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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Gra Conc... sr BESS. 
BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


IN SENATE, 
Monnay, December 2, 1839. 

At 12 o’clock, the Senate was called to order by 
the Hon. W. R. KING of Ala. president pro tem. 
when the following Senators appeared in their seats: 
MAINE. 

Mr. RUGGLES. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Mr. HUBBARD, Mr. Pierce. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Mr. Davis. i 
NEW YORK. 
Mr. Wricut, (One vacancy.) 
NEW JERSEY. 
Mr. Watt, Mr. Soursarp. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Mr. BUCHANAN, (One vacancy.) 
DELAWARE. 
Mr. CLAYTON, (One vacancy.) 
VIRGINAL 
Mr. Roane, (One vacancy.) 


NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. STRANGE. 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Mr. CALHOUN. 


Mr. Brown. 


GEORGIA, 
Mr. LUMPKIN. 
ALABAMA. 
Mr. Kine, Mr. Cray. 
, MISSISSIPPI. 
Mr. WALKER. 
TENNESSEE. 
Mr. Waite. 
KENTUCKY. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN, Mr. Cray. 
OHIO. 
Mr. ALLEN. 
INDIANA. 
Mr. Sms. 
ILLINOIS. 
Mr. RoBINSON, Mr. Youna. 
MISSOURI. : 
Mr. Liny, Mr. BENTON. 
- MICHIGAN. 
Mr. Norvett, (One vacancy.) 
ARKANSAS. 


Mr. Fotron. 


Mr. ALLEN presented the credentials of the 
Hon. BENJAMIN TAPPAN, elected by the Le- 
gislature of the State of Ohio a Senatcr from that 
State, to serve for six years from the 4th of March 
last. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the credentials 
of the Hon. ALBERT S. WHITE, elected by the 
Legislature of the State of Indiana a Senator from 
that State, to serve for six years, from the 4th of 
March last. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the credentials 


of the Hon. THADDEUS BETTS, elected by the - 


Legislature of the State of Connecticut, a Senator 
from that State, toserve for six years from the 
fourth of March last. 

The usual oath was then administered by the 
CHAIR to Messrs. TAPPAN, WHITE, and 
BETTS, whose credentials were just read; and to 
Messrs. BENTON, SOUTHARD, and WIL- 
LIAMS, whose credentials were presented at the 
last session. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, 

. Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House of 
Representatives that a quorum of the Senate is 
assembled, and that the Senate is ready to proceed 
to business. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to join 
such committee as may be appointed on the part 
of the House of Representatives to waiton the 
President of the United States, and inform bim 
that a quorum of the two Houses had assembled, 
and that Congress is ready to receive any commu- 
nications he may make; whereupon, 

Messrs. WRIGHT and ALLEN were appointed 
the committee on the part of the Senate. 


On motion by Mr. KNIGHT, the usual order for 
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furnishing Senators with newspapers, not to exceed 
the price of three daily papers, was agreed to. 
SMALL NOTES IN THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that, at the earliest 
day in which it wonld be in order to do so, he 
would ask leave to bringin a bill providing for 
the summary collection of the notes of the banks 


! in ihe District of Columbia, under the denomination 
` of twenty dollars. 


On motion, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Menpay, Dec. 2, 1839. 

This being the day set apart by the Constitution 
for the assembling of the two Houses of Congress, 
at 12 o’clock, m. the Clerk (Mr. Gartanp) called 
the House to order, and said: 

According to the usual practice, gentlemen, I am 
prepared, if itis the pleasure of the House, to pro- 
ceed to call the names of members of Congress 
elected to the Twenty-sixth Congress, first session. 


The CLERK then called over the names of the | 
following gentlemen, who appeared to be in their | 


seats: 
MAINE. 
1 District, Nathan Clifford, 
2 “ Albert Smith, 
n Benjamin Randall, 
4 George Evans, 
5 es Virgil D. Parris, 
6 f Hugh J. Anderson, 
7 «Joshua A. Lowell, 
8 fe Thomas Davee. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Chosen by General Ticket. 
Tristram Shaw, 
Tra A. Eastman, 
Charles G. Atherton, 
Edmund Burke, 
Jared W. Williams. 
CONNECTICUT.. 


1 District, Joseph Trumbull, 
2 i William L. Storrs, 
3 < Thomas W. Williams, 
4 s Thomas B. Osborne, 
5 6s Truman Smith, 
§ ss John H. Brockway. 
VERMONT. 
Distriet, Hiland Hall, 
a William Slade, 
s Horace Everett, 


7 John Smith, 
te Isaac Fletcher. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
District, Abbot Lawrence, 

(¢ Leverett Saltonstall, 
Caleb Cushing, 
sf William Parmenter, 
“ Levi Lincoln, 
“f [Vacancy.] 
s George N. Briggs, 
se Williom B. Calhoun, 
ff William S. Hastings, 


© Bos re wD an e a ed 


10 n Henry Wiliams, 
li s John Reed, 
12 s John Quincy Adams. 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Chosen by General Ticket, 
Joseph L. Tillinghast, 
- Robert B. Cranston. 
NEW YORK. 
1 District, Thomas B. Jackson, 
2 6 James de la Montayas, 
Ogden Hoffman, 
ee Edward Curtis, 
\ Moses H. Grinnell, 
| James Monroe, . 


w 


“í ay Vanderpoel, 
John Ely, 


4 s Governeur Kemble, 
5 te Charles Johnson, 

6 s“ Nathaniel Janes, 

7 se Rufus Palen, 

8 
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9 ss Hiram P. Hunt, 

10 dj Daniel D. Barnard, 

Il A Anson Brown, 

12 t$ David Russell, 

13 ef Augustus C. Hand, 

14 ss John Fine, 

15 t Peter J. Wagoner, 

16 SO Andrew W. Doig, 

17 gi John G. Fioyd, 
David P. Brewster, 

18 id Thomas C. Crittenden, 

19 s John H. Prentiss, 

29 e Judson Allen, 

2L t John C. Clark 

2 u S. B. Leonard, 
Amasa Dana, 

23 ü Edward Rogers, 
Nehemiah H. Earl, 

aA “ Christophee Morgan, 

235 = Theron R. Siırong, 

26 “ Francis P. Granger, 

27 “ Meredith Mallory, 

g á «“ 

29 s Seth M. Gates, 

30 “ Luther C. Peck, 

31 “ Richard P. Marvin, 

32 y Mallard Fillmore, 

33 " Charles F. Mitchell. 


NEW JERSEY- 
Joseph F. Randolph, 


When the CLERK arrived at this part of the 


` roll, he stated that there was conflicting evidence 


with regard to the election of five members from 


; this State, and asked it it was the pleasure of the 
: House that he should pass over their names until 
' the call of the balance of the roll was completed. 


Mr. MAXWELL wished to know what this 


` evidence was, or whether the usual evidence was 
| produced on both sides. 


The CLERK asked if it was the pleasure of the 
House that he should make a statement as to the 


; usual course of proceeding? ` 


Several members called fot the reading of the 


= evidence. 


The CLERK then read the commission of Mr. 


: Aycrigg, signed by Governor Pennington, and 


stated that there were five other commissions in his 
possession in the same style. 

Mr. MERCER then called for the reading of the 
law of New Jersey on this subject. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON desired that the evi- 
dence on the other side be read by the Clerk before 
the law was read to the Flouse. 

Mr. MERCER stated that his object in having 
the law read at this stage of the proceeding was to 
show what could be received as evidence by this 


© body. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL contended that all the 


`! facts should be laid before the House before the 
'; law was read. 
:| flicting returns and conflicting evidence, and it 
!| seemed to him that it would be more in order to 


In the present case, there were con- 


read the evidence on both sides before the law was 


‘| read, than to read the law at the present time. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST thought the most proper 


‘| course would be for the Clerk to read the law now, 


so that the House might be enabled to decide what 


1| gould be received as evidence in relation to this 
, matter. 


When this body heard the law read, then 
it could decide whether the paper on the other side 
could be read as evidence. : 

Mr. JENIFER wished to know of the Clerk, 
whether there were any other retains in his posses- 
sion from New Jersey, signed by the Governor of 


| that State, than the six which had been referred to? 
. If there were not, why not proceed to call the Toll 


in the usual manner? 

The CLERK here asked if it was the pleasure of 
the House that he should make a statement in re- 
ia to this matter. ‘fall sah meei 

r. RIVES res ully suggested the 
of laying this Gon. on the table for the present, 
in order that the rell might be called through, to 
ascertain whether there was a quoram of members 


w 


present. At present nothing could be done. He 
therefore hoped that the members present would 
acquiesce ina motion of this kind, in order that 


New Jersey. 
certificates in the usual form, which have been 
tead; and it seemed te him that it would be an 


extraordinary course to pass over the State of New | 
Jersey, after these certificates had been produced. | 
The CLERK then said that there were three i 


propositions brought to the notice of the body—one 


to read the law, the other to read the testimony in | € 
i f ! ture of each State. Then,as this matter had been 


the possession of the Clerk, and the third to pass 
over tke State of New Jersey until it was ascer- 
tained whether there was a querum in attendance 
in the House. 


There had been sent on to the Clerk | 


| 


the House might immediately proceed with its or- i 
ganization; after which this question coukl be 
brought up and acted upon. 

Mr. MAXWELL contended that they ought : 
not to adopt this suggestion unless some good rea- ' 
son could be given for passing over the State of 
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"usages of that State, from the formation of its Con- 


stitution to the presentday. He maintained that 
he had prima facie evidence that he was enti- 
tled to a seat on that flcor, because he had 
a commission from the Governor, under the 
broad seal of the State, and that the CLERK was 
bound tocallhis name. He and his colleagues 
had their commissions from the Governcr of New 
Jersey, the proper officer to give commissions; and 
he asked what authority had this House, or any 
House, to say that those certificates should be dis- 
regarded, and that the State of New Jersey should 
be passed by? There was no authority—there was 
no power under the Constitution to do so. 
The Constitution of the United States says 
that the times, places, and manner of hold- 
ing elections, shall be preseribed by the Legisla- 


| decided upon by the Siate authority, it is con- 
: clusive, until it is reversed by the decision of the 
: House of Representatives, which is alone, under the 


Mr. WISE said, that tefore any motion was put ` 


to the body, he wished to know who was to vote on 
the motion to lay this question on the lable. Had 
the names of a quorum been called over? If not, 
who were entitled to vote on this question? Ifthe 
question was put before the roil was called over, 
who was entitled to vote? Would the CLERK 
answer what was the usual course in a case of this 
kind? Had he (Mr. W.) aright to vote on this 
question? 

The CLERK said it was not for him to decide 
as to what course the House ought to pursue in 
relation to this matter. 

Mr. WISE. Has any member a right to move 
to lay this matter on the table? 

The CLERK said that would be a matter for 
the House to decide. 

Mr. MERCER thought that the motion of his 
colleague [Mr. Rives] would raise the very diffi- 
culty which it was the desire of the gentleman to 
avoid. To avoid difficulty, however, he (Mr. M.) 
would consent that all the testimony should be read 
before the law was read; but then he desired to 
have the Jaw read, in order that gentlemen might 
see what could be taken as evidence in the present 
case, 


Mr. RIVES did not desire thata vote should ` 


be taken upon the question of passing over the 
State of New Jersey, but hoped that it might be 
done by the general consent of the members pre- 
sent, in order that the Clerk might go on and 
ascertain whether there were a quorum of mem- 
bers in attendance. 
House could immediately return to this question, 
and receive evidence on both sides; examine, dis- 
cuss, and eome to correct conclusions upon it. He 


hoped there would be a general disposition on the i: 


part of gentlemen to pursue this course. 

Mr. HOFFMAN said the preposition was to 
cail the roll of the Heuse. What roll of the 
House? Who are the members who are called 
upon to decide this question? Who but those 
holding the legal certificates? The Clerk had no 
light to call his name, unless he predeced on his 
table a legal certificate. The gentlemen from 
New Jersey, whose names have been called, have 
produced the legal certificates from the Governor, 
and are as much entitled to their seats as any 
member of this House. 
certificates from the Governor of New Jersey of 
equal force and effect, then there might be some 
reason for passing by that State; but as that was 
not the case, and as the gentlemen named had laid 
the only legal evidence of election before the House, 
it would be incompetent for the body to pass over 
the State of New Jersey, and proceed in calling 
the balance of the roll. 

Mr. HALSTEAD said he was onesof the members 
from New Jersey, and he demanded, as a Repre- 
sentative of the sovereign State of New Jersey, 
that his name should be called. The only reason 
given by the Cirax for not calling his name was, 
that there wasother evidence upon his table, and 

that there were other persons claiming the seats of the 
members from New Jersey. He would ask the 
Cxeex, however, whether this other evidence was 
voder the seal of the State of New Jersey, and 
produced according to the known and established 


Whan this was done the : 


If there were two sets of | 


peer maene 


Constitution, competent to decide cn the qualifica- 
uous of its members. Then his position was, 


i that until this House was properly organized, and 
i decided upon the question, the commission of the 


Governor must be taken as prima facie evidence of 
his right to a seat on that floor. He argued that 
he was entitled to his sest until a Speaker was 
chosen, the oaths were administered, and the ques- 


tion was judicially decided upon by the House; : 
: and until that was done, the House had no right to 
; makea judicial decision which might forever de- 


stroy the sovereignty of the State of New Jersey. For 
this reason he could not consent to submit this 
question to the decision of gentlemen here. He 
could not {ell who were entitled to vote upon it, 
nor could the CLERK undertake to decide who should 
vote onthe question. Was he to vote upon the 
question, or was he to withdraw? The question, 
in his opinion, had already been decided by the 


! only competent tribunal, and that decision must 
? stand until reversed by the decision of the House, 
' after n was properly organized. 


Mr. H. then read the law of New Jersey on the 


and Letcher, in support of the position which he 
had taken, and argued that the certificate of the 
Governor, whether given properly or not, was 
conclusive evidence of his right to a seat in the 
first instance, and that he was entitled to hold it 
until the House was organized and the matter was 
decided, upon the petiticn of the contesting mem- 
bers. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said he understood that 


; the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. HALSTEAD) 
i Claimed the privilege of having his name called as `i 


| the privilege 


a member of the 26th Congress; and he claims it 
because the name of the gentleman immediately 
before him had been called upon a certificate pre- 
cisely similar to the one which he presented. 
have called Mr. Ranpotpr upon a certificate 
being produced precisely similar to the one pro- 
cuced by Mr. Hatste.n; and when that gentle- 


man demands that his name shall be called upon | 


the same kind of a certificate, why do you refuse 
to call it? 


who has last spoken [Mr. Hatsteap] be entitled 
to the same privilege, when he has produced the 
evidence that he is entitled to his seat in precisely 
the same terms of the cne produced by his col- 
league? He then referred to Jefferson’s Manual 
to show that a member was entitled to certain pri- 
vileges by virtue of his election. A member might 
be named upon a committee before he was sworn 
in, and bis certificate of election gave him 
of being exempt from arrest. 
He also reed an extract to the effect that 
every man who has an interest in the matter must 
at his peril take notice who a:e members of either 
House. There were two powers, he said, which 


| the House might exercise in relation to this matter. 


The one was to pass upon the elections of Repre- 
sentatives, and the other was the power to judge 
of the validity of those elections. Congress had 
passed no law to regulate elections, but had left 
that matterto the States to regulate. In the pre- 


* subject, quoted the case of the Mississippi election, |: 
the case of Spalding and Mead, and of Moore |: 
| from all the other States, respecting whose right to 


You have called the name of Mr. Ran- |; 
DOLPH, and every gentleman agrees that you were | 
right in doing so; then should not the gentleman i 


You 


i, propositions had been made. 


' on it? 


ad been held under the Jaws 


sent case, an election h 
and the Governor had 


of the State of New Jersey, ‘ 
sent to this House the preper certificates of clec- 
tion, andit was incompetent for this House be ces 
cide upon the validity of this election until it wes 
properly organized, and the usual oaths had been 
administered to the members. He contended that 
the certificate of the Governor was prima Sacie 
evidence of the right to a seat Jn the first place, 
and that the House could not decide upon the 
validity of the election, until it was properly orga- 
nized. The certificate cf election conferred upon 
a gentleman all the privileges of a member 
of the House in the first instance. As he had 
shown, it protected a gentleman from arresi; and 
if it protected him from arrest, certainly no man 
could refuse him any other of the privileges which 
it might confer upon him. These gentlemen had 
the certificate of the officer authorized by law to 
give a certificate, and it seemed to himthat it must 
be the common sense of every man, that they were 
entitled to their seats until the House decided upon 
the matter in the usual and proper manner. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose for the purpose of asking 

gentlemen to consent, before debating this 
matter farther, at least to let all the facts, and the 
law regarding the case, be laid before them. He 
was not at all solicitous whether the credentials of 
the gentlemen from New Jersey which had not 
been read, or the law of that State on the subject 
of elections, should be read first. But gentlemen 
had gone on assuming that certain facts existed of 
which they had yetno evidence. He hoped, there- 
fore, that the law and the facts would be presented 
before proceeding any farther. 

Mr. SLADE inquired of the Crerx what was 
the question before the House. 

Mr. GARLAND (the CLerk) replied that three 
One was that the 
credentials of the other five members claiming seats 
from New Jersey should be read; another that the 
law of the State of New Jersey on the subject of 


| elections be read; and the last, that he (the CLERK) 
i should, passing over the members irom New 


J.rsey, whose names had not been called, proceed 
to call in their order the names of the members 


their seats no difficulty had arisen. 

Mr. MERCER stated that he had withdrawn his 
motion to read the law of New Jersey. 

Mr. SLADE observed that it had been proposed 
by the gentleman from New York that the law 
should be read. Now he desired to know for 
what purpose the reading of this law was asked 
for? Was it for the purpose of having any action 
It would seem to him that it would be idle 
for the CLerx to rise and read the laws of New 
Jersey, unless it be for the purpose of enabling him 
(Mr. S.) and others to decide this question. Now, 
an objection had been started that he for one could 
not get over. There was no body as yet compe- 
tent to decide any question. The Crier had pro- 


_ ceeded to read the names of the members from only 
| apartof the States, amounting to seventy-seven 


members. Now, the Crvri had not the evidence 
before him that all these were legally elected. Indeed, 
he bel'eved, that, as to four-fifths of the members, 
present, he had no cther than newspaper evidence 
or the evidence of general report, that they were 
elected. The CLERK, then, had, according to usage, 
made out a roll of the members of this Congress 
from the best evidence in his power, and had taken 
his Seat at the table, and called over their names, 
according to States, until he came to the State of 
New Jersey, where he stopped, in consequence of 
a difficulty that presented itself, which he explain- 
ed to the House. Now the CLERK, as it was appa- 


; Tentto every one, might have proceeded to call 


over the names of the members in a diferent or- 
der, and no one would have a right to complain. 
He might have called them over in alphabetical 
order, for there was nothing obligatory on him to 
call them over by States. The present rule was 
merely an arbitrary one, and did not always exist 
in that body. Well, sir, (continued Mr. 8.) the 
Curkx has presented the name of one member 
from New Jersey, and reads it, nobody objecting. 
He then presented the names of five others, and 
their credentials haying been called for, were read, 


—<—$—_$—=_£_=_=$_$ $$ = 
Then, continued Mr. S. what condition are we 
placed in? We are proceeding to decide who are, 
and who are not, entitled to seats from the State of 
New Jersey, before all the members are called, be- 
fore they are sworn in, and before a quorum is 
formed. Can we now decide this question without 
deciding as to the qualifications of the members 
from New Jersey, and was the body then in a state 
to make such a decision? 
the very essence of the whole concern, and we can- 


Now this question was ` 


not proceed one step, said Mr. S. without deciding — 


it. Then, sir, said he, how can we decide it} Sir, 
he continued, we cannot decide it at all in the pre- 
sent stage of the proceedings. 
ninety members only had been called, respecting 


whose rights to their seats no objection bad beea 


Some eighty or . 


made; but there were others in the same situation : 


who had not been called, and who were equally 


entitled to decide as the first; and he therefore saw ` 


no way of getting out of the difficulty into which 
they had fallen, but by passing over the names of 
all those members whose right to seats was donbt- 
ed, and calling the names of those about whom ne 
doabt existed, and by this means form a quorum 
competent to do business. We might, said Mr. S. 
talk here till the thirty-first day of December, and 
be no farther than we are now. But if we proceed: 
in the way suggested, a quorum, when called, 
would be entitled to decide not only who have the 
prima facie evidence of membership, but who are 
_finally entitled to hold the contested seats. He was 
for looking at this matter in a practical manner. 
Both sets of gentlemen from New Jersey might 
rise and claim the right to take their seats 
as members from that State; but, said Mr. S. 
we cannot now decide between them. He hada 
great respect for those; gentlemen from New Jer- 


sey, who claimed their seats under the Governor’s | 


cerlificate, and perhaps they were entitled to their 
seats; but he did not know that they were. 
deed be did not pretend to know any thing about 
it, and, therefore, was. not qualified to decide at 
present. He could have wished that the CLERK, 
the moment the question was raised, instead 
of submitting the decision of it to the House, had 
assumed upon himself the responsibility, and pro- 
ceeded to call over the names of the members from 
the other States, about whom no difficulty existed, 
passing over those from the State of New Jersey. 
There was, in fact, no other way of organizing the 
House. But suppose the members were all sworn 
in and a quorum was formed, would they then 
have the right to decide; and if not, was the ques- 
tion to be settled by agreement among the contest- 
ing members? Why,in this way, he would un- 
dertake to say it would not be settled in six months. 
He came then to the conclusion, that the moment 
a quorum was formed, that quorum had the right 
of deciding who were entitled to seats, as . well as 
the right of deciding who had the prima facie evi- 
dence of their right to them. Fle believed that a 
quoram possessed this right, and he founded his 
belief on that clause of the Constitution which bore 
on the subject. 
_ L say, (continued Mr. S.) that when a quorum 
is formed, they are, pro hac vice,a House of Repre- 
senlatives to decide this question. Look at the 
Constitution, and you will there find that “the 
House of Representatives shall choose a Speaker.” 
Then, if they may choose a Speaker, why may 
they not do any other act necessary for their or- 
ganizalion? Under all the circumstances, then, he 
had come to the conclusion that, inasmuch as the 
question arose with respect to the contested seats of 
the New Jersey members, before a sufficient num- 
ber of members had’ been called to constitute a 
quorum, there was no way of deciding it in the 
present stage of the proceedings; and, as far as his 
humble advice went, he would counsel the CLERK 
to take the responsibility on himself, and call over 
the names of the members froin the other States, 
respecting whose right to their seats there was no 
doubt. The CLERK could not now put any ques- 
tion to the House; and, therefore, he must go on 
ria Apri get rene number of names to 
tum to decide the question. 

Mr. MERCER rose, and addressed the House 
at some length; but, from the noise in the chamber, 
and. his speaking rather in a lower tone than usual, 


Ine | 


` only organ of communication from the State, 
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was nearly inaudible throughout. He was under- 
stoed, however, as contending that it was the duty 
of the CLERK to call over the names of the gentle- 
men from New Jersey who claimed to be members 
in virtue of the Governor’s certificate; and that the 
CLERK, by declining to decide in their favor, had 
departed from the hitherto established usage of 
that body. The gentleman from Vermont had 
said that, as soon as a quorum was formed, this 
House was competent to decide the question of the 
qualifications of all the rest of its members. 
Now, (said Mr. M.) suppose we have calied one 
hundred and twenty-two members, shall they have 
the power to decide upon the qualifications of all 
the rest? This was an absurdity the gentleman 
himself must be struck with, The question then 
before them, he presumed to be as clear as any 
that ever was presented before a legislative body. 
The gentleman from New Jersey, who had the 


: Governor’s certificate of their election, were en- 
| tiled to takeand hold their seats, until it was 
: proved that they werenot duly elected. Congress 
i. had preseribed no rule by which the evidence as to 


membership should be produced. Congress had 
left that matter to the States, and the State of New 
Jersey had deciared that the evidence to be ad- 
duced by her Representatives, should be the certifi- 
cateof the Governor. The law in Virginia was 
different, and the other States had prescribed a 
different description of evidence; but here was 
produced the evidence of the membership of these 
five gentlemen, conformable to the laws of New 
Jersey, and it was not competent for the CLERK, or 
the House either, in the present stage of its pro- 
ceedings, to refuse it. It had been said that there 
were five other gentlemen here, claiming their seats 
as members from New Jersey, and the evidence 
that they adduced was the certificate of the Secre- 
tary of State of that State. 


Mr. M. then went on at length, that this evi- | 


dence was informal, not recognised by the laws of 
New Jersey, and therefore of no authority in that 
body. The Governor of the State, he said, was me 
an 
the Secretary of State could not be ofticially known 
to them. Mr. M. after quoting several cases which 
he considered as precedents, resumed bis seat: 

Mr. JOHNSON ot Maryland, observed, that in 


: contemplating the course pursued by the CLERK, it 


_the powers of the House with 


would at once spring up to the consideration of the 
House, the embarrassment that would ensue when. 
they once departed from the established usage. of 
that body since the foundation of the Government. 
The House must see the evils that would spring up, 
if they allowed the CLErk to exercise his discretion, 


| and gratify his own feelings, by saying who shall 


not be considered members of that body. He 
called gentlemen's attention to the consequences 
that would ensue from a departure from long esta- 
blished usage, in order that they might pause, and 
deliberate whether the present advantages they ex- 
pected to realise would not be more than counter- 
balanced by the evils that would be likely hereafter 
to grow out of them. He had taken this occasion 
to inquire into what had been the established usage 


| ef the body, and he found that it had been the im- 


memorial custom for the Cuerx to enrol, and call 


| the names of those members who had the eertifi- 
cates of the Governors of their States of their being 
| duly elected. He himself held the certificate of 


the Governor of the State of Maryland, authentica- 
ted by the broad seal of the State; and he would ad- 
mit that no higher authority than that could be 
presented in that House? He felt bound, as one 
of the Representatives whose right to hold a seat 
was thus supported, to deny the authority of the 
CLERK to proceed farther, while he withheld the 
names of the New Jersey members, and would 
not recognise him in so doing. He did 
so because the Constitution declared. that 
each House was to judge of the qualifications 
of its members, and therefore no Clerk,. or any 
other officer, has any discretion in the matter. If 
the CLerx be permisted to say who he will name 
as returned as members, or who he will not, he 
may, in that way, have a majority of members 
qualified friendly to him, and, in short, exercise all 
regard to the qualifi- 
cations of members; and yet a portion of those 


3 


who have as much right to their seats as those he 
has thought proper to call, may find themselves 
excluded from their seats, and their States from a 
representation on that foor. Mr. J. denied the 
power of the CLERK to act, and, as one, he woud 
not recognise his power. After citing various 
cases of contested elections, which he considered 
as precedents, Mr. J. went on to contend that the 
CLERK was bound, by the established usage, to 
consider the certificates of the Governor of New 
Jersey as prima facie evidence of the elections, and 
to enrol and call over the names of the gentlemen 
certified in them to be returned as members from 
that State. Mr. J. concluded by expressing the 
hope that the additional testimony, and the law of 
the State of New Jersey on the subject of elec- 


„tions, might be read. 


Mr. BIDDLE observed that the question was 
whether this was the apprepriate stage for this 
irregular discussion. Was this the proper time, 
or, said he, shall we wait for some other time? It 
is proposed, said Mr. B. that the CLerk shall omit 
the members from New Jersey, and go on to call 
the members from the other States; and whenever 
there is a dispute, or alleged dispute, as to 


| the right of membership, then the CrerK shall 


pass over the names disputed, and select those 
who are beyond dispute. It was proposed, 
in short, that the Crerx should be the judge. 
Now there appeared to be some degree of plausi- 
bility in thie proposition. The course thus pro- 
posed seemed to be decorous, and free from em- 
barrassment, But, said Mr. B. do you not see that 
an enormous abuse of power might arise from the 
precedent thus to be established for the next Con- 
gress? If that course be adopted now, it will be 
adopted forever hereafter, and whenever a Clerk 
shall undertake to say that the seatsof gentlemen are 
contested. Do you not see that atthe opening of 
every succeeding Congress, the CLERK may thus 
dispute the seats of his adversaries? And if the re- 
sult is to be, that the judges will be narrowed down 
to those whose seats are not disputed, you will not 
have a case of an undisputed seat. It will then be 
assumed that the being called by the Cierx is 
worth something, and it will be worth striking for. 
With that argument before you, do you not see, 
continued Mr. B. the monstrous abuses that will 


grow up if this precedent should now be 
set? What was the present position of that 
body? What was the general usage? I 


take it, said Mr. B. that the Crerx is but 
the mouthpiece of the body—a body not yetor- 
ganized, it was true, but a body competent for the 
despatch of busines—and has no right to act but 
im accordance with its established-usages. Does 
not your language [addressing the CLERK] admit 
that much? You look round you, and ask us to 
instruct you in your duty. You have decided that 
the credentials of the members of Massachusetts 
are in due form, and you have invested them with 
the badge of office. Why did yeu do this? You 
exercised some power here, for you declared that 
those members were entitled to their seats. You 
examined their credentia!s,and you examined the 
law, as it was your duty todo, and you decided 
that they were entitled to their seats. Letus come 
to the modus operandi. I say that, where a case 
comes up precisely similar to the one you have 
acted upon, you are bound to act upon it, and de- 
cide it in the same manner. Yon are bound to 
conform to the law and the usage as much in the 
one case asin the other. It is not only your 
duty, imposed upon. you by this body, but having 
discharged that duty in the case of Massachusetts, 
you are bound to do it in the case of New Jersey. 
It seems to be the plain nature of your daty from 
what you have already,done. Do these credentials 
come up to the Constitution of the United States 
and the laws of the State of New Jersey? If they 
do not, and your judgment is at fault, then your 
plain duty is to refer your doubts to the House. Bat 
if they do come up to the Constitution and the law, 
as it is contended they do, then you have no right 
to set them aside, but you are bound te call them, 
as you have done in the case of the State of Mas- 
sachusetts. If you make an erroneous decision, 
why then there is an appeal to the House; bat if you 
ask its decision in small matters, you must ask it in 


great ones. But, (continued Mr. B.) I say that 
from the nature of things, you must exercise a 
sound discretion; the onus is thrown on your shoul- 
ders and you are bound to act; 


doubt or uncertainty, 
must ask the decision of the House. 


Mr. SLADE said that the gentleman from Vir- | 


ginia (Mr. Mercer] had stated a portion of his 
argument as an absurdity. ; 
I did not mean to be understood as asserting that 
as soon asa quorum is formed it is competent to 
decide upon the qnalilications of all who might 
happen to come after them. This would indeed 
bean absurdity that he never contemplated. But 


what he meant was that, in virtue of the power of | 
the Clerk of the House, derived from immemorial : 


usage, he would, when a quoram was formed, have 
aright to putit to that quorum to decide a ques- 
tion that might be raised as to the prima facie evi- 


dence of a member to the seat he claimed—a de- ; 
cision which he had no right to make himself. ; 


Nobody, however, would pretend to say that a 
quorum of one hundred and twenty-two members, 
who happened to be the first called, would have 
the right to decide on the qualifications of all 
those coming afier them. The CLERK would be 
bound to go through the whole twenty-six 
States, stopping only at those where the seals were 
contested, and where the CLERK was in doubt with 
respect to the evidence of election. The CLERK 
would be bound, by the spirit of the usage as well 
as by his feelings 2s a man of honor, to go through 
the whole rol! of those whom he had ascertained, 
by whatever evidence was before him, were with- 
out dispute entitled to their seats. After he had 
gone through the rell of those about whom there 
was no dispute, and came to those whose rights to 
seats were disputed, then, if he took it upon himself 
to decide who was entitled, or left it to the House 
to decide that question, there would be a competent 
tuibunal either to entertain an appeal from his de- 
cision, or to decide the question itself. Now, he 
he would leave itto the House to say what should 
the Crerk do. Would genticmen not see that if 
they imposed a burden on him of deciding, they 
imposed a burden on him too beavy for him to 
bear; and that if they compelled him to make the 
decision, he might make it in a way that would in- 
volve greater evils than they sought to avoid. 
Something must be done to organize the House, 
and who was to do i? The CLerx must proceed 
according to immemorial usage— 

Mr. MERCER. How was the first Congress 
organized? 

Mr. SLADE. Some gentleman, I presume, who 
had the most gray hairs, was called upon by gene- 
ral consent to preside as moderator, and so acted 
ull the body was organized. Mr. S. did not say 
but that the House could procecd in that manner 
now, and that it could put the Cuerx out of his 
seat, and call upon the gent! 
himself to act as moderator, Bat the Crerk had 
nct abused his trust. He hau not been accused of 
exercising too much power; on the contrary, it was 
complained of him that he declined exercising any 
power at all. Mr. S. did not mean to be under- 
stood as saying that any man might come here, 
and, by saying that he contested the seats of mem- 
bers regularly returned, make it the duty of the 
Cerk to omit calling the name of such member. 
His idea was, that, in order to justify the CLERK 
in omitting to call the name of a returned member, 
and referring the matter to the House, there must 
be some color of a claim, as the lawyers say, to 
contest the right to the seat. If a man comes here 
with the spurious certificate signed by a Governor 
of a State, and another man already has a certifi- 
cate from the same Governor, then on that Gover- 
nor jet that responsibility rest. So, if two meh 
bring certificates, one from a Governor and the 
other from a Secretary of State, then upon the Go- 

vernor or the Secretary who has certified falsely 
let the responsibility rest. But suppose, upon the 
formation of a quorum, some member should 
get up and say, I move that A B is entitled 
to a seat here. Would he not do it on his 
responsibility? Suppose that one hundred and 
twenty-two members, after forming a quorum should 
decide that A B is entitled to a seat—would they 


eman from Virginia | 


but when, from ; 
youare unable to decide, you | 


Now, said Mr. 8. . 


i es 
eee Se See 


a A oF RI UN 


| Repr 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


not do it in their responsibility ? There might be 
abuse of power, but an abuse of power was no au- 
therity for its non-existence. The gentleman from 
New Jersey said that when the CLerk came to a 
which he was unable to decide, he must leave itto 
the House; but the question was, who were the 
House. Suppose the yeas and nays were to be or- 
dered, who were in that event to vote? — 
difficulty that they could not get out of without pro- 
ceeding in the manner he had proposed. He for 
one was prepared to do his duty, and leave the 
consequences to take their course. He could not 
look forward to consequences. If the result of all 
this shou!d be, that these f : 
Jersey should be prevented from taking their seats, 
and acting here, great injustice might be done 
them; but if that injustice should be done in the 
exercise of a correct rule of action, 
it to the community to say whether we have acted 


currectly or not. 


Mr. SERGEANT observed, that as he under- | 


stood the question presented, the doubts and dit- 
cnlties that had arisen, seemed to him to? have been 
in conseqrence of the Cierk having departed 


from the plain usage that had prevailed in that | 
It was understood | 


from the Cuerg, that there was a contest respect- ; 


body for many years past. 


he rights of certain gentlemen to their seats, as 
ssentatives from New Jersey, and the worthy 
gentleman from Vermont on his right, (Mr. Stane] 


thought that i 


ing t 


the State of New Jersey in calling the roll. Ac- 
cording to this doctrine, a gentleman might be 
kept out of his seat, no matter how clear the evi- 
dence of his right to it was, no matter how con- 
formable his credentials might be to the Constitu- 
tion and the laws of the State he belongs to, pro- 
vided somebody has a color of a claim to contest 


his right. The gentleman says the CLerk is not | 


competent to decide. To decide upon what? The 
color of a claim? No matter how slight the evi- 


dence might be, yet, ifthe color of a claim was | 
presented, the Crerk was to suffer a sovereign | 
S.ate to be deprived of her representation on | 


Ik was a - 


ive gentlemen from New | 


we must leave |; 


f there was but a color of a claim, it | 
was sufficient to authorize the CLERK to pats over , 


} 


this floor, and the certificate of her Executive, 'i 


under the broad sealof the State, was to be 
set at naught. Mr. S. did not so understand 
the duty of the CLerx. He understood that 


j officers duty to be confined to the verifica- 


tion of the credentials in point of form and : 


accuracy, and nothing more. Having ascer- 
tained that the credentials are accurate, and pos- 
sessing the requisite formalities, he is bound to en- 


rol the names of the members presenting them, | 


and to call them over in their order. 
the CuirrK, to avoid having the appearance of 
making a decision, keeps from their seats five gen- 
tlemen, who have the prima facie evidence of being 
entitled to them, (and he did not know for how 
long they might be kept out,) and who might ap- 
pear hereafter, upon proper investigation, to be thé 
best entitled, because there appeared the color of a 
claim to contest hem. fn taking this course, it 


appeared to him that the CLerx had mistaken his ` 
Ia order to come ata conclusion with re- ; 


duty. 
gard to the genuineness and requisite formality of 


the claims presented, the CLERK was bound to look ` 


at the laws of the States from which they were pre- 
sented; and if they conformed tu those laws, the 
Creek had no authority to look farther. How 
siood the case before them? Here were five gen- 
tlemen, having the certificates of the Governor 
of New Jersey, under the great seal of the 
State, that they are duly elected as Repre- 
sentatives from that State. Now, had any body 


In this case, ‘ 


any doubt as to the genuineness of these, 
certificates? Had the Ciera any doubts . 
respecting them? Were they not in con. . 


formity with the law of the State of New 


Jersey cn that subject? He knew what was in’ 


that law without any reading it at all; and he averred 
that, word for word, letter for letter, and comma 
for comma, the certificates of the Governor pre- 
sented by these gentlemen, conformed toit. Was 
there any thing else alleged against it. Was 


there any doubt about the genuineness of thesecertifi- | 


cates? Did the CLerk himself entertain any doubts? 
He did not say so. He had said that there was a 


i 


sen a ne 


contest respecting the seats of the mee 
the State of New Jersey, and that he could not 
undertake to decide it, when these gentlemen 
were in the House with these commissions, accord- 
ing to the law of New Jersey; and they w i there- 
fore, in his opinion, entitled to bold their seats, 
according to the Constitution of the United States, 
until they are displaced by the House. He thought 
a due respect to the Executive of one of the sove- 
reign States of this Union required that those who 
woud impeech these certificates, should not come 
here with a fancied claim, but should show 
in accordance with the 


that they were not ] 
laws of the State. Mr. S. said he under- 
stood from the Creek, that he had a certifi- 


cate from the Secretary ` of State of the State 
of New Jersey, that five other gentlemen 
were elected as Representatives from that State; 
and that this certificate was also accompanied by 
the great seal of the State. But it was remarka- 
ble that, in looking at the law of the State of New 
Jersey relative to elections, there was not a single 
word about the Secretary of State in it. The 
Secretary of State had not even the custody of the 
papers relative to elections, bat they were confided 
exclusively to the Governor and Council. Mr. S. 
after contending that the certificate of the Governor 
was the only authentic evidence that could properly 
be received from New Jersey, went on to say that 
this was the first time that the certificate of the 
Governor of a State had ever been questioned in that 
body, and quoted seveial cases which he considered 
as precedents. 

Messrs. RANDOLPH and SLADE made some 
observations, which were not heard distinclly 
enough to report. ; 

Mr. BYNUM observed, that certain assump- 
tions and statements had been made for facts which 
did not exist, and which were not facts; and he, 
therefore, to prevent any erroneous impressions 
from arising from such statements, would endeavor 
to set gentlemen right in a few particulars. He 
knew that it was the practice with many in that 
House to assume for fact that which they wished 
to be so, and the honorable gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr. Serceant,] of whom this practice 
was characteristic, had assumed it as a fact that 
this was the first time that the seats of any mem- 
bers had been contested who were elected accord- 
ing to the Constitution of the United States and the 
laws of their State. If this was the fact, he pre- 
sumed that this was the first time that the gentle- 
man presumed to say that he and those who acted 
with him were alone, of all the members of the 
House, competent to judge what was the Consti- 
tution and the laws on this subject. Why, sir, 
said Mr. B. if the law and the Constitution is so 
clear, I presume that rio one would object to these 
gentlemen taking their seats. But, sir, that is the 
issue. We doubt whether the law and the Consti- 
tution is so clearly in their favor. We undertake 
to say that they are not elected according to the 
Constitution and the laws of New Jersey. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania says that they are; 
but there are other gentlemen in this body who 
have the right to exercise their judgment with re- 
gard to the Constitution and the laws of New Jersey, 
as well as the gentleman from Pennsylvania and his 
friends, The gentleman seemed to think that the 
passing over the names of those gentlemen who have 
the certificate of the Governor of New Jersey would 
be disrespectful to that high functionary. Ay, 


i sir, are there not others whose opinions are to be 


respected as well as that of the Governor? I say 
that the sovereign people of New Jersey are entitled 
to some respect, and that the Representatives that 
they have sent here are as much entitled to cre- 
dence as those commissioned by the Governor. 
We are not the representatives of the Governor, 
hut of the sovereign people of New Jersey. There 
is a contest here between the Governor on one side, 
and the people of New Jersey on the other; and the 
people call on us to do them justice. They con- 
tend that the Governor has committed an outrage 
upon their rights; and shall we not listen to them 
because it may be considered disrespectful to the 
Governor if we do so? These are important facts, 
and mast be decided on before we can go into a de- 
cision as to which set of gentlemen are entitled to 


their seats as Representatives from New Jersey. 
Gentlemen, said Mr. B. deceive themselves, ac- 
cording to my mind. If their object is to get these 
names called before organizing the House, what is 
to prevent us from having the names of the five 
other gentlemen called? But, say gentlemen, the 
Governor of New Jersey has given his certificates, 


and those only who hold them are entitled to their | 


seats. To this we answer, have not the people of 
New Jersey elected their Representatives, and sent 
sufficient evidence of it here; and have they nota 
right to be heard? These are solemn questions, 


Mr. CLERK, and deserve to be seriously weighed | 
and considered,to arrive at a correct understanding | 


of this subject. Mr. B. said he deemed the whole 
of the propositions made by the gentlemen on tbe 
other side 10 be utterly impracticable. We cannot, 


said he, act atallin this matter until we adopt the | 


proposition of my friend from Virginia. I know 

that before we can dccide understandingly upon 

this matter, we must take into consideration the 

laws of the State of New Jersey bearing upon it; 

but we cannot do it now, because it is not the pro- 

pertime. But here is the sacred chart (bolding up 

the Constitution) by which we are to direct our 

course, and by that, at a proper time, we shall 

make our decision. We must then take up the 

. law of New Jersey; but when we do so, we must 

must not forget to take into consideration the facts 

on which the election took place; and as, accord- 
ing to the Constitution, each House isto be the 
judge of the qualification of its membe:s, we must 
judge of the qualifications of these gentlemen and 
their competitors with all the facts, as well as the 
law, before us. If, then, it should be found 
that the Governor of New Jersey had pro- 
ceeded without authority of Jaw—if it should 
be found that he had dared to usurp the 
authority of this House, there his certificate should 
be treated with the contempt that it deserved. Bat 
Mr. B. doubted whether the debate on the present 
oceasion had not been thrown out as a mere catch 
to contro! public opinion. Ifhe was not mistaken, 
when the proper time arrived, and when the facts 
should be brough: out, he doubted very much 
whether the Constitution and the laws of New 
Jersey would bear out the Governor in his high- 
handed proceedings. But the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania contended that now was the time to make 
this investigation. How wasitto be done? It 
appeared to him, Mr. B. said, that they could not 
proceed one step in the matter, until the House was 

organized. To procred farther, was clearly im- 
practicable. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
reflected upon the conduct of the CLERK, and it 

appeared to him with very little justice. Why, 

sir, (addressing the Cuerk) you would be unworthy 

the place you hold, if you had acted otherwise ? 

What had the Crerx dune, he would ask gentle- 

man? Why, upon aquestion of doubt and diffi- 

culty, he declines the responsibility of de- 
ciding, and refers the matter to the House. 

Mr. B. hoped that a Clerk of that House 
nevet might be permitted to decide upon ques- 
tions so vitally affecting the interests of the 
people of this Union, as this did. Mr. B. had no 

doubt that if the CLerx should go on calling over 
the names of gentlemen whose seats were contest- 

ed in the manner the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia contended for, that the moment the names of 
one party were called, a motion would be made to 

call the names of the other party; and if one of 
them was permitted to vote, there was no power on 

earth that could exclude the other. He would ask 

gentlemen, then, on the other side, what could they 

gain by pressing this question? What (said he) 

have we as yet done towards organizing the House? 

Nothing. He therefore thought that the course 

pointed out by the gentleman from Vermont, was 
the best that they could pursue—tbat is, said he, 
proceed to organize the House, and decide on 
the evidence of these gentlemen to their seats after- 
wards, . 

Mr. SLADE explained, that he only meant a 
partial organization of the House, so as to form a 
quorum competent te decide as to the evidence of 
membership. 

Mr. BYNUM continued his remarks at some 
length, taking various precedents bearing on the 
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case exactly in point, in which neither party was 
permitted to take a seat, until a final decision was 
made by the House, after a thorough investigation 
of the merits of the case. 

Mr. GALBRAITH said he could not under- 
stand the course of argument of some gentlemen 
here. They charge the CLerk wilh usurpation of 
power in the course he has chosen to take in an- 
nouncing the conflicting claims to the five seats 
from New Jersey, and urge upon us the danger of 


| a Clerk undertakiag to determine who are entitled 


t0 seats; that he has no right, no power, to decide; 
and yet, with the same breath, they condemn him 


‘ because he has declined giving any decision, ex- 
pressing his doubts and inability to determine. It | 


had been said by the CLerk that he could not de- 
cide on the conflicting claims. It was therefore to 
be taken that such was the case. Who was to be 


the judge of that but the Crerx himself? Can any | 


other gentleman judge better than hecan? Suppose 
the CrerK had undertaken to decide in favor of the 
other claimants, than those from whom the objec- 
tion comes; then, indeed, might there have becn 
some ground for the charge of usurpation ~ of 
power; but in avoiding to decide, and preceeding 
to calf the list of members whose claims were un- 
disputed, until there should be an undoubted quo- 
rum competent to decide, he could not see the sha- 
dow of foundation for the charge of usurpation. 

He said it hed been speken of as an extraordi- 
nary course, a disrespect cffered to the State of 
New Jersey, that the members from that State 
should be passed over until the list was gane 
through. Me would ask what right, as a matter of 
right, New Jersey had to be called before Pennsyl- 
vania? It was a mere order of calling, based upon 
the geographical position of the several States; 
which had, it was true, been generally adopted by 
the House, asa matter of convenience, not predi- 
cated either upon the age, size, or population of 
the States, but commencing in the East, and going 
though to the extreme West; and had been some- 
times reversed incalling for petitions, resoiutions, 
&c. No rights of New Jersey were, theretore, 
compromitted or injured by the proposed course of 
calling the list of undisputed members, when there 
would be a competent number to decide upon 
something. At present it was useless to discnss— 
there was no body competent to decide upon any 
question. Is was the only practicable course that 
could be pursued. It did not even involve the 
question of organizing prior to determining the 
right to seat of the New Jersey claimants. When 
there should be a sufficient number called, of un- 


_ questioned members, to form a qnorum competent 


to decide, as there. undoubtedly would be when the 
list was gone thrcugh, then it would be determined 
whether we should - organize first, and decide upon 
those claims afterwards, or decide upon the prima 
facie right to the seats before organizing, and de- 
termine the permanent right after the House should 
be regularly organized. 

While he was up, he felt called upon to say a 
word or two in relation to himself, as connected 
with this New Jersey affair. He was not in the 
habit of replying to newspaper articles, but a para- 
graph had found its way into the columns of a 
number of respectable journals in the country, and 
one in this city, (the National Intelligencer,) taken 
from a paper published in his district, calculated 
to make an unfavorable impression upon the minds 
of his fellow members, many of whom were stran- 
gers to him, and he felt it as a duty to himself to 


remove any such impression which might have 


been made. He was reported in that paragraph 
to have declared, ata public meeting, that if the 
returned members from New Jersey should attempt 
to take their seats, there would bea mob, ete. It 
was true there was a public meeting, and it was 
also true that, by invitation, he had submitted some 
remarks at that meeting, the purport of which, he 
presumed, it was not important he should repeat 
here. It was sufficient for him to say that the arti- 
c'e alluded to was a total misr?presentation of his 
views, and a gross perversion of the language used 
by him on that occasion. 

Mr. EVERETT contended that according to 
Parliamentary usage, and the established custom of 
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that body, it was the duty of the CLERK to enrol the 
names of those gentlemen from New Jersey who 
claimed their seats in virtue of the Governors cer- 
tificate, and to call them over in their order. He 
contended that the Cuerk hed no right to depart in 
this instance from the established custom, because 
there was a contest regarding the seats claimed by 
these gentleman, and that he was as mach bound to 
call over their names as to call over the name of 
the gentleman from the same State, whose right to 
his seat was not not contested. 


Mr. CRAIG addressed the House at some 
length. From the confusion prevailing at the time 
in the House, the commencement of this gentle- 
man’s remarks was not heard. He was under- 
stood, however, as sustaining the courre pursued 
by the Cierk in declining to take the responsibility 
of dsciding who were entitled to the seats from 
New Jersey. He denied that the CLERK was bound 
by the certificate of the Governor of New Jersey, 
as contended for by the gentlemen from Pennsyl- 
vania, (Messrs. Binpie and Serceanr] and thought 
the evidence of the popular vote was entitled to as 
much weight as the certificate. The prima 
facie evidence had been heretofore taken under 
the rule of convenience, bat he would ask 
if, in a ease of palpable fraud, gentiemen 
would abide by this old rule of prima facie 
evidence, in defiance of truh and justice, and 
the strongest decumentary testimcoy. Aller all, 
all they were aiming at was to asczitain whether 
this or that five of the New Jersey gentle- 
men were entitled to the seats; and, therefore, 
if upon examination ıt should be found that 
those who did not come with the Governor’s certifi- 
cate had the majority of votes, would they putin this 
prima facie blind to deprive them of their seats? Mr. 
C. agreed with the gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. 
Stanr.] that the only proper course to be taken now, 
would be to pass by the names of the members, 
whose seats were contested, and call over all the 
other members so as to form a quorum. But, said 
Mr. C. take the contrary course, and you will be 
driven to the necessity of saying that the Governor's 
certificate, with the seal of the State of New Jersey, 
elects Representatives here. It might be true that 
this certifica'e was evidence, so far as it went; but 
suppose it states what is not trae—and it is made 
apparent to us that it contains a false stalement— 
what, then, are we to do?. Are we to shut out the 
truth, because we have the certificate of a Go- 
vernor, and the seal of a State? He knew of no law 
or rule of this House requiring them to receive only 
that particu'ar speci:s of evidence, to the exclusion 
of all other. It was, therefore, his opinion, that they 
ought to exclude both sets of members claiming to 
be Representatives from the State of New Jersey, 
until the House was organized, when it would be 
_competent for it to settle every doubtful question. 

Mr. E. concluded by expressing the opinion that 
the best way of getting over the difficulty would be 
to adopt the course proposed by the gentlemen 
from Virginia and Vermont; and that was, to pass 
over the State of New Jersey, and call the names 
of all the other members whose seats were not 
contested. 


Mr. MAXWELL addressed the House at some 
length in support of bis right to take a seat, argu- 
ing that the evidence he presented was as strong as 
that presented by any member, and that he had as 
much right to. lake his seat as any of those whose 
names had been already called. The certificate of 
the Governor of New Jersey, with the bruad seal 
of the State, was a document that the CLERK, in 
his opinion, had no right to pass by; and he consi- 
dered that it was the CLeRk’s duly to call bis 
name in its order. 


Mr. WHITE of Kentucky addressed the House 
at snme length ia support of the claims of the gen- 
tlemen who presented themselves with the Gover- 
nor’s certificate, taking the same ground as that 
taken by Messrs. BIDDLE and SERckaNnT; after 


a eee 
case, particularly that of Moore and Letcher, a 


‘which, 


Mr. BYNUM, having obtained the floor, gave 


way to 

Mr. MERCER, cn whose motion, and by gene- 
ral consent, 

The House adjourned. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GLOBE. 

L observe in the reference you made in your pa- 
per of last evening to my remarks yesterday upon 
the New Jersey case, the following: “ He (Mr. 
Stane) approved of the course taken by the CLERK 
in declining to take the responsibility on himself of 
deciding who were entitled to the seats from New 
Jersey, and thought that any other course would 
have been a usurpation of unauthorized aathority 
on the part of that officer.” i i 

Your reporter mistoak me. T maintained that it 
was competent for the CLERK to decide that he 
would not place the names of Mr. Aycrice and 
others, claiming seats, on the roll, if in his opinion 
there was such conflict between their returns and 
those of their competitors, as to render it doubtful 
who had the proper legal returns, or certificates of 
election. It was his power to do as he had done 
that I vindicated, and not the propriety of its exer- 
cise. Upon that question I gave no opinion, be- 
cause the grounds on which he had decided to ex- 
ercise the power in this case, were not before the 
House, and, as I thought, and still think, could not 
properly be until it should appear that there was a 
quorum present to form a House of Representatives, 
competent to hear, and act on them. If the papers 
presented to the CLE:K as credentials, by the gen- 
tlemen eontesting the right of Messrs. Aycriaa and 
others to seats, were such as I have been informed 
they were, itseems to me the CLERK erred in de- 
ciding that they impaired, in any degree, the title 
of the latter gentlemen to take their seats. But this 
was a question with which, as I viewed the matter, 
we had, at that stage of the proceedings, nothing 
to do. The Crerx had exercised his power 
of deciding, in the first instance, upon the “re- 
turns,” and his decision was conclusive until 
overruled by the House; which could not be done 
until there should appear to bea quorum of the 
members elect of the Twenty-sixth Congress pre- 
sent, to form a House. 

I need hardly add, after the above explanation, 
that] did not say that ‘any other course (than 
that of declining to take the responsibility of decid- 
ing who were entitled toseats) would have been 
a usurpation on the part of the CLERK. 

Respectfully yours, 
WILLIAM SLADE. 

December 3, 1839. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, December 3, 1839. 

The Hon. WM. D. MERRICK, elected by the 
L2gislature of the State of Maryland,a Senator 
from that State for six years from the 4th of 
March last, appeared, was qualified, and took his 
seat. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn, it ad- 
journ to meet to morrow at 12 o’clock, and daily 
thereafter at the same hour until otherwise ordered. 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

i HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

: Tusspay, Dec. 3, 1839. l 

‘At 12 o'clock, m. Mr. HUGH A. GARLAND 
(Elerk of the former House) called the House to 

\oFder, and stated that the gentleman from North 
arolina [Mr. Bynum] had possession of . the floor 

t the time of the adjournment oa yesterday, and, 
with the permission of that gentleman, he would 
beg leave to make a respectful appeal to the House. 
No man, said Mr. G. feels more than I do the 
delicacy and difficulty of his position. From the 
beginning I have felt a high responsibility resting 
upon me, and before God and my country, I assure 
you I have had but one motive, and that was to do 
my daty justly and impartially, without regard to 
personal or party considerations. I have been 
placed in a novel and unprecedented situation. All 
the cases of centested elections heretofore pre- 
sented, have been presented to the House of Repre- 
sentatives itself, upon the petitions of the claiming 
members, and the Crerk had nothing to do with 
them. The only variation from that rule was in 
the case of Messrs. Moore and Letcher, of Ken- 
tucky. Both those gentlemen presented themselves 
before the House, and claimed the right to have 


erhaps, have remained unorgan) f 

fe ewe gentlemen had not voluntarily with- 
drawn their case until after the organization. he 
present case, however, was one entirely different j 
from the one referred to. The difficulty in be ii 
present case was presented to the CLERK himsel . 
Conflicting evidence was broaght into his office, 
and what was he to do? What was I to do in this j 
case? WasI to take upon myself the powers of H 
the House of Representatives—the powers which | 
the Constitution has given to it to decide on the |! 
qualifications of its members? I assure gentlemen 
that I have felt the delicacy of my sitaation, and I 
have labored assiduously to be enabled to come to 
correct conclusions in relation to this question. I, 
therefore, now respectfally appeal to this body, 
to permit me to make a statement which I have 
prepared in justification of my course on the pre- 
sent occasion; and I think the request 1S not un- 
precedented, when the conduct of a public officer 
has been brought in question, as mine has been on 
the present occasion. 

Mr. JENIFER asked if the CLERK designed to 
review his decision of-yesterday, and call the mem- 
bers from New Jersey, so that the House might go ! 
on without his interference. i 

The CLERK stated that he had taken the course | 
on yesterday, which he felt it to be his daty to | 
take, and he could not depart from it until he was 
satisfied that his course was then wrong. All he 
now asked, was, to make a respectful appeal to the 
House, and lay before gentlemen the grounds and 
motives which induced him to take the course he 


did. 
Mr. JENIFER contended that it was the duty of 


the CLERK to call the names of the five members 
from New Jersey returned by the Governor, and 
that he had no right to interrupt the organization 
ef the House by refusing to call them, when no 
objection had been made to having their names 
called. 

Mr. SLADE here rose and made a correction of 
an error in the report of his remarks of yesterday 
in one of the papers of the city, which was not 
heard at the Reporter’s desk. 

Mr. ATHERTON hoped that the CLerK might 
be permitted to make the statement which he desired 
to make to the House, without objection being 
made on the part of any member-— 

Cries of “Proceed ! proceed !” 

Mr. TALIAFERRO rose, and inquired of the 
Cuerk if he had in his possession more than one 
return from the State of New Jersey, such as the 
law of New Jersey prescribed? 

Cries of “Proceed! proceed!” “No, no.” 

Mr. STANDEFER objected to the CLERk’s 
making any statement. Let some of his friends 
on the floor make a statement, ifa statement was 
necessary. 

Mr. WISE thought it due to the Crerx—in the 
situation which usage, if not law, and usage in this 
case he regarded as law, had placed him—to be 
permitted to make a statement. He was very de- 
sirous to hear a statement, and doubtless other gen- | 
tlemen were desirous to hear a statement, of the | 
reasons why the Cuerk had not discharged the 
duty which law and usage had imposed upon him. 
He hoped, therefore, that all gentlemen would ac- 
quiesce in hearing this statement, and perhaps their | 
action might be influenced by it. It was only per- 
suasive, and not authoritative; and certainly he 
thought gentlemen ought to agree to hear any 
evidence on the subject which the CLERK might 
have to present. Some called for the reading of 
the law on yesterday, some for the reading of the 
certificates, and some desired that the names of the 
five members from New Jersey might be called; 
and as he made no statement on yesterday why 
the names were not placed on the roll and called, 


universal consent. 

When Mr. W. resumed his seat, there were 
cries to the CLerk to “Go on.” 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky said, for one, he en- 
tered his solemn protest against the reading of this 
prepared document by the Cierx. He asked if 
the Representatives of the people were to have | 


| ficiently on the subject. ; t 
: no matter who rose and objected here—it was 
| no matter what the newspapers of 
| try had published—it was no 


; that floor. 
he thought this statement ought now to be heard by |! 


the purpose of making a i } 
the eee and he thought, when his friend 
from Virginia (Mr. 


this statement read, ot r e 
In his view, it was 


the coun- 
matter what alfida- 
vits the loafers of New Jersey had sent in tO arrest 
the laws of New Jersey. It was the duty of the 
Cuerk to take the evidence produced, in confer- 
mity to the laws of New Jersey, and it was not his 
duty to rise and make statements here in relation to 
the matter. Suppose the CLERK did go on and 
make this statement, would we go on and discus: 
this matter coolly where we left off? No, sir. The 
moment that he was done, new points would be 
raised, and we would be involved in greater diff- 
culties than we are at present. We would have 
difficulty enough in deciding the matter, if we went 
on discussing this matter now, without permitting 
new puints to be raised by the Cierk; and he pro- 
tested against hearing any statement from him. 
Mr. WISE was sorry to be thrust into a debate 
with his own friends; but he thought if the genlie- 
man from Kentucky would listen to what he had 
to say, he could convince him that it was proper, 
legal, furmal, and orderly, that the Crerk should 
make this statement. It was true that the CLERK 
was not technically -an officer of the House; but, 
by the Jaw of usage and necessity, he was always 
permi:ted to hold the place which he now held. 
He was the quondam Clerk of the last Congress, 
and presented himself here first to render to his suc- 
cessor in office the records of the House; secondly, 
the Clerk was here by the law of usage, and the 
ordinance of 1785, imposed the daty upon the CLERK 
of the last Congress to ixeep a roll of members of 
Congress, and to call over that roll at their meeting. 
Mr. W. here read the ordinance of 1785; and 
also a resolution of 1791, to show that the CLERK 
was sworn to perform this duty. He contended 
that by this resolution, if the CLERK wes 
sworn to perform this daty, and that, if 
he did not perform it, he whould be disre- 
garding his duty. He was under a moral 
obligation to perform it; but the members of 
the House were not under this moral obliga- 
tion, inasmuch as no oath had been yet ad- 
ministered to them. The CierK was bound by an 
oath to perform his duty, but the members of this 
House were not under this sacred obligation. The 
Cierk was bound by his oath to discharge his 
duty;but the members of the House were pre- 
sumed to be partisans. They were presumed to 
come from the heated mass of political fermenta- 
tion. We come here (said Mr. W.) with all our 
partisan feeling—the blind and devoted slaves of 
party—but the Clerk was presumed to be above this 
political fanaticism. The CLerx was bound by his 
oath to be free from political inflnences,and, by the 
resolution referred to, to be in office until he was 
superseded by his successor. Mr. W. read the 
ordinance of 1785, prescribing the duties of the 
Secretary of Congress; and said if he had been on 
intimate terms with the CLERK, he would have 
gone to his room andappealed to him, as an officer 
by usage, if not law, as a Virginia gentleman, 
bound by a solemn oath to perform a certain duty, 
and as a Christian, who needs no oath to bind 
him to discharge the duty which this resolution 
and the Jaw of usage imposed upon him. The 
CLerk had stated to the House on yesterday 
that he was not a judge, and verily he (Mr. 
W.) agreed that he was nota judge, and aecord- 


| ing to his view of the Constitution, no man here 


was a judge of his prima facie right to a seat on 
Neither the CuerxK, nor any other man 
now present, could judge of his credentials. Un- 


j der the Constitution he considered that, at the pre- 
' sent stage of proceedings, they were in transitu be- 
; tween the House of Representatives and their con- 

stituents, and no one had the right to decide upon 


his credentials. 


_ Mr. W. then read the clause from the Constitu- 
tion which gave to the States the power at present 


to regulate elections, cited the mode by which the 
Representatives from Virginia obtained their cer- 
tificates of election, and contended that when that 
certificate was obtained, as it was there, from the 
sheriffs of their district, there was no power to pre- 
vent them from taking their seats in this House in 
the first instance. When a gentleman here pre- 
sented the evidence that he was entitled to his seat, 
it was not the duty of the Cierx to decide judi- 
cially upon it. He was not a judicial officer, 
bat a mere ministerial officer. His duty was mere- 
ly to receive the evidence presented to him, and 
enter it. Had the Cerk the evidence in this case? 
Ifso, why did he not enter the names of the five 
New Jersey members upon the roll. The 
Cerk had said that he is not the person to 
decide the question who are entitled to seats, and 
has referred the matter to us; but we bave no 
more right to decide it at present than he has; and 


the question will necessarily come back to the i 


Cuerg at last to be decided; and this was the view 


which he desired to press upon the CLERK, and | 


make him, as a man situated above party, as a 


sworn officer, and as a Christian, do that directly j; 
which he would be forced to do indirectly. The | 
take upon him- | 


CLerk has said he was not to 
self to decide on this question, but refers it 
to the House, as if we` were a conven- 
tion of ministers, who had the power to 
decide on each other’s credentials; but when you 
put the question as to whether the credentials of 
the five gentlemen from New Jersey shall be re- 
ceived, who shall vote upon it, Mr. Aycriaa and 
his political friends, or Mr. Dickerson and his po- 
litical friends? In refusing to decide on this ques- 
tion, the CLERK does decide. The failure to enter 
the names of the five members from New Jersey 
has all the effect of a judgment—the potential 
effect of a judgment. It will be impossible for 
the House to decide upon this question, and it will 
devolve upon the CLernx or some one out of it 
to decide. We come back, then, to you, Mr. 
CLERK, and you may as well exercise that 
judgment at once, which yon will be compelled to 
do atlast. Hecontended that the evidence in this 
case was the certificate of the Governor of New 
Jersey, and that must be conclusive ‘in the first in- 
stance, because the moment gentlemen attempted 
to go behind that, as some gentlemen had suggested 
on this floor, they converted this massive, un- 
wieldy body into a Committee of Elections, and it 
would have to go back to the people of New Jer- 
sey and be carted about from one district to ano- 
other, to examine into the frauds which were gene- 
rally committed on both sides at elections, which 
would lead them into interminable difficulties. 
The Cier« has said that he could not decide upon 
these certificates, but, at the same time, he has de- 
cided upon them. He has decided that Mr. Ran- 
poten has a certificate in the proper form, and has 
put his name upon the roll. Well, if his certifi- 
cate is properly presented to him, and in a proper 
form, are not the certificates of the other five New 
Jersey members in proper form? They are pre- 
cisely in the same form of Mr. Ranpotpn’s. If 
his is good, theirs are good, and if his is 
bad theirs are bad. If the Cierx has not violated 
his daty in placing Mr. Ranpourn’s name upon 
the roll, it cannot be a violation of his duty to 
place the names of Mr. Aycrice and his colleagues 
on the roll. The certificate of the Governor in 
their case was prima facie evidence of their right to 
a seat, and neither the Crerk nor the House, at 
the present time, had the right to deprive them of 
taking their seats. Suppose (said Mr. W.) objec- 
tion should be made to my taking my seat, be- 
cause some one should pretend that he had a 
right to it; would I permit the CLERK to prevent me 
from participating in the organization of the House 
in such case ?- Has the CLerx any right or power, 
ander the Constitution and the laws, to prevent any 
body from exercising his right here, when he has 
the evidence that he has a right to his seat in his 
possession. No; the*Cier« had no right to prevent 
him from taking his seat when he had his certificate 
in bis pocket; and although he did not desire to 
preach revolutionary doctrines, he would not be 
put to the test for all that the world could give him. 
Neither ycu, Mr, Cuenx, nor any one else here, had 
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the right or the power, to judge on the matter 
which the seven sheriffs of my district alone have 
the right to decide. ` 
Mr. W. eonsidered that the most proper mode 
| of oiganization would be, for the CLeRk to call 
over the States, and then each member could rise 
and present his credentials; and when they pre- 
| sented their credentials in the proper form, they 
| were entitled to their seats, and there was no 
; power to prevent them from taking their seats, 
‘and holding them until the House, after it was 
| properly organized, investigated the case. 
He considered the duty of the CLERK to 
_ te a plain and simple duty, and he again ap- 


i pealed to him, as a sworn officer, to say 
‘whether it was nət his duty to enter 
: upon the roll the names of the gentle- 


i. men who had the certificate of the Governor 


of New Jersey, under the broad seal of the State, 
whatever might be hisconvictions as to what ought 
to have been done by the Governor; and if the 
CLERK had to decide this question at last, indi- 
` rectly, was it not better that he shouid decide it at 
once? 


: what the Cierk had to say, and hoped he would be 
| permitted to make the statement he had prepared, 
| because he wished the CLerK to fell him, asa 


sworn officer, as a native born gentleman of his | 


‘own mother State, and as a Christian, ready to an- 
swer before God and his country, why he had not 
| discharged his duty in the present case. 
Mr. BRIGGS was understcod to say that he 
thought the Cierx ought to be heard by the 
House, as he might probably give gentlemen some 
' reasons which might satisfy them that he was 
| right. Besides, the members here assembled were 

discussing, and had been discussing, the propriety 
: of the course which the Cierk had pursued, and 
` it was but proper that he should give the reasons 
i which induced him to pursue this course. After 
this, the discussion on the floor might go on; and 
perhaps it woald satisfy the Cuerk that he was 
wrong in the course he had pursued, and he might 
' be induced to take a different course. 


who was placed in a delicate and responsible posi- 


| 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


tion, and who was acting in a manner new and 
unprecedented, should have the privilege of being 
heard by the House. | 


Mr. WHITE replied to the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisz,] and con’ended 
that the ordinance of 1785, and the resolution of 
1791, in relation to the duties of the Secretary of 
Congress, were no more binding upon the present 
body than the rules of the last Congress. “Their 
force was only recognised by courtesy, and they 
had no binding effect upon this body. The present 
Cierk had undertaken to do what no Clerk had 
ever’ before done, and he hoped his friends would 
not permit him to pursue the course aitempted 
to be pursued. He thought there was something 
to be seen in the course which the CLERK was pur- 
| sning; and he hoped he would not be permitted to 
make any statements to this body in relation to the 
present case. 
quasi CLerx of any of his rights; but if he desired 
to publish the reasons which induced him to pursue 
the course he had, he was at liberty to do sc; but 
he objected to the CLerg making the statement in 
this body. 

Mr. CUSHING desired to address himself to the 
gentlemen here present; for although he recognised 
the Crere in his place as the individual who was 
to keep the records of the House, and as the indivi- 
dual who, under the order of the House, could put 
questions, yet we were here the Representatives of 
the sovereign States of the Union, recognising each 
other as such, aml he desired to address a word to 
gentlemen here present, on the issue presented to 
them, He desired to hear what the Creax had 
to say, and he hoped he might be permitted 
io make a statement, for he thought the cir- 
curstance demanded that there should be. ex- 
planation, so that we might know, and the 
people might know, why-i® was that the pro- 
ceedings of the Representatives of the sovereign 
States of this Union were here arrested by the gen- 


In conclusion, he said that he desired tohear | 


It seemed | 
i to him but common justice that this gentleman, | 


sanami a herent on ee Nd RS 


He had no desire to deprive this , 


` present. 


7 


tleman who sits in that chair, What are we? What 
constitutes this assembly? Weare Representatives 
of the sovereign States of this Union, and we re- 
spectively come here armed with the documentary 
ev dence of our right to seats which the laws of the 
States communicate to us; and we come here, 
and take our seats of right, and not because our 
names may or may not be entered upon the roll 
by the CLERK. 

The members from Maine, New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, &c. were called by the CLERK, and 
when he came to the State of New Jersey, he 
called the name of one gentleman, upon the com- 
mission of the Governor of that State. But why 
did the Cerk not proceed? Had not Messrs. 
Aycricc, Hatsteap, &c. identically the same evi- 
dence of their right to seats? Had they not the 
same title to seats that Mr. Ranpetpnt had? There 
could be no good reason given, under the Constitu- 
tion and Jaws of the land, why the names of these 
gentlemen should not be placed on the ro'l, be- 
cause the moment you go behind the certificcte of 
the Governor, you raise the case of a contested 
election, and that can only be done after the 
House is properly organized. It may be that Mr. 
Dickerson and his associates are entitled to their 
seals, but we cannot act on that question now. We 
are only now to act npon the certificate, which is 
of record in the Crerx’s ofice. Under this state 
of facts, he desired to know why it was that the 
certificates of the five members from the Siate of 
New Jersey, under the great seal of the State, and 
made out in pursuance of the laws of the State, 
and which was recognised by the Cierk in the 
case of Me. Ranpotpn, should be disregarded by 
the CLerk. “He desired to know of the CLERK 
why it was, when the Same evidence was presented 
to him in the case of these five gentlemen, which 
was presented in the case of Mr. RANDOLPH, 
that he refused to put their names upon the 
roll, and proceed with the organization of the 
body. He hoped that the House would hear the 


i statement of the CLerk, but when that statement 


was laid before them, he hoped they should come 
to some practical point. We have been debating 
intricate aud abstract questions, and. he bad been 
surprised to hear gentlemen attempt to nullify and 
stallify their own powers, by arguing that we could 
nct vote, and decide. upon any quesiion. Why 
can we not decide} We cannot choose a Speaker 
without deciding. When gentlemen say we can- 
not vote and decide, they also say it is not in order 
tə choose a Speaker, for that will be the next 
siep in our proceedings. Gentlemen were greatly 
mistaken when they argued that we could not vote. 
We can vote, and he supposed we would be voting 
viva vece by and by. The proof was con- 
clusive tuat we could vole and decide, but he 
looked a little farther. We were hot sworn mem- 
bersiof this House. True it is we have our certi- 
ficates, but we are an wnorganized body, yet we 
are a bedy of men with souls, as well as bodies, 
and may we not make an issue, and decide on that 
issue? Ele considered that we had the inherent 
right to vote and -decide. In the House of 
Commons, from whence we derive all our 
ideas of Parliamentary practice, the Clerk 
puts questions at. their meeting, and it is 
so entered on their Journal, by order of the persons 
He does so because he is their servant, 
and not their master. The Clerk there puts ques- 
tions, not as the presiding officer, but as the agent 
and servant of the House. There is an inhereat 
necessity that we should vote and decide on quer- 
tions, and it was idle to argue that we could do 
nothing but by unanimous censent. It was next 
to impossible to find unanimous consent on any 
question. He denied any such principle. We may 
decide upon questions put by the Creex, or we 
may appoint a chairman to put those questions, as 
is done in conventions. These were his views, 
and fcr the purpose of bringing them to a practical 
test, Mr. C. moved the members that the CLERK tO 
the last House of Represematives have permission 
to read the statement that he bas requested leave to 
read, and that the question on this moticn be put 
by the CLERK. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL inquired of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Wuire,] whether he waived 


to the Crerx making a statement 
explanatory of the course he had pursued? 


his vbjection 


Mr. WHITE. 1 protest against the CLERK 
reading that document which lies on his table. I 
bave no objection to his making a brief statement, 
confining himself to his reasons for the course taken 
by him. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said, if there were any 
thing like concurrence in the views of gen- 
tlemen who supported those who came here 
with the certificate ur commission of the Goveraor 
of New Jersey, the task of answering them would 
be much more simple and easy; but gentlemen had 
so many and such conflicting modes of attaining 
the same ulterior object, as at least to jus- 
tify a suspicion that the object itself could 
not be a very defensible one. One seemed 
willing to trust the Crern, and charged him 
with gross delinquency for not inscribing on 
his roll the names of Mr. Yorke and his associates. 
Other gentlemen seemed unwilling to trust him, and 
thought it best that we should pass over the con- 
tested seats until we got a quorum. To whom 
were the arguments, submitted by gentlemen, 
mainly addressed? Most of the speeches to 
which he had listened, had been addressed 
to the CLerx of the House; some severely 
arraigning his conduct, and others evidently 
designed to induce the CierK to recede from 
the position he had taken. Now, did not 
common justice, he had almost said common de- 
cency, demand that the Crer should have the 
opportunity of explaining? 1 
tlemen deny him this very reasonable privi- 
lege? Why were gentlemen here, in limine, 
so anxious to exclude the light? Was this 
in accordance with the principle that induced 
them to exclude the evidence that went to show 
that the certificate of the Governor was in truth 
and in fact no evidence of the expressed will of the 
soverign people of New Jersey, but that others ac- 
tually received the majority? Had it come to this, 
that the voice of a majority of the people of a sove- 
reign State was not only to be silenced by notes 
of mere form and technicality, but that a function- 
ary who had taken a course that might, in its con- 
sequences, possibly give effect to that voice, was 
not to be allowed the opportunity of explaining 
and justifying his course, and that, too, after it had 
been animadverted upon in no sparing manner? 
He hoped his friend from Kentucky [Mr. Wire] 
would review the determination he had expressed, 
never to permit the Cenk to read the explanation 
he had proposed to submit to us. It was due toa 
functionary whom we held responsible for official 
action, and whose decision had bzen so severely 
criticised. 

Mr. V. said he had already remarked, that most 
of the speeches had been addressed to the CLERK, 
to induce him to abandon the position he had taken. 
Suppose he refused to recede—and it was not to be 
presumed that he had announced his decision with- 
out due consideration—what course then remained 
to us, if he remained consistent, but that proposed 
by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Rives.] 
His motion was, that we pass, for the present, over 
the contested New Jersey seats, call the residue of 
the members whose right to seats was not contro- 
verted; and then, having a quorum, we would 
be in a situation to decide, whether, before organi- 
zation, all the claimants should stand back. No 
other alternative remained to us, If the CLERK 
did not inscribe the names of either set of the New 
Jersey claimants on his roll, we must, from the 
law of necessity, by general eonsent, pass the con- 
tested seats, and postpone further action upon them 
until we procured a quorum competent to act. He 
had heard a great deal about the law of necessity. 
He acknowledged its fall force and obligation upon 
this occasion. But there was another law to which 
we were here, in the discharge of our high duties, 
amenable; he meant that law of courtesy and pro- 

riety which should ever govern our deliberations 

ere. He viewed the good tone and temper with 
which the debate had thus far been conducted, as 
an ample pledge that nothing unbecoming the 
places we occupied would be attempted or uttered. 
To return, then, again to this universally respected 
law ot necessity, he would ask whether it did not 


Why did gen-. 


——— ee eee 


| Here, then, 


` not to be catechised.] 
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irresistibly drive us into the course suggested by 
the gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. Rives.] 

The Creek had decided, that in the present stage 
of our proceedings, no question could be taken. 


And it must be so; for no roll having yet been | 


called, and no quorum ascertained, any body would 
now have aright to vote. Could not each of the 
conflicting claimants from New Jersey claim and 
exercise the right of voting? What could prevent 
them? Why not vo'e as well as any other gen- 
tleman whose name had not yet been called? 
we would exhibit the monstrosity 
of five more members voting within this bar, 


than the Constitution or the laws of Congress . 


ever authorized to be elected to the House? We 
were then driven to the necessity, if our object were 
not disorganization, of passing over the contesting 
members, until the list of the undisputed members 
was completed, and thus secure a tribunal to lock 
into their case. 

[Here Mr. Wise asked Mr. V. to 
in order to ask him a questicn. E 
would yield it for the purpose of explanation, but 


after the roll 
any 
this 
the 


And here he would ask, whether, 
was called, and before the Speaker was chosen, 
efficient action could be had upon 
subject matter. He had no doubt on 
subject. 
itthe moment the CLerx had finished calling the 
list of the members whose seats were not disputed. 
From the very necessity and fitness of things, a 
power resulted to us to act upon matters of 
description in that stage of our existence. We 
were a “House” before the Speaker was chosen. 


The Constitution had created us such, by means of | 
the expressed will of the sovereign people of our || 


respective districts. Parliaments and Congresses 
existed long before Speakers. There was a 
sort of preliminary organization the moment 
the roll was called by the Crerx. And 
to sustain him ia this position, he had very 
high authority, in adistinguished gentleman from 


Vermont, (Mr. Evererr,} whom he differed from in | 


politics, but whom he always listened to with plea- 
sure. 
from Vermont, who sat before him, [Mr. Stapz,]} 
the powerful aid of his colleague. He would now 


this | 


| 


: this would imply? 


yield the floor, ` 


Mr. V. said he | be expedient that both 


We were a House competent toact upon | 


He would bring to the aid of the gentleman | 


© South Amboy, 


read an extract from his (Mr. Evererr’s] speech, | 
which expressed his (Mr. V’s) opinions with so . 


much more force and perspicuity than he cou! 
express them, that he would adopt them as part 
of his argument. Mr. V. here read an extract 
from the speech of Mr. Everett, in the case 
of Claiborne and Gholson as reported 
the National Intelligencer of the 6:h September, 
1837, as follows: 


“Gentlemen were in error, in supposing that the | 


House was under no law. There was alaw which . 


bound them, and that was the Jaw of universal || 
It was ` 


practice—the common law of Parliament. 
a mistake to suppose that the House was not or- 
ganized until a Speaker was appointed. There was 
a preliminary organization, which enabled it to 
act asa body. As to the list called by the CLERK, 
he formed it according to usage, on what he 
deemed authentic information. He did so on his 
own responsibility. As soon as the list was com- 
pleted, and the members had answered to their 
names, they formed an organized body, and might 
proceed to elect a Speaker, a Clerk, or a Commit- 
tee of Elections, just as they thonght best, or might 
at once proceed to decide on the credentials of in- 
dividuals. In the present case, before the list had 
been gone through, those whose names had not yet 
been called had no right whatever to vote, any 
more than the surrounding spectators.” 

This doctrine, said Mr. V. so ably put forth by 
the gentleman from Vermont, must be true. 
What sad consequences might result if it were 
otherwise. Suppose the CLERK is convinced, by 
evidence before him, that the certificate produced 
by a pretending member is a forgery; and that in 
consequence of the sudden death of the Go- 
vernor, or other certifying officer, the oppo- 
site party could not procure the genuine docu- 
ment. Is there so much magic in this prima facie 
evidence that the CLerx must passively enter his 
name upon the rolls, and permit the villain not 


only to defile these seats, but to participate with us 
in our incipient, most important acts and delibera- 
tions? Are we indeed so impotent a body as all 
Must the poisoned fruit of 
fraud and villany not only be produced und 
reaped, but actually eaten, before we can interpose 
an effectual veto to the production and participa- 
tion of it? He would resist, and resist in an or- 
derly manner, of course, long and most lustily, to 
avert such consequentes; for they would involve 
the guarantee, that the potential voice of the ma- 
jority of the sovereign people of New Jersey was 
most culpably disobeyed. 

How far he would consent to act upon Cases ot 
contested elections before the election of Speaker 
and the organizatien of the House, in the common 
acceptation of the term, was another question. But 
we could, in this case, act far enough to enable us 
to determine whether one or the other set of gen- 
tlemen were elected, or, at all events, whether there 
was so much doubt on the subject as that it would 
should stand back until a 
Speaker was chosen and a Committee of Elections 
appointed. As to these two sets of credentials, the trial 
upon which we would first enter was a trial of the 
record, and in order to this, nothing but an inspec- 
tion of the record’ was necessary. The law of 
New Jersey declares “that the persons who have 
the greatest number of votes from the whole State, 
are the persons chosen by the pecple of New 
Jersey.” Mind, sir, the law is emphatic; “the great- 
est number of votes from the whole State,” not from 
part of the State, om tting the good old Democratic 
towns of Millville and South Amboy. The 
commission of the Governor, upon which Mr. 
Yorke aud his associates rely, assumes the fact 
that they received the “greatest number of votes 
from the whole State.” This is at least implied, 
if not expressed. The Governor then bases bis 
commission upon a return of votes from the who'e 
State—upon a record, purporting to show that the 
gentlemen whom he commissioned received the 
greatest number of votes. Their opponents come 
in and say there isno such record. You, Mr. Go- 
vernor, based your certificate upon only part of 
the record. You remembered to forget that there 
were two such towns, named Milville and 
in the State; for you did 
not compute the votes of thesetowns. They 
adduce the actual return, or the evidence of 
the actual return, as filed in the Department of 
State, from which it appears that the record upon 
which the Governor has based his certificate, or 
commission, is partial and defective. It is not the 
true and genuine record. Would this not rebut the 


` prima facie evidence of the certificate? Prima facie, 


' sir! What was the good sense and nature of prima 


facie evidence? It was, that it stood good, until 
rebutted by other and higher evidence; but, accord- 
ing to the doctrine of gentlemen, it was not, in its 
nature, here prima facie, but conclusive—con- 
clusive at least so far as to preclude a 
rebuttal until after the mischief was done; after the 
prima facie members had voted for Speaker, that 


- high and responsible officer, who appoints your 


committees, lhe eyes and organs of the House. 
Prima facie evidence was, indeed, thus invested with 
new and unheard of characteristics. 

It was said by some, that we could not open the 
whole door, and go intothe whole case before a 
Speaker was chosen, Here was the distinction, 
and in stating it, he would indicate how 
far he thought we might go in this 
our embryo state. We were, perhaps, not in 
a condition to purge the polls, to go beyond 
the ballot boxes, into the consideration of evidence 
designed to show that votes were given by disquali- 
fied persons; for such an inquiry would involve 
the examination of voluminous, and, no doubt, 
conflicting testimony; and this could not well be 


. done without a committee; but we were competent 


to look at the record, to look at the returns, and see 
whether there was such a® record as that upon 
which the Governor bases his certificate. How 
feasible was our course after the roll was called, if 
we went only to the extent that his remarks 
would commit us; and this would be all that was 
necessary for the purpose of this case. This was a 
case sui generis. The distinction between this and 


and to erect a tribunal to decide who is le- 


the ordinary cases of contested elections, which were 
not entertained till afler our complete organization, 
was, that here the question arose upon the return, 
not upon the merits, in the more enlarged sense of 
the word. The question was not, whether a majo- 
rity was produced by the votes of disqualified 
voters, but whether the whole and trae result of the 
votes actually given and returned to the Governor 
had been returned to us; and this being a point of 
easy ascertainment, no good reason could be as- 
signed why we should not entertain the ques- 
tion, at least so far as to set mere pretenders aside 
till the House was completely organized. 

These (said Mr. V.) were his views and answers 
19 the technical points—the mere quest:ons of form 
—raised here, to preclude us from looking at the 
real truth and justice of the case; but he was free 
to confess that he was impelled to, and fortified in, 
the course he took, by other and higher considera- 
tions than any to which he had yet adverted. It 
was, that his course favored popular liberty; that 
the right and truth and justice and conscience 
of the case were all against the pretenders 
who claimed seats here merely “BrCAUSE OF THEIR 
Bonn.” He implored the House not to acknow- 
ledge itself so impotent, or so mystified by form, 
as to be blinded to substance; not to promulgate to 
the world that the potent voice and will of the 
people of a sovereign State, constitutionally ex- 
pressed, could here be practically frustrated and 
drowned, even foy‘a season, by the pitiful squeaking 
notes of form apf technicality. 
rved that the doctrines advanced 
an who had just resumed his seat, 
w morg extraordinary than any he had ever 
heard befére. What wasi? Why, thatthe gentlemen 


comingshere with the regular certificates of the 
Gogor of a State, as members from that State, 


shall be driven from their seats, and others coming 
here on their own assumption, shall be allowed them. 
He confessed ke was mortified at the course taken 
by several Whig members; be regretted that they 
should have consented to play into their opponents’ 
hands, by admitting that it would be proper to 
pass by the names of the members from New 
Jersey, until a quorum was called. When he 
came here to take his seat, he found it difficnit to 
get one, eleven seats having been already taken by 
the two sets of members from New Jersey, while 
that State was only entitled to six seats. Now, 
(said Mr. P.) before we proceed farther, we ought 
to make five ef these gentlemen march off. To un- 
derstand the position in which they were placed, 
it becaine necessary to inquire by what authority 
they were assembled here. They stood here by the 
authorities vested in them through the delegated au- 
thority of their States, whether they might be the 
Governor, sheriff, or judges of elections. That, 
said Mr. Pore, is the authority by which we are 
assemb'ed here. There was a political law which 
regulated this matter. It was this—that when a 
sovereign State speaks through her constituted au- 
thorities, you are bound to give fall faith and 
credit to them. We have all come here, Mr. P. 
said, with the authority granted to us by our re- 
spective States through their constitutional organs. 
The Constitution, it was trae, for reasons which 
Mr. P. stated, reserved the power to this House to 
judge of the abuse of power by these constitated 
authorities; bat until this House does so decide, 
the certificates given by these constituted authori- 
ties, are entitled to full faith and credit. 

Mr. P. said that in contending for the authority 
of the certificates of the Governor of New Jersey, 
he was only contending for the observance of esta- 
blished usage, and had no sach ulterior objects in 
view as the election of a Speaker, as had been im- 
puted to them. For his part, he would advise the 
Opposition in this House to let the Administration 
patty have the Speaker at any rate, and take the 
responsibility of conducting the business of the 
body. He was for letting them show their hands, 
in order that they might judge of the game they 


were to play. But in reference to the question be- . 


fore them, he would beg the gentleman from 
New York to answer him one question. Was it 
competent for the State of New Jersey, or New 
York, or any other State, to designate the manner 
of holding elections, to appoint judges of elections, 
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gally and constitutionally elected at such elec- 
tions? If so, had not the State of New Jersey 
appointed such judges, constituted such a 
tribunal, and had not the authorities delega- 
ted by her for that purpose, certified. with all the 
formalities of law, that the five gentlemen who 
have the commission of the Gevernor o! that State, 
were legally elected? Mr. P. contended that these 
certificates must stand as valid, until this House, 
in the last resort, decided otherwise. He asked 
how the five gentlemen who claimed their seats in 
virtue of the certificate of the Secretary of State 
that they had the majority of the votes given, could 
present themselves here at this stage of the pro- 
ceedings? All that, in his opinion, they could do, 
was to appeal to this House after it should be or- 
ganized, or to the regularly constituted authorities 
of their State, todo them justice. Mr. P. said that 
he had been for a long time a member of the Le- 
gislature of Kentucky, and for a short time a 
member of that House; but in all his legislative 
experience, he had never known that the persons 
having the power of attorney—the regular certifi- 
cate from the constituted authorities that they were 
elected, had ever been denied the rightto their 
seat until this time. But gentlemen asked who 
were to vole on this question. He answered, all 
those members assembled here, who had the cer- 
tificates from the regular constituted authorities of 
their State. He would ask by what arbitrary 
power could it be said that the State of New Jer- 
sey should be disfranchised, and her representatives 
deprived of their share in the organization of the 
House. Here was a question that must be settled 
before the House could proceed farther. We are 
assembled here, said Mr. P. not to play any trick 
of party with ea: h other, by which we may gain a 
party advantage, but as honorable men, as- 
sembled from twenty-six States of this Union, 
all wiiling and anxious to preserve the rights of the 
others, and, therefore, bound to receive the authen- 
tic evidence presented by each individual. No 
gentleman had a right to call upon the others 
to recognise him as a brother member, unless he 
was furnished with the regular certificate from the 
constituted authorities of his State. Those whose 
claims were otherwise presented might, at a proper 
time, after the organization of the House, show 
that injustice had been dene them; but until they 
did so, those only who had the regular certificates 
were entitled to the contested seats. It was unfor- 
tunate for the Whig party, Mr. P. said, that there 
seemed to be some disagreement among them- 
selves. Some of them were willing that those 
members whose seats were not contesied, 
should qualify, and thus make up a quorum com- 
petent to decide upon the others. This, to his 
mind, was wrong. We have (continued Mr. P.) 
neither the power to say that the five members from 
New Jersey shall not qifalify, nor had they the 
power to admit eleven from that State. The only 
possible way of getting out of the diffculty in which 
they were involved, was to admit those gentlemen 
enly who had the regular certificates of election. 


Mr. RHETT confessed that this morning it was 
his impression, from old opinions that he had en- 
tertained on the subject, that the CLERK of the 
House had no right to put a question, and that 
they, as members of Congress, were not bound to 
answer him. But the House (Mr. R. said) had 
decided that it was competent for the CLERK to put 
a question. He would now read from the Journal 
of the House for the first session of the Twenty-fifth 
Congress, the proceedings in which this decision 
was made. ' 

Here Mr. R. read as follows: 


“Walter S. Franklin, Clerk to the late House 
of Representatives, commenced the call of the roll 
of members by States, beginning with the State of 
Maine; and having called as far as the State of 
Mississippi, and being about to call the members 
from that State— 


Mr. Mercer, of Virginia, rose and moved the 
adoption of a resolution in the words following, to 
wit: , 

Resolved, That sufficient evidence has not been 
afforded to this House that John F. H. Claiborne 


9 


and Samuel J. Gholson are lawfully entitled to 
seats therein. 

The said resolution was read; and, after debate 
thereon, 

A motion was made by Mr. Bynum that it do lie 
on the table: 

And after further debate, the question was put 
that the resolution do lie on the table, 

And passed in the affirmative. 

Mr. R. Barnwell Rhett then submitted the fol- 
lowing motion, to wit: 

That Lewis Williams, of North Carolina, being 
the oldest member of the House of Representatives, 
be appointed chairman of this House, to serve un- 
til the House be organized by the election of a 
Speaker. 

A motion was made by Mr. Toucey, that the 
said motion do lie on the table; and, after debate, 
the question was put, 

And passed in the affirmative. 

And so the motion made by Mr. R. Barnwell 
Rhett was ordered to lie on the table.” 

Now, sir, continued Mr. R. at the opening of 
the last Congress, asmany difficulties and objec- 
tions as to your power occurred to me, as strongly 
as they had to-day occurred to any gentleman pre- 
sent. He was at a loss to see the power by which 
the Crerk was seated in that chair. It was under 
these objections that he made the motion he did to 
appoint a Chairman to serve until the House was 
organized. He made this motion because he could 
see no parallel between the situation of the CLERK 
and Clerk of the House of Commons of Great Bri- 
tain. 

Mr. R. here showed the distinction between the 
powers of the two officers. There was no analogy 
between their situations, because there was law to 
govern the one, and no law to govern the other. 
He could not, therefore, recognise the CLERK as 
having powers which might be dangerous for him 
to exercise. Tnese were his impressions at the 
time, but the House overruled his motion, and de- 
cided that it was competent for the CLERK to puta 
question. This was not the only case in which the 
House made such a decision. At the first session 
of the Twenty-fourth Congress, the same rule was 
observed. Here Mr. R. read from the journal as 
follows: 

“And a quoram, consisting of a majority of the 
whole number of members of the House, being 
present, 

And the members being about to proceed to the 
election, by ballot, of a Speaker to preside over its 
deliberations, 

A motion was made by Mr. Parron that the 
Speaker be elected viva voce. i 

And after debate, 

A motion was made by Mr. Evans that the mo- 
tion made by Mr. Par ron, that the election of Speak- 
er be made viva voce, do lie on the table, 

And on the question that the said motion do lie 
on the table, 

It passed in the affirmative.” 

Thus it appeared, that however reasonable or 
unreasonable it might be, this House had already 
delermined that they would proceed to business, 
with the Crerk in the Chair to put the questions; 
and the House had done so for two succeeding ses- 
sions. Mr. R. thought, therefore, that it would be 
best for the House to pursue the same course now, 
and suffer the question to be put, whether the 
Cierk should be permitted to make a statement ex- 
planatory of the course he had pursued. 


Mr. WISE observed that the precedents cited 
by the gentleman from South Carolina, were very 
geod ones in the cases in which they applied; but 
they did not, in his opinion, apply in this case. In 
the case of Claiborne and Gholson, there 


| were no persons contesting their right to their seats. 


In this case no question had arisen as to who 
should or should not vote in organizing the House. 
Then in the other case—that where Mr. PATTON 
moved to vote viva voce for the election of 
Speaker—the question was simply taken by gene- 
ral consent; and there was no question as to who 
should vote, or any other questions like those now 
presented to the House. But now the first ques- 
tion was, whether you shall pass over the State of 
New Jersey?and then the question would arise, 
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who should vote on it? These questions never | 


could be decided unless by general consent, or | 


by leaving it to the CLERK to count the 
ates, and then he would decide the very 
question he had referred to the House for 
its decision. Considering all these difficulties, — 


he begged the CLERK, before it was too late, to . 


recede from the decision he had made, andto pro- 
ceed tocallover the names of the members from 
the Sate of New Jersey. The Crerk might, if he 
pleased, call either of the two sets of .members 
claiming to represent that State. He might call 
Mr. Dickerson and his party, instead of Mr. 
Aycrica andhis friends. All he wanted was for 
the CLERK to proceed with the case of the House, 
and he begged the CLerx togo on. He would 
make one suggestion to the gentleman from South 
Carolina, and that was that no question could be 
decided there by general consent, as it was in the 
cases he had cited. Mr. W. again drew the dis- 
tinction between the case of Claiborne and Ghol- 
son, and the one now presented; anu ended by de- 
claring that their was no way of deciding the ques- 
tions before them, but by the CLERK receding 
from the decision he had taken. 

Mr. RHETT observed that they must deter- 
mine one thing ata time; and he thought that the 
record he had just read was sufficient to show that 
the motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
could be put by the CLERK, in accordance with the 
settled rule of that body. The motion of that gen- 
teman was, that the CLERK be permitted to make a 
statement, explanatory of the course he had 
taken. Now the House had, on 
vious occasions, decided that it was compe- 
tent for the Clerk to put such a question. The 
gentleman from Virginia was mistaken in saying 
that in the cases he had cited, the questions had 
been taken by general consent; for on both occa- 
sions there was a division, and a very strong mi- 
novity. He thought that it would be better for 
them to take up one question ata time, and decide 
that, and then go on to the next one. If, however, 
the House should not proceed in this way, and 
the organization should be formed with members 
who were returned in sonsequence of fraud, and 


a Speaker should be elected in consequence of votes i 
thus taken by fraud, he should take it upon himself || 


as a member of Congress, if no other gentleman 
did, to move to have these frauds investigated, and 
the election of Speaker set aside as utterly null and 
void. 


seats from New Jersey, in virtue of the Governor’s 
commission, rose, and addressing himself to the 
Crerk, Said: I wish to know, sir, whether, at the 
tine I called at your office with our credentials, you 
did not acknowledge that they were perfectly legal, 
and in the form that the credentials of members 
from New Jersey had always been presented. 


two pre- | 


j 


Mr. AYCRIGG, one of the gentlemen claiming 


Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee objected to the | 


CLerx being called upon to give a partial statement, | 


without being permitted to explain the whole case. 


| 
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lowed by ejecting one member from Pennsylvania; 
and by thus custing six members, a majority might 
be obtained for the purpose of accomplishing the 
iniquitous ends of party. The election of the 


Cierk was also to come on, and his election was © 
believed by his friends to depend upon the organi- 


zation of the House. ‘The CLERK himself never 


- would have ventured to take the course he did, had 


he not been urged to it by his friends. Mr. J. ap- 


` pealed to the CLERK, and urged upon him to recede 


` entitled to 
' back until the House 


from his decision. 

Mr. WELLER said the question presented to 
the consideration of that assembly, (for it could not 
yet be called a House,) it appeared to him, was a 
very singular ene. The motives of the CLERK in 
omitting to call the Whig claimants from New 
Jersey had been impugned, and he had asked their 
permission to state the facts in the case, as shown 
by the papers filed in his office, and the reasons 
upon which he had acted. He was utterly as- 
tonished to find men on that floor denying this 
privilege to the Cierx. He would ask the gentle- 
men of the Opposition why it was that they were 
unwilling to have all the facts? Were they afraid 
to let the CLERK state to the House the facts upon 
which he was led to sabmit this question of right 
to the House? Do they fear thata fall and fair 
exposition of the evidence will show that these 
“certificate gentlemen” are not entitled to their 
seats? For his own part, he wished to see the 
evidence in this case Jaid before this assembly, and 
before the country. Let the people see how the 
gentlemen in {the Opposition had sought to 
trample upon their rights-—how Governor 
Pennington and his Privy Council had at- 
tempted to place men in this Hall whom they 


hadifrejected, He said he understood that there | 


was evidence on the CLerk’s table, showing beyond 


a reasonable doubt that the Democratic claimants | 


received a majority of the people’s votes, and that | 


the Governor and hi; Council had usurped the 
rights of the prople by commissioning others. 
What was the duty of the Cierk, then, under these 
circumstances?’ Should he proceed to enrol, as 
members of this House, men who, so far from being 
sent here by the people, had been 1ejected by them? 
He apprehended not. 
under the solemnities of his oath to pass them 
by, for it was impossible to decide who were 
the seats. Let both sets stand 
is organized, when a 
full and fair investigation could be had. Mr. W. 
said he was unwilling to take a seat alongside of 
those who, so far from coming here endorsed by the 
people, come here with a protest on their backs. 
He was unwilling that they should be permitted to 


; vote on any question, until their right to seats here 


The Creek had heard his conduct called in ques- | 


make so partial a statement. 

Mr. GARLAND, the Clerk, then asked if he 
might be permitted to make a statement explanato- 
ry of his conduct. 


Mr. AYCRIGG and several other gentlemen : : 
ıı Vernor Pennington, with his “great seal,” to ma- 
Mr. JENIFER addressed the House at great | nu : 
: sition to their expressed wishes? He trusted not. 


objected. 


length, arguing that the CLerK was bound to con- 
sider the certificates of the Governor of New Jer- 


sey as the prima facie evidence of the election, » 


and to call over the names of the gentlemen pre- 
sented in them. By pursuing a contrary course, 


was determined. 

Bat it had been said that they could not go be- 
hind the “certificate” of Governor Pennington, 
given under the “broad seal” of the Siate! Gentle- 
men appeared to attach some peculiar sanctity to 
seals! Were they not aware that there was an 
Official document in the hands of the CLERK, under 


tion on all sides, and it was unfair to call on him to | the “great seal” of the Secretary of State, showing 


` that the Democratic claimants received a majority 
: of the people’s votes, as it appears by the records 


in his office? Ifthey were ignorant of that fact, 
it was their own fault, forthey had refused to hear 
the papers read. Shall we, he asked, suffer Go- 


nufacture members for the people in direct oppo- 


He hoped, for the honor of this nation, that they 
would not suffer so gross an outrage to be perpe- 


; trated on the rights of the people. 
Much had been said by gentlemen in the | 


the CLERK had taken upon himself virtually to dis- 
_ Stitutional rigt t;” &c. He had as high a regard 

for the liberties of the people as any man on that : 
`. floor; and it was to prevent Governor Pennington | 
and his clique from destroying those liberties that ` 


franchise the State of New Jersey, and to deprive 
her members of their rightful share in the organi- 
zation of the House. He did not impugn the mo- 
tives of the CLERK, for the little intercourse he had 
had with him, had been very much to his credit; but 


he believed that the Cuerk had been influenced by ` 


the advice of his political friends, and he was 


Opposition about “the liberties of the people, con- 


he now addressed them. 


But, sir, (said Mr. W.) we are told that these 
certificates afford “prima facie” evidence that the 
claimants fare entitled to the seats. This was not 
denied. It was prima facie evidence, but that evi- 
dence might be rebutted and destroyed by evidence 


i| : 
;| ofa higher character. Here, sir, we find upon the 


He [the Crerg] was bound | 


been given to 


popular vote. That evidence was abundant and 


conclusive. Let any man whose mind is not 
under the complete dominion of prejudice, 
examine it, and tell him whether there was 
yet evidence sufficent to warrant the CLERK 


- of the House in placing these men in this Hall 


as members. Your “prima facie” evidence is re- 
butted by the most conclusive proof that the certi- 
ficates are basely false. You may succeed, he 
said, in suppressing that evidence here, bat the 
people of this country wi'l have it, and they will 
do justice to this Whig Governor ard his Privy 
Council. 

Let the citizens of this Republic once understand 
all the facts in this case, and, his word for it, they 
would set the “great seal” of condemnation upon 
this high-handed outrage upon their rights. He 
said it was emphatically a contest between the Go- 
vernor of New Jersey and his Privy Council on the 
one side, and the people on the other. Shall the 
people elect their Representatives, of shall Governor 
Pennington do it for them? That was the question 
submitted to their consideration. 

Suppose, said Mr. W. there was proof that the 
certificates were false; he would ask whether they 
were now in a condition to pass upon that ques- 
tion? Ne: fer the question, who was entitled to 
vote, would immediately arise, if a proposition he 
made to investigate it. They would then be com- 
pelled to decide upon the claims of these gentlemen 
to vote, 

Mr. W. said he would ask what were these gen- 
tlemen depending upon to give them seats? Not 
the votes of the people, but the mere technicalities 
of the law, and the broad seal of the State, fraudu- 
lently made use of by Gov. Pennington. This 
was, as he before said, a contest between that Go- 
vernor and the people of New Jersey; and are gen- 
tlemen willing to sacrifice the dearest rights of the 
people, and sustain the Governor in his usurpa- 
tions? The people had as much right to have a 
voe im elecung a Speaker ot this House as to vote 
in the enactment of a law, and it was their solemn 
duty to decide whether the people or the Governor 
should be represented in the election of that officer. 
There was sufficient proof upon the CLerK’s table 


` that the Representatives of the people are entitled 


_ ple ofa sovereign State. 


to vote upon this question, and not those of Gov. 
Pennington; that his certificates were untrue. 

Mr. MAXWELL here rose and denied the as- 
sertion. f 

Mr. W. continued: He said he did not hear the 
gentleman; that he would be pleased to hear him, 
notwitbstanding he came here without the authority 
of the people. He again reiterated that he was op- 
posed to their voting for Speaker, and commended 
the CLerr for the course he had pursued, and con- 
tended thal it was his duty to set aside the claims of 


_ those who came there with fraudalent certificates. 


He said the principles advocated by the Federal 


: party on this occasion, were in exact accordance 


with those which had governed that party from 
the first organization of the Government. They 
had always practised upon the principle of the 
incapacity of the people to govern themselves— 
that the minority should rule. That, he said, was 


` the corner stone of Federalism. They believed 
' that the great mass of their countrymen were too 


ignorant to govern themselves; and hence, in this 
case, they appear to contend that a Governor of a 
State, with his “great seal,” was a better judge of 


who the peopie want to represent them, than the 
people themselves, 


Mr. Ww. said he intended, upon all occasions, to 
cast his vote in favor of the individuals claiming 
seats, who had a majority of legal votes; and as one 


` of the Representatives of the people, he could not 


consent to sit in that Hall with men who did not 
come there as their choice. His object was todo 
fall and ample justice to these men and to the peo- 


: ple of New Jersey, and he was not to be tied down 


by forms, or stand upon technicalities, when he saw 
a gross fraud practised upon the rights of the peo- 
3 Suppose, sir, he again 
said, that there were facts on the CLERK'S table 
showing that these certificates were basely false? 
Were we tọ adhere so closely to technicalities 
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that we cannot inquire into the matter, and exa- 
mine the evidence? Are we to be precluded by th 
“great seal” of Governor Pennington? It did 
seem to him that common justice required 
none of these men should be seated until this ques- 
tion was settled. He had, he said, expressed 
his opinions freely, and perhaps with some 
warmth, on this subject. He had been accustomed 
all his life to express his opinions freely. He had 
exercised that right at home, and no earthly 
consideration should deter him from exer- 
cising it here. And whenever he saw an effort 
made to disregard the expressed will of the people, 
and trampled upon their constitutional rights, he 
would be heard in their defence. Yes, sir, said he, as 
long as God gives me a voice to speak, that voice 
shall be heard in vindicating th cause of an 
outraged and insulted people. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON thought that the 
House must pursue the course usual on such occa- 
sions, or they never could organize. The usage 
established, and which had never been depart- 
ed from, was, that when gentleme? presented 
themselves, with the certificate of the Governor, 
under the great seal of the State, they were entitled 
to participate in the organization of the House. 
He thought it would be dangerous to depart from 
the long established usage on the subject, and he 
conjured gentlemen to weigh well the consequences 
of such a course. If the State of New Jersey was 
not called, a sovereign State would not be represent- 
ed in the important—and, in the present condition of 
. the country, all important—election of Speaker. 
This matter might be carried further. Suppose he, 
from a captious or vexat.ous spirit, should contest the 
right of a member from the State of New York, or the 
State of Ohio, or from any other State, the same diffi- 


cully asin the present case would recur, and an or- | 


ganization of the House would never be effected. He 
had not intimated his opinion of the merits of the 


claimants on either side of this question; he had | 


purposely abstained from doing so; but he pledged 


himself—if such a pledge would not be considered | 


_ disrespectful to the House—when it came up regu- 
larly before them, to investigate it, and decide upon 
it, with the strictest impartiality. 

: Mr. DUNCAN attempted to obtain the floor; 


ut . 
The CLERK deciding in favor of Mr. Ran- 


DOLPH, | 
Mr. DUNCAN inquired if that gentleman had | 


bad not already participated in the debate? 

The CLERK said that, in the present condition 
of the House, he did not consider the parliamen- 
tary rule, that no member should speak mere than 
twice on the same dubject, to be in force. 


Mr. RANDOLPH then said that the gentleman 
from Ohio {Mr. WeLLER] had asserted that there 
were certificates for two sets of members from the 
State of New Jersey. Before he did this, he 
shoull have understood something of the laws of 
that State. His colleagues and himself came there 
as the Representatives of the State of New Jersey, 
certified in all the forms of the laws of that State, 
and no other form of certificate was legal or valid. 
They came there with the certificate of the Go- 


vernor of New Jersey, under the broad seal of the | 


State—a seal, the validity of which was never 
questioned until the present. This. time-honored 
seal was older than the Constitution of the 
United States. It was adopted when her soil 
was trodden by a foreign foot, when the blood of 
Jerseymen was poured out as water, when her vil- 
Jages were given to the flames, and her fields de- 
vastated, then had she adopted this seal, and im- 
printed on it the emblems of the fruitfulness of her 
soil and the devotion of her sons to the principles 
of liberty. And never till the present time had the 
sanctity and validity of that seal been questioned. 
Another remark of the gentleman from Ohio was, 
that the Crerk was not permitted to give his rea- 
sons for the course he had pursued. He appealed 
to gentlemen all around if he had not yesterday re- 
quested that the CLerx should be heard. In justice 
to that gentleman, and to his colleagues, he re- 
quested that the reasons of the CLERK should be 
heard. But the gentleman from Ohio had said 
this was a contest between the Governor and the 


- people of New Jersey, Sir, the Governor of New 


Jersey is the organ of the people of New Jersey. 
His conduct has been submitted to their scrutiny, 
and all the powers of earth have been called into 
requisition to hurl him from his station; yet he is 
still their organ. Efforts have been made to blacken 
his character with infamy, but he was much mis- 
taken if, before this investigation was closed, he 
would not appear to have acted in strict confor- 
mity to legal provisions, and the dictates of con- 
science. 

Mr. DUNCAN obtaining the floor, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved an adjournment. 

The motion appearing to be seconded by a large 
number of voices, the CLERK was about to an- 
nounce the adjournment, when 

Mr. CUSHING objected to any adjournment, 
without a vote being taken. 

The CLERK was under the impression that he 
could not put a question to a voie of the House. 

Mr. CRAIG understood that the House consent- 
ed that the CLERK should put the question. 

The CLERK still thought, as there was nota 
quoram, be could not put a question. 

Mr. MERCER said if there were but ten mem- 
bers present, motions of adjournment could be 
made and acted on, 

Mr. CUSHING referred to the First Congress, 
when there was no quorum present for three weeks, 
and they had adjourned from day to day, until a 
quorum had assembled. 

Mr. WISE hoped they would have a vote on 
the question of adjournment. If they could take 
a vote on that question, they could on another, and 
he would assoon have the matter settled in that 
way as in any other. 

Mr. CRAIG said that in the present unorganized 
state of the body, all must perceive that every 
movement must be the result of general concent. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then moved that the House 
adjourn until to-morrow, at 12 o’clock. 

The CLERK then put the question on the ad- 
journment, and it was decided in the affirmative; 
and then, 

The House adjourned. 


m 


IN SENATE, 


‘Wepwnespay, December 4, 1839. 
Mr. SMITH of Connecticut appeared in his 
seat this morning. 


Mr. BENTON said, that though, in consequence | 
of the other department of the Legislature not being || 


organized, it would not be proper to transact le- 
gislative business, yet he considered there would 
be no impropriety in taking some initia tory steps 
towards procuring information as a basi= of futare 
legislative action. He would therefore submit 
some resolutions of inquiry, if the Cram decided 
that it would be in order. 

The CHAIR deciding that it would be in order, 

Mr. BENTON offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the President of the Uniied States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate copies 
ofthe records, andof all the proceedings of the 
Court of Inquiry, and also of the Court Mar- 
tial lately held at St. Louis, on Lt. Col. Brant; also 
the copy ofhis resignation; and, also, of all the pa- 
pers connected therewith. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate as follows: 

1. The articles of foreign import, which being 
manufactured into a different article in the United 
States, are allowed a drawback of duty on being 
exported; with the quantities and values of such 
imports and exports, and the amounts of duties re- 
ceived and drawback paidon the same, from the 
year 1833, inclusive, to the end of the fiscal year 
of 1839. 

9. The amount of drawback which would have 
been payable on such exportations, if the act of 
March 3, 1839, for the reduction of duties, com- 
monly called the Compromise act, had provided 
for a reduction of drawback in proportion to the 
periodical reduction of duty- 

3. The probable quantities and values of such 
imports and exports, and the amounts of duties 
receivable, and of drawbacks payable thereon, 
from the year 1840, inclusive of that year, to the 
consummation of the Compromise act, in 1842, 


44 


and for one year thereafter; provided the said act 
remains as it is. 

4. The same quantities, values and duties for 
the same time, with the annual amounts of draw- 
back, which would be payable if the drawback un- 
derwent reductions proportionately with the reduc- 
tiens of duty. 

5. A table of recapitulation and comparison, 
showing the annual difference, and the aggregate 
difference between the amounts of drawback paid 
and payable under said act, from 1833 inclusive to 
1842, and one year thereafter, if the act remains 
as itis, and the amounts that would have been 
paid and should become payable hereafter, if the 
drawbacks had been subject to reduction in pro- 
portion to the reduction of duties from the date of 
the act. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate, so far 
as it may be in the power of the Treasury Depart- 
ment to obtain the information, the names of all 
the banks in the United States which may have 
stopped specie payments during the suspension of 
1839; also of those which did not stop; noting 
those which may have recommenced payments; 
the whole divided into classes by States and Terri- 
tories, and the District of Columbia. 

Also, that he cause to be communicated to the 
Senate the names of all banks, if any, which have 
refused to pay the Government demands, Post Of- 
fice inclusive, in specie when demanded; with all 
the circumstances of such failure, and the corre- 
spondence to which it led. 

Also, to inform the Senate whether any of the 
Departments have information, or have reason to 
believe, that any of the Government creditors have 


| been paid in depreciated currency since the general 


resumption of 1838. 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


; directed to communicate to the Senate all the in- 
| formation which may be in his power or possessicn 


| relative to the imposition of tolis and the annual 


amounts collected, on ail sorts of vessels, emply, 
light, or heavily laden, on the Louisville and Pori- 
land canal, from the opening of the same to the 
present time; and the general expenses altendirg 
ihe canal. Also, the annual amount of dividencs 
belonging to the United States, Also, the number 


| of shares held in said canal stock by the United 
| States, and the amount paid upon them. Also, 


the number of vessels of all kinds which have 
passed the said canal annually since it was opened. 
Also, whether the said canal is completely finished 
and put into a condition to pass vessels through in 
the shortest time practicable. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to address proper queries to the surveyor 
of the port at Louisville, and also at St. Louis, 
to be answered by themselves, and also to be com- 
municated to the steamboat captains generally, in 
relation to the c-Tect of the tolls on the said canal, 
and the amount thereof on their respective vessels 


| for each time they pass through, and the aggregate 


amount for the season, ora yeat; and the compa- 
rative amount of the tolls paid to the canal, and 
the profits cleared by the boat; with an estimate 
of the amount of tolls which a regular trader of a 
given tonnage, between St. Louis and Louisville, 
and between New Orleans and Louisville, would 
poy in the number of years that such steamer 


| would last, supposing her to continue in the same 


trade as long as fit for service; also a comparative 


' estimate of such aggregate tolls, with the original 
. cost of the vessel; and a further comparative esti- 


mate of such tolls, with the other expenses inci- 
dent to the running of the steamboat. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN gave notice that he would 
ask leave, at the earliest day it would be proper to 
do so, to bring in a bill to authorize the pu rchase of 
the private stock in the Louisville and Portland 
Canal by the United States. 

Mr. WALKER gave notice that he would ask 
leave, at the earliest day it would be proper to do 
so, to introduce the following bills: 

1. A bill to provide for a standing and perma- 
nent pre-emption system, with sales, also, to actual 
settlers at reduced prices. 


2, A bill to relinquish to the State of Mississippi 


r 


! 


fi 


vi 
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the two per cent, fund arising under her compact 
for admission into the Union. 

3. A bill to cede tothe State of Mississippi a 
quantity ef public land equal to that heretofore 
granted to the State of Ohio for the purposes of in- 
ternal improvement. 

4. A bill to authorize the substitution of other 
lands in place of school sections which are useless 
or unproductive. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama gave notice that he 
would ask leave, at the earliest day it would be 
in order to do so, to introduce the following bills: 

1. A bill providing for the reduction and gradu- 
ation of the price of the public lands.  * 


2. A bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama | 
the two percent. fund reserved by the act for her | 


admission into the Union, to be applied to the 
making of a road, or roads, leading to said State. 

3. A bill to establish an additional land district 
in the State of Alabama. 

4. A bill for the relief of certain persons therein 
named. 

5. A bill for the relief of John McCartney. 

6. A bill for the relief of Captain Snodgrass’s 
company of Alabama volunteers, 
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ganize in any manner, they shall, provided there 
be a quorum of such present, hear and decide upon 
all credentials, certificates, or commissions of per- 
sons claiming seats in the Huuse of Representa- 
tives under the Constitution of the United States 
and the laws of the respective States. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE hoped it would be the 
gencral disposition of the members ‘to adopt the 
proposition of his colleague, [Mr. Wise.] He 


was glad that it had been submitted. It appeared 
to him to cover the very ground maintained by ; 


beginning of this dis- 


himself and others from the 
for the House to de- 


cussion, that it is competent 
cide the matter in dispute at the 
understood that it had been contemp 
this contest forthwith; that as soon as the CLERK 
had called and enrolled the members whose seats 
were undisputed, that they 2 
diately, before the transaction of any other besi- 
ness, to the investigation and decision of the con- 
flicting claims to seats, Such had been his un- 
derstanding, and for himself, he had been ready to 
give a pledge that he would unite in cfectuating 
this purpose before he would join in any attempt 


‘| to elect the Speaker or other officers. 


7. A bill for the discontinuance of the office of : 


Surveyor General in the several districts, so soon 
as the surveys therein can be completed, for abo- 
lishing land offices under certain circumstances, 
and to abolish the office of Solicitor of the General 
Land Office. 

' B. A bill for the relief of Richard Robertson. 

9. A bill for the relief of the assignees of Louis 
Baron De Ferret. 

10. A bill for the benefit of the Gainesville and 
Narkeeta Railroad Company. 

11. A bill to relinquish the reversionary interest 
of the United States toJa certain reservation in the 
State of Alabama. 

12. A bill for the relief of the heirs of Colin 
Bishop. 

13. A bill for the benefit of the Alabama, Flo- 
rida, and Georgia Railroad Company. 

14. A bill authorizing the relinquishment of the 
sixteenth sectisns granted for the use of schools, 
and the entry of other lands in lieu thereof. 

Mr. NORVELL gave notice that, at the earliest 
day it would be in order to do so, he would ask 
leave to introduce the following bills: 

1. A bill granting to the State of Michigan a 
quantity of land, to aid said State in the construc- 
tion of a canal around the falls of St. Marie. 

2. A bill for the relief of certain companies of 
Michigan militia. 

3. A bill making grants of public lands to cer- 
tain Siates, for purposes of internal improvement. 

4. A joint resolution, authorizing the President 
of the United States to cause certain surveys to be 
made. 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnrspay, December 4, 1839. 

At 12 o'clock, Mr. GARLAND (the CLERK) 
called the House to order, and stated that, at the 
adjournment yesterday, Mr. Duncan of Ohio had 
the floor. 

Mr. WISE then rose and stated, that if the gen- 
teman from Ohio would yield the floor, he would 
submita resolution which would, perhaps, settle 
the difficulty in which the House was now in- 
volved. 

‘ Mr. DUNCAN yielded the floor, when— 

: Mr. WISE then stated that he held in his hand 
; a resolution, which had been prepared by one of 
i his colleagues, who was not then in the House, 

which would perhaps relieve the House from its 
present difficulty. Mr. W. then submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Representatives of the Congress 
of the United States now assembled, to relieve them- 
selves from the embarrassment and difficulties 
which at present obstruct the organization of the 
House, will proceed, by the Acting Clerk, to call 
“the names of gentlemen whose rights to seats are 
not disputed or contested; and, after the names of 
such members are all called, and before they pro- 
ceed to elect a Speaker or other officer, or to or- 


This resolution of his colleague will effect this į 
The disputed seats must be decided by | 


object. led 
those whose claims are uncontroverted. Their right 
and power to do this, is as complete before as after 
the election of Speaker. It may be inconvenient 
and difficult to act without a complete organization; 


but this inconvenience and difficulty does not de- | 


stroy or impair the constitutional right of the 
House to judge of the election, qualification, and 
returns of members. The power of judging is con- 
ferred by the Constitution, and if it does not 
existin the first instance, surely the election of 
Speaker and other officers cannot confer additional 
powers. The election of these officers is only for 


the purpcse of promoting the convenience and or- | 


der of our action, and for facilitating the despatch 
of business. He repeated that he hoped, for the 
sake of obviating all difficulty, the preposition of 
his honorable colleague (Mr. Wise] would be re- 
ceived by general consent. 


Mr. WISE said that he was willing to trust to | 


the consciences of gentlemen to decide this ques- 


tion of prima facie evidence, if the pledge was ' 


given that it should be decided before a Speaker or 
any other officer was elected. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee said, that the 


threshold. He | 
lated to decide | 


would proceed imme- : 


resolution introduced by the gentleman from Vir- . 
ginia, with a slight modification, accorded entirely | 


with his views and wishes, and with the views of 


his friends, so far as he had conversed with them | 


upon the subject. The resolution preposed to pro- 
gress with the eall of the members whose seats 
were undisputed, until the States were calied 


through, and then, without a further organization | 


of the House, to decide the rights of the several 
claimants; so that in the election of the officers cf 
the House each State might be fully represented. 
This, in his opinion, was all right; but how was 
this trial to be made? 


We have no officers : 


to preside over the deliberations of the House; — 


we have no rules or regulations by which 
the debate is to be conducted; we have no 
means of ending debate, and he apprehended, if the 
resolution was adopted, that so soon as we entered 
upon the examination of the cases from New Jer- 


sey, au interminable debate of some kind would | 
arise, and weeks would elapse, when we should | 


find ourselves no nearerthe object we all desire, 
than we are at preset, He therefore suggested to 
the member fiom Virginia the propriety of so 
amending the resolution, as to make the rules and 
regulations which have heretofore controlled the 
action of Congress, the law of this House until it 
was organized. 


Mr. J. said he had but one object in view— 
to have these disputed questions fairly decided by 


a majority of the members of the House, and he | 


was perfectly willing that it might be done before 
the election of the officers of this House. 


Mr. WISE hoped that the gentleman from Ten- | 


nessee would take this resolution as it stood, and 
then he could move to adopt rules afterwards. 
Mr. HUNT then submitted the following as a 


substitute for the resolution submitted by Mr, 


Wise: ; 

Resolved, That the House will now proceed to 
elect a temporary Speaker, allowing the members 
from New Jersey (producing the evidence given 
according to the law of thal State) to vote on the 
question; that the Speaker thus chosen shall ap- 
point none of the committees of the Flouse; that the 
Committee of Elections shall be chosen by ballot, 
and that, after the question on the disputed seats 
shall have been settled by the House, wew il then 
proceed to choose a Speaker for the 26th Congress, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said the Howe was just 
as competent to adopt rules to govern its action 
after this resolution was adopie!, es it was lo 
adopt this resolution. Then let the House adopt 
this, and that will be one step in the business. 

Mr. RIVES was pleased that his colleague had 
submitted the proposition before the House, ard 
he would go for it, if the latier part of it was 
somewhal modified. It might tum out that it 
would be necessary to refer the subject to the Com- 
mittee cf Elections, and it seemed to him that 
some difficulty might arise in relation to that mat- 
ter, if the resolution was adopted as proposed. He 
would be in favor ef deciding in the first instance, 
as to the formality cf the returns, but he thought 
it would not be proper for the House to decice as 
to who were entitled to seats, until the House was 
organized, and the matter was sent to a Committee 
of Elections, and deciled upon in the usual way. 

Mr. HOFFMAN agreed with the gentleman 
who last spcke, that the House would find it neces- 
sary to send the question to a Committee of Elez- 
lions; and before that was done, they must proceed 
to the election of a Speaker, and go through with 
the organization of the House; but he contended 
that the five New Jersey members who held tie 
Governor’s certificate, were entitled to participate 
in the organization of the House. If this body re- 
fused them this privilege, it nullified the acts of a 
sovereign Slate, Al! usage and precedent, he 
argued, gave them the right to participate in the 
organization, and no body of men had the power 
to deprive them of this right. On yesterday, and 
the day before, the Crerk had decided that the 
House could not entertain an ordinary motion, and 
that no question could be put; yet it was now at- 
tempted to pass a resolution which would disfran- 
chise a sovereign State. He looked upon this asa 
most extraordinary proceeding. It was the most 
odious nullification ever presented 10 the contem- 
plation of the- people of this conniy. The New 
Jersey members were as much entitled to their 
seats as any men who presented themselves in this 
body. There could be but one safe rule in this 
matter; and that was, he who holds he certificate, 
be itright or be it wrong, is entitled to the the seat 
until the House is properly organized. After that, 
justice can be done, if it has not been done in the 
first instance. He would ask gentlemen whether, 
in case these gentlemen were not legally entitled to 
their seats, and their votes elected a Speaker of one 
party, they might not remove them and elect a new 
Speaker. They might do this or do any thing else, 
rather than establish the monstrous precedent that 
the certificate of a Governor and Council was to be 
disregarded in the first instance. 

Mr. GRAVES then submitted the following, as 
a substitute for both the resolutions before the body: 

Resolved, That the acting Clerk of the House 
shall proceed with the call of the members from 
the different States of the Union, in the usual way, 
calling the names of such members from New 
Jersey as hold the regular and legal commissions 
from the Executive of that State. 

Mr. GRAVES spoke at considerable length, 
contending that the members from New Jersey, 
who held the Governor's certifcate, were entitled 
lo their seats, and it was not in the power of this 
budy to prevent them from taking them. He had 
no idea that they should be excluded because five 
loafers might see proper to come there and claim 
their seats. If the doctrine was assented to, which 
some gentlemen in the House held, the organiza- 
tion of the House might be prevented entirely, 
by persons from different States coming for- 
ward on the first day of the session and con- 
testing the seats of a majority of the mem- 


ea o aa 
bers of the House. This case might 
as readily as the one which had 
He pronounced the doctrine held by the 
CLerx, a revolutionary doctrine, and de- 
clared that the Crerx had been compelled to ad- 
vance and maintain this doctrine by certain mem- 
bers of the House, in order that his re-election 


occur 
occurred. 


acted had ever held the doctrine that the majority 
of the people ought net to rule. He contended, 
also, that it was a direct attack on State sove- 
reignty for the Crerx or the Honse at present to 
refuse to admit men to seats, who had certificates 


and appealed to South Carolina State Rights men 
to give their views on this subject, and repudiate 
the doctrine advanced by the CLERK. 

& (Mr. Wecter made several ineffectual attempts 


to gain the floor to reply to the remarks of Mr. ; 


Graves ] 

Mr. CRAIG regretted exceedingly that any thing 
should have occurred to create such a feeling be- 
tween gentlemen on the flour, as seemed to be ex- 
hibited at present. Although we might differ on 
poiitical questions, he saw no reason why there 
should be any personal bad feeling existing be- 
tween gentlemen. Round assertions and imputa- 
tions of motives carried no weight with them, and 
the only effect which could result from such a 
course of debate, would be to arouse the angry pas- 
sions of gentlemen on this floor, where the utmost 
gvod feeling ought always to prevail. In reply to 
the argument of the gentleman from Kentucky, he 
contended that the course pursued by the CLERK 


was not revolutionary, and that the adoption of the ©. 


resolution of his colleague would be a proper course 
for the House to pursue. The gentleman from 
Kentucky had said, thatthe moment it was shown 
that the Whig members from New Jersey had not 
received a majority of the legal votes of that State, 
he would vote to exclude them. Then, if 
the gentleman held those views, he ought 
to vote for this resolaticn, because, if it was adopt- 


ed, we might go behind the retu:ns and ascertain | 


who had received the greatest number of votes. If 
he believed that the gentlemen who had not the 
Governor’s certificate had received a majority of 
the legal votes of the people of New Jersey, he was 
bound in conscience to sustain them; and with a 


view of obtaining some information on thissubject, |; 


he would ask of the gentleman from New Jersey 


before bim, if it was nota fact that the votes of | 


the people of the district of South Amboy and Milj- 
ville had been excluded from the general return? . 


Mr. RANDOLPH rose and stated that the votes 
of the people of these two districts were rejected 
because, in one instance, the judges of election had 
received a large number of the votes of aliens, 
and in the other case, they were rejected because 
they had not complied with the statute of the 
State. 7 o 


Mr. CRAIG said itdid not matter; the votes 
had been rejected, and in consequence of iheir be- 
ing rejected from the general return, the gentle- 
men who were the political friends of the gentle- 
man frem Kentucky, claimed a seat. If th:y had 
not been rejected, the gentlemen on the other side 

- would have had a majority of votez, and we hoid 
that they, having the majority of votes cast, have 
the prima facie evidence of right to seats on this 
floor. He could not be bound by the great seal of 
the State of New Jersey, and vote for members to 
take seats, when his conscience told him that 
they were not entitled to those seats. All 
he desired, was, that the gentlemen who had 
the majority of legal votes of the State of 
New Jersey should have the seats. With regard 
to Siate sovereignty, which had been so much 
spoken of, he would say that he had the highest re- 
gard forit- But when he spoke of the sovereignty 
of a State, he did not mean that there was no dif- 
ference between the people who constituted the 
State in this country, and the Governor and Coun- 
et In this counlsy the people constituted the 
State. a e e 


2 


With regard to the proposition of the gentleman 


` rence to another? 
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from Kentucky, he could net like it, because it 
called upon him and his friends‘to cancel the whole 
ground, and admit men to seats, who, in their cpi- 
nion, were not entitled to them. 


Mr. PICKENS said he regretted exceedingly the 
progress of this discussion, and particularly the ex- 
citement growing out of it, and it seemed to him 
that there was no cause for it? As to the threats al- 
luded to, either out of the House, or on this floor, 
he knew nothing of them and cared less; born in- 
sensible to fear, he was prepared to meet the issue 
as it might arise, and do his duty to the ceuntry, 


` He considered much of the matter thrown into the 
under the broad seal of the State of New Jersey, || 


discussion this morning as irrelevant and uncon- 
nected with the subject. 


The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] bad 
presented a distinct and definite proposition, and in 
writing, and in his (Mr. P's) judgment it was a 
reasonable proposition. He had said at the very 
commencement of the deba‘e that this was an un- 
objectionable proposition. 
very motion made by agentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Rives] on a former day; and as to the doubts 
suggested in regard to the latter part of the resolu- 
tion, he for one was unwilling to express them. 
He was willing to meet the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Wise] in fairness and candor, and 
he could not believe thatthat gentleman intended 
to play a miserable trick upon the House. He 
knew the gentleman would not do so. In his 
judgment, the case might be stated in’ this way. 


| When the CLerK progresses, and calls through the 
| roll of undisputed members, you will then have a 
| quorum competent to decide the preliminary ques 


tion. The House has the right to decide now, or 
then, and the preliminary question which wiil be 
presented to it, is, as to who has in his possession 
the legal returns from the State of New Jersey. 
The one side may say that the certificate of the Go- 
vernor was the only full, legal, and prima facie 
evidence, and the other side may say that the ma- 
jority of the freemen of New Jersey who had sent 
here another set of Representatives, had presented 
a prima facie case in fall. Well, was he to say 
that one set of ‘gentlemen were madmen 
and fools, because they chose to take one 
statement as prima facie evidence, in prefe- 
hat is prima facie evidence? 
Absolutely nothing, if it is fairly rebutted by other 
prima facie evidence; and the ‘tribunal constituted 
to judge, is to decide which is the best testimony. 
We are constituted under the Constitution the 
supreme tribunal to judge in the matter. Under 
the Constitution, it belongs to us to decide 
on the qualifications, returns, and elections, 
of members to this House. There is no ap- 


pellant jurisdiction; and one side may say 
that the testimony presented by one set of 
members is to them prima facie evidence, 


and the other side may say that the testimony pre- 
sented by the other set is prima facie evidence for 
them. We are created by the Constitution quo ad 
oc the judicial tribunal, and there is and can be 
no other. But the practical question is, can we 
decide? A gentleman has proposed that we go on 
and organize the House. You can either decide 
on that question, or you can go, if you choose, into 
the merits of the question. The reason why the 
House has heretofore preferred an organization 
by the ‘election of a Speaker, and the appoint- 
ment of committees, is from mere expediency. 
Bat it belongs to the Honse, as a matter 
of right, to go. directly into the merits of the 
question, and look behind the prima facie evidence 
without the interposition of a usual committee if 
theyjchoose. If the]Elouse choose to decide as to the 
returns first, they can do so, and if it choose to de- 
cide on the merits of the election, it can do so. The 
only practical question , was the one present- 
ed by the gentleman from Virginia; and he 
thought it so reasonable, that he. thought gen- 
tlemen on all sides should unite uponit. Gen- 
‘tlemen ought to come here prepared to meet each 
other in confidence and liberality...He saw no 
reason for witholding confidence unless hg was first 
betrayed; and when once Betrayed he never placed 


x 


lis object was | 
to exclude allthe members from New Jersey of | 
| both parties, and then to act upon the question af- 
i: ter the roll had been called through. 

might be secured. Mr. G. replied to the remarks ! 
of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr Wetver,] | 
and proclaimed that it was a base slander, for that | 
gentleman to declare that the party with which he | 


It was in effect the | 
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confidence again in the men who betrayed him; but 
he knew that the gentleman who offered this resolu- 
tion never intended to play a trick on the House. 
When he spoke of this resolution, it might be sup- 
posed by some gentlemen, that he had seen it be- 
fore it Was presented here; but he assured gentle- 
men that he had never seen it, or heard it read, 
until it was read from the Crerr’s table. It was, 
however, precisely the motion cf the gentleman’s 
colleague, [Mr. Rivss,] excepting Some little par- 
ticularity aS to the mode of proceeding at the close 
of it. 

He wished now to say a word in reply to ‘he 
gentleman from Kehtucky, in tegerd to State 
sovereignty. When those questions come up to be 
decided, he would be prepared to decide them, but 
he would say at present that, according to his own 
ideas, State sovereignty was not in the keeping of 
a Governor and Council, or under a great seal. 
It was in the keeping of the people. It was pro- 
perly in their keeping, and when they speak through 
a convention, then they speak the sovereignty of 
the State, and not till then. The Governor's seal 
and certificate are evidence of State authority, but 
are notexclusive evidence of sovereignty. We 
hold that Sovereignty is in the keeping of the peo- 
ple themselves, and they alone have the right to 
declare their sovereignty when they meet in 
convention; but, sir, sovereignty does not be- 
long to State Legislatures or Goveraors of 
States. Give him the legal evidence that such 
was the authority of New Jersey or of South Caro- 
lina, properly presented, and when the question 
properly arose, he would vote upon it. But he held 
that the House, if they chose, had the whole mat- 
ter under their adjudication, and could not only de- 
cide upon the returns, but could go directly into 
the merits of the question, if they thought it expe- 
dient. 

He would here say, without expressing an opi 
nion as to the evidence, as he had not examined it, 
that although he was not prepared to say on all oc- 
casions vor Popul imust be vox Dei, yet he was not 
ready to run counter to the express voice of the 
people of a State, ifit was legally shows to him to 
be their voice. He called upon gentlemen to bes 
ware how they set at defiance the will of the peo- 
ple, when clearly expressed. He did not desire to 
preach revolutionary doctrine, but he was ready to 
declare a great truth, that history would bear him 
ont in, which was, that the thunder of Heaven 
might sometimes be heard to roll in the indignant 
murmurs of an outraged, but free people. 


As to who had the legal returns, he was not pre- 
pared to say at present, When that question arose, 
he thought there would be no difficulty in deciding 
it; but he would assure gentlemen, that by technica- 
lities they could never smother up the great ques- 
tion as to .who were here. the representatives of a 
majority of the legal voters of New Jersey. When 
the people come to decide upon that question, they 
will tear off, and trample in the dust, the technica- 
lities of special county court pleading, which are 
thrown around us here for party purposes, or 
otherwise. 


He trusted that the good sense of the House 
would induce them to adopt the proposition of the 
gentleman from Virginia. Then we may adopt 
rules for our government, or do apy other act 
which may be necessary in the decision of the case. 
With regard to the idea that the reading of the 
roll entitled a member to his seat, he would say a 
word.. The Crerk calling the roll did. not entitle 
him to his seat. He bad not: presented: his cre- 
dentials,. and the Crera had no right to de- 
mand that he should do so. ‘They can only 
be demanded by the House, and he had no 
right to go forward to lay his certificate on that 
table until it was demanded of him by the House. 
He wou'd scorn to present his credentials before 
any tribunal save the House itself, or at the 
Speaker's desk, as the organ of the House. He 
was a-member without going before the CLERK or 
onthe roll, and acknowledged nothing but the 
House as a tribunal to judge or decide. We 
were members : without the oath, and could 
take it at any period -when the Hoase chose. 
The Constitution made us suck, with power to 
elect a Speaker, and to judge of the teturns, quali- 


fications, &c. of our members, it then directed an 
oath, but not the time. As a question of mere right, 
the whole matter was under our jurisdiction, but as 
to the expediency of exercising our rightand power 
before full organization, that was a question of ex- 


pediency merely. 


Mr. BARNARD observed that he had listened with . 


the most profound attention to the discussion which 
had been going on for the last two or three days, 
without attempting to take any part in it. He 
had not ventured to express his own views on the 
subject, nor had he even ventured to make up a 


final opinion on it before he had heard, and atten- `` 


tively weighed, the opinions of other gentlemen. — ; . 
But, having heard the opinions of others, he was , enable us to form a quorum of undisputed mem 


now prepared to make known the conclusions to 
which bis mind had arrived, and he was prepared 
to act as a member of Congress in accordance 
with these conclusions. With the permission of 
the House, he would now proceed to make known 
his views on the subject before them, and if they 
should seem as reasonable to others as they ap- 


peared to be to him, he indulged the hope that | 


some mode of relieving the Honse from the diffi- 
culty in which it would seem to be involved, would 
be adopted. He had but one word to say with re- 


gard to the Cuerx of that House, and the position — 


he was placed in. That functionary was elected 


by the last House of Representatives, which ex- - 


pired as an organized body on the 3d of March 
last. From that day, its being as an organized 
legislative body ceased; it was dissolved; it was 
resolved into its original elements; and those ele- 
ments could never be gathered and compacted 
again, so as to forma body in form and shape as 
that was. Bat if the existence of that body 
ceased with the termination of the period for 
which it was created, it was not the same case with 
the existence of the Currx. No, sir; that func- 
tionary had something more of life in him. He 


was recognised by the Contitution and the law; an | 


officer of the law, on whom the law imposed 


while it was in being. That functionary was not 
only Currk of the last House of Representatives, 
but he was still CLERK of this, and would continue 
so until his successor should be appointed. It was 


a cardinal principle of the common Jaw, that the | 


public interests shall never be permitted to suffer 


for want of an incumbent to fiil important offices; ` 
and in all such cases, by the common Jaw of the :| 
country from which we derive most of our institu- = 


tions, as well the common as the parliamentary 
law, every functionary holds over—to use a legal 
phrase—till his successor be appointed. Now it 


was in analogy to the rale of the common law, | 
that the parliamentary rule was adopted that the |: 


Cierg of the House of Commons holds over until 
his successor is appointed. 
parliamentary rule in England as well as in this 


country. He regarded, therefore, the Crerk, in | 
assuming his seat and calling the House to order, | 
as having done nothing more than he was fully : 


warranted in doing both by law and usage; and || was well acquainted with the law. 


further, he regarded the Crerk, in the position he || for the information of any gentleman present, for | 


thus occupies, as having his powers necessarily 


enlarged in consequence of the want of a Speaker: 


so enlarged that he is competent to enrol members? |! 


names, call over the names of members, and to put 
any question which the House can lawfully decide; 
to put questions of adjournment, and questions on 
the election of Speaker, and in short any other 
questions which the House, in its partially orga- 
nized state of existence, can entertain. So much 
for the powers of the CLerx. Now as to his du- 
lies. We have assembled here, a large number of 
gentlemen claiming the rights and privileges which 
belong to representatives of the people in Congress. 
We have assembled here on the day appointed by 
law for the meeting of the Twenty-sixth Congress; 
and we have assembled in this hall; which is the 
place appointed for our meeting. Every man 
who has taken his seat on this floor claims to have 
done so with the character, privileges, and rights 
of a Representative of the Congress of the United 
States. Now, having thus assembled, the CLERK 
assumed his appropriate duties. He, at the pro- 
per hour, commenced calling over the roll of the 


` to pass over the names of the remaining members 
` from that State until he had called the rest of the l: 


, view? tic 
_ duced by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
' Wisx,] it was precisely in accordance and in af- 
- firmance of the position assumed by the CLERK. | 
` He would ask gentlemen to pause and reflect if 


: : " before it which it was competent for it to decide? 
certain duties to be performed, as well after the . 


existence of the House as an organized body, as . came to the State of New Jersey, there were cer- 


: sey, holding a commission precisely similar to 


' Was it not conceded on all hands that these com- 
i missions were in the proper form? Were they not 
i in conformity with the lawsof New Jersey both as 
| toform and substance? And what question, he ; 


This was the settled [i passed on by the House? Why, sir, (said Mr. B ) 


' that law? 
the honorable gentleman who called for it, for he | 


House of Representatives according to law and ac- 
cording to usage—not according to usage merely, 
but also in accordance with parliamentary law. 
By the rule of convenience merely, he proceeded to 
call over the roll by States, beginning with the 
members from the State of Maine, and went on | 
till he came to the State of New Jersey, when his 
progress was arrested by this means. 
Cuer had called as far as one of the Representa- 
tives from New Jersey, he proposed to the House . 


roll over; and for what purpose? Why, sir, as I | 
think was sufficiently explained by the CLERK, to 


bers. Now why, I ask, (said Mr. B.) shall we 


| pass by the State of New Jersey with that object in ii 


solution intro- |: : 
eae ea. 9 l; they had ever, fora moment, from the time of their 


this did not assume certain important things; if it; 
did not assume that questions might arise in the | 
course of the organization of this House, for 


rum of undisputed members to vote? 


Now he (Mr. B.) assumed, and he asked gen- — 
tlemen to listen to him while he explained the 
grounds of his assumption, that no question had 
arisen, which the House was called upon to pass, 


| ing to the laws of New 
After the |, 


| tertain a question between 
! returns from the same 


| receiving them to this, 


' isting members o ( I 
Jersey? He would ask them if they had ciaimed 


and that no question could arise which it was com- 
petent for it to decide. If this assumption was 
correct, he would ask why were they arrested in 
the midst of the organization of the House? The 
Cierx had told them that he wanted a quorum, 
and gentlemen on that floor had told them the same 
thing. Why (asked Mr. B.) do you want a quo- 
rum? For what purpose? What question was 
before the House, which it was called on to pass 
in reyiew; or what question was likely to come 


It had been said, in the first place, that when they 


tain returns, or, more properly speaking, commis- 
sions, which the House would becalled upon to re- 
view. If so, then was he mistaken in the judg- 
ment he had formed. Did not the CLERK present 
to the House one of the members from New Jer- 


those held by the five gentlemen he refused to 
cal? Had any gentleman on that floor doubted 
the validity or authenticity of thase commissions? 


asked, in regard to these commissions, was to be 


an honorable member, at an early stage of the 
debate, called for the reading of the law of New . 
Jersey fon the subject of elections. Why read ' 
Certainly not for the information of 


Certainly not | 


no man had ventured to state that these commis- 


comma. He begged gentlemen to reflect on these | 
things. Then (said Mr. B.) we want no quorum 
of ascertained members for the purpose of passing 
upon the validity of these commissions. They 
were admitted to be what the law required, and 
that was sufficieat, so far as they were concerned. 
But they had been informed by the Crerg that he 
was in possession of certain other papers, showing 
that cerlain persons other than the five gentlemen 
who held the commissions of the Governor of New 
Jersey, claimed seats in the House of Representa- 
tives as Representatives from the State of New 
Jersey. Now, with regard to these papers, what- 
ever they might be, I put (said Mr. B.) this ques- 


tion solemnly to the House—‘Is there any question |) 


in relation to these papers to be passed upon by the 
House?” Had any gentleman stated that these pa- 
pers were in conformity with the laws of New Jer- 
sey? The House could admit but six members 


| from New Jersey, agd these had presented them- | 
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selves with the regular legal commissions from the 


d authorities of the State, which lie on 
your table. Were there any more? The Crier 
had intimated no such thing. No gentleman had 
stated that he regarded the other set of papers as 


legal evidence of membership, accord- 
DENENA Jersey. Then what ques- 


here to pass on? He admitted that 


constitute 


tion was there 


it would be competent for the House to en- 


two conflicting 
State, but he maintained 
that there were no conflicting returns from the 
State of New Jersey; for the papers presented by 
the gentlemen contesting the seats of the gentiemen 
bearing the Governor’s commission were not re- 
turns, in the proper sense of the term. He would 
ask either of the honorable gentlemen who appear- 
ed here, bringing with them these papers, whether 


regarded themselves as €x- 
f Congress from the State of New 


rivilege from arrest in virtue of having these pa- 
Panl r they had done so, then he, Mr. B. bad 


| only to say to those gentlemen that they had claim- 


which it might be necessary to have a quo- I eda character, rights, and privileges which be- 


longed no more to them than to any other citizen 
of the United States. But could any man doubt 
for a moment that, with the commissions of the 


|| Governor of New Jersey on the Crzrk’s table, 


those gentlemen holding them could claim all the 
rights and privileges which the Constitution gave 
to members of Congress? Suppose either of these 
gentlemen had been arrested on his way to the 
Capitol, did any man doubt that, with the commis- 
sion of the Governor of New Jersey, attested by 
the broad seal of the State in his hands, and with 
the provision of the Constitution requiring that full 
faith and credit should be given to the public acts, 
records, and judicial proceedings of every State of 
this Union, his claims to be considered as a 
member of Congress would be respected by every 
court of justice in the Union? Could any question 
be raised here as to the regularity of these returns, 
whether they are, or are not, conformable to the 
laws of New Jersey? Was there aman who had 
any doubts on this point? The question did not 
arise on the regularity of either of the conflicting 
returns; for in the one case the regularity was ad- 
mitted by universal consent, and in the other case 
the irregularity was conceded also by universal 
consent. 


He, Mr. B. did not claim to have much expe- 
rience on matters of Government or matters of law; 
but it had struck him with much surprise that gen- 
tiemen of legislative experience, should contend 
that this House, previous to its organization, could 
undertake to decide how the popular vote of New 


i: Jersey was given. The House in its present par- 
, tially organized State, was incompetent to entertain 


any question of the kind—nor could it act on the 


| subject at all any further than to ascertain who held 
, the regular and legal commissions from the consti- 


tuted authorities of the State. The House could 
not appoint its officers, its Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and door-Keepers, nor elect its committees, until 


l L f à s :, after its organization by the election of a Speaker. 
| sions were not in strict conformity with the law, i 
letter for letter, word for word, and comma for li 


Neither could it do any act in its judicia! character. 
It could not arrest its members for breach of order, 
nor entertainan impeachment, nor summon wit- 
nesses; and least of all, could it decide in a case 
of contested election—the most tremendous power 
it could exercise. He could not see how the com- 
mittees can be appointed until after the organiza- 
tion. The House would possess no authority to 
send for witnesses, nor, in short, in any Way exer- 
cise the judicial power. He would further ask how 
they would proceed in the case of a contested elec- 


| lion. Would it be under oath? Might gentlemen 


perform a part of their duties under the Constitu- 


| tion, before taking the oath, and the rest afterwards? 


He would undertake to say that no gentleman 
would sit and act in the important part of deciding 
on elections, before taking the oath. Mr. B. here 
read an act of Congress, which requires that the 
members shail take the oath before proceeding to 
business. The law, then, requiring that the Speaker 
shall administer the oath, it therefore followed that 
they could not legally proceed to business until after 


ee, 
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the election of Speaker. It was with the views he 
had offered that he was opposed to the course taken 


by the CLERK, and to the resolution offered by the || 
He was opposed to = 


gentleman from Virginia. 
both, because there was no question before the 
Honse that it was competent to act upon. To his 
mind, they had nothing now todo with the ques- 
tion as to who were legally entitled to the seats, by 
virtue of a majority of the popular vote. No such 
question could be properly entertained at this time, 
in the partially organized condition of the House. 
Mr. B. then went on to argue that there was no 
good and sufficient reasons for passing by the State 
of New Jersey, in calling the roll. The reasons 
which had been offered did not exist in fact; for it 
mattered not whether New Jersey was called first 
or last, her members who came with the Governor’s 
commission could rot be excluded from taking 
their part in the organization. It was the duty of 
ihe CLERK to proceed in calling the roll, and there 
was ne difficulty in the way to prevent it. Let the 
CieRk proceed—-the House waited for him—the 
Constitution waited for him—the law waited for 
him. The wheels of Government were arrested by 
his pause. 
tion, let him move on. 

Mr. COOPER said, he appeared as a Representa- 
tivefrom the State of Georgia; and without in- 
tending any disparagement to those who may have 
omitted to do as much, he presented in his hand, 
for the inspection of the members of the Twenty- 
sixth Congress, now assembled from. the severat 
States, the evidence of that character, which, until 
now, had been assumed amongst you. It was a 
commission to which was affixed.the great seal of 
the State of Georgia. . 

Sir, said Mr. C. I rise for the purpose of making 


i 


In the name of God and the Constitu- | 


a few statements, on which may arise several : 


questions pertinent to the position of affairs here 
existing. From these inferences may be drawn by 
which we may understand what relation the indi- 
viduals now present bear to each other, and to the 
country. Ishall be able thereby to show the views 
I entertain of the powers of this unorganized mass 
of individuals. 

He felt proud to realize, for the first time, the 
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on which has obtained a protracted discussion. 
During its progress, grave and novel as is the alti- 
tude we are in, principles the most grave have 
been advocated or denied. 

Tt appeared to him that the names already called 
and enrolled, did not constitute a quorum of a 
House of Representatives. 

The embarrassment was apparent to all, and 
each one in turn repeats the inquiry, What shall 
be done? The CLearx could not proceed without 
advice. Less than a quorum could not advise. 
None but members elect could advise; and the 
multitude present, not yet called, he said, were not 
known as members. The Crrrk, he contended, 
could not pass over New Jersey, without the 
unanimous consent of the individuals present, for- 
asmuch as by unanimous consent it was agreed 
she should be called in the order she now stands in. 
Hence would arise continually the question, What 
could be done? 

Amiast the various propositions submitted, there 
were two into which all the others ultimately would 
run. One was, to pass New Jersey, by allowing 
her no Representative, because of the contest. 
The other was, to admit the members certified by 


| the seal of the State, be said, for want of power, at 
; this period, to question the right of those who 


bear it. 

Mr. C. said that, impelled by a sense of duty to 
the country, and of respect to those he addressed, 
he felt bound to repeat no more of what others had 
urged than was necessary to the presenting fairly 
what occurred to him as new. He would also en- 
deavor to bear in mind one other good rule, which 
was to ‘quit when he had done.” 

At this stage of proceeding, he held they could 
not entertain a question as to the right of the five 
persons from New Jersey, who came with the 


| great seal of the State, accompanied by a certificate 
; in due furm. 


presence around him of-the talented, distinguished, ` 


and worthy members, of the most august assem- 
blage of legislators known to the world. It is no 
other than a meeting of the Representatives of the 
several States, for the purpose of organizing the 
Twenty-sixth Congress, convened pursuant to a 
compact of union entered into between the States. 
That compact was the Constitution. 

He said the members of Congress are here. 
This statement, though doubtless true, was mani- 
fest only in part. What now, he asked, is our 
true concition? The persons present having called 
to their aid, by authority of precedent and usage, 


the CLERK of a former Congress, by common con- || 


sent, agreed to pursue the course heretofore adopted 
for organization, By that course, the CLERK was 
required to call the States severally, beginning with 


Maine, passing thence South and West, so far as : 


he might be fortified with reasons.to believe mem- 
bers were present. He had called the States thus 
in order, asking the several members so called to 
respond to their names. Thereupon he enrolled 
the names called to represent each State, until he 
arrived at New Jersey. He then sounded the 
name of one member, and enrolled it. Here he 
suspended the call, making known to those present 
that five other names were returned by New Jer- 
sey. These five, said Mr. C. bear respectively a 
commission under the great seal of the State, in 
like manner and in due form with the first, certify- 
ing them to be members elect of the Twenty-sixth 
Congress. But that the Currk kas also in his pos- 
Session papers purporting to be credentials, or 
certificates of election, in favor of other five per- 
sons, showing them to be the elect of New Jersey. 
These certificates are signed and sealed, but not by 
he great seal of the State. The CLERK, finding 
in himself no authority to decide which shall be 
called, asks the advice of those present. Thus 
far, he said it seemed tohim, he has pursued a 
prudent course. j 


Under these circumstances, sir, (said Mr. C.) 
Various propositions are made in successive order, 


Mr. C.said, in the argument here, he was almost 
superseded by the clear and forcible illustrations of 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisx,] follow- 
ed by those of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Horrman.] He did not hope to add weight to 
what they had urged. “Hence, having made the 
statements he designed to make, he proceeded to 
ask, Who and what they were that now debated 
this matter? They were not the House of Repre- 
sentatives, because, though placed together in this 
hall, they did not yet know each other as such, 
having exhibited no credentials, nor answered to 
their names. Until that should be done, they were 
no more a House, as contemplated by the Consti- 
tution, than before they left home. “The House 


: of Representatives shall be composed of members 


chosen,” &c. says the Constitution. This imports 
a placing together of members recognised by each 
other in some Heuse. . 
What, then, said Mr. C. are we, sir? We are 
the persons “chosen” “by the people of the several 


| States.” (This he asserted for his colleagues and 


himself, and presumed of others, for sake of illus- 
tration.) They had come together, he said, in that 
House, and were inquiring of each other’s member- 
ship. Before being satisfied, except as to part, 
they had come to a pause. Was it true, then, that 
anterior to being known to each other as members, 
and even before coming heie, they were, in fact, 
members of this Congress, now being “composed” 
into a House of Representatives? Such, said he, 
was the‘fact; otherwise their coming here, or their 


meeling together, or this hall, had made them i; 


members. 

lf members of Congress, before they arrived 
here, when and how became they so? Sir, let the 
Constitution speak, the compact of union, and by 
it let every Nullifier abide. 

The Constitution says, section 4th: “The times, 
places, and manner of holding elections for Sena- 
tors and Representatives, shall be prescribed in 
each State by the Legislatare thereof.” ‘Thus, it 
appears, the ast of the State determines the how 
and the when a man becomes a member. But how 
does she make her act known? Here, too, she was 
left untrammelled, for they dared not inquire into 
the mode in which she chose to make it known. 
Whether her letters patent, with her seal affixed, 
contain the whole fact, or whether by them she 


‘make known that it is properly evinced by certi- 


ficate of a justice of the peace, was immaterial. 
When she declared she had done an act, and put 
her seal to the declaration, she had done the most 
solemn act she could perform. We, said- Mr. C. 
are bound to respect it; so is every earthly power, 
unless, to some, she had delegated power to call it 
in question. 

Had she delegated such a power; if so, to whom? 
By the Constitution, section 5, the House of Re- 
presentatives “shall be the judge of the elections, 
returns, and qualifications of its own members.” 
This grant of power isto the “House, composed” 
and formed as before shown, and to none other, 
and at no other time. Until that tribunal, pointed 
out by and with her consent and authority, and 
that of her sister States, was created or “composed,” 
her most solemn declaration was conclusive, 
touching the election, binding on them for the time, 
and all the world besides. So true was this, that 
between sovereign States, a discrediting one State 
by another is just cause of war. How then should 
they escape the conclusion ? Shouldthey, an unor- 


: ganized body, not yet characterized before each 


other, “members,” elect,” “chosen,” but not com- 
posed” into a House, before the grant of power is 
delivered, assume to set aside an act of sovereignty 
—nay, drive from their presence the sovereignty 
itself, in the persons of their Representa- 
tives? Yes, sir, he said, the sovereignty; be- 
cause, although he might, before the proper tri- 
bunal, be taught there was a fallacy in it all, still, 
for the present, he must act on the presumption that 
an act, having such authenticity, did truly transpire. 
And whilst he conceded the position of the gentle- 
man from Carolina, [Mr. Pickens] that the peo-, 
ple in a primary assembly might perform acts 
paramount to the great seal, the laws, and our. 
Constitution, he still maintained, what he thought 
a Nollifier cught, that in the absence of any act of 
aprimary assembly to the contrary, the expressed 
willof a people, evinced by the most solemn act 
of their superior agent, in form and manner di- 
rected by them, wasa sovereign act, on the plain 
principle that what one does by an agent he does 
by himself. 

Here, sir, said Mr. C. permit me to pause for a 
moment to review the relations of those I have met 
here, whilst I point to the positions occupied by 
what I understand to be the two great contending 
parties that divide the politicians of this country. 
Not for the purpose of denunciation or acrimeny, 
but hoping to excite none on the part of either, and 
feeling none, I recur to them to enforce what I 
say. I appealto the acts and sayings of both to 
demonstrate that, in this matier, consonant with 
what one party now says and does, and that which 
the other of late said and did. There ought to be 
found no one objecting to the proposition requiring 
us to recognise, for the present, without question, 
the members from New Jersey who bear the great 
seal of the State. 

Before doing this, he asked to be allowed to 
state that, in coming here a Nullifier, and believ- 
ing the perpetuity ofthe Union greatly depended 
on the preservation of that Republican faith, and 
being identificd with the State Rights party from 
choice, education, and habit, yet knowing no ruie 
but the faith contained in the creed, he was taught 
to believe he should find here that party he was 
used to oppose, more nearly professing and acting 
out his principles than their opponents. On the 
point here debated, he found, he said, most, if not 
all the Opposition, especially the gentleman from 
Virginia and the one from New York, leading in 
a way that looks as familiar to his eye, as the road 
to the mill. If, then, the Democratic Republicans, 
as they are sometimes called, should be found 
in the same track, for one time they should all har- 
monize on a ground, at one period or other main- 
tained by each. 


To show, sir, said Mr. C. that my views ought 
to be sustained, and that, on this point, they and I 
ought not to differ, I beg to read from an authority 
they will no doubt recognise. 

Mr. C. read from the Globe, of July 17th, 1838, 
from a document, the caption of whieh 1s as fol- 
lows: 


“Ata meeting of Republican members of the 
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Senate and House of Representatives, held at the 
Capitol, July 6th, 1838, the Hon. John M. Niles 
of Connecti zut, and the Hon. Charles, E. Haynes 
of Georgia, being chairmen, and the Hon. George 
M. Keim of Pennsylvania, and the Hon. H. L. 
Turney of Tennessee, acting as secretaries, the ad- 
dress to the people of the United States was re- 
ceived, and further considered; whereupon, on 


motion of the Hon. Hiram Gray of New York, it 


was 

Resolved, That the address be signed and pub- 
lished by the committee who prepared it, in behalf 
of tne Republican members of Congress.” 

From that paper I read the following extracts, to 
wit: 

“Hence the diferent light in which the two par- 
tieş tiewed the character of the system. The Re- 
publican party held it to be federative in its charac- 
ter, and formed by the States in their sovereign ca- 

acity, and adopted for their mutual secarity and 
fappined: while many of their adversaries regard- 
ed itas a great National Repnblic, formed by the 
American people in the aggregate, to promote the 
interest of the majority, instead of the several 
States composing it. 

“We adhere to the constitutional doctrines of the 
Republican party of 1798 9. We adopt the rule 
of strict construction they maintained. These are 
the principles upon whith we woiild have our Go- 
Vernment administered; and a reference to our 
views upon the great and agitating topics of the 
day will, we trust, show that we are disposed to 
casry these principles into practice by our public 
acts,” 

These are doctrines (said Mr. ©.) familiar to us 
«sound and good. Now, sir, here is à case to 
apply them. Let ws stand to them through evil 
report as well as good; take hold of them, and 
locking nor right nor left, let us see what first 
arises. I now invoke those who have adopted 
these principles—I affectionately invite them (for I 
truly feel affection for all who sincerely take hold of 
such) to arrest this controversy, and by unanimous 
tonsen! ptt an end to debate. 

This was a union of States, not of the aggregate 
mass of the whole people of this Union. Therefore 
New Jersey properly speaks in this case in her or- 
ganic capacity ,and we, at this time,cannot controvert 
her, or permit it to be done in a way not appointed. 
We, said Mr. C. hold to the doctrine of “strict 
construction” of delegated powers. Therefore we, 
to whom no power is delegated, cannot inquire to 
to discredit or overrule New Jersey. 

But again, sir, continued Mr. C. remembering 
still that my appeal is to all who hold this doctrine 
of strict construction, let me here demonstrate 
what mainly I rose to prove. It is this: that by 
the power delegated, no judgment can obtain by us 
now, or the House hereafter, “of the election, 
return and qualification,” &c. of any one not ad- 
mitted to be a member. There must be something 
in possession purporting to be an “election” or “‘re- 
turn”—some man, professing and acting, pre- 
sumed or taken to be a member amongst you. You 
cannot act on nothing—against no one. How can 
you judge of “elections” where none appear, or of 
“returns” where none exist. As well might you 
attempt to take nothing from nothing. 

Bat, in addition to this reason, from the nature of 
things, there wasa still better reason fora strict 
constructionist, found in the Constitution, 

‘Ihe power to judge was by the Constitution (sec. 
5,) given “of the elections and returns and qualifi- 
cations of its own members.” Here, then, the grant 
by strict construction was given to judge concern- 
ing one who is a “member”—not only one who is 
a member, and so claims to be, but actually is in 
his seat exercising his rights. Without this, he is 
no member. 

Farther still: he must likewise be a member in 
whom the House claims an interest, an ownership. 

He must be the House’s “own member.” Until 


then, and of any other, you judge without a dele- 
gated power. 


_ Do not say that this is unreasonable; not so: it is 
Just what the compact of union contemplates, to 
wit, that eath State should be represented. 

Of representatives, “members chosen by the peo- 
ple of the several States,” shall the House be “cx. 


| to appeal to appeal to his friend from Virginia 
| [Mr. Wise] to withdraw his resolution. 
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So you perceive, without a violation 0 
assuming the object to be to admit the 
can only do it by first recognising 


posed.” 
principle, 
second five; you 
the first five. 
Seeing, therefore, 


be changed or departed from but by like consent— 
that your professed principles require you to respect 
for the time being, what you may think will ulti- 
mately be fuund to be a pretended claim, and that 
the Opposition are now occupying ground you 
were wont to assure; then, in the name of the 
peace, good order and dignity of thi8 assertiblage; 
by the regard you have to the sovereignty of the 
States; and the interest you feel for the good of the — 
country; withdraw fdr the time being all opposition : 
to the Jersey membeis, who, without your admis- 
sion or denial, are members, and were :0 before : 
they, you, or I, assembled here, and who can only | 
be ousted by the action of the constituted authority 
sitting in judgment on these; “its otbn members. 


is but one mode to get out of the difficulty orderly. 
That will be to give to the CLERK, by the respective 
State delegations, 
cannot be asked of us; then, according to that ad- ; 
vice, let the CLERK withhold one or other set of : 
credentials. : 

Mr. STANLY, in a few words, was understood . 


Mr. WISE said he would comply with the re- 
quest of his friend from North Carolina. Con- 
siderable opposition had been made to the resolu- 
tion, and if it could only pass by general consent, 
it must share the fate of at the other propositions 
thathad been made, and be lost. Mr. W. said he 
still adhered to the position he assumed yesterday, | 
that neither was the CLERK the judge of the Repre- | 
sentatives from New, Jersey, nor was the House. | 
The tribunal was in New Jersey alone. He agreed 
with the gentleman from Georgia, whose remarks 
struck him with much force, that they must either 
agree to let the gentlemen from New Jersey take 
their seats, or agree on some [mode of ejecting 
them. Yesterday, said Mr. W. addressing the | 
CLERK, I appealed to you, sir, to recede from your | 


decision, but you have satisfied me that you could | And he would sériously submit it to gentlemen 


not have taken any other coaise} and thathad you | 


| net, when in calling the roll you came to New 


Jersey, referred the case to the House, some 
member would have objected to your proceeding 
with the call of that State, and tbus we should 
have been in the same position we now are. 
intended to appeai to you yesterday, and ask you if 
you would establish a precedent which would re- | 
sultin an appeal to physical force, a resort to | 


which all of us would revolt from. But for refer- || 


ring this matter to the House as you have done, | 
you have satisfied me that it was impossible for | 
you to avoid it, 
In reference to the resolution he hal submitted, 
Mr. W. said that if he could consent to call wit- 


nesses in relation to his conduct on that floor, there © 


were witnesses enough present who well knew 
how the resolution originated, and that it was far 
from him to intend to accomplish any party trick, 
but that his purpose was to carry it out in good 
faith, He was now willing to compromise the 
matter, and would take the pledge of any gentleman 
of the other party—the rest of that party, by their 
silence, acqniescing in it—that no advantage should 
be taken of him and his friends, by organizing the 
House before settling the question as to who should 
have the seats for New Jersey, and would then 
agree that the Cierx should go on calling the roll 
of undisputed members, till a quorum was formed. 


that advice which, as a mass, | 


that having consented to adopt | 


a mode now progressing, but interrupted nm 10 ord to say that 


| one way or the othe 
' expressed 


| a blind partisan, 


: on the Me 
ld beg of them ‘ion 
i Aum, ef good feeling, of magnanimity, and 


` even of convenien 


Gd Mr. W. if it must not be done by legal 
ey Y if you have the evidence, that is le- 
gal. It was absurd to say that the pecple of New 
Jersey have determined against the five gentlemen 
who have the commission of the Governor, unless 


i idence to prove it. It was 
ee ae ce a people bad determined in 
r, unless you take their will, as 
by their constituted authorities. 

If he was not considered by many present to be 
he would appeal to parua oF 

r side earnestly and affectionately, as the 
ase from Conia did, to pause and reflect 
position in whieh they were placed. He 


by every consideration of pa- 


ce, that they would suffer the 
call of the roll to go on, without excluding the gen- 
tlemen from New Jersey who had the usual and 
regular commissions, and complete the organiza- 
tion of the House, so as to proceed to the despatch 


Unless, said Mr. C. you shall so consent, there of the public business. 


Some gentlemen had told him that if his resolu» 
tion should be adopted, they must go into the merits 
of the elections from New Jersey; and it also had 
been suggested that the resolution might be re- 
pealed, and not carried out in good faith. His 
friends appealed to him to withdraw it, and thus 
pressed on both sides, he felt it necessary to with- 
draw it. 

Before he sat down, he must read, for the infor- 
mation of the House, a precedent which he found 
in a newspaper, bearing directly on the case before 
them, and in which the present President of the 
United States supported the position occupied by 
him and his friends. Mr. W. here read a case of 
a contested election dpéidéd in the Legislature of 
New York ia the year 1814. : i 

Mr. HUNT made a few observations 10 rela- 
tion to the resolution made by him. The discits- 
sioti on this subject, he said, had been exhausted, 
and yet, judging from the past, they were as fat 
from settling the difficulty asever. Without en- 
tering into any argument, he would put it to gen- 
tlemen, whether it was not their duty to devise 
some mode by which the organization of the House 
could be effected—some means by which no one 
party should have an advantage over the other; 


whether every consideration of patriotism, of good 
feeling, and of expediency, did not require them 
to pursue this course. 

We are all, said he, desirous of getting out of 
this difficulty, and he knew no means of accom- 
plishing this object, more effectual than the reso- 
lution he had submitted. Ifany gentleman would 
offer a proposition more agreeable to the House, 
and better calculated to effect the object in view, 
he would give ithis cordial support. But, ashe 
thought his “proposition was the fairest for all par- 
ties that could be offered, he hoped the House 
would accede toit. Mr. H. then proceeded to 
give his resolution in detail, and concluded by ex- 
pressing his belief that it would relieve the CLERK 
of the House from all embarrassment, and enable 
them to organize, and proceede to the despatch of 
the public business, without giving either party 
the advantage over the other. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose, and made a few sug- 


| gestions, which he hoped would enable the House 


` to get out of the difficulty in which it was involved. 
` He would advert to a clause in the Constitution, 


which bore directly on that matter. In the first 


' place, it was there provided, that a majority of 
: members shall constitute a quorum for the trans- 


His resolution, however, was between Scylla and `. 


Charybdis. His honorable colleague [Mr. Crata] 
was for going into the merits of the election. Now 
he protested against going behind the certificates of 
the Governor of New Jersey, and gave various ` 
reasons why it could not be done before the election 
of a Spezxer. Gentlemen on the other side said | 
that they would not be bound by mere technicali- 
ties, It was a commen habit of some minds to de- . 
Zade technicalities; but truth could not be arrived at | 
without them. What was law, but technicality? 
Admit that yon can go behind the certificates, I | 


action of business; and, secondly, thata less num- 
ber than a quorum should have the power to ad- 
journ from day to day, and to compel the attend- 
ance of absent members. The first thing, then, 
they had to do, was to ascertain ifa quoram was 


: present; this was usually done by the Cuerx call- 


ing over the names of members; and when he 
called the name of a member, and no one objected, 
there was a tacit acknowledgment by the House 
that he was a member. The CrerK thos going 
on with his call,and no one objecting, as in 
ordinary cases, a quorum was formed, com- 
petent for the transaction of business. Now, how 
did their present condition vary from this state of 
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the case? Tne Cunrx went on calling the roll 
until he got to the State of New Jersey, and then 
the stumbling-block was put in the way by him- 
self. Why did he stop when he came to the State 
of New Jersey? why did he refer this matter to the 
House? Tie CLerK here was clearly wrong; he 
had no right to take the course he did. In the 


case of Moore and Letcher, the Clerk called the | 


name of Moore, and the objection was raised by a 
member cf the House; an objection which any 
member had a right to make, but which the Clerk 
had no’. 
and of Allen cf Kentucky, the objections were also 
raised by a member of the House, and not by the 
Clerk. The CLerk, therefore, had departed as 
well from the usage of the House as from the pre- 
cedents established in several similar cases. One 
means of getting out of the difficulty in which they 
were involved, had been recommended by the gen- 
teman frem Virginia; and that was, going on with 
calling the names of members whose right to seats 
was undisputed, until a quoram was formed. 
This course he at present approved of, thongh he 
admitted some other proposition might be made 
that would meet with more general favor. In the 
hope that some such preposition would be made, 
he would suggest an a:!journment, in order that 


In the cases of Gholson and Claiborne, | 


lands drawn by them, and to locate others in Leu 
\hereof, and for other purposes. 

7. A bili for the relief of Richard T. Banks, of 
the State of Arkansas. f 

Mr. CLAY of Ala. gave notice that, at the earli- 
est day in which it would be in order to do so, he 
would ask leave to introduce the foliowing bills: 

1. A bill supplemental to the act, entitled “An 
act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on ihe 


n public lands,” approved June 22, 1838. 


— 2 oe ae me 


gentlemen might think over the matter, and be pie- |: 


pared by the morning to adept some course that 


would enable them to go on wiih the organization © 


of the House. 
On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, 
The House adjournea. 


IN SENATE, 
Trurspay, December 5, 1839. 


The resolutions submitted to the Senate yester- © 


day, cominz up for consideration, 


Mr. IIUBBARD suggested whether there might | 


2. A bill for the benefit of the Selma and Ten- 
nessee Railroad Company. 
3. A bill togrant to the States and incorporated 


, companies engaged in the construction of roads or 


canals the right of way through the public lands of 
the United States. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that, at the earliest 
day in which it would be in order to do sa, he 
would ask leave of the Senate to introduce the fol- 
lowing bill, viz: 

A billto repeal the act entitled “An act laying a 
duty on imported salt, granting a bounty on pickled 
fish exported, and allowances to certain vessels em- 
ployed in the fisheries,” approved July 29, 1813, 
and to repeal all acts in continuation or amend- 
ment of the same. 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, / 
Trorspay, December 5, 1839. r 
At 12 o'clock, the CrerK called thé House to 


| order, and stated that at the adjournmeft on yester- 


not be seme impropriety in adopting resolutions of | 


inquiry, to which responses might be made before 


the Message of the President would be received by 
the Senxte. Ho- therefore suggested to his friend 
from Missouri whether it would not be proper to 
postpone acting on them until the reception of the 
Message. 

Mr. BENTON expressing bis willingness to ac- 
quiesce in whatever course the Senate thought 
proper to take, 

Oa motion of Mr. HUBBARD, they were or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. NORVELL gave notice that, at the earliest 
day it would be proper to do so, he wonld ask 
leave to introduc a bill making appropriations for 
the completion of certzin roads commenced by tle 
United States in the Siate of Michigan. 

Mr. FULTON gave notice that, at the earliest 
day in which it woild be in order to do so, he 
would asi leave to introduce the following bills: 

J. A bili to provide for the defence of the west- 
ern borders of the Staies of Louisiana, Missouri, 
and Arkansas. 

2. A bill fer the relief of sundry citizens of Ar- 
kansas, who lost their improvements in conse- 
quence of a treaty between the United States and 
Choctaw Indians. 

3. A bill making appropriations ta complete 
certain military roads in ihe State of Arkansis. 

4. A bill to settle the tille to certain tracts of 
land in the State of Arkansas, 

5A bill to authorize the inhabitants of towf- 
ships eizht north, range thirty-two west, in the 
State of Arkansas, io entera section of land in 
lieu of the sixteenth section in said township, upon 
condition that the same is surrendered to 
United States for military parposes. 

6. A bill io revive an act authorizing certain 
soldiers ia the late war to surrender the bounty 


the ; 


day the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. UNper- 
woop] was entitled to the floor. l Ë 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose to addres$ the Mouse, 
but gave way to i j 

Mr. HUNT, who made an explanation ân rela- 
tion to the resolution he had submitted od yester- 
day. Some gentlemen, he said, entertained the 
idea that, if it was adopted, no action of te House 
could be had on any other subject than the case of 
the New Jersey election. He contemplated no 
such thing by the resolution, as his object was that 
the House should organize speedily, and go on 
with the business which had brought them to- 
gether. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then rose, and commenced 


| by saying that when the House adjourned on yes- 
' terday, he was attempting to arrive at the princi- 
| ples upon which they might proceed and organize 


the House, and examining the peculiar situation 


| in which the House had been placed. Some gen- 
| tlemen contended that if the Cerk hal called 
: the names of 
: Jersey, 


the five members from New 
would have settled the case, and 
relieved the House from the difficulty in 
which it had been placed. Such, however, was 
not the factin his view of the case. Suppose the 
Crer« had called one of the five members from 
New Jerszy, and any member on the floor had rose 
and objected tehis taking his seat, we would then be 


it 


| in precisely the same position in which we are now. 


He held that he had the right to object to any one 
of the members from that State taking their 
seats, and his objection must be heard, and de- 
cided by the House. In the case of Claiborne and 


| Gholson, agentleman from Virginia (Mr. Mercer] 


objected to their taking their seats, and called for 
further testimony in the case, and the House laid 
the gentleman’s motion on the table. 

Mr. U. then submitted tne following proposition: 

The Clerk of the Inte House of Representatives, 
in calling the roll of members of the Twenty-sixth 
Congress, began at the State of Maine and pro- 
ceeded regularly, according to usage, until he 
came to the State of New Jersey. He called 
Joscpu F. Ranperps, asa member from that State, 
and then stated in substance, that there were ten 
persons besides Mr. Ranpotpn claiming to be Re- 


-presentatives from the Stale of New Jersey, and 


insisting on their right to take seats as members, 
when by law the State was entitled to six Repre- 
sentatives only; and that he declined calling any of 
the claimants, believing it to be his duty not to 
decide who were entitled. A debate thereupon 
arose, and the members elected have been unable 
in the usual manner to recognise each other, to ase 
certain whether there was a quoram in attendance, 
and to organize the House. For the purpose, 
therefore, of obviating all farther difficulty, 
Resolved, That the Cuurx of the late House 
ought, and he is hereby directed, to proceed in 
calling the roll, and each person called who 
answers to his name, and against whom no 
objection is urged 10 his taking a seat, shall be 


' counted as a member in ascertaining whether 


there be a quorum present, and each person 
so called, against whom objection may be 
made, sha!l not be counted; bat, upon objection 
being made, the Cirrx shall pass by the person 
objected to and call another. After the roll shall 
have been called through, if there be a quorum 
present of persons against whom no objectio. .s have 
been raised, sach quorum shall proceed to decide 
upon the claims of those who have not been called 
by the Crean, or who, if called, have been preter- 
mitted in consequence of objections raised against 
them, and shall determine which of the claimants 
shall participate in the organization of the House; 
Provided, however, That nothing herein contained, 
and no decision which may be made, admitting 
any one to participate in the organization of the 
House, shali be construed to bar or preclude the 
House, afer it shall have been daly organized, 
from investigating, jadging, and deciding upon the 
election returns and qualifications of each of those 
whose right to a seat is questioned, before the 
House is organized, and who may be admitted to 
participate in the organization of the House by a 
decision in pursuance of this resolution. 

Mr. U. contended that this was the only plan 
by which this matter ever contd be brought to a 
conclusion. It had been suggested to him who 
should vote on this question. In reply to that, he 
would say that he thought every one who came 
there claiming to be a member of the House, might 
vote upon it. The presumption was, when a set of 
gentlemen assembled at the seat of Government at 
the time of the meeting of Congress, as the Repre- 
sentatives of the people, that they were entitled to 
vote on all pre'iminary questions of organization; 
and if they cou'd not do so, it was manifest to him 
that this question never could be settled. There 
must be some mode by which this question 
could be setiled, and he knew of none other 
than the one he had pointed out. Gentle- 
men had inquired whether we had not the pow- 
er to go behind “the commissions of the Gover- 
nor of New Jersey, previous to the organization 
of the House. He contended you could not, and 
that it would be an outrage on all precedent, law, 
and usage, todo so. Gentlemen had asked, will 
you not allow fraud to be exposed—will you not 
allow us to exhibit a majority of the votes of the 
people in favor of political liberty, and the great 
rights of the people? These arguments, however, 
appeared to him to be more specious than sound. 
He admitted that you could go behind the returns, 
but it must be done by organizing a proper tribunal 
to try the question; and in order that this tribunal 
might be raised, it was essentially necessary that 
the House should first be organized, and the oaths 
be administered to members according to the Con- 
stitution and laws. Then the case could be brought 
up, and evidence might be adduced on both sides. 
This was his view of the case, but it seemed to be the 
opinion of some gentlemen, by their arguments 
and by the course they pursned, tbat you 
can decide the case without giving the pals 


ties a hearing ‘at all.” i 
ments. of some. genilemen, it was ouly ne- 
cessary for-a gentleman to claim the seat of a 
member of this House and the Curerx was bound 
- 10 pass over his name when he arrived at it on the 
' roil, - He might put the case of Barron and Lucas 


He understood from the newspapers that there was 


a gentlenian, by the name of Barton: who o'aimed | 
the seat of Mr. Lucas, am! would gentlemen: pre- 
was not entitled to his seat merely be~ 


tend that he ea 
cause this other geneman claimed it?’ He con- 


tended that the ‘course pointed out by his resolution — 
was the only correct course, and’ referred to the © 
argument in the case of Mocre and Letcher, and 

to other cases, as tvittence in support of his view ` 


_ of the question. 


‘Mr. RANDOLPH next rose to address the 


House, when — ~ l LA 
`- Mr. VANDERPOES inquired if the gentleman 


could take the floor, having spoken twice already. ` 


‘The CLERK said, as there were no rules 
adopted for the government of the House, he did 
nôt feel authorized to prevent the gentleman from 
speaking. ee Re 


Mr. RANDOLPH then addréésed the House at 


considerable length. He contended that the laws 
of the State of New Jersey had ‘been tully com- 


plied with, and that his colleagues, as well as him- 


self, had sufficieut evidence to entitle them to their 
sats in the first insfance, and that it was not in the 
power of the Cizex, or the House, to deprive 
them of that right. The Jaw of the Siate of New 


Jersey was paramount to the Crerx, and he was. 
bound to call the names of his colleagues if he per-" 
formed his duty. It was their right to take their | 


seatsin the first instance, and it was notin the 


power of the House to go into a full investigation , 
of the case until it was property organized; and 


then it: must be done up n petition. For a long 
time; In the ‘history of this Government, this 
House, even after it was organized, wou'd not go’ 
behind the’ certificate and commission of ihe mem- 
ber. For several Congresses this was the law. In 
two cases Congress’ decided that it would not go 
behind the ‘certificate of a Governor when it was 
mate ont in accordance with the laws of the State. 
In the case of Spalding and Meade, from Geor- 
già, there were three counties which did not reach 
the Governor until after the time ‘expired by law, 


ih consequence of a storm which in'errapted these: 


returns, and when this case was brought before the 
House upon petition, after its organizaion, the sit- 
ting member claimed his seat, because he held the 
returns which had been made out according to the 
_ laws of Georgia, and that the House had no right 
to go behind the return. Mr. R. in support of his 
position, referred to the case of Moore and Letcher, 
and the arguments cf Messrs. Lane, Beardsley, 
and Hubbard upon that qnestion. He also re- 
ferred ‘to the case of Claiborne and Gholson, and 
various cases ‘which had occurred in the iNew Jer- 
sey Legislature, all of ‘which he maintained sup- 
` ported the position that his colleagues were entitled 


to their seats fn the first instance. Mr. R. next 
replied to the remarks of Mr. Vanpenrorn, and . 


held that his colleagues did not claim their seats 


upon any technicality of the law, but because they’ 


believed they were entitled to them, They woud 


scorn, to claim them upon a mere’ technicality. 


Mr. R. next replied to the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Soùth Carolina, who he said had at- 
t mpted to draw a dis'inction between the people 
atid ‘the Government’ of New Jersey. He would 

- ask that gentleman how the people would express 
their sovereignty, if they did not do it through their 


constituted authorities? There was a time when a- 


foreign Prince attempted to draw the same distinc: 
-tion which the gentlemin had drawn, and take an 
appeal from the Government cf this country to the 
people. He would ask that gentleman what his 


arse would be, in ease he came here with a com-_ 


mission from the Governor of . South Carolina, 
under the greal seal of the Siate, and another per- 
son came here to prevent him from participating 
in the organization of the House? - 

_.Mr. PICKENS rose to explain. _ He. did not 
Pretend, to give an opinion with, regard e great 
seal..,.When that question arose, he would be pre- 


pared ta deoide.it upon ite meritse. He meant to || 


SRI Saye 


| 
| 


F assert that this House was made the -supreme tri- 
bunal by the Constitution of the United States, and 
that it might take its-own course. He did not pre- 
‘tend to justify this course, or that course. He. as- 
serted the power of the House to take what course 
it thought proper. lt might pass by the great seal 
of the State of New Jersey, if it pleased, as insofi- 


position which he did not take, 
rose to make this explanation. A : 
Mr. RANDOLH resumed, and said if that dis- 


South Carolina, it had been taken by some other 
gentleman. Mfr. R. said he placed this matter on 
cofistitutional grounds, and warned gentlemen to 


Some gentlemen, in the course of their remarks, 
had spoken of him as being entitled to rights and 
privileges whieh his colleagues were not entitled to. 


il But he begged leave to say to gentlemen, that he did 


not consider himself entitled to any greater privilege 
than ‘his col!cagnes.. He had always considered 
himself on an equality with them; and when they 
had: offered a- proposition to their opponents to 
resign, and try the matter again before the people, 
he had claimed the honor of doing so likewise, and 
they were on'y prevented from doing so by the ad- 
vice òf friends. He contended that 'he certificate 
of-the Secretary of State wis wholly void, and of 
no éffeci; that that officer had no power whatever 
to grant a certificzte in this: case, and. that the 


ho had ‘the Governor’s certificate. 
Mr: ADAMS ròse, and addressing himself to the 
House said: . 
Fellow-citizens and members elect of the Twen- 
_ty-sizih Congress: I address myself to you, and not 
to the CLer« in.that chair, under a painful sense 
_of my,own duty. The Crerk,in the performance 
of cfficial duties assigned to him by the laws of the 
United States, commenced reading the roll of the 
‘members here assembled for the purpose of consti- 
tuting a-House of Representatives of the United 
| States.in the Twenty-sixth Congress. After calling 
the roll, commencing with the State of Maine, as 
far as the State of New Jersey, and the members 
whose names he called having answered—ascer- 


| the name of one of the members from New Jersey, 

and stated to the Howse that the seats of the five 
other members from New Jersey were contested; 
that he, deeming himself not authorized to decide 
which of the two parties of five members were 
entitled to sèats, must refer that decision to the 
House; and then immediately, or shortly after- 
wards, a question arose, and the . proposition being 


of a solemn duty, declared that he cculd not puta 


jellow-citizens, I am reduced. to the necessity of 
eppealing to you. “Your Cregg has decided that 
he could not proceed; he refers the decision to you, 
and then he refuses to put the ques‘ion in . order 
that you may make the decision; and bas persisted 
in the refusal to put a question of any kind until 


what predicament are we placed? We are fixed 
here as firm and as immoveable as those columns; 
we can neither go forward nor backward; and 


waited here four days with a firm determination 
not to enter into this controversy. It. was witha 


ject, that I remained in my .seac until now. At 
the last session of Congress, foreseeing what might 
happen, J offered a resolution to this House for the 
“purpose of preventing the difficulty in which we 
are invoived; bat that resolution was not adopted, 
and the diffculty that I then foresaw hrs overtaken 
us. ; For many reasons I had determined not to say 
one word on the subject before us, and I should 
still persist in that de termination if I did not find it 
impossible. for the House to proceed cne step until 
relieved from its present embarrasiment. We 
might stay here until doomsday, and not be one 


~~ 


7 


<+ 


tinction had not been taken by the gentleman from 


beware how they disregarded their injunctions. 


ERK had noright to pass over the names of those 


ta ning their preser.ce here—he paused atter calling. 
presented to the Hoase, he again, in the discharge. 


-he discovered yesterday that he might put the qaes» 


| 

| , ea 

question to the House till it was organized.. Now,, 
| tion of adjcurhment.. Now, fe low-citizens, in 
l 
! 


tbe Crerk tells. us that he will persist in Loth, 
. these decisions, What, then, can we do? I bave 


frm determination not to say one word on the sub- ` 


i i ; i le to nobody. |! : 
cient eviderce, and it was accountable to n y ae or duly, and yet without ferm or orden and: 


unable to progress one step towards the discharge . 
The CLERK has told us | 


but its constituents. _ He did not choose to Le rez. | 
| presented by any gentleman as having assured a 
and thererore he — 


step nearer to onr organization than we now are, 
unless we adopt some mode of relieving ourselves 
from the difficulty in which the decision of the 
Ceri has placed us, Now, all this is very extra- 
ordinary. Here is a body of men assembled from 
the twenty-six States of the Union—a more com- 
plete representation than ever was assembled here 
before—and here we are under the solemn convic- 


of the public business. ct 
that he acted under the solemn convictions of duty, 


| and I concede that he has. I do not even question 


i 

Í 

| 

f 

! . 

| whether that sense of duty was correcily applied, 
1 

i 

| 


but I do say that he has placed us in a posi- 
tion in which we also have solemn duties to 
perform. Now, what are we to do? This 
complete representation of the people of the 
United tes has assembled here, and the Con- 
stitution has enjoined upon it a soiemn duty. 
Whatis i? To organize itself. If there is any 
difficulties in effecting this orgatiization, let us do 
what Mr. Jefferson has told usthe General Assem- 
-bly of the State of Virginia did; when Lord Dun- 
more dissolved them. They adjourned to a tavern, 
and there constituted th-mselves a convention. 
This might be deemed irregular; bat I do think 
that, on the fourth day of the session, in a state of 


| disorganization, it is rather late to make any ob- 


jecticn on the ground 


| 
| 
| 


| 


(greener ene een oe es or 
era per oer rn ere sonra ane 


UILLI ST Cre 


of irregularity. I address 
myself to you, fellov-citizens, and call upon you 
in the name of the people of the United States, to 
discharge your duty. Organize yourselves, and 
when thatis done, you can take up and decide 
questions as you heretofore have done. I call 
upon the whole House. I call upon the majority 
which composes it to proceed to its organization. 
We have recently been told, in the official organ of 
the present Administration, that there isa majority— 
setting aside the members from New Jersey, or 
counting them—that there is a majority of friends 
of the Administration elected to the present Con- 
gress. And pot only has the organ stated that fact, 
but he mentions the precise number—one hundred 
ahd twenty-one members, and every one of them 
is here present. Now [call upon that one hun- 

dred and twenty-one to organize the House. I 

call upon them in the name of their country—I 

will not say in the name of the Administration, for 
jI have not a right to invoke it; but I call upon 
i them in the name of the people of the United 
| States to organize the House; and I offer, for that 
| purpose, to this assemblage, the folowing resolu- 
tion which lies upon the table of yonr CLERK, 
and which, like all othe: resolutions that have 
been placed there, lies in the limbo valley, 
the paradise of fools. We may go on ad infini- 
tum, to the end of time, laying resolutions 
‘on the CLERR’s table, and he will not put the ques- 
tion on one of them. We cannotcontrol the CLERK. 
He is, in the position which he has assumed, an ab- 
solute despot; and unless you set aside all his de- 
cisions, and act for yourselves, ycu will not be 
able to advance one step. Tuis reso.ation which I 
now offer, was offered yesterday by a gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Graves,] (and a number of 
resolutions have been offered since,) but itis in 
the same condition in which all the rest of them, 
are o 
| Mr. A. here read the resolution in the following 
words: . . 
| Resolved, That the Acting Clerk of this House 
shall proceed with the call of the members. from 
the different States of the Union in the usual way, 
calling the names of such members from New 
Jersey as hold the reeular and ‘legal commissions 
from the Executive of that State. 

Mr. GRAVES here snggested to the gentlen.an 
from Massachusetts.that the resi lution would need 
some modification. Having understood from a 
friend that the CLERK was willirg to proceed with 
the call of the roll if it was the will of the majority 
of the Huse that he shon’d do so; he addressed a 
letter to him on the subject, which he would now 
read, wiih the CLERK'S answer: 


“Fiousk oF REPRESENTATIVES, 

; Wa . "Dec. 5, 1839. 
“Buon A. Garlann, Esq.: If a majority of the 
members whose seats are uncontroverted signify 


ia writing’ their desire that you proceed regularly 
with the call cf the New Jersey members holding 
commissions from the Executive of that Stats, will 
you conform to that expression ci their will? 
: 3 “Respectfully, 
i an . “W, J. GRAVES.” | 
"Po this nete Mr. Garrano returned the follow- | 
ing reply: EE o . 3 
“For Mr. Graves: Ifa majority of the members 


whose seals are vacontroverted signify in writing. . 


their desire that I shall proceed with the call of 
ihe roll made in the- conseientious regard to my 
duty, and that I shall then present to the House : 


the testimony.in. con ested cases, I will then pro- i; 


ceed. - I hope Mr. Graves will see the necessity of 
my. proceeding in this way, and that he will appre- 


ciate my motives in adbering to that course. Iho: © 


nestly believe that to be the only course I can take; - 

I most solemnly aver to him that believe no party 

advantage can be taken in that course; and that 
“mone such is intended on my part. 


“Respecifolly, - ae: 
a ga SS SELA, GARLAND.” . 
So that his friead from Massachusetts, Mr. 
Graves continued, wauld see that if he, dr any 
. member ofthe House, should ask the CLenk fo 
proceed with the cali ofthe roll, andit should be so 
desired: by a majority of, the: undisputed members 


4 


y 
present, he will not content to it, but will proceed | 


only with the rol “which he has made oat in the. 
conscientious discharge of his datye? = aua Le 
Mr. ADAMS ccntinded. ~ Fam under the neces- 
sity of appealing to, you, ‘fellow-citizens, to Set 
aside the decisions of the-Crerk and act for your- - 


selves. In making this proposition, l have: no ree ||, 


i 


ference to the .CLerks- 1 propose that the House 


shall act in whatever form it pleases; it ma 


choose atemporary Clerk, or not, as it thinks pre- ` 


per. I pot this question to-<the. majority of the 
Howe. Itis. their duty to organ'ze il; and there- 
fore they- ought, asa preliminary step, to pot 
themselves ix sacha situation that-no decision of | 


the Crerr can force upon the House an organiza- « 


tion in the manner he dictates... The House may . 
set aside the CLERK; bat-it is net forced to obey bis ~ 
-despotical dictates. ; 
Creag himself. I speak-o ily of his-acta and the | 
position in which hé has placed us, whieh makes it | 
_im possible for uso come to any decision upon any’ ' 
‘proposition that may be made. I ¢ffer this resolu- | 
tion in its present: form,” because it was laid on 
your table; and your CLERK will not-put the ques- 
tion on;it. I appeal to the House, from the de- 
cision of the Creare, to act for itself. If any gem- ` 


' Geman preset -does not like the resolution, Jet: bim |: 
propose an, amendment to it; and let the-Heuse |; 


decide both on:it aùd the amendment. » I wish to- 
see what- is. ibe will of tke majority. The CLÉRE, 
by hia decision, makes it impossible for- us to ae | 
certain that will, through his agency, and I there: - 
fore wish to ascertain itdirectly:from the, House. 
Teall upon this Honse in the first place to savé us 
front the eviis entailed upon us by the. decision of 


I wake no objection to the | 


1 
i Trom 
| 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
has called—if the majority ofthis House will say 
that those members shall:net be permitted tou sil, 


i why-tet it say so, and that majority will be respon- 
i! sible to the country and the world for snch decision. 


` Now,.! believe, that they cannot say. sọ; and in my 
. private opmion, I believe that it is the rights of the 


: people of New Jersey that are involved. I say no- |: 
;_ thing about the Governor of the State, nor any por- | 
~ tion of the State, but the people. These five men | 
e here with’ the, authority of the Constitution : 


e 
: and the laws declaring thcm to be the representa- 

tives of the State of New Jersey; and the laws and 
’ Constitution of the United States, and the laws of 
the State of New Jersey, declare that no other evi- 
: denge of ~membership than that produced by them 
| ghall be received here. Now F say that these men 
came here presenting that evidence; that one of 
! them has Leen, received.as a member, and if you 
' refuse to receive the others, then it. is. nyt those 
_ members that you turn out of the, House, 
i but the severeign people. of , New. Jersey. 
| Whoever may. finally, and after proper inves- 
tigations, be determined tobe the true and law- 


ip fal. Representatives from New- Jersey, these i 
» five are the present Representatives, and you can- | 
4 potdeprive, them-ofaheir, seals without oulraging 


- the peopleof their State. „If yon.say that they 


| 
| 
j there is a cdatest between the people. of New Jer- 
tey ôn thè ohe hand, and the Governor and Coun- 
cil.on the other. Why, that Governér and.Couneil 
represent the people of New Jersey; and it must. be 
: borne in mind, that "ong after these contested elec- 
tions took, place, and. long after the Governor and 
Council decided who were thé persons daly elect- 


G 


E 
| 


| edy- they bave been called upen to pronounce sene 


tence, upen ‘the correctness, of this decision, and 
. they have dine so by re-electing, this very Gò- 


_ who intends to offer añ, amendmeht, to the respla- 
‘tion have submitted, iti his ardent appeals to this 
"House in faver of the sa¢ied rights of the people of 


| New, Jersey, proposes, in the very act of Hattering 


hem, 
New Jersey até riot called, the people of that 
| ‘State will’ be deprived of theit rights, and five- 
sixths of their voice wil be suppressed in the im- 
portant proceeding of organizing this body. The 


the people, and.his manner of showing his regard 
for them, put me in mind of a story 1] have read 
jn the Bible, where a man goes up te another and 


affectionately asks, * Art thou in health, my | 


| 

| beother,?? and then stabs him:under the fifth rib. 
| Now the manifestations..of love and respect are 
| very various. l profess’to. pave ws mnch. love and 
| respect for she tights of the people as. my -friend 
| from New York, who I understand is to be one 


the Crerr. ; “We may be here a whole week, pay, T of the leaders of this House, and therefore Fspeak 


t 


a whole month, it-our present. situation, Wnless we; 


devise some mode by which we can be relieved. 
from it. 


idle, useless debute, becanse the CLeRK has placed *' 
‘ns iw a situation. in whieh fo qnestion tan. i 
de put... 
shall be he'd ‘responsible: to the people’ of the 

United States. for the four days, of the time | 
of this House: that have been wasted -in 


waste of ttme that he has ‘alreadv occasioned; bat ` 
now this House itself. willbe responsible.for any 


that the one handred and -twenty-one members 
whieh tave been set down as friends of the Admi- 
Dstrauon, are respensible to the people of the 


Fr: 
farther waste of time. T wiil-go fusiher, and. say | 
l 
| 


‘country, if the organization of the body forthe || 
despaich uf the public basiness is not forthwitheome || 


pleted. Isay thatif there is a majority of this House 
determined to set aside the five members from New 
Jersey who have produced their credentials pre- 


I ask, if it is creditable to this House, `i 
that we shall consume farther time -in perfect'y ~ 


Now, I am willing that fe 

9 Silas anat INe be ane Ji sentation which the. evidence of their cons ituted' 
i Mr..A. then | 
j subpmitted-the resolution which he had previousiy . 
idle; unprofitable debate,. upon questions thathe © © s 
will not put: -T. say that he is responsible for the ¢ 


: of him with great respect and deference; but his 
! mode of showing love and. respect for the rights of 
- is to use my best endeavors. ta prevent their being 
deprived of them; and as. I cannot give-them a 
donble representation on\this floor, which the Cun- 
stitation does not allow, | will give them that repre- 


authorities shows to be the true one. 


end.) ea: i Pi deti Pe ager Sh Shas 
` Mr. MERCER suggested. 10 bis friend. from 
| Massachusets; that the'same difficulty would again 
; occur of. puting: the question-oa Uys resolution. 
1 Mr.. ADAMS said he was willing to wait. awhile 
to.see what amendments gentlemen might propore 
| to- the resolution. He then propesed to put the 
| questions to the House: himself. He: protested 
against the Ciara's putting any question. ~- 

Mr. RHETT asked of the Cuer if he 


>: The- CLERK proceeded to- state that the Clerk 


“cisely in the same form with those produced by the 
mber from that State, whose name the CLERK 
so a DERE gee g 


? 


of the. House, ot- Representatives, in accordance 
{i wiih past segr, Was-compelled to make out 


EE E 


vernor and. Council by whom it was given, , My _ 
. honorablë friehd'over tHe way, (Mr: VanperPort,} 


tä takeaway their rights; for if the: members: 


appeats of the gentleman:in favor of: the Tighté of — 


: had de- i 
termined that-he cculd noti put questions to. the | 


@ roll- 


; wha were entitled to vote or not to vote. 


© many more—there migh 
opie of 4 : “not entitled’ tò sit here. 

i shall nohe received, it is the people, they come to iy 
Tepresent: whom you reject, and whom you deprive i 
; of. five-sixths of tbeir representation. Now I have . 
heard about an atiack on the rights, of the pea- — 
ple of New. Jerseys gad have heard jt stated that . 

be 


i 
1 


| 


_ Congress, 


': all other Clerks of the House -had done. 
the people, is to take away their rights, while mine | Ì 
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ofthe members of the 26th Congress, to the test of 
his knowledge and ability, and under his own re- 
sponsible sense ef duty. Under that conviction, 
he had made out a roll on certain principles, which 
appeared to him to be troe.. Those principles he 
had not been permitted to state. He had_not been 
allowed to explain the grounds upon which he had 
acted in performing, according tohis sense of duty, 
the delicate charge which had been forced upou 
him. This first part ot his duty being performed, 
he had, at the appointed hour of 12, proceeded, 
also according to usage, to call ihe roll. His duty 


: was, when the roll was called, and a quorum was 
| present, to put to the House all questions arising 
| up to the time of the election of Speaker. All this 


the Clerk came prepared ts do. In the call of the 


| roH be was arrested-——— 


[Very lond cries of “no! no! you were not ar- 


,, Tested.” ] i 
|... The CLERK proceeded: A’qnorum had not been 
‘ascertained. The Crerx then, of course, could 


not proceed further until the House had deter- 
mined in theirown mode what was a quorum, and 
Unques- 
tonably a qnorum was present; there might be 
t be gentlemen who were 
The Crier, then, did that 
which. he was bound te do—he took the-roll/as his 
guide. ~ ` E A 
If te had put a@ question, and a division by 
tel'ers had been called for, what would have been 
‘the resul? “Those in the. affirmative would have 
‘passed through the tellers, and the number would 
bave been taken down;.then those who voted in the 
negalive would -have passed throngh the tellers, and 
‘the niger, taken down. Upon the gounciation 
of the vote, ti might have appeared that there were 
two hundred and forty-seven votes; more votes than 
“members of this House. The votè would be en- 
tirely Iost, whichever way it went, or the CLERK 
would be complied to, take “upon himself a ré- 
‘sponsiblity, which. does not belong to. him;, and 
which he. had. before endeavored to avoid, td de- 
ide betweea confi.cting claims to the same seats. 
<> [The Criss was again intertupfed by Mr. Srin- 
Ly, who,rose to put to the, Crerx' the. following 
-intérrogatory: “Who arrested yout] 
The CLERK. Whether the CLERK Was alfest- 
ed or not,is matter.of wore he was not 


ee ee ot n 
is sol}, or .to determine 
de he He 


allowed to gët- thi y 
what was a qua é... He. was pre- 


vented from performing that duty. ‘The gentlemen 


present might act cne..way or. “thé olber—they 
‘might organize themselves, à$ Wag dönè, Jn the first 
He could not. now, put questions ax 
‘Cierk of the House, but, if it was the pteashte of 
the House, he could pat. questions as . chairmay of 
the meeting. ry. fo ie bo 
. Mr. RHETT then offered a teloar ha Lewis 
WiuLunsy the. oldest member of the House, be 
arpidmted Chairman, of this meeting until the 
House should be organized. 0 o a 
` Mr. WILLIAMS objeeted.tò.the introdyction of 
the resolution, He thought they. could have qués- 
tions put if the ‘CLerx would only do his doty as 
-ha Besides, 
if it was competent to put the. question ‘en. this 
„resolution, it was also competent to put fhe qies- 
‘tion gn the resolution of, the gentleman from Mas- 
_sachusetts, which pregeded i, n | o uyy 
“Mr. UNDERWLCOD asked of ‘the Creag THe 
would be willing to put a question. if a majority of 
members present desired HÌ 0 0. as 
Mr. GARLAND. stated that he was willing to - 
prt questions if it was the will of the House. that 
he should do so. eT Cen ee 
Mr. UNDERWOOD thet asked thé Critxx to 
put the -question-on-the resolution sabmhitied by him. 
Several voices. were heard crying “Not no!” 
and mach ecnfusion prevajled at the time... 
Me. THOMPSON of - South Carolina submitted 
to the House, that.sconer or later they, must adept 
the reselut on just offered. by bis colleague, (Mr. 
_Ruert.] as it-would be impossible for them. ever to 
ocganize without some proceecing of the kind. 
The objection of the gentleman. from North Caro- 
lina, that there. was a ‘resolotion that had prece- 
dence, could only apply in regulatly organized bo- 
„dies; where Parliamentary rules could be observed, 


toe 


gut 
eo. 
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and did not apply to this meeting, which was yet in | 


a state of disorganization. 


Mr. RHETT then varied his motion, so as : 
to call Mr. Apams to the Chair, instead of Mr. 
Wiruiams, and putting the question himself to the | 

. meeting it was carried, and Mr. Apams took the ` 


Chair. ` 


Mach ċonfasion and noise being heard in the : 


galleries, and some hissing, 


Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina said, that © 


he announced to the galleries that if there was the 


slightest interraption to the business-of the meeting, i. 
he would call on the President for a military force ‘| 


to preserve crder. 
On motion of Mr. MERCER, aay 
Ordered, That the Rules ofthe last House of Re- 


presentatives be adopted for the government of the 


proceedings of this meeting. 


. Mr. WISE’ then moved 'that the acting CLERK i 
be directed to call the members of the House, in- ` 


| 
| 


He ee 
‘CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE.. 


Mr. WISE tose, ‘and proposed to correct the 


| journal, so that it might appear that the CLerg had 


refused to put questions to the House, and that it 
was in consequence of this refusal that the House 
had been compelled to appoint a Chairman pro 
tem. Mr, W. then submitted an amendment to the 
; journal. of last Monday, to show that the CLERK 
had refused to put any question to the House. 


= Creat had distictly stated that, if it was the plea- 


cluding, in such cal), the members from New ` 


Jersey, who have the certificates of the,Governor of 
that State that they are elected as Representatives 


of the T'wenty-sixth Congress, p 
Me. JOHNSON of Tennessee thoved an -adjourn- 


om. JENIFER called for ‘the 
bat withdrew the call afterwards. 


` Mr. PETRIKEN renewed the call for the yeas : 


and nays, and was sūstainel by several voices. 
Mr. BRIGGS said that, as the rules of the last 
House of Represéntatives had been adepted, the 
yeas and nays must be called at the desire of one- 
fifth of the members present; bat there was one. dif- 
ficulty in the way, the roll of the CLERK was. not 
completed, and, therefore, the yeas anu nays could 
not be called. _ bt pe 
` Several gentlemen calling forthe appointment of 
tellers, lo count the ayes and noes on the question 
‘of adjournment, Messrs. Jomnson of Tennessee and 
Davies were appointed by the Cearr, and the mem- 
bers severally passing between them, they repor ed 
that. there were for the adjournment 103, and 
against H 90—s0 
‘ The CHAIR atinounced that the House was | 
, Adjoumed, 0 eee 
oo og O IN SENATE, > 0Y > 
aot  Feiday, December 6, 1839. © 7 | * 
- “Mr. SPENCE appeared in bis seat this morning. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented the credentials of the 


of the State of Vermont, a Senator from that State i 


for six years from the. 4th of March last, which 
-wcre read. f ai ‘ 


The usual cath was then administered to Mr. ji that he was now of opinion that he could submit a 


' motion to adjourn, bat could submit no other mo- 


PHELPS, avd he took bis seat in the Senate. . 

_. Mr. BENTON gave notice that, at the earliest 
dayin which it would be in order to. do so, he 
would ask leave to introduce the fullowing bills: 

., fd. A bill to provide for the armed accupation. 
‘and settlement of that part of. Florida which is 
“now overrun and invested 
hostile Indians. . 


2. A bill to define afd establish the scuthern | he w RO 
bo i j : ae ~“ but said, with the consent of the House, he would 


‘boundary line of the Territory of lowa. 


"Mr, DAVIS gave notice that, at the earliest | 


‘day ia which it would be in order to ‘do so, he 
„would ask leave to introduce. the following bill: - 
- Bill to remit such duties, and to cancel such 
bonds, as have been required of persons engaged in 
the whale fishery, torestrain all future exactions 
„of duties of such vessels and their cargoes. 
On motion, ae Te 24 2 car 
The Senate adjourned. Be E ia 
o “* HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
E Faipay, December 641839. 7 . 
Al twelve o’clock, Mr. ADA 


` 


'ea'led the House toorder; when | 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose, and asked 

‘nals were to be read before proceedi 
f ; 3 


- The CHAIR replied that the ru 
 éqtired that, not only the journal 
‘day should be read, bat the journal of each’ day’s 
proceedings since the conimeneementt of the session. 
The Cusas then read the jonsnals; after which, 


yeas and nays, $ 


| Substitute for Mr. Wisn’s amendment: 


| CLERR decided that he could 
| tion to the House.” ' 


sare of the Honse, he would put questions. Let 
‘this be put npon the journal also. 
Mr. BRIGGS then proposed to amend Mr. W's. 


|! ‘motion—“the Clean stated that he did not feel 


i: himself antherized to put any question to the mem- 


bers present, and a motion being made to adjourn, 
the CLERK decided he could not-put that motion to 
the House.” 

Mr. WISE accepted this as a modification. 
- Mr. DROMGOOLE submitted, whether, in fait- 
| ness t0, the CLERK, this motion ought not to be 
; varied. The CLerk had stated that, in his opinion, 
: he could not put questions until a quorum of 
* members were ascertained: to be present. This 
` was the ground taken by the CLERK, and he 
thonght, in perfect fairness, that this ought to be 
` Stated in the proposed amendment to the journal. 
Af.er a few remarks by Mr. CUSHING, 
Mr. DROMGOOLE proposed the fo'lowing as a 


: ` “The Crerx having declared that under the 
| present imperfect stage of the organization ‘of th: 
| House, no quorum having answered to their 
| names, and there being no rules for the government 
of the body, he did not feel, under these circum- 
stances, authorized to pat any question to the mem- 
| bers, except by general consent. : 

“A motion was thereupon made to adjourn. The 
not submit tbat mo- 


Mr. WISE accepted this as a modification of 
his motion; which was agreed to by the House. 
..Mr. WISE then moved the following amend- 


‘| ment tothe journal of Tuesday, which was con- 


` sidered and agreed to: 


“© A motion being made to adjourn, the CLrrx 


" decided that he-could not put that question to the 


; Honse: Mr. Cusuine, of Massachusetts, objected 
| to the CLERK declaring the- House adjourned 


3 s Of :| without a vote of the House.” 
Hon. Sauve S. ParLps, elected by the Legislature | Piaget nE 


by marauding bands of | 


': presentatives, if instructed to do'so by the 


| > Mr. WISE then moved the following amend- 
|; mem to the journal of Wednesday, which was con- 
‘| ‘sidered and adopted: ‘ 


' A motion made to adjourn; the CLrRK stated 


i tion.” Ore. , 

Mr. W.C. JOHNSON then moved the follow- 
ing amendment ‘to the journal of Thursday, which 
was considered and adopted: 


questions to: the House? ‘Po which the CLERK re- 
plied, he would’ put no question except to adjourn, 


put questions as chairman-of a meeting of: genile- 
; men present, but not as Clerk of the House of the Re- 
members 
; present’ when ae a 
© “Mr. W. C. Jonnson 
| chairman.” os 
| | ‘The CHAIR then stated that the questing pend- 
: ing was on the resolution of Mr. Wise, that the 
Acting Clerk be directed to call the members of 
the House, including, in such call, the members 


i! from: New Jersey who have the certificates of Gov. 


i Pennington. - ; 


f i » appoipted yes- i 
- terday the Chairman pro temporå of fhefmeeting, 


` Mr. RHETT then rose and stated that, before 
‘he sat down, he intended to make a motion to lay 


i: the resolution cf the gentleman from Virginia en 


‘| the table, for the 


| 
| 


i purpose of offering the following 
; resolution: 


the names of gentlemen whose rights to seafs are 
not disputed or contested, and after the names of 


| ‘Retoleed, That the [louse will proceed to eM 


: stich members are called, and before a Speaker is 


elected, they shall, provided there be a’ quorum of 
snch present, then hear and adjudge upon the 


“Mr. DUNCAN desired, if the journal was | 
amended, that the whole truth m‘ght be told. The ! 


& 


“Mr. Rare asked. the Creek if he would pat - 


fi dation. 


to the seats contested on this floor. 

This resolution was substantial'y the resolution 
offered by the Chairman [Mr. Apams] at the last 
session of Congress; it was substantially the reso- 
lution proposed the other day by the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Wise]; it was substantially the 
resolution proposed yesterday by the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. Uxprrwocp]; and it was 
also substantially the first motion made upon 


elections, returns, and qualifications ofall claimants 
i 
i 


| the subject before the House by the other 
| gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Rives.) It would 
| thas appear, that the course which this resolution 
proposes we should pursue, was no invention of 
his, but the result of able minds from different parts 
of the House in their search for truth and justice. 
The resolation proposes partiality to none, and in- 
jury to the claims of none. It put both sets of claim- 
ants upon precisely the same footing; while giving the 
members whose qualifications were unquestioned 
| 
H 
t 
| 
| 
t 
| 
i 


the claims of the contestants could be determined. 
The case, the whole case, so far as the papers on 
your table contain it, (as in the case of Moore and 
: Letcher,) will then be read, and laid tefore the 
Hovse; and which ever way we determined, it could 
| not be said that we acted unfairly, by excluding 
i the testimony and the grounds by which either 
The resolution of the 


would give the gentlemen from New Jersey who 
claim under the Governor’s commission’ their 
| seats, without the House having heard a sin- 
gle word of the testimouy and credentials by 
which their constituents affirm that they are en- 
titled to them. Is this fair? Will the country deem 


N that the only equitable or honorable course was such 


: as the resolution he offered proposes. Gentlemen 


li must know that there is no precdent precisely 


; in point to guide us, and they ought to meet this 
question in a spirit of comprémise and accommo- 
All that is asked is, to consider the whole 
matter as ‘presented by the contesting parties. 
Do not consider a part. What can be gained? 
Might not a great deal be lost by such a 
course, so revolting to the most obvions dictates of 
equity? It is not to be presumed that gentlemen 
would claim. seats upon this floor without a perfect 
conviction of the validity of their claims; and it 
was that they should be satisfied, and the country. 
be satisfied, that we had carefully examined, and, 
to the best of our ability, determined, who, in this 
preliminary state, should take the seats belonging 
to New Jersey, and assist ia the permanent orga» 
nization of the House, that he proposed his resolu- 
tion.” He moved that the resolulion of -the gentle- 
man from, Virginia should lie on the table. 
- Mr. R. concluded by moving that the resolution 
of ihe gentleman from Virginia be laid on the 
tabte. i : j 
Mr. MERCER appealed to Mr. Raxrr to with- 
draw the motion, but Mr. R. declined doing so. - 
Tellers being called for,- 
The CHAIR appointed Messrs. DROMGOOLE 


i 
li and BRIGGS tellers. 


objected to his acting as | 


~ Mr. DROMGOOLE rose, and stated that he had . 


been called upon by the Chairman to ischarge à 
duty, and he wished to know how that duty was to 
be discharged. He was informed that there were 
eleven gen'lemen on this floor, all claiming to re- 
present the State of New Jersey, when that State 
was only entitled to six members; and who of these 

embers was he to count when the Howse was 
divided. He would not take upon himself to say 
which of them should not vote, and if he had to 
in the capacity of a teller, he would count them 


all. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Anams) here stated to 
the House what he conceived to be the rule. He 
conceived the rule to be, that the persons who pre- 
sented the eviderce required by the Constitution of 
the United Siates, and the laws of the State of 
‘New Jersey, were enfised to sit and vote in the 
Honse until deprived from doing so by the aet of 
the House. - his was his opinion, and he ex- 
pressed it with more confidence, because he bad de- 


their seats, a tribunal was established, by which: 


House in the chair he now occupied. 
Mr. VANDEPOEL appealed from this decision ` 
of the Crate, and siid the qnestioa weuld then 
arise whether the gentlemen from New Jersey 
would vote in their own case. Mr. V. would ike 
to know whether the Chairman had been appointed 
for the purpose of usurping to himself the power ` 
of deciding the very question which bad been 
agitating this body for the last three or four days. 
Was this Chairman appointed for any such pur- | 
puse as this? He apprehended not. He would | 
respectfully appeal from the decision of the Cratg, 
and then we would see whether these gentlemen 
would claim to vote, or be permitted to vete in 
their own case. If so, he would say that it would 
be not only an uaprezedented, but a shocking 
spectacle. i 
Mr. WISE inquired if this appeal was debata- | 
ble? i 
The CHAIR decided that it was. y 
Mr. RHETT then called the attention of the | 
Cuar and the House to the thirty-fourth rule of | 
the House, which had been adopted for the govern- | 
ment of the body, ia the following words: “No | 
member shull vole on any question in the event of | 
which he is immediately or particularly intercs!ed.” | 
Mr. R. made it a point to the Cuain whether, | 
| 


clared it before he was p'aced bya vote of the | 
t 
| 
i 
| 
| 


under this rule, the members from New Jersey 
could vote. . 

The CHAIR considered that this rule did not | 
apply to the present case, because it was not the . 
members from New Jersey, but their constituents | 
who were interested. | 

Mr. THOMPSON of Svath Carolina held that | 
the members from New Jersey, who had the Go- | 
vernor’s certificate, were entitied to vote in their | 
own case, and that it was nol in the power of the 
House to deprive them of that right. 

Mr. STANLY replied to the remarks made 
by Mr. Vanpenroer. He had no idea that the 
members from New Jersey should be deprived 
from voling on what was called here their own 
case. He would leave it to their own good sense 
tosay whether they would vote upon it or not, 
but he hoped they would not deciine voting on ac- 
count of any false delicacy. If they declined : 
voting on this case, he held that they would not ex- , 
hibit the same spirit which animated the Jerseymen | 
of the Revolution. If they did not maintain their | 
rights here, which were guarantied to them by the | 
Constitution of the United States, and the laws of , 
New Jersey, they would be unworthy of the confi- 
dence of the people of New Jersey. 

Mr. BRIGGS contended that it was not a usur- 
pation on the partof the CHairin deciding who | 
were entitled to vote from the S:ate of New Jersey. 
Tne Cuan had answered the question of the gen- - 
teman from Virginia as he wes bound to do, and ; 
he had answered it in strict are. rdance with the 
Constitution and the laws Tne Cuairman had 
not usurped the powers of the House, because he 
had merely decifed that which he was bound to 
decide, and which he cculd not escape froin de- 
ciding, namely, that the five members from New ; 
Jersey who had he evidence of their right to seats | 
under the Constitution and the laws, were entitled 
to vote on the present question. 

Mr. GRANGER replied to the remarks of Mr. 
VanperroeL, contending that these whe had the 
cert.ficates of the Governor of New Jersey were 
entitled to all the tights and privileges of mem- 
bers of the House usul ther case was examined 
by a Committee of Elections, and decided upon by 
the Howe. Mr. G. then referred to the case of 
Allen and Fellows in the New York Legislature, 
contending that it was picciscly similar to the pre- 
sent case, an! stating that, at that time, the aiter- 
hey general of the State.cf New York held the 
same opinion that the genileman who heid the 
certificate was en-iled to his sval, and he teok his i; 
seat and p-rticipated in the basiness of the Howe | 

until the Committee of Elections decided against | 
him, although by his vote al-ne the party in power | 
held the preponderance. 
1 
| 
| 


onun PERN 


_ Mr. CRAIG thonght they were becoming more 
invoived in difficalties every step. Let us turn as 
we pleased, there wasa stumbling Wieck in our 
way. Ele thought the proper mode of preceeding | 


| proposed by his cclleague. The members from 


CONGRESSIONAL GLORE. 


would be to settle the question of right. 


Let us i 


Q1 


as to the elections in New Jersey, which was not 


have all the evidence presented to us, and then we ji before the House. 


can decide upon it according te the laws and the 
facts. We might as well hear all the evidence in 
the case, and then decide it, for to that we would 


: have to come at last. 


Mr. WISE thought if his colleague was ready 
to decide this question now, he was one of the most 
pow :rful and extraordinary ja'ges who had ever 
decided on any question in this country. 

Mr. CRAIG stated that he had not said that he 
was ready to decide on the question now. Tae 
course of proceeding he had suggested was to ex- 
amine the evidence first, and then decide; and the 
sooner that course was adopted, the better it 
would be. 


Mr. WISE contended that they had no right to | 


examine into any thing further than the prima facie 


! evidence under the Constitution and the laws, and 


that it was not competent for the body at the pre- 
sent time to enter into such an examination of the 
question as was suggested by his colleague. The 


| House must first be organized, and the members 
! sworn, before they can enter upon the discharge of 


so important a judicial investigation as the one 
New Jersey had exhibited to the House prima facie 
evidence of right, and could not be deprived of the 
privilege of voting apon every question which 
might arise. 

Mr. W. said they had now got back into the 
position to which he had predicted on Menday last 
they must come; that was, that the presiding officer 
mast decide the question. He had told the Cugax 
at that time that he would be bound to decide the 
question as to who was entitled to rights on that 
floor from New Jersey, and the Crerk had only 
escaped from making this decision by declaring 
that he conid make no decision. The pre- 
sent Chairman, howewr, had decided the qucs- 
tion, and ibis had fulfilled his prediction 
that it must be decided by the presiding 
officer of the body. The CrLerk had decided that 
he could put no question to the House, and the 
House, from the law of necessity, was compelled to 
pat some person in the Crair who would put ques- 
tions, and when the gentleman from Massachusetts 
declared that he would put the qnestion to the body, 
hope rose within him, and he saw that the House was 
about to be relieved from its embarrassments. Mr. 
W. proceeded to comment upou the course of pro- 
ceeding, at sone length, and concluded by eu- 
logizing the conduct of the C: airman for his efforts 
to bring about an organization of the House. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS observed, that he 
was very reluctant to take any part in this debate, 
for he was sensible that very lite rew could be said 
by any body on the subject, but yet he could not 
sit tamely by and see it decided that the claimants 
to seats from New Jersey should dispose of a ques- 
tion in which they are personally interested. Be- 
fore he procceeed to treat of this question of orcer, 
he hoped he might be permitted, as latitude had 
been allowed to others, to say a few words lcoking 
to the merits of this controversy. It has been said 
from one side, that this H use has no evidence in 
is possession by which the truth of the certificates 
of the Governor of New Jersey, to the five mem- 
bers who claim seats unde“ it, can be controverted. 
Now, said Mr. T. is that the fac? | Is it true that 
this-Hoase is net advised of matters justifying a 
resistance, in limine, to the rights claimed un- 
der the:e certificates. Have we not that be- 
(ore us which should make an upright and im- 
partial judge refuse to decide the question in favor 
of tho-e who claim under the Governor’s certificate, 
until he has examined furthe:? Is there a mem- 
ber here who dues not know that there are facts, 
not on the face ef the ceitificates, which are mate- 
rial to the truth of this issue? Ts it not notorious 
that a majority of the popolar vote of New Jersey 
was given lo ihe five gentlemen who came here as 
Representatives from that State who have not the 
certificates of the Governo:'? Had not the Gover- 
nor of New Jersey himsel? admitted this in his 3€- 
veral messages? 

Mr. GRAVE | rose to a question ef erder. The 
gentlemen was debating the metits of the question 


Mr. T. said that, if the gentleman would 
permil him to go on, he would show that in the 
nature cf the main question was to be found 
proof that the gentlemen are interested in the deci- 
sion of the question now before us, and are, there- 
fore, under the rule, precluded from voting. I put 
it to this House, Mr. T. said, if we have not be- 
fore us facts which should make us all pause if we 
would do justice. [ would give the seats to neither 
party forthe present. But have we not the evi- 
dence of the Governor himself, that the five gentle- 
men to whom he gave his certificates did not, and 
that the other five gentlemen did, receive a majori. 
ty of the popular vote? Did not the Governor, in 
the labored argument he made on the cccasicn, ex- 
press his regret that the technicalities of the New 
Jersey laws prohibited him from doing justice to the 
gentlemen who hada majority of the popular vote, 
and console himse!f with the belief thatthe Con- 
gress of the United States, who would be bound 
by no such restrictions, would, en hearing the evi- 
dence, award to them their seats? Besides this 
evidence of the Governor of New Jersey himscif, 
what other testimony is before us entitled to consi- 
deration? We have the certificate of the Secretary 
of State ef New Jersey, verified by the broad seal 
of the State, that he. has in his office a tile of the 
original poll books of the elections, by which it 
appears that these same gentlemen, whom this House 
is called on to exclude, reccived a majority of the 
| popular vote. 
| Mr. T. safd he knew that it had been averred 
| that illegal votes were given. in the two ejection 
districts, the returns of which were suppressed, 
which, if deducted from the whole number of 
votes given, would leave a majority of votes in 
favor of those to whom the Governor awarded. the 
certificates. But, said Mr. T. the. Governor him- 
self, in the statement he has given, never said one 
word about illegal votes, and that is not now the 
questiongbefure the House, We are not now 
about to decide upon the elections; we are about 
to decide on the returns. Before the final question 
as to illegal voiing is determined, we must elect 
our officers, that we may conveniently coilect tese 
{imony. : 

How do I, asked Mr. T. connect these remarks 
wiih the question of orde:? The gentieman from 
Virginia [Mr. Wise] has offered a resolution that 
five of the claimants from New Jersey shall be 
treated as members. This resolution the gentle- 
man from Sonth Carolina [Mr. Rugrr] moved 
to be laid cn the table. Tho motion tor lay- 
ing the resolution on the table is, in effect, 
as mech a motion to reject it as it would 
be if we had the proposition iself directly 
before the House on its adoption, All these 
rights, arising from an cccupancy of seals Gn this 
floor, are, therefore, involved in this question. 
What are these rights?) A member of Congress 
has certain personal privileges, and when he has 
taken his seat he has these personal rights to pro- 
tect, as well as his potitical rights, which he shares 
with his constituents. He need not dwell to enu- 
merate those persoual rights. They would occur 
readily to every intelligent person. They were, pri- 
vilege from arrest for debis, tile, pay, and others 
of like character, al of which were vaiua- 
bie and protected by law. And yet gentlemen 
not culy contend that these rights and privi- 
_ leges shall be secured lo the parties by iheir 
i own votes in the first instance, Sut they tell us, 

that when once sworn in, tacse Jersey candidates 

are to assome such a position as to maintain their 
seats, by their own votes throughout the session. 

No ove gentleman is to vote in his own case. But 

‘our of the New Jersey members might vote 

upon the case cf one of them as it arises, and thus 

they are to elect a Speaker and other officers, and 
afterwards reject or pass all the measures we are 
to have before us. A more mopstreus doetrine he 
never before heard advanced. Mr.. T. here al- 


: luded to the declarations made by the gentleman 


: honor, would prevent him 
} 


' from South Carolina, [Mr. Tnomrson.}] and said it 
gave hin pleasure to hear that gentleman declare, 
that delicacy, as well as the feelings of a man of 

from voting under these 


r 


circumstances, although he believed that the rule, 
strictly constraed, slid not forbid it, 

Mr. T. asked if any members could take the: 
Speaker's chair with that generous exuhation which | 


such d. body, if elected to it by such means. T; 
mast protest, Mr. ‘T. said, that the Chairman, (for 
whom I mast always manifest personal respect,) | 
has usurped power in this instance that does nat be- |; 
dng ta his office. He has undertaken fo draw 
his question within the vortex of order, ‘and to de- 
Jide that which the House itself only can decide; 


onght to be feft by any one called to preside over: | 
| 
i 
t 


yacter in the scale against us, and to determine 
who shall be allowed to. vote as members of this 
Howse, In conclasion, Mr. T. invited the mem- | 


Jersey claim seats on-this floor, under the same | 
evidence, and the’ Criant decides that they can not 
only vote for each other, bat that each can vote for 
himself. The rule is, that “no member.stiall vote 


gentlemen have not an~immediate, a particular,- 


li 
atd personal interest in obtaining seats on | i 


floor, then he conid not conc*ive of a case to-which 


aride, as in such cases has always been done inthe: | 
House of Commons in England, titl the ques'ions. |: 
are decided in which they are part:cularly con- ; 
Mr. HOFFMAN ‘said:he had not risen to make ' 
a speech, but simply for the parpose of recalling | 
the attention of the House to. the: question ‘pre-' 
sented, aud which, ihe wtiderstood it, was'in ther 


H 


following shaper? TER ot g ee 
A gentleman’ wasasked by one of the tetlers ape), 
pointed by the Crairsias to take the vote, who- | 
were authorized to be toun'éd? The Criamnman. | 
decided that the members helding the fegad certif- !! 
cates were ‘entitled te vote; and, from this” dëet-s | 
| 

| 

+ 

| 


sion, án appeal was taken. - The question was not, | 
the'efore, whether these géntlemen would oF wold” i 
mot exercise that right. The only gqnestion -wa®,:is 
the decision of the Caain cerreci? Had the Crate.) 
Mina Tight ‘to decide who: werd entitled to vote? 
How, then, waè ‘this question ‘presented? Upon | 
the one side (continued Mr. H.) you are tæ deter- | 
miine that the sovereign'State of New'Jersey shalt’ || 
be disfranchised, and no one shall Vote;’ or, on the |: 
Other, if she was entitled to a vote of six Represéhs: |j 
-tatives, who shail give that vote—those holding the ‘|! 
certificates drawn wp with all the regular ‘forms |! 
according to the tiw Of that State’ and:thé Consti-- |; 
tution of the United States, of those who presented |; 
a certificate signéd by an officer without power and | 
authority togive it; and Which, as yet, is anbacked® | 
by testimony? That was the question presented te |! 
you. Coald you, or any other man, have decided” i 
between these two questions otherwise ‘than as yeu! ji 
did decide? -And the question now is, was that | 
decision correct?" EB Ow 
` The gentleman from Virginia Ras said that this | 
“qtiestion should be postponed until we’ had heard || 
the testimony—that it 1s enongh that the seat iscon- | 
tested, to deprive the State of New Jersey ‘of -her | 
Representatives., Lanswer, that if the mere fact of | 
a seat being contested is to deprive New Jersey of | 
five of her Representatives; thea that contest has, | 
before’ it-is decided, all the power and omnipotence 
of a judgment, and you do as much wrong tothe 
Representatives of a: free State, or to the free State 
itself, by depriving them of their seåt for one ine | 
stant, as if you deprive them. of it for a whole 
year. Yet, says the gentleman, wai till We have 
the testimony, and thea we can judge; and the 
gentleman froh Maryland, (Mr. F. Taostss,} in 
the very next breath, says you cannot deférmine 
that ‘question tuntil affidavits were taken, and the 
poll-books. and the ‘Witnesses examined. Before 
“whom? Before this House? Are we in a situa- 
tion to read, digest, and properly to note the dis- 
tordant testimony which may be given?” Aré we 
fhe bituation to examine witnesses at this bar? ‘If 
Akat’ i proe, then forever banish yont- Committee 
of Mectfotis, fur ‘sach a committee must for all fu- 
ture’ tiie be unnecessary. The House, at the 


| 
| 


ae elie naps Mead ae Se aa 
Shigeo sme eo pi eas 


` p!apation which’ ke ha’ given, I understand that | 
sent,) that these men for whom‘he contended. were | 


-denge had he: that they were so? Did it not come |. alludeto an expression which fe'l from my, tol- 


~ 


Spy oe 
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commencement of every session, must sit here | 


-month after month, or at least until every disputed | 
I 


question of election can be settled, before it can be 

organized. tis fair and honest, says the gentle- | 
man from Maryland, that this should be dune. I :, 
feel myself usable to compete with that gentleman | 


| in force of argument or power of language, but he: 


will permit me to reply in language so_mueh k 
stronger and better than F could use, that it must |, 
carry conviction jo my mind, at least, and proba- - 


|| bly to the minds ofall the members of this House.. i: 
|| Taead, therefore, as part of my remarks, the fol- ; 
| lowing words, inserting only the words “New Jer». `i 


sey” instead of “Mississippi” - AH 
“One of the members elect from Mississippi has ;: 
already told you he will repair to the tabletobe `: 
sworn. And in this he is right, Who shall in- | 
fringe the pri: ciples for which he contends? “He is , 
one of the chosen Representatives of the people of | 
Mississippi... He has with him a certificate of election :; 
signed by the Governor of that State. He appears |, 
h re, with his colleague, with the same power to take | 
his seat thet we each have. And they have as much au- | 
thority lo question our right to be sworn as we have to ; 
dispute their3.” Oe nat f - 
Is not this éonclusive? (continxed Mr. H) YE: 
the language itself is not so, I will give thé name |! 
of the gentleman who uttered it. It is the lan- :: 
guage of the honorable member from Maryland, |! 
[Mr. F. Tromas,] who has jast addressed the `i 
House. He it is who thas put his foot down, and |! 
stood. upon the certificate issued by the Governor, |' 
an? fearlessly and triumphantly demanded who | 
dated infringe that right. I talre the extract of the |. 
report of a speech made by that gehilcman im the: |: 
case of Claiborne'and ‘Ghélson, as pablished in the | 
Giebe, and F take it thetefore'to be correct. °° >o 5 
Mr. THOMAS asked’ leave’ to explain. Amd i| 
Mr Herrman having yielded ‘the floor for that 
ant ae a 
„Mr. T. said that the gentleman from New York | 
[Mr. Horeman] certainly did injustice “to himself |, 
in addpting his speech as an argument. He was : 
sure Mr. H. cond make a „much abler argument |: 
than any he could fiad in his (Mr. Ts) speeches. - l 
The character of the; remarks. referred ;.t0 was, |i 
that f enumeration; he was, enumerating. the | 
‘cauges. why those gentiomen were entitled to their i. 


- Seats, and the most paramount of them, all was, | 


that they were the chosen Representatives of the people ` 
of Mississippi. They came bere with commissions. , 
fromi‘the Governor of that Siate, and -then there 


: : i 
were nọ claimants. . Such’ was not thefacthere, |: 


‘The remarks which had-beem read had baen/de- |; 


livered at-the special session, o o ois ts oe o H 

[Some conversation followed,-not heard: by. the <: 
reporter J meee i f o pai 
„Mr. Horrman continued. “I hdfe alluded to 
this speech in no spirit of uñkindness. ` . E did so 
because I was well awarethat any language Which | 
‘that, gentleman tted would have weight’ with one `: 
portion of the House, at least, - for: its, orthodoxy, ° 
‘and that it would have weight with another portion ` 
of the Mouse for the apparent candor andsincerity’ | 
which mark all be says." But even with ‘the ex- | 


the one reason he assigned was, (and here, he’ays, ` 
lies the difference between that case and ‘the pre- | 


“the chosen Representatives of the people. ‘That i 
was the foundation of his speech. ` But what évi- |i 
back to the very evidence dffered'by him ‘that the i 
gentlemen claiming to be sworn "had the certificate. | 
ofelection signed by the Governcr of the State?” || 


| They were chosen Representatives—they had the | 


certiticale, which- was evidence. that they were | 
chosen; and, having proved by that certificaté that | 
they were so, he asks, “Who are fou who dare 
dispute this righ? How dare you. questien my | 
certificate, given urider authority as great and so: ; 
lemn as your own?” Does the gentleman remem- | 
ber that the very foundation of his, argument |i 


proved to have been laid in the san? for that very |: 


| House determined that they were not the chosen | 


Representatives ofthe people, and sent them'home |! 
to pass-again through all the ferms of élection. + 
[It was here suggested to Mr. Horrman that l 

; i 


this took place at the second election for members 
for Mississippi.) , 

Mr. THomas said there were two elections held 
—one preceding the extra session, aud one suc- 
ceeding it. -At the extra session the seats were 
given to these two gentlemen. 
`. Mr. Horrmsn said, probably the gentleman was 
right. a 

. Several expressions fell from members in diffe- 
rent parts of the Hail, which the Reporter could 
not hear distinctly. 

When Mr. H. proceeded. 

. The argument is strong enough without stating 
any thing that is incorrect. My recoltection is, that 
Messrs. Claiborne and. Gholson presented them- 
selves at the bar by virtue of a special election— 
that, after that, a new election was held, and that, 
at the second election, treating the first one as 


void, Messrs. Prentiss and Word were elected. 


When the latter gentlemen presented themselves 
here to claim their seats, Messrs. Claibcrne and 
Gholson contended that their election for the extra 
‘term was good for the whole term. The question 
came before the House. The House determined 
that Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson were not 
elected, and finally sent theim home for re-election. 
‘I believe that te be the fact. The House deter- 
mined that they were rot the chosen Representa- 
tives of the people, and sent them home. But, be 
that as it may, does-vot the whole argument of the 
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. F. Tuomas] go up- 
on the ground that the certificaie of the Governor 
showed that they were the chosen Representatives 
of the ‘people of Mississippi, and that they had a 
right to ask the boldest of their opponents—what 
right have you, holding a certificate no greater 
Ahan mine, to dispute my seat? Are you a member} 
Soam I; Have you a certificate? Sohave i. I; 
yours a sovereign and an independent State? Sv 
is mine. Has your State spoken through, the chan~ 
nels which she herself. has pointed out? So has 
mine. And what-right have you to send me home, 
who’ come here uuder the authority of a State of 
equal sovereignty—a State as independent, as 
proud, and as gallant asyour own? Tuis, sir, is 
the: argument of the. genleman from. Maryland; 
and whatever may have becn the subsequent ter- 
mination of the matter, it cannot take away cne 
iwa from the power and the cenclusiveness with 
which it was then arzged.. But does not-the genile- 
man. from Virginia see that~this questioa is to be 
never ending: that witnesses ate to. be examined: 
that months and months may. be consumed; if we 
depart from established precedents fora moment, 
aid ieftre tostand by the certificate? That must 
be our rue of conduct, and-by that alone we must 
abide, o lyar ' o 

This case I hiker 


to the case oÉ the jadment of a 


q l A X . | n . 
ci State court, as conclusive and‘ibinding untif that 
‘| jutgmeat be reversed or repeated by a‘court hav- 


ing appellnte jurisdiction. Every act under. that 
jadgment, until it is reversed, is binding. sExeca- 
uon issued to asherii mustbe serveds_and execa- 
don at his peril. Is there an‘ appellate court hele? 
There is. “That appellate court is the Congress of 
the United Slate:; and when! we are oiganized—~ 


‘when the chief justice has taken his seat—when 


the case is called, and the testimony and arguments 
shall have been heard, the jrdgment of the Staié 
court may be affirmed or reversed; but until then it 
is binding and conclusive. Lat 
Without going farther into this matter, let me 


` league; [Mr Vanpeaporzt.] I allude toit more in 


sorrow than in anger; and I could. not but regret, 
‘sir, when you had taken that seat by the daani- 
mous voice, alinost, of this House—when. you: had 
been called; in the midst of our confusion, from thé 
weight of your character, and the sanctity of youe 


| years, to produce arder out of riot—I say I could 


not but regret thatthe decision of such a man 
should have been proncunced, by one $0 mach 
younger, so much less entitled to respect frora all 
that isflience which ihe fraits of experience éan 
give, a munstrous assumption, a monstrous wur- 
pation. Letme say to the gentleman, -sir, that 
your character is one of a purity and infegrity so 
spotless, that it has passed’ even throwgh-the fiery 


; ordeal of party conflict and party bitterness without 


a stain. The offices you have held have added nv 
lustre to your character, which your character has 
not reflected back upon them; and when I fiad my 
colleague assailing a man te whom history at least 
will do justice—a man whose character and vir- 
tnes have illumined some of its brightest pages— 
when I findsuch a man, living before my colleague 
wasa boy, and mixing up with the great affairs of 
a young and infant nation before he drew breath, 
thus assailed, I cannot bu: regret that such expres: 
sions shou'd fall from a friend and colleague of 
mine; and I will only say, that when the sendir 
strikes a ba!l against such a man and such a cha- 
racter, he ought to be sure that there will not be a 
rebound that will strike the sender. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said, he had tried to get 
the floor immediately after his colleague (Mr. 


Granogr] had clesed, but other gentlemen of more | 


agility than he possessed, anticipated him. He 
did not know why his two colleagues | Messrs. 
Grancer and Horrman] had made him so promi- 


nent a subject in the discourses with which they 
had just edified us. He had, to be sure, 


the Cuair, e22 he also had the fu rther temerity to 
say, that it was founded in usurpation; and this 
had furnished his colleague (Mr. Herrman] an oc- 
casion for treating us with oneof those sweet, 
pretty, and touching eulogisms upon the Cran- 
man, for which his friend and colleague was so 
eminently quatiGed. He (Mr. V.) would, upon 
the present occasion, neither assent to, or dissent 
from, this most encomiastic picture, drawn in 
the _ presence and hearing of the CrairMaN 
himself, nor would he here stop to inquire whether 
the gentleman had or had not violated the laws of 


good taste in lavishing such high-wreught praise in ' 


the presence and hearing of the subject of il; but he 


would at once reiterate what he had before said, ` 


that the CurarMan, under pretence of deciding a 
question of order, had decided a most momentous 
question of right; 
by any false or mistaken delicacy—any affected re- 


hed the i;i 
temerity to appeal fiom the decision, and ashe | 
conceived it, the most extraordinary decision of ' 


and he would not be deterred | 


verence fur gray hairs—frum characterizing the | 


actas he thought it deserved. He had notim- 
peached—he did not intend to impeach—the mo- 
liv:s of the CuarrMan; but he would again pro- 
nouace the decision, in effect, a most decided usur- 
pation. It was so, because he had assumed juris- 
diction that did not beleng to him, and which the 
mover of th: resolution that had g ven the Ciair- 


man that place, never supposed to belong to him | 
he should preside over our de- | 


when he moved that 
liberations. It was so, because the simple ipse 
dixit of the Cuar, if not reversed, would give five 
members a seat upon this floor whose right to seats 
had formed the subject of cofl:ct here for the 
last five days. We were not deal:ng with wifes. 
When the righis of the peuple of a sovereign State 
were involved, and attempted to be trodden under 
foot, he woul l speak of it boldly and freely as he 
thought it deserved. If the Crair had transcended 
his jurisdiction, and thus prostraied the expressed 
wili of a majority of the people of a sovereign 
State, he wouid not ransack his lexicon for very 
mild terms in order to give a mitigated aspect to 
an act pregnant with such serious and mischievous 
consequences. 

He would now pay his passing respects to that 
colleague [Mr. Gaascer] who had dore him the 
honor of making him the subj-ct of su great a por- 
tien of his remarks. 


league in'ghtas well have real a chapter from 


Don Quixote; for that wou'd have been quite as , 


relevant to the point under debate as were most 
of his remarks. 


professed respect for the savereignly and majesty 
of the people. Mr. V. said, humble as he was, he 
and his doings bad been most conspicuously, if not 
unkindly, forced into this debate, and he could 
therefore, averse as he generally was to such a 
_ course, -peak of himself without exposing himself 
_to the imputation cf egotism. He would, there» 
fore, by way of repelling the inference that his ad- 


vocacy of popular rights waz insincere, tell the i 


) For all the purposes of the , 
question immediately under discussion, his col ; 


Fis coteagne was disposed | 
to make merry with what he evidenil, deemed his | 
(Mr. V's) pretended love for the people; with his : 
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+ should become subjects of derision and merrimest. 
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House that the kindness he had so repeatedly te- 
ceived at the hands of the people, gave bim stun- 
dant cause to love them. Five times had they 
chosen him to honorable and responsible stations, 
and never yet had they rejected him. He could, 
however, imagine a case, where frequent disap- 
pointment, frequent frustration of fond hopes and 
bright visions, might possibly inspire any thing bat 
affection for popular rights. If a gentleman of | 
bigh ambition, and with aspirations at least as j 
lofty as his legitimate pretensions, should happen 
to be twice presented to the people of his State for | 
the highest trust and honor in their gift, and they | 
should reject him, as they would the unclean thing; 
if he should hazard another struggle for the second 
office in this great Conf. deracy of free States, and 
a similar fate should attend his third ambitious ef- 
fort, he would not wonder if, with such a one, af- 
fection for the people and regard for popular rights 


This would accord with the dictates of poor, frail, } 
unforgiving human nature. The poet understood | 
this sentiment, and expresses it most pithily when 
he asks, j 
“What regue e’er felt the halter draw 
With goad opinion of the law?” 

He surely did not consider the two first words 
of the couplet as at all applicable to his collezgue. 
Those who knew their friendly - personal relations, 
wonld never draw such an inference. But his col- 
league had also referred us to the case from New 
York, which occurred some twenty-six years age, | 
(he meant the case of Peter Allen,) and bad un- 
dertaken to give us not only a minute account of 
that case, but volunteered to us the information, 
that the year next succeeding the ejection of Mr. 
Alien from the New York Legislature, he was 
elected by a decided majority of the county of 
Ontario, and that my colleague, then acling with 
the Democratie party, bad aided in producing this 
result. Mr. V. said he knew nothing of that case, 
except as matter of history, for when it occurred, 
he had scarcely entered his teens, and he therefore 
spoke with much deference to the recollection of 
his venerable colleague, who had told us that he 
was one of the adult and efficient actors of the 
scenes of thatearly day. He was sorry, situated 
as his colleague was, that he had furnished him with 
an occasion to denominate him so “yenerable” 
in the presence, and hearing of that gallery, 
(pointing to the ladies’? gallery,) for whose 
special edification most of the observations of the 
gentleman were :o evidently designed. He would i 
tell the gentleman and the House, that in that case, 
there was no question arising upon the returns. 
Mr. Fellows came in there by petition, and the 
House decided that they would not entertain the 
petition till the Speaker was chosen, and the Hoose 
was organized. Besides, sir, in New Yorit the 
members are sworn by the Chancellor, or Secre- 
tary of State, before the Speaker is chosen. Mr. 
Allen had the certificate—he was. sworn as a mem- 
ber before the House could act upon the case, and, 
as such, voted for the council of appointment be- 
fore he was ejected. ` But does the gentleman re- 
collect how loudly and how unsparing'y that act 
of the House of Assembly was denounced by the 
party with which he is new asseciated? Sir, look 
at the leading New York Federal journals of that | 

i 


+ 


l 
j 
f 
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day, and you will see that they were actually, in 
token of their abhorrence of this deed, dated from 
the reign cf Peter Alien. Thus, for example: 
“Tig THIRD, FOURTH, OR FIFTH MONTH CF TIE 
reran CF Perer Auten.” [thad been stated by 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise ] that Mr. 
Van Buren was then Attorney General of New 
York, and had given an cfficial opinion in favor of 
this procedure. 

(Mr. Wise bere explained, and said that Mr. V. 
had misunderstood- him; that he had said that Mr. 
Van Buren hed approved of it; but he did not say 
that he had done so in his efficial capacity.] 

If that case was sanctioned by one party, it was 
condemned by the other party, with which his c-l- 
league now acted. The argument resuiting from 
this case was, therefere, neutralized; and he weald 
therefore dismiss it, with the o'd maxim, that “two 
wrongs could not make one right.” 

He had said that the Cuurmin had exceeded 


|| 


| 
| 
i 
| 


| 
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his power in deciding that the five gentlemen from 
Ne w Jersey who had the Governor’s certificate had 
the right to voie upon the present occasion. This 
Blouse ha organized in this unprecedented manner, 
as he understood, for the very purpose of deter- 
mining this point, and now the Crair very kindly 
interfered, and relieved it of its appropriate func- 
tions. It wasthat the House might be placed in 
a position to act and decide this very question, that 
we departed from the usage that has always ob- 
tained in organizing this body; and now, forsooth, 
we are told that the House cannot act upon this 
matter, but that it legitimately belongs to the Crane 
to decide who are, and who are not, members of 
this House. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Wise] had urged that there could be no usurpa- 
tion whenever the law of necessity called for the 
exercise cf a power. He denied that the Crain 
could derive avy justification from the law 
of necessity. It was not now nece:saly that 
the Cna should arrogate to itself this high 
power. Oursituation had changed. Our paralysis 
was now cured, and the House was Competent to 
act. Thé Cierk decided, when we were under his 
auspices, that there being no qnorom called, he 
could not put a question; but now we were relieved 
from that difficulty. Questions could now be put, 
and there was now ac: urt convened with compe- 
tent power to try the qnestion that had been so long 
agitated. It was not necessary, nay, it was 
monstreus, that the mere jodge of order, which 
this body had created, should draw within the 
Vortex of order such high and momentous questions 
of right. He repeated that the Cnarr, in the name 
of order, had decided a great question of right— 
the right to a seat upon this floor; one of the higest 
objects of laudable ambition. He had decided it 
too, as Mr. V. considered, in the very teeth of one 
of the standing rules of this House, which we had 
adopted to govern our deliberations. He meant 
the rule which had already been referred to, 
and which provided that “no member shall 
voe upon any question, in the event of 
which he is immediately and particularly inte- 
rested. The Crate decided that the Govern r’s 
members from New Jersey were not interested in 
the question within the contemplation of the 
rule; that the interest was that of the constituent, 
and not of the Representative. He denied the 
proposition, that the gentlemen whom the CHAIR 
had adjudged competent to vote, had no interest 
ja the question upon which the vote was to be 
taken. ‘Their interest was immediate and most 
palpable. What was the metion upon which they 
were to vole? It was to lay upon the table a reso- 
lution ‘that they should be called and recoga‘sed 
as members of this House; upon this question it 
was, that the Cnam had decided that these gentle- 
men could vote. The moment they voted in pur- 
suance of the decision, what were they? They 
were to all intents and purposes members of the 
House. And what bencfits did they derive from 
that character? They were clearly entitled to their 
mileage and per diem, amounting to seme two or 
three hundred dollars each. They had a right to 
go to the Speaker, the moment he was chosen, and 
ask his warrant for theif pay, and he would 
not and ceuld not refuse to grant it to them. This 
they could not do, if ordereł to stand*back, as 
others proposed they should be. Here there was 
a ditect pecuniary interest in the question; aud 
was there a mind here, unclouded by prejadice, 
that did not see i?_ But this was nol ail. They 
would derive from the decision of the Cram other 
great privileges and immunities. ‘That clause cf 
the Consti ution which provides “that Representa- 
tives in Congress shail, during their alterdance. at 
the session of their respective Houses, and in going 
to or retursing from the same, be privileged from 
arrest,” surely conferred a high privilege upon the 
members of this House. Tf the Governors mem- 
bers (be used this designation in contradisuinchon 
to those chosen by the people) shou'd be permitted 
to vote, and thas be recognised as members, Wat 1t 
not most clear that it would be competent for them 
to avail themselves of this tlanse of ‘he Constitu- 
lian? So longa: they were not recognised by ne 
TLouse, but kept in suspense, their creditors, Who 
BOAN uld reply 
might see fit to arrest them, cou 
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that they were not members of this House, 
and thus defeat the enjoyment of this high 
privilege. Dut this was not all. Not only did 
the character of member of this House confer 
high privileges, but it also created disabilities. 


Another clause of the Constitution prov‘ded that 
“no Representative shall, during the time for | 


which he was elected, be appointed to any civil 
office under the authority of the United States, 
which shall have been created, or the emoluments 
whereof shall have been increased during such 
time.” The decision of the Cga would deter- 


mine whether this disability was, or was not, — 


ereated; and here was another feature of interest. 
View it in whatever aspect you please, and you 
perceive, in the breast of the Govzrnor’s members, 
a direct interest in the event of this question—an 
interest coming not only within the spirit, but the 
letter of the rule. He could have hoped that deli- 
cacy would have been a motive sirong enough to 


have prevented these gentlemen from voting. The . 
force of this sentiment, however, depended so ` 


much upon the anxieties, the temperament, the pas- 
sions, and prejudices of men, that it was not always 
safe to calculate upon its restraining efficacy. He 


had not the most satisfactory pledge that it would ` 


bea very potent sentiment in this case. 

Mr. BIDDLE said tha: an effort had been mace, 
day after day, to fix upon the Opposi.ion the odium 
of the delay which had attended the organization 
of the House. Doubtless there would be a heavy 
responsibility before the people on thcse to whom 
the delay could be fairly attx.buted. Here had 
been a mass of men, called toa high trust, shug- 
gling to take a form appropriate to Jegislative ac- 
tion, without a presiding officer authorized to en- 
force order, and, indeed, without any established 
tules of order to be enforced. We had been pre- 
served from disreputable scenes only by the general 
Sense of what was due to the character of the 
country, and by the spirit of forbearance and 
courtesy which he was happy to see had been 
bronght here from all quarters. The events of yes- 


terday, Mr. B. thought, would sufficiently releve ` 


his political friends from the reproaches which had 
been so perseveringly cast- upon them. The difii- 
culty into which we had been thrown by the CLERK, 
or his advisers, by his unprecedented course, and 
the dogged adherence to that course, was, at 
length, overcome, Mr. CHAIRMAN, by your appoint- 
ment, This step was taken and justified by the 
instinct of self-preservation. We were about to 
diè of an abstraction. We have been rescued 
from this danger. 
proved that the fetters of steel supposed. to be 
around us were mere cobwebs. 

Standing, then, at the very point which we occu- 
pied on Monday, at noon, Mr. B. said he was anx- 


ious that the eye of the country should be kept | 


steadily fixed on every step of our progress. 


At the first moment after we asserted the power 


of action, by placing you in the Chair, a motion 


was submitted which required the acting CLERK to | 


call the names of all whose credentials conformed 


to the laws. of their respective States. This mc- | 


tion brought ap distinctly the question, whether we 
should adhere to established and unbroken usage. 
It proposed to do what the Crerk should hive 
done originally, and what he had always done 
heretofore. 


dentials referred to constituted per se a right on the | 
part of a Representative of the people to take a | 
place amongst those who could themselves pretend ; 


to no higher badge of authenticity; and that, at 
this stage of organization, we must, 
look with deference, and not in a spirit of sharp 
criticism, to that ostensible right which all brought 
here alike. 

The gentleman from South 


table with a view to introduce again some one of 
the various schemes that have led us a chase for 
four entire days. If Mr. B. understood him aright, 
he intended to move that the “disputed members” 
sheuld be passed over and a quorum be formed 
- without them. 
Tnis. project was substantially the same as that 


offered on the fist day of the session by a gentle- . 


man from Virginia, [Mr. Rives.) It had fixed his 


The first manly movement 


It assumed the principle that the cre- ;| 


of necessity, | 


Carolina (Mr. ` 
Ruetr] has moved to lay this resolution on the i 
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(Mr. B's) attention at the time as one of engross-. 
ing interest, and preliminary in its character; and 
he had endeavored to claim for it the attention and 
decision of the House. But, amidst the medley of 
topics which were thrown into the debate, in the 
absence of all rules of order, it had been Jost sight 


riness of a desultory and seeming!y endless debate 

. led to an impatience for something like method, 
and an eager desire lo escape by any avenue from 
the labyriath in which we were involved. 

The project was one which had a show of plau- 
sibility about it, and addressed itself favorably to 
those who were anxious to get rid of this unplea- 

: sant matter as speedily as possible. 


But, Mr. Cuarrman, in our eagerness lo escape, | 


we must not leave behind us a precedent fraught 
with. mischiefs far greater than any temporary 
embarrassment. The present posture of affairs is 


one which must recur at the commencement of | 
It is nota matter which |: 
We cannot : 
escape responsibility to those who come after us : 
What we do is for good or : 
The great cutline cf proceeding | 
now adopted will be looked to by our successors, | 


every future Congress. r 
passes off and terminates in itself. 


and to the country. 
evil hereafter. 


when the spirit of compromise and the pledges of 
forbearance that accompanied it shall have been 
forgotten. 

In corsidering the merits of this scheme, I must 
assume that, in practice, the task of deciding upon 
and announcing the disputed and undisputed mem- 
bers will be exerci-ed by the Ciert, as has been 
done at the present session. We are now to take 
up and adopt his proscribed list. We have nothing 
t else before us to indicate a dispute; and the late 

novement did not, as I understand it, proceed on 
the ground of disapprobation of this part of his 
conduct. What, then, is sabstantially the lesson 
to be drawn from our proceedings? The Cerk, 
having announced the name of one Representative 
from New Jersey, withholds the names of the other 
i Aive, on the ground that their seats are contest. d. 
Of the nature of the contest we officially know no- 
thing. It:s proposed now that we acquiesce in this 
proceeding of the Cuerx without fuither question; 
that be shall proceed with the list, and, whenever 
he chooses to say that a dispute exists, he is to 
drop the whole or a part of any given delegation. 
| Those who may remain, after this arbitrary and 
uacontrolled process of expurgation by the CLeri, 
are to sitin judgment on the rest, taking up the 
cases seriatim, and excluding from the judicial 
function all those who have been ordered by the 
|| Curr to stand aside as disputed. 
| Sir, ts not the bare statement of the proposition 
| 


: enough to show that it cannot be a safe and pracii- 
cable one? A Clerk, whose own re-election de- 
pends on the composition of the House, at a given 
momen! is made absolute and uncontrolled master 

| over that composition! He has only to assert that 

the seats of his opponents, or some of them, are 
i| disputed, in order to insure a majority of those 

I| who, he knows; will voie for him, and for a 

| Speaker of the same party. It is optional with 

'| these men, when once seated as a quorum, to act as 

li they please. They have the power; and who can 

| say that it will not be exercised? I am far from 

; Supposing that any gentleman would be wilfully 

ji perfidious to the pledge of moderstion and forbear- 

j 


; that the rule cannot work well in practice. It 
is our own off-pring, and we may be willing to 
i; conceal its deformities; but the next Congress will 
find this on record as the process read y pre- 
pared to their hands, and they will be disengaged 
li from pledges. The unlimited control must, of 
_ necessity, be given to the party having an influence 
ij over the CLERK, and that control may be perpe- 
|| trated in infinitum, because we know that contests 
| may be started up at an hour’s notice. Besides, 
|| sir, who bas a right to give pledges on the subject? 
Who has a right to place the exercise of his legis- 
lative fanctions at the chance of this lottery? And 
what is the nature of the pledge? That we will net 
| elect a Speaker or transact business until these dis- 
; puted cases are settled? Is this the pledge? And 
where is it to lead us? We have eiready heard it 


of, or only reappeared occasionally when pure wea- | 


ance that seems to be loosely passing rcund. | 
| But the very necessity for these pledges shows |} 


a ae amanea aaaea 


announced by gentlemen on this door, m swelling 
terms, that they are not going to yield to forins and 
technicalities—to the broad seals of States, or the 
certificates of Governors—that they wil not be 
satisfied without probing this matter io the bottom, 
and ascertaining whether Governor Pennington 
has practised a fraud on the people of New Jersey, 
Indeed! And so, sir, we are pledged to abauden 
the duties of legislation, to remain here in onr re- 
spective parts of judges and suitors, as the Clerk 
shall arrange us, until materials shall be collected 
to pass on the alleged mi:decds of Goveinor Pen- 
aington, 

But suppose, Mr. Cuarrman, there should not be 
a quorum of undisputed seats? Nobody knows, at 
present, how many seats are disputed. That 
knowledge rests exclusively with the CLerk. He 
is to say whether I, for example, am to act as a 
judge over others, o- am myseifto be put upon trial, 
Every one waiis .n breathless anxiety to know his 
fate. Aedif any advantage can be draws from a dis- 
pute, will not one be trumped as a matter of course? 
The question will be, in cach district, net why 
a dispute shculd be raised, but why a dispute should 
mot be raised; it will serve to justify a wrangle, and 
in high party times any shallow pretext may be 
laid hold of; it will, at least, provide a setet to 
some dispute on the other side equally frivolous. 
No man ever failed at a popular election, without 
believing himself very ill used, and he is in a mood 
to listen with eagerness to representations which 
tend, at least, to break the first chagrin of disap- 
pointment, and soothe the smarting wounds of va- 
nily. If, then, a majority of cases be disputed, we 
are absolutely at the end of this contrivance—this 
wretched makeshift. You have renounced and 
brought into discredit the only safe and practicable 
rule. It will, at least, labor under the disadvan- 
vantage of having been, during one Congress, de- 
cried and overruled. Can you expect to lift it 
from disgrace, and restore it to favor, in the face, 
not only of eager passions ard importunate inte- 
rests, but of your own fatal example? 

What was the new code of evidence which gen- 


i temen sought to introduce here? ‘The prima facie 
, positive, under the great seal of a State, in all the 


forms of authentication, was sneered it—it was to 
go for nothing; but the p:ina facie negative of a 
Ccerx’s breath was petent encugh to di: franchise 
a great Commonwealth! The laws of New Jersey 
cn this subject formed a part of the Constitution of 
the Unite’ States. That instrument referred to 
and adopted the State laws, which thus acquired as 
high a sanction as if they had beea incorporated 
into it in 1787 The oath to support the Constitu- 
tion reached to, ard comprehended, those laws. 

It seems to be conceded that the course proposed 
was tn defiance of all usage in ourown country, but 
an intimation had been thrown out in verious guar- 
ters'that the practice of the House of Commons lent 
a Sanction to it. 7 

[Mr. B. here appealed to Mr. Tromas, Mr. 
VanberrorL, and Mr. Ruetr to know distinctly 
if they so contended. ‘nese gentlemen were un- 
derstood to disclaim any special familiarity wih 
the subject, but to have stated their general im- 
pressions. ] 

Mr. B. said he had put the question in all cour- 
tesy and respect, with a view to know how far his 
own recollection was at variance with that of 
others. He had no doubt that the usage there was 
precisely the same as here. There could be ro 
other rule that would enable such a body as the 
House of Commons to get to the despatch of busi- 
ness, During the discussion, he had sent to the 
library for one of the popular Digests, Supposing 
that a reference to the point might be found. The 
work he held in his hand was of no great authority, 
bul, perhaps, best suited the Purpose, as likely tu 
contain only what was familiar and well settled. 
He then read from Jaccb’s Law Dictionary, (title 
Parliament:) 

“When the right of election is dovbiful, and 
consequently it is uncertain that candidates are 
duly elected, the returning officer may, and for his 
own safety ought to, make a double return, Bet 
this must be dene upon the returning officer’s own 

judgment, not upon the agreement of the parties. 
It two or more sets of electors make each a retara 


P 
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of a different member, (which is called a double 
election,) that return only which the returning officer 
to whom the sher.: precept was directed has 
signed and sealed, is gcod. And the members by 
hin returned shall sit wil displaced oen pelition — 
Sim. 134. By the fnsh act, 35 Geo. 3, c. 29, the 
returairg cflicer (even though not otherwise quali- 
fied to vote) must, in case of an equality of votes 
at the poli, give his casting vote and make a re- 
turn.” 

Here, then, was the rale, (and no other could 
ever be carried out,) that the right to sit of the in- 
dividual coming within the requisitions of the law 
must, in the first instance, be deemed conclusive. 
Such had been the doctuine triumphantly carried 
out by the present Chief Magistrate in the case 
which arose ia New York—a case to which his 
friends in this House had not attempted to make a 
reply. Mr. B. said he did not refer to the princi- 
pies on which, in England, the ultimate right was 
settled on a petition to the House. They turned 
on the Grenville act and other subsequent statutes, 
all of which were incorporated into one in 1828. 
Those principles were substantially the same as in 
our own country. f 

Bat the question might be asked, If the majority 
refuse to cet on the old usage, what is to be done? 
Must there not be a compromise? Mast we not 
yield to some ssheme by which one portion of the 
House shall, at hap-hazard, he constituted judges 
over the other porticn? Each one mast answer 
these questions for himself. Mr. B was not tena- 
cious avoui small matters; but here, in his opinion, 
was a course proposed that struck al a principle 
en the sacred observance of which, in sinceriiy 
and good faith, must depend the future organiza- 
tion of this House in times of deep party excite- 
ment. He could oot compromise, however he 
might he overruled. Doubiless a majority might 
insist on any proposition, however absurd, and 
whatever impediment it placed in the way of the 
rightful action of the Government. It might refuse 
tu receive a message from the Senate until the cre- 
deatials of that body were explored and the allega- 


tions of opposing claimants fully considered and | 


passed upon. It might refuse to receive the Presi- 
dent’s message on some similar allegation. Would 
the Senate or President proffer terms of compro- 
mise? Mr. B. said he could not suffer himself to 
be jaded into an &bandonment of what he deemed 
a matter of vital interest. 

Mr. B. referred to the charge cf usurpation, 
whiich had been urged against the Cnainman for 
making a decision when called upon. What was 


he to do? Refuse to act? Take a leaf out of the’ . 


Ciern’s book? The result would-be that the 
House mast have driven him out of the Caair in 
order to place there somebody who would go 
through this very act of “asurpation,” and thus 
put the question in a train for settlement. 

Mr. WHITE, of Kentucky, ros: and asked the 


Curr of the House to state what was the decision ` 


of the Caam from which an appeal had been 
taken. 

(The Crerx here read the resolution of Mr. 
Wise, of Virginia, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Acting Clerk of this House 


shall proceed with the call of the members from the i 


different States of the Union in the usual way, 


calling the names of such members from New Jer- | 
sey as hold the regular and legal commissions from ` 


the Executive of that Sate. 
And then the foilowing resolution, which Mr. 
Ruett, of South Carolina, offered as a substitute: 
Resolced, That the House will proceed to call 


the names of gentlemen whose rights to seats are 
not disputed or contested; and after the names of | 
such members are calied, and before a Speaker is 


elected, they shall, provided there be a quoram 
of such present, then hear and adjudge upon the 
elections, returns, and qualifications of all claim- 
ants to seats contested on this floor. 

The Cuzax then stated that Mr. Rnerr 
moved to lay the resolution of Mr. Wise upon 
the table with a view to offer his resolation as a 
substitate; and upon the question of layiag Mr. 


Wise's resolution upon the table, telles were ` 
called. Ms. Dromoscxe, of Virginia, being one of ~ 


the tellers appointed by the Csa, the question 
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being about to be put upon the adoption of the 
resolution of Mr. Rrerr, rose and observed to the 
Cuar, that he had been appointed by the Cuair 
to act as one of the telers, and was ready to dis- 
charge the duty assigned- him, but desired to be 
instructed by the Cuan how he was to perform it. 
The Cuain replied that he conceived the rule to be 
that such persons as possessed commissions in confor- 
mity with the Constitution of the United States and the 
laws of New Jersey were entitled to vote as members of 
the House, and thal no others were ent.tled; and from 
this decision of the Cra:r, Mr. VANDERPOoEL, of 
New York, appealed to the Honse.] 

Mr. WHITE then said: Mr. Cuairman, forgiv- 
ing this decision, you have been charged with being 
guilty of an act of usurpation. Sir, the appetite for 
denunciation did not stop here. The honorable 
member from New York [Mr. VANDERPOEL] de- 
nounced your decision as a gross usurpation. 
another honorab!e member from Maryland (Mr. F. 
Tuomas] followed suit, and characterized your de- 
cision as an act of monstrous usurpation. Mr. 


White (addressing himself to the Canar) si‘d, if | 
it be true you have been guilty of the high offence | 


with which you stand charged, neither the courtesy 
of debate, the sanctity of the exalted station you 


now fiil as presiding officer of this Honse—no, sir, | 


nor even your gray hairs, should screen you from 
the odium due to the usurper and the despot. 
sir, if it shall turn out, upon a fair investigation of 
the question, that the decision of the Crair is in 
strict conformity to the Constitution, to law, to all 
past parliamentary usage in this country, as well 
as in all other civilized countries, what should be 
the sentence pronounced upon your accusers? Sir, 
the undivided execrations of mankind should be 
thundered in their ears. 

Mr. W. contended that the Craig was perfectly 
justifiable in declaring the opinion from which the 
appeal was taken—he had no alternative left him 
bat to decide, or shrink from a discharge of his 
duty. The question remains, did he decide righ:? 


Mr. W. remarked that, before he went into the ar- | 


gument upon the correctness of the opinion of the 
Cater upon principle, and upon usage and prece- 
dent, he would call the attention of the House, and 
particolarly the attention of the member from New 
York, (Mr. Vanperport,} and the member from 
Maryland, (Mr. F. Tu mas,] to an authority in 
support of ine decision of the Cnair, that he knew 
would not be controverted by either of the honora- 
ble gentlemen; and out of your own mouths, said 
Mr. W. I will convict you. 

Mr. W. then proceeded to read from the speech 

f Mr. VANDERPOEL, cf New York, delivered in 
the case of the contested election "of Moore and 
Letcher in the year 1834. Mr W. asserted that 
the gentleman trom New York [Mr. Vanperrort] 
in that debate, ably and eloquently maintained the 
precise doctrine contained in the decision of the 
Cnarr, and the very opposite doctrine now so vehe- 
mently contended for by the gentleman. In. that 
debate the gentleman heid the following language: 

“Ne, sir, I go for the laws ent the Constitution 
—whether they define the qualifications of the vuler, 
or prescribe the manner in which this right shall 
be exercised. I cannot here be persuaded either 
to jump over the Constitution or craw! under the 
law, by the captivating doctrine that the rignt of 
suffrage is paramount o the law and tre Constitu- 
tion. Sirj1 know not whence we derive equitable 
powers so transcendent as those which [ have here, 
to my very great surpise, heard c'aimed for us— 
powers which enabie us to set the laws and the 
Constitution at defiance, and authorize us bere, in 
a judicial capaci-y, to exercise the despol’s preroga- 
live—to dispense justice according to our abstract 
notions of right an wrong. Sir, will dot thislead to 
a perfect mobocracy? Sir, I had alway: supposed that 
all legal ends in civilized communities, and under 
free and constitutional Governments, were to be 
obtained by Ia vful and constitutional means; and 
that it is better, far better, that the end should 
sometimes be lost, than adopt the more than Vandal 
heresy, that the ‘end jast:fies the means,’ ” 

Tois, Mr. W. chaiged, was tlie language of the 
eloquent gentleman upen that occasion, containing 
doctrines as sound as Holy Writ—the very doc- 
trines of the decision of the Castn—doctrines tha: 


will stand the scrutiny of “talents and of time.” 
In that debate the gentleman acknowledged himself 
the power of the Constitution; according to his po- 
litical ereed then, the law and the Constitution was 
supreme, and that right of suffrage itself was to be 
sacrificed if it came in conflict with the law of the 
State. But now, sir, Democracy and popular 
rights are paramount to law and the Constitotion. 


' Now, this same gentleman denounces this very 


doctrine' as a “small, miserable, squeaking, techni- 


_ ality,” and these members who claim their seats 


from New Jersey, under the commission of the 
Governor, executed in strict conformity to the laws 


_ Of that State, as “pretenders coming here under the 
' cloak ofa sheer bond.” 


l O! consistency, thou arta 
virtue! Mr. W. appealed to the gentleman now 
to justify his present course. He appealed to the 


,| good sense of every member in the House to de- 


Ard | 


i: Cide whether the opinion given by the CHAIR was 


not fully and amply supported by the very extracts 
quoted from the speech of the gentleman in 1831. 
Mr. W. asked, what had brought so radical a 
change in the gentleman’s political crecd? Had 
his recent tourto Europe furnished him fresh light 


‘ upon Democracy? 


But, . 


i: as we have theirs. 


Mr. W. said, Mr. Chairman, I will now address 
myself fora short time to the honorab'e member 


` from Maryland, [Mr. F. Tuomas ] -He asked the 


undivided attention of the gentieman from Mary- 
land (who occupied a seat immediately in front of 


i Mr. W.) whilst he read from an authority which 


he well knew that gentleman would recognise as 
sound doctrine, however much others might be dis- 
posed to controvertit. Mr. W. then proceeded to 
read from the speech of Mr. F. Tuomas, of Mary- 
land, delivered at the late session of Congress, in 
the contested election of Claiborne and Gholson, 


| the following extracts: 


“When the Clerk had reached the names of the 


' members elected from the State of Miss‘ssippi, one 
! of them has already told you he would repair to 


the table to be sworn; and in this he is right. Who 
shall infringe the righs for which he contends? 
Heis one of the chosen Representatives of the 
people of Mississippi. He has with him a certifi- 
cate of election, signed by the Governor of that State. ` 
He appears here with bis colleague with the same 
proof to take his scat that we each have. And 
they have the same autho ity to questioa our right 
Th-y have the un’ rken cusiom 
for their guide; and no injustice can b2 done to 
any portion of the American pè ple by a strict ad- 
herence fo this wholesome and convenient usage.” 

Mr. W. remarked that, in that case, and vpon 
that occasion, the Governor’s certificate was con- 
clusive to the gentleman’s mind; so sacred, that no 
man should dare qu?stion the ri.ht of the member 
to qualify. Upon that occasion, the gentleman 
held usage and precedent in high estimation. Yes, 
sir, upon that occasion a “strict adherence to usage” 
was the orthodox doctrine. Now, sir, the honora- 
ble member (with what courtesy, what consistency, 
I leave to himself to determine) charges you with 
being guilty of an act of “monstrous usurpation,” 
for deciding that the members holding the certificate 
of election, in conformity to the Constitution of the 
United States, and the laws of the respective States, 
are entitled to be recognised as members. Is this 
not strange, passing strange? No, sir; the case 
being altered, it alters the case. The sitting mem- 
bers, Messis. Claiborne and Gholson, were good 
Democrats; that being the case, usage and precedent 


: were safe and wholesome guides. 


Mr. W. said he wou'd not con-nme the time of 


| the House in commenting upon the flagrant absur- 


dities and inconsistencies of the gentleman. 
would simply say, O! shame, where is thy blush? 

Mr. W. said he did not base the correctness of 
the decision of the Cmarr alone upon the high au- 
thorities from which be had read. He found 
higher authority—he looked to the Constitution 
of the United States, the Constitution of the 
State of New Jersey, and the laws of that Com- 
monwealth. From these resources, Mr. W. 
contended, we cblained the rules by which we 
should be governed in deciding who were mem- 
bers upon this floor, either temporary or perma- 
nent. By the first, we are empowered to judge 
of the election, returns, and qualifications of our 


He 
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members. By the second and third, the time, place 
and manner of holding the election are prescribed. 
The Constitution of the United States is the para- 
mount law of the land, and no valid election can 
Bo held vatil the State Legislature has prescribed 
the rules by which it is to be governed. True, 
Congress has the power to alter these rules; but it 
musi be done by law. This House cannot do it— 
no such inherent, omnipotent power belongs to us, 
as some genilemen stippose, and have contended 
for. Untila law is passed by Congress, the law of 
` the State must prevail. 

Mr. W. contended it were worse than vain for 
gentlemen to talk, here about “abstract rights” and 
““iberal principles” upon a question of Constitution, 
of law, and immemorial usage. Tt was ridiculous to 
hear honorable members denounce an adherence to 
well established precedent a “miserable lechinicalily.” 
Such doctrines lead to the overthrow of all order, 
the subversion of all government. Instead of a 
Government of laws, which should be the pride 
and boast of every patriot, we would sink into a 
wild and lawless anarchy. 
teaded for in this debate prevail, and the valued and 
established institutions of cur country wiil be Irans- 
formed into a “mobocracy.” 

Mr. W. maintained that the true issue before the 
House had been passed over and disregarded in 
this debate. It was not a question now, he con- 


tended, who was entitled to be permanent members 


of this House during this Congress from the State 
of New Jersey. That was a question that could 
no!now arise, in the disorganized state of this body, 
there being nobody compeient to decide that ques- 
tion until the House was duly organized and a 
Speaker chosen. The single isulated question to 
be decided at present was, who are to take their 
seais as temporary members to aid in the organi- 
gation of the Hous:? You, Mr. C:airman, have 
answered, and answered correctly—those indivi- 
duals, and those only, who hold the certificates in 
due conformity to the Constitution of the United 
States and the laws of the respective States. In 
deciding this, you do not undertake to settle who 
ultimately, upon an inves igation of facts, will be 
entitled to permanent seats during the present 
Congress; not does your decision aff-ct. that issue 
in the remotest degree when it shall arise. Mr. 
W. contended that the question of temporary right 
was one thing, and the permanent right a very dif- 
ferent thing. Mr. W. remarked that it mattered 
not to him who obtained the temporary seat to aid 
in the organization of the House. When the ques- 
tion came to be tried upon its merits, he should 
vota to award the permanent seat to the individual 
who had the greatest number of qualified veters 
of his district or State, guided by such rates of tes- 
uimony as the Legislature of New Jersey have en- 
acted to dftermine upon the returns of her e’ections. 


But, Mr. Chairman, it has been centended that i 


your decision isin conflict with the usage cf ihe 
English Parliament. This Mr. W. denied, Io 


“ Ejgland, as in this country, he challenged the pro- | 


daston ofa single precedent, in the oryaniz.tien 
of a deliberative body, where the member holding 
the feral returns has been disqualified from acting 
in the organization of the House. Mr. W. said 
he would not weary the House by reading cases 
(vbieh be could do almost without number) where 
ihe member holding the regular certificare had 
taken his seat in the organization of the House, 
although, in a great majority of the cases, upon 


an investigation of the merils, the returned member 


was ejected, and proved not to be the rightful mem- 
ber. Mr. W. then read from Blackstone’s Com- 


raentaries, let volume, page 181: “The members of 


Parbament returned by the sheriffs are the silting 
members uni! the House of Cominons, upon petition, 
shall adjadge the return false and ilegal” But, 
Mr. Chairman, itis contended that your decision 
is in ecnflet with that ru'e of the House which 
proviles that “no member shall vote on any ques- 
tiog in tae event of which he is immediately and 
particularly interested.” Mr W. con:cnded this 
rale did notapp!y ia the present case. True, the 
members claiming to vote had a partial interes: in 


the question; but their constitneats—the people of | 


New Jersey—hbeid the paramount imterest in the 
case, It was not the case of the individuals; it 
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was emphatically the case of the people of the State 
ot New Jersey. Yes, sir, it is the right of the peo- 
ple of the State of New Jersey to representation 
upon this floor, that is at stake here. This is the 
great interest involved in the discussion of this 


question, and not the small rights of personal pri- | 
vilege and pecuniary compensation that may Or || 


may not attach to the individual members. Es- 


| c'ude these members; and you deprive the sove- 
reign State of New Jersey of five-sixths of her re- || 


presentation upon this floor; and this is denomi- 
nated true and genuine Democracy, and you are 
charged with being a ‘“‘despot and usurper” for de- 
ciding otherwise. 

Sir, the moment we abandon the law we are 
afloat upon the broad oceaii of uncertainty. The 
States have the power to regulate the time, plage, 
and manner of holding the elections; this power 1s 
expressly granted in the Federal Constitution, as 
already observed. The State of New Jersey, as 
well as all other States in this Union, has exercised 
this right, and defined the rules of making returns 
of her members to Congress. To disregard the 
law of the state, and confirm or reject credentia’s 
upon our own ideas of right and justice, would be 
the very thing the honorable members from New 
York and Maryland [Messrs. VanDEaP-EL and F. 
Tromas] have charged upon you—a most flagrant 
act cf usurpation. Sir, said Mr. W. we may talk 
of “State Rights,” of “Popuiar Rights,” of “Special 
Preading,” of ‘‘Squeaking Technicatities;” but if 
we disregard the laws of the States, enacted upona 
subj-ct expressly reserved for their legislation, and 
substitute our own will for their solemn statutes, 
he boldly asserted we will have established a prin- 


! ciple that will, sap the very foundation of S ate 


sovereignty, the last vestige of liberty reserved to 
the members of this Confederacy. Such a princi- 
ple carried out must lead to the concentration of 
all power in the General Government. H would 
override all the barriers erected in the Constitution 
betwecn the Central Government and the rights of 
the several States, and would ultimately end in ab- 
solute despotism. 

Mr. DUNCAN observed that he understood 
yesterday, that afier the appointment of a chair- 
man, the rules of the last House of Representa- 
tives were adopted for the government of this 
House for the time being. One of these rules re- 
quired that the yeasand nays should be called al- 
phabetically. Now he wished to know of the 
Cuan if the yess and nays would be called if de- 
manded, and how? 

The CHAIR stated that the rule did not apply, 
because the crganization of the House was not 
completed. The yeas and nays, therefore, could 
not de called. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then rose and gave notice 
that, in case such a decision should be made in 
the very teeth of the Constitution, which requ res 


that the yeas and nays shall be caled when de- | 
| sired by one-fifth of the membeis present, he should 


take an appeal from it. 

Mr. DUNCAN then asked if there was nota 
rule of the last House of Representatives which 
prohibited a member from velting “on any question 
in which he is immediately and. personaily inte- 
rested,” and if this rule, io the cpinion of the 
Ciara, did not apply to the persons claiming seats 


! as Representatives from New Jessey. 


The CHAIR decided that the five mem- 
bers from New Jerssy, who were commis- 
sioned by the Goversor, were not proh'bited from 
voting under that rule. They themselves were not 
immediately and personally interested; il was their 
constituents;only who were interested. 

Mr. DUNCAL* then observed, that if these cer- 
tificates with the bread seal of New Jersey, en- 
titled those holding them to vote, he would ask 


gentlemen, and the Cuata particularly, what was to 


be done with the certifieates and broad seal cf the 
State of Pennsylvania, which certainly ought-to he 
as broad as the great seal of New Jersey. 
fn the case of the State of Pennsylvania, (Caid Mr. 
D.) we have ‘he cerificates of two Governors, both 
with the brod seal of the State, certifying 
that two diferert peisons [Mr. Ixcessonn and Mr. 
Naycor] are elected to represent the same dis'rict. 
What are you todo, said Mr. D. in that case? 


Pennsylvania, each of whem 


more 
Will any gentleman tell me? If you admit the 
claimants from New Jersey, because they have the 
Governor's certificate with the broad seal, must 
you not admit beth ef the two gentlemen frem 


ag $ 


nave similar docu- 
menis, and thus give Pennsylvania one Represen- 
tative more thau she is entitled to? 

In order that the House might have time to re- 


| geet on the subj ct, and in order that the CHAIR- 


MAN also might have lime to reflect on it, he would 
move ihat, when the House adjourn, it adjourn 
to meet on Monday nest. 

Mr. MERCER meved to amend the motion by 
adjourning to meet on to-morrow atten o'clock. 

Before any question was put on this motion, 

Mr. DUNCAN moved that the House do now 
adjourn; which motion was carried without a di- 
vision; at 

The House adjourned. 


. IN SENATE, 
SATURDAY, December 7, 1839. , 
Mr. SEVIER and Mr. PRENTISS appeared in 


their seats. , 
On motion, The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, Dec. 7, 1839. 

At 12 o'clock, the CHAIRMAN (Mr. ApsMs) 
called the House to order, when the journal cf yes- 
terday was read; after which, d 

Mr. DROMGOOLE suggesied an amendment to 
the journal, with regard \o the declaration which 
he had made on yesterday. He had ‘said that be 
would count all the members from New Jersey 
who presented them. elves} unless otherwise directed 
by the House. The womls by the House were 
omitted in the statemaent bn the Journal, and he 
moved that they be inserte 

Which motion was pu 
agreed to. 

Mr. LINCOLN then tug estfd another amend- 
ment. He wished to have{ stated on the joarnal, 
immediately after the amenUfnent which had just 
been made, the precise decison which the Crair 
had made, namely, that those gentlemen from New 
Jersey who held the certificate under the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and laws of New Jerscy, 
were the members entitled to vote. 

The CHAIR remarked, that he had stated on 
yesterday, in reply to the gentleman fiom Virginia, 
[Mr. Dromoocir,] that those members were enti- 
tled to vote who held certificates according to the 
Constitution and lawsof the United Sta’es, and the 
laws of New Jersey, and that those persons who 
held certificates precisely similar to the member 
trom New Jersey whose name had been called, 
and who had answered, were the persons who 
should be counted. 

Mr. LINCOLN then moved that the decision be 
entered upon the journal in the words of the Cuaig- 
Man, now delivered, ` 

Mr. DUNCAN had no objection to having the 
journal amended, if there was any error in it; but 
he objected to making ajeurnal row, which would 
decide the very question of dilicaly which we have 
been contending about fer days. The mater pro- 
posed to be entered on the journal was the very 
matter which we had been contending about, and 
he objected tə any such introduction upoa the 
journal. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST thought that the gentle- 
man from Ohio was mistaken with regard to the 
motion, The gentleman from Massachusetts only 
wi-hed to haveentered upon tbe journal the deci- 
sion which the Casr had made, in the words in 
which it was made atthe lime. 

Mr. DUNCAN said, if he was not mistaken, 
the Cucrk had written out the cecisien of the Cuaig 
on yesterdav, immediately on its being made; ant 
presented it the Cxairatan, and asked if it was cor- 
reel; and the Ciaur had agreed, at that time, that 
it was correct. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL appealed to the mem- 
bers presentto say if the statement by the CHAIR, 
a few moments ago, was nota precise repetit on of 
the dec sion of the Cuan on yesterday? If so, he 
thought it but right that it should be paced en 


i 
to fhe House, and 


| the journal in that way. 
i 


Mr. SMITH of Maine had distinctly understood 
the Cuar, in reply to the question of the honora- 
ble, gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Dromaocte,] 
to decide that “these gentlemen from New Jersey 
who had been returned to the House in accordance 
with the Consti:ution-of the United States and ihe 
laws at New Jessey,” were entitled to vote upon 
the motion of the honorable member from South 
Carolina, to lay upon the table the resolution of | 
the gentleman fiom Virginia, (Mr. Wise;] and he 
should have felt bound to have voted to sustain | 
that decision of the Crair, upon the appeal there- ! 
from made by the gentigman from New York. 
He contended that the gentlemen who had been, | 
by a majority of the people of New Jersey, elected | 
to represent them in Congress, were alone legally i 
elected, both by the laws of New Jersey and the | 
Constitation of the United States, and could alone | 
be legally returned to this House; and in accord- | 
ance with the decision of the Crair, he presumed | 
that the gentlemen they elected would vote. But | 
when the decision of the Carr was read by the | 
Cirax, as pat by him upon the records of the | 
House, “that those gentlemen only who have the : 
certificates of the Governor of New Jersey, usder | 
the bread seal of the State,” were entitled to seats 
in the House, which decision, as thus recorded, he 
hed vbcerved the Crerk to submit to the revision 
of the Caatr before it was read, and to which he 
had understood the Cuair to assent, he had felt 
bound to vote against such decision—a decision 
selting aside and prostrating the most inestimable 
privilege of the free institutions of this country. 
He was satisfied that the record did not conform to 
the decision ot the Crair as first promulgated, but 
was in strict conformity with that which had been 


thority of the Cnarr. ` 

Mr. WISE had understood the decision of the 
Cuan on yesterday to be as the Cwair had re- 
peated it this morning; and heSpresumed that the 
Cuare had considered the statement made by the 
CLERK on the journal at that time, as an abbrevia- 
tion of that decision; and kaowing that that was 
not the time to correct the journal, and that when it 
was read this morning, would be the time to cor- 
rect it, no exception was taken to the entry made 
by the CLerx. This was not the time to make a 
journal, to be sare, but this was the ume correct it, 
and to place the facts upon it as they didoccur. He 
therefore demanded that the journal might be so 
corrected as to state the facts. 

Mr. CUSHING said he understood the decision 
of ‘the Crair to be as repeated this morning, 
and the reporter of the Globe bere him out ia this 
opinion. Mr. C. here read the decision asfreport- 


subsequently read from the Currk’s desk, by au- | 


ed in the Globe. ii 


Mr. ATHERTON understood the Crain to | 
have decided, on yesterday, that the persons enti- 


according to the Constitution of the United States, 


-thd to vote, were those who produced commissions | 
i 


and the laws of New Jersey; but he had no doubt 
thatit was the intention of the Crai to identify 
tieindividuals who did produce those commissions, 
b-cause, otherwise, be would have been deciding 
nothing. He understood the Caair, at that time, 
to refer to the commission of Mr. Raxpoupn, and 
to those who had produced similar commissions to 
his, as the persons who wereentilled to vote. 

Mr. TILLINGHASYD said it seemed to him 
that every gentleman must agree that the decision 
of yesterday was precisely the statement of it made 
by the Ciar this morning;-and it seemed to him 
that the journal ought to state the precise words 
of that decision. {Lt seemed to him that this was 
the very object of the journal, and it secmed to him 
that there ought to be no difficulty about the 
matter, 

Mr. SMITH of Maine said, there only seemed 
tobe a difference cf opinion with regard to the 
phraseology which should be spread on the record. | 
We all agree, and the Cuaig confirms it to-day, i 
that he did intend 10 decide, and actually does ' 
now decide, that Messrs. Aycrcc, Yorn, &e. | 
were entitled to vote; and gentlemen wish to spread | 
on the record the reasoning of the Crair, which 
caused that decision. The Crair, and those 
who sustain him, wish to put on the record the | 
reasoning which induced hiin to make the | 
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decision which he did. Now, he did not know 
whether it was customary for the SPEAKER of the 
House to spread on the record the reasons for his 
decisions. If so, he had no objection to the pre- 
sent amendment; and if this was not the practice 
of the Srzaxer of the House, he saw no reason for 
departing from the general course. 

Mr. LINCOLN then submitted his amendment, 
in writing, in the following form: i 

“The Chairman decided that those persons were 
entitled to vole who had produced commissions 
from the Governor of New Jersey, in conformity 
with the Constitution of the United States and the 
laws of the State of New Jersey.” 

Mr. BRIGGS did not agree with the gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. Smita] that these were the rea- 
sons of the Cair for his decision. This was the 


decision of the Crain, in his opinion, and not his | 


reasons. 

Mr. BYNUM said he would state his recollec- 
tion of the decision of the Caan. He heard the 
Cur distinctly announce that those persons were 
entitled to vote who held commissions under the 
Constitution and laws of New Jerzey, but he had 
not heard a word mentioned from the Cuatr about 
the Constitution of the United States. He looked 


upon the whole of the decision as a usurpation of ; 


the rights of the members of the House and of the 


people of the country, and he was not now for per- i 


mitting the correcting 10 be altered, for the purpose 
of suiting the ulterior designs of any set of indivi- 
duals. He wanted the Crerk to state positively 
what did take place, and nothing else. We have 
arrived at a most novel and extraordinary stage of 
our proceedings, and he cal'ed upon the Demo- 
cracy of the House, not to permit themselves to be 
guiled by the technicalities which gentlemen intro- 
duce here. Fle hoped that the facts, as they occur- 
red, would be stated on the journal, but he had no 
idea cf having the record encumbered by the adii- 
tional amendment of the gentleman from Massa- 


chusetts, to render a better excuse for the decision ‘, 


of the Carr. 

The CHAIR stated that he had referred to the 
Constitution of the United States in his decision, be- 
fore referring to the laws of the State of New 
Jersey. 


Mr. MERCER also contended that the decision ` 


of the Crain of yesterday was precisely as it 
had been stated by the Crair to-day, and he held 
that this decision was not a usurpation of the rights 
of he House. 


Mr. WHITE then called the attention of the 
gentleman fiom Virginia [Mr. Droomenore] to the 
decision of the Crate, as reported in one of the 
papers of this city, and inquired if he was not in 
error ia regard to his reecilection of it, and of the 
inquiry which be had propounded to the Crair. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he distinctly recollected 
that the Crair had said that those gentiemen were 
entitled to vote, who held commissions in pursa- 
ance of the Constitwion of the Un.ted States, and 
the laws of New Jersey. If, however, the gentleman 
from Kentacky would read a few paragraphs 
farther ia that report, he would find that the Cuair 
had declared that those who hold commissions similar 
to that held by Mr. BanpoLpa, were the persons 
who were entitled to vole, 

The CHAIR said he had stated that those 
five persons who held certificates similar to the 
member from New Jersey, who had been called 
and answered to his name, were the persons who 
would, in the opinion of the Cuatr be ent tied to 
vote. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. Certainly that was the de- 
cision of the Cuair. 

The CHAIR then propounded the questicn to 
the House upon the amendment of the journal, 
when, tellers were called for, and the Cnata ap- 
pointed Mr. Gippiscs, of Oh:o, and Mr. Crass, 
of Alabama, to acl as tellers—both opposed tv the 
Administration. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested to the Cram, that the 
usual course was to appoial & tetler fromeach of 
the two perties. 

The CHAIR then named Mr. Byxum and Mr. 
Gippines to actas tellers. 

Mr. BYNUM said he should like to know whe- 
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ther he was to cownt those persons whose sea's 
were contested on this foor or not. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND objected to that questioa 
being put. 

The CHAIR said that that question had been 
decided on yesterday. 

Mr. BYNUM. Then I will not act as a teller of 
this meeting. 

The CHAIR said the gentlemen who acted as 
tellers would please count al! who passed between 
them; and if any member passed thrcugh whose 
title to a seat they considered contested, they should 
report that fact to the meeting, and the meeting 
would decide on the question. 

Mr. BYNUM wished to understand his duty asa 
teller, if he was to actas such. He did not think 
that the members whose rights were contested in 
the House should vote under any circumstances, 
and he did not think that the Crair had the power 
to decide that they had the right to vote. Mr. B. 
then refused to act as a teller. 

The CHAIR then nared Mr. Sma, of Maine, 
to act as a teller. 

Mr. SMITH stated that he was unacquainted, 
personally, with the members of the House, and 
did not knowthe members from New Jersey on 
either side, so thatit would be impossible fo: him 
to report to the House whether any persons had 
voted whose rights were contested. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I will stand by the side of 
the gentleman, and tel! him the names of the mem- 
bers from New Jersey on both sides as they pass 
him. 

The House then divided upon the amendment 
of the journal, and the tellers reported 106 ın favor 
of the amendment, and 107 against it, neither of 
the New Jersey members voting upon the ques- 
tion. So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. SLADE then moved to strike from the de- 


| cision of the Cuair of yesterday, as entered upon 


: yesterday that he did nor rise to debate the qu: 


the journal, the words, “the Carr made this de. 
cision ‘vith the greater confidence, because he had 
declared it before he had been placed by ‘a vote of 
the House in the place he now occupied. 

Mr. PETRIKIN wished to know if it was in 
order now to amend the paragraph which they had 
just decided the wou!d notamend. 

Mr, SLADE then withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. GRAVES then moved to amend the journal, 
by striking out from the deciaration made by Mr. 
Dromcoo_e yesterday, the words “unless otherwise 
directed by the House.” Mr. G. felt perfectly con- 
vinced that that language had not been usted by 
the gentleman from Virginia at the time he put the 
iaterrogatory to the Cuair, therefore he desired that 
it might be struck from the journal. 

Mr. WISE hoped kis friend from Kentucky 
would not press this amendment, for he recollecte.t 


distine'ly that his c-lleague had used the words “un- 


less instructed otherwise by the House.” 

Mr. GRAVES contended that if those words had 
been usid by the gentleman from Virginia, they 
were used after the Cnam had made his decision, 
and not at the time that he propounded the inyniry 
to the Crain, and consequently they ought to be 
struck from the journal at the place where they 
were inserted. He was the more convinced that 
the gentleman had not used these words at the time 
referred to because he had the testimony of the fact 
trom the reports of every reporter and letier writer 
in the Howe. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE hoped it was not the inten- 
tion of the gentleman froin Kentucky to impute to 
him the charge of having made a wiral misstate- 
ment on the floor, He was strangely mis‘aken in 
his recollection, if he did not use the words, “ un- 
less otherwise directed by the Hoase.” He did 
not know what the reporters had said in relation to 
this matter; and as to what the leiter writers had 
said, he was also uninformed, for he read bur few 
of their letters. bet be theught he hai stated cn 
Se 


tion, but being called to discharge a diny as a 
and being unwiiling to decline discharging 
duty, he had made an ing iiry as to the mauser in 
whieh that duty was to be discharsed. He had 
then stated that there were present ten gentlemen 
from New Jersey, who had placed their names on 
desks on this floor, and who claimed seats as mem- 
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bers, and he had asked how he could decide as to 
which of these persons were entitled to vole. He 
had then staled tothe Crag, that if he was called 
upon to discharge this duiy, he would count the 
whole ten members, unless otherwise directed by 
the House. The Caair, as he understood him, 
had made a general decision, as to who should be 
counted, when he replied that he did not know the 
members from New Jersey, but he was quite cer- 
lain that before Jhe Cuur made his final decision, 
he (Mr. D?) stated that he would count all the 
members from New Jersey unless otherwise directed 
by the House. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Apams) said he cer- 
tainly undersiood the gentleman from Virginia to 
say that he would count all the persons claiming 
seats from New Jersey unless otherwise directed by 
the. House; and it was because the gentleman had 
said that he would count persons whom the Crair 
supposed could not constitutionally vote, that the 
Cuar had made the decision which had been re- 
ferred to. There were, as it appeared, eleven 
members on the floor claiming seats as the Repre- 
sentatives o? the State of New Jersey, when that 
State was entitled to but six members; and wher 
ove of the tellers declared that unless otherwise di- 
rected, he would count the whoie of these eleven 
persons, the Cuar found himself compelled to say 
that he could only count those legally and constitu- 
tionally entitled to seats, This was the reason why 
the Cuar made the decision as as he had made it. 
Oiherwise he would have decided as he had done 
done to-day. If it had not been for that declara- 
tion of the teller, the Cuarr would have said to the 
tellers, that whenever a person attempted to voile 
whom they considered as not entitled to vote, 
they should report that.fact to the meeting, and the 
meeting would decide on the question. It was 
this declaration of the gentleman from Virginia, 
that he would count all who presented themselves, 
which induced the Crair to decide that those per- 
sons only were entitled to vote who had presented 
the evidence required by the Constitution of the 
United States and the laws of New Jersey; and in 
making ihis decision, the Crair had no disposition 
to usurp the powers of the Hous-; because he was 
perfectty aware that what did take place would 
take placc—that an appeal would be taken from 
the decision of the Cuair to the meeting itself, and 
that the meeting would have to decide it. His de- 
cision was merely provisional, and it was for the 
meeling to correct that decision, if they con- 
cived it to be in error. The Cuar conceived this 
to be no usurpation of the powers of the body; and 
in regard to the observations which had been made 
oa the floor, charging him with having committed 
a monstrous usurpation, he would only say, in re- 
ply tothe gentleman who made these observations, 
if they were made for the purpose of intimidating 
the Crain from performing his duties as he under- 
siood them, they were mistaken in regard to the 
effect which they would have. The Cearr would, 
however „heze observe that, in his belief, there was 
in this mecting at the present time, more of heat 
than of diversity of opinion upon the subject. The 
Cnam made this decision, aware not only that it 
was subject to appeal to the majority of the meet- 
ing itself, but he decided nothing as to the power 
of the members from New Jersey to vote on the 
main question which was in issue—that is to say, up- 
ou the election of Speaker of this louse. The Crain 
considered himself in the place he now cccupied 
for the sole purpose of organiz'ng the House, and 
the moment it was organized, the Cuarrman would 
cail upon them, according to the requisitions of the 
Coustitation to elect a Speaker, and under the 
rules of the House, that election was to be viva voce. 
When that took place, all the powers of the present 
CuairnmMan closed. Bat upon that election of 
Speaker, if any ind.vidual presented himself, 
whom any o'her member of the House believed not 
aathorized to vote, objection could be taken to the 
counting of his vote, and then the House wouid 
finally decide on that question. As to all these 
qazsuons which had been agilatel upon the 
motions to amend the journal, the Caatr would 
only say, a3 he hal said before, that there was 
more heat in them than diversity of opinion; and 
the Cham, above all things, was desirous to 
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a'lay that heat, and bring the meeting to a 
cool and calm decision on the question be- 
fore them; and as to the ultimate result— 
the question whether the New Jersey members 
should vote upon the election of a Speaker, or not 
—he thought it time to settle that question when it 
should arise. At the present moment, when the 
question was made as to who should be counted, 
the Cmar was not compelled to forbid the tellers 
from doing that which they said they would do— 
that is to say, count persons not entitled to vote; and 
in order to prevent that, the Cgair proposed that 
the tellers should report whoever pass.d between 
them, and if any person passed threuzh, whose 
right to vote was contested, to report that fact to 
the meeting. Well, what was the fact? Noob- 
jection was made on either side, toany person who 
passed throegh; and who can tell that the case 
will not be precisely the same in the election of a 
Speaker. Who can teil whether this question will 
ariseat all. Ifit does arise, then the House, be- 
ing organized, will be prepared to decid: itin the 
regnlar form. The Crataman considers that his 
duties will be at an end the moment the House is 
organized; for he will then call upon the House to 
electa Speaker, and whenever objections is made 
to any member voting on that electien, it wiil be 
for the House to decide that question. The CHarr- 
man can decide noihing in regard to that, as he 
was appointed to the Crair for no other purpose 
than to comp'ete the callof the roll of the House, 
and have pat down upon it the name of every per- 
son claiming to be a member. The Crair has 
decided no question whatever which will effect the 
practical point of controversy, aud when the House 


arrived at that, it can decide it freely and fully. | 
Where, then, was the usurpation spoken of in the 


decisions of the Cuar? The Crair has said that 
his sole and greatest object here was, if possible, to 
allay the heat exhibited, and bring every member 
to decide coolly on the question before him. There 
was an expedient whic hhad occurred to the CHAIR 


of avoiding all these questions of difficulty, and ` 


that was a case which occurred in the last Presi- 
dential election. 
recollection of most of the members of this House, 
there was a qnestion whether the vote of the State 
of Michigan should be admitted and counted. 
will be recollected that, at that time, the State had 
not been admitted into the Union, but had formed 
itself into a State Government, and appointed elec- 
tors to vote for President and Vice President. 
When the votes cf the different States were sent in, 


In that case, it will be within the |; 


It |: 


Michigan among the rest,a question arose, the same ` 


in principle with the present question, as to whether ; 


the vote of the State of Michigan should be count- 
ed, and the course taken at that time was this: 
A resolution was presented to the Senate and pass- 
ed, as follows: 

Resolved, That in relation to the votes of Michi- 
gan, ifthe counting or omitting to count them shall 
not essentially change the result of the election, 
they shall be reported by the President of the Se- 


nate in the following manner: “* Were the votes of f 


Michigan to be ccunted, the result would be for 
A. B. for President ot the United States 
votes. If not counted, for A. B. for President of 
the United States —-—~ votes. But in either case 
A. B. is elected President of the United States ” 
And in the same manner for Viee Prezident, 


This resolution was coincided in by the House 


of Representatives, and accordingly when the votes 
were counted up on this floor, the votes of Michi- 
gan were included, and it was announced—for 
Martin Van Buren, if the votes of Michigan be 
counted, 170; if the vutes of Michigan be not 
counted, 167; but in either event, Martin Van Bu- 
ren of New York is elected President of the United 
States. 

It seemed to him that this precedent furni-hed a 
principle by which this whole difficulty might be 
settled. Let the members from New Jersey be 


‘the House to decide. 


of New Jersey were deprived of their representa- 
tion in Congress,-and it was his gvish, above all 
things, if possible, to avoid the suppression of the 
voice of the people of New Jersey. As to the ques- 
tion whether the State of New Jersey should be re- 
presented by one set of men or another set of men, 
he believed there was not much diversity 
of opinion in the House. AL least, for 
himself, he would appeal to the resolution which he 
had offered at the lastse sion. He would appeal 
to that resolution as an evideuce that then, as now, 
his opinion was that a Speaker could not be elected 
until this question was first decided. That was 
his opinion then; it was his opinion now; and he 
had offered this resolution to avoid the very difti- 
culty in which we were now involved. He was of 
opinion then, as now, that the election of Speaker 
could not take place, considerisg the siate of par- 
ties in this House, until the question with regard to 
the New Jersey members was first settled, and he 
had offered that resolution to provide for the case. 
The House chore not to consider that resolution, 
andthe case was unprovided for, and it is now for 
The House, when it is pro- 
perly constituted, will be competent to decide it, 
and it may, before the election of a Speaker, ap- 
pointa committee to examine tuis question be- 
tween the different returns from New Jersey, and 
report that to the House, and the House may decide 
upon it. With respect to the difficulty of persons 
attempting to vote whose rights are disputed, it ap- 
peared by the questicn just setiled, that no such 
case had arixen, and it was premature to look for- 
ward tosucha case. When the question came 
practically up as to whether those members 
should be counted or not, it appeared to him that 
the case of the vote of the State of Michigan, in 
the last Presidential election, would provide a solu- 
tion of that difficulty. And with respect to the 
right of voting of these members, there was a pre- 
ecdentunder the old form of Government, which 
might serve to throw some light on the subject. 
If gentlemen would consult the journals of the old 
Congress, fourth volume, page 406, they would 
find that a gentleman. claiming a seat from the 
Siate of Rhode Island, by the name of Howell, 
rose to speak upon a motion, when he was called 
to order by Mr. Mercer, and a question was 
made whether he had aright to speak or partici- 
pate in the proceedings of Congress, because the 
State of Khode Island only elected members for 
one year, and that year had expired. This ques- 
tion was put to the House in ten or fifteen differ- 
ent forms, as to whethcr the members froms Rhode 
Island should be permitted to vote, and on every 
one of those questions, the members from Rhode 
Island did. vote until the question was finally given 
up. Now with these two precedcnts in view, he 
would ask gentlemen to examine the matter before 
us, and see if they could not come to the solution 
of the question perfectly saiisfactory on all sides, 

Mr. GRAVES made some further remarks in 
suppoit of his motion, 

Mr. WISE said he would state the facts again, 
and as he was very confident in the truth of his re- 


‘, collections, he would ask it of his friend from Kene 


counted as votiag, as he held that to be the due of © 


the people of New Jersey, for he begged the meet- 


_ ting to understand, in the course he hzd taken, that 


it was the right of the people of New Jersey which 
he attempted tu sustain. If those persons were 
prevented from voting who come here commis- 
sioned by the Governor of New Jersey, the people 


` 


i 
ii 


tucky as a personal favor ihat he would withdraw 
bis motion.” He would state again that his col- 
league dil rake the declaration he asserted he 
did; and he was confirmed mm his recollections trom 
the fact when the Cmar reported tothe House 
what had been said by his colleague, the latter rose, 
and correcied him by stating that he said that he 
vould count all who presented themselves, unless 
otherwise directed by the House. In the correct- 
ness of this statement, Mr. W. said he was sus- 
tained by the recollections of all the gentlemen 
round him, both of the Cppositipn and Amiaistra- 
tion parties. 

Mr. GRAVES said it appeared to him that 
there was oniy a misunderstand ng between hime 
selfand the gentleman from Virginia. The gen- 


Heman’s colleague did, it was trae, add the words - 


Stated, bat it was after the decision of the Cuair 
was given. Ii the appeal was made on the ground 
that the gentlemaa from Virginia would, unless 
otherwise directed by the House, &e. and it should 
so appear onthe journa! he wouid vote against 
sustaing the decision of the Cuar. But if it was, 


a O anria 
Wise] bad said, that his ectleague [Mr. Drom. 
aooLer] did notask the opinion ef the Crater, how 
could he (Mr. Wise] have risen in his seat, and 
repelled with such warmih ant indignation the 
charge made by the hencrable member from New 
York, [Mr. VaxpeRPuE.] that the CHAIRMAN had 
beenguilty of an act of usurpation. Sir, it would 
have been usurpation—gross usurpation—and the 
gentleman from New Yor was correct in charac- 
lerizing it as such. Mr. G. after some further re- 
marks, withdrew his motion. 

Mr. RHETT rose, and asked the consent of 
the House io make another correction of the jour- 
nal. It wasas to the power of the Cra in the 
place he occupied. This correction had now be- 
come important, to know what were the powers of 
the Carr. 

Mr. R. here read his motion as follows, and 
hoped he would get the unanimous cunsent of the 
House to its adopiion: 

“Mr. Ruett moved a resolution that Mr. Lewis 
Witiuams, beirg the oldest inember of the House 
of Representatives, be appointed a Chairman of 
this House, to serve until the election of a Speaker. 

“Mr, Wittiams of jecting to serve, 

“Mr. Ruetr moved the following resolation: 

“Resolved, That the Hon. Jens Quincy Apams 
be appointed Chairman of this House until the 
the House be organized by the election of a 
Speaker. 

“Mr. Ruerr then put the question to the mem- 
bers on the adoption of the resolution, and the 
same being carried, Mr. Apams was conducted to 
the Chair.” 

The motion being read, the gu2:ton was put, 
an! it was carried without a division. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, from Tennessee, rose 
and said, that if the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Dexcax,] who was entitled to the floor, would 
allow him to do so, he wished to submit a sug- 
gestion to the House, that might, and he hoped 
wonld, terminate the difficulties by which the 
House had been embarrassed the past week—that 
he did not propose to submit a proposition to take 
the place of the resolution now under considera- 
tion, and thereby deprive his friend from Ohio of 
the privilege of addressing the House upon that 
question, but to make a bare suggesticn, that would 
mect the approbation of both sides of the House. 

Mr. DUNCAN having yielded the floor, 


Mr. JOHNSON proceeded to say that he had 
witnessed, with great regret, the course of proceed- 
ings since Monday last—that we had become so 
much involved in technicalities, and so much em- 
barrassed by the rules and questions of order that 
had been made, that he did not see any probable 
end to the difficulty, unless by some kind of com- 
promise—that he was himself sincerely desirous of 
setiling fairly and justly the rights of the several 
claimants to seats on th-s floor; and he was sure 
that the other members present had similar feelings 
and wishes. The American pecple expected this 
at our hands, and he did not know that either party 
had acquired any credit in the conflict which had 
been kept up since Monday morning. He said, 
whilst the Cnharrman was addressing the House, 
and making some suggestions as to the mode in 
which it might be done, and the manner in which 
the House di: posed of the vote of Michigan, which 
was centested in the last Presidential election, it oc- 
curred to bim there could be no difficulty, upon 
some similar principles, of adjusting the present 
controversy to the satisfaction of the Mouse and 
the country. He therefore arose to suggest that if 
the House would appoint a commiitee of the pru- 
dent, discreet, cautious men, seme six or ten men, 
an equal number from each side of the House, and 
adjourn over until Monday, he felt confident that 
in the mean lime the subject misht be fully ex- 
amined, and some means suggested by which all 
our diffienlties might be avoided. Let each party 
in the House select from among themselves three 
or five men having the confidence of their political 
friends, distinguished, as he hoped they would be, 
for their wisdom aad moderaticn, and he had no 
question that some mode of action would be agreed 


on, by which the objects we all aim at may be ac- 7 


complished, acd justice done to the parties claiming 


as bis honorable friend fiend from Virginia (Mr. I 
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this sort should be agreed to on all sides, he did not 
see when this House would be organized, and ready 
to transact the business for whieh they were sent 
here by the people. Mr. J. said he was not autho- 
rized to submit such a proposition to the House, 
unless by the general consent of the House. 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the previous question 
on the appeal. 

Mr. PETRIKIN called the gentleman from In- 
diana to erder. : 

Tie CHAIR stated that, as the gentleman from 
Obio (Mr. Duncan] was entitled to the floor, the call 
for the previcus question was notin order. 

Mr. PROFFIT said, then I bow to the decision 
of the Cuar. But Iak if I may be allowed to 
answer the speech of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see. (Cries of order.) He had no idea that a gen- 
leman, who was one of the principal causes of 
the difficulty in which the House was involved, 


‘ and whose course, with that of his friends, had 


kept them the whole week consuming time in de- 
bate, instead of organizing for the despatch of the 
public business, should he be permitted to come 
forward with propositions to compromise— 
{Several voices were heard calling the gentleman 
from Indiana to order.] i 
Mr. DUNCAN. We have not kept the House 


gentleman to order. 


from organizing, nor have we occasioned the de- i 


bates that have occupied the time of the House for 
the past week. All the difficulty in which the 
House was involved, and all the debate that had 
ensued, had been caused by those who wished to 


: force on the House as members, persons who, it 


was notorious, had not been elected by the people. 

Mr. PROFFIT [taking his sea!] said: I shall yet 
have an oppcrtunity cf taking hold of the gentle- 
man 2nd a few others. 

Mr. CHINN said that he was perfectly aware 
that he was cut of order in now rising, and there- 
fore asked the indulgence of the House while he 
made a proposition that he thought would meet 
the views of a majority of the gentlemen present. 
Mr. C. then read the fullowing: 

Resolved, That the Cierx be instructed to pro- 
ceed in the call of the members of this House, not 
omitting the five members from New Jersey who 
hold the Governor’s certificate, and proceed thus 
ontil all the members are called, after which the 
House thus called shall proceed to the election of a 
Speaker, and if it should appear that any member 
has voted whose srat is contesied, that then the 
House, still acting under the government of its 
Cuairman, shall proceed to determine the question 


: seats here, and to the people. Unless something of | address the House again on that subject if 


a proposition for a compromise could be ac- 
cepted. He would agree never to speak again 
on this subjeet, rather than that any gentleman 
who wished to make an important explanation, 
necessary to elucidate the subject, should be pre. 
vented from so doing. He therefore felt bound to 
yield the floor to the gentleman from New Jersey, 
{Mr. Dickrrson.] 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland rose toa point of 
order. The gentleman, he said, had not a right to 
yield the floor for the purpose of adjudging it to 
any other gentleman. If he gave it up, the Cour 
must designate who was to cecupy it. 

Mr. DICKERSON attempted to address the 
Cnair, but was prevented from being heard by 
loud cries of order! order! from gentlemen of the 
Opposition party. Much confusion prevailed, and 
the noise was kept up so as to prevent Mr. D from 
proceeding. 

Mr. GRAVES protested against the right of the 
gentleman from Ohio to yield the floor, and at the 
same designate the person who was to cccupy it. 

Several voices were heard, saying ‘he gentle- 
man from Ohio is onthe floor;” and cries of order 
continued. 

Mr. WISE hoped the Cuai would bring the 
I hope, said he, the CHAIR 
will.make us all take our seats, and not let us all 
talk at a time. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL made a few observations, 
which were not heard, from the noise and confu- 
sion prevailing at the time. 

Mr.CRAIG submitted to the Caair whether, when 
the gentleman from Ohio yielded the floor to the 
gentleman from New Jersey, he was not entitled 
to it; and he submitted to the gentlemen present, 
whether they would not, at Jeastas a matter of 


; ccurtesy, suffer the gentleman from New Jersey to 


go on. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Md. again denied the power 
of the gentleman from Ohio to yield the floor to 
any person he pleased. When the gentleman 
yields the floer, he repeated, it is for the Crair 
alone to cecide who is to cecupy it. 

Mr. DICKERSON again attempted to address 
the Crater, but was again interrupted by loud cries 
of “Order ! order ™ from the gentlemen of the Op- 
position, and prevented from proceeding. 

Mr. JENIFER then rose and moved “that the 
gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Dickerson] 


© have permission to address the House, not as a 
> 


as to who Shall have the right tothe seats thus con- ` 


tested. It being expressly understood that such 
decisien shal! not be final, bat only determine who 
are entitled to take their seats to assist in the orga- 
nization of the House. 


Mr. CHINN, on, being called to order by seve- 


ral gentlemen, resumed his seat. 
Mr. DICKERSON from New Jersey rose, and 


appealed to his friend from Ohio to yield the floor 


to him to enable him to make an explanation. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland insisted on the 
rules of the House being preserved; and that if the 


genfleman from Ohio yielded his place again, he - 


should not be permitted himself to decide who was 
to speak. These propositions, which were sprang 


on them on a sudden, gave rise to debate that . 


might be endless. 


Mr. DUNCAN observed that he held himself | 


under noo’ ligations to yield the floor to any gen- 


tleman, and certainly he was under no disposition | 


to do ic fer the purpose that the gentleman from 
Maryland supposed—that propositions might be 
sprang upon them of a sudden. Bat, sir, (said 
Mr. D.) it has always been the custom in the 
House for gentlemen to yield the floor when it was 
asked for the purpose of making an explanation. 
He had never known that when a member yielded 
the floor for such a purpose that it occasioned the 
loss of it. 
lost nnihing by this customary act of courtesy and 


< good feeling, for it never had been the rule of the 


House to deprive him of the privilege of going on 
with his speech. Now, he was not in a hurry 
about making a speech; he had no desire of hear- 
ing himself talk, and he would agree never to 


` House, I call for his credentials. 


He was always at liberty to go'en; he © 


i 


question of right, but of courtesy.” 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said he would like to 
know the ground on which objection was made to 
the gentleman’s sddressing the House? 

Mr. GRANGER said he would answer his col- 
league. fe objected to the gentleman’s speaking, 
because he came here to contest the seats of gentle- 
men who had the certificates of the Governor of the 
State of New Jersey that they were duly elected 
the Representatives from that State. 

Mr. GRAVES made some remarks, which were 
not heard. 

Mr. JENIFER renewed his motion. , 

Mr. VANDERPOEL cbjected to the motion. 
He could not permit it to be said that the gentle- 


. man from New Jersey addressed the Flouse as a 


matter of ceurtesy. The gentieman asked no fa» 
vors, but demanded it as a right; and in fact be 
had as much right to address the House as any 
gentleman present. 

Mr. DUNCAN also repelled the idea of the 


- gentleman’s addressing the House as a maiter of 
_ courtesy. The gentleman, he said, must address 


the House as a maiter of right, and not of courtesy, 
or netat all. 


Mr. WISE observed that this, then, was the best 
form in which they could try the question involved, 
If, said he, Mr. Dicrersos attempts to address the 
As to Mr. Dict- 
ERSON, I will extend te him as a friend every cour- 
tesy; but I only know him here through the law. I 
ask him, therefore, to produce his ciedentials; and 
this will be as good a mode of deciding this ques» 
tion as any other. 


Mr. JOHNSON rose to a question of order. 


' The gentleman from Ohio, he said, must either 


take his seat, or progress in his remarks. He in- 


oe 


` yigtded the floor. 


sisted that the Cuar 
either to take his seat or go cn. 


Mr. DUNCAN stiil continuing on the floor, 


Mr. PROFFIT rose and 


were got heard. 
Seferal gentlemen called Mr. Prorrit to order; 


when , 
The CHAIR asked if the gentleman from Ohio 


iMr. DUNCAN 
eral genticmen requesting M 
is remarks, he commenced with a 
which were not heard. He knew, he said, the | 
principles he was acting cn, and knew that they 
were in accordance with those entertained by the | 
people of the United States. He knew he was main- | 
taining the princi 
their preservation on the purity of the elective 
franchise, and be cared not whether this was as- 
saulted by management or stratagem; he was | 
equally bound to defend it. 
he said, 
it was discussed now or hereatter; its meils must 
be gone into, and all the efforts ef the Opposition te 
prevent it woald be fruitless and unavailing. 
What was the history of this matter? It was well 
known to every gentleman here, and the know- 
ledge of the fact was so general that it was almost 
useless lo repeat it; but, as other gentlemen had 
done it, he would do it from the same motive; and 
that was, for home consumption. 
Mr. D. then went on to detail the preceedings of 


r. D. to proceed in 
few remarks 


the CLerk in calling the House to order, and call- | 
ted by coming | 


he was arres 
New Jersey, which he said 
with law, and with 


ing over the roll until 
to the members from 
was in conformity with usage, 
the obligations imposed on him by the sanctity of | 
an oath. He himself, Mr. D. said, had inter- 
rupted the CLerk when, in calling the roll, he came 
to the State of New Jersey, but perhaps in too 
low a voice to be heard; and he had determined 
beforehand not to let the gentlemen who 
came here without having a majority of the 
popular vote, be called. Whether the CLERK 
was solely interrupted by his objections, er 
from any other cause, he did not know; but 
this he did know, that the Ciere did not pursue the 
course because required of him by the Democratic 
party. Did the Cuerk do right, or did he do wrong? 
If he was right, then all the censures for waste of the 
public time and the public money, must rest upon 
those who opposed his proceeding with the call 
of the roll, because he submitted the decision in 
the case of the New Jersey members to the House 
itself. If he was wrong, then let all these censures 
rest on those who have supported him in the course 
he has taken. Mr. D said the CrerK was right. 
He was bound by the very nature of his duty, and 
by the oath he had taken, to act as he had done. 
What was his duty? He was bound by his duty 
to enrol the names of the members of the Twen- 
ty-sixth Congress. He had evidence, conclusive 
to his mind, that Jonn B. Aycrice, Jonn P.B. 
Maxwett, Winam Hatsten, Craries C, 
Srraatron, and Thomas J. Yorke, were not elected | 
members of the Twenty-sixth Congress. He had 
evidence of that fact in his possession, and what 
would be his situation, Mr. D. asked, had heen- 
rolled their names, and called them as member: of 
this Congress? Sir, (said Mr. D.) he would be 
looked upon by the moral intelligence of the 
country, as having violated the obligations 
of duty, and the sanctity of an oath, He 
had eviderce that they were not members of 
the Tweaty-sixth Congress, and he submitted the | 
question involved to the House, suggesting a post- i 
ponement of the case of the New Jersey members 


until the rest of the roll should be called overand a l 


quorum ascertained. Tt had been contended stre- 
nuously that these five gentlemen possessed, as evi- 
dence cf their cleaticn, the certifieste of the Go- 
vernor of New Jersey, with the “broad seal” of the ` 
State, and that tkis was the only evidence be wax 

entitled toreccive. The whoie argnment, from — 
that time to this, pnts him in mind of a little book 
he had reed on logic, and from which he weold 


Id order the gentleman | ; j 
a peen | The fact, according to this 


This qnestion must, | 
be discussed, and it mattered not whether | 


said a few words that | 


replied in the negative; and se- 


ples here which depended for | 
|i prima facie evidence of 


cite a few examples: “Wentiemen wear boots; ; 


A B wears beots; therefore A R is a gen- 
tleman.” ‘Ladies wear cersets; Miss A 


‘| radise, which covered ten 


‘| sey and 
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therefore Miss A is a lady.” 
logic, that A B wears 
boots, is prima facie evidence that he isa gentleman; 
and the fact that Miss A wears corsets, 1S prima 
facie evidence that she is a lady. And yet, said 
Mr. D. I have known many men to wear boot: 
| who are not gentlemen, and many women and 
| girls to wear corsets who are not ladies. (Mach 
laughter.) The wearing of boots and corsets is 
so gencral, that it no longer furnishss evidence of 
the wearers being gentlemen and ladies. £o also 
with members of Congress. The certificate and 
“broad seal” is so common to members of Cen- 
gress, that it is no longer prima facie evidence o! 
| membership. He knew pretended members of 
| Congress who bear the certificates and broad seals, 
l who are not members; and it was gelting so com- 
| mon, that the fact of their having such was net 
their membership. We have 
heard much (said Mr. D.) about this “broad seal,” 
and he did not know that it was worth while to 
say much about it; he had. heard it mentioned at 
least one thousand times in the course of this de- 
: bate. It seemed that it was a very broad seal 
i indeed. One gentleman held thatit was not the 
! track of acali’s foot, but of an ox’s feot. As he 
it must be as bread as the 
foot of Milton’s devil when he was cast out of Pa- 
acres. At least it was 
Lroad enough to cover two townships in New Jer- 
neutralize the Democratic votes of a whole 
State. Now he wanted to know what there was in 
reality about this seal to give il so much impor- 
tance. He supposed it derived its solemnity aud 
consideration from its antiquity. If so, it must be 
remembered that it had its origin in the days of 
ignorance, when men conld neither read nor write. 
In Eng!and, it had been the fate of the broad seal, to 
which gentlemen attached so much importance, to 
be cast into the Thames, where it now lies. King 
James II threw it into the river, thinking that by 
the loss of the “great seal,” he could get rid of some 
obligations imposed on him. According to the 
doctrines of gentlemen, therefore, if they want to 
hunt for the great seal of England, they must go to 
the bottom of the Thames for it. 

Now he had stated that the Crerg had the most 
: conclusive evidence in his possession, that the 


wears corsets; 


| remarked last evening, 


| names he had read were not members of the 


| Twenty-sixth Congress, and therefore, he was so- 
| lemnly bound by his duty, not to enrol them as 
i members of the Twenty-sixth Congress. He 
asked, therefore, the reading of that evidence. 

The Crerk then read the following documents, 
which had been filed in his office: 


The following is the certificate of the Secretary 
of State of New Jersey, showing the returns of 
election on record in his office: 

State or New JERSEY, Ss. 

I, James D. Westcott, Secretary of State of New 
Jersey, do hereby certify that, apon a careful ex- 
amination of all the returns made by the several 
clerks of the respective counties in said State, and 
filed in my office, and also of returns of votesgiven 
in the townships of Sonth Amboy, in the county of 


berland, verified by the affidavits of the several 
township cfficers of election in said townships re- 
spectively, which township returns were not in- 
cluded in the returns of the clerks of said counties 
of Middlesex and Cumberland, and which were di- 
rected to be filed by the Governor, and now remain 
on file in my office, of the e’ection for members to 
represent this State in the House of Representatives 
of the Twenty-sixth Congress of the United States 
held on the 9:h and 10th days of October, 1838, it 
appears that i 


yPnilemon Dickerson had - 28,453 votes 
Manning Force - . - 28,314 & l 
vPeter D. Vroem - - 28492 *“ 
i „Daniel B. Ryall - - 25.441 “ 
| vWilliam R Cuoper - - 28,455 “ 
„Joseph Kile ~ - - 28,426 © 
John B. - yerigg - - 98234 « 
John P. B. Maxwell - - 28,393 « 
Wm. Halsted - - - 98,337 “ 
- Joseph F. Randolph >- - 28,497 « 
Thomas Jones Yorke - - 98'391 H 
Charles C. Stratton = -< 28396 “ 


Middlesex, and of Millville, in the county of Cum- | 


| 


| 


f 
i 
| 
i 
| 
i 
j 


hich it appears that, at said ele 
Philemon Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, Daniel B. 
Ryall, William R. Cooper, Joseph Kille, and Jo- 
seph F. Randolph, received a majority of the whole 
number of votes given in the State of New Jersey 
for Representatives of said State in the House of 
Representatives of the Twenty-sixth Congress of 
the United States. 

In testimony whereof, Ihave hereunto set my 
hand and affixed my seal cf i fiice, at 
the city of Trenton, in said Staic, this 
95th day of October, in the year of 
our Lord, 1859, and of the Indepen- 
dence of the United States the sixty- 
fourth. 

JAMES D. WESTCOTT. 

{Various other statements, ad much festimery 
legally taken, was read from the Crirn’s tabie, 
going to show, beyond controversy, that the mem- 
bers who hold the certificates ef the Governor 
were not elected, but that the Democratic claim- 
ants received a legal majorily of the votes of the 
people of New Jersey.] 


And by ¥ 


The following are copies of the resolts of ths 


polis of the districts of Mifiville and Scuth Ambey, 
legally certified to by the judges and inspectors el 
election; and also certified by the clerks of C 
berland and Middlesex counties as being on pew 
in their respective offices, and which, ty the Uscr- 
pation of power and violatien of law by said 
clerks, were suppressed or withheld, and which ibe 
Governor and Privy Council of New Jersey fatiest 
to count in the resul! upon which they granted cer 
lificates to the Federal members: 

We, the judges and irs-ecters of the election el 
the township of South Amboy, in the County oi 
Middlesex, do hereby certify that having proceeded 
to receive the votes of the voters of the soki iwn- 
ship, the following is a true list of all the exc! 
datcs voted for, of the offices propesed for them, and 
of the number of votes for each: 

For members of the Twenty-sixth Congress of the 
United Statis. 


d 


Philemon Dickerson had - - 296 votes. 
Manning Force - - - 296 “ 
Peter D. Vroom - - - 296 “ 
Daniel B. Ryall - - - 296 “ 
William R. Cooper - - 295 “ 
J. seph Kille - - - 296 “ 
John B. Aycrigg - - - 44 “ 
: Johu P. B. Maxwell - - 44 “ 
. William Halsted - - - 45 " 
' Joseph F. Randolph - - - 44 
Lharles C. Stratton - - - 44 6 
Thomas J. Yorke - - - 44 “ 
For Councils for tke State of New Jersey. 
James T. Dann - - - 292 6 
George T. McDowell - - 44 6 
For Assemlly. 
Francis W. Briadly - - - 294 “ 
James Dunham - - - 295 “ 
Merrit Mundy - - - 294 “ 
Clarkson Brown - - - 305 “ 
Daniel B. Applegate - - - 41 “ 
George P. Malleson - - - 42 “> 
Lewis Galding - - - 43 “ 
Adam Lee - - - - 4“ 
For Sheriff. 
Ab’m W. Brown -~ - - 340 “ 
For Coroners. 
Daniel S. Garrigues - - - 295 “ 
George B. Stelle - - - 296 “ 
Robert Carson - - - 296 “ 
John S. Hoagland - - = 44 “ 
Edmund Denhan - - $ 44.6 
William Hutchison - - š 44 “ 


The whole number of votes taken, three hundred 
and for y. 

i Io oe ee we have hereunto set our 
ands and affixed our seals, the t i f Ocio- 
Cee , the tenth day of Octo 
NATHANIEL HILLYER, [L s] 

JAMES M. WARN, [1.s.] 
STEPHEN BEULEAD, [1. s.] 
Judges ct Eteciion and Inspectors. 


s 


ts 


: Stare or New Jersey, 


j MIDDLESEX COUNTY, $. $: 
. Nicholas Booraem, Cierk of the ecunty of 


Middlesex aforesaid, do hereby certify that the 


foregoing isa true copy from an original paper, on 
file in my office, and that the said original paper 
has the following endorsement, to wit: “fouth 
Amboy return of votes, October, 1838, not pursu- 
ant to law, received October 12, 1838. 

N. BOORAEY, Clerk. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto 


Clerk. 


We, the judge and inspectors of election in the 
township of Millville, in the couaty of Cumber- 
land, du hereby certify, that having proceeded to 
receive the votes of the voters of the said town- 
ship, the following is a list of all the candidates 
voted for, of the offices proposed for them, and the 
number of votes for each: 

For Congress. 
Joseph Kille, Salem 206 votes. 


William R. Cooper, Gloucester - 206 “ 
Daniel B. Ryall, Monmouth ’ - 26 “ 
Peter D. Vroom; Somerset - - 206 * 
Manning Force, Morris - - 205 * 
Philemon Dickerson, Passaic - 206 “ 
Thomas Jones Yorke, Salem - 100 “ 
Charles C. Stratton, Gloucester =- 100 “ 
Joseph F. Randolph, Monmouth - 100 “ 
William Halstead, Mercer - - 100 * 
John P. B. Maxwell, Warren - 100 “ 
John B. Aycrigg, Bergen - - 100 “ 


For Members of the Legislative Council. 


Israel Stratton - - - 196 votes. 
Nathaniel Foster - - - 110 * 
For Members of General Assembly. 
Samuel Bowen - - - 206 votes. 
David Whitecar - - - 207 * 
David Jones - - - 206 “ 
Isaac H. Hampton - - 97 “ 
Belford M. Bonbam - - J00 “ 
John Elmer - - - 100 “ 
For Sheriff. 
David Campbell - - - 306 “ 
For Coroners. l 
Jonathan Brooks - - - 206 “ 
Thomas M. Barracliff - - 206 “ 
Charles Shute - - - 206 “ 
David W. Carnes - - - 99 “ 
Lemuel Dare - - - 100 “ 
Robert Fithian, Stock Creek - - 100 “ 


Who'e number of votes, 306.” 


In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our 
hands and seals this tenth day of October, A. D. 
one theusand eight hundred and thirty-eight. 


PRESTON STRATTON, Judge. [L. s ] 
WM. CHARLESWORTH, Insp [£ s] 
ISAAC BUZBY, Inspt. {L. S.] 
Lewis Meprcep, Jr. Clerk. 
*The words, ‘whole number of votes three hun- 
dred and six,” were interlined before signing. 


We, the subscribers, residents and freeholders in 
the township of Millville, do hereby certify that 
William Charlesworth was duly and legally 
elected one of the Inspectors of an election for 
members of Congress, members of Council, As- 
sembl: , Sheriff, and Coroners, held in the town- 
ship of Millville, in the county cf Cumberland, on 
the ninth and tenth day of October, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-eight, in the room and place of 
Nathaniel Foster, who, being a candidate, could 
not serve. 

l WM. STRATTON, [c.s 
JAMES M. BROOKFIELD, Iz. s} 
JOHN OTTERSON, [e s] 


State of New Jersey, Cumberland county, ss. 

I, Josiah Fithian, Clerk of the Court of Common 
Pleas in and for said county, do certify that the 
foregoing are true copics of the original certificates 
received by me at my house, by the hands of Wil- 
liam Stratton, on Saturday, the thirteenth day of 
October, A. D. 1838, between the hours of ten and 
eleyen o’clock in the afternoon of said day. 


a a a te ear peta met 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


«3322r In testimony whəreof, I have here- 
SMES. unto sabscribed my name, and affixed 
zaa ‘Sec my seal of office, this eighteenth day 
Je of October, anno Domini one thou- 


sand eight hundred and thirty-eight. 
JOSIAH FITHIAN, Clk. 

While the Creri was progressing with this tes- 
timony, he was interrupted by 

Mr. HALSTED, who rose to a question sf 
order, and inquired whether it was competent for 
the gentleman from Ohio to have read as part of 
his speech, evidence which was taken contrary to 
the laws* of New Jersey. We have, said he, abun- 
dance of testimony taken in accordance with the 
law, which they also could produce. 

Mr. DUNCAN. The gentleman can have his 
testimony read, if he pleases, at a proper time. 

The CHAIR said that when the reading of pa- 
pers was called for, and not objected to at the time, 
the reading must be suffered to go on. 

Mr. WHITE rose toa qaes'ion of order. He 
asked if these depositions were taken under legal 
notice, and in conformity with the laws of the 
State of New Jersey. 

The CHAIR said that the documents were read 
as a part of the gent!eman’s speech. 

Mr. WHITE said he objected to the reading of 
depositions taken without notice and in due form 
of law. He protested against the reading of such 
depositions when the rights of gentlemen were 
thereby infringed. 

Mr. CRAIG observed that these depositions 
were not to bind any one, and gentlemen could 
form such opinions with regard to them as they 
thought proper. He understood, however, that 
the documents now being read formed part of the 
evidence that was before the Executive Council of 
New Jersey, and the legality was not then con- 
tested. He submitted to gentlemen whether it 
could be considered fair to suppress any of the tes- 
timony necessary for a correct understanding of the 
question. 

Mr. WHITE renewed his appeal to the Cram 
on the point of order, and was proceeding to dis- 
cuss it; when 

Mr. TURNEY called him to order. 

The CHAIR said, that when an objection was 
made to the reading of a document, the rule re- 
quired that the question as to reading it must be de- 
termined by a vote of the House. 

Mr. DUNCAN observed that the reason why he 
wanted the reading of the documents was, that he 
had stated that the five gentlemen whose names he 
mentioned had not the evidence of membership re- 
quired hy the laws of New Jersey. This he had 
repeatedly stated, both in public and in private, 
and he therefore desired the reading of these docu- 
ments to support the truth of what he said. He 
had aright to have them read forhis own security, 
for they would prove conclusively to every unpre- 
judiced mind that the certificates and “broad seal” 
produced by these gentlemen were not in conformity 
with the laws of the State of New Jersey. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiania inquired if the 
papers were private papers belonging to the gentle- 
man from Ohio, or papers in the possession of the 
House. 

The CHAIR said that they were papers lying 
on the Cuerr’s table, 

Mr. GARLAND. Then it seemed that they 
were papers belonging to the Cuerr’s ( flice, and if 
the gentleman from Ohio had a right to have them 
read, any gentleman here might eal! for the reading 
ofall the documents in the Crerk’s cffice. Now, 
what I understand from the rule is this: that papers 
may be read if they are private property, and not 
if they are public records. 

Mr. TILLINGHAS?Y gave it as his opinion 
that the papers could not be read without the as- 
sent of the House, and referred gentlemen to Jef- 
ferson’s Manual in support of his opinion, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL was informed that these 
papers were returned to the Governor of New Jer- 

*We learn, from the very best authority, that the 
law alluded to by Mr. HALSTED has been enacted 
subsequently to the taking of these depositions, and 
was passed for the purpose of attempting to invali- 
date them. 


31 


sey, and laid before the Privy Council, and were 
part of the evidence cn which they acted: papers 
which Mr. Dicxerson, and those who claim with 
him, had no ag ncy in procuring. I should be 
glad, said Mr. V. to have these papers before the 
House in some form. Tsay give us light. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I must correct the gentle- 
man. These papers never were before the Privy 
Council. 

Mr. VANDERFOEL. Iam authorized to say 
by Mr. Dickerson and Mr. Vrocm that they were. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. The gentlemen are mis- 
taken: they were not before the Privy Council. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL. These papers are copies, 
but does the gentleman mean to deny that the ori- 
ginal papers, of which these are copies, were be- 
fore the Governor and Council of New Jersey? 

Mr. RANDOLPH. No, sir. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL. Then I will submit it 
to the House, whether the denial of the honorable 
gentleman was ncta quibble. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I do not deny that they 
were laid before the Council, and placed on file, 
bat the question of their reception was argued, and 
ably argued, and one of the points decided was, 
that they should not be received. 

Mr. WHITE referred to the Manual, to show 
thay no member could read papers without the 
leave of the House. 

Mr. BYNUM. [hope that if this House means 
to preserve even the appearance of justice, that 
these documents may be permitted toberead I 
hope, for the credit of the House, that this investi- 
gation may be conducted in a fair and impartial 
manner, and that no testimony may be suppressed 
which is necessary to a correct understanding of 
the question. Why, we have had gentlemen acting 
almost like attorneys here—feed attorneys, for 
aught I know—cccupying almost the whole time of 
the House, with arguments and testimony on one 
side, while not one word of testimony has been per- 
mitted to be given on the other. Weak must be 
the argument, weak must be the cause, which re- 
quires such a support. 

Mr WHITE. If the gentleman will state that 
this testimony was taken in conformity with the 
laws of New Jersey, I will withdraw my objec- 
tions to it. 


Mr. BYNUM. Ihave nothing to do with the 
laws of New Jersey. Iam for the people of New 
Jersey, and their right to say who shall be their 
Representatives here. Statement after statement, 
and ceriificate after certificate, has been read on 
one side, while not one particle of evidence has 
been suffered to come out on the part of the 
other. Now if gentlemen can succeed in pre- 
venting the people of New Jersey from being 
heard on this floor, we understand the game they 
are playing; but we want also to understand the 
game that the people of New Jersey are playing, 
and we want also to hear what evidence they ad- 
duce to justify the Representatives they have cho- 
sen in taking thei: seats here. If gentlemen have 
that candor and that fairness which all ought to 
possess, they would say at once to us: Bring forward 
your evidence, let it be read, and we will then 
bring forward evidence to counteract it, Mr. B. 
protes‘ed against the never ending quibbling manner 
in which gentlemen sought to suppress the evidence 
which operated against them. He hoped, if this kind 
of objecticns were persisted in, that the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Duncan] would read thats:atement 
frem the Cuar. This ke had aright todo, if 
gentlemen, in courtesy to him, would not permit it 
to be done by the Crerx. Gentlemen of the Op- 
positicn wou!d therefore gain bat liltle by prevent- 
ing the CLERK from reading the lestimory. it was 
the truth, they were attempting to stifle, which, 
sozner or later, must come before the werid, when 
their object in endeavoring to suppress it, would 
be clearly orderstood. 

Mr. DUNCAN, at the solicitation of Mr. 
CRAIG, gave way for a motion of adjournment. 

And the House acjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, December 9, 1839. __ 
Mr. STRANGE appeared in his seat this morn- 


ing. 


Mr. ALLEN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to wait 
on the President of the United States, and to inform 
him that a quorum of the Senate has assembled, 
and that the Senate is ready to receive any com- 


monication of an Executive character which he | 


may make. 

No objection being made, the resolution was 
considered and agreed to, and Messrs. ALLEN 
and WRIGHT were appointed the committee. 

Mr. TAPPAN offered the foliowing resolution, 
which lays over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to the Senate: 

1. Whst would be the effect upon the military 
service of the country, of a regulation by wh'ch all 
officers of the army, on arriving at sixty years of 


age, should be permitted to retire from service upon 


half pay. 

2. What would be the probable annual charge 
upon the Treasury of such a regulation. 

This being the day designated for the election of 
the officers cf the Senate, the Senate proceeded to 
bal'ot for a Secretary, and on counting the ballots 
the following was declared to be the result: 

Whole number of ballots 

For Asbury Dickens 37 

Mr. Dickens, accordingly, was declared to be 
Unanimously re-elected. l 

The oath of cffice was then administered to Mr. 
Dickens by the CHAIR. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballet for a Ser- 
geant-at-Arms and Doorkeeper, and the following 
was declared to be the result: 


Whole number of ballots - - 37 
For Stephen Haight - - 36 
Mr. Bassett - - - 1 


Mr. Haircut was accordingly declared to be 
re elected, and tock the oath of office. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for an Assist- 
ant Doorkeeper, and the following was declared 
to be the result: 


First Second Third 
ballot, ballot, „balot 
For Mr. Beal, 15 17 20 
Basse tt, 6 8 6 
Dyer, 2 6 7 
Robinson, 3 2 3 
Hanna, 2 2 1 
Hanson, 1 
Randolph, 4 1 
Owner, 1 
Have, 1 
Scott, 1 1 
Spencer, 1 


Mr. Beat haying, on the third ballot, received a 
majority ofthe whole number of votes, was de- 
clared to be elected, and took the oath of office. 

Mr. HUBBARD gave notice that he would, at 
the earliest day it would be in order to do go, ask 
leave to bring in a bill to establish a toard/of c: m- 
missioners to hear and determine claimé against 
the United States. f . 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Moxpay, Decembeg 9, 1839. 

At 12 o'clock the CHAIRMAN (Mr. Apams) 
called the House to order, when the/journal of Sa- 
lurcay was read, | H 

Tie question was then stated by/he CHAIR to 
be on the cbjections of Mr. WHITE of Kentneky 
to the reading of certain decu 


į 
f 
} 


meg's by the CLERK, 
the reading of which had beenfealled for by Mr. | 


DUNCAN, in the course of hM speech, 

Mr. GRANGER addressed the House at some 
length upon this point. He took it for granted, 
from the course of the majority in the House, and 
the langnage of the official organ of the Acminis- 
tration, that the majority—the one hundred and 
twenty-one members—were determined to settle 
this question with regard to the New Jersey mem- 
bers, before the Honse proceeded to organ‘ze, by 
the election of a Speaker, and other cfficers. if 


this was the course intented to be pursued, and if | 


it was determined in the House that the testimony 
on the part of cre set of persons from New Jersey 
should be presented to the House, he thought it im- 
portant that an opportunity should be given the 


members on the other side to present testimony also 
to the House. If testimony on one side was to be read 


here, the other side sheuld also have the opportunity ' 
He took it that - 
+ according to t s 
. ballot boxes and reje t ) 
ld be pre- ` the votes of aliens or other disqualified persons had 


For himself, he weu'd pre- ` 


to take testimony to rebut it. i | 
no man was prepared to vete for hearing testimony 
onone side, who would not be willing to hold the 
case open until the whole testimony cou 
sented cn both sides. 
fer another course of proceeding; but 
nistration party preferred this course, and 


asthe Admi- 


themselves, he would vote for the readi 
papers. The only difficulty with him, 


Howse. 
would rest upon the House such a 
had never before rested upon it. It wonld then be 
for the majority to say, whether, in cases like these, 
ihe regular certificates of the properly constituted 
authorities shall be passed by, in order that the 


the volunteer certificates of persons unknown here, 
and only under the obligations of anoath before a 
justice of the peace. Mr. G. contended that the 


precedent, and cited cases to show what a tenden- 
cy it might have. He contended, if this doctrine 
was once established, the votes of whole States 
might be thrown away in cases where the election 


sentatives. Delaware, Michigan, and Arkansas 
were each represented on this floor by a single Re- 
presentative; and in case of a warmly contested 


question would eventually devolve upon the House 


from voting upon the election of a President, if 
this new doctrine was once establisted. 
Mr. VANDERPOEL said the question was, 


read by the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Duncan.} 


tested member from New Jersey, (Mr. Ranpopn,] 
he thought the House would immediately be pre- 
pared to act, not only upon this question of order, 
| but upon the point, which set of gentlemen should 

be regarded as the legal and genuine members of 
this House. 
when he submitted his first remarks on Tuesday 
last, was, that if the House could be convinced 
that Mr. Dickerson and his associates had actually 


by the board of canvassers, who presided over the 
boxes, and whose duty it was to receive and can- 
vass the votes, and pass upon the qualifications of 
the voters, it would be its duty, at once, to do what 


would say, their certiticate, nunc pro tune, and let 
them take theirseats. In order to ascertain these 
questions of facts clearly and distinctly, he would 
prepound to the gentlsman from New Jersey, he- 
fore him, (Mr. RaxpsLpu] a few questiens. The 
| first question he would ask that honcrable gentle- 


and the canvass made by the canvassing officers 
who received the votes; Mr. Dicxrrsow and his as- 


votes? 
Mr. RANDOLPH answered yes; that, including 


to vote, they did. 

The next question he would ask the gentleman, 
was, whether if the towns of Millville and South 
Amboy were included, Messrs. D.ckerson and his 


vote? 

Mr. RANDOLPH responded that they would; 
that he would not deny that the towns of Millville 
and South Amboy were excluded by the Gevernor 
and Privy Conncil in casting up the votes. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said he would ask another 
question for information from the gentleman. 
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seemed ` 


to be willing to take the responsibility of it upon : 
ng of these | 
was, that 
the question had not been presented fairly to the | 
When it was presvnted fairly, there ` 
responsibility as — 


‘passing over regular certificates was a cangerous | 


senma 


After the board of canvassers, the primary tribuaal, 


had canvassed the votes and returned their certi- 


associates wonld have a majority of the popular : 


© read the law of New Jersey, 
of a President devolved upon the House of Repre- | 


Presidential election, where the decision of tre 


whether the papers on the Clerk’s table should be 


They.were papers that went to show, that, accord- : 
ing to the ballot boxes, a majority of the popular : 
vote was given for Mr. Dickerson and his associ- ` 
ates. If this point were well established here, either . 
by evidence such as would satisfy the conscience ., 
of any reasonable man, or by the admission of the . 
parties interested, or their friend, the only uncon- ; 


House may try the rights of members to seats upon l: objected to the question, it was 


ficate of the votes to the county clerks, could the 
county clerks, or the Governor and Privy Council, 
he laws of New Jersey, go ints the 
ct votes, on the ground that 


entered the boxes. 

Mr. RANDOLPH w;s about to rise, and 

Mr. WISE here arose and objected to this course 
of catechism as being cut of order; and while he 
was proceeding to show that it was not in order, 

Mr. VANDERFOEL said he would waive the 
question and answer it himself. 

Mr. V. said that he had heard much about 
“Jeaping over the law,” but he was indueed to ak 
this question in order to show that these gentlemen, 
who were now such sticklers for the laws of New 
Jersey, were themselves sanctioning a Most 
palpable violation of law; but as gentemen 

needless to 
press it, and more especially, as he, in common 
with cvery other gentleman on this fleor who 
could read the English larguage, could answer 
it. Hehad merel} questioned the gentleman, in 
order to have the irresistible conclusicn of that 
gentieman’s mind, superadded to the clear interpre- 
tation of a statute of his own State. Let gentlemen 
and they will look in 
vain there for any authority on the part of the 
mere returning officers, the clerks of counties, or 
the Governor and Privy Council, to enter the ballot 
boxes, and reject votes, on the ground that veters 
were disqualified. They were mere returning 


_ officers, and, could not arrest votes on their way 10 


of Representatives, perjury might procure sufficient | 


affi lavits to prevent the members from those States ! 
- of the ballot boxes, had passed upon their qu 


this House, the only appellate court, after the pri- 
mary court, the board of canvassers, the keepers 
alifica- 
tions. No one had pretended, no gentleman ccuid 


| pretend, that the county clerks and Governor and 


Privy Council, could act in a judicial capacity, and 
purge the polis. These, then, were most importart 
admissions, made by the only undisputed mer: ber 
from New Jersey, and the ardent friend and sup- 
porter of the claims of the Governor’s members. 
We now could have no further dispute, either 
about the facts of the case, or the law of New Jer- 
sey. They were not only incontestably proved by 
the papers on the CLeRu’s table, but were uneqni- 
vocally admitted by the sole Representative of the 
State in question, What course, then, should we 
pursue in relation to reading papers? 

Here Mr. V. said-he would state how far he 


| thought we ought to tolerate the reading of papers 


the Governor had done; give them, as the lawycrs . 


the voters who were disqualified, and had no right 


The position which he (Mr. V.) took | 


in this our state of preliminary organizaticn. He 
had no doubt we were competent to try the whole 
case after the roll was called and before a Speaker 


' was chosen; but the argument of inconvenience 


received the majority of the popular vote as canvassed : 


might, and as he thought shuuld, deter us frum ge- 
ing into the question of disqualified voters before 


` the House was fully organized, because we had no 


Committee of Elections, and that question generally 
depended upon voluminous and conflicting testi- 
mony, upon the consideration of which it might be 


` very inconvenient to enter before a complete orga» 


nization. Bat this objection did not apply to the 
reading of papers designed to show the simple pro- 
position that one or the other set of gentlemen, ae- 


_ cording to the ballot boges, received a majority of 


| man was, s:\hether, according to the ballot boxes, 


the votes. This generally was, and in this case 
was most emphatically a question capable of 
proof by a mere isolated document, return, or other 


c ; ; , paper, and in this case was proved n 
sociates did not receive a majority of the popular © i AREN 


such decument, but by the admission of the mem- 
ber from New Jersey himself, [Mr. Ranpora.} 
Was there, he put it to the consciences of gen- 
temen, any dispute about the all impor: 
tant question of fact, that the Governor's 
members ded not, according to the votes as can- 
vassed, receive a majority of the votes given in the 
State? What was, then, the safe course, the 
course, he had almost said, to which imperious duty 
impelled the House in this case? Was it proper to 
discuss this point upon this mere question of order? 
Other gentlemen had pointed their remarks to the 
main question, and while he was up, he would tell 
the House what he thought we were imperiously 
called upon to do, as matter of warning and exam- 
ple to county clerks, Governors, and other mere 
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returning officers; yes, called upon to do as a cau- 
.ten to some future Governor Pennington, or some 
clerk Fithian, that they, mere returning officers, 
could not suppress the voice of the ballot boxes, 
and for a moment give seats to mere pretenders on 
the ground that the ballot boxes contained votes 
that ought never to have been given. Let it once 
go forth that partisan clerks and partisan Gover- 
nors can for an instant defeat the voice of the 
people, and no gentleman, a candidate for the 
honor of a seat here, cou'd have a complete 


| 


guarantee that he would be permitted to take ` 


it at the opening of Congress, though elected 
by a majority never so large. We shcul do then 
what the Governor and Privy Council should have 
done—give the gentlemen the certificate or seats 
who, according to the returns and record and trath 
before them, ought to have had it; and then, if the 
minority candidates want to purge the polls, let 


them approach us by petition; or, at least, tell all | 


the candidates to stand back until the House, by a 
complete organization, shal acquire facilities to 
look into the whole case. The course proposed by 
those who supported the pretensions of the Go- 


vernor’s members, would hold out most dangerous |: 


temptations to these mere ministerial officers to 
commit frauds. They could, ander most frivolous 
pretexts, give to minority candidates certificates, 
enable them to aid us in the organizaticn of the 


House, and, peradventure, to sit with us here, and : 


exclude the trae members for months; for those 
gentlemen who had had any experience of cases 


of contested elections, knew how slowly they gene- | 


rally progressed here. He would then place, at 
this staze of our proceedings, all the papers that 


went to show what was the popular voice, as expressed ` 


through the ballot boxes, and would not now consent 
to hear any affidavits that went beyond them. He 


had learned that the Governor’s members, either to . 


cover their retreat, or to sapply themselves with 
the semblance of a pretext for claiming their 
seats, had recently taken some testimony un- 
der a law lately passed by the Legislature 
of New Jersey; that they had sat very quietly 
for nearly a year, and then conceived this aftcr 
thought. He would not, before organ zation, give 
them the benefit of this afier thought, but would, 


for the safety of all fature candidates, first purge `; 
. in various parts of the hall. 


the case of the fraud of the mere minisierial and 
aoe officers. Duty and example required 
is. 


Mach had been said about the character of ` 
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evidence on the Ciern’s table? Do you doubt the 
answer of the member from New Jersey, [Mr. 
Ranpopu?} 

Mr. EVERETT had no objection to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Duncan] having the decu- 
ments real, which be had called upon the CLERK 
to read, if they were to be published as a part of 
his speech, but he contended that they could not be 
received as evidence before the House in the case 
now at issue. Let the matter be argued as it 
would, the question wou!d come back in the end to 
the certificate of the Governor of New Jersey, and 
if that was In the form required by the laws, the 
House would be compelled io admit the members 
trom New Jersey holding those certificates. With 
regard to the argument of the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. VanperPoEt,] he looked upon it as an 
argument to the peup'e, and contended that the 
admissions of the gentieman from New Jersey 


| the votes actual’y given, lies? Do you doubt the 


[Mr. Ranpours} couid have no weight upon the | 


House in coming toa decision. The positions of 


members claiming seats, having a majer.ty of the 
` votes of the people, were groundless. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL stated that his position 
was that the county clerk and Gavernor were mere 
returned officers who had no right to go behind the 
certificates. 

Mr. EVERETT held that the returning officer 
to this House, under the laws of New Jersey, was 
` the Governor of the State, and his certificate was 

only to be set aside by the House after it was or 

ganized, and if gentlemen attempted to pursue the 
_ course indicated on this floor, they would overleap 
` the barriers of the laws, and introduce a precedent 
which would lead to consequences which ought to be 
dreaded by ail the frieads of liberty throughout the 
‘ country. Mr. E. pursued his argument at some 
length, but inso low a tone of voice that it was im- 
possible for the Reporter to follow him. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON of Maryland next ob- 
tained the floor, when = 

Mr. BLACK of Georgia rose, and stated that 
his colleague had been anxious to obtain the floor, 


and he thought it but right that he should now be | 


heard in preference to gentlemen who had spoken 


i. three or four times. 


the testimony on the Cxmrx’s table, whether it | 


was legal testimony. He had heard much here, 
not only of the common law, but of evidence 
take accordii g to the common Jaw. The com- 
mon law was first drawn into the service by his 
friead and colleague, (Mr. Bagnarp,} who deli- 
vered so terse and so clear an argument last 
week—as good an argument as could wel) be 
made on the wrong side. 
for this digression. 
His colleague and he had been classmates in their 
boyhood, they had journeyed together through the 


delightfal classic tale of Æneas and Anchises, — 
and it gave him pride and pleasure to witness ef- | 


forts from him, here or e'sewhere, that were cre- 
ditable. Why was the evidence to prove the ac- 
tual majority insufficient? Was it because itdid not 
come up to the mark of strict sense, common law 
evidence? 


Mr. V. asked pardon | 
It was dictated by his heart. ` 


Loud cries of “Order, order, order!” were heard 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON stated that he had not 


_ spoken on the question before the Crair at present; 


and if the Crair decided that he was entitled to the 
floor, be"certainly would not yield it. 
The CHAIR decided that the gentleman from 


‘! Maryland was entitled to the floor. 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON said he had predicted on 
the first day of the session, that the first step which 
would be taken contrary to the regular course of 
proceedings, would lead us into endless difficulties 
` and confusion; and when we should be ex'ricated 
from those d'fficuities, must be answered by those 
who had placed the House in this awkward posi- 
tion. He contended that the majority of the House 
had taken this course for sinister and party pur- 
poses, and they should be held responsible to the 
country for it. The CreaK of the House had 


| been made a supple tool of party, and by his 


| course he had arrested the whole busifess of the 


‘| Houze, and with it the whole operations of the Go- 


Was it not enough to satisfy our , 


consciences? Did we ever exact more than this | 
in the discharge of our legislative duties? Ask ` 


your Committees of Claims what evidence they 


acl upon, what testimony it is, upon which millions — 


of dollars have been voted away to satisfy claims 
on the Government?) They will tell you that all 
that they require is to be convinced, and that this 
conviction is generally induced by affidavits taken 
ex parte, before magistrates, in an extra judicial 
form; and for the making of which, no indictment 
can be had for perjury. Do you still doubt where 
he truth and justice of the case, in reference to 


© vernment; and the people would hold the Creek and 
his friends responsible for this course of con- 
duct. He contended that it was a useless waste 
of the time of the House to have the Cierx read- 
ing certificates, which the House itself could not 
act upon; for heheld that they bad no authority 


+ and no power to act upon the case unt [the House 


| 
| 
| 


| was regularly organized, and the oath of office had 
been administered to the members of the House. 
i With regard to the argument that the New Jersey 
members might vote on preliminary questions, and 
not upon the election of a Speaker, he considered 
| itentirely groundless. They were either members 
| or not members, because we could have no quasi 


the gentleman from New York with regard to the | 
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members in the House. If they have the proper 
credentials, and he contended they had, they were 
entitled to the same rights and privileges of any 
other members. He would stand by the uniform 
usages in cases of this kind; and, so far as be was 
concerned, he would never depart frou them. He 
would never|consent to any compromise of the 
question, because he believed the members from 
New Jersey to be entitled to their seats, upon the 
evidence which they had produced, and we had 
no right to go behind that evidence at the present 
time. 

Mr. COLQUITT thought gentlemea had 
spent time enough there in debate to effect party 
purposes, and suggested that the better course for 
those gentlemen who yet desired to speak, would 
be tospread before the world their views through 
With regard to the settlement of 
the main question at issue, he thought the House 


, entirely unfitted to settle it until after its organiza- 
: tion, and contended that it would just be as com- 
i petent for a judge who had been elected by the peo~ 


ple to take evidence and decide upon a case befote 
he had taken the oath of office, as it would be for 
this House to decide upon the New Jersey case be- 
fore it had organized, and before the members had 
taken the oath of office. The House might go or, 
and hear evidence, and debate unon it, for a week 
or a month; but it all amounted to nothing, becaase 
it was not competent to decide upon the question 
at the present time. We might hear testimony, 
and make up onr opinions with regard to it, but 
we had no more power to decide upon it than the 
judge would have to decide in the case which he 
had just referred to. We have no judicial power 
to decide questions, and can have none until 
we are regularly installed into office; and 
was useless for gentlemen to be presenting tes- 
timony to the House ‘at the present time. 
He wished to pursue that course pointed out by 
the Constitution and the laws, and called upon 
gentlemen not to set precedents which might break 
down all the barriers of the Constitution. The 
Constitution and the laws were the protection of 
the minority, and he begged of gentlemen in the 
majority, when they attempted to overstep their 
bounds, to reflect that they themselves may one 
day be in the minority, and they will then look to 
them as their only protection. He looked upon 
those persons who held the certificates under the 
laws of New Jersey, as entitled to all the rights 
and privileges uf members of this House, until 
their case was decided upon ina legal and consti- 
tational manner. With regard to the testimony 
which had been 1ead from the Clerk’s table, it 
seemed to_be altogether cx parte; and if this 
House permitted a member to be . deprived of 
any of his rights upon ex parte testimony, it 
will be in the power of persons who may 
desire to do so, to defeat the organization of 
the House at any of its sessions. It was an 
easy matter at any time to get up ex parte state- 
ments, and it seemed to him to bea most extraor- 
dinary proposition to attempt to deprive members 
of their rights upon such testimony as this. It had 
been contended by some gentlemen that the power 
to examine into this question at the present time 
was a power incident to organization; but he held 
that we had no power, previous to organization, to 
examine testimony and decide upor a case of this 
kind. That could only be done after the House 
was organized, and after the members had taken 
the official oath; then they would be competent io 
decide judicially, and not till then. 

Mr. NISBET of Georgia addressed the House 
at some length, in opposition to the reading of the 
documents. Mr. N. defined his position as a State 
Rights man, and declared that as such he must gẹ 


-for those gentlemen taking their seats who hold 


certificates, in conformity with the laws of New 
Jersey, which he considered paramount here on 
the question involved. He considered that the 
House, in its present incomplete staté of organiza- 
tion, had the power of comparing the evidence ad- 
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Bing om peopaphically troagh each State 
must take the oath to support the Con- }) and going on geographically through each State, 


duced by the contending claimants, and of deciding 
which possessed the prima facie evidence; but the 
Honse could not, in his opinion, until after its or- 
ganization, g0 behind the returns and purge the 
polls, to ascertain who had a majority of the popu- 
jar vote. Congress had now only the parliamen- 
tary powers necessary for its organization. 
N. gave it as his opinion that the New Jersey mem- 


bers had not the power of voting, till their right "speaking i and 
to the seats they claimed was decided in their favor. | until, said he, we arrive atthe point of organiza 


In this opinion, he considered himself sustained by ; 


parliamentary law, and parliamentary usage, and 


duced last winter by the Car. While he believed 


that it was the duty of the House to enforce the | 
laws and Constitation of New Jersey, he, at the |; 
same time, believed that the New Jersey members | 


should not vote until,these laws were enforced. 
Mr. BLACK of Georgia begged leave to occupy 
the attention of the House fora short time. Be- 


Maryland, (Mr. Jonnson,} for the manner in which 
he, forthe first time, presented himself to its notice. 
He meant no disrespect to any body here. He 
only claimed the right of himself and his col- 
leagues to be heard, when other gentlemen were 
wandering from the incidental question before 
them, speaking on the merits of the maiu question. 
He only meant to go so far as to say that any gen- 
tleman who spoke on the question might be mista- 
ken; and he would leave itto the House, if allthe 
gentlemen who spoke last, had not gone into the 
merits of the main qnestion—and he{would ask, 
further, if he was wrong in desiring that the State 
of Georgia should be heard. 7 

He desired, at this time, to exhibit the position 
in which, as a member from theState of Georgia, he 
stood on that floor. It was true that his credentials 
had not been read; it was true that there was no 
man here from Georgia contesting his right to his 
seat; but he did not know how soon it might be con- 
tested, if the precedent gentlemen sought to introduce 
should be established. 

He understood the question then before the 
House to be whether ‘the gentleman from Ohio 
should be, permitted to go on with his evidence. If 


that was the question he was prepared to meet it. © 


Laying all other matters aside, and stripping it of 
all disguise, he was prepared to answer distinctly to 
this body in the negative. 
hear evidence on the one side or the other before we 
are constitutionally capable of acting en it Will 
you hear the merits of the case, before you are ina 


condition to decide upon it? This was a question - 
of high concern te the country—a question which : 
involved the constitutional rights of the States, and |, 


citizens of States; and it was propounded, to whom? 
To an assemblage of citizens merely—to men who, 
though they may hereafter be Representattves in 


the Congress of the United States, have not only i 


not been sworn in as such, but have not even pre- 
sented the prima facie evidence of their right to be 
here. 


their pockets? Admit that we have no other con- 
test but that in regard to the seats of the members 
from New Jersey. 
whether we are organized, in accordance with the 
Constitution and the law, and whether we can take 
cognisance of any matter, either in our legislative 


or judicial capicity, until we are so? If we are to | 
arrive at that point of our legislative existence, at; 


which our powers as members of the General 
Government begin, we must take the only practi- 
cal course, and that is the usual and ordinary one 
heretofore pursued by this House. 
is for the CLERK to call the roll of the members of 
the House, beginning if he pleases with the State of 
Maine, and going on in geographical order, until 


the whole roll is completed; then the members must | 
be sworn. There is no other power that can settle | 


this question but the House of Representatives; and 
the Constitution gives it to that House alone. 
What is a House of Representatives, in'the means 
ing of the Constiution? Members chosen every two 
years by the citizens of the States? No—you must 
go farther; you must have a majority, and the 


| members 
| stitution, ) 
| foreit can be called a House of Representatives. 


Mr. |: 
` was idle and unprofitable. 


Shall we (said Mr. B.) -: 


Admitting, said Mr. B. that there were Re- | 
presentatives, who knows the fact, but those gen- | 
tlemen themselves who have their credentials in - 


The only way ` 


and then proceed to organize the body be- 


We have been here seven days, wasting the 
time and money of the nation, and have not ar- 
rived atfihe only material point—that of organiza- 
tion. All the debate that has hitherto occurred, 
He himself was now 
speaking by the mere courtesy of the House, and 


tion, all eur talk will be mere talk. In order that 


| we may arrive atthat point, permit me to address 


: ane | aie ore. he 
i t ferred to the resolution intro- | myself to the majority. Itis said that one of the 
oe eror ke Cnt ij political parties of the day has a majority on this 


floor; if that be the truth, the whole responsibility 
for the waste of time and waste of money of the 
nation will rest upon them. Go on, therefore, I 
beseech you, gentlemen of the majority, to organize 


‘| this body—to put it in such a state of constitu- 
' tional existence as will enable it to decide upon 


fore he proceeded, he owed, he said, an apology to . the questions thus prematurely put before it. 


the House, and particularly to the gentleman from f 
: f Ý | opinion entertained of them if they exclude these 


` five New Jersey members from the fear that if they 


I call upon that majority to reflect what may be the 


are admittedthey may not be able to elect a 
Speaker of their party. Goon then gentlemen to 
organize—admit these men to their seats; and if 
an Opposition Speaker is elected by their votes, the 
election may be undone to-morrow. Mr. B. said 


_ he had as yet only spoken on the preliminary ques- 


tion, and what might be his opinions, and what his 
votes, in regard to the ultimate right of the claim- 
ants to the seats from New Jersey, be was pre- 
pared when that question should come properly 


| before them to do what law and justice re- 


should be or- 
open that case— 
the evidence, 


quired. After the House 
ganized, he was willing to 
he would be willing to hear 


' and to decide who are the rightful Representatives 
| from the State of New Jersey. He would be wil- 


ling to examine the facts as to who had the majo- 


| rity of the popular vote, and to accord the seats to || 
, hose who should be found to have it. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD believed that the question 


: before the House was, whether the papers the gen- 
tleman from Ohio proposed to have read as a part į l y 
! order the reading to go on without interruption. 


of his speech, should be read or not. He was 
against the reading of them, as well as against the 
reading of the papers which his worthy colleague 
wished to have read as counteractiag testimony, 


and his objections were founded on the simple , 
; reason that there was no tribunal as yet con- 
; stituted 


to decide cn them. It seemed to 
him that this discussion had been carried too 
far. The gentleman with whom he acted had 
acted throughout from principle. We have shown, 
said he, that if you refuse to give the contested 
seats to those who hold the regular commissions, 


, You are out at sea without chart of compass. The 
House could not, until organized, go behind the 
regular commissions of the State of New Jersey. | 


At present, however, the whole and sole question 
should be, How shall we proceed to an organiza- 
tion of the body? On this subject he wished to 
make a few remarks before he moved the previous 
question, (which he should presently do,) and he 


He trusted that he held in his hand 


a resolution which would relieve the House from | 
every difficulty, and which he also trusted would ` 


meet the approbation of a majority of those present. 


, He did not pretend tosay that his plan was the best | 
that could be offered; but he would cheerfully sur- : 
We have already, said he, ; 
_ expended twenty thousand dollars of the people’s {| 
. Money to no purpose, while we have been con- }: 
“ suming time in useless debate; and what is worse, ; 
we have stood in the way of the interests of the || 
: public, by preventing the annual message of the $ 
-, President, on the condition of the country, from 
' going before them. 
longer waste time in discassion, but proceed at | 
once to the organization of the House, for the |! 


render it to any better. 


Let us, then, said he, no 


despatch of the public business. My plan, then, 


' said Mr. U. is to move the previous question on 


all questions before the House, and then to submit 
the resolution I hold in my hand to the following 
effect: The Clerk shall again commence calling the 
roll of members, beginning with the State of Maine, 


until he comes to a name 
to; and when that is the case he shall pass over 
that name, and procee 
over such as are objected to. 
whether the CLERK, when he came to New Jersey, 
called the names of Mr. Aycrica and his asso- 
ciates, or Mr. DICKERSON and his associates. 
effect would be the same, aS he was to pass over 
all the names to which objection should be made. 
The CLERK, then, would go on calling the roll until 
he called the names of all the members whose 
| seats were not cont 
‘hae formed, it should then decide upon the creden- 
tials of all those whose seats were contested. After 
that, said Mr. U. we shall then go on to elect a 
Speaker, when some member present, having ad- 
ministered the oath 

all the rest, and we shall then be an organized body, 
competent to the t 


Mr. U. concluded r 
on the reading of the documentary testimony called 


that shail be objected 


d to call all the rest, passing 


He did not care 


The 


ested, and when a quorum was 


to him, he will administer it to 


ransaction of the public business. 
by moving the previous question 


for by Mr. Duncan. : i 
The demand for the previous question was se- 


conded by the House, and the main question was 
ordered to be put. 

The Saa gaenta was then taken by tellers 
Messrs. Fraxcis Tuomas and TiLuinoNast acting 
as such. 

Which main question was, whether the gentle- 
man from Ohio should be permitted to read the 
documentary testimony. f ; 

Which question was decided in the affirmative, 
ayes 106, nays 101. 

The CLERK then proceeded to read the testi- 


i mony, and having commenced the reading of the 
i proceedings of the Privy Council on the Millville 
| and South Amboy polls, 


Mr. PROFFIT objected to the further reading, 
and asked if the paper now being read was not 
brought and placed on file in the Clerk's office on 
Saturday last. He saw it himself handed to 


| the CLERK on Saturday last by one of the gentle- 
‘| men from New Jersey. He objected to its reading 


and moved that it be thrown under the table. 
Mr. DUNCAN hoped the Cuairman would 


The CHAIR said the decision of the House, just 
made, allowed the gentleman to read all the docu- 
ments on file. 

The CLERK then went on with the reading of the 


- documents until he finished; when— 


Mr. DUNCAN observed that he felt as anxious 
a desire to organize the House, and place them- 
selves in a condition to transact the public busi- 
niness as any member on that floor. He heard 
the suggestions of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
and was pleased with them; aod if assured that 
these resolutions could be adopted without giving 
rise toa jong debate, he wouldyield his right to 
the floor to allow them to bə offered Without 
some such understanding, however, he would not 
yreld the floor. 

Mr. MERCER observed that the gentleman had 
no right to make such compromise with the House. 


A i He, for his part, could not agree to it; and further, 
: wished to suggest some mode of action after he did |. i Pa g f > 
€ _ call for it, 
I put it to your wisdom, sir, . 


he did not intend to vote for the resolutions of the 


i gentleman from Kentucky. 


Mr. DUNCAN. Then I withdraw my offer. 

After which, Mr. D. gave way for a motion 
for adjournment, which was moved and carried; 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow, at 
12 o’clock. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, December 10, 1839. 
Mr. ALLEN, from the committee appointed to 
wait upon the President, reported that they had 
performed that duty; and the President informed 


‘! them that he had communications of an Executive 
: character to make. 


_ Mr. LINN gave notice that, at the earliest day 
in which it would be in crder to do so, he would 


| ask Jeave to bring in a bill for the occupation of 
the Oregon Territory. 


A message was received from |the President of 
the United States. 

The Senate went into Executive business, 

And then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvursnay, December 10, 1839. 

At 12 o'clock, by the House clock, the CHAFR 
called the House to order, and stated that the qups- 
tion pending was upon the appeal taken by Mr 
Vanperpors from the decision of the Cau, whic 
decision was, that Messrs. Aycaica, Haus: ep, & 
of New Jersey, were entitled to vote. 


The CHAIR announced that Mr. Duxcan of 


| 
Ohio was entitled to the floor upon this question— |' 


not having concluded his remarks on a former i 


day. 
Mr. DUNCAN not appearing in his seat, 
Mr. WISE rose and said, if the gentleman from 


Ohio (Mr. Duscas] was ia the House he wou'd © 


not do what he was about to do; tut if the gentle- 


man was not in the House he would now move the | 


previous question. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE stated that there was a dif- 
ference in the time between the House clock and |` 
gentlemen’s timepieces, and he hoped his col- ` 
feagees would wait a few minutes to see if the gen- 


tileman from Obio would not come in. 


i 

Mr. WISE thought perhaps that the absence of | 
the gentleman from Ohio was intentional, with a ' 
view of permitting the question to be taken; but if 


‘any gentleman would inform him that the gentle- 
man from Ohio wished to address the Honse, he 
would wait with pleasure. In order that the gen- 
tleman might have an opportunity to come in, he 
hoped the Cuai would leave the question to lie 
over a few minutes, or, if gentlemen requested it, 
he would withdraw the motion for the present, and 
move it afterwards. 

Mr. JENIFER inquired of the gentleman from 
Virginia if it was his intention to move the pre- 
vous question immediately after the gentleman 


from Ohio had finished his speech, so that there | 
' One of the tellers inquired who were entitled to 
| vole from New Jersey, and the Cuatr had decided 
| that those members holding the Governor's certifi- 


might be no opportunity to reply to him; first to per- 
mit the gentleman to make a speech, and then 
move it to prevent its being answered? 

Mr. WISE. I tell the honorable gentleman 
that I intend to move the previous question every 
time that I get the chance. 

Mr. JENIFER. Then I now demand the pre- 
vious question, for, if the gentleman is aliowed to 
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TMr. CHINN. No: it has neither been enrolled 
Aor called by the CLERK. 
Mr. WISE. It is now past twelve o’clock by 


‘ the Administration time} and that must be right. 


I therefore now move fhe previous question. 
A call of the house was demanded by seve- 


` ral gentlemen. 


| 
À 
$ 
i 


The CHAIR stated that the roll of members had 
not been completed; therefore, a call of the House 
could not be made. 

Tellers were then called for, and Messrs. CARTER 
of Tennessee, and Gairrin, were appointed tellers 
by the Cua. . 

The House then divided, and the previous ques- 
tion was seconded—ayes 110, noes 72. 

The question then recurred on the question, 
“Shall the main questicn be now put?” 

Messrs. Worrninaton end TaLIAFERRO were 
appointed tellers, and the main question was or- 
dered to be put—ayes 110, noes 48. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON stated that three of the 
New Jersey members had voted on this question. 

{Mr. Duncan now appeared in the House.] 

Mr. SMITH of Maine rose and stated, that the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Duncan] was now in 
his seat, and he asked whether he should not now 
be permitted to proceed. 

[Loud cries of “erder!” “order!” “order! * 

Mr. DUNCAN. I pat a question of order to 
the CHAIR. . 

(Loud and repeated cries of “order!” “order!” 
order!” 

The question then recurred on the main ques- 
tion $ f l 

The CHAIR then stated the main question in 
substance as follows: Upon a motion to lay the 
resolutien of the gentieman from Virginia on the 
table, the vote was about being taken by fellers. 


eae weie entit'ed to voie, From this decision an 
appeal to the House had been taken by the gentle- 


i maa from New York. The question now was, 


| “Shall the decision of the Cair stand as the judg- 
» ment of the Hetse?” 


make a speech, the opportunity ought to be givento ` 


re, ly to it. 


Mr. WISE hoped the Crain would pause a few — 
moments until gentlemen’s watches come up to the | 


House time. 

Mr. DROMGOOL®. Is it im order to move a 
call of the House? . 

Mr. WISE. There is no House to call. 


_ Mr. DROMGOOLE. If there is no Heuse, 
gentlemen ought to be solemnly called upon to be 
here to form a House. 


Mr. MERCER said his own impression was ` 
that no injustice would be done tovthe gentieman ` 
from Ohio by moving the previous qnestion, as : 
there would be a dozen other questions i» come op | 


upon which the gentleman could finish bis specch. | 


The CHAIR stated the course of proceed.ng on 
a call of the House, namely: The roll was called 


over and the absenteés neted; and in the present | 


case, if the roll was to be cailed, the original ques- 
tion of difficulty would arise as to who should be 
called. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE. Then this will bring the 
House to the question, which the House itself must 
eventually decide, as to who are its members. 

Mr. CHINN then rose, and, walking towards 
the CLern’s table, said there bad been a great deal 
of difficulty in determining who were really mem- 
brs of this House, which had determined him as 
to the course which ought to te pursacd. 
Mr. C.) l hold in my hand the authority by which 
1 come here to represent the people of my State. 


Sir, (said | 


That authority I now present to the Crair, and de- 
mand to be enrolled as a member from the State | 
of Louisiana; ard I further propose, in ihe dis- ; 


charge of my duty as a Répresentative, to give in 
my vote for Speaker of the House. If the vote ig 
to be by ballot, there is my ballot, [handing up. the. 
ticket;] if viva voce, I vote for Jonn Briu of Ten- 
nessee. she ety , l 
Mr, DROMGOOLE. . Has not the gestjeman’s 
name been enrolled before? l 


The House then divided; Messrs. Worratne- 
ron and Tatarerro acting as tetlers; and th 
volte was—ayes 108, noes 114. 

So the decision of the Crair was reversed. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON stated that there were 


' four members voting who hold the Governors cer- 


:! versed the decision of the Ciare. as! 
! ifthe House would not come batk to the original 


tificate. 

A number of persons called out, “‘How many 
were voting who hold the certificates of. the Secre- 
tary of State?” and Mr. CURTIS answered “four.” 

Mr. SMITH of Maine. It isno matter. It 
dcn’t change the result. 

The CHAIR then stated that it would be for the 
meeting to decide who should be ‘called as mem- 
bers from the State of New Jersey. 7 

Mr. RHETT inquired of the Cua if the ques- 
tion did not now recur on the motion made by him 
tc lay the resolution of the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia on the table? 

The CHAIR stated that that would be the ques- 
tion if there was no other question in the way; but 
the question now was, who should becounted from 
the State of New Jersey, the decision of the Crair 
having been reversed. 

Mr. BHETY asked if the question was not pre- 
cisely this: A motion bad becn made by himself 
to lay the resolution of the gentlemen from Vir- 
ginia on thetable. Upona division on that que - 
tion, the Cua had decided that the membersfe ı 


| New Jersey havicg the Governor's certificate were 


| to be counted. 
‘| Been taken to the IJouse; and the House had re- 


From that decision an appeal had 
“Then he asked 


motion to lay on the table} 

Mr. WISE asked .if, when the House had ex- 
cluded one set of gentlemen from New Jersey from 
voting, it had not excluded all from that State from 
voiing. It had excluded „those gentleme 


the. Governors certificate from. voting. 


i F. . 
sons holding the certificate of the Secretary of State 


to vote? 


Now was 


n holding. 


t the intention of gentlemen to permit those per-. 
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“No,” “no,” “no,” from several Administration 
members. 

Mr. DROOMGOOLE said all difficulty might 
now be avoided, by going on as the CLERK had 
proposed in the first instance, without counting 
any of the disputed gentlemen from New Jersey. 

Mr. WISE. This was the decision of the CLERK, 
but was it the decision of the House? Let us at- 
tempt to progress as we may, this ghost of disorga- 
nization will rise up before us, and we will then 
have to decide who shall vote. 

The CHAIR would here remark to the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruert,] that it 
would be impossible for him to put the question 
upon laying the resolution of the gentleman from 
Virginia on the table, until it was determined by 
the House who should vote. It would be for the 
House to decide for themselves who should be 
called; but, said he, the State of New Jersey cannot 
be deprived of a representation on this floor, and it 
shall not be, so long as I stand in this chair. 

[Here there was some little applause from the 
galleries. ] i 

Mr. WISE. I move the previous question on 
the decision of the CHAIR. 

Mr. THOMAS of Maryland suggested a mode 
of proceeding without difficulty. We ought to en- 
deavor to get along without difficulty, until itcould 
be no longer avoided, and then it would be time 
enough to decide upon this question. Let the vote 
be taken on the motion to lay on the table, by tel- 
lers; and if the fact of any portion of the members 
from New Jersey voting should not change the re- 
sult, let the decision of the question be announced 
without raising this question; but if, by their 
votes, the result is changed, then it will be time 
enough to bring up this question as to who shall 
vole. He threw this out, as a suggestion to the 
House. 

Mr. WISE called for the regular order of pro- 
ceedings. The Cua had made his decision, and 
he (Mr. W.) had moved the previous question 
upenit. Then he demanded that the regular order 
of proceedings might be observed. 

Mr. BRIGGS. i 


On what question does the gen- 
tleman move the previous question? 

Tae. CHAIR said the gentleman had moved the 
previous question on the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. WISE. No, sir. I understood the Crain 
to make a decision as to who should vote, and 
upon that decision I moved the previous question. 

The CHAIR then again stated the question as 
he had stated it before, and concluded by saying 
that the House had reversed his decision; but it 
had not determined who should be counted from 
New Jersey, and he could not put the question to 
lay on the table until the question as to who should 
vote from New Jersey should first be decided. 

Messrs.BRIGGS, TILLINGHAST, and WISE, 
all rosé and addressed the Cnaiz. Half the mem- 
bers of the House were standing up. . 

Mr. SERGEANT rose and said there were 
so many members on the floor, and so much 
noise in the hall, that it was impossible for gentle- 
men to tell what was doing. He hoped members 
would take their seats. 


Mr. BRIGGS then rose and stated his impres- 
sions as to the question before the House. A 
motion had been made to lay the resolution of 
the gentleman from Virginia on the table. On that 
question tellers were appointed; and when the 
Hcuse was about dividing, one of the tellers in- 
qaired who he should count from the State of 
New Jersey. The Caarr decided that the tellers 
should count the members from that State who hed 
the Governor’s certificates, From this decision an 
appeal had been taken, and the House had reversed 
the decision of the Cuarr. ‘Then, he apprehended, 
they stood precisely where they did when this ap- 
peal was taken; and the question now would be 
upon the motion to lay on the table; and he thought 
the proper course now would be for the tellers to 
count all who passed through, and if any of the © 
disputed members should vote, let them report that ` 
fact to the House. He hoped that the Cuurr would 
direct the tellers to. count all who passed thros 

Mr. SALTONSTALL hoped that no such direc- 


tion would begiven. , See 
The CHAIR said he had made his decision-~ 
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t decision had been reversed; and it would now 
Ge uae to decide who should represent 
w Jersey. 
net e ot NGHAST thought the Car ought 
not to put the question on the motion to lay on the 
table until the House had decided who should vole 
from the State of New Jersey. The appeal from 
the decision had been sustained, and it had been 
sustained, if we looked at the argument upon it, 
upon two grounds. One was that the matter was 
a proper subject for the House to determine, and 
the other was that the decision was incorrect, whe- 
ther by the Cuar or the House. 
Mr. TURNEY rose to a point of order. The 
question, as he understood it, was to lay the resolu- 


tion of the gentleman from Virginia on the table; | 
according to 


and the question to lay on the table, 
the rules, was not debatable. 
The CHAIR said 


table come up. 


Mr. SMITH of Maine said that the Cuamm had | 


direeted that the gentlemen from New Jersey were 
entitled to vote. An appeal had been taken from 
that decision, and it had been reversed, and the 
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. TiLLinaHast] 
had attempted to give the reasons for this vote of 
the House; but he would tell the gentleman that 
the strongest reason which operated upon him, 
was the 34th rule of the House. He thought the 
House had a right to decide under that rule, when 
gentlemen were directly, personally, and imme- 
diately interested, that they should not vote. He 


believed that many other gentlemen besides himself | 


had voted against the decision of the Cram in 
consequence of this rule. 


Mr. McKAY moved that none of the disputed | 
members from New Jersey be permitted to vote 


until the question was decided. 
Mr. GRAVES rose to a question of order. His 
point was this: there was a question before the 


House, and the previous question had been moved | 
upon it; therefore, no gentleman had the right to 
bring up a separate and independent proposition | 


until that question was disposed of. 

The CHAIR said the previous question could 
not be put until this question as to who should re- 
present the State of New Jersey should first be 
decided. 

Mr. McKAY then moved that neither set of 


question who shall vote from the State of New Jersey? 
shell be first decided by the House. He contended 
ihat this was the proper course to be pursued, and 
read an extract from Hatzell in support of his posi- 
tion. It was the uniform practice in the British 
Parliament, when seats were contested, that both 
parties should withdraw until their case was decided 
by those who were not personally interested in the 
reiter, This was the only correct and proper 
course to be pursued, and he hoped his proposition 
would be agreed to by the House. He also referred 
to the case of Howell and Everett of Rhode Island, 
in the continental Congress, which had been cited 


by the Cwuirman, and showed that the Rhode , 
Istand members did not vote on their own case in : 
the first instance. Subsequently, however, they did | 


vote upon such questions as were presented. 


Mr. PROFFIT rose to appeal from the decision | 
(‘What decision?” from different ' 


of the CHAIR. 
parts of the House.] 

Mr. W.C. JOHNSON rose and stated that he 
held in his hand a series of resolutions to offer, 
which would bring the House directly to a vote on 
the question at issue. [Cries of “order, order, 
order!” 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose toa pointof order. He 
wished to know whether it was competent for the 
rae to entertain three or four propositions at one 

me. 

_Mr. JOHNSON. Let the gentleman reduce 
his point of order to writing. 

The CHAIR requested that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania should reduce his point of order to 
writing. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON would say what he had 
to say upon his resolution, while the gentleman 
was preparing his point of order. Mr. J. held that- 


that the question as to who | 
were to represent the State of New Jersey must 
first be decided, before the question to lay on the 


l| be put. 
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e House had not the right to vote out the Repre- 
Bi of an entire State. The House must 
conform to the Constitution and the laws, and they 
expressly inhibited the Honse from taking such 
a course, unless the membeys were sworn in. He 
contended that they could not adopt the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from North Carolina, be- 
cause, by the law of apportioning Representa- 
tives, New Jersey was entitled to six Representa- 
tives, and it was not in the power of this House to 
deprive her of that representation. — 

Mr. PETRIKIN then presented his point of or- 
der in writing; but , f 

The CHAIR decided against it, because the ques- 
tion to lay on the table could not be pending while 
the preliminary question was un ecided. , 

Mr. PETRIKIN raised an additional point of 
order, as to whether any other motion could be 
made, which would set aside that motion. If such 
was the decision of the Cuair, he would appeal 
from that decision. ; 

The CHAIR said that whatever question might 
arise, the moment the House came to vote upon it, 
the question would arise as to who should vote up- 
on it; and the question’as to who should vote, must 
be settled before the question to lay on the table can 


Mr. RHETT thought the proper course would 
be to decide one question at a time. Mr. R. went 
over, and summed up the various questions pre} 
sented to the Cxair, and concluded by moving the 
previous question on the appeal taken by Mr. Pe- 
TRIKIN. 

Mr. BRIGGS contended that as the question 
pending was on the motion of Mr. McKay, an ap- 
peal could not be taken on any other question. 

The CHAIR then decided that Mr. Perrigin’s 
motion could not be entertained. 

Mr. PETRIKIN. Then I appeal from that de- 
cision. 

[Loud cries of “order!” “order!” “order !”} 

Mr. JOHNSON then asked for the reading of 
his resolution. f 

Mr. BYNUM objected to this course of piling 
motion upon motion. If we did not go on and de- 
cide questions according to some rule of order, it 
would be utterly impossible to do any thing. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he offered his resolution as 
a substitute for the motion of the gentleman from 
North Carolina. Mr. J’s resolution was then read 


` as follows: 
members from New Jersey shall vote until the . 


Resolved, That a certificate of election as a mem- 


| ber of the House of Representatives of the United 


States, duly made, in conformity with the laws of 
the State which the parties profess to represent, 
and signed by the proper officers under the great 
seal of the State, is sufficient per se to entitle the 


| person to whom it is given to be sworn in as a 


member of the House, provided that no State shall 
have more Representatives than is allowed to it by 
the Constitution and laws of the United States. 

Resolved, That, under the fifth section of the se- 
cond article of the Constitution, the House of Re- 
presentatives of the United States can only look 
beyond such certificate, and judge of the election, 
returns, and qualifications, of its own members, 
after it shall have been organized and sworn. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he offered this proposition 


as an amendment to the motion of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, because he felt that he could 
not vote on the motion of that gentleman. We 
have not yet been sworn; we have not taken the 
oath of office prescribed by the Constitution of the 
United States, and he could not consent to see the 
House proceed to the solemn farce or mockery of 
voting the Representatives of a whole State out of 
this House, when the members of the House were 
not under the moral and religious obligations re- 
quired by the Constitution. 

The CHAIR said he did not feel authorized to 
entertain a resolution, the effect of which would be 
to deprive the State of New Jersey of her repre- 
sentation on this floor. It was not competent for 
this meeting to pass such a resolution. The reso- 
lation of the gentleman from North Carolina de- 
clared, in effect, that the people of the State of 
New Jersey should not be represented on this floor, 
and the Crair could not put the question, upon 
such a resolution, to the House. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Then! will offer my resolu- 
tion as a separate and distinet proposition. In re- 
ply to a proposition which had been made by some 
gentlemen on the floor, that all the members from 
New Jersey might vote, provided the result was 
not changed, he wished to say a few words. New 
Jersey was entitled to but six Representatives under 
the laws apportioning Representatives, and he held 
that it would be a monstrous innovation for the 
Houre to permit eleven members from that State 
to vote. That State was entitled to six Represen- 
tatives, and she was entitled to no more: and the 

uestion here was, who those six Representatives 
should be? This question was settled by the Con- 
stitution of the United States and the laws of New 
Jersey, and it was incompetent for this House to 
take any question upon that until it was first or- 
ganized, and gentlemen had taken the oath of 


Mir. FRANCIS THOMAS rose to ask the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. McKay] 
to withdraw his proposition, in order that another 
effort might be made to settle this question. Mr. T. 
said he had moved no preliminary proposition, he 
had offered no amendments to propositions which 
had been before the House; not because he had 
not felt deeply interested in the questions—not be- 
cause he did not feel a deep anxiety tosee the 
House organized in an orderly manner, and at 
an early day, but because he believed that all the 
preliminary questions had a tendency to postpone 
the organization of the body. He believed that a 
large majority of the members of the House had 
made up their minds asto how they would vote on 
this question, in any shape which it might assume. 
Then let it be the effort of every gentleman to 
bring the Flouse to action. What was the course 
best calculated to do so? Was it best for us to be 
chasing shadows and discussing questions which 
may never arise? We would have difficulties 


enough, by pursuing a straight forward 
course, without stepping aside to raise 
difficulties which were not in our way. 


He knew that there were members here who 
held the opinion that four of these New Jersey 
members could vote upon the right of the fifth to 
take his seat. This was not his opinion; but he 
proposed to avvid, if possible, that and other such 
questions, because if we went on to discuss them, 
as we had done, we might be discussing here till 
doomsday without arriving at any practical result. 
The course, then, which he intended to pursue 
was, not to moot preliminary questions unnecessa- 
rily. Letthe vote be taken. It was possible, when 
it was taken, that the case would stand as it stood 
to-day. It may be that the votes of the five dis- 
puted members from New Jersey would not change 
the result, whether counted or not. When the vote 
was taken this morning, it appeared that four of 
the disputed New Jersey members had yoted, but 
their votes could not change the result, therefore 
no objection had been made from any quarter to 
their voting. By this course, the House may avoid 
deciding on these vexed przliminary questions, and 
he thought every gentleman ought to endeavor to 
avoid them if possible; the public interest required 
this; but if they were to be decided on, let them be 
decided on when the necessity for it arises. It will 
be time enough, then, to decide on them. 

With regard to the proposition of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, it, in his opinion, decided no- 
thing. That proposition, as stated verbally, is, in 
effect, that the members from New Jersey shall not 
vote until the House decides that they shall vete. 
Well, suppose this proposition should be adopted 
by the House, it would be a mere abstraction. 
The House must then go a step further, and say 
whether they shall vote or not. It will be compe- 
tent, then, for gentlemen to say that he (Mr. T.) 
should not vote until the House decided that he 
should vote. The same objection might be raised’. 
to apy other gentleman’s right to vote, and day? 
after day would be spent in these preliminary ques- 
tions, and no good would result from it. Then tet 
us meet the question to-day, and come up to the 
question which is best calculated te avoid all diffi- 
culty. Let us take the vote to lay the resolution of 
the gentleman from Virginia on the table, or to re: 

ject it; and if the vote of the disputed members from 
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New Jersey does not change the result, let the de- 
cision of the Elouse be pronounced without raising 
these preliminary questions of abstract right which 
serve but little practical purpose. This course had 
been suggested by the Cuarr some days ago as the 
proper course to be pursued, and he hoped the House 
would take up this suggestion and act upon il now. 
In urging this coutse upon the House, he would 
state that his sole object was to bring the House to 


the votes of htr members on any question before 
the House.” Sir, said Mr. C. we can never get 
along unless we attack difficulties one at a time. 
The first difficulty was that produced by the Cuar 
itself in declaring that he would not put a question; 
his refusal to register the edicts of the House. The 


: House had determined that the members who 


: New Jersey shall not be permitted to vote. 


action and avoid those difficulties in which the |. 


House had been long involved, to the injury of the . 
pablic service, and at the risk of its own dignity 


and capacity for future usefulness. E 


Mr. WISE would suggest a course by which the 
Louse might arrive ata speedy termination of this . 
question. Let the gentleman from Maryland 


withdraw his proposition. Letthe gentleman from : 


North Carolina withdraw his resolation, and let |: 


the gentleman from South Carolina withdraw the 
motion to lay the resolution, submitted by him, 
{Mr. Wise] on the table. Then let 
CLERK go on and call the roll, calling the | 


members from New Jersey, who had presented l 


the legal formal certificates, according to the | 
Constitution and the laws of New Jersey. 
Then we will be prepared to vote; and when we | 
come to vote upon any question, if the votes of | 
the New Jersey members will not change the re- 
sult, nothing need b2 said about their voting; but if 
it does, then the tellers can report the fact to the 
House, and the House can then act upon the 
question. He thought this would be the most 
satisfactory mode of getting over all difficulty in 
relation to this question, and hoped gentlemen 
would cease pursuing shadows, and unite upon 
some practical proposition of this kind. 

Mr. McKAY, after a few remarks, which, in 
consequence of the noise and disorder prevailing, 
with repeated calls to order, were not heard, said 
thathe had before expressed the opinion, which he | 
repeated, that neither party should be permitted to 
vote. The question has been submitted to the 
Cuair, but the Caarr refused to put it, until it 
should be decided by the House who should vote 
as members from the State of New Jersey. The 
House had already decided that the five New 
Jersey gentlemen who held the certificates of the | 
Governor should not vote, and the Cuar refuses 
now to put any question to the House, for the 
reason that it must first decide who are to vole as 
members from New Jersey, while there is no pro- 
position to decide that point, either in an affirmative 
or negative before the House. This he considered 
to be a monstrous assumption of authority by the 
Cram. The House has decided that five of the 
claimants shall not vote, and a member 
then submits a motion that the other five 
also shall be prevented from voting until the con- 
troversy is decided. The Crainman then declares 
that, while he occupies that chair, he never would 
permita sovereign State to be disfranchised, by 
prohibiting her Representatives from voting on any 
qustion before that House; and therefore he de- 
clares that he would not put the question. Did not 
the Caarrman himself, at the last session, submit a 
resolution to the House, that no member whose 
seat was contested should be entitled to vote upon 
any question before the House, until his right to a 
seat should be first investigated and decided upon? 
Now if it was constitutional for the Cuairman him- 
selfto present that resolution as a member of the 
House of Representatives, was it not constitutional 
for him, as a member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to offer asimilar proposition? If, how- 
ever, the House was willing to proceed at once toa 
vote, he would be willing to withdraw his proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. CRAIG asked ifthe House was now about 
to decide the right to seats of the members from 
New Jersey? He asked, in the language of the 
eloquent gentleman from Georgia, who addressed 
them the other day, how was the House to enforce 
its edicts? Under the difficulty they were involved 
in the other day, the Ciera deciding that he could 

not put a question, a Chairman was appointed, 
who would have the power to put questions. Now, 
what did the Craig tell this House just now? “As 
long as I cecupy this chair, I will not suffer a 
sovereign State to be disfranchised by excluding 


presented the certificates of the Governor ot 

t 
us, then, (said Mr. C.) dismiss all quibbles; let us 
feel and act as men, and consider this tantamount 
to a decision that neither party shall vote until the 
controversy is settled. [So much noise and confu- 
sion prevailed while Mr. Craia was speaking, that 
the Reporter heard him very imperfectly; and, in 


-| the concluding part of his remarks, his voice was 


completely drowned by the cries of “order, order!” 
“go on, goon!” &c.} 
Mr. RHETT, in reply to some words from Mr. 


. Wise, not heard, declined to withdraw his motion 
the | 


to lay that gentleman’s resolution on the table. 
The question, he said, to decide the fate of that re- 
solution, could as well be taken on the motion to 
lay it on the table as in any other way. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland then said he re- 
fused 10 withdraw his motion; whereupon, 

Mr. WISE moved the previous question on it. 

Mr. RHETT then asked if that resolution of 
Mr. Jounson was before the House. 

The CHAIR answered, that no question could 
be before the House, until it should decide who 
should vote as members from the State of New 
Jersey. 

Mr. RHETT stated the question as he under- 
stood it. It first arose on his (Mr. Rs) motion to 
lay the resolution of the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Wise] on the table; next on the resolution of 
the gentleman from Maryland, as a substitute; and 
then came the decision of the CHAIR, that no ques- 
tion could be put until the Honse decides who shall 
vote as members from New Jersey. Now he 


| moved to lay the question raised by the Crair on 
| the table. 


Mr. WISE informed the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Ruerr] that no motion could be put 
on that question until the preliminary one of who 
was entitled to vote should be first decided. 

Mr. SLADE desired to know the question that 
was before the House. 

The CHAIRsaid that the main question was 
for the meeting to determine who was entitled to 
vote from the State of New Jersey. The House 
having determined, by reversing the decision of the 
Cuair, that the members, holding the certificates of 
the Governor of New Jersey, should not vote, it 
was now necessary that the meeting should say who 
was entitled to vote, inasmuch ¿s they would not 
deprive a sovereign State of its representation on 
this floor. -E 

Mr. SLADE understood the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Jounson] had offered a proposi- 
tion here, which he was disposed to keep before 
the House, unless the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina would withdraw his motion to lay the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wisr} 
on the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said he would 
modify his resolution by withdrawing the second 
clause of it. The first clause contained a distinct 
proposition, and the House, by taking the question 
on it, would come toa direct vote on the princi- 
pie involved. 

Mr. SLADE then rose and made some re- 
marks, which will be reported in full hereafter. 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina rose toa 
question of order, several members trying to obtain 
the floor, and speaking at the same time. 

n» The CHAIR again stated the question. The 
House must first decide who shall vote as members 
of New Jersey, and then the question on the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from South Carolina could 
be put. The Cmar would, however, suggest a 
substitute for his decision, which he would adopt, 
ifit met with the concurrence of the House. This 
was, the course of procedure he suggestec on Satur- 
day last, and which had been already adopted on 
taking two or three questions; that is, the Crair 
would put the question, and the tellers would, on 
cpunting the yotes, report the resnit to the Houge; 


and whether any of the members whose seats were 
contested voted on the same, and should it be 
found any such voting would change the result, it 
would be for the House to determine whether such 
votes should be counted. 

Mr. BLACK asked the Crerk to read the reso- 
lution, and it was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the acting CLerk be directed to 
call the members of the House, including, in such 
call , the members from New Jersey, who have the 
certificates of the Governor of that State that they 
are elected as Representatives of the Twenty-sixth 
Congress. 

Mr. SLADE rose and contended for his right to 
go on with his remarks. 

The CHAIR said that the question was, who 
should vote from the State of New Jersey. 

Mr. WISE. The question is on the motion of 
the gentleman from South Carolina to lay my pro- 
position on the table; and therefore, the gentleman 
from Vermont was speaking out of order. We 
are come now, said Mr. W. to the direct question, 
and he beged gentlemen to let it be taken. 

The CHAIR did not consider the gentleman 
from Vermont tobe out of order. The reasons 
assigned by the Crain, for his decision, were not 
heard by the Reporter. 

Mr. SLADE said, as so many gentlemen were 
anxious for him to yield the floor, he would do so 
to accommodate them. 

Mr. RIVES rose, and attempted to address the 
Carr, to make some suggestions as to the mode of 
proceeding, when— 

Mr. WISE, and several other gentlemen, called 
him to order. Great noise and confusion prevailed 
at the time, and repeated cries of go on, go on, 
were also heard. wa 

ie RIVES again attempted to obtain the floor, - 
when— 

Mr. WISE again interrupted him with calls to 
order. Whether the question was on the motion sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from South Carolina to 
lay bis resolution, or the resolution of the gen- 
tleman from Maryland, on the table, still the mo- 
tion was not debatable, and he hoped the Cuar 
would order the gent!eman to take his seat. 

The CHAIR was unwilling to arrest any gen- 
tleman on a point of order, who thought he had 
any new proposition to present to the meeting. 

Mr. RIVES said it was not his intention to throw 
any obstacles in the way. He desired to come to 
some conclusion, and therefore he proposed to gen- 
tlemen to permit the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. Ruerr] to offer his resolution as an 
amendment to the resolution of his colleague, [Mr. 
Wise,] and let the House come to a decisive 
vote. 

Mr. BRIGGS made a few remarks, showing the 
necessity of enforcing the point of order, and pre- 
serving «decorum in the House. 

Mr. PROFFIT endeavored to obtain the floor, 
and at the same time giving his opinion that the 
motion was debatable, and he wanted to have his 
share of it. 

Mr. P. was called to order by several gentlemen, 
and he took his seat. 

The CHAIR then put the question on Mr. ` 
Ruaert’s motion and directed the tellers to report the 
tha names of those members voting whose seat3 
were, contested; and also to report how the vote 
would be without the votes of those gentlemen 
whose seats were contested, and how it wouid be 
with the votes of those gentlemen. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN denied that such was the 
question before the House. He also denied that 
the question was ever presented for the House to 
decide, as stated by the Cuair, as to who should 
vote as menbers from New Jersey, thuugh the 
Crain wished to make it so. To constitute a 
question before the House there mast be an 
affirmative and a negative, or how could the 
House decide it. How could it decide the 
question as to who should vote as members 
from New Jersey, when, having already decided 
that one set of the claimants should not vote, the 
Crair refuses to put the question as to the right of 
the others to vote! He denied that the Cram 
had a right to make any such decision. This was 
pulling the House jn a position in which it eculd 
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neither advan 


ce nor recede. Some days ago, 
when the House was in a similar condition, in 
consequence of the CLERK deeming himself incom- 
petent to put questions to the House, the gentleman 
occupying the Chair forcibly appealed to his fel- 
low-members present to relieve themselves from 
the embarrassment in which the decision of the 
Cerk had placed them, by removing the CLERK 
and putting some one in his place. This appeal 
had been followed up by the motion of the gentle- 
man frem South Carolina, which placed the gentle- 
man himself in the Chair. It was then supposed 
that the House was relieved from the dif- 
ficulties in which the decision of the CLERK 
placed them. But really, from the decision 
of the Cnam just made, it appeared to him 
that it would become necessary for the House 
to remove him from the Caair, and put some one 
in his place who was willing to put a question. Mr. 
H. aftera few remarks, made during much noise 
and confusion, appealed from the decision of the 
Cuair, and asked for the previous question on the 
appeal. 

Mr. BRIGGS said if the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia would withdraw his objections, he would 
submit the proposition of the Cxarr to the House 
for its decision in the form of a motion. Mr. B. 
then submitted the following, which he read: 

Resolved, That on the motion of Mr. Ruettto lay 
Mr. Wise’s motion on the table, or on Mr. Wise’s 
resolution itself, the tellers shall count all the per- 
sons who may pass between them; and if any pass 
whose right to vote is disputed, the tellers shall re- 
port their names to the Cuaig, after the number 
of votes on both sides are reported, for the decision 
of the House. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN declined withdrawing his 
proposition, and insisted on taking an appeal from 
ine decision of the Cra. 

The CHAIB asked what decision the gentleman 
from Virginia demanded an appeal from. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN sad that his appeal was 
from the decision of the Cuarr, that no question 
could be put until the House decided who should 
vote as members from New Jersey. 

The CHAIR said, I withdraw that decision. 
(Much laughter.) 

The question was then taken on Mr. BRIGGS’S 
motion, and it was carried without a division. 

The CHAIR then stated the question on Mr. 
Ruerr’s motion, and instructed the tellers, in 
counting, to report if aby members, whose seats 
are contested, voted; using the language of the 
resolution just adopted on the motion of Mr. 
Briaes. 

_The House having seconded the call for the pre- 
vious question, 

The question wag then taken, Shall the main 
question be now pul? and was decided in the affir- 
mative without a division. 

The main question to lay Mr. Wise’s resolution 
on the table was then put, Messrs. DromGooLr and 
Davies having been appointed tellers. 

On counting the result, the tellers reported that 
there were 115 votes in the affirmative, and 114 in 
the negative; Mr. Naytor from Pennsylvania, 
whose seat was contested, voting with the nays. 


The CHAIR announced this decision of the 
Hause to be 115 in the affirmative and 115 in the 
negative, (the Cuarr voting with the nays,) so that 
there being a tie, the motion was lost. 


Mr. SMITH of Maine denied that the motion 
was lost, and appealed frum the decision of the 
Cnam. He understood the tellers as having re- 
ported that Mr. Nay.or, whose seat was contested, 
voted with the nays. He denied the right of Mr. 
Narytor to vote, and objected to its being counted. 

Mr. NAYLOR observed that the gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. Smita} had challenged his right 
to vote. Now, he challenged the right of the gen- 
tleman himself to vote. Here are my credentials, 
said Mr. N. holding them in his hand, 


Mr. SMITH of Maine. I torn the gentleman 
over to Mr. IxnarrsoLL, who has the certificate of 
the judges of election, and the certificate of the Go- 
vernor, under the broad seal of the State of Penn- 
sylvania. 

ı Mr. WISE moved that the vote of the gentle- 
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man from Pennsylvania be counted, and on that 
motion, he called for the previous question. f 
Mr. REYNOLDS, amidst much noise and dis- 
order, moved an adjournment—a number of gen- 
tlemen on the fleor. 
Mr. WISE and others opposed the adjournment, 
Mr. Wise proposing to sit by candle light. i 
The CHAIR was proceeding to put the question 


on Mr. Wisr’s resolution, which he said was the 


next in order; when 


journment, anc. demanded that the question be ta- 
ken on it. 

The CHAIR said that the motion to adjourn was 
not in order, while a question was pending. 

Mr. SMITH and several members here con- 
tended that the qnrestion of Mr. Raert’s motion 
was not decided, and that it yet depended on the 


| decision of Mr. Naytor’s right to vote. 


Mr. WELLER again moved the adjournment. 


Mr. WISE restated his motion that Mr. Nay- 


i 
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Lor’s vote be counted, and also his motion for the 
previous question on it. 

Mr. BRIGGS briefly explained the state of the 
| question before the House. The question, he said, 
| was put by the Cra, on the motion of the gentle- 
‘ man from South Carolina, (Mr. Ruert,} to lay the 
resolution of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Wisz] on the table, and the tellers reported that 
| the vote in the affirmative was 115, and in the ne- 
gative, 114; but ia conformity with the resolution 
adopted cn his mction, they also reported that Mr. 
Naytor, one of the gentlemen whose seat was con- 
tested, voted with the nays. The Cuair voting in 
the negative, there would have been a tie, and the 
resolution consequently lost, had there not been a 
vote cast by a gentleman whose seat was contested; 
but as there was such a vote given, the House must 
decide whether that vote should be counted, before 
the question could be considered as finally settled, 
whether the resolution of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia should be laid on the table or not. This, he 
believed, was a correct siate of the case. 

The CHAIR said he understood the decision of 
the House, in the motion of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Briaas,] to refer only to the 
contested seats from New Jersey, and that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Naytor] 
did not come within the decision of the House. 

The questien, therefore, the Cuatr considered to 
be on the resolution of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr. BRIGGS said that his motion was general 


# in its application, and applied to all the gentlemen 


whose seats were ‘contested. At Mr. B’s request 
the resolution was read by the Creriz, amidst much 
noise and confusion. 


The CHAIR said that he had announced the de- ` 


cision of the House, that- the resolution was lost, 
and did not hear the report of the tellers thata 
member whose seat was contested had voted. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose and stated that, as cne 
of the telers, he distinctly stated to the Crate, 
when he announced the vote, that Mr. Nat tor, 
one of the gentlemen whose seat was contested 
had voted. In this statement, Mr. D. was suse 
tained by Mr. DAVIES, the other teller, by Mr. 
SMITH of Maine, an l several other gentlemen. 

The CHAIR said that the question before the 
House was the previous qnestion on the resolution 
of the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. TURNEY appealed from the decision of 
the Care, as he considered that the first question 
te badecid.d was, whether Mr. Nay.or’s vote 
should be counted, 

Mr. WELLER moved an adjournment, and the 
question was taken; Messrs. Graves and Tour- 
NEY were appointed tellers, and on ccuntine 
the votes, they reported that there were— 
for the adjournment 116, against it 113; Messrs. 
Kite, Coorer, and RyaLL, members from New 
Jersey, whose seats are contested, voting in the 
affirmative, and Messrs. Hatsten, Aycricc, and 
Yorke, similarly situated, voting in the negative. 

The CHAIR then stated that the votes of the 
members whose seats were disputed not varying 


one it was decided in the affirmative, and 
a 


The House adjourned. 
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IN SENA Tin n 
pnrspay, December l1, 15332. 
Mr. NICHOLAS and Mr. MOUTON appeared 
in their seats this morning. 
Mr. BENTON offered the fo 
which lays over: 
Reso'ved, That t 
be r: quested to cause to 


owing resolution, 


he President of the United States 
be communicated to the 
Senate all the information which the War Office 


contains, or can conveniently procure, of the mas- 
f families, of small parties, 


crews or passengers, which 
orida during the present hos- 
tilities, and including those which took place before 
the war became open on the part of the Indians; 
noting, as far as it can be cenveniently done, how 
far families have been broken up, and driven 
from their homes, their houses burnt, and their 
y destroyed. f 

Mr. BENTON also offered the following resolu- 
tion, which lays over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate as follows: 

1. A table cf the import and export of gold bul- 
lion, with the excess of each, annually, from the 
commencement of the Federal Government, or as 
far back as the returns in the Treasury Department 
will enable the table to be made up. 

2. A like table of gold coin. 

3. A like table of silver bullion. 

4. A like table of silver coin. 

5. A table of recapitulation showing the total 


' annual imports and exports of coin and bullion in 


one column, and the excestes in two oiher co- 
lumns, for the same length of time. 

6. A detailed statement of the weekly exporta- 
tions of coin and bullion for the year 1839, showing 
the names and residences of the exporters, and 
their consignees in foreign countries. 

7. A detailed table of exports and imports of 
i coin and bullion of the United States for the 
| year 1839. 

8. A table of the annual coinage of gold and sil- 
' verat the Mint of the United States and the Branch 
| Mists, from the time they were respectively esta- 
` blished. 

9. A table of the annual product of the gold 


i mines of the United States from the time of their 


discovery. 
The whole of said tables made up to the end of 
the year 1839. F 
A message was received from the President of 
the United States; which was laid 6n the table. 
The Senate then went into Æxecutive session; 
and afterwards 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPREJENTATIVES, 
WEDNESDAY, December 11, 1839. 

As svon as the journal of yesterday was read, 

Mr. WISE rose and moved an amendment to 
the journal, to insert after the paragraph which de- 
clared that Mr. Smitu of Maine contested Mr. 
| Naylor's right to vote, and Mr. Naylor also 
. contested Mr. Sarrit’s right to vote.” 
| Mr. SMITH said he had no objection to this 
; amendment in the journal. 
The question was then put, and the amendment 
; of the journal agreed to. 

The CHAIR then stated the question to be on 


; the appeal of the genileman from Tennessee (Mr. 
| Turney] from the decision of the Cnam. The 
| Cmar had decided that the motion of the gentle- 

man from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr,] to Jay 
' Mr. Wise’s resolution on the table, was lost—the 


| vote standing 115 in the affirmative and 115 in the 
| negative, counting the votes of the Cuarr and Mr. 


Navtor in the negative. From this decision the 


gentieman from Tennessee had taken an appe 

the House. ee 
Mr. WISE then called the previous question on 

this appeal, which was seconded, and the main 

question was ordered to be put. 

_The main question then, was, whether the de- 
cision of the Crair, as stated above, should stand 
as the judgment of the House. 

Messrs. Jonsson and CARTER, both of Ten- 
Nessee, were appoinied tellers; and when the yeas 
were counted, the tellers annguaced that theta 
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were 112 voting in the affirmative, counting the 
votes of Mr. NayLor, and the five New Jersey mem- 
bers, who claimed seals under the Governor’s cer- 
tificate. 

The other side was then counted, and the tellers 
announced that there were 118 voting in the nega- 
tive, counting the vote of Mr. INGERSOLL, and 
three of the New Jersey members claiming seats 
as having been elected by the people. 

The CHAIR then stated, withont announeeng the 
result, that there were six members voting in the af- 
firmative whose right to vote was contested, and 
four voting in the negative whose rights were also 
contested; and as the names of these persons had 
been given in to the CLERK, it would be for the 
House to decide upon their right to vote, name by 
name, as they had been presented to the CLERK. 

Mr. SMITH. It don’t change the result, there- 
fore let the Cnam announce the decision of the 
House. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON. There are more mem- 
bers from New Jersey and Pennsylvania voting 
than those States are entitled to have on this floor 
by the Constitation and laws of the United States. 
Therefore the question must be decided as to who 
have a right to vote. : 

The CHAIR again stated that there were more 
members voting from New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
than could be permitted to vote under the Consti- 
tation and laws, and it would new be for the 
House to determine who of them should vote. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine inquired how many votes 
were given on the question in the affirmative and 
negative, including all who voted. 

The CHAIR stated that there were 112 voting 
to sustain the decision of the Cuair, and 118 
against that decision. f 

Mr. SMITH of {Maine. There are 112 in the 
affirmative, including 6 whose rights were disputed, 
and 118 in the negative, inculding 4 whose 
righs were disputed. Then the decision of 
the Cmar is reversed, whether you do or 
do not count the disputed votes; and what 
good can result from raising this question as 
to the right of these disputed members to vote now. 
Besides, he had understood it to be the-express un- 
derstanding that no suc! question should be raised, 
when the votes of the disputed members did not 
change the result. 

Mr. WISE said that the rule prescribed by the 
resolution of the gentleman from Massachasetis 
(Mr. Bricas] was the rule of action for the meet- 
ing, and that resolution did not confine usto the 
point suggested by the gentleman from Maine. 
Bat it declares expressly that, where(disputed mem- 
bers have voted, that part shall be reported to the 
House, and the. House wiil then have to decide 
upon their right to vote, whether their votes change 
the result or not. 


The CHAIR then decided that the meeting must 
now proceed to determine upon the rights of the 
disputed members to vote, name by name, as they 
had been given in to the CLERK. 

Mr. WISE. Then I call for the reading of the 
name of the first contested member who voted in 
the affirmative, and on the question as to his right 
te vote. I move the previous question. 

[Half a dozen of members now rose to address 
the Crain amidst loud cries of “order,” “order,” 
torder.”] 

Mr. TURNEY rose, amidst loud cries of ‘“or- 
der! order! order!” and said that a vote had been 
taken in the House, which should be announced 
by the Cuair, before any other question was 
raised. Sir, said Mr. T. I ask if you were placed 
in that chair to announce only such decisions as 


would snit your party? [Mach noise and confu-. 


sion, with cries of “order! order!” “go on! go 
on!” “hear him! hear him!”] Sir, you must dis- 
pose of the question before the House, and an- 
nounce the decision it has made, before you at- 
tempt to Taise another question. I want to kaow 
if you were placed in that chair to suppress the de- 
cisions of this House, and play the tyrant? [Much 
noise and confusion.) 

[Mr. Sranvey here ran across the area in front 
of the Cuerx’s table, and up one of the passages, 
slapping his hands, and crying out in a loud voice, 


“Let the gentleman come to me; I will settle that 

question with him.”] 

Mr. TURNEY. Sir, your decisions have been 
again and again reversed by the House, because 
you have had no regard to law, to justice, and 
to the rules and usages of the House; and al- 
though the House has so reversed them, its 
decisions cannot be enforced, because you 
are determined to make good your decla- 
ration, that so long as you occupy that Chair, 
the members from New Jersey whose cause 
you favor, shall never be deprived of their votes. 
The House has reversed your decision but a short 
time ago, on my appeal, by aclear majority of 
undisputed members. There were voting against 
your decision 118, only four disputed members 
voting on that side, while there were only 112 
voting to sustain that decision, six of whom were 
disputed members. So that by striking out the 
four disputed votes against your decision, there 
would be a majority against you, even though you 
count the disputed votes in favor of your decision. 
Yet, notwithstanding this clear majority, you refuse 
to announce the result, and decide that another 
question must first be determined. Sir, your deci- 
sion is tyrannical and monstrous. You have 
usurped the powers of the House, and attempted 
to reverse its solemn decisions, and J shall appeal 
again and again, so long as you pursue this most 
extraordinary course. I demand that you shall 
announce the result on the vote taken this morning, 
and if you decide that you will not, I appeal from 
your decision. 

[Great disorder was now prevailing in the 
House.] 

Mr. INGERSOLL rose to say a single word— 
[“ No,” “no,” “no,” “hear him,” “hear him.”] 
Mr. VANDERPOEL appealed to the courtesy 

of the gentleman, to allow the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania to say a word. 

[“ No,” “no,” “no,” “ He shall not speak,” 
emanated from various parts of the House.] 

Mr. SMITH of Maine, would appeal to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Brigas) to say 
if it was not his intention, by his resolution, that 
no notice should be taken of the disputed votes 
where they did not change the result. 

Mr. THOMPSON then ross, and asked the gen- 
tleman from Virginia to withdraw the motion for 
the previous question. 

Mr. WISE said he could not do so for the dearest 
friend he had. The sooner we settle this question, 
the better for us and the country. 

The CHAIR then stated the decision which he 
had made this morning, that the House must de- 
termine who of the disputed members had a right 
to vote on the appeal taken by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, and stated also, that the gentleman from 
Tennessee had taken an appeal from this decision. 

Mr. WISE. Then I move the previous ques- 
tion on this appeal. 

Mr. TURNEY said, in order to disembarrass the 
House, he wou'd withdraw the appeal he had 
taken a few minutes ago. 

Mr. WISE. Then I move the previous ques- 
tion on the question as to the right of the first 
disputed member to vote. 

The CHAIR put this question to the House, and 
declared that the previous question was seconded. 


Mr. McKAY rose toa question of order. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Briccs] had 
offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That on the motion of Mr. Ruerr to lay 
Mr. Wise’s-motion on the table, or on Mr. WISE’s 
resolution itself, the tellers shall count all the per- 
sons whe may pass between them; and if any pass 
whose right to vote is disputed, the tellers shall re- 
port their names to the Cnair, after the numberof 
votes on both sides are reported, for the decision of 
the House. - 

Now this resolution provided for but two cases, 
in which the tellers were to report to the House. 

Mr. WISE. {call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. McKAY. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts offered this resolution. 

Mr. WISE. I call the gentleman to order. The 
previous question has been moved and seconded 
by the House, and no gentleman can now discuss 
the merits of the question. 


Mr. McKAY. I can certainly raise a question 
of order. 

The CHAIR stated that the main question must 
now be presented to the House, and, that being pnt, 
the main question was ordered. 

Mr. WISE called for the reading of the first 
name in the affirmative. 

{Here there was a difference between the CHAIR 
and the CLERK as to whose name should be called 
first. Tne CLerk pointing to the name of Mr. 
Naytor as being first on the list, and the Crair 
pointing to the names of the Whig members from 
New Jersey.} 

Mr. WISE. The name, the name. 
have the name. 

The CLERK then read the name of Mr. Nar- 
Lor as being first on his list. 

Mr. CRABB here asked for the reading of the 
credentials in his case. He would not vote in the 
dark upon any question, to carry out the wishes of 
any party. 

Mr. McKAY now rose, and slated his point of 
order. By the resolution which he had read a few 
minutes ago, the House had confined itself to two 
cases in which the tellers were to report ihe names 
of the contested members voting—first upon Mr. 
RuHeEtTr’s motion to lay Mr. Wisz’s resolution on 
the table, and secondly on Mr. Wisr’s resolution 
itself. He would appeal to the gentleman who of- 
fered the resolution to say if this was not the case. 

Wr. WISE. I call the gentleman to ordsr. 

“Mr. McKAY. I appeal to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, 

Mr. WISE. _I call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL rose amidst considerable 
noise and confusion, and stated that this question 
which the Craik was about to propound to the 
House, had already been decided. The Cmar 
had decided that the members claiming seats from 
New Jersey, under the Governor’s certificate, were 
entitled to vote, andthe House had reversed that 
decision. Therefore the House had decided that 
they should not vote, and why was it attempted 
again and again to force this question upon the 
House, which had already been decided. 

Mr. GRANGER, I call my orderly. friend and 
colleague to order. By the 45th rule of the House, 
no debate can arise upon a question of order, 
after the previous question has been sustained. 

The question was now. stated to be on the right 
of Mr. Naytor to vote, 

Mr. CRABB again stated that before that ques- 
tion was put, he desired to have the credentials of 
both Mr. Naytor and Mr. IxcersoLL read, in er- 
der that he might vote understandingly on the 
question. 


The CLERK then read the proclamation of 
Governor Ritner, dated the 30th of October, 1838, 
which declared that Messrs. PAYNTER, SERGEANT, 
Torann, Naytor, etc. were elected members of the 
Twenty-sixth Congress, 

Mr. CURTIS. How many members of Con- 
gress does this proclamation include? 

Mr. WISE. All from the State of Pennsylva- 
nia—twenty-eight members. 

Mr. KEIM inquired whether the great seal of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania had been 
affixed to this proclamation in the first instance. 

The CLERK held up the proclamation, but the 
reporter cou!d not see whether the great seal was 
upon it or not. ae 

Mr. KEIM. Is there not some memorandum in 
the possession of the Crier, which will show 
that the great seal was not upon it in the first in- 
stance? 

The CLERK then read a read a memorandum; 
as the Reporter understood it, that Mr. Joun Ser- 
cean? had called at the Crerk’s office and ob- 
tained the proclamation, for the purpose of having 
the seal of the Commonwealth placed upon it, 
which had been omitted in§the first instance. 

Mr. NAYLOR then rose, and said, I hold in my 
hand a proclamation of Governor Porter, dated 
nine days before the issuing of the proclamation 
declaring Mr. Incersouy elected, which declares 
that I am elected. , 

[Many voices. Letushearitreal.] 

The CLERK then read the paper which Mr. 
NAY handed up. It was a copy of the procla, 


Let us 
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mation of Governor Rit 
had been obtained from t 


ner, before read, which 
he office of the Secretary 
of State, at Harrisburg, and certified by Francis 
R. Shunk, Secretary of State, as being a cor- 
rect copy, and also containing a certificate of Go- 
vernor Porter, that Francis R. Shunk was his Se- 
cretary of State. 

Mr. RAMSEY. This is a mere copy of the 
proclamation of Governor Rimmer, which was read 
a short time ago. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine. Did T not understand 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Nay or] 
to say, when he presented this paper, that he held 
in his hand a proclamation of Gov. Porter, dated 
a few days before the issuing of the proclamation 
declaring Mr. Incerson. elected, which declared 
that he (Mr. Navroz) was elected? 

[Lond cries of “order!” “order!” “order!”} 

Mr. NAYLOR. Leave the gentleman to me. 
I will answer him. 


Mr.SMITH proceeded. Did the gentleman not | 


make the declaration that he held in his hand a 
-proclamation of Governor Porter, declaring him 
elected? I should be the last man to charge the 
gentleman with intentional quibbling, but if that 
was his declaration, and the paper read was the 
one‘referred to, I put it to the House to say whe- 
ther he has not been quibbling? Will the gentle- 
man answer me? 

Mr. NAYLOR rose. 

The CHAIR called to order. 

Mr. NAYLOR. I appeal to the House and to 
the CHair to do me an act of justice. 

The CHAIR decided that no debate couli be 
permitted now. 

Mr. WISE then called for the reading of. the 
law of Pennsylvania in regard to the elections of 
members of Congress from that State. 

Mr. RIVES. I understood that the gentleman 
from Alabama (Mr. Crass} had called for the 
reading of the credentials of the contested member 
from Pennsylvania. I now inquire, has every 
thing connected with the returns of members from 
that State, whose seats are contested, been read? 

Mr. COOPER. 
State of Georzia, I protest against that course. 

Mr. RAMSEY. As a Representative of the 
State of Pennsylvania, I insist upon it. 

Mr. CRABB said he had called for the creden- 
tials in this case—all of them—but he wished to 
hear nothing in regard to any other question than 
the question as to who had the returns according 
to the laws of Pennsylvania. 

The Crier then read the law of Pennsylvania 
of 1832 in relation to the election of members of 
@ongress After which, 

The CHAIR said it would now be for the House 
to decide whether Mr. Naytor’s vote should be 
counted. 

Mr. DUNCAN then called for the reading of the 
thirty-fourth rule of the House; which was read as 
follows: 

“No member shall vote on any question in the 
event of which he is immediately cr particularly 
interested.” 

Mr. F. Tuomas and Mr. Fittmone were then 


appointed tellers, and the vote was announced—119 | 


to 112, the disputed members from New Jersey 
voting, but their votes could not change the result. 
So the House decided that Mr. Naytor’s vote 
should be counted. 

Mr. WISE. Nov read the next man in the af- 
firmative. 

The CLERK then read the name of Mr. Ay- 
CRIGG. 

_Mr. WISE. I move the previous question in 
his case, and call for the reading of his credentials. 

Mr. TURNEY. Isit the intention to read the 
credentials on one side only? 

Mr. WISE. No; read all—we will hear all. 

The CLERK then read the credentials in the 
case of Mr. Aycrica? 

The credentials oi Mr. Aycrice being read, 

The certificate of Mr. Westcott, Secretary of 
State of the State of New Jersey, certifying that 
Messrs. Raut, Coorer, Dickerson, Vroom, and 
Kile, received a majority of the votes, was also 
read; after which, 

Mr, WISE called for the reading of the laws of 


As a Representative of the | 
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New Jersey regulating the elections in that Siate, 


d for the reading of the se- 
cond and fifth sections of the Constitution, pro- 
viding “that each Hou e shall be the judge of the 
eiection, returps, and qualification of its own 
members;” all of which were read. ‘ 

The CHAIR being about to put the question, 

Mr. BYNUM raised a question of order. He 
wanted to know if the House 
lemnly decided that 
whose seats were contested shi ) 
He thought, therefore, that this question cou 
be taken a second time. 

Tellers were then called for, 


and 
Mr. BYNUM calle 


should not be counted. 
Id not 


and Messrs. 


| Cocrer of Georgia and PagMENTER were ap- 


pointed. 

Mr. AYCRIGG announced to the House that 
Le would not vote in his own case. 

The question was then taken whether the vote 
of Mr. Aycriac should be counted, on which the 


i tellers reported—ayes 117—Messis. MaxwELL, 


Yorke, Hatsrep, and STRATTON, whose seats were 


| contested, voting with the ayes; and the noes to be 
| 199-—three members from New Jersey, Messts. 


Kite, Cooper, and Rvatt, whose seats were con- 


tested, voting in the negative. te 
The CHAIR then announced the decision of the 


| House to be 117 ayes, which, with the vote of the 


Carr, made 118 in the affirmative, and 122 votes 
in the negative. 

The CHAIR considered this decision of the 
House to be utterly anconstitutional. 

[Roars of laughter, and much noise and confu- 
sion. 

Mr! DROMGOOLE considered the declaration 
made by the Cuarr, that the decision just given 
was unconstitational, to bea direct reflection on 
the Hous. 

The CHAIR proceeded. Four of those who 
voted in the affirmative are members from the 
State of New Jersey, whose seats were contested ,and 
three of those who voted in the negative were gen- 
tlemen who contested their seats. The decision of 
the House deprived a sovereign State of its right 
to say through its constituted an‘horities who 
should be its Representative on that floor; and it 
was, therefore, in the opinion of the Craig, ancon- 
stitutional; but, inasmuch as the meeting, in its 


| present imperfect state, had thought proper to 


make the decision, the Crn: weuld acq'iesce in 
it, and announce the result; which was, that the 
vote of Mr. Aycriag should not be counted. 
{Much laughter and coniinurd confusion.] 

ve: SMITH of Maine then asked who was 
nex! 

The CHAIR replied, Mr. MAXWELL. 

Mr. WISE moved the previous question, and 
that it be taken orally. 

[Cries of “No, no! tellers!) 

The House having seconded the previous ques- 
tion, Mesars. Parmenter and Cooper of Georgia 
were appointed tellers, end the question was taken 
whether the vote of Mr. Maxweirt should be 
counted, on which the tellers reported 116 ayes, 
Messrs. HALSTED, Yorxr, and STRATTON, voting 
in the affirmative; and 122 noes, no gentlemen 
whose seats are disputed voting in the negative. 

The CHAIR then announced the decision of the 
House that the vote of Mr. Maxwett should not 
be counted. 

Mr. WISE proposed, with the general consent of 
the House, to take the question as to counting the 
votes of the other three gentlemen, Messrs. HAL- 
STED, YORKE and STRATTON, together. 

This having been arreed to, the question was 
taken, and the same tellers as on the last vote re- 
ported that there were 110 in the affirmative and 
117 in the negative, no contested members voting 
on either side. = 

The CHAIR then announced the decision of the 
House that the votes of Messis. HaLsTED, YorKE 
and Srratron should not be counted. f 

Mr. WISE next called for the question whether 
the vote of Mr. InasrsoLr should be counted, and 
this question was decided in the negative—ayes 
none, nays 133. 

Be i Bic pene taken was whether the votes 
A ERON, Vroom, RyaLL, Cooper, 


had not already so- | 
the votes of the members | 


ee a a a —- 


and Kirie should be counted, and this was de- 
cided in the negative—113 nays, ayes Rone; when 

The CHAIR announced that the votes of these 
gentlemen should not be counted, and een to 
say thal the appeal from the decision of the Crratr, 
that the vote of Mr. Nayror should be counted, 
made‘by the gentleman from Tennessee, hac been 
decided against the Crrair; but, ip the process of 
that decision, the House had deciced that that very 
yote should be counted, and thus, in effect, affirmed 
the decision of the Cain. eee 

Mr. WISE then said that the decision just made 
by the House brought back the question to his re- 
solution, for it had decided that the vote of Mr. 
Navrar should be counted, and this vote made a 
tie on the motion to lay his resolution on the table. 
He therefore called for the previous question on it. 

The CHAIR then stated that the question be- 
fore the House was the previous question on the 
resolution of the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. PICKENS said if that was the question be- 
fore the House, he held in his hand an amendment 
to the resolution of the gentleman from Virginia, 
and therefore he would vote against the previous 
question. 

The question was then taken by tellers, Messrs. 
Cave Jcnnson and Peck, to ascertain if there was 
a second to the previous question; and they re- 
porting 113 ayes, and 113 noes, the Cuairt voted 
in the affirmative, and, therefore, announced that 
the call for the previous question was seconded. 

The question was then stated by the CHAIR to 
be, “whether the main question shall now be 

ut.” 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called for tellers; and 
amid loud cries of “no, no—no tellers,” 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said he would withdraw 
the call for tellers if the House would permit the 
amendment of the gentleman from South Crrolina 
to be read. 

Cries of “no, no! tellers, tellers !” 

The same tellers were then appointed— Messrs. 
Cave Jonson and Prcx; who, after counting, re- 
ported 117 ayes, and 97 noes; so it was decided 
that the main question should be put. 

‘The main question was then stated by the Crain 
to be on Mr. Wisz’s resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Acting Clerk of this House 
shall proceed with the call of the members from 
the different States of the Union in the usual way, 
calling the names of such members from New 
Jersey as hold the regular and legal commissions 
from the Executive of that State. 

The ayes and noes having been called for on 
different sides of the House, j 

Mr. WISE said, let ns have the ayes and noes. 
We have purged the House, and there is now no 
objection. 

The CHAIR said that by the general consent of 
the House, the ayes and noes might be called. 

_ Which being agreed to, the question was taken 
in that way, and was decided in the negative— 
yeas 115, nays 118, as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. x i 
Anean, ea AT Dalai black Dad be s 
Briggs, Brockway, Anson Prown, Calhoun, J. Campbell, W. B 
Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden Clark Colquitt, J. 
Cooper, M. A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston Crockett, 
Curtis, Cushing, E. Davies, G. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Den. 
nis, Dillett. Eéwarda, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, J Garland 
R. Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggins, ” Goode Gra- 
ham, Granger, Graves, Green, Grianell, Habersham, Tall 
W, 8. Hastings, Henry, Fill of Virginia Hoffman ‘Tune 
Hunter, James, Jenifer, C. Johnston, W. ©. Johnson, King, 
Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin. Mason, Mercer. Mitchell M roe 
Morgan, C. Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ògle Osborne. Palen Peck. 
Pope, Profit, Randail, Randolph, Hariden, Rayner, Reed’ 
Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepard, Simonton. 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stanley, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro. w. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trambull, Under. 


wood, P. J. Wagner, Warren, E. D. White, J i 
Williams, L. Wiliama, J. L Williams o Bi. Wue T. W. 
Wiliama a Wama L. Williams, C. H. Williams, $S. 
AYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, H f 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, i neron, 
Brown, A. G. Brown, Burke, 


Athertor 
ag Royd, Brewater, Aaron V. 
2 -H. Butler, W. O. Buti - 
nam, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Cliflord, Coles, Conu 
a i A roes, Pana, Davee, John Davis, John W. 
; lanya, Doane, Doig, Dromgoole, Du Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, } rhe cae 
braith, Gerry, Grifin Hammond, Ha aA Whee ee 
king, Hill of North ‘Carolina, Tiillen Hollen ete 
i f oll 

Enos Mook, or lal A Howard, Hubbard, TB AKSA 
son, J. Johnson, C. Johnson, N. Jones J. W.Jon ; 
Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis ig fue 
Me 5 an, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, 
M e 1 Montgomery, 8. W. Morria, Newhard, Parish, Parmen: 
r, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentigs, Rameey, Reys 


nolda, Rheit, Rives, Robinson, E. Rogera, J. Rogers, Samuels, 


Shaw, A. Smith, J. Smith, Thos, Smith, Starkweather, Steinrod, 


3 S i S è F. Thomas, P. 
Bron, Sumpor, OnE oy Vancerpoel, D:D. Wase: 
ner, Watterson, Weller, Wick, J. W. Williams, H. Williams, 
and Worthingten TS. 

Mr. RHETT then submitted the following re- 
solution, and moved the previous question on it: 

Resolved, That the House will proceed to call 
the names of gentlemen whose rights to seats are 


not disputed or contested; and after the names of | 


such members are called, and before a Speaker is ! 


elected, they shall, provided there be a quorum of 
such present, then hear and adjudge upon the elec- 
tion returns and qualifications of all claimants 
(Mr. Incersoit and Mr. Naytor excepted) to the 
seats contested on this floor. 

The resolution having been read, the second to 
the previous question was decided in the affirma- 
tive without a division. 

The next question, Shall the main question be 
now pal? was tzken, and also decided in the af- 
firmative without a division. : 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia then moved a division 
of the resolution into two branches, and to take the 
question en each separately; the first branch to end 
with the word contested. 

This having been agreed to, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked if the effect of it was 
to preclude an investigation, by the House, into the 
returns and qualifications of its own members. 

Mr. PICKENS. By no‘ means, sir. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. With that understanding, 
sir, I shall vote for it. i 

The CHAIR then stated the question to be on 
Hie first branch of Mr. Ruerrt’s resolution, as fol- 
lows: i 

Resolved, That the House will proceed to call the 
names of gentlemen whose rights to seats are not 
disputed or contested. l 

On taking this question it was decided in the 
affirmative without a division. 

The question next came up on the second branch 
of Mr. Ruerr’s resolution, in the following 
words: 

“And after the names of snch members are 
called, and before a Speaker is elected, they shall, 
provided there be a quorum of such present, then 
hear and adjudge upon the election, returns and 
qualifications of all claimanis (Messrs. INGERSOLL 
and Naylor excepted) to the seats contested on 
this flocr.” 

Mr. MERCER called for the yeas and nays on 
this question; which were ordered, aad it was ce- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 138, nays 92, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Alford, Judson Allen, John W, 
Allen, H. J. Anderson, 3. H. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, 
A. G. Brown, Burke, S. H. Butler, W. O. Butler, Bynum, 
J. Campbell, W. B. Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, 
Chapman, Chinn, Chittenden, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Crabb, 
Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, J. Davis, J. W. Davis, 
Deberry, De la Montonya, Doane, Doig, Dromgoote, Duncan, 
Karl. Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, 
Galbraith, J. Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, 
Hand, J. Hastings, Hawkins, J. Hill of N. C. Hitlen, Holleman, 
Hook, Hopkins, Tilghman A Howard, Robert M. T. Huncer, 
Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetier, Leet, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas. McClellan, McCullob, McKay, 
Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Osborne, Parmenter, Parris, Payn- 
ter, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsay, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, 
Elward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 
Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Steinrod, Storrs, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Stuart, 
Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, D. D. Wagener, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
and Worthington—133. , 


NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Barnard, Biddle, Black, Bond, 
Botts, A. Brown, Calhoun, Clark, J. Cooper, M. A. Cooper, 
Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, G. Davis, 
Daweon, Dennis, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
R. Garland, Gates, Giddings, Goggins, Goode, Graham, Gran- 
ger, Graves. Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, W. S. Hastings, 
Henry, J. 'T. Hillof Va. Hoffman, Holmes, Hubbard, Hunt, 
James, Jenifer, Chas. Johnston, Wm. Cost Johnson, Law- 
rence, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, Mercer, Mitchell, Monroe, 
Morgan, C. Morris, Ogle, Palen, Parish, Peck, Petrikin, Pickens, 
Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Stanley, Taliaferro, Francis Thomas, Waddy Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, P. J. Wagner, Warren, È. D. White, 
John White, T. W. Williams, L Williams, J. L. Wiliams, 
C. H. Williams, 8. Williams, and Wise—92, 


Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, who voted 
with the majority, then moved a reconsideration of 
the vote just taken, and observed that his purpose 
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ing resolution, which he read te the House: 

Resolved, That the Acting Clerk of this House 
shali proceed with the call of the members from 
the different Siates of this Union, calling the names 
of such members only as present the legal evidence 
of their being members elect of the ‘Twenty-sixth 
Congress; and that this House will proceed to its 
organization in the usual form, with the under- 
standing, that as soon as the rights to the contested 
seats are determined, its first organization shall be 
dissolved, and a new election for officers be held 
forthwith. : 

Several members asked if the motion for a re- 
consideration was in order. 

The CHAIR decided that it was. 

Mr. PICKENS. Then if the reconsideration is 
ordered, I shall move this resolution [holding up 
one in his hand.] 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina rose, ahd 
begged the attention of the House while he ex- 
plained the object he had in view. lt had been a 
matter of surprise to him, that the resolution sub- 
mitted some days ago by an honorable member 
from New York [Mr. Hunt] had not met witha 
more favorable consideration by the House. That 
proposition was, that the names of all the members 
who held certificates of their election from the con- 
stituted authorities of their respective States, should 
be called by the Crerx, and that then ifa quorum 
should be presented, they should proceed to the 
organization of the House, by etecting the Speaker 
and other officers, with the understanding that if, 
after an investigation by the House into the re- 
turns and qualitications of the members whose 
seats were contested, it should be found that such 
organization of the House had been effected by a 
minority, in consequence of the votes of members 
not entitled to seats, that then the House should 
set aside these elections, and proceed to a new orga- 
nization. This proposition he had endeavcred to 
follow up, in the resolution he now wished to offer. 
Notwithstanding, (said Mr. C) the difficult and 
helpless position we are now placed in, we have 
now an opportuniiy. of setting a precedent, 
which may be the foundation of parliamentary 
law in future times. He dil not regret the difi- 
culties and embarrassments which the House had 
to encounter. He rejoiced that this question had 
been raised in this early period of our history,a pe- 
riod of peace and tranquillity, rather than in onein 
which, if the people were less intelligent, more cor- 
rupt, and less attached to our institutions, a mili- 
tary leader might march his myrmidons into that 
hall, and settle it according to his owa pleasure. We 
are still in that helpless condition. 


ject of organization. But what are we to do? Un- 


less we subject ourselves to the delay of going into | 


the merits of the elections, as contemplated by the 
resolution of his colleague just adopted, during all 
which time the more important legislative business 
of the Honse must be neglected, we have only one 
possible course to adopt, and that is to call the 
names only of such members as have the legal and 
regular credentials from the constituted authorities 
of their respectives States, and with them, having 
formed a quorum, proceed to the organization of 
the House, by the election of its officers, with the 
understanding that he had before adverted to. 
No possible harm could result from this course; 
for after the House shall have decided on the re- 
turns and qualifications cf the gentlemen whose 
seals are contested, the organization may be disso! ved 
and a new election of officers gone iuto, if it should be 
found that such elections were made in consequence 
of members voting who had not been duly elect- 
ed. Notwithstanding all we have seen in the news- 
papers of the day; notwithstanding all the docu- 
ments that had been read at the CLerx’s table, we 
have heard nothing (Mr. C. said) to warrant us in 
deciding that the rights of ihe people of New 
Jersey have been outraged, and that the five gen- 
tlemen who come here with the certificates of the 
Governor of that State have obtained these certi- 
ficates through fraud. Until it sha'l be proved that 
her constituted anthorities have been recreant to 
the obligations of honor and of duty, and have 


‘The wheels of | 
the Government are stopped, while the House is | 
unable to advarce a step towards the desirable ob- | 


was, ifhis motion prevailed, tosubmit the follow- 


[i 
' of excluding five-sixths of the representation of a 


i 


di 


abused the high trusts confided to them, we cannot, 
(said Mr. C.) without better evidence, dispute the 
validity ef their certificates. }am satisfied (said 
Mr. C.) that gentlemen of all parties in the House 
are governed by the most liberal as well as patriotic 
considerations; and that they would not allow 
any party feelings to influence them in a decision 
involving the rights of five-sixths of the representa- 
tion of a sovereign State. ButJ, said he, who 
have never been behind the scenes, who am 


j bound to neither party, venture to say that, if the 


two parties were not so equally balanced that the 
election of a Speaker depended, in a great mea- 
sure, on the decision as to which set of the claim- 
antsto seats from New Jersey should be ad- 
mitted as members from that State, the difi- 
cult and embarrassing questions now before us 
never would have been raised. 

And now, with the same spirit, but not with the 
same eloquence, with which the proposition of the 
gentleman from New York was made, I invite 
gentlemen, of all parties, to join in this compro- 
mise. We cannot shut our eyesto the injustice 


sovereign State; and, further, we cannot shut our 
eyes to the injustice of allowing a minority 
io elect the officers of this House, in conse- 
quence of the votes of those who hold false 
certificates. There is only one equal ground 
on which both parties could meet on this ques- 
tion; and that is, by- temporary . organization, 
to last only until the election returns and qualifica- 
tions of disputed members are decided on. The 


- House could then go into a new organization, 


if it should be necessary. In our present situa- 
tion, (said Mr. C.) it is the best and only coarse 
we could adopt. If we adhere to the resolution 
just decided, it may be months before we can set- 
ile the controversy in regard to the election cases; 


; our legislative proceedings may be impeded for 


months, and the interest of our constituents be- 
sacrificed. It must be conceded that this was a 
moment of peculiar interest to the commercial com- 
munity. Standing, as we do, on .the brink of a 
great commercial crisis, our fellow citizens are 
looking with great anxiety for the message of the 
President, which they expect will convey ‘o them 
important and useful information. In addiion to 
this, our fellow-cilizens of Florida are looking 
with great anxiety for the assistance of 
the National Government. Since we have been 
sitting here, intelligence has reached us 
that four of ovr fellow-citizens have been 
murdered within a few miles of St. Augustine, and 
their bodies were carried into the town, presenting 
a horrfd spectacle of savage barbarity. The cir- 
cumstances should not only stimulate us to our 
duty, but appeal to our humanity. Such are the 
events now occurring on cur Southern border, and 
at the .adj:urament of the last Congress, Cark and 
potest us clouds were gathe:irg on cur Ncrtheast- 
era fronter, Those clouds, its true, for the pre- 
sest, were happily dissipated. But lt us be or- 
ganized. Let us ascer'ain our position. The clouds © 
ag in may cather, and the good ship up a wi ich 
we are embarked should be put in t im, that if the 
storm should Lurst, we may be prepared tv meet it 
manfully. 

One remark he would make in reference to him- 
self, before be sat down. He stood here un- 
pledged to any party; but when he added that 
when he went fora strict construction, it was not 
necessary for him to say thathe would favor a De- 
mecratic orgainzation on the partof this House. 
He never would, however, neither for party, or any 
other purposes, adopt a course which he thought in 
opposition to the State Rights principles he pro- 
fessed. It was with these considerations that he 
submitted his motion for a reconsideration, which 
he hoped would meet with the favorable conside- 
ration of the House. : 

Mr. GRAVES thought that the proposition of 
the gentleman from Seuth Carolina was, in sub= 
stance the same as that of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Wise,] for it was stated by several gen- 
tleman that they did not question the nght of tLe 
majority to alter the organization of the Hopse, 
after deciding on the contested election cases. The 
majority, Mr. G. said, could alter the organiza» 
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tion of the House as well after adopting the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Virginia, as after 
adopting that just submitted by the gentleman from 
South Carolina. Mr. G. saw that there woud be 
no end to discussion, without adopting the course 
we have pursued all the morning; and, therefore, 
he would call for the previous question on the re 
solution of the gentleman from South Carolina. 


| 
| 


Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the House do now - 
adjourn; which motion was lost without a division. . 
Mr. WADDY THOMPSON observed that he ` 


would vote for the reconsideration, without pledging 
himself to vo'e for or against the resolution of his 
colleague. 

The CHAIR having stated the question, 

Mr. TURNEY called for a division of the ques- 
tion on the reconsideration, so as to take the votes 
n the same order that they were taken on adopting 
Mr. Ruert’s resolution. 


| 
| 
| 
i 


_ question on the appeal. 


Mr. CAMPBELL observed, that his motion - 
was worded to suit the whole resolution, and could © 


not, without destroying its effects, be divided. 


The CHAIR said that the motion of the gentle- | 


man from South Carolina was not susceptible of a 
division. 
Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS took the liberty of 


suggesting to the Cram that the motion of the ` 


gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] was 
divided into two parts, and the question taken on 
each separately. 
take the question on reconsidering these two prope- 
sitions in one vote. . 

Mr. WISE said the motion of tke gentleman 
from South Carolina was indivisible. The gen- 
teman from South Carolina intended it to be so, 
and he certainly ought to know how the question 
0 ght to be taken. 

Mr. BRIGGS insisted that the motion was divi- 


It was not, therefore, in order to | 
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here all night without adjourning. Two proposi- 
tions have been made, and the House has decided 
one of them. The Cmar then declares we cannot 
go away without deciding the other. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called. for the previous 


The CHAIR. 1 withdraw my decision, and 
will, if the House please, take the question on the 
adjournment. 

Tellers being called for on the question of ad- 
journment, Messrs. Hasersuam and GALBRAITH 
were appointed as such, and upon a count, It: 
was ascertained that there were—ayes 107, noes 54. | 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow, at 12 | 
o’clock, M. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuvrspay, Dec. 12, 1839. 
A message from the President of the United 
States was received, which being uf an Executive 
character, 


The Senate went into an Executive session, and, | 


afterwards, 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, December 12, 1839. 


The question pending was on the motion of Mr. | 
Campsett of S. C. to reconsider the vote on the se- | 


cond branch of Mr. RHeEtr’s resolution. 
Mr. CAMPBELL rose and stated that as the 


` House had on yesterday refused to reconsider the 


sible. The resolution, he said, was divided into — 


two distinct propositions; the question was taken on 
each separately, and therefore, the question on the 
reconsideration must be taken in the same way. 


Mr. TURNEY appealed from the decision of ` 


the Crair. 
Mr. HUNT moved that the House adjourn; 


and 

Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays on the 
adjournment. 

Several members objecting, 


Mr. LEWIS suggested that, in the present con- `; 


dition of the House, the yeasand nays could not 
be called without the consent of all present. 
The CHAIR decided that they could not. 
Tellers being called for on the adjournment, 
Messrs. Hasersuam and GatpraltH were appoint- 


ed, who, on counting, reported 90 for it, and 104 |; 


against it. £ 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. TURNEY reiterated his appeal from the 
decision of the Crarr, that the motion could not 
be divided. 


The CHAIR said he was of opinion, at first, that 7 
the motion was not susceptible of a division, but į 


upon a reconsideration the Crarr conceived that a | 


division would become necessary. The resolution, 
he added, having been passed in two parts, the 
question on reconsideration must also be taken in 
two parts, and taken in the same order in which 
the questions on the resolution itself were taken. 
The Crair then stated the question to be on recon- 
sidering the first branch of Mr. Ruerr’s resolution. 


The question was then taken, (Messrs. Graves |: 


and Lewis having been appointed teilers,) and de- - 


cided in the negative—ayes 102, noes 116. 
So the House refused to reconsider the first 
branch of Mr. Ruert’s resolution. 


Mr. PETRIKIN here moved that the House ` 


adjourn. 
The CHAIR decided that the motion for ad- 


journment was out of order, because a question | 


was pending. 

Mr. ATHERTON. If the Crai decides 
motion tobe out of order, I appeal from his deei- 
sion. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL also appealed from the 
decision of the Cuarn. 

Mr. DROMGOODE. With the permission of 
the Crain, I will only make one observation. If 


the Cuaig adheres to his decision, he may keep us | 


| 
| 


i 


that ` 


first branch of Mr. Ruetr’s resolution, he would | 
now withdraw the motion to reconsider the second | 


branch of the resolution. 


The CHAIR announced that the gertleman from | 
South Carolina had withdrawn his motion to re- | 


consider. 
Mr. WISE. Then I presume the resolution 


| which the House has passed will be put in opera- 


tiou, and that the CLeRK will proceed under it to 
call the roll of the House. 

The CLERK then commenced at Pennsylvania, 
where he had leftoff on the first day of the session, 
and called the balance of the roll entirely through, 
as follows : 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
1 District, Lemue! Paynter, 
John Sergeant, 


John Edwards, 
Joseph Fornance, 
John Davis, 
David D. Wagener, 
Peter Newhard, 
George M. Keim, 
William Simonton, 
James Gerry, 
James Cooper, 
Wm. S. Ramsey, 
George McCulloh, 
David Petriken, 
Robert H. Hammond, 
Samuel W. Morris, 
Charles Ogle, 
Albert G. Marchand, 
Enos Hook, 
Isaac Leet, 
Richard Biddle, 
William Beatty, 
Thomas Henry, 
John Galbraith. 
DELAWARE. 
Thomas Robinson. 
MARYLAND. 
District, Jobn Dennis, 
ss Philip F Thomas, 
«J. T. H. Worthington, 
James Carroll, 
Solomon Hillen, jr. 
William Cost Johnson, 
Francis Thomas, 
Daniel Jenifer. 
; VIRGINIA, 
District, Henry 4. Wise, 
“ Joel Holleman, 


te 
a Geo. WW. Toland, 
3 Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Edward Davies, 
4 s Francis Jam's, 
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Francis E. Rives, 
John M. Bot!s, 
R. M. T. Hunter, (c.) 
John Taliaferro, 
Charles F. Mercer, 
Linn Banks, 
George C. Dromgoole, 
John W. Jones, 
John T. Hill, 
Walter Coles, 
James Garland, 
William L. Goggins, 
William Lucas, 
G. B. Samuel, 
Robert Craig, 
G. W. Hopkins, 
Andrew Beirne, 
Joseph Johnson, 
Lewis Steinrod. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 
Kenneth Rayner, 
Jesse A. Bynum, 
Edward Stanly, 
Charles Shepard, 
James McKay, 
Micajah T. Hawkins, 
Edmund Deberry, 
Wm. Montgomery, 
John Hil, 
Charles Fisher, 
Henry W. Connor, 
James Graham, 
Lewis Williams. 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Isaac E. Holmes, 
Waddy Thompson, 
F. W. Pickens, 
John Campbell, 
James Rogers, 
Sampson H. Butler, 
Thomas D. Sumpter, 
R. Barnwell Rhett, 
John K. Griffin. 
GEORGIA. 


Chosen by General Ticket. 


District, 
a 


J C. Alferd, ow 
Edward J. Black, 
W. T. Colquitt, 
Mark A. Cooper, 

? W. C. Dawson, * 
R. W. Habersham, 
T. B. King, ~ 
E. A. Nisbet,  ™ 
Lolt Warren, w 

ALABAMA. 
R. H. Chapman, 
David Hubbard, 
George W. Crabb. 
Dixon H. Lewis. 
James Dillett. 


LOUISIANA. 
Edward D. White. 
Edward Chinn. 
Rice Garland. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


Chosen by General Ticket. 


A. G. Brown. 
J. Thompson. 


MISSOURI. 


Chosen by General Ticket. 


John Miller, 
John Jameson. 


ARKANSAS. 
Edward Cross. 


TENNESSEE. 
Wm. B. Carter, 
Abraham McClellan, 
Joseph L. Williams, 
Julias W. Blackwell, 
Hopkins L. Turney, 
Wiliam B. Campbell, 
John Bell, 
Meredith P. Gentry, 
Harvey M. Watenon, 
Aaron V. Brown, 
Cave Johnson, 
John W. Crockett, 
Christopher H. Williams. 


Se a- 


KENTUCKY. 
District, Linn Boyd, 

i Philip Triplett, 
Joseph Underwosd, 
Sherrod Williams, 
Simeon W. Anderson, 
Willis Green, 

John Pope, 
William J. Graves, 
John White, 
Richard Hawes, 
L WW. Andrews, 
Garret Daris, 
William O. Butler. 
OHIO, 
District, Alexander Duncan, 
a John B. Weller, 
Patrick G. Goode, 
Thomas Corwin, 
Wiliam Doane, 
Calvy.ry Merris, 
Willam K. Bond, 
Jossph Ridgewag, 
Wiiliam Medill, 
Samson Jason, 
Isaac Parish, 
< Jonathan Taylor, 
D. P. Leadbetter, 
George Sweeny, 
John W. Allen, 
Joshua R. Giddings, 
John Hastings, 
D. A. Starkweather, 
Henry Swearirgen. 
MICHIGAN. 
Isaac E. Crary. 


INDIANA. 

District, Geo. H. Profit, 
u Jobn Davis, 

John Carr, 
Thomas Smith, 
James Rariden, 
Wm. W. Wick, 
T. A. Howard. 


ILLINOIS. 

District, John Reynolds, - 
i Zadok Casey, 
John T. Stuart, 


Immediately after the roll was called — 

Mr. RANDOLPH of New Jersey rose and said: 
the list of members having been called, I hold in 
my hand a paper, which | ask to be read by the 
Cieex. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL. f should like to know 
what that paper is. 
pers until we know what they are. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. When it is read the gentle- 
man will see what it is. i 

Mr. BYNUM. Lobject to its being read, because 
I do not believe the rules of the House will sanc- 
tion it. 5o 
_ Mr. WISE. It will be read merely for informa- 
tion. i 

The CHAIR said that the paper would Fe read. 
i Mr. DROMGOOLE here endeavored to cbtain the 

oor. 

Mr. PICKENS hoped the gentleman from New 
Jersey would make a brief statement of the contents 
of the paper, so that the House may know what 
itis. i 

Mr. RANDOLPH. If the Crerx will hand me 
back the paper 1 will read it myself. That will be 
the best way to give gentlemen the information 
they desire. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine rose to a question of or- 
der. Objection had been made to the reading of 
the paper, and it would now be for the House to 
determine whether it should be read or not. 

The CHAIR said the gentleman refused to make 
a brief statement. 

_ Mr. RANDOLPH rose to proceed with the read- 
ing of the paper. . 

Mr. SMITH said he did not know what the pa- 
per was which the gentleman held in his hand; but 
if it was prepared with a view of showing that 
himself or other gentlemen were entitled to seats 
here, he hoped the Curas would also be permitted 


to read the paper which he had prepared on the 
Fame subject, 


= 
SSO ad om WD m 


“u 


I object to the reading of pa- |: 


ee 


' from the floor. 
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Mr. WISE. Certainly gentlemen do not ferget 
that tbe gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Duncan] was 


permitted to read, and have read, papers, as a part | 


of his speech, and why do they object to the read- ` 


ing of this paper, merely as a matter of infor- 
mation? 
{Many voices—'Go on,” “go on.”] 


Mr. RANDOLPH then read a lengthy paper, © 


signed by Messrs. Aycaicc, Hatstep, MAXWELL, 
Stratron, and Yorke, protesting against the ac- 
tion of the House, by which they were excluded 
from voting on questions previous to an examina- 
tion of their case, and concluded by moving that 
the protest be entered on the journal of the House. 


43. 


I rise to a question of 


Mr. DROMGOOLE. 
order, 

The CHAIR. The gentleman will state his 
point of order. 

Mr. DROOMGOOLE. My point of order is this: 
that the gentleman from New Jersey, had no right 


` to spread this protest on the journal, and that the 


Mr. BYNUM said he protested against the en- |) 
` the proper time, proceed to the decision of the New 
` Jersey case, no man would be more ready to afford 
© to both parties a full and fair hearing. 


tering of this protest on the journal of the House; 
and he though the House owed it to its own dignity 
to passa vote of censure upon the gentleman from 
New Jersey, for offering this direct insult to the 
members of this body. It was contrary to all the 


rules and usages of the House for persons to come ` 


here and offer objectionable and insulting language 
to the House, who have no connection with it. 


They do not belong to this House, and have no | 


more right to enter a protest on the journal of this :' 


House, than inhabitants ef Great Britain. What, 


sir, isthe character of that paper? It is aothing ' 


but the ebullitions of disappointed ambition, coming 
from men who have been excluded from this 
House, and prevented from practising an imposi- 


tion on the free people of the State of New Jersey.’ 


A protest, indeed! Why, sir, members of this 
House alone have the right to have a protest en- 
tere! upon your journal; and the signers of this 
protest, as they call it, are not members of the body. 
Then, instead of receiving or countenancing this 
paper, which has been read by the gentleman, he 
deserves the censure of the House, if not expulsion 
[Laughter.] The gentleman can- 
not be luoked upon as a member of the House; and 
if the House was propertly organized, he would de- 


serve the censure of the body for the course he has | 


pursued. The gentleman was conscious, when he 
first presented this paper, that it contained objec- 
tionable matter, and hence ıt was that he endea- 


CHAIRMAN had noright to receive it, after its re- 
ception had been objected to, and spread it before 
the House, until the House had first decided, by a 
vote of the Honse that it should be received. 

The CHAIR considered that the paper had been 
received when first presented. 

Mr. DROOMGOOLE said he did not desire to 
do any thing unfair. When the House should, at 


Mr. WISE would ask his colleague, whether, 
after the withdrawal of the motion of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, any geatleman had not a 
right to make any motion pertaining to a settle- 
ment of thisquestion. 

The CHAIR said a point of order was made, as 
to whether the Carman had a right to propound 
to the House the motion of the gentleman from 
New Jersey, before the House had received the 
piper presented by the gentleman, The Cair con- 
sidered that the paper was received and read by 
consent of the House; and after it was read, the 
gentleman moved that it be entered on the journal. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL. It will be recollected ` 
that I stated expressly that I objected to its being 
received and read. 

Mr. WISE would say a word with regard to the 
reception of this paper. The gentleman might: 
have arisen and said, “I move to present a paper, 
and have it recorded’’—that is a presentation, and 


. having presented itin this way, he had aright to 


have it read. The Cuair, therefore, could not 


© prevent its teing read, and he was bound, by the 


vored to shrink from responsibility, by declining to ; 
make a brief statement of its contents, and sending ' 


itup to the Crern’s table to be read. 


He hoped | 


that the paper would be returned to the member | 


from New Jersey, asthe attempt to have it entere | 
on the journal was entirely out of order. The 
member had no rightto make the motion, and the 
Cair had no right to entertain it. If he under- 
stond the course of proceeding last night, the Cuan 
had decided that no motion was in orċer but a mo- 
tion to adjourn. 
in order {cr a member to get up and present a pe- 
tition, called a protest, of men, aliens as it were in 
this Honse, who had no right on this floor, and 
who had been voted again and again out of this 
House. He hoped thst this protest, as it was call- 
ed, would receive no conntenance from this 


Now, however, it was perfectly : 


House. Contrast the conduct cf these men, ° 
who have attempted to present this paper, | 
with the conduct of the Democratic members, . 


who have been excluded. The 
gentlemen, and men of honor, disposed to yield t0 
the solemn decisions of the House, when they are 
once made. Their conduct is a commentary upon 
the conduct of their opponents, and ought to beso 
considered, and will be so considered, by the frec- 
men of the State ot New Jersey. There has been 
no disposition, on the part of the Democratic mem- 


bers who have been excluded, to thrust themseives | 
They have exhibited a disposi- ` 
tion to yield to the decisions of the majority of the | 


into the House. 


House, as they know they were sent here by a 


majority of the people. The members cn the other | 
side who have bzen excluded, are endeavoring to | 


thrust themselves into the House, notwithstanding 
they have been votcd out again and again. 
{Laughter.] Gentlemen may laugh, but they can- 
not laugh truth into falsehood. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE here altempted to obtain 
the floor. 

Mr. MERCER. I rise to move the previous 
question, and on that motion I call the yeas and 


` pays. 


Democratic . 
members who have been excluded, act the part of | 


law of order, to receive it. 

‘The previous question was then seconded—ayes 
107, noes 87, and the main question ordered to be 
put. 


Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays on th 
main question, which were ordered. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL rose to a question of-or- 
der. [Loud cries of “order! order!”] My ques- 
tion of order is this: Whether, by calling the yeas 
ant nays, we do not, from necessity, spread this 
paper on the journal? 

Mr. WISE. Certainly, sir. 


The question was then taken on the moion to 
enter the protest on the journal, and decided in the 
negalive—yeas 114, nays 117, as follows: 


YRAS—Messrs, Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon IT. 
Anderson, Andrews, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Botts, Brigg, 

rock way, Anson Biawn, Sampson H. Batler, Calhuun, W. 
B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chizeriden, Clark, James Cooper, 
Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, ° 
Cushing, Edward Dayies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Debeirs, 
Deanis, Diliett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, James Gar- 
lant, Rice Garland, Gat s, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, 
Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall. 
Wiiliam S. ifastings, Henry, Will of Virginia, Hoffman, 
Holmes, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Chacles Johneton, William Coat 
Johnson, King, Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, Mercer, 
Miichell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, 
Ozle, Osborne, Paien, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Preffit, Randall, 
Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Rhett, Ridgway, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smit“, Stanley, 
Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Sriplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, 
Wanen, Edward D. White, John White, Thomas W. Wn- 


4 liams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. 


Williams, Sherrod Wiliams, and Wise—114. 


NAYS—Mesers. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, A G. Brown, Burke, William O. Buuer, 
Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Ciifford, Coles, Con- ` 
ner, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. 
Davis, Dela Montanya, Doane, Doig, Dromgoele, Duncan, 
Farl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornarce, 
Galbraith, Gerry, Griffia, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Helleman, Hook, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Jobn- > 
son, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Keinble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, Me- 
Yiellan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Meds, iher, - 
Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reyuolds, Rives, 
Robinson, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steinrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Tay- 
lor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob eel awaly 
Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watterson, v hi er, 
Wick Jared W, Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthing: 
4on—117. 
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So the HIouse determined that the protest should 
not be entered upon the journal. 

The CHAIR then stated that the first part of the 
resolution of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
which had been adopted by the House, had 
been carried into effect. It would now be 
for the House to carry into effect the second 
part of the resolution, which was ia the following 
words: “and after the names of such members 
are called, and before a Speaker is elected, they 
shall, provided there be a quorum of such present, 


l 
4 


i 


from Virginia was in conformity wuh the resolu- 
tion which had just been read. He asked if there 
was to be any limitation as to the proofs to be sub- 
mitted to this committee; and if there was, it 


; wasa resolution of the existing order of the body, 
` and consequently was not in order. 


Mr. CRAIG. That will be a matter for the ` 


House to decide. , 
Mr. BELL made no objection to the resolation, 


: provided it conformed to the existing order of the 
` House; but if it did not do so, he took it that it was 


then hear and adjudge upon the election, returns, a 


and qualifications of all claimants (Mr. INGERSOLL 
and Mr. Naytor excepted) to the seats contested 
on this floor. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose, and submitted the fol- 
lowing proposition, with a view of carrying into 
effect the latter part of the resolution of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina: 


not ia order. 
Mr. THOMAS rose to make a single remark. 
Mr. PROFFIT. I call the gentleman to order. 
Mr. THOMAS wished to sc y but a word on the 


_ point of erder. 


Resolved, That a select committee, to consist of ;: 


nine, be appointed viva voce, by the members of this 


House, to whom shall be referred all the papers in — 


the possession of the Cuerx relating to contests for 


seats on this floor from the State of New Jersey, | 


and that they report thereon. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE said it seemed to him that ` 


the House must feel itself bound in good faith to 


carry into effect the latter part of the resolution of a 
the gentleman from South Carolina, and it had | 


occurred to him that the most practicable way to 
do so would be to appoint a committee to examine 


into the matter. The question will then arise be- | 


fore the commiitee as to whether it is bound to 
take the returns sent in by the Governcr of New 
Jersey as prima facie evidence, or whether it will 
examine into the facts of the case, and ascertain 
whether those facts would justify the miking out 
of such a return as the Governor of New Jersey 
had sent in here. -Mr. D. desired to make no ar- 
gument on the question, and therefore concluded 
by moving the previous question. 

Mr. WISE rose to a question of order. He 


Mr. PROFFIT called the gentleman to order. 
The CHAIR did not consider the resolution of 


the gentleman from Virginia as limiting the order | 


of the House of yesterday. The proposition of 


a, 


[Cries of agreed, agreed. } l 

Mr. SMITH of Maine. I give notice to the 
House that I will ballot. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina, rose and 
said that he heldin his hand a resolution, which 
he intended to present, and on which he should not 
move the previous question, to prevent any atsar- 
dity that it might contain from being exposed, as 
other gentlemen had done in the case of the re- 
solutions presented by them. The House had 
resolved that it would consider these elections 
when he was persuaded that they had no 
power to move one step in the matter. The mem- 
bers from New Jersey who held the Governor’s 


certificates, have presented the prima facie evidence 


the gentleman from Virginia was to raise a com- `: 


mittee, to whom all the papers in the case should 
be referred; but it will be perfectly competent for 
the House, after the committee is raised, to refer 
other papers to it, because the House always has it 
in its power to control its committees, 

Mr. WISE. Do I understand my colleague as 
admitting this construction. I wisk him to speak, 
for I know my colleague of old. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE hoped his colleague would | 
not make him appear so very old here, [looking to- | 


wards the ladies’ gallery.) With regard to the inqui- 


` ty, he would simply remark thatthe view taken ot his 


wished to know whether it was competent for his |: 


colleague, after the resolution of the gentlemar 
from South Carolina had been adopted — which 
declared that the House should hear and adjadge 
upun all claims, &c.—'o take from this body the 
adjudication of the question. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose to a point of order. 

Mr. WISE. Iam speaking to a point of order; 
and I contend that when the House has decided 
that it will bear and adjudge upon all claims to 
seats, that it is not in order to pass another resolu- 
tion, taking the adjudication of the question from 
the House, and giving it to a committee. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE stated that when the matter | 


was examtned by the committee, it would come 
back to the House; and besides, the House had con- 
trol of all its committees. 

The CHAIR stated that he was of opinion that 
it was perfectly cempetent for the Honse to pro- 


ceed in the manner indicated by the resolution of | 
He therefore de- | 


the gentleman from Virginia. 
cided that the resolution was in order. 

Mr. PROFFIT rose to ask an explanation. 
{Loud cries of “order!”] If gentlemen think I 
will yield, they are mistaken. [Great confusion, 
and cries of “order! order!*] Iam about to raise 
a point of order, and | will speak as long as other 
gentlemen have spoken. [Continued cries of “or- 
der!”] I have rights to maintain—I am personally 
responsible, here or elsewhere—[‘‘order!”’ order!”] 
and if the Carr decides that the resolution of the 
gentleman from Virginia is in order, I appeal 
from that decision. 


The CHAIR decided that the gentleman was not ` 


in order. 

Mr. PROFFIT. Then I appeal from that deci- 
sion, and I shall speak upon it. [Many voices— 
the appeal is not debatab!e.] 

Mr. PROFFIT. It is very well for some of you 
that it is not, {universal laughter ] 

Mr. WISE asked the gentleman to withdraw his 
appeal. 

Mr. fF ROFFIT then withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. BELL rose, and calied for the reading of 
the latter part of Mr. Ruert’s resolution, which 

being read by the Crerx, Mr. B, submitted to the 
Crain, whether the resolution of the gentleman 


resolution, by the Cxarr, coincided with his views 
when he presented the resolution. He never 
dreamed but that the House had the power to send 
to the committee any testimony it saw proper to re- 
fer to it. 

Mr. SLADE would ask the gentleman to modify 
ais resolution, so as to make it conform to the re- 
solution of yesterday. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question was then ordered. 

The yeas and nays were called upon the main 


| question, and were—yeas 122, nays 84. 
' ~ YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Judson Allen. Hugh J. An- - 


derson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Biackwell, Royd, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, A. G. Brown, Burke, B. H. Butler, 
W. O. Butler, Bynum, John Camptell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, 
Chapman, Clark, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Crabb, Craig, Crary, 
Cress, Dana, Davee, Jolin Davis, John W. Davis, De la Mon 
tanya, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Eiri, Eastman, Ely, 
Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Jas. Garland, 
Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, J. Hastings, Hawkins, Hall of 
N. Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hub- 
bard, Jackson, Jameson, Jos. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 


Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leo- : 
nard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, | 


Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, S.muel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petri- 
kin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, Edward 
Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert 
Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steinrou’ 
Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis Thomas, 


ii Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tv- 


land, Turney, Vanderpooel, David D. Wagener, Watterson, 
Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and 
Worthing'on— 122. 

NAYS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Simeon W Anderson, 
Andrews, Bell, Biddle. Black, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, 
Anson Brown, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, 
Chittenden, James Cooper, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Cur. 
tis, Cushing, Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dijlett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Rice Garland, 
Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Vall, Hastings, Henry, Hill of 
Virginia, Hoffman, Holmes, Hunt, Hunter, James, Jenifer, 
Charles Johnston, King, Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, 
Mercer, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Proffit, 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Rhett, Ridgway, 
Russe!l, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Stanley, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, TiWinghast. Triplott, Trum- 
bul!, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Edward D. White 
John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Christopher THI. Williams, Sherrod Wiliama, 
and Wise—€4. i 

So the resolujion was adopted. 

[When the name of Mr. Bernarp was called, he 
rose and said that he declined answering to his 
name, because he considered that the House had 
no constitutional power to adopt such a proceed- 
ing.] 

[Mr. Cooper of Georgia declined voting on the 
same grounds 


Mr. WISE. I presume that the question now 


of their right to the seats they claimed. The mem- 


U bers who contest their seats present evidence to 


show that they have received a majority of the 
votes given; and it is contended that theirs is the 
best prima facie evidence, unless it can be shown 
that that majority was made up of the votes of 
aliens, as contended for on the other side. Mr. T. 
then went on to show that it would be impossible 
to do justice to either party, without hearing all the 
evidence that might be deemed necessary by both 
parties; and that the House had no power, in its 
present state, to summon and compel the attend- 
ance of witnesses. He knew not how the House 
was to act, but he had seen enough to know 
that the strongest principle in the nature of man 
was party feeling; and under the influence of that 
fecling, he had seen the sacred principles of the 
Constitution trampled duwn. He deemed it highly 
necessary that the committee should act under the 
responsibilities of an oath; but as no oath could be 
administered, but in an informal manner, he had 
drawn up a resolution for that purpose, which he 
now submitted to the House. Mr. T. here read 
his resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the committee raised on the New 
Jersey election, have power to send for persons 
and papers, and to swear witnesses; and that the 
members of said committee be themselves sworn 
before entering upon their duties. 

Mr. PICKENS having obtained the floor, said, 
I move this :esolution as an amendment to that 
ouered by my colleague. I desire, befure proceec ing 
into a discussion of the quesuon, to state very 
briefly the position which í occupy upon it. If 
the House chooses, in its wisdom, to raise a select 
committee in this case, I desire that the action 
of that committee shall be confined to some 
distinct ques‘icn, and to the distinct question 
raised by this House. I desire their action 
to be confined to the simple quesiion, ‘‘who are 1e- 
tarned as members from the State of New Jersey?” 
I agree in the justice of many of the remarks of 
my colleague in relation to the position now ocen- 
pied by the House. I understood this from the 
first, and therefore I voted against the resolation of 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] and 
yesterday voted against the resolution of my cole 
league, for I foresaw the very difficulties in which 
we are now involved; ard I take the occasion to 
say, that I voted against the resolution cf the gen- 
tleman from Virginia for another reason, and that 
was, | desired a different mode of proceeding than the 
one contemplated by it. Ifl had been called upon 
to vote upon the resolution of the gentleman from 
Virginia on the first day of our meeting, I would 
have voted in the affirmative. I thought that 
those members from New Jersey who held the cer- 
lificates of the Governor of their State were enti- 
tled to take their seats, and to hold them until it 
should be shown that the contesting claimants had a 
better title, I desired that course of proceeding in 
order to give efficiency to our organization; but the 
House thought proper to take a different course. 
I thought it due to the country, to our own dignity, 
and to a sovereign State of this Union, that the 
certificates of her constituted authorities should be 
received as prima facie evidence; and I regret that a 
triumphant party, flushed with its recent victories in 


` different sections of the Union, should have taken 


before the House is, whether we shall proceed to . 


ballot for a committee. I give notice, therefore, 
that Į will not ballot, and I recommend to my 
friends to refuse to de so, 


| 


ji 
il 


a different course. They have thought proper 
to take a course different from the one I 
approved of, and we are now involved in 
difficulties very little creditable to an American 
Congress, It is true that the House has already 
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thoaght proper to bring forward, in an informal 
manner, certain testimony connected with the case; 
pat it is a question, whether that is not competent 
testimony under the Constitution; and I contend 
that this House has a right to decide the question 
on the first day of the session, if they thought pro- 

r. Iwill read that clause of the Constitution, 
under which this House has the power to act on 
this sut ject. 

“Each House shall be the judge of the elections, 
returns, and qualifications of its own members.” 

It will be perceived that the Constitution, in this 
clause, makes three distinct subjects on which this 
House is entitled to decide. [contend that they 
are, in their very nature, distinct questions. lt 
may decide that a member is returned, and that he 
is, under the Constitution, totally disqualified. 
Suppose you judge of the returns of a member who 
is under twenty-five years of age, or an alien: he 
may havea majority, and not be entitled, under 
the Coustitation, to take his seat. So we may de- 
cide that a member is entitled to the returns, be- 


cause he has a majority of the polls, and yet not be | 


legally elected, because that majority was made up 
of persons who had no right to vote. In the pro- 
gress of this case, we have seen one notorious 
factis admitted. It is admitted by the papers, 
and admitted by the gentlemen from New Jersey 
themselves, that a majority of the votes of the peo- 
ple of New Jersey were given to other members 
than those claiming their seats under the certificates 
of the Governor. That fact was admitted by them, 
with one qualification; and that was, that that majo- 
rity was made up of illegal votes. This admission, 
therefore, is giving up the whole question. Who 
decided that they were not legal votes?) Was it 
the Governor? the clerk? Sir, I lay down this 
broad proposition, and challenge a reply: that 
there is no officer or State authority whatever, who 
ean decide upon the legality of votes, after they 
are once deposited in the ballot boxes. You may 
challenge votes at the polls, as is done in the State 
a Suen but the proposition I contend for is 

18 — . 

Mr. WISE here asked permission to make an 
explanation. 

Mr. PICKENS, in continuation. I will yield 

the floor for an explanation, but I protest against 
the practice of many gentlemen, for the last two 
years, of taking the advantage of being allowed to 
make an explanation, and then making an argu- 
ment instead of it. 
. Mr. WISE said there was a law of the State of 
Virginia appointing a commission to purge the 
polls—-not at the time and place of the elections, 
bat within a given number of days thereafter. 

Mr. PICKENS continued. I admit the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Virginia. I admit 
that the State of Virginia bas taken upon herself 
to purge the votes after they have been received 
into the ballot boxes. I ask if that is the naked 
proposition? and if so, I am prepared to demon- 
strate the unconstitutionality of it. 

Mr. WISE made a brief explanation, which, 
from the noise prevailing, the Reporter did not 
hear. It related principally to the manner of vot- 
ing in Virginia, which is viva voce. 

Mr. PICKENS resumed. The proposition I 
mantain is, that, under that clause of the Consti- 
tution I have just quoted, we are created, in the 
tvery terms of the Constitution, the sole and ex- 
clusive judges of the returns; and if any State au- 
thority interferes to purge the polls, after the votes 
have been deposited in the ballot boxes, or after 
they have been given, viva voce, if you please, as in 
the State of Virginia, (unless he does it for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether the votes have the 
qualifications requisite for the most numerous 
branch of the State Legislatare,)—unlesshe does it 
to carry out that provision of the Constitution, it 
it is a monstrous violation of the righis of 
this House. Here let me observe, in reflect- 
ing upon this clause, that it strikingly dis- 
plays the wisdom of those who framed this instru- 
ment. Suppose a contrary result, and that the Con- 
stitution gave to the State authorities the power of 
judging of the returns of the Representatives? This 
House would be at the mercy of this or that con- 
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flicting party in every State. It was essential to 
the preservation of its purity and independence, 
that it should possess the power given to it by the 
Constitution, of judging of the elections, reiurns, 
and qualifications of its own members. You can- 
not get over the plain and palpable provisiuns of 
the Constitution. I do not understand that the 
question has been raised by any gentleman here, 
that the State authorities of New Jersey have the 
right to purge the polls after the elections are over. 
It being admitted that they have not that right, I 
contend that we have the right to judge of the re- 
turns of the members from New Jersey; that we 
can do it now; and that, in doing so, we are not 
bound to go into other particulars touching the elec- 
tions until we are better prepared todo so. I do 
not mean to cast any censures on the Governor for 
having given his certificates to persons who did 
not receive a majority at the polls. He may have 
supposed that he was doing his duty, and may 
have looked upon himtelf as a mere ministerial 
register of the votes returned by the clerks of the 
counties. Sir, he may give his certificates to one 
set of gentiemen, and other gentlemen may be er- 
titled to the returns; and the proposition I mean to 
demonstrate on this floor is, that there is no 
authority in New Jersey competent to enter 
into and decide upon the legality of votes 
after they have been deposited in the ballot 
boxes. This House, and this House only, can de- 
cide upon the elections, returns, and qualifications of 
its members. Without that provision in the Con- 
stitution, where is our independence? But some 
gentlemen suppose that we are not. constitution- 
ally organized, and that, therefore, we can do 
nothing. Allow me, sir, to say that there is some 
confusion on this subject. The Constitution says 
that “the Congress shall assemble at least once in 
every year; and such meeting sball be cn the first 
Monday in December, unless they shall, by law, 
appoint a different day.” What is Congress? 
Analyze it. The members are elected from the 
different S ates, and a-semble here every year as 
the Constitution directs. Gentlemen suppose that 
we must take the oath before we can decide upon 
the matter now before us; but is this the fact? I 
will refer to that point of the Constitution 
which which prescribes the oath “to be taken. 
Itis in these words: “The Senators and Repre- 
sintatives before mentioned, and the members of 
the several State Legislatures, and all Executive 
and Judicial cffcers, both of the United States and 
of the several States, shall be bound by oath or af- 
firmation to support this Constitution.” Does the 
Constitution prescribe the time when we shall take 
this oath? Does itsay that we shall take it on the 
first day or the lastday of the session? The law of 
°89 directs that after a Speaker is elected, a mem- 
ber of the House shall administer the oath to him, 
ang that he shal! then administer it to the rest of the 
members. But, sir, I con'end that when we as- 
semble on the first day of December, we are a 
body, competent to decide on the elections, returns, 
and qualifications cf our own members, and 
ihat we can do so before taking the oath. 
Sir, I think it would be inexpedient, though we 
have the right to doso,to enter at this time into 
he elections and qualifications of these New Jer- 
sey members; but on the other question—that of the 
returns—we are not only competent to enter Into 
it, but it is highly expedient that we should do so. 
‘Suppose it be declared that Mr. A and Mr. B 
should be the judges, and exclusive judges, of the 
returns of these New Jersey members. Would 
there be any difficulty in it? The whole difficulty 
arises from there being 242 judges, instead of one 
judge. Bs 

In offering this proposition, I have acted solely 
in consequence of the dictates of my own judg- 
ment, and with a view to obviate the difficulties 
in which the House is involved. I believe that 
the gentlemen who have produced certificates are 
not entitled to the returns, and I am prepared to meet 
that question. I thought we were competent 
tc deccide it on the first day of the session, 
and think it would have been better if we had de- 
cided it on that day, fearlessly, boldly, and frankly, 
instead of beirg delayed and mystified by special 
pleading. Ihave acted under the dictates of my 
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own judgment, and have not been influenced by 
party drill or the dictates of a caucus. 

[Mr. P. after portraying in forcible language the 
evils flowing from party spirit, said, that for many 
years past there had been too strong an Executive 
action in this Government, and that it was time 
for the Representatives of the people to spurn at 
Executive dictation, and assert their own inde- 
pendence. It was time, he said, that they should 
redeem the House from a base subserviency to 
that monster god, party, and to look with a single 
eye to the welfare of the country.] 

I have introduced the resolution, Mr. P. con- 
tinued, to meet the case before the House. I 
maintain that we are, by the Constitution, the 
exclusive judges of the returns of our own 
members, and that there is no concurrent 
jurisdiction ia any State, Governor, or Legislature; 
and, in maintaining these principles, I maintain 
the principies that are essential to the preservation 
of American liberty. The propositions I lay 
down are, 1. That this House is the sole and ex- 
clusive judge of the elections, returns, and qualifi- 
cations of its own members; 2. That no State 
officers have the right to take into consideration 
the legality of the votes after they have been depo- 
sited in the ballot boxes; and, 3. Tnat those who 
have the majority of the votes have a right to the 
returns. Upon these principles I voted against 
Mr. IncERsoLL’s right to voie. The majority of 
the votes were given to his opponent, Mr, Nay- 
Lor; and, though it was contended that this majo- 
rity was the result of fraud, I voted against 
Mr. Ixcersott because I believed that the 
judges had no right to throw out the votes, 
because they deemed them fraudulent—that in 
so doing, they were usurping the powers of 
this House. When the question, however, comes 
up to be finally deciced between the two gentle- 
men, I will meet it, and decide according to the 
evidence before me; but I protest against the right 
of the cfficers of the State of Pennsylvania to jadge 
of the legality of votes, after they have been depo- 
sited in the ballot boxes. I know, said Mr. P. the 
delicacy of the position I occupy. I know that the 
course I have adopted may be misunderstood, and 
perhaps censured; butI would not wear the proud- 
est jewel on a monarch’s brow, if I could not wear 
it unshackled. There is no sentiment I ever pro- 
claimed in .he closet, that I would not preclaim to 
the world. I am prepared to meet this question 
frankly, boldly, fearlessly; and Iam willing to go 
into it now. 

Mr. P. here read the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee to be raised on the 
New Jersey elections, be confined to the question 
who is entitled tothe “returns” of elec ions for the 
Twenty-sixth Congress. 

Mr. CRAIG rose to a point of order. The 
House had decided that it would proceed to the 
election of a committee, and he would submit to 
the Cuamm whether it was in order for gentlemen 
to effer other propositions. Let us (said Mr. C.) 
go into the election of the committee, and after- 
wards let the gentlemen from South Carolina make 
their prepositions. I subscribe (said Mr. C.) hear- 
tily to all the gentleman’s doctrines, and go for the 
whole of them. 

Mr. HOLMES of S. C. then addressed the 
Housein a very able and lucid argument in sups 
port of Mr. Picxens’s resolution; and 

Mr. RHETT followed in a powerful address in 
opposition to it. 

[From the lateness of the hour we are unable to 
give sketches of these gentlemen’s remarks, bat 
they will be given in fall shortly.) 

After Mr. RHETT concluded his remarks, 

Mr. LEWIS gave notice that he would move a 
reconsideration of the vote on Mr. Ruett’s reso- 
lution, provided Mr. Picxens’s resolution should 
be lost. 

Mr. CRABB then gave notice that he wonld 
move a reconsideration of the vote ordering the 
appointment of a committee, in case a reconside- 
ration should be ordered of Mr. Ruer7’s resolu- 
tion. . 

On motion of Mr. WISE, 

The House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE, 
Farvay, December 12, 1839. 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the creden- 


tials of the Hon. Jóng Herpetson, elected by the | 


Legislature of the State of Mississippi a Senator 


- from that State, to serve for six years from the 4th 


` 


of March last. 

The usual oath was adininistered to Mr. HEN- 
DERSON, and he took his seati, |, 

The folowing resolution, offered yesterday by 
Mr. LINN, lays over: 

Reso'ved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to send to the Senate all the informa- 
tön in his possession relating to tbe southern 
Soundary line of the ‘Verritory of iowa. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE 


CF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripays Dec, 13; 1839, 


hid joutnal of yesterday having been read, 

. WISE rose to propose an amendment to 
jhe fournal. The journal stated that the gentleman 
New Jersey nioved that a paper, purporting to 
‘Ada protest of gentlemen claiming seats from New 
Jersey, be entered upon the journal. He con- 
tended, that as the yeas and nays were taken on the 
motion to enter the protest on the journal, the pro- 
test must of consequence go on the journal. ‘The 
éntlerian from New Jersey had moved that the fol- 
lowing paper (the protest) be entered on the jour- 
tial, atid wher the question was taken on that by 
yeas and nays, it was a settled ruleof the House 
that the paper referred to must go oa the journal. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said that the Hous: had 
fejected the niotion of the g ntleman from New 

etaey of yesterday; to enter the protest on thé jour- 
nal; and, consequently, it was not put on the jour- 
nal of yesterday. If no objection had been made 
to spreading the protest on the journal in the first 
inst née; he took it for granted that the «Jing of 
the yeis ¿nd nays would have placed iton the 
jonrnal; but ob:cction having been made, an? the 
House having adjudicated on the matter, the 
Crxax was not authorize | to disreg td the solenin 
decision of the House, when the House itself had 
said that the paper should not go on the journal. 
Suppose this protest had been disrespectful and 
instlting to the House, woult gentlemen say that 
we were compelled to enter it on the journsl, be- 
cause as ngle member of the House had moved 
that it should be placed upon the journal? E 

Mr. CHINN desired to know of some of the old 
members ivhether it was customary, ‘n such cases 
as this, to enter papers on the jou nal. 

Mr. DROUMGOOLE would show some pre- 
cedent on this subject. Previously to doing so, huw- 
ever, he would premise that the journal cf the 
House had been made out, and in accordance with 
the rule of the House, submitted to the presiding 
officer of the body for his inspection and revision, 
before it was tead this thorning. He therefore pre- 
sumed that it had passed the ordeal of the inspec- 
tion of the Cnairatan, and had been approved by 
him. Then, in support of that opinion of the Cuai, 
for the Cirair had certaicly approved of the foar- 
nal, he begged leave to read a few precedents, 


Mr. Dy theii referred to the journals of the House, | 


where Mr. Garnet had proposed to enter a propo- 
sition on the journal in relation to the Scuth Ame- 
rican Republics, and a question was taken upon it, 
yet the proposition had not been entered npon the 
journal. He also referred to a case where Gen. 
Glascock and two other gentlemen moved to spread 
their views on the journal, with regard to Mr. 
Pinckney's resolutions on the subject of Abolition 
petitions, anda question was taken, yet their views 
were not spread on the journal. 

Great stress had been put by his colleague on the 
callof the yeas and nays, he having contended that 
that call compelled the House to enter the protest 
on the journal; but he woull ask gentlemen whe- 
ther the call of the yeas and nays either 

dded to or diminished the power of the House, 
The protest was no part of the proceedings cf the 
B ouse, and he would ask whether the mere call of 
the yeas and nays would compel the House to 
spread it upon the journal. 

Mr. WISE. If my colleague will give way, I 
will state my object. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


I believe I know the ob- 
I will not, however, say of 
him, as he said of me yesterday, that I know him 
of old—for we are hoth young men —[laughter]— 
but I believe his object to be to get on tue joturial 
of to-day, indirectly, what the gentleman from 
New Jersey could not get on the journal of yester- 
day directly. I think 1 see the drift of my col- 
league; hut I shall endeavor to show that it would 
involve ihe House in abzurdity to adopt the course 
contended for by my colleague. 1 will rot read 
the pr ceedings in the case which Tam about to 
refer to, because they are familiar to c+ ery gentle- 
man Here:. It will be recollected by gentlemen that 
the President of thé United States; a few years 
ago, sent to the Senate a protest against certain 
action of the Senate, and asked that it be entered 
on their journal. He was not a member of the 
Senate; neither were the persons who presented 
this paper keře riemibers of thi3 Honse. So far 
there was a similafiiy iti the two cases: Well, 
after the protest of the President wes řëad 
in the Senate of the United States, that body 
refused to, receive it, and refused to enter it 
upon their journal. and no legislative device of the 
friends of the President could gz! it oni the journal. 
After that protest was read in the Senaie, Various 
motions were made, with a view of getting it on 
the journal, and the yeas and nays called; yet the 


Mr. DROMGOOLE. 
ject of my colleague. 


' Senate never would permit it to goon thejournal on 


their miotioti; because they did not wish to involve 
themselves in the absurdity of pulling on the jour- 
na! that which they decided should not go upon if. 
The House decided on yesterday that this protest 
should not go on the journal; and will they permit 
now; to go upon it in the shape of an amend- 
ment of the journal, that which they decided should 
not go upon it yesterday. If the House intended 
to act consistently, there was no other means of 
placing this protest upon the journal, but by mov- 
ing to reconsider the vote of yesterday. 

Mr. WISE then submitted a resolution that the 


| following paper be entered on the journal of yes- 


terday, to witi 

We, the undersigned, Representatives of the 
Staie of New Jersey, duly commissioned as such 
in conformity with the laws of the said State, hav- 
ing been in part excltided from our privileges in 
this meeting of the members of the House of Re- 
presentatives, deem it our dut» to place before this 
body and the country our views with respect to the 
rights of one State and of onrselyes, and the pow- 
ers and duties of this meeting. We therefore af- 
firm, in the presence of the members of the House 


of Representatives here assembled an tof the whole | 


American people, the truth of the following p opo- 
sitions: 

1. That, by the Constitution of the United 
States cach State has the power to prescribe by 
law the time, place, and manner of holding elec- 
tions for its own Represeniat ves in Congress; 
which power includes the right of prescribing the 
time, place, and manner of ascertaining and mak- 
ing known the resuit to Congress and the world. 

2. That the determination of the State authcri- 
ties, authenticated in the manner prescribed by the 
State laws, is the only evidence of the election of 
members of the House of Representatives which 
can be received prior to the organization of the 
House; and is final and conclusive until reversed 
by the House itself, duly organized. 


3. That no one who cannot produce the evi- 
dence of his election, prescribed by the laws of his 
State, is entitled to take a seat in the House of 
Representatives; and no one who does produce 
such evidence can be excluded before an investi- 
gation by the House, without a gross violation of 
the Consutution of the United States and the rights 
of the States themselves. 

4. That the House of Representatives cannot be 
constitutionally organized nora quorum fo: med 
until all the States of the Union have had an op- 
po tunity to aprear by all their Representatives; 
and that a constitutional quorum is not merely a 
majority of the Representatives elect after the ar- 
bitrary exclusion of other members, cn any pretext 
whatever, buta majority of all the members from 
all the States, after each State has had an opportu- 
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nity io ayipear by her Representatives, and to cun- 
stitute a pa t of that quran. ore 

5. That the body here assembled, having ho jit 
dicial powe Ss, possessing no means of sending tor 
pe sons and papers, not legally autho: ized to erà- 
mine witnesses @nder eath, and exp essly forbid- 
den by law to 30 into the consiceration of any bu- 
siness befu'e the House ls organized, and the batn 
to suppo t the Constitution administered to its 
members, cannot exe cise the higest judicial func- 
üon belonging to the House of Rep esentatives— 
that of receiving arid reversing the decisions of the 
State authorities in ielation to their own elections; 
and that its only power is to require tne perodix, 
appea' ing here as membe's to produce the cn Z sr 
tials p esc:ibed by the laws of their respective 
Bee That the State of New Jersey hav'rg by law 
prescribed the time, place, and manner of holing 
elections, and also the time, place, and manner of 
making known the result, and having for this pur- 
pose selected the highest kind of evidence known 
to the Constitution, to the commen law, to the Par- 
liamentary law, and to the laws of hations—a 
commission under her great seal and sigued by the 
Executive-—has thus made known to Congress and 
to the wo Id that we are her Representatives in the 
QGth Congress: l _ 

This body having, in defogation of the principles 
above affirmed, refused in part to recognise our 
credentials, and that upon the authority of a paper 
which, emanating from an oflicer not recognised uy 
the laws of New Jersey regulating elections, ana 
therefore hot tinder the sanction of an official oath, 
stating merely inferences from other papers, them- 
selves not evidence, being ea parte affidavits, taken 
without authority of law, and without notice to us, 
and proved by the law itself to be false upon its 
face, could not be received as proof of the facts it 
asserts in any court of record in the Union; and an 
intention being manifested to carry further this re- 
sult to our State, and to consummate the outrage 
upon her rights, by excluding us, her Representa- 
tives, from taking part in the organization of the 
House, we, in the name of our State, and of our- 
selves, and in behalf of our common country, and 
of all the other States whose rights are outraged in 
the violation of ours, do most solemnly protest 
against any such usurpation of power by this body, 
and do utterly disclaim its right to do an act which 
will be a bolder and more fizgrant violation of the 
Constitution of the United States, and of the laws 
and rights of the States themselves, than.has ever 
yet been attempted in this country. 

Wasuinaton, Dec. 12, A. D. 1839. 

JNO. B AYCRIGG, 
CHARLES C. STRATTON, 
J. P. B MAXWELL, 

J. HALSTED, 

T. JONES YORKE. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose to a point of order. 

Mr. WISE thouzht his colleague’s point would 
turn out to be a “point no point.” 

Mr. DROMGOULE submitted a point of order. 
Under the rule, the judgment of the House is to 
stand until it is reversed, and can only be reversed 
by a motion to reconsider, therefore, could his 
course reverse the decision of the House, without 
reconsidering the vote of yesterday? 

Mr. WISE then referred to decisions under the 
late Speaker of the House, to show that papers had 
been entered upon the journal in cases where the 
yeas and nays had been called, and where the 
House decided that they should not go on the jour- 
nal. Mr. W. stated that this rule of proceeding 
had been admitted by the gentleman from New 
York on yesterday, and he contended that it was 
the only protection of minorities to adhere strictly 
to rules. Mr. W. referred to a variety of prece- 
dents in the course of his remarks, and concluded 
by moving the previous question on his resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS moved to lay the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia on the table. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired of the Cuan if the reso 
lution of the gent}eman from Virginia would not 
go on the journal of to-day, whether his motion 
prevailed or not? 


‘The CHAIR stated that the journal of yesterds.’ 


; had been made up as usual in such caseg. omitting 
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the protest; but as a motion had been made to-day 
embracing that paper, according to the decisions of 
the two last Speakers of the House, that paper 
would go on the journals of to-day. i. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE appealed from this decision, 
so that it might be seen whether the House would 
sustain this course of proceeding. 

Mr. TILLINGHAS ® then referred to a rule of 
the House, which had been adopted since the cases 
referred to by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Dromcooe,] by which, he contended, a paper 
must be entered on the journal, when submitted in 
the shape of a motion by a member of the House, 
and the yeas and nays were ordered upon it. 


braced all the appeal—the amendment of the jour- 
nal and all. 

Mr. MERCER here raised a question of order 
as follows: “A motion being made to amend the 
journal of the House, while the journal was pass- 
ing before the House for correction, the CHAIRMAN 
decided that should the motion to amend be laid 
on the table, the journal does not accompany.” 

Mr. M. appealed from this decision, and called 
for the yeas and nays; but the House refused to 
order them, and the decision of the Cuair was sus- 
tained almost unanimously. 

The yeas and nays were then called on Mr. 


i 
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Mr. TURNEY would inquire whether the House 
was now about to adopt a rule by which a member 
might spread upen the journals any paper coming 
from individuals out of the House. If you adopt 
this rule of action, you put it in the power of any one 
member of the Hou e to incorporate in a motion 
every Abolition petition which may come to this 
House, and you wiil be compelled to enter them at 


large upon your journals, notwithstanding you may 
have adopted a resolution declaring that they shall 
not be read and received by the House. He hoped 
gentlemen would reflect on this matter before they 
adopted such a precedent as this. 

Mr. HOFFMAN contended that every preposi- 
tion should be entered upon the journals, upon 
which members were called to vote by yeas and 
nays, in order that their constituents might be cor- 
rectly informed in relation to their votes. 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose, and moved the previous 
question on the appeal. 

Mr. HOFFMAN here raised a question as to 
whether the appeal was in order. The gentleman 
had only made an inquiry of the Cxatr, and, upon 
the an~wer to that inquiry being given, he had ap- 
pealed without the Caatr having made any formal 
decision. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said that the motion of his 
colleague was not a motion to amend the journal 
of yesterday, but it was simply a motion to do 
that indirectly to-day which the House refused to do 
directly yesterday. 

Mr. WISE. I stated that I made a motion to 
amend the journal in this way—by incorporating the 
protest in my resolution. Get that off the journal 
if you can. 

Mr. DAVIS of Ia. inquired whether his motion 
to lay on the table would not lay the whole ques- 
tion on the table. Ifso, he moved to lay the whole 
matter on the table. 

Mr. MERCER wished to know if a motion to 
lay the journal on the table would not prevent us 
from keeping a journal. 

The CHAIR said certainly not; for when this 
question is disposed of, any other motion may be 
made with regard to the journal. 

Mr. BYNUM. Cana member of the House do 
that indirectly which another member has been pro- 
hibited from doing directly? 

The CHAIR. The gentleman must answer that 
question himself. [Laughter ] 

Mr. SERGEANT rose to a question of order, 
„and was stating it at considerable length, and re- 
ferring to the proceedings of the House, when 

Mr. BYNUM called him to order, because he 
was going on to debate the question in the very 
face of the rule. 4 

Mr. SERGEANT then asked if the motion to 
lay on the table was in order, 

-. The CHAIR. The gentleman has withdrawn 
that motion. 

Mr. DAVIS. No, sir, I have repeated it two or 
three times. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked whether, if the motion to 
lay on the table prevailed, the journal of yesterday 
would be laid on the table. 

The CHAIR replied that it would not, but that 
all the questions which had been raised this morn- 
ing would. : 

Mr. TURNEY inquired if the motion to lay on 
the table took precedence of the appeal taken by 
the gentleman from Virginia. 

The CHAIR said the motion to lay on the table 
took precedence. 

Mr. WISE said the gentleman’s motion em- 


Davis's motion to lay on the table, and were—yeas 


103, nays 119. 
So the House refused to lay the question on the 


table. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE. I presume now my ques- 
tion on the appeal comes up. 


Mr. WISE asked if, by the votes already taken, | 
his resolution was not placed on the journal. 


Mr. PETRIKIN renewed the motion to lay the 
appeal on the table. E 
Mr. DROMGOOLE then submitted a point of 


order, that the journal could not be altered under | 


pretence of amendment. 

Mr. WISE objected to his colleague’s point of 
order, that it stated what was not true. He ot- 
jected to any oae putting words into his mouth by 
color, by paint, or by whitewash. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine thought it was very sin- 
gular if they could not keep off their journal any 
figures, characters, or words, they had expressed a 
determination should not be placed on it. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked the Cnamman whether 
he would put the quest on on a motion offered by 
hm ornot. Hehadcalied for the previous ques- 
tion three or four tmes, and the Cyarrman, with 
an obstinacy peculiar to himself, refused to put the 
question to the House. He wished to know, on 
behalf of himself and his constituents, how long 
ths ccur-e was t'o be pers'sed in. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then sad that, if his propo- 
sition was not similar tu the one heret fore 
adopted, he would w thdraw the former, and now 
offer it in the following words: 

“Mr. Wise of Virginia moved to amend the 
journal, by inserting thereon a paper presented on 
yesterday by Mr. Ranpo.pu, which the House re- 
fused to enter on the journal. Mr. DromcooLE 
made a point of order, that it is not in order, under 
color of amending the journal, to propose to insert 


force.” F 

Mr. PETRIKIN. And on that I call the pre- 
vious question. The Cuairnman will now under- 
stand me. I hope. 

The CHAIRMAN Cecided that Mr. Drom- 
GOOLE’s proposition was not in order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. From that decision I ap- 

eal. 

Mr. PETRIKIN. And on that appeal I demand 
the previous question; which was seconded. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded the ayes and 
noes, which were ordered. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD movel to lay the whole 
subject on the table, which was carricd in the af- 
firmative. ; 

So the whole subject of amending the journals, 
and incidental questions, were laid on the table. 

The CHAIR stated that there were two privi- 
leged. questions. The first was the motion of the 
member from Alabama [Mr. Lewis] to reconsider 
the resolution of the member from South Carolina 
(Mr. Ruert ] 

Mr. LEWIS said that it was not his intention to 
press his motion at this time, but gave notice that 
if the resolution of the gentleman from South Ca- 
rolina [Mr. Pickens] was defeated, he would call 
it up. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the next proposi- 
tion was that of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Crass] to reconsider the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. DromcooLE ] 

Mr. CRABB said, he did net call up his motion 
to reconsider the resolution of the honorable mem- 
ber from Virginia who sits behind him, [Mr. 
Dromcooxe,] because he considered that, under 
one of the rules of this House, it comes up of 


said paper, the decision for yesterday being still in | 
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course after the dispcs'tion just made of the prior 
mot.on of his honorable colleague, [Mr. Lew:s.] 
He ces red that such should be the course, for he 
was anxious that his motion should now Le con- 
si’e-ed and acted on by the Hcuse, , 

Mr. C. considered it due to himself, befcre the 
question was t ken, to submit a few remarks in 
explanation cf his course. He was not in the 
habit cf troubling the House in this way, prefer- 
ring, as he did, to content himself with the expla- 
nation which h s votes would give upon all quess 
tcns of interest. But such had been the fact, that, 
pr:or to the call of the roll, many votes had been 
taken by tellers merely, which course left no traces 
of his opinions as expressed by the vetes he thus 
gave. Without an explanation, therefore, his later 
voles, which appeared upon the journal, would 
misrepre-ent his irte sentiments, and, so far as his 
first Yotés were known to members, present an in- 
consistency. 

He therefore embraced this occasion to say that 
his mind had undergone no change oa the ques 
tion. He came here with the cpinion wh’ch he 
still entertained, that the claimants fr.m New Jer 
sey, having credentials in confoimity with the laws 
of that State, just as he came with the commiissioti 
of the Governor cf Alabama, ptirsuant to the law 
of that Sta'e, were, equally with h mself, entitled, 
temporar ly, to take their seats cn this floor, and 
participate in the «rganization of the House. This 
was his opinion when he entered this hall, and this 
opinion remaire t unchanged, 

But the House rejected the proposition of the 
gent eman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] dec aritg his 
(Mr. C’s) opinions on this plain. proposition, there- 
by showing, as he then cenceived, a majority of the 
body adverse to his own well founded view of the 
correct cour e to be pursued. What, then, was to 
be done, and yet to avoid that cbkr-e upon this 
floor, which might wé'l be denominated factious? 
Why, sorely, to ad: pt the next be t proposition. 
He discovered, he ‘thought, that proposition in the 
ose offered by the hocorab'e gentleman fom South 
Carolina, [Mr. Ruert,} which p'edged the House, 
before it wou'd go into anelection of Speaker, to in- 
quire into and determine who are entit'ed to seats 
on this floor as Representatives from New Jersey. 
This, under the circums'ances, was the next best 
course that could be pursued, and therefore he sup- 
ported it. Hesupported the proposition of the hos 
norable gen‘leman from Virginia, [Mr. Drom- 
GOOLE.] merely as a convenient and expedient 
mode of carrying out the resolution offered by 
the gent'eman trom South Carolina, (Mr. Ruerr,} 
and adopted by the House 

But wha! hare we row heard, said Mr. C. on this 
fioo? Instead of an adherence to the rrinciples 
which he considered as settled by a majority of the 
Howe in reec'ing the re olution offered by the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisr,] the honora- 
be gentleman from South Ciroina [Mr. Ruerr 
yesterday submitted views whch he (Mr. C.) could 
not consider otherwise than ioconsi-tent with the 
previous cour e of that honorable gen leman. He 
said this in a proper spirit, and not with a view of 
censiring in the least ‘he course of the gentleman, 
but mere'y the be'ter to account for and explain 
his (Mr. C’s) own course. He yielded wih great 
pleasure to that gent’eman, and every other, the 
same privilege he claimed for himself,of pursuing h's 
own course, in his own way, uniofluenced by the dic- 
tation of any other person or body of persons. But 
that gentleman formed ore of the small majority 
which had, on a former day of the session, rejected 
by his vote the correctness of his (Mr. C’s) views, 
and now expressed opinions, which, if followed « ut, 
could but lead toa different course. What then 
became his (Mr. C’s) duty? Certainly to re- 
trace his steps, taken correctly under the circum- 
stances as they appeared at the time. but which he 
now had reason to hope, and believed, with the aid 
of the honorable gentleman from Scuta Carolina, 
[Mr. Ruerrt,] the House would be induced to re- 
trace, and thereby place us once more upon the 
true ground, where the House could d: at ence, 
and while it was yet in time, what had been his 
original opinion, and which had undergone no 
change from the arguments he had heard: cat 19 
to say, proceed to organize the House, permitting 
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the people of New Jeisey to be represented, for 
the time, by those who come here under the au- 
thority of her laws, and through the instrumentali- 
ty of her Governor, wh», in the language of the honora- 
ble gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Rnerr,] is 
the only organ of communication upon this sub- 
ject, between that State and this House. He 
deemed, with that gentleman, the Governor of that 
State to be the on'y 'egal organ; the on'y voice 
hat the House could properly recognise in this 
stage cf the proceeding; but if a majority of the 
House should persist, as he had understocd them 


heretofore to decide, he shou'd on this, as on all = 


similar occasions, bow with respect to the will of | 


the majority. 


Mr. C. said he had a word to say in relation to | 


the resolution which his honorable friend from 
South Carolina [Mr. Picxens] proposed to offer. 
He agreed with him that the direct and proper 
question for decision by the House at this time, 
was the question of return, and not the question 
of election. The Constitution separates these 
questions, and they must be decided as they arise 
before the House. That gentleman admits that 


the question now before the House, is the question of | 
return; but, says he, not who are returned, but who | 
He considered that ; 


ought to have been returned. 
his friend, by his resolution, varied the direct ques- 
tion as contained in the Constitution itself. ‘That 
instrument gives this House the power to judge of 
the elections, returns, and qualifications of gentl-- 
man presenting themselves here as claimanis lo 
seats on this floor. ‘The first question that neces- 
sarily arises at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, is, who are returned? After this, if any con- 
test is instituted, the question arises as to the 
election or qua'ifia'ion, as the case may be, of the 
member returned. Now the resolution of the hono- 
rable gentleman from Scuth Carolina [Mr. 
Pickens] proposes that this Howe shall inquire 
into who ought to have been returned from New 
Jersey; not who is returned. If this be the proper 
question on the subject of returns, push the rea- 
soning another step, to the election; and the ques- 
tion, by parity of logic, would be, not who is elected, 
bnt who ought to have been elected. Do not gentle- 
men see the effect of such reasoning, and that it 
will lead them into an absurd construction of the 
powers of this House on this subject? And do they 
not perceive that the questicn of who ought to have 
bern returned, is precisely coextensive and identical 
with the question of who is el cteċ? He would say, 
also, that his views on this question did not com- 
mit him in the least on the merits of the question of 
election. Whenever that question came legitimatcly 
before the House, after it shall be organized, the 
members sworn, &c. he should go into that question 
without prejudice, and prepared, he hoped, to de- 
cide it on correct and constitutional principles. 


He had said this much under an imperious sense 
of duty to himself, and that his friends here and 
elsewhere might understand the impulses. under 
which he had acted. He generally preferred 
si’ence to a mingling in the gereral debates of the 
House, because he was averse to the unnecessary 
consumption of precious time by the almost inter- 
minable debates which a'e witnessed on this floor. 
He had troubled the House on this occassion for 
another pur, ose: to declare, wh t he conceived to 
be the duty of every true Republican, his disposi- 
tion to submit, with profound respect, to the 
cearly expressed will of a majority, on all occi- 
sions where the Constitution does not guaranty 
Tights to a minority. Any other course he deemed 
factious and highly improper; in which respect he 
was not, and never would, he hoped, become a 
pa'ty man, Party, as regards principles, was 
right and proper in itself. ‘There was not a more 
sublime spectacle thani high sacrificing devotion to 
prinviple; but party ties, and party devotion, for 
self-agg-andizement, and mere party purposes, call 
it what you will, was but mere faction at last, and 
greatly disreputable to any body of individuals 

He hoped his moti-n to reconsider wou d pre- 
vail; that his hon: r.ble colleague’s [Mr. Lewis] 
would also prevail, and that the House weuld re- 
trace its steps to what he conceived, with due de- 
ference for all who differ from him, to be the con- 
stitutional and only correct view of the subject. 


i A gentleman from Tennessee, [ 


' fair proposition made them, and they hav 
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Mr. WISE obtained the floor, and said that if 
he could be assured by gentlemen on both sides 
that they would reconsider the vote for the appoint- 
ment of a committee, and come directly to the vote 
on the returns, upon the evidence now before the 
House, he would yield the floor. If gentlemen on 
all sides would say now, that they would recon- 
sider the vote appointing this committee, and at 
once take up a resolution to determine the question 
whether either one set or the other of the New 
Jersey members should take their seats, he would 
be silent, and beg gentlemen also on all sides to be 
silent. [Cries of agreed, agreed, on all sides. | 

Mr. W. then recapitulated the terms of his pro- 
position, and there was a general assent to it on 
all sides, with the exception of f 

Mr. TURNEY, who said, I for one will not 
agree to this proposition. 

Mr. WISE resumed. Gentlemen have now hada 
e rejected 
Let us now hear no more about the re- 
this House from orga- 
to the public business. 
Mr. Tursey,] one of 
the accredited leaders of the Administration party, 
objects to the fair propos tion l have made, and it 
falls to the ground. [Much noise and confusion, 
and loud cries of “Mr. TuRNEY withdraws his ob- 
jections,” while others were heard crying “go on, 
go on.”] 

Mr. TURNEY here rose and said that ha with- 
drew his objection at the solicitation of his friends. 

Mr. WISE. There is so much confusion that Tam 
in doubt what to do; several gentlemen around me 
call upon me to go on with the debate, while others 
tell me that they will avcede to my proposition. 
The gentleman from Tennessee obiecting— ! 

{Here Mr. Wise was interrupted by several gen- 
tlemen, and told that Mr. Turney had withdrawn 
his objection ] 

Mr. WISE. Will gentlemen, then, agree that we 
shall enter at once upon the credentials, and that 
these resolutions shall be considered as rescinded? 
Will gentlemen consent to take the direct vote? 

[Cries of “yes, yes,” on all sides ] 

The CHAIR then put the question on rescinding 
the resolution of Mr. Dromeoote, and it was car- 
ried in the affirmative unanimously. 

Mr. WISE. Then [ offer the following resolu- 
tion, and call for the previous question on it: 

Resolved, ThotJ. Banker Aycuice, J. P.B. Max- 
WELL, Witt!amM HALSTED, HARLES C. STRATTON, 
and Tuomas Jones Yorke, are entitled to ther 
seats. 

Mr. PICKENS said he asked it as a’ personal 
favor that the gentleman from Virginia would in- 
sert the constitutional word “returns, in his reso- 
lution. 

Mr. WISE. No sir; no sir. 

Mr. CRAIG then moved a call of the House, 
which was seconded on all sides, and carried. The 
names of the members having been then called over 
by the Cier«, it was ascertained that there were 
four or five absentees, among whom was Mr. 
Hawes of Kentucky. 

Mr. WHITE informed the House that Mr. 
Hawes was absent from sickness, and moved that 
he be excused. 

Mr. CRAIG moved that the absentees be sent 
for; which was carried. 

Mr. WISE said if gentlemen would permit it 
at this time, when they were doing nothing, he 
would modify his resolution. Some gentlemen 
arou:.d him seemed to think that his resolution set- 
tled the final question as to the seats of the mem- 
bers from New Jersey, and he would therefore 
withdraw his resolution and offer the following, for 
which he found a precedent in the proceedings of 
the House. 

Reselved, That the cedentia's of the following 
members, J. Banker Aycryee, J. P. BAMaxwe t, 
Wm. Hatstep, Cuarues C. Stratron, ard Tuo- 
Mas Jones Yorke, aie sufficient to entite them to 
take seats in the Hone, 'eaving the ques‘ion of 
conie ted electicn to be «f-er:wards decided by the 
House. 

Mr. PICKENS objected to the change in the 
form of the resolution, becacse it changed the 
issue. There was but a shadow of difference be- 


it. 
sponsibility of keeping tl 
nization, and from proceeding 


. part of the proposition that was acceded to on all mi 


| offer yesterday, providing that Mr. 


Z 
: f ; z 
tween the original and substitute; but in these times, 4 

r. P. said, shadows count. ee 
Mir. WISE replied, that he only bound himself 
to offer a direct proposition; and the resolution he P 
now offered was as much so as the original. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD hoped the previous ques- 
tion might not be carried. He should vote against Y 
the last proposition, as well as against the original, y 
and hoped the House would not second the call for ® 

i i ail & 
the previous question. an ; 

After some few remarks from Mr. WISE, ‘ 


Mr. UNDERWOOD asked if the call for the 
previous question had been seconded by the House, d 
and demanded that the question on seconding the - 

ow. x 
en PICKENS observed that he had not the W 
slightest objections himself to voting on the resolu- y 
tion as modified. He understood the gentleman to m 
read the resolution to the House as part of his pre- wl 
position, and he [Mr. P.] then objected to the lan- yi 
guage of it, and requested the gentleman to insert i 
the constitutional word “returns,” Which he re- js! 
fused to do. The very slight change mace by the al 
gentleman in the resolution, might affect the votes th 
of one or two gentlemen; and it was for this reason it 
he opposed it. He might be mistaken; bnt his un- M 
derstanding was, that the original resolution, as ga 
offered by the gentleman from Virginia, was a ft 


sides. x) 

Mr. WISE. Iwill ease the fears of the gentle- y 
man. I understand he had a resolution ready to a 
Dickerson and 4m 
ld take their seats as members _ }i 
Now I will make a fair propo- i 
sition to the gentleman. I will withdraw my reso- ja 
lution, and let him offer his in its stead. p 

Mr. PICKENS. I prefer the gentleman's reso- s 
lution, because it is an affirmative proposition. (E 

On taking the vote, the call for the previous 4 
question was seconded by the House. y 

The question, “ Shall the main question be now yn 
put?” was thea taken, and it was decided in the p 
affirmative. 4 

The main question was then taken by yeas and 4; 
nays, and it was decided in the negative—yeas 117, 4 


navs 117, as follows: \ 

YEAS.—Mes:rs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon y 
H. Anderson, Andrews, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Black, Bon ; 
Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, Joh i 
Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chrittenden, ý 
Clark, Colquitt, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, 
Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies, 
Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dillett, Edwards 
Evans, Everett, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gates, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, William 8. Hastings, 
Henry, Hillof Virginia, Hotiman, Hopkins, Hunt, Hunter, 
James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Wm. C. Johnson, King, 


his associates shou 
from New Jersey. 


‘ Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, Mercer, Mitchell, Monroe, 


Morgan, C. Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Oshorn, Palen, Peck, 
Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, : 
Rhett, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, She- 
pard, Simonton, Slade, Troman Smith, Stanly, Storrs | 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, | 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, feter J Wagner, Warren, 
Edward D. White, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis, 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Sher- 
rod Williams, and Wise—117. 

NAYS —Messrs. Judsoo Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron 
V. Brown, Aibert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, 
Wiliam O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Coles, Conner, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, 
John Davis, John W. Davis, De la Montanya, Doan, Doig, 
Droomgoole, Duncan, Earle, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Griffin, Ham: 
mond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N. C. Hillen, 
Hollemaa. olmes, Hook, Tilgham JA. Howard, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnsen, Cave Johnsen, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leon- 
ard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCalloh, McKay. Mal- 
lory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Saml W. Mortis, 
Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pick- 
ens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, Edward 
Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Albert. Smith, John 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steinrod, Strong, Sump- 
ter, Swearingen, Rweeny, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. 
tA ae oe ay Turney. Vanderpoel, David D. 

azener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jarad W. Willi à 
ry Williams, and Worthinaton—L7 eee 

Tag 7 : 

So it was decided by the House that Messrs. 
Aycricc, MAXWELL, STRATTON, Yorkr, and Har- 
STED, Shail not take their seats as Representatives 
from the State of New Jersey. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine then ofered a resolution 
that the House would now proceed to the election 
of a Speaker. 
ores WISE. Task if this is carrying out in 

ae my proposition [Cries of “yes, yes—your 
resolution has been offered and decided against.” 
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(Continued from No. 3.) 
The House has decitled, said Mr. W. that Messrs. 
Arcrias, VORNE, STRATTON, Maxwene, and Hat- 
STED, shall pot de admitted as members, but it has 
not decided who shall take their seats as members 
from New Jersey. 

Mr. SMTH of Maine. The House has de- 
cided not less than six times that those gentleman 
from New Jersey who claim under the Go-ernor's 
commission shal] not be permitted to take their 


seats. 

Mr. MERCER here moved that the House ad- 
journ; and Messrs. Gatrrix and Davis being ap- 
pointed tellers, the question was taken, and decided 
in the negative—ayes 113, nays 117, 

Mr. SMITH of Maine called for the reading of 
his resolution, and moved the previous question 
on it. 

The CHAIR was proceeding to read the resolu- 
(Mr. Smita stilt retaining the floor,) when 
Mr. PROFFiT rose amid loud cries of “order, 
order,” and said that he rose to a point of order. 
He wanted to know whether a gentleman could 
move a resolution, and, before it was debated, move 

the previous question on it? 

Mr. SMITH was understood to say that he was 
only following the example set by the gentleman 
from Virginia before him [Mr. Wise J 

Mr. PROFFIT. 1 ask whether it is in order for 
a gentleman, because he has a sufficiency of lungs 
to enable him to drown the voices of a!l the rest, 
to propose a resolution, and then move the previous 
question? I say that it is not in order. 

{Here Mr. Prorrit was loudly.called to order 
from various parts of the hall, and too his seat ] 

Mr JOHNSON of Maryland. I make a further 
point of order, and ask if the gent.eman from 
Maine is entitled to the floor? 

Here something like order was restored, and the 
CLrrg proceeded to read the resolution, when 

Mr. SMITH move the previous question on it. 

Mr. WISE rose to a point of order. By the re- 
solution of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Ruxrr,] he said this House had determined 
that it would decide the question as to who should 
be received as the Representatives from the = tate 
of New Jersey before going into the clection of a 
Speaker. He called for the reading of that resviu- 
tion, and appealed to the consciences of gentlemen 
whether they would not carry out a resoluton 
adopted by their own votes. 

Mr. SMIVH. My conscience is perfectly at 
rest as far as the gentleman from Virginia is con- 
cerned. That resolution was voted aga‘nst by the 
gentleman, and was, by the general consent of the 
whole House, considered as reconsidered. 

[Here Mr. Smirna was interrupted by loud and 
repeated calls to order, from the Opposition mem- 
bers. A violent uproar ensued—Mr.. Smitu de- 
fending his right to the floor, and attempting to pro- 
ceed with his remarks, while the cries of “Order, 


u 


order,” were continued, so as to prevent him from | 


being heard. 


the proceedings, addressed the Cuair, and said a ' 


few words, the only part of which heard by the re- 
porter was, “a'I make him sit down if you'll order 
me.” 

Mr. SMITH still retaining his place on the 
floor, and endeavoring to make himself heard, 

The CHAIR was understood to direct him to 
take his seat, and Mr. S. sat down. The noie 
and confusion was so great, however, that the re- 
porter could not hear what the Cuair said. 

Mr. WISE called for the re-ding of Mr. 
Ruerr’s resolution, when the clamor instantly 
ceased, and the resolution was read. 

Mr. WISE said: | submit the point of order, 


whether that re olution of Mr. t nerT is not im- ; 
perative? Gentlemen cannot waive that resolu- . 


tion. They have, under the dispensation of Pio- 
vidence, by which we have been deprived of the 
vote of a member, who is co fined to his sick bed, 


(Mr. Hawes,] been able to bring us to a tie, and | 


! had been raging round them for twelve days. 


GLOBE. 
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thus defeat the resolution I offered for Mr. Av- 


| erga and his associates to take their seats as Repre- 


sental ves from New Jer ev. I put it to geut’emen 
whether it is in good faith to pass over the resolu- 
tion they have adopted? I put it tò their con- 
sciences, and ask them if they dare waive the 
claim: of Messrs. Dickrrson anid Vroom, and their 
awociate-? Hf they do, will it not be considered 
that those claims were a pretence from the beg:n- 
nng? Do you now say, gentlemen, that you have 


piayed out the play, and thet thee claims were | 


but a sham from the beginning? 


Mr. SMIEH ob-erved that the question was ; 


upon his resolution, and that he had never 
taken his seat since he presented it. 


peated cries of “order, order!” that it was impos- 
sib'e to hear what he said.] 

Mr. VANDERPOEL observed that he com- 
mended the motives and conduct of the gentleman 


from Virginia, when he introduced his resolution, | 


which he hoped would calm the tempest which 


| me explain the position in which this House was, 
` said Mr. V. when that resolution was offered. The 
' whole morning was consumed in useless debate on 


: a question of amending the journal. 
i had been submitted by the gentleman from Virginia, 


A resolution 


| for carrying into effect the very proposition which 
. he now says the House is bound to carry out, 


though he opposed that proposition at the cutset, 


and hat taken the floor this morning in support of 


the motion to reconsider it. While the gentleman 
was on the floor, he reproached us with wasting 
time on preliminary matters. He called out to us 
to march boldly up to the main question. We 
took him at his word-—we have taken the vote, and 
his resolution has been rejected. There is thus, 
saii Mr. V. an end of the whole matter. 

Mr. WISE here explained that the object of his 
intended speech was to dispense with the resolution 
for the appointment of a committee, in order to 
bring the House to decide, under the resolution of 
the gentlemen from South Carolina, [Mr. RBeTT,} 
who should be considered members from. the State 
of New Jersey. By that resolution, the House had 
imperatively decided that, before going into the 


` election of a Speaker, it would decide this quest on. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL said it amoonted to the 


; same thing, The resolution of the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Dromcoote] was only carrying out 


the resolution of the gentleman from South Caroli- 
na, and appointing agencies for that purpose. 
When the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. W sr} 
was contending for a repeal of the tesolution, he 
proposed that we shonid march to the direct ques- 


: tion boldly, and every gentleman believed that it 


—— 


was a w-iver of all preliminary matters. 

Mr. GALBRAITH rose to a point of order, and 
asked if a ques ion of order was debatable? 

Mr. WISE. l appeal to my honorable col- 
Jeague from the Norfolk district, if he did not ask 


Mr aay THOMPSON, at this stage of ' me whether the decision, as to the right of the 
. A) aN, a -E j 


members holding the cert ficates of the Governor, 
would preclude the sight of d ciding as to the 
élaims cf the others? 

The CHAIR here said th t the resolution that 
had been adopted by the House, was not reconsi- 
dered, and was still in force. ‘The question that 
was taken, was taken by universal consent, and 
did not set aside the resolution. ‘The moton of 
the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Smita] was, 
however, considered by the Cuain to be in order, 
al:hough there are reso'tt jons in the journal which 
have not been disposed of. 


Mr, SMITH again moved the previous question 
on his resolution. 

Mr. WHITE appealed from the decision ot the 
Cua. 
Mr. GRAVES moved an adjournment; and on 
that question he called for the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays having becn ordered, the 
question was taken on Mr. Graves’s motion, 


Let | 


- order, of appeal, &c. are not debagedle; 
[Here Mr. j 
S. was agsin interrupted with such loud and re- | 
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which was decided in the negative—yeas 109, nays 
119. 

Mr. DUNCAN asked if the previous questios 
had been called on the resolution. 

The CHAIR answered that it had, but the ques- 
tion now was on the appeal of the gentleman from 
Kentucky. 

Mr. WHITE rose and proceeded to make some 
remarks, when 

Mr. BRIGGS appealed to the Crain whether the 
question on an appeal was debatable. 

Mr CAVE JOHNSON requested the CLERK 
to read the rule which declares that questions of 

Juhich was 
done. ~ ee 

Mr. WHITE continued his remarks, and was 
repeatedly called to order; and 

Mr. SMITH of Maine appealed to the Cxarr to 
decide whether the gentleman was in order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to lay the appeal on the 
table; but subsequently withdrew the motion. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved an adjournment; 
but afterwards withdrew the motion. 

Mr. WISE renewed the motion to adjourn, and 
called for the yeas and nays. 

The question having been taken, the House re- 
fused to adjourn—yeas 107, nays 116. 

Mr. WHITE moved that his appeal, and the 
resolution of Mr. Smita, be laid on the table. 

Messrs. GRAVES and WHITE asked for a 
call of the Howe; and. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, the yeas and 
na,s were ordered on taking that question, and 
they resulted in—yeas 84, nays 125. . 

Mr. TBOMAS thea moved a division of Mr. 
Whuitr’s mo:ion, when i ; 

Mr. WHITE withdrew his moticn; and moved 
to lay Mr. Smrra’s resolut on on the table; and 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the previous question 
on that mo ion. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Wuite’s 
moticn, and it was decided in the negative—yeas 


| 105, nays 113. 


_Mr EVERETT appea’ed to h's friends to 
wit draw further opposition. We are fan'y bea'- 
en, said he, and lei es s bmit like men. If the 
gent eman from Maire would ag.ee to modify his 
reso'wiion, so as to go into the eect on of Speaker. 
to-morrow at twelve o’c ovk, instead of row, he, 
would 10 longer oppose it. 

Mr. SMITH. Ag:eed, agreed ! 

Mr. WISE. I g:ve gentemen of this House 
fair warning, that I wah my hands of all agree- 
meats. I stand upon my righ's, and will not ac- 
knowledge myself beaten unul I know Lam ‘0. 

Mr. SMITH roe and made some remarks, 
which it was impassible to hear from the uproar 
that immedia ely ensued. During loud cries of 
“order, order,” Mr. 8. was heard to say, “I rise to 
a point of crder.” 

Mr. WISE replied, you are in the m:dst of dis-` 
order. 

Mr. SMITH. I knowit, sir. - 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
atjourn, and it was decided in the negative—yeas ` 
108, nays 117. i i 

Mr. SMITH otf Maine. The question is now on. 
my resoiution to preceed to the election of a. 
Speaker, and I beg the Cuair to understand that T. 
did not accept of any modification, unless gentle- 
men would agree to proceed to an election to-mor- 
row. Gentlemen before me refused to do so; there- 
fore my resolution stands as originally offered. 

Mr. BYNUM then moved the previcus question - 
on the resolntion. E : 

Mr. PROFFIT moved to lay the resolution on 
the table until to morrow at two o’clock. [Many 
voices, “not in order.”} 

Mr. WISE. I hope the gentleman from In- 
d'ana, will withdraw that motion, ani let the gen- 
tl-man do the deed. , 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered. 


Mr. GRAVES moved a call of the House, so 
that there might be a full vute un this resolution. 

Mr. ATHERTON calied the attention of the 
Caa:r to the rule which declared that a call of the 
House was not in order, after the main question 


had been ordered. 


the House was out of order. 
Mr. STANLY moved tht the House now ad- 


journ. 
Mr. DAVIS of Indiana ċalled for the yeas 


and nays. 
Mr. STANLY then withdrew the motion for 
an adjournment. 


The question was then ta'en on Mr. Smitn’s | 


résolution, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
118, nays 11, 
Mr. PRO 
adjourn, 
‘The yeas and nays were called for, which weve 
ordered, and were—yeas 98, nays 121. So the 
House refused to adjourn. 
Mr. PROFFIT rose, and moved to reconsider 


ITT moved that the House do now 


the vote on the resolution to proceed to the elec- | 


tou of a Speaker, and s'ated that he did so w.tha 


view of sabmit ing a series of re.o'u'ions, whieh’ 
he read. He then addressed the House for about | 


fifieen minutes in support of his pruposi'on. 


Mr. JENIFER next obtained the floor, and | 


To abont ten minutes, contending that the 
ouse had acted inconsistently in the course it had 
pursued; when he gave way to 

Mr. GRAVES, who stated that, as the hour was 
Yate, and the gentleman had lengthy notes, he 
moved that the House adjourn, and called the 
yeas and nays on the motion, which were ordered, 
and were—yess 98, nays 119. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. SMITM of Maine then moved the previous 


question. 
- Mr. JENIFER rose and stated that he had not 


yielded the floor. 
The CHAIR stated that the p:evidus question 


‘was moved. 

Mr. JENIFER would appeal to any honorable 
gentleman to say whether he was not entitled to 
the fluor. He would appeal to the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Dromcootz,] to say whether he 
‘was not entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said that question had teen 
made to the Cuair, and it would be indelicate for 
him to inter’ere in it. 


Mr. GRAVES appealed. from the dec’sion of the ` 
Cnair, and stated that he intended to speak on the | 


subject. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the reading of the 
45th ru'e, which declares that no detare shall take 
place on incidental questions after the previous 
question had been moved. 


Mr. DUNCAN said he thonght the gent'eman | 
from Maryland was entitied to the floor by the | 


tieages of the House. 
The CHAIR said that it was trae that such had 


been the usage of the House; but as thee was no |: 
ru'e on the subject, and as he had heard the gentle- `! 


man from Maine first, he considered it his duty to’! He wished to know if it was in order to move a 


en'ertain the motion. 


Mr. SMITH said he had understood that the ` 
gentleman intended merely to spek against time, | 


aad, the efore, he had moved the mot on for the 


previcus question; but, if the gentleman was de- : 
on, he would withdraw the motion, ` 


sirous of ie 

„Mr. JENIFER occupied the t'me of the House 
fer about an honr, in denunciation of the Admi- 
nistration party in the House, for the course it had 
pursued in reference to the resolution of Mr. 
Ruert, which he eontended should have been 
earried out by investigating the claims of Messrs. 


Dicwenson and his four colleagues claiming seats, |. marss to-night. Mr. W P 
i a š . W. was proceeding— 


previous to the election of Speaker. He accused 
the party with acting in bad faith thoughout the 
whole p oeeeding. He censured the course which 
the Cirrx had porsued in refusing in the first in- 
Btahce to call the members from Jersey, and for 
refusing to put motions to a vote of the House, 
‘when he was the an, presiding officer; and that he 
had acted in accordance with the promptings of 
the Globe. He disappzobated the course of the 


Administration party, in, endeavoring to orpenize 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the House by the election of Speaker at this time; 
and after some general remarks, without yielding 
the floor, Mr. J. made a motion to adjourn; upon 
which motion, 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 101, nays 


The CHAIR voted that the motion for a call of, / 117. 


So the House again refused to adjourn. 

Mr. JENIFER continued his remarks for some 
time. He again reiterated that New Jersey sh. uld 
be represented in the election of Speaker; that it 


| was the duty of those whom the Administration 
; party claimed as being entitled to seats, to come 


forward and have their pretensions canvassed. He 
believed the whole to be a miserable hambug; and 
that the course adopted by the House, was a viola- 
tion of State sovereignty, and in conflict with the 
doctrines of State Rights, professed by many of the 
new members—referring at the same time to the 
members from the State of Georgia. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL addressed the House at 
considerable length, deprecating the practice of in- 
traducing party names in the course of debate here, 
and contending that the members from New Jersey 


| who held the Governor’s certificates were entitled 


to seats on the floor of the House, and asserting 
that ifhe was placed in the same situation of those 


- gentlemen, he would demand his right to a seat; 


and when a Speaker was elected, he would claim to 
be qualified as a member of the House. He arg. ed 


` that those gentlemen were entitled to seats, accord- 


ing to all law and usage, and deprecated the prac- 
tice of departing from well settled principles of the 
laws. 

Mr. STEINROD then obtained the floor, and 
said that as three gentlemen who were opposed to 
the previous question had addres ed the House, he 


| would now, as a friend to that question, demand 


the previous question. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved a call of the House, 
and upon that motion ca'led for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 106, nays 


|| 114. So the House refused to order the call. 


The previous question was seconded, and the ` 
: main question, which was on the motion to recon- 


sider the resolution to proceed to the election of a 
Speaker, was then put. 
The yeas and nays were demanded on this ques- 


' tion, and it was decided in the negative—yeas 108, 


nays 120. 

Mr. PICKENS inquired what would be the first 
business in order, in case the House now ad- 
journed? 

The CHAIR stated that the first business in or- 
der would be the election of a Speaker. 

Mr. PICKENS then moved an adjournment. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE stat:d that that wou'd not 
be the first motion in order, and asked the gentle- 
man to withdraw it. 


Mr. PICKENS then withdrew the motion. 

Mr. GRAVES renewed it, and the yeas and 
nays were called; which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 113, nays 116. 

£o the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. WISE rose to submit a question of order. 


resolution resolving that Messrs. Aycriac, STRAT- 
Tron, Maxwett, Hatsvep, and Yorre, te al- 
lowed to vote in the election of Speaker. 

The CHAIR decided that it was in order. 

Mr. WISE then read his resolution. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE. I appeal from that deci- 


' sion of the Cram. 


Mr WISE said he did not yield the floor, and 
gentlemen could not appeal until he yielded the 
floor. He would prefer that the House would ad- 
journ until to-morrow, but if gentlemen would not 
agree to adjoura, he would proceed with his re- 


Mr. VANDERPOEL rose to a po‘nt of order. 

Mr. WISE said he would not yield the floor; 
gentlemen might make their point o! order after 
he hd concluded his remzrks. Mr. W. was again 
proceeding — 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS rose to a point of 
order, and pointed the Cwa‘r to the rule which re- 
quires a member to take his seat when he was 
called to order, He wished to know if it was in 


See 
ree aaa aaaea ar nena aan 


order for a gentleman ea the merits of lus 
i n an appeal. 

se WEE. No appeal has been taken, be- 

cause I did not yield the floor. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS then made a point of 
order, whether a gentleman could submit & propo- 
sition to reverse the decision of the House, and 
go on and discuss that proposition directly contrary 
to the opinion of the majority of the House. 

The CHAIR again stated that he considered the 


motion in order. 
Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS. Then I appeal from 


that decision. 
Mr. WISE. Ido not yield the floor to the gen- 


tleman. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS. Has not the Crair 
made a decision? If so, I have appealed from it. 

The CHAIR said he had no decision to make. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS. Can there be a 
plainer proposition than the one T have submitted 
to the Cxain? A member has aright to appeal 
from any decision. 

Mr. WISE said he would not yield the floor. He 
then proceeded with his remarks for some time; 
when he gave way to 

Mr. TRIPLETT, who moved that the House 
adjourn. 

Upon this motion the yeas and nays were called, 
and the question was decided in the negative—yeas 
111, nays 117. 

The CHAIR was then understood to say that the 
reason why he decided that the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] was in order, 
was because of a solemn vote by this House that it 
would not proceed to the election of a Speaker un- 
tilit was decided who were entitled to seats as 
Representatives from New Jersey; and he did not 
consider that the decision of the House of to-day, 
which deprived the gentlemen from New Jersey of 
their seats was binding, because it would be tanta- 
mount to an expulsion, which would require a vote 
of two-thirds to decide 

Mr. WISE then said that he believed, from con- 
versations with his colleagues, that he was some- 
what out of order in not yielding the floor for an 
appeal, and he would now yield it to his colleague 
to ake an appeal, with the understanding that he 
would have the privilege of addressing the House 
after that question was decided. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then appealed from the de- 
cision of the Crair, and moved the previous ques 
tion on the appeal. 

Mr. WISE then said that, in order to relieve the 
Crair and the House from difficulty, he would 
withdraw his resolution, if gentlemen would agree 
to adjourn until to-morrow. [Many voices, 
“agreed !”"] 

Mr. WISE then withdrew his resolution, when 

Mr. SMITH of Maine moved an adjournment. 

bs this question the yeas and nays were or- 
dered, and were —yeas 117, nays 109. 

The House then adjourned at 12 o’clock. 


IN SENATE, 
SaturpDay, December 14, 1839. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States. 

Mr. WHITE said that it occurred to him there 
was some business that might be done by the Sr- 
nate. He thought” it a tiresome proceeding in 
daily coming to the Capitol, and returning home 
again. He would therefore suggest that the pre- 
siding officer of the Senate should be empowered 
to appoint the standing committees, with the ex- 
ception of the Committee on Commerce. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The proposition is, with 
the assent of the Senate, to susperd the 34.h rule, 
and that the presidi: g officer shall proceed to the 
appointment of the standing committees of the 
Senate, with the exception cf the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. NORVELL con ide-ed that :he appointment 
of the Committee on Commerce was as necessary 
as the appointme:t cf any other committee. We 
have nominations daily coming in, if he might be 
allowed to allude to them, which should be referred 
to that committee; and he therefore hoped that it 
would not be omitted. 


Mr. ALLEN did not see any imaginable reason 
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why all the committees should not be appoin‘ed; 
but, on the contrary, there were many reasons why 
they should be. Senators wished t0 asceria n on 
what committees they were to be placed, so that 
they might qualify themselves to examine the pecu- 
liar subjects submitted to them, and employ what 
leis ire they had in acqui:ing such information as 


would enable them to discharge their duties with | 


promptness and fidelity. 


Mr. WHITE then submitted his res lution, | 


which provided that the presiding officer of the 


Senate should appsiut the standing committees, | 


with the exception of the Cha‘rman of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, who should, previously to 


‘the House. The previous que-tion, he had no 
dcubt, wuuld ccme soon enough, but gentlemen 
could not move it yet. 

Mr. VANDER! OEL. I ca'l the gentleman to or- 
der, acd demand that the Cuair shall enforce the 


` rules. 


Mr. WHITE still proceeding, denied that the 
question as to the rghtof the New Jersey mem- 
bers to take their seats, had been decided by a ma- 
jor.ty of the uncontested members. The majority 


. of the Houre had never settled that question, and 


the appo‘ntmest of such committees, be ballotted | 


for by the Senate. 


Mr. WRIGHT said, that the cour.e proposed, _ 


was precisely similar :o that adopted at the last 
Se-sion, as mght be ascertained by a reference to 
the jouraal. Jt was then prov:ded that the pres‘d- 
ing office should appviat the standing committees, 
with the exception—fer reasons then, as now, 
well understucd—of the Chaiirman of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. He saw no objection to 
the adeption of the resolution at the pre-ent time. 

The sesclution was unanimously agreed to. 

The Senate then preceeded to elect, by ballot, a 
Chairman ot the Committee on Commerce; and 
the ball ts being counted, the result was announced 


to be, 
Whole number of votes - - - 28 
For Wituiam R. King - = - 26 
Jenn Davis - - - 


Mr. KING was therefore e'ecte?}, 
And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, December 14, 1839. 

The journal hav ng been read, 

Mr. WISE inquired of the Cra'r whether the 
vote on the motion to: reconsider Mr. Ruert’s re- 
soluti: n was recorded on the j urnal. 

The CHAIR replied that it was not. 

-> Mr. WISE said he was satisfied. 

- The CHAIR then stated that the subiect before 
the House, acerrding to the vo'e of the House yes- 
terday, w.s on proceeding to the election ofa 
8, eaker. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved a call of the Honse, 
which was ordered; and the roll having been called 
over, it appeared that members had answered 
to their n-mes. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved that the absentees 
be sent for; which motion was agreed to. 


he held that, by the rescluton of the gentleman 


from South Carolina, wh'ch had been adopted as : 


the standirg order ot the Hou-e, the House was 
bound, be ore t proceeded to the e‘ection of a 
Spe iker, to decide as to who were efvitled to seats 
from the State of New Jersey. 

Mr. VANDERFOEL again called the genile- 
man to order, and inssted that the rales of the 
House shculd be enforce 4. 

The CHAIR said the question before the House 


, Was on the question of reception. 


Allthe members then an wered to their names, 


except Messr:. Hawes and KEMPSHALL. 
Mr. PETRIKIN then moved that the further 
pr ceedings under the call be dispensed with. 


the yeas and nays, which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 141, nays 87. 

So all fur-her. proceedings under the call were 
dispensed with. 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky thea moved the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolred, That J. B. Aycricc, Wm HALSTED, 
Jno P. B. Maxwer., CHarLES C. STRATTON, and 
Tsomas Jones Yorke, are entitled to vote in the 
organ:zation of the House unt 1 excluded by a ma- 
jority of uncontested votes, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL objested to the reception 
of this resolution. The House had decided, but 
yesterday, that those persons we'e not entitled to 
hold seats, and it could net possibly be in order. 


Mr. WHITE denied that the House had ever | 


Mr. VANDERPOEL. That is not the question. 
The Cwa:r had decided that the question of recep- 


> 


frem the State of New Jersey, be not called, or 
their voes ccunted, in the election of Speaker, or 
to move that Puitemon DICKERSON, PeT- r D. 
Vroom, Daniet B. Ryatt, Wittiam R. Cooper, 
and Josepn Kittie, be called, and their votes 
counted in the elect on of Speaker. 

Mr. B said that he n.w proposed to discuss the 


; subject cf that re oluticn. 


tion was deba'able, and from that decision he (Mr. ` 


question on the appeal. 
The CHAIR. ‘Ihen the question is on’the ap- 


; peal, and on that question the previous question is 


moved 
/ Mr. WISE would merely ask if the quest‘on of 
reception had not always been decided to be de- 
batable. - 

Mr. LEWIS then read the 5th rule in relation 10 
the reception cf motions. 

The CHAIR said the gentleman had read no 


: rule which prevented debate. 


After a few words on the point by Messrs. POPE 
and WISE, 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to lay the question of | 


recept on on the table. . 
On this que-tion the yess and nays were de- 

manded, and were—yezs 119, nays £15. j 

- So the que tion was laid cn the t-ble. 


| Mr. PICKENS inquired what Was the order of | 
busiaess before the House, and whether the resolu- | 


.V.) had appealed, and had moved the p evious . 


Mr. CRAIG objected to the reception of the re- 
solution, which he cens‘dered to be cut of order, 
while there was a resolution before the House that 
had precedence of it. 

Mr. BEATTY rose to a point of crder, and re- 
ferred to the rules of the Houe, from which he 
proceeded to show that t’ er. solution c uld not with 
propriety be received. 

Mr. BARNARD cbserved that if tke point of 
order was persiste! in, he asked that the member 
who raised it should be required to reduce it to 
wrting. 

Mr. BEATTY was proceeding to discuss the 
point of order, when he was required by tha 


_ CHAIR to put it in writing, which he did as fol- 
| lows: 


The point of order suggeste! is, that under the 


_ 52d rule of the House, no moton or any other 


business shall be received, with ut spec'al leave of 
the House, until the unfini-hed business in which 
the House was engaged at the last preceding ad- 


| journment, shall have been d sposed of. 


Mr. PETRIKIN cb e'ved th.t the rules also 


i; provided that, when a member is called to erder, 


| he shal! take his seat. 


tion adopted last evening, to proceed forthwith to the ` 


election ot a Speaker, should not come up first. If 
so, he hoped that the House would proceed at once 
to the execution of that resolution. 

Mr. PROFFIT here rose, and said he had a 
resolution to submit; but 

Tne CHAIR said that it would not be in order. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he rose to a point of order. 
The resolution adopted last evening’ was, that the 
House should go into the election of a Speaker. 


‘| ‘The resolution that he proposed to offer, was to re- 


i a 


decided that the members from New Jersey were — 


not estted to their seats. 


| gulate the manner of going into that election. 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Nurth Carolina called fcr | 


‘| fectly in order. 


A majority of the un- | 


contested members had never decided that question; `` 
therefore these gentlemen were ent-t'ed to their | 


seats as the Representatives of the State of New 
Jersey. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL ro:e to a question of order. 
‘Was the question of reception debatable? 

Tie CHAIR. That question is debatable. 


Mr. VAND:tRPOEL. Thea I appeal from that | 


decision, and move the previcus question upon the 
appeal. 

Mr. WHITE sa'd he hoped the gentleman 
would not attempt to force such a rule as this upon 


Mr. 
P. here read a resolation to give the Whig candi- 
dates a right to vote in the election of Speaker. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL cbjected to the reception of | 
: the resolution, as being out of order; and 


The CHAIR decided that it was not in order for 
Mr. P. to submit his resolutien. - 


. Mr. BARNARD rose, and said that he had | 
drawn up a resolution which he proposed to sub- ` 


mit at this time, and which he believed to be per- 
The purport of it was to suspend 
the execution of the order for going at this time 
into the election of a Speaker. It was true that the 
House had resolved to go into such election this 
morning, but that resolve was not binding on the 
House, which had-the power to suspend it at any 
time, in accordance with the settled rules of parlia- 
mentary practice. Mr. B. here read his resolution 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the execution of the order of this 
House, adopted yesterday, thet the House do pro- 
ceed to the election of S, eaker, be suspended, to 


| give oppor unity to any member who may be so 


dsposed, to move the House that the members - 


proceed, in the first pl ce, to hear and adjudge, 
pursuant to a resolu'ion of this House, heretofore 
adopted, upon the elec ions, returns, and qual fica- 
tions of pers ns who appear to be contesting feats 
on this floor from New Jersey, or '0 move that the 
names of Jno. B. Aycriae, Jno. P. B. MAXWELL, 
Wirum Hausten, Caartes C. STRATTON, and 
Teos. Jones Yerkes, the regular return members 


He asted, therefore, that 
the member from New York be required to take 
his seat. 

Mr. LEADBETTER took the ground that no 
busice s could be criginated to take precedence of 
this re-olution, to go into the e‘ection of Speaker, 
which the Cai pronounced to be the first thing in 
order this morning; and ins sted thatthe ru'es of 
the House be preserved in that particular, 

The CHAIR said that he referred the decision 
of th: ‘que-ticn of crder :o the House itself. 

M-. BEATTY demande 1 either the decision of 


: the Cwair, or that he would put the question, to 


enah'e the Heu e to decide it. 

. Mr. BARNARD claimed the floor, and was de- 
termined n. t. to yield it until it should be dec ded 
again- t him e:ther by the Cuair or the Heuse. If 
the member on the «pposite side had a point cf 
order, Jet him reduce tto writing. 

Mr. BEATTY. I have made my point of cr- 
der, and. reduced it to writing, and demand the 
decis on of the Cuair cr the House upon it. 

Mr. BARNARD. It is the po.nt of order I am 
proceeding to debate — 

[He e seve al members were heard crying out 
tha! a point of orver was not vebateble.} 

Mr DUNCAN. Do | understand the CHARMAN 
that he refuses !o dec de the quest’on of o-de ? 

The CHAIR realied that he bad re erred the de 
cision of itto the House itself. 
= Mr. BYNUM. Tien why not Jet the Huuse de- 
cide t? 

Mr. DUNCAN sa‘d that it:eemed to him very 
extraordinary that the Cna'r weuld ne ther decide 
the que-tion himself, nor, by putt ng it to the House, 
enable the House to decide it. 

Mr. BARNARD contended that he had a right 
to the floor, and, unless decided by ihe Cuair or the 
House to be out of order, had a right to go on with 
bis remarks. 

Mr. BEATTY, [addressing Mr. Barnarp ] Yen 
have not the floor, sir, unless yen usurp it. ‘There 
is a resolution which has precedence of all cther bu- 


|; siness, and ycu have no tigttto push it as de by 


orig nating new business. 

Mr. BARNARD. I intend to debate the point of 
order as soon as I can have the ear of the Hou e. 

Mr. BEATTY. You are net in order, ard I de- 
mand that you take your seat till the point is 
dec‘ded. 
` Mr. RIVES. If the Crain will mot decide the 
point of order, will he de the Heuse the favor to put 
the que-tion ard let the Houre decide it. 

The CLERK here, at the instance of a member, 
read the twenty-fifth ru'e, requiring a member to 
take his seat, when cal'ed to arder, unti! the ques- 
tion of order is decided; and also providing that 
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all questions of order and appeals shall be decided 
without debate. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS made a few cb- 
observations, which were not heard. 


The CHAIR kere decided that Mr. Barnard had 


a right to proceed with his remarks: but the grounds ` 
on which the Crain made the decision were not — 


heard by the reporter. 


Mr. STANLY observed that the resolution ! 


adopted last evening that the House would proceed 
to the e'ection of a Speaker, was dead; that it ap- 
plied to la t evening only, and was not now before 
the House. In ccnfirmation of this opinion, Mr. 
8. said that the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Dromcoo.e] was overheard last evening urging his 


as his opinion that, if they adjourned without cat- 
rying the resolution into effect, the resolution would 
die with the proceedings of the day, and they 
would have to proceed de nove in the mcrnirg. - 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he would not make 
any remark with regard to the propriety of repeat- 
ing what a gent'eman might say to his frends. He 
wou'd admit that he did express the fear to his 
friends that the resolution would be considered as 
expiring with that evening’s proceedings; bat he 
expressed no decided opinion on it. He was, 
however, overruled by his friends, who, on all 
sides, declared that the resolution would be impe- 
rative this morning. He would ask if it was not 
the understanding with all the geat’eman’s friends 
Jast evening, that the resolution would be in force 
this morning. At least, he understoed that the 
gentleman frum North Carolina, and allhis friends, 
entertained that ¢piniun. He wou'd ask if it was 
not the understanding on all sides cf the House 
thatthe resolution would be the first thing in or- 
der this mornirg? 

After some remarks from Mr. STANLY, 

Mr. WISE denied that there was such a general 
nnderstanding; for he entertained the opinion that 
the resolution of last night, that they would then go 


into the election of Speaker, was dead as soon as , 


the House adjeursed. Ore remark he would 
make before he sat down. Fir the last six years 
he had been witnessing the triumphs of the great 
Repub'ican party, and, thank God, they had now 
brought down that party to so lean a major ty, that 
they now have to jcckey in ordez to win the race 


Mr. JAMESON referred to the decision made ; 


by the Cwair, that the resolution for going ito the 
election of Speaker, passed last evening, was the 
first business in order this morning. And quoting 
the one hundred and twenty-sixth rule ef the House 


he argued the point of order, contending that the - 


House could entertain no other propos ticn until 
that was d sposed of. 

Mr. TURNEY moved that the resolution of the 
gent'eman from New York, [Mr. Barnarp,] and 
ee question of order arising on it, be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. BARNARD here raised a point of order, 
with regard to Mr. Turney’s motion, which he 
reduced to writing, as follows: 


A point of order having been made, that a reso- |; 
luti.n offered by Mr. Barnarp was not in order, . 
at this time pending the discussion on that point of | 
order,Mr. Turney rises and moves to lay the subject | 


of the point of order on the tab'e; and also, at the «: 


same time, to lay the resolution cf Mr. BARNARD | 


on the table. On this mction of Mr. Turxey, Mr. 


Barnarp makes this point of order: “Thatit is : 


not now in order'to move to lay the reso'ution of 
Mr. Barnarp on the tib'e, 

The CHAIR decided that the moticn of Mr. 
Torney was in order; when, 


Mr. FILLMORE rose and said, that, considering | 


this question to be one of vital imp: rtance, nct 
only at the present moment, but.as a precedent for 
the future action of the House, he weud appeal 
from the decisi: n cf the Cram. According to the 
decision of the Cairn, a member who had a reso- 
luticn to offer c-uld be compelled to sit down cn 
a point of order before he had time to explain it; 
and then his resoution was taken from him, while 
his month was shut by a motion to lay the whole 
subject on the table. This decision (said Mr. F.) 
may affect all of us hereafter; and, I therefore, ap- 
peal from the decision of the Cuan. 
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| which he now wished to make. 
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Mr. TURNEY called for the previous question 
on the appeal; and 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the appeal, and 
every matter relating to it, on the table. 

Mr. MERCER observed that the laying the ap- 
peal on the table would have the effect of affirming 
the decision of the CHAIR. 

Mr. LEWIS observed that there was great con- 
fusion prevailing in the Hall, so that it was difi- 
cult to understand the true question before the 
House. 


from its present difficulty by the point of order 
He would ask of 


the Cuair, if it was not announced by him this 


friends to proceed with the eleciion, and giving it | morning, that the resolution on the election of 
| Speaker, passed last 


evening, was the first business 
in order? He asked the Crair to determine that 
point of order. 

The Crain made no reply. 

Mr. LEWIS repeated his inquiry of the CHAIR. 

[Great confusion prevailing, and frequent ca'ls 


! for the question, mingled wtth cries of ‘‘Order,” 


“order.” 

Mr. GRANGER said a few words, which, in 
the noise that p:evailed, were not heard. 

The question on seconding the call for the pre- 
vious question was then taken, Messrs. BANKS 
and Carrer being tellers, and carried—ayes 116, 


: noes not counted. 


The vote was then taken on ordering the main 


question to be put, and car ied without a division. | 


Mr. CRAIG called for the yeas and nays on the 
main question, and they we:e accordingly ordered. 
Mr. ALFORD asked the gent'eman irom New 
York (Mr. Barnard] to withdraw h's resolution, 
and let the House go into the election of Speaker. 
The Administration party had disfranchi-ed New 


| Jersey, aad the Opposition had not the power to 


prevent it. The issue was withthe people. He 
was tired of fighting on the outpost, and wes ready 
to meet the question. 

Mr. CRABB agree! with his friend from Geor- 
gia, [Mr. ALromp,] that it would be better to go 
into the election of Speaker at once; and he would 
give notice to his political friends that he would 
not go with them in delaying that decision, by 
makirg appeals and points of order. He thought 
it was now high time to go into the election. 


Mr. BARNARD said he acceded to the proposi- | 
‘| Griffin, and J. W. Jones—3. 


tiou of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. AL- 
FoRD.] But he wished it to he expressly and d s- 
tinctly understocd that he did it because he saw 


that the majority of the House was determined on : 


the course it would pursue with regard to h's pro- 


. position, and the remarks he intended to offer in 


support of it. Upon that belief he yelded to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Georgia; and he 
did so because, in his conscienc, he des red to save 
the House from the evils that would ensue, if it 
now solemnly decided against the po:nt of order he 
had raised. 


Mr. CRAIG moved a cali of the House, which | 


was ordered; and the roll having been called over, 
and the absentees having been sent for; after some 
time,- 

The House then proceeded to the election of a 
Speaker. 

The first vote 
result was announced, 

Mr. Yorke, one of the gentlemen commissior- 
ed by the Governor of New Jersey, rose and asked 
if the roll had been called through. No answer 
being returned to him, he said he perceived that in 
calling the roll his name was omitted. He held 
a commission, he said, from the Governor of New 
Jersey as a Representative from that State, and 


: therefore demanded that his vete be received. He 


veted for Jons BELL. After which, 

Messrs. STRATTON, Aycricc, MAxwELL and 
Hatstep successively demanded that their votes be 
read as Representatives from the State of New Jer- 
sey, and said that they voted for Jonn BELL. 

The tel'ers then reported to the Caan tre result 
of the voie to be—235 votes given, and 118 neces- 
sary toa choice—of these 

FIRST BALLOT. 

For Jonn W. Jonxs.—Mess's. J. Allen, H.J. 

Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black- 


He thought the House would be relieved | 


taving been taken, and before the | 


| GQ. Davis, Dawson, 


: Hcffman, Hust, 


A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown, 
W. Q. Bater, Bynum, Carr, 
Clifford, Co'es, Connor, 


well, Boyd, Brewster, 
Burke, S. H. B br 

r ase a j ( 
ee. Oe Boas Davee, Joha Davis,J. W. 
Davis, De sla Montanya, Doan, Doig, Dremgocie, 
Duncan, Earle, Eas man, Ey, Fine, Fletcher, 
Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Hammoud, 
Hand, J. Has'ivgs, Hawkins, Jocha Hill ot North 
Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Heok, Howard, 


: Hubbard, T. B. Jackson, Jameson, J. Johnson, C. 
| Johnson, N. Jones, 


Keim, Kemble, N 

eonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McCiellan, 
TA McKay, Matlery, Marchand, Medil!, 
Miller, Montgemery, S W. Mirris, Newhard, 
Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Fick- 
ens, Frentiss, Ramsey, Reyno'ds, Rhett, Rives, 
Robinson, E. Regers, Samuels, Shaw, Shey ard, A. 
Smith, J. Smith, T. emith, Starkweather, Stein- 
rod, Strong, Swearingen, Sweeny, J. Payl r, F. 
Thomas, P. F. Thomas, Jac~b Thompson, Tuniey, 
Vanderpoel, D D. Wagener, W ait: son. We wr, 
Wick, J. W. Wiliams, H. Williams, and Worth- 
ington—113. 
i For Jonn BeLL.—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, 
S. H, Anderson, Andrews, Barnard, Biddle, Bong, 
Bots, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, W. B. 
Calh: un, W. B. Campbell, W. B. Carter, Chian, 
Chittenden, Clark, J. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, E. Davies, 
Deterry, Dennis, Dillett, Ed- 
Everett, Fil'mere, R. Garland, 
Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goeging, Goode, Gra- 
ham, Granger, Green, Grav: s, Grinnell, Hall, W. 
S. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Jonh Bill «f Virginia, 
James, Jenifer, C. Jchnson, W. 
C. Johnson, Liwrerce, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, 
Mecer, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, ©. Morris, 
Naylor, Ogie, OSborne, Paien, Peck, Pore, Profi’, 
Randall, Rando'ph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridg- 
way, Russe!], Sa'toustall, Sergcact, S morton,S!ade, 
Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett. Trumbull, Under- 
wood, P. J. Wagner, E. D. White, John White, 
T. W. Williams, L. Wiliams, J. L. Williams, ©. 
H. Williams, S. Williams, and Wise—102. 

For W. C. Dawson.—Messrs. Alford, Bell, Col- 
quitt, M. A. Coorer, Habersham, Hopkins, T. B. 
King, Nisbet, W. Thompson, jr. Warren, and 
Black—11 

For D. H. Lewis.—Messts John Campbell, 


wards, Evans, 


For F. W. Picxens.—Messrs. C. Fisher, 
Holmes, Hunt-r, J. Rogers, and Sumpter—5 

For G. W. Horxins.—Mr. J- Garland—l. 

Mr. WISE inquired if the 1eport of the tel’ers in- 
cluded the votes of the five gentlemen who he'd 
commissions from the Governor of New Jerse)? 
He underto d that they wee not, and he there- 
fore rejuired of the Cuar to put the question whe- 


| ther the vet's of these gentlemen shall be counted. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE. I rise to ask of the tellers 


| whether they have counted all the vote»? and, if 


they have, I demand that the vote be annoance1 by 
the CHAIR, 

_Mr. MERCER rese to move for a reconsider2- 
tion of the resolut on of yesterday for goisg into the 
elect on of SPEAKER. 

The CHAIR said the motion was not in order. 

Mr. WISE. I make no motion, but I wish to 
state’ the fact that there are five gentlemen from 
New Jersey he:e who cla'm io vete, and therefore 


, ack the Cuar to state that fact to the House, and 


take its decision upon it. 
The CHAIR then arnounced the result of the 


| vote to the House, stating the numbrr of voles given 


to each person voted for. The Crain then iu- 
formed the House that five gentlemen from the Sta'e 
of New Jersey, wko heli the commissions of the 
Governor of that State, Cemande{ to have their 
votes taken before the result was announced, 

After some iemarks from Mr. WISE, > 

The CHAIR said that there appearing not to be 
a majority of votes g-ven to any one person, the 
House would proceed to vote again. ‘ 

The CLerx commenced calling the roll fer a 
second vote; when 

Mr. MERCER rose and interiupled him, and 
demanded of the Cram to receive b’3 motion, 


[Loud cries of “order, order,” and “go on, go | 


on,” and much confusion throughout the hall.] 


The CHAIR said that the House was votiog for 
a Speaker, and the geatlemaa’s motion was n tin ' 


order while that was going on. 

Mr. MERCER said he rose to a point of order, 
and demand d a decision on it. I appeal, said he, 
from the decision of the CBAR., 


Mr. WISE. Certainly my colleague has a right 


to appeal from the decision of the Cuatr. 
The 
on this appeal while the vote was being taken. 
(Universal laughter.} 
The Crerk was proceeding with the call, 


served that he understcod the grntleman from Vir- | 


ginia as appealing irom the decision of the Cuair. 
Now he weuld not yield the floor till the House 
dec ded that appeal. 

{Loud cries of “order, order.”} 

The CHAIR called the gentleman to order, and 
svid thst he had decided that the appeal could not 
be made while the CLer« was calling the roll. 

Mr. GRAVES sa:d he could not consent that, 
when an appeal was taken frem the decion of the 
Caa, the Cierx should contnue calling the 
roll. 

Mr. MERCER rose, and made a few remarks, 
which, from the noise and confusion, and repeated 
calls to order, it was impessible to hear. 

Mr. WISE said, in erder to illustrate the posi- 
tion of my colleague, I will state that the Cuan 
decides that he cannot put the question on his ap- 
peal while the election isg ia on. Now, from 
that very decision, my cclicagae has a right to 

al. 

The CHAIR said the motion of the gentleman 
cculd be offered when a Speaker was chosen; but 
he could not take an appeal whi'e the House was 
in the act of e’ecting a Speaker. 

Mr. WISE. Then here is a decision that an 
appeal cannot be takes. Is it not competent fur 
my colleague to take an appeal from the decision? 


CHAIR said he could not put the question 5 
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Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Slade, Trumen Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Trip'ett, Trumbull, 
Underwood, P. J. Wagner, E. D. White, John 
White, T. W. Williams, L. Williams, J. L. Wil- 


| liams, C. H. Wi!liams,S. Williams, and Wise—99. 


For W. C. Dawson—Messrs. Alford, Bell, 
Black, Habersham, Hopkins, Hunt, W. C. Joha- 
son, King, Nisbet, W. Thompson, Jr. and War- 
ten—11. 

For D. H. Lewis—Messrs. John Campbell, 


' Mark A. Cooper, Griffin, J. W. Jones, and Co!- 


quitt—s. 
For F. W. Prcrens—Messts. Fisher, Holmes, 


when l Hon'er, J. Rogers, and Sumter—5. 
Mr. GRAVES interrupted him again, and ob- | 


For G. W. Horpx:ns—Mr. J. Garland—1. 

For R M. T. Hunrer—Mr. Og'e—1. 

Mr. MERCER then rose to a question of order. 
The CHAIR said he wou'd now entertain the 


| question of order, it not having been in order to 


i) stand as applying to this case. 


receive it when it was first made, during the call 
of the roll. 

Mr. MERCER stated that his object in doing so’ 
was that he might move a reconsideration of the 


‘| resolution of his col'eague, [Mr. Wisr,] which had 


been negatived on ye-terday by a tie vote. He 
read the rule on- the subject, and stated that a mo- 
tion to reconsider was made by the ru'es, because 
of some err. r in the decision, and in ths case he 
thought p-esumption of error might be ccnsidered 
as manifest, from the fact that the vote was equally 
divided. © Mr. M. concluded by moving to recon- 
sider the vote by which Mr. Wise’s resolution, 
providing for the call of the New Jersey” members, 
had been rejected. 

The CHAIR said he considered the gent'eman's 
motion not to be in order, because, the vote having 
been a tie vote, there was no majority in the case, 
and therulein the case the Cuain did not under- 
It was undoubtedly 


` in the power of the House, if they thought proper 
| to put that construction upon the rule, to reconsider. 
: The rule is, whenever there was a vote taken, a 


The CHAIR. Certainly not, sir. [Loud laugh- © 


ter.} 
The CLERK was then suffered to proceed with | 


the call of the roll; after which, the tellers reported 
the result of the second vote to be— 
SECOND BALLOT 


For Jons W. Jonrs—Messrs. Judson Allen, H. J. . 


Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black- 
well, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown, 


Burke, 8. H. Buter, W. O. Bstier, Bynum, Carr, | 


Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Crary, Cioss, Dana, Davee, J. Davis, J.W. 


Davis, Dela ‘Montanya, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, | 


Dunean, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fietcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, J. 
Hastings, Hawkins, J. Hill of N. C. Hillea, Hol- 
leman, Hook, Howard, Hubbard, T. B. Jackson, 
Jameson, J. Johnson, Cave Johnson, N. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowe!], Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, 


Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, — 


8. W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Pa-- | 
tis, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, i 


Reynolds, Rheu, Rives, Robinson, E. Regers, _ 


Samve's, Shaw, Shepard, A. Smith, J. Smith, 4 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steinred, Strong, | 


Swearingin, Sweeny, Taylor, F. Thomas, P. F. 


Thomas, J. Thompson, Vande poel, D. D. Wage- | 


ner, Waterson, Weller, Wick, J. W. Williams, `| 


H. Williams, Worthington, aud Turney—113. 


For Jonn Betp—Messrs Adams, J. W. Allen, | 


8. H. Anderson, Andrews, Barnard, Biddle, Bond, 
Baits, Briggs, Brockway, Ansen Brown, Calhoun, 


W. B Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittendea, , 


Cark, James Cocper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, E. Davies, G. Davis, 


Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, - 


Everett, Fillmore, R. Garland, Gates, Gentry, Gid- 


; 4 : 
dings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, | 


Green, Grinnell, Hall, W. S. Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry, Jcha Hill of Va. Hoffman, Jame:, Jenifer, 
Charies Jonnscn, Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin, S. 
Mason, Mercer, Mitchell, Monrce, Morgan, C. 
Morris, Naylor, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, 


Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, - 


member who voted in the majority might move to 
reconsider; but in the present case there was no 
majority—there was a tie—an equal vote on both 
sides, and the question was declared to be lost, only 


'| in consequence of the technical rule of the House. 
‘|. There being no majority, ihe Caarrman did not 
feel himself at liberty to consider as in order a mo- 


tion made for reconsideration on either side of the 
quettion. 

Mr. MERCER appea'ed from this decision. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved the previous ques- 
tion on the appeal, which was seconded unanimously 
—the main question ordered, and the decision of 
the Cuair sustained—yeas 147, nays 84. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved that the House 
adjourn; but subsequently withdrew the motion. 

‘Mr. UNDERWOOD renewed the motion, but 
the House refused to adjourn. 

The House then proceeded to a third ballot for 
a Speaker, and the result being announced, it ap- 
peared to be as follow: 

THIRD BALLOT. . 
. For Joun W. Jenes.—Messrs. Jud. Allen, H. J. 
Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black- 
well, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown, 
Burke, W. O. Butier, S. H. Butler, Carr, Carrol, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, J. Davis, J. W. Da- 
vis, De la Montanya, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, 
Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Hammond, 
Hand, J. Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N. C. Hil- 
len, Holleman, Hook, Howard, T. B. Jackson, 
Jameson, Jus. Johnson, Cave Johnson, N. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 


| Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCalloh, McKay, 


Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, 
S.. W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Par- 
ris, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Rives, Robinson, E. Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, A. Smith, J. Smith, Thos. Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steinrod, Strong, Swearingen, Sweeny, 
Taylor, F. Thomas, P. F. Thomas, J. Thompson, 
Turney, Vanderpoel, D. D. Wagener, Watterson, 
Weller, Wick, J. W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
ani Worthington—110. 
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For W. C. Dawsox—Messrs. Adams, Alford, 
J. W. Allen, S. H. Anderson, L. W. Andrews, 
Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Black, Bond, Botts, Briggs, 
Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, Wiliam B: 
Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Cor- 
win, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cashing, 
Garret Davis, Edward Davies, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, R. Gar- 
land, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, 
Hall, W. S. Hastings, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, 
Hopkins, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, 
W. Cost Johnson, Kiog. Lawrence, Lincoln, Mar- 
vin, Mason, Mercer, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, 
C. Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, 
Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, 
Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuait, Ta- 
liaferro, W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Trip- 
lett, Trumbull, Underwood, P. J. Wagner, War- 
ren, E. D. White, John White, T. W. Williams, 
L. Williams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, 
S Williams, and Wise— 103. 

For Dixon H. Lewis.—Messrs. Bynum, M. A. 
Cooper, Hubbard, J. W. Jones, Pickens, and Co!- 

uitt—6. 

For Francis W. Pickens.—Messrs. J. Camp- 
bell, Fisher, Griffia, Holmes, Hunter, J. Rogers, 
and Sumter—7,. 

For Rosert M. T. Honter.—Messrs. J. 
Cooper, Henry, Naylor, Ogle, and Simonton—5. 

For Joun Bett. —Mr. Dawson—1. ‘ 

For Joun Quincy Apams.—Mr...Gates—1. 

For Jouyn C. Cuanx.—Mr. James Garland—1. 


The House then proceeded toa fourth ballot, - 
and the resu't being announced, appeared as fol- 
lows: : : 
FOURTH BALLOT. 

For Jous W. Jones.—Messrs. J. Allen, H. J. 
Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black- 
well, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, Burke, W. O. 
Butler, Carr, Carrol, Casey, Clifford, Coles, Con- 
nor, Craig, Dana, Davee, J. W. Davis, De la 
Montanya, Dean, Doig, Dr mgoole, Duncan, Ear', 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fietcher, Floyd, Galbraith, 
Geriy, Hammond, Hand, J. Has‘ings, Hawkins, 
H ll of N. C. Hillen, Holleman, Heok, Howard, 
F. B. Jackson, Jameson, Jos. Johnson, Cave John- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemb'e, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClel'an, 
McCul'oh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller Montgomery, Newhard, Parish,*,Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Rives, Robinson, E. Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Sheo- 
pard, A. Smith, J. Smith, T. Smith, Starkweather, 
Steinrod, Strong, Swearingen, Sweeny, Tayler, 
F. Thomas, P. F. Thomas, Tamey, Vanderp`el, 
D. D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, J. W. 
Williams, H. Williams, and Worthington—101. 

Fox Wa. C. Dawson.—Messrs. Adams, Alford, 
Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Black, Bond, Botts, Briggs, 
Brockway, A. Brown, Calhoun, Carter, Chisn, 
Chittenden, Colquitt, Crabb, Cranston, Cushing, 
G. Davis, Deberry, Dennis, Ditett, J. Edwarts, 
Evans, Everett, R. Garland, Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Green, Grinvell, Habersham, Hall, 
Hastings, Hoffman, Hunt, Jenifer, Charles Johr- 
ston, King, Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvia, Mason, 
Mercer, Monrce, Morgan, C. Mcrris, Naylor, 
Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Raudall, 
Randolph, Rayner, Reed, Rasse’l, Sa'stonstlall, 
Sergeant, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, St rrs, 
Stuart, Tal'aferro, W. Thomson, jun. Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tsip'ett, Trumbull, P. J. Wagner, War- 
ren, White, T. W. Williams, and L. Williams 

7 , 


— 17. s 

For R. M. T. Hoxter.—Messrs. J. W. Allen, 
S.H. Anderson, L. W. Andrews, W, B. Camp- 
bell, Clark, J. Cooper, Corwin, rockett, Curt's, 
E. Davies, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Graves, 
Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hopkins, James, Mitch- 
ell, Ozle, Pickens, Profit, Rarden, Ridgway, 
Simonton, Underwood, J. White, J. L. Williams, 
and Wise—29. 

For D. H. Lewis —Messrs. A. G. Brown, By- 
num, Chapman, M. A. .Cooper, Crary, Cress, 
Fornance, Griffin, Hubbard, J. W. Jones, S. WwW. 
Morris, Ramsey, J. Thompson, and 8. Williams 
—14. 
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For F. W. Pickens.—Messrs. 
Campbell, Fisher, Holmes, Hunter, 
gon, J. Reger , and Sumter—8. , 

For Joun BerL-—Messrs. Dawson aad Fi- 
m re—2. 

For J. Q. Apams.—Mr. Gates—1. 

For H. A. Wise.—Mr. C. H. Williams—1. 

For Wappy Tnomprson.—Mr. J. Garland—1. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved that the House ad- 
jown: lost without a division. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON then stated that it 
was Mr. Dawson’s wish that he should not again 
be voted for. 

The House then proceeded to a fifth ballo’; and 
the vote be ng announced, it appeared as follows: 
FIFTH BALLOT. 

For Joun W. Jones.—Messrs. J. Allen, H: J. 
Anderson, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Brewster, A. V. Brown, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Clif 
ford, Coles, Coanor, Davee, J . Davis, Doan, Doig, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Ely, Fine, J. F.etcher, 
Floyd, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, J. Hastings, 
Hawkins, Hil of N. C., Hil en, Holleman, T.R. 
Jack-on, Jameson, J. Johnson, C. Johnson, Na- 
thaniel Jones, Kemble, l. eadbetter, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McKay, Mal'ory, Marchand, Meill, 
Miler, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, Samuel:, Shepard, A. Smith, Starkwea- 
ther, Steintod, Strong, Swearingen, Sweevy, Tay- 
Jor, F. Thomas, P. F. Thomas, Turney, Vander- 

'| D. D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, and 

. Williams—7]. 

For R. M. T. Honrest —Messrs. Adams, J. W. 
Allen,S H. Anderson, L. W. And ews, Biddle, 
Bord, Botts, A. Brown, W. B. Campbell, Carter, 
Clark, J. Co per, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Cushing, E. Davies, G. Dav s, Deberry, 
Dennis, Edwards, R. Garland, Gentry, G ddings, 
Goggio, Goode, Graham, G:aves, Green, Henry, 
Hil .of Va, Hophins, James, Jenifer, W. C. 
Johnson, Mason, Mercer, Mitchel!, Morroe, C. 
Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Pickens, Pope, Profit, Ran- 
dolph. Ratiden, Rayner, Reed, hidgway, Siton- 
stall, Sergeant, Simonton, Sade, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Storrs, Taliaferio, W. Thomps n, Til'ing- 
hast, Toland, Trumtul:, Underwood, J. White, T. 
W. Williams, J. L. Williams, and Wise—68. 

For Dixon H. Lewis—Mecs’s Atherton, Black, 
A. G. Brown, Burke, S. H. Butler, Wm. 0. But- 
ler, Bynum, Chapman, Colquitt. M. A. Cooper, 
Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, J. W. Davis, De la 
Montanya, Eastman, For: ance, Galbraith, Griffin, 
Hook, Howard, Hubbard, J. W. Jones, Keim, 
King, Leet, Leonard, McCwloh, M:ntgome y, 
8. W. Morris, Nisbet, Parris, Paynter, Petrik n, 
Ramsay, Rhett, Rives, Robnson, E. Rogeis, 
Shaw, J. Smih, Thomas Smith, Sumpter, J. 
Thompson, Wick, J. W. Wi'liams, S. Wlliams, 

“and Wo:thington—49. 

For Jonn Brett—Mecsrs. Barnard, Briggs, 
Brockway, Chinn, Dawson, Fillmore, Granger, 
Grinnel', Habersham, Hall, Hollemsn, Hunt, 
Chas. Johnston, Lawrence, Lincoln, Morgan, Peck, 
Ruse, P. J. Wagner, Warren, E. D. White, and 
L. Wilhams—22. 

For W. C. Dawson—Messrs. Alford, Bell, 
Crabb, and Dillett—4. 

For L. Lixcoun—Messrs. Cathoun, Evans, 
Everett, and W. S. Hastings—4. 

For F. W. Picuens—Messrs. J. Campbe'l, 
Fisher, Ho!mes, Hunter, Lewis and J. Rozers—6. 

hr F. Grancer—Mes:rs. Chiitenden and Mar- 
vin—2. 

For G. W. Hoprins—Mr. J. Garland—1. 

For J.Q. Apams—Mr. S. M. Gates—1. 

j O EO Evans—Me srs. Osbern and Ran- 
all—2. : 

For J. C. Crarnx—Mr. Palen—1. 

For Z. Casey—Mr. Stuart—1. 

For T. Cornwin—Messrs, Trip’ett and C. H. 


Williams—2 
SIXTH BALLOT. 

For Jonn W. Jones.—Messrs. Banks, Black- 
well, Casey, Coles, Connor, J. Davis, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Fine, J. Hastings, Hawkins, Hillen, 
Holleman, T. B. Jackson, J. Johnson, Cave John- 
son, N. Jones. Kemble, Leadbet er, Lowel], Lucas, 
McClellan, McKay, Medill, Miller, Parish, Pren- 
tiss, Proffit, Samuels, Starkweather, Steiarod, 
Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, F. Thomas, P. F, 


S. H. Butler, J. 
W.C. Jiha- 
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Thomas, Turney, Watterson, and H. Williams | 
—39. ' 

For D. H. Lewis.--Messrs. J. Allen, H. J. An- | 
derson, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Boyd, | 
Brewster, A. V. Brawn, À. G. Brown, Barke, S. 
H. Batler, W. O. Batler, Bynum, J. Campbell, | 
Carroll, Chapman, Clifford, Colquitt, M. A. i 
Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, J. W. - 
Davis, De la Montanya, Doan, Doig, Earl, East- 
man; Ely, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, 
Griffia, Hammond, Hand, Hook, Howard, Hut- 
bard, Jameson, J. W. Jones, Ke m, King, Leon- | 
ard, Leet, MeCalloh, Mallory, Marchand, Mont- 
gomery, S. W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parmen- 
ter, Parris, Paynter, Ramsey, Rhett, Rives, Robin- |: 
son, E. Rogers, J. Rogers, Shaw, Shepard, A. | 
Smith, J. Smith, Thomas Smith, Strong, Sumter, 
J. Thompson, Vanderpoel, D. D. Wagener, Wel- 
ler, Wick, J. W. Wiliams, Sher.od Williams, 
and Worthington—79. 

For R. M. T. Honter.—Messrs. Adams, Al- 
ford, J. W. Allen, S. H. Anderson, Andrews, Bid- | 
die, Bond, Botts, A. Brown, W. B. Campbell, Car- `| 
ter, Chinn, Clark, J. Cooper, Corwin, Cranston, 
' Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, E. Davies, Deberry, 
Dennis, J. Edwards, R. Garland, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, Habersham, 
Henry, Hi!l of Virginia, James, Jenifer, W. C. || 
Johnson, Mason, Mercer, Mitchell, Monroe, Naş- |: 
| lor, Ogle, Pope, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Ser- ` 
geant, Simonton, Truman Smith, Storrs, Talia- : 
ferro, Tillinghast, W. Thompson, Toland, Trip- | 


lett, Trumbull, Underwood, Warren, E. D. White, © 
J. White, T. W. Williams, J. L. Williams, and 
Wise— 63. 

For Levi Lincotn.—Messrs. Barnard, Evans, 
Everett, Gates, Granger, Hall, W. S. Hastings; 
Lawrence, Randall, Saltonstall, and Slade —1 1. 

For Wituiam C., Dawson.—M°. Bell—1. 

For Joun Breti.—Messrs. Briggs, Brockway, 
Calhoun, G. Davis, Dawson, Fillmore, Green, 
Grinnell, Hoffman, Hunt, Charles Johnston, Lin- 
coln, Marvin, Morgan, Osborae, Palen, Peck, 
Russell, Stanly, P. J. Wagner, and L. Williams— 
21. i 

For Zavox Casey.—Messrs. Carr, Reynolds, 
and Siuart—3. 
< For Francis Grancer —Mr. Chittenden—1. | 

For Francis W. Pickens.—M:s-rs. Fishery: 
Hill of North Carolina, Holmes, and Lewis—4. ` - 

For G. W. Horxins —Mr. James Garland—I. `: 

For Linn Banxs.—Mr. Hopkins—1. 

For Tuomas Corwin.—Mr. C. Morris—1. 

For Davin Perrikin.—Mr. C. H. Williams—1. | 

For G. C. Dromeootr.—Mr. Petiuikia—1. 

For R. B. Ruert.—Mr. Randolph—1. 

Mr. C. H WILLIAMS moved that the House | 
adjourn. Lost-y eas 87, nays 113. i 

Recapitulation of ballotings for Speaker of the | 
Tfouse of Representatives of the Twenty-sixth Con- | 
gress: 


i 
i 
1 
i 


| 

lst. 2d. 3d. 4th. Sth. 6th, | 

Jons W. Jones, 113 113 110 101 71 39 | 

Joun BELL, 102 99 1 2 22 2l; 

Wm. C. Dawson, 11 li 103 77 4 1j 

F. W. PICKENS, 5 5 7 8 6 4) 
Dixon H. Lewis, 3 5 6 14 49 79 
‘R. M. T. HUNTER, 5 29 68 63 
Levi LINCOLN, 4 11 
Scattering, 1 1 2 3 10 10 


Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved that further -i 
balloting be postponed until Monday next, which 
was agr. ed to—ayes 87, nees 85. i: 

The House then adjourned at nine o'clock. ' 


IN SENATE, K 
Monpar, December 16, 1839. 
A message was received from the Pres dent of ` 


= ‘TheCHAIR, in compliance with the duty de- ' 
volved upcn him by a resolution of the Senate © 
on Saturday, anneuncei the followirg s'asding 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


Mr. Bocuanan, Chairman. 
Mr. Cray of Ky. Mr. Roane, 
Brown, ALLEN, 


| 


|. Mr. Davis, 


| Mr. Sours. RD 


! Mr. Davis, 


-the United States. ae 


committees of the Senate: 1 
i order was on proceeding toa se 


ON FINANCE. 
Mr. Waicat, Chairman, 
Mr. WEBSTER, Mr. Benton, 
NICHOLAS, HuBBARD. 
ON COMMERCE. 
Mr. Kine, Chairman. 
Mr. RuGGLes, 
Mocron. 
ON MANUFACTURES. 
Mr. Lumpkin, Cha rman. 
Mr. PRESTON, Mr. BUCHANAN, 
Mr. Kwieur, ALLEN. 
ON AGRICULTURE. 
Mr, Mouron, Chairman. 
Mr. SPENCE, Mr. Brown, 
"Linn, Smitu of Conn. 
ON MILITARY AFFAIRS. 
Mr. Benton, Chairman. 
Mr. PRESTON, Mr. Pierce, 
WALL, NICHOLAS. 
ON THE MILITIA. 
Mr. Cray of Alabama, Chairman. 
Mr. Smitu of Indiana, Mr. Fuiton, 
PHELPS, Tappan. 
ON NAVAL AFFAIRS. 
Mr. Wiuciams, Chairman. 
Mr. STRANGE, 
Tappan. 
ON PUBLIC LANDS, 
Mr. Wavker, Chairman. 
Mr. FULTON, Mr. Prentiss, 
Cray of Alabama, NoRrvELL. 
ON FRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 
Mr. Linn, Chairman. 
Mr. Mocron, 
Burts. 
ON INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
Mr. Waite ot Tennessee, Chairman. 
Mr. Sevier, Mr. Lin, 
Wae of Indiana, Puetrs. 
ON CLAIMS. 
Mr. Hussard, Chairman. 
Mr. Younes, Mr. Wi tiams, 
MERRICK, BETTS. 
ON REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 
Mr. Smita of Conzecticut, Chairman. 
Mr. Wire ofTenn. Mr. CRITTENDEN, 
Knicurt, RoB:NSON. 
ON THE JUDICIARY. 
Mr. Watt, Chairman. 
Mr. CLAYTON, Mr. CRITTENDEN, 
STRANGE, Smita of Indiana. 
_ON THE POST OFFICE AND POST ROADS. 
Mr. Rosinson, Coairman. 
Mr. LUMPK:'N, Mr. Fourton, 
Knicar, HENDERSON. 
ON ROADS AND CANALS. 
Mr. Young, Chairman. 
Mr. Puecrs, Mr. Spence, 
HENDERSON, Sorry of Indiana. 
ON PENSIONS. 
Mr. Pierce, Chairman, | 
Mr. PRENTISS, Mr. Roane, 
Waite, Brerts. 
ON THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. Merricn, Chairman. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN, Mr. Soursary, 
LUMPKIN, CLAYTON. 
ON PATENTS AND THE PATENT OFFICE. 
Mr. Srrancr, Chairman. 
Mr. Roztrson, 
SPENCE. 


NorvELL, 


CUTBBERT, 


Mr. SEVIER, 
CLAYTON, 


FPENTISS, 


. ON THE CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE SENATE. 


Mr. KnicarT, Mr. Futton, 
Mr. Lumrxin. 
ON ENGROSSED BILLS. 
Mr. Smitu of Indiana, Mr. HENDERSON, 
Mr. Preps. 
The Senate then went into Executive business 
and afierwards 7 i 
Adjourned. F 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTAT BS, 
Monpay, December 14 1989. 
The CHAIR announced that theffirdt business in 
th ballot for 


Speaker. F 
Mr. DROMGOOLE said, before the House prc- 
ceeded toa vote,he desired to make an announce- 


ment to the body. He was requested by his | 
friend and colleague (Mr. Jones] io state to the 

House that he desired that his name might be | 
withdrawn from the canvass. \ 

T'he House then proceeded to vote for Speaker, | 
and ihe iesiilts tere as follows: i 

s SEVENTH! BALLOT. i 

For Jonn BeLL.—Messrs. Adams; 9: H. Ander- ` 
son, L. W. Andrews, Biddle, Bond, Botts, Briggs, . 
Brockway, H. Brown, Calhoun, W. B. Camp- 
bell, Carter, China, Cranston, Crockett, E. Davies, 
@ Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, D.llet, Ed- `) 
wards, Evans, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, i 
Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Hall, ` 
Ww. S. Hastings, Hill of Virgisia, Hoffman, || 
James, Chas. Johnston, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, | 
Mitchell, Monroe, C. Morris, Osborne, Palen, | 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Ridgway, Salton- |! 
siall, Sergeant, Slade, Truman Smith, Storrs, Stu- | 
art, T linghast, Toland, Triolett, Tromball E. 
D. White, L. Wiliams, C: H. Williams, and S. 
Williams—64. a 

F.n W. C. Dawson.—Mcssrs. A'ford, Ball, 
Crabb, Habersham, and Warren—5. 

Fnr D. H. Lewis.—Messrs. J. Alien, H. J. 
Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, 
Boyd, B:ewster, A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown, 
Burke, S. H. Butler, W O. Butler, Bynum, Car- 
rli, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Co'quitt, M. A. 
Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, J 
Davis, J: W. Davis, De la Montanya, Doan, 
Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Fletcher, Fioyd, Fernance, Galbraith, Gerry, 
G iffia, Hammocd, Hand, J. Hastings, Hawkins, 
Hall of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, 
Holmes, Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jame- 
son, J. Jchason, N. Jores, J. W. Jones, Keim, | 
Kemb'e, King, Le:dbet'er, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, 
Lucs, McClellan, McCu:l ch, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, MeJill, Miller, Montgomery, S. W. 
Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, Parmeuter, Par- 
ris, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rhett, - 
Rives, Ro‘inson, E Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, She- | 
pard, A. Bmith, J. Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- | 
weather, Steinrod, Strong, Sumter, J3wearingen, | 
Sweenry, Taylor, J. Thompson, Vanderpoel, D. | 
D: Wagener, Watterson, Wel'er, Wick, J. W. | 
Willams, ard H. Wiliiams—110. 

For R. M: T. Howrer.—Messrs. J. W. Allen, 
£. Cooper, Corwin, Cartis, Cushing, R. Garland, | 
Heary, Hopkins, Naylor, Ogle, Rayner, Reed, 
Simonton, Stanly, Taliaferro, W. Thompson, Un- 
derwood, J. White, T. W. Williams, J.L. Wil- 
liams, Wise, and Mercer—22. F 

Fun F. Granorr.—Messrs. Barnard, Chitten- 
d:n, C'ark, Everett, Fillmore, Gate:, Hunt, Law- 


i ffn, Hammond, Hand, 
| Hil of North Carolina, 


| Weller, Wick, J. 


1e-e*, Morgan, Pesk, Russell, and P. J. Wag- 
ner—12. i i | 

For J. W. Jones.—Messrs. Blackwell and Ca- | 
rey—2. 


Fer. F. Tsomas.—Mersrs. Carr, Connor, Cave 
Johnson, and Tarney-—4. i 
For Z Casey.—Messrs. Dromgoole, Profit, and 
Reynolds—3. 
For G. W. Horxins.—Mr. J. Garland—1. 
For Joun Seaczant.—Mr. Jeoifer—l1. 
Fon G. Evans.—Mr. W. C. Johnson—l. 
Fir J. R. Unperwoop.—Mr. Pope—1. 
Fer G. C. Droncooie:—F. Thomas—I.. 
For Cave Jounson.—P. F. Thonas—l. 
For H. W. Connon —Mr. Wortbi gion —1. 
EIGHTH BALLOT. ! 
For Jous BeLL.—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, | 
.£. H. Ande:son, Andrews, Barnard, B ddle, Bond, i 
Boits, B:iggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, | 
W.. B. Campbell, Carer, Chua, Chittenden, | 
Clarke, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Cashiig, G. Davis, Dawson, Debe:ry, Dennis, 
Diliewt, Everett, Fillmore, Gen ry, Goggin, Goode, 
Granger, Greene, Grionell, Hall, W. S. Hastings, | 
Heary, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hant, Janes, | 
Jenifer, Ch. Johnston, W. C. Johnson, Lawrence, | 
"Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, Mercer, Mitchell, Mon- | 
ree, Morgan, Cal. Morris, Osborne, Palen, Peck, 
Pope, Randa:l, Randolph, Reed, Russell, Saltoa- 
stall, Sergeant, Slade, Truman Smith, Storrs, Ti- 
-linghast. Toland, Trip ett, Tran:ball, Underwood, 
P, J. Wagner, E. D, White, Jno. White, Tuo. 
- W. Williams, Lew. Williams, C. H. William’, 
and Sher. Williams—80, 


| Dancan, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


For D.H. Lewis.—Messrs. Jud. Alten, H. J. 
Anderson, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Boyd, 
B ews'er, A. V. Brown, A.G. Brown, Burke, S. 
H. Butler, W. O Batler, Bynum, Carroll, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Coles, Co'quitt, M. A. Cooper, 
Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, ‘fh. Davee, Jno. Da- 
vis, J. W. Davis, De la Montanya, Doan, Dcig, 
Duncan, Earle, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Grif- 
Jno. Hastings, Hawkins, 
Hillen, Holleman, 


| Holmes, Hoot, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, | 
! Jameson, Jos. Johnson, Nath. Jones, J. W. Jones, : 
King, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, | 
McClelland, McCulloch, McKay, || 


Keim, Kemb'e, 
Lowel!, Lucas, 
‘Mallory, Merchand, Medill, Miiler, Montgomery, 
S. W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, Par- 
menter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Pren- 
tiss, Ramsey, Rhett, Rives, Robiason, E. Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Alb. Smith, Jno. Smith, 
Tho. Smith, Starkweather, Steinrod, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Jac. Themp- 
son, Vanderpcel, D. D. Wagner, W atterston, 
W. Williams, Hen. Williams, 
Banks, and Jas. Rogers—1!3. 

Alford, Bell, 


Worthington, 
For W. C. Dawson.—Messrs. 
Kgens, Habersham, and Warren—5. 

For Cave Jonsson —Mr. Blackvell—1. 

For F. Tuomas.—Messrs. Carr, Casey, Connor, 
Cave Johnson, Reynolds, P. F. Thomas, and 
Turney—7. 

For R. M. T. Hontre.—Messrs. Jas. Cooper, 
E. Davies, Edwards, Rice Garland, Graves, Nay- 
lor, Ogle, Rayner, Ridgway, Simonton, Stanly, 
Taliaferro, W. Thompson, Jos. L. Williams, 
Wise, and @:ddings—16. 


For Zapox CasEy.—Messrs. Dromgoole, Hop- 


4 kins, P.offit, Rariden, and Stuart— 5. 


For G W. Horxins.—Mr. Jas. Garland—1, 
For J. Q. Apams —Mr. Gates—I. 

For Lewis Witttams.—Mr. Graham—1l. 
For Mr. Dromcoo.e.—Mr. F. Thomas—l1. 
For Fr. W. Picxens.—Mr. Lewis—!. 


NINTH BALLOT. 

For R. M. T. Hunter.—Messrs. Adams, J. Ww. 
Allen, S. H. Anderson, Biddle, Bond, Botts, Brock- 
way, A. Brown, W. B. Campbell, Carter, Clarke, 
J. Cooper, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, E. Davies, 
G. Davis, Dennis, Edwards, R. Garland, Gentry, 
Giddings, G: ggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, Green, 
Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hopkins, Jenif-r, Mason, 
Me cer, Mitchell, Monroe, i 
Ogle, Pope, Rando!ph, Rayner, 
Saltonsta!!, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Stanly, Stor-s, 
Tiumbu'l, E. D. White, J. White, T. W. Wil- 
liams, L. Wiliams, J. L. Wi liams, Wis-, and 
Cushing —59. 

Fir Wm. C. Dawson.—Messrs. Alfo d, Bell, 
Evans, Habersham, Waren, and Crabb—6. 

For Dixon H. Lewis.—Messrs. J. Aien, H. 
J. Anderson, Atherton, Beatty, Beiire, Black, 
Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown, 
Burke, S. H. But'er, W. Butler, Bynum, Car- 
roll, Chapman, Clifo-d, Coles, Co'quitt, M. A 
Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cros, Dana, Davee, J. 
Davis, J. W. Davis, De la Mo tanya, Doan, Dvig, 
f Earl, Eastman, Elv, Fine, Fisher, 
F.etcher, Flo,d, Fo nance, Galb aith, Gerry, 
Griffin, Hand, J. Hasting:, Hawkins, Hili of 
North Caro ina, Hil'en, Holeman, Ho'mes, H: ok, 
Howa-d, Hubbard, Jackson; Jame: on, J. Johnsen, 
N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, King, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Lesnard, Lowell, Lucas, Mce- 
Clelian, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Med Il, Miler, Mcntg mery, S. W. Morris, New- 
hard, Ni-bet, Parish, Parme. te, Parris, Payat r, 
\Petrikin, Pickers, Pienti s, Rams-y,Rhe t,E. R gers, 
J. Roge s, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, A. Sm th, J. 
Smith, Thos. Smi h, Starkweather, Suoag, Sam- 
ter, Swearingea, 
Vatde p el, D. D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, 
Wick, J. W. Williams, H. Wiliams, S. Wiliams, 
Worthington, and Hamm ni—1 i0. 

For Joan CamrBeLL.=—M6s re. And ews and 
Unce wool—2. 

For Fraxcis Thomas —Messrs. Banks, Black- 
well, Casey, Chinn, Ccnnor, Dromgoole, Cave 


Reed, Ridgway, 
Truman Smith, 


Strong, | i 


C. Morris, Naylor, | 


Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, | 


Sweeney, Ta; lor, J. Thompsog, | 


| 5s 
Jchason, Robinson, &teintod, Philip F. Thoms, 
and Turoey—11. 

For Jons Bett —Messrs. Barnard, Briggs, 
Calhoun, Chittenden, Dawson, Deberry, Dillet, 
Evereit, Fillmore, Granger, Gr noell, Hall, Wm. 
Hastings, Hofman, Hunt, Jamé:, Chas. Johnston, 
Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin, Mo gan, Osborne, 
e SA a Ru:sse'l, Slade, S:uart, 

il-inghas', Tolan rp'ett, P. J. Wagner, a 
C. H. Williams—33. a cel aa 

For Z. Casry.—Messrs. Carr, Crockett, Profit, 
Rariden, and Reynolds—5. 

For Grornar W. Horxins.—Mr. J. Gariand—lI. 

For Jonn Quincy Apams.—Mr. Gates—1L. 

For Francis W. Picxens.—Mr. Hunter—I. 

Por Epwarp Curtis.—Mr. W. C. Johnscrn—lI. 

For G. C. Dromcoote.—Mr. F. Thomas—1. 

TENTH BALLOT. 

F.n R. M. TaHonter.—Messre. Adame, Alford, 
J. W. Allen, S. W. Anderson, Andrews, Bell, Bid- 
dle, Bond, Botts, Brockway, Auson Brown, W.B. 
Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Clark, Colquett, James 
Cooper, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Cushing, E. Davies, G@ Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dennis, Diilet, Edwards, Rice Garland, Gentry, 
Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, 
Greene, Grinnell, Habersham, Henry, Hill of Va. 
Hopkins, James, Jenifer, W. C. Johnson, Mason, 
Mercer, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Cal. Morris, 
Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Pickens, Pope, Randal, 
Randolph, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Saltonstall, 
Sergean', Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Stuart, Taliaferro, W. Thompson, el baa 
To'and, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, P. J. 
Wagner, Warren, E. D. White, John White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, J. L. 
Williams, C. H. Williams, Sherrod Willams, and 
Wise—85. ` i 

FurJ. W.Jones.—Messrs.J. Allen Beirne, Graig, 
Cross, De la Montanya, Holloman, Kemble, 


: McClellan, Miller, Prentiss, Swearingen, P. F. 


Thomas, Vanderpoel, and Worthington—14. 


For D. H. Lewis.—Messts. H. J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Black, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, 
A. G. Brown, Burke, S. H. Butler, W. O. Butler, 
Bynum, Carroll, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, M. A. 
Cooper, Crary, Dana, T. Davee, John Davis, Doan, 
Doig, Duncan, Earle, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Fletcher, Fioyd, Galbraith, Griffin, Hand, J. Hast- 
ings, Hawkias, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, 
Holmes, Hook, Jackson, Jameson, N. Jones, 
J. W. Jones, Keim, King, Leadbeuer, Lowell, 
Lucas, McKay, Maliory, Marchand, Medill, S. W. 
Moriis, Newhard, Nisbet, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Rhett, E. Rogers, James 
Rogeis, Samue?=, Shaw, Shepard, A. Smith, John 
Smith, Strong, Sumpter, Taylor, J. Thomson, J. 
W. Williams, and H. Williams—73. 

For F. Tuomas —Messrs. Banks, B'ackwell, 
Casey, Cunnor, Dromgoocie, J. Jobnson, Cave 
Johnson, Rives, Steinrod, and Turney—10. 

For Jonn Brit—Messrs. Barnard, Briggs, 
Hall, W. 8. Hastings, Hoffman, Hunt, Ch. Joba- 
ston, Marvin, Peck,Russel!,Fillmore, and Ca! hoan 


—12. 

For G. M. Keim.—Messrs. Beatty, Fornanee, 
Gerry, Hammond, Hubbard, Leet, Lewis, McCaul- 
loch, Montgomery, Ramsey, Robinson, and D. D. 
Wagener—12. 

Fir Z. Casey.—Mersrs. Carr, J. W. Davie, 
Howard, Profit, Rariden, T. Smith, Wick and 
Reynolds—8. 

For F. Granoer.—Messts. 
Lincoin—2. 

Fir W. C. Dawson.—Messts. Crabb, Everett, 
and Storrs-—3. 

For Lev Lincorn——Messrs. Evans, and Gras- 

er—2 : 

j For G. W. H pxins.— Mr. James Garland—t 
For J. Q. Apsms.—Mr. Gates—!. 
Fer F. W. Picxess.—Messts. Hunter, Leon- 

ard, Parish, Starkweather, and Watterston—5. 

For Tuomas Corwin.—Mr. Lawrenc:— I. 

Fin Wm. MepLL.—Messrs. Geo. Sweeny, 
and Weller—2. 

For G. C. Dromoorie.—Mr. F. Thomas—1. 

Mr. HUBBARD, after the announcement of the 
tenth vote for Speaker, , tated that Mr. Lews de- 
sired that his name should be withdrawn. 


Chittenden and 


EVENTH BALLOT. 

For R. M E Hunter Messrs. Adams, Alford, 
J. W. Allen, L. W. Andrews, Bell, Biddle, Black, 
Bond, Botts, Brockway, A.Brown, S.H. Butler, Cal- 
houn, J. Campbell, W.B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, 
Clarz, Colquitt, J. Cooper, M. A. Cocper, Corwin, 


Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, E. Davies, G. - 


Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Diilet, Etwards, 
Fillmore, Fisher, R. Garland, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, 
Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hali, W. S. Hast- 
ings, Henry, Hill of Va. Hoffman, Holmes, Hop- 
kins, Hunt, James, Chas. Johnston, W. C. John- 
‘son, King, Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, 
Mercer, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, C. Morris, 
Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Peck, Pickens, Pope, 
‘Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Slade, Tr. Smith, Stan'y, Storrs, Sumpter, Stuart, 
‘Ta iaferro, W. Thomps:n, Tillinghast, To'and, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwcad, P. J. Wagner, 
‘Warren, E. D. White, J. White, T. W. Williams, 
L. Wiliams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, 
8. Williams, Wise, Jenifer, Everett, Chittenden, 
Evans, Gates, Barnard, Briggs, Palen, Crabb, and 
S. H. Anderson—119, 


For J. W. Jones—Messrs. J. Al'en, Atherton, | 


Beirne, Blackwell, A. V. Brown, W. O. Butler, 
Carroll, Clifford, Connor, Doan, Dromzoole, 
Earl, Ely, Fine, Hand, J. Hastings, Hawkins, 
Hill of N. C. Bi len, Bolleman, Howard, J. John- 
son, N. Jones, Ke.m, Kembal!, Leonard, Lowe:), 
Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Miller, Parish, Par- 
menter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Rives, J. Rogers, Shaw, 
Shepard, J. Smith, Thos. Smith, Steinrod, Strong, 
Swear.ngen, Sweeny, Taylor, F. ‘Thomas, P. F. 
Thomas, Turney, Vanderpoe!l, Weller, J. W. 
Williams, H. Williams, Worthington, and Banks 
For Mr. Davee—Messrs. H. J. Anderson, 
Fletcher, and Parris—3. 
© For F. Tuomas—Messrs. Casey, J. W. Jones, 
and Mallory —3. 

For Mr. Keim—Messrs. Beatty, Bynum, J. Da- 
vis, Duncan, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Ham- 
mond, Hook, Hubbard, Leadbetter, Leet, Lewis, 

‘McCulloch, Marchand, Montgomery, 8. W. Mor- 
tis, Newhadr, Paynter, Ramsey, Robinson, E. Ro- 
gers, Samuels, and D. D. Wagener—24. 

For Mr. Caser—Messrs. Boyd, Brewster, Carr, 
Craig, Dana, De la Montanya, Doig, Cave John- 
son, Reynolds, ant Wick—10. 

For Mr. Picxens—A. G. Brown, Chapman, 
‘Coles, Cross, Medill, Rhett, Starkweather, J. 
Thompson, and Watterson—9. 

For Mr. Atserton—Messrs. Burke, Eastman, 
Floyd, and Jackson—4, > 

For Mr. SrarxweaTuerR—Mr. Crary—lI. 

For Mr. Currorp—Mr Davee—l. 

For Mr. Howarno—J. W. Davis—1. 

For Mr. Lewis—A. Smith—1. 

For Mr. Boyp—Mr. Jameson—1. 


Recapitulation of votes given for Speaker of the House 


of Representatives, 26th Congress, first session. 
7th. 8h. Oth. 10th. Lith. 
Whole number 229 232 231 232 232 
Necessary toa choice 115 117 116 117 117 
Dixon H. Lewis 110 113 310 73 1 
R. M. T. HUNTER 22 16 59 85 119 
Jcun BELL 6 80 33 12 
Francis GRANGER 12 2 
Zanox CASEY 3 5 5 8 10 
+ Francis Tuomas 4 7 u 10 3 
Wittum C. Dawson 5 5 6 3 
Jons W. Jones 2. l4 55 
Gerorce M. Krim 12 4 
- Francis W. Pickens 1 l 5 9 
Scattering 7 5 6 7 ll 


Mr. R. M. T. HUNTER, having received a 
majority of the whole number of votes om the 
eleventh vote, was declared duly eletted. 

Mr. BANKS and Mr. LAWRENCE cor- 
ducted the SPEAKER to the chair, when, 

On motiun of Mr. WISE, 

The House adjourned. 


; IN SENATE, 
Toxspay, December 17, 1839. 


The CHAIR desired that the Committee on 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Public Buildings, which he had omitted yesterday, 
should be placed on the journal, to consist of Mr. 
Fouron, Chairman, Mr. MERRICK, and Mr. Smita 
of Connecticut, 
i Mr. WRIGHT gave notice that as soon aè the 
i| Senate was ready to proceed to legislative business, 
he would ask leave to introduce the following bill-: 
A bill more effectually to secure the public 


money in the hands of officers and agents of the | 


Government, and to punish public defaulters. 

A bill for the relief of W. N. Robertson. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel H. Garrow and 
S. W. Simonton. 


: Murphy. 


A bill for the relief of W. A. Whitehead, late : 


collector of the port of Key West, in Florida. 
Mr. LINN gave notice that he would, on the 
earliest opportunity, ask leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing bills: : 
A bill authorizing a patent to be issued to Joseph 
Campan, for acertain iract of land in the State of 
, Michigan. 

A bill for the relizf of t 
Lusser. 

A bill for the relief of Pierce Balin. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of William Conway. 

A bili for the relicf of Daniel Marsaque. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
| Elihu FI. Bay. . 
‘| A bill for the relief of Juan Belgar. 

A bill for the re'ief of Francis Laventure, 

Ebenezer Childs, and Linas Thompson. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Cochran. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Phil. Barbour, deceased. . 

A bill for the. relief of Charles Morgan of Lou- 
isiana. 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan. 

A bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Grainger. 


he heirs of Madam de 


H 


' the right of pre- 


the State of Michigan, the right of pre-emption to 
a quarter section St land, and for uther purposes. 

A bill to amend an act confirming certain land 
claims in the State of Michigan. l 

A bill granting to certain persons therein named 
emption to a fraction of a section 
of land in Ottoway, in the State of Michigan. 

Mr. SEVIER gave notice that he wou'd ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Wiliam 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama gave notice that he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 


of William Jones. i 
On motion of Mr. BENTON, l : 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 


' Executive business, and, soon after, 


i 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, December 17, 1839. 
At 120’clcck, Mr. R. M.T. HUNTER, Speaker 
of the House, called the House to order, aud ad- 


| dressed them as follows: 


GENTLEMEN OF THE Horse or REPRESENTATIVES: 
The high and undeserved honor which you have 
conferred upon me, has been:o unexpected, that 


! even now I can szarzely find te:ms in which to ex- 


press my grateful sense of you kindness. I trust, 
however, to be able to offer a better evidence of 
that sen iment in the earnest efforts which I shall 


' make to discharge my duues justly aod impartial'y. 


Calied as I have been to this high station, not s> 


| much from any merits of my own as from the itde- 


A bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher and heirs | 


and legal representatives of Bartholomew Butcher, 
Michael Butcher, and Peter B'oom. 

A bill for the relief of Obed P. Lacey. 

A bill to continue in force the act for the final 
adjustment uf private land claims in Missouri. 

A bill to transfer to the citizens of the parish of 
Concordia, in the State of Louisiana, the interest 
of the United States to a certain tract of land. 

_ A bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to the 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Ricard, 
deceased. 

A bill confirming certain land claims in Mis- 
souri, 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Ouachita land district in the State of Louisiana. 

A bill to confirm land claims in the district be- 
tween the Rio Hondo and Saline rivers. 


the State of Arkansas. 
A bill to amend an act confirming certain Jand 
claims in the State of Michigan. 


pendence of my position, I shall feel it as especially 
due from me to you to preside as the Speaker, not 
of a party, but of the House. Whilst I shail deem 
it my duty, upon all proper occasions, to sustain 


| the principles upon which I stand pedged betire 


the country, I shall hold myself bound, at the same 
time, to afford every facility within my power to 
the full and fair expression of the wishes and sen- 


~ timents of every section of ths great Confederacy. 


You will doubtless deem it ycur duty, gentlemen, 
as the grand inquest of the nation, to investigate 
all matters of which the peop'e onght to be inform- 
ed; to retrench expenditures which are unnecessary 
-or unconstitutional; to maintain the just relations 
between all of the great interests of the country, 


; and to preserve inviolate the Constitution, wbich 


you will be sworn to support, whilst it will be 
mine to aid you in such labors with a!l of the 
means within my power. And al-hough deeply im- 
pressed with a painful sen-e of my inexperience, 
and of the difficulties of a new and untried station, I 


'' am yet chee:ed by the hope that you will sustain 


: me in my effurts to preserve the order of business 


and the decorum of debate. I am aware that party 


i k i i: fervor is occasicnally impatient of the réstraint 
A bill to settle the title to certain tracts of land in . Pe 


which it is the duty of the’ Chair to impose upon 


': the asperties of debate, but at the same time I 
4 


A bill supplementary to an act entitled “An act - 


to amend an act for the appointment of commis- 


sioners to adjust the claims to reservations of land |: 


under the 14th article of the treaty of 1830, with 
the Choctaw Iadians.” 


know that the just of all parties will sustain a 
Speaker who is honestly endeavoring to preserve 
the dignity of the House, and the harmony of its 
member?. 

Permit me, in conclusion, gentlemen, to tender 


| you the h’ mage ef my heartfelt thanks for the ho- 


A bill for creating a new land district in the State - 


of Missouri, and for changing the boundaries of ` by wisdom as to redound to your own reputation 
g y 


Ka southwestern ard western land district in said 
tate. 


A bill to confirm the title to a certain tract of ` 


land in the county of Mobile. 


Greensburg land district, State of Louisiana. 
Mr. WALKER gave notice that he would ask 


i : "solution: 
A bill to confirm certain land claims in the | utio 


nor which yon have conferred upon me, and to ex- 
pre`s the hope that your counsels may be so guided 


and the welfare of our common country. 
The jcurnal of yesterday was then read, when 
Mr. DROMGOOLE submitted the following re- 


Resolved; That the standing rules and orders of 


:: the last House of Representatives be adopted as 


leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Alvarez ` 
Fisk and the legal representatives of Thomas P. - 


Eskridge. 

Mr. PRENTISS gave notice that h 
leave to intrcduce the following bills: 
« A bill for the relief of Lemuel White. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Wallas. 

_A bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes. 
_A bill to authorize the payment of invalid pen- 
sions in certain cases, 3 

Mr. NORVELL gave notice that he would ask 
leave to introduce the following bills: 

-Å bill granting to the county of. Kalamazoo, in 


e would. ask 


_they proceed to business. 


the rales and order of proceedings of this House. 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Nor:h Carolina moved to 
lay this resolution on the table until the members 
were first sworn. 
Mr. W. COST JOHNSON referred to the law 


| Of 1789, to show that this resolution was inadmis- 


sible at the present time, that. law declaring that 
the members shall take the cath of office before 
e He therefore made a 
point of order, as to whether this resolution could 
be entertained at the present time. - 

Mr. DROMGOOLE stated that he had moved 
this resolution with a view of avoiding all difficulty 


` in case any question should arise in the eourse of 


administering the oath to the members. With re- 
gard to the law of 1789, he would ask where was 
its obligation when we were two weeks acting as 
members of the House of Representatives, and 
adopting rules for our government without having 
the oath first administered? He thought it was due 


to the House, and dae to the Speaker, that rules | 


of order should be adopted at the earliest possible 
period, in order that the business of the House 
might be conducted according to rules of order, 
usual in all deliberative bodies. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON would yie'd to the re- 
quest ef the gent‘eman from Virginia, if he could 
ecnsc'entiously; but he held that the law in this 
case was imperative. 

The SPEAKER suggested that the better way of 
deciding upon this question would be cn the mo- 
tion io lay on the tab'e. 

Mr. W.C. JOHNSON then withdrew his ques- 
tion of order. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a call of the 
House. Lost. 

Mr. GRAVES then called for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to lay on the table, which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 116, nays 116, as fol- 
lows: i 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Juhn W. Allen, Simeon H. 
Andereon, Andrews, Ba nard, Bell, Biddle, Black, Bond, Botts, 
Briggs, Brockway, Anson Hrown, Calhoan, John Campbell, 
William B. Campbell, Carter, Chapman, Chinn, Chittenden, 
Clark, Colquitt, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, 
Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies, 
Garret Davis, Dawan, Deberry, Dennis, Dillet, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, 
Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, William $. Hast- 
ings, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hopkins, 
Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, William Cost John- 
son, King, Lawrence, Liacoin, Marvin, Mason, Mercer, Mitch- 
‘ell, Monroe, Morean, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, 
Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Proftit, Randall, Randolph, Rari- 
den, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, 
Bimonion, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, ' ‘o'and, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Edward D. 
White, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Sherrod Wil- 
liams, and Wise—-116. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Andersen, Atherton, 
Banka, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron Vv. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Budler, William 
O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Clifford, Cotes, Con- 
ner, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Joba W. 
Davis De la Montanya, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Earl, Bastman, Ely, Fme, Fisher, Fletcher, Fioyd, Fornance, 
Galbraith, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, 
Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, 
Cave Johuson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Leadbeuer, Leet, , Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Mont 
y pmen, Samuel W. Morris, Newhatd, Parish, Parmenter, 

arris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsay, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Bhe- 
paa Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
teinrod, Strong, Sumter, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis Thomas, 
Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompacn, Turney, Vander: l, 
David D. Wagener, Watteraton, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, Henry Williams, and Worthingion—116. 3 

Tae SPEAKER voting in the affirmative, the 
resolution was laid on the table. ~ >. 

Mr. CRAIG then submitted the following reso- 
lution: an : 

_ Resolved, That every member of the House of 
Representatives of the Uniied States onght, upon 
taking his seat therein, to produce at the CLERK’s 
table, or to deposite in. the CLera’s office, the cre- 


dentials by virtue of which he claims his seat; | 


and in all cases of contested elections, no member 
ought to be permitted to vote until the House, 
upen a report from the standing Committee of Etec- 
tions, or by a. vote of the majority of the members 
present, having a quorum of the House, shall have 
decided which of the claimants is entitled to the 
contested seat. a 
_ Mr. WISE said that there was the same objec- 
tion to this resoluti n as to the other, and moved 
that it be laid on the table; which motion was 
agreed to. a f 

The oath was then administered to the members 
from the seve-al States, except New Jersey, Mr. 
Ranvo.ru not presenting himself when New Jer- 
sey was called. . f : 

After the members from all the States except 
New Jersey were sworn, | ie 

Mr. RANPOLPH, together with the five mem- 
bers claiming seats under the Gaveracr’s certifi- 
cate, presented themselves at the C erk’s table, and 
demanded to be swu:n, but the Speaxzr refused to 
swear any of them except Mr, RANDOLPH. 


from Virginia [Mr. Wise] that he did not feel 


-pefer:ed matters to the House. In the present case, 
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The SPEAKER then stated that J. B. Aycrica, 
C. C. Stratton, J. P. B. MaxwELL, W. HALSTED, 
and T. J. Yorxe, had appeared while he was ad- 
ministering the oath of office to the members, and 
demanded to be swern. Had this question oc- 
curred this moralas de novo, aytl no proceeting of 
the House havingjbeen hat upon it, he should not 
have hesitated in 4'ministering the oath to these | 
gentlemen; but inqsmuch as proceedings had teen | 
had heretofore in the House and a decision made, 

iN AN deat adopted, he felt it 
to be his duty to tefuse fto adminis er the oath 
to them, and to refer matter to the Huuse, to 
say whether they shop'dgbe'sworn. 7 

Mr. WISE would \giquire wheiher any member 
had objected to the sweaiing of these gentlemen. 

Mr. D&OMGOOLE said he understood the 
Cuar to state the difficulty, and then submit the 
metter to the House to decide whether the oath 
should be administered to these gentlemen. 

Mr. WISE again asked whether any member 
qbjected to the swearing of these gentlemen, and 
if no objection was made, he presumed there would 
be no question but for the Spuaxer to swear them 
at once. 

The SPEAKER then stated to the gentleman 


himself authorized to dothis, from the fact that a re- | 
solution submitted by the gentleman himself had 
been negatived, and the vote upon it stood recordad 
on the journals of the House. By that resolution 
the House decided that these gentlemen were not 
entitled to take seats, and in consequence of that re- 
solution, he thought it became him to submit this 
grave question tothe decision of the House. 

Mr. WISE expressed his. approbat-on of the 
course of the CHa; but he submitt.d whether a 
resolution adopted by the Repre entat ves of the 
people, or a part of them, while in an unorganized 
state, cou'd have any bindi-g effect upon this body 
at the present time. He the:efore woul move, in 
order to test thisquesti»n, that these gentlemen be 
not sworn, if it was in order to make that motion. 
A sovereign State had been deprived of its repre- 
sentation.simpiy by the form of put ing the que:- 
tion, and he made the motion in this form in urder 
that gentlemen m ght not deprive a State of her 
rights by the t:ickery of forms. 

The SPEAKER requested that the g:ntleman 
‘should submit-his propos‘tion-in wri:ing. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said if he understoo1 the 
ques ion, the Speaker had submitted a question to 
the Houe for its-decision, to wit: “Shall these 
five gectlemen be permitted to quality?” This was’ 
au affirmative proposition, end must come up in 
that form, whatever effort his colleagae m ght 
make to the contra‘y. The couise taken by the 
Cuar. was tot without precedent. Cases hid oc- 
curret in the Senate of the United States, as well 
as in this House, where the presi ‘ing < fficer had 


the Spearer had referred the matter to the House, 
and the House was in possession cf the motion; 
and he demanded a decision upon that prepesition. | 

Mr. MERCER contended that the present was 
a proper time to decide this questi 'n, and hoped 
the gzntleman from Virginia wou!d submit his pro- 
position to the House. 


writ'nz, in substance as’ before stated. Mr. W. 
said his colleague would not forget, so soon after 
we had eseaped fron cur chrysalis state and pet 
on our wings, the charges of usarpat oa which had 
been made against the gentleman who occupied 
the Chair for temporary organization, because. he 
presumed to put propositions to the Fouse in his 
own form. The Cram, as he had understood 
him, had not put the question directly to. the 
House, but had sugg sted that it would be a ques- 
tion for the decision of the House. 


Mr. WISE thea submitted his resolution in |, 


The CHAIR observed that he had, in the first |: 


instance, stated that the question, Shall the gentle- 
men from New Jersey be sworn, was a proper 
question for the House to decide upon; but gentie- | 
men must not understand him as submitting that 
question to the House, but merely indicating the 
course which the House must pursue, unless s=me 


member submitted a proposition; and as the gen- 


57 


tleman from Virginia had submitted such a pro- 
position, the Carr would entertain the motion. 

Mr. WISE said he had, then, not misunderstood 
the Carr, and in order to relieve the Cuair from 
submitting this question to the House, he had sub- 
mitted his resolution; and unless gentlemen desired 
to speak on the subject, he would move the pre- 
vious question. He, however, withdrew it at the 
request of some gentlemen around him. 

Mr FRANCIS THOMAS suggested the pro- 
priety of postponing the further consideration of 
this question, until the House should adopt rules 
of order. A-resolution to adopt the rules of the 
last House for the government of this body, had 
been laid on the table by the casting vote of the 
Speaker; but the House was not then full, and 
itseemed to him, that as this question had been 
brought up, the House ought to have some rules 
for its guidance. He would put it to gentlemen 
to say, whether this question should not be post- 
poned until rules were adopted for the government 
of the body. 

Mr. WISE would have no objection to pursue 
the course indicated by the gentleman from Mary- 
land, if it was not that difficulties might arise by 
the adoption of those rules before the members of 
‘the House were all sworn. Tke question may 
arise as to whether we shall vole viva voce or by 
ballot, or other questions might arise, allot which 
should be left untouched until all the members of 
the House weresworn. And with regard to rules 
for our government, he submitted whether the 
rules of common sense were not al sufficient, 
until the question with regard to. the New Jersey 
members, was decided. 3 

Mr. TILLINGHAST contended that there were 
natura! rules of orderand natural precedents which 
it was impossible for the Efouse to overlook; and 
these natural rules cf order, he maintained, were 


: allsufficient for the government of the body until 


i this question was decided. 


He also referred to the 


: case of Claiborne and Gholson at the extra session 


of 1837, to exhibita precedent in that case appli- 
cable to the present case. Mr. T. then gave way to 

Mr. WISE, who asked that the credentials pre- 
sented by Messrs. Aycriac, MaxwE t, &c. be read; 
and the CLerx read them to the House. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the reading of the cre- 
dentials on the other side. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman had 
ony called for the reading of the documents on one 
side. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST continued his remarks, 
and contended that the resolution of Mr. Wise 
should be the first thing acted on. 


Mr. SERGEANT heartily. approved of the 


| course adopied by the Cuara, in referring the sub- 


ject to the House for its consideratior; but as to the 
mode in which itis to be presented, he dit not un- 
derstand the Cuatr to decide, but that he left it en- 
tirely to the House. The gen leman from Virginia 
[Mr. Wise] wae right, under these circumstances, 
in offering a resolution which he considered to be 
in strict conformity to the spirit and: provisions ef 
the Constitution of the United States. The very 
first question which presents itse!f here is no less 
than this: If gentlemen present themselves here with 
regular credentials, offering to be sworn, are they to 
-be excluded by less than a majority of the House? 
Did it not, ia other words, require a majority to 
bring them in, or did it not require a majority to 
exclude them? Those who maintain that it re- 
quires a majority to bring them io, maintain what 
appeared to him to bz unconstitutional doctrine, 
because it seemed that, to entitle a gentleman to be 
sworn, he must have something more than rezular 
credentials of his State; that i+, he must have the 
aid of a majority of this House. He considered 
the decision that was made by this House some 
days ago, to be of a very doubtful character, to 
say the least of it; nay, he coa‘d not say that deci- 
sion was conformable to the Constitution, either in 
its terms or its spirit. Now, sir, (said Mr. 8) is 
this the law of the land? If there be a choice in 
the two modes of putting the question, 1s it not 
plainly within the spirit of the Constitution to 


give it that form and that direction which 
shall give to the voice of a sovereign 
State the greatest power? OF thall we 
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(said he) regard that voice as nothing, 
and insist upon it that those gentlemen cannot be 
introduced unless a majority of this House declared 
them entitled to come in. Let us see, said Mr. 8. 
what we are called upon to decide, and what we 
are to decide. This was not yet a House of Re- 
presentatives of the United States, he meant in its 
perfect and organized form; and for that reason 

he held the House of Representatives, in all its 
stages of existence, to mean a representation from 

all the States of the Union, in proportion to that | 
allowed by the laws. The first provision of the ; 
Constitution relating to this subject is, that in | 


every stage of the existencc of the House, every | 
State shall be represented—that no State shall 
Stand unrepresented. If a State has nota suffi» | 
cient population to entitle her to one Representa- 
tive, according to the apportionment laws, yet she 
must, according to the Constitution, have one. 


Mr. S. here referred to the third clause of the 
second section of the first article of the Constitu- | 


tion in supportof his argument, as follows: “The |! 


“number of representatives shall not exceed one for | 
every thirty thousand, but each State shall have at 
least one representative; and until such enumera- 


tion shall be made, the State of New Hamsphire l 


‘shall be entitled to choose three; Massachusetts, 
eight; Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 
one; Connecticut, five; New York, six; New Jer- 
sey, four; Pennsylvania, eight; Delaware, one; 
Maryland, six; Virginia, ten; North Carolina, five; 
South Carolina, five; and Georgia, three.” 

Now, (said Mr. S.) what do you purpose to do? 
Why, to constitute a Congress without a represen- 
tation from the State of New Jersey, by members 
from the other States of this Union voting against 
them. Tne Constitution says that every State 
shall have a Representative here, and yet you have 
deprived a sovereign State of five-sixths of her re- 
presentation. Under the Constitution and laws, as 
they now are, the State is not otherwise known 
than as an organic body, and we have no right, in 
the present stage of our proceedings, to look at the 
State of New Jersey but as an organic body—as 
an independent power coming here, demanding to 
take her share in the legislation of Congress. Has 
New Jersey failed to do her duty under the Consti- 
tution? It is admitted that she has done i'; that she 
is here by her Representatives, who have been 
here from the beginning, elaiming to be ad- | 
mitted. Sie has five-sixths of her Repre- 

sentatives here, who have been excluded. Can | 


“You constitute a Congress without then? The 
Siate having elected her Representatives, when 
they have been sent here, and offered to participate 
in the business of the nation, your excluding them 
affects all the States. of the Union, New Jersey as 
well as the rest. Where is your authority for this? 
Mr. S. here went on to comment on the commis- 
sions precented by the five New Jersey claimants, 
and contended that they were regular, and such as 
bore on their face nothing to raise a doubt. No 
such question, he said, was ever raised in regard to 
Mr. Moore’s credentials, and the Mississippi mem- 
bers. From the commissions themselves, no gen- 
tleman could find in them a single particular in 
which they were not in precise conformity with the 
laws of New Jersey. You could not have more 
canclusive evidence presented from New Jersey, or | 
from any State, to show that these gentlemen were , 
elected. | 
Mr. 8. here went into a long argument of the 
ecnstitutional question involved, and in answer to 
the doctrine of Mr. Pickens, urzing in contradic- 
tion to him, that the House of Representatives 
known to the Constitution, was a House in which 
atl tee Siates were fully represented; and contended 
that a representative holding the certificate | 
“was a member of Congress before he arrived 
here, and before he was quilified, as well as after 
-h2 was qualified. Mr. S. continued his argument 
a! g eat jengt) in support of the gentlemen hold- 
irg the cert ficates to take their seats, without exa- 
mining the testimony or going to any exteat behind 
the ceri ficates. 
: Mr. DROMGOOLE replied at length to ‘he ar- 
gimen: of Mr. Sercranr, presentirg, in forcible 
and eloquent language, a conclusive and able refuta- 
tion of the positions presented by that gentleman, 
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a brief outline of which our limits will on'y permit 
us now to give. He had never, at any preliminary 
stage of the proceedings, he said, gone into the me- 
tits ot this controversy, because He believed the 
discussion would be premature, and would have no 
other effect than to prejudge and forestall the opi- 
nions of the House and of the public, before the evi- 
dence was before them His opinion had been, from 
the first, that they ought to go ifto an exam nation 
of this question by a committee, who should report 
the facts and evidence to the House, and that then 


both parties should be permitted to come in, | 


and present their own case, ‘ere tenus,” 
at the bar. But ‘gentlemen on the other 
sile wanted to jump over all inquiry, reject 
all evidence, and; restricting themselves to the com- 
missions of the Governor of Néw Jersey, decide 
that those who held them should take their seats. 


They were called upon to decide that these commis- | 


sions were conclusive as to the right of the gentle- 


men to take their seats, and could not by any evi- | r ) ‘ 
dence be controverted. Gentlemen had also urged > thority for the assumption that the House of Re 


the imperfect state of the organization of the | 


House, as a reas why it conid not go into an 
examinaticn of all the evidence bearing on the 


case ‘but gentlemen could rot now avail them- `; 


selves of that difficulty. We are, said Mr. D. 
organized; we have a Speaker, we have taken the 
oath of office, and there is nothing to prevent us 
from entering itito an examination of all the evi- 
dence, and of deciding it upon its merits. Though 
- fully convinced that this power existed, yet he be- 
lieved that it would be premature to exercise it un- 
til after a full examination into a!l the facts and 
evidence by a committee and a report upon it. 
Some of the propositions of the gentleman from 


` Pennsylvania (Mr. Seragant) were so abhorrent | 


to the principles of the Constitution, that he felt 
constrained to meet them at the threshold, though 
he would not now go into an examination of the 
merits of the main question. He understood the 
gentleman to say that he could only look at the 
State of New Jersey acting in its corporate, or or- 
ganic capacily. Now he utterly denied that in this 
instance the doctrines of the gentleman were in ac- 


- cordance with the Constitution; and he would call 


upon him to look at that instrument itself, and see 
what authority it gave him for his assumptions. 
Before going into an examination of this part of the 
gentleman’s argument, he would premise a few re- 
marks, in order that they might arrive at a better 
understanding of the subject. It was known to the 
Speaker, who, from his infancy, had been taught in 
the political school of the S:ate Rights party, that the 
term “State” is used in three different senses; and 
he would refer gentlemen toMr Madison’s celebrated 
repor: on the resolutions +f John Taylor of Caro- 
line in the Virginia Leg s'ature, as authority for 
this understanding of the erm. The term “ate” 
sometimes meant the territory comprehended with- 
in its limi s—as, said Mr. D. we may speak of go- 
ing into Maryland or isto Virginia. It sometimes 
meant the machine:y by whch the State Govern- 
ment was carried on; and again, it sometimes 
meant the whole people of the State, and ihen the 
term State was applie! to it asa sovereign State 
al ne. The term State, therefure, was sometimes 
applied to the ter i ory; sometimes to the Govers- 
ment, and sometimes t» the people, in their highest 
attribute of sovereignty. The Sta e G vernments, 
as such, Mr. D. sad, are not parties to the Fede 
ral compart The States of New J ersey, Virginia, 
and the rest, in their h-ghest sovereign c pacity, that 
is, the people of these States a'one, are .he parties, 
Do not tell me, then, said Mr. D. that we are o 

posed to State righ's, when we coztend that the 
michinery of a State shall not misrepresent the 
wili of the sovereisn people cf the State. With 
this d stinc ion, he wou d call the at enticn of the 
gentiem :n from Pennsylvania tə the language of 
the Constitution on this subject. “The House of 
Representatives shall be composed of members 
chosen every sec nd year”—By whom, sir? By 
the S:ates? No, sir: but “ by the people of the 
several States.” Thon as to the Senate. The 
Constitution says that “the Senate of the United 
States shall be compcsed of two Senators from 
each State, chosen by the Legislatu:es thereof,” 
&c. And here, said Mr. D. is the distinction 


s between the two bodies, and this is, what 
Tire always contended it is, the popular bedy 
=-this is the part of the Federal Government which 
obtains a poptilar feature. He saw his venesabls 
collesgue [a!lutiag to Mr. Mrrcer] smi e, for he 
fully concurred in these great d.ctrines of the State 

i arty. 
a Doki at the returns of the New Jersey 
electioiis, éven if we shotild go behind the great 
seal, we shall be gnilty neither of a violation of 
the Constitution, nor of the rights of the State of 
New Jersey; but, on the contrary, in contesdiug 
for the rights of the people to elect their Repre- 


: sentatives, we are carrying out the Federal com- 


: pact in the fullest extent. 
i Tajl of New Jetsey have clected as their Repre- 


We icquire who the 


sentatives, and, in só doing, we rézard that Staté 
in her highest sovereign capacity. He should 
like to know from his learned friend from Penn- 


: sylvania, or from any member of that budy, 


learned or unlearned, where it is he finds any au- 


` presenttativés cou!d not go behind the commis-ions 


of the Governor of New Jersey, with the greå: 


i seal of the State, in decidi’ g upon the elections, 


returns and qualifications of its members. He 
denied that there was any authority for it, either 


ia the Constitution or laws, or in precedents 
© foutid in pafliamentafy practice. He contended 


that the woud “returns,” carried with it evefy 


| question connected with the returns; and that they 


had as much right to inquire into the returns of the 
votes of Millville and South Amboy, which were 
suppressed by the clerks, as into the commissions 
of the Governor of New Jersey. If gentlemen 
doubted this, he would cite for them abundant au- 
thority. Mr. D. here referred to the case of Spal 
ding and Mead, a contested case of election returns 
decided some years ago in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. In this case, under the Jaws of the 


: State of Georgia, the votes were requircd to be 
' returned within a limited time; but the votes of three 


,, counties rot having been returned withia that 

: time, the Governor felt himself constrained not 
' to count them, and to give the commission to 
; Mead. The seat was contested, and it was decided 


here that the House was not restricted by the pro- 
clamation of the Governor, as is now contended, 
but that the “returns” comprehended all the votes 
given in that Congressional distrite, whether count- 
ed by the Governoror not. There were two points 
decided in that case, the primary returns and the 
ultimate returns; and therefore, the laws of New ` 


| Jersey requiring the returns to be made by the 


county clerks to the Governor, who is to sum them 
all up, and to give the commissions in conformity 
with ‘hem, the House must inquire into all the 
facts of these elections, going back to the primary 
returns, to actin confcrmity with this precedent, 
The House decided against Mr. Spalding, and that 
the votes which were kept back, whether they were 
the result of fraud or otherwise, were stil! to be 
counted. Mr. D. would not here enter into any ex- 
amination of the conduct of Governor Penning- 
ton. He would not pretend to say that Go- 
vernor Pennington had done wrong. He woul! 
be willing to admit, and he would ground his 
argument on the position that the Governor 
could not have acted otherwise than he did— 
that he was obliged to give his commissions, with- 
out countirg the Millville and South Amboy 
votes; buthe would ask, could this House refuse 
to count them? There were at least forty cases in 
which it was decided that all the returns should b2 
looked into, and upon the ground that this House 
was not violating the laws of the States, but carry- 
ing them out. It was perfectly competent for the 
House, looking into the returns, to examine ther 
all—to compare them together, and decije whether 
these certi"icates of the Governor, with the broad 
teal, might not be impezc ed either for want of 
form or want of verity; and, if they were n tin 
accordance with the laws of New Jersey, and 
not in accordance with the facts as regards 
Summing up all the votes taken at the elec- 
tion, they were void, and m ght be set aside. He 
wouid be glad to know where geate nen 
found the authority for the assumption thal these 
commissions of the Governor of New Jecsey 
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were conclus've as to the right of these persons 
bring ng them to take their seats w ticut fur- 
ther question. Where was the precedent for 
it?) A!l the deciio s were directly at vari- 
ance with it; and in the case of Spa'dne and 
Mead, it was dec‘ded that th: rtu ns were cnly 
prima facie ev dence. But gentenen e nten'el 
that a prima facie evide-ce of » right give a man a 
conclusive right. Jt was not worth whi'e to po 
into a refutation of th's absurdity. Ttmust b> ad- 
mited thatthe right to take a ceat incthat Howe 
rested on the elections and qnal:fie-tiois of the 
members, and that -he pima focie evidence of these 
two circumstasces was only g-od ce: idence in the 
ab ence of any thing to contradict it. The very 
learned gentle nan fro n Pennsylvania attempted to 
prove that the five New Jersey gentemen were 
now membe's of the House, and had been so fora 
lorg time. Now, he did not understand that there 
was any thing ia the Cuns'iuion or the laws to 
justty him in this position. Did he understand 
the argume :t of the gentleman tu be that, because 
these five New Jersey gentlemen, on their way 
here, might be discharged from arrest under color 
of their rght as members of the House, this 
gave them a right?) Where did the gentleman fiad 
that the decision of a jadge, or even of the chief 
justice himself and all his associa'cs, was authority 
to bind the House of Representatives, acting under 
the power given them by the Constitution? To a 
certain extent, these gentlemen, with the commis- 
sions of the Governor of New Jersey in their 
pec'ets, had the rights ard privileges of members, 
while on their way to the seat of Government; but 
that gave them no right which they did not pos- 
sess. Here Mr. D. quoted the case of Hammond, 
a member from Ohio, decided by the House of Re- 
presentatives, in which the question was raised 
with regard to the time when membership com- 
mencet; and referred to the very able report made 
by Ms. John W. Taylor, of New York, in that 
case. There it was decided that membership, so 


. member from the Strate of Pennsylvania, in which . 


Rights doctrines, it was a species of nullification, 
he ap,rehended, that his Sta‘es Rights friends 
would not go for. The Null fication porty, as he 
understood, (at ‘he same time aprealing to Mr. 


PickEns,) inte: posed the State’s sovereignty to ar- | 
restan u constitutional law; but this nullifying | 


the Const uti n of the United States by a State 
enattment, as the gentleman frem Pearsy:vania 
wou d now have it, was going fwther than any 
Nullifier he ever heard of was dsrosed t+ go. 
Thus much as to the rights of the States. He flat- 
tered hims- 1! that all the State Rights gentlemnea 
were now with him. 

But gentlomen asserted that some persons must 
take their seats as members from the State of New 
Jersey before the House can deeide the matter. “I 
should like” (said Mr. D.) “for gentlemen to show 
me their authority for this. I should like to know 
when it was decided that a member must take his 
seat before it can be decided whether he is entrled 
to it.” Mr. D. here referred to the decision in the 
case of Mr. Edwards of Maryland, to show the 
error of this position; and also, for the same pur- 
pose, referred to the case of Mr. John Richards, a 


case the Governor of that State acted with maeh 


:, more delicacy and moderation than the Governor 


fer as this House was concerned, did not com- — 


mence unti) the gentleman had actually taken his 
seat in it. 


Mr. D. next entered into a refatation of Mr. Seg- | 


GEANT’s position, that there never was any interreg- 
num of the House of Representatives,but that it was 


a perpetual boly. This he denied. One of the first | 


distinctions he had ever learned between -the 
two Houses, was, that the Senate was a 
perpetual body, but that the Hoave ceased 
to exist with the expiration of the term for 
which its members were elected; and that at every 


Congress there was a new House of Repres:nta- 


latives. He no more believed in the unbioken 
succession of the House of Representatives, than 
he did m the unbroken succession of the line of the 
Popes from St. Peter down to this time. 

Mr. D. said he had shown before, that they were 
net to look to the body of the representatives of a 
State as the representation of the S:ate itself, 
bat to look at it, under the Constitniion, 
as the representation of the people of that 


faid Mr. D. there are decisions of this House, 
which, fiading State jaws standing in the way of 
the Constitation, have set them aside; and this is 


i. neither of 
: the controversy to be decided by the House. 


of New Jersey; for he gave the commission to 
the contending parties, bat left 


Now in this New Jersey case the refasal of | 
the Goveraor to give his certificates wou'd not, : 


in 
those gentlemen to whom he did give them; 
for they would still have had the same rights which 
they now possessed, and on which only the House 
was competent to decide. This book, [holding up 
the volume cf contested election cases,} said Mr. 


the teast, have prejudiced the claims of | 


D. is full of cases in which the House has counted `. 
_ the votes, either where the authorities of the States | 


:, refused to count them, or where they were return- 


: ed too late to be counted under the State laws. 


He would not undertake here to define what was 
meant by the phrase “prima facie evidence; but 


- he was grossly deceived if it meant any thing 


more than first blush evidence, and became good 
only in the absence of testimony to contfovert it. 
You cannot, then, said Mr. D. where there is clear, 


strong and impartial tesim ‘ny staring you inthe — 


face, impeaching. this prims fa ie evidence, con- 
clude that you will not give ita hearing, without 
violating every princip'e of justice, as weli as of 
the Constitution of the United States. 

After having shown the power of the H use to 
examice into all the rctarcs«f its m mbes, both 
primary and ultimate, Mr. D. would merely say 


derce more clearly within the view of the members 
of that b dy. This would be in ccnformity with the 
precedent establisted in the case of Movre and 
Letc' e-, where it was solemnly decided that, pend- 
ing the controversy. neith r party should be per- 
mitted to qualify. He believed there was not a 
sing’e exception in cases decided in erher branch 
of Ccngre s, where gentlemen presenting them- 
selves, and whose credentia's wre obj cted t>, in 
which the matter was not referred to a committee, 
who te,orted bef re there was any further action 
upon it. The book was full of such cases, and 
gentlemen, with all their ingenuity, could not find 
a s:ngle case in whch a contrary course was taken. 
He fvur.d cases where t e Governors s f States had 
commissioned members, and where they were nit 
permitted to qua'ify, but were sent with th«ir cre- 
centials to a committee. Where no question with 
regard to the credentials was reised, the mem- 
ber presenting them was always permitted to 
qualify, of course; but whenever the que:tion 
was raised to the validity of their commission, 
they were not suffered to qualify until it was de- 
cided that they were entitled to their seats. Mr. 
D. in this part of bis argument, read the case of 
Mr. Landon, in the Senate of the United States in 
March, 1825, by which it appeared that Mr. L’s 
credentials having been objected to, he was not 
permitted to qualify, but the matter was referred to 
a committee. 

Mr. WISE. What wer: the objections to Mr. 
Landon’s credentials? i 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. Not that they were in- 
formal—not that they were not signed by the Go- 
vernor, accompanied by the broad seal of a so- 
vereign State, but thatthe Governor kad no right 
to give them. In the case of Mr. Landon, there 
was a proposition thathe should be permitted to 
take the oath, and it was rejected, and his creden- 
tials were referred to a committee. There was, 
alse, a long list of precedents to the same purport, 
which he would net take up the time of the House 
by reading, though he wou'd cite one of the 
cases to show that, where the objection was raised 
as to the credentials, the Hovss went into an ex- 
amination of them through the agency of a com- 
mittee. [Mr. D. tere read a case of a member 
fiom the State of Ohio, in which this course was 
taken by the House.}] Ia all cases where no ob- 
jections were raised -t» the credentials, ‘he member 
was pemi ted to qualify; but in every case in 
which obj ctiens had b ea made to them, they 
were no! permitted to take th ir seats till the val- 
dity of thir credentials was d-cid-d en. 

If the doctrines for whica gentlemen co-tend, 


_ that these cer:ifivates, no ma‘ter how obtained, will 


that if the ce-tific.tes of the Sec-etary of State are . 


not evidesce ia this c se, it was twice decided ia 
the House, ia the case of Spa'di g and Mead that 


give a seat in tois Hou e, shou'd prevail, you will 
strike a fatal blow at the fied m of elec- 


i tins and the purity of a sepre entative Go- 


they wers; and fu th r, that this was ‘he first time | 


tnat the certificate and seal of an cffice of .record 
was not considered god evidence with regard to 
the records in that office. He had briefly tuuched 


L on the points invo ved in this cise, fur the purpose 
State. Gentlemen seemed to have great fears about : 
going into conflict with the laws of a State; bat, '' 


hot going into conflict with the laws of that States, . 


bat merely passing them by, because they did not 
conform to the Constitution. 


the State of Maryland, requiring a qualification as 
to residence, which was not required by the Consti- 
tation; thatinstrument requiring only the member 
to Le, when elected, an inhabitant of tne State from 
which he is chosen. But gentlemen woald perceive 


the absurdity to which they would be driven, by con- | 


tending that the enactments of a State are binding on 
the House of Representatives, as to the elections and 
returns of its members. If, as gentlawmen say, these 
certificates and s-als are conclusive 4s to the right 
of those p-esenting them h w ceaid tie House 
judge of such elect oas and returns, a3 it is soiely 
empow-red tu do by t:e Constitution? If this doc- 
triue of the gentleman from Pennsylvania is in ac- 
cordance wih what he conceives to be the States 


Mr. D. quoted the ` 
case of Mr. Barney of Maryland, whose seat was ` 
contested, to show that the House set aside a law of : 


of showing that the Hou e ought not to resolve 
with this inconsiderate, he wou d not say indecent, 
haste, that they would not look into the important 
test mony i.vpeaching thise certificates, but onght 
to make up its d-cision aftera full kno +le'ge 
of all the evidence belorging to thscase. He, 
Mr. D.jwas for going regularly into an examina- 
tion of ths case, and for going into it in 
a tangible form. He was for permitting both 
parties to be heard on their trial. Believing this 
to be the course required as well by expediency as 
by justice, he would not, even if he thought these 


five New Jersey gentlemen had the right to the ij 


returns, vote for the proposition-of his colleague; 
for it would not be right nor justto prejudge the 
case before ascertaining all the facts connected 
with it. He hoped, therefore, that it would be the 
pleasure of the House to have the whole case 
fairly brought b: fore them, aad then, after hearing 
both part es, discuss it calmly and deliberately, and 
decide upon it with a full understanding of its 
merits. Mr. D. said that he was for going into 
an examination of this question through the me- 
dium of a comm ttee, both f: r the sake of conve- 
nience, and for the sake of bi:ngiog all the evi- 


ees eee ican, 


vernment? It is th:s e'ective franchise, Mr. 
D. said, and the telef of the pe pe -hat 
they may, through jt, of aight, carry cut the 
Democratic pr necip e; and do what they cannot 
do but in their prir a sembties, that is the sn est 
safeguard of our libertiss. But, said Mr. D. ifyou 
establish the principle that the credentials given by 
the State authorities, no matter-how fraudalent— 
no matter how much at variance with. the will of 
the people of the State, as expressed in the elec- 
tions, shall outweigh the popular voice, you strike 
a Stab at the existence of the elective tranchise, 
and destroy every principle that makes Democracy 
both lovely and practicable. 

Mr. D. in conclusion, denied that excluding 
the New Jersey members till their credentials were 
inquired into, would be disfranchising that State. 
If her members presented themselves with ereden- 
tials, which there was good reason to doubt the 
validity of, it was her misfortune, and the 
fault of her authorities; but the House was 
nevertheless bound ta exercise the power vested 
in it by the Constitution, and to examine into 
all-the evidence connected with thm. Ifyou 
decide, said Mr. D. that we must, ex neces- 
sitate rei, permit these gentlemen to take their seats 
here, and, through their agency, jaws may be 
passed detrimental to the rest of the Union, and 
then afterwards, upon an investigation, decide tha: 
they- are not entitled to their seats, I ask, said 
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he, how you are to repair the injury thus in- 
licted. He asked if it would net be the part of 
wisdom, as well as uf safety, to let these gentlemen 
wait antil, after a fair, calm, and impartial exami- 
nation, the House could decide upon their claims. 
He indulged the hope that, if the Honse was dis- 

to do justice to New Jersey, as well as to the 


rest of the Union, they would not decide upon this © 
matter with such inconsiderate haste as to over- 


look the important testimony before them. 


Mr. CHAPMAN rose to make a privileged 


motion. He desired to move to reconsider the 


vote by which the resolution for the adoption of | 


Jules of order was laid on the table this morning. 
The CHAIR said the motion could not be made 


unless a moticn was made to postpone th? ques- 


tion before the House. 


Mr. RHETT inqaired of the Cuar whether he ` 
considered the House bound by any general par- : 


lamentary principles, it having refused to adopt 


the rules of the last House of Representatives this | 


morning. 


The SPEAKER said his impression was, that | 


the House was bound by general parliamentary 
principles. 


Mr. RHETT then said, that if the genera) par- | 
liamen‘ary law was obligatory on the House, this | 
proposition of the gentleman from Virginia, in re- | 
gard to the New Jersey members, was clearly out | 
of order; for according to all parliamentary law, | 
you cannot introduce a proposition which has been | 


once rejected. The rule laid down in Jefferson's 
Manual was, when a proposition is once re- 
jected, no quesiion of a similar character can be 
brought betore the House. Now this question, 
with regard to the right of the New Jersey mem- 
bers to take their seats, had been decided by the 
House, not only once, but more than once, for he 
maintained that this body wasas much a House 
when it decided this question, as it was at the pre- 
sent time, or as it ever could be. By the Consti- 


tution of the United States, as well as by the par- | 


liamentary rule, the House was as much a House 
before she election of a Speaker as after it, and he 
presumed no gentleman,would contend that the 
election of a Speaker would make a House. He 
referred to a case in the British Parliament, where 
it was fourteen days without a Speaker, yet no one 
pretended that it was incompetent to pass upon 
qnestions which might be presented to it during that 
ume. Ifgentlemen wouid refer to the proceedings 
of the Pariiament of Great Britain, they would see 
where that body had decided questions again and 
again without a Speaker. A Speaker might be ne- 
essary in conducting the business of the House, 
but the want ofa Speaker took nothing from the 
power of the Hcuse. Sir, what have we done al- 
readp? Did not the House, at the instance of a 
gentleman from Virginia, adopt roles for the go- 
vernment of its preceedings? Well, were we a 
House then, or were we nov? . Did we not perform 
other duties? And were we a House, or were we not, 
when we performed those daties? Will men pre- 
tend to say that we had not the power to perform 
these duties unul you were placed in that chair? 


The Constitution-of the United-Sta‘es Says thateach | 


House shall keep a journal of its proceedings. 
Well, sir, is the journal of the last two weeks, 
which is lying upon your table, the jeurnal of the 
House of Representatives, or is it not? Unques- 
tionably, gentlemen will not deny that it is the journal 
of the House. Again the Constitution says that 
the House shall judge of the qualifications, elec 
tion, and returns of its members. Well, has not 
the House decided on the qualifications and returns 
of the New Jersey members? for unquestionably it 
was a House when it made this decision. The 
Constitution further says that the House shall elect 


a Speaker. Were wea House when you were 
elected, or were we not. He contended 
that the House had the right to decide on 


the qualification and returns of its members before 
the election of a Speaker; and further, that the 
House did right in deciding upon the New Jersey 
case before a Speaker was called to the chair. 
The House had decided the question, and it had 
decided against the right of the New Jersey mem- 
bers taking their seats, and although he had no in- 
stramentality in making that decision, he held that 
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the House, having once made such a decision, it 
was not competent for it to open up the question 
again, and he would sustain that course of pro- 
ceeding which would put an end to the question at 
the earliest possible period. It seemed to him that 
it was due to the country that we should proceed 
now With the public business, which had already 
been too long delayed. There was business of 
greater importance to be performed than discussing 
this question day after day. The President of the 
United States was waiting to send in his Message; 
gentlemen of all parties were looking for it; and 
the whole people of the country are desirous that 
we should proceed at once to the discharge of the 
duties which devolve upon us, their Representatives. 

Mr. BRIGGS referred to the resolution which 
had been submitted by Mr. Ruetr in the first in- 
stance, and to the discussion which was had upcr 
it. While it was under debate, the gentleman from 
South Carolina had been asked, whether he in- 
tended by it to preclade ali examination of the 


New Jersey case, after the election of a Speaker; ; 


and the geatleman had then said it was not his in- 


tention to preclude examination of the question, . 


after the organization, yet he now says that the | 


question has been finally and absolutely settled. 
Mr. RHETT rose to explain. 


What he said © 


how was, that you could not introduce the same | 


proposition now which had been decided before, 
because the resolution now before the House was 
identically the same proposition which had been 
decided before. 

Mr. BRIGGS contended that the House had the 
right to decide upon the question as-it was now 
brought up, and that the former decision of the 
body, in its unorganized state, would not conflict 
with this resolution. He replied to the argument 
of Mr. Dromeco.e, and asserted that there was not 
to be found, within the Jast fifty years, a single 
case, either in the Congress of the United States or 
in the State Legislatures, where a member, regu- 
larly returned according to law, had been refused 
his seat in the first instance. 

Mr. DAVIS of Pennsylvania rose and stated, 


rrr Cy 


that at the last session of the Pennsylvania Legis- | 


lature, two gentlemen from the eighth Senatorial 
district of Penniy!vania, had presented their cre- 
dentials to the Senate of that State, made out in 
pursuance of the laws of the State, yet they were 
not permitted to take their seats, and their oppe- 
nents, who had no credentials at all, had the seats 
given to them. 

Mr. RIVES of Va. also referred to cases in the 
Virginia Legislature, where the persons holding the 
certificates were not permit ed to take their seats. 

Mr. BRIGGS resumed his remarks, re‘erring to 
the book of contested elections, and declaricg that 
the:e was no precedent in the sixty-six cases there 
laid down, where a member having the legal certi- 
ficate was prevented from taking his seat. _ 

My DKOMGOOLE admitted tha: members 
were permitted to take their seats upon the evi- 
dence they piotuce, if no question is ra‘sed as to 
their right to their seats; but he maintained that 
where the que-tion of right was raised, the House 
must decide it before qualificatioa. Ia support of 
this position, he referred to the cases of Edwards, 
Richards, and Moore and Letcher. 

Mr. BARNARD cbtained the floor, and moved 
an adjournment. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, December 18, 1839. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following reso‘ution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to inform the Senate— 

1. Whetherdaties have beea exacted of any vessels 
of the United States employed in the whale fishery, 
for tonnage, or the produce of such fisheries, and 
if so, ander what authority. 

2. What papers were furnished to such vessels 
before they cleared, and were they such as have at 
all times been granted to vessels thus employed. 

3. What amount of duties and charges have 


‘been pid, what amount bonded, and are the bonds 


now in force, and unpaid. 


. uties now exacted of all such vessels as 
iiey Eh and what amount of fees, if any, have 
accrued to officers of the customs from this source, 

t places. f ; 
sare AEE the following Resolute 

Resolved, That itis the opinion of the Senate 
that the title of the United States to the Territory 
of Oregon is indisputable, and never will be aban- 
gees That the President of the United States 
be requested to give notice to the British Govern- 
ment that the conventions of 1818, and 1827, which 
give the right to use and occupy the Oregon Ter- 
ritory, its bays, rivers, harbors, &e. to both par- 
ties indiscriminately, shall cease in twelve months 

er such notification. l 
a That it is both expedient and proper to 
extend such portions of the laws of the United 
States over the Territory of Oregon, as may be ne- 
cessary to secure the lives, liberty, and property 
of our citizens who may reside in said Territory. 

Resolved, That it is expedient to raise an addi- 
tional regiment of infantry, (rifles,) for the pur- 
pose of overawing and keeping in check various 
Indian tribes, or any foreign forces, who may be 
in said Territory, or on its borders; and at the 
same time to give ample protection to our citizens 
engaged in legitimate occupations. 

“Ressleed: That six hundred and forty acres of 
land should be granted to every white male inhabi- 
tant of said Territory of the age of eighteen years, 
who shall cultivate and use the same five consecu - 
tive years, and to his heirs at law in the event of 
his death. 

Mr. PRENTISS gave notice that, at as early a 
day as it would be in order to do so, he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill to provide for the appoint- 
ment of a board of commissioners to hear aud de- 
termine claims against the United States. 

Mr. HUBBARD gave notice that, as soon as it 
would be in order to do so, he would ask leave to 
introduce the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Walter Loomis and Abel 
Gay. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel White. 

A bill for the relief of John Burke. 

. After the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjcurned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, December 18, 1839. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That a message be sent to the Senate to 
inform that body that a quorum of this House is 
assembled, that R. M. T. Hunrenr, ose of the Re- 
presentatives from the State of Virginia, has been 
elected Speaker thereof; and that it is now ready to 
proceed to business, and that the acting Clerk do 
go with said message. - 

Mr. WISE and Mr. WILLIAMS ef North Ca- 
rolina objected to its reception, because the gentle- 
man from New York was entitled to the floor on 
another subject, 

.Mr. JOHNSON said his only object was that the 
House might be enabled to proceed to business at 
the earliest possible period. 

The objections were not withdrawn, and the 
CHAIR decided that the gentleman from New York 
was entitled to the floor on the resolution of the 
gentleman from Virginia. 

The question pending was the resolution submit- 
ted yesterday by Mr. Wise, that Messrs. Ay- 
CRiGG, HALSTED, MAXWELL, ETRATTON, and Yorke, 
are not entitled to be sworn as members of the 
House. Í 

Mr. BARNARD, who way entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Houseft gregt length on the subject 
of the resolution. |The /simple question Was, 
whether the memberg froyi New Jersey, who were 
here in their seats, sou} be sworn, and it was 
thus he understood thg proposition as a simple 
question; and simple ds it was, it involved. many 
and serious and important evnsiderations, affect- 
ing not merely the triumph of par y, but affecting 
the integrity of the Constitution itself, and the laws, 
and in its consequences the very Government un- 
der which we live. When, a few days ago, he 
had the honor to make some remarks on the queg- 


tion then presented, growing out of the contest, he 
offered to the consideration of the gentlemen around 
him two distinct grounds as to what was then prə- 
perly before them. The first was, that, in the con- 
dition of the House as then constituted, no ques- 
tion whatever was presented for its consideration 
upon the elections of the members from New Jer- 
sey. The returns were perfect as returns; they 
were not impeached; they were unquestioned by 


any member apon this floor. The other was that | 


in regard to matter of right. The question of elec- 
tion, as to which were ultimately entideJ, could 
not come up then, because they had no right cr 
power to decide upon it; it belonged to the Com- 
mittee of Elections, after they were qualified as 
members, and the House constitutionally and prc- 
perly organized. 

The only poin 
dertake to decide, wasupon the returns of these 


members as retarns, and as tothe matter of ulti. | 


mate rights, and asto the election in New Jersey, that 
was a matter to be decided by evidence, and that 
could only be done by the House, wben organized 
to decide as a judicial body. The word return 
wasa word of legal and pariiamentary import; 
and he contended when a return was made in the 
legal and cons'itutioaa!l manner, the person having 
the return was entitlrd to his seat, and could not 
properly be prevented from taking it. The return 
was a member’s title to office, and he was as much 
entitled to his seat under it, as any person was 
entitled to office under his commission. 

Mr. B. went into an examination of the law of 
Parliament, and the practice under it in Great 
Britain, and in this country, to show that these 
members were legally entitled to their seats, and 
contended that this Honse could not prevent them 
from takiog their seats, until it decided that their 
opponents was entitled to seats. If the one set 
of members were rejected, most certainly the other 
s:t must be admitted, becans= the State of New Jer- 
zey could not be de prived of her representation. He 
trasted that the House would not now set the pre- 
cedent of excluding members who had the rc- 
gular returns; for if this precedent was once set, it 
might lead to consequences the most fearful. If 
the House once decided that a member having the 
legal return might be deprived of his seat, because 
there were others claiming, a reckless party might 
at any time deprive a large majority of the mem- 


bers of the House from takiog. their seats, by get- | 
ti: g persons to come on heic, ard contest their | 


rights to seats; and he asked what would be the 
state of affairs, if boih parties should resort to this 
kind of proceeding at the same time. There could 
rot bea doubt as to the right of the members hav- 
ing the regular retnro to take their seats, and no 
power had the right to deprive them of this. 

Mr. RAYNER followed Mr, B. And after a brief 
exordium, entered into a history of the question in- 
volved, from the commencement of the session 
until the present time, attributing all the difficul- 
ties which were in the way of en organization of 
the House, to party excitement, and party disci- 
pline. He contended that the gentlemen who came 
here claiming seats as members from New Jersey, 
in opposition to those who were regularly, as be 
contended, comasissioned by the Governor of New 
Jersey, had no more right here than had the fish- 


t which the House could now un- | 


women of Paris, who intruded themselves into the ` 


National Assembly im the time of the French Re- 
volutica. He contended that the party with which 
þe acted were the only supporters of the Constitu- 
ion and laws, as far as this question was concern- 
ed, and that they had been striving from the first to 
organize the House, and proceed to the despatch 
of the public business, while all the delay and dis- 
orde< that had been w tnessed, were the conse- 
q" -ances of the opposition of the other party to 
te admission of the members who were re- 
¿ularly commissioned by the Governor of New 
Jersey. .In arguing on the rights of these 
five New Jersey gentlemen to take their seats, he 
contended that the House had by no means the 
right to go behind their returns; and that these, 
emanating from the authorities of a sovereign State, 
were conclusive and binding on the House, and 
could not be controverted. Mr. R. paid a ‘high 
compliment to the common law of England, which 
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he considered the sacred fountain from which all 
our free institutions Aawed; and, arguing that the 
principles of the common law sanctioned the 
claims of those gentlem*n, he contended that, in 
the absence of any usage in this country to the 
contrary, these gentlemen ought to be permitted to 
take their seats without further question. Mr. R. 
entered into a long argument to show the necessily 
of adhering to the forms and technicalilies of law, 
and replied at length to these gentlemen who at- 
tempted to cast ridicule on those technical forms 
which he deemed so essential. Such a:guments, 
ke thought, might be very useful when it was in- 
tended to delude the ignorant and honest people at 
the hustings, but were unworthy of this enlight- 
ened body, to which they had been addressed. The ' 
confusion and inconvenience of refusing ‘to allow i 
those members to take their seats who came here 
with the regular commissions of the Governor of . 


their State, had been forcibly depicted in the be- || 


ginning by the gentleman from Pennsylaania, [Mr. 
Serceant,] and he considered the course taken by 
the majority of this House, to be an attempt to 
establish a precedent, which, if followed up. would, 
in afer times, place a majority of th's House in 
the power of a lean minority. Suppose, hereafter, 
he said, that parties shoald be so equally balanced 
in this House, that it required but asmal! addition 
to one side to overpower the other. In that case, 
one of the parties, following ap the precedent now 
attempted to be established, might contest seats 
enough to give them. the majority. There were 
men, however, in this cow try, who’ would never 
submit to such a daring usurpation of their rights, 
but would expend their life's blood in maintaining 
them, Establish this precedent, Mr. R. said, 
and the time will come when a member 
coming to take his seat he'e, must march 
up to the table with his credentials in cne 
hand, and his degger in the other. He spoke 
not this in a spirit of bravado, but was merely 
supposing the necessity to which a man might be 
driven, who knows his ‘rights and dares maintain 
them. Gentlemen said that the fraud involved in 
these returns was ‘so manifest, that it was abso- i 
lately necessary tu go behind them. But, he said, | 
if there was fraud you cannot remedy it, for you | 
are nota tribunal competent to try it. The jury 
was not empannelled; the evidence was not before | 
it, and the case was not ready for trial. Mr. R. | 
further contended that if there was a fraud prac- 
tised on the people of New Jersey, i: wasa fraud : 
which the House was not now empowered to try. | 
But he would ask gentlemen how they arrived at 
the conclusion that there was a fraud practised? 
Did they arrive at that conclusion from the evi- 
dence of scurtilous newspapers? He thought that 
those gentlemen who had thus prejudged the case 
should be estopped from hereafter sitting on the trial 
of it; and that justice, as well as delicacy, should 
prevent them from trying a cause which they had 
already decided. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL observed that the deb:te, 
fir th: lasteday or twn, had been so much on ecne 
side, that no opportunity had been allowed of say- 
ing any thing on the other side. If he ‘hongrt 
that its protraction would make a sirgle convert, 
he won'd be wiiling to sit here for a week; but 
eve’y gentleman had made up his mind on one side 
er the other, and he did not beieve that any one 
wou'd change his opini: ns, were they to sit here 
ti'l doomsday. He would, therefore, more to lay 
the whole subject on the table. ; 

Mr. WISE inquired whether th: motion was in 
order. 

The SPEAKER said that it was. 

Mr. SHEPARD of North Carolina asked the 
gert'eman from New York to withdraw his motion, 
in ord-r to allow him an opportunity of makirg a 
bri-f exp'anation. 

Mr. GRAVES and Mr. WISE protested against 
the right of a gentleman who had the floor to 
make any such contracts. If the gentleman from 
New York yielded the floor to another member, he 
shou'd have no right to claim it again when that 
member was done with his remarks. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL inquired of the Cuarr if 
it had not been the general u-age ani rule cf the 
House fcr a member who had the floor to yield it 
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to another who had asked leave to make an expla- 
nation, and to take it again when that explanation 
had been made? 

The SFEAKER answered that such had been 
the practice of the Heuse; but he cid not under- 
siand that the:e was any parliamentary law on the 
subject. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said that where an 
objection was made toa member retaining the 
floor, after having yielded it for the purpose of an 
explanation, it had been decided against him, and 
cited a decision cf Mr. Speaker Pelk on that point. 

Mr. VANDERFOEL then said that he-did not 
yield the floor. 

Mr. WISE here rose to a point of order, and 
Mr. VannerrorL sat down. The law of 1789, 
he said, required that, before preceeding to busi- 
ness, all the membrrs of the House must be sworn. 
The Cuair had said that he would submit the ques- 
tion to the House for its decision, whether tke 
members claiming to take seats as members from 


ii New Jersey should be permitted to qualify; and 


he had offered a resolution, in the negative form, 
that they should not be permitted to qualify. 
Now, he would ask of the Cnam what would be 
the questien if this resolution of his should be laid 
on the table? Would the question again arise, 
Shall thes: gentlemen be sworn? 

The SPEAKER replied that the resolution now 
b- fore the House being of a nega'ive character, the 
qnestion would naturally arise, “Shall these gen- 
tlemen be sworn?” if that resolution should te laid 
on the table. 

Mr. McKAY referred to a case decided by Mr.’ 
Speaker Barbcur, in which the question was raised 
whether a certain gentleman was entitled to his 
seat, and that question having been laid on the ta- 
bie, the decision was, that the rejection of a resc- 
luticn in a negative form was equivalent to a 
decision in the affirmative. An appeal was taken, 
and the House reversed the decision. 

Mr. ADAMS asked if a motion to lay on the ta- 
b'e was debatable. There were no rules now bind- 
ing on the House, and he did not understand that 
the parliamentary law prchibited debate on such 
motions. 

The SPEAKER gave it as his opinion that the 
motiow was no’ debatable. | 

Mr. BELL was of the same cpinion with the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. By the common 
parliamentary law, motions tò lay on the table 
were as much debatable as any other motion; and 
the rule that prohibited debate on them was an ar- 
bitrary one, which did not now prevail. Hehoped 
the CHa won'!d review his decision, as several 
gentlemen wished to speak on the question, who 
had not hitherto participated in the debate. 

Mr. WISE asked if he had the right to withdraw 
his resolution at any time? 

Tre SPEAKER replying in the affirmative, 

Mr. WISE said he would give notice to gentle- 
men that if this motion was persisted in, he weuld 
withdraw his resolation and renew it in some other 
form. Gentlemen would perceive, therefore, that 
they could not get rid of this quesion, for he could 
present it in some new form as often as he pleased. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL a: ked if ke understood the 
Crair correctly; in sayirg that the rejection of this 
tesolution in a negative form, would be regarded 
by the Cuar as a mandate to swear these gentle- 
men. s 

The SPEAKER made a few remafks in reply, 
which were very imperfectly heard by the Reporter; 
but he was understood to say that he would regard 
the rejection of the resolution as equivalent to an 
affirmative decision, that these gentlemen should be 
sworn. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL then said, that afier such 
an intimation by the Crair, he would withdraw his 
motion, ; 

Mr. WISE, who had the foor, said that he did 
not wish to proceed this evening with his remarks, 
and he weuld therefcre, with the permission of the 
Honse, yield the floor to the genteman from North 
Carrolina, [Mr. Sweparp,] to enab'e him to make 
an explanation, with the undess’anding that he had 
the right to it the first thing in tne morning. ; 

Mr. SHEPARD of North Carvlira ckserved, 
that this debate had been extended for two weeks, 
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and thenzh he did not believe that he couid throw 
any light on a subject on which the best ta'ent- had 
been employed in the course of the debate, yet as 
the course which he had th ught it his du'y to take 
had been s-m:what differeat f om that expected by 
most g-ntlemen, he deemed it but jus‘ice to himself 
to make abrief explanation of it. When we assem- 
bed heze, said Mr. S. some weeks ago, ceriain gen- 
tl-men frum the Sta‘e of New Jersey appeared with 
certificates that they hai been elected as Repre- 
sentatives from that Sta‘e, similar to the one which 
I possess; and on referring to the laws of New 
Jersey, L found that the Governor of that State was 
authorized to receive from the jutges of the elec- 
lions the -returns of all the votes given, to 
count them op, and to give commissions to those 
persons who received a majority of the votes. Sir, 
said Mr. S. these gentlemen who claim to bead- 
mitted to their seats here, have the certificates of 
the Governor, stating that they were duly elected; 
and it seemed to him they were entitled to take 
their se t:, and to participate in the organization 
of tae House by the election of a Speaker. It 
seemed to him, then, said Mr. S. that he had no 
more right to refuse to associate with them as mem- 
bers of this House, and to impeach the validity 
of their ciedectials, than they had to refuse to 
associate with him, and to smp:ach the validity 
of his. The Governor of New Jersey is the 
offic-r charged wiih making of the returns of elec- 
tivn, and though not appointed by the Federal Go- 
vernment, his stat ments of the returus are as 
binding as if he acted uader our authority. The 
c mmissions which he gave were in conformity 
with the usige which had always prevailed in this 
country, and ia the country from which our in- 
stitutions were derived; and in both countries the 
act of the returning officer was always considered 
yalid and binding until proved by guod and suffi- 
cient tesimony to be wrong or fraudu'ent. 
This was the view which he took at the first, 
and which he took now. He would not go 
into an argument to show the truth of this position, 
for it had been already so ably argued that he had too 
mech respect for the House to consume their time 
with repeating arguments that had been so often used. 
But some gentlemen contended that fraud had been 
committed in giving these returns, Admit that this 
were the fact; yet it seemed to him that they had no 
right, according to parliamentary law and usage, to 
inquire into it at that ime. The gentlemen whose 
seals were contested had as much right, as he be- 
lieved, to inquire whether fraud had been commii- 
ied with regard to his credentials, as he had to 
inquire with regard to theirs. Indeed fraud might 
be committed on all hands. Tne certificates of the 
Secretary of State of the State of New Jersey, con- 
testing the verity of these returns, might themselves 
be the result of fraud; and, therefore, in the preli- 
minary stage of their proceedings, he thought they 
could not go into an examinaticn of them. These 
reasons, and many others, which he would not 
trouble the Honse with reciting, induced him to 
give his votes in favor of the right of these 
g:nt'emen to take their seats, He thoysht they 
were entitled to have their names on the 1oll, 
and he therefore voted fur the fir-t propo-iton of 
the gentleman from Virgisia, [Mr. Wiss ] which 
was lost. Another resoiution was offe ed by the 
same gentleman, affirmiug thit they were entitled 
to take their sets, and leaving the question cf ulti- 
mate right *to be cecided by the House, aftr 
it was organized. For this resolution he also 
veted. On Saturday last, the gest'eman from 
V rgwia iatrocuced his third res.utin on the 
subje t; and on tie motion totay it on the table, 
he vot d in the effirmative; and he had now rien 
more for the purpose «f explaining his vote 
on that cecasion, than tọ enter into an argu- 
ment on the presant question, When the motion 
to which he had re‘cired was made, it seemed 
to him that they had already consurned too much 
ume on the various questien: connected with the 
subject, and thet no good cou'd result from keep- 
ing it any longer before the House. He thought it 
was time to lay aside this vexed question, and prc- 
ceed at once to the organ‘zition of the House, and 
to.the despatch of the public business. There was, 
therefore, no inconsistency in the two votes he had 
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thus given. He voted according to the dictates of his 
best judgment, an | subsequent reflection had con 
vineed him thathe had acted correc'ly. Ji seemed 
to him that the question had been settled by the 
preliminary meeting, that these gentlemen should 


E 


| 
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not take their seats, and participate in the organiza- - 


tion of the House, and that it would therefore be 
better to leave the controversy to be decided in 


after tie ac‘ien of the Committee of Elections, 
He must take this occasion to say that he had 
voted for the two resolutions of the gentleman from 
Virginia, with the greatest reluctance. In what he 
was about to say, he begged to be understood as 
not wishing or intending to impeach the mo:ives of 
the gentlemen fiom New Jersey, who came here 
with the Governor’s certificates; nor did he wish to 
impeach the conduct of the Governor himself. But 
he must say, that when he heard the evidence read 
at the Clerk’s table, impeaching the validity of these 
returns, in which it was conclusively shown that 
the gentlemen who contes'ed the seats had received 
a majority of the votes given at the elections— 
when he heard the evidence read that the 
clerks of two counties, Millville and South Am- 
boy, had suppressed the vote given at these coun 
ties, and when he heard the evidence that the Go- 
vernor himself admitted both these important 
facts, and, regretting that the technicalities of law 
prevented him from giving the returns to those 
who had received a majurity of the votes, consoled 
himself with the belief that the House would do 
justice to all parties—when he had seen a proposal 
made last summer in the public papers, by the gen- 
teman commissioned by the Governor, to throw 
up their commissions, and go again into a new 
election, thus admitting a doubt of their own rights, 


he could not avoid entertaining the suspicion that | 


gross fraud had been practised. It seemed tp him, 
Mr. S. said, that throughout the whole contest here, 
one patty hed made use of the forms and techni- 


- before them, 


the ordinary way by the Heuse, upon its merits, | decision was made; yes, sir, said Mr. S. the 


camly, justly, and impartially. No injury or ites- 
yinience would result to these gentlemen or their 
party by the delay. No great question wou'd pro- 
bably come before the House, in which their votes 
might be necessary before the decision of the Howe 
on their case. He, fer one, would agree that ail the 
gieat questions which were expected to come 
should be postponed until that 


geat financial question, on which I shall go 
with the Executive, ard the fate of which 


| will probably depend on the decision of these con- 


` course be had taken. 


tested election cases, may be laid over until the 
House shall decide who shall take their seats as 
Representatives from the State of New Jersey. 
He had merely risen, Mr. S. said, to explain the 
If any harm has bees done 
by preventing these gentlemen from participat.ng 
in the election of a Speaker, it is too late now to 
apply the remedy. The act has been cone, and 
done forever, and let the country and posterity 
judge of its correctness. A great deal had been 
said about the States Rights doctrines that were 
involved in this question, Sir, said Mr. S. the 


` question h-s as much to do with States Rights 


calities of law to cover up a mean and despicable | 


fraud, while the other party had attempted to break 
down all the forms of law, in order to attain ab- 


stract justice; and being a law-loving and law-abid- ` 


ing man, he had voted to preserve the laws, 
though injustice might be the consequence. 
These things, Mr. S. said, were not uncom- 
mon in private life. A man often held possession 
of a tract of land to which he was not justly enti- 


ted, and which the law weuid take from him | 


upon a legal investigation and trial of his title; but 
the forms of Jaw must be preserved, and the tenant 


in possession must retain the Jand until the courts de- ` 


cide that another has a better title toit. He would 


pass over other matters, (Mr. S. said,) and come |. 
down to the preceedings of yesterday; aud hecon- © 


fessed he never was more surprised in his life 
than he was when, shortly after the Speaker had 
taken the chair, and after his administering the oath 
to the members of the House, he saw these five 


the Egyptian hieroglyphics. 
to disfranchise the State 
of New Jersey. The only question is, who 
shall take their seats as members from that 
State? There was no intention of depriving any 
one of his rights;‘on the contrary, the sending this 
matter to a committeee, and bringing it to a tho- 
rough investigation upen its merits, was the surest 
way of doing justice to all. The argument had 
been used in the preliminary stage of the pro- 
ceedings, that the House, in an imperfect state, 
and wi hout a Speaker, cou'd notenter into an ex- 
amination ef the evidence connected with the sub- 
ject, nor try it on its merits. That difficuliy was 
now removed. The House was now organized— 
a Speaker was elected, and the members were 
sworn. He hoped, therefore, there being no lon- 
ger any obstacle in the way, that the House would 
take this course. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina here took 
the floor, and replied at length to Mr. Drom- 
GOOLE, citing various precedents to show that the 
gentlemen who presented themselves with the cer- 
tificates of the Governor cf New Jersey, were en- 
titled to take their seats withcut further question; 
and that the House had no right to go behind these 
re‘urns, or, at this s'age of its proceedings, to go 
into an examination of the testimony contesting 
their validity. 

_ Mr. WISE obtained the floor and moved an ad- 
journment. 

Mr. SHEPARD asked that the gentleman would 
withdraw the motion, so that he might have an 
opportunity of saying a few words in reply to the 


as it has with 
No man_ wishes 


' gentleman from South Carolina. 


New Jersey gentlemen walk up to the table | 


and ask to be sworn. He dil not, as he said 
before, mean to impeach their motives; they 
had aright to take their own course; but he 
thought that motives of delicacy, as well as 
of expediency, should have induced them to wait 
for the regular action of the House. Now, did not 
every man see that the contest has, all along, been 


for the purpose of electing a Speaker, aud that . 


these gentlemen and their friends were contending 


for their right to participa‘e in that election? Bat - 


(sail Mr. S.) the right has been violated by deci- 
sions of the House again and again, and it is too 
late to rectify it. The House has been organized, 


aud the Speaker has been elected, without the par- y 


ticipation of these gentlemen, and they can, therc- 
fore, have no good reason for insisting ona taking 
their serts without an investigation into their 
right to hold them. You, sir, [addressing the 


SFE4KER] have been elected as an impartial | 


man; you and I voted to give these gentle- 
men their seats in the first instance, and you 
wiil doubtless deal justly and impartially in your 
appointment of a Committee of Elections. Then 


why not let this question of right be referred to i 


that committee to be investigated on its merits, in 

order that the House, with a fall knowledge of all 

the evidence connected with it, may decide on it 
f 


Mr. WISE could not withdraw the motion un- 
less it was understood that he should have the flocr 
afterwards. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the House would permit 
the gentleman from North Carolina to make an 
explanation. 

_ Mr. WISE then withdrew the motion to ad- 
journ. 

Mr. SHEPARD then said ihat he had been a 
humble member of the House of Representatives 
for the last two years, and in his course on that 
floor he had endeavored to be actuated by what he 
believed to be his duty to himself and the people 
he represented. He knew that, on various occa- 
stons, he had taken a course unpalatable to some 
gentlemen, and they had shown their disapprobation 
of that course by various circumstances and means. 
He would, however, new say to them, that he was 
not responsible to them, or to any body else, ex- 
cept the people who. s.nt him there, and. the 
country at large; and he hoped that, in the dis. 
charge of his daty in that Honse, he was as far 
from fear as any other member on the floor, He 
would neither yield to flattery on the one side, nor 
to bullying on the other. When he rose a few 
moments ago, he did not rise to make an apology 
for his vote—he owed no apology to any body; 
but he rose to put bimself right before his con- 


| sti'uents and the country at large, because he knew 


which were 


that the party orges, spread 
to bold up a public man toodam. The people 
do pot understand the rales of order in this House; 
and when gentlemen act differently from the views 
of partwans, it is easy for them to be misrepresented. 
And notwithstanding the remarks of the geatieman 
from Seath Carolina, he felt satisfied with the pro- 
priety of his coarse, and he believed that every 
person, uatrammelied by party prejedice, would 
jasufy bis conduct. He wcud now briely 
wate what be had sad. He had = said 
that when we first m-t in this House, he 
helera! that these members from New Jersey 
who had the Governor's ceruficates were entitled to 
take the:r seats and participate in the election of a 
Speaker; bat he stated farther, that he had strong 
susp:c.on that those men had come here through 
a fraud. The gett'eman from South Carolina 
himsel bad srong saspicion that they came 
here through a fraed, if he had not misurder- 
stood him oa anether occasion. He thought in the 
firs: place that they had the right to participate in 
the election ofa Speaker. They however were 
Ceprived of that right by the House, aad they did 
pot vote fora Speaker. Then, so far as the prin- 
ciple was concerned, it was violated by probibiting 
them from voting in the election of a Speaker; 
and if they had at any time a right to participate 
in the organization of the House, that right bad 
been uampied spon, and it was gone forever. 
Then, after all ths was done, was it not 
the proper course, as a Speaker had been 
elected who would immediately appoint commit- 


lees, to let the whole matter be brought ap be- | 


fore a commitiee, and be examined, and properly 
decided? 
must g:ve faith and effeet to the certificate, because 
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| gentleman to pursue the curse which he pursue:? 
throughout the oveniry, were always disposed | If i am iaconsistent, he is still more so; and 


‘how csa he justify himself 


Last week, the argument was, that we | 


the House was net organized, because there was | 
no Speake’, no committee to examine, and collate 


facts. Now, sir, the case is d ferent. 
been elecied by the gentleman and his friends, be- 
cause of your jasi.ce and impartiality. You caa 
immediately appoint a committee, that will inves- 
tigate the whole matter—that will bring to light the 
dark parts of this transaction, and do equal and 
fall justice to all. Let the House take up the sub- 
ject, and decide npon the whole question of 


rigat, now that these men have been deprived of | 


laking seats in the first instance. Was there 
any inconsisiency in his wivhing to pursue this 
course? Would the gentleman from South Carolina 


desire to give men seats here who, upon examina- . 


tion, in a few days, it might be found, were not en- 
titled to them? This was his porition, and these 
were bis views, expressed with all dae respect to 
the great legal talents of the gentleman from South 
Caronina. 

Sir, said Mr. 8. the gentleman from South 
Carolina, in the conclasion of his remarks, 
had said that his relations with me were 
not soch as woald permit him to speak of me 
as he would of his honorable colleague. Al- 
theagh, sir, I do not fear that gentieman’s lanee, 
im any contest, | know that he is possessed of ta- 
lents far saperior to mine Toe gentleman seemed 
to know that he is mach my superior in age, in 
learning, aed in eloquenee, but why did he nct 
think of this before he commenced his aitack? 
Why did he not attack his friend from South 
Carol na, who had voted with me on all 
these questions} That woukl have been 
More consistent with the genitleman’s vaunted 
chivalry, which he is eternally talking about. 
{Laughter.} Bat the gentleman further says, that 
I had held that these men had a constitntiona! right 
to participate in the organization of the Hcuse, 
and contends that because they on e had a consti- 
tutional right, I aet inconsistently in not sup- 
porting their admission to seats at the present mo- 
men’. Io this matter, the gentleman himself is in 
no enviable position. The gentleman came inio 
this House a Nullifier, opposed to a Nationz! 
Bank and a high tariff; still we find him always 
acting with that very parry which goes fora Ne- 
tonal Bank, for abigh tariff, and for all those 
mea:-ures which he has declared to be most odious 
tohim. If it is inconsistent in me to pursue the 
course I have, is it nat doubly inconsistent in the 


Yoo have - 


to his constitu- 
ent? How is it that he is stiuggling to get 
that party in power which would adopt all thuse 
Federal measures which he himself pretends to be 
absolately opposed to? 

In pursuing the course which I desire to pursue, 
Ido not see that any harm can be done to any 
party, for I will be willing to postpone all the great 
questions which this House has to act upon, until 
the matter of this New Jersey election is finally de- 
cided upon, which can be done in a short time, as 
the Hoase can proceed to it at once, and act upon 
it in a legal and constitutional manner. 

Mr. THOMPZON said a few words in reply to 
Mr. Sueparp, when 

Mr TURNEY obtained the floor, and moved to 
refer this resolution, together with the credentials, 
and all other evidence in regard to the New Jersey 
elections, to the Committee of Elections, and on 
that motion moved the previous question. 

On motion of Mr. WISE, 

The House tl.en adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuvrspbay, December 19, 1839. 
_ Mr. PRESTON appeared in his seat this morn- 


ing. 

Mr. NORVELL gave notice that, at the appro- 
priate time, he would ask leave of the Senate to 
introduce the following bills: 


A biil supplementary to “An act to provide | 


for the adjustment of titles to land in the town of 
Detroit, and Territory cf Michigan, and for other 
purposes.” 

A bill for the relief of J. and W. Beeson, and 


others. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana gave notice that, as 
soon as it would be in order to do so, he would ask 
leave to introdace the following bills: 


| 
| 


i 
| 


A bill to authorize the New Aibany and Mount : 


Carmel Railroad Company to enter, on a credit, a 
qaantity of land, to aid the company in the con- 


straction of a railroad from New Albany to Mount 


Carmel, Iliavis. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Col. Francis Vigo. 

Mr. ROANE gave notice that, as soon as it 


ti 
| 


would be proper to de so, he woald ask leave to | 


ntroduce a bill giving the assent of Cungress to 
an act of the General Assembly of the Siate of 
Virginia incorporating the Falmouth and Alexan- 
dria Railroad Company. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that, as soon as it would 
be in order to do so, he would ask leave to intro- 
duce the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Pierre Menard and others. 

A bill to authorize payment to be made to cer- 
tain Missouri volunteers, for services in the years 
1829 and 1830. 

Mr. BENTON offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


. directed to communicate to the Senate such infor- 


mation as has been received at the Treasury De- 


. pariment from consuls and secretaries of legation 


respecting the fiscal regulations in force in foreign 
countries, and no! contained in his communicaliun 
to the Senate of the date of January 21, 1839. 

Mr. LINN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to canse to be communicated to the 
Senate any information in the Department of 
State, or any other Department, relative to the dis- 
puted boundary between the State of Missouri and 
the Territory of lowa, and which has not been 
heretofore communicated to the House of Repre- 
eentatives; and also to communicate copies of any 
proclamations of the Governor of Missouri and the 
Governor of the Territory of Iowa in relation to 
said dispated boundary, and the orders, it any, for 


; calling out, or holding the militia in readiness to 


act in relaticn to the same; and also any further 
information on the subject which it may be in the 
power of the Departments to give. 

Mr. WILLIAMS offered the following reso- 
lation: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 


be instracied to inquire into the expediency of in-® 


} 
| 


i 
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creasing the number of copies of the lawa of Con- 
gress printed for the several States and Territories 
under the act of 20th April, 1818. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business, and afterwards 

Adjourned. 

d m 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Trorspay, December 19, 1839. 

The CHAIR stated the question to be on Mr. 
C. Jonnaon’s motion to refer the resolution of Mr. 
Wise, together with the credentials of the New 
Jersey members to the Committee of Elections, 
when g dae 

Mr. WISE rose, and stated that the gentleman 
from Tennessee had agreed to withdraw the motion, 
to al'ow him to address the House on his resolu- 
lion, on condition that he would renew it again, 
which he would do with great pleasure. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON then rose to make 
a point. He considered the resolution of the gen- 
tlen.an from Virginia (Mr. Wiser] as inadmissible 
in this House, and that, by the Constitation and 
laws of the United States, the Speaker was bound 
to swear in the members {rom New Jersey having 
the Governor's certificates. This was the point of 
order which he was about to make, and he made 
it with a view of bringing this malier to a speedy 
and conclusive issue. He tnaintained that the 
Speaker had no discretionary power in this matter, 
but that he was bound to administer the oath to 
these gentlemen at once. 

The CHAIR said the gentleman cou'd not pro- 


, Geed now, without the leave of the House on his 


proposition. 

Mr. JOHNSON appealed to the courtesy of the 
House to grant him leave, and declared he would 
not occupy the time of the House more than five 
minutes He was about proceeding, when 

Mr. TURNEY rose and objected to the gentle- 
man’s proceeding, inasmuch as the Crair had de- 
cided that it was out of order for him to proceed. 

The CHAIR said he had decided that the gen- 
tieman was out of order, but as the gentleman had 
appealed to the House, and no objection had been 
made at the time, he had permitted him to pro- 
ceed. 

Mr. TURNEY. The gentleman did not appeal 
from the decision of the Crair to the House, 
therefore he cou!d not proceed without leave of the 
House. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then asked leave of the 
House to proceed. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays on 
tbis motion, which were ordered. 

Mr. JAMESON wished to know if it was coms 
petent, at this late stage of the proceedings, to raise 
a pointof order of this kiad? The Crater had, on 
yesterday morning, made this decision, and after it 
had been debated for a whole day, the gentleman 
comes forward and raises a question of order this 
morning. Why did he not do so on yesterday 
morning, when the decision was made? And as the 
gentleman had not made it at that time, he con- 


: tended it was not in order for him to make it now. 


If this course of proceeding was to be adopted, the 
House might be thrown into inextricable difficul- 
ties. Questions might be brought up and discussed 
for weeks, and jast when the House was about 
coming to a decision, a question of order might 
be raised, which would open the whole qaestion 
up anew. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON then read his pro. 
position to the House, and stated that it was based 
upon the Constitution, and hoped it would always 
be in erder to defend the Constitution, 

Mr. ATHERTON wished to know, as the 
Crate had decided the gentleman to be aut of or- 
der, whether, if the House gramied him permission 
to go on, he wanid not be permitted to go on out of 
order. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then withdrew his 
point of order, and appealed from the decision of 
the Cuater of yesterday. Fle was sorry his propo- 
sition should-ereate any uneasiness in the minds of 
any gentlemen Fe would assure gentlemen that 
he had not made this question with a view of cre- 
ating any delay, but with a view of bringing It toa 
speedy conclusion. 
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Mr. JAMESON wished to know of the Speaker 
whether it was in order for a gentleman now, after 
a question had been acted upon by the House, and 
debated for two diys, to take an appeal, un- 
der the general parliamentary law. He wished 
to kaow whether the gentleman ought not to have 
made that motion when the question was first 
brought before the House. He contended that it 
was not in order for the gentleman to take an ap- 
peal at the present time. : 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then withdrew his ap- 
peal, but gave notice that he should introduce hi 
proposition at the earliest possible period. 

Mr. WISE then obtained the floor, and was 
about proceeding with his remarks, when 

Mr. BEATTY raised a point of order, whether 
the gentleman from Virginia, under the thirty-fifth 
rale, which declares that no member shall speak 
more than twice until all the other members who 
choose to do so have spoken, was entitled to 
speak? 

Mr. WISE denied that he had spoken at all on 
this question. 

Mr. BEATTY would appeal to gentlemen 
around him to say whether the gentleman from 
Virginia had not spoken twenty times on this same 
subject since the second of December. 

The CHAIR said the thirty-fifth rule was net 
adepted by the House, and would not apply to the 
present case. 

Mr. WISE then took the floor, and addressed 


the House at great length on the subject of his ;; 


resolution. 

He thought that they had been fighting under an 
equaljcontest, but within the past two days, two 
gentlemen, who had professed to be in fa vor of the 
New Jersey gentlemen with certificates taking their 
seats, and who had previously voted upon that 
principle, had deserted, and thought proper now to 
take a different view of it. He did not, however, 
wish to shoot them as deserters, though he deeply 
regretted the loss of their votes. Mr. W. said the 
Administration party bad defeated them by the tie 
vote, and had tied up the Constitution and Jaws 
Bat he regretted exceedingly to have to complain 
of the friends of the New Jersey Representatives 
who held the certificates. Well might the gen Joeman 
from North Carolma {Mr. Rayner] on yesterday 
exclaim, sperking of the friends of State Rights 
doctrine: “Save me from my friends ” The gen- 
teman from South Carolina, (Mr. Ruerr] who 
professed to be with us, made an appeal to the 
Honse to proceed with the business. He asked 
that gentleman what was the business of ihe, House; 
what was the first thing proper for them to do? 
The first thing was to organize, and to acknow- 
ledge all rightful representation, and then adopt it 
here. He must say,that for the delay of its organiza- 
tion, that gentleman was more responsible than 
any other membei; yes, more than any ten mem- 
bers on that floor, It was not with a view of im- 
peaching that gen!leman’s motives, that he made 
him responsible to make his position good. But 
for that genileman’s course; the House. would 
have been organized, and the members from 
New Jersey woul! have teen admitted days ago. 
That gentleman’s course, however recoucilcable to 
himself, was irreconcileatleto him; and had been in- 
consistent throughout every state of the proceedings 
of the House; and he had found that his votes were 
too soon, and his speeches too late. Mr. W. then 
went into an examination of Mr. R's votes, his 
subsequent proposition, and the three propositions 
of himself, and the decisions on them, for the par- 
pose of showing that Mr. h’s course was not re- 
concileabie with the rezsons he gave a few days 
ago for a chanve of it. He hoped the gen- 
Ueman: wculd pardon him fcr being thus parti- 
cular in scanning his course. He was one ot the 
few an whom he relicd—his vote, heavy or light, 
kicked the beam; and the gentleman would there: 
fore excucve h m in having thus qeestioned bis votes 
as he had. £ What reason the gentleman could h:ve 
had for voting for his (Mr. W°») direct proposition, 

svbstar tially the same as that he subsequently voted 
against, he could not conceive. Certainly he wonld 
not ascribe it to personal vantity. So it was, he 
has given us notce, that after having voted fer the 
propesition once, and voted against it, he would now 
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vote against us; and on what grounds ~on the grounds 
of res judicata. It was known to us all, he said, that 
on the discussion of the Mississippi question, we 
were all disgusted even to nausea with this res ju 


dicata. Mr. W. then referred to the case of Messrs. | 


Claiborne and Gholson, and which was, upon an 
ex parte report, decided that they should be qualified, 
and which decision he considered erroneous. 


R. applied the res judicata. 

He then denied that the principle had been ad- 
jadged, and that it was res judicata. He then 
went onand contended that the House was in an 
imperfect state of organization, when the decision 


| was made; that the members fwere ¡not sworn; 


there was no Speaker; and that they were not then 
competent to decide, having taken no oath as the 
Constitution required. 
judica; and, therefore, there could be no legal de- 
| cision. He then went on to explain what consti- 


organization; and 3d, 
thing short of that was nota Hcus’. He said, in 
| was made, that tody was mere’y an assemblage of 

members elect, and had not the power even to send 
for the President’s message, or communicate 
with the Senate—it had no Sergeant-at-Arms, and 


| cauld not even protect itself from a mob. In 
| calling the gentleman frem Massachusetts [Mr. 


ceeding, it merely instituted parliamentary pre- 
ceedings fir the purpose of organizition. He 


continued at some length t> show that, before they | 
were organiz-d and sworn, they were nota House | 


of Representatives. 

The question, he said, had arisen in this cise, 
whether we can go behind the Governor’s certifi- 
cate? We are, under the Constitntion of the 
United Sates, the judges of election, qualification, 
and returns of memters. Now, sir, what does the 
word “returns” mean? The genileman fro.a South 
Carolina, (Mr. Ruett,] the other day, in one of 
the ablest efforts I ever hear. him make, commit- 
led but one misiake, and that was, the distinction 
between the return and the commission. The only 
one meant in the Constitution, was the return from 
the State to the Speaker; the commission of the 
Governor was the return ccn'emplated by the Con- 
stitution, and so wa~ the certificate of a sheriff in 
Virginia. There was no distinction between them; 
ard Mr. W. went on to argue this point, contend- 
ing that the return, contemplated as a retarn to the 
House, was the ultimate return, and not the subor- 
Governor. The return behind it belonged to the 
House had no control. The State authorities may 
make the ultimate returns what they please, and 
we have no authority to prevent it. But gen'le- 
men insist that there are other returns—that -there 
are re'urns frum the county ecurt clerks ta the 
Governor and Council; that you may go tehind 


returns, which belong to the State. 
assume that there were subord nate retarns of the 
clerks, which were suppressed. He denied that 
there wes any evidence that they were supnressed— 
not dseming newspaper evidence, or the certifi- 
cates of the Secretary of State, such evidence, not 
being authorized by the laws of New Jersey. 
Again, the admissions of the gentleman from New 


the House trying the cause? Again, if ycu take 
part of the evidence, you must lake all. $ 
He then went into a history of the Millville and 


South Amboy returns, and argued that, according : 


to the laws of New Jersey, these returns were not 
excluded by the Governor. He denied that the 
Secretary of State was the keeper of the returns of 
the judges of elections; and, consequently, he had 
no right to certify respecting them. Mr. W. then 
went on to answer that part of Mr. Pickrens’s argu- 
ment, in regard to the power of the States to purge 
the polls, after they were ccuated; which argument 
he considered a novel and extraordinary doctrine, 


The matter was non coram | 


Mr. ! 
W. then commented on the manner in which Mr. | 


tuted a Honse uf Representatives, and considered i 
three things essential to i't; Ist, representation; 24, | 
legislative power; and any | 


the first place, when the decision of the House | 


Apams] to the Chair, and in adopting rules of pre- | 


dinate returns from the judges of elrctions to the | 


‘State itself, and to. her archives, over which the | 


these ultimate returns, and go to the subordinate | 
Gentlemen. . 


Jeisey, Mr. Ranpoirn, were rclied on as evidence. | 
Were we constituted a court of justice, to take evi- : 
derce ore tenus, and was he cross-examined? Was . 
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and referred toalaw of Virginia, now repealed, 
which constitued a commission to examine the 
polls which may have been taken by the sheriffs, 
and with power to strike out the names of all whu 
were not entitled to vote. He said the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Picxens,] a State 
Rights man, had pronounced that law unconsitu- 
tional. 

Mr. RIVES said his colleague had quoted a 
law, which, in consequence of its bad effects, had 
been repealed. 

Mr. WISE inquired of his colleague whether he 
said that this law was repealed because it was un- 
constitutional. 

Mr. RIVES answered Mr. W. that the law was 
repealed for two reasons. Cne party, who opposed 
it, believed that it was unconstitntional; and the 
other party opposed it, because they believed that 
such a power ought not to be trusted to persons 
who might abuse it. For these reasons the law 
was repealed by a very large majority. 

Mr. WISE thought his colleague was mistaken, 
He had another colleague, he said, by his side, who 
wasin the Legislature at the time, and who said 
that no objection was made to the law on constitn- 
tional grounds. 

Mr. RIVES asked when that law was repealed; 
and Mr. Wise replying that it was in 1834, Mr. 
R. rejoined that he wasin the Senate of Virginia at 
the time. 

Mr. WISE still thought that his colleague was 
mistaken, and that the law was opposed by no one 
on constitutional grounds; and then went on in + 
lengthy argument to show the unconstitutionalily 
of the assumption that a State had no right to pass 
laws to purge the polls, after they had been taken. 
He then went into a refutation of the arguments of 
Mr. Dromeoore, the o'her day, and, in the first 
place, in opposition to the assumptions of that 
gertleman, contended that it was the States that 
were parties to the federal compact in the com- 
bined senses of territory, Government, and peo- 
pls, and not “the people of the States,” as Mr. D. 
said, who were parties to that compact. This was 
the first State Rights doctrine that he had learned. 
It was in the aggregate capacity of people, terri- 
tory, and Gcvernment combined, that these States 
were parties to the Federal compact. Th’s was 
the doctr'ns he had always entertained, and it was 
the doctrine of Mr. Madison. He then proceeded 
to answer Mr. D's argnments throughout, and 
comm: nted on the precedents cited by. that gent'e- 
man, which he contended did not sustain the posi- 
ticns assumed by him. 

Mr. W. concluded by withdrawing his own pro- 
position, and, in compliance with a pledge made to 
Mr. Turney, who had yielded to him the floor, re- 
newed the proposition of that gentleman, and called 
for the previous question npon. the same. 

(Mr. Turney’s preposition was, in substance, to 
refer the subject of the contested seats to the Com- 
mittee of Elections, when appointed, and that 
neither party of the claimants should be entitled to 
seats until the committee shall have investigated 
and reported upon the same.] ; 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then raised the point of 
order. which hehad waved this morning, and 
hoped it would not be considered out of order to 
support the Constitution of thé United States, He 
contended that the previous qnestion could not be 
moved while five gentlemen were at the bar of the 
House demanding to be sworn, . 

Mr. BEATTY called the gentleman to order, 
and required that he should reduce his point of or 
der to writing. 

Mr. CHAPMAN asked if it would be in order 
nw to take up his motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution for the adoption of rules 
was laid on the table. 

The CHAIR said thati* would not be in order, 
because the gentleman ‘com Maryland had the 
floor apon another question. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then submitted his point 
of order in this form: “The motion to take the 
previous question is not in order until the ru'es of 
the House are adopted, and when there are mem- 
bers present who desire to be sworn in.” Mr. J. 
was proceeding to debate this question, and was 
referring to the law of 1789 in regard to the admi- 
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nistering of oaths, and to the 6 h article of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, when 

Mr, TURNEY rose toa point of order, and in- 
quired if it was in order to debate this question? 

The CHAIR decided that it was debatable, but 
the gentleman must confine himself to the question 
of order. 

Mr. TOURNEY. Then there is no end to this 
question. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then proceeded with his 
remarks, referring to several authorities to show 
that the Serrage: was bound to administer the oath 
to the New Jersey members holding the Gover- 
nor’s certificate. 

The CHAIR again interrupted the gentleman, 
and desired that he would confine himse!f to the 
point of order which he had raised. 

Mr. JOHNSON again preceeded with his re- 
marks, and contended that the previous question 
could not be put, when 

Mr. JAMESON called him to order, and in- 
quired the state of the question. 

The CHAIR said he understood the gentleman 
to raise a question of order, as to the right of the 
gentleman from Virginia to move the previous 
question. Under the general parliameniary Jaw, the 
Cunan felt constrained to say that the previous ques- 
tion was a question which must govern the House. 
But the previous question, under that general law, 
wasa different thing from the previous question ur- 
der the rules of the last House. In regaru to the duty 
of the Craig in swearing the New Jersey members, 
which had been referred to by the gentleman, he 
would say that he was merely the organ of 
the House, and whether it was a House de 
jure, or a House de facto, was not a question 
for him to decide; but beiug its organ, he was 
bound to carry out the decisions which it had made, 
and which were staring him in the face. Tis was 
the opinion of the Crate; and if the gentleman de- 
sired t> sustain contrary views, he mast appeal 
from this decision. 

Mr. JOHNSON then appealed from the latter 
part of the decision of the Crair, and was proceed- 


ing again to refer to th: authorities before him, | 


when 

Mr RIVES called him to orer, because he was 
pursuing the same course of argument which the 
Cuar had decided to be out of order. 

Tne CHAIR said the gentleman must confine 
himself to the point of order. 


Mr. JOHNSON proceeded, and was reading a 


clause from the law of New Jersey on the subject | 


of the elections, when 


Mr. JAMESON rose toa point of order. He 
contended that if gentlemen were permitted to 
take an appeal from but a single point of the deci- 
sion uf the Cuair, they might appeal on fifty dif- 
ferent points in decision, and there wou'd be no 
end to the question. He thought the gentleman 
was begging the question by the-course which he 
was pursuing. 

Mr. JOHNSON then withdrew his appeal, and 


submitted a point of order in writing, that the gen- ` 


tleman from Virginia could not make his motion 


when there were five members at the bar de-. 


manding to be sworn. 

The CHAIR. If the gentleman withdraws his 
appeal, the question is upon the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. SOHNSON. Then I withdraw my point of 
order, and renew the appeal. Mr. J. was again 
proceeding to read the law of New Jeisey, when, 

The CHAIR ca'led him to order. 

Mr. CAM: BELL of Tennessee moved that the 
gentleman from Maryland have leave to proceed 
with his remarks, which was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON then addressed the House at 
length upon his appeal, contending that the Cvair 
was bound to swear in the members from New 
Jersey having the Governor's certificates, and re- 
fering toa great many authorities under the arti- 
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c'es of Confederation, the Constitution of the United 
States and the State Constitu'ion. 

Mr. ADAMS next obtained the floor, expressed 
his intention of addressing the House, and moved 
an adjournment. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS called for the yeas 
and nays on the adjournment; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 117, nays 107. 

The house then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
' Fripay, December 20, 1839. 
A message was received from the President of 


the United Stater, and being of an Executive cha- | 


| fMassachusctts to order. 


rarcter, 


Tne Senate went in into an Executive scssion, ; 
J 


and afterwards, 
Adjourcel. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, December 20, 1839. - 


i 
VV 
ae 


The question pending was on an appeal taken by ` 


the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Jonsson] that 


a proposition could be submitted while there were : 


members of the House waiting to be sworn. 


i effect the desired object. 
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of this House, and on that motion moved the 
previous ques‘ion. 

Mr. WISE rais-d a point of order, whether any 
motion could be made until the question befere the 
House was disposed of. 

The CHAIR decide! that the motion of the gen- 
tleman from New York could not be made while 


: there was another question before the Heuse, 


Mr. CHAPMAN appealed from the decision of 
the CHAIR. 
Mr. ADAMS, who was entitled to the floor on 


‘| Mr. Jounson’s appeal made yesterday, claimed 


the floor, and proceeded to address the House. 
Mr. CHAPMAN called the gentleman from 


Mr. HJFFMAN then rose, and said, if gentle- 
men were d-sirous of adopt:ng rules to prevent dis- 
order in the House, and relieve the Cuarr from 
emtarrassme. t, witnout having any other object in 
view, hz would submit a proposition, which would 
Mr. H. then presented 
a resolation, which was read, that the ru'es and or- 
ders of the Jast Congress be adopted for the govern- 
ment of this House, excep: the last rale, [the vive 


' voce rule 


Mr. CHAPMAN said that he had made a mo- `` 


tion the other day to reconsider the vote by which 
the resolution for the adoption of rules had been 
laid on the table, which motion had been entered, 
acd on yesterday he had moved that this motion be 
taken up, but it had been decided by the Cars 
that it could not be taken up while the motion then 
pending, which was the resolution of Mr. Wiss, 
was before the House; that resolution, however, 
had been withdrawn and another moved, and he 
held that his motion to reconsider had precedence 
of this latter motion. 


The CHAIR stated that the motion had been en- | 


tered on the journal, he presumed, to enable the 
gentleman to bring itup ata future time. The 
Cuar, however, was of opinion, on an examina- 
tion of the subject, that the right to make that mo» | 
tien was given under the rules of the House, which 
had not yet been adopted, it being a motion not 


known to the parliamentary law. He wouid, how- , 


ever, suggest to the gentleman that he could obtain 
his object by moving that the rules cf the last 
Hv use be adopted for the government of this body, 
which motion would be in order at any time when 
there was no motion pending. At present, 
however, there was a question pending on an ap- 
peal from the decision of the Carr, taken by the 
gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. JAMESON. Do I understand the Cram 
to say that the motion to reconsider is not known 
to the parliamentary law? 

The CHAIR. That is the impression of the 
Chair. 


Mr. JAMESON said, if gentlemen would refer | 


to the beok, they would see that that was cne of | 


first established principles of parliamentary law. 
It wasof far older dates than the rules of the House. 
If, therefore, the Crate still held to the opinion ex- 
pressed, he woul! feel bound to take an appeal. 

Mr. BR:GG 3 contended that the question be- 
fore the House was a question of privilege, there- 
fore a motion to reconsider ccu'd not be made 
until it was disposed of, 


Mr. POPE said the first business under the Con- ' 
stitution which could come before the House, was : 


the clection of a Speaker, and the next was the | 


swearing in of the members. Now, as the mem- 


bershad notall been sworn in, no other business | 


could come up, until that was disposed of. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL inquired whether the ques- || 
|| several gentlemen to withdraw his motion, he would 


tion of priority of business was not under the con- 
trol of a majority of the House, and whether, if 
the majority desired to adopt the rules of the rales 
of the House, they could not do so now, or at any 


time. 


majority of the House to adopt rules. 
Mr. VANDERPOEL then moved that the rules 
of the last House be adopted for the Government 


The CHAIR thought it was in the power of the l 


. tain motion. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL. The viva voce rule is 
one of great importance, and there can be no good 
reson for laying it asice at thistime. If the mc- 
tion which be had made a few minute; ago was 
in order, he desired that it might be put to the 


| Howe. 


Mr. ADAMS object d to the introluction of 
any resolution forthe adoption of rules until the 
House had organized according to the Cunst:tution 
and laws of the Unitei Stat-s. By the act of 22d 
May, 1832, “ the House of Representatives sha!t 
be composed of members elected”*—- 

Mr. VANDERPOEL caled the gentleman to 
order. He had madea motion, which had been 
enteitained by the Cuar, and the gen'leman could 
not speak on another question. 

Mr ADAMS said he was speaking fo a point of 
o d- r, whi-h had precedence of the o'her. 

The CHAIR said the gentleman from Massa- 
chuse ts must take hisseat. There was a point of 
order now before the CHa on an appeal taken 
by the gent'eman from Alabama. i 

Mr. ADAMS. Does the Cnam decide that 
while Iam speaking on a point of order, that 
ano'her point of order can be made which will 
override the one I am speaking on? 

The CHAIR said he had decided against a cer- 
The gentleman from Alabama had 
appealed from that decision, and the CHair was 
bound to entertain that appeal. 

Mr. ADAMS. Th nI may make another point 
of order, and if the Crair decides against me, I 
may appeal from that decision, and it will take 
precedeacs. Ansther gewtteman may then raise 
another point and appeal, and to we may go on 
in an eternal wheel, without there being zeny end 
to the mater. 

Mr. CH \PMAN said that the pcint he had 
made was with regard to the priority ot businzss, 
and if the Crair en ertained bis mot on, it was ime 
possible for gentlemen to oveileap it and snpersece 


"it with something ebe. 


Mr. ADAMS contended that the very point he 
was desirous of discussing, was with regard to the 
priority of business. It was that the House could 
do no other business, until all its members wers 
sworn. 


Mr. CHAPMAN then rose, and stated that ss 


| the gentleman from Massachusetts was anxious to 


occupy the floor, and as he had been requested by 


do so, giving notice, however, that he would bring 
it it forward again at the earlest perioi possible, 
and he hoped no objection would then be made to it. 
Mr ADAMS, who was entitled to the floor on 
ihe paint of order raised by Mr. JonNson of Mary 
land, contended that it was not competent for the 
House ‘> en‘erfain the previous question, or any 
other motion, while the question of the right of 


66 


the New Jersey members to be sworn was pending. 
Mr. A. then examined the constitutional question 
[in reply to Mr. Pickens] a8 to the powers of the 
House over the returas, elections, and qualifica- 
tions, of the members. He argued at some ieogth 
against the principles advanced by that gentleman 
as to the distinction between the reiurus and the 
elections. He said that a majority of the House, 
at that sta‘e of the proceedings, was not sufficient 
to decide the question of rigat, inasmuch as the 
effect of the decision was tantamount to in expul- 
sion, which required, by the Constitu'ion, a vete of 
two-thirds. ‘Phat decision, he said, was illegal, 
unconstitutional, null and vcid, on the ground, 
also, that the House, im its then uno: ganized 
state, had no power, under 
vion, to decide any question; and that, even under 
its present partial crganization, had not the 
power to declare that the gentlemen from New 
Jersey with the Governor's cert- ficates sh uld net 
participate in the further organization of tue House, 
because, upon the principles of the Const tution aud 
the laws, these gentlemen stucd upon the same foot- 
ing as the other Representatives, and could be ex- 
peiled with the same propriety, by an objection be- 
ing raised by those the House had excluded. He 
then replied to some of the arguments which hed 
been advanced as to the respect which should be paid 
to the broad seal of a State, and said that it was not the 
mere seal which claimed the respect of ihe House, but 
the principle which jies under it. The power 
which formed the seal could break itand substitute 
some other furmif it pleased, but it was the form 
adopted by that State to make its power known 
here, and as such should be acknowledged by us. 
The seal was the proof of record, and was the only 
evidence of record which would claim the atten- 
tion of any couit of justice—it was with cvuris the 
highest authority—it was the proof of recerd which 
was acknowledged, and belonged to all bivil-zed 
nations. The question now, he said, was whether 
the Hovse was willing to destroy this highest 
kind of evidence, and whether the power 
of that State should be acknowledged by 
the test evidence it could produce of its sove- 
yeignty; that these’ members bearing this seal 
could not be rejected, without rejecting the evidence 
and the seal. The seal, he said, bore upon its 
face no fraud, but gentlemen had suspicions that 
there was fraud behind it, but were unwilling to 
extend their suspicions to the ballot box, where 
there was fraud by illegal votes. He did not 
know which of the suspicions was founded in 
truth, whether in il egal vı tes, or in making the re- 
turns; and it was a question which was to be de- 
cided by the House as judges hereafter; and, ia 
the mean time, the gentlemen with certfic.tes 
should have their seats. He said, to sapport hun 
in this position, he had higher authority than 
the law of the British Parliament, which had 
been so frequently cited. He had the autho- 
rity of Blackstone, which goes so far as to 
say that if even a sheriff or returning officer 
. should be bribed to return a person other than the 
one elected, that the person thus returned should be 
permitted to take and occupy his seat until the re- 
turn should be proved illegal. This, too, was a 
part of the law of Parliament. Mr. A. after ar- 
_ guing on this principle for some time, hoped that 
this question would be settled, not by arbitrary 
will or power, but by adjudication. He congratu- 
Jated the House on the selection it had made of 
Speaker; that he had been taken from neither of 
the great contending parties. He considered it a 
Providential interference that this election had ter- 
minated in the same way as if the five New Jersey 
gentlemen had been permitied to take their seats; 
it was an act of retribu'ion on the party that ex- 
eluded them. 

Mr. ADAMS had continued for some time with 
his remarks, and had been discussing the merits of 
the principal question, reviewing the course of the 
sine in regard to the New Jersey election cases; 
when 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS rose to a point of 
erder, which he reduced to writing, as follows: 

Because the question before the House is on an 
appeal from the decivsion of the Cxair, that “the 
motion to take the previous question is not in order 


the Constitu- | 
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until the rules of the House are adopted, and when 
there are members present who desire to besworn;” 
and the gentleman is discussing the merils of the 
New Jersey election, and reviewing the proceed- 
ings of the House on the New Jersey election. 
‘The SPEAKER gave it as his opinion that it 
was not competent for a member, while addressing 
the House on the question of the appeal, then be- 
fore it, to enter into the merits cf the main quesnon. 
He had allowed (tte Sreaxer said) the geutleman 
from Massachusetts to indulge in a g:ealer latitude 
of debate than was consistent with parliamentary 
aw, because,on thesame question oforder as wasnow 
raised, the House yesterday permitted the gentle- 
man from Maryland, [Mr. Jounson,] by almost a 
unanimous vote, to takea very wide range In the 
course of his remarks. As to the point of order, 


however, was now raised by the genileman from | 


Maryland, (Mr. 
‘erate eet of yesterday, and say that the 
entleman from Massachusetts was not in order. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS then moved that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts be perm:tied to go 
on with hisremarks, in order, and proceeded to give 
his reasons for the motion. 

After some remarks from Messrs. POPE, JA- 
MESON, and MERCER, and a repetition of his 
decision by the CHAIR, 

Mr. JAMESON stated the question as he under- 
stood it, The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
Jounson] yesterday took an appeal from the deci- 
sion of the Cuair, that he could entertain the mo- 
tion for the previous question while the poiut of 
order raised by him in relation to the swearing in of 
the New Jersey members was before him. This 


being the simple quesiion before the House, he | 
would object to the gentleman from Massachusetts | 


travelling out of the iine of debate prescribed by 
the Speaker. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
ought not to be permitted to speak on the menisof 
the main question, and spia out his argument on 
matters which they had heard repeated one thou- 
sand times. 

Mr. MERCER said he knew not whit right a 
member had to move that another member should 
be permitted to proceed with his remarks, when he 
had not been pronounced by the Caair to be out 
of order. The motien of the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland [Mr. Tuomas] was out of order, and was 
not sanct oned by any of the rules of the House. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentieman from 
Virginia, [Mr Mencer,] tha he had pronounced 


the member from Mas: achuseits to be out of order; ; 


F. Tromas,] the Cair must re- . 


but, at the same time, staied than he had permiited | 


him to indulge in a w.de range in the cuurse of his 
remarks, because the House yesterday p rmitted 
the gent'eman from Maryland to take the same 
coure. The member from Maryland having now 
rais.d the point of order wita regard to the curse 
of the remarks of ihegenteman from Massacha- 
setts, the Crair was obliged to pronounce the lat- 
ter ont of order. 

After a few remarks from Mr. MERCER, 

The SPEAKER said he conceived the gentle- 
man from Maryland to have appealed from that 
decision of the Cuan which permitted the previous 
question to be ca:led in the present condition of 
of the House—that is, as stated in the point of 
order raised by the gentleman from Maryland, 
when there were members here from the State 
of New Jersey, waiting to be sworn. Now, 
the view which the Cram gave ot that ques- 
ion yesterday, and which he siill entertained, 
was, that the very question which they were 
trying, was the question of the right of these 
gentlemen to be sworn, and to arrive at the decision 
of that question, they must proceed according to 
the rules of parliamentary law. One of these par- 
liamentary rules was the previous question; and 
the Cuan, by deciding that the previous question 
could be entertained, gave a decision which 
would facilitate that of the main question. 

Mr. BYNUM rose to ask the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Tuomas] to withdraw his question 
of order, and to permit the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetis to preceed with his remarks. He was 
tired, he said, of tbis continued game of “hide and 
seek.” We have, said he, been go-ng on fur weeks 
in a useless and interminable debate, and are no 


nearer to the end than when we staried. There ap- 
peared to bead sposi'ion on the part of many mem- 
bers to me.t this question, and he, for one, wes 
willing and ready to meet it. The argument hitherto, 
had b-en on'y en ore side; and he thoughtit wes 
time for s meth ng to be said on the otuer, The 
g n leman from M assachusetts was proceeding to- 
day prec sely as t e gentleman frem Maryland was 
permuted to do yesteray, by an almost unanimous 
voc cf the Heus ; and he would ask, then, where 
was the propriety of call ng a gentleman to order 
for taking too wide a range in his remarks, 
and then, by a solemn vote ol the House, 
permitting him to go on with them, and 
take as wice a range as he pleased? 
Tois, he thought, was too much like trifling 
with the sc-ious questions before the body. If the 
gentleman from Massachusetts wes permitted to 
go on, by a vote of the House, wouid it not be un- 
just to the rest of the memb: rs to refuse them per- 
mission to answer him. He toped, thererore, the 
gentieman fram Maryland would withdraw li's 
point of order, and ihat the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusstis, by the geaeral consent of the Heuse, 
might be permitted to go on wih the u mest lati- 
tude; and that these who wished to answer hin 
might be allowed the same privilege. Jf the ge- 
teman could not be answered, he would be wi'- 
ling to vo'e with him; but the gentleman coud 
be answered, and he, for one was ready to answer 
him. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS olsorved that the 
gentleman last up [Mr. Bynum] had expressed a 
wish to participate in this d-bate; and there were 
other gentlemen, also, who wished to engage in it. 
He was well aware of this, and for this reason, he 
had interpo ed his point of order to arrest the wide 
range ‘he debate was taking, and to confine gentic- 
men to the sing!e question before the House. It was 
with the greatest re'uctance he had interposed to 
arrest the course the gentleman frem Massashu- 
setts was taking, and he did it with greater reluc- 
tance than he would so act towards any member cf 
that House. Bat he did it because, if the debate 
was suffered to take this latitude, there would be 
no knowing where it would end, and the great inte- 
rests of the nation would be neglected. He voted 
yesterday for his colleague to proceed in order, and 
would vote to-day that the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetis might bz permitted to proceed in like man- 
ner. His object was, however, that every gentle- 
man wko took part in the discussion should be 
restricied to the limits prescribed by the Speaker; 
that is, confine himself to a discussion of the ques- 


|: tion immediately before the House. The Cuar had 


prescribed what the limits were to wh'ch the de- 
bate should be con fiaed. The sole topic of d scus- 
tion would be, whether, in the discretion of the 
Cuair, the pailiamealaty laws are binding on this 
body; and if so, was the previous quasti-n within 
the parliamentary law. Tois was a lmited ques- 
lion, aud he hoped the debate would be contined 
to i. 

Mr. BELL hoped the House would ge! t'. roug- 
this difficulty without discussing points unneces 
sarily. Ifthe proposition of the gentleman from 
Nerth Carolina should be acceded to, the debate 
could go cn; if not, he should then insist 
upon ihis proposition. Even after the second 
by the House of the previous question, the sub- 
ject would be open to discussion, and the 
gentleman from Massachuset's would have the 
priviiege of moving an amendment of the proposi- 
tion before them, and on that amendment he 
could discuss the merits of the qnestion with as 
much latitude ashe pleased. Mr. BELL here ex- 
piained the diference between the previous ques- 
lion, as known to the parliamentary Jaw, and the 
previous question contained in the rules of the 
House of the last session, and quoted from the 2d 
volume of Hatsel’s Precedents to shuw the correct- 
ness of his posiiion. 

Mr, FRANCIS THOMAS said to the gente- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. BELL] that the House 
was now about to decide upon the validity of the 
decision given by the Cuair, that the previous 
question could be entertained by the House. The 
CnaR had decided that,by the parliamentary law,th2 
question could be entertained, and from thal decision 
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his colleague had appealed, because he alleged || getting at the business which was of such vital in- 


that the House could chtertain no qrestiva while 
the members from New Jeisey were waiting to be 
sworn in. The gxnileman from Tennessee would 
see that he woui make confusion worse con- 
founded, if he succeeded in showing that the 


greatest latitude should be allowed to the debat- ` 


now, becaifSe such latiiude must be allowed after 
the decision of the House that the previous ques- 
tion shall be put. He was for confining the Hou-e 
to the single proposition then before it, which was 
ths appeal of his colleague. When that ques:ion 
was decided, he would be willing to meet the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee with his authorities. The 
genteman from Massachaset's was entitled to the 
floor to discnss the subject of the appeal taken by 
his colleague; but he was not authorized to indulge 
in the latitude of debate which he had thought 
proper to take. 

Mr. BELL said he understood all that had been 
said by the gentleman from Maryland, and agrved 
with him; and he was proceeding to showthat the 
play was not worth the candie, while tne propo- 
sition of the member from North Carolina was the 
most rational one; for the moment the question of 
appeal was decided, and the previous question se- 
condel, the gentleman from Massachusetts could 
have the greatest latitude of debate allowed him. 
For his own part he had no objection to deci ting 
the questioa of appzal at once, and to affirm the 
decision ofthe Cuair. Tle would also go for the 
decision of the Carr that the question before the 
House involved the very question as to the admis- 
sion of the New Jersey memb rs. 

After some remarks fiom Mr. MERCER on the 
point of order involved, 

Mr. ADAMS, by general consent, resume! and 
concluded his remarks, when 

Mr. RHETT addressed the House at some 


length, in reply to the remarks of Mr. Wiss, | 


charging him with having acted inconsistently in 


regard to the New Jersey members, and in reply , 
to the remarks of Mr. Apams; but his remarks | 
were indistinctly heard by the reporter. He | 


commenced by saying that, in his observations the 


other day, he had expressed the opinion that : 
when we had then passed a resolution, refusing . 


to the New Jersey members seats, we were a 
House of Representatives, and he had stated far- 
ther, that being a House, and having adjudicated 
on the case, it was contrary to parliamentary 
usage to take up the same case again for adjudica. 
tion. No gentleman who had addressed the House 
since, had controverted this position. The case of 
Claiborne and Gholson, referred to by the 
gentlemen from Massachusetts, had no ap- 
plication at all to the present case. In 
that case, seats had been given to those 
gent!eman at one sessicn, and the next session this 
decision had been reversed, and certainly one Con- 
gress had the tight to rever e the decision of a for- 
mer sesion. What he cont:nded for was this: 
When the House had onc2 made a cec'sion, and 
determined upon a question, it was rot competent 


for any geneman, according to pariiamentary ` 


law, to bring up that propcsition again: and that 
proposition had not been controverted. But the 
geatleman from Massachuse.ts held that it was 
contrary to morality, and contrary to what was 
right, for him (Mr. R.) to held to this opinion. 


Then, said Mr. R. according to this doctrine, if : 


the House has done wroag, in my view, in making 
a decision, I must not act according to parliamen- 
tary usage, but must go direc'ly against if, for the 
parpcse of accompi-hing what I believe to be 
right. Is this the principle which gen'lemen 
desire that I should act upon? He would not 
question the eccnduct of any gentleman on 
this fluer—he weu'd condemn no man here; 
but while he did not do this, he would certainly ex- 
ercise his own views as to what became himas a 
member on this floor, disregarding the opinions or 
the sophistry of any man. He had sail further, 
when he addressed the House the cther day, that as 
the people were looking to this body to do some- 
thing speedily, and as the great interests of the 
country required us to act, he was prepared to sup- 
port that proposition which wou'd bring this d-- 
bate to a speedy termination. 


With a view of | 


terest to the county at large, he felt bound to sup- 
port that propositicn, whatever it might be, which 
would preclude debate. 

Wita regard to this New Jersey case, he did not 
estimate it as some centlemen seemed to do. He 
considered that the House, having the power to de- 
termine, did determine it; not disfranchising the 
people of New Jersey, but as he understood, even 


by the resolution of the gentleman from Virginia ` 


(Mr. W se] himself, it. was to be made a matter of 
contested election, to be decided by the House here- 
after, in the proper and constitutional manner. 
Then il can be no disfranchisement. 

He had never contended that the title, which 
gentlemen laid so much stress upon, should be vio- 
lated. On the contrary, he had contended that we 
were to be the judges of the tite, aud that that was 
the matier which we were bound to decide 
upon. The House consented to this course in the case 
of Messrs. Naylor and Ingersoll. ‘The titles which 
both these gentlemen held, were’ read, and he had 
voted for Mr. Nayir. This was the course pro- 
posed in regard to the New Jersey members; ard, 


in this case, he had held that you could not inva- | 


lidate the title, but were bound to look in‘o it. 
Well, sir, when you came to look into the papers 
cn the Cierk’s table, what was the slate of things 
presented? Ta the first place, there was a certifi- 
cate of title from the Governor of New Jersey; se- 
condly, an impugnment of that tit'e; and thrdly, 
a certificate tnat that impugnment was cotrect. 
The House tcok up this matter, and upon this 


evidence, decide! that the five members, having | 
the certificate of Governor, should sot take their | 


seats. Then the position which he maintained 
was, that the matter had been adjudicated upon by 
a competent bcdy; and could gentlemen doubt the 


coriectness of this posiion? Was tis the House '' 
of Representatives, were we members of Congress, || 
when we made this decision? If we were not |! 


members of Congress, as had been contended by 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisg,] then 
he egreed that our determination of the question 
was null and void. But if this was a House of 
Representatives at the time it made the decision, it 
was perfectly competent for it to adjudicate the 
matter; and, having done so, that adjudication 
must be final until the question was brought up as 
a matter of contested election. The gentleman 
from Virginia, and other gentlemen, had charged 
bim with ine: nsistency; but when gentlemen make 
those charges, they should recollect that they who 
live in glass houses ought not to throw stones. 
When gentlemen made charges of inconsistency 


against others, they shouid be certain that their : 


own course was consistent. It will be recollected 


that the geatleman from Virginia has declared over : 
and over again, in debate on this floor, that the .. 


House has made no decision upon this question, 
ard that there was no Hou’eto make a decision; 
yet that gentleman had introduced resolutions in 


that body which ke declared was no House, calling | 


it a House, and calling us the Representatives in 
the Congie-s of the United States. The geatle- 
man’s first resolution, introduced before the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts was called to the. Chair, 
read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Representatives of the Congress 


of the United Siates now assembled, to relieve them- 
selves from the embarrassment and difficulties 
which at present obstruct the erganization of the 


House, wiil proceed, by the Acting Clerk, to call 
the names of gentlemen whose rights to seats are ` 


not disputed or contesied; and, after the names of 
such members are all called, and before they pro- 


ceed to elect a Speaker or other officer, or to orga- | 


nize in any manner, they shall, provijed there be 
a quorum of such present, hear and decide upon all 


| eredentials, certificates, or commissions of persons ' 
claiming seats in the House of Representatives under _ 
the Con-titution cf the United States and the laws — 


of the respective States. 
Here the gentleman confesses that we were at 


that time the ‘Representatives of the Congress of |! 
the United State-;?’ and in the latter part of the ; 
resolution ke speaks of the di:puted members as ` 
“claiming seats in the House of Represeniat.ve-;” i, 
and he grants that House the power, by hiş reso!u- ia 
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tion, to “hear and decide” upon all credentia!s, 
cetiifica‘es, and c-mmissicns, of persons claiming 
sea's. Here, then, the gentleman granted that the 
Heuse could exercive judicial power at the time 
he submitted his resolution, because. he made it, or 
attempted to make it, the duty of the House, by 
his resolution, to “hear and decide” upon the ere- 
dentials, certificates, or ceémmi-sions, of the five 
members from New Jersey. This was the ground 
taken by the gentleman from Virginia in, the first 
instance; and he (Mr. R.) with this resolution be- 
fore him, and with other propositions which had 
been made to the House before him, had submitted 
a proposition to the House at a later period in the 
fullowing words: 

Resolved, That the House will proceed to call 
the namıs of gentlemen whose rights to seats are 
not disputed or contested; and alter the names of 
such members are called, and before a Speaker is 
elected, they shall, provided there be a quorum of 
snch present, then hear and adjuilge upon the elec- 
lions, returns, and qualifications of all claimants 
to the seats contested on this floor. 

This resolution, as he had stated at the time of 
introducing it, was substantia'ly the same as that 
presented by the gentleman from Virginia; sub- 
stantially the same as the one presented by a gen- 
tleman from Kentucky; and substantially the same 
asthe one presented at the last session of Con- 
gress by the gentleman from Massachusetts; 
and he did expect that it would meet with 
the support of thore gentlemen. He had 
expected that every one of those gentle- 
men would rally upon this resolution, and 
he never had expected that those gentlemen would 
stand up and oppose, much less had he expected 
that they would rise up here and deny, the doctrines 
set ferchin their own resolutions; and deny that it 
was eiʻher right, proper, constitutional, cr partia- 
meatary for the House to make a decision on the 
question at that time. 

Mr. WISE rose to explain, By the resolution 
of the gentleman from South Carolina, which had 
just been read, the House was to decide on the 
“elections, returns, and qualifications” of claimants, 
and he denied the power of the Ilouse, at that 
stage, to go into the elections. 

Mr. RHETT. The ground the gentleman took 
in his argument was, that we kad no right to adju- 
dicate on this matter, but by his resolution he yieid- 
ed the power to the House to hear and decide upon 
the commissions of all claimants. 

Mr. WISE rose again to explain. He con- 
tended now, as he had contended before, that the 
Clerk was the ministerial officer to compare the 
credentials which the gentlemen from New Jersey 
brought here under the laws of New Jersey; and 
when we deposed the Clerk, we became ihe minis- 
terial officers. We then became the ministerial 
officers to hear the credentials, and decide upon 
them—that is, to decide whether they corresponded 
with the laws of New Jersey; and his position was 
that we could decide nothing else; therefere it 
was, that he had used the terms credentials, certifi- 
ca'es and commissions. 

Mr. RHETT resumed. When this resolution 
of the gentleanan from Virginia was presented, he 
(Mr. R) was asked by a membet of the House 
whether it covered all the papers on the Clerk’s 
table, the certificates of the Governor,the certificates 
of the Secretary of State and all other papers on . 
the subject; and when the gentleman from Virginia 
found that it did cover all these papers, he with- 
drew his resolution. Now, when he (Mr. R.) pro- 
posed his resolution, he made use of the terms 
“elections, returns, and qualifications,’ because 
he thought they were the appropriate terms. He 


: contended that the House bad again and again 


exercised judicial power. When the question in 
regard to the Pennsylvania election came Up; the 
Cierk, by the consent of the House, read the cre- 
dentials on both sides. He did not adjudge 
whether Mr. Inceasout or Mr. Navior was enti- 
ed to the seat, but the House decided that Mr. 
Naylor was entitied to his seat. The gentleman , 
from Virginia bad said on yesterday that Nae a 
teman f.om Pennsylvania (Mr. NavLor) Sg 
not be tarned cut except by @ shies his seat 
thirds; but, sir, how did he get in 
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so firmly, but by the adjudication of this 
House, and that, t00, at a tme when the 
gentleman from Virginia had contended that the 
House could not adjudicate upon any matter, 
fore a Speaker was elected, before the ro'l had 
b-en called over, and before the oath had been ad- 
ministered to the members of the House. Mr. R. 


then read two or three other resolutions, which had | 


been submitted by the gentleman from Virginia at 
different stages of their proceedings before a 


| 


Speaker was elected, in all of which that gentle- ` 


man had used the terms “the House,” or “the 


be- |: 
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held that the House had the power to adjudicate 
upon the question with regard to the New Jersey 
members; and havirg done it, it was not competent 
fer the House to bring up the same proposition 


ain. 
a r. CHAPMAN obtained the floor, and moved 
that the House take up the motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution for the ad¢ption 


` of rules was laid on the table. 


House of Representatives,” and upon all of these `: 
resolutions the action of the adjudication of the © 


House had been asked. Was it possible that gen- 
tlemen should bring forward proposition after pro- 


position, and ask us to decide upon them, if we | 


were not a House, and had not the power 
to adjudicate ¡upon any question? Was it 
possible that gentlemen would be guilty of 
the absurdity of bringing forward proposi- 


tion after proposition, which they believed the | 
House had no power to decide; for it will be re- . 
collected that nearly all these propositions were | 


brought forward by those gentlemen who held that 
this body had no judicial power to determine the 
matter presented to it. 

He had no-desire to condemn the course of cer- 
tain gentlemen, with regard to their course on this 
question; but if he might be permitted te express an 
opinion, he would say, without,besitation, that they 


| Would be the effect of withdrawing it. 


had exhibited but very little parliamentary skill. |: 


The had this matter in their own hands-—they had 
a clear majority in the first instance in favor of the 
members from New Jersey, holding the Gover- 
nor’s certificates. Then how was it, that when 
they came to a vote, there was a tie upon the 
question? He would tell gentlemen how it hap- 

ned. When the members of this House first as- 


sembled here, they only looked to the abstract con- | 


stivutional principle; and by so doing, there was a 
majority in favor of the New Jersey members 
taking their seats upon the returnsof the Gover- 


nor; but when gentlemen threw so much embar- : 
rassment in the way, and went on from one step t) | 


another without coming to any decision, the minds 
of many gentlemen here began to turn away from 
the abstraction, and look into the right and equity 
of the matter. There was no doubt if gentlemen 
had marched up to the question at once, they 
would have hada majority in their favor, but by 
sheer bad management and want of parliamentary 
skill, they had lost from ten to fifieen votes. And 
even at the last moment, when victory was still 
within their grasp, the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Wire] and his friends were defeated by his 
unskilfalness in submitting the question, having 
offered an affirmative proposition, . instead of a ne- 
gative, and losing it by a tie vote. 

Again: a proposition had been brought before 
the House by the gentleman from Virginia, “Thet 
the credentials of Messrs. Aycricc, MAXWELL, 
Haustep, Stratvoy, and Yorge, are sufficient to 
entitie them to seats now, leaving the question of 
contes'ed elections to be afterwards decided by the 
House.” Weil, be (Mr. R.) had voted for this 
resolution, although it was rejected by the House; 
and when he voted for it, be intended to stand by 
it. But what_was the course of gentlemen on the 
other side? Did they leave the question of con- 
tested elections to be afterwards decided by the 
House? No,sir. They did not. The gentleman 
from Vitginia made a question of membership, by 
asking the Speaker to swear in the New Jersey 
members. In doing this, he did not pretend 
to say that the gentleman did any thing wrong; 
but when he had voted for a proposition 
to leave the question of contested elections to 
be afterwards decided by the House, he would ask 
if it was consistent in the gentleman to refuse to 
Jeave that question to be afterwards decided, and to 
makea question of membership, by asking the 
SPEAKER to swear in those persons. The gentle- 
man from Virginia had not stood by his own re- 
solution; and with what face could that gentleman 
@harge him with inconsistency. Was he (Mr. R.) 
to be charged with inconsistency, because he stood 

by his resolution; and could not change as some 
others had changed? He trusted not. Mr. R. 


The CHAIR decided that this moticn was not 
now in order. z 

Mr. CHAPMAN appealed from this decision, 
and moved the previous question on the appeal. 

Mr. JAMESON moved to lay the appeal, and 


the questions connected with it, on the table; but | 


was understood to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. TURNEY inquired of the Crisr, whether 
it was in his power to withdraw the resolution 
which the gentleman from Virginia, according to a 
previous understanding, moved for him, and what 

He wished 
to know whether it would rot leave before the 
House the motion of the gentleman from Alabama 
[Mr. Cnapman] to reconsider the vote laying on 
the table the resolution for adopting the rules, 

Mr. WISE thonght the resolution having been 
received by the House, could not be withdrawn, 
without its consent. 

A desultory discussion on the point f order here 
ensued, in which Mes:rs. CHAPMAN, BELL, 
TURNEY, WISE, and others, took part; when, 

Mr. TURNEY asked permission of tne Hous 
to withdraw his resolution. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina called Mr. 
Turney to order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE observed that there was no 
question of order. Toe House was without rules, 
and therefore, no question of order could be raised. 
He now submitted to the Crain this proposi- 
tion; whether a motion to adopt rules for 
tie government of the p-oceedings of the House, 
did not override atl questions of order? 1 now, 
(said Mr. D.) propose that we adopt the rules of 
the last House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER said the question before the 
House was, whether the gentleman from Tennes- 
a should have leave to withdraw his resolution; 
an 


The question was then taken on granting to Mr. | 


Tourney leave to withdraw his resolution, and it 
was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. CHAPMAN then rose and asked what was 
the question before the House? 

Mr. EVANS of Maine having risen at the same 
time, the Speaker Said the gentleman from Maine 
was entitled to the floor, Mr. Evans then pro- 
ceeded to address the House at some length, contend- 
ing that there could be no question before the House, 
until the gentleman claiming seats from New 


| Jersey were sworn, and that the Speaker was 


wrong in receiving any motion whatever, excepts 
ing this motion respecting the qualification of the 
New Jersey members, Mr. Evans having pro- 
ceeded at some length, 

Mr. CHAPMAN called him to order, and said 
that he had no right to address the House on the 
question of swearing the New Jersey memters, 
when the only question that could be in order, was 
his motion for a reconsideration. 

Mr. EVANS, by the decision of the Cuar in his 
favor, continued his remarks for some time, when 
he was again interrupted on the point of order. 

Mr. CHAPMAN appealed from the cecision of 
the Crair, and reduced his point of order and ap- 
peal to writing, as follows: 

T call the gentleman from Maine to order for 
this—he is out of order in attempting to speak at all 
on the question, which is thi:: “The member from 
Alabama makes a motion to reconsider a vote 
which the Crarr decides out of order, from which 
the member from Alabama takes an appeal, and 
calls the previous question.” i 

_ Mr. HUBBARD called for the previous ques- 
sonr and 

‘er some remarks from Messrs. 
and EVANS, PARMAN 

Mr. CHAPMAN askel leave to withdraw his 
resolution and appea'; which, on taking the gues- 
tion, was agreed to, _ 


{ 
j 
H 
i 
3 


a — 
— 


Messrz. EVANS and CHAPMAN then both 
rising at the same time, and claiming the floor, - 

The SPEAKER syd that the genileman from 
Maine rose in his seat, and the gentleman from 
Alabava rose in the aisle; the gentleman from 
Maine, therefore, was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. EVANS then continued his remarks for a 

nis, when , 
CM RIVES rose to a point of order. He wished 
to know what question was before the House. 

The SPEAKER tepled that no question was 
before the House. 

Mr. RIVES said he would then submit to the 
Catz whether the gentleman from Maine could 
make aspeech when there was no question before 
the House? 

The SPEAKER said the gentieman from Maine 
hed the floor and might submit a resolution. 

Mı. EVANS said there was a question before 
the House, and that was, Shall the New Jersey 
members be sworn? 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked the Ciar if this 
was the question tefore the House, and whether 


| the Speaker had put any such question, 


The SPEAKER said that, feeling some doubts 
as to the propriety of swearing in those gentlemen, 
he had stated the d'fticulty to the House, and said 
that it would te a question for the Flouse to dc- 
cide; but he had propounded no question. 

Mr. TURNEY then wished to know how the 
gentleman from Maine could go on with his 
speech, when there was no question before the 
House. 

Mr. EVANS said that as he was about to sub- 
mit a resolution, he would do it now, and that 
would go to the very qucst on he contended was 
before the House. 

Mr. E. then submitted his resolution, as follows, 
after which he centinned his remarks at some 
length: 

Resolved, That the Speaker now preceed to swear 
in the members from New Jersey, who produce the 
legal certificate or commission according to the 
laws of New Jersey. 

Mr. SHERROD WILLIAMS then rose and 
observed, that it was net his purpose at this time 


| to enter into a discussicn of a subject already ex- 
L hausted. 


But he would submit to g-ntlemen 
whether the debate had not been protracted long 
enough, and whether it would not be better, by 
general consent, to take the vole on the proposi- 
tion of the genileman from Maine. This subject, 
Mr. W. said, had been discussed over and over 
again; every gentleman who wished to speak on it, 
had had an opportunity of doing so, and some had 
spoken several times. He hoped, therefore, that, 
by general consent, the debaʻe wouid now cease, 
and the question be taken. It was high time, in 


i his opinion, that they shouid organize the House, 
' and procecd to the transaction of the public kusi- 
| ness. 


Mr. W. thea move] the previous questi n 
on Mr. Evans’s resolution. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON mored to lay the pre. 
vious question on the table. 

Tre SPEAKER said that the geatleman fron 
Kentucky [Mr. Wi trams] had called for the pre- 
vious question on the resolution of the gentleman 
from Maine, and the gentleman from Teanessee 
{Mr. C. Jonnson] had moved to lay the motion for 
that question cn tke table. The Crair was of 
opinion that these questions could not be filed on 
each other, and therefore, the motion of the gen’le- 
man from Kentucky was first in order. 

Mr. TURNEY then moved for a call of the 
House, and the yeas and nays having been called 
for, and ordered on that motion, the question was 
taken by them, and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 148, nays 58. 

The call of the House was then procceded with; 
after which, the number of absentees reported were 
ordered to be sent for by a vote of the House. l 

The absentees appearing, with the exception of 
those members who were excused in consequence 
of indispesition, , 

On motion of Mr. JAMESON, the further pro- 
ceedings under the call were dispensed with. 

Mr. EVANS then modified his resolution, so a3 
toread that the members present of the Twenty-sixth 
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Con:ress, request the Speaker to swear in the New 
Jersey members. ; 

Mr. TURNEY renewed the call for the previous 
question on Mr. Evans’s resolution, and the call 
having been seconded by the House, the main ques- 
tion was put, “shall the resolution pas:?” and it 
was decided in the negative—yeas 112, nays 116, 
as fo'luws: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon H. 
Anderson, Andrews, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Black, Bund, Botts, 
Rriggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Cathoun, John Campbell, 
Witham B. Camptell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Col- 
quitt, James Cooper, Mark, A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cran- 
ston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, G. Davis, Dawson, De- 


berry, Dennis, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, : 


Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, 
Habersham, Tali, Win S. Hastings, Henry, John Hill of Virginia, 
Ogden Hoffman, George W. Wopkins. Hiram P. Hunt, 
James, Charles Johnston, William Cost Johnson, King, Law- 
rence, Lincoin, Marvin, Mason, Mercer, Mitchell, Monroe, 
Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Paten, 
Peck, Pope. Proffi:, Randall, Randolph, 
Ridgway, Russell, S:ltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, 
Truman Smith, Sanly, 


Rariden, Rayner, | 


Sworrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy . 


Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- | 


wood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Edward D. White, John 
White, Thomas W. Williqns, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, © H. Williams, 8. Wiltiams, and Wise—112. 
NAYS—Messrs. a Alien, Hugh J. Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Brirne, Blackwell, Bovd, Brewster, Aaron 
V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, W. O. Buter, S H. Butler, 
Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Cliftord, Coleg, 
Connor, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
John W. Davis, De la Montanya, Doan, Doig, Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely. Fine, Fisher, Fioyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Griffin. Hammond, Hand, 
John Hastings, Hawkies, John Hill of N. C. Hillen, Hole- 
man, Holmes, Hook, Howard, Wubbard, Thomas B. Jackson, 
Jamesor, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leenard, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montg.mery, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsay, Reynoids, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, 
Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, A’bert Smith, John 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweatner, Steenrod, Sirong, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip 


T. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. : 


Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, and 
Henry Williams—L16. 


So the House refused to permit the gentlemen 
who were commissioned by the Governor of New 
Jersey to be sworn. 

Mr. HOFFMAN said he had prepared a resolu- 
tion, which he was about tc submit to the House, 
which embodied the wishes cf a large majority of 
its members, as recently expressed to him by many 
of them. He remembered how anxious the gen- 
teman from Maryland [Mr. Tuomas] was to have 
rules adopted, fcr the purpose of guiding the House 
in its. proceedings, and thr Sreaxer in his decisions. 
Several others of the gentlemen of the Administra- 
tion party we e equally anxious, and teir object 
was only to have them adepted, fur the purpose of 
preserving the decorum of debate, and for relieving 
the new Speaker from the responsibility and embar- 
rassment the wantcf them cccasioned. There was 


ou covert purpose concealed behind these avowed | 


objects. They had nothing in view but to establish 
a szt ef rules fcr the purposes they had mentioned, 
and he h2d no doubt, therefore,’ bat the res: lution 
he was about to offer, would meet their support. 

. Mr. H. would observe, however, that there were 
many of these rules that were warring w'th the 
wishes of a majority of the members; and if they 
were, in a body, once adopted, gentlemen wou'd 
see how impossible it would be toget any of them 
changed, because a change could only be cffected 
by a vote of twe-thirds. He had therefore pro- 
posed a resolution to adopt the rules of the fast 
House temporarily, untila report could be made on 
them by a commi'tze, with the exception of 
the 11th ru'e, which he proposed to strike out. Mr. 
H. thea cffered the following resclu ion, and moved 
the previous question cn it. 

Resolved, That the standing rules and orders of 
the last House of Representatives, except the lith 
rule, bz adopted as the rules and order of proceed- 
ing of this House for the ensuing ten days; that the 
rules and orders. be referred to a committee, with 
instructions to report such amendments of the said 
rules and orders as they may deem expedient. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL inquired of the gentleman 
from New York what the 11th rule was that he 
proposed to have s‘ricken out? 

Mr. HOFFMAN replied that it was the rule 

re:cribing the viva vece manner of voting in elect- 
lag officers of the House. f TE 

Mr. CRAIG acked if an amendment to the rro- 
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lution would be in order after the previous question 
was moved? 

Tne SPEAKER said that, under the parliamen- 
tary law, by which only the House was now gc- 
verned, a motion for the previous question did not 
cot off amendments. A motion to amend the re- 
solution would, therefore, be in order. 


Mr. CRAIG then moved to amend the resolution: 


by striking out the words “with the exception of 
the 1łth rule.” 

Mr. BELL offered an amendment to strike out 
the 40th and 4ist rules in relation to the previous 
questicn, which, as it now stood, was liable to great 
objections. He did not wish to do away with this 
principle altogether, but wished it referred to a 
committee to undergo certain modifications. 

Mr. FILLMORE also offered an amendment, 
the effect of which the reporter did not understand; 
but it was subsequently withdrawn by Mr. F. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS said that he was one 
of the number of those who entertained the opinion 


; that it was not necessary, at this time, to go into a 


diseussion of the propriety of modifying the rules 
under which they had ected for the last two 
sessions, withfregard to the manner of putting 
the previous question. He would now contéit 
himself with saying that, after experiencing 
much inconvenience from the want of them, 
the House found it necessary te adopt the rules 
which the gentlemen from Tennessee proposed to 
dispense with. Mr. T. thought that now was not 
the time to go into a ecnsideration of these rules, 
and that the House would find it much mote to its 
ecnvenience to take them as they existed at the 
last session of Congress. To get ata decision of 


| the question—to get the majority with him—he 


| would mave to lay on the table the resolution of 


the gentleman from New York, together with the 
amendments that had been offered to it, for the 


| purpose of submitting, as a substitute for it, a reso- 


lution providing for the adoption of the rules as 
they stood at the last session. If the Cmr would 
Jook at the parliamentary law, he would find that a 
moticn tolay on the table bat precedence of a mo- 
tion for the previcats question. 

Mr. BELL observed that if it should be so de- 
cided by the Cmair that the motion to lay on the 
table had the precedence, and that motion should 
prevail, he should then object to the gentleman 
from Maryland offering his substi‘ute; because, 
by the parliamentary law, you cannot adopt the 
substance of the same preposition that was laid on 
the table. ` 

Mr. JAMESON observed that, according to the 
doctrine laid down by the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, the resclaton of the gentleman from New 
York could not be adopted, for the substance of it 
had been laid on the table, and the gentleman and 
his party had pertinacious'y refused this morning 
to take it up. Nay, there was an appeal of the 
gentleman from Alabama from the decision of the 
Cuain, that the motion to reconsider the vote on 
Jaying this very resolution on the table could not 
be taken up. But all this (Mr. J. sait) was fo- 
reign to the subject. It was absurd to suppose 
that they could not. adept rules f r their govern- 


| ment because points of order might be interyo:ed. 


He was of the opinion that they had the right to 
adopt rules for their'government at any time, from 
the very necessity of the case. 

Mr. MERCER made a few observations, giving 


| his opiniens on the subject of order. 


Mr. DAVIS of Indiina offered as a substitute 
to Mr. Horrman’s resolution, a resolut'on provid- 
ing for the adoption of the rules of the lest Hi uce 
of Representatives, until otherwise ordered by a 
majority of the Howe. 


The SPEAKER said that the motion of the gen- || 


teman from Indiana was not in order, as the ques- 
tion was on the amendment of the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Crata.] : 
Mr. BELL here withdrew his motion for amend- 
ment, anl i 
Mr. CRAIG called for the yeas and nays on tke 
verjon. ; . 
Mr. BELG then addressed the House at leneth 
in opposition to Mr Craigs amendment, appeal- 
ing to Ihe g ntlewen af the Sate Rights party to 
assist him in de-troying the vira vore privilege of 


viva voce principle of voting. 


; vania. 


voting, which he looked upon as a species of Ex- 
ecullve whip to be applied to the members on this 
ficor. One of these gentlemen the cther day stated 
that there had been for several years past too much 
Executive action felt in this Governmnnt, and he 
would appeal to that gentleman, and those who 
thought with him, to seize this first opportunity of 
striking a blow at Executive influence. He looked 
upon this viva voce principle as one of the most 
powerful engines of Executive influence, and it 
was essentially important that it should be de- 
stroyed. Eveiy man who had been in this House 
for the last five or six years, must have seen the 
a'arming increase of Executive influence, and Ex- 
ecutive patronage, and the alarming contro] which 
par'y discipline and party dri:] had over the members 
of this House. Hecatled upon gentlemen of the 
State Rights party to join him in destroying this 
dangerous agent of Executive influence. 

Mr. PETRIKIN observed that he, as one of the 
Democratic members of the House who had been 
alluded to by the gentleman from Tennessee as be- 
ing acted upon by Executive influence, fell himseif 
cal'ed upon indignantly to repel the insinuation. 
Though he did not pretend to contend with the gen- 
teman from Tenzessee in eloquence and argu- 
ment, he neither admitted him nor any other mem- 
ber to be his superior in firmness of purpose or 
devotion to the best interests of the country. He 
had listened to the gentleman while he was chaig- 
ing the party with which he had acted with being 
operated on by Executive influence, with surprise 
and indignation, and as far as he himself wes con- 
cerned, he proncunced the charge to be untrue in 
point of fact. Mr. P. said he boldly declared it to 
be his belief that the viva voce principle of voting 
was the true Republican principle, and that the 
man who feared openly to express to his constitu- 
ents all h's votes, was not fit to te a Representa- 
tive in Congress; he should be thrust out of the 
hall. Mr. P. said that the first motion he ever 
made, when he first came here, fresh from his nz- 
tive State of Pennsylvania, was to establish this 
He was not listened 
to, and perhaps it was because he was. not in the 
habit of occupying the time of the Howe 
in ‘brawling speeches; but he had. made the 
motion because the principle he sought to 
establish prevai'ed in the Legislatu'e of Pennsyl- 
The 1e;-Tesentatives ı f the people.there are 
too proud (Mr. P. said) tv skulk behird the ballot 
boxes. No; they never fear to let their consti‘uents 
know in what way they give their vetes. What! 
(said Mr. P.) am I, and the party with which I act, 
uncer Executive influence? Are we under. any 
other influence than that of our cons''tuents. Ne, 
sir; I retort the charge, and ask if it is not d sap- 
pointed ambition-—the mortificstion of a defeated. 
patty, which powerfully influences tsose who now 
seck to destroy the viva voee principle? I ask if it 
is not the coward fear of walking up to the cha'k, 
and openly proclaiming their votes to their consti- 
tuent:, that operates on them? Ido not say (cor- 
tinred Mr. P.) that they are operated on by such 
influences; but I do say, tbat it is as fair for us to 
mwake such charges against them, as fcr them to 
charge us with teing under Executive influence. 
Sir, (:aid Mr. P.) the charge made by the gent'e- 
man from Tennessee, is equiva'ent to a charge of 
perjury and fraud—of treason to cur constitasnts— 
and I therefore indignant'y repel it. 
` Mr. PICKENS observed that, as he had been 
particularly appealed to by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. BELL,] he desired to make a very 
few remarks on the tepics to which he had al- 
luded. He [Mr. Bett] appealed to those gentle- 
men who announced the sentiment on this floor that 
there had been, hrretofore, too much Executive ac- 
tion in this Government, and besought them to 
aid him in destroying one of the mest powerful en- 
gines of Executive influence; and asked where th.t 
role containing the viva voce principle of voting 
iis origin? Mr. P. took pride in answering the 
gentleman’s question. The firsttime he (Mr. P.) 
recoliected that the rule was introduced, was in 
the session of 1834 and 1€35, ihe pea gma 
dered by the mes! int Higent and patr! : 
the Sonti that there i too. much Executive acs. 
tion on the Government, Tt was whei the gens 


70 
uleman himself was: jin the Spraker’s chair, that 
the party of the Executive, with which he acted, 
and of which he was the acknowledged head, had 
that tremeadous majority here, which seemed des- 


tined then to sweep over all the dearest righ's of | 


the country. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Bett] then acted in concert with that great party 
whose strong organization trampled, without re- 
morse, over a vanquished minority. He recol- 
lected those times well, and felt the power of the 
organization which the gentleman from Tennessee 
was then suppes:d to support. He is the last man 
that ovght to ask when this viva voce question was 


introduced. I voted at that time, said Mr. P. against ` 


this viva voce principle of votiag, preferring the old 
fashioned Republican priccip'e of voting by ballot, 
and when I am called upon to vote on this subject, I 
shall vote for that principle again—butI shall not 
do it for the reasons the gentleman has offered. 
Does he suppose that I am to be overawed by Ex- 
ecutive influence? Does he suppose that I am gc- 
verned by any other principle than the interests of 
my constituents? Was there not an influence now 
much more to be dreaded than that of the Execu- 
tive on the members of this House? We have 


had, said he, a convention lately, crzaniz-d under : 


a combination of three powerful and dangerous in- 


fluences, one of which was that of the banks’ inte- . 
rests, that boded much more danger to the people : 


of this country than any the gentleman had alluded 
to. Sir, that party organization, produced by such 
a ccnventicn, he looked vpon as more terrible in 
its sway, at this juncture, than any other. Mr. P. 
said that he would always vote for the ballot sys- 
tem, becau:e he bel:eved it to be the most republi- 
can; bat he thought it a direct insult to this House 


to suppese that there would be members here who | 


would be mean enough to give their votes one way 
wader one system of voting, and another way un: 
der another. He remembered th? scenes of the 
last night of the session of °34-"35, when the three 
million appropriation was under consi 'eration, 
and the conduct of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
then the head of the great Jackson party in 
this House, on that occasion, and he thought 
that the gentleman was the last man who 
ought ever to talk of Exccn'ive influence. He 
trembled when he thought what might arise from 
extraneous ir finences brought to bear upon the in- 
dependence of this House. As far as the ircn sway 
of Executive control is concerned, thank God ! we 
have the prospect ofa change. We have princi- 
ples avoured, embracing the great doctrines of the 
Constiiulion. We havea prospect of reform and 
regeneration. It is folly and madness to attempt 
to reform this Government by mer. You must 
have great measures. If you wish to strike at the 
accumulation of power in this Government, or in 
the Executive, strike at the fiscal action of the 
Government: reform that, and you reform men. 
The most we now have to dread is from those mo- 
neyed combinations throughout the country, con- 
nected with conventions for political pu:poses, 
ċalculated to bring down the independence of in- 
dividuals and of this House at their mercy, and 
to absorb all society in one consolidated interest 
for the benefit of the few, and at the expense cf the 
many. 
Mr. VANDERPOEL said he, too, had the honor 
of being a member of this House five years ago, 
when this proposition, that all elections of cfficers 
by the House should be made viva voce, was intrc- 
duced; and he had the further honor of partici- 
pating in the debates on that subject. So important 
did he deem this rule, which his colleague [Mr. 
Horrman] proposed to exclude from the code, that 
he would vote against the adoption of the entire 
code unless this viva voce provision were retained. 
Nor would he consent to adoptthe very liberal and 
magnanimous suggestion of his colleague, when he 
told us that we might now adopt a'l but the ele- 
venth rule, and then introduce the viva voce provi- 
sion as an independent proposition. He knew 
well what the consequence would be if this course 
were adopted. Days, weeks, and, peradventure, 
months, wou'd be wasted here in the discussion of 
this proposition, and no decision would be made till 
after the electi:ns should have been had, which 
gave the rule a practica] character. He meant the 


| 


' adopting a rute afier the mischief ag 
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election of Clerk, Printer, and all the other officers 
of the House. It was, indeed, a great favor on the 
part of his colleague, to give us the privitece of 
amst which it 
was designed to provide was pers e:rated. 

Sir, said Mr, V. are we wiser than our fathers? 
Did they not ceem it important, with a view to our 
accountability, to provide by a sacred constitutional 
provision, that “the yeas and nays of the members 
of ci her House, on any question, should, at the 
desire of one-fi:th of tho:e present, be entered on 
the journal?” Upon evry question, then, that comes 
befure usin our legislative capacity, no matter how 
iasigniticant, one-fitth of this House can hold up 
the other four-4fiths to the gaze of their const tu- 


. ents. Was it, then, in accordance with the spirit 


of the Constitation to sku!k under the ballot, when 
we entered upon the great and responsible work of 
electing officers fur this House, even to the office 
of Speaker? It had been said that the people of this 
country, our constituents, voted by ballot, and that 
they regarded this, not only as their privilege, but 


` their right, and that the Commoners of Eng- 


` should meet with their fuilest approbation. 


land were now contending for this great 
principle. All this was very true; but did 
ngi gentlemen see, in reference to this qaes- 
tion, a manifest difference be!ween voting in an 
individuel, and in a representative capacity. When 
the people undertook to exercise the great and ir- 
valuable right of suffrage, they entered upon a work 
of their own; they were then doing their own busi- 
ness, and no one had a rightto inga're how they exe- 
cuted that business. But every vote we gave here, 
we gave ina representative capacily. We were the 
creatures of our creaters, and who but our con- 
stituents were our creators? We were agents, and 
who but the peop'e were our principals? Respons'- 
bility from the agent to the principal was dictated 
by every consideration of regard for integrity and 
justice; and he would enter his protest against an 
innovation which lost sight of the great principle, 
that it was right and impor‘aat that our doings 
here should be open, daylight doings, such as our 
constituents could see, either for praise or condem- 
nation. He never could, undey these views, con, 
sent to expunge the 11th rule. 

Mr. WELLER dd nct intend to detain the 
House long with the few remarks he was about to 
make. He considered the question to te so sim- 
ple, that tut little needed to Le said to illustrate it; 
and therefore, what he was atout to say, would re- 
fer principally to his own c ure on tsis Occasion. 
He intended, as long as he remained a Repiesenta- 
tive of the people, tat they should see the manner 
in which he sustained himself io bis repr. sentative 
capacity, for he was not afraid to let his constitu- 
ents be the judges of his conduct here. Nay, he 
was anxicus that they shou'd know the manner in 
which he discharged his duty to them, as he would 
dis/ain to act as ther agent, unless his conduct 

He 
who acts as an agent, (said Mr. W.) should be ac. 
countable to his principal; and, therefore, the re- 
ccrds cf this Houte should show how the agents of 
the people discharged the trusis confided to them. 
He stood here nei-her under Executive influence, 
nor under the influence cf banks. He thanked God 
he had no influences to operate on him tut the in- 
fluences of those who sent him here; and with 
them he weuld always be ready to make a 
prompt settlement cf their mutual accourts. 
Why shouid it be said that those who prefer the 
viva voce system of voting were under Executive 
influence? Fle did not fear the Execut:ve, or that 
he would attempt an improper influence over the 
members of this Huuse. If there was such a man 
on this floor, let him avow it. He did not believe 
that this Executive or his predecessor was a tyrant 
or ww per. Ee knew that it had been so charged 
in the columns of a corrupt press, but the pzople 
of the country had pronounced the charge to be 
fa'se anıl unfounded. He was under no such in- 
flu: nce hin se.f—he stood here as a Representative 
of the people, fearing no influence whatever, and 
he was net to be deterred from the course his 
judgment approved, by violent poundings on the 
desks or a flourish of arms. There m'ght be men 
hee who possessed more physical power than 
hmself, and, by pounding of desks and violent ges- 


- ecutive te'd up a whip over this House. 


might altract more notice; but these 
would never deter him from the courte 
h.s judgment approved. He repeated, that he wes 
uuder no influence either of the Executive or of 
the banks, and therefore wished every vote le 
gave to be openly proclaimed to the whole wert, 

Mr. BRIGGS said a few words in reply to Mr. 
VANDERPOEL, and referred to the cases in the Con- 


ticulation, 
appliances 


' stitution where the ballot system of voting was 
a: 


rescribed, arguing, from thence, that that system 
was more in accordance with Republican principles 


` and was sancticned by the framers of the Consti- 


tution. 

Mr. CRAIG said, he did net comprehend the ap- 
plicability of the remark of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Betr,]—the remark that the Ex- 
By what 
part of the Executive was it held up? Was it by 
the President, or some of h's subordinates—the 
heads of Departments, or by what other brarch of 
the Executive? For hisown pait, (said Mr. C ) 
he was unconscious of any such influence as that 
indicated by the figure of “he whip,” except that 
which came from his constituents. To them, and 
to them alone, he acknowledged himself to Le ie- 
spon idle. The constituent body, and they alone, 
had aright to ioflct la-hes upon the members of 
this House. The members of this House were the 
mere agents of the people who had elected them, 
and sent them here as their Representatives. By 
consequence, it was the r ght of the people to know 
all ther actings asd do.ngs in this hall. How 
could the people approve or condemn, of our deeds 
were conce:l-d from therm? 

Mr. C. further said, there was but one class of 
the community in wh:se political honesty he had 
much econfidence—that was that great class made 
up of the agriculturists, mechanics, manufacturers; 
in a word, that great cla s who lie at the founda- 
tion of society, and whose labors supply the fruits 
upon which we all live, and are made comfortabie. 
Every day’s experience and observation seemed 
but to confirm him in the opinion that there was,no 
way of preserving our Repubican institutions but 
by keeping the conduct of the members of this 
House fully open to the inspection of the people. 
They, in the mass, are honest—they are virtuous— 
they have no interest in e:ror, and they will not 
knowingly permit their liberties to be bartered 
away under Executive influence, or in any other 
way. What cth:rmotive can suggest the secret 
mode of vo'ing by ballot, instead of the opsn mode, 
“viva voce,” but a wish to conceal our acts from 
our constituents? It is not the dread of responsi- 
-bility to the Executive, but of responsibility to the 
constituent body, that induces a preference of 
the secret mode. 

Let, said Mr. C. the idea generally obtain that 
the House of Representatives may conceal them- 
selves from the view of their constituents, and, in 
his best judgment, the way will have been paved 
to the downfall of popular liberty. 

At the polls each individual voter stands as one 
of the independent elements of Government—irre- 
sponsible to any person or authority whatsoever. 


| The mode of voting in the primary elections may 


therefure be supported by many strong arguments, 
but not one of these arguments is applicable to the 
Representative. He is an agent, and responsible to 
bis employers. The voter at the polls is indepen- 


; dent, and ought, it might be said, to have the 


means, if he wished to do so, of concealing for 
whom he had voted. 

Forme.ly, the mode of electing cfficers in the 
Legislature of Virginia was by ballot; but recently, 
in a change of the constituticn of that State, that 
mode had been repudiated’. At this time, ali elec- 
tions, whether in the Legislature or among the pec- 
ple, are conducted on *the viva voce mode. This is 
the favorite mode of that State, and it cannet, it 
seemcd to him, occasion any surprise that her Re- 
E should be in favor of its adoption 

ere, 
_ Aficr some remarks from Mr. WISE, in opposi- 
tion to the amendment, 


Mr. BYNUM expressed his regret at her ring 
gentlemen descant in the old way about Executive 
influence and Executive patronage. He hoped had 
that the events of the lasi five cr six years would 
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have targht the gen'lemen a lesson. Wh t Execu> | 
tive influence did the gent'eman from Tennessee | 
allude to? He was the list man on earth who | 
ought to talk on sach a sabject. That gentleman | 
himself stood on tiis floor side by side with the do- | 
minant party, sustaining Executive influence and 
Executive power, durivg the highest excitements of 
party. These charges have been made time after 
time, for political effect, for the last five or six 
years; and never had there been a sing’e charge ve- 
rifed. Sir (said Mr. B.) the idea that we should 
not vote vira voce, through fear of Executive influ- ` 
ence, is rdiculous. Tne genileman from Tenn: s- 
see had mistaken the influence. If there was any 
lash more than another that a Representative shou'd 
fear, it was the lash of his constituents, as was 
stated by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Craig] That was the fear; and it was the 
f-ar of his consti'uents, who were nct here to 
watch his course, that made the viva voce princi 
ple objec ionable to those who wished to mis- 
represent them. H+ would confidently ask 
every member present if he ever knew cf any Re- 
presentative who deserted the interests of his con- 
stituents in consequence cf Executive influence. 
What had been the events of the last ten years, 
a.d what were the changes in the principles of 
members that they had witnessed? Had these 
changes been in favor of the Execative? On the 
contrary, had not all of them been in Opposition to 
the Administration. When he first came into 
Coagress there was a majority o° thirty or foriy in 
this House in favor of the Administration, but | 
thee were influences more potent than that 
of the Executive at werk, by which that 
major ty, before the close of the session, was 
dwindled down to twenty or thirty. When 
we arrived herea few years hence, there was an 
Administration majority of twenty-five or thirty. 
What changes were there the in favor of the Ex- 
ecutive? None, sir. Exacily the reverse. Tnose 
who changed, and there were many of them, went : 
against the Execative. At tbe last election of 
Speaker, that officer was elected by a majority of 
thirteen votes; but befcre the clcse of that session 
the Administraticm party wasin the minority. Let 
me tell gentlemen, said Mr. B. a fact worthy of 
their notice. Go where you will, there is com- 
laint—-'oud complaint among the people,that their 
presentatives have misrepresented their will. 
Now there was one strong reison why the vira 
voce principle of volirg should be retained; and 
that is, ia this widely extendel country the 
constituents of some of the members, living ata 
great distance from them, (in some instances two 
thousand miles,) would find it impossible 
otherwise to know how they had discharged the 
trusts confited to them. What is the gentleman 
about to do? said Mr. B. Is he avempting to do 
that which will give the people an opportunity of | 
kaowing what the'r Representatives are doing? : 
No, sir; he is for permitting them to vote on the 
Secret ptineip'e, in order that they may conceal 
their votes from those whose agents they are; and 
some of whom, living at a distance of two thou- 
sand miles, may never hear how their vot-s have 
been g:ven.. Mr. B. said he had heard the charges 
of Executive corruption and Excutive patronage 
until it had sickened and disgusted «very honest | 
man. The peop’e understood the matter; and, 
notwithstanding the gentiemen who mace these 
chiges had been asked again and again toyut | 
their finger on a single case of corruption, without || 
be ng ab'e to do so, the stale charge was sull re- 
yeited. Every facility had been cffered to geatle- || 
mea to bring the truth of their charges to light, if ` 
truth existed in them; and yet they were unable to 
venfy a single charge. He had some respect for 
the gentleman from Tencesse:, and therefore he 
would not apply to him the language which his 
uafounded charges and insinuations deserved; but 
he would put i: to that gentleman whether it was 
cons's‘ent with his high standing to repeat such 
charges.as Execuiive corruption and Execative in- 
fluence, without having at least some fonndation 
for then. The people (said Mr B ) want informe- 
tion, not enly cf the doings of the:r wn immed'a e 
Rpre-evta'ives, but of this whole body. They sre | 


; serted from the Demcecratic pat y. 


| ‘agents that were responsible. 


the great Cunserva'ives of the nation, thovgh nut 


the false, treacherous C -nservatives, who have de- 


He could Siy, 
and he was proud of say’nz, that nev.r, in the 


| course of his legislative experience, often as he had 
' heard the charges of Executive influence and Ex- 


ecutive corruption reiterated here and elsewhere, 
never had he seen or heard the slightest proof 
offered to verify the charge. What proef was there 
of it? Genlemen had mace these charges here, 
and had repeated them after they had gone home, 
but the proof was still as far offas ever. The ar- 
gument of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Wise,] with regard to the superior honesty of the 
people, applied with great force in favor of the 
viva voce principle of voting. 
mitted, (said Mr. B.) en all hands, to be more 
honest than their Representatives, and, therefore, 
there is the stronger reason why they should have an 
opportunity of knowing the course they pursue. It 
was all important that the people should know the 
votes given by their agents. It was important that 
they should know not only their principles, but the 
manner they carried them out by their votes; be- 
cause in voting, the principles of men are shown. 
In the State he represented, the people voted by 
ballot, and it was right and proper that they should 
do so in their primary assemblie., because they 


{ 


| 


convince every one of the correctnesss of 
the dcctrine. If this system be not correct, 
the people at this day, when the science of self- 
government is better known and more appreciated 
than at any former period, would soon abandon it, 
and recur to the old and secret manner of 
balloting. 


In the State of Iilinois, this system had been 


` adopted for many years past, and it was found on ex- 


perience to be not only just and right, but also ex- 
tremely popu'ar. He believed no Representative 


__ Of the people of Illinois would attempt a change of 


The people are ad- ` 


there acted as principals; but in the case of a mere , 
agent, as was a Representative, the principle was | 


different; his vote should be given openly, in 
order that those whose agent he was might see 
that kis duty was correctly performed. There 
was ancther reason in favor of the viva 
voce method of voting; and that was, the peo- 
ple are much easier deceived than the Executive. 


He is here at the seat of Government, andcan see | 


what the Representatives are doing; but the people 
at a distance can only know of the votes of their 
agents throngh the publications of the day. Gen- 
tlemen (Mr. B. said) had quoted Eaglish examples 
in favor of abolishing the viva voce method of 
voting. Now he was tired of hearing English ex- 
amples quoted in an American Congress. Were 
the members of the Congress of the United States a 
set of subjects? To whom do we owe all: gianee, but 
to the institutions of our country? And why should 
we fear having our votes proclaimcd to the world? 


= Tne man who was capable of such fear, was a 


disgrace to the seat he occupied. If gentlemen 
weuld look round them, they wou'd see th:t nine- 


>» tenths of those who had charged their positions, 


had been deserters frem the cause of the people, 
and had not changed their course in consequence of 
Execative influence. This, said Mr. B. is my 


this ru!e in our General Assembly. It was due to 
the people they or we represent, to spread on the 
journals our votes in all elections. He hoped the 
intelligence and good scnse of this House would 
not hesitate one moment in the adoption of this rule 
of voting, if other great and important subjects 
were not attached to it. It is saddled with a very 
“deep water” subject of politics. Some gentlemen 
had stated that it would assist the Executive in- 
fluence in this House, which was already too 
great; others contend that bank influence is as great 
and even greater than Executive power in the 
House. 

These subjects ought not to weigh on this pro- 
positicn, and prevent its passage. If this system 
of voting be correct, the maxim of the ancients 
ought to apply, ‘ Let justice be done if the 


i heavens should fall.” 


He cou'd not see in what manner this system 
could aid either the Executive or the bank infla- 
ence. Neither influence would operate on him, 
and he presumed other gentlemen were as inde- 
pendent as ke was. It was only the influence of 
the people that he would regard and bow to; and 


‘| it was the same with all other Representatives, he 


| supposed. 


power for their sovereign act of voting. 


He disagreed with the gentleman from Virginia, 
LMr. Wise,] and others, that the vira voce system 
was the best system for the people, and ballot for 
their Representatives. He thought the reverse 


. was best; that is, ballot for the people, and viva voce 


for their cfficial agents. _ 
The people, he said, are responsible to no a 
he 


_ sovereign power is rightfully lodged with them, 


and they are, by the forms of our Republican Go- 
vernments, enabled to exercise that power without 
any responsibility, except to their own consciences 


` and to the Supreme Being. This being the fact, 


the people have the undoubted right to vote in 
any manner that best pleased them. In the ballot 


: system, the voter could exercise his free will and 


opinion, and I am therefore clearly in favor of :: 


ad: pting such a sysiem of voting as ‘will give the 
people an opportunity of looking into the conduct 
of their Representatives. 

Mr. REYNOLDS having obtained the ficor, 
said he felt a deep interest in thissudject. He had 
bestowed upon it much refi ction, and was clearly 
satisfied it was the proper and correct mode of 
voting to be observed by all Representatives and 
Each gentleman in 


this House, he sail, knows that he does not act for <: 


himself in his cfficial and representative character, 
tut he is here to do the will of those who sent him. 
He is respons:b'e to his constituents, and to no 
other power on earth; and, as he is resporsible, his 
Cfficial acts Gught to be open to the inspection of 
his constituents in all elections. 


To prove, said Mr. R. that this system of voting , 


was the propert and correct mode, he might refer 
gentlemen to all the new States, and many of those 
that had formed new constitutions. Experience 
and enlightened policy have convinced the p2ople 
of the correctness of this doctrine, and, therefure, 
the vira voce system has been incorporated into 
most of the constitutions that have been recently 
formed or amended. Ifhe was not mistaken, this 
rrinciple was found in the constitutions of Michi- 
gan, Arkansas, Tennessee, North Carolina, Vir- 
ginia, and other States in this Union. It was also 
made the rulein cur sister Republic, the Govern- 
ment of Texas. 

I’, sail Mr. R. there con!d exist a doubt in the 
mind of any one on the policy of this measure, the 
experience and enlightened views of atl these Go- 
vernments ovght to dispel those doubts, and 


ji The viva voce system of voting, 
i 


` quite different from his elector. 


—- 


choice better than by vire voce. If he pleased, be 
nezd not ket any one know his political preferences 
or choice. It might happen thata voter was ina 
situation to incur the displeasure of some one, if 


. he should vote viva voce, which by the ballot sys- 


tem he could avoid, and vote his real sentiments 
without any restraint whatever. 

Notwithstanding this view of the subject, many 
entertained a different opinion. In the State of 
Illinois the people, as well as their representatives, 
voted viva voce, and no inconvenience was expe- 
rienced by the public. No injury would ever be 
experienced by the people of Illinois, if they re- 
mained as free, equal, and independent, as they now 


were. 


The situation, he said, of the Representative was 
e was the crea- 
ture of the people. He was the offspring and 
miniature of. his constituents. He was always 
presumed, in theory and practice, to speak their 
voice and sentiment:; and if he did not, he was 
considered guilty of a breach of political faith, and 
violated not only the form, but the substance, of our 
representative system of Government. These 
statements being admitted by all to be self-evi- 
dently true, was it not also jast and proper to 
preserve the evidence and trath of the cflicial acts 
of the Representative? : 

It would be idle and nugatory to make the Re- 
presentetive accountabl: to his constituents, if th: re 
were no evidence or proof preserved of his official 
conduc’. The p'op'e have a rght to have the best 
evi tence of he official acts of their agin S, and that 


d jonrnals of their proceedings, 
wes the records and j he consicer:d, Wy 
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but carrying out the pla n, common sense meaning 
of the Constitation. That instiument cc mpels the 
vote of each member to be recorded on the journal 
of the House, when reques‘ed by one-fif h of the 
members present. Tais was considered one of the 
most wise provisions of the Constitution; and cn 
prac ice and exper.ence for more than half a cen- 
tury, it was h'ghly approved by the pecp'e. Did 
not every one observe with what great anxiety the 
people voked to the journal for the votes of mem- 
bers on all important measures? This, he thought, 
was a practical and commen sense proof of the pro- 
priety of the provision in the Constitution. 

The same princip'e and policy, he said, was 
contained in that instrument, when it prescribes 
tnat the proceedings of Congress shall be open and 
public, with some few exceptions. It was a prin- 
ciple based on these political truths; that the peo- 
ple are sovereign, and their representatives respon- 
sible to them; and to record the votes of members 
in elections by the House, was nothing more nor 
less than carrying out the above principle of a re- 
presentative form of Government. An election 
was often mach more important than any other 
measure, and the people have a right to know what 
vote their representative had given in one case as 
well as in the other. 

The Constitution, he said, also required a jour- 
nal of the proceedings of Congress to be kept and 
published. This journal was a record of the 
facts, read and corrected every morning. This 
provision in the Constitation was a strong argu- 
ment in favor of preserving the votes of members 
in elections, and publishing them to the world. 
As he before observed, he relt an interest in the 
adoption of this system of voting, aad he had no 
particular cbject to answer in its passage except 
ike common good of the country, and the preser- 
vation of a fundamental principle of our Govern- 
ment. 

He had the honor to present a similar resolution 
to the House on the day before Chri-t-nay, 1834; 
and did then, as he now did, support it for the cor- 
rectness and justice of the princip'e itself. There was 
then strong insinuation made, that he introduced it 
for the advancement of the interests of the printers, 
Messrs. Blair and Rives, when the fact was, that 
he scarcely knew either of the gentlemen; and 
neither then, nor now, had either of them the least 
influence on him in that transaction. He acted 
from a conviction that the interests of his constitu- 
ents required it, and to carry out, in his opinion, 
their sentiments and wishes on that subject. 

The course of no gentleman present surprised 
him so much as that of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Wise.] Judging from his actions end 
speeches inthe House, he would be well pleased 
to let his ap know all his official conduct, 
He-does not seem to be willing to be silent on any 
important politicaleecasion. He would have sup- 
posed he would be thefirst on the list of friends of 
the viva voce system. He was, however, mistaken, 
and was sorry for it. N 

Mr. R. said the gentleman [Mr. Wise] was also, 
in his opinion, mistaken in supposing the p:ople 
were the only honest folks in the world. He thought 
the great body of the people were honest, and he 
thought their Representatives in Congress were also 
honest. He did not pretend that the Congressmen 
here before him were like the angels from heaven; 
but he believed they were like other human beings, 
just and honest. Ifthey were dishone-t, the ordeal 
of elections would prove it, and they would be 
permitted to remain at home. He pretended not to 
say that every man who was defeated in an election 
was dishonest. That might be one cause of de- 
feat. 

In 1834, the House were not doing much, and he 
thought a Christmas frolic was nothing am'ss; 
they had one, that lasted for several days. He 
put the resolution in the hopper like a miller would 
his corn, bet it was not ground out’ A though a 
majority wes in its favor, yet it did nct pass, as his 
recollection served him, on account of some of the 
rule of the House requiring two-thirds of the 

members to vete for it. He hoped this motion 

would not meet the same fate—to be lost; but that it 
would suc-eed, and this rule be made the standing 
erder of the Heuse forever. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. PROFFIT commenced with a quotation 
from Shakspeare, which the reporter did not 
hear. He was surprised, he said, that on a 
question as to the manner of voting, that the 
three million appropriation should have been 
brought up by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Pickens] which he thought hal very littte to 
do with the question, He did not know how he 
should vote on this que-ticn; he was in favor of 
the vivavoce principle of voting, and so were the 


peopie of his State; tut if he saw that it wou!'d bz- | 


nefit his party here in any way, he would assuredly 
give his vo'e for the ballot system. He had, how- 
ever, no concealments to make. He was ready to 
say now, that wheiher the vote was taken viva voee 
or by ballot, he wou'd neither vo'e for Mr. Garland 


or for Mr. Blair. He would not vote for Blair any . 


how. His friend from South Carolina [Mr. PickExs] 
had referred to the Harrisburg convention, and 
said that there- was a combination of interes s there, 
one of which was the banking interes'. There 
was ene other interest to which the gentleman al- 
Isded, without naming it, and he should be obliged to 
him if he would say what it was. If the gentleman 


meant the Abolition interest, and a dark ins nua- , 
ion bad teen thrown out in cther quarte‘s that . 


General Harrison was an Abolitionist, he would 
take this occasion to say that it was a base slander. 
Hf the gen'leman meant that the Harristurg con- 
vention was ucder Bank influence, he would 
farther say that that convention was compo-ed of 
as pure and upright men as ever trod the 
earth—as pure as any tə be found in that 
hall. But he would ask if there wee none 
of the members of the Administration patty 
who were under bank influence. How ma- 
ny of the preseat leaders ot the Adminis- 
tration party voted for the Bank of the United 
Siates? He would name a few of them. Here 
Mr. P. gave a list cf the gentlemen who, he said, 
voted for the late Bank of the United States, and said 
be could go on with the list and find more Bank cf 
the United States men among the members cf the 
Administration party than in the Opposition. 
Then, on the subject cf State banks, have we not 
(said Mr. P.) the messages of °34, °35, and °36, 
recommending State banks as the best fiscal agents 
that the Government could employ. The speech 
cf the gentleman from South Carolina, with his 
inuendoes about combinations of interests, re- 


would be in order to do so, he would ask leave to 
introduce a bill for the relief of A.G.S. White. 

Mr. PRESTON gave notice that, at the earliest 
day it would be in order to do so, he would ask 
leave to introduce a biil for the relief of General 
Croghan and General Wocl. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, Dec. 21, 1839. 

Imme ately of the reading of the journal, 

Mr. JACKSON of New York rose and said: 
I observed, in looking over one of the newspapers 


` this morning, that my name was not reported 
` among the yeas and nays on the passage of the re- 
' solution introduced by the gent’cinan from Maine, 
` requesting the SPEAKER to administer the oath to 


the certificate claimants from the State of New 
Jersey. I was present, and voted in the negative. 
I wish to know whether my name is sc recorded 
on the journal. 

The CLERK stated that the gentleman’s name 


> was recorded in the negative. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked leave to submit 


` the resolution moved by him the other day to ap- 


minded him of the fag end of a Democratic . 


stump speech, delivered to a dozen men in a 
barn. 


a stump speech, and that was “the silk stockines,” 
“Nick Biddle,”? “moneyed aristocracy,” and “the 
monster.” Why he could make, Mr. P. said, a 
better stump speech himself, The gen‘leman might 
well have fears of the Harrisburg Convention, for 
he could say that that convention would sweep ail 
before it. Like a fire in a westein prairie, it 
would advance and extend over the whole Union. 
Mr. P. then gave a list of the States, which he said 
the Harrisburg convention would bring over to 
Genera) Harrison; and after speaking of the glories 
of Tippecanoe, the Thames, and the River Raisin, 
said there was one combination that he was glad 
the Whig party had got rid of, and that was the 
Calhoun combination—the Nullifiers. He was 
glad, he said, that his party had shaken them off, 
and that they had no men in their ranks who would 
desert their posts, because the victory would not 
enure to their party. Mr. P. after saying that 
there were a number of the rules, which, in his opi- 
nion, required an amendment, moved that the 
House do now adjoutn. 
The yeas and nays having teen called, 


Mr. PROFFIT said that, as the yeas and nays | 


had been called, he would withdraw his motion. 
Mr, GRIFFIN then renewed the motion for 
adjournmen’; and tellers being called for, Messrs, 
J.Gartanp and Lewis were appointed; who, on 
taking the question, reported—ayes 103, nce; 
79; so— 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Sarurpay, December 21, 1839. 
Mr. ROBINSON gave notice that, as soon as it 


Bat the gentleman dd not understand , 
his trade; he had left out the very best part of | 


—_—— 
re 


pcint a Committee ta’ wait upon the Senate and 
the Pres‘dent, wih g view of obtaining the Presi- 
dents ngessage. 7 

Mx MITCHEUL cbjected, and the resolution 
could not be reccfved. 

;  VI¥A VOCE VOTING. 

On yesterday Mr. HOFFMAN submitted the 
following resglution, which was the first business 
inorder: 

Resclved, Ahat the standing rules and orders of 
the last Flafse of Representatives, except the 11th 
rule, be adopted as the rules and order of proceed- 
ing of this House for the ensuing ten days; that the 
rules and orders be referred to a committee, with 
instructions to report such amendments of the said 
rules and orders as they may deem expedient. 

Mu. CRAIG had moved to strike out of the 
above resolution the words “except lhe lith rule,” 
that being the rule by which members were re- 
quired to vote for all officers viva voce, and this lat- 
ter motion was the quesiion pending. 

Mr. HUNT referred to the question which 
had prevented the organization of the House for 
three weeks, and expressed the opinion that, not- 
withstanding the delay which that question had 
occasioned in proceeding to the discharge of the 
public business, the discussion upon it would have 
a good effect throughout the country. He urged 
upon the House the- propriety of immediately 
adopting rules for its government, but opposed the 
adoption of the tule in relation to viva voce 
voting. That system of voting, he said, had its 
origin in another country. He centended that it 
was introcuced into this House for the purpose of 
enabling the party in the majority to put upon gen- 
tlemen the party screws. Ithad been argued by 
some gentlemen on this floor that we should adopt 
this mode of voting to enable our constituents 
to judge upon all our votes. He agreed with genile- 
men that they ought to vote publicly on all the great 
measures of legislation, but he denied that they 
aught to doso ia the election of officers of this 
House, who were the mere servants of the House. 
It might be proper enough to vote publicly on the 
election of a Speaker, because he occupied a bigh 
and exalted station, bat he would ask what interest 
could the people take in the matter, as to who 
should be the Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, Doorkeeper, 
or Printer of the House. The people took no inte- 
rest in this matter, and he could see no reason why 
the old and long established system of voting by 
ta'lot, should be departed from on the present oc- 
casion. 7 

Mr. TILLINGHAST would suggest to gentle- 
men, asit was very desirable that the ITouse should 
have rules {or its government, and as the gentleman 
from New York had moved to adopt the who!e of 
the rules of the last Congress, except one—one hur.- 
dred and thirly-sight out of one t undred and thirty- 
nine; and as there was no objection to these one 
hundred and thirty-eight rules,that the House skonld 
immediateiy adopt the motion of the genueman 
from New Yark, and then if it was necessary to 
have such a rule as the 11th, the viva voce rule, 


> 
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any gentleman could move to adopt it, and then they 
would have rules to govern them in their delibera 
tions upon it, and would have the previous ques- 
tion, too, to cat off debate, if it should become 
tedious. This, in his view of the matter would be 
the most proper course to pursue, and he hoped 
gentlemen wou!d make no objection to this mode 
of proceeding. 


Mr. SALTONSTALL wasas anxious as any 
gentleman in the House, that the body should be 
organized at the earliest period possible. With re- 
gard to the delay in the organization, it was occa- 
sioned by the argument of a great constitational 
question, and he was willing as one of the minority 
to take his share of the responsibility ef it; for al- 
though the question was decided contrary to his 
feelings and opinions, he believed the argument up- 
on the question would be productive of much good. 
With regard to the question before the House, he 
objected to viva voce voting, because it was an in- 
novation on the long established practice of the 
House. It was also, in his opinion, contrary to 
the practice of the Constitution, although some 
gentlemen had held a different opinion here. It 
was we!l known that in the Constitution, the word 
ballot is used in regard to the election of a Chief 
Magistrate. When the election of a Chief Magis- 
trate devolves apon this House, the Constitution 
says it shal! be by ballot. Thus it will be seen that 
in the highest and most important election which 
this House can make the Constitution says, it 
shall be by ballot. This being the case, he 
could not see how gentlemen should hold the opi- 
nion that viva voce voting was in consonance with 
the principles of the Constitution. He ad- 
mitted that it was proper that: the votes of 
members of this House should be rec: rd- 
ed on all public mea:ures, and the Ccnstitu- 
tion provided for this by deelaring that it should be 
in the power of one-fifth of ihe members present to 
call for the yeas and nays. Thus f.r the Consti- 
tution had made provision for public votirg, but 
no farther. With regard to officers of the House, 
it was a mere incidental matter. When we meet 
together here we meet as a body of the people, and 
have the right to make choice of such servants as 
we please, without being held responsible to the 
people in regard to this matter. The pecple care 
nothing about it, and would never make any in- 
qairy in relation to it. His constituents would ne- 
ver call upoa him to know who ‘he voted for as 
Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, Doorkeeper, or Printer. 
There was not a man among his constituents who 
would catechise him thus; and if there should be 
one who would do do so, he would freely tell him 
who he voted for; whether his vote was given by 
ballot or viva voce. He held that vive voce toting 
in the Honse was objecticnable, because it had the 
tendency to effect a party organization; and te 
conten Jed that there should never be suh an or- 
ga iza'ion in the House. The officers of this 
House should never be the tools of a party. In 
addition to this, it placed high minded and hono- 
rable men ina delicate siuation, and subjeeted 
them to be held up in the public press as trai- 
to:s to party, Besides, gentlemen received a great 
many courtesies from the officers of the .House, 
aid it might seem unkind to be voting publicly 
against those officers, al hough they might think 
others more worthy or more capable. 


Mr. BELL addressed the House at some length 
in reply to gentlemen who had spoken on this sub- 
ject yesterday, an1 in vindic ition of his own con- 
duct on several cccasions. He contended that the 
Secret ballot ia the House was necessary to protect 
gentlemen on this floor from the influence of the 
Executive, and prevent them from being made the 
subservient tools of Executive will axd power. 
Bat it was still more necessary tu protect them 
from the great ccnt.al heacsnan at Washington, 
whose ire was even mere to be dreaded than that 
of ‘hz Executive himself. He had kaown men on 
this floor who had the phys cal courage to march 
ep to the cannon’s moat», yet they had not the 
c urage to biase the denunciations of the party 
press; they never ccu'd be brought up to that stick- 
iag point. These men, too, ke h 11, we:e some of 
the best men in the coun'py, and he contended that 


it was necessary to adopt the ballot as a protection 
to such men as the:e, 

Mr. CUSHING rose to make a few remarks 
with regard to the adoption or rather the continua- 
tion of the rule under discussion; and he did so be- 
cause, upon referring to the course of gent'emen 
on this question, he found that those who opp tied 
the adoption of the rule in relation to vira voce vot- 
ing were his political associates, and those who 
supported it were the friends of the present Admi- 
nistration and his political opponents, and on this 
question he differed with his political friends. This 
question was partly a question of principle, and 
partly a question of party expediency. If it 
was merely a question of party expediency, 
he should doubt with regard to the course 
to be pursued; he would vote with bis 
party associates; but he regarded it as a ques- 
tion of principle, and as a question of princi- 
ple it must override party expediency. In the first 
place, with regard to the question of priaciple, he 
conceived the members of the: Congress of the 
United States to be public agents, and as pubtic 
agents, bound to let their acts be known to their 
principals. We are the agents of the people. The 
members of the’ Senate of the United S'ates are 
the agents of the States. The members of the 
House of Representatives are the agents of the 
people of the States. That he held to be the fun- 
damental principle of our Government re- 
cognised by the Constitution. Sir, what are 
Representatives? They are men who repre- 
sent others—men who speak on behalf of 
those whom they rep:event. We are here to 
Tepresent our constituency. Well, who are 
the constituency?) Tho: who appoint and 
constitate. Our constituency are the people who 
appoint and constitute us their agents and repre- 
sentatives in this House and our votes here aie 
not our own vote, but they ate simply the votes 
of those who sent us here. But his colleague had 
asked if our constituents had not sent us here free 
agents. Undoubtedly they did, but they sent us 
from a previous conviction ef the harmony cf our 
sentiments with their sentiments; and, in our 
votes here, we must represent their sentiments, 
otherwise we are not their representaives. He 
Yepeatcd that we were the represeatatives of our 
constituents merely, speaking their voice; and that 
voice should be a public voice, not a secret, not a 
clandestine voice, as it were, but a public voice, in 
the face of the world. and in the face of heaven. 
Such was the general principle; but he held it to be 
the constitutional principle also. The Constitution 
of the United States, in the fifth section of the first 
article, provides that ‘the yeas and nays-of: the 
members of either. House, on any question, 
shall, at the desire of one-fifih of those pre- 
sent, be entered on the journal.” This was 


the general principle of the Constiution ap- | 


plibable to all cases presciibed by the Constitu- 
lion, excepting one single case, whith is in the 
election of a President of the United States, which, 
in another clause, the Constittition says shall be 
by ballot. That insertion of an express exception, 
was an implication of an exclusion in all other 
cases. The Constitution makes a single excep- 
tion as to the’ vote by ballot, in the case of a Pre- 
sident of the United States; and this he held to be 
an exclusion of that mcde ia regard to all cther 
votes. Perhaps he would be told by some gentle- 
men that there was no express provision in the 
Constitution as to the mode in which the officers 
of this House were to be elected. But, sir, is not the 
choice of officers of this House a vote? Do we not 
vote for a Clerk? Certainly we do; and as a general 
principle in the Censtitution, that vote should bea 
public vote. In fact it had been a public vote on 
more occasions than one in this House. It had 
been assumed by the gentleman from New York, 
and by his colleazue, that the introducticn of the 


` viva voce voting into this House was an innovation 


on existing usages, which was to be apprehended. 
He, however, did not fear innovations. He had 
heard it said that monarchs dreaded change; the 
people never did. He believed in change, 
in innovation, in reform, in improvement. This 
was the spirit of a Democracy, the spirit of 
a Republic, and it was not to be dreaded. 
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We must change, we must improve, we must 
innovate, and he was not to be frightened 
with this cry of innovation. Time is chang- 
ing, men are changing, the world is changing, 
aud we must change with the changes of the times; 
we must advance with the changes of the age, or 
the tide of public improvement will leave us be- 
hind high and dry, and instead of innovating to do 
right, we will be innovating to do wrong, 
by refusing to keep up with these improve- 
ments. Then whether this was an innovation or 
not, he was not to be alarmed by it; but he denied 
that it was so much of an innovation as 
some gentlemen apprehended; for he could 
show gentlemen case after case in which 
a Clerk had been appointed by resolution 
on which the yeas and nays might have Leen call- 
ed. There were a multitude of cases where offi- 
cers ofthis House had been appointed by resolu- 
tion, and it would be competent, at any time, to 
move a resolution to appoint a certain officer, if 
there was no rule to the contrary, and one-fifth of 
the members might call the yeas and nays upon it, 
which would make it as much of a public vote as 
by any other means. But even if this mode of 
voting viva voce was an innovation, he wes pie- 
pared to justify that innovation. Whit is the ob- 
jection to it? We are told by gentlemen that the 


-vote by ballot: ıs necessary to secure mem- 


bers against external influences, and from Ex- 
ecutive influence. But it would seem, from the 
remarks of gentlemen, that this external influence 
was not merely. Executive influence; for his co!- 
league, and the gsntleman from Tennessee, had 
very justly told the House that Executive inflaence 
was in many cases exerted through party organiza- 
tion, which orgarization constituted one of the 
greatest tyrannies under which men in this country 
labored. But in regard to all these objections, if it 
was necessary that we should have a ballot in or- 
der that men mizht give a secret vote for officers of 
this House to freethem from Executive oppression, 
he put it to gentlemen to say if the same argument 
would not be goad to exclude from the Constitution 
the right of having votes taken on all measures by 
yeas and nays. If it was important that we should 
have a secret vote for a Clerk or any other cfficer, 
to protect men, was it not ten times more impor- 
tant to protect them in regard to public measures? 
He contended, therefore, that the principle of De- 
mocracy, and the princip'e of the Constitation of 
the Unired States, was public voting —voting in the 
fece of the House, in the face of the world, in 
the face of our constituents, who are to judge of our 
votes, and see whether they are in confurmity with 
the declarations which we made at the polls. All 
our votes here, not only in regard. to mea- 
sures, but in regard to men, ought to be pub- 
lic and open, so that every man might 
seeand jadge of them. But it had been said by 
his col'eague thal this election cf «(ficers was a 
mere incidental matter; thal the peoplecared nothing 
abont the matter as to who the servants of this 
IIouse were to be; and his colleague had said that 
his constitveats would never make any inquiries 
of him in regard to this matter. He agree} with 
his colteague, that his constituents might perhaps 
never inquire of him whom he voted for as cfficers 
of the House; but, with regard to this being an unim- 
poriant question, he would ask his colleague if there 
were not hundreds and thousacds of questions qui'e 
as un'my ortant, on which one-fifth of the members ef 
the House called for the yeas and nays, and their 
names were recorded upon those questions and per- 
pe'na‘ed upon your journa's. The gentleman from N. 
York [Mr. Hust] says that the officers of ihis House 
are mere servants, and it was, therefore, of little 
moment how they were elected; but, sir, the Cor- 
stitution asscciates these officers of the Houre in 
terms of expression, which, perhaps, we-e not pre- 
sent te the gentleman’s mind when he spoke of 
them. The Constitation says “the House of Re- 
presen'atives shali choose a Speaker and other 
ifficers.” Mr. C. asked the House, which had 
teen struggling for thrice weeks to effect an or- 
ganizaticęe—he asked the country whi: h had been 
looking tous with anxious eye;, if the choice of a 
Speaker was not an important questio»? a 
Speaker is ore of a:oy) other efficers in regar to 
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the manner of whore election the Constitution 
makes no express provision. He held that the 
e ection of Clerk, Sergeant-a'-Arms, aud other offi- 
cers, being associated in the same clause in the 
Constitution with the Speaker was no trivial 
question, but was a question of the first magni- 
tade—one of the highest personal questions which 
come tefore the House, except when the House 
was exercising judicial power in impeachments. 

The gentleman from New York who had intro- 
duced this question, had re‘erred to the practice in 
other nations, and to the fact that the introduction 
of the system of votiag by ballot in Great Britain 
had been hailed by the friends of popular rights; 
and the inference he presumed to be drawn from 
this was, that as that system had been haiied by 
the friends of popular rights in England, it must 
have a tendency to advance pcpular rights in this 
country. In regard to this, however, he would 
take issue with the gent'eman. He denied that 
the ballot in this country had a tendency to ad- 
vance popular rights. We were too apt in this 
country to look to England for precedents. We 
are too prone to inquire what is the prac- 
tice in the mother country, forgetting that 
that country isa monarchy, and her Parliament 
frequently overruled by an aristocracy. When 
he went to that country for precedents, he 
must be sure of the ground on which he stood ia 
regard to those precedents. He would beg leave 
to call the attention of gentlemen to the ballot sys- 
tem of England, which had been hailed by the 
frends of popular rights. That system was the 
ballot system at the polls. No one proposed that 
the members of the House of Commons should 
vote secretly. The members of that body vote 
publicly as we do. But the ballot system which has 
advanced popular rights in England, is the ballot 
system at the polls. The population of England is 
made up, principally, of two classes, namely, of 
tradespeople, and tenants who reside on the lands 
of the aristocracy, and the system of ballot was 
introduced to protect them; to protect a tradesman 
from losing the custom of persons whom he might 
offend in voting publicly, and to proiect the tenant 
from having a written ejectment served on him the 
morning after an election, if he voted against the 
wishes of his aristocratic landlord. 

But there is another country, the customs of 
which show us that one mode of voting may be 
most condusive to public liberty in a monarchy, 
while another mode may be mast conducive to 
public liberty in a Republic or a Democratic Go- 
vernment That country was France. In France, 
not only the votes at the popular elections are 
given by ballot; but the votes in the Chamber of 
Deputies are by ballot, and not recorded by yeas 
and nays, as they are in this House. Well, sir, 
what is the reason of this difference in practice be- 
tween this country and France? It must be fami- 
liar to every gentleman. Whilst, by the Constitation 
of the United States, ali Executive officers are ex- 
cluded from this House, it is known that in the 
House of Commons in England, and the Chamber 
of Deputies in France, Execu‘ive officers are ad- 
mitted, and hold seats there—officers of the army, of 
the navy, and ministers of State, occupy seats there, 
These men, therefore, who are liable to be dis- 
graced, and have their offices taken from them by 
the mere word cf the king, need the ballot system 
as a pro‘ection; and in such a body thus organ‘zed, 
the ballut may le most conducive to popular 
liberty. But did such a sta'e of things exist in this 
country? No member of this House cou'd be de- 
prived of his commission, or of any of his privi- 
leges, at the mere will of the Executive. He was 
not responsible to the Executive, but to his consti- 
tuents. This was the difference tetween a republic 
and a monarchy. 

He would repeat, that if this question was a mere 
question of party expediency, he might desire to 
vo'e w th his political friends. In fact, such were 
the influences of party, that he might perhaps be 

induced to go for this motion to restore the ballot 
system if he could mate :u.e that any thing was 
to be gained by i; and he m ght come afierwaids 
into the House, and say that he had voted egaiast his 
æ nvictions cf what he believed to be the true 
princip-es, but was indaced to give them up in the 


| 


| 
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expectation of obtaining a great public good. But 
he would now say that he did not sce what good 
was to be accomplished by it. Last year, when 
he did sacrifice his convictions at the instance of 
his party fiinds—when he did vote upon this ques- 
lion as a matter of expediency, he found that the 
viva voce vote was carried by a large majority, 
and he could not anticipate that there wonld 
be any change at the present time. 


But | 


suppose there is a change, what object is to , 


be gained by this change? 
distinctly stated, he supposed it might be inferred 
that there were some gentlemen who wished to vote 
with one party secretly, while they acted with ano- 
ther party publicly. Is that the object which gen- 
tlemen desire to effect? Is it their object, that 
while some gentlemen appear to the world to be- 
long to one party, they are in fact secretly voting 
wih another party. If that was the object, he 
could not yield to such considerations. Jt 
seemed to him that gentlemen misstated the opera- 
tion of this thing. It may be viewed in respect to 
persons attached to the Administration, or it may be 
to persons eleeted by the Opposition. Now, sir, 
to whom is the individual attached to the Admi- 
nistration to look, if he departs from the Adminis- 
tration? He is to look to his constituents. Indi- 


viduals about leaving the Administration, which | 
has the power of conferring upon them honors and | 


distinctions, must look to their constituents, and 
endeavor to retain their confilence and favor. 
Then the matter was between the representative 
and his constituents, and his vote shouid be a pub- 
lic vote. The constituents should be able to see 
the votes of their Rep:esentatives and compare 
them with their professions before they come 
here. He held, therefore, that the system 
of vira voce voting in this House was most 
congenial with our iasttations, and with the 
Constitution of the country. He remembered 
a remark ofa Senator in olden times, which was 
applicable to this case. The person alluded to 


i had erected a magnificent dwe ling house in a very 


public situation, and this was denominated by 
sorse of his acquaintances an ostentatious act. Not 
so, replied he; { only placed my house under the 
eye of my constituents, so that they might see 
me in my daily walks, and judge of my whcle 
life. 


Represeatatives. 
addition to this, he deprezate', as a party man, and 


That was a true answer. We are the Repre- | 
sentatives of the peopte, ant should give cur votes | 
in the face of the pecp'e. The pe p.e have aright , 
to tesat sfied with rezard to all the vores cf their | 
This was his doctrine, and in | 


Although it was not , 


as a Whig, the association of t:.eir party with an | 


unpopular side of the question. Then, asa quts- 


tion cf party expediency, he contended that the , 


Whigs ought to go for the viva voce system, be- 
cause that was the popular principle. 


Mr. FILLMORE said ne had not supposed that | 


a constitutional lawyer would have contende | that 
the viva voce mode of voting was the constitutional 
mode. He thought, if any inferences conld be 


i drawn from the Constitution, they were decidedly 


in favor of the ballot. It was well known that the 
liberal party in England bad long contended for the 
vote by ballot; and why? - Because the influence 
exercised by the aristocracy and the rich land- 
holders renders voting there a mere form, a meck- 
ery. And though these influences were not felt 
here, there was an unseen influence pervading this 


: hall—the influence of party drill and party orga- 


; dience, asin the other. 


nization—that Moloch upon whose altar we 
are offering our first born daily, and whose 
grasp was qnite as strong and as merciless 
as the despotism of the eld world. If in Eng- 
land men were deterred from voting in ac- 
cordance with their sentiments, by the fear of their 
landlords, he would ask 3f, in this House, the e 
were not men who were deterred from voting as 
their consciences dictated, by the fear of the denun- 
ciations of the party press? The writ of ej-c mert 
would be issued as promptly in one case of disobe- 
Ifthe ballot was neces-ary 
in England and France to protect the voter from 
the vengeance of the aristocracy or the sovere‘gn, it 
was just as necessary here; we had only to put the 
President in place of the Crawn, and the necessity 
was the same. He thought the ballot was a good 


cr pnt ene 
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system; and it was the old and long-tried system, 
having been the only one in practice until within 
the last year. p 

Mr. ALFORD then addressed the House, with a 
view, as he said, to get them to stop talking and 
proceed to business. His impulses were periodical. 
Lası Saturday afternoon he had aprealed to them 
to put a stop to discussion, and tbe appeal was fol- 
lowed by the election of a Speaker. It was Sa- 
turday evening again, and he would now appeal 
to them to proceed to complete the organization of 
the House. For his own part, he had been ever 
taught to believe that the viva voce mcde of voting 
was the most Republican in principle, and he was 
sorry to see his tricads opposing it. He thought 
that the arguments they used against it were 
more those of policy than principle, and that 
the onlyy looked on one side of the question. Per- 
haps one or two individuals; who had not the 
courage to avow their sentiments openly, might, 
under the shelter of the ballot box, go against the 
Administration candidates; but might not ten era 
dozen professing Whigs, under the same shelter, 
go over to the enemy, while they would take good 
care the Executive should be informed how they 
voted? For his own part, he thought that the 
Executive pos essed as many chaims es terrors, 
and preferred the open manly mode of voting viva 
voce. Mr. A. concluded by moving the previous 
question. 

Mr. STANLY rose amid 'oud cries cf “crder, 
order.” THesaid he was not tote put down in 
this manner, and ke would speak, notwithstanding 
their cries of order. Ho then went on to say 
that bargains were makirg in this Hall fcr the 
division of the sp oil-: that one of the candidates fer 
the votes of the Administration party as printer had 
offered the other ten or fifteen thousand dollars to 
withdraw his pretensions. He then adverted to 
Mr. Pickens’s allusion last evening to the Harris- 
burg nomination, and began reading an extract 
from the “Emaccipator,” in elucidation ef his re- 
marks, when he was called to order by Mr. Coc FER 
of Georgia, who objected to reading any. extracts 
from that paper. Mr. Stanty then said he would 
have the passage inserted in his speech when it 
was printed. He said that the Harrisburg romi- 
nation, in the beautiful language of his friend [Mr, 
Prorrit] from Indiana, would be like wildfire in 
the prariries—it would advance and extend until it 
embraced the great portion of ihe Union in its 
influence. He closed, by saying to the friends of 
the Administration: “Mourn, sinners, mourn; your 
time is at hand, ard if you do not retrench and re- 
form, an abused and insulted people will soon 
call you to account. 

The previous question on Mr. Craia’s amerd- 
ment being seconded, the main question was or- 
dered, and the yeas and mays having been called 
for, the vole was—yeas 142, nays 87. 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Judson’ Allen, Mugh J. Andersor, 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Black weli, 
Botts, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Butler, Bynum, 
William B. Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clif- 
ford, Coles, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Craig Crary, 
Cross, Cushing, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John Ww. Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, De la Montanya, Dullett, Doan, Doig, 
Dromgvole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, Gerry, 
Goggin, Graham. Griffin, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, 
John Hastings, Hawkins, John Hill of Virginia, Hillen, 
Holleman, Holmes, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jackeon 
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McCiellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris 
Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petri- 
kin, Pope, Prentiss, Proffit, Ramsey, Rariden, Rayner, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, Rogers, Semuela, Shaw, Albert 
Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenred, 
Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Stuart, ‘Taliaferro 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thomp- 
son, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Vanperpoel 
Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, and Sherrod Williams—142. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Simeon H. An- 
derson, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, An- 
son Brown, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden. Clark, James 
Cooper, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Davies, Garret 
Davis, Dennis, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Rice Gar- 
land, Gates, Gentry, Giddi-gs, Goode, Granger, Gravrs 
Green, Grinnell, Hall, Wiliam S. Tastings, Henry. John 
Till of North Carolina, Hoffman, Hook, Ifunt, James, Charles 
Johrston, William Cost Juhnson, King, Lawrence, Lincoln 
Marvin. Mason, Mercer, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary 
Mo ri Naylor, Ogle, Oshor; e, Palen, Peek, Pickens, Randal, 
Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Fergeant, 
hspard, Simonton, Blale, Truman Bmith, Stanly, Storrs, 


iliiagh Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, 
an wan 5 White.’ John Whie, Thomas W. WiL 
tiama, Lewis Wittiams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. 
Wittiama, and W ise—&7- . , 

Toe queston thea recurring on Mr. Horrman’s 


resolution, as amended, it was canied withouta | 


division. 

Mr. BYNUM cffered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the House will now proceed torth 
with to the election of Sergeant-at-Arms, Door- 
keeper, Assistant Doorkeeper, and Public Printer, 
for the present Congress, 

The resolation having been read, 

Mr. TURNEY called for the previous question, 
which was seconded by the Huuse. 

Mr. STANLY asked for the reading of a law in 
relation to the election cf Public Printer. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia objected to the reading, 
it being out of order. 

The previous question was then seconded by the 
House—ayes 115, poes not counted. 

Mr. EVERETT asked of the Cmar if a call of 
the House would be in order. 

The SPEAKER recited it not in order. 

The main question was thea ordered, and th 
resolution was adopted. 

Mr. EVERETT, it now being in crder, moved 
a call of the House; and upon this motion the 


yeas and nays were ordered, and were—yeas 137, . 


nays 76. 

On motion of Mr. GRAVES, the House, by 
unanimous con:ent, proceeded to call the absen- 
tees, and dispeaced with oiher preliminary pro- 
ceedings. ‘ 

The absentees having teen called over, Mr. 


Rcarrs of South Carolina, and Mr. Hawes of | 
Keatacky, who were absent from indisposiicn, ' 


were excused by the Howe. 

On motion cf Mr. BRIGGS, all further procecd- 
ings in the call were disposed with; and the House 
then proceeded, viva voce, to the e'ection of Clerk. 


Mc. DROMGOOLE nominatei Huan A. Gar- f 


LAND. 
Mr. CORWIN nominate? Martuew Sr. Chair 
CLARKE. 
Mr. HOPKINS nominated Ricuarp C. Mason. 
The Cuar havirg appointed Messrs. CORWIN, 
Droscoote, Hopkins, and Baiags, as tellers, to 
a-certain the result, reported that 


The whole namber of votes was - 231 | 
Necessary toachoice - - - 116 
Hucn A. GartaĒxD received - - 118 
Martucw Sr. Crain CLARKE -~ - 105 


Rıcuard C. Mason - - - 8 
The following 1s a statement of the vote: 


For Hrou A. Gattanp—Messrs. J. Allen, H. | 
Beatty, Beirne, ` 


J. Anderson, A:herton, Banks, 
Blackwel!, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, A. G. 
Brown, Burke, S. H. Butler, W. O. Butler, By- 
num, J. Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chap- 
man, C ifford, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cross, 
Dana, Davee, J. Davis, J.W. Davis, Del a Mon- 
tanya, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, F ne, Fi-her, Fletcher, Floyd, Fer- 
nance, Galbra‘:h, Gerry, Griffin, Hemmond, Eland, 


J. Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N. C. Willen, Hel- : 
leman, Holmes, Hook, Howard, Hatbbard, Jack- | 


son, Jameson, J. Johnson, Cave Johnson, N. 
Jones, J. W. Jones, Kem, Kemble, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leenard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClel'an, 
McCulloch, MeKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medi.l, 


Miller, Montgomery, S. W. Mortis, Newhard, | 


Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynol!s, Rhet!, Riv-s, 
Robinson, E. Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, A. 
Smith, J. Smith, T. Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Strong, Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweeney, Taylor, 
F. Th mas, P. F. Thomas, J. Thompson, Turney, 
Vanderpoel, D. D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, 
Wick, J, W. Williams, and H. Williams—118. 
For M. Sr. C. Ctanke—Messrs. Adams, A'ford, 
-J. W. Allen, S. IT. Anderson, Andrews, Barnard, 
Bell, Biddle, Black, Bund, Botts, Briggs, Brock- 
way, A. Brown, Calhoun, Carter, Ch nn, Chitten- 
den, Clark, J. Ccoper, M. A. Cocrer, Corwin, 
Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cashing, E. 
Davies, G. Davis, Dawson, Deterry, Dennis, Dil- 
let, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, R. Gar- 
land, Ga‘es, Giddings, Goode, Graham, Granger, 
Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, W, £, 
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| Hastings, Henry, Hil of Va. Hoffman, Hunt, 

| James, Chs. Juhnston, W. C. Johnson, King, 

' Lawrence, Lincoin, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, 

- Monree, Morgan, C. Morris, Naylor, Nisb.t, 
Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, 
Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Ras- 
sell, Salonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Tr. 
Smith, S:anly, Storrs, Steuart, Taliaferro, Tiling- 
hast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbvll, Underwood, P. 
J. Wagner, Warren, E.D. White, J. White, T. 
W. Williams, J. L. Wiilisms, C. H. Wiliams, 
S. Wiliams, Wise, and the Speaker—105. 

For Ricnarp C. Mason—Messrs. W. B Camp- 
bell, Colquitt, J. Garland, Gentry, G ggin, Hop- 
kins, Mercer, and W. Thompson—8. 

Mr. Garlann having been elected C'erk, was 
qual fied as such by the Speaker, by taking the 
oath of offi e. ` 

The House then proceeded to the election, viva 
voce, for Sergeant-at-Arms, the same gentlemen 
acting as tellers. 

Mr. CRAIG nominated Mr Ronericx Dorsey. 

Mr. GRIFFIN nominated Dr. Wm. Jones. 

The teilers reported the following result: 


Wheo'e number of yotes - = 217 
Nece-sary toa choce - - 109 
Roperick Dorsey ieceived - - 141 
Dr. Wa. Joxes - - - 76 


The follow.ng isa statement of the vote: 

For Roprric Dorsey.—Mrssrs. Adams, Alford, 

i J. Allen, H. J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
| Beirne, B.dte, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, 
A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown, Burke, W. O. Batler, 

` Bynum, J. Cempbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chap- 
man, Ci:ffurd, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, M. A. 
Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Da- 
na, Davee, J. Davis, J. W. Dav's, Dawson, De- 
- berry, De la Montanya, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, 
' Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Eiy, Fine, Fisher, 
' Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, G.«loraith, Gerry, Gog- 
gin, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, J. Hastings, 

: Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hilen, Hoile- 
: man, Holmes, Iook, Hopkins, Howard, Hab- 
bard, Jackson, Jameson, J. Johnson, Cave Ji hn- 

. son, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kembie, Kirg, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Maxon, Medill, Mercer, Miller, Mont- 
gomery, S. W. Morris, C. Morris, Newhard, Nis- 
bet, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, 
Pickens, Pientiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, 
Robinson, E. Ro,ers, Samue's, Shiw, A. Smith, 
J. Smith, Thos. Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Strong, Sum'er, Suearirgen, Sweeny, Taliaferro, 


Taylor, F. Thomas, P. F. Thomas, W. Thompson, į 


J. Thompson, Turney, Underweod, Vande: poel, 
D. D. Wagner, Warren, Watterson, Weller, 
Wick, J. W. Williams, H. Williams, J. L. Wil- 
tiams, C. H. Williams, S. Williams, and Mr. 


| Speaker—141. 


For Wituiam Jones.—Messrs. J. W. Allen, S; 
H. Anderson, Andrews, Barnard, Bell, Bond, 
Botts, Briggs, Brockway, A. Brown, S. H. Butler, 
Calhi un, W. B. Camobell, Carter, Chinn, Ch tien- 
den, Clarke, J. Covp2r, Corwin, Cranston, Curts, 
E. Davies, G. Davis, Dille', Edwards, Evereit, 
Fillmore, J. Garland, R. Garland, Gentry, Gid- 
dings, Goede, Graham, Granger, Gvaves, Green, 
Griffin, Grinne!l, W. S. Hastings, Henry, Hill of 
Virginia, Hoffman, James, Ch. Johnston, Law- 
rence, Lincoln, Marvin, Mitchell, Morgan, Nay- 
lor, Ogle, Paten, Peck, Randa}, Randolph, Rari- 
den, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Sergeant, S:monton, Tr. Smith, Stinly, Storrs, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, P. J. 
Wagener, J. White, T. W. Williams, L. Wil- 
liams, Wise, and Cushing—76. 

Mı. Dorsey having been elected, came forward 
i to the Chair and was sworn by the Speaker. * 
' Mr. EVERETT said, as the House was now 
‘organized by the election of a Speaker and Cierk, 
he would suggest the propriety of postponing a'l 
further action under the resolu‘ion for the election 
of officers, and pass the nsual resolution informing 
tte Senate that we were orgauiz d; and cenclnded 
by making the motion for postponement. 

Mr. RHETT said nothing could be gained by 
the postponement, as the Senate was not now in 
| gession, 
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Mr. C. JOHNSON hoped the motion would 
prevail, as the Hoase had been in session long 
enough. 

The question was taken on said proposition by 
tellers—Messrs. Lewis and S. WiLLiams acting as 
such—ayes 107, nays 86. 

Mr. EVERETT then proposed the following or- 
der, which was read and adopted: 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate, 
to inform that body that a quorum of the House 
has ass:mbled —that R. M. T. Honrer, one of the 
Representatives from the State of Virginia, has 
been elected Speaker thereof, and that it is now 
ready to proceed to business, and that the Clerk do 
go with the sa’d message. 

On motion, the House then adjourned till Mon- 
day text, at 12 o’clock. 

IN SENATE, 
Monpay, December 23, 1839. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 

presentatives by Mr. Garuanp, their Clerk, inform- 


/ ing them thata quorum had assembled, and that 


Rogert M. T. Bunter, a Representative from 
the State of Virginia, was elected Speaker; and 
that they were ready to proceed to business. 

Also, that the House had concurred in the joint 
resolution of the Senate, that a joint committee of 


: thetwo Houses be appointed to wait on the Presi- 
i; dent, and inform him thata quorum of the two 
i Houses had assembled, and were ready to receive 


any communications he might make; and that 
ssrs. Everett and Ramsey were appointed said 
committee on the part of the House. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of James 
Sevier, on file. in the Clerk’s office, be referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG gave notice that he would, as soon 
as the Senate could proceed to Legisiative business, 
ask leave to introduce bills of the following titles: 

1. A bill granting to the State of Illinois the 
right of way through the public lands of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

2. Abill authorizing the President to cause the 
reserved lead mines belonging to the Uniied States, 
in the several States and ‘ferritories, to be sold as 
other public lands. 

3. A bill for the relief of the widow and minor 
heirs at law of Samuel Hill, deceased. 

4 A bill for the relief of Epraim Sprague. 

5. A bill for the relief of James Dutton. 

6 A bill for the reliefof Jane Waller. 

7. A-bill for the relief of Thomas EI. Owen, 
John W. Skidmore and others. 

Mr. CALHOUN presente: a memorial of Tho- 
mas S. Hinds and Jacob Leshe-, prayiug that com- 
mizsioners be appointed ty C ngress to examine 
and report on the sites at the Gand Rapids of the 
Great Wabash as suitable fora national armory; 
which was referred to ihe Committee cn Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of Capt. 
Aaron Fitzgerald for an increase of pension; wh'ch 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Sa- 
muel Crapier, praying to be allowed a pension for 
a disability incurred during the last war; which 
was referred to the Commiitee on Pensions 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Mary 
Fiench, widow of Benjamin French, who was a 
Revolutionary soldier, tor a pension; which was 
referred !o the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of George 
W. Paschal; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented to the Senate the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting of citizens of Cincinnati, re- 
con mending the passage of a Jaw by Congress 
granting to Madame America Vespucci the right 
to enter, at the minimum price, ten sections of land; 
which was referred to the Committee on Publ c 
Lands. ‘ 

.Mr. WALL presented a memorial from citizens 
of New Jersey, praying for the establishment of a 
ort of entry at Indian Key, Florida; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of the 
administrator of William Manford, praying to be 
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allowed the commutation due said deceased as a 
captain in the army of the Revolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Also, the memorial of the Board of Health of 
the city of Washington, praying for the establish- 
ment of a National Hospital and Lunatic Asylum 
at that place; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Distrsct of Columbia. l 

Also, the petition of the heirs of William Bailey, 
a major in the army of the Revolution, praying to 
be allowed bounty land and commutation; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of William 
D. Ferguson, praying for a confirmation of certain 
lard claims; which was referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Clai.cs. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Gen. 
Mathew Arbuckle, now on file, be referred to the 
Commi tee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, 

Ordered, That the several memorials of the Le- 
gislature of Mississippi, presented at the last ses- 
sion of Congress, for the establishment of certain 
designated post routes, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the committee appointed 
to wait on the President, and inform him of the or- 
ganization of the two Houses, reported that they 
had attended to the duty confided to them, and that 
the President informed them that he would send a 
message in writiag to-morrow at 12 o0’clock. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial of the ¢ffi- 
cers of the Feurth regiment of Artillery, praying 
for equalization of pay; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of William 
Tumey fora pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of a number of citizens of the 
county of Lincoln, State of Missouri, praying for 
an amendment of the pre-emption laws; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of John H. 
Mackintosh; which, with the papers now on file, 
was referred to the Committee on Claims, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
John S. Wilson, praying permission to enter a 
quarter section of lant; wich was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lan ts. 

Mr. C. also offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee cn Ciaims be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency cf making | 


c.moensation to Abel Pennington, of Gaptain A. 
Byram’s company of Ner.h Alabama volunteers, 
serving in Florida, {cr a horse, shot by order of the 
commanding cfficer in January, 1838. 

Mr. LUMPKIN offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be inst-ncted to inquire into the 
exped ency of establishing a mail stage route from 
Clarksville, Habersham county, Ga. to Asheville, 
N. C. via the town of Clayton, in Rabun county, 
Ga. and the town of Franklin, in Macon county, 
N.C. And also a weekly mai! route, to be carried 
on horseback, from the town of Lafayette, in 
Walker county, to the town of Salem, Dade coun- 
ty, in the State of Georgia. 

Mr. L. in connection with the above, presented 
r-solutions of the Lezislature of Georgia, rezom- 
mending the establishment of said roads. 

On motion by Mr. PRENTISS, 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Jra H. 
Day be re‘erred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Indiana, 

Ordered, That the yeition and papers of John 
A. Pian he referre! to tree Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WALL gave notice that, to-mcrrow, he 
shou] ask leave to introduce the fullowing bill: 

1. A bill to amend an act entitled “An act more 
effeciual'y to provide for the puni:hment cf certain 
crimes arainst the United States, and fur other 

urposes.”” 

2. A bill to prevent the coynterfeitirg- of any 
foreign coy per, gold, silver, or other coin; and to 


prevent the bringing into the United States or ut- 
tering any counterfeit foreign copper, gold, silver, 
or other coin. 

Mr. CLAYTON gave notice that, to-morrow, he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Irvine Shubrick. 

Mr. BENTON offered the following j int reso- 
lution, which was considered, and, by unanimous 
consent, agreed tc: 

Resolved, That two chaplains, of different denc- 
minations, be elected to serve during the present 
Congress, one by each House, to interchange 
weekly. 


The Senate then went into an Executive session, : 


and afterwards 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, December 23, 1839. 
Mr. HOOK inquired how his name was recorded 


on the journal on the amendment to insert the viva :- i ce ingu 
it into the expediency of separating the public printing 


voce rale. 

The CLERK replied that it was recorded in the 
negative. 

Mr. HOOK stated that he had voted in favor of 
that rule. 

The Secretary of the Senate being introduced, 
informed the House that the Senate had appointed 
Messrs. Wriast and ALLEN acommittee to join 
such committee as might be appointed by the 
House, to wait on the President and inform him 
that beth Houses of Congress were duly organized, 
and ready to receive any communication he might 
be pleased to make. 

Mr. RAMSEY moved a resolution to appoint 
a committee from the House to join the commitiee 
of the Senate, to wait on the President and inform 
him that both Houses of Congress were erganized, 
and ready to receive any communication he might 
be pleased to make; which was considered and 
adopted, and Messrs. Everett and Ramsey were 
appointed a committee on the part of the House. 

The CHAIR then announced that the first busi- 
ness in order, under the resolution of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, [Mr. Bynom,] would 
be the e'ection of a Doorkeeper. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana then nominated Mr. 
Jesse E Dow for the office of Doorkeeper. 

Mr. BRIGGS nominated Mr. FoOLLANSBEE. 

Mr. LEWIS nominated Mr. Jons Heuston. 

Tne SPEAKER then appointed Messrs. J. W. 
Davis, Brices, Casey, and Grirrin, tellers, when 
the vote was taken and declared as follows: 


For Mr. Jos. FOLLANSBEE - - 130 
“e Jesse E. Dow - - 73 
« & Jonn Liocston - - 15 


So Mr. Fo.uinssee was declared duly elected. 

Mr. CRAIG moved a resolution that Joan W. 
Honrer be appointed Assistant Docrkeeper, and 
Wm J. McCormicx be appointed Postmaster of 
the House; which was considered and adopted. 

Tne CHAIR announced the next business in 
order to be the election of a Printer for the House. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then moved a call of 
the House, which was ordered, and the roll was 
twice called. ` 

Excuses were then offered for the following gen- 
tlem-n; Messrs. Beirne, GRINNELL, JENIFER, 
Mercer. and WORTH'NGTON. 

Mr. STANLY then sent to the Cmar the fo!- 
lowing resolution, which was ead for information 

Resolved, That the printing and Linding of the 
House of Representatives shall te furnished by 
contract; notice ot which sha'l te given in the pub- 
lic prints of Washington city for d:ys, it 
being made a condition that the work shall te 
done in t'e City of Washington; and t e contract 
shall, in esch case, te given to the loweat bidder, 
whose bid shall be accompanied with proper testi- 
monia’s of the atiity of the bidder to fulfil his 
contracts. 

The CHAIR said the resolution was not in order, 
the House being now engaged in the exeention of 
the order of the House of Saturday, it being about 
to proceed to the election of a Printer. 

Mr. STANLY then moved to suspend the order 
for the purpose cf offering this resolution. He had 
undersinrd that the House might probably save 
$100,000 by givirg out the printing by contract, 


Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina thought it 
was perfectly competent for the House to give any 
direction they pleased to this resolution, and that it 
would be perfectly in order for the House to su;- 
pend the order, lay it on the table, or postpone it 
indefinitely. 

The CHAIR said the resolution could only be 
introduced by a motion to suspend the order. 

Mr. ANDERSON of Kentucky then moved the 
following as a substitute for Mr. Sranty’s reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the execution of tie order ma'e 
on the 2!st instant, in relation to the election of a 
public Printer, be postponed for the present; and 
thatthe whole subject of the public printing be re- 
ferred to a select committee of five members, with 
instiuctions to inquire into t.eexpediency of letting 


ii out the printing to the lowest tidcer, who shail 
` furn'sh satisfactory evivence of bis ficelity and 
` ability to exceute it, 


Resolved, further, That said committee inguie 


‘ from the newspaper presses of the country; and 


+ 


that, if expedient, they report the most practicable 
plan of having the p'inting executed. 

Resolved, also, hat said committee report to 

his House, wha; amount of money can be saved 

to the Go -crament by the adoption of either of the 
p'avs above suzgest d, and until seid committee 
shall make report, all further proceedings in re a- 
tion to a public Printer be suspended. 

Mr. STANLY accepted this as a modification 
of his motion. 

Mr. ANDERSON only cesired to say a word in 
explanation of the motive which had induced him 
to cffer this proposition. He was not row in pos- 
session of the facts which would enable him to 
speak with accuracy as to the public printing; but 
it had been suggested to him, by gentlemen of’ ex- 
perience, that the public printing of Congress 
amounted to about $300,000, and that the profits 
arising from it were about thirty-three and a third 
per cent. He found, by an examination of the 
Jaws, that the prices cf printing had been fixed 
many years ago, and it was now a material consi- 
deration for the House to examine and see if the 
prices of material and labor had not been considera- 
bly reluced. He weuld not vote to embarrass the 
legitimate operations of the Government, and he 
would always vote for a proper, economical ex- 
pentiture of money. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL here rose to a point of 
order. 

Mr. SHERROD WILLIAMS. The gentleman 
must reduce his point of order to writing, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL then submitted the follow- 
ing point of order: “The previous question having 
been ordered, and the order of the House partly 
executed, the main question net being debatable, 
a motion to postpone the further order of the House 
cannot be debatable.” 

The CHAIR decided that the gentleman from 
Kentucky was in order. 

Mr. ANDERSON said he had been informed by 
a gentleman from Massachusetts that the price of 
printing in that State had been reduced nearly onc- 
half within a few years past, and he thought it Lut 
right that this matter should at least be examined 
into by a committze. It was the duy of a Repub- 
lican Government to retrench expenditures as much 
as po-sib'e; and he trusted measures would be 
taken, at the present session, to retrench all the ex- 
pendi:ures of Government, 

Mr. EVERETT, from the commitiee appointed, 
in conjunction with acommi'tee of the Senate, to 
waiton the President, and inform him that both 
Houses of Congress were duly organized and 
ready to receive any communication he might be 
pleased to make, made report that they had per- 
forme Ì that duty, and that the President had in- 
formed them that he would send a Message, in 
wiiting, to the two Houscs, on tc-morrow at twelve 
o’clock. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina said that 
he had been denouncing, for the last two years, the 
Administration party, for looking one way and 
rowing another; for ecntinnal'y talking ofeccnomy, 
while they never practised jt; and he wanted now 
to see them come up to the scrateb, and show that 
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they, the Jeffersonian Democratic party, were sincere 
in their professions, He thought now that the 
boldest of them would not dare to vote sgainst the 
proposition of the gentleman from Kentucky. Two 
alternatives were now presented to gentlemen. On 
one side, they had the opportunity of having the 
pub'ic printing executed tor the lowest prices, and 
on the otner side it was intended to reward a par- 
tisan press, by giving it a large donation out of 
the publc purse. He wanted to bring the hard 
money gen'lemen down to their own system. They 
have reduced my income, said Mr. T. and that of 
every man in the country,and it is therefore in- 
cumbenton them to bring the incomes of all their 
salaried cficers down to the standard at which they 
have depreciated the money of the country. And 
if no other person did so, he himself would, befure 
the close of the session, introduce a bill to re- 
duce the salaries of the officers of Governm-nt, so 
that they may bear the same comparison with the 
alee of money that they did when they were 
fixed. 

Mr. GRAVES said he did hope they should be 
ab’e to tring the House to a direct vote on the pro- 
positon tefore it, without its being cut off by 
points of order or motions to lay it on ths table. He 
apy ea ed to the States Right gent'emen of the South, 
and said to them, that, as they professed to be the ad- 
vovates of economy, they had now an opportunity 
of pra tising what they professed, by voting for 
tre resolution. ‘They had the ba'ance of power 
in their han s, and on them wou'd rest the respon- 
si iity of defeating the measure. The gentemen 
who stood in opposition to the Administration were 
disposed to bring this matter to a t st, and to try, 
by adire’t vote, whether esonomy shou'd be prac- 
used in this branch of the pubic expenditures. 
Mr. G. said he had been informed by a gente nan 
from Massachusetts, that the printing for the Lr- 
gis'ature of his State was done at one ha'f the price 
that was paid for the prin'ing of Congress, and 
that bo h :he work and the paper was of a much b-t- 
ter qua ity. He believed with his friend from 
North Caro ina, that a saving of $100,000 a year 
could be effected by letting out the pub ic printing 
on contract. 

Mr. VANDORPOEL observed that it, seemed 
that they were all economists again; but he wished 
he could be satisfied on one point. The gentlemen 
from South Carolina and Kentucky were too late 
in their professions of economy. Sir, said Mr. V. 
we had a squabble of this kind two years ago last 
September, when these various topics of economy 
were discussed, and he hoped that circumstances 
did not alter principles as well as cases. At that 
time the Printer was elected, and under an agree- 
msnt understood at that time, the work was ere- 
cuted at another office. Two years have since 
elapsed, during which time legislation could have 
been bad on this subject; but the gentlemen from 


Kentucky and South Carolina [Messrs. Tuompson | 


and Graves] were then as silent as the grave. 
Where then were all their protestations of economy? 
Why did they not then bring forward their resolu- 


tion, or originate an act to remedy the evil now | 


complained of? And he would ask if they were not 
chargeable with having encouraged extravagance, 
when they sat silent for two years, and permitted 
the public printing to be done in the old mode. 
He did not know all the reasons which influenced 
gentlemen to entertain these new found notions of 


1 
1 


economy, but he did know that, within the last , 
five cr six months, the sober second thought of the | 
people had expressed very loudly the belief that | 


this Administrat:on carried out those professions 
of ecovomy and retrenchment which brought them 
in‘o office. 

Mr. V. a‘ter enumerating the several States in 
which the elections had gone in favor of the Admi- 
nistration since the Jast Congress, remarke1 that 
the decisive echoes of this ‘sober second thought” 
had not, however, reverberate! throngh the ears of 


the present stick'ers for economy before the termi- | 
nation of the last Congress; and therefore, perhaps, : 


circumstances did not require them to look so | 


cose y then to the emouments of the public 
printer. Where were they, he asked, at the last 
session of Congress, and why did they not then 
rise and press this subiect? Sir, (said Mr. V.) it is 


t how proposed to postpone the resolution, and we 
| had the same thing enacted in September, 1837; but 
| he had looked at the debates and the votes given at 
! that period, and he would now see whether they 
| wouid athere to their votes then. Gentlemen 
: wanted to postpone the reso'ution, and send it to a 
committee. How were they going to get along 
with the public printing whie the committee 
was seeking information to make up its re- 
port? How will you get the printing of the 
message, and other documents, whi:e the committee 
was mating up its repo t? No gent'eman has made 
any suggestion to that effect. He teliesed that 


e-ery gent'eman had made up his mind howhe - 


would act on this same proposition, if made under 
different circumstances. 
te impracticab e to carry the tesolution into ef- 
fect, so as to provide for pressing emergencies, he 
would more to ‘ay it on the tale. 

Mr. PICKENS [Mr. Vanpespoet, at his re- 
ques’, having with¢crawn his motion] otserved that, 
es he was somewhat interested in this question, 
he desived to make a few semarks in rega'd 
to it. At the exta session of 1837, he made 
a motion that the pubic printing shou'd 
be given out on contract to the lowest bid- 
der, and that t e Clerk should superinten} it. But 
from tte difficulty of execution it was, in a few 
days, repealed, and another motion substituted for 
it. We had hat occasion to examine the law of 
1819, which fixed the prices to be given for the 
public p inting, an‘, therefore, without a repeal of 
that law, the printing coald not be let out on con- 
tact He agieed entirely with tre gentleman from 
Kentucky, that tse price of the public printing 
should te re luced if it is found tobe too high, and 
be woul:l go fora Jaw fixing the subject indein tely. 
He hope. tais Congr ss would not rise without 
passing a law to purchase a pDdlic press anl em- 
ploy a supecinten ‘ent of the publis p. inting; an4 he 
hoped, fu ther, that t:is superintendent should not 

: be conn-cted with the public press. The great 
| querticn now, however, was how the pab'ic print- 
ing shou'd te execut'd. It was nezessary now 
| that they should adopt some means cf having the 
public print ng executed according to the law of 
1819, and ne woa'd sugge-t to gent'emen whether 
they cou'd repeal that law without the consent of 
the other House. As to his col'eague’s suggestions 
with regard to the redu:ticn of prices, they cou'd be 
reduced as well after the Printer was e'ected as be- 
fore. This House was not bound to give the 


public Printer the prices fixed by the law. 


of 1819. Let it reluce the prices if, on 
examination by a committee, they shoud 
be fvurd too high, and he himse'f wou'd 
go for that reducton, if convinced that it 
: was necessary. But the queston was, how were 
- they to get along with the public printing, if the re- 
solution of last Satar’ay should be postponed, and 
the subject referred toa committee? Mr P. szid he 
only rose to explain his position on this question, 
and to say thet he would, at any time, go for a re- 
duction of the pr-ces of the pub'’c printing. Mr. P. 
then renewed Mr. VanpdERPOEL’s motion to lay Mr. 
Anpsr:on’s resolut on on the table. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL then called for the yeas 
and nays on Mr. Pickens’s motion. 


the first part of the report of the Se!ect Committee 
raised during the last Cong ess upon the memorial 
of F. P. Blair, recommending a change in the man 
ner of execut ng the public p-inting, be read by the 
Clerk, for the info: mation of the House. A'so, the 
resolutions of the said comm ttee, appended to the 
said report. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to. lay that motion on 
the table; and the yeas and nays having been taken 
on this motion, it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 107, nays 116. 


motion so that all the report shou'd be read, 

Mr. GALBRAITH here submitted a point of 
orter, as foilows: : 

The point of order is, that a motion having teen 
made to lay the reso!ution of the gentleman from 
Kentucky on the tatle, and the yeas and nays or- 
dered on that motion, the motion of the gent eman 
from North Carolina for the reading of a certain 


Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved that . 


Mr. SMITH of Maine movel to amend the 


Feieving that it would | 


document, the same having been objected to, is not 
in order. : 

The SPEAKER having decided against the point 
of order raised by Mr. GALBRAITH, 

Mr. SMITH of Maine said the reason which in- 
duced him to offer his amendment, was this: The 
resolution of the gentleman from North Caro'ina 
did not go far enough. It only proposed the read- 
ing of the recommendation of the committee, that a 
change sheuld be made in the mode of executing 
the public printing. Now he wanted the who'e rc- 
port read, in order that the House might have the 
reasons why the committee recommen'ed this 
change. When this report should be read, gentle- 
men would find developments made in it that 
would not be very palatable to them. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS did not hear the 
decision of the CHair on the point or order raised 
by the gentemen on his right [Mr. Gatsraita.] 
He wanted to know if the Crair had decided that 
it was in order to propound a question to read pa- 
prs, after a mo'jion to lay the subject to which 
they related on the tab'e. f 

The SPEAKER sail that it was in order. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS askel if an appeal 
from that decision was in order. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was too late now 
to make an appea'. 

Aftery some conversati n, in which Messrs. 
SMITH of Maine, VANDERPOEL, HUBBARD 
and BANKS participated, 

The re-sort of the Select Committee was read. 

Some further conversation took p'ace in re'a- 
tion to the reso'ution recommended by the Se'ert 
Committee, in which Messrs. BOND, PETRININ, 
McKAY, WISE, VANDER POEL, and HILLEN 
participated; after which, the resolt ion was also 
read. . 

Mr. BYNUM said he rose to submit a resolu- 
tion, which he would offer in case that of the gen- 
teman from Kentuc'ty should be laid on the tab'e, 
and which would test the sincerity of gentiemen 
who made prof-ssions about economy. 

The question was then taken on laying Mr. 
Anpsrson’s tesclation on tbe table, and decided 
in the affirm +ive—yeas 114, nays 111. 

Mr. BYNUM then submitted the fo'lowing reso- 
lution: i 

Resolved, That this House will forthwith pro- 
ceed to jhe election of a putlic Printer, who snalt 
discha’ge the duties of a Printer until othe: wise or- 
de:ed. 

Resolved, That a select committee of five mem- 
bers te appointed to repot to this House what 
means can te adopted to have the public p'inting 
executed in the best manner, and at the least possi- 
ble cost; and that said committee report by bill or 
othe: wise. 

‘The CHAIR decided the resolution to be out cf 
order. : 

Mı. BYNUM t en withdrew it. 

Mr. R.GARLAND moved to s`spenì the ru’es 
anil order, with a view of peimitting the gent‘e- 
man fiom No:th Carolina to offer the reso ution. 

Mr. CRAIG ho;el that this resolution would be 
receive } ty general consent. 

Mr. WISE wou'd agree wih his colleagre, if 
gent'emen would extend this inqui y, not on'y to 
the reduction of the exfense of printing, but to an 
entire divorce—yes, di orce was the word of the 
Government—from the po'i'ica! press. If the in- 
quity would extend this far, he would vote for it 
wth al! his heart 

Mr. PETRIKEN ani several! other [gentlemen 
objected to the reception of the resolation. 

The motion to suspend the rules was then de- 
c'ded in the negative—yeas 134, nays 87—it re- - 
quiring two-thirds to suspend the rules. : 

Mr. CLARK attempted to present a resolu'ioa 
to authorize the present Printer of the H u-e to do 
the printing until a Printer was elected; but the 
Cuair ruled it out of order. i l 

Tte CHAIR said he woul] now receive nomi- 
nations for Printer to the Ho: se. : 

Mr. SMITH of Maine then nominat d Bran & 


Rives. T 

Mr SHERROD WILLIAMS then asked if it 
would be in orer to move to reconsider the reso - 
lution in relation to the election of officers. 
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The CHAIR sail it would not te, the order 
having been partly actedupon. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Will it be in order to tay it 
on the table? 

The CHAIR replied that it would not, as a no- 
mination for Printer had been received. 

Mr. SBADE inquired if a motion to rescind or 
postpone would be in order. 

The CHAIR said a mot.on to postpone would be 
in order. 

. Mr. SLADE then moved to postpone the execu- 
tion of the order indefinitely. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON appea‘e from the deci- 
sion of the Cuarr, that the motion to postpone was 
in order. 

After a dis:ussion of some length on this point 
of order, between Messrs. BELL, PETRIKIN, 
JAMESON, SLADE, BRIGGS, LEWIS, HUB- 
BARD, TILLINGHAST and HOLLEMAN, the 
last named gent'eman moved to Jay the whole sub- 
ject on the table. 

Mr. CRABB then moved that the House ad- 
journ; which motion was decided in tie negative— 
yeas 105, nays 106. 

Mr. SLADE said, as the vote just announced 
showed that there was adisposition on the part of 
the House to proceed to the election of a Printer, 
he would withdraw his motion to postpone. 

Mr. SHERROD WILLIAMS said ithad been 
generally understcod, that if they had postponed 
the election of a Speaker antil afier the Presidents 
Message was, received, the Opposition could have 
elected their Speaker; and as there might bea chance 
of defeating Blair and Rives, by delaying the eles- 
tion of a Printer until after the message was re- 
ceived, he now move that the Heuse adjourn, 
which motion was decided in the affirmativc— 
yeas 110, nays 106, zs follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adains, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon H. 
Anderson, AnJrewa, Barnard, B-U, Biddle, Black, Band, Botta, 


Briggs Beoctiway, A. G. Brown, Anson Brown, Calhoun, 
Wm. i. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James 


Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cushing, Edward Davies, G. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Den- 
nis, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fi-her, Jas. 
Garland, R. Garland, Gates, Gentry, Gidding, Goggins, Goode, 
Graham, Granger, Graves, Grecn, Habersham, Hall, Wil- 
ham 8. Hastings, Henry, Wilt of Virginia, Hoffinan, Hunt, 
James, Charles Johnston, William Cost Johnson, King, 
Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin. Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, 
Pope, Proffit, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, 
Robinson, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepard, Simonton, 
Slade, Traman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, W. 
Todompson, Tillinghast, Tolan, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 
wood, P. J. Wagner, Warren, E. D. White, J. White, T. W. 
Williams, L. Williams, J. L. Williams, C. 1. Wiliams, $S. 
Williams and Wise—110. 

NAYS—Messra. H. J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Barke, S. H, 
Butler, W. O. Butler, Bynum, Juhi Campbell, Carr, Carrot), 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Comer, Craig, Crary, Dana, 
Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, De la Montanya, Doig, 
Dromgoovle, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Griftin, Hammond, Hani, J. 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holle- 
min, Hoimes, look, Hopkins, Howard, Huvbard, Jameson, 
J, Johnson, C. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montgomery, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Atbert Smith, John 
Smith, Thos. Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumpter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. 
Thomas, J. Thompson, Turney, Watterson, Weller, Wick, J. 
W. Williams, and H. Williams—106. 


The House adjourned. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Dec. 23, 1839. 
GENTLEMEN: Jn your paper of Saturday last, I 
am reported as having voted in the negative upon 
a proposition, the effect of which was, to reta n the 
viva voce mode of voting in the elections of the 
House, 
My name is recorded in the affirmative, and 1 so 
voted. $ 
Respectfu'ly yours, &e. 
JNO. HILL of N.C. 
M ssrs. Brar and Rives. 
[Mr. Hoox of Pennsylvania voted in favor of 
the viva voce, and his name was recorded on the 
journal as voting against 1t—Epitor Grose ] 


IN SENATE, 
Tvurspay, Dec. 24, 1839. 
A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by A. Van Boren, esq. his pri- 
yate secretary. 


| ing of his annual message; 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 


Te annual message of the President to the two | 
Houses of Conzress wes then read by the Secre; © 


tary of the Senate. [Sze Appendix ] 


| was referred to the Com 


When the message was read, Mr. ALLEN rose © 


and said: 


Mr. Presipent: Courtesy has, I am aware, 


made it the custom for a Senator representing the 
State frum which the President comes, and agreeing 
with him in political sentiments, to move the prin:- 
yet the Sena‘or from 
New York will, I believe, excuse the deep 
feeling which prompts me thus to rise, and in the 
exultation of renewed hope, exci-ed by this paper, 
for the future security of our institutions and wel- 
fare of the people, submit that motion my-elf. 

If, standing in this place, the friend of all, the 
enemy of none, I may be allowed to address a 


| single request to the whole body of my coun'rymen, 
| it is, that each man of them wiil deliberately 


consider this message, and that part of it, espe- 
cially, which relates to corporations, banks, and 
the currency. f 

To guaranty forever the rights, the happiness of 
individual man—to pretect the feeble agaiast the 
rapacity of the stroag—the who'e egainst the com- 


ina'ior i an equal distribution of ~ f $ 
bina'ions of the pars, by an eq aer heme his 


burdens and of blessings amonz all—was the cardi- 
nal object cf our civil institutions. But, notwith- 
standing this, the e rights have been vio'a’ed—this 
happiness perilled--this ra pacityallowed—-these com- 
binations formed—and this equality destroyed. Th: se 
things have been done, and that, too, under the au- 
thority of law. Curporatious innamerable freckle 
the face of the land. Corporations which, not 
content with a^solute power over the currency— 


over the property—over the labor of the en- | 


tire people, now seek to render themselves im- | 


mortal, and their dominion complete, by po- 
litical associations. Hence has arisen the pa- 
per system, wih all its complexity of fraud 
ani oppression; hence the pending strife between 
man and monopoly; and hence it is that the world 


now beholds’ this natioa s'rugg'ing, lke the fa- | 


bel Laocoon, to disengage its own body, and 
the bodies of is sons, from the fatal co:l of a 
serpent, whose convulsive energies have com- 
pressed those bodies well nigh un'o death. 

When, in 1837, after the universal crash of the 
banking sy-t m, the President :ecommended its 


severan. e from the Government, and the Govern- ` 


ment’s re-toraltion to its ancient policy, the 
pe‘p'e, unprepared alike for the ruin around 
tem, or the 1emedy proposed, remained, for 
a moment, equally confounded by both. State 
after State reeled from i's perpendicular and slid 
from h's support; politic'an after politician fled for 
safety cr for succor io the arms of his foes; yet he, 
almost alone, amidst the general cons‘ernation, 
amidst the deserions of the venal and the 


Also, a report from the Seceiary of the Trea- 
sury,in answer to a resolution of the Senate of 
March 2, 1839, in relation to the changes necessary 


in the present system of marine hosp:tils; which 
mittee on Commerce, and 


to be printed. 
ses a ‘not from the Secretary of War, (ran = 
mitting a report of the Ac ing Comm'ssicner ot 
P.nsions, in conform ty with a resonwien ol the 
Senate of May 29, 1830, sho ving the rejected ap- 
plications for p nsions for 1839; which was refer- 
red to the Commi tee on Pen-ions, ànd ordered to 

inted. 

eth a report from the Secretary of State, show- 
ing the number of American seamen registered in 
each port of en'ry of the United States, during the 
year 1839; which was referre{ to the Commitee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printe d. 

Also, a report from the &c:etary of the Trea- 
sury, inc mpliance with a resolutien of the Senate 
of December 19, 1838, con'aining a gene al state- 
ment in relation to the salt du'iss; which was refer- 


. red to the Committee on F nance. 


Also, a report from the Secretary of State, 
accounting for the expenditure of the contingent 
fund; which was ordered to lie cn the table, and be 
printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Trea- 
Avnual Reporton the sta‘e of the 
Finances; which was ordered to le on the table, and 
fifteen hundred additional copies to be printed for 
the use of the Sena‘e. 

Also, a r-port from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, in compliance with an act for the relief of 
certain insolvent debturs of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee ou the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to te printed. 

Mr. BENTON said that, since the erler had 
been given for the printing of the Presideat’s mes- 
sage, he had conversed with several of the Sena- 
to's, and they all concurred in t-e propriety of hav- 
ing an additional number printed. He would, 
thereore, move that five thousand copies, in ad- 
dition to those alieady or ere), be prnel. 

Toe resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. NICHULAS presented the petition of the 


` heirs and representatives of Anderson Lane; wh ch 
| was referred to the Committee on Private Land 


shrieks of the timid, stood unappalled—com- | 


fiding, as he ever has, does, and ever will, 


in that “sober second thought” of his covn- ` 
trymen, which is “never wrong, and always effi- ` 


cent.” Ani now, sir, sustained by the matured 


judgment of a grateful people—grateful to him, be- ° 


cause he was faithful to them—faithful, even at a 
tme when that very fidelity was atthe hazard of 
their displeasnre—the Pvesitent pe-ents again 
to his fellow-citizens a caart of principles, by 
which, if with skill we steer this our poli- 
tical ark, freighted as it is with our hopes and 
our cestin es, it will bear us onward in safety end 
in peace, however violent the storm of exasperated 
passions. 

Mr. A. concluded by moving that fifteen hun- 


dred copies of the message and documen's, an] five 


theus:nd additional copies of the me sige, be 
printed fer the use of the Senate. 
The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 
Tae CHAIR laid before the S: nate a message 
from the President of the United States, trans- 
miting a letter from the Governor of Iowa to the 


i Secretary cf Sta‘e, in relatien to the disputed 


boundary lina between that Teriitory and the Siate 


of Missouri; which, with the accompanying dozu- | 


men's, was ordered to be laid on the table and 
printed, 


Claims. 

Mr. N. a'so presented the memorial of the 
Mayor, Alderman, and inhabitan's of the city 
of New Orleans; which was r:ferred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. NICHOLAS, 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Andrew 
C. Aranstrong now on fie, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. NICHOLAS, 

Ordered, That the petition and papers in rela- 
tion to the claim of George M. Passeau be refer- 
red to ths Commi t:e on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented a memorial from 
sundry inhabiants of Belfast, Maine, praying fora 
reduction afthe ret-s of postage; which was ie- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of New York, praying ih? esta- 
blishment of a port of en ry at Milwaukie; which 
was referred to the Comittee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of William Resin, praying that 
certain duties may be tefun ited; which. was refez- 
red to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he entirely and heartily 
concurred in the sentiments expressed of the Pre- 
sident’s mess: ge, and the propriety of printing the 
extra number of copies; but there was another do- 
cument which more imperatively required the 
punting of an additional number. This was the 
Secretary’s Annual Report cn the state of the 
Finances. The message will be printed in every 
newspaper of the country, and will thus have a 
universal ci-calation; but the s'ze of the Secretary’s 
report would prevent its publication in any but a 
few of the papeis in our larger cilies. The fifteen 
hundred copies ordered would give us only about 
twenty copies each, anl he would himself have at 
least fifty applications for them. He would, there- 
fore, move that three thousand five hundred addi- 
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tional copies be printed, making five thousand in 
‘all, which would enable each Senator toc rculate 
seventy copies of this important and interesting do- 
cument, - 

The motion was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT, agreeably to previous notices, 
asked an l obtained leave to bring in a bill for the 
relief of WiliimH. Roberivon, Samuel H. Gar- 


row, and J. W. Simonton; which was read twice, ' 
and, with additional papers, referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Commerce. 

Also, a bill f r the relief of William A. White- 
head, late a collector of cus:oms at the port of Key 
West; which was read twice, and, with addit onal 
papers, referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a bil! mere effectually to secure the public 


meney in the Lands of officers and agents of the | 
Government, and to punish public defaulters; | 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 


tee on Financ , and or‘ered to te printed. 


asked and obtained leave to bring in the following 
bills: 

1. A bill to provide for a standing and perma- 
nent pre emp'tion system, with sales, also, to actual 
settlers at reduced prices. 

2. A bill to relinqu‘sh to the State of Mississippi 
the two per cent. fund arising under ker compact 
fur admission into the Un.on. 

3. A bill to cede to the State of M'ssissippi a 
quantity of pubiic land equal to that kerewofcre 
granted to the State of Obio fcr the pai poses of in- 
ieina] improvemen’. 

4. A bill to authorize the substitution of other 
lands in place of school sections which are u:eless 
or unproductive. 

5. A Lill in relation fo c'rtain rarways and ri- 
vers in the State of Mississippi. 

Which were :everaliy read twice, and referred 
to the Cc mmittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WALL, agreeably to notice given, asked 
and obtained leave to bring in the fo 

1. A bill to amend an act entit’ed “An act more 
effectually to provide for the puni-hment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and for other 

ar 3” 

2. ALill to prevent the counterfeiting of any 
foreign copper, guld, silver, or other;coin, and to 
prevent the bringing into the United States or ut- 
tering any counter-‘eit fore'gn copper, gold, silver, 
o. other coin. 

Which were severally read twice, and referred 
to the C: mmittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, agreeably to previous 
notce, asked and obtained leave to bring in the 
folluwing bills: 

1. A bi!l p oviding for the reduction and gradua- 
tion of the pice of tae public lands. 

2. A tiil to relinquisa to the Sta‘e of Alabama 
the two per cent. fund reserved by the act for her 
admission in‘o the Union, to te applied to the 
making of a road, or reads, leading to said State. 

3. A bill tb es'abl’sh an additional land district 
in the St:t2 of Alabama. 

4. A bill supplemental to the act, ent'tled “An 
act to giant pre-emp'ien rights to sewlers on the 
pablic lands,” approved June 22, 1838. 

Which were severally 1ead twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PRENTISS, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to bring ia a b ll to pro- 
vide for the e-tablishment of a Board of Commis- 
sioners to hear and dete’mine claims against the 
United States; which was read twice and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. i; 

Also, a bill grantiog a pension to Lemuel 
White; and 7 

A bill for the re'ief of Margaret Barnes, widow 
of Elijah Barnes; 


lowing bills: . 


Which were seveially read twice, and referred | 


to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PRESTON, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained Jeave to bring in a bill for the 
relief of General Croghan and General Wool; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PIERCE moved the reference of the petition 
ef David Groen, on the files of the Senate, with 


the accompanying papers, to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. P. also gave notice that he would, on 
to-mcrrow, ask leave to introduce the following 
bills: ; 

A bil for the relief of Joseph Bass>t. 

A ti'l for the relief of Samuel Collins. 

A till for the relief of John S. Billings. 

A bill for the 1e'ief of Hannah Leighton. 

Mr. P. also offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 


i be ins rected to report, as soon as may be conve- 


nient, a b Il for the equalization of tke pay of the 
officers of the line and the s'aft of the army. 

Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained notice to bring in a bill to re- 


. int such duties, and to cancel such bonds, as have 
: been required of persons engaged in the whale 
_ fishery, to restrain all fnture exactions of duties of 


: . such vessels and their ca:go-s; which was read 
Mr. WALKER, egreeably to notice given, ` 


lw ce and referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. HUBBARD, in pursuance of previous no» 
tice, ssked and obtained leave to introduc2 the fol- 
lowing bills: 

A bill for the relief of Walter Loomis and Abel 
Gay; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Commitice en Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel White; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. H. also presented the memorial of Isaac 
Brons-n; which was read twice and seferred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, in pursuance of notice, 
askel and obtained leave to bring in a bill to au- 
thorize the purchase of the private stock in the 
Louisville and Portland Canal by the United States; 
which was read twice and referred to the Commit- 
teecn Roads and Canals. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce 
the following bills: 

A bill for the ielief of the legal representatives of 
Col. Francis Vigo; which was read twice, and, with 
accompanying dccuments, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

A bill to author ze the New Albany and Mount 
Carme! Railroad Company to enter, on a credit, a 
quantily of land, to aid the company in the con- 
struction of a railroad from New Albany to Mount 
Carmel, Illinois; which was read twice, and re- 
feired to the Committee on Roads and Canals 


Mr. SMITH also offered the following resolu- | 


tion: > 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals te ins'ructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation to continue the con- 
s'rec‘ion of the Cumberland road in the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Iilinsis, the ensoitg year; and 
tha: sid committee a'so inquire in ih» expediency 
of appropriating a sum of money sufficient 1o com- 
plee sil road to Jefferson city, Missouri, to be 
paid over to the several States, within whose 
limits the road is to bə cons'ructed, in annual 
instalments, as ihe same may be required to er- 
sure an eccnomical, energetic, and speedy com- 
pletion of the work: Provided, The Sates will 
agree to accept the approrr-a'ion, and apply it to 
the object intenze l, and discharge the Genera! Go- 
vernment from any further appropriations; And 
provided, a'so, That the States have aatbority to 
Jay and collect toll on said road, sufficient to keep 
it in repair afteris construction; and shall allow 
the arms and munitions of warof the General Go- 
vernment to pass on the same toll free, 

Mr. SEVIER, in pursuance to notice given, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow- 
ing bills: 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; and 

A bill for the relief of Richard T, Banks; 

Which were severally read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion, the Senate then adj-urned until Fri- 
day next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tusespay, December 24, 1839. 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

A message was received from the President of 


the United States, by the hands of Apranam Van 
Buren, his private secretary. [See Appendix.] 
ceedings. } 

Afier the reading of the message, f 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the message be 
laid on the table and 10,000 copies printed. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL hoped the gentleman 
would not make the motion to print until a Printer 
was elected. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina renewed 
the motion to lay on the tab'e and print. 

Mr. VANDE® POEL objected to this motion be- 
ing made until a Printer was elected. 

Mr. WISE desired to have the message printed, 
and cared not by whcm it was done. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL had no doubt, if a motion 
was entertained to print the message, a discussion 
would spring up on it which would interfere with 
the election of Printer. 

Mr. WISE tben moved to lay she message on 
the tab'e and print 5,000 copies, with accompany- 
ing documents, and 15,000 copies without docu- 
meats, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called for a division of the 
question, so a3 to lake the question on the motion 
to lay on the table first. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend, ‘and that the 
message, without the dccumeats, be printed w.thin 
four days from this time.” 

Mr. WISE acc pted this as a modification. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine moved to amend by 
adding, “and that the Mrssaze be p ioted under the 
direction of the Clerk ” 

Mr. STANLY moved to strike out 20,000 and 
insert 6,000. A great deal bad becnsaid by gentle- 
men about economy in the expenditures, and the 
President had specially recommended it in tis mes- 
sage. Then let the gentlemen tegin a system of 
cconomy a! the threshold. 

The moti. n to lay the message on the table was 
then agreed to. 

Mr. TURNEY then moved to lay the mo'ion to 
print on the table, with a view of proceeding to ex- 
ecute the order of the House; which mot on was 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House the 
R-port of the S.cretary of the Treasury on the 
finances, which was Jaid on the table. He a'so 
s‘'ated that he had upon his table varous other 
teports and commun ca’ ons from the Departments. 

Mr. PETRIKIN proposed a resolution for the 
appo ntment of the santicg commi-tees; but the 
SPEAKER deci led that it was not then in order. 

The CHAIR then announce! the order of busi- 
ness to be the election of a Printer. 

Mr. GIDDINGS then moved to suspend the or- - 
dcr of businsss for the pu:pose of offering the fol- 
lowing reso'u ion: 

Reso’ved, That it is expressly understood that the ` 
eeclion of Printer shall give to the persons elected 
no right to do the public printing for a longer time 
than the Honse shall hereafter deem compatible 
with the public interest. 

The CHAIR said the moim to postpone - 
would te in order, but the resolution of the gentle- 
man would not be in order, because it was con- 
trary to the act of 1819, which specified the daties 
of the Print-r and the time be was to serve. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquire. if the election cf 
Print 'r was to take place by ballot, under the law 
of 1819, or viva voce, under the rule adopted by the 
House. - ; 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said it wou'd be time 
encugh to cecide that. question when it arose. 

Mr. FILLMORE said they were now about to 
execut2 the urder, and it was time it was known 
how it was to be executed. .. 

The CHAIR sid be had had some difficulty on 
this subject, tut his cp'n'on was that the mode 
prescribed by the law of 1819—namely, the elce- 
tion by ballot—was tie mode to be pursued ty the 
Hovss. 

Mr. McKAY said ke would stat>, fer the in- 
formation oi the Crair and the House, what had 
takea place in the Senate on this subject. The 
resolution of 1819 not only said that the Printer 
should be elected by ballot, but it weaton to de- 
clare that the person having the greatest numter of 


votes should be'dec'ared duly e'ected. ~ This elected ` | 
a Printer by a plarality of vores; yet, ia 1827, |i 
a resolation was introduced in the Senate by one: |. 


ofthe most distingaished lawyers- in the country, |; 


[Mr. Crayton of Delaware,} an passed, declaring 
that no person shuld be elected, except by a ma- 
jority of the votes ofthe members present. This, 
then, was an -alteration of che resolution of 1819 
by one body. Again: the resolution of 1819 p:o-- 


vided that the election of Printer should take place |! 


pear the close of a Congress, thus giving one Con- 
gress the power of electing officers for the next. 


-fn his opinion, this resolution’ of 1819 was, -in j, 
some respects, waconstitutional; for if the Printer |. 
| Alles, The game was in-their own lands, and 


was an officer- of the Government,-as some gentle- 
men.contended, the Executive must have tke ap-: 
intent of that officer under the Constitution 


appoint them in such manner. as they thought 
proper. o et eo Ea 
~ Mr. FILLMORE replied tothe remarks of Mr. 
McKay, and went ifto an examination of the vā- | 


rious modes adop'ed for appointing public Primer,” ig f f 
amept at ind iT Administration with making hypocritical prefessions 


and weat into an argument at sone féngilt to show 
that the: Printer of: Congress was fot an officer of 
that body. SP Bate tee ER a 43 
‘Mr. DAWSON nest folldwed, and urged a post- 
ponement of the e'ection of Printer fcr the present, ` 
for the purpose of a ceriainiag what p'an could be | 
adopted of~ reducing the expenditure for that | 
breneh of the pobiic service. He spoke of the 
high ‘prices paid for the pablic priating, and sad’ 

- that the sums paid the Ivs" year were £o enotmdus, 
that-Mr. Allen, the Prister of the “Houre, sold the | 
wort to Ga‘ex' acd Seaton, the former Printeis’ of ' 
the Hotse; and mate a forturie by it: Mr. Di rest 
ferced ‘o the -information he had“ rescived fiom a+ 
memter fiom: Massachuseits” relative to tbe pr.nt- 
ing done for the Lesislature of that State, whith he `| 
sax was da ne ‘forty-five per cent. cheaper, ant. 
much tetter work. He urged upon the Howse Wë: 

` propriety of ‘abolishing ‘the otd plan of executing 
the pablie print ny, an4 of stibstitating a more eco-? |; 

` Mr. VA NDERPOEL, to’ whom Mr. -Dawson® 
alldded in'h# '‘spzech, explaive l the langvage he, 
used . day. Mr. V. ’yrstérday asked. why, 
and be ‘now included the eent‘em?n from Georgia 
to-—why did they sit wi h ams folded for two’ 


years, after the last Printer was elected, and not ||. 
: election ought now to ‘be: postponed: to tase into 
; consiterat on the expenditure that might be saved 


propose sme measure to reduce the price cf the 
. pablic pitting. n Pi EA EETAS A 

. Mr. DAW:ON; on éontlvding hig remarks, pe~ 

> sented thé following res: lution, which was read: 

_ Resolved, That the order of this House, in rela- 
tien to the eleetion of ‘a Printer, be postponed until 
the Ist day of Febinary next. `> ae 

Resolved, further, That the Clerk’of this Hotse 


be ‘authorized ‘to employ some suitab'e persoù or, | 
pérsons:to’‘exettt'e the necessary printing of this "| 
House, iv the manner frestribed by the joint reso- |, D t 
t of the Honse at the ce-siomof 1837, when the pub- 


lation-of 1819, until farther‘ordered by this Honte, 
Resolved, farther, That a select: tom miitee be ap-" 

pointed to inquire. wheter the public printing of | 

this House cannct be better. and cheaper done by” 


contraét than by the existing mole. ` 


‘The SPEAKER said his-wpin'on was that the’ | 
mot on ws net how in'order, but if the gemleman ‘| 
wo :ld medify “bis motion, $0 as to make the p st- |, 


poem rit toa ‘day cé: tain, it'weuld bé in order.’ 


‘Mr: DAWSON m dified his resolution, so as to. |' 
|~ Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays, 


make the p stponement unit.) the first.of Febririry. - 
‘Mr. VANDERPOEL :aid the foint he made | 


yesterday, and from ‘which thé gentleman, from: |! 


Georgia could not escape, was, that this ft of pa- 


triotism, wh'ch hadal! dt once seized apen cettain 7 


ut if he Printer was an officer'of the two Houses,” | 
then-each House:had it in the r power to e’ect or’ |; 


; sage 
'. upon the 


_CONCHESHON ME GOPE? __ 


a 
I OCTET i ah 


in electing their Prin'er, after which they were sic 
lent for two years, arid madé no pirofiesit ons for a 
reduction of this branch ef the pubie expendi- 
ture. He would ak gentemen if their short 
lived notions of economy were not at a time. when 
they suppcsed the Administration hadia majority, 
which was the fact,’as elected by the peopl:; and 
when, by the aid of a’lit:le squad of Cons-rvatives, 
they had elected an Opposition Prints, if their pro- 
positions for cconomy did not ceas:?- Fhey snp- 


`. posed the game -was in their own hands, and acted 
| accordingly. Why -did they sit silent for two years, 


and net move in tris mattei? Tne Oppesi ion had 
their printers (Gales and Seaton) in the name of 


therefors; they made ne propositions for two years 
fer economy in the re printing . 

-Mr. MASON of Obio addresscd the Hous? 
Urging the necessi'y.of carrying out the system óf ` 
etonentical expenditare recommended in the.mes- 
of the President just received, and he called 
friends of the’ Administration to join. with 
‘the Opposition in commenc'ng this economy with 
-tbe public prin ing. Mr. M. charged the party of the 


` of attachment te: retrenchment and ‘reform, which ` 
- they never reduced to pract'ce,and congratala ted the. 


' printing -would-be 


members of this’ House, came tatherta'é; and now, | 
by aay of ating the force of that pos tion; ‘the, 


gentleman fidni Gecrgia said that the Administ-a- “|! 


tien: party, a'most to a’ man,‘ vo'ed agaiost Mri 7: 
“Prexens’s:propo-itioh. © ‘Bat gentlemen knew that _ 
ths ‘ant varions other propositions, were ma'e for ` 
the. pyrpose of stav-nz off te election’ of Prner, T 
when it was anpioaching, and that tte’ Ad minstiae" |: 
tion party voted asthey did now, against what they || 
conceived to be mete obstaclis th! own in the way,:" 
at the:same s'age of its _procetd igs. «But by ‘the 
aid. of the Gonseryatives, ihe Opposition: succeeded); 


aot 


-enrred to the princ'’p'es ‘whith brovght him into 


. Printer “for the ensuing Congress” folowing the ses- ` 


“party with which he acted upon the prosp. ct óf soon 
having an Executive m power who would be sn- 
cere in his professions. He'saw, in the recommen- 
dations of etonomy found in: the Presidents 
message; evidence that his power-was about to be 
taken from him; and it was- therefore that he re- 


offee. Mr.M. after speaking of the: expenses 
incurred. y the: House for priming daring Mr. 
Adams’ administrateon; ‘whic’; he raid; were:less . 
than the ‘expenses daring Mr. Van Eutren’s, went- 
on to refer to the necessary expenditares of. the. 
Government since the Demccratic patty came into 
power. He -went into an argument to show that” 
the most economical plan of executing the public’ 
to lit it out on contract to the. 


lowest bidder: see Fo: : 
Mr. DAVIS contended that there was nothing in : 
“the reso'ution of 1819 which made it incumbent on 
the Houte:to: preceed to the election of a public 
Frin‘er at this time. He thought the resolittion of’ 
1819, referred: «nly.to the: election ofa ‘public 


sion when t at resolution was ado; ted; and that the ‘| 


by gradvaring the pr ces in proportion tə the cheap- 


ness of materiais, the ‘facili ies: affutded by im- |i 
|. proved machinery, and the reducetprices of Jator..- 


Repiying ‘to Mr. Vanperrogt, he charged the Ad- 
nfinistration with extravagance and ‘wih making: 
ptofe-siens of economy which they wee unwilling 
to practive, > PSR RE IA Ee 
‘Mr’ BOND replied.at:length to the remarks of 


Mr. Vanperrokt,commenting on the proceedings 
lié Printer was e'egted. © ° 
-Mr.- BYNUM addressed the Hose tt. some: 
length, in reply to the remarks of Messrs. Dawson- 
‘ani Bonb, showing that they bad acd incoti't-': 
ently in regard.to this-question. [A Teport ‘of-his 
remarks will be publi-hed as soon as they can be 
piepared by the reporter.J © ` i E 
“Mr. CAMPBELL movel that when the House 
adjourn, it adjourn to‘meet on Friday next. 


and this question being put; it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 88, nays 86. 

.Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then rote toa point of 
crder. “Ide submittsd to the Cram, whether the 
motion for the House to adjourn over until Friday 
wasin:order, While another subject was pending, 
and not decided on. ~ It requi:ed -a'vote of twv- 
thirds, besrid, by the rates of the House; to put this 
„question. P 8 a ORS l 

-The CHAIR ‘said it was too lateto raise that 
question now. e 5 S p Sie 

Mr. GIDDINGS then mored that the House do 
now adj rh; atid the yeas and nays being éalled 
f r by Mr. BYNUM and several others, the ques- 
fitmativeyeas 66, nays Rori e- 


g 


' tion was taken in this way, and decided in the af- 


could have e’ecied the r Speaker,” 


‘Correction: Our reporter misunderstuod the re- 
marks of Mr. Saerrcp Williams on moving an 
adjournment last evening. Instead of saying, ‘it 
hed been generally undesstoo}, that if they had post- 
poned the elcct:on of a Speaker until after the Pre- 
sidents message was received, the Opposition 
as reported in the 
G'obe, Mr. Wititams said it wis generally un- 
derstood at the commencement of the 25th Con- 
gress, that if the President’: message had been sent 
in before the election of Speaker, the Opposition 
could have de‘eated Speaker Polk. 
IN SENATE, 

f Fripay, December 27, 1839. 

The Hon. R. M. JOHNSON, Vice Presiveat of 
the United States, took the Chur as President of 


-the Senate this morning. 


A messxge was received from the Presidert of th 
Un ted States, by M. Van Boren, esq his Privats 
Secretary. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senste the follow- 
ing documents: f 

A message from the President of the United 
States, concerning the descript'on of papers deemed 
necessary to be provided by law for the use and 
protection of Ameiican vessels engaged in the 
whale fisheries; which was referred to the Com- 
mit'ce on Commerce, and ordered to be prin‘ed. 

A mesage from the President of the Uni'el 
States, in relation to the law provid ng for the 
taking of the sixh censu-; which was referred to 
the Commiitec on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 


prioted. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, in relation to the transfers of appropriations 
inthe War Department; which was refered to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, in ielation to the transfers of appropria- 
tons in the Navy Department; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 

rinted. o. . 

A report from the S cretary of the Treasury, in 
compliance with a reso'ution of the Senate in re- 
lation tu the executi:n of the 13h and 14th scc- 
tians of the act t> regulate the deposit-s of the pub- 


‘lic money, approved Jane 23, 1836; which was re- 


ferred to the Commitee- on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. © i l 

A report from the Secretary ef the Treasury, 
tavsmitting the rep rt of F. R. Hassler, as st- 


'p-r:ntendent of. the” survey of the coast and of the 


construction of standards of weights and measur: s; 
which ‘was referred to the Cemmitiee on Commeree, 
and 500 additional copies ordered to be printed. 

A rerért from the Secretary-of State in relation 
to the expenditure of the contingent fund of that 
Departmént; which was refe:red_to the Committee 
cn Finance, a . 

A ‘report from the.S:cretary of the Navy, in re- 
lat’on to the expenditue of the contingent fund of 
that Department; which was re‘erred to. the Com- 
mittee on Finance. _ i SE 


A letter from. the, Commissioner of the. Pub'ic 
Buildings, reportit.g the manner in whieh all appro- 
priations, for the public buildings and grounds have 
been applied; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pabl c Buildings, . : 

-A.letter-from the Librarian of Congress, in 
obed‘ence: with the res lotion of the Senate of 


- February 15, 1839, directing him to make out and 
_Teport to. the Senate, at the commencement of the 


‘first session of the next Congress, a catalogue of all. 
the laws, and of alt the legislative and exeoutive 
journals and decaments of the several States and 
Territories, now in the Library; which was laid on 


the tab'e, and ordered to be printed. 

-On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the 
file. in relaticn to the case, of Isaac Biss a ore : 
“referred to. the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

“Mr. HUBBARD ‘presented the p-tt on of John 
Barke; which was referred to the Committee oa 

r. H. alo presented the. petiioh of David 
aon hioi was referied o the oranice pa 

Mr. TAPPAN presinte? the petition of Jobas ` 
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than H. Wallace; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Frivate Land Claims. 


On m: tioa of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the peti- = 
rey pial ea : Monroe; which was referred to the Committee on 


tiva of James McCrary of Alabama was taken 
from the files of the Senate, an! referredto the 
Comauitee cn Revo‘ationary Claims. 

Also, on his motion, the petition and doenmen’s 
of William Parclay, of Marshall couny, Alabama, 
pray ing a grant of land, was taken from the Ves, 
and referred to the Comm tee on Private Land 
Cains. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama also presen'el the me- 
moralof a large number of the citizens of fhe 
county lately ceded by the Cherokees in Alabama, 
prayiog the extens on of the bensfi s of the late pre- 
empton taw to those who occupied and caltiva‘el 
sixteenth sections appropriated for schools; which 
was re‘e:red to the Commiitce on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. C. also presented the petiticn of Thomas 
L. Bone, of Jackson county, Alabama, frayicg to 
be paid tòree hundred dollars ‘er that amount in 
Tieasary notes, which were consume i and lost by 
the barnicg of bis dwelling house: refereed to the 
Committee on Clans. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented a memorial from in- 
habitants of the town of Albion, Illino s, praying 
for an appropr ation in ail of the New Albany 
aod Moont Carmel Railroad Company; which was 
1eferred to the Commitiee oa Roads ant Canals. 

Mr. R. a'so preseated the petition cf Hezekiah 


Cannirgham, askiog compensation for t'ansporta- | 


tion of the mzil; which was reerred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Pcst Roars. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Concecticut, the 
neon a in relation to the claim of Daniel 

t, the claim of John S. Biilings, and the claim 
of Nathan Kings'ty, were severally ordered to be 
referred to the Cumaitiee on Claias. 

Mr. SMITH then asked that Jabez L. White 
have leave to w thdraw certain papers in relation 
to a mail ecntraet, in order that they might b> pre- 
sented in the House; which, fier s me remarks 
fiom Messrs. LINN, WALL, DAVIS, HCB- 
BARD, and SMITH cf Connecticut, was unani- 
moasly agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH also presented the petition of Mar- 
garet! L-ech; which was referrcd :o the Comm. ttee 
on Pens ons. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
Dan el Palmer, praying for an increase of pers.on; 
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Mr. R. also presented the petition cf Archibald | 
S. Campbell; whieh was referred to the Committee | 
on Naval Afia rs. 

Mr. R. also presented the petition of Elizabeth 


_ Pensions, 


Mr. WILLIAMS presented the petition of An- 


` drew Forrest; which was referred to the Committee 


` on the Judiciary. 


` and papers of 


by Mr. WILLIAMS, the petition 
Henry Fry were taken from the files 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the papers on file in 
relation to the claim ef Moses Elmer, were referred 
to the Committee on Revolationary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, the papers on 
file in relation to the case of John H. Hall, were 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

M:. MERRICK presented the memorial of offi- 


On motion 


__ cers of the line of the army, a-king for an equaliza- 


which was referred to the Commitee on Pensions. ;; 


Mr. B. also p:esented tae memorial of the mem- 
bers of the bar cf the ci'y cf Pittsburg, asking that 
the compensation of the Judge of the Western Dis- 
triet of Pennsylvania may be increase}; which was 
referred to the Comm t'ee cn the Judiciary. 

Mr. B. also p:eseated a memorial from citiz-ns 
of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, asking for the 
establishment of a post route; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Pest Office and Post 
Roz ds. 

Mr. B. also presen‘ed the petition of Abraham 
Coote, praying an incieas? of pension; which was 
re‘erred to the Comm: ttee on Pensions, 

Mr. DAVIS fre ested the petition of Maj. 
Thomas Halstead, asking for an increase cf pen- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. D. also presented the memorial of Paul J. 
Ciiffo.d, asking for a g:ant of land fur services ren- 


der.d; which was laid on the tab'e ard crdered to |; 


be printe]. 
Mr. ROANE presented the petition of William 
- R.Johnson,execater of George Evars; 
The memorial of William Teas; 
The memorial of Richard Taliaferro; 
The memcrial of Capt. Wi! iam Megginson; 
The memorial cf Georze Gilmer; 
The memorial of John Spi:fa hom, and 
The memorial of the exeeu: ors of Thomas Griffin; 
Which were severally referred to the Commit'es 
on Revolutionary Ciains. 


| Lands. $ 


tion of pay with the stad; which was referred to the 
Commi'tee on M.litary Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of Dr. Samuel Correy; 
which, after some explanatory remarks from 
Mr. M. was referred to a select committee of 
three, and the memonal was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK then moved that when the Se- 
nate acjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday next; 
which was agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. CALHOUN, the papers on | 


file jn relation to the claim cf Edward Wade, | 
were referred to the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to intredace the following bills: 

A bill fcr the relief of Philip Wiedman. 

A bill for the relief of John J. Bulow, jr. 

A bill for the relief of Malachi Hagan. 

A bill for the rel'ef of Joseph Hernandez. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had b-en referred tLe bill to pro- 
vide fur the establishment of a Board of Commis- 
sioners to hear and determine claims against the 
United Sta‘es, reported the same without amend- 
ment, and recommended its pas-age. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which - 
had been referred the bill for the 1e! ef of Walter 
Loomis and Abel Gay, repcerted ia favor of its 
passage, and movel that the report be printed; , 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce 

A joint resolotion, authorizing certain surveys 
to be made; which was rca twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Als*, a bill making grants of land to certa‘n 
States tor the purposes of internal improvements; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Public Lands. ' 

Also, a bill for the relief of certain companies of 
Michigan m litia; which was re d twice and re- 
ferred to the Committe on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill making appropriations to complete 
certain roads commenced by the United States in 
the Siate of Michigan; which was read twice, and 
referredto the Committee cn Reads and Cana's. 

Mr. BUCHANAN gave notice that, on tc-mor- 
row, he wou'd ask teave to in'r.dace a bill for the 
rel'ef of Samuel R. Slaymaker. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introdrce the follow- 
inz bills: 

A bi'l for the relief of John McCarty: read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of William Jone:: read 
twice, and referrel to the Committee on Public 


A bill for the relief of Captain Sncdgrass’scom- | 
pany of mounted volun‘eers: read tw ce, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Mivitary Affairs. | 

A bill for the relief of Richard Robertson: | 
read twice, and tefeired to the Commitee on | 


Claims, | 


i 
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On motion of Mr. C. the papers connected with 
the above bills were respectively referred to the 
same committees. 

Mr. PRENTISS, agreeably to notice, asked 


' and obtained leave to introduce a bill authorizing 


the payment of invalid pensions in certain cases; 


. which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 


tee on Pensions. 

Also, a bill granting a pension to David Waller: 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KNIGHT, agreeably to notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Samuel Warner: read twice, and referred to the 
Commi tre on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WALL, fcom the Committce on the Judi- 
ciary, to which had been referred 

A bill to amend an act entitled “An act more 
effectually to provide for the punishmentof certain 
crimes against the United States, and for other pur- 

sez; and 

A bill to prevent the counterfeiting of any fo- 


_ reign copper, gold, silver, or other coin, and to pre- 


vent the bringing into the United States, or uttering 


' any counterfeit foreiga copper, gold, s.lver, or other 
l coin” 


Reported the same without amendment, and re- 


; commended their passage. 


Mr. LINN, in pursuance of previous netice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow- 
ing bills: 

A bill for the relief of John E. Metoalfe and 
others. 

A bill to confirm the title to a certain tract of 
land in the county of Mobile. 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Greensburg land district, State of Louisiana. 

A bill authorizing a patent to be issued to Joseph 
Campan, for a certain tract of land in the State of 
Michigan. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Madam de 
Lusser, 

A b'li for the relief of Pierre Balin. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of William Conway. 

A b lt for the relief of Daniel Marsaque. 

A bill for the relef of Alvarez Fisk. 

A bill for the relief of Juan Belgar. 

A bill for the relief of Francis Laventure, Ebe- 
nezer Childs, and Linas Thompson. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Brgy. 

A bill for the rel'ef of Joseph Cochran. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 


| Phil. Barbour, deceased. 


_A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Loui- 
siana. 
A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan. 
A bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Granger. 
A bill for the reliet of Sebastian Butcher and 
heirs and legal representatives of Bartho'omew 


: Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Pe'er Bloom. 
| - A bill for the relief of Obed P. Lacey. 


A bill to continue in force the act for the final 
adjastment of private land claims in Missouri. 

A bill to transfer to the citizens of the parish of 
Concordia, in the State of Louisiana, the interest 
of th: United States to a certain tract of land. 

A bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to t'e 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceas-d. A 

A bill confirming ceriain land claims in Mis- 
souri. 

A bill to confirm certain land claims ia the 


| Ovachita 'and disirict, in the Sta’e of Louisiana. 


A bill to confirm land claims in the district be- 


` tween the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers. 


A biil to settle the title to certain tracts of land 
in the State of Arkansas. 

A bill to amend an act confirming certain land 
cla'ms in the State of Michigan. 

A bill sapplementary to an act entitled “An act 
to amend an act for the appointment of commis: 
s‘oners to adjust the claims to reservations ef land 
under the 14ih article of the treaty of 1830, with 
the Choc'aw Indians.” 


< 


l 


ported salt, granting a bounty on pickled fish ex- 
ported, and allowances to certain vessels employed 
-in the fisheries,” approved July 29, 1813, and to 
_Fepeal all acts ia continuation or amendment of the 
same; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 


` Which were severally read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

"Oh motion by ‘Mr. LINN, alt the papers on file: 
itt relation t> the “above bills, were ref rred to the 


_ Mr. L. also, on leave, introduced a bill for cre- 
ktina pew land d'Sirict. inthe State of Missouri, 
and for changing the boundaries of the southwest- 
ern and western land district in said State; which 
‘was read twiee, ‘and referred to. the Committee on 
the Public Lands. ee Š 
Mr. L. on‘ leave, ‘ard: in-porsnance of previous 
notice, iatroduccd a bill to authoriz* peyment te be 
imadé to: certain ‘Missouri: volunteers, for ser- 
‘vices.in: the years 1829 and 1830; which was reed 
twice, and referred to ‘the Committee on Military 
Affairs. ` or ee ee = 
Also, & bilt for the relief of Pierre Menard and 
‘others; which was read: twice, and referred to the 
Committee or the Jadiciary.. 0 - : dy 
. Mr FULTON, ia pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce. the following bills: 
A b:ll for the relief of sundry citizens of -Arkaa- 
gas, who lost their improvements in consequence 
of a treaty between the United States and Choctaw 
Tadianw: ee, . 
A bil to'dettle the title to ce tain tracts of land in 
the St te of Arkansas. — f Pig a A 
~~ A bill to suthor:ze:: ihe inhahitants of -township 
e‘ght north, range thirty-two: west, in‘ tie State of 
Arkansas; fo-enter a section of land in lieu of the 
-sixfeenth section in said townth'p, upon condition 
that the same is surrendered to the United States for 
‘mil tary parposes.. | T >o So ooe a mo l 
A bill to revive an act authorizing certain sol- 
diets in the late war to surrender the bounty lands 
drawn by them, and to lecate ather in -liew thereof, 
abd for-otker:parporess} es, ey es, 
Whickh-we:e severally read- twiee, and referred 
tothe Commities‘on the Pablie Lands: — +. 
~ Also, abill making appropriations to compleie 
certain military roads in the State of, Arkaasgs; 
whieh was read (wice,-and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals. i 7 a 
Mr. ROBINSON, in: pursuance. of notice; asked 
and pbtained leave to bring in a bill for the relief 
of A.G. S. White; which was read twice and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post. Officeand Post 


asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill giving 
the assent of Congress to an act of the General As- 


Falmouth aod Alexandria Railroad Company; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. . 


which lays over: . da TE 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed ts communicate to the Senate all the in- 
formation which it is in the power of the Depar'- 
ment-to obtaie as to the value of the different State 
bonds in the London market.. Also, the value of 
the different railroad and canal stocks.of the re- 
_ spective States in the home market. 


.which lays over: 


honds issued, and authorized to be issued, in that 
Territory, with copies from the journals of the 
. Council, showing any thing that was done in autho- 
.riziog the issue of such bunds, with the 
‘names of the members of the Council at that 
time, their votes in each case, the names 
of the Governors. who. may have approved 
‘laws for the issuing of Territorial bonds, or who 
may have signed or endorsed the said bonds; also, 
: the purposes for which siid bonds were issued, and 
‘when issued. in favor of corporations, the names 
of the corporations, and the corporators and their 
officers, and the use made of said bonds, and the 
resent value of said bonds in the American‘and 
aropean markets, with the condition of the cor- 

, porations which have had the use of said bonds, 
. and how far they are fulfilling the purposes for 


the actsof incorporation which have been passed 


the 3d of March, 1823, and the acts in amend- 
ment. thereof,and when, and how said acts were 
. Feperted to the President of the United States, to 
be laid before Congress. - 
Mr. B. also offered the following resolut‘on, 
which lays over: 
‘Resolved, That the President of the United States 
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Mr. TAPPAN gave notice: that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a. joint resolution to 
amend the Constitution of the United States so as 
to limit the .term of service of judges in the Fede- 
Tal courta. o aoo ee a 

Mr. SEVIER gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill making an ap- 

- pro, riatiom for the removal of the. sait im Red 
river. . gi 

Mr. YOUNG, in persnance of previous notice 

asked and obtained. leave: to Pur neha the follow- 
ciag bills ee ey ee og 

. CA Lilt vanthor‘zing the. President to cause: the 
psi lead ate Ager ana va papaa rari 
in the seyeral Sta‘es and Territoyies, tọ be sold as 
other public lands. Pigli engien seer ls f 

A-bill:for the- relief :of the -widow and minor 
heirs at law of Semuel Hill; deceased... 
A dill for the relief of Epraim-Sprague... 
A. bill for the relief of James Datton. . - 

n TA bill forthe relief of Jane Waller. 
Which. were ‘severally. read twice, and referred 
ta the Committee on the Public Lands. . |. 
“Miri ¥.also, on: leave, introduced a bill granting 

` to the State of Iilinois the right of way throagn the 
public-lands of the ‘United. States, apd for other 
purposes; which waz read twice, and referred to the 

-‘Committee on Roads and Canals.: 

Also, a bill for the relief of Thomas H. Owen, 

4 hn a aeon ™ ge — which was: read 

vice, referred to the ittee on the. 
r. BENTON, -agreeably to previous notice 

- asked: and- obtained leave to iarodans -@ bill pro- 
viding for. the summary. collection of small bank- 

` m-tes-in the District ef Colambia; which was read 
Iwice, and referred to the Committee on Finanee. 

r. BENTON aiso, agreeably to previous n 
tice, asked and „obtained leave to bring ina bill to 
repeal.the act entitled “An act eying a duty on 1m- 


made of all disbursing officers and agents, and all 


to ascertain from, them whether they have sold or 
.-@zchanged Government drafis or other Govern- 
. ment funds, or their own drafis cn the Govern- 
. mest, during the years 1838 and 1839, for paper 
- money of the following descriptions: 

_4.. Bank notes of the Siate banks of the United 
States, and especially notes of. a less denomination 
than twenty dollars: ss 5i 
; < 2. Bank notes of the present Bank of the United 
. States, and especially noies of a less denomination 

than twenty dollars. .. . 


States, and especially any of such notes of a less 
Genomination than one hundred dollars; also, of 
j a Jess denomimation than twenty dollars, and 
-which had been made. payable et more 
` than sixty days afet date, or which were. not 
due, or which bad been alter-d by the pen; and if 
£0, that they report-the times and places of such 
sales or exchanges, and with whom made, and the 
amonats so sold or exchanged. Š 

_ Also, that the President communicate io the Se- 
Rate the name of any disbvrsing ¢fficer, agent, or 
coniractor, who shall fail to answer the foregoing 
. inqairies sn a reasonable time. Al.o, that he com- 
: municate a list of soch Treasury or Post Offi-e 
drafts in favor of dsbursing officers, agents, and 
, contractors, for the years 1838 and 1839, as shall 
appear to have been sold, with the names of the 
endorsers, and to whom paid; that the Sccretary 
of the Treasury cause inquir.es to be mad of the. 
deposite banks, since the general resumption of 
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+Mr. ROANE, agreeably to previous notice, | 


sembly of: the State of Virginia incorporating the | 


_ Mr, BENTON offered the following resolution, 


Mz... B. also .offered the following resolution, | 
l 


Resolved, That the President of the United States | 
-be requested to obtain from the consti'uted autho- . 
‘Tities in Florida,. a statement of all the Territorial ; 
: tional 


. which they were created. Also, a statement of all | 


_by the said Legislative Council of Florida, since | 


camp 


` be requested to caute the-proper inquiries to te | 


3. Post notes of the present Bank of the United || 


specie paymen’s in 1838, whether the Government 
drafts which have been sold by disbursing cfficers, 
agents, and contractors, have been usually paid in 
specie; avd if so, all the particulars as to the several 
sums and total amounts paid, and to whom paid, 
and where, as nearly as can be stated. 

Mr. BENTON also offered the following resolu- 


| tion: 


Resolved, That there is nothing in the Constitu- 
tion of the United States which can authorize the 
Legislative power of the Union to assume the debts 
of the States which have teen contracted for local 
objects and State purposes. 

2. That the assumption of such debts, either 
openly, by a direct promise to pay them, or dis- 
guisedly, by going security for their payment, or 97 
creating surplus revenue, or applying the nationa. 
funds to pay them, would be a gross and flagran: 
vivlation ot the Constitution, wholly unwarranted 
by the letter or spirit of that instrument, ard utterly 
regugnant to all the objec's avd purpos:s for which 
the Federal Unicn was formed. 

3. That besides its flagrant unconstitutionality, 
such assumption would be unjust, unwise, impo- 
politic and dangerous, compelling the non-indebted 
Slates to incur burdens fer others which they have 
refused to incur for themselves—iverting the na- 
funds from national objects to State 

obje:ts—and thereby creating a necessity for 
loans or taxes, or issues of Federal paper 
money, to supply the place of the funds s> di- 
verted—prostrating the barriers of economy, mode- 
ration, and safety,in the crea'ion of S ate debts, 
by separating the functicn of contractor from that ot 
payer of the deb'—extinguishing the sense of rc- 
spons. bility in the contractor, and making the Fede- 
ral Government the ultimate payer ofall the obli- 
gations contracted by the States tor their own pur- 
poses—establishing a dangerous precedent, which 
must soon bé followed up by new debts on the part 
of the States, and new assumptions on the part of 
the Federal Government—invading the rights ant 
mortgaging the property cf posterity, and loading 
unborn generations with debts not their own—cre- 
ating a new national cebt of large amount at the 
s'art, and of a nature to perpetuate its own exist- 
ence—begetting a spirit in Congress, which must 
constantly cater for distributions, by preventing 
necessary appropriations, and keeping up unneces- 
sary taxes—laying the foundation for a new and 
excessive tariff of duties on foreign imports, to fall 
unequally on different parts ofthe Union, and 
‘most heavily cn the planting, graia growing, 


l. and provision raising &tat.s, to their manifest in- 
| jury, and probable gieat discontent—involving dis- 
i! astrous consequences, either to the Union itself, or 
. contractors, (the Post Office Department inclusive,) | et i 3 


te its members, as tending to the consolidation of 


| the States, and their ultimate abject dependence on 


the Federal head as the fountain of their suppl es 
or tending to the annihilaticn of the Federal head 
itself, by stripping it of all its means of natural; 
defence and self support, and reducing it to the 
helple-s imbecility of the old Confederation—giv- 


| ing a new impulse to the de'usive career of the pa- 


per system, already in a state of dangerous over- 
action—insuring the establishment of another Na- 
tional Bank—and, finally, begetting’a passion for 
periodical distributions of lands and money, and 
extensions of Federal credit, which could find no 
limit to its demands until the national domain: was 
exhausted, the Federal Treasury emptied, and tke 


; credit of the Union reduced to contempt. 


4 That the d:b's of the Sta‘es, being now chiefly 
held by foreigners, and constituting a stock in fo» 
reign markets, now greatly depreciated, any legis- 
lative atiempt te obtain the assamption or security- 
ship of the United States for their payment, or to 
provide for their payment out of the national 
funds, must have the effect of enhancing 
the: value of that stcck to the amount of a 
great many millions of dollars, to tke enor- 
mous and undue advantage of foreign capitalists, 
and of jobbers and gamblers in stocks; thereby 
holding cut inducements to fore'gners to interfere 
in our affairs, and to bring all the influences of a 
moneyed power to operate upon publie opinion, 
upon our elections, and upon State and Federal le- 
gislation, to produce a consummation so tempting 
to their cupidity, and so profitable to their interest. 
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5. That foreign interference ard foreign ingu- 
ence, in all ages, has been the bane and curse of 
free Governmen's, and that such interference and 
influence is far mo e dangerous in the insidious in- 
tervention of the monezed power, than in the forci- 
ble invasions of fleets and arm es. 

6. That to close the door at once against all ap- 
plications for such assampticn, and to arrest at 


their source the va:t tide of evils which would flow : 


from it, itis necessary that the const tuted authori- 
ties, without celay, shall RESOLVE and DE- 
CLARE their utter opposition to the propesal con- 


tained in the late London Bankers’ Circular in re- | 


lation to State debts, contract d for local and State 
purpoes, and recommending to the Congress of 
the United States to assume, or guaranty, or pro- 
vide for, the ultimate payment of said detts. 

The r.soluticn, on mction of Mr. B. was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. TAPPAN offered the following res: lution, ` 


wh'ch lays over: 
Resolved, That a committee of three members be 


appointed, who, together with a like number tobe | 
appointed by the House of Representatives, shall - 


direct the expenditures of all moneys appropriated 
to purchase books for the Library of Congress. 

Mr. FULTON offered the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing ports of entry on the western border of 
the State of Arkansas, to be located on Red 1iver 
and Arkansas river; and alsoof entitling all fo- 
reign merchandise exported over land from those 
ports into Mexico, to drawback. 

Mr. HUBBARD offered the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be in 


structed to inquire into the expediency of amending `i 


the acts of Congress granting pensions for disabi- 
lities incurred during the last war, so as to have‘the 
pensions of such invalids commence at the time 
this disability was received. ` 


Mr. YOUNG offered the following resolution, `, 


which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be | 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of of esta- 


Cairo, in the State of Illinois. 

The following resolution, submitted some time 
since, by Mr. TAPPAN, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, Tha‘ the Secretary of War be ciected 
to report to the Senate: 

1. What would be the effect upon the military 
service of the country, tof a rgu'alion by which 
all officers of the army, on arriving at sixty years 
of age, should be permitted to retire from service 
upon half pay. 

2. What would be the probable annual charge 
upon the Treasury of such a regulation. 

The following resolution, submitted some time 
since by Mr. DAVIS, was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instrueted to inform the Senate— 

1. Whether duties have been exacted of any vessels 
-of the United States employed in the whale fishery, 
for tonnage, or the produce of such fisheiies, and 
if so, under what authority. 

2. What papers were furnished to such vessels 
before they cleared, and were they such as have at 
all times been granted to vessels thus employed. 

3. What amount of duties and charges have 
been paid, what amount bonded, and are the bonds 
how in force, and unpaid. 

4. Are duties now exacted of all such vessels as 
they arrive, and what amount of fees, if any, have 
accrued to officers of the customs from this source, 
and at what places. 

On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, so much cf 
the President's message as relates to our foreign 
relations was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
- Relations, 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, so much of the 
President’s message as telates to the fiscal affairs 
of the country was refeir.dto the Committee on 
Finance. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, so much of the 
the President’s message as relates to military af- 


fairs was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, so much of the Pre- 
sident’s message as relates to the judiciary was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, so much 
of the President’s message as relates to the militia 
and the report of the Secretary of Wat was refer- 
Ted to the Committee on the Militia. 

On motion by Mr. NORVELL, so much of the 


| President’s message es relates to commerce was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On moticn by Mr. ROBINSON, so much of the 
President’s mers3ge as relates to the pest offices 
and post roads was referred to the Committee on 


` the Post Office and Post Roads. 


‘| ry line of Missouri. 


On metion by Mr. WILLIAMS, so much of the | 


President’s message as relates lo naval affairs was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. FULTON, so much of the | 


| Fresident’s message as relates to the public lands 
was r: ferred to the Commitiee on the Pubiic Lands. 
On motion, 
The Senate adjourned iiil Monday next. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Farpay, December 27, 1839. 
The SPEAKER laid tef re the Hovs2 a letter 
from Hon. Cnaries Fenton Mercer, stating that 
; he had resigned his seat in the Hcuse; which was 
j laid on the table. 
| The SPEAKER then laid before the House the 
following messege from the Piesiceat of the Uni- 
| ted State ; wh:ch was laid on the table: 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
| I herewith communicate to Congress copies of a 
; letter from the Governor of Icwa to the Secretary 
: of State, and of the documents transmitted with it, 
on the subj-ct of a dispute respecting the bounda- 
The disygreement as to the 
: extent of their respective jurisdictions has produced 


|; a state of such great excitement, that E think it ne- 


: cessary to invite your early attention to the report 
| cf the commissioner appointed torun the line in 
| question under the act of the 18th June, which was 
i sent to both Houses of Congress by the Secretary 
t 
| 


i of St the 30th of last. 
blishing a port of entry and delivery at the city of |; of Siate on the Sithot senor. 


M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasuineton, Dec. 23, 1839. 
The resolution from the Senate providing for 
the election of two Chaplains of different denomi- 
nations for the two Hcuses, was taken up and con- 


| curred in. 


Mr. HOFFMAN then submitted a resolution 
to continue the rules and orders of the House in force 
until the 10th of January; which was considered 
and adopted. 

Mr. WISE submitted a resolution that the stand- 


i: ing committees of the House be now appointed by 
' the SPEAKER. 
| word now, in the resolution, but it was understood 


Mr. W. explained that he used the 


thatthe committe:s would not be announced until 
Monday. He wished further tosay, thrcugh the 
Spzakenr, to his constituents, and he spoke to them 
especially, that he did nct desire, during this szs- 
sion of Congress, to be placed on any of the stand- 
log commit ees of the House; and he requested 
that the Speaker might not p'ace him on any of 
those committees. He hoped the Speaker and 
the House would indulge. him in tais request for 
private reasons, which it wes not necessary for him 
to divulge to the Hous?. Mr. W’s resolution was 
then cons.dered and adopted. 

Mı. BRIGGS then moved that when the House 
adjourn, it adjoura to meet again on Monday; 
which motion was considered and adopte 

ELECTION OF PRINTER. } 

The CHAIR announced the nextt 
order to be to dispose of the resolution wit 
to the election of Printer. 

. The question pending was on three reso¥utions 
submitted by Mr. Dawson: the first to postpone 
the election of Printer to the Ist of February; the 
second to authorize the Clerk to employ a printer 
in the mean time; and the third to appoint a com- 
mittee to inquire whether the printing could not be 


done ia a better and cheaper manner than at pre- 
zent, 


Mr. GIDDINGS was entitled to the floor upon 
this question. 

Mr. THOMAS said as there appeared to be a 
number of members absent at the present time, 
there had been some interchange of opinions on 
this subject, and there appeared to be a general 
disposition to adjourn this subject over until the 
second of January, when there would probably be 
a full attendance of members. 

Mr. DAWSON gave notice to the House that 
he would, when the subject comes up for conside- 
ration, Offer a resolution as a substitute for the 
last resolution, which, in substance, proposes to 
separate the public printing from pelitical journals. 
After some little conversation between Messrs. 
i, DAWSON, STANLY, BR:GGS, THOMAS, ard 
GIDDINGS, 

Mr. DAWSON modified his fi:st two resoluticns, 
} as follows; and, thus modified, they were adopted 
by the Hovs’: 

Resolved, That the order of the House in relation 
to the election of a Printer, be ros'poned until the 
10th day of January next. 

Resolvd, further, That the Clerk of this House be 
authorized, in the mean time, to supply some sui:- 
able person or persuns to execute tle necessary 
printing of this House, in the manner prescribed by 
the joint resolut on cf 1819, until said 10th day of 
January next. 

The third reso'ution, which was in the following 
wirds, was then postponed until the 10th of 
January: 

Resolved, further, That aselect committee be ap- 
pointed, to inquire whether the public printing of 
ths House cannot be better and cheaper done by 
contract than by the exisiing mode. 

-Mr. CRABB then, at the request of the gentle- 
man from Georgia, (Mr. Cooprr,} moved to r con- 
sider the vo'e by which the resolution of the Senate 
relative to the appvintment of Chaplains, was con- 
curred in. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia said he should not 
have troubled the House on this subject if it had 
not been for the hasty manner in which this ques- 
tion had been gotten up and disposed of. He had 
long determined that, on a proper occasion, he 
would present his views to the House on this sub- 
ject wh‘ch had just carried, and hence it was that 
he had asked a friend to move a reconsideration, 
and he would now briefly state a few points of ob- 
jection, to which he would ask the serious conside- 
ration of the House. He telieved the prospective 
interests of the country demanded that this subject 
shou'd be thrown beyond the reach of this House. 
He.believed the House had proceeded in this mat- 
ter without just and proper authority. He believed 
that all the objects held in contemplation by 
the reso'ution for the appoin'ment of a chaplain, 
from t'me to.time, had ta led in practice. He be- 
l eved the effect of the r employment to be evil; he 
believed that this was not the season to enter up n 
such a duty, and that this was rot the place for it. 
What w s the proposit.on which had be-n adopted? 
It wes for the appointment of a chap'aia for this 
House. Who is he? Is he an officer of this 
House? By what authority do you appoint him? If 
there was an authority, he wished to be ponted 
to it. By looking to the his‘ory of our legis- 
lation, he found that in 1789, and egain iu 
1816, a resolution had been passed fixing the com- 
pensation of officers Flere is the only authority. 
Now he cort nded that the objects of this appoint- 
mer,#had entirely failed. What is the objec.? To 
ad abroad through the memte s of this House 
wholesome moral itfluence. He appealed to 
gent'emen whether it did have this effet The 
object was doubtless to spread this beneficial irfla- 

ence over this great ceuniry. But, according to bis 
cbs: rvaticn, the reflection of the religicus end mo- 
r:l pert of the community where he resided were 
against the whele:ome, moral cffect of this ar- 
rointment. Then, as he hid said before, the vb- 
jest of '*h's appointment failed. What are the 
efe’s of i? They seemed to be evil. The moral 
and political effec's of this appointment, be con- 
tended, must be continually evil. The reso rate 
-to be sure, proposed to elect two chaplains 0° di- 
aR thstanding this, he 
ferent denominat ons, but notw1 ‘eeu a 
objected to it, becauce this matter of religions de- 


Ne 
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nominations should net be agitated in this House. 
It might be true that no difficulty would arise now 
in relation to this matter, bat a time might 
-come when there would be a difficu'ty. Ten years 
"ago there would have been no difficulty in settling 
the question which has been distracting us 
here for nearly a month. Now wes the tme, 
therefore, for taking some action on this subject, if 
we wish to avoid all difficulty hereafter. This 


mattef of sectarianism might create no difficulty | 


for some time, but a time might come when it 
would. It was not two hundred years since a king 
of England was required to make a formal decla- 
ration of religious tolerance; it was not one hun- 
dred years since a man in this land of liberty dare 
not think religiously as he pleased; and it was 
scarce fifty years ago since, by the adopt‘on of our 
Constitution, it was foand necessary to declare that 
_ Bo religious tests should be required. 

_ -Ail history tel's as that this matter was one 
which never failed to force itself on every Govern- 
ment, and to connect itself wiih the organic Go» 
vernment for the purpose of carrying out its objects. 

, Buthe said this was not the season for such duties, 
ln the morning or at evening, if he were asked. 


whether we shou'd attend to our : closet or private ~ 


devotions, be would say it was becoming and 
sppropriate. In th’s hall, at the hour of twelve, 
habitually, we meet to do the daily work of the 
country, as servants of the people. Would the 
hu tandman, after attending: to his daily morning 
de.ctions, assemble his laborers again in the field 
to ‘do and repeat the like service? If “this 
‘was a convention for some great and special 
occasion, such services would be appropriate. 
This, he said, is not the place. Is :he man of your 
choice, said be, a devout map, fell of the spirit of 
the gospel? He will lead us tothe temples of ibe 
Most High, where in solemn voice he will declare 
to us the being of a God, and the truths of his reli- 
gion—where he can hear chanted the e of 
Zion. Does he come to show us the “river of wa- 
ter of life, clear as crystal?” He will fake us to 
the tabernac'e of the congregat'ors, there to spread 
. the heavenly chart, in which is shown, the course of 
that blessed stream. Does he appear to point us 
to the “lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of 
ithe world?” He will invite us to the hoase of 
_God, in which is spread the table of the Lord, 
-bearing the reminiscences of his love.’ - 

But does he come to make merchandise of his 
calling? Here, then, (if-he was not |m‘sinformed,) 
is the.place whére men in high p'aces meet to 
.drive bargains. .Here, too, he: may have his coas 

tract signed, sealed, and delivered, whereby, for 


"and on consideration of a certain namberof prayers, | 
sui ably short, a given number of sermons, not too. 


song, tingicg excep ed, by him, the said. chaplain, 
uttered and delivered, we,‘ the: memters of this 
‘House, do agree to be and appear in our seats 
on such occasions, devoutly and in order to listen, 
and after a certain time to pay hm 9500. -` 
In the execution of this contract, it is remarka- 
ble, that, by usage, this Honre isnot expected to 
_ perform only that part of their engagement, which 
` requires the payment cf the money, being at-liberty 
to ret, or stand, or walk in, gr remain ont, and even 
emp'oy themselves in writing let'ers during morn- 
ing service. = ` : ne 
itis, sir, said Mr. Coorrr, to avert th's delete- 
sions example, and prevent the insinuation of re- 
ligious denominations,: by sects, into this House, 
that I urgea reconsideration, that. we may not 
exerċ'se powers net. granted, and may prevent a 
union of Church and State. EN AS 
Mr. R. GARLAND was glad this motion had 
been made, as it would give him an opportanity to 
: fecord his vote against the resolution for the ap- 
‘pointment of a chaplain. He was disposed to 
respect ministers of the Gospel when they conducted 
themselves - properly, as any other gentleman, 
- althongh he did not. profess or practise. religion 
himself; yet he had seen enough in this hall to 


: prevent him from ever supporting a resolution for 


the appointment of a chaplain for this House. 
. He had seen the claims of ministers urged upon 


-this House tupon the- ground of the . poli- 
- tical- predilections, and. one had been elected 
. ppon: the gole ground that he was a friend 


al 
a 
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. the members were reading newspapers, 


; nations. 


` infidelity. 


. God, he became compose 
would, therefore, vote for the appointment of a |; 
-~i ciently discussed; he would withdraw. his moticn, 


of the President of the United States. Men 
coming before the House on such pretensions, 
threw disgrace upon the country and upon the 
gospel, and he hoped the House would no tonger 
sanction it. There was a regular system of elec- 
tioneering for the office of chaplain, and the gene- 
ral inquiry was, does he make short prayers—the 
person making the shortest prayers being the 
greatest favorite. Besides white the chaplain was 
making his morning prayers, a large for lon of 
or walking: 
about the Hall. In fact, the service was nothing 
‘more than a solemn farce, and he trusted the 
House would dispense with the chaplain.. 

Mr. WISE said this was the first time since he 
had been in public life that the propriety of ap- 
pointing a man of God, to remind usof our daily duty 
to God, had been questioned. Sir, (said Mr. W.) 


of sinners in this body; I can with truth say that I 
have more personal reasons, if personal reasons 
‘were to govern me, for opposing the election of a 
chaplain, than any other gentleman. òn this floor; 
but, sir, there is no consideration that would make 
_me, a representative of the people on this floor, a 
member of a Hense of Commons in a representative 
Republic, divorce a Republic from the God of 


He has more power thaa you have to dispense 
with nations as with individuals; anıl who will pre- 
tend to say that no good may be done by making 


‘the uplifted hands of a nation, that there is a 
good Providence which presides over the des- 
tinies of ‘the nation. If there be any one thing 
more opposed to the existence of a Republic, it is 
Infidelity was the handmaid of anarchy 
in France, and he trusted that we would not encou- 
rage it by departing from the example of our fore- 
fathers. Gentlemen had spoken of the unconsti- 


- tationality of this appointment, but be would not - 
examine into the constitutionality of a question of | 


this kind. The situation of chaplain might have 
_been, and he believed it had been, filled with hypo- 
crites, bat there had been illastrious examples to 
the reverse. He referred, as an example, to that 
pious and holy gentleman of the. Protestant Me- 
thodist . persuasion, Mr. Stockton, and he was also 
referred, by a gentleman near, to the Rev. Mr. 
Reese. These men had been elected without elec- 
tioneering, and he believed they had done much 
good. - He himself had felt the benefits of this ser- 
vice. He had come into the hall at the hour of 


meeting, his bosom rankling with party passions; : 


“but after hearing the snpplications of the man of 
d and tranquil. He 


chaplain now and forever. 


He thought it would be.a stain upon the journals 
if the members of this House, the Representatives 
of thetgreatest nation upon earth, shoald, at this 


‘appointment of an individual to perform relizfous 
service in this hall. He considered the arguments 
against the appointment of a chaplain morc 
specious than sound; and assured gentlemen that 
the people of this country not only looked up to 
usto set a good example in this respect, but re- 
quired of us to do this much, for the sake of 
Christianity. 
from Louisiana, had urged upon us a divorce of 


ants of the pilgrim fathers what eivit libeity in 
‘this country owed to the church, they would re- 
ceive for answer that it owed every thing to it. 
The pilgrims fied from another country, because 
they were persecuted on account of their religious 
opinions, and in this country they brought religion 
to aid in the establishment of our libertiés. 

That grave and venerable body which framed 


. our present form of Government, had the benefit of 


the prayers of the ministers of that day, and Con- 
gress had adopted the practice of electing persons 


“to perform religious service, and he hoped we 
would not now take upon odrselves te dispense | 


our acknowledgments here, as it.were, with - 


period of onr history, rescind the resolution for the | 


His colleague andthe gentleman | 


Church ard State, but he thought if gentlemen | 
would go to New England, and ask cf the descend- 


| 


Let me tell those who are now desirous |. 
. ef divorcing the State from the Church, that they . 
cannot divorce a nation from the God of heaven. - 


r. NISBET opposed the motion to reconsider. |! 
. House on it. 


' been forced from him 
I can with truth say that I am among the vilest | 


with the services of the clergy. If there had been 
improper conduct on the part offome of the clergy, 
he considered that to be an insufficient argument to 
warrantus in dispensing with their services entire- 
ly. He believed that the religious feeling of the 
people of this country expec'ed this much ofus, 
and he would never consent to dispense with the 
services of the minis‘er of God in this hall. 

Mr. SLADE said his constituents felt a very 
deep interest in this subject, and he trusted the 
House woald not dispense with the services of a 
chaplain. He desired most heartily to thank the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] in his own 
name, andin the name of his constituents, for the 
speech which he had made on this occasion. It was 
the more gratifying to him, because, from what he 
knew of the gentleman, he knew that that spee ch had 
by the convictions which his 
religious educat on had implanted in his bosom, 
and which he felt assured pervaded the great mass 
of the gentleman’s constituents. We receive our 
first impressions on religi:us subjects, to a consi- 
derable extent, from ministers of the gospel, and 
why should there be the slightest objection raised 
to having one perform services in this hall; and he 
held that there was not the slightest danger to be 
apprehended ofa union of Church and State from 
this course. 

Mr. CRABB said he could not have an‘icipated, 
when he made his motion, that it wonld give rise 
to so much discussion; but had he foreseen its ef- 
fects, it would have been an additional motive with 
him for submitting bis motion. The resolution 
had passed as a mere form; and there was no ex- 
pression of opinion with regard to it by any of the 
members present. If there was a majority in the 


| House opposed to the resolution, he wished them 


to have an opportunity of recording teir names 
against it; if, on the contrary, there was a majority 
in its favor, he wished that majority to be clearly 
shown. His moticn, therefore, had had ihe effect 
of calling the attention of the House to the subject, 
as well as of bringing out the opinions of the mem- 
bers in regard to it. He was one of those op- 
posed to the appointments of chaplaias for 
that body. He thought that they had no right 
to appropria‘e the public money to any object; 
and that if they had religious services perfo:med 
in that House, it ought to be performed by men 
who did not claim a reward for it. He would 
venture to assert that there were men in this cily 
who would be willing to act as chaplains for the 


| -House without money and without price; and, by 
' accepting the services of such persons, they would 
; have clergymen officiating there from a pure spirit 


of Christianity, and not for the sake of the salary, 
and who would seek the employment without being 
influenced by party. . .. 

Mr. C. said that, as the subject had been suffi- 


uniess some other gentleman wished to.address the 

Mr. CCOPER requested the gentleman from 
Alabama to suspend the withdrawal of. bis.motion 
for a moment. He bad but one word more to say 
in explanation of his views, ‘as he perceived that 
many gentlemen, on-different sides of the House, 
did not appreciate the motives by which he was 
governed. It-was.very far.from him to attempt, 
by any act of his, either in his individual capacity, 
or asa Representative from the. State of Georgia, 
to divorce this House from the God of Nature, or 
the Ged of Revelation. That same God whom you 
-and I adore—that God whom I would have p:e- 
sented ia all his living atributes, and wh m I 
woud bave implored fer the preservation of our 
jiberlies. and the darabili:y of our insti-u isps— 
that God whom our forefathers worshipped, is 
He, the object of our reverence. But my ccl’eague 


|: would have it that | would drive the minis ers 


-of the Gospel from this hall, and strice a blow a 
our holy religion; at that religion which I would 
have announced on this floor, and in this House, 
en all suitable oecasions. Bat, Mr. Speaker, I 
believe that there are difficulties in our way. which 
I trast in God I may overrate, but which we 
ought not to overlook. I do not propose to divorce 


- this House from the spirit of religion, nop yet from 


its forms; but my object is, that forms may not be 


set up instead of the substance. It was the neglect of 
te substance of religion, and an abuse of its forms, 
which caused that infidelity, of which gentlemen had 
spoken, to spread over all France in the time of the 
Revolution; and it will become gentlemen to remem- 


ber this lesson, and to beware lest they injure the |: 


cause of religion by adhering to its forms only. In 

addition to the allusion of h's friend from Georgia, | 
Mr. Cooper said he would ask gentlemen to put 

their hands on the au'hority by which they would 

take the money of their constituents and pay it | 
overto a chaplain, when many, bere represented, 
believed that it was not right to pay a man for 
dispensing the word of God. Tell me (said Mr. | 
C.) where is your is your authority for apppro- 
propriating the money of the people in this way; 
and when you do, (said Mr.C.) I will take my 
seat until the people of this country shall think 
beiter of it,and take the power away. Believing ashe 
didthat sach power would be dangerous, he would be 
the first man to persuade the people to take it away, 
and thus sever all connection between Church 


+, some bad ones; 
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of revolutionary France, and the infidelity that 
overspread it, had been alluded to, but he would 
ask if there was rot good reason to believe that 
that infidelity took its rise from the abuses under 
the forms of religion that prevailed long prior to 
that period. He, however, was not opposing re- 
ligion, or even its forms, ia opposing the adoption 
of the resolution. He did not object to com- 
menciug their daily proceedings with religious ex- 


`. ercises, but he did object to a man coming there, 


seeking the office of chaplain on political grounds, 
and pleading te the religious sympathies of the 
country to sustain him. We have had (said Mr. 
G.) good men standing in that desk, and no doubt 
but he doub'ed if their services had 
ever resulted in producing any good effect. If we 


` are alight, set ona hill, as the gentleman from Ver- 


` mont says, 


and State. The very fact that gentlemen, in favor ` 
of the resolution, had alluded to, that the first Con- ` 


gress of the United States employed chaplains, 
taken in connection with the fact that they inserted 
aprovision in the Constitution, by which no mo- 


* pie that is 


to set an example to the country, we 
seta very bad example. Gentlemen stand here 
under the pretence of hearing prayers, and read 
newspapers, or take their seats and write letters 
while prayer is going on; and indeed it is seldom 
that more than thirty or forty members are ob- 
served in their seats. Was thatthe kind of exam- 
to be set, and that isto go forh to-the 


country? In deciding upon the proposition before 


| them, it was not for them to say, whether the 


ney can be taken from the Treasury, without au- | 


thority of law, spoke volumes against this resolu- 
tion. 
Mr. CRAIG observed that the gentleman from 


Christian religion was useful or not, but whether 
the office of chaplain was necessary; and if he 
could show that hypocrisy had been made use of 


' to pnt money in the pockets of political partisans, 


Georgia [Mr. Cooper] had taken the ground that — 
| cause for dispensing with the office. Mr. G. con- 


they had no authority, under the Constitution, to 


take the peop'e’s money and pay it to a chaplain. | 
I admit, said Mr. C. that we-have no express au- 
thority’in the Constitution to pay a chaplain, as | 
such; but if the gentlemen will tell me by what au- | 


thority we can take the people’s money, and pay it 
to our Clerk, Sergeant-at-arms, and Doorkeepers, 
I will show bim as good authority for paying a 
chaplain. The Constitution gives to this House the 
power to appoint its Speaker and other officers. 
Now, in the authority here given, the Speaker is 
the only officer named, leaving to the House to say 
what other officers are necessary; and therefore the 
House can as well create the office of chaplain, as 
that of Clerk or Sergeant-at-Arms. If gent’emen 
would look back to the proceedings of the old 
Congress, they would find that the chaplain 
was then considered an officer of the body. So, 
also, our forefathers appointed chaplains as officers 
in their army and navy; thus showing that in their 
legislative, as well as military proceedings, they 
did nothing without asking a blessing from Him 
alone who can dispense blessings worth asking for. 


Mr. C. replied to the arguments of Mr. GARLAND, | 
that, daring Divine service in the morning, mem- | 


bers were inattentive, engaged in reading newspa- 
rs and in writing letters, and that but few of — 
them attended to the service. But (said he) do not 
gentlemen see that thee arguments would go to 
close the doors of every church? If there was dis- . 
orderly conduct, want of attention, and a disincli- 
nation for re igious exercises on the part of mem- 
bers, their pivas chaplain would tell them that this 
was the strongest reason why he should cont'- l 
nue his exhortations. Mr. C. in conclusion, said 
he knew not whether any clergyman had ever 
sought and obtained the chaplaincy of the House 
from interested motives; but he could safely say 
that sach was not the case with Mr. Reese, the 
late chaplain. -After highly ew'ogiziog Mr. Reese : 
asa pious and sound divine, Mr. C. said that, so - 
far from his having teen contaminated by the office | 
conferred on him, they found him at the close of © 
the session the same mild, hamble, and zealous 
Christian that he was at the commenc ement. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND said that it was very » 
easy, upon a question like this, to preach a sermon | 
to rouse the feelings of the country; but he would 
remark, that upon the question of the u-efulness 
of religion, or the divinity of the Christian reli- 


gion, he would not yield to the gentleman from |. 
Georgia, or the gentleman from Virginia, (Messrs. |, 


Cooper and Wise.] This last question, however, 
did not enter into their consideration at all. If it 
did, mach might be said of that relig’on, which 
attempted to establish an office thus pro- 
vided for in the resolution, The condition | 


under the pretence of religion, he wou'd show good 


cluded by expressing the hope that the gentleman 
from Alabama would not withdraw his motion, but 
would give him an opportunity of recording his 
vote against the resolution. 

Mr. HOPKINS kee called for the previous 


question; and the House having seconded the call, 


- the main question on reconsidering the vote adopt- 


iag the joint reso'u'ion of the Sena‘e, was put and 
decided in the nezgative—yeas 12, nays 168. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON movei that filteen thou- 


` sand copies of the President’s Message, and five 


thousand copies of the accompanying documents, 
be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. STANLY then moved that the House do 
now adjourn; wbich motion was lost—ayes 63, 
nces 79. : 

Mr. C. JOHNSON then renewed his motion. 

The SPEAKER suggested that there was a re- 
solution to print the message and documents that 
had been laid on the table on Tuesday, and that a 
motion would be necessary to take up that resolu- 


tion. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then moved to take it 
up, and called for ihe previous question; when 

Mr. SHERROD WILLIAMS moved an ad- 
journment; but the yeas and nays being called for 
on the motion, 

Mr. WILLIAMS withdrew it. 

The question on seconding the previous ques- 
tion was then put and carried, Messrs. Cras and 
Bynom tellers—ayes 101, noes not counted. 

The question was then takea “Shall the main 
question be now put?” and carried—yeas 109, nays 


<- 73. 


ee 


The main question was then taken on printing 
20,000 c«pies of the me:sage and 5,000 of the ac- 
companyisg documents, and carried—yeas 120, 
nays 54. 

Mr. JAMESON here rose and submitted a re- 
solu'ion. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON, who voted with 
the majority, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
just taken on printing the message of the Prei- 
dent, and accompanied the motion with some re- 


marks. 
Mr. JAMESON rose to point of order. He had 


: risen before the gentleman from South Carol.na, and 


was announced by the Cram as being entitled to 
the floor. He had also sent his resolution to the 
Clerk’s table; but before it- could be read, he was 
interrupted by the gentleman from South Carolina. 
He contended, therefore, that his motion had pre- 
cedence over that of the gentleman from South Car- 
Carolina. 

Mr. THOMPSON called the gentleman from 
Mi souri to order. 
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The SPEAKER said that the gent'eman from 
Missouri was first entitled to the floor, and had 
submitted his resolution, and that no gentleman had 
a right to interrupt him in it; but the motion of the 
gealleman frum South Carolina being a privileged 
motion, it had precedence over that of the geatle- 
man from Missouri. 

Mr. JAMESON referred to a decision given 
the other day by the Speaker, in the case of a 
privileged motion made by a gentleman from Ala- 
bama, (Mr. Cuapman,] with which the decision 
just made conflicted. Heasked that he mizht have 
the benefit of the decision given the other day. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPEON then moved an ad- 
journment; and Messrs. Montcomsry and Jamrs 
Garlann being appointed tellers, he question was 
taken and decided in the affirmative—ayes 91, 
noes not counted; £0 

The House adjourned until Monday next. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, December 29, 1839. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate a communi- 
cation from the Secretary of the Senate in r-lation to 
the expenditure « f the contingent fund; which was 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of State in coms 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate of Decem- 
ber 19, 1838, directing him to report the nature 
andextent of the restrictions imposed upon the 
commerce of the United States by foreign nations; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, of the operations of that bu- 
rean for the year 1839; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands, and one thousand 
extra copies ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War in te- 
lation to the expenditure of the contingent fund of 
that Department, and the bureaus thereto attacked; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be prin:ed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Navy, 
in relation to the expendi'ure of the contingent 
fund in that Department; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Mississippi, praying the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Greensborough, Alaba- 
ma, to Jackson, Mississippi; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Po-t Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the petition of Betsy 
Vial, widow of John Vial, praying for a_pens on; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial of the Legis- - 
latare of Missouri, asking for an extension of the 
pre-emption laws. 

Also, a memorial from the same body, request- 
ing an appropriation of a grant cf land to aid in 
the erection of an asylum for the deaf and dumb. 

Also, a memorial from the same body, request- 
ing the sale of certain unsold lands. 

Also, a memorial of the same body, on the sub- 
ject of patents; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. LINN also presented a series of resolutions 
of the Legislature of Missouri, in favor of com- 
p'eting the national road to Jefferson city, Mis- 
souri; which was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Mr. L. also presented the petition of Wilson P. 
Haunt; which was referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the papers on 
file in the case of Mrs. Frances More were referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Fran- 
cis Martin; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. i 

Also, the petition of Charles ,@. Livermore; 
which was referred to the Committee on Manu- 
factures. ii : 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Josias 
Sturgis and officers and seamen of the revenue $er- 
vice, asking for the extension of ihe pension system 
to that branch of the service; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 
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Also, the memorial of Aaron Vail; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. ; 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the memorial of 
a number of the citizens of Paducah, McCracken 
county, Ky. praying that Francis A. Harrison may 
be sècured from loss occasioned by the destruction 
of the post office by fire; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the pettion of 
Jacob Carver; which was teferred to the Com- 
_ mittee on Private Land Claims. ; 


Also, the memorial of R: guell Coats; which was | 
! the Committee‘on Pensions. — 
Mr. SEVIER, in pursuanee of notice, asked and | 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affcirs. 


Also, the petition of G. F. L. Weed, widow of l 


Major Weed of the Marine Corps; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. ` 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 


‘a number of .citizens of. Pennsylvania, praying 
for a reduction of the rates of postage; which was 
referred to the Comaiitfeé on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. . 


Mr. MOUTON presented’ the’ memorial of the 


Weirs of Thomas Powers; which was referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. — f 
Mr. ROANE presented the petition of Richard 
Hanis; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. a f : 
pany of Alexandria; which was referred ‘to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 


Also, tte memorial of George Taylor; which was 


referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
“ . On motion by Mr. R. the papers on file in rela- 
tion to the claim of Jcha Ramsey, were referred to 
' the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Thomas 
D: Morrison; which was referred to the Committee . 


on Pensions. = 2s st ' 
` Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of John 


Paul; which was referred to the Committes op Pen- 


- gions. . ` = 
` On motion by Mr. KING, the papers relating to 
the claim of Saniuel H. Thompson, was referred ‘to 
the Committee on Naval Afairs. eats 
Mr. K. gave notice thal to-morrow he would ask 


leave to bring. in a bill for thé relief of John K. 


Jacocks. 


_ Mr. SOUTHARD gave notice that on to-morrow 
he would ask leave to: bring in a bilt regulating the 


pay of masters in the nav 


On niotion by Mr. ALLEN, the. papers in'rela- 
tion to the claim of David Taylor, were referred to 


the Commitee on Claims. 


On motion. by Mr. KING, the papers'in rela- 
tion to the claim of A. G. King and Heary Lucas 


were withdrawn from the fi'es of the Senate. 


. Mr. MERRICK gave notice that on to-morrow 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief”) |’ 


of James J. Mackall. . 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama, agreeable ‘to notice, 
, asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow- 


_ ding bills: _ a 4 
A bill for the benefit of the Selma and Tennessee 
' Railroad Company; E eee 
. A bill forthe benefit of the Gainesvillé and Nar- 
‘Keeta Railroad Company; and * C as 
_ -A bill for the relief of the Alabama, Fiotida, 
_ and Georgia Railroad Company; ene 
_.; Which were. severally read twice, and referred 
-tò the Committee on Roadsand Canals. © 
Also, a bill for the discontinuance of ‘the’ office 
-of Surveyor , General -in the ‘several districts, so 
g00n as the surveys therein can be completed, for 
omor. aaa Kais uhder certain circumstances, 
and to abolish t ce of Solicitor of the General 
Land Office; ahd: 0 0 0 J 
A bill to relitiquish a certain reversionary inte- 


_ Fest of the United States to a träet of land in the. 


Siale of Alabama; 


‘Which were severally read twice, and réferred to 


. the Committee on Public Lands. i, 
4, Also, a bill granting the right of way tbrough 
the public lands to the States or incorporated com- 
_ panies engaged in the. cons‘raction of roads and 
_ cana's; which was read twice, and teferred to the 
Commiltee on Roads and Canals, 889 > >., 
Also, a bill for the relief of the ‘assignees ‘of 


“Louis Baron de Ferrier; which was read twiée and 
referred to the Cominittee on the Judiciary. ~ z 
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T Mi. LINN, in pursuance of notice, asked and 


Also, the memorial of the Franklin Fire Com- 


? bills: 


obtained leave- to introduce a bill for the reiief of 
Gen. Mathew Arbuckle; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. f i . 
Mr. PRENTISS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce the followiog bills: 
A bill to revive and contiaue in foree an act 


| granting relief to those disabled by known wounds 


in the Kerolutionary war; and 
` A bill for the relief of John McCloud; . 
Which were severally read twice, and referred to 


obtained leave to introduce a bill making appro- 


priations for the remeval of the raft in Red river; | 
which was read twice, and 1eferred to the Com- | 
; mittee on Commerce. i 
' ° Mr. BUCHANAN, in pursuance of notice, | 
: asked and obtained leave to introducea bill for the ; 
. relief of Samuel R. Slaymaker; which was read | 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Post | 


Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, in ‘pursuance of notice, asked 


rtain acts in relation to navy pensions, and mak- 
‘ing farther provision in relation thereto; 
Also, a bill to regulate the pay of masters in the 


navy; ` 
Which were rtad twice, and referred to the 


| Committee ou Naval Affairs. 


Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce the following bill: 
-A bilt for the relief of J. and W. Beeson and 


. others; which was read twiee, and referred to the 


‘Committee on Military Affairs. . 
Mr. N. also, on leave, introdaced the following 
“A bill gratting to the county of Kalamazoo, in 
the State of Michigan, the right of pre-emption to 
a qnartér section of Jand, and for other purposes; 
A bill to amend an act confirming cerain land 


“@laims in the State of Michizan; and 


A bill granting to cet tain p2t'ons therein named 
‘the right of pre emption to'a fraction of a section 

of land in Ottoway, in the Sta’e of Michigan. 
_ Which were severally read twice, and referred to 


, the Committee on Pablic Lands. 
, ` Mr. STRANGE, agreeably to notice, asked and 
| obtāined leave ty introduce a bill for the relief of 
| Wiliam McKeever; which was read twice, and re- | 
! ferred to'the Commi-tee on Peusions. ` 
‘Mr. SPENCE, on leave, and’ in pursuance of | 
i~ previous notice, asked and obtaired leave to intro- | 
; dace a bill for the relief of Irvine Shubrick; which 


was read twice, and referred te the Commn-ttez o 
Naval Aaffairs. ee oa 
Mr. HUBBARD, in pursuance of previous no .- 


| tice, asked and obtained kave to introduce the | 


following bills: : n 
`- „A bill for the'relief of Philip Wiedman; 
: A bill for the relief the legal representatives of 


| of John J. Balow, jr; - | 
. A bill for the relief of Ma'achi Hagan; 


‘A bH for the relief of Joseph Hernandez; and 
- A-bill for the retief of individusls who have sus- 
tained damage by Indian wars since 1830; 
* Which were severally read twice, and referred 


nä 


to the Committee on Claims. 


Mr. TAPPAN, agreeably to notice, introduced | 


the following joint resolution: 


`” Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 


tives, of the United States of America in ` Congress 
assembled, (two-thirds of both Houses concurring 
therein,) That the following article be proposed to 


` the Legislatures of the several States as an amend- 
ment to the Constitntion of the United States; 


which, when ratified by the Legislatures of three-- 
fourths of the said States, shall be valid as a part 
of the said Constitution, to wit: rate 


The judges of the Supreme and inferior courts 


-shall hold their offices for the tern’ of seven years, 


if so long they shall behave themée!ves well. And 


-the commis ons of all judges of said courts who 
„may be in office at the time of the adoption of 
‘this amendment shall expire as follows: those who 


shall have been in effice twenty years shall expire 


‘= 


-in one year; those who ‘have been in cffice ten 
years shall expire in three years; and the cóm- 


and obtained leave to introduce a bill to repzat | 


missions of all who have not been in office ten 
years shall expire in seven years. 

The resolution was read twice, and ordered to be 
printed. f 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committe on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill to remit such duties, 
and to cancel such bonds, as have been required of 
persons engaged in the whale fishery, to restrain all 
fuw'ure exactions of duties of such vessels and their 


|| cargoes, reported the same without amendment. 


Mr. NORVELL, from the- Commit ee on Com- 


i| merce, tə which had been referred a joint resolu- 


tion authorizing the President to cause certain sur- 
veys to be made, reported the same without amend- 
ment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred a bill tor the relief of 
Wiiliam H. Robertson, Samuel H. Garrow, and J. 
W. Simonton; and 

A bill for the relief of William A. Whitehead, 
late collector of the customs at the port of Key 
West; i 

Reported the same without amendment, and re- 
commended their passage. 

Mr. MERRICK submit'ed the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be communicated to the 
Senate a statement, showing, in a condensed form, 
the amount drawn from the Treasury in each year 
of the five years immediately preceding the com- 
mencement of the present session of Congress, in 
consequence of special lezislation by Congress 
upon private claims. 

The following resolution, submitted same days 
since by Mr. BENTON, was considered and 
agreed tc: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate copies 
of the records, and of all the proceedings of the 
Court of Inquiry, and also of the Court Martial 
lately held at St. Louis, on Lieutenaut Colonel 
“Brant; also, the copy of his resignation; and, also, 

‘of all the papera connected therewith. 

‘The following resolution, submitted some days 


` since, was considered and agreed to: 


` Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


i| directed to report to the Senate as follows: 


1. The articles of foreign import, which, being 
manufactured into a different article in the United 
States, are allowed a drawback of duty on being 
exported; with the quantities and values of such 
imports and exports, and the amounts of duties 1e- 
ceived, and drawback paid on the same, from the 
r 1833, inclusive, te the end of the fiscal year of 

2: The-amount of drawback which would have 


ii been. payable ‘on sach exportations, if the act of 


March 3, 1839, for. the reduction of duties, com- 
monly called the Compromise act; had provided fur 
a reduction of drawback in proportion to the peri- 
odical reduction of duty, © 0 2 so, oo 

3. The probable quantities and values of such 
imports and exports, and the amounts. of. duties 
‘receivable, and of drawbacks payable thereon, 


‘from the year 1840; inclusive. of that year, to the 


consummation of the Compromise act, in 1842, 
and forone year thereafter; provided the said act 
remains as it Is. oth f PRL ak 

` 4.The same quantities, values, and duties for 
the same tims, with the annual amounts of draw- 


«back, which would be payable if the drawback-an- 


derwent reduc'ions proportionately with the ‘re- 
ductions of daty. . - z “ A 
5..A table of recapitulation and comparison 
showing the annual difference, and the aggregate 
difference-between the amounts of drawback paid 
and payable under said act, from 1833 inélusive to 


_ 1842, and one year thereafter, if the act remains as 
-it is, and the amounts that would have been paid 


and should become payable hereafter, if the draw- 
backs had been subject to reduction. in proportion 
to the redaction of duties from the date of the act. 
_ Tne following resolution, submitted some days 
meas by Mr. Benton, was consilered and agreed 
J sa X Å Sak 
Resolved, That the President of the United States 


be requested to communicate to the Senate, so far 
-as it may be in the power of the Treasury Depart. 


eh e a e 


ment to obtain the information, the names of all 
the banks in the United States which may have 
stopped specie payments curing the suspension of 
1339; also of those which did not stop; noting those 
which may have recommenced payments; the 
whole divided into classes by States and Territories, 
and the District of Columbia. 

Also, that he cause to be communicated to the 
Senate the names of all banks, if any, which have 
refased to pay the Government demands, Post Office 
inclusive, in specie, when demanded; with all the 
circumstances of such failure, and the correspond- 
ence to which it led. . 

Also, to inform the Senate whether any of the 
Departments have information, or have reason to 
believe, tbat any of the Government creditors have 
been paid in depreciated currency, since the general 
resumption of 1838. 

The following resolation, submitted by Mr. 
BEnTon some days since, was taken up for consi- 
deration: 

Reso’ved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to c-mmunicate to the Senate all the in- 
formation which may bein his power or possession 
relative to the imposition of tolls and the annual 
amounts collected, on all sorts of vessels, empty, 
light, or heavily laden, on the Louisville and Port- 
land canal, from the opening of the same to the 
present time; and the general expenses altending 
the Canal. Also, the anoual amount of dividends 
belonging to the United States. Also, the number 


of shares held in said canal stock by the United 


States, and the amount paid upon them. Also, 
the number of vessels of all kinds which have 
passed the said canal annually since it was opened. 
Also, whether the said canal is completely finished 
aad pat into a condition to pass vessels through in 
the shortest time practicable. 

Resolved, That the Secreta'y of the Treasury be 
directed to address proper queries to the surveyor 
of the port at Louisville, and a'so at St. Louis, to 
be answered by themselves, and also to be commu- 
nicated to the steamboat capiains generally, in re- 
Jation to the effect of the tolls on the said canal, 
and the amount thereof on their respective vesse!s 
for each time they pags through, and the aggregate 
amount for the season, or a year; and the compa- 
rative amount of the tolls paid to the canal, and the 
profits cleared by the boat; with an estimate of the 
amount of tolls which a regular trader of a given 
tonnage, between St. Louis and Louisvil'e, and be- 
tween New Orleans and Louisville, would pay in 
the number of years that such steamer would last, 
suppcsing her to continue in the same trade as long 
as fit for service; also, a comparativo estimate of 
such aggregate tolls, with the original cost of the 
vesel; and a furtber comparative estimate of such 
tolls, with the otber expenses incident to the run- 
n ng of the steamboat. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana proposed the following 
amendment: `. 

“And also the capacity of said canal at this 
time to admit, w:thout delay, the commerce of the 
river that must necessarily pass through the same; 
and whether one canal at that point, of any given 
capac ty, containing the necessary locks to over- 
come the falls, would be sufficient to. pass without 
delay the commerce ascending an! descending the 
river, for future years; and also whether, in order 
to afford full and entire fecil.ties in overcoming 
the fa'ls of the Ohio, so as to pass the commerce of 
the river, a canal on the Indiana side of the falls, 
of sufficent capacity to pass boat; of the largest 
class, in addition to the canal on the Kentucky 
tide, is nat, or will not in a few years become, 
in ispensab'y necessary, taking into consideration 
the probable increzse of the commerce; and that 
t-e Secretary of the Tieasury be directed to report 
to the Senate the result of his inquiries, at the ear- 
Let day practicable.” 

Which being accepted by Mr. BENTON, after 
some remarks from Messrs. CRITTENDEN, 
SMITH, and BENTON, the resolution, as 
amended, was adop ed. 

, The following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. BENTON, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate as follows; 
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1. A table of the import and export of gold bul- 
lion, with the excess of each, annually, from the 
commencement of the Federal Government, or as 


far back as the returns in the Treasury Department || 


will enable the table to be made up. 

2. A like table of gold coin. 

3. A like table of silver bullion. 

4. A like table of silver coin. 

5. A table of recapitulation, showing the total 
annual imports and exports of coin and bullion in 
one column,and the excesses in two other columns, 
for the same leng'hof time. 

6. A detailed statement of the weekly exporta- 
tions of coin and bullion for the year 1839, show- 
ing the names and residences of the exporters, and 
t:eis ccnsignees in foreign countries 

7. A detailed table of exports. and imports of 
coin and bullion of the United States for the year 
1839. 

8. A table of the annual coinage of gold and 
silver at the Mint of the United States and the 
Branch Mints, from the time they were respectively 
established. 

9. A table of the annual product of the gold 
mines of the United States from the time of their 
discovery. 

The whole of said tables made up to the end of 
the year 1839. 

The following resolution, submitted some 
days since by Mr. BENTON, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be communicated to the 
Senate all the infurmation which the War Office 
contains, or can conveniently procure, of the mas- 
sacres of individuals, of families, of small pariies, 
and of shipwrecked crews or passengers, which 
have taken place in Florida during the present 
hostilities, and includiog those which took place 
before the war became open on the part of the in- 
dians; noting, so far as it can be conveniently done, 
how far families have been broken up, and driven 
from their homes, their houses burat, and their 
fields and property destroyed. : i 

The following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. BENTON, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to send to the Senate all the informa- 
tion in his possession relating to the southern 
boundary line of the Territory of Iowa. 

The following resolution, submit ed some days 
since by Mr. BENTON, was considered and 
agreed to: - 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate such infor- 
mation ashas been received at the Treasury De- 
partmeni from consuls and secretaries of legation 
respecting the fiscal regulations in. fo-ce in foreign 
countries, and not contained in his commuaication 
to the Senate of the da'e of January 21, 1839. 

The following resolution submitted some days 
since by Mr. LINN, was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 


be requested to cause to be communicated to the | 


Senate any information in the Department of 


State, or any other Department, relative t0 the dis- | 
the State of Missouri and 


puted boundaty between 


the Territ ry of Iowa, and which has not been 


her.tofore communicated to the House of Repre- | 


sentatives; and also to communicate copies of any 
proclamations of the Governor of Missouri and the 
Governor of the Territory of Iowa in relation to 
said disputed boundary, and the orders, if any, fur 


ca'ling out, or holding the militia in readiness to | 


act in relation to the same; and also any further 


information on the subject which it may be in the | 
i 


power of the Departments to give. 
The following resolution, submitted rome days 
since by Mr. LINN, was taken up for conside- 
tion: ; 
T Rale That it is the opinion of the Senate 
that the title of the United States to the Territory 
of Oregon is indisputable, and never will be aban- 
doned. i l 
Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to give notice to the British Govern- 
ment that the conventions of 1818, and 1827, which 
give the right to use and occupy the Oregon Ter- 


te 


ma 
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ritory, its bays, rivers, harbors, &c to both parties 
indiscriminately, shall cease in twelve months after 
such notification. ' 
Resolved, That itis both expedient and proper to 
ex'ead such portions of the laws of the United States 
over the Territory ef Oregun, as may be necessary 
to secure the lives, liherty, and property of our citi- 
zens who may reside in said Territory. 
_ Resolved, That it is expedient to raise an addi- 
tional regiment of infantry, (rifles,) for the pur- 
pose of overawing and keeping in check various 


| Indian tribes, or any foreign forces, who may be 


in said Territory, or on its borders; and at the same 
time to give ample protection to our citizens en- 
gaged in legitimate occupations. 

Resolved, That six hundred and forty acres of 
land should be granted to every white male inhabi- 
tant of said Territory of the age of eighteen years, 
who shall cultivate and use the same five consecu- 
tive years, and to his heirs at lawin the event of 
his death. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the resolutions were 
referred to a se'ect committee of five, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. WILLIAMS, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of increas- 
ing the number of copies of the laws of Congress 
printed for the several States and Territories under 
the act of 20th April, 1818. 

The following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. LUMPKIN, was considered and 
agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Committee oh the Post Office 
aad Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail stage route from 
Clarksville, Habersham county, Ga. to Asheville, 
N. C. via the town of Clayton, in Rabun county, 
Ga. and the town of Franklin, in Macon county, 
N.C. And also a weekly mail route, to be carried 
on horseback, from the town of Lafayette, in Wal- 
ker county, to the town of Salem, Dade county, in 


` the State of Georgia. 


The following resulution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. CLAY of Aiabanva, was considered 
and agreed to: | 

„Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
compensation to Abe! Pennington, of Captain A. 
Byram’s company cf North Alabama voiuateers, 
serving in Florida, for ahor:e, shot by order of 
the commanding officer in January, 1838. 

The following re o'ution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. PIERCE, was taken up for conside- 
ration: ` 

Resowed, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to report, as soon as may be couve- 
nient, a bill fur the equalization of the pay of the 


| officers of the line and the staff of the army. 


Mr. P. said he was in expectation of shortly 
receiving some information from the Department 
in relation to this subject, and asked that it be 
pas ed over for the present; which was agreed to. 

The following r1e:o'ution, submitted some dars 
since by Mr. SMITH of Indiana, was taken up for 
considerat on and agreed t.: 

Resolved, That the Committee en Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the eapediency 
of making an appropriation to con‘inue the con- 
struction of the Cumberland road in the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illincis, t'e ensuing year; and 
that said committee also inquire into the expediency 
of appropriating a sum of money sufficient to com- 
plete said road to Jefferson city, Missouri, to be 
paid over to the several States, within whose limits 
the road is to be constructed, in annual instal- 
ments, as the same may be required to insure an 
economical, energetic, and speedy completion of 
the. work: Provided, The States will agree to ac- 
cept the appropriation, and apply it to the object 
i tended, and discharge the General Goverpment 
from any further appropriations: And provided, also, 
That the Staks have authority to lay and collect 
toll on said road, sufficient to keep it im repair after 
its construction; and shall allow the arms ao 


. munitions of war of the General. Government to 


; pass on the same toll free. : 


following resolution, offered by Mr. Beaton 
on Frdsy inal, was considered and agreed to: 


, That the President of the United States 
be requested to. cause the proper inquiries to be 
made of all disbursing officers and agents, and all 
contractors, (the Post Office Department inc'u- 
sive,) , to ascertain from them whether. they have 
sold or exchanged Government drafts or oiher Go- 
-yernment funds, or their own draits on the Go- 
vernment, during the years 1838 and 1839, for 
paper money of the following deccmptions: 

1. Bank notes of the late Bank of the’ United 

-States, and especially notes of a less denomination 
than twenty dollars. . — - ea 
~ 2. Bank notes of the present Bank of the United 
' States,.and especially notes.of, a less denomination 
than twenty dollars... E 

3. Post notes of the present Bank of the United 
, Stater, and especially any of. such noies of a Jess 
denomination than one hundred dollars; also, of a 
Jess denomination than twenty dollars, and which 
chad been made payable at more than sixty days 

‘after date, or which were not due, or which had 
been altered by the pen; and if so, that they report 
the times and. places of. such sales er exchanges, 
and with whom made, and the amounts so sold or 


exchanged. O 
Also, that the President communicate to the. Se- 
nate the name of any disbursing officer, agent, or 
. contractor, who shall fail to answer the foregoing 
inquiries in a reasonable time. Also, that he com- 
municate a list of such Treasury or Post Office 
„drafts in favor-of disbursing officers, agents, and 
contractors, for the years 1838 and 1839, as shall 
, appear to have been sold, with the names of the 
endorsers, and. to whom paid; that the Secretary 
` of the Treasury.cause. inquiries to be made of the 
deposite banks, since the general resumption of 
ic payments in 1838, whether the Government 
drafts which have been sold by di-butsing officers, 
_ agents, and contractors, have been uiually paid in 
specie; and if so, all the particulars as to the seve- 
_ral sams and total amounts paid, and to whom 
paid, and where, as bearly as.can be stated. 
On submitting the above resolution, Mr. BEN- 
TON: id ON it implieð so much, and such grave 
_ censure, that he felt hi 
was not proceeding gratuitously, and without infor- 
mation, but that he was.in possession of facts 
which justified, the movement. He said’ that he 
had received information of every kind which the 
, Fesolations supposed to. exist, and even that. im- 


` mense tums had been drawn in specie from the de- | 
posite banks by the Bank of the United States, since | 
yment. He mentioned one instance | 


_-of this kind, in which the Bank.of Missouri paid 
. ninety thousand dollars in specie to a Bank of the 
United States agent for a Treasury draft, which 
_ issued the day before the Bank of the United 
, Btates stopped payment, and was sold to her agent 
_ „for her notes, which notes were disbursed on ac- 
_ count of the United States, while the specie drawn 
` from the Missouri Bank was shipped to Philadel- 
. phia, and probably thence to Europe. Mr. B. 
then read the following letter, as a specimen of the 
information he possessed: ss 


United States Bank notes, which came wader my own 
_‘ebservction, while acting as disbursing agent: of the 

. * Goverment in the Cherokee country. Freie aad 
-e Sometifie in the spring of the year’ 1838; two 
_ gentlemen arrived at the Cherokee Agency, (one. 
of whose names, I think, was Roberts, the other’s 
not remembered,) tò whoty I ‘way: introduced. 
` They were said to bè sgents of the Un'ted States 
. Bank, whose Business appeared fo be to“ exchange 
_, the notes of that Bank for Treasury’ drafts, or 
“drafts from the paymas'ers atid disbursing’ agents 
on the Government. They did make exchanges 
to a considerable exten’, but to what amount I 
cannot say. They had, 1 understood, in their pos- 
_ session, a large amount of the notes of the Bank, 
and that they, after leaving ‘the agency, went ts- 


Lattle a on business of ‘a:timilar | 


“\ eharaeter. e of the contractors.(now in Wash- 
ington) for furnishing subsistence to the emigrant 
indians west, yesterday told me that an agent of 
fhe United States Bank had been at Little Rock, 
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and that he, together with his partners, negotiated 
a loan with him for $150,000, payable in six 
months, which, he added, would soon be- due.* 
i Ia the summer of the same year, I was called up- 
on by Maj. Chs. J. Nourse, of this city, to kanow if 
‘Thad any Treasury drafts that I wished cashed, 
stating that He had old motes of the Bank of the 
United States that he would give me in exchange. 
-I repiied, that I had some drafts on New York and 
other places, which, if he would give me notes of 
|| ‘the United States Bank of Pennsylvania, I would en- 
ter into the arrangement, but that otherwise I 
| ‘would not, as I conceived the issue of these notes 
-wrong, and contrary to law, and would not make 
myself an accessory to the wrong. by ec rculating 
them. He observed that the other agents had 
| made no objection to receiving them, and strongly 
“urged my taking them likewise. Findng that I 
|| was tot fo be persuaded, we finally made an er- 
| change, he giving me the notes of the Pennsylvania 


minations—tens, twenties; the new motes were 
 most'y of like soms, with some fifties and hun- 


| dreds. ‘The twenties and hundreds of the new |: 
` issue appeared to have been struck off for po:t ., 
il notes, made ap beet to order, with the word “or- |) 


der” erased, and “John Ress or bearer” inserled. ‘To 
` all appearances, Mr. Nourse had a large amount 
i|- with him; I think he said, of both kinds, something 
a half a million of dollars. He alsosad he 
thought he should go to Arkansas, to endeavor to 
make exchanges there. : 
Washington, Aug. 20, 1839. 
. The following resolation, sabmitted some days 
-since by. Mr.. BENTON, was considered and 
[sagreedito: eg 
-< Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States 
be requested to obtain from the constituted autho- 
tities in Floride, a statement of all the Te:ritorial 


Territory, with copies from the jcurna's of the 
+ Council, showing-any.thing that was done in autho- 
tizing : the. issue of csuh bonds, with the 
names of the members of the Council at that 
time, their votes in each. case, the names 
iof. the -Govemors who may have. spproved 
, laws for the issuing of Territorial bonds, or who 
; may-have-signed or endorsed the said bonds; also, 
“the purposes for which said bonds were issued, and 
when issued in favor of corporations, the names of 
the corporations, and the co:porators. and their 
“officers, aud the use made of said- bonds, and the 
; present valne of said bonds’ in the American and 
+ European markets, with the condition of the cor- 


and how far: they are: falfilling the purposes for 
which they were created. Also, a statement of all 
the acts of inco:poration which have been passed 
J by the said Legislative Council. of. Florida, since 
the 3d of Marck, 1823, and the acts in amendment 
‘thereof, and when and bow said acts were reported 
to the President: of the United States, to be laid be- 
fore Congress. n : . 
| ~The following resolvtion, submitted. some days 
i since by Mr. BENTON, was considered and 
“agreed to: ~ Sat j 
_. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury “be 
. directed to communicate to the Senate all the in- 
| formation which it isin the power of the Depart- 
ment to obtain as to the value of the different State 
bonds in the London market, Also, the value of 
the different railroad and canal stecks of the re- 
spectives States in the’ home market. - 7 


_ The following resolution, submitted some days 
since: by Mr. TAPPAN, was considered and 
agreed to: o re . 
__ Resolved, That a eommittee of three members. be 
“appointed, who, together with a like number to be 
appoioted by the House. of Representatives, thall 
-direct the expenditures of all moneys appropriated 
to parchase books for the Library of Congress. . 

_ The Senate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business; and afterwards 
- Adjourned, © ~~ ene 


* These contractors were Glasgow and- Harris, 
of Missouri, i 


l! Bank. The old notes were generaily of small deno- ' 


l bonds issued, aad authorized to -be issed, in that f 


+ Manufachi 


porations which have had the us: of said bonds, | 


‘Messrs. Marvin, Boyd, Lowell, Davisof Kent 
j and Browa of ‘New York. > > a 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monnay, December 30, 1839. 


After the journal was reid, , , 

The CHAIR announced the following standing 
committees: PENA 

Committee on Commncrce.—Messts. Curtis, Hillen, 
White of Louisiana, Buke, Toland, Habersham, 
Parris, Botts, and Weller. 

Committee on the Public Lands.—Messrs. Cor- 
win, Reynolds, Lincoln, Crary, White of Ken- 
tucky, Fisher, Garland of Virginia, Hubbard, and 
Thompson of Mississippi. 

Committee of Claims.— Messrs. Dawson, Russell, 
Banks, Giddings, Williams of New Hampshire, 
Gentry, Hill of North Carolina, Galbraith, and 
Mallory. 

Post Offtee and Post Roads.—Messrs. McKay, 
Hopkins ,Chapman, of Ala., Marvin, Leadtetier, J. 
L. Williams of Tennessee, Anderson of Kentucky, 
But'er of South Carolina, and Brown of Mississippi. 

District of Columbia.—Me:srs. Johnson of Ma- 
ryland, C. H. Williams of Tennessee, Beirne, 
Glarke, Davee, Graham, Cranston, Black, and 
Hawkins. 

Judiciary.—Messrs. Sergeant, Crary, Hoffman, 
Turney, Mason of Ohio, Samuels, Colquitt, Storrs, 
and Barnard. 

. Revolutionary Claims.—Messrs. Craig, Randolph, 
Hall, Taliaferro, Parmenter, Montgomery, Rogers 
of South Carolina, Ely, and Swearingen. 

Territories. Messrs. Pope, Jenifer, Ramsey, 
Campbell of Tennessee, Stewart, Brewster, Davis 
of Kentucky, Montanya, and Fine. 

Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. Taliaferro, Carr, 
Andrews, Steenrod, Rayner, E. Davis of Pennsyl- 
vania, Brockway, Taylor, and Hand. 

Invalid Pensions. —Mes3rs. S. Williams, Morris 
of Ohio, Chittenden, Doar, Strong, Randall, Morris 
of Pa. Palen, and Edwards. 

Roads and Canals.—Messts. Ogle, Graves, Car- 
roll, Hill of Va. Smith of Ia. Starkweather, Ray- 


. ner, Colquitt, and Blackwell. 


Patents.—Messrs. Fletcher of Vt. Beatty, Pren- 


tiss; Newhard, and Paynter. 


Publie Buildings and Grounds.—Méessrs. Lincoln, 


Petrikin, Leonard, Keim, and Hastings of Ohio. 


Revisal and Unfitished Business. —Messts. Peck, 


: Parish, Jackson, James, and Dana. 


` Aceownts.—Messre. Johnson of Va. Lawrence, 
‘Jchaston of N. Y. Marchand, and Floy. 
res —Messrs. John Q Adams, Nisbet, 
‘Slade, ‘Fillinghast, Worthington, Dromgeole, Mit- 
‘chell, Eastman, and John Davis of Pennsylvania. 

` “digriewlture.—Messrs. Deberry, Dennis, McClel- 


- lan of Tennessee, Smith of Vermont, Hammond, 
- Shaw, Sweeny, Doig, and Hook. 


Indien Affairs.—-Messrs; Bell, L. Williams of 


: Nor Carolina, Alford, Cross, Chinn, Shepard, 


Lucas, Hant, and John W, Davis of Indiana. 
„Mileage —Messrs. Williams of Connecticut, 
Williams of Massachusetts, Morgan, Leet,.and 


“Allen of New York. - - 


Expenditures in the Departmani of Stete—Messts. 
Underwood, Bynum, Crabb, Lear Tram- 


“ball. 


Expenditures in the L ‘ofthe Trearury.— 
Mes rz. Evans, Atherton, Osborne, Warren, and 
Jones of New York. 2 GA 

` Expenditures in the Depariment of .War.«-Messrs. 
R. Garland. of Louisiana, Howard, Wagener, 
Holmes, aad Cooper of Pennsyivania. 


itures in the Department of the Neoys— 


i mise atep) Vanderpoel, Simonton, Greene, 


Expenditures in the Department of the Post Office — 

3 
Expenditures on the Public Buildings.—Messrs. 

Stan y, Foraanee, Gates, Henry, and Earle. 
Foreign Affairs.—Messrs. Pickens, ` Cushing, 


‘Droomgoole, Granger, Bynum, Haw: , 
| Everett, and Clifford. Saas es, Howar', 


Naval Affairs.—Mesrs. F. Thomas, Holmes, 


‘Reed, Kirg, Grinnell, Anderson of Me. Robinson, 


rivale Land Claims Mesar, Casey, Garland of 

Louisiana, Calhoav, D.leit, Wick, Batler of Ky. 

Hastings of Mass., Jameson, and White of La. 
Military Affairs —Messıs. Cave Johnson, Thomp 


Holleman, and Profir. 
Private 


son, of S. C. Miller, Coles, Kemble, Allen, Monroe, 
Sumrer, and Goggin. 

Muitia —Messrs. Keim, Carier, Griffin, Wagner, 
P. F. Thomas, Goode, Rogers of S. C. Trip-ett, and 
Ridgway. 

Elections —Messre. Campbell of South Carolina, 
Rives, Fillmore, Medill, Crabb, Brown, of Te., 
Fister, Smi h of Conaecticat, and Botts. 


Public Expendilures.—Messis. Briggs, Smith of © 
Maine, Bond, Rariden, Duncan, Crockett, Hall, - 


Warterson, and McCullech. 


Ways and Means.— Messrs. Jones cf Virginia, | 
Biddle, Atherton, Lawrence, Rhett, Vanderpcel, | 


Evans, Conner, and Cooper of Geo, 

Mr. KEMPSHALL, a member trom the State 
of New Yora, aopeared, qualified, and took his 
seat. 

Mr. WISE then rose, and said that, with a view 
of preventing the strive which had heretofore 
agitated this House and the country, he now took 
the earliest opportunity to move a suspension of 
the rales of the House for the purpose of sub- 
m:‘tng the following resoiution: 

Reseiced, That upon the presentation of any 
memorial or petition praying for the abolition of 
slavery or the slave trade in any District, Territory, 
or State o: the Unicn, and upon the presentation 
of apy sesoluton or other paper touching that 
subject, the reception of such memorial, pet.t'on, 
reso.ution, or paper, shall be considered as objected 
to, and the question of ifs reception shall be laid 


upon the table, without further debate or further ` 


action thereon. 
Mr. WISE said if there was any objection to 


this mot on he wou'd call for the yeas and nays ° 


upon it. 

Mr. FILLMORE said if it was necessary to 
make objection, he objected. 

Mr. WISE then called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. BELL inqnired if the resolution could be 
amended if the rules were suspended? 

The CHAIR was of opinion that it could. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a call of the House, but 
the House refused to order the call. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 


rales, and decided in the negative—yeas 109, nays . 


77, not being two-thirds, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Alford, Judson Allen, Simeon H. Anderson, 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Bel!, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron v. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William 
U. Bu:ler, Bynum, lohn Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carr, 
Carter, Case, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Co'quit, Crabb, 
cag, Crockett, Dana, John Davis, John W. Davis, Garret Da- 
via, Dawson, Diileu, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Fisher, Fornance, 
James Garlant, Rice Garland, Gentry, Gogzin, Graham, 
Griffia, Habersham, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, 
Hillen, Hook, pa aang Howard, Habvart, Jameson, Joseph 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Keim, Kemble, King, Leet, Leonard, 
Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, MeCulloch,Mc Ray, 
Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, 
Nisbet, Paynter, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rayner, 
Reynolds, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, Thomas 


Smith, Stanly, Sweenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Sweeny, Talia- . 


ferro, Taylor, Waddy Thom Jacob Thompeon. Triplett, 
Tumey, Coderwood, David D. Wagener, Watren, Watterson, 
Weller, Edward D. White, John White, Wick, Jared W. Wil. 
hams Lewis Williams, Christopher If. Williams, and Sherrod 
Willams—109. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Hugh J. Andersen, 
Barnard, Beatty, Biddle, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, 
Calhoun, China, Chittenden, Clark, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cushing, Davee, Edward Davies, Doan, Dog, Ely, Evans, Eve- 
ret, Fillmore, Fletcher, Floyd, Galbraith, Gates, Giddings, 
Goode. Granger, Hall, W'S. Hastings J. Hastings, Henry, Hoff- 
man, Hunt, Jackson, James, C. ohnston, Nathaniel Jones, 
Kempshall, Leadbeuer, Lincoln, Lowell, Marvin, Mason, Mor- 

Calvary Morris, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Parish, Parmenter, 
Perris, Peck, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, 
Edward Rogers, Russe!!, Slade, John Smith, Truman mith, 
Starkweather, Siorrs, Swearingen, Tillinghast, To:and, Trum- 
ball, Peter J. Wagner, Thomas W. Williams, Henry Wil- 
liams, and Joseph L. Williams—77. 


(Mr. Beacx of Georgia not being within the 
bar at the moment that his name was called, asked 
leave to record h's vote; but it was objected to.] 

Mr. BELL inquired whether it would be in 
crder to move to suspend the ru'es for the purpose 
of introduemng the resolution of the gentleman from 


Virginia, with this amendment, that all these peti- 


tions be referred to the Committee for the D‘strict 
of Columbia, without debate. It seemed to him 
that this would Le the most proper disposition to 
make of them. 

Mr. WISE. The gentleman’s amendment would 
be who'ly inconsistent with my resolution. 

Mr. PELL. Tren I will introduce a new reso- 
lution to this effect. 


į 
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Mr. WISE said he would object to this. He 
would vote against this House taking any action 
whatever upon these petitions. As a Southera 


man, he would not admit that the House had any , 


right to act upen these matters. 


Mr. BELL should be very sorry to do any thing | 


to interrupt the harmony of this body, and would 
not present the resolution, if the general sense of 
the Houte was against it; but if it would be accep- 
tabie to the members of the House generally, he 
would prepare such a resotution. A 

Mr. ADAMS inqnired if hs understood the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee as moving to satpand the 
rules for the purpose of offering the resolutiifh al- 
luded to, that a!l Abolition petitions should be re- 
ferred to th: Commitee for the District of Column- 
bia, without debate. He would suggest to the 
gentleman from Tennessee, that there was but one 
class of these petitions which could properly go to 
that committee, and those were petitions for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 
He had no sort of objection to those petitions 
taking that course. But there were petitions for 
the abolition of slavery in the Territories; for the 


: abolition of the slave trade between the States, 


and against the admission of new States, whose 
constitutions tolerated slavery; and certainly these 
petitionsfhould not be sent tothe Commiltee fur the 
District of Columbia. He had no sort of objection 
to having petitions in relation to slavery in the Dis- 


trict sent to the Committee for the Dis rict, and be | 


had vo sort of doubt that that committee would | 


make areport perfectly satisfactory at least to the 
Southern portion of the country. 

Mr. PICKENS rose to inquire if this question 
was debatab’e. 

Mr. ADAMS did not desire to cebate the ques- 


` tion at present, and was only makiog a suggestion 


to the gent!eman from Tennessee, that petitions re- 
lating to slavery should go to different committees. 
For his own part he would be perfectly willing that 
the committees on this subject should be appoint- 


| ed by the Spzaxer, according to his own views on 


this subject; only that these petitions should be re- 
ceived by the House, treated wth respect, and re- 
ferred to appropriate committees, and those com- 
mittees might be as strong on one side as any gen- 


` tleman here might desire them to be. 


Mr. BELL said it had always been his opinion 


i that the best mode of di-pusing of thee petitions 
: would be to refer them to a committee, and hence 
' it was that he had proposed to iniroduce a resolu- 
` uon of the kind before alluded to; but as objec'i' n 
. had been rais:d to that resolution, he would now 


wait until the question was brought up by the pre- 
sentation of petitions on this subject. 

Mr. WISE inquired if it would be in order for 
him to move a suspension of the rules again, for 
the purpose of introducing his resolution. 

The CHAIR replied that it would not be in or- 
der, the House having just refosed to suspend. 

Mr. WISE. Then! will give notice that, on 
the presentation of all Abolition petitions, I will 


| object to their reception, and move to lay the ques- 
: tion of reception on the table; and I will say to 


Northern gentlemen and Svuthern gentlemen, that 


I do not admit the power of this House to legislate 


; upon that subject. 


Mr. RICE GARLAND then moved a suspen- 


following resolutions; and on that question he called 
for the yeas and nays: 

° 1. Resolved, That the freedom of speech, of the press, 
and of the people, peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances, 


ate rights secured to every citizen by the Constitu- ʻi b 


tion of the United States; but in the exercise of 
these rights and privi'ege:, no citizen or body of 


pecp'e in one Biate of this Union, has the right so ‘| 


to use them, or any of them, as to deprive the cili- » 


zens or people in another State of their rights and 


| privileges, or of the properly secured to them by 


the Constitution aad Jaws. 


2.iResolved, That the power given by the Constitu- ` 


tion to Congress, to exercise exclusive legislation 
in all cases whatsoever over such district (not ex- 
ceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of 

articular States, and the acceptance of Congress, 
become the seat of Government of the United 
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States, gives no right or authority to take the pro- 
bate property of any citizen in such district for 
public use, without just compensation, and much 
less does it confer the power to take such property 
for no use at all, without the consent of the imme- 
diately interested, and without making any com- 
pensation for it. 

3. Resolved, That the interference,,by the citizens of 
any of the States, with the view to the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia, is endangering 
the rights and security of the people of the District; 
and that any act or measure of Congress designed 
to abolish slavery in this District would be a vio- 
lation of the faith implied in the cessions made by 
the States of Virginia and Maryland of said ter- 
ritory, a just cause of alarm to the people of the 
slavebolding States, ard have a direct andj in- 
evitable tendency to distract and endanger this 
Union. 

4. Resolved, That the House will not consider any 
proposition, petition, remenstrance, memorial, re- 
solation, motion, or paper, asking or requiring, or ` 
in any manner relating to the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia, or the Territories; nor 
will this House consider any proposition, petition, 
remonstrance, memorial, resolution, motion, ef 
p'per, asking or requiring, or in any manner re- 
lating to, the abolition of the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, cr among the several States of 
tbis Union. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to know of the gentleman 
from Louisiana, before voting upon this motion to 
suspend, whether it was understood that these re- 
solutions which he had submitted were to be de- 
bated, or whether tke previous question was to be 
called upon them as soon as they were presented. | 

Mr. R. GARLAND sajd that these were no 
caucus resolutions, and but ‘two gentlemen besides 


himself had read them, previons to their being pre- 


sented this morning, and it would te for the House 
to dispose of them in such manner as may meet its 
pleasure. 

Mr. ADAMS could not trast the House against 
the previous question, and would therefore vote 
against a suspension of the rales; although he 
wou'd be happy to have these resolutions present: d 
to the House, and fairly and fully debated. ‘That, 
said he, is what the country wants. 

The yeas and nays were ther ordered. 

Mr. GATES would inquire whether th’s mot’on 
to suspend the rules wasin order. When the gea- 
tleman from Virginia asked to suspend the rules, 
it was not in erder, because the House had refused 
to suspend the rules, and this was precisely the” 
same proposition, except that there was prefixed to - 
it certain abstractions of no consequence. 

The CHAIR considered the proposition some- 
what different, and therefore decided the motion to 
suspend to te in orter. f 

Mr. WISE asked if it would be in order for him 
to move to suspend the rules on to-morrow morn- 
ing, for the purpose of offerirg his resolution. 

‘he CHAIR would decide that question when it 
would arise. He expres ed the opinion, however, 
that such a motion would be in order. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped that the gentleman from 
Virginia would not offer his resolution again to- 
morrow, as he should be satisfied with what had 


. occurred to-day upon that subject. The gentlemen 
sion of the rules, for the purpose of submitting the ` 


cannot suppose that we will submit tv. another en- 
croachment upon the rights of the people of this 
Union. Wehave heretofore had enough of that 
in the House refusing to act upon these petitions in 
any manner. 

The CHAIR said the question was not debata- 


le. 
Mr. ADAMS said if the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia was not permitted to debate it, he would not 
debate it; but asthe gentleman from Virginia had 
been debating it, he took the liberty to do the same. 
Mr. ALFORD wished to inquire of the gent e- 
man frem Louisiana it it was his intention, by this 
resolution, that Abolition petilions should be re- 
ceived by the House. If that was the gentleman’s 


_ intention, he must vote against it. 


The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules, and decided in the negative—yeas 107, nays 
82, as follows, there not being two-thirds in favor 
of a suspension: 


YEAS- Momrs. Alford, Hugh J. Anderson, Simeon H. 
, Anderedn, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bel 


V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke,- 


Boyd, Browater,-Aaton 
oe H. Butler, William O. Butler, Bynum, John Cai 


ham, 
Hillen, Hook, Hopkins, 
ph Jobnson, Cave Johnson, 


Rayner, Rencide, Ri J (oe a l Bh 
er, olds, ‘Ridgeway, James uels, Shaw 
Hoban i bere Sean Yaniy, “Staenrod, Strong, St : 
Sumter, Sweeny, 
Thompson, Tripleu, Turney Underwood, 
ward D. White, 


: rett, 
Pinmere, Pieichan, Po d, Gat: s, Giddings Goode, Granger, 


William 8. Hastings, John Hastings, 

Henry, Hoi Hunt, Jackedn, James, Charles Johnston, 

Sei E Mra" eta bay or 
vin, Mo! vary Morris, t, Og 
horne, Palem, Parish, Parmenier, Parris, Paynter, 


Prentiss, Randall, Ran 
rre, Swearingen, Tillinghast, Toland, 


bull, Peter J. . Wagner; Weller, ‘Thomas W. Williams, | 
Hiama, and Joseph L. Wiliams—82. 


bad been entered on thejournal, =; 

Mr. W. THOMPSON presumed that it had, and 
ee was now entitled to the floor upon that motion. 
-Jf it had not, ‘he would now make the motion. 


Mr. JAMESON then tose and made a point of | 


order, in these words: 
“Efe. rose, from his seat, [on Friday last,] ad- 
dre-sei the Serizer, was annonce) by the Srzax- 
zk as being entitled to the floor; and while in the 
possession ofthe samé, seat a resolution tothe 
-Clerk’s table: Befote:the resolution was read, and 
the question arising from it was stated from. the 
“Craze, and while he (the said Jameson) was still in 
ossession of the foor, the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Tompson] rose from his seat and 
wiade' a ‘motion to reconsider the vote given in rte- 
Kition to the printing of the President's message. 
“The points of order arising on the -statement 


above are these — ` = 

-7 ugy The Spearen should ‘not entertain a motion 
“@ reconsider, before. another motion, that had 
been préviously made im writing, and sent to the 
Cierk’s' table, had teen reail, and stated by the 
. Sreaxes, (cule 37;) for it might itself be a motion 


‘to reeonsider, for- any thing the Sreaxxr might 


know, before it:was read. sk, 
-n2 "Phe. motion to reconsider eannot take such 
- precedence over other motions as to require a gen- 
iloman, who is jn possession. of the floor; to yield 
"jt—for that caanot be done even upon a motion to 
“adjoura, whch is considered always in order, ex- 
cept when a member has the floor.” - 
`. “Tae CHAIR said he- had announced the gentle- 
‘man fiom Missonri, on Friday Jast, as entitled to 
the floor; and the motion of the gentleman from 
` South Carolina te reconsider, was not. entered on 
--the journal. Bat as th: gentleman from South 
Carolina had risen this morning, and made the mo- 
tion, it was the first bas ness now inorder. = 
- `- Mr. JAMESON contended, that as he was en- 
titled tothe floor on his re-olation, the gentleman 
“from South Carolisa coald not make the motion to 


peéonsider, > id eti ; 
The CHAIR decided that the gentleman from 
- South Carolina was entitled to the floor tben. The 
gentleman from Missour, he said, would be en- 
titled tothe floor, whea resolutions were in order. 
> + Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina addressed 


the House at considerable length, going into a re-. 


| view of the various topics, ovc ed: upon in the 
Meszage of the President of the Uni ed States. He 
eons dered that that document was written with 
-“ unquestioned ability asd dexterity, if he might use 
: sucha term without disrespect to the President; 


but he contended ‘that the President was not true |: 


to many of the doctrin:s put.forth in the mes- 
. sage. ; Wih regard te. the Stale Rights doctrines 
~ ofthe message, they were his doc‘rines in every 


* 


|. to allow. of its recep jon. 
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the admirable doctrines contained in the 
message of President Jackson in 1836, and of his 
bad faith in issuing that odious document to the 
South, the proclamation, but nine days afterwards 
He feared Mr. Van Baren would be as unr 


minded of 


| faithfal to these doctrines as Gen. Jackson was. 


He commented with some severity upon the. part 
of the message in relation to the Florida war, and 
upon the proposition of the Secretary of War to 
bring that contest to a close. He pronounced the 
course of the Administration in relation to that war 
imbecile, and calculated to bring disgrace upon 
the military service of the United States, and de- 
clared that he would never vo'e appropriations for 
carrying on that struggle, unless the Governmcat 
pursued a course better calculated to bring it to a 
termination than-it had bren. He next went into an 
examination of that part of the message in relation 
to the- finances of the country, contending that the 
Government had be-n most extravagant in its ex- 
penditeres, and declaring that Congress would be 
compelled to borrow ten millions of dollars in ad- 
dition to the usual revenues of the year to carry on 
the operations of the Government for the coming 
year. With regard to the Sub-Treasury system, he 
conteaded- that it could not. be carried ipto. opera- 
tion, without of erating most oppressively upon the 
people of the country. The effect of it. would be, 
and the object of the President doubtless was, to 
establish. a metallic currency, and to destroy the 
banks of the country; aad this would produce such 
a depre-sion in the prices of property, &e. as.would 
never be submitied to by the people of this coun'ry. 

Mr. THOMPSON having concluded, 

‘Mr. DUNCAN moved the previous question on 
the motion made by that gentleman., Same of the 


docamenta, Mr. D. said; which the gentenan ani-. 


madverted on, would answer him. — , 

. Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina said, that 
as his sole object was to promote discussion on the 
subject of the message, and as that object had 


-been defeated by the call for the previous ques- 


tion, he. would: withdraw his. motion. R 
‘Mr. UNDERWOOD presented various amend- 
ments to the rates; which were read, referred to 
the Select Committee on the rules, and ordered to 
bas Ay BGs, sei Ae PERS, aaa : Evo kta 
r. SERGEANT submitted 2 resolution in re- 
Jaiion sto: eqoes3 of postage paid by members of 
Congress;. which was.adopted. —- = 
. The resolutioas Jaid on the table on Friday, for 
the printing of 10,000 copies of the Report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the Finances, was (a- 
ken up.and adopted. ; a 
_. Mr. ADAMS, in puasuance of notice given, 
asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill to 
provide for the disposal and management of the fund 
bequeathed by James Smithson, deceased, to the 
United States, for the establishment of an irstito- 
„tion ior the increase and diffusion of knowledge 
among men. : Read twice, and referred to a select 
committee to eunsistof nine members. .  . 
„Mr. DUNCAN submitted the following reso- 


- lation: ; 


Resolved, That the Speaker is hereby advised and 
directed to swear into- office Messrs, PHILEMON 
Dicxers.»n, Peter D. Vroom, Daniet B. RYALL, 
Wium R. Cooper, and Joseren KiLLE, mem- 
bers elect from the State of. New Jersey, and said, 
members theréon be directed to take their seats un- 
-til the ‘contest is regularly determined by the 
House. . Ey Rt i gS 

- Mr: RANDOLPH suggested that the resolution 
was not in order, it requiring a vole of two-thirds 


Mr. DUNCAN contended that it was a privileged 
motion that he-had submitted, and tnerefo-e it could 
be offered at any time. - oe 

Mr. WISE objected to the reception of the reso- 
lution at‘ that time. He would sugg st to the gen- 
tleman from Obio that many membeis were absent 
who wished to vote on this.question, and that he had 
better not press its consideration at present. 

_ Mr. DUNCAN observed that this wasa ques» 
tion of privilege, and-had never before Feen acted 


om. It related to the rights of the State of New 


Jers:y,.and her Representatives here. He wonld 


say to the gentleman. from: Virginia (Mr, Wise] 


ticular, bat when he read them, he.. was te-. 


that he had no wish to push the consideration of 
‘the resolution at this time; but he wished to ad- 
dress the House on that subject, and as several 
members had express?d a wish for an adjournment, 
he would move that the House now adjourn. 

Mr. PICKENS suggested that there were seve- 
ral public documents on the Speaker’s table re- 
quiring the action of the House, and he hoped the 

- gentleman from Ohio would withdraw his motion 
until they could be dispos:d of. ; 

Mr. DUNCAN withdrew his motion, #aying 
that he did not, in so doing, yield his right to the 


floor. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired if the paper subm’tted by 
the member from Ohio [Mr. Duncan] was before 
the House. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not; and that 
it required a suspension of the rules before that pa- 
per could be received. a 

Mr. DUNCAN appealed from the decision of 
the Cuair, on the ground that his resolution was a 
privileged motion, relating to the rights of the Re- 
presentatives of one of the States of the Union; 
but, on taking the question, the House sustained 
the decision of the SPEABER without a division. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing messiges from the President of the United 
States: 

To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit herewith a report made to me by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, with accompanying 
documen's, in regard to some difficulties which 
have occurred concerning the kind of papers 
deemed necessary to be provided by law for the 
use and protection of American vessels eng?ged in 
the whale fisheries, and would respectfully invite 
the considera'ion of ‘Congress to some new legis'a- 
„tion on a subject of so much interest and difficulty. 
E i M. VAN.BUREN. 
Wasainaton, Dec. 17, 1839. ` 


Tothe House of Representatives: 

I transmit herewith to Congress a report from. the 
Secretary of State, on the subject of the law pro- 
viding for taking the sixth census of the United 
States, to which I invite your early attention. 

M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasuineron, Dec. 17, 1839. 


The SPEAKER communicated the following 
cocuments, viz: . E : 

A repott from the Secretary of the Treasury, ex- 
hibiting certain transfers of appropriations of the 
War Department. Also, 
. A report from thé same, exhibiting certain 
‘teansfersof appropriations made in that Depart- 
ment; both of which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Expenditures, and ordered to be 
printed. 3 

A letter’ from‘ the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in pursuance of the act of 2d March, 
1799, an. abstract of the returns made by collectats, 


- showing the number of registered American sea- 
‘ men. Laid on the table, and ordered to be priated. 


A report of the Secretary of the Treasury, on 


: the accquats of Charles J. Ingersoll, which. was 


referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. edits 

-A report from the Secretary of the Treasury,in 
compliance with a résolution óf the Senate in reta- 


- tion to the execation of the 13th and 14th seetions 


of the act to regulate the deposites of the publie 
‘money, approved June 23, 1836; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. as R f i 

A report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting the report of F. R. Hassler, as su- 
perintendent of the survey of the coast aad of the 
construction of standards of weigh's and measures; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and 50) additional copies ordered to be 
printed. = 

A report from the Secretary cf State in relation 
to the expend:tere of the contingent fund of that 
Department; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. ` ean 

A report from the Secretary of the Navy, in re- 
lation to the expenditure of the contingent fond.of 
that Department; whieh ‘was.réferred -tọ the Com- 
mi'tee.on Finance, ` fortes ies 


A letter from the Commissioner of the Public 
Buildings, reporting the manner which all appro- 
priations tor the public buildings aad grounds have 


been applied; which was refe red to the Commitee | 


oa Pub‘ic Buildings. 

A communication from the Department of State, 
transmitting, in complianc: with the second section 
of the act making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenditures of the Government, a 
statemeat showing the expenditures of that Depart- 
meat for the past year: lad onthe table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

The anoual report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office: referred to the Committee on 
the Publ:c Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

A report from the Secretary of the Treasury on 
the petition of sundry citizens of Wisconsin in re- 
lation to the lead mines of that Territory: referred 
to the Com mittee on the Pub!ic Lands, and ordered 
to be prinied. 

A repoit from the Secretary of the Treasary in 


relation to the British cofonial trade: referred to | 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to | 


be printed. 


A report from the Secretary of the Treasury in : 
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The SPEAKER communicated c:rtain docu- 
men’s in relation to the New Jersey elections. 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved torefer them to the 
Committee of Elections. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to amend the motion, by 
re‘erring to the same committee the certificates of 
the Governor of New Jersey, and all the papers in 


: relation tv the New Jersey elections in possession 


of the House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina inquired 
what was the nature of the document communica- 
ted by the Speaker, and how it came in possession 
of the Hoase. 

The SPEAKER said the document was com- 
posed of ceriain depositions taken in New Jer-ey, 
in relation to the late elections there for members of 


i this House, and which had been transmitted to him 


relation to the Chickasaw fund: referred to the | 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be | 


printed. 


A report of the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- i 


miuing the resalt of an examination and survey of 
Block Island: referred to the Commities on Com- 
merce, and erdered to be printed. 

A report from the Secretary of the Treasa'y, be- 
ing a sapp’ement to the statements transmitted 4th 
January, 1836, exhibiting the sums paid yearly 
under each material head of expenditare from 1834 
to 1839: referred to the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures, and ordered to be printed. 


A report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the | 


subject of duties on railroad iron: referred to the 


Committee on Manufactures, and ordered to be 


printed. 


A report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 


showing the names of the applicants for reli`f, 
under the act fur the relief of certain insolvent 


debtors of the Uniled States: laid on the table, and | 


ordered to be printed. 


A report from the Secretary of the Treasury, | 


showing the amount received yearly for five years 
past, by each collector of the costoms, on account 
of fines and forfeitures: referred 10 the Com mittee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


A report from the Secretary of War, with a re- || 


port from the Commissioner ef Pensions, ia obedi- 


ence to the resolution of 29th May, 1839, in rela- | 
tion to pensioners who have made application for : 


inerease of pension: laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A report from the Secretary of War, showing the 
expenditures of the contingent fand of the War 
Department for the past year: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Expenditures of the War Depari- 
ment, and ordered to be printed. : 

Two reports from the Secretary of the Navy, in 
relation to the expenditures of the Navy Depart- 
ment for the past year: referred to the Committee 
cn the Expenditures of the Navy Department, and 
ordered to be printed. 


A repo t from the Secretary of the Treasury, re- | 


lative to certain transfers of appropriations of the 
Navy Department: referred to the same committee, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Two reports from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting statements from the Second and 
- Fourth Auditors, showing the balances standing on 
their books: Jaid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

A report from the Secretary of the Treasury on 
the commerce and navigation of the United States 
for the year 1839: laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

wo reports from the Commissioner of the Pub- 
lic Buildings, showing the progress made in the 
public works, and the expenditures for the same 
during the hast yeas: referred to the Committee on 
the Pablic Building:, and ordered to be printed. 

The Annual Report of the Clerk of the House: 
referred to the Committee of Accounts, 9nd or- 
dered to be printed; after which, 


i could be breught fairly before the House. 


by mail, and tbat the House was nct in possession 
of any other documents on the subject. 

Mr. HUBBARD was opposed to any reference 
whatever. There was, he said, no case of con- 
tested elections to go to the committee. A'l the 
questions that had been agitated in the House, had 
been in reference to the returns only. The only 
question that had been before them was, who were 
returned as members from New Jersey. When 
the question of contest was raised, then it woul: be 
time to refer the matter to the Committee on Elec- 
ions, 

Mr. BELL entirely concurred with the gentle- 
man from Alabama. There was no petition con- 
testing the seats of sitting members, for the House 
bad decided that five of the New Jerszy mem- 
bers should not take their s'as. This question 
should be brought fairly before the House, and if 
no other member did, he would bring it forward as 
a privileged motion. He understcod that there 
were four or five gentlemen claiming sea's as Re- 
presentatives from New Jersey, who had been 
waiting here since the commencement of the s's- 
sion, and their claims had not as yet been desided 
on. He hoped the House would proceed wi:h 
caution in th’s matter, and recollect that they were 
about setting a prec'dent that would be followed in 

time tocome, and not locsely refer these matteis to 
a committee before any petiiion or question cf con- 
tested rights w2s before them. If the House would 
receive a resolution that would relieve it from the 
difficulty in which it was involved, he was pre- 
pared now to make it. He thought that the 


i| motion submitted by the geat'eman from Ohio 


(Mr. Duncan] was the only one male in order this 
morning, for it was a privileged motion, inasmuch 


|. as it related to the question as to who shall occupy 


the vacant seats of the represen'ation from New 
Jersey. 

Mr. WISE contended that the reference pro- 
posed was exactly the way in which the question 
The 

committee would, after examining the returns, and 
the testimony in possession of the Hou-e, make up 
their report, showing who have the legal creden- 
tia!s, and who ought to take their sats as the sitting 
members, while they are engaged in c llecting te:- 
timony to enab‘e the House to decide who are ulti- 
mately entitled to membership. This seemed t» 
him to be the regular mode of proceeding, and he 
hoped the House would adopt it. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired of the Carr whether 
the returns of the polls at South Amboy and Mill- 
ville, which were suppressed, were to be consi- 
dered as incladed in the metion of reference, and 
would be sent with the other documents to the 
C immittee of Elections? 

The CHAIR supposed that the papers referred 
to by the gentleman from Ohio would not be in- 
cluded in the reference, and that no o'her papers 
would be referred than the depositions just laid 
before the House. 

Mr. DUNCAN observed that he had so sup- 
posed; and asto those depositions, if hey were lop- 
sided, as he suspected, he should object to their re- 
ception, 

Mr. RANDOLPH observed that the deprs tions 
had been taken in accordance with the laws of 
New Jersey, and transmitted to the Speaker as di- 
rected by law. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired how these depesitions 
came before the House. 


$1 


The SPEAKER said that he had rece: ved them 
by mail, directed to him as Speaker of the House 
of Representa'ives. 

Mr. BRIGGS then observed that they were not 
properly before the House at this time. The ru'e 
was, when the Speaker rece.ved papers by mail, to 
retain them until calling over the States for the 
presentation of petitions, and then such paper was 
presented when the name of the State it came from 
was Called. 

Mr. BELL apprehended that the only question 
in order, aad that could be in order, was, who were 
returned as members fiom New Jersey. The 


| House ought tə decide this question in some form 
| or other; but he hoped the gentleman from Ohio, 


after whathad been said by the gentleman from 
Virginia, as to the absence of members, would not 


" press this question for the present, 


| 


Mr. ADAMS wasin favor of a reference of all 
the papers relating to the subject, and of giving 
the committee power to send for persons and pa- 
pers; and the committee, he said, should be in- 
structed to inquire and report tothe House who 
are members frum the State of New Jersey; and 
that they have leave to report by biil or otherwise. 

Mr. DUNCAN said he rose to inquire whether 
certain papers were or were not in possession of 
the Hause, and whether they would be referred to 
the committee. He had been informed by the 
Speaker that there were no other papers in posses- 
sion of the House, or that would be referred, ex- 
cept these one-sided depositions taken to support 
the claims of the certificate members. He should, 
therefore, oppose the motion. Mr. D. here yielded 
the floor to , 

Mr. TURNEY, on whose motion 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tux:oay, December 31, 1839. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented ceriain resolutions 
of the Legislature of New Hampshire, insiructiog. 
their S nators, and requesting the.r Repri sentatives 
in Congress, to the fullowing effect: 

Resolved by the Senste and House of Representatives 
in General Court convened, That, in the opinion of 
ths Legislature, ali connection between banking 
corporations and the Goverament of the United 
States, should be dissolved. 

And be it further Resolved, That, in the opinion 
of this Legislature, no medium, or curreney, 
should te received in payment of the revenues of 
the General Govcrament, except goid and silver. 

And be it further Resolved, Toat, in the opinion 
of this Legi lature, the Indep-ndent Treasury is the 
only system for receiving, keeping, and di-bursirg 
the public revenues, recognised by the Const.tution 
ofthe United States. 

And be it further Resolved, That the Senators 
from this State in the Congress of the United States 
be instructed, and the Repre: eutatives requeste |, to 
use al’ proper exertions to effect the adoption of the 
Independent Treasury. 

The resolutions were ordered to lie on the tab'e 
and be printed. - 

Mr. WRIGHT presen'ed the memotialof the 
Chevalier De Gerstner, preying Congress to grant 
him the copyright, for five years, cf certain s atis- 
tical works; which was referred to the Committee 
on Patents, and ordered to be printed. ior, 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of Hannah 
Gouge, a widow of a Revolutionary soldier, who 
had resided in New York 104 years, asking fora 
pens on; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of James 
Thompson, agent of the British and Foreign Bible 
Scciety, reques ing permission to enter Bibles at 
the cily of New Ycrk free-of duty, for transaris- 
sion to the Candas, while the navigation of the St. 
Lawrence is obstructed by ice; which was r-ferred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PIERCE presented cer.ain resolutons of 
the Legislature of New Hampshire, in-tructing 
their Senators and requesting their Re presentatives 
in Congress, to the following effec : 

Whe-eas certain propositions have been before 
the Congress of the United States, having for their 
object the distribution of the proceeds of the sales 
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Mr. L. also presented resolutions of the same 
body on the subject of the 16th sec'ions. — 
- Also, requesting’a grant of land for publie schoo's; 
which were referred tothe Committee on the Pub- 
lie Lands. tah So 

Also, requesting a grant of land to aid in con- 
structing a sailroed to Jefferson city; whieh was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, requesting an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Des Moines 
river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. f ; ; 

Oa motion of Mr. FULTON, certain resolutions 
of the Leg'slatare of Arkansas, in favor of ceding 
the public lands to the States in which they lie, and 

„in relation to the settlers on school lands, which 
were on the ‘files of the Senate, were referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lazds. 

On motion by Mr. F. the memorial of John K. 
L. Norman, praying a grant of land in aid of a 
coltegiate institation in the Territory of Florida, 
now on file, and additional papers, were referred 
to the Committee on the Pablic Lands. 

-On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the me- 
morial of the Legislature of Alabama, asking the 
Federal: Government to surrender the canal con- 
nected with Musele shoals to that State, now on 
‘file, was referred to the Committe on Roads and 

Canals. : 
- Mr, NORVELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was consider. d and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the memorial of a number of the 
paturalized citizens of Michigan, presented at the | 
last session, praying for the adoption of measures 
more effectaally to secure the recognition and 
‘thaintenance of the rights of that c'ass.of the citi- 

“zens of the United States, be taken from the fi'es 
of the Senate and referred.to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. - tan ae 

x Mr. N. in pursaance of notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill granting to the State 
of Michigan a juantity of land to a'd in construct- 
ing a canal around the Falls of Ste. Marie; which 
- was read twice, and ‘referred to the Committee‘on 


2 
of the’ public lands; apd whereas such a measure, 
in the opinion of this Legislature, is not only un- 
constitutional, but is calculated to diminish the 
pablic revenue and increase indirect taxation, by 
affording æ pretext for the continuance of a high 
tariff—therefore, ; : 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court convened, That our Senators in 
Congress be instructed, and the Representatives 
-from- this State be reques'ed, to oppose every at- 
tempt which shall be made to divide: the proceeds. 
of the sales of the public lands among the several 
States, or to make any other disposition thereof 
except for the constitutional parpose of providing 
for the common welfare and general defeuce of the 
United Stat s. __ : 
` The resolutions were ordered to lie orf the table, 
and beprinted, — 
` M1. ROANE presented cer'ain resolutions of the 
Legislature of Virginia, requesting Congress to 
make an additional grant of land to satisfy out- 
standing military land warran's; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. = > -> eae 
- Mr. WALL, from the Committee on thë Jadi- 
‘ciary, to which had been referred the bill for the- 
relief of Pierre Menard, asked: to be discharged 
“from its farther consideration, and that it be refer- 
red to the Committee.on Revolutionary Claim:; 
‘which wasagreed tc. : . 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of the 
Trostees of the Presbyterian Cburch, at Connecticut 
-Farms, for relief; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama gave notice that to-mor- 
row he would ask leave to bring in a bill for the 
relief of D. A. Saltmarsh and Co. . 

Mr. BENTON prerented the. petition of Nathan 
Renney, collector of the port of St. Lonis; which 
was referred to the Commitiee on Commerce. 

“Wir. B- said, while he was up, he would make | 
some suggestions rspectingihe number of docu- 
- ments ordered to be printed for the Senate. They 
had adopted the present number when the Senate _ 
was much smaller than at present; and by the in- 
“creese ‘in the number of Senators, the number of 
docoments received by each for distribution, was 
greatly redaced. He thought that 2,500 would 
tear about the same proportion to the number of 
“Bendtors at present; as 1,500'did when it was 
- adopted. tes Ege SE oe ee 
Several Senators requesting ‘Mr. B. to. makea | 
motion to that effect, he moved that 1000 addi- - 
‘tional copies of the President's message and ac- 
compatying documents be printed for the . use of 
. the Senate; which was unanimously agreed fo. 
On motion by.Mr. ALLEN, the petition and pa- 
_ pers on fi e in relation to the case of John Grigsby, 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
` Mr. DAVIS presented the petit‘on of Samuel B. 
- Beith, praying that ctr ain duties may be refunded; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. . 
Mr. D. atso presented the: petition of J. W. 
“Nye, assignee of Peter Bargy,. jr.; which was re- 
ferred to the Commit ee on Claims. ` K 
_ Mr.WAITE of fa, presen‘ed the pet tion ofc tizens 
. of Upper Wabash, in the State of Indiana, and the | 
pe ition of citizens of Clinton and-Carr counties, 
praying for certain designated mail. rovtes; which. 
_ Were referred to the Commit ee on the Post Office 
“and Post Roads. PB Boy oi a BAES 
, Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of John 
Carter, praying for. permission to bring a servant 
into the District; which was referred to the Com- 
mittes on the Distriot of Colambia,. ` 
: Mr. BETTS presented the petition of certain 
manufacturers of pins, -praying fer a reduction of 
~ the duty on brass wire; which was referred to the 
. Committee on Manufactures. zo : 
- Mr. LINN presented a memoriat from eettain 
captains and’ eng'neers of steamboats òn the Mis- 
sissippi, in +elatiun to the adoption of- a system for 
: the prevention of the explosions of boilers, which 
was referred to the Committee on Com nerce. 
_ Mr. LINN presented a series of resolutions of 
“fhe Legislature of Missouri, relating to the public | 
“fags; which was referred to the Committee on the 
-' Pudhe Lands, aad ordered to be printed. 


e falls of Ohio, on the Indiana side, and all peti 
ile on the same subject, on the files of the Se- 
nate, be referred to the Committee on Roads and 

t 
Cena WHITE of Tennessee, from the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, to which had been referred 

A bill for the relief of John McCarty; and 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; 

Reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which the following bills had been 
referred, reported the same without amendmen', 


Z: 
ý A bill for the relief of Gen. Ma'hew Arbuckle. 

A bill for the relief of Joha E. Metcalf and 
others. ; ; 

A bill to confirm the title to a certain tract of 
land in the county of Mobile. f , 

‘A bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Greensburgh land district, State of Louisiana. 

A bill authorizing a patent to be issued to Joseph 
Campan, for a certain tract of land in the State of 


Michigan. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Madam de 


Lusser. , 

A bill for the relief of Pierre Balin. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of William Conway. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Marsaque. 

A bill for the relief of Alvarez Fisk and Thomas 
P. Eskridge. 

A bill for the rel'ef of Alvarez Fisk. 

A bill for the rel-ef of Juan Belgar. 

A bill for the relief of Francis Laventure, Ebe- 
nezer Childs, and Linas Thompson. 

A bil! for the re'ief of Joseph Bogy. 

_A bill for the relief of Joseph Cochran. 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Loui- . 
siana. 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan. 

A bill for the relief of Jean Bapti:te Granger. 

A bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher and 
heirs and legal representatives of Bartholomew 
Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloom. 

A bill for the relief of Obed P. Lacey. 

A bill to continue in force the act for the final 
| adjustment of private land claims in Missouri. 

_ -A bill to transfer to the citizens of the parish of 
Concordia, in the State of Louisiana, the interest 
of the United States to a certain tract of land. - 
-A bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to the 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased. > 

`A bill confirming certain land claims in Mis- 
Soni -` 
A bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
ita land di-trict, in the State of Louisiana. __ 
A bill to confirm land claims in the district be- - 
tween the Rio Hondo‘and:Sabine rivers. 
A bill to settle the.title. to certain tracts of land 
-in the State of Arkansas © s oo soo oo 
~: & bill fo amend an act confirming. certain land 
claims in the State of Michigan. = - > 2 

- Mr. L. also, in. pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce LEPE 
” A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
‘Phil. Barbour, deceased; which was read twiee, and 
referred to the Commifiee on private Land C.aims. 
_. Mr. ROBINSON, -from the Coummities on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been re- 
‘ferred a bill for the relief of A. G. B. White, re- 
ported the same: with an amendment.: .; 
| Mr. R. also, from the same committee, to: which 
had been referred ` SRO re 

A bill far the relief of Thomas H. Owen and 
“John W. Skidmore; and ~ EA 
_ A bill for the relief of Samuel R. Slaymaker; 
i Reported the same without amendment. , 
: Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to. which had been referred a bill to 
relinquish to the State of Alabama, for pur- 
poses therein named, the Two. percent.-fand, re- 
ported the same without amendment. —S 
- Mr. KNIGHT, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of Samuel Griffith; which was read twice, and re- 
vo k ale age on Pensions. 
fe. N, in pursuance of notice, ask 
and obtained leave to bring ina bill faiai 


the Public Lands. -~ 

© Me. N. also gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to bring in a bill fixing the sa'a- 
: ries of severa? district judges ef the United States. 

~. On motion by Mr. WHITE, certaia papers on 
: file were referred to the Committee on Claims, 

On motion by Mr. ROANE, papers in relation 
to several claims, now on: file, were referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 8 , 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Mrs. 
Catharine Howard; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. `’ Eag 

Mr. CALHOUN gave notice that, oh Friday 
hext, he woud ask leave to bring in abill to cede 
the public lands to the States in which they lie, on 
ceitiin conditions. ~ i 

Mr: ROANE presented the pett'on of Jobn 
Spottiswood; wh:ch was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. . 

Als^, the petition of Capt. Robert White; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions, i 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the papers 
on file in relation to the claim-of Joseph Ciaxton, 
were. referred to the Committee on Claims. 

_ Mr. MOUTON presented certain resolutions, of 
the Legislature of the State of Louisiana, in rela- 
tion to the construction of a levee on the south 
bank of Red river; the opening cf the Bayou 
L’Eau Biane; thé validity of titles to land ander 
French and Spanish grants; and ia relation to the 
a that State. eae a 
~ Mr. BE sented resolutions of the . Legis- 
‘ature of Gonneetieat on the subject of a national 

foundry, and recommending ihe Housatonic valley 

asa suitable site for that purpose; which were laid 
‘on the table, and ordered to be printed. ~~. 
`` The VICE PRESIDENT presented the remon- 
strance of certain warriors, sachems ‘and headmen 
of the Seneca Indians against the ratification of the 
treaty lately concladed with that nation; which 
_was reerred to the Committze on the Judiciary 
and ordered to be printed. nS ae 


5 


_ On siti e Ak SMITH of Indiana, 
~ ‘Ordered, That thë memorial of the Legislature 
of Indiana of the last session, relative to a canal at 


, 
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to the act to establish branches of the Mint of the 
United States; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. PIERCE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to bring in the fc ltowing bills: 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Basset; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Collins; 

A bill for the relief of John S. Billings; and 

A bill for the relief of Hannah Laighton; 

Which were severally read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAVIS gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of Henry J. Pickering. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to iatroduce a bill regulating 
the pay of masters of the navy; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate, in 
accordance with a resolution adopted some days 
since, proceeded to the election of a chaplain for 
the present session. 

The following was the result of the ballotings: 


First Ballot. Second Ballot. 
Mr. Cookman, 14 20 
Mr. Bates, 6 9 
Mr. Mclvor, 1% 6 
Mr. Stewart, 5 ý 0 
Mr. Braxton, 3 1 
Mr. Wilmer, 1 i 


Mr. Cooxman having a majority on the second 
ballot, was declared to be duly elected. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following reso- 
lation: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury te 
directed to communicate to the Senate the esti- 
mated amounts which will be receivable from the 
salt duty during the years 1840, 1841, 1842, and 
1843; also, the estimated amounts which will be 
payable on account of fishing bounties, and allow- 
ances to fishing vesse!s, during the same years; the 
said estimates to be all made on the basis of a non- 
alteration in the present laws regulating the said 
duties, bounties and allowances. 

Also, that the Secretary be directed to communi- 
cate to the Senate any information in the Treasury 
Department going to show that fishing bounties, 
and allowances to fishing vessels, have been un- 
daly or illegally drawn since the passage of the act 
in 1813 for renewing the duty on salt, and reviving 
the fishing bounties and allowances consequent 
. thereon. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indiana A faiis 
be inst:ucted to inquire into the expediency of 
makiog an appropriation sufficient to effect, by 
peaceable and pecuniary means and inducements, 
the immediate removal west of the Mississippi of 
all the Indians now in the Territory of Florida. 

Mr. WALL sabmitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing an appropriation for the removal of certain 
obstructions in the navigation of the river Passaic 
and of Newark bay, in the State o New Jersey. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Commitice on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing an appropriation to improve the harbor of the 
city of St. Louis, Missouri. 

The bill to amend an act entitled “An act more 
effectually to provide for the panishment of cer'ain 
crimes against the United States, and for other 
purposes,” was considered as in Commitice of the 
Who'e; and, after some remarks from Mr. WALL, 
was ordered to be engros:ed for a third reading. 

The bill establishing a Board of Commi:sioners 
to hear and determine claims against the United 
States, was taken up; and, after some remarks 
from Mr. TAPPAN and Mr. HUBBARD, on 
motion of the latter its further consideration was 
postponed until Monday, the 13th January. 

The CHAIR announced the following as the 
committee, on the part of the Senate, to direct the 
expenditares of all moneys appropriated to pur- 


chase books for the Library of Congress, to wil: 
Messrs. TAPPAN, PRESTON, and WALL. 

On motion by Mr. KING, 

The Senate went into an Executive session, and 
afterwards 

Adjourned until Friday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tusepay, Dec. 31, 1839. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend the journal by 
striking from it the resolution submitted on yes‘er- 
day by Mr. Duncan, viz: 

Resolved, that the Speaker is hereby advised and 


directed to swear into office Messrs. PHiLEMon Dick- ; 


ERSON, Peter D, Vroom, Daniek B. RyaLL, Wit- 
Liam R. Coorer, and Josera Kitte, members elect 
from the Sta'e of New Jersey, and said membe:s 
thereon be directed to take their seats until the eon- 
test is regulariy determined by the House. 

Mr. DUNCAN said he had introduced this reso- 
lution not only because he conside-ed it due to the 
individuals named in it, but Eecause he be ieved it 
to be a priviieged question. 


The CHAIR said the gent’eman could not pro- | 
| ceed to discuss the merits of the sesolution ona 


moʻion to amend the journal. 

Mr. DUNCAN believed the reso'uion to be a 
privileged question, and he was sustained in this 
be ief by a precedent on yesterday morning. 

The CHAIR again intimated that the gent’eman 
could not discuss the merits of the reso‘ution. 

Mr. BRIGGS contended that the reso!uton ought 
not to appear on the journal, because the Cuair had 
decided it on yesterday to te out of order, and the 
House had sustained that decision. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine thought this reso!ution 
ought to go on the journal. It would be recollect- 
ed, that, on a former occasion, a gent'eman from 
New Jersey moved to have acerain protest en- 
tered on the journal, and, a though the House ĉe- 
cided by a solemn vote that it should not go on the 
journal, gentlemen had conten“ed that it shoa'd go 
on; and thy aitained their object by moving it at- 
terwar's in the shape of a reso'ution, and calling 
the yeas an: nays upon it, although the House 
again decided it should not go on the journal. 

Aftera few remarks by Messrs. CUSHING, 
TILLINGHAST, and BROWN of Tennessee, 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays 
upon the motion; when it appeared there were— 
yeas 72, nays 83. So the Huuse refused to zemend 
the journal. 

Mr. JAMESON then moved to amend the jour- 
naloflast Friday, soas to make it conform to the 
state of facts as they occurred in regard to a mo- 
tion made by himon that day. [The substance 
of the amendment will be found in Mr. J.’s point 
of order in yesterday’s proceedings. 

The CHAIR thought it was too late now to 
amend the journal of Jast Friday. 

Mr. JAMESON contended that the journal 
might be corrected at any time; and read aa ex- 
tract from the Manual in support of this position. 

The CHAIR then entertsiaed the mo‘ion. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and wete—yeas 79, nays 77. 
So the question was desided in the affirmative. 

Mr. COLES moved to suspend the rules for the 

purpose of offering the following resolution? 
f Resolved, That every petition, memo ial, resofation, 
proposition, or papers, touching or relating ip any 
way, or to any extent whatever, to the abolifon of 
slavery in the States of this Union, or either o 
them, or in the District of Co'um! is, or in thd Te 
ritories of the Un ted Sta'es, or either of them, 
the removal of slaves from one State to anor, 
shail, on the presenta‘ion thereof, without any fur- 
ther action thereon, be laid upon the tab'e without 
being debated, printed or referred. 

Mr. STANLY inquired if this resolution did not 
contemplate the reception of Abolition petitions. 

- Mr COLES said that depended upon the con- 
struction of the effect of laying petit‘ons oa the tab'e. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired if the resolution could 
not be amended by the House, if the rules were 
suspended. 

The CHAIR said it could. 

Mr. CRABB said he should vote against the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, because— 


The CHAIR. The question is not debatable, 


i 


Mr. CRABB continued. He should vote against 
suspension, because the resolution contempla‘ed the 
reception by the House of these petitions. 

Mr. GRANGER called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 87, nays 84, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alford, S. H. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks. Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, 
A. G. Brown, Burke, W. O. Butler, Bynum, Carter, Clifford, 
Coles, Crockett, Cross, J. W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, 
Dillett, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Fisher, Fornance, Galbraith, J. 
Garland,R. Garland, Goggin, Graham, Graves, Griffin, Hill of 
Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Hook, Hopkins, 
Howard, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Keim, 
Kemble, King, Leet, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, 
McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, 
Newhard, Payris, Pickens. Pope, Ramsey, J. Rogers, Samuels, 
Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, Thomas Sinith, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sumter, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Taylor, Jacob Thompeon, 'Prip- 
lett, Turney, Underwood, D. D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, 
E. D. White, John White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, and C. H. Williams—e&7. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W, Allen, 
Barnard, Biddle, Black, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brewn, 
Calhoun, Carr, Casey, Chinn, Clark, Colquitt, Corwin, Crabb, 
Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Davee, E. Davies, Doan, Duncan, 
Ely, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fletcher, Gates, Giddinga, 
Goode, Granger, Green, Habersham, Hall, Hand, William S. 
Hastings, J. Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, Jacksoa, James, 
Chas. Johnston, Nathaniel Jones, Kempshall, Leadbetter, 
Lincoln, Lowell, Mallory, Marvin, Morgan, C. Morris, Nisbet, 
Ogle, Osborne, Parish, Parmenter, Peck, Randall, Randolph, 
Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, 
Russell, Sergeant, Stade, John Smith, Truman Smith, Stark- 


j ‘weather, Storrs, Stuart, Swearingen.Tillinghast, Toland, Trum- 


bull, P. J. Wagner, Weller, T. W. Williams, and H. Wil- 
liams—&4. - 

So the House refused to suspend the rules, it 
requiring twc-thirds to susperd. 

{When the name of Mr. Nisser was called, 
he rose and stated that he voted against the sus- 
pension, because the resolution recognised the right 
of the House to act on this question.] 

Mr. WISE then moved a suspension of the rules, 
for the purpose of offering the resolution submitted 
by him on yesterday, which was a different resolu- 
tion from the one which had just been presented to 
the House. His resolution denied the reception of 
Atolition petitions; the one which the House had 
just refused to admit, contemplated their reception. 
His was a Southern resvlution, the other was a 
Northern resolation, His resviution was in t.e 
following words: 

Resolved, That upon the presentation of any me- 
morial or petition prayieg for the abolition of sla- 
very or the slave trade in any District, Territery, 
or State of the Union, and upon the pres niation 
of any resolution or other paper touching that 
subject, the reception of :uch memorial, p:tition, 
resovution, or paper, shall be considered as object- d 
to, and the question of its reception shall be laid 
upon the table, without further debate or further 
action thereon. 

Mr. GRANGER inquired if it wasin order to 
move sgain to suspend the rules to admit this re- 
solution, the House having once refuse! to sus- 
pend the rales for the admission of this same reso- 
lu'ion. He wished to know whether the r ght of 
petition was thus to Le stifled in advance. 

The CHAIR said it was in order to move to sut- 
pend the rules. 

Mr. WISE said he moved to suspend the rnles 
to admit this resolution, and he would continue to 
make this motion, until he got a distinct vote upon 
x, if it consumed hours every day. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to know if the Cmar de- 
cided that a motion for a spec fic object, which had 
been rejected by the Hous, could be moved every 
day. Could a gentieman meve every day to sus- 
pend the rules to admit a resolution which the 
House had refus-d to receive? 

The CHAIR was of upinion that the gentle- 
man could move to suspend the rules to-day, as 
there might be a reason which induced the House 
not to suspend yesterday, which did not exist 
to-day. - 

Mr. ADAMS believe that there was a rule of 
the House, which declared that when a propo-ition 
was once rejected by the House, it was notin 
order again to introduce it. If the Cuatr made a 
decision that this motion could be made every 
morning, and the gentleman carried out his threat 
that he would move it every day, the whole ses-ion 
may be consumed by mct ons of this kind, calling 
the yezs and nays upon them, and debating them. 

Mr. WISE. Does the gentleman appeal from 
the decision of the Cuan? 


aooo 


_.Mr. ADAMS was unwilling to appeal from the 
decision of the Crair; but if this deeision was ad- 
hered “to, and the gentleman from Virginia a’- 


temp od to carry out his threat, the House wou'd ` 


find it necessary to reverse the decision. .. 

Mr..C. H. WILLIAMS hoped the. gentleman 
‘from: Virginia would withdraw his motion; so that 
the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. Cans] might 
be enabled tu submit one which he had prepared, 

which was entirely different from that cf the gen- 
teman from Virginia. 7 

Mr. WISE could not withdraw this proposition, 
which he tad prepared af.er due deliberation. 

Mr. PICKENS desired to make an observation 
in reply to the remarks of the gentleman from Vir- 
_ginia, [Mr. Wer] > l ; 

The CHAIR called to orer. 


Mr: PICKENS continued, He was in favor of 


fhe: resolution of the gentleman from Virginia, ` 


“{Mr. Wisg,] but he thought it was very similar to 


the one introduced by the gentleman’s colleague, | 


-[Mr. Co.es;] both, according to strict’ parliamen- 


tary rule, held the question of: reception in abey- | 
pee ad ta pee ep : T terest wbich had 


ance. 
_ Mr. DOIG called for the yeas and ny 
“motion to suspend the rules, which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 87, nays 85, not two-thirds, as 
fu lows: oi ee 
YEAS—Messrs; Simeon H. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, toyd, Brewster, Aaron v. 
Brown, A. G. Brown, Barke, W, Ọ. Butler, Bynum, Carter, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Crabb, Crockett, John W. Davis, 
Garret Davis, Dawson, Dillett, Doig, Eastman, Fisher, James 
~ Garland, -Rice Garland, Gentry, Goggin, Graham, Graves, 
Gri Habersham, Hill of Virginia, Hall of N. Carolina, 
Hillen, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, Jos. John- 
pom Wan, Coot Jet Ca arepan, Mier, Mon’ 
Lo i c an, McKay, Marcha A ' 
Mery, 8-muel W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, 
Rameey, Rayner, Samuels, Shaw, 
Bhepaid, Thomas Srhith, Stanly, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, 
: Taliaferro Tayler, Waddy Thompenn, Jacob Thompson, 
" Hips, Tums, Underwood, David D. Wag ner; Warren 
atterson, Weller, Juhn White, Jared W. Williams, an 
` Lewis Wilhame—87: D ee 
.. NAY8—Mesars. Adama, 


i tanya, Monigomer 
: Paynter, Pickens 


N John W. Allen, Tagh J. Ander. 
é Barnard, B Brockway, Anson Brown. Calhoun, Carr, 
“Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, 
t Davee, Davies, Doan, Duncan, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galb , Gates, Giddings, Goode, 


Granger,. Green, Hall, Hand, Wm. 8. Hastings, J. Hastings, 
-ienr offman, Hmt, Jackeon, James, Charles Jöhnston, 
".Kempheall, Leadbetter,” Lincoln, Lowell, Mallory, Marvin, 


Medill, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Parish, 
i o Bananer Parts, Peck, Randall, Randolph, Rariden. Reed, 
Reynolds, Ridgway, Edward R Russell, Bergeant, Slade, 
: Albert Smith, John Smith, Truman Smith, Starkweather, 
Storrs, Stua Swearingen, Sweeny, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, Thomas W. Williams. eny 
niana Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Wil- 
i 


‘So the House 1e'n<ed to suspen { the rutes. 
Mr. CHINN then moved to supend the rules 
_ for.the parpcse of submittting the following resolu- 
- Hun: is i N 
_ Resolved, That all petitons, memotia's, resolu- 
_tions, ahd addre-ses of every de cription, touching 
', the abol tion of slavery in the D:strict of Columbia, 
or in the States or Terri ories, or.in,any manner 
_ relating to the ex stence of s'avery o” the s ave trade 
in the United States, te referred, wilhout cebate, to 
a se‘ect: committee. rer aot 
_ Mr. CAVE JOHNSON calle] for the yeas and 
nays on the moti.n.to suspend the ru'es,, which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 112, nays 66, not 
~ tw. hirde, as follows: - T 
Judeon Allen, John W. Allen, 


Canter, Casey, Chi Chiuenden, Clark, Clifford, Corwin, 
raneton, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Edward 
Davies John W. Davie, Garret Davis, Doan, Doig, Dancan, 


vin, Montanya, Morgan, Sam’! W. Morris, C. 
Ozle 4 Ppi Pa 


Storre, St 
ball, David Ð. 


pher H. Williams, and Sherrod Williame—112. , 
- -NAYJ—Mesers. Alford, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, Black, 
` Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Angon Brown, Burke, William O. 
`- Railer, Bynum, John Campbell, Chapman, Coles, Colquitt, 
; Gradd, Cross, Dawson, Dillett, Eastman; Fisher, James Gar- 
land, Kice Garlant, Gates, Goggin, Graham, Granger, Griffin, 
Habersham, J. 
2 Nilen, Hopkine, [Mubbard, Jameson, Joseph Johnso 
_ C. Johnson, Cave Johnsen, King, Lewis, T 


Wm, 


nays on the J 
‘| wags to be brought to bear. 


Rf 
at 
i 


{ 
| 
i 
1 


ings, Hill of Virginia, Hillof N. C. Hillen, n 
ucas, McClellan, | 


| 


| to te presented, 
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‘McKay, Miller, Montgomery, Mise Peri peg es 


n Shepa: 
me erat A pa Piei AES Sweeny, Teliaferr 
Jacob Thompsen, Turney, Underwood, Watterson, . an 
Lewis, Wiltiams—66. 
So the House refused to suspend the roles fer 
this prrpose. 
Mr. SERGEANT moved to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of offering the following resolu- 
_tion: f a. 
Resolved, That the 2¢th rule of the Houte be 
so altered, that the daily presentation of petitions 
be allowed for twenty days from this day. 
On takirg the question, tellers were called for, 
and Messrs. Grirrin and Montaomery were ap- 
pointed, who, on counting, reported 130 ayes, and 
36 noes. l 
The, rules, therefore, having been suspended, 
tke question arose on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion: . . ; 
"Mr. BYNUM expressed his hopes that the 
‘House wou'd not pass that resolution at that time; 
and he called upon every gentleman trom the 
slaveio'ding Sates to rise in defence of that in- 
been assaulted there that morn- 
‘which the power of that House 
Hedd not intend to 
“enter in'o a dscussion of the subject of slavery; 
but asa Southern man, the su'ject having been 
left open, and they having been d:sincily informed 
‘ty two or three gertemen, that petitions on that 
` subject were to be introduced and di-cnssed, be 
hoped thatevery Southern man, as well as every 
Northern man, friend y to the peace and safety of 
the South, would seite tke questien with rezard 
to the introduction of such petitions before adop!ing 
the re solution before them. He had beard a pro- 


ing, and agairst 


_ position this morning which sarprised.and alarmed 


“him. It was made by a Souwhern gentleman, to 
“ccmptomise that subject: which admitted of no 
compromise., He hoped that no door wou'd te 
` left open for the introduction of Abolition petitions, 
which would be tke case if the House passed the 
qesolution. He heped th: yeas end nays wou'd 


| be taken on tLe question, and moved that it be 


taken that way. : 
„Mr: CRABB rose to a question of crder. It ap- 
‘peared to him as clear as the n onday sup, that 
this resolution was not in order fer discassion. All 
‘ that had teen dune by the House was the suspen- 
sion of the :ules, te enable the ge:.t'eman from 
Pennsylvania to offer his resolution, But there 
wes another re:olution of the House which he did 
‘net. consider suspended, that required the resola- 
tion to lay over one day for cozsideration. 
"Mr. CRABB here-read the rule he referred to. 
The. SPEAKER said that the motion of ‘the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania was for a suspension 
„ofall the rules thac prevented the recepticn of his re- 
solution. It did not specify any partica'ar rule, but 
included the one referred to by. tue gentleman from 
| Alabama, as well as the cthers. a 
- Mr. JENIFER said he had declined voting on 
both the questions presented this mo:ning, in con- 
sequencé of having paired off with an absent col- 
' Jeague; and it was, th refore, he wished to offer. a 
' few remarks, in order to prevent any miscons!ruc- 
tions being put. on his not voting. He understood 
the proposit'on now before the House, to be a pro- 
vision for the reception of petitions daly fcr 
twenty: days to con.e, inasmuch as the thirly 
days from the commencemert of each ses- 
sion, within which tke rules allewed petit ons 
hed expred, afier havirg 
been taken vp with othertusiness. Nuw, he further 


the ground thet Abol tion pe‘itiors migi.t be forced 
up nthe House if it should be adopted. He did 
Rot mean to argué the question as to the expe- 


al diercy of receiv ng Abolition petitiors; bat he must 
contend that there were othe s in the country wto ` 


hada rig t to petition this Hous: as well as the 
Abolitionis s, and that it would be h'gtly unju t to 
cut them off from a chance of be ng heard, be- 
_¢canse Abi]. tion’sts m‘ght also come in. He was 
not afraid of b-ing called an Abolitionist, and did 
net consider those gen:lemen the mo-t strenuons 
` oppesers of Abolition who got up and made the 
mest fuss about it. He was one cf those who, ad- 


$ 


mitting. the right of the people to petition for a 


`~ 


had a right to refu-e any petition it thought proper. 
| 
i 
| 


unders‘ood that this resolut'on was objected to on, 


redre:s of grievances, yet be ieved that the Houte 


Mr. J. continued his remarks in support of the re- 
solution, contending that it was right and prc per 
to allow time fur the reception of pe'i ions, and 
that if they rejected the reso'ution it would have 
the effect of precluding a_ large portion of the peo- 
ple of the United States from p-eseating their peti- 
tions to t.e National L-gislature. , 

«Mr. LEWIS made a few cb ervaticns in favor 
of the resolution. If they did not adopt it, he said, 
gentlemen would not get enongh time during the 
; whole of the ensuing session, to offer the pell1ons 
| with which they were charged. If only one day in 
the week was allowed for petiions, as would be 
: the case under the rules, without pass ng this reso- 
| Iwin, that day would te taken up fur tae remain 
` der of the session with the subject of Abolition. 
i Petitions were firt calel by the CHAI, from 
! Maine; next was Marsachu ets, and when they 
‘ came to that State, an Abolition petition was inva- 
which occupied the whole day. 
` Tn cons quence of the cbstructions occasioned by 
|! Abolition petitions from Massachusetts, he had 
i; been kept for months without haviag a single op- 
| po:tuni'y of offering these which he had in his 

desk, waiting for it. He was very willing to `e- 
fuse the reception of Aboliticn pet tins altogethes; 
but he could not agree to stop the way against all 
petitions of every other nature, because those on 
the subject of Abolition might be forced upon the 
House. i 

Mr. STANLY said that when a gent'eman 
threw down a gauntlet to him in defence of South- 
ern righ’s, he would go as far as he who went 
farthest. He weuld not, however, give his support 
to miserable, jaundiced resolutions, concocted in a 
caucus, like that of the last session, 

‘The SPEAKER informed Mr. Stranty that it 
was Rot in order to discuss a resolu‘ion p:sszd at 
the last session. 

Mr. STANLY said he would vote for the reso- 
Jution, because it was due to the whole country 
-that petitions shouid be admitted, and he would 
not, for fear of having Abolition petitions present- 
ed, shut the door azainst all others. When. the 
-call had been made on him, as a Southern man, t9 
go fur Southern interes's, he felt bound to say that 
he was as ready as any to go for the true intercs’s 
-of the South; and he, m his turn, called upon gen- 
tlemen to come upto the mark, and not content 
themselves wih the adoption of a miserable reso- 
| lation, made to protect hypocrites, that would be 
; capable of one construction at the Noth, and aro- 
| ther at the South, 
| _ Mr. HOFFMAN observed, that, by the rules of 
the House, the fist thirty days of every session 
| were allowed for the reception of:petitions; but this 
; period of the present session having been used up 
| by the New Jers:¥ question, the object of the gente- 
man fiom Pennsylvania in offering bis resolution, 
was nothing more than to allow the usuat time for 
: he presentat on and reference of petitions. This 
being the simple question befo e the House, he ‘was 
astonished to find that the gentleman from North 
|. Carolina cal'ed upon the members from the slave- 
l holding States to be cautious how they admitted 
this proposition, les petitions ho ti'e to their int- 
resis might be bvought in under it. It seemed strange 
to him, that every gentleman who had discus ed 
this proposition, had considered it only on the 
| ground whether it was favorable or unfavorab'e to 


| riably presented, 


the South. The gentleman from North Carolina 

{Mr. Bynum] had warned his Southern friends-of 
| its danger to Southern interests. The gentleman 
| from Alabama, (Mr. Lewis,] and the gentleman 
' from North Carlina, [Mr. Stanty,] on the o her 
| hand, did not deem it so objectionab e; though none 
of them szemed to consider that the North had any 
nung to - with T question. He would, there- 

cre, Inform gentlemen of all parts of the House 
that be and his Northern friends had some inte- 
rest in this matter. 

Mr. STANLY explained that he had supported 
the resolution on the ground that the whole couniry 
was interested in the admission of petitions. 

_ Mr. HOFFMAN replied that he was exceed- 
ingly sorry to have misrepresented his friend from 
North Carolina, for whose opinions he bad the 


Prop mae pas Senin a ag eee 


highest respect; and he was satisfied that when- 
ever he differed with him, he himself was ge- 
nerally in the wrong. [Laughter.) He agreed with 
his friead from North Carolina that the whole coun- 
try, tbe North and the South, was alike interested 
in the adoption of this resolution. Mr. H. referred 
to ihe number of petitions from the various sections 
of the Union, that would be cut off by an adherence 
to the rales, and particular'y to those from Revolu- 
tionary soldiers; and he trusted that a resolution of 
this kind woyld not be bounded by sectional fee!- 
ings of Southern or Northera men. Al! the States 
have, said he, Revolutionary soldiers; and he trusted 
that the coor would be opened for the reception of 
their petitions for thirty days longer. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland rose for the pur- 
pose of saying thay he should vote with great plea- 
sure for the proposition of the gentieman from 
Pennsylvania. He thought it was due to tke con- 
venience of the members, as well as the interests of 
the country. Hecculd say wih the gentleman 
from Alabama, that he had had petitions in his 
desk for months—that he had been prevente i from 
offering them on the only day in the week a lowed 
for petitions, by an Abolition debate; and suzh would 
be the case for this session, if the resolution was not 
adopted. 

Whi'st ap, he wou!d say one word to his South- 
em friends. He wshed every Southern man on 
that floor to speak for himself individually, ard 
not for the Soath. He hoped all Southern genile- 
men would adopt that vocabulary, and nct raise 
their loud voices here as champions of the South. 
l allow no map, said Mr.J.to speak forme. 1 
follow no file leader; and as a Southern man, and 
a Souwhern Representative, I speak fur myself 
and my constituents alone. I am sick to death, 
continued Mr. J. of hearing men speak of the 
South—the South; and men, too, in whose 
trast the South would never repose their in- 
terests, and if they did, they would be sacrificed. 
He had been here fcr six years, and never raiscd 
his voice in favor of Southern rights; bat whenever 
the time came when it would be necessary to de- 
fend them, he would be found in the front of the 
baule; though this he admitted would not be say- 
ing] a great deal for bis fortitude at least. Mr. 


J. spoke of the great inconvenience attending | 


the presentation of petitions at the latier end of the 
session; in cons:quence of wh'ch the committees 
. would be unable to report on them in time for the 
action of the House. In order that the committees 


: 
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of all petitions for twenty days, with the exception 
of these relating to the subject of Abolition. 

The CHAIR having decided the amendment to 
be ovt cf order, 

Mr. BLACK observed that unless it was re- 


ceived, he would vote rgainst the resolution. 


The question was then taken on seconding the 
call for the previcus qzestion, and cariied—ayrs 
114, noes not counted. 

The question, “Shall the main question be now 
put?” was taken and carried; after which, 

The main question on the adop'ion of the reso- 
lution was then put and carried without a division. 

Mr. EVANS mored that when the Hiuse ad- 
jeurns, it adjourn to meet on Friday next. 

Mr. DOIG moved to amend the motion by sub- 
stitatirg Thorsday instead of Friday. 

Mr. ALFORD moved fuither to amend, by sub- 
stitutirg to-morrow ins‘ead of Friday. 

The SPEAKER, according to the rules. put the 
question first in the farthest day off; and tellers 
having teen called for, Mess's. GARLAND of 


. Louisiani, and Wiiuams of Kentucky, wee 
: appoieted, who, on counting, reported 95 ayes, 
' §2nors. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that 5,000 copies 
of the map of the se.t of war in Fi rida 
accompanying the rerot of the Se:retary of 
War, te printed for the use of the House; which 
moti n was adopted. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- ` 


munication from the President of the United States, 


‘enclosing cer‘a‘n documents from the Treasury 


Department, in relation to a decision made by the 
Circuit Court of the United States for the first eir- 


--Cuit, as to the papers generally used by vessels en- 


gaged in the whale fisheries. which, 
On motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, wasjre- 


. ferred to the Commit ee on Commerce, and ordered 
: to be printed. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House, a's”, the 'i compliance with a resolution of the Senate, in re- 


following communication from the President of the 
United States: 
To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit to Congress copies of a communica- 


' tion from Governor Lucas, and of additional docu- 


m ght report on petitions early enovgh in the ses- | 


sion for the House to act on them, and that they 
might protect, as well as s-parate, private interests 
fom questions invo'ving the great interests of the 
n vion, it was essential that the resolution should 
be adopted, giving the twenty days in lieu of the 
thirty that had be. n consumed in the agitation of 
tae New Jer-ey e‘ection questions. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louis‘ana thought they 
were getting up somethiug lke a tempest in a tea- 
pot, and therefore called for the previous question. 

-Mr. BYNUM appea'ed to Mr. Gartanp to 
withdraw the moticn for the previous qursiicn, 
ashe had been attacked by three gentlemen on the 
oposite side, and had Leen grossly misrepr: sented, 
aud he only wished to say a few words in reply to 
those gentleman, [Mess s. Jonxson of Maryland, 
Jewrer, ard Stanty.] He shou'd think it hard 
if ke we-e nct granted this privilege. 

Mr. GARLAND said be woald not withdraw 
his motion fcr the previous qvestioa, which cut off 
for her remarks on the subject. 

Mr. BYNUM then said that. it was the usual 
prectice of that party, after havirg two or three 
Luilies to attack a gentleman and do bim injastice, 
to refuse to Jet him reply to such attacks. 

Mr. BLACK inquired if it was in order to 
amerd the resolution after the call of the previous 
question. 

The CHAIR said that it was not; but that the 
gentleman could move to lay the cail for the pie- 
vic as question on the table. If, however, he suc- 
ceeded in his motion, it would not then te in order 
{cr him to offer an amendment. 

Mr. BLACK then submitted an amendment, 
which was read for the information of the Hou:e, 
the purport of which was to allow of the reception 


tween the Territory of Iowa and the State of Mis- 
souri. M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasnincron, Dec. 30, 1839. 

On motien of Mr. W. W. CHAPMAN, said 
communication and documents were referred to 
the Committze on the Territories, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, the fol'owing communication from the 
President of the United States: 

Tothe House of Representatives: 

I communicate to Congress a report from the 
Secretary of State in relation to applications on 
the part of France for ihe extension to vessels 
coming from the colonies of French Guiana and 
Senegal, cf the benefits granted by the act of 9th. 
May, 1828, to vessels of the same nation, coming 
from the islands of Guadaloupe and Martinique, 
and for the repayment of duties levied in the dis- 
trict of Newport upon the Fren’h ship “Alexan- 
dre” and part ofher cargo. The ci:cumstances 
under which these duties were demanded, be'ng, as 
sta‘ed by the Sccietary of the Treasury, of a cha- 
Tarter to en‘ile the parties to relief, I recommend 
the adoption of the nece<sary Jegis'ative provisicns 
to authorize their employment. I likewise invite 
your attention to the evidence contained in the ac- 
companying dccuments as to the treatment of our 
vesse's in the port of Cayenne, which will doubtless 
be found by Congress such as to authorize the ap- 
plication, to French vessels coming from that co’ony, 
of the liberal princ’ples which have hitherto go- 
verned the action of the Legislature in analogous 
cases. M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasuineton, Dee 31, 1839. 

On moticn of Mr. CUSHING, ordered to be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
printed. 3 

A communicat'on from the Executive enc’o ing 
a report from the Secretary of State on the subject 
of the law for taking the sixth census of the United 
Sates, which was,on motion of Mr. R. GAR. 
LAND, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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Also, a communication from the Secre‘ary of the 
Navy, in compliance wih a resolution of the 
House of Repres*niatives of 19th Fe>raary, 1839, 
repo: ting a plan for the reorganization of the Navy 
Derarimeat, so as to dispense with the Board of 
Navy Commiss oners. 

On motion ot Mr. RICE GARLAND, it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BR'GG8, 

The House then adjoursed till Friday next. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, January 3, 1840. 

The Hon. NATHAN F. DIXON, electe! by 
the Legislature of Rhode Island, a Senator from 
pe State, for six years from the 4th March last; 
an 

The Hon. FELIX GRUNDY, elected by the 
Legislature of Tennessee, a Senator from that State 
for six years from the 4th March last; 

Appeared, were qualified, and tuck their seats 


in the Senate this morning 


The CHAIR submitted to the Senate the full w- 


' ing document:: 


A message frem the Presilent of the United 
States, communicating additional information in 
relation to the disputed boundary line between the 
State of Michigan and Territory of lowa; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be prin‘ed. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, respecting the extension of the same pri- 
vileges to French vessels coming from Guiana and 
Senegal, as those from Guadaliupe and Mar- 
tinique; and also in relaticn to the du ies exacted 
on the cargo of the French ship Alexandre, at 


| Newport; which was re‘erred to the Committee on 
; Commerce, and ordered to be prin'ed. 


A report from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 


lation to the fiscal regulations of foreign countries; 


i| which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


A report from the Posmaster General, showing 


| the namesand salaries of the clerks employed in 
; that Department during the year 1839; which was 
ments in relat’on to the disputed bound:ry lne be- |! 


ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the pet.t’on 
of citizens of township 2, range 2, eas', of Hun's- 
ville land district, praying for the privilege of re- 
linquishing the sixteenth section; which was refer- 
red to the C. mmittee cn the Public Lanes. 

Also, the petition of the corporate authorities of 
the city of Mobile; which was referred to the Com- 
mit ee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of the heirsof Miguel E-lava; 
which w-sreferred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. y 

On motion by Mr. SOUTHARD, the petition 
and papers of Eliza Lanrie, on file, were referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of J. B. Han- 
cock, who was entitled to a reservation of land by 
the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, but had not re- 
ceived the same, praying Congress to grant relief; 
which was referred tothe Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. SEVIER presented a petition from certain 
officers. of the army, praying for an equal-zation of 
pay, and that the officers of the staff may te sepa- 
rated from the Jine of the army; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Mititary Affairs. 

Also, the petition of John Fov, for a confirma- 
tion of title; which was referred to the Ccmmittce 
on Private Land Claims. 

On motirn by Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, the 
papers on file in the case of Ezra Chapman were 
refere] to the Commitee on Revoluticnary 
Claims. : 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Hannah 
Allen and David Green; which were severally re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. i 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petitions of Wil- 
liam Ferguson, Elisha Bentley, and Frederick 
Sammons; which were severally referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. i 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee cn Manu- 
factures, to which was referred the petition of cer- 
tain manufacturers of wool, praying for a revision 
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of the revenue laws, asked that that committee 
should be discharged from its futher consideration, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance; which was agreed t0. 

Mr. CLAY of Alatama, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, asked and obtained leave to intreduce 
a bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh, and Co.; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tce on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CALHOUN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to cede the public lands within the limits of the 
new States, upon certain conditions therein men- 
tioned; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lancs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of previeus no- 
tce, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
fixing the salaries of several district judges of the 
Urited States; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Commitiee en the Judiciary. 

Mr. STRANGE, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend 
“an act to prohib.t the importation of slaves into 
any port or place within the jurisdiction of the 
United States, from and after the first day of 
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and eight, approved the 2d day of 
March, 1807.” 

Mr. BENTON, from the 
tary Affairs, 
President’s message relating to military affairs, re- 
ported a bill for the armed ccenpatioa and settle- 
ment of that part of the Territery of Florida 
over.nn by bands of maraud:ng Indians; which 
-was made the special order of the day for Monday 


Committee on Mili- 


next. 

Mr. SMITH submitted the following rezolution, 
which, by unanimous consent, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instracted to inquire what legislation, if 
any, be necessary to confirm to the State of Indi- 
ana the land claimed and seiected by her under the 
provisions of the act of Cor gress of March 2, 1827, 
entitled “An act to grant a certain quantity of land 

-to the State of Indiana for the purpose of aiding the 
State in opening a canal to connect the waters uf 
the Wabash with those cf Lake Erie,” for that ror- 
tion of the canal between the mouth of the Tippe- 
canoe river and Terre Haute, and that document 
No. 32, in vol. 3, of the House of Representatives 
Executive Documents of the Twenty-fifin Congress, 
be referred to said commitiee. 

Mr. CLAY of Ketucky gave notice, that to- 
morvuw he would ask leave to introduce a bill in 
relation to copy rights, 

Mr. C. stated that he regretted that he was de- 
tained by indisposition this morning, and prevented 
from being present when the bi'l was introduced by 
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Catnoun] 
for ceding the public lands to certain States wiibin 
which they are sitaated. He had wished to svggest 
some other reference of it than to the Committee on 
the Public Lands; but, unless some Senator would 
move a reconsideration of the order of reference to 
that committee, he could not offer the suggestion 
which he wished to mate. 

Mr. SOUTHARD then moved the recons:dera- 


tion. 
Mr. CALHOUN remarked that he hoped the 
- Senate wonld not agree to the motion, unl: ss some 
g. od reasun should be assigned why the litl should 
not te referred to the Commit:ee on the Public 
- Lands. It was the appropriate committee, and the 
biil referred itself to it as a matter of course, un'ess 
there should be some specific and sufficiet objec- 
tion. 

Mr. CLAY said he was indifferent as to the dis- 
posi'ion of the matter, but, as the committee wes 
cc nstituted, four of i's five members were from the 
new States. He meant to offer no disrespect to 
them; but he mast say that this was a measure 
which, disguised as it may be, and colorable as its 
provisions were, was, in effect, a donation of up- 
wards of one hundred millions of acres of the com- 
mon property of all the States of this Union to par- 
ticplar States. He did not think it right that such 
a measure should be committed to the hands of 


to which was referred that part of the |, 
: if it were, the task would 


(pen aeee: 


| lina, or some oher Senaior, 
| the desired information. 
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Senators exclusively representing the donees. He 
thought that a committee ought to be constituted 
in which the old Sates should have a fuller and 
fairer representation. We should at least preserve 
the decorum of legislation, and not violate the de- 
cencies of justice. 

Whilst up, Mr. Cray would be glad to learn 
whether the Adminis‘retion is in favor of or against 
this measure, or stands reuiral and uncommitted. 
this inqu ry he s:ould not make, if the recet-t re'a- 
t ons, between the Senator who introduced this Lill 
and the head of that Aministration, continued to 
exist; but rumors, of which the city, the circles, and 
the press are fuil, asseit that those relations are en- 
lirely changed, and have, withia a few days, been 
substituted by others of an intimate, friendly, and 
ecnfiden ial nature. And shortly afier the time 
when this new state of things is alleged to have 
taken place, the Senator gave notice of his inten- 
tion to move to introduce this bill. Whether this 
motion has or has not any connection with that ad- 
justment of former differences, the public wou'd, he 
had no doubt, be glad to know. At ail events, it is 
important to know in what relation of support, op- 
position, or neutrality, the Administration actually 
stands to this momentous measure; and he (Mr. 
C.) supposed that the Senator from Soath Caro- 
could communicate 


Mr. CALHOUN replied, that this was not the 
proper cccasion to discuss the merits of the bill; but 
be an easy one, to show 
that the Senator had most erconeously charac- 
terized it. The question at issue is on the refe- 
rence, and ke must express his surprise at the rea- 
son assigned by the Senator why it should not be 
referred to the committee to which it had been. 
His reason is, that the committee was, for the most 
part, composed of members from the new 
States, and who would, therefore, be too favorable 
to the bill. No one krew better than the Senator 
that all bills should be referred to committees fa- 
vorable to them. There is no principle be ter esta- 
blished in the parliamentary code. It follows, that 
the very ieason he has assigned for not making the 
reference, is the strongest to prove that it should be 
made. p 

But the Sentar did not m't himself to objec- 
tions to the reference. He intr-dace! other and 
extraneous personal ma‘ter; and asked whether the 
bill had the sanction of the Executive, assigning as 
a reason fcr his inquiry, that, if rumor was to be 
credited, a change of personal relation had taken 
place betwean the President and myself within the 
last few days. He (Mr. C.) would appeal to the 
Senate whether it was decorous or pro;er that his 
personal re‘ations should be drawn in question 
heie. Whether h2 should establish or suspend 
personal relations with the President or any other 
person, is a private and personal concern, which 
telongs to bims?/f individually to determine on the 
propriety, without consulling any one, much less 
the Senator. It was none of his concern, and be 
has no right to question me in relation to it. 

But the Senatcr assumes that a charge in Jmy 
personal relations involves a change of political 
position; and it ison that he founds his right to 
make the inquiry. He judg:s, doubiless, by his 


. own experience; but I would have him to under- 


s‘and, said Mr. C. that what may be trae in his 
own case on a memorable occasion, is not true in 
mine. H's pol:tcal coase may te goversed by 
personal considerations, but mine, I trust, is g- 
verned strictly by my principles, and is not at all 
under the conirc] cf my attachments or enmities, 
Whether the President is personaly my friend or 
enemy, has no influence over me in the discharge 
of my duties, as, I rust, my course has abundantiy 
proved. Bir. C. conclud d by saying, that he felt 
that these were improper topics to introduce here, 
ard that he had pessed over them as briefly as 
orsible. 

Mr. CLAY wished it to be under. tood, that his 
objections were not because the commitiee was 
composed of a majority who were friends of the 
measure, but that a majority were frem the New 
States, who were ceeply interested, and that th's 
majority were to judge of the terms on which they 
would receive this magnificent donation. Fle con- 


tended that his question, as tO whether this was an 
Administration measure CT not, was a proper one, 
as it was important for ihe public information. He 
again referred to the rumors of Mr. Catnoun’s 
new relations with the President, and supposed 
from the declarations of the Senator, that these 
rumors were true; and that his support, if not 
pledged, was at least promised conditionally to the 
‘Administration, Was it of no importance to the 
public to learn that these pledges ana compromises 
had been enter d intol—that the distinguished Se- 
nator had made his bow in court, kissed the hand 
of the monarch, was taken into faver, and agreed 
henceforth to support his edicts? 

Mr. CALHOUN said the Senator had spoken 
much of pledges, understandings, and political 
compromises, and sudden change of personal rela- 
tions. He (sail Mr. C.) is much more expe- 
rienced in such th'ngs than [ am. If my memory 
serves me, and if rumors are to be trusted, the Se- 
nator had a great deal to do with such things, 1n 
connection with a distinguished citizen, now of the 
other House; and it is not at all surprising, from 
his experience then, in his own case, that he should 
not be indisposed to believe similar rumors of 
another now. But whether his sudden change of 
personal relations then, from bitter enmity to the 
most confidential friendship with that cinizen,, was 
preceded by pledges, understandings, and political 
compromises on the part of one or both, it is not 
for me to say. The country has long since passed 
on that. ; 

Bat, said Mr. C. I will assure the Senator, if 
th-re were pledges in his case, there were none in 
mine. I have terminated my long suspended p'r- 
sonal intercourse with tne President, without the 
siightest pledge, understanding, or compromise, on 
either side. I would be the last to receive or exact 
such. The transition from their former to their 
present personal relation was easy and natural, 
requiring nothing of the kind. It gives me pleasure 
to say, thus openly, that I have approved of all the 
leading measures of the President, since he took the 
Executive chair, simply because they accord 
with the principles and policy on which I have 
long acted, and often openly avowed. The change, 
then, in our personal relations, had simply followed 
thst of our political. Nor was it made suddenly, 
asthe Senator charges. So far from it, more 
thin two years have elapsed since I gave a decided 
support io the leading measure of the Executive, 
anion which almost all others since have turned. 
This long interval was permitted to pass, in or- 
der that his acts might give assurance whether 
there was a coincidence betwren our political views 
as to the principles on which the Government 
should be administered, before our personal rela- 
tions should be changed. I deemed it due to both 
thus long to delay the change,amoag other reasons to 
discountenance such idle rumors as the Senator al- 
ludesto. That his political course might be judged 
(said Mr. CatHoon) by the object he had in view, and 
not the suspicion and jealousy of his political ep- 
ponents, he would repeat what he had said, at the 
last session, was his object. It is, said he, to obli- 


| terate all those measures which had originated in 


oe 


the national consolidation school of politics, and 
especially the Senator’s famous American system, 
which he believed to be hostile to the Constitution 
and the genins of our political system, and the real 
source of all the disorders and dangers to which 
the country was, er had beer, subject. This 
done, he was for giving the Government a fresh 
departure, in the direction in which Jefferson and 
his associates would give, were they now alive and 
at the helm. He stood where he had always 
stood, on the old State Rights ground. His change 
of personal relation, which gave so much concern 
to the Senator, so far from involving any change 
in his principles or doctrines, grew out of them, 

r. CLAY said he had understcod the Senator 
as felicitating himself on the opportunity which 
had been now afforded him by Mr. C. of defining 
once more his political pcsition; and Mr. C. must 
say that he had now defined it very clearly, and 
had apparently given it a new definition. The 
Senator now declared that all the leading measures 
of the present Administration had met his approba- 
tion, and should receive his support. It turned 
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out, then, that the ramor to which Mr. C. had al- 
luted was true, and that the Senator from South 
Carolina might te hereafter regarded as a support- 
ec of ths Administration, since he had declared 


ihatall its leading measures were approved by | 


him, and shou’ have his support. 

As to the allusion which the Senator from South 
Ca olina had made in regar to Mr. C’s support of 
the head of another Administration, (Mr. Apans,) 
it occasioned Mr. C. no pain whatever. It was an 
olf story, which had long been sunk in cb'ivion, 
except when the Senator and a few others thought 
proper to bring it ap. But what were the facts of 
that case? Mr. C. wasthen a member of the 
Howe of Representatives, to whom three persons 
had been retornei, from whom it was the duly of 
the House to make a selection fer the Presidency. 
As to one of those three candidates, he was known 
to be in an anfortunate cond.tion, in which no one 
sympathized with him more than did Mr. C., Cer- 
tainly the Senator from South Carolina did nct. 
That gentleman was therefore out of the question 
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The Senator claims to the author of that 
measure, and, of ¢ourse, if/there be any gratitude 
due, it must be fo him. / 1, said Mr. CALHOUN, 
made no allus on tp that aft, but as the Senator has 
thought proper to refer fo it, and claim my grati- 
tude, I, in turn, now telf~him I feel not the least 
gratitude towards tim for it. The measure was 
necessary to save the Senator politically; and as he 
has alinded tothe suliget, bo'h on this and ona for- 
mer cccasion, I fel Bound to explain what might 
otherwise have been left in oblivion. The Senator 


| was then compelled to compromise to save him- 


self. Events had placed bim flat on his back, and 
he had no way to recover bimself but by tte com- 
promise. This is no afer thought. I wrote more 
than helf a dozen of letters home at the time to 
that effect. I shall now explain. 

Whea a minority forces a dominant majority, 
(which has converted power iato an instrument of 


` oppression,) by State interpes.tion, or nollifica- 


as a candidate for the Chief Magistracy; and Mr. , 


C. had consequently the only alternative of the 
iNastrious individual at the Hermitage, or of the 
man who was now distinguished in the House of 
Representatives, and who had held so many pub- 
Ye places with honor to himself, and benefit to 
the country. And if there was any trath in his- 
tory, the choice which Mr. C. then made was pre- 
cisely the choice which the Senater from Scuth 
Carolina had urged upon his frierds. The Sena- 
tor himself had declared his preference of Adams 
to Jackson. Mr.C. made the same choice; anl 
his constituents had approved it from that day to 
this, and would to eternity. History would ratify 
and approve it. Let the Senator from South Ca- 
rolina make any hing out of that part of Mr. C’s 
public career if Ke could. Mr. C. defied him. 

The Senatof/had alluded to Mr. C. as the adyo- 
cate of compfomise. Certainly he was. This Go- 
ment jfself, to a great extent, was founded and 

ompromise; and to the particular com- 
to which allusion had bzen made, Mr. C. 
no man ought to be more grateful for it 
the Senator from South Carolina. But for 
that compromise, Mr. C. was not at all corfident 
that he would have now had the honor to meet that 
Senator face to face ia this national Capitol. 

The Senator bad said that his own position sea 
that of State Right:. But what was the character 
of this bill? It was a bill to strip seventeen. of the 
States of their rightful inheritance; to sell it all for 
a mess of pottage; to surrender it for a trifle—a 
mere nominal sum. The bill. was, in effect, an 
attemptto strip and rob seventeen Siates of this 
Union of their property, and assign it over to some 
eight or nine of the States. If this was what the 
Senator calicd vindicating the rights of the Siates, 
Mr. C. prayed God to deliver us from all such 
rights and a'l such advocates. 


Mr. CALHOUN said, that he weuld not be | 


foreed, at this s'age, into a d.scuss:on on the merits 
of tha b:l'; bat when the proper time air.ved, he 
would show that the Senator waseatirely mistaken 
as to its characier, in supposing it made agift of 
the public lands to the States in waich they lay. 
£o far otherwise, it secured cne-hali cf the whole 
of the gross proceeds of the States to the Govern- 
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meat, throwing the whole burden and expense of ; 


adminis'ration on the new Sates. He wculd not 
be surprised, if, on a fair statement of the account, 
the Government would receive as much, uncer the 
bill, as under the present system. It was, besides, 
not only consistent with State Rights, but grew out 
of them; while, at the same time, he verily believed 
the measure was essential to ihe peace and har- 
mony of the Un‘on. 

The Senator has said, Mr. Fresident, that I, of 
all men, ought to be grateful to him for the com- 

omise act. 

(Mr. Cuay. Idii not say “to me.”] 


tion, if you please, to take that by force which they 
had taken uncer color of law, those who receive the 
least share of the spoils, will not be dixposed to re- 
sort to the hazard of force. Such was the case of 
the Senater’s constituents. They received, under 
hs Amencan system, a miserable pittance, or 
rather no pittance at all; and he would have found 
it a difficu't task to bring them to sustain his sys- 
tem br force, as he must have clearly seen. 

Bat this was not the only, or even the principal 
difficulty with him. The proclamation and mes- 
sage of Gen. Jackson necessarily rallied around 
him all the steadfast friends of the Senator’s sys- 
tem. They withdrew their allegiance at once from 
bim, and transferred it to Gen. Jackson. The Se- 
nator was thus left ia the most hopeless condition, 
with no more weight with his former partisans 
than this sheet of paper, (raising a sheet from his 
desk.) This is not all. The position which 
Gen. Jackson had assumed, necessarily attracted 
towards him a distinguished Senator from 
Massachusetts, not now here, [Mr. Weszstsr,] 
who, itis clear, would have reaped all the poli- 
tical honors and advantages of the system, had the 
contest come to blows. These causes made the politi- 


calcondition of tbe Senator truly forlorn at the time. : 


On him rested all the responsib:lity, as the author 
of the system; while all the power and influence 
it gave, had passed into the hands of others. Com- 
promise was the only means of extrication. He 
was thus forced by the action of the State which 
I in part represent against his system, by 
my coursel to compromise, in order to save 
himself. I had the mastery over him on 
the occasion. I have never taken any cre- 
dit for my agency in the compromise act. 
Ielaim a higher—that of compelling the compro- 
mise; and I would have dictated my terms, which 
was to allow to the year 1840 for the reduction, 
taking off one-seventn annually of ali duties above 
fifteen per cent. had not circumstances, not proper 
to explain here, prevented it. My colleague 
knows, I believe, to what I allude, though I am not 
certain. $ never contemplated a sudden reduction 
of- duties; I knew it would b2 ruinous. I never 
desired to destroy the manufactures, and at no time 
contemplated a full reduction under six or seven 
years. 

But although I feel none of that gratitude the 
Senator c'aims, yet 1 am wiliing to acknowledge 
that he is not w.thout merit for his course on the 
occasion. It was something to serve the eountry, 
thouzh it was necessary to save himseif from poli- 
ticalru:n. I accordingly conc:ded to him cheer} 
foliy the sagac ty of seeing what was necessary to 
himself, and the skill and judgment with which he 


united it with a measure highly beneficial to the : 


coun'ry. But bis course on this and another me- 
morab'e occasion has cancefed what claims he 
may have had on me, and, I might add, on the 
State I represent, and the whole South. 

Mr. CLAY was sorry to be obliged to prolong 
this discussion; but the remarks of the Senator from 
South Carolina rendered it necessary to add a few 
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remarks in vindication of himself. He made no 
allusion, he said, to the compromise bill, till it was 
done by the Senator from South Carolina himself 
he made no reference to the events of 1825 until 
the Senator himce'f had set him the example; and 


| he had not in the slightest and the most distant 


manner alluded to Nullification until afier the Ses 
nator himself had called it up. The Senator ought 
not to have introduced that subject. especially when 
he had gone over to the authors of the force bill 
and the proclamation. The Senator from South 
Carolina said that he (Mr. C.) was flat on his back, 
and that he was my master. Sir, I would not own 
him as my slave. He my master! and I com- 
pelled by him! And,as if it were impossible to 
go far enough in one paragraph, he refers to cer- 
tain letters of his own to prove that I was flat on 
my back! and, that I was not only on my back, 
but another Senator and the President had robbed 
me! I was flat un my back, and unable to do any 
thing but what the Senator from South Carolina 
permitted me to do! 

Why, sir, (said Mr. C.) I gloried in my strength, 
and was compelled to introduce the compromise 


- bill; and compelled, too,-by the Senator, not in 


consequence of the weakness, but of the strength, 
of my position. If it was possible for the 
Senator from South Carolina to introduce one 
paragraph without showing the egotism of his. 
character, he would not now acknowledge that he 
wrote letters home to show that he (Mr. C.) was 
flat on his back, while he was indebied to him 
for. that measure which relieved him from the 
difficulties in which he was involved. Now, what 
was the history of the case? Fiat as he was on 
his back, Mr. C. said he was able to produce that 
compromise, and to carry it through the Senate, in 
opposition to the most strenuous exertions of the 
gentleman who, the Senator from South Carolina 
said, had supplanted him, and in spite of his deter- 
mined and unceasing opposition. There was (said: 
Mr. C.) a sort of necessity operating on me to com- 
pel me to introduce that measure. No necessity of a 
personal character influenced him; but considera- 
tions involving the interests, the peace and har- 
mony of the whole country, as well as of the State 


| of South Carolina, directed him in the course he 
| pursued. He saw the condition of the Senator 


from South Carolina and thatof his friends; he 


: saw the condition to which he had reduced the gal- 


lant litte State of South Carolina by his unwise 
and dangerous measures; he saw, too, than we 
were on the eve of acivit war; and he wished to 
save theeffusion of blood —the blood of our own fel- 
low-citizens. That was one reason why he intro- 
duced the compromise bill. There was another rea- 
son that powerfully cperated on him. The very 
interest that the tarif laws were enacted to protect 
—so great was the power of the then Chief Magis- 
trate, and so rapidly was that power increasing— 
was in danger of being sacrificed. He siw that 
the protective system was in danger of being 
swept away entirely, and probably at the next ses- 
sion of Congress, by the !remendous power of the 
individual who thea filled the Executive char, 
and he felt that the greatest service thathe could 
render it, would be to obtain for it ‘a lease for a 


| term of years,” to use an exp:ession that had been 
| heretofore applied to the compromise bill. He saw 


the necessity that exis'e | to sive the pr. tective sys- 
tem fiom the canger wh’ch threatened it. Hesaw 
the neces-ity to advance the great interes's of the 
nation, to avert civil war, and to restore peace and 
harmony to a distrac'ed and divided country; and 
it was the eʻore that he had hrovght forward this* 
measure. The Senater from South Carolina, to’ 
betray still further and morc strikingly the charac~ 
teristics which belonged to him, said, that in con- 
sequence cf his (Mr. C’s) remarks this’ very day, 
all obl gaticns towards him on the part of himself,‘ 
(Mr. Catnoon.} of the State of South Carolins, 
and the whole South, were cancelled. And kie t 
right had fhe Senator to get up and Os Pe 
speak of the whole South, or even of South Vares, 


ina hereself. If he was not mis'aken in bis judg- 
Lancia ar political signs of the times, and if the 
infermation which came to him was to be relied on, 
a day would come, and that not very cistant 
neither, when the Senator would not dare to 
rise in his place and presume to speak as he had 
this day done, as the organ of the gallant peop'e 
of the State he represented. As to cancelment of 
obligations, he was not one of those looking out to 
see what would enure to him in consequence of 
them; but he contented himself with having per- 
formed his duty to the best of hisabi'ity, and that was 
the highest reward that his ambition ever aimed at. 
His race was nearly ran—run by the course of na- 
tare—run, if you please, by the course of political 
events; and he had nothing to ask for. from South 
Carolina, the South at large, or the whole country— 
nothing. But he should go, when he chose to do 
so, into retirement, with a consciousness that, 
during the period of a long and eventful life, he 
had served his country faithfally, zealously, with- 
out being influenced by hope of reward, or any 
cther motives than a sincere desire to promote its 
best interests; and whatever the Senator from 
South Carolina might say as to the cancellment 
of obligations, he could not deprive him of that 
delightful consciousness. i 

Mr. CALHOUN. The Senator brings against 

me the vague charge of egotism. He would ap- 
peal to the Senate, in order to repel it, whether 
there is any member of the body more exempt from 
speaking of himself than he was, unless when at- 
tacked. How stands the fact? The Senator has 
made it his practice of late to give all his discas- 
sions with him a personal turn. What was he to 
do? Ifhe repelled his attacks, he was forced to 
speak of himself, and to expose himself to the 
charge of egotism from the Senator; or, if.he re- 
mained silent, to stand convicted of his charges. Is 
that fair? He bas another practice, not less unfair, 
to make an attack on him, and to turn round and 
accuse him of making the attack, when he simply 
repelled it, as in the present instance. 
_ He accuses me of reverting to the part he took in 
the transactions of 1825. He mistakes my object 
entirely ia referring to those old transactions. It 
was not to make a charge against him, but to make 
him feel that he was the last man who ought to 
make the accusation he has on the present occa- 
sion, The course of the Senator, and that of myself, 
is directly the opposite. He hasa land bill of his 
own. He brings it in; he refers it to what com- 
mittee he chooses, without any interference on my 
part, or any personal attack on him; but I can- 
not make a move without his interference and at- 
tack. But enough of this. 

I rose simply to supply some remarks which I 
intended to make when last tp. The Senator 
said, as I anderstood him, that it was matter of his- 
tory, that I preferred the candidate on whom he 
cast his vote for the Presidency in 1825. 1 know 
not if there be a page of history to that effect. 1 
have never seen it, and if there be, it is false. The 
truth of the case is, that I was opposed to Mr. 
Crawford, for reasons which I need not now state, 
as were Mr. Adams and Gen. Jackson. When my 
name was withdrawn from the list of candidates 
for the Presidency, it was placed on the ticket of 
both those candidates for the Vice Presidency; and 
between them I took no part, as in decorum, 
I ought not. When I was elected Vice President, 
the same, and even higher considerations, prevented 
me from using any influence as between them, 
when the election went to the House. 

Mr. CLAY wished to add one word more. He 
made the inquiry of the Senator from South Ca- 
Folina, to know whether this great measure which 
contemplated the cession to the new States of such 
a vast domain, was connected with, or had received 

@he sanction of the Administration or not. He 
merely made the inquiry, and if the “galled jade 
winced,” it was not his fault. He made no allu- 
sion, fcr the purpose of wounding the leelings of 
the Senator from Sonth Carolina. He said that 
` new relations had arisen between that gentleman 
and the Administration, and therefore, he made 
the inquiry of him, Was it wrong in 
him to ask if this great measure had the sup- 
port of his new friends? The Senator, jn- 
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stead of answering this plain inquiry, flew into a 
passion, and cancelled all obligations he was under 
towards him; but ifhe had only said, “I know nothing 
of the views of the Administration; I introduce my 
own measure on my own responsibility,” there 
would have been no controversy between them. 
The Senator, therefore brought this.controversy on 
himself. 

Mr. WALKER observed that it was only neces- 
sary to look back to the stage of the business when 
the bill of the gentleman from South Carolina was 
introduced, to show how the controversy between 
him and the Senator from Kentucky commenced. 
The latter, in his opening speech, commenced with 
an inquiry from the former, as to whether his bill 
was or was not an Executive measure. Now, he 
apprehended, if the Senator from Kentucky had di- 
rected his attention to the time and circumstances 
under which this bill was originally introduced, his 
question would have been answered. The bill 
now intreduced was not a new measure. 
It was first proposed during the session of 1836-"7, 
more than two years ago, when none of the ru- 
mors in regard to a change of position by the Se- 
nator from South Carolina were in agitation. It 
was when that gentleman was regarded by many 
as an opponent instead of a friend of the Adminis- 
tration; and he (Mr. W.) thought that this circum- 


to the inquiry propounded by the Senator from 
Kentucky. But the Senator from Kentucky ob- 
jected to the reference of this bill to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. Was not that, he would ask, 
the appropriate committee to consider a bill of that 
nature? Was not that the commi:tee to which it 
naturally belonged? And must there not be, on any 
committee to which it might be referred, a majori- 
ty of members either from the old or the new 
States, the committee being five in number? But 
let me say to the Senator from Kentucky, 
Mr. W. continued, that the period has passed 
when he can consider the State of Missis- 
sippi, im reference to this measure, as deeply 
interested. The returns frcm the General Land 
Office show that that State at least has but 


lands. A reference to the sales of the public lands 
in Mississippi fer the past year, will show that that 
State had been swept of nzarly all i's lands that were 
of any value, and that the quota of that State will 
amount to less than 30,000 dollars. And are we 
to be told that Mississippi, whose gross proceeds 
vill amount to but 30,000 dollars, will be tempted 
to plunder the old States? But the bill did 
not deserve the character which the Senator from 
Kentucky had given to it. . If it did, it ought to 
be told to the country. It did not Propose an un- 
conditional surrender asthe Senator from Kentucky 
intimated; but it was a surrender on certain con- 
ditions expressed in the bill. These were, that the 
Government of the United States was to receive 
one-ha!f, not of the nett proceeds, but of the gro:s 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands, while all 
the expense of conducting the sales was 
to be borne by the new States. The 
effect of this bill would be to sweep of at one 
blow, a considerable item of public expenditure, 
and one branch of Executive patronage. 1t would 
diminish, to the amount of nearly one million of 
doliars, the expenditures of the United States; and 
the Secretary of the Treasury told us that the 
probable gress proceeds of the sales would in fu- 
ture amount to $3,500,000, one half of which 
would go to the Goverament of the United States. 
Let me tell the Senator from Kentucky, said Mr. 
W. that if it can be shown that this measure is, 
as he contends, a robbery of the old States, I would 
misrepresent my own State if 1 would consent that 
it should become alaw. Let it be shown that it 
1S unjust to either the old or the new States, and 
it never shail receive my vote. 

Mr. GRUNDY said that he should vote agains 
the motion for reconsideration, as he considered the 
Telerence an appropriate one; but he did not wish 
his vcte to be considered as an intimation that he 
was in favor of the bill. He had formerly op- 
posed this measure, and thought it probable he 


would o it again when j 
Senate, ppose gam when it came before the 


stance of itself was sufficient to furnish an answer 


little connection with the sales of the public | 


Mr. ALLEN said he was about rising when he 
was anticipated by the Senator from Tennessee, 
(Mr. Grunpy,] and with the same view. He 
thought the Committee on the Public Lands the 
appropriate one to which this matter should be re- 
ferred. He would therefore vote against the me- 
tion for reconsideration, but he did not intend 
thereby to express any opinionin favor of or against 
the measure itself. 

Mr. PRESTON said this bill would have a pa- 
ramount effect on the finances of the country. It 
was a question whether it would not increase taxa- 
tion. In this view it was important, and Mr. P. 
therefore preferred that it should go to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. He should therefore vote for 
the reconsideration. 

Mr. CALHOUN said the bill, as he had drawn 
it, would lead to no reduction of the revenue. It 
was not to go into operation till June, 1842, thus 
leaving time to adjust the tariff. He saw no rea- 
son why it should be taken from the Committee on 
the Public Lands, 

Mr. WHITE said he was entirely ignorant of 
the contents of this bill; but if the reference should 
be reconsidered, the bill could then te read, and he 
would be better able to decide to which committee 
it was most appropriate. He thought the commit- 
tee to which it was referred should be friendly to 
its object, so as to give it all the strength they could 
by bringing it: merits prominently forward, and he 
thought it probable that the Commiltee on the 
Public Lands was the approp riate one. He voted, 
by a silent acquiescence, for its commitment, but 
not being aware of its contents at the time, he 
would now vote for its reconsideration. 

Mr. CALHOUN called for the reading of the 
bill, which was read accordingly. 

The question of reconsidering the reference of 
the bill te the Committee on the Public Lands was 
then put, and decided by yeas and nays in the ne- 
gative, as follows: 

YEAS—Méessrs. Betts, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Dickson, Knight, Merrick, 
Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, Southard, Wall, 
and White of Tennessee—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Grundy, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Strange, 
Tappan, Walker, White of Indiana, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—8, 

Mr. KING, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of John H. Jacocks. 

M. K. stated that the person who was intended to 
be benefitted by this bill was in very straitened cir- 
cumstances, and the amount appropriated was but 
four hundred and thirty dollars.. It bad passed 
unanimously last session, without commitment, on 
account of the necessities of the case; and he 
hoped that, by unanimous consent, the bi)! would 
be considered as in Committee of the Whole, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

In accordance with this suggestion, the bill was 
accordingly considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engiossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, to which they had been re- 


aed reported the following bills without amend- 
ent: 


Surveyor General in the several districts, so soon 
as the surveys therein can be cempleted, for abo- 
lishing land offices under certain circumstances 
and to abolish the officer of Solicitor of the Gene- 
ral Land Office; and ; 


A bill to relinquish a certain reversicnary j 
l sicnary inte- 
rest of the United States to a tract f i 
S:ate of Alabama. i E ANRE 
Mr. MERRICK, in 


| pursuance of notice 
and obtained leave to Poris 


; introduce a bill concernin 
the estates of infants and lunaties in the District as 
Columbia; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, te which had had been referred the 


A bill forthe discontinuance of the office of” 
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bill for the relief of the heirs of Philip Barbour, re- 
orted the same without amendment. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the foi- 
lowing bills, reported the same without amendmen!: 

A bill granting tu the State of Michigan a quantity 
of land to aid in constructing a canal arourd the 
falls of Sie. Marie. 

A bill granting to the county of Kalamazoo, in 
the State of Michigan, the right of pre-emption to 
a qua: ter section of land, and for other purposes. 

A bill granting to certain persons therein named, 
the right of pre-emp'ion to a fraction of a section 
of land in Ottcwav, in the State of Michigan, 

Mr. WALKER, from the Commitiee on the 
Poblic Lands, to which had teen referred the bill 
to relinquish to the State of Mississippi the Two per 
cent. fund arising under her compact for admission 
into the Union, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. W. made some remarks as to the necessity 
of anearly passage of the bill, and at his sug- 
gestion, and by unanimous consent, it was then 
taken np, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, also reported 
the following bills without amendment: 

__ A bill for the relief of James Dutton; and 

A bill to authorize the substitution of other lands 
in place of school sections which are useless or un- 
productive. 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana presented the remon- 
strance of the settlers upon certain lots of land 
adjoining the town of Milwaukie, against the con- 
firmation of the title of Francis Laventure and 
others, who claim a pre-emption nght, and a peti- 
tion for an act granting a special pre-emption to 
the occupants of those lots: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Also,a memorial of the merchants of Albion, 
Mount Carmel, and Princeton, praying for aid to 
construct the Mount Carmeland New Albany Rail- 
road; which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana offered the following re- 
solution, which, by unanimous conseat, was con- 
side:ed and agreed to: 

Kesolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
gulating and establishing the salaries of the dis- 
trict judges of the United Stat-s. 

Mr. NICHOLAS gave notice that, to-morrow, 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill to revive the 
ectentitled an act to enable claimants to land, 
within the limits of Mis ouri and the Territory: of 
Arkansas, to institute p oceedings to try the validiry 
of their claims, approved May 26, 1534, and an 
act amerding the same, ani to extend the provi- 
sions of said acts to claimants to lands within the 
State of Louisiana. 

Mr. YOUNG gave notice thet, to-morrow, he 
would ask leave to introduce several bills for the 
relief of indivijuals, and onein relat.on to the Ga- 
lena Railrozd. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following reslut’on: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be di- 
rected respectfully to request annually of the Go- 
vernors of the different States and Territcries of 
the United States to furnish, for the use cf the Con- 
gressional Library, a'l reports and documents in 
their posse sicn in relation to the geology aod mi- 
neralogy of their respective S:ates and Territories. 

The resolutions submitted on Tuesday by Mr. 
Benton and Mr. Watt, were severally cons.dered 
and agreed to. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill to amend an act entitled “An act more 
effectually to provide for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and for other 
purpose was taken up on its third reading, and 
passed. 

The billto prevent the counterfeiting of any fo- 
reign copper, gold, silver, or other coin, and to 
prevent the bring'ng into the United States, or ut- 
tering any counterfeit foreiga copper, gold, silver, 
or other coin, was considered as in Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed foa third 
tcading. 
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The Senate then went into Executive business, 
and afterwards 


Adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frivay, January 3, 1840. 

After the journal was read, _ 

Mr. JENIFER rose and asked the indulgence of 
the House whilst he called their attention, for a few 
moments, in relation to a matter personally con- 
cerning himself. 

I do not rise to ask a correction of the journal, 
but for the purpose of pointing the at’eation of 
gentlemen t) a report of the piccee lings which 
took place on Tuesday Jast. 

In the Globe of Tuesday evening, which purports 
to give a sketch of the debate upon the resolution of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SERGEANT] 
“to alter the 20.h rule of the House, to allow fur- 
ther time for the daily presentation of petitions,” I 
find the following remarks: i 

“Mr. Bynum sppealed to Mr. Garran to with- 
draw the motion for the previous qnestion, as he 
had bren attacked by three gentlemen on the cppo- 
site side, and bad been g:ossly misrepresented, and 
he only wished to say a few words in reply to those 
gentlemen, [Messrs. Jonnson of Maryland, JENI- 
FER, and Stanry.] He should think it hard if he 
were not granted this privilege. i 


“Mr. GaRLAND said he would not withdraw his | 


motion for the previous qnestion, which cut off 
furiher remarks on the subject. 

“Mr. Bynum then said that it was the usual prac- 
tice of that party, afier having two or three bul- 
lies to attack a gentleman and do him injustice, to 
tefuse to let him reply to such attacks.” 

The distance of my seat from the member from 
North Carolina, and the usual want of order in the 
ha'l, prevented me from distinctly bearing what 
was said upon that occasion. Three days having 
elapsed since these remarks appeared in the Globe, 
and, as far as I have seen, without ecrrection, I 
am left to infer that they were either expressed on 
the flocr, or authorized to be reported. Had I 
heard them, I do not know that I should have no- 
ticed them, well knowing that they wonld be pro- 
perly appreciated by gentlemen here. But'as they 
have been published in the columns of the Globe 
and seut throughout the country, it may be ex- 
pected that some response should be given. 

I wish it to be distinctly understood that I do not 
rise to complain; that I do not feel aggrieved; that 
I take no offence at whatever may have been said, 
or reported to have been said, coming from thzt 
quarter. 

Stil, a regard for the kind opinion of friends, 
and a respect for are which I hope ever to re- 
tain, requires that I should define my position in 
relation to the member from North Carolina. 

Since the 7th day of Juné, 1836, (a day which 
that n.ember no doubt well remembered,) I have 
purposely avoided noticing any thing he might say, 
or in a: y manner coming in contact with him, well 
kuowirg that no laurels are to be gained, where 
even victory would be a disgrace. Under there 
circumstances, my friends need feel no apprehea- 
sion on my account. Bat to prevent misunder- 
standing, snd do justice to myself, l desire it to be 
also understood, tbat if, upon any occasion, I have, 
or hereafter may, wound the feetings of any gen'le- 
man, I shall always hold myself bound to make an 
honorable atonement, cr meet him in an honorable 
way; but he must be a gentleman wortby the no- 
tice of an honorable man. 

Mr. BYNUM said he rose to reply to there- 
marks of the gent'eman from Maryland, {Mr. Je- 
NIFER,] a'though he was sorry that he could not 
hear distinctly what that gent'eman had said. He 
understood him, however, to complain of ssme- 
thing that had been published in the G'obe, in rela- 
tion to what he (Mr. B.) had said some days s‘nce. 
He had not been able to understand what censure 
that gentleman had passed on him, ifany. He 
would state, thovgh, lor his satisfaction, and all 
others, that the Globe contained what he had ut- 
tered on the floor, at the lime alluded to by that 
gent’eman, to the best of his recollection. The lan- 

guage was his, and for it he held himself 
resronsible, in that House or out of it. The only 
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explanation that he felt a disposition to make to the 
House was this: 

On the occasion alluded to, he had been at- 
tacked by three or four gentlemen—by the gentle- 
man himself (Mr. JENIFER] and his colleague,(Mr. 
Jounson,] a geat!eman from New York, [Mr.Horr- 
MAN,] and a member from North Carolina. He, 
however, was not disposed to notice what, aste 


‘then thought, was the most illiberal manner, in 


which, by the want of courtesy, he was pre- 
vented from a reply, in vindica'ion of himself and 
the remarks he had used on that occasion, to the at- 
‘tacks of those gentlemen, in which he thought he 
had been grossly misrepresented; and which he 
should have attempted to show, if he could have 
been allowe the privilege of replying at the time. 
At the time he made the remarks, he did not know 
whether that gentleman (Mr. Jenirer] was in his 
seat or not. The gentleman thought fit, however, to 
open the attack upon him, and was then followed 
up by his colleague and others; although the gen- 
tleman had said he had lain down a particular rule 
for himself to pursue, since the memorable 7th of 
June,. 1836, and that course was to have no- 
thing to do with me; and, to avoid me in de- 
bate. Sir, such ‘was the identical course that F 
had laid down for myself to pursue towards that 
gentleman, and several others with whom my re- 
lations were of a peculiar nature. I take i: for 
granted that it is dishonorable, after-two gentlemen 
have had a difference, ihat has been confessed- 
ly settled honorably to both parties, and stand up- 
on peculiar terms, toembrace any public occasion 
to renew their difficulties, by bandying p-rsonal 
epithets. Sir, that has not been my course here cr 
elsewhere, as I do not conceive that that belongs 
to an honorable man and a gentleman. The word 
bul/y, that I used, if it be that the gentleman com- 
plains of, I used to denote one that would play 
the political champion of this House, such as we 
have frequent'y witnessed in it for several 
years yast. 1 thought every man understocd 
it, when I used it, in that sense, and I regret that 
any man should have brought it before this House. 
I do not know what the gentleman has said about 
the affair of the Tih of June; but if he says or in- 
sinuates that that affair was not honorably settled 
by both parties then, he says or iasinuates what 
he did not say nor insinuate on the ground ; 
and he contra licts what was said and done then; 
but I say I did not hear the gentleman, and do not 
know exact'y whit he did say. If the gentleman 
will harrow up that old affair, which a'l undeistood 
was honorably seit'ed at tae time, then let him pro- 
ceed. Orc if he should u:dertake to pounce on 
me, to become wy lecturer here, cr els: where, I 
say to him, that this House is not large enough to 
hold us both. No, sir, this House cannot hold us 
both, nor the world retain us alive. I regret that 
these p ivate matters shouid ever have bezn brought 
before this House; they do not belong it. 

Mr. STANLY he.e recse, and put en interroga- 
tory to Mr. Bynom, to which he wished a reply; 
but was not di-tincily heard by the Reporter. 

Mr. BYNUM said thatthe member had asked 
for a civil answer.to a question which he said he 
had put in a civil wey. Ifthe member was in 
earnest, and cou'd be r: lied on, he had no objection 
to answering any civil question put to him ina 
proper spirit. 

Mr. 
tileman from North Carolina [Mr. Bynum) if th 
word “bully,” or “political champion,” was ig- 
tended by him in an offensive sense? whether he Jn- 


tended it to have a literal or political constructon? 


Mr. BYNUM said he did not know that he 
could make any other explanation to the question 
than he had given. He had said that he had used 
the word “bully” in the sense he had explained be- 
fere; which was one who was in the kabit of 
thrusting hims-If on every ceeasion in &ebate, and 
endeavoring to brewbect and buily others out of 
their opinions; and if that was not satisfactory, the 
member m‘ght ect as he chcse in relation to 1t, as 
he had no further explanation to make. 

Mr. STANLY was then understcod to 

ough unsatisfied. 
here SPEAKER here interposed to fut a stop to 
the discu:sien, which ke said was o such a nature 


proceed as 


ANLY was understood to ask of the gen-/ 


ee, 
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as could not bs permitted to go on;and that the gen- 
tleman from Maryland (Mr. Junirzr] had merely 
risen, as he understood him, to make some correc- 
tion of a matter which personally interrested him. 
Mr. STANLY was again understood to say 
that reference had been made to him by his col- 
league, (Mr. Byxvum,] in bis reply to the gentleman 
from Maryland,which he conceived needed some no- 
tice. He said it was usual with him to cultivate with 
gentlemen the most friendly relations—and particu- 
larly so with persons from the State which he in 
part represented—that he felt his heart warmed to 
meet any such; but on his arrival here he had cau- 
tioned his friends and colleagues not to intro- 
duce him to his colleague, [Mr. Bynom,] for if they 
did he would hold them personally responsible. 
He made some further remarks not heard suffi- 
ciently distinct to be understood. 
Mr. BYNUM said that this place was not the 
proper one to settle these private matters. If 
the member would but go to the Rotunda, he 
would satisfy him. To which Mr. S. made no 
reply, but said something, as he sat down, about 
‘Mr. B. begging his life, which was not understood. 
Mr. B. then rose and said, “When and where, 
poppy, puppy, puppy?” and the matter here 
c . 


Mr. KEIM rose and said: 

Mr. Spraxer: J have made an effort this morning 
to present to this House the usual resolutions of tri- 
bate to the memory of a deceased friend and col- 
league—a duty which requirei an earlier attention, 
bat from the de'ay in our organization,it was always 
unpleasant to my feelings to ofer them, until the 
restoration of order, and the House itself had once 
again retarned to its proper and characteristic de- 
corum. It appears te me that now is the proper 
moment, as it may allay, in some degree, the 
smothered passions which unfortunately seem te be 
gathering around some of the gentlemen upon this 
floor; for I am sure the hand of death has been too 
busy during the past year, to need any additional 
provocation from them in aid of his relentless 
power. Indeed, from that ruthless spoiler who 
can escape? The old, the young, the hamble, and 
the great, are alike stricken with his unerring shaft, 
and we perchance are left to mourn a desolation 
which sooner or later also awaits us. 

To some, however, death presents no terror, but 
like a welcome harbinger of rest, he is hailed with 
cordial greeting, and dying friends are looked 
upon as 

-Pioneers to smooth 
Our rugged way, to break 
Those bars of terror and abhorrence nature throws 


Cross our obstructed path, and thus to make 
‘Welcome as safe our port from every storm.” 


Few, however, have left this earthly tenement, 


more to be lamented than my friend and co!league, | 


Wirum W. Porter; for none possessed more 
amiable qualliues, or enjoyed a more virtuous 
heart. 

His assiduous attention to his duties here prc- 
moted a disease that baffled all human skill, and 
marked bim as a premature victim to its ravages. 
With a consciousness of bis approaching end, he 
was fully prepared to “ return the dust to the earth 
as it was, and the spirit to God who gave it.” Thus, 
in the meridian of his days, was taken from us a 
mind replete with all the acquirements that a pa- 
triot cherished, or a statesman prized. 

Indefatigable in his services to his constituents, 
their tears have designated how well they loved 
him who never betrayed their confidence, or fal- 
tered in devotion to their best interests. 

As a husband, he was exemplary for his affec- 
tion and kindness; and none can soethe the anguish 
of the pariner of his bosom, save “He who spake 
as never yet man spake.” 

Happily, indeed, for human suffering, there is an 
antidote for every affliction, in the benign precepts 
of our holy religion. They teach us that— 

“Heaven gives us friends to bless the present scene; 
Resumes them, to prepare us for the next.” 

To that only solace has the bereaved widow 

looked for strength and consolation, in the promised 


hope that “they who dwell in righteousness shall |i 


shine as the stars for ever and ever.” 
I offer the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That this House has received with 
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deep sensibility the communication of the death of 
Witam W. Porter, a Representative of the 
State of Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, That the members of this House will 
testify their respect for the memory of the deceased 
by wearing crape on the left arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That, as a further testimonial of re- 


will adjourn until to-morrow at 12 o’clock. 


were unanimously adopted; after which, 

Mr. KEIM moved that the House now adjouin. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON requested Mr. 
Kem to waive his motion for the adjournment, to 
enable him to make a motion for reconsidering a 
vote, which, unless it be done at that time, and en- 
tered on the journal, it would not be in his power 
to move at any other time. 

Mr. KEIM acceded to said request. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the vote ordering 
the printing of the map of the seat of war in Flo- 
rida, accompanying the report of the Secretary of 
War, be reconsidered. 

The question on adjournment was then put, and 
carried in the affirmative; and 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, January 4, 1840. 

Mr. EVANS asked leave of the House to intro- 
duce a bill, which he said was very important, 
and which would not take more than three minutes 
of the time of the House to consider. It was a 
bill which was usually reported by the Committee 
of Ways and Means; but, inasmuch as the organi- 
zation of the House had been so long delayed, 
the committee had not yet had a meeting, and it 
was probable would not fer several days. The 
money which had been appropriated fer the con- 
lingent expenses of both Houses, and for the pay- 
ment of the members, had been expended; and he 
learned from the officers of both Houses, that great 
inconvenience resulted from it. He wished to in- 
troduce the bill, if no objection was made, and 
would ask the House to go into a Committee of the 
Whole on the State of the Union to consider it. 

No objection being made, 

Mr. E. then introduced a bill making appropria- 
tions, in part, for the support of Government for 
the year 1840; which was twice read; when 

Mr. E. then moved that the same be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the State of the 
Union, which was agreed to; and 

The House then went into committee, Mr. BANKS 


was reported to the Hou-e; when it was read the 
third time by its title and passed. 


took up and considered the resolution of the Senate 


Library, and concurred in the same. 
Mr. RAMSEY said he had had in his posses- 
sion for several days a petition from the citizens of 


that the frauds by which their: rights have been 
violated be investigated; which he asked might be 
read for the information of the House. 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order at 
that time. 

Mr. RAMSEY then2moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to present the petition; and up- 


were ordered, and were—yeas 118, nays 67. 


Beatty. 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, W. O. Butler, S H. 
Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Chap- 


ing, Dana, Davee, John W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Duncan, 
Ear], Eastman, Ely, Everett, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, 
Fornauce, Galbraith, James Garland, Goggin, Griffin, Hall, 
Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, John Hill of N. ©. H 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, 


} Kempshali, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, 


McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Marchand, Miler, Mon- 
tanya, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Par- 
Tis, Paynter, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, 
Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Sergeant, Shaw, 
Shepard, Slade, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, 


spect for the memory of the deceased, this House , 


The question wasthen put, and the resolutions — 


The House adjourned till to-morrow, 12 o'clock. 


inthe Chair, and the bill having been considered, | 


On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, the House |; 


proposing the appointment of a Committee on the .. 


the Third Congressional District of Pennsylvania, 
complaining that their rights had been trampled | 
on in permitting the gentleman here [Mr. Nayor] | 
to take his seat as their representative, and asking | 


on that motion demanded the yeas and nays, which :! 

: y yS» l; under the order cf the House for tbe use of its 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, Atherton, Banks, - Members. These things were done under the plea 
Beirne, Biddle, Black, Blackwell, Brewster, Briggs, | 


man, Clifford, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Cross, Cush- ` 


ook, - 
Jamesor, Jenifer, ` 


| Waste paper. 


= 


Taylor. Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompeon, Tillinghast, To- 
lani, ‘Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, John hite, Wick, and Jared W. 
Williams—118. A 
NAYS—Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, Bimeon H. Ander- 
son, Andrews, Barnard, Bell, Brockway, Anson Brown, Cal- 
houn, William B. Campbell, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, 
Cooper, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Davies, G. Davis, Dawson, 
Dillett, Evana, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Gid- 
dings, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Habersham, 
W. 8. Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, 
Lincoln, Marvin, Morgan, C. Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, 
Peck, Randali, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, 
Russell, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, 


` Waddy Thompson, Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, Thomas W. 


Williams, Lewis Williams, C. H. Williams, and Sherrod Wil- 
liams—67. ’ ne 

So the rules were not suspeaded, it requiring a 
vcte of two-thirds. 

Mr. 8. WILLIAMS asked leave to offer a reso- 
lution, which was read, as follows: be 

Resolved, That the memorials and petitions pre- 


` sented to the House of Representatives at the last 


Congress, and upon which favorable reports were 


' made, and on which the House did not finally act, 
-. and such memorials and petitions as were pre-ented 


at the last Congress and referred, upon which the 
committees did not make reports, be again referred 
to the committees to which the said memorials and 
petitions were heretofore severally referred. 

No objection being made, the resolution was re- 
ceived and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. THOMPSON of South Ca- 
rotina to reconsider the vote on ordering the print- 
ing of the map of the seat of war in Florida, ac- 
companying the report of the Secretary of War, 
came up for consideration; when 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina observed 
that the matter which he had moved to reconsider 
might be said to be a small matter; but inasmuch 
as abuses in small matters are the more dangerous 
as they are likely to ¢scape attention, he had for 
this reason seized the earliest opportunity of bring- 
ing it before the House. The vote that he had 
moved the reconsideration of, was on the proposi- 
tion to print 5,000 extra copies of the map of the 
seat of war in Florida, which the gentleman who 
moved the pristing said would not cost more than 
800 or 1000 dollars. This, to be sure, might be 
considered as a small matter in comparison with 
the ordinary expenses of the like nature. The 
House, in its expenditures for printing, was some- 
thing like the law—de minimis non cural; but it was 
in regard to these small matters that economy was, 
as he had before otserved, as necessary as in large 
ones; and as to this particalar document, for all the 
use that it would be to the members of that body, it 
might as well be burnt. Any body was welcome 


| to the share of them that would fall to him, for he 


could make no earthly use of them whatever. T'o 
his constituents they would not be worth a single 
baubee, and he could see no reason at all for print- 
ing, unless it was for the purpose of rewarding 
certain favorites of the Administration, hanging 
about Washington, with a portion of the public mo- 
ney. He did not know any one of the ten thousand 
instances of gross extravagance and waste of public 
money more to be denounced than that of members of 
Congress having printed for themselves, at the pub- 
lic expense, documents worth no more than mere 
waste paper, for the purpose of putting money in the 
pockets of a political partisan. He would men- 
tion one fact which would surprise many of the 
young members who were not yet aware 
of the extent to which the practice he adveried to 
had prevailed. While at home last summer, he 
received from one to two hundted maps of the 
United States—excellent maps, which would readily 
sell in a stationer’s shop—that had been printed 


of furnishing useful intormation to the members, to 
enable them the better to carry on the business of 
legislation; bat they already had a valuable and ex- 
tensive library; and if more information was neces- 
sary for the members, he thought it would be better 
to furnish them with good historical works, than to 
expend the public money in printing a parcel of 


~ maps, that would be worth to them, as far as use- 


ful information was concerned, no more than mere 
He also received last summer a 
number of maps of Florida, which were, to him and 
his constituents, perfectly worthless. As he had 
been placed on the military committee, on the mo- 


tron of whose chairman this printing had been or- 
dered, he thought it his duty to move the reconside- 
ration, being determined, while a member of that 
committee, to resist, to the utmost of his ability, 
every unnecessary expenditure, whether proposed 
in it or in the House. 

In justice, however, to the gentleman who was 
at the head uf that committee for the last Congress, 


he must say that that gentleman was uniformily in ` 


favor of preserving the strictest economy, and cor- 


vagance of expenditure, 
Mr. T. concluded, by moving a reconsideration 


of the vo'e referred to in the commencement of his | 


remarks. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said, that as he had 
submitted the motion for printing the map of Flo- 
rida accompanying the report ot the Secretary of 
War, it was due to himself and the House that he 
should explain the reasons which operated upon 
him in making that motion. The map of Florida 
accompanied the report of the Secretary of War, 
and the only question was, whether, in publishing 
the documents accompanying the President’s mes- 
sage,the map should be included. There was a for- 
mer order of this House, made some years ago upon 
his application, that a general order for printing 
should not include maps and charts, without the 
special order of the House. In consequence of 
th s order, he brought the subject before the House, 
that the House might decide for itself, whether the 
map of Florida should constitute a part of each of 
the documents accompanying the message, and 
that he thought the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina had used an improper expression, when he 
spoke of them as exira copies. 

Mr. J. said that he bad seen the mapof Florida, 
already published by the Senate, accompanying 
the report of the Secretary of War, and that he 
supposed the number of maps necessary to ac- 
company the documents might now be procured at 
a moderate price, as the engraving had already 


been done under the orders of the Senate; and | 


hat he had inquired of one ‘of the printers, then 
n the House, as to the probable cost for each, 
if now crdered. He was informed that each one 
would not exceed six or eight cents for the paper 
and printing, the engraving having been already 
done. For these reasons he had, in the first place, 
made the application to the House. Since that 
time, he had been informed that the Clerk of the 
House, some time before, had made a contract for 
the performance of such work by some lithogra- 
pher in the city, whose name he did uot reeollect, 
by which the House was to pay about the same 
price that the Senate paid the engraver. He had 
inquired what the price of the work would be, but 
had not been able to learn. If he had supposed 
that a new engraving would have to be made, he 
should never have made the application. 

Mr. J. said that he was gratified to learn from 
the honorable member from South Carolina, that 
he was so zealous an advcca'e for economy and 
_ yeform-—that the honorable member knew, having 

served many years in this House with him, that 
he, (Mr. J.) had been at all times the decided and 
warm advocate of ecomomy as well as the curtail- 
meat of all unnecessary expenditures, and he could 
assure the honorable member that he would not 
find bim altered in that respect. 

The honorable member had been pleased to say, 
that he had unlimited confidence in the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs in the 
last Cengress, [Gen. McKay,] but that he was ap- 
prehensive he would not have the same reason for 
a continuance of that confidence to the chairman of 
that committee in the ptesent Congress; that this 
movement was a bad beginning. 

Mr. J. expressed a hore that the honorable 
member from South Carolina would find no caute 
for dissatisfaction with the present chairman of 
that committee on the score of economy, and that 
he thought the motion submitted by him the other 
day for printing the map accompanying the report 
of the Secretary ought not to create any suspicion 
in his mind prejudicial to the present chairman of 
that committee. He begged to remind the honora- 
b.e gentleman, that during the last Congress the 
Report of the Secretary of War was accompanied 
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by a map of Florida, which was ordered by the 
House to be printed, upon the motion of the chair- 
man of the Military Committee of that Congress, 
in whom the gentleman had so much confidence. 
He had not examined the journal, but had been 
so informed this morning by the chairman of that 
committee. 

Mr. THOMPSON rose to state one fact. The 
contract for printing these maps, he said, was to be 


the strici CO) _ given te aperson in this city, who was to be sub- 
dially co-operated with him in resisting every extra- ` 


jected to the same process of taxation that was 


: proved to have been practised in New York, and 


othercities. That is (said Mr. T.) the person who 
does the work is to submit to an assessment on the 


~ price of the printing, which he is to contribute to | 
|: the support of a publication, very important to the 


party in power—the Democratic Review. 
Mr. BANKS observed that he should have pur- 
sued his usual course in silence, in reference to the 


motion of the gentleman from South Carolina, but | 


for one fact. It had been the course pursued by that 
gentleman, with many of the party who acted with 


| him, to endeavor to prodace an impression on the 


public mind, that there was a party in that House 
disposed to print public documents, merely to re- 
ward their political favocites. He knew not of 
such favorites; and knew of no such design in the 
part of those with whom he acted, and denied that 
he and his friends had ever been governed by any 
such motives. He readily believed, however, that 
the House did print too much, and he had never 
voted for the printing of a document, unless he 
deemed it necessary for the public service. With 
regard to the motion now under consideration, he 
should vote for it, believing that the printing of 
the document was unnecessary. But, said 
Mr. B. while the gentleman says so much 
about useless and unnecessary printing, let 
me call his attention, and that of the gentleman 


| who vote with him, to the extravagant waste of 


pnblic money last session in printing 20,000 extra 
copies of the Report of the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, in relation to defalcations of public officers. 
The printing of these extra copies of old documents 
cost some $15,000 of the public money, and it was 
carried through the House by the votes of the gen- 
tleman and his friends. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina. The gen- 
tleman speaks at random, and states what is not 
true. I did not vote for the printing of these décu- 


ments. 

Mr. BANKS resumed. The document he re- 
ferred to, was document 297, being the Report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to the 
defalcations of public officers. I assert, said he, 
that there was a propositiou to print 20,000 ezr- 
tra copies of these old documents, that it was 
carried through by the votes cf the gentleman 
from South Carolina and his party, and that the 
journals will show it. 

Mr. THOMPSON again interrupted Mr. Banxs, 
and said that the gentleman had stated at random 
what was not true. 

Mr. BANKS continued. If the gentleman did 
not vote for that particular proposition, it certainly 
was carried through by the votes of the party with 
which he acts; and when the gentleman is endea- 
voring to create a false impression abroad that the 
friends of the Administration were seeking to ex- 
pend the public money in useless printing, for the 
purpose of rewarding political favorites, it was bat 
fair to bring up, as an offset to it, this extrava- 
gance of the last session, carried through by his 
party, as well as to deny the charge. With respect to 
the particular document under cunsideration, he felt 
it due to himself to say, that he should vote against 
the printing of it, not believing it to be necessary 
for the public information. As to the vote of the 
gentleman himself on printing the documents, he 
could not say with certainty how he voted, without 
a reference to the journal; though his impression 
had been that the gentleman had voted for it, 
until he denied it; but he did say that the printing 
was carried through by the vetes of the gentleman’s 

arty. 
p Mr. WISE was sorry that his colleague had 
thought proper to make an attack onthe motion 
made by him last session for the printing of the re- 
port relative to defalcation, I (said Mr. W.) 
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made the motion to print the extra copies of docu- 
ment 297, which would show to the thousands of 
voters of this country, that the late message of the 
Presideat was not trae. The message stated that 

independently of the defalcation of Swartwoat, only 
$60,000 were lost to the Government in conse- 
quence of the defalcations of public officers. That 
document, No. 297, would show that, by the 
land officers and collectors of the present Adminis- 
tration, nearly one million of dollars were lost, 
while the message stated the loss at only $60,000. 
This document disproved the truth of the Presi- 
dent’s message, and showed either that he was dis- 

posed to cover the defalcations of his officers, or 

that he was deceived by his Secretary of the Trea- 

sury. He would frankly say of Martin Van Bu- 
ren, bolieving him to be a gentleman, that if he had 


| read the document No. 297, he would not have 


made the statements he d d in his message,in oppo- 
siticn to facts shown by the records within his 
reach. Permit me to say to my coileague, conti- 
nued Mr. W. that the printing of that document was 
better calculated to promote public economy than 
any other; and that he would, at any time, be will- 
ing to pay ten dollars from out of the public Trea- 
sury, to show to the people how cne dollar had 
been taken from it, either by fraud or in conse- 
quence of ignorance or mismanagement. Did 
the gentleman mean to say that there was 
not another motive besides economy that in- 
duced him and his party to vote against the publi- 
cation of these documents? Sir, (said Mr. W.) if 
I could get the vote of the House to day, I would 
print the report of the Secretary of the Treasury in 
opposition to the message; and if I could get my 
colleague to circulate it in his district, his constitu- 
ents would hold him accountable for voting as he 
did against publishing a document to circulate the 
truth. After some additional remarks from 


Mr. W. 

Mr. BANKS said he hoped his colleague had not 
understood him as objecting tu the original printing 
of document No. 297. It was important that it should 
be printed for the use of the members of the 
House, and he voted for it. But, said Mr. B. I 
objected, after it was printed, and in possession of 
every member cf the Howse, to the printing of 
20,000 extra copies, by which an expense of 
$15,000 was incurred. He did not deem it proper, 
at this time, to go into an examiurtion of the Pre- 
sident’s message, and he therefore would not 
reply to the remarks of his colleague on that 
subject; but he. knew that an intelligent 
people had had full benefit of the document 
his colleague referied to—that it was widely 
circulated and discussed at public meetings, and 
that its statements were met and proved to, be false 
in many particulars; for it was shown that many 
persons stated in it to be defaulters, had since paid 
up the balances against them, and that many were 
of necessity reported as such, from the mere fact 
that their acconnts were unsettled. He had never 
voted against circulating useful or necessary infor- 
mation. He was as ready to give light to the peo- 
ple as any man; and whether by the viva voce prin- 
ciple, and against the secret system of voting, or 
by useful and necessary publications, he wished ali 
his acts to be known to the people. He would 
have nothing concealed or misrepresented, but all 
his actsto be aboveboard. As to the question 
under consideration, it was perhaps a small 
matter, and nothing would have induced bim 
to say one word in regard to it had it not been 
for the unceasing endeavors of some gentlemen on 
that floor to produce an impression on the public 
mind that the party with which he acted were dis- 
posed to expend money in useless printing for the 
purpose of rewarding political favorites. He had 
shown how the extfavagance, charged by the gen- 
leman from South Carolina, had been practised to 
a greater extent by the party with which he acted. 
How the change had come over gentlemen this ses- 
sion, which made them such great sticklers for 
eeonomy, he would not pretend to say, but would 
only observe, in reference to himself, thathe should 
vete against the printing of the docament ne 
consideration, as he did not believe it was wanted 
for ihe ET AVES ES rose to call the attention of the 


`- 
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el nn ns 


House to the probabie cost of printing this docu- 
ment. When the chairman of the committee (Mr. 
C. Jouneon] first moved the printing of this docu- 
ment, he sated that the main expense having al- 
ready been incurred in the cost of engraving the 


plete, the printing would not amount ta more ` 


than six or e'gh' cents a copy. But (said Mr. G.) 


we are now told by the chairman that the old plates . 


cannot be had, and therefore the engraving must 
be paid for anew. He woald now ask the gen- 


tleman whether he did not believe the cost would ` 


he some four or five thousand dollais. He had 


risen to make these remarks in order to induce | 
gentlemen to vote for the reconsideration moved ` 


by the gentleman from South Carolina. 


Mr. SMITH of Mainc said he understood the | man from Tennessee, if Mr. Langtie: was a 


© lithographer. 


"gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Banks] to charge 
on the gentleman from South Corolina [Mr. Wan- 
py Txomrson] and his friends, the pas-age of the 
resolution ordering the printing of 20,0000 extra 
copies of document No. 237. He understood that, in 
reply to that charge, the gentleman from South Ca- 
rolina [Mr.Tnompson] said that the gentleman from 
Virginia had “‘at random stated that which was not 
true.” Now (said Mr. S.) I hold in my hand the 
resolution authorizing the printing of 20,000 extra 
copies of document No. 297; I hold ia my hand 
the yeas and nays (holding up the journal) on the 
adoption of that resolution; and among the yeas I 
find recorded the name of "Wappy Txomeson, 
jun.” I have nothiag more (continued Mr. S.) to 
say on that snbject. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I understood the gentleman 
from Virginia to charge me with voting generally 
for extensive printing, ani not te refer to this par- 
ticular document. 

Mr. BANKS. I stated expressly that it was 
document No. 297, being the report of the Secretary 


of the Treasury on defalcations of public officers. - 


I referred particularly to the document, and stated 
so distinctly what it was, as to leave no room for 
misunderstanding. 


Mr. THOMPSON said that he had not understood ' 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bangs] as al- | 


luding to any par:icular document, but as making 


the general charze that he, Mr. T. had voted | 


for extra printing ordered by the last Congress. 


This was what Mr. T. had pronounced: untrue: | 


Mr. T. certainly did not wish to be understood 
that he had not voted for printingan extra number 
of this particular document, for he did not hear the 
gentleman speak of any one in particular. 


this, asin other cases, where the document was 
uzefal. Bnt his general course had been to vote 
against such propositions. When he learned by the 
remarks, of Mr. Wise that the gentleman [Mr. 
Banxs] had alluded to this particular document, 
he endeavored to get the floor before the remarks 
of the gentleman from Maire, and thus to set him- 
elf right. 

While up, he. would ask of the Crerx if the 


printing of this map was not given to the editor of | 


a public print, who was not a lithographer? 

Tre SPEAKER informed the gentleman that 
the CLerx’s answer was, that the printing was 
given to Mr. Langtree. ; 

Mr. THOMPSON. Well, sir, Mr. Langtree is 
the editor of the Democratic Review, and is not a 
lithcgrapher; and one of the first acts of the CLERK 
was to give this printing to Mr. Langtree, who, as 
he was not a lithographer, must get the work done 
4 somebody who is, and share the profits with 

im. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS asked who published 
the same map at the last session, and whether it 
was not published on the same plate this year that 
was used last session? _ 

The SPEAKER said the Crerk did not know. 

Mr. MORRIS wished merely to state the fact, 
that the impression had gone. abroad that the 
Senate last year ordered a plate of this map tobe 
engraved; and that subsequently, the House having 

ordered the printing of it, it was printed on the 
same plate; that this yearthe Senate had again 
ordered copies of it, which had been printed for 
that body; and that, therefore, if the printing now 
ordered hy the House should te executed, there 
would be four different impressions from the same 


He | 
had vctelin many instances for extra copies—in | 


plate. Now, he would ask gentlemen betler ac- 
quainted with such matters than he was, if this 
would not be paying four times for the same en- 
graving. 

‘Mr. COLES observed that it was true these 
maps had b-en printed several times; but the first 
maps printed were mere outlines, while the present 
was one very much improve! and enlarged. He 
was opposed to the printing of anextra number of 
copies, as unnecessary, and therefore should vote 
for the reconsideration. 

Mr. PECK called for the reading of the con- 
tract with Mr. Lang'ree, and it was read accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. GRAVES inquired of the honorable gentle- 


Mr. JOHNSON was understood to 
negative, 

Mr. JOHNSON repeated, that he had no desire 
for the pubiication of ihe map, and should not 
have submitted the motion under any circum- 
stances other than those named, and was g'ad that 
the question was now betere the House, so that 


reply in the 


_ the members might decide whether the documents 
| should be accompanied by the map or not. 


Mr. CRARY wished to ascertain what was the 
practice of the Honse in ordering the printing of 
documents of a like nature.. He understood, that 
at the last session these maps were ordered to be 
engraved by the Senate, and when the House 
ordered the same printing, they hid to wait some 
two months, as it was said, for them to be re-en- 
graved. As he understood the matter, when the 
Senate ordered maps to be engraved and printed, 
the expense was paid out of the contingent fund of the 
S ‘nate; and when the House ordered the printing of 
the same maps they were again eagraved, or sup- 
posed to be so, and paid for out of the fund of the 
House. Now, unless some plau was, adopted by 
which the House ke; tits owa plates, after paying 
for them, without suffering them to be used again 
and again at the same costas if new engravings 
were made, he shouid. in future vote against the 
printing of any maps whatever. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
reconsider; which was carried without a division. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution; when, j 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, it was laid on the 
teble. 

Mr. BROWN of Tennessee asked permission of 
the Honse to introduce the following as an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, 
which, he said, he wished to be printed for the in- 
formation of the members, and to lie on the lable 
till he had an opportunity of calling it up: 

Joint Resclati:n to amend the Constitution of the 
Unived Sta'es, in relation to the election of Pre- 
sident: 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United Statee of Anerica in Congress as- 
sembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That 
the followiog amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States be proposed to the Legislatures of 
the several States, which, when ratified by the Le- 
gis'atures of three-fourths of the States, shall be 
valid, to all intents and purposes, as part of the 
Constitution, to wit: 

“No person who shall hereaf er be elected, and 
shall serve the period of four years as President of 


; the United States, shall be again eligible to that 


office.” 
The SPEAKER said that it was not then in or- 


der to introduce the resolution without the consent | 


of the House. 


Mr. JAMESON said: Mr. Speaker, I rise to do 
what I intended on yesterday to have done, but failed 
in obtaining the floor before the House adjourned; 
that is, to announce to this House the death of the 
Hon. ALserT GALLATIN Haraison, one of the 
memters elect from the State of Missouri, to the 
Twenty-sixth Congress. He died at his resid :nce, 
near Fulton, Missouri, of bilious fever, in the 
month of September last. In h's death, not only 
the bereaved widow and his children sus‘ain a deep 
and abiding loss—the loss of an amiable, kind, 
and affectionate husband and parent—but Missouri 
lost one of her fayorite and ablest sons, Always 


true to his trust, and faithful to the interests of 
Missouri, my lamented predecessor had obtained 
for himself a deep seat in the affections of her 
people. Ihave known the deceased since I have 
known myself, and many on this floor were also 
well acquainted with him; and they will bear me 
witness to the fact, that he posses ed all these no- 
ble qualities and virtuss which of themselves con- 
stitute the high road to honor and distinction. 

He had filled with credit to himself, and to the 
entire satisfaction of the people, more difi- 
cult offices of honor and profit, in the same length 
of time, than any wan who has ever resided in 
Missouri. He was called by Him in whose hands 
life and death are held, from the theatre of action, 
in the meridian of life; and but few have passed 
from time, more to be lamented than ALBERT 
Ga Latin Harrison; few, if any, ean fill his p ace 
as the agent or Representative of Missouri; and a 
void is left in that domestic circle in which he 
moved, and in the heart of his amiable and intel- 
ligent bereaved widow, that no power on earth, no 
human being can fill: a void thatcan only be filled 
by the constant presence, aid, and protection of the 
Spirit of the Eternal God. 

Mr. Haraison was a native of Kentucky, frim 
whose land so many able and chivalric men have 
emanated: the birth place of a great many members 
now on this floor trem other States. 

Mr. J. then offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, unanimously, That this House has re- 
ceived with deep sensibility the annunciation of 
the death of the Hon. ALserrt G. Harrison, one 
of the late Representa'ives elect from the State of 
Missouri for the Twenty-sixth Congress of the 
United States. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the members of this 
House tender the widow and r-la'ives of the de- 
ceased their sympathy on this mournfal event, and 
will t-s'ify their respect for his m2mory, by wear- 
ing crape on the lelt arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That, as a forther evidence of the'r 
respect for the memory cf the deceased, the House 
adjourn until Monday next, at 12 o’clock, m. 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, January 6, 1840.. 

The CHAIR sebm tted a communication from 
the Legis'ature of Wiscvnsin, requ°sting an appro- 
priation for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Des Moines river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of the daughter and only child 
of Lieut. Nathaniel Fanning; which was referred to 
the Comm'ttee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of 
Samuel Steinrod; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. . 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of 
Joseph Compo; which was referred to the Com- 
mi tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of 
Chalon Guard and others, praying permission to 
purchase a quant ty of the publ c land ona credit; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Also, the memorial of the members of the bar ef 
Laporte, I1. which was referred to the Committees 
on the Judiciary. i 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memor'al from 
certain officers of the line of the army, praying for 
an equalization of pay with the staff; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of William Strickland, E. 
F. Gill, and A. K. Campbell, stating that they. 
were about publishing in Great Britain a descrip- 
tion of the public works of the United States: and 
that the citizens of this country may be furnished 
on the same terms, they pray’that they be permit- 
ted to import the same free of duty; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. B. the petition and papers of 
John R. Midwinter, and those, in the case of Elja 
zabeth Truxton, now on file, were respectively 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Oa motion by Mr. SMITH of Connecticat, the 
papers on file in the case of David Allen, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolationary Clatms. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentueky presented a petition of 
a number of citizens, praying for a grant of land in 
the Oregon Territory; which was referred to the 
Select Committee on the Uregon Territory, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

The Select Committee is composed of the fallow- 
ing Senators: Messrs. Linn, Preston, Watt, 
Pierce, and WALKER. 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the petition of Major | 


Honison, presented by him some days since, was 
Teferred to the same committee. 


Mr. D. also presented the petition of Isaac R. . 


Howe, for a Congress of Nations; which was re- 
ferred to ihe Committee on Foreign Relations. 
Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of William 


Cox; which was referred to the Committee on 
| 


Claims. 


Also, the petition of Major W.G. Belknap and | 


others, of the line of the army, praying for an 
equalization of pay with the officers of the staff; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the petition aud 
papers of John Ireland, on file, were referred te 
the Committee on Claims; and 

The papers of William Jones were referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana presented the memorial 
of John G. Fleischmann, praying for a patent for 
an improved mode of manufacturing beet sugar; 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of James 
G'entworth; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the petition of the 


officers of the Agricultural Bank of Mississippi; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. KING presented the petition of A. G. 


King and Henry Lucas; which was referred to the | 


‘Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Wilson 
P. Hunt; which was referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the papers on 
file in the case of the owners of the ship Alle- 
ghany, were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. ; 

Mr. FULTON presented the memorial of James 
Smith of Arkansas; which was referred to the 
Cemmittee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the memorial of George Say- 
ler, asked to be discharged’ from its further con- 
sideration, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations; which was agreed to. 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of Josias Stargis and others, and that it 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. K. also, from the same “committee, to which 
was referred the bill making appropriations for the 
yemeval ef the raft in Redriver, reported the same 
without amendment. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, announcing that the House had 
agreed to the joint resolation appointing a joint 
committee to superintend the appropriations for the 
library, and that they had, on their part, appointed 
Messrs. Lewis, Nayior, and Ti-uinerast on that 
committee. 

Also, that the House had passed a bill making 
partial appropriation for the expenditures of Go- 
vernment for the year 1840. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the following bills, re- 
ported the same without amendment: 

A bill to revive and continue in force an act 
entitled ““An actto provide-for persons who were 
disabled by known wounds received in the Revolu- 
tionary war. 

A bill for the relief of John McCloud, 

A bill for the relief David Waller, 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow 
of Elijah Barnes. 

A bill for the relief of Lemuel White. 

A bill to authorize the payment of invalid pen- 
sions in certain cases. 
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Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, | 


to which had been referred that part of the Presi- 
dent’s message relating to the finances of the coun- 
try, and the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the finances, reperted a bill to provide 
for the collection, safekeeping, transfer and dis- 
bursement of the public revenue. 

Mr W. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill more effectually to secure the 
public money in the hands of officers and agents 
of the Government, and to punish public defaulters, 
reported the same with amendments; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. said that he was directed by the com- 
mittee to give notics that they would, on Monday 
next, ask for the consideration of these bills, in the 
order in which they were reported, and that they 
would feel it their duty to press their consideration 
after that date. 

Mr. W. asked the unanimous consent of the Se- 


nate to take up the bill just received from the į 
House, making partial appropriations for the sup- | 
port of the Government for the year 1840; which ; 


was agreed to. 

The bill wzs then taken up, read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of the 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, 
praying foran extension of their charter; which 
was referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. . 

Mr. M. in pursuance of not'ce, asked and ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill for the heirs of Fran- 
cis Newman; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. S 7 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, in pursuance of no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave te introduce a bill 
in relation to copy rights; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 


“to which was referred the following bills, reported 


the same without amendment: 

A bill for the relief of John S. Billings. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
William Easby, reported adversely to the same. 

_Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the report from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, respecting the contingent fund of 
that Department, asked that the same m‘ght be 
printed; which was agreed to. 


Mr. GRUNDY gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize 
the State of Tennessee to issne grants and perfect 
titles to certain lands therein described, and to set- 
tle the claims to the vacant and wnappropriated 
lands within the same. ; 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had baen referred the bill providing for 
the summary collection of the notes of the banks in 
the District of Columbia, under the denomination 
of twenty dollars, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary; which was 
agreed te. 


Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained léave to introduce the following bills: 
A bill for the relief cf the Steamboat Company 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. oS 

A bill for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop and 
others; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. _ . ; 

A bill for the relief of Josephine Nourse; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. i 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to. which was referred the bill making partial ap- 
propriations for the support of the Government for 
the year 1840, reported the same with amendments, 
which were read and concurred in} and the bill was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The resolutions submitted by Mr. BENTON some 
days since, relative to the assumption, by the 
General Government, of the debts of the States, 
were therYaken up, and after some remarks 


of Nantucket; which was read twice, and re-. 
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from Mr. BENTON, a portion of which will be 


found in this evening’s paper, 
i The question being on the adoption of the reso- 
ution, 

Mr. GRUNDY thought that the question should 
be taken on each proposition separately, and asked 
for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. LUMPKIN expressed his concurrence in 
the object of the resolutions in some remarks which 
we will publish to-morrow, but would prefer that 
the resolutions might be permitted to lay on the 
table for the present; which was agreed to. 

Mr. NORVELL offered the the following reso- 
lution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
a pension to Louis Mitchell Rivard, of Wayne 
county, State of Michigan, in consequence of in- 
firmities and disabilities contracted in the military 
service of bis country. 

_Mr. NORVELL offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce in- 
quire into the expediency of directing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to cause a steam cutter to be con- 
structed for the revenue service on the Atlantic, 
another for that service in the Gulf of Mexico, and 
a third for the same service on Lake Erie and the 
Upper Lakes. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the fellowing 
resolution: ; i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expedienc 
of enacting alaw explanatory of the act of 8 
May 1792, “to regulate the pay of non-commis- 
sioned oflicers, musicians, and privates of the mili- 
tia of the United States,” so as to provide that field 
officers, commanding volunteer regiments or batta- 
lions, shall be allowed the same compensation for 
the use and risk of horses furnished by themselves 
as is paid to company andstaff officers in such 
command; and that such additional sum shall be 
paid to field officers who have served in Florida 
during the late troub!es with the Seminole Indians. 

A message was received from the President of the 
United States, transmitting a report from the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury in relation to the employ- 
ment of steam vessels in the revenue cutter service; 
and recommending the subject to the special and 
favorable cons‘deration of Congress. 

The CHAIR submitted a report from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting retarns of the 
condition of the several banks in the District of Co- 
lumbia; which was referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. — 

The followiug bills were taken up on their third 

reading, read a third time, and passed: 


_. A bill for the relief of John H. Jacocks. 


‘Acbilt to relinquish to the State of Mississippi 
the T'wo per cent. fund arising under her compact 
for admission into the Union. 

A bill to prevent the counterfeiting of any fo- 
reign copper, gold, silver, or other coin, and to pre- 
vent the bringing into the United States, or uttering 
any counterfeit foreign copper, gold, silver, or 
other coin. w, ' 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
s . Moxpay, January 6, 1840. l 

After the reana ot the journal, 

Mr. W. B. CALHOUN of Massachusetts rose 
and submitted the following resolutions: — 

Resolved, That the House has heard with deep 
sensibility of the death of the Hon. C. Anvorp, & 
member elect of this House from the State of Mas- 
sachusetts. TaN 

Resolved, That the members and officers of this 
House will testify their respect for the memory of 
the deceased by wearing crape on the left arm for 
thirty days. _ i f 
` The resolutions having been read, 

Mr. CALHOUN said: I do not rise, Mr. Speak- 
er, to give utterance to a labored euloginm upon 
the character of Mr. Avorn. I rise simply to say 
that he was regularly elected a member of this 
Congress, and that he died several months anterior 
to the commencement of the present session, He 
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‘was very young; and, had he been permitted to 
take bis place amongst US, would undoubtedly have 
been the youngest member upon th’s floor. But, 
young as he was, he had acquired very prominent 
and enviable rank in the community where he re- 
sided Eleaven had given him a high order of in- 
tellec ; his mind was richly cultivated; his judg- 
ment was mature; and his general attainments ex- 
traorlinary. In the study and pursuit of the law— 
the profession to which he had devoted himself— 
he was eminently distinguished; as he was, also, 
jn bota of the halls of legislation in his native 
State. Had he lived to take part in the proceed- 
ings of this body, he would, I am sure, have added 
Jargely to his fame and renown. He died, sir, 
in thy midst of the warmest affections, and the 
fondest hopes of h's friends, his asscciates, and of 
the community where his lot was cast. 

Such, in brief, was James C. ALvorn; and ne- 
ver, [ am confident, has the House of Representa- 
tives been called upon to pay a tribute to the me- 
mory of one mere worthy. - 

The question was taken on the resolutions, and 
they were unanimously adopted. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved a suspension of the rules 
to enable him to offer a resolution, proposing to re- 
fer all the papers and testimony relating tothe New 
Jersey disputed election to the Committee of Elec- 
tions; and, on that mation, demanded the yeas and 


nays. 

Mr. CALHOUN asked the gentleman to 
give way to enable him to make a motion, which 
was of immemorial usage, for the adjournment of 
the House as a tesiimonial of respect to the memo- 
ry of the deceased. i 

Mr. DUNCAN immediately acceded to said 
request; when 

Mr. CALHOUN moved that the House adjoura 
till tə-morrow, which was agreed to; and 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Touespay, January 7, 1840. 

Mr. LUMPKIN preeenied two letters from 
General Wool, sustaining the claim of George W. 
Paschall; which were referred to the Commiitee on 
Claims. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the petition of Joseph 
Sawyer; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, the 
petition and papers of Wiiliam Eaton, now on the 
files of the Senate, were referred to the Committee 
on Claims, 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, the several me- 
morials on the subject of the regulation of steam- 
boats, now on file, were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Missouri, praying the establishment of 
a port of entry and a custom-house at some point — 
on the Missouri river, and that adrawback be al- 
Jowed to traders engaged in the commerce with 
San'a Fe; which, afier some very interesting re- 
marks of Mr. L. on the character and great im- 
portance of the trade to the country, its annual di- 
minution, and the danger of its comple annihi'a- 
tion, if some measures were Rot speedily taken 
by Congress, was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. a : 

Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of the heirs 
of Christopher Tompkins; which was referred to 
the Commiitee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the memorial of Enoch Baldwin; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the papers on file in 
the case of Isaac Collier, were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce; and the papers of John Lang 
were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, ordered that the 
petition of E. W. and H. Smith, on the files of the 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims; 
and that the petition of Betsey Booth, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pen- 

sions. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of a 
number of citizens of St. Mary’s parish, La. praying 
a repeal of the present naturalization Jaws; which 
was réferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


| morial of a number of settlers on the mineral lands 


| Missouri, praying a grant of land for the establish- 
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Mr. WHITE presehted a communication from | 
the Secretary of War, in relation to the removal of 
the Stockbridge and Munsee Indians; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of Charles 
A. Stewart; wh'ch was referred to the Committee : 
on Private Land Claims. ; 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, to which had been referred 

A bill for the graduation and reduction of the 
price of the public lands, reported the same with 
amendments; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill for the relief of William 
Jones, reported the same without amendment. 


Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to which | 
had been referred the petition of John S. Wilson, © 


reported a bill for his relief. 
Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the me- 


in Illinois, praying to be allowed the right of pre- 
emption to said lands, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration; which, after some re- 
matks by Messrs. LINN, WALKER and PREN- 
TISS, was agreed to. 


Mr. P. also, from the same committee, asked | 


to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the memorial of the General Assembly of 


ment ofa system of common schools; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to whish had been referred the fol- 
lowing bills, reported the same without amend- 
ment: 

A bill for creating a new land district in the 
State of Missouri, and for changing the boundaries 
of the southwestern and western land districts in 
said State. 

A bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to cause the reserved lead mines belonging 
to the United States in the several States and Ter- 
ritories, to te sold as other public lands. 

A bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, and 
the children, of Samuel Hill, deceas?d. 

A billfor the relief of Jane Waller. 

Mr. NORVELL said he had been deputed by 
the Committee on the Public Lancs to make the 
ungracicus, and what might perhaps be considered 
the ungallant request, to be discharged from the © 
further consideration of the memoria! of Amerigo 
Vespucci, which had been referred to it; which was 
ageed lo. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the fo!- 
lowing bills, reported the same without amend 
ment: ~ 

A bill to settle the title to certain trac's of lana 
in the State of Arkansas. 


A bill to authorize the inhabitants of township | 
eight north, range thirty-two west, in the State of | 
Arkansas, to enter a sect’on of land in lieu of the | 
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the sixteenth section in said township, upon condi- | 


tion that the same is surrendered to the United | 


S:ates for military purposes. 

A biil to revive an act authorizing certain sol- 
diers in the late war to surrender the bounty lands 
drawn by them, and to locate others in lieu thereof, 
and for other purposes. 

A bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan- 
sas, who lost their improvements in consequence of 


| atreaty between the United States and Choctaw 


Indians. f 
Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred the bill for the relief of 


Joseph Paxton, reported the same without amend. | 


ment, 

_, Mr. GRUNDY, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill to | 
authorize the State of Tennessee to issue grants 
and perfect titles to certain lands therein described, 
and to settle the claims to the vacant and unappro- | 
priated lands within the same; which was read : 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Public | 


Lands. j 
_ Mr. ROBINSON, in pursuance of Previous no- 
t-ce, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill for 


the relief of J. M. Strader; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on the Pest office 
and Post Roads. ; 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to allow draw- 
back of daties on merchandise exported, via Mis- 
souri, to the provinecs of Mexico, for the Indian 
trade, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. ; 

Mr. FULTON, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide 
for the defence of the western borders of the Slates 
of Louisiana, Missouri, and Arkansas; which wes 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. ; 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Commitlee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the bill for the 
payment of damages to individua!s who had suf- 
fered losses by Indian depredations, reported the 
same with sundry amendments. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to bring a bill to re- 
vive the act entitled an act to enable claimants to 
land within the limits of Missouri and the Terri- 
tory of Arkansas, to institute proceedings to tiy the 
validity of their claims, approved May 26, 1834, 
and an act amending the same, and to extend the 
provisions of said acts to claimants to lands withia 
ihe State of Louisiana; which was ead twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

The resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Linn, as follow:: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be di- 
rected respecifully to request annually of the Go- 
vernors of the different States and Territories of 
the United States to furnish, for the use of the Con- 
gressional Library, all reports and documents ia 
their possession in relation to the geology and mi- 
neralogy of their respective States and Territories; 

And the resolutions submitted yesterday by 
Messrs. NorveLL, Cray of Alabama, and Pierce, 
were severally considered and agreed te. 

Mr. PIERCE submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing the Postmaster General 
to procure maps of the post offices and post roads, 
for the use of the Pust Office Department. 

Mr. YOUNG offered the fallowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquie into the expediency 
of making an additional appropriation of land, or 
of authorizing the issuing of land scrip, for the sa- 
lisfaction of the outstanding military bounty Jand 
warrants, issued or to be issued under the authori- 
ty of the Wnited States to the soldiers of the late 
war with Great Britain or their legal representa- 
tives. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was, by unanimous consent, considered 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senete the amount 
accrued of the two per cent. of the nett proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands within the limits of the 
State of Mississippi, reserved under the compact 
by Congress with said State upon her admission 
into the Union, for making a road or roads leading 
to said State; also,what amount, if any,of said Two 
per cent. fund, has been appropriated by Congress 
for said purpose, and whether sa'd compact as to 
said fund still remains unfulfilled, and what grants 
of land, if any, have been made by Congress to 
the State of Mississippi for the purposes of inter- 
nal improvement. T 

On motion by Mr. GRUNDY, the resolution 
submit'ed some days since by Mr. Benton, relative 
to the assumption of State debts, was taken up, 

Mr. G. then moved thatit be referred to a select 
committee of seven, to be appointed by the Crair. 

Mr. PRESTON, while he coincided with the 
sentiments of the resolution, and of the remarks of 
the Senator who introduced it, was averse to 
legislating prospectively and hypothetically; and 
after some further remarks, moved that the resolur 
tion be laid on the table. 


~ 


Mr. CLAY ðf Alabama asked for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

The question was then taken on laying the reso- 
lution of Mr. Benton on the table, and decided in 
the ngative—ayes 15, noes 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messis. Betis, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Mer- 
ric'r, Prentiss, Pres'on, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, White of Indiana, and White of Tea- 

` nessee—15, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
ann, Cathoun, C:ay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Lion, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Nor- 
veil, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connec- 
tieu!, Suanze, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, 
Wright, aod Young—25. 

Mr. BENTON said that he wished the usual 
practice of the body, which was to appoint the 
mover of resolutions a member of any committee 
raised to consider them, to be dispensed with on 
this occasion. He had offered these resolutions, 
and submitted his views on them to the Senate and 
to the country, and he now wished them to pass 
into other hands. 


The question was then taken on Mr.Gronpy’s | 


motion, which was agreed to, and the resolution 
was referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Groxpy, Lumegin, Smita of Indiana, 
Youne, HossarD, A LLEN, and MERRICK. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said that he had expressed 
yesterday, and reflection had confirmed it, a cor- 
dial concurrence in the doctrines contained in the 
resolation and the remarks of the Senator from 
Missoari; but as it was on his motion that it was 
laid on tne table, he thoyght proper to say that it 
was from no idie motive that he had made the mo- 
tion. He thought it would be desirable to present 
them in a more condensed form, and that that con- 
densation would meet the views of the honorable 
mover of the resolution. He had therefore embo- 
died in a single resolution, the substance of the 
first three propositions, which he asked might be 
read; which was cone, as follows: 

Resolved, That the assumption by the Gene- 
ral Government of the debts of the States con- 
tracted for local purposes—wheiher it shall be a 
direct assumption, which would make the General 
Government res; onsible for said debts, or indirect, 
by a distribation of public money among the S'a‘es, 
to enable them to pay their debis, or a ple ige of 
public lands for the said parpose, or otherwise— 
would be impo'itic and dangerous; vnjast and une- 
qual among the members of the Union, and wholly 
unauthorized by t e let:er or spirit of the Constitu- 
tion. 

He hoped this would be referred to the select 
committee, and be printed; which was agreed to. 

The CHAIR submitted a communication from 


. 
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other five seats being, de facto, at this time vacant. 
Under these circumstances, it is our most solemn 
duty todetermine who are entitled to these five 
seats. Itis usual fer gentlemen contesting seats 
here to bring their claims before the House by pe- 


| tition or memorial, showing the grounds on which 


such claims test. But (said Mr. C.) we have waited 
from day to day, since the last decision of the House 


: on this subject, without hearing from either of the | 


: them. 


the Secretary of State, in relation to the repealof - 


certain sanitary regulations by the French Govern- 


ment; which was referred to the Committee on Com | 


merce. 
Also, a communication from the Secretary of 


War, in relation to the purchase of an island at the | 
confluence of the Mississippi and St. Peters rivers; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Military | 


Affairs. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The bill for the armed occupation and settlement 


of that part of Florida now overran by hostile j 


bands of Indians, being the special order of the 
day, was taken up, and 
Messrs. BENTON, TAPPAN, and PRESTON 
addressed the Senate on the provisions of the bill, 
when it was informally passed over. 
The bill making appropropriations for the remo- 
vat of the raft in Red river, was, on motion of Mr. 
KING, taken up, and after some remarks by him, 
‘was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
. The Senate then went into Executive business; 
after which it adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tursoay, January 7, 1840. 


Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina rose and 


said: This House, Mr. Speaker, has a high consti- 
tutional duty to perform. One of the States of this 
Union, the State of New Jersey, which is entitled 
to six Representatives on this floor, has but one, the 


parties who came here claiming to be Representa- 
tives from New Jersey; and it being the solemn 
duty of the House to come to some decision on the 
subject, he, as chairman of the Committee of 
Elections, had felt bound to bring the matter before 
Me. C. therefore moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to offer the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That all papers or other testimony in 
possession of, or within the conirol of this House, 
in relation to the late election in New Jersey for 
Representatives in the Twenty-sixth Congress of 

e United Siates, be referred to the Committee of 
E'ections, with instructions to inquire and report 
who are entitled to occupy, as members of this 
House, the five contested seats from that State, 
and that the committee have power to send for per- 
sons and papers, 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be served 
on Jonn B. Aycriaa, Jeun P. B. MaxwELL, WIL- 
LUM Hatstep, CuarLes C. Stratton, THomas 
Jones Yorke, Peter D. Vroom, PuiLemon Dick- 
ERSoN, WiLLiaM R. Ccoper, Daniek B. RYALL, 
and Josera Kite, all citizens ef New Jersey, 
claiming to be Representatives from that State in 
this Congress, and that the service be made upon 
each gentleman perscnally, or by leaving a copy at 
his usual residence. 

Mr. BELL said he had prepared some resolu- 
tions, which he wished to be read for the informa- 
tion of the House, that would probably supersede 


| those propcsed by the gentleman from South Caro- 


lina. He understood that there were five gentle- 
men still in attendance here, who had been here 
from the commencement of the session, who 
claimeil the right to sit and vete as members from 


| the State of New Jersey. He was also informed 


that these gentlemen exercised the frankiog privi- 
lege, received their daily supply of stationery, and 
had marked seats in the hall with their names, as 
members of the House. Now, such gross irregu- 
larity as this was unparalle!ed in the practice of 
the House. Tnese gentlemen had the right to be 
qualified and admitted, or to be informed that they 
could not be so; and it was the duty of the House 
to decide at once either that they were or were not 
members. Mr. B. said that the resolution which 
he was about te offer was a question of privilege, 
and he hoped the Crair would s> decide it. 

Mr. B. then sent the following resolutions to the 
Cuair, which were read: 

Resolved, That Paitemon Dickerson, Perer D. 
Vroom, Wittiam R. Course, Davin B. Ryatt, and 
Josern Kitts, who are in attendance, claiming to 
be admitted to sit and vote in this House, as Re- 
presentatives from the State of New Jersey, are not 
and cannot be legally and constitutionally members 
of this body, until the regular returns, or certifi- 
cates of election, granted to five other-duly quali- 
fied persons by the Governor and Council of said 
Siate, in the exercise of the authority vested in 
them by the laws of said State, passed in con- 
formity: with the Constiiution of the United States, 
shall have been set aside or adjudged void, upon 
due investigation had in the form and manner 
prescribed by the laws and usages of the House. 

Resolved, Toat the House having decided that 
Jonn B. Aycrice, Wittiam Hatsrep, Joun P. B. 
MAaxwELL, CHARLES C. Sraarron, and THOMAS 
Jongs Yoaxe, the persons having the regular and 
legal certificates of election, shall not be admitted 
to sit in this House and vote as other members, 
until it shall have established, by sufficient proof, 
that there was no fraud, mistake of the law, or 
other error, made or committed by the Governor 


and Counc'l of New Jersey, in the returns or cer- - 


tificates of election granted as aforesaid; and said 
decision being contrary to the usual practice of the 
House in such cases, the SPEAKER be directed to 
notify the Governor and Couneil of New Jersey of 
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the proceedings of the House in the premises, to 
the end that the people of the said State may be 
duly informed of the causes which have, for -the 
present, deprived them of the services of five of the 
Representatives to which they are entitled by the 
laws and Constitution. 

Resolved, That the returns, and all other papers 
or test mony in possession of the House relating to 
the five vacant seats in the New Jersey delegation, 
be, referred to the Committee of Elections; and 
that the said committee proceed to examine the re- 
turns, and all other testimony which may be sub- 
mitted to them, according to the rules and orders 
of the House; and that said committee first decide 
and report to the House who are entitled to sit 
and vote as members by the returns. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired whether these resolu- 
tions were in order. He offered one the other day, 
which was decided notto bein order, precisely 
similar in its terms to the first resolution of the 
gentleman from Tennessee. 

The SPEAKER said the resolutions of the gentle- 
man were only read for the information of the 


_ House. ; 


Mr. VANDERPOEL asked if he understood the 
gent'eman from Tennessee correctly, as saying 
that Messrs. Dickerson, Vroom, KiLte, Coopgr, 
and Ryat claimed their szats without a reference 
to the Committee of Hiections. 

Mr. BELL understood that these gentlemen had 
marked their seats on the floor, were exercising the 
franking privilege, and received stationery from 
the Clerk, all of which privileges be!onged only to 
members of the House. Mr. B. wanted to know 
whether they still claimed the'r rights as members, 
or whether they abandoned them. If they had 
abandoned their rights, they were liable to serious 
penalties for exercising the privileges they did. 

Mr. RAMSEY said he should like to know 
whether this was a privileged mction or not; be- 
cause the other day when he offered a petition from 
the citizens of the Third Congressional District of 
Pennsylvania, claiming their right to be repre- 
sen'ed here by the person they had elected, and 
asking an investigation in‘o the frauds by which a 
person who was not lawfully a Represen‘ative 
[Mr. Nayzor] had taken his seat here, it was de- 
cided that this petition could not be received with- 
outa suspension of the rules; and when the ques- 
tion was put on the motion to suspend them, the 
gentleman from Tennessee, who now raises this 
question of privilege, voted against the suspension. 

Tne SPEAKER said that the motion of the 
gentleman from Tennessee was not, io his opinion, 
one of privilege.- Tae cnly question of privilege 
arising ot of this case, which would supersede the 
motion’ of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
would be the coming forward of the five gentlemen 
named, and their claiming to be sworn. Were 
they to come forward and claim to be sworn, the 
Spcaxer would consider it a question of organiza- 
tion, and would feel it to be his duty to decide it 
previous to entertaining any other question. He 
could not, as the gentleman from ‘Tennessee inii- 
mated, consider this as a privileged que-tion on the 
information of a gentleman tising in his place; but 
the members claiming their seais must of them- 
selves come forward and ask to be sworn, and then 
he would coasider it a question overriding ali 
others; and would decide upon iifat once, The mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Tennesee, in bis opi- 
nion, could not supersede that of the gentlenan 
from South Carolina. . 

Mr. RICE GARLAND appealed from the deci- - 


| sion of the CHa. Assumiog the position of the 


Cmar to be correct, he would ask by what autho- 
rity did the gentleman from South Carolina offer 
his resolution. If Mr. Dickerson aad his asso- 
ciates did not come forward and claim to be sworn, 
what right had the gentleman from South Carolina 
to move to send their case to the Committee of 
Elections. He understood the gentleman from 
N. York, [Mr. Vanperrort,]to state that these gen- 
tlemen d:d not now claim the right to take theirsea's. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked leave to expan 
what he didsay. The members from New Jersey, 
Messrs. Dickerson and others, were disposed to 
submit to the expressed will of the House, in the 
decision made in the case of their opponents. They 
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regarded that decision as indicative of the determi- 
nation of the House to permit neither set cf the 
contesting claimants to take their seats until an 
investigation by the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said the gentleman from 
Louisiana asks by what authority I introduce this 
resoiution. Jt is known to all that the State of 
New Jersey is entitled to six Representatives, and 
that she now has but one. The House has decided 
that one set of the claimants to the five vacant seats 
shall not be admitted; and since that decision they 
had waited trom day to day without receiving any 
petition or memorial on the subject from either of 
the contending parties. He thought, therefore, it 
was the duty of the House to ascertain and decide 
who are entitled to take the vacant seats as mem- 
bers from New Jersey, and he also thought that 
the duty devolved on him, as chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elections, to submit the resolation. 

Mr. GARLAND contended that the House had 
nothing to do with the matter until these five gen- 
tlemen come forward and demand to be sworn in 
as members. The House had decided that the 
other five should not be permitted io take their 
seats, and it had now nothing further to do but to 
inform the Executive of New Jersey that the five 
seats are vacant. 

Mr. POPE agreed with the gentleman from 
South Carolina, and thought that his motion was a 
privileged one. He had prepared a set of resolu- 
tions himself, which he should have submitted this 
morning if he could have got an opportunity of 
doing so; and, in submitting it, he shou'd have con- 
tended that it was a privileged motion. Indeed, 
he viewed it as a question of the highest privilege, 
and he hoped the Spzaker would decide it to be 
so, and by this means bring the matter directly be- 
fore the House. Mr. P. then submitted the reso- 
lution, which was read at his request for the in- 
formation of the House. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Vt. said that the gentle- 
man had predicated a privileged question upon 
mere ramor, and that no question of fact was be- 
fore the House upon which to base such a motion; 
that the question could not arise, unless the claim- 
ants presented themse!ves to be qualified, which 
had not been done. 

Mr. BRIGGS supposed that the question before 
the House was the resolution of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, and he desired that it might 
be read. [The resoiution was read according!y.} 
If the Crair did not decide the resolution to be a 
privileged motion,as he conceived it to be one of the 
highest order, he hoped it would be received with 
the unabimons consent of the House. 

The SPEAKER said if no objection was made, 
the rule would be considered as suspended by gene- 
ral consent, and the resolution as before the House. 

No objection being made, 

Mr. ADAMS said he had no objection to the 
adoption of the resolution; but he would suggest to 
the Sreaxer anà the House that there appeared to 
him to be.a preliminary reso'ution which should 
first occupy the time of the House. That itshould 
be made the duly of the Spraxer to inform the 
Governor cf New Jersey that his commission had 
been rejected by this Hoose. It appeared to him 
that it was the first step that should be taken. 
Party principles and party interest, he taid, had 
deprived a State of its representation; and it was 
due that the Executive Government of that sove- 
teiga State should be informed what bad been 
done-by this House, and why it had created a va- 
cancy and had excluded five of its Represen- 
tatives. > 

[Mr. Horrman here was, by general consent, per- 
mitted to make a report from the Committee on the 
Rules, which was ordered to be printed, and made 
the order of the day for Thursday next. 

Mr. Bangs presented some documents on the 
game subject, which were also ordered to be 
printed ] 

Mr. FILLMORE desired to know of ihe chair- 
man of the committee what evidence there was in 
possession of the House upon which the resolution 

was to operate. He had no recollection that any 
had been offered; and he did not understand that 
there was any mode by which evidence could be 
before the House but by its being presented to it. 
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He wished, also, to know of the chairman whether 
he proposed to refer to the Committee of Elec- 
tions the whole case, or the simple ques- 
tion as to who were entitled to be received 
in the first instance as sitting members. He wished 
to know if the gentleman proposed to keep the seats 
from New Jersey vacant until a decision should 


be made as to who were duly e’ected, or until the | 


commiitee should repoit who were entitled to take 
the seats as s.tting members under the returns. 
Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the credentials 
ot the Governor had already been presenied to the 
House, and the House had decided that the gentle- 
man presenting them should not take their seats. 
His expectations, therefore, were that the Commit- 
tee of Elections would not only consider who were 
duly elected, but who were entitled to the returns. 
Mr. FILLMORE said if that was the case, he 
wou'd venture to assert that the five vacant seats 
of the members from New Jersey would remain 
vacant until the Ist of June next. He did not 
know whether the House had gone too far to re- 


McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, 
Medill, Montanya, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Mor- 
ris, Calvary Moiris, Naylor, Newhard, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborre, 
Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Peck, Pickens, Pope, 
Prentiss, Ramsey, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Ridg- 
way, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Sergeant, 
Shaw, Shepard, Slade, Albert Smith, John Smith, Truman 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Srong, Stuart, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Taylor, Francis 
Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, 
Vanperpoel, David D. Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, 
Watterson, Weller, Edward D. White, John White, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, Wise, and Worthington—182- : 

NAYS—Measrs. Barnard, Bell, Anson Brown, Chinn, Chit. 
tenden, Mark A. Cooper, John W. Davis, Rice Garland, 
Gates, Giddings, Green, James, Charles Johnston, William 
Cost Johnson, Palen, Proffit, Rayner, Russell, Stanly, Storrs, 
Underwood, ‘Thomas W., Williams, and Lewis Williame—23. 


The question then coming up on the resolution of 


Mr. Camps éLy, 


Mr BELL moved to amend it by striking out all 


after the word “resolved,” and inserting his reso- 


cede; but he did hope that it was not yet beyond its . 


power to correet the error into which it had fallen, 
and to decide that some persons must take seats as 
Representatives from New Jersey. He would pre- 
fer that this resolution should be so worded as to 
authorize the committee to inquire who had the 


lutions ac a sehstitute. 

Mr. Riv ss rose for the purpose of objecting to 
any amendmen’'s to the resolution. He vo'cd for 
the suspension of the rules, for the purpose of voting 
on the resolution of the gentleman from South 


. Carolina, and not for the purpose of voting on 


documentary evidence cf membership; and after- 


wards they should inquire if there was any evi- 
dence impeaching it. It seemed to him that this 
was but justice to New Jersey, who had too long 
been deprived of her full representation there, and 
that the House had not advanced too far to deprive 
itself of the power to do this act of justice. 

Mr. JOHNSON of ‘Tennessee said if gentlemen 
felt as he did with regard to the State of New Jer- 
sey being deprived of her representaton, they 
would be satisfied that this matier ought long ago 
to have been referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions. He thought it was time the question was 
settled, and therefore he moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

The CHAIR being about to put the question, 


A discussion ensued involving the questicn | 


whether the rules had been suspended by general 
consent, as suggested by Mr. Bricas, the Crain 
being under the impression that no objection was 
made when he stated that the rules would be con- 
sidered as suspended unless objection were made, 
while Mr. GARLAND of Lou. Mr. ADAMS, 
and Mr. COST JOHNSON denied that they had 
consented—Mr. GARLAND stating that he had 
expressly objected; after which, 

The SPEAKER said that, although he had been 
under the impression that no objection was made 
to the suspension of the rules, and had so stated 
the fact to the House, yet, upon the evidence of 
the gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. Gartann,} 
that he had objected, he would now put the ques- 
tion, “Shall the rules be suspended?” 

Mr. BOTTS rose to ask the chairman of the 
committee to accept a modification of his reso'u- 


amendir.::4.%4. 

Mr. RANDOLPH here offered the following 
amendment ts the amendment of Mr. BELL, to 
come in after the words “ the Governor and Coun- 
cil of New Jersey; and Mr. Bett accepted it as 


: a modification of his motion: 


“That the commissions issued by him, according 
to the laws of said State, to Jonn B. Aycrica, Joun 
P. B. Maxwecyt, Witiiam HALSTED, CHARLES C. 
Srratron,and Tuomas Jones Yorke, have not been 
deemed sufficient by the Huuse to authorize them 
holding the same to be sworn in as members of this 
House.” 

Mr. BELL then addressed the House at length in 
support of his resolutions, going into the general 
mertisof the whole question with regard to the 
New Jersey election. 

Mr. DUNCAN followed in reply, in the course 
of which he brought out much valuable testimony 
in elucidation of the subject; but, betore conclud- 
ing, Mr. D. yielded the floor to 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, who moved that the 


| House adjourn; but withdrew his motion at the re- 


quest of 

Mr. JONES of Va. who moved to refer the re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury on the 
finances, which was lying on the table, to the Com- 


| mittee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. WISE said, with the understanding that this 
reference was notto interfere with the reference of 
the President’s message, he had no objection. 

The SPEAKER said, that the reference could 
only be done by the general consent of the House. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON objected. 

Mr. JONES then moved a suspension of the 
rules ‘o enable him to make the reference; and 
upon inat nvestion the yeas and nays having been 


: called for, 


tion; the substance of which was, that the commit- | 
tee should first consider and decide on the returns of 


the Governor of Pennsylvania. 


Mr. CAMPBELL replied, that he would with |: 


pleasure accept the modifica'ion suggested by the - 


gentleman from Virginia, but for the reason that 
the House had alr: ady decided that aues'ion. 


Mr. GRIFFIN having callcd for the yeas and | 


nays, 

The question was here taken, oa the suspen- 
sion of the rules, and carred—yeas 182, nays 23, as 
follows: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Judson Allen, John W. 
Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Simeon H. Anderson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Banks, Beirne, Biddle, Black, Blackwell, Bond, 
Botts, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Aaron V. Brown, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William O. 
Butler, Calkoun, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, 


Carr, Carroli, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Clark, Clifford, Coles, || 


James Coeper, Corwin, Crabb, Craig, Cranston, Crary, Crock- 
ett, Crosa, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Davies, Garret 
Davis, Dawson, Dillett, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, 


Mr. JOHNSON withdrew his objection, and the 
question of reference was put and carried. 

Mr. JONES moved an adjournment; which mo- 
tion was lot. 

Mr. WISE moved to take up the bill making 
appropriations in part for the support of Govern- 
ment, whieh had been returned from the Senate 
with OS amendments; which motion was 
agres 

Mr. EVANS said that the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill made it necessary to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union to 
consider said amendments, and accordingly made 
that motion; which was agreed to. 

The House then went into committee on said 
bill, Mr. Banks in the chai”. 


Mr. EVANS explained that the amendment of 
the Senate did not involve any additional appro- 


_ priation—it only specified that $50,000 of the sum 
. appropriated was for lithcgraphy and printing exe- 


Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, James Garland, Gentry, Goggin, | 
Gonde, Graham, Granger, Graves, Griffin, Habersham, Hall, `: 


Hammond, Hand, William S. Tastings, John Hastings, 


Henry, John Hill of Virginia, John Hill of North Carolina, - 


Hillen, Hoffman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, 
Hunt, Jackeon, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 


Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kempshall, Lawrence, | 


Leadbetter, Leet, Lenard, Lewis, Lincoln, Lowell,. Lucas, 


cuted for the last Congress. 

Mr. WISE asked if the amendment of the Se- 
nate appropriating $50,000 was for arrearages or 
for money al:eady expended; because if it were 
prospective, he should vote against it. 

Mr. EVANS said it was for money expended in 


lithography and printing ordered at the last session 
of Congress, which the contingent fund was insuf- 
ficient! to meet. 

Tne amendments having been agreed to, the 
committee then rose and reported the bill to the 
Hoase; and 

Tre Hous? then concurred in the amendments of 
tha Senate. 

Mr. EVANS said beore this bill could be finally 
passed intoa law it was necessary to appoint the 
usual joint Committee on Enrolled Bills, and with 
that view he mcve to take up the joint resolution 
of the Senate fur the appointment of said com- 
mittee; which motion was agreed to, and the re- 
solution was con’ urred in. 

Mr. CROCKETT gave notice that on to-morrow, 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill to amend the 
actentitied “an a:t!o authorize the State of Tennes- 
seeto issue gran s and to perfect titles to lands there’n 


described, and t' settle the claims to vacant and 


unappropriated Inds within the same.” 
On motion of Mr. DUNCAN, 
Tae House then adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
? Wepnrspay, January 8, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a communication from 
the S cretary of War, transmitting a statement 
showing the contingent expenses of the military 
establishment during the year 1839; which was 
laid on the table and ordered to te printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
War, ia reply to the resoiution of the Senate of the 
27ih December, in relaaon to permit ing ce taia 
officers of the ar ny to reare upon half pay; which 
was laid on ih- tab.e, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a commanicauom from the Postmaster 
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Territory of Wisconsin, praying the confirmation 
of the tides of Fiancis Laventure and others to 
cer:ain lands in said Territery ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Privaie Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, it was ordered that 


the petition of Noah Miller, on file, be referred to ` 


the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, it was ordered 
that the memorials of Willam A. Whitehead; the 
petition of Thomas Jefferson Smith; the petiticn of 
a number of citizens of New York; and other pa- 
persin relation to the establishment of a port of 
en'ry at Indian Key, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of W. W. 
Moulton and two hundred and seventy-three other 
citizens of Ohio, praying for a reduction of the post- 
age on letters, so that none should exceed ten 
cents; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Posi Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. LINN submitted additional decuments in 
the case of Albin Mitchell in behalf of the heirs of 
Madam: De Lusser; which were referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 


heirs of James Simpson, praying confirmation of 


: title toa tract of land, was ordered to be printed. 


General, showing the contingent expenses of that |: 
Department for the year 4839; which was referred | 


tv the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
and orde eu to be printed. 

Tne CHAIR presenwa a memorial from Samuel 
Norris, praying that hus right to certain lands may 
not be javalidated by the raty with the Caddo In- 
dians; which, on mouon by Mr. MOUTON, 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. . 

. The CHAIR presentea we memorial of the Le- 
gislative Counci! of the‘Merritcry of Iowa, praying 
a donation of land for dus purposes of education; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


Also, a memorial frees the same body, praying | 


the establishment of cortam post routes; which was 
referied to the Commuwe on the Posi Office and 
Pow Roads, and ordereu two be printed. 


Also, a memoriat or we same body, praying a | 


settlement of the conwmed bouncary line between 
said Teriitory and neate of Missouri; which was 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ; 


ordered to be printed. 


Mr. NORVELL presented a petition of Jeshua ` 
Howard, of the county of Wayne, State of Mich'- ` 


gan, praying for uw passage of an act confirming 
to him his clan wo a trac: of land south of the 


river Rouge, in nat State; which was referred to | 


the Committee cn Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of a 
number of citizens or Milwaukie, Wisconsin, pray- 
ing an appropriasson for the construction of a har- 
bor at that p'ac+; wh'ch was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Come erce. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, it was ordered 


that he petition of Willitm Dickinson, on the files | 


of the Senate, te referred 19 the Committee on In- © 


dian Affair... : 

On motion by Mr. WALKER, it was ordered 
that the memoriai of Joseph Roby, on the files of 
the Senate, be ze erred to the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands; and thatthe memorial of Joseph Rad- 
cl.ff, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Commitiee on Cinim:. 


Mr. SMITH or rmcwue presented the petition | 


of Zidock Smit, paying remuneration fur ex:ra 
work done by ium on tse Cumberland Road; 
whic’) was r. ferred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana, presented the memo- 


ria) of the inhabitants of the county of Milwaukie, | 


Mr. WALL, from the Commi:tee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which had teen referred a petition of the 


owners of the ship Alleghany, asked to be dis- j 
charged from its further consideration, and that it | 


be referred to the Committee on Ciaims; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the petition of the heirs of Francis 
Newman, reported a bill for their relief; which was 
read, and ordered toa second reading. 

_Mce.W. also, from the same committee, to which 
had been refi rred 

A bill respecting the heirs of Agnes Dundas; 
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Younu and NorveLL were severally considered and 
agreed to: i 
Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, by unanimous consent, was considered 
and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


| instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
. blishing a port of entry at Miesi:sissippi city, in the 


State of Mississippi. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following motions 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Comm 'ttee on the Public Lands 
be instruc'ed to inquire into he expediency of autho- 
rizing and requiring the Registers and Receivers of 
the United States land cflices, in their offices, and 
within their districts, respectively to administer 
caths in all cases where, by law, or the rules of the 


_ Treasury or Land Office Department, affidavits or 


oaths arer-quired to be made previous to the pur- 
chase or entry of any tract of land, without any 
fee or extra compensation for such service. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing ports of entry and delivery, or ports of de- 


:. livery, at the cities of Chicago, Alton, and Cairo, 
On moticn by Mr. LINN, the petition of the © 


in the State of Hiincis. 

Resolved, That the Committee cn Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the exped ency of esta- 
blishing a hospital for the accommodation of sick 
and disabled toatmen and indigent passengers, na- 
vigating the Obio and Mississippi riveis, at the 
city of Cairo, in the State of Illinois. 

Resetved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
specific appropriations for the improvement of the 
Rock river and Des Moines rapids of the Missis- 
sippi river, so as to make said river navigable for 
steamboats at all seasons of the year when the na- 


| vigation is not cbstructed by ice. 


A bi'l for the relief of the assiguees of Louis Ba- | 


ron De Ferrier; and 

A bll to amend the act entitled, “An act to 
amend the several acts respecting copyright; 

Reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
the Public Lands, to which had ben referred a bill 
to confirm to the State of Indiana the land selected 
by her for toat portion of the Wabash and Erie 


Canal, which lies between the mouth of the Tippe- | 


canoe river and Terre Haute, and for other pur- 
pores, reported the same without amendment. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce beg 


` instructed to inquire into the expediency of estan 


Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on the ' 


Jadiciary, to which had been referred a bill to 
amend “an act to prohibit the importation of slaves 
inte any port or place within the jur.sdiction of 


| the United States, from and afier the first cay of 
| January, in the year of our Lord one thou-and 


eight hundred and eight, approved the second day 
of March, 1807,” reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. ROBINSON, fom the Committee cn the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to whch had been re- 
ferred 

A bill for the relief of the Steamboat Company 
of Nantucke!; and 

A bill for the relief of J. M. Stader; 

Reported the same without amendm< nt. 


Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the ` 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which hal been re- | 


ferred a bill for the rlief of Avery, Saltmarsh and 
Company, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. YOUNG, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce the fol'owing bills: 

A bill for the rel‘ef of Samue! Fe guson; 

A bill for the relief of John Richey; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Hanks; 

A bill for the :eief of David McNair; 

A bill for the re'ief of James H. Ra’ston; 

A bill for the relief of Alfie! Westfal ; 

A bil for the retief of Denn's Quinlivan; 

A bill for the relief of Charles A. Do“d; 

A bill for the relief of John L. Scott; and 

A bill for the relief of William Bennett; 


which were severally read’ twice, and referred to | 


the Committee on Claims. 
The resolutions submitted yesterday by Messrs. 


blishing a marine hospital for the accommodation 
of sick and disabled boatmen and passengers on ` 
the Ohio river, at. Evansville, in the State of In- 
diana; and that the papers and documents relating 
to the same, submitted to the Senate at the last ses- 
sion, together with all cther papers relative to thë 
establishment of marine hospitals on the Western 
waters, be referred to said committee. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill making appropriations for the removal 
of the raft in Red river, came up on its third read- 
ing; and, alter some remarks from Messrs. CRIT- 
TENDEN, SEVIER, PIERCE, MOUTON, 


| KING, and DAVIS, was read a taird time, and 


essed. 

The bill for the armed occupation and settle- 
ment of thatpart of Florida overrun by hostile 
bands of Indians was taken up, and 
. Mr. CLAY of A’abama addressed the Senate at - 
length in reply to the remarks of Mr. PRESTON, 
and in favor of the bill. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. : 

The bill for the reliefof Walter Loomis and 
Abel Gay, after some remarks by Mr. HUB- 
BARD; 

The bill for the relief of W. N. Rotertson, 
Samuel H. Garrow, and S. W. Simonton; and _ 

Tre bill for the relief of W. A. Whitehead, late 
collecter of the port of Key West, in Florida, after 


© some remarks in their favor by Mr. WRIGHT; 


The bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; and _ 
The bill forthe relief of Richard T. Banks, 


ii afier some remarks ia their favor by Mr. WHITE 


of Tennes-ee; and 

The jcint resolution authorizing the President to 
cause certain surveys to be made; 
were severally ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bi!l to remit such duties, and to cancel such 
bonds, as have been required of persons engaged 
in the whale fishe-y, and to restrain all future ex- 
act'ons of duties of such vessels and their cargoes; 
was taken up, and, afier some remarks from 
Messrs. DAVIS and WRIGHT, was informally 
ass ed over. 
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The Senate then went inte Executive business; 
after which it 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wennespay, January 8, 1840. 

Mr. BRIGGS said it was stated on the journal 
of yesterday, that after the suspension of the rules, 
on the motion of the gentleman from South Carc- 
lina to introduce his resolutions referr:ng the tes- 
umony relative to the New Jersey contest to the 
Committee of Elections, he subsequently moved to 
modify the same, to which the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Rives] is made to object. It is a 
mistake of the CLerg in making up the journal. 
Certainly every gentleman has the right to medify 
his own resolation, Mr. B. moved to strike out 
that part of the journal. 

Mr. RIVES said he found he was misunder- 
stood in making the objection, and hoped he would 
be excused by the House in making an -explana- 
tion. He was of the opinion that the gentleman 
from South Carolina had nct the right to amend his 
resolution in any one respect whatever. He is re- 
ported as having objected to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Tennessee. It was not the fact. 
He objected to the modification of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, because the rules had been 
suspended fora particular resolution. Mr. R. 
moved to amend the amendment of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, as follo ws: 

“After the suspension of the rule, Mr. CamPBELL 
proposed to modify his resolution so as to enlarge 
the powers of the committee, To this motion Mr. 
Rivas objected as being out of order, the rules 
having been suspended for a particular object, em- 
braced in the words of the resolution, Action had 
taken place relative to the resolution as soon as the 
Spraker declared the rules suspended for its recep- 
tion; and that it could not then be altered, except 
by general consent, or by vole of the House; for 
the mover of the resolution had no more control 
over it, at that particular stage of the proceeding, 
than any other member who had voted with a view 
to its adoption.” 

The CHAIR stated that the question on the 
amendment to the amendment would be first 


taken. 

Mr. BRIGGS said he had made the suggestion 
to amend the journal because he thought it did not 
state the facts; and that the motion to spread on the 
journal the declaration of members was irregular 
and unusual. He was understood to be opposed 
to the amendment. 

The CHAIR aga‘n stated the question. 

Mr. RIVES said he had refrained from taking 
up any of the time of the House, and did not wish 
to do so now; he merely wanted te place himself 
right on that subject, and had presented the amend- 
ment for that purpose. To save time and discus- 
sion, however, he would withdraw hbis amendment, 
and consent to that of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, 

The question was then taken on Mr. Briaa.’s 
amendment, and carried. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania submitted a 
resolution, which was read as follows, for the in- 
formation of the House: 

Reso'ved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to communicate to this Hou e the late ar- 
rangement made for the transportation of the mail 
between Philadelphia and Washington city; over 
what route the same is carried; whether the dis- 
tance by said route is greater or less than under the 
former arrangement; whether the time required for 
its transportation, between the said places, has 
been increased or diminished by the change; whe- 
ther the communication between New York and 
Boston, and the South and Southwest, has been 
facilitated or retarded thereby, and whether the 
price paid for the transportation of the same has 
been increased or diminished, and what is the 
amount of the difference. 

And whereas it is alleged, to the great discredit 
of the Government, that the Eastern mail has been 
clandestinely and fraudulently tran-milted by the 
agents of the Post Office Department, from Phila- 
delphia to Baltimore, by the cars of the Philadel- 
phia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad Compa- 
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ny, notwithstanding the Postmaster General has 
discontinued his contract with the said compary 
for carrying the said mail: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be re- 
quired to communicate to this House whether it is 
true, asalleged, that such fraud has been commit- 
ted upon the said company by any officer or agent, 
person or persons, connected with, or in the em- 
ployment of, the Post Office Department; and if so, 
whether such officer or agent, person or persons, 
have been removed or discharged; and that a full 
statement of the facts relating to the transaction be 
communicated to this House. 

Objection being made to the reception of the 
resolution at this time, 

Mr. C. moved to suspend the rules to enable 
him to offer it; but before the question was pul, 

Mr. DUNCAN asked if the resolution was in 
order, or could be moved, when another member 
was entitled to the floor, upon another subject. 

The CHAIR understvod the gentleman to have 
yielded the floor for the purpose; to which 

Mr. DUNCAN, however, dissented and claimed 
the floer. 

The resolutions of Mr. Campsett of South 
Carolina, to refer all the testimony in relation to 
the New Jersey disputants to the Committee of 
Elections, and Mr. Berg's substitute for said reso- 
lutions, declaring that the Democratic claimants 


| have not the right to be swora, &c. being the ques- 


tion before the House, 

Mr. DUNCAN, who was entitled to the floor 
upon said question, concluded his very able speech 
in review of the whole subject. He adduced many 
facts, including statements of the polls, aud the 
message of the Governor of New Jersey, in proof 
of the fraud which had been commited to deprive 
the people of that State of their legitimate represen- 
tation, and in justification of the course the House 
of Representatives had pursued in setting aside the 
claimants who hold the certificates. [His remarks 
will be published at length hereafier.] 

Mr. BOTTS having obtained the floor, at the 
solicitation of several members, moved that the 
House adjourn; but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee, to enable him to 
make a motion to refer so much of the report of 
the Secretary of War as relates to Military Affairs 
to the committee on that subject; and subsequently 
to Mr. Sercrant, to make a motion to refer cer- 
tain Senate bills, on the Spzaxer’s table, to appro- 
priate committees; but both motions having elicited 
debate, and objection having been made to said 
references, before the same was disposed of, 

Mr. BOTTS renewed his motion for adjourn- 
ment; which was put, and carried, and 

The House adjourned till to-morrow, 12 o’clock. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuourspay, January 9, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, communicating addi- 
tional information in relation to the disputed boun- 
dary line between the State of Missouri and Terri- 
tory of Iowa; which, on motion by Mr. LINN, with 
all the other papers on the subject, was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a message from the President of the 
United States, showing the operations of the Topo- 
graphical Bureau, during the year 1839; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

- Also, a message from the President of the United 
States, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 30th ult. calling for information in 


relation to the recent suspension of the banks; : 
which was teferred to the Committee on Finance. | 
Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of Samuel | 


J. Smith for a pension; which was referred to the 


! Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the petitfon of 
John P. Converse and Henry J. Rees was taken 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PHELPS presented the petition of Samuel 
Dean; which was referiedto the Committee on 
Pensions. i 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial of Samuel 
Raub, jr. in relation to his safety valve for steamboat 
boilers; which, with a former petition on the same 


i S Sg 
——_— 


subject, and the certificates of a number of cap- 
tains of steamboats, was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented two peti- 
tioas—one from a number of the citizens of the 


city and county of Philadelphia, and the other 
Connecticut, all of 


ness. 
lace is sufficient to enable them to manufacture it 
cheaper than it can be imported; but that silk lace, 
by a recent judicial decision, 1s permitted to be im- 

orted duty free, contrary, as they say, to the spirit 
of the law. They therefore pray a modification of 
the law. The petitions were referred to the Com- 
miltee on Manufactures. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a petition from the 
vestry of St. Philip’s Church of the city of Charles- 
ton, praying a remission of duty on an organ, 1m- 
ported for the use of said church; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of a 
number of American citizens residing in Malaga, 
in the Kingdom of Spain, representing that Ameri- 
can citizens are not permitted the rite of sepulture 
in the places for burial there, but are compelled to 
be carried to the shore of the Mediterranean, 


| where they are suffered to remain. They pray that 
| Congress may make an appropriation which will 
` enable them to procure a place of burial for their 


dead. ‘The memorial was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from John 
S. Roulett; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from the 
president and directors of the Patriotic Bank of 
‘Washington, praying for a renewal of their char- 
ter; which was referred to the Committee on the 
District. 

Mr. M. also presented the petition of Mary 
Prettyman, widow of Thomas G. Prettyman; 
which was referred to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of William Hebb, the keeper 
of the naval magazine in the city of Washington, 
asking an increase of compensation; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the several memo- 
rials now on the fi'es of the Senate, praying for the 
establishment of a light-house at the mouth of Lit- 
tle Egg harbor, were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, the petition and 
papers on file in the case of Joseph Veazey, were 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana presented a memorial 
of citizens of Kosciusko county, Illinois, praying 
for the establishment of a mail route therein desig- 
nated; which was referred tc the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of the 
superior of the religious order of the Ladies of the 
Sacred Heart, acharitable institution for the edu- 


| cation of indigent children in St. Louis, praying 
| for the remission of duties on certain presents im- 
: ported from France; which was referred to the 


Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Commiltee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the memorial of 
James Thompson, agent of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, and 

The memorial of William Strickland and others, 
asked to be discharged from their farther conside- 
ration, and that they be laid on the table; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to whieh 
had been referred the message of the President rela- 
tive to the transfer of appropriations in the War De- 
partment, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be printed; which was 
agreed to, 

Mr.W. also, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the bil! supplementary to the act 
entitled, “An act to establish branches of the Mint 
of the United States, approved March 3, 1635,” 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the memorial of cer- 
tain manufacturers of wool, asked to be discharged 
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m a r 


from its further consideration, and that it lie on the 
table; which was agreed to. 
Mr. H. also from the same committee, to which 


had been referred the message of the President in | 


relation to the transfer of appropriations in the 
Treasury, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be printed; which was 
agreed to, 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to bring ina bill for the 
relief of Peter Warner ; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on the Publ.c Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of notice, asked and 


obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of | 
the legal representatives of Henry J. Pickering ; | 
which was read twice, and ieferred to the Commit- i 


tee on Finance. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the petiticn of 
Samuel H. Thompson, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof, and that it be laid 
on the table; which was agreed to. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval ` 
Affairs, to which had been referred the memorial of | 
Andrew Armstrong, made an adverse report there- | 


oa; which was ordered to be prinied. 

Mr. WALL submitted the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Comunittee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of àbo- 
lishing imprisonment in all cases under and by 
virtue of mesne process issuing out of the courts 
of the United Siates. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
fustracicd to mquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the removal of the obstructions 
in the navigation of the Sound, or Kill, Van Kull, 
ahd in the Raritan or Prince’s Bay, between the 
port of Perth Amboy, in the State of New Jersey, 
and port of New York, ia the State of New York, 
mentioned in the report of Captains Lawrence 
Kearney, John D. Sloat, and M. C. Perry, to the 
Secretary of the Navy, dated December 9, 1837. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instruct- 
ed to repert to the Senate whether Rock Island, in 
the county of Rock Island and State of Illinois, has 
been abandoned as a military post by the troops of 
the United States, and whether the farther reser- 
vation of the same is necessary for the defence of 
the Westera frontier. 

The various resolutions submitted yesterday by 


Messr:. Youne and Smirn of Indiana, were seve- | 


rally considered and agreed to.. 
The resolution submitted by the Committee on 


Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition © 


of William Easby, adverse to that petition, was 
considered and agreed to. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The following bills were taken up on their third 
reading, read a third time, and finally passed, viz: 


The bill for the relief of Walter Loomis and l 


Abel Gay. 
The bill for- the relief of W. N. Robertson, 
- Bamuel H. Garrow, and S. W. Simonton. 


The bill for the relief of W. A. Whitehead, late : 


collector of the port of Key West, in Florida. 
The bill for the re'ief of Benjamin Morphy. 
The bill for the relief of R chard T. Banks. 


The joint resolution authorizing the President to | 


caus ceitain surveys to be made. 


The bill for the armed occupation and settlement . 


of that part of Florida now overran by hostile 
bands of marauding Indians, was taken up on its 
third reading, and Messrs. CRITTENDEN, 
PIERCE, and PRESTON addressed the Sena‘e at 
length on the subject. 


Mr. STRANGE int:mating his intention to speak | 


on the bi'l, on motion, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, January 9, 1840. 
The bill from the Eenate for the relief of John 


H. Jacobs was twice read; and, on the motion of | 
Mr. CURTIS, referred to the Committee of Com- | 


merce. 

Also, Senate bill making appropriation to com- 
plete the removal of raft of Red River, and for 
other purposes, was twice read. 


Mr. CURTIS moved that! it be referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved to refer it to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr McKAY movel to refer it to the Committee 
of WAYS and Means; and 

After some discussion as to the appropriate com- 
mittee to which the same should be referred, in 
which Messrs. CURTIS, VANDERPOOL, 
McKAY, CROSS, BIDDLE, GARLAND of Lov- 
isiana, POPE, EVERETT, and MITCHELL 

artook, 

Mr. PECK moved that the bill do lie on the ta- 
ble; upon which motion 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion, by 
count, that the same do lie on the table, and de- 
cided in the negative—ayes 54, nays 77. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. EVANS, 
SERGEANT, and R. GARLAND, 

Mr. SERGEANT moved to postpone the subject 
until to-morrow ; whi-h was agreed to. - 

Mr. LAWRENCE obtained the general consent 
of the Hou-e to present the memorial of R. B. 
Forbes and others, American citizens, and mer- 
chants in Canton, China, for a naval force to pro- 
tect their persons and the property cf themeel: es 
and their countrymen ; and also to send an agent, 
who shall be authorized to make a commercial 
treaty with that empire; which memorial, on mo- 
tion of Mr. L. was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOFFMAN having called for the special 


order of the day, which was the amendment to the 


. before the House was the res 


' Jersey disputed election to 


rules reported by the committee on that subject, 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that said special 
order be postponed until Taesday next, and that 
the rules of the last Congress be further adopted for 
the government of the House until Thursday next ; 
which motion was agreed 'o. 
The CHAIR announced that the 


bject ma'ter 


BELL of South Carolina, propdsingfto refer all the 
documents and testimony infrelafion to the New 
e fommittee on that 


: subject; and Mr. Bety’s subgiityte therefor, declar- 


; ing that the gentlemen wit 


certificates should 


not be qualified. 

Mr. BOLTS, who was enfitled to the floor, said 
if he were to consu't his inclination instead of what 
he believed to be his duty, he would continue, as 
heretofore he had bren, a silent member; but be- 
lieving, in the sincerity of his heart, that the 
decision made here was fraught with more mo- 


| mentous and important conseqnences than any one 


| of 


presented to an American Congress since the 
adoption of the Constitution, he should feel faith- 
less to the high trust imposed in him if he per- 
mitted the present occasion to pass without 
expressing his unqualified and unmitigated disap- 
probation of the course pursued by the majo- 
tity of the House. He did not belong to that 
class of politicians denominated the State Rights 
party, according to the modern definition 
that term; for he believe] that the ge- 
neral understanding of the definition by the 
world was, that they p:ofess every thing and 
practise nothing; nor was he one of those who at- 
tached much impcriance toa name. It would af- 
ford him very little sat‘sfaction, when he and his 
children were deprived of their liberties, to be told 
that they were taken irom them by the friends of 
the human race. For three wee's of this session, 
he had sat in the House a silent member, but con- 
fessed that he was a pained and mortified spectator 
of the scenes around him—scenes that he had been 
but little accustomed to elsewhere. It was but a 
few years ago that the first act of expunging took 
place in any legislative body of this country; it 
was an act, the only object of which was to render 
homage to a lawless ard vindictive tyrant—the 
only effect cf which was to produce heartfelt and 
sincere disgust in the bosom of every honest pa- 
triot. It was his misfortune to have been the spec- 
tator of the second scene of expunging. The 
first w2s all a farce, but the second might 
be called a tragedy—and might well be 
called the last days of the Republic. He 


had seen the State of New Jersey expunged, 
not by the miserable and farcical process of draw- 
ing black lines, but had seen her representatives 
driven from this floor; and for what purpose—for 
the purpose of affecting party triumph. He said 
ithad pleased the people of the United States to 
elect representatives to this House ın opposition to 
the party in power; but that party, in order to ef- 
fect their objects in the election of Speaker, found 
it necessary to expunge five of the representatives 
of New Jersey from that floor, and he questioned 
very much, jf it had not been for the existing state 
of parties which divided the body, whether these 


! gentlemen would have been deprived of their seats. 


Mr. B. then entered at large into the whole 
merits of the case, contending that the certificates 
of the Governor of New Jersey, as prima facie 
evidence of the election, entitled those holding them 
to take their seats. He denied that a particle of 
testimony had been offered to impeach those certi- 
ficates; for he would not admit the certificate of 
the Secretary of State to be evidence, or that that 
officer hada right to affix the seal of the State to it, 
Mr. B. referred to various precedents to show 
that the person having the returns in all legislative 
bodies, always takes the seat in the first instance, 
and in the course of his remarks, referred’ to a 
speech of Mr. Smita of Maine, in the Legislature 
of that State, which he said was in opposition to 
the course now parsued by that gentleman. At the 
opening of the session of the Legislature of Maine, 
towhich Mr. B. referred, a motion, he said was 
made by Mr. ALzeat Situ, now a member of this 
House, to adinit Mr. Andrew Roberts to his seat, on 
the greund that be held the certificate of the return- 
ing officer, though Mr. Robeits did nct not receive 
a majority of the votes. 

Mr. SMITH asked leave to explain. Mr. Ro- 
berts, he said, did receive a majority of the votes 
of the people of the town of Kennebunk. There 
never was any question raised to the contrary. 
The only question was, whether the voters of the 
town of Kennebunk had, under the laws of the 
State, a right to adjourn the polls from day to day. 
It was admitied on all hands that Mr. Roberts had 
an undisputed majority. The gentleman, Mr. S. 
said, don't catch me going against majorities. 

Mr. BOTTS continued, and read various ex- 
tracts from the speech of Mr. Emira referred to. 
Mr. B. then referred to the precedents of this 
House, which, he said, all bore him out in the 
ground he had taken; and in the Legislatures of 
the different States, he said, it was invariably the 
practice to give the seats to the persons holding 
the certificates of the returning officer. In eluci- 
dation of this part of his argument, Mr. B. referred 
to a case of contested election in the Virginia Le- 
gis!ature, in which Messrs. Berkley and Davis both 
claimed to be elected to represent the county of 
Hanover. This case, Mr. B. said, was misunder- 
stood, and erroneously stated the other day by his 
colleague, [Mr. Dromaoorr,] and he then proceeded 
to state the case accordicg to his understanding of 
it, which was, that the seat was awarded to the 
gentleman who held the certificate of the sheriff. 
Mr. B. appealed to his colleague, [Mr. Banus,] 
who had presided with so much ability for twenty 
years in the Virginia Legislature, if, in cases of 
contested election, thee cver was an instaace 
in which the seat was not given, in the first in- 
stan-e, to the person whe had the prima facie 
evidence. 

Mr. BANKS said, that as he had been appealed 
to, he would state what had usually been the prac-. 
tice"in the House of Delegates of the State of Vir- 
ginia. He knew that the usual practice had bren 
that the certificate of the sheriff should be received 
as prima facie evidence of election; and the party 
holding it qualified, when there was no illegality 
in conducting the polls, in which case it was sent 
back. He thought, however, his colleague was 
mistaken in his statement of the case from the 
county of Hanover. He held in his hand a state- 
ment of the facts in this case, made by the Clerk of 
the House of Delega‘es, from which it appear 
that Mr. Berkley came into the House of Dele- 
gates, and claimed and took his seat as à delegas 
from the county of Hanover. Mr. Divit E 
opponent, also came into the House an took 
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his seat, both members having qualified before the 
Executive, as the members of the Virginia Legis- 
lature are qualified by that officer, and act, as here, 
by the Speaker. In this state of the case, and with- 
out any petiuon or memorial whatever fiom any 
quarter on the subject, a resolution was intro.luced 
by Mr. Winston to refer the wh le matier to the 
Committee of Privileges and Elcciions. Mr. B. 
here read the following extract from the statement 
in his hand: “On the second day of the ses-iun, a 
motion was made by Mr. Winston to adopt the fol- 
lowing resolution: Reselved, That the Committee 
of Privileges and Elections be instructed to report 
upon the contested election from the county of 
Hanover as soon as fossibie; and in the mean 
time, that the two members thus coniesting tLeir 


elections fiom said county, be not entitted to their | 


seats ia this House. 


“Itis here proper to state [the Clerk adds] that | 


no fecition had been presented by any person pre- 
viously to rai:e the question.” 


Mr. B. said st was after the committee had re- jj 
ported that Mr. Berkley was adinitied to his seat, | 
; the reading of the same, 


and that he held it fer the remainder of the ses- 
sion. 

Mr. BOTTS asked which of the two had the re- 
turns. 

Mr. BANKS replied that one held the certificate 
of the sheriff, the other that of the deputy shenff. 


Mr. BO £TSsaic it was becanse the polls wereheld | 
by both those officers; in the first part of the day by ; 
the sheriff, and in the latier part by thedepuly, that | 


the difficulty occurred in the House of Delegates, 
and caused them to take the course they cil. He 
would ask his colleague, however, if he himseif 
had not, in private conversation, expressed to him 


the opinion that the certificates of the Governor of | 


New Jersey were sufficient tu enable the gestiemen 
holding them to take their seats. He was surprised, 
he said, afier hearing these admissions from his 
colleague, to see him, time after time, passing 
throvgh the tellers and voting to exclude these gen- 
tlemen. 


Mr. BANKS here asked leave to explain, which 
being granted, 

Mr. B. said as he did not mean to discuss 
this question, believing the whole discussion tu be 


premature, his object had been, and was still, to | 


refer the who’e matter to the Committee of E'ec- 
tions, who would embody all the evidence and facts 


in a report, and the House could then, and not be- ; 


fore, decide who were the legal and constitutional 
representatives from the State of New Jersey. 


Mr. B. admi'ted thathe had said here andelsewhere || z 
i ferred to the Commitee on Patents and the Patent 


| Office. 


that the cetificate of return was prima facie evi- 
dence, but not conclssive of right ; but inthis case, 
which stands without an exact paralle', ten gentle- 
men claim seals, when only five are entitled. The 
House was then forced to take some action on the 
subject, and they adopted the safest course in se- 
curirg the rights of the cit z:ns cf New Jersey, in 


referring the whole matier to a committee, where | 


a'l-the facts may be elicited, and the Hcuse be en- 
abled to give a corect jacgment upon the rights of 
the parties rsp tively. 

Mr. ROTTS continved his remarks for some 
time, replying tv the remarks of Mr. Duncan, and 
other gentleman, who had previously. cccupied the 
floor in opposition tothe claims ofthe members 
commi-sioned by the Governor. Afier he had 
corcluded, 


Mr. RANDOLPH obtained the floor, and diz- | 
cussed at some length the merits of the New Jersey | 


question. He went over the same ground which 
had been previously occupied by himself and other 
members on the same side of the controversy. He 
presented many dccaments in the course of his re- 
marks, to prove that frauds had been committed 
atthe ballot box—sufficient, he contended, to esta- 
blish the right of those holding the certificates of the 
Governor to be aceredited by the House as the He- 
gitimate representatives of the peop'e of New Jer- 
sey. Mr. R. without having finished his remarks, 
yielded the floor to 
Mr. CORWIN, who movel that the House do 
adjoura; upon which motion, 
Mr. SMITH of Maine demanded the yeas and 
nays; and the same having been ordered, 


———_4 
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Mr. CORWIN withdrew kis motion for ad- 
journment; whereupon, 

Mr. STANLY reaewed it. 

Mr. RAMSEY demanded the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered, were—jeas 64, nays 
104. 

So the House refused to adjoura. . 

Mr. RANDOLPH having proceded in his re- 


‘| marks a sheri time, againyielded the floor to 


Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS, who moved that the 
House do adjourn. 
Mr. RAMSEY demanded the yeas and nays on 


; said motion; which having been ordered, 


Mr. L. WILLIAMS withdrew his motion. 
Mr. RANDOLPH renewed the motion for the 


| aJjournm:nt, upon which 


Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yezs 58, nays 73. 

So the Hou-e again refused to adjourn. 

Mr. RANDOLPH then sent to the Chair a mass 
of depcsitions, touching the illegality of votes 
taken in the districts rejected by the county clerks; 
and the Clerk having proceeded for some time in 


Mr. C. WILLIAMS moved that the Hcuse do 


' adjeura; upon which moticn, 


Mr McCLELLAN demanded the yeas and nays; 


| which being ordered by the House, were—yeas 67, 
| nays 58. 


‘The House accordingly adjourned till to-morrow 
at 12 o`% lock. 


IN SENATE, 
Frivay, January 10, 1840. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate a report of 
the Secretary of State, exhibiting the numter, 
names, and c :mpersations of the clerks in that De- 
partment during the year 1840; which was read, 
acd ordered to be printed. 

Also, a repcrt of the Secretary of the Treasnry, 
made.in compliance witha resolution of the Se- 
nate, exhibi‘ing the prices of certain S:ate stocks 
in the London and home markets, which was cr- 
dered to be printed, and that fifteen huadred addi- 
tional copies be printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of War, in com- 


i pliance with a resoluion of the Senate of the 30ta 


ult. callirg for information in relation to the pro- 


: ceed:ngs ia the case of Lieut. Col. Brant; which 
i was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 


The CHAIR also presented the memorial of 


Chauncy Hall, praying that provi-ion may be 
1 made by Congress fer testing the meiiis of a sieam 


engine, of which he is the inventor; which was re- 


On motion by Mr. PIERCE, it was ordered that 


' Dancin L. Clinch have leave to withdraw his 
į petition and papers, presented at the last session. 


Mr. PIERCE preseated the petition of John 
Bauer, a soldier in the Ordaance Depariment, pray- 
ing a pension, in consideration of a disability in- 


' currea by the premature discharge of a cannoa, 


whilst assisting at the firing of a national sa- 


| late; which was referred to tne Committee on Pen= 
| sions. 


Mr. P. also presented the petition of Wil’red 


| Knott, a soldier during the late war with Great Bri- 
| tain, praying a pension for wourds received whilst 
| ia the dicharge of his duty; which was referred to 
| the Commitiee oa Pensions. 


Oa motion by Mr. ROANE, orered that the pe- 
tition of Stephen McCormick, now on file, be re- 


fer.ed ta the Committee on Patents and the Patent ; 


Oñice. 
Mr. CALHOUN presented the memorial of Sa- 
muel Lord, praying to be released from liability as 


' surety on a custom-honse bond; which was referred 


ty the Committee on Finance. 


On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, it was ordered 
that the petition of James H. Clark, now on file, 
be referred t» she Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the memorial cf Jo- 
seph K. Boyd and others, surviving cap:ors and 
legal representatives of deceased captors, who vo- 
lunteered in recapturing and destroying the frigate 
Philadelphia, in the harbor of Tripoli, in the year 
1804, praying remuneration for the services per- 


> Terri ory of lowa. 


| northwest corner of the State 
! the channelof the main fork of the said rive. Des 


formed in that action; which was referred tə the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a letier cf 
W. W. Cuapman, Delegate in Congres. irom 
Terriicry of lowa, in reference t0 a T porti 
morning paper of some remarks made by Mr. L 
in the Senate yesterday, on the disputed boundar, 
between lowa and Missouri, and whch were as 
follows: 

MISSOURI AND IOWA TERRITORY. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a memorial 
from the Legisla:ive Council ot Iowa, praying a 
settlement o! tte contested boundary lne between 
said Territory and the State cf Missouri. 

Mr. LINN said that, in conseq sence oi the delay 
on the part of the Congiess of the United States 
definitely to settle, in conjunction with the aurhori- 
ues of Missouri, the northern boundary of the 
State, a serious conflict seemed at one ume © be 
threatened between us and our brethren of the 
Forvunately, the storm had 
for the present passed wiihvut biv. dshed, but we 
are admonished of the necessity of settling perma- 
nently this disturbing matier. 

He thought the State of Missouri had not been 
well treated by the GeneralGovernment. She had 
presented to the Senate, nearly ten years Since, a 
memorial on the necess ty of definiag our hm ts on 
the north; and it was predicted in that paper that 
grave eviis would occur if delayed until the coun- 
try north of us should become settled by the 
whites, or given to emigrating tribes of Ind ans. 
Congress neglected these admoniions, and fur se~ 
veral years a bill, introduced by himself, having 
for iis object the settlement of the querton, was, 
for want of time, not passed by the House ct Re 
presentatives. The State of Misxourt pass-d an 
act appointing commissioners to run her Northein 
boundary, and invited the General Governme.t to 
unite commissioners with hers, to aid in setding 
this important question, This inv.taiion was not 
accepted. Missouri proceeded to ran her line ac- 
cording, as is believed, to the act of Congress of 
March, 1820, and the Constitution of the State. 
` Subsequently to this, Congress passed an act ap- 
pointing Commissioners to run the souihern 
boundary of lowa, who made arepoit, which was 
laid before Congress during the last sessicn. One 
object Mr. Linn had in view in rising, was to con- 
vince the Senaie that the claim of Missouri to an 
exiension of her jurisdiction was nota clam of 
yesterday, bat that she informed Congiess’ cf the 
d ficulues which surrounded the subject, nearly ten 
years since. Mr. Linn then read as fo.lows trom 
the memorial: 

“Your memorialis's further represent that the 
northern boundary of this State, as indicat d by 
the act of Congress of the 6th o March, 1820, 
and adepted by our Constitution, ts the para'lel of 
Jatitude which passes through the rap ds of the 
river Des Moines, extending on that line from the 
‘tw the middie of 


Moines; thence, down aleng the middle of the ma n 
channel of the said river Des Moines to the m uth 
of the same where it empties into the M ssissippi 
river? This line is vague and indefinite. ‘lhe 
country on the Des Mo nes is sil unse tled, and 


| comparatively unknown, abhough the flood « f mi- 


gration now pouring into ths Sate is ia;idly 
lending to that border. We are not inforu.ed of 
the exact] cal position of the ‘rapids of the river 
Des Moines,’ nor whether those rapids are «cca 
sioned by a single otstruction of ihe stream, so as 


| to indicate the precise position of the line, or are 
; produced by a succession of shoals, extending like 


the rapids of the Mississippi, for many miles. And 
if, on examination, it should be found that the 
course of the Des Moines, like that of the Mis.is- 
sippi, is disturbed by different rapids, with long in- 
tervals of a smooth cnrrent between them, it may 
well be coubted which of the rapids shall ind.cate 
our northern boundary. And we consider it highly 


| important that the line in question should be defi- 
i nitely seitied and distinctly knows before the white 


settlements, now rapidly spreading, shall reach the 
borders, and before the possibility of a conflict with 
the Indian tribes, which we have reason to appre 
hend may be removed tọ that fiontier, And to 
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that end we respectfully request that Congress will 
take such measures as to their own wisdom and 
justice shali seem most proper.” 
Congress failed to appoint commissioners to 
eet those of Missouri; but the commissioners 
~sposequently appointed by Congress made a 
yiabort, which leaves the subject where they 
found it. They decided nothing. Questions of 
- boundary have in all ages and countries been pro- 
lific sources of contention and blooished between 
individuals and nations. Every thing that can be 
done should be done to avoid such sad alternatives 
among the different communities of this happy 
Confederacy, Congress cannot now fix the boan- 
daries of Missouri. They were defined by the law 
of March 6, 1820, authorizing us to form a Con- 
stitution, adopted in the Constitution of the State, 
and ratified by the General Government. The sou ‘h- 
ern boundary ef lowa Territory can by Congress 
be made to conform to the claims of Missouri; bat 
we must have our legal and constitutional rights; 
and, asa last resort, the courts of our common 
country may yet have to decide what those rights 


are. 
Mr. LINN moved that the memorial from which | 


he had just read an extract, together with the re- 


port cf the United States Commissioners made dur- 


ing the last session, te referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciery. 

The letter of Mr. Cuapman was then read, as 
follows : 

Te the Honorable the Senate of the United States : 

The undersigned, the Delegate from the Territory 
of Iowa, begs leave of your hovorable body to say, 
that from one of the city papers of this morning he 

receives that one of the honorable Senators trom 

issouri has made a speech upon the sutject of the 
disputed boundary beiween the State of M issouri 
and the Territory. 

_ Inasmuch as ihe Territory of Iowa is necessarily 
without representation in your honorable body, 
(except so far as Senators generally have been 
p'eased tu treat her claims with great kindness,) 
and as the subject of the boundary for some days 
has been before a committee of the House, where 
the undersigned has been able to give it his per- 
sonal attention, and where, some time since, the 
Representa'ives from Missouri were, by the com- 
mittee, iavited to attend, with the undersigned ; he, 
therefere, had good reason, as he supposes, to hope 
that, until an investigation could be had by a com- 
mitie>, Mis ouri would refrain from charging tae 
General Government with ill treatment. 

If the undersigned might be permitted to refer to 
the liberality of Congress towards that State, he is 
sure that the recent addition of an immense district 
of country would not be the only instance of the li- 
berality uf the General Goverament towards the 
State of Missouri. 

Your petitioner has no fears of the final result of 
this question. He only hopes that-if nothing but the 
constitutional boandary will be accepted by that 
State, your honorable body will not consider it your 
daty, though possessed of the power, to extend her 
constitutional limits. Should the legal boundary 
be found to run throuzh the heart of our flourish- 
ing Territory, our people have too much pride to 
stand out against the deliberate opinion of Congress, 
and seek redress elsewhere. 

On the contrary, if it ssall appear that Missouri 
already eccupie:; more than her con-titutional 
limits will allow, he hopes for an award of the ba- 
lance found in our favor. , 

At this time, the undersigned forbears referring 
to any of the numerons documents in his posses- 
sion, going far, in bis opinion, to sustain the claims 
of the Territory, fearing that doing so previous to- 
the subject coming before a committee, might bz 
consilered premature on his part. f 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, your 
obedient servant WwW. W. CHAPMAN. 

Wasnıxarton, Jan. 10, 1840. 


Mr. LINN said he regretted exceedingly that his 
young friend, the Delegate from Iowa, had writ'en 
and sent this letter here, as it was based upon mis- 
apprehension of his remarks, as uttered on this 
floor, and printed in the Intelligencer. He said he 
was determined the Delegate should have no pre- 
text for saying that one of the Senators from Mis- 


i pe rn 


souri had given him just cause for writing this 
letter, the object of which seemed intended for 
home consumption, and to show his constituents of 
the great care he was taking of the in‘erests 
„of lowa. In his remarks, he had carefully 
abstained from entering into the merits of the que:- 
tion in dispute, and he could not refrain from ex- 
pressing his surprise ihat the Delegate had so con- 
strued and characterized them. 
that, by no rule of construction, could they be so 


viewed On moving the reference of a message’ 


from the President, which contained inferma- 
tion touching the controversy existing in rela- 


He was certain © 


rest in it. Asa question to be settled, it lay wholly 
between the United States and Missouri. And 
would any body now say that the decision of Con- 
gress on this question would be binding on Mis- 
souri? Wouid any one say that Missouri could be 
forced in'o acquiescence to i? The ultimate ap- 


, peal was beyond the reach of Congress, and if 


tion. to the boundary line between Iowa and |: 


Missouri, he had taken occasion to call 
the attention of the Senate to the existence 
of a memorial frem the Legislature of Missouri, 
presented to Congress nine or ten years since, 
which stated, in calm and respectful terms, the im- 
portance of not leaving that boundary line vague 


’ and uasetiled until the question m'ght become com- 


plicated, in consequence of the tide of whi'e popu- 
lation flowing into th.t quarter, or the coun- 
uy be given to some emigrating tribe of 
Indians from some of the interior States. 
He hed felt it his duty to call the attention 
of the Senate and the country to this memorial, to 
prove that the claim of Missouri to an extension of 


| jurisdiction was not an efier thought, or claim of 
' but ye:terday,and to show that her admonitions had 


been overlooked or disregarded; that the evils pre- 
dicted fiom delay were now taking place. ‘The 
memorial d.es not en'er into the merits of the qars- 
tion ; on the contrary, it states that the liae was 
vague and indefinite, perhaps from the phraseslogy 
o` the ect cf Congre -s of March 6, 1820, which au- 
thorized us to form a Constitution. Nor, Mr. Pre- 


sdent, has he argued the matter, for or agairst . 


Missouri, nor endeavored in any manner to preju- | 


dice the opinion of this body against Iowa. 

Mr. L. said thathe krew the contest in th's 
case was between the United Sates and the State 
of Missouri, involving, it was true, the interests of 
Iowa. If Congress possessed any undispated power, 
she certainly had sole and entire contro! over the 
public lands, and over the Territories. This case 
was much s'ronger than existed in the contest be- 
tween Onio and Michigan, inasmuch as Michigan 
claimed to be a sovereign and independeat 
State, and claimed certain rigtts under the ordi- 
nance of 1787. Notwiths'anding this, C ngress 
exercised her (in his opinion) undoubted power 
to prescribe limits to Michigan. In coming to this 
decision, which involved the boundaries of three 
States, it was possible that the decision was some- 
what influenced by their votes in Cong ess, and 
by their political power. Missouri, in her consti- 
tutional shpere of action, is as free and independent 
as the United States. She has the same right to 
construe the act of March 6, 1€20, as this Go- 
vernment. She has solemnly given her con:truc- 
tion to it, andit remained for Congress to give hers. 

Mr. NORVELL said that he should not have 
risen, but for the allusion of his honorable friend 
behind him frem Missouri (Mr. Linnj to the case 


of the Michigan boundary. He had nodoutt that , 


the right cord had been touched, when the decision 
of that question had been ascribed to the number 
of electoral votes which were ccntrolled by Ohio, 
Indiana, ani Ilinois, on that ocaasion. He had 
risen, however, to second the resolution of the Se- 
nator from Alabama (Mr. Cray] ‘o print and refer 
the letter of the Delega‘e from lowa. He under- 
stood that it was couched in respectful language. 
It had relation to a boandary line, which that Ter- 
ritory claimed, of great importance to her. He 
protested against the idea that the Territory had 
no interest in this question. It seemed, f.om the 
whole action of this Government, to be considered 
that the peop'e of the Territories possessed neither 
rights nor interests of any kind. He trasted that 
such a doctrine would no longer te entertained. 
He confessed that his sympathies were with lowa 
in the present controversy, but certainly not fo 
deeply enlisted as to induce him to do injustice to 
Missouri. 

Mr. LINN said perhaps he had commited an 
error in his language; but he merely meant to say 
that, as a party to this question, lowa had no inte- 


Congress did not sette it, the courts were open. 
Mr. L. preferred that Congress should settle it; but 
if they determined that Missouri had no right 
whatever to the Territory,and sent an armed power 
to enforce their edicts, he hoped they would be met 
by a spirit of resistance on the part of Missouri. 

Mr. ALLEN said, the controversy between 
Michigan and Ohio was happily terminated; but he 
was not aware that the subject of Presidential elec- 
tors had any thing to do with it. Inthe House of 
Representatives, when thatsubject was under dis- 
cussion there, in 1834, ia a speech which he made, 
he had taken the same ground as he would at pre- 
sent, viz: that the people of the Territory of 
Mich‘gan had only a resulting contingent in‘erest, 
but, as a party, no interest at all; because Michi» 
gan was not a party to the controversy, which was 
wholly betwen Ohio and the Federal Govern» 
ment. 

But Mr. A had now risen chiefly to express his 
dissent from the doctrine of the Senator frem Mis- 
souri, as to a final appeal on this question. The 
Un ted States Supreme Cuuit had no jarisdiction 
over this question by the Constitution, and in'o 
that jaristic'ion it could not be drawn. It was a 
question between sovereign powers, with which 
that cour’, teing the creature and representative of 
one of those sovereign powers, has no righi to in- 
terfere, either directly or indirectly. 

Mr. A. wou'd remark, further, that he had 
never looked at this question as to the right «f 
Missouri or the United States to this territory. But 
he hoped Congress would act on this subject purely 
in reference to such rightas should be found to 


i exist in the formation of the Constitution of Mis- 
| souri, and without any reference whatever to the 


Presidential election, or any other question. If 
Missouri had aright to the territory, let her have 
it, without setting up asa scarecrow the Presiden- 
tial election. Let her have exact and equal justice. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that this was ia its ra- 
ture a question purely judicial, and theref. re cne cn 
which the Senate ought tò act with yer-ect calm- 
ness and ceviteration. They ought to kear both 
sides patient'y; and their decision, whatever it 
might be, cug.t to carry with it that moral power 
which always resulted from s'rict impardality and 
thorough, as we'l as calm investigation, Bat what 
did we then witnes.? The qvestion had been dis- 
cussed whether, in case Congress should decice 
against Missouri, that State would afterwards have 
the power of appealing to the Federal Judiciary. 
But could it be of any possible benefit to Missouri 


to discuss this question in advanc:? It was possible 


the question might never arise; and if it did, inc: n- 
sequence of a decision by Congress against Missou- 
ri, she might then pursue the course which she 
thought m:st compatible with her interest and her 
honor. The question as to the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court of the United States over the suh- 
ject could never properly arise in this b: dy. 

Again: an at'empt had been made to renew the 
war between Ohio and Michigan in the discussion 
of this qu sion. They had had enovgh of this 
war in the Senate in former years to satisfy any 
reasonable man; and he trusted that question would 
not then be ecnjured up to disturb our repose. It 
was now over and gone. 

Mr. B. hoped the Senate would procred and set- 
tle the real question in costroversy, so far as it 
was competent for them to deside it, withcut enter- 
ing upon an exciting discussion of cne question 
which might never arise, and of another which had 
been already determined. He trusted that the let- 
ter would be referred to the Judiciary Commitee 
wi hout further debate. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said it was very fr 
from his intention or expectation, when he pre- 
presented this letter, to provoke the d scussion 
which has followed it. The Senator from Missouri 
disclaims any intention of going into the facts 
involved in this question; but, said Mr. C. if, with- 
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out doing so, that gentleman could succeed in esta- 
blishing certain principles, which he advocated, to 
contro! the determination of facts, he thought they 
would result pretty much as he wished. This, said 
Mr. C. is a question of boundary—of course a 
question of fact, as wellas law. Now, if the Sena- 
tor shall succeed in laying down his own rules 
and principles, f.r the ascertainment of the facts, 
excluding such evidence as may not accord with 
his views, and admitting only such as may tend to 
sustain them, it is not difficult to conjecture how 
matters will eventuate. 

The Senator from Missouri, however, said Mr. 
C. maintains that Iowa has no in’erest in this ques- 
tion—that it is a question which concerns Missouri 
alone, except so far as the United States may be a 


party. To any such position as this, Mr. C. said, | 


he could not withhold the expression of his unquali- 
fied dissent. He asked, how happened it that the 
peopie of Towa had no interest ina question which 
involved the curtailment or enlargement of their ter- 
ritorial limits? Had they not the same’inducements 
to deprecate the ore, or desire the other, that the 
people of Missouri had? It seemed to him, Mr. 
C. said, that the people of Iowa, shortly to become 


a State of the Union themselves, might be par- | 


doned for any apparent unwillingness to have their 
limits contracted, and indulged in the solicitude, 
common to every other people, rather to have 
their Territory enlarged, their resources augmented, 
and their population increased. 

Sir, said Mr. C. the ordinance establishing the 
Territory of Iowa, not only guarantied to the in- 
habitants certain fundamentai rights—such as the 
security of life, liberty, and property-—but also ce- 
fined its boundaries. That ordinance ccastitutes a 
compact between the General Government and the 
citizens of the Territory, which he was not dis- 
pore to see violated, or lightly considered. Whilst 

e would be the last, Mr. C. said, to trench upon 
the territory or jurisdiction of Missouri, or any 
othe: S'ate of the Union, he could not consent to 
aggrandize or build up one at the sacrifice of anc- 
ther. As he was not a member of the Committee 
oa the Judiciary, he had thought it proper to throw 
out these hints for the consideration of its mem.- 
bers, before they came to any determination. He 
sincerely trusted they would give the subject, in all 
its aspects, the deliberation merited by its impor- 
tance. 

For himself, Mr. C. said, he had not investi- 
ga‘ed the subject; he felt, however, that it would 
be his duty 10 do so. He was entirely vnpreju- 
diced, would give it his attention, and felt deter- 
mined, as far as he was capab'e, to do justice in 
the p:emises, : 

As to the question raised by the Senator from 
Ohio, [Mr. ALLEN,] in regard to the juri-dict on of 
the Supreme Court, he should not now express an 
opinion, as he thought it would be premature. It 
will be time enough to discuss that questicn after 
the Committee on the Judiciary had presented their 
report. Indeed, Mr. C. thought the whole debate 
was out of order at this time, and hoped it would 
how cease, and the memorial be suffered to go to 
the proper committee. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana submitted whether the 
whole of this discussion was not premature. In 
justice to the Senator from Mis ouri, [Mr. Liny,] 
he would say that, in his remarks yesterday, he did 
not consider him as trenching on the rights cf 
Iowa. He hoped the paper would be referre! 
n the appropriate committee, without furiher de- 

a'e. f 

The question was then taken cn referring the 
paper to the Commitee on the Judiciary, and dz- 
cided in the affirmative. 


Mr. PRESTON p e-ented the petition of Lucy | 


P. Green, praying to te alicw.d the c-mmutation 

* pay to which hrr late father was entitled as an offi- 
cer of the Revolutionary army ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. P. al:o presented a memorial of Alexander 
Cummings and others, officers of the line, pray- 
ing that they may be placed upon the same foot- 
ing as to pay and promotion, as officers of the staf; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition pf Mary 
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Blakesle, widow cf a deceased Revolutionary sol- 
dier, praying a pens`on; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. T 

On motion by Mr. M. ordered that the petition of 
Eunice Starr, on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. M. also pre-erte{ the retition of James P. 
Delacour, in behalf of Eliza Delacour, widow ofa 
soldisr in the last war, praying a pension; which 
was referre] to the Commitee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. ROANE, ordered that the pe» - 
tition of Jeremiah Fugitt, now on file, be referred 


to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion cf Mr. KING, ordered that the Com- | 


mittee on Commerce be discharged from the-fur- 
ther consideration of the report from the Secretary 
of State in relation to the nature and extent of the 
privileges and restrictions of the commercial inter- 
course of the Unied States with foreign nations, 


i and that it be referred to the Committee on Fi- 


nance. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petit'on of Thomas 
Barnard, praying authority to lccate a quantity of 
land on any of the unappropriated public lanjs in 
Mis:issippi; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of John W. 
Monete, prayieg confi:maticn to title to certain 
tracts of land; which was referred to the Commitee 
on the Public Lan'!s, 

Mr. W. also submitted a paper in relaticn to the 
petition of Joseph Radcliff; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK presente! the memorial of Jo- 
seph L. Smith and others, praying that the Commit- 
tee on Agriculture may be instructe1 to report an- 
nually on the condition of the agricultural inte- 
rests of the United States; which was referred to 
the Com mittee on Agriculture, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Zadoc 
Martin, praying the right of pre-empt on to a tract 
of land; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Pubic Lands. 

Mr. B. als) presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of cit zens of Washing’on county, Missouri, 
praying the establishment of an an additional land 


| Offic’; which was referred to the Commitiee on 


Public Lanes. 
DIVISION OF FLORIDA. 
Mr. WALKER, at the request of the De'ezale 
from the Terr.tory of Fiorida, presented the pro- 
ceedings of a public meeting at St. Augustine, in 


East Florida, together with a memorial subscribed | 


by many hvndred citizens of the Terri‘o-y, praying 
a division of the Territory, and that the Suwannee 
river be the dividing line; which he moved should 
be referred to a select committee of five, and be 
printed. 

Mr. W. said he was decidedly in favor of the 
views of the memorialists, and the ultimate crea- 
tion of two States out of Florida, on2 east and the 
o her west of the Suwannee river. As there was 
no Committee on the Tei ritories in the Senate, and 
as no judicial controversy was involved in this 
matter, but as it was simply a question of expedi- 
ency, he had thought it proper to move the re'e- 
rence to a select committee, 


- Florida, as we received it from Spain, (said Mr. 
W.) was divided into two portions, designated as 
East and West Florida, and this was a natural 
divis on. West Fiorida borders entirely on the Guif 
of Mexico, Into that gulf flow all .ts river:, and 
into that gulf mustits commerce be forever poured. 
lt was different with East F.crida; it was Atlantic 
in its position, and nearly all jts trade must be 
carried to that great ocean. The entire Territory 
is be'ieved to b2 larger in extent than any State in 
the Union; and the smallest division, as proposed 

viz: West Fvo:ida, is much Jarzer than eitter of the 
States of Maryland, De'aware, New Jer-ey, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, Vermont, New Hampshire 

or Massachusztts, Florida, west of the Suwannee. 
was not only much larger than ether of these 
eight States, but larger, as was believed, than any 
two of thise States combined. East Florida alone 
is about equal in superficial extent to the great 
State of Pennsylvania. So far as the extent js 
concerned, there çan be then no objection to 


creaing ultimately two Sates, as proposed 
by the memorialists; whilst to create one Siate 
alone, would be not only to crea'e a State of vast 
superficial extent, but of most in onvenient shape, 


stre'ching in an elbow from Cape Sable to the 


: Perdido, a distance of nearly one thousand miles, 
‘ and with nearly two thousand miles of seacoast. 


Mr. W. believed that the census would show that 
the population in Florida, west of the Suwannee, 
was already about equal to thit of Arkansas 
when admitted into the Union, and therefore could 
be immediately admitted as a State; while East 
Florida could remain as a Territory until her 
population was ascertained to be sufficient for State 
purposes. He thought whilst two new Siates 
would soon be admitted from the Nor hwest, it was 


` due to the South that two States should be created 


out of Fiorida, especially as there were so many 


very smal! States already situated in the North and 
East r 
Mr. CALHOUN said the matt. rs embrated in 
the memorial presented by the Sın :tor from Mis- 
sissıppi, in behalf of the people cf East Florida, 
were of the greatest importance. There were 


' many erave reasons in favor of the division cf 


Florida into two States, and perhaps some azainst 
it. Butas the subject would sho tly come up, ke 
presumed, on an app ication on the pact of Forida 
to become a State, he thought it best to let the me- 
morial lay on the table for afew days, when the 
whole subject cculd be referred toge:her tothe same 
select committee. 

Mr. WALKER said he had no objection to the 
course suggested by the Senator fiom South Caro- 
lina, if he would call up the mater shortly; more 
especially as he (Mr. W.) was in favor ot the im- 
mediate admission of West Florida as a Sta'e, and 
a simultaneous prospective provision for the speedy 
admission of East Florida. 

Mr. CALHOUN sad he would call up the mat- 
terata very early day; and, with Mr. W’s con- 
sent, the motion for the select committee was, for 
the present, laid on the table. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Comnit'ee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referre | the petition of 
Henry Fry, made an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be prin'ed, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referr.d the memor al of 
Jwia L. Weed, reported unfavorably thereon: the 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from te Committee on 
the Public Lands, to which had teen referrel a 


' bill supplemental to the act entited “An act to 


grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public 
lands,” reported the same with ameadments, which 
were ordered to te printed. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pab- 
lie Lands, to which had been refe red the memo- 
tial of John A. L. Norman, asking Congress to 
make a grant of land for the es'ablishment of the 
Dade Institute of Florida, made a report the eon, 
accompanied by a bill; which was read, ant or- 
dered to a second reading, and the report ordered 
to be printed. 

_Mr. WALL, from the Commitee on the Jadi- 
ciary, reported a bill to amend the act “to provide 
for taking the sixth census or em-tneration of the 
inhabitants of the United States,” app'oved March 
3, 1839; which was read, and order toas cond 
reading. 

Mr. YOUNG, in pursuance of n t’ce, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce the folowing bil's: 

A bill granting to the Ch'cazo and Galeaa Union 
Railroad Company the right of wey over the pub- 
lic lands of the United States, ant for other pur- 


; pose; anl 


A bill tor the rel'ef of Benjamin Parsons; 
which were severally read twice and referred to 
the Conimittee on Public Lancs. 

i Mr. TEE ia give notice that on to-morrow 
e would ask leave to bring ina bill i 
of Hazard Knowies. $ Kia 

Mr. WILLIAMS gave notive that to-morrow 
he would ask leave to bring in a bill to regulate the 
pay and emolument of the pursers of the navy. 

Mr. RUGGLES gave notice that to-morrow he 
wonld ask leave to introduce a bili for the relief of 
Henry Stone and Charles J. Keller. 

Mr, WALKER offered the following resolation,: 
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which, by unanimous consent, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be | 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- | 
blish:ng ports of entry at Grand Gulf ard Rodney, | 
in the State of Mississippi. 

-° The reďolatiors submitted yesterday by Messrs. 
Watt and Youna, were severally considered and 
agreed to. | 

ORDFR OF THE-DAY. 

The bill for the armed ocenpation and settlement : 
of that part of the Teir:tory of Florida now over- , 
run by hostile bands of marauding Indians, being 
taken up, ` 

Mr. STRANGE addressed the Senate at length 
ia eppostuen to the bill. 

Mr. TAP?2AN submitted some amendments, | 
which he proposed to offer to the bill, which were 
ordered to be prinied. | 

The Senate then went into an Executive session, | 
after which, it . 

Adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, i 
Faipay, January 10, +1840. . i 

The CHAIR announcet that the subject matter | 
before the House was tie resolut on o; Mr. Camp- ` 
BELL of South Car. lina, proposing to refer a'l tse 
documents and testimony n relation to the New 
Jersey disputed election to the committe on that 
subject; and Mr. BeLv’s substitu e there/or, d:clar- 
ing tha! the gentlemea withcut certificates should 
not be qualified. 

Mr. RANDOLPH, who was enti‘led to the floor, 
was about pruceeding, but was interrupted by 

Mr. GIDDINGS, who inquired of the CHAIR, 
whether he was not entuled to the floor, en the 
question of pubtic printing. 

The CHAIR decided that the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. RanpoLru] was entitled to it, on 
the question announce i. 

Mr. DAVIS submited a motion to proceed to 
the election of Chaplain to the House; but 

The SPEAKER ruled it out of order, without a 
suspension of the rules. 

Mr. STANLY inquired if this was not the day 
to proceed to the elec:ion of public Printer. 

Mr. WISE. That will come up at I o'clock. 

Mr. RANDOLPH intimated that he was wil'ing 
to yield his right to the flocr, if the genilemen of 
all parties were disposed to take the question. 

Mr. CLIFFORD expressed, his wish, to address 
the House at !a'g2 upon the ae before it, aad, 


cer a 


for one, could not consent. 


Mr. RANDOLPH then prpcee 
ques'ion at some length. He gus'iged the cierks of 
courts in stepping over thejlays of New Jersey 
when they hid conceived, of iphad come to their 
knowledg-, that a fraud had Jeen committed on 
the ballot box. They did not Pretend to investigate 
the votes, but refused to receive an illegal return 
of vote~; it was on that ground that the returns 
from the town of Mullville were excluded; they 
were nut received in the time prescr. bed by the laws 
of New Jersey. The taw is express as to the time. 
The retu:ns were rot :n conformity to the laws, 
inasmuch as they were not received for six or seven 
hoors afier the time presciited therein, and until 
afier the fact had been ascertained by the clerk that 

-a large number cf alien and i'Jezal votes had been 
taken. They were not exclud-d from the return 
because the clerk bad any right, under the law, 
to investigate the polls, but because of the know- 
ledge he had received of the nature of the returns 
to him, by the return jucges, of which, under the 
discretion given him by the law, he had the right to 
determine, as to the legality or illegality. He 
said the lists of the county clerks had been received 
by the Executive of New Jer-ey, and the question 
was started whether the Governor was not bound 
to send for the retarns of Millville and South Am- 
boy. He read the law, which made it the duty of 


d to argue the 


en ne mae ae 
ini ac 
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the Governor to send by express for ail absent re- 
turns; but he denied that the law contemplated any 
other retarns than those of the county clerks, and 
maintained that he had no right to send for the re- 
turns of the polls. The clerks had exercised their 
discretion in exciuding those polls, and the higher 
authcrities of the State had no right to go behind 


the lists of votes returned by them. Hewascon- i} 


fid-nt that was the right censtruction of the law; 
a:d cited cases where the retarning officers, the 


: ccunty clerks, had exercised the same discretion, 


and had thrown ont several townsh:ps, at different 
per‘eds in the history of New Jersey. He was 
tnderstvod to adipit, that, if the Governor had the 


was bound by his cath to send an express for the 
polis; but the question had been 
by the Governor himself, before the Privy 
Council,whether it was sot his duty, under the law, 
to send for the absent rejected returne. The pre- 
sideat of the Council had examined into the ques- 
tion, and a different construction, and, he believed, 
a correct one, was put upon the law. And ano- 
ther question, he said, had been raised in the Coun- 


| cil, whether those papers which had been read in ‘| 


the House as conclusive testimony, could be re- 
ceived by them. The Counci! decided property that 
they could not; and he was correct heretofore in 


| saying that the returns of Millville and Scuth Am- 


boy were not before them. Mr. R. then denounced 
the course the Heuse had pursued towards the State 
of which he was now the sole Representative; and 


concluded by expressing to the House his con- - 


sciousness of the g eat r-sponsibility which had de- 
volved on him in consequence. 


Mr. SMITH of Maine regretted that he had | 
been unsucces-ful in his attemp: to get the floor, | 


immediately afier the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Bors] had taken his seat, merely ti reply to 
that part of ihe gentleman’s speech which related 
to himself. It was not his wish or intention to en- 
terin°o the merits of the question of the right of 


the claimants to seats in the House as members 


from the State of New Jersey, believing, as he 
did, that the House had hecome heartily disgusted 
with the discussion of that question, and the reite- 


ration of argumcnis, which had been so often re- | 


peated, that they were as familiar as household 
words. Nor did he consider the merits of that case 
as now legimately before the House, and open to 
discussion, under the proposition of the gentieman 
from Tennessee to amend the resolution of the 
chairman of the Commitlee on Privileges and Elec- 
ton, [Mr. Campseru.) The quesiion upon that 
amendment did not, in the cpinion of Mr. S. open 
the main question of right to seats, nor could it be 


the proper subject cf debate, until the facts and | 


evidence had been fully examined and reported by 
the committee to which they would te referred. 

Mr. S. said, he only rose to explain and reply to 
a portion of the speech of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, which had been introduced with special re- 
ference tə the course which he (Mr. S.) had 
taken in the House. The gentleman had read 
from. newspapers published in Maine, by the new 
friend and ally of the Whig party, the late represen- 
tative from Cumberland district, an extract of a 
speech said to have heen delivered by Mr. S. in 
the Leg:slature of Maive, in the year 1830; and had 
atiempted to show a manifest discrepancy bya 
comparison of the principles and opinions avowed 
in that speech, with the course of Mr. S. in this 
House. Mr. S. was unable to say whether his re- 
marks in the Legislature of Maine had been cor- 
rectly reported in the paper from which the gen- 
tleman had read. It was utterly impossible for 
him to recollect, with any degree of distinctness or 
precision, what the tener of his remarks had been 
upon the occasiun alluded to. But he well remem- 
bered the case of Andrew Roberis in the Maine 
Legislature—he decision upon it, and the glorious 
results produced by it. That the case might be 
better understood by the House, he would briefly 
State jt. 


. the people in his favor. 
power to go behind the ccunty clerk’sreturns, ke | 
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The House of Representatives cf Maine, in 1830, 
was nearly equally divided. Neither pariy could 
count with much certainty upon a major.ty. In 
the Senate there were eight Democrats, and the 
same"‘number of Federalisis, and five vacancies, 
which, by tae Constitution cf that State, afier the 
constitutional candidates had been designated by 
the Senators elect, were to be filled Ly such Sena- 
tors and the House of Representatives in conven- 
tion. Andrew Robertson appearel as the Repre- 
sentative of the town of Waterborongh, in the 
county of York—with his certificate of e’ection, 
and, notoriously, a large majority of the votes of 
No other person c'aimed 
a seat from that town, and there was no evidence 


i. before the House tending to impeach, or in any man- 


raised | 


ner control that certificate. Put the Federal pariy 


` had heard that Mr. R. had not been elected on the 
: second Monday of September, the day designated by 


Coustitution of Maine for holding town meetings 


. for the choice of town officers, but that the meet- 
‘| ing in Waterborough, having ccmpieted but a part 


; floor by the member himself? Not so. 


’ doubted or disputed. 


cf the business for which it was celled on that day, 
had adjourned to the day following, to complete the 
el-ctions; and that, on that day, Mr. R. was elected. 
There was a massof evidence in the case—sealed 
up~—and which could not be examined, being 
directed to the Speaker. ; and the Federal party un- 
dertook to expel Mr. Robe:ts from his seat, and, 
to their disgrace, succeeded in the execution of that 
nefarious purpose. They then preceeded to elect 
their Speaker, which was done by a majority of one 
vole! they filled the vacancies in the Senate with 


' their own men—and counted the votes for Gever- 


nor in sich a manner as barely to elect their can- 
didate. 

The proceedings of that Legislature would long 
be remembered by the people of Maine. They 
formed a most important epoch in the history of 
that State. What, sir, did they do? Suspend a 
member who had obtained a certificate, or commis- 
sion, as some gentlemen pleased to call it, against 
a clear, decided, and acknowledged majority of votes 
thrown by the people-—a majority not only [proved 
by undcubted evidence, but confessed npon the 
But they 
rudely expelled a member from his seat who had 
his regular credentia's, and the majority of the 
votes, and the law and Constitution, and right, and 
justice, all in h's favor; and by this outrage elected 
their Speaker by a majority of one vole! What was 
the consequence of this outrage in that State? The 
people—the Demccracy—had, at the next e’ection, 
arisen injheir majesty, and hurled the principal 
actors in these scenes from their places—redeemed 
the State from Federal thraldom, and, with the ex- 
ception of a single year, had held the Government 
ever. since. 

The same result had followed the course of 
Governor Pennington in New Jersey. After 
the Congressional election in 1833, at which 
Messrs. Dickerson and his associates had 
been legally felected, the Governor undertook, 
for reasons expressed by him at the time, to give 
certificates of election to other gentlemen, who had 
received but a minority of the votes. The State 
election followed in 1839; and what was the verdict 
of the people upon his conduet? Instead of the hun- 
dred Democratic majority given in 1838 fer Messrs. 
Dickerson and others, they threw nearly Two 
THOUSAND Democratic majori'y. A more triom- 
phant and emphatic expression of the voice of the 
people could hardly have been given. Conld it be 
believed that, after the people had thus set their 
seal of disapprobation upon the Executive of the 
State, gentlemen would have the unblushing har- 
dihcod to appear here and claim seats under the 
“broad seal” of that Executive? 

Mr. S. had, in the Maine Legislature, opposed 
the going into the investigation of the right to a 
seat—not contested by another—which had a 

ained by a majority of the peoples ? 
Shick; oy any Sa doate before the House, was not 
He would do so now. He 
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e last man to have refused the 
y holding a oe 

i seat in the House, had it not been 
are ike clearest evidence, and by the acknow- 
ledgment of the members themselves, that such 
certificate was not in accordance with the majority 
of votes given for members of Congress at the elec- 
tion named in that certificate. That the commis- 
sion given to those was an outrage upon the right 
of suffrage—a right forming the corner stone of 
the mighty fabric of freedom whieh had been 


would have been th 
members from New Jerse 


erected by the patriots of the Revo'ution—a right, | 


the violation of which by town officers, or county | 


officers, or State officers, would inflict a deadly 


wound upon the liberties of the people. ‘The prin- ;; 
ciples and opinions expressed by him in the Legis- | 
‘| erewned with honor, and were now upon the bor- 


lature of Maine, Mr. S. still entertained; and when 
a similar case was presented, her: or elsewhere, he 
should not fail to avow and reiterate them. 


The gentleman from Virginia had remarked at | 
the commencement of his speech, that if he ; had : 
consulted his inclination, he should have remained, ; 
i! which this or any other country had known! And, | 


as he had done the first three weeks of the session, 
a silent but pained spectator of the proceedings of 
the House. But the high duty he owed to his con- 
stituents impelled him to“come forward and mani- 
fest his deep and unmitigated hostility to the 
course which had been pursued by the friends of 
the Administiation upon this and other questions. 

Mr. S. had listened to the gentleman with great 
pleasure, and should have received additional gra- 
tification had he confined himself to the question 


under debate, and not travelled out of the record to | 


attack, gratuitously and without cause, the course 
of gentlemen who differed from him in opinion, 
and to impute to them the vilest and most unprin- 
cipled ‘motives for their conduct on this floor. 
The gentleman had stated, most broadly, that the 
majority of the House, in excluding the minority 
claimants from New Jersey, had been governed 


i with men of honest minds. 
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their competitors. It was like Governor Pen- 
nington’s broad seal, which covered the Constitu- 
tion and laws, the will, and the rights of the people; 
and whicb, like that seal, would fail to have effect 
But the gentleman 
pretended to be much disgusted with what he 


i| pleased toterm the wanton attacks of the gentleman 


| from Ohio. That gentieman, [Mr Borts,] said 
| Mr. S. should be the last man in this House 
to complain of the wanton attacks of others. No 
man has used them more freely and more unre- 
servedly than himself. . 

Had the gentleman from Ohio gone out of his 
way to attack individea's, who, afier a long and 
eminent course of public duties, in the cabinet and 
the field, had retred from the public, service, 


; ders of the grave? Had the speech of the gentle- 
man from Ohio been disgraced by an outrage like 
that? No, sir. It was left tothe gentleman from 
Virginia to do that deed—to denounce, in his place 


wholly by party feelings; disregarded right, tram- | 


pled upon the Constitution, and violated the princi- 
ples of common honesty. Such wholesale de- 


nunciations had been of common and every day | 


occurrence during the whole debate upon this ques- 
tion, by many other gentlemen upon the same side 
wih the gentleman from Virginia. Asone of that 
majority, Mr. S. repelled the charge as false and 
unfounded, and he should feel ithisduty, wherever, 
whenever, and by whosmoever it might be made, to 
hurl it back as a vile and base slander. The gen- 
tleman from Virginia had repudiated the dcctrine 
of Siate Rights. Mr. S. acknowledged that he 
was right in that position. His whole course, his 
votes and speech, were utterly at variance with 
State Rights, with the immunities and sacred pri- 
vileges of the people, for which State Rights men 
were the distinguished champions. 

Tne gentiemen had accused the friends of the 
Administration of disfranchisjng the State of New 
Jersey. Mr. S. said it was not so. That it was 
the Governor and his Privy Council who had at- 
tempted to accomplish that object—that they had 
attempted to set at naught the will and to stifle 
the voice of the majority; and for it the speedy re- 
tribution of an abused and indignant people await- 
ed them. 

The gentleman seemed to be much annoyed at 
the speech of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Dun- 
can.] It was not the first time, said Mr. S. that his 
friend from Ohio had been a thorn in the side of the 
Federal party. His speeches were not ornamented 
with rhetorical flourishes and high sounding words: 
they were made up of facts and figures, spread out 
in a plain and unvarnished manner, and expressed 
in clear and intelligible language, which carried 
conviction wherever they weie read. The people— 
the bone and muscle of the country—sought them, 
and read them, and were convinced by them. But 

the gent'eman from Virginia had declined to fullow 
the gentleman from Ohio, or to attempt to answer 
his arguments, but contented himself, at one 
fell swoop, to pronounce the speech as containing 
more falschoods and misrepresentations than 
any production he had ever seen. Mr. 8. 
faid this was a very easy and convenient way of 
disposing of an argument, which could not be suc- 
cessfally answered. It was the common method 
adopted by weak men when they were cornered by 


|| here, Andrew Jackson, as one of ihe greatest tyrants 

(said Mr. S.) he now repeats it, and shall have all 

the honor of the charge and its petition. But, 

| (said Mr. S.) history in all time to come with 
brand, bone deep, the falsehood of that charge 
upon the head of him who makes it. An- 
drew Jackson a tyrant! The man who left 
the Senate of the United States, and the domestic 
comfcrts of his fireside, to volunteer in defence of 
his coantry—who rescued our bleeding frontier 
from the torch and the tomahawk—who expelled 
the merciless savage from our borders! Andrew 
Jaekson a tyrant! who bared his bosom to the Bri- 
tish bayonet, as well as the Indian tomahawk, and 
drove the trained bands of England from our 
shores, and saved “the beauty and booty” of one 
of the fairest cities in our land from poliution and 
desolation! Andrew Jackson a tyrant! who, after 
having reatored peace to his bleeding country, re- 
signed the “sword for the plough, and the spear for 
the pruning hook,” seek'ng rest and retirement in 
the shades of his own Hermitage. Let the gentle- 
man have the g'ory of making that charge—the 
veriest slave in the land will not envy him. 

The question before the House, sail Mr. S. is 
upon the proposition of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. BELL,] to amend the resolution of the 
chairman of the Commitee of Elections, by insert- 
ing two other resolutions. Mr. S. was opposed to 
suchamendment. The resolutions contained state- 
ments which were untrue. They assigned a reason 
for the stand taken by the friends of the Adminis- 
tration, which was not the true one. The gentle- 
man from Tennessee tad, very gratuitously, in his 
second resolution, stated the cause of the suspen- 
sion of Mr. Aycrica and his associates from 
their seats, to be to enable them to piove 
that there was no fraud in the Governor's 
certificate. Such was not the reason which 
had induced the votes which Mr. S. had 
given upon that question. He had voted to 
exclude those gentlemen from seats until they could 
show that the masoniry, which it had been proved 
was given against them by the people, and which 
they themselves confessed here, was a fraudulent 
majority. If thatcould not be shown, they surely 
were not entitled to their seats; and, until it was 
shown, they were and ought to be excluded. 

The hour of 1 having arrived, 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired whether he was not 
entitled to the floor upon the subject of public 
printing, which had been postponed until this day, 
aud whether that subject was not the special order 
of the day. 

Some conversation here took place as to the pro- 
priety of disposing of the subject now under dis- 
cussion, before going into the election for Printer. 

Mr. BELL here withdrew his substitute for the 
resolutions of Mr. CAMPBELL, which he presumed 
would prevent any further discussion upon that 
subject, and would thereby enable the House to pro- 
ceed to the election of Printer. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER having obtained the 
floor, Said it was not material as to the particular 
Proposition on which he addressed the House, and 
he would, therefore, make his remarks on the re- 
Solution of the gentleman from South Carolina, 


| 
| 


[Mr. Camppect.} Mr. S. then proceeded with his 
remarks for a short time; when he was interrupted 


Mr. GIDDINGS, who again claimed the rigbt 
to address the House on the question of public 
Pr The CHAIR stated that the election of Printer 
was postponed to a day certain, and was not a spe- 
cial order, as the gentleman had supposed, and the 
resolution of Mr. CaMmFBELL of Scuth Carolina con- 
sequently had precedence. He would also inform 
the House that the day had expired under which 
the order for the Clerk to employ a temporary 
printer could be executed, and that no printing 
could be done under it after to-day. i 

Mr. WISE thought the House had better go into 
the election of Printer, in view, of the expiration of 
the previous order of the House, empowering the 
Cuerg to have the printing executed. 

Mr. FILLMORE concurred with the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Wisg,] and did not con- 
sider that there was any other business of more 
importance before them than the election of public 

inter. 

Pee DROMGOOLE thought they had better take 
the question on the resolution now properly before 
the House, and pos'pone the election of Printer un- 
til to-morrow. 

The CHAIR reiterated his decision that the sub- 
ject before the House was the resolution of Mr. 
CaMPBELL. x 

Mr. GIDDINGS appealed fiom said decision ; 


‘ upon which question 


Mr. GRAVES demanded the yeas and nays. 
Mr. BELL here asked the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Gippinas] to withdraw his appeal. It is ad- 


| mitted that this order is not a special order, and the 


business properly before the House is the resolu- 
tion of Mr. CamrBeLL. It the question on the ap- 
peal be pressed, we shall be compelled to sustain 
the decision of the Cxair, or violate all parliamen- 
tary rales. The House could, by general consent, 
proceed to the election cf Printer; but if it was a 
special erder, any gentleman on the floor could in- 
terrupt the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. STARK- 


| WEATHER] and demand that they proceed to the 
' election; 


when the Howse would determine 
whether the business before it should go en or be 
Jaid aside for the special order. The question, 
however, as to the election of Printer, was only a 
postponement till a day certain; and therefore 
could only be taken up by the general consent of 
the House. 

Cons:derable discussion here ensued, in which 
Messrs, GIDDINGS, CLIFFORD, STARK- 
WEATHER, POPE, and GRAVES took part; 
the latter gentleman being of cpinion that the 
election of Printer having been postponed until one 
o’clock to-day, had precedence at that hour,over the 
resolution then before them. 

Mr. CLIFFORD said, the error of the gentle- 
mzn from Kentucky (Mr. Graves] lies in this. 
He does not discriminate between a special order 
and a postponement toa day certain. The former 
must be taken up atthe the hour designated, in 
preference to all other’ business, while the latter 
goes on the general orders, and comes up with 
pare its turn. 

er some remarks from Mr. TILLINGHAS 

Mr. WISE called for the previous question E 
the appeal, which was seconded by the House. 
aun on the question, Shall the main question be 

Mr. ADAMS observed that, so far as he under- 
stood this question, the decision of the SPEAKER was 
contrary to the established practice of the House. 
Mr. A. was proceeding to discuss the point in- 
volved, when he was called to order, and told that 
an appeal was not debatable. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said that, having been aprealed 
aed els Param around him, he would 
withdraw his appeal, and permi i i 
te resolution e Ai permit the discussion on 

r. STARKWEATHER then obtai 
foor, and addressed the House at sine isto oo 
the general question of the New Jersey election 
replying conclusively to the argaments of the gen- 
tlemen who have suppoit:d the claims of the eer- 
tificate claimants. He took the constitutional 


anaana a e deena A a 


ground that the people alone have the right to say 
who shall represent them in the Congress of the 
United States, and that neither the Governor, the 
Privy Council, nor clerks, of New Jersey, have a 
rigat to appoint their Representatives. He further 
showed that, as the Governor and Privy Council 
of New Jersey have not the right to appoint Repre- 
sentatives for the people, neither have they the 
right to make evidence which shail exclusively be 
received tu determine the fact of membership by 
the House of Representatives; for if they pos- 
se-sed the latier, they would necessarily possess the 
former. He repudiated the assumption that the 
House could not go behind the returns of a Go- 
vernor of a State; for if this doctrine prevailed, the 
Government would, as a necessary cons*quence, be 


dssolved, because the Governor of a State, having | 


the power to commiss.on Eepresentatives, with 
the power also to make the evidence of member- 
ship which the House coald not go behind, might 
send Representa‘ives here in opposition to the will 


of the people, and thus the Federal Government | 
[The speech of |! 
Mr. S. will be given to the readers of the Globe . 


would be virtually overturned. 


very shortly.] 

Mr. CLIFFORD said, it was true that this sub- 
jeet had oceupied most of the time of Congress 
since the opening of the session; and it was also 
true that that time had been chiefly spent in listen- 
ing to speeches from the gent!emen who sustain the 
c'aims of the members commissioned by the Go- 
verno: of New Jersey; for little of the time of the 
House had been occupied by those who oppose 
the claims of these pretenders, and who underiake 
to sustain the rights of the Representatives elected 
by the peop'e. The first three weeks of the session 
he believed were entirely devoted to the subject; 
and he had supposed that, after the decision upon 
the final proposition of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia,{Mr. Wise,] and after that gentleman himself 
had preclaimed that the victory was with the party 
in the majority—that the battle has been fought, 
and that he and his friends had lest it—that they 
would have suftered the matter, without further 
controveisy, to go to the Committee of Elections. 
But when the honorable chairman of that commit- 
tee [Mr. Campzet] proposed a resolution having 
this object in view, every obstacle is thrown in the 
way—amendment after amendment is pied on it; 
and he had a right to complain when gentlemen 
undertake to pass by the question immediately be- 
fore the House, and go into a discussion not only of 
the merits of the controversy, but into a discussion 
of the past decisions of the Hcuse, animadverting, 
-with great severity, on the course of the majority, 
while he and others on his side of the question had 
not yet had an opportunity of saying a word or the’ 
subject. -The gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Borrs,] and others who preceded him, had taken 
this course, and the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. Ranpotpn] had been permitted again and 
again to occupy the time of the House, in reiterating 
the same arguments, and in reviewing the whole 
matter connected with the New Jersey elections. 
Up to this time, (Mr. C. said,) he had contented 
himself with giving a silent vote on the various ques- 
tions that had been presented in re'ation to this sub- 
ject, taking care that the effect of every voie should be 
tosustain the rights of the people; and he would still 
have continued to pursue that course had it not 
been for some remarks of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Botrs,] who made it the ground of com- 


plaint that those opposed to him on this question - 


had not entered sutticiently into the discussion, and 
insinuated that their silence was caused not by a 
desire to avoid a useless consumption of time, but 
because of a want of confidence in the justice cf 
their cause. Under these circumstances, and as the 
course of the House had been called in question, 
while the majority, of which he was one, had been 
so severely censured, he would ask the indulgence 
of. the House while he explained the reasons and 
motives which had governed him and his friends in 
the course they had taken, promising that he would 
not unnecessarily consume the time of the House, 
and that he would be as brief in the remarks he 
was about to offeras the nature of the subject 
woulp permit. , 

As the official conduct of the Clerk of the House 


S$. 
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(Mr. Gartanp] had been frequently censured in 
the course of the discussions growing out of the 
case of the New Jersey contested election—as the 
Clerk had applied to the House to permit him to 
make a written statement explanatery of his con- 
duct, which courtesy had been denied him, and as 
the gentleman fiom Virginia [Mr. Botts] had 
complained. that those who composed the majority 
of the House did not choose to discuss the ques- 
tion, after having refused permission to the Clerk 
to read his statement, he [Mr. C.] would make that 
paper a part of his speech, and read it as such; and 
he trusted that no gentleman would object to it. 
Mr. PECK. said he objected to a gentle- 
man’s reading, as a part of his speech, an argu- 
ment concocted by another person, and addressed 
to the House, which he considered as out of order. 
Mr. P. observed at the time that he was willing to 


listen to a speech of any length that Mr. CLIFFORD 


himself might make. 


Mr. CLIFFORD trusted that no gentleman on ʻi 
that flcor would object to his reading, as part of his . 


speech, a paper which the Clerk had offered to the 


House in explanation of his conduct, which had i, 
+ been so often called in question. 
| lative experience he had had, he never knew this | 


In the little legis- 


courtesy to be objected 10, but in two instances; one 


of which was, in this House, where the objection - 
was overruled, and the other was in the Legisla- | 
ture of his Slate, where the reading of a paper by © 


a member was refused, because he was manifestly 
endeavoring to consume time unnecessarily. The 


House (Mr. C. said) had yesterday permitted the |, 


gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Ranpoipy] to 
have read from the Clerk’s table a mass of ex parte 


| depositions, and he therefore hoped alike courtesy 


would not be refused to him. 
Mr. PECK still! objecting— 


Mr. CLIFFORD asked leave of the House to |: 


have the paper read; when 

Mr. CLIFFORD called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and on taking the question, it 
was decided in the affirmative—yeas 110, nays 68, 


as fellows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Judson Allen, H. J. Ander- 


son, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Biddle, Black, Blackwell, Botts | 


V. Brown, 8. H. Butler, John Camp- 


Boyd, Briggs, Aaron 
hapman, 


bell, Wiiliam B. Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, C 
Clifford, Coles, Crary, 
John’ W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, East- 


J. Johnson, C. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jonea, Keim, 
Kemble, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Montanya, 
Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, John 
Smith, Thos. Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumpter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. 


” Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, 


David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, 
J. L. Williams, Wise, and Worthington—] 10. 

NAYS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Simeon H. Anderson, An- 
drews, Bell, Bond, Calhoun, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James 
Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Edward 
Davies, G. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dillett, Edwards, Jas. 
Garland, R. Garland, Gates, Goode, Graham, Granger, Gravee, 
Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hill of Virginia, Hotiman, James, 
Charles Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Law- 
rence, Lincoln, Marvin. Monroe, Morgan, Ogle, Osborne, Pa- 
len, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Reed, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, 
"Taliaferro, W. Thompson, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, P. J. 
Wagner, È. D. White, J. White, Thos. W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, and S. Williams—63. , 

The House having thus decided that the state- 
ment might be read, it was read accordingly from 
the Clerk’s table; after which, 

Mr. CLIFFORD yielded the floor to 

Mr. REYNOLDS, who moved an adjournmem; 


and 


Mr. STANLY having called for the yeas and | 


nays, which call was not sustained, only 17 mem- 
bers rising in favor of it, 

The question was taken by tellers, and decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 92, nass 49; so 

‘The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
‘Saturpay, Janvary 11, 1840. 

The SPEAKER laid befoce the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
enclosing a printed copy of the receipts and ex- 
penditures of the year 1839; which was referred 
to the Committee un Public Expenditures. 


Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, | 
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The SPEAKER announced the order of the 
day; which was the resolution of the chairman 
of the Committee on Elections, (Mr. CAMPBELL of 
South Carolina,] proposing to reter to that commit- 
tee all the papers and testimony relating to the 
New Jersey disputed election. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, who was entitled to the floor, 
was about resuming his remarks; when he was in- 
terrupted by 

Mr. BOTTS, who prevailed upon Mr. C. to yield 
the floor, to enable him to propound an interrogatory 
to Mr. Surrn of Maine, in reference to his remarks 
of yesterday. 

Mr. B. regretted that it was not in his power on 


, yesterday to get the floor to reply to that gentleman. 


His position before that House and the country 
now, in consequence of those remarks, required 
that he should notice them, however much he re- 
gretted to be compelled to occupy the time of the 
House to reply to language of a personal and 
oftensive character. In the first place, he would be 
pleased to learn from the gentleman from Maine 
whether he wished or intended them to apply m a 
personally offensive character or not? Mr. B. said 
he wished him to state distinctly to the House whe- 
ther in the language, “a vile and base slander,” 
used in reply to his remarks characterizing and de- 
nouncing the course of the Democratic party in the 
New Jersey disputed election—and his language, 
“that history, in all time to come, will brand, bone 
deep, the falsehood of that charge upon the head of 


. him who makes it,” in reply to my remarks de- 


: him to be, a patriot, 


| had, in the strongest terms, 


\ nounce that opinion erroncous 


nouncing General Jackson as a tyrant, was in- 
tended by him to have a personal application to 
me? He required a distinct answer. 

Mr. SMITH said befcre he should consent to 


' comply with the demand thus preremptorily made 


upon him by the gentleman from Virginia, he must 
first have the decision of the Chair, that he should 
be permitted to reply to any remarks in which that- 
gentleman might be permited to indulge after Mr. 
S should have made the explanation requested. 
Tbe SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
gentleman from Virginia wonld not be permitted 
to make any remarks not in order; and that it 
would depend entirely upon the courtesy of the 
other gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Cuirrorp.] who 
was entitled to the floor, whether Mr. S. be afforded 


man, Ely, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Gentry, l: an opportunity to reply. 


Gerry, Goggin, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, | 
Hillen, Hoimes, Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, ; 


_Mr. SMITH then appealed to the gentleman 
from Maine, who had yielded the floor to the gentle- 


| man from Virginia, whether he would extend the 
‘ same courtesy to him to reply to that gentleman. 


To which 

Mr. CLIFFORD replied, “ certainly.” A 

Mr. SMITH said he had supposed that the opi- 
nions advanced by bim yesterday, in reply to the 
gentleman from Virginia, had been expressed in- 
language sufficiently explicit not to be misunder- 
stood. He had endeavored to avoid all ambiguity, 
and to use the plainest terms of speech; and if he 
had failed to be apprehended by that, or any other 


į gentleman, it was because he had not the ability to 


express himse'f with greater c'earness. The sen- 
timents he had uttered, were kis honest and siacere 
convictions, and he should not hesitate, at all times, 
on proper cccasions, to avoid and repeat them. 
Entertaining, as he did, the most exalted 
opinion of the Jate President of tae United 
States, and holding his character and pub- 
lic services in the highest veneration and 
respect, he should never, here or elsewhere, 
permit them to be wantonly assailed without repel- 
ling, to the best of his abili'y, any attack which 
might be made upon them. ‘The charge made by 
the gentleman, in his speech, wholly unprovoked as 
it was, in the opinion of Mr. Smita, merited re- 
buke. But it was a principle well understood, that 
the character of public men is matter of opinion, 
about which individuals had a right to differ. 
Whether Andrew Jacksan were, as Mr. S. believed 
or, as the gentleman from 
Virginia had professed to believe, a tyrant 
was a matter of opinion. The gentleman 
' ` terms, denounced him as & 
Mr. S. had felt it his 
he was willisg to re- 
. wonld pro- 
He had 


tyrant of the blackest dye. 
duty to say, in reply, what 


— istory, in all coming time, 
eat—that history, ne ase 
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not, anl hebelieved he could not. have been so 
understood by any member of the House, charged 


any gentleman wih uttering a wilial and delibe- | 


rate falsehood. He had too much respect for the 
h gh station he occupied upon that floor to ke guilty 
of so gross a violation of propriety. He had too 
much regard for himself, and those wno sent him 
here, thus to insult the House of Representatives 
of the Ua:ted States. 

Mr. BOTTS said he understood the remarks of 


the gentleman as a disclaimer of any intention to | 


atiribu'e io h:many improper motive, and that his 
language cf yesterday was a mee matter of opinion; 


that history would speak in tones of reprobation of ` 


the lacgvage he had us:d towards Genera! Jack- 
son. He ovnierstood the gentleman as having 
disslaimed any ictention of havirg used the re- 
maks in the slightest degree as personaily ofun- 
sive to him: if not, he wished hin distinctly so to 
state to the House. 

Mr. SMITH was here preceeding to reply, by 
reiterating what he kad Le‘ore said, Lut was 
interrupted by 


The CHAIR, who was of the opinion that no im- |, 


putation had been cast by the gentleman from 
Maine in his speech ot yesierday, cn the gentleman 
from Virgisia, or any other gentleman. 
Cua paid the most careful attention to the re- 
marks of the gentleman, and understood his re 
marks to have a general application 

Mr. SMITH of Maine said, that such, he would 
venture to assert, was the understanding of every 
genth man cn the floor. 

Mr. DUNCAN asked permission of the genile- 
man entitle {to the floor (Mr. Cuirrorp] to name 
a paper he intended to have introduced as patt of 
hi» speech yestercay, as be contemplated inserting 
itin the prned r-port of that speech. It was 


his speech delivered rome days ago, and which 
sume gerteman inthe gallery had turned into 
rhyme, and seat to the Glote Office. 

Mr. CLIFFORD was then about to resume his 
argumen!, when 

Mr. PECK observed that, before the gentleman 
went on with his remarks, he wished to know if the 
Crerk had finished the reading of his speech. The 
Crerk had skipped the title page and part of the 
anecdotes, ard as the House had required the 
whole documcut to be read, he wanted to hear the 
Test of it. l 

Mr. CLIFFORD said he did not acquiesce in the 
principle laid down by the gentleman. The House 
had granted him permission to have a certain docu- 
ment jead, and he might avail himself of the privi- 
lege of using the whole, or a part of it, as he 
pleased. Jle had not, however, the slightest odjec- 
tion to the CLer«’s reading the whcle of the state- 
ment. 

Mr. Gasan, the Clerk, then read the notes and 
references appended to bis statement—the siate- 
mect itself having been read yesterday. 

Mr. CLIFFOR D then took the flocr and comp'eted 
his able arguaent, commenced yesterday; replying 
conclusively to the arguments of the several gen- 
tlemen who sustained the claimants commissioned 
by the Governor of New Jersey, and referring to 
yailous authorities and precedents which bore him 
cut in the positions assumed. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania desired to say a 
few words on the subject ther under discussion and 
ne should be as brief as possible in the remarks he 
wos about to make, pledging himself beforehand 
to ihe House that he should not eke out his speech 

by callirg for the reading of insolent lectures from 
a presumpiuous subordinate, or any matier not 
E pertinent to the subject. He should pro- 
cee. 


„at once to the discussion of the 
question before the House, and, with its 
permission, woald change his position. [Mr. C. 


then toak a piace on the fl-or nearer to the Chair 
than the one he occupied.) If he was not mistaken 
Mr. C. said, the amendment of the genileman from 
Tennessee to the reso'utions of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, required that the Committee of 
Elections should report upon the returns and other 
papers, row in the possession of the House, before 
Proceeding to a fall and final investigation of 
the New ‘Jersey elections, by purging the 
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polls; and this amendment contemplated the 
rendering of more speedy justice to the State 
of New Jersey than would be done by the 
resolution of the gentleman from South Caro- 


wrong had been done to the State of New Jersey, 
the more speedily that wrong was redressed the 
| batter; andas the resolution of the gentleman from 
! Tenness-e, offered as an amendment to the reso- 
' lution of the Chairman of the Committee of 
Elections, con’emplated the most speedy re- 


The | 


| medy, he shouid give it the preference. Let us 
i| enquire, said he, if wrong has been done to the Sia'e 
” of New Jersey by the course of this House. As the 
+ question of the propriety or impropriety of the re- 
solution: of the gentleman from Tennessee depend- 
` ed upon the question whether wrong had been done 
or not, let us, said Mr. C. examine whether the 
| State of New Jersey has been injured by the course 
| of this House or not. Mr. C. hese, it being near 
'! four o'clock, yielded the floor to 
| Mr. CRANSTON, on whose metion 
| The House adjourned. 


I IN SENATE, 

4 Monpay, January 13, 1840. 

i} The CHAIR submitted a report from the Secre- 
‘| tary of the Treasury, showing, in compliance with 
i! a resolution of the Senate, the condition of the two 
‘| per cent. fund reserved for making a road or roads 
i lead ng to the State of Mississippi; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a message from the President of the United 
States,transmitung, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, a statement showing the amounts 
paid for private claims under special acts of Con- 
gress during the last five years; which was laid on 


1 
1 
j; 
i 
{ 
4 


‘| the table, and ordered to be printed. 
nothing moie than part of the first instalment of | 


Also, a mess2g2 from the Pres dent, in compli- 
ance with the resolation of the Senate of the 30:h 
| ult. which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sary, in compliance wih a resolution of the Se- 
nate, in relation to the exaction of duties from, 
and the description of papers furnished to, vessels 
| employed in the whale fishery; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, areport of the Secretary of War, accom- 
panied by a communication from the Commissioner 
i of Indian Affeirs, with estimates of the appropria- 

tions necessary for the service of the Indian de- 

partment for the year 1840; which was reac, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of citizens of Racine, in the Territory of Wis- 
consin, praying an appropriation for the construc- 
tion of a harbor at that place; which was referred 
to the Crmmittee on Cominerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented a memorial on the 
same subject, which was referred to the same com- 
mittee. 7 

On motion by Mr. LINN, it was ordered that 
the petition of the heirs of Joseph Rodedoux, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Adam D. 
Stewart; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of Jvhn 
Briggs, a Revolutionary soldier; which was refer- 
rel to the Committee on Pensions. : 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of the 
heirs of James Mayson,deceased; which was referred 
to the Commi tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of John 
Scrivener, praying remuneration for property de- 
steoyed during the last war wih Great Britain; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. M. also presented the petition of Will'am 
Hoedsen, praying remuneration for property de- 
stroyed by the enemy during the last war with 
Great Britain; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. M. also presented the petition of Jame: 
‘Tongue, for the same object; which was referred to 
the same committee. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN gave notice that, to-morrow, 


lina. He should, for that reason, vote for it. If; 


n amoan e e. 
aa NDN EE EEE EEA A E N A 


introduce a bill to prevent 


d ask Jeave to i 
he would as ain Federal officers in elec- 


the interference of cert 


“tions. 
i . BETTS, ordered that the pe- 
eee ane fie, be referred 


tition of Lewis Newrisha, now on 


to the Committee on Pensions. 
Oa motion by Mr. TAPPAN, ordered that the 


petition and papers now on fite in the case of Na- 
hum Ward be referred to the Committee on Revo- 


lutionary Claims. 
On mialion by Mr. KING, it was ordered that the 


Committee on Commerce be discharged from the 
further consideration of the peiiion of the vestry 
and chu‘chwardens of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of Charleston, S. C. and thatit be referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WHITE, of Tennessee, presented a pream- 
ble and resolutions of the Legis'ature of the State 
ef Tennessee, which he asked might be read, laid 

| on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
; The resolutions were then read, and were as fol- 
| 


lows: 
Wueneas, the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee 
have, on various occasions, when in their opinion the great 
public interests ofthe country demanded it, expressed, in the 
f most solemn form, their views in regard to questions of a na- 
tional character involving the welfare of the people of the 
United States, and have at all times, when ‘eemed necessary to 
give practical effect to the sentiments which they entertained, 
availed themselves of the power which legitimately, and in 
conformity with long established- Republican usage, throughout 
the Union, belonged to them, of instructing their Senators, and 
requesting their Representatives in Congress to carry out, as to 
specific measures, their deciared wishes; and whereas, te 
extraordinary circumstances which have existed for the last 
few years in the financial and commercial interests of the 
United States remain unabated, and under causes of increased 
excitement and difficulty, originating, as we believe, in the same 
vast source of public mischief; and whereas, wedo solemnly 
believe that to that source, the late Bank of the United States, 
is in a great degree to be attributed the oppressive calamities 
under which we have suffered and through which we are now 
actually passing; and whereas, during the history of the laet 
few years we have seen this mammoth moneyed power arug: 
gling almost with success against the Government, and wield- 
ing a power in the production of panic and disaster, that, in the 
language of its boldest advocates, we were pronounced to be 
in the midst of a revolution; and the terrible evils which we 
have not only been taught it may inflict, and the present ad- 
monitions, which proceed from the last throes and agonies of 
that expiring power, justify us, and demand at the hands of 
the General Assembly, who should truly be the guardians of 
the happiness and prosperity ef the people, any effort which can 
in any wise strengthen the councils of the nation against the 
recurrence of similar canses and results, and which may en- 
courage the Administration of the country to adhere to its exist- 
ing wise and prudent policy in regard to this great and absorb- 
ing subject: and 

Whereas, the Constitution of the United States contemplates a 
Treasury to be beld by the Government, wholly free from an 
necessary connection with banks, and the present crisis, as well 
astimes past, have demonstrated the wisdom of such a mea- 
sure; this General Assembly do most fully approve the policy 
heretofore 1ecommended by the President of the United States 
in relation to what has been denominated an Independent Trea- 
sury, and believe that the passage of the measure brought for- 
ward in the last Congress, or somesimilar system upon this 
subject, would be not only prudent, but is absolutely demanded 
by the peculiar and remarkable vicissitudes which have acted 
powerfully upon the currency and commerceof our country; 
and, further, that such a measure would contribute to the mora 
permanent stability of our institutions, the independence of the 
Government for a'l purposes of peace and war, to check the 
wiki andextravagant spirit of the age that has come upon us 
w th areckless fury, and would ultimately tend to bring us back 
t sober reflection, steady pursuits, and the confirmed posses- 
sion of an ample prosperity; and 

Whereas, this General Assembly do believe, that the public 
domain of the United States should not be treated by the General 
Government as a mere source for the acquisition of money to 
the public Treasury, but by reducing the price to reasonable 
and moderate rates should rather be regarded as the great and 
extensive means of encouragement to the augmentation of our 
population, and the reward of the laborer and the husband- 
man, (by the grant of pre-emption rights) who in times of peril 
will be a powerful bulwark to the frontier, and the right arm of 
safety and defence against the hostile invasion of a foreign foe: 
ani 

Whereas, the liberty of speech and the freedom of the press 
are considered as invaded directly, or by implicalion, in the 
Provisious ofa bill which was brought before the Senate of 
the United States at the last session of Congress, entitled ‘a bill 
to prevent the interference of certain Federal officers in elec- 
tions: and 

Whereas, the people ofthe United States have long paid a 
tribute of millions to the monopolista of salt, under the tax 
which has been imposed upon the foreign importations of that 
necessary article, whereby the quantity which wonld otherwise 
have been introduced into the United S:ates has been dimi- 
nished, and the price to the consumer increased: and 

Whereas, Teviewing the history of our Government for the 
last ten yeara, a Period which will be remarkable throngh all 
future time, and looking around upon the events now being daily 
developed, this General Assemby have reason to congratulate 
the country that its destinies were cast at the approach of the 
greatand tiy’ seventswhich have, within that period, rapidly 
succeeded cacho her, in the handsofunr venerable an‘! patriotic 
tellow-citi.en Andrev Jackson: and, whereas, hia poliry began 
the restora io of that system which was hailed in 1800, as the 
estab‘ishnt nof sound principles, and was steadily pursued by 
him and tr: nmitted with the imprees of his character to the 
hands of k a distinguished successor: and, whereas, the firm 
and patier.t wisdom ofthe prsent Chief Magistrate, pursuing 


the seme policy, has success{ully conducted our domestic and 
foreign relations in the midst of peculiar and very extraordina- 
1y difficuities: Therefore, be it 

1. Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ten- 
Ressee, That our Senatora in Congress ve instructed, and our 
Representatives requesied, to vute against the chartering by 
Congress of a National Bank. 

2. Resolved further, That our Senators in Congress be in- 
structed, and our Representatives requested, to vote for, and to 
useall fair and proper exertions to procure the paasage of a 
measure brought forward in the Congress of the United States 
commonly called the Sub-Treasury bill, or Independent Trea- 
sury bill, the object of which was to separate the collection, 
keeping, and disbursement of the 
so as to make tie Treasu 
of all banks, as recommended by the President of the United 


States in his several messages communicated to the last Con- | 


grees of the United States. 

3. Resolved further, 
qoalifediy condemn the provisions ofa bill heretofore before 
the Senate of the United States at its last session, entitled “a 


Public maney from ail banks, . 
of the United States independent | 


That this General Assembly doth un- 


bill to prevent the interference of certain Federal officers in .; 
elections,” which bill this General Assembly doth declareta he _ 


a violation of the Constitution of the United States, which pro- 
vides that “Congress shall pass no law abridging the freedom 
ofspeech and of the press,” and they doas unqualifiedly con- 
demn the vote given in favor of said bill by the Senators in 
Congress from this State, and our said Senators in Congress are 
hereby instructed, andour Representatives requesied, to vote 
against, and to uce all fair and proper exertions to prevent the 
passage of the same or any similar bill. 


esolced further, That our Senators in Congress be in- ° 


structed, and our Representatives requested, to vote against 
the measure heretofure brought before Congress, which had for 
its object the distribution among the States, the proceeds of the 
sales of the publ:c lands, and that they be further instructed to 
vote for,and use all fair and proper exertioas to procure the 

e of, a law for the graduation and reduction of the price 
of the public lands, and for granting pre-em, tion rights to the 
occupant settlers thereon. 

5. Resolved further, That our Senators in Congress be in- 
strueted, and our Representatives requested, to vote for, and 
use all fair and proper exertions to procure the passage of, a 
a law repealing the duties on imported salt. 

6. Resolved further, That this General Assembly doth hear- 
«ily approve the leading measures and policy of the Adminis- 
trations of Andrew Jackson and Martin Van Buren, and our 
Senators in Congress are hereby instructed, and our Represen- 
tatives requested, to support, in good faith, the leading mea- 
sures and policy as brought forward and advocated by the pre- 
sent President of the United States, and to use all fair and 
proper exertions to carry out, sustain, and accomplish the 
game. 

7. And resolved further, That the Governor be requested to 
transmit to cachot our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gresa & copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions. 
ae ex JONAS E. THOMAS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

THOS. LOVE, , 
gen ; Speaker of the Senate. 
- Adopted 14th November, 1839. 

Mr. W. said, that for the purpose of avoid- 
ing any misapprehension, or misrepresentaticn of 
his remarks in reply to the Legislature of his State, 
he would, with the consent of the Senate, read from 
a paper he held in his hand, that reply. 

ave being unanimously accorded, M. W. read, 
at great length, his reasons for non-compliance with 
the instructions, and concluded by resigning his, 
seat as a Senator of the Unitet States. 

Mr. W. said, that is the answer which, if God 
spares me, [ intend tosend, without delay, to the 
Legislature of Tennessee. I am no longer a mem- 
ber of this body; of its hcnors I shall receive no 
share; from its labors I shall be excused, and from 
the high responsibility which rests upon it for this 
and for foture generations, I am now absolved. 1 
new part from this honorable body in the same 
spirit by which I have ever been actua'ed, while 
associated with them; wishing them, individually 
and collective y, every blessing which the worid 
can bestow; and allow me to express the hops that 
their conduct will ever be such that at the last mo- 
ment every individaal can withdraw from the 
world with a quiet conscience. 

Mr. GRUNDY was understood to say that, as to 
the iastructions generally, he considered them as co- 
inciding with bis own opinions, and he thought he 
was prepared to fo'low them. He had no recollection 
of any instructions here that differed from his own 
views and practice, with a s mpie exception, which 
was that of the Independent Treasury. He had 
voted against that just before he left this body; bat 
he had done so in -obedience to instructions, and 
against his own judgment. He would now, there- 
fore, vote in favor of it, agreeably to later instrac- 
tions, and in accordance with his own jndgment. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, it was ordered that 
the memorial of Samuel Norris be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the memorial of 
Benjamin Carleton; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. _ 

Mr. H. also presented the memorial of Na- 
thaniel Gunnison; which was referred to the Come 
prittee on Commerce, 
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Mr. H. also presented the memorial of Abigail 
Carleton and others; which was referred to the 
Committee on Nava! Affairs. 

Mr. H. also presentea the memorial of Edward 
Ward and others, praying that provision may be 
made for granting pensious to the widows and chit- 


! dren of the non-commissioned officers and soldiers 


ofthe army, who may die or be killed in the ser- 
vice of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LUNN presented the memcrial of the West- 


` em Academy of Natural Sciences, at St. Loms, 
Missouri, praying the aid of the General Govern- || 


ment in the purchase ofa library and instruments, 
the erection of asuitab‘e building, and the purchase 
of ground for a botanic garden for that institution; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 


` Lands, and ordered to be priated. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which had been referred a message from 


the President of the United States, transmitting ia- | 


formation in compliance with a resoiution of the 


Senate, ia relation to the banks which have recent- ` 


. ly suspended specie payments, &c. asked that they 


be discharged from the further consideration there- 
of, and that it be laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed, and that two thousand addit:onal co- 
pies be printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. W. also from the same committee, to 
which was referred a report from the Secretary of 
State in compliance with a resolution of the Se- 
nate, showing the nature and extent of the privi- 
leges and restrictions of the commercial intercourse 
of the United States with all foreign nations, asked 
to ke discharged from is further consideration, 


| and that 2,500 additional copies be printed for the 
| use of the Senate; which was agreed to. 


Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, to which had been referred a 
bill to authorize the New Albany and Mount Car- 
mel Railroad company to enter, on a credit, a 
quantity of land to aid the cumpany in the con- 
struction of a railroad from New Albany, Indiana, 
to Mount Carmel, Illinois, and for other purposes, 
reported the same with seme amendments, accom- 
panied by a report in favor of the objects of the 
dill. 

Mr. Y. also, from the same committee, reported 
à bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road 


in the Sfates of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; which | 


was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which had been referred the petition of Enoch 


Bildwin, made a report thereon, (which was or- | 


dered to be printed,) accompanied by a bill for the 
relief of the owners of the British brig De patce»; 
wh:ch was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. DAVIS also, in pursuance of no‘ice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a biil to refund to 


Noah Miller and others a part of the proceeds of | 


the sale of the British sloop Mary and cargo, which 
were captured by them, and libetled and sold for 
the t eoefit of the United „States; which was read, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. TAPPAN, trom the Committee on Naval : 


Affairs, to which was referred the petition of Archi- 
bald S. Campbell, made an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which was referred a bill for the 
benefit of the Selma aud Tennessee Railroad Cem- 
pany, rerorted the same without amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Commiiteé on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
Jcsiah Sturges and others, made an adverse report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which had been referred a me- 
morial of the president and directors of the Gaines- 
ville and Narkeeta Railroad ce: mpany, prayicg a 
grant of land to aid in the consiractien of said 


road, reported a bill for the benefit of the Gaines- | 


ville and Narkeeta Railrcad Company; which was 
read, and ordered to a secen d reading. 

On motion by Mr. CALHOUN, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate whether 
the Government of Great Britain has yet made 
compensation tọ our citizeng in the case of the 
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brigs Enterprise, Encomium, and Comet: the 
first of which was forced, by stress of weather, into 
Port Hamilion, in Bermuda, and the otber two 
wreck d on the keys cf the Bahama, and the 
slaves on board forcitly seized and d~a ned; wiih 
the copy of auy correspon ‘ence relatirg thereto 
which may have taken place since the answer of 
the call at the last session on the same subject. 

_ Mr. PRESTON submitted the following resolu- 
tior: 

Resolved, That- the Ccmmittee cn Finance in- 
quire into the propriety of modifying the duties on 
the importation of works in marble, so as to an- 
thorize the discrimination of the works of citizens 
of the United Staies residing abroad fiee ef duty, 
wa of other productions of fine aits ata reduced 

uly. 

Mr. NORVELL introduced the fo'lowing re-o- 
lution: 

Resolved, That tte Committee cn the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pass- 
ing a general bankrupt law. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana subm'tted the follov ing: 

Resolved, ‘Tat the Secretary of War be dierted 
to send to the Senate a cupy of the report of Na- 
thaniel West, commissioner to invesugate claims 
against the Miami Indians, for the year 1839. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY, 

Mr. WRIGHT said, that to-day was set apart 
for the consideration of two bills reported from the 
Commitee on Finance; but in consequence cf the 


j greet importance of the unfinished business, he 


would not deem it his duty to press their considera- 
tion at this time: he, however, co:siderad it ex- 
tremely desirable that they should be takea up to- 
morrow. : 

SETTLEMENT OF FLORIDA. 

The bill for the armed occupation and settte- 
ment of that part of the Territory of Fiorda now 
overrun by marauding bands of hostile Indians 
was then taken np. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he wou'd ask the leave of the 
Sevate to modify his resolution to recommit- the 
bil w th instructions. He wished that the commit- 
tee m’ght be ab'e to take the amendments offered 
by himself, and the suggestions thrown out by 
other Senators why have spoken on the subject, 
into cons‘d«ration, without any restrictions. He 
therefore modified his motion by siriking ont the 
words “with instructions.” 

Mr. BENTON said he desired, if no other Sena- 
tor wished to make any remarks on the bill, to say 
a few words in conclusion. No other Senator 
manifesting a disposition to speak, 

Mr. B. procee led at 'ergth to address the Senate 
in reply to the objections raised against the bill; 

And after some remarks in reply by Mr. 
PRESTON, 

The question was taken on resommitting the bi'l 
with the amendments, which was agreed to. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Mowpay, January 13, 1840. 

Mr. PICKENS asked the kind indulgence of the 
House, while he calsd its attention to a matter 
somewhat personal to himself. He alluded to an 
article whi-h appeared in one of the city papers on 
Saturday last. It had been his habit, for several 
years past, when any thing scurrilous with regard 
to him appeared in any of the vile and slandercus 
papers of the day, to pass it by with the deep con- 
tempt which its infamy merited. But his apotcgy 
for noticing the publication he alluded to, arose 
from the fact that some others besides himself were 
implicated. A paragraph, Mr. P. said, had ap- 
peared in the Madiscnian of Satarday last, in the 
following words: ` f 

“A gentleman long well knownin this city, whos 
name and character we believe to be a sufficient 
guuarantee of his truth and s'neerity, called upon 
us on Thursday last and divulzed to us a secret of 
which he was possessed, and of which he had b:2- 
fore heard some intimations, which will plare 
the coalition in a point of view more shocing 
than any that has yet strack the publiceye. The 
secret allude 1 to relates to the terms of a bargain 
consummated, as is said, between Blair ani Rives, 
the candidates of he Van Burenites, and General 
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Duff Greeo, the candidate of the Calhoun Nal- 
lifiers, in respect to the printing of the House of Re- 
presentatives. i 

“The substance of the matter communicated to 
us, is this: that General Duff Green has said in 
this cily in the presence of a witness, that 
if Gales and Seaton would give him 8 per cent. 
on the bills fur the printing of the House, he 
could secure them the contract—tha! he had 
been offered $10,000, a gross sum to be paid 
in cash, by another firm, (meaning Blair & Rives,) 
and that unless Gales and Seaton, whom he prefer- 
red, closed with him speedily, his friends having 
the balance of power in the House of Representa- 
tives, he should give it to Blair and Rives, or words 
to that effect. > 

“Messrs. Gales and Seaton, tays our informant, 


would not ‘hear to the proposal,’ and he infers. 


from the previous asseveration of Gen. Greon, and 
from the fact, as he says, of a certain note of a 
large amount having been unexpectedly paid at the 
bank, and certain bail released, that the bargain 
with Blair and Rives was immediately clossd, and 
the money, or a larger part thereof, paid over in 
cash. 

“For ourself, we affirm nothing, except the sub- 
stance of the communication made to us. Of the 
trath of that communication, we are authorized to 
state that, if it be denied, a witness is ready to sub- 
‘stantiate it before a tribunal of justice.” 

Mr. P. said he would not detain the House by 
reading the balance of this paragraph, for upon the 
ma'ters there suggested, he did not pretend to 
be informed. He did not kcow what General 
Green had said to any member of this Honse; but 
the charge to which he called the public attention 
was, that General Green was the candidate of the 
Calhoun Nullifiers. I appeal, said Mr. P. to those 
gentlemen with whom I act—and they are but few— 
ani, in their name--if it te intended by this 
artful s'anderer to assert, that he has ever 
received counsel or assistance, directly or indirectly, 
from me or from them—I say it is an infamous 
falsshood. I do not mean to say that l have any 
knowledge of what General Green did or did not say 
to any person whatever, when I repudiate the idea 
that he ever was, in the slightest degree, our can- 
didate., On the first day that I came here, I re- 
ceived a note stating that he would be a candidate, 
and could be elected—but, Mr. Speaker, you know 
how I treated that ncete. I never gave him the 
slightest countenance. Ihave risen merely to re- 
ply to the vile charge to which I-have called the 
attention of the House, and I throw it back 
upon the author with the scorn and contempt 
jt deserves. I have nothing more to say 
on this subject. The moment the Harrisburg Con- 
vention made its nomination, my mind was made 
up fcr whom I should vote. I think, said Mr. P. 
that th's circums'ance furnishes an additional rea- 
son why we should settle these low contentions 
growiog out of the election of Printer, by going 
into that election at once, and then passing the re- 
solutions of the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
Anprrson] in relation to the final settlement of 
the matter, and separating the public printing from 
the political press hereafter. Mr. P. returned his 
thanks to the House for their kind indulgence, and 
took his seat. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Indiana, asked permission of the honorable 
gentleman who was entitled to the floor, and of the House, 
while he moved a suspension of the rules in order to move the 
reference to the Committce on the Judiciary of Document No. 
—, onthe aubject of the Wabash and ErieCanal land claims, 
together with the resolutions of the Legislature of Indiana on 
the same subject, and the pijnting of the latter. 

The motion requiring the Reneral consent of the House, and 


Pty PECK and severe other objecting, it was not re- 


. Ci Re of Pennsylvania, who was entitled to the 
floot, briefly egamined the Constitution and laws with re- 
ference to this@ase. New Jersey, he said, had complied with 
the Constituyn by electing men to take care of her interests 
on tigt floog and that she had been grossly wronged when she 
was ig seats for her Representatives, who were legall 
returned under the seal of that State, which was in itself hig 
and conclusive evidence of election, and could not be im- 
poached by any collateral evidence in any court in the United 
tates. But he did not claim that Mr. Acrice and his asso- 
.Ciates were entitled to seats on the commission alone, but that 
they were eutitled, also, because they had received a majority 
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e legal votes of the people of New Jersey. All the prece- 
is wich had been oid by gentlemen on the other aile; 
without a single exception, (he said,) goes to sustain i 7 
claims of Mr. Aycriee and his associates, the persons holding 
the legal credentials, and that they were entitled to hold seats in 
the first instance, until the matter should be properly investi- 
gated. He did not deny the power of the committee to go be- 
hind the certificate and investigate the election, and see if 
frauds had been committed by the county clerks, and even at 
the polls, but contended that New Jersey should be Tepresent- 
ed on the floor in the mean time, and the committee should first 
investigate the returns and decide who were entitled to hold 
geats until the other matters behind the certificates could be 1n- 
vestigated. He dwelt on the injustice that would accrue to 
New Jersry should the House persist in depriving her of five- 
sixths of her representation. Important laws, he said, might 
be enacted—even war itself might be declared—and yet she 
would be deprived of a voice on that floor, and at the same 
time would have to share in the responsibility, anu would be 
compelled to sustain these measures by her treasure and her 
blood, Mr. C. then referred to the various precedents, particu- 
larly those of Pennsylvania, which had been referred to in jus- 
tification of the course of the House in this matter. He in- 
stanced the contest in the State of Pennsylvania between Bell 
and Brooks. Bell was permitted to take his seat in 
the Legislature, in the first place, and participate fully 
all the deliberations of that body, notwithstanding it was known 
that Brooks had a majority of the votes, and was prepared to 
exhibit proof of the fact. _ It was to the casting vote of Bell that 
rebellion in the State of Pennsylvania was made successful. 
Some gentlemen, as a justification of their course in the New 
Jetsey contest, pretend that it was respect for the voice of the 
people which induced them to exclude her representatives from 
seats. This, he said, was to his mind a strange kind of respect 
for the people, to disregard the aùthority which the people them- 
selves had constitutedjto make known their wishes—that the Go- 
vernor and Council, under the organic law, was the only chan- 
nel through which the people could make their voice be heard 
upon that floor or elsewhere. He contended that the Governor 
and Council were right in rejecting the votes of Millville and 
South Amboy, on account of informality—and that the Commit- 
tee of &lections could not count them, because they had not been 
taken in conformity with the laws of New Jersey—that, in 
one instance, one of the inspectors had been excluded 
from a seat in direct violation of law, which, he was 
understood to say, was the cause for the rejection of the 
poll in the district in which he should have presided; if the 
principles ef law, common sense, or precedents were at all to 
be consulted, that the Governor was perfectly justifiable in ex- 
cluding thase polls. He contended that Messrs. Aycrrce and as- 
sociates, the gentlemen holding the certificates, had discovered 
two hundred and forty-oxe illegal votes—eighty-three alien, one 
hundred and for y-five non-residents, and others voting twice, 
andso forth—and that they were consequently elected by the 
legal votes given; and that this evidence had been properly ta- 
ken, and was the right kind of evidence to produce to this 
House, and for the action of the committee. This, he eaid, was 
no contest in law; that the Democratic claimants had not ap- 
proached that House in a legal andconstitutional way; had not 
presented their petition to make ita regular contested case; 
and there was no evidence upon which to exclude Messrs. 
Aycriag and company from seats. He contended that the 
statement of the Secretary of State was not legal evidence upon 
which that House could act; that it would not be received in 
any court, and therefore should not be accredited nor received 
by the Committee of Elections for their action. 

Mr. C. then went into an examination of the speech of Mr. 
Duncan, which, in gome facetious remarke, he compared with 
the landlord’s supper in Don Quixote. The landlord, he said, 
had promise | the traveller every dainty which the season could 
afford, but when he was pressed for his bill of fare, all that he 
could serve up for a supper was a mess of “cows heels.” So 
it was, he said, with the gentleman from Ohio; he had pro- 
mised to prove, by indisputable testimony, that the gentlemen 
holding the certificates were not entitled to seats; yet, after all 
his great flourishes, and promises of facts, by which it was ex- 
pecten he would annihilate the claims of these gentlemen, he 

ad, like the landlord, failed; he had served his mess of “cows 
heels” by producing ez parte affidavits, taken by, God knows 
whom, and documents which had again and again been brought 
before the country. He concluded his remarks by occupying 
the same grounds which had been previously taken by other 
gentlemen on the same side of the question, and denounced the’ 
Administration party—contending that they had acted in this 
matter solely with a view to party interests, to secure the elec- 
tions of Speaker, Clerk, and Printer. 

Mr. LEET thought if ever there was a subject exhausted on 
earth, it was that relating to the New Jersey elections. We 
are now (said he) in the seventh week of the session, and, so far 
as this subject is concerned, we are just (said he) where we 
were at first—we have not advanced one step. He felt himself, 

therefore, under these circumstances, compelled to say that he 
would not inflict a speech on the House at this time, nor would 
he attempt to occupy its attention until it had received a report 
fiom the Committee of Elections. He had his opinions, and 
had avowed theni sufficiently in the votes he had given, while 
he was prepared to vindicate them now; but he sincerely be- 
lieved that further discussion in the present stage of the busi- 
ness, would be a useless consumption of the t'me of the Ifouse. 
Were he an oll member, and had he a more extensive ac- 
quaintance with thé members, he would venture an 
appeal to their good sense, and ask them if it was 
not time to do something on this question. I have 
listened with much pleasure to the arguments of my 
colleague, for whom I have great respect, and think that it may 
be answered conclusively; but would prefer taking the ques- 
tion without prolonging the discussion. Mr, L. said he rose on 
Saturday, and tried to obtain the floor, with a view to put an 
end to this interminable debate. The matter must ultimately 
be sent to acommittee, and let it go there atonce, Gentlemen 
could make their speeches when the report of the committee 
was before the House. The question now was on the motion 
made by the gentleman from South Carolina, the chairman of 
the Committee of Elections, from whom it most appropriately 
came, and to have that motion decided upon without further 
useless delay, he would move the previous question. 

Mr. RAMSAY appeated to the gentleman to withdraw his 
motion fora moment, to enable him to make a few remarks. 

Mr ESET aew te motion 1 uow an explanation 

. R. on conditio e R. woma renew jé 
concluded, nt at Mr R. wont renee it when he 
/ 
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t thatthe House would concede to him 
hose who delayed ees of the 
aking long speeches on this floor; but, at the same 
Cn m aawilling to permit gentlemen to run away mih 
the question entirely. He had the same right to be eard that 
was conceded to others, and would now proceed to anwar 
some of the remarks of his colleague, [Mr. Coorer,] w n te 
most wantonly dragged Pennsylvania into the arena for the 
so of covering her with disgrace. s; , 
PM. Leer here interrupted Mr. R. and said that he aia ñor 
yield him the floor for the purpose of making a peco i ut 
merely for the purpose of making an explanation. I aoe 
was to be made, Mr. L. said he was entitled to the floor, an hes 
prepared to make it; but he thought further debate wou b 
highly inexpedient, and that it was time that this apparently 
interminable question was put an end to. -7 
The Cuar said that Mr. RAMSEY was entitled to the floor. ] 


Mr. RAMSEY replied, that he regretted exceedingly the in- 


Mr. RAMSEY though 
that he was not one of t 


' terruption of his colleague on such an occasion; and said that, 


ashe had the floor, he would keep it until he had concluded his 


: remarks. These, said he, as promised, shall be brief and to the 


purpose. : , 
: ie had listened with much attentionto the various argu- 


; ments offered on this question since the commencement of the 
| session, and he acknowledged that a great deal of Jegal lore had 
` been elicited on one side, sustainel by broad seals an'i quibbling 


technicalities; whilst on the other, the simple facts seemed to be 
mainly relied upen. He would not permit himself to go into an 
examination of the subject under the circumstances In which 


' he stood, and would vote most cheerfully for its immediate re- 
| ference to the Committee of Elections, in conformity with the 


: Cooper} and others 


resolution of the gentleman from South Carolina, {Mr. CAMP- 
RELL.] To that committee it ought to have gone a month 
since. But, (Mr. R. said,) he rose chiefly for the purpose of 
repelling the charges brought against the people of Pennsyl- 
vania, the honest yeomanry of that State, by his colleague [Mr. 
He never would consent to set still in his 
place and quietly listen, for days and weeks, to the continued 
strain of invective there had been kept up here against his na- 
tive State and her institutions, and would expose at once the 
presumption of the assailants, and the utter recklessness of their 
assertions. I say (continued Mr. R.) that my colleague has 
u'terly perverted the conclusion naturally to be deduced from 
the Pennsylvania cases of contested elections, as cited and ap- 
plied te the question now before the House. In truth, both 
questions are identically the same in the main particular—ani 
that is in the high handed and daring attempt of the Governor 
and Council of New Jersey to appoint members of Congress in 
opposition to the expressed will of the people, and the infamons 
proceedings on the part of Governor Ritner, in issuing letters 
patent to men of straw to fill seats in the State Legislature, de- 
nied them at the polls. Both, sir, are revolutionary move- 
ments on the part of the Governors of New Jersey and Penn- 
sylvania, and they, with their retainers, Privy Council, Bank 
agents, Halifax rioters, and pensioned menials, strewed along 
the public works thick as the locusts of Egypt, are the worthies 
who should properly be branded asthe authors of conspiracy 
and rebellion ; they are the only persons who have attempted to 
trample the Constitution acd laws under foot. The people of 
Pennsylvania stood by the Constitution and the laws, they 
upheld the drooping banner of freedom, and although de- 
nounced as canaille and dog-fighters on this floor, their bold- 
ness and energy outfaced the treasonable machinations of a 
band of conspirators worthy of Catiline and the degenerate 
days of Rome. Dog-fighters, indeed! (exclaimed Mr. R.) The 
honest yeomanry of Pennsylvania who assembled at Harris- 
burg, composed of the most wealthy and influential citizens of 
the State, a mob too! These declarations sound mighty well 
here, but those who know and: understand the proceedings of the 
citizens concerned therein, will laugh to scorn this fishwoman 
slander. Why, sir, I maintain that ifthe people of Pennsyl- 
vania had permitted Governor Ritner and his Secretary to 
thrust into the legislative halls their menials and dependants, in 
Opposition to legal certificates, a majority of votes, and the 
Jaws and Constitution of the land, as was the case in the county 
of Philadelphia, and the one presented at the pening of the 
Legislature, then they would truly have deservedall the very 
gentlemanly epithets that have been heaped upon them. But, 


| git, they proved themselves lineally descended from the same 


dog-fighters and mobitea who rose in rebellion against a King 
and a Parliament; who owned the soil, who tilled it, who fought 
and bled, and finally achieved our glorious Revolution. Sir, I 
exult in the resistance of my fellow-citizens tothe first attempt 
made to place collars upon their necks, and to convert them, 
not into dog-fighters, but into dogs themselves. It augurs well 
for the Republic, and the stability of our institutions. 

lam sick to death of hearing about this everlasting mob at 
Harrisburg; and I would ask my chivalrous colleague why he 
and his valiant friends did not stand up like men, and cut off 
the heads and ears of this monster, instead of making tracks from 
the Capitol, North, East, South, and Weest, and even Jumping out 
of the hack windows. I happened to be present, with huncreds 
of the hanest farmers of my neighborhood, and the scampering 
was truly laughable; the cow’s heels that the gentleman talked 
about in his speech the other day, in reply to my friend from 
Ohio, [Mr. Duncan] would not have answered the Purpose 
there. Well, Sir, I was one of that mob; and so help me Hea. 
ven, if there is ever such another—if I ever witness an attempt 
on the part ofa Governor and his humble Secretary to trample 
the Conatitution under foot, for the purpose of carrying out the 
principle of“ treating elections as if they had not happened. m 
I will be amongst them once more, and if remonstrance will not 
do (makinga significant gesture) he would go a step further. 
But, sir, I promised not to make a speech, and I think under 
the circcmstances, my colleague ought to have declined occu: 
pying the time of ihe House. Now, particularly, as it is 
extremely doubtful, to gay the least of it, whether he is himself 
entitled to sit inthis Hall, If I could call up the ghosts of the 
departed dog fighters and lazzaroni of the Millerstown disrict 
I could a tale unfold; but without their supernatural aid. i 
pledge myself to prove here, that in this precinct where there 
are but three hundred resident citizens, the gentleman himseif, 
whe talks so magnanimously about frauds, received 1,500 ma: 
jority. “So much for Buckingham.” 1 now move the previous 


question. 

Mr. LEET asked if the motion for th i ati 
world not cnt off the amendments, in case it prevailed. o On 
me DAE rpi in the affirmative. l 

j on wasthen taken on seconding t tl 
previous question, and it was carried in the tease ons 


The prehminary question, shall the main question be now 
put? was alsotaker, and carried; when, 

The yeas and naye having been called for by several mem- 
bers, they were accordingly ordered, and the main question 
being taken on agreeing to Mr. CAMPBELL’S resolution, as 

ows: 

Resolved, That all papers or other testimony in possession 
of or within the control of this House, in relation to the late 
election in New Jersey for Representatives in the 26th Con- 
gress of the United States, be referred to the Committee of 
Elections, with instructions to inquire and report. who areen- 
titled to occupy, as members of this House, the five contested 
seats from that State. 

Resolved, That a copy ofthis resolution be served on Jonn 
B. Aycriao, Jonn P. B. MAXWELL, WILLIAM TIALSTED, CHAS. 
C. STRATTON, THOMAS JoNES Yorke, PETER D. Vroom, PHILS- 
mon Dickgrson, WrLLraM R. Coopar, DANIEL B. RYALL, 
and Josgpa Kits, all citizens of New Jersey, claiming to be 
Representatives from that State in this Congress, aud that the 
service be made upon each gentleman personally, or by leaving 
a copy at his usual residence; and that said committee be autho- 
rized tosend for persons and papers: 

It was decided by yeas and nays, as follows—yeas 176, 
nays 16, as follows: . 

EAS—Messrs, Adams, Alford, Judson Allen, Jahn W. 
Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Simeon H. Anderson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Black, Bond, Boyd, 
Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. 
Brown, Anson Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William 
O. Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, John Campbell, Wm. B Camp- 
bell, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Chittenden, 
Clark, Clifford, Coles, James Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Crai ; 
Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Cushing, Dana, Davee, EL 
ward Davies, John Davis, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, 
Deberry, Dillett, Doig, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, 
Ely, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornavce, James 
Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, 
Graves, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, Wm. 
8. Hastings, John Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hill of 
North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubbard, Hunt, Jackson, Jameson, Charles John- 
ston, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John 
W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kempshali, Lawrence, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, Mc- 
Culloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, Medill, Monroe, 
Montanya, Montgomery, Morgan, Caivary Morris, Naylor, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Parish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Peck, Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, 
Ramsey, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rives, 
Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, 
Slade, Albert Smith, John Smith, Truman Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
a00, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Vanderpoe!, David 
D. Wagener, Peter J. agner, Watterson, Weller, John 
White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, 
J el L. Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Worthington 
—176. 


NAYS—Messrs. Barnard, Mark A. Cooper, Curtis, Everett, 
Rice Garland, William Cost Johnson, es Rayner, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Stanly, Storrs, Underwood, Edward D. White, 
Lewis Williams, and Christopher H. Williams—16. 

So the resolution was adopted, and the whole subject of the 
New Jersey election, with all the papers relating thereto, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Elections. , 

Mr. DAVIS moved that the House now, in pursuance of the 
jo ee ofthe Senate, proceed to the election of a Chap- 
jain; an 

Mr. CUSHING rose to a point of -order, and contended that 

titions had precedence over this motion. No opportunity had 

Been offered since the commencement of the session for pre- 
senting petitions, of which he had several in his drawer. 
» By Mr. JARED W. WILLIAMS: The petition of H. Ste- 
vens and others, for the revisal of the law for protecting the re- 
venue against frauds. Referred to the Committee on Manu- 
f g:ures. 

y the petition of Sally Stanley, for a pension. Referred 
to the Committee on Revolu‘ionary Pensions. ; 

On motion of Mr. HENRY, of Pennsylvania: The petitions 
from Beaver county, Pennsylvania, praying for the establish- 
ment ofa national armory at the falls of Bever river, in said 
county, and also a resolution of eens poarch of Pennsylva- 
nia on the same subject, were refe to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, under a rule of the House. : 

By Mr. PETRIKIN: The petition and documents of Benja- 
min F. Wertly and Jacob Borton, were referred to the appro- 
priate committee, under resolution of the 4th January. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, presented during the last week the 
claim of the heirs of Col. Francia Vigo, and the claim of James 
B. McCatcheon, both of Indiana, which were severally referred 
the appropriate committees, under the general resolution upon 
the subject offered by Mr. WiLLiams, of Kentucky. ee 

Mr. RAMSEY rose and asked Jeave to present a petition 
from sundry citizens of Pennsylvania, affirming that their rights 
have been violated by an individual’s taking his seat in this 
Honse as their Representative, who was not elected. by them; 
and asking an investigation of the fraads committed. , 

Mr. R. contended that the petition was a privileged question, 
relating to the organization of the House, and therefore had 
precedence over all other business. oe Sa 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked leave to present a similar petition, 
contending that it not only had precedence over all other busi- 
Ness, but over all oiher petitions. ; d . 

A desultory conversation then ensued in relation to the point 
of order involved, in which Messrs. RAMSEY, DAVIS, of In- 
diana, PETRIKiN, TOLAND, JAMESON, took part; when 

Mr. RAMSEY insisting that his wasa privileged motion, and 
asking the Carr to state his decision on it, 

The CHAIR required Mr. R. to state thesubstance of the pe- 
tition, in order that he might decide whether it was a privileged 
motion or not. 

Mr. RAMSEY said the petition was from the voters of the 
Third Congressional District of Pennsylvania, complaining 
that an individnal (Cuartes Nayior] had taken his seat in 
this House as their R-presentative who was not entitled to it; 
and th? petitioners asked the House to investigate the frauds 
that had been committed, by which this individual obtained his 
seat, Mr. R. eaid he claimed the right to present this petition, 
ar rejating to the organization of the House, which ought to be 

fic st business before it. 
h CHAIR decided that the petition was not of that charac- 
entitle it to precedence over other petitions, 


| Lincoin] had made no motion for the reception. 
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Mr. RAMSEY appealed from the decision of the Cuar; but 
subsequently withdrew his appeal at the request of several of 
his friends, and moved a suspension of the rules tor the purpose 
of referring the petition to the Committee of Elections. After 
the settlement and reference of the New Jersey case this 
morning, he hoped no gentleman would object to his motion. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested to the House that there should 
be no objection to receiving and referring this petition, and he 
hoped it would be done by general consent. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked if the gentleman from’Pennsyl- 
vania meant that all petitions were to have preference, or did 
he mean that this particular petition was a privileged ques- 


tion? 

Mr. RAMSEY said he referred to the petition only that he 
now proposed to present; and if any gentleman objected he 
would cail for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said there were objections; when . 

The yeas and nays were then ordered, and the question taken 
and decided in the negative, yeas 118, nays77, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Blackwell, Botts, Boyd, 
Brewster, Brigge, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 
William O. Butler, John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Chapman, 
Clifford, Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Craig, Crockett, 
Cross, Cushing, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Doan, Doig, Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, James Garland, Gerty, Goggin, Goode, Graham, 
Habersham, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, John Hill, of 
Va. John Hill, N. C. Holleman, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, William Cost 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Lowell, 
Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Marchand, Medill, 
Montanya, Naylor, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Patris, Payn- 
ter, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, 
Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, 
John Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swear- 


| ingen, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob 


Thompson, Toland, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpeel, David 
D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 


and Worthington—118. 


NAYS—Measrs. Alford, John W. Alien, Simeon H. Ander 
son, Andrews, Barnard, Bond, Brockway, Anson Brown 
Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, 
Clark, Coles, James Cooper, Cranston, Curtis, Davies, John W- 
Davis, Garret Davis, Deberry, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Fill- 
more, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Granger, Graves, 
Green, Grinnell, William S. Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, 
James, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, Lawrence, Mallery, 
Marvin, Mitchell, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Ogle, Osborne 
Palen, Peck, Profit, Randall, Randolph Rariden, Rayner, 
Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstal!, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Tillinghast, Triplett. Trumbull, 
Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Edward D. White, John White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, and Christopher, H. 
Williams—77. 

So the motion to suspend was lost, there not being two-thirds 
in the affirmative. 

Petitions and memorials were called for in the order of the 
States and Territories, and were presented by Messrs. EVANS, 
RANDALL, ANDERSON, DAVEE, LOWELL, CLIFFORD, 
and SMITH, of Maine. - 

(Mr. Smıru offered a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
in relation to the right of Mr. Navzor to his seat. Mr. Lewis 
WitiaMs submitted that it was not in order for.a member 
from one State to present petitions put into his hands by a 
member from another State, with a view to secure precedence. 
Some desultory conversation followed; and the SPEAKER 
having finally decided that the rule laid down by Mr. WILLIAMS 
was- correct, the petition was not presented. ] 

Petitions and memorials were further presented by Meesrs. 
JARED W. WILLIAMS, ATHERTON, and EASTMAN, of 
New Hampshire. 

By. Mr. LAWRENCE, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. L. presented a petition in relation to certain frauds 
on the revenue, and moved its reference to the Committee on 
Manufactures. és 

Mr. ADAMS moved its reference to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Some debate followed, when Mr. BOYD raised the question 
of order, that the petition, giving rise to debate, must, under the 
rule, lie over one day. — 

The SPEAKER decided accordingly, and the petition was 
ordered to lie over. , 

Mr. LINCOLN also presented sundry petitions praying for 
the abolition of slavery and thè slave trade in the District of 
Columbia, and in the Territories of the United States. - 

Mr DROMGOOLE rose and demanded that the parliamen- 
tary law be complied with, and that the question should be 
taken on the reception of the petition. 

(Mr. I.incoLn’s voice was lost here amidst much confusion. ] 

Mr. D. read from the parliamentary Jaw the following pas- 


sage: e 

“Regularly a motion for receiving it {a petition] must be 
made and seconded, and the question put whether i ahal] be re- 
ceived. Buta cry from the House of ‘received,’ or even its si- 
lence, dispenses with the formality of this question. It is then 
to be read at the table, and disposed of.” - 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the question of recep 
tion on the table. i 

Mr. LINCOLN said he wished it to be distinctly understood 
that he made no motion for the reception of the petitions. He 
took the ground that, under the Constitution of the United States, 
the people had a right to send their petitions to the House, and 


| thatthe House was bound to receive and hear-them. 


Mr. ADAMS submitted to the Chair that his colleague (Mr. 
The gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. DromeootE] had objected to the recep- 
tion, and then the motion was made to lay on the table—what? 
The question of reception? No; the objection. 

The SPEAKER said that, under the Parliamentary law, the 
question of reception must he raised, whenever the reception 


: ofa petition was objected to; and it was the question of recep. 


tion which the gentleman froin Tennessee had moved to lay on 

e table. 
hii ADAMS. Ideny that there hasbeen any motion to re- 
ceive the petition. ` : 

The SPEAKER read the parliamentary law quoted by Mr. 
Dromcooe, and said that the question before the House was on 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, 

Mr. ADAMS repeated hia denial that any motion had been 
made to receive the petition, 
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The SPEAKER replied, that in that cage, the petition was 
not before the House, but remained in the gentleman’s posses- 
sion. The fact that a gentleman presented a petition, was of 
itself, a motion that the House receive it. 

Some conversation followed, and Mr. PETRIKIN called for 
the yeas and nays on the motion to lay the questicn of recep- 
tion on the table; which were ordered. 

Mr. LINCOLN rose and said he wished the House distinctly 
to understand that he had made no motion for reception. He 
had offered the petitions to the House, and the House must dis- 
pose of them as it thought fit. If the petitions were not in the 
possession of the House, let the House, if it saw fit, decide not 
to receive them. 

_ The SPEAKER said, if the gentleman withdrew the peti- 
tions, the motion to receive was not hefore the Houes. But if 
the gentleman presented the petitions, the question of recep- 
tion, from that very fact, was raised. 

Some further general conversation ensued, when 

Mr. BARNARD inquired of the CHA who had made the 
motion for reception? 

The SPEAKER said the motion was made by the very fact 
of offering the petitions. 

Mr. BARNARD appealed from the decision of the CHAIR, 
and seeconded the motion in a few brief remarks. 

A desultory debate ensued, in which Messrs. STANLY, 
ALFORD, JTABERSHAM, LINCOLN, DROMGOOLE, 
TRIFLETT, COOPER, of Ga. VANDERPOEL, took part; af- 
ter which, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called for the previous question; and 
the call having been seconded by the House, 

Pics TURNEY called for the yeas and nays; which were or- 

Ted. 

In reply to a request of Mr. ADAMS, that the precise ques- 
tion on which the appeal was taken might be entered on the 
ournal, 

: The SPEAKER stated the question as follows: 

“The CHa decided that the presentation of the petition by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Lincoin,] ipse facto, 
raised the question ‘Shall it be received?’ although the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts stated in his place that he did not 
make such a motion.” 

And the question on Mr. Barnarp’s appeal from the above 
decision was then taken and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
145, nays 50, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, J. Allen, J. W. Allen, H. J. Andersen, 
Simeon H, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bell, Biddle, Black, Blackwell, Botts, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Rampson H. Butler, 
William O. Butler, Bynum, William B. Campbell, Carr, Car- 
rol, Carter, Casev, Chapman, Chinn, Clark, Clifford, Coles, 
Colquitt, Crabb, Craig, Crockett, Dana, John Davis, John W. 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dillett, Doan, Doig. Dromgooel, 
Earl, Eastman, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, James Garland, Rice 
Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, Graham, Graves, 
Green, Griffin, Ilabersham, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, 
Hook, Howard, Jackson, Jameson, Jose h Johnson, William 
Cost Johnson, cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, temis Lowell, 
Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Montanya, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Palen, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynier, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Profit, Ramsey, Rayner, Reynolds, 
Ridgway, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, 
Shaw, Shepard, Simonton, Slade, Albert Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Under- 
wood, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, 
Weller, Edward D. White, John White, Wick, Jared W. Wil. 
liams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Worthington—-145. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Barnard, Briggs, Brockway, Anson 
Brown, Calhoun, Chittenden, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, 
Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Davee, Edward Davies, 
Edwards, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fletcher, Gates, 
Granger, Grinnell, Wm. 8. Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, 
James, C. Johnston, Kempshall, Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin, 
Mitchell, Morgan, Ogle, Osborne, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, 
Reed, RusseH, Saltonstall, Truman Smith, Storrs, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Trumbull, Peter J, Wagner, and Thomas W. Wil- 
liams—50. 

So the decision of the Speaker was sustained by the House. 

When the name of Mr. Coopgr, of Georgia, was called, he 
rose, and asked the Cuam what would be the effect if his deci- 
sion be sustained with reference to the diaposition of the Aboli- 
tion petitions. According to his understanding of it new, he 
would be compelled to vote against sustaining the SPEAKER, 
and hoped he would be enlightened before he gave his vote. 
Objection was, however, made to any remarks whilst the 
vote was being taken. : 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cave Jonnson’s motion 
to lay the question of reception on the table, and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 131, nays 68, as follows: 


YEAS.—Mesers. Alford, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Simeon H. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Botts, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William 


` O. Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Casey, 


Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, 
Craig, Crary, Crockett, Dana, John Davis, Garret Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dillett, Doig, Dromgoele, Earl, Eastman, 
Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gentry, 
Gerry, Goggin, Graham, Graves, Green, Griffin, Habersham, 
Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hillof Virginia, Hilt of N. C. 
Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnsen, William Cost Jotinson, 
Cave Johnsen, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Montanya, 
Montgomery, Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, Parris, Paynter, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Preftit, Ramsey, Rayner, 
Reynolds, Rives, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Triplett, Turney, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Warren, Mie TW 
Weller, Edward D. White, John White, Wick, on i 
Williams, Lewis vimane, Christopher H. Williams, erro 
illi ington— 13i. 3 
Nave. is hig aie John W. Alten, Barnard, Biddle, 
Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, Chittenden, 
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Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, 
Edwards, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fill- 
Giddings, Goode, Granger, Grinnell, 
lail, Wiliam 8. Hastings, Henry, Himan, Hunt, James, 
Gharles Johnston, Kempshall, Lawrence, Lincoln, Lowell, 
Marvin. Mitchell, Morgan., Naylor, Ogle, Osborn, Palen, Par- 
menten Peck, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, 
Edward Rogers, Russel!, Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Join 
Smith, Truman Smith, Storrs, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, 
Underwood, Wagner, Thomas W. Williams, and Joseph L. 
Williams—68. 
The House then adjourned. 


fark, James Cooper, 
Divee, Edward Davies, 
more, Fictcher, Grates, 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, January 14, 1&0. 

The CITATR submitted a communication from the Secretary 
of War, in reply to the resolution inquiring whether Rock 
[slang was stil] occupied by the Gaveroment as a military post; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a memorial from certain citizens, praying a reduction 
in the rates of postage; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Oilice and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, the petition of William Tracey, 
praying an allowance of bounty lands, now on file, which has 

en heretofore committed to the Committee on Peusions, and a 
bill repuited for his relief, was again referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial ofthe president and di- 
rectorsof the Portsmouth and Columbus Turnpike Company, 
andcitizens of Portsmouth, praying for an appropriation of 
public lands lying in the counties of Beiato, Pike, and Ross; 
which was reierred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of citizens of Milwau- 
kie, praying confirmation of uue; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, 

Mr. ROANE piesented a petition of citizens of Princo Wil- 
liam county, Va. praying a reduction of the rates of postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. NORVELL presented additional documenta in relation to 
the claim of the Michigan militia; which were referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of James Williams, 
for indemnification for property destroyed in the Florida war; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of John H. Mackey; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, it waa ordered that the peti- 
tion of Jacob Bennet be reierred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, it was ordered that the 
petition of John M. Moore, now on file, be teferredto the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

_Mr. LINN presented a petition from citizens of Oregon Ter- 
ritory, praying Congress to take possession of, and extend their 
ee over that remote quarter of our Republic. Mr. 

. said, as it was the first petition which had been presented 
from tie distant Oregon Territory, and as it was exceedingly 
well written, and presented a lively picture of the commercial 
and other advantagesof the Territory, he would, with the per- 
mission of the Senate, reid a portion of it. After the reading, 
it waa, on motion of Mr. L. referred to the Select Committee on 
the Oregon Territory. 

Mr. L. also presente the memorial of fifty-four citizens of 
the State of Misseuri, on the same subject as the furegoing; 
which was referred to the same committee. 

On motion by Mr. BOCHANAN, it was ordered that the re- 
presentatives of John Brooks have leave to withdraw their pe- 
tition and papers. 

ABOLITION OF IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of notice, asked and obtained 
leave to introduce a bill eupplementary to the act to abolish imn- 
prisorment for deht in certain cases. 

Mr. N. remarked that, at the last session of Con- 
gress, a bill had been passed into a law, providing “that no 
person shall be imprisoned for debt in any State, on process is- 
suing out ofa courtofthe United States, where, by the laws of 
euch State, imprisonment for debt has been abolished.” The 
object ofthis act wasto make the Federal laws conform to the 
Jaws of the several States in relation to this important subject. 
He had understood that the act had received a construction in 
one of the courts of Micuigan, by which it was decided to be in- 
applicable to such of the States as had, after the passage of our 
Jaw, abolished imprisonment for debt. No matter what Siete 
might have subsequently abolished it, the Federal law would 
not, agreeably tu the decision in Michigan, conform to the 
changed, law of such State. 

_He was not disposed to question the correctness of the de- 
cision to which he had referred. It was, however, known to 
every Senator here at the time, that the act of Congress was 
intended to embrace all the Siates in which imprisonment for 
dzbt had, at the time of its passage, ceased to exist; and also, all 
the ether States which mizht, after that date, pass laws to abo- 
lish it. One State had since done so; and as it was now certain 
that a difference of opinion existed as to the proper construc- 
tion of our act, ıt was the purpose of the supplement which he 
had submitted, to provide for the application of that act toall 
the States which have abolished, an] which may hereafter 
abolish, imprisonment for debt, Me called the special atten- 
oe the Judiciary Committees to the subject, with a hope 
that they would bestow a favorable considerati i 
tepert th bill at an early day. Anon Upon. i, aag 

e bill was twice read, and re! i 
ine Judiciary ad, referred to the Committee on 
r. RUGGLES, on leave, and in pursuance of noti 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of ‘onan 
M. Keller and Henry Stone; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. / 

Mr. ROANE, in pursuance of notice. asked and obtained 
leave to bring in a bill to authorize the payment of equitable 
coinmissinns to the agents or attorneys of persons in whose fa- 
vor. awards have been made under three several treaties be- 
tween the United States and certain foreign powers, which 
apt pave veen pala in Me Treasury in payment of debis 

ue tothe Unite tes; which was rea i 

the Committe on fie read twice and referred to 
r. WA R, from the Committe i 
to aien han heen Teferred e on the Public Lands, 
e bill for the benefit of the Galen i 
Railroad Company; a and Chicago Union 
The bill fop the relief of Peter Warner; and 


a aeaaaee ra ee 
AEE EE à 
PEA EEEN 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The bill for the relief of Benjamin Parsons; 

Reported the same without ainendment. 

Mt. W. also from the same com nittee, to which had been 
referced the petition on the subject, reported a bill for the relief 
of tb» legal representatives of Joseph Bernard; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. j 

Mr. W. also, in pursuance oi notice, asked and obtained leave 
to introduce a bili to provide for the appointment of a district 
judge for the district of the State of Mississippi, and for other 
purposes; which was read twice, and reierred to the Committee 
onthe Jndiciary. . 

Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of notice, asked and obtained 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the Piumb Island 
Bridge and Turnpike company; which was read twice, and 
referred io the Committee on Commerce. , 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
was referred the petition of the heirs of John H. Piatt. made 
an adverse report thereon. Mr. H. said that 


a i ae iin rel 


this claim had : 


been regularly presented in one House or the other for tie last | 


twenty years, 


which was agreed to. - 
Mr. H. frum the same committee, to which had been referred 
the petition of E. H. and W. Smith, reported a biit for their 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. H. also from the 
referred the petition of John Converse and Henry Reese, re- 
ported a bill for their relief; which was read, and ordered to a 


second reading. 


though unfavorable reports on it had been fre- : 
quentiy made. He moved that the present report be printed; |} 


sime committee, to which tid been | 


Mr. H. said that the Committee om Claims had already re- ' 


arted a general bill for indemnification for property destroyed 
in Fiorida; but in case that b:lidil not pass, on account of ita 
containing principles which the Senate could not sanction, he 
was directed to report the following bills, which had been re- 
ferred to that committee, without amendment :viz: 

a hss bill fur the relief of the legal representative of John J. 
ulow; 
Tire bill for the relief of Malachi Hagan; and 
The bill for the relief of Phitip Weedman. 

And also, on a petition referred to that committee, a bill for 
the relief of Gad Humphreys; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, from ths Committee on the Public Lands, 
reported, without amendment, the bill making grants of public 
lan:ls to certain States for purposes of internal improvement. 

(The precise object of this bill, is to grant d nations of lands 
to the other new Niates, equal in quantity to those which have 
heretofore been granted to the State of Ohio, for purposes of 
internal improvement within their respective limits.) 

Mr. FULTON, from the Commiuee on the Public Lands, to 
which was referred 

The bill to authorize the Legislature of the State of Arkansas 
to sell the Jants heretofore appropriated forthe use of schools 
in that State; and 

A bill to rrovide for the defence of the western borders of 
Louisiana, Missouri, and Arkansas; reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, to which had been referred the petition of Ira Day, 
reporied a bill for his relief; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, tə which was referred the bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Colonel Francis Vigo, reported the same 
alan ean ato Ss 

r. R also, from the. Committee on the Judiciary, to which 
had been referred the bill for the relief of Pierie Menard, 

Antoine Peluer, and Joseph Placy, reported the same without 

amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Claims. to which 
had been referred the petition of William Cox, made an ad- 
verse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS, in pursuanceef notice, asked and obtained 
leave to introduce a biil for the relief of Joseph Edson; which 
waa read twice, and referred to the Commitiee on the Judi- 
ciary. A 

Mr. P. also, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to 
which was referred the memorial of the Legislature of M isgouri 


on the subject, reported a bill granting to each of the United | 


States a township of land for the education and instruction of 
deaf and dumb persons; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 


Mr. KING said he would call the attention of the Senate to | 


the fact, that in consequence of the resignation of the Senator 
from Tennessee, {Mr. Wuirg,] there was a vacancy in the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. That gentleman was its chair- 
man. The usual course of the Senate in such circumstances 
was to appnint the next named in order as chairman. He 
therefore inover that Mr. Sevier be appointed chairman of the 
Commitee en Tadian Affairs, and that the Cair appoint a 
member to he vacanvy on t ittee; 1 

a y hat committee; which was 
_ Mr. FULTON submitted the following motion fur considera 


tion: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be inst 
to communicate to the Senate what steps, if aE, hara. a 
taken in regard to the selection of a site and the establishment 
ora marine haspiat . the mouth of the Arkansas river. 
r. „TON submitted the followin i ic 
considered and agreed to: eisai ci atlcs 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be i i 
Resolrec 0 e > instructed i 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a marine hespital ! 


San ock. 

r. WHITE, of Indiana, submi i i 

e k na, itted the following motion for 
_Reeolved, Thatthe Secretary of War be directed t : 

nivate to the Senate copies of the reporta of Capt. TG Cram, 


of the Board of Topographica! Enginee: i 

o f g ical Engineers, upon the internal : 
improvements in Wisconsin, including the construction of i 
roads and the surveys of harbors and rivers, together with a: 
map of Wisconsin, with the routes and rivers to be improved - 


delineated thereon. 
Mr. YOUNG submitted the following motions 
unanimous consent, were considered, and agreed to 
Resolved, Thatihe Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roada be instructed to inquire into the expediency of changing 
th- tri-weekly mail stage route which is established from Jack. 
sonville, by way of Naplesand Griggsville, to Clayton, in A L 
ive county. ao shiar sald Tome may pass from Jacksonville, by 
e, Clear e, Pittsfie! rcest 
Quincy, in Adams county, i sa Payvony fo 


which, by 


“is mentee 2 ea tn a RT RAS OC A f 


Tamarana ae eraan 


That the Conmiittee on Commerce be instructed 
efreporting a bil! granting an 
f Hlinoig on deny bonds already 
on the importation of rail- 


Resolved, ’ 
to is quire 1mo the expediency 
extension of credit to the State © 
giver, or hereafter ta be executed, 


road iren into that Stare. 

The resolutions submited yesterday, by Messrs. CALHOUN, 
NORVELL, PRESTON, and SMITH, of Indiana, were seve- 
rally considered, and agreed to. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

The bill to provide for the collection, safe-keepinz, transfer, 
and cisbursemeut of the public money Was taken up, when 
Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, moved its postpoaement until Mon: 
day, the 27th instant. . 

Up n this motion a debate ensued, in which Mr. CLAY, 
Mr. WRIGIIT, and Mr. WALKER participated; and which 
will be given m to-morrow’s paper. p 

The question was then taken on postponing the further con: 
sideration of the bill until Monday, the 27.h inst. and was de- 
chle.! in the negative—yeas 16, nays 27, as tollows: 

YFAS—Messrs. Betis, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, | 
den, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Merrick, Phelps, Prentiss, 
ton, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
White. 

NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Benton, 
Ciay, of Alabama, Fulton, Gruady, H 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, 
Smith, of Connecneut, Strange, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
liams, Wright, and Young. 

The bill was then taken up, and after being read through, 

Mr. WRIGHT made some remarks in explanation of the va 
riations between this and the bill of the last Congress. 

Mr. BENTON then moved an amendment to the 25th rec- 
tion, which provided a salary to the receiver at New York of 
$3,090, and to the other re vivers of $2,500, He moved to 
anend it, by making thesalary of the receiver at New York 
$4,000. and those at the other ports $3,000. . 

Mr. TAPPAN asked for ad'vision of she motion: which be- 
ing orilered, the question was taken on increasing the salary of 
the receiver at New York, afier some remarks from Mr. 
WRIGHT, in favor, avd Mr. DAVIS against it, and decidedin 
the affirmative —ayes 23, noes 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Masers. Alle :, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay. of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Mou- 
ton. Nicholas, Norvell, Prostoo. Roane, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Strange, Tappan, Waiker, Wall, and Wright—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Betts, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Critten- 
den, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Lunpkin, Merrick, Phelps, 
Pierce, Preniiss, Robbinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Indiana, South: 
ard, White, Williams. and Young—19. 

The question was the; taken on increasing the salaries of the 
receivers at the other porte, from $2 5M to $3,003, and decided 
in the negative—aye= 2), poes 2?, as follows: 

YEAS- Mesra. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, 
ot Alapama, Fusun, Gedy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Mouton, 
Nichula, Norvell, Preston, Roana Sevier, Strange, Walker, 
Wall and Weighi—2v, 

NAYS—Messrs Alien, Betts, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Unumden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Lumpkin, Merrick, 
Phelps, Pierce, Prenuss, Robinson, Rug -tes, Smith of Con- 
nectivut, Smith vf Indiana, Southard, Tappan, White, Wil- 

atts, aul Youu —22, 

M.. BUCITANAN then moved that the salaries of the Trea- 
burca ot the Mint in Philadelphia, and the Treasurer of the 
Branch Mint at New Orleans, who, hy the provisions of this 
bill, were made receivers, in addition to their former duties, 
should be made equal in amount with the other receivers, 
$2,500 per annum. 

Upon this mation a debate ensued, in which Messrs. BUCHA- 
NAN, MOUTON, NORVELL, SEVIER, and CALHOUN 
supported it, and Messrs. TAPPAN, HENDERSON, SMITH 
of Connecticut, and SMITH of Indiana opposed it; when, with- 
out taking the question, 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, 

The Senate went into Executive session, 

And afterwards adjourned. 


Critten- 
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Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Roane, Sevier, 
Wil- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, January 14, 1540. 

Mr. BAKER, of Massachusetis, appeared, was qualified, and 
took his seat. 7 

Mr. LINCOLN moved to correct tke journal of yesterday’s 
proceedings, so that it might appear on :t that when he pre- 
sented the abolition petition on which Mr. Daomcoota raised 
the question of reception, and on which the Cuarr decided that 
the fact of presentation was in effect a motion for reception, he 
expressly disclaimed having made any motion to receive the 
petition, and distinctly stated that he would not make such 
notion. 

At the request of the Caa Mr. L. reduced his motion to 
writing, as follows, and moved that it be inserted in the journal ; 

“Thereupon Mr. LINCOLN expressly disclaimed any intention 
to move the reception of the petition, declaring that he neither 
had or would make such motion,” 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to any entry on the journal of re- 
marks make by gentiemen of what they would or would not 
do. The journal, he said, should contain nothing but the pro- 
ceedings of the House, and not the desultory conversations of 
gentlemen with regard to motions that were not made. If this 
correction was permitted, the next thing would he, that gen- 
tlemen would ask to have their speeches spread upon the 
jonrnal. 

_ Mr. LINCOLN said he made no motion to receive the peil- 

tien, and distinctly stated to the House, that he had not, and 
would not make any such motion, because he believed the 
House was bound to receive the petition, whether a motion to 
receive it was made or not. He stated this immediately on the 
question’s being raised by the genuleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Dromcooir J ey Na 

Mr. COOPER, of Georgia, said that, as a matter of fact, he 


- believed what was stated by the gentleman from Massachu- 


setts waa true; and he woul! here advertio the i 

taking cognizance of matters of fact as they ates P le toed 
he should be indulged in making an apology to the House for 
what might have appeared as a tendency to disorder on his 
part, when he rose yesterday and asked information of the 
Cuatr while the vote on this subject was being taken. His 
sole ohject then was, not to make a speech, but to obtain infor- 
mation on which to base his vote, and which, if he had obtain- 
ed, would have induced him to give a different vete from the 
one he did, It seemed nowthat the gentleman. from Virginia, 
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IMr. DromcooLe,}] moved the question of recoption on the peti- 
tion, andhe wason his feet ior the purpose of making the 
same mouva, but owing to the previous question having been 
nve i by the gentleman from New Yurk, and the clamor that 
prevailed in ihe House at the time, precluded him from under- 
standing the question. 

Mr. JAMESON inquired if the jour»al contained the grounds 
on which the SPEAKER Made hia decision, and whether it was 
mated ihat it was in conformity with parliamentary law ihat 
the question of reception arose the moment a petition was pre- 
sented. He wished to hear this part of the journal read. 

The Cigax read 1! accordingly. 

Mr. BROWN, of Tennessee, said it was time that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts did disclaim having madeany motion 
to receive the petiuon, and that he further declared that he 
would not make euch a motion. He was willing, therefore, 
that these facts should be inserted on the journal. But he 
wanted ala another fact to appear, and that was that the gen- 
teman, notwithstanding his disclaimer, did not take back his 
petiton, but insisied upon its being received, and acted 01 by 
the Hour. 

Mt. LINCOLN had no objection to the correction the gentle- 
man proposed, but the gentleman, by looking at his motion, 
which he had reduce to writing, would find the substance of 
his propsition to be there stated. 

Mr. CRABB sated hia recollections with regard to the facts 
Delonging to the case. Tne gentieman did not state that be 
neuher iad nor would make a motiun to receive the petition, 
unul alter the Caa decided that the presentation of a peti- 
tion was, in effect, a motion for is reception. 

Mr. CAMPHELL, of Suutn Carolina, said, it appeared to him 
that the journal was simply a recerd of the proceedings of the 
Honse; and that the mere tact ofa gentteman’s having stated 
that he would, or woul! not, make a particular motion, ought 
nottoappearon it. Ht certainly would be, in his cpinion, ex- 
ceedingly irregular to make the correction proposed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, observed that he had 
intended to vote forthe mouon of ihe gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts; but the remarks of hia colleague were conclusive to 
his mind thari was irregular. 

After aome remarks trom Mr. BRIGGS in favor of the 


Motion, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON observed, that this was a matter of 
too litle importance to occupy so much of the time of the 
Hous; and he would, Uierefore, move to lay the whole subject 
on the table; which motion was carried—ayes 84, noes —. 

On motion by Mr, JONES, of Virginia, the Committee of 
Ways and Means was author zed to employ a clerk. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved that the Committee for 
the District of Colu:nbia be authorized to employ a clerk. 


This motion requiring a suspension of the ruiea, and being ; 


objected tn, was not submitted to the House. 
r. THOMPSON, of Sawh Caro'ina, handed to the Cram 
the following resolution, which was read for the information 
of the House, and moved a suspension of the rules to enable 
him to offer st: 
That upon the presentation of any memorial or 
ition, praying for the abolition of slavery or the slave trade 
a any Disnict, Terr.tory, or State of the Union, and upon the 


presentation of any resolution, or other paper touching that | 


subject, the receplion of such memorial, petition, resolution, or 
paper, shail be considered as objected to, and the question of ita 
reception ehall be laid upon the table, without debate, or fur- 
ther action thereon. 

Mr. EVERETT asked for the yeas and nays on the question. 

Mr. ADAMS moved the indefinite postponement of the mo- 
tion to surpend the rules. 

The CHAIR was of opinion that the motion of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts was not in order, because, if it prevailed, 
the effect would be that no motion to suspend the rules would 
be in onler for the remainder of the session. 

Mr. BLACK askedifthe motion of the gentleman from South 
Carvtina, (Mr. Tooxpson] to suspend the rules, should prevail, 
ifit would be in order tor him to offer an amendment to the re- 
station of that gentleman. 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. BLACK sand, tha: ia that case he would offer an amend- 
ment. 

The question was then taken on the motion to suspend the 
rales, and it was lost, there not being two-thirds voting in the 
affirmative—yeas 1%, nays 77, as follows: 

YBAS—Mesers. Alford, Judson Allen, S. H. Anderson- 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Black, Black- 
well, Bous, Boyd, Brewater, A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown, 
Barke, S. H. Bauer, W. O. Butler, Bynum, J. Campbell, 
W. B. Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Chapman, Chinn, Coles, 
Colquitt, M. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cross, 
Dana, J Davia, J. W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deber- 

» Dileu, Doig, Dromgoole, Earl. Eastman, Fisher, 
Floyd, J Garland, R. Gartand, Gentry. Gerry, Goggin, Gra- 
ham, Graves, Green, Griffin, Habersham, Hammond, J. 
Hastings, Hiii of Virginia, Hilt of North Carotina, Hillen, 
Holleman, Holmes, ook, Hopkins, Howard, Aubbard, 
Jameson, J. Johnson. W. C. Johuson, Cave Johnson, N. Jones, 
J. W. Jones. Keim; Kemble, Leadbsiter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lucas, McClellan, SicCulloh, McKoy, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, S W.Morris,Newhard, Nisbet, 
Petrikin, Pickens. Pope, Rayner. Rives, J. Rogers, Samuels, 
Bhaw, Shepard, Thomas®.nith, Stanly, stark weather, Steen- 
rod. Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Sweeny, Taliaferro, F. Thomas, 
P. F. Thomas, W. Thompson. Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van- 
derpoel, D D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, Weller, E. D. 
White, John White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Lewis Will- 
jams, C. H. Williains, 3. Williams, and Worthington—128 

NAYS—Messrs. Alama, John W. Allen, Baker, Barnard, 
Biddle, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Cathoun, 
Casey, Chittenden, Clark. Clifford, J. Cooper, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cushing, Davee, E. Davies, Doan, Edwarda, Ely, Evans, 
Everett, Fillmore, Gates, Guidinga, Goode, Granger, Grin- 
nell, Hand, William S. Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, 
James, Chas. Johoston, Kempshall, Lawrence, Lincoln, Lowell, 
Mallory, Marvin, Mitchel), Morgan, C.. Morria, Naylor, Ogle, 
Osborne, Palen, Parish, Parmenter, Peck, Prentiss, Proffit, 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Reed. Reynolds, Ridgway, Rus- 
seil, Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Al: ert Smith, John Smith, 
Truman Smith, Storra, Swearingen. Tillinghast, Toland, 
Trambull, P. J. Wagner, T. W. Williams, and J. L. Wil- 


liams—77. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, from the Committee of 
Elections, asked leave to submit a resolution authorizing that 
gommittee to employ a clerk, 


i 
i 


The motion not being in order but b eral consent, and 

Mr. STANLY obj-eting, the feanluilon was nat received. 

Mr. HOFFMAN called ‘or the special order, which was, the 
report of the Committee on th: Rules of the Houze. 

ir, ADAMS appealed to the Cuar whether the unfinished 
business of yesterday, which was the presentation of petitions, 
had not precedence over the special order. Mr. A. re erred to 
a former decision of the SPRAKER, which he said was a case in 
point, and bore him out in the question he had raised. 

The SPEAKER said that his decision was, that a special or- 
der, to have precedence over a class uf business which, by the 
tules of the Hause, has priority over it, must have been made 
special by a vote of two-thirds; but that a special order, made 
auch by a majority only, would take precedence over other busi- 
ness vi the same Class, not made special. There waa a decision 
of his predecesaor, he said, that the unfinished business had pri- 
ority over a special order. 

r. ADAMS wished the Speaker to make his decision on 
the question now raised, so that it might be spread upon the 
journal, and umleratood as the future rule of the House. 

The SPEAKER replied that, ifit was the desire of tha gen 
tleman frem Massachusetts, he would put the question to the 
House for its decision thereon. 

Mr. ADAMS said, that he had rather have the decision of the 
SpzaxkeErthan ofthe House. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that the special order, unless 
passed by a vete of (wo-thirds, had not priority over the un- 
finish-d business of the day before. If the gentleman from 
Massachusetts insisted on the point of order raised by him, 
the Cuarr was constrained to decide that petitions had priority. 

Mr. ADAMS. [thank the CHAIR. 

Mr. GARLAND. of Virginia, appealed from the decision of 
the Carre, and addressed the House at some length on the ap- 


eal. 

P Mr. TILLINGHAST took the floor, and was proceeding to 
discuss the question, when 

Mr. FILLMORE called him to order, and read the following 
from the rules: * Alt questions relating to priority of business 
shall be decided without debate.” 

The CHAIR stated the question to be on the appeal of the 
gentieman from Virginia; when 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays, and read the rule 
of the House with regard to the presentation of petitions, 

Mr. HOFFMAN then stated that the report on the rules was 
merece special order for to-day, by a vote of more than two- 
thirds. 

Tue SPEAKER eaid he was just informed by the Cisrk that 
the special order was fixed for to-day by a unanimous vote— 
therefore it woul! be necessary to reverse his decision, and call 
up the special order. 

The report of the committee on the rules was then taken up, 
and read bythe CLERK. 

The amendment to the 9th rule, making the vote of the 
Spsakenr conformable to the viva voce principle which had 
been adopted by the House, in the place of the ballot system, 
was concurred in. 

The amendment of the committee to the 3lat rule, proposing 
to restrict debate so as not to allow a member to speak more 
than once, without leave of the House, on a subject, “unless 
he be the mover, pro) T, or introducer, of the matter pending, 
in which case he shall be permitted to reply, but not until every 
member choosing to speak shall have spoken,” being under 
consideration, i , j 

Mr. DROMGOOLE eaid he couldinot give his consent to this 
amendment. He thought it smacked too much of the profes- 
sion; and any one, from observing the effect of it, would sup- 
pose that a majority of the committee was composed of prac- 
tising lawyers. It placed the rule on this ground: that great 
political questions here were to be argued in the same man- 
ner as cases before a court of law, where the plaintiff's 
council had the privilege of speaking the first as 
well as the last time. He had another objection to 
the proposed amendment. It destroyed that equality of pri- 
vileges which ought to exist between all the membcrs of the 
Flouse; one member being allowed by it to speak twice, while 
all the rest were prohibited from speaking more than once. The 
advantage it attempted give to the mover of a proposition, 
would be something like the effect ofthe old law maxim, “ Jd 
certum est quod certum reddi potest.’ Tt would have another 
effect. By giving to the mover of a proposition the privilege 
of speaking twice on their own motions, the House would be of- 
feringa premium to induce gentlemen to make them, that they 
might have an opportunity of making speeches on them, to 
which no one could reply. 

Mr. D. thought it would be better to let the old rule stand as 
it was, giving to every member equal privil: ges. 

Mr. HUFFMAN replied to Mr. D. in defence of the amend- 


ment. 

Mr. CLARK moved to amend the amendment of the com- 
mittec, so that the duration of any speech should not exceed 
an hour. We advocated the amendment he proposed on the 
ground of economy of ths time of the House, which was wasted 
frequently to the injury of the public business by long speeches, 
and contended that if the members would talk less and work 
more, great benefits would reeult therefrom. 

Mr. DAWSON moved to amend the amendment of the gen- 
tleman, by adding, “and that each member shalt have the 
liberty of transferring his hour to another, if he pleased.” He 
was, however, opposed to a limitation in speech. He thought 
the more they spoke and the Jess they acted, the better it would 
be for the country—that the people would remain in ignorance 
as tothe corruptions of Government, if debate shoul? be con 
fined to the limits which some gentlemen wished. The time 
had arrived when those who had talent should talk to the coun- 
try. Though he believed that many dishonest speeches had 
been made upon that flour—speeches for party purposes. which 
did not contain one honeat sentiment—yet he was unwilling, on 
that account, to put a restriction on debate, as he believed that 
the people could always discern what was right, and that which 
was wrong. Every member was entitled to speak; and he 
hoped they would be permitted to speak, and leave the country 
to decide who is who on that floor. He believed debate was a 
great conservative orincipleof our Government. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina. said he was in favor of 
the amendment of the gentieman from Georgia, (Mr. Dawson, } 
ifthe amendment of the ge tleman from New York should be 
adopted; and as it sceme to bethe disposition ofsome to make 
us appear in the most ridiculous light possible, he thought they 
had better adopt another amendment to appoint timers, as the 
do on the race courses, to decide when the hour had expired. 
He was understood tobe opposed te the limitation of time, 


Mr. CLARK replied that this subject was not with him a 
matter of levity. He was in favor of r-atricting the intermi- 
nable debates which take place in that Mouse within proper 
bounda, and prevent, as it has done heretofore, the exclusion 
of petitioners from their doors, He did not agree with the gen- 
tleman trum Georgia, that the less business they did, and the 
more speeches they made, the better it would be forthe coan- 
try. He was ready to subscribe to the reverac of that opinion. 

Mr. BIDDLE said the House was always disposed to get 
upon stilts on all occasions; but he hoped they would consider 
this rule with great good sense, and cometo a proper decision 
upon it. His honorable colleage, [Mr.Seregant, he understood, 
had introduced this amendment in committee,and was eorry that 
he was not there togive his peculiar views upon the subject. 
He thought that no rule could be more equitable than that 
which allowed the mover of a proposition the right to reply 
when his motives might be assailed, and even the principle of 
the proposition itself misstated. He thought it nothing more 
than even handed justice that he be allowed the privilege to 
place himself right, and, asit might be, save his proposition. He 
disagreed with the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. DgomaooLE] 
that this proposition smacked too much of the profession, and 
thought the practice in courts of justice which admitted right of 
reply was a most just rule of proceeding. He thought the 
proposition had been sufficiently debated, and, it in order 
would move the previous question. 

The CHAIR stated that the effect of the previous question 
would be to cut off ail amendments, and bring the House to a 
direct vote on the amendment proposed by the committee. 

The previous question having been seconded by the House, 
and the main question ordered, 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and nays on 
the adoption of the amendment: f the commitee, which were 
ordered, and were, yeas 125, nays 73. 

The amendments ofthe committee to the 42d rule, making 
“a motion toadjourn, and a motion to fix the day to which the 
House shall adjourn. always in order and to be decided without 
debate,” was next taken up in order. ‘ 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to this amendment. and te so muc ' 
patching up of the rules; he thought it would be much better ` 
the House would entorce what rules they now have. He wa 
in favor of condensing the rules into a emall space, mstexd o 
multiplying them into a large volume. This rule would mevita- 
bly cause much confusion to the business of the House, aud 
consume more time than it would save. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a verbal amendment to the report of the 
committee, which the chairman [Mr. Hopxrys] accepted. 

Mr. PETKIKIN was here proceeding to show that the adop- 
tion of this amendment, making more privileged questions, 
would have a tendency to retard the transaction of the busi- 
nessaf the Hanse; when he was interrupted by 

Mr. STANLY, and called to order. 

Mr. PEMRIKEN. Lam in order, He hoped the gentleman would 
alwaysascertain whether he was himself in order, before he in- 
terrupted other gentlemen; and thought the House ought to 
a:lopt a rule to prevert insolent interruptions on every occa- 
sion, by; ersons who did noteven understand the question be- 
fore the House, or what the gentleman ke interrupted was 
speaking about. 

Mr. STANLY. I never do, except when the gentleman 
speaking does not understand what he is speaking about him- 


self, 

Mr. PETRIKIN, The interruptions of some gentlemen 
were so frequent and so insolent, that they were scarcely worth 
noticing. Mr. P. having concluded his remarks on the amend- 


ment, 

Mr. C. JOUNSON thought the gentlemen who were in favor 
of having the private business transacted, sheuld look to thia 
amendment. Ic believed the effect of it would be to force 
questions to adjourn over from Friday till Monday, at the sacri- 
fice of that class uf business which 1s usnally passed upon on 
Saturdays. He, for one, would certainly vote against it. 

The question on this an-endunt was about being taken by 
count, when 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

Mr. BOND dit not think that the effect of the adoption of 
this rule would be to sacrifice the private business, as had been 
contended by the gentleman from Tennessee. He believed it 
wou'd operate as favorably upon that class of business as the 
rule did aa it now stood. He was, however, in favorof ama- 
jority of the House having the power to adjourn the House to 
any time it thought proper. 

The yeasand nays having been previously ordered, were, in 
the affirmative $3, negative 74. 

So the ameniment was adopted. 

The amendmentto the 44th rule, go as to make the rule as 
amender. read as follows: 

“The previous question shall he in this form, ‘Shall the ques. 
tion be now put? H shall onty be admirted when demanded by 
a majority of the members present, and its effects shall be to 
pnt an end to debate, and bring the House to a direct vote upon 
amendments reported hy a committee, if any, upon pending 
amendments, and then upon the main question.” 

Mr. S. WILLIA M3 offered an amen:!ment to the amendment, 
the effact of which was not unders:on:l; and 

After some remarks by Messrs. HOFFMAN, TILLING- 
HAST. EVERETT, and BANKS, - 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved to amend the amendment hy 
striking out “amendments reported by a committee,” so as to 
havethe qication taken first upon all pending amendments in 
their order. ‘ 

After some remarks from Messrs. REED and BRIGGS in 
favor of Mr. TILLINGHAST'S amendmerm, and Mr. BIDDLE 
in opposition, t 

Mr. WELLER obtained the floor, and moved the previons 

vestion, which was seconded, and the Ifouse was bronght to a 
irect vote on the amendment reported by the committee. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON demanded the yeasand nays, which 
were ordered, and wer-—veas JOL nays 95. 

So the amendment of the committee was adopted. 

On motion of Me. HUNT, 

The House adjourned. 
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Mr. LINN presented a memor al of Van Dorm, Pease an 
Company, (Iron Mountain Company of Missouri} asking a 
right of way, through the public. lands, for a railroad tom iho 
Tron mouniains, in Missouri, to the Mississippi river; also the 
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right to enter 600,000 acres of the public land at the minimum 

rice, to aid the company to construct said road when it shall 
i located; which was referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented a joint memorial and re- 
solutions trom the Legislature of that State, requesting the 
extablishment of a new land district, to embrace the territury 
lately acquired from the Cherokee tribe of Indians, within the 
State of Alabama; and also to reduce the minimum price of the 

ublic lands; which was referred to the Committee on the 
ublic Lands. 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial ofa number of the mem- 
bers of the bar, in the State of Missouri, praying an extension 
of the jurisdiction of the district court of the United States 
holden at the city of St. Louis; and an increase ot the salary of 
the district judge of the United States for the ¢istrict ot Missou- 
ri; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. L. also presented a memorial ofa number of citizens of 
Missouri, praying a donatien of land to settlers in the Oregon 
Territory; which was referred to the Select Committee on the 
Oregon Territory. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of allowing Tyler Shepherd of Ver- 
mont a pension, under the act of June 7, 1832. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of making compensation to General 
Duncan L. Clinch, for losses sustained by him in Florida by In- 
dian depredations. 

Mr. NICHOLAS offered the following resolution; which, by 
unanimous consent, was considered, and azreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nicate to the Senate a copy of the survey recently made of the 
mouths of the Mississippi and adjacent coast. 

Mr. WILLIAMS rose and said: 

Mr. Presipent: A pertion of the State which I have the 
honor in part to represent, a part of these United States, has 
been invaded, and at this moment is occupied by British troops. 


By the late message of the Governor to the Legislature of | 


the State of Maine, now in session, we learn not only the fact 
of invasion, but also that the Governor of that State has com- 
municated it to the President, and officially called for that ac: 
tion on the part of the General Government which the case 
requires, and the Constitution and laws of the land enjoin. 
What that action will be is unknown to me, but Etrust that it 
will be such as the honor of the nation demands. 

I desire to know, and that the Senate and the country may 
know, all that relates to these portentous movements; and in 
order that we may have the information in an official form, T 
offer the following resolutions, and hope that they may be con- 
sidered and adopted at this time: 

Resolved, That the President te requested to communicate 
to the Senate all the correspondence which has been had be- 
tween this and the British Government upen the sub’ act of the 
Northeastern tcundary, and of the jurisdiction of the disputed 
territory, which has not been communicated heretofore; or so 
much of it as, in his cpinion, may be communicated without 
prejadice to the pending negotiation. 

esolved, That the President be further requested to com: 
municate to the Senate all the correspondence which has heen 
had, since the last session of Congress, with the Government of 
the State of Maine, and with the Minister of Her Britannic Ma- 


jesty at Washington, relative to the invasion of the State of | 


aine and to the exercise of jurisdiction within the disputed 
territory by either party. , 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had no objection whatever to the 
passage of the resolution; but, as it relateil to a matter of great 
importance, he hoped the Senator from Maine would permit it 
to lay over until to-merrow. 

Mr. WILLIAMS acceding, the resolution was iaid over until 
to-morrow. 

The resolutions submitted yesterday by Messrs. SULTON 
and WHITE, were severally considered and agreed to. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on* the Post Office and 
Post Roads, to which had beenreferied the bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs of Colin Bishop, reported the same without 
amendment. i 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to 
which had been referred the bill making appropriations for the 
completion of certain 1ead3 Commenced by the United states 
inthe State of Michigan, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the bill to refund the money paid, 
and to cancel the bonds given to secure duties upon Vessels 
and their cargoes employed in the whale fishery was taken up, 
and after some remarks by Mr. D. 1t was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, 

A bill for the relief of John McCarty; and 

A bill for the relief of A. G. S. Wight, were severally con- 
sidered, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill for the relief of certain persons therein named, was 
was laken up, but pending the consideration :hereof, the Se- 


nate passed tu 
THE SPECIAL ORDER. 


The bill to provide for the collection, safe keeping, transfer, 
and disbursment of the public money. 
The question was on the amendment submitted yesterday 


by Mr. BUCHANAN, that the salaries of the Treasurer of the 
Mint in Philadelphia, and the. Treasurer of the Branch Mint at 
New Orleans, who, by the provisions of this bili, were made 
receivers, in addition to their former duties, should be mate 
equal in amount wilh the other receivers, $2,500 per annum. 

Mr. GRUNDY then offered as a substitute for the above, a 

proposition to increase the salary ofthe Treasurer of the Mint 
at Philadelphia five hundred dollars in addition to his present 
salary, and the Treasurer ofthe Branch Mint at New Orleans 
: dollars in addition to his present salary, as a com- 
pensation for the additional duties enjoined by this biil. 

Mr. BUCITANAN acccp‘ed the modification. 

Mr. SEVIER moved that the blank in the amendmenthe filled 
with $2000; which was not agreed to—ayes 12, noes 27. 

Mr. ALLEN then moved to fill the blank wich $1,000, (mak- 
ing his compensation $3,000;) which was agreed to—ayes 25, 
noes 13, ; A 

The amendment as amended was then agreed to 

Mr. SEVIER then moved a reconsideration of the vot 
the receiver at New York a compensation of $4,000 

The question was taken on reconsideration, and decided in 
the negative— ayes 20, noes21. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the Senate then informally passed 


e giving 
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the bill, and proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness; after which it 
Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Wepnespbay, January, 15, 1840. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of 5. C. chairman o ‘ 
Elections, by unanimous consent, moved a resolution that the 
said committee be empowered to employ a clerk. . 

Mr. STANLY inquired if it had been usual to grant to this 
committee a clerk. 

Mr. CAMPBELL did not wish to detain the House by any re- 
marks; but it was obvious that the labors of that committee had 
been much increased, and—{cries of ‘ agreed, agreed.’’] 

CHAIR. By general consent, the resolution is received. 

Mr. LEADBETTER wished to know, before voting for the 
resolution, what would be the compensation. It appeared by 
some of the printed documents, that the clerk to the Committee 
of Waysand Means had heretofore received more compensa- 
tion per diem than the members the..seves, which he thought 
exorbitant and improper. 

Mr. CAMPBELL understvod that it had been usual for clerks 
to committees to receive four dollars per day, and he would so 
amend the resolution that the compensation should not exceed 
that sum per day. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved an amendment; “and that the 
clerk receive pay during the time he be employed;” which 
was understood to be accepted by the mover. 

Mr. REYNOLDS called for the yeas and nays, as he be- 
lived there was no necessity for these clerks to committees. 

Mr. CAMPBELL would not detain the House by a statement 
at that time; but ifthe committee were not allowed to employ 
a clerk, its labors woud be very great indeed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, thought that it was extremely desira- 
ble that the House should be putin possession of information 
relating to the different cases before that committee at as early a 
day as practicable. We know that cases referred to that com- 
mittee embraced numerous depositions, which would make its 
labors arduous in an extreme degree, to put in such form as 
would be proper to report for the information of the House; 
and it seemed to him that the public required, and that the pec- 
ple of New Jersey required, as early a report as possible on 
the disputed seats of the Representatives from the State of 
New Jersey. He thought, unless gentlemen wanted that report 

delayed unt! the end of the session, they should vote fer this 
resolution. He sincerely hoped it would pass. 

Mr. DOIG, to put a stop to unnecessary debate, moved the 
previous question ; which was seconded, and the main ques- 

tion was ordered, which was on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. REYNOLDS renewed his motion for the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

aes question was then taken on the resolution, and it was 
adopted. $ 

Mr. RARIDEN, on his motion, was excused from serving on 
the committee on expenditures in the Depar:ment of War. 

Mr. HOFFMAN called for the order of the day ; when 

The SPEAKER announce! that the first business in order 
was the unfinished report of the Committee on the Rules. 

Mr. HOFFMAN said, before proceeding to the consideration 
of the last resolution, he wished to submit an amendment to the 
rules, to admit within the hall the United States District Attor- 
ney for the District of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that noamendment could be 
offered until the amendments reported. by the committee should 
be first disposed of, and thatthe motion of the gentleman from 
New York couid not now be received. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to know if that amendment was within 
the province of the committee. 

The SP AKER eaid he had already decided that the amend- 
rent could not be received- -the question before the House be- 
ing on the resolution reported by the commitiee to remove the 
seats from before the desks of the members, after the present 
session. 

Mr. IXOFFMAN said the committee on this resolution was 
unanimous. It had been proposed by one member, and agreed 
to by all the rest. Perhaps it might not be within the compe- 
tency of the committee to report it, but it seemed to him to be 
within the objects for which it was constituted. They sup- 
posed it was withinthe province of the committee to bring in 
such rules and orders as would facilitate the transaction of 
public business, and prevent disorder, which too often occurred 
there, He considered that one of the best means to effect that 
object, would be to take away the desks before the seats of 
members. The committee thought that the members were too 
comfortable there to do the bnsiness of th-ir constituents. We 
cannot Confine the gentlemen who wished to speak to one 
hour, as was proposed by the gentleman from New York. [Mr. 
CLARK.} on yesterday; and they had set up no hour glass 
nor had they the water glass of more ancient times, by which to 
measure the speeches of the members. He thought it better to 
make the seats of members as uncomfortable as possible, and 
they wonldthe sooner rid themselves of the tediousness of 
debate, by vacating them. As it wasnew, the speaker might 
look round to see it members were not tired of so long debate, 
and he found almost as many members in their places at the 
conclusion, as he did at the commencement. Remove the 
desks, and adopt benches, and the countenances of members 
would scon indicate to the speaker that it was time for him to 
atop. 

a 1 zeferred to the mode in t 
where they have benches, as a precedent to govern the Ious 
of Representatives. In that body, he said, Saher there were 
six or seven hundred members, they did not occupy near as 
much time as they did in that House, which he attributed 
solely to the uncomforiabie manner in the arrangement of seate, 
He thought it much better to compel members to write all their 
letters and resolutions at home, and come there with their 
Propositions and business cut and dried ready for the action 
of the House. Ona score of economy, he thought it best to 
remove tie desks; that it would expedite the public business 
more than any other rule which could be adopted, 

Mr. BANKS dil not rise to make a speech on the question 
before the House. He happened not tobe Present at the session of 
the committee when this particular proposition was agreed to: 
but had he been present, he should have opposed it there as he 
would here. He concurred with the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, that this Proposition was not within the province of the 
committee. It did not go toamend the rules, nor did it make a 
new one. But what waa the intended effect of the proposition? 
The gentleman from New York said that it would force mem. 


he House of Commons, 


f the Committee of f: 


bers to be less prolix in their speeches, by removing the con- 
veniences which enabled the listeners to prevent ennui and wea- 
riness during the delivery of a long speech. 

But what are gentlemen to do when they want to 
write amendments to bills pending before the Louse, 
er how are they to keep themselves informed of the detail of 
public business when they have no means of keeping and re- 
ferring to the documents printed for their use? Would the gen- 
tleman have the members of this House rushing to the 
Clerk’s table every time they wanted to write an amend- 
ment or refer to a document? Did he not see the con- 
fusion and disorder that would thereby ensue? But the 
gentleman introduced the practice in the British Parliament, 
which he highly extolled and recommended for our adop- 
tion, Iam, sir, American in a'l my feelinzs, and do not want 
to go to the British Parliament for an example. Our practice 
in this respect has been tried fora number of years, and has 
been highly beneficial. Tt was a remarkable fact, that the plan 
now proposed by the gen‘leman, was tried for a long time in 
the Virginia Legislature; but finding the inconvenience and dis- 
order resulting from the members having no place to write 
their amendments, that body caused their Hall to be furnished 
with desks. Mr. B. hoped the resolution would not be adopted, 
and moved the previous question on it. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS said, if it was in order he would 
move to lay the resolution on the table. , . 

Mr. HOLMES said, the Cram had decided that it was not in 
order to introduce it into the rules, agit did not come under the 
rules of the House, or within the province o the Committee on 
the Rules. If such was his decision, a motion to lie on the table 
was not necessary. i , 

The CHAIR said that was not the motion he decided to be 
out of order. , , 

Mr. ADAMS said he made the objection, because it was not in 
order for the committee to introduce the resolution, and under- 
stood the SpraKer to decide that it was not in order. 

The SPEAKER said he did not decide upon that point; but 
he decided that the motion of the gentlemin from New York 
(Mr. HorrMan] to ad:nit the district attorney into the Hall was 
not in crder atthe time he made it. Ag the gentleman, hew- 
ever, made the objection, the Cuarr decided that the resolution 
was in order. 

Mr. BANKS had ’no doubt that the decision was correct; for 
the Cuar decided on questions of order and not consistency. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS said asthe Cram decides that the 
resolution was in order, he would inquire witether it isin order 
to move to lay it on the table. 

The CHAIR was of opinion that, as the resolution was a se- 
parate proposition, it was in order to move to lay it on the 
table. . 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS then moved to lay on the table that par- 
ticular resolution. 

The question was then taken on laying it on the table, and 
decided in the affirmative—ayes 119 nays 52. 

Mr. COLES said he believed it Was now in order for him to 
movean amendment to the 54th gnd 55th rules;and he would 
therefore submit the following, Which he hoped would receive 
the favorable considergtion of (fe Honse. 

“All petitions, mem@rials, agid papers touching the abolition 
of slavery, or the buygng, seing, or transferring of slaves in 
any State, District, or itgry of the United States, shail, up- 
on their presentation, Ye laigon the table, without being debated 

rinted, read, or referrpd, aAd no further action whatever shail 

e had thereon. 

Mr. ADAMS said 
for the motion of the ge 


l a substitute which he would offer 
eman from Virginia. t 

The BPEAKER w inform the gentlemen that it was not 
in order to sabmit tkfir motions, because there were other 
amendments to the res propused by a member of the com- 
mittee, [Mr. Baxxs,] with its approbation. 

Mr. BANKS observed that he would waive the consideration 
of his amendments for the present. He was not anxious about 
them, though he wouid like to have some of them considered 
at a more favorable opportunity. 5 

The SPEAKER said, that being the case, the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. CoLgs] had the floor, and it would be in order 
then for him to offer his amendment. 

Mr. Coxsgs’s resolution was then read; afier which, 

Mr. COLES proceeded to address the House in its support. 
He observed that a resolution, substantially the same, had re- 
ceived the favor of the House at cach of the four last sessions of 
Congress, and he should think, from the service it had perform: 
ed, it ought to be entitled to a kind reception. That resolution 
he said, was almost a literal copy of the one paesed at the se- 
cond session of, the Twenty-fourth Congress, and familiarly 
known as Mr. Patton’s resolution. There was no material dif- 
ference between the two. He would not detain the 
House by saying any thing more on {the subject, but 
as he had some weeks ago proposed to the House a measure of 
a similar character, which was not then received, a brief ex. 
planation would be necessary. lt was known to the House 
that the subject of Abolition petitions had created much dis- 
turbance here, as well as throughout the country. Tt was te- 
lieved that there had not been a dozen membera here who would 
have voted to grant the prayers of these petitions. But day afier 
day, week aftr week, and month after month, the subject 
involved in them had been debated on that floor, not only ob. 
strusting the business of the House, and denying justice to other 
petitioners, but creating excitement, jealousies, and heart. 
Sea hie ete ne ae. Surely, sir, we can 

revent the mischiefe that these petitions are e 
Sie. petitions are calculated to 


If we cannot prevent them from coming into the Touse, we 
can at least get over the difficulties in wh ch the conflicting 
views of members with regard to them have occasioned. Some 
gentlemen think that they should be received, while others think 
they should not; some think that they should be received and 
rejected ; some think that they should be received and laid 
on the table; and come think that they should be referred 
to a committee, with instructions to consider and report on 
them. Then there were other gentlemen who were of opinion 
thal the petitions should be heard at the bar of the Houre 
Amongst these conflicting opinions, gentlemen had been able to 
uni e, at the session of Congress he before referred to ona mea- 
sure somewhat similar tothe one he now presented; and he,there- 
fore, having been admonished by the experience of several 
sessions, had thought that, by bringing it forward, it would 
serve to put an end to the agitating questions which would 
otherwise be likely to occupy a considerable portion of the 
time of the body. It was manifest that such measure was 
necessary to the peace of the House. Mr, C, was not disposed 
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to gacritice the rights of the South, and no man, residing in his 
daire, coud ever be made to believe that he was capable of 
paiteceg with tra subject for auy personal or party purpose; 
ant he should, theretore, say no more oh that point His 
constuents wished no aggression on ihe rights ot others. 
They only asked to be let alone. Me offered no pro- 
posiiion calculated to abridge the rights of the people 
peaceably to assemble and petition tor a redress of grie- 
vances, But when the peopie had exercised that right, and 
had petitioned, he denied that they had any right to say 
that their petition shall be granted, or to prescribe to 
Congress its course of action on their petition. HW he had 
his choice, he would be disposed to throw all Abolition peti- 
tions mto the fire, or out of the doors or windows; but if a majo- 
rity of the House would not consent to the mode of disposing of 
them chat he preferred, but were willing to adopt the course of 
the last eeasion, and lay themonthe table without reading, de- 
bate, or any action whatever, he would unite withthem, He was 
aware (hat andther preposition was about to be offered. which 
was asimiar one to that submitted by his colleague (Mr. Wisa] 
the ocher day. Mr. C, preterred bis own resolution because 
it was a tried measure, ard had united the votes of the House 
at four different sessionso! Congress; the eflects of the two were 
iden ieaily ihe same: for, ifthe one received the petition, the other 
did also. It gentlemen would inquire what hac been the prac- 
tiee of the House and of the Senate for several years past, 
they would tind the effects of both modes of disposinz 
of a petition practically the same; for laying the ques- 
tionn of recepiion on the table, carried with it the pe- 
tition alse, and it went accordingly into the clerk’s office, 
and was placed on the files. He was not, however, so partial 
to this resolution as to object to any amendment thar would ef- 
fect the objec:s he had in view. If the House chose to adopt 
the phraseolozy of the reaciution adopted atthe first session of 
the Twenty-fourth Congress, or the phraseology adopted at the 
eecond session of the same Congress, or, if it chose to adopt the 
phraseolegy of the resolution of the last session, he would be 
pertectiy content. The same principle pervaded the whole of 
them. Having seldom troubled this House, he thought ıt was 
due to himself to make this brief explanation, and as he had 
said nothing which rendered it obligatory on any gentleman to 
reply to him. he would move the previous question. 

Mr. GRANGER rose to address himself to the justice of the 
gentleman from Virgmia, and te request him to withdraw his 
metion for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER informed the gent'eman from New York 
that no debate could be allawed on the previous question. 

Mr. GRANGER said no debate was intended. He asked for 
the extension of that invariable courtesy which had never been 
re-used on that foor, and io be permitted to asi: the gentleman 
from Virginia, as he had made remarks utterly at variance wiih 
the recollections of gentlemen on that ocr, that he would with- 
craw his appeal. 

Cries of order, and Mr. Grxorn being ca'led to order by 
the Cuair, took his seat. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, moved to lay the 
amendment on the table, with a view of offering a substitute. 

Mr. CROSS called for ihe yeas and nays. 

Mr. PECK move! fora call of the House. There were some 
Northern slaves there, he said, whom he wanted to be eman- 
cipated. Mr. P. then called for the yeas and nays on his mo- 
tion; which were ordered, and the question being taken, it was 
decided inthe negative—yeas 85, nays 113. 

The question recurring onthe motion of Mr. Trompson, of 
South Carolina, to lay the resolution on the table, 

Mr. SLADE raised the point of order, that, inasmuch as the 
rules of the House are for conducting its business from day 
to day, this resoiution proposed a rule of action for the whole 
seasion 

The SPEAKER ruled the resolution to be in order, it having 
been received and acted en by the House: it was too late now 
for the gen: eman from Vermont to raise the question of order. 

Mr. ROTTS asked to he excuse! from voting on the ques- 
tion, and was proceeding to discuss the ques'ion; when 

The SPEAKER informed him that it was not in order to 
discuss the merits of the proposition on a motion to be ex- 
cused. 

Mr. TRIPLETT 
have leave to proceed? 

Mr. CHAPMAN called for the ycas and nays, which were 
ordered; and 

Mr. PECK moved a call of the House, but subsequently 
withdrew his mouon. We have. said he, some refugee slaves 
from the North that I wish brought in. 

Mr. BOITS hoped that the gentleman who had so kindly 
moved for liberty for him to proceed with his remarks would 
withdraw his motion. 

Mr. STANLY. Ifthe gentleman does withdraw the mo- 
tion. I shall renew it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, asked ifthe gentleman was allowed to 
rake a speech, if it would not be in order to answer him. 

The yeas and nays were then called on allowing Mr. Botts 
to ga on, and rerulted— yeas 93, nays 104. 

Mr. BOTTES then withdrew his notion to be excuse] from 
voting. saying thathe would excuse himself by walking out of 
the House. 

Mr. MONROE moved to be excused from voting; which mo- 
tion was rejected—ayes 23, noes not counted. 

The question waa then taken on Me Tuompson’s motion to 
lay the amendment of Mr. Cores on the table, and resulted— 
yeas 102, nays 95, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adama, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon H, 
Anderson, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Black, Bond, Brigzs, 
Brockway, Anson Brown, Sampson H. 


oved that the gentleman from Virginia 


Jatler, Calhoun, Ca- 
sey. Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Colquitt, Jaimes Cooper, Mark 
A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cush- 
ing, Davee, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Diliett, 
Edwards, Ely. Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fisher, Fletcher, 
Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry.Gerry, Giddings, Goode, Granger, 
Graves, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, W. S. Hastings, 
Henry, Hillen, Hoffman, James, Charles Johnston, Wm. C, 
Johnson, Kempshall, Lawrence, Lincoln, Lowell, Marvin. 
Mitchell, Morgan, ©. Morris, Naylor, Nizbet, Ogle, Osborne. Pa, 
Jen, Parmenter, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Ran- 
do ph, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall- 
Simonton, Stade, Truman smith. Stanly, Storrs, Bart, Sum- 
ter, Waddy Thompson, Jaecb Thompson, Tilunghast, Toland, 
Trumbull, Peter J Wagner, Warren, John White, Thomas W. 
Williams, and Joseph L. Williams—102. 


NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
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Brown. A.G. Brown, Burke, J.Campbell! W.B. Campbell, Carr, 
Caroll, Carter, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Craig, 
Crary, Cross, Dana, John Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, 
Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Bart, Eastman, Floyd. Fornance, 
James Garland, Gozgin, Graham, Hammond, Hand, John 
Hastings. Hawkius, Willor Va. Hill of N. C. Holleman, Hook, 
Hopkias, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Joseph Johuzon, Nath’! 
Jones, John W Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leo- 
nard, Lewis, Lucas, MeCtellan, McCulloh, McKay, Malory, 
Marchand, Medill, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Parish, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Ramsay, Samuels, 
Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Sm th, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Philip F. 
Thomas, Triplett. ‘Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagner, 
Watterston, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, and Sherrod Williams—!8. 

Mr. THOMPSON then offered his substitute, which was read 
as follows: 

Resolred, That, upon the presentation of any memorial or 
petition, pras iag for the abolition of slavery or the slave trade 
in any District, Territory, or State of the Union, and upon the 
presentation of any resolution, or other paper touching that 
subject, the reception of such memorial, petition, resolution, or 
paper, sha!l be considered as objected to, and the question of its 
reception shall be laidon the table, without debate, or further 
action thereon. 

Mr. ADAMS submitted to the Cuar whether his substitute 
had not priority. He offered it (he said) as soon as the gentle- 
man frem Virginia had offered his. 

The SPEAKER replied, that he had informed the gentleman 
that it was not in order for bim to offer his resolution when the 
gentleman from Virginia had the Noor. The genteman did 
not offer it at any oiher time. 

Mr. ADAMS. Very well, sir; I shall yet find atime. 

Mr. EVERETT raised the question on the reception of Mr. 
Tuompson’s resolution; and. after a discussion on the point of 
order involved, in which Messrs. EVERETT, LEWIS WIL- 
LIAMS, BRIGGS, and SHERROD WILLIAMS, took part, 
Mr. EVERETT withdrew his objections. 

Mr. TILLINGITAST rose to a point of order, wiich he re- 
duced to writing, as follows: 

©That itis not in order to adopt or move a proposition, as a 
standing ru'e of one House of Congress, which, if adopted 
and made a staniing rule, interferes with a constitutional obli- 
gation of the House, as one branch of Congress ; impairs the 
right of petition, as secured hy common taw and by the Consti- 
tution; and precludes appropriate, constitutional, and discrimi- 
nating action by the House upon petitions of its constituents, 
respectfully addressed to Congress, whenever the same are, or 
may be presented ; and that the proposition moved by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina as and for a standing rule, is not in 
order on that account.” 

The CHAIR decided that this could not be entertained asa 
point of order, it being matter of objection to the adoption of 
the proposition on its merits. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, then addressed tlic 
House at length in support of his motion, and concluded by 
moving the previons question. 

Messrs. GRANGER and MONROE asked the gentleman 
from South Carelina to withdraw his appeal, to enable them to 
mike some remat ks. 

Mr. THOMPSON declining, 

Mr. GRANGER said he much admired the chivalry of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, who made a speech, and, by 
moving the previous question, cut offa reply to it. 

Mr. MONROE again appealing to Mr. Toompson, he, amidst 
much noise and confusion, withdrew his motion: when 

Mr. NONROE addressed the House at some length in cx- 
planation of his views on the subject, and concluded by mov- 
ing ithe following, which the Crair permitted to be read for 
the information of the House. 

Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, resolutions, and ad- 
dresvesof every description, touching the abolition of slavery in 
the Distric: of Columbia, or in the Statesor Territories, or in 
any manner relating to the existence of slavery or the slave 
trade in the United States, be referred. without debate, to a select 
committee, with instructions to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. GRANGER then followed, and, ina speech of some 
length, contended for the right of petition, which he said 
would be outraged by the adoption of the resolution. We 
have arrived at a pointat which itis proposed to engraft on the 
rutes of the Representative Assembly ofthe freest Government 
on earth, a standing order hy which no paper shall be re- 
ceived which presumes to speak on a question of per- 
sonal liberty. Here wasan opinion practically consistent 
with Jeffersonian principles, practically consistent with mo ‘ern 
Democracy! He asked if, ina Government like ours, we had 
arrived at a point at which the only question that cou'd not be 
discussed in that House was a question involving liberty or 
slavery. Mr. G. after denying that he was an Abolitionist, 
gaid, if gentlemen woull continue to press this question 
in this form, they would find enlisted un‘er the banner 
of Abolitionism a number of gallant spiriis at the 
North who would never quai’; and that it would then be 
discovered that the South was not the only pert of this nation 
possessing moral force, and which, knowing its rights, dares 
maintain them. Mr. G. expressed tie hope that a resolution 
would be offered referring these petitions toa committee 10 con- 
sider and report on them, though he could not approve of 
making any standing order of the Ifouse on the subject. 

Mr. CRABB feit it due to himself to make a few observations 
in explanation of the vote he gave. He voted against the reso- 
lution ofthe gentleman from New Hampshire, not because he 
believed it was a gag, but because it was not, in his opinion, 
gaz enoug: ; and for this vote, ke was announced, in the Aboli- 
tion paper of New York, as being one of those opposed to the 
gig. He had intended to make a publication in answer, defin- 
ing his reasons for the vote he gave, hut when he came to con- 
sider the source from whence the charge was made, he thonght 
it best to treat it with silent contempt. 

The charge, however, was transferred from that paper toan 
Administration paper in his district, and used in_ the elections 
against him. In reference to the rignt of petition, on which 
gentlemen laid so much stress, he thought Northern gentlemen 
were mistaken on thissnbject. The Constitntion provided that 
no law should be passed prohibiting the people from as- 
sembling to petition for a redress of grievances. Now 
he was not disposed to interfere with this provision. 

Was it a violation of this right for Congress to refuse 
to receive potitions on a matter with regard to which it had no 
jurisdiction? Gentlemen on all sides, with a very few excep. 


tions, admitted that Congress had no jurisdiction on the sub- 


ject; and, besides, had these abolitionists grievances to redress, 
or had they a right to intermeddle and petition for a redress 
of grievances which they might suppose to exist in another 
part of the Union? The right of petition was consummated, 
when the petitioners had assembled and made their petition, 
andihey had no right to require Congress to grant their prayer, 
or to prescribe its action onit. Mr. C. after a few remarks, ex- 
pressed his regrets that the centleman frum South Carolina {Mr. 
Tromrson] had withdrawn his motion fer the previous ques- 
tion; and as he believed that further discussion would be inju- 
rious, he renewed the motion, and reluctantly gave notice that 
he could not withdraw it. 

Mr. GENTRY, and several others, asked the gentleman to 
withdraw his motion for the previous question, and it would 
be considered a great obligation conferred. 

Mr. CRABB said he was as desirous as any gentleman to 
speak on that subject; but inasmuc as he regretted that the 
gentleman fiom South Carolina {Mr. Trompson] had with- 
drawn his motion for the previous question, he thought the de- 
bate would take a wide range, and be injurious; and he could 
not consent to withdraw it. 

The Ilouse was then about teing divided, to ascertain 
whether there was a second to the motion for the previous 
ques ion, and tellers having been called for, Messrs. GRIFFIN, 
of South Carolina, and ANDREWS of Kentucky, were appoint- 
ed as such; who reported that there were—ayes 72, noes 8/. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. GENTRY said, without regard to what effect it would 
have upon him personally. he felt impelled by a proper rense 
of duty to state what his convictions were as to the best 
course for the House to pursue upon the exciting question be- 
fore it. As a Southern man, he repudiated the idea that this was 
a question which was contined to ot interested the South alone. 
He considered that the whole Union was interested, inasmuch as 
any thing which went to overthrow or affect the peculiar instita- 
tions ofone section, by an infraction ofthe compact, would affect 
the who'e Union, and the common cause of freedom itself. It 
therefore should be looked towitha single eye as to the most 
wise course to be pursued to allay the excit ment. and prevent 
the dingers that might accrue from the agitation of the subject. 
He concurred with the views ofthe gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Monrog.] that the battle was at present to be fought in 
the North, and he thoughtit extremely improper for Southern 
gentleman to place their friends from the North on that floor 
in a position which was untenable at home, and which, he be- 
lieved, favored the schemes of the Abolitionists; that, it was their 
great objectto prevent. The Abolitionists, whose great prin- 
ciple of action is agitation, could not be better pleased than by 
the passage of the resolution of the gentleman from South 
Carolina | Mr. Thor :on.] Itwould strengthen thei: ground by 
blending then coause with the great Constittional rigat of peti- 
tion. It was by this species of argument that they had been ena- 
bled to maintain their stand in 1:2 North thus far, and the House 
should legistate, so as to deprive them ofthat argument to ad- 
vance their cause. He thonght the representatives Zom the 
South should look at this question practically, without 
passion and resentrment—to meet it, and discuss it— 
to receive the petitions—refer them to a committee 
to be reported upon—su:h report to show why it was 
that the prayers of the petition could not be granted. 
He believed that such a report would have as beneficial ef- 
fect in causing this agitation to subside, as the great Sunday 
mail report had in allaying the excitement it was intended to 
operaie upon. It was from these considerations that he was in 
favor of the resolution offered a few days ago by a gentleman 
from Louisiana. (Mr. Cuinn J who, he was informed, was as 
much interested in having this question settled as any man 1p- 
on that floor. Jle believed that if they met the question 
frankly. by taking the course suggested by him, their 
friends in the North would successfully do baitle there, and 
put down those agitators. De trusted that the patriotism of 
the North and the South would meet, and, through the chanrel 
of a committee, m such a report as would settle the matter 
definitely. He believed the best interests of the South re- 
quired the course indicated by him, and for that reason he 
would vote against the resolution of the genteman irom South 
Carolina. |Mr. ‘THompson,} in the hope that it would thereby 
enable him to vote for the resolution of the gentleman from 
Louisiana, (Mr. Curxy.] Mr. G. having concluded, 

Mr. COOPER, of Georgia, obtained the floor, and on his 
motion 

The House adiourned. 


ae 


IN SENATE, 
Trurspay, January 16, 1840. 

The CITAIR presented the credentials of DANIEL STURGEON, 
elected a Senator of the United States by the Legislature oi the 
State of Pennsvivania, for the term of six years, from and after 
the 4th dav of Marci, 1839; which were read. 

The CHAIR submitted a memorial of the Legislative As- 
sembly of the Territory of Towa, praying an appropriation for 
the completion of the oad from Dubuque to the northern boun- 
dary of the State of Missouri. 

Also, a memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the Terri- 
tory of Iowa, praying a donation of land for the improvement of 
the navigation of the Jowa end Cedar rivers; and 

A memcrial of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
Iowa. praying the survey of Skunk river; which were severally 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
of Iowa, in favor of the survey of the lands in that Territory, to 
which the Indian title has been recently extinguished; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the memorial o° George 
Whitman, praying compensation for the aid and responsibility 
afforded by him te Government agents in 1826, in rais ng money 
for the prosecution of the operations against the hostile Creek 
Indians: which was referred to the Cy mmittee on Clanrs. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of John FT. Sheppard, 
administrator of Abiel Wood, deceased, praying to be released 
froma judgment recoverd by the United States; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. | 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial of 
manufacturers of cigars in the city of Balumore, 
increase of Guly on imported cigars; which was re 
Committee on Manufactures. wi 

Mr. PITELPS presented the petition cf a number of chir pe 
of Rutland county, Vermont, praying a reduction © i or F OL 
on letters; which was referred to the Commitee on tne Is r 


fice and Post Roads, 


1 


so 


a number of 
praying an 
ferred to the 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the memorial of a commit- 
tee of the Americ in Silk Society, praying the aid and patrunage 
of the Government in the prinung and distributing the journal 

id society. 

ot canine iis memorial, Mr. Cuay said, while I amupI 
will remack that, in my opinion, there is hardly a production in 
which this couatry is engaged which is more important to be 
duly attended t» at this time than that of siik. As an agnicul- 
tural product, it is appropriate to ali parts of the country. And 
among the causes which have occasioned the unexampled state 
of distress from which no portion of this wide country is ex- 
empt, which has increased, is increasing, and I wish to God I 
could see any hope ofits end—at least among the fureign causes 
of ihia remarkable state of distress, is unquestionably that of 
purchasing so much abroad. Sir, we must make more at home, 
and bring less from abroad, if we would remove the causes of 
distress; and this remark is applicable to our own productions 
in every form, of agriculture as well as of fabricatisn. And 
in regard to silk itself, look at the facts, For seven years past, 
the anaualamount of it brought into this ceuntry has been 
$12 510,009, and one year it rose to $20 000,000; and this $12,- 
500,000 is foranarticle which, if any thing, is for the adorn- 
ment and luxury of man. Silk is that article. 

Sir, no country can long withstand, for which the annual im- 
ports exceed the exports by some $40,009,009 or $5u,000 000. 
And, iff was not absolutely pow-rless, if my friends and my- 
self had any power in the direction of this Government, 1 would 
to-morrow impose a duty equal to the maximum which the 
compromise act admiis, that is, 20 per cent. on this import of 
$12,500,000 in silk. I wonld lay this duty on silk; and with a 
view, in part, to prevent a dangerous excess of revenne, I 
would distribute the annual proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands to the States as their own property, to which they areal- 
ready entitled; and letthis fund assist them to liquidate their 
debts, and to foster those great interests which are justly dear 
to them, eo far as there is now freedom from debt. 1 would im» 
pose this duty on silk andon other luxuries, and if the lands 
are not necessary to the support of this Government, 1 would 
distribute the proceeds of the lands among the States who are 
entitled to them. But we, or at least I ain not in the condition 

t o do what I have suggested, and therefore I cmnot do other- 
wise than to ask thatthis memoiial be referred to the Commit- 
tee m Manufactures, : nd printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN said: I rise to make no opposition to the 
motion, butto make a few remarks connected with those topica 
which are now of chief importance; and I hope that not much 
more ofthis season will pass, before we shill go deeply into that 
subject. The country is now ata point at which it has become 
of far more interest than ever. 

Sir, I differ in toʻo from the Senator from Kentucky as to the 

causes of distress; and, if Lam not mistaken, they are the very 
oppasite of what have been assigned. Tu revive the old, the 
tried, and condemned American system, would be ruinous in 
every branch of industry, and especially to the manufacturing, 
agricultural, and commercial intereses. ‘Phe distress which 
he ascribes tothe importation of siik comes trom other causes 
He looked upon any measure that would, at this time, increase 
the credit of the Siates so as to enable them to sell more bonds 
in foreign markets, as positively injurious. We ship our cre- 
dit, and bringin goods. Ihuld the very reverse of what the 
Benator has indicated as the true policy, and I hope fur an early 
opportunity of pointing out that policy, and that at an early day 
we shall look deep inio the subject. 

Mr. CLAY. This isa litle unusual, to engage 1n a discus- 
sion on this subject thus before the time. Sir, have I proposed 
or suggested a revival of the tariff further than the coinpromise 
allows? Not in phe slightest degree. I merely proposed a duty 
on silk, as an article of luxury, entirely consistent with the 
compromise. Sir, what was it that I proposed? It was simply 
that the maximum duty of the compromise—that is, twenty 
per cent.—shouid be imposed on siik, which is in no way in- 
compatible with the compromise, 

And how can this injure she manufactures of cotton, ship- 
building, or any thing else, which are now nearly prostrated? 
The woollen manufacturer at the North is almost entirely 
stopped, and that of iron itsell is anong the most languishing, 
How can the duty.on this luxury affect either the manufactures 
or agriculture of the country? It wiil benefit them; for it will 
directly aid tHe manutacture of silk, and, if raw silk is pro- 
duced with success. it becomes a fit object fur importation, and 
it may aid greatly in removing that ruinous excess in the ba- 
lance of trade, which wil! crush us ail, unless the people can 
tise to their own relief. 

And the State debis? Sir, I ehoul-] like to know by what 
rightthe subject of State debts is so frequently dragged into 
this Senate and the Siates are here chided and censured as if 
upoder our supervision. Who gives us jurisdiction ovr 
them? By what authority have we the right to say to Penn- 
sylvania, or Ilinois, or any other State, you are extravagant; 
you have got into debt; aad we will leave you to get out 
-as you can, Whence is this right? Who made it the duty 
of the Federal Government to give lectures to the Staies 
on getting iuto this deb:? But those debis have been con- 
tracted, and, as the Senator from South Carolina says, one 
ehect of it has been to enlarge our imports, because the means 
arising from the State bonds has bee. thrown into the channel 
of commerce. But it will be no longer go, for that very 
means will now become an obstruction to commerce. But 
those debts exist, aud, as men of honor and honesty, those who 
owe them must pay them; and I trust no man here will be so des- 
titute of honor and probity as to say they ought not to be paid. 
They have been contracted, and our States have received the 
benefit; and Iros: anil beileve that nota State of this Union 
will be so lust to bonor and good faih as not to pay such 
debts. Tae debts exist, and in the worst forms, because the 
foreigner is against us, no: as a whole, but as divided into parts, 
as separate members of the Confederacy, on whom theres fo- 
Teign debt, and consequenily foreign mfluence. 

And what is to be done? The States have here proposed 
nothing, in either branchof Congress. But we know the exist- 
ence of these debts, and the disiress which prevails in these 
different communities; and we know that taxation will be 
necessary. Some of the States, right of wrong, have con- 

tracted debts to an extent which the people cannot hear; 
and if we are not destitute of all those feelings which ought to 
belong to a parent Government, and whch, as such, we 
should cherish, we ought deeply to sympathize with all these 
sufferings. 

Well, and what suggestion did T make? Was it to assume 
these debts? No, sir; no, sir. But we are in possession of an 
important fund, which, of right, belongs to the States The 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


; itself be sufficient to pay the interest on a debt of §100,U00,0C0, 
and I believe the whole amount of the Sia‘e debts is nut much 
more than $100,000,000. But I have been drawn into an exhi- 
bition of these views on an occasion wh. n I had not intended it. 
I merely meant to make some suggestions appropriate on pre- 
senting a memorial. The Senator ir m South Carolina thought 
i fit to express, what is not at all extraocdinary, that there is a 
! total difference of opinion between uson this subject. But he 
| misstated me in regard to the tarif, and I therefore thought it 

my duty to say what I have done on that point, and f trust thie 

willserve with the -enate as my apology. 
' Mre. CALHOUN. I will not enter into the argument, but 
: merely say, by way of comment on the Senatot’s remarks, that 
| his scheme in regard to the public lands, is onewf the mod:fica- 
| tions for assuming the State debts; and, in my opinion, it is the 
+ Most unconstitutional and ruinous that can be imagined. But 
i Ttrust the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. Grunpy] will give us 
i 
| 
Í 


an opportunity svon toenter fully into thatsubject—(alluding to 
the expected report on Mr. Banton’s resolutions adverse to the 
| assumption of debts by the States.) Itis time to act; and, in my 
| opinion, we are at the point where we were when the Ameri- 
can System was adopted—the revival of which would be fol- 
! lowei byincaleulable injury. Iam ready to meet that point, 
andto show that the wivle system is the reverse of our true 
i policy. 
P Mr CLAY. The gentleman chooses to call this(the distri- 
bution of the land proceeds) an assumption of the State debts. 
Why, sir, the proposition was made long before any State was 
| in debt, or, ifany, only for a trifftag sum; and the gentleman 
says this isan assumption of the State debts?! But how? On 
what grounds did I make my propositio? Weare in posses- 
sion ofa fund belonging to the States, held in trust solely for 
| their benefit; and I suid we ought now to distribute its proceeds 
| among the States. And the gentleman says this is anassump- 
tion of the State debts! Sir, how is it so? And whose is this 
property? It will gu to the Staies that owe no debt; and if those 
States receive it, they getonly what they are entitled to. 

In respect to ths American System, I am ready to engage in 
the discussion on that sudject; but when I do so, I hope the 
honorable Senator from South Carolina will remember the part 
he took in 1316 as the originator ofthat system ; and that I was 
then bis humble follower on that subject ard for years afer- 
|! wards; and I believe the country is now filty years ahead of 

what it would have been but for that system ; and if it had not 
| been for ihat system, we should be now in the state we were 

before the Revolution, when there was no paper and no cur- 
rency. except as tobacco and other articles of irade were usei 
aga melium. F shail then be ready to show that domestic 
causes produce l the grever portion of the distress in which the 
country is involved; but of foreim causes, the main one has 
been that we produce too little at home, aud send for too much 
atroad ; and | believe the imports are enlarged not merely by 
the want of duty on luxuries, but the list of free articles is more 

than a moiety of the whole imports of the country. 

Mr. GRUNDY said, without intending to declare any opinion 
on the merits of the debute in which the gentlemen who pre- 
ceded him had engaged, he expressed the hope that the subject 
of the assumption of Siate debtsby the General Government 
would nat be wora out hefore it_ came properly before the Se- 
nate. Tne select Committee to which that matter had been re- 

| ferred, wouldin a few days make a report, in which all the 
questions connected wiih the subject would be presented, fully 
and fairly, for the action of the Senate, and every Senator 
would have an opportunity of presenting his sentiments on 
tnem. 

Tie memorial was then referred tothe Committee on Manu- 

factures, 
_ Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of Bickford P Hutch- 
inson and others, praying the confirmation of their title toa 
tract of land or that they be allowed to locate o-her lands of 
equal value in lieu thereof; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of the Cairo city and 
canal company, praying that the city of Cairo may be selected 
as the cite of a national armory; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Afairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Y also, presented a preamble and respiutions of the 
General Assembly of the Siate of Ilinois, ingiructing iheir Se- 
nators and reguesiing their Representztives in Cong ess to use 
their exertions to procure the adoption of measures for the 
speedy and permanent adjustment of the title of the United 
States to the Oregon Territory; which were referred to the 
fae amier on the Oregon Territory, and ordered to be 

Mr. Y. ala, presented the memorial of a number of theciti- 
zens of the State of Tlinvis and Territoriesof Wisconsin and 
lowa, praying an appropriation for improvement of the navi- 
gation of the Mississippi river; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Commerce. 

< ` , F 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
was referred the petitions of John Quincey, Daniel Root and 
John Panl, made an averse report in each case, and asked to 
be discharged from their further consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. P. from the same committee, 
petitions on the subject, reported 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Collins, and 

Anal for the relief of Hannah Laighton; 

ich were severally read, and ordered toa ərdi 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on NG a kading. 
which was referred the pe:itionsof Ann Eliza Laurie and Tr- 
vine Shubrick, made an adverse report thereon, and asked to 
be discharged from their farther cons:deration; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr, W. also from the same Committee, to which was referred 
the bill to repeal certain acts Fespeciung navy pensions, and 
making further provisions in rela:ion to navy pensions, reported 
he same wi Dan amendment. eee 

r. W, said, as this was a public bill of much i > 
would ask the Senate to maks it the Spicil On for Toed 
next; which was agreed to. 7 

Mr, WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, to which was 
teferred the petition of Nathaniel Jacobs, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration; which wae agreed to, 


to which was referred the 


Mr. HUBBARD said that, at the last session of Congresa,the pe- 
tition of John Kurtz for remuneration for the lose of the cargo of 
thes vip Allegany, ws referred to the Cominitiee on Claims, That 
commitire lkal (hia peution under their consideration, and re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the petitioner. That bill was 
much debated in the Senate, and a vote was finally taken in the 
Senate equivalent (as regarded by the Committee of Claims) to 
nt woof the bill, The committee, therefore, did not pur- 
pos- ayain to consider this subject. The petition was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and that committee reported 
that they be discharged from its consideration, and thatit be re. 
ferreil to the Committec of Claims. If he had been presentat the 
time when this report was made from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, he should have objected to the reference of the sub- 
ject to the Committee of Claims. That committee had done 
what it deemed to be its duty, and the Senate had overruled, 
after public debate, the decision of that committee; and, while 
he was at the head of the committee, he could not consent to 
tend his aid in bringing the same bill again before the Senate for 
itsaction He, therefore,was instructed by the committee tu re- 
turn the papers again to the Senate, and he moved that they lie 
on the table, 

The papers were ordered to lie on the table. ; 

Mr. KING. from the Committee on Commerce, to which had 
been referred 

A bili to refund to Noah Miller and others, a part of the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of the British sloop Mary and cargo; and 

A bill for the relief of the Piumb Island Bridge and Turnpike 
Company; reported the same without amendment. — 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, asked to be discharged 
from the farther consideration of the resolution instructing them 
to inquire into the expediency of an extension of credit to the 
Siate of Ldinois on certain duty bonds, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Finance; which wae agreed to. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolution: _ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions inquire into the 
expe liency of allowing a pension to James T. Clelladon, from 
1815 to 1830, when his present pension commenced. 

The resolution submitted yesterday in relation to the North- 
eastern bonndary coming up for consideration, 

Mr. RUGGLES offeredan amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN mid he was not opposed to the amend- 
ment, but as it related toa delicate subject, he would suggest 
thatthe whole subject lay over till to-morrow; which was 
acreed to. 

The folowing bills were read the third time and passed: 

A bill to refund the money paid, and to cancel the bonds 
given, to secure duties upon vessels and their cargoes employed 
in the whale fishery; 

A bill for the relief of John McCarty; and 

A bill for the relief of A, G. 8. Wight. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of (he bill to 
provile for the collection, safe keeping, transfer and disburse- 
mentofthe public money. 

Mr. BENTON proposed to amend the bill by striking 
out from the “19thand 20th sections the words, “orin gach 
notes, bilis, or paper issued under the authority of the United 
States, aa may be directed to be received by law 1n payment of 
the public dues.” 

Mr. 3. proceeded at length to explain and enforce the pro- 
priety of the amendment, and was followed by Messrs. 
WRIGHT, CALHOUN, NORVELL, WALKER, CLAY, of 
Kentucky, HENDERSON, and ALLEN; when the question 
was aren on the amendment, and it was adopted—ayes 33, 
noes 6. 

Mr. WALKER then submitted an amendment, striking out 
that part of section 13 empowering the agents of the Govern- 
ment tw contract for the use of the vaults of banks; which, 
afier some remarks from Mr. W. and Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, 
was agreed to without a division, ` 

The bill was then informally passed over, and the Senate 
prar oeded to the considera:ion of Executive business; after 

which, 
It adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
THURSDAY, JANUARY t6, 1840. 

Mr. COOPER. of Georgia, being entitled to the floor, 

Mr. MIfCHELL, with the permisgjon of the gentleman 
from Georgia, begged leave of the Houle. to make a brief ex- 
planation, in answer to an article that appeared in one of the 
papers of this city. In consequence of the course pursued by 
the honorable gentleman ftom Soyth Carolina [Mr. Pickens] 
the other day in alluding to an article that appeared in the Ma- 
disonian, having a personal hearióg on himself, ho Mr. M.,was 
constrained to ask the same indgilgence in reference to himself, 
The article he allujed to appeared in the Globe of of this city, 
of Tuesday last. r. M. thet read from the Globe as followa: 

EE is true that Gjneral gif Green was offered ten thousand 
dollara if, by the yhe of Ws nam>, a few of the State Rights 
party eould be indficed t#join the Federal party and secure his 
election as publ Prigter, provided he would surrenderthe 
employment so fb‘aigt:! to Gales and Seaton. This proposi- 
tion was made eral Green directly, by Mr. MITOHELL, a 
member from ork. in a letter. This letter was sent by 
General Gree a member of the House from North Caro- 
lina, with a w that it might be shown to some one of the 
State Rights party of South Carolina. Tt was shown by him 
as it ought to have been, first to the Spgaxer, and with 
his advice, to another gentleman of distinction. All considered 
ita gross overture of bribery. The member who made thia 
Proposition, although he used in his letter the term “we” in 
making it, and gave assurance that, if “adroitly managed,” the 
whole Fe:leral vote could be concentrated on General Green for 
the purpose named, yet disclaimed speaking for his party. If 
we missiate, in the slightest particular, the purport of the let- 
ter, Mr. MITCHELL Can put all right by producing it. 

“The public have, in this simple statement, the history of the 
$10,000 proposition to purchase the public printing, which hae 
been so falsely imputed to us by the confederate of Messrs, 
oe and Seaton, iu the corrupt transaction of the extra session 

„Mr. M. said it was proper that he should remark. t 7 
vions to the publication of this article, he received nrin pre: 
of the character named in it; and, for the purpose of putting 
himself right. before the House. he wrote to General Green fora 
copy of the letter which he had written to him, and which was 
writen in too much haste to retain a copy ofit. He wrote to 
General Gre n for a copy of this letter for the purpose of laying 
it before the House; but, having waited for four days withou 
hearing from General Green, he wae constrained to make | 
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explanation to the House wihout it. This article in the 
Globe, eo far as it conveyed the idea that he made the 
Proposition contained in his letter fur the purpose of br:bery, 
was ealirely false. He merely wrote this letter to Gen. Green, 
eucges ing © him to come here and be the candidate foi the 
oifce of Peiater of the House, without making him the offer of 
any specific sum for the uas of bis name. He told him that 
he Was most anxivus todeieat the election of Blair and Rives; 
aod believing it impossible to elect Gales and Seaton, he advised 
hm tocoms on and be a candidate, as it was probable he couid 
be elected. He ad led, that ifhe was unable, from the want of 
means, to execute the printing of the House,he could make an ar- 
rangement with Galesand Seaton to doit, Mr. Mircusu said he 
thought this proposition to Green was no more a matter o! 
bribery than wae the election, by the Whigs, of a Sab-Treasury 
candidate for the office of Speaker. He made this proposition 
on his owu responsibility, and it was due to Messrs. Gales and 
Seaton to say that he did so without any consultation whatever 
with them. What consiruction others might make on the 
part he had acted, he dii not know, bu: he was sure 
that no one who was not capable of committing bri- 
bery himself would consider that lettcr as a profer 
of bribery. He hid not yet obtained a copy of his let- 
ter to General Green, but when he did so, he would lay it 
before the House, The article in the Globe said that his letter 
was shown first to the SP3AKER, as it ought to have been, and 
he would call the Serea ger’ s attention tothe idea here attempt- 
ed to be conveyed. Was it meant that it ought first to have 
been shown to the Spraxss, for the purpose of his laying it be- 
fore the House? The ar icie further said, that by all it was con- 
sidered as an offer bribery. He did not know Wf the Sega En 
so considered it; bur—— 

The SPEAKER said he knew nothing of the article in the 
Glube, to which the gentleman referred, Uli he saw it in print. 
He never expressed the opinion that the letter shown to hin 
was an olfec of bribery—but he said at once that the proposi- 
tion waa ina:lmissible. 

Mr. FISHER, of North Carolina, presumed that it was un- 
derstood by every sentleman present that he was the member 
from North Carolina to whom allusion was made in the article 
in the Globe. This rendered it necessary that some exp'ana- 
tion should come from him, in relation to the part he had in 
the matter, though he regretted that his name should have been 
connected with itin any way. He had no ambition to figure 
in matters of this kind, and it was for this reason that he had 
not spoken of it. The simplest way to explain a subject of this 
nature was to tell the whole story ; and he would do so with as 
much brevity as possible. 

About the time that Congress met, he received a letter from 
Geral Green, informing him thache wasa candidate forthe 
Ofice of printer to the Huuse, and could be elected. Taking 
this to be a circular letter, common on such occasions, he Jard 
the letter asile, and tuok no further notice of ii; and a few days 
after he saw General Green, who said nothing on the subject. 
But a day or soafter the Spzaxen was elect-d, he, Mr. F. re- 
ceived another letter from General Green, enclosing this letter 
of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. MrrcHgiu.} The state- 
ment in the Globe, just read, was made from an explanation of 
his, (Mr. Fiswer’s,J anl on his authority; and alter it was 
writen oul, had been shown to him. “The Editors of the 
Giobe had been accused of having committed the sa‘ue act that 
was proposed in the letter of the gentleman from New York, 
and having heard of this matter, they called on him for the 
aa! are o! odtaining information respecting it, whica he, { Mr. 

-] felt that it was but sheer justice that he should give them. 

Now, sir, said. Me F. jor the conten:a of the letter. He would 
endeavor to give them according to the best o; his recollection. 
The letter begins by saying “that it is pretty well ascertained 
shat Gales and Seaton could not be elected, and that the wri- 
ter’s aversiun to Biair waa so great, that he wished Gen. Green 
to come on and be a candidate, believing that if he could geta 
few of his friends to vwe for him. he could be elected; that the 

rinting would be worth about 830.009, and as Gen. Green pro- 

bly had mot the means of executing it, he could make an ar- 
Fanzement with Gales and Seaton to do it for him—he retain- 
ing $10,000, without any risk or responsibility whatever, and 
Gaiee and Seaton receiving the remaining $20,000 for doing the 
work and incurring the troubie and responsibility.” This let- 
ter Gen. Green enclosed to him, (Mr. F.) desiring him tə 
confer with certaiu gentlemen on the subject, without namipg 
th:m, but hy the allusions made, he could not but uaderstand 
who General Green meant. He at once, Mr. F. said, saw the 
impropriety of the proposition, and you, sir, [aldressirg the 
EPZAKER ] being the first gentieman I met of those for whom I 
thought the'leuer might be intended, may remember that I gaid 
Helge that I had received a letter of a very strange characier; 
and, showing it to you, asked if T should show it to the gentle- 
men referredto. You remarked, sir, that the proposition could 
hot be entertained for a mom-nt, but you said nothing, as you 
have just very correctly observed, about bribery. You thought 
that lought to exhibit the letter to some of the gentiemen re- 
ferred to in Gen. Green’s letter. 

Afier I had left you, I met with another gentleman—a distin- 
guished member of the other House~to whom I offered to 
show the letter, explaining its conteuts. He declined reading 
ių aad denounced the proposition in the strongest terms as an 
Overture of bribery. Here was the mistake made in the article 
in the Globe. I: was the Jast named gentleman who denounced 
the letter as an overture of bribery, and not another person, as 
is there inferred, though you and myself before had expressed 
our disapprobation. Ithen determined to return the letter to 
General Green, and get rid of the subject altogether. But for 
my own safety, I showed it toa gentleman from South 

Carolina, who was my fellow-lodger. Shortly afterwards, 
Gen. Green came in, when I was rejoiced at having an oppor- 
pay of getting rid of the subject. General Green referred to 
rae subje tbriefly, and, afier a very few words of expianation, 
asked for the letters, and I placed themin his handa, ‘Thera 
was another error in the Globe, which Mr. F. said he would take 
occasion to correct, It was probable that it mivt. be zup- 
from the Globe, that this statement was made o°" srs 

ye las fr ofthe Spzaxer. This was a mistake. The RPEAKER 
w no knowledge whatever of the etatemeut being mare. 
hether the gentleman from New York is right in conaisering 

t peaker by Whig vores, he would not pretesdiosay. The 
runject was he foro the House, and every man might draw his 


had just made a statement, [Mr, F 
corroborate every word he had nated The Pai ota 


& matter of bribery than the election of | 


submitted the letter referred to, to him. He read it; and his re- 
collecuons assured him that taere was not one word that the 
gentleman had stated tobe in it but what was correct. When 
it was shown to him, he (Mr. H) had expressed no indignation 
or surprise, because he had heard that tiis was one of the most 
corrupt badies on earth, and therelore, hearing a letter read 
coming from a member ef auch a body, said he was prepared 
tojexpect some corrupuon; but was not yet fully innuculated in 
the manner of conducting such affairs. The very boldness of 
such a proposition drove the mind “froin its propriety.” [This 
Me. Houses u'tered in a satirical vein. J 

Mr. MITCHELL sail he would undertake to say that, al- 
though all that the gentieman from North Carolina had said 
wasin the letter might be true, he had not stated one quarter 
of what was ia it. Alsu, it seemed to hin that the geudieman 
had confounded his (Mr. M’s) letter to Gen. Green with the 
G neral’s letter to hin, [Mr. F.] If Gen. Green offered to 
bribe Gales and Seaton, he (Mr. M.) did not offer to bribe either 
ofthem, There was no proffer of bribery in the case. He had 
merely suggested to General Green the basis of an agreement 
he might make with Gales and Seaton. If any one looked 
upon it as a proffer of bribery, he had a very poor idca of what 
bribery was. He, however, expected to get a tony of ihe letter 
from Gen. Green; and, when he gid so, he would tay it hefore 
the House, when every gentleman could judge of its purport 
for himseif. 

Mr. FISHER said, asingle word more. It will be recollected 
that T made no charge that the proposition was a cise of bribery; 
but I do say, if there was any thing like bribery ia it, it was not 
to be found in General Green, but in the letter of the gentleman 
fron New York, (Mr. Mirouetz.} It was possible that he 
(Mr. Frisyer) had not sated al! thar was in the letter, but I have 
stated disiuetly what I recoilecieg ofit aad what, I belizve, was 
the most material parts. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, did he not say, in the letter, that I 
did not wish Genera’ Green to come on here, and make any ar. 
rangement thar public opivion would not bear him out in? 

Mr. FISHER said, it was very possible it might be in the let- 
ter; he did not distinctly recollect it; but asthe gentleman bad 
said so, he presumed it was. z 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 7 

The House resumed the consideration of the unfinished bu- 
siness. being the report of the committee cn the rutes, Ánd the 
proposition of Mr. Tompson, of South Carolina to anfend the 
rules by the addition of the fol owing: 

“That upon the presentation of any meme: 

raying fur the abolition of slavery or the slav: 

istrict. Territory, or State of the Union, and up 


1 of petition, 


tation ofany resolution, or other paper touching tsubject, 
t:e reception of such memorial, petition, resolutidg, or paper, 
shall be considered as objected io, and the question of its re- 


ception shall de laid on the table, without debate, or further ac- 
tion thereon.” 

Mr. COUPER of Georgia, who was entitled ta the floor, 
addressed the House at great length, and with much force and 
ability, in explanation «f the views he took of the subject, and 
of the votes he should feel it his duty to give. His speech he 
said was not intended for hisconstituents, whom he preferred 
addressing face to face, bnt to that House, and te the constitu- 
ents of the gentlemen who presented Abolition petitions. It 
wastothem headuressed himself, calling on them to relieve 
this House and the country from exci'ementand agitation, whi: h 
the presentation aid discussion of these petitions lead to. 
It was his wish to disembarrass this quesiton of all pariy 
considerations. He desired to know what coufse the Congress 
of the United States would take with regard to a mutter of 
such deep and vitai interest, and he was content tosit with folded 
arms, resolving to make no motion whatever, until he saw what 
that course would be. He regretted exceedingly that 


any proposition for the disposition of this subject had 
come from a member from the Bouth, aad par- 
ticularly regretted the proposition of his friend from 


South Carolina, (Mr. Taompson.] He wished the question set- 
tled under a proposition from another quarter. If his advice 
could be taken, he would aay to that gentleman, take back your 
Teso'ution, and let those whobring forward abol:tion petitions 
make such motions with regard to them as they thik the House 
would sustain He wished the gentiemen here, who must sce 
the danger to the Union, as well as the injury to the slave- 
holding S:aies that these petitions were causing, would address 
themselvesat home to their constituents—go to them jn their 
towns, their fields, and their villages, and teil them that they are 
tampering with the peace and happiness of the South; that they 
are endangering the Union, and that Congress has no right 
under the Constitution to meddle with this subject, and prevail 
on them to pause in their thoughtless career. Mr. C. said that 
unless these petitions were put an end to in this or some other 
way by the Hous», the State of Georgia must act for herself, 
and resort to means within her power, to put an end to them. 
The argument cf Mr. C. is too long fer even a synopsis in this 
evening’s paper, but will be given to our readers aa svon as 
prepared, 

Mr. BIDDLE, after proceeding at come Jength in reply to 
Mr. Coupgr, of Georgia, said, ali that the Reprezentatives from 
the North wished was, that the South would take out of the 
mouth of the Abolitionists the answer which they were afforded 
by the action of the House on their petitions-take that 
away, andthey of the North would put down Abolition. 
Take away the false issue made there, the difficulty which 
disarma them—remove that difficulty, and all danger 
wuuld be at an ead. In his remarks he bad no anxiety 
to operate on the eenstituency elther in the North or the 
South, but with perfect simplicity of purpose, give his 
views as to the best couree forthe House to pursne. Je was 
thankful the House had pureued a course which permitted gen- 
tlemen to explrin themselves and define their position, which 
the mere yeas and nays did not show. He felt that hia pésition, 
fortunately, was ene which enabled him to approach this sub- 

cl with perfect freedom. He took the ground at home, in 
zeply to Abolitionists, that it was inexnedient to grant the 


prayer of the petitions, and unwatraniable for them 
to ‘interfere m the questions at al. For Lis part, 
though he had been represented as an Abolitionist, ke 


would no sooner abolish slavery at the South, than be would 
vote ʻo re-evablish elavery in Philadelphia; he was not even 
disdosed to take it up as a question of power, vested in that 
body. At home, during the cavaee, he had chalienged his 
competitor to express his opinions on thie subject; but he ob- 
served perfect silence on the great question involving the peace 
of the coun:ry; he could not be drawn forth. k was antici- 


pated that he could be defeated by that gentleman, because of 


bl 


his silence on that subject, and the bold stand that he (Mr. 
Bipprr) had taken in defenee of the rights of the States un- 
der the Constitution. J 

Mr. B. suid he had come there with great dislike to the 
course of the petitioners; and although impressed with such 
feelings, he had, from the course of that House, and the denun- 
ciations which gentlemen heaped upon them, almost at times 
wished himaci!a rank Abolitionist, that he might reply to such 
denunciations in the spirit ufone. The whole object of these 
petitioners, he said, was cunfi..ed to the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia; and the question was whether their 

etitions made a reasonable request. Mr. Van Buren, he said, 
vad taken the ground himself that Congress had the right to le- 
gislate as much on this subject as any other for the District, 
and to the game extent that the States of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia hac previous to the cession. The South, iwo, had elected 
him in the face of these opinions, and cousequently ratified 
them. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL here interrupted Mr. Brn ous, by asking 
him if Mr. Van Buren did not also say that, notwithstanding 
this power existed, he consider d the exercise of it 
so dangerous to the stability of the Union— so inexpedient—that 
he would veto any biilthat should be passed by Congress for 
auch purpose. 

Mr. BIDDLE replied, did not every gentleman on that fleor 
who presen ed Abolition petitions say the sume thing; but the 
question was as to the sincerity of the profession, 

If was a question of expediency merely, with whom did 
the power rest to decide it? Certainly with Cong ress—the sub- 
ject was at the mercy of Congress, and consequently at the 
mercy of public opiniun—not of one Siate, but of the whole 
United States; an l tence it was of the utmost importance that 
they should not disregard it. If the object of the petitioners 
was a matier Within the scope of legislat ve action, why could 
they pretend to treat those petitioners differently from other 
citizens who petitiod on any other subject. If we treat 
them differently merely because we entertain a theory of expe- 
diency, what was there tè prevent them from treating petitions 
on any other subject int esame way? The pre-emption law 
might become transiently obnoxious—petitions might be sent in 
upon that subject, aud they could, with equal propriety, spurn 
them from ihe halls of Congress, as petitions upon the subject 
of slavery. 

This was a matter which public opinion at last must decide,and 
he thought the course o! thatHouse was the maddest that could be 
adopted to allay the excitement upon this question, and to gain 
a correct public opinion. By the course pursued by Congress, 
the Abolitionists have been sent forth to the country as apostles 
of a great principle ; but on the other hand, if you receive these 
petitions, you would place in the hands of the Representatives 
from the North a banner most precious to a free people une 
der whichto do battle. If gentlemen would go into the harvest 
field at the North they would not find these petitioners a dis- 
honest, ignorant people. If they be told, as they have been tolu 
that the prayers of the petitioners cannot be granted without en- 
dangering the Union, and was inex péedient,they would repiy,why 
has not Congress told us se—why has it not pointed out to us 
the unreagorableness of our requests. It was an honest feele 
ing with there petitioners; but tbey look upon the course of 
Congress as an act of despoism; there is something wrong, they 
think, in dedgirg the question, Mr. B. said, you give currency 
and triumph to these petitioners when you treat them as if 
there was something whichcould not be exposed tothe light of 
open day. Ii this be a subjecit which it is believed inexpedient 
to legislate upon, he thought it proper for Congress to make 
such a report to them as would enlighten them, and thus 
putan end to the agitation of the question forever. 

Mr. WATTERSON was oppoved to the reception of Abolition 
petitions in any form whatever. Me would neither receive 
them, read them, nor referthem toa committee. He did not 
consider the right of petition at all invaded by refusing to 
receive them, because the Abulitionisis ‘petit-oned about 
a mutter which did concern them—ihey having no griev- 
anres to redrese—and a matter about which Congress 
had no power to legisiate. He hoped the Representatives 
from the slave holding States would stand firm, and not yield an 
inch, for they must be well aware that the rankest of the Abo. 
litionists only expected to accomplish their objects by degrees. 
Let them first estzblish the right to have thetr petitions re- 
ceived and read, and the nextthing they would do, would be to 
prescribe the mode of action on them. Mr. W. replied tothe 
remarks of Mr.. Monroz and Mr. GRANGER the other da 
with regard to the right of petition, and noticed the remar 
that the batle of Abolitionism must be fought at the 
North. Mr. W. showed the connection at this time existing 
between the Abolitioniety and the Whig parties, and arked if it 
was fighting the batiles of the Suuththatthe Whigs had elected 
a thorough going Aboiitionist as Governor of New York. He 
asked if it was fighting the battles of ihe South when the Whigs 
at the Harrisburg Convention nominated for the Presidency a 
gentleman (Gen. Harrison) who was in favor of appropriating 
the surplus revenue to the purposes of emancipation. Mr. 
W. referred to the resolutions of Mr. ATHERTON of last seesion, 
which were introduced for the purpose of preventing the evils 
growing cutof the presentation of Abolition petitions, and sald 
that of the 52 votes that were given against 1t 48 of then: were 
Whigs. Mr. W’siemarks will be given hereaiter. 

Mr, STANLY replied at great lengthto the remarks of Mr. 
Watterson, of Tennessee. He reviewed the ccurse of the 
two great contending parties at previous sessions of Congress 
upon the subject of Abolition petitions, and explained his pre- - 
vious votes upon the propositions introduced, with reference 
to the disposition of them, and disclaimed any connection with 
Abolition. He thought the question itself, and the votcs of 
members on that floor on the question, had been used to effect- 
party purposes. He then read the written cpinions of some of 
the friendsof the Administration on that floor expreseed at 
home, and published in the newepapers of the day, for the pur- 
pose of identifying them with the cause of Abolition, which 
drew from them disclaimers. He particularly referred to a 
publication of Mr. Parmenter, of Massachueette, which he 
thought committed him to iat cance. : 

Mr. PARMENTER did nat know ifhe understood precisely 
what the gentleman from North Carolira meant by an Aboli- 
tionist I shou'd like to hear him refer to any remerk cr write 
ing of mine on thai subject. or toany vote J have givea, other 
than for the reference to a committee. 

Mr. STANLY esid he should like to know what the gentle- 
man himself considered an Abolitionist, and read a Jeter alte 

ten hy Mr. Parwentse, in which ho gave his opinions on tne 
teubject of abolition. 
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Mr. PARMENTER said that, in the State of Massachusetts, 
it was essential to the quality of an Abolitionist that he shouid 
wish Congress immediately to adopt measures to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia and the Territories, without 
any regard to the consequences» It was true that he, in com- 
mon with a very large portion of the people of Massachusetts, 
believed slavery to be a very great evil; and would be glad il 
it could be abolished without disturbing the peace and harmony 
of the Union, or violating the rights of others. Mr. P. added 


that the letter read hy the gentleman from North Carolina, was | 


not considered to bein accordance with the views of the Abo- 
litionists, and accordingly they all voted in a body against him. 

Mr. STANLY went on with his remarks, and spcke of a 
number of distinguished members of the Vemocratic party 
whom he stigmatized as Abolitionists. Mr. S. read some €x- 
tracts from an address of Mr. Morton, whose recent election as 


Govornor of Massachusetts, the Democratic party hailed as a | 


triumph, to show that he a'so was an Abolitionist. 5 

Mr. PARMENTER wished to make one remark in relation to 
Mr. Morton, the Governor elect of Massachusetts. The gentle- 
man had read some extracts where Gov. Morton spoke his sen- 
timents very strongly against slavery. But the gentleman 


did not draw the distinction between anti-slavery and | 


Abolitionism. Tne one wasa mere matter of belief, while the 
other was an intention tocarry its objects into effect without any 
regard to the consequences. “He would make another remark. 
The Abolition paper printed at Boston opposed the election of 
Governor Morton, and recommended it to the Abolitionista to 
support another candidate. Mr. P. wished the gentleman would 
define his ideas of Abolition more distinctly. 


Mr. STANLY said he wished the gentleman would define his. | 
Mr. PARMENTER said he would define what he considered | 


to be the views of an Abolitionist. It wasa desire that Congress 
should abolish slavery in this District, and in the Territories, 
without regard to the rights of others, the peace and tranquillity 
of a large portion of the country, and the safety of the Union. 

After some further remarks from Mr. STANLY, in which he 
was two or three times corrected by Mr. WELLER, 

Mr. BOTTS obtained the floor, and explained his vote a few 
days ago on questions connected with this subject. He wasun- 
derstood to be opposed to the course the House had heretofore 
pursued on this subject, and the plan proposed to be pursued by 
the gentleman from South Carolina, {Mr. Trompson.] He 
thought the petitions ought to be treated with some respect— 
that they ought to be received. He believed that the excitement 
on this question had been kept alive for political purposes; 
and that the course of gentlemen on that ficor had connected 
the subject of Abolition with the right of petition; and thereby 
advanced the prospects of the Abolitionists. li was a subject 
upon which, asa Southern man, he did not intend to become 
excited. He would Jook upon it with composure, until his con- 
stitutional rights of property should be attempted to be violated, 
and then he would defend itto the utmost of his abilities. At 
the present aspect of the question, he thought Southern gentlemen 
should pursue a more liberal course than fermerlyjand he should 
nut feel at liberty to break off from them if they wished to pur- 
sue such a course. He thought it only wanted a proper vote 
of that House to crush Abolitionism forever. As muchas had 
heen said by gentlemen of the infection of that body with its 
principles, he did not believe that there were twenty in both 
parties, but thought there were as many on one side as the 
other. If there were more;he desired to know it, both for him- 
self and his constituents; and it was for that reason he wanted 
such a vote by the House as would indicate it. 

At the suggestion of Mr. HOFFMAN, previously made, 

Mr. BOTTS moved that the rules, as amended, be adopted 
for one week from that day; which motion was agreed to; when 

Cn motion of Mr. COLQUITT, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Frivay, January v, 1840. 

Mr. CUTHBERT appeared in hia seat to-day. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented three petitions, signed by a num- 
ber of citizens of the State of New York, severally praying the 
establishment of a port of entry and collection district at Cold- 
spring, on Long Island, in said Btate; which were referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Luke Woodbury and 
others, praying the establishment of a mail route; which was 
referred to te Committee on the Post OSice and Post Roads. 

Ca motion by Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, ordered, that the 
Committee on the Public Lands be discharged from the further 
consideration of the resolution passed by the Legislative As- 
sembly of the Territory of lowa, in favor of the survey of the 
lincs in that Territory, to which the Indian title has been ex- 
tinguished, and thatthey be referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. KING submitted additional documents in relation to the 
petition of Jubal B. Hancock; which were referre] to the Com- 
vates on Indian Affairs. 

‘Mr. SEVIER gave notice that to-morrow he would ask leave 
to introduce a bill for the protection of emigrant and other In- 
diane west of Arkansas. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Patents, to which 
hed been referred the petitions and memorials of Stephen 
McCormic, F. A. Chevalier De Geerston, and Chauncey Hall, 
severally asked to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. 8. also, from the same committee, to which had been 
referred, 

A bill for the relief of Charles M. Keller and Henry Stone, 
an 
A bill fer the relief of Hazard Knowles; reported the same 
without amendment. 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which | 


had been referred the petition of James Williams, reported a 
bill for his relief; which was read, end ordered to a second 
reading. : 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, to which the subject was referred, reported a bill to au- 
thorize registers end receivers to administer oaths required to 


be taken by purchasers of public land; which was read, and | 


orcered to a cecond reading. 

Mr. C. also, in pursuance of notice, asked aud obtained leave 
to introduce the following bills: 

A bill for the reliefof certain settlerson the public lands, who 
were deprived of the benefits of the pre-emption act of 19th 
June, 1834; and 

A bill for the relief of Sutton Stephens; 


Which were several.y read twice, and referred to the Com- 
ittee on the Public Lands. 
me THE MAINE BOUNDARY. Rens 
On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, in accordance with his 
promise on yesterday, the Senate took up t resolu- 
tions offered by Mr. Wiuc1ams, calling on the Presflent of the 
United States for the correspondence, not already communi- 
cated, with the British Government, on the subject f the Maine 
Boundary, and with the British Minister and the ffovernor of 
Maine relative to the invasion of the State gf Mgine, and the 
exercise of jurisdiction in the disputed territ 
The question being on the following additi 
fered by Mr. Ruccies: . į 
Resolved further, That the President be sequested to com- 
municate to the Senate, sofar as may not be Iqpmpatible with 
the public interest, whether any, and, if any, What measures 
have been taken, under the act of Congress of March, 1839, or 
otherwise, to cause the removal or expulsion of fhe British troops 
which have taken possession of a portion | the territory of 
Maine claimed by Great Bri‘ain; and especia fy whether, since 
the last session of Congress, any military poms have been esta- 
blished in Maine, orany ether military measures adopted, pre- 
paratory to a just vindication of the honer and rights of the na- 
tionand of Maine, as connected with the persevering claim 
made by Great Britain to a portion of the territory of that State. 
Mr. BUCHANAN said he scarcely knew what to say on the 
subject of this resolution. It would seem to contain an implied 
censure upon the President, which, in his humble opinion, was 
wholly unfounded. 3 X i 
distinguished officer in this very important and delicate matter, 
there was but one sentiment in ‘his country, and all political 
parties had evinced their approbation of it. But the resolution 
of the Senator [Mr. Ruccigs] called upon him to communicate 
to the Senate whether any and what weasures have been taken 
under theact of March, 1839, or otherwise, to expel the British 
troops from the disputed territory; and whether, since the last 


esolution, of 


paratory to a just vindication of the nation’s honor. Now, (said 
Mr. B.)every Senator knows perfectly well the only answer 
which the President can give to these interrogatories. Indeed, 
this answer has been substantially given in advance. In his 
annual mcssage, dated on the second December last, he has in- 
formed us that he had not touched a dollar of the $10,000,000 
confided to him by the act of March, 1839; and he then surren- 
dered up the trust which had been confided to him by Con- 
gress. And why did he pursue this course? Simply be- 
cause the contingency had not happened upon which he 
could have applied this money. There had heen no inva- 
sion of our territory, or any imminent danger of such an 
invasion. There had been no attempt on the part of 
Great Britain to enforce by arms her claim to exclusive juris- 
diction over the disputed territory. So far from it, that a so- 
lemn agteement had been entered into with the British authori- 
ties for the express purpose of preventing any such attempt 
from heing made by either nation. It was not until about the 
first of January that the President could possibly have heard 
that two companies of British troops had been st tioned at the 
Temiscouata lake, because the letter of Governor Fairfield, com- 
municating this information, was not dated until the 234 of De- 
cemter. And yet the Senate are gravely called upon to adopt 
j a resolution, asking the President whether he has taken any 
measures, under the act of March, 1839, toexpel these troops— 
in the very face of his message of the 2d December last, declar- 
ing that he had not found it necessary to use any of the powers 
conferred upon hin by this act. Nay, more. If the Presid nt 
had established military posts in the disputed territory, his con- 
duct would have been justly censurable, and would have afford- 
ed tothe British Government the same cause of oftence as they 
have afforded to us, unless it should be sati-factorily explained, 
in recently atationing troops at the Temiscouata lake. The Pre- 
sident’s answer to these inquiries, we all know, must bein the 
negative; and it would, therefore, seem that the object wasto 
cast animplied though a very unjust censure upon him fer ha7- 
ing done nothing. 

r. B. said he did not know what course the Presiden: had 
pursued since the receipt of Governor Fairfield’s letter. He 
presumed, however, that, asa matterof course, he had pro- 
tested against this military occupation of the disputed territory 
by the British authorities as a violation of the subsisting agree- 
ment end of the rights of Maine, and had asked an explanation 
from the British Minister. Before he attempted to expel these 
troops by force, he must cail upon Congress to fuinish him the 
means. Indeed, weas yet know nothing of the particular cir- 
cumstances attending this military occupation, except what is 
contained in the letter of Governor Fairfield; he should, there 
fore, be glad if the Senator from Maine would withdraw his re- 
solution; but, ifhe didnot, Mr. B. would not object to its pas- 
sage. All the information which it was in the President’s 
power to communicate would be elicited, if it could at this 
time be properly communicated by the two resolutions of the 
Senator’s colleague, (Mr. WILLIAMS. ] 

Mr. B. said that, on the question of the Northeastern bounda- 
ry, the conduct of the President had hitherto been so fortunate 
as to satisfy even his political opponents. It had combined pru- 
dence with firmness, and had received the approbation of al- 
most every reflecting man in the country. The negotiation on 
this important question was, if he might be permitted to use 
the expression, now at its very crisis; and the President had 
deemed it inexpedient to communicate to Congress any of the 
correspondence which had taken place between the two Go. 
vernmenis since the Close of the last session, doubtles$ because 
he deemed that it might have an injurious effect upon the ne- 
gotiation. Judging by the past, (said Mr. B.) surely we ought 
to have sufticient confidence in the President to wait for a shart 
period, and not be calling upon him for communications which 
may be injurious to the public interest, and which, if £0, ought 
to be withheld. The final result of the negotiation wil! proba- 
bly soon be known; and will then, as a matter of course, be 
submitted to Congress, with all the correspondence. 

Allow me, said Mr. B. to make one general remark before I 
take myseat. Iam very apprehensive that we may have seri- 
ous difficulties with the British authorities before the close of 
this controversy. My eaynest desire is, therefore, that our pro- 
ceedings may be marked with such justice, moderation, and 
Ermaessas to justify usin the eyes of all mankind. 
must be avoided, if this be possible consistently with national 
hosor: and then, if it should be forced upon us, we shall be a 
unite č pople. 


He made these remarks without any knowledge upon the 
subject other than that in the ion of every Senator. 
Mr. RUGGLES said he concurred fully in the resolutions of 


In regard to the course pursued by that | 


session, any military posts have been es‘ablished in Maine pre- | 


Acontest . 


ent further, and asked information as to what had 
amendment We merely what had been said, but what had been 
done by the President; and Mr. R. would be glad to knew what 
had been done under the act of 1839, or by any oier authority. 
He had not bsen aware that his amendment could be construed 
into any disrespect or censure of the President: certainly it was 
not intended. It was a simple inquiry; and if nie President had 
not done what he ought, Mr. R. would leave t ing oe to ns 
decided by the Siate which he represented. hike dince tne 
lieved that the President might have done someta ing epee e 
second of Deeember, under some authority, whi ki a F 
yet made known, and which it was worth while to know is 
at least might have taken some precautionary me iat th ’ 
at least, as making surveys, for it was to be presumed that the 
President had his eye on what was known to the public, espe- 
cially as he could not but have apprehended the risk of diffi- 
culty as well as the Senator from Pennsylvania and Mr. R. 

imself. p : 

n They had learned from the President himself, that commis- 
sioners had been appointed to make a survey of the country, 
and report, not to this, but to the British Government. And 
what had that commission done? They had gone up the St. 
John’s river, crossing the line on their way to the west, to 
the head waters of the St. John’s, which were contiguous to 
those of the Aroostook; and they had then gone down the 
Aroostook, and had entirely avoided that section of country 
which was designated by the treaty of 1783, and where the 
highlands were to be found as pointed out by the treaty. And 
now Mr. R. would ask the Senator from Pennsylvania if he 
believed for a mgment that all this was for the purpose of as- 
certaining the facts in regard to the treaty? It had, on the con- 
trary, been apprehended that thus, under cover of the treaty, 
it was for the purpose of seeking out military posts, and 
not of finding those marks and monuments which the treaty 
designated. This suspicion might be unfounded; but the 
apprehension itself whieh the Senator from Pennsylvania 
had expressed, seemed to warrant this inference of the people 
of Maine in reference to this survey. They had surveyed 
the rivers, and not the highlands; and this went to warrant the 
inference that the object of the survey was to get information 
forthe Government of Britain that might be useful to them in 
case of the event which the Senator apprehended. And if such 
was their object, was it not proper to ask the President whether 
he had taken any precautionary measur:s, at least so far as to 
make a similar examination, especially as there was not a 
question in Congress or the country as to the right of Maine to 
the territory in dispute. 

Mr. R. said further, that there had been a palpable and ad- 
mitted violation of the arrangement entered into by the media- 
tion of General Scott, of which the President could not but 
have been aware; and, in respect to caution, there had been 
abundance of that. The British Government had been cau- 
tious enough never to have a minister here with power to ad- 
just the controversy; here, aud here only, where the adjustment 
ought to have been made. They had now been cautious 
enough to send on this singularly conducted commission one of 
the ablest engineersof Engtand, asif for the very purpose of a 
military survey. Mr. R. hoped, therefore, the amendment 
would be adopted. 

Mr. ALLEN admitted the delicacy of this matter; but, delicate 
as it was, Congress, the Executive, and the whole American peo- 
ple were united as one man on the merits of this great question, 
and in according the right over the disputed territory to the 
State of Maine. Mr. A. ardently desired that this unanimity 
might be disturbed by nothing even doubtful or ambiguous; 
and if this resolution were doubtful in its character, he thought 
it ought to be so modified as to remove all ambiguity. 

Mr. BUCHANAN eaid he would cautiously avoid, on this oc- 
casion, any debate on the general subject. His opinions were suffi- 
ciently well known to render this unnecessary. There were three 
resolutions before the Senate for consideration; two of them, 
which he thoughtentirely proper, called on the President for all 
the correspondence between the British Minister and the Go- 
vernor of Maine, the British Government and our own Govern- 
ment, on the subject of the Northeastern boundary, which have 
not heretofore been communicated, provided its publication 
may not be deemed incompatible with the public interest. We 
have just heard, almost this instant, that British troops have 
occupied a portion of the disputed territory. The Senator 
from Maine, (Mr. WitLrams, ] ever true to his trust, offers a re- 
solution, calling upon the President for all the information in 
his possession, the publication of which he might not deem im- 
proper. All this was very proper; but what did the resolution 
of the other Senator [Mr. RuccLEs] propose? Why, that 
[reads the resolution. ] 

Now, sir, what is the character of this resolution? And, 
mark me, sir, 1 do not oppose its paseage, but I will make a 
single remark. Suppose the President had established military 
posts jn the disputed territory, as this resolution intimates he 
ought to have dune, would it not have been a direct violation 
of the agreement concluded between General Scott and Sir John 
Harvey ? Had the President acted in this manner, he would 
have violated the spirit, as the British, if our Jate information 
should prove to be correct, had done both the letter and spirit of 
this agreement. The agreement had procured us peace on the 
border, and, in my opinion, should not have been lightly dis- 
turbed. The President is asked what he has done under the act 
of March, 1839, when the President has expressly informed us 
that he has done nothing, because the contingency contemplat- 
ed in that act had not occurred at the date of his message. The 
negotiation was then proceeding amicably, as the President had 
informed us, and he hoped it might progress in the same spirit 
until it reached a peaceful termination. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said italways gave him great plea- 
sureto concur, when he could, in the views of the chairman 
ofthe Committee on Foreign Relations, But he must now differ 
from him so far as to think that there was not the slightest im- 
pues on the President ın this resolution; andthe Senator 

imselfseemed to admit as much when he said he should make 
no objection to its adoption. And further, the mover of the 
resolution had himself declared that he had no purpose what- 
everofcensure. That Senator was deeply interested in this 
matter, and waseven laudably desirous to know all that could 
be known about it consistent with the public interest. And to 
what had we come, if the President was to be asked no ques- 
tion in regard to his official duties? And was there nothing to 
De allowed to a State whose rights had been so long withheld? 
Sir, (said Mr. C.) while we guard the President, let us not be 
insensible to the feelings and just rights of a member of this 
Confederacy. On this subjecihe saw no occasion to censure 


the President, but Gud kuows he is sufficiently amenable to cen- 
sure without going ont of the way to find it. Rir, T think there 
Bho lm patation tihe resulution, and | hope it will be allowed 
to be passed 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that he felt so much confidence in the 

wooeaadiliy to: oasirue the meaning of language correctly 
am! wes go much p'eased wich the a; probavon he had expressed 
ot the Prosident's conduct in regard to the Maine houndary 
controversy, that he was willing to forego his own opinon of 
the character of this realution. M was true that this approba- 
uva hat been accom wiutel by a protestation that the President 
wos s: Mineady cen: aiatte on other questions. As to the Sena- 
rs “Gol knows,” Ae. when be brings forward his bill of par- 
Uculars, Mr. B. truest the! the friends of the President would 
be able to defend fim triumphontly. At Present Mr. R. was 
Content with the adunssion in favor of the Presicent’s conduct 
feepecting the Mans controversy, and be would now vote with 
More cheertuiness fr the reaolucion 

Mr DAVIS said be had Metened yesterday and to-day to the 
thea that thee reac'u on implied censure onthe President; but it 
Nad sever entered Lia mind at all; and as to adopting the teso- 
lution, or an equivat-nt, there could be no doubt. The senti- 
ment hroughout Ceres and ihe country was unanimous in 
favor tthe right or Mame; and what the President in his late 
message had sant waa, we all felt deeply to be true, that the 
controversy bal cosiaued too long. k was full time for it to 
be brought to a close. And who knew what might be the pre 
æm rae of facts? At the last sesion, such wus the excitement 
in the public mind, that when the British were about to take 
peseestion of this territory, there was great indignation mani- 
festa! here and generally. Maine thought it her duty to repel 
that invasion. And how was the difficulty adjusted? By the 
mechation of Generz! Scott, sent by this Government, between 
Maine and New Brunswick. There was now Intelligence; very 
nearly official, tha: the territory was in the occupation of 
British troopa, to romain there through the winter; and there 
was eren an admis:ion by tne Governer of New Bruuswick 
that the agreement then entered into had been violated. And 
what was the explaration of the Governor? That it had been 
done, not by his anthority, bat by one still higher, viz: that of 
the Governor General of Canata. Mr. D. thought there was 
every reason tobe -n che alert on this subjcet, and though he 
would violate no ih licacy, he would not, on the oiher hand, for- 
bzar, !l forbearance migi well andjustly be construed into tame 
sabiussion. Very rear, if not quite, to this poiat we had al- 
redy sone, and he thought there was danger that the British Go- 
ernment might so construe it, and act accordingly. Mr. D. 
therefore insisted tiat this resolution, or something like it, 
ought to pass. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said when he offered hia resolution, he sup- 
Pose} it woul! brin all the correspondence, which the amend- 
anent proposed caliiug for, and he saw no obection to the resolu- 
tion, and hoped it would be adopted. F 

Mr. ALLEN said e was entirely satisfied with the disclaim- 
ers of ‘he mover, an! other gentlemen of the Opposiuon, of any 
w censure. With these disclaimers, he had no objecton 
to the pawaze of the resolution. 

The resoluticns were then adopted. 


ARMED OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 

Mc. BENTON, from the Commitee on Military Affairs, to 
which had deen referred the bi‘! for the armed occupation and 
seulement of that part of Fiorida overrun and infested bymaraud- 
ing bande of hosuie Indians, reported the same with an amend- 
ment, the purport of which was to render the settlers under the 
provino of the hi; amenable to the laws of the Territory. 

he amendment was agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 


On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the memorial and papers of | 


John Kurtz, owner‘of the ship Allegany, were referred toa 
eelect committee. 


THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL 

Was then taken up and. after being Tran, Messrs. 
HENDERSON, WRIGHT, Da VIS, BUCHANAN, WALKER, 
and YOUNG, and the adoption of some unimportant amend- 
ments was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading by the 
following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. A‘len, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Cuthbect, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce. Roane, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Strange, Tappan, Walker, Williams, and 
WN AVS Mears. Betts, Clay of Kentucky, C 

NAYS—Meeers. Betta, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Davi 
Dixon, Henderson, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Phetpe, Pren 
= Preston, Robin v0, Ruggies, Smith of Indiana, White, and 

Pome —!R. 
The Senate then adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Faipay, January 17, 1540. 


Mr. MITCHELL asked the permission of the Houee to lay 
before it the letter to General Green, which had been referred 
wo on yesterday. He had, since his remarks at that time, re- 
ceived a copy, which he reas to the House, as follows : 

ASBINGTON, December 18, 1839. 

Dear GexrRaL: As we shall, in a few days, electa Printer to 
the House for the Twenty-sixth Congress, it has occurred to 
me and other of my political friends, that such an arrangement 
could be made with you as would justify theentire Whig party 
in supporting yon for that office. We neither expect or ask 
you to merificea single principle which you profess, nor to do 
ay act not justifiale to your conscience and to the world. 

am satisfied that Gales and Beaton cannot be elec:ed; and 
that, if the contest has to come to a strife between them and 
Biatr, the latter, in my opinion, will succeed. 

Now, what had passed through my mind, was simply thia: 
that you should, in the event of your election, offer Gales and 
Fe iton to share equally with then, respectively, the profits of 
the office, after allowing them a fair compensation out, for their 
personal services; they todo all the work at their office, and 
you to be elected to the sanon. 

The profits cantet be less for the who'e Congrees than 
930,00), this woold give you $10,600, you having no 
trouble of responsibilty whatever, Now I suggest this on my 
own responsibility, but nevertheless, T hazard nothing in the 
conjecture, thal if you are here and put an, the thing can be 
managed adroitly enough to ensure mucce:s. I havea strong 
desire to defeat Blair, aid would be glad to do eo ina way to 
oblige you personally. Write me by the receipt of this, and if 


bribery by ma. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


you can, be in this city at the earliest possible moment. I di- 
rect this to Baltimore, and also, in duplicate, to Cumberland. 
Truly, in haste, 
Your obedient servant and frien 


; CHAS. F. MITCHELL. 
Gen. GREEN, Baltimore. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, the House can judge whother there is 
any thing in this letter to jeu the charge of an attempt at 


k issimpiy a proposition for Gen. Green to 


| become a candidate for public printer, and ho to receivea pro- 


portion ofthe protits arising therefrom. He made no proposi- 


1 tion to any party--to Green's personal fends, or to any one 


else. 


j 


The suggestions were made by me merely as an Induce: 
ment for him to become a candidate. 

The gentleman from North Carolina (Me. Fisner,] in stating 
the contents of the lener, to the hest of his recollection, com- 
mejeel by saying “that it is pretty well ascertained that Gales 
ami Seatun could not be elected, andthat the writer's aversion 
to Blair was zo great, that he wished General Green to come on 
and be a candidate, believing that if he could get afew of his 
friends to vo-e for him, he could be elected; that the printing 
woul] be worth about $30,000, and as General Green probably 
had not the means of executing it, he could make an arrange- 
ment wih Gales and Seaton todo it for him—he retaining 
$10,000, without any risk or responsibility whatever, and Gales 
and Seaton receiving the remainmg $20 000 for doing the work 
and incurring the trouble and responsibility.” Now, it was 
rather remarkable that that gentleman ehould remember what 


; the letter didnot contain, when he was stating that which it 


did contain, He did not state that E “did not wish General 
Green todo any thing not justifiable to his conscience anil to the 
werld.” He thought the gentleman hada very peculiar memory, 
but he would, however, leave that to be settled by his own con- 
acience. 

The gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Horses] shrunk 


from it, and waa so astounded, that he could not sufficiently |; 
i express his holy horror of the letter. That gentleman spoke of | 
i the propositions madeto him. He had made no proposition to 
: him. He had but written the single letter to General Green and 
none others. If there were other letters he thought they should 


be produced. 
Mr. M. here made some remarks in defence of General Green, 


' who, he said, had not acted in any way dishonorable in the 


i 


, traasaction, and then read the following leiter from that gen- 


: tileman: 
ib 


»D Ear sw: I band you a copy of your letter.1 cannot wiih- 
hold my surprise at the use that was made of it; but I cannot 
believe that Mr. Fisueror Mr. Hunter have au:horized the 
language in the Globe. 
which it requires at my hauda. Your friend, 

DUFF GREEN.” 

The SPEAKER, he said, had already disclaimed having autho- 

rized the tanguage which characterized this letter as a case of 
bribery, in the statement published in the Globe. The gentle- 
man from North Carolina also, in acknowledging that he gave 
rmission to the editor of the Gtobe to publish the statement, 
isclaimed having stated to that editor, that either he or the 
Speaker had so characterized it as a case of “bribery,” butthat 
it was a third person, a genticman not of this House. He cared 
not from what quarter that charge came, be pronounced it a 
Jalsehood, and demanded that the author should be pro- 
uced. 

Mr. FISHER, who was absent at the time Mr. MITCHELL 
made his expl} nation, came in at a subseqnent part of the pro- 
ceedings, anl, by permission, made the following remarks : 

Mr. F. obeerved that since reaching his seat this moming, 
he had been informed that the gentleman from New York (Mr, 
Mrrcmecn) had, in his absence, made some additional remarks 
on the subject of his letter to General Green, and had intro- 
duced a copy ofthat letter. He had only tu remark, that this 
was all proper enough, though it would have been as well 
if the original itself had been introduced. In the course of 
the gentleman’s remarks, he underetood that he had in- 


duiged himself in some reflections on his (Mr. F's) course, - 
notice of, fur | 


which he could not, at this time, take an 
the reason that he had not heard them. He was absent 
in discharging the duties of the committee to which he be- 
longed—the Committee of Llections. 


hia absence might be known, and go forth with the remarks 
of the gentleman; and to say that to-mo row, when the gentle- 
mams remarks would be published, he would then be able to 
judge whether they were of a character to require his notice. 
If they should prove to be such, he would notice them; but if 
not, he would let them pass for what they might be worth. 
While up he wou!d make another remark. The gentleman had 


alluded to the remarks of his friend from South Carolina, (Mr. | 


HoLmes,} and he would therefore take the occasion to say that 
that gentleman was also absent. . 

Mr. J. W. JONES, chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, by general consent, reported from that committee the 
following bills: 

A bill making appropriations for the support of Revolution- 
ary and other pensioners for the year 1840 ; 

Also, a bill making appropriations for the current and con- 
tingent expenses of the Indian Department, and for the fulfil- 
ment of the various treaty stipulations with the Indian tribes 
for the year 1840; , 

Which bills were twice read, and, on the motion of Mr. 
JONES, referred to the Committee ofthe Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr JONES also laid before the House a document from the 
Indian Department, giving a detailed statement of the estimates 
made by the Indian Department, to accoinpany the bill azove 
reported; which was ordered to he printed. 

The SPEAKER then announced the order of the day tobe 
on the motion to reconsider the vote Jaying onthe tebie the 
following resolution of Mr. CcLes as an amendment to the 
rules. A t 

+All petitions, memorials, and papers touching the abolition 
of slavery, or the baying, eelling, or transferring of slaves in 
any State, District, or Territory of the United States, shall, up- 
on their presentation, be laid on the table, without being de- 
bated, printed, read, or rererred, and ro further action whatever 
shall be had thereon.” . 

Mr. GRAVES then moved acall of the House, which was 
agreed to, and the roll having been called over, 199 members 
answered to their names; and after the absentees had been 
called, some of whom coming in answered to their names, 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that further proceedings under the 
call be dispenscd with. 


His object, Mr. F. said. | 
in now asking the attention of the House, was, that the fact of | 


I will give that attention to this matter : 


127 


Mr. COLQUITT then submitted to the Chair that he having, 
out of courtesy, yesterday yielded the floor to the geatleman 
from Kentucky, to enable him to make his motion, ought not 
to be d barred the privilege ofexpressing his views on the sub. 
j et before the House; and 

The SPEAKER having decided that the motion for reconsi- 
deration had precedence, 

Mr. COLQUITT appealed from that decision. 

Mr. BLACK asked ifit would bein order for him to move to 
lay the motion for reconsideration on the table. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would be in order for the gen- 
Ueman to make such a motion, provided he could get the floor. 

Mr. GRAVES said it was not his purpose to prevent gentle- 
men from expressing their views on thissubject, and he would 
therefure move to postpone the further consideration of the 


: subject until three o’clock, and make it the special order for 


that hour. 

Mr COLQUITT having withdrawn his appeal to make 
way for Mr. GRAvg8’s motion, 

Aller some further remarks from Messrs. GRAVES, 
EVANS, and WILLIAMS of Kentucky, the last named gentle- 
man renewed the appeal. 

A debate on the appeal then ensurd, in which Messra. WIL- 
LIAMS of Kentucky, EVERETT, CUSHING, WADDY 
THOMPSON, GRAVES, and LINCOLN, took part. 

Mr. CRATQ called { rthe previous question, which, being 
seconded by the House, the main question was put, and tho de- 
cision of the CHair was sustained—yeas 123, nays 72. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved to lay the question of reconside. 
ratiən on the table; but withdrew the motion, when 

Mr. GRAVES moved to postpone it, and make it the order of 
the day for w-morrow, at twelve c'clock; and after some fur- 
ther remarks from Messrs. RELL, GRAVES, TILLINGHAST, 
and WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST renewed his motion. ; 

Mr. LROMGOOLE called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered; whei 

Mr. GRAVES said, to relleve the {House from embarrass- 
ment, and permit the diecussion to go on, he would withdraw his 
motion for reconsideration, 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, and Mr. VAVDER- 
POEL submitted to the Carr whether, the House having di- 
vided on the question, it was competent for the gentleman from 
Kentucky to withdraw his motion. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that the gentleman had a 
right to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. COLQUITT, who was entitled to the floor, then ad- 
dressed the House in an exceedingly eloquent speech 'of t 
length, in opposition to the reception of Abolition petitions, 
which wil! be laid before our readers as soon as written out. 

Mr. SLADE then obtained the floor, and commenced an ex- 
planation of his views on the subject, and of the course ke 
should take with regard to it, but after speaking a short time, 
yielded the floor to . 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, who moved that the House adjourn till 
Monday next; and, upon that, 

Mr. ANDREWS demanded the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, after the call had proceeded, said that,as 
it seemed to be the disposition of the House notto adjourn over, 
and ashe wished to save time, he would, by permission, with- 
draw his motion; but, objection being made, the cal! was pro- 
ceeJed in, when it appearedthat there were yeas 36, nays 142. 

So the House refused to adjourn over. ; 

Mr. J. W. JONES, chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, asked the unanimous consent of the Eouse for the 
purpuse of moving a resolution. He said the order giving tre 
Cienx the power to have te printing of the House executed 
had expired several days ago; ard c.oved a resolttion that the 
said order be extended for one week from ob a 

Mr. R. GARLAND objected to the introduction of the reso- 
lution. 

Mc JONES said, two bills had been this day reported from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, accompanied by some 
estimates, all of which it was important, for tie action of the 
committee, and indispensable to facilitate the public business, 
should be printed. 

Mr. GARLAND persisted in his objection; whereupon 

Mr. JONES moved to suspend the rules, for the purpose of 
introducing the resolution; but, before taking the question, 

Mr. SLADE eaid he would be willing to yie'd the foor to the 
gentleman to make his motion, if, by univergal coneent, it 


| could be carried; but, as objection was made, and proceedings 


might take place upon the proposition which would deprive 
him of the foor, he could not consent to yield it, í 

Mr. SLADE, however, gave way toa motion to adjourn; 
which, having failed, he was about resuming his remarks, 


when 

Mr. GENTRY, by his permission, gave notice that he 
would, when in order, introduce a bill providing for the as- 
sumption of certain debts of the States, end appropriate the 
proce: ds of the public lands for that purpose. 

Mr. SLADE here made a motion that the House adjourn; and 
the yeas and nays having been ordered upon said motion, were 
—yees/2, nays 05. 

Bo the Louse refueed to adjcurn. 5 

Mr. SLADE then made a motion to postpone the subject be- 
fore the House until Monday 12 o’clock,and made thespecial 
order at U.a ime. ; i g 7 

Mr. R. GARLAND gave Mr. Stang fair warning that if ke 
could deprive that gentleman of the floor on that prop: sition on 
Moraay, he would do so. 

The question was then taxen by tellers on the postponement, 
(Messrs. Dromeccug and Davizs, of Pennsylvania, acting as 
such,) when it appeared that thi re were—ayes 106, noes 21. 

Mr. J. W. SCONES again renewed his proposition to extend 
the power of the Cuexx to provide a suitable person to execute 
the necessary printing unul Monday week next. Ee said it 
was indispensably necessary to have the printing executed by 
some person. N 

Objection being again made to the introduction of the reso- 
lution, eat 

Mr. JONES moved to suspend the rules for that purpose; but 
before taking the question ; 

Mr. STANLY maro an adjournment, and the yeas ana naya 
having been ordered upon the same, he withdrew bis mo oas 

The question then recurred on the motion to suspe 
rules, and on that R 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and nays, Wh ch wera 
ordered, znd were—yeas 102, nays 67, as follows 
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YEAS—Messrs. Alford, J.Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Ather:on, 
Beatty, Black, Botts, Boyd, Briggs, Auton V. Brown, Albert G. 
Brown. Burke, Sampson IH. Butter, William O Butler, Cal- 
houn, Carr. Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Cotes, Conner, 
Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Crocket, Cushing, Dana, Davee, 
Johnu Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, Ety, Fioyd, For- 
nance, James Gariand, Gerry, Graham, Hammond, Hand, 
John Ha-tings. Hawkins, leary, John Hill of North Caro- 
Jina, Hiilen, Holeman, Hopktas, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, 
Jos. Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lucas, McCieilan, MeCuiloh, Mc- 
Kay, Marchand, Medill, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Petrikin, Ram- 
sey, Rayner, Reynolds, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
Slade, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Srong, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Watierson, Weber, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, and Henry Williams— 102. 

NAYS—wiessrs. Adams, Simeon HM. Anderson, Andrews, 
Barnard, Bell, Brockway, Carter, Chinn, Cihitenden, James 
Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, Davies, Garret Da- 
vis, Dennis, Evans, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, 
Giddings, Goggin, Granger, Graves, Green, Habersham, Wm. 
S. Hastings, John Hitt of Virginia, Hoffman, Holmes, James, 
Charles Johaston, William Cost Jotinson, Keim, Kempshail, 
Lawrence, Marvin. Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, Palen, 

Peck, Pope, Profit, Randall, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Rus- 
seil, Saltonsiall, Simonton, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliferro, 
Toland, Triplet Trumball, WagnersJohn White, T. W. Wil 
liams, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod WHliams— 67- 

Bo the rules were not suspended, a vote of two-thirds being 
necessary for that purpose. 

Mr. CURTIS here gave notice that he would, on the first op- 
portunity afforde:!. asx leave to introduce a bill for the rehef of 
Certain insolvent debtors of the United States, and to repeal 
certain acts re ating w tuch debtors, 

Oa mation, 

The House then adjourned till to morrow morning 12 o’clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpsy, January 18, 1340. ; 

The SPEAKER anounced to the House that the subject be- 
fore it was the special order, being the proposition of Mr. 
Tsomeson,of South Carolina to amend the rules by the addition 
of the following: 3 

Resolved, That, upon the presentation of any memorial or 
petition, praying for the abolition of slavery or the slave trade 
inany District, Territory, or State of the Union, and upon the 
presentation of any resoluuioa, or other paper touching that 
gubject, the reception of such memorial, petition, resolution, or 
paper, shall be considered as objected to, and the question of 
ils reception ehall be Jaid on the table, without debate, or further 
action thereon, 

Mr. SLADE, who was entitled to the floor upon this subject, 
was proceeding, bat was interrupted by 

Mr. LEET, who asked him to gi-e way for the purpose of 
enabling him to make amotion that the House proceed to the 
election of public printer. He said that it was indispensably 
necessary that provision should be made to have the printing 
exécuted—that the public business was suffering. The chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means made a motion, on 
yoaterday,to provide temporarily lor printing,it being, he eaid.on 
the ground that it was absolutely necessary to facilitate the public 
business. Mr. L. was progressing in some further remarks, 
when he was interrup'ed by 

Mr. SLADE, who claimed to proceed with his remarke; but 
was again interrupted by 

Mr. BIDDLE, who wished, he eaid, to present to the House a 
petition with which he had been charged tor several daye, on 
the subject of saiety guards to prevent explosions of steam- 
boate. 

Mr. SLADE said that if any way could be devised for him 
to permit the motions, and yet retain the floor upon the question 
betore ¿he House, he woul! willingly yield; on which sugges- 


tion he yielded, when 

Mr. RIDDLE made a motion that the petition would be 
received by universal consent, and referred to a select commit- 
ter: but objection having been made to its reception, 

Mr. FISHER rose and said: the Iouse will recollect that, 
on yester lay, I made known to it that I was absent from the 
hall when the gentleman from New York eubmitted a copy 
of his letter to G-neral Green, and his remarks upon it; and 
that I could not then ‘ake notice of them, for the reason that I 
did not hear them. Jstated, however, that when these remarks 
should appear in the papers, 1f I estecmed them of such a cha- 
racter as to require a nutice from me, Fehould notice them this 
morning. J] have read the report of the gentleman’s remarks in 
the National Intelligencer of this morning, and I take it for 
granted thatthe report iscorrect, though I have been informed 
by some gentlemen of this House that some things are report- 
ed to have been said by the gentleman, which were not deli» 
vered by him to the House. Such as they were, they require 
some stight no ice from me. 

Uneed scarcely allude to the circumstance that the gentleman 
chose to deliver those remarks in my absence. Whether this 
was done inadvertently, or. with & view of “managing the 
thing adroiily,” I leave it to this House to conclude; but 1 will 
say lor myeelt, that Inever will rise on this floor and direct my 
remarks toa gentleman behind his back, or in hia absence. 1 
look upon this procedure as not in accordance with what a gen- 
tleman shoulddo. But the letter of the gentleman is before the 
public; my statement is be‘ore the public; the statement 
of the gendeman ia before the public, and 1 will leave it 
to them to say whether the letter does not bear out every thing 
Isaid. What did Leay? I will vead an extract from the gen- 
tleman’s ietter, to show how Lully it agrees with my statement, 
Mr. F. here read the follewing extract: 

“It has occurred to me and other of my political friends, 
that such an arrangemeut could be made with you as would 
justify the entire Whig party in supporting you for that 
office.” 

Now, what was the arrangement that would juetify. the 
entire Whig party in su porting Gen. Green for ihat office? 
The letter iella. It is thie: 

“Now, what had parsed through my mi d, was simply thie: 
that you should, in the event of y ur election, cffer Gales and 

Seaton to share equally with them, reepectively, the profits of 
the office, after allowing them a fair compensation out, for their 
personal cervices; ‘they to do al] the work at their office, and 
you to be elected to the station. 


“The profits cannot be leas for the whole Congress than 
$30,000; this would give you $10,000, you having no trouble 
or responsibility whatever.” . . 

That is the consideration, Mr. F. said. Itis very true the 
gentleman says he “suggests this on his own tesponsibility; 

‘| buthe goes on to say, “but, nevertheless, I hazard nothing In 
i| the conjecture, that if you are here and put in, the thing can be 
‘| managed adroitly enough to insure success.” 1 know not, said 
Mr. F. what the gentleman’s ideas of ethics may be; he may 
think there is nothing like bribery in his proposition; but I leave 
it to the House and tothe world to say whether its object was 
not to move is a certain direction, and off-ring $10,000 to 
produce a certain result. If it were proper to refer to General 
Green’s letter, it would show that he looked upon the thing as 
pointing directly to certain gentlemen in this House. The 
gentleman says he spoke of no Votes, and atluded to no particu- 
lar individual; but was it to be supposed that he would come 
ontin a matter of this kind, and name individuals occupying a 
particular position on this floor? The gentieman knows how 
io “manage such things too adroitly” to become 80 very spe- 
cific as to name individuals, or even to name their party name 
or designation. My object, however, said Mr. F, in rising, is to 
say that my statement is before the world, with the letter of the 
gentleman and hia statement, and let the world judge how they 
agree together. The main leading object of the gentleman 3 
letter, was the offer of $10.000 to produce a certain result. I 
stated that in so many words, and the letter will bear me 
out in it. ; 

Mr. MITCHELL said the House would bear him outin the 
assertion that he had acted throughout in this matter in self- 
deferce. In reference to this business he was not accountable. 
He rose yesterday to redeem his promise to the House which 
he made when first ke addressed them on the subject, and was 
not aware that the gentleman from North Carolina was notin 
the Hall till he looked around and found his seat vacant. He 
had given notice that asaoon as he received a copy of his letter 
to General Green, he would lay it before the House, and at the 
earliest moment after receiving it, he redeemed bis promise. 
He would? now call the attention of the gentleman from North 
Carolina to something in his statement which he, (Mr. M.) 
wished him to explain—for itseemed strange that the gentle- 
man should recollect so distinctly the particular words which 
appear in the letter when they are not in it at all. The gentle- 
man in this statement says: 

“The gentleman from New York commences the letter by 
saying that it had been distinctly ascertained that Messrs. 
Gales and Seaton could not be elected public Printers, and that 
his aversion to Mr. Blair was so great that he was disposed to 
go all lengths to defeat his election, and that he believed that, 

by the acquisition of a few votes, Gen. Green could be elected.” 

Now, said Mr. M. there is not a single word of this character 
in my letter. I did not allude to the acquisition of a few votes, 
nor did I say that my aversion to Mr. Blair wasro great that 
woull go all lengths to defeat hiselection. And 1 said that I 
did not wish Gen. Green to do any act that was not justifiable 
to his conscience and to the world. it was to that particular 
part of the gentleman’s statement that I wish to call his at- 
tention. 

Mr. FISHER replied : In giving my statements, I did not 
retend to give the exact words in the gentleman’s letter, nor did 
pretend to give all that was in it. J forgot the most material 

parts of it—I forgot all about “ adroit management.” As to 
what T said about Mr. Blair, I aek if the letter dues not justify 
me in what I said. I will quote the gentleman’s own words: 
&I havea strong desire to defeat Blair, and would be glad to 
do so ina way to oblige you personally.” But, sir, 1 have 
done with the subject. 

Mr. GRAVES here rose and called the attention of the House 
to anarticle which appeared in the Globe of yesterday evening, 
in which he said it was intimated that he had been guilty of a 
finesse by which a fraud was practised on the House. Mr G. 
then read the following: 

“In the House, the Abolition discussion is continued. Mr. 
Coxgs’s resolution, which would, if passed, have closed the de- 
bate, was laid on the table. Mr Graves, some days ago, 
moved a reconsideration; aad this prevented Mr. THOMPSON of 
Mississippi from moving it. Mr. Graves, to-day, having car- 
ried the reconsideration, withdrew the motien, and so Mr. 
CoxeEs’s proposition, was lost. it beirg held that it was too late 
for any o her to move the reconsideration. This lvoks like 
finesse.” 

Tf, said Mr. G. I made this motion, and had afterwards with- 
drawn it with the view of preventing the gentleman from Mis 
sissippi, or any other gentleman, from making it, I shculd have 
committed a fraud on him, and on the House; but my object is 
now to show that I did nosuch thing. 1 mentioned my inten- 
tion of moving the reconsideration to some gentlemen of the 
House, and to avoid interfering With the discussion going on, I 
posrponed it until the latest hour at which tlhe motien conid be 
made. 


When TI thought the House was about to adjourn, I rose and 
remarked to the Speaker that I offered my motion now, be- 
cause it could not be made after that day. J did not observe 
who had the floor, until the gentleman from Georgia observed 
that he yielded it to me. I then submitted the motion without 
having heard from the gentleman from Mississippi, or wi:hout 
having the least idea that he contemplated making such a 
motion; nor did I believe that he or any other gentleman in- 
tended to make it. Ishould feel myself unworthy of the seat I 
occupy here, if I were capable of deceiving any gentle- 
man, or by any sort of finesse preventing him from offer 
ing a motion to this House. Neither the gentleman from 
Mississippi, nor any other gentleman, could say that he 
desired to make such a motion. When I perceived that 
it was the determination of the House that if this recon- 
sideration prevailed, the question on the recolution of the 
gentleman from South Carolina should be taken at once, and 
thus cut off the dehate—the remarks of the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. CoLQUITT.] who yielded him the floor, among 
others, I proposed to postpone the consideration until three 
o’clock, and that proposition not appearing satisfactory, I pro- 
posed to postpone it until twelve o’clock to-day. Both these 
propositions appearing to be unacceptable, and finding that, by 
persisting in my meiien the debate wou'd be cutoff, I stated to 
ihe House that I could accomplish my object in an independent 
way, and would therefore withdraw my mation. Rn, sir, the 
charge that I was guilty of finesse, by which the genticman 
from Miscissippi was prevented from making his motion, is 
without any foundation. 

Before I take my seat, Mr. G. eaid, I wish to make a remark 
or two in relation to another charge against me, which origina. 


a nn 


ted in the Government organ. 
of this House, made by the Gl 
contested election case, he wai 
members from New Jersey, 


obe in relation to the New Jersey 
s represenied as saying that “the 
who held the Governor’s certifi- 
cate, were entitled to their seats; and it sie not in he power Fed 
is body to prevent them from taking men le no ed 
hat they should be excluʻed, pecans Tp oafers migh 
here and claim the . 
Nue a ihe ie he made these remarks, he expressly 
jaclain i loafers to either of the sets of 
disclaimed applying the term 1 Tihe d 
claimants from New Jersey, and the In:elligencer of the ay 
reported him correctly as making the disclaimer. Bur by De 
reportin the Globe, it appeared tha! he had denounce i g! ; 
tlemen who’ came on in opposition to the returne mem 
bers as five Joafers This report was made the foundation, 
in several of tha newepapers of the North, and particu- 
larly in one of them, [Mr. G. alluded to the New Era of New 
York,] for the most violent attacks on him, representing 
him as a blackguard in using janguage on that floor unbecom- 
ing a member of the body. Under these circumstances, he ap- 
pealed to one of the New Jersey gentemen, (Mr. Dickerson] 
with whom he was acquainted, to know whetler he understo 
him as using that offensive language, and that gentleman assured 
him thathe had not. He thenapplied to one of his colleagues, 
who belonged to the Administration party, to go to Mr. Blair and 
point out the injustice his report had done him, and to ask him 
to correct it. His colleague did go to Mr. Blair, andask him to 
make the necessary correction of his report; but he was an- 
swered that he must receive a note, pointing out the error, which 
he would insert in his paper. Now, as he did not choose lo enter 
into a correspondence with the eduor of the Globe, the matier 
rested. {t seems jo me, said Mr. G. that when we admit 
persons here as reporters of debates, if they repert remarks of 
persons to whom they are politically opposed, they should 
do it fairly, and not by reporting one sentence, and suppressing 
the qualification, convey a different idea of the speaker’s 
meaning. For my own part, I would not care whether 
they reported me at all—but if they do report my re- 
marks, 1 wish then to report all that I say. If 
Ihad known the Reporter of the Globe, who made the re- 
ort to which I have adverted, 1 would have moved to expel 

im from the Hall. Iwill vote, Mr. G. said, to expelany 
Reporter from this Hall who dares to misrepresent a political 
adversary by reporting a part of his speech that may do him 
injustice, andnotreporting the other part necessary to make 
him understood. After some further remaiks from Mr. 
GRAVES, 

Mr. BOYD, of Kentucky, observed that he was present, and 
listened to the speech of his colleague on the New Jersey elec- 
tion case, to which he referred; and he could, therefore, say, 
that it was true that he did qualify his remarks in relation to 
loafers coming to claim seats here, so ag to show tkat he did not 
mean to apply them to either side of the New Jersey claimants. 
With regardto the part he tonk, or the siatement he made to 
the Editor of the Globe, he would briefly say, that he ‘met Mr. 
Biair, and stated to him, that in ancditorial remark of his, he 
had misstated Mr. Graves, and that that gentleman requested 
himto make a correction. Mr. Blair denied that he had done 
so in any editorial remark, and said that ifthere was a misstate- 
ment of the gentieman,it must be in the report of the proceedings 
of the House; and, ifso, he would with very great pleasure make 
any corrections that Mr. G. might deem necessary. He had no 
doubt but what the report his friend referred to was a misstate 
ment, and so he informed the Editor; but he was under anim- 

ression at the time that it was in an editorial remark. The 

itors of the Globe had made no editorial remarks in relation 
tothe subject, but said that ifthere was a misstatement, it must 
be in the report, and that he would, with a great deal of plea- 
sure, ineert any correction that the gentleman might deem ne- 
cessary. I thoughtit due to my colleague and to Mr. Blair to 
make this statement. 

Mr. GRAVES. Isubmit to my colleague whether I did not 
request him to wait on Mr. Blair, and ray to him that I had 
been misrepresented ina report in the Globe; and whether he 
had not seen in the columns ofthe New York New Era an 
article in which I was grossly abused, in consequence of the 
remarks I was represented in the Globe to have made. And I 
submit to him, Mr. G. said, whether I did not apply to him to 
go to Mr. Blair and get him to correct the erroneous report, 
without subjecting me to a correspondence. 

Me. BOYD. tis true that Isaw a very abasive article in 
the New York Era, in relation to the remarks attributed to my 
colleague onthe New Jersey election case; but I have not to- 
this day read thereport in the Globe on which my colleague 
says it was founded. Jt is true my colleague came to me, and 
requested that I would make the suggestion to the Editor of the 
Globe, to correct the report without subjecting him to a cor- 
reapendence. But I went to Mr Blair, ant he repiied promptly 
that his columns were open, and that he would insert any cor- 
rection the gentleman might deem necessary. It is true that 
my colleague applied to me to go again to Mr. Blair; but it is 
also true that I did not doit, Ifelt that 1 had done my duty in 
the part T had already taken. 

ir. STANLY observed that they would have nothing else to 
do, ifthey endeavored to correct the errors and falsehoods that 
appeared in that paper. 
ae SPEAKER called Mr. Stan zy to order, anc he took his 
, Mt. THOMPSON of Mississippi said, as he had taken a part 
in this transaction, it was due tothe gentleman from Kentucky 
that he should make a short statement, It was true. he had 
voted with the majority to lay the proposition of the gentleman 
from Virginia Mr. Cores] on the table. Jt wae true that h 
had had no conference with the gentleman from Keatuck in 
relation to the motion for reconsideration. It was also true that 
he, Mr. T. did not intend to make that motion on the day it was 
made. He was satisfied with his vote, and would now be far 
from changing it en the proposition, asit then read. But after 
the motion for reconsideration was made, he, Mr. T. held apri- 
vate interview with the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Coxzs,) 
and told hirr. that he wou'd vote a reconsideration ition 
that he (Mr. C.] would so change his proposition ae ened 
with the resolution parsed at the last session on this abject 
which had given general satisfaction to the counry. He, Mr, 
T. assur d the gentleman from Virginia that he could 
coneent to hav ethis House recede from the positio Aihen A 
In reference to these petitions. He was willi a aeh taken 
but never to piteground. Th l ing t0 rise higher, 
Ette ground. e gent:eman from Virginia agreed 
to make theamendment. Thereupon he, Mr. T. b ne a 
es for a reconsideration, and was very reluctant forthe gen 
eman from Kentucky to withdraw his motion. He expressed: 
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that reluctance to the gentleman himself, and endeavored to 
tenew the motion; but the Spzaker decided it to be out of his 
wer, 

Por. SLADE then proceeded in his remarks, with a purpose, 
he said, to avoid any thing which might savor of harshness to- 
wards those who represent the peculiar interests of the South. 
In presenting petitions here, it hal always been solely his pur- 
to diacharge his duty to his constituents; the petitions from 
many of whom, he was understood to say, he had the honor of 
presenting he thought were rather too exciting. He believed 
ofthese petidoners were ever excited in their general 
movement for the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia; and he believed, afier they shall have accomplished that 
object, that they wil! have attained nothing then, comparatively 
speaking. Mr. S. said the proposition of the geutleman from 


tened to, and it was a gross vivlation of the right of petition to 
keep the petitioners without the hearing of that bady. If this 
principle should obtain, the next thing would be to say 
“that petitions should not be presented. As the ball rolis 
on, it weuld at last be made a penal offence to pre- 
sent Abolition or other petitions. The States that ne- 
ver come here as petitioners would, under this rule, be 
treated as if they were. He had in his possession a resolu- 
tion of the Legislaturejof Vermont, protesting against the re- 


| solutions of the last Congress on this subject as a gag; but this 


` would be drawn into the same common vortex with individual 
_ petitions. They had no right to presume in anticipation that 


a sovereign State would ask them to do an unconstitutional act. 


: It was monstrous, making this sweeping rule, which even dis- 


' regarded the sovereign power ofa State. Mr. 8. cited instances 


South Carolina, (Mr. Toompson}] involved in tteelf an absurdi- .: 


ty. The Constitution gives the House power to make rules of 
proceedings for the government of its own action; byt this 
was not such a rule as was authorized by the Constitution; that 
this was not a rule to govern the future action of the House on a 
particular proposition, but in anticipation disposed of it without 
thisaction. He didnot think there was any power in the Con- 
stitution thus to dispose of any matter in advance of its pre- 
sentation. Each House is requ ired by the Constitution to keep 
a joumal of its proceedings, but this rule proposes that there 
shall be no proceeding at all. One-fifth of the members have 
also the right to demand the yeas and nays on every subject 


brought before Congress, yet this proposition goes to deprive | 


the one-fifth of their privilege, on a certain subject, by lezislat- 


ing in advance upon it, and in opposition to the plain meaning | 


of the Constitution. He contended that they had just as well 


makean order that all bills should be laid on the table without ‘| 


being read. The proposition, he said, amounted to an enact- 
ment that petitions on this subject shall not be received—that 
it was deceptive inits character—that itseemed upon its face 
in one aspect to give the House the right toact hereafter, but 
oa another deprives it of ihat right. He argnedto show that 
the laying the question of reception on the tabie, did not lay the 
petition on the table, butin point of fact, put it back into the 
ket of the member who presented it—that it amounted toa 
ecision th&t they should not be received. It was in effect the 
abridgment of the right of petition. 

Mr. S. admitted that the House might refuse to receive peti- 
tions for a certain vause—that ti might refuse to receive such as 
asked them to violate the Constitution,or presented,on their face, 
that which was highly obnoxious. He did not fully subscribe to 
the doctrine that a petitioner might demand the presentation and 
reception ofa petition; for he thought the Representative had 
the right to refuse to present, and the Heuse to receive, such 
petitions as were absurd, monstrous, and abusive in their cha- 
racter, Abolition petitions, he said, were not of this character: 
and he asked gentlemen whether, if they threw them out, it 
would not be an infringement of the Constitution—it would 
be depriving a class of citizens of the right of petition on a 
subject which they considered a grievance, and which Congress 
had the power toredress. He considered the proposition looked 


far beyond the question of slavery; and cautioned gentlemen to _ 


take care that, in iheir zea! to suppress petitions on this subject, 
they did not go too far, and establish odious principles. Mr. S. 


showed how this principle, if once adopted, might operate to | 


exclude petitions on any other subject. A law might be enacted, 
making a duty of 30 per cont. on importations; and their South} 


em brethren might load their tables with petitons, complaining | 


that it was onerous, that they were on the road to ruin in con. 
sequence. They might peti‘ion against harbors, pre-emptions, 
pa routes, or any other subject within our legislative powers. 

et the principles of the proposed rale would as well apply to 
this class of petitious as those on the subject of Abolition. 

He asked gentlemen to look deliberately to what they were do- 
ing, to see whether they were not preparing halters for their 
ownnecks. Petitions might be presented praying the exposure 
of te corruptions of Government. | Excitement was the only 
cause, it seemed, forthe rejection of those on the subject of 
Abolition; but the fear of exposure might opetate with equal 
propriety for those in power to resort to this rule to rejret peti- 


tions on the subject of corruptions; it would be a conveniet | 
oneto shut the mouths of the Representatives against those : 
abuses. There would be noend to the direful effects of this ; 


rule; the question of right to petition was that upon which all 
hinges. Mr. 8S. then went into anaigument to snow that this 
wasa fair subject for the legis'ative action of Congress He 
contended that that article in the Constitution which gave 
Congress the power to “exercise exclusive legis!ation over the 
District,” gave them power over this subject; and admited if it 
was not eo, there could be no grievance upon which to base 
those petitions. The lauguage “exclusive legislation, car- 
Tied upon ita face its own verity—it was a self evi- 
dent proposition, and could be made no plainer—the mere 
declaration cairied home to every mind the conviction that the 
power exists. Heeaid the Legislatures of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia had no more right to legislate for the District of Colambia, 
than they had to legislate for the State of Maine—that the Dis- 
trict had io government, and no power to legislate for itself; 
and the power must, of co uence, exist in Congress alone. 
Mr. 8. then cited authority of Mr. Madison, Patrick Henry, and 
Various others, in proof of the fact that the power of Congress 
over the District was complete, and that the abolition of slavery 
therein was subject to the exclusive legislation of Congress. 
He then examined the nature of the grant by the States of Ma- 
ryland and Virginia, in proof of his position, and read 
various reports of committees of Congress, touching the 
subject of slavery in the District of Columbia, and bihe 
Proposing legisl tive action, and for the amelioration of the 
condition of the slaves, Whilet he admitted the right to reject 
petitions which proposed to Congress to violate the Constitu- 
tion, yet he thought all petitions of doubtful character should 
be received. He jnoked upon the representative body as the 
emodyment of their constituency, and that they should receive 
the impression ot their eentiments, and not treat with impunit 
their prayers, What (he said) was the right of petition worth 


if it did not have the ear of power? lt could not be said that | 


the right existed at all, if the petition was not received or lis 


| gislative action. 


when siave States,and Alexandria had petitioned Congress upon 
this subject as a grievance; and argued that the citizens of 
Vermont had as much right to petition as they. He then advo- 


| vated the principlesof the Abolitionists, and showed that they 


did not wish to deprive the master of his slave by physieal 
force, but thought slavery a grievance, anda fit subject for le- 
Mr. S. continued at much length, and before 
concluding his remarks, yielded the fioor to 

Mr. PARRIS, who moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. CRABB demanded the yeas and naya, which were order- 


| ed; but the question was taken by count, and decided in the af- 


firmative—yeas 84, nays 57. 
The House then adjourned till Monday next. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, January 20, 1840. . 
The CHAIR presented a memorial of the Legis- 
Jature of the Territory of lowa, esking for an ap- 


: propriation toaid inccmpleting the penitentiary in 


that Territory; which was referrcd to the Ccmmit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of the administ ators of John 
McHiatton; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolut onary Claims. | 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of 
Charles Blight, in behalf of himself and the heirs 
of Robert Fulton; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. ; 

Mr. M. also prezen‘ed the memorial of the cor- 
porate authorities of the C.ty of Washington, pray- 
ing fer the improvement of certain streets and 
avenues; 

And the m-morial of the Board of Heath, pray- 
ing for the cons'ruction of a lunatic asylum; 
which were referreu to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Colambia, and o-dered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Silence 
Elliot; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. D. also presented the petition ot Thomas B. 
Parsons; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval] Affairs. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky pre:ented the petitien 
of Mary Brush; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the petition of Polly 
Clough; which was referredto the Committee on 
Naval A ffairs. 

Mr. W. a'so presented the pe'ition of a number 
of citizens of the State of Maine, praying the 
adoption of measures for effecting a Congress of 
nations for the purpose of adjusting international 
difficulties without a recourse to arms; which was 
laid on the table. ` 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of the pre- 
sident and directors of the Portsmouth and Co- 
lumbus Tnrnpike ecmpany, praying for a grant of 
public lands; which was referred to the Committee 
on Publie Lands. 


Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of Lewis - 


Feu'chwanger, praying permission to issue as coin, 
ofthe value and denomination of one cent, a quan- 
tity of German silver, of which he is the inven'o:; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GRUNDY precented the memorial of Ed- 
mund Fanning, praying for as-istance of Govern- 
ment for an expedition to the Sou'h Seas; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. LUMPKIN, the petition and 
papers of Alfred Stewart, ncw on fie, were refer- 
ted to ihe Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The motion of Mr. MERRICK, to refer the pa- 
rers iv relation to th- claim of the owrers of the 
ship Allegany, to a select commit'ee of three, was 
taken up, and, after some remarks from Messrs. 


MERRICK, WRIGHT, SMITH of Indiana, 
HUBBARD and KING, was agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from the 
agents of s‘eam jackets between the city of New 
York and various European forts, praying for a 
modification of the law allowing a drawback on 
imports, so as to allow a drawback on coal im- 
ported by them and used on their retarn voyages to 
Europe; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of Esther 
Lefferts; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, l 

Mr WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred 

The memorial of a number of the surviving 
captors and representatives of deceased captors of 
the frigate Philadelphis, praying remuneration for 
their services; and 

The petition of sundry widows of persons lost 
in the privateers of the United States, for renewal 
of pensions: 

Severally asked to te discharged from the 
further consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Nava- 
Affairs, to which was ‘referred the petition of Sa; 
muel Warner, made an adverse report thereon 
which was ordered to be priuted. 

Mr. LINN, from the Ccommittre on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the me- 
morial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, praying 
for the corfirmation of the claim of Francis Laven- 
ture and others, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the letter of the Be- 
cretary of War, asking an appropriation for the 
removal of the Stockbridge and Munsee Indians, 
asked to be discharged from its further considera- 
tion, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs; which was agreed to. E 

Mr. W. also from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the memoria? of -á religious com- 
mvnity of St. Louis, dencminated the “Ladies of 
the Sacred Heart,” asked tobe discharged from its 
further consideration, and that it be laid on the ta- 
ble; which was agreed 'o. ; 

Mr. W. also from the same committee, to which 
had been re‘e:red a resolution of the Senate in re- 
lation to the repeal of dutyon marble busts and 
statuary, asked to be discharged from its further 
considerat‘on, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on the Library; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill providing for the continuanee of 
the office of Commissioner of Pensions, and to 
transfer business heretofore transacted at the Navy 
Depar.ment to that office; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to explain 
the fifth section of the act for the better orge nization 
of the United States Marine Corps; which was 
read twice and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Also, a bill to regu'ate the pay and emoluments 
of pursers in the navy; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SEVIER, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 
security and protection of the emigrant and other 
Indians west of the States of Missvuri and Arkan- 
sas; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. STRANGE submitted the following reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the several laws uyon that subject as to 
allow all the nexsparers in the respective States to 
publish the laws passed at each session of re 
as is now done by the three newspapers selected in 
each State, and in consideration thereof, and as the 
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only compensation to be received by any newsp 
per therefor, be allowed to circulate within their re- 
spective States free of postage. 

Mr. PRENTISS submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
a pension to Ebenezer Swan, on accourt of a dis- 
ability ineuired by bim in the military service of 
the United States. . 


ARMED OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 

The bill for the armed occupaticn and settlement 
of that part of the Territory of Florida infested by 
marauding bands of hostile Indians, was taken up 
on its third reading. 

After some remarks from Mr. PRESTON in cp- 
position to the bill, the question was taken on the 
passage of the bill, and resulted yeas 24, pays 15, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fal- 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Smith of Conneċticut, Walker, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Betts, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Knight, 
Merrick, Phe'ps, Prentiss, Preston, Smith of In- 
diana, Strange, acd White—15. 

So the bill was passed. 
` THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL 

‘Was then taken up on its third reading. Mr. 
CLAY of Kentucky addressed the Senate at great 
length in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. WALKER rose to reply to some of the re- 
marks of Mr. Cray; but at the suggestion of many 
Senators, gave way toa motion fer adjournment. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, January 20, 1840. 

The SPEAKER announced to the House that 
the subject before it was the special order of Satar- 
day, being the proposition of Mr. THOMPSON, of 
South Carolina, to amend the rales by the addition 
of the following : 

Resolved, That, upon the presentation of any me- 
mörial or petition, praying for the abolition of sla- 
very or the slave trade in any District, Territory, 
or State of the Union, and upon the presentation 
of any resolution, or other paper touching that sub- 
ject, the reception of such memorial, petition, reso- 
lation, cr paper, shall be cors.dered as objected to, 
and the question of its reception shali be laid on the 
table, without debate or farther action thereon. 

Mr. SLADE, who was entitled to the flcor upon 
this subjec’, was proceeding, but was interrupted by 

Mr. KEIM, who begged permis ion to make a 
correction of his vote, on Friday Jast on the pro- 
position of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, to suspend the 
rules to enable that gentleman to move a resolu- 
tion that tie Clerk be empowered to employ a co n- 
petent person toexecute the public printing until 
that officer was elected. Mr K. said that, in the 
list of yeas and nays upon that subject, as published 
in the Globe, his name appears among those who 
votel in the negative. Such was not the fact. 
He voted in the affirmative on that propcsition. 

Mr. SLADE resumed, and occupied the floor the 
whole day, in addition to Saturday, in defining the 
principles of the Abolition party, and vindicating it 
from the many reproaches which had (he said) been 
heaped upon it,and argued strongly that the question 
of expediency should not operate to defeat the ends 
of justice. Ele contended that Congress had the 
power to emancipate the slaves in the District 
of Columbia; that there was no implied faith 
given to Virginia and Maryland that the subject 
of slavery in said District should not be touched. 
He then took a review of the rise and pro- 

gress of Abolition principles in England and 
in this country, at which he was much 
gratified, and concluded by definirg his political 
position, and particularly in reference to the ques- 
tion of Abolition, and how far that question will 
influence him in giving suppoit to the nomination 
of the Harrisburg Convention. He had last year de- 
termined to support that nomination, without regard 
jo the peeniiar notions of the nominee on the sub- 


ject of slavery; and that, in giving his support to 
Mr. Harrison, he did not do so on account of his 
Abolition principles, but because the happy change 
which the principles he professed would work 
upon the fature action of the Government, should 
he be elected. 

Some effort was made by Mr. R. GARLAND 
to introduce a substitute to change the nature of 
the proposition before the House; to which, how- 
ever, objection was made. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, obtained the floor; 
but gave way to 

Mr. BLACK, who moved that the House do 
adjourn. 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 55, nays 52. 

So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tvespay, January 21, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, furnishing information 
called for by a resolution of the Senate of the 30th 
ult. in relation to the amount of money paid from 
the Trea ury to satisfy private claims for the five 
years preceding January, 1840; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of State, ex- 
plaining the cause of delay in publishiug the Bien- 
nial Register; which was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. ' 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of the Navy in 
relation to the number of clerks employed in that 
Department dur.ng the past year, and their amounts 
of compensation; which was laid on the table. 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury 
in answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 15th 
inst. in relation to the establishment of marine hos- 
pitals at the mouth of the Arkansas river; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, show- 
ing the amounts appropriated and expended,’and the 
balances remaining in hand, for the service of that 
Department duriag the year 1839; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of citizens of the State of Vermont, praymg 
such further legislation of Congress as will effec- 
tually abolish the foreign slave trade; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. P. also presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of citizens of Vermont, praying the passage of 
a law to prohibit the local authorities in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia frem imprisoning free persons of 
color, and selling them in satisfaction of jail fees, 
on the presumption of their being slaves. 

The reception being objected 10, the motion to 
receive was, 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, ordered to lie on the 


table. 

Mr. SEVIER presented documents in relation 
to the claim of John C. Reynolds; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Ind an Affairs. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of T. F. 


| Peterson, praying permission to purchase from the 


Goverament a certain island, situated near the 
mouths of the Missis-ippi river; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS presented ‘the memorial of John 
Diele, a citizen of the United States, praying that 
a work published by him in the Sandwich Islands 
may be admitted into the United States free of 
duty; whch was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of John 
Johnston, praying to be released from a judgment 
obtained against him; which was referred to the 
Committeee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of John 
Crawford, praying arrears of pens on; which was 
referred to the Commit ee on Pensions. 

Mr. KING presented the petit on of Charles D. 
Connor, praying to be allowed the right of pre- 
emption toa tract of land; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Jacob 
Dunham, praying remuneration for property de- 
stroyed during the late war, which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. . 
CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee 


Mr. 
on the Publio Lands, to which was referred 


A bill for the re‘ief of certain settlers on the pub- 
lic lands, who were deprived of the benefits of the 
act granting pre-emption rights, which was ap- 

roved on the 19th of June, 1834; and 

A bill for the relief of Sutton Stephens; 

Reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. C. also from the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
the memorial of the President and Directors of the 
Po:tsmouth and Cvlumbas Turnpike company; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which was referred a bill to grant to 
the States and incorpora'ed companies engaged 
the construction of roads and canals, the right of 
way through the public lands of the United States, 
reported the same without amendment. i 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred a bill to provide for 
the secarity and protection of the emigrant and 
other Indians west of the States of Missouri and 
Arkansas, repoited the same without amendment. 

Mr. S. from the same committee, made an unfa- 
vorable report on the petition of Jubal B. Han- 
cock; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BETTS, from the Committee on Claims, to 
which was referred the petition of John Burke, 
made an adverse report thereon; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Peb- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the memorial of 
the Western Academy of St. Louis, asked to be 
discharged from its further consideration; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred the petition of 
Chalon Guard, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration; which was agreed to. 

The resoiution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
SrraNce was agreed to. 

Mr. HENDERSON sabmitted the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Tréasury in- 
form the Senate if there be not a considerab‘e nam- 
ber (ard what number) of donation claims, or set- 
tement rights, under the acts of Congress of 1812 
and 1819, for lands situate in the State of Missis- 
sippi, south of the 31st degree of nerh latitude, 
which have been proven under these laws, and 
surveyed, plotted and returned to the surveyor’s 
office of the district by the deputy surveyor of the 
Uni ed States appointed thereto, bat the titles to 
which are thereupon suspended on imputation of 
irregularity in the surveys in regard to form and 
locaion. 2. Also, whether or not the surveys ex- 
cepted to, exceed or diminish the quantity cf land 
to which claimants are entitled. 3. How long 
since these surveys have been executed, and what 
proportion of them have been perfected in title. 
4. What is the description and quality of land 
generally in which the-e surveys are made. 5. 
And whether, in the opinion of the commissioner, 
if such surveys be irregular, it would not be better 
economy for the Government to confirm them as 
made than incar the expense of resurvey. 

THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL 

Was then taken up, and, afier a speech of much 
ability from Mr. WALKER, was, en motion of 
Mr. BUCHANAN, informally passed over. 

The bill for the relief of certain persons therein 
named, was taken up, and, after some remarks 
from Messrs. TAPPAN, GRUNDY, CLAY, of 
Alabama, end ROBINSON, was ordered to be 
engrossed. 

The Senate then went into Executive business, 
and afterwards 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuxspay, January 21, 1840. 

_ The question before the House was the propo- 
sition of Mr. Trompson, of South Carolina, to 
amend the rules by the addition of the following: 

Resolved, That, upon the presentation of any me- 
morial or petition praying tor the abolition of sla- 
very or the slave trade in any District, Territory 
or State of the Union, and upon the presentation of 


any reso‘ution, or other paper touching that sab- 
ject, the reception of such memorial, petition, Tse, 
lation, or paper, shall be considered as ebjected to, 
and the question ef i’s reception shall be said on the 
table, without debate or furtrer acuun thereon. 

Mr. GARLAND. of Virginia, being entitled to 
the floor, 

Mr. JOHNSON asked the gentleman to give 
way, to enable him to offer a resolution which nro 
posed to give to the suffering poor of the Distnet 
all the sarp'us wood at the Capro: veronging 10 
the Government, which he believed to be abont 
forty con's. 

Mr. FISHER objected to the introduction of the 
resolution at that time. 

Mr. JOHNSON asked for a suspension of the 
rales for that purpese. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, interfered, and 
said he would be pleased to accommodate the 
gentieman by yielding it, if no objection be made 
to the proposition; but he anticipated there would 


Mr. POPE here rose, and wished to prevail on 
Mr. Gartanp to yield, to enable him to make a 
report from a committee on the subject of the lowa 
aad Missoari boundary question. 

Mr. JOHNSON again interposed to press the 
proptiety and necessity of granting the relief con- 
templated ia his reso’usion. 

Mr. GARLAND said he was willing to yield 
the floor, if it was the understanding by the CHAIR 
that he woald be entit’ed to it afierwarus. 

The CHAIR said there could be no such under- 
standing. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked Mr. Gartanpo of Vir- 
ginia, (who was eautel to the floor,) to 
yield it to him for one mcment, for the purp se of 
introducing a tes. lution which he (Mr. P.) deeme:! 
of great imporance, as calling for informati: n 
which the conn!ry—the whole country—demanced. 
Mc. P. said, that if the introduction of the resolu- 
ticn gave rise to one word of debate—if a single 
objection was made—he would consider it hs duty, 
in n tarn for the courtesy of the gentleman from 


Virginia, to withdraw the resolution; gi ving oct ce, | 


however, thit upon the first opportunity the sub- 
ject should te brought before the House. 
Mr. GARLAND having yielde | the floor, 
Mr. PROFFIT read the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary at War be directed 
to inform this House, at his earliest convenience, 
a be.her he has or has not ordered or authorized the 
ese of bloodhounds in the war with the Indians in 
Florea. Also, if such order or authority has 
been given, whether any importation of blood- 
h unds has been ordered, and from what country. 
A’so, the name of the agent employed to purchase 
and se’ect said blcolhounds. Also, the number 
of bloodhourds ordered. Also, whether any 
bloodhonnds have actually arrived; and also, if 
the use of the bloodhoands is determined on, the 
Secretary of War is farther directed to state the 
name of the officer in the American army upder 
whore immediate charge and command the blocd- 
hounds are to be used. i 
After the resolution was Ç objection’ being 


Fi 


made by some memters, Mr. Ẹ. withdrew;it. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virghia ssid, Spon the 
qnes ion of human rights, as being invgfved in the 
subject tefore the Honse, he fad nothing to say- 
He never would c: n ent to d&cuss ttg meral qnes- 
tion of human sights there, bécause ie believe! it 
was one with which that Hote haf no right to 
interfere—had no jurisdiction, thatit was a que-- 
toa which belonged exclosivel¥ to the States. 
With him there was but one aggumert—that so 
long as the slave States thought frcper to n aintain 
the exis'ence of slavery among fhem, he wou'd, as 
they would, defend it to the vtfhost extremity. He 
considered that the question itfvolved a higher one 
than the mere right and expediency of ato'ishirg 
slavery and the slave trade in the -District of Co- 
lembia; it involved the question whether the peo- 
ple have created an entire despe tis n over this Dis- 
trict —w hether the peop’e here were mere seifs, and 
have norighis. Mr. G. replied to that part of the re- 
marks of Mr. Biopie, a few days ago, in which 
that gentleman had blended the great right of peti- 
tion with the question of reception. He denied 


—— ee 


: 


' The gentleman fiom Vermont, Mr. Stang, had, 


' ceive such as called upon them to do an unconsti- 


' praying uneonstitutional legislation: and he be- , 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


that such was a correct position, and thought that 
it did not interfere with any rights gua‘anted to 
them under the Constitation, to refuse to receive 
theu petitions: and called upon gentleman to peint 
out wherein n Was inconsistent with that right. 


he said, conceded the whole ground that that right 
was at all infringed bv the reiection of petitons 


heved that. aithcagn tne people have a right 10 as- 
semie and p: ution Congress tor a redress of gnev- 
ances, yel Congress had tne rignt v0 retuse tw re- 


tutional act. Here the great constitutional prin- 
ciple was clear and conclusive. 

Mr. G. then read from the first att.cte of the 
amendmen’s or we Const muon the words, ‘that 
Congress should make no law respecting an esta- 
blishment of re'igion, or prohibiting the free exer- 
cise thereof, or aoridging the freedom of speech or 
of the press, cr of the right of the peop’e prace- |i 
ably to atsemb’e and pei ion the Government for 


a redress of ;revanecs.” He said there were 


thee distinct principles in this clause. He asked 


gentlemen ifa petition came there praying Congress 
to ¢stablis) a particular religion, whe h-r they 
would be bcund to receive it, wih the above clause 
staring them in the face. 

The freedom of the press—y:s, its licentious~ 
ness, was pro’ecied under this clause; and he wou'd 
ak if a petition be presen'ed praying that that 
powerful engine be trammelled and brok-n down, 


. whether they wou'd receive it. He telieved not; 


because they had, under the Constiut-on, no power 
to interfere with the subject, and cught net to con- 
sider such a petition. Mr. G. then refer.ed to the 
cireum-tarces of the times, which induced the 
placing of that guard in the Const.tution against 
the invas‘on of the rights of the peop'e peaceably 
to assembie and pstition for a redress of grievances. 
The reason why ət was thus engrafted in that ine 
strument, was because the framers of it had seen 


that the British Parliament had gone into the bedy 


of the p:ople, and restricted and limited their right 


| to assemble. 


Mr. G. thn read from page 141 of the 
Manual, where, according to parliamectary law, 
it is wade necessary that petitions must be sub- 
ser bed by the petitioners; or if not, must be certi- 


_ tied by the member present'rg it, that it is their hand- 


writing, cr some person wi bout the coors that they 


‘ know the hand-writing of the peiitioners; that the 
; member presenting it, also, 
| briefly; a regular motion must ke, also made, 
; he question put whether it shall be received. 


must state its contents 
and 


Mr. G. asked, if Congress had no discretion 


| over the subject, why was all this caution in the 
| sules necessary? The rule which required its con- 


tents to be stated would be an unmeaning one. 
Its object was first to ascertain wheiher the subject 
was within the legitimate jurisdiction of those they 


| petition. Why make the responsibility rest on a 
| member, of certify ing to its contents and the identity 
| of the handwriting, if there was no discretion? If 
' there was no discretion they could not reject fi. 
: Then why put tke question, 
. that power? The power, 


if the House have nct 
he believed, should be 


exercised with great discretion; „but that they had 


: the power to reject was incoatrovertible. 


Mr. G. th:n argued at some lengih as to the 


` rights of the people of the District, which he said 
| would be annihilated if the principles advanced 
` cn that floor should obtain—tbat they had no 
| voice in this matter; it would make them as de- 
` fenceless as the serfs of Russia. He contended 
| that the people ere entitled to all the benefits of the 


provisions of the Constitution which recognise 
slaves as propeity, to the same extent that they en- 
joyed those rights before the cession of the District 
by Maryland and Virginia. He argu-d that the 

eople of the Di trict were entitled to the same pro. 
tection to this species of preperty as any other kind, 
under the fourth article of the amendments to the 
Constitution, which says, “that the right of the 
people to be secure in their persons, houses, pa- 
pers, and, effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures shall not be violated.” He fur.her 
contended that Congress could not deprive the peo- 
ple of the District of any of the rights which they 
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enjoy in general as apart of the United States. 
Slaves, he said, are recognised by the Constituticn 
as property, and Congress had no right to take it 
even for public purposes without jyst compensa- 
sion. He would excite the people of the District to 
rebellion against the despotism of the principle 
advanced, that they had no right to resist apy ac- 
tion of Congress which went to deprive them of 
their property. 

Mr. G. then examined that clause of the Consti- 
tu'ion which gave Congress the right to exercise 
exclus:ve legislation over the District of Columbia, 
which he detined to mean that it should exercise 
only such powers as were not prohibited in that in- 
strument,and which were exclus:ve of the powers of 
the States. He then examined the question with 
reference to thexlave trade in this District, con- 
tending that the peopie thereof had the power to 


| dispose of this species of property to the citizens of 


any other State; and that Congress had no more 
power to interfere with or interdict this trade in the 
District than they had to prevent it between the 
citizens of Md. and Va.; and said it would be a 
more dangerous innovation of individual rights 
than that of which the Abolitionists complained. 
He then exam ned that prohibition in the Const.ta- 
tion} aga‘nst the African slave t-ade after a certain 
period, which, he said, was placed there at the in- 
stance of the Southern States. The States 
now complaining of the evils of slavery, were 
then in favor of that trade, and wen'd not 
consent to that prohibition, un'ess the period at 
which it was to cease wasfixed twenty years in the 
future; and that the Eastern people had two seamen 
engaged in that trade to one Scuthern seamen. 
Mr. G. then argued this question in all its consti- 
tational bearings, and conclusively proved that 
that Congress had no power at allover the subject; 
and that it rested entirely with the States and 
the people of jhe District of Columbia to make the 
first movement towards emancipation. After ad- 
verting atsome length to the dangersto be apprehend- . 
ed from the movements of the Abolitionists, he 
believed that the exc tement would hot be allayed 
by the reception of petitiona, and cited the many 
instances of reports havirg already been made up- 
on the subject of these petitions. Mr. Pinek- 
ney’s able report, he said, had not pre- 
vented dicussion, and he did not believe 
that a reference of the petitions wculd now 
have any better effect than it did at the time 
that report was made, or when the first report was 
made, which was in the year 1783. Mr. 
G. concluded by saying that he would take what- 
ever stand his friends from the South would take, 
and appealed to the friends of the Ccnstitutiou in 
the North to take the old stand they had heretofore 
oceupied on that question. He said he did not 
want discussion on this subject, and had voted 
from the beginning in favor of every proposition 
to that end, not because he feared to meet it, but 
because the North had no right whatever to inter- 
fere with it, nor that House to legislate upon it, as 
propo-ed in the petitions. 

Mr. BUTLER, of South Carolina, observed that 
it had not been the habit of gentlemen of the South 
to discuss the constitutionality, expediency, or im- 
morality of slavery, and he, believing such discus- 
sions to be useless, as well as injurious, would 
therefore be the last man to engage n them. He 
wished he cou!d say, with the gent‘eman from Vir- 
gnia, (Mr. Gartann J that he felt no excitement 
on this subject; but, as excitable as he felt, and he 
acknowledged without hesitation that he did so, be 
would endeavor to discuss it calmly, as became a 
citizen of this great Republic, as became one who 
fe t aviial interest in its safety, and who had en- 
deavored to lay aside all sectional prejudices. It 
had always been his course, in the part of the 
country from which he came, to throw what influ- 
ence he had in the scale against sectional feelings. 
If such feelings entered at all in this question, it 
was notthe faut of the South. Upon this, as 
upon all other questions, the South asked no pro- 
tection; it only asked to be let alone, and be per- 
mitted to judge of its own affairs. — 

Opinions and sentiments had been proclaime i 
that floor which required an answer. One gent e- 
man from New York [Mr, Granosn] seemed tq 
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intimate in the opening of his address, that the 
gentlemen from the South, so far as this question 
was involved, were the slaves of sectional and 
local opinions. We, £i”, might ask, continued Mr. 
B. who is more a slave to local opinions than the 


gentleman h mself, in adopting the course he had. | 
The gentleman from New York referred them to : 
Congressional bistory to show that these petitions : 


had been offered and received for the last thirty 
years, withcut creating any excitement until the 
year 1836. That might bave been the fact, but 
who did not know that the vital importance of the 
subject had grown up from the fact, that the Abo- 
liionists of the North were no longer weak, 
ignorant, and powere-s, as they were thirty 
years ago, but that they now were, ès the 
gentleman himself proclaimed, men of talents, 
of property, and of influence, while their nam- 
bers were daily increasing. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania was entirely mistaken when he 
supposed that the discussions on this exciting sub- 
ject would be put an end to by a reference of it to 
acommitiee. It had been well shown by the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. Cotquitr] that the re- 
ference made in 1836, under the reselutions of Mr. 
Pinckney, as well as the reference that was made 
in 1780, so far from putting a stop to the presen- 
tation of these petitions, was followed by an in- 
creased number of them. And such, he would 
venture to assert, would always be the inevitable 
result of treating Abolition petitions in that 
manner. 

The issue made up was not on the right of 
petition, as some gentlemen contended. He would 
fay, to one and all of them, that they should 
make the truth kpown to their constituents; 
that they shoo! go heme and tell those who 
charged them with the presentation of such peti- 
tions, that the true issue now presented on that 
floor was one of union or disunion. It was not to 
be disguised that that was the issue now before the 
House and the country. He did not, like some 


gentlemen, say that he never would calculate. 


its valae when an evil of this magnitude was pre- 
sented. He did calculate its value. He valued it 
and loved it as the surest safeguard of our liber- 
ties. Iteould not be expected that any man here 
should forget in half a century the common toils 
and dangers of our ancestors, or the objects for 
which they encountered them. He claimed for 
himself as much veneration and love for this Union 
as any man in the nation; but he was com- 
pellad to say, that the moment Congress at- 
tempted to legislate on this subject, the Union 
was practically dissolved—the moment Cen- 
gress abolished slavery in the District of Co- 
lumpia, the Statcs interested would look upon it as 
adirect attack upon them, and act accordingly. 
We cf the South, "said Mr. B., are not afraid to 
discuss the subject of slavery. We believe the 
institution to be defensible from the scripture itself; 
we believe that it has always existed; and we be- 
lieve, with Governor McDuffie, that to us it has 
proved a political blessing. I will ask the gentle- 
man from Vermont, (Mr. Stane] whose tears of 
sympathy for the slave, he says, have been so often 
shed, if he has no sympathy for the whi:es of the 
South; if he does not feel for his white fellow citi 
zens of the South, as well as for his black brethren. 
If the object of his abolition petitions, an object he 
has so much at heart, could be accomplished, the 
white people of the South would cease to live. No 
man who knows the South but must know this truth; 
that things must exist at the South as they do now. 
or no free wkite manor woman can live there. 
The South, as he said before, claimed no particu- 
Jar protection from th’s Government. When mo- 
ney was to ve expended for coast and harbor de- 
fence, it was for the North. When money was to 
be expended for the improvement of rivers and 
harbors, it was for the North; and so in most cases 
when the benefi's of this Government were to be 
dispensed, it was for the North. The Suwh, how- 
ever, asked for no special favors. All that it did 
ask, was to be permitted to direct their own insti- 
tutions without molestation. 


It had been pointedly asked on that floor how it 


was that persons occupying the position which he 
and his State Rights friends did, could atlach Ihem- 
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selves to, and act with the Administration party in 
that House. This question was easily answered. 
We are not, said Mr. B. partisans of the Adminis- 
tration, nor do we intend to become so. We sup- 
port the leading measures of the Administration 
because we believe them to be calculated to pro- 
mote the best interests of the country. Mr. B. 
made a few observations which were not heard, 
owing to his face being turned from the Reporter; 
when 

The SPEAKER informed him that it was not 
in order to discuss a subject not before the House. 

Mr. B. continued. He was not going to define 
his position as some gentlemen were in the habit of 
doing. He should let his position take care of it- 
self, and define itself, by the votes he should give; 
but Łe was going to state why it was that he and 
his State Rights frien’s were so often found acting 
with the Administration. We do so, said he, be- 
cause we know that whatever m‘ght have been the 
former opinions of the Chief Magistra‘e, he sup- 
poris the best interests of the whole Union. We do 
so because, upon the p:ramount importance at- 
tached to this Abolition question, he says that he 
nct only believes that it wouid be a violation of the 
Constitu'ion for Congress to legislate on the sub- 
ject of slavery in the States, but as regards the 
District of Columbia, that to abolish slavery in it 
wonld be highly inexpedient, a violation of the im- 
plied faith of the Government to the States of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland, and that, therefore, he should 
veto any bill passed for that purpo:e. Was it be- 
cause blows had formerly been struck between the 
distinguished individual who was now Chief Ma- 
gistrate and the State Rights party, that the latter 
should not now support him when he was pursuing 
a line of policy which their judgment approved? 
Whatever his cour-e might have been on the Mis- 
souri and other questions, his course now, on all 
these questions which deeply interested the South, 
was perfectly sound; and he regretted to say, thathe 
could not regard the principles of the gentleman put 
in opposition to him for the Presidency (Gen. Har- 
rison] as equally sound; for he should desire to see 
every man put in nomination for that high station, 
enterlaining correct views on thee important ques- 
tions. But was this the ease wi h the nominee of 
the Harrisburg Convention? Sir, said Mr. B, it 
is known that this distinguished individual, in a 
letter written by him so late zs 1833, said that he 


would desire to see all the surplus revenues of the - 


country appropriated for the purposes of emancipa- 
tion and colonization. With this declaration star- 
ing him in the face, how could any Southern man 
support this gentleman for the highest office in the 
Republic? Again: on one cccasion in 1836, this 
gentleman was cal'ed on to avow his opinions on 
the subject of Abolition, but he declined giving any 
answer. The Democratic party, however, have 
no such reluctance to avow their opinions. A 
Democratic convention was lately held at Colum- 
bus, in the Sta'e of Ohio, and, among others, 
passed the following resolutions: 

[Mr. B. here read the resolutions on the subject 
of Abolition and Aboli:ion societies, adopted by 
the Columbus Convention; for which see another 
part of to day’s paper.] 

There was another resolution, (Mr. B. said,) 
providing that, shuuld there be any members of the 
Convention who did not subscribe to the princi- 
ples contained in the resolutiors relating to the 
subject of Abolition, they were requested to leave 
their names with the publishing committee, to be 
published with the proceedings. And he was au- 
thorized to say (Mr. B. continued) that no man 
has left his name with that committee. So that 
the position (Mr. B. said) we occupy is this: we 
act with the Administration without being its par- 
tisans so long as it supports the principles to which 
we are committed. Mr. B. after some further 
rematks, said he regarded the vote taken on the 
nomination at the Harrisburg Convention as indi- 
cative of the position of the Whig party. The 
ground he teok, and that he believed to be true, 
was that the Abolitionists support, and are attached 
to the Whig party. Jf he was wrong, he desired 
to be corrected. He had a slip froma newspaper, 
which stated that General Harrison belonged to the 
Abolitionist party; and though he did not under- 


~ 


take to say that this wastrue, he knew that he had 
been written to to avow his op nions on the subject 
of slavery, by some of those who wished to vote for 
him, and that he had to this day declined an an- 
swer. Mr. B. in conclusion, said he bad no idea, 
when he rose, of occupying the time of the House 
for more than a few minutes, All he desired was 
to discuss the question as it should be discussed, 
and to tell gentlemen from alt parts of the Union 
that they stould go home to their constituents, and 
tell them that the Scutn was deeply excited 
on this subject; that they „demanded to be 
permitted to attend to their own interes's, 
unmclested by other sections of the Union; and 
that a continued agitation of this subject would en- 
danger the Union. If geatlemen loved the Union 
as they professed to do—if they wished that this 
fair fabric should descend unimpaired to their pos- 
terity, they would present this question in its true 
aspects to their constituents. , 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose and submitted an 
amendment, which he said he shou'd move the 
previous question on; and, after some remarks 
ona pointof order from Messrs. DROMGOOLE, 
ADAMS, UNDERWOOD, MASON, THOMP- 
SON of South Carolina,and GARLAND,of Louisi- 
ana, the amendment was then read as follows: 

Srike out all after the word resolved, and inser’, 
that all petitions, memorials, remonstrances, ad- 
dresses, resolutions, propositions, or papers of any 
description, touchiog the abolition of slavery or 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia, in the 
Territories of the United States, or in any State of 
this Union, or to the transportation of slaves 
from any State, District or Territory of the United 
Sates, to any other State, District cr Territory, or 
relating in whole or in part, in any way, or to any 
extent whatever, to these subjects, shall be laid on 
the table, without a question and without action or 
debate, and the same shall not be printed. 

Mr. WARREN, of Georgia, submitted whether 
it wasin order; the amendment being, as he con-. 
tended, the same thing in substance as the resolu- 
tion of Mr. Cotes, which was laid on the table. 

Afier some remarks from Messrs, WARREN, 
BRIGGS, and DROMGOOLE, 

Mr. BLACK appealed to the courtesy of the 
gentleman from Virginia and the liberality of. the 
House, and proposed that every member who had 
an amendment to submit, should be permitted to 
offer it, and have it read for the information of the 
Hou.e. In this way, Mr. B. said, every gentle- 
man cou'd place himself in the position he desired. 
to occupy, and the question could be taken on 
each resolution separately in their order, without 
debate. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE would only remark that no 
consent of his would change the rules of the Honse. 
It was for the Speaker, and notfor him to say 
whether the gentleman’s proposition was in order. 

Mr. BLACK said he only meant to say that he 
was indebted to the courtesy of the gentleman from 
Virginia, who was entitled to the fluor, for allowing 
him an opportunity of making the proposition he 
did to the House. He hoped his resolution might 
be read, and he hoped that every gentleman who 
desired todo so, might be permitted to offer his 
amendment, for the purpose of showing his views 
on this question. 

Mr. Bracx’s resolution was then read as fol- 
lows, for the information of the House; but seve- 
ral voices opposing its reception, it was not re- 
ceived: 

_ Resolved, That, upon the presentation of any pe- 
tition or other paper, praying for or touching the 
abolition of slavery in the Distiict of Columbia, 
in the States of this Confederacy, or in the Terri- 
tories thereof, the same shall be not received. 

After a debate on the point of order raised by 
Mr. Warren, in which Messrs. Dromaootr, Por, 
Briccs, THomrson, Smirn, of Indiana, Banxs 
Warren, Tourney, and Everxrr took part, i 

The SPEAKER decided that Mr. Dromcoo.r’s 
amendment being in substance the same thing with 
the resolution of Mr. Corrs, which was laid on the 
table, it cou'd not be received. 

: Mr. DROMGOOLE took an appeal from the de- 
cision of the Cuair; but on taking the question on 
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the appeal, the CHair was sustained—yeas 120, 


nays 64. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then, afier some remarks, 
in which he stated he conceived it to be his duty to 
put a stop to this useless and unnecessary debate, 
moved the previous question on Mr. THomPson’s 
resolutions; when 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved for a call of the House, 


which was ordered; and the roll having been called | 


over, 201 members answered to their names. 

After calling the absentees, further proceedings 
under the call were dispensed with; and 

The question was taken, “Will the House se- 
cond the call for the previous qustion?” and deci- 
ded in the negative, (Messrs. Ramsey, of Pennsyl- 


vania, and Jounson, of Maryland being tellers) — | 


ayes 98, noes 99. 
Mr. ADAMS then submited his amendment as 


follows: 
That the following be added to the 
perdin rules of this House, to be numbered the 
st. 

“Every petition presented by the Srraxer, or by 
any member, with a brief verbal statement of its 
contents, shall be received, unless objection be 
made to its seception for special reason; and 
whenever objection shall be made to the re- 
ception of a petition, the name of the mem- 
tir objecting, and the reason of the objection, 
shall be entered upon the journal. The question 
in every such case shall be, “shall the petition be 
rejected?” and no petition shall be rejected but by 
a majority of the members present,” 

‘On motion by Mr. ADAMS, 

The Houce adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wenwespay, Jan. 22, 1840. 

Mr. WHITE submitted documents ir relation 
to the memorial of a number of citizens of Mil- 
waukie, remonstrating against the confirmation of 
the claims of Francis Laventure and others to cer- 
tain tracts of land; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pablic Lands. 

` Mr. FULTON presented the petition of Ira H. 
Sabin, praying the right of pre-emption te a tract 
of land; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pablic Lands. 

Mr. BETTS presented the memorial of George 


G. Bishop and J. D. Loomsbury, engaged ia the - 


manufacture of wool, praying a revision of the re- 
venue Jaws; which was referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures. a +, ; 
_ Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of certain companies of Missouri volunteers, re- 
ported the came without amendment. 
The following resolation submitted. by. Mr. Cray 
of Alabama yesterday, was taken up and agreed to; 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instracted toinquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for a stereotype edition of the laws 
of the United States, to embrace all laws of a 
general nature. 7 y 
_ The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Henprason was considered and adopted. F 
. The bill for the reliet of ceriain persons therein 
named, was taken up on its third reading, and after: 
the title was amended, was read a third time, and. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The bill for: the relief of Thomas H. Owen and: 
‘Joha W. Skidmore aud others, was taken up as in. 
Committee of the Whole; and after some remarks 
by Messrs. ROBINSON, YOUNG, and TAPPAN,. 
was ordered to be laid on the table. | i K 
THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL 
. Was then taken up, and Mr. BUCHANAN 
spoke at great length, and with much ability, in 
defence of the bill, and in reply to Mr. CLAY, 
who rejoined; and after some further remarks from 
Messrs. BUCHANAN, CLAY of Kentucky, and 
WALKER, 
On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, 
The Senate adjourned, 


. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
~: Wepbnxspay, January 22, 1840. 
The question before the House was the proposi- 


; and the question of its recept 
| table, without debate or farther action thereon. 


tion of Mr. Tuompson of South Carolina to amend 
the rules, by the addition ef the following: 
Resolved, That, upon the presentation of any me- 
morial or petition praying for the abolition of sla- 
very or the slave trade in any District, Territory, 
or State of the Union, and upon the presentation of 
any resolu'ion, or other paper touching that sub- 
ject, the reception of such memorial, petition, reso- 
lation, or paper, shall be considered as objected to, 
ion shall. be laid on the 


And the proposition cf Mr. Apams, as a substi- 
tute for the above, in the following words: 

Resolved, That the following be added to the 
standing ryjes of this House, to be numbered the 
21st: 

“Every petition presented by the Speaker, er by 
any member, with a brief verbal statement of its 
contents, shall be received, unless objection be 
made to its reception for special reason; and when- 
ever objection shall be made to the reception of a 
petition, the name of the member objecting, and 
the reason of the objection, shall be entered upon 
the jeurnal. The question in every such case shall 
be, shall the petition be rejected? and no petition 
shall be rejected but by a majority of the members 
present.” 

Mr. J. W. JONES, by the permission of Mr. 
Apams, reported, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, a bill making appropriations for. the 


: support of the army for, ihe year 1840; which was 
' read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
' Whole House on the state of the Union. x 4 


Mr. J. W. JONES also, by leave, introduced 


| detailed statements accompanying the bill; which 


were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. R. GARLAND inquired the use of order- 
ing any printing, or how it would be done. 

. Mr. J..W. JONES said the object in having it 
ordered now was, that so soon as the order was ta- 
ken for having the printing done, or a printer elected, 
it would be ready to hand over for immediate’ 
execution. 

Mr. J. said that the public service indispensa- 
bly required that the appropriation bills should be. 
considered before the end of March; and it was 
impossible that the members could even inform 
themselves of estimates and other matters 
which they should know, if the printing of these 
bills. and estimates be not provided for; and 
thought it high time that the House should go into 
the consideration of some bills, and, as a neces- 
sary preparatory step to facilitate action on them, 
he would- offer a resolution providing for the 
printing thereof. : a 

Mr. J. then iatroduced his resolution proposing 
to empower the Clerk to have the necessary print- 
ing executed under the same-cond.tiens as those of: 
the res. lution of 1819. : ` . > 

Mr, R. GARLAND said he would not object to 
the resolution of the gentleman if-he would so mo- 
dify it as to authorize the Clerk to have it done 
up n the most moderate terms, aud to apply only 
to the bills and documents now necessary to be 
printed. : te ak ie 

. Mr. JONES said he was willing to modify his 
resolution to make it:apply only to the bills re- 
ported, and-statements aceompanying, ae ; 

iMr:-R. GARLAND objec'ed, without he would. 
congent to all the conditions, : <s- t osoo 

, Mr. JONES said it was impossible; he believed, > 
to adapt any modification: ef his proposition. 10 
meet all the objections of gentlemen ; it. he: açged- - 


ed to shis, there were members ready to urge ot es 


He had modified itso as to cover the ease af; pesem 
necessity, to meet the niéws of the gentleman froma 
Louisiana. He thought it better now to.move P 
suspension of the rules. -.. - 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested to Mr. Jonzsto effect 
his object, to have the necessary prin‘ieg executed, 
that it would be better to move a reconsideration 
of the vote ordering the printing of the bills, and 
then so amend that motion as to authorize the 
Clerk to have said bills and statements printed. It 
would require a majority only to effect that object, 
but would require a vote of two-thirds to suspend 
the rales to effect the same purpose- Mir. B. coa- 
cluded by making the motion to reconsider. 7 

Mr, R. GARLAND objected to any indireot 


manner of appointing Printer. The re<olution 
goes to give the Clerk the power to appoint that 
officer, when it was the duty of the House to do so. 
He was opposed to giving this power to the Clerk, 
unless the modification suggested by him should 
be adopted of giving it to those who would do it on 
the best terms. 

Mr. BRIGGS pressed his motion for reconside- 
ration, but at the suggestion of 
- Mr.J. W. JONES that such motion would not 
be in order, 

Mr. BRIGGS withdrew it. 

Mr.. ADAMS was about preceeding in his re- 
marks, but was appealed to by 

Mr. SARGEANT, who wished to get the con- 
sent of the House to report from the Committee on 
the Judiciary a bill in amendment of the act for 
taking the next census. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected. He had much of 
the business of his constituents unattended to, and 
would not consent to give any right to introduce 
business from other sources, unless all were put on 
the same footing. 

Mr. ADAMS claimed the floor, and proceeded 
in his remarks, not with the view of discussing the 
subject of the petitions, or slavery, or slave trade in 
any form, because it would occupy two much time; 
but to show his objection to the proposition of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Taompson,] 
by which he said it would be impossible to know 
what petitions to receive or what to reject. It was 
impossible, he said, to keep this subject of slavery 
from before the Hotse, no matter what precaution 
gentlemen adoptert for that purpose. It woald ne- 
cessarily come upon other propositions than abo- 
lition petitions. The subject of entering into com- 
mercial relations with Hayti, would bring the whole 
matter up for discussion. He charged the Southern 
gentlemen, who introduced the resolutions to sup- 
press these petitions with all the delay of the public 
business, and for the discussion now going on be- 
fore -the House. It was’ not by his instance 
that this delay was caused, as kad been 
frequently been attributed to him at previons ses- 
sions. He did not believe that if there was a 
proposition before them immediately to aboli-h 
slavery in the District of Columbia, there would 
be found ten to vote for it. He for one Was 
not prepared to go for it, as he had at the pre- 
vious session stated, nor ‘did he believe that his 
friend from Vermont, [Mr. Stapg,] who had so 
ably atlvocated the cause of human rights, was 
prepared to vote for it; he took it for grauted that 
he was not: from his remarks. He thought if gen- 
temen wanted to allay the agitation, they ought to 
introduce such a proposition, and see what vote it 
would get. Mr. A: then examined the character of 
the different propositions before the House, some 
of which were of such a nature, he said, as to sus- 
pend the question of reception of these petitions 
between the earth and heaven, or the earth and 
another place. ` 

He then compared the nature of the proposition 
now before them with that of tne last Session. The 
proposition of last`yëar authorized the reception. 
of Abolition petitions, (at least the Speaner then so 
decided,) but this goes much farther. It proposes to 
make it a permanent rale of the House to operate 
for two sessions, in effect that they shall not ‘be 
received. It was this propesition to which was 
chargeable-‘atl_ the discussion; and he hoped it 
would rot again be laid ‘at the dvors of the Abo- 


litionists; he hoped the day would come when- he’ 


would he enabled: to:give his views at length onthe 
great: question involved, which:-be said would- not 
be oaa petition for tke abolition’ of: slavery in this: 
District, bat on a more impostantsabject.. He ad- 
verted at the same time to the eonireversy going 
on. between four of the States of the:Confederacy, 
which,he said, were now almast on the verge ofa civil 
war.on this. very question, of which the Presidént 
had nat noticed, but which he thought he should 
have brought before them. He charged eg haat 
not to quiet their- fears, if they have any, oy a 
adoption of such a resolution as proposed, joke 
they did, they would be waked from that ys 
by voices more poteat than from the sat : eee 
canaot keep the question out of the n as 
had already heard the merits of slavery ce eni 


134 


in the debates; all that could be said, had been 
said by its friends; but when the question should 
come properly before the House, the laws of na- 
ture, of God, the Declaration of Independence of 
the thirteen original States, would be the ground 
the friends of freedom would take in that House to 
defend. 

Mr. COOPER, of Georgia, said, as one or those 
who hod spoken on the subject, he would correct 
the gentleman in one particular. The gentleman 
asserted that all that could be said had been said in 
defence of slavery. He, for one, had not entered 
at all into the discussion of the subject of slavery, 
bot the constitutional right of property alone. 

Mr. ADAMS again proceeded, by saying that 
the proposition before the House was a small way 
of getting rid of the question, by making a motion 
to receive the petition, and then laying that motion 
on the table. It was unbecoming the general cha- 
racter of the movers, and resembied more the cha- 
racter of the wooden nutmeg of the Yankee trader. 
He knew the proposition must have sprang from 
some other quarter, as those gentlemen who offered 
them, he was confident,were in favor of the rejection 
of the petitions. This was one which would leave 
the question unsettled. He hoped this proposition of 
hanging up did not come from the Yankee land. It 
was impossible to know by this process whether 
that which the petitioners complained of was a 
grievance or not, though it was just and reasonable 

that this inquiry should be first made before dis- 
posing of petitions. It was essential to the ex- 
istence of the Governme®!. 

Mr. A. said the right of petitton wou'd have ex- 
isted as much without that article of the Constitution, 
which secures to the people the right to assemble 
and petition Congress as if it had not bean placed 
there, It was inserted there at the instanee of Vir- 
ginia, to prevent its abridgement by Congress; it 
was a prohibition against its abridgment; it 
was inextricably interwoven with Congress. The 
greatest despot on the earth ess bound to receive 
petitions from the meanest of his subjects; it was a 
pet which was founded on the important nature 
of man, and he was exceedingly sorry to see any 
thing that would abridge it. This resolution, and 
all those moved by Southern gentlemen, whether in- 
tended or not, had that effect. Congress could not 
specify one class of petitiuns, and ray it would not 
Teceive them, without its effect extending to all 
classes; and hence the great danger of adopting the 
Tules proposed. 

Parliamentary precedents had been referred to 
as a justification by this House for the rejection of 
Abolition petitions. He knew of only two prece- 
dents of the British Parliament; and these were, 
that that body had undertaken to reject petitions 
against high taxes. The petition against the stamp 
act had been rejected by the application of the 
very principles contended for on that floor. These 
are the precedents which can be adduced to prove 
that Congress has a right to reject petitions, He 
thonght Parliament had much stronger authority 
for rejecting those petitions than that House had 
for these proposed. 

Mr. A. then examined the eonstitutional right 
to assemble and petition Congress for ess of 
grievances, which, he said, (notwithstanding they 
had the right to refuse to 1eceive those which were 
offensive in their character and insulting to that 
body,) left no discretion to reject; if it did, its re- 
ception would ultimately depend upon whether the 
petitioners belonged to the party of the majority 
or minority in that House. 

Mr. A. said he would not thank any gentleman 
to. vote for the reception of a petition, without 
agreeing to consider it, for with him the right of 
petition consisted in its reception and consideration. 
To receive, and hear, and consider, when presented 
decently, and containing no matter offensive to the 
House, was what that right consisted in. 

He then read an article in suppoit of the above 
opinion, showing that this constituted the right in 
the British House of Commons. 

He thought the House of Representatives of a 
great pation ought to deal more candidly and 
openly with this mattér—that to act in the manner 
proposed was unworthy of this mighty nation. 


b 


b 


: thought 
i bring the whole question before the House, 
aod that it would be better to meet it now. | 


CONGRESSION AL GLOBE. 


on between the Governors of Virginia and New 
York, and Georgia and Maine, in which this very 
question was involved. They discuss it with abili- 


| ty, but the Governor of Virginia has already 


t principles if the point | 
threatened ee aid | | to the alleged facts that—Istly. 


he is contending for be not yielded to him. He 
this controversy would ultimately 


If the cour-e proposed now be pe'sisted in, it would 
lead this country to a civil war; 
was for having all said that could bs said on both 
sides, and then come to such a compromise as would 
be mutually acquiesced in. The discussion had 


been tully entered iato in the convention, befcre the . 


Constitation; and the parties there 
came together, and have been kept together for up- 
wards of fifty years. They could not bring the 
people of the North to terms, or convert them by 
the course proposed to be pursued. When they 
hould come toa question of war, the friends of 
the North would stand up to their rights as well as 
the South. When their institutions are threatened 
with violence, he hoped they would defend them in 


adoption of the 


to avoid which, he . 


the best way possible; but as it was not the case — 


now, he would invite the South to reason with the 
North upon this question. Mr. A. said he was 


į more opposed to this proposition than that of last | 


year, because it is proposed to make it a perma- 
nent law of the House. Some of the petitions are 
addressed to the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, but by the operation of the proposed rule, it 
would neither receive the petition, or allow the 
petitioner the right to withdraw, and present it to 
the other body. 

Mr. A. then made some remarks in favor of his 
own proposition, which makes it the duty tore- 
ceive all petitions, except by objection for special 
reasons, which shall be decided by the vote ofa 
majority. It does not specify in what manner they 


shall be disposed of. All he wanted was, that the | 


great right of petition should be acknowledged. 
He was unwilling to admit the right ef the House 
to reject, without the reasons should be given for 
it and ‘entered on the journal. Soch a course 
would prevent any objections to these petitions in 
fature, asd entirely allay ‘all excitement opon the 
subject. i 

Mr. ALFORD then obtained the floor, and dis- 


cussed at length the great constitutional principles | 
involved in this question, defended the rigats of | 


the South, and defined his political position with 
reference to the approaching Presidential contest. 
The lateness of the hour prevents the Reporters 
from giving a brief synopsis of his views. His 
speech will te published at length hereafier. 

Mr. HUNT having obtained the floor, said that 
it was his intention to make afew brief remarks, 


but as he was then laboring under a slight indis- © 


position, he woul! ask the Heuse, as a personal 
favor, to consent tø a motion of adjournment. 

The motion being made, . ` 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays, 
which, being ordered, were—yeas 85, nays 94. So 
the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. HAND said he had voted ag inst the ad- 


journment, with a view of asking the House to en- || 
tertain a proposition he wished to present, the obe | 


mation, which had reached his Government in 
Engiand, and more recent intelligence received by 
himself {rom the authorities of the Province of 
New Brunswick, had made it his duty to call the 
attention of the Government of the United States, 
The armed posse 
| stationed by the State of Maine, for the protection 
of the public pr perty in the disputed territory, had 
extended its operation, and its armed cccupation of 
the country along the whole way from the valley 
of the Restook to the mouth of Fish river, into the 
valley of St. John, and thas into a portion of the 
Madawaska setilements. 2dly. That the esta- 
| blishments formed by persons composing the armed 

parties, on the banks both cf the Restook and the 

Fish river, had assumed an aspect and character 

decidedly military, and more representing a per- 

manent national possession of the country, than 
could be required in the civil posse of a land agent, 
temporarily occupying it for the sole purpose of 
preventing trespasses. That those establishments 
were fortified with entrenchments and cannon, and 
garrisoned by a number of armed men, far greater 

than the occasion would warrant. 3ily. That a 

permanent State road is being constructed, leading 

into the valley of the Restook, and from thence on 

the south side of the St. Johns, to the Fish river; 

the object of which is to connect those portions of 
| the disputed territory, with the towns of Augusta 
and Bangor, and other acknowledged parts of the 
the State of Maine. . 4thly. That, moreover, land 
surveyors, acting under the authority of the State, 
are employed in marking out lo's and townships 
within the same po:tion of the disputed territory; 
and that sales of lands are being made, with deeds 
regularly drawn under the authority of Maine. 

The British minister protesting in the name of 
| his Government, against acts’ of encroachment on 
| the pait of the people of Maine, as being at vari- 
ance with the agreements entered into in the month 
of February last, first between him and the Secre- 
tary of State at Washington, and subsequently, by 
your Excellency, the Governor of New Brunswick, 
and Major General Scott, for the purpose of avert- 
ing the danger of local collision on the frontier, 
pending the final settlement of the boundary ques- 
tion between the two Governments, thinks that the 
establishment, in the meantime, of the new inte- 
rests, and the growing up, as it were, of new pro- 
prietary claims upon the lands yet in dispute, 
which are likely to be the result of the acts referred’ 
to, may end by embarrassing the action of both 
Governments. 

In support of this opinion, Mr. Fox states that a’ 
similar reasoning was held cn the part of the 
Unied States, when, in the year 1837, this Go- 


vernment remonstrated against an alleged act, or’ 
:| design rather, of encroachment of a less objec- 
tionable character than the operations to which he 
. refers, namely, the survey of a projected line of 

railroad from Quebec to St. Andrews, patsing 


| through a part of the disputed ter itory, and he 
© adds that, for the preservation of peace between 


ject of which was to consider all other petitions | 


having no connection with the preseat subjett. 
After some debate of a conversational charac- 
ter, several members here stated that they did Wot 


know that Mr.. Hunt was laboring under indispo- ` 


sition, or they would not have voted against the ad- 
jourament,‘and remarked. that they would consent 
to an adjournment. ‘ 

‘Mr. MONROE ‘renewed the motion to adjourn, 
which was carried. Py . 


IN SENATE, 
` Prorspay, January 23, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, in compliance with the 
resolution of the Senate of the 17th inst. a portion 
of which was read, as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Nevember 6, 1839. 
Sir: The British Minister, in a note addres ed on 


` Mr. A. here adverted to the eontroversy going the 2d instant, to this Department, states that infor- 


| 


; the people cn both sides, and of good will between’ 
| the wo nations, such acts as those complained of, 
| ought to be desisted from, and the existing arrange- 
| ments observed in good faith. 
| The President, to whom Mr. Fox’s no'e has 
| been communicated, has directed me to express to’ 
you his anxious desire, that no occasion should be 
permitted to call in question, the faithfal obser! 
vance by the Governments of the United States and 
| Maine, of the arrangements referred to, a senti- 
‘| ment in which he is confident ‘your Excellency will 
i; freely concur, and toreqnest that you will transmit 
to this Department, such information as may be in” 
| possession of the Government of Maine, in relation’ 
‘| to the acts'referred to, in order that an appropriate 
‘| answer may soon be returned to Mr. Fox's com- 
i munication, — I have the honor to be, &c. ke. 
Pay! A. VAIL, Acting Secretary. 
His Excellency Jonn FAIRFIELD, 
Governor of the State of Maine. 


The Governor of Maine to the Acting Secretary of 
State. : 
_ Executive Departmenr, 
. Saco, November 21, 1839. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
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near the boom, and are armed with muskets. If 
this assumes “an aspect and character,” in the 
eyes of our provincial neighbors “decidedly mili- 
tary,” we hope it is not formidable enough to 
create any alarm. But whether it is a force more 
than sufficient to protect the public property of the 
State from numerous bands of lawless men, grown 
desperate by being deprived of their accustomed 
plunder, and over whom their own Government 
seems heretofore to have had but little control, is a 
question which this State must be permitted to de- 
cide for itself. In such a case it would be degra- 
ding to consent that limits should be prescribed by 
any power whatever. If the right to protect our 
territory from invasion, and the public property 
from plunder, be clear and undeniable, no less so 
is the choice of means for carrying that right into 
effect. 

Upon the Aroostook a large number of men 
have been employed. A boom has been extended 
across the river—a fortification of hewn timber 
erected near it—and a blockhouse and a few other 
more temporary buildings ss up. The men sta- 
tioned at what is called the Fort, say twenty-five or 
thirty in number, are armed with muskets, and I 
! The enterprise was successful. Their || believe they have also two small pieces of artillery. 
tamps weré breketi up, some of the trespassers The remainder, say one hundred to one hundred 
drivén off, and a few, with their teams, were and twenty-five, have been engaged for the most 
brought out to the settlement on the Aroostook, || part in opening roads for summer as well as winter 


though subsequently released. Thé land agent, || commatication, and preparing facilities for sup- 
deeming his work but half accomplished, again || plying the posse. How far these proceedings far- 
seat a small force, of about the same number of nish ground for the complaints of the British Go- 
men as composed the first party, to the mouth of || verament, you will judge. That any preparations 
Fish river, to extend a boom across it to prevent short of them woald have been insufficient to pro- 
the timber; which Bod been cat by the trespassers, tect the public property, to me seems to be clear. 
Déitig dfiven ott into the St. Johns; and to pre- At all events, the complaint at the extent of this 
vent further depredations by cutting. That force force, was hardly to have been expected from the 
bas remained there until the present tidiej and British Government just at this moment, when a 
has, I believe, been signally successful in accom- || few days only have elapsed since some fifty of its 
pliphiog tbe objects of the expedition. own subjectä, bearing the Queen’s arms, and other- 

is firdceeding violates no stipalation ever en- || wise suitably equipped, headed by a veleran militia 
tered into by the authorities of this State. In no || captain, madean assault in the dead of nigat upon 
proper sense can the Madawaska settlements be || that very force which is now described as “ gieater 

id to include the territory as far west as Fish || than the occasion would warrant.” 
river, upon either side of the St. Johns, it being No better justification is needed for the course 
a distance of some twenty-five miles above it, and which has been pursued by Maine, especially in 
thè two tiot being conneeted by continuous occupa- regard to the force employed, than a reference to 
tions or settlements. But, supposing the Fish rie || this case. Nor is the force of the circumstance 
ver territory to be a part of the Madawaska settle- || dimini-hed by the fact, that this attack was 1e- 
ments, even then, I maintain, there has been no in- pulsed by the firing of bat one gun; fora disposi- 
pem of the stipulations on the part of this || tion is manifested which may not always exhibit 

iate, réferred to by Mr. Fox. In that arrange- itself in so harmless & manner. Again, the com- 
ment, negotiated through the agéacy of General || plaintat our ‘ establishments upon the disputed 
Seott, the right was not relinquished, On ihe part || territory forufied with entrenchments and eapnon,” 
of this Sate, of going any where upon the dis- || would seem to come with but little show of con- 
territory with an armed posse for the parpose || sistency from the British Government, when it bas 
of protecting the timber then recently cut, and to || just completed most extensive and permanent bar- 
prevent further depredations; but such right was || racks upon the same territory, norih of the St. 
expressly reserved, or rather the intention of exer- || Johans and is io the habit of transporting troops 
Gising it was distinctly avowed. and munitions of war over it at their pleasure. 

Bo far as I am informed, the atmed posse have The third allegation is, “ that a permanent State 
confined their operations to the objects before stated, || road is being constructed, leading in'o the valley 
and have given no jast canse of ecmplaint, unless || of the Arcostook, and from thence, on the south 
tie prohibiticg Colonel McLaugh'in, the provincial {| side of the S'. J obns to the Fish river, the object 
land agent, from driving timber down the St. Johns of which is to connect these portions of the dis- 
inte the province of New Brunswick, constitutes || puted terrilorry with the towns of Augusta and 
such cause. And, in regard to this, I must be per- Bangor, and other acknowledged parts of the State 
mitted to say that the authorities of Maine cam see of Maine.” 
no reason for making a distinction between persons That a road commencing near Mattawamkeag 
attempting to drive our timber from the State into point, in the coun'y of Penobscot, extending to the 
a foreign jurisdiction, whatever may be the pre- ‘Aroostook river, and thenee on to the mouth of 
tenoe set up. i Fish river, upon the St. Johns, is in process of con- 

Secondly, it is alleged “that the establishments || straction, and is even now passable the whole way 
formed by persons composing the armed parties on || with some vehicles, is certainly true. | Bat it is not 
the banks, both of the Restook and the Fish rivet, || pereceived|why,at this particalartime, itshould bere- 
had assumed an aspect and character more decided- || garded asacause ofcomplaint. This is no new thing. 
ly military and more resembling a permanent na- || An appropriation for tbis road was made by the Le- , 
tional possession of the country than could be re- || gislature of this State, a8 early as 1826; from which 
quired in the eivil posse of a land agent tempora- time it bas steadily progressed, and in another 


raril ing i - zobably, will. be nearly if not quite, com- 
ily occupying it for the sole purpose of prevent year, p Js nothing of pies á dventages anti- 


has in any way been a party, or for the purpose of 
gaining an additional extent of possession; but is 
the exercise of a lawful right over that portion of 
the territory to which we have not only the legal 
title, but over which we have ever had possession 
and jurisdiction. - 

But again, may I not inquire with what pr- 
priety and consistency this complaint is made on 
the part of Great Britain, when she has herself 
constructed a permanent railroad over a large part 
of the territory north of the St. Johns, which, it is 
understood, was very thoroughly repaired the pre- 
sent season, and over which her subjects are con- 
stantly passing. 

The last allegation is, “that land surveyors, act- 
ing under the authority of the State, are employed 
in markiog out lots and townships within the same 
portion of the disputed territory, and that sales of 
land are being made with deeds regularly drawn 
under the authority of Maine.” 

That Maine is now managing, in the particulars 
mentioned, these lands upon the Aroostook, and 
those south of the St. Johns, in the same manner 
that she has been accustomed to since her separa- 
tion from Massachusetts, and as that State ma- 
naged them prior to that period, is true. For the 
last thirty years we have been occasionally survey- . 
ing and lotting these lands, granting them for lite- 
rary, charitable, and religious purposes, and selling 
in ‘small lots to actual settlers. And has this 
boundary question so far advanced, it may be 
asked, that we cannot now do, without a remon- 
strance on the part of the British Government, 
what we have been so long in the habit of doing ? 
Has the almost isterminable negotiations—all the 
efforts that have been put forth—all the events that 
have occurred—especially th e exciting events of 
the last year—but served to weaken our title, 
diminish our rights, and curtail our privileges ? 
Sure I am that Maine will not readily adopt such 
a view, or quietly yield to its consequences. 
has been indulging the hope that some progres | 
made towards an acknowledgment of her rights, . 
and the acquisition of her property had been made, - 
and I am well persuaded she bas no disposition, at _ 
the present time, to make apy retrograde move- 
ment. Diay o 
In compliauce with your request, I have now. 
communicated the facts upon which the complaints: 
of the British Government are.supposed to be 
' founded. In doing it, and in the accompanying 
remarks, I have had no intention or desire of pro- 
ducing irritation, or adding, in any degree, to the 
excilement already existing. This subject is far 
too momentous, and too nearly involves the peace . 
of the countries interested, to justify any remarks 
founded in passion or feeling. But itis due to the 
State, whose organ, upon this occasion, I am, as 
well as to the whole country, to speak plainly, and 
without disguise. And, under this solemn impres- 
sion, I must say, that Maine, in my opinion, has 
done nothing which she was not fully justified in 
doing, and nothing which she will not be ready to 
defend with her best powers. And further, that 
though she bas not yet taken military possission of 
the disputed territory, a continued disposition, oD 
the part of the British Government, to delay a set- . 
tlement of the boundary question, will not fail, in 
my opinion, to induce such a step, whatever may 
be the consequences, should she not be relieved 
from that responsibility by the action of the Gene- 
ral Government. . 

With the most earnest desire fora just, peacefal, 

and speedy settlement of the question, I have the 

honor to subscribe myself, with high respect, your 

most obedient servant, 
= JOHN FAIRFIELD, 

: Governor of Maine. 


A. Vai, E:q. Acting Secretary of State. 
Thé Governor of Maine to the President of the United 


ceipt of your communication of the 6h instant, re- 
citing ceriain complaints that have been made by 
the British Government, through its Minister Mr: 
Fox, of the authorities of this State for certain al- 
leged proceedings on the part of the latter, in rela- 
tion to “the disputed territery;” and I lose no time 
ia complying with the request ‘‘to transmit such 
information as may be ia the possession of the 
Government of Maine in relation to the acts re- 
ferred to, in order that an appropriate answer may 
soon be returned to Mr. Fox’s communication.” 

The first complaint is, “that the armed posse 
stationed by the State of Maine for the protection 
of the public property in the disputed territory, 
advancing beyond the stipulated limits, has ex- 
tended its occupation of the country along the 
whole way from the va ley of the Restook to the 
mouth of Fish river into the valley of the St. Johns, 
aad thas into a portion of the Madawaska settle- 
mente.” 

This complaint is probably founded upon the 
following facts: Early last spring, the land agent 
of the State sent a small force, consisting of some 
twenty-five men, to Fish river, to disperse a band 
of trespassers understood tobe operating at that 


ing trespasses. That these establishments were pleted. To say.noth : anta kh 
fortified with entrenchments and cannon, and gar- cipated from it, it 18 manifest that it will afford es. 

iliti i Maine, Execorivs DEPARTMENT, - 
risoned by anumber of armed men far greater than reat facilities for preventing trespasses upon STATE or ; m 
the Secara would Sarrant? j fa publie lands; and indeed, I may say that Augusta, December 23, 18 


“Sin. It having been reported to me that a large 
number of British troops had b en stationed n 
Temiscouata lake, in the disputed jenom f 
seeing extracts from the provincial pape a 
matory of these reports, I deemed it prop 


Tha part oe z i upon the streams emptying high 
party at Fish river, as before stated, is com- trespassing up cannot be prevented 


of abont twenty-five men—not militia or sol- jj ap upon the St. Johns, ¢ Á 
diers, but hired laborers. A boom has by them without such & road. This, therefore, is no 
been thrown across the river to stop the timber in || new proje t, got up m violation of e 
its passage down. They have erected a þ'ockhouse || pulation oF understanding, to which this tate 
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ply directly to the Lieutenant Governor of the Pro- 
wince of New Bronswiek, which [ did by letter of 
the 12th instant, to ascertain whether these repor's 
were well founded or not. 
of December 19th, I received yesterday, while on 


my way to this place. My leiter and the reply are | 
both herewith enclosed. It will be perceived that | 


two companies of British troops have actually been 
marched into the disputed territory, and sta'ioned 
at the Temiscouata lake, where it is well known 
extensive barracks had been previously erected. 


This is clearly a violation of the spirit of the agree- |, 
' referred to this Department. 


ment entered into between the Lieutenant Governor 


of New Brunswick and myself in March last, | 
' tion by British troops of a portion of the disputed 


though the orders have been issued by the Go- 
vernor of Lower Canada. I submit, also, whether 
the contingency contemplated by the act of Con- 
gress of March 3, 1839, has not occurred; whether 


the facts do not elearly show an invasion of the || 


State of Maine, which the Executive Government 
of the United States, under the directions of the act 


aforesaid, as well as under the obligations of the | 


Constitution, is bound to repel. 

I may add, that 1 am well informed that the Bri- 
tish Government is also erecting barracks upon 
both sides of the St. Johns, near the mouth of the 
Madawaska river, and that troops are concen- 
trating at Grand Falls. Under all these circum- 
stances, I deem it to be my duty to call upon the 
Government of the United States for that protec- 
tion of this State from invasion, gaarantied to her 
in the Constitution. : 

‘With the highest respect, I am, sir, your most 
obedient servant, JOHN FAIRFIELD, 

j Governor of Maine. 
His Excellency Marri Van BUREN, 
President of the United States. 


Execotive DrerarTmMert 
Saco, December 12, is39. 
Em: Having reen in the public prints extracts 
from some of the provincial papers, stating that 


two regiments of British troops had been stationed | 


at Temiscouata lake in the d'sputed territory, I 
have been induced to inquire of your Excellency 
whether there be any foundation for these reports. 
A movement so elearly in violation of the arrange- 


ment efitéred into through the mediation of General | 


Séott, T shall not permit myself to believe your 
Excellency would make, without stronger evidence 
than a newspaper paragraph. 

The extreme sensitiveness of the public mind 
upon this subject, I trast your Excellency will per- 
corres affords additional reasons for an early expla- 

jon. 

Thave the honor to be, with high respect 
Excellency’s obedient servant, sla T EA 


JOHN FAIRFIELD, `| 


, Governor of Maine. 
His Exc’y Maj. Gen. Sir Jonn Harvey, 
Lieut, Governor, Province of New Brunswick. 


mand 


Goveanment House, 
Frederickton, N. B. Dee 19, 1839. 


Sim: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, | 


this day, of your Exce 
ae y cellency’s letter of the 12th 
atever movements of troops may have t 

place on the side of Lower Capaine have si 
made by authority superior to mine, but I appre- 
hend they have consisted, not of two regiments, but of 
one or two componics, (as small a detachment as can 
well be made to so great a. distance, consistently 
with the maintenance of a due degree of discipline,) 


for the proteetion of certaia buildi c 
been constructed for the better accon which have 


upper and lower provinces, and of the previsi 
stores, and other public property iere deponiied. 
A copy of your Exceilency’s letter shall be trans- 
mitted by me to the authorities in Canada, who. I 
can assure your Exogitency, are as anxious as [ 
am that the Spirit as well as the letter of the agrea- 
ment entered into between your Excellency and 
has f, under the mediation of Ger. Seon. n 
pene aa, should be scrupulously observed on 


part 


His answer, under date | 


ee 


3 the better accommodation of | 
her Majesty’s troops on their march between the . 
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I have the honor to be, with high respect, your 
Excellency’s most obedieat humble servant, 
J. HARVEY, 
Maj. Gen. Lt. Gov. New Brunswick. 
His Excellency Gov. FaRFIELD, 
Saco, Siate of Maine. 


Secretary of Slate to the Governor of Maine. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, January 2, 1840. 
Bia: Your letter of the 23d ultimo, to the Presi- 
dent, has, with its enclosures, been received and 
The information 
herein contained, respecting the alleged occupa- 


territory, had before reached him from another 
quarter, and, by his direction, had immediately 
been made the subject of representations from this 
Department to the British Minister, accompanied 
by a request that he would communicate such in- 
formation in relation to the subject as Le might have 
in his possession, or could obtain from the British 
colonial authcrities. Presuming that the desired 


information is to be procured from the last men- | 


tioned source, sufficient time has not yet been af- 
forded for that purpose; but I am instructed by the 
President to state, that so soon as an answer is re- 
ceived from the British Minister, its parport shall 
be commanicated to your Excellency. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your Excel- 


lency’s obedient servant, l 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
His Excellency Jonn FamPiELD, ' 
Governcr of Maine. 


Mr, Fox to Mr. Forsyth.. 
Wasninaton, November 2, 1839. 

Information which has been reported to her Bri- 
tannic Majesty’s Government in England, and 
more recent intelligence which has been conveyed 
to the undersigned by the British authorities in she 
Prov.ce of New Brunswick, make it the daty of the 
undersigned, her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister Pienipotentiary, to call 
the immediate and serious atiention of the Govern- 
ment of the United States to the extensive and un- 
serupulous (although it is to be hoped and believed 


the unauthorized) acts of encroachment. which. 


con'inne to be carried on by the people of the Siate 
of Maine, within the line of the disputed territory. 

It is unnecessary here to recapitulate the terms 
of the several agreements which were entered into 
in the months of February and March last, first 
between the Secretary of State of the Un ted States 
and the undersigned, at Washington, and after- 
ward between the Lieutenant Governor of New 
Branswick, the Governor of Maine, and Major 
General Scott, of the United States army, for the 
purpose of averting the danger of local collis‘on 
upon the frontier, pending the final seulement of 
the boundary question between the Government of 
Great Brita'n and the United States. The terms 
of those agreements, and their true intent and 
meaning, are sufficiently well known. _ Her Ma- 
jesty’s authorities have, on their part, nat only 
scrupulously adhered to the leiter and spirit of the 
engagements teferred to, but they have been de- 
sirous upon every occasion of interpreting in the 
most frank and liberal manner any point upon 
which a doubt or cavil could arise. 


The undersigned, however, regrets to say that 


the seme correct and scrupulous observance has © 


not marked the conduct of the people of Maine, or 
that of the subordinate officers 
vernmerit of the State. 


‘The armed posse from the State ef Maine, 
which it was agreed upon ' should bë allowed to re- 
main.in the d:sputed territory “within certain limits, 
for the purpose of ‘ guarding thé timber upon the 
disputed fands from waste and spohation, has al- 
ready advanced, it appears, far beyond those lim- 
Us, extending its operations, and its armed occupa- 
tion of the country, along the whole way from the 
valley of the Restook to the mouth of the Fish river, 
into the valley of the upper St. Johns, and thus 
into a portion of the Madawaska settlements. All 
this is clearly at variance with the terms and spirit 
of the engagements signed by the Governor of 


employed by the Go- | 


' the Fish river, 


Maine, under the sanction and guarantee of Gen. 


Scott. : 
The establishments, also, which have been form- 


the persons compos ng the armed parties, on 
tanks bot of the Restook and of the Fish river 
have assumed an aspect aud charactor more deci- 
dedly military, and more rezembling a permanent 
national possession of the country, than can be 
either required or justified in the civil posse of a 
land agent, holding, for the sole purpose of pre- 
venting trespasses, the temporary occupation of a 
district which is claimed by two parties, and the 
title to which is not yet settled between them. 
These establishments or stations are fortified with 
entrenchments aad with cannon; and the number 


! of armed men composing their garrisons is far great- 


er than the occasion can warrant. A permanent 
State road is also being corstructed from the fron- 
tier of Maine into the valley of the Restook, and 
from thence on the south side of the St. Johas to 
the object of which road is to.con- 
nect those portions of the disputed territory with 
thetowns of Augusta and Bangor, and other ac- 
knowledged parts of the State of Maine. ; 

It moreover appears that land surveyors, acting 


i under the authority of the Siate of Maine, are em- 


ployed in marking out lots and townships within 
the aforesaid portion of the disputed territory; and 
that sales of lands are being made, with deeds re- 
gularly drawn under the authority of the State, as 
if those lands, lying within a region which her Ma- 
jeaty’s Government confidently claims to be a right- 
ful possession of the British crown, formed, on the 
contrary, a recognised part of the public domain of 
the State of Maine. 

It is true that the present course of encroach- 
ment, and the wrong‘ul cocapation of the land by 
the citizens of Maine, whether acting as unaatho- 
rised individuals, or with the sanction of the auiho- 
rities of the State, cannot in any way place in 
jeopardy the eventual rights of Great Britain, for 
whatever shall be the line of boundary between her 
Majesty’s possessions and the Republic of the 
United States, definitely recognised and decided 
upon by the two Governments, either through the 
attainment of the true line of the treaty of 1783, or 
through the adoption of a conventional line, her 
Majesty’s Government will have to rely upon the 


Federal Government of the United States, ia.con-.,. 


junction with the Government of her Majesty, to 
assert and carry out the decision, whatever may be, 
the views and pretensions of the inhabitants of the 
State of Maine notwithstanding. 

But it is evident that the establishment, in the 
mean time, of new interests, and the growing up, 


as it were, of new proprietary claims upon the . 
lands which are yet in dispute, may end by em-, . 


barrassing the action of both Governments; of the. 
Government to whom the district shall be finally 


allotted, and of the Government which will be . 


called upon definitely to relinquish it. 
Lhe same argument has been held, and the same 


principle has been contended for, by the Govern- , 


ment of the United States no less than by the 
Government of Great Britain. 


It will be in the , 


immediate recollection of the Government of the . 


United States, that when, in the year 1837, an al- — 


leged act, or design rather, of encroachment, of-a | 
far less direct or objectionable character, than the , 
operations referred to in the present note, namely, | 


the survey of a projected. line of railroad from. | 


Quebec to St. Andrews, passing through a part of . 


the disputed territory, was complained of andre- ' 


meostzated against by the: President, her Majesty's 


Goverament immediately consenfed to order that. 
survey-to be relinquished. The undersigned can- 


not doubt but that the Gorernment of the United 


States will now, on their part, be guided by a ` 


timilar and reciprocal disposition. 
The undersigned, therefore, while protesting, in 


the first place, formally, in the name of his Go- . 


vernment, against the acts of encroachment by the 
people of Maine, above enumerated and complain- 


ed of, urgently, also, and for the ends of peace and . 


good will, appeals to the Government of the Uni- 
ted States to cause those acts of encroachment to 
be desisted from, in order that whenever a practi- 
cal adjustment of the line of boundary shall be ob- 
tained, no minor or incidental occasions of dispute 
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may remain to obstruct that final and friendly set- 
tlement of the controversy, which the undersigned 
feels persuaded it is the equally earnest desire of 
both Governments to accomplish. 

' The undersigned avails himself of this oecasion 
to renew to the Secretary of State of the United 
States the assurance of his distinguished considera- 
tion. H.S. Fox. 

Hon. Joun Forsytu, & &c. &e. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
‘DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
Washington, December 24, 1839. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the Uni- 
-ted States, having, in pursuance of directions from 
the President, requested the Governor of Maine to 
communicate to him such information as might be 
ia his possesion in relation to a complaint preferred 
by Mr. Fox, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of Great Britain, ina note dated 
the 2d ultimo, of alleged encroachments on the 
part of the State of Maine upon the territory in 
dispute on the Northeastern frontier of the United 
States, is enabled, by a recent communication from 
the Governor of the State, to lay before Mr. Fox, 
for the information of his Government, the follow- 
ing statem*nts and observations: 

With reference to the first ground of complaint, 
the undersigned is informed that, early last spring, 
the land agent of Maine despatched a small force, 
consisting of about twenty-five men, to Fish river, 
for the purpese of dispersing a band of trespassers 
understood to have been operating at that place, in 
consequence of which the trespassers’ camps were 
broken up, some of them driven off, and a few, 
with their teams, brought to the settlement on the 
Aroostook, but subsequently released: that the land 
agent, in further pursuance of what he deemed his 
daty, again sent a party of about the same number 
of mento the mouth of Fish river, to extend a 
beom across it, in order to prevent the timber, 
which had been cut by the trespassers, from being 
driven outinto the St. Johns, and to hinder farther 
depredations by cutting. The object of the expe- 
dition had been accomplished, and the party re- 
mained on the ground, at the date of the Governor’s 
commanication. 

So far the ucdersigned is unable to perceive that’ 
any thing has been done by the people of Maine, 
in any way contravening the spirit of the agree- 
ment entered into with Mr. Fox, or that of the ar- 
rangement proposed by General Scott, and sub- 
scribed to by the authorities of Maine and New 
Brunswick. In the first place, the territory contigu- 
ous to the month of the Fish river, on either side of 
the St. Juhns, can, in no proper sense, be con- 
sidered as 
ment. It is distant some twenty-five miles above 
it, and the two points are not connected by any 
continuous occupations or settlements of the coun- 
T But even if the point referred to formed part 
of the Madawaska seitlement, the agreement of the 
27th of February stipulated that, in the event of 
necessity for dispersing notorious trespassers, or 
prétecting pablic property from depredation, by 
armed force, the operation would be conducted 
jointly or separately, according to agreements be- 
tween the Governments of Maine and New Bruns- 
wick. Under such an agreement, negotiated 
through the agency of Geserai Scott, the Governor 
of Maine was to mainiain within the disputed ter- 
ritory, under, a jand agést, a small civil posse, 
armed or unarmed, to protect the. timber recently 
cat, and to prevent farther depredations, without 


any limitation as to the sphere of its operation with- 
in the bounds of the disputed territory. - T'o the al-., 


tainment of those ends, the action of the parties 
detached by the Maine land agent appears, so far. 
as the undersigned is informed, 
strictly éonfined. l . 

-As tothe military aspect and character alleged 
by Mr. Fox to have been assumed by the parties 
on the Restook and Fish rivers, it appears that 
those despatched to the tast mentioned points, 
composed, as stated, each of about twenty-five men, 
neither militia nor soldiers, but hired laborers, 
were, it is true, armed with muskets, and had ex- 
tended a boom across the river, and erected a block- 
house for its protection and their own against the 


included in the Madawaska settle- 


to have been, 


numercus bands of lawless men, grown desperate 
by being deprived of their accustomed plunder, and 
over whom her Majesty’s authorities appear to have 
exercised but little control. Such measures of pre- 
caution cannot but be regarded as dictated by pru- 
dential motives, if not by the necessity ef the case, 
and the fitness and extent of the preparation, ap- 
pear to the undersigned questions which could not 
understandingly be discussed away from the scene 
of action, and which, of necessily, can only he 
properly decided by those persons whose safety 
was to be secured. 

Upon the Aroostook, which has been the pivot 
of the operations of the land agent’s posse, a 
larger number of men has been employed. They 
have also extended ja boom across the river, and 
erected near it a fortification of hewn timber, and 
a few other more temporary buildings. The twenty- 
five or thirty men stationed there,are likewise armed 
with muskets, and, it is believed, have also two 
small pieces of artillery. The remainder, about 
one hundred and twenty-five, have, for the most 
part, been engaged in opening roads for summer, 
as well as for winter, communications, and in pre- 
paring facilities for supplying the posse. Any pre- 
parations sh:rt of these, would, it is stated, have 
been insufficient to protect the public property: and 
the authorities of Maine cannot repress a senti- 
ment of surprise, that these should now be made a 
subject of complaint, when, but a short time since, 
the establishment was assaulted by a party of some 
fifty men, suitably equipped, commanded by a cap- 
tain of militia, and bearing the Queen’s arms, in 
the repulsion of which the occupants displayed a 
spirit of forbearance and moderation sufficiently in 
harmony with the avowed and sole object of their 
occupa'ion of the territory; and that surprise is in 
no way diminished by the fact that the agents of 
the British Government have just completed ex- 
tensive and permanent barracks on the same terri- 
tory, north of the St. Jchns, and are in the habit 
of transporting troops and munitions of war over 
it at their convenience. 

The construction of the road leading into the 
valley of the Aroostook, would not, it is appre- 
hended, have been deemed, at this time, a just 
cause of complaint, had Mr. Fox adverted to the 
fact that the work was commenced as long ago 
as 1826, under an appropriation by the Legisla- 
tare of the State of Maine, and that from that time 
it has steadly advanced, so that another year will 
probably see it completed, from near Mattawam- 
keag Point, in the county of Penobscot, to the 
Aroostook river, and thence to the mouth of Fish 
river, on the St. Johns. It is, therefore, no new 
project, conflicting with any existing arrangement, 
nor with any understanding to which the State of 
Maine has become a party, but the exercise of a 
lawful right over a portion of the territory in dis- 
pute, of and over which it ever has had possession 
and jurisdiction. To say nothing of other advan- 
tages anticipated ‘from the completion of the road, 
it will afford great facilities for preventing tres- 
passes upon the public lands; and, indeed, it is con- 
sidered that trespassing upon the streams emp- 
tying high up upon the St. Johns, cannot be pre- 
vented without such a road. 

The Governor of Maine considers, that, in carry- 
ing on the work referred to, the State has done no 
more that is inconsistent with the respective rights 
of the parties, than have the authorities of her 
Majesty’s province, in constructing, and, recently, 
as it is understood, in thoroughly repairing a per- 
manent mail road over a large portion of the terri- 
tory north of the St. Johas. 

The last allegation in Mr. Fox’s note, forming 
acause of complaint against the State of Maine 


relates to her management of the lands upon the - 


Aroostook. In this particular, the undersigned is 
enabled to observe that the proceedings complain- 
ed of differ, in no way, from those which Maine, 
since her separation from Massachusetts, and the 
last named State previously to it, have ever pnr- 
sued in regard to the public lands. Fr the last 
thirty years the State has been occasionally sur- 
veying and lotting those lands, granting them for 
literary, charitable, and religious purposes, and 
selling them in small lots to actual settlers. Of this 
right, so long exercised, Maine alleges that she bas 


done nothing to divest herself, and. that the dis- 
cussions and negotiations upon the Maine ques- 
tion of bcundary could not have had the effect of 
weakening her title to rights she had so long teen 
in the habit of enjoying. 

It is with no little surprise that, in the face of the 
complaints, which form the subject of Mr. Fox's 
note, the President has received intelligence 
of her Majesty’s colonial authorities having 
recently stationed a regiment of regula: troops, 
part at the north, and part at the south end of 
Lake Temiscoua‘a and of her Majesty’s forces 
having commenced building barracks on both sides 
of the St. Johns, at its conduence with the Mada- 
waska. Such proceedings on the part of the agents 
of the Briti:h -Government would, if true, consti- 
tute such a flagrant contravention to the existing 
understanding between the parties, that the Pre- 
sident cannot but hope that the report which has 
reached him of the occupation referred to, is 
founded upon incorrect information. 

The undersigned requests that Mr. Fox will 
communicate to him such information, if any, as 
he may have in his possession in relation to the 
subject, and that he will, by such representat ‘ons 
as the circumstances, if tounded ia fact, will obvi- 
ously suggest, impress her Majesty’s colonial a - 
thorities with a sense of the inexpediency and impru- 
dence of such proceedings, and of the unhappy con- 
sequences likely to attend their persistence therein. 

The undersigned avails himself of this oecasion 
to renew to Mr. Fox the assurance of his distin- 
guished consideration. JOHN FORSYTH. 

Henry 8, Fox, esq. &c. &c. dec. z 


Mr Fox te Mr. Forsyth. 
Wasarncron, Jan. 12, 1840. 

The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoientiary, has 
the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the official 
note addressed to him by the Secretary of State of 
the United States, on the 24th of December, in 
reply to a previous note, which, by direction of his 
Government, the undersigned had addressed to the 
Secretary of State on the 2d of November, in rela- 
tion to various and cvuntinued acts of encroach: 
ment committed by the authorities and inhabitants 
of the State of Maine, within that tract of territory 
on the Northeastern frontier of the United States, the 
true title to the possession of whieh, according to tha 
terms of the treaty of 1783, is at. pre-ent in dispute 
between the British and American Goveraments. 

The undersigned has lost no time in transmiding 
to her Majesty’s Government the official note of the. 
Secretary of State. He has, in the meantime, to 
express his extreme regret that the explanaivps 
furnished by the authorities of the Sta'e of Maine,, 
and communicated to the undersigned by the Secre- 
tary of State, in relation to the encroachments 
complained of, both as regards the coustruction of 
roads and public works, and the sale and alienation 
of lands, are of a character which mus’ render them 
altogether unsatisfactory to the Government of 
Great Britain. It would appear, in fact, as if a 
reference by the General Government to the autho» . 
rities of Maine, of the complaints preferred by 
Great Britain, had produced no other reply or ex- 
planation from the authorities of Maine, than a re- 
iteration of their intention to persist in the com-. 
mission of the acts complained of, whether in ace. 
cordance with the obligations of international jus- 
tice or not. 

The undersigned does not permit himself to re- 
linquish the hope that, through the wisdom and 
integrity of the General Government of the Unied 
Sta'es, in unison with the sincere endeayors. of .her . 
Majesty’s Government, it will still be fopnd, possi». 


| ble to bring the pending controversy of the, disputed, 


boundary toa satisfactory. and .amicable.concine, 
sion; bat it is certain that the public acts,.asd pubs, 
‘ie declarations of the authorities. of Maine, are 
continually calculated, as far asin them lies, to 
render such amicable conc'usion more 
and more distant. X : 

With reference to tie concluding part of the 
official note of the Secretary of State, wherein ob- 
servations are made upon certain reporied move- 
ments of British troops ia the neighborhood of Lake 
Temuiccovata, and at other points withia that pot- 


chee Ora 


tion of the territory where, according to the provi- 
sional agreements entered into at the begint ing of 
last year, no interference was to be altempted, with 
the exercise of British authority, pending the nego- 
tiation of the boundary question, the undersigned 
can distinctly assure the Secretary of State that 
there exists no intention on the part of her Ma- 
jesty's authorities to cancel or infringe the terms of 
those provisional engagements, so long as the 
same are observed with fidelity by the other paty. 

The particular motives, and the amoant of the 
present movement of troops, have been explained 
in a frank and satisfactory manner to the Gover- 
nor of Maine by the Lieutenant Governor of New 
Brunswick, in a correspondence which has been 
made public, and which, it appears, has been 
officially communicated by the Governor of Maine 
to the President of the United States. 

With regard, however, generally to the rein- 
forcement of military posts, and other defensive 
and precautionary measures, whether along the 
confines of the disputed territory, or within that 
portion of it where, according to the provisional 
agreements before cited, the authority of Great 
Britain was not to be interfered with, the under- 
signed has to observe that the adoption of such 
measures by her Majesty’s authorities cannot be, 
with reason, objected to or complained of by the 
Government of the United States, when regard 
is had to the reports which have for some ume 
past been circulated, (and of the prevalence and 
consistency of those reports the United States Go- 
vernment are themselves fully aware,) respecting 
the probable intention of the Legislature of the 
State of Maine to revoke, during its present ses- 
sion, the provisional agreements now in force, and 
to authorise some new and extensive act of ag- 
gression over the stipulated territory. And the 
undersigned has regretted to observe that the lan- 
gusge of the Governor of Maine, in his recent 
message to the Legislature, at the opening of the 
session, is calculated to encourage rather than to 
restrain such rash and obnoxious designs. 

-The undersigned avails himself of this occasion 
to repeat to the Secretary of State of the United 
States the assurance of his distinguished considera- 
tion. H. S. FOX. 

The:Hon. Joun Forsyra, Èe. &c. &c. 

a ERAN 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. For. 
Department or STATE, 
Washington, Jan. 16, 1840. 

In a note which Mr. Fox, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of Great Britain, ad- 
dressed on the 12th instant to the undersigned, Se- 
cretary of State ef the United States, Mr. Fox, al- 
Fading to a complaint made by the undersigned of 
certain reported movements of British troops ia 
portions of the territory in dispute between the two 
countries, disclaims all intention on the part of the 
Britixh authorities to cancel or infringe the terms 
of the provisional agreement entered into at the be- 
ginning of last year; and this disclaimer is con- 
nected with an assumption of the right of Great 
Britain to streng hen posts, and take measures of 
(mi itary) precaution, not along the line only, but 
within portions of the disputed territory, as, by the 
terms of tne agreements referred to, no interference 
was to be attempted pending the negotiation of 
the boundary question, with the exercise of Bri- 
tish authority in the neighborhood of Lake Te- 
miscouata, “and at o her points” withia a portion 
of the tenitory supposed to be embraced in the 
terms of the arrangements. Mr. Fox having 
stated that he has referred to his Government the 
representations of the United States against the 
military movements alluded tə, the undersigned, 
undef a confident expectation that the matter 
will present itself to ‘the minds of her Majesty’s 
ministers in a tight different from that which ii is 

understood ‘by Mr. Fox, would have refrained 
from any further remarks on the subject, but in or- 
der-to obviate the risk of any misapprehension as 
to the views of the P, esident concerning it, and in- 
asmuch as the ground assumed by Mr. Fox with 
respeet to the import of the existing arrangements 
would, if admitted by the United States, give to 
those arrangements a scope not authorised by the 
J aguage in which they are expressed, nor by what 


| 
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is believed to be the intention of the parties, it is 
proper that the undersigned should call Mr. Fox’s 
immediate attention to the express provisions of the 
agreement signed by him and the undersigned, and 
of that which was subscribed to, under the agency 
of General Scott, by the Governor of Maine and 
the Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick. 

The main object of those agreements obviously 

was the restoration and future maintenance of tran- 
qvillity in the disputed territory; and as the means 
of most surely attaining that object, the entire ex- 
clusion from its limits of all military foree, to 
whichever side belonging, and the delegat'on to ihe 
civil authority exclusively, of the exercise of all 
power and jurisdiction. With that view, under the 
first mention@. of those agreements, it was only in 
case of necessity for dispersing notorious trespass- 
ers, or pre'ecting public property from depredation, 
that armed force was to be employed on either side, 
and then the operation was to be conducted by con- 
cert, jointly or separately, acco‘ding to agreement 


Maine or the United Si:.tes in the other a munlon of ie pavice, |) Maine or the United S's inthe other portion, of care Mia oe United Barea in The taer portion of 
the disputed territory, com prehended within the tem- 
porary arrangements made to preserve tranquillity 
in boih, and guard against any hostile collision be- 
tween the State and colonial governments. 

The undersigned having laid Mr. Fox’s note be- 
fore the President, is instructed to state to bim, that 


| no řeason is perceived for doubling the disposition 


of the Governor of Maine scrupulously to adhere 
to the spirit of the existing arrangements, and fa 
avoid all acts tending to render more difficult an 


| distant the inal adjustment of the main ques'ion 
: of boundary bztween the two eountries; bat, in re- 
` peating assurances of the readiness of the United 


` its power, 


States Government to contribute, by all means in 
toan amicable termination of the dif- 
ference, the undersigned is bound to declare that a 


l persistenċe in, ðr a repetition of, such acts, ôn thé 


: plained 


art of her Majesty’s agents, as taose now com- 
E of, would, if avowed by Great Britain, be 


i considered as but little in accordance with those as- 


between the Governments of Maine and New | 


Brunswick. The other was the result of the contem- 
plated “concert” between the Governments of Maine 


and New Brunswick; was intended to carry out the ; 


object of the first, confiding to thé State of Maine 
the duty of proteéting the timber recently cut, 
and of preventing further deprédations, and 
prescribed that these objec's were to bë acot: 

plished through the agéacy of a civil posse. Ac- 
Panel: the Governor of Maine engaged lo with- 
draw, without unnecessary delay, the military force 
of the State. Without regard, therefore, to the 
limi's within which either party had before exer- 
cised jurisdiction, resort to military forte, for any 
purpose whatever, was intérdicted tô both parties. 
With referencë to the extent of territory within 
which @ach party was to continue to exercise juris- 
diction, the first agreement left the question of 
right where it had before stood, and only expressed 
the conflicting understanding of that question by the 
Governments of the United Statés aiid Great Bri- 
tain, respectively. he agreement belween Go- 
vernor Fairfield and Sir John Harvey provided, 
likewise, that the question of ‘Possession and ju- 
risdiciioh should remain as it then stood; but 
sated where it stood, by providing that Great Bri- 
tain was to continue holding, in fact, pessession 
of a part of the territory, meaning that part em- 


braced in the Madawas'! ca settlements, i in the occu- | 


pancy of which, as well as ia the enjoyment of 
the usual communications between New Bruns- 
wick and her Majesty’s upper provine~s, the 
Governor of Maine disclaimed all intentions of 
disturbing the British authorities, Beyond the 
Madawaska settlements, therefore, circumscribed 
by the limits within which they stood at the date of 
the agreement, the United States cannot, under 
the terms of that agreement, recognise in the 
British authorities the right of extending jurisdic- 
tion, much less that of forming any military es- 
tablishments beyond or within them; and those, 
consequently, which formed the subject of the re- 
presentations in the ro'e of the undersigned of the 
12'h of December, pushed, as they are alleged to 
have been, into tracts of country far beyond any 
acknowledgcd limits of those settlements, and 
wholly unconnected with them, cannot te viewed 
in any other light than a bold infraction of existing 
arrangements. That such is a just view of the 
agreements, cannot be disputed by Great Britain, 
as her Majesty’s Government has adopted and acted 
upon it. In the note of Mr. Fox complaining of 
the encroachments on the part of Maine, and of an 
armed ocenpation of part of te disputed territory 
by that State, both are treated as inconsistent with 
the existing arrangements; and it is presumed her 
Majesty’s Government will not attempt to apply 
one rule of construction to defend the military 
movements of its co'onial authorities, and another 
to sustain complaints against the State Govern- 
ment, forac's which are not founded upon any appre- 
hended necessity of the use of a regular m litary 
force fur offensive or defensive purposes. Nor 
can it be imagined that it will becontended that those 


arrangements ar not perfectly reciprocal, or that 


there is any difference in the character and the ex- 
tent of the jurisdiction to be exerc'sed by Great 
Britain in’ one portion, and that by the State of 


surances. 
The undersigned avails himself of this occasion 


to renew to Mr. Fox the expression of his distin- 
guished consideration. JOBN FORSYTH. 
Hengr S. Fox, esq. &e: &e: 


ae 


War DEPARTMENT, 
January 22, 1840. 

Srg: Ia reply to that portion of the resolution of 
the Senate, referred by your direction to this De- 
partment by the Peeran of State, which requests 
you “to communicate to, thë Senate; so far as may 
not bë incompatible with the public interest, whethiet 
any, and if any, what measures have been taken 
under the act of Congress of March, 1839, or 
otherwise, to cause the removal or expulsion of the 
British troops, which have taken possession of a 
portien of the territory of Maine, claimed by Great 
Britain, ànd espetially whether, since the last ses- 
sion of Congress, any military posts have been 
established in Maine, or any other military mea- 
sures adopted, preparatory to a just vindication of 
the honor and rights of the nation and of Maine, as 
connected with the perrevering claim made by 
Great Britain to a portion df the territor} o P hat 
Siate,” Í havë the honor to state, that the circum- 
stance of a portion of the territory of Maine claim- 
ed by Great Britain having been occupied by Bri- 
tish troops, was recently communicated to the Gu: 
vernment, and havitig Been thade the subject of 
remonstrance, and become a matter of discussion 
between the two Governments, no measures of a 
charaeter referred to. by the resolation have been 
taken, either under the act of Congress of March, 
1839, or otherwise. 

A careful military reconnoisanee of the utidis 
piited boundary of thé State of Maine, was made 
in 1838, and the result submitted to the Senate 
daring the last session of Congrese; bat as no ap- 
propriation was made for the erection of fortifica- 
tions on the sites selected for that purpose, none 
were commenced; and as is. fully set forth in your 
last aunual message to Congress, it did not appear, 
that the contingency contemplated by the act al- 
luded to, had occurred, no military measures whats 
ever were deemed necessary, or were adopted. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 
To the Presipext of the United States. 


On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, five thouands . 
additional copies were ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, rela- 
tive to the operations for increasing the depth of 
water at the mouth of the Mississippi river; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

‘Mr. CALHOUN presented the memorial of the 
heirs at law of John De Treville, a captain in the 
Revolutionary army, for commutation; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on Manu- 
factures, to which was referred the memorial of 
certain manufacturers of wool, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to, and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of Thos. 
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Elliott; which was referred to the Committee on 
C aims. l 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of Jobn 
Nantz; which was referred to the Committee on 
Nava! Affairs. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the memorial of E. L. 
A. Ripley; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
‘citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
praying ao appropriation for a steam revenue cut- 
ter for the Delaware bay; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, the petition and 
papers of John Caldwell, now on file, were referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SEVIER, at the instance of the Delegate 
from Wisconsin, presented the petition of Robert 
Grignon; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the fifteenth an- 
nual report on the Louisville and Portland Canal; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of Lewis 
Gordon; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented a memorial of the 
Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin, asking for aid 
to e:ect a penitentiary; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill creating an 
additional land office in the State of Michigan, 
and for other purposes; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Naval 


Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 


John Whitehead and others, made an adverse re- 
port thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the peti'ion of Na- 
thaniel Gunnison, made an adverse report thereon. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he wished to make an in- 
quiry of the chairman of the.Committee on the 
District of Columbia, on a subject in which the 
citizens of the District were gieatly interested. He 
would inquire whether that committee intended at 
an early day to introduce a bill for the renewal of 
the charters of the banks in the District. 

Mr. MERRICK said that the committee had 
not yet taken the subject under their consideration, 
and, of course, he could not say what would be 
their course, when they considered the subject. 
Some of the banks had not yet applied for a re- 
newal of their charters, and there were no memo- 
rials from the citiz2ns of the District on the sub- 
ject. It was, therefore, not probable that the com- 
mittee. would report a bill at an early day. 

Mr. TAPPAN said that, under these circum- 
stances, he would give notice, that at an early day, 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill to regulate 
the issue and circulation of bank paper in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. __ 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
tọ which was referred the bill for the relief of Henry 
f Pickering, reported the same without amend- 
hent, and said that he was instructed by the Com- 
mittee, when it came up under consideration, to 
move its indefinite postponement. _ 

Mr. MERRICK submitted the following resolu- 
tion: : : 

Resolved, That the rales of the Senate be so mo- 
dified as to admit on the floor of the Senate the 
District Attorney of the United States for the Dis- 
trict ef Columbia, and the Reporter for the Su- 
preme Court. 


THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BIKL. 
: The following bill was taken up for consi 
ration, the question being on its passage: 
A BILL to provide fer the collection, safe-keepin. 
. transfer, and disbursement of the public revenue. 
. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That, there shall be prepared and pro- 
vided, within the new Treasury building now 
erecting at the seat of Government, suitable and 
convenient rooms for the use of the Treasurer of 
the United Siates,his assistants and clerks; and 


sufficient and secure fireproof vaults and safes, 
for the keeping of the public moneys in the posses- 
sion and under the immediate control of the said 
Treasurer; which said rooms, vaults, and safes, 
are hereby constituted and declared to be, the 
Treasury of the United States. And the said 
Treasurer of the United Siates shall keep ali the 
public moneys which shall come to his hands ia 
the Treasury of the United States, as hereby con- 
stituted, uatil the same are drawn therefrom ac- 
cording to law. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Mint 
of the United States, in the city of Philadelphia, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, and the Branch Mint, 
in the city of New Orleans, in the State of Louis- 
iana, and the vaults andsafes thereof, respectively, 
shall be places of deposite and safe keeping 
of the public moneys at those points respectively; 
and the Treasurer of the said Mint and Branch 
Mint respectively, for the time being, shall have 
the custody and care of all public moneys depos- 
ited within the same, and shall perform all the 
duties required to be performed by them, in refer. 
ence to the receipt, safe keeping, transfer and dis- 
bursemeats of all such moneys, according to the 
provisions hereinafter contained. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall 
be prepared and provided, within the custom- 
houses now erecting in the city of New York, in 
the State of New York, and in the city of Boston, 
in the State of Massachusetts, suitable and con- 
venient rooms for the use of the receivers-general 
of public moneys, hereinafter directed to be ap- 
pointed, at those places, respec'ively; and sufficient 
and secure fireproof vaults and safes for the keeping 
of the public moneys collected and deposited with 
them, respectively; and receivers-g: neral of public 
money, from time to time, appointed at these 
points, shall have the custody and care ofthe said 
rooms, vaults, and safes, respectively, and of all 
the public moneys deposited within the same; and 
shall perform all the dutics required to be per- 
formed by them, in reference to the receipt, safe 
keeping, transfer, and disbursement of all such 
moneys, according to the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shall 
be erected, prepared, and provided, at the expense 
of the United States, at the city of Charleston, in 
the State of South Carolina, and at the city of St. 
Louis, in the State of Missouri, offices, with 
suitable and convenient rooms for the use of the 
receivers-general of public money hereinafter 
directed to be appointed at the places above named; 
and sufficient and secure fireproof vaults and safes 

_ for the keeping of the public money collected and 
deposited at those points respectively; and the said 
receivers-general, from time to time appointed at 
those places, shall have the custody and care of 
the said offices, vaults, and safes, so to be erected, 
prepared, and provided, and of all the puble 
moneys deposited within the same; and shall per- 
form all the duties required to be performed by 
them, in reference to the recept, safe keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of all such moneys, 
according to the provisions hereinafter contained. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
President shall nothinate, and, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, appoint four 
Officers, to be denominated ‘ receivers-general of 
public money,” which said officers shall hold their 
respective offices for the term of four years, unless 
sooner removed therefrom; one of which shall be 
located at the city of New York,in the State of 
New York; one other of which shall be located 
at the city of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts; 

which shall be located at the city of 
Ston, in the State of South Carolina; and the 
ining one of which shall be located at the city 
St. Louis, in the State of Missouri; and all of 
which said officers shall give bonds to the United 
States, with sureties, according to the provisions 
hereinafter contained, for the faithful discharge of 
the dut’es of their respective offices. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
Treasurer of the United States, the Treasurer of 
the Mint of the United States, the Treasurers and 
those acting as such, of the various Branch Minis, 
all collectors of the customs, all surveyors of the 
customs acting also as collectors, all receivers- 


| 
| 


general of public moneys, all receivers of public 
moneys at the several land offices, and all post- 
masters, except as is hereinafter particularly 
provided, be, and they are hereby, required to keep 
safely, without loaning or using, all the pubic 
money collected by them, or otherwise at any time 
placed in their possession and custody, till the 
same is ordered by the proper Department or 
officer of the Government to be transferred or 
paid out; and when such orders for transfer or 
payment are received, faithfully and promptly to 
make the same as directed, and to doand perform 
all other duties as fiscal agents of the Govern- 
ment, which may be imposed by this or any other 
acts of Congress, or by any regulation of the 
Treasury Department, made in conformity to law; 
and also todo and perform all acts and duties 
required by law, or by direction of any of the 
Executive Departments of the Government, as 
agents for paying pensions, or for making any 
other disbursements which either of the heads of 
those Departments may be required by law to 
make, and which are of a character to be made by 
the depositaries hereby constituted, consistently 
with the other official duties imposed upon them. 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
Treasurer of the United States, the Treasurer of 
the Mint of the United States, the Treasurer of the 
Branch Mint at New Or'eans, and the receivers- 
general of public money hereinbefore directed to 
be appointed, shall, respectively, give bonds to the 
United States, in such form, and for such amounts, 
as shall be directed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, by and with the advice and consent of 
the President, with sureties to the satisfaction of 
the Solicitor of the Treasury; and shall, from time 
to lime, renew, strengthen, and increase. their 
official bonds, as the secretary of the Treasury, 
with the consent of the President, may direct; any 
law in reference to any of the official bonds of any 
of the said officers to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, at.as 
early a dzy as pos:ible after the passage of this act, 
to require from the several depositaries hereby 
conititnted, and whose official bonds are not 
hereiubefure provided for, to execute bonds new 
andsuitable in their terms to, meet the new jand 
increased duties imposed upon them respectively 
by this act, and with soreties, and in sums such 
as shall seem reasonable and. safe to:the Solicitor 
of the Treasury, and from t'me to time to require. 
such bonds to be renewed and increased in amount 
and strengthened by new sureties, to meet aay.. 
increasing responsibilty which may grow out of 
accumulatons of money in the hands of the. 
depositary, or out of any other duty or responsibil-. 
ity arising under this or any other law of Congress. 
Src. 9. And be it further enacted, That all collec- 
tors and receivers of public money, of every 
character and description, within the District of 
Columbia, shall, as frequendy as they may be. 
directed by the Secretary of the Treasury, or the 
Postmaster General, so t> do, pay over to the 
Treasurer of the United States at the Treasury 
thereof, all public moneys collected by them, or in: 
their hands; that all such collectors and receivers 
of public moneys withia the cities of Philadelphia 
and New Orleans, shall, upon the same direction, 
pay over tothe Treasurers of the Miats in their; 
respective cities, at the said : Mints, all publia: 
moneys collected by them, or in their bands; and. 
that all such collectors and receivers of public 
moneys within the citiesof New York, Bosto, - 
Charleston, and St. Louis, shall, upon the same, 
direction, - pay over to the receivers-geméral ' af 
public money in their respective cities, ‘at, their 
offices respectively, al the public moneys colleated ; 
by them, or in their hands, to be safely kept by: the. 
said respective depositaries, until otherwise dis 
of according to law; and it shall be the duty: ofahe 
said Secre'ary and Postmaster General to direct - 
such payments, by the said collectors and receivers, « 
atall the said places, at least as often as once m 
each week, and as much more frequently, m a» > 
cases, as they, in their discretion, may think pro- 


Pe Szo. 10. And beit further enac'ed, That tt nel 
be lawful for the Secretary of the ATE 
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the moneys in the hands of any depositary 
r costae tothe Treasury of the United 
States; to the Mint at Philadelphia; to the Branch 
Mintat New Orleans; or to the offices of either of 
the receivers-general of public moneys, by this act 
directed to be appointed; to be there safely kept, 
according to the provisions of this act; and also to 
transfer moneys in the hands of any one depositary 


constitated by this act to any other depositary |, 
constitated by the same, at his discretion, and as | 
the safety of the public moneys, and the con- 


venience of the public service shall seem to him 
to require; which authority to transfer the moneys 


belonging to the Post Office Department is also | 


hereby cunferred upon the Postmaster General so 
far as its exercise by him may be consistent with 
the provisions of existing laws; and every deposi- 
tary constituted by this act shall keep his account 
of the money 


distinct from the account kept by him of other 
public moneys so paid or deposited. And for the 
purpose of payments on the public account, it shall 
be lawful for the Treasurer of the United States to 
draw upon any of the said depositaries, as he may 
think most condacive to the public interests, or to 
the convenience of the public creditors, or both. 
Src. 11. And be it further enacted, That the 
moneys in the hands, care, and custody, of any of 


the depositaries constituted by this act, shall be | 
considered and held as deposited to the credit of 


the Treasurer of the United States, and shali be, at 
all times, subject to his draft, whether made for 
transfer or disbursement, in the same manner as 
though the said moneys were actaally in the 
Treasury of the United States; and each depositary 
shall make returns to the Treasury and Post Office 
Department of all moneys received and paid by 
him, at such times, and in such form, as shall be 
directed by the. Secretary off the Treasury, or the 
Postmaster General. i 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury shali be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to cause examinations to be 
made of the books, accounts, and money on hand, 
of the several depositaries constituted by this act; 
and for that purpose to appoint special agents, as 
Occasion may require, with such compensation as 
he may think reasonable, to be fixed and declared 
at the time of each appointment. The agents 
selected to make these examinations shall be in- 
structed to examine as well the books, accounts, 
and retarns of the officer, asthe money on hand, 
and the manner of its being kept, to the end that 
uniformity and accuracy in the accounts, as well 
as safety to the public moneys, may be secured 


y: 
_ Bac. 13. And be it further enacted, That in addi- 
tion tothe examinations provided for ia the last 
preeediog section, and as a further guard over 
the public moneys, it shall be the duty of eaen 
Raval officer and surveyor, as a check upon the 
receiver-general of public moneys, or collector of 
the customs, of their respective districts; of each 
Tegister of a land office, as a check upon the 
receiver of his land office; and of the director and 
sapermtendent of each Mint and Branch M nt 
when seperate offices, as a check upon the 
Treasurers, respectively, of the said Mints, or the 
persons acting as such, at the close of each quarter 


of the. year, and as much more frequently as: 
they: shall be directed by the Secretary of the 


Treasury to do'so, to examine the books, accounts, 
retatss, and money on hand, of the receivers- 
genetal of public money, col'ectors, receivers of 
land offices, treasurers, and persons acting as 
sach, and to make a full, acaurate, and faithful 
rewm to the Treasury Depariment of their 
condition. - 

! See.:14. Aud beit further enacted, That the sa'd 
officers respectively whose duty it is made by this 
att to receive, keep and disburse the public moneys, 
asthe fisoal agents of tne Government, may be 
allowed any necessary additional expenses for 


clerks, fireproof chests, or vaults, or cther neces-- 


sary expenses of safe keeping, transferring, and 
disbursing said moneys; all such expenses of every 
character to be first expressly authorized by the 
Secretary of the Treesury, whose directions upon 


aid toor deposited with him, be- | 
longing to the Post Office Department separate and | 


all the above subjects, by way of regulat‘on and 
otherwise, so far as authorized by law, areto be 
strietly followed by all the said officers: Provided, 
That the whole number of cletks to be appointed 
by virtue of this section of this act, shall not 
exceed ten, and that the aggregate compensations 
of the who'e number shall not exceed eight 
thousand dollars, nor shall the compensation of 
any one clerk, so appointed, exceed eight hundred 
dollars per annum. 

Sec. 15. dnd beit further enacted, That the 


| Secretary of the Treasury shall, with as much 


promptitude as the convenience of the pablic 
business, and the safety of the public funds will 
permit, withdraw the balances remaining with the 
present depositaries of the public moneys, and 
confine the safe keeping, transfer, and disburse- 
ment of those moneys to the depositaries establish- 
ed by this act. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted. That all 
marsha's, district attorneys, and others, having 
public money to pay to the United States, and all 
patentees, wishing to make payment for patents 
‘to be issued, may pay all such moneys to the 
Treasurer of the United States, at the ‘Treasury, 
to the Treasurer of either of the Mints, in Philadel- 
phia or New Orleans, to either of the receivers 
general of public money, or to each o'her deposi- 
tary constituted by this act as shall be designated 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, in other parts of 
the United States,to receive such payments, and 
give receipts or certificates of deposite therefor. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That all 
officers charged by this act with the safe keeping, 
transfer and disbursement of the publ’c moneys, 
others than thcse connected with the Post Office 
Department, are hereby required to keep an eccu- 
Tate entry of each sum received, and of the kind 
of money in which it is received, and of each 
payment or transfer, and of the kind of currency 
in which itis made; and that if any one of the 
Said officers or of these connected with the Post 
Office. Department, shall convert to his ‘own use; 
in any way whatever, or shall use by way of 
investment in any kind of property or merchan- 
dise, or shall loan, with or without interest, any 
portion of the public moneys, intrasted to him 
for safe keeping, disbursement, transfer or for any 
other purpose, every such act shall be deemed and 
adjudged to be an embezzlement of so much of the 
said moneys as shail be thus taken, converted, 
invested, used, or loaned, which is hereby declared 
to be a felony, and any cfficer or agent of the 
United States, and all persons adivsing or 
participating in such act, being convicted thereof 
before any court of the United States of competent 
jurisdiction, shall be sentenced to imprisonment for 
a term of not less than six months nor more than 
five years, and to a fine equal to the amount ofthe 
money embezzled. 

Sec. 18. And be il further enacted, That until 
the rooms, offices, vaults, and safes, directed by 
the first four seetions of this act to be constructed 
and prepared for the use of the Treasurer of the 
United States, the Treasurers of the Mints at 
Philadelphia and New Orleans, and the receivers- 
general of public money at New York, Boston, 
Oharleston, and St. Louis, can be constructed and 
prépared for use, it shall be the duty of the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury to procure suitable rooms for’ 


offices for those officers at their respective locations, 
and tocontract for such nse of vaults and. safes 
as' may be required for the safe keeping of the 
public moneys in the charge and custody of those 
officers respectively, the expense to be paid by the 
United States. 


Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That from and 


after the thirtieth day of June, which will be in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty, the 


resolution of Congress of the thirtieth day of ‘April, 


in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, 
so faras it authorizes the receipt in payment of 
duties, taxes, sales of publ‘c lands, debts and sums 
of money, aécruing or becoming payable to the 
United States, to be collected and paid in the notes 
of specie paying banks, shall be so modified as that 
one-fourth part of all such duties, taxes, sales of 
public lands, debts, and sums of money accruing 
or becoming due to the United States, shall be 


ad in the legal currency of the United States; 
Oa nena after the thirtieth day of June, which 
will be in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-one, one other fourth part of all such duties, 
taxes, sales of public lands, debs, and sums of 
money, shall be so collected; and that from and 
after the thirtieth day of Jane, which will be in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, 
one other fourth part of all such duties, taxes, 
sales of public lands, debis, and sums of money, 
shall be so collected; and that from and after the 
thirtieth day of June, which will be inthe year 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, the 
remaining fourth part of the said duties, taxes, 
sales of public lands, debts and sums of money, 
shall be also collected in the legal currency of the 
United States; and from and after the last men- 
tioned day, all sums accruing, OF becoming 
payable to the United States, for duties, taxes, sales 
of public lands, or other debts, and also all sums 
due for postages, or otherwise, to the General Post 
Office Department, shall be paid in gold and silver 
only. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That, from and 
after the thirtieth day of June, which will be in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
three, every officer or agent engaged in making 
disbursements on account of the United States, or 
of the General Post Office, shall make all pay- 
ments in gold and silver coin only; and any re- 
ceiving or disbursing officer, or agent, who shall 
neg'ect, evade, or violate the provisions of this 
and the last preceding section of this act, shall, 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, be immediately 
reported to the President of the United States, with 
the facts of such neglect, evasion, or violation, 
and also to Congress, if in session, and, if not in 
session, at the commencemeat of its session next 
after the violation takes place. 

Suc. 21. And be it further enacted, That no ex- 
change of funds shall be made by any disbursing 
officers, or agents, of the Government, of any 
grade or denomination whatsoever, or connected 
with any branch of the public service, other than 
an exchange for gold and silver; and every such dis- 
bursing officer, when the means for his disbarse- 
ments are furnished to him in currency le- 
gally receivable under the provisions of this 
act, shall make his payments in the currency 
so furnished, or when those means are furnished 
to him in drafts, shall cause those drafts to be 
presented at their place of payment and properly 
paid according to the Jaw, and shall make his pay- 
ments in the currency so received for the drafts 
furnished, unless, in either case, he can exchange 
the means in his hands for gold and silver at par, 
and so as to facilitate h s payments, or otherwise 
accommodate the public service and promote the 
circulation of a metallic currency: And it shall be, 
and is hereby made, the dutyfot the head of the prc 
per Department immediately to suspend from duty 
any disbursing officer who shall violate the provi-’ 
sions of this section, and forthwith to report the 
name of the officer, or. agent, to the President, with 
the fact of the violation and all the circumstantes, 
accompany ng the Same and within the knowledge 
of the said Secretary, to the end that sach officer,’ 
or agent, may be promptly removed from office, or 
r-stored to his trust and the performance of his 
duties, as to the President may seem just and 
proper. 

Sec. 22. And be tt fnrther enacted, That it shall: 
not be lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to 
make or continue in force, any general order, 
whic shall create any difference between ‘the 
different branches of revenue, as to the funds or 
medium of payment in which debts or dues accru- 
ing to the United States may be paid. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to: 
issue and publish regulations to enforce the speedy - 
presentation of all Government drafts for pay- 
ment at the place where payable, and to prescribe 
the time, according to the different distances of 
the depositaries from the seat of Government, : 
within which all drafts upon them, respectively, 
shall be presented for payment; and, in default of - 
such presentation, to direct any oiher mode and | 
Place of payment which he may deem proper. 
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But in all those regulations and directions it shall | 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
guard, as far as may be, agains! those drafts being 
used, or thrown into circulation, as a paper cur- 
rency or medium of exchange. 
Src 24. And be if further enacted, That the re- 
” ceivers-general ll pee moneys directed by this 
act to be appointed, shall receive, respectively, the 


fo!lowing salaries, per annuin, to be paid quarter _ 


yearly, at the Treasary of the United States, to | 
wil: the receiver general of public money at New 
York shal! be paid a salary of four thousand dol- 
lars per annum; the receiver-general of public 
money at Boston shall be paid a salary of two thou- 
sand five hundred dollars per annum; the receiver- 
genera! of public money at Charleston shall be paid | 
a salary of two thousand five handred dollars per 
annum; and the receiver-general of public money 
a: St. Louis, shall be paid a salary of two thousand 
five hundred dollars per annum; the Treasurer uf 
the Mint at Philadelphia shall, in addition to his 
present salary, receive five hundred doliars an- 
nually for the performance of the duties imposed 
by this act; the Treasurer of the Branch Mint at 
New Orleans shall also receive one thousand dol- 
lars asnually for the additional duties created by 
this act; and these salaries, respectively, shall be 
in fall for the services of the respective officers, nor 
shall either of them be permitted to charge, or re- 
ceive, any commission, pay, or perquisite, for any 
official service, of any character or description 
whatsoever; and the making of any such charge, 
or the receipt of any such compensation, is hereby 
declared to be a misdemeanor, for which the officer 
convicted thereof, before any court of the United 
Siates of competent jurisdiction, shall be subject to 
punishment by fine, or imprisonment, or both, at 
the discretion of the court tefore which the offence 
shall be tried. ; 
Src. 25. find be il further enacted, That the 
Treasurer of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to receive at the Treasury, and 
at such other poin's as he may designate, payments 
in avance for public lands, the payments su made, 
ia all cares, to be evidenced by the receipt of the 
said Treasarer of the United States; which receipts 
so given shall te receivable for public lands, at 
any public or private sale of lands, in the same 
manner as the currency authorized by law to be 
received in payment for the public lands: Provided, 
however, That the receipts given by the Treasurer 
of the United States, pursuant to the anthority con- ; 
ferred in this section, shall not be negotiable or | 
transferable, by delivery, or assignment, or in any 
other manner whatsoever, but shall, in all cases, be 
presented in payment for lands by or for the per- 
son to whom the receipt was given, as shown upon 
its face. 
Sec. 26. Aad be it further enacted, That for the » 
purchase of sites, and for the construction of the 
offices of the receivers-general of public money, by 
this a-t d-rected to be erected at Charleston, South | 
Carolina, and at St. Louis, Missouri, there shall 
be, and hereby is, appropriated, to be paid out of 
any money inthe Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, the sum of ten thousand dollars, to be 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of , 
the Treasury, who is hereby required to adopt 
plans for the said offices, and the vaults and safes | 
connected therewith, and to cause the same to be | 
constracted and prepared for use with as litile de- ; 
lay as shall be consistent with the public interests, ` 
and the convenient location and security of the : 
buildings to be erected: Provided, however, That if | 
the Secretary of the Treasury shal! find, upon in- 
qairy and examination, that suitable rooms for the 
use of the receiver-general at Charleston can be ` 
obtained in the custom-house now owned by the | 
United States at that place, and that secure vaults ` 
and safes can be construeted in that building for | 
the safe keeping of the public money, then he shall , 
cause such rooms to be prepared and fitted up, and | 
ne esa Ae safes to be constructed in the cus- | 
-house at Char eston, aad no i nt office 
shall be there ercc'ed. DO ASC PEA IEN - 
i cre be it further enarted, That, for the 
of the expenses authorized by this act, 
other than those herein before proviaed Yor, asuf- . 
ficient sam of money be, and the same is hereby, | 


i 
l 
j 
| 


appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not other wise appropriated. 

Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That all acts 
or parts of acts which come in conflict with the 
provisions of this act be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed. 

i Mr. HENDERSON opposed the bill at great 
ength. l 

Mr. TAPPAN said that he was desirous of ex- 
pres-ing his opinions on the biil, but if it was the 
wish of the Senate to take the question on its pas- 
sage how, he would not interpose. If it was in- 
tended, however, to continue the debate, he would 
yield the floor to any gentleman who wished to ad- 
dress the Senate. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, then rose and sub- 

ited h's reasons for voting against the bill. 

Mr. MERRICK said he intended to address the 
Senate on this measure, but as i> was now late, 
being a quarter past three o’clock, he moved that 
the Senate do now a*journ. 

The yeas and nays being demanded, the question 
was dec:ded in the negative—yeas 19, nays 21. 

Mr. MERRICK then proceedei tə address the 


` Senate in opposition to the bill. . 


i 
| 


Mr. SMITH cf indiana, for the purpose of test- 
ing the sense of the Senate as to whether the ques- 
tion should be taken on the passage of the bill this 
evening, moved that the Senate adjourn. 

The ayes and noes being demande:l, the question 
was decided in the negative—ayes 18, noes 23. 

Mr. MERRICK then concluded his remarks, 
and was followed by Mr. DAVIS, also in opposi- 
tion to the bill. 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 24, 
noes 18, as follows: 

YEAS—Mes:rs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lampkin, Moutoa, 
Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Sevier, Smith of Connec- 
tieut, Strance, Tappan, Walker, Wiiliams, and 
Wright—24. 

NAYS—Messts. Bette, Clay of Kentacky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Knight, 


Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Ro- | 


binson, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, White, and 

Young—18. 
So the bill 
On mation, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, January 23, 1840. 
The question te‘ore the House was the proposi- 


passed. 


tion of Mr. Tuompson of South Carolina to amend | 


the rules, by the addition of the ‘o'lowing: , 
it any me- 


Resolved, That, upon the preseatation 
mo:ial or petition prying 


resentat on of 


lution, or paper, shall be cpnsidg¥ed as objected to, 
and the question of its reception Ahall be laid on the 
table, without debate Orne, acon thereon. 

And the proposition of Mr. Apams, as a substi- 
tute for the above, in the following words: 

Resolved, That the following be added to the 
Standing rules of this House, to be numbered the 
QIst: 

“Every petition presented by the Speaker, or by 
any member, with a brief verbal stat-ment of i's 
contents, shall be received, unless objection be 
made to its recs ption fcr special reason; and when- 
ever objection shall be made to the seception of a 
petition, the name of the membr objectinz, and 
the teason of the objection, shall be entered upon 
the journal. The question in every such case shal! 
be, shall the petition pe rejected? and no pe'ition 
shall be rejected but by a majori y of the members 
present.” 

Mr. HUNT, who was entitled to the floor, was 
about proceeding, but was interrupted by 

Mr.COOPER, of Pennsylvania, who offered a re- 
solution, which he hoped the House would, by gene- 
ral consent, agree to receive, as it would, under 
the rule, lie on the table for one day. The rero!u- 
tion to which he had reference was that already 


for the abofftion of sla- | 
; very or the slave trade injany Distift, Ter.itory, 
| or State of the Union, and upcen the 


aay resolution, or oher paper t-ythi-g that sut- 
ject, the reception of such memorl, petition, reso- | 


published, calling cn the Postmaster General for 
information in relation to the mail arrangement 
between Baltimore and New York. 

Objection was made to its reception. 

Mr. HUNT said he was not prepared to yield 
the floor for any proposition which would cause 
deb::te ,and deprive him of it. 

Mr. SERGEANT asked the consent of the 
House to make a report ona bill from the Judi- 
ciary Committee. It wasa bill to correct some 
errors in the census law, and of the utmost impor- 
tance. 

Objection was made to its reception; when ; 

Mr. SERGEANT moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. HUN '' said he could not consent to any 
proposition which would deprive him of the floor, 
after so much d.fficulty in obtaining it. 


Mr. HUNT, after thanking the House for the 
courtesy it extended to him by the adjournment on 
yesterday, on account of his indisposition, said that 
the best retarn he could make for it was his pro- 
mise to be very brief. He then proceeded to dis- 
cuss the proposition before the House. The prin- 
ciples involved in the question were of the utmost 
importance. it was a more important question 
tban any which had occupied the atiention of that 
House since the Declaration of Independence and 
the adopiien of the Constitution. He was utterly 
opposed to the proposition of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. THompson,] and also to Mr. 
Apams’s substitute therefor, in the present aspect of 
the case. The reasons were, that it was proposed 
tomakeit a permarent rule of the House; and be- 
cause he was in favor of the proposition of the 
gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. Cuinn} which 


| was almost identical with that offered by himself 


. Sion, at least at the next. 


four years ago. He hoped the time would 
arrive to move that again—if not at this ses- 
He was in favor 
of Mr. C’s proposition, because it did not 
go to make a permanent rule of the Howse, 
to operate unjus.ly on ene class of petitions. He 
feared the other prepositions would cperate to de- 
grade the moral question involved in the subject be« 
fore the House, to subserve or satisfy par y ends. 
His objection to the propositions in their present 
form was founded on the very rules of the House, 


| because they came in conflict with the rule which 


makes it the duty of the Speaker, af-er reading of 
the journa’s, tocall the States for petuions, begin- 
ning with the State of Maine, until a'l the States 
had been called. The rates had already, he be- 
lieved, fully provided for the dispcsi'ion of all 
elisses of petiions. Mr. H. said he wuld not on 
these propositions, and at that time, enter into the 
discussion? of, or argue the question of the con:ti'u- 


` tional right of petition. He considered that subject 


as far beyond the powers of that House to restrict 
or abridge as did Southern gentlemen question the 
power of that Howse to discuss the qu: stion of the 
sublime meri s of slavery. The right of petilioa, in 
its most unlimited form, did not depend on the 
Constitation f.r its existence, but was an inherent 
right, above that iastrament, and could not be re- 
stricted there—it was a right nut sacured by 
parchments and sea's; but was one which 
was derived from the Author of all good, which was 
permi ted to be exerc sed from infancy to old age. 
It was ore given. by Ged to man, which rides over 
all consti'utions, He woold asi, what Vi-ginsia, 
the mother of States, would say to the res'r.ction of 
this right now, when, ather instance, this admiras 
ble clause had been inserted in thé Constitution: to 
prc tect that right: “Tha! Corg ess shall make no 
law r-specting the establishment of rggion, or 
prevent the free exercise thereof, or abolish the 
freedom of the press, cr of speech, and the right of 
the people peaceabfy to assemble and petition for 
a redress of grievances.” Mr. H. referred to the 
history of the times that carried the adoption of 
this amendment, which was founded upon the pro- 
ceedings of George Ae Third, in break nz up legis- 
lative bodies, becauée of the exercise of this right of 
petition, and other examples of arbitrary rule by 
Great Britain. He adverted to the jealousy of 
Virginia’s sons—caused by the preeeedings of 
those times—to Patrick Henry, Jefferson, Ma- 


dison, and other prominent men, who werg; 
the advocates. of this right in its breadest sens 
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He congratulated the 
had ins sted upon the 


country now that Virgin’a 
introduction of that clause 
into the Constitution; not because he believed there 
was an iota of force added to it. Mr. H did not 
deny that that House had the inherent right to re- 
ject such petitions as 
but he believed that it was not authorized to reject 
even tho e which were indecerous or in ulting in 
their character, without ass‘gning reasons on its 
journal therefor. Mr. H. did not think he could 
add any streng'h to what had already been said as 
to this right, but he would say to the Nor.h and to 
the South, permit the debate to g0 on—let every 
man on that floor express his individual sentiments 
—give the question a fair and full discussion, 
the country would lose nothing by it ultimately. 
An attempt had been already made to st fle debate, 
but was prevented by one vote cnly, for which re- 
sult he was thankful, because he believed the ques- 
tion was paramount in interest to all others. 

The House had done, in spire of itself, an act of 
justice by refusing the previous question; it had af- 
forded the gentleman from Massachusetts,a ndothers, 

an opportunity to put themselves right before the 
country. If nothing else had been gained, it was 
worth the time and expense which it had incurred 
to do justice to that gentleman, [Mr. Apams. } 

Upon this question (he said) the North might be 
reasoned with, bat could not be driven. lt pos- 
sessed too much of the Anglo-Saxon blood. . The 
North, when but a child in its swaddling clothes, 
had so told old Mother England when she disre- 
garded the sacred right of petition, and en- 
deavored to spurn ther prayers for a redress of 
grievances. The question had been discussed 
in many of the leading journals as a party ques- 
tion. He denied that it was-—or that it could be—it 
was of too grave and itnpor.ant a natore to be dan- 
died with by party. He then went intoa history 
of how far the attempt had been made to make it 
a party qnestion, and contended that taere were 
men of both parties belonging to the Abolilionists. 

Mr. H. then referred to the opinions of promi- 
neat men from Virginia upon the subject, to show 
that Congress had some power over the question; 
and particularly to John Randelph, who, he said, 
had introduced a resolution denouncing the traffic 
in slaves in this District as most inhuman, 
and propcsed the appointment of a committee to 
inquire into the subject, which was passed sub 
silentio. 

Mr. H. referred to the influence which the litc- 
rature of the present day was exercising over this 
subject. It was a tremendous influence—such that 
the House could not longer delay to notice. The 
American nation is denounced in the slavery publi- 
cations throughout the civilized world, for permit- 
ting the existence of the institution of slavery 
among us; and he thought it, therefore, no time to 
blink the question. It was tetter to meet it now, 
than refer it to their posterity. 

Mr. H. believed, bat for the interference o 
bar-rcom fo'itcians in exciting prejudices agains 
the abolition societ'es, Delaware, Maryland, and 
Virginia, would, befo:e many years, have ceased to 
be slave States; but thishas thrown them back. 

Mr. H. thought the best remedy to get rid of 
the growing and pressing evil of this quest-on on 
the Government, would be to have free discussion, 
leave truth free to combat error, to let every gentle- 
man come up and testify fully. He, for one, 
woald be willing to refer the who.e subject untram- 
melted to the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Apams,] aud, his head for it, he would, ia Jess than 
two weeks, put the subject torest. Give to h's 
constituents reasons why the subject of slavery 
should not be tovched—treat them fairly—not 
tinker with the question for patty purposes—meet 
it like men, was all that was wanted. He believed 
sincerely that the pea of that gentleman, by way of 
report, would settle the question of Abolition for- 
ever. 

It had been said that the subject had already 
been referred and reported upon, without having 

any effect in allaying the exci ement upon this 
question. The report of Mr. Pinckney in 1836, 
had been referred to as evidence. He knew 
semething of the history of that report. That com- 


were offensive to the body, | 


and | 


` for the resolutions of 
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wh tewash the question, and hoodwink the Amei! 
can people. It was, in fact, a fraud upon thé 
right of petition. Mr. H. could not himself vote 
that committee, and was pre- 
vented from so amending them as to enab'e him to 
do so, but was gagged by the previous question. 
Because he would not vote for those re:olutions, 
under the circumstances, he had been denounced 
as an Abolitionist by the official organ. Mr. H. 
did not believe the North had any right to interfere 
with the question of domestic slavery; and he did 
not blame Maryland and Virginia—the States 
that ceded this Distric'—-because they had 
told the North they had no right to interfere. 
They had done as he would have done. He was 
opposed to any interference until these ceding States 
make the first movement for the abolition of slave- 
ty. He believed sincerely that the ceding States 
had been driven bac% fifty years on the question 
of emancipation, ia consequence of tue imprudence 
of a porticn of the North ; and as a representative, 
in part, of the Empire Sate, and of the North, he 
would never vote for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Co umbia without the consent of 
those Siates. Mr. H. conclued at 3 o'clock. 

Mr. BYNUM rose and claimed the floor, which, 


| having been awarded to him by the SPEAKER, 


Mr. HABERSHAM, who rose nearly at the 
same time, claimed that ke had priority. He 
thought (he said) it was the rule of the House 
that when two members rose together, the one 
who rose from his seat had the preference to the 
floor over him who rose in the aisle. Now, be 
was under the impression that the gentleman from 
North Carolina rose from the aisle; and as he (Mr. 
H.) had been two months here without havirg 
been able to get the floor once, he hoped it would 
now be awarded to him. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Geor- 
gia was mistaken. The gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. Bynum] rose from his seat, and his 
voice was first heard by the CHa. He was, 
therefore, entitled to the floor. 

M:. BYNUM ad!ressed the Honse at some 
length, in a very e‘oquent speech, in which he laid 
open the designs of the Abolitonists, and those who 
supported them in that Hunse. He had been op- 
posed, he said, to the character of this debate from 
the commencement, and in its incipient s'eps he 
made an effort to prevent what had since taken 
place; but that effort was disecuntenanced and 
censured from a quaster that he least expected. It 
appeared that there was a party in the House de- 
te:mined to enter into this discuss.on and to carry 
iton, notwith:tanding the consequent delay of the 
public business and the injury it would occasion; 
and, so far as his humble opinion weut, it had been 
carried on much to the prejudice of one section cf 
the counry, and entirely to the prejudice of the 
party by whom it was encouraged. No man who 
was not blind to the scenes that were passing arcund 
him but must believe that this was the most momen- 
tous question that ever agitated the conntry, He be- 
lieved sincerely that this was the very question—the 


very rock on which our gicric-us vessel of State was | 


in danger of perishing. No gent'eman who wes 
pos:essel of the most ordinary comprehension with 
respect to what was passinghere, and what was 
going on abroad, but had seen that consequences 
must result from the continued agitation of this 
subject, which weuld shake the very foundations 
of our Government. Mr. B. continued, drawing 
a vivid picture of the dangers to te apprehended 
from the designs of the Abolitionists, and showing 
how these Northern gentlemen who claimed to be 
so friendly to the South, and who professed to op- 
pose any interference with its internal concerns, 
gave their support and countenance on that floor. 
Under color of supporting the sacr d right of peti- 
tion, they encouraged the intreduction into the 
House of incendiary papers, ca'culated to operate 
with peculiar mischief in a certain quarte’; even 
their very speeches, professedly intended cnly io 
advocate that implied privilege, were -alculated to 
produce the same results. 

Mr. B. after showing that this right of petition 
within the meaning of the Constitution, had no re- 
lation to Abolition petitions; and that no one on 


mittee was gagged with instructions which went to | that floor hadever attempted to interfere with its 


exercise, observed that there was something abhor 
rentin the whole proceedings in relation to this 
subject. Jf, said he, these gentlemen were not 
Abolitionists, they were drumming up recruits fer 
them—if they did not mean to fight their battles, 
they were enlisting soldiers for them. If you look 
at the right of petition, said he, as guarantied 


in the Constitution, it refers exclusively to a re- 
had these 


the Sou th- 


ern States a grievance of theirs? 
their tender consciences were aggrieved, and they 
felt themselves, under a solemn sense of religious 
duty, bound to interfere. If it was a religious ob- 
ligation, as well might their tender consc:ences be 
aggrieved : because in the State he came from the 
sec! of Methodists was more numerous than that of 
the Presbyterians. These gentlemen talked much 
about liberty and universal emancipation. He would 
ask them if they had ever yet considered what was 
the species of liberty enjoyed by this country. Was 
jt not a constitutional liberty? There was no other 
liberty, he said, in the country. But these gentle- 
men said that those who represented the Slates most 
interested, were unnecessarily alarmed; that they 
suffered themselves to be too much excited on the 
subject. Why not, say they, let these petitions be 
referred and reported on; why not come up cooly 
and discuss this question? This was the language 
held out by Northern gentlemen of a certain pa ty 
in that House. There gentlemen could, no doubt, 
speak such language with great freedom. What 
had they at stake in this momentous questio:? 
Were their wives, or their children, or their fire- 
sides in danger? Had they at stake every 
thing that was dear to man? And yet they would 
tell Southern gentlemen, who had not only all 
these, but their personal security al stake, “You 
ought not to feel excitement on this subject; we will 
take care of you.” But, said the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania,we do not mean to do you any injury. 
You gentlemen of the South do not understand your 
own interests as well as we do. Just let us take 
them and manage them for you. You are an ig- 
norant set of men, and co not know what is for 
your own good. We do not intend to abolish s'a- 
very in the District of Columbia, at least until we 
are prepared to do so; but all we want is for you 
to receive our petitions, and acknowledge that we 
have the right to regulate your affairs. This wis 
not the exact language of the gentleman, it was 
true, but it was very much like what it amounted 
to. While endeavoring to coax up Southern men 
in this way, they put fo:th language which was 
suffic ent to rouse every slave in the nation to mur- 
der and assassination. Gent!emen professed the ut- 
most horror of being suspected of any such des gns; 
but when they put the argument in the mouth of 
the ignorant slave, to just‘fy murder and assassina- 
tion, who was most to blame, the assassin or the in- 
stigator? Mr. B. after continuing for some time, 
gave way to 
Mr. TURNEY, who moved an adjournment. 
Mr. BLACK asked the courtesy of the gentle- 
man toallow him to offer a resolution to authorise ` 
the Clerk to cmp'oy a p:inter. The public busi- 
ness (Mr. B. said) was suffering for the want of 
printing that ought to be done; and in offering this 
resclu'ion, he would observe that it was precisely 
the same as that introduced by his co'league, [Mr 
Dawson ? 
-Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS an others objected. ~ 
Mr. BLACK said he had the permission of 
the gentleman, who was entitled to the floor, to 
offer this resolution, and he wou!d submit it to the 
Crain whether it was in order for him to do so. 
As certain of the delegation from Georzia hed 
been denounced in advance, in a paper in that 
State, for a supposed in‘ention to vote for Blair 
and Rives as Printers, he had endeavored to brirg 
himeelf up to the position occupied by his friend and 
colleague, [Mr. Dawson,] who,as he was a very cau- 
tious man, and always inthe line of safe precedents 
most in this instance at least be supposed to be good 
authority. The resolution, Mr. B said, was pre- 
cisely in the words of that offered in the early art 
or the sessicn by his colleague. 
r biak ere FMAN asked to be permitted to offer 
on to continue in existence for ten days 
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longer the rules of the Hovuse—the time for which 
they had been adopted, having expired to-day. 

Mr. BLACK said, if any resolution was in or- 
der, h's must have priority, and as it was necessa- 
ry for the despatch of the public business, he hoped 
the House would receive it. 

Mr. B’s resolution was then read for the infor- . 
mation of the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk be instracted and au- 
thorised to employ some suitable person or persons 
to exesute the necessary printing of this House, in 
the manner prescribed by the jrint resolution of 
1819, until the farther order of th's House. 

Mr. TURNEY then renewed his motion for ad- 
journment, Mr. BYNUM retaining the flour for 
to-morrow, when 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky called fcr the 
yeas and nays, whch, having been ordered, the 
question was taken, and resul'ed—yeas 98, nays 
52; so 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Faipay, January 24, 1840. 

The Hon. DANIEL STURGEON, elected 
by the Legislature of the State;of Pennsyl- 
vania a Senator from that State, for six years, from 
the 4th of March, 1839, appeared, was qualifie), 
and took his seatia the Senate. 

The CHAIR submitted a report from the Com- 
m‘:sioner of Patents, showing the operations of 
his office Curing the year 1839; which was referred 
to the Committe on Patents and the Patent Office, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
a numter of citizens of the State of Pennsylvania, 
asking Congress to impose a moderate duty upon 
the importation of silk. 

In presenting this memorial, Mr. B. said that he 
would take the liberty of making a few brief re- 
marks. The morus multicaulis speculation had 
passed away; bat, enlike other speculations, it had 
produced consequences which were destined, at no 
distant day, to promote essentially the prosperity 
of the country. The calture and manufacture of 
silk were now naturalized amongst us, and mrst, 
ere long, in a considerable degree, serve to reduce 
the amouot of those extravagant importations 
which were so injurious to the best interests of the 
country. In the year 1836, silks had been im- 
ported to the value of nearly $23,000,000, and in 
1837 the amount was more than $14,000,000. Io 
the general reducton of imports in 1838, their 
value had sunk to $10,000,000; but the ex- 
pansion of 1839 had doubtless considerably in- 
creased the amoun', although he had no informa- 
tion in bis possession which enabled him to state 
precisely to what degree. It was an astonishing 
fact, that during the three years of 1836, 1637, and 
1838, we had imporied considerably more than 
three times a greater amount in value of silks than 
we had exported in flour. 

Mr. B. said he had not the least doubt, that be- 
fore the close of the present session, we thould be 
compelied to raise additional revenue io meet the 
necessary expenditures of the Government. And, 
he asked, was there a single article imported into 
the country, upon which a duty could be imposed 
with greater propriety than upon silks? Silk goods 
were articles not of necessity, but of laxury; ard 
by far the larger proportion of the tax would be 
paid by the wealthy. Whilst it would be imposed 
for the purpose of revenue alone, it would afford 
incidental encouragement to the domestic produc- 
tion of this article; and there was no anti-tariff Se- 
nator within bis knowledge, who would object to 
such a consequential benefit to so important a do- 
mestic interest. A daty upon the importation of 
silks would not violate, but was in accordance both 
with the letter and spirit of the compromise act of 
March, 1833. This act expressly provided, that in 
the contingency of a deficiency of revenue, duties 
might be imposed, not exceeding twenty per cent. 
upon such articles as either paid no duty, or a less 
amount of duty than twenty per ernt. It was 
known to the Senate that, under our existing laws, 
silks were admitted free of duty. In his opinion, 
it would be much wiser to raise a revenue upon the 
importation of silks, than te create a debt against 


the country, either by the issue of Treasury notes, 


_ or by borrowing money. 


Mr. B. said that we had no treaty with any 

foreign nation which would prevent Congress from 
imposing any duty they might think proper on the 
importion of silks. He had heard it stated in con- 
versation, that our treaty with France might stand 
in the way; but he had examined this treaty, and 
found it had no application whatever to the sub- 
ject. 
t He knew that, under the Constitution of the 
United States, all bills for raising revenue must 
originate in the House of Representatives; but the 
Senate might propose such amendments to these 
bills as they thought proper. Notwithztand:ng this 
prohibition, he hoped that the Committee on Fi- 
nance of the Senate might have an opportnnity of 
constitutionally expressing their opinion on this 
subject before the close of the session; and to their 
hands he committed it with the most perfect ecnfi- 
dence. 

The memorial was then refeired to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, it was ordered that 
John Perry have leave to withdraw his petition and 
papers. i 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, it was ordered that 
the petition of Richard Ellio't, on the files of the 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of the Legis- 
lative Assembly of the Territory of Wisconsin, 
praying appropriation for harbors and a light-house 
on Lake Michigan; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from citizens 
of Illinois, in relation to the lands gran‘ed to the 
Polish exiles; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of George 


Whitman, made an adverse report thereon; which || 


was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. from the same commi:tee, to which the 
subjects were referred, reported 

A bill for the relief of David Stone; and 

A bill for the relief of John J. Mackintosh; 
which were severally read, and ordered to a s:cond 
reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 


to which had been referred the petitions of Edward? 


Fanning and of Isaac Colyer, made adverse re- 
ports thereon. 


Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee cn the 


Public Lands, to which was referred a bill to, cree i 


ate an additional Jand office in the State of Michi- 
gan, reported the same without amendment. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, to which was referred 
the memorial of the General Assembly of Alaba- 
ma, praying the creation of anew land district in 
that State, asked that it might be printed, to accom- 
pany Senate bill No. 13, already report:d on that 
subject; which was agreed to. 


Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 


Land Claims, to which was referred a bill to revive | 


the act entitled “An act to enable claimants to land 
within the limits of Mirsouri and the Territory cf 
Arkansas to institute proceed ngs to try the vali- 
dity of their claims, &c.” reported the same with an 
amendment. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred a bill for the relief 


of Richard Robertson, r-ported it without amend- | 


ment, and recommended its indefinite postpcne- 
ment. 


The bill for the relief of Samuel R. Slaymaker; : 
- The bill to confirm the title toa certain tract of | 


land in the county of Mobile; were severally con- 
sidered, as in Commi'tee of the Whole, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third 1eaing. 

The bill to establ sh a Board of Commissioners, 
to hear and examine claims against the United 
States, was taken up, and, after having tern de- 
bated by Messrs. HUBBARD, CALHOUN, TAP- 
PAN, SMITH, of Connecticut, MERRICK, 
GRUNDY, SEVIER PRENTISS, STRANGE, 
DAVIS, and HENDERSON, was postponed, and 
made the order of the day for Monday next. 


al 
| 


| The Senate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business ; after which it 
| Adjourned until Monday next. 


E HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Faipay, January 24, 1840. 

The question before the House was the proposi- 
tion of Mr. Taompson of South Carolina to amend 
` the ru’es, by the add tion of the following: 
| Resolved, That, upon the presentation of any 
. Memorial or petition praying for the abolition of 
' slavery or the slave trade in any District, Ter- 
i Yitory, or S'ate of the Union, and upon the pre- 
; sentation of any resolution, or other paper touch- 
| ing that subject, the reception of such memorial, 
| petition, resol#tion, or paper, shall be considered 
| as objected to, and the question of its reception shall 
| he laid on the tab'e, without debate or further action 
, thereon. 
| And the proposition of Mr. Apams, as a substi- 
: tute for the above, in the following words: 

Resolved, That the following be added to the 

i standing rules of this House, to be numbered the 
| QIst: 

| “Every petition presented by the Speaker, or by 

any member, with a brief verbal statement of its 

contents, shall be received, unless objection be 


made to its reception for special reason; and when- 

ever objection shall be made to the reception of a 
_ petition, the name of the member objecting, and 
‘the reason of the objection, shall be entered upon 
_ the journal. The question in every such case shall 
: be, shall the petition be rejected? and no petition 

shall be rejected but by a majority of the members 

present.” 
_ Mr. BYNUM was entitled to the floor on the 
. above question. - 
Mr. HOFFMAN rose for the purpose of mak- 
' inga motion that the rules, as amended, bte adopted 
until otherwise ordered. 

The CHAIR said the motion would not be in 
order until the gentleman from North Carolina 
gave way for that purpose. 

' Mr. BYNUM said he would not, certainly, re- 
| fuse permission to any gentleman to submit a mo- 
tion which would operate for the convenience of 
: the House, ifit be the general understanding that 
he should take the flvor afterwards. 
| Mr. HOFFMAN then submitted his motion’ to 
' adopt the amended rules until otherwise ordered. 
Mr. HAND offered an amendment, proposing 
! the adoption of the rules, with the exception of 
| those authorizing the previous question. 
Mr. HOFFMAN said he had not yielded the 
` floor, and moved the previous question on his pro- 
position. 
Mr. HAND. We have no rules, and therefore 
, no previous question can be moved. My object 
: ig to cat off that question, which so cften embar- 
rasses the bus'ness of the House. 

The CHAIR said the previous question was 
known to the parlamentary law; and 

A‘ter some furiher conversation, the motion for 
the previous question was ente: tained and seconded, 
: and the main question ordered to be put. 

The question o2 the adop'ion of the rules, as 
amende}, wes theo put, and decided in the af- 
l firmative. 

i Mr. BOTTS said, by the cour'esy of the gentle- 
: man from North Carolina, he rose to make a brief 

' explanation, without comment, in regard toa news- 

| paper report. 

Cries of “No! No!” 

Mr. B. was permitted to proceed. He said it 

l was a custom in that House, one which he sh ud 


i not then undertake to discuss the prop:iety of, for 


' gemlemen to no'ice the numerous statements 
. wh'ch appear in the various public prints, which 
| misrepresent them; and he would now call the 
‘ attention of the Speaker and the House to a let er 
' which was placed in his hand, and which ar- 
| pearel to have been writen by the letter-writer of 
' the Charleston Mercury. He did not know who 
| this 'etter-writer was, but he would read tke letter, 


which was as follows: 
| «In the House, Mr. Borrs attempted fo get Pp 
i another pistol affair, in consequence of gia 

nrade yesterday by Mr. Smirn of Mare ' of his 
| in his speech of Thursday, was very jibera is 
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abuse on Andrew Jackson—called him a tyrant, 
impostor, and of corse every thing else vile and 
villainous. Mr. Samira, in his reply yeter- 
day, stated that history would give the lie 
to the opprobriam which had been heaped 
upon the Hero of New Orleans, and that 
his memory would live when his abusers 
and their abuse should be forgotten,&c. To the 
remark about history, Mr. Botts took exception, 
and expressed a great deal of uneasiness to know 
whether it was used in a personal sense, and inti- 
mated that if it was so intended, daggers, pistols, 
and bowie knives would be the consequence. To 
this threat Mr. Smrru, (who, by the way, is a jolly 
good humored wag, and the the largest man ia the 
House, save Mr. Lewis,) replied that he meant as 
usual all that he said, and that if the gentleman 
Jacked a quantum sufficit of that scarce commodity, 
common sense, to understand words, he really could 
not at this time waste the money of the people, by 
giving the chivalrous member frum Virginia an 
opportunity of exterminating him, or vice versa. 
With this explanation, Mr. Botts seemed satisfied, 
and said a few words about ‘whatsoever’ insult 
was intended, not being applicable to him, &c. and 
took his seat, mach mori. fied at the laughter at 
which the conclusion of this tragic farce was re- 
ceived by the au‘ience.” 

Mr. B. said he had no motion to submit on the 
subject; but he submi ted to the Chair, and to every 
gentleman on t.at floor, if they did not recognise 
this letier as a base fabrication from begin- 
ning to end; and he submit:ed it to the House, if it 
did not become their dignity, if privileged sea's be 
given by them, that they should, at least, net be 
given to blackguard letter-writers, to misrepresent 
what takes place there. He understood that they 
were adm.tied as reporters of facts and pri cied- 
ings, and not as letler-writers, to misrepresent what 
ac ually occurs. 

Mr. PETRIKIN gave notice that he would ask 
leave, on Tuesday next, cr the first day that it 
would be in order to doso, to report a bill to re- 
peal an act to relieve from duty, iron prepared for, 
and ac‘ually laid on, railways or inclined planes, 
approved 14th July, 1832, and to gradua‘e the 
duty to be paid on such iron hereafter imperted 
from foreign countries. 

Mr. KEIM rose for the purpose of offering a pe- 
tition of high privilege, as it goes to the very orga- 
nization of the House. It is a petition from CHARLES 
J. InarRsorL, claiming a seat upon this floor as the 
Representative of the people of the Third Congres- 
sional district of Pennsylvania. He trusted that 
the importance of this subject would be acknow- 
ledged, and hoped he might be permitted to send it 
to the Clerk’s desk, and have it read. 

Objection was made by Mr. R. GARLAND. 

Mr. RAMSAY said the gentleman the other day 
had objected to the reception of the petition which 
he presented from the citizens of the Third Con- 
gressional district on this subject, on the ground 
that they had nothing to do with the question; and 
at the same time said if it were a petition from Mr. 
INGERSOLL, he would not have objected. Mr. R. 
said this petition was from that gentleman himself; 
whereupon, 

Mr. R. GARLAND withdrew his objection, and 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Caro- 
lina, was, withoat being read, referred to the Com- 
mit ee of E'e: tio: s. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, said, be- 
fore proceeding to the regular. business, he would 
move that the Committee of Elections be permit- 
ted to sit daring the sittings of the Hcuse; which 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. J. W. JONES, chairman of the Committee 
cf Ways and Means, by permission, reported fiom 
faid committee a bill making appropriations for 
the naval service for the year 1840; which was 
twice read, and, on his motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Siate of the Union, 
and ordered to be printer. 

Mr. BELL presented sundry depositions in re- 
lation to the New Jersey contested election; which 
were, on his motion, referred to the Committee of 
Elections. 

Mr. RAMSAY made another effort to present 
the petition from the citizens of the Third Con- 
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gressional di‘trict of Pennsylvania, in relation to 
the contested seat of Mr. Narog; but was ob- 
jected to. 

Mr. SARGEANT made an effort to report a 
bill from the Judiciary Committee, proposing to 
correct certain errors in the census law of last 
year; bat it was a'so objected to. re: 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, asked permission to 
make a report from the Committee on Territories, 
in relation to the difficulties existing between the 
State of Missouri and the Territory of Iowa. 
The difficulties had been temporarily settled there, 
but it was believed they would come to hostilities 
yet, in consequence of the Governor of Missouri 
having refused to abide by the agreement entered 


into by the citizens of the two counties disputing. . 
He thought that report would allay all excite- 


ment. 


Mr. HUBBARD said he objected to its recep- | 
tion, because there was a war going on in that : 
House between the Abolitionis's and the people of | 
the South, and until that was settled, he would not | 


consent to any mation of the kind. 


Mr. BYNUM proceeded in his remarks. He | 


referred to the extraordinary remarks of the gentle- 


man frem Massachusetts, (Mr. Apams,] a few |: 


days ago, and those of Mr. Hunt on yesterday, | 
disclaiming that they were Abolitionists; and en- | 


deavoring to rid themselves and the Whig party 
of the odium of being identified with the Abolition 
party. The latter gentleman, particularly, had 
asserted that some of the leading men of the De- 
mocratic party were also identified with the cause 
of Abolition. That gen‘leman had ailuded to the 
case of Gerrit Smith, of New York, who (he said) 
was nominated by some of the Democratic party 
at Albany for the United States Senate. Mr. B. 
was proceeding to make an explanation to show 


= —e 


of Albert H. Troy and Addison Gardner, two dis- 
tinguished gentlemen of opposite politics had been 
rejected, moved that of Gerrit Smith, as a sort of 
burlesque upon the whole preceeding, which was 
carried on in such “hot hastc” as to break over 
all the rules of legislation, the majority even re- 
fusing to print the bill which solemnized the mar- 


| riage banns between Whigery and Conservatism. 


Mr. BYNUM then examined the arguments in 
support of the right of petition by the gentlemen 
who had preceded him, to which he dissented. 
He then went over the whole field of constitu- 
tional rightsinvolved in this question, and presented 


| many new views; and then adverted to that poriion 


that this nomination was not a nomina'ion by the '' 


Democratic party, but was an individual move- 
ment, more in burlesque than in seriousnes?, when 


Mr. FILLMORE said he did not understand his ; 
colleague [Mr. Hunt] as saying that Mr. Smith . 
had been put in nomination by the Democratic | 


party. He understood him as saying that he had 
been put in nomination by a member from the 


county of Otsego, (who had been run as Speaker : 


by that party,) and that that gentlemen had 
moved that the name of Gerrit Smith be inserted 
in the bllasa-proper person to be supporied for 
United States Senator. 


Mr. PRENTISS, by the perm’'ssion of Mr. B. | 


made the fillowing explanation of the case 
referred 10 above. Mr. P. said Mr. Hunt, of 


New York, in his remarks of yesterday, re- ` 
ferre to the fact that Mr. Levi S. Chatfield, . 


who repr.sents the county of Otsego, in the 
Assembly of that State, had moved to insert 
the name of Gerrit Smith, a leading Abolitionist, 
in a bill appointing a United States Senator, and 
spoke of it asan evidence that the Democrats of 
the North favored that interest, Mr. Cha'field be- 
ing, hesaid, a prominent member of that party, 
and its candidate for Speaker of the body of which 
he is a member. 

Mr. P. asked leave to say a word in re- 
ply to the imputation upon Mr. Chatfield of be- 
ing an Abolitionist. 
of his constituents, and that the gent’eman from 
New York, [Mr. Hont] had spoken truly when he 
pronounced him to be a man of talents and influ- 
ence. Mr.P. knew him well, and could assure 
the House that he was a Democrat; and one, too, 
who had beena uniform opponent of Abolition- 
ism, not only in the county of Ots-go, but in the 
Legislative Hall of his State, where the De- 
mocra‘’s had sent him for the last two years to 
look after their interests. In the preliminiary ac- 
tion of the Assembly on the ques ion of appointing 
a Senator, Mr. Chatfield having been called on to 


nominate a candidate, named Eben. B. Morehouse, : 
who is a resident of the same town where my home | 
is, and who has, on every suitable occasion, repu- | 


diated abolition doctrines and sentiments; but in 
the further progress of the ques ion, a bill was in- 


troduced for consummating the appointment, and | 


Mr. C. finding that the Whigs were determined 
that no other name but that of Nathaniel P. Tall- 
madge should be inserted in it, and afier the names 


of the speech of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Apams,] in which he had spoken of the 
tremendous influence the Eng'ish literature was 
exerting over the question of slavery throughout 
the civilized world; and adveried to the remarks of 
Mr. Hunt, as to the denunciations which were be- 
ing heaped upon America by foreign peri odicals for 
permitting the institution of slavery to exist. He 
denounced, in the warmest terms, the course of 
argument thus pursued, and the reference to the 
opinions of British serfs, by those gentlemen, for 
the purpose of operating on our own liberal insti- 
tutions. 

Mr. B. then referred to the report of Mr. Pinck- 
ney in 1836, and the effort made by the Whig party 
and Abolitionists to s'ifie thay report. By refe- 
rence to the yeas and nays, he proved that they 
identified themselves with the Abolitionists, and 
voted with them against the resolutions accompa- 
nying that report. These resolations declared that 
Congress possessed no constitutional authority to 
interfere with slavery in the States or District of 
Columbia, and proposed to receive and lay all pe- 
titions on that subject on the table, without being 
read or debated. These resolutions had even been 
denounced in the South as Northern resolutions, 
because they admitted the reception of Abolition 
petitions, while they were universally denounced 
by the Abolition presses of the North as interfering 
with the sacred right of petition. 

The powerful arguments of that report, he said, 
had not produced the effect to allay the exci!ement; 
it had not given quiet to the Ab»titionists, but, on 
the contrary, had on'y increased their strength. 


. Mr. B. then alluded to the repcrtof Mr. CALHOUN 
: on incendiary publications; and the bill which had 


, accompinied that repert for their suppression, 


which he said passed that body by the casting vote 
of Mr. Van Boren, then Vice President. No one, 


' he said, could doubt the talent of Mr. CALHOUN, 


the author of that report. Yet the powerful argu- 
ments contained in itdid not satizfy the Abolitianis s. 
They of the North want argument, said the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Apams] Thry 
want to reason, to talk with us, &e. Mr. B. 


| would inquire of them if the speech of Mr. Cray, 


He said that Mr. C. was one `: 


i want 
ed—they know 


in the Senate of the United States, was not one 
fraught with the most powerful arzumen's against 
the prayers of the Abvlitionists? That speech, 
powerful as it was, did not satisfy or quiet them; 
but, on the contrary, only excited them to renewed 
exertions. He believed the very able arguments 
of that speech sealed the fate of Mr. CLAY with tte 
Abolitionis's, and deprived him®of the nomination 
for which he had been so long aspiring. 

Mr. B. then read from the Emancipator the ex- 
ul:ation of the Abolitionists: at the nomination of 
Gen. Harri-on for the Presidency and at the defeat 
of Mr. Clay,in jus ification of the above opinion. 

Mr. B. believed when gentlemen from the North 
asserted on that floor that all the Abolitionists 
wanted to satisfy them was argument, that they 
knew it was without foundaticn. They do not 
argument—‘hey want their prayers grant- 
the feelings of that House 


, towards them; yet they flocd us with their petitions, 


and it is all stuff to attempt to satisfy them 
the House should determine to feeeive da ee 
pei atric year, it wonld be impossible 
eventually to do any of the publ. i 
peat y publ.c business of the 
Mr. B. then examined into the h'stor 

i y cf the pro- 
ceedings of the House at previous LESON ON 
propositions connected with this subject, for the 
purpose of proving that all those who a:ded and 
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abetted the Abolitionists on that floor, with very few 
excep'ions, were Whigs. He went into a history 
of the proceedings of this year to the same end, 
proving that all the speeches made, in any manner 
aiding the cause cf the Abolitionists, were by 


Northern Whigs. He then adverted to the yeas | 


and nays in farther proof. Those on the decision of 
the Speaker that the presentation of petitions,accord- 
ing to parliamentary law, comprehended the mo- 
tion of reception. A Whig (Mr. Barnarp, of 


New York] took an appeal from that decision. He | 
believed the whole South and Democratic pariy | 
voted to sustain the appeal; and fifty voted against | 
it, of which forty-eight were Whigs and Abolition- | 
ists, The gentlemen, he said, were attempting to clear | 
their skirts of the shame of supporting the Aboli- | 


tionis's; but, from their votes on this proposition, 
they might tell him till doomsday they were not 
‘Abolitionists, he would not believe them, because 
their votes show that they have indirectly aided 
‘their cause. ; 

Oa the motion to lay the question of reception 
of the Abolition petition presented by Mr. Lin- 
coN on the table, 63 Whigs and Abolitionists 
voted against it, and only 6 Democrats. The 
Whigs came up to the rescue of the Abolitionists 
1 k- men, yet this, they say, means nothing. 

Theo resolution of Mr. Cotes, of Virginia, pro- 
posing to receive those petitions, and lay them on 
the table without debate or further action, was be- 
fore the House, and the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Tuompson] moved to lay it on the 
table. 102 voted for that motion, and 98 against 
jt. There were only 8 Democrats who were in 
favor of laying it on the table. 

The resolution of Mr. Cores was identical with 
that offered by Mr. Patton a few years ago, and 
which was the effect of a meeting of the Southern 
gentlemen, and which met their entire appro- 
bation. 

These facts were, he knew, anpleasant to gen- 
tlemen; but they must remember that they made 
certain charges, and they ought at the time to have 
-known that these facts would appear in jadgment 
against them. Yes; there was not a single Northern 
Whig who voted against laying Mr. CoLes’s resolu- 
‘tion on the table, while every Northern Democrat 
voted for it. I know that some of my Southern 
brethren have strong prejudicés, and are unwilling 
to vote in favor of any resolution coming frem the 
Democratic party. They may believe the measure 
is right of itself, but oppose it, in consequence of 
the party it comes from. 

Mr. BYNUM having given way at the request 
of Mr. Hasersnam of Georgia, 

Mr. HABERSHAM said that he and his col- 
Jeagues had all voted against the adoption of Mr. 
Coxzs’s resolntion. That it would appear from 


-the remarks of the gentleman from North Caro- 


lina, that they may have been actuated, in giving 
that vote, by the consideration that the re- 
solution had come from one of the Democratic 
pery. Mr. H. said that he and his colleagues 
were actuated by no sach motive-—that they had 
voted without reference to such consideratioas— 
that even if they bad been inclined to vote for it, 
which they were not, and had voted for it, that 
not one of them, in his opinion, could have hoped 
‘to come back here, because :hey and their constitu- 
enis were opposed to the reception of these peti- 
tions altogether. Whereas CoLEs’s resolution pro- 
posed to receive them and lay them on the table 
without further action. _ 
Mr. B. said the gentleman from Georgia had 
misunderstood him if he supposed he had attri- 
bated any improper motive tohim. There were 


no gentlemen, of either party, for whom he had | 


more respect than the gentlemen from the State of 
Georgia. He then referred to other votes much 
- stronger than the above, and particularly to the re- 
Solution of Southern gentlemen, where all the 
‘Northera Whigs voted with’ the Abolitionists 
“against the propositions from-the South, while the 
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Democrats sustained them, which, he said, was saf- 
fic ent to open the eyes of the Southern Whigs to 
the position they occupied with that party. 

Mr. B. then referred the Southern men to the 
source from whence those Abolition petitions came; 
nine-tenths of which, by reterence to the Clerk’s 
files, had been presented to that House by Whigs 
of the North. 

Mr. B. said, if there was any doubts in the 


. minds of the Southern people as to who were and 
| who were not Abolitionists in that House, they 


need only refer te the speeches and the votes of its 
members. If they wanted further evidence, I 
would refer them to the remarks of a certain mem- 
ber of this House who characterised the Northern 
Democrats, who usually vote for preserving the 
constitutional obligations imposed on them, and 
who are opposed to an interference with the rights 
uf the South, as “Southera slaves.” He would 
refer them to the remark made by a certain Aboli- 
tionist of the House, |Mr. Pecx,] when the vote 
was about being taken on laying Mr. Coixs’s reso- 
lation on the table, “now come up you Southern 
slaves, and show yourselves.” Yes, sir, this was 
the language applied to these patriotic, high-minded 
men, who regard their constitutional obligations to 
the South, who are for giving quiet to the North on 
thiseexciting subject, and for. preventing a servile 
and desolating war. ; 

Mr. PECK here interrapted Mr. B and desired 
to know if the gent'eman alluded to bim. 

Mr. BYNUM. I aliudetoa gentleman of the 
name of PECK. 

Mr. PECK. I can only say thatif the gentle- 
man alludes to me, and speaks of my language as 
coming from an Abolitionist, he says what is not 
true. ; 

Mr. BYNUM. Ifthe gentleman is not an Abo- 
litionist, there is not one in existence ; all his votes 
and all his speeches on that question are given in 
support of the, Abolition party. I believe he is 
one, and will venture to say that there are not ten 
members of the House who are not of the same 
opinion. ; 

Mr. PECK again interrupted Mr. B., and said it 
was not true that he was an Abolitionist. 

Mr. BYNUM. Does the gentleman mean to 
say that I knowingly assert what is false ? 

Mr. PECK. I mean to say that the gentleman 
asserts what is not true. : 

Mr. BYNUM. Then I say that the gentleman 
is a blackguard and a scoundrel. Mr. Spear, it 
is now seen what course certain gentlemen take 
when their conduct is exposed—when their votes 
are brought to l'ght in opposition to their assertions 
they resort to bullying and browbeating for an an- 
swer. The House will bear me witness that I ne- 
ver willingly insult any one. 

Mr. PECK. For the reason that he is incapa- 
ble of doing so. : 

Mr. BYNUM here, amid loud cries of “order, 
order,” and, while great confusion and disorder 
was prevailing, made some remarks, which were 
not distinctly heard by the Reporter. He was ùn- 
derstood, however, as calling upon the Spravrr to 
order “that blackgnard and scoundrel” to take his 
seat and not to interrapt him further. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina, with great 
reluctance, rose to a question of order. He could 
not remain silent in a body, whenever conduct like 
this was permitted; and he trasted that it would be 
the sentiment of the House, that no excitement, 
however great, justified language such as they had 
just heard. I move, said he, tha', before tt-2 gen- 
tleman from ‘North Carolina is allowed to proceed, 
the House take some order ‘on the subject. 

Mr. JAMESON move that the House do'adjourn. 

Mr. PECK called for the yeas and nays on the 


-motion, which were orderéd; and the question was 


taken, resulting in—yeas 32, nays 141. 

So the House refused to adjourn. © ` 

Mr. THOMPSCN of South Carolina, then rose 
and said: I waited for rome time after the objec- 


ionable language had been used by’ the 'member 
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from North Carolina, in hopes that the general d s- 
approbation heard from all sides of the Houe 
would have induced him to withdraw it. 

Mr. BYNUM said, if the gentleman would 
give way one moment, he would make an explana- 
tion, which he thought would be satisfactory to 
him and tothe House. I admit, said Mr. B. that 
my language was harsh; that it was unparliamen~ 
tary and unsuited to this body; but I was driven to 
it by the outrageous and wanton insult that was 
offered me. I therefore most respectfully apolo- 
gise to the House, and hope this explenation will 


-be satisfactory to it. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, hoped this would 
satisfy the gentleman from South Carolina. The 
gentleman from North Carolina had made every 
explanation that the House ought to require, and 
he:hoped he might be permitted to proceed with his 
remarks. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, after 
some remarks, submitted to the House that the apo- 
logy of the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Bynom,] was not sufficient. He trusted the House 
would consider it necessary for the gentleman to 
withdraw the language he applied to the gentleman 
from New York. 

Mr. BYNUM. “Never, never!” Several voices at 
the same time were heard saying “nuver, never.” 

Mr, JOHNSON, of Maryland, said the gentle- 
man from North Carolina had admitted that be 
used language that was too strong, and had apolo- 
gised to the House for it, This was all he thought 
the House ought to ask. He thought the gentle- 
man from North Carolina had done what was due 
to himself, and his position as a member on that 
floor, and he hoped he might be permitted to pro- 
ceed with his remarks. 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose, and amid loud cries of, 
‘order, order,” said he rose to a question of order. 
There was a certain set of men in that Hall who 
think they can do as they please, and are in the 
-habit cf jumping up and interrupting gentlemen 
addressing the Chair, whenever any thing is said 
that is unpalatable to them. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland calling Mr. P. to 


order, Sie. 

The SPEAKER desired him to make his point 
of order. f ; : 

Mr. PETRIKIN. I will sir. The gentleman 
from North Carolina having apologised to the 
House. for his remarks, I move that the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Pece] be required by the 
House to withdraw the insulting language which 
called it forth. Sir, said Mr. P. we have had no- 
thing but disorder here from the beginning .of the 
session. Have we not heard to-day two gentle- 
men from New York continually interrupting the 
member from North Carolina, who had the floor; 
and did not one of them get up, while he was 
speaking, and make the most insulting observa- 
tions to him? as 

Mr. JOHNSON here interrupted Mr. PETRIKIN, 
and, with several others, called him to order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN. Is this to be tolerated, Mr. 
Sreaxer? Is such bear-garden conduct to be al- 
lowed in this Hali? l ; 

Loud cries of “order, order,” during wh'ch 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, said the 
resolution he offered was that the gentleman should 
withdraw his language. 

Mr. PETRIKIN. I want that resolution read. 

The SPEAKER said, that no resoiution of the 
gentieman from South Carolina had been received 
by the CHAIR. f 

Mr. PETRIKIN then regewed his motion. 

Mr. THOMPSON said his motion had prece- 
dence, and asked that the question be put on it. 

Fhe SPEAKER was of the opinion that the re- 


_golution of the gentleman of from South Carolina 


was not offered. 3 
Mr. Pergixn’s resolution having been ree 
duced by him to writing, was bere read by the 
CLERK. Sey teres : 
Mr. BRI@GS said the rules required the gentle- 
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o from Pennsylvania to put the words used by 
the gentleman from New York, and to which he 
objected, into writing. —— |.. 

Mr. PETRIKIN declined doing £o, when 

The SPEAKER said the resolution, then, was 
out of order. 

Mr. PECK hoped the House would indulge him 
in saying oné word. He had risen, not for the pur- 
dose of saying any thing in relation to the motion 
‘of the gentleman from Pennsy:vania, (Mr. Perai- 
‘nin, ] further than to express his desire that, if any 
member believed be had used language disrespect- 
ful to the House, or indecorous or unparliamenta- 
ry; he would send to the Chair a resolution to that 
effect. If the House should determine that the lan- 
guage he used was offensive, he would leave his 
place here, he would leave the world, before he 
would retract it. He was charged with being an 
Abolitionis. He denied the charge; and before he 
would retract that denial, he would cease to live. 

Mr. DUNCAN then moved that the gentile- 
man fromi North Carolina be permitted to proceed; 
which motion was agreed to without a division, 

On motion of Mr. HAND, 

The Hous then adjourned. 


House or Representatives, 


; ; January 25, 1840. 
To the Editor of the Globe: 

Sir: Your Reporter misapprehended my object 
yesterday. It was, as the resolution [ offered will 
show, not to dispense with the “previous question,” 
but, on the contrary, to restore it to its old position 
during last Congress, and rid it of the crippling 
effect of the amendment recently adopted by this 
Howse. I wished to'restore to {t its power to cut 
the Gordian knot of artfal and dilatory amend- 
ments, by which I feared important bills might 
be greatly retarded, if not defeated. 

A. C. HAND. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
~ BarturbaY, December 26, 1839. 

Mr. PETRIKIN (with the permission of Mr. 
Bynum, who was entitled. to the floor) rose and 
moved a correction ef the journal with regard to 
the time at which be had given notice that he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill relative to the 
repeal of the duties on railroad iron; which motion 
was agreed to. 

_Mr. PECK rose and asked permission to makea 
cortection with regard to the report of yesterday's 
proceedings in one of the city papers. 

The SPEAKER asked if tte gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. Bynum] gave way. 

Mr. BYNUM. Certainly, for an explanation. 

Mr. PECK observed ‘that he wished to correct, 
by a verbal statement, an erroneous report of some 


nstituyénal obligations imposed on them, and 
10 apf opposed 10 an ihierference with the rights 


of\ae South, as ‘Scuthern ‘slaves.’ He would 
refer them to the remark made by a certain Aboli- 
tionist of the House, (Mr. Pucx,] when the vote 
was abont being taken on laying Mr. Cots’ re- 
solution on the table, ‘now come up you Southern 
slaves, and show yourselves.’ Yes, sir, this was 
the language applied to these patriotic, high-minded 
men, who regard their constitutional obligations to 
the South, who are for giving quiet to the North on 
- this exciting subject, and for preventing a teérvile 
and aE war. EN 
E t. PECK here taterrapte t Mr: B. and des 
to hat ser Ped a allnded © him, os 
r. - Talude to 
aae I >a gentleman of the 


‘ed that it was applied to him. 


. tecognise the right of any member to 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. PECK continued. Now, sir, I do not read 
the remaining portion of the report of what followed, 
not because it 1s not grossly and entirely incorrect 
in more than one instance, but because my only 
desire is to make a correction of that part of it 
where I was personally alluded to. If I had not 
regarded myself as personally alluded to—if no 
more had been said by the member from North 
Carolina than appears in that report, 1 should not 
have felt myself called on to notice it, because 
there was no such language used by me as thal 
in the repart. It would require a great ob'iquity of 
understanding to suppose that I vsed the term 
“Southern slaves” in reference to any members of 
this House, and therefore I could hardly have sop- 

sed that I was personally alluded to by the mem- 
Per from North Carolina in that part of his re- 
marks. £o much of the paragraph he had quoted 
dowa to the words “Southern + laves,” was correct. 
But the report omitted to give the language which 
called forth his nolice. According to his recollee- 
tion it was substantially ihs: The member from 
North Carolina, turning himself towards him, said, 
“the voice came from that quarter” —“t was from a 
rank Abolitionist;” and by the geatleman’s turning 
himeelf round towards him at the time he supposed 
the remark was intended for bhim, and noticed it 
accordingly. Those who knew him, knew that he 
was not an Abolitionist, and he cculd not permit 
any one to apply that epithet to him on this floor 
without a contradiction. The language attributed 
to him by the gentleman from North Carolina, 
and reporied in the Globe, was such ashe pever 
had used; and he therefore coald not have suppos- 
But he regarded 
himself as personally alluded te, when the gentle- 
man turned round towardshim and used the lan- 
guage he had quoted.* 


Mr. SMITH asked permission of the gentleman 
from North Carotina, and of the House, to intro- 
dnce a resolution whichhe said was intended to 
facilitate the transaction of the public business. 
[Cries of “No, no!” and “let us hear what it is,” 
from others.} 

Mr. 8. said: it was a resolution to appropriate 
one hour every morning tothe reception of peti- 
tions, not on the subject of Abolition. 

Objections being made by several, the resolu- 
tion was not received. 


‘Mr. BYNUM, who was entitled to the floor, 
rose, and said, he regretted exceeding a con- 
tinuaon of the most unpleasant controversy that 
occurred yesterday evening—but in justification of 
the observations he then made, he would read an 
extract from a report in one of the journals of the 
day, showing the evidence on which his remarks 
were predicated. In the report of the proceedings 
an Mr. Coxzs’s resolution, he found the following: 


“Mr. Pzcx. moved for a call of the House. 


There were some Nor:hern slaves there, he said, 


whom he wanted to be emancipated. Mr. P, then 


‘called for the yeas and nays on his motion; which 


“The Reporter begs leave to make a brief reply 
to Mr. Psou’s ‘notice of his labors in yesterday's 
paper. The report was intended merely as an out- 
line of the prceeedings, and it is believed was a 


. correct one. The Reporter heard no such remark 


as that attributed to Mr. Bynum by Mr. Peck, and 
still thinks that Mr. P. is mistaken. The Keporier 
was aware that Mr. Bynum used the phrase ‘‘South- 
ern slaves” incorrectly, but did not feel at liberty to 
make the correction. He supposed that Mr. Prck 
recegnised its application to himself from the fact 
of his having, on a former occasion, used “Northern 
slaves” in the same connection. The Reporter 
is egg willing that any gentieman who 
thin s. that he is not reported correctly, may 
set himself right before the public, and will be 
happy to assist him to do so; but he will not 
ghis t put language 
not in his report, in the mouth of another. This is 
a license which will be accorded to no human be- 
ing. As to Mr. Pgcx’s asseriion that the “report 
is grossly and entirely incorrect,” the Reporter 
throws himself on the recollection of every gentle- 
man present, Mr. Bynum authorises him to say 
that his remarks were given correctly. 


were ordered, and the question beirg taken, it was 
decided in the negative—yeas 86, nays 113” 
In another part of the same report he found a 
motion inade by the same gentleman, zs follows: 
“ Mr. Pec mcved a call of the House, but sub- 
sequently wihdrew his motion. We have, said 
he, some refugee slaves from the North that I wish 


brovght in.” $ 

This (said B.) was the report of the procee lings 
on the dey Mr. Cores’s resolution was acted on; 
and as it has remained uncontradicted to this day, 
I am warranted in presuming that it was correct. 
‘Jt was true (he said) he made a mistake in using 
the term “Southern slaves,” instead of ‘Northern 
slaves;” but even with that mistake, the gentleman 
alluded to could not avoid knowing for whom the 
allusion was intended; nor could any one doubt 
at the time that the term “Northern slaves” 
was appl.ed to those members of this House 
who are for preserving the Const tution, and sus- 
taining the peace and tranquillity of the country, 
with the perpetuity of our institavons. It was ihs 
fist time, Mr. B. said, on the floor of Cong e's, 
that to call a man an Abolitionist was deemed so 
offensive, as to call forth a gross and. wanton in- 
sult in reply. ; 

The SPEAKER informed Mr. B. that no per- 
sonal allusion wou'd be permitted. 

Mr. BYNUM said he made no personal allu- 
sions. He never deemed it an offence tocalla 
man an Abolitionist. He never denied that there 
were some few Democrats in the Abolition ranks. 
Their votes showed that there were trom five to ten 
of them in this House. But what he wanted tLe 
country, and the South particularly, to know, was, 
that there were from sixty-five to seventy-five 
deeply died Abolitionists in the Whig ranks in that 
House. 

Mr. B. proceeded to examine the course of the 
Whigs and Abolitionists in Congress, and in the 
States, and among other cases, to show that they 
uniformly acted together, he referred to the vote on 
the admission of Arkansas into the Union. The 
whole Democratic party of the North vo'ed for the 
bill, and of the fifty who voted against it, forty-five 
were Whigs and Abolitionists. The vote in the 


| Senate, in favor of the bill was thirty-one, and 


i litionist. 


againstitsix. Every Abolition State there voted 
in the negative. He then referred to the course 
ofthe Whig party in New York, Pennsylvania, 
and other States, in which ke conclusively proved 
by the facts read to the House, that the Whigs had 
invariably acted with, and in defence of the Abo- 
luionis!s. 

Mr, B. replied to that portion of the] remarks 
of Mr. Stranty in which he asserted that 
Mr. Morton, the Demecratic candidate for 
Governor of Massachusetts, was an Abo- 
He said he held in his hand, and 
read to the House, an address from Garrison, the 
great champion of th: Abolition party, in which 
he called on the Abolitionists of that State to vote 
for Mr. Everett, the Whig candidate, on the 
ground that that gentleman was in favor of the im- 
-mediate abolition of slavery; and, at the same time, 
denounced the Demccratic candirgte (Morton) for 
-not being one. Mr. B. hoped this call would be 
received as good evidence of the identity of Whig- 
ery and Abolition there, and would have the effect 
to open the eyes of the South that the charge that 
the Democrats were in favor of Abolitiun, and 
which was intended to blind and delude some 
of them, was unfunded. Mr. B. then referred 
to the effect which the abolition movements would 
have upoa the commerce and manufactures of 
that State. He asked who gave support to tho.e 
two great interests? Who consumed those manu- 
factares, and gave employment to the shipping of 
that State? It was the effect of the labor of tha 
South; the substance of the rich valley of ihe Mis- 
sissippi and ferti‘e soil of the South. It was the 
South that gave employment to thousands of her 
citizens. He warned them to avoid the ef 
fect the pregress of the Abol.tion cause would pro- 
duce on her interests. But he congratulated the 
country that the trammels of Federalism and 
Abolitionism were about being broken in that State, 
and hoped that practical men would be permitted 
to participate in her legislation, and bring about a 


diferent state of things. He believed the question 

Woold resolre inef isto a question of peace or 
war, if these fan tics were thus permitted tv futher 
beir des gns. 

Mr. B tren a'tuded to the coorte of Whig Re- 
preen a'ives fiom the city an! State of New York, 
in voling with Abo? tonists here, and the effeet it 
weu'd have in d-stroyine the c mmerce of thit 
Siate. Thicgveat interest in that Sate was sup- 
perted by the South and Sonthwest. Thar neble 
city, the now seat of power, would be sacnficed by 
Abolition movements. 
goo t manufactare for herse'f, and wa: taking 
meacures to carry cna commerce of her uwn. 

Mr. B. adverte} to the reasons why the Abali- 
tioaits were throwing their sopport for Harrison 
for the Presidency; and read Irom the Emanc pitor 
portions of bis op niens, which, he presumed, had 
satisfied them; whch opinion was, that he was 
willing to appropriate tne surplus revenue to the 
emancipation of the staves. Mr. B. asked what 
was the surplus revenue? It came from the great 
farming and producing classes of the country; the 
very men who own ths? slaves. The cp: ration 
of this scheme would te to ertai! upon those classes 
a tar, to create a surplus for the purpose of paying 
back to them for their slaves; snd thos, in fact, 
pasing them nothing at all for iheir property. 

Mr. B. said, another question has been intro- 
duced in the d bate on this sn>ject, in relation to 
the polities of two individuals, candi¢a es for the 
Presicency, and letters had been read th-re to 
prove that the nominee of the Harrisburg Conven- 
lion, was not an Abdol:tronist, and that that pariy 
would not take him op, and saprort bim for that 
ofice. He wished to disabuse i.is censtitnents,on 
this subject; and, for that purpose, read a state- 


Already the South had be- | 
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Rights suprorters of Harrison, if there be any, 
there is evidence on record that he declar:d in 
favor of General Jackson’s proclamati¢n, and 
eulogised it as a most adie document, on account 
ot tts prine:pies, and that he gave him far more 
crecit for that one act, than any other of his 
ife. This docum nt received the wa' mest appro- 
val of Daniel Webser, the mrst ultra Federalist, 


on account of its stong g-ound against, the St:te 


Rights principles. Wna! claims has he, then, upon 
the States, or Representatives of the States who 
profe-s those principles? 

Mr. B. conc:uded his remarks by apologizing to 


| the Houte for the time he had occupied, and the 


personal ferling evid-nced yesterday. When he 
commenced, it was his intention to refrain from ali 
personal tes; and he did not depart fre m that course 
till he was impelled, from a sense of duty, to resent 
a gross and personal insnit. His great object had 
b en, from the commencement, to give them facts, 
and to give the South and the whole coun'ry facts; 
to disabuse their minds of the attempt mace there 


’ to ident:fy the Democratic party with Abolitonists 


ment showir g that a large portion cf that conven- - 


lien were Abolitionisis of the first order. The 
vice president thereof, fiom the State of Massa- 
chosetts, was an avowed Abolitionist, and the gen- 
temasa on his left, from Massachase'ts, adm:ted 
it. He did not know much of the opinions 
of General Harrison, bat whether he was an 
Abolitionist or not, he wou'd have to depend on 
them for his election; and efforts have been 
made to conciliate that pary; and he had 


no doubt thit every one in the country woul! supe ` 


port him for that office; and he would put it to 


gentlemen. if be wouid no', from the necessity of | 
the case, ifelecte i by Abolition votes have tu favor ' 


thers: emes. And in proof that he would obtain 
tre Abolition sur port, he then read from the Fman- 
cipator the exultation at the nomination of Hari- 


son, and the acknowle’gt.ent of the Ejitor that | 


“all the slave States went for Clay, and that if it 
had not w en for the Aboitionists. he woud un- 
Coabterly have received that nominstion”™ He 
ealled upon hs Kenucky frien’s in that House, 
for whom, as far as he was acqcanted, he 
had great respect, of ‘they did not teiieve 
that the above acknow e'gment was coriect 
to the letter. He begged them 'o place their hancs 
tpon their hests and ask themse!ves if they 
did not believe, bad it not been for thit move- 
ment, the result would have been different. The 
Aboliticn organs b: fore the nomination at the Har- 
risbarg convention, prediced that “ no slavehoidet 
would ever te President of the United Stats,” and 
he bel.eved if the Whgs and Abi l-tienists be 
permitted to carry oat their designs, that prediction 
would be verified; it woul! be the inevitable re- 
sult from the course of things going on. Yes, 
Mr, Harrison, to quot» his own language from ibe 
Emaocipator, said, “If my vote would effcct it, every 
rarplas dollar should te appropriated to that « b- 
jeet.” He caled upon Southern Whigs to ponder 
well this language ‘The course of tha! personage 
bas been more Jatiiudinovs than apy man in this 
country. His votes in the United States Se- 
bate show him to be the wildest latitudina- 
riso. He was in favor of internal improve- 
ments by the General Government on the 
most Un:imitated sca'e; end upon every que: tion 
connected with the tariff, he voted for the hizhrst, 
even so far as applied to the necessaries of life. 
He is also a Federalist. Joha Rando'ph had called 
him so, and himself and otters for him have not 
dared to deny it. For the benefit of the State 


bv Southern Whigs, and on the other hant to show 
that it was by an amalgamat on of the Wh'gs and 
Abolitionists that the institnrons and interests of 
the Sonth are threatened and endang-red. 

Mr. JOHNSON. of Maryland, cb'ained the floor, 
and said it was due to himself, before entering 
on the discossion of the subject before the House, 


to make a few remarks in relation to the unpea- . 


sant altercation which took place on yesterday. 
He had understood that the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Bynum] before he made the 


motion for him to proceed m his remarks, had | 


retracted the offensive words applied to the gentle- 
man from New York, (Mr. Peck.] But he had 
since learned that the gentleman had not done so. 
If he had so nnderstood him yesterday, that he did 
not withdraw that language, he would not have 
made the moiion or remarks he did. He was the 
last man to palliate unparliamentary language, 
and he felieved it was calculated to do more in- 
jory to the individual using it, than to those it was 
intended to-apply. 

Mr. J. thep proceeded in his remarks. He had 
always been opposed to the discussien of Abolition 
before that House, in any shape or form, becaus® 
he did not consider it a debateable question. It 
may have been supposed, from his anxiety to ob- 
tain the floor, that he wanted to make a speech; 
bat such was not his in‘ention. His anxiety had been 
to get the floor to call the previoas question on the 
preposi!'on of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Tuompson ) But subsequently, from the 
ya:t range which had been taken, not upon the 


merits cf the question, but, he believed, to make 


political cap tal out of it, he now felt himself 
called upon to depart from that course. He felt 
himself bound to sperk his sentiments, that they 
might be }nown to his constituents and the State 
he in part represented. An effort had teen 


made by variovs gentlemen who had spoken, to ; 


show that the Whig party of the United States 
are anx'‘ous to conciliate favor with the Abolition- 
ists, and since the nomination of Harrison had en- 
deavored to throw odium on his character. 


This bad made it manife tly proper for him . 
to throw himself on the indalgence of the House, | 


thet his Srate, 
this ques'ion than most aay other, might know his 
views. He characterised the resolutions which had 


been presented on this subjec', as tuo vague to © 


meet his approbation; and therefore wished, before 
corciuding. to offer a resolution in a more tangible 
form, which would l-ave no ambiguity; so when a 


genileman voted, he could not dece.ve his constitue . 


enis, and would elearly define his position. He had 
voted to lay the resolu'ion of the gentleman from 
Virginia on the table, because it admitted the recep- 
tion of these petitions, and was in fact an invila'ion 
to the Ab litioniss, to send their petitions there; and 
which would bring on discassion, without effecting 
any saluta'v purpose. The resolutions of Mr. 
Patron, of Va. and the one subsequently offered by 
Mr. ATHERTON did not deny the power of Congress 


to abolish siavery in this District; consequently, he | 


could not give support to such resolutions. If 


the right be once conceded to Congress that it had » 


which is more interesed in | 


aa 


the power, it would lay opẹa the door that would 

dissolve the whole South id an hour. He had, 
| always thought these resolutions a finesse, and there- 
ii fore opposed them. 

In alluding to the period when the whole South- 
ern delegaion Jett this Hall, Mr. J. said he 
thanght he saw on that occasion a manifest attempt 
to crea'e political capital out of the excitement. He 
thought he saw an effort to form thereby a nucleus, 
around which they hoped togather the whole South 
for the furtherance and promotion of their selfish 
views. In this opinion he was firm, and believed 
as much as if ithad been communicated by the 
voice of inspiration; and it was with that view that 
he had at ended that meeting, to defeat, if possible, 
such deaiga. 

He dwelt at large on the constitutional righ's of 
the South, and contended that every member there 
had sworn to protect those rights when he took the 
oath of office, and it became them to act according- 
ly. He argued the question at some length,and, be- 
tore eoncluding, yielded the floor to 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, who moved that the House 
adjeurn; but, before taking the ques ion, 

The SPEAKER, by permission, laid before the 
House a communication from the Postmaster Ge- 
neral, encl. sing estimates for the service of that 
Nepariment; which wes, on the metion of Mr. J. 
W. JONES, referred to the Committee of Wa) s and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

Also certain testimony in relation to the New 
| Jersey contested election; which was referred to the 
' Commitee of Elections. 

Mr. LEWIS called for the yeas and nays on the 

motion t> adjourn, but they were not ordered; 
` whereupon, : 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 


Monpay, January 27, 1840. 
Mr. SPENCE appeared in his seat this morne 


ing. 

Mr. WEBSTER, elected by the Legislature of 
Massschusetts, a Senator from. that State for six 
years from the 4th of March last, appeared, was 
qualified, an‘ took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the cred ntials of the 
Hon. N. P. TALLMADGE, elected by the Legis- 
Jature of New York a Senator from that State for 
six years from the 4th of March lasi; which were 


reat. 

Mr. TALLMADGE was then qualificd, and 
took his seat in the Senate. 

The CHAIR submited a massage from the Pre- 
sident of the United States transmitting a report 
fiom the Acting Secretary of State, in reply toa 
resolation of the Senate concerning the slaves in the 
brigs Comet, Encomium, and Enterprise. {The 

: report states that 23,500 pounds sterling have been 
|| appropriated by the British Parliament as a c m- 


|; pensation to the owners of the slaves.) Laid on 
| the table, and orde-ed to be printed. 

Alro, a report from the Secretary of War, in 
answer toa resolution of the Senate of the 30ih 
- ult. as to the amount of appropriations necessary 
i to the completion of the Cumberland Road; whch 
' was laid on the tab'e and ordered to te printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Navy, 

in reply to a resolution of the Senate respecting 

| the defences of the United States; which was laid 
` on the tatle. 

Also, areport from the Secretary of the Navy, 
in relatin to the appropriations of 1839; which 
| were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

‘ Also, a memorial from the Legislative Courcil 

` of the Territory of Iowa, praying an appropriation 
for a’peni‘entiary; which was refcrred to the Com- 

| mittee on Fiance. 

| Also, a petition of Mrs. Sally Ross, widow of a 

Revolutionary so'dier; which was referred to the 

Committee on Pensions, 

Also, a petition from Capt. Edward McKabe; 
which. was referred to the Committee on Pensions 
| Mr. WRIGHT presented a memerial from a 
|! number of citizens of Albany county, praying H 
|| establishment of a certain designated poi rod 
|| which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
i| Office and Pest Roads. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the 


ji 
[ 


memorial of James 


` 
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Harrison, praying the establishment ofa port of 
entry at Yan Baren, in the State of Arkansas, for 


the pu 
Mexico; 


ein STURGEON presented the petition of a 


number of citizens of Franklin county, Pennsyl- 
vania, praying for a reduction of the rates of post- 
age; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of James 
Williams; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Miguel Esclava; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memoria 
of citizens connected with the raising of silk; which 
was referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of Flem- 
ming Wood; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. à 

Mr PRENTISS presented the petition of the 
widow of Samuel Allen, praying to be allowed a 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. ` 

Mr. WHITE presented the remonstrance of 
sundry citizens cf Wisconsin, against the conni 
imation of claims to lands preferred by Laventufe, 
Childs, and Thompson; which was reʻerred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the memorial of agents of 
tertain steam packet companies, plying between 
the port of New York and various ports of Great 
Britain, praying such a modification of the laws on 
drawback as to allow them a debenture on the 
coal which is consumed by them on their return 
passage, made a report thereon. The committee 
were of opinion that a proper construction of the 
present law would afford the desired relief, and 
prayed to be discharged from the further conside- 
ration thereof. The adoption of the report was 
advocated by Messrs. WRIGHT and DAVIS, 
and opposed by Messrs. CLAY, of Kentucky, and 
KNIGHT, on whose motion it was laid on the 
table and ordere’ to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the memorial of the vestry 
and churchwardens of St. Philips, at Charleston, 
S. C. praying that they may be allowed to import 
an organ free of duty, reported:a bill for their re- 
lief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. : 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the report cf the Secretary of the Treasury 
on the fiscal regulations of foreign countries, asked 
that they be discharged from its further considera- 
tion—that it be laid on the table, and printed, and 
that ten thousand additional copies be printed; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Commiitee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
Lewis Gordon, asked to be discharged from its fur- 
ther consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following reso- 
ution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire whether the law respecting 
vessels propelled by steam does not require revision 
and amendment. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

The bill to establish a Board of Commissioners 
to hear and adjudge claims against the United 
States was taken up, and after being debated by 
Messrs. LINN, PRENTISS, SEVIER, HUB- 
BARD, and PRESTON, was postponed until to- 


which was referred to the Committee on 


~ morrow. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, Jan. 27, 1840. 

Mr. Wappy Tuompson’s proposition to amend 
the rules, and Mr. Apams’s amendment thereto, 
being the order of the day, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, who was entitled 
to the floor, yielded it to l ; 


rpose of facilitating the internal trade with- 
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Mr. J. W. JONES, who reported from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means a bill making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the year 1840; which was read 
twice, and, on bis motion, referred to the Comm.t- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. J. W. JONES, by direction of the same 
committee, reported some estimates to accompany 
the bill for the payment of Revolutionary and 
other pensioners; which document was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. J. W. JONES asked leave of the House to 
submit a resolution to have the necessary printing 
executed. He did not wish to extend it beyond 
the bills and estimates reported from the Ways 
and Means committee, and only made the motion 
from a solemn conviction of the absolute necessity 
of the case. The appropriation bills are all re- 
ported, and not one yet printed. 

Mr. R. GARLAND objected. 

Mr. JONES said one of the bills provided for the 
payment of the Revolutionary soldiers, and unless 
it be printed immediately, it will be impossible to 
pass ı$ before the 4:h of March, at which time the 
payments are due to the pensioners, And if it be 
not passed by that time, the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury will have no funds to pay the old Revolution- 
ary soldier at ths variousfpointsat which payment is 
to be made. Two months of the session had been 


already wasted, and the appropriation bills remain. 


untouched. It is important to do something to se- 
cure the passage of the bills, to enable the Govern- 
ment promptly to meet its obligations. 

Mr. R. GARLAND said he woald persist in his 
objection, unless the gentleman consented to amend 
his proposition to have the printing done on the best 
terms. He had been informed by a gentleman in 
the city, that it could be done twenty-tive per cent. 
cheaper than the prices paid by Congress. 

Mr. JONES then moved a suspension of the 
rules, to enable him to offer the resolation; which 
was read as follows: ~ 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be au- 
thorized to employ some suitable persor or persons 
to execute the printing of the bills, which have 
becn reported, together with the accompanying 
estimates and documents, in the manner prescribed 
by the joint resolation of 1819. 

Mr. R. GARLAND said he would waive his 
objection for the present; whereupon, 

Mr. J. W. JONES withdrew his motion for the 
suspension of the rules; there being no further ob- 
jection, 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved the following as a sub- 
stitute, which was read: 

Resolved, That until the further order of the 
House, the Clerk be directed to procure the prin'- 
ing of the House to be done by such person as 
will do it with the least possible expense to the Go- 
vernment. ; 

Mr. GIDDINGS called the previous question on 
his amendment; which was seconded, and the main 
question ordered to be put. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS demanded the yeas 
and nays on the main qnestion, being on the adop- 
tion of the substitute; which were erdered. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana rose to a question of or- 
der; whether the previous question would not cut 
off the substitute, and was proceeding to debate it, 
but he was ruled out of order by 

The SPEAKER, who stated that, under the new 
rales, it would not, the previous question operating 
only to bring the House to a vote on the last pro- 
position submit'ed. 

The call for the yeas and nays having been partly 
completed, 

Mr. BOTTS asked leave of the House to per- 
mit him and others on the Committee of Elections 

to record their votes. They were absent, attending 
to their duties on said committee when their names 
were called. 

Mr. BRIGGS said it had been unusual to permit 
those belonging to commitiees that had leave to 
hold sessions during the sittings of the House, to 
vote at any time. He had done so himself, under 
jra ea aien i 

r. RD demanded the yeas 
which were ordered, haa 


Mr. PETRIKIN rose to a point of order. He 
said, under the 34th rule of the House, no member 
could vote on a question in which he was personal- 
ly interested. ; 

The CHAIR said this was a matter of public 
interest, and the member could not be considered 


ersonally interested. 
j The yeas and nays were then taken, and were— 


eas 88, nays 101. f 
7 So the ren leen were not permitted to vote. 
The call for the yeas and nays on the substitute 
of Mr. Gippincs was then completed—yeas 109, 
nays 65. 
So the amendment was adopted. _ 
Mr. DUNCAN, who voted for said amendment, 
moved to reconsider the vote on the same; and also 
moved a call of the House before taking the ques- 


tion. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that the call was 
not in ordev—-on the motion for reconsideration, 
the same having been taken under the operation 
of the previous question. He censidered it one of 
the incidental questions necessarily connected with 
the proposition on which the previous question 
operated. Ps 

Mr. CLIFFORD appealed from that decision, 
and demanded ithe yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 95, nays 100. 

So the deci:ion of the SreaxeR was. not sus- 
tained. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved a call of the House; and, 
upon that motion, demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 141, nays 44. 

The call of the House was then proceeded in 
until 216 had answered to their names. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved that all 
further proceedings in the call be suspended. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called for the yeas and 
nays on that motion; which were ordered. There- 


upon, 
Me. JOHNSON withdrew his motion. 

The call was then proceeded in until the absen- 
tees were called over, several of whom were ex- 
cused on account of indisposition. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved to suspend all 
further proceedings in the call. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL demanded the yeas and 
nays, but they were not ordered. 

The question was taken, aud decided in the af- 
firmative. 

The question then cams up on Mr. Duncan's 
motion to reconsider, when 

Mr. DUNCAN observed that the amendment 
virtually destroyed the principle of the resolation of 
1819, which was yet in force, and that it was more- 
over calculated to defeat the very object it con'em- 
plated. He would however have no objection to adopt 
the resolution of the gentleman from Verinont with 
that amendment they were about to reconsider, (for 
he was favorable to the principles contained in it, 
and it was wtih that feeling that he gave it his vote,) 
but the object being temporary, for it limited 
until they could elect a printer, it could not be car- 
ried into effect without great inconvenience as weil 
as conflicting with the existing law. He did net 
know, in the first place, what would be the extent 
of the duty it imposed on the Clerk, both as to tha 
time and manner of carrying it into execution. He 
did not know how much time would be required 
for the Clerk to get this printing done on the 
most reasonable terms. Was he to do it to- 
day or to-morrow? this week or the next? 
The time it would require to do it in would depend 
im a great measure on the extent cf his efforts to 
carry out the terms of the resolution. In order to 
get the printing done on the most reasonable terms, 
must h> confine his efforts to Washington city ? 
The Clerk, Mr. D. thought, would require the time 
necessary to send to Baltimore, Philadelphia, New 
York, Boston, and Cincinnati, and receive propo- 
sals from those cities, or he could not carry out the 
provisions ef the amendment. Would it not be 
necessary, he asked, for him to advertise for pro- 
posals in all these cities? Ifso, the object of the 
resolution would be defeated; and in veting for the 
reconsideration, he would do so from the absolute 
necessity of having the printing done immediately. 
We have notmuch, Mr. D. said, to fear of the dan- 
ger of being over charged for the execution of this 


work. We have the law of 1819, which fixes the 
pecs thore who do the work shall receive, and that 
tav was passed by a Cong:e3s as competent to on 
tlerstand the subject, and who had the good of the 
coaatry as much at heart as this. Bat suppose, in 
carrying oat the intentions of this resolution, the 
Crerx confines his efforts to the city of Washing. 
ton. In that case, what is to prevent a combina- 
tion from being formed among the printers here to 


raise the prices higher than those allowed by the | 


law of 1919? The resolution, as amended, did 
pot previde for the manner in which the work 
should be done. It only provided that the CLERK 
should get the work done on the cheapest terme, 
without regard to time and without regard to the 
qaality of the work. This was another reason 
operating with him for moving the reconsideration. 
No man, Mr. D. said, shoald go ahead of him in 
any measure of economy, where economy was 
practicable; but he did not conceive it to be so in 
this case. Another odjec'ion to the adop‘ion of the 
resolation arose from the fact that they 
must soon go into the election of Printer. The 
interests of the country demanded it, and their duty 
demanded that these interests shou d no longer be 
neglected. Why, then, shouid we at this time in- 
troduce iato this resolution, which can only be a 


tempcrary measure, provisions which, so far from | 


performing its objects, are only ca'calated to defeat | 


them? He was not (Mr. D. saii) favorable to pre- 
vious questions. He had assigned, so very briefly, 


his reasons for moving the recons.deration, as no: | 
to render a reply necessary, and he would, there- | 
fore, for the second time in his life, move the pre- | 


vious question. 


Mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the whole subject i der cannon and other munit'ons of war; which was 


on the table. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that that mo- 
tion was not in order; bat that the gentleman could 
move to lay the motion for reconsideration on the 
table, and that motion wou'd, if it prevailed, carry 
the whole sobject with ir. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then moved to lay the motion 
for reconsideration on the table. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 106, 
nays 111. 

So the House refused to lay it on the table. 

The question then recurring on the motion to re- 
consider it was decided inthe negative—yeas 108, 
nays 100. 

The qustion recurred on the adoption of the re- 
solution as amended; on which 

Mr. EVEREST demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were orjered, and were—yeas 115, nays 97, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon H 
Anderson, Andrews, Biker, Ba nard, Belt, Boni, Butts, Boyd, 
Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Sampson H. Butler, Calhoun, 
Wiiliam B. Campbell, Carter, Cases, Chittenden, Clark, Con- 
nor, J. Cooper, at. A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cushing, Edward Davies, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, 
Daweon, Diberry, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
Fisher, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Gid:lings, 
Gogzin, Gowle, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Gri 0, 
Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Wm. &. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, 
Hilt of Virginia, Hoffman, Hook, Hopkins, Hunt, James, 
Jenifer, C. Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Eempahalh Law- 
rence, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mitchell, Monroe, Mont- 

omerv, Morgan, Calvary Morrie, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Os- 
borne Palen, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Rar olph, 
Rariden,Rid Way, Reel, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, SYepard, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart] Talia- 
ferro, Wadly Thompeon, Tillinghast, Toland, Tri lett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Juhn hite, 
lems Williams, Joveph L. Williams, Coristopher H.\ Wil- 
liams and Sherrod Williams—115, * 


Jameson, J 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, MeCiellan, McCu!- 
loh, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Samuel W. 


lisa, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, 
James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John Sinith, 
Thomas mith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Bweeny, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Tumey, Vanierpoel, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, 
Wick, Jared W, Williams, Henry Wiliams, and Worthington 
_—7, 
8o the resolution was adop'ed. 

_ Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, then proceeded 
in his remarks on the proposition to amend the 
rules, He made a strong constitutional argument 
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against the movements of the Abolition's’s, a synop- 
sis of which there is not room in this day’s paper, but 
the speech will be given hereafter at length. Mr, 
J. before concluding, yielded the floor to Mr. Pe- 
|} TRIKIN, on whos? motion, 
The House adjouraed. 


IN SENATE, 
Torspay, January 28, 1840. 

The CHAIR presented a message from the Pre- 
s‘dent of the United States, communicating a sup- 
plement to the annual report of the Chief En- 
ginerr; which was referred to the Committee on 
Mi'itary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 


| War, transmitting a report from the Commi:s‘oner 


of Indian Affairs of the persons employed by that 
bureau, with their compensation, during the last 
year; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

A'so, a memorial of the Leg'slative Assembly of 


| the Territory of Iowa, tha, setilers on the sixteenth 
i| Sections be allowed a pre-emption right to the same, 
', and that other lands be set apart as school lands; 


i and 
| A memorial from the same body, praying that 
settlers on the mineral lands may be allowed the 
` Tight of pre-emption; and 
A memorial from the same body, praying that 
| the commissi ners of Lee county be authorized to 
; enter a quantity of school lands in the Sac and 
| Fox Teserva'ion; which were severally referred to 
| the Committe on the Public Lands. 
i Also, a memorial of the same body, praying that 
| Congress provide for that Territory three six-poun- 


referred to the Commitee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial of Jacob 
Greaves for a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval A fairs. 

Also, a memorial of the Howard Institotion of 
the city of Washington, praying for assistance; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Alse, the me norial of the president and directors 
of the Bank of the Metropoli:, in the city of Wash- 
ington, praying for a renewal of their charter; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of the 
edm‘nistrator of George Simpson, deceased; which 
was referred to the Committee on F.nance. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of Ma- 
thew Irvine Keith; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Cla'ms, 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a petition of ci izens 
of the State of Delaware, praying for the construc- 
ton of a steam revenue cutter fer Delaware bay; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. PRESTON pres-nted the memorial of the 
heirs of Dr. Thomas Cooper, praying the re- 
payment of a fine exacted under the Alien and Se- 
dition laws; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of a nnm- 
ber of inhabi‘ants of Westchester county, New 
York, for a redaction of the rates of postage; 
which was referred to the Commitee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
the executors of Henry Eckford; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the memorial of Sa- 

uel E. Smith and others, of Wiscasset, praying 
a reduction of postage; which was referred to 

the Committee on the Post Office and Post Reads. 


Mr. YOUNG presented the m-mcria! of Jozeph 
8m th, jr. Sidney Rigdon, and Elias Higbee, in be- 
half of “The Latter Day Saints,” commonly 
called Mormons, praying for a redress of griey- 
ances, inflict d on them by the people of the State 
of Missouri. : 

Mr. Y. moved that it be printed, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

After some iemarks from Mr. LINN, 

Mr. NORVELL moved ty lay ‘he whole subject 
on the thle, 
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Mr. YOUNG called for the reading of the me- 
morial, and it was accordingly read. 

After some further remarks fiom Messrs. BEN- 
TON, PRESTON, and CLAY, of Ken‘ucky, the 
motion to lay on the table was agreed to, with ‘he 
unger ending that it would be ca'led up at an early 

ay. 

Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of Su- 
sannah R. Pickett; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of William Hawkins; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee 
Claims, reported 

= bill for the relief of Joseph M. Hernandez; 
an 

A bill for the relief of George W. Paschall; 
whch were severally read and ordered to a se- 
cond read'ng. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John C, 
Reynolds, late disbursing agent of the Indian De- 
partment; which was reaa, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred 

A bill coucerning the estates of idiots or luna- 
ties and infants in the District of Columbia; and 

A bill giving the assent of Congress to the acts 
of the General Assembly of Virginia, incorporating 
the Falmouth and Alexandria Rai'road Company, 
and for other purposes; 

Reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. M. also, from the same commi:tee, reported 
a bill authcrising the granting of letters testamen- 
tary, and of adminisiration ta aliens in the Dis- 
trict of Colambia; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported an act for the relief of William 
Osteen; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. MERRICK, to 
admit the District Attorney and the Reporter of the 
Supreme Court on the floor of the Senate, was 
taken up and disagreed to. 


Mr. PRESTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion : 

Reso'ved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate the 
cause of the removal of General Call from the 
government of the Territory of Flor.da, and the 
correspondence connected therewith; and also the 
correspondence between the Department of War 
and Governor Call, concerning the war in Florida. 

The bill for the relief of certain persons therein 
named; and 

The bill for the relief of Samuel R. Slaymaker, 
weie severally read a third time, and passed. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. 

The bill to establish a Board of Comm’ssioners 
tohear and examine claims against the United 
States, was taken up as in Committee of the 
Who'e. : 

Mr. SEVIER offered an amendment excluding 
private land claims from the jurisdiction of the bill; 
which was not agreed to—ayes 10, noes 31. 

Mr. PRENTISS offered an amendment ex- 
cluding such cases as were within the jurisdiction 
of the judicial tribunals and the officers of ‘the 
General Government; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER moved a new section, making 
the action of the toard, when adverse to the 
claimants final, but not so when against the United 
States, and that nothing in the bill should compel 
claimants to preseat their claims before this board; 
which was disagreed to—ayes 12, noes 31. 


After some further unimportant amendments, 
which, with those preceding, were debated by 
Messrs. HUBBARD, SEVIER, TAPPAN, 
WALKER, CLAY, of Alabama, PRENTISS, 
GRUNDY, and HENDERSON, the bill was he 
dered to be engrcssed—ayes 25, noes 16, as foi- 
ows: 

i YEAS—Messrs. Clayton, Cr'ttenden, ee 
Davis, Dixon, Grundy, Hubbard, Kirg, n 
Lion, Merrick, Nicholas, Pierce, Prentiss, E 


Roare, Rotinson, Smith, of Connecticut, Souths 


on 


a, 
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ard, Spence, S:argeon, Walker, Wall, Will ams, 
and Young —25. 

NAYs—Messrs. Allen, Benten, Petts, Brown, 
Cahoun, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Keatucky, 


Fulion, Hendenon, Lampkin, Mcuion, Noryeil, | 


Roggies, Sevier, Surange, and Tappan—16. 
Tte Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF RF PRESENTATIVES, 
Tresnay, Janyary 23, 1840. 

The first bes:ness in order was the preposition of 
Mr. Tuompson of South Carolina to amend the 
roles, by the addition of the fullowing: : 

Rescloed, That, upon the presentation of any 
‘memorial or petition praying for the abolition of 


; slavery or the slave trade in any Di-tric!, Ter- 
i ritory, or State of the Union, and upon the presen- | 


tation of any resolution, or other paper toacb- 
ing that subject, the reception of such memorial, 
petition, resolution, or paper, shall te consi ered 
as objected to, and the question of its reception shall 
be la d on the table, without debate cr further action 
thereon. 

And the proposition of Mr. Apams, as a substi- 
tate for the above, ia the following word:: 

Resolved, That the fellowing be added to the 
standing rules of this House, to be numbered the 
Ibt 

“ Every petition presented by the Speaker, or by 
any member, with a brief verbal statement of its 
contents, shall be received, unless objection be 
mace Jo i's reception for special reason; and when- 
ever objection shail be made tv the recept’on of a 
petition, the name of the member objecting, and 
the reason of the objection, sbal be eatered upon 
the journal. The questicn in eve y such case shall 
be, shall the petition be rejected? and no petition 
siall be rejected bot by a majority of the wembers 
pa sest ” 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, wko spule a pari 
of the day on Saturday and jesterday, on the 
above proposi ions, renewed his remarks. Hear- 
gued the im. propriety and urconstitutionality of the 

op'e of the North a'tempting to d prive the peo- 
ple of the Suath of their slave propery, which was 
valued at twelve hundred mi lons of dollars. This 
was the capital, the most available, in fact, upon 
which the Seuth done all its business; and he con- 
sidered that it would be equally copstrut:onal and 
proper for this section of country t> make move- 
ments in that Hall aud elsewhere, to deprive the 
North of all her manofacturing and other eapi'al, 
t.e great sources of its wealth, as for the North to 
censpire, for the purpose cf ceprivinz the Soath of 
her slave preperty. It woald be equa'ly a viola- 
tion cf the Constitution, and just ce, and right, in 
ote case as in the other. 

Mr. J. argued that it had been a blessing to the 
colored race to keep them in slavery, and drew a 
comparison of their condition ia Afmca and this 
count:y. Inthe former, they were litle more in- 
telligent than the ourang cutang species; but now 
they bad become a civilized and Christianized peo- 
ple, and woold, under the dispensations of P.ovi- 
dence, contribute to the spread of Christianity 
throughout the benighted regions of their native 
country. He then referred to the efforis of the State 
which he in part represented, to colonize the Afti- 
can race; and thought he movements of the Aboli- 
ijonists had a tendency to retard these humane ef- 
fo:ts. He then referred to the opinions of the 
people of his own district, and pariiculary to the 
society of Friends, who, he said, were as religious 
anl as homane as the people of any other district, 
and were opposed to all the movements of the 
Abolitionis's. He commented on the œ urse of 
some gentiemen from the North, who, whilst. they 
were contending fur the constitutional right of p2- 
titien, bliaked their eyes at other provisions cf the 
Constitntion, which also secured the rights of the 
people cf the South in th s species of property in- 
vio!ate—and which provisions of the Constitution 
these petit oners ask them to violate, and thereby 

violate their oaths. He thovght the Representa- 
lives of the Nurth had better tell their women pe- 
tivoners to a:tend to knitting their own hose and 
darniog their s‘ockings, rather than come there and 
unsex themselves, be laid on the table, and sent 
10 a committee to be reported on. He 


i 
i 
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considered the question of Abolition was but One 
d-eree in the rear of amalgametion. He inti- 
mated thit the people of Maryland, when the pro- 


per time came, would deferd their propery to the ` 


lastexireaity, and that they would not submit to 
have it severed from them except by the sword. 
Mr. J. dwelt at some length up:n the re’ative de- 
ments of the propositions before ihe House, to all 
of which he was cpposed, because they presented 
no direct issue vpon which to vole; to attain which 
purpose ke woud offer, before taking his seat, 


| another proposition, and called apon those cpp sed 


to the Abolitionists to vote for it, and kdl the 


! hydra, Abolition, in an instant, in such manner that 


it could not germinate its species again; and re- 


| ferred to a precedent on record in the journals, in- 


volving the sam: principle, that had met the sup- 
port of Messrs. ApaMs, GranceR, and others, 
whose support he expected to have on his proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. J. said, so far as this question had been con- 


nected with the subject of the next Presidency, he ; 


regretied it. He thought it was too important and 


vital a question to the interests of the country, to - 
be made, in any degree, a party question. He © 


believed, theugh he was not formerly in favor of 
Harrisen, that the nomination of the Harcisbarg 
convention would meet the unanimous support of 
the Whig party, and that they would rally, and 
rout the Administration cand date, “horse, foot, and 
dragoons.” Mr. Clay, he swid, was his first choice, 
and General Scott his second; but he would now, 
with pride and pleasure, su; port General Harrison 
for the Presifency. 

Mr. J. after having evlogized Gen. Harrison at 


some length, gave some rea-ons why he thought the | 


Sonth should not oppose him. 


Mr. J. on concluding, offered the following | 


amendment to the amendment of Mr. Apams, 


should close. We had been here nearly eight 
weeks, and had, as yet, done nothing but to elect a 
Speaker, and appropriate between three and five 
hundred thousand dollars to pay ourse’ves. 
[Mr. Apams here rose and mede a pint 
of order. His point of order was, whether, 
ac Mr. V. had avowed his intention to move the 
previous question, he coul} be permitted to make 
aspee.h] Mr. V. said he wvu! t reiieve the gen- 
tleman from Masc<achusetts. He had only said 
that he woul i “probably” move the previvus ques- 
tion, but had not p sively committed himself 
upon that point. It was h's right to speak, and he 
should do so, if he felt that the «ccasion 
required it. Had he not spoken before—were 
not his speeches scattered through the 
pages of the debates of this _ House—he 
wcu'd, if any gentleman could be, justinable in 
proiracting tne debate; for he had been named, 
goaded, pointed at; yes, every possible effort had 
been made to provoke him into this debate, and 
still he had forborne, from the consideration that 
what he had thought and said on this subject, 
and what he would again say, if called upon, was 
on recor:!, so that all who wished to know could 
know what were his sentiments upon this agilating 
question. It was “not his talent to conceal his 
thoughts,” and his bold and early expression of 
them here and at home, had, ata very early pericd, 
brought him into market distavor with the Aboli- 
ticns's. He had never wooed them; he had never 
won them, as many Northern politicians hai done. 
To show theestimation in which they held h:m, 
he need only say, that though he had always 
had Abolition’sts in his district, hy had 
never s2nt to him one of thir pzrtit ons; 
had never entrusted him with the pre-entati n of 
them he:e. It had fallen to the lo: of other gentle- 


| men, his collvagues, who were in greater lavor 


striking out all after the word “resolved,” and m- — 


seriing it as a sabstitute: 
“That no pet ton, memorial, resolution, or other 


: paper prayivg the ebolition of slave-y in the Dis- 
: trict of Columbia, or any State cr Territory, or the 


slave trade between the States or Tetritor.es of the 
United States in whch it now exists, shall be re- 
ceived by this Flouse, or entertained in any way 


: whatever.” 


Mr. VANDERPOEL rose, and several gentle- 


; men rising nearly at thesame time and claiming 
' the floor, the Crain award d itto Mr. V. when 


Mr. GIDDINGS r se to a point of order. He 
undeisteod that when a g-nleman addressed 
the Crair, ho must rise in his plac. Now the 
gentieman from New Ycri did not rise in his 

Jace. 

The CHAIR said that, accorling to the usval 
praciuce of the House, the gentleman was entitled 


: tothe flor, thoogh he rcse from a seat that was 


not his own. 
objecied to. 


This practice had never befure been 


Mr. BELL said there was a stronger point of | 


order than that. The question before the House 
had not been propounded by the Chair when the 


| gentleman arose. 


The CHAIR then stated the question before the 


| Honsé io be onthe amendment of the gentleman 


from Maryland (Mr. Jonnson] to the amendment 
of the gentiem n from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams ] 
Mr. VANDERPOEL then immediately rose and 


' cla:med the flvor. 


Aft-r some :emarks from Mr. W. THOMPSON, 
Mr. GIDDINGS tock an appeal, but sabse- 
quen'ly withdrew it, it havirg been sugges ed to 


| him by several of his friends, that it was consistent 


with the usual practice of the Hcuse for a gentle- 


| man to rice and address the Chair out of h s seat. 


with them, to present their petitions. He well 
recollected that his © Whig” colleague [Mr Grax- 
GER] who some days since eulogised the Aholi- 
tionists, by tellieg us that so many of tt em hid 


` poured oat their blood at Lundy’s Lane and Cnip- 


pewa, had here, some thr-e or feur years ag’, 


` presented an Abolition pettion from his (Mr. 


` your garet, and 


» nect 


V’s.) dstrict. He (Mr V.) had always been well 
under.tood by them. He had always beiieved, 
and always so express'd himself, that all toeir 
movements were mischievous, incendiary, insult- 
ing to our Southern bre hren, and against the letter 
and spirit of the solemn compact into which we 
had enured with them. He had here always 
voted to receive their petitions; but the moment 
they were presented, he had voted, and would 
again vote, for the strongest possible measure 
to reject their prayer, nail them to the 
table, mingle them with the rnbbish of 
in the s‘rongest mode mark 
our disapprobation of their object. He wou'd not 
vote for the proposi'i:n that the petit:ong should 
not be received, becau:e he believed that it would 
be creating a new issue, if we adopted sach a pro- 
pesition—an issue which would have the effect of 
re-enforcing the Ab ‘litionists. He had alwa: s risen, 
he trusted he wou'd ever rise, above the m s-rae 
ble atımẸ:ts that had here been mide to cone 
this great and vital question with 


` the pitiful, ephemeral party confi cts of the day. He 


had also risen, and would ever r:s2 above the ‘dea. 
of opposing the mad schemes of No:thern Ato i- 
tonists fr m the narrow cons deration of sustain- 


| ing “ Southern interests and Southern institurions.”” 


_Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, rose to a poiat of | 


ord-r. The question he said had not been pro- 
pounded by the Cha:r, when the member from 
New Yi rk obtained the floor. 

The CHAIR said it was true, that when the gen- 
teman first arose, the question had not been pro- 
pounded; bu: that :he Cuar did, after that, state the 
question to the House, when the member from 
New York, fist rising obtained the floor. 

Mr. VANDERPOKL said he would put it to the 
consciences cf g:ntlemen, whether it was not high 


` gled to defeat the 


! paramount duty. 


He had taken this stand against them, for hisher 
and holier purposes. It was to maintain the ine 
terests of the Union, to fu'fil onr part of the com> 
pect, which fı rmed this confederacy of S:ates, No, 
itwas notas a Northern man,or asa Southein 
map, that he had so long, here and at home, strug- 
mad efforts of Northern 
Abolition'sts. It was as an American citizen, de- 
termined, at all hazards, to discharge a grat and 
As I once before remarked on 
ths floor, I tell you, my Southern brethren, the 


i great mass of the North will fulfil the comnaact to 


| i 


the letter and spirit. We recogn sed your property 
in slaves when we en'ered into solemn covenant 
and union with you. We solemnly agreed that 


time that this interminable and unprofitable debate | they shouid form part of the basis of representa- 


tien on this Moor; anD UNTIL WE BECOME 
WRETCRES, AND WHOLLY INSENSIBLE TO THE OBLI- 
gaTt NS OF CoVENANT AND DUTY, WE WILL PAITH- 
FULLY rori Tax compact. Mr. V. said he would 
bow m ve the previvas question. 

Mr. RHETT asked permission to say a few 
words on the sobject; bat this was denied him. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND then moved a call of 
the House, whu h was Bot carried. 

The question was thea taken on seconding the 

vious quesuon, and it Was carn f 

The pre:minary question ‘Shali the maia ques- 
tioa be now pui?” was taken by yeas and nays, 
and decided in the afirmatıve—yeas 147, nays 61, 
as follows: 


YRAS—Meews. Alford, Judson Allen, John W. Alles, 
Meg: J. Anderson, cumecn H. Anderson, Andrews, A:her- 
toa, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, B.ackwell, Bond, Botts, Boyd, 
Brewner, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Browa, Burke, Samp- 
goo H. Butler, Wiltiam O. Bucler, Bynum, W. 8. Campvell, Carr, 
Carroll, Carey, Eroan, bole Cosa net A eak A. 

Crad rangton, C rose, Curtis, Cushing, 
Bee Wares’ Joan Daria, Jobn W. Davie, Dawson, De- 
berry, Donam, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Eari, Eastman, 
Ry, Fise. Fisher, Fiewcher, Fioyd, Fornarce, Rice Garland, 
Geatry, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Green, Griffin, 
Habersham, Hammoed, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, 
Beary, Hill of Viremma, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkin 
Ho Hubbard, Jackson, Joseph Juhoeon, Nathanie 
Janes, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, 
Leonard, Lewis, Loweil, Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McCul- 
Meee aai Samuel W. Morria ‘Gaivery Aara 
oag a vel W. Ivary Tis, 
Newhard, Nisbet Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Protht, Ramsey, Randolph, Rariden, Rey- 
nakis Ri Edward Rogers, James Rogera, Samuels, Shaw, 
Sumoatvn, n Smua, Truman Smiia, Thomas Bmith, 
Sariweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Sweeny, 
Taylor, Francia Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jucob Thompson, 
Tarney, V. David D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, 
Werler, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wiliams, Sherrod 
Witiams, and Worhington— 147. ¢ 
-NAY2--Memrs. Adams, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Brig, 
Brockway, Ca'houn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, . 
vies, Ganet Davy D: teu, Edwards, Evans, Fillmore, Gates, 
Granger, Grinnell, Hall, Wuham 8. Hastings, Hoffman, Hunt, 
Ja 
maii” Lawrence, Lincoln, Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, Ogie, 
Palen, Peck, Pope, Rayner, Reed, Rhett, Ridgway, Russell, 
Raltoneall, Sergeant, Slave, Stanly, Btorre, Taliaferro, Waddy 
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Stuart, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Underwood, V: 
posts vid D. Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, Wick, Thomas W. 
iliama, and Henry Wililams—108. 


Se the re-olution, as amen ted, was adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved a reconsidera- 
tion of the vete taken yesterday, auwhoriziog the 
Cierk tu have the printing of the House executed on 
the cheapest terms, &c. It was evident to the 
Hou-e, he said, after mature reflection, that it 
would be impossible for the Clerk to comply with 
the terms of the resolution, and conform stricily to 


: bis duty. He was anzious that it should be more 


` make it more defin'te. 


particualatly defined in its expressions, because the 
Clerk is not limited either as to time, place, or extent. 
His object in moving a reconsideration was to 
He agreed most cordially 


i; with the substance of that resolation—that is, thet 


Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Wm. Co: Johnsen, Kemp- ; 


Thompeon, Tillinghast, Toland. Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 


von, Ferer J. Waenes, John Whe, Thomas wW Williams, 
Lewis Williams, Josep jilhams, Christopher H. il- 
and Wise—6!. 


Mr. THOMPSON rose to modify his resolution 
so as to inc'ude the amendment of Mr. Jonson; 
bat this proposition was ruled to be out of o-der. 

The qnestion was then taken oa the amendmest 
of Mr. Jonxson, and it was carried—yeas 115, 
rays 105. 

question then coming up on the amendment 
of Mr. Apams as amence}, 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, moved the previous 


guesiicn. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a fostponement of the 
gation “h the House was cons ituted;” that is— 
till the Sate of New Jersey is represented. 

Tce CHAIR said th's motion was not in order. 

The qars'ioa was then taken on the resolation 
as amenced, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
114, nays 108, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, 
Black, Blackwell, Bota, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. 
Brown, Burke, 2ampeon H. Butler, William O. Buter, Bynum, 
Joba Campbell, ilam B. Campbei!, Carroll, Chapman, 
Coles, Colquitt, Conner, Mark A. C r, Crabb, Craig, 
Crocket, Cross, John Davis, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dillen, Dromgvole, Earl, East- 
man, Fine, Fornance, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gerry, 
Goggin, Graham, Graver, Green, Griffin, Habersham, Haw- 
kins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of N. C. Holleman, Holmes, Hop- 
kins, Hubbard, Jameson, Jenifer, Jozeph Jubnson, illiam 
Cos Juhnson, Nathaniel Jon: s, John W. Jones, Kemble, Lead- 
beuer, Lowis, Jucas, McCarty, McClelian, McCulloh, McKay, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Monigomery, Nisbet, Parish, Parris, 
Parixin, Pickens, Pope, Prenuzs, Profit, Ramsey, Rayner, 
Reynolds, Rhet, Rives, James Rozers, Samuels, Shaw, Albert 
Smith, Yaniy, Steenrod, Krong. Sumter, Sweeny. Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Piilip F. Thomas, Wald Thomp- 
son, Jacob Ba ee Triplet, Turney, Warren, Watterson, 
Weller, Join Whi:e, Lewis Milliama Brey a Wwiilams, 
Chrimopher og liama Sherrod Williams, Wise, an 

on je 


Worth 

NaYsS—Meesrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Hugh J. Anderson, Simeon H. Anderson, Baker, Barnard, 
Beauty, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, 
Anson Brown, Calhoun, Carr, Casey, Chittenden, Clark, 
Tiori, James Uouper, Cranston, Crary, Curtis, Cushing, 
Dana, Davee, Eiward Davies, Doan, Doig, Dunean, Edwaris, 
Ely, Evans, Evereu, Fillmore, Fletcher, Floyd, Gates, Gen- 
try. Giddings, Goode, Granger, Grinnell, Jall, Hand, William 
B. Hamings, J. Hastings, Henry, Homan, Hoos, Howard, Hunt, 
Jackson, James, C, Johnston, Keim, Kempshall, Lawrence, 
Leet, Lennard, Lincoin, Lowell, Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, 
Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary 
Morris, Naylor, Newhaid, Ogie, Osborn, Palen, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Peck, Randall, Randolph, Ruriden, Reed, Ridgway, 

werd Rogers, Ruli, Galtonsall, ant, Simonton, 
Blade, Jahn Smith, Truman Smith, Garkweather, MOTT”, 


| the prin ing of the House shall be done at ihe low- | 


est expense to the Government. He should always 
go for retrenchment and reform; but he was unwil- 


Img to yield to the Clerk the prerogative of the | 


House to make its ovn contracts. Much as he 
admired the late manly and candid course taken 
by that officer ke was unwi'ling to give to him the 
unlimited diseret‘on, or to impose on him the re- 
sponsibility contemplated by the resolution. If the 
House would permit him, he would read a r. solu- 
ion which he proposed.to offer if the reconsidera- 
tion prevailed; and it would then be seen whether 


| those gentlemen who were £o anxious for economy, 


‘Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. 


and for separating the printing of the House from 
the political pres’, were walling t'o carry out their 
professions. Mir. D. then read his amendment as 
fol'ows: 

Resolved, That this House will now preceed to 
the election of a Public Printer, who shall proceed 
to execute the printing of this House agreeably to 


i the requiremen’s end compensation of existing 


laws, until such laws are modified by the legisla- 
tion of Congress; and in the mean lime, a commit- 
tee ofseven members shill be appointed by the 
Chair, who shail, withia twenty-one legislative 
days from the date of their appointment, report to 
this House what amendments, if any, are neces- 
8 ry to the mòre prompt, perfect, and economical 
execution of the printing of Congress; whether the 
same should be let out to contract, or whether it 
would be more expedient to exccute she same by a 


| Congressicnal Printing House, press and type be- 


longing to Congress, and subject toils superinten- 
dence. 

Mr. DAVIS then moved the previous question 
onthe reconsideration, and the motion being se- 
conded by the House, 

Mr. RICE GARLAND called for the yeas and 
nayson the main question, which being ordered, 
the roll was called over, and it was found that there 
were—yeas 110, nays 106. 


YEAS—Meessrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Ather- 
‘ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albest G. Brown, Burke, Sampeon H. But- 
ler, William O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Chapman, 
Ctifford. Coles, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, 
Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Drom- 

oole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fize, Fisher, Fletcher, 

oyd, Fornance, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Has- 
tings, Hawkins, John Hill, of N. C. Holleman, Howard, Hub- 
hard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
Keim, ‘Kemble, Lea-Ihetter, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, 
Lucas, _SicCiellan, McCulfoh, McKay, Mallery, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Mottguméry, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, 
Prentiss, Rameey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Elward Rogers, 
J. Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, A. Smith, J. Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Sweeny, Taylor, F. 
Thomas, P. È. Thomas, Jacob Tompen; Turney, Vander- 
pael David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Ja.ed W. 

illianis, Henry Wiltiams, and Worthington—110. 

NAY3—Memrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon H. 
Anderson. An ‘rews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Botta, 
Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, Williami B. 
Campbell Casey, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis Cushing, Davies, Garret Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dillett, Edwarda, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Gates, Geatry, Giddings, Gog- 
gin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Ha- 
bersham, Hall, William 5. Hastings, Henry, John Hill, of 
Va. Hoffman, Hook, Hopkins, Huns, James, Jenifer, Charles 
Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Kempstiall, Lawrence, 
Lincoin, McCarty, Marvin. Mason, Mitchell, Morgan Calvary 
Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne Palen, Peck, Pope, 
Proffit, Randali, Randolph Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, 
Russell, Saltonstal', Sergeant, Simonton, Siade, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Tilling. 
hast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, 
Warren, John White. Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Withama, 
Williams, Sherrod Wil- 
liams, and Henry A. Wise—106. 


The question then reegrring upon tte adoption 
of the repuliy.iun, 


= 
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ander: ‘Mr. GRAVES asked:ef the Gezsxze, if he wae 


in possession of a communication fram Messrs. 
Gales and Seaton, on the subject of the public 
printing. , l 

The SPEAKER replying in the afirmative, 

_ Mr. GRAVES submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the whole subject of publ’c priat- 
ing, together with the communication lately re- 
ceived from Gales and Seaton cn that subject, be 
referred to a select committee, to inquire into the 
test plan of executing the same, and io report by 
bill or otherwise; and that the printi g which bas 
been, or may herea(ter be ordered, be executed in 
all things, except prices, in the manner prezeribed 
by the joint resolution of Congress relating tə that 
matter, approved March 3, 1819; and the Clerk of 
this House, under the supervision and control of 
the Committee cf Accounts, is hereby author.zel 
to make a contract or contrac’s, with some suita- 
ble person or persons, !o execute said work, upon 
the best terms it can be done in the D strict of Co- 
lumbia, provided the prices shail not exceed those 
fixed by the aforesaid joint resolut on of 1219. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked if it was in order for 
the gentleman from Kentucky to move the refe- 
rence of a paper not in the possession of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER said it was nct 
when 

Mr. GRAVES modified his amendment, by 
s'riking cut all that part relating to the. commoni- 
cation of Gales and Svaton. 

Mr. JAMESON rose to a point of order. The 
gentleman frem Indiana, (Mr. Davis,] he said, 
moved a reconsideration of the vote taken yester- 
day, which reconsideration was ordered by the 
House. But the gentleman, on making the mo 
tion, stated that his object was, if the reeonsidera- 
tion prevailed, to offer an amendment, the purp rt 
of which he stated to the House. The vote, there- 
fore, for reconsideration, was given with the 
understanding that this proposition of the gentle- 
man from Indiana was to be received and acted oa, 
and it was not compe ent for the Crair to entertain 
another and distinct proposition as had heen offered 
by the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The SPE\KER required the gentleman from 
Miss uri to reduce his point of order to writing; 
but at this stage of the business, - 

Mr. JAMESON yielded the. floor toa motion for 
adjournment, and 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, January 29, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a communication from 
the War Department, in answer to a resolution of 
the Senat- of the 30th ult. in relation to the massa- 
cres and devastations committed by the Indiars in 
the Territory of Florida; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

The CHAIR aiso submitied a message from the 
President of the United States, supplementary to a 
message received a few days since, in answer to a 
resclation of the Senate, on the subject of the 
Northeastern boundary. The message was read, 
and was as follows: 7 ; 

To the Senate of the United States: 

1 herewith transmit.to the Senate, with reference 
to their resolutions of the 17th instant, copies-of 
two official notes which have passed, subsequently 
to the date of my message of the 22d, between the 
Secretary of State and the Bitish Minister at 
Washington, containing additional information in 
answer to the resoluticns referred to. - ae 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasnixaton, 29th January, 1840. 


Mr. For to Mr. Forsyth, 
Wasninatoy, January 26, 1840. 

The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, has 
the horor to acquaint Mr. Forsyth, Secretary of 
State of the United Sates, that since the date of 
his last official note of the 32th inctant, he has been 
fornichet by her Majesty’s authcrities in North 
America with more correct information than he 
ih g possegsed, respecting certain repor ted move 


ia order; 


= 
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days, been communicated to Congress, and pub- " d 
YS; 3 gn p } coloniai discretion, to be exercised on apprehended 


ments of Briush troops within the disputed terri- 
tory, which formed the subjogtof a part of that 
official note, as well as of the two official notes ad- 
dressed by the Secretary cf State to the undersigned 
on the 24:h of December, and on the 16th of the 


present moath. The same reported movements of | 


troops were referred to in a recent message from 


the Governor of Maine to the Legislature of the | 


State, and also in a published official letter ad- 
dressed by the Governor of Maine to the President 
of the United Siates, on the 23d of December. 


It appears from accurate information now In the | 


possession of the undersigned, that the Governor 
of Maine, and, throogh him, the President, and 
General Government of the United States, have 
been misinformed as to the facts. In the first 
place, no reinforcement has been marched to the 
British post at the Lake Temiscouata, the only 
change occurring there has been the relief of a de- 
tachment of her Majesty's 24th regiment, by a de- 
tachment of equal force of the llth regiment; this 
force of ene company being now stationed at the 
Temiscouata post, as it always has been, for the 
neeessary purpose of protecting the stores and ac- 
commodations provided for the use of her Majesty’s 
troops, who may be required, as heretofore, 10 
march by that route to and from the Provinces of 
Canada and New Brunswick. Ia the second 
place, it is not true that the British authorities 
either have built, or are building, barracks on both 
sides of the St. Johns river, or at the mouth of the 
Madawaska river; no. new barracks have in fact 
been built any where. In the third place, her Ma- 
jesty’s authorities are not concentrating a military 
force xt the Grand Falls. The same trifling force 


of sixteen men is now stationed at the post of the | 


Grand Falls, which has been stationed there for 
the last twelvemonth. It was perhaps, however, 
needless for the undersigned to advert to tbis last 


matter at all, as the post of the Grand Falls is be- | 
yond the bounds of the disputed territory, and | 


within the acknowledged limits of New Bruns- 
wick. 

The undersigned, while conveying the above in- 
formation, upon a matter of fact, to the Secretary 
of State of the. United Stat:s, takes occasion to 
repeat distinctly his former declaration, that there 
exists no intention on the part of Her Majesty’s 
authorities to infringe the terms of thoze provisional 
agreements which were entered into at the begin- 
ning of last year, so long as there is reason to trust 
that the same will be faithfully adhered to by the 


the opposite party. But it is the duty of the under- , 


signed, at the same time, clearly to state, that her 
Majesty’s authorities in. North America, takng into 
View the attitade assumed by the State of Maine, 
with reference to the boundary question, will, as at 
present advised, be governed entirely by circam- 
stances in adopting such measures of de'ence and 
protection, (whether along the confines of the dis- 
puted territory, or within that portion cf it where 
it has been before explained, the authority of Great 
Britain according, to the existing agreements, was 
not to be interfered with,)as may seem to them ne- 
cessary for guarding against, or for promptly re- 
pelling, the further acts of hostile aggression over 
the whole of the disputed territory, which it appears 
to be the avowed design of the State of Maine 
sooner or later to attempt. 

For the undersigned has to observe, that nct only 
is the extensive system of encroachment, which 
‘was denounced and remonstrated against by the 
undersigned in his official nete of the 2d of last 
November, stilt carried on and persisted in by 
armed bands, employed by the authorities of Maine 
in the districts above the Aroostook and Fish 
rivers; but that acts, as above stated, of a charac- 
ter yet more vivlėnt and obnoxious to the rights of 


Great Britain, and more dangerous to the preserva- | 


tion of the general peace, are with ccriainty medi- 
. lated by the inhabitants of that State. The exist- 
ence of such designs has for months past been a 
matter of notoriety by public report; those designs 
were plainly indicated in the recent message of the 
Governor of Maine to the Legislature of the State; 
and they are avowed in more explic.t terms in the 
letier addre:sed to the President of the United 
States by the Governor of Maine on the 2Ist of 


a 


November, which letigr has, within the iast few | 
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lished. 

The undersigned, it is true, has been assured by 
the Secretary of State, in his note of the 16th inst. 
that the General Government see no reason to doubt 
the disposition of the Governor of Maine to adhere 
to the existing arrangements, and to avoid all acts 
tending to render more difficult and distant the 
final adjustment of the boundary ques‘ion. But io 
face of the above clear indicaticns of the iatentions 
of Maine, as given cut by the parties themselves, 
the Secretary of State has not given to the under- 


signed any adequa‘e assurance that Maine will be | 


constrained to desist from carrying those intentions 


into effect, if, contrary to the expectation of the | 
General Government, the Legislature or the Ex- . 
ecutive of the State should think fit to make the at- . 


tempt. 


The undersigned not only preserves the hope, i 


but he entertains the firm belief, that if the duty of | 


negotiating the boundary question be lefi in the 
hands of the two National Governments, to whom 
alone of right it belongs, the difficulty of conducting 
the negotiation to an amicable issue will not te 
found so great as has been by many persons appre- 
hended. But the case will become wholly altered, 
if the people of the State of Maine, who, though 
interested in the result, are not charged with the 
negotiation, shall attempt to interrupt it by vi- 
olence. 

Her Majesty’s authorities in North America 
have, on their part, no desire or intention to inter- 
fere with the course of the pending negotiation, by 
an exertion of military force; but they will, as at 
present advised, consult their own discretion in 
adopting the measures of defence that may be ren- 
dered necessary by the threats of a violent inter- 
ruption to the negotiation which have been used by 


all parties in Maine, and which the undersigned | 


regrets to find confirmed by the language (as above 
referred to) employed by the highest official authe- 
rity in that State. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion 
to renew to the Secretary of State of the United 
States the assurance of his distinguished considera- 
tion. 

(Signed) H. 8. FOX. 

The Hon. Joun Forsytu, &c. &c. &e. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. For. - 
DEPARTMENT or STATE, l 
Washington, 28.h Jan. 1840. 

The undersigned, Secretary cf State of the United 
States, has the honor to reply, by direction of the 
President, to the note addressed to him on the 
26th instant, by Mr. Fox, Eavoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of Great Britain. 


The President derives great satisfaction from | 
the information conveyed by Mr. Fox’s note, that 


with reference to the reported movements of British 
troops within the territory in dispute, no actual 
change has taken place in the attitade of her Ma- 
jesty’s authorities in the territory since the arrange- 
ments entered into by the two Governments at the 
commencement of last year for the preservatien of 
tranquillity within its limits; and from his assur- 
ances that there exists no intention on the part of her 
Majesty’s authorities to infringe the terms of those 
arrangements, so long as they are faithfully ob- 
served-on the side of the United States. The Pre- 
sident, however, cannot repress a feeling of regret 
that the British colonial authorities, without graver 
motives than the possibility of a departure from the 
arrangements referred to by the State of Maine, 
should take upon themselves the discretion, and, 
along with it, ihe fearful responsibility of probable 
consequences, of being guided by circumstances, 
liable as these are tobe misapprehended and mis- 
judged, in the adoption within the disputed terri- 
tory of measures of defence and precauticn, in 
manifest violatioa of the understanding between 
the two countries, whenever they may imagine that 
acts of hostile aggression over the disputed terri- 
tory are meditated or threatened on the part of the 
State of Maine. The Presid-nt cannot but hope 
that, when her Majesty’s Government at home 
shall be apprised of the position assumed in this 
Tegard by its coloniel agents, proper steps will ta- 
ken to place the performance of express and so- 


| 


lemn agreements upon a more secure basis than 


disregard of such agreemen's on the part of the 
Siate of Maine. . 

It is gratifying to the President to perceive that 
Mr. Fox entertains the firm belief that thejdifficulty 
of conduciing to an amicable issue the pending ne- 
gotiation forthe adjustment of the question of 
boundary is notso great as has, by many persons, 


f been apprehended. As, under a corresponding eon- 


viction, the United States have, with a view to the 
final set:lement of that exciting ques:ion, submitted 
a proposition for the consideration of her Majesty’s 
Government, the President hopes that the senti- 
ments expressed by Mr. Fox have their founda- 
tion in an expectation of his having it in his power 
at an early day to communicate to this Govern- 
ment a result of the deliberaticns had by that of 
her Britannic Majesty upon the proposition alluded 
to, which wiil present the prospect of a prompt and 
satisfactory settlement, and which, when known by 


: the State of Maine, will put an end to all grounds 


of apprehensions of intentions or dispesition on her 
part to adopt any measures calculated to embar- 
Tass the negotiation, or to involve a departure from 
the provisional arrangements. In the existence of 
those arrangements, the United States behold an 
earnest of the mutual desire of the two Govern- 
ments to divest a question, abounding in causes of 
deep and growing excitement, of as much as possi- 
ble of the asperity and hostile feeling it is calcu- 
lated to engender; but unless attended with the 
most scrupulous observance of the spirit and letter 
of their provisions, it would prove but one more 
cause, added to the many already prevailing, of 
enmity and discord. Mr. Fox has already been 
made the channel of conveyance to his Govern- 
ment of the desire and determination of the Presi- 
dent that the obligations of the country shall be 
faithfully discharged: that desire is prompted by a 
sense of expediency as well as of justice, and by 
an anxivus wish to preserve the amicable relations 
now, so manifestly for the advantage of both, sub- 
sisting between the United States and Great 
Britain. 

The undersigned avails himself of the occasion 
to renew to Mr. Fox assurances of his distin- 


gaished consideration. : 
(Signed) JOHN FORSYTH. . 
Henry S. Fox, esq. &c. &e. &c. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said that as an extra namber 
of the document, to which this was a supplemen’, 
had been printed, he would move that five thou- 
sand extra copies be printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of Sey- 
mour Treat, assignee of John Vanetten, a Cana- 
dian volunteer during the late war, praying to be 
al'owed the pay and bounty land to- which said 
Vanetten was entitled; which was referred to the 
Commit'ee on Claims.” : 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of William 
Ramsay, praying arrears of pay due him, and an 
allowance for certain expenses granted by the De- 
partment, and afterwards revoked; which was re- 
ferred to the Commiitee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of the 
widow of Jonas Snow, a soldier of the Revolation, 
praying to be allowed a pension; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of New Jersey, praying an appropri- 
ation for placing buoys in the south channel of 
Little Egg Harbor; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which the subject was referred, re- 
ported a bill to authorize the “Iron Mountain 
Company” to eater on a credit a quantity of land 
to aid the company in the construction of a railioad 
from the Iron mountain, in the State of Missouri, 
to the Mississippi river, and for other purposes; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WALL, from the Commitiee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred a bill for the relief of 
the administrator of Joseph Edson, reported the 
same without amendment, aud wih a recommen- 
dation that it do not pass. : 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred a bill for the more easy collec- 


ee 


tion of small bank notes within the District of Co- 
lumbia, reported the same without amendment. 


Mr. W. also, f om the same committee, reported 


as a substitute fer the Jast mentioned bill, a bill for 
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wise disabled; also, the rank of the officers afore- 
said at the time disability occurred, and the nature 
of the service or particular station occupied by 
each individual atthe time he may have been 


the collection of bank notes of and under twenty | wounded, or otherwise injured in the line of his 


dollars, issued by banks within the District of Co- 
lumbia; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which the subject was referred, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop 
and others, directors of the association called the 
New England Mississippi Land Company; which 
was read and ordered toa second reading. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bili for the relief of the corpo- 
tate authorities of the city of Mobile; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

The following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. WEBSTER, was taken up: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


i 


duty, together with the per month pension granted 
in each case. 


Thetiti to transfer to the citizens of the parish ` 


of Concordia, in the State of Louisiana, the in- 
terest of the United States to a certain tract of 
land ; 

The till to authorise the issuing of a patent to 
the heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased; 

The bill confirming certain land claims in Loui- 
siana; and 

The bill for the relief of Obed P. Lacey, were 
severally considered, as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 


instructed to inquire whether the law respecting Executive business, 


vessels propelled by steam, does not require revi- 
sion and amendment. 

Mr. W. explained his reasons for submitting the 
motion, and suggested several points for the cen- , 
sideration of ihe committee. H 

Mr. GRUNDY said he was much gratified that | 
the Senator from Massachusetts had moved in this 
matter. He thought tbis was a subject that re- 
quired the exercise of the whole power we pos- 
sessed over it; and he, for one, was for exercising 
that power. He would suggest, however, to the 


l 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


honorable Senator, the propriety of reducing the | 


several points touched upon in his remarks as pro- 
per for the consideration of the committee, to writ- 


iog, so that we might have an answer toeachse- best plan of executing the same, and to report by | 


parate propesition; and the committee could re- 
port by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he would most cheerfolly 
acquiesce in the Senator’s suggestion; and the reso- 
lation was accordingly laid on the table until to- 
morrow. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. 
The bill to establish a board of commissioners to 


THE CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

Mr. YOUNG said he was instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, to ask that the orders 
of the day might be postponed, for the pur- 
pose of taking up the bill for the continuation of 
the Cumberland road, in the Sta'es of Oh‘o, In- 
diana, and Illinois, (appropriating $150,000 in 
each of these States for that purpose,) with the ob- 
ject of making it a special order; which, after some 
remarks from Messrs. YOUNG, SMiTH, of In- 
diana, TAPPAN and GRUNDY, in favor, and 


Messrs. CLAY, of Alabama, and HUBBARD, in f 


C was agreed to—ayes 25, noes 12. 
e 


made the special order of ihe day for Wednesday, li 


the 12ih of February. 
NAVY PENSIONS. | 

On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, the bill to re- | 
peal certain acts respecting navy pensions, and | 


| 


making further provisions in relation to navy p:n- || 


sions was taken up. 

Mr. WILLIAMS explained and advocated the 
provisions of the bill; when, on motion of Mr. 
SOUTHARD, it was postponed and made the or- 
der of the day for Monday next. 

_ Mr. PRESTON submitted th2 following resolu- 
tion; which, by unanimous cons:nt, was consider- 
ed and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy furn'sh 
the Senate with the names of all officers of the 
navy who were admi'ted to the roll of pensions be- 
tween the 30th day of June, 1800, the day that 
the act of the 23d April, 1800, for the better go- 
vernment of the navy, went into operation, and 
the first day of January, 1837, designating those 
who were admitted for disabilities, ozeasioned by 
wounds receivei in battle, from those who were 
disabled from other causes; also, designating 


the nature and degree of disabilit in each 
l h case 
and the battle in which such oher. was wounde d, 


or the ogcasion, or accident by which he was other- || 


And then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Wenpnespay, January 29, 1840. 

The question pending when the House adjourned 
on yesterday, was the point of order raised by Mr. 
Jameson as to the right of Mr. Graves to offer the 
tesolation below, the rales having been suspended 
for a specific purpose. The following is the reso- 
lution of Mr. Graves: 

Resolved, That the whole subject of public print- 


ing, together with the commanication lately re- | 


ceived from Gales and Seaton on that subject, be 
referred to a select committe, to inquire into the 


bili or otherwise; and that the printing which has 


Leen, or may hereafter be ordered, be executed in | 


all thiags, except prices, in the manner prescribed 
by the joint resolution of Congress relating to that 


: matter, appreved March 3, 1819, and the Clerk of 


this House, under the supervision and contro! of 


the Committee of Accoauts, is hereby anthorized - 
A } A |; to make a contract or contracts, with some suita- 

hear and examine claims against the United States | 
was taken up on its third reading, read a third time, + 


ble person or persons, to execute said work, upon 


the best terms it can be done in the District of Co- | 
: lambia, provided the prices shall not exceed those | 


fixed by the asoresaid joint resolution of 1819. 
Mr. PARMENTER, by the permission of the 
gentleman entitled to the floor, asked leave to pre- 


' sent to the House a petition from the Third Con- 
| gressional district of Massachusetts, contest ng the 


right of Mr. Barer to hold a seat on this floor, and 
praying an investigation into the matter. 

Objection being made to its recepticn, 

Mr. PARMENTER said he would not, at that 
time, press a suspension of the rales to enable him 
to offer it. 
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t? the gentleman who made the motion. Common 
courtesy, independent of justice and right, would 
entitle that gentleman to the floor. Should the op- 
posite of the practice obtain, those who voted for a 
suspension of the rules fora specific proposition 
would be entrapped. He did not believe that that 
practice had ever been departed from, until yester- 
day; and if it should be carried out, it would, in his 
opinion, lead to very bad results; members would 
always be voting in the dark. The gentleman who 
mae the proposition yesterday, (Mr. Davis of In- 
diana. } read to the House the proposition he in- ' 
tended to offer, and moved the reconsideration of 
a vote to enable him to submit it; but a combination 
had been formed to deprive that gentleman of 
the floor, after the vote had been reconsidered. 
Such combinations might be formed on every oiher 
question, and defeat the purpose of the suspension 
or reconsideration as it might be. On this occa- 
sion, the gentleman from Indiaha, [Mr. Davis,] the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Graves,] and the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] all rose 
atthe same time, but the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky got immediately in front of the gentleman 
from Iadiana, and the &praxer awarded the fluer 
to him, and his proposition being ruled ont of order, 
Mr. Wise handed over his proposition to him. 
Thus it will be seen that adroit members, under - 
the Spraker’s decision, will have the best chance; 
and that if sustained, the Speaker can give the 
floor to those whose propositions he favors, and 
thus direct the legislation of Congress, These gen- 
tlemen, he said, had been the most fortunate this 
session in catching the SpeaKer’s eye, and hence 
they have directed the legislation to a great ex- 
tent. He called upon the young members whoge 
rights might be abridged by those who were pos- 
sessed of so much adroitne:s and tact in obtaining 
the floor to beware how they sru:tained this de- 
cision, 

Mr. DUNCAN moved the previous question on 
the appeal,which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion ordered. 

Mr. R. GARLAND detnanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and we:e—yeas 104, 
nays 92. 

So the decision of the Speaker was sustained. 

Mr. GRAVES then addressed the House on his 
preposition, and in the course of his remarks he 
gave way to 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

“And into the expediency of entirely separatirg 
the patronage from the newspaper or public press 


| of the country.” 


Mr. CURTIS also made an attempt to present | 


s : ` a petition, but it was also ubjected to. 
bill was then, on motion of Mr. YOUNG, |. 


Mr. JAMESON then reduced his point of order — 


to writing, and was as follows: 

“The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Davis] 
moved the reconsideration of a vote given on yes- 
terday upon a resolution requiring the C'erk to 
contract tor the printing of the House upon the 
cheapestterms, tor the purpose of introducing ano- 
ther proposition on that subject, which was read to 
the House; the motion to reconsider was carried; 
that being announced by the Cuair, the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Davis,] and the gentleman 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Graves,] rose at the same 
time, and addressed the Speaker. The SPEAKER 
announcei the gentleman from Kentucky as be- 
ing entitled to the floor, and entertained a proposi- 
tion from that gent!eman, different to the one read 
by the gentleman from Indiana; upon which state- 
ment of fac's the following point of order is raised, 


: to wit: That the gentleman from Iadiana is enti- 


tled to the fleor for the purpose of introducing the 
proposition, which he announced to the honorable 


House he would introduce, if the motion to reccn- | 


sider was adopted.” 

Mr.JAMESON sa‘d, in looking over the jour- 
nal, he found that it had been the invariable prac- 
tce of the House, when the rules had been sus- 
pended on the motion of a gentleman, for a specific 
object, the foor was always given by the Speaker 


Mr. PARMENTER, in answer to some of Mr. 
Graves’s remarks in reference to the price of the 
printing done for the Massachusetis Legislature, 
said that he had no doubt bat the gentleman 
was correctas to the prices, but thatit ought to be 
recollected that the amount of it was comparative- 
lyso small, that there were many large establish- 
ments in Boston whocould perform it as incidental 
to their general business. Public print ng could be 


. dore much lower in Bcstoa than here, as well for 


po time. 


the reason re had mentioned as from the circum- 
stance that the compesition was principally per- 
formed by females who worked for considerably 
less than what was paid here. He would add, 
that, in his experience in the Massachuset's Legis- 
la‘ure, he had often known that body to be sub- 
ject to much embarrassment and delay of business 
in consequence of their printing not being done in 


Mr. DAVIS said that be’ore he proceeded, he 


| desired to know whether it was in order for him to 


offer an amendment to the propcsilion of the gen- 
tlemaa from Kentucky, [Mr. Graves ] 
The SPEAKER replied that it was nct. The 
que-t'on was on the amendment submitted by the 
ent'em:n from Louis'ana, [Mr. GaRLAND.] | 
Mr. DAVIS desired to know whether it was 
competent for the gentleman from Ke..tucky, the 
gentleman from Lou'sizna, and the SPEAKER, to 
decide what proposition is tefore the House, with- 
out its knowledge and consent. D 
Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, ca'led Mr. D. 
to order; when ; : , 
Mr. DAVIS disclaimed any intention of impugn- 


» 
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ing the motives of the Caan. He asked for in- 
formation, whether a gentleman who had the flor 
on a proposi jon he bad submitted, could alli w 
another to offer an amendment to it without its be- 
ing stated to the House, and thus cut off all other 
amendmen’s. 

Mr. CRAIG made a few observations which 
were not distinc!ly heard—but he was understood 
tocontend that the amendment of the gentleman 
from Louisiana was not and could not be befure 
the Hou:e—it having been offered while a gentle- 
man was addressing the House, by his yielding the 
floor, and it not having been propounded by the 
Crain. He said that it was competent for the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky to receive the proposit oa of 
the gentleman from Louisiana asa modification, 
and make it part of his prop sition. It wouid then, 
being part of the original proposition, be subject to 
an amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana contended that the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky had no right to yield the 
ficor to the gentleman from Louisiana to offer an 
amendment, and then immediately go on with his 
rematks, The gentleman could not in this way 
offer an amendment, without the consent of the 
House, and the amendment was not propounded 
to the House by the Chair. If ths decision was 
sustained, the House would perceive that any two 
gentlemen could combine together, and, in this 
way, cul off all amendments. It was known, Mr. 

D. said, that he was about to offer an amendment 
from the fact of his having moved the reconsidera- 
tion; and this amendment of the gentleman from 
Louisiana, if it was sustained by the Chair, pre- 
eluded him from doing tt. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested that the proposition of 
the gentleman from Kentucky was, of itsel’, an 

- amendment to an amendment; and th:refere, it was 
not competent ei:her for the gentleman from Lou- 
isiana or the ge. tleman from Indiana to move to 
amend it. : 

Mr. DAVIS apprehended that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, with all his acknowledged know- 
lcdge cf parliamentary law, was in an error. The 
House had adopted a certain rule, and no matter 
whether it had been «mended or not, before its 
adoption, it stocd on the record asa rule of the 
House. He had moved a reconsideration, and 
that motion prevailing, the whole rale and aot the 

` amendment came up for for reconsideration. 

Mr. WISE understood the facts to -be these: 
There was a substantive proposition adopted in re- 
lation to the public printing. The gentieman from 
‘Indiana (Mr. Davis) voted in the affirmative, an. 
ye-terday moved a reconsideration of the vote 
adopting it, which reconsideration prevailed. What, 
then, was the substantive proposi'ioh before the 
Hou-e? Why it was the proposit on of the genile- 
man fiom Ohio that was adopted as an amend- 
men!. When, therefore, the gentleman from Ken- 
tueky introduced his proposition, he introduced it 
as an amendment to an amendment, and, there- 
fore, neither the gentleman from Leuisiana, nor 
the ger.tleman from Indiana could moveto amend it. 

Mr. VANDERPOKL szi the matier struck h:m 
d fferently. It was a resulation of the gentleman 
from Virginia, in which was incorporated an 
amendment that was offered by the gent!eman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Gippines,] that was adcpted; and the 
‘motien of the gentleman from Indiana was a pro- 
position to reconsider that resclution as a whole, 
and n tarartof it. It was clear ihat this was the 
understanding of both the gentlemen from Ken- 
tucky and Louisiana. 

Mr. DAVIS. In order to set that matter right, 
I ask if it be in order to amend the proposition of 
the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The SPEAKER said it was not. The amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Louisiana, 
{Mr. Garranp,| had precedence. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL appealed frem the deci- 
sion of the CHAIR. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON said he objected to 
the gentleman’s making a point of order without 
reducing it to writing. 

Mr. VANDERPOELL. H is not a point of crder, 
bat an appeal from the decision of the Crair; and 
J ask the g n leman from Sonth Carolina i” he can 
find any autherity in parliamentary Jaw, or ihe 
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rules of the House, for requiring a member to re- 
duce an appeal to writing. Mr. V. then stated the 
grounds on which he took the appea’. 

{Here several voices were heard saying it is too 
late now to appeal } 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said the objection was made 
the very first opportunity that occurred. He did not 
wish to interrupt the gentleman from Kentucky 
while he was speaking, though he knew it was out 
of order for him to yield the floor merely for the 
purpose of having an amendment offered, but he 
made the objection as soon as that gentle- 
man had concluded. Hecontended that the objec- 
tion was made in time, and that it was not in 
the power cf one gentleman to bargain away the 
rights of others to his favorites. ‘fhe abuses to 
which this practice would lead were obvions. 
One gentleman, in the midst of his speech, yields 
the floor to another, who requests him to do so; 
that member offers his amendment, makes a long 
speech, and, in his turn, yields the floor to the 
friend who had so kindly accommodated him. 
Thus, (said Mr. V.) by the bland courtesy of two 
gentlemen towards each other, they m:ght control 
the business of the House. Now, he would put it 
to the common sense of the House whether this 
practice was to be tolerated? What were the rules 
of the House founded on, if not on reason and 
common sense? and he would ask if this dangerous 
practice was consistent with either? He denied the 
right of the gentleman from Kentucky to yield the 
floor to anotber. for the purpose of letting ia 
an amendment. If the gentieman had yielded 
the floor, and accepted the proposition of 
the gentleman from Louisiana. as a mo- 
dification, and he begged the House to mark 
the di:tinction, it would have been in order, 
and consistent with the sual custom of the House; 
for a proposiion accepted as a modification, be- 
comes part of the primitive prop: sition, and issus- 
ceptible of amendment; but an amendment let in 
in this irregular way, without the consent cf the 
House, cut off ail amendments that others might 
wish to offer. 

Mr. R. GARLAND con'ended that it was per- 
fectly in order for him to move the amendment 
by the permission of the gentleman from Ken- 
tacky who was entiled to the floor, He 
denied that the gentleman from Indiana had a right 
to complain as ıf he had not offered the ameadmea!, 
any other gentleman might have risen and vb:ained 
the floor before him, and thus cut off his amend- 
ment. If gentlemen did not like his amendment, 
all they had to do was to vote it down. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carulina, was not 
surpried that a young member like the member 
from Indiana, [Mr. Davis,] should have objec'ed 
to the decision of the Crair, but he confessed that 
he was mich astonished that an old member, of 
the intelligence of the gentleman from New York, 
and who was one of the leaders of his party, should 


risk his high reputation by such an absurdity as | 


taking an appeal from it. What was the geuile- 
man’s proposition? Notthat the amendment was 
not in .order, bat thatit was moved by a sort of 
concert between the gentleman from Kentucky 
and the gentleman from Loui-iana. The gentle- 
man complained of the arrangement. Why, did 
not the gentleman know that no such an arrange- 
ment was binding on the House, and that when a 
gentleman yielded the fluor, for the purpose of of- 
fering an amendment, any gentleman who could 
get up before him had tne right to clam it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, observed that the gen- 
tlemaa from South Carolina [Mr. THompson] ex- 
pressed himseif as perfectly astounded that an old 
memter of the inteligence and stand.ng of the gen- 
teman from New York, should be willing to risk 
his reputation by committing such an absurdity as 
appealing from the decision of the Chair, which 
was under consideration. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, rose to 
explaia. He was surprised that a gentleman of 
the intelligence uf the gentleman from New York, 
should have taken the appeal, but he would not 
have been surprised if the gentleman from Maine 
had done it. 

Mr. SMITH, cf Maine, continued. The gen- 
Ueman from South Carolina, he said, had not 


eee ee 


added to the point of his remarks, and his attempt 
at wt was perfecily lost on him, (Mr. 8) Tne gens 
teman would not have been surprised had the ap- 
peal been made by a young m-mber like the gentie- 
man fromilid ana, but was surprised and astounded 
that it should have been made bya gentleman of 
the experience and intelligence of the gentieman 
from New Yo:k. Now (said Mr. S.) this young 
member from Indiana is jan older member, on this 
floor, than the chivalrous gentleman from South 
Carolina. 

Mr. THOMPSON here called the gentleman 
from Maine to order. , 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine. The gentleman will 
put his point of order in writing. l 

Mr THOMPSON then reduced his point of order 
to writing, as tollows: 

The member from South Carolina calls the 
member from Maine to order, because no wem- 
ber has a right to allude to another by name, cr to 
speak of him otherwise than as the honcrab.e gen- 
tleman. The member from South Carolina objects 
to the term ‘chivalrous’ being applied to him, and 
especially by the gentleman from Maine.” 

The SPEAKER said that the point raised by the 
gentleman from South Carolina was no point of 
order, and that the gentleman from Maine, there- 
fore, was not out of order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, asked that the point of 


| order made by the gentleman might be read; and it 


was then read accordingly. 

Mr. S. continued. He did not expect, he said, 
so high a compliment from the gent!eman as that 
he should have objected to h's calling him the chi- 
valrous gentleman. Now would net the gentle- 
man have objected to his arp-yirg to him the term 
“unch:val:ous?” If he had done so, he did not 
kaow what might have been the consequence. The 
gentleman would perhaps have staried up, armed 
with pi:to!s, towie knives, and cther mortal wea- 
pts. Ifthe gert.eman objected to his alluding to 
him in so complimentary a manner, he hardl 
knew how he could please him; but if he would 
only te'lhim hew to designate him in future, te 
would do so with pleasure. 

If the gentleman was su'priced, astounded, and 
astonished that the gentleman from New York 
should make this appeal, he confessed: that He was 
surprised that the gentleman, whose knowledge of 
the rules of order was not inferior to that of any 
one in the House, should be so perfec'ly obtuse in 
his onderstanding, as not to see that this decision 
of the Cuairn was made in violation of the esta- 
blished laws of parliamentary bodies, and would 
establish a dangerous and inconvenient precedent. 
Did he nct see that, if sustained, it would be in the 
power of any two gentlemen to submit a proposi- 
tion, and to shape, and moald it,so as to suit their 
purposes, in ‘opposition to the will of the House? 
If the gentleman from South Ca‘olina. was so asto- 
nished at the appeal taken by the gentleman from 
New York, he would be equally so when the votes 
of two members reversed the deci ion. Were all 
those who oppored this decision, so very s uped as 
to be wholly ‘goorant of the rales that governed 
parliamentary bodies, while the gentleman him- 
self and his party only were enlightene:? Are 
we all, asked Mr. S. so very stupid as to be enti- 
Ued to the: contempt of the gent'eman? No, sir: it 
appears to me that this decision is a vio'ation of all 
the rules, as well of common sense as of parlia- 
mentary bodies. To peimit a practice of ti is k nd, 
would be to permit any two gentlemen to mange 
the legislation of the House as they p'eared. He 
did not believe it was right for one gan‘leman to 
transfer his rigtt to the fl-or to another, as was too 
o'ten done. Mr. S. said he had a word to say on 
the main question, whch he hoped he would have 
an opportunity of submitting to the House. 

Mr. WISE rose to put an end to this debate, 
and to apreal to honorable gentlemen on all sides 
in behalf of the Speaker. He had witnessed (he 
said) more vexatious p-ints of order and appeals 
in this session, than he had ever known in the 
course cf the seven years he had teen in that 
House. He did think, when they elected a 
Speaker at the beginning of the session, after much 
d ficulty, and in a manner in which both parties 
had united, that the members would have su:tained 


him in preserving the order and business of the 
House. He hoped, therefore, gentiemen on all 
sides would snsiain the Speaker, aad show their 
disapprobation of these continual appeals and 
points of order. Mr. W. concluded by moving the 
previous question. F 

Mr. BANKS asked his colleague (Mr. W:sr] 
to withdraw h's motion, in erder to enable him to 
explain h:s reasons for voting to sustain the deci- 
sion of the Cram. 

Mr. WISE declined. He had already been ap- 
plied to by other gentiemen, and had been com- 
pelied, from a sense of duty, to refuse. 

The previous question having been seconded 
by the Hou-e, and the preliminary question hav- 
ing been carr.ed, 

e main question was taken, and resalted in 
sustaining the decision of the CHarr—yeas 126, 
nays 71. 

House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Trorspay, January 30, 1840. 

Mr. PHELPS presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislarure of Vermont, io favor of a distribution of 
the proceeds of the sales of the pablic lands; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Publec 
Lands, aod ordered to be printed. 
` Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from 
eitizens of Beston, praying for the allowance of 
drawback on foreiga coal consumed in steampack- 
ets: which was laid on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of citizens of 
St. Josephs, Florida, praying for a division of the 
collection district; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 
` Also, a petition of citizens of Apalachicola, pray- 
ing for the erection of a light-house at Cape San 
Blas; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented a petition of 
cit zens of that State for a change of mail route; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Pcs: 
Office and Post Roads. ` 

Mr C. also presented the memorial of William 
“Morrow, praying remuneration for the violation of 
a contract; which was referred to the Committee on 
*Claiins. 

Mr. WILL'AMS presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Maine, prayiog for a reduction in the raies 
cf postage; whch was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of the le- 
gal representatives of John G. Mackall; which was 
refarred to the Committee on C aims. 

Mr. FULTON presented the petition of citizens 
of Arkansas, praying for the improvemeat of the 
navigation of Bayou Barth lomew; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of John 
Child, Daniel L. Muller, and o:her citizens of Phi- 
lade!lphia. 

The motion to receive was, 

On motion of Mr. KING, taid on the table. 

Mr. S. also presented the petition of citizens of 
Peonsylvania, on the subject of tre tran-fer of 
Ameiican ves-els to foreigners, and praying for the 

“adoption of mea-ures to suppress tne slave trade; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of the 
sureties of Archibald H. Saced; which was refer- 
red to the Committee ou tne Jndiciary. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the petion of Robert 
Grignon, made an adverse report thereon. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Commitee on Pensions, 
to which was referred 

The pe:ition of Louis M. Rivard; 

The petition of Mary Biakesle and Unis Starr; 

The petition of Eliza Delacour; and 

The petuion of Betey Booth; 
made adverse reports therecn; which were ordered 

to be printed. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committer, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
petiticn cf Will am Tracy, and that it be referred 
to the Commitee on Publie Lands; which was 


agreed te. 
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ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 
Mr. GRUNDY, fom the S:'ect Committee, to 
wh ch was referred the resolution submitted some 
time since by Mr. Benton, in opposition to the as- 
sumption of the debts of the States by the General 
Government, said he was direct:d to make a report 
thereon. It would be proper for him to say 
the committee were divided on the adoption cf the 
report, five being in favor of it, and two—the Sen- 
ater from Maryland [Mr. Merricx] ani the Se- 


| nator from Indiana [Mr. Smira]—being opposed 


to it. 


The report was then read. It argued at length, 


i and with great ability, the unconstitutionality and 
in 
; the 


elieacy of the assumpiion of State debts by 
eneral Government, and concluded with reso- 
lutions ef the same tenor, 

After a debate in which Messrs. GRUNDY, 
BENTON, and BROWN advocated and sustained 


the docirines of the report, and Messrs. CRIT- 
TENDEN, WEBSTER, SOUTHARD, and 
PRESTON, opposed them, 

On motion of Mr. KING, 

It was recommitted to the select committee, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


N HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Trorspay, January 30, 1840. 

The SPEAKER anncunced the first business in 
order to be the amend nent of the gen'leman from 
Louisiana [ Mr. Gartanp] to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Graves,] on the 
subject of the pubiic printing, 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana rose, and said it was 
we'l known to the House, that all his acts, since he 
had the honor of a seat here, had been of that cha- 

| raster that would conduce most to the expediting 
of the publis business; and therefore, though he had 
imended to have replied, and, in jastice to himself, 
should have replied to the remarks of the gentle 
man from Kentucky, yet he would forego this 
sense of duty, and make another effort to bring 
abcut a vote of the House on the proposition he 
submitted the day before vesterday, and for which 
he moved the reconsideration. He should, on this 
occasion, make an effort to lay the p-opos tion 
now before the House on the table, with a view to 
present the resolution which he proposed cne or 
two days before; and, in order that he might un- 
derstand his own pestion, he would ask of the 
Crain if it would be in order for h m to move to 
lay the amendment of the gentleman from Louisi- 
ana (Mr. Garcanp] on the table, without taking 
with ıt the proposition of the gentleman from Ken- 
tacky, [Mr. Graves.] l 

The SPEAKER repli-d that a vote to lay the 
anendment of the gentieman from Louisiana on 
the table, would necessarily carry with it the other 
amendment and the resolution itself. 

Mr. DAVIS. Well, sir, in order that we may 
get as soon as possible to the transaction of the 

business of the country, which, J am atmonirhed 
on all hands, that we ought to do, I will forego the 
duty which seems to devolve on me of justifying 
myself by a few remarks in reply to the gentleman 
fiom Kentucky, and submit a proposition which 
will enable us to proceed to that business 
ina consttutional form, actiog under the existirg 
laws which prescrined the manner in which the 
publ:c printing shall te done, and ac'ing also under 
the resolution ihat was adopted some dais since, 
that we should go into the election of a public 
printer. Mr. D. then said he would move to liy 
the amendments on the table, for the purpoce of 
takinz up the proposition which he would now 
submit. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman could not 
move to lay one proposition oa the tab'e, and de- 
signa'e ‘he one that was to be taken up. 

Mr. DAVIS. Well, sir, I will take another 
course. I will moveto lay the propositions now 
before the House on the table, with a view of of- 
fering the proposition that I now send to the Caarr 
as a substitute, and I hop gentlemen will all vote 
with a full understanding of the proposition that is 
to be offe-ed. 

Mr. BLACK, with the permiss’on of the gentle- 
man who was ent.tled to the floor, seid he would 
send to tie Cain a proposition which he intended 


| 
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to offer in cas: the motion of the gentleman to lay 
the amendments on the table should prevail. Mr. 
B. then sent his proposiion to the CHaiR, and de- 
sired that it might be read for the infurmation of 
the House. A 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana requested that his pro- 
position might be read, and the CierK read it as 
tollows: 

Resolved, That this House will now proceed to 
the election of a public Printer, who shall proceed 
to execute the printiog of this House agreeably to 
the requirements and compensation of existing 
laws, until such laws are modified by the legisla- 
tien of Congress; and in the mean time, a commit- 
tee of seven members shall be appointed by the 
Cuair, who shall, within twenty-one legislative 
days from the date of their appointment, report to 


: ths House what amendments, if any, are neces- 
sary to the more prompt, perfect, and economical 


execution of the printing of Congress; whether the 
same should be let out to contract, or wheiher it 
would be more expedient toexecute the same by a 
Congressional Printing House, press and type be- 
longing to Congress, and subject to its superinten- 
dence. 

Mr. BLACK’S resolution was then read as 


| follows: 


Reso'ved, That the House proceed instanter to the 
election of a Printer,and that as soon as the eléc- 
tion shall have taken place,a committee of five 
members be elected viva voce by the House, to con- 
sider and investigate the subject of the public 
printing, and report to this House within ten days 
after their electivh, what price cught to be paid as 
a ju-t and reasonable compensation to the Printer 
elect, for services by him to be performed, having 
due regard in their estimate to the quantity 
quality, and due execution of the work. 

Resolved, further, That the Printer shall be elect- 
ed with the express understanding tnat he is to well 
and truly do and execute all the printing ordered 
from and afier his e ection upon tne terms, in the 
manner, and at the rates and prices which shall be 
prescribed by this House, upon the reception of the 
repert of the said Committee of Investigat on; and 
that said committee be instructed to inquire and re- 
port upon the propriety and expediency of entirely se- 
parating the patronage of the Government from the 
né wspaper or public press of the country; and that 
said report, when made, shall be the special order 
of the day, and have precedence over all other 


| business until the subject shall be finally dis- 


posed of. f 

Mr. BLACK then said, I give notice that T shall, 
at a proper time, move the adoption of the resolu- 
tion waich has been just read. . 

Mr. moved a call of the Horse; 
which motion was carried by yeas 170, nays 14. 

Toe roll was then called over, when it appca:ed 
that 218 members answered to th it names; and 
efter calling the absentees and excusing some of 
the members who were abs-nt from ind:sposition, 
severa] others attended. 

Mr. BLACK moved that all further proceedings 
under the ca'l be dispensed with. É : 

Mr. GRAVES called for tne yeas and nays on 
that motion; which having been ordered, the ques- 
tion resulted in yeas 120, nays 87. : x 

Mr. BLACK then ingu red if the motion to lay 
the amendments on the table p:evaied, whether it 
wouid be in order to submit any other proposition 
in relation to the matter? ee 

Tte SPEAKER said that ancther propesi'ion 
wouid not be ia order, if there should be any busi- 
ness having priority over it. 

Mr. RAMSEY inquired whether, if the amend- 
ments were laid on the table, it would require a 
vote of two-thirds to go into the election of 
Printer. , 

Mr. WISE protested against the Cnarr's an- 
swering these preliminary questions. 

The SPEAKER said it ce:itain y weu'd notre- 
quire a vote cf two-thirds to procved to the elec- 
tion of Prin‘er. l 

The ques ioa was then taken on the metien of 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, which was decived in 
the aftirmative—yeas 115, nays 108, as fellows: 

YEAS—Messrs, J. Allen, ugh J. Anderson, Atherut 


3 Brewakr, 
anka, Beat eirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, . y 
panka l Brown’ Albert G. Brown, Burke, William O, Burer 


somam ewe eo ee oot 


156 
Wagner, Warren, John White, T. W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—108, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, then submitted his re- 
solution, =| 

Mr. BLACK asked the gentleman to give way, 
in order that he might offer his resolution asa 
substitate. 

Mr. DAVIS asked the gentleman to read his re- 
solution, in order that he might judge whether he 
would accept it or not; but he was interrupted by 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, whe contended 
that the motion of the gentleman from Indiana 
was not in order, and that no gentleman could, at 
that period of the day, offer any resolution or pro- 
position of any nature, to take precedence of the 
general orders. 

Mr. RAMSEY called on the gentleman to re- 
duce this point of order te writing, and the Sreas- 
ER requiring it 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana reduced his point 
of order to writing, and it was read. 

The SPEAKER then decided that the resolution 
of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Davis] was 
not then in order, because there was business on 
the calendar having precedence over it, and that 
that business was the unexecuted order that the 
House would proceed to the election of a Printer. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana said he now moved that 
the House proceed to the election of a public Print- 
er; and that on that motion he moved the previous 
question. 

Great confusion and disorder prevailed, and 
amid repeated calis to order, 

Mr. BRIGGS rose, and said he understcod the 
Sreaxer to declare that the first business in order 
was the election of Printer. Now, to reach that 
order, was it not necessary that a motion should be 
made to proceed to the election? Mr. B. made 
some other remarks, which the Reporter was una- 
ble to hear; but concluded with asking the 
SPeaken, in order that he might fully understand 
his decision, what was the business first in order 
before the House. 

The SPEAKER said it was the unexecuted or- 
der for the election of Printer. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired if the resolution of the 
gentleman from Georgia, for postponing the elec- 
tion, and referring the whole matter to a commit- 
tee, together with the other resolutions that had 
been submitted on the subject, did not come up 
with it? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I understand that the 
Speaker has decided that the first business in order 
is the election of Printer. 

The SPEAKER. That is the understanding of 
the Carr. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then I move that the House pro- 
ceed to the election of Printer, and on that motion 
IGall for the previous question. Mr. D. also said 
that be nominated Brar and Rives for the office. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN also nominated Brair and 
Rives. f 

Mr. SMITH. Ihave already nominated Brar 
and Rives some days ago, and that nomination 
stands. 

Mr. GARLAND of La. appealed from the deci- 
sion of the Cram, and addressed the House at 
some length in support of the appeal. 

Mr. BANKS observed that he did not rise for 
the purpose of raising questions of order, or in any 
way retarding the business of the House. He had 
concurred with the Speaker in the decisions which 
he had given with'n the two last days, and from 
which appeals had been taken, and notwithstand- 
ing the array of parliamentary rules which the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Gartan] had 
brought forward, he entirely concurred with him 
new. He thought he should be able to show that 
the decision of the Sprayer was in strict con- 
formity with parliamentary law, and that the 
rules quoted by the gentleman had no application 
in this case. This was not a resolution, such as 
are ordinarily offered for the consideration of the 

House, and within the coatemplation of the rules 
the gentleman referred to; but it was a resolution 
for the purpose of carrying into effect a law of the 
land. It was a resolution, in fact, to complete the 
organization of the House, and absolutely reces- 
sary for a correct discharge of the public business, 
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Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt 
Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, 
Johu Davis, John W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole. Dun- 
can, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, For- 
nance, Gerry, Griffin, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, John 
Hastings, Hawkins, John Hill of North Carolina, Holleman, 
Holmes, Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph 
Johnson Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leenard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCulloh, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, 
Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parizh, 
Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Picking, Prentiss, Ram- 
sey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, James 
Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, 
Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacot Thompson, Turney, 
Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Wattereon, Weller, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams and Worthington—115. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon H. 
Anderson, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Bond, 
Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, William B. 
Campoell, . Carter, Casey, Chittenden, James Cooper, Corwin, 


Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Garret | 


Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, 
Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, 
Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves; Green, 
Grinaell, Hall, Wm. S. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Jobn Hill of 


| Virginia, Hoffman, Hopkins, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles 


Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lawrence, 
Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, 
Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Tajiferro, Waddy Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. 
It was, therefore, of the same importance on the 
calendar as a bil]. Can you then (said Mr. B.) to 
set aside this resolution, violate the Jaws of the 
land? What stood the first in order in the calen- 
dar? Jt was a resolution adopted by the House 
that it would forthwith proceed to the election of 
a public Printer—and that order, instead of having 
been executed, was arrested by a postponement till 
the 10th of the present month. The order, there- 
fore, was now before the House, the day to which it 
was postponed having expired. Suppose the House 
had postponed a bill until the 10th day of the 
month, and that day had passed by, would it not 
then come up in i's regular order on the caientar, 
and take precedence in its tara? And was nst this 
order for the election of a Printer on the calendar, 
in the same standing as if it were a bill? Surely I 
was, and the decision of the Speaker was in str ct 


. conformity with parliamentary law, and this elec- 


tion ought to have been gone into long ago. When 


; that was done, it would be compe‘ent for the House 


to raise a committee for the purpose of examining 
into the prices paid for public printing, and to re- 
duce them if found to be too high. In that ma‘ter 


. he would go as far as him who went farthest; but 
, the business now was that which was first on 


the calendar, and it could not be set aside 
by any point oforder. We are bound, said Mr. 
B. to act on that order, to execute or rescind it as 
the House may determine, but it cannot be set 
aside. The gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. Gar- 
LARD,] had addressed the House twice on the sub- 
ject of his appeal, andas he was not disposed to 
occupy the time of the House, he would call for 
the previous ques'ion on the appeal. 

Mr. LOWELL called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

The two preliminary questions were then put, 
and carried, after which 

The main question was put, and decided in the 

-affirmative—yeas 135, nays 64. 

So the House sus'ained the decision of the 
CHAIR. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, here withdrew his mo- 
tion for the previous question, at the request of 

Mr. BLACK, whoasked if it was in order to 
amend the the resolution un‘er which the House 
was now acting. He was unwilling he said to go 
into the election of Printer, without showing to the 
world the grounds on which he acted. 

The CHAIR was of opinion that the reso'ution 
could not be amended; but that the gentleman 
could move to postpone it. 

Mr. BLACK said he did not wish to interfere 
with the order of doing Lusiness in the House, but 
he would sutmit to gentlemen on all sides of the 
House whether it would not be beiter, befcre 
they went into the election of Printer, to adopt 
the resolution he had submitted. He hoped they 
would agree, by universal consent, to aceept 
his proposition, in order that they might throw 
around the person or persons they should elect 
those restrictions, waich were necessery for the 


protection of ihe public interests. If gentlemen on 
either side of the House wisked to carry out the:r 
professions of economy and watchful regard of the 
public interests, now was the time for them to come 
forward. 

Mr. WISE wished to state to the gentleman from 
Georgia one objection he had to his resoiution, 
which, if removed, he would give his consent to its 
introduction. He had made a resolution never, as 
long as he lived, to vote for any man as Printer of 
the House, who was editor of a political paper. Te 
separate the public printing from the political press, 
was a reform which the country loudly call:d for; and 
as no party could expect long to retain the ascenden- 
cy, it would be for the interest of both parties to seize 
this favorable opportunity for making the separa- 
tion. The resolution, if adopted, might justify the 
gentleman in voting for Brar and Rives, or It 
might promote the election of Gares aad SEATON. 
For his part, he would vote for neither; and he 
hoped the House would direct the CLERK to put out 
its printing to the lowest bidder, until they could 
get areport of a committee, and until they could 
adopt this great reform that he had suggested. 

Mr. BLACK said he understood the gentleman 
from Virginia as objecting to the reception of his 
resolution; and if it could not be received by gene- 
ral consent, he should not consider it necessary for 
him to press it at this time, and he would therefore 
withdraw it. 

Mr. STANLY then moved to postpone the fur- 
ther execution of the order until the 10th day of 
February next, for the purpose of offering another 
proposition, and addressed the House for a short 
time in support of his mo:ion; when 

Mr. CRARY rose to the following point of or- 
der, which, at the request of the Crair, he redaced 
to writing: 

“That the question before the House not being 
debatable, a nomination for the election of Printer 
having been made, the motion to postpone, of the 
member frum North Carolina, is not in order.” 

After a few remaiks from Mr. TILLING- 
HAST, 

The CHAIR decided that the motion for post- 
ponement was in order. 

Mr. CRAIG said he would appeal from that de- 
cision; and in support of that appeal, argued that 
the House, having determined forthwith to proceed 
to the election of Printer, no other motion could 
be entertained. Without looking to parliamentary 
law as to the propriety of admitting the motion fcr 
postponement, common sense itself, he thought, 
wouid dictate :he inadmissibility of it. The House 
having determined forthwith to doa certain thing, a 
mo‘ion to pestpone would pre-ent in itself a perlect 
absurdity. There was but one single individual who 
objected to the execotion of the order, and he put 
it to the House whether it would give it into the 
power of that individual to defeat its legislation. 
Mr. C. after a few more remarks, moved the pre- 
vious question on the appeal. 

The call for the previous question having been 
seconded by the House, and the preliminary 
question, “Shall the main question be nuw put?” 
having Leer. put and carried, 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired if, when the resolution 
for the election of Printer was up, it was not so far 
executed that a nomination was made. 


The SPEAKER said that there was a nomina- 
tion. i 

Mr. HOLLEMAN would inquire of the Cuain 
if the House had not proceeded so far in the execu- 
tion of the order for the election of Printer, that 
thəre was a nomination made, and whether it was 
nct arrested by the motion of the gentleman fiom 
North Carolina, while in the progress of ex- 
ecution. 

The SPEAKER replied that he had already an- 
swered that there was a nomination. 

The question was then taken cn the appeal, and 
it resulted in sustaining the decision of the CHain— 
yeas 126, nays £9. 

Mr. STANLY then resumed the door, and, in 
continuation of his argument, read an article from 
the Demccratic Review, highly compl men‘ary of 
Mr. Gartan, the Clerk of the House, which he 
endeavored, by ironical comments, to turo into ridi- 


. 


cule. While in the progress of reading the article, 
however, 

Mr. PETRIKIN and several others called the 
gentleman to order, for reading a matter foreign to 
the business before the House. 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, hoped the gentleman 
might be permitted to proceed with the reading. 
Compliments, said he, so well deserved are very 
acceptable to us, 

Mr. STANLY said that he should blush to re- 


ceive a compliment from the gentleman from | 


Maine. 
Mr. CRARY called the gentleman to order, and, 


| 
| 
| 


being called upon to reduce his point of order to 


writing, presented it as follows: 

“Mr. C. called Mr. Sranty to order for using 
the words ‘he should blush to receive a eompli- 
ment from the gentleman from Maine,’ (addressing 
himse!f to Mr. Ssura.”) 

Mr. STANLY took his seat, observing that the 
gentleman need not have made his point of order, 
as he had concluded his remarks. 

‘The point of order having been read, 


Mr. SMITH, of Maine, said: I did not at the 


time hear the remark of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, but I beg the House to understand tbat 
nothing that that gentleman can say would make 
me blush. 

The SPEAKER decided that Mr. Sranty’s 
words were not in order, and that he could not 
proceed without leave of the House. 

Mr. BANKS then obtained the floor, and after 
a few observations, moved the previous question 
on Mr. Staniy’s motion to postpone the e'ection. 

Messrs. GARLAND of La. and UNDER- 
WOOD, both rose and moved an adjournment. 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and the question having been 
taken, the motion to adjourn was decided in the 
negative —yeas 90, nays 112, 

Mr. JENIFER then rose to a point of order, 
which he reduced to writing, zs follows: 

“Mr. Sranty was called to order by Mr. 
Crary, for saying to Mr. Sm:TH, of Maine, ‘I 
blush to receivea compliment from that gentleman.’ 
Before Mr. Crary reduced these words to writing, 
Mr. Sranty said he ‘cheerfally retracted them, as 


h: had {misunderstood the gentleman from Maine.’ | 


The Srraxen had decided these words to be out of 
order, and that Mr. Sranty must take his seat. 
Mr. Stanty did explain according to the 28th rule, 


before he was told by the Speaker to take his seat.” | 
Mr. STANLY said that he had retracted the | 


words he used in reference to Mr. Smirn, of 
Maine, while the gentleman from Michigan was 
writing h's point of order, and before it was read 
from the Crain; and made every explanation that 
was necessary. 

Mr. CRARY. I had the floor after calling the 


gentleman to order, until I could write out my. 


point, and hand it to the Crair, and the gentle- 

man was bound by the rules of the House to 

keep his seat in the meantime. It was not, there- 
fore, in the power of the gentleman to make any 
explanation until the point was decided on by the 

Cair. 

The SPEAKER saidhe understood the gentle- 

man from North Carolina to say that he would 
not ask the leave of the House to proceed, when 
he was called to order by the gentleman from 
Michigan, for he had concluded his remarks. On 
the point raised by the gentleman from Maryland, 
the Crair quoted the rule of the House applicable 
to the case, the substance of which is: that when a 
member is called to order, he must take his seat 
until the point of order is reduced to writing— 
when, if the Cram decides that he is out of order, he 
cannot proceed with his remarks, if one member 
objects, without leave of the House. In this case, 
the member from North Carolina was decided by 
the Craig to have been ent of order, and no leave 
was given by the House or asked of it for him to 
proceed. 

__ Mr. SMITH, of Maine, said that so far as he 
was concerned, he hoped the member from North 
Carolina might be permitted to procced. 

Hee LEWIS WILLIAMS moved a call of the 


Mr. WISE made some remarks to show that the 


member from North Carolina ought to be permitted | 
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H proceed, and concluded by a motion to that 
effect. 

The SPEAKER said it was not now in order, a 
call of the House having been ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. WiLLIams’s 
motion for a call of the House, and it was decided 
in the negative without a division. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, then moved an 


adjournment. 


Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays, | 


which having been ordered, the question was taken 
and rejected—yeas £9, nays 109. 

The previous question on Mr. Stanty’s motion 
to postpone, coming up, the call was seconded by 
the House, and the question being put, it was deci- 


: ded in the affirmative, yeas 91, nays 107, as fol- 
' lows: i ` 


YEAS—Meesrs. Adame, Alford,S. I. Anderson, Andrews, Ba- 
ker, Barnard, Bell, Bond, Botta, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, W. 
B. Campbell, Carter, Chittenden, J. Cooper, orwin, Crabb, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Garret Davis, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Everett,J. Garland, R. 
Garland, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Henry, Hill of Virginia, 
Hoffman, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Chas. Johnston, W. C. John- 
eon, Kempshall, Lawrence, Lincoln, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, 
Morgan, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, 
Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, 
Russell, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, 
Taliaferro; Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 
wood, P. 
liams, Lewis Williama, Joseph L. Williams, and Wise—9]. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 


J. Wagner, Warren, John White, T. W. Wil- | 


Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black. Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, | 


A. G. Brown, Burke, S. H. Butler, W. O. Butler, Bynum, 
Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Mark 
A. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dave 
vis Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Earl. 
Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Gates, Gerry, 
Hand, J. Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of No 
man, Holmes, 


astman, Ely, Fine, 
Griffin, Hammond, 
rth Carolina, Holle- 


J. Davis, J. W. Da- ; 


ook, Hopkins, Howard, Thomas B. Jack- | 
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Mr.VANDERPOEL begged the SPraxkrand the 
House to consider the dilemma into which this de- 
cision, if adhered to, would place them. If she 
Cuair was right, the resolution of the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Biack,] which they had just 


| adopted was void, and all they had done under it 


| was perectly nugatory. 


t 


If the Cuar would take 
the pains to refer to the resolution of 1819, he 
would find, that so far as relates to the manner of 
electing, it was void. He would, however, take 
another course, and without taking an appeal, ask 


; if it would be in order for him to move that the 


election should be viva voce. 

The SPEAKER replied that that motion would 
be in order. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL then moved that the House 
proceed to the election viva voce, and called for the 
previous question on his motion. 

This motion having been carried, 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. VANDER- 
POEL, Buack, Smit, of Maine, and Davis, of 
Pennsylvania tellers; when 

Mr. RAYNER said that, for the purpose of 
giving those who would vote for Buarrand Rivas 


! an opportunity te sleep and meditate upon the 
enormity of their intentions, he would move that 


i the House do now adjourn. 


son, Jameson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, J W. Jones, Keim, Kem- `: 


ble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClel- 
lan, McCulloh, Mallory, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgo- 
mery, S. W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, 
Robinson, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Sweeny, Taylor, 
P. F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, Watter- 
son, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
Sherrod Williams, and Worthington—107. 

Mr. BLACK here moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to offer his resolution; and after 
a few remarks, moved the previous question; 

And the resolution having been again read, 

After some remarks from Messrs. GARLAND, 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, CHAPMAN, WISE 
and BLACK, 

The question was taken and decided in the affir- 
mative—yeas 158, nays 30. 

So there being a vote of two-thirds, the rules 
were suspended, and 

Mr. BLACK, aftsr some remarks, again sub- 
mitted his resolation, and moved the previous ques- 
tion on it; after which it was read. 

Mr. WISE called for a division of the qrestion, 
which was ordered; and the questions having been 
taken on the first and second branches successive- 
ly, they were both carried. 

Mr. CURTIS then moved an adjournment; but 

Mr. SMITH of Maine calling for the yeas and 
nays 

Mr. CURTIS withdrew his moticn. 

The SPEAKER then said: The House will now 
proceed to the election of Printer. 

Mr. WISE inquired if it would be in order for 
him to vote for the United States of America to be 
their own Printers; if not, he said he would go 
home and go to bed. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL nominated Brar and. 
Rives. - 

Mr. FILLMORE asked if the election was to be 
by ballot or viva voce; and made somé remarks to 
show that it ought to be by ballot. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that the election 
most be by ballot. : 

Mr. VANDERPOEL was really very much sur- 
prised at the point raised now. The rales of the 
House he considered imperative with regard to 
elections of its officers, and that they must be made 
viva voce. If the Speaker adhered to his decision, 
he should be obliged to appeal. He was here 
in 1836, whenthe same question was agitated, and 
when the matter was definitively setiled by the 
House. KA 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that the joint re- 
solution, which prescribed the ballot system of elec- 
tion, could not be set aside by the rules of the House. 


i 


The yeas and nays having been called for, 

Mr. RAYNER withdrew his motion. 

Mr. CURTIS renewed the motion, but also 
withdrew it. 

The House then proceeded to the election viva 
voce, and the roll having been called through, Mr. 


| VANDERPOEL, on the part of the tellers, re- 


ported that there were 207 votes given, of which 
104 were necessary to a choice; and that 


Braik and Rives received - - 110 
Gaves and SEATON - - - 92 
Tu. W. Waite - - - 2 
Jacos GIDEON - - - - 1 
S. STAMBAUGH - - - - 1 
Derr GREEN -~ - - - 1 

207 


Vete as taken, was as follows: 


For Brain and Rives.—Messrs. J. Allen, H. J. 
Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, A. G. 
Brown, Burke, S. H. Batler, W. O. Batter, By- 
num, Carr, Carroll, Carey, Chapman, Clifford, 
Coles, Connor, M. A. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Criss, 
Th. Davee, John Davis, J. W. Davis, Doan, Doig, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Griffin, 
Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill 
of North Carolina, Holleman, Holmes, Hoek, 
Howard, Jackson, Jameson, Jos. Jobnson, N. 
Jones, J. W. Jcnes, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McCilel- 
lan, McCulloh, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Mon- 
tanya, Montgomery, S. W. Morris, Newhard, 
Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynier, Petrikin, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, 


: Robinson, E. Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, A. Smith, 


Tho. Smith, S:eenrod, Strong, Sumpter, Sweeny, 
Taylor, F. Thomas, P. F. Thomas, Jac. Thomp- 
son, Turney, Vanderpoel, D. D. Wagener, Watter- 
son, Weller, Wick, J. W. Williams, Hen. Wil- 
liams, Worthington, and Mallory—110. 


For Gates anD Szaton.—Messrs. Adams, Al- 
ford, S. H. Anderson, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, 
Bell, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, 
W. B. Campbell, Carter, Chittenden, Jas, Cooper, 
Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cash- 
ing, E. Davies, Gar. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dillet, Edwards, Evans, Fillmore, R. Garland, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Gran- 
ger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, 
W. 8. Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoff- 
man, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Chs. Johnson, W. C, 
Johnson, Kempshall, Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin, 
Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, 
Palen, Peck, Pope, Profit, Randall, Randolph, 
Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, ai 
geant, Simonton, Slade, Traman Smith, ici A 
Storrs, Stuart, W. Thompson, Tillinghast, T o an 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, P. J. Iavis 
Warren, John White, Th. W. Wiliams, 
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Williams, Jos. L. Wihiams, and Sherrod Wii- 
liams—92. 

For Tx. W. Waitt.—Messrs. Wise, and Hun- 
er, Speaker. 

For Jacos Gipron.—Mr. Jas. Garland—1. 

For S. Stamsaucu.—Mr. Hopkins—1. 

For Durr Green.~—Mr. Mitchel'—1. 

The SPEAKER then announced that Brar and 
Rivee were duly elected Printers of the House. 
On motion by Mr. SMITH, of Maine, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Frivay, Jan. 31, 1840. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a report cf the Secretary of War, made in obedi- 
ence to a resolution of the Senate of the 15th inst. 
n relation to internal improvements in the Terrie 
tory of Wisconsin; which was read, and ordered 

_ to be printed. 

Also, a representation from Jehiel Brooke, late 
Indian agent; wh:ch was referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Ciaims. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented the petition 
of Williamson Smith, praying remuneration for 
expenses incurred and services performed by him, 
under a contract with a Government agent, for the 
removal of the Cherokee Indians; which was re- 
ferred to ihe Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY, ot Kentucky, presented the petition 
of a number of citizens of thiladelphia, Pa. and 
of cuizens of the State of Maine, for a Congress 
of Nations; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations . 

Mr. LUNN presented the petition of the heirs of 
Joseph Thompson, deceased, praying the confirma 
tion of their title to a tract of land; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Select Committee, to 

which was recommit'ed the report submitted yes- 
terday on the reso!ution offered some time since by 
Mr. Benton, in opposition to the assumption of 
the debis of the Sates by the General Govern- 
ment, reported it, with some modifications; which 
were read, 
. A discussion ensued, in which Messrs. GRUN- 
DY, HUBBARD, and WRIGAT, sustained and 
advocated the report, and Messrs. PRESTON, 
SOUTHARD, and MERRICK opposed i; when it 
was informally passed over. 

The Senate went into Executive business; and 
then 

Adjourned until Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
nA Faipay, January 31, 1840. 

The first thing in order was the execution of the 
resolution of Mr. Buacg, to elect a committee of 
five, vivavoce, to inquire into the propriety of re- 
ducing the present tanff of prices fur executing the 
public priating, or of having the same done 
19 a national office, to be established for that pur- 


ose. 
j The SPEAKER suggested that if the House 
wonld proceed to the election of the committee, 
and vote for one member at a time, it would soon 
ascertain the practicability of the plan. He thought 
it would take but a short time, should that mode 
be adopted. 
© Mr. GRAVES inqsired, why not vote for all at 
the same time. He thought the resolution required 
it. Mr. G. then moved that there be a call of the 
House. 

The CHAIR said the retolution required that 
the whole five should be voted for at the same time; 
and as objection had been made to the mode sug- 
gested, the House would proc:ed in accordance 
with the resolution. 
| Mr. HOFFMAN demanded the yeas and nays 
on the call; which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 140, nays 44. 

' So a callof the House was orde‘ed, and was 
proceeded in untit 208 memb. rs anəwered to their 
Hames; when 

Mr. ADAMS said it was customary, when com- 
miitees had leave to sit during the sitirgs of the 
House; t0 permit the members thereof to vote at 
any time; and ona call of the House, were al- 
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ways excused if absent. Mr. A. then moved that 
the membeis of committees who were absent, he 
notified that there was a call of the House; which 
motion was agreed to. 

The names of the absentees having been called 
over, 


ceedings in the call be suspended; which was agre:d 


to. 
Mr. TURNEY moved that the House now pro- 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that all furher pro- | 


ceed to elect the committee, by voting for one mem- . 


ber at atime. 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and 
pays on that motion; which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 54, nays 132. 


The SPEAKER then said that each gentleman, _ 


when his name was called, would vote tor the five 
m>mbers to compose the committee. He then ap- 
pointed Messrs. Bricos, Buaxe, FLoyp, and James 
GARLAND, as tellers. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked to be excused from voting, 
and gave his reasons therefor; but the House re- 
fused said request. 

The House then proceeded to the vote, viva voce, 
and the roll was gone tbrough with; but before the 
result was announced, : 

Mr. POPE moved that when the House ad- 
journ, it would adjourn till Monday next. 

Mr. BANKS said it was clearly out of order to 
submit such a motion in the then condition of the 
House, it being divided upon a vote. 

The CHAIR (Mr. Lincoxn) decided that it was 
in order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN. Was there ever such a thing 
heard of? Wasever the like known—that the 
Cnair had enteitained such a motion when the 
House was divided upon a vote? I appeal from 
that decision. 

The CHAIR said it had been done at the last 
session, under similar circumstances, when the 
House was in the act of electiug a committee, 

Mr. GRIFFIN called for the previous qnestion 
on the appeal; which was seconded, and the main 
questioned was ordered—which main question 
was, “ Shall the decisicn of the Caair stand as the 
judgment of the House?” 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
but they were not ordered. 


The question was thea taken, and the decision of | 


the Cuai was sustained. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
adjourn tli Monday next; and the yeasand nays 
having been ordered upon the same, 

Mr. POPE withdrew his motion. 

Mr. DAVEE renewed the mction; but the yeas 
and nays having been ordered upon it, he also 
withdrew it. 

Mr. EVANS again renewed the motion. 

Mr. LEWIS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were rot ordered. 

The question was then taken on said motion, by 
count, and carried in the affirmative—ayes 89, 
nays 44. 

The House having determined that when it ad- 
journs, it wou'd adjourn till Monday ‘next, 

Mr.S. WILLIAMS moved that it now adjourn. 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
but they were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmaiive; and 

The House adjourned till Monday next. 


IN SENATE, . 
Monpay, February 3, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a report from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting statements 
showing the contracts made in that Department 
during the year 1839, and the expenditures from 
the Marine Hospital: Fund during the year 1838; 
which was laid cn the table, and ordered lo be 
printed. 

Also, a message from the President of the United 
States, communicating a report from the Director 
of the Mint, showing the operations of that instita- 
tion during the year 1839; which was laid cn the 
table, and ordered to be printed. . 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented several peti- 
tions of male and female citizens of Jefferson 


| county, Indiana, against Slavery in different forms. 


On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the question of 


reception was laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of ci- 
tizens of Adams county, anda memoiial of citi- 
zens of York county, Pennsylvania, praying for 
the imposition of a moderate duty on imported 
silks; which was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial which he was 
informed was signed by every firm connected with 
the silk business in Pailadelphia, praying for the 
same object as the above; which was teterred to 
the same committee. 

Mr. B also preserted a memorial of coach lace 
` weavers of Newark, N. J. which stated that by the 
construction given to the law by the revenue offi- 
cer, German silk lace was imported free of dwy, 
end sold at prices cheaper than the domestic manue 
facturer cculd sell the common worsied lace, and 
: praying for relief; which was referred to the Com- 
| mitteeon Finance, and ordered to be prin'ed. 
| _ Mr. B. also presented the memorial of Britton 
| Evans, praying remuneration for property lost in 
| the service of the United States; which was referred 
i to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of inhabi- 
tants of the city and county of Philadelphia, pray- 
ing for the constuction of a steam revenue culter 
in Delaware bay; which was referred to the Come 
mittee cn Commerce. 
| _ Mr. B. also presented a memorial of Thomas 
Cooper and twenty-four other c.tizens of Philadel- 
phia; 

And a memorial of William H. Ashford and 
seventy-six other citizens of Ge:mantown, Phila- 
delphia county, severally praying for an alieration 
in the laws which relate to the sale and trans(er of 
American vessels while abroad; and for the aboli» 
tion of the slave trade throughout the world; Which 


were referied to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of Thomas B, 
Longstreth and 74 other inhabitants of the county 
of Philadelphia; and 

The petiiion of Jacob M. Ellis and 21 o'her citi- 
zens of Philadelphia county, praying for an altera- 
tion of the Constitution, so as to abulish slavery in 
the United States; ot 
| Also, the petition of David Paul Brown and 24 
other legal voters of the city and county of Phila- 
detphia; , 
| Te petition of Sarah T. Naylor and 27 other 
| women of Philadelphia county; and 

The petition of Elizabeth Drake and 63 other 
women of Bucks county; 
severally praying for the abolition of slavery and 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 
The motion to receive the above was, 
On motion of Mr. KING, laid on the table. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition of 
` Abraham Williamson; which wis referred to thé 
Committee on Claims. A 
Mr. MOUTON avoi 4 e memorial of .Jotin 
Compton; which was referfed to the Committee on 
Private Lang Ciaims. ; 
Mr. CL of Kentyicky presented a mémorial 
from the Ghamber of Commerce of Louisvil ¢, 
complaining of the gat burthen imposed by the 
tolls of th Louisvil% and Portland Canal on the 
-commercey of the West, and praying that the Go. 
vernment lida purchase the individual stock 


thereof. 
with this subject, he said he had 
from a very experienced pilot, who 
ression that for the trifling sum of 
$150,000 thg’cbstraction of the nav gauon now ex- 
| isting at Mle fails, might be removed, and the 
natural channel of the river made navigable, 
render.ng unnecessary the purchase of the canal 
stock. He thought it would bea proper subject for 
the committee to inquire into the Plopricty of au- 
thorizing an appropria‘ion for a survey of ihe falls, 
and the probable expen-e of clearing out the o5- 
structions in the natural channel of the river. He 
asked that the memorial might be referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, that in the absence 
of the chairman of the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, he would say that the committee. had this 


subject under consideration. His individual opi- ` 


nioa was that the improvement of the natural 
channel of the river was the most expedient aod 
economical. 

Mr. KING said he had no objection to the refer- 


ence of this memorial proposed by the honorable : 


Senator who presented it; but the practice hereto- 
fore had unifurmly been, when memor.als called 
for scrveys, for the purpose of improving the na- 
vigation of rivers, to refer it to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. WHITE said that a suggestion had been 
thrown out, to which it might be necrs:ary to call 
the aitention of the Senate: that the Government, 


by becoming a joint stockholder with this company, , 
has given an implied pledge that she will do no- | 
thing that will depreciate the value of their steck. 


Mr. LUNN said that he had in his pussessicn a 


leiter irom a skilful and experienced pilot, who had . 


been connected with the bu-iness for twenty-nine 
years, that these fails can be improved ata small 
expense. Fie thought that when an incorporated 


company sets up such a pretension as that alluded | 


to by the Senator fiom Indiana, it was time that | 


the monopoly was removed. He had teen inform- 


ed that, acting on the suggestions of persons con- | 


nected with the navigation of the Ohio, a company 
was formed, who subscribed $2,000 to make experi- 


ments in blowing up the obsiruciions in the bed of | 


the river; and from their success they were de- 
cid-diy convinced of its practicability at a very 
moderate erpen e. 

Mr. CLAY ot Kentucky expressed his most de- 
cided dis-ent to the position that, because the Go- 
vernment had became a stockholder in this com- 
pany, they are thereby precluded from improving 
the natural channel of the river. He thoughtit a 
most monstrous pretension, without the slightes; 
foundation in law or equity. 

. Mr. BENTON sad the petition of the Louis- 
ville Chamber of Commerce referred itself to a 
question which was depending before the Senate, 
and which question presented itself under three dif- 


ferent aspec s; either to extingu’sh the rights of the | 


private corporators in the Luuisville canal, or to 
improve the falis of the Ohio, or to make a canal 
on the Indiana side. Some weeks ago, and on his 
motion, the Senate had adopted a resolution of in- 
quiry io relation to all these points; and among 
these who had answered it, was the Chamter of 
Commerce of Louisville, which had done him 


(Mr. B.) the honor to send him a copy of their | 


answer, which he had carefully read, and to which 


he was indebted for va'uable information and svg- . 


gestions. He (Mr. B.) wished to collect all infor- 
mation telonging to the subject, and then to act for 
the best. Of course care would be taken, in 
remedying one evil, not to inflict another; that is to 
“say, not to injure the port of Louisville, and 
‘the navigation of the river above. The tolls 
“were en rmovus, and de:erved the charac er 
he had given of them some years azo; namely, fines 
“or pecalties inflicted upon the boats for passing 
through the canal. ) 
merce of Louisville, he was also indebted to Mr. 


Halme, the collector of the toNs, and tu several | 


pilcts of the falls, and steamboat captains, for valu- 
able information on the same points. Mr. Hulme 
tenthim a full repost of the operations of the canal 
for the last year, with a recapitulation of the num- 
ber of boats which passed, and the amount of the 
RAY collected, since the opening of the canal in 

1. 
$12,750; in the last year, the amount was $180,496; 


and the aggregate for the nine years was $776,496. 
This was enormous; but the enormity was slill | 


more striking in looking at it in detail—at the toll 
paid by a few individual boats. This is shown 
inthe report made by Mr. Hulme. Thus, a Cin- 
cinnati boat, ot two hundred and fif ty-two tons, in the 
New Orleans trade, paid last year $2,275 50. A 
„small boat in the St. Louis trade, of only 86 tons, 
paid, in the same year, $1,938 40. 
‘sample, 
“merce to besgintolerable, 


Mr. B.) di 
know what He (Mr. B.) did not 


i; easure he shonid ultimately support 
to reliev the commerce of the West from these 
i burthens; it might beto extinguish the rights of the 
private corporators, and make the canal free, ex- 
cept for the small levy necessary to keep it in or- 


3 This was a | 
and it showed the burthen on Western com- | 


Besides the Chamber of Com- . 


In that year, the amount collected was | 
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der and to attend it; or, it might be to improve the 
falls; or, it might be 10 open another canal on the 
right bank of the river; or it might be a combina- 
tiun of these different plans. He c:uld not decide 
until he got a full view of the facis which may be 
given, and the opinions furnished, under the Se- 
nate’s call, by informed and practical men. But 
he was dete: mined to exert himself for the remedy 
of the great evil complained of, and that without 
doing wrong or injury to others. The rights of the 
private corporators must te duly considered; the 
port at Louisville, and the navigation of the river 
above, must all be duly considered. In the mean 
time, he would suggest that the amount held by the 
United States in the canal, say above $300,000; 
and the share of toils which she has received, and 
is receiving, may con:titu'e a tund 10 disembarrass 
the Western commerce of the burthens of this ca- 
nal, without diawing a cent from the public Trea- 
sury. Whatcver plan may be adopted, he looked 
to this source to supply the means. 

Mr. KING said he recollected in years gone by, 
when Congress was earnestly importuned by gen- 


tlemen of tne West, to interest the Government in 


this Louisville and Fortland canal. It was then 


considered as a subject which would be of vast | 
The char:er | 


service to the commerce of the West. 
of this company was then before us, and the high 


rate of tols which, by that instrument, they were | 


ailuwed to exact, was pointed out; but they were 
net then considered as “ exorbitant,” or as ‘* fines 
and fenait.es ” on the commerce of the West. But 
now we are appealed to, to buy up the individual 
stock at an enormous price to relieve the commerce 
of that,which at a former period, we were told would 
be of such geat service to it. And this was the 
general course of these connections. When sucha 
proposition is made, if we do not as:ist with our 
means, the Government is denounced as illiberal, 
and opposed to the interests of the West; and when 
we consent, we are afierwards appealed to, tv re- 
heve them from the consequences of our compli- 
ance. He was not opposed to the reference, but 
gave notice, if this question was brought before the 
Senate, he was not prepared to exhaust the Trea- 
sury by porchasing tne s ock of this company. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut viewed this sub- 
ject as a matter of great moment, not because of 
the expense involved, but the precedent established 
by the adoption of it: the step ccntempla'ed 
and those which follow it. My opinion, and which, 
at the proper time, ! am prepared to defend, is that 
we have no more power by the Constitatioa to pur- 
chase the stock of the Louisville and Portland 
canal, than we have to purchase the stock of the 
Erie canal, or avy o.her woik which is a great 
thoroughfare of commerce He was in javor, 
however, of the improvement of the natural bed 
of the river by the removal of the obstructions at 
the Falls, if itcould be accomplished at a reasona- 
ble expense, avd he thought that the vast and grow- 


ing commerce of the West demanded it at our | 


hands. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN thought that his friend 
from Alabama (Mr. Kino] would, on further re- 
flection, be convinced that the proposed measure 
was such as shoald receive his support- The com- 
merce of the West, which is sutjected to the tolls 
levied by the canal company, was estimated at 
forty millions of dollars annually. This was equal 
to half of all the cotton exported; aud suppose 
that great staple were subjected to a similar bur- 
den, what a clamor would be raised by genile- 
men for its removal. As to the connection of the 
Government with this company, we had no cause 
to regret it, as it was one of the very few copaitaer- 
ships in which she had made money; having re- 
ceived during last year, on an investment of 
$333,000, near $63,000 in the shape of dividends, 
and having been reimbursed her whole outlay of 
capital. 

Mr. TAPPAN said this was a matter of great 
importance io the country above, as well as below, 
Louisville; bot he thought the present discussion 
prematore. We had passed a resolution, calling 
on the Secretary of the Treasury for information 
in relation to this snbject, and in the prosecution of 
the inquiry, a letter is sent to the Secretary with a 
portion of the information. A similar letter is sent 
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to some of the Senators, which is presented here, 
and has given rise to this debate. i struck 
him that we ought to wait tor the report 
of the Secretary, before we proceeded to act. 
Whenever we are prepared to act, I shall goto di» 
vest the Government of all her interest in this cae 
nal, and sell her present s'ock, instead of buying 
more from individuals; and this for the purpose of 
Separating the Government from all connection 
with this, as I would from all other corporations. 
He thought that a deepening of the channel of the 
river would have a very important effect on the in- 
'erests of Louisville; and though it might not ut- 
terly destroy all her commercial facilities, it 
would form a considerable body of dry land in 
front of the city, where is now a commodious har- 
bor. The obstructions in the Ohio at that place are 
not ia the nature of falis, though they are thus de» 
nomina‘ed; but a limestone dj ke, running across 
the channel, which acts as adam, and backs the 
water several miles up the river. It is obvious 
that the cutting down of the dyke would have a 
material effect, not only on Louisville, but would 
entirely destroy the canal, leaving its bottom eight 
feet above the bed of the river. He thought that 
the canal company would be more difficult to‘cone 
tend with than the falls; as our experience had de- 
monstrated that corporate power was always a 
more formidable obstruction to the operations of 
Government than any natural ones, As to the exe 
pease of this improvement, it. was unimportant 
when compared with the results to be attained.. 

The memosial was then referred to. the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, eee ves ah 

On motion by Mr. ROANE, the petition -ot 
Captain Toomas Wells, now on the fies, was re» 
ferred to the Committee cn Revolationary Claims. 

Mr. BENTON presented the pet tion of inhabi- 
tants of the town of Weston, praying for the right 
of p:e emplion; which was referred to the Commit- 
the tee on Public Lands. VARI: 

Mr. B. alto presen:ed eight memorials of officers 
of the line of the army, praying equalization of 
pay with the staff; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, ' 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition 
of 1,415 citizens of Alabama, praying remunera- 
tion for military tervices performed in Fiorida; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, — on, 

Mr. KING presented the petition of the widow 
of George W. Owen; whch was referred to the 
Commitiee on Finance. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial 
of Joseph L. Smith and others, praying for the 
establishment of a new departmeat in the Govern- 
ment, to be devoted to the interests of Agriculture 
and Education; which was re‘erred io the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the memorial. of 
Richard S. Coxe, assignee of David Beard, now on 
file, was referred to ihe Committee on the J udiciary. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of Aaron 
Payne, a soldier of the Black Hawk war, praying 
arrears of pensions; which was referred io the Com» 
mittee on Pensions. -i ; 

‘Mr. TAPPAN submitted the following motion 
for consideration: y 

Resolved, That the following be added to the 
joint rules of lhe two House: 

Whenever there shall be two decisions against a 
resolution, petition, or memorial, for a private claim, 
whe:her by one or either House, it shall be out of 
order to act on it again, unless accompanied by 
affidavit that new test mony has been discovered, 
believed to be material, and which could not-be 
obtained before. 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief 
of Hezekiah Cunningham; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bili for the relief of Duucan L. Clinch; 

A'so, a bill for the relief of James Tongue, and 
the administrator of Wiliam Hodson, deceased; 
which wee read, and ordered to a gig 

Mr. FULTON, from the Commitiee on the Public 
Lands, reporied a bill for the relief of James 
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S nith, of Arkansas; which was read, and ordered 
to asetond reading. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut submitted the fol- 
lowing motion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to furnish the Senate with such evidence or infor- 
mation as he may possess, showing the cost and ex- 


pense of cast iron cannon; also the cost and ex- j 


pense of brass cannon; also the cost and expense 
of wrought iron cannon; also the superiority of 
one over the other, taking into consideration the 
first cost, wear, and general utility. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the follow- 
ing resoiution, which was considered and agteed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the appointment of a district attor- 
ney and marshal for the middle district of Alabama. 

ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 

The repurt of the Select Committee on the 
assumption by the Government of the debts of the 
States was taken up, and Mr. CLAY of Alabama 
made an able argument in favor of the principles 
of the report, and in reply to the remarks of Mr. 
CRITTENDEN and others. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN replied to the remarks of 
Mr. Cray, and 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES." 
Monpay, February 3, 1840. 

The tellers who were appointed to count the 
vote on Friday last, under the resolution of Mr. 
Brack, for the appointment of a committee to in- 
quire into the propriety of redacing the present 
price of the public printing, or of establishing a 
National office, by Cong ess, to execute the same, 
reported the following as the result: 


. Whole namber of votes 
Necessary to a choice 


216 
109 


Mr. Buacx received -~ - - 187 
J. W. Davis, of Indiana - 130 
Preweiss - - - 129 
R Gaguand~ - - - 102 
CLIFFORD - - - 98 
Evans - - - - 94 
LincoLn - - - 80 
Howarp - - - 71 
ParRMENTER - - - 47 
Balces - - - - 23 
CUSHING - - - - 12 


And fifty other gentlemen were voted: for, who 
received from one to four votes each. 

Messrs. Buacx, J. W. Davis, of Indiana, and 
Prentiss, were declared to be elected. 


The SPEAKER said it would be neccessary to 
go into another vote to elect two others, to make 
the number required by the resolution. 

Mr.GRAVES moved a call of the House, be- 
fore proceeding to vote for the remaining two; and 
ealled for the yeas and nays on tbat motion; which 
were not ordered. ; 

The question wzs then taken by count, whether 
there should be a call—ayes 16, nays 80; no quo- 
rum voung. 

The House was again divided to ascertain 
whether there should be a call—ayes 48, noes 66; 
Sti!l no quoram voting. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved there be a call, and 
demanded the yeas and nays on that mo'ion; which 

So the House determined that there should be a 
call; which was proceeded in till the roll was gone 
through with, and 186 members answered to their 
names, i 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moved that all farther 
proceedings in the call be dispensed with. Upcn 
a count, it appeared that there were—ayes 77, 
noes 26. 
~ No quorum having voted, 

The SPEAKER decided that the call should pro- 
ceed. , The roll was again called over, and 194 
members answered to their names. Excuses were 
being received for the absentees, when, 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, all farther pro- 
ceeding in the call was dispensed with. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON made an ineffectual ef- 
fort to introduce a resolution to appropriate a por- 


tion of the wood at the Capitol to the suffering poor 
i of Washington City. 

' Mr. LINCOLN did not wish to be voted for 
again as a candidate to serve on the Committee on 
Printing. He already belonged to two committees 
' were ordered, and were—yeas 87, nays 77. 

The House again proceeded to vote viva voce for 
two members, the number requisite to constitute 
the commit'ee—the same gentlemen acting as tel- 
lers. The following is the result: 


Whole namber of votes - - 
Necessary to a choice - - - 94 
Mr. Evans received - - - 113 
j R. GARLAND - - - 108 
CLIFFORD - - - 94 
i LINCOLN - - - 46 
: LAWRENCE - - - 7 
S. WiLLaMs - - - 4 
CusHING - - - 6 
W. C. Jounson - - 5 
Andscattering - - - I5 
Messrs, R. GarLanp and Evans were declared 
to be elected. 
~ On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the joint resolution 


from the Senate, prop: sing the election of Chaplain, 
was taken up, and concurred in. 
The House then proceeded to vote viva voce for 
Chaplain. 
Nominations were then made as fellows: 
Mr. BARNARD nominated the Rev. Mr. Dan- 
FORTH, Presbyte ian. 
` Mr. DAVIES, of Pa. nominated the Rev. Mr. 
: Bagsırr, of the Dutch Reformed Church. 
| Mr. PETRIKIN nominated the Rev. Mr. WiL- 
MER, Episcopalian. 
' Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, nominated the 
Rev. Mr. Barca, Presbyterian. 
Mr. SALTONSTALL nominated the Rev. Mr. 
Bares, Congregationalist. 
Mr. SMITH of Maine, nominated the Rev. Mr. 
Boyn, Protestant Episcopal Church. 
Mr. CROCKETT nominated the 
Rezse, Protestant Methodist. 
. _ Mr. TALIAFERRO nominated the Rev. Mr. 
Braxton: 


LAN, Catholic. 

The SPEAKER appo‘nted Messrs. BARNARD, 
Taiarerro, Davies of Pennsylvania, and SaL- 
' TONSTALL, as tellers, to ascertain the vote; who re- 
ported the following result, viz: 


Rev. Mr. Danforth received 29 votes. 
s Babbitt - - - 19 
“ Wilma - - - 19 
| e Balch - - - 3l 
| 7 Bates - - - 29 
“ Boyd - - - 20 
& Reese - - - 9 
| “ - Braxton - - - 24 
“ Donellan - - - 4 


| No person having received a majority of votes, 
| The SPEAKER said the House would again 
| proceed to vote; but beore doing £o, 
|. On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, February 4, 1840. 
The CHAIR submitted a communication from 


, the Secretary of he Treasury, transmitting a report | 


i from the Commissioner vf the General Land 
' Office, in compliance wih a resolution of the Se- 
nate of 22d January, 1840; which was laid on the 
. table, and ordered to be printed. 

| Also,a report fiom the Secretary of War, con- 
. taining an enumeratiog of the militia of the 


I 

' ordered to be printed. 

ABOLIT 

_ Mr. TAPPAN 
Mr. Presipent: 

| petitiong, purport: 


N PETITIONS. 

ressed the Senate as follows: 
hold in my hand a number of 
to be signed by inhabitants of 
; Harrisoh countyf in the State of Ohio, praying 
. Congress\to aboysh slavery and the slave trade in 
; the Distrigt of Columbia. These petitions are 
| Signed by bi males and females, in the propor- 
i tion of about two-thirds of the former, and one- 

third of the latter. It is the censtitational right of 
| every American citizen to petition Congre:s for a 


i United States; met d laid on the table, and 
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Rev. Mr. | 


— 


redress of grievances; and I may say here, that 
whenever any citizen of Ohio shall complain of 
any grievance, under which he may be suffering, 
within the constitutional competency of this Go- 
vernment to remove, it will give me great pleasure 
to present the case to this body, and to te instru- 
mental in removing the grievance complained of. 
These petit oners do not, however, set forth what 
patticular grievance the existence of slavery and 
the slave trade in the District of Colambia is to 
them, how they are injuriously affected by it, 
nor why and wherefore it should be abolished. I 
am left to suppose, therefore, that the interest the 
petitioners feel in this matter is not a particular in- 
terest, arising from any connection with the sub- 
ject matter prayed for, not a grievance to them 
specially, but that they suppose the existence of 
slavery and the slave trade here is a grievance of 


i} a general and national kind, which they, with all 


other American citizens, have a right to petition 
Congress to remove. Iam very far from question- 
ing the right of any citizen of this Union to petition 
Congress, or their right to instruct their Represen- 
tatives here as to such legislation for this District, 
as will, in their opinion, best promote the general 
interest of the whole Confederacy; but I mark the 
fact, that the petitioners were not agreed upon the 
nature, extent, and bearing of the supposed griev- 
ances they pray to have redressed, and were not 
prepared to assign any reason for their removal, as 
evidence that they had no particular cause of com- 
plaint in the existence of slavery here. Living at 
the distance of some hundred miles from the Dis- 
trict, in a remote State of the Union, and having 
little or no intercourse with it, itis not to be pre- 
sumed that they should be as competeat to judge 
what legislation would best promote the prosperity 
and happiness of the people here, as the citi- 
zens of the District themselves, who are to be more 
immediately affected by such legislation. The pe- 
titioners have, indeed, no right to interpose their 
wishes, or will, as to such interests as are peculiar 
to the populatior of the District, and have no bearing 
on the general interests of the Union. This, it 


i May be presumed, is well known to and understood 
. Mr. PARRIS nominated the Rev. Mr. Doner- || 


by them, and therefore the conclusion I have come 
to, that the petitioners have no particular interest 
in this matter, and have no claims to a hearing on 
that account, is sufficiently evident. 

I have no doubt but that the Constitution, by 
giving to Congress the power “to exercise exclu- 
sive legislation in all cases whatsoever” over this 


i| District, has given Congress the power to abolish 


slavery and the slave trade here whenever the peo- 
ple of the District ask, or the safety of the whole 
Union requires it. Congress, as the constitutional 
Legislature of this District, have, in my judgment, a 
twofold duty to perform—first, as the Representa- 
tives of the District, not elected and choeen by the 
people of the District, but made by the Constitu- 
tion the only law-making power for it, and thereby 
its constitutional Representatives: second, as the 
Representatives of the whole nation. In the former 
capacity, the power of Congress extending “to all 
cases whatsoever,” seems limited only by those great 
ptincip'es of equality and justice which lay at the 
foundation of all our legislation; in the latter they 
can exercise no powers but snch as are expressly 
delegated to them, or such as are clearly necessary 
to carry into effect the powers so expressly granted. 
The principles adverted to, require of, American le- 
gislators that they should make the happiness of 
the people the end and aim of ail their enactments. 
In their first capacity, therefore, as the Legislature 
of the District, they are bound to consult the will 
and wishes of the District, in a'l matters which 
concern its inhabitants only. I conceive that the 
will of the people here should be the governing 


‘Tule for the action of Congress, in all matters 


of strictly local concern; unless that will demanded 
something which would be injurious to the general 
welfare. The reason why the framers of the Constitu- 
tion gave to Congress, and not to a local Legislature, 
the power of legislation over the Di-trict, was 
probably to prevent the possibility ohany law be- 
ing passed kere, which might milildte against the 
general interest of the Confederacy; and not to 
free Congress from the high moral obligation, in- 


cumbent on it-as the Legislature of the District, to 
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[Continned from No. 10] 
consu't the wishes of the people of the District, 
and form its laws,+oas best to promote their wel- 
fare and hpp nes~. oe ; 
Bat the peeple cf the District are silent on this 
subject; thay ask for no charge in their domestic 
policy; they have heretofore remonstri'ed sgainst 


any acion by Conzress on their right to hold | 
slaves, and wouk! probably again remons'rate, - 


if they apprehended any danger of such actio», 
They hold that they have a clearly legal and 


righ ful prorerty in and to their slaves; that the | 


Constitution of the Un ted States protects them in | Ohio, or which her citizens believed would have that 


the enjoyment of such right. Now, whatever may 
be the opinion of the petitioners as to the right, ab- 
stractedly considered, of men to bold human beings 


‘as property, this ques:ion was settled be‘ore the | t 
` representatıves of sovereign Statés, cannot be pre- 


Constiration was formed—before this ten miles 
square was ceded tothe Union; and Congress, as 
legislators of the Union, have no powerover it.. 
Next to the people of this District,those more im- 
mediately interested are the States who ceded this 


Territory to the United States. The crs:ion was- 


made by Maryland and Virginia, when, as now, 
Doth those States held slaves; and their right to 
this species of property was no where questioned. 
Tt may fairly be supposed, that when the cession 
was made, it was not imagined by any 
one that slavery wou'd, cr could be abo- 
lished here, until it should te abolished in 
those States. Had such an event been 
thonght probable, the ahle men who guided 
the counse's of th. s> Sta'es would have guarded 
egainst an event so very threatening to their secari y 
anirepoe. But these States are not alone inre§ 
gardimg the measures prayed for by the petitioners 
as ho'ti’e to their interes s; all the Sta’es in which 
stavery is hell lawful, consider the agitat on of 
this question as fall of danger, and the attempt to 
abolish slavery here, but asa firs: step in aa tn- 
just and unccnstitational interference with their 
Tights. If, then, Congress has the power to legislate 
for this District on ths subject, as I hold they 
clearly bave such power, they have no right to ex- 
ercise this power against the will of the inhabi- 
tans of the Di-tict; against the will of those 
who ceded the District to the Un'on; and against 
the will of the other slaveholding States; unless, 
{ndced, the safety of the whole Union imperiously 
demands such legislation of us. 


When this con’e!eracy of States was formed, 
and even when the Consiitation of the United 
States was adopted, most of the Sta'es held slaves. 
The laws of all (except, perhaps, Massachusetts) 
recognised the lawfulness of domestic slavery. 
Bince that time, many of the States have entirely, 
and some others partially, abolished it; and ıt 
seems to me that it is, and has Jong been, in a 
gradual course of extinction. It is, however, an 
institution of the State Governments, a matter of 
mere State regulation, with which, as it exists in, 
or may be regulate! by, the States, the Govern- 
ment of the United States, having nothing to do 
directly, should abstain from interfering indirectly. 

Such, Mr. President, is my view of the subject, 
as it respects the power and duties of Congress; 
but there is another view which it is my duty to 
state. Iam here as one of the representatives of 
a soversign State, meeting with the representatives 
of twenty-five other equally sovereign and inde- 
pendent States, to exercise with my friend and 
colleague those strictly limited powers which have 

been conferred on the General Government, and 
bound by every principle of duty, of honor, and 
of inclination, to obey the wil of the State whose 

Te am. 

, zhe State I in part represent, is one of the first 

in this Union in ali the cents of political power; 

itas Pol Second to any in its entire devotion to those 
prineip'es of equality and justice, which are the 
professed foundation of our social institutions; to 
en in bia fitm ctiachment to the union of the 
es. She would not permit any interference on 
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the part of o her Sta'es or societies with her institu- 
tions, unless addressed directly to her friendly con- 
sideration by those who might consider themselves 
aggrieved by them; nor would she interfere wih 
the laws and regulations of other States, or justify 
her citizens in doing so, under any other circam- 
stances. Slavery is an institution not only inter- 
dicted by the fundamental laws of Ohio, but it is 
entirely contrary to the genius and habits of her 
people. If pstitions were to be presented here, pray- 
ing some action of Congress which would, though but 
indirectly and remotely, tend to establish slavery in 


tendency, such a measure could not but be regarded 
as one of bostility to Ohio by her representatives 
here; and hostiliiy, too, not from an individual 
Senator, but from a co-State; for Senators, being 


; sumed to act from themselves merely, but only by 


authority of the State whose agents they are Ohio 
might, and probably would, treat all sach demon- 


strations with scorn and contempt; but if persisted | 
in, and followed up from year to year, evincing a | 
settled determination to compel a change, she | 


could not but regard the States whcse representa- | 


tives here promoted such attacks upon her, as un- 
friendly towards her. 

Ohio will do unto others as she claims that they 
should do to her: as she will not permit any inter- 
ference with her own institations, so she will not 
permit her servants to interfere wiih the institu- 
tions of other States. I know her will upon this 
matter; it is clear and unequivocal. Resolutions of 


| her Assembly have repeatedly deelared her senti- 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


men's upon the sabject-matter of these petitions, 
and her decided opinion that the attempt making by 
these petitioners, ‘is hostile to the spirit of the Con- 
stitalion, and destructive of the harmovy of the 
Unien;” and a recent more numerous assemblage 
of Democratic delegates in a State ecnvention, than 
has ever before met in that State, with but three 
dissenting voices, adopted the following resolutions: 

“Resolved, That in the opinion of this conven- 


| lion, Congiess ought not, without the consent of 


the pecple of the District, and of the S:ates of Vir- ;; 
ginia and Maryland, to aboiish slavery in the Dis- - 


trict of Colum’ia; and that th2 efforts now makirg 


: for that purpose by organized societies in the free 
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States, are hostile to the spirit of the Constitution, 
and destructive to the harmony of the Union. 
“Resolved, That slavery being a domestic insti- 


tution recognised by the Constitution of the Uni‘ed . 


Siates, we, as citizens of a free State, have no right 
to interfere with it, and that the organizing of so- 
cielies and associations in free States, in opposition 
to the institutions of sister States, while productive 
of no good, may be the cause of much mischief; 
and while such associations, for political purposes, 
ought to be disconntenanced by every lover of 
peace and concord, no sound Democrat will have 
pertor lct with them. 

“Resolved, That political Abolitienism is but an- 
cient Federalism, under a new guise, and that the 
political action of anti-slavery societies, is only a 
device for the overthrow of Democracy.” 

I know, sir, that these resolutions express the de- 
liberate judgment of the Democracy of Ohio; as to 
the sentiments of the opponents of the Democratic 
party, the Harrisonians,* I know less. Their con- 
duct is open to observation. By that it is well 


SH ARRISONIANS.—À large meeting of the Whig 
party at Chillicothe, ia Ohio, lately adopted the fol- 
lowing resolution: ` 

Resolved, By this meeting, that, the cause in 
which we are engaged is the cause of civil liberty, 
and the perpetuity of our happy, but at present de- 
ranged ins‘itutions. And knowing as we do, that 
political rames alone keep many | from our ranks 
whose hearts are with us, now be it known and re- 
solved, from this day forward, that all folitical 
names, such as Loco Foco, Democrat, Republi- 
cao, Whig, etc. be now merged in the general and 
heart-stirring appellation ef Harrisoniany, 
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known that they hold in their fraternal embrace 
ks entire Abolition part of the population of 

hio. 

As to the female signers of these petitions, I have 
a word tosay. Nature seems to have given to the 
male sex the exclusive powers of government, by 
giving to that sex the physical strength and energy 
which the exercise of those powers calls into con- 
stant and active exertion. To the female a more 
del:cate physical organization is given; and she 
need not repine that she has not the iron nerve of 
her protector, man; he has the storms of life to en- 
counter; she the calm and sunshine of domestic 
peace and quiet to enjoy. Hers is the domestic al- 
tar; there she ministers and commands, in all 
the plenitude of undisputed sway, the fountain 
of love and blessedness to all around her; let her 
not seek madly to descend from this eminence to 
mix with the strife of ambition, or the cares of Go- 
verament; the field of politics is not her appropriate 
arena; the powers of Government are not within 
her cognizance, as they could not be within her 
knowledge, unless she neglected higher and holier 
duties to acquire it. Bonnd by her associations, by 
her education and habits, as the American woman 
is, to the institutions and laws and mannets of her 
country, let her evidence the soundness of her 
principles, by guiding the young minds eommitted 
to her maternal charge, to that same love of liberty 
and devotion to their country she feels, and she 
need not fear but that her sons will correct all the 
errors of Government,as experience shall point 
them out. For myself,f cannot recognise the right of 
my fair countrywomen 10 interference with public 
affairs. Whether slavery shall be abclished in the 
District of Columbia or not, belongs not to them to 


' say; much less does it belong to the women of Ohio 


to agitate questions of public policy, which their 
own State Government has ofiea declared it wrong 
ia her citizens to meddle with. 

For these reasons, I decline presenting these pe- 
titions to the Senate. 

Mr. PRESTON said there was nothing before 
the Senate to excuse his remarks, but he could not 
repress the feelings of pleasure and satisfaction with 
which he had listencd to the eloquence and patriotic 
remarks of the S:nator from Ohio. Shovld the 
same sentimen's be expressed from other sections 
of the country, the incendiary spirit of Abolition- 
ism would soon be trampled down and extinct. 
Standing in the political relations he did to the 
Senator, he could express his feelings more freely; 
and for himself, and in behalf of the section of the 
Union more particularly interested in this matier, 
he tendered to the Senate his sincere and heartfelt 
thanks. 
` Mr.. FULTON presented the petition of Henry 
Wilson, praying to be allowed to locate on any of 
the unappropria‘ed public lands a tract of land in 
lieu of a like quantity erroneoosly entéred by him 
at the land office at Helena; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the petition and pa- 
pers of Francis Cazeau, now on the files, were re- 
fered to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of the 
Galena Chamber of Commerce, praying an appro 
priation for the removal of obstructions to the na- 
viga‘ion of the Upper and Lower Rapids of the Mis- 
sissippi river; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. _. 

On motion by Mr. TALLMADGE, it was or- 
dered that the petition of the widcw of George 
Hood, now on fi'e, b? referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. : cect 

Mr. MERRICK presented the mengorat of the 
president and d rectors of the Bank of Alexandria, 
in the District of Columbia, praying an extension 
of their charter, for the purpose ‘of enabling them 
to wind up the affairs of that institution; which was 
referred to the Commitiee on the District of Colum- 
bia. o ; ae 7 
Mr. LINN presénted the- memorial of va 
Duer and others, praying that surveys may OF anı 
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i the United States, with a view to the 
Senate the practicsbility of constructing a ship 
canal across the Isthmus of Panama,and when ascet- 
tained, that the co-operation of other Governments 
be invited in the accomplishment of that object; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 


erce. . : 
Mr. MERRICK submitted a communication 
from Noah Fairbank, containing suggestions in re- 
lation to the means of securing steamboats against 

_ fire; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
_ merce, and ordered to be printed. BE 

Mr. WHITE submitted the following motion 
for consideration: 

Resolved, 'Fhat the Secretary of War be directed 
to inform the Senate what measures have been 
taken to ascertain and satisfy the debts of the 
Winnebago nation of Indians, for the payment of 

. which the residuary sum of $150,000 was appro- 
` priated by the fourth article of the treaty of Ist 
November, 1837, made with that nation. 

Also, what causes have interposed to prevent the 
_Temoval of those Indians to the “neutral ground” 
west of the Mississippi, in pursuance of the third 
article ef said treaty. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of Jacob 
Dunham, made an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to will was referred the bill for the relief of 
certain companies of Michigan Militia, reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, frem the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the bill for the 
Jelief of John L. Scott, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. W. also, from the Committee on Claims, to 
which the following bills were referred: 

A bill for the relief of William Berret; 

A bill for the relief of Charles A, Dodc; 

A bill for the relief of Dennis Quinlivan; 

A bill for the relief of Alfred Westfall; 

A bill for the relief of James H. Ralston; 

A bill for the relief of David McNair; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Hanks; and 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Ferguson; 
reported the same severally without amendment, 
and recommended that they do not pass. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred a me- 
morial of the Board of Health of the city of Wash- 
ington, reported a bill to authorize the erection of a 
hospital in the city of Washington, and for other 
purposes; which was read, and ordered to a second 
Treading. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred the petition of 
Zadoc Martin, reported a bill for his relief; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
` Mr. W. from the same committee, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of Samuel Massey and Thomas James; 
which was agreed to. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. NICHOLAS asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill to authorize the 
Legislature of the State of Louisiana to sell the 
lands heretofore appropriated for the use of schools 
within that State; which was read the first and second 
times by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

-Agreeably to notice, Mr. FULTON asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill to perfect the titles 
to lands south of the Arkansas river, held under 
New Madrid locations and pre-emp‘ion rights un- 
der the act of 1814; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. LINN asked and ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill to quiet the titles of 
certain land claimants in the State of Missouri and 
Arkansas, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice; and referred to the Committee on Private 

nd Claims. 
+: Mr. YOUNG submitted the following motion, 
which, by unanimous consent, was considered and 

greed’ to: 

i: Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of settling 
the accounts of Francis Gehon, late Marshal of 


r > 
- 
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Wisconsin, and now Marshal of Iowa Territory, 
on just and equitable principles. Aa 

Mr. WHITE presented three petitions from citi- 
zens of the Territory of Wisconsin, praying that 
certain lands in the Milwaukie land district may 
be exposed to public sale, and that pre-emption 
rights may be granted to the settlers thereon; which 
were severally referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. i . 
Mr. WHITE submitted the following motion, 
which, by unanimous consent, was considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Reads and 
Canals be instructed te inquire into the expediency 
of causing a survey to be made of the Ohio river 
at the falls, with a view to ascertain the practica- 
bility of improving the navigation thereof. . 

The Senate proceeded to consider the motion 
submitted by Mr. Wrasrer, on the 27th ult. in re- 
lation to vessels propelled by steam; which was, 
on his motion, amended and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire whether the laws respecting 
vessels propelled by steam do not require amend- 
ment, and whether it be not expedient, among 
other provisions, to make the following, viz: 

Ist. That the owners or masters of all steam- 
boats or vessels propelled in whole orin part by 
steam, employed in the transportation of passen- 
gers, or of goods, wares, or merchandise, or of 
both, for hire, shall be deemed to all intents and 
purposes common carriers thereof, and shall be 
lable to all the duties and responsibilities imposed 
on such carriers by the common law. And every 
restriction, limitation, or qualification, of any such 
duties and responsibilities, by any special notice or 
contract, or other proceeding on the part of such 
carriers, shall be deemed utterly void and of no 
validity, or force, or effect whatever. 


2d. That whenever any loss, damage, or injury, 
shall occur to any passenner, or to any goods, 
wares, or merchandise on board of any such 
steamboat or other vessel propelled in whole or in 
part by steam, from fire or steam, or collision with 
any ether vessel, the same shall be deemed full prima 
facie evidence of negligence, sufficient to charge the 
proprietors of such steamboat or other vessel pro- 
pelled by steam, and those in their employment, 
with the full amount of such loss, or damage, or 
injury, until they shall show, beyond any reasona- 
ble doubt, that no negligence whatever had occur- 
red on their part. 


3d. That if any inspector or inspectors, appointed 
under the law to which this is a supplement, shall 
carelessly or negligently perform the duties re- 
quired of them by law, or shall make or sign any 
certificate required by the same act, knowing the 
same to eontain any false statement, he and they 
shall be deemed guilty of high misdemeanor, and 
shall, on conviction thereof before any court of the 
United States having competent jurisdiction, be 
punished by fine not exceeding $500, and by im- 
prisonment not exceeding ninety days, according 
to the aggravation of the offence, and shall also be 
liable in civil action to all damages which shall 
be occasioned thereby to any person or persons 
whatever; and that the committee be instructed 
farther to inquire and report to the Senate what 
judicial decisions haye been made under the exist- 
ing law, and especially whether it has been the ef- 
fect of any such decision to render the existing law 
inoperative in any part of the country. 

The resolution submitted some days since by Mr. 
PRESTON, calling for the reasons of Gov. Calls 
dismissal, and the correspondence of that officer 
with the Secretary of War, was taken up, and be- 
ing modified,on motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, 
by striking out that part calling for the reasons of 
dismissal, were passed. 

The bill to repeal certain acts respecting navy 
pensions, and making further provisions in relation 
to navy pensions, was considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 


hird reading. 
BILLS PASSED. 
The. bill confirming certain land claims in the 
Ouachita land district, in the State of Louisiana; 
The bill to authorise the issuing of a patent to 


the heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 


deceased; } Seen 

The bill confirming certain land claims in Lou- 
isiana; and 
The bill for the relief of Obed P. Lacy; were se- 
verally read a third time, and pasted, , 

The bill to transfer to the citizens of the parish 
of Concordia, in the State of Louisiana, the inte- 
rest of the United States to a certain tract of land, 
was taken up on its third reading, but 

Mr. WALKER intimating an intention to op- 

e the biil, it was passed over. 
pose ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 

The report of the select ee m mH RA 
sumption by the Government of the debts o 
States, wis then taken up, and Mr. PHELPS 
addressed the Senate at length in opposition to it. 

On motion by Mr. CALHOUN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, February 4, 1840. 

Mr. BLACK, by permission of the House, re- 
ported frum the select Committee of Printing, the 
following resolution, the passage of which he said 
was neces:ary to enable the committee to procced 
in the investigation: i 

Resolved, That the zelect committee on Printing, 


_appointed by a resolution of this House on the 


30th ultimo, be authorized and permitted to em- 
ploy a clerk to facilitate and record the proceed- 
ings of said committee. 

Resolved, That said committee be authorized to 
summon and examine witnesses on oath before 
them, relative to the subject submitted to their con- 
sideration. 

Mr. ADAMS said the latter part of the resola- 
tion was unnecessary, and provision was already 
made by law, empowering select committees to 
examine witnesses on oath. He hoped the gentle- 
man would modify his resolution. 

Mr. BLACK said he was not at liberty to modify 
theresolution. It was discussed in committee in 
the present form, and adopted, and he was instruct- 
ed to report it to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to strike out the last resolue 
tion, and amend the first by the insertion of the fol- 
lowing words: “And shall have power to send for 
persons and papers. 

Mr. L.WILLIAMS called for the yeas and hays 
on the adoption of the amendment: not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was carried in the affirmative, and the reso- 
lution as amended was adopted. 

The House again. proceeded to the election by 
viva voce for Chap'ain—Meesrs. TALIAFERRO, SAL» 
TONSTALL, Davies of Pa.and Smitu of Maine, act- 
iog as tellers, The tellers reported the following as 
the result of the second vote: 

Whole number of votes - - 182 

Necessary to a choice - - - 92 

And that the Rev. Mr. Danforth received 31 votes, 

ki s ates a 36 

s Babbitt ‘s 6 

Balch “ 34 
Boyd “ 28 
Braxton as 34. 
=, M og Wilmer « 13 

The names of the Rev. Messrs. Reese and Don- 
nellan were withdrawn after the first vote of yes- 
terday. 

No person having received a majority of votes 
there was no election. i 

The House again proceeded to vote, the same 
gentiemen acting as tellers. 'The tellers reported 
the following as the result of the 

THIRD VOTE. 

Whole number received - 


Necessary to a choice - - 89 
Rev. Mr. Danforth received - 22 votes. 

se Bates - - - 55 

“ Babbit - - 1 

“ Balch - - - 35 

“ Boyd - - - 16 

as Braxton - - - .42 

“ Wilmer. - - 5 


Still no choice, 
Boyd SMITH withdrew the name the Rev. Mr.. 


Mr. BARNARD withdrew the name of the Rev 
Mr. Danforth; and 

Mr. JENIFER withdrew the name of the Rev. 
Mr. Wilmer. 


PUURTH VOTE. 
besa member ferret -. - m 
ecessary to a choice - - 
Rev. Mr. Bates received - - 85 votes. 
« Ba'ch - - - 19 
s Braxton >- - - 2 
ae Wilmer - “ - 1 


Still no choice. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland withdrew the 
mame of the Rev. Mr. Balch. 

Mr. POPE moved that, by universal consent, the 
House would take the next vote by ballot; but 

Mr. HOFFMAN and others objected; and the 
House proceeded, in the asual way, to the 

FIFTH VOTE. 


Whole namber of votes - - 175 

Necessary to a choice - - - 88 
The Rev. Mr. Bates received - 92 
Mr. Braxton A - 83 


The Rev. Mr. Bares was therefore elected. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message from the President of the United 
States: 

Te the Honorable the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you a report from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, with several documents annexed, by 
which it will be seen that jadicial constructions 
have been given to the existing laws for the collec- 
tion cf imposts affecting extensively and injuriously 
the accruing revenue. 

y embrace, with many others, the important 
articles of linens, woollens, and cottons: the two 
last of which are often treated as silks, because that 
material constitutes a compocent part of them, and 
thus exempted them from duty altogether. Assess- 
ments of duties, which have prevailed for years, 
and, in some cases, since the passage of the laws 
themselves, are in this manner altered, and uncer- 
tainty and litigation introdaced in regard to the fu- 

e. 


tus 

The effects which these proceedings have already 
produced in diminishing the amount of the revenue, 
and which are likely to increase hereafter, deserve 
your early consideration. 

Ihave, therefore, deemed it necessary to bring 
the matier to your notice, with a view to such legis- 
lative action as the exigencies of the case may in 
your judgment require. It is not believed that 
any law, which can now be passed uponthe sub- 
ject, can affect the revenue favorably for several 
months to come, and could not, therefore, be safely 
regarded as a sutsti ute for the early provision of 
@ertain and adequate means to enable the Treasury 
to gaard the public credit, and meet promptly and 
faithfully any deficiencies that may cccar in the 
revenue, from whatever cause they may arise. 

The reasons in favor of the propriety of adopt- 
ing, at an early period, proper measures for that 

urpose, were explained by the Secretary of the 
Treasury in bis annual report, and recommended 
to your attention by myself. The experience of 
the last two months, and especially the recent deci- 
sions of the courts, with the continued suspension 
of specie payments by the banks over large sections 
of the United-States, operating unfavorably upon 
the revenue, have greatly strengthened the views 
tren taken of the subject. 

M. VAN BUREN. 


Waaninaron, Feb. 4, 1840. 
Taxasuny DEPARTMENT, 
January 31, 1840. 

Sm: I have the honor to enclose some corre- 
Letween myself and the Comptroller, 
in relation to the great changes of constraction, 
made chiefly by the jadicial tribunals, in the pre- 
sent laws imposing duties on foreign merchandise. 
Several of the cases baye already been laid before 
the appropriate committees of Congress, without 
producing any new legislation; bui all the material 
decisions are now collected and submitted together 
for consideration. Most of these changes possess 
importance in various points of view, though the 
one connected with the revenue seems to require 
special noties from this Department, The articles 
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as to which the principal difficulties have occurred, 
whether by judicial decisions or otherwise, are 
linens, silks, woollens, and cottons. For instance, 
imported linens, though dyed or stained by artifi- 
ficial process, and thus supposed by the Depart- 
meat to be liable to a duty, have been pronounced 
“bleached and unbleached linens,” so as to render 
them free. Again, silks, when coming from be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope, are subject to a 
duty; but those from Europe, with some excep- 
tions, are not. Hence the former, by being landed, 
and colored or stamped in Europe, before reach- 
ing here, are believed to be often introduced free, 
contrary to my own opinion of the original design 
of Congress. 

Several articles, also, are now imported from 
Europe, which have been adjudged by the courts 
to be free, because manufactures of silk; though 
ander their appropriate names, as “hose,” “gloves,” 


| “shawls,” “millinery,” and other desoriptions of 


goods, they. were for several years regarded as 
liable to duty, and taxed accordingly. 

Manufactures of woollen and cotton are subject 
to a large duty; but of Jate, by mixing wool and 
cotton in fabrics with silk, they are often imported 
at a lower rate of duty, or entirely free, under 
judicial decisions, reversing the former usages in 
force. 

Other material changes have occurred through 
these decisions; such as that “ sewing silk,” which 
still pays a duty, dces not embrace some merchan- 
dise, though made of silk, and used for sewing. 
Several alterations have likewise been adopted, 


exempting from the duties on woollen and cotton, || 


various new artic'es m‘xed with “ worsted,” or un- 
expectedly considered by the courts and juries as 
“ worsted,” and hence pronounced to be free. 
Other goods have been relieved from the high duty 
on “ready made clothing,” and subjected to only 
alower rate of impost, under other names, though 
made up as articles of clothing, and ready to be 
worn. Uniform rales of construction on these 
subjects, which have prevailed since the laws 
passed, have thus, in scme cases, been suddenly 
altered, and much money already in the Treasury 
has been sefanded, and other duties secured or 
paid, are liable to be remitted hereafter. 

Several articles also, must hereafter be entered 
free, which, it has been before supposed, were snb- 
ject to duty, and others must be admitted at a lower 
rate than the previous usage. In a few cases only 
ean attempts be made to reverse the decisions by 
appeals or writs of error, as the amount in contro- 
versy in each case, is frequently too small, or the 
difficulty exists, at times, in the finding of the jury, 
when the general directions ot the judge may have 
been unexceplionacie. 

From these circumstances the revenue has al- 
ready suffered extensively within a few months, 
and the annual loss to the customs by all the de- 
cisions before referred to, is computed to equal at 
least two millions of dollars. 

All the details, deemed useful on these points, 
are embodied in the report of the Comptroller, re- 
plying to my letter,and in other documents, copies of 
which are annexed. Whichever constraction in 
these cases be in the view of Congress correct, 
whether that adopted by the courts, or the Depart- 


ment, itis highly important to bave a declaratory - 


law passed, settling the rule clearly for the future 
in a'l doubtfal cases. It seems, also, equally im- 
portant to have such new provisions :in respect to 
the tariff introduced, as shall protect more effectu- 
ally the collection of those duties, which Congress 
designed should be imposed for carrying on suc- 
cessfully the operations of the Government, and 
preserving inviolate the public faith. 

The opportunity afforded on this occasion for 
supplying the amount of revenue already lost, and 
also any amount likely to be needed, to meet the 
public engagements hereafter, by requiring a duty 
on some articles now free, might be improved be- 
neficially, without a departure from the compro- 
mise act, and without agitating the question of pro- 
tection. 

Besides the wide field open for this purpose in 
one-half of the usual importa‘ions now entirely 
free, the Department, under a special act of Con- 
grees, still in force, has been obligod to remit the 
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large amount of three and a haif millions of duties, 
secured on the single article of railroad iron, and 
must continue to remit similar duties, until it si 
deemed proper to revise the legislation on this sub- 
ject. 

Another inroad onfthe accruing duties, to the ex- 
tent of two or three hundred thousand dollars la- 
ready remitted, and in a course of being so, is, by 
another especial act, on account of the fire and fire 
bonds in New York, in 1835 and °36. Other appli- 
cations for remission of duties on account of simi- 
lar losses, at a very recent period, will probably 
follow to the extent of from 50 to 100,000 dollars, 
and may be found just. But it is proper to add, 
that any kind of legislation on the subject mat'er of 
this communication, during the present session of 
Congress, would not be likely to increase the re- 
sources of the Treasury in season for aid to meet 
existing appropriations,in any exigency such as, in 
my last annual report, it was explained that the 
Treasury would be exposed to in the ensuing month. 
The very large sums then required to pay pensions 
under laws already in force, and to redeem many 
of the Treasury notes outstanding and falling due 
in March, demand an earlier and prompter reme- 
dy. Yet in the event that Congress shall soon. 
make some precautionary provision of means,to be 
used only when needed, and which are so justly 
due to a wise regard for preserving the public faith, 
under the fluctuations, necessities, and contingen- 
cies to which our fiscal operations are dangerously 
liable, increased security for the plighted faith of 
the United States, may be derived from the pros 
posed legislation on the present subject. 

Respectfully, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secrctary of the Treasury. 
To the President of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the message 
and decuments accompanying were referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, it was 

Resolved, That the 20th rale of the House, which 
authorizes the reception of petitions daily for thirty 
days only, afier the organization of the House, be 
extended to the 15th of February. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON,. from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill to raise 1600 men 
to serve against the Florida Indians; which was 
read twice, and on Mr. T's motion, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 


Union, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. PETRIKIN, in accordance with notice 
previously given, reported a bill to repeal an act to 
relieve from duty iron prepared and actuallv laid 
on railways or inclined planes, approved 14th July, 
1832, and to graduate the duty to be paid on such 
iron hereafter imported from foreign countries. 

On motion of Mr. P. referred to the Committee 
on Manofactures, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS, from the Committee- 
on the Territories, made a report in relation to the 
difficulties between the State of Missouri and the 
Territory of Iowa, accompanied by a bill, entitled 
“ An act to establish and define the Northern boun- 
dary line of the State of Missouri; which bill was 
twice read, and on motion of Mr. D. referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. be . 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS to take up the Se- - 
nate bills on the Srraxen’s table, for the purpose 
of reference to appropriate committees, 

Tne bill making appropriations to complete the 
removal of the raft of the Red river, and fur other 
purposes, was twice read; when 

Mr. BIDDLE moved that the same be referred, 
with the following instructions: 

1. Whether the advance of money by the Bank 
of Arkansas, which it i¢ one of the objects of this 
bill to reimburse, was not made with fullknow- 
ledge that the agent of the United States who ef» 
fected the loan was acting in defiance of positive 
instructions from his superiors, as well as in tm 
face of a known refs by Congress to appropri- 
ate money to the work. ; ree 

2. Whether the estimate on which the bill a 
founded was not made by the said sane tana 
the closing up of the raft in August ‘asti 


whether any yctory aa l npu 
the probable cost of rérheving the present impedi- 
‘to navigation. an 

me Wheiher the sum appropriated by this bill 
is called for in the estimates accompanying’ the 
President’s message. 
- 4. Whether the billis not of such a character 
that itoüzht to have originated in this House. 
“Mr. BIDDLE having indicated a wish to ad- 
dress the House on this bill, yielded the floor to ` 
- Mr. WISE, on whose motion, i 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wreonespay, February 5, 1840. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, the petition of Ab- 
ner E. Van Ness, on the files, was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the widow of 
Joseph Yorke had leave to withdraw her petition 
and papers. 

- Mr. CLAY of Kentacky presented the petition 
of a number of citizens of Fayette county, Pa. for 
a reduction of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

~ Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of Cas- 
per W. Weaver; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Districtof Columbia. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
Leonard Bleeker; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on’ Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. T. also presented the memorial of Silas M. 
Stillwell, and N. T. Eldridge, of New York, pray- 
ing the passage of a general bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciery. ` 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the petition of a 
number of citizens of the State of Maine, praying 
that measures may be taken to avoid wars betu efn 
nations, &c.; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations.’ 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of James 
McCally; which was referred to the Committee ‘on ` 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted the following motion 
for consideration: . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform the Senate whether, ia his an- 
nual report, made at the commencement of the pre- 
sent session of Congress, and in the estimates. 
therein contained of expenditures proposed. for the 
current year, he has includ 
any appropriation, for the construction and con- 
tinuation of the Cumberland road, and, if not, 
whsther the omission was unintentional or de- 
signed. ae 

-Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the following 
motion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of establishing a higher minimum price for the lands | 


contained in the Miami reserve, sitnated in ‘the 
State of Indiana. 

Mr. HUBBARD, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the settle- 
ment of the claims of New Hampshire against the 
United States; which was read twice, and referred 

` to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

‘Mr. CLAY of Alabama asked and obtained 
leave to introduce a joint resolution relative to 
taking the ensuing. census of the United States; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Jadiciary. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill providing for the enlistment 
of 1,500 men, for the defence of Florida; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. STRANGE; from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Francis Careau; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

‘The resolutions submitted yesterday by Messrs. 
Smira of Connecticut and Wuite, were considered 
ana aree to. ; 

he bill to repeal-certain acts respecting na 
pensions, and making farther provisions in relation 
to navy pensions, was considered: as in Committee- 
of:the Whole, and ‘ordered to be engrossed for a 


iy 


satisfactory data exist for computing 


any sum, or proposed . 
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` ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 

“The report of the Select Committee on the as- 
sumption by the Government of the debis of the 
States was taken up, and Mr. CALHOUN ad- 
dressed the Senate at length'in defence of the doc- 
frines of the report. ; 

Mr. PRESTON, after a few remarks, moved to 
lay the report on the table, which was negatived— 
yeas 16, nays 29, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Betts, Clay of Kentuky, Cl 
fon, Crittenden, Dixon, Henderson, Merrick, 
Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, 


Clay- 
Smith of In- . 


diana, Southard, Spence, Tallmadge, and White ; 


+16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Falton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Monton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Ro- 
binson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 


Stargecn, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, — 


Wright, and Young—29. ae 

The question then coming up on printing the 
usual number of the report, 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana stated that, though he 
was opposed to the doctrines of the report, and had 
been one of the minonty on the committee which 
made it, he yet thought it was due to the commit- 


tee, and to the members of the Senate agree- - 


ing with them in opinion, that the usual namber of 
the report should be printed. For these reasons he 
should vote in favor cf the motion. 

Mr.HENDERSON expressed similar sentiments. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes 36, noes 8, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Mes:rs. Allen, Benton, Betts, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Dixon, Falton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wall, White, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—36. 

‘NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Merrick, Phelps, Ruggles, Southard, 
and Spence—8. 

‘Mr. GRUN®OY then moved to postpene its fur- 
ther consideration, and make it the special order of 
ibe day for Monday next; which was agreed to. . 

Mr. BENTON said, in pursuance of the notice 


he had given, he now moved that thirty thousand | 


additional copies of the report be printed. | 
Mr. LUMPKIN said that, though a member of 


! if it was not entettained at that time. 


AMESON, for fhe purpose of having his 
al, would take an ap- 
demanded the yeas and 


MrJ : 
motion placed on the joom 
peal frorn that decision, and 


Mr. JENIFER inquired if it would at that time 
be in order to entertain gy ae a EEE 
ic on 7 

The CHAIR said the decisi } lata 
not then inorder it would not be at any other time. 

Mr. DAWSON thought it would do the greatest 
injustice to the SPEAKER to take an appeal from a 
just decision, merély to get such a motion en- 
tered on the journal contrary to the roles. 

Mr. JAMESON did not wish to do injustice to 
the Speaker. He had made a request of the 


' House, to give him permission to record his vote; 


but objection had beea made, very improperly, and 


he thought it perfectly in order to make the motion 


he had. `’ i 
Mr. DAWSON hoped the gentleman would see 


' the impropfiety of the course, ‘and withdraw bis 


appeal. F , 
Mr. JAMESON withdrew his appeal. ; 
The question on laying on the table was decided 
in the afirmative—yeas 110, nays 63. 

"Petitions were further presented from Massachu- 
celts, by Messrs. WM. B. CALHOUN, BAKER, 
SALTONSTALL, and ADAMS. ; 

[Mr: SavronsTaLL presented the memorial of 
sundry citizens of Boston, merchants, praying m- 
demnification for property sequestrated by the Go- 
vernor of Hayti, many yeais ago.] 

{Mr. Apams presented a memorial from the 
American Philosophical Society, praying an appro- 


| priation by Congress to carry on a seiies of magne; 


tieaj experiments, and meteorological observations 
which was referred to a select committee of nine, to 
be appointed for that purpose, and ordered to be 
printed. Also, from W. McNally, and twelve hun- 
dred other signers, American seamen, praying Con- 
gress to take into consideration their unprotected 
condition, and grant some appropriate relief: re- 
ferred to ‘the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. Mr. A. hoped that commit- 
tee would take the matter into serious con-idera- 
tion, for he believed there was no class of the free 
people of the United States who so much needed a” 
revision of the laws for their proteciion: } i 
(Mr. Parmenter presented the memorial of 
Lemuel Wheelock and cthers,.contesting the right 


' of Osmyn Barer to a seat in the House, asa Res. 


the Select Commi'tee which submiticd this report, .. 
had this question been submitted when the report : 


was brought in, he would not have voted for the 
extra namber. But now, when it has been attacked 
with unprecedented violence, and comments on it 
circulated far and wide, before one half of the 
members of the Senate have had an opportunity of 
examining it, he was for giving it as widea 
circulation as the comments made upon it. He 
wou'd, therefore, vote for the extra number. 


The question was then taken and agreed tc— || 


ayes 27, noes 18, 
`The Senate then adjourned. 


` HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepwnespay, February 5, 1840. 


The presen‘ation of petitions being the first thing’ 


in order, the SPEAKER commenced the call of 
the States for that purpose, beginning with the 
State of Massachusetts.. : 


Petitions and memcrials were then prevented by | 


Messrs. PARMENTER, LINCOLN, H. WIL- 
LIAMS, BRIGGS, CUSHING, W. S. HAS- 
TINGS, REED; and . 

Mr. LAWRENCE presented a petition praying 
the recognition of the independence of the Govern- 


ment of Hayti; which was read, when Mr. L. ; 
moved its reference tothe Committee on Foreign ` 


Affairs. 


Mr. BANKS moved that it be laid on the table; ! 
upon which motion the yeas and nays were or- | 


dered. ~- 

Mr. JAMESON who was absent at the time his 
name was called, desired to vote, but it was ruled 
out of order; when Mr. J. moved that his vote be 
recorded in the affirmative. af. 

The CHAIR said it would not then be in order, 


presentative from the Sixth Congressional District 
of Massachuse'ts, setting forth that he. was not cho- 
sen by a majority of the votes of said distri¢t as re- 
quired by the laws of Massachusct:s and the Consti- 


- tation of the United States, to which committee, on 
' motion of Mr. Lincors, the certificate of election, | 


. to exceed 


l 


given to Mr. Bager by the Governor of Massa- 
chasetts, was also. referred. Also, the petition of 
Elizabeth Stockwell for a Revolutionary pension; - 
of Mary Reed for the same; of Lucy Tugalls foc 
the same;.of William Kilham and othirs,of Saxon 
ville, Massachusetts, for security against frauds in ` 
duties on woollens; of Se h. Bemis and, o-hers, of 


| Waliham, Massechusstts, for the same purpose; of 
| Benjamin B. Adams and others, for a mail route 
| from Framingham to Che'!seyford, Massachusetts; 
| of Joel Knight and seventy-five others, pray- . 


ing that the exportation of cpium to Cnina io 


, American vessels may. be prohibited; of Benjamia 
ii Hawkes for the regalation of pay; of Ellery Browa 


for Revolutionary pens on; which: were appropri- ; 
ate'y referred.] ` ` l 

[Mr. Hastines of Massachusetts presented the: ` 
petition of David Davenport and twenty-two other 
citizens of Mendon, Mass.; pråyingjthat the rates of 
lettet postage may be so reduced as not 
ten cents on a Single letter: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Pust Office ` 
and Post Roads. Alko, the petition of Mary 
Kilbourn of Northfield, Mass. for a pension: ` 
referred to the Committée on Revolutionary Pen- ` 
sions. Also, the petition of Adolphus Batchellor 
and sixty-one other citizens ef Northbridge, Mass. . 
praying for a Congress of Nations to establish a 
code of international law, and a High Court of Na- 
tions to decide on all cases. of international diffi- 
culty: referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
Also, the. memorial of Joseph France and one hun-., 


ot agree rs aia 


died- and twenty-five others, of Mendcn, Mass.; 
of Edward Seagraves and twenty-eight others, of 
Oxbridge, Mass.; John Corey and others, of Fox- 
b rough, 
others, of Canton, Mass; of Mosses Buffum and 
others, of Mendon, Mass.; of. James Adams 
and twenty-two others, of Canton, Mass.; 
of Anson Barton and twenty-three | others, 
of Wrentham, Mass.; all representing the existence 
of frauds upon the revenue, and praying for an in- 
vestigation of the same, and for a revision of the 
laws in relation to the collection of duties on manu- 
factares uf wool: referred to the Committee on 
Manaofac ures] . ah ee A, te 

By Messrs. FILLENGHAST and CRANSTON, 
of Rhode Island. 

By. Messrs. BROCKWAY, TRUMBULL, 
STORRS, J. B` WILLIAMS, OSBORNE, and 
SMITH, of Connecticut. aoe 

By Messrs. HALL, SLADE, and FLETCHER, 
of Vermont. ` te wot See AG 
" By Messrs; MITCHELL, A. BROWN, WA- 
GENER, STRONG, HAND, DOIG, MORGAN, 
HOFFMAN, FILLMORE, PECK, GRIN- 
NELL, CORTIS, GRANGER, CHAS. JOHN- 
SON, GATES, FINE, BARNARD, KEMBLE, 
JONES, MARVIN, HUNT, CRITTEN- 
DEN, RUSSELL, MONROE, PRENTISS, DA- 
NA. VANDERPOEL, LEONARD, EARL, 
FLOYD, MALLORY, ROGERS, KEMPSHALL, 
JACKSON, EDWARDS, BREWSTER, and 
MONTANYA, of New York. 

{Mr. Marvin presented, and had properly tefer- 
red, the following petitions: The petition of Joseph 
Hall for a pensivn as an invalid. The petition of 
General Putnam Farrington,of Chautauque county, 
New York, praying for a pension. The petition of 
Eunice Abell-for a pension. The petiton of A. 
Hitchcock, and others, for an increase of pen- 
sion. Also, two petitions from sundry c'tizens of 
Chautauque county, New York, praying legisla- 
tion in relation to the use of ardent spirits in the 
army and navy, &c. &c. Also, a letier in relation 
to the claim of Charley Wood, of Cattaraugus 
county, New York, for a pension, with a resolution 
that the Committee on: Revolutionary Pensions in- 
quire into the expediency of granting said Wood 
apension. Mr. M. also presented the following: 
petitions, which he said had been placed in his 
hands by the Hon. Mr. Gatsraitu, of Penasylva- 
nia, not now in his seat,.wiih a request to present 
them: Three petitions praying for. an appropiia- 
tion to improve the navigation.of the Alleghany 


river from Pittsbargh to Olean. Petition of James . 


Gee for a pension as an-invalid.. The petition of 
Casper M. Rabse fer remuneration, d&c. for losses 
sustained by his father in the Revolatfonary. War. 


A petition praying for the: construction. of. 
a` harbor op:.Lake Erie, at the mouth. of Six- 


teen Mile Creek, in.. Pennsylvania. The pe- 
tition of citizens: of -Warren aod. Erie. ceuu- 


ties, Pennsylvania, praying for a post route: 


from ‘Waterford .to-Warren.: The. petiton of .D, 
Raymond, respecting, the currency. of the United 
States. The,.memorial: ọfa convention: of -dele- 


gates from a.number of counties in~ the western - 
part of Pennsylvania, for an. appropriation to ims ||! 


prove the navigation of the Alleghany river. ] 

-{Mr. Prentiss. presented the petition of Geo, 
H. Noble, and nifety-nine others, of. Oswego 
county, New,,York,. for a reduction “in tbe rate of 
letter postage. Also, „the petition of Joseph Peck, 
and one hundred and twenty-fwo.;c- thers, of New 
Lisbon, Otsego. county, New-York, for-the same 
object.] e tye fas we ee re r EER i 

{Mr: Hann presented the petition of Henry Wat- 


viss for relief on account of damages sustained by . 
a sudden termination of a contract with the United . 
States, to make, prepare, and fitthe iron wok for: 


building a battery at Island’ Point, near the boun- 
dary line on Lake Champlain: referred to the 
Committee on Claims. ` Also, the petition of Chas. 
M. Hillyard, for pay for necessaries furnished 
the:troops during the border troubles in :1838: re-, 


ferred to thé Committee of :Claims; Also, the:. 
pitition “of Daniel T. Taylor, for: aid in- estab- 
lishing a national vniversity in Missouri, “Illinois, « 


or ong of ihe: Western States: referred: to the 


Ccmmittee on the J aditiary. . Also, the petition of: 


Mass.; of Fiederick W. Lincoln and fifty. 


EASES D PE E TALS TR SO NEES SP 


| dry inhabitants of the State of New York, praying 


. abolished, and that the rate of postage on each 


. rẹlief and remuneration for his unjust.imprison-. 


. tg South Or 
.. On motion of Mr. Jones, the resolution in rẹ- 
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‘Archibald MeCollum, for compensation for a 
house accidentally destroyed by fire when in the 
occupancy -of -the United. States troops: referred 
to the Commitee on Claims. Al.o, the petition 
of Lebbeus Hascall, stating that he is the inventor 
of.certain hollow cannon shat, asking for trial- by 
experiments, and, if found an improvement, then 
-for compensation: referred to the. Committee. on 
Military Affairs. Also moved that the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions be discharged from 
the consideration of the-petition J. Cammack, and 
that it be referred to the Comuittee on Invalid 
Pens‘ons: ordered. Also, that same committee be 
discharged from the consideration of the petition of 
Elizabeth Allen, and that the same be referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary, Claims; ordered.] 

(Mr. Leonarp prezenied the. petition of Samuei 
Hutchinson, a soldier of the Revolution, praying 
to be inscribed upon the pension roll. Also, a pe- 
tition of inhabitants of the county of Tioga, in the 
State of New York, for the establishment of a mail 
reute from Flemingville, in said county, to Spceds- 
ville, in the county of Tompkins. Also, the peti- 
tion of the heirs of Capt. Thomas Park, decea-ed, 
praying compensation for private property sold for 
ihe use of the Government during the Revolu- 
tionary war] - 

[Mr. Srroxa of New York presented sundry pe~ 
titions of inhabitants of the counties of Wayne and 
Ontario, in the State of New York, praying for an 
appropriation to aid in improving the harbor at 
Pul:ensyville, on Lake Ontario: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. Alo, a petition of in- 
habitants of the county of Wayne, State of New 
York, praying that the franking privilege may be 


letter, not exceeding one-fourth of an ounce in 
weight, may be made uniform, without regard to 
distance, and be two ¢ents: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Also, 
a petition of William Willcox and J: seph Willcox, 
of Palmyra, in the county of Wayne, State. of 
New York, praying for relief: referred to the Come. 
mittee on the Judiciary. Also, a petition of san- 


for the establishment of a port of entry at Indian 
Key: referred to the Committee on Commerce. | 

_ [Mr. Hunt presenied-the petition, with accom- 
panying papers, of Polly Hall, widow and execu- 
trix of Lot Hall, deceased, as also of the heirs of 
the deceased, praying remuneration for services 
rendered by the said Lot Hall, and prize money 
due him, in the war of the Revolution: ordered to 
be pjinted, and referred, with the papers, to the, 
Committee ‘on Revolutionary Claims, . Alsa, the 
petition and ‘accompanying papers of 
Thédy, of Rensselaer county, New York, praying 


ment’ in the State prison at Auburn, for.the rob- 
bery of the United States mail, committed in May, 
1835, by one John, C- Riley: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary.) TE 


__. [Mr. Peck presented the following petitions, viz: . 
George-Williams and others, of Portage, Allegany 
county, New-York, for the establishment of a mail - 
route; William :Patker, ‘a. Sénéca Indian, for an; 
increase of pension; Samuel Gilman, of Genesee- 
| county, New York, for'relief, by pznsion or other- ` 


wise, on account.of Revolutionary services.] 
[On motion of Mr. Jonzs, 


and Fost Roads be instructed” to iiquire into the 

expediency of an act to-establish a post route from 

Newburg, by way of Brook’s Mills and Lagrange, 
Middletown, in Orange county N Y. 


ference to “Jones’s Digest and Tarif,” and the 


theCommittee on Commerce.) 
[Mr. Monranya presented the petition of Jamés 


Sidman, and Jonathan Youman, praying to be 


two separate.petitions from inhabitants of Brook- 
“lyn and New York, for the cénstraction ofa na- 
“tional dry-dock at Brooklyn. Also, a` petition of 
two hundred and three mechanics of the Brooklyn 


Thomas: | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 


repert thereon, February 13, 1889, were referred to` 


Sephens, Leah: Tentre, Rachel Polhamus, John - 


placed on the roll of Revolationary pensions. Also, ~ 
: the petition of John Blight and others, master work- 
_men at- naval stations, for increase of pay. Also, 


eo 

naval: statton, for an early apprepriation for the 
completion of works already . commenced; which 
was ordered to be printed, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the. Whole on the State of the Union.) , 

When New Jersey was called, : 

Mr RANDOLPH inquired of the Sreaxer whe- 

ther he had received a communication from the 
Governor and Council of New Jersey on the sub- 
ject of the contested elections from that State. 
_ The SPEAKER replied that he had received 
such a communication, but that it was addressed 
to him in his individual capacity as a Representa- 
tive from the State of Virginia, and not in his of- 
ficial character as Speaker of the House, and 
therefore he had declined presenting it. - 

Mr. PICKENS said he should like: to hear the 
SpeakeEn’s answer to the communication read. 

Mr. ‘WISE said the answer was a personal affair, 
solely belonging the Speaker, because the commu- 
nication of the Governor and Council was addres: ed 
to him in his private character, and therefore it was 
not necessary for him to ask the advice of the 
House in answering it. But inasmuch as.it was a 
correspondence between the authorities of a sove- 
reign State anda high officer of that House, he 
hoped it would be laid before them. i 

Mr. RANDOLPH said he felt bourd, at the first 
opportunity, to present these resolutions himself, 
and he would therefore do so now, and move that 
they be spread upon the journal, and printed. 

“Mr. JAMESON asked of the Cna, if these re- 
solutions had not first been addressed to him as an 
individual: member of the Heuse. 

-The SPEAKER replied thathe had received cer- 
tain resolutions from the Governor and Council of 
New Jersey, but as they were not addressed to:hiny 
in his, official character as Speaker of the House 
he had declined presenting them. ; 

Mr. HAND doubted whether it was in order to 
present these resolutions at ihis time. : The exten- 
sion of the 20th rule authorized the presentation of 
petitions; but he did not think resolgtions of a State 
could come in under that rule. ` 

Mr. JAMESON wished to know of the Cran if 
the report and resolutions of the minority of the Le- 
gislature of New Jersey on the same subject, had 
been received by him; and if so, whether he would 
lay them before the House. 

The SPEAKER replied that he had received a 
report from the minority of the New Jersey Legis- 
lature; which was addressed to him in his official. 
character, as Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives; and he would, therefore, at a proper time, 
present them. ; : 5 

“Mr. PICKENS apprehended that the gentleman 
from New York was mistaken in his construction: 
ofthe :rale:; It would apply, bè said, to resolu- 
tions offered by the: members from themselves, 
but not to resolutions coming from one cf the 
States. - Such had always been received when pe- 
titions were inerder, > i 

Mr. HAND then, withdrew bis objections... 

Mr. R. GARLAND asked if. he.-wnderstood the. 
SPEAKER as saying that.he would present the.report 
-coming from the minority ef the New Jersey Le-, 
' gislaturé, while he declined presenting a commu- 
hg from the Governor and Council of that 

fale, G a pae me + i 
"Mr: WISE said that if gentlemen would permit 
the correspondence to be read, they would not only” 
understand the motives of the Spzaxer, but would 
approve of his conduct. ` The one tet of resolutions 
was addressed to him as’ a member from the S:ate. 
of Virginia, and denied the organization of the 
House, and that he was the Speaker of it.: Pe- 
could not, therefore, consistently with the respect. 
he owed the House, or in justice to himself, have 
presented these resolutions. The other set, which ' 
came from the minority of the Legislature, was ad- . 
dressed tq him in his official. character, and there- 
fore, it was right and proper that he should present 
them. i 

Mr. DROMGOOLE contended that the corre- 
spondence ought to be laid before the House, in ot- 
der to set the conduct of the Sreaxer in its proper 
light. ‘This, he thought, was due, as well to the , 
SPEAKER as to the House- io ed 

Mr. HOLMES expressed the same views, an 
after some farther remarks from Messrs. DROM- 
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G00 NCOLN, PETRIKIN, WISE, 
BRI LIN IOMAS, and LEADBETTER, 


Mr. WISE moved a suspension of the rales, in 
order to enable the Spxaxer to lay the commun- 
cation and his answer before the House, But be- 
fore taking any question, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tauvunspay, February 6, 1840. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, made in 
compliance with resolutions of the Senate of the 
30th December last, ia relation to tolls collected on 
vessels pasting through the Louisville and Port- 


laud canal; which was read, and referred to the | 


Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
witling fifty-two copies of the Army Register for 
the year 1840, which was read. 

Mr. ROANE presented the memorial of Nancy 
Hickman; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the memoria! of Colonel 
Many, and other officers of the 3d regiment of infan- 
try, praying that the officers of the line of the army 
may be placed upon the same footing, im point of 
pay, with the officers of the several staff corps. 

. Mr. P. said he desired to remark here, in reply 
to many inquiries that had been propounded to 
him upon this subject, that the Commitiee on Mili- 
tary Affairs would soon report a bill for the equali- 
zation of the pay of the officers of the army, agree- 

ably to the instructions of a resolution whieh he 

bad the honor to submit at an early day of the ses- 

sion, and which was adopted by the Senate, wi 
out a dissenting voice. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the memorial of a 
number of masters of steamboats, and others, of 
New Orleans, praying the establishment of lights, 
for rendering more easy the navigation between 
the cities of New Orleans and Mobile; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PHELPS presented the petition of John 
8. Morton and John Larrabee; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted documents ia relation to 
the claim of Robert K. McLaughlin; which were 
referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. BENTON submitted a document contain- 
ing the annual payments on account of the public 
debt, and the reveane from custcmsand sales of 
public lands in each year, from 1789 to 1839; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. ; 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the memorial of 
Ramsay McHenry; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, tbe Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the consideration ef 
the memoria! of Benjamin L. Carleton, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to wifch was referred the bill for the relief of 
Samuel Crapin, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, to which 
wa. referred 

The petition of Abraham White; 

The memoria! of Warebam Kingsley; and 

A document relating to the claim of James T. 
Chittenden; 
made, severally, adverse reports on the same. 

On motion by Mr. B , the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the farther consi- 
deration of the petition of Hannah Gouge, and 
from the farther consideration of the memorial of 

mas Harrison. 

Mr. BITS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Jeremiah 
Fugitt, made an adverse report n. 

y . Mr. WRIGHT, fiom the Committee on Fi- 
Rance, to which was referred a report of the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury, in relation to the execution 
of tbe thirteenth and fourteenth sections of the act 
to regulate the deposites of the public money; 
Toe memorial of the Legisiative Assembly of 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the Territory of Wisconsin, praying for an appro- 
priation for the erection of a penitentiary, and 

The memorial of John Reed; 
asked to be discharged from their farther conside- 
ration, and that they be laid upon the table; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following motion fer 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to send to the Senate his opinion of the expedi- 
ency of establishing a line of military pon 
at suitable places and distances from the Mis- 
souri river, near the mouth of the Piatte, 
into the pass or passes of the Rocky moun- 
tains most usually traversed to descend into 
the valley of the Oregon or Columbia river; the ef- 
fects of sach a measure in giving encouragement 
and protection to the American fur trader; facili- 
tating intercourse between the valley of the Mis- 
sissippi and the great western ocean; aiding and 

rotecting trading caravans; overawing and hold- 
ing in check various Indian tribes, in front and 
rear of such posts; the number and kind of force 
n for such service; the probable cost of 
keeping up said posts; and whether it would be ne- 
cessary to increase the military force of the United 
States to accomplish these objects. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following motion, 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the pension laws, as to authorize the 
Commissioners of Pesions to pay to the adminis- 
trator or adminisirators on the estate of a pensioner, 
where the widow is dead, the amount coming to 
the children of the deceased, but, at the same time, 
not to make this fund liable for the debts of the de- 


ceased. 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted documents in the 
aim of Gershom Morse; which, with a resolution, 
was referred tothe Committee on the Public Lands, 

The resolution submitted some days since by Mr. 
Tarpan, to amend the joint rales in relation to pe- 
titions, was taken up,and ordered to be printed. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Cray 
of Alabama, after being amended on motion of Mr. 
Smrra of Indiana, was considered and agreed to— 
ayes 30, noes 5. 

The bill for the relief of Charles Morgan, after 
being amended, and changing its title to “A bill 
forthe relief of Susannah Honeyman, her heirs 
or Oi 


assigns; 
The bill to amend the “‘act to provide for taking 
the sixth censas or enumeration of the inhabitants 
of the United States, approved March 3,§1839;” 
The bill to authorize John E. Metcalf,and others, 
to locate certain pre-emption claims to land in In- 


were severally considered as in Committee of 
aes and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. PRESTON moved that the orders of the 
day be sus nded, snd the resolution submitted by 
him some days since be taken up for consideration. 

On. this motion a debate sprang op, in which 
Messrs. PRESTON, KING, BROWN, ROBIN- 
SON, CRITTENDEN, SMITH of Indiana, 
NORVELL, WHITE, WRIGHT, and CLAY of 
oa participated. 

en, on motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, it 
was laid on the table—ayes 25, noes 15. etd 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


ROTHE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
nUgspay, February 6, 1840. 

The SPEAKER begged leave to make a short 
explanation this morning, in relation to the subject 
which was under discussion yesterday evening. It 
had been suggested yesterday by several gentle- 
men, that it was probably doe to himself, and to 
the relations he bore to the House, that he should 
explain the reasons which induced bim to decline 
presenting the communication he received from the 
Governor and Council of New Jersey. If it should 
be the pleasure, therefore, of the House, he would 
riage lay the eee ey referred to before 

. urse would, pe „tend to put an end 
to unnecapsary debate, and de away with the ne- 


cessity of suspending the rele moved by the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wisr.] 
The correspondence was then read, as follows: 
Strate or New JERsey, 
UTIVE DayaRTMENT, 
Trenton, a 24, mabe 
Sim: I herewith transmita copy of a preamble 
and resolutions passed by the Legislature of the 
State of New Jersey at their present session, 
request that you will lay the same before the Re- 
presentatives of the Twenty-sixth Congress from 
the several States, now assembled at Washington. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 


bedient ant 
obedient servan WILLIAM PENNINGTON, 
Governor of New Je:sey. 


Hover or RepaesENTarivE or rar U. B. 
Washington, January 30, 1840. 
To his Excellency Gov. PENNINGTON: i 
Sın: I have received, through you, the resolutions 


| of the Council and General Assembly of New 


Jersey, a copy of which was ordered to be trans- 
mitted tothe Hon. R. M. T. Hunts, a Repre- 
sentative from the State of Virgin'a, wiih the re- 

uest that he wll lay the same before the other 

epresen'atives from the several States now as- 
sembled at Washington.” Asan individual, or 
as a member from the State of Virginia, I should 
always esteem it a distinguished honor to be 
selected as the organ through whom the sove- 
reign State of New Jersey might be pleased 
to express its wishes and opinions. But, as 
I have no right to suppose that the Coun- 
cil and General Assembly of New Jersey have de- 
signed thus to distinguish me individually, shd to 
the exclusien of the honorable member from that 
State, who, with others, constitute the present 
House of Representatives, I feel bound to con- 
clade, upon this consideration and from the general 
tenor of the resolutions themselves, that they were 
sent to we on account of the station which I at 
peen occupy. Under these circumstances, I beg 
eave most respectfally to decline to lay these reso- 
lutions before the House over which I have the 
honor to preside, as, virtually, they seem to deny 
my title to the office of Speaker, and the right of 
those who have invested me with that trust. 

The House of Representatives of the United 
States of America having elected a Speaker, has a 
right to expect that all communications made to it 


i through its organ, should be addressed to him in 


his official capacity. Under this view of the case, 
it would seem that I cannot comply with the re- 

nest of the Council and General Assembly of New 

ersey, with a due regard to the dignity of the 
House, or without admitting by reference that it 
had conferred upon me authority which it had no 
right to give, and that I myself am discharging the 
functions of an office to which I have no tite 
These are admissions which I am not prepared to 
make. 

In thus s ating my views in reference to the re- 
quest made of me, I raise no question as to the 
propriety of the resolutions themselves, or as to the 
right of the Council and General Assembly of New 
Jersey to adopt them. I only refer to them as 
they relate to my official station, to show that I am 
influenced by no want of respect for the constitu- 
ted authorities of the State of New Jersey, but 
governed entirely by a sense of duty to the House 
of which I am the organ, and which may expect 
that I shall not lay before them communications 
which refuse to accredit meas such. I am not 
disposed to cavil about mere matters of form, nor 
do I imagine thata personal disrespect was inended 
to be offered to me by those, whese station and dig- 
nity alike forbid such a supposition. But when an 
omission of form seems designed as a mode of de- 
Dying the rights and privileges of the House of 
Representatives, of which I am the organ, it be- 
comes my duty to do nothing which may recog- 
nise the propriety of such an omission. 

Ihave retained the copy of the resolutions irass- 
mitted tame, until I shall be further advised b 
your Excellency of any other disposition whieh it 
may be proposed n Aes of them. 

n conclusion, g leave to express my request 
that I should be unable to comply with any ‘eset 
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sper a ŇA a ST, 


made.of me by the Council and General Assembly 
of New Jersey. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, your i 


obedient servant, R. M. T. HUNTER. 


Mr. RANDOLPH observed that he did not hear | 
= gioia, over the way, [Mr. Dromeoo.e,] obtained |' 


the objections made yesterday by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. If he had heard the gentle- 
maa, he would have replied to them. The fifty- 
fourth rale, Mr. R. said, was applicable to petitions 
and memorials only, and not to resolations coming 
from a sovereign State. He did not think, there- 
fore, that they should be laid over, by the opera- 
tions of this rule. 

The SPEAKER suggested to the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Wisx,) that he had beiter 
withdraw his motion to suspend the rales, the ob- 
ject having been accomplished by laying the cor- 
resgondence before the House. 

Mr. WISE said his only object, on yesterday, in 
pressiog the motion that the SPEAKER be permitted 
to give his reasons, was to enable that gentleman 
to place bincet{ right before the country. His ob- 
ject was attained by the reading of the correspon- 
detee, which would be placed on the journal. 
That correspondence gave satisfactory reasons for 


same point of order, received and the same infor- 
mation from the Cram that I had. Daring a 
desultory debate, whether the SPEAKER should as- 
siga to the House his reason for refusing to pres-nt 
the resolutions, an honorable member from Vir- 


the floor, and objected to their reception, and said 
he wou'd continue to do so unul the SPEAKER 
should be permitted to state his reasons for the re- — 


_ fusal, if he desired se to do. 


- tion of the House, or its contents briefly stated. 


the coarse the Spsaxsr had pursued; and he `: 


deemed his motion now unnecessary, and with- 
drew it. 

The SPEAKER then informed the gentleman 
from New Jersey, that the resolations were before 
the Howse on the motion to print them. 

Mr. LEADBETTER rose te a question affect- 
ing the journal, and stated that, after what had 
transpired on yesterday in relation to the presenta- 
tion of the joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
the State of New Jersey, he should move to strike 
out the entry made in that case, and to insert the 
following as an amendment: 

“Mr. RaxpoLPs inquired of the Spraxsa if he had received 
certain joint reaolutions from the Governor and Council of the 
Sune of New Jersey; and if so, did the SpzaKgr intend to pre- 
gent them? And ifthe Sesaxen did not intend to present them, 
did thé Caan Wish 19 aai his reasons for refusing to present 

m 

“The Sraaxue replied that he had received certain resolu- 
tions from the Governor and Council, addressed to him as 3 
member of the House, and not as Srzaxga; that he should not 
present them, and had so informed the Governor and 

“Mr. Ranpoiru. Then I will present them, and move to 
have them spreed apen the journal. 

“Mr. Luapserrer objected, as being out of order. 

“The Cua stated, that by the practice of the House, the re- 
solutions were in order. 

“Mr, Hap rove to the same question of order; and, daring a 
desultory debate, when Mr. RANDOLPH was called upon to 
either state the contents of the resolution, or to have them read. 

eae Rawpo.ra replied, lot them be rend i oa ind 

“Mr. Dzomaoo objected 
should continne io do eo until the SPEAKER should state his 
reasons for not presenting those jutions.’? 

Mr. L. stated that this amendment had been 
hastily drawn up, and would of course be subject 
to corrections wherein it might differ from the facts. 
Bot, said Mr. L. permit me bere to state, that if 
those resolutions bad found their way upon the 
journals: of this House, in aceordance with its 
Tules, an amendment of the journal would not 
have been called for by me; but justice to myself, 
to the House, and t> the country, seem to require 
that the journal should be its own expositor of the 


Council. | 


way and manner in which those resolutions found - 


their way upon them. Let those resolutions be 
couched in language eyer so respectful—iet them 
have emanated from a sovereign State or elsewhere, 
I insist that, inasmach as they came, notin under 
the prescribed rules of the House, “but climbed 
up some other way,” it is bnt just, right, and pro- 
per, that the joarnals should present the factsof the 


case. I will bere inquire how thore resolutions . 
came there, and if I am wrong, I hope that some 


gentleman will correct me. 


After the honorable member from New Jersey, l 
(Mr. Rawpoten,] bad imparled with the SřrakeR, | 
he ted the joint resolutions of the Legisla- — 


ture of his State, and moved that they be spread 


upon the journal; to which I objected, being in- ` 
- formed by the Spxaxer that resolutions and meme-: : 
rials from tbe- Legislatures of the States had, by ` 
the former practice of the House, been always con- ; 
sidered as in order upon petition days. The hono- « 


rable member from New Jersey was then called 

upony either to state the contents of the résolutions, 
orto have them read; ‘to which he replied, “Eet 
them: be read:”: During this call, an honorable: 
member from New York, (Mr: Hanp,] rose te the 


t 
t 


This motion to reject was not withdrawn; yet 
I anderstand that the Cuar decided that the reso- 
lutions were received, in which, with all due re- 
spect for the Cuang, I then thought, and still think, 
that the Crate erred; but this decision being made, 
I felt myself constrained to pot myself and the 


matter right before the country; and before a peti- |. 
tion, memorial, or resolution, can de received by |: 


this House, it must either be read for the informa- 


Now, sir, I ask was this done? Who neard them — 


either read ur their contents stated? Who among | 


us even now knows what those resolutions 
contained? How do we know but what they are 
in direct violation of the ru'e adopted by this 
House, a few days ago, in relation to the subject 
of Abolition? How do we know, s'r, but they 
contain direct propositions for the immediate abo- 
lishment of slavery in the District of Columbia? 


Did you hear them read? Did you hear a brief 
statement of their contents? No, sir. No. Then, sir, 
before the power of the ru'e requiring that they 
should be either read, or a statement of their con- 
tents briefly made, had exhausted itself, the 
objection to the reception was made by the 
gentleman from Virginia, and not withdrawn. 
Then, sir, how stand the tacts of the case? Sim- 
ply thus: that we have spread upon our journa!s 


+} 


p 


| which were ordered, and were—yeas 94, nays 93. 
i 
f 


motion tolay on the table; and were—yeas 87, 
nays 86. - i 
So it was laid on the table. 
The question then recurring on 


the motion to 
rint, 5 
Mr. STEENROD demanded the yeas and nays, 


Petitions and memorials were thea further pre- 


sented 


n ; 
By Mr. RAN DOLPH, of New Jersey. 
The SPEAKER presented the report of the 


minority of the Joint Committee of the Legislatare 


' of New Jersey, approving of the courte of the 


House of Representatives in excluding from seats 
the spurious members returned from that State. 
Mr. RANDOLPH moved that it be laid on the 
table and be printed. 
Mr. BEATY called for the reading of the report; 


` which was proceeded in for a short time, when 


preambles, resolutions, &c. &c. of which we know |: 
` motion to lay on the table,-and print, by add- 


nothing, except from dame rumor, and that at a 
time when the House were resting, insecurely, un- 
der the apprehension that the quesiton of reception 
was stiil before us. 


Althowgh these resolutions are upon the journal, 


(the reading of that part of which is dispensed 


: with,) yet, sir, sappose that it shall appear hereaf- 


ter that those resolutions are intended as a direct 
insult to this body, and we shall be compelled to 
hear the record of our own disgrace heralded forth 


- to the world, how much more does the justice and 


; propriety of this 
itself to our consideration? Nor thisalone—let the | 
| same journal, which bears the record of our dis- 


` ner in which this disgrace came upon the record. 


amendment to the journal present 


grzoe, also transmit to posterity the way and man- 


Mr. REED hoped that part of the gentleman's 
motion would not be adopted. The gentleman 
was for putting on the journal a desultory debate, 
verifying the old adage, that there might be “too 
much of a good thing.” This reminded him of an 


| anecdote he had heard relating to a circumstance 
| that took place in the old Plymouth colony. A 


man there was punished by whipping for some 
trifling crime; and, when putting on his jacket to 
go away, was told by the judge to come back and 

a 
eored; that he did not care whether they recorded 
itornot. Mr. R. concluded by moving to lay the. 
motion of Mr. Leapserrer on the table. 


and nays. ; 
Mr. TILLINGHAST inquired of the Cram 
whether it had not been the invariable practice, in 


making up: the journal, to insert thereon the joint |! 


resolutions passed by State Legislatures. © 

The SPEAKER said the journal, as ‘it now 
stood, was in the usual form. oe meg NE 

Mr. BEATTY inquired if it had -been usual to 
insert on the journal resolations ‘of the Biates 
couched in improper language, and denying the 
organization of the House. Mr. B. denied that 
such was the practice, and was proceeding to de< 
bate that point, but was called to order by 

The SPEAKER, who said the motion te fay on © 
the table was not debatable: 

Mr. BEATTY.: I-am ‘sorry 
been applied in this ease. He wished it could “be 
debated; 65o o AUE O 


The yeas and nays’ were: then. ordered ‘on the’ 


a shilling for recording. The culprit an- | 


Mr. JONES of New York demanded the yeas 


that-thé gag-haa | 


ii 


Mr. DANA moved that the reading be dis- 


pensed with. 


Mr. BEATTY persisted in having it read. It 
was a courtesy due to the House that, after the ma- 


| jority report had ‘been read, the minwity also 


should be read. 

Mr. DAVIES of Pennsylvania objected to the 
reading; when 

Mr. BEATTY demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspead the reading, but subse- 
quently withdrew it. ; 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend, and decided in the affirmative, without a 
count. i 

Mr. CRARY said thë Cmaia had decided that 
it had been usual to place on the journal resolu= 
tions of State Legislatures; but he believed that 
rule bad been departed from in some instances; 


| therefore, for fear that the resolutions might or 


might not be placed there, he moved to amend the 


ing, aud that the same be spread on the journal. 
Mr. R. GARLAND inquired , if it wasin order 
to amend a motion to lay on the table. 
Mr.PETRIKIN inquired of the Cran whether,if 
the yeas and nays be ordered on the motizn to lay — 


` on the table and print, the resolutions would not 


' Messrs. 


be also inserted on the journal. 

The SPEAKER. According to the usual prac- 
tice, they would. ‘ 
Mr. CRARY withdrew his motion to amend, as 

the object he had in view to get it spread on the 
journal could be accomplished in another ‘way. 
Mr.TURNEY then demanded the yeas and nays, | 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 155, nays 1. 
ri a motion to print and lie on the table pre- ., 
vailed. A 
Petitions and memorials were then presented by... 
AVIES, PETRIKIN, RAMSEY, 


| BEATTY, HENRY, NAYLOR, JAMES, SAR-... 


, pension h 


| Carley, of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, a Revolu- 


GEANT, 8. W. MORRIS, KEIM, LEEF, © 
McCULLOH, SIMONTON, EDWARDS, 
NEWHARD, BIDDLE, PAYNTER, OGLE, ` 
and COOPER, of Pennsylvania, and also by the” 
SPEAKER, from citizens of that Stale,” pee i 
[Mr. Henry presented the following petitions: | 
The petition of Thomas Stratton, of Beaver county, 
Pennsylvania, a soldier of the Revolution, praying `, 
for remuneration for services jn ihe Revolitionary ` 


| wart on motion, referred to the Committee on Rès, 


volgtionary Pensions. ` Of John Spear, of Mercér |’ 
county, Pennsylvania, praying to be plaeed'on the * 
ston account of ‘services in the India =? 
war, under General Wayne, by which his health”” 
was impaired, and is vow old’ and poor, aad una- 
ble to support himself by labor: on motion, re:'“ 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensiohs. Of” 
the heirs of Capt. Robert Vance, deceased, who / 
served as a captain in the war of ‘the Revolution, 


in the Virginia line, from 1776 to the end of thé 


war, praying for commutation pay and interest to. 


| which their. father. was-entitled: referred: to the: : 


Of Simon” 


Committee on Revolationary Pen: ions: : 


tionary soldier, praying for a pensión on aecount''* 
of his services referred to the Committee on‘ Revo- `~ 
lutionary Pensions. Of William Scott, of Beaver: ` 
county, Pennsylvania, praying fot a pension oli 

account. of extraordinary: exposure and loss “bf ; 
health in the service of ‘the: United States-in tho- 


168; 


late war: referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. Of James Scott, of Mercer county, 
Pennsylvania, praying to ‘be placed on the invalid 

jon list, on account of disability occasioned by 
exposure in the service of the United States in the 
late war: referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. Of John Butts, of Dauphin county, 
Pennsylvania, on behalf of himself and other heirs 
of Captain Hawkins Boon, an officer of the Revo- 
lution, praying for commutation pay under the re- 


solation of Congress of 1780: referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Revolutionary Claims. Of Rotert Dock, 
praying for remuneration for losses sustained in the 
Revolutionary war: referred to the Committee of 


Claims. Of Josiah Westlake, of Mercer county, | 


Pennsyivania,. praying for. an additional pension, 


which has been withheld from him from March 4, ` 


1824, to September 4, 1831: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. Of Thomas Hail, of 
Beaver county, Pennsyivania, a soldier of the. Re- 


volutionary war, praying to be placed on the pen- 


sion list on account of Revolutionary services: 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. Of Jobn Killinger, of Mercer county, Penne 
sylvania, a soldier in the late war, praying to be 
placed on the pension roll in consequence of loss 
of health, occasioned by exposure in the service of 
his country: referred to the Committee on Invalid 


Pensions. Two petitions of a number of citizens’ 


of Mercer county, and one from Beaver county, 
Peansy!vania, praying for the recognition, by the Go- 
vernment of the United States, of the independence 
of Hayti, and for the establishment of diplomatic 
and comwmercial relations with that Republic: laid 
on the table. The memorial of the American Silk 
Society, praying that the Journal of the American 
Silk Society and Rural Economist may be patro- 
nized, and circulated among the American people 
free of expense: referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures. ‘The memorial of one hundred 
and forty-eight citizens of Beaver county, Pennsy}- 
vania, engaged in. the manufacture of woollen 
goods, praying. Congress to pass a law to prevent 
frauds being committed against the revenue laws, 


and to protect manufactures: referred to ihe Com- 


mittee on Manufactures. Two remonstances of a 
number of citizens of Mercer county, Peansylva- 
nia, against the annexation of Texas t) this Union: 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Henry, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be, and they are hereby, instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of making provision for 
issuing land serip to satisfy military bounty land 
warrants, or make such other immediate provision 
for all cases of oytstanding. military or Revolu- 
tionary Jand warrants, for the satisfaction of which 
there remain no lands appropriated, as said com- 
mittee may deem expedient. ] 


IMr. Keim presented the following: petition from 
the electors of the third: District, asking an investi- 
gation into the right of Cuartzs Navor, hcldiog 
a seat in Congress: referred to the Committee of 
Elections. Of Horatio N. Crabb, late a first 
Lieutenant ef Marines, asking a restoration of 
pay and allowances, withheld from him under a 
decision of the accounting officers of the Trea- 
sury: referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Of, citizens of city and county of Philadelphia, 
praying thata steam revenue cutter may be con- 
structed forthe public service in Delaware bay: 
referred to the Committeeon Naval Affairs. From 
one hundred citizens of Berks couaty, Peansylva- 
nia, praying Congress to establish a post route 
from Douglessvilie to Hamburg, in county and 
State aforesaid: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads.] 

(Mr. Ramsey presented the following petitions: 
Of: the citizens of Adams county, Pennsylvania, 
forthe establishment of a post route from Gettys- 
burg to Hanover, via McSherrystown. Of Capt. 
Jno. Smith, claiming for Revolutionary services. 
OFf Lieutenant Scott Ketchum of the United States 

army, for relief. Of the heirs of Mathew Armon 
deceased, for relief ] i 

[Mr. S. W. Morais presented the petition of 

sundry inhabitants of Tioga county, Pennsylvania, 
asking for the establishment of a post road from 
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Lawrenceville to Southport. 
a soldier in the last war, praying for a pension.] _ 
(Mr. Peraixin presented the following peti- 
titions: Of Jonathan Bulkley of Luzerne county, Pa. 
praying Congress to grant him a pension for injuries 
received while in the serivce of the United States 
Navy: referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Of John Atherton for a pension for services render- 
ed in the Revolutionary war: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. Of Abbott 
Green and George Schaalle, praying that money 
deposited by them in the Treasury of the United 
States to purchase lands be refunded to them: 


referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lauds. Of Daniel P. Rake for a Jaw to 
authorize a location of military land war- 


rant: referred to the Committee on the Pablic 
Lands. Of S. Raub, jr. relative to his invention to 
prevent accidents by the bursting of steam boilers on 
board of ships and boats: referred to a Select Com- 
mittee of Seven. Of Charles Hickman and eighty- 
two other citizens and electors resident in the Third 
Congressional District of Pennsylvania, contesting 
the right of CmarLes Naytor to a seat in the 


House of Representatives: referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Elections.] 


[Mr. Leer said he had in his hand a memorial | 


signed by Joseph Henderson of the county of 
Washington, in the State of Pennsylvania, who is 
one of the heirs and attorney in fact fur the other 
heirs of Richard Dallinor, Jate of the State of Dela- 
ware, deceased. The petition sets forth that R. 
Dallinor, in the capacity of captain, in the militia 
in the State of Delaware, serred during the 
whole of the Revolutionary war, and requests that 
the petitioners may be allowed five years’ pay and 
the usual quantity of land granted to captains in 
the contineatal army: referred tothe Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions.] 

{Mr. Oste presented the following petitions: 
From Edwin F. Shoenberger, and others, of Bed- 
ford county, Pa. to revise the laws for the collection 
of duties, and make them more effectual in pre- 
venting frauds. From Daniel Young and others, 
of same county, and State, of similar import. From 
Robert Graham of Westmoreland county, Penn. to 
confirm his right to certain Jands in Illinois. From 
Abram Beam and others, of Somerset county, Pa. 
praying that the postage on letters may be so re- 


duced, that no single letter shall be charged more . 


than ten cents. From William Kellar of Bedford 
county, Pa. a soldier in the late war, for pension. 
From Pliny Hayes of Cambria county, Pa. a sol- 
dier of the Revolution, for increase of pension. 
From the heirs of Lieut. Col. James Piper (of the 
army of the Revolution) for compensation for ser- 
vices rendered by their ancestor. From citizens of 
Erie county, Pa. for the improvement of the harbor 
at the mouth of Elbi Creek on Lake Erie. From 
citizens of Louisville, praying that the tolls on the 
Louisville and Portland canal may be reduced. 
From Abraham Morrison, esq. of Cambria county, 
Pa. one of the sureties of the late Capt. Webster, 
postmaster at Somerset, Pa. to refund money un- 
justly collected.] 

By Messrs. JENIFER, FRANCIS THOMAS 
WORTHINGTON, PHILIP F. THOMAS, WM ‘ 
C. JOHNSON, CARROLL, and HILLEN, of 
Maryland. ; 

Mr. JENIFER, by consent, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolation; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of nice be appointed 
to inquire in'o, and report what measures had beea 
adopted by the Government of the United States 
under the resolution of the 28th February, 1837, in 
relation the bigh duties and restric‘ions on tobacco 
imported into foreign countries from the United 
States; and with such other information in relation 
to the tobacco irade as said committee may deem 
pr Te ° 

etitions were then presented b STS. 
BANKS, HOPKINS, CRAIG, J. W. JON ES 
GOGGIN, $J. T. HILL, STEENROD, HOLLE- 
MAN, JOHNSON, M’CARTY, LUCAS, SA- 
MUELS, TALIAFERRO, COLES, BOTTS 
J. GARLAND, and J.j JOHNSON, of Virginia. 

{Mr. Craia presented the following petitions: 
Of Richard Rains for a pension for Revolutionary 
services, Of Margaret and Mary Daring for the 


Of Edward Lily,- 


same. Of the citizens of Rockbridge and Bath 


county for the establishment of a post route. Of © 


the president and vi-iters of the Virginia institation 
for the education of the deaf and dumb and of the 
blind. Of the heirs of Dr. Thomas Carter praying 
to be allowed interest} on a half pay claim bere- 
tofore paid under an act of Congress. Of James 
Browidlee, of -Botetourt county, Va. for ariearages 
of pay due his father for sevices In the Revo- 
lution. Of Thomas G. Smith praying thata war- 
rant may be granted him to locate 2,6663 acres of 
land, for reasons therein set forth.] 

[Mr. Gcacin presented the petition of Samuel 
Quarles, of Bedfurd county, Va. for an allowance 
for carrying the mail from Pittsyl7ania C. H. Va. 
to Patriek C. H. Va. referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. Petition of the 
same for carrying the mail from Boydton, Va. to 
Blacks and Whites, Va. referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. Petition of 
Clayton and Mitchell, of the county of Frankiio, 
Va. asking to be paid arrears of pension of Wm. 
Kemplin, deceased, a Revolutionary soldier: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
Petition of John Murcheson, of Campbell county, 
Va. praying compensation for Revolutionary ser- 


vices: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary ' 


Pensions. } = 

[On motion of Mr. Garvanp of Virginia, _ 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instruc’ed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Pedlar 
Mills, in the county of Amherst, to Fairfield, in the 
county of Rockbridge, in the State of Virginia J 

[Mr. J. Jonnson presented a petition praying for 
the establishment of the following post routes in 
the State of Virginia: From Beverly, in the county 
of Randolph, to Evansville, in the county of Pres- 
ton; from Huttonsville, in the county of Randolph, 
to Cocklytown, in the county of Pocahontas; from 
Jacksonville, in the county of Wood, to Arnolds- 
burg, in the county of Lewis. Of John Thomp- 
son, Neil Shannon, Peter Ambler, and: Joseph 
Cubberly, asking to be placed on the list of invalid 
pensions. Of Adam Fiesher, an old soldier, 
praying to be released from a judgment obtained 


against him in the United States court for the — 


western district of Virginia.] 


Mr. Bangs, on Thursday last, presented the re- - 


solutions of the Legislature of Virginia below, and 
moved the following order on the same: 
Ordered, That the said resolutions be referred to 


the Committee on the Public Lands, wih instrac- , 


lions to inquire into the expediency of making an 
additional appropriation of land to satisfy the ount- 


standing military bounty land warrants issued, . 


under the authority of the Commonwealth of Vir- 


ginia, to the officers and soldiers of the Revolution, 


or their legal representatives. = 

Resolved by the General Assembly, That our Sena- 
tors in Congress be instructed, and our Representa- 
tives be requested, to use their best exertions to 
procure from Congress an additional appropriation 
of land to satisfy the outstanding mi'itary bounty 
land warrants issued, ander the authority of this 
Commonwealth, to the officers and soldiers of the 
Revolution, or their legal representatives. 

Resolved, That the Governor of the Common- 
wealib be requested to transmit a copy of the above 
resolution to each of our Senators and Representa- 
lives in the Congress of the United States. 


By Messrs. STANLY and GRAHAM, of Nerh _ 


Carolina. 


By. Messrs. S. H. BUTLER, W: THOMP. . 


SON, ard HOLMES, of South Carolina. 


By Mess. MARK A. COOPER, HABER. 


SHAM, WARREN, and DAWSON, of Georgia. 

[Mr. Dawson presented two petitions, one of 
which had been presented to the lest Congress 
from James S. Calhoun of the city of i, 
Georgia, asking remuneration for losses and da- 


mages sustained by the acts of the military offi- ° 


cers and authorized agents of the General Govern- 
ment, by impressing bis property for the public 
use, and violating, for the public interest, certain 
contracts solemnly entered into between the said 
James S. Calhoun and the Government: referred 
to the Committee of Claims, with the accompany- 
ing documents, One from Gen. Dancan L. Clinch 


S 


Columbus, - 


of St. Mary's, Georgia, asking pay for supplies 
furnished, taken, and used by the officers and sol- 
diers cf the General Government belonging to Gen. 
Clinch during the Florida campaign: referred, 
with the accompanying evidence, to the Committee 
of Claims. One from John M. Kennie of the city 
of Auguste, Gecrgia, praying compensation fur 
securing a certain debt due the United States: re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. One from 
certain citizens of the county of Gilmer and other 
counties in Georgia, asking the establishment of a 
line of stazes between Ashville, in Normh Carolina, 
and Cassvil'e, in Georgia: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Pest Off'ce and Post Roads. One from 
certain cit'zers in Washington county, asking Con- 
gress to establish a post office at Buffalo, in said 
county, and a mail roate from that place to Mil- 
ledgevitle, Georgie: referred to the Committee on 
the Pes: Office and Post Roads. A leter from 
James Edmondson, postmaster at Cuhutiah 
Sp ings, in Murray county, Georgia. in relation to 
a mail route bitween Spring Place, in said county, 
and Cleveland, in Esst Tennessee: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. A 
letter from P. Le Chartier, chairman ef the Board 
of the Commission: rs of Pilotage, asking that the 


city of Darien, in the State of Georgia, be male a | 


pert of entry, &c. referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. A reso'uticn of the Genera! Assembly 
of the Sate of Georgia, asking that a stage route 
be estab'ished fro:n Clarkesvilic, Haber-him coun- 
tv, Georgia, to Ashvilie, Buncombe county, North 
Carolina, by the way of Clayton and Franklin; 
also, that a weekly mail be carried upon horseback 
from Lafayette, in the county of Waiker, to Salem, 
in the coanty of Dade, in the State of Georgi: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. A petition from John Dennis, a superan- 
nuated officer of the custom-house, in the city of 
Savannah, asking additional pay for his services: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. One 
from Wm. Mosely and others, in Henry county, 
Georgia, asking the establishment of a post route, 
&e. referred te the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads.] 

By Messrs. GRAVES, ANDERSON, TRIP- 
LETT, UNDERWOOD, GREEN, ANDREWS, 
BOYD, BUTLER, and DAVIS, of Kentucky. 

By Messrs. CAVE JOHNSON, JAS. L. WIL- 
LIAMS, CARTER, BELL, C. H. WILLIAMS, 
CAMPBELL, TURNEY, and McCLELLAN, of 
Tennessee. 

[Mr. McCLeLLaN presented the petition of Mrs. 
Ankey Godsey, of Sollivan county, Tennessee, 
widow of Wm. Godsey, deceased, a Revolutionary 
soldier, praying to be allowed a pension; upon 
hig motion was referred to the Committe on Revo- 
Jationary Pensions. Of Mrs. Sally Pratt, widow of 
Thos. Pratt, deceased, a Revolutionary soldier of 
Hawkins county, Tennessee, praying to be allowed 
a pension: referred to the Committee on Revulu- 
tionary Pensions. Of James Wright, jr. of Sulli- 
van county, Tennessee, praying to be allowed an 
invalid pension: referred to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions. Of David Childress, a Revolutionary 
soldier of Sallivan county, Tennessee, praying for 
arretrages of pay and bounty land: referred to the 
Commitiee on Revolutionary Pensions.) 

IMr. Cave Jonvson presented th2 petitions of 
George Mayfield of Williamson county, Tennessee, 
asking to be placed on the roll of invalid pen- 
sioners, on accoant of wounds received in the ser- 
vice of the United States: re‘erred to the Commit- 
tee on Invafid Pensions. Of George Mayfield of 
Williamson county, Teanessee, asking the confir- 
maton of a title to atract of land allowet and con- 
ve, et to him by the Creek Indians at Fort Jacksoz: 
referred 10 the committee on Private Land Claims. 
Of Jobn Hoagie, a ssldier of the Revolution, who 
came to the United States with Lafayette, asking to 
be placed on the pension roll: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Of Gecrge 
W. Farmer, asking compensation for services ren- 
dered in opening the road fron Re;noldsburg, 
Tennessee, to the Chickasaw 014 Towns in 1916: 
referred to the Committee of Claims. Of Wm. 
D. Willey, asking compensation for a horse lost 
in the Fiorida war: referred to the Committee of 
Claims. Of the citizens resident on the Salt Lick 


rtp prio} man e a ee aa aeo 
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Reservation, in Tennessee, asking the right of 


pre-emption to be extended to those who sett'ed 
prior to 1838. Ten petitions, signed by various | 
officers of the infantry ant artillery, compla ning 
of the inequality produced by the act of the 5:h of 
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neral Assembly of the State of Indiana, on the sub- 
ject of constructing a canal around the falls of the 
Onio tiver, on the Indiana side, sufficieat for the 
passage of the larzest class of steamboats: which 
was referred to the Committee on Reads and Canals.' 


Jaly, 1838, between the officers of the line and the | He also preven’ed the petition of Almon Baldwin, 
staff officers, and praying that this inequality be | and 350 o'hers, on the same subject: which was’ 


removed: referred to the Committee on Military | 
Affairs. Of the Rev. A. A. Muller, claiming com- 
mutation and bounty land, as the sole heir and 
representative of Majcr Muller, the -id-de-camp ef 
General Marion: which was referred to a select 
commit'ee of seven members. 

By Messrs. STARK WEATHER, RIDGWAY, 
MASON, BOND, WELLER, DOANE, TAY- 
LOR, HASTINGS, PARISH, DUNCAN, 
SWEENY, GIDDINGS, and GOODE, of Oh’o. 

By Messrs. CHINN, R. GARLAND, and 
WHITE, of Louisiana. 

By Mers. DAVIS, RARIDEN, WICK, T. 
SMITH, CARR, HOWARD, and PROFFIT, of 
Indiana. ; 

{Mr. Davis of Indiana prezénted the petition of 
the Bishop cf Vincennes, asking a repeal of duty 
on a church tell. Of sundry citizens of Indiana, 
asking a pension for Ambrose Manes, accompa- 
nied by testimony. Fora mail route from Wash- 
ingion to Petersdurg, Indiina. Also, the memorial | 
ot the National Read Convention, held at Terre | 
Haute, Indiana, in July, 1839 ] 

Mr. DAVIS moved thet it be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CASEY moved to amend the motion to re- 


fer, by adding the following: “And that said com- 


mittee be instructed to report a bill, making an ap- | 
propriation of one hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars for each of the States of Obio, Indizna, and 
Illinois, to be expended cn the national road in 
said States, in the year 1840, under the direction of 
the War Department; said appropriation to Fe b- '; 
ject to al! the restrictions and ccnditions of former || 
apprepriations on said road. 

This motion having been objected to as ont of 
order at that time, K 

Mr. CASEY maintained that it wasin order, ' 
and that it was perfectly competent at any time to 
move insiractions to a committee on any subject 
committed to its charge. 

This motion having elicited debate, under the 
rule, lies over one day. The petition, however, | 
was ordered to be pr-nicd. 

(Mr. Carr presented the petition of Wm. H. 
Swan, and 129 others, who represent that, in the _ 


surveying and laying off Congress onal rong a 


two, norh of range nine east, of the Jeffersonvill 
Indiana land district, into sections and quarter sec- ` 


referred to the same committee. ] j 
_ By Messrs. BROWN an1 THOMPSON, of Mis- 
sissppi. eo 
By Messrs. CASEY, REYNOLDS, and STEW- 
ART, of Illinois. 2 
[Mr. Reynos presented the following petitions ' 
and memorials, to wit: A petition for a mail route. 
ftom the city of Cairo, Unity, Jonesboro,’ 
Brownsville, Pinckneyville, Nashville, and Belle- 
ville, in Illinois, to S. Louis, Missouri. The’ 
claim of Lesieur to land in Missouri. The claim | 
of the heirs of Wm. Arundel, for horses taken 
by the Indians. Of Jacob Waggoner to correct a 
mistake in the entryof land. The inhabitants of 
St. Clair county, Ilinois, for a section of land for 
the township of Cahokia, for school purposes, 
The claim of the citizens of Cahokia, Iitinois, for 
land heretofore granted to the church of Cahokia. 
The claim of Messrs. Steel and Mitchell, for pro- 
perty lœt in the war of 1812. The claim of Mr. 
Wilcox, for damages done by the United States 
army in 1832. Thactaim of Mr. Underhill, for a 
p.e-emp'ion in the Siate of Missouri. The claim _ 
of Vanruff, for damages done dy the United States ' 
army in 1812, Toe claim of Mr. Puthain to land. 
The petition of John Jordon to locate land 
warrant for military services in 1812. ‘Also, 
the claims of the heirs of Larkin Rutherford, 
Snadrack Bond, James Head, George Lundford, 
Joseph Curry, Joseph Godare, Mr. Geadro, Mr. — 
Dan:e, Capt. Francis Charlevil'e, Mr. Levea, Mr. © 
Cosart, Mr. Cherey, and John Doyle, deceased, ' 
to the Commitee on Revolutionary Claims, for’ 
services done inthe Revolution. The ancestors of ` 
there claimants were in the military service in the ` 
“Mlinois regiment,” under the command of Col. ' 


| George Rogers Clark, and perforloed said service ' 


in the year 1779, in capturing the British posts of 
Kaskaskia, Cahokia, and St. Vincennes, .in ‘the 
Illinois country. Capt. Charleville raised a com- , 
pany of volunteers in Kaskaskia, and marched | 
with them, with Col. Clark, to capture the post at ` 
St. Vincennes, in February, 1779. This regiment _ 
was in the Virginia line, and the above mem- | 
bers have not received any remuneration for, 
their services ] at 

By Messrs. DILLETT, LEWIS, CHAPMAN 
acd CRABB of Alabama, A 
[Mr. Cuapman presented the following petitions: ` 


tions, two parallel lines east and west seem to į! The petiticn of citizens in favor of a pre-emption | 


have been run, and all the entries have been made f 
by the south line, the numbers being on that line, 
but by the field notes the corners are some on the 
north and some on the south parallel tines; accom 
panying which petition is the plut or map of said | 
township, made by the county surveyor cf Jeffersch | 
county—petitioncrs ask Congress, if :t te proper, to ` 
declare and provide that the south of the two pa- 
rallel lines be deemed and taken as the true and 
correct divis‘on line ` A remonstrante, signed by ` 


to John H. Heckman, Mar. hall county, Alabama. | 


| Of John P. Naylor and others, in favor of a quarter, 


. section of land for a seatof justice for DeKalb co. | 


'| Alabama. 


| 


Papers relating to the unsettled claims ` 
of McNairy Harris, Jackson county, as quarter- — 
master in Florida. Papers relating to the claim of., 
Capt. Tiomas Snodzrass’s company, ‘Jackson co. - 
for services in Cherokee emigration. Memorial ot‘ 


| certain fic!d officers, Jackson county, Alabamia, < 


A. H. Harris, and 14 otters, objecting to all intet- |, 
ference on the partof Congrss in regard to the | 


survey lines and field notes of Congressional township | 
two north, of range nine east; eccompanying said | 


remonstraneé is a certificate of the county sarveyor `: 


of Clark county, coinciding with the views set || 


forth in the remonstrance: all of which, the ped- | 
tion, remonstrance, and accompanying papers, 
vere referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The petition of Dasis Skockly, praying for a pef- ` 
sion: whch was, upon his moiicn, referred to the | 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Of James 


Smallwood, of Indiana, praying to be placed on -i 


vt 


the invalid pension rol!: which, on his motion, 
referred to the Committee on Iuvalid Pensicfs. | 
The papers of Zalmon Burrcit, asking a persipa: | 


which, on his motion, was ieferred tothe Cqm- - 


mittee on Revolutionary Peasions. On motio 
Mr. C.: the petition of Indian Robin, or R 
Loyd, prayicg a pension, was referred to the Cém- 
mittee on Revolutionary pensions. Mr. ©. alsa pre: ; 
sented the memorial and joint yesolution of the Ge- | 
: G 


' ahorse lest in same service. of. 
Beaton county, praying a pension on account of _ 


Ain jj 


who commanded volunteers in Florida, asking an ` 
exp!anatory law as respects the allowance for use. 
aig risk of horses. Claim of R J. Stockton, Jack-", 
son county, for horse lcst in Florida. Petition of, 
citizens of Marshall and DeKalb counties, for a’; 
mail ronte from Huntsville to Lebanon. Of citi- . 
zens of DeK:1b, Cheroke#, and Jackson cos. for a ~ 
grantof land to Samu:] Findley of DeKalb.coune ` 


© ty. Ofcitzens cf Benton county, asking that the | 
| Cherokee country may be annexed to the Copsa I 


t 


| Jand district, and that the Coosa land office may be | 


removed to Ladiga. Of Spartan Allen, Benton | 
county, for payment of a horse lo:t in the Chero- 
kee emigrating service. Of Rufus Kiag Love, for 

Of John Parnell of! 


diseases incurred in the United States service., Of 
G. C. Woodward, for mail route from B-ounts- , 
ville to Aurora. Memorial cf the General Assem- . 
bly of Alab:ma, asking the establishment of a new 

land district in the country acquired from the Che- 


rokeés, and to reduce the price of the public salen aes 
Petiticn of Jcha A. Baird, that claims ‘for’ lost. 


; 
\ 


4 


ro 


horses in the United States service, purchased by 
him,be paid. Of citizens of St. Clair county, Ala- 


-— Bama, for a mail route from Elyton to Ashville, 


Alabama. Of John H. Robinson and others, for 
pre-empuoa. Of Nathaniel Coates, late quarter- 
master of Alabama volunteers in Florida, 
for ‘payment cf certain items in his sc. 
count, not settled by accounting officers. Mr. 

+ also presented the following memorials and 
petitions that have been heretofore presented: Me- 
morial of the General Assembly of Alabamn for a 
a cession of the Muscle Shoals Canal to that State, 
and the reports of the Muscle Shoals Canal. Peti- 
tion of certain citizens of Benton county, Ala. 
asking a right of pre-emption in lieu of those of 
which they were deprived under the act of 1834, by 
the improper location of Creek Indian reservations. 
Memorial of the Selma and Tennessee Railroad 


Company, asking the right of way and a grant of 


land to aid in the work. Petition of citizens of the 
Cherokee country, praying an extension of the pre- 
emption act of 1838; and a memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Alabama on the same subject. Memo- 
rial of many citizensof Benton and Cherokee coun- 
ties, Ala. praying that the Cherokee territory may 
be annexed to the Coosa land district, and the land 
office removed to Jacksonville. Petition of citizens of 
Benton county asking the same. Petition of citizens 
the of Cherokee country praying the es‘ablishment 
of a new land district in that territory, and the lo- 
cation of the land office in Cherokee county. Me- 
morial of the Legislature of Alabama asking a new 
Jand office to be established in the Cherokee country. 
Petition of citizens of Jackson county, and many 
citizens of the Cherokee country, asking the esta- 
blishment of a new land district, and the location 
of the office at Bellefonte, in Jackson county, Ala. 
Petition of Isaac Morson, asking a pre-emplion 
right to a quarter section of land in lieu of that of 
which he was deprived under the act of 1830. Pe- 
tinton ef Elisha Morland and others, now cn the 
files of this House, praying a grant of pre-emptions 
in lieu of those of which they were improperly de- 
. prived under the act of 1830 } 
~By Messrs. MILLER and JAMESON, of Mis- 
souri. 
(Mr. Jameson presenied the following preamble 
resolutions in relation to slavery: not re- 
ceived under the role of the House. A memorial 
of the Legislature of Missouri requesting a grant 
of land for a railroad from Jeferson city by Mas- 
sies’s iron works and the iron mountains to the 
Missippi river: referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. A memorial of the same, 
asking an appropriation for the imp:ovement of 
the Demoines river near its mouth: referred to the 
same committee. A memorial of the same in rela- 
tion to common schools, asking that all the lands 
within the State that have been in market twenty 
years and not sold, de ceded to the State for that 
purpose: referred to the Committee on the Pablic 
ds. A memorial of the same on the subject of 
the Santafe trade: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. A series of resolutions of the same on 
the sobject of the extension of; the Cumberiacd 
road to the seat of Government of Missouri: re- 
ferred to the Commit'ee on Roads and Cana's. A te- 
ries of resolutions of the same in relation to the public 
lands: referred to the Comm'ttee on the Public Lands. 
A memorial of the same in relation to a deaf and 
dumb asylum: referred to the Committee èn Pub- 
lie Expenditores. A petition of sundry citizens of 
Musoari, in relation to the Oregon Territory: re- 
ferred to the Committee of Foreign Affairs. A pe- 
tition of John Gibson, asking a donation of certain 
lands: referred to the Commitiee on the Publie 
Lands. A petition of Joseph Aud, asking permis- 
sion to change an entry erroneously made: referred 
to the Committee on the Pablic Lands. A petition 
of James Dickerson and others, praying that a 
mail route be established from Bolivar, in Polk 
county, by William Snadens, in Barry county, to 
Sarcoxie, in Newton county, and that a post office 
be established at said Snaden’s: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
The claim of Jacob Ford to a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. A 
memorial for the establishment of a harbor at Ra- 
çine, Wistonsin Territory: referred to the Commit- 
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tee on Commerce. A petition fora mail route from 
Jefferson city to Springfield, Missouri: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. A 
petition of a respectable portion of the bar of Mis- 
souri, praying that the di-trictjadge of that State shall 
have the same jurisdiction over causesat the Oc'o- 


| bert-rm (with the exception of appeals, &c.) as 


the circuit court has, and also that the salary of the 
district judge be increased: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. A petition for a mail route 


; from Florida, by Mexico and Fulton, to Jefferson 


city: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
an Post Roads. A petition of Presley Scott, show- 
ing aclaim against the Government for piles fur- 
nished for the harbor at St. Louis, uncer a contract 
made with R. E. Lee, the eng neer: referred to the 
Committee of Claims. And the claim of Shrop- 
shire and Ros:, against the Government, for provi- 
sions furnished during the Black Hiwk war, with 
the accompanying evidence to support the same: 
referred to the Committee of Claims.] 

(Mr. Mitter presented the following joint me- 
morials and resolotions of the Legislature of Mis- 
souri, viz: A memorial on the subject of pre-emp- 
tions, askivg that right to be extended to all persons 
who shall settle on the public lands, and cultivate 
the same for two years after such settlement. A 
memorial on the subject of patents, asking that an 
endorsement be made, by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, on all patents hereaf er is- 
sued, of the plot of the section in which such lands 
may lie. A memorial on the subject of 16ih sec- 
lions, asking authority to select other lands, in 
lieu thereof, where they are unfit for cultivation, 
or where they have been diminished or lost by the 
filling in of the lands sitaate on the banks of 
rivers. A memorial requesting that certain unsold 
lands in the State of Missouri may be brought in- 
to market. Also, the following petitions, viz. Of 
John B.- Fisher, and others, asking the establish- 
ment of a post road from Jefferson city, Missouri, 
by the way of California, Round Hill Post Office, 
to Georgetown, in said State: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Of 
Daniel Droper of Missouri, asking the passage of 
a special act, granting to him the right of pre-emp- 
tion to a certain tract of land therein mentioned 
and described: referred to the Committee on the 
Pablic Lands. Of James Maguire of Missouri, 
asking additional compensation for services per- 
formed by him asa clerk, in the Quartermaster 
General’s Office, at Washington City: referred to 
the Committee of Claims. Of Uriel’ Sebuce, re- 
ceiver of public moneys at Fayette, asking the pas- 
sage of an act authorizing the proper accounting 
officer of the Treasury Department to place to his 
credit the sum of $200, for reasons set forth in said 
petition: referred to the Committee of Claims. Of 
J. A. Hadwin, John Ward, and W. D. Parsons, of 
Rocheport, Missouri, asking the passage of alaw 
authorizing them to import, duty free, the iron ne- 
cessary to enab’e them to construct two iron steam- 
boats, to be run or used onthe Missouri river: re- 
ferred to the Committeeon Commerce. The peti- 


, tion and papers of Chauncey Durkee of Missouri, 


esking the passage of a law granting him the right 
of pre-emption toa certain tract of Jand therein 
described: referred to the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands. Of William Harden of Missouri, ask- 
ing that the sum of $706 be refunded tc him by the 
Government of United States, of which sum he was 
robbed by the Sac and Fox Indians, in the year 
1813: referred to the Commiitee of Claims. Of 
Wa. and C. Ewing, asking compensation for two 
horses lost by them while in the service of the 
United States, inthe year 1813: referred to the 
Committee of Claims. Of William Steel of Mis- 
souri, atking a ponsion for his seivices as a soldier 
daring the Revolutionary war: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions.) 

By Mr. CROSS of Arkansas. 

By Mr. CRARY of Michigan. 

By Mr. DOWNING of Florida. 

[Mr. Downino presented the memorial of a con- 
vention of the c'tizens of Florida, demanding ad- 
mission into the Union as one of the sovereign 
States thereot, together with a Constitution adopted 
by said ‘convention, submitted to the people and 
approved by them. He then presented the follow- 


“ing memorials, petitions, &c.: From the citizens of 


East Florida for a land office at Newnansville. 
From a committee of St. Joseph asking an ap- 
propriation for a court-house. From the citizens 
of East Florida for a division of that Terri- 
tory. Of the citizens of Duval county for a di- 
vision of Florida. Of sundry citizens of East 
Florida for a division of that Territory. Pre- 
sentment of the grand jury of Franklin county. 
Presentment of the grand jury of Duval and Nas- 
sau counties. Of F. Pellicer, and others, pray- 
ing relief from an award of the Secretary gof 
the Treasury, under the law of 1834, for the losees 
sustained by the operations ef the United States 
troops in Florida. Of John P. Baldwin, of 
Key West, praying compensation for property lost 
by order of commanding officer, to prevent said 
property, being mostly lead, from falling into the 
hands of the Indians. Of Capt. J.Y. Smith, praying 
compensation for, loss of steamboat Hyperion. 
Claim of Dr. Weeden, for property taken by mili- 
tia in the service of the United States. Of Dr. 
Weeden, for medicine furnished by Hewilitt, as 
assistant surgeon, and for medical services of the 
United States? Of Mr. McDonald, for a horse. 
Of J. E'zuardi, asking remuneration for a slave 
taken by the United States as Indian interpreter, 
and sent to Arkansas. Of Dr. Turner, for a horse. 
Of Wm. McNaught, for corn sold to the United 
States trcops. Of William G. Saunders, for 
preperty destroyed by the United Slates 
army. Petition of J. Croskey, and others. 
Claim of the heirs of Manuel Domingues to a 
tract of land. Memoria! from the citizens of Es- 
cambia county for an appropriation to build a 
court-house and jail. From the citizens of Jeffer 

son county for money to repair a road from Monti- 
cello to the navigable parts of the river St. Marks. 
Petition of sundry inhabitants of East Florida for 
a road from Jacksonville to Fort White, on the 
Santafee. From the citizensof Nassau and Du- 
val counties for money to repair a rvad from Jack- 
sonville to Camp Pinckney, on St. Mary’s river. 
From the citizens of Florida for money to cut a 
canal from Six Mile creek to the St. Sebastian. 
Of the Lake Wimico and St. Joseph Canal and 
Railroad Company. Of the citizens ot Nassau 
county, praying an appropriation føra road. Of 
the citizens of East Florida for a road from Pablo 
to Jacksonville. Of the Alachua Grantees, pray- 
ing an appropriation for a road. Of the citis . 
zens of St. Joseph, lola, and Chattahoochie. 

prayiog an appropriation of $5,000 to repair a road 

from Marianna to Iola, and an appropriation of - 
$5,000 to repair a road from Iola to Chatahoochie, 
From citizens of Columbia and Alachua counties, 

praying an appropriation for a road from the Low- 

er Suwanee springs to Newnansville. Claim of 

Capt. T. C. Ruldolph. Of Capt. Clarke, and ac- 

companying papers. OfCapt. Peters, and accom- 

panying papers. Potition of Capt J. Houseman. 

for pay for military services and expenditures. 

Claim of Dr. Clark and Dr, Forry, vs. United . 
States, for medical services. Of Dr. Worrell Ys. 
United States, for medical services, ] 

By Mr. DOTY of Wisconsin. 

{Mr. Dory presented the following petitions: 
Three petitions of citizens of Wisconsin, for an 
appropriation for the improvement of the harbor at 
the mouth of Root river, Racine. Three petitions . 
of citizens of Wisconsin, for an appropriation for 
a harbor at Milwaukie. Petition of citizens of 
Wisconsin, that Milwaukie be declared a port of 
entry. Four petitions of citizens of Wisconsin, for 
a confirmation of the titles of Francois Laventure, 
Ebenezer Childs, and Linus Thompson, to land at 
Milwaukie. Petition ef citizens of Racine county, 
Wisconsin, for an appropriation for opening the 
harbor at the south mouth of Pike creek, at South- 
port. Petition of citizens of Southport, for an ap- 
Propriation for the above purpose. Four petitions 
of citizens of Wisconsin, prayicg a separation of 
the cffices of Governor and Superintendent of In- - 
dian Affairs; that the citizens of the Territory have 
leave to elect the Governor, and that the Superin-..- 
tendent be stationed in the Indian country. Petis. 
tion of citizens of Racine county, for an a propri- 
ation for a road from Southport to Beloit. Of citie 
zens of Milwaukie county, praying for an appro- - 


riation for a railroad from Lake Michigan to the 
Mississippi, in Wisconsin. Of citizens of Oak 
creek, for the same object. Of citizens of Sinipee, 
for the same object. Of citizens of Mineral Point, 
for the same object. Of citizens of Mishawaka, 
Indiana, for the same object. Of citizens of Wi:- 
consin, for the same object. For a post route 
from Madison, by Sugar river, Diggings, Monroe, 
Vanvobrah’s settlement, to intersect the route from 
Chicago to Galena. For a post route from Spring- 
field, Milwaukie co. to Madison, the seat of Go- 
vernment of Wisconsin. Two petitions of masters, 
owners, and consignees of steamboats and vessels 
on Lake Michigan, and for an appropriation to 
improve the harbor of Racine. Of citizens of Wis- 
consin, for an appropriation for a road from Mil- 
waukie to Beloit. Of the Stockbridge nation of In- 
dians, in Wisconsin, for remuneration for the ex- 
penses of their removal fcom New York, and that 
the title to their lands be guarantied to them by the 
United States. For the sale of the mineral lands 
in Wisconsin, and for an act declaring void all en- 
tries heretofore made in consequence of false 
awearing, etc. Of Enos Soper, praying remunera- 
tion for services rendered the United States during 
the war of 1812. Ba 

[On motion of Mr. Dory, it was 

Resolved,, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish to this House a s‘atement of all 
sums paid for the support of the Government of 
Wisconsin, including all of the expenses of the 
Legislative Assembly, during the years 1837, 
1838, and 1839, exhibiting the items for which, 
and by, and to whom, payments have been made, 
and the authority therefor, and whether the loans 
which have been made on the faith of the Terri- 
tory, have been sanctioned and paid by him.] 

By Mr. CHAPMAN of Iowa. 

[Mr. Cuapman presented the memorial of the 
Assembly of Iowa, praying Congress to confirm 
an entry of land made by the county of Henry: 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
A memcrial from the Assembly of Iowa, praying 
Congress to amend the organic law: referred to the 
Committee on the Territories. A memorial upon 
the subject of post roads: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. A memo- 
rial praying school land for half breed tract: re- 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
A memorial fcr arms, &c. referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Afairs. A memorial in favor 
of settlers on sixteenth sections: referred to the 
Cominittee on the Public Lands. A joint resolu- 
tion relating to reports: referred to the Committee 
on the Territories. 
to miners: referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. A memorial for the survey of lands. A 
memorial for the improvement of Iowa and Cedar 
rivers: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Memorial for the survey of Skunk river: referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. A memorial for addi- 
tional appropriation for completion of penitentiary: 
referred to the Committee on the Territories. Memo- 
rial for completion of Dubuque and Missouri roads: 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
Memorial for survey and improvement of Du- 
buque harbor: referred to the Committee on Com- 
meree. Petition of inhabitants of Warren county, 
Illinois, for improvement of Desmoines Rapids: -as 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. Of inha- 
bitants of Fort Madison for donation of land for 
seminary ot learning: referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. Of James Anderson and 
others for the sale of 16th section: referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. Act of Iowa 
Asrembly: referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. Memorial for land for literary purposes: 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
Memorial in favor of Jeremiah Smith: referred to 
the Committee on the Territories. Preamble and 
joint resolution for improvement of Desmoines 
river: referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. Petition fot post route from Iowa city to 
Burtonspoit: referred to the Commivee on the Post 
Office and Post Rozds. Of John Morgan for a 

psion: referred tothe Committee on Pensions. 

Alfred Cait r end others, praying Congress to 
be permitted to purchase 16:h section: referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, Of A. Jobn- 


A memorial for pre-emption - 
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volutionary Pensions. 
jands for services to the country: referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. Of Jacob Wiley 
for pension: referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. Of the inhabitants of lowa for 
road from mouth of Iowa to Jowa city: referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. Of the in- 
habitants of Keosauqua for mail route from Bur- 
ling‘on to that place: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. Of the inhabitants 
of Iowa for a mail route from Peru, in Illinois, to 
Iowa city: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 
Mount Pleasant for land for seminary of learning: 


referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. | 
Of Martin Godard for mail route from Davenport | 
to the county seat of Linn: referred to the Com- | 
Of in- | 


mittee on the Post Office aud Post Roads. 
habitants of Scott county for mail route from Da- 
venport to Linn, the county seat: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.] 

By Mr. PARRIS ef Maine. 

By Mr. T. W. WILLIAMSfof Connecticut. 


[Mr. Tuos. W. Wittiams presented the petition | 
of the children and other heirs of Lieut. Daniel | 


Starr, asking for pay for their father’s services as a 
lieutenant on board of the United States ship 
Trumbull. Of Griswold Avery, asking for a pen- 
sion for Revolutionary services. Of Mrs. Esther 
Culver, late the widow of Moses Jones, for a pen- 
sion. Of the heirs of Lieut. Nathaniel Fanning, 
deceased, asking that a medal be given for his act 
of bravery on board the “Good Man Richard,” 
under Com. John Paul Jones, and for prize money 
arising from said services. Of Jas. Wiliams, for 
compensation for services and expenses in arrest- 
ing a deserter from the United States army in 
1834. Of Nathan Smith and others for allowance 
of bounty ona fishing voyage to the Straits of 
Belle Isle. Of Oliver J. Day and others, of Lyme, 
Connecticut, manufacturers of wool, asking Con- 


gress to revise the laws for the collection of duties, | 
in order to prevent frauds to the prejudice of the | 


manufacturer.) 


A motion was made to adjourn, at half-past 5 | 
o'clock; the yeas and nays were demanded; when, | 
the roll being called, there were—yeas 21, nays 27. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House. 
‘Wien, on motion of Mr. HOFFMAN, 

h: House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, February 7, 1840. 
Mr. NORVELL presented the credentials of the 


Hon. Avcustos 8. Porter, elected by the Legis- : 


lature of Michigan a Senator from that State for 
six years from the 4th of March last. 

The usual oath was then administered te Mr. 
PORTER, and he took his seat. 

The CHAIR submitted a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States transmitting the eleventh 
annual report of the Board of Inspectors of the Pe- 


nitentiary of the Distriet of Columbia; which was 


laid on the table. 


Mr. PRESTON presented the memorial of Sarah _ 
Ralston; which was referred to the Committee on , 


Claims. 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the petition of | 


Joseph Whipple, now on file, was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of M. M. | 


Quackenboss, B. Birdsall, and Charles L. Livings- 
ton, praying the passage of an act to; authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to compromise and 
compound the claims of the Government against 
them as sureties of Samuel Swariwout, late col- 
lector of the port of New York; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Jadiciary. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted documents in 
relation to the claims of Adam Hall for remune- 
ration for horses lost while in the public service; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of a 
number of the citizens of the State of Pennsyiva- 
nia, praying an inerease of duties on foreign silks; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 


son for pension: referred to the Committee on Re- 1 Ciaims, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
Of F. Dinon for grant of | tion of William Hawkins. 


Of the inhabitants of | 


ai E, 


171 


maaana te 


Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which the subject was referred, Te- . 
ported a bill concarning a seminary of learning in 
the Territory of Iowa; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for the relief of Joha H. Shep- 
pard, administrator of Abiel Weod; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. in pursuance of notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
John E. Bispham; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. TAPPAN, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to bring in the following bill, 
which was ordered to be printed: 

A BILL 
To regulate the issuing and circulating of bank 
_ paper in the district ot Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That from and after the passage of this 
act, if any person or persons shall establish or qon- 
tinue any bank in the District of Columbia, such 
person or persons shall first deposite in the office of 
the Recorder of Deeds for the county in which 
such bank may be established, a schedule, in writ- 
ing, containing the names and places of residence 
of each and every stockholder in such bank, with 
the number and value of the shares by him or her 
held, and shall cause the same to be recorded with 
the record of deeds in the office, and shall also pub- 
lish said schedule in two of the newspapers having the 
most general circulation in the District, three calon- 
dar months; and every sale or transfer of stock in 
such bank, within ten days after such transfer shall 
have been made, shall be placed upon record and 
published in like manner, by such person cr per- 
sons s0 establishing or con\inuiog such bank. 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be - 
unlawful for any individual banker or banking 
company, or for any other person or company, to 
issue any bank notes of a Jess denomination than 
twenty dollars, cr by apy art, shift, or device, to- 
issue and put in circulation any paper, certificate, 
check, order, or note whatsoever, to circulate as 
currency, of a less denomination thau twenty dol- 
lars; and any person or persons offending herein, 
shall forfeit and pay not less than five hundred dol- 
lars, nor more than one thousand dollars, for each. 
and every note, order, check, or certificate, so 
issued and put in circulation as aforesaid; one half - 
of the same to be for the use of the person prose- 
cuting therefor, and the residue for the use of the © 
county where the banking house of such individual 
banker or banking company shall be located, to be - 
recovered by action of debt in any court having - 
jurisdiction thereof. ! 

Sac. 3. And be it further enacted, That if at any 
time, in usual banking heurs, the paper of such 
individual or company shall be presented to such 
individual or company, or any officer by him or 
them employed, at their banking house or office, - 
and payment demanded of the same, and payment - 
thereof in gold or silver shall be refased, or untea- - 
sonably delayed, the bolder of such note may make ; 
affidavit of such demand and refusal or delay, be- 
fore any justice of the peace of the proper county, 
whereupon, the said justice shall issue his sum- : 
mons against such ind vidual, or any officer or - 
partner in such company, to be and appear before 
him, or some other justice of the peace, at a time: 
to be stated in said summons, which time shall be 
w.thin twenty-four hours from and after the same 
shall have been issued, then and there to show 
cause why judgment should not be entered egainst 
such individual, offcer, or partner, for the amonat 
of said note; and unless the party defendant in said 
writ shall appear, and plead that the note upoa - 
which suit is brought is not the note of such indi- 
vidual or company, or that Jegal and proper đe- 
mand of paymeat has not been made, and verify 
such plea by the oath of the said defendant, or his 
agent or-atiorney, it shall be the duty of the justice 
io enter up a judgment against such defendant for- 
the amount of such note, with costs of suit, aad to 
issue his exeeution, as in other cases therefor. 


person shall, after the taking effect of this act, 
pass, or offer to`pass, any bank note ofa less deno. 
mination than twenty dollars, otherwise than in 
payment to a bank or banking company, such per- 
son shall forféit and pay double the amonat of 
such note, for the use of the person Sueing for the 


same, to be recovered by action of debt before any | 


magistrate having jurisdiction thereof. 

`The resoiution submitted 
Mr. Preston, in retátion to the Cumberland road, 
wastaken up, and afier a long debate, in which it 
was supported by Me:sis. PRESTON, WEB- 


STER, SMITA of Indiana, and MERRICK, and 


opposed by Messrs. BENTON, ALLEN, TAP- 
PAN, KING, HUBBARD, and CLAY of Alaba- 
ma, and after being modified, on the question of 
its adoption, the -vote was—ayes 4, noes 39. 
So it was not adopted. Adjourned until Monday. 


HOUSE. OF REPREESNTATIVES, 

aes Fripay, January 7, 1840. 

"MrJ. W. JONES, chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, asked that the House wou!d 
resolve itself Committee of the Whole to consider 
the bill making appropriations for Revolutionary 
and other pensioners. The pensions are payable 
half-yearly, on 4th of March and September, and 


‘Sec. 34. Hnd bë it further enacted, That if any 


some days since by’ 
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ble practice of the House fer such questions to be 
put and answered; and in fact the public business 


. could not be transacted without it. 


The SPEAKER said such had been the usual 


` practice of the House, and was no doubt a conve- 


niént one; strictly speaking, however, debate was 
not in order. 


Mr. PETRIKIN said his only objection arose’ 


from the fact of debates being permitted in one 
case,and notin another. If one gentleman was 
peimitted i10 speak out of order, the same liberty 


might be claimed by all,’and thus entirely obstruct | 


the regular business of the House. 

` Mr. JONES, in answer to the question ef the 
gentleman from Georgia, said he believed that it 
was the usual practice of the Department to for- 


: ward these funds in advance, but how far, as to 


time, he was not advised. From jooking, how- 
ever, atthe amount of unexpended balances, as 


, Shown by the report of the Secretary of the Trea- 


sury, he inferred that it was not possible that funds 
to provide for all the accruing pensions could te at 
the points where they are to be paid; for, if every 


dollar of these unexpended balances were there, | 


there would still not be more than half what was 


' necessary. There were unexpended balances at 


unless the House would take some immediate ac- [ 


tion en this bill, it would be impossible for the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury to place the funds in the 
hands of disbursing agents at the various sections 
of the country: where payment is mad: to the pen- 
sioners. The House would see the troubles and 
difficulties in which these old pensioners would be 
placed if the necessary funds were not in the hands 
of the agents to pay them, alter they had made long 
journeys, wi'h the expectation of receiving payment 
atthe time specified by law. He hoped there 
would be no objection: 

Mr. PICKENS suggested to the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means the propriety 
of receiving réports till the hour of one o'clock; 
and, at that time, gò into {committee on this bill. 


There were very many important reports to de. 


made from commiitees, which he hoped would be 
Teceived. © 

‘Mr. EVANS objected to any departure from 
the pules. Such departares,- experience. ttaught 
him, had always embarrassed rather than facili- 
tated the business of the House. He would, for 
that reason vote-against all motions to suspend the 
rules.’ He hoped they woüld te adhered to, and 
that the ‘States would be called for petitions. 

Mr. PICKENS ‘said ‘peti‘ions had been called 
from the States fur two days past; and if they go 
on to receive them again to-day, he feared discus- 
sion might arise which would prevent the commit- 
tees from having any opportunity to make re- 
ports. He hoped the House would agree tore- 
ceive reports; dnd that the chairman of: the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means would yield to this 
suggestion, to go into committee at 1 o'clock. 

‘Mr: JONES said ‘the bill required the speedy ac- 
tion of the House; but-he was willing to yield to 
the suggestion: of the gentleman from South Caro- 

‘lina, (Mr. Pickens.] Mr. J. was proceeding in his 
Temarks, when“ f oe 

‘Mr. R. GARLAND called him to order. 

‘Mr. JONES. modified his motion, so that the 
House at 1 o’clock proceed to the consideration of 
the bill in ‘committee. 

Mr. DAWSON ingnired of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means whether the funds to 
meet these pensioners were not appropriated one 


year in advance, and whether there was not a suffi- ` 
cient sum of the old appropriations in the hands of 


disbursing agents, to meet the 
to be made in March. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to his answering the 
question, or any debate, as it was entirely oat of 
order = * ai 

‘Mr. JONES. said he would answer the gentle- 
man’s question; when he was again called to order. 
He then moved a-suspension of the rules, and de- 
uranded the yeas and nays on that motion. 

‘Mr. BELL hoped the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr."Jonts] would be permitted to answer the în- 
ferrogatory put to him: by the gentleman from 


payments necessary 


some of the points, but to meet the payments at all 
of them in time, it was necessary that this appro- 


; priation should be : peedily passed. 


Tte yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
question of suspension, were—yeas 119, nays 40. 
Mr. JONES th:n moved that the House go into 


_ the Committee of the Whole at one o’cleck, for 
: the purpcse of taking up the bill making appro- 
, Priatiors for the payment of the Revolutionary 
: and other pensioners of the United S ates. ` 


Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana called for the 
reading of the statement made by the Commissioner 
of Pensicns,in order toishow the amount of the un- 
expended balances 

Mr. JONES said he stated to the House that 


, there was a large amount of unexpended balances 
under one head of appropriations, but that the | 
amount would not pay much more than one-half. 


of the pensions accrdiog: 
-Mr. GARLAND said, if the gentl:man’ would 


| look at the documents, he would find that the pen- 


sion agents were most generally banking institu- 
tions and favorites of the Government; and that 
they had in their hands about one mitlion four 


' hundred thousand dollars to app'y to the pay ment 
i of these pensions. 


Mr. TURNEY called for the 
but the call was not seconded. . 
Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana then read a report 


previous question, 


i of the Commissioner of Pensions, and said that from 


this report, it appeared that there was now one mil- 
lion four hundred thousard dollars in the hands of 
the agents, while one million only was wanted for 


| each quaster’s payment. Now the effort was made- 
| toset aside the regular business of the House, for 
the purpose of placing money in-the hands of these: 
i agents in advance. 
i agents. were banks and’ political favorites who had 

; the use of the public money for months before it : 


Jt was notofious that these 


| was wan'ei. 


_ a gentleman standing in the politieal ‘relation the- 
, gentleman from Louisiana did to the Administra- 


' Further, 


Mr. JONES of Virginia rose to correct the errors 
into which the gentleman from Louisiana had fal- 


len. The gentleman supposed that these pensions. 


were payable quarterly, which was not the fact. 
They were payable half yearly, one payment be- 


coming due in March, and the other in September. | 
the amount of cne million four hucdied `; 
‘ thousand dollars, now in the hands of the pension | 
. gen!, was not enough to pay the pensions becoming ` 


due in March, while _thtre was the payment 


. coming due in Sep'ember, that was necessary now 


to-be provided for. Mr. J. then went into an esti- 


, malte of the different heads under which pensions 
are to be 


paid, and the sums that will be required 


for them. But the gent'eman’s principal objection 


was, that this money would go into the hands of the - 


banks and political favorites of the Government. 
This was the first time he had ever heard that 
the banks were the peculiar favorites of this 
Government, and an assertion like this, coming from 


Georgia [Mr. Dawéson.] It had been the invaria- 


. the main question was put, 


tion, was a little extraordinary. He did not know 


how the gentleman made out that the individuals 
who acted as pension agents were the favorites of 
the Acministration, but if the- gentleman would 
look at the list of agencies, he would find that the 


banks were a large proportion of them, and there- 


fore it was the favorites of the gentleman and his 
party, and notof the Administration, that derived 
any benefits from these agencies. f 
Mr. SMITH of Maine wished to make one sin- 
gle statement in reply to the gentleman from Loui- 


| siana. The gentleman said that those who disbursed 


these pensions were either banks or the especial 
favorites of the Administration. Now he begged 
leave to inform him. that the pension agentin the 
State of Maine was a thoroughgoing Hartford Con- 
veution Federalist. f : 
Mr. PETRIKIN here called for the previots: 
question; and the call being seconded by the House,’ 
and carried without a 
division. , i : 
Mr. PICKENS, from the Committee cn Foreign 
Affairs, reported the following resolutions, which’ 
were agreed to: - : 
Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested, if in his opinion it be not incompati-- 
ble with the public interests so to do, to communi- 
cate to this House any information in his possession 
respecting the condition of the citizens of the United 
States doing business daring the past year in China, 
the state of the American trade in that country, and 
the interests of the people and commerce of the 
United States, as affected by the recent measures of 
the Chinese Government for the suppression of the 
contraband or forcible introduction of opium into 
China. Also, whether the British Government has 
given notice to that of the United States of a pur- 
pose to blockade the ports of China, or of other 
hostile intentions towards that Government, and. 


' any other information possessed by the - Executive - 


in relation to the above matters. 
Resolved, That the Secre,ary of the Treasury be 


directed to transmit to this House a statement of 


| sent Administration. 


| different individual, and not the 


the commerce and navigation between the United 
States and China, from 1821 të 1839: inclusive, ` 
exhibiting for each year the amount of specie, -the 
value and description of manufactured articles, the 
value and description of other merchandise, and 
the total aniount exported; the quantity and value 
of teas, the value of silk goods, the value of other - 
merchandise, and the total amount imported; the 
number of ships, the amount of tonnage, and the ` 
rumber of seamen employed. pora ee S 
‘On motion of Mr. CURTIS, Senate bill, entitled 
“An act to cancel the bonds given to secure duties `. 
upon vessels and their cargoes employed in the * 
whale fisheries, and to make registers lawfal papers ` 
for such vessels,” was referred to the Committee ' 
on Commerce. ae 
The hour of one o’clock having arrived, the: 
House then resolved itself into Committee of the ` 
Whole, (Mr. Lincoun in the chair,) and took up ’ 
for consideration the biil making appropriation for ` 
the payment of Revolutionary and other pensions ' 


‘for the year 1840. 


‘Mr. R. GARLAND then went on to reply to 
some remarks made by Mr. Smita of Maine, in 
which that gentleman had contradicted the asser. 
tion he made, that the pension agen’s were presi- - 
dents of banks, or friends and partisans of the pre~ 
In proof that h's assertions 
were correct, he referred to the names of many ` 
agents, among the rest, that of Mr. Van: Ness, ` 
president of the Bank of the Metropolis, anā of ` 
Dr. Brockenbrough, presideat7of the Bank of Vir- ` 
ginia, and Philemon Dickerson, one of the claim--* 
ants for a seat from ‘he State of New Jersey. 4 

Mr. RANDOLPH said the gentleman from Lot- 
isiana was mistaken. The pension agert was a 
gentleman claim- ` 
ing a seat from that Siate, : : 


Mr. GARLAND, after referring to the names of oe, 
ether agents, inquired of the chairman of the Com- © . : 


> 


mittce of Ways and Means whether it was pro- 
posed to place the whole amount in the bill into ’ 
the hands of the agents immediately. ; 

Mr. J. W. JONES said he had supposed that | 
the explanations he had already made would have 
satisfied all gentlemen. -He was not very conver- ° 


Sint as to: the usage of the Department in that re- 
‘spect, nor did he know to what amount the agents 
were entitled for. disbursing these funds. He had 
information to enable him to state positively at 
what time this money was transmitted to the 
agents; but he presumed when appropriations were 
made by Congress, it was sent to them in time to 
meet the obligations of the Government. 
It might be six months or less. The amouat 
of balances on hand, according to the gentleman’s 
own showing, was not sufficient by several hun- 
dred thousand dollars, even if the appropriations 
under the different heads should be aggregated, to 


pay the amount becoming due on the 4th of March. | 


i 
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~: HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, January 8, 1840. 
Several re itions, heretofore ja'd over under the 


i Tule, because of debate arising thereon, were dis- 


posed of. fs 
The CHAIR announced that the first thing in 


:, order was the memorial presented by the gentle- 
` man from Inciana [Mr. Davis] of the National 


These balances are from appropriations under the | 
several pension laws, to be specifically applied to | 


the different classes, and he did not see, by exist- 


ing laws, how the appropriations under one head | 


could be applied to other objects. © The estimates 
had been furnished and laid before the House, 
showing what was necessary to be done to meet 
the obligations of the Government. Mr. J. then 
went on to examine those estimates, and show that 


the balances om hand were net sufficient for that 


urpose. 
Mr. BANKS rose to trouble the committe with 
a very few remarks. He understood that when a 
bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole 


. House, the object was to render it open for such - 


amendments as might be necessary. He did not 
Suppose, however, that any amendments would be 
offered, but that the committee would at once rise, 
and report the bill to the House. But tefore this 
was done, he wished to reply to an allusion that 


[Mr. Gartanp,] to a distinguished citizen of his 


State, who is the president of one of its banks. ` 


_ The gentleman said that Dr. Brockenbrough was the 
egent for paying pensions in Virginia, and derived 
certain advantages from the agency. Now the fact 
was, Dr. B. as an individual, had no more to do 
with it than the gentleman himself. The money was 
deposited ia the bank of which he is president, and 
as presidert of the bank only has he any agency. 
When the agent for the purpose examined the 
claim of aRevolu'i nary pensioner, the agent, if 
the claim was passed, gave a check to the claimant 
or his constituted attorney for the amount due him, 
which check being presented, was paid at the 
counter of the bank, of which Dr. Brovkenbrough 
was the president.” 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
MARVIN, HOLLEMAN, REED, and PETRI- 
KIN,-when - 


Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana submitted the. | 


following amendment: - 

“Be tt further enacted, That no money appropri- 
ated by this act sball be placed in the hands of 
pension agents more than one month before the day 
tor the semi-annual payment of pensions.” 

Afier a farther debate, in which Messrs. CRAIG, 
BEATTY, and SERGEANT, took part, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, after some remarks, sub- 
mitted the folowing amendment to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Gartanp: to strike out and insert: 

. Each pensien agent shall be allowed as compen- 
sation for his services 
of money disbursed by him: Provided, That no 
pension agent shall receive as compensation more 
than 1,500 dollar; per annum. 

. Be it further enacted, That it shall be unlawful 
for any pension gent to use or apply to his own 
purposes, or to lend to any person or persons, or to 


suffer any person or persons to use, any part of the | 
public moneys piaced in his hands or subject to his 


control; and, if any pension agent shall violate the 
foregoing provisions of this section, he shall, upon 
conviction thereof before any court. of ccmpetent. 
jurisdiction, undergo and suffer imprisonment for a 
period of time not less than one nor more than five 


years, at the discretion of the jary convicting the 
offender. i 


„After a further debate, in which Messrs. LEET, - 


THOMPSON of South Carolina, JONES of Virgi- 
nia, BEATTY, RAMSEY, SERGEANT, BELL, 
CURTIS, and WHITE, took part, . 
.The committee, without having taken any ques 
tion, rose and reported progress; when, 
The House adjourned, 


Daas 


i ted. 


: very unfavor..ble position, 
` favor of any thing which would reach 


` rassments of the Treasury at this time. 


Road Convention, held at Terre Haute, Indiana, 
in July, 1839, the question being on his motion to 
refer the same to the Commit'ee on Ways and 
Means; and the amendment thereto by Mr. Casey, 
with the following instrections: 

“And that said committee be instructed to report 
a bill, making an appropriation of one hundred and 
fifty theusand dollars for each of the States of 


-. Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, to te expended on the 


national road in said States, in the year 1840, un-e 
der the direction of the War Department; said ap- 


propriation to be subject to all the restrictions and | 
conditions of former appropriations on said road.” | 


Mr. LINCOLN suggested that this being one of 


the days allotted for the reception of petitions, this | 


particular petition cou'd not come up. Fhe role 


provided that when petitions were jail over on | 
account of debate arising on tkem, they must be | 


taken up on some day that petitions were not in 
order, 


` The SPEAKER replied that the practice of the | 


House had not been to apply this rule during the 


i thirty days allowed for petitions in the beginning 
ii of the s*ssion; but only applied to such petitions as 
| were laid over on account of debate, afier the 
` thirty days had expired. 

had been made by the gentleman from Louisiana, |: 


Mr. RARIDEN said it was not his object to oc- 
cupy the: time of the House in any explanation in 
regard to the merits of these instructions, so often 
a matter of discussion. His object was to save the 
time of the House. In looking over the estimates 
before the Ways and Means Committee, he found 
that the Cumberland Road had been entirely omit- 
It has not been recogni-ed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury asone of ihe objects which should 
claim the attention of Congress. These instruc- 
tions, he thought, placed this matter in a 
theugh he was in 
the 
snbject. It was important to the people of 
the West to know the canse why it was omitted 
frem the estimates. Whether it was a temporary 
abandonment, or was only because of the embar- 
It would: 
be remembered by the House that no appropria- 
tion was made last year to carry on this road, and 
the consequence is, that the materials already pur- 
chased are being was‘ed and going: to decay; and 
even parts of the road, which were partially eom- 
pleted, are in a condition to incur a total was'e of 
the moneys expended, if something be not done to 
arrest the decay. . It was important to know 
whether it was to progrers; and it was for that rea- 
son that the friends of the measure took this course 


to bring the matter before the Committee of Ways | 


and Means, inasmuch as there was no recommen- 


' datery expressions to Congress by the Executive, 


i toshew the importance of taking seme action on 


per cent. on the amcunt |: 


the subject. He did not consider it proper, then, 
to go into the merits of the question, or discuss the 


subject, unless something more tangible shuald be- 


presented, 


Mr. PICKENS said, if he understood the reso- | 


lutiors now brought up, they proposed instructions 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. with re- 
gard to the Cumberland road. The object of the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Casey,] in moving 
these instructions, was, in a manner, to obtain the 
expression of an opinion on the part of this Houze 


' in favor of an appropriation for that road. Now 


he would submit to the House if it was fit and 
proper, at this early period of the session, to bring 
up a d scussion on this subject. A vote in favor 
of these resolutions would te equivalent to a passage 
of the Cumberland road bill; and was the House 


prepared to march up to this question at this early | 
period of the session? The gent'eman from Indi- 
ana, [Mr. Raripzn,] was tco skilful a pariiamenta- | 


rian not to know the effect of the passage of this 
resolution at this period of the session. He would 


submit to the House whether it would not be proper 


nc NTS a 


` to wait for the coming up: of this: Cumberland road 
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bill in the regular way, insiead‘of bringing itup in 
this manner for discussion in advance; and he 
would also submit whether it.was. not fit aad pro 
per to let the Committee of Ways and Means pur- 
sue the regular routine of the bigh and respons:ble 
dutits committed to them, without being embarrass. 
ed by instructions like these. That committee was 
the peculiar guardian of the public treasure: it was 
not constituted for this or that particular measure, 
but for the general interests of the whole country, 
If this resolution should be :adopted, gentlemen 
would get up resolutions to bring forward another 
favorite measure, and thas the committee, as well 
as the House, would be embarratsed by the com- 
sideration of measures in advance. . He; protested 
against embartassing. the committee with these 
collateral questions. Letus wait until we know 
what are the resources of the country, before we 
commit ourselves to an appropriation: for this or 
that particular measure. Was this Cumberland 
road of more importance than the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriations, or the appropriations for the 
army and navy? Why, then, shou!d this maiten 
be discussed in advance? It was unwise, impoli« 
tic, and unjust, thus to override the important busi- 
ness of the country.’ He looked upon the resula- 
tion as inexpedient and unnecessary, and: plunging 
the House into embarrassment and-difficulty, and 


` as nothing Jess than prematw ely voting on the pas~ 


sage of the Cumberland rozd bill. Mr. P. con- 
cluded by moving to lay the. résolutiva on the 
table. gh a, SB ! 
Mr. CASEY moved acall.of the House. ‘He 
wished to have a decisive, expression of the opie 
nions of the House on a question of this int! 
portance. us 
. Toe motion having. been agreed to, . . 
The roll was calied, when it appeared that 170: 
members answered to their names; and after calling 
the absentees, and excysing those who were absent’ 
in consequence of sickness, E 
Mr. BANKS moved that all farther proceedings: 
under the call be dispensed with; which motion was: 
agreed to. dh ae 
Mr. WICK rose for the purpose of asking Mr. 
Pickens to withdraw bis motion to lay the resotu- 
tion on the table, to enalle him to make an expla- 
nation personally interesting himself. : He ape 
pealed to the genileman, be said, to withdraw his. 
mction even on the hard terms of. his.{(Mr. W's) 
pledging himself to renew it on concludit g what he: 
wished. to say. ` ‘ Wee EE gate 
Mr. PICKENS then withdrew his motion, saying: 
that he only did so because the gentleman from In»: 
diaaa wished to make a personal explanation, and . 
on the condition that he woald renew its — i 
Mr. BIDDLE rose to a point of order, whether 
the. geneman from South Carolina (Mr. Pickens] : 
coud withdraw his motion, on condition that the: 
gentleman frem Indiana’ would receive it. He 
wished to put the question: -distinetly to’ the House, 
whether it would tolerate such compacts: ' 
.The SPEAKER was of opinion that the gentle-' 
man from South Carolina could withdraw his mo- ‘> 
tion, but the Crair could-have nothing:to do with 
the gentleman’s motives for so doing. i 
‘Mr. BIDDLE. Can he withdraw it on a pledge? : 
The SPEAKER replied that he conid not 'under-'- 
take to say whether there was a pledge or not.’ 
Tirat was a matter with which the Cnain had no- . 
thing to do. He could only consider the fact. 
whether the motion was withdrawn or not. 
Mr. BIDDLE appeated from the decision of the 
Crain. DE 
Mr. PICKENS then said that the gentleman : 
from Indiana would see the difficulty occasioned - 
by his request for him to withdraw his motion; awd ` 
he hoped the gentleman would, therefore, excuse: 
him for reuac ing his promise, and taying, as he 
now teluctantly did, that he could not withdraw - 


Mi 


r 


his moticn. ‘ oe se LS 

Tne CHAIR. was about putting the question om! 
Mr. Bippie’s appeal, when that.genileman, bav- > 
ing uaderstood from Mr. Wick that. the egplana- . 
tion he wished to. make was a. personal: matier, + 
withdrew the appeal. Po ed = i 

Mr. WICK then said, tbat the. reasons.why he i 
had asked for and obtained the yithdrawal.-of thẹ- 
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vernment? Again: thisestimate of the Topographical 
bureau is sent to this House, sanc:ioned by the 
Secretary at War, and accompanying a communi- 
cation from the Department over which he presides, 
and to which the Topographical bureau is an ap- 
pendange. Will my colleague say that the Secre- 
try at War is no part of the Executive branch of 
this Government? 

But, sir, if it were true that the Executive had 
given appropriations for the Cumberland road the 
go by, itismo reason why, on this occasion, and 
here, there should be an effort to make political 
capital outofthe fact. The original and peculiar 
duty of the Executive, under the Constitu‘ion, in re- 
ference to expenditures, is to place before Congress 
estimates for the class of expenditures prescribed 
by the Constitution. The Cumberland road has 
not been brought before the nation by the Constitu- 
tion. It is of legislative growth. While the Legis- 
lative branch of the Government (Congress) sus- 
tained it, the Executive also sustained it At the 
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motion, with go much difficnity—indeed, with more 
difficulty than he had ever seen on other ‘occa- 
sions—was that he might make an explanation, 
which gentlemen would soon understand, if they 
would give him their attention, was entirely per- 
sonal to himself. As he did not place this subject 
on the same grounds which his colleague [Mr. 
Raripen] had placed it, and was not inclined to 
suffer the opinions of that gentleman to go abroad 
as his opinions, and the opinions of other Western 
gentlemen who acted with him, a brief explanation 
on his part would be necessary. 
Mr. WHITE here rose to a point of order. He 
understood that the gentleman from South Caroli- 
na (Mr. Pickens] had not withdrawn his motion to 
Jay the resolutions on the table, and therefore the 
gentleman from Indiana was out of order to enter 
into a debate. 
The SPEAKER said he understood the gentle- 
man from South Carolina as having withdrawn his 
motion. 
Mr. PICKENS. I did withdraw it; but seeing 
the difficulty it occasioned, I afterwards said that I 
could not withdraw it; at the same time expressing 
my regret at being compelled to deny the request of 
the gentleman from Ind:ana. 
The SPEAKER understood the gentleman from 
South Carolina distinctly as having withdrawn his 
motion. Having done so, the gentleman could not 
renew it, and the gentleman from Indiana was en- 
titled to the floor. 
Mr. WICK rising and attempting to proceed 
with his remarks, 
Mr. GRAVES called him to order, and re- 
Rewed in wiitiig the point made by his colleague, 
(Mr. Were ] with the point raised by Mr. Bin- 
DLE. 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman from South 
Carolida withdrew his motion to lay the resolution 
on the table, and could not again renew it, while 
the gentleman from Indiana had the floor. As to 
any compact made by the gentleman from Indiana 
with the gentleman from South Carolina, the 
Cuar could not notice it. He had nothing to do 
with a gentieman’s reasons for withdrawing a mo- 
tion. 
Mr. GRAVES appealed from the decision of the 
Cnain, and addressed the House in favor of the 
appeal; but, in the course of his remarks, on hear- 
ing from Mr. Wick that he considered what he 
wished to say as having a personal bearing onhim- 
self, withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. WICK said: I am glad, Mr. Sreaxer, that 
at length I am no longer impeded by questions of 
order-—raised upon me, I trast, in no invidious feel- 
ing, though more than sufficiently embarrassing to 
one who nevø? before filled a place upon the floor 
of any legigfative body—and that I am permitted to 
avail mygélf of the courtesy of the honorable mem- 
ber frogh South Carolina, [Mr. Picxens.] Sir, I 
id that that which I wish to say is personal 
self. Jt is so, and perhaps equally so tosome 
y colleagues, or others. If it be personal to 
em, it is not a reason why it is not personal to me. 
t is important to me personally to define my posi- 
tion. My honorable co'league [Mr. Raripex] has 
intimated that the objeet of proposing those instruc- 
tions is to a:certain if indeed the Executive branch 
of the Government has determined to abandon the 
Cumberland road, and that the same can only be 
done by taking a vote of this House, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining whether the friends of the 
Administration wiil sastain appropriations upon 
the road or not. If I were to be siient, Sir, it 
might be inferred that the view of the subject taken 
by my colleague is also mine. I am not willing it 
should be so understood. I therefore have sought 
Permission to explain, lest it may be inferred that 
the design to connect this question with general 
pees, is common to all the members from In- 

iana. 


Sir, my colleague has said that the Execative 
branch of this Governament has not transmitied any 
estimate for ihe Cumberland road. I doubt not my 
colleague thinks so. But, sir, I find in the estimate 
caming here from the Topographical bureau, that 
a large sam for the Cumberland road is included. 
Will my colleague say that the Topographical ba- 
rean is no partof the Executive branch of this Go- 


for this road was vetoed, not by the Executive, but 
by Congress. If it were even true, then, that the 
Execative has purposely passed over this road in 
the estimates presented to this House, it is scarcely 
fair to hold the Administration exclusively respon- 
sible. The Executive could find a reason fer pass- 
ing the road by, in the refusal of Congress to make 
appropriations for it. He might have inferred, from 
the action of Congress, that public opinion would 
no longer sustain appropriations upon the Cumber- 
land road. But I infer very differently from my 
colleague upon this subject. I repeat thatI see 
nothing from which to infer that the Executive in- 
tended to deceat appropriations upon the Cumber- 
land read. 

I have said, sir, that I regret to see any effort 
made to give a political cast to this question. I am 
always sorry to see any question embarrassed by 
political considerations. It is fatal to all fair and 
useful legislation to bring general politics to bear 
Upon particular questions, Particular questions 


This question has merits. 
be brief; and it is as necessary to my personal ex- 
planation to state the grounds upon which the sub- 
ject, in my opinion, stands, as it is to disclaim sym- 
pathy with those who incline to give a political 
aspect to the action of the House upon the matter. 

Sir, for years the nation held in its coffers, and 
used, without in‘erest,immense sams of the two per 
cent. fund accruing to the Western Slates under a 
national compact. At length ils expenditure was 
commenced, according to the compact, and, itis 
said, that it is all expended. Suppose this to be 
true, is it inequitable for the Western States to ex- 
pecta small advance in reiurn, out of a fund which 
will soon indemnify the Treasury? 

Again, the people of the Western States have 
been taught, by more than thirty years’ legislation, 
to expect appropriations for, and the final comple- 
tion of, the Cumberland road. They have seen en- 
gineers passing along through Ohio, Indiana, Illi- 
nois, and at least a part of Missouri. Taney have 
seen large sums expended year after year, and, 
finally, they have seen, during the past year, an 
estimate of the probable cost of the road, taken by 
engineers appointed by the Government, and act- 
ing under its authority. Think you, sir, they will 
now see the work abandoned,and not hold responsi- 
ble those who contribute to the defeat of this their 
great measure. 


Sir,a monarch, a despot, would not first in- 
struct, by a course of ac‘ion kept up for thirty 
years, a portion of subjects, to expect a particular 
object to meet his favor, and then all at once aban- 
donit. And will the Representatives of a free peo- 
ple, who arefconscious of their rights, refuse that 
justice, that kindness, to such a people, which a 
despot dare not refuse to his serfs? The Legisla- 
tive and Execative branches of this Government, 
acting togeth.r, have produced the expectations 
which I have stated. Js it wise to disappoint 
them? Will not a jealous people, think you, 
mark those who defeat this measure? It is their 
all absorbing interest. Even general politics (I 
mean party politics) are absorbed by it. They will 
not deem that man, or that party, orthodox, who or 
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ought to depend upon their particular merits. | 
In stating them I will | 


last session of the last Congress, the apprepriation 


which may contribute to disappoint hopes raised 
by your predecessors, the great and the goed of past 
years, (they think they were wise, (00,) who haveco- 
venanted, by implied contracts, stronger than mere 
party considerations—ay, strong as national faith— 
to continue appropriations, reasonably appcrtioned 
to the condition of the state of the Treasury, upon 
the Cumberland road, or make rome equitable, 
friendly, and final disposition of the subject, far 
different from ceasing to appropriate, without rea- 
son given. 

In accordance with my pledge to the honorable 
member from South Carolina, [Mr. Picrens,] I 
renew ihe motion to lay the matter under conside- 
ration upon the table. But Ido soin the fond 
hope that the motion may not prevail. : 

Mr. BIDDLE appealed to Mr. Wicx to with- 
draw his motion. . : ; 

Mr. WICK replied that he would‘do so if au- 
thorized by the gentleman from Sauth Carolina. 
He was under a pledge to that gentleman to renew 
his motion; and, having done so, he was not au- 
thorized to withdraw it, unless with his sanction. 

The question was then taken on laving the reso- 
lutions on the table, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 86, nays 111, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, H. J. Anderson, fAtherton, Banks, 
Beirne, Bell, Black, Blackwell, Botts, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
Burke, 8. H. Butler, William O. Butler, Joha Campbell, 
William B. Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Chapman, Clifford, 
Coles, Colquitt, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Joha 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dillett, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Fine, 
Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Jas. Garland, Goggin, Gra- 
ham, Griffin, Hand, Hawes; Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of 
North Carolina, Holleman, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jack- 
son, J. Johnson, C. Johnson, John W. Jonea, Kemble, King, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McCielian, Montgomery, Nisbet, Par- 
menter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rhett, Rives, 
Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Shaw, Shepard, Strong, 
Sumter, Taliaferro, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Tur- 
ney, Warren, Watterson, Jared W. Williama, Henry Wil- 
liams, L. Williams, and Worthington—86. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Simeon H. Anderson, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Beatty, Biddle, 
Bond, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, 
Carr, Casey, Chittenden, James Cooper. Corwin Crans'on, 
Crary, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Edward De- 
vies, John W. Davis, G. Davis, Dennis, Doan, Duncan, Ee- 
wards Ely, R. Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goode, 
Granger, Green, William Hastin; s, John Hastings, Henry 
Hoffman, Hook, Howard, Hunt, James. Jameson, Nathaniel 
Jones, Keim, Kempshail, Lawrence, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lincoln, McCarty, McCulloh, Marvin, Mason, Medill, Miller, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Nay- 
lor, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Parish, Parris, Proffit, Randall, 
Randolph Randen, Reynolds, Ridgway, Robinsen, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Albert Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, Steenrod, Storrs, Stuart, Sweeny, 
ba he Francis Thomas, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, Vanderpoel, P. J. Wagner, Weller, J. White, 
Wick, Thos. W. Williams, Joseph W. iliams, and Christo. 
pher H. Williams—111, 

Mr. BIDDLE disclaimed any intention of dis- 
courtesy in his previous remarks, towards the ger- 
tleman from Indiana, [Mr. Wicx,] when he inter- 
posed a point of order to arrest the explanation. 
He had done so because of his aversion to the 
practice which had obtained there, of one member 
making a motion which went to dispose of a sub- 
ject withont debate, and then withdrawing it, and 
yielding the floor to another, upon the condition 
that, after he had made the remarks iateaded, he 
would renew it. It was a practice which led to 
the greatest abuses at the last session. It was 
usurping the powers of the House for one mem- 
ber to obtain the floor, and to deal it out to whom- 
soever he Pleased. He was opposed to all com- 
pacts of the kind between members; and the praca 
tice should be reprobated by al]. That gentlemaa 
(Mr. Wick] had stated to the House that he 
wished to make an explanation personal to him- 
self; but had converted it into a vindication of the 
policy of the Government in relation to the sub- 
Ject-matter before the House. 

He thought a similar spirit of courtesy was due 
from that gentlemen to others, to whom the mat er 
was equally personal to permit them tomake an ex- 
planation. And what was the object of the hono- 
rable gentleman from Indiana in the personal ex- 
planation made. Why, to prove that the Presi- 
dent, in the mode in which he has presented the 
subject, has acted fairly. He tcok issue with that 
gentleman, The President, he thought, bad pre- 
sented itin sach away as would best promote 
electioneering purposes. He had done ìt in such 
a way as would place the legislative branch of the 
Government 12 a wrong positicn before the coan- ' 
try—as to throw the odium of extravagance og 
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Congress—of going beyond the estimates. Mr. B. 
then referred et the, fepe of the President, and 
` particularly that paıt relating to the estimates 
for the year 1840, in support of his position. But 
he wished to speak from the book, because he be- 
lieved the people tarned with disgust from gene- 
ralities—from wholesale denunciations, and there- 
fore quoted the following paragraph, to show thai 
it was intended for electioneering put poses: 
Ind-pendent of the redemption of the pub- 
lic debt and trusts, the gross expenditures 
of seventeen and eighteen millions in 1834 


and 1835 had, by these causes, swelled to | 


twenty-n'ne millions in 1836; and the appro- 
riaticns for 1837, made previously to the 
4th of March, caused the expenditure to rise to the 


very large amount of thirty-three millions. We | 


were enabled during the year 1838, notwishstand- . 


ing the continnance of our Indian embarrassments, : 


somewhat to redace this amount; and that for the 
present year, 1839, will not, in all probability, ex- 
ceed twenty-six millions, or six millions less than 
it was last year. With a determination so far as 
depends.on me to continue this reduction, I have 
directed the rstimates for 1840 to be subjected to 


items in the bills to be reported. He charged the 
President with lending his countenance to extrava- 
gance, and with skulking from the responsibility 
of recommending the measures which lead to it. 
He contended that if the regular estimates for the 
continuance of the Cumberland road were omitted 
on account of the embarrassed condition of the 
Treasury, that the Executive should have told the 
House and the country so. 

Mr. REYNOLDS observed that this was a sub- 
ject exceedingly interesting to his constituents; and 
for this reason, and not for any political considera- 
tions, he had risen to say a few words with regard 
to it. Ifhe remained silent, when a question so 
deeply affecting their interesis was discussed here, 
he shcu'd fail in the duty he owed to those whom 
he represented, and would be justly accountable to 
them for it. It was extremely unfortunate for him 
thal every time he rose to address this House—and 
it was but seldom that he did so—politics should 
unnecessarily have been mixed up with the matter 
he felt bound to express his views on. This was 
the case, the Speaker would recollect, when the 


-: question of adopting the viva voce principle of voting 
: was before the House; aad he had again to regret 


severest scrutiny, and to be limited to the absclute | 


requirements of the public service. 


found less than the expenditures of 1339 by over | 


five millions of dollars.” 


This, he said, was prepared with the consum- || 
mate skill of a veteran politician—it was something | 


compendious, which would do to carry to the mill 
or the market, for electioneering purposes. The 
partisans of the President had already seized upon 
this brief statement of professions of economy to 
glorify him and to advance his cause for another 
term. 
due to him for this profession of a desire for an 
economical administration of the Government? 


Does he not wish to convey the idea to the pzo- | 


ple that he had been doing every thing in 
his power to retrench the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and that he had beeg successful in break- 
ing them down: andif he be elected for another 
term, that he would entirely do away with them. 
He believed that was the impression intended to be 
made. He called upon the gentleman from Indi- 
ana [Mr. Wica] to show where a single abuse 
had teen corrected by the President, or where a 
single retrenchment had been madegin the expenses 
of Government. Nota clerk, whose services were 
unnecessary, had been dispensed with. He knew 
this message would go far in advance of the esti- 
Mates, and do its work ia deceiving the people. 
He then adver'ed to the waste of the public mo- 
ney in Florida by the mismanagemen! of the ope- 
rations there—denounced the Executive because 
he had presented no estimates to carry on future 
operations there, where the military forces were as 
much needed now as heretofore-—and attributed the 
change in that policy to a desite to prepare for the 
coming election, by presenting a seeming reduction 
of the expenditures. But he believed that all 
which would be saved from that source would in 
the end be wasted on something else which should 
claim Jess of the attention of the Government. 

The President, he said, did not ask for a single 
soldier to carry on that war; nor was there any 
estimate for the light-houses, and other objects of 
expenditare, which had claimed the action of Con- 
gtessheretofore. This he attribated to a design on 
the part of the Executive to render the popular 
branch of the Governmeut odious in the eyes of the 
people—to throw the responsibility on them of 
voting more money than the estimates called 
for. He has called for but eighteen mil- 
lions in the estimates, when, in fact, the 
appropriation by Congress will not be less than 
twenty-five millions. This will be the issue pre- 
sented to the people—that Ccngress would be 
chargeable with all the extravagance—and that it 
would be used as an argument to prove that if the 
Executive had sole control of the purse, seven mil- 
lions would have been saved of the people’s money. 
He charged the President and heads of Departments 
with shrinking from the introduction of certain items 
into the estimates; and after these estimates had 
gone abroad, they would be found sneaking before 
the committee to prevail upon them to jnsert those 


Would any man say that any credit was | 


They will be ` 


that it should be unnecessarily dragged up 


now, when a subject so interestirg to 
| the Western country was under discus- 
; sion. Now he was not opposed to political 


discussions in their proper place; he was not op- 
posed to stump speeches, made boldly and openly, 
in the Western fashion; but he did not approve of 
the Eastern fashion, of holding a caucus at mid- 
night and bringing out a candidate who could not 
say a word for himself. 

But on a subject of the importance to the West 
that this was, he appealed to Western gentlemen to 
discard politics and discuss it with reference to its 
merits alone. No political capital could be gained 
by either party from th's question, and he would 
put it to his Wesiern friends whether a measure 
they had so much at heart would not be injuriously 
affected by dragging it unnecessarily into the po- 
litical arena. Indeed, it would be good policy on 
his part to avoid a political discussion, for he was 
well aware that his desultory remarks would ap- 
pear slight in comparison with the spirited, stirring 
speech they had just heard from the gentlemen 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bipp£.] 

Mr. BIDDLE explained. He would assure the 
gentleman fiom Illinois that he would not have 
said a word on this subjey if it had not been for 
the remarks inade by the gentleman from Indiana, 
who obtaine1 the floor for the purpose of making a 
personal explanation, and then went into a defence 
of the Administration. 

Mr. REYNOLDS continued. He had not in- 
tended to say a word in complaint of the remarks 
made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, for 
whom he entertained the highest respect. What 
he intended to say was for the purpose of showing 
to his Western triends the importance of keeping 
this question free from the political conflicts of the 
day. He wou.d say, however, in reference to the 
President, that he was not averse to asking him 
for information on this or any subject touchiog the 
public interests, and would, with pleasure, vote for 
a resolution to that effect. He would not oppose a 
resolution reaching the Departments ina proper way, 
for he was not for stifling investigation when the 
public interests required it. Bat, said Mr. R. let 
us turn oar attention te the subject before us. Sup- 
pose the President has neglected to recommend the 
Cumberland road to the favorable consideration of 
Congress. Suppose an appropriation for that road 
is not to be fourd in the estimates of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. Were these reasons why the 
friends of the measure should not press it upon 
Congress? I entreat, then, my Western friends to 

join me in my endeavors to get the action of this 
House in favor of this measure, and, laying poli- 
ties aside, assistin obtaining an appropriation for it. 
This road was, strictly speaking, a national mea- 
sure. It was commenced in1806, and had been uni- 
formly carried on, year by year, down to the present 
time. I: had been a favorite measure withthe De- 
mocracy of the country, and had been sanctioned 
by Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe. He was 
aware that some gentlemen on that floor were of 
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opinion that internal improvements by the General 
Government were contrary to the provisions of the 
Constitation. ‘This was no doubt correct, as a ge- 
neral rule. But were there not exceptions to every 
rale? And was not this Cumberland road one ef 
these exceptions? The Federal Government ought 
not to make internal improvements im the old 
States, because they had the power of taxation 
over the soil within their limits, and had resources 
to make these improvements themselves. That, 
however, was not the cave with the new States. 
The vast public domain within their limits was ex- 
empted from taxation, and that resource for inter- 
nal improvements was cut off. Give to the new 
States the power of taxing the public lands, and we 
willask you for no more appropriations for the 
Cumberland road. Did not this circumstance 
make an exception to the general rule? 


There was another reason which made this road an 
exception tothe rule. There was a just, legal, and 
equitable compact made with the new States, by 
which two per cent. of the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands was to be applied to roads leading 
othem. It was said that this two per cent. fund 
hap been already expended, but this, he believed; 
was not true. He was informed by his friend from 
Ohio, that he had data to prove thata large amount 
of this fund was yetunexpended. If this was true, 
and he had no doubt that it was s9, he hoped that 
his friend from Ohio would be the next to catch the 
Speaker’s eye, and be enab!ed to demonstrate the 
facts to the House. Mr. R. went on to ad- 
vert to the deep interest taken by the peo- 
ple of the West in this measure, and to the 
impoticy and injustice of disappointing their 
reassnable expectations with regard to it, 
He noticed the liberal appropriations made for 
other objec's, and particularly for the defence of 
Florida, for which he had voted, and hoped that 
gentleman would extend the like liberality towards a 
measure sointeresting to his constitments. He would 
remind gentlemen,he said,of the large sums collect- 
ed every year from the new States for the sale cf 
the public lands, and would ask them if it did not 
seem unjust to draw all this money from that sec- 
tion of country without expending some of it there 
in return. This very fact, be thought, was suffi- 
cient to make this sabject an exception to the gene- 
ral rule. After some farther remarks from Mr. R. 

Mr. MASON said the gentleman who preceded 
him had spoken of the propriety and impropriety 
of subjecting this measure to the hazard of the 
whirlpool of party politics. He, for one, dis- 
claimed all intention, all parpose, of subjecting 
this measure tosuch unhallowed test. The two’ 
great political parties of the country had not di- 
vided on this question, though gentlemen from each 
had taken different sides asto the expediency of 
progressing with the Cumberland road. Gentle- 
men of both parties had stood in opposition to 
this measure. He believed if the gentlemen from’ 
the West—the section of country so much inte- 
rested in the measure—should fall out: among 
themselves as to expediency, the enemies to tbis 
road would look on and say, let them fight it out; 
because they know that that would bethe most ef- 
fedtaal way to defeat it. Therefore, the gentle 
men from the West, of both parties, should 
act with some concert. For one, he disclaimed any’ 
intention or desire to make political capital out of 
the question, as had been attributed to some by the 
gentleman from Indiana. That gentleman had 
said it was not a party measure in the Western 
country. 

Mr. WICK replied, that what he said was, thet 
it was in the West an all absorbing question, more 
so than any question of general politics. 

Mr. MASON was abont resuming his remarks, 
when he was prevailed upon to yield the floor to 

Mr. JAMESON, on whore motion 

The House adjourned till Monday next. 


IN SENATE, 
Mownnpay, February 10, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a report from the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury, showing the payments made 
on account of miscellaneous claims during the 
year 1839; : 

Also, a report from the 


Secretary of War, show-- 


16. 


"ing the names and salaries of the clerks employed 
:in the several bureaus of that Department during 
-the year 1839; 

Also, a reportfrcm the Secretary of War, show- 
‘jng the contracts made by that D+ partment during 
‘the year 1839; 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, trars- 
mitting a report of Nathaniel West, ccmmissioner 
-to investigate claims against the Miami Indians, 
„for the year 1839; 
which were severally laid on tke table, nd or- 
-ered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
Ty, iù compliance with the resolution of the Se- 
nate of the 34 ult. relative to the estimated amount 
which will be received from the salt duty during 
the years 1840, 1841, 1842, and 1843, &c.; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of Jo- 
seph G. Bowman and others, for a mail ioute; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
“Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Pordy; which was referred to the Commiitee 
on Claims. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the memorial of 
Alexander Jones, on the subject of removing the 
bars and deepening the channels in te Ohio and 
mouth of the Mississippi rivers, and applicable to 
the improvement of the Western waleis generally; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 

meree, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALKER presented a document in rela- 
tion to the survey of the coast and harbors of the 
State of Mississippi; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
plinted. . l f 
- Mr. WALL presented a memorial of a number 
of citizens of the United Siates, praying the impo- 
sition of a moderate duty on imported silks; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

. Mr. TALLMADGE presented a petition from 

citizens of Philadelphia county, praying the aboli- 

tion of slavery and the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia. 

. The metion of reception was, on motion by 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, laid upon the table. 

. Mr. TALLMADGE also presented a memorial 

of the represcatatives of the Society cf Friends in 

the State of New Ycrx, praying for the. abolition 
of the foreign and domestic slave trade. 

On motion by Mr. KING, the motion for recep- 
tion was laid on the table. 

Mr. T. also presen:‘ed a memorial from citizens 
of. Philadelphia, praying fur a duty on foreign 
silks; which wes referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. T. also present:d the memcrial of citizens of 
Racine, in Wisconsin Teiritory, for the improve- 
ment of that harbor; which was relerrcd to ihe 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the memorial of the 
Legislative Assembly of Iowa, praying Congress to 
extinguish the Indian tite in that Territory; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of a number 
of citizens -of the Siate of Illinois, praying for the 
establishment of a post road from Vandalia, Ilii- 
nois, to Watertown; which was. referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Poast roads. 

Mr. Y. also presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of Aurora, Illinois, praying for increase 
of mail facilities between Ch.cago and Dixou’s 
Ferry in that State; which was referred to the Cum- 
Miitee on the Post Office and Post Rozds: 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of 
members of the bar of Williamsport, Lycoming 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for an increase of 
salary tothe judge of the United States for the 
western district of Pennsylvania; whieh w.s reter- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. S. also presented. three memorials from citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, praying forthe imposition of 
a mcderate duty on imported silks; which were re- 
ferred tb the Committee on Finance. . 

- Mr. S. also presented a petition of certain citi- 
zens of Bicekley, Philadelphia county, praying 
against the admission of any State, which tolerates 
siaysıy, inty the Union, | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


On motion by Mr. PRESTON, the motion of re- 


-ception was laid on the table. 


Mr. LINN presented the memorial of H. Hough 
aud others, ciuzeusof the Sia‘e of Kentucky, pray- 
ing the adoption of measures by this Governmesst for 
the estab'i:hment and protection of a colony in the 
Oregon Territory; which was referred to the Se‘ect 
Committee on the Oregon Territcry, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the memorial of John 
B. Theale and others, praying the establishment of 
a poit of entry at Perry’s Bridge, on Vermilion 
bar, in the State of Louisiana; which was referred 
to the Comm ttee on Commerce. . 

On motion by Mr. MOUTON, the petition of 
James B. Sullivan, now on fie, was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of a number of 
citizens of Macon county, Alabama, praying to be 
allowed to enter other lands in liem ot the 16:h sec- 
tion, in township 17, in said county, for the use of 
schools, and improperly located to certain Indians; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. K. also presented the memorial of a number 
of citizens of Mobile, praying an appropriation for 
the erection of light-koaces and beacors, for ren- 
dering more secure the navigation between Mobile 
and New Orleans; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. K. also presented the petiticn of John Scott, 
praying remuneration for the destruction of his 
property by a parity of emigrating Creek Indians; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of a 
numter of half-breeds of the Sioux tribe of In- 
dians, praying Congress to carry cerlain treaty 
stipulations into effect; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. B. also presented six memorials of citizens 
of the United States, praying an imposition of a 
moderate duty on foreign siiks; which were re- 
ferred to the Ccmmitee cn Finance. 

Mr. LINN, trom the Commitee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
Wilson P. Hunt, reporied a bill for the relief of 
Gregoire P. Sarpy, or his legal representatives; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referced the bill to qaiet the tides of certain land 
claimant's in the S ates af Missouri and ArkarBas, 
and for other purposes, repcrted it without amed- 


ment. : 
CUMBERLAND EOAD. 

Mr. SMITH cf Indiana, from the Committe 
on Roads and Canals, to which tke subject had 
been referred by a resclution of the Senate, repott- 
ed a bill making an appropriation, payable by in- 
stalments, of a sum suftic:ent to complete the Cum» 
berland roed in the Stztes of Ohio, Indiana, Iili- 
nois, and Missouri, and transferring the road to 
those States under certain restrictions. 

The bill was accompanied by a long report, 
in which it is maintained that the Cumberland road 
was conceived and commenced in the wise and 
Statesmanlike policy of the times, with an eye tothe 
payment of the Revolutionary debt, by making the 
‘Western lands tributary to that object; that the 
Cumberland road is a great national work, to the 
final comp-e'ion of which the national faith js 
pledged; that the contract between the General Go- 
vernment aud the Srates of Ohio, Indiana, Iilino’s, 
and Missouri, under what is termed the c: mpacis, 
was for the construction of the road;and that thetwo 
per cent, was not granted to the States to make the 
road, but reserved by ihe General Government to 
make one, and that she is bound to construct it un- 
der the compacts'at all even's; that if the General 
Government could be viewed in the light of a 
trostee to the States, still she was kound fora judi- 
cious and economical application of the whole 
fund committed to her charge to the object intend- 
ed, and she could not discharge herself by saying 
that the fund was reduced by grants, conations, 
the payment of mil-tary bounties, reductions of 
price, and pre emptions, authorized by herself; nor 
could she escape from her re:ponsibility by saying 
that she had laid out her work ona scale too ex- 


pensive for the fand ‘reserved by her to complete; 
that a transfer to the States of the funds, annually, 
with the future charge of the road, would insure a 
continuous and energetic prosecution of the work, 
upon the most economical principles. Each pcsi- 
tion, and others, are examined at length. — 

The bill was read a first and second time; and 
the report, on motion of Mr. SMITH, with one 
thous: nd extra copies, was ordered to be printed. 


REGULATION OF FOREIGN COMMERCE. 

Mr. BENTON rose to move the Senate to re- 
priat certain resolutions for the regulation of fo:eign 
commerce, on principles of reciprocity and mu- 
tual benefit, which he had brought iato the Senate 
near ten years ago, but which had not thea ripened 
into any legislative action. The resolutions were 
then brought forward, in view of the approzching 
extinction of the public debt, and the consequent 
ability of the Goverament to make a great reduc- 
ticn of duties on foreign imperts; ior which reduc- 
tions he then believed, as he now believes, that 
both the Constitution ot the United States, and the 
interest of the country, required equivalent advan- 
tages to be demanded from foreign countries, in 
return for the great advantages they would receive 
from such a large abolition of duties on their ex- 
ports brought to ovr country. I[f the reso'wions 
had then ripened into legis'ative measures, the 
country would not now have to regret the annual 
importation of fifty millions of free goods from 
countries, several of which oppress with enormous 
daities, and fetter with injurious restrictions, the 
products of the United States which go to their 

orts. 

‘ Having failed in his attempt to precure this re- 
gulation of foreign commerce at the epoch of the 
extinction of the public debt, ke had since looked 
forward to the next event in the history of the 
country, which would enable him to renew theat- 
tempt. This would be found in the apprcach ng 
expiration of what is called the cc mpromise ac’, 
and which would expire on the 30:h of June, 1842. 
That act conducted tfe dutes to a point at which 
they could not remaia—to a point which wouid 
produce a reaction—and would involve a general 
readjustment of the duties on imports. It was to p e- 
pare for this event, and to be in a condition to an- 
t cipate action by previcus deliberation, founded on 
information, that he had moved atthe last session 
for the cali on the Secretary of state for a report 
on the burdens and restrictions on the commerce of 
the United States in foreign port-; whch call the 
the Secretary (Mr. Forsyth,) had abiy and clato- 
rately answered, and of which answer the Senate 
had ditected a large ediion to be printed. This call 
for the report washis first step towards the revival 
of the plan con‘ained in his commercial resolutions 
of 1831: the second step was, to reprint those reso- 
lutions, as containing his exposition of the meaning 
of the Constitution, and his opinion of the duty of 
Congress under it, and the advantage which would 
redound to the country from the discharge of that 
duty. When thereport of the Secretary should be 
printed, he should move practically upon the sub- 
ject; and should endeavor to ripen his plan into a 
legislative act. 

Mr. B. said it would not be expected of him at 
this time, and cn this moticn to reprint former re- 
solutions, that he shouid go into any general expe- 
sition or support of the plan of commercial recipro- 
city which he proposed; but it wcu'd be proper in 
him to {y that what he -pro;osed was n thing 
more nor less than the revival of the plan contain- 
ed in Mr. Jefferson's repoit, and Mr. Madi-on’s re« 
solutions, on the regulaticn of foreign commerce, as 
far back as the year 1793, and which report and're- 
Solutions presented the true interpretation’ cf the 
Cons'itution of the Unit:d States, and contempla- 
ted the acqnisition of advantages to thei? country 
proportionate “to the advantages wh‘ch other na- 
tions received from us in the fiee or in the cheap’ 
admission of their prcduets into cur ports. 

The Consti‘utien grants two distinct powers to 
Congress in relation to foreign cummerce; the first 
power 1s, to raise revenue from imports “or the n= 
cessities of the General Government; the other, to 
regulate comm:rce with fcreign nations. These 
ere distinct powers, granted for different objects 
and not ccnvertitle or- tantmutable into erch 
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other. One of them—the first one—has bee: ex- 


ercised from the day it was granied, and has been ` 


greatly abused, and perveried to objects for which 
it was not granted; the other has never been exer- 
cised at al!; ant has remained so long dormant 
that its purpose seems to have been forgotien, 
though the clause is ofien invoked to cover all 
sorts of absurd and unconstitutional propositions. 
Mr. Jefferson, by his report, and Mr. Madison, by 


his resolations, at.empted to ex-cute th's power— | 
to give it a practical application to foreign com- — 


merce, according to the meaning of the Consti- 
tu'ion; and their plan was to es'ablish a discrimi- 
nating Cuty of ten per cent. against the products 


and manufactures of the countries which refused | 


to enter into treaties of reciprocity with us; that is, | l ryn f fe 
> or disfavor, which it measures out to us; this is the 


who refused to take some of our staples on favora- 
ble terms, in consideratioa of the favor we extended 
to theirs. Tne cheapness of our Government, and 
the largeness and value of our exports, it was seen, 
from the beginning, must put it iato our power to 


demand, and to command, equivalents from other | 


nations for the free or cheap admission of their 
roducts iato our country; and this is what Mr. 
adison’s resolutions proposed to do. He was 
defeated, and barely defeated, by the Federalists 
and the British merchants, headed by Gen. Hamil- 
ton; and immediately after the rejrction of his re- 
solutions, the wars of the French Revolution came 
on, followed by the decrees of the Emperor Napo- 
Jeon, and orders in council of the British; which, 
in a measure, broke up foreign commerce; and, at 
all events, put it out of our power to regulate even 
our own by Jaw. These wars, and thes? ruinous 
attacks upon commerce, have long since ceased; 
and since ten years, he (Mr. B) had meditated 
the revival of the great work commenced by Mr. 
Jefferson and Mr. Madison, in 1793, and defeated 
by the Federal votes and British influence of that 
day. 

Without going farther into the subject at pre- 
sent, Mr. B. said, that the consequence of de!eat- 
iog Mr. Madison’s resolutions were—first, that an 
important and express power in the Constitution 
had remained unexecuted for fifty years; secondly, 


that the regulating of foreign commerce (so far as 


it had been attempted) was done by the President 
and Senate alone, in viitue of the trealy-making 
power; and to the exclusion of the Honse of Re- 
presentatives, which, as a part of Congress, had a 
right, and was bound by the Constitution, to act 
with the other component parts of the legislative 
power, in regalating commerce with foreign na- 
tions; thirdly, that fitty millions of foreign prodacts 
were now received free of daty from nations which 
opp-essed our exports with enormous, and, in some 
instances, prohibstory duties; fourthly, for want of 
acting on this plain command of the Constitution, 
and applying the clause to its proper object, it was 
made the source of latitadinarian and absurd con- 
structions, and wild claums of power for a multi- 
tude of objects never thought of in the Constitation; 
and, Afthly, it was made a partof the pretexts and 
justification for the late enormous tariff, that we 
might punish other nations by retaliating upon 
their productions the high dutirs which they im- 
posed upon ours. 


Mr. B. said he hoped he should be more suc- 
cessful now than he was ten years ago, in his 
attempt to engage the attention of the Senate and 
of the country to the earnest consideration of this 
great subject. The time was approaching when 
they would be forced to readjust the whole tariff of 
duties; and it was the part of common prudence to 
. foresee events, and to provide for them beforehand, 
instead of waiting until the crisis arrived, and 
when action, wihout de!iberation and without 
choice of alternatives, became the law of necessity. 
The compromise act, as it is called, was only an 
adjournment of the question of the tariff—an ad- 
journment of the question from the time when the 
copntty was prepared for action on it, to a time 


when it will not be thinking of it. This act ex- 
pites in 1842, and every prudent man must foresee 
the struggle which is then to come on, and for which 
one party is now preparing, by endeavoring to create 
a nec: ssity for the renewed imposition ot high du- 
ties. Every attempt to divert the land revenue from 
the Federal Treasury, is a step taken in preparirg 
one party for the strugg'’e of 1842. It is my wish 
to prepare for that struggle also; and to prepare for 
it by anticipating the event—by exercising a 
granted power, thus far lying dormant in the Con- 
stitution—and exercising it accerding to its true 
intent and meaning, and to the manifest benefit of 
tke whole Union. The regulation of foreign com- 
merce upon the principle of reciprocity—treating 
the prodacts of others as they treat ours—measar- 
ing back to every nation the same degree of favor, 


intent of our Constitution, the interest of our coun- 
try, and the duty of our Government. In the lan- 
guage of Mr. Jefferson, “FREE COMMERCE 
AND NAVIGATION ARE NOT TO BE GI- 
VEN IN EXCHANGE FOR VEXATIONSAND 
RESTRICTIONS; nor are we to play the unprofi- 
table and barbarian game of injuring ourselves to 
injure others. A reciprocity of benefits, instead of 
a reciprocity of injuries, should be our policy; and 
this policy should be p-e-ented, and imposingly 
presented, to ail the nations with which we trade. 
It may not be that every one may find itself in a 
situation to relieve our exports to the same degree 
that we relieve theirs; but every one can do some- 
thing: every one can relax, in some degree, its 
severe restrictions, and lighten, to some extent, its 
heavy impositions, on some essential taricle of our 
exports. Each one that pleases can do this mach; 
and those that do not please, we can force. Our 
position, and out circumstances, enable us to con- 
trol and influence the commercial sys'em of the 
civilized world. The large amount of our ex- 
ports, their importance to other nations, our free- 
dom from debt, the cheapness of our Government, 
the value of our custom, and our geographical po- 
sition, enable us to command the commercial sys- 
tem of the world. We can command it: and we 
shall be blind to events, and unfaithful to our Con- 
stita'ion, to our interest, and to our duty, if we do 
not so far control and influence this system as to 
secure equivalent advantages for our expo'ts, 
in return for the advantages which they 
receive from us in the admission of their 
products free of duty, or on the payment 
of a low and moderate duty. A discrimina- 
tion of ten per centum te the prejudice of nations 
which refused to reciprocate advantages with us, 
would throw her commerce into the back ground, 
and make it secondary and inferior to the com- 
merce of those in the same article which paid ten 
per centum less. Thus, and to exemplify the ar- 
gument: a discrimina'ing duty of ten per centum 
on either silks, wines, cottons, linens, woollens, 
or worsteds, &c. &c. against any nation which re- 
fused to enter into reciprocal arrangements for the 
more favorable admission of our tobacco, would 
immediately compel France and England to sofien 
their rigorous!systems in relation to that article, in 
order to avoid an enormous loss in losing a princi- 
pal market forsome one, or more, of their great 
siaples. This would be ils effect on the tobacco 
trade; and so it would be in relation to flour, rice, 
beef, pork, and every staple article of our ex- 
ports. 

Mr. B. said, that having given this glimpse of the 
plan whichthe proposed to revive,and having explain- 
ed the reasons for the motion he intended to make, 
he would say no more at present; and would con- 
clude with moving to reprint the resolutions to 
which he referred. 

The reso'utions were then read as follows: 

In Senate or THR UNITED ÑTATES, 
February 26, 1831. 

Mr. Benton submitted the following resolutions, which were 

tead, and ordered w he printed, and laid on the tabte: 


Resolved, That the powers conferred on Congress by the 
&tutes to lay and collect duties, and to regulate commerce, are 
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distinct and inconvertible powers, aiming at different objects, 
and requiring diferent forms ot legislative action, the levying 
power being confined to imports, and intended to raise revenue, 
the regulating power being directed to exports, and solely iu- 
tended to procure favorable terms in foreign ports for the ad- 
the ships and products of the States. 

2. That the power to lay and collect duties on imports was 
solicited by the foundersof the present Federal Government, 
and granted by the States for the express purpose of raising re- 
venue, and paying the public debt, and with the solemd and re- 
iterated assurance that the duties levied for paying the debt 
should cease the moment the debt was paid; which assurance 
was given in answer to objections from the States, and to quiet 
the apprehension expressed by some of thein, that the grant of 
power to Congress to raiso revenue from the commerce of the 
States, without limitation of time or quantity, and without ac- 
countability to them for its expenditure, might render Congress 
independent of the States, and endanger their liberties and pros- 
perity. 

3. Thatthe public debt will (probably) be paid off in the 
year 1834, and the amount of about twelve millions of dollars of 
revenue will then be subject to abolition, and ought to be abo- 
lished, according to the agreement of the parties at the estab- 
lishment of the present Federal Government, and in conformity 
to the present actual condijion and interest of the States. 

4. That an abolition of twelve millions of duties will be a re- 
lief tothe people from about sixteen millions of taxes, (esti- 
mating the retail merchant’s advance upon the duties at one- 
third;) and that the said abolition may be made without dimi- 
nishing the incidental protection due to any essential branch or 
pursuit of domestic indastry, and with manifest advantage to 
most of them. 

5. That, forthe purpose of enabling Congress to determine 
wih entire safety to every interest, and with fall satisfaction to 
the public mind, what branches and pursuits of domestic indus- 
try may be entitled to protection, and ought to be guarded from 
the injurious eflects of foreign competition, a joint committee 
of the Senate and House of Representatives ought to be ap- 
pointed, to take the examinations of practical men (producers, 
consnmers, and importers, ) in all doubtful cases, and to report 
their evidence to the two House of Congress. 

6. That the said committeeought to be appointed at the com- 
mencement of the next stated session. 

7. That the power to regulate foreign commerce was granted 
to Congress by the States for the express and səle purpose of 
enabling Congress to obtain and secure favorable markets 
abroad for the exports of the States, and favorable terms for the 
admission of their ships, and to effect these objects by establish- 
ing an equitable system of commercial reciprocity, discrimina- 
tion, aud retaliation, which should measure back to every fo- 
reign nation the same degree of favor or disfavor which itself 
measured out to the commerce and navigation of the United 

tates. $ 

8. That the power to regulate foreign commerce, although 
one ofthe first of the enumerated powers in the Constitution, 
and the inducing cause to ita adoption, has never yet been ex- 
ercised by Congress. 

9. That the approaching extinction of the public debt, and 
consequent obligation to abolish, and advantage in abolishing, 
about twelve millions of annual revenue, will enable the United 
"tates to receive a large portion of her foreign commerce, say 
the one half thereof, free of duty; and that the fair principles of 
a just reciprocity, the dictates of obvious policy, justice to the 
States, and the constitutional duty of the Federal Government, 
already too long deferred, will require this Government to de- 
mand equivalents from all nations which may wish tobe admit- 
ted to a participation in the enjoyment of this great amount of 
free and unrestricted trade. i 

10. That the free importation of the following articles (among 
others) may be adinitted into the United States without compro- 
mising the prosperity of any brancli or pursuit of domestic. in- 
dustry, and with manifest advantage to most of them; namely, 
linens, silks, wines, coffee, cocoa, worsted stuff goode, several 
descriptions of woollens, several qualities of fine cottons, seve- 
ral kinds of spirits, &c &c. 

11, That the free importation of the said articles ought to be 
offered to all nations which shall grant equivalent advantages 
tothe commerce and navigation of the United States, aud will 
receive the products of their industry; namely, fish, furs, lum- 
ber, naval stores, beef, bacon. pork, grain, flour, rice, colton, 
tobacco, live stock, manufactures of cotton, leather, wood, anıl 
silk, butter and cheese, soap and candles, hats, glass, and gun- 
powder, lead, shot, and sugar, spirits made of grain and molas- 
res, &¢. &c. or some adequate proportion thereof, either free 
of duty, or upon payment of moderate and reasonable duties, to 
be agreed unon in treaties, and to continue for a term of years, 
and to no other nations whatever. , : : 

12. That there is nothing in existing treaty stipulations with 
foreign powers to prevent the regulation of our commerce upon 
the foregoing principles. g 4 

13. Thatall commercial nations will find itto their advantage 
to regulate their commerce with the United States, on there 
principles, as, in doing so, they will substitute a fairand liberal 
trade for a trade of vexations, oppressions, restrictions, and 
smuggling; will obtain provisions for subsistence, and materi- 
als for manufactures, on cheaper terms and more abundantly; 
will promote their own exports; will increase their revenue, by 
increasing consumption and diminishiag smuggling; and, in re- 
fusing to do so, will draw great injury upon themselves. in the 
loss which will ensue of several great branches of their trace 
with the United States. 

14. That the agriculture, manufactures. commerce, and na- 
vigation of the United States, would be greatly benefitted by 
regulating foreign trade onthe foregoing principles: first, by, 
getting rid of oppressive duties upon she staple productions © 
the United States in foreign markets; secondly, by lowering 
at home the price af many articles of comfort or necessity, tm 

orted from abroad, A 
p 15. That the safest'and most satisfactory mode of regulating 
A : inei ould be by combining 
foreign commerce on these principles would oe Jwers, Con- 
the action of the legislative and treaty makin? Pow ia du- 
giesa fixing, by law or joint reialution (he Sete cuiating with 
ties may be abolished, and the Executtye le 


foreign nations for the grant of equivalents. 


178 


16. That to be in readiness to carry this system of regulating 
foreign commerce intoeffečt at the extinction of the public 
debt, it will be necessary for Congress to designate the articles 
for abolition of duty at the next stated session. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, a memoir, com- 
municated to the Select Committee on the Oregon 
territory, in relation to the claims of the United 
States to the Nor-hwestern Territory, was ordered 
to be printed with the accompanying map, and 
that 2,500 additional copies be printed. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following motion 
for consideration; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Commerce on Commerce be 
instructed to irquire into the expediency of causing 

- a complete sarvey to be made of the coast of the 

‘State of Mississippi, and of the islands ia the 
vicinage of said coast, and of all its bays and 
harbors. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of caus- 
ing light-houses to be established at Mississippi 
city and at Ship Island. 

- Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instracted to inquire into the expedieney of remov- 
ing the obstructions in the Bayou Manchac,and re- 
opening the same for navigation. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 

airs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
requiring forts to be erected on the western extre- 

. mity of Ship Island, and on the bar or middle 

. ground, between Cat and Ship Island, in the State 
of Mississippi. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a navy yard at the west end of Ship 
Island, in the State of Mississippi. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were taken up on their third 

reading, read a third time, and passed: 

The bill to authorize John E. Metcalf, and 
others, to locate certain pre emp‘ion claims to land 
in Indiana. 

The bill for the relief of Susannah Honeyman, 
and her legal representatives. 

The bill to amend the “Act to provide for taking 
the sixth census or enumeration of the inhabitants 
of the Uni'ed States,” approved March 3, 1839. 

ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 
© The report of the Select Committee, to which was 
referred the resolution of Mr. Benron, and the 
- resolution of Mr. Lumpxin, on the ‘subject of the 
assamption of the State debts by the General Go- 
vernment, being the special order of the day, was 
taken up. 

Mr. GRUNDY said he did not rise to discuss 
this questinn, butmerely to ask that, when the 
question on the resolutions came up, it might be 

` taken on each separately, and by yeas and nays. 

The first resolutions were then read, as follows: 

1. Resolved, That the assumption, directly or in- 
directly, by the General Government, of the debts 
which have been, or may be, contracted by the 

` States for local objects or State purposes, would be 
unjust, both to the States and to the people. 

2. Resolved, That such assumption would be 
highly ineapedient, and dangerous to the Union of 
the States. 

3. Resolved, That such assumption would be 
wholly unauthorized by, and in violation of, the 
Constitution of the United States, and utterly re- 
pugnant to all the objects and purposes for which 
the Federal Union was formed. 

4. Resolved, That toset apart the public lands, 
or the revenues arising therefrom, fur the before 
mentioned purposes, would be equally unjust, in- 
expedient, and unconstitutional. 

Mr. PRENTISS moved to strike out the words 
“directly or indirectly” from the first resolution. 

After some remarks by Mr. GRUNDY and 
PRENTISS, the latter withdrew his amendment at 
the suggestion of 
__ Mr. CRITTENDEN, who moved to sir'ke out 

. all after the word resolved in the first resolution, 
and, as a substitute for tae whole series, insert the 
following: 

Resolved, That the debts of the several States, su far 
as they are known to the Senate, have been con- 
macted in the exercise of the undoubted right and 
constitutional power of said States resvectively, 
and that there is no ground to warrant any doubt of 
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the ability or diposition of those States to fulfil their 
contracts. 

Resolved, That it would be just and proper to 
distribute the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands among the several States, in fair and ratea- 
ble proportions, and that the condition of such of 
the States as have contracted debts is such at the 
present moment of pressure and difficulty as to 


render such distribution especially expedient and | l 
|| with a report made at the last session of Congress 


important. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN submitted his reasons for | 


proposing the substitute, when 

Mr. ALLEN intimating an intention of address- 
ing the Senate on the subject, on his motion it was 
informally passed over, and the substitute ordered 
to be printed. 

The Senate then went into Executive business, 

And afterwards adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, Feb. 10, 1840. 


The SPEAKER announced the first bus’ness in ` 


order to be the reception of resolutions; and, there 
upon, the States were called in their order. 
below 


intention to ask leave to bring in a bill to estab'ish 
an uniform rale of naturalization, and to repeal all 
acts heretofore passed on that subject. 

Mr. OGLE offered a resolution providing for the 
appointment of a select committee on the subject 
of coinage, and directing the said committee to in- 
quire into the expediency of discontinuing the ope- 
rations at the several Branch Mints of the United 
States, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

And Mr. 0. moved a suspension of the rule for 
the purpose ef considering the resolution at this 
time, and asked the yeas and nays on that motion, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, were—yeas 
61, nays 104. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

` Mr. SMITH of Vermont gave notice that he 


would, on to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill |; 


to repeal so much of the second section of an act 
eniitled “An act to alter and amend the several 
acts imposing duties on imports,” approved July 


14, 1832, as levies a daty on the imporiation of || . ne! k 
‘| in the provisions of the two bilis—when a uestron 


salt. 
Mr. WISE offered the followirg resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 


to furnish this House with all the mformation in. 


h's possession, or on file in his Department, re- 
specting the imporiat‘on and employment of blood- 


(See - 
Mr. HAND of New York gave notice of his ` 


t 


hounds and their keepers (if foreign keepers have ` 


keen employed) by the War Department, cr by 


the authorities of the Territory, in the Florida war | 


with the Seminole Indians. 
Mr. W. said he was already in possesion of the 
information which this resolution ca!!ed for; and 


he desired to take this opportunity to'sta’e, in answer : 
to inquiries frem several portions of the country, | 


that the War Department had admitted the fact, 
official'y to him, that this Government had autho- 
rized the employment of bloodhounds. 

The resolution was ordered to lie over one day. 

In pursuance of notice heretofore given, Mr. 
ANDREWS, of Kentucky, introduced a bill 
allowing the trustees of Centre College to dispose 
of lands heretofore granted to the trustees of the 
Deaf and Dumb Asylum of the State of Kentucky; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

In pursuance of notice heretofore given by him, 


Mr. GRAVES (the State of Kentucky having been ` 


called) introduced a bill to authorize the purchase 


of the stock held by individuals in the Louisville | 
and Portland canal, and to make the navigation 


thereof free. 

The bill having been read twice— 

Mr. Graves moved that the bill be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, and that it be made the special order forthe ` 


3d of March. 
After some ccnversation on a point of order, a 
division of the question was moved and ordered. 
Mr. DUNCAN inquired if a motion to refer the 


‘bill to a committee for the purpose of investigating 


the subject wasin order? 


The SPEAKER said that a motion to refer to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union would take precedence of a motion to refer 
to a standing committee. 

And the question being taken, the bill was refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


:, the Unior. 


Mr. GRAVES then waived his motion for the 
special order; and, on his motion, the bill, together 


on the subject, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CROCKETT, in pursuance of notice given, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
amend an act entitled “An act to authorize the 
State of Tennessee to issue grants,” &e. Read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. BELL, in pursuance of notice heretofore 
given, asked leave to introduce a bill to secare the 
freedom of elect’ons, and to provide more effec- 
tually for the administration of Executive pa- 
tronage. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. BELL moved that leave be granted. 

Mr. TURNEY asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. PROFFIT called fer the reading of the bill; 
which having been read, 

Mr. BELL said he did not feel disposed to sub- 
mit any remarks in suppcrt of hismotion for leave. 
He would waive his right, because the bill was 
nearly a copy of one which had been twice or 
thrice introduced here without objection. It was 
seldom that any objection was made to the intrc- 
duciion of a bill. After its introduction, the House 
might take what course it thought proper—it might 
pass or reject it at its discretion. He did not de- 
sire, however, now to occupy any portion of a day 
set apart for the reception of resoluiions with a 
discussion on the provisions of this bill; and he 
would not do so, provided any thing like a liberal 
disposition was shown by the House in allowing 
the bill to be introduced. He thought preper to 
state that this bill was not liable to some of the ob- 
jections taken to that which hed been introduced in 
ancther part of the Capitol. 

Mr. B. then proceeded to point out the difference 


of order was raised as to the right of the genil-man 


+ to discuss the matter at this time. 


The decision of the SPEAKER was that, under 
the practice of the House heretofore, (a!though it 
was against his own impression,) the gentleman 
from Tenressee [Mr. BELL] was in order to pro- 


‘ ceed in his remarks—if the moticn for leave was 


made. 

Mr. D. H. LEWIS appealed from this decision. 

The appeal was debated by Messrs. LEWIS, 
CRARY, and BELL. 

When Mr. HUBBARD moved the previous 
question on the appeal. 

Mr. BELL said he wou'd not put the gentleman 
to that necessity; but protesting against the con- 
struction given to the rule by gentlemen on the 
other site, and by which a gentleman not in favor, 
might be forever prevented from introducing a bill, 
he would waive {urther debate. 

And, thereupon, the appeal was withdrawn. 

The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the motion fur leave to introduce the bill, and was 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 91, nays 74. 

So leave was granted. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said he felt it to be his 
duty to oppose the bill at every step. From what 
he knew of it, he thought it ought not to be re- 
ceived. j 

Mr. BELL called the gentleman to order. Let 
him make his motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he was going to make it, 
and, thereupon, moved the question of considera- 
tion, and asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BELL insisted that the bill must be read a 
first time. 

Some conversation on the point of order ensued. 

The bill was at length read a first time— 

, And Mr. JOHNSON moved the question of con- 
Sideration. 

Mr. BELL gave notice of his intention to de- 

bate, and the bill Jies over. ee 7 
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On leave given, Mr. BELL introduced ano:her 
dilt entitle) A bill to repeal the first and second sec- 
tions of an act entitled, An act to limit the term of 
cer ain offic:s therein named, and for other pur- 

approved May 15, 1820. 
The bill having been read twice, 
Mr. BELL said he wished that the bill should 


take its place with the bills on the table, on second 


reading. ; 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved the reference of the bill 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BELL objected. 

The bill (as the Reporter oncerstcod) was re- 
ferred accordingly. 

Mr. CURTIS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introdace a bill for the re- 
lief of certain debtors to the United States, and to 
repeal certain acts in relation to sach debtors. 

The bill haviag been read twice, it was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. C. referred to the Committee on the 
Jadisiary. 

The call of the States and Territories having 
been gone through with, 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, the House ad- 


journed. 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. LOWELL said the subject of the resolution 


he was about to offer, was one of great importance 
to the country, and particalarly to his immediate 
constituen's. Under the rale, the resolution would 
lie over one day; and he had no objection to its 
taking that course, as it was his wish to submit a 
few remarks when it came up for consideration. 
The resolution was then read, as follows : 

Resetved, That the President of the United States be request- 
@l w communicate to the House all the information in his pos- 
session, or in the possession ot either of the Departments, relat- 
ing to the seizure and condemnation by the Bi itish authorities, 
during the year now last past, of certain American vessels en- 

ed in the fisheries. 
r. CUSHING submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if, in his opinion, compatible with the public interest, 
to communicate to this House any ieformation in possession 
of the Government, respecting the assemblage of Indians on the 
Northwestern frontier; and especially as to the interference of 
the officers or agents of any foreign power with the Indians of 
the United States, in the vicinity of the great Lakes. 

Mr. C. expreasing an intention to debate this resolution, it 
lies over for that purpose, under the rules ofthe House. 

Mr. ADAMB submitted the following resolution: 

Resol That the President of United States be re- 
quested to communicate to thie House, if not incompatible with 
the public interest, copies of any demand made by the Minister 
or oiher dipemaric representative of Spain in this country, of 
the su r to him of the Africans taken in, or belonging to, 
the vesel called L’ Amistad, and of all correspondence between 
this Guvernment and the said Minister or diplomatic repre: 
sentative relating thereto; also copies of all structions from 
the Department of Biate to the district attorney of the United 
Skates in the judicial district of Connecticut, and all reports of 
the said district attorney to the said Department, relating to that 
sabject. 

r. ADAMS also submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to this House a statement of all the public moneys of 
the United States invested in the stocks of the several States, 

ifying the amount invested: with the stocks of each Sate; 
the authority by which such investment was made; the terms 
amd rate of interest of each contract; the security received for 


1 payment of interest and principa? of each debt; the rate per 


. cehtum given in the purchase of the bond; and the market 
value of the said bonds at the times of the respective invest- 
ments, and at the present time. 

Mr. HOOK offered the following resolution, which being ob- 
jected to, lies over, under the rule: , 

kesolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of extending the 
provisions of the act of 7th Juty,1838,to the widows of such Revo- 

utionary soldiers who have died since the passage of said act, 
or that may die hereafter. 

On motion of Mr. HAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire into the expediency ofaa amending theacts of July 4th, 
1836, and of Jane 7th, 1838, as to provide for those widows 
whose husbands have died since their passage, and those who 
ehall hereafter become widows. 

Mr. HAND also offered the following resulution, which being 
objected to, lies over, by the rule: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the necessity and expediency ofcon- 
structing a national military road from some point on Lake 
Champlain, to some point on Lake Ontario, on the river 8t. 
Lawrence. 

On motion of Mr. MARVIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the power of Congress to provide by law for 
the punishment of crimes committed on board vessels and 
steamboats navigating the Northern and Northwestern waters, 
and into the expediency of providing by law for the punishment 
of crimes se committed. 

_ Mr. GOGGIN presented the following resolu- 
tion, and in doing so, observed that he offered the 
resolution at the request of some of those whom he 
had the honor to represent, as well as from a con- 
viction of what he himself believed to be due to 


the ceuntry: 
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Resoleed, That a committee of five membera be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to inquire into and report to this House 
what has been the entire expense of the:Florida war up to the 
commencement of the present year, with the number of troops 
of every deacription which have been, or are now, employed in 
the said war in the pay of the United States; and the probable 
number of hostile Indian warriors now in the Territory of Flo- 
rida. Also, what causes have tendeu to delay the termination 
of the said war; and what is likely to be the probable amount of 
money necessary to complete the same. 


This resolution, under the role, lies over for con- 
sideration. 

On motion of Mr. JOSEPH L. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Coramerce inquire into 
the expediency of making Eastern Tennessee a collection dis- 
wict, and Knoxville the port of entry forthe same. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs inquire into 
the propriety of reporting a biil to carry into effect the l4th arti- 
cle of the the late treaty between the United Btates and the Che 
rokee Indiana. 

Mr. MILLER presented the following resolution, which was 
ruled to be out of order, not being petiuun day: 

Resolved, That the petitions and papers of the following 
named persons, heretofore presented to Congress, and referred 
to appropriate commitiers, and aow on the files of this House, 
be taken therejrom and referred to the several coinmittees here- 
inatier named, viz: That the several petitions and accompa- 
nying papers of William Munroe, Joseph Wolfakil!, Reuben E. 
Gentry, Francia Cooper, Joseph Bogss, David M’Gill, Abraham 
Groom, Elisha Todd, Lewis lant, Francis Denoves, John B. 
Grasei, Gabriel Marlow, Charles Cerdinal, Elizabeth Vincennes, 
John O’ Bonnan. James Turner, Benjamin Cortin, John Berry, 
James Barnes, John Barnes, James Alcorn, Frederick Barnes, 
Jesse Watkins, Lewis Burshold, Thomas Wagon, John and Ro- 
bert Heath, Francis W:ods, Joshua Truman. Joseph Austin, 
Joha B. Roy, William Head, Joseph Roy, and Sarchal Cooper, 
all citizens of Miseourt, praying compensation for depredations 
comunitted on their property, in the year 1814, by certain Fac and 
Fox Indiana, who prof at the time, to be amity with the Uni- 
ted tates, be referred to the Committee of Claims; anc I further 

leave to move that the report of the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, and the bill which accompanied the same, made December 
28, 1837, favorable to and for the relief of the aforesaid peti- 
tioners, and herewith communicated and presented, be referred 
to the same committee. That the petition and papers of 
Francis Roy, Austin Foy, and John B. Denoyer, claiming com- 
pensation for depredations committed on their property, by 
certain Indians therein specified, be taken from the files of the 
House and referred to the Committee of Claims. That the pe- 
tition and papers of Lewie Bissel! of Missouri, claiming compen- 
sation for depredatione committed on his property, by an officer 
inthe employof the United States, heretofore presented to Con- 
gress, be taken from the files of the House, and referred to the 

‘omunittee of Claims. That the petition and papers of the 
heirs of Appollus Cooper, heretofore presented te Congress, 
claiming seven years half pay for his services as a lieutenant 
while in the army, during tlie Revolutionary war, be taken from 
the files of the Ilo 


committee on the 8th January, 1838, favorable to the claim ol 
said heirs, accompanied by a bill for their relief, and herewith 
communicated and presented, be referred to the same cov mit- 
tee. Thit the petition and papers of William Nicholas of Mis- 
souri, praying compensation for two horses lost by him, in the 
year 1316, while in the service of the United States, and hereto- 
fore presented to Congress, be taken from the files of the House 
and referred to the Committee of Claims; I also heg leave to re- 
fer, therewith, to the said committee, the affidavit of Gen. John 
Ruland, being additional testimony in support of the claim of 
thesaid Nicholas. That the petition and papers of John Tur- 
neref Missouri, praying compensation for depredations com 
mitted on his property by the Sacand Fox Indians, heretofore 
presented to Con, be taken from the files of the House and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. MILLER submitted the following resolution, which, un- 
der the rule, lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be in- 


structed to inquire into the expedient y of granting an adequate | 
1e 


appropriation for continuing the improvement of the harbor at 
St. Louis, Miasours; and for the improvement of the navigation 
of the Missiesippi river above the mouthof the Ohie; and the 
Missouri, from ite mouth as high up said river as the north- 
western corner of the State of Missouri, or toa point where the 
northern boundary line of said State intersects or connects with 
gaiid river. i 

Mr. RAMSEY offered the following resolution, which, under 
the rule, lies over: 3 

Resolved, Thar the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of extending the 
pension laws of the United States, eo as to embrace the officers 
and soldiers who served in the armies of Generals Harman and 
Bt. Clair, suheequent to the Revolutionary war. 

Mr. WICK of Indiana submitted the following resolution, 
which, causing debate, was, under the rule, laid over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of increasing the compensation 
of the judge of the district of Indiana. 

Mr. CARR of Indiana submitted the following resolutions, 
which lies one day, under the rule: i 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into theexpediency of reducing the price of 
the refuse public lands, as follows, to wit: That all the public 
lands which have been inthe market for the term of five years, 
and remain unsold, be offered at private sale at the rate of one 
doliar per acre; that all the refuse public lands which have 
been in market for the term of ten years, and remain unsold, be 
offered at posae sale at the rate of seventy-five centa per acre; 
and that all the refuse public tands which have been in market 
for fifteen years, and remain unsold, be offered at fifty cents 

r acre; provided that in thus reducing the price of the refuse 
fands, no one person shall be authorized to purchase more than 
640 acres at such reduced prices or rates. 

Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of War report to thia House 
the estimates and plan of Henry W. Shreeves, esq, to improve 
the navigation through the falls of the Ohio river. Also, report 
to this House the estimate and plan of the eame individual, for 
the construction of a canal around the falls on the Indiana side 
of the Ohio river, if any such estimates and plans be in his pos- 
session. 

Qn motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON of Fennesece, 


be inetructed to inquire into the expediency of reportio; 


use, and referred to the Committee on Revo- | 
lutionary Claims; and that the copy of a report made by said 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into. the expediency of placing Delila 
Morris, the widow of Holloway Morris, deceased, a Revolu- 
lutionary soldier, on the pension roll. ‘ t : 

Resolved, That the Commitee on Military Affuira be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing or modify- 
ing the fifth section of the act of 16th March, 1802, and other 
laws in relation to double rations to the officers of the army. 

Mr. J. also submitted the following resolution; which, under 
the rule, lies over: 

Resolved, That the following be added to the standing rules 
of the House: That all resolutions and orders requiring an ea- 
penditure of the public money, shall be referred to some one of 
the standing committees of the House, and reported upon by a 
committee before the same shall be acted on in the House. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia submitted the tullowing resolu- 
tions; which, under the rule, tie over: 

. Resolved, Thata committee of three be appointed tu inquire 
into the expediency of repealing the lawein force, fixing the 


` salaries for the Chaplains of this House and the Senate, with 


instructions to report by biil or otherwise. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War lay before tho House 
all the paperaand correspondence in his Department relating 
to the slaves captured by the Creek warriors, in Florida, under 
an agreement or contract made between them and General Je- 
sup~-the delivery and disposition of the same, together with a 
statement showing the action of hie Department in relation to 
their delivery and sale; also, the opinion cf thesaid Secretary 
on the claim uf Gen. John C. Watson, arising on the purchase 
of mid slaves; also, his opinion on the propriety of an appro- 
priation to pay tor eaid sluves, instead of causing thein to be 
elivered up to the proper owner under the said contract. 

On motion of Mr. SHAW, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
a bill, 
providing that the benefits of the act of July 7, 1838, shali uot 

withheld from any widow, in consequence of her having 


` married after the decease of the husband for whose services she 


may claim to be allowed a pension ‘or annuity uuder said act; 


| provided she was a widow at the time it was passed. 


On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, f 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Buildings and 
Grounds be instructed to consider the expediency of causing a 
chandelier, of sufficient capacity to light the lall of Represen- 
tativesin the evening, to be provided for that purpose, in aid of, 
or as asub:titute for, the proren mode of lighting the same. 

On motion of Mr. H. WILLIAMS, i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of revising the laws relating to 
the papering of veaselaemployed in the whale fisheries; and aleo 
of making further provision for the protectivn and retutn of 
seamen engaged in that business. 

On motion of Mr LINCOLN, - 

Resolved, That the Commissioner ofthe General Land Office 
be directed to communicate to the House, as soon as may be, 
such information as may be within the contro! of his Depart- 
ment, touching the situation, quantity, quality, and probable 
value of the public lands of the United States, lying within the 
geograpical limits of the State of Tennessee; whicther such 
fasts) or any parte of them, have been surveyed, and iuto 


; what division—what proportion is susceptible of occupancy 


and profitable improvement, and what parts may be utterly 
waste or refuse; and in general, that he include in his state- 


i men! Allauch faeta and information in respect to said lands as 
> me 
| Biars, and the proper disposition to be made thereof. 


to a correct judgment of their value to the United 


On motion of Mr. LAWRENCE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Poat Office and Post 
Roade be inetructed to inquire into the expediency of reducing 
the rates of postage. 

On motion of Mr. W. B. CALHOUN, , 

Resolved, That the resolution on the files of the last Con. 
gress, proposing a further provision for the surviving soldiers 
of the old fourth regiment of the United States infantry, with 
the accompanying papers, be referred to" a‘felect Committee. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making appropriations by 
law for removing obstructions to navigation, and cleaning the 
channel in the Providence river, at or near the ports of Provi- 
dence and Pawtucket; and for a survey, with a view to cot 
structing a harbor on Block Island. 


On motion of Mr. J. W. DAVIS of Indiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish. 
inga post route from Greencastle, in Putnam county, by Rus- 
sellville, to Rockville, in Parke county, Indiana; also to in- 
a into the expediency of establishing a post route froin 

arlisle, Sullivan county, by Newberry, Scotland, and Hat- 
field, to Springville, in Lawrence county, Indiana. 


Mr. J. W. DAVIS of Indiana also presented the following 
resolution, which, causing debate, lies over one day: , 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill re- 
pealing all laws imposing duties on salt, iron and lead. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS of Indiana submitted the following, which 
under the rule, liea over ene day: i x 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War furnish to thia House, 
at the earliest practicable period, all such eatimates, reports, 
and statements, in writting, as may be necessary to, the proper 
drafting of a bill, providing for the continuation of the Cum- 
barlami road in Indiana, Ohio, and Illinofs; and that he further 
submit an opinion as to the propriety and expediency of chang- 
ing the ‘manner of disbursing any appropriation that may be 
made for the State of Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, i , 

Resolved, That the Commiuee on Invaiid Pensions be im 
structed to inquire*into the expediency of allowing a pet sion to 
Madison Collins, Warren county, Indiana, and that the evi- 
dence presente in favor of said application be referred to the 
said committee. 
` Resolved, That the claim of Francia Malone, for compensa- 
tion forservices rendered in the Revolution, with the acampa- 
nying décument in support thereof, be referred to the Comma 


. tee of Claims, 1 


Resolved, That the claims of Richard Mack, for compenea- 
tion for mevalulonsty services, be via thy with the accompa 
i ers. to the Committee of Claims. Biod 
M Renolve That the letter of Jacob Olinger, in Bohan 
soldier, of Carrol! county, Indiana, praying id Posing Served 
aw allowing pensions to alt Revolutionary Boldie 
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three months in the Revolutionary army, be referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionaf} Pensions, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to ir- 
quire into the expediency of allowing additional compensation 
to Capt. John Nelson of Indiana, and others, who were made 

risoners during the late war with Great Britain. and that the 
etter of said Nelson, in favor of said claim, be referred to said 
committee. i 

Mr. RHETT submitted the following resolution, which caus- 
ing debate was, under the rule, laid over: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Foreign Aftairs do inquire 
into the circumstances under which the American veszel En- 
terprise wastlriver. by stress of weather, in the year of 1937, 1n- 
to port of Hamilton, in the Island of Bermuda, and the 
staves therein were liberated by the authorities of that island, 
and de report thereon to this House. 

Mr. GRIFFIN submitted the following, which, under the 
rule, lies over: 

Resolved, That the finished lobbies on each side of the hall be 
Teserved for the use of the members, and those with whom they 
may be called from the halt for the transaction of business. 

On motion of Mr. GREEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety and expedi- 
ency of establishing a post route fora daily mail, to be carried 
in four horse post coaches from Louisville, Ky. by way of West 
Point, Brandenburg, Hardinsburg, Owensborotgh, thence to 
Sumithland, mouth of Cumberland, the most direct and prac- 
ticable route, and that said committee report by way of bill or 
otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. NAYLOR, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of allowing Mark 
Hawkesworth the pay of à yeoman during the time he did the 
duties of that office on board the United States schooner Dul- 
phin, to wit, from from the 4th of November, 1833, to the 20th of 
November, 1835. i 

Mr. NAYLOR also offered the following resolutions, which 
Ne over one day under the rule: ý 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
transmit to this House copies of all the proccedings of the 
Court of Inquiry held at Philadelphia, in the year 1839, to 
inquire into the conduct of Captain Jesse D. Elliott, of the 
United States navy, together with copies of the statements 
and opinions of said Court, and of all the testimony, diagrams, 
and papers taken and introduced in the course of the said in- 

wiry. 

Kosolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to inform thls House whether his Department admits free of 
duty umbrellas and parasols covered with silk, imported into 
the United States; and, if 20, how Jong they have been so ad- 
mitted free, and the number or amount of them, together with 
his reagonsfor so admitting them. 

Mr. C. MORRIS offered the following resolution, which ‘lies 
over under the rule: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee for the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of eatablishing a 
fund tor the support of common schools within said District, 
by an application of a portion of the public domain for that pur- 


On motion of Mr. CRANSTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending 
the law in relation to ship letters, so as to make it the duty of 
the captain, or other person having returned ship letters, to re- 
turn them to the postmaster at the port where he shail arrive. 

On motion of Mr. DENNIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Princess Ann to Cullen’s store, in the 
county of Somervet, com tet 

On motion of Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That a committee, consisting of one member from 
each State, be appointed to inquire into the expediency and pre- 
priety of creating a National Bunk, with leave to report by bill 
or otherwise. 

Qn motion of Mr. CRABB, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency— 

First, of granting to the several internal improvement com- 
panies in the State of Alabama a right uf pre-emption ona rea- 
sonable credit, to a quantity of public land, propertioned to 
their respective capitals, lying nearest to the line of te pro- 
jected improvements, to be selected so as nut to interfere with 
individual claims or other rights of pre-emption. 

Secondly, of relinquishing to the State of Alabama the re- 

maining two-fifths of the five per cent. of the nett proceeds of 
the public lands sold within said State since the lat day of Sep- 
tember, 1819, for the express purpose of connecting, by rail- 
roads, Canals, or otherwise, under the direction of the Legtsla- 
ture of that State, the navigable waters of Mobile Bay with 
the Tennessee river. 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be inatructed to 
inquire into the justice and expediency of increasing the com- 
pensation of the militia and volunteer troops when called into 
the service of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be instruct- 
ed te inquire into the expediency of granting to the State of 
Alabama, for the further execution of the improvement of the 
Tennessee river, at the Muscle and Colbert’s Shoa!s, all the 
publio lande remaining unsold within the Huntsville land dis- 

rict. 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS, i 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands inquire 
into the expediency of providing, by law, more adequate com- 
pensation to such townships in Alabama as have been deprived 
of their 16th sections by reason of reservations under Indian 
treaties; and that they also inquire into the expediency of con- 
firming the titles to reservations under the treaty of Fort Jack- 
son, which have been bona fide disposed of by the original re- 
servees. 

Mr. LEWIS moved the following, which lies over: 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Landsirquire 
into the expediency of suffering persons who have by mistake 
entered a subdivision of public Jand not intended to be entered, 
to relinquish the same, and enter otherands in its place, or re- 
ceive back the money paid fer such land, undef such regula- 
tions as may be prescribed by the Commissicner of Public 
Lands, and upon pou satisfactory to him that the party ap- 
‘plying had not in fact entered thie land he intended to enter. pg 
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On motion of Mr. JAMESON, ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of re-reporting the bill reported by 
that committee December 28, 1837, for the relief of Reuben E. 
Gentry, William Monroe, and others. 

On motion of Mr. CROSS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to i-quire into the expediency of conferring on the District 
Court of the United States for the district of Arkansas the 
jurisdiction of a Circuit Court, and of requiring two terms 
thereof to be held annually. 

Mr. CRARY moved the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, ‘Yhat the Secretary of the Navy report to this 
House the number of hydrographic surveys that have heen 
made by his Department; the cost of the eame; by whom and 
when made; under what authority, aud for what purpose; and 
whether the publication of charts of said surveys would be con- 
ducive to the interests of commerce. 

Mr. MONTANYA moved the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That tho Committee on Commerve be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of erecting a beacon-light at the 
extremity of the pier recently constructed by the New York 
and Erie Railroad company into the Hudson river. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
te inquire into the expediency of paying to Ingoldsby V. Craw- 
ford and Samuel Phillips, collectors of Newburyport, all that 
may be found justly due to them for their services and expendi- 
tures in superistending the light-houses, beacons, and buoys, 
in their districts, from the year 1831 to 1837, inclusive, and 
in purchasing a lot and superintending the erection of a cus- 
tom house and public store in their districts; Provided, That 
the sum to be pard shall not exceed one thousand dollars to 


each. 
Mr. MORGAN offered the following, which lies one day: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
inform the House of Representatives whether in his annual re- 


port, made at the commencement of the present session of | 


Congress, and in the estimates therein contained of expenditures 
proposed for the current year, he has included any sum or pro- 
posed any appropriation for the construction and continuation 
of the Cumberland road; and, if not, whether the omission was 
intentional or designed. 

Mr. RUSSELL offered the follawing, which lies one day: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General! be directed to iniorin 
this louse— 

lst. Whether Munson Smith, late postmaster at Schaghti- 
coke Point, in the State of New York, was removed from said 
ottice upon cha ges exhibited against him to the Postmaster 
General; and if so, when—what were the charges—by whom 
were there preferred—and what evidence of the truth of such 
charged was exhibited to the Depaftmeut. f 

2). Whether Mr. Smith had notice from the Department 
of the existence of the charges, and the testimony exhibited 
against him, or any opportunity of excnlpating himself by 
counteracting testimony, before the Department proceeded to 
act thereon. i 

3d. Whether the Postmaster General, on application there- 
for, refused te furnish copies of the charges, or give to Mr. 
Smith any reasons for his removal. 

4th. Whether the Postmaster General. upon an application 
for that purpose, by a member of the House of Representa. 


tives of the United States, in behalf of Judge Smith, has not : 


refused to permit said papers, charges, and evidence, to be in- 
spected or examined, alleging that it was contrary to the rules 
of the Department to allow an examination of any papers, or 


charges, deposited in the office, and upon which the action of : 


the Department had been invoked, or removals had taken ; 


place; and thatthe Postmaster General be directed to fur- 
nish this tHiouse with copies of 
office implicating Judge Smith, and which had for their ob- 


ject his removal from office; and also copies of the correspond- i 


enc: previous to his removal, between the Department and any 
person or persons relating to the removal of Mr. Smith.- 
Îr Mr. CHITTENDEN offered the following resolution, which 
jes over: ` 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested, with- 
out delay, to communicate to this House upon what terms and 
under what contracts the mails have been transported between 
the city of Washington and New York since the 31st day ol De- 
cember last, the name, and by whom the mails upon that route 
have been carried; whether by railroad or otherwise; whether, 
at some times, a portion of the mail only has been carried, and, 
ifso, the reason therefor; whether there has, within that tine, 
been any failure in the transportation of the mails, and, if so, 
the number and causes thrreof: and whether, if s0, what 
means have been taken by the Post Oftice Department to pre- 
vent any failures hereafter upon said route. 


Mr. MONROE offered the following resolution, which lies 


over: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to report 
to this House whether he deems any action hy Congress neces- 
sary to enable him to make such contracts forthe transportation 
of the mail from this city to New York, and also to enforce the 
punctual performance of the same by such persons as may 
come under contract. 

On moton of Mr. E. ROGERS, 

Resolved, That the Commiuee on Revolutionary Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing the claim 
of Benjamin Sammons for services during the Revolutionary 
war, and that the petition and papers now on file be referred to 
said com mittee. 

Mr. HENRY offered the following resolutions, which lie 
over: : 

Resolved, That ageneral dissemiuation of knowledge, and 
in a more especial manner that which relates to the affairs of 
this gr al nation, to all classesof our fellow-citizens, is the 
only sure basis upon which. all our Republican institutions 
sand, and on which cepends the permauency of this great Re- 
public. 

Resolved, That there is no medium through which that 
knowledge can, with such ease and facility, be disseminated to 
all classes of our fellow-citizens, high or low, rich or poor, as 
that of a public newspaper. 

Resolved, therefore, (that this great end may be better at- 
tained, and that the poorer class of our citizens may have such 
knowledge spread abroad among them on the cheapest and 
most moderate terms,) that the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


so altering the rates of postage that all newspapers shall be car- 


all papers and charges in his ` 


ried by mail in the respective counties where they are printed 
and published, without any charge of postage. 7 } i 

Mr. PETRIKIN offered the following resolution, which lies 

over: : ; f 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform this 
House what is the amount of the salary paid to the Commis- 
sioner of the Public Buildings, and also what amount of salary 
paid to the Architect, and whether aby perquisites are attached 
to said offices by which the salaries are increased, 

On motion of Mr. FLOYD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Pust 
Roads be directed tv inquire into the expediency of establish: 
ing a post route from Westernville to Buonville, in the county 
of Oneida, New York. , f 3 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Fost Office and Fost 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of establishing 
a post route from Cassville, in the township of Paris, to Bab-. 
cock Hill, in the township of Bridgewater, in the county of 
Oneida, New York. 4 EAN 

Mr. RANDOLPH offered the following resolution, which lies 
over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 
tmunicate to this House a copy of a letter addressed to him by 
the Hun. Ebenezer Tucker, ot Tuckerton, New Jersey, on or 
about the 13:h of May last. in relation to the protection and iim- 
provement of Little beg Harbor. — ? ; 

Mr. LEET offered the following resolution, which lies 


over: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be di- 
rected to Inquire into the expediency of making an appropria- 
tion of $20,000, to be expended under the direction of the Se- 
cretary of War, in making guard fences along the dangerous 
passes of so much of the National road as lies within the States 
of Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. | 

On motion of Mr. J. DAVIS, of Pennsylvania, 

Resolved, That the Clerk cause to be furnished to the meni- 
bers of this House during the present session, such newspapers 
as they may direct, the expense thereof not to exceed the price 
of three daily papers to each member, from the commenceinent 
of the session. i ? 

Mr. WORTHINGTON offered the following resolution 
which lies over; . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing an appropriation by 
law for the removal of ubstructions in the Susquehanna river, 
at or near Havre de Grace, and for the improvement of the hai. 
bor of Havre dé Grace. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON offered the following reselutious 
which lie over: hae 

Resolved, That the Canmittee for the District of Columbia 
be allowed to employ a clerk. 

Resolved, That the proceeds of the sales of —— acres of 
the public lands be given to the State of Maryland, for the 
purpose of free schools and academies, which amount of 
acres is to correspond in a just proportion to that alrealy 
granted by Congress to many ef the States in the Union for the 
like purpose. : i 

Resolved, That —— committee report a bill in accordance 
with the principles of the foregoing resolution. Se be 

Mr. WISE offered the following resolution, which lies over: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to inquirc 
into the justice and expediency of reducing all the salaries of 
civil officers of the United States which may be reduced by 
law upon a scale proportioned to the present embarrags- 
ments of the public ‘Treasury, and of the people, and. in 
accordance with the specie standard of a “hard money Go- 
vernment.’? d ; , 

Mr. L, WILLIAMS offered the following resolution, which 
lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of extending ihe post road, 
from Walnut Grove, in Virginia, to Bowen’s Store, in Ashe 
county, North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. BEIRNE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from the White Sulphur Springs, in Greenbrier 
county, Vi ginia, by Anthony’s Creek, to Huntersville, in said 
State. 

Mr. STEENROD offered the following resolution, which 
lies over: i 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be required to in” 
form this House, at as early aday as practicable, of the cauecs 
and the extent of the detention of the mail, and of the irregu- 
larity of its conveyance between Wheeling, in Virginia, and 
Bridgeport, in Obio; and, also, his opinien as to the hest means 
of remedying the evil. ae 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the existing laws of the United States, and re- 
port whether any and what provisicn is necessary to direct the 
manner in which evidence shall be admitted and taken by the 
naval courts martial in the Navy of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. J. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay out of the contingent 
fund any excess of postage charged upon packages directed to 
members ot Congress upon public business, 

Mr. HOLLEMAN offered the following resolution, which 
lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct. 
ed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the salary of the 
judge of the District Court of the United States in the Eastern 
District of Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House cause an addition to 
be made of the whole amount contained in each appropriaticn 
bill as soon as they shall be reported to this Huuse, and also of 
ter they shall have passed on their second and third readings 
and keep a statementon his desk, showing the amount of ap 
Ppropriation contained in each, and the aggregate cf the whol- 
amount of appropriations that have been passed, ready for the 
inspection of the members of this House. 

n motion of Mr. KING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of erecting acustom-houee and 
marine hospital in the city of Savannah, and report by bill or 
otherwise. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of employing arn e l steam- 
ers in the revenue service, instead of the vessels ncw in use, 


and of making that service a branch of the navy in all re- 
spects, except so far as may be necessary to leave the general 
direction of it with the Treasury Department, and report by 
bill or otherwise. F ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire inte the expediency of constructing steam- 
batteries for harbor defence, and report by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of establishing one or more 
navy yards on the south Atlanic coast, and repore by bill or 
otherwise. y > f X 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire iato the expediency of creating the rank of Admi- 
ral in the naval service, and report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. WARREN, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roadsbe directed to inquire inte the propriety of establishing, 
by law, the following mail routes, viz: From Louisville, Geor- 
gia, by Hawkinaville, Americus, Lumpkin, and Florence, Geor- 
gia, to intersect the route from Columbus, Georgia, to Montgo- 
mery, Alabama. i 

From Macon, Georgia, by Americus, Lumpkin, 
to iutersect the Mobile route at Blakely, Alabama. The 
mail to be carried twice a week in four-norse coaches on each 
route. 

From Starkesville, Georgia, by Pindertown, to Thomasville, 
Georgia. : 

On mation of Mr. HABERSITAM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expedienéy of increasing the compensation 
of the attorney ofthe United S ates for the districtof Georgia, 
and repert upon the same hy bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Reads be directed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing, by law, a mail route from Greenup Court House, Ken- 
tucky, to Lawrence Court House, by Carter Court House, in 
Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. POPE, 

Resoived, That one thousand extra numbers of the report 
upon the Missouri and Iowa boundary be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revo'ntionary Pensions 
be ing ructed to inquire into the propriety of granting pensions 
ta the following pe ‘sons, viz: 

Mra. Elizabeth Christer, widow of Daniel Christer. 

Mrs. Miry Millbank, widow of John Millbank. 

Mrs Elizabeth Adkins, widow of James Adkins, 

Mrs. Sally Sanders, widow of Nathaniel Sanders, 

Mrs. Mary Riggs, widow of Randolph Biggs. 

Mrs. Martha Conly, widow of Ensign Arthur Conly. 

Mra. Mary Harrison, widow of Ensign Joseph Harrison, 

Mrs, Eliza Hampton, widow of Preston Hampton. 

William Bow'er. 

Mrs Frances Chandler, widow of Lieut. Daniel Chandler. 

Mra. Margaret Hamilton, widow of Lieut. Charles Hamilton. 

Mea. Susan Catlett. 

Mrs. Margaret Penn, widow of Major Shadrach Penn, 

Mrs. Elizabeth Nutter, widow of David Nutter. 

Jehn Casey. 

Rolomon Jarvis. 

Jeremiah Adams. 

Mrs. Lydia Rogers, widow of Kinsley Rogers. 

. Martha Lemon, widow o! Easign John Lemon. 

. Janet McClure, widow of Thomas McClure. 

. Jane Johnson, widow of Samuel Cooper. 

. Margaret. McCaw, widow of Michael Downes. 

. Franky Quinn, widow of Benjamin Quinn. 

. Margaret Smith, widow of Jared Smith. 

. Rhody Polk, widow of Ephraim Polk, whose declara- 
tion and papers are now on tile in the office of the Commission- 
er of Pensions. 

On motion of Mr, CROCKETT, ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
structed to imqnire into the propricty and expediency of allow- 
ing Nicholas Darnal, an invalid pensioner, of Carroll county, 
ae a pension from the commencement of his disa- 
bility. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAM B. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be required 
ta inquire into the expediency of making provision forthe pay.. 


ment of certain, companies of volunteer militia inthe State of | 


Tennessee, who were organized and equipped, in accordance 
with the call ofthe Secretary of War and the proclamation of 
the Gavernor ofsaid State, made in the year 1906, for the war 
with the Creek and Seminole Indians, and who assembled at 
Fayetteville and Athens, in said State, under said call and pro- 
clamation, bnt who were not received and mustered into the ser- 
vice of the United States. . 

Mr. TURNEY offered the following resolution, which was 
laid over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Elections be instructed to 
Teport as soon as practicable to the House which of the five 
candidates for Congress in the State of New Jerszy received a 
majority of the votes polled at their late election for Represen- 
tatives to the Twenty-Sixth Congress. ` 

Mr. COLES offered the following resolution, which was laid 
over: 

Resolved, That the Committee m” Commerce inquire into the 
expediency of an appropriation for a survey of the Tennessee 
river and its navigable tributaries. 

Mr. CARTER moved the following preamble and resolution, 
which were laid over: s 

Whereas purity in the administration of a free Government 
can only be maintained by the observance of strict ecunomy in 
the public expenditures: and 

hereas extravagance anl prodigality in the management 

and disbursements of the public revenue are the sure indica- 
tions of an unjust and corrupt Government: and 

Whereas a free Government cannot exist where public of 
ficers and agents are multiplied beyond the demands of the 
public service, merely to gratify the increasing desire for pub- 
lic employment; and when the public administration relies for 
its support more upon the interest and attachment of depen- 
dants and the amount of patronage under its control, than 
yon the impartial discernment of an enlightened community: 
an 
Whereas public officers and employment have increased of 
late, in a degree unprecedented at any former period of the Ge- 
yernment: and : 

Whereas the public expenditures have increasad, within the 
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last nine years, from thirteen millions of dollars—that being 
near the average of the annual expenditures in time of peace, 
up to to year 18:9—to upwards of: forty millions since that 
time; ane . 

Whereas these facts clearly indicate a great degree of laxity 
and weakness in the public Administration, or a wilful abuse of 
the powers of Government, and a determination torule by the 
use of patronage; therefore, 

Resolred, That a select committee be appointed to inquire 
into and report to this House the causes which have led to the 
late extraordinary increase of public officers and agents, and 
the alarming increase of public expenditure, within the last 
nine years; and that they have power to send for persons and 
papers. 

On matien of Mr. BOND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing all Jaws au- 
thorizing the President of the United States to sign land pa- 
tents by his secretary or agent, and by which the sum of fifteen 


hundred dollars is annually appropriated for the payment of : 


that service. 

Mr. GORWIN moved the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to furnish this House a statement, showing the quantity of pub- 
lic lands in each Sta‘e and Territory of the United States that 
have been sold in each year since the year 1630, which had been 
offered for sale for periods of ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, 
and thirty years prior to their sale ; also, what amount of pnb- 
lic lands in each State and Territory in the United States remain 
unsold, that have been in market for periods of ten, fifteen, 
twenty, twenty-five, and thirty years, 

Mr. SWEENY moveil the following, which hes over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
furnish this House with a starement of the amount of public 
lands remaing unsold in each of the land districts of the State 
of Ohio, accompanied with a statement of his views on the pro- 
priety of discontinuing or consolidating ceriain land offices in 
said State. 

On motion of Mr. GIDDINGS, 

Resolved, That the Select Commitlee on Printing be in- 
structed to inquire and to report to this House the propriety of 
av amending the existing law as to have the acts of Congress 
published in a suitable manner, and with the least expense to 
Government, 

On motion of Mr. R. GARLAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to icquire into the expediency of establiching a a port of entry 
onthe Vermilion river, in the State of Louisiana, and authoriz- 
ing the appointment of a collector or inspector of the revenue 
for said port. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a post route from Monroe, in the parish of Ouachita, 
to Farmersville, in the parish of Union, in the State of Lou- 
isiana. : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be | 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of and best mode of | 


finally adjusting all the claims to land in favor of individuals in 
the State of Louisiana, derived from the English, French, or 
Spanish Government, whilst any one of them exercised, in fact 


or of right, sovereign powers or jurisdiction over the territory | 


now included in the said- State, and making compensation to the 
claimants of any said lands, whenever they may have been sold 
or disposed of by the United states; and all documents and pa- 
pers on the files of the House in relation to said claims be refer- 
red to said committee. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads be instructed to inquire if any irregularities or delays | 


have occurred during the past or present year in the transpor- 
tation of the mail between the cities of New Orleans and Phila- 
delphia, along the principal or main post route between those 


cities; how many such irregularities, delays, or failures, have | 


occurred; what caused them; what remedies have been ap- 
plied for the correcticn of such failures and irregularities; and 
to inquire generally into the best mode of transporting the 
mail between those cities by the way of Charleston, in South 
Carolina. 

Mr. RARIDEN offered the following, which lie over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report 
to this House the names and rank of the officers of the army of 
the United States who have been employed since July, 1834, 
in paying Indian annuitics or in making payment under 
treaty stipulations, showing the tribes or nation to whom 
paid, and the amount paid to each tribe, with the amount 
paid to such officers as salaries, per centage, per diem 
pay, mileage, transportation, or subsistence; ard, also, the 
names and residence of each individual employed eince 1834 
in the tranaportation of moneys, gonds, or other property paid 
to the Indians, the amount of and what property traneported, 
the amount paid to each person sc employed, distinguishing 
what was paid as wages, what for transportation, what for 
mileage, subsistence, or per centage, and how long each persen 
was so employed in each case, and for what trite or nation; ard, 


also, the name and residence of each person employed in re- i 


moving the Indians west of the Mississippi since 1834, exclusive 
of thearmy, together with the compensation paid to each, how 
long each was employed, and in what capaciiy, 
what was paid to each as salary, what as per diem pay, vx- 


neung , 


penses incurred, or subsistences during the time so employed; . 


and, alao, to report the names and residence of all persons em- 


ployed aa commissioners, or by any other name, since 1830, to | 
investigate claims against the Indians, and the names and resi. : 


dence of the persons employed to assist and aid such commis- 
sioners, whether as clerks, secretaries, or attorneys, to- 


gether with the location ofthe Indians when the service was i 
rendered, the amount of claims investigated, thetimeemployed, | 


and the amount of compensation allowed each; whether as 


salary, per diem allowance, expenses, transportation, sub- | 


sisterice, per centage, or incidental expens2s, and to specify un- 
der what laws the various persons before named have been ap- 
pointed to the several employments, and paid. 

Resolred, That ihe Commi tee of Ways and Means he in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of ceding that parto¥ the 
Cumberland road passing through the. State of Indiana, to the 
said State of Indiana, and of appropriating an amount sufficient 


for its construction, and placing the same atthe disposal of the | 
of War, to beapp ied to the ccnstiuc:ion of said road | 
within said Siate. under the superintendence of the authorities . 


Secretary 


of the Staie of Indians. ; i 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved tha following resolution, and, 
debate arising, it was laid on the table, under the rule: 


181 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be requested to inquire into the expedieney of authoriz- 
ing the Postmaster General, by law, to make such addi- 
tional compensation to the postmaster at Napoleon, Indiana, 
as may appear reasonable for the services performed by that 

t 


officer. ! 

Mr PROFFIT maved the following resolution, which was 
read, and laid on the table one day, under the rule, viz: 

Resolred, That the Secretary of War be directed to furnish 
this House a detailed statement of all expenses incurred in the 
prosecution of the Florida war by the Government of the 
United States, stating the name of the person or persons to 
whom any sum of money has been paid; the amount paid, and 
for what services paid; and, also, the amount of claima for ser- 
vices, losses, damages, and incidental expenses growing out of 
said war, which have been presented to the War Depart. 
ment, or any bureau thereof, and yet remain unsettled and 
unpaid. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report to 
this House what amount of goods have been purchased by the 
Government of the United States from the Ist of January, 1839, 
to the Ist of January, 1840, for the Indians; also, in what man- 
ner said goods were purchased, of whom purchased; also, co- 
pies of all invoices of goods furnished; also, all the correspon- 
dence between the agents of the Government and the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs on the subject of furnishing said goods 
tothe Indians; also, copies of the correspondence between the 
Secretary of War and the said Commissioner, Carey A. Harris, 
for one month previous to the resignation of said Harris; also, 
any correspondence between the Secretary of War and 
the President of the Uuited States on the subject of said corre- 
spondcnee of said Harris. 

On motionof Mr. BROWN of Mississippi, 

Resolced, Thatthe Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing the following post 1oads in the State of Mississippi, to 
wit: From Columbns, by way of Aberdeen, to Houston; from 
Pontotoc,by way of Houston,to Granada; also, from Gainesville, 
Alabama, by way of Wahalak, to Louisville, Mississippi; and 
from Mobile, Alabama, by way of Winchester, Paulding, and 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, to Louiaville, in the same State; and 
from Mississippi city, by way of Pearlington, Columbia, and 
Monticello, to Gallatin, Mississippi; the last mentioned two to 
have the mail carried over them three times a week, in four- 


horse post coaches. À 
BROWN ofiered the following resolutions 


Mr. ALBERT G. 
which lie over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of appointing a Judge for the 
Southern Judicial District ofthe State of Mississippi, and of in- , 
creasing the compensation of the United States District Attor- 
ney for said Disirict. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing 
the compensation of the postmaster atthe city of Jackson, Mis. 
sissippi. 

Me Brown also gave notice that he would, to morrow, ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Alvarez Fisk and the 
legal representatives of Thos. P. Eskridge, deceased. : 

Mr. REYNOLDS offered the following, which lie over: 

Resolved, That a select committee of five be appointed to 
inquire into the expediency of ainending the laws establishing 
the Military Academy at West Puint; so that the cadets gradu- 
ated at sald institution shall have no preference over other citi. 
zens in the appointments to the United States army. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of graduating the price of 
the public lands to actual settlers, and of such lands as have 
been in the market for some time; of to surrender said lands, on 
some equitable terms, to the Statcs In which they are situated. 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 
theexpediency of increasing the salary ofthe Judge of the Dis- 
trict Court of the United States for the district of Illinois. 

Mr. STUART gave notice that he would take occasion to 
move for leave tointreduce a hill granting pre-emptions to ac- 
tual settlers on the public lands. 

Also, a bill for the benefit ofthe Asylum for the Deaf and 
Dumb.in Ilinois. 

Mr. CASEY offered the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill granting a 
bounty in Jand to the organized militiamen, mounted militia- 
men, volunteers, and rangers, who defended the country during 
the late war with Great Britain. 

Mr. HUBBARD offered the following, which lie over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
inga daily line of post coaches for carrying the mail from 
termination of the Georgia railroad westwardly, through t è 
Tennessce valley, to Memphis, so as to form a speedy line of 
communication between, Charleston and Savannah, on the Al- 
lantic, and Memphis, on the Missiseipp?. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a uniform system 
ofbaukruptey in the United States. 

Qn mouon of Mr HURBARD, 

Resolced, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be inatructe-| to inquire into the propriety of placing the name 
of Thomas Fulton, a resident of Lawrence county, Alabama, on 
the pension roll of Revolutionary pensioners, his papers being 
on file m the Pension Agent's Cffice. 

Resolred, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the corps of 
Topographical Engineers, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Port Office and Poat 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Pikesville, Alabama, by way of Millville, 
in Marion county, to Nals Tanyard, Monroe county, Misis- 
sippi. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Russellville, Alabama, to Fulton, 
Mississippi. 

Mr. DOWNING moved the following, which lie over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to cam- 
municate to this House copies of the following correspondence 
and documents: 

} Of Gen. Taylor with Gov. Call. 

2 Of Gen. Taylor and officers under his command with te 


War Nepagtment. ; 
8, Of Governor Call and any other of the local ae 
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at Floraia with the War Department, on the subject of said 
war, and the defeacelees state of the inhabitants of Florida. 

4. The instrections to Gen. Macomb, commiasjoned to adjust 
the differences wyh the Seminole Indians by negotiation, to- 
gether with the repart of said Macomb, and all correspondence 
relaung to that subject. 

A Atm all correspondence on the subject of removing the 
fesalent cotizens at Tampa Bay and Garey's Ferry bey the 
tunes of the military lines of saki posta, together with the in- 
structions to the Marshal of Bast Florida, and his report 


thereon. 

Reso'ret, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 
maswate to this House copies ofthe co ul nee between 
Gea. Hernandez, of the Florida militia, and Cort: Qiles Porter, 
of the Uaited States Army, cemmunieatedto said War Depart- 
ment, an the subject of the defence of the conntry south of St. 
Augustine, together with allthe proceedings of inquiry thereon, 
etl the correspondence with Colonel Crane and uthers on that 
audjert. 

Da maion of Mr. DOWNING, 

Resoteed, That the presentments of the grand juries for the 
eoanty of Calhoun for the spring and fall terms of 1839, be re- 
ferer! to the Committee oo the Territories. 

Resoired, That the papers of Jamee Hudson, claiming a pre- 
emption, be reterral to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Resoired, That the claim of the heirs of James Ormond, 
Fih the vouthers and papers, be referred to the Committee of 

Jama 

Reso'ved, That the claim ef A. Watson be referred to the 
Commitee of Claima. 

On motion of Mr. DOTY, 

Resoired, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing, 
by law, for the transportation of the mail in stages frum Green 
Bat to Fort Winnebago. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of declaring Milwaukie and Ae 
tor, in Wisconsin, ports of entry. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
@tructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a Sur- 
veyor General's office at Madison, tne seat of Government of 
Wisconsin. 

Mr. DOTY moved the fullowing, which lies over: 

Resotred, That the Secretary of War be directed to furnish 
to this House a statement of all investments made by the 
United States for the benefit of Iedians or Indian nations, spe- 


ree whether the same was made otherwise than im gold 
silver. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of lawa, moved the following resolutione, 
which lie over: 

1. Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands inquire 

mo the expediency of granting land fora deafand dumb asy- 
yam in the Territory of low a. 

2. Resoleed, That the Committee on the Public Lands in- 
Quire into the expediency of authorizing Joseph Willams and 
Charles A. Warfield to enter certain lands opposite the town of 
Bloomington, in Iowa, for the purpose of mak:ng a road through 


swampe. 

3 Resolved, That the Secretary of War commonicate to 
Congress such information as he ia possessed of relative to the 
causes requiring troops to guard the payments of annuities to 
Intians on the Des Moines river, as recommended by him; 
whether nnch necessity, if it does exist, has not arisen from the 
fraudulent influence exercised by th- traders over the agent; 
whether the project of furnishing troops dil not originate at 
the agenty. 

4. Resolred, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
mracted to inquire into the ey mma gid of ascertaining the 
Coen boundary of the half-breed tract of Sac and Fox 

ans. 

5. Reaolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate tothis House whether the militia of lowa have 
been ca!led out under the authority of the United States to de- 
tend said Territory; and, if so, whether an appropriation is ne- 
Cenmary to defray the expenses thereof. 

6. Reso!red, That the Committee on the Public Lands be di- 
rected to inquire int the expediency of authorizing the Terri- 
wory of lowa to reclaim inundated lands in said Territory for 
school purposes. 

7. Resotved, That the Secretary of War communicate to 
this Houze what is the probable annual amount of the extra 
freight on goods, =. transpor:e] up and do+n the Mississippi 
river, and which extra f-eight is occasioned by the obstructions 
which the said river offers to boats navigating the same. 

2. What was the highest price paid by the Government dar- 
ing the last summer and fall seasons, fora trip of a steamboat 
from 8+, Louis to Fort Spelling, and back. 

3. What amount of money is usually paid in the recom- 
mencement of the work upon the rapids. 

4. What will be the probable lossto the Government should 
the improvement of the rapids not be progressed in during the 
next reason. 

8. Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be di- 
rected to inqvire into the expediency of separating the appro- 
priation for the improvement of the rapids in the Mississippi 
river from the anpropriation to improve St. Louis harbor. 

9. Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of relinquishing to the 
Territory of lowa the reserved sections at the seat of Govern- 
ment, in lieu of the land usually given new Maies for the eree- 
tion of State buildings. 

19. Resotved, That the Committee an the Public Lands be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of so altering the mode 
of selling the public lands as to obviate the necessity of passing 
retrospective ipo laws. 

Mr. KEMBLFE offered the fellowing resolution, which lies 


over: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of no modifying the laws 
for the collection of the revenue, as to permit the entrance, for 
the benefit of drawback, of goods, wares, and merchandise 
invended to be transported through the territories of the 


United States into adjoining territories of foreign powers 
in amity with the United Btatea, and that they report to this 
Tlouse. 

On mation of Mr. DUNCAN, 

Resoloed, That the Committee of Accounts be required to 
report the amount proper to be paid for horse-hire per day for 
the use of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. HOFFMAN offered the following, which lies over. 

Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Navy be required to 


communicate to this House copies of the reports on file in his - 


office between Captain Kearney, Captain Sloat, and Captain 
Perry, of the United States Navy, and the Board of Naval 
Commissioners, in relation to the erection of a light-house on 
Flynn’s Kioll and Robbin’s Reef, and a beacon on Rome’s 
Shoal, and in relation to Gedney’s channel, all in the bay of New 
York; aleo, copy of a report from the collector of New York in 
relation to the same; and euch other correspondence in refe- 
rence tothe said report as may be on file in’his office. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, offered the following, which lies : 


over: 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
fund for the support of common echoels within said District, 
by an application of a portion ofthe public domain for that pur- 


Mr. CURTIS offered the following, and, pending the same, 
the House adjourned: j 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of an appropriation to purchase 
a lot of land en the eastern side of the New York custom-house 
for the purpose of light and ventilation. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of extending tho privilege of 
drawback, and abolishing distinctions in ports of entry ; also to 
inquire whether it be expedient to establish, by law, a system 
of warehousing upon merchandise, 

On motion of Mr. J. GARLAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims be 
matructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
actof the Sth of July, 1832, entitled “An act to provide for 
liquidating and paying ceriain claims of the State of Virginia,” 
as to embrace officers entitled to five years’ full pay in lieu of 
half pay for life; and that said committee be further instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing for the payment of 
such judgments as have been or may hereafter be recovered 
against the State of Virginia for half pay or commutation 
under the act of the General Assembly of Virginia of 


1779. 
Mr. GRAHAM offered the following, which lies over: 
Resrived, That the President of the United States be re- 


ay, 


quested (if not detrimental to the public interest) to communt- | 


cate tothe House any treaty or other solemn engagements 


which may have recently been executed or proposed ta bene. . 


gotiated by the authority of the Executive with the Seminole 


Indians in relation to that tribe remaining in Florida, to- | 


gether with the names of the Indians who signed such engage- 
ments; and if any lands were proposed to be surrendered to the 
Todians within the limits of that Territory, that the dividing 
boundary lines may be described and dezignated. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill constituting 
the Committee of Elections hereafter in the following manner: 
That the names of all the members of the House of Re- 
presentatives, whose seats are uncontested, shal] be put into a 
box on separate pieces of paper, and drawn singly therefrom 
by a child under ten years old, until the names of nine mem- 


bers be drawn out of the box, no two of whom shal! repre- : 
sent any one State. That the niue members so drawn shall | 


constitute the committee, and be sworn to investigate all the 
facts and laws in relation to each contested election, and 
report the same truly and fairly to the House of Represen- 


tatives. 

Mr. STANLY offered the following resolution, which lies 
over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruet- 


ed to report a bil! repealing so much of the distribution bill, | 


passed in June, 1836, as gives to the Secretary of the Treasury 
the power of recalling the money deposited with the States, and 
releasing 
the General Government. 

On motion of Mr. TRIPLETT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to reporta bill providing for the punishment of public default- 
era, unconnected! with any other subject. 

Also, Resolred, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be directed to inquire into the expeeiency of establishing 
a pension agency in the city of Louisville, in Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting pen- 
sions to those officers and soldiers who were engaged in the 
wars in the West against the Indians, subsequent to the 
close of the Revolutionary war, jand down to the treaty of 
Greenville. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, 

Resvlred, That the Committee @ the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expedtency of establish 
ing by lawa post road, over which shall be carried, in four- 
horse post coaches, the mail three times a week, or every other 
day, Between Greenboro’, in Georgia, and Gainesville, in South 
Carolina, by the way of Lexington, Elberton, Petersburg, on 
the Savannah river, and Anderson Court Houree, in South 
Oarolina. 

On motion of Mr. WRITE, of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the exnediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Perry Court-houee, Kentucky, to Harlan 
Court-house, Kentucky, passing by Breshear’s Salt Works, 
in Perry county, and Captain John Lewis’s house, upon the 
Ltd fork of Cumberland river, in Harlan county, a horse mail 
weekly.’ 

Alsa, a post route from Richmond, Kentucky, to Nicholas- 
ville, Kentucky, crossing the Kentucky river, at the mouth of 
Silver creek, a horse mail weekly. 

Also, to inquire into the expediency of discontinuing the ex- 
isting mail route from Perry Court-house, Kentucky, to Scott 
€ourt-house, Virginia. 

Mr. DAVIS ef Kentucky moved the following resolution; 
which lies over: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to urge upon the Government of her Britannie Majesty 


the States from all obligation to repay said money to : 


to have it settled by treaty stipulation between the Governments 
of the two countries that the local authorities of her Majesty’a 
ions in North America shall, upon the application of 
any citizen of the United Statea, being the owner of any fugi- 
gitive slave which may be within any of said possessions, or 
the agent of such owner, upon proof of the ownership of such 
slave being made, deliver such slave to the owner; and in the 
event of her Mujesty’s Government refusing to settle by treaty 
the principle of delivering up the fugitive slave, then the Presi- 
dent ought to insist upon a treaty stipulation between the two 
Governments, by which that of her Britannic: Majesty shall be 
bound to pay to the owner of any fugitive slave, Whose owner- 
ship may he established, the reasonable value of auch slave 
in the State or Territory from which such slayc may have 
eloped. 
VANS offered the following resolution, which lies over: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing and im: 
mediately constructing the arsenals, forts, fortifications, aad 
| workso! military defence on the frontiers of Maine, recom- 
| mended in the reports of Brig. Gen. Wool and Major J. D, 
| Graham, communicated to the Senate by the Fecretaiy of 
' War, December 31, 1888. : : 
Mr. EVANS offered the following, which lie over: 
j Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
| to thia House copies of the arrangement entered into between 
| the Governor of Maine and Sir John Harvey, Lieutenant Go- 
l vernor of New Brunswick, through the mediation of Major 
| General Scott, in the month of March last, together with copies 
` ofthe instructions given to General Scott, and all correspond- 
; ence with him relating to the subject of controversy between the 
| State of Maineand the Province of New Brunswick. i 
| Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
| tothis House whether any, and if any, what measures have 
heen taken, since tho rejection of the recommendation of the 
King of Holland of a new bine of boundary between the United 
States and New Brunswick, to obtain information in respect to 
the topography of the territory in dispute, hy survey or explo- 
ration of the same en the part of the United States alone; also, 
whether any measures have been adopted whereby the ac- 


curacy ofthe survey lately made under the authority of the 
Britis! Coverment, when commnnicated, may be tested or 
examined. 


pC HOPKINS offered the following resolution, which was 
opted: 

evolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish. 
ingthe following post routes, viz: 

rom Hansonville, in Russell colnty, via Jonathan Wood's, 
to Quillinsville, in the county of Scott. 

From Holston, or Chaney’s Boat Yard, in the county of 
Washington, to Estillville, in the county of Seott. 

From Christiansburg, in the county of Montgomery, to Hille- 
ville, in the county of Grayson. 

From Bickley’s Mills, in the county of Russell, via Pound, to 
Turkey Cove, in the county of Lee. 

From the Cove, in the county of Tazewell, to Bradford, in the 
county of Smyth, 

Mr. OGLE offered the following resolution, which lies 
ever: 

Whereas it appears bza Tepon of the Director of the Mint 
of the United States at Philadelphia, that the capacity of said 
Mint ts sufficient for the annual coinage of $12,000,000, viz. 
half in gold and halt in silver, with an average of two and a half 
pieces to every dollar in value, equal to 90,000,000 pieces, and 
that the force in officers. laborers, servants, machinery, fuel, 
&c. actually maintained at said Mint is eompetent to the 
yearly coinage of $6,000,000, allowing an abundant proportion 
of small coins: 

And whereas it further appears that, in the coinage of 
$12,000.000 at said Mint, the average nett expense wonld not 
exceed SS cents in every $100 irade into coin, whilet the ave- 
rage nett expense in the cuinage of but $2,000,000 rises to the 
sum of $2 40 for every $100 coined, the cost of coinage per 
Se being always in proportion to the actual amount 
coined: 

And whereas the greatest amount in value coined in any one 
year (1835) at said mint was $7,764,900, and the average annual 
rum coined since the establishment of the same does not exceed 
$1,699,613 62, The coinage for the year 1838 at said Mint 
amounted in value to $3,979,217, composed of 15,336 518 
| pieces, a an average nettexpense of $72,000, being a fraction 
over l$ per centnm, viz. 


Salaries of officers and clerks . . $20,400 
Wages of workmen - - 23,000 
Wastage on gold and silver . - 13,000 
Incidental expenses . - - 26,500 

7 882,900 
Gain on copper coinage - . - 10,000 
Actual expenses  - - - $72,900 


The coinage for 1839 at raid Mint amounted to $3,021,170 1}, 
composed of 9.260.215 pieces, at an average nett expense of 
965.700. or a fraction over two per centum. 


' And whereas the coinuge ofthe three Branch Mints of the 


Unitel states, for the year 1338, amounted to $227,323, com- 
posed of 443 793 pieces, at an average nett expense of $90,800, 


' or within a fraction of forty per centnm, viz: 
Branch at New Orleans. 


Salaries of officers - - . * $12,900 
Jaborergs - > $ : i 22,000 
Wastage and contingent expenses - 27,100 
$62,000 

Branch at Charlotte. : 
Salaries of officera - . . - $6,000 
Wages of laborers - . - à 3,600 
Wastage and contingent expenses . 5,400 
$15,000 

Branch at Dahlonega. : 
Ralaries of officers - . - - $6,050 
Wages of laborers - . . . 3800 
Wastage and contingent expenses 4,000 
$13,800 


The coinage of said three Branch Mints for the year 1939, 
amounted to $518,807 50, composed of 2,475,853 pieces, at an 
average nett expense of 820,60, or within a fraction of fifteen 
per centum, viz, 


Compensation to officers and clerks, 
Pay of laborers : $ > 
Waatage and contingent expanses, 


£0 600 

Therefore, be it resolved, That a select conimittes, to con- 
sist of members, be raised oa the subject of coinage, aod 
that said committee be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of discontinuing operations at the several Branch Mints 
of the United States, with leave to report by bill or other- 
wise. © $ 

Mr. OGLE also offered the following resvlutions, which lie 
over’ 

Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Treasury be directed to 
communicate to this House coptes of all correspondence on file 
in tha: Department, relative to the management and operations 
ofthe Branch Mint at New Orleans; an , also, to report to this 
House the alleged abuses at the said Branch Mint, which gave 
rise to the late investigation by the United States District At- 
torney at New Orleans; and that the said Secretary be directed 
to communicate copies of all the testimony taken in the pro- 
gress of said investigation, and the report made thereon by said 
District Attorney, with the action of the Government in relation 
thereto. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed 
to inquire whether it would be constitutional and expedient to 
rubject the baking institutions chartered by the respective 
States to the provisions of a general bankrupt law, agreeably to 
a suggestion of President Van Buren in his message to the 
Congrees, in the session of 1837; and, further, to inguire 
whether the commerce, trade, and business of the people of 
the United States can be conveniently transacted and carried 
on Witn a currency exclusively metallic; and, if not, whether it 
would be constituconal and beneficial to the public interesis to 
provide one currency for the officers and contractors under 
the Generali Government, and another currency for the officers 
an! peuple of the several States. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON effered 
laid over, under the rule: 

Resolved, That each of the United States being à party to the 
national compact, possesees an interest in the public domain in 
proportion tothe Federal population of each, or in the terms of 
the compact, according to the usual respective proportion of the 
ge seral charge and expenditure. 

Resolved, That those States in whose favor Congress has 
nat made appropriations of the public domain for the purposes 
of education, are entitled to such appropriations a3 will corre- 
apond in a just proportion with those heretofore made in behalf 
of other Ltates. 

Resolved, That the entire proceeds of sales of the public 
lands of the United States should constitute a fund to be dis- 
tributed, upon some fair and equitable principle, to all the 
S.ates of the Union, to be applied by the States severaliy to 
pomote general education, to be applied to purposes of in- 
ternal improvement, or to be expended as the wisdom of each 
Btate may think best calculated to promote its welfare. 

Resolved, That the policy indicated in the foregoing reso: 
lutions would have the tendency of checking the wasteful 
and profligate expenditures by the Federal Government, and 
would, at the same time, leave abundant means in the Trea- 
sucy to carry on liberal:y and + tiiciently all the necessary 
operations of Government, according to the genius and spirit of 
the Constitution, and the letter and intention of the various acts 
of cession, 

Resolred, That Committee report one or more bills 
in accordance with the provisions of the foregoing reso- 

utions. 


the following, which were 


The following ‘petitions, presented on the Gih February by 
Mr. P. J. Waonegr. were omitted in that day’s proceediogs: 
Tie petition of Desire Jolly, widow of William Jolly, a sol- 
dier of the Revolution, praying for an increase of pension. Of 
Martha MoMasters, widow of Hugh McMasters, a soldier of 
the Revolution, praying for arrears of pension. Of Effe Van 
Ness, widow of Garret.Van Ness, an officer of the Revolution, 
raying fora pension. Of George Newton, of Fulton county, 
ew York, a soldier in the late war with Great Britain, pray- 
ing to be restored to the invalid pension roll. Of Mary and 
Efizabeth Odell, only surviving children of A. W. Odell, who 
was a captain and major in the late war, and died of wounds 
received in sail war, praying for five years’ full pay for the 
services of their father. Of Charles ukerk, stating that he 
held a commission in the United States army in 1814, and that 
at the battle of Oswego, New York, in said year, the enemy 
took from him ali his effects, consisting of money, clothing, &c. 
for which he prays relief. Of Noah Yale and others, citizens 
of Monwomery county, New York, praying for reduction of 
postage, ‘and the abolition of the franking privilege. Of the 
ira at law of Jellis Fonda, praying compensation for property 
belonging to said Fonda, which was destroyed ia the Mohawk 
Valley, New York, by the common enemy, in the Revolutionary 
war. Of Esther Lefferts, late widow of William 8. Thom, de- 
ceased, a lieutenant in the Revolutionary army, praying pay- 
ment of the commutation of half-pay, to which her said former 
husband was entitled. Of Joshua Webster and others, citizens 
of New York, praying that Simon D. Kitule, of Montgomery 
county, New York, be released from a judgment of $20,000, 
obtained against him by the United States, as surety for Al- 
phonso Wetmore. late paymaster in the United Bates army. 
Also, the petitions, for relief, of Brigadier General Peter ©. 
Fox, aad of Mrs. Elizabeth Davidson; the former for services, 
&c. inthe late war with Great Britain, and the Jatter for a pen- 
si:m for services of her deceased husband, G. Davidson, in the 
Revolutionary war. 

Among the petitions presented by Mr. LoweLL of Maine, 
on the 13th of January, are the following, namely: Jacob Ste- 
vens, any other inhabitants of Crawford. Maine, for the esta- 
ishment of a mail route from Machias, or East Machias, to 
Crawford: referred to the Committee onthe Post Office and 
Post Roads. Captain Henry B. Nones, and other officers 
of the United States revenue cutiec Albert, that the laws giving 
pensions to the widows of deceased officers and seamen, in 
the naval service, may be extended to the widows of deceased 
officers and seamen in the revenue service: referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. Zebediah Rich, and ninety- 
eight others, for an appropriation to erect a light-houge on 
Bass Harbor Head, in the State of Maine: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. J. B. Knight, owner of the scooner 
Martha, of Eas: port, Maine, for an allowance of fishing bounty 
on said vessel, for the time ahe was employed in the fehing ser. 
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vice: referred to the Committee on Commerce. Polly Ham- 
ikon, widow of Richard Hamilton, deceased, that the pension 
of her late husband may be continued to her: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Robert C. Stickney, 
Postmaster at Milltown, in Calais, Maine, praying an allowance 
for carrying the mail from the Calais Post Office, to the Miil- 
town Office, from the first day of July, 1837, to the 30th of 
March, 1839: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


The following is the Select Committee on the 
Tobacco Trade, appointed in pursuance of resolu- 
tion: 

Mr. JENIFER, of Maryland. 

COLES, of Virginia. © 
SERGEANT, of Pennsylvania. 
DAWSON, of Georgia. 
CARROLL, of Maryland. 
GRINNELL, of New York. 
TRIPLETT, of Kentucky. 
PARISH, of Odio. 

MILLER, of Mi:souri. 


IN SENATE, 
Torspay, February 11, 1840. 


The CHAIR submitted a report from the Secre- 
tary of War, showing the expenditures at the na- 
tional armories, and the aras manufactured for 
the year 1839; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of a 
number of cit'zens of Paulding county, Georgia, 
praying the establishment of a mail route; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Pı st Roads. 

Mr TAPPAN presented the memorial of James 
M. Morgan, praying compensation for his services 
as bearer of despatches fiom the Governcr of the 
Territory of Iowa to the Secretary of State; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the me- 
morial of Simeon‘Giron, on the files of the Senate, 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. : 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the documents in 
relation to the claims of Samuel Mackey, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Jobn P. 
Dunk'ee; which was referred 10 the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. D. also presented the memorial of a nomter 
of merchants of Boston, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, praying that steam packets may be allowed 
to transport a greater number of passengers. to the 
ton than is now ellowed by law; which was refer- 
red to the Commit ee on Commerce. 


BLOODHOUNDS IN FLORIDA. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
the representatives of the religious Society of 
Friends in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Dela- 
ware, and also fourteen memorials from cilizens 
of the ei y and county of Philadelphia, remonstrat- 
ing against the employment of bloodhounds in the 
war against the Seminole Indians; and moved 
their reference to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. BENTON said he wished to say a few 
words in relation to these memorials, He sup- 
posed they were like some other memorials, a large 
proportion of whose signers were women and chil- 
dren. He wou'd say that the Government contem- 
plated ro such thing as that prayed against by these 
memorialists; and they were, thecefore, migd:rected 
when thry sert them here. If some individuals of 
the Territory o! Fioridahave imported such animals 
ss 'hose mentioned ia the memorials, it has been 
dene without the consent or knowledge of the Go- 
vernment. He was, therefore, opposed to a reie- 
rence to a committee, requiring them to act on a 
subject which had no existence in point of fact. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had presented these 
memorials, expecting that they would be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, without a 
single remark, knewing that they could and would, 
in a report of a dczen lines, exonerate the Govern- 
ment from this heavy charge. He could himself 
have assured the memoriali-ts that these blood- 
hounds had been imported without the knowledge 
of the War Department; but he preferred it to come 
in a more cfficial shape—as the report of a commit- 
tee. Ifhig friend frem Missouri would examine 
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these memorials, he would ascertain that they were 

_ signed by many of the most respectable and best in- 
formed citizens of Philadelphia, without distinction 
of religious sect or political party. There were no 
women and children, as he had supposed, among 
the memorialists. 

Mr. BENTON said he would admit the signers 
of these memorials were among the best of men, 
but he felt disposed to question their title to wis- 
dom, ‘They were not well informed; in fact they 
were worse off than if they possessed no informa- 
tion at all; f: r what they possessed was false. The 
Government, so far from doing what was insinu- 
ated in these memorials, had no knowledge what- 
ever of it. So far from ordering these bloodhounds, 
they did not even kaow that it was done, until they 
heard of it, as the rest of us have done, throagh the 
newspapers. Having made these remarks, he was 
content that the Senate should take whatever 
course they thought the proper one. They might 
be sent to the Military Committee, or to the War 
Department, where they would probably be sent, 
if referred to that committee. 

Mr. PRESTON said he had keard with surprise 
and satisfaction the declarations of the honorable Sa- 
nators, on this subject, whose authority is undoubted, ` 
possessed as they are of such authentic sources of 
information. He, in common with many others, 
was impres-ed with the belief that these animals 
were imported, if not by the direction, at least with: 
the sanction, of the Government, and he was glad 
to hear this explicit disavowal. He would wish, 
however, that declarations equally explicit were . 
made as to the intentions of the Department in re- 
lation to these animals, now that they were in the 
country; whether the Government intended to em- 

loy them or not. 

Mr. BENTON read the memorial of the Society 
ef Friends, in which they prayed that Congrees 
would put an end to the war in Fl-rida, by extend- 
ing to the Seminoles the hand of friendship. 
Mr. B. said he knew that there were no better peo- . 
ple in the world than the Quakers. He was ra sed _ 
among them, and knew them well. Bat how 
wretchedly were they mis:nformed of the character 
of these Indians, when they supposed that 
by holding out the hand of friendship we - 
could terminate this war! Mr. B. then re- 
ferred to the treachery of the Indians during the 
last year, when an attempt was made to end the 
war amicably. They had invited Col. Harney to 
establish a trading house, which being done, they 
had surprised the post in the hour af darkness, and 
massacred every individual they could lay hands 


on. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said the longer he lived, the 
more he was opposed to wars and fighting, and 
he would rejoice at the approach of the day when no 
resort would be necessary to such sanguinary mea- 
sures. But, from the course which had been pur- 
sued in the Senate and’ elsewhere, he felt bound to 
say that his views were different from those of 
many others on the subject under discussion. 
As a member of Congress, or if he was connected 
with the Executive, he would not recommend a re- 
course to the measure which has been so much de- 
nounced; but if he was an inhabitant of that 
Territory, whose fields were devastated, and 
whose women and children were butchered by 
the ferocious and wily savage, be would think it no 
more a crime, if he had a trusty dog, to race the 
lurking Indian to his lair, than he would to shoot 
him dowa when he found him. He confessed that 
he could see no objection to use these anima's, 
which would not equally Jie against the use of 
what are considered legitimate means of warfare. 
Hc lding these opinions, he felt bound in candor to 
express them. If the inhabitants of Florida have 
‘rescried to this means of terminating a protract- 
ed and destructive war, it was not the first lime 
that bloodhounds had been employed on this conti- 
nent in the contests with Indians. He would pledge 
himself, if necessary, to produce statute books ef f 
some of our States,in which a premium was offered s 
for raising bloodhounds for the express purpose o 
hunting dewn Indians. eat 

Mr. BUCHANAN said hehad purposely refi ained 
fram entering intéa discussion of this subject, bat 
wou'd anly ray that the peop'e of the çountry had 
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a right to be informed concerning it, and the com- 
mittce to which he proposed to refer these memo- 
rials, was the be:t source to which we could apply 
for that isformation. 

The memorials were then referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, February 11, 1840. 


After the reading of the journal, 
Mr. ADAMS inquired of the Cuair the reason 


; why his decision was not recorded on the journal 


number of citizens of Wisconsin, praying the con- | 
strnction cf a harbor at Mulwaukie; which was _ 


referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented four memorials of | 


inhabitants of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, 


praying the impesition of a moderate duty on im- | 
ported silks; which was referred to the Committee ` 


on Finance. 
Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of a 
nomber of the cit'zens of the Stateof New York, 


praying the passage of a general bankrupt law; — 


which was referred to the Committee on the Jadi- 
ciary. 


Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of James 


Pierce, praying an allowance of bounty land; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred — 

ha petition of Join Morton and John F. Lar- 
rable; 

The memorial of Joseph Radcliff; 

The petition of David Taylor; 

The petition of Thomas Etliot!; and 

The pst tion of Britton Evans; 
made, severally, adverse reporis upon the same; 
which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee onthe Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph Roby; 
which wes read, and crdered to a second reading 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee cn ! 
the Public Lands, to which was referred a bill to |! 


awhor ze the Legislatore of the State of Louisiana |: 


io tell the lands heretofore appropriated fur the use 


of schools within that State, reported the same with- ` 


out amendment. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the President’s message on 
the subject, reported a bill to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Trezsory to refund the duties collected 


on the French ship Alexandre; which was read, : 


and or fered to a second reading. 


the Library, to whieh was referred the subj-ct, re- ' 
ported a bi'l ‘o regulate duties upon the importa- | 


lion productions of the fioe arts; which was read, 
and ordered to a seccnd reading. 

Mr. FULT JN, from the Committee on the Pab- 
lic Lancs, t which was referred a biil to perfect 
tit'es to landssouth of the Arkansas river, held 
under New Madrid Iccations and pre-emption 
rights, uncer the act of 1814, repcrted it without 
amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
Claims, asked tu be discharged frem the further 
consideration of the petition of Seymour Treat; 
which was agreed ta. 

Mr. YOUNG, agreeably to notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to iatroduce a bill to amend the act 
entitled “an act to amend an act entitled ‘an act for 
laying off the towns of Fort Madison and Bor- 
lington, in the county of Des Moines, and the 
towns of Belleview, Du Buque, and Peru, in the 
county of Du Buque, Territory of Wisconsin, and 
for other pnrpeses, approved March 3, 1837; ” 
which was twice read, and re-erred to the Com- 
mittee on the Pablic Lands. 

The bill to regulate the issuing and circulating 
of bank paper ia the District of Columbia was read 
the second time, and, on motion of Mr. TAPPAN, 
it was ordered to lie on the table. : 

The resolutions submitted some days since by 
Mr. Linn, were taken up, considered,and agreed to. 
ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 

The report of the Select Committee, to which 
was reterred the resolu:ion of Mr. Benton and 
the resolation of Lempgin, on the subject of the 
assumpiicn of the State debts by the General Go- 
vernmen', being the special ordcr of the day, was 
taken up. 

Mr. ALLEN a‘dressed the Senate at great length 
apd with much ability, on the principles of the 1e- 
pert; when The Senate adjourned. 


ee, 


i in relation to the recoluti f Mr. RnerTT, touch- 
Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorialof a bene ee ee 


ing the slaves liberated by the authorities of the 
iland of Cuba, taken from the American vessel 
Enterprise; and the resolution of Mr. Davis of 
Kentucky, proposing a negotiation wi:h the British 
Government for the surrender of fugitive slaves in 
possession of her local authorities on this con- 
tinent. 

The CHAIR stated that it was not usual to in- 
sert in the journal the opinions of the SPRAKER as 
to whether certain resolutions came within the 
rales, unless an appeal was taken from his de- 
cision. 

After some irregular conversation in relation to 


- the point of fact at issue, 


Mr. ADAMS argued at some length to show the 
propriety of recording ali decisions of the SPEAKER 
growing out of the rule disposing of matters relating 
to the question of slavery. That rale wes liable to 
different constractions, and he wou'd be under the 


. Necessity of calling on the Speaker to decide upon 


all propositions which in his mind seemed to come 
witbia its vortex; and he was desirous that in every 
instance of construction under it, the decision should 
be placed on the journal. He would require that it 


' should be placed there, not only for the purpose of 


; to change his vote. 


showing to what extent the great right of petition 
was infringed by that ru!e, but because the Consti- 
tution, which directs a journal of pro- 
ceedings to be kept by the House, de- 
manced it. Important facis of the presentation 
of resolutions of a sovereign State, when rejected 
by the mere fiat of the Speaker, under the rule, 
should be entered on the journal. Mr. A. then 
cited an instance of the presentation of resolutions 
of the State of Missouri, by a representative from 
that State, and some proceedings had as to its 
reception; and not a vestige of such fact was to be 


; seen on the journal, or even inthe papers of the 
! city. 
| Cisions of the Speaker, on the inquiries made by 


If he had known, on yesterday, that the de- 


him, would not have been entered on the journal, 


ji w! taken land t i 
Mr. PRESTON, from the Joint Committee on | Re Yor a aTe Take. omappesl and: the morion 


and decision would, of necessity, have been en- 
tered. Sach would be his course hereafier. The 
amendment he now proposed was a matter of 
fact. 

Mr. A. then presented his amendment, in sub- 
stance as follows: 

“Mr. Apams requested the decision of the 
Speaxer whether the resolution [each resolution] 
d d not come within the rule lately adopted in rela- 
tion to Abolition petitions. 

“The Sreaxer decided [in each case] that it did 
not. 

“Mr A. then requested that the decision of the 
Spraxer should be entered on the journal” 

Tue SPEAKER requested the gentlemen in the 
aisles to take their seats while he made a short 
explanation. The Crair had not told the gentle- 
man from Massachusetis that he would not make 
the entry in the journal that he desired. He told 
him that the rescluton wou'd te entered, if re- 
ceived; bet that an entry of the opinions of the 
Cuair with regard to its character would not, un- 


| der the invar'able practice of the House, appear 


on the journal, unless an appeal was taken. 

Mr. ADAMS said he did not hear the SPEAKER 
make any such decision yesterday. On the con- 
trary, he, by his silence, gave him to understand 
that the entry would be made. If he had not un- 
derstood the Speaker so, he would have appealed. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON of Maryland rose to 
explain the reasons which would induce him 
The remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, which pointed out 
the course he intended to pursue, compelled him 
reluctantly to say that he should vote against the 
cerreciion of the journal. This circums'ance, toge- 
ther with what the Speaxer had informed them 
with regard to the uniform practice of the Honse, 
not to make such entries on the journal, unless in 
case of an appeal, would induce him to vote against 
the gentleman’s motion. @ 


ne ge a 


Mr. ADAMS observed, that to say, and straight 
unsay, was one of the characteristics of the gentle- 
man from Maryland, (Mr Joxnson.] I now, said 
Mr. A. in consequence of his change of the gen- 
tleman’s vote, because Iı ive been compelled to 
speak of his political cr).ital resolution as it de- 
serves, ask for the yeas an nays on the question. 

Mr. TURNEY then : ved to lay the amend- 
ment on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS called {`r the yeas and nays, 
which being ordered, the question was taken and 
resulted—yeas 115, nays 521 

So the amendment was laid on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS then inquired whether, under the 
resolution passed by the House some days ago, pe- 
titions would not be order until the 15th of this 
month. 

The SPEAKER said they were in order, and 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Mason] had the 
floor on the question of referring the petition pre- 
sented by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Davis] 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, with instruc- 

tions. 

The motion of Mr. Cassy to refer the memorial 
of the National Road Convention, held at Terre 
Haute, Indiana, to the Complittee of Ways and 
Means, with instructions $Ò report a bill appro- 
priating $150,000 to each of the S'ates of Ohio, In- 
diana, and I|#mois, to be ekpended on the Camber- 
land road, wak taken up y when 

Mr. MASON addregSed the House at great 
length in favor of thesesolutions of instruction to 
the Committe¢ of Wags and Means. The continu- 
ation of the Cumbgtland road was a subject the 
most interesting tø the p-ople of the new States 
that could be Uroyeht before Congress. It was a 
measure which Aad received the favor of every 
Administration, from that of Mr. Jefferson down to 
the present time. Distinguished gentlemen of both 
polit.cal parties had often recorded their names in 
the yeas and nays in favor of it. Mr. M. alluded 
to the votes of Mr. Camsrenena, the chairman of 

the Committee of Ways and Means of the former 
House of Representatives, and other distinguished 
supporters of the Administration. He alluded to 
these circumsiances to show his sincere desire to 
disembarrass this subject of party considerations, 
and adverted to the criminations and recrimations 
which would result from mixing up party politics 
with this question. In his opinion, gentlemen of 
neither political party could lose any political 
standicg by supporting this measure. He denied 
that this quesiion had been suddenly and uaneces- 
sarily sprung on the House, as alleged by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina; for the emission by the 
Secretary of the Treasury to inseit an appropria- 
tion for this object in his estimates, was an ample 
justifica'ion of the motion made by the gentleman 
from Illinois. Added to this, were the strong me- 
morials on this subject, which had already been 
presented to the House. It had been objected, 
also, by the gentleman from South Carolina, that 
these instructions were mandatory on the commit- 
tee, without regard to the resources of the Treasury. 
Mr. M. went on to show that this was not the 
case, and hoped that no gentleman would vate 
against these ins‘ructions, under such a mi-appre- 
hension. Mr. M. next proceeded at length to ex- 
plain the grounds on which the friends of this mea- 
sure asked for an appropriation from Congress, 
beginning with the compacts with the new States, 
the terms of which he undertook to exp'ain, and re- 
ferring to the recognition of the constitutionality 
and expediency of the road, by the solema acts of 
the Maryland, Virginia, and Pennsylvania Le- 
gislatures. After an argument to show that 
it was the duty of the Federal Government 
to carry out the terms of the compact, he contended 
that the Cumberland road was no part of the inter- 
nal improvement and tariff system which was such 
a bugbear to Southern pcliticians, and the death 
kneil of which they congratulated themselves with 
having sounded. He invited Southern gentlemen 
to enter into an argument with him on this point, 
telling them that neither they nor their constitwents 
understood the true merits of this question. Mr. 
M. referred to the opinions of General Jackson in 
his velo of the Maysville road bill, to show that 
there was no necessary connection hetween the 
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by public documents, that the lands had not an- 
swered the parposcs of their destination. The 
debts of the Revolution had been hquida'ed with 
the moneys received from the cu:toms, and not oul 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, as 
the States who ceded them intended. In the old 
States, said Mr. P. we have made our own roads 
without calling on the General Government to as- 
sist us; and if gentlemen will show me a constitu- 
tional power for repaying to the Siate of Maine 
what she has expended for making of roads, I will 


Cumberland road and thetarif and internal im- 
provement system; and in connection with this-part 
of his argument, quoted also the opinions of Mr. 
Catnoun. After deprecating the prejudices ex- 
isting against this great measure, and the lamenta- 
ble want of information on the subject, he earnestly 
appealed to members to examine deeply into it, 
assuring himself that on being possessed of the re- 
quisite information, they would not fail to give to 
it their hearty sapport. 

Mr. PARRIS of Maine observed that, if he was 
to judge from the remarks of the gentleman who 
had just taken his seat, he would infer that all his 
batteries were directed towards the members from 
the South for inter posing their objections to the con- 
stitulionality of appropriations for the Cumberland 
road. Now he, (Mr. P.) as a Representative 
from the North, would interpose his objections on 
constitutional grounds, as against the injustice and 
inexpediency of making further expenditures for 
this measure. The gentleman from Ohio had 
made a very able and eloquent speech to prove, 
what no one denied, that the new States were en- 
titled, under the compact made with them at the 
time they were admitted into the Union, to 5 per 
cent. of the nett proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands within their limits, to be applied to the mak- 
ing of roads leading to them. No one denied that 
these were the terms of the compact made with 
these States when they were admitted into the Union. 
Bat another question arose: Had the General 
Government performed its part of the compact ? 
From the public documents now on file, he should 
now endeavor to show that this Government had 
long since performed all that was required of it by 
the compact. Mr. P. first read from a report 
made by a committee of the Senate in December, 
1815, defining the terms of the compact and the ob- 
ligations of the Government under it—after which, 
he referred to the act of the 34 of March, 1803, by 
which Congress appropriated 3 per cent. of the 5 

r cent. fand for laying out and making roads 
leading to the State of Onio. T+ wou!d now (Mr. 
P. said) refer gentlemen to the document from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, laid before the House 
during the last Congress, which gives, as the result, 
the whcle amount of the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands, and the amount appropriated for 
making this road. The gentleman from Ohio expected 
an appropriation foanded on the contract. Now 
this document would show that the contract had 
been more than complied with. ‘The two per cent. 
fund was to make a road leading to the State of 
Ohio; and the three per cent. was to make roads 
through it. This he understood to be the compact 
with the State of Ohio at the time she was admit- 
ted into the Union. Now he would call the atten- 
tion of the Hcuse to the amount of this fund, and 
the amount she had received out of it. The two per 
cent. fand amounted to Jess than ore millicn of 
do'lars, and the S:ate had received fi rom the Tiea- 
sary of the United States six minions five hundred 
thousand dellars, being five and a half millions 
more than she was entitled to under the compact. 
This did not include the three per cent. fund which 
rever had been expended on the road, but 
remained at the di posal of the Sates. This 
three per cent. fund would amount to 
one million five hundre.! thousand dollars; and this 
amount the State of Ohio had drawn from the pub- 
lic Treasury. Including the two per cent. under 
the compact, the three States who now asked an 
appropriation, would be entitled to two and a half 
millions of dollars only, when they had received 
ever five anda half millions. These three States, 
Ohio, Indiana, and Ilinois, owed the General Go- 
vernment, upon every principle of equity, five and 
a half millions of dollars. But it seemed that they 
were not satisfied wih this large sum, but still 
asked for more; and, according to the statements 
laid on the tables of members, it would require 
about eight millions to complete this road, in addi- 
tion to what had already been expended. If he 
understood the matter correctly, the public lands 
were not given to the Federal Government to be 
appropriated in this way. They were ceded by 
Virginia, and other States, not for the purpose of 
making roais, but for the poipore of liquidating 
the debts of the Revolution; and it could be shown 


making the appropriations that are now asked 
for. The fact being admitted that the pub- 
liclands had not answered the purposes of their 
destination—that they had not paid the expense of 
their acquisition, and the charges on them, while 
the debt of the Revolution wes paid out of the cus- 
toms—it would be worth while to inquire from 
whom these customs were collected. Mr. P. here 
quoted documentary evidence to show the propor- 
tion of the customs paid in his State, as well as in 
the States of Ohio, Indiana, and I'linois. The re- 
sult, he said, was, that Maine had paid three hun- 
died dollars into the Treasury, where these three 
States had paid one. 
amount abstracted from the State cf Maine, in the 
shape of customs, had been made up to her in the 
buiiding of light-houses, forts, navy yards, &c. 
This, however, was not the fact. These pubic 
works were constructed for the general gocd of the 
whole, and not for the peculiar benefit of the 
State of Maine. But, supposing this were the 
case, how would it contrast with great amoun’s 
expended for the exclusive benefits of the new 
States. The publ’c docnments showd that the 
three Western States he had mentioned had re- 
ceived four hundred dol'ars out of the public Trea- 
sury for every dollar they had paid into it. Since 
gentlemen could not but be satified that they had 
received more for this road than was due them un- 
der the compact, he would ack them uncer what 
clause of the Constitution they expected more. He 


clusively local and sectional in their operation. 
Was it to be found in that part of the Constitution 
which gave Congress the power to provide for the 
common defence and general welfare? Was 
it under the clause which gave Congress the 
power to establish post offices and pot roads? 


clauses of the Constitution, but he now understood 
that the advocates of this measure relied solely on 
the compact. The terms of the crmpact hav ng 
been cemp'etely fulfilled, I contend, said Mr. ©. 
that we have no constitutional power to make fur- 
ther appropriations for this object, unless the road 
is under the exclusive jurisdiction of the General 
Government. Now, he would ask what power 
they had to assume exclusive jurisdiction over this 
road? There was no part of the Constitution 


the Cumberland road, or any other rocd In 1825, 
an appropriation for this road was before Corgress, 
and he was happy to find that there was one act 


of commendation, and that was his veto of the bill. 
Mr. Pf here read some extracts from Mr. Mon- 
roe’s veto mesage. This was the language, he said, 
of Mr. Monrce in 1825, and he presumed that no 
gentleman friendly to the road now justified appro- 
priations for it on the grounds of their constitution- 
ality, but claimed them under the compact. It 
was sufficiently 


deral Government, and that the three States now 


millions and a half of dollars more than they were 
entitled to. At ene time we are tell, said Mr. P. 
that we are bound to make this road by the terms 
of the compact; and at another time, that it will 
bind the Union more firmly together. Was this 
Union, he woald ask, only kept together by the 
money expended on different sections of it? Was 
that the only tie which bound the Westem country 
tothe Union? He could not believe it. He held 
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then te able to find a constitutional power for | 


But it had been said that the | 


which gave Congress exclusive jurisdiction over | 


of Mr. Monroe’s administration that was worthy | 


would ask what c'ause of the Constitation gave | 
Congress the power to make appropriations ex- _ 


Or was it under the power to regulate commerce? 
He was aware that the power to appropriate mo- ` 
ney for this road had been c'aimed under all these | 


shown that these compacts had ` 
been folfilled, and more than fulfilled, by the Fe- |; 


asking for further appropriaticns had received five | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


185 


that this Union was bound together by stronger ties 
than dollars and cents. 

When this road was originally contemplated by 
Mr. Jefferson, whose authority the gentleman from 
Ohio quoted in support of his argument, it was 
never intended that it should be a magnificent 
structure, costing fifteen or twenty thousand do!- 
lars a mile, as it has cost. Jt was never contem- 
plated that such a splendid system of internal im- 
provements should grow out of it. If they had 
confined themselves to the true understanding of 
the compact, they would have had a very conve- 
nient road completed by this time, not costing more 
than the amonnt due them. To show, however, 
how far this had been exceeded, Mr. P. re’erred 
to the documents, which stated the amount neces- 
sary to complete this road at seven millions eight 
hundred and ninety-six thousand dollars and some 


| odd cents. 


Mr. P. also referred to the same documents to 
show the cost of this road per mile; by which it 
appeared that on one section of the road in the 
State of Indiana, the cost of one mile of it 
amounted to the enormous sum of $460,000, and 
the next mile was estimated to cost $211,000. 
Would it, then, be contended by any gentleman in 
that House that the Federal Government was 
bound under the compact to enter into such a costly 
and splendid sysiem of internal improvement as 
ihi? Ele had, however, Mr. P. continued, said 
more on this subject than he intended when he rose, 
and he would therefore detain the House no 
longer. 

Mr. HOFFMAN then intimated an intention of 
addressing the House on the subject; and, on his 
motion, The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 


Wenwnespay, February 12, 1840. 
Mr. YOUNG presented addit onal documents in 


' the case of the Mormons, which, with those hereto- 
. fore presented, were referred to the Committee on 


the Judiciary. 
Mr. TAPPAN presented an additonal docu- 


` ment in relation to the claim of James G. Morgan; 


; a division of the Territory. 


l 


i 


| which was referred to +h: Committee on Clains. 


Mr. T. also presented the petition of Eliza A. 
Melon; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the petition of 
James E. Dav's, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of J. B. 
Zander, which was referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a document in rela- 
tion to the claim of Francis Laventure; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lancs. 

FLORIDA TERRITORY. 
Mr. WALKER presented a memorial from in- 


` habitants of the Territory of Florida, praying -for 


the admission of that Tersitory into the Union as a 
sovereign State, 

Mr. W. said it would ke reccllected that, some 
time since, he had presented to the Senate a me- 
morial from citizens of East Florida, praying for 
He at that time 
moved to lay it on the table, in the anticipation of 
presenting, in a short time, a petition for the ad- 
mi-sion of the Territory into the Union, with the 


| view that both papers might be referred to a select 


committee, who would then have the whole subject 
befere them. In accordance with the understand- 
ing at that time, he would now move that the me- 
morial formerly presented, and the oce just sub- 
mitted, should be referred to a select committee of 
tive members. 

Mr. DAVIS said ke saw no reason why this 
should not take the usual course of similar memo- 
rials, which had always been referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALKER said that the precedents were 
as often one way as the other, and the. efore could 
have no weight. 

Mr. DAViS said it was a matter of no conse 
quence to bim to what committee this subject was 
referred; but, until he heard some reasons for a 
parting from that course, he must insist that the 
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reference to a standing committee Scns ae Se eo ee eG a this body was 
the proper course. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that it must be ap- 
parent to the Senate that this question was not so 
exclusively within the jarisdicuon of the Commit- 
tee on the Judic‘ary as- pretended by the Senator 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Davis.) The question 
whether the Territory should be now admitied into 
the Union, which was one branch of the inquiry, or 
not, was of little consequence compared to the 
question of the division of the Territory, which was 
deeply connected with their future prosperity and 
happiness. This question of division was one of 
the subjects proposed to be referred, and he thought 
it was evident this was not an appropriate subject 
for reference to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. SEVIER said he had but little to say on this 
subject of reference; but he would tell Senators, 
openly and above board, when the question of ad- 
mission came up, he would nct vote for the admis- 
sion of any free State, without admitting, at the 
same time, a slave State. When Iowa came in, 
East Florida must come in; and when Wisconsin 
came in, another slave State must come in, if they 
expected to gethis vote for the admission. This 
‘was the eourse pursued in the case of Michigan 
and Arkansas, and this was the course that would 
be pursued in future. It was the only course 
which would preserve the balance of power, and 
protect the interest of the slave States on this floor, 
which was their last refuge. He had no conceal- 
ments on this subject, and disdained to be beating 
about the bush. 

Mr. DAVIS said ke liked to see the candor of 
the gentleman from Arkansas—[Mr. Sevier And 
I should lise to see it met by a similar sprit-} He 
wanted this subject referred to a committee who 
would consider it impartially; and from the g virgs 
out, it was evident ths would not be the ‘case if 
referred to a select commiit:e. He asked for the 
yeas and nays on the question of referring to the 
Ccmmittee on the Judiciary; which were ordered. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he shculd coincide with the 
Senator from Massachuwetis (Mr. Davis] in the 
propriety of referring this subject to a standing 
committee of the body, if we had a Commiit-e on 
the Territories; but he could not see that the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary had any thing more to do 
with it than many other of the standing committees 

` «certainly not as much as the Comisiitee on the 
Pablic Lands. Nor did he see so much force in 
his argument that this subject would not te treated 
impartially by a select committce. There were 
two propositions to be referred, which were ad- 
verse to each other;now they cou'd not be partial 
to both; so they were just as sure of the subjest ke- 
ing consideret impartially as if sent to a standing 
committee. He thought a reference to a select 
committee would be the proper course. 

Mr. MERRICK coincided in the views ex- 
pres ed by the Senator from Arkansas, and in so 
doing, he should vote for the reference to a select 
committee. 

Tne question was then taken on the reference to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and decided in the 
negative—ayes 13, noes 22, as follows: 

AYE£S—-Mes ts. Clayton, Pavis, Knight, 
Phelps, Prentiss, Robinson, Ruggles. Smith of 
Indiana, Tallmadge, Wail, Wetster, White, ard 
Williams—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benten, Brown, Clay of 
Alabama, Calhoun, Critenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, Linn, Merrick, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Sevier, Strang e, Tap- 
pan, Walker, Wright, and Young—22. 

The question was then taken on referring the 
memorials to a select committee, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

The committee consists of 

Mr. WALKER. 
Mr. NORVELL. 
Mr. DAVIS. 
Mr. BROWN. 
Mr. SEVIER. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented three memorials from 
citizens of Philadelphia, praying for the imposition 
of-a moderate duty on silks; which were referred to 
the Committee on Finance, 
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Mr. WALL present@d a memorial of similar 
character; which took the same referenc2. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the petition of Mary 
Tewgood; which was referred to the Commiitee on 
Pensions. 

SALT TAX AND FISHING BOUNTIES 

AND ALLOWANCES. 

Mr. BENTON rose to communicate to the Senate 
several buniles of papers which he held in his 
hands, in relation to the salt duties, and the fishing 
bounties and allowances founded upon those du- 
tes; andto move their reference to the Finance 
Committee, which had the subject under conside- 
ration, to which they related. 

Mr. B. said it would be recollected by the Sena- 
tors who had been long members of this body, that 
he had commenced his Jabors on the salt tax, and 
its appurtenant burden, the fishing bounties and al- 
lowances, about ten or twelve years ago; and that 
he had made but very litle progress in his labor 
since that time, though often doing his best. Not 
to despair of a good cause, and not to give up for 
a few defeats, was one of his maxims—perhaps a 
part of his nature; for he never felt himself 
tu be vanquished while he felt himself to be right. 
This was the case on this salt subject. Though 
defeated for ten years, he did not despair; on the 
co-trary, he felt stronger in the faith than ever, 
and more fresh and vigorous for action now than 
he did when the contest first began. His relaxa- 
tion from the contest on this floor, had been em- 
ployed in preparations for renewing the contests 
upon this floor; and these preparations had resulted 
in the accumulation of a mass of information, 
part of which had been received from the Treasury 
Department, and part of which had been col'ected 

from other sources. That which had come from 
the Treasury, had already been referred to the 
Finance Committee by the order of the Sena‘e; 
that which he had collected from other sources, he 
now asked leave to communicate to the Senate, 
and to have it referred to the same committee. 

Mr. B. then sent to the table four several pack- 
ages of papers, labelled as follows: 

1. Thirty queries on the salt trade, and salt ma- 
nufature in the West, addressed to his constituents 
by Mr. Benton of Missouri, with their answers 
thereio, showing the monopoly, adulteration, defi- 
cient bushel, distr.cted allowance, stinted quantity, 
and extortionate price, of salt in Missouri, and the 
necessity of the free admission of fore gn sal’. 

2. A communication from the Democratic State 
Convention in Mi:souri; from the Hon. Mr. Mil- 
ler of Missouri; from the Hon. Mr. Chapman of 
Iowa; from Judge King of Missouri, showing the 
monopoly, adulteration, extortionate price, and 
other abu:es in thesalt trade; and the connection of 
several banks with said monopoly and atu es. 

3. A general statement ofall the salt manufac- 
tories in the United States and thcir products, and 

cost of iheir salt at their works; wih a particular 
account of the salt works in New England, ia New 
York, at the Kechawa, and on the Holston, in Vir- 
ginia, and of the import of foreign sait at New Or- 
leans. 

4, Statistics of salt, showing its localiti ies, dif- 
fusion, abundance, and universali y; its various 
forms, both liquid and solid; its different qualities; 
its manufacture; its cheapness of first cost; its uses 
in the animal economy, in agriculture, in “different 
branches of rural econ my, and in the useful arts; 
its vast consumption; the tendency of monerchical 
goverments to tax it oppre-sively, both in ancient 
and in modern times; the repugaance of the peo- 
ple to the tax in all ages; its final abolition in many 
countries; compiled from English, French, and 
American Encyclopedias, and other authentic 
sources. 

These several packages, Mr. B. said,in addi- 
tion to the two reports frem Mr. Woodbury, Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in obedience tv calls from 
the Senate; one in re'at‘on to the importation of 
salt from foreign coun‘ries, thowing the quantities 
imported from “each country, and the orginal cos'; 
the other in relation to the fi hing bounties and «1- 
lowances, and the amount they draw from the 
Treasury, and the frauds which have grown out 
of them: these four packages, and these two re- 
ports, contained the mass of information which 


would enable him to recommence his labor 
at this session; aud with better hopes 
of success than heretofore. All that he 
had to ask now was, that these packages should 
be referred to the Finance Commitie:; to which he 
should submit the question of their importance, 
and their tiile to be printed in extra numbers, for 
distribution among our constituents. When the pa- 
pers were printed, and the time ariived for action 


: upon them, he (Mr. B.) would undertake to esta- 


blish, upon the evidence which they contained, 

two propositions: First, that of the $320,000 annu- 

ally, to which the fishing bounties and allowances 
now amounted, pretty nearly $300,000 of that sum 
was illegally and undaly drawn from the Treasury; 
Second'y, that the salt tax, and its abuses, was an 
annual injury to the amount of several millions 
of dollars on the agriculture and rural economy of 
the West. These two propositions he expected to 
establish; and, if he did so, he should expect, as a 
consequence, ‘that his bill should pass—the bill 
which he had renewed at the commencement of this 


: session—for the suppression of the salt tax, and the 
: abolition of the fishing bounties and allowances 
` founded upon that tax. 


Mr. B. then moved the reference of the papers 
to the Finance Committee; and they were accor- 
dingly referred. 

Mr. WALL, from the Co: mmitee on the Judi- 
ciary, to. which was referred the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of New O:leans, praying the repeal 
of the naturalization laws, reported that the prayer 
of the pe‘ilioners ought not to be granted. 

Mr. PRENTISS, “from the Committee oa the 
Public Lands, reported a bil to fix the minimum 
price of the public lands acquired by the Miami 
treaty of Nov. 6, 1838; which was read, and or- 
dered toa second reading. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committ:e on the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill for the benefit 
of the Howard Institation of the city of Washing- 
ton; which was read, and ordered to a second 
rea ling. 

Mr. NORVELL, agreeably to notice, asked an! 

obtained leave to introduce a bill authoriz. ng the 
Statcs to tax any lands within their limits sold by 
the United States; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Lard Claims, to which had been referred the va- 
rious documents in relation to the claim of Francis 
Laventure, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration thereof, and that they be refer- 
red to the Committee on the Public Lands; which 
was agreed to. 

ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 

The report of the Select Committee, to which 
was referred the iesolution of Mr. BENTON and 
the resolution of Mr. Lumpxin, on the subject of — 
the assumption of the S ate debts by the General 


Government, being the special order of the day, 


was taken up. 

Mr. PHELPS wasentitled to the floor; but being 
indisposed, yielded it to 

Mr. SMITHA of Indiana, who addressed the Se- 
nate at length in cppositicn to the resolutions of the 


_ Select committee. 


subject was then informally passed over, 
an 
Tte Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, February 12, 1840. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
hess in order was the motion of Mr. Casry to re- 
fer the memoiial of the National Road Conven- 
iion, held at Terre Haute, Indiana, to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, with instructions to re- 
| port a bill appropriating $150,000 to each of the 
| States of Ohio, Indiana, and Hiinois, to be ex- 
peaded on the Cumberland road. 

Mr. HOFFMAN, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at some length in opposit.on 
to the resolution. He was in favor of appropria- 
lions for this road; but was oppo ed to the manner 
in which the measure was now brought before the 
House. He a'so objected to any action on the 
subject unul the House obtained s:me information 
with regard to the views of the Executive. 
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Mr. HUBBARD then followed in opposition to 
the motion for instructions, as well as opposing any 
appropriations for this road on constitutional 
grounds. 

Mr. HOWARD of Indiana next addressed the 
House at great length, and with much force and 
ability, ia favor of continuing the appropria- 
tions for this great work. His argument was t? 
the constitutionality as well as the justice and ex- 
pedieacy of the measure. 

Afer the pre-entation by the Speeaxer of a num- 
ber of Executive documents which had accumu- 
lated on hig table, ard their reference to appropriate 
committees, 

Mr. PICKENS obtained the floor, and presented 
a substitute for the motion of Mr. CasrY, and so 
to modify said notion as to instruct the Committee 
of Ways aod Means to inquire into the propritye 
and expediency of making an appropriation for tae 
continuation of the Cumberland road. Mr. P. 
without proceeding in his remarks, made a motion, 
which, he said, be had not before made—that the 
Rouse adjourn; which was agreed to; and 

The House adjourned till to-morrow morniog. 


IN SENATE, 
Taurspay, February 13, 1840. 

‘Mr. BUCHANAN presented sixteen memorials 
from citizens of Pennsylvania, praying an increase 
of the duties on silks; which were referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of the widow 
of Samuel Jamison; which was referred to the 
Commitee on Pensions. 

Mr. ROANE presented a petition of Thomas R. 
Saunders; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. * 


Mr. SMITH of Connecticut presented the me- ; 


morial of the heirs of the Baron: De Kalb; which 
was referred to the Cummittee on Revulutionafy 


Claims. f 
Mr. STURGEON presented eight memgrials 
from citizens of Pennsylvania, praying an iyérease 
of the daties on silks; which were referrey to the 
Committee on Finance. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented two memofials of a 
number of citizeas of New York, ying the 


passage of a uniform law on the sabjgct of bank- 
top:cy; which were referred to the COmmittee on 
the Judiciary. Fy 

Mr. WHITE pre-ented a joint refolution of the 
General Assembly of the State of Jndiana for the 
relief of Peter Houston;j which wgs referred to the 
Committee on the Publig Lands. / 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented three petitions of 
citizens of New York, praying for the passage of a 
general bankrupt law/ which were referred to the 
Committee on the Jodifiary. ; 

Mr. STURGEON fpresentéd a memorial of a 
number of women, inhabitants of Alleghany county, 
praying for the abolifion of slavery; the motion to 
receive which was Igid on (We table. 

Mr. CLAY of Kpntucky presented the petition 
of the Kentucky Stite Agricultural Society, pray- 
ing the endowmentiof aragricultural schcol or col- 
lege out of the fands óf the Smithsonian legacy; 
which was referred 6 the Committee on Agricn'- 
tore. 

Mr. CLAY presented the petition of Michael 
H. Barton, praying for the abolition of slavery. 
He said that he presented this paper in deference 
to the right of petition, which he admitted m is 
full jorce. He thought she crisis of this unforte- 
nate agitation was passed; it was certainly passed 
when Congress convensd in December last. 
Whether the political uses which have since been 
made of it may not revive i', and revive itin a 
more imposing form, he was not prepared to say. 

Mr. C. took occasion to express the grat:fication 
which he had derived, during the last summer, 
from the perusal of some valuable works from 
Northern pens on the subject of Abolition, and he 
considered them the abiest de‘ences of fon'hern 
instivations which he had seen. He designated 
“The Review ot Dr. Channirg Reviewed,” by 
a distinguished citizen of Boston; “Abolition a 
Bedition;” and “Some Tnoughts on Domestic Sla- 
very;” which were sold at Mr. Franck Taylor’s 
hook storgon the avenue, this side of Gadsby’s. 
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Ia the last named work, which contained many 
profound philosophical truths, the propositicn was 
preseated with uncommon force, that two commn- 
nities of distinct races cannot live together with- 
out the one brcoming more or Jess in subjection to 
the other. Mr. Cray ha‘ called the writer’s atten- 
tion to the illustration- given to his agument by 
Lord Durham, in his report on the condit.on of 
Canada, submitted to the British Government. He 
expressed the firmest conviction that whoever 
would read that report would come to the same 
conlasion which was arrived at by the author of 
“ Thoughts on Domestic Slavery.” Lord Dar- 
ham states, as his decided opinion, after much ob- 
servation of the French and British residents in 
Canada, that they cannot live together harmoni- 
ously, and that il is u'terly impossible to hope for 
peace and tranquillity in these provinces, except 
by making one portion of the inhabitants subordi- 
nate to the other. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he rose to express the 
pleasure he felt at the evidence which the remarks 
of the Senator from Kentucky furnished of the pro- 
gress of truth on the subject of Abolition. He had 
spoken, with strong approbation, of the principle 
laid down in a recent pamphlet, that two races, of 
diferent character and origin, coald not co-exist 
in the same country, without the subordination of 
the one to the other. He was gratified to hear the 
Senator give assent to so important a principle, in 
application to the condition of the South. He had 
himself, several years since, stated the same, ia 
more specific terms; that it was impossible for two 
races,so dissimilar in every respect as the European 
and Afiizan, that inhabit the Soushern portion of this 
Union, to exist together in nearly equal numbers, 
in any other relation than that which existed there. 
He also added, that exprience had shown that 
they cou!d so cxist in peace and happiness there, 
certainly to the great Lenefit of the inferior race; 
and that to destruy it, 
struction. But he uttered these important truths 
thea in vain, as far as the side to which the Sena- 
tor belongs is concerned. 

He trusted the progress of truth would not, Low- 
ever, stop at the point to which it has arrived with 
the S nator, and that it will make some progress in 
regard to what is called the right of petition. 
Never was a right so much mystified and magni- 
fied. To listen to the discussion, here and ese- 
where, you would suppose it to be the most essen- 
lial and important right: so far from it, he un- 
dertook to aver that, under our free and popa- 
lar sys‘em, it was among the least impor- 
tant of all our politicalrghis. It had been super- 
sedej, in ajgreat degree, by the far higher right 
of general suffiage, and by the practice, now 30 
common, of instruction There could te no local 
gnevance but what could be reached by these, ex- 
cept it might be the grievance, affecting a minc- 
-rity, which could be no mcre redressed by petition, 
than by them. The truth is, that the right of peti- 
tion could scarcely te said to be the right of a free- 
man. Itbelongs to despotic Governments more 
properly, and m`ght be said to be the last r'ght of 
of slaves. Whoever heard of petition in the free 
States of antiquity? Wehad berrowed our n tons 
in regard to it from our British ancestors, 
with whem it had a value, from their imper- 
fect representation, far greater than it hes 
with us; and it is owing to that it has a place 
at all in our Constitution. Tre truth is, that the 
right has been so far superseded, in a political 
point of view, that it has ceased 10 be what the Con- 
stitution contemplated it to be—a shicl{ to protect 
against wrongs—and bas been perverted into a 
sword to attack the rights of others—to cause a 
grievance, instead of the means of redressing 
grievances, asin the case of Abolition petitions. 
‘The Senator from Ohio [Mr. Tappan] has viewed 
this subject in its proper light, and has taken a tru’y 
patriotic and constitutional stand in refusing to pre- 
sent these fire-brands, for which I heartily thank 
him, in the name of my State. Had the Senator 
from Kentucky followed the examp'e, he would 
have rendered inestimable service to the country. 

Mr. CLAY said it was very trae that the Sena- 
ter from South Carolina might be the original in- 
ventory of the idea respecting the two races, but, 


was to dvom the later to de- | 


like some other inventors, he had not derived much 
profit from the discovery. However, he had not 
so much commended the ideaas the manner in which 
it, has been illustrat-d and enforced, by the author 
of whom he had spoken. As to the right of peii- 
tion, he did not consider it a matter of such small 
importance, or why was it guarded with such sedu- 
lous care by the framers of our Cons‘itution? He 
was for respecting it; and he believed that if these 
Abolition petitions were received and reported on, 
and not so much harshneas of language used in re- 
gaid to them, there would have been much less ex- 
citement than had been on this subject. But his 
remarks were not in reference to the vote in the 
House, but to the politicians and political newspa- 
pers. With regard to the compliment paid tothe Sc- 
nator from Ohio, [Mr. Tapran,] it was well merit- 
ed, and the merit was somewhat enhanced by the 
understanding that that gentleman had heretofore 
entertained opposite sentiments. 


Mr. TALLMADGE said that his views of the 
right of petition had been submitted heretofuie, 
but he could not permit the remarks of the Senator 
from South Carolina to pass without remark. 
The Senator had said that we had derived this 
right of petition from England anterior to our 
struggle with that country, and that it had been 
superseded, and rendered of trivial mportance, by 
the rght of suffrage. It had been always consi- 
dered a matter of the highe-t importance, both 
before the Revolution and since that event—from 
ihe first struggle of liberty in this country down to 
the present time. In proof of this, he referred to 
the’ sentiments on the subject which pervaded all 
the public meetings immediately previcus to and 
during the Revolution, and which were expressed 
in their resolut ons and reports. Wih the same 
object, also, he referred to that amendment to tre 
Constitution which gnards the right, and prohi- 
bits Congress from doing any thing to abridge it. 


: This was one of the amendments, the adoption of 


New York an express condi- 
ification of the Constitu- 
incipally to be ascribed 
lexander Hamil- 


which was made by 
tion antecedent to her rat 
tion; which event was p! 
to the talents and eloquence of A 
ton, who was described on this floor the other day 
as being a man of only second rate abilities, and ` 
an imitator. The right of petition went behind the 
Constitution. The citizen’ has a right to petition 
even for that which Congress is prohibited by the 
Constitution from granting. They may petition 
for an alieration of the Constitution, so that you 
may be enabled to grant it to them. His views on 
Abclition were not change’; tut he said, and said 
four years ago, if they had not resisted the right of 
petition there would have been infinitely less of 
Aboliuon than had been. 

Mr. CALHOUN. The Senator who has just 
taken his seat, has assigned a very tere 
sible reason why our ancestols, who framed 
ihe Constitation, placed so high a value on 
the right of petition. It performed a promi- 
nent part in the contest leading to the Revolu- 
tion. Then we were subject colonics, and, as far 
as the Government of Great Britain was concern- 
ed, had no other mode of being heard but by peti- 
tion. We had no representation in Parliamen’. But 
the case is d fferent now. Our Government, in every 
Department, i3 under popular contrel. The perple 
have aright to speak directly to their public fanc- 
tionaries; and it is absurd to say, uncer this 
changed condition, that the rgat is as important 
as it was then, when it was our only weapon, and 
that the right is so sacie] as to be without limita- 
tion. I ask the Senator whether he is ready to 
carry out his theory of the right. I put three ques- 
tionsto him: Would he presenta petition that vilified 
this body, or any of the individuals of which it is 


compored? Or would he present a petition to 
to legalize murder? I wish Ty answer to these 
questions. 


Mr. TALLMADGE. The Senator asks, would. 
I present a petition that would vilify this body. 
‘ell him I would not. Self-d-fence would prevent 
me. As to a peliion to abolish the Christian reli- 
gion, I do not think there weuld be much eee in 
the presentation, if he could have it presente ae 
committee of which thẹ Senator would be chair- 
man. 
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Mr. CALHOUN. Will sxe Senator go home and 
tell his constituents that Jt is ready to present a pe- 
tition to abolish Chrig#anity? If so, and I do not 
mistake their charagier, they would soon abolish 
him and his righ petition. 


A 


He would 


agd the State you represent, as imporiant as that of 

e defence of ourselves? And why not meet the one 
at least as promptly and indignantly as the other? 
“Why not close the door, on the principle of self-de- 
fence equally against ai? It is use'ess to attempt 
concealment, The presentation of these incendiary 


petitions is itself an infraction of the Constitution. - 


All acknowleige—the Senator himse!f—that the 
property, which they are p-esented here to destroy, 
is guarantied by the Constitution. Now, I ask, if 
we have the right under the Constiation to hold 


the property, (which ne ne question,) have we not ; 


also the right to hold it under the same sacred in- 
strument in peace and quiet? Is it not a direct in- 
fraction, then, of the Constitution, to present peti- 
tions here, in the common council! of the Union, 
and to us, the agents appointed to carry its 
provisions into effect, and to guard the rights 
it secures, the professed aim of which is te 
destroy the property guarantied by. the instrument? 
There can be but one answer to these questions 
on the part of those who pre:ent sach petitions; 
that the right of petition is higher and more 
sacred than the Constitaticn and our oaths to pre- 
serve and defend it. To such monstrous result 
does the doctrine lead. 

Sir, I anderstaod this whole question. The great 
mass of both parties to the North are opposed to 
Abolition: the Demecrats almost exclusively; the 
Whieslessso. Very few are to be found in the ranks 
of the former; but many in that of the latter. 
The only importance that the Atolitionists have, 


But he has acknow- | 
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it. Tsnot the conclusion irresistible, that they did 
not deem it inconsisient with the right of “the citi- 
zens peaceably toassemble and petition for a re- 
dress of grievance,” as secured in the Constitution? 
Tre thing is clear. It is time that the t.uth should 
be known, and this cant about petition, not to re- 
dress the grievances of the pet.tioners, but to create 
a grievance elsewhere, be put down. 

Mr. BROWN said he had not had the remotest 


, idea of entering into a discussion on this subject; 
: but, as a Senator representing a Southern State, he 
coald not in silence hear the decisions of another 


‘, report on them, and then they will cease. 


is to be found in the fact, that their weight may be : 


felt 
vantage. 
their weight, but, at the same time, unwilling 
tu be blende 1 with them on the main question; and 
hence is mare this false, absurd, unconstitntional, 
and dangerouscollateral issue cn the rizht of petition. 
Here is the whole secret. They are willingt« play the 
political game a' carhazard and that of the Constitu- 
tion and the Union, for the sake oi victory at the 
elections. Bat, to show still more clearly how liitle 
foundation there is in the character of o&r Govern- 
meat for the extravagant importance attached to 
this right, I ask the Senatcr what is the true relation 
between the Government and the peuple, according 
to our American conception? Whcch is principal 
and which agent? which the master and which 
the servant? which the sovereign and which the 


subject? There can be but «ne answer. We are 
but the agents—th2 srvan's. We are not 
te sovereign. That resides in the peop'e 


of the States. How Intle applicable, then, is this 
boasted right of p>tition, under onr sy>tem, to politi- 
cal questions? Who ever heard of the principal 
petitioning his egent—of ihe mas‘er his servant— 
or of the sovereign his subject? The very essence of 
a petition implies a request from an inferior to a su- 
perior. Itis not, in fact, a natural growth cf our 
system. It was copied from the British bill of 
rights, and grew up among a pcopie whose repre- 


sentation was very imperfect, and where the sove- | 


reignty of the people was not recognised at all. 
And yet, even there, this right s>much insisted on 
here, as being boundless as space, was restricted 
from the beginning, by the very men who ad: pied 


in elections; and this is no smail ad- | 
The one party is nnwilling to lose ; 


it in the British system, in the very manner which ; 


has been dene in the other branch, this ses- 
sion; and to an extent far btyond. The 
two Hoasesof Parliament hive again and again 
passed resolutions against receiving petitions even 
to repeal taxes; and this, thoze who formed our Con- 
stitution well knew, and yet adopted the provision 
almost identically contained in the British biil of 
rights, without guarding against the practice under 


branch of this Legislature denounced for an act 
which he deemed eminently judicious and patriotic. 
It is time that this persevering effort to interfere 
with Southern institetions should be put an end to. 
When Congress become satisfied that, under the 
forms of the Constitution, and to attain objects 
clearly unconstitutional, efforts are making to de- 
s'toy the peace and happiness of a portion of the 
States of this Confederacy, they have a right, nay, 
it is their duty, to arrest a coure so fravght with 
pernicious censequerces. But gentlemen say that 
this question has been u ed for political purposes. 


By whom has it been us d for political purposes? | 


The first knowledge he had of the mingling of this 
question with politics, was in the councils of the 
Hartford Cor vention. A portion of the Northera 
Federalists then endeavored to produce the same 
prejudice against the Southern States, fer political 
effect, which at this day was attempted in the same 
quarter, for the same purpose. The Democracy of 
the North were then, and still eentinue, true to the 
Union and the principles upon which it was founded. 
I agree with gentlemen that it has been used by 
politicians in more modern times. And by whom? 
Why, true to their vocation, by the Federal party, 
though he admitted there were many honorable ex- 
ceptions. What have the Demecratic party to 
gain by a connection with these fanatics? Nothire! 
And 1s this annoyance never to ceas? Gen'lemen 
say, receive and refer these petitions, and have a 
Sir, this 
spirit will never ceace while ambition exists, and is 
ready to seize upon any subject as the means of 
suece:s. 

Mr. B. shuld not have alluded to this branch, 
if it had n: t been alluded to in connection with the 
political affairs of the country; and he would have 
been recreant to duty, if he had not attempted to 
cefend his Democratic brethren of the North, who 
had acted sə nobly on this question, from tte as- 
sault which, elsewhere more especially, had been 
made upon them on this question of Aboliticn. 

There was no State north of the Potomac, in 


| which the Federal party had ob'ained an ascen- 


dancy inthe Legislature, in which 1e:olutions in- 
sulting to the South had nct been pasəd; while in 
every instance where the friends of the Adminis- 
tration had the ascendency, resolutions of a pre- 
cisely opposite character had been adepted. Bunt 
from whom do thrse petitions come? Itis gene- 
rally known, from persons ko ti'e tothe Demecra- 
lic party? When the question fur the admission 
of Arkansas into the Union was decided in this 
body, every Democratic Senator from the Nerth 
voted in favor of her admission, while some of the 
other party voted against it. in the other House, 
in voting cn the same ques‘ion, parties stcod in 
the same altitude towards each other, as far as re- 
garded the Na:thern repiesenta‘ion. 

I know that, notwithstanding all these facte 
staring them in the face, the ca'e gentlemen fiom 


the South who sull donbt, or affect to doubt, who » 


are their fiiends on this question. The time for 
doubt is passed: the facts which decide the case are 
numerous and conclusive; and I now make this 
declaration, that if, with my knowledge of circum- 
stances, I shou'd assist m attempting to delude the 
people of the South, on a question so vitally impor- 
tant to their interests and safety, I should consider 
myself guilty cf treason to the best interests of that 
people. If, as a Southern man, with the knowledge 
F possess in relation to the parties in the North, I 
should atiempt to delude the people of the South 
as to who were their true friends, I should consider 
myself, I repeat it again, guilty of treason to their 
best interests. 


Mr. TALLMADGE ssid he regretted the intro- 


duction of this questicn here as much as the Sena- 
tor from North Caro ina, but it had not been intro- 
duced through his instrumentality; but when the 
Senator talks of any political party in the North 
being an Abolition party, he talks of what he does 
not comprehend. There was no such political 


. party there; there was no leading public man there, 


of any party, who was not willing to maintain the 
constitutional rights of tke South. For himself, he 
considered the rights of the South on this subject zs 
sacred & his right to his private property. But 
the gentleman says he considers the presentation of 
these petitions as an insult. 1 hope he does not 
consider itan insult in the person who presents 
them. Why were not these petitions treated now 
as they were in the cays of the First Congres ? 
Then, a petition was presented from the Anti-Sla- 


; very Society of Pennsylvania, of which Benjamin 
, Franklin was the president, and it was referred to 


a committee, of which James Madison was 
chairman, who reported that Congress had no 
power over the subject. If these petitions were treated 


_ in the same way, there would be no more danger 


` of these petitioners destroying the property of the 


people ot the South than there would be of taking 
his property; and if they took the latter they would 
probably not get much in these Loco Foco times? 
He regretted that the Senator from South Carolina 
had characterized the right of petition as he had. 
He said the people were sovereigns, and, therefore, 
had no neces-ily to petition their slaves! Why 
these metaphysics? The Senator seemed to have in 
his head the idea of his presenting a petition to one 
ef his own slaves. Was that the analogy? Mr. T. 
said he rejected it. The people of the United States - 
are sovereigns, and their representatives are called 
public servants, When thcy potition, it is the peti- 
tion, not of mas'ers to slaves, but of freemen to 
their publie servants, and which those servants are 
bound to hear. The gentleman asked if the right 


| of petition was evr heard cf in the representà- 


tive Governments of ancient Greece and Rome? 
From what little knowledge he possessed of the 
histories of those countries, there was but a very 
short period in which they possessed representative 
Governments. He weuld say again, as he had 
said before, that he did not differ in senti- 
ment with the Senators from North and South 
Carolina, [Mr. Brown and Mr. Canov | 
as to their constitutional right to hold this species 
of property, but deemed them as sacred as his own 
rights to private property. As to the remarks of 
the Senator from North Carolina about the Demo- 
cratic party, he would tell him that the Democratic 
p:rty was now in the ascendency in the Empire 
State. They have the three bianches cf the Go- 
vernment in that State. We have put down the 
old Federal pariy cf 1798, and we intend to keep 
them down; and we will not permit the rights of the 
States to be interfered with. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he did not rise to male 
a speech, bni to submita motion. Before he did 
this, however, Le would take leave to make a very 
trief explanaticn. Although he had ever carc- 
fully avoided to speak of h's own pa t conduct in 
the Senate in terms whch m ght appear lke selt 
commendation, yet, upon the present occasion, he 
deemed it necessary to refer to his former course 
upon the subject of Abolition. 


In the ses-ion of 1835-’6, sail Mr. B. when an 
alarming excitement prevailed on this subject 
throughout a large portion of the country, I took a 
decided stand against the Ab litionists. T then pre- 
sented a memorial fiom the Caln Quarterly Mecting 
of the h’ghly respectable religious sorie ty ‘of 
Friends in Pennsylvania, asking Congress to 
abolish slavery in the D:strict of Columbia; and at 
the time of its presentation, I declared that, upon 
its reception, I should immediate'y move that the 
prayer of the memorialists be rejected. This me- 
morial was received by a vo'e of 36 to 10; and my 
motion to reject the prayer of it prevailed, with but 
six diss*niing voces. Since this decision, the Se- 
nate hed adopted a practice which I think has 
proved eminently beneficial, because i: has afforded 
us peace and quiet upon this subject. The memo- 
rial is presented, objection is made to its reception, 
and a motion to lay the question of reception upon 


the table is then immediately made and adopted. 
This precludes all debate and all agitation. 

Now, said Mr. B. in consequence of my con- 
duct here throwghout that session, I have torae the 
brunt of the Abolitioni-ts at home. I agree with 
the Senator from Kentucky that the danger has | 
pasted away, at lea-t in Pennsylvania. Tneciiss | 
is now over; and the fanaticism which threatened 
to invade the constitutional rights of the South, and 
to dissalve the Union, bas teen nearly extingu'sbed. 

The battle has been fought, where it must ever | 
be fought, not in the South, tut in the North. ft | 
is we of the North who must ever sustain the shock 
in such a contest. Under these circumstances, I 
appeal most sclemnly to Senators from th? s'ave- | 


holding States, whether they ought not to be go- | 


vernrd, in a great degree, by our advice as to the 


mode in whch these Abolition petitions shall be | 


treated. It is impossible, after all which has passed, 
that they can doubt our devotion to the cons:itu- 
tional rights of the South. Let me assure them, 
then, that our greatest danger is from agitation 
here. Excitement is the element in which Aboli- 
tion lives, and moves, and has its being. A flame 
kind!ed in the Capitol would soon pervade the 
Union. Let a question now be raised upon the 
abstract right of petition—let the enemies of Aboli- 
tion in this bedy divide upon this question, as they 
probly would, and they will jeopard the great cause, 


tu the maintenance of which they are all devoted, 
in this most unprofitable strife. The discussion of 
the Abolition question here can do no possible 
good, and may do mush positive harm. When did 
fanalacism ever yield to the voice of reasou? Let 
it alone, and it will soon burn out for want ef the 
fuel on which it feeds. 

Deeply and solemnly impressed with a convic- 
tion of the truth of these sentiments, and for the 
purpese of arresting this debate, I make the accus- 
tomed motion, which cannot be debated, that the 
question on the reception of this memurial be laid 
upon the table. l 

Mr. BROWN here interposed, in the most earnest 
manner, and urged Mr. Bucuanan to w.thdraw 
his motion, to afford him an opportunity of an- 
swering remarks which he considered personal to 
himself. After much solicitation from him, 

Mr. BUCHANAN reluctantly consented to 
withdraw his motion, at the same time declaring 
that he would renew it on the very first opportunity 
after the Senator had made his remarks. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he could not permit the . 
opinions expressed by the Senator from South 
Carolina on the right of petition, to pass without a 
remark. He says tbat our instiiwions have, in a 
great degree, superseded the right of petition. It is 
strange, if it were so, that those who formed those 
institutions should have been so careful in introduc- 
ing it. He thought it surprising that ihe Constitution 
should be so construed as to supersede that portion of | 
the instrument which was mest cautiously guarded. 
With the same propriety might be explained away 
the correlative rights of freedom of the press and 
liberty of conscience. . The right of petition is only 
worth using in representative Governments; in 
despotisms, the subject is permitted to craw! to 
the foot of the throne; but this could not be called a 
right of petition. But the Senator says the right of 
suffrage and the right of instruction render this 
right of petition unnecessary. Now, the Constitu- 
tion expressly secures the right of petit’oa, but says 
not a word about the right of iustruction. He 
was content to hold on to the Constitution, and let 

“gentlemen indulge their peculiar notions about 
the right of instruction? But it is asked, does a 
master petition a servant? No individual isa mas- 
ter of Congress. He petitions a power which has the 
capacity to redress his grievance. He would say 
one word as to the remarks of the Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun,] and his “friend 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay,] that two dis'intt races 
of men cannot live in the same community without 
one being subjcct to the other. He had nota word 
to say about distinction of color, as in that case the 
proposition might be true. But the general propo- 
sition that two races cannot live in the same com- 
munity, was a sentiment that he revolted at. He 
instanced the case of Louisiana, in which the 
French Creoles and the Anglo Saxon races had 


Ti 
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commingled; and said that good Government was 
all that was necessary to prodace this result. He 
spoke not of colors—that was a distinct question. 
He thought the arguments of Lord Durham on this 
subject, which had teen alluded te, were founded 
neither in reason nor philosophy. 

Mr. BROWN returned his thanks to the Senator 
from Fennsylvania for withdrawing his motion, 
aad enabling him to say a few words in reply to 
th Senator from New York [Mr. TALLMADGE ] 
The Sena‘or from New York deniss that there is 
any party in this country associated with Abo'ition. 
Notwith-tanding that denial, he st:ll believed that 
Abolition was made useof in the elections in that 
State. Last year, the popular branch of the Legis- 
latu.e of that Sia‘e, which was -of that party not 
long since assuming the name of Whig, but which 
I suppose he would now call Democratic and to 
which others give a different name, passed a 
series of 1esolutions, which, if edrr ed ont, would 
have shaken this Wuion to its centre. But when 
they were sent to the other branch of the Legisla- 
ture, which contained a majority of the friends of 
this Administration, they were rejected, or at any 
ra'e deprived of their obnoxious character by 
amendments. 

Here, sir, was the Democratic, Conservative, Fe- 
deral Whig branch, introduciog and passing these 
resolutions; and on the other hand, what he called the 
Democratice members of the oiher branch, placing 
their velo on them. This needs no commeniary. 

And what is the course of paries in Congress? 
One presenting these petitions, debatirg them, and 
agi‘ating the question: the other endeavoring tu 
arrest agiation, and to allay excitement. There 
is one very Astinguished gentleman of the Opposi- 
tion pariy—he would not say jn what branch of 
Congress—who presents huodreds of these peti- 
tions, aud makes the most inflammatory speeches; 
and yet, forsoo.h, he says he is not an Abol.tionist. 
If you take their own declarations, none of them 
are Abolitionists! But the gentleman [Mr. Taru- 
mapce] has alluded to a party—the Loco Foco 
party, as he calls them—existiog in New York, 
which, he says, are in favor of a division of pro- 
periy; and says, such is his regard for the right of 
petition, if they sent petitions here for that purpose, 
he would deem it hisdaty to present them. The 


Federal party is the party who support the prioci- | 


ples spoken of by the Senator, by asserting the 
supremacy of corporations, and justifying their 
abuses. This is the party who are destroying the 
sights of property, white the Democratic party 
wish to preserve them, by cs‘ablishing a proper 
standard of value. ‘Lhe party who uphold the paper 
system, in all its abuses—they are the real agra- 
rans, who trample the rghts of properly under 
foot. But we have heard much of the right of pe- 
tition, and the example of Great Britain is referred 
to. He weu'd rot quote British examples on this 
floor for imitation, unless they came recommended 
by principle and reason. Abolition or g'na'ed in 
England, and he was not disposed to look to thar 
country for examples, so often quoted by a certain 
party here. He considered the British Government, 
while favorable to the nobility and gentry, as the 
m ‘st rapacious and despotic on earth in i's opera- 
tions on the great mass of the people—in plunder- 
ing the many for the benefit of the few, and as the 
most perfect invention in any age, by means of 
which the earnings of labor were appropriated to 
privileged classes. 

But we have heard much of abstractions. Sir, 
the abstractions come from the other side. We go 
for a great practical good, while those in opposition 
themselves deal in abstractions. For years the Fe- 
deral party to the North have attempted to delude the 
people of this country by exclaiming that the right 
of petition was endangered. They know that they 
cannot exist a day without a panic, either in re- 
gard to banks, Abolition, or something else; and 
now that all other subjects have been wern out, 
they strive to get one upon the abstract right of 
petition, in order to enlist partisans under their 
banner. 

The Senator (Mr. TaLLmMapce] says that the Demo- 
cratic party is now in the ascendency in New York. 


- He will find all the surviving members of the 


Hartford Convention in what he now calis the 
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Democratic party, but whicb, in former times, was 
called the Federal party. Nay, the Secretary of 
the Hartford Convention was the Eaitor of an or- 
gan of that party, in the city of New York, not 
long since; and one of the latest productions, he was 
informed, of that distinguished personage, was a 
life of Thomas Jefferson, but which, in reality, is 
an infamous libel on the character of that eminent 
atriot. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said there were Loco Fo- 
cos among his constituents who believed in the 
propriety of a division of property; and if they 
wonld send a petition here, he would preseat it, 
and if he could get the Senator from North Caro- 
lina to move its reference to a select committee, it 
would be quickly disposed of. He repeated that 
there was no Abolition connected with the political 
party of which he was a member. His most bit- 
ter opponent was the Editor of the Friend of Man. 
This editor, in conjunction with the Loco Focos, 
had done all he could to prevent his election; and 
when they came to nominate candidates, the leader 
of the Loco Focos nominated Gerrit Smith, one of 
the principal Abolitionists, as his antagonist. Mr. 
T. said that whea the leadeis of the Democratic 
party had turned off from the old track, he had kept 
straight ahead. Even before he left it, there was so 
much blue light Federal sm in it, that he frequently 
thought he smelt brimstone. Indeed, it has brea 
thought that the object of the Presideat in visiting 
the Sulphur Springs some time since, was to reple- 
nish his stock. 

Mr. BROWN said, in having introduced the 
subject of party politics in connection with this 
question, he had but followed the examples of the 
Senators from Kentacky and New York, [Messrs. 
Cray and Tatumavcx.] But the Senator from 
New Yerk [Mr. Tautmapce] says the Abol tion- 
ists belong to the political pirty of which I ama 
member. Sir, now-a-da:’s, no'hing need surprise 
us that comes from a politic.an; and after what he 
has just said, and with the facts before us, nothing 
that can come from that honorable gentieman on 
this subjec’, or any otber, hereafter, will surprise 
me. He says the Legislature which elected hm 
was Democratic, and that the party opposed to 
him was the Abolition party, &c. 1f he says so, 
any dclarations which he may make hereafter 
will not satisfy me of their correctness. 

But when the party that he has gone over to 
had attempted to throw firebands into the Senate, 
who were they that voted them down? Were they 
not the friends of the Admini-tra'ion? 

M..B. said that it was a maxim among lawyers, 
thal the record never lies. On the question of the 
admission of Arkansas into the Union, the jour- 
nals of the Senate show that every Democratic Se- 
nator from the North voted for it, while the voies 
in opposition to it were entirely from the enemies 
of the Administration. In the House of Represen- 
tative:, almost the entire Democratic vote of tae 
North was given in favor of the same measure, 
while the opposition vote from the same quarter was 
found recorded pretty generally against it! Here 
wasa great practical test question, on the admis- 
sion of a slave Stateiato the Union,which exhibited 
parties to the North on the Abolition question in 
their trne positions, and about which there cou'd 
be no mistake, unless it, was among those who 
chese either to be deceived themselves, or to deceive 
other! 

The gentleman, he thought, must rely largely on 
his powers of persuasion, if he supposed that he 
could succeed in making the impression which bis 
remarks were intended to make. Is there a single 
Legislature, with a majori'y of the party to which 
the gentleman has gone over, and been received 
with open arms, which has passed resolations cal- 
culated to quiet this irritating subject? On the 
contrary, was there a single Democratic Legisla- 
lure to the North that had not sustained the righ s 
of tbe South on this ques‘ion? — 

But the gentleman says that the Abolitionists are 
not his friends. Then they are not so complimen- 
tary to him,as he was to them. But did not the 
party which elected him, elect Mr. Bradish, = 
open and avowed Abolitionist, as Lieutenant s 
vernor of the State of New York? Iam ee arte 
Federal ingenuity and trickery. Itis by 
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litionists, with them, as it is by the Federalists. If 


one Federalist, out of a hundred, comes over to the ` 
Democratic ranks, it is immediately pointed out by | 
papers and Federal orators as an evidence | 


Federal 
that the old Federalists are all memters of cur 
party! Andso, if one out of a hundred of the Abo- 
litionists, acts with the Administration party, why, 
according to Federal logie, it is conclusive to show 
that the Abolitionists are acting with the Deniccrats. 

He Believed there was not an intelligent Fe'e- 
ralist in the Union, whatever opinions they may ad- 
vance to the contrary, for politcal effect, that did 
not know the Abolitionists, asa bedy, were generally 
political auxiliaries of theirown party, and enemies 
of the Democratic party. But we are taun ed wih 
bowing duwn tothe Executive yoke. Sr, the 
greatest act of subserviency to Executive will, 
charged by the organs of the party of which the 
gentleman is now a member, but which he thought 
a noble vind cation of the princip'es of litery 
against bank usurpation, was the expunging resolu- 
tion. And was not the gentemen shoulder to 
shoulder with us in tbat transaction? An act 
which he no doubt weuld fain expunge frem 
his history, as his Federal friends have shown 
such readiness to forgive what, to them, at cne 
time, was viewed as an unpardonabie trans- 
gression. But by whom are we taunted with bow- 
ing down to Executive usurpation? By the slaves 
of banking corporations—by those who have shown 
themselves ready, in effect, to acknowledye the su- 
premacy of bank rule in this county. It ill be- 
came them to taunt those with being the slaves of 
the Executive will, who had been, and were now, 


endeavoring to preserve to the people of this coun- ' 


try their own sovereignty, and the right to rule 
themselves, instead of being ruled by a combina- 
- tion of political and moneyed interests. 


asked the indulgence of the Senate to express his 
views upon this subject, had he not supposed that a 
wrong constraction might be given to his motives 
fog the vote which he felt bound to give upon the 
motion before the Senate. The honorable Senator 
from New York (Mr. Tatma nae] would seem to 
indicate, by the warmth of his answer, on my at- 
tempting to obtain the floor, that I was attempting 
to trench upon the time he had marked out for his 
own consumption. The geatleman need not fear 
any such disposition or attempt on my part. I was 
aware of the importance he had attached to the po- 
litical character which ke is attempting to sustain, 
_ by showing that he is a Democrat; and hence his 
great anxiety to give the impression at this time. 


I am sure, for one, I should feel disposed to give | 


him all the time and opportunity he desired for that 
purpose; for, as it regards myself. I need no 
time, here or elsewhere, to impress that fact upon 
the publie mind. Aj] who know me, know I am 
a Democrat; let it be to my credit or discredit, no 
one will question it, friend or foe; and no expe sre 
or argument of mine would make it more satisfac- 
tory. I should, 
taking up the time he deemed so precious, to give 


himse!f a political character, for which he seemed |: 
Sir, I am disposed | 
to approve of the rule adopted in the other end of |. 


to fear he bad not full credit. 


the Capitol, in relation to Abolition petitions. When 
this e> citing question was before the Senate, and dis- 
cused during the last Congress, I was disposed to re- 


ceive the petitions and lay them on the table,and dono | 
mere with them. When the motion was made to | 
Jay the motion for reception on the table, I voted | 


-against that motion, hoping if the petition was re- 
ceived, and laid oo the table, and nothing further 
done with it then, the petitioner would consider it 
as a determination of the Senate not to investigate 
the subject, and, thereafter, desist petitioning Con- 


gress for relief of supposed grievances, when Con- | 
gress had, on mature deliberation, decided that if | 
the petitioners consider:d slavery a moral evil, | 
h a grievance as Congress could | 


then it was nots 
take cognizance of. But, sir, ] am satisfied, and 
am constrained to say, that, in my belief, regard- 
Jess of corsequences, which I fear would be a dis- 
solution of the Union, with the countless evils 
and misery which wou'd follow in i's train, that 
the Abolitionists are determined to agitate this ques- 
ion, however indulgent, and however much Con- 


therefore, have no motive for | 
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gress may be disposed to gratify the petitioners, 
short of setting itself about abolishing slavery in 
the States, which are entirely sovereign and inde- 
pendent of the General Government in regard to 


that subject; and over which the Goverament has ` 


no more control than it has over the free States, 
toccerce them to instiiu'e and main‘ain slavery 
against their will, I am, therefore, for shutting 


. the door wholly against, and excluding, the incendi- 
. ary petitions; and though many of the petitioners 


C 


| 


may be, and probably are, honest, many, I have 
reason to fear, are not so, However the Northern 
people may deprecate the existence of slavery in the 
States, acd however unjust they may consider it 
in the abstract, I cannot believe that intelligent and 
honest men can think they are d' ing justice to the 
people of this happy Republic, when they so ob- 
stinately and perseveringly persist in presenting 
their inflammatory peti:ions upcn this subject, after 
Congress has so many times, and so decicedly, ex- 
pressed its disapprobation of thera, and its unwil- 
lingne-s to aid in a scheme fraught with such 
danger; and upon greunds both of uncons itulion- 
ality and inexpedieacy. I do not intend, Mr. Pie- 
siden}, to deny the right ofany citizen of the United 


States to petition his Government for a redress of 


any real or supposed grievances. I intend to 
award to him the right in its fullest extent. I have 
no doubt, sir, but this isan inherent right in avy ci'i- 
zn of a Republican Goveroment like this, and 
which is not strengthened in the least, in my opi- 
nion, by a grantef the right in the Constitution. 
The political power which moves the Government 
of the people in all its operaticns is placed, and 
res‘des in the people; every citizen of the Republic 
ho'ds a pertion of it in his own hands; and those 
who administer the Government, are but the agents 


` or servants of the people, authorized only to wield 
~ Mr. SMITH of Conn. said he should not have ` 


this power temporarily during the time the people 
have confided it to their hands, but not make a final 
disposition of it; and they have, at any time, an 
undonb‘ed right to approach their agents, the pub- 
lic functionaries, with any complaints or gr-evances 
they may have to lay tefore them. But if the Go- 
vernment think their grievances are nct real, and 
of which, among other things, they are selected 
and authorized by the people to judge, they 
have a right to make such a disposit‘on of 
them as, in their opinion, is right and just: 
bat still, if the people feel themselves aggrieved 
by the decision of their agents, they have a 
remedy at the ballct box, and which they will 
take care to exercise. Sir, it is claimed by the Se- 
nator from New York {Mr. Taiumapor] that the 
Abolitionists are not known as a political party. 
Pelitical parties are natural consequences of a 
Republican and Representative Goveroment; their 
regular formation shows the political body to be ia 
healthy action; they act as sentinels over the insti- 
tutions and rights of the peop'e; it is by these poli- 
tical conflicts and strifes that the official conduct of 
the people’s servants, their functionaries, is inves- 
tigated, and exposed to the view of th: people, and 
which enables them more correctly to jndge who 
are worthy of confidence and faithful to th: ir trast, 
and who are not; and by their agency, the alarm is 
given to the people when their rights are invaded. 
No man ought to desire that we should be free from 
political par'ies; no free Government can exist with- 
out them. Atthe same lime! am free to admit that 
political parties carry along with them their evils 
as wellas their benefi's, but the latter vastly pre- 
ponderate. 

There cannot be, in the nature of parties aris'ng 
under and growing cut of a free Government, but 
two; each having for its object, protessedly, the 
good of the peop'e, but disagreeing in the mode in 
which the good shall be produced; all others par- 
take, in their sentiments and in their tendencies, of 
ene or the other, and are auxiliaries to them, 
and finally melt into and become united to that 
party to which their principles naturally incline 
them. Every man has a-right to choose for him- 
self which party he will unite himself with, and no 
one has a right to say, Why do ye so? Every 
man who means to make himself useful, will 
unite himself with one or the other of the parties; 
and, if he is a patriot and philanthropist, will en- 
deavor to promote that form of government which 


' the full view of the people, their principles. 


he believes will be productive of the greatest good, 
and dispense to man the greatest degree of social 
happiness. The political parties which exist here 
are coeval with the Government; they have been 
of long standing; their principles were early formed, 
and have undergone no change; they are now 
weil understood by the people, and their re- 
lative merits easily estimated. The princ- 
ples of the Federal party were fully deve- 
loped under the elder Adans, and rejected 
by the people. Since then, that party, knowing 
that their principles were not acceptable to the pec- 
ple, have laid aside their principles, and kept them 
concealed behind a closely drawn curtain, and 
have acted altogether upon expedients; while the 
Democratic party have kept on in the even tenor of 
their way, and endeavoring, by all who'e ome 
means, at all times, to fully develope, and onig to 
tis 
the object of one parity to conceal their principles; 
and of the other, to give as great publicity to theirs 
as pos-ible. The party which acts upon principle, 
has nothing to do but firstto ascertain what the prin- 


` ciples are, and then follow them; and hence the party 


` is never segregated, or broken up, by a differet ce 


in opinion as to expedients most proper to be 


' adopted for its guidance cr direction; while the 


tendency of the other party, which acts by expe- 


: dients, is ever to separate; and though none of the 


sub-parties ever lese sight of their principles, which 
they intend to act upon, if they gain the ascen- 
dency, they many times proceed without much 
union or harmony in their actions. It is for this 
reason that none of the sub-parties are ever 


auxiliaries to the Democratic party, or ever, 
in the end, unite with them; they have 
no natural affinity for that party. It is 


a wel known fact, that whenever a Democrat 
can be induced to adopt the Abolition faith, which 
is now and then the case, but very seldom, he 
straightway goes to the Federal party, and unites 
his vote, poliically, with theirs, and is as much of 
a stranger to Democracy thereafter, as if he had 
never known it. The honorable Sena ‘or [Mr. Taru- 
mance} said, if I unders‘ood him right, that the 
Abolitionists formed no distinct political party, and 
that they did not act with the party that he did. He 
seems to be very anxious, appa‘ently, to keep them 
at arm’s length, and push them off; and why is this? 
If their combination and ebjects are laudable and 
commendable, why repudiate them? Why not re- 
ceive them with open arms, and embrace them, 
not only as political, but patriotic and philanthro- 
pic brethren, and firmly wed and unite them to 
their party? The reason is perfectly obvious, why 
they dare not openly receive them, while they pri- 
vately have their aid. They are aware that their 
cause is viewed by the great body of tte people 
as an unjustifiable and unholy one, fraught with 
danger to this Government: and no political party 
dare openly to embrace them, more than they 
would the bohon upas; it will be equally deadly 
in its poison, to whom or whalever it comes in 
contact wth. That political party which shall 
receive it will feel its blight, and wither under 
its influence. The honorable Senator says the 
party to which he belongs has never had the 
benefit of the Abolition votes; that they have never 
been united with theirs. I would ask the Senator, 
why in selecting candidates for the two first offices 
ia the State of New York, one was taken. from 
the Abolitionists, and one from the anti-Abvlition- 
ists? I would ask him further, whether either of 
these officers could have been elected, but for the 
votes of the Abolitionists? I wou!d ask him again, 
whether the ticket was notso arranged, for the ex- 
press purpose of obtaining the Abolition vote? I 
would ask him further, whether General Harrison 
could have been nominated for the Presidency, had 
it not been for Abolitionists, and whe'her he could 
have been nominated without the activity and aid 
of Mr. Weed, their State printer at Albany, in 
bringing all the Abolitionists to hisa‘d? These are 
facts that will speak for themselves; and there is litte 
usein denying them. ‘The Democrats understand 
they have not had their votes, and the Federalists un- 
derstand they have hadthem. The honorable Sena- 
tor here said that Ben. Franklin was an Abolitionist; 
this is but the echo of all the Abolition papers; this 


- racler. 


has been blazoned forth in all their papers in capital 
‘letters. Do they believe that if Doctor Franklin 


was now alive, from what they knew of his cha- 


racter as a patriot, statesman, and philosopher, 
. that he wcuid join them in their mad career, 
in a crusade against ihe peacefal in- 
habitants of tae slave States; and unite with 
them in despoiting them of their property, which 
was guarantied to them ia the political comyact 
under which so many millions of people are enjoy- 
ing the most perfect civil and religious liberty? 


Doctor Franklin was understood io be such an Abo- | 


` litionist as nearly all the Northern people are, and 

perhaps a great share of the Southern people. 
They believe slavery to be a political evil; ard, 

withont taking into consideration the moral cha- 

racter of it, they aʻe willing, so far as they can 
constitutionally, to sil in removing it from our 
land, atleast, as a civil inconvenience or evil. But 
. they understand the right to hold this species of pro- 
perty in the States existed at the time our Consti- 
tution was formed; and that that right was never 
surrendered by the States,or taken away from them; 
and however it may be viewed in a political or 
moral point of view, it is, beyond their reach; and 
therefore they consider all officious intermeddling 
with it as tending to destroy the Union, and to 1m- 
volve the whole nation in ruin. As much as I de- 
precaté the ex'stence of the evil, I believe, as it is 
here among us, it is much better for the slaves, 
and much better for the whole community, that ne- 
` groes. should remain slaves. So far as fam 
acquainted with them, either in the free or slave 
States, the s'aves appear the most moral, most 
cheerful, and most useful, There are probably 
nearly three mil‘ions of slaves in the United States, 
uneducated, and unused to taking care of them- 
selves, and probably altogether incompetent to do 
it. If they were all emancipated at once, they 
would form about as large a population as the 
- whole Union had at the close of the Revolutionary 
war; their tendency would be to the North, where 
they are taught to believe their peculiar friends 
are. They would be nearly twice as numerous as 
the whole population of the New England States. 
What could be reasonably expected to result from 
their diffusion over the States, other than vices and 
crimes of the most pernicious and destructive cha- 
It is, I believe, ascertained that a great 
proportion of the convicts in the various prisons of 
the States are ignorant and unlettered men, and 
that most of the crimes committed are ascribed to 
that circumstance. Thry would be commingled 
with the now peaceful and wholesome inhabitants 
© of the North, and their vices communicated wher- 
ever the people were susceptible of it, filling oar land 


with a moral malaria; and instead of congratulat- 


ing ourselves with being at least as moral as any 
part of the Union, or of the world, we should be a 
perfect sample of immorality. 

The honorable Senator from New York says 
there is a class of Loco Focos in the city of New 
York who are agrarians, and are endeavoring to 
bring about such a state of society as will enable 
. them to divide the property of the wealthy people, 

and take a portion of it to themselves. This has 
been so long used by the Federal party, as a bug- 
bear to frighten the timid, that there is now no man 
„so igaorant but he will Jaugh at the man who is 
. silly enough to declare it. But the Senator says, if 
such people were to send him a petition for that 
purpose, to be presented to Congress, he won'd do 
- it. This case, I suppose, is presented for the pur- 
pose of illustration; and I thigx it very judiciously 
selected. There would be as much reason in pre- 
- sating this to Congress, and asking its aid, as the 
Abolition petitions, and I think would not be more 
absurd. I think it a very fair illustration. I think 
it makes perfectly clear that which to but few ap- 
peared doubtful defore—and thatjs, these Abolition- 
is's are entitled to no relief Were, in the manner 
asked for. But the honorable Senator over the 
way, (Mr. Wessrer,] in the discussion of this 
question, has asked whether Englishmen, French- 
. men, and others speaking different languages, could 

not live together in these States peaceably, harmo- 
niously and prosperously, each retaining his origi- 
nal language, and national habits. He does not make 
he direct application, and seems rather to deny that 
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| he has any disposition to have the whites and blacks 


í 


amalgamate; buthe, at heart, must intend to inculcate 
the idea that the black race can live here with the 
white, and mingle with them in all the social en- 
joyments of life, except to amalgamate; and this 
case represents, I presume, an illustration of their 
position. But I will take the case which the hono- 
rab!e Senator has supposed; and what would have 
been our condition as a nation at this time, 
the foreigners who have emigrated to this country 
retained their original language, and national pre- 
judices and habits, and taught and impressed them 


(| upon theit children? Can any one doubt but we 


would have presented a second Babel? Sir, place 
in jux'aposition the whites and blacks, and make 
ihem all equally eligible to high social stations— 
you have only to look to Mexico for the conse- 


ad al. 


quences, where you will have a perfect illustration ` 
of it. A people occupying the fairest portion of the ; 


g'obe, with all the natural advantages necessary to 
make one of the most powerftl nations on earth, 
so mixed up, divided into castes, and dezraded, 
that they are incapable of binding themseives 
together, and forming such a Government as to 
give any security to party or pers¢n. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he thought the 
“day had been very unprofi:ably spent, and he did 
not intend to prolong the discussion, but he wished 
to make a remark in reply to the Senator from 
Massachusetts, as to the miogling cf the French 
and Anglo-Saxon races in Louisiana. He said 
there had been considerable difficulty in preserving 
peaceful relations among them, and nothing but 
the greatest forbearance on the part of the Ameri- 
cans, and on the part of some of the French, had 
prevented collisions. He said that both the great 
parties had occasionally profited by Abolition, 
and instanced the recent electicn of a Demo- 
cratic Governor in Massachusetts by their 


was not a single Senator who would not vote 


stitutions, whether right or wrong, were, from their 
nature, incurable. But he did not wish 1o mix it 
up with collateral questions. He alluded to the 
resolutions passed by the House; and said when he 
first heard of i's passage, he had feared, and he yet 
entertained fears, about its operation, and thought 
.its tendency would be to increase, instead of allay- 
ing, excitement. Heretofore, Congress had acted 
as a safety valve in passing off this excitement. 
He never had believed there was any danger, if 
we conducted ourselves here as wise and prudent 
statesmen; but why should we iden'ify Abolition 
with righ's guarantied by the Constitution. If we 
desire safety, let us stand upon the broad platform 
of the Constitution, and this would be the best 
guarantee of protection for the rights of the South. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I: rise to say that I have 
heard the remarks of ‘the Senator who has just 
concluded, [Mr. CraY,] with deep regret. I 
make no impeachment of motive, but am com- 
pelled to say that what he has said, and the course 
he so strongly recommends in regafd_ to these peti- 
tions, are calculated, especially at this moment, to 
do much harm. If we should have the folly to 


advises, it would, in the end, prove fataltous. I 
know this question to the bottom. 
it under every possible aspect. There isnosafety 
but in prompt, determingd, and ancompromising 
defence of our rights—t6 meet the danger on the 
frontier. ‘There all tights arestrongest, and more es- 
pecially this. The moral is like the physical world. 
Nature has encrusted the ex'erior of all organic 


it is alt weakness within. 
litical world. It is on the extreme l:m'ts of right 
that a'l wrong and encroachments are the most 
sensibly felt and easily resisted. I have acted on 
this principle throughout, in this great contest. I 
took my lessons from the patriots of the Revolution. 
They met wrong promptly, and defended right 
against the first encroachment’. To set here, and 
hear ourselves and constituents, and their rights 
and institutions, (essential to their safety,) assailed 
from day to day—denounced by every epithet cal- 


I have viewed . 


aid. He believed that, if put to the vote, there | 


adopt it, to receive these slanderous and incendiary | 
petitions, to take jurisdiction over the subject, and |) 
to argue the case with their authors, as the Senator | 
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culated to degrade and render us odious; and 
to meet all this in silence, or, still worse, to 
reason with the foul slanderers, would eventually 
destroy every feeling of pride and dignity, and sink 
us, in feelings, to the condition of the slaves they 
would emaneipate. And this the Senator advises 
usto do. Adopt it, and the two Houses would te 
converted into halls to debate our rights to our pro- 
periy, and whether, in holding it, we were not 
thieves, robbers, and kidnappers; and we are to 
submit to this in order to quietthe North! I tell the 


_ Senator that our Union, and our high moral tone of 
' feeling on this subject at the South, are infinitely 
_ more important to us than any possible effect that 


his course could have at the North; and that, if we 


could have the weakness to adopt his advice, it 
: would even fail to effect the object intended. 


: and maintain it resolutely. 


to maintain the rights of the South. Their in- | 


It is proper to speak out. If this question is left to 
itelf, unresisted by us, it cannot but terminate 
fatally to us. Our safety and honor are in the 
opposite direction—to take the highest ground, 
The North willalways 
take position below us, be ours high or low. They 


k will yield all that we will, and something more. 


If we go for rejection, they will at first insist 
on receiving, on tke ground of respect for 
petition. If we yield that point, and receive pet. 
tions, they will go for reference, on the ground that 


-itis absurd to receive and nct to act, as it truly is. 


If we go for that, they will next insist on 
reporting and discussing; and, if that, the 
next step will be to make concession—‘o 
yield the point of abolition in this District; and 
so on, till the whole process is consummated, each 
succeeding proving more easy than its predecessor. 
The reasonis obvious. The Abolitionists understand 
their game. They throw their votes to the party 
most disposed to favor them. Now, sir, in the hot 
contest of party in the Northern section, en which 
the ascendency in their several States and the Ge- 
neral Government, may depend, all the passions 
are roused to the greatest height in the violent 
struggle, and aid sought in every quarter. (They 
would forget us in the heat of battle; yes, the suc- 
cess of the election, for the time, would be more 
important than our safety, unless we, by our deter- 
mined stand on our rights, cause our weight to be 
felt, and satisfy both parties that they have nothing 
to gain by courting those who aim at our destruc- 
tion. As far as this Government is concerned, that 
is our only remedy. If we yield that, if we lower 
our stand to permit partisans to woo the aid of 
those who are striking at our interests, we shall 


; commence a descent, in which there is no stopping 
| place short of total abolition, and with it our de- 


life, forits safety. Let that be broke through, and |: 
So in the moral and po- | 


struction. i y £ é 

A word in answer to the Sena'ar from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Wessraer ] He attempted to show | 
that the right of petition was peculiar to free Go- 
vernment. So far is the assertion from being true, 
that it is more appropriately the right óf despote 
Governments; and the more so, the more absolute 
and austere. So far from being peculiar, or conge- 
nial, to free popular States, it degenerates un- 
der them, necessarily, into an instrument, not of 
redress for the grievances of the petitioners, but, 
as has been remarked, of assault on the rights of 
others, asin his case. That I am right in making 
the assertion, I put it to the Senator—have we not 
a right, under the Constitution, to our property 
in our slaves? Would it nut be a violation of 
the Constitution to divest us of that right? 
Have we not a right to enjoy, under the Constitu- 
tion, peaceably and quietly, our acknowledged rights 
guarantied by it, wihout annoyance? The Senator 
assents, He does but justice to his candor and in- 
telligence. Now, I ask him, how can he assent to 
receive petitions, whose object isto annoy and dis- 
turb our right, and, of course, in direct infraction 
of the Constitut‘on? 

The Senator from Ohio [Mr. Tarran] in refus- 
ing to present these incendiary and unconstitational 
petitions, has adopted a course truly constitutional 
and patriotic, and, in my opinion, the only one 
that isso. I deeply regret that it has not been 
followed by the Senator from Kentucky in the pre- 
sent instance. Nothing shortof it can pat astop 
to the mischief, and do justice to one-half of the 
States of the Union, If adopted by others, we shall 
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soon hear no more of Abolition, The responsibility l) by a proeminent Federal member, censuring those 


of keeping alive this agitation, must rest on those 
who may refuse to follow so noble an example. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he had never before, he be- 
lieved, attempted to address the Senate when an 
Aboliuon petition was under considsration. If he 
justly appreciated his duty, it was quite likely 
he should remain silent now, though he had not 
risen to discass Abolitionism, or to protract this 
very desultory debate. Sull, some remarks had 
fallen from his colleague, and frem the Senator 
fiom Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay,] which his duty to ab- 
sent friends seemed to him to require him to notice. 

The honorable Senator [Mr. Cray] has taken 
the liberty to refer ioa vote lately given in the 
other braach of Congress in reference to the dispo- 
sitioa of these petitions; to allude to the fact thal 
some of the members of the New York delegat.on, 
the political friends of Mr. W. had voted for the 
rale adopted in the House; and then had sta'ed that 
all partics in the Legis!ature of the State were now 
expressing their decided reprehension of that vote. 
He should not feel at liberty te make the action of 
either of these legislative bodies the subject of re- 
mark upon this eccasion, had he not been foreed to 
do so by the course pursued by the honorable Sena- 
tor; and he wished it to be distinctly understcod, that, 
in making the short reply he intended, he was not 
acting as the authorized apologist or defender of 

the friends who had given the vote complained of. 
If the vote required apol: gy, they would be found 
ready to make it for themselves. If it 
required defence, they were much better able, 
from character aad talent and 


to this body. 

Sull, as the honorable Senator had referred to the 
vote and to the action of the State Legis'ature, not 
this year simply, bat the last a'so, it was proper in 
itself, and due to those who were censured, that he 
sheu'd state the facts, as he understood them to 
exist. The Senator had spoken cf the expression 
of the Legis'a'ure of New York last year, upon this 
subject oft he disposition of Abolition petitions in 
Congress, as having followed a political revolution 
in the State, and of the form of that expression. 


He must remind the geneman that the expression ` 


to which he alluded as having been made last year, 
was made in but one branch of the New York Le- 
gislature. The political revolution of which he 
spoke had not then reached the State Sena'e, and 
that body did not unite in the expression in favor 
of these petitioners. The House of Assembly, the 
popular branch of the Legislature, was then in the 
hands of the political friends of the Senator; and it 
did make a strong expression, supposed to favor 
the Abolitionists. It did declare the ATHERTON re- 


solutions, so called, a denial of the right of petition. - 
He did not now recollect the exact form of the re- ; 
solutions, or the substance of the exp:ession beyond | 


this point, but as to this he was sure he could not be 
mistaken. The ATueERTON sesolulions were de- 
nounced, because it was said they were a cezial of 
the right of petition, What disp:sition did the 
ATHERTON resolutions make of Abolition petitions? 
They were to be received and immediately laid 
upon the table, without reading or printing, and 
without debate. This was the denial of the right 
of petition last year, according to the expressed 


gislature. 
Now, certain of the Democratic members of the 
House of Representatives from ihat State, hed voted 


to establish a rule of that House, pressed upon | 
them uponthe motions of prominent Whigs, by | 


which these petitions were not to be received. In 
other words, they had voted fer a rule which was, 
in fact and in terms, just what their opponents ia 


the Leg's!ature of their State, one year ago, de- . 
clared to be the true and praclical effect of the | 
:: áj peared in the public papers, but he had nct seen 
bers had done, and his object was accomplished in |, 
He knew nct what either party ` 


ATHERTON resolutions. Tnis was what these mem- 


giving the facts. 
in the Legislature of the present year were doing 


upon this subject, except that he had noticed in the ; 


public papers that some res lutions had been intro- 
duced into the popular branch of that Legisiature, 


influence, | 
to defend themselves, than he was to defend them. |) 
They were responsib'e for their acts to the consti- | 
tuents who had sent them here, not to himself, or | 


' of the United States 


= received. 


i| who had voted for the rule lately adopted in the 


Hous: of Representatives. If there had been ac- 
tion upon them, the account of it had not met his 
notice. 

His honorable colleague had discussed at some 
length the politics of their State, and of the vari us 
paries ia it; the questions, which were Democratic, 
and which Federal; which were, and which were 
not Abolit on; and the like, and had pronounced 
his conclusions with some fpositivene’s. In doing 
this, he had, as Mr. W. thought, done injustice to 


a political friend of his,or he would nct have ea- | 
He understood his hono- | is | no 
ii has voluntary preference as a politician, ora citi- 
| zen, as his viva voce vote upon the election should 


tered into the discussion. 
rable colleague to say that the member of the 
popular branch of the presemt Legislature of their 
State, who was, atits organization, the candidate 
for Speaker of the Administration party in the 
House, had, upon the late election of a United 
States Senator, and when his colleague was elected, 
voted for a prominent Abolitionist, a gentleman by 
the name of Gerrit Smith. If he correctly under- 
stood the remarks of his colleague, this vote was 
said to have been given by the g-nileman alluded 
to upon the open viva voce voe for S-nator in the 
House of which the gentleman was a member. Did 
his colleague so state? 


(Mr. Tatumance replied, yes, that was the way | 


I understood it} 


Mr. W. said he had not made this inquiry thus | 


minutely, for the purpose of fcontradicting it upon 
his own responsibility, as he had no personal know- 
ledge how the fact was; but he had done so for the 
purpo-e of expressing his belief that the statement 
Was erroneous, and giving the grounds of that 
belief. 

He well remembered that, pending the proceed- 
ings in the Legislature of the State, touching the 


` elect‘on of a Senaior, a report sprang up in this city, 


and in one wing of this Capito!, that ali the friends 
of the Administration in the popular branch of that 
Legislature had vo'ed for this ardent Aboli-ionist, 
this Gerrit Smith, as their candidate for the Senate 
‘Ihe rumor produced deep 
fecling here. He was called upon by agreat num- 
ber of members of Congress, from all quarters of 
the Union, for information as to the fact. He had 
none to communicate. He had received no inti- 
mation of any such action on the part of his poli- 


; tical friends; but the mai's from the North were 
` deranged by the stormy and severe weather of the 


period, and he was unable to say what action had 
been had, or what information others might have 


friends, but he could not give it authorized contra- 
diction. Th's report, however, necessarily led him 
to examine that vote with deep interest and great 
care, when it did reach him. The Albany Argus, 
a public journal to which his colleague had alluded 
as a leading Federal paper, was bis authority, and 
was it Federal, Democratic, or Democratic Repub- 


| lcan, which last his colleague scemed to suppose 
; the real name of his party, it was authority upon 


which he relied with a quiet confidence. The vote 


. given, upon the election of a Senator, in both 


branches of the Legislature, he found in the co- 
lums of that paper in detail; the name of every 


, Member voting, and the name of the candidate 
© voted fo: by each, being distinctly stated. He ex- 
~ amined the account with care, and could not say he 
sense of the Whig branch of the New York Le- | 
| single individual of any party had given his vote 


felt much surprise when he perceived that not one 


for the supposed formidable Abolition cardidate, 


| Gerrit Smith. 


He could not, however, in justice to his own 
feelings, leave this matter here, and permit the in- 
ference that the mistake of his colleague was willy 
w.thout foundation. He would, therefore, relate 
what he had understood had taken place at some 
stage ef the proceedings preliminary to the elec- 
tionof a Senator. He supposed the acccunt had 


it there, and related it from mere report. It was 
this: a law or resolution was before the Legislature, 
designed to prescribe the time and manner of elect- 
ing a Senator. To members of the minority of 
the House, other candidates, taken from the ranks 
of their political opponents, were more acceptable 


a 


He entertained the most confident belief ! 
_ that the report was false, and so stated to bis 


than his colleague. Some of these members pio- 
posed to make the election directly, by inserting 
the name of the Senator in the bill or resolution, 
and thus declaring the election, instead of preserib- 
ing the time and manner for future action. Pur- 
suing this fecling, the names of a variety of can- 
didates were proposed, and among them Gerrit 
Smith, his Abo'itionism out of the question, a 
most bitter opponent of this Administration. That 
name might have come from the gentleman alluded 


| to by his colleegue, but it was under such circum- 
| stances, and fur such objects, ashe verily believed, 


if it came from him at all, which fact he could not 
assert. It was a choice among his enemies, not 


have been. This explanation of the errar of his 
colleague he had given, as he had before stated, 
rather from rumor than from any referable autho- 
rity; but he did not doubt it was the real explana- 
tion, and the on!y one of which his statement was 
suscep ible. 

He was now brought to the apparent object of 
the remarks of his colleague, and that was the 
point of most materiality and most delicacy, tle 
interests of others having been disposed of. Why 
wax the statement of hs colleague made, but to 
show that his friends, and the friends of the Ad- 
ministration in the North, are the Abolitionists 
there? He could see no other object, and o'her por- 
tions of the remarks of his colleague seemed to 
him to have a similar object and tendency. 

In refcrence to al such remarks, calculated to 
produce personal irritation, he would take this 
occasion to say to his colleague, thal it was now 
something more than six years since they had 
taken their seats tegether in this body; that their 
public acts had been known to the Senate, if nut 
to their constituents and the country; that it was, 
therefore, folly for them to discuss the question 
hére which was a Democrat, which was a Fede- 
ralist, or which was a Demccratic Republican in 
po ities. Their acts, not their words, must deter- 
mine that point, and the Senate itself would judge, 
independently of their impressions, what the proper 
classification of each was. So also with the ques- 
tion of Abolitionism. His action upon that dis- 
turbing subject was known to this body and the 
country. If it made him an Abolition’st, it was in 
vain for him to reason against the conclusion. If 
it did not, any remonst:ances and declarations from 
him agains! the charge, come from what quarter it 
might, was unnecessary here. So with the Presie 
dentof the United States. His declarations and 
acts and votes as to these petitions, and this whole 
subject, were perfectly known to every individual 
they addressed; and was it necessary for him, as 
the avowed personal and political friend of that 
officer, as he had been since he had had the honor 
of a seat here, and s'ill continued to be, was it 
necessary for him to defend the President against 
the charge of Abolitionism? Not here! not here! 


Why, then, Mr. W. asked, were tbese points de- 
bated here, upon such an occasion, ard these charges 
directly made, or impliedly made, by his colleague? 
During the whole of their public service together 
hitherto, however wide might have been their 
political differences of opinion, it gave him sincere 
pleasure to state that there had not been one par- 
ucle of personal unkindness between his colleague 
and himself. This condition of their personal re- 
lations he earnestly hoped might continue; and 
to that end he would now, as he had upon all 
former occasions, carefully abstain from all re- 
marks calculated to excite unkind feeling. He 
hoped his colleague would imiiate him in this, and 
relieve them from the necessity of disturbing the 
S.nate by their personal or local differences. They 
had both had experience enough in the body to 
know that all such cllis‘ons were unpleasant to 
the members of the Senate. Should they, then, 
thus afflict them? For himself, nothing but a sense 
of self-respect could induce him to doit. When 
they came there together, they were political friends. 
Those members from other States, whom he had 
found there as political fiiends, and who yet re- 
mained there, with very few exceptions, were yet 
personal and political friends. Those whom he 
had found as political opponents, with exceptions 
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stil less numerous, were al this moment his re” 
spected eppoaen's in the tody. Still he had ex- 
perience! personal kindre-s from all, as he knew 
his colleagae had a'so; and shou'd they now strive 
to make all unhappy by their personal or local col- 
Iisions? He would net lead in such a course, and, 
if c mpelled to follow, it would be with reluctance 
and regret. 


He had never charged Federal:sm upen his | 


I! e, nor had he charged Abolitionism upen » j 
co eren z es Ake very day on which the bill finally passed the 


his party, notwithstanding their course in the last 
Legislature. 
rizing men or parties by names, a3 epithets. He 
chose to state facts, and let conclusions follow. 
His colleague had referred, with some triumph, to 


a political revolution in the State. As a fact, he ` 


could state that that revolution brought ino office 
and place a Lieutenant Governor, who was an 
Abolitionist, as far as his responses to the Abolition 
committee cou'd make him one. Yet he was not 
d'sposed, even upon that fact, to pronoance the 
whole party Abolitionists, nor would he do so. He 
preferred to let acts and principles and associations 


He was not in ths habit cf characte- | 


determine these points, as he did, who were Demo- ` 


crats and who were Federalists. Toe truth and 
the facts were his material reliance for himself and 
his friends. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said he would take the ex- 
planation of his col‘eague, as he thought the va- 
riation was of no material Importance. He coin- 
c'ded in the sentiment that this was not the proper 
place for political explanations between himself 
and colleague. His colleague, some years since, 
ja his asual complacent way, told him that as to 
their political differences, their common constituents 
would senle that question. They have settied it, 
and settled it three times over. They have pro- 
ncunced their opinion of this destructive Adminis- 
tration, and of the Sub-Treasary bill, which, in his 
haste to get it throngh this body, the patriotic 
zeal of the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance had impzlie! him to override the 
common courte-ies of legislaton. The per- 
sonal relations of himself and his colleague had 
always been of a fliendiy na ure, ard on bis part 
they shou!d continue so; but he was not to be read 
lectures to by his cotleague, and it was not neces- 
sary to remind him of their personal relations. 

Mr. WRIGHT said be was aware of his tres- 
pass upon the feelings cf the Senate ia again 
tbrowing himself before it. He rose toreply to a 
single remark of his colleague, and bnt one; and 
he did that because he was convinced, without an 
explanation, that remark would be misunderstoc d 
and misconstrued to the prejudice, as well of his 
colleague as himself. 


The remark to which he alladed was, that he 
had been wanting in cou tesy in his action in rela- 
tion to the Independent Treasury bill. If his co:- 
league referred to courtesy to the Senate, as to- 
wards those who were members of the body when 
that bill was acted upon, he had to say to him 
that those were points he could not discuss wi'h 
him; that the Senate, asit was at the time, and 
those who were Senators at the time, were his 
judges as to the propriety or impropriety of his 
course upon the passage of ihe bill in question. If 
any of those gentlemen, who were his co-actors 
and his witnesses, had charges to make against 
him for the mannerin which his duties were dis- 
charged in relation to that measure, it would be 
his duty, as it would his pleasure, to listen to them, 
and to admit their justice or show their injustice, 
as the facts might warrant; but by others he could 
not be called to account for bis courtesy, or want 
of it, to them, 


If his colleague intended to charge want of cour- 
tesy towards himself, as he, Mr. W. was informed, 
that charge had been made by friends of his col- 
league at the seat of Government of ‘their State, 
it was proper thatthe Senate, and their common 
constituents, should understand upon what founda- 
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tion such a charge must rest, and upon what facts 
it must be sustained, if sus‘ained atall. To make 
that explanation was his present object. 

Tne bill in question finally passed the Senate on 
Thurslay of the week, he believed the 231 day of 
January last. The order for engrossment was 
madeon the Friday previous. By the mail which 
arrived from the North, on the evening of Satur- 
day, the 25th of Janusry, he received from his 
colleague a letter, dated at the Astor House, in the 
city of New York, on the 23d day of the monh, 


Senate. This letter gave him the first information 
of the ill health of his colleague, and of his hav- 
ing been de‘ained by sickness, when on his way to 
take his sea'e here. The letter contained a request 


from his col'eague to himself to have the final ques- _ 


tion upon this bill postponed, until he could be in 
his place. In a few moments after the letter reached 
his hands, he learned that the same conveyance 
which brought the letter to him, brought also his 
colleague to the city. 

These are the facts. He had spoken of dates 
fiom memory, but believed he was not mistaken. 
And ander this sta'e of fac’s he was well informed 
that a friend of his colleague had reported at 
Albany that this request had been made from his 
colleague to him, and that he had refused the 
delay asked for. He would not suspect his col- 
league of having been instrumental in giving ex- 
istence or circulation to the falsehood, but, without 
this explanation, thore who had heard the state- 
ment, and should see the remark of his co'league 
to which he was now replying, would be likely to 
connect the present charge of want of courtesy, 
with this story of the letter; and to all, such his 
silence under the charge would be considered as an 


t 


admission of its trath, and of its applicability to ` 


the report referred ta. To prevent that conse- 
quence to his colleague or himself, was his present 


object, and having aecomplished that, he had ` 


nothing more to say. 
Mr. TALLMADGE said he intended no alu- 
son to his letter in the remarks h2 had made, nor 


> passed, 
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will only consuli the journals of this body, they 
cannot entertain one solitary doubt that the most 
beneficial results have already been produced. Is ` 
it nota fact thatthe very memorial offered this 
morning is among the very few which have found 
their way to this chamber during the present ses- 
sion? How was it formerly? How was it before 
the adoption of the rule? Not a morning, scarcely, 
but memorials following memorials, 
asking for the abolition of slavery, were pressed 
upon the consideration of the Senate. 

Such, then, had been the effect most distinctly 


` experienced under the rule of practice already 
` adopted. What is the practical operation of the 


| 


rale? Are the petitions read? Are they printed? 
Are they referred? No. In truth, whether they 
eyer find their way to the Secretary’s table, is 
doubted by some. The question to receive is not 
directly put, bata sideway movement is made at 
once tolay upon the table the motion to receive, so 
as to prevent all debate, and thus ends the matter; 
and it may be asked, what earihly benefit do these 
memorialists now realize from sending these Abo- 
lion memorials to the Senate? None. 'The Senate, 
by their action, most emphatically say they will not 
act upon them; that these memorialists ask for a 
redress of grievances, which are imaginary, not 
real, in no way affecting them, and with which 
they, in truth, have no concern. The Senate say 
that these memorialisis ask for that which it would 
be dangerous to the peace, harmony, and perpetuity 
of the Union, to consider. They therefore, unhesi- 


' tatingly, so dispose of them as in effect to 


prevent all consideration and action upon them. 
This is now the course of the Senate upon Aboli- 
tion memorials; and, as he had before observed, 
the effect had been most salutary. It had pre- 
vented all agitation here upon this subject; and 
agitation was what was desired, was what was 
even declared to be a desirable object; and, as de- 
bate and discussion could not now arise under the 
rule of practice of the Senate, as now understood, 
Abolition memorialists had almost entirely ceased 


' to press their complaints here in this branch of 


was any statement ofthe kind, mentioned by his |, 


colleaeue, made cn his (Mr. T’s) authority. He 
acknow'edze! that the letter reached Washington 
the same evening ax he did himself. 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked, that he wished to 
say a few words upon this subject, and the Senate 
mizht rest assured that they should be but few at this 
hour of the day—(4 o’cleck, p. m.) He derply 
regretted that this debate had so unnecessarily 
arisen. He was of opinion that it was better to let 
well enough alone, than further to agitate this ex- 
citing question. Buta debate had arisen, and had 
arisen in consequence of the presentation of a me- 
morial to the Senate by tke honorable Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay,] upon the subject of 
dome:tic slavery and the slave trade; and instead 
of disposing of that memorial according to the 
well established practice of the Senate, an extra- 
ordinary discussion had grown out of its present- 
ment, which, for one, he deeply regretted. But so 
it was; and he could not now permit this debate to 
end, and the question to be put to rest, at this time, 
withont replying to some observations which had 
been made by Senators, touching the course 
which some of his particular friends, and 
a portion of the delegation from his own 
State in the other House, had recently ta- 
ken upon the resolution prevented by an hono- 
rable member from the State of Maryland upon this 
disturbing subject. He was satisfied with the 
course which the Senate had adopted for its guid- 
ance in relation to this description of memorials; 
and he was weil assured that the people perfectly 
well understood the necessity, propriety, and effect, 
of the rule of practice’ which had been adopted for 
the action of this body upon Abolition petitions. 
That rule had, in his judgment, produced the most 
happy and quieting results; and, for one, he would 
not feel disposed, unnecessarily, to interfere there- 
with, What have been the results? If Senators 


Congress. He perfectly agreed with the Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] that there was no 
diversity of opinion among the States of New 
England as to the constitutional right of the slave- 
holding States to maintain their domestic institu- 
tions undisturbed. The sentiment was general, if 
not universal, in his section of the Union, that it 
would be a flagrant usurpation of power, and a 
gross violation of the Constitution, to interfere 
directly or indirectly with this right of property in 
the slaveholding States. Slavery there exists; 
and it is not the feeling cf New England, 
as far as he was advised, to take any course 
which should disturb the relation subsisting between 
master and slave. New England has no system of 
involuntary bondage sanctioned by her laws; and 
the Senator of Kentucky is right when he says that 
there is no general disposition in the North to inter- 
fere with the rights of property, as they exist in the 
South. But he differed altogether with the Senator 
as to the course which these petitions ought to take. 
He differed with him entirely as to the effect pro- 
duced upon the public mind by the discussion, or 
by the agitation, in any form, of this question here. 
Nothing, in his judgment, tended more to alarm 
the fears, and to disturb the tranquillity of the 
slavehclder, than debate upon these Abolition peti- 
tions in either branch of Congress. 

Nothing, in his judgment, tended more to give 
encouragement, and to inspire confidence among 
the Jeading Northern Abolitionists themselves, thao 
a discussion upon their memorials. And he, anxious 
for peace within our borders, lamented the debate which 
had recen ly taken place in the House of Repre- 
sentatives upon Abolition petitions. 

The debate, in his judgment, was uncalled for, 
and ill-advised. It could do no good; it might pr 
duce great evil in the North, if not ia the à ane 
The resolutions offered at the last ses:ion in the 
House of Representatives, by his iriend Mr, 
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ATHERTON, had been offered to quiet the public 


mind upon this distracting subject, to prevent ex- 
citement, and to show to the South that the Northern 
feeling was generally opposed to any ac'ion by 
Congress upon Abolition petitions. ‘These resolu- 
tions, thus presented, and forsuch an object, de- 
signating merely the n.ode of disposing of this class 
of memorials, had met with the most determined 
opposition from every quarter. That oppvesition 
was not confined to the non-slaveholding States. 
They met with a most extraordinary opposition 
from another quarter. The author, in the North, 
had been vilified as the destroyer of the right of 
petition. He was charged at home, within the 
limits of his native State, with haviog, by a shame- 
fal dereliction of public daty, prostrated and ren- 
dered of no effect one of the dearest rights cf the 
people. That charge he had met, fear.essly met, 
before his people; and that people had recently 
passed a commentary upon his course, most grati- 
fying to his feelings. ‘They had returned upon 
the issue a verdict with which he has every 
reason to be satisfied. Gentlemen from slave- 
holding States had denounced Mr. ATHER- 
ton’s resoluiions as wholly inefficient, and de- 
structive of Southern rights. The resolutions 
were presented for the purpose he had s‘ated, and 
contemplated the adoption of a rule of practice in 
relation to this class of memorials, precisely similar 
in effcct to that what has been in use in the Senate, 
aad from which much benefit, in his judgment, had 
already resulted. Experience has shown that, so 
violent was the opposition to the resolutions, by 
some from the slaveholding States themselves, 
it was rendered altogether impracticable to re-enact 
them at the present session for the guidance of the 
House of Representatives. A month of angry and 
useless debate in that branch of Congress, gave dis- 
tinct evidence that some thing must be done, and 
done without delay, to give tranquillity to the pub- 
lic mind. And what was to bedone? Would it have 
answered further 1o delay, and put off action upon 
the all important public business before that branch 
of Congress—would it have answered longer to 
have consumed the public time, and to have ex- 
haasted the public Treasury, in offering and dispos- 
ing of those memorials, asking for the abolition of 
slavery, as they might occasionally be presented? 


‘Was a course like this to be tolerated? Sure he was, . 


that the response of his own State would most em- 
phatically be, No! And for what object was oppo- 
sition made to the adoption of any rule of practice 
which would, in effect, dispose of Abolition me- 
merials, when offered without any debate or de- 
finite action. To save, it was said, the right of 
petition—to protect this high privilege of the citizen. 
He utterly denied that the general right of petition 
was impaired under the rale of practice, as adopted 
by both the House and the Senate at the last, or 
as established by the House at its present, session, 
in relation tothe mode of disposing of Abolition me- 
morials. That general right remains undisturbed, 
untouched, by this recent act of the House of Re- 
presentatives. The ATHERTON resolutions and the 
recent rule have the same general object in view— 
te prevent debate—to save all action upon this 
particular elass of petitions. It was not believed, 
or even supposed by any one, that under either rule 
the House would bestow the least consideration 
upon these petitions—they were to meet the same 
fate there, that they experienced here—they were 
in no sense to 4e received for any purpose of le- 
gislative action—they were, without reading, with- 
out printing, without referring, to receive their 
quietus; and, mystify this matter as you may, this 
was the sum-and substance of the action of both 
Houses of Congress in relation to Abolition petitions. 
Bat in noway is the general right of petition thereby 
impaired, nor, in trath,is the particular right of peti- 
tion upon the self same subjects, thereby infringed. 
Both the Senate and the House have distinctly in- 
dicated that they will not consider-—that they will 
not act upon—these memorials; and this is all they 
say. They take away no right of petition—they 
do not thereby prevent the people from assembling 
and asking, at any time, for a redress of griev- 
ances. They distinctly say that, as far as it respects 
titions asking for the abolition of slavery in the 
istrict ọf Columbia, coming from] persons with- 
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out the District, they will not take them for legisla- 
tive action. This is all; and had he, at the time, 
been a member of the House of Rep:esentatives, 


under existing circumstances, he should have voted |, pt imp 
if p li an absolute and anqualified obligation to receive, 


as the majority of the delegation from his Stale 
voted upon the resolution offered to the House by 
the honorable member from Maryland, [Mr. Jonn- 
son.] He would have done this as the only course 
left him, in order to put to rest this agitating ques- 
tion; and, in doing thus, he could not have supposed 
for a single moment that he was thereby abridging 
the general right of petition. In his opinion, it was 
due to the interests of the public to put this ques- 
tion to rest—to stop debate, and to avoid action 
upon this subject. He, therefore, was free to say 
that he entirely approved the course which his 
friends in the other House had seen fit to take; and 
he ente tained no doubt that their course would be 
approved by their constituency. His own course, 
since he had been a member of Congress, upon the 
subject of Abolition pe itions, was well known at 
home, and well understood here. He had been in 


upon the other side, the Senate is bound to receive 
every memorial, coming from whom it may, and 
asking for what it may; otherwise the Tight of pe- 
tition is impaired. It the tight of petition impl es 


does it not follow, with equal force, that the right 
imposes a corresponding obligation to consider and 
to aci? , ae 
Ic this general right of petition is thus abridged, 
then it follows that, at all events, and under any 
circumstances, Abolition petitions coming up here, 
and all others, must not only. be yeceived, but con- 


| sidered and acted upon by the body to which they 
` mey be addressed. The Legislature of bis own 


State had, on frequent occasions, given such an €x- 
pression of their own opinicn as relieves him and 
his friends from all difEculty and embarrassmenton 
this question. 

His own State had so repeatedly, through her 
Legislature, declared the palpable mju tice of any 
action by Congress upon the subject of slave- 


‘ ry, as itexists in this District, unrequested by its 


favor of that proposition which contemplated .. 


the least possible disturbance of this agitating 
subject. His language had been, ‘ Hands 
of.” Let this whole matter alone. No pot- 
sible good could result: if, by entertaining the 
petitions of the Abolition memorialists—even if 
Congress should carry into effect the prayer of 


these memoriali:ts, and s'avery should be even , 


abolished in the District of Columbia, there would 
not be one slave theless. His opinion had been, and 
still was, agitate not this question. Let this sub- 
ject alone, had been his appeal at hcme, his doc- 
trine here. It concerns not those who send up to 
the Senate, periodically, their fpeiitions. If 


grievances exist, arising from the institutions of do- |" 


mestic slavery, they cannot effect those States in 
which no such institutions are established. If 
slavery be a great moral evil, let that evil be con- 
fined to the region where it is tolerated. If rights 
exist, growing out of the relation, he would rot in- 
terfere therewith. Inno sense, in his judgment, 
can the Abolitionists cf the North be justified in 
their anhallowed effurts—effurts tending to destroy 
the r'ghts of property, and tending to rend asunder 
this Confederacy. He would now say to the non- 
slaveholding communities—as he had repeatedly 
before said—let this whole matter alone. 

And is he obnoxious, or are his particular friends 
in the House, who voted for Mr. Jonnson’s reso- 
lution, obnox ous to the charge of abridging the 
general right of petition by the course pursued? 
How has he, or how have they, impaired that 


right? No man is more in favor of the righ!s of the |, 


people than himself; and this right of petition, he 
believes, is one of their dearest rights. But how 
has he impaired that right? Does it follow because 
that he, in the exercise of a sound discretion, 
sees fit to withbold a petition sent him from 
his constituent, that he thereby abridges the 
right of that constituent? No: not in the least. 
The constituent has a clear, undisputed right to 
send his memorial here; but does it follow that the 
Representative is bound, at all hazards, to preʻent 
it; or does it follow that the body to which it is ad- 
dressed is bound, at all events, to receive it? Not 
so. The Representatve and the body must act 
upon his and their responsibility. Would it be 
said that he was bound to present a petition, com- 
ing from his constituents, asking for the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the State of Virginia?—a request 
undermining the foundations of this Governmeni? 
Can it be contended that the Senate would be 
bound to receive such a petition? No. The Abo- 
Jitionist himself would hardly contend fer this. 
There is, then, of necessity, some limitation to this 
right of petition. 

He would not deny to his constituent the existence 
of this right in its broadest sense; but the Representa- 
tive has not only a duty to perform to his immediate 
constituents, but to the country. The petitioner 
may ask for that which itwould be most dangerous 


inhabitants,thathe could not, nor could his friends in 
the other House, for a moment believe, that by his 
and their ‘course upon the subject of Abolition pe- 
titions, he and they were depriving them of one of 
their dearest rights. How is this dectrine altemp'- 
eil to be supported? Tt is said that this sacred right 
of petition is expressly guarantied by the first arti- 
cle of amendments to the Constitution of the United 


| States. In his judgment, thatarticle hasno particalar 


tothe peace and security of the Union to grant. | 
Should a petition of this character be received and i; 


considered? The Representative, and the body to 
whom the memorial shall be addressed, must ex- 
ercise their own discretion and judzment. If the 
doctrine be correct, as contended for by Senators 


bearing whatever upon the question. This right, 
as it now exists, so it has existed long before the 
Constitution its+lf was formed. Whatis the arti- 


| ele to which reference has been made? 


“Congress shall make no law respecting an esta- 
blishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exer- 
cise thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech ot 
of the press, or of the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.” 

Now, he utterly denied, that by the course he 
had pursued here, or by the course his friends had 
pursued elsewhere, that he or they were lending 
their aid in the passage of any law abridging the 
freedom of speech orof the press, or to prevent 
the peop'e peaceably assembling together to ask 
the Government for a redress of grievances. He 
would go as far as he who would go farthest 
against the passage of all sach laws. He was ul- 
terly and absolutely opposed to any such legisla- 
tion. How, then, has he, or hov have his friends 
in the other House, by his and their course of con- . 
duct upon these memorials, exposed themselves to 
the charge of impairing the general right of peti- 


| tion?—a right well unders‘ood by his people, anda 


right which he would not disturb or abridge—~a 
right which, he rejoiced to add, was so universally 
enjoyed, and which could be so properly exeicised 


by the freemen of this country. 


Mr. Presipent: I rise to participate in this če- 
ba'e, so far only as the question is supposed to in- 
volve the right of petition, and the policy of our 
action here, in reference to that view of the subject. 

The honorable Senators, from Massachusetts, 


. [Mr. Wezster,] and from New York, (Mr. Tart- 


MADGE,]| seem to regard a refusal by Congress to 
the presentment of petitions for the aboluion of 
slavery, as an infraction of that right, whilst the 
honorable Ser ator from Kentucky [Mr. Ciay] has, 
witk his accustomed eloquence, and much plausi- 
bility, expressed his apprehension that the people 
of the South, in claiming even their rights he e 
with too fastidious exaction, may diminish their 
friends in the North, by permitting the Abolition- 
ists the advantage of involving, with their primary 
question, the more popular one of the right of peti- 
ton, and that many will probably make common 
cause on the right of petilion, and persist in assert- 
ing that principle here, who would not concur in 
the particular proposition on which this right is so 
frequently debated. 

I propose a brief discussion of these two ques- 
tions; and first, as to the right of petition. 

The following is the amendatory article of the 
Constitution cf the United States, in which the 
Tight is said to be secured: 

“Art. 1. Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishmept of religion, or prohibiting the free 


exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to as:emble and tò petition the Gove.n- 
ment for a redress of grievances.” 

In respect to the right of petition, what does this 
article propose? It does not atiem;t to specify the 


measure, or the extent of the right, or to what sub- | 
jects it shall appertain. It does not attempt to spe- | 


cify what are the duties and cbligations of Congress 
ia the reception of petitions, or the measure of re- 
dress which Congtess may, can, cr shall afford. 
The right secured by this article is simply an im- 
munity on the part of the people from any law ema- 
nating from Congress abridging the popular rights 


“peaceably to assemble and petition Government for . 


redress of grievances.” Whilst Congress abstains 
from making any such prohibitory law, are not 
all the obligations which this article imposes upon 
Congress duly respected? It must be observed that 
this article contains no grant of power to Congress; it 


does not enlarge the sphere of ils dulies—it brings no- © 


thing within the jurisdiction of Congress not other- 
wise conferred by the Constitution; it does not multi- 
ply the subjects on whtch it is permitted to give audi- 
ence, indalge debate, or grant relief. No such 
thing. It is prohibitory and restrictive on Congress, 
so far as power and jurisdiction are corcerned. It 
observes eatire silence as to the several subjects on 
which the people may rightfully and appropriately 
petition the “Government” of the United States for 
relief. These unquestionably must remain pre- 
cisely as if this pronibitory article on the powers of 
Congress had never been inserted in the Constitu- 
tion. What criterion, then, is furnished to the 
people for the appropriate exercise of their right of 
petition? Is not the answer obviously found in 
the inquiry as to what Government has the power 
to grant redress? 

Suppose the grievance ccmplained of be the 
statute of Massachusetts recently kuown as the 
“fifteen gallen law.” Will any constitutional law- 
yer contend, or dees the most ignorant citizen be- 
lieve, that the article of the United Stat s Constitu- 
tion above quoted has conferred a right on the citi- 
zen to come here by petition to have that law abo- 
lished? The answer to such a proposition would 
seem to me so manifest əs to leave no room for 
dvalt on the subject. If such petition were pre- 
sented, what should be not only the right of Con- 
gress, bat its respectful dufy toward a sovereign 
State? Should we permit ourselves to recrive, re- 
fer, report, and debate the propriety of our assum- 
ing to correct the legislation of Massachusetts on 
this subject? May some half dozen cit-zens of 
Massachueetts come here and claim, as of right, to 
hold the sovereignty of that State in abeyance be- 
fore Congress for weeks, and months, and years tege- 
ther, on such a subj:c', which every citizen feels and 
knows we have no jurisdiction of? But if the pro- 
position appears unreasonable in this aspect, how 
much greater its enormity, when the measure, in- 
stead of being proposed by citizens of Massachu- 
setts, protesting against the grievances of their own 
Ntate laws, it should turn out that this mal-adminis- 
tration of affairs there was sought to be corrected 
in Congress, on the petition of some score of bac- 
chanalians from the shore of the Mississippi? 

As I would act, and as I believe the Senate 
would act in such a case, so, in my jadgment, they 
ought io act in this. 

This, Mr. Presideat, is emphatically a question 
of jurisdiction, and the rejection of such petition as 
now presented doe not assail or invade the right of 
petition. The whole scope and extent of the poli- 
tical rient of petition, is the right to ask redress 
from that Government or tribunal having the power 
to giant relief. 

Common sense, as well as legal and constita- 
tional rales, prescribe this as an essential principle, 
and necessary limitation to the right of petition. If 
4 citizen of the United States was desirous to ob- 
tain a patent right of protection to a mechanic 
invention, to be used in the kingdom of Gr?at Bri- 
tain, would he, as a.matter of common sense and 
propriety, petition that Government or this for the 
protection? If acitizen of the United States, of 
the Catholic faith, desired some spiritual indul- 
gence from the charch, would he petition the pa- 
pal power of Rome, or this Federal Government? 
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Ifit were desired by the citizens of New York to 
have some new regulation in respect to thelr public 
markets—or on the ‘subject of lamp-lighting the 
streets of that city—is there any among them who, 
through ignorance, or in pretending to assert the 
right of petiton, would come here for redress ot 
such grievances? Do any citizens of our country, 


: seeking to recover debts owing to them by other į 


citizens, ever assert their right of petition so un- 
advisediy as to ask the judgment of Congress to 
award that redress? All must accord a negative 
response to these propositons, and the reason must 
as obviously occur to all: namely, in seeking either 
favor or redress, the petitioner perceives and acts 
upon the necessify to present his solicitations where 
the power is vested to grant what is asked for. 

I readily admit, that in a complex system of Go- 


| vernment, there may be evils, for the redress of 
which intelligent citizens might mistake the tribu- 


nal or an'hcrity to which they should apply. Nay, 
further, that the departments or tribunals themselves 
might hones‘ly mistake their own power, and 
wrongfully granl or withhold relief. 


having power to grant relief, dces not change the 
principles of the question. And this rule is par- 
ticularly true of the Government of the United 
States, which is of limited jurisdiction. Itis not 
for the Goverment to paiter with pretensions to ju- 
risdiction, when it is ascertained not to be within 
its granted powers. There should be no affected 
courtesy to those who would besirge this Senate 
into the assertion of unauthorized power, at the 
expense of prostrating the sovereigniies who send 
us here—and particularly on a question, the right 
to legislate on which has been so often disclaimed 
on all sides, and in which opinion al] here concur. 

But further, to il'ustrate this question of juris- 
diction in contradistinction to the right of petition, 
it may be observed that all cur citizens practically 
understand the duplicate form of their Govern- 
ment, and readily distinguish the general and ex- 
clusive powers that app:rtain to their Sta‘e Go- 
vernment from thore which belong to the United 
States Government. Every citizen knows that the 
great body of the laws that prescribe his rights and 
duties as a member of society, and the rules and 
regulations that control his right and title to pro- 
perty, emanate from his own State Legislature; 
and it seldom occurs (and perhaps has never cc- 
curred) that a petition is presented here which so 
mistakes its proper direction as to ask reli: f of this 
Government in matters respecting which the peti- 


tiones State Covernment alone possessed the | 


power to grant relief. And itis perhaps still more 


| remarkabie that neither ignorance or impertinence 


has ever perpetrated a petition by citizens of a 
State to their own State Legislature, asking the 
abo'ition of any law or institution in another State. 
Every citizen of the slaveholding States, if in- 
quired of why slavery does not exist in Massa- 
chusctts, will answer, because it is proscribed or 
abolished by the Government and laws of that 
State. And every citizen of the non-slaveholding 
States, if inquired of why slavery dors exist in 
Mississippi, will as readily answer, the institution 
is established and permitted by the Government of 
Mississippi. Up to this point, and to this extent, 
ali must understand the matter alike. Now, sup- 
pose the citizens of the South should commence, 
by petitions, to importune Congress to establish 
slavery throughout the States of New Eng’and. 
Has New England a Senator here whose consti- 
tuents could ke induced to believe Congress had 
the power to grant such petitions? And has New 
England a Senator here, or c tizen at home, who 
would not feel himself insulted, and the rights and 
sovereignty of his State wantonly outraged, by 
incessant importunities here of this character? 
Would they defend the monstrous presumption of 
such impor:unities, and demand your respectful 
deference to their claims, on the ground that such 
was the right of petition? If such be the right, let 
us note its bearings in a case which might aptly 
arise on the same article of the Censtitution, from 
which, it is said, this extent of the right of petition 
is deduced. l 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an esta- 


blishment of religion,” &c. A petition is presented | 


But the diffi- | 
culty of distinguishing the appropriate tribunal, | 


| * redress’? sought. 
' petitioned with no expectation of redress. 


' sacred right. 


' made, “Shall the petition be received P’ 


: ists who understand the question as thus presen 
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by the Baptist association of North Carolina, pray- 
ing Congress to establish their creed and taith as 
the national religion, and abolish all others. A 
Senator having such petition in charge, states its 
import, and proposes its presentment. Its reception 
is objected to, because it seeks of Congress that 
which the Constitution forbi!s Congress to grant er 
to legislate upon. But the advccates of this ex- 


_ tended right of petition, rise and answer: “We ad- 


mit Congress has no power to grant the prayer of 


. tLe petition, or to make any law respecting it. 


But the same article of the Constititution pre- 


; Scribes also that Congress shall make no law * * * 


abridging the * * right of the peop'e peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government. fora 
redress cf grievances;? and we consider, first, the 
petitioners have aright to regard the provisions 
of the Constitution, interdicting Congress the 
power to establish national religion, as a ‘grievance? 
secondly, we are bound to lieten to it, asa griev- 
ance rightfully complained of, though we are 
sworn to maintain it, as nota grievance; thirdly, 
we’are bound to proceed with the preliminary 
formr of legislation, as if to grant redress, though 
we all know and acknowledge our oaths to sup- 
port the Constitution as no ‘grievance’ in this be- 
half, compels us to deny redress. We therefore 
cannot constilutionally reject this petition, till all 
this solemn mockery is gone through with, in order 
to preserve the right of petition. The right to 
have these ceremonial preliminaries of legislation 
d:spensed to the petitioners is secured to -them as 
the vital principle of the right of _ petition. 
The petitioners knew, before coming here, the 
Constitution denied us the power to grant the 
It is presumed, therefore, they 
And 
we are bound to conclude, that knowing their 
rights, and our power in this respect, they are 
merely asserting the right of petition, by way of a 
healthful political exercise. Thus we regard this 
A rightin this case, secured by the 
Constitution, to seek its des‘raction. A right 
which binds us as priests to minister at the sacri- 
ficial alter, though pre-oblig-dto save the victim. 
Finally, a right in this, and like cases without 
remedy, but yet a profound and sacred right.” 
Now, I ask of those who reason thus here, if 
they have heard the like logic at home from any 
of their constitaents? I apprehend not. If their 
constituents fully understand this point in differ- 
ence, if they will comprehend this essential nothing 


: so far as their object is concerned in the particular 


case, and the night of petition is vindicated for 
them by their representatives here, will they im- 
portune us lonzer to gain this certain negative, this 


| affirmative nothing? 1 state the que ticn, and I sta‘e 
, it for the common sense of the peop'e to Cecide, 


and believe those that are honest will decide with 
us. It is this: 

A petition is preseated here to abolish slavery in 
the Southern States. Such petition, all parties, or a 
great majority, in Congress, agree, would seek that 
which Congress has no power to grant. It is no 


‘question of expediency or propriety; but it is a 


question of power—of jurisdiclien—and the majori- 
ty so believe and regard it. The question is then 
Now if 
Congress be already agreed that they have no consti- 
tutional power to grant the petition, in what respect 
are the petitioners benefited in having it receive. ? 
Suppose it be received and referred to a committee, 
who report thereon, “that Congress have no power 
over the subject-matter of the petition,” and which 
report is adopted by the Senate, can the most san- 
guine petitioner imagine that he has asserted his 
rights with any more success than if his petition 
had been rejected without such reference and re- 
port?’ Has he obtained any more of what he 
sought in this latier result than the substantial re- 
jection of his petiion? Those who advccate the 
extended right of petition, say this mode of rejec- 
tion is what the petitioners are entitled to. It is 
what they mainly desire—what they deem all im- 
portant to the preservation of their liberties. As 
one, Mr. President, I do not believe the ApoE 

? 
are contending for any such phantom. yas bin 
they believe the essentia! right of petition 
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in having their petition peremptorily denied by 
Congress for want of jurisdiction after report by a 
committee, rather than denied on presentment for 
the same reason. Ihave debated a case, Mr. Pre- 
sident,in which all concur that Congress has no pow- 


er to grant the petitioner’s prayer, because thead- | 


vocates of this extended interpretation of the right 
of petition assume that such peculiarity of the 
case makes no difference ia their view of the ques- 
ton. 

Botin my judgment the whole class of petitions 
on this subject, wheiher to abolish s'avery in this 
District, the Territories, or the States, are equa!ly 
ebjectionable on constitutional grounds, though, 
perhaps, for somewhat different reasons. 


Property, wich the rights asd incidents pertaining | 
to it, originates in the arbitrary institutions of so- | 


ciety, Land is generally a sutjec! of property; 
water is seldom made so, and air never. Domestic 
animals are pio; erty; wild beasts and birds are net 
so regarded. Governments are insti'uted for the 
proteciion and regulation of life, liberty, and pro- 
pery. How far life or liberty shall be protected, is 
a stipulation in the compact of Government, indi- 
ca'ed by consideration of the benefits and necessi- 
ties of the social system. No society ever esta- 
biished a Government protecting life or liberty in 
their utmost pessible extent. Nor was a Govern- 
ment ever established extending equality of rights, 
social or political, to all its members. The whole 


system of the dcemestic re’ations, of bond service by | 


indenture or other means; the political disfran- 
chisement of women, generally better, and o’ten 
more capacitated, than the master man, who con- 
tro] them, are abiding illustrations o“ this lat:er 
position. 

Io the rezu'ation of property, all Governments 
resting in compact have some limits prescribed to 
them. There is not, and prebsb'y there never was, 


a Government beneath the son, possessed of the | 


right, as a conceded and acknowledged preroga- 
live, to take or abolish the prcperty of the citizen 
or subject at pleasure, and without, recompense. 
Sach a compact would be a political absurdity, in- 


asmuch as it implies a principle destructive of a | 
primary end and object for which Government is 


instituted. 

In our General Government, and in many of our 
State Governments, of written and fundamental 
constitations of political power, such an idea is 
expressly repudiated. 


the Government, by which rights to property 


zre seized up, lost, or forfeited, though tuese also | 


are restrained. But I speak of the acsertion, 
hy Government, of a distinct, independent power, 
whicb, from considerations of general or particular 
benefit to the sccial system, it should as- 
sume to take from th? citizen, without recom- 
pense, that which his form of Government had 
entitled him to possess as property; or to abolish, by 
legislation any species of property held by the citizen, 
and so to cancel all right and title of the pruprie- 
ior. I believe there is nota sirgle State Govern- 
ment in the Usion inve-ted with the power to pass 
such a law. The people, in organizing their ferm 
of Government, may undoubtedly invest their Le- 
gislature with such a power. ‘But I repeat my be- 
lief, there is no evidence extant that they ever have 
yet committed so gross a folly. If, by mere legis- 
lation, any cf our Governments, from motives of 
municipa! policy, can destroy and abolish she proper- 
ty of the citizen, then can they also legislate away 
the lives or. liberties of the citizen. Life, liberty, and 
property, as reg irded in our Government, consti- 
tute the politcal trinity ia the faith of the Ameri- 
can citizen. In their conservative destiny, they 
are one and indivisible. 

To regulate the use of property, great and ample 
powers aie conferred upon the Legislature. For 
such conservative purposes it 1s but little restricted. 
A man’s house may be demolished to save a city 
from conflagration. His private property may be 
destroyed to prevent its giving succor to a hostile 
army. He may be forbidden to wear concealed 
weapons, or to permit his ox or dog to roam at 
large on the public highway. But suppose the 
Legislatare pass a law that all the cattle and horses 

owned by the citizens shall cease to be property, 


te 


I do not, of course, gainsay | 
the operation of the penal and taxing powers of | 
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the right of ownership therein abolished, and the 
anima's turned out to the enjoyment of brute free- 
dom; would such a law be valid? I answer, with- 
out hesitation, it would not. 

Now the rule in regard to the power of the Legis- 
lature will be the same, whether it attempts to abo- 
lish the citizen’s right of property in lands, houses, 
farniture, or slaves. There is no power in the Le- 
gislature to abolish either. Were such a law en- 
acted, the people, by common consent, m'ght de- 
fer to its provisions, and forbear to contest its va- 
lidity. But I advance the opinion, with mach con- 
fidence, that if such a law be ever passed, under 
existing powers of Government, ard its validity 
shall be contested by the citizen, the Judiciary wil 
pronounce it void. 

Then, how stands the case with this Districi? 
The Constitution has invested Congress with the 
power of “exclusive l-gislation in all cases whatsoever 
over such District.” 

Now what may Congress de? Thry may “legis- 
late in all cases,” but can they do what they please 
in all cases, without restraini? Can Congress, for | 
the capricious reasons of sccial propriety, take away 
by Jaw the lands or goods of the citizen, or abolish 
his right of property in either? Can Congress, irom | 
considerations of promo'ing public or retributive 
justice, require by law that the owners of slaves 
shall exchange their relative condition, and the ser- 
vant, in turn, become the master? I cenclude all 
will admit Congrezs possesses no such powers as 
the questions con’emplate. 

It is readily perceived, then, that the power 
given tv Corgress, 10 “legislate in all cases whatso- 
ever over such District,” wijl not authorize it to do ald 
things by its legislation. There are, perhaps, few 
Abolitionists so perfect'y fiantic on this subject, as 
to contend that theexclusive legislative powers of 
Congress here weuld authorize the passage of a 
law to sell the District out at auction. All will 
perceive the genius and spirit of our Government 
impose some limi‘ation to its powers. We then 
ariive at the important question, can Conercs3 
abolish slavery in this D strict, and deprive tne ci- 
tizen of his right and property therein, without com- 
pensation. 

To solve this question, I consider the Constitu- 
tion itself a sufficient and affirmative expcsition. 

Aiticle five of the. amendments prescribes that 
“no per-on shallbe * * * deprived of fife, li- 
berty, or preperty, without due process of law; nor 
shall private property be taken for public use; 
without just compensation.” 

By the first part of this article life, liberty, and 
property, are secured to the citizen on the same 
terms; and, hy the same means appointed to de- 
prive bim of either, he may be deprived of all. The 
second part is equally explicit and easy of compre- 
hension; and both remarkable for the prompt mo- 
rality they inculcate. 

The Government, as representing the public in 
its authority of eminent domain, may take private 
property for public use, by rendering just compensa- 
tion. But the Congress of the United States, in all 
its omnipotence of power, cannot, by the enact- 
ment of a direct Jaw for that purpose, and without 
pretence of its being for the public use, as autho- 
rized by the Constitution, deprive the citizen of 
either State or Distr'et of his property, or right of 
property, to the value of a shilling; and I will add, 
also, it would be the highest prercgative of despo- 
tism, were it otherwise. _ 

As to the powers of the General Government to 
regulate the use of property in this District, I readily 
acknowledge it is possessed in the most ample ex- 
tent. But its exercise would be an irresponsi¥le 
and odions tyranny, if instigated and presciibed by 
foreign influence, and enforced by mere power on 
the people of the District, again:t their will. 

With these views, I main‘ain that the want of 
jurisdiction, the absence of adequate power to grant 
a petition to abolish slavery in this District, exhib ts 
our rights and duties to be’no more or less than per- 
tains to us on petitions to abolish slavery in the 
States. 

Ihave no object cr intention to derogate from 
the right of petition, and would not, here or else- 
where, abridge that right in a single hair’s breadth, 
in its legiimate exercise, It fuinishes a conve- 


nient means to the minority, essentially useful and 
proper, by which to urge their complaints, and ask 
redress of such grievances as the measures of the 
majority may flict upon them. But I contend 
the right of petition can never confer upon us any 
dominion whatever over subjects not delegated in 
the Constitution. It cannot require of us, whose 
powers and duties are circumscribed and appointed 
by the Censtitution, that ye shall be invoked, or 
rather goaded to action, ghd required to attempt, 
and partially pregress, to do that which we are for- 
bidden to do, in prder tg vindicate an exaggerated 
extension ofa right, pefverted into wrong, insult, 
abd aggression. š e 

It is not to be q: estibned tut the right of petition 
is convenient in a appropriate functions, and va- 
luable in its degree; Ánd, in my apprehension, it is 
no depreciation of phat right to say, that so far as 
indicated in the Cofstitntion of the United States, it 
does not challenge the ex'ravagant eulogies be- 
stowed upon it here. The right, as there incorpo- 
ra'e], breathes a distrust which might not be im- 
properly entertained against a despotism, but ecr- 
tainly dors not evince the highest pretensions of a 
free people, who claim the right to make and un- 
make their form of government at pleasure. 

Few, I presume, would distinguish it asthe most 
favorite feature in the Constitution of a free, wise, 
and just Government of the people’s choice. It 
might be regarted as a trophy of some pride and 
toast where an oppressed people had wrested it 
from the stronggrasp of the tyrant. It was well spo 
ken by the hcnorable Senator f.om Sauth Caro'ina, 
[Mr.Catuoun, ] ihat the ballot box, which, in our De- 
mocratic system of Governmest, commands the 
will of the majority to be executed in all our le- 
gislation, (within the rules fuescribed by the or- 
ganic law,) is a main substitute for the right of pe- 
tition in arbitrary Governments; and I will add, 
of much higher and prouder pretensions. In our 
system the right of petition is the most limited of 
popular and political righ’s. 

The specification of such aright, in our power 
of Government, impliesin one view an apprehen- 
sion of wrong to the citizen, superinducing a ne- 
cessity to sue fur as a favor, that which the people 
in this Government may demand as a right. In 
the other aspect it implies the still hambler privi- 
lege of soliciting that which it may be generous to 
bestow, and yet not unjust to withhold, 

It our Government was that of the few, which 
oppre sed the many, and when the people assem- 
bled to petition for redress of grievances, the 
minions of power, backed by the military, read the 
riot act, or the tyrant’s proclamaticn, and then 
dispersed the multitude, noder such circumstances 
it might be highly prized as a great and gracious 
privilege to approach the throne of a master 
through the obsequious medium of petition. Butt 
trust it shall prove a vain effort of the Abolitionists 
to magnify the right of petition here, into such con- 
secrated importance as to profit them much in aid 
of their seditious cause. They cannot dignify this 
right by claiming for it such profound considera- 
tion, but ai the correspondent expense of debasinz 
the American people to a more servile condition 
than every principle of their Government entitles 
them to occupy. To hold it up here asa test of 
the people’s freedom, the conservative principle of 
their liberties, the deep foundaticn on which their 
Governmest rests, and that all is at stake in the rejec- 
lion of their petitions, is truly working up an ocean 
tempest 


_ * * * to drown a fy,” 

The condition of the American pecple is happily 
more elevated, their means of political preserva- 
ion more enlarg-d, than this portentous clamor 
would report them. It isa false alarm, and will 
not take, that the liberties of the people are held by 
so frail a tenure as the right of petition. 

But I am not tenacious that such petitions as 
now presented should be refused admission, rather 
than nailed to your table, so soon as received upon 
it, Asa question of right, I would certainly prefer 
that such petitions should not be received into this 
chamber at all. I would prefer it, also, from a 
sense of due and becoming respect to those States 
whose sovereignties and reserved rights these peti- 
tions most wrongfully and radeiy assail, 


With respect to the propriety and policy of re- 
ferring these petitions, and reporting on their me- 
rits, with the view of conciliating the petitioners, I 
shall say but little more than io declare my uncom- 
promising aversion to such a course. .Not that I 
should apprehend, from the present organization of 
the Senate, a report tending, in aay material degree, 
to excite apprehensions, or endanger our rights in 
the Soath. I am well assured no such report would 
at this time be made. But itis sufficient for me to 
repeat, that as I verily believe Congress has no 
rightful jurisdiction of the subject, I should regard 
any report that could be mace as a triumph yielded 
to the officious importunitics of the petitioners, and 
herce a criminal usurpation of power against the 
sovereignty of the States interested. Nor do I be- 
lieve that any report which would te made here, 
would allay that obtrusive spirit of the petitioners. 
Ii is the Moloch spirit of religious and political fa- 
naticism; and when has scber reason and simple 
justice ever met such adversaries with succe-s? 

To the honest and misguided of onr Northern 
brethren who may have conceived their right of 
petition at kazard in this contest, we will say to 
them, in hope and confidence, that their full and 
impartial investigation of this question must result 
in our justification. ‘Ihe qaestion of jurisdiction, 
in every tribunal on earth, is a previous question, 
rightfully made at the threshold; and no court, that 
maintains a decent respect for its own charac‘er 
and the rights of suitors, will betray itself bya 
judgment on the merits of the controversy, when 
not possessed of competent jurisdiction over the 
sabject and the parties. Now the right of legal 
redress for injuries to person and property, and the 
pledge of power that the courts shall be kept open 


for the administraticn of such redress to all, | 


are familiar pledges in most of the Consti- 
tutions of the State Governments. Supprse the 
citizea mistakes bis forum, and seeks redress in 
one court, that can only be awarded to him in aro- 
ther: the court cbjcct to adjudge the merits of his 
case, because impotent to grant redress. But the 
suitor persists that his right of suit is guarantied to 
him by the Cons'itution, and that this right is arbi- 
trarily nullified and rendered valueless, unless he 
can obtain a hearing and judgment oa the merits of 
his cause. The answer which the court must ne- 
cessarily give to such importunity is: “Your right 
of suit, as abstract from our duties to adjudge, we 
do not contest; but such right on your part does 
not confer on us a jurisdiction to decide your case. 
We take no cognizance cf the matter, nct from 
disrespect to the suitor, but for want -f proper au- 
thority to retain and adjudge the sut. Go hence, 
to that tfibunal which kes the power to grant what 
you petition for.” 
So would reason, necessity, and the philosophy 
of its pritciples, dispose of such a question. 
Those who seek only in sincerity to vindicate 
the right of petition ia this controversy, I permit 
myseif to indulge the belief, will concur in these 
common sense views of the subject. But to those 
who have determined to busy themselves with that 
which coneerns them not, and who discard the 
dictates of common sense, the evidence of truth, 
and the l’ghts of reason, to grasp at conclusions ina 
Sheer spirit of wilfulnezs; those who reject facts 
to theorize in absiractions, who substitute the 
bigots morality for municipal law; who irampie, 
- without show of deceacy or remcrse, upon all the 
plighted faih and sacred compacts of our Union, 
and shout in justification the hypccritieal pretext 
of the right of petition, to such we know our 
rights and reasoning are urged alike in vain. No 
conciliation: can be hoped for with them, bat on 
ierms of concession that can never be submitted 
to, till that despotic usu:pation which has un- 
furled its banner here in these petitions, shall ex- 
turt them at Philippi. 


On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN , the motion to 
Tecetve the petition was laid on the table. 

Mr. C. also presented a memorial of Kirk 
Brown, and others, praying for the imposition of 
a daty on silks; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finarce. 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, February 13, 1840. 


On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, a communica- 
tion from Samuel Hazard, enclosing a copy of th 


Commercial and Statistical Register of the United 


States, was referred to the Committee on the Li- 


brary. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
Ness in order was the motion of Mr. Casxy to re- 
fer the memorial! of the National Road Conven- 
lion, held at Terre Haute, Indiana, to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, with instructions to re- 
port a bill appropriating $150,000 to each of the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, to be ex- 
` pended on the Cumberland road. 

Mr. RUSSELL remarked that it was known to 
the House that the committees had not been af- 
forded an opportunity, at the present session, to 
make reports. He hoped the House would there- 
fore agree to a suspension of the rules, for the pur- 
pose indicated; and, with the consent of the gen- 
Ileman from South Carolina, [Mr. PickEns,] he 
made :he motion that the rnles be suspended to 
enable him to introduce a proposition to receive re- 
ports from the committees, on to-morrow, till the 
hour of one o’cleck. 

Mr. PICKENS had no objection to yield the 
‘floor for the purpose. 

Mr. RUSSELL’S motions—to suspend the rules, 
and to set apart one hour on to-morrow for the re- 
ception of reports —were then agreed to. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON suggested to the House 
the propriety of referring the many bills on the 
Speaker's table tothe various committees; but, 
objection was made. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE begged the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. PicxEns]-to yield the floor to 
him to make a motion to refer the President’s annual 
message to the Committe of the Whole. It struck 
him that there was great impropriety inreferring par- 
ticular d cumen's, accompanying the message, to 
the committees, and not to refer the message itself. 
He thouzht it was due to the character of the mem- 
bers, and due to the country, that it should be ta- 
ken from the table and referred, that the House 
might, when itthought proper, go into committer 
on it. 

Mr. PICKENS was willing to yield the floor; 
but objection was made to the motion, and it was 
not pressed. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi,by permission, 
gave notice that he would on to-mcrrow ask leave 
to intreduce bills of the following titles: 

A bill to regulate the fees of the clerks and mar- 
shals in the District Court of the Southern District 
of Mississippi; and : 

A bill further to provide for the adjustment of 
the claims to reservations of land under the four- 
teenth artitle of the Choctaw treaty, made at Dan- 
cing Rabbit Creek, in the year 1830. 

Mr. PICKENS then proceeded to discuss the 
question before the House. He made a strong 
argument against the expediency and constitution- 
ality of appropriating moneys from the National 
Treasury to objects of internal improvements in 
the States. He replied to the arguments of Mr. 
Mason of Ohio, and Mr. Howarp of Indiana, that 
the National Government was bound by contract 
to comp'et2 the Cumberland road, and contended 
that the compact had been complied with to its 
fullest extent, and showed to the House that seve- 
ral milions more had been appropriated to that 
object than the means which formed the basis of 
the contract justified. 

Mr. P. after concluding his remarks on the pro- 
position before the House, which he opposéd as 
being unprecedented and unparliamentary, and be- 
cause it was improper to bind the committee to do 
acertain thing without allowing them the privi- 
lege of examining into its expediency and proprie- 
ty, moved the following amendment asa substitute 
for it: z 

“And that the memorial be committed to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with instruct’ons 
to consider the expediency of reporting a bili in 
favor of the measure.” 

Mr. PROFFIT then obtained the floor, not with 
a view, he said, of discussing the merits of the 
Cumberland road, but to hold up the present Ad- 
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ministration to the censure of the people. He was 
in favor of the amendment of the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Caszy,] and opposed to the substi- 
tate of Mr. Pickens, because, he said, it 
evaded the question; and if referred to the 
committee in that form, it would never be re- 
ported upon. He had understood already that 
the Committee of Ways and Means would not 
report a biil without having before it estimates. 
He justified the committee in that course on the 
ground that they were bound to consult the repert 
of the proper Department. He censured the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury for omitting the Cumberland 
road in the estimates, and contended that it was 
done intentionally. Mr. P. then denounced all the 
land schemes, or propositions to graduate and re- 
dace the prices of land, as humbugs to deceive the 
people in the West; and commented on the mes- 
sage of the President recommending a reduction as 
a part of the same system of deception; and said 
he had hesrd, at every cross road in Indiana, the 


same arguments preached nine hundred and ninety- 
nine times over a barrel of hard cider. 


Mr. P. 
then censured and denounced the Administration 
for the manner in which the Fiorida war had 
been conducted, and made some humorous 
remarks in characterizing the officers which had 
retarned from that war, asdandies. He then en- 
tered at large into a discussion of the State politics 
of Indiana, in ihe course of which he alluded to his 
colleague, [Mr. Wick,] and charged him with having 
denounced the Whigs as Federalists, a party to 
which that gentleman, he said, had but recenily be- 
longed; having been one of the electors for Presi- 
dent in favor of Mr. Cuay, and having always 
acted with the Whigs. 

Mr. WICK denied that he had ever been a 
Whig since the Federal party had assumed that 
cognomen. He was understood to say that he had 
never acted with this new-born Whig party, which 
was now made up with the fag ends of all parties 
and all principles. He was born and reared a 
Democrat, and: had always followed jn the foot- 
steps of those who had acted upon the great prin- 
ciples upon which that party are united. It was 
true he had been an elector in favor of Mr. Cray; 
but since that time that gentleman had repudiated 
his old Democratic principles, and a melancholy 
change had been effected in his opinions. He was, 
however, conscious (even if he was in the wrong) 
that he was now right, and that he should re- 
ma'n so. ; 

Mr. PROFFIT then resumed his remarks, and 
continued in the same strain of denunciation. He 
then examined into the claims of General Harri- 
son for the Presidency; and having eulogized his 
military exploits at Tippecanoe, the Thames, Fort 
Meigs, and the river Raisin, he concluded by say- 
ing that his advancement to the Presidential cbair 
cou'd not add one laurel to his brow, but m'ght do 
him an act ef justice. 

Mr. MARVIN rose, not for the purpose of 
making a speech, but to cffer a substitute for that 
of Mr. Pickexs, and as an amendment for the 
original proposition. His amendment. contem- 
plated that the Committee of Ways and Means 
should discharge a duty which it had done at every 


_ previous session of Congress. Until the last ses- 


sion, 1t had been in the habit of reporting bills for 
the Cumberland road, and for constructing harbors 


“and building light-houses; but it had refused at that 


time to take the responsibility; and if it be left to 
them at this time, as a mere question of expediency 
or propriety, the House would never hear of the 
matter agaia. The committee was so constructed, 
that it would control the subject, and entirely keep 
it from before the House. He was not io 
be alarmed by the assertion that it was not 
in accordance with parliamentary practice to bind 
a committee of the House to carry out its views. 
If the House was in favor of any particular mea- 
sure, it was right and proper to insiract or compel 


` its committees to report such a bill as would 


best promote its wishes. But he contended that the 
committee had just as much jurisdiction over a 
subject now as it had at any past time—that it aad 
the estimates’of the Topographical bareau, whic 

had been referred to it, and eught to be compelled 
by instruction, to act upon those estimates. e 
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believed it mcre than idle to pass upon any propo- 
sition simply !o ask the committee to inquire into 
the proprie'y of reporting an appropriation for this 


| 


i 
H 


road. Mr. M. after arguing for some time in reply | 
to Mr Pickens, contended that it was perfectly - 


consuiutional for the General Governament to car- 
ry on works of in'eroal improvement and to con 
siruct harbors on the lakes, and concluded by offer- 
ing bis proposition as fo!lows, as an amendment to 
the original proposition: 

“And that the Committee of Ways and Means 
be iusiructed to repori bills in accordance with the 
estimates coatained in the reports from the Chief 
Engineer and the Chief of the Topographical En- 
gineers, to the Secretary of War, and communi- 
cated to Congress by the President, making appro- 
priations for the year 1840, for the continuation of 
the construction or improvements of harbors and 
roads, and the navigation of rivers, for which ap- 
propriations have been heretofore made.” 

Mr. BARNARD then obtained the floor, and 
proposed the following, which he prevailed on the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Marvin] to ac- 
cept as a modification of his amendment, to follow 
at the end of the same, viz: 

“Unless, in any particular case, the commit'ce 
should be of opinion that the particular work vught 
to be entirely discontinued; and in such case, if 

any, the committee shall submit to this House the 
Teasop which lead to suchfconclusions. 

Mr. B. was anxicus to speak on the subject, 


and moved the House would adjourn; but with- , 


drew it at the suggestion of 


Mr. BLACK, trom the Select Committee on | 


Priating, who reported a reso!ution to extend the 


time to that committee to investigate the subject, |, 


and to prepare its report. 


Mr. L. WILLIAMS inquired why the commit- - 


tee did not fix a day on which to report. 

Mr. BLACK said the time had now expired on 
which the committee was to have made a report; 
and it was impossible to fix a day, as it had much 
business yet to attend to. 

_ Mr. L. WILLIAMS then proposed fo amend 
the resolation by inserting the ist of March; and, 
after some conversation between Messrs. BELL, 
BLACK, and R. GARLAND, as to how far the 
extension of time would affect the conditional con- 
tract with the Printer, the amendment was adopted, 

-and the resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. HAND then presented several petitions, 
which were referred; after which, 

On Motion of Mr. BARNARD, 

The Hous: adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Farmay, February 14, 1840. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of Samuel 
E. Cones, and one hundred and fifty-nine other ci- 
tizens of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, upon the 
subjeet of a Congress of Nations. Mr. P. said 
that most of the signers were known to him, either 
personally or by reputation. They were engaged 
in the various pursuits of life, and it was but just 
tosay of them, that they were gentlemen of great 
intelligence, respectability, and high moral worih. 
They introduce the subject (which is treated vith 
olearness and ability) by the declaration that ‘ it 
is a growing sentiment among men, of al! classes 
and professions, that international war is as need- 
less asit is confessed to be ruinous to the resources 


and morals of a people;” and as “the most | 


fraitfol causes of war (in their estimation) flow 


from the unsettled state of international law,” they | 


present the project of a Congress of Nations, with 
a view to the double object of the amicable adjust- 
went of national disputes, and the more definite 
one of the estabiishment of a code of international 
law. Although Mr. P. did not concur in all the 
views expressed by the memorialists, he enter 
tained for their opinions a high respect, and 
moved the printing of te memorial, and its refer- 
ence to the Committee on Foreign Relations.. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented fourteen memo- 
rials from citizens of the United States, severally 
Temonstrating against the use of bloodhounds in 
proseculing the war against the Seminole Indians; 
which were referred io the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 
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Mr. WALKER presented the peti ion of Ed- 
ward C. Hyde, praying to be allowed to enter a 
quantity of land at the minimum price, in lieu ofa 
lıke quantity purchased and paid for by him, and 
afterwards sold by the United S:ates; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented three memorials from 
citizens of the State of New York, praying the pas- 
sage of a general bankrupt law;‘which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition of a 
number of citizens of Philade!phia county, praying 
a repeal of all laws that conflict with the Constitu- 
tion of the United States; the motion to receive 
which was, 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of a numter 
of citizens of Pennsylvania, relative to the abolition 
of the foreign slave trade; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that he rose to present 
& petition signed by six hundred and twenty-seven 
citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
“ manufacturers of, and employed in the manu- 
facture of, umbre!las and parasols.” 

These petitioners state that, under the twenty-first 
clause of the second section of the tariff act of 
July, 1832, a duty of twenty-five per centum ad 
valorem was imposed on the importat on of “uin- 
bretlas and parasols, of whatever materials made.” 
That th's duty continued to be collected from the 
time that act went into operation, un'il the month 
of March last; when, under a new construction of 
the compromise act of March, 1833, silk umbrellas 
and parasols have been admitted free fiom any 
duty whatever. 

The memoralists, therefore, ask Congress to pass 
an explanatory act impesing the same duties on 
silk umbrellas and parasols which were paid, un- 
der the acts of July, 1832, and March, 1833, until 
the month of March, 1839. 
ceclar:ng that upun the action of Congress ‘‘de- 
pends the support of the many thousands who are 
engaged in the hitherto growing branch of domes- 
tic industry, which bas amounted ie millions of 
dollars per annum, but if admitted free from duty, 
umbrellas and psraso!s mast cease to be of Ame- 
rican manu- facture.” 

Mr. B. said that if the Senate were a proper fo- 


` rum in which to debate or decide judicial questions 


arising under our own laws, he thovght he could 
convince the body that the first consirution of the 
cempromise act, which had prevailed for six years, 


i: Was correct, and that the iate construction was not 


‘| warranted by the spirit of that law. 


In what condition had this recent construction 


; placed our umbrella manufacturers? All the arti- 


They conclude by | 


cles entering into the manufacture of umbrellas, | 


such as whalebone, brass, and iron, now paid a con- 
siderab'e daty. To the extent of this duty, the fo- 
regn manufacturer enjoyed a premium over the do- 


mestic manufacturer; because the umbrellas of the | 
former were imported altogether free of duty. He : 


did not believe that any Senator who voted for the 


as the countries of France, Belgium, and Holland; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. l 

Mr. SOUTHARD presen'ed the memorial of 
John Hancock and others, praying the increare of 
a duty on foreign silks; which was referred to the 


' Committee on Finance. 


Mr. S. also presented the memorial of a number 
of citizens of New Jersey, remonstrating against 
the use of bloodhounds in the Florida war; which 
was referred lo the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FULTON presented the memorial of a com- 
mittee of the Polish exiles, praying the passage of 
an act to authorize the immediate occupation and 
settlement, on their part, of the lands heretofore ap- 
propriated by Congress tor their use; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presen‘ed the petition of J. B. 
Plauche, praying to be allowed to locate on any 
unapproptia'ed public land in the State of Louisi- 
ana, the amount of a Spanish concession made to 
his father in the year 1789, but rejected by the 
commissioner of the land office west of Pearl ri- 
ver; which was referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. . 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred certain documen's con- 
nected with the salt duty, reported them back to the 
Senate, with a motion that they be printed. 

On this metion a debate ensued, which took a 
wide and discursive range, in which Messrs. BEN- 
TON, TAPPAN, DAVIS, CLAY of Kentucky, 
PRESTON, ALLEN, WEBSTER, WRIGHT, 
and CALHOUN, participated; when, without 
taking a questicn, 

On motion ef Mr. WALKER, the Senate ad- 
journed till Monday neat. 


—— 


HOUSE OF REPREESNTATIVES, 
Fripay, February 14, 1840. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first thing 
ia order was the presentation of reports from the 
committees. 

Mr. RIVES asked the consent of the House to 
permit him to offer a resvlution to have all the pa- 
pers and testimony now before the Committee of 
Elections in relation to the New Jersey disputed 
election, prin'ed for the information of the House. 

Mr. STANLY and others objected. 

Mr. RIVES moved to suspend the rules for that 
purpose. 

Mr. WISE begged his colleague (Mr. Rives] 
not to press his motion at this time. His colleague 
(Mr. Boris,] who was on that committee, and 
who was now absent, (anticipating that such a 
m«tion could be made,) had requested him, if it 
were made, tv endeavor to prevail upon the mover 
not to insist. He would, oppose it if he were 
present. 

Mr. RIVES was understood to say it would af- 
ford him pleasure todo so, bat he could not 
consent, consistently with a sense of duty. The pa- 
pers were voluminous, and if they were ordered to 


' be printed now, it would afford members an opper- 


compromise bill, would say that he intended this ` 
act should receive any such construction, or pro- | 


duce any such effect. 


Mr. B. trasted that the Committee on Finance | 


would determine that a revenue duty of twenty per 


cent. should be imposed on the importation of fc- |, 


reign silks; and this would relieve the petitioners. 


; Or, if this should not be the case, that they would 


„report an explanatory bill, placing the umbrella 
manufacturers in the same position they had occu- 


 pied-for the six years previous to March, 1839. 


The memorials were then referred 10 the Com- , 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed, with | 
the accompanying document from Samuel Wright i; 


and William A.Drown, the Committee of Umbrella |; 


Manufacturers. 


Mr. YOUNG presented a report, addressed to the | 


Right Hon. Charles Poulett Thompson, President 
of the Board of Trade in Great Britain, on the sub- 
jest of an inquiry into the number of accidents on 
board of vessels propelled by steam, the causes 
Jeading to such accidents, and the best mode of 
prevention; containing much valuable information, 
drawn from the experience of that country, as well 


tunity to form correct views of the merits of the 
question, and enable them to vote understandingly 
when they were required to vote. 

Mr. RANDOLPH inquired of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Rives,] if sucha resolution 
had not been before the committee, and rejected by 
a majority of it. 

Mr. RIVES said he believed such was the fact; 
and it was for that reason that he had brought the 


_ Subject before the House. 


Mr. RANDOLPH moved a call of the House; 
which was refused. 

Mr. CAMPBELL (chairman of the Committee 
of Elections) said he was perfectly aware that 
there cculd be no debate on this question; but, 
from what he could see of the temper of the House, 
he presumed the rues would not be suspended, 
and therefore he would be much gratified if he 
could be permitted to make a few remarks. He 
knew that he could not do so without permission of 
the House. 

Several members objecting to Mr. CAMPBRELL’S 
proceeding, the question was taken, and resulted 
—yeas 85, nays 73, equivalent to a decision in the 
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- negative—it requiricg a vote of two thirds to sus- 


pend the rules. The vote was as follows: 
YEAS—Messres. J. Allen, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, Black- 
well, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. | 
Butler, William O. Butler, John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, | 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Craig, Cross, Dana, John W. Davis, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, James Garland, Gerry, Hand, ‘| 
John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hook, How- | 
ard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave John- |: 
son, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leo- |; 
nard, Lewis, Lowell, McClellan, Mallory, Medill, Miller, 
Montanya, Montgomery, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, | 
Reynolds, Rives, Edward Rogers, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, | 
John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, — 
Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob | 
Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoei, Watterson, Weller, Wick, | 
and Henry Williams—86. : 
NAYS—lessrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Barnard, — 
Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, James 
Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Curtis, Edward Da- 
vies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dillett, Edwards, Gid- 
dings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Habersham, 
Hall, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles 
Johnston, Lawrence, Linco!n, Marvin, Mitchell, Monroe, Mor- 
an, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Palen, Pope, 
roffit, Randali, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Rhett, Ridgway, 
Russell, Sergeant, Simonton, Traman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, 
Stuart, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplet, Trumbull, Underwood, 
Peter J. Wagner, Warren, John White, T. W. Williams, Lewis 
Wiliams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and 
Wise-—-73, i 
The SPEAKER then called for reports from 
committees; when 
Mr. CAMPBELL, from the Committee ef Elec- 
tions, (that comm tice being the first on the list,) 
reported a resoluiion empowering the committee to 
have all printing done which it aeemed necessary 
to facilitate the business before it. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to amend the 
resolution, by authorizing the committee to print 
all the evidence they have collected. Mr. J. in 


submitting this motion, observed that he did not | 


propose discussing the question involved, and for 
that reason, and to save the time of the House, he | 
would call fur the previous question. 

Mr. CRABB hoped the gentleman from Ten- 


nessee would not do so much injustice to the com- |; 


mittee as to persist in his motion. 
he, that the committee be heard. 

Mr. CAMPBELL appealed to the gentleman 
from Tennessee to withdraw his motion for the 
previous question. 

Mr, C. JOHNSON declined withdrawing his 
motion. He had purposely avoided discussion | 
himself, believing it would be a useless consump- 
tion of time. 


I demand, said 


` comple'e the Cumberland road. 


: test. 
| party policy—it was whether it be not the duty of , 


the construction or improvements of harbors and 
roads and the navigation of rivers, for which ap- 
propriations have been heretofore made. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, by permission, wished to cor- 
rect some of the remarks he made a few days ago 


` on the question now before the House. 
Mr. R. said: I am satisfied I misunderstood the | 
statement of Mr. Hussarp of Alabama, about | 


granting to the State of Hlinois the public lands to 
He stated he was 
willing, so far as he was concerned, that the States 


mght tax the public lands in Hlinois, Ohio, and | 


Indiana, to make the road, provided they did not 


/ tax them higher than they would tax their own 


citizens for that purpose. 
Mr. BARNARD said the preposition before the 
House was general, and embraced the whole sys- 


` tem of internal improvements, which have been 


under the fostering care of the Goverament for 
many, years. He was pleased that it had been 
made general. He had no disposition to connect 


this subject with party, but did not believe it was |. 


possible for him, more than others, to divorce it en- ` 


lirely from party. He hoped, however, whatever 


aspect it should assume with reference to party, f 
it should be of a national and patriotic cast, and ` 


be not merged into local and personal party con- 
The question was oneof a great national 


Government to provide, by all the means in its 


power, and that it commanded, for the con- i 


struction and repair of roads, of national 
and military importance; for construction and 
improvement of harbors, and removal of ob- 
structions from navigable rivers for the good of 
commerce. This was the great question involved; 
a question which had been identified wıth the poli- 
tics of the country, necessarily, for many years. 


|, He believed it was of the utmost importance that 


the National Government should proeecute all 
works of the above character, commenced or par- 
tially completed. The system of internal improve- 
ments to which he had referred was one commenced 
long ago, and was prosecuted by the power and 
agency of the Government for a long series of 
years, and there was nothing new or unusual in it— 
it was one which had commanded the favor of 
every President of the United States, every Admi- 
nistration of Government, every party in power, 


Mr. BRIGGS moved a call of the House: which 
was ordered—ayes 85, noes 58; and : 
The roll was called, resulting in 187 members |. 
answering to their names. After calling the ab- | 
sentees, and excusing such of them as were absent 
from unavoidable causes, 
On motion, all further proceedings under the call | 
were dispensed with, and the doors were opened. i 
On mction of Mr. SERGEANT, Senate bill to 
amend the act to provide for taking the sixth cen- ` 
sus or ennmeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States, approved 3d March, 1839, was taken from 
the Speaxer’s table, and referred to the Committee | 
on the Judiciary. ¥ 
. ORDERS OF THE DAY. S 
The SPEAKER announced that the order of 
day was the motion of Mr. Cassy tẹ refer the 
, mo:ial of the National Read Con i 


Terre Haute, Indiana, to ihe Committee o ays 
` and Means, with instructions to report -abill ap- |, 
. Propriating $150,000 to each of th Statgfof Oho, |, 
Indiana, and Illinois, to be expendgd ofthe Cum- 
berland road. | 
The substitute of Mr. Pick 


for said in- ;; 
siructions, as follows: | 

“And that the memorial be committed to the | 
Committee of Ways and Means, with instructions | 
to consider the expediency of reporting a bili in 
favor of the measure.” 

And Mr. Marvin’s amendment to the origi- 
nal proposition, and substitute for Mr. Pickens’s 
amendment, as follows: i 

‘And that the Commiitee of Ways and Means , 
be instructed to report bills in accordance with the — 
estimates contained in the reports from the Chief 
Engineer, an'i the Chief of the Topographical En- 
gineers, to the Secretary of War, and communi- | 
cated to Congress by the President, making appro- |. 
priations ior the year 1840, for the continuation ef 


i which might 


: out of gear. 


in abandoning it. 
ıı B. that the public lands and duties on imposts ; 


ji Government, 


It had met, certainty, with 
personal and partial opposition; but he be- 
lieved if there was any one system of polcy 
be considered as established 
by the Government, it was this one. It was now, 
for the first time since it was introduced, suspend- 


; ed, now for the first time placed in jeopardy. That 
| machinery of Government which had been em- 


ployed for a seriés of years, has been now thrown 
The system, so far as the President 
and cabinet were concerned, had been entirely 
„abandoned. He then argued at some length, to 
show the correctness of the positions assumed above, 
and to show that the President had taken distinct 
grounds against it, but did not complain because 


and every party of any considerable standing | 
which expected to get into power, since the system | 
‘| was first introduced. 


Mr. B. them went into a lengthy examination of 


the compromise act, to show how far its provisions 


could be complied with, without abandoning the 
system of internal improvements by the Gene- 
ral Government, and to what extent the duties 
could be increased under it to carry on that sys 
tem. The President and Secretary had referred to 
that act as if it was impossible to revive the tariff, 
except in case of war; that he had adopted it as a 
basis for his estimates not only for the present, bat 
for the future; and the consequence would be, if it 
was not to be touched, that the most invaluable 
policy and interests of the country would be sacri- 
ficed. Itseemed to be looked upon by the father 
and framer of that law; as well as the Executive, 
as a sort of new Constitution; as a law superior to 
all other laws; yes, as one overriding even the 
Constitution. It was to be regarded by the Execu- 
live as limiting the Constitution, and even restrict- 
ing the powers of that House; and what. effect 
it would have upon the great manufacturing inte- 
rests of the country remains to be settled. The 
National road, harbors, all the great objects of the 
past care of the Government, were to be sa- 
crificed to the genius of the compromise act. 
Thus, sir, we have a new rule set up, by which the 
action of the Government should be measured. 


; The question hereafter would be no longer what 


he had exerci-ed his constitutional prerogative `- 


They were now told, said Mr. 


yields just so much revenue, and that there were 


certain indispensable objects, (as enumerated in |: 
' other objects of internal improvement would be 


the estimates,) which would consume the whole, 
and would leave nothing for objects of inter- 


nal improvemen'; and, from the reading ef | 


the message, the idea of increasing the ta- 
riff is so entirely of the question, thet itis not to 


be regarded for a moment as the ultimate source | 
. from which the great system could derive means i 


fur its support, and commented at some jength on | 


- that partof the message which enjoins on Con- 


gress the propriety of keeping within the bounds of 
the estimates, to which he was understood to be op- 


posed, and went on to show that, from his reading . 


of the Constitution, Congress had the power to lay 
duties for the common defence and general wel- 
fare, without any other restriction, and claimed 
that the subject of discussion came within that pro- 
vision, and should receive the fostering care. of the 


[l 


: value. 


the interests ot the Government required, but 
whether the 20 per cent. ad valorem would admit of 
carrying out any measure that might be for its inte- 
rest. A political alliance had been formed be- 
tween the head of the present Administration and 
a distinguished individual, the great champion of 
this compromise act. The first effect of that alli- 
ance was the total abandonment ef the system of 
internal improvements. He begged leave, for one, 
to enter his solemn dissent, and upon his official 
responsibility, to the whole doctrine which belonged 
to the assumption, on the part of the President of 
the United States, that this compromise could not 
be tonch’d. He did not believe that it was su- 
perior to the Cons‘itution, and could not be Jlis- 
turbed, though he was not, at present, willing that 
it should be disturbed. 

But he protested that it should not be considered 
of any higher Jegal value than other laws, or that 
the action of the Government should be restricted 
to its provisions. He did not believe that the 20 
percent. ad valorem was to be a standard now, and 
for the future. He did not agree that the manu- 
facturing interests and system of internal improve- 
ments shou!d be sacrificed, because of the existence 
of this law; and there was no good reason why they 
should not resort to temporary loans to earry cut 
the great inients of the Government if it was found 
necessary. Mr. B. contended that if the system 
shou'd be suspended, the greater part of the mo- 
ney already expended would be as completely lost 
as if it had been sunk in the ocean. A great en- 
terprise was to be broken off, half executed; and the 
part ofthe road completed would be of no sort of 
Harbors half execated—wharves aod 
dikes half built, were to fall a sacrifice in con- 
Sequence of the new political alliance. For 
one, he objected. Mr. B. then spoke at some 


“length, to show how injuriously the abandonment 


of the system would operate on the improvements 
on the Hudson river now partly completed; and 
said ifthe House would agree to appropriate to 
complete that work with the understanding that all 


abandoned by the Government, he would, on behalf 
of his constituents, reject the proffer. He went for 
the whole system, which was a glorious one, and 
would never consent to abandon it to benefit a par- 
ticular part of it. If it was to be abandoned on the 


‘score of economy, it was not such economy as 


was worthy of a statesman. He again contended 


-that the twenty per cent. tariff rule was no rule 


for the proper action of the Government, and if 
any one branch of the public service was likely to 
suffer by it, it was the daty of the Government to 
reise means to prevent it. 

Mr. B. then est on to argue that the proceeds 
of the public lands shouid be applied expresy to 
purposes of internal improvement. He nem 
the public lands as being heid by the AET 
in trusi for the people of all the States, 
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recognise the right of the Government to apply its 
Proceeds to the ordinary purposes of Government; 
bat contended that the Government should pay 
such expenses by duties on imports; and if such 
expenses required that the dunes should be in- 
creased, it ought to be done so in t'me of peace as 
well asin time of war. The moneys expended on 
ebjects of internal improvement, he thought, 
woald be reimbursed to the Government, eventu- 


ally, through the means of the general benefits ` 
which it would confer on the country in developing , 


its resources. He then went on to examine the 
estimates, comparing those of the past year with 
these of the present, to prove that the great reduc- 
tien contemplated in the expenses of Government 
by the Presideat, was owing to the ahandonment of 
objecis of internal improvement and the diminished 


mamber of pensioners, and rot by a retrenchment : 


of unnecessary expenses, and thought the President 
did not deserve much credit for it. 

Mr. B. argued in support of the proposition to 
instract—he held it absolutely necessary in the 
present state of the case to instract. The cabinet 


was a unit, and was opposed to the objects con- | 


templated in the instruction; and the House knew 
how the Committee of Ways and Means was con- 


stracted with reference to it. They knew, from | 
the symptoms which came from that committee | 


last year, that it was opposed to it—and it was a 
premonitory symptom of what m‘ght be expected 

. from it this year. Unless that committee was posi- 
tively instracted, he did not believe it would report 
one single bill for objects of internal improvement. 
Under ordinary circumstances, he would not in- 
stroct that committee. 

Mr. CRARY was aware that it had become a 
common castom to consider all the questions which 
come before the House with reierence to constitu- 
tional coasiderations; bat as far as the ameadment 


to the amendment was concerned, be could | 
hardly suppose that the strictest constructionist in 


the House doubted the power of Congress to act on 
it. It was not in the power of the States to impose 
taxes for the improvement of their barbers; and 
that power being exciusively confined to Congress, 
it became necessary for them to come here for ap- 
propriations, when such improvements were 
wanted. As Congress had taken the jarisdiction, 
it must therefore take the consequences re- 


selling from it. He was aware that great | 


abuses had existed under the system, but the 


existence of these abuses was no argument | 


against the exetcise of this power, when 
it became necessary. He was willing at any time 
to go into a correction of these abuses—to lop off 
extravagant and unnecessary expenditures; but at 


the same time he would vote the appropriations | 


which the rich and increasing commerce of the 
Northwestern Jakes demanded. The expenses for 
these harbors, Mr. C. said, had grown up under 
peculiar circumstances, weli worthy the atiention 
of the House. That section of country had, within 
a few years, undergone an almost entire revolution 
with regard to the prices of the products of indus- 
Henee it was estimated that, in 1830, a work 

that would cost one hundred thousand dollars, 
would cost double that amount in 1836. Added to 
this, the commerce of the lakes had increased to 
an usexampled degree. In 1834 there was but 
little commerce on them, but, as the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Marvin] told them yester- 
day, it now empleyed a tonnage equal to that of 
the Atlantic coast, exposed to greater dangers and 
consequently requiring a more efficient protection. 
The vessels fitted out from the Atlantic cities are 
not exposed to the dangers of the coast, as is the 
case witb those navigating the lakes, but numbers 
of them make voyages in which they are absent 
from two to three years from home. On the con- 
trary, the vessels on the Jakes are continually ex- 
posed to danger, daily and hourly passing within 
its reach. It would be remembered that it was by 
the improvements of the harbors on the lakes, that 
the whole of the Northwestern dumain had been 
“brought into market, and a populous State raised 
up from a wilderness. When this system com- 
menced, the State which he represented was al- 
most entirely unknown—a country of sands and 
marshes; and he had no doubt that there were 


many gentlemen here who believed that all 
this country was a wild, barren and bleak 
waste, and unfit for cultivation and the 
support of man. Yet when they came to look 
into the history of the operations of this 
Government, it would be seen that a large portion 
of our revenues was derived from this very coun- 
try. The State he represented bad, in the last four 
years, brought into the Treasury something like 
eight millions of dollars. Now, Mr. C. argued 
that if these improvements had resulted so much to 
the benefit of the Government, it ought not to ques- 
tion the expediency of carrying them on. After 
having induced these people to go on and settle this 


wilderness, would the Government say to them ` 


that they shall have no avenue by which to send 


i the products of their industry to market; that they 


shall be isolated and cut off from all the benefits of 


the Government, while compelied to bear a large _ 


vertion of its burdens? Mr. C. then referred to a 


part of the argument of the gentleman from South , 
Carolina, (Mr. Picxens,) and expressed his plea- | 
sure at the expansive views of that gentleman with | 


regard to the extens on of this great empire by the 
addition of new S'ates; and he hoped svon to have 
an opportunity of testing his professions. 
gentleman was mistaken in supposing that, if we 
had a war with Great Britain, the batt'es would be 


' fonght on the ocean, or that the Atlantic cities 
ı would be the oaly points attacked by the enemy. 


: Oa the contrary, he said the battle would be fought 


j on the lakes. There would be no invasion on the 


Atlantic border; but the enemy weuld pour his 
squadrons into Canada, and, from Canada, strike 
us in our weakest point. Mr. C. then took a view 
of the number of troops that the British Govern- 
ment had been copcentrating for the last three or 
four years in Cansda,and the pains that were taken 
by her experienced officers in drilling their militia. 


He spoke also of the fortifications which had | 
been constructed by that Government, and the | 


number of armed vessels they employed on the 


| lakes, ig contravention of their agreement with us, 


and said that all these cireamstances thowed that 
they were preparing themselves for a war w:th 
this country. 

Mr. C. after an argument at some length to show 


‘| the importance of an appropriation for these har- 


bors, said he wou'd make a brief reply to that part 
of the speech of the gentleman from Indiana, [ Mr. 
Prorrit,] waich was foreign to the subject under 
consideration, and therefore out of order. 


this latitude in debate, it was, in his opinion, per- 
fectly in order to answer him. The gentleman 
had thought proper to bring into this dise 
cussion the military exploits of one of the candidates 
for the Presidency, (General Harrison,] whom he 
eulogized as the captain of all captains, while he 
gave him eredit for military skill which did Bot, in 
his opini m, belorg tohim. He would not, Mr. C. 
said, troub'e the House with one word on the sub- 
ject, had it not been for the remarks of the genile- 
man from Indiana. When a gentleman came to 
make a speech calculated to convey an impression 
throughout the country which history did not war- 
rant, he was justified in making a reply. The gen- 
tleman had based the fame cf his great captain of 
all captains on three of his exploits—the battle of 
Tippecanoe, the victory of the Thames, and 
his being the author of the plan for the 
armament of the lakes. Now with regard 
to the battle of Tippecanoe, which laid the 
foundation of this great captain’s fame in the 
estimation of the gentleman from Indiana, he had 
a few words to say. It would be impossible 
for the gentleman to point to any act of general- 
ship in that battle. The order of battle was un- 
skilfal in the extreme. The army was encamped 
in the most vulnerable and exposed s twation that 
could be eelected, and at night was comple'ely sur- 
prised by the savages, though every circumstance 
warned the General of his danger, and called on 
him for the utmost vigilance and circumspection. 
Trough the number of the savages was but a little 
over four hundred, while the force of General 
Harrison amounted to 1,500 men; yet his army 
was only saved from total destruction by the gal- 
lantry of the Kentuckians, led by the gallant and 


But the | 


ill-fated Daviess, and part of the brave Fourth regi- 
ment, which was composed of citizens of Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr. C. then took up the report of this battle, 
made by General Harrison to the War Depart- 
ment, commenting on its details in support of the 
position he had assumed, when Í 

Mr. LINCOLN and several others called him to 
orcer, and Mr. L. appealed to the Crair whether it 
was in order for the gentleman to discuss matters 
not before the House. He insisted that the gentle- 
man should take his seat, and not he permitted to 
proceed without the leave of the House. 

Mr.OGLE hoped the gentleman might be permit- 
ted topruceed. He, asa triend of Gen. Harrison,was 
willing to hear all he had to say. Several other 
gentleman expressing the wish that the gentleman 
might be suffered to go on, 

Mr. LINCOLN withdrew his objections. 

Mr. CRARY, on resuming, observed that he had 


| been well aware that he would not be permitted to 


reply to this part of the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Indiana without interruption. 
But why was it, he asked, that that gen- 
leman had been suffered to go on ys- 
terday out of order, and to go so extensively 
into the h story of a particular individual, while he 
was taken up almost in the beginning of a reply 
to him. Ifit was in order fora gentleman to de- 
part from the question before the House, and dis- 
cuss cne part of the character of an individual, 
surely it ought to te in orJerto di cuss another 
point of that individua:’s character in rep'y to it. 
But Mr. C. believed that all such discussions were 
wrong, and an unprofitable waste of the time of the 
House. He would not,on his part, have replied to this 
part of the remarks of the gentleman from Indiana, 
had it not been necessary to correct erroneous im- 
pressions, which would be conveyed from 
this Hall. Mr.C. then continued his review of 
the report of the battle of Tippecanoe, and after- 
wards proceeded to notice the victory of 
the Thames, the whole credit of which, he 
showed, belonged to the present Vice President of 
the United States, at whose instance the plan of 
the battle first devised by General Harrison had 
been changed, and who led the Kentuckians, who 
fought the battle and gained the victory? Mr. C. 
then went on to show, from documentary history, 


:i thatthe plan for the armament of the Jakes was 
| not first suggested to the War Department by Gen. 


As the | 
gentieman, however, had been permitied to take | 
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Harrison, but that the plan had been recommended 
a year previous, in a letter from Mr. Armstrong, 
afterwards Secretary of War, to the then Secre- 
tary cf War, Governor Eusiis; and also in a letter 
about the same time from Captain Woolsey of the 
Navy, to Commodore Chauncey. After sume further 
remarks from Mr. C. 

Mr. GOODE of Ohio, obtained the floor, and on 
his motion, 

The House adjourned. 


Mr. Tuompson of Mississippi pave notice on 
yesterday that he would ask leave to introduce, 
among cther bills, a bill to regulate the fees of the 
clerks and marsha's of the Federal court in the 
northern and sowhern districts of Mississippi. 
This tule was incorrectly published on yesterday. 


In the report of the proceedings of the House of 
Represen‘atives yesterdsy, our Reporter omitted te 
notice that Mr. Cuinn of Lousiana presented a 
petition signed by a large number of the citizens of 
the parish of Caddo, in the State of Louisiana, 
praying for a repeal of the laws of natoralization. 

Mr. Crainn obzerved that as the House had, on 
a pievious occasion, referred all such petitions to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, he moved a like 
reference of said petition; whieh was ordered by 
the House. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satoroay, February 15, 1840. 

The SPEAKER annourced that the order cf the 
day was the motion of Mr. Casey to refer the me- 
morial of the National Road Convention, held at 
Terre Haute, Indiana, to the Conmi:tee of Ways 
and Means, with instructions to report a bill ap- 
Propriating $150,000 to each of the States of Ohio 


Indiana, and Ilinois, to be expended on the Cum- 


berland road. LIN 
The substitute of Mr. Picxens for said instruc- 


tions, as fellows: 


“And that the memorial be ccmmitted to the l 


Commiitee of Ways and Means, with instructions 
to consider the expediency of reporting a billia fa- 
vor of the measure.” ae 

And Mr. Marvin's amendment to the orig'nal 
proposition and substitute for Mr. PickeNs’s amend- 
ment, as follows: 

“Andthat the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instracted to report ¿bills in accordarce with 


the estimates contained in the reports from the | 


Chief Engineer, and the Chief of the Topographi- 
cal Engineers, to the Secreiary of War, and com- 
mun‘cated to Congress by the President, making 
appropriations for tne year 1840, fer the continua- 
tion of the construction or improvements of har- 


bors and roads ard the navigation of rivers, for | 


which appropriations bave been heretofore made. 


Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committee on the | 
‘| Means; when 


Judiciary, to which had been referred the bill 


amendatory to the act for the taking of the sixth _ 


census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States, asked the permission of Mr. Gcope 
of Oaio, who was entitled to tke fioor cn the ques- 
ton announced as the order of the day, to give 
way, to enable him to report said bill. Mr. S. said 
it would nct take ten minutes to pass the bill, ashe 
resumed ihere weuld not be any debate on it. 
marshals were ail waiting for copies of some 
act similar to this, before they could proceed in 
their duties. He boped the House would see the 
importance of acting upon it immediately. 
Mr. CUSHING intimated that he had some 


amendments which he intended to offer, and which 


he had no doubt would cause debate. 

Mr. SERGEANT was proceeding to show that 
the bill did not want any amendment, but was in- 
terrupted by 

Mr. GOODE, who could not yield the floor, as 
he believed the biil would lead to debate. He 
went on to reply to that part of the remarks of Mr. 
Crary, of Mich’gan, in which that gent'eman had 
gone into‘an examination of the conduc: of Gen. 
Harrison, in his various military campaigns, and 
dis»pproved of his management of some of them, 
and particularly the baitie of Tippacanoe, which 
had been previously eulogized by Mr. Prorrir, of 
Iediana. 

Mr. G. was sorry the subject had been intro- 


duced into the discussion on this bili; and, notwith- | 


standing he seldom spoke, he could not refrain 
from dving so, in consequence of the course the de- 
bate had taken. He denied thatthe Indians had 
chosen the ground for General Harrisen on which 
that battle was fought, and contended that he was 


‘| tion to it. 


not surprised by the Indians at that time, but was ; 
im the act of putting on his boots before the attack ` 


was made, and was on his hor:e in a few minutes 
after the first gun was fired. That battle was 
fought with mach fary and great dexterity, and 
notwitstanding, as had been charged, the best blood 
of Kentucky had been freely shed on that occasion, 
it was not atiributable to the want of military skill 
by General Harrison, or te his bad manage- 
ment. He then endeavored to show, from 
documents in hand, that the force of the In- 
dians in that battle was not so much bess than 
the forces of the General, as had been stated by the 
gentleman from Michigan, {Mr. Crary.] He 
wen! into an examination at great length of va. 
rious decuments, to. show that General Harrison 
was entitled to great praise for his military ex- 
ploits. Mr. G. then went into a history of the 
Camberland rcad, and said it was identified with 


tke policy of the Government, and estimates had | 
been regularly made for its prosecution, and had | 


received the sanction of the Government under 


every Administration, from and including that of | 


Jefferson, until this year. He then argued that 


the faith of the Government was pledged to the | 


completion of the work, and that ilana Topri- 
ation be not now made, great loss wiil ad to 
the Government in wate of materals already 
purchased, and dilapidation of bridges half finished. 
The committee was-not auihorized to brieg in a 
bill, becaute no estimates were before it; and the 
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friends of the work were compelled to take some 

Step to get the subject under the jurisdiction of the 

committee. He thought there could be no fairer 
` way to do so than to instractit to report a bill. If 
the emptiness of the Treasury was the reason why 
it had not been included in the estimates by the 
Departments, he thought it due to the House and 
the country that the President should have in- 
formed them of that fact. He went on to show 
that the Cumberland road had received the foster- 
ing care of the Government when the Treasury 
was in amore exhausted condition than it now is, 
and when a heavy debt was hanging over the na- 
tion. He believed the President had evaded the 
questicn intentionally, and that any effort to cut the 
Government loose from this road, would be tan a- 
mount to the separation of the Government from 
the interests of the people. 

After Mr. GOODE had concluded, 

Mr. CORWIN rose and obtained the floor, but 
gave way, at the request of Mr. JONES of Virgi- 
nia, chairman of the Commitiee of Ways and 


The following message from the President of the 
United States was read: 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I lay befure you a communication from the Se- 
cretary cf War, accompanied by a report of the 
Commissioner of Pensions, showing the great im- 
poriarce of early action upon the bill from the Se- 
hate, providing for the continuance of the office of 
Commissioner of Pensions. The present law wiil 
expire by its own limitation on the fourth day of 
the next month, and sensible of the suffeiing which 
would be experienced by the pensioners by its sus- 
pension, Ihave deemed it my duty to bring the 


subject to yonr notice, and invite vonr early attene | 


M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasnincton, Feb. 14, 1840. 


Mr. JONES of Virginia then observed that there 
was a bill lying on the Clerk’s table to continne 
; the office of Commissioner of Pensions till the year 
1842; and he moved that this bill be taken up, in 
order to make it the order of the day for Tuesday 
| next; which motion being carried, 
| - The bill to continue the office of Commissioner 
of Pensions, and to transfer to that office, from the 
Navy Deparment, the bus‘ness of navy pensions, 
was taken up and read the first and second times; 
whea f 

Mr. JONES moved to refer it to the Committee 
of the Whole House, and make it thz order of the 
day for Tussday next. This mation being object- 
ed to as out of order, Mr. JONES gave notice that 
' he would move to call up this biil on Tuesday 
` next. 

Mr. CORWIN having replied at some length to 
Mr. Crary, and in vindication of the military skill 
of General Harrison, before concluding, yielded 
the floor to f 

Mr. BELL,on whose motion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 17, 1840. 

The CHAIR presented a message from the Pre- 
sident of the Uni'ed States in regard to the neces- 
sity of an early provision by law for the pro‘ection 
of the Treasory against the fluctuations and con- 
lingencies to which its receipts are exposed; which 
was referred to ike Commitice on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BETTS presented the petiion of Stephen 
Dunham, praying an increase of pension: referred 
to the Committee on Fensions. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial of a 
number cf citizens of New Yors, praying the pas- 
sage of a general bankrupt law; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a peti'ion of citizzus of New York, praying 
Congress to abo:ish imprisonment: for debt throngh- 
cut the Unitsd States, so far as they have the con- 
stiiational power; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of the widow of Jchn Nestor, 
for a pension; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. i 

Also, the peti ion of citizens of Oneida county, 
New York, praying that the use of spiritous liqucrs 
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may be prohibited in the army and navy of the 
United States; which was laid on the table. 

Also, two petitions for the abolition of slavery 
the motion to receive which, was, 

On motion of Mr. BROWN, laid on the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Thomas Delano; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. l 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition 
of a`number of citizens of Maine, for a Congress of 
Nations; which was referred to the Committee on 
Fı reign Relations. 

Also, a memorial of Joseph Pernell for an addi- 
tional duty on imported silks; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, documents relating to the claim of Wil- 
liam Coley for a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of the 
Mayor and Common Council of the city of Chi- 
cago, praying for an appropriation of land for the 
construction of a barrier to protect the city from 
inundation; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. YOUNG also presented a preamble and re- 
solution passed by the General Assembly of Illinois, 
instructing the Senators and requesting the Repre- 


| sentatives cf the said State in Congress to use their 


exer:ions to procure the passage of an act granting 
to that State, for public improvements, each alter- 
nate section on the different railroad routes in Illi- 


| nois, or the whole of the unsold public lands lying 


within her Jimiis,on condition that one-third the 
proceeds of the sales thereof should be paid to the 
General Government; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of 
Alexandre Vattemare, proposing a plan for the in- 


; terchange of duplicates of books and specimens 
| of natural history and the fine arts, between the 


Governments and other ixstitutions of the civilized 
world, and recommending its adoption to the con- 
sideration of Congress; which was referred to the 
Joint Committee on the Library. i 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented to the Se- 
nate the first volume of Hazard’s United States 
Commercial.and Statistical Reg'ster, published at 
Philadelphia, together with a letter from the Ed tor, 
“suggesting whether it may not be a proper object 
for the patronage of Congress, and be a convenient 
work of reference and information to be attached 
to the offices of our foseign Ministers and Cor- 
suls ” 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, that from the slight ex- 
amination he had made of ‘his work, he believed ıt 
contained much valuable commercial and statisti- 
cal information, which we ought all to possess; 
but which none of us would be willing to incur the 
labor of coliecting for ourselves. He commended 
it, therefore, to the consideration of the Committee 
on the Library. 

The Register and the letter of Mr. Hazard were 
then referred to the Comm tiee on the Library. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented two memorials of 
cilizens of the United 4States, praying for the im- 
position of a auty on foreign silks; which were re- 
ferred to the Cor mittee on Finance. 

Mr. B. also presented twenty memorials, remor- 
Straling against the use of bloodhounds in the Fic- 
rida war; which were referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. B. a'so presented two memorials for the 
Abol:tion of slavery; the motions to receive which, 
were, 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, lail on tke table. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a memonal from citizens 
of Boston, recommending to the favorable cousides 
rat on of Corgress the memorial of Hall J. Kelly, 
on the subject of a colony in the Oregon Terris 
tory; which was referred to the Select Committee 
on the Oregon Territory. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition of 
the heira of Richard K. Meade; which was referred 
to the Committee en Revolutionary Claus. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of citizens 
of New York, praying the passage of a bankrupt 
Jaw; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. : 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of natura- 
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lized citizens of the city of New York, praying 
that Congress may take sich measures as will se- 
cure the rec-gaition of their rights as citiz*ns of the 
United States; which was referred to ths Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

DISPOSITION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. DIXON said he held in his hand a set of 
resolutions which had recently come to his ho- 
notable @blleague and himself, passed by the 
Legislayire of the State of Rhode Island, in favor 
of disybuting the proceeds of the sales of the 
poblie lands among the respective States. 

e deep interest which the people of that State 
e long felt in that subject, has more than once 
yidaced them to express, through their Legislature, 
heir views and claims in relation to it. History, 
sir, bears testimony that that State ming'ed i's 
early exertions with the first and last efforts pe- 
rilled by our country in that struggle on the resalt 
of which depended the acquisition of that domain. 

Those in that State who took a bold part in the 
Revolution, and there were many—thse who 
fought in the battles of that occasion—suppo ed 
they had paid the price, the dear price, which 
purchased their common interest in those lands; 
and their sons, sir, have hitherto believed them- 
selves entitled to the same, asa part of their fair 
inheritance. 

Those resolutions seem to have been drawn up 
with a view to a bill pending tefere Congress for 
the purpose of ceding those lands to the new States. 
Bur, sir, as the same subject will be before the 
Senate to-day, or very scon, on the resolutions 
introduced by the bonorable Senator from Ken- 
tacky, [Mr. Crirrenpen,] in amendment, or by 
way of substitute, for the reso'utions reported by 
the Select Committee, he would take occasion to 
intredace them at this time, and moved that the 
res lutions te read, printed, and laid on the table. 

The resolutions were then read. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he had great respect 
for Rhode Island, as one of the States of the Union, 
and her Legislature; but he was competled to think, 
from the very erroneous description which the re- 
solutions gave of the bill* he had introduced, that 


*For the purpose of elucidaticn, the bill which 
was the occasion of the discussion is annexed: 


A BILL to eede the public lands within the limits of fhe new | 


States, on certain comtitions therem mentioned. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hous? of Representatives 
of the United Stutes of America in Congress assembird, 
Taat all the public lands within the States of Alabama, Mis- 

_ mappi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Hiinois, indiana, Ohio, 
and M chigan, with the exceptions of the sites of fortifications, 
navy and dock yards, arsenals, magazines, and all other public 
butdings shall, afier the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred 
and forty-two, be ceded to the States within the limits of which 
they are respectively situated, they having previvusly complied 
wi h the follow'ng conditions: 

Firat. That the said States shall severally pass acts, to be 
irrevocable, that they will annually pay to the United Siates 
fifty per cent. on the gross amount of the sales of such lands, on 
or before the first day of February of each succeeding year. 

F Secondy. That the minimum price, as now fixed by law, 
shall remain unchanged until the thirtieth day of June, afore- 
said; but after that period the price may be reduced by the 
States respectively, according to the following scale ali lande 
t heretofore offered at public sale, and then remaining unsold ten 
years or upward, preceding the thirtietii day of June aforesaid, 
my be reduced by sui:! States to a price not leas than ene dollar 
per acre; and all Janes that may have been offered at public sale, 
anl remaining unsold fifteen years or upwaris, preceding the 
aaid chirueth day of June, eighteen hundred and forty-twe, may 
` theres fter be reduced by said States to a price not less than seven- 
ty-five cents per acre; and all lands that may have been offered 
at public sale, and remaining uaseld twenty years or upward, 
preceding the said thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and 
forty-two, may then be reduced by said States toa price not Jess 
than fifty cents per acre; and ali lands that may have been of- 
feret.at public sile, and remaining unsold twenty-five years or 
upwards, preceding the said thirtieth day of June, eizhteen hun- 
dred and forty-two, may thereatier be reduced by said Statesto 
a price not less than twenty-five cents per acre; and ail lands 
that may have been offered at public sale, ant remaining unsold 
thirty years or upwards, preceding the said thirtieth day of June, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, shall be ecded immediately to 
the Sates in which said lands are situate: Procided, Thet 
alllanis which shall remain unsold after having beeen effered 
at public sale for ten years, and which do not come under the 
above provisions, shall be subject to the provisions of graduation 
and cession aforesaid at the respective periods of ten, fifteen, 
twen'y, twenty-five, and thirty years afier said saie, commencing 
from the expiration of ten years after the same had been ofred 
at public sate. . 

Thirdly. That the lands shall be subject tò the same lezal 
subdivisions in the sale and survey as is now provided by law, 
reserving for each township the sixteenth section, or the sub- 
stitute, ag heretofore provided by law; and the land not yet 
offered for sale, shall be first offered by the State at public auc- 
tion and be golf for cash only, in the manner now provided by 
Jaw. And any land now or hereafter remaining unsold after 
the same shat! have been offered forsale at public auction, shall 

“be subject to entry for cash only, according to the graduation 
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the members had never seen it, and that 
they had taken their conceptions of it from 
the letter writers, many of whom dealt with 
truth as with fiction. The resolutions aftirm 
that the cession propos xd was without equivalent. 
Fvery member of the Sena’e knows that the as- 
sertion is without foundation. So far from a 
gratuitous cession, the bill provides that the States 
shall pay over one-half of the gross proceeds, 
leaving tre other half to cover the expense, 
trouble, and responsibility of management. So 
far trom a gift, he believed that the bill, if it 
should become a law, would bring as much into 
the Treasury, cr nearly so, asthe present system, 
be-ides the great potltical advantages, which he 
contemp'ated from the measure. Among these, 
a prominent one was, that it would reduce 
the patronage of the Government greatly, probably 
one-third, which he had supposed that gentlemen 
who professed to be so anxious to limit the power 
of the Executive, woald not entirely overivok. 
Another was to arrest the growing conflict be- 
tween the new and cld States about the public 
lands, which ought, as he would have supposed, to 
have some value in the eyes of those who pro- 
fessed to be friends to the union and harmony of 
the States. And yet the Legislature of a respecta- 
ble Siate, in the face of all this, bas ventured to 
aftirm, officially, in grave and solemn resolutions, 
that the ce-sion was without equivalent! How is 
this to be accounted for, but on the supposition he 
had made, that the members have never seen or 
read the bili which they had undertaken to de- 
nounce? 

Mr. DIXON rep'ied to the Senator from South 
Carolina, {Mr. Catnoun,] that he would not take 
upon himself to say that the Legislature of the 
State of Rhore Island were well advised of the de- 
tails of the bill which the Senator had alluded to 
in bis remarks. When they passed the resolatiors 
now under consideration, whether they acted upon 
the authority of newspaper publications, as the 
honorable Senator had ssggested, whe:her they had 
listened to the tongue of common fame, or availed 
themselves of any other source of information, or 
had acted from the suggestions of their own imagi- 
Nation, was not material, inasmuch as they were 
correct in point of fact. For, it is a truth, sir, 
there is a bill now pending in this Senate, for the 
purpose of transferring those public lands located 
within the geographical limits of certain new States, 
to those new States. Whether that ce:sion, sir, is 
for a fair equivaleat or not, did not enter into the 
consideration of the Legislature which passed those 


which may be fixed by the States respectively, under the pro- 
visions of this act; and that the acts of Congress which may be 
in force at the time of assenting to this act, shall remain un- 
changed, except as modified by this act, unless with the assent 
vf Concress. 

Fourth. This cession, together with the portion of the sales 
to be retaine:! by the States respectively, under the provisions of 
this act, shall be in fuli of the five percent. fund, orany part 
thereof, not already acerued to any State; and the said States 
shall be exclusively hable for all charges that may hereafter 
arise from the suiveys, sales, and management of the public 
lands and extinguishment of Indian title withia the limits ofsaid 
States respectively. ah 

Fifth. at, ona failure to comply with any of the above 
conditions, or a violation of the same vn the part of any. of the 
said States, the cession herein made to the State failing to com- 
ply with, or violating said conditions, shall be thereby rendered 
null and void; and all grants or ütles thereafter made ty said 
State, for any portion of the public lands within the limits of 
the same ceded by this act, shail be, and ate hereby declared to 
be, null and void, and of no effect whssever. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever the 
President of the Untied Staies shal} be olliciaily notitied (hat 
any of the States aforesaid hag passed an actin compliance with 
the above conditions, it shall be his duty, after the thirtieth day 
of June aforesai:, or forthwith after the passage of said act if 
passed subsequent to that periud, to adopt such mea-ures as he 
shall think proper to close the land offices, including the sur- 
veying deparunent, within the limits of said State; and that the 
commissions of all officers connected therewithshail expire on 
a day to be fixed.by him, but which day shail not be beyond six 
months after the thirticuh day of June aforesaid. of if subse- 
quent thereto, fromthe day he received the official notification 
of the the passage of said act. 

Sac. 3. And he it further enacted, That on such notifica- 
tion being made, the said State shall be relieved from all com- 
pacts, acts, or ordinance, imposing restrictionson the rightof 
said State to tax any lands by her authority subsequent to the 
sale thereof, ceded by this act; and all maps, titles, records, 
books, documents, and papers, inthe General Land Office at 
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Washington, relative to said lands, shall he subject to the order i 


and dispostion of the Executive of said Staite. ‘ 
Sec 4. And beit further enacted, That_all lands of the 


resolutions. They meant no comment upon its 
details; and however perfect that bill might seem, 
in the opinion of the honorable Senator, for the 
object intended thereby, yet the bill would be no 
less exceptionable to those who were opposed to 
the principle of the bill, and in favor of the distri- 
bution of the proceeds of the sales to the respective 
States. 

Mr. CALHOUN. He did not object to any 
expression of opinion that the Legislature of 
Rhode Island might choose to make; but he had 
supposed that a Legislature owed it to itself, and a 
regard to truth, to make itself acquainted wi'h the 
facts before it undertook to pronounce solemnly 
on the character of a measure. The Legislature 
of Rhode Island not having thought proper to do 
so on the present occasion, he felt called on, as the 
author of the measure, to notice the fact, lest his 


- silence might be construed into an acquiescence in 


United States within the limits ofthe State of Tennessee, with ji 


the exceptions enumerated in the first section of this act, 
be, and the same arc hereby, ceded to said Btate. 
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the truth ef the resolutions, and thereby tend to 
strengthen the erroneous impression which is 50 
industriousiy attempted to be made in reference to 
the bill. i 

Mr. CLAY was of opinion that the Legislature 
had pretty correctly described it. What said the 
bil:? Did it not propose 10 give one-half for the 
management of the oiher? So the resolutions of 
the Legislature of Rhode Island could not be 
wholly incorrect; they were half right, at least, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the bi!l. We had ex- 
tinguished the Indian titles in nine new States, 
and the whole cost of surveys and sales wou'd not 
be more than five per centum; yet here, in one 
sweeping clause, it was contemplated to cede one- 
halt, the result of which would ultimately be a 
cession of the whole. And why? The bill con- 
stitutes each new State a collector of this revenue, 
and their necessities might tempt them to use it, 
acd year after year we should have applicatiors to 
give lime on thesz collections. Besides, the States 
might think proper to use paper circulating me- 
dium, while the hard money Administration would 
reczive nothing but specie! Would you say to 
the State, you shall not sell you land for the mo- 
ney which you are content to use among your- 
selves? These, with other causes, would in a few 
years become so perplexing and so embarrassing, 
that we should be giad to relinquish the whole. 
Mr. C. alluded to the remark in relation to the 
diminution of the patronage of the General Go- 
vernment. That, he admitied, was very desirable; 
but then it might be effected as too great a sacri- 
fice. Suppese we were asked to get rid of the 
Army or Navy to diminish the pationage of the 
Government, should we do it? And yet here was 
a plan to get rid of a thousand millions of acres to 
diminish patronage. Such a plan, he thought, 
could not command the serious approbation even 
of the Senator from South Carolina. 


Mr. CALHOUN. The Eenator himself admits 
the false statement of the resolutions, while he un- 
dertakes to show that they are not sv to the degree 
he had stated. Instead of no equivalent, as they 
assert, he admits that one half, at least, is to ba 
paid over to the Union; but in this he does not do 
justice to the measure. The fifty per cent. of the 
gross proceeds to be paid over was on his part but 
a conjectural estimate, liable to te raised or dimi- 
nished by the committee before whom the bill now 
is, as the result of a careful examination of all the 
facts of the case might require to do justice to the 
Government and the States. His object was to al- 
low such a compensation to the States as would 
not only cover a!l the expense and trouble of ad- 
ministration, but would make it their interest to 
manage the lands with prudence and economy. 

As to the consequences which the Senator had 
undertaken to trace, he would not attempt to folg 
low him and point out his errors, as he was deter- 
mined not to be ferced, on an occasion so unsuit- 
able, into a discussion on the general merits of the 
measure. He, however, would fay, that he had 
no confidence in the Senator’s results, as he pre- 
sumed he had none in his. But when the proper 
time arrives, he would be prepared to meet the 
Senator or any other opponent, and to show that the 
bill, in every view in which it could be regarded, 
political, moral, and fiscal, was perfectly de- 
fensible. 


Mr. CLAY. The Senator from South Carolina 
has been pleased to say that he has no confidence 
in me. Sir, I reciprocate it with all my heart, and 
go a step further, and say I have no confidence 
in the Senator, whether in the past, present, or fu- 
ture. [Mr. Carnoun. I said in your results.] 
Well, I apply it to the views of the Senator. In- 
stead of asserting what he will do, and in a bold 
and rapid manner drawing his own results from 
his own facts, and saying, “I defy the Senator to 
show,” &c. let us discuss the subject before an im- 
partial tribunal, the people. That was the true way 
to proceed to trial, The Senator’s description of his 
owa arguments was quite equal to his opinion of 
his own powers; but (said Mr. C.) let us meet at 
Philippi, or any where else, on this subject, and I 
will pledge myse!f to show it is one of the most 
wan'on, wasteful, and extravagant measures that 
ever emanated from any public man. 

Mr. CALHOUN. It would seem to be the ob- 
ject of the Senator to get up an excitement on every 
subject with which he was connected. He had 
risen to correct the erroneous statement of the 
resolutions, in refzrence to a measure with which 
he was connected. This he had done in the least 
offensive language he could command, that did 
any thing like justice to himself. The Senator 
thought proper to interfere, and, as usual, to give 
a personal turn to the discussion. He had no taste 
for such things. We came here to do the public 
business, and not to amuse the galleries, or indulge 
in personal altercetions. He was no way respon- 
sible for such disreputable scenes, for the truth of 
which he appealed to the Senate. He had through- 
out limited himself to the defensive. 

Mr. CLAY said the Senator made appeals to the 
Senate whether “he had ever made assaults on the 
Senator from Kentucky.” If he were so disposed, 
he, too, might appeal to the Senate and to trath— 

_ who began this matter. When he (Mr. C.) rose 
to make a remark or two on the bil’, not to argue 
its merits, the Senator said he had no confidence in 
my results. Was that larguage proper or parlia- 


mentary, or was it the language of courtesy? He ` 


understood very well the wily course of the Sena- 
tor—it was to give a thrust, and place himself in 
the amiable attitude of self-defence. Mr. C. then 
Stated, as he now stated, that the bill was a clear 
grant of one moiety to the new States, which, in 
its inevitable consequence, would.end in the abso- 
lute relinquishment of the whole; and the Senator : 
chooses to construe that into an assault. And 
speaking in his own person—his favorite person 
—first person singular—“I will show—I will defy— 
I have no confidence in the results of the Senator,” 
I repeat that I am as unwilling as any Senator to 
indulge in personalities, and as little in the habit of 
doirg so. In that business I have been more sin- 
ned against than sinning. I have been far more 
an object of attack than the Senator frem South 
Caro]ina—as well in the Senate as by the public 
press, and in private circles. 1 have sometimes 
treated it with contempt, sometimes with indigna- 
t'on, but have never been so peculiarly sensitive as 
. the Senator. Mr.C. said the Senator and himself 
stood in “antagonistical” positions—-their feelings all 
d:ffered, moral, political, and social, and he had no 
idea that the Senator should cover himself with the 
cloak of sympathy, and give a thrust without being 
met. I stand (said Mr. C.) like the Senator from 
South Carolina, on my reserved rights! And espe- 
cially in relation to this land bill I feel, and mean 
to assert that right. 
Mr. CALHOUN. The excitement of the Se- 
| nator has no effect upon me. I am perfectly cool, 
and am determined to keep so. He attributes to me 
offensive language, because I said I had no confi- 
dence in his results; but forgot to add that I coup'ed 
it with the declaration that I presumed he had 
none in mine. I had supposed that my meaning 
cou'd not te misunderstood. The Senator under- 
took to show that my bill, thongh not in fact what 
the resolution as:erted it to be, would te so in its 
. results. To reply to him, would necessarily have 
opened the discussion on its general merits. I did 
not think it the proper occasion; nor did I feel that 
I would be justified in consuming the hour alloited 
to the morning’s busincss in the discussion of a 
measure in the hands of a committee, and not be- 
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fore the Senaie. To avoid the discussion, with- 
out seeming to acquiesce in the deductions of the 
Senator, I declared my want of confidence in his 
results, and, to remove the possibility of offence, I 
coupled it with the declaration I did. Nor is the 
charge of egotism better founded. In affirming that 
I was prepared to meet him, or any other opponent 
of the measure, and to make good its defence, I 
made no boast of superiority, ashe suppeses. My 
reliance was on the goodness of the measure, and 
not on any assumed superiority. The Senate 
will remember that I placed my remarks expressly 
on the ground of my entire confidence in the mea- 
sure, viewed in all possible lights, political, moral, 
and fiscal. 
stead of regarding what I said in its connec- 
tion, fixes en an isolated word, or member of a 
sentence, and breaks forth int» personalities; and 
then, when repelled, turns round and charges that 
he has been attacked. 
being pleasant; I regard them as unbecoming the 
body, and the age and standing of the Senator and 
myself, and I engage in them with reluctance, and 
only when forced to it in seif defence. 

Mr. KNIGHT rose, and said it seemed to him, 
on reading the resolutions of the Legislature of 
Rhode Island, that the Senator from South Carc- 
lina misconceived the intention of the Legislature, 
in supposing that the Legislature intended to cen- 
sure that gentleman; they were opposed to his bill, 
and had expressed an opinion against it—not only 
against that bill, but against all other propositions 
to cede the public lands to any of the States wiih- 
out a proper cquivalent. The Legislature did not 
believe that his biil provided such an equivalent, 
and passed resolutions against the general princi- 
ples of it. 

The Legislature (said Mr. K.) is in favor of the 
proposition of the Senator from Kentucky, divid- 
ing the proceeds of the public lands among all the 
States, and has expressed an cpinion in favor of 
that measure, but with no intention of casting cen- 
suse on the Senator from South Carolina. . A cur- 
sory reading of the resolutions clearly satisfies my 
mind that there is no censure of the Senator con- 
tained in them; and I am confident, from the 
knowledge I possess of the gentlemen who com- 
pose that Legislature, thatno such intention was 
entertained by them: but that they are decidedly 
opposed to the bill introduced by that Senator is 
certain, and as strongly in favor of the proposition 
of the Senator from Kentucky. 

The question was then taken, and the resolu- 
tions were ordered to be printed and laid on the 
table. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the memorial of 
Charles Brenan; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the memorial of 
George W. Osborne and others against the employ- 
ment of bloodhounds in the Florida war; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN prezented the petition of 
Hush Stewart; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK presented memorials frem the 
presidents and directors of the Bank of Washing- 
ton, the Bank of Potomac, and the Farmers? Bank 
of Alexandria, severally praying for a renewal of 
their charters; which were referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. É 

Mr. WALKER presented a preamble and re'o- 
lutions pasżed by the Legislature of Missis-ippi, in- 
struciirg tbeir Senators, and requesting iheir Re- 
presentatives, tv use their exeriions to procure the 
establishment of a mail route from Jackson, Miss. 
to Tuscaloosa, Ala.; which were referred to the 
Commit ce on the Pcst Oilics and Post Roads, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred the bill autho- 
rizing tha States to tax any lands within their li- 
mits, sold by the United Siates, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Pablic Lands, to which was referred a bill to amend 


the act entitled “an act to amend an act entitled 


‘an act for laying off the towns of Fort Madison 
and Burlington, in the county of Des Moines, and 


The Senator, in his excitability, in- `: 


the towns of Be leview, Du Buque, and Peru, in 
the county of Du Buque, Territory of Wisconsin, 
aad for other purposes, approved March 3, 1837,’ ” 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. SMITH of Conn. from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs of Maj. Daniel Piau; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LINN, from the Commitiee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
the heirs of Anderson Lane, made an unfavorable 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. L. from the same committee, to which was 
: referred a bill for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslava, reported it back without amendment. 


i| Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 


These things are far from |} 


; Claims, to which was referred the memorial of 
: Sarah Ralston, made an adverse report thereun; 
; Which was ordered to be printed. 

i Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 

| was referrcd the memorial of John Purdy, made an 

| unfavorable report thereon; which was ordered to 
| be printed. 

| Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 

; to which were referred 
The petition of Aaron Camp; 

The petition of Ebenezer Swan; and 

The petition of Susannah Pickett; 
made unfavorable reports thereon, 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which was referred a bill making 
certain military roads in the State of Arkansas, re- 
poried the same wilh amendments. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the bill for the relief 
of John H. Sheppard, administrator of Abiel Wood, 
was taken up and considered as in Committee of 

| the Whole; and, after consideration, was ordered 

! to be engrossed. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which were referred the memorials on 
the subject of employing bloodhounds in the 
Florida war, presented the following communica- 
tion from the Secretary of War, and the commit- 
tee was discharged for the further consideration of 
the subject. 

War Department, 
G February 17, 1840. 

Sır: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 

ceipt of your letter of the 14th instaat, transmit- 

ting from the Committee on Military Afairs a 

number of memorials against the employment of 

bloodhounds in the present war with the Indians in 

Florida, for such answer therelo as the occasion 

may require from the Executive branch of the 

Goverement. As I have had occasion to answer 

similar inquiries nade by a member of the House 

of Representatives, L beg leave to transmit to the 
commute a copy of that communication, which, 
in part, furnishes the infurmation required. 

There can be no doubt, from the respectable 
character of the memorialiste, that they are ani- 
mated by humane motivesin remonstrating against 
the use of these dogs; but itis equally certain that 
they are deceived when they suppose that their 
| employment will degrade the character of the 
| country, or render iis officers obnoxious to the 


charge of cruclty. It was doubuess the intention 

of the authorities of Fiorida, when they imported 
j the bloodhounds, tu use them as guides to discover 
the lurking places of the Indians, not, as has been 
errougvusly believed, to worry or destroy them; 
and this Depariment has given positive instructions 
to that effect, it they should be employed by any 
officers in the service of the Government, as will 


i: be seen by the accompanying copy of a letter to 
| the Commandirg General in Fiorida. 


The Go- 
| vernment was pot consulted on the sabject of the 
importation of these degs by the G.uvernor and 
Council of Florida, and was ignorant of the trans- 
action unti! after their arrival in the Territory; but 
this Department did not feel itse'f justified in for- 
bidding their use. Tae inhabitants of Florida 
have been crue!ly harassed, and all their efforts, 
and those of our troops, have hitherto proved una- 
Vailing to protect their families from t murder- 
ous assaults of the savages. If they believe that 
this cannot be effected but by the superior reine 
of these dogs, it would be inhuman eas tbe 
them from making use of what they rega as 
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only means of saving their wives and children 
from the tomahawk and scalping knife. 

I beg leave to transmit herewith a copy of a let- 
ter from A. L. Magennis, esq. of St. Louis, which 
contains his impressioas respecting the object for 
which these degs were procured, and the manner 
in which they are to be used, derived during a short 

` stay which he was obliged to make in Tallahassee 
about the time the dogs arrived in Florida. 

The memorials are herewith returned. 

Very respecifully, 
Your obedient servant, 


J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. Tuomas H. Benton, 
Chairman Committee on Military Affairs. 


Wassincton Crry, Feb. 8, 1840. 

Dear Sin: In comphance with your request 
that I would communicate in writing what I had 
Previously ment.oned in conversation, as having 
heard while passing through Florida, on my way 
here, respecting the bloodhounds recently brought 
there from Cuba, and the purpose for which they 
were procured, I beg leave to slate that, on the 6th 
ult. during a sojourn of two or three days at Talla- 
hassee, while paying a visit at the residence of the 
present Governor, a gentleman entered the parlor, 
who was introduced as Col. Fitzpatrick, and who 
informed Governor Reid that he had just ariived 
from Cuba with a number of bloodhounds, to oò- 
tain which he had been despaiched, as I understco4 
him, under authority from ex-Governor Call, and 
the Legislature of Florida. Col. Fitzpatrick speke 
of the difficulties which he had had in getting those 
dogs, thirty-three in number; the high price paid 
for them, and the great trouble arising from bviste- 
rous weather and scarcity of provisions, owing to 
the voyage being of unusual length, in bringing 
them over; he expressed a desire that Governor 


Reid should give immediate instructions te have - 


them taken from on board the ve-sel, then lying at 
Port Leon, or St. Marks, as they were very much 

` reduced and feeble from want of proper foed, and 
put im some fit place, under the charge of five 
Spaniards, whom he had hired in Cuba as their 
keepers, and who were the only persons capable of 
properly managing them. A goed deal was said 
as to the manner in which they were to be used in 
operating a gainst the Inlians; and, I believe, as 
welt as I can recollect, and my recollection is pretty 
distinct, Col. Fitzpatrick, who appeared most con- 
versant with the mode of keepiag and using them, 
observed that they were always muzzled, unless 
when being fed; that when employed, in order to 
discover a hiding or retreating enemy, a keeper was 
appointed to each dog, to hold him in leash, and 
endeavor to put him on the scent, which, once 
found, he rarely lost; the pursuers following close 
up to the keeper, and were thus conducted to the 
object of their search. 

The dogs were describled by Col. Fitzpatrick 
as possessing fine wind, great strength, bottom, and 
courage, and as differing from the common hound 
in one particular, which made them of infinite ser- 
vice in chase of a lurking eremy: they rarely or 
never gave tounge to warn him of the approach ef 
his pursuers. 1 was not led to believe, from any 
thing which I heard on the occasion alluced to, or, 
indeed, at any other time duiing my journey 
through Florida, that those dogs were to be un- 
muzzled and let slip to assail the hostile marauding 
Indian warriors, and destroy their women and 
childieo. Iam persuaded that the peop'e of Flo- 
rida, dreadfully as they have suffered from the fero- 
city of the Indians, would not countenance such a 
species of warfare. 

Col. Fitzpatrick, who, I have since learned, is 
an officer of the Florida militia, struck me as being 
a gentleman of great inteliigence and decided cha- 
racter. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ARTHUR L. MAGENIS. 
To the Hon. Mr. Poinserr, 
Secretary of War. 
War DEPARTMENT, ` 
December 30, 1839. 
: ~ to acknowledge the receipt 
Sin: I have the honos _ ‘ant, inquiring into the 
of your letter of the 27th ina, 


~a, 
i —— 


a Sn 


truth of the asser-ion made by the public papers, 
that the Government had determined to use blood- 
hounds in the war aga‘nst the florida Indians, and 
beg to asure ycu that it will afford me great 
pleasure to give you all the information on this 
subject in possession of the Department. 

From the time I first entered upon the duties of 
the War Department, I continued to receive letters 
from officers commanding in Florida, as well as 
from the most enlightened citizens of that Terri- 
tery, urging the emp!oyment of bloodhounds as the 
most efficient means of terminating the atrocities 
daily perpetrated by the Indians on the vettlers in 
that Territory. To these proposals no answer 
was given, until, in the month of August, 1839, 
while at the Virginia Springs, there was referred to 
me from tae Department a letter addressed to the 
Adjutant General, by the officer commanding the 
forces in F.orida, General Taylor, to the following 
effect: 

HEADQUARTERS, Army or THE SOUTH, 
Fort Brooke, July 28, 1838. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a commu- 
nication, this moment received, on the subject of 
procuring bloodhounds from the island of Caba to 
aid the army in its operations against the hesiiles 
in Florida. 

I am decidedly in favor of the measure, and beg 
leave again to urge it as the only means of ridding 
the country of tie Indians, wh» are now broken 
up into small parties that take shelter in swamps 
and hammocks as the army approaches, making it 
inpossible for us tv follow or overtake them with- 
out the a'd of such auxiliaries. 

Should this measure meet the approbation of the 
Department, and the necessary authority be granted, 
I will open a correspondence on the subject with 
Mr. Evertson, through Major Hunt, Assistant 
Quartermaster at Savannah, and will authorize 
him, if it can be done on reasonable terms, to em- 
ploy a few degs, with persons who understand 
their management. 

I wish it distinctly understood that my object in 
employing dogs, is only to ascertain where the 
Indians can be found, not to worry them. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient serv’t, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Bt. Br. Gen. U. 8. A. Commanding. 
To Gen. R Jones, Washington, D. C. 


On this letter I endorsed the following decision, ! 


which was communicated to General Taylor: ‘I 
have always been of cpinion that degs ought to be 
employed in this warfare to protect the army from 
surprises and ambuscades, and to track the Indian 
to his lurking place; but suppcsed, if the General 
believed them to be necessary, he would not hesitate 
to take measures to procure them. The cold-blooded 
and inhuman murders lately perpetrated upon help- 
less women and children by these ruthless savages, 
render it expedient that every possible means 
should be resorted to in order to protect the peuple 
of Florida, and to enab’e the United States forces 
to follow and capture, or destroy, the savage and 
unrelenting foe. General Taylor is threfore au- 
thorized to procure such number of dogs as he 
may judge necessary, it being expressly understood 
that they are to be employed to track and discover 
the Indians, not to worry or destroy them.” 

This is the only action or correspond -nce on the 
part of the Department that has ever taken place 
in relation to the matier. The General took no 
measures to carry into effect h's own recommenda- 
tion, and this Department has never since renewed 
the subject. I continue, however, to entertain 
the cpinion expressed in the above decision. I 
do net believe that desciiption of dog, ca'led the 
bloodhound, necessary ta previ nt sarprise or track 
the Indian murderer; but I still think thit every 
cabin, every military post, and every detach- 
ment, should be attended by dogs. That pre- 
caution might have saved Dade’s command 
from massacre, and by giving timely warn- 
ing, have prevented many of the gfuel mur- 
ders which have been committed by the In- 
dians in Middle Florida. The cn!y successful 
pursuit of Indian murderers that I know of, was 
on a late occasion, when the pursuers were aided 
by the sagacity of their dogs. These savages had 
approached a cabin of peaceful and industrious set- 


tlers so stealthily, that the first notice of their pre- 
sence was given by a volley from their rifles thrust 
between the logs of the house; and the werk of 
death was finished by tomahawking the women, 
afer tearing fiom them their infant children, and 
dashing their brains out against the door-posts, 
Aré these ruth’ess savages to escape and repeat 
such scenes of blood because they cdn elude our 
fellow-citizens in Florida, and our regular soldiers, 
and baffle their unaided efforts to overtake or dis- 
cover them? Or a late eccasion, three estimable 
citizens were killed in the immediate neighborhood 
of St. Augustine, and one officer of distinguished 
merit mortal'y wounded. It is in evidence that 
these murders were committed by two Indians,who, 
after shooting down the father and beating out 


. the son’s brains with the butts of their rifles, upon 


hearing the approach of the volunteers, retired a 
few yards into the woods, and secreted themselves 


: until the troops returned to town with the dead 
, bodies of those who had been thus inhumanly 


and wantonly butchered. It is to be regretted that 
this corps had not been accompanied with one or 
two hunters, who, with their dogs, might have 
tracked the blood stained footsteps of these Indians; 
have restored to liberty the captive they were drag- 
ging away with them, and have prevented them 
from ever again repeating such atrocities. Nor 
could the severest casuist object to our fellow-citi- 
zens in Florida resorting to such measures in order 
to protect the lives of their women and child:en. 
Very respectfully, 
Your most ob’t serv’t, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. Henry A. Wise, House of Representatives. 
War Department, 
January 26, 1840. 
Sia: It is understood by the Department, although 


| net officially infermed of the fact, that the authori- 


ties of the Territory of Florida have imporied a 
pack of blocdhounds from the Island of Cuba; and 
I think it proper to direct, in the event of those 
dogs being employed by any officer of officers un- 
der your command, that their use be confined, alto- 
gether, to tracking the Indians; and in order to 
ensure this, and to prevent the possibility of their 
injuring any person whatsoever, that they be moz- 
zled when in the field, and held with a leash while 
following the track of the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your most ob't serv’t, 

J. R. POINSETT. 

Brig. Gen. Z. TAYLOR, 

Commanding Army of the South, Florida. 


THE UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 
The CHAIR announced that the unfinished bu- 
siness of Friday could now be taken up; which 
was the motion of Mr. Benton, from the Commit- 


. tee on Finance, that certain documents on the salt 


business should be printed. 

Mr. LUMPKIN suggested whether, before they 
proceeded in any further argument on this subject, 
it would not be betier to have a copy of the work 


' on each Senator’s desk, and then they m‘ght vote 


understandingly on the question of printing an ex- 
tra nnmber. 
The CHAIR stated that the question before the 


| Senate was only for printing the usual number for 


the use of the Senate. e 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky and Mr. DAVIS stated 


‘that they had no objection to printing the usual 
‘number; and the printing was ordered. 


Mr. DAVIS submited the foliowing reso'ution, 


` which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the President of the Uni‘ed States 


; be requested to transmit to the Senate such infor- 


mation as he may possess, showing the necessity of ` 
further legislation in regard to the papers of vessels 
tound on foreign voyages, ' 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The resolutions connected with the report of the 
Select Committee on the assumption of the State 
debts were taken up, as follows: 

1. Resolved, That the assumption, directly or in- 
directly, by the General Government, of the debts 
which have been, or may be, contracted by the 
States for loca] objects or State purposes, would be 
unjust, both to the States and to the people. 


2. Resolved, That such assumption would be 
highly inexpedient, and dangerous to the Union of 
the States. 

3. Resolved, That such assumption woald be 
wholly unauthorized by, and in violation of, the 
Constitution of the United States, and werly re- 
pugnant t> all the objects and purpo:es for which 
the Federal Union was formed. 

4. Resolved, That to set apart the public lands, 
or the revenues arising therefrom, for the before- 
mentioned purposes, would be equally uojust, in- 
exredient, and uncoastitational. 

The question was on the substitute offered by 
Mr. CRITTENDEN, as follows: 

Resolced, That the debts of the several States, so 
far as they are known to the Senate, have been 
ccn'racted in the exercise of the undoubted right 
and constitutional power of said State; respectively, 


and that there is no ground to wariant any doubt | 
of the ability or disposition of those States to fulfil f 


their contracts. 

Resolved, That it would be just and proper to 
distribute the proceeds cf the sales of the public 
lands among the several States, in fair and ratea- 
ble proportions, and that the condition of such cf 
the States as have contracted debs is such at the 
present m ment of pressure and difficulty as to 
render such distribution especially expedient and 
important. 

Mr. BUCHANAN asked the Cuar if it would 
be in order to amend the re:olutions offered ty the 
Select Commitiee, and being answered in the affir- 
mative, said that tor the purpose of placing himself 
in a correct position, and to avoid voting against 
what ke deemed the truth, he would move that the 
original resolutions shculd be amended by adding 
thereto, as a distinct and separate reso'ution, the 
first resolntion of the substitute. Whilst he shonld 
most freely vote that it was unconstitutional, inex- 
pedient, and unjust, for Congress to assume the 
payment of the existing debts of the Siates, he was 
anxious, at the same time, to express his entire 
confidence buth in the ability and will of these States 
to pay their debts honestly and in good faith. In 
the expression of this opiniou, he wou!d go as far 
as the Senator from Kentucky, and was, therefore, 
willing to adcpt his resoiution on this particular 
branch of the subject. f 

Mr. PHELPS, who was entitled to the floor, not 
, being present, the farther consideration of the sab- 
ject was postponed until to morrow. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business, 

Alter which, it adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, February 17, 1840. 


Mr.J. W. JONES, chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, would, by the permission of 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Ccrwin,] move 
that the House woald, on to-morrow, at the hour 
of one o’clock, resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, for the purpcse 
of considering the bill for the payment of Revolu- 
tionary and other pensioners, and that it be made the 
Special order tor that and the succeeding day, in 
preference to all other business, until disposed of. 

Mr. LAWRENCE, before the question was ta- 
ken, and in order that the Hoos might unde:stand 
the position of this bill, would, by i's permission, 
make a few remarks. The amount of the pension 
fand, now applicable to the payment of the pensions 
becoming due on the 4th of March, was $1,294,000, 
which was in the hands of fo: ty-one agents appointed 
the Government. There was no law for the trans- 
fer.of there funds from one agency to another. 
There were, to be sure, general laws for the trans- 
fer of appropriations, which gentlemen supposed to 
apply to the pension fund, but they did Not; and 
there was no law by which these moneys could be 
transferred from one point to another. In conse- 
quence of this, if this billis not passed by this 
Houre in the next forty-eight hours, the pensioners 
will not receive what is their due. These pen- 
sioners are scattered all over the United States, 
and there were now left but fifteen days in which 
to make the transfers. Under these circumstances, 
Mr. L. appealed to gentlemen on both sides of the 


a 
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House not to discuss this bill. It must pass; and 
if gentlemen wished to arraign the Administration, 
he hoped they would do it on some other question 
than this. I make these remarks, said Mr. L. be- 
cause it is due to ourselves and to the country that 
this bilt should pass to-day or to-morrow, and to 
let thes2 pensioners have tl:e money cn which they 


i subsist. He would move to take up this bill now, 


as it could be passed in a few minutes, but as the 
chairman of the committee [Mr. Jones, cf Virginia] 
had suggested to-morrow, he was Willing to wait 
until that time. 

‘The SPEAKER sail that the motion of the gen- 
teman from Virginia could only be received by 
gene.al consent’. . 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON said he objecte] to 
the motion, and would continue 10 object to taking 
up any bi'l while the bill for the prot-ction of Fio- 
rida, where the Indians were scalping cur women 
and children, was lying on the table. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia then moved a suspen- 


| sion of the rules, to enable him to effer his motion, 


i 

i 
Hi 
H, 
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l 
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i 
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and called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. RUSSELL suggested to the gentieman from 
Virginia the expediency of medifying his motion so 
as to make the biil the order of the day for two 
o'clock, instead of one to-morrow. It was well 
known that the standing ecmmiitces had nat had 
an oppertunily cf reporting from the commence- 
ment of the session until now. Mr. R. then moved 
to amead the motion of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, so as to make the bill the order of the day for 
two-u’clock to-morrow. 

The CHAIR said the motion of the gentleman 
from New York was not in or¢er, the rules not 
having yet been suspended, and the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia not before the House. 

The question was then put and cartisd—yras 
166, nays 1; so the rales having been suspended, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia submitted the following 
resolution, and moved the previcus quest on on jt: 

Resolved, That this House will, on to-morrow, at 
one o'clock, resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union to consider House 

ebill No. 3, and that it be the special erder at that 
lime, and at the same hour evcry succeeding day, 
until the bill be disposed of, and that it take prece- 
dence of all other business. 

The resoiution having been read, the call for 
the previous question was seconded by the House, 
when the main question was put,and the resolution 
was adopted wi'hont a division. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the Commiitee on the 
Judiciary, reportel without amendment the bill 
from the Senate to amend the act providing for tak- 
ing the sixth census, and moved to refer the same 
to the Committee ef the Whole House on the State 
of the Union; which motion was adop‘ed. 

After some conversation between Messrs. COR- 
WIN, LINCOLN, and the SPEAKER, whether 
the subject under discussion, on Saturday Jast, was 
the first thing in order to-day, 

Mr. CORWIN, to avoid any discussion oa a 
point of order, moved that the subject then before 
the House be now taken up for consideration, 
which was agreed to; when 

The SPEAKER announced that the ques- 
tion before the House was the motiog of 
Mr. Casey to refer the memorial of the N gional 
Road Convention, held at Terr Haute, Indjana,to 
the Commiitee of Ways and Means, wih fhstruc- 
tions to report a bill appropriating $150,000 to each 
of the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Hligois, to be 
expended on the Cumberland roa. fa 

The substitute of Mr. Pickens {for si 4 instruc- 
tions, as follows: a 

“And that the memorial be cofnfitied to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, instructions 
to consider the expediency of reportiħg a bill in fa- 
vor of the measure.” 

And Mr. Marvin's amennment to the original 
Proposition apg substitute fur Mr. Pickzn’s amend- 
ment, as foll&s: 

“ And that the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to report bills in accordance with the 
estimates contained in the reports from the Chief 
Engineer, and the Chief of the Topographical 
Engineers, to the Secretary of War, and communi- 
cated to Congress by the President, making appro- 


| and unless 


priations for the year 1840, for the continuation of 
the construction or improvemen's of harbors and 
roads the navigating of rivers, for which appropri- 
ations have Leen heretofore made, 

Mr. CORWIN, who was entitled to the floor, in © 
continualion of his remarks on Saturday, re- 
phed at great length to the constitutional objections 
of Mr. Picxens to the passage of any bill 
making aporopriations for this road. That 
gentleman, he said, had congratulated him- 
self and the country, that the Constitution, 
which had been administered in such a way that it 
was entirely diffsrent from what it was intended 
by its f:amers, was about to be restored. to its pu- 
rity. If that geatleman’s position was correct, he 
conceive] it very unfortunate and most extraordi- 
nary that the framers of that instrument had com- 
mitied such gross eriors in expounding and ad- 
ministering it for so many years; for he believed 
that Washingten and his cabinet, ard Madison, 
Jefferson, and Monroe, as would be seen from their 
rec rded opin‘ons, were in favor of this road, and 
conce:ved it perfectly constitutional. Mr. C. then 
argued at great length, to show the existence of a 
Contract between the Governmest and the new 
States for the completion of thire rad, and that 
the contract had not been complied with on the 
part of the Government. No one could deny, or 
dared deny, that the agrement did exist, which 
was all the friends of the measure wanted— 
the opponents of it cou!d show 
that the contracting parties had no right, under the 
Constitution, to make the agreement, it was obli- 
gat ry cn the part of the General. Government to 


; fulfil i's provisions to the letter, by constructing . 
! this road to and throuzh the State of Ohio. 
; States through which the road runs, as a party to 


Those 


the contract, gave up the rightto tax 122,000,000 
of acres of land, subject to taxation by them, It 
was an object of the most carn:st anxiety by the 
Federal Government to get the States to relinquish 
this right—a right which Mr. Ga latin said they 
possessed, not only to tax laced sold by the Govern- 
ment, but also that remaining unsold. Four sove- 
reign States gave up this right, for five years, to 
tax this quantity cf land, which, at $2 per 100 
acres, amounted, in round numbers, to 12,200,000 
dollars, The amount expended in the States, un- 
der the contract, he was understucd to say, was 
little over three millions; and thus the Government 
had c'eared about 8.000,0U0 by the cperation. He 
wished the State Rights party to remember this 
when they compared these States to mendicants at 
the National ‘Treasury, becanse they demanded a 
fulfilment of the obligations of the agreement. 
Mr. C. maintained that the Cumberland road was 
a great national and military road and commercial 
highway; and that the same reasons existed for the 
continuation of it now, as there did when it was 
commenced, as a means of defence of the Western 
frontier; and instanced the large body of Indians, 
60,000 strong, now concentrated on the frontier, to 
which it was inten ted this road should be Carried. 
He did not claim the appropriation as a matter ef 
favcr, but on the ground of justice and right. As 
it seemed that the greatest objection to making it at 
this time, was on account of the low state of the - 
Treasury, he examined the estimates, and showed 
that sufficient curtai‘ment could be made on unnes 
cessary cbjects, to progress with this road, and yet 
Keep the expenditures cf this year within the gross 
amount cf the estimates. He also showed the loss 
which the Government would sustain if an appre- 
priation was not speedily made. 

The SPEAKER said that there was an impor- 
tant communication from the Executive, on his ta- 
b'e, which he would beg leave, at that time, to lay 
before the House; which wes read, as follows: 

To the House of Representatives: 

I submit to Congress a communication from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, repeating suggestions 
contained in his annual report, in regard to the ne- 
cessity of an early provision by law for the protec- 
tion of the Treasury against the fluctuations and 
continzencies to which iis receipts are expesed, 
with additional facis and reasons in favor of the 
propriety of the legislation then desired. 

The application assumes that although the means 
of the Treasury for the whole year may be equal 


206 


to the 
may, notwithstanding, be rendered unable td meet 


enditures of the year, the Department 
the claims upon it at the times when they fall due. 
This apprebension arises partly from the circum- 
sanoe that the largest proportion of the charges 
the Treasury, including the payment of 
nions, and the redemption of Treasury notes, 
all due in the early part of this year, viz: in 
the months of March and May, whie the 
yesources, on which it might otherwise rely, to 
discharge them, cannot be made available until 
the last half of the year, and partly from the fact 
that a portion of the means of the Treasury c n- 
sists of debts due from banks, for some of which 
delay has already been asked, and which ‘may not 
be panctually paid. 

Considering the injurious consequences to the 
character, credit, and business of the country, 
which would result from a failure by the Govern- 
ment for even so: short a‘ period, to meet its en- 
gagements—that the happening of such a contin- 
gency can ban be eff.ctaally gaarded against by 
the exercise of legislative authority—that the pe- 
rod, when such disability must arise, if at all, 
and which, at the commencement of the s:s:icn, was 
comparatively remote, has now approached so near 
as a few days, and that the provision asked for is 
only intended to enable the Executive to fulfil ex- 
isting obligations, and chiefly by anticipating f ands 
not yet due, without making any additions to the 
public burdens, I have deemed the subject of ‘suf- 


ficient urgency and importance again to ask for ` 


it your early attention. —_- i 
‘ ` M. VAN BUREN. 
_ Wasmnaron, 17th February, 1840. 


Pi Treasury DEPARTMENT, 

: ae Feb. 15, 1840. 
Bim: The daty entrusted tó this Department of 
_sapervising the execution of such laws as are con- 
nected with the: fiscal operations of the Govern- 
meat, induces me to make to you the’ following 
ecommanication. 7 

“Ia the annual report oh the finances, submitted 
to Congress near the commencement of its present 


i 


session, I had the honor-to statė, in sabstance, that © 
should net exceed iw || 


if the new appropriations 
amoant the estimates then offered, and if the in- 
debted banks shou'd meet their obligations wih 
panctuality, the receipts for the whole year wouid 
probably eqaal the expenditures. ; 

After the lapse of nearly three months, those 
views remain unchanged, excep’ so far as subse- 
quent events, heretofore communicat d to you and 
to Congress, may in some degree affect them. Bot 
whether those events, viz: new constructions of 
-the tariff laws by the courts, and increased embar- 
rassments of business in consequence of the sus- 
pension of sptcie payments by the banks contino- 
ing over a large part of the United States, wil 
reduce the revenue so much as to render new 

| means on those accounts indisp2nsable, cannot yet 
be decided with certainty. Bat it may be ascer- 
tained before Congress adjourns, and can then, if 
necessary, be suitably provided for. , 

It was also stated in the annual report, that the 
uncertainty of receiving prompt payment from- 
‘the banks, and the convenience of having á larger 
balance on hand in the Treasury than-was likely 
to exist, as well as the fact that the greatest debis 
due from the banks were not payab'e till’ the last 
half of the year, while the largest expenditures 
were charged on the first half of “it, and patticu- 
larly.on the month of March, required some a le- 
quate provision of means to meet thote conting-n- 
cies and inequalities, and rendered ‘“‘the earliest 
attention to new teg slation ‘on this subject” “highly: 
pradent, if not indispensable, for the effectual se- 

curity of: the public credit.” f a 

The prompt adoption of such precautionary 
measure was further urged, on general grounds of 
expediency, considering the existing embarrass- 
m nts of the country, the suspension of specie pay- 


ments by many of the banks, and the fluctuations” 


and uncertainties to which our receip® and expen- 
ditures were, from vaiious causes then eoume- 
rated, constantly exposed. ‘Lhe experience and 
during nearly one-fourth -of a year, 


whiel bas since elapsed, have strengthened the 


‘| took the liberty to repeat my conviction of the 


t 


¥ 


| 


| der all the urceztainties to which our financial ope- 
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impression then entertained on this point; and in. 


official communications since made to the appro- | 
priate conimittees of Congress and yourself, I 


continue urgency and importance of the measure’ 
previously recommended in re’a‘ion to it.. 
But no action having yet taken place conceraing | 
this subject, though the period is near at hand, 
when the due maintenance of the public credit 
seems most imperatively to require it, I. shall 
roceed tò state, with more minuteness than here- 
tofore, some of the circumstances which make such 
a provision so esential at the prezent moment. 
Early as the 5th and 7th of March, a very large 
amount of pensiens and Treasury notes become 
duve, in’ addition to"other and ordinary demands. 
They will exceed, in the aggregate, two and one- 
quarter millions of dollars, and for the payment of 
‘which funds are yet to be advanced by the Trea- 
sary to the amount of about - $1,450,000 
Onthe 13th cf March, more Treasury’ 

notes fall dré, not yet redeemed, com- 

pated at - - 250,000 
Others fall due and are redeemable l 
in the rest-of March, April, and 
May, estimated at - 


- 1,150,000 


.- _— 


f -82,850,000 | 


These’ constitute an aggregate of'burdens but ` 


little short of three millions, beside other payments — 
for ordinary objects. 

The estimates of all-the receipts and all the ex- 
penditares, for these and other objects, daring that ; 
period, with the available balance of money now 


_on hand in the Treasury, are detailed in the states :i 


ment annexed, marked A. _ 

. From those particulats it will be seen that, in 
order to be able to discharge all anticipat: à claims 
punctually, and retain on hand the appropriate 
balance of abouttwo millions for common pur- 
poses, a provision of means is expedient to the ex- 
tent of four and thrae-fourths millions of dollars, 
subject to be used in who'e or in part, as may be 
found necessary to meet.the public exigencies, un 


rations a:e liable. 

At this late day, a power to issue Treasury 
notes, instead of those heretofore or hereatter re- 
deemed, or to make a temporary loan to` that ex- 
tent, subject to be redeemed after sixty or ninety 
days’ notice, seems the best, and, in fact, the only 
effectual method of providing such medns, until the 
r<ceipts, in the last half of the year, or subsequently, 
may enable the Department to extinguish any debt 
meu red. 


_ Aivincréase of the tariff, or à recall of deposites |} 
from the States, wonld be too slow in their opera- 


tions for obtaining adequate funds seasonably, as 
some of them will be needed w.thin two ‘or three 
we-ks, ai ara S 

To confer an ‘efficient power, to procnre neces- 


gaty means, would -make no addition to the public ` 


Congress; and to the prompt payment of which the | 


public faith has been solemnly pledged. The pro- | 


priety of doing it, therefore, seems too obvious tu 
require farther comment. ae 5 
Having submitted these views, in addition to 
thoe heretofore presented on the same subject, this 
Department, except under new authority from 
Congress, can accomplish nothing more than to 
continue to meet the public engagements to such | 
an extent as may be practicable, however impers 
fectly, under the existing laws and the means al- 
ready at its dispcsal. Respectfully, a 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury: 


To the Przsipent of the United States. 


ary, 184 
available for general purposes, computed to 


0, | 
be 


. burdens, but merely ‘aid the Exècmive branch of 'i 
the Governtent to exectte the taws with fidelity, | 
by discharging appropriations already imposed by: f 


-about $1,700,000, but at the end of the month it 
will probably be reduced to 


* Not over two-thirds of this will be 


" sitnated on the seaboard, and conve- 


- $1,300,000 | 


nient for use to pay pensions, and re- 
deem Treasury notes. 
Receipts, in March, April and Ma, 
from custems and lands, estimaled 
at - œ 
Receiptsffrom banks in those months, 
indebted in 1837 as depositorics, 
estimated at i 


3,600,000 


200,000 


——— 


Now and before the Ist June, com- 
puted aggrega’e means - $5,100,000 
Expenditures for pensions required by 
‘5th March, as estimated by the 
War Department at $1,760,000, of 
‘which will then be needed, besides 
what has been recently advanced, 
‘about - - 
Treasury notes falling due by March 
Zh, not yet redeemed 
Treasury notes falling due by March 
13th, not yet redeemed 
Treasury notes falling due in the rest 
of March, April and May, and oth- 
- ers then redeemable - 
Ordinary expenditaresin March, April 
and May, out of appropriations al- 
ready mate, and new ones which 
are expected to pass, and are re- 
quired to carry into effect existing 
laws for ordinary objects, before lst 
of June, est.mated at 


$900,000 
550,000 
250,000 


1,150,000 


4,500,0C0 
$7,350,000 


Least balance usually proper to have 
on hand at various points, near as 
well as remote os - 

Add for the Ist óf. Jane, to meet what - 
is immediately dae under the many . 
new appropriations passed near the 
close of the sesion 


$2,000,000 


500,000 


$9,850,000 
"5,100,000 


ae aap 


Deduct thie computed means - - 
Amount of additicnal means sppear- . 
ing expepient now ‘and before. the St Se 

ist of June _ 2 $4,759,000 

On metion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, 

Ordered, That it be referred t» the Com-nitiee cf 
Ways and Means, and be piin'ed. =, . 
Mr. BELL rose and said that he felt a Ji'tle em- 
barrassed as to an application which had been 
mace by friends around him , Some gentlemen 
were under the impression that this discassion 
would be continted from. day to day, until the sub- 
ject was disposed of; bat he apprehended that, if 
not terminated this evening, it would g> over to 
thisday two weeks, unless a special order should. 
be made in relation to it. Other gentlemen’ had 
expressed. an anxieiy to have an opportuni’y, dar-, 
ing the remnant of the evening, of . presenting pe~’ 
titions, which could cnly be done by aq order to. 
that effect, or by unanimuus consent. And, again, 
other gentlemen had expressed iheir anxiety, to have 


` the qur stion taken at some early day, and their fear 


‘that, if -this evening was passed in discussion, no 
opportunity would. be givea to take the. question, 
He was ready, in courte-y and in justice to the bu- 
siness of the House, to yield to any reasunable 
proposition which might be made. If it was the. 
sense of the House that the question Sloald be ta- 
ken immediately, he would not occupy its time in 
any remarks, however desirous it might be to him 


_to ‘submit a few observations. - Or, if it was the 
| ‘sense of. the House to postpone the further conside- 


tation of the subject to a particular day, he would, 
acquiesce. - Wha'ever course the House might. 
think proper to adopt, he should feel himself con- 
strained, in‘courtesy, to accede to. 

_ Mr. CASEY would make a suggestion. The 
original proposition as to the instructions was of- 
fered by himself. So far as he was concerned, be 
was willing to forego the desire he felt to address 
the House; and he believed that he might say for a 
number of the friends of the measure, that they 
were Willing and angious to take the question thig 


evening. Other subjects would come up, on which 
gentlemen might have an cpport-nity to express 
their views on all the varions matters which had 
been brought into this discussion; and, in order 
that the subject before the House might be referred 
to the committee, (if it was the pleasure of the 
House s. to do,) and that the commitiee might act 
upon it, he hoped the question might be taken this 
evening. 


Mr. BELL said he understood, then, that no x 


gentleman wisked to sp:ak. 


Mr. RHETT begged to remind -gentlemen of 3 


what they themselves had said, that it was their de- 
sire that the question should be discussed in all its 
bearings fully, and that after it had been di-cussed 
the question should te taken. 


He believed that ; 


three gentlemen had spoken against the appropria- | 


tion, and that nine had sp ken in favor of it. 

Mr. BELL, after paying a high compliment to the 
peech of the eloquent gentteman [Mr. Corwin] said 
that heshould oppose this appropriation,as healways 
had opposed it,on the grounds of its inexpediency, and 
net on constitutional grounds, which, in his opi- 


nion, were untenable. He believed that appropria- ; 


tions for the Cumberland road were as mucia in 
accordance with the Constitution as those for har- 
bors, light-houses, &c. on the sea coast, and there- 
fore the most successful mode of attacking this 
measure would be on the grounds of i's inexpedi- 
ency, and not of its uncons‘itutionality. He 
thought that no sensible people would withhold 
their appropriations from the seaboard for the pur- 
pose of making these expenditures overflow on 
their borders—and he always thought that the peo- 
ple of the interior would never submit to such a 
construction of the Constitution as this. If it was 
trne, as alleged by the gentleman from South Caro- 


back the Government to its original purity, he was 
willing to go along with bim in cutting off these 
enormous appropriations not sanctioned by the 
spiritof the Constitution, and particularly with re- 
gard to those isolated appropriations for the benefit 
of particular sections of the country. He was 
willing to go along with the gentleman, and do all 
in his power to stay the tide of extravagance and 
profu:ion of expenditure that had, for some years 
past, been running so strongly. But was the gen- 
tleman sare that such a crisis had arrived? Was 
he not mistaken in his judgment? The gentleman 
did not dwell upon the evidence which was so sa- 
tisfactory to his mind, that this happy state of things 
had arrived. He did not go into the details of that 
evidence to show that the Republican party of the 
South now occupied the vantage ground, which 
would enable them to control the action of this Go- 
vernment with regard to a more economical ad- 
ministration of its affairs. Allusion had been made, 
in the course of this debate, to the state of the 
Tr2asury, but this was an argument that had been 
used every year the Cumberland road was before 
the House, and was both idle and uuprofitable. 
This Goverament had been frequently obliged to 
borrow money, and last year issued Treasury notes. 
It was not the state of the Treasury, then, that the 
gentleman from South Carolina relied on to defeat 
these appropriations. Was it in any chanse in the 
opinions of the Executive? and was the gentleman 
fiom New York right in supposing that the Presi- 
dent had abandoned all his old opinions with regard 
to the importance of internal improvements, and 
had set his face against all such appropriation.? 
There was no evidence of this nature befure them. 
He was not aware that it had ever been customary 
for the President of the United S ates to notice these 
great works in his annual message to Congress; 
and therefore, there was nothing to warrant them 
in supposing that he was opposed to the Cumber- 
Jand road, because it was not mentioned in his last 
me sage. It was supposed, however, by some, that 
the President had changed his views with regard to 
these great questions, because the Secretary of the 
Treasury had omitted to make an estimate for the 
Cumberland road, in his last annual report. 

We are now, said Mr. B. on the eve of a Presi- 
dential election, and that is the cause why there is 
a more animated struggle upon the question of 
continuing these improvements, Mr, B, here re- 
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ferred to the Journal of the House for 1834, and 
quoted the proceedings on taking up the bil for the 
Cumberland road, in illustration of his arzument; 
and then went on to allude to the effects to be pro- 
duecd en the Sowih, if it cowd be satisfied that 
these appropriations would cease. Afier replying 
at some length to Mr. Pickens, Mr. B. went into 
his objecticns to this resolution, and particu'arly 
objected to the various other appropriations that 
were tacked to it. in the way of amendments, thus 
compelling the House to express an opinion in re- 
lation to all of them together. He expressed his 
wish that some settled system of internal improve- 
ments should be adopted, by which a known 
and fixed amount should be appropriated every 
year, and by this means break up that sys- 
tem of combinations and alliances whieh 
had too often carried through the mest ob- 
Jectionable appropriations. He blamed the mem- 
bers from the South for their unal‘e:able and un- 
qualified opposition to internal improvements in 


:. every shape, and believed that such opposition had 


fi 
j 
| 


lina, (Mr. Pickens,] that such a crisis had arrived in | 
eur national affairs, that it was possible to bring | 


i 


caused the combinations of members from the 
Northeastern and Western States, which haden- 


| abled them to carry all their sectional objects 
He had no doubt but that | 


through the House. 
millions might be saved to the South by their re'ax 
ing their system, and admitting of fixe. and per- 
manent appropriations fer objects: worthy of the 
national bounty. After continuing his remarks for 
some time, Mr. B. was interrupted by 


Mr. HUBBARD, who suggested to him, on ac- 


count of the lateness of the hour, to give way for 
an adjournment. 

Mr. BELL expressed his willingness to acqui- 
esce in the decision cf the House, reserving his 
right to the floor when the subject should be again 
resumed; afier which, at the request of several 
gentlemen near him, he submitted a resolution, 
extending the time for the daily reception of peti- 
tions unii} the first of March next. This resolu- 
lion requiring the general consent of the House, 

Mr. TURNEY objected. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia also objected on the 
ground of the motion inteifering with the impor- 
lant public business which demanded the earliest 
coxsiceration of the House. 

Mr. BELL then moved a suspension of the rules 
tə enable him to submit the resoluiion; and, in 
taking the question by teilers, there were 78 in the 
affirmative and 25 in the regalive. 

No quorum voting, 

On motionof Mr. RHETT, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Torspay, February 18, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a reso'ution of the Le- 
gislative Assembly of the Territory of Iowa, pray- 
ing the passage of a law to authorize the election 
of the Governor of that Territory by the people, 
after the term of the present incumbent shall have 
expired; which was referred to the Committe on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislative Assembly of Wisconsin, praying the con- 
firmation of the claims of Francis Laventure; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. L. also presented the copy of a correspond- 
ence in relation to the confirmation by the British 
Government of a grant of land to Jonathan Car- 
ver, by the Nodoweisa Indians, in the year 1767; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Paulding county, in the State of 
Georgia, praying the establishment of a mail route; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Pest Roads. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted an additional document 
in relation to the memorial of the Mayor and Com- 
mon Council of the city of Chicago; which was 
referred tqghe Committee on Commerce, and or- 
dered to b&*printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of a 
number of citizens of the State of Pennsylvania, 
praying an increase of the daty on foreign siiks; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. STURGEON presented three petitiongfrom 
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citizens of Washington county, Pennsylvania,. | 
praying the abolition of the slave trade; the mo- 
tion to receive wh:ch, was, 

On motion hy Mr. CLAY of Alabama, ordered 
to Hie on the tabie. 

Mr. STURGEON presented eleven memorials 
against the use of bloodhounds in the Florida war; 
which were laid on the table. 

Mr. S. also presented the remonstrance of a 
number of citizens of Washington county, Penn- 
sylvania, against the admission of Texas into the 
Union; which, 

Oa motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, was laid 
on the table. 

On motion by Mr. ALLENS the petition of Wil- 
liam Walker, now on file, was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which were referred 

The petiticn of the legal representatives of John 


. G. Mackall; 


The petition of Abraham Williamson; and 

The mem: ria! of Fleming Wood; 
made adverse reports thereon; which were ordered 
to te printed. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, reported a bill 
for the relief of James B. Morgan; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr.WALKER, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of Daniel B. Bush, reporied the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. W. also, from the sae committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Juhn W. Monette; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. `- 

Mr. CLAY of Ala. from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill to grant other lands 
to the inhabitants of towaships deprived of the six- 
tecnth sections by Indian reservations; which was 
read, and ordered to a second readtng. 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which was referred the petiticn 
of the heirs of James Caldwell, made an unfavo- 
rable report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which were referred ; 

The petition of Gilbert Walker an1 N. B. Hull 

The petition of Thomes L. Bone; and 

The memorial of Wright Groom; 
made adverse reports, and asked to be dis- 
charged from the further eonsideration ‘thereo!; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. M. from th: same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of Adam D. Stewart; which was 
read, and ordered to a seccnd reading. 

On motion by Mr. NORVELL, the documents 
in relation to theclaim of Charles McKenzie for a 
half-quarter section of land, were referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported the following bill; which was or- 
de:ed to a second reading: 

AN ACT to cqualize the pay and allowances of 
the officers of the line and staff of the army. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 


| atives of the United States of America in Congress as- 


sembled, ‘That from and after the first day of the 
month next ensuing afier the passing of this act, 
the colonels, lieutenant colonels, and majors, of 
the Corps of Engineers, the Corps of Topographi- 
cal Engineers, the Corps of Ordnance, the Quar- 
masiei’s Department, and the Subsistence Depart- 
ment, be entitled to receive forage, or money in 
lieu thereof, when forage is not furnished in kind, 
for the same number of horses enly now allowed 
to oflicers of corresponding grades of the artillery 
and infantry of the army. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the first day of the month next ensuing the, 
passage of this act, the captains in the staff, 
corps, and departments mentioned in the preceding 
section, be allowed forage, cr money in lieu 
thereof, when forage is not furnished in kind, for 
two horses, and that the first and second leute- 
nants of the aforesaid corps and departments, after 
the same day, be no longer entitled to forage or 
money in lieu thereof: Provided, nevertheless, That 
whenever the duties of said lieutenants shall re- 
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quire them to be mounted, they shall be furnished 
with two horses each, at the expense of the United 
States, and forage for the same. 

` Src. 3. And be it further enacted. That from and 
after the first day of the month next ensuing after 
the passing of th's act, the colonels, licnienant 
co'onels, majors, and captains of the ariiilery and 
infantry of the army, be entitled to receive the 
same month'y pay as is now allowed by law to 
cavalry officers of similar and corresponding 
grades; and that the first and second lieutenants of 
the several corps and departments enumerated in 
the first section of this act, and also the first and 
second lieutenants of the artillery and infantry of 
the army, be entitled to receive, each, the menthly 
pay of thirty-two dollars and twenty-six dollars 
Tespectively. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That ail acts 
or paus of acts finconsistent with the provisions of 
this act be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Mr. P. said that it would not be proper for him, 
in the present stage of the bill, to enter upon a par- 
ticular explanation of its details; but he would take 
leave to remark generally, that it would make but 
a very trifling increase of the annual expense of 
our whole mi'itary establishment. It ecntem- 
plates, on the one hand, a reduction of the forage 
ration, and, on the other, an increase of the month- 
ly pay—and this wes the main principle upon 
which the equalization proposed tq affected was 
based. He beiieved there was no provis‘on in the 
bill which the committee would not be prepare:! to 
vindicate, upon the ground of justice to those im- 
mediately interested, and from considerations of 
public policy. Ifhe was not greatly mistaken 
with regard to the feeling which at present exists 
among the officers of the line of the army stationed 
in Florida, along the frontier, every where, suffi- 
ciently indicated, by the mass of memorials which 
had beea presented at this and the two preceding 
sessions, and if he did not greatly mistake public 
sentiment upon this subject, the legislation pro- 
posed should be regarded as not less desirable to 
the staff than to the line. He hoped the Dill would 
aitract the attention of every Senator, and finally 
receive the approbation of all—because he antici- 
pated from its passage the happiest results to 
every branch of the s:rvice. 

The adverse repsr's from the various committees 
on the S:cretary’s table were taken up, considered, 
and agreed to. [Antong these reperis, was one 
from the Judiciary Commitiee, on the prayer of a 
number of citizens cf New O:lesns, prayirg zen 
alteration of the naturalization laws, which was, 
that the prayer of the petitioners ought not to be 
granted.} 

The bill for the relief of John H. Shepard, ad- 
ministrator of Abiel Wood, was taken up on its 
third reading, read a third time, and pissed. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The resolutions of the Select Committee on the 
assumption of the State debts, and the substitute 
sabmitted by Mr. Crirrenpen, and the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Bucuanan, were taken up. 

Mr. NORVELL offered the fol!owing as a sub- 
stitate for Mr. Bocttsnan’s amendment: 

Resolved, That while the Senate of the United 
States is fully impressed with the importance and 
correctness of the principles contained in the fore- 
going resolutions, it is cot intend-d thereby to cie- 
ate any doubt of the conslitatiosal right of the 
States to contract debts, nor of their resources, dis- 
position, or ability to fulfil the engagements which 
they have contracied, for purposes of internal im- 
provement, as well as for other odjec’s within the 
rang: of their reserved powers. 

Mr. PHELPS, who was entitled to the floor on 
th's subject, not being present, Mr. HUBBARD 
said that, though he would have greatly preferred 
to have followed Mr. P. hedid not wish the sb- 
ject to be farther delayed; and would, therefore, 
with the leave of the Senate, proceed to submit 
the few remarks he intended to cffer on this sub- 

ject. l 


Mr. HUBBARD then proceeded at great length 
in favor of the resolutions reported by the Select 
Committee, and at the conclusion of his remarks, 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, 

The Senate adjourned. 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mnr. Ep:ror: The reportin the Globe of the 13th 
instant, of my remarks, made in response toa 
question of Mr. Paorrit, put to him in the course 
of his speech, is inaccuraie in two points: 


Ist. In my description of the modern Whig j 


party. 
2). In my remarks connected with the name of 
Mr. Cray. 


I said: “I did not belong to the Whig party; that 


the same wes not to my taste; that as 1 understood 
the matter, it was composed of the ancient Fede- 
ral party, the fragments of obsolete and evanescent 
parties, the vanguards of nascent parties, strug- 
gling for existence, and a few Democrats, who, 
from personal pred lecticn:, suffer themselves to 
act with them to whom they do nct belorg.” 


Iam reported in the Globe as having said, that | 
from the time when I was on the Cray electoral — 


ticket in Indiana, he [Mr. Cray] had ‘‘repudiated 
kis old Democratic principles.” 

&: I dd not say this. lam not here to discuss, or 
criticise, the political character or course of Mr. 
Cray cr any other gentleman, not now before the 
country. What I did say was this, viz: “ That 


ing resolution as a substitate for his former propo! 
sition: ‘ 

Resolved, That all the proceedings and papers 
before the Committee of Elections in relat‘on to the 
New Jersey election, be reported to the House by 
the comm'tee, with a statement of the names of 
the individuals who received a majority of all the 
votes given at the election‘forjmembers of the 26h 
Congress in thet State, and that the same be print- 
ed for the use of the House, and the committee 
bave leave to have such other papers and docu- 
ments in relatien to other contested elections, pend- 


-ing before them, printed by the public Printer of 


Congress. 

Mr. CAMPBELL # South Carolina, chairman 
of the Committee of Elections, then addressed the 
House until the expiration of the morning hour, in 
explanation of the course which had been taken 
by the committee in reference to this question; 
which will be published at length hereafter. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia cailed fer the special 


order of the day; and in execution of which, on 


at the time when I was on the Clay electoral ticketin « 
Indiana, Mr. Clay’s orthodoxy as a Democratic poli- 


| tician had never been doubted.” 


Very respectfully, 
W. W. WICK. 
House oFREFRESENTATIVES, Feb. 17, 1840. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Torspay, Febraary 18, 1840. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana asked permiss‘on of the 
House to offer a resolution to extend the time for 
the reception of petitions. He had no design that 
it shouid interfere with the epecial order of the 
House: His object wás to bring the House to 
some decision on the question which had teen un- 
der discussion for sever:1 days past, growing out of 
the petilion presented by him in relation to the 
Cumberland rcad. It was important to Vaat inte- 
rest that the time should be extended, to enable the 
discussion to proceed, and bring the Honse to a 
proper decision thereon. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia was understood to say 
that the Commuittce of Ways and Means had be- 
fore ita subject of the greatest importance, upon 
which they wonld report a bill on tu-mcriow ; and 


it would then be indispensatle that it should be | 


acted on without delay. 
todo so to furai-h means to carry on the ope- 
rations of Government. He was apprehensive, if 
the resolution proposed should be adonted, that it 
would interfere with the action on that biil, as well 
as others of equal importance now on the SPEAK- 
ER's table. 

Mr. DAVIS then offered his resolution, which 
was read forthe information of the House, as fol- 
Jows: 

Resolved, That the time for the presentation of 
petitions be extended and continued until the 1st 
day of March. 

Objection was made to its reception; when 

Mr. DAVIS moved a suspension of the rales. 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; wh:ch were ordered. 


Mr. PELTRIKIN moved a call of the House: not 


ordered. 

The question was then taken on a suspension of 
the rules, and determiced in the negative—yeas 91, 
nays 56. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first business 
in order was the resolution reported from the Com- 
mittee of Elections by Mr. CAMPBELL, chairman, 
asking the House to grant that committee the 


ft was in fact necessary | 


his motion, 
Tne House thea resolved itself into Committee 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. 


Lincoun in the Chair, and tock up the bill making 


` appropriations for the payment of Revolutionary 


and other pensioners of the United States for the 
year 1840. 

The questions immediately pending in commit- 
tee, when it last rose, were, the amendment to the 
bill submitted by Mr. GarLanD of Louisiana, as 
follows: 

“Beit further enacted, That no money appro- 
priated by this act shall be placed inthe hands of 
pension agents more than ore month befcre the 
day for the semi-annual payment of pensions;” 

And the amendment of Mr. UnpErwoop to the 
same, as follows: 

“Each pension agent shall be al’owed as com- 
pensation for his. services ——- per cent. on the 
amount of money disburse] by him: Provided, That 
no pensien agent shail receive as compensation 
more than 1,500 doilars per annum. 

“Be it further enacted, That it shall be unlawful 
for.any pension agent tv use or apply to his own 
purposes, or to lend to any person or persons, or to 
suffer any person or persons to use, any part of the 


: public moneys placed in his bands or subject to his 


control; and, if any pension atent shail violate the 
foregoing provisions of this scc on, he shall, upon 
conviction thereof before any court of competent 


: jurisdiction, undergo and suffer imprisonment for a 
` period of time not less than one ner more than five 


ee 


years, at the discretion of the jury convicting th 
offender.” f 

A long debate here arose, as to tbe propriety of 
making the appropriation contained in the bill at 
that time, and as tu the expediency of changing the 
mode of compensating the pension agents, in which 
Messrs. WHITE ot Kentucky, JONES of Vir- 
ginia, chairman of the Commiitee of Ways and 
Means, TILLINGHAST, R. GARLAND, TRIP- 
LETT, WISE, and EVANS, pariicipated, (which 
will be given hereafter,) wken 

The question was taken on Mr. Unperwcon’s 
amendment to the amendment, and it was re- 
jected. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Garlann of Louisiana, ano:her debate arose 
zs to the propriety of its adoption, and whether it 
would not be better to passa bill at that time, 
making a transfer of the unexpended balances from 


| one head of appropriation, to be applied to others 
| on which it was needed, to meet the pensions be- 


: coming due in March, and to pass a subsequent bill 


privilege to have ail printing done which :t deemed _ 


necessary to facilitate the investigation of the New 
Jersey disputed election. 


The question pending when the resolution was _ 


last under consideration, was the motion of Mr. 
Cave Jounson to amend the proposition from 


the commitiee, by authorizing that ee to : 
ollected in ` 


have printed all the evidence they had c 
relation to this election. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said he had been instructed 
by the committee to accept the proposition of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. W. JoHNSON.] 


appropriatieg a sufficient sum to meet (hose falling 
due in September. Messrs. CURTIS, EVANS, 
JONES ot Virginia, BELL, WHITE, and POPE, 
took part, when 

Mr. WHITE moved to strike out all after the 
enacting clause of the bill, for the purpcse of in- 
serting the following: 

“That the Secretary of War, with the approba- 


. tion of the President of the United States, be, and 
. he is hereby authorized, to transfer the unexpended 
- balances of appropriations heretofore made to the 
' different classes of the general pension fund, to any 


ji 


Mr, CAVE JOHNSON then offered the foliow- i: of those classes to which the specific appropriation 


may be deficient, for the purpose of meeting the 
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various claims upon any of the classes of the said 
general pension fand,” 


Mr. BANKS said it would be in order to move || 


the above as an amendment to the amendment, but - 
was clearly out of order to move it as a substitute | 


for the biil, while the amendment previously offer- 
ed was pending. 

The CHAIR, accordingly, raled the amendment 
out of order; when 


The question was taken on the amendment offer- j 
ed by Mr. Gartanp of La. and decided in the ne- 


ga'ive. 


` rers 


Mr. WHITE renewed his amendment, as above. 


The question on which was taken by tellers, 
(Messrs. Davies of Pa. and Graves acting as 
such,) and the amendment was rejected—-ayes 52, 
noes 75. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Va. the committee 
` then rose and reported the bill to the House, with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. CURTIS moved that the House adjourn; 
and the yeas and nays having been ordered upon 
the said motion, he withdrew it. 


Mr. TURNEY demanded the previous question. | 


Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved that 
House adjourn; upon which 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and werc—yeas 22, nays 116. 

So the House refuted to adjourn. 


the 
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the monopolizers in Asia and America was pre- 
cisely the same; and there was but one point at 
which the Engl sh company beat the American; 
and that was in the reduction of the qsantity, or 
suppression of the manufacture of salt. ‘The 
American companies effected their object by rent- 


: ing salt wells and furnaces, and letting them lie 
. idle, and by hiring owners of salt water not to dig 


wells; and also by limiting the manufaciu- 
to make but a certain quantity. This 
is the way the American  monopolizers 
effected their object; the English company 


: in India, on account of their military force, 


had a more compendious, cheaper, and effectual 
way to accomplish the same object: it was, simp'y, 
to drive the native Hindcos down to the sea shore, 
where the power of the sun covered the beach with 
pure strong salt, from the evaporation of sea wa- 
ter, and make them throw jt all back into the sea; 
and then come to the Company’s agents and pur- 
chase their adulterated stuff, (from one-third to 
one-half being the amount of adulteration,) at the 
tate of about fi‘ty cents for fifteen pounds. With 


, this single exception, in which the English mono- 


The previous question was then seconded, and | 


the main question ordered; which main question 
was, Shall the bill be engrossed fora third reading? 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON demanded the yeas and 
nays on the above question; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 135, nays none. 

The bill was then read a third time, when 

On the motion of Mr. TURNEY, the previous 
questicn was moved and seconded, aud the main 
question was ordered; which maia question was, 
Shall the bill pass? 

The bill was then passed; after which, 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, 

The Houce adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Weopwuspay, February 19, 1840. 
Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of E Shaler; 
which was.referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Maine, for a Congress of Nations, to set- 


ue internat onal disputes; which was referred to the ; 


Committee on Foreign Relations. 
On motion by Mr. YOUNG, the petition of a 


numer of citizens of Illinois, praying thatan an- || the salt monopoly, which the Hindoos obtained 


nual term of the Circuit and District Comt of INi- 

nois may be held at Chicago, now on file, was re- 

ferred 10 the Committee on the Judiciary. 

SALT DUTY AND SALT MONOPOLY IN 
THE WEST. 


Mr: BENTON asked to add certain papers to | 


those already ordered to be 


printed on the subject 
of the salt daty, 


and the monopoly of salt inthe 
West. The papers which had been ordered to be 
privted were principally from the West—chie fiy 
from the State of Missouri: those which he now 
presented, came from a very different quarter; they 
came from the East—and from the far East—from 
that Asia whch groaned under the iron Sceptre of 
the English East India Company. This company, 
which Was a corporation, had exemplified in Asia 
every variety of abure, tyranny, and oppression, 
which the passions of man could suggest; and 
among other abuses, had established a sall mo- 
monopoly throughout the vast 
which it ruled. The parallel Letween the 
conduct of these menopol zers of salt in Asia 
and in America was 


regions over - 


complete in every particular; 


in selling by the Pound, instead of the measured | 


bushel; in extorling an enormous and unconsciona- 
ble price; in Appointirg agents to distribute the 
salt to the people in districts; in adulterating the 
salt; and in suppressing its manufacture, or pro- 
duction, In all these particulars, the conduct of 


polizers in Asia had the advantage over the Ame- 
Ticans in the mode of lessening the quantity of salt, 
their conduct was precisely the same, and led to 
the same complaints and applications for redress. 
The Hindoos, in 1832, sent a deputation to Lon- 
don to complain to the Parliament of this salt mo- 
nopoly, and its heartless abuses. The House of 
Commons raised a select committee to inquire into 
the conduct of the East India Company generally, 
and into this abuse in particular; which committee 
took the testimony, both of natives and English- 
m'n, and reported the whole to Parliament; and 
here it is, said Mr. B. (holding up a large folio 
volume;) hese it is; and I now have to ask the Se- 
nate to print, as a part of the salt papers already 
ordered to be printed, the testimory of two of 
these witnesses examined before the select com- 
mittee of the British House of Commons; one of 
the witnesses being a native Hindoo, and the other 
an Englishman. 

Mr. B. said he proposed to himself three advan- 
tages in prioting the testimony of these two wit- 
nesses; first, to show the identity of abuse from the 
salt monop ly in Asia and in our America; se- 
condly, to show that the people of the West now 
suffer from the salt monopolizers in the West, 


every oppresson which the English East India: 


Company lately indictel onthe Hindoos; thirdly, 
to claim for the people of ihe West the same 
attention from Congress to their complaints against 


from the British Parliament. 
Mr. B’s motion was agreed to. 

. Mr. B. said that this examination into the salt 
monopoly in India, had been brought to his aiten- 
tion by a friend, in consequence of the five hours? 
debate in the Senate, on Friday last, against print- 


| ing the testimony of Western citizens on the 


Subject of the salt monopoly in the West. 
Mr. WALL, from the Committe on the Judi- 


ciary, to which was referred tne petition of the’ 


heirs of Silence Elliott, made an unfavorable report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the bill for the relief: 
of Lieut. John E Bispham, repo: ted the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a bill to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to use chemical or any other oil in the 
lighthouses, and to make the necessary alterations 
lor that purpose; which was read, and ordered te 
a second reading. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee “on Roads 
and Cana's, repuited a Fill to authorize the Mine 


| a Lamotte and Mississippi Railroad Company te 


enter, on a cre lit, a quantity of land, to ad the 
company in the censtruction of a rai!road from 
Mire a Lamotie, in the State of Misseur’, to the 
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Mississippi river, and for other purposes; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Coumittce on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the petition of the 
assignee of David Beard, made an unfavorable re- 
port thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

The bill from the House of Representatives 
making appropriations for the payment of Revolu- 
tionary and other pensioners of the United States 
for the year 1840, was read a first and second time, 
the referred to ihe Committee on Finance. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
_ The bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Lou- 
isiana; 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Cochran; 

The bill for the relief of Alvarsz Fisk and the 
legal representatives of Thomas P. Eskridge; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of William Conway; 

The bill for the relief of Pierre Babin; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame 
De Lusser; 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Campan; 

The bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Greensburg land district, State of Lovisiana; 
were severally taken up,as in Committee of the 
Whole, considered, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third readirg. 

SPECIAL ORDER. _ . : 

The resolution from the Select Committee on 
the assumption of the debts of the States was 
then taken up, and Mr. CLAY of Kentucky ad- 
dressed the Senate at Jength on the subject. 

Mr. SEVIER intimated an intention of address- 
ing the Senate on the subject, and, on his motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weonespay, February 19, 1840. ; 

The SPEAKER laid. before the House a com- 
munication from the Post Office Department, en- 
closing a report of the expenditares of that De- 
partment for the year ending 30th June, 1839, 
which was, vis a 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, referred to the 
Committce on the Expenditures in the Post Office 
Department. _ ee 

The SPEAKER anncunced that the first. busi-. 
ness inorder wes the resolution reported from the 
Committee of Elections by Mr. CAMPBELL, chair- 
man, asking the Hou-e to grant that committee the 
privilege to have all printing done which is deemed 
necessary to facilitate the investigation of the New 
Jersey disputed election. 

The question pending when the resolution was 
last under consideration, was the. motion of Mr. 
Cave JuuNson to amend the Proposition, with: the 
following, asa substitute: nas 

Resolved, That all the proceedings and papers be- 
fore the Comm:ttee of Elections ia relation to the 
New Jersey election, be reported to the House by - 
the committee, with a statement of the names of 
the individuals who received a majority of all the. 
votes given at the election for members of the 26th 
Congress in that State, and that the same be print- 
ed for the use of the House, and the commitice 
have leave to have such other papers and docu- 
ments ia relation to other contested elections, pend- 
ing before them, printed by the public Printer of 
Congress. 

Mr. FILLMORE, who was entitled to the foor 
on this propcsition, was preceeding 10 discuss te 
proceedings of the committee, when he was intera 
rupted by. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, whomade the following point 
of order. It was not in order for the chairman ef 
a committee, or any other member of a committee, 
or of the House, to allude upon thai floor to any 
thiog waich has taken place in committee, or in 
any way relate, in debate, what was done by said 
committee, or by the individual members. of the 
commi:tez, except it is done. by a-ccunter repoit 
made to the House by anthority ofa majority ot, 
the committee. 
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The CHAIR decided that it was not in order for 
the gentleman from New York to allude to the pro- 

megs of the commaillee. 

Mr. FILLMORE. Is it aot in order to answer 
the argaments already made on the ac‘ions of the 
committee, and to notice, in reply, the insinuations 
against the committee? 

The CHAIR was understood to say that it wouid 
not be cut of order to refer to the situation of the 
business berore the committee, but it would be en- 


lirely oat of order to discuss or refer to particular |; 


votes of any member in the committee. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had no desire to refer 
to the votes of the members of the committee. The 
jourral of the ccmmittee would show that when it 
was pob'ished. In reference to the question, he 
would say that he was not surprised at any pro- 
position that might be made to that House, and he 
might say surprised at any action of that House, 
if it would not be out of crder todo so. In justifi- 
cation of the committee, he would say, that not one 
member of it anticipated that such a mo‘inn as this 
would have been mace. He could not, how- 
ever, believe that if the honorable gentleman 
who made the proposition knew the condi- 
tion of the business of the ccmmittee, he 
could have been induced to make such a mo- 
tion. He thought his ignorance cf its situation 
was the otly apology that gentleman could make 
for the singular course he had thought proper to 
take. Mr. F. then referred to the history of the 
New Jersey question when it was before the 
House, and before it was referred to the com- 
mittee; and from a relation of that history, he in- 
quired whether it was the intention of the House for 
that committee to make a preliminary report. He 
inferred from the action of the House, that it had 
already sanctioned the proceeding that there shoud 
be no report as to which of the parties had the 
Jegal returns, and read the resolution referring the 
subject, in proof of that fact. That resolu- 
tion directed the committee to inquire and 
report, not as to the retum, but who were 
entitled to the seats. ‘The commi'tee met, and 
had been in session almost every day since, from 
seven to ten hours per day, doing every thing in 
its power to enable it to place the subject in proper 
order before the House. The question had come 
up in the committee, whether they should make a 
prelimanary report first, as to who was entitled on the 
return to a seat on that floor, before the committee 
priceeded to investigate, to ascertain who was 
elected, or legally entitled to seat. After some 
discussion, the committee could not agree to any 
preliminary report, but agreed to go into a fall in- 
vestigation of the election itself. 

Tte CHAIR here interfered, and said that it 
was not in order to discuss the proceedings of 
the committee. 

Mr. F. then went on to show what the powers of 
the House were over the subject, under the Consti- 
tation, and how much of that power had been 
transferred to the committee. He was understood 
1o say that the powers over the question were en- 
tirely of a judicial, and not of a legislative charac- 
ter; and consequently the committee for the House 
were not allowed to exercise any discretion, bat 
were bound to go into the investigation after the 
manner of investigations before courts, and to be 
governed by the laws and the, Constitution, to the 
same extent as the courts. The powers of the 
House to judge of the qualifications, elections, and 
retorns of its members, were entirely distinct and 
independent of each other, and could not be con- 
founded, unless the Constitution was entire'y blot- 
ied out. The House had itself raised no question 
as to the qualificatien of the contestants; from 
that he argued that the qnestions of election and 
reurns alone were referred to the commiltee. Mr. 
F. referred to the British practice, and to historical 
facts, to show what it was that constituted a return. 
It had a definite meaning; and, according to British 
piactice, was the official resnit of the election, cer- 
tified by the sheriffs, and held ander a writ issued 

from the court of chancery to said sheriff, and this 
yeturn of the sheriff was the prima facie evidence 
of eleetion. It had been left by the Constitation 
. of the United States for the States to prescribe the 
mode of return for members of Congress; and it 


return. 
{i z . x 
diate point between the election and the return, and 
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| thrust it again before the House. 
: the course the House had pursne] in relation to 
the return of the State of New Jersey; which, he 
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the votes, that constituted a return, but the legal 
forms which the States had adop'ed as evidence of 
He contended that there was no interme- 


that they must be judged of distinctly and sepa- 
rately; end inasmuch as the House had set aside 
the return, it would be doing great injustice to the 
committee, to pass this resolution to compel it to 
make a report upon the rerurn. 
rejection of the return by the House was sufficient 
authority for the committee to act upon it or to 
He denounced 


said, had been trampled under foot, because evi- 
dence had been presented to it which weat to qnes- 
tion the return, and which caused its rejection, and 
yet was deemed sufficient to give the cppcs te par- 
ty atitle to the seats. The evidence was merely 
sufficient to create a vacuum. After a discussion 
in committee for several days, (in view of the te- 
jection of the returns by the House, and its having 
raised no question as to qualification,) it deter- 
mined to go into an invest'gation of the election, 
the only question before it; that is, to ascertain who 
were elected, or had the majority of legal votes. 
The ccmmittee had taken up the evideoce he‘ore it 
to ascertain its compe‘ence—and it had decided 
that some portion of the testimory was incompe- 
tent, because suficient time had not been given to 
the opposite party to be present when it was taken. 
In consequence of this, farther time was asked by 
the parties to take testimony. 

Objection was here interposed to prevent the gen- 
t'eman from arraigning the proceedings of the com- 
mittee before the House. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine hoped the gentleman 
would be permitted to proceed. He was willing, 
and the Democra's were willing, that he should go 
on. He was bound to believe that that the ques- 
tion was safe in the hands of the Democratic por- 
tien of that committee. 

Mr. FILLMORE resumed, and was proceeding 
t show, from the condition of the subject before 
the committee, that it could not report; and was in 
the act of reading a resolution adopted by the 
committee, in which ithad determined, witha view of 
giving time to the contestants to take testimony, that 
it would not make a report before the second Mon- 
day of April next; when 


was not the mere giving of votes, or certifying to © 


He thought the . 


Mr. PETRIKIN again interposed a point of : 


order, whether it was proper fur the gentleman to 
read to the House a resolution, adopted in the 
committee, which had not been reported. 

The CHAIR said it was nct in order to do so; 
but if the -House thought proper to permit it, he 
could have no objecti-n. 

Mr. RIVES hoped the gentleman would be al- 
lowed to proceed until a fall investigation was 
gone through with, and that the House would do 
no other business until it was settled as to who 
were enlitied to seats from New Jersey. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina was sur- 
prised that any gentleman who wished to see 
New Jersey fully represen'ed in the House, should 
be in favor of this mode of discussion. 
mitted to go on in this way, it would consume the 
who'e session to no purpose. 

Mr. HAND of New York moved that his col- 
league be allowed to proceed. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to the House, 
when 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked if a majority could 
give permission to the gentleman to go on out of 
order? 

The SPEAKER said he cou'd only put the 
question to the House on the motion of the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Hanp.] If the House 
permitted the gentleman to proceed, it would then 
be for it to determine whether he proceeded in 
order or not. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said it required a vote of two- 


If per- 


thirds to authorize a gentleman to discuss a subject | 


not in order. 
with the standing orders of the House, and 
had ro right to allow a member to go on 
out of order. When a gentleman was called 


i i ne en ern cane ee ee 


House, and the Cuair decided that he was out of 
order, he might get the leave of the House to go on 
with his remarks in order, but net out of order. 
Where would the evil stop if a bare majority 
could permit a gentleman to consume the time of 
the House by discussion out of order? The busi- 
ness of the country could never be got through 
with if this practice was permitted. He made 
these objections (Mr. P. said) net on account of 
any personal or party considerations, but solely 
for the purpese of bringing back the House to that 
regularity and order of proceeding so essential to 
all legislative bodies, and from which there had 
been a lamentable departure for almost the who'e 
of this session. Who would be a member of a 
committee (Mr. P. asked) if alt its proceedings 
were to be commented on in that Flouse before it 
had made any report? 

Mr. FILLMORE siid he had nearly finished 
reading the se-olution when he was interrupted. 
He wished to read it for the purpose of showing to 
the House how impossible it was for the committee 
to make a report as required by the ainendment of 
the gentleman from ‘lennessee. If the Cwair de- 
cided that it was not in order for him to read that 
paper, he must acquiesce in the decision; but, on 
his part, he thought that he was in order. 

The SPEAKER asked the gentleman if he 
wished to appeal from the decision of the Cuair; 
and suggested to him that he had_ beter take that 
course, or accomplish his object in anether way, by 
moving for permission of the House to read the 


aper. 
ý Mr. FILLMORE then moved that he be permit- 
ted to read such portions of the proceedings of the 
committee as the amendment proposed to have 
printed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for tellers on the motion, 
which were not ordered, and the question was taken 
by count, resulting—ayes 95, noes not counted. 

Mr. DUNCAN then rose and demanded the 


| yeas and nays, which were ordered; when 


Mr. BRIGGS asked if it was not in order for the 


i gent'eman to read a paperon which there was a 


question before the House, whether it should be 
rinted. 

The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman from 
New York had no right to read papers containing 
tie rroceedings of the committee, (not reported 
by it,) although the amendment under discussion 
proposed to print those proceed:ngs. 

Mr. ADAMS. Ifthe Speaker Ccecides that pa- 
pers, which a motion is mate to print, shall not be 
read, I appeal from that decision. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina asked if it 
was not out of order to print papers which hal 
not been reported to the House by the committee. 

The SPEAKER said that was a question for the 
House to decide. 

Mr. STANLY called for the reading of all the 
papers which the amendment contemplated print- 


ing. 

The SPEAKER said the papers were not in pos 
session of the House. 

Mr. STANLY. Then you are going to print 
papers which are not in possession of the House. 

Mr. RIVES explained that the amendment pre- 
posed by the gentleman from Tennessee was, that 
the committee be r quired to report to the House, 
and that then the papers, afier they came into the 
possession of the House, should be printed. He 
wou'dsecond the mction of the gentleman from 
North Carolina to have the papers brought before 
the House, and then have them printed forthwith. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut argued that it would 


_ be a censure on the committee to pass this resolu- 
© tion, and do great injust'ce to i', if the members 


were not permitted to place themselves right before 
the House and the country. The committee was 


_ not prepared to report, notwithstanding it had been 


A majority could not dispense -. 


very industrious in investigating the subjects before 
it. If the House passed this resolution, it would 
be an invasion of the rights of the committee, and 
would be assailing it, and unjustly arraign it before 
the nation. He considered the procseding a most 
novel one. But if the House was determined 
to take action upon if, he thought it due 


: that the members of the committee should ba 


to order for discussing a matter not before the | permitted to show the condition of the business a 
í l ; 
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a reason why it would be impcssible to make a 
report fcra month. The committee was now iry- 
ing the contested election from Pennsylvania, which 
alone would occupy a month,  — : 

Mr. S. spoke at some length in vindication of the 
rights of the committee, and tu show the great im- 
propriety of adopting the resolution. 

The discussion of the subject was here arrested, 
the morning honr having expired, by 

Mr. PETRIKIN, who called for the orders of 
the day. oes 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennesree asked if it would 
not be in order to move to proceed with the busi- 
ness now before them. 

The CHAIR said it would not, without a suspen- 
sion of the rules. 

Mr. RIVES said, for the purpose of making the 
motion in relation to that matter, and to enable the 
House to decide a great question involving the 
rights of members to seats, and for the purpose of 
having speedy action thereon, he moved a suspen- 
ston of the ru‘es; and on that question demanded 
the yeas and nays. 

The CHAIR said the motion of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. PETRIKIN,}] had prece- 
dence. It would be for a majority of the House to 
decide whether it would go on with the orders or 
not. If the majority preferred continuing the con- 
sideration of the New Jersey case, it could.show 
that pre’erence by voting duwn the motion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. r 

Mr. RIVES. For the purpose of ascertaining 
the decision of the House in reference to a continu- 
ation of the New Jersey case, I move that the ques- 
tion on the motion of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania be taken by yeas and nays. Then 
all who desire to see the State of New Jersey fully 
represented on this floor would vote against the 
motion to preceed to the orders of the day. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I tell the gentleman that 
the true members of New Jersey have gone home. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on a 
suspension of the rules, were—yeas 97, nays 92. 

YEAS—Messts. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, An‘rews, 
Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Black, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Anson 
Brown, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James 
Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, Crockett, Cross, Curtis, 
Cushing, Davies, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dennis, Evans, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gates, 
Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Granger, Graves, Green, Griffin, 
Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, William $. Hastings, Henry, 
John Hill, of Va. Hoffman, Hopkins, James, Charles John- 
ston, John W. Jones, Kempshatl, King, Lawrence, Lewis, 
Lincoln, Marvin, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, 
Nisbet, Osborne Palen, Petrikin, Pope, Proffit, Randal}, Ran- 
@olph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstal', Si- 
monton, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, 
Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, 
Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Edward D. White, 
John White, Wick, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wilhams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—97. 

NAYS—Mesers. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albe.t G. 
Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Carr, Carroll, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Cotes, Conner, Crabb, Craig, Crary, 
Davee, John Davia, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, 
Gentry, Gerry, Hand, John Hastings, Hawking, John Hill, of 
N. C. Holleman, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Jo- 
seph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kem- 
ble, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Mallery, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Newhard, Parish, 
Parmenter, Pairis, Paynter, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, A. Smith, 
John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Strong, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny. Taylor, Philp F. Thomas, Jacob 
Thom ) Turney, Vanderpeel, David D, Wagener, Watter- 
son, Weller, Jared W. Williams, and Henry Williams—92. 


Phere not being two-thirds, the rules were not 
suspended, and the House proceeded to the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. J. W. JONES, chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee, by permis ion, reported the fol- 
lowing bill : 

A BILL additional to the act on- the subject of 
Treasury notes. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America, in 
Congress assembled, That the regulaticns and pro- 
Vis ons contained in the act passed the twelfth day 
of October, in the year one thousand cight hundred 
and thi:ty-seven, entitled “An act to authorize the 
issuing of Treasury notes,” and in the subsequent 
acts in addition thereto, be, and the same are hereby, 
jenewed, and made in rull force, excepting the 
limitations concerning the times within which such 
notes may be issued, and restricting the amount 
-thereof as hereafter provided, 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That under the 
regulaticns and provi.ions contained in said act, 
Treasury notes may be issued in lieu of othe:s here- 
afier or heieto‘ore receemed, but not to exceed in 
the amount of notes outstanding at any one time, 
the aggregate of five millions of dollars, and to be 
redeemed socner than one year, if the means of the 
Treaswy will permit by giving notice sixty days, 
of those notes which: the Department is ready to 
redeem: no interest to be allowed thereon after the 
expiration of said sixty days. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shail continue in force one year, and no longer. 

The bill having been twice read, was, 

On motion of Mr. JONES, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the whole on the siate of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. J. W. JONES said he had been directed by 
the Commitiee cf Ways and Means to ask that the 
bill be made the special order of the day for tc- 
morrow week, and that it be proceeded with until dis- 
posedof. [Cries of “ No,” “No,” from severai.] 
Mr. J. said, after the communication from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, presented to the House 
on yesterday, it could not ke necessary for him to 


state any thing in reference to the impertance of | 


immediate action on that bill. The propriety of 
the motion he was about to submit would be appa- 
Tent to every one. 

Mr. R. GARLAND objected to the motion, and 
called Mr. J. to order. 

Mr. JONES then moved to suspend the rules, 
for the purpose of introducing his motion. 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend the rules; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. BIDDLE appealed to the candor of the gen- 
teman from Virg nia, wheiher tt would be fair in 
him to deprive him of the floor, by pressing the 
motion, after he had, through courtesy, yielded i'. 

Mr. JONES woald readily answer that he was 
certainly indebted to the courtesy of the gentleman 
for an opportunity to offer his resolution; and if he 
had supposed for a moment that he interfered, in 
the slightest degree, with the course the gentleman 
had marked out for hime'f, he would not press 
his motion. As it was, if the gentleman consi- 
dered the resolution in that light he would with- 
draw it. 

Mr. BIDDLE thought it would be an invasion 
cf his right to the floor. The gen‘leman conid 
have some other opportunity of subm.tting his mo- 
tion. 

Mr. JONES then wi:hdrew his motiga. 

The SPEAKER then ann unced het the busi- 
ily making appro- 
f the raft of the 
ses, on which was 
tileman: from Penn- 
efer the same to the 
eans, with instructions 
e House as fol'ows: 
the advAnce of money hy the Bank 

of Arkansas, iw hich A is one of the objects of this 
bill tu reimburse, #as not made with full know- 
ledge that the aggMt of the United States who ef- 
fecied the Icanfvas acting in defiance of positive 
instruct‘ons [98m his superiors, as well as in the 
face of a known refusal by Congress to appropriate 
money to the werk. 

2. Whether the estimate on which the bill is 
founded was not made by the said agent prior to 
the closing up ofthe raft in August last; and 
whether any satisfactory data exist for computing 
the probable cost of removing the present impedi- 
ments to nav'gation. 

3. Whether the sam appropriated by this bill is 
called for in the estimates accompanying the Pre 
sideat’s message. 

4. Whether the bill is not of such a character 
that it ought to have crg nated in this House. 

Mr. BIDDLE, who was entitled to the floor, 
commenced by sying that his honorable friend 
from Virginia [Mr. Jones} weu'd read ly under- 
stand why te was so reluctant to grant him the in- 
dulgence he asked. The gentleman was aware 
that h s (Mr. B’s) motion had arrested the biil that 
was now before the House, when it first came 
from the Sena‘e; that many gentlemen around him, 
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and particularly his fiiend from Louisiana (Mr. 
R. Gartanp] tok the ceepest interest in its pas- 
sage, and therefore it was somewhat incumbent in 
him to press its consideration at this time. When 
this bill was befere the House on a former occa- 
sion, he was one of those who protested against 
any action on it, or a reference of it to a commit- 
tee, who, it seemed, were expected to report on it 
withoutexanination or critisism. It did not then 
occur to him that this bill had a connection with à 
passage found in the documents accompanying the 
President’s message, which struck his attention at 
the tmehe read them. He should ask the atten- 
tion of the House to the bill in connection with 
those documents, and if any gentleman had that 
mass of documents before him, he would be grati- 
fied if he would turn to them, and accompany him 
by references to them in the course of his remarks 
he shouldnow make. Mr. B. then referred toa 
communication from the Superintendent to the 
War Department, dated at St. Louis, 12th Jane, 
1839, in which he stated the circumstances under 
which he had opened a communication with the 
planters on the Red river, which resulted in ob- 
taining a loan for carrying on the work. 

Mr. B. also referred to several other documents 
having a relation to the subject, and then proceeded 
to comment with much severity on the proceedings 
of the superin'endent, and the sanction which he 
alleged was given to them by the War Department. 
In making an estimate for an appropriation to 
cover the amount which the superintendent had 
expended in this way, Mr. B. contended that the 
Department held out a temptation to extravagance 
and abuse of trust on the part of its subordinates. 
This estimate, he said, was drawn up in compliance 
with the pledge made by the superintendent to the 
Bank of Arkansas. There was no other estimate. 
The bill adopted it, and took it up in presence of 
this pledge to that bank. Now the very first item 
in that estimate was for the reimbursement of the 
money which wasthus obtained and expended by 
the superintendent, with the fall knowledge that it 
was done in violation of his orders. Mr. B. then 
went on to contend that they had no information 
with regard to the present condition of the work, 
or what was necessary to be done on it, and tha 
the superintendent had not visited it at the time he 
wade his last communication to the Department. 

Mr. CROSS of Arkansas followed in reply to 
Mr. Bibote, and described the situation of the Red 
River, and the condition of the county, and how 
far it would destroy private interests there, as well 
as the interests of the Government, to discontinue 
the appropriations for removing the ob-tructions to 
this river. A large portion of the lands redeemed 
belong to the Government; and a great quantity 
had already been sold, and had brought into the 
public Treasury about one and a half millions of 
dollars. It would be mot unju:t to the purchasers 
to discontinue the improvements in that river,when 
the land was purchased under the impression that 
the Government would compl-te what it had al- 
ready bezun; in fact, it would result in a total loss 
to the most of them. Without reinoving the ob- 
structions, it would be impossible to protect the 
inhabitants of that county against the Indians, if 
they should undertake to wage war against them. 
It was alo most important for the prosecution of 
trade, to remove the obstructions. 

The raft itself was composed of accumulations 
of floating timber, choking up the channel of the 
river, and could not be passed nor repassed. This, 
at one pericd of time, extended up and down the 
river fora d s'ance of 150 miles; but the superin- 
tendeni, under whose charge the work has been 
carried on for several years past, had removed the 
whole of these obstraetions, though not effectually. 
The channel was yet too narrow, and, at the bends 
cf the r.ver, the floating timber comirg down had 
lodged, and thus commenced the forming of new 
rafts that formed last year, extending something 
like one m le; but, at the present tims, to about 
four or five miles. This was continually increas- 
ing, and anless the work was speedily commenced, 
would grow to such an extent as to make the cost 
of removal very considerable. If the Government 
designed to prosecute this work, and keep ha 
with the extensive settlements on the river above 


aiz 


the raft, the appropriation ought to be speedily 
made. If not, they had better abandon the work 
at once, and let those interested in it know what 
they had to expect. He was very sure that 
neither th: superintendent, nor the War Depari- 
ment, no: any one connected with it, were entitled 


i 


q 


i 


to the censures cast on them by the genileman from | 


Pennsylvania. The gentleman was mistaken in 
one point. The .Jvance was made by the plan- 
ters Interested in tne navigation of the river, and 
not by the Bank cf Arkansas; and the superinten- 
dent said expressly to them, that he was unwilling 
to incur any liability, and that he could not pledge 
them the faith of Congress for the redemption of 
this money; that if they advanced it, they must 
do so; they must look to Congress for reimburse- 
ment. The citizens of Arkansas, therefore, made 
tha advance on ther owa responsibility, and they 
did it upon a conviction that the Government 
woald not abandca a work of so much importance 
te them as well as to the United States. Mr. C. 
said that the superintendent having a p<rfect 
knowledge of the character of the work on wh’'ch 
he had been engaged for so many years, and hav- 
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the seat of Government, and that they had not 
time to make known the failure of the appropria- 
tion of last year, he thought the superintendent had 
acted very properly in continuing the work by the 
means he had resorted to. Considering the great 
importance of this improvement to the people of that 
seclion of country, and that by means of a forma- 
tion of the raft they would be cut off from market, 
they were justified in making this advance, with the 
hope that Congress would continue the appropria- 
Bat when they were informed that Congress 


‘ had failed to do so, the agent had overrun the 


amount in his hands, $4,000; and he informed the 
people distinctly that he would not pledge the faith 


of Congress, but if they thought prop rto make | 
advances, he wou'd ure his influence to prcewean | 
appropriaticn to indemnify them. There was no |: 


allegation that this money had been n.isplaced or 


. not used advantageously; on the ccntrary, it 


that the conduct of 
and praiseworthy. 


be admitted 
was judicious 


must 


agent It 


s-emed a curious way to punish one of the of- | 


the ` 


. ficers of the Government to put a stop toa werk | 


ing been there last year, it did not occur to him that © 


it was necessary for him to visit it at the time he 
made his last communication to the Department. 
This objection, therefore, of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, was satisfactorily, he hoped, 
answered. Mr. C. said he disc'aimed the 
idea of resting the success of this appropriation on 
Executive favor. 
of the work as well to the interests of the citizens of 
Arkansas as to those of the Government. Ifthe ap- 


He rested it on the importance | 


propriation was not justly due to the people of that | 


section of country—if Congress did not consult the 
interests of the Government in making it, let the 
work be abandoned. But he took the ground that 
the implied faith of the Government was pledged 
to those citizens, who had paid millions into the 
Treasury for the purchase of lands on that river, 
under an expectation that the work wou'd go on— 
and, farther, that the Government would derive 


more advantage from the appropriation than the — 


settlers themselves. In adJition to this, it must be 
remarked, that the free navigation of that river 
was essential to the defence of the people of Ar- 
kansas from the Indians, placed by the Govern- 
ment on their borders. 
there was no question of the power of the Senate to 
make this appropriation, as assumed by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania. It was nota new ap- 
propriation, but a continuation of a work that 
had been carried on for years; and though 
it was. conceded that the Senate had no 
right to originate appropriation bil's, yet he 
apprehended that that objection could not 
be made to their originating a bill to continue a 
work already commenced, and in progress. Mr. 
C. said he was not now inclined to enter into the 


merits of the bill; he would prefer doing so ; 


when it came up regularly before the House. He 


had shown in a desultory and unconnected manner | 
the evils that would ensue from putting a stoptothis | 


work; and he would further add, that the improve 

ments made in the river had not only increased the 
sales of the public lands in its vicinity to an un- 
exampled degree, but had saved the Government 


upwards of $40,000 in the transportation of its | 


stores and munitions of war to the forts in the In- 

dian country. 
Mr. R. GARLAND said he regretted that the 
honorable gentleman from’ Pennsylvania (Mr. 
Bippie} bad thought proper to make some of the 
remarks which he did, and he hoped that he 
would permit the reference to be made without the 
instructions. The information which he wished to 
elicit by them was to be found in the documents; 
and whatever of it that could not be found there 
would, he believed, be deemed not of much im- 
portance. Mr. G. then quoted the resolution of 
Mr. Bipprs, and went on to show that the agent 
himself had stated all the information on facts 
there required. Under the well-grounded im- 
pressions that the Department had the right to 
entertain the opinion that Congrezs would con- 
unue the appropriations for works on which it had 
already appropriated some hundred thousands of 
3 and’ considering the great distance from 


He should suppose that | 


which had been going on for years. 
better to reach that officer in some other way. 


When the gentleman looked further into this mat- ` 


ter, he would find that the superintendent had ad- 
hered to the strict letter of his instructions, and had 
done nothing censurable. All the information that 
the committee could possibly give the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania was already in the documents, 
and it was just as easy for him to read it there as 
when it was sent back from the committee. Mr. 
G. went on to show the advantages which the Go- 
vernment derived from this improvement. The 
money expended there had been returned fivefold 
from the sales of the Jands reclaimed. He also re- 
ferred to the immense saving to the Government in 
transportation of supplies to the forts above, which, 
as the documents would show, was upwards of 
$40,000. 

On motion of Mr. BEATTY, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, February 20, 1840. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of McDonough. county, Mlibois, 
praying the establishment of a mail route; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of a 
number of the citizens of the State of New York, 
praying the enactment of uniform Jaws on the sub- 
ject of bankruptcies; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WHITE presented a resolution passed by 
the Legislature of the S:ate of Indiana, inst: ucting 
their Senaiors and requesting their Representatives 
to use their exertions to procure the establishment 
of a mail reute; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented a resolution of the same 
body, instructing their Senators and requesting 
their Representatives to use their exertions to pro- 


i cure a grant of land for the construction and sup- 


port of an asylum for the educat on and support of 
the deaf, dumb, and blind; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of a 
number of officers of the line of the army, pray- 
ing for equalization of emolument with the staff; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr.. WALKER submitted certain documents in 
relation to the claim of Willis McDonald; which 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. . 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Enoch 
Evans, praying the conGrmation of his title to a 
tract of land; which was referied to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. PORTER presented the proceedings of a 
meeting heid at Pontiac, in the State of Michigan, 
praying for the abolition of slavery, &c. the motion 
to receive which was, ~ 

On motion of Mr. KING, laid upon the tab'e. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial ef the 
Farmers and Mechanics Bank of Michigan, pray- 


It would be ` 


ing an extension of time for the payment of a debt 
owing to the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT, irom the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the bill making ap- 
propriations for the payment of Revolutionary 
pensioners for the year 1840, reported the same 
with an amendment, which was considered and 
agreed to. 

The bill was then taken up by general consent, 
read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of James M. Morgan was 
taken up as in Committee of the Whole, considered, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. NORVELL said there was a bill on the ca- 


| lendar, of very great importance to the new States, 


which he would ask the unanimous consent of the 
Senate now to take up for the purpose of making 
it a special order. 

The Senate having unanimously concurred, the 
bill making grants of public lands to certain States, 
for purposes of internal improvement, was taken 
up, and made the special order of the day for 
Thursday, the 5th March. 

Mr. NICHOLAS asked the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to take up the bill to revive the act 
entitled “An act to enable claimants to lands with- 
in the limits of Missouri and the Territory of Ar- 
kansas, to institute proceedings to try the validity 
of their claims,” approved the 26th of May, 1824, 
and an act amending the same, and extending the 
provisions of said acts to claimants to lands within 
the States of Louisiana ani Mississippi; which was 
agreed to. 

The bill was then taken up, and made the order 
of the day for Monday, the 9th of March. 

Mr. YOUNG, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked "and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the 
establishment of an additional pension agency at 
Springfield, Illinois, which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. . 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the message of the President 
on the subject, reported a bill fur regulating com- 
mercial intercourse with the colony of Cayenne, in 
French Guiana, and to remit certain duties; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BETTS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Lucy Eaton 
and the petition cf Aaron Payne, made unfavorable 
reports thereon, and asked to be discharged from 
their consideration; which was agreed to, 

Mr. PIERCE submitted the following resolution, 
which, by unanimous consent, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of af- 
fording Samuel Colt such aid as may enable him 
to make farther exper.ments in his late discoveries 
and improvements in munitions of war. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following engrossed bills, viz: 

The bill for the relief of Char:es Morgan of Lou- 
siana; 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Cochran; 

The bill for the relief of Alvarez Fisk and the 
legal representatives of Thomas P. Eskridge; 

The bill for the ielief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of William Conway; 

The bill for the relief of Pierre Babin; 

Tne bill for the relief of Joseph Campan; 

The bill 10 confirm certain land claims in the 
Greensburg land district, State of Louisiana; 

The bill for the relief of James M. Morgan; 
were taken up on their third reading, read a third 
time, and pas.ed. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The report of the Select Committee on the as- 
assumption of State debts by the General Govern- 
ment was taken up, and Mr. SEVIER addressed 
the Senate at length on the subject. : 

The question was then taker on the motion of 
Mr. Cray of Kentacky to postpone the whole sub- 
ject iadefinitely, and was decided in the negative— 
ayes 15, noes 27, as follows: 

AY£S—Mes:ts. Betts, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Mer- 
rick, Porter, Prentiss, Rugeles, Smith of Indiana, 
Spence, Tallmadge, and White—15. 
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NOES—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fal- 
ton, Grondy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—27. 

Mr. GRUNDY said that though he was very 
anxious to have the question taken on the report 


of the commitlee, he was not disposed to press the . 


consideration of it more hastily than would com- 
port with the conveniexce of the Senate. If, 
therefore, any Senator was desirous of addressing 
the Senate on the subject, he was willing that it 
should now be informally passed over. 

Oa metion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the qacs- 
tion was postponed until Monday next, with the un- 
derstanding that it would be then taken up, and 
discussed until disposed of. ; 

A messag? was received from the House, stating 
that the amendment of the Senate to the pension 
bill had been concurred in. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

The report of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
unfavorable to the claim of Jubal B. Hancock, 
was then taken up, and after being discussed by 
Messrs. KING, SEVIER, LUMPKIN, CLAY of 
Alabama, WHITE, and HUBBARD, 

Mr. KING moved that the report be referred 
back to the Committee, with instructions to bring 
in a bill for his relief. . 

The qustion was taken on this motion, and de- 
cided in the negative—ayes 9, noes 18. 

The Senate then adjourned. _ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, February 20, 1840. 
After the reading of the journal, 


Mr. FILLMORE raised a question as to the cor- ` 
reciness of the journal, in that part which related to ' 


the cause for which he was arrested in his remarks 


on yesterday; and 
After a few remarks from Me‘srs. PETRIKIN, 


FILLMORE, and HOLLEMAN, as te the matter 


of fact at issue, 


Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend the journal | 


by substituting for the record, as a reason why he 


was called to order, in substance, the following: | 


“That while he was reading a resolution adopted 
by the Committee of Elections, in relation to the 


New Jersey contest, the reading was objected to, 


and he was called to order;”’ and 


After some farther discus:ion between Messrs. , 


PETRIKIN, HAND, FILLMORE, and ADAMS, 
the amendment was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 


ness in order was the resolution reported from the 


Committee of Elections by Mr. Campsett, chair- | 


man, asking the House to grant that committee the 


privilege to have all printing done which is deemed | 


necessary to facilitate the investigation of the New | 


Jersey disputed election. 

The question pending when the resolation was 
last under consideration, was the motion of Mr. 
Cave Jounson to amend the proposition with the 
following, as a substitute: 


Hesolved, Thatall the proceedings and papers before the : 
Committee of Elections, in relation to the New Jersey election, : 


be reported to the House by the committee, with a statement 


of the names of the individuals who received a majority of all 
the votes given at the el ction for members of the Twenty-sixth : 


Congress in that State, and that the same be printed for the use 
of the House, and the committee have leave to have such other 
papers and documents in relation to other contested elections, 
pending before them, printed by the public Printer of Congrese. 

- The question immediately before the House was 
the appeal of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Apams,] from the decision of the SPEAKER, 
that it was not in order for the gentleman from 


New York [Mr. Fittmore] to read to the House | 


the resolution or proceedings of the Committee of 
E-eetions, not then in possession of the House, and 
which it was proposed to print. 

Mr. RUSSELL here rose and said it was known 
that the committees had not been afforded an oppor- 
tunity to report this session; and asked the general 


consent of the House to move the following resolu- | 


tion : 

Resolved, That the several committees of the House which 
have not been regularly called for reports of the present session 
of Congress, be called to-morrow, immediately after the reading 
ofthe journal, which shall have pieference to all other business 
until the respective committees shall have been called. 


Mr. PROFFIT objected. 

Mr. RUSSELL moved to suspend the rules to 
enable him te offer.the resolution. 

The SPEAKER said the motion could not be 
admitted except by general consent, the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Fitumore] being entitled to 
the floor on another subject. 

The appeal was debated at great length by 

Mr. ADAMS, who had taken the appeal, he 
said, from absointe necessity, and contended that 
the gentleman from New York had the right to 
read the papers; and, furthermore, any member of 
the House had the right to call for the reading of 
all the papers which it was proposed to print; and 
read the rule in support of this position. He said 


| if the decision of the Cnarr should be sustained, | 
| the freedom of specch would be denied that gentle- 
; man, and it would be difficult for him to assign a 


reason why it wou'd be impossible for that com- 
mittee to report. He thought be was entitled to 


the right to read; and was opposed to vote to give | 


him permission to do that which he was entitled to 
dounder the rule. Mr. A. believed, if the princi- 


ples involved in the decision should obtain, the : 


rights of a member, in this particular, would en- 


tirely depend hereafter upon the will of a majo- ` 
rity. His experience on that floor taught him that . 


privileges would be granted to a member with re- 


regard to whether he belonged to a majority or a’ 


minority party. The rules were a most detestable 
means in the hands of a majority. 
was, and could be, made the instrument in the 
hands of an arbitrary majority to restrict the rights 
of members, and he hoped ‘there would be such a 
revolution, in this respect, as would restore the 
roles to their legitimate purposes. It was for the 
reason above that he wished to settle the prn- 
ciple that any member had the right to read, in 
iNastraticn ef, or to enforce his argument, any mat- 
ter which he thought pertinent, and not leave it 
subject to the arbitrary will of a majority to say 
what his rights were. He maintained that the let- 
ter of the rules gives the right to call for the read- 
ing of any paper to elucidate an argument. The 
rights of members were already sufficiently pinched 
by means of the previous question, motions to lay on 
the table, and punctilious and captious question: 
of order. ` 
Mr. PETRIKIN maintained that a committee 


was a distinct body of Individuals, and that it was | 


Every rule ' 


entirely out of order to read papers, and to arraign | 


its proceedings, before the House, whilst they were 
exclusively uader the control of the committee. The 
privileges of the committee could not be violated 
by a single member of it making use of matter 
which was alone under its control. He contended 
the latter clause of the original proposition to print 
was itself out of order, and the proposition to read 
was doubly so. 

Mr. POPE agreed with the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Prreixin,) that they could 
not discuss any papers and proceedings of a com- 
mittee until they were reported to the House, or 


the committee was discharged. The proposition | 


was what he considered an indirect way to dis- 
charge it; and he thought it would be more manly 
to move a formal order for a discharge. It was 
an attempt to decide the New Jersey contest with- 
out that thorough investigation which was contem- 
plated when the matter was referred to the com- 
mittee. The committee have sent for persons and 
papers to carry out the views of the House; and it 
would be improper to arrest the eommittee in the 
execution of its order. For one, he was not wil- 
ling to vote b'indfolded. If the question to report 
and to print could be entertained, the members 
should have the privilege of knowing what it was 
that was proposed to be printed. He suggested to 
the gentleman from Tennesses, (Mr. Jounson,] that 
it would be better to discharge the committee than 
to press the question in its present form.. If the 
appeal was withdrawn, he would raise the ques- 
tion whether it was competent to entertain the 
proposition to print. 

Mr. BANKS rose to inquire of the Caain what 
was the actual question before the House. Was 
it whether the gentleman from New York should 
be permitted to proceed with his remarks, or to 
read the papers which had been acted on by the 


committee of which he was a member? 

The CLerg, by direction of the Sprawen, read 
from the journal the point of order in which Mr. 
Apams to: k an appeal. 7 

Mr. BANKS would take the occasion to say 
that it was highly important, in settling precedents 
ia reference to the proceed ngs of this House, that 
| they should be uniform; that they should apply in 
all times to come to similar cases; and that they 
should not be adverse to the decisions of this House 
and allother legislative bodies. Now, he was per- 
fecily willing that the gentleman from New York 
should read any papers that were applicable to the 
paticular question before the Hou:e; and he con- 
curred heartily withthe gentleman from Mas- 
sachuset's in the sentiment that the rights 


of the minority should be preserved; but in 


i sustaining the decision of the Cmar in: this 


i instance, he did not infringe the rights of the mino- 


' rity, nor stand in opposition to the well established 


| of the Committee of Elections. 


principles of parliamentary law. Let him ask the 
gentleman from Massachusetts if it was in order to 
allude in debate to the votes taken in a committee 
room; to the particular proceedings adopted there; 
or, in short, to make any other than general allusions? 
How are you to know any thing of the proceed- 
ings of a committee without a report frora it; and 
would it not be impolitic and unjust, as well as 
destructive of the very objects for which commit- 
tees are constituted, to bring up and diseuss de- 
tached parts of their proceedings before they had 
agreed on a repor? Was it not known to the gen- 
tleman that to go into a discussion of what was 
done in a committee room, was always out of order? 
I know, said Mr. B. that we can allade to it in 
general terms, but it must be obvious to every one 
that we cannot go further than this without daing | 
injustice. But the gentleman said you cannot re- 


‘| quire a member to vote on a question till it is read 
i: to him. 


In that assumption he agreed with him 
entirely. But what were they required to vote on. 
Was the parer the gentleman wished to read, the 
question before the House? Certainly not. 

What, then, was the question? It was the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to the resolution submitted by the chairman 
That was. the 
question on which the gentleman was called upon 

o vote, and it had been read to the House again 
and again. He was willing, Mr. B. said, for the 
gentleman to read any papers having a bearing on 
the question before the House, and he should not 
himself have objected to the reading of this particu- 
lar paper, had no other objection been made. But 
objection having been made, and the question "hav- 
ing been brought directly before the House, in the 
shape of an appeal, he felt himself bound to sns- 
tain the decision of the Crarr, and, in doing so, to 
conform to those established principles so essential 
to the regularity and order of parliamentary pro- 
ceedings. But the gentleman from Massachusetts 
said yesterday, that the chairman of the committee 
had been allowed to detail at large, not only the 
proceedings of the committee, but to. give the par- 
ticular votes of the members; that is, stating that 
there were so many for and so many against par- 
ticular motions. Very true, he listened to the gen- 
tleman witb pleasure, and was also willing to lis- 
ten to the gentleman from New York, though ‘ex- 
ceeding, in his opinion, the bounds of order. But 
what was he now called on to do? It was.to set a 
precedent that would lead to the most mischievous 
results. If you can go into committees and drag 
forth their records to be commented on ia this 
House; if you can say who voted for or against the 
particular propositions before them; or if you can 
read and discuss any special resolves they may 
have passed, you will embarrass their proceedings, 
destroy their usefulness, and engender jealousies 
and bea:t burnings in place of the harmony and 
good feeling that ought to prevail in them. If he 
had any influence with the gentleman from Mas- - 
sachusetts, he would ask him to withdraw his ap- 
peal; but, if the gentleman would not do so, he 
hoped the decision of the Cmairn would be sus- 
tained by the House. Mr. B. said he looked to the 
consequences that would result from reversing the 
settled. practice of the House, rather than to the 


—— 


|| particular case before them; and for the purpose of 
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progressing with the business of the day, if the gen- 
leman would not consent to withdraw the appeal, 
he would move to lay it on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS declined withdrawing the appeal. 

Mr. GRANGER rose to make an inquiry of the 
Cur. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Banxs] had made a motion, as Mr. G. understood, 
to lay the appeal on the table. If that motion pre- 
vailed, would it not carry the resolution with it? 

{Cries of “Certainly, certaialy.”) 

The SPEAKER had not responded to this in- 
quiry, when 
Mr. BANKS withdrew the motion. 

And the question recurring on the appeal, 
` Mr. BRIGGS addressed the House at some length 
in opposition to the decision of the Cain, urging 
that, in order to know whether a paper should be 
printed or not, a member was entitled first to know 
its contents, or that he must otherwise vote in the 
dark. Not only had the House the right to discuss 
1D general terms the proceedings of a committee on 
the motion to print, but every member had the 
right to be present, and witness the proceedings of 
the committee, He agreed with Mr. Banks that 
they could not discuss the propriety of individual 
votes of ihe members of the eommittee. 

Mr. B. had not concluded when, the morning 
hour having elapsed, the House, on motion of 
Mr. JONES of Virginia, called for the orders of 
the day. 

Mr., GRAVES asked leave at this time to have 
referred certain documents, which were read for 


information, and which are as fullows: 

‘Whereas on the 20th of last month a m2mber of this House 

addressed to the Postmaster General the following letter: 
Wasuineron Crry, Jan. 30, 1840. 

8m: In the course of some remarks I made inthe House of 
Representatives on yesterday, I stated that I had been informed 
by a higtily respectable gentleman of this city that he had 

rned from a source in which ke placed the most implicit con- 
fidence, thay a clerk in the General Post Office, at an annual 
ralary of from twelve to fifteen hundred dollars, had gone to 
Kentucky with a view of establishing an Administration news- 
paper at the seat of Government in that State, and that he had 
not resigned his situation, but had hired a eubsitute at $40 per 
month to perform his duties, whilst he is drawing his salary of 
from one hundred to one hundred and twenty-five dollors per 
month from the Government. 

1 propose to writeout and publish my remarks; but before I 
do ao, I have thought it but just to you to afford you ao oppor- 
tunity to answer whether all or any portion of my information 
be correct,.so that, if injustice has been done you, I may set the 
matter rig in my writen remarks. 

The individual to whom I had reference as having gone to 
Kentucky to establish a paper is E. W. Robinson, formerly 
postmaster at Winchester, Virginia, and the name of the sub- 
situte he has hired is Hollis. 

If my information be correct, it is proper the public should 
be informed of it through the more authentic source; if incor- 
rect, itis due to you than an early opportunity be affurded you 
10 contradict it. Therefore 1 submit to your consideration, 
and respectfully ask you to respond, with as litle delay as 
your engagements will allow, to the following interrogato- 
ries: 

1. Was E. B. Robinson recently a clerk in the General Post 
Office? and if so, at what salary? 

_2. Does he still hold the same clerkship? and if not, when 
did he resignit, and when did his pay cease? And if it has 
ceased, have you officially informed him of it? And if so, was 
it done in writing, or verbally? And whether before or after 
he left this city for Kentucky? 

3. Ifhe still hold the clerkship, who is, and hag been, dis- 
charging his duties since he left this city? and what compensa- 
tion does his substitute receive? 

Respectfully, W. J. GRAVES. 
Hon. Amos KENDALL, Postmaster General. 

To this letter the Postmaster General, on the following day, 
rasponded as follows: 

Wasuincron, January 31, 1840. 
Hon. W. J. Graves, H. R. Present: 

Sı: T received this mering your letter of yesterday, alluding 
yo certain remarks affecting my official conduct, made by you 
in the House on the preceding day. 

In that letter you say: “I propose to write out and publish my 
remarks; but, before I do so, I have thought it but just to .you 
toafford you an opportunity to answer whether all or any por- 
tion of:my information be correct, so that if injustice has 
been tne you, I may set the matter rightin my written re- 
marks,’ 

You then inform me that you had reference to the case of E. 
W. Robinson, esq. supposed to be a clerk in the Post Office De- 
partment, who, it is said, is about to commence the publication 
ofa newspaper at Frankfort, Kentucky, and you put to me se- 
veral specific interrogatories touching thuse matters, to which 
you request my rep'y with as little delay as my engagements 
will allow. 

Now, sir, although I do not question the right of a member of 
Congress to become the retailer, on the floor of the House, of the 
false and malignant gossip. which taints the atmosphere of this 
city, Ido deny his right to call on the party so @landered to aid 
him in escaping the responsibility of reducing such slanders to 

libels in a written speech. I very much regret that this idea of 
duing justice to me did not occur to you before you made your 
attack in the House. You admit it to be “just” that I shall have 
an opporyunity to make the truth known before your speech be 
written. Wasit lees “just” that such an opportunity should be 
afforded me before it was spoken? If, before holding me up as 
a delinquent in duty hy remarke publicly uttered, to be noted by 


Pepartere, and ecatiered by letter writersover the whole Union, 


on no better authority than the second hand “information of a 
very respectable gentileman,”’ you had done me the justice to in- 
quire into their truth, I could have had no objection to putting 
you in possession of all the facts of the case within my know- 
ledge. Asit is, I deem that justice to myself will be best pro- 
moted by declining to aid you in making up for the public a 
speech different from that you uttered on the floor of the Mouse. 
Respectfully, AMOS KENDALL. 

And whereas, on the 28th of last December, said Robinson 
did, by letter, published in the Globe, resign the offic» of Presi- 
dent of “The Democratic Association of the District of 
Columbia,” which letter of resignation and the reply thereto 
are as follows: 


“At a meetirg of the Democratic Association of the District | 


of Columbia, held on the 30th of December, 1839, the following 


resignation was received: 
WASHINGTON, Dec. 23, 1839. 
To the members of the Democratic Association of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

GENTLEMEN: Being about to take up my abode ina distant 
quarter of our country, the necessity devolves upon me of re- 
signing the situation of President of your Association—a situa- 
tion conferred upon me more through kindness than from any 
merit of my own. I cannot make this communication, and 
perform this act, gentlemen, without availing myself of the 
privilege which it affords me of expressing to you the grateful 
character of the feelings which your confidence in me has in- 
spired—feelings of gratitude which will induce me to remem- 
ber the members of this Association, collectively and indivi- 
dually, so long as I shall know how to appreciate the cheering 
liberality of friends, or retain the remembrance of any kindly 
act. 

But, gentlemen, although about to separate myself from you, 
I beg you to be assured that I shall still number myself as a 


| soldier in the same good causein which you are engaged; that I 


shall still be fonnd doing battle in defence of our common prin- 
ciples—in defence of those principles upon which we feel de- 


; pend our country’s glory and the preservation of the liberty ef i 


the people of this ¢m:at nation. 

èsThe nature of the service, gentlemen, will not be changed by 
my removal; the field only in which it is to be performed will. 
Of one thing I beg you to be assured, and it is, that, wherever I 
go, I shall not cease to use my utmost exertions ta advance the 
principles of Democracy—the principles which you and I have 
been taught to believe are identified with all that is desirable in 
our happy form of government. 

For the success of our Association, (for so I have the right to 
call it until this letter is read,) I have felt, and shal! continue to 
feel, the most lively interest; and for the welfare and happiness 
of its members, one and all, no one can entertain a greater anxie- 
ty than he who now addresses you. 

ln giving you the parting hand, gentlemen, allow me to assure 
you that 1 am, sincerely, your friend and servant, 

E. W. ROBINSON. 


After a letter was read, a committee of three was appointed 
to prepare a response, which was composed of James H. 
Smoot, Colonel Richard Coxe, and Benjamin Evans, who sub- 
mitted the following, which was unanimously adopted, and 
ordered to be signed by the officers of the Association and 


transmitted: 
Wasuineron, Dec. 30, 1830. 
Sır: In retiring from the Presidency of the Democratic As- 
sociation of the District of Columbia, you bear with you the 
best wishes of its members for your health, and happiness, and 
usefulness. 
Although they regret your absence from the Chair, in which 
ou have manifested so much suavity of manners, accompanied 
by all the intelligence desirable in fulfilling its duties—duties 
especially onerous, from the fact that the Association, being in 
its infancy, required a presiding officer acquainted with parlia- 
liamentary usage, and in which you have been peculiarly hap- 
py; yet the circumstances attending your departure are of a 
character which forbid, on the part of the Association, any sel- 
fish repinings; aware that in the more extended domain of use- 
fulness laid open to your exertion, you will find a more abun- 
dant demand for your energy, and a wider field for the exten- 
sion of Democratic principles. s 
We take pleasure in recognising in you, sir,a constant and 
unwavering friend of the Republican cause. The polls, the 
press, the legislative councils, endorse your orthodoxy; and we 
speed your onward march of usefulnessin a-field where the 
vantage ground is now the enemy’s, satisfied that no Democrat 
could take the command of the Kentucky Argus, since a Ken- 
dall directed its course, with a prospect of a mere sanguinary 
battle, in which the skill of a veteran will he required; and that 
veteran we speed onward, in the name of our hallowed princi. 
ples, even in you, sir, the first president of our infant Associa- 
tian, to his duty—a sacred duty—which we cherish an abiding 
faith will be fulfilled. 
LUND WASHINGTON, Jr. First V. President. 
THOMAS SPILLMAN, Second Vice President. 
, WILLIAM H. DIETZ, Secretary. ; 
JOSEPH M. MUNDING, Treasurer. 
JESSE E. DOW, Corresponding Secretary. 
To E. W. RoBINsoN, Eeq. 


And whereas the said E. W. Robinson, on the said 28th of 
last December, but one or two days before his departure from 
this city to enter upon the duties of editor of his newly esta- 
blished paper called “The Kentucky Yeoman,” at Frankfort, 
(Ky.) in erder to anticipate and realize the money before he lett 
for a portion of hissalary as clerk in the General Post Office 
Department for the year 1840, did draw, in favor of Charles 
J. Nourse, of this city, an order, of which the following is a 


copy: 
UThe agent for paying salaries in the Post Office Department, 


will please pay to Charles J. Nourse one hundred dollars on the 
first day of February, 1839, in full of my salary forthe month of 
January, and this shall be his receipt in full for the same. 

December 28, 1839. E. W. ROBINSON.” 

And as it appears from the foregoing facts that there is good 
reason to believe that, previously to the departure of auid Ro- 
binson from thia city, the Postmaster General agreed with him 
that he (Robinson) should be continued as a clerk in his (the 
Postmaster General’s) office in this city, at a salary of $1,200 
per year, whilst he was to be permitted to reside and edit a party 
paper at the seat of Government of the State of Kentucky, and 
to employ a substitute, at about a third of his salary, to perform 
his duties here: . 

And whereas, ifthe Postmaster General is in the corrupt 
practice of paying out of the public money two or three times 


Fo 


as much for the clerical duties performed in his office as the 
persons performing them actually receive; whether the over- 
plus be all paid to the Postmaster General himself, or be equally 
divided between him and his nominal clerk, or be all paid 
over to a political friend and nominal clerk editing a paper in 
a distant State; it is expedient that the subject should be ex- 
amined: mto, and reported on to this House, in order that the 
compensation paid to clerks in the Post Office Department may 
be reduced to 2 proper amount, and in order that the Pestmas- 
ter General may be arraigned for malfeasance in office: there- 


Resolved, That this whole subject be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Expenditures in the Post Office Department, 
with instructions to examine into and Teport upon it to this 
House, and that they have power to send for persons and pa- 
pers. 

The SPEAKER said the motion could only be 
entertained by unanimous consent. 

Mr. LEADBETTER wished to know if these 
resolutions would be open to amendment. If so, 
he wished them to lie over. 

Mr. ALBERT SMITH rising and objecting, 

Mr. GRAVES moved a suspension of the rules, 
and asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 
and, being taken, were—Yeas 118, nays 82. 

So the ru'e was not suspended, (two-thirds not 


| voting therefor.) 


The House then took up the bill making appro- 
priations for the payment of the Revolutionary and 
oiher p: nsioners- of the United States for the year 
1840, which had been returned from the Senate 
with an amendment authorizing the several pen- 


; sion agents to administer the oaths required to be 


taken, and to charge the same fee as is allowed to 
State officers for administer ng similar oaths. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 
amendment was concurred in. 

The business next in order was the bill on the 
Speaker's table making appropriations for the re- 
moval of the Red river raft. 

Mr. BEATTY, of Pennsylvania, was entitled 
to the floor; but, on the understanding that his ti- 
tle thereto would not be affected if the subject was 
laid over, he yielded to 

Mr. SERGEANT, who moved that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, for the purpose of taking 
up the e 

CENSUS BILE. 

Mr. SERGEANT moved,that the House re- 
solve itself into a Commit'gé of the Whole on the 
‘state of tHe Union, for thg” purpose of considering 
the b:ll frqgm the Senate to amend the act of the 
last session for taking the sixth census.. 

Mr. JONES ef Virginia observed, that it had 
been hisj intentiop’ to ask the House to go into 
Committee of the/ Whole, for the purpose of con- 
sidering the bilio continue the office of Comm’s- 
sioner of Pensjns. 

Mr. SERGEANT observed that there would be 
ample time” to consider both bills. The census 
bill he did not suppose would occupy much time, 
and the other bill could be considered immediately 
-after it, before the committee rose. 

The SPEAKER having put the question ou Mr. 
SERGEANT’s motion, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he begged leave to 
mention, before the question was taken, that there 
was a bill from the Senate lying on the SPEAKER'S 
table, to continue the office of Commissioner of 
Pensions, and that the Jaw by which this cffice was 
created, expires on the first of March next. He 
hoped, therefore, that this bill would be the firat 
taken up. 

The SPEAKER having stated that the motion 
of the gentlemen from Pennsyivania had prece- 
‘dence, the question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative, and the House accordingly resolved 
ite f into a Committee of the Who'e, Mr. Banks 
in the Chair, and took up the bill from the Senate 
to amend the act to provide for taking the sixth 
census, &c. 


Mr. CUSHING observed that it was his inten- 
tion, the o'her day, when the gentleman from 
Pennsyivania [Mr. Sercean}] moved to go into 
Committee of the Whole, for the purpose of con- 
sidering this bill, to submit an amendment, intro- 
ducing certain additivnal items of statistical infor- 
mation to be obtained by it. He had ascertained, 
however, on inquiry at the State Department, that 
mosi of the blanks had been printed and circu- 
lated, and that great pract‘cal inconvenience would 
result from introducing the additional items that he 
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co'league did not correct him, he would take it 
for granted that he had quoted the substance of his 
remarks correctly. Now, he asked of his colleague 
upon what authority he made this statement. Mr. 
W. said he knew the character of the marshal, and 


that be was a hizhly honorale man—respecied in | 
the community in which he lived, and enjoyed | 
their confidence and esteem in the highest degree, ` 


as was evidenced by their electing him to the high 
and responsible office of sheriff for ten or fif- 
teen snecessive years. There was not a man 
ia East Tennessee who enjoyed a higher 
character. Upon what grounds did his col- 
league, then, speak as he did of such a 
man? Upon mere rumor? 
gentleman would not make such charges 
against a citizen of his own State, upon no other 
foundation than rumor. Men's characters were 
too sacred to be sported with, without some better 
authority than his colleague had given. When I 
speak of a man’s character, said Mr. W. I shall 
speak only of my own knowledge, or upon good 
responsible testimony. But it seemed that the mar- 
shal of East Tennessee was denounced by his col- 
league for making inquiries as to the politics of 
those who applied to him for employment. Now 
he did not know if this was so very criminal, or 
werhy of being made the foundation of so grave a 


charge against the marshal; but his colleague, who | 


censured him so much for making those inquiries, 
knew, or at least ought to know, that one-half, if 
not more, of the office holders in East Tennessee, 
and he might add throught the State, belonzed to the 
Whig party. For his part, were he in the mar- 


shal’s place, he would not hesitate to make these | 
tmquiries; and if he found a pehtical friend who | 


was as well qualified, he would bestow on him 
the appointment, in preference to giving it 
to a political opponent. 
one Whig was promised an appoin'ment if he 
would tarn Democrat; ard, for the trifling salary 


allowed an assistant marshal, he had charged his | 
polities. Now if this were so, the Whig waseasily ` 


bought up, and, in his opinion, the marshal made 
a bad bargain of it; for be wanted no man in the 
Demecratic ranks who would change his politi- 
cal creed for so pitiful a consideration. We want 
no offices, nor the salaries attached to them, (said 


Mr W.) to carry our elections in Tennessee next | 
fall. We want nothing more than the principles | 


of our party and the confidence of the people in 
the President that he will carry them out, to ensure 
us success. 

Mr. JAMESON said he held in his hand a letter 


from the marshal of Missouri, stating that he | 


could not get competent assistants in the several 


counties of the State to perform the duties required || 
by the act of last session, for the compensation al- ` | 


lowed; and that the census could not be taken in 


several of the counties, unless a higher com- j; 


pensation was given. If the calculation given 
to the House by the gentleman from Ver- 
mont was correct, as he had no doubt bat 
1t was, many of the assistants, so far from getting 
enough to defray their expenses, would be losers 
by the employment. The marshal of his State in- 
formed him that, in some of bis counties, there 


would be no difficulty in getting assistants; but that | 
in others it would be impossible to take the census | 


at all without giving a higher compensation, and 
that he had been obliged to give assurances to 
several that he engaged, that endeavors would be 
made to obtain from Congress a more equitable re- 
muneration for their labor, in order to induce them 
to accept the employment. He did not know of 
any question that could come up before that House 
without hearing the cry raised about Executive 
patronage and the interference of office holders 
with the elections. Now, he would say to the gen- 
tileman from Tennessee [Mr. Carrer] that, in the 
State of Missouri, he had never heard of the 
question being asked of an applicant for employ- 
ment, whether he was a Whig or a Democrat, 
though he well knew that a great many of the as- 
sistants there were Whigs. He heard, for the first 
time, too, that the ass’stant marshals were in the 
babit of going among the people to electioneer in 
favor of the Administration party. Now he did 
not believe that a few dollars more or lees would 


: trifling compensation al’owed. 
p you can pay every officer of this Government libe- 
, ral wages bnt those who perform the most labo- 


But it seemed that | 
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induce a man to take an active part in political 
contests, unless his turn of mind influenced 
him toit. The gentleman said that the marshal 
of East Tennessee put questions to the applicants 
to him for employment, to ascertain whether 
they were Whigs or Democrats. He should 
like to know if the gentleman was by the side 
the marshal when he put these questions, and if 
not, how he got his information with regard to the 


| facts he stated. 


Mr. CARTER did not wish the gentleman to 
misrepresent what he said. He did not speak of 


` facts within his own knowledge, but spoke of what 
; Was an established and well grounded report, com- . 
He hoped the ` 
` persons in the State. 


ing from the information of the most respectable 


Mr. JAMESON. Then it is report only from 


which the gentleman speaks, and that report is to | 


be reverberated from this hall, and echoed in all 
the Whig presses of the country. Were the cha- 
racters of men to be held up to public odium upon 
mere idle ramors, without one solitary fact that 


` could be proved against them? With regard to the 
amendment before the House, he was surprised | 


that there should be any objection to it. The in- 
formation to be obtained by these assistant mar- 


shals was acknowledged by all to be highly impor- | 


tant and usefal, ard it had been conclusively 
shown that competent persons would not perform 
the duties, in many paris of the country, for the 
Sir, said Mr. J. 


rious duties. | There were many counties in Mis- 
souri of from 50 to 100 miles square, with a spaise 
population; and in making up the statistical tables 
for Missouri, which was a fine field for obtaining 
such information, he did not believe that the ar- 
sistants could make one ceat. They would have 
to go round to every farmer’s house and set down 
how many barrels of corn and how many bushels 
of wheat he made, how many childrea he sent to 


school, and, in short, to write down every thing | 


pertaining to his business or his family. I do 
hope, said Mr. J. that while you are paying your- 


| Selves liberally, and every officer of the House li- 


berally, that you will pay something like a fair 
compensation to those who perform these arduous 
duties. 

Mr. CARTER of Tennessee said he was very 


| much surprised at the attack made on him by his 
; Colleague, in defence of the marshal of East Ten- 
|| nessee; for it must be supposed that he had a better 
| knowledge of the charaeter and conduct of that ; 
| individual, from living in his immediate neighbor- 
‘| hood, than his colleague could have, who lived in | 


another and distant part of the State. His col- 
league said that this marshal was a man of cha- 
racter and standing in society. Now he should 
like his colleague to tell this House by what stan- 
dard he estimated character and conduct. If his 
colleague h:d an intimate acquaintance with ihis 
individual, as he would infer from his remarks, 
and knew his character well, and esteemed and 
Tepated him to bea gentleman, he was only as- 
tonished that he occupied a seat on this floor, In- 
deed it was conclusive to him that either his col- 
league must be totally ignorant of the conduct and 
character of this person, or that his constituents 
did not know him. Now if his colleague wanted to 
know any thing of this marshal of East Tennessee, 
let him go to the other end of the Capito}, and in- 
quire of the Senator from his State, what were the 
charges brought against him, previous to his ap- 
pointment by the President, and his confirmation 
by the Senate. 


The CHAIR here interrupted Mr. C. and told | 


him tbat his remarks were not in order. 

Mr. WATTERSON moved that his colleague 
be permitted to speak in his own way; and the 
question being put to the House, it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. CARTER continued. With regard to this 
marshal of East Tennessee, he would observe that 
if any gentleman wanted to be informed as to his 
character, he might be so by going to the enly 
Senator from Tennessee, in the other end of the 
Capitol. As far as his information extended, that 
individual did not sustain a character for strict in- 


A 


tegrity, before his appointment to ihe office he 
holds. There were very serious charges made 
against him, and that, too, by the most respectable 
men in Tennessee. He did not stand here as the 
accuser of that individual; but when he conceived 
it necessary for the public mterests, he was at all 
times ready to speak ont. But the attacks made 
on him by his colleague, reminded him of a story 
he had heard relating to a horse race, got up be- 
tween a white man and an Indian. When the 
horses were on the ground, and about starting, the 
Indian, after examining his antagonist’s horse, pro- 
posed mounting behind its rider, and then, said he, 
we can whip him on two sides at the same time. 


| This was the case with the gentleman from Missouri 
: and his colleague; they both wanted to mount him at 
i the same time. To return to the subject of this 


marshal; Mr. C. said it was well known in his sec- 
tion of the country that there was not a single ap- 
pointment conferred upon ary individual who was 
not a member of the Admistration party, except 
one, and that one was a Whig who agreed to change 
his politics, and go over to the support of the patty 
in power. This fact, he thought, ought to be suffi- 
cient evidence to the gentleman from Missouri that 
the pay of these deputy marshals was too high. 
One other fact he would mention. One marshal in 
a German settlement, after enlogizing the head 
of the Administration, did come out and 
say to one of the farmers, that if he 
would agree to support that Administration, he 
would be compensated. The German indignantly 
rejected the proposal, and said that he never was 
so insulted before in his lite. Now, sir, said Mr. 
C. as to this marshal of East Tennessee, I have no 
confidence in him; and he so expressed him- 
self to the Senator from his State when he 
applied to him for information concerning him; 
and he expressed himself in this way be- 
fore his appoinment was confirmed by the 
Senate. He had, on that occasion, informed the 
Senator that the man did not sustain a fair charac- 
ter; and he was then asked in what particular, and 
how he obtained his information. He had satisfied 
the Senator on the first point; and further tuld him 
that he got his information {rom general rumor in 
that section of the country. He had said that he 
knew nothing of this marshal of his own know- 
ledge, but that he derived his information, with re- 
gard to him, from as reputable men as any in the 
country. Yet, in opposition to the information he 
had thus given, the Senate had confirmed the ap- 
pointment. 

Mr. JAMESON said he wished to correct an er- 
ror into which some gentlemen had fallen. In ths 
counties of Missouri, which were considered a 
densely populated, under the construction given to 
the act of the lasi session, the marshal will have no 
right to expend this five dollars for every additional 
one hundred persons. In such counties the as- 
sistants would only get two dollars, and the mar- 
shal stated that he could not get competent persons 
for that sum. In the sparsely populated counties, 
however, they would get the five dollars, and there 
the marshal would have no difficulty in employing 
assistants. 

Mr. WATTERSON observed that his colleague 
(Mr. Carter] was very much mistaken in sup- 
posing that he had made an attack on him. He had 
endeavored to defend a citizen of his State from 
an unjust and annecessary attack made on his cha- 
racter by his colleague, and this his colleague con- 
strued into an attack on him. It was no such 
thing. He had simply replied to the charges made 
against an absent and deserving individual. It 
was far from him, Mr. W. said, to attack his col- 
league personally; he had no such intention; but 
when he heard such severe censures cast upon the 
marshal of East Tennessze, another colleague of 
his, [Mr. BLACKWELL,] who personally knew the 
individual thus implicated, assured him that his 
character stood as fair as that of his colleague him- 
self, or of any individual in Tennessee, not even 


excepting the gentleman’s “Cato at Knex- 
ville. He did not prefess to be acquaint- 
ed with this gentleman himself, but from 


the informaton of bis colleague, [Mr. Biack- 
WELL,} he wes satsfied that he was a wore 
thy and respectable man. In further support of this 


gentleman’s character, he would also refer to his 
friend from Indiana, now the Democratic candidate 
for Governor of that State, whohad lived in Tennes- 
see for many years, and knew him well enough to 
endorse his character, But it seemed, according 
to the statements of his colleague, that some 
charges were made against this individual pre- 
vious to the confirmation of his appointment by 


the Senate; but he was acquitted with honor, for |. 


he received the appointment. It was easy enough 
to make charges against men’s characters. He ` 
could make charges against his colleague; but it 
was one thing to make charges, and another thing ` 
to support them. Sir, (said Mr. W.) if mere 
charges could prostrate men, the whole Demo- 
cratic party would go down; for they have been 
denounced again and again as corraptionis‘s, the 
‘spoils party, with other vituperative epithets ap- 


` would mention one fact he knew in relation to | 
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Senators of his State, he gave him all the inferma- 
tion in bis power, and then wrote home for further 
information, and the answers he received were 
from some of the best men in Green county, fully 
endorsing the character of the individual in every 
particular. But his colleague said that some of 
the applicants for office in his State had changed 
their politics, and had been bought over by the 
pitiful consideration of a paltry office. Now, he 


this subject. There were two applicants for the 
employment of deputy marshal in his district, one of 
whem wasa Whig, and the other a Democrat. 
The marshal wrote to him, inquiring which of these 


' two was best qualified for the employment, and 
. he not having sufficient information on the subject, 


plied to taem. He regretted that his colleague :. 
should have made those charges against anindi- | 
` regard to the compensation of these assistants, he 
. would observe that their labors had been increased : 
` one hundred per cent. more than what they were in 


vidual after he had been honorably acquitted by 
one of the highest tribunals of the country. I do 
not know (said Mr. W.) whether these deputy mar- 
shals are paidtoo much or not enough; and, there- 
fore, have not made up my mind how Ishall voleon - 
this question. His colleague had treated the House 

to a story about a horse race, which he was not for- 

tunate enough to hear the whole ot. The application, 

However, reached him, and- that was, that he and 

the gentleman from Missouri: toth jumped upon 

his collesgue at the same time. Now, he would 
suggest that the metaphcr of his colleague was not 
a very inappropriate one, av he was known in his 
district as “the big black horse!!” 

Mr. McCLELLAN did not rise to take part in 
the discussion of the immediate question before the 
House, but having heard insinuations made on this 
flsor against the Marshal of East Tennessee, whom 
he knew to be a highly respectable and worthy man, 
he felt it his duty to rise and defend him. His 
colleague, [Mr. Carter] had not only made charges 
against the Marshal, but had said that his appoint- 
meuts generally were men of bad characier, such 
as no confidence could be placed in. Mr. M. said, 
so far as his knowledge extended, they were men of 
good character. As respects these men whe were 
appointed in his district, be averred that they were 
men of unimpeachable character. And fur- 
ther, he could not remain silent in his seat when he 
heard it asserted that any of his fellow-citizens, 
even if they were Whigs, were willing to sell their 
consciences for the pitiful consideration of the office 
of deputy marshal in a mountainous district, and 
where the labors were so great that they would hard- 
ly be able to make their daily expenses. Indeed, 
when they came to see the number of interrogato- 
ries they were cal'ed on to propoand, and the ex- 
tent of the duties required cf them, many would 
throw up their employments. His colleague, [Mr. 
Carter] charged that the marshal ot East Tennes- 
see had used his office for party purposes; and had 
promised employment to various individuals, on 
condition that [hey would change their politics, and 
come out in support of the Administration. I will 
not take up the time of the House, said Mr. M. by 
entering into a labored defence of the individual 
thus assailed; I know him to be an honorable and 
respectable man, and that he held for a num- 
ber of years the sheriffalty of one of the most 
. popalons counties in my colleague’s district, 
to which office he was elected by the suf- 
frages ef his fellow-citizens. In the discharge of 
the duties of that office he was universally known 
asa crrect, amiable, and business man. But he 
sustains a bad character in the eyes of my colleague, 
for he isan active and influential man ia his dis- 
trict, and went against my colleague with all the 
zeal and energy he possessed, and that was enough 
to ensure his condemnation. But the charges, 
however, against this individual, which were now 
se gravely spoken of, first originated ina little 
newspaper, and from thence found their way to 
the Senate cf the United Siates. Now he did not 
hear of these charges when they were before the 
Senate; nor did he believe there were any 
charges made before the Senate at the time 
that his appointment was confirmed by that | 
body; but inquiries having been made of him re- 
specting the marshal’s character, by one of the | 


referred the matter to the people of the ncighbor- 
hood, by whom he was informed that the Whig was 
the best qualified; and on his stating this to the 
marshal, the Whig received the appoiniment. With 


1830. They must take down from every farmer 


the number of bushels of corn and wheat he makes, 
with the number of yards of c'cth made by his wife. 
He was for economy in its fullest extent; but he did 


not think that true economy consisted in withhold- | 


ing from the laborer his hire. His wished to give 
to every man a fair compensaiion for the labor he 
performed. He must again express his regrets that 
the marshal of East Tennessee had. been dragged 
before the House in this way. From his knowledge 
of him, as well as from information derived from 
the most respectable sources, he was satisfied that 
he wasa very clever business man, and of the high- 
est respectability. The very circumstance of his 
being elected to a lucrative and respons.ble office 
by the suffrages ot his fellow-cit'zens, and that he 
held that office for many years, was of itself a high 
recommendation in his favor. He was, moreover, 
advantageously known as a prominent member of 
one of our most respectable religious societies. ` 

Mr. CARTER here interrupted Mr. M. and said 
he wished to give him one evidence of the disin- 
terestedness of this gentleman. 

Mr. McCLELLAN could not give way to his 
colleague. He knew the circumstance to which 
his colleague wished to allude. It was the refusal 
of the marshal to let the Whig pariy use the 
church of which he was a member, for a Whig 
meeting, and for making Whig speechesin. Now 
he knew (Mr. M. said) that the marshal was a 


‘strong party man, and went zealously for his party 


and his principles; but did that make him a rascal 
in the estimation of his colleague? His colleague 
was a strong party man, and washe a rascal for 
that reason? [Much laughter.] Mr. M. said 
he was not gifted with fluency of language—he was 
not a lawyer or professional man, but a farmer, ac- 
customed to plainuess of language as well as to 
plain dealing. He had sat silent here for years 
listening with patience to the remarks of other gen- 
temen, even when tedious and out of place; and 
he would not have said a word at th's time, had it 
not been for the uncalled-for attack upon one of his 
constituents. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Dawson’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then offered the following, to be 
prefixed as a preamble to the bill: 

Whereas the members of the last session of the Twenty- 
fifth Congress deferred doing much of the important business 
of the country until the last day of the session, and on that day 
were compelled to act without deliberation for want of time; 
and whereas, among other acts thus passed, the act authorizing 
the taking of the census within the United States has been 
found so imperfect that it cannot be executed—therefore, to 
remedy those imperfections produced by said defective legisla- 
tion and neglect of duty of said members of Congress, Be it 
enacted, &c. 

Mr. DAWSON expressed his regret that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania should have sub- 
mitted a motion so disrespectful to the bedy of 
which he was a member. He considered such 
proceeding as one unworthy of the House, and 
that it ought to meet the decided disapprobation 
of every member of it. If we act (said he) as a 
body, every memper of Congress is proportionably 
responsible for the proceedings in which h2 partici- 
pates, and therefore each one must feel that some 
share of the censure implied in this preamble ap- 


‘sures. 


Q17 


He had looked (Mr. D. said) 


phes to himself. 
to the course of the House frequently with much 
disapprobation; but, though he cou'd not approve 
of all its acts, yet ke could not sit silent and per- 
mit one member to attack his asseciates in this 
way. We represent the American character, and 


therefore should all unite in preventing ře- 
proach from being cast upon it. For one, 
he (Mr. D.) considered the motion as a great 
indignity offered to this House by one of 
its older members, and one who. had participated 
in the proceedings which he so unsparingly cen- 
Sir, said Mr. D. I appeal to you and to. 
those who have been longer on this floor than I 
have, whether there are not a few individuals here 
who have been mainly instrumental in causing the 
confusion and disorder that have sometimes prevail- 
edin the House. There are a few here, as there al- 
ways are in large bodies, whose irregularities have 
done much to injure the character of this body. 

Bat should censure, therefore, attach to the whole; 

was that any reason why such insinuations should 

be spread upon the records of the country, and that,- 
too, by an actor in the proceedings he condemns? 
Mr. D. concluded by saying that he had never wit- 
nessed a stronger indignity offered toa legislative 
body than this resolution, which was not even ex- 
pected by the mover to be adopted, and he hoped 
the gentleman would withdraw it, with a becoming 
apology to the House. 

Mr. PETRIKIN observed that the gentleman 
from Georgia was mistaken when he said that he 
participated in the scenes which took place at the: 
close of the session. This was not true. He, at 
that time, told the House that he highly condemned 
such. course of proceeding, and opposed them 
step by step in their progress. As to the preamble 
now offered, there was rot only nothing in it dis- 
respectful to the House, butit was a plain and cor- 
rect statement of facts. If there was any thing dis- 
respectful in it, let the gentleman from Georgia 
point out whatit was. He knew, Mr. P. said, 
that many things were done here at the close of the 
last session, which were disgraceful to members as 
individuals, to ihe House, and to the country. Does 
the gentleman expect them to be kept seeret and. 
concealed from the country, or that membeis were 
bound to sectesy by oaths similar to freemasons? 
If he did, Mr. P. said he did not agree to his doc- 
trine. He did nothing here that was not fit for the 
public eye. Did notthe gentleman recollect the 
fact that an item of $16,000 was struck out of the 
general appropriation bill by a vote of the House, 
and that it was afterwards, surreptitiously, or by: 
mistake, inserted in the CLurk’s room, aod then 
passed by the House sud silentio, withoat any body 
knowing any thing about it? Did he not know 
that thousands of dollars were vo'ed away at the 
close of every sessi-cn, when many members were 
not in a situation to know what was done or do- 
ing in matters of the utmost importance to 
the people in various quarters of the Union? 
Were these things to be concealed from the Ame- 
rican people, and was he to be denounced as having 
offered an indignity to the body for- calling its at- 
tention to them? He would tell the gentleman that 
such denunciations fell harmless to the ground, and. 
that he cared as little for his blast of wind as the 
gentleman did for his charges, I never, said Mr. 
P. participated in the scenes that disgraced the 
close of the last session. The previous session I 
left the House in disgust on the occurrence of si- 
milar scenes. In offering his preamble he had no 
intention of offering an indignity to the House. 
He drew it upinsuch plain and intelligible lan- 
guage as he was capable of, and did not go to 
Tom, Dick, and Harry, to consult with them as to 
what phraseology he should ue. He was sot an 
adept in using language to mystify falsehoods, and 
make them appear I:ke truths. He stood here as 
the Representative of independent and intelligent 
freemen, and as such, did not feel it necessary to 
consult any man ‘here as to the course he should 
pursue. He considered it his right and dwy to op- 
dose such hasty and improper legislation, in which 
they not only voted away thousands cf dollars, bat 
disgraced themselves; and knew that he should be 
sustained by his constituents for so doing. Mr. P. 
said before he resumed his seat he would give noe 
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tice that hereafter he should suffer no bi'l making 
acy appropriation, or containing any important 
provisions, to be read by its title, as long as he was 
able.to keep his seat in this hall. 

Mr. DAWSON said if he had applied any epi- 
the’s to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, he was 
not aware ot it, and was sorry for it. He never 
used language injurious to any body; and if such 
language was used towards him, he was perfectly 
satisfied that it would be correctly appreciated by 
those who heard it; and hence he never hurled it 
back. With regard to the scenes which took place 
at the close of the last session, some of the actois 
in them were not here, and the Congress was de- 
fanet. It could not, therefore, be consistent with 
propriety for this Congress to cast any censure on 


past. 

Mr. WISE supported the views of Mr. Dawson, 
and commented on the effect of the degradation of 
the character of Congress, in augmenting the power 
of the Executive. As we fall, said he, the Execu- 
tive rises; and whilst the President in his an'echam- 
ber conducted himself as a perfect gentleman, know- 
ing what was due to bis high station, I know not 
what character we may acquire of the galleries, if 
they were to be judged of by such proceedings as 
had occurred there. 

Did the gentleman from Pennsylvania forget 


that, in introducing such caricature propositions as - 


the one before them, he was driving the business of 
the House into the last night ef the session, and 
courting a renewal of scenes of which he, Mr. W. 
was once obliged, in referring to them, to say that the 
members were “tired, sleepy, and drank.” Mr. 
W. considered the motion to be highiy disrespect- 
ful to. the House, aod he now put it to the Cuatr 
whether it was in order for the gentleman to sub- 
mit it? 

The CHAIRMAN [Mr. Banus] said that that 
was not a question for the Cuain to decide. The 


question was on adopting a preamble to the bill, 


and that only could be decided on by the House. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE appealed to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to withdraw his preposition, 
ani made some observations to show that it could 
not, with propriety, be adopted. 


Mr. PETRIKIN consented to withdraw the pro- 


preamble. 


Mr. SERGEANT moved that the committee | 
' tested election) was on the appeal taken by Mr. 


| Apams from the decision of the Cram, that it was 


rise and report the bill. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend by adding 


an additional section to the bill, changing the ratio | 
of representation soas to allow one Representative to | 


every 75,000 persons. : 


Mr. R. GARLAND moved to amend the amend- | 


ment by siriking out 75 and inserting 60. 
è Both the amendments were rejected without a 
count, and the bill was laid aside to be reported. 

_ The committee then, on motion, took up the Se- 
nate bill to continue the office of Commissioner of 
Pensions until the 4th of March, 1842, and to trans- 
fer duties from the Navy Department the oftice of 
the Commissioner, aad also to transfer one clerk. 

- After a brief conversation on the zliowance of 
the Commi:sioner, 


The committee rose and reported both bills to 


the House. 

In the House the latter bill was taken up; when 

Mr. PROFFIT moved to reduce the salary of 
the commissioner from $3,000 to $2,500, and de- 
manded the yeas and nays. 

When, at near 60’clock, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, » 
Fray, February 21, 1840. 


The CHAIR submitted varions memorials of | 
the Legislative Assemb'y of the Territory of lowa; | 
which were referred to the appropriate committees. | 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition of citi- | 
zens of New York, praying the passage of a uni- | 


form bankrupt law; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


Mı. LUMPKIN presented a memorial of Zacha- | 
riah Williams, and Robert W. Williams, praying | 


for reimbursement of losses sustained by the ap- 
propriaticn of their property to the uses of the army 
in the late Creek war; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims, 


Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whieh was referred 

The petition of Jacob Kerr; 

The petition of John Johnston; and 

The memorial of James McCally, i 
made special reports adverse to the several claims, | 
which were ordered to be printed. 
_ Mr.HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred 

The memorial of William Morrow; 

The petition of Adam Hale; and 

The petition of the heirs of Jehn Ireland; 


: made adverse reports thereon; which were se- 


verally ordered to be printed. 
Mr. LINN, from the Commit‘ee on Private 


| Land Claims, to which was referred the bill supple- 


mentary to an act, entitled “An act to amend an 
act for the appointment of commissioners to adju- t 
the claims to reservations of land under the 14th 
article of the treaty of 1830, with the Choctaw In- 
dians,’’ reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. YOUNG, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obta‘ned leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the administrator of Lamech Blanden, deceased; 
waich was read twice, and referred to the Cemmit- 
tee on Pensions. 

On motion|by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the report 


' of the Committee on Indian Affairs, in the case ; 


of Jubel B. Hancock, was referred back to the 
committee, witn additional documents. 

The unfavorable reports on the Secretary’s table 
were taken up and agreed to. 

The resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Tappan, so to amend the joint rules that no 


claim which had been twice reported on in either | 


House, adversely, should again be presented, was 
taken up and ciscussed by Messrs. TAPPAN, | 


PRENTISS, CALHOUN, DAVIS, LINN, AL- | 
LEN, HUBBARD, STRANGE, BUCHANAN, '! 
. and WALL; when, on motion of the latter, and — 
with the assent of Mr. Tapran, it was laid on | 
i the table for the present. | 


The Senate then adjourned till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, February 21, 1840. 
The CHAIR announced that the question imme- 
diately pending (in the case of the New Jersey con- 


not ia order for the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Fittmorg] to read to the House, on a motion 
to print, a resolutjon adopted in the committee, and 


which had not been reported to the House; and | 


that the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Briaes] was enti'led to the floor on the appeal. 


Mr. CASEY prevailed cn Mr. Bricasto give | 


way to him to introduce a resolution, ia effect, that 
the rule which declares that withia a given number 
of days after the commencement of the session, pe- 
titions shall be in order every day, be extended for 
ten days further. 

Mr. F: LLMORE (who had the floor on the pro- 
positicn heretofore introduced by Mr. CAMFBELL, 
of South Carolina, from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, to have such printing done as might be 
deemed necessary to facilitate the investigation of 


the New Jersey contested election, and to which 
proposition an amendment, offered by Mr. 


Cave Jounson, was pending) and from which the | 


above appeal originated, claimed his right to the 


floor, and objected to tke introduction of the reso. : 


lution. 

Mr. CASEY moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. FILLMORE persisted in his right to the 
floor. 


noise [Mr. Casey] had the right to make the mc- 
tion to suspend the rules, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Barcos] having yieldel him 
the floor that purpose. 

Mr. FILLMORE contended that the gentleman 
who yielded the floor was not h:mself entitled to it, 
inasmuch as the appeal under the 28th rule was 
not debatable; and on that ground he claimed it. 

The SPEAKER said, from the reading of the 
rale, the gentleman from New York [Mr. F.] was 
right, and the question would be on the appeal. 


| Speaker in that decision. 
, . to his discussing the proceedings of the committee 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Hli- ': 


Mr. FILLMORE said he would be disposed to 
vield the floor to any proposition which would not 
give rice to debate. 

Mr. CASEY said his motien could not cause 
debate, inasmuch as it was one to suspend the rules; 
which is not debatable. : 

Mr. VANDERPOEL demanded the yeas and 
nays on the appeal. __ 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved acall of the House; 
on which 

Mr. GRANGER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 72, nays 96, 

So the House refused the motion for a call. 

The question was then taken on the ap;eal, 
viz. “Shall the decision of the Cuarr stand as the 
judgment of the House?” and decided, by yeas and 


; Days, in the affirmative—yeas 99, nays 83. 


So the decision of the Cuairt was sustained, viz. 
that Mr. Fitumore could not read the resolution 
passed in committee without leave of the House 
first had. 

Mr. RUSSELL appealed to Mr. Fitumore toal- 
low him to move a resolution for the postponement 
of the present subject, and for the reception of re- 
ports from committees during the residue of the 
morning hour. 

Mr. FILLMORE declined yielding the floor. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON expressed a wish to mo- 
dify his amendment in reference to the printing of 
p.‘pers before the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. FILLMORE would not give way for 
either of the propositions; when 

Mr. JOHNSON said Mr. F. had been called to 
order, and had taken his seat; an appeal from the 
decision of the Cuair that he was out of order had 
not been sustained, and therefcre he could not, by 
the rules, proceed, if any member objected. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to Mr. Fittmorze's 
proceeding. 

Mr. FILLMORE contended that the rule refer- 
red to applied only to cases where a member had 
been called to order for words spoken; he had been 
guilty of no violation of order; he had begun to 
read a paper which he supposed he had a right to 


' read; it had been decided that he could not read 
' the paper without leave; he had abandoned the 


reading of the paper; and pow was he tobe told 
that he had lost his right to address the House? 
He trusted they had not yet reached quite such a 
state of despotism as that. 

Mr. PETRIKIN again interposed objection to 
his proceeding without permission of the House. 

The CHAIR said the gentleman could not pro- 
ceed, and ordered the 28th rule to be read to sas- 
tain his opinion, as follows: 

“if any member, in speaking or otherwise, trans- 
gress the rules of the House, the Speaker shall, or 
any member may, call to order; in which case, the 


| member so called te order shall immediately sit 
| down, unless permitted to explain; and the House 
r shall, if appealed to, decide on the case, but with- 


out debate: if there be no appeal, the dec’sion of 
the Chair shall be submitted to. If the decision be 
in favor of the member called to order, he shall be 
at liberty to proceed; if otherwise, he shall not be 
permitted to proceed, in case any member objcct, 
without leave of the House; and, if the case re- 
quire it, he shall be liable to the. censure of the 
House.” 

Mr. FILLMORE asked permission to explain 
the situation of the question upon which he was 
called to order. He was called to order on the 


! ground that he was reading a resolution adopted in- 


committee; the Speaker decided that he was ont of 
order in doing so, and the House had sustained the 
No objection was raised 


as a body, and therefore he had the right to pro- 
ceed in his remarks, notwithstanding the House 
had decided that he should not read the particular 
resolution. He was understood further to say, that 
the g-ntleman who had preceded him, [Mr. Camp- 
BELL, chairman of the Committee of Elections,] 
had referred to the votes of the committee, and he 
was a member of the same commi'tee, and wanted 
the same privilege of alluding to the preceedings 
of the committee in general terms, 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Scuth Carolina under- 
stood that the gentleman had stated that he had al- 


luded to individual votes in the committee. He 
had not done so, but merely to his own course. 
Mr. FILLMORE. Then if the gentleman 
could allude to hs own course, he bad also the 
right to refer to the course of others. He, asa 


member of the committee, only claimed the same | 


right to discass the subject in general terms. 

Mr. RIVES hoped the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. Perrixin] would withdraw his objec- 
tion, and that the gentleman might be permitted to 

ed in his remarks. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Cairn whether 
he could proceed. 

The CHAIR said he could not, from bis con- 
struction ef the 28th rule, except by permission of 
the House. 

Mr. BELL objected to the construction the 
Spsager had given the role, and said that it was 
not properly applied to this case, and contended 
that the gestleman from New York had not vio- 
lated the rule, and that, by the decision of the 
House, which had refased him the right to read the 
resolution, it had prevented him from violating it. 
He considered it a most arbit‘ary application of the 
rule; and, if the decision of the Cuair were sus- 
tained, it would destroy the freedom of debate, and 


prevent gentlemen from presenting their views to | 
the Honse at all, except by the will of a majority. ` 


The 22th rule had no manner of application, and 
appeal-d from the decision of the Crair. 

Mr. FILLMO‘SE demanded tne yeas and nays 
on the appeal; which were ordered. 

Mr. BRIGGS made some remaiks, which were 
not heard. 


Mr. HAND contended that the motion which he , 


made, that his colleague have leave to proceed, 
was the proper motion before the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE replied he would never sub- 
mit his right to be beard on that floor, and the 
rights of his constituents, to the vote of a majority. 
He spoke by right and not by permission. 

aidien baving expired, Mr. RUS- 
SELL moved that the House proceed to the orders 
of the day. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed by Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, and were ordered. 

Mr. EVANSsaid, by the rales, the House must 
go to the orders cf the day, which was the private 


business on the Speaxer’s table, and any motion | 


wan unpecessary. 

The question being taken, the yeas were 91, the 
mays 102: so the House refased to pass to the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST had risen, and was about 
to address the House, ss the Reporter understeod, 
on the resolution to prin(, when 

Mr. RICE GARLAND rose to order, and in- 
sisted that as Friday and Saturday were set apart 
for the consideration of private bills, and private 
business exclusively, to go on with the debate on a 
resolation involved a change of the order of busi- 
ness, and could not be done but by a vote of two- 
thirds. 

The CHAIR so deciding, 

Mr. HOLLEMAN took an appeal. 

The question was debated fora long time by 
Messrs. GARLAND, CUSHING, CAVE JOHN- 
SON, MARVIN, CLIFFORD, BRIGGS, DROM- 
GOOLE, EVANS, TURNEY, HOLLEMAN, 
and TILLINGHAST, when 

Mr. TURNEY moved the previous question, 
which beng seconded, put, carried, and the 
main questien being “Shall the decision of the 
Cuair stand as the judgment of the House?” it was 
decided by yeas and nays, as follows: yeas 113, 
nays 64. 

So the decision of the Cuair was sastained. 

A number of private bills on the Speaker’s ta- 
ble were then taken up on their first and second 
reading,and referred to the appropriate committees. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN of Iowa, the bill 
for the r. lief of James M. Morgan, together with 
a memorial for the pay of the militia of Iowa, 
called out to repel invasion by the State of Mis- 
Bouri, was referred to the Committee oa Military 
Affairs. 

On mation of Mr. EVANS, it was resolved that 
when this House adjourns, it adjoarn to meet on 
Monday next. 
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Some struggle then ensued (there being no pri- 
vate business yet on the calendar) to proceed to the 
consideration of various kinds of business. 

After which, on motion of Mr. SERGEANT, 
the rules wer2 suspended for the purpose of taking 
up the act amending the act in relation to the cen- 
sus, which had been reported yesterday from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with certain amendments, which were concurred 
in; and the bill having been ordered to a third 
reading at this time, was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The House then took up the bill providing for 
the reappointment of the Commissioner of Pensions, 
and which said bill had been reported from the 
Ccmmittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with an amendment (offered by Mr. Prorrir) re- 


: ducing the salary of the said Commissioner trom 


——— 


: $3,000 to $2,500 per annum. 


After some further remarks from Mr.PROFFIT, 
the amendment was debated by Messrs. GRAVES, 
GIDDINGS, and W. THOMPSON, at much 
length, and in favor thereof. 

Mr. SMITH of Ma'ne replied at some length 


When Mr. S. was about conclading, several gen- || 


tleman (some twenty or thiry) rose and claimed 
the floor, as having first addressed the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER said that a number of gentle- 
man had addressed the Chair at once, and before 
the gentleman from Maine[Mr.Smitujhad actually 
concluded bis remarks; and that, if gentlemen 
would be seated, and take a fair start, he would 
decide who had the floor. 

The Seearer then gave the fioor to Mr. DAVIS 
of Kentucky, who spvke in favor of the amend- 
ment, and had not concluded, when he gave way to 
a motion for adjournment, which prevailed. 

And the House adjourned until 12 o’clock on 
Monday next. 


——— 


IN SENATE, 
Monay, February 24, 1840. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of three 
hundred and twenty-three inhabitants of the city of 
New York, being persons engaged in the manu- 
faciare of umbrellas, parasols, and the like. This 
petition s'a'es that, upfio the year 1839, an ad va- 
lorem duty of 25 per cent. had been imposed upon 
umbrellas and parasols, and in conformity, as the 
petitioners believe, with the true construction, as 
well as with the spirit and intent, of the compro- 
mise act; that a judicial construction was given to 
this act ia the year 1839, which admits the impor- 
tation of these articles free of duty, as manufac- 
tures of silk, or of which silk is a component ma- 
terial of chief value; and that, in consequence of 
this construction of the law, the business of the 
petitioners is threatened with entire ruin, as they 
are compelled by the law to pay a duty upon all 
the articles which enter in'o the manufacture, ex- 
cept the silk, while the foreign umbrella, or para- 
sol, entire, is imported free of duty. They pray 
relief by tbe reimposition of the duty of 25 per 
cent. upon imported umbre!lss and parasols, thus 
repealed by the coastruction of the courts. 

Mr. W. said that he believed, according to the 
usual classification of business in the Senate, this 
petition should go to the Committee on Manufac. 
tures; but as a great number of petitions of a 
kindred character had been, daring the pre- 
sent session, referred to the Committee on 
Finance, he would move the reference of this to 
that committee, unless some Senator thould prefer 
the other direction. It was proper, however, 
whether the reference should be to the one com- 
mittee or the other, that the petitoners should 
know that, inasmuch as any bili for their relief must 
necessarily be a bill to raise revenue, it cannot 
or ginate in th's' body, and that nothing can be 
done here with this petition, or the many which 
have been presented, praying the imposition of a 
duty, and an increase of duty, upon importations 
of silk, other than to follow the action of the 
House of Representatives. 

The petition was then referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented, also, a petition signed 
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by Charles Mills and 220 other ‘@itizens of the 
city of New York, and a similar petition signed 
by E. W. and F. Tryan an4 230 others, also citizens 
of New York, praying Congress to exercise its 
constitutional power in the passage of uniform 
laws, for cases of bankruptcy, throughout the 
United States. Mr. W. said he would make the 
same motion in relation to these petitions, which he 
had made in reference to the great nnmber of a 
similar character, which it had been his duty aad 
his pleasure to present from his immediate constitu- 


- ents, during the present session, viz: That the read- 


ing be dispensed with, and they be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary; and he would avail 
himself of the oceasion, most respectfully to ex- 
press the hope that that important committee would 


at their earliest convenience, give to the wishes of 


, to the foregoing, 


these numerous and respestable petitioners, their 
caretul and favorable consideration. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial similar 
and went somewhat at length in- 


. to an argument in favor of the parsage of a gene- 
' ral bankrupt law: and sabmitied the following as 
` anout'ine uf the proposed law: 

to Mr. Graves—which will be published hereafter. `; 


1. That the circumstances of the country 
quire that Congress should exercise its constitu- 
tional power of establishing a uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States. 

2. That it should be made applicable to all per- 
sons whatever, owing debts not less in amount than 
dollars, who shall avow their insolvency, `’ 
and, by petition to the proper tribunal, pray for the 
benefit of the act. These shall be deemed volun- 
tary bankrupts. 

3. That it should apply compulsorily to mer- 
chants and traders whose debis to one or more cree 
ditors shall amount tv a sum not less than 
dollars, and who have or shall fail in business, or 
be apparently insolvent, or unable to pay their 
debts. Such persons to be deemed involunta y 
bankrupts, and to be subject to the provisions of 
the act upon the petition of any creditor or credi- 
tors whose debts together exceed thesum of ——— 
dollars. l 

4. No voluntary or involuntary bankrupt to be 
eniitled to a discharge, who shall, in contemplation 
of bankruptcy, and intending to take the benefit of 
the act, knowingly give any preference, by any 
paymen's or transfer of property, to any one or 
more of his creditors, to the exclusion of his cre- 
ditors generally. 

5. Every bankrupt surrendering all his property 
and righis of property, for the benefit of his cre-. 
ditorz, and conforming to all other requisitions of 
the act, shall be entitled toa full discharge from 
all his debts, and shall receive a certificate of dis- 
charge from the proper tribunal. But if he is 
guilty of any traud or concealment in respect to his 
property, he shall not be entitled to any certificate; 
or if granted, it shall be avoided on proof of such 
fraud. ` 

6. All creditors coming in and proving their 
debts under the bankruptcy to be bona fide debis, to 
share in the bankrupt’s property aad effects, pro rala, 
without any preference or priority eacept debts to 
the United States, which are first to be paid. 

7. The district and circuit courts to have concur- 
rent jurisdiction in all matters of bankruptcy, to be | 
exercised summarily; and for this purpose the said 
courts to be deemed always opened. à 

8. One commissioner only to be appointed in any 
one case, to actin bankruptcy, on the proof of, 
debts, &c. and one assignee only, to collect and. 
administer the bankrupt’s effects. The commis- 
sioner and assignee to be appeinted in each case, : 
by the court, and subject at all times to ils o:ders, 
inal! things touching their duties, and the sale and 
distribution of the effects. : 

9. The proceedings in each case to be finally 
close1 within two years from the time of the bank- 
ruptcy, except as to matters which may be then. 
pending, in law and equi'y; but the pendency of 
any such suits in law or equity is not to suspend 
the general proceedings in the case, nor postpone | 
distribution and settlement so far as they can be 
made. ; 

10. All suits by, against, or 
rupts, to be brought within two years 
ruptcy, and not afterwards; except on 


concerning, bank-. 
aftec the bank- 
causes of ące 
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uca which shall not then have arisen. But all 
debts, not payable ull a future day, may be proved 
ia the bankruptcy, aad paid pro rata, with proper 
abatement for terest or discoant. 

11. Aay person proceeded against as an invo- 
lentary bankrapt, to be entitled, at his election, to 
tal by jary, to ascertain the fact of sach bank- 
reptey. 

12. No person to be entitled to a discharge, 
who shall be proved tohave lost, within —— years 
before bis bankraptcy, by any gaming, waging, or 
betting of any kind, whether at one or more times, 
the sain of —-— dollars. 

13. The circuit court ia each district to establish 
a rate of fees for the officers of the circuit court and 
district court, in all cases in bankruptcy; and those 
rates to be published. 

14. The act to continue in force five years, and 
until the then next se sion ef Congress. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he rose to make a sug- 
gestion to the Senator from Massachusetts and to 
the members of the Jadiciary Committee on this 
important subject, which he hoped they would take 
iato serious consideration in framing a bankrupt 
bill. Tn the session of 1821, '2—tbe sessicn in 
which be first entered the Huuse of Representa- 
tives—there was a bankrupt bili before that body, 
which was extensively discussed. At the first, his 
impressions were favorabie to its passage; but they 


1 
i 


had undergone a change before question was , 


finally taken, and he had made a speech, and 
voted against the adoption of that measure. 


This change was produced by the arguments | 


of a distinguished member from South Carolina, : 


(Mr. Lowndes,) now no more, who, in his estima- 


tion, possessed more political information and better | 


matured practices] wisdom, than any otber states- 
man he bad ever known. Mr. Lowndes was then 
ina state of such feeble health that he had not 
physical strength sufficient to enable him to present 
his views at large to the House, though, according 


to his best recoliection, he had mad: the attempt, - 


and was obliged to desist. He bad, however, 
conversed with him freely upon the subject. 

His chief objection to the bill then before the 
Hoose, according to Mr. B's best recollection, was 
that the bankrupt jaw of England was sot at all 
applicable to this, country. That from the extent 
of the United States, and the few Fideral courts 
which existed, it must in practice prove an intole- 


rable barden to the people. That all the jadicial . 


business involved in the settlement of a bankrupt 
estate, must necessarily be drawn into these courts, 
and they were at such a distance from a large pro- 
portion of the peopie, that the attendance of par- 
ties, jurors, and witnesses, U 
eroredingly oppressive. And that the difficulties 
thus igtepdsed to the attainment of justice, would 
prevent justice from being done in the settlement cf 
bankrupts’ estates. These points Mr. B. had at- 
tempted to enforce in the remarks which he had 
made in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Lowndes strongly entertained the opinion 
that a bankrupt law, founded upon the princ ples of 
the civil law, would be made mofe applicable to 
this country than the English bankruptsystem. He 
was in favor of a cessie bonorum—a voluntary as- 
signment by the bankrupt of his effects, in trast for 
the benefit of all his cred.tors; and then if a Jarze 
majority of these ereditors in number and value, 


n them, would be : 


believed that he had acted honestly, and were wil- | 
l ng to release him, this should be binding upon the | 
minority. Such a law would ina great degree | 


exeente itself, and would relieve the community 


from the cambrous and distant machinery of the © 


Ferera! courts. 
He merely threw out these suggestions from me- 


mory, which, after so long a lapse of time, might : 


be imperfect. z 
The remarks of the Senator from Massachusetts 


were entitled to grave attention. He should give 


the subject all the impartial consideration which | 


i's importance demanded; and he would say in ad- 


vance, that if his opinions should undergo a change, | 


and it was very . ossible they might, he would not 


be deterred from changing his vote for the sake ef | 
preserving his character from the imputation of ine 
consistency. He trusted that the bill which might | 


now be presented, would be much more simple in 


| 


its form, and direct in its provisions, than the bill 
against which he had formerly voted. 


Mr. TALLMADGE also presented a memorial | 
'| report thereon. 


on the subject ef a bankrupt law; which, after 
some remarks in favor of the object of the petition- 


ers, Was referred to the Committee on the Judi- . 


: Clary. 
' Mr. WALL said he would make a remark or 
` twoin reply to the suggestions of the gentleman 


who had spoken on this subject. He was deeply 


` impressed with its importance, andj thought that 
. the time had arrived when Congress should per- 
' form their constitutional obl gations in regard to it. 
: The committee had not been unmindful of their 


duty, but would in a short time give Senators an 
oppoitunity of making known their views on the 


! subject, 


Mr. FULTON presented the memorial of cer- 
tain citizens of Arkansas, praying to be allowed to 
locate a quantity of land, to be applied to the pur- 
poses of education; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of the Ga- 
lena Chamber of Commerce of the State of Illi- 
nois, praying that Galena may be made a port of 
entry and delivery; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
the heirs of John Scraggs and James Scraggs; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 


| tionary Claims. 


Mr. BETTS presented the petition of James 
Rhinehart; which was referred to the Committee 
oa Claims. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a memorial remon- 
strating against the use of bleodhounds in the Fio- 
rida war; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of Thomas 
Rhodes and others, praying for the establishment 
ofa Congress of Naticns; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the memorial! of a 
number of citizens of Cumberland county, Maine, 
praying for a similar object as the foregoing; which 
was referred to the same committee. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of the 
Mayor, Recorder, and Common Council of George- 
town, in the District of Columbia, praying an ex- 
tension of their charter on the subject of taxation; 
a renewal of the charter of the Farmer’s and Me- 
chanic’s Bank of Georgetown; the erection of a 
permanent stone bridge across Rock Creek at the 
western extremity cf Pennsylvania avenue; remon- 
strating against any furiher obstructions to their 
commerce on the Potomac river; and the establish- 
ment of a fund for the purposes of education in the 
District of Columbia; which were referred to the 


Committee on the District of Columbia, and or- | 


dered to be printed. 


of Samuel Walker, deceased, praying a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. STURGEON presented thiee memorials of 
citizens of Philadelpbia, severally praying an ap- 
propriation for the erection of a new custom-house 
at that plaee; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 


Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
the petition of William Walker, made an adverse 


Mr. BUCHANAN offered the following reso- 


lution for the consideration of the Senate: 


Resolved, That a select committee be appoin'ed 


` for the purpose of inquiring into the expediency of 


proposing to the States such an amendment to the 
Federal Constitution as will secure a large specie 
basis for the circulation of the country, by pro- 
hibiting the issue and circulation of bank notes, 
and other paper currency, of denominations so 
low as to prevent the circulation of gold and silver 
ia the ordinary transactions of business, and in 
payment of the wages of labor. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, by Mr. Garrano, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House had passed the bill to 
amend the act to provide for taking the sixth cen- 
sus, with an amendment. [The amendment was 
to reduce the salary of the principal clerk from 
two thousand to fifteen hundred dollars. ] 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the bill was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The resolution from the Select Committee on the 
assumption of the debts of the States was then 
taken up, and Mr. PHELPS addressed the Senate 
at length on the subject. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the subject 
was then passed over informally. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame 
De Lusser and their legal representatives, was read 
a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Juan Belgar; 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Marsaque; 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

The bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and 
the heirs or lezal representatives of Bartholomew 
Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloom; and 

The bill to settle the title to certaia tracts of land 
in the State of Arkansas; 
were severally taken up as in Committee of the 
Whole, considered, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. WALL, from the Commitiee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives to amend the act to pro- 
vide for taking the sixth census or enumeration of 
the inhabitan's of the United Sta'es, approved 
March 3, 1839, reported the same to the Senate, 
wi'h a recommendaticn that the amendment of the 
House be not concurred in. 

Afier some remarks from Messrs. DAVIS and 
PRESTON in opposition to the motion of Mr. 
Watt, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he thought that 


Mr. M. also presented the petition of the widow aieea minded Collars was an ampie ecmprraanion 


Mr. STURGEON presented five petitions of citi- | 


zens of Alleghany county, Pa. praying for the 
abolition of the s'ave trade. The motion to receive 
was, 

Oa motion by Mr. FULTON, ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the memorial of A. 
Partridge and others} in behalf of the Military 
Convention assembled at Norwich, Vt.; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented the memo- © 
rial of Chauncey Hall, representirg certain defects : 
in the law authorizing the issuing of patents, and , 


praying that a patent may issue in his favor for the 
discovery of a process by which cast iron may be 
tempered; which was referred io the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

On motion by Mr. LUMPKIN, five memorials, 
which were heretofore referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures, were referred to the Ccmmittee 
on Finance. 


| 
| 
| 


for the services required under the provisions of 
this act. He was glad to hear the remarks in favor 
of retrenchment and economy coming from the 
quarter they did, and he could assure the gentle- 
men they should have his support, and he would 
go hand in hand with them in all their measures 
for this object. He hoped that the amendment of 
the House would be concurred in. 

Mr. TAPPAN said that as the office was but a 
temporary one, we should take that fact into con- 
sideratioa when determining what would be a pro- 
per amount of compensation. He thought that if 
they could get a competent person to periorm these 
services for fifteen hundred dollar:, they wou'd not 
be justified in giving a greater sum. 

Mr. WALL said that his ideas of ecenomy were 


i probably different from those of other gentlemen. He 


was willing to pay talentand industry, when engaged 
in our service, a fair compensation. When he began 


: to economize, he would not do it by subtracting a 
: small amount from the pittance paid to our clerks 


for the labor they perform. We would, to be sure, 
put the few cents saved in this manner into the 
Treasury, and it might form a subject of boasting 
to some Senators for their great exertions in favor 
of economy; but, for himself, he could take neither 
pride nor satisfaction in the reflection of havisg 
participated in it. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. KING 
and WHITE, the question was taken on concurring 


a“ 


——o 
with the amendment of the House, and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative, ayes 27, noes 6, as foi- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chawan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Davis, 
Dixon, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Knight, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Phe!ps, 
Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Spence, 
Sturgecn, Tallmadge, White, and Williams—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Fulton, Grundy, Linn, Strange, 
Wall, and Wright-—6. 


| 
So the amendment of the House was consented : 


in; 
"And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, February 24, 1840. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications, viz: 


A communication from the ‘Treasury Depart- | 


ment, enclosing a communication from the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, covering a 
report frum the Register and Receiver of the Land 
Office at St. Augustine, under the law of the 26th 
May, 1830, in relation to certain Spanish claims. 
On motion of Mr. CASEY, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Pablic Lands, and ordercd to be 
printed. 

Also, a report in answer to a resolution of the 
House calling for information in relation to certain 
expenses of the Wisconsin Territory for the years 
1837, 738, and °39. On motion of Mr. J. W. 
JONES, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

A communication fur the Comm'ssioner of the 
General Land Office, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the House, adopted on the 10th instnnt, 
showing the probable quantity and value of the 
public lands of the United States, lying within the 
geographical limits of the State of Tennessee, ac- 
companied by a communication from the Secretary 
of State of the State of Teunessee. On motion of 
Mr. LINCOLN, referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Report from the First Comptroller, in compliance 
with the act of 3d March, 1809, presenting a state- 
meat of the accounts which have remained more 
than three years unsettled, and on which balances 
are due. On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHN CAMPBELL wished, before the 
States were called for resolutions, to have the 
vilege to report one from the Committee of 
tions; which was read for information, as foll 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elec¥ons be 


ference to the contested elg 
Congressional District of Pennsylvanfa, and the 
Sixth Congressional Districf of Massgthusetis. 

Mr. DAVIS of Pennsylfania obj€cted to its re- 
ception. 

Mr. RIVES said it wa 
mittee to proceed with + 
cases, without the pow 
committee is now doing nqthi 
power. j 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL m@veda suspension of the 
rules to enable him to offer the resolution. 

Mr. KEIM inquired of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elections, Mr. Campgett, if he supposed 
this resolution pave the committee power to appoint 
commissioners to take testimony. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said the committee had had 
that subject under consideration, and had come to 
the conclusion it would be better to submit the 
question to the House. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and it was carried without a di- 
vision. 

_The question then arose on the adoption of the 

resolution, whea 
_ Mr. BIDDLE said that he understood that ob- 
Jection was made to the appointment ef commis- 
sionets by the committee. Now the resolution, he 
supposed, merely authorized. the examination of 
testimony by the committee itself. He wished to 
hear the resolution read, that he might be certain 
on this point. j 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina said that the usual 
course had becn for the contesting parties to be at the trouble 


, for the waat of this 


. the 
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and expense of taking testimony under the laws of the States 
where the contested elections had been held. He objected to 
the giving this power to the committee, on account of the great 
expense that might be incurred in consequence of it. The 
committee, he said, might, under this power, send for every 
voter in the contested districts, and bring them here to testify. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked if the committee could not dele- 
gate the power to some persons in the States of Pennsylvania 
and Massachusetts, to take depositions for them. The ex- 
pense would be very considerable if ali the witneases were to 
be brought here. . 

Mr. CAMPBELL had no sort of objection to modtfying his 
resolution sv as to put in the words “and to examine witnesses 
by commission ;” and the resolution being thus modified, was 


read. 

Mr. R. GARLAND thought the modification unnecessary. 
He was on the Committee of Elections of 1837, and they were 
told by the Speaker that. the power to send for persons and 
papers gave them the whole power of taking testimony by com- 


mission. 

Mr. FILLMORE said it did scem to him that a little conside- 
ration ought to be given toa grave subject like this. It would 
be recollected thatjthe House was, in these cases, exercising judi- 
cial powera, and he believed it was not the habit ofany of our 
courts to delegate their powers. It struck him that this power 
should be exercised by the Ffouse only, and not by a commit- 
tee. He had no objection to giving the power in this particular 
instance, but it was the establishment of the precedent that he 
objected to. 

Mr. BIDDLE believed that the usual course in cases of con- 
tested elections, was for the parties themselves to name the 
commissioners. How was the committee to get their informa- 
tion, so as to make a proper designation of the commissioners? 
Would they not get their information from one of the candi- 
dates; and if so, was it not likely that the power thus exercised 
would be prejudicial to the other? Knowing the passions and 
prejudices that would be brought to bear, he was unwilling to 
give the committee this power. 

Mr. BROWN of Tennessee observed that the committee 
having entered into an examination of the Massachusetts and 
Pennsylvania cases, found that their powers were inadequate 
to the attainment of the requisite testimony, and their investi 
gations being thus suspended, they came before the House 
and asked for the necessary and ordinary power to send for 

persons and papers. We have, said Mr. B., heard enongh of 
these cases to know that we cáunot progress with them with- 
out having the facility of taking depositions, in the respective 
neighborhoods where the elections have been held. It seemed 
that one ef the principal ebjections to the giving of this power 
to the committee, of issuing commissions, was that it 
might be abused. Now, he would suggest to the House, that 
this difficulty might be removed by giving the appointment of 
the commissioners to the Speaker; for it would seem to him, 
that it would make very little difference whether they were ap- 
pointed by the Speaker or the House. Le hoped the resolu- 
tion offered by the chairman would be adopted, and that the 
House would not take any alarm at giving a power to the com- 
mittee, which had often been given before, and which never 
had been abused 

Mr. PARMENTER remarked, that one of these cases [the 
Massachusetts one,] was somewhat different from the ordinary 
cases which came before the House. The grounds taken by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, {[Mr. Binpis,] were, tuat it 
was the duty of the competitors in cases of contested 
elections, to designate the commissioners and to collect 
testimony. He would remark that in the Massa- 
chusetts case there was no competitor contesting 
the seat of the sitting member. The law of that State required 
that the Representative elected to Congress shouid have a ma- 
jority of all the votes given, and it was the people of the ninth 
election district in that State, who set forth in their petition 
that the gentleman claiming to represent them did not receive 
a majority of their votes according to law. Nowit followed, 
that if the doctrineof the gentleman from Pennsylvania was 
sustained by the House, there would be no one in that district to 
designate the commissioner, or collect the testimony. It could 
not be expected that the trouble and expense involved would 
be borne by any particular individual, 

Mr. PETRIKIN here moved the previous question, which 
was refuse’—ayes 77, noes £3. 

Mr. TOLAND then moved to postpone the resolution till to- 


morrow. 

Mr. CAMPBELLof South Carolina said it appeared from 
the testimony of gentlemen who had been long members of the 
House, that the power to send for persons and papers carried 
with it the power to appoint commissioners for taking testi- 
mony. Such was alsothe opinion of the committee; but to 
obviate objections that had been made, he had modified his reso- 
lution, so as to get the sanction of the House to the power of ap- 
pointing commisaioners. The first proposition was merely for 
the usual power of sending for persons and papers; and with- 
out this power the committee could not move one step. For 
the purpose of getting a direct vote of the House on the pro- 
position as first offered, he would withdraw the modification, 
and then the questioa would simply be on giving the comm ttee 
power to send for persons and papers. 

Mr BOND desired to know of the chairman of the commit- 
tee in whatevent they contemplated the necessity of sending 
for pereons and papers. He understood that it had not been 
usual in the case of contested elections to bring witnesses to the 
Capitol for the purpose of taking their testimony. We knew 
that, in the case of Letcher and Moore, the parties were sent 
home, andthat months elapsed before they returned with their 
testimony. We know also (said he) that, in the New Jersey 
case, the committee have sent home the parties to take testi- 
mony. Now he wanted to know what it wasin the Peansylva- 
nia and Massachusetts cases that made it necessary for the com- 
mittee to have this power. 

Mr. CAMPBELL stated that, when there were not a great 
number of witnesses to examine, 80 as not to Occupy much time 
and involve a heavy expense, it was deemed the most satisfac- 
tory course to have the witnesses examined by the committee ; 
but when, from their distance from the seat of Government, and 
the number to be examined, a more than ordinary consumption 
of time and money would be involved, it would be better to have 
their depositions taken by a commissioner appointed for that 
purpose. S 

Mr. BOND sid, that, in the estimation of some gentlemen, 
that would be considered a great number, which, in the estima- 
tion of others, would be considered a smail one. He thought 
there was no necessity for the adoption of the resolution, and 
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that it would be opening the door for a hed¥y expense to the 
Government. It would also be a departure from the established 
usage of the House. R : 

Mr. GRAHAM, after calling for the reading of the resolution, 
observed that he saw no necessity for ita passage. It would be, 
in his opinion, the setting a bad precedent, for he never was 
aware of such a power having been granted to a Committee of 
Elections. With regard to the remarks of the honotable gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. PARMENTER,] he saw no force in 
them; for, if the people of the district would not take the trot- 
ble to collectthe evidence necessary to support their petition, it 
would be considered that they did not take much interest 
in it. He thought that all the committee could or ought 
to do, was to prescribe the regulations for taking testi- 
mony, and leave the contesting parties to do it. If there 
were laws in the States where the depositions were to be taken, 
providing regulations for taking them, they could be taken un- 
der those Jaws: butif there were not, the committee had the 
power of prescribing all the necessary regulations. 

Mr. RIVES observed that it seemed that no matter in what 
shape the subject was presented here, the committee would 
have difficulties to encounter. If, said he, we ask for power to 
have depositions taken, ıt is objected to as giving the committee 
too much power. If, on the other hand, said he, we ask for au- 
thority to send for persons and papers, for the purpose of taking 
testimony here, this is also objected to for the same reasons. 
The gentleman from North Carolina {Mr. Granam] says this is 
unprecedented. The gentleman spoke without a sufficient ex- 
amination. In nine cases out often of contested elections, Mr. 
R. said, this power had been given. Why were these objections 
made? Did gentlemen desire a thorough examination into 
these contested cases? If they did, why object to giving the 
committee this power? The gentleman from North Carolina 
says that it is the duty of the people of the contested district in 
Massachusetts to furnish testimony to the House. Did they know 
what sort of testimony the House required? Did they know 
that certified copies of the po!l books were wanted to ascertain 
whether their Representative had received a majority of the 
votes according to law? But it was objected thatthe power to 
send for persons and papers would involve a very heavy ex- 

ense, and bring a vast number of persons to Washington. 

ow there might be persons here in this city by wham material 
facts might be established in re ation to these cases, and why not 
let the committee have these persons before them? But sur.- 
pose they are not in the city, why not let the committee send to 
the States for them? Were gentlemen so afraid of expense that 
they are willing to prevent justice from being done? If they were 
in favor of a fair investigation into these cases, they ought w 
give the committee power to collect testimony. They ought 
not to object to the committee having such evidence before 
them as would lead to a fair and impartial examination. The 
object of the committee was not todo any thing that they had 
not the right to do. They would not send fur persons and pa- 

ers unless the House gave them that power; and unless the 

ouse did give it to t!.em they could not proceed one step in 
their investigations, for they were now doing nothing for the 
want of it. The power had been conferred on them in the New 
Jersey case, but net in the Massachusetts and Pennsylvania 
cases. It wasa power usually given to the Committee of Elec. 
tions. Ithad not heretofore been refused, and if it was refueed 
now, it would be equivalent to saying that the House did not 
want a thorough investigation into these cases. Mr. R. con- 
cluded by moving the previous question. 

Mr. BIDDLE asked if the main question would not be on the 
motion to post the resolution till to-morrow. 

Mr. BANKS said the main question would be on the resolu- 
tion, the previous question cutting off the motion to postpone. 

Mr. BRIGGS said the previous question cuts offamendments; 
but this was notan amendment, but a motion to ne. : 

The SPEAKER said the rule applied to a motion to postpor e 
as wellas toamend; and the question, therefore, would be on 
the resolution. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee desired, before the question was 
taken, to read the law on which the practice of the House, in re- 
Jarion to this question, was founded; but was ruled to be out of 
order. 

Mr. RIVES having called for tellers, Messrs. Ramsey of 
Pennsylvania and Bricos of Massachusetts were appointed, 
acd the question on seconding the call for the previous ques- 
tion, was taken, when the tellers reported, ayes 94, noes 62. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina called for the yeas and 
nays onthe preliminary question “shall the main question te 
now taken, which were ordered; and on calling the roll re- 
sulted—yeas 124, nays 74, as fol ows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, J. Allen, H. J. Anderson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Breweter, 

Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 3- H.$But- 
ler, Bynum, John Campbell, W. B. Campbell, Carroll, Carter, 
Caser, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Connor, M. A. 
Cooper, Craig, Crockett, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John 
W. Davis Dawson, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Ear), 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Galbraith, James Garland, 
Gerry, Green, Griffin, itabersham, Hammond, Hand, J. Ha- 
tings, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, How- 
ard, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, C. Johnson, Na- 
thaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leet, Leonard, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McCleilan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, 
Medill, Miller, Mlontanya, Montgomery, Newhard, Nisbet, 
Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Pren- 
tiss, Ramsey, Rariden, Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, Edward 
Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Truman Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, haba 6 Taylor, Philip F. Tho- 
mas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Da- 
vid D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, Henry Williams, Christopher H. Wiiliams, \Sherrad 
Williams, and Worthington—124. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Barnard, Bell, Bid- 
dle, Bond, Brockway, Calhoun, Chittenden, Clark, J. Cooper, 
Crabb, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Garret Davis, Dennis, Dileu, 
Evans, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gates, Giddings, Goggin, 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves,Grinnell, Hall, W. S. Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hopkins, Hunt, James, Charles John- 
ston, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lawrence, Liocoln, 
Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, | Morgan, Calvary Morris, Ogle, 
Osborne, Palen. Pope, Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Reed, Ridg- 
way, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Stanly, oe 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triple, Trumbull, 
Peter J. Wagner, Edward D. White, John White, Thomas 
W. Williams, Lewis, Williams, and Joseph I. Willams—74- 

Mr. REED called for a div.sion of the main question, $9 ag 


ase 
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to take it frat on that part relating to the Pennsylvania case, 
aud afterwards en that part relatiug to the Massachusetts, 


vase. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, and RICE GARLAND, 
expressed their doubts whether the qnestion was divisi- 
ble; bat 

The SPEAKER deciling that it was, 

The que-tion was first taken on given the Committee power 
to send to Pennsylvania for persons and papers, and resulted— 
yeas 136, nays 50, as follews: 

VBAS—Meaers. Adams, Judsong Allen, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. 
Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, J. Campbell, W.B. Campbell, Car- 
roll, hare Chapman, Ciifford, Conner, Corwin, Craig, Crary, 
Crockett, Cross, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Edwanl Davies, John 
Davis, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Deberry, Doan, Doig, 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Fioyd, 
Galbraith, James Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Granger, 
Griffin, Hammond, Hand, William S. Hastings, John Hastings, 
Hawes. Hill of N. C. Hillen, Holleman, Hoox, Howard, Hub- 
band, Huat James, Jameson, C. Johnston, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemb! King, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, : McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Miller, Monroe, Montanya, Montgomery, Cal- 
vary Morris, Newhaid, Osborne, Palen, Parish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Ramsey, Rariden, 
Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, Saltonstall, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Simonton, Albert Smith, John 
Smith, Truman Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather. Steen- 
rod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Trumbull, Turney, Vander poel, 
David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, Hen Williama, Christopher H. Wiliams, and 
Worthington—136. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, Bond, 
Brockway, Carter, Chittenden, Clark, Coles, James Cooper, 
Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Curtis, Dawson, Dennis, Dillen, 
Dromgoele, Rice Garland, Gates, Guldings, Goode, Graham, 
Green, Grinnell, Hopkins, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, 
Lawrence, Lincoln, Mason, Mitchell, Morgan, Rayner, Ridg- 
way, Sergeant, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Underwood, Peter 
J. Wagner, Edward D. White, John White, Thomas W. Wil- 
Yams, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Wiliams—50. 

The question was then taken on the second branch of the re- 
solution, allowing the committee to send for persons and pa- 
pers in the Massachusetts case, and resulted—yeas 106, nays 56, 
as follows: 

YEAS~—Mesers. Adams, Judson Allen, H. J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, 

i Burke, William O. Butler, Calhoun, John Cambpell, 
Wiiliam B. Campbell, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, 
Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, Craig, Crockett, Dana, 
Davee, Davies, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Doan, 
Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fillmore, Fine, Floyd, 
Galbraith, Gerry, Goggin, Granger, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
William 8. Hastings, John Hastings, Hill of North Carolina, 
Hillen Holmea, Howard, Hubbard, Hunt, James, Jameson, 
J. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John Ww. ‘Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
King, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Mon- 
roe, Montanya, Montgomery, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynier, Petiikin, Pickens, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, 
Robinson, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 

Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
‘weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
sm, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Weller, Wick, Jared 
W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthington—106. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, Bell, 
Bond, Brockway, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Coles, 
James Cooper, Crabb, G. Davis, Deberry, Dennis, Dilleit, 
Vromgoole, R. Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goode, Graham, 
Green, Grinnell, Hopkins, C. Johnson, Kempshall, Lawrence, 
Lincoln, Mitchell, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Osborne, Randall, 
Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Saltonstall, Simonton, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Talia‘erro, Tillinghast, To!and, 

Triplett, Underwood, P. J. Wagner, Edward D. White, John 
White, Thos. W. Williams, L. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Sherrod Williams—56. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he had been instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to report the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That thie House will, on Thursday, at 1 oclock, 
resolve itselfinto a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to consider House bill number 18, providing for the 
issuing of Treasury notes—that it be made the special order at 
that hour, and at the same hour on each succeeding day, until 
the bill be finally disposed of, to take precedence of all other 
business. 

The SPEAKER said that the first business in order was the 
call of the States for resolutions, and that the gentleman 
from Virginia could only offer his resolution by general con- 
Bent. i 

Objection being made— 

Mr. JONES moved a suspension of the rules, to enable him 
to offer the resolution; and upon that motion, 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and nayz; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 103, nays SU, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Biddle, Blackwell, Aaron V. Brown, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Bynum, John 
Campbell, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Cliifurd, Coles, Connor, 
Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
John W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Droamgoole, Duncan, Ear!, East- 
man, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, James Garland, Gerry, Griffin, 
Hammosd, Hand, John Hastings, John Uillof N. ©. Hillen, 
Hoffman, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Law- 
rence, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCnl- 
loh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, Mediil, Miller, 
iMonroe, Montanya, Montgomery, Newhard, Parish, Parmen- 
ter, Parris, Paynter, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, E:d- 
ward Rogers, Ramuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Simter, Swear- 
ingen, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Turney, 
Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Weller, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthington—163. 

NAY@—Mesers. Alford, John W.Allen, Andrews, Bar- 
parà, „Bell, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, W. B. Campbel!, Car- 
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ter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, 
Cross, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, De- 
berry, Denms, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Gid- 
dings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, 
Grinnell, Habersham, Wm. S. Hastings, Hawes, Hunt, James, 
Charles Johnston, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, 
Lincoln, Mason, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Oa 
borne, Palen, Pope, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, 
Reed, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Tillinghast, Toland, Triptett, Trum- 
hull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Edward D. White, John 
Whie, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Sherrod Williams 
So (there not being two-thirds in favor thereof) the rules were 
not suspended. i 

The SPEAKER then called for resolutions, commencing in 
the reverse order of the States and Territories. 

In the process of this business, 

Mr. FILLMORE raised the point of order, that, under the rule, 
no member could offer more than one resolution, or one series of 
resolutions, all relating to the same subject, at one time, except 
on leave given. 

Tne SPEAKER was of opinion, he said, that that rule applied 
only tothe morning hour. 

t. EVANS suggested that the practice at the last Congress 
had been the other way. 

The SPEAKER said he would, then, conform to that 
practice. 

Mr. CASEY, on the State of Illinois being called, offered a re- 
solution providing that the time for the presentation of patitions 
and memorials be extended and continued for four days from 
and after the 25th inst. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he felt constrained to object. 

And, as the resolution, giving rise to debate, must, under the 
rule, have been laid over, 

Mr. CASEY moved a suspension of the rule. 
~ On which metion, Mr. JONES of Virginia demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. LINCOLN rose to inquire of the Cuar whether, if the 
resolution was agreed to, the effect would be to continue the 
discussion on the Cumberland road? (This subject, it will be 
recollected, came up originally in the form of a memorial.) 

The SPEAKER said he was of opinion it would. 

And the question was then taken, and decided in the negative 
—yeas 104, nays 62. 

So, there not being two-thirds, the rule was not suspended. 

In pursuance of notice heretofore given, Mr. STUART of 1- 
linois asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill granting pre- 
emption rights te actual settlers on the public lands; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RARIDEN (leave having been denied) moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule for the purpose of taking up and considering 
the resolution, heretofore offered by him, calling upon the Be- 
cretary of War for information in relation to the disburse- 
ments of Indian annuities, and the amount of salaries paid the 
agents for that purpose, &c. 

i Mr PROFFIT asked forthe yeas and nays, which were or- 
ered. 

And, after some conversation ona point of order, the ques: 
tion was taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 79, nays S6. 

So the rule was not suspended. 

On the State of Kentucky being called, 

Mr. GRAVES (leave having been denied) moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule for the purpose of taking up and considering 
the resolution offered by him the other day, proposing an in 
vestigation, by the Committee on Expenditures in the Post Of- 
fice Department, in the case of Mr. Robinson, formerly a clerk 
in that Department. 

Bat the House re'used to suspend the rule. 

It being now after 4 o’clock, Mr. REYNOLDS moved an ad. 
jourument; which motion prevailcd. 

And the Houee adjourned. 


RESOLUTIONS, 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing, by law, a line of four-horse t coaches, for carrying the 
mail twice a week on the following post roads in the State of 
Missouri, viz.—From Hannibal, on the Mississippi river, in 
Marion county, through Palmyra, the seat of justice of said 
county; through Paris, the seat of justice of Monroe county; 
Huntsville, the seat of justice of Randolph county; and Fay 
ette, the seat of justice of Howard county; to Boonville, on the 
Missouri river, the seat of justice of Cooper county: and for 
carrying the mail in two-horge coachestwice a week from Boon- 
ville, in Cooper county, through Georgetown, the seat of jus- 
tice of Pettis county; Warsaw, the seat of justice of Benton 
county; Bolivar, the seat of justice of Polk county; Spring- 
field, the seat of justice of Green county; and through the seats 
of justice of Berry and Newton counties, in Missouri; to Fay- 
etteville, the seat of justice of Washington county, in the State 
of Arkansas. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire irto the expediency of establish- 
ing a line of two-horse coaches, for carrying the mail twice a 
week on the post roads from Jefferson city, Missouri, through 
Versailles, the seat of justice of Morgan county, to Warsaw, 
the seat of justice of Benton county, in said State. 

Resoired, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting an adequate 
appro; tiation for continuing the improvement ot the Harbor at 
St Lauis, Missouri. 

On motion of Mr. JOSEPH L. WILLIAMS, ` 

Rezolred, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 
the expediency of giving circuit court jurisdiction to the Dis- 
trict Court of the United States for the District of Eastern Ten- 
nessecr, 

On motion of Mr. CROSS, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
mun-cate to this Tlouse the plan adopted, or proposed to he 
adopted, by him for the defence of the Western frontier, con- 
mencing on the Gulf of Mexico and extending to the southwest 
corner of Missouri; what forts have been erected, their location 
along or near said frontier, the number of troops at each, and 
what roads connecting with or leading to those on the frontier 
of Arkansas have been constructed, are in progress, or would 
be useful, from the interior of said State, or the Mississippi 
river, on its eastern boundary. Also, what tribes of Indians, 


4 


F 


t 
i 


| 
i 
i 


i 
j 
| 
H 


| 
| 
| 


i tion to William D. Jones, esq. for extra services while 
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andthe number of warriors belonging to each, own or inha- 
n z ile country immediately west of the said States of Missouri 
jd Arkansas, distinguishing between those removed there by 
tar Government of the United States, and such as occupied 1H 
country prior to such removal; whether there be any navigable 
sud what rivers leading to, and, in his judgment, immediate!y 
| eonnected with the defence of said frontier; and what would be 
, the probable cost of the construction and completion of the 
| toads, the repair and erection of forts, and the improvement or 
i the navigation of rivers, respectively, deemed material to carry 
into etfect the said plan of defence. 
On motion of Mr. CITAPMAN of Iowa, 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate to this 
House such information as he may be possessed! of relative to 
the causes requiring troops to guard the payments of annuities 
to Indians on the Des Moines river; whether such necessity, if 


ii it does exist, has notarisen from the fraudulent influence ex- 


| ercised by traders o er the Indian agents; and whether the fur- 
nishing troops was not requested by the agent. . 

| Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands inquire 
: into the expediency of granting land fora deaf and dumb asy- 
| lum, in the Territory of lowa. 

i _ Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate to the 
! House, whether the Iowa militia has been called out under the 
| authority of the United States; and whether an appropriation 
is necessary to enable him to defray the expense, and if so 
what probable amount. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands inquire 
into the expediency of authoriziug the Territory of Iowa to 
reclaim inundated lands for school purposes. 

On motion of Mr. DOWNING, 


tizens of the Terrritory of Florida assembled in town meetings 
: at Tallahassee and Monticello, be referred to the Committee on 
: Territories; and that they be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
į pediency of so modifying the organic laws of tha several Territo- 
ries of the United States, as to amhorize the people of each Ter- 
ritory to elect itsown Governor; and, also, to inquire and re- 
portthe best mode of regulating by law the manner in which 
all the officers of said Territories (Executive and Judicial) shall 
be chosen, 

On motion of Mr. CROSS, of Arkansas. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canalsbe in- 
structed to inquireinto the expediency of making an appropri- 
ation to continue the military road heretofore commenced from 
White river, in Izard county, Arkansas, to Fort Wayne, near 
the western boundary ofsaid State. 

On motion of Mr. CROCKETT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Brownsville, in the State of Tennessee, to 
Somerville, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL, 

hesolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs inquire 
into the expediency of providing for the payment of the staff of 
the Governor of the State of Tennessee. while engaged in orga- 
nizing and mustering the volunteers of said State, called into 
the service of the United States in the year 1938, for the Che- 
rokee service. 

On motion of Mr. A. V. BROWN, 

Whereas the state of our Indian relations renders it highly pro- 
bable that, for several years to come, the United States may 
have to rely much on the set vices of its volunteer militia, there- 

ore 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be directed 
to inquire into the propriety of increasing the pay of all volun- 
i teers, both privates and officers, who may hereafter be called 
! into the service af the United States, and that said committee 
i; haveleave to report by bill or otherwise. 

' On motion of Mr DUNCAN, 
t Rescivred, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 
: structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing compensa- 
‘onsul 
for the United Siates at Mexico, and during the absence of our 
. accredited Minister at that Court; and that his lettertoMr Dun- 
| can, one of the members ofthis House, be referred to said com- 
i 


i! Resolved, That the preamble and resolutions of sundry ci- 
| 
i 


mittee. 

‘On motion of Mr. GRAVES, 

Resolved; That the Committee on the Judiciary be instFlicted 
to inquire into the propriety of so adjusting the circuits of the 
different judges of the Supreme Court, as to equalize, as far as 
practicable, the tabors perfermed by each. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from McMinnville, Tennessee, to Smith’s, in 
said State. 

.On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed 
toinquire into the expediency of paying the claims of John 
W. Read, esq. for certain services rendered the United States. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a mail route from Hickory Level, in Talladega connty, 
to Adair’s Ferry, on Tallapoosa Abaconchy Gold Mines, in 
Randolph county, thence to the gold mines in Carroll county, 
Georgia, and thenceto Campbelltown, in said State, 

On motion of Mr.GRAVES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce te instructed 
te inquire into the propriety of making appropriations to im- 
prove the harbor at Louisville, Kentucky, and to relieve the 
commerce of the Ohioriver from the enerous burdens that are 

| imposed upon them by the Louisville and Portland canal, either 
| by deepening the main channel over the falls, or by such other 
| Means as to them shall seem expedient. 

On motion of Mr. MEDILL, ` 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office- and Post 

” Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establ:sh- 

inz a mail route frem the city of Chillicothe, through the towns 

i of Haillsville, Adelphia, and Perry, to Logan, in Hocking coun- 

ty, Ohio; and also of so changing the present route from Jack- 

| son, in Jackson county, to Nelsonville, in Athens county, as to 

; pass by McArthurstown, Judge Johnson’s corner, Star post 
{ office, and Logan, in the said county of Hocking. 

On motion of Mr. BOND, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of equalizing the salary of the 
district judge of the United States, in the State of Ohio, with 
the salaries of the district judges in the ceveral other States, - 

On mction of Mr. TAYLOR, -> 


That the Committee on the Public Landa be in- 
&tructed to inquire into the expediency of diapensin with the 
present land offices at Marietta, Stuebenville, and Woosier, in 
the State of Ohio, and attaching those districts to the Louisville 
land district, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. McCLELLAN, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of dispensing with making of pens 
for the House of Representatives; and that they also inquire 
into the expediency of retrenching the contingent expenses of 
the House generally. 

On motion of Mr. CHINN, s 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required to 
inform this House as soon as practicable, why no patenis have 
been issued to the claimants to, or purchasers of, lands in the 
St. Helena or Greensburg district, in the State of Louisiana, to- 
gether with copies of all the correspondence between the Comr 
miasioner of the General Land office and the Surveyor General 
of the United States for the State of Louisiana in relation to the 
final completion of the surveys and adjustments of land claims 
in said district; and that he also communicate copies of all in- 
structions, or letters, to the register and receiver pf said dis- 
trict, in relation to the suspension of sales of land in said dis- 
trict by private entry, with the reasons for such suspension, if 
any. Also, to communicate whether any appropriations have 
been made by Congress in the years 1836, 1537, 1838, or 1839, 
for the purpose of prosecuting or completing the surveys in 
Louisiana, and particularly in the aforesaid district, specifying 
the amount of each appropriation, and whether any portion of 
the same has been expended in making the surveys in said dis- 
trict; and, 1f 80, how much. Also, whether the Department 
have included, in the estimates for the present year submitted 
to Congress, any appropriadon for making surveys in said dis- 
trict; if so, if itis the intention of the Department to expend 
the appropriation, if it shall be made, in resurveying claims or 
Jands heretofore surveyed. 

On metion of Mr. CRABB, i 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire intothe expediency of providing by law for the ac- 
commodation of the District Court of the United States, while in 
session at the city of Tuscaloosa. 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a mail route, with a daily line of post coaches, from 
Athena, Georgia, through the valley of the Tenn-ssee river, 
and the northern counties of Mississippi, to the Mississippi 
river. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. DAVIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ciains be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of allowing the claim of J. Wilson, 
of indiana. for a horse lost in the service of the United States in 
the year 1813. 

On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire into the propriety of paying the heirs of Harriet Barnes 
the amount due him as a Revolutionary pensioner, up to th? 
time of his death. 7 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS submitted the following, which lies 


over: 

Resolved, Thata select committee of members be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the propriety and expediency of abolish- 
ing the Military Academy at West Point, and establishing a mi. 
litary school ofapplivation and l practice for the improvement of 
the officers of the army of the United States in the application 
and practice, for military purpeses, of the several branches of 
elementary and theoretic sciences involved in the art of war, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

O. motion of Mr. J. W. DAVIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esiablish- 
ing a mail route from Terre Haute to Bloomfield, Indiana, upon 
the South Louisville road. 

On motion of Mr. JAMESON, 

F Resolved, That the application of Elizabeth Young for the 
allowance of a claim of her deceased husband against the Go- 
vernment, for services rendered under the order of the Govern- 
ment in taking the number of the Cherokees in Arkansas, be 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs; of A. Hudspath, 
for a special pre emption to a certain tract of land therein men- 
tioned, to the Committee on on the Public Lands; of Tatlton 
Elllege and James White, fora grant ofa certain quantity of 
land, to the Committee on the Public Lands; of James Evans, 
Jacob Groom, and James Aleorn, for an application for depre- 
dations committed by the pe party of the Sac and Fox In- 
dians on their property in Missouri, during the late war, to the 
cominittee on Indian Affairs; of H. 8. Chalmer, in relation to 
claim on the Government, as heir of his father, for property 
purned in Washington city during the late war, to the Commit- 
ee of Claims; of Samuel Glachiez, for a special pre-emption, to 
the Committee on the Public Lands; and of Henry Underhill, 
for a special pre-emption, to the Committee on the Public 
Landa, together with the papers referring to each. 
On motion of Mr THOMAS SMITH, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Resolved, 


Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a cross mail” 


route from Lawrenceburg, Indiana, a point on the great mail 
toute fram the city of Cincinnati to Indianapolis, to Vernon, a 

oint on the mail route from the city of Madison, Indiana, to 

ndjanapolis, and at present the termmation of the Madison and 
Indianapolis railroad, including the following intermediate 
places, viz.—Aurora, Wilmington, the county seat of Dear- 
borne county; and Monshell, Versailies, the county seat of Rip- 
Jey county; and New Marion: the mail to be conveyed on said 
route three times a week, in four-horse coaches, if, in the opi- 
nion of the Postmaster General, the resources of the Depart- 
ment and the business of the country will justify it; if not, then 
in a two-horse stage coach daily. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a mail route 
from New Trenton, in Franklin county, Indiana, via Sunman’a, 
to Napoleon, in Ripley county; the mail to be carried in such 
manner as the Postmaster General shall direct. 

On motion of Mr. PROFFIT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
four-horse stage reute from Evansville, via Boonville, Petersburg, 
Washingten, to Indianapolis, in Indiana; also, from Evansville, 
via Prince, to Petersburg, Washington, to Bloomington, in Indi- 
ana; also, from Rockport, in Spencer county, via Gentryville, to 
Washington, in Davies county, Indiana; also, from Troy, in 
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Perry county, via Jasper, in Dubois county, to Washington, in 
Davies county. 
On motion of Mr. WHITE, , 
Resoived, That the Committee on the Public Lands inquire 
into the expediency of reviving the law authorizing the proprie- 


tors ar front lands, in Louisiana, to enter the back lands of the 


samef 

Mr. A. V. BROWN submitted the following, which Hes over: 
Joint resolution to amend the Constitution of the United States 

in relation to the election of President. 

Resolved bythe Senaté and House of Representatives of 
the United Slates of America in Congress assembled, two- 
thirds of both houses concurring, That the foilowing amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States be proposed to the Le- 
gislatures of the severai States, which, when ratified by the 
Legislatures of three-fourths of the States, shall be valid to all 
intents and purposes, as part of the Constitution, to wit: 

No person who shail hereafter be elected, and shall serve 


the period of four years, or any part thereof, as President of | 


the United States, shall be again elegible to that office. 

Mr. REY NOLDS submitted the following, which lies over : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Public Lands be au- 
thorized to inquire into the expediency of granting to the State 
of Illinois for the use of the public improvements in said State. 
each alternate section of the public land on which the severa 
railroads are located, er the whole of the public lands yet un- 
sold, on condition the State pay over to the General Govern- 
Ment one-third of the amount that would arise from the sale of 
the same. 

Mr. CARTER offered the following, which lies over: 

Whereas the title toa portion of the public domain or lands 
owned by the United States was derived from several of the 
States, by deeds of cession providing that such lands should be 
held as a common fund for the use and benefit of all the States 
of this Union, according to their usual respective proportions 
inthe generalcharge and expenditure, and should be faithfully 
and bona fide disbursed for that purpose, and for no other use 
or purpose whatsoever; and whenever the title to the residue of 
said domain was acquired by treaty or purchase of foreign 
States, to meet which and to extinguish Indian tive large sums 
of money have heen paid out ofthe public Treasury, which 
moneys were & part ofi the proceeds of the lands ceded by the 
said States for specific purposes, and in part were collected of 
the tax-paying citizens of the whole country: and whereas the 
national debt which we were compelled to contract on account 
of the Revolutionary war, (and for the extinguishment of which 
the States ceded their lands, reserving to themselves and the 
other S ates the residue, ) and also on account ef the late war,both 
of which were waged to assert our liberties, and to vindicate 
our honor and our right, has been fully paid and extinguished: 
and whereas it is believed that, by rigid economy in all 
branches of the public service, the customs and other sources 
of revenue, exclusive of the avails of the public lands, will 
be abundantly adequate to meet ali the necessary wants of the 
General Government: and whereas experience proves that 
whatever may be the revenue of a nation, the expenditures 
will be made to cover, if, they do not exceed, that revenue, and 
the only way to enforce a just and necessary economy is to 
prevent an accumulation of money in the Treasury beyond a 
bare sufficiency to meet the real and necessary wants of that 
Govérnment: and whereas the authorities of this Union held 
the said lands in trust for the sole useand benefit of the peo- 
ple of the States of this Confederacy, and it is the impera- 
tive duty of Congress to execute the said trust in good faith, and 
ia accordance with said written agreements and contracts, and 
to cause the proceeds of said lands to be applied for the use 
aforesaid, by dividing the same among ali the States of the 
Union upon equitable and fair principles : and whereas the 
Sal a of thatduty at the present time will enable the 

tates to foster their systems of common schools, to under- 
take, sustain, and prosecute works of internal, improvement, 
lessen the taxes upon the people, and ina variety of ways will 
promote the prosperity and happiness of the people of this 
Union: Therefore, 

Resolved, Thata select committee of one member from each 
State shall be raised, whose duty it shali be to inquire into the 
expediency and propriety of distributing the proceeds of the 
sales of the public Jands which shall hereafter accrue among 
the several States of this Union; and whether said States should 
be required, upon making such division, to apply the avails, or 
any part thereof,to any One or more objects; and whether, in 
the event that the revenue from the receipts of the customs 
and other sources shall be estimated to fall below mil- 
lions of dollars, it may be proper to supply such deficiency, 
by spesial appropriation, out of the fund arising from the sale 
of the public lands, to meet the necessary expenditures of the 
Government: Provided, in the event of a war between the 
United States and any foreign power, said distribution shall 
cease and be suspended during the continuance of such war. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved the following, which lies over one 


day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com 
municate to this House the amount agreed to be paid to the 
Caddo Indians by the treaty made with them on July 1, 1835, at 
what times and dates the said sums were paid, to whom paid 
by whom paid, and whether the Indians have received sai 
sums; if so, whether in money or merchandise; and if the lat- 
ter, what was its real value. Al-o, that he communicate all 
the correspondence in the Department relating to the payment 
of said sums, together with all the information in his possession 
connected witn the subject. And the said Secretary of War is 
also directed to communicate, in a separate report, all the docu- 
ments on file in relation to the negotiation of said treaty with 
the Caddo Indians, and the reservation therein made, the in- 
structions to the commissioners who negotiated the same, and 
all corresp *n@ence with hint or other persons in relation to said 
treaty, or the reservations therein; the rights of the Indians to 
the land wbich was occupied by them; what right or claim the 
persons in whese favor the reservations are made, have or had to 
the same; and generally all documents or information in the 
possession of the Department es to the rights or claims ef 
the said Indians; the negotiation and execution of the treaty, 
the tights of individuals who have been affected by it: the ab- 
jects of the Government in making said treaty, and any other 
auntter he may think proper connected with these objects. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, February 25, 1840. 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of a number of 
commission merchants and importers of foreign is, citi- 
zens of the United States, praying a revision of the revenue 
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laws in relation to the importation of weoen goods; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. j 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of a number of %ftizens of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying a revision of the laws re: 
lating to the sale and transfer of American vessels when abroad, 
and the adoption of measures in conjunction with other nations 
for the the suppression of the slave trade throughout the world; 
which was referred to the Committ ee on Commerce. 

Mr. B. also presented twelve memorials from citizens of the 
United States, remonstrating against the employment of blood- 
hounds, in prosecuting the war against the Seminole Indians; 
which were laid on the table. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the petition of William Rand, 
now on file, was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by KING, various petitions of Joshua Kennedy 
were referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of William P. Rathbone; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The CHAIR submitted documents in relation to the claims 
of Martin Burke, a soldier of the Revolutionary war, to a 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. STRANGE, it was ordered that the peti- 
tion of the heirs of Edward Buncombe, now on file, be referred 
to the Committee on Revoiutiouary Claims. 

On motion, it was ordered that Mr. KNIGHT be excused 
from serving on the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, and 
that the CHAIR make the appointment to supply the va- 


cancy. 

Mr. DIXON was accordingly appointed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented resolutions of the Legislature 
of the State of New York, which,were read. 

Mr. T. then addressed the Senate at considerable length on 
the resolutions;. and after a discussion, in which Messrs. 
WRIGHT, TAPPAN, and TALLMADGE, participated 

@n motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the reso! utions were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which had been referred the petition of William Barclay, and 
the petition of the heirs of Joseph Wallace, made adverse re- 
ports thereon; which were severally ordered to be printed. 

Mc. L. also, from the same committne, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of William D. Fer- 
guson; which was agreed to. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, reported a bill for the 
relief of George De Passanof Louisiana; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the Public Lands, te 
which was referred the bill for the relief of Francis Laventure, 
Ebenezer Childs, and Linus Thompson, reported the same with- 
out amendment, witha special report thereon, which was og- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committeeon Naval Affairs, re- 

orte 
P A bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry Eckford, de- 
ceased; and 

A bill for the relief of Reynell Coates and Walter R. Johnson; 
which were severally read,and ordered tv a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
was referred the petition of Francis Gehon, reported a bill for 
bis relief; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The biil for the relief of Juan Belgar; 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Marsaque; 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

The bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and the heirs or 
legai representatives of Bartholomew Butcher, Michael Butch- 
er, and Peter Bloom; and 

The bill to settle the title to pertain tracts of land in the State 
ói Arkansas; 
were severally taken up on their third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of Executive 
business, x 

Ard then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tugspay, February 25, 1840. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a message from the 
President of the United States, transmiting, in compliance with 
the resolution of the 7th instant, a report from the Secretary of 
State, on thesubject of the blockade of the ports of China by 
the British: referred to the Commitee on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communicaticn 
from the Treasury: Department, made in compliance with the 
resolution of the 10th nnan, transmitting a report from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, showing the quan- 
tity of public lands sold in each year since 1830, which have 
been ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, and thirty years in 
the market; and the quantity of public lands that remain un- 
sold that have been offered for sale for the same periods; and 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS ef Indiana, it was referred to the 
Committee on the Publie Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER announced that the immediate question be- 
fore the House, was the appeal from the decision of the Caair, 
taken by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. BELL,] that ur- 
der the 28h rule of the Honse, the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. FiLLIMORR,] who had been declared to be out of order, for 
alluding to the proceedings of, and reading resolutions adopted 
by, the Committee of Elections, in relation to the New Jersey 
contested election, could not proceed in his remarks, unless he 
be permitted to do so by the House, objection having. been 
taige to his proceeding. The appeal from this decision was 
the question before the Honse, and upon which the gentleman 
from Rhode Island, {Mr. TILLINGHAST,] was entitied to the 


floor. : 

Mr. GRAHAM asked the gentleman from Rhode Island to 
yield the floor to permit him to offer a resolution; which was 
read for information, as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States af America in Congress assembled, That 
the eum of three thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to be expended under the direction of the 4 
missioner of Public Buildings, to construct two inclined p ed 
to the Patumac Bridge, so as to facilitate the running ® ferry the 
tween the broken parts of said tridge; and, alao, to hire 


nd 
use ofa boat, andthe necessary hands to work the same, ® 
transport ail rons, pruduce, and stock, without charge P Tia 
that part of the Potomac river from which a port 
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bridge was recently removed and carried off by the ice and 

het. s 
On iias was made to itsintroduction; whereupon 

Mr. GRAHAM moved a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays on that motion, 
which wers ordered; and were—yeas 67, nays 91. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. RUSSELL said the character of the House was suffer- 
ingin the opinion of the community, in consequence of the tar- 
diness with which the business of the nation wastransacted. At 
least one hundred claims have been matured by the committees, 
andan opportunity has not been afforded them to report. "Foo 
much time was taken up in debate; and it was highly proper 
that the House should now proceed to business. Mr. R. then 
moved a resolution, setting apart a portion of the day for the 
reception of the reports of committees. 

Odjection was, however, madé to its reception. 

The SPEAKER suggested to the House that the husiness of 
the nation could be got along with moie facility if the rules 
and order of business were strictly adhered to. A great deal 
of time was consumed in motions to suspend the rules, all 10 
No purpose, 

r, RUSSELL said he was compelled, from the necessity of 
the case, to move a suspension of the rules; butthe motion was 
not admissible. - 

Mr. TILLINGHAST having claimed his right to the floor on 
the appeal, he addressed the House at some length in opposi- 
tion to the decision of the CHAIR. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said if his colleague (Mr. FILLMORE] 
had been permitted to proceed, he wou!d have been delivered 
of his epeech long before this, and with much less injury to the 
public business. He appealed to the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania (Mr. Perrrkrs) to withdraw his objection and permit his 
colleagne to proceed, and thereby save the time of the House. 

Mr. PETRIKIN declining to withdraw his objection, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved the previous question on the ap- 
peal, which was seconded, and the main question ordered; 
which main question was, “Shall the decision of the CHAIR 
stand as the judgment of the House.” 

The yeas and nays having been previously ordered on this 
question, they were taker, and were—yeas 96, nays 91. 

the decision of the Cram was affirmed, and the gentle- 
man from New York was not permitted to proceed in his re- 
marks. 

Mr. STUART moved that the House proced to the orders of 
the day. 

Mr. "Vy ANDERPOEL demanded the yeas and nays on that 
motion. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inquired of the Cnam what would 
be the business before the House, in case they 1efused to go to 
the orders of the day; and whether the subject of the morning 
hour would not go on. 

The CITAIR replied in the affirmative; and eaid that the ques- 
tion would be the motion of the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Hanp,] that his colleague (Mr. FILLMORE} have jeave to 


F Mr. GARLAND of Lou'‘siana hoped the SPEAKER would not 
give his opinion to gentlemen in advance; for when the question 
should come up he would appeal from that decision. 

Mr. STEWART then withdrew his motion t9 proceed to the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. R. GARLAND renewed it. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays, and resulted 
as followa—yeas 91, nays 110. 

8o the House refused to proceed tothe orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER said the question now betore the House was 
the motion of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Hann, } that 
his colleague (Mr. Firtmore] have leave to prucced in his re- 
marke on the subject beture the House, 

Mr. R. GARLAND. Də1 understand the Speaxsr to decide 
that the refusal of the House to proceed to the orders of the day, 
thereby continues the question before the House when the call 
for the orders of the day was made? 

The SPEAKER. That is the decision of the Cnam. 

* Mr. R. GARLAND. Then I appeal ‘rom that decision on 

the following grounds, viz: that the House having, by a majo- 

rity only, retused to proceed to dispose of the business on the 

SPgaKER’s table, and io the orders of the day, the rules setting 

apart one hour fur the consideration of reports from committees 

and resolutions previous to proceeding to said business and or- 
ders, and giving said reports and resolutions precedence during 

that time, are not thereby suspended; that can only be done by a 

vote of two-thirds, that number being necessary to give the re- 

solution, reported by the Committee of Elections, priority over 
all other business, as ıt produces a change in the order of busi- 
ness as estiblished by the rules, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved the previons question on the appeal; 
which was seconded, and the main question ordered. 

The main question was, “Shall ihe decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House?’ 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and nays on that 
question; which were ordered, and were—yeas 152, nays 13. 

So the decision of the Cuar was sustained. 

Mr. HAND then modified his motion, so as to leave it simply 
that his colleague he permitted to proceed—his former motion 
having been, “to proceed in order.” 

The question on granting leave was taken and agieed to. 

r. CAVE JOHNSON moved the following as a modifica- 
tion‘¢f his substitute for the original proposition of the com- 
mitter: 

Resklved, That the Committee of Elections be authorized to 
report to this House such papers, and such of their proceedings 
as they may desire to have printed by order of the House; and 
that they be instructed also to report forthwith which five of the 
ten individuals claiming seats from the State of New Jersey, re- 
ceived the greatest number of votes from the whole Siate for 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States at the elec- 
tion of 1838 in said State, with all the evidence of that fact in 
their possession’ Provided, That nothing herein contained shall 
be so construed as to prevent or delay the action of said com- 
mittee in taking testimony, and deciding the said case upon the 
meritaof the election. 

Mr. FILLMORE then said he returned his thanks to the 
House; buthe would not avail himeelfof the permission to 
speak, inasmuch as he could never submit that important right 
to the will of a majority. He would seek some other opportu: 
nity to give his views, when he could exercise the right to do 
80 ia virtue of the Constitution, and not by the permission of 
a majority. He would, however, so far avail himeeif of the 
opportunity affordeł him to speak, as to amend the resolution 
of Mr, Jouxson of Tennessee, by inserting the word “legal” 


` leman, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, 


before the word “votes,? and to strike out the word “forth- 
with”? 

Mr. FISHER spoke at some length on the merits of the 
question before the House, and, in the course of his remarks, 
alluded to the course the committee had pursued, in delaying 
the report. It had frequently undone at night all which it had 
done during the day. He adverted, also, to the course of the 
Opposition, in staving off the question as to who were entitled to 
seats, and the great unwillingness they evinced to give light up- 
on the subject which was new covered up in the committee. 


| Mr. F. adverted to the fact that the gentlemen claiming seats in 


virtue of the Governor’s certificates had never pretended that 
they had a majority of the votes of the people of New Jer- 
sey, but placed it on the ground that they held the certificate. 
He argued at some length to show that the vote of the people was 
better evidence to entitle to a seat on that floor than the certifi- 
cate of the Governor of a State, which might be fraudulently 
obtained. He viewed the subject in all its constitutional 
bearings, in reply to the arguments heretofore advanced to aus- 
tain the rights of the certificate members. The certificate of the 
Governor had been given in thiscase on a one-sided view of the 
poll, as was fully established by the testimony which had been 
referred by the House to the Committee of Elections. Mr. F. 


«also wished to disabuse the public mind of another thing whilst 


he was up. The certificate members, after the decision of the 
House against the certificates, raised the question that they 
were also entitled to seats, becaure those which the Governor 
refused to accredit had received two hundred and forty-three 
illegal votes, a list of which they handed in to the House, and 
had referred to the committee, accompanied by a mass of testi- 
mony in the form of depositions taken by them toestablish tho 
act. 

Now, said Mr. F. there was not a shadow of proofin the testi- 
mony to sustain the charge above; but, on the contraqy, it was 
proved that there were only twelve illegal votes, and that these 

ad been given te the gentlemen who claimed seats on the cer- 
tificates. Another allegation had been made by the same gen- 
tlemen, that the judges of election at Saddle river had robbed 
the hallot boxes of eight votes. This, toe, has been proved to 
be witheut a shadow of foundation. This would be an offence 
involving a high penalty in that State; and the party accused 
have challenged their accusers to present them to the grand 
jury, to be tried for this penal offence. But, said Mr. F. L be- 
lieve the accusers never will present the judges of election, as 
was threatened, because the charge was equally unfounded as 
the other as tothe illegal votes. 

He presented many other strong points, which went to show 
that the Meuse should act on this subject without delay; a full 
report of which will be published hereafter. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut regretted that the gentleman who 
had pregeded him bad been interrupted; and that a wider 
scope had not been allowed, to enable the members ofthe com- 
mittee to state all the facts. Te commented at large on the 
manner in which the subject had been brougi:t before the 
House. It had been usual to ask of the chairmen of commit- 
tees whether they were ready to report, orat what time it was 
thought the committees could report: but, in this case, without 
any consultation withthe chairman of the Committee of Elec- 
tions, the gentleman from Tennessee had thought proper to in- 
troduce a proposition of an extraordinary character, to compel 
the committee to report without regard to the condition of the 
bussiness before it. 

Mr. SMITH yielded to the suggestions of several members, 
and moved an adjournment. ` 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeasand nays on that motion; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 91, nays 94, as follows: 


YEAS-—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Barnard, ‘Bell, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, William O. Butier, 
Carter, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Mark 
A. Cooper, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies, Garret 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dillett, Evans, Fillmore, 
Fisher, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Henry, Hoff- 
man, Holmes, Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, 
King, Lawrence, Leet, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Mon. 
roe, Morgan, Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Feck, Pope, Proffit, Ran- 
dall, Rando'ph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, R idgway, James Ro- 
gers, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Ed- 
ward D, White, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, and Christopher IT. Williams—91. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, 
A. G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, W. B. Campbell, 
Carroll, Cnapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Crabb, Craig, 
Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis,, Doan, Dromgoole, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Galbraith, Gerry, Goggin, 
Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hill of N, C, Hol: 
Cave Johnson, 
Nath’! Jones, Join W Jones, Keim, Kemble. Leadbetter, Leo- 
nard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McCulloh, 
McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Mont 
gomery, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Ram- 
sey, Reynoids, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, Samuels, 
Shaw, Alhert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smth, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Swearingen, Taylor, Francis Thomas, 
Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, David D, Wage- 
ner, Watterson, Wick, Jared W. Williama, Henry Williams, 
and Worthington—94, 

So the House refused toadjourn. 


* Mr. SMITH resumed his remarks; and after characterizing 
the proceeding in relation to this subject as ofa most novel cha- 
racter, he thought it would have been more courteous to the 
committee to have consulted it whether it was prepared to 
make a report, before abraptly thrusting forward a resolution 
directing it to report forthwith. TIe denounced it as unprece- 
dented in legislation, andinvolved an attack on the committee, 
The resolution in effect s:if that the commitiee was incompe- 
tent to form an opinion on the testimony before it, and 
therefore, it must be reported to the House, to enable 
it to do so. It was an implied censure—it was as 
much as to say that the House had no confidence in 
the committee, IIe disapproved the decision of the House 
that the members of the committee should not refer to the con- 
dition of the business before it to show not only that it wasim- 
possible to make a report, but that it would do great injustice to 
the parties Inigating,to do so at this time. Mr. 8. betore con- 
cluding, yielded the floor to 
Mr. HOFFMAN, who moved that the House adjourn, 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON demanded the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered, and were—yeas 91, nays 80. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, February 26, 1840, 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the credentials of the Honorable 
ALEXANDER ANDERSON, elected by the Legislature of 
‘Tennessee a Senator from that State in the place othe Hon H. 
L. Waite; which were read. 

The usual oaths were administered to Mr. ANDERSON, and he 
took his seat in the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a report of 


: the Secretary of War, made in compliance with a resolution 
| of the Senate in relation to the line of military posts from the 


Tency, of denominati 


Missouri river, into the pass or passes of the Rocky Mountains 
most usually traversed to descend into the valley of the Ore- 
gon or Columbia river; which was referred to the Select Com- 
mittee on the Oregon Territory, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a joint preamble and reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of Alabama, in favor ofa cession to 
that State, on reasonable terms, of all the public lands remain- 
ing unsold within her limits, and a graduation and reduction of 
prices. Also, amemorial of the same Legislature, recommend- 
ing various amendments of the late pre-emption law, so as to 
extend its benefits to those not embraced by its provisions at 
the time of its passage; and also to extend like privileges to 
those who have since made settlements; both of which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Pubiic Lands. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of a number of 
tobacco manufacturers in the city of New York, praying that 
an increase of duty mav be imposed upon imported cigars; 
which was referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of Marcelin Tassin, 
praying the right of pre-emption to a tract of land; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. M. also presented the memoria} of Anson C. Surlls, of 
the State of Louisiana; which was referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. N 

On motion by Mr. MOUTON, the petition of Jean B. Cou: 
reau, now on file, was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of the commission- 
ers of Kent county, Michigan, praying the right of pre-emption 
toa quarter section of land in said county, to be applied to the 
erection of a court-house; which was referied to the Commit- 
tee on the Pablic Lands 

Mr. KING presented a preamble and resolutions of the Le- 
gislature ofthe State of Alabama, on the subject of the claim 
of that State against the United States, for advances for the pay 
and subsistence of certain companies of militia and volun- 
teers called into service of the United tates during the Creek 
and Seminole hostilities in 1836 and 1837; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. K. also presenteda preamble and resolutions passed by 
the Legislature ofthe S.ate of Alabama, instructing the Sena- 
tors, and requesting the Representatives of said Siate to use 
their exertions to'procure the establishment of certain mali routes 
within that State; which was referred tu the Cuwmitiee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. YOUNG, the Committee on Roads and 
Cana!s were discharged from the further consideration of the 
report of the Secretary of War, of the 27th January, in relation 
to the cost of the extension and completiun of the Cumberland 
road to Jefferson city; of resolutions of the Legislature of Mis- 
souri in iavor ef the continuation of the national road; and of 
the memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory ‘of 
lowa, in favor of an appropriation for the completion of the 
toad from Du Buque to the northern boundary of the State of 
Missouri; and that these papers be filed with the bills to which 
they relate, 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to 
which was referred ceitain memorials of the Legislative As- 
sembly of the Territory of Iowa, severally asking tor 

The improvement of certain Territorial roads; 

The construction of certain roads in said Territory; and 

The construction of a road from Burlington to Fairfield; 
made adverse reports thereon. 

Mr. MOUTON, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave 
to introducea bill for the relief of Don Carlos Dehault Delas- 
sus, late Spanish Lieutenant Governor of Baton Rouge; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave 
to introduce a bill granting to the Mississippi and Rock river 
Canal Company a portion of the public lands for the purposes 
therein mentioned; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The following resolution, submå 
CHANAN, was taken up for consid 

Resolved, That a 


ted yesterday by Mfr. Bu- 
‘atlon: 
lved, That ectcommifiee be appointed for the pur- 
pose of inquiring inthe expedi: cy of proposing to the States 
such an amendment të the Fedesh! Constitution as will secure a 
large specie basis for fhe circulgtion of the country, by proh:bit- 
ing the issue and circ§lation offank notea, and other paper cur. 
I ) ns so loy as to prevent the circulation of 
gold and silver in thefordinar$ transaciions of business, and in 
payment of the waged of labgr. , 
Mr. WEBSTER opinion that Congress, under the 
Canstitution, already, pogkessed full aud plenary powers over 
the currency, and it oflyfieeded a disposition to exercise them. 
Even if we voted in lyr of a proposition based upon this ye- 
solution, there was no} Tobability that a sufficient number of 
States would accede to ii; and by asking them for this power, 
we admit that we do not possess it at present, which would 
place us in a worse position than formerly. He, for one, Wag 
nat disposed to assist in placing Congress in sucha situation, 
Its only eflect would be to countenance the wea that the cure 
rency must remain in its present deplorable condition until we 
can improve it by this roundabout process of anapplication to 
the States for an amendment of the Constitution. Ef this was 
really so, our situation was more deplorable than he had yet 
imagined it to be. 
Mr. BUCHANAN said that, on this preliminary question, he 
should detain the Senate with but a very brief exposition of his 
views In presenting the resolution. Indeed he had not antici- 
pated any debate upon the subject, supposing that Senators 
wona nare waited until the report of the committee should 
In the first place, (said Mr. B ) no gentleman will deny the 
truth of the proposition, that it is desirable to infuse into.the 
general circulation of the country a much larger proportion of 
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gold and silver than exists at present. Every thing which we 
see and hear, and feel, around us, must convince us ali that 
this iə an object of the frat importance. On this point, 
therefore, I shall offer no argument upon the present occasion. 

What, then, is the ouly possible mode of accomplishing this 
Purpose} It ia a law of currency almost as universal in its 
operation as any law of nature, that paper and specie of the 
game denominations cannot circulate together, We all recollect 
the celebrated message sent by Mr. Burke to Mr. Pitt, in the 
year 1797 or 1798, that if he cousented to the issue of one pound 
notes, he would neversee a guinea again. The subsequent ex- 
perience of England had proved the sagacity ofthe statesman; 
and guineas and sovereigns were almost as completely ba- 
nished fiom general circulation in that kingdom, as if 
they did not esist. After a perssvering siruggle ot 
many years, led by their most distinguished statesmen of both 
the great political parues, the five pound notepolicy, originally 
advocated by the celemated Adam Smith, finally prevailed. 


One pound notes were excluded from circulation, and in the | 


course of a very few years, it was estimated that one-half of the 
currency of that country consisted of the Precious * metala. 
Their lowest bank note isnow of the denomination of about 
twenty-four dollara. They have now about halfand half of pa- 
per and specie. g f 

What is the condition of our own country in this respect? 
Can our half eagles circulate together with five dollar notea 3 
That they donot must be admitted by all. Will eagles ever 


Circulate generally in a counrty where there are ten dollar | 


notes issued in abundance to take their place? In those States 
where one dollar notes are in general circulation, it is almost 
as rare a thing to see a silver dollar as it isin other States, 
where five dollar notes circulate, to find a half eagle. 

If there ever was a question upon which there had ap- 
peared to be an unanimous, or an almost unanimous, opinien 
among our public men ofall parties, it was in regard to the 
necessity of excluding from circulation all bank notes and 
other paper currency of a less denomination then twenty 
dollars, This, all admit, ought to be effected gradualty, 
and in such a manner as to give no shock to the busi- 
ness of the country; but all agree in the ultimate object. 
It was a favorite principle with General Jackson, and had 
found equal favor with the President of the United States. My 
friend from Missouri (Mr. Banton) had presented this question 
to the Senate some years ago, and on his motion we had adopted 
an amendment, with unexampled unanimity, prohibiting the 
officers of the Government from receiving or disbursing bank 
notes of a less denomination than twenty dollars. The same 
principle had been adopted in the cslebrated currency bill, and, 
uader its provisions, aftera certain period, the notes of no bank 
which issued notes of a less denomination than twenty dollars 
were to be received in the payment of the dues to the Govern- 
ment. The Benator from Virginia [Mr. Rives} had made the 
ablest speech he had ever heard him deliver un this floor, in 
favor of the principle of excluding from circulation notes under 
twenty dollare. 

Now, sir, can human ingenuity devise any mode of accom- 

plishing thia object so much desired by all, but by an amend- 
ment ef the Constitution? If it can, I should adopt that course. 
T hold the Constitution in such reverence that I would not otier 
W amend it without absolute necessity. I would apply the 
rule of Epic peetry to its provisions—I forget the Latin quota- 
tion—and say that the power of a Divinity ought never to be in- 
voked without absolute necessity. To use the phrase of the 
Senator frem South Carolina, (Mr. CALHOUN,] L can see no 
mode under God’s heavens of accomplivhing the object but by 
amending the Constitution. If one State undertakes to make 
this reform, what is the consequence? Other States will not 
adopt it; and their five and ten dollar notes fill up the vacuum. 
Hence, in self-defence, those States which desire a reform, are 
obliged to submit to the evils of the smail note currency. There 
ie no mode of reaching it but by proposing to all the States an 
amendment te the Constitution, which willbe alike binding on 
all, 
If I concurred in opinion with the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Wesarer,] that Congress already possess the power 
of regulating the currency of the Siates, I certainly should not 
prepose such an amendment. His sentiments are peculiar 
upon the subject, and I should be glad that he would peint out 
the particular manner in which this can be accomplished. It 
is certainly not by the agency of a Bank ofthe United States; 
because, if such an institution should ever be re-established, and 
I trust it never may, you could only provide by its charter 
that it should not issue notes under twenty dollars. No man 
will contend that this would prevent the issue and circulation, 
under the authority of the States, of notes of similar denomi. 
gations. 

Who doubts the utility of such a regulation to the banks 
themselves? At present, where there is a demand for gold and 
silver for exportation, and their vaults become exhausted, they 
have no mode of replenishing them. The specie necessary for 
this purpose is not in cireulation in the country. Adopt this 
amendment, and the difficulty will at once vanish. As the 
specicies withdrawn from them, the void will be supplied by 
those drawing upon the circulation of the country for the ne- 
Ceesary amount. Let there be a general circulation of half 
specie and half paper, and the danger of suspensions of specie 
Payments will be comparatively at an end. 

ut I promised that I should not detain the Senate long, and 
1 shall not be drawn into a general discussion of the merits of 
the proposition at this stage, unless compelled to do so by the 
course ofother gentlemen. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. STRANGE, WEB- 
minou coming CANAN, (which will be given hereafier,) and 

ng to a decision on the question, the Senat a 
ceeded to the consideration of an 7 AGEE 
. THE SPECIAL ORDER. 

The resolution fromthe Select Committee on the assumption 
of the debts of the States was then taken up, and Mr. CRITTEN- 
DEN addressed the Senate at length on the subject, 

Mr. STRANGE, afer making some remarks in reply, gave 
way toa motion for adjournment, and 

e Senate adjourned, 


———————eee eee. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespar, February 2, 1840. 

The CHAIR announced that the subject before the House was 
the resolution reported from the Committee of Elections, to 
grant to that cormmittee the right to have printed such papers 
as it might deem necessary to facilitate the business before it, 
and the substitute of Mr. Cavs Jounson therefor, in the follow- 
ing words: 

esclved, That the Committee of Elections be authorized to 
report to this House such papers, and such of their proceedings 
as they may desire to have printed by order of the House; and 
that they se instructed also to report forthwith which five ofthe 
ten individuals claiming seats from the State of New Jersey, re- 
ceived the greatest number of votes from the whole State for 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States at the elec- 
tion of 1833 in said State, with all the evidence of that fact in 
their possession: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall 
be so construed as to prevent or delay the action of said com- 
mittee in taking testimony, and deciding the said case upon the 
merits of the election. 

Mr. FILLMORE proposedto amend the substi:ute, by insert- 
iog the word “legal” before the word “votes,” and tə strike eut 
the word “forthwith.” 

Mr. CHARLES JOHNSON asked the gentleman from Con- 
necticut, (Mr. Smrru,] who was entitled to the floor, to give 
way, to permit him to offer a resolution; which was read, for the 
information of the House, as follows: 

Whereas it is alleged that the CLERK of this House, without 
the authority of law, or sanction of the House of Representa- 
tives, did, on the 25th day of March, and 23d day of December 
last, make two several contracts in writing with one $. D. 
Langtree, and by which contracts sai} Langtree agreed to fur- 
nish all the stationery, and execute all the lithographing and 
copperplate engraving which should be required for the 
‘Twenty-sixth Congress, as may more fully appear by referring 
to said contracts respectively: and whereas it is alleged that, 
in pursuance of said contract or contracts, said Langtree (who 
is neither a stationer, lithographer, or engraver) has furnished 
and delivered to said Cugrk, for the use of this House, a large 
quantity of stationery, and has presented his bill for the same, 
amounting to $19,521 64, and that said stationery, particularly 
the paper, ia of an inferior quality, and is charged at prices 
equal to pis per cent. above the usual prices of stationery 
of the best quality, and by which difference of price and quality 


this Government (if said hill is allowed) would sustain a loss of ji 


more than $4,900 for the stationery already delivered; and that 
if said contracts should be sanctioned by this House, and con- 
tinued in force during the Twenty-sixth Congress, the Govern- 
ment would be subjected toa sacrifice of more than $15,000, 
arising from the employmentof another person to perform the 
duties which the CLERK himself is required to perform, by the 
resolution of this House, passed March 3, 1827, and under which 
it has been the uniform practice of the Clerks of this House 
to furnish the stationery, until the making of the contracts 
above referred to: therefore, 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House has no power or 
authority to make any prospective contract which will require 
an appropriation of moneys out or the contingent fund of this 
House, or an appropriation by Congress to satisfy the same, 
without the express authority of this House, ani that the con- 
tracts referred to in the foregoing preamble are wholly inope- 
rative and void, 2 

Resolved, nevertheless, That if the said Langtree shall (in 
writing) elect to give up and cancel the faid two contracts, 
then, and in that event, the Committee on Accounts are hereby 
authorized to audit and allow to him his bill for stationery al- 
ready delivered, and services performed under said contracts, 
subject to such deductions as ought to be made therefrom, on 
account of the quality and the prices charged therefor; and 
that said committee have power to send for persons and papere. 


Mr. SMITH said he could not yield the floor, unless it was 
the understanding of the House, that he would not forfeit it by s0 
doing. If it was the universal wish of the membets of the 
House, that the rerolution should be considered, he had no ob- 
jection to accommodate the gentleman from New York [Mr 
JOHNSON. } 

Mr. JAMES GARLAND hoped the House would consent 
to the consideration of the resolution, and that the investi- 
gation should be had. He asked it as a friend ef one of 
the contracting parties, (the CLerx.] as an act of justice to him, 
to the House, and the country, that the resolution should be 
passed, 

Objection was made to its reception; when 

Mr. SMITH said he did not believe he could yield the floor, 
without forfeiting his right to it. 

Mr. B. then occupied the floor for upwards of three 
hours in continuation of his remarks on yesterday, and in oppo- 
sition to the proposition before the House, and in commenting 
on and censuring the course which had been pursued by the 
House in reference to the New Jersey contest. 

Mr. FILLMORE modified his amendment to the resolution 
by substituting the word “lawful” for the word “legal.” 

Mr. RIVES foll+wed in reply to Mr. Smitu. He showed the 
great importance of the House acting epeedily on the question 
of who were entitled to seats from New Jersey; and to enable it 
todoso,he coniended that all the facts in possession of the 
committee should be reported forthwith. He inferred, from 
the course of the Opposition, that it was their object to shut 
out the light of truth frem the people, for the purpose of mis- 
representing the facts, and manufacturing political capital out 
of the same. 

After some remarks from Mr. WELLER, which will be here- 
after given, 

Mr. CRABB obtained the floor, and spoke in apposition to 
the proposition of Mr. Jonsson. He considered it unprece- 
dente, and very unjust to the Committee of Elections—it was 
an implied censure on the committee. Mr. C. after speaking 
a short time, moved that the Heuse adjourn. 

Mr. TAYLOR demanded the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered; and were—yeas79, nays 88. 

So the House having refused to adjourn, 

Mr. CRABB resumed his remarks for a short time, and gave 
way to 


PRICE $1 PER SESSION. 


uae FILLIMORE, who moved that the House adjourn; upon 
whic 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the pe and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeaa79, nays 76, 

The House then adjourned 


IN SENATE, : 
Tuurspay, February 27, 1840. g 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented nineteen memorials from citi- 
zenas of Pennsylvania, praying for the impomtion ofa moderate 
duty on imported silks; which were referred to the Committee 
on Finance. > , 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of two hundred and 
thirty-eight ciizens of Ohio, praying Congress to aid them in 
making asettlement in the Territory of Oregon, on Lewis river, 
and setting forth the advantages that would result from such 
settlement; which was referred to the Select Committee on the 
Oregon Territory. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented a memorial from William Blake, 
praying to he allowed to import from Canada, free of duty, a 
quantity of shot, or sprue iron; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Finance, 

Mr. SPENCE presented the petition of Thomas Fraley; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. : 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of William Connor; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claime. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Patents, reported a 
bill for the relief of Charles L. Fleischmann; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. f 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
madean adverse report on the petition of the heirsof Madam 
De Lusser; which was ordered to be printed. . 

Mr. WALL. from the Committee on the Judiclary, reported a 
bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to make an ar- 
rangement, cr compromise with any of the. sureties on bonds 
given to the United States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector 
of the customs for the port of New York; which was read, anil 
urdered to a second reading. 


Mr. IIENDERSON, in pursuance of previous notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to confirm the survey and 
location of claims for lands inthe State of Mississippi, east of 
the Pear! river, and south of the 31st degree of north latitudes 
which was read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. R 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, to which was 
referred the petition of Jacob Bauer, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. P. also from the same committee, made an unfavorable 
reportin the case of William Lefebvre. 

he resolution submitted by Mr. BUCHANAN, which was 

under consideration yesterday, was then taken up, after somè 
remarks from Messrs. CALHOUN, PRESTON, GRUNDY, 
DAVIS, HENDERSON, Clay of Alabama, ALLEN, 
STRANGE, and BUCHANAN, which will be given hereafter. 
was adopted, and the Carr appointed the following Senators 
as said committee: 

Mr. BUCHANAN, 

Mr. GRUNDY. 


$ Mr. CRITTENDEN, 


Mr. WRIGHT, 

i Mr. DAVIS, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, and 
Mr. HENDERSON, 


| THE SPECIAL ORDER. 

; The resolution from the Select Committee on the assumption 
of the debts of the States, was then taken up, and Mr. | 
| STRANGE addressed the Senate, at length, inreply to Messrs. 

| CLAY of Kentucky and CRITTENDEN, andin favor of the 


i| report. 


t 
r. HENDERSON followed, at length, in opposition to the 
report. 
| _ On motion of Mr, TALLMADGE, the subject was informally 
passed over, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, February 27, 1840. 

The CHAIR announced that the subject before the House 
was the resolution reported from the Committee of Eleetivaos, 
to grant to that committee the'right to have printed such papers - 
as it might deem necessary te facilitate the business before it, 
and the substitute of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON therefor, in the follow- 
ing words: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be authorized to 
report to this House such papers, and such of their proceedings 
as they may desire to have printed by order of the House; and 
that they be instructed also to repor: forthwith which five of the - 
ten individuals claiming seats from the State of New Jersey, re- - 
ceived the greatest number of votes from the whole State for - 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States at the elec- 
tion of 1538 in said State, with all the evidence of that fact iu 
their possession: Provided, Thatnothing herein contained sha!! 
be so construed as to prevent or delay the action of said commit- 
tee in taking testimony, and deciding the said case upon the . 
merits of the election. And the proposition of 

Mr. FILLMORE to amend the substitute, by inserting the 
the word " lawful” before the word “votes,” and tostrike out 
the word “forthwith.” 

Mr. ADAMS asked Mr. Craps (who was entitled to the floor - 
on the above proposition) to give way to al'ow him to present 
a report fiom the Select Cmmittee on the Smithsonian Be- 
quest. It wasa subject which had excited agood deal of pub- 
lic interest; and he merely wished to make the report, and have 
it printed, which would occupy but a few moments of the time 
of the House. ` 

Mr. CRABB saidif it was the universal consent of the House 
to terere Ihe Teport at that time, he had no -obje ction to give 
way forthe purpose. But objection was made. 

Mr. J. W. JOS ES also cnteavored to prevailon the aor 
man from Alabamato permit him to introduce a reso 

i ill the special order for 
proposing to make the Treasury note bill the sp h importmica 
a particular day. The zubject was one ofso moe ans K spe. 

-aa to hive called from the President of the Udit 


226 


cial measage, accompanied by & statement from the Secre 
of the Treasury, snowing the absolute necessity of immens 
action on thesubject. 
Nr. J. was here interrupted in his remarks by several mem- 
bere, who objected to the introduction of the reselution; and 
Nr. CRABB reiterated that he had no objection to give way for 
the introduction of any proposition which would meet the ge- 
nerc! approbation of the House; but objection was still persisted 


1n ir. C. then, in continuation of bis remarks of yesterday, con- 

that the sition before the Houss was not oniy un- 

ted in the legislation of Congress, but was discourteous 

to the committee of which he was a member, anda reflection 

upon it, highly cenaurable. Atthe expiration of the morning 
hour Mr. C. was interrupted in his remarks by 

Mr. BRIGGS, who cailed for the orders of the day. 

Pita SAYE] BN N, mho ya in ee the House finish- 
ness before eman e yeas 

which were ordered. ý 4 aed nays, 

Mr. MORGAN moved a call of the House. 

_ Mr. HOFFMAN demanded the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion whether there should be a call; which were ordered, and 
‘wore—yeas 39, nays 97. 

So the House refused to have a call. 

Mr. CRABB resumed his remarks, and occupied the remain- 
der ofthe day in an examination of various precedents of con- 
teated elections, to show that the course of the Committee of 
Elections, in granting time to the contestants to take testimony, 
was perfectly justified by those precedents. He alsomadea 

cation of the ceurse which the Govcrnor and Privy 
ancil of New Jersey had pursued in granting certificates 
apon the incomplete resuit of the polls presented to them. 

e had no doubt they were governed by pure and patriotic 
motives, without regaid tothe future, or to what the ultimate 
effect that decision would have upon the organization of the 

Mr. C. coneluded at four o'clock, when he offered the follow- 
ing amendment to the resolution, inthe words of the Constitu- 
uon, to be inserted after the word “votes,” “given by electors 
having the qualification requisite for the elector of the most 
numerous branch of the Legislature of said State” 

Mr. FILLMORE accepted the above asa modification of his 
amendment; when | 

Mr. MEDILL obtained the floor, and was about proceeding 
in his remarks, but, by the solicitation of several members, gave 


way to 
ae STARKWEATHER, who moved that the House 
jour. 
her TURNBY demanded the yeas and nays on that motion, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 105, nays 81; accord- 


if 
itia House then adjourned, 
y ws 
IN _SENA 
Famar, ees 1640. 

The CHAIR submitted a report from. the of the 
Treasury, in compliance with a resolution of the Se in re- 
lation to itho garment of Government drafts by the ite 
banks since the general resumption of Payments in 


1838; which was laid on the table, and erdered to be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented several Abolition petitions: the 
motions to receive which were laid on the table. 

Mr. W. also presented a remonstrance against the use of blood- 
hounds in the Florida war; which was laid on the table. 

_ Also, a petition for a Congress of Nations to adjust interna- 
Sonal difficulties; which was referred to the Committee of Fo- 
eign Relations. — 

Also, seven petitions from citizens of Philadelphia county, 
praying the restoration and continuation of the protective sys- 
l Ei were ae to wile nee Manufactures. 

& petition from He i for a pension; which was 
ank Lto the Gom mitos ron oe , 7 
J ie petition of 2 number of umbr-!la makers, i 
the imposition of a duty on imported silk umbrellas and para. 
sols; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented eight memorials from citizens 
of Philadelphia county, praying the restoration and continua- 
tion of the protective system. Mr. B took that eccasion to say, 
that when this important subject was -taken up for considera- 
tion, it could not originate in the Senate, as, by an express con- 
mitutiona! provision, all revenue bills muet originate in the 
House of Representatives. The memorials were referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. ALLEN presented three memoriais from citizens of 
Washington city, preying the renewal anê modification of the 
charter of said city; which were referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed 

os oe Ponen eend a memora) of : number of citi- 
zens ennsyivania, praying the paseage ofa general bank- 
supt law; which was refe to the Committee on the Judi. 


eiary. 

Me. B. also presented two memorials remonstrating against 

the ba ofb junds in the Florida war; which were laid on 
e. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred certain reeolutions of the Genera! Assembly 
of Oonnecticat in favor of the establishment of a national foun- 
ay ‘within that State, asked to be discharged from the further con- 

d thereof, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Mitiary Affairs; which wasagreed to. 

Mr. MOUTON presented 2 memorial of citizens of New Or- 
leans, praying a repeal of the naturalization laws; which was 
Jeid on the table, 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which was referred the memerial of Bimon Giron, made an 
adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported a bill for the organization of a company of sappers, 
miners, and pentoneers; which was read, and ordered to a 


reading. 
Mr. WHITE submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resoived, That the Secretary of War be required to famish 
copies of the reports, estimates, and plans of the following 
surveys ordered by Congress, and under the direction of 
the Bureau of Topographical Engineers: namely, of the sur. 
vey for improving the navigation of the Neenah and Wis- 
sensin rivers, the survey of the Rock river, the survey of the 
Haven of Rock river, and the survey of the pier at the north- 
ern extremity of Winnehago lake. 

The resolution reported some time since from the Committee 
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on Commerce, on the subject of allowing drawback on foreign 
coal consumed in steam vessels, was taken up, and, after some 
remarks from Messre. WRIGHT, TAPPAN, BETTS, HEN- 
DERSON, WILLIAMS, NORVELL, DAVIS, and BUCHA- 
NAN, was, on motion of the latter, postponed until! Monday 


next. 
THE SPECIAL ORDER. 

The resolution froin the Select Committee on the assumption 
of the debts ef the States was then taken up, and Mr. TALL- 
MADGE addressed the Senate at length on the subject. 

The Senate then adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frmay, February 28, 1840. 

The CHAIR announced tha: the subject before the House 
was the resolution reported from the Committee of Elections, 
to grant to that committee the right to have printed such papers 
as it might deem necessary to facilitate the business before i 
and the substitute of Mr. Cave Jonnson therefor, as inserte 
below, and the proposition of 

Mr. FILLMORE to amend the substitute, by inserting the 
word “lawful” before the word ‘‘votea,” and insert the foliow- 
ing after the word votes, viz: “given by electors having the 
qualification requisite for the electors of the most numerous 
branch of the Legistature of said State.” 

Mr. JONES of Virginia asked the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. 
Menrtz,} who was entitled to the floor on the above proposi- 
tion, to yield the floor to enable him to offer a resolution, 
which was read for the information of the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That the House will, on to-morrow, atone o’clock, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, to consider House bill No. 18, making provision for 
the issuing of Treasury notes; that it be made the special order 
at that hour, and at the eame hour on each succeeding dy, till 
the bill shall be disposed of—to take precedence of all other bu- 


sioess. 

Mr. MEDILL said, from the importance of the subject, and 
the necessity of immediate action upon it, he could not refuse 
to yield the floor, if, by any possibility he could have it again. 
Mr. M. gave way, when 

Objection was made to the reception of the resolution by 
Messrs. GRANGER, STANLY, and others. 

Mr. JONES moved a suspension of the rules, for the pur- 
pose of introducing the resolution, and demanded the yeasand 
nays; which were subsequently ordered. 

r. STANLY moved acall of the House, and on that mo- 
tion demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 62, nays 95. 

@ So the House refused to order a call. 

Mr. CASEY suggested tothe gentleman from Virginia {Mr. 
Jones] to modify the resolution so as to except Monday next, 
that being petition day. 

Mr. JONES accepted the modification. 

The question on suspending the rules was then taken and 
ecidot in the negative, (not being two-thirds)}—yeas 102, 
nays 86. 

EAS—Mesers. Adams, Alford, Judson Allen, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, S_H. Butler, W. O. Butler, Carroll, Casey, 
Clifford, Conner, Craig, Crockett, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
John W. Davie, D Doig, Duncan, Ear}, Eastman, Ely, 
Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, 
Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hillen Holleman, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hub- 
bard, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Lawrence, Leadbetter, Leet, 
Lewia, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynojds, Rives, 
Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 
Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. 
Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, 
Vanderpoel, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, and Worthington—102. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Bell, Bond, Brockway, Calhoun, 
William B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, 
James Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cross, Cushing, Davier, 
Garrit Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dillett, Edwards, 
Evans, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, 
Habersham, Hali, W. 8. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Vir- 

inia, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, 

ing, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, 
Montgomery; organ, C. Morris, Ogle, Osborne, Randall, 
Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Ruseell, Salton- 
stali, . Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 
wood, Peter J. Wagner, John White, Thomas W. Willia 
Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, C. H. Williams, an 
Sherrod Williams—86. 

Bo the rules were not suspended. 

‘Mr. MEDILL then proceeded to address the House. He did 
not see in the resolution any thing censurable; and, although it 
had not been moved by a member of the Committee of Elec- 
tions, or at the instance of a member of that Committe, he was 
not aware that any member of it was, or should have been, ta- 
ken by surprise, as had been intimated by some oi the gentle- 
men whe had preceded him. He thought there was sufficient 
reason for the introduction of the resolution,and for the greatanx- 
iety of the House to know what the committee had been about. 
Considering the circumstances under which the subject was 
committed, there should have been a report on the returns first. 
Those who had expressed so much surprise at the introduction 
of the resolution ought not to have been astonished if the pro- 

ition had come from a member of thit committee; even 
Because he believed some intimations had been given by mem- 
bers that such a course would have to be resorted to, under the 
peculiar circumstances of the case. . 

He referred to the great anxiety expressed by the Opposition 
for an early settlement of the question previous to its reference 
to the committee. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Apams] particularly contended that nothing should be done un- 
til the State of New Jersey was fully represented on that floor. 
He was now rather astonished that they were doing every thing 
in their power to prevent that Btate from having a full repre- 
sentation. If he could refer to the proceedings of the committee 
he would show conelusively that the gentlemen themselves 
were not surprised, becouse they must have anticipated 
that some movement would be made, in consequence of the 
course of the committee, He ventured to assert that 


there could not be found, in the history of contes- 
ted elections, or in the legislation of Congress, 2 pre- 
cedent for the case now before the House. There was 
none which had excited so much interest—no case where the 
Governor assumed powers derogatory to his oath, the Constitu- 
tion, and the laws; and had attempted to thurst upon Congress 
as Representatives, gentlemen who had been rejected by the 
people. Hethen went into an examination of the precedents, 
which had been cited by the gentlemen in the Opposition to 
justify the delay of the committee, and proved conclusively 
that those precedents bore no analogy to the New Jersey con- 
test. He thought if the precedents did justify a postponement, 
it was not a good reason that this committee should have taken 
on itself to delay a report to so remote a period. The 
resolution did not treat the committee with discourtesy, 
It was created by the House to investigate, and was always 
subject to such instructions as the House thought proper to 
send to it. They are compelled to regard the dictates of their 
creators, and have no right to consider it discourteous, As a 
member of a committee, he would as saon refuse to listen to 
the instruction of his constituents as to disregard those of the 


| House. He deemed it essentially necessary, in view of the cir- 


cumstances, that the House should express an opinion to the 
committee—-and there was nothing improper or insulting in it. 
There were those on the committee who would have taken the 
responsibility of introducing the resolution, if the gentleman 
from Tennessee* had not done so, because it was regard- 
ed asessentially necessary that the House should pass upon and 
give proper direction to that committee—the public voice de- 
mianded it. rae 

Mr. M. then examined the question in all its constitutional 
bearings, and contended that there was abundant proof to de- 
stroy tbe force of the certificate as primary evidence of title 
to seats. The very data upon which the certificate was granted 
showed that it was erroneous. He contended that the Gover- 
nor, in certifying who was elected, should have exhibited in the 
certificate the grounds 7 pon which he came to that conclusion; 
he should have given, in accordance with the laws of New 
Jersey, the number of votes, showing who had the majority. 
Mr. M. exhibited to the House the procecdings of the Privy 
Council, and proved thereby, conclusively, that the question of 
illegal votes was never raised before that body, as the ground 
for the rejection of the polls of Millville and South Amboy ; 
but that these districts were rejected solely on the ground that 
he Governor had no right to go behind the returns made to 

im. 

Mr. M. also provea by various precedents that it had been’ 
the immemorial usage of the Governor and Council to go behind 
the returns, and to count votes which, by some informality, had‘ 
been withheld by the returning officers. The question of illegat 
votes was not hinted atin that Council, but had been subse- 
quently raised, and was a mere pretext in justification of the 
actof the Governor, and to cover a retreat from the position 
assumed. Mr. M. asked the gentlemen of the Opposition, if 
they believed the testimony before the committee was not suf- 
ficient to prove the charges against the Governor, why it was 
they they were afraid to Jet it be exhibited to the House and 
the country? If it wasnot proof against the Governor, they 
ought to demand its publication as anactof justice to the Go- 
vernor. Mr. M. was here interrupted by 

The SPEAKER, who said the morning hour had expired, | 
and announced the order of the day. 

The Senate bills on the SpzaKeEn’s table were then twice read, 
and referred to appropriate committees. 

The SPEAKER said the hour ailotted for reports from com- ` 
Mittees and resolutions having expired, and all private bills be- 
fore the House being disposed of, he submitted to the House 
whether it is not now competent for a majority to determine 
what business the House will proceed to consider. He wished 
a decision of the House to settle its future practice under similar 
circumetances, if it should again occur. 

After a debate as to whether it was not the duty of the House 
to return to the consideration of the business of the morning 
hour, which was suspended by the announcement of the orders 
ofthe day, or whether it should not proceedto the consideration 
of the public bills, in which Messrs. CAVE JOHNSON, 
EVANS, HOLLEMAN, PETRIKIN, LINCOLN, and RUS- 
SELL, particivated, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE oblained the floor, and said, inasmuch as: 
all the private business had been disrosed of, and the rule 
setting apart this day for that kind of business had been ful- 
filled and exhausted, and as he understood the NPEAKER had 
submitteda proposition upon which the House could vote yea’ 
or nay, and for the purpose of facilitating the business of the 
country, he moved the previous question. : 

Mr. R. GARLAND here rose to a point of order, whether it 
was not the duty ofthe SPEAKER to put his own construction ot ` 
the rules, and decide, and leave it for the members to take an, 
appeal; but he was ruled out of order. 

The SPEAKER said if the previous question was sustained, 
the main question would be “Whether it was competent for a 
majority. of the House to determine what business the House 
will proceed to consider.” f : ; 

The previous question was then seconded, and the main 


question ordered. 


d 
Mr. RUSSELL demanded the yeas and nays on the main ` 
question; which were ordered, and were—yeas 107, nays €6. 
„Bo the House decided that it was competent for a majo- 
rity to determine, under the circumstances, what business they 
would consider. 
Mr. CRAIG then submitted a motion that the House proceed 
to consider the resolution from the Committee of Elections, be- 
fore the House, during the morning hour. ` 


Mr. BRIGGS moved so te amend tha proposition of Mr. 
Craia, as to substitute the bill to provide for the continuation 
of the office of the Commissioner of Pensions. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved the previous question on Mr. 
Briae’s proposition; which was seconded, and the main ques- : 
tion ordered. i 

Mr. HOLLEMAN here roseto a point of order, whether it’ 
was competent to amend the proposition with one of a different., 
nure entirely; but, at the sugggestion of several members, did 
not press it. i 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. BRIGGS, he’ 
demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 83, nays 102. 3 

Soit was rejected. 

The question then recurring on the motion of Afr. Craré, it 
was put, and the proposition was agreed to. ; W 

The House then resumed the consideration of the resolution 


¥ 


and pending amendments in relation to the New Jersey elec- 


Mr. MEDILL then resumed his remarks, and showed ton- 
clusively, by all the precedents growing out of the action of the 
Privy Council of New Jersey, that the Governor should have 


counted the votego" Millville and South Amboy. 
speech of Mr. M. will be published in a few days at length.) 


Mr. BROWN at Tennessee had heen extremely anxious i0 | 


ici in this debate; bu when be listened to the 
Len gpa Teacatibns calls for the question around him, and 
when he remembered the length of (me chat had been con- 
sumed in this discussion, not upon the merits of the New Jersey 
case, but upon a simple propesitios to paint tha: had been aut 
mitted by the chairman of the commivee, and afterwards en- 
Jareed upon by ths motion of the gentleman trom Tennessse— 
when be remembece i, he said, how much time hail been con- 
sumed in this preliminary discussien—and when he remem- 
bered, also, that four of the members of the committee had ar- 
gue! this cage fully, two on each ede, he could not but admit 
that the anxiety expreseed by gentlemen fur tak-ng tbis Queatiua 
was natural and proper. 

It was true thatthe gentleman from New York. (Mr. Fitr- 
mons, } had not conciuded his argument on thiaquestion; but he 
Temendere! that that gentleman was ance in the arena. aid 
that he touched by some private feeling.shad withdrawn from it. 
He wouid therefore say to the gentleman, tha: he had better 
teat his claima for the attention of the Hou, until the main 
question should come up, and he would then be happy to meet 
him io the list. But for the present, said Mr. B. to meet the 
earnest calls for the question that I around me; to meet 
necessities of thie House; nay, more, that we may progiees 
with the public business; [ move the previous quetion—action 
and. not debate was what the public interests now loudly call- 
ed for. 

Mr. CRABB moved a call ofthe House. : 

Mr. RICE GARLAND asked the yeas and nave; which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 72, nays 93. 

So the call was refuse}, 

Mr. MONROE moved an adjournment, but withdrew the mo- 
tion; when 

Mr. BELL moved to lay the resolution and amendments 
on the table, and asked the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which wee onle: and, being taken, were—yeas 87, 
pays 10L as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Barnard, @ell, Bid- 
die, Briggs Brockway. Cathoun, William B. Campbell, Carter, 
Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, 


Crockett, Cushing, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, De 


[This able |! 


berry, Dennis, Dillen, Etwaris, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gates, 


Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graven, 
Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Wm. 8. Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry Hi! of Va. Hoffman, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles John- 
coin. Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe. Morgan, Calvary Mor- 
ris, Ogle, Osborne, Pope, Proffi, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, 
Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonsta!l, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Slade. Truman Smith, Stan'y, Storrs, Stuart, Tilhnghaet, To- 
land, Trembu'l, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, John White, 
Thomas W. Wiiliams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wiliams, 
and Sherrod Wiliams—87. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, B-auy, Beirne, Blackweil, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, A‘bert G. Brown, Burke, Sainpeou H. Butler, Wm. O. 
Butler, Carrot, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Cotes, Conner, 
Crary. Croes. Dana. Davee, John Davis, John W Davis. Doan, 
Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine. Fisher, 
Floyd.Formaoce, J. Gariani, Hammond, Hand, Juhi astings, 
John Potlof North Carota, WNen, 1o teman, Heok, Howard, 
Mabbard. Jameson, Cave Johoaon. Nathaniel Jones, John w. 
J mes, Keim, Kemble, laatbever, Leet, Launard, Lewis, Loweil, 
J.u-ag, McC ea. MiCu loch, McKay, Mallury, Ma rohan, Ma- 
dili, Milter, Monuromery, Newhard Parish, Pormerie:, Payn- 
tor, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynokls, Rives, Edward Ro- 

ers, James Rogers, Samuela, shaw, Shepard, Aibert Smith, 

"hos. Smi h, John Sisih, Brakweath r, Seernrcd, Sumpter, 
Swearingen. Sweeny. Taylor, F. Thomas. P. F. Thoras, J. 
Thomps'n, Turney, Vainiecpoel, David D. Wagener, Watter- 
son, tai atag W. Wiliams, Heory Williams, and Wor- 
thington— . 

se the mation to lay on the table was refected, 

And the question recurring on the demand for the Previous 
question, there was a secon:i. 

And the main Quasi was ordered to bo now taken. 


Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays, which were | 
ordered. a y ys, : 


And the question bei. g first on the amendment of Mr. Fitt- 
Mong to the amendment of Mr. Cava Jouxson, which was in 
the following words: 

“Strike out the word ‘forthwith,’ and insert after the words 
pinea sumber of,’ and beloreth: word ‘votes,’ the word liw- 

al: so as to read ‘and that they be instructed also to report 
whieh five of the ten indivic'nats claiming seats from the State of 
New Jersey received the greatest nuruber of lawful votes,’ ” 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Cai whether his amend- 
Ment was divisible; if e9, he moved that the qnestion be first ia- 
ken on inserting in the resolution the werd “lawful” before the 
word “vorra.” 

Mr. BANKS szid it was not in order to move two amend- 
ments to the amendment; and therefore the question was 
indivisible, or the last amendment to insert. the word ‘awful? 
was ate out of order. 

The SPEAKER decided that the amendment was indivisible. 

Mr. FILLMORE then mod'fied the same zo as simply to 
insert the word “la » ful” before the word “votes,” 

And the question being then taken, the vote stood—yeas 96, 
mays 96—(a tie.) 

And the SPEAKER voting in the 
soed—yens 97, nays 96. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

arion zm here made to adjourn. 

yeas nays were ordered, and, being te 
yeas &, nays 167. 7 haat being kan e= 
fo the Huse refused to adjourn. 

And the question then recurring on the amendment of Mr. 
Cavers Jonsson, as amended, and which is as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be authorized to 
Feport tothia Houre such papers, and such of their proceed- 
ings, as they may desire to have printed by order of the House; 
and that they be insuucted also to report forthwith which five 
of the ten individuals claiming seata from the St te of New Jer- 
say, received the greatest number h ul votes irom i aw h 


+ 


affirmative, the vote 


iliam Cost Johnson, Kempsha!!, King, Lawrence, Lin- : 
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State for Representatives inthe Congress of the United States 
atthe elec:ion of 1838 in said State, with all the evidence of 
that fact in thelr possession: Provided, That nothing herein 
contained shall be so construed as to prevent er delay the ac- 
tion of sant committer in taking testimony, and ‘deciding 
the ean case upon ‘he merits of the election. 

Mr RICE GARLAND inquired of the Caate whether, ifthe 
amendment wae rejected, the question would not then be on the 
original resolution, aa reported from the Commiuce of Elec- 
ons 

Tto SPEAKER replied a fitrmatively. 

Anil the question was then taken on the amendment, az 
amista, aid decided in the affirmative, as ivllows— yeas 103, 
Bays 90. 

YEAS—Memrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Heirne, Blackwel:, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, A. G. Brown, Burke, S. H. Butler, W. O. Butler, 
Bynum. Carrell, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles Conner, 
Crary, Crosa, Dana, Davee, J. Davis, John W., Davis, Duan, 
Doig, Dromgooie, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Floyd, Foruance, J. Garland, Haminond, Hand, John Hastings, 
TiN of North Care‘ina, ten Holeman, Hook, Howard, 
Hubbard, Jameson, J. Johnson, Cave Johnson, N. Jones, John 
W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Newhard, Parish. Par- 
menter, Paynter. Pickena, Prentias, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rıves, 
Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Jehn 
Smith, Tho. B:nith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Sumter, Swearin- 

en, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis Thomas, P. F. Thomas, Jacob 

jompaon, Turney, Vande David DÐ. Wagener, Watter- 

son, Weller, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wiliams, Sherrod 
Williams, and Worthington— 1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Andrews, Barnard, Bell, 
Biddle, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, John Campbell, William 
B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Jas. Cooper, 
Corwin, Crabh, Crockett, Cushing, Davies, Garret Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dillett, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, 
Rice Garland, Gates, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Gran- 

er, Gravee, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Ha!l, William $S. 
astings, HWawee, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, 
James, Jenifer, Chas. Johnaton, Wm C. Johnson, Kempshalk, 
King, Lawrence, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, 
Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Pope, 
Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Rus. 
aell, Sa!tonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smi 
Stanly, Storrs, Stuart. Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Under. 
wool, P. J. Wagner, Edward D. White, John White, T. W. 
Williams, and Lewis Williama—90. $ 

So the amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 

And the question recurring on the resolution as amended, 
the yeas and navs were, by general consent, dispensed with. 

And the reeolntion. as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that, when the House adjourn, it adjourn 
to meet on Mon:lay next. ; 

Mr. CAVE JONSON demanded the yeas and nays on tha 
motion, which were ordered, and were—yeas 62, naya $3, So 
the House refured to adjonrn till Monday next. - 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, . 

The Honte then adjourned. 


Mr. CROSS of Arkansas presented the following petitions to 
the House on the Sth instant: i ot! 

Of the citizens of Hot Spring county, for a'new mail route. 
OF Captain Belknav and niher officers of the United Srates Ar- 
my. for equalizing the pay of officers of the line with that of 
saff officers, Of the citizens of Clark county, praying foran 
appropriation to improve the navigation of the Was'i:a river. 
OF James Shinautt, for the passage of a bill authorizing him to 
enter a Quarter section of land. 

m Ta 
HOUSE OF REPREESNTATIVES, 
Saterday, Februa y 29, 1840. 

Reports from onmmi'ters teng first in order, 

On mo'r no! Mr. J. W. JONES, the Commit. 
tee» of Ways and Means was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petitions of Jamas 
Thompson, Waltcr Bredley, and Henry J. Pick- 
e1inz; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the claim of Walter 
Br:diey was recommitted to the Committee of 
Ways aed Means. eee, ae eS 

Mr. BIDDLE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bil for the tetief of Baes and Lacon; 


| which was twice read, and committed. — . i 


- Mr. ATHERTON, from ihe same committee, 

reported a bill for the reiief of James W. Osborne, 
cf Baltimore; which was read twice, and com- 
thitied, Aimee xe ‘ 

Mr. LAWRENCE, frem the same committee, 
rep rted, . 

A bil! for the relief of Andrew Low, assignee 
of Low, Taylor, zni Co. of Georgia; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Allen and Co. 
and others; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel D. Wa`ker; -~ 

A bill for the relief of Zachariah Jellison; 
which bills were severally read twice, and com- 
mitted. - , 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, from the same committee, 
repoiteda biil- to provide for tbe support of the 
Military Academy for the- year 1840; which was 
twice read, and en motion of Mr. V. the bill and 
the estimates accompanying, were ordered to. be 
printed, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on thestate of the Union, | a 

~ Alse, reporied a bill for the relief of Chastillaig 
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and Ponvert; which was read tyice, and com- 
mitted. eos, 

On motion of Mr. VANDERFOEL, the same 
committee wus discharged from the farther con- 
sideration of the petition of Samuel S. Anderson, 
and it was committed to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported 

A bill for the relief of Ebenezer A. Lester; 

A bill for the relief of Nicholas Hedges; 

A biil for the relief of Richard Booker; 

A bill for the relief of John Howe; 

A bill for the relief of Joha Wilkinson's legal 
representatives; 

A bill ior the relief of Thomas W. Taylor; 

A bill for the relief. of James Coxe; : 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act for the re- 
lief of Chauncey Calhoun; 

A bill tor the relief of Gamaliel E. Smith; 

A bill for the relief. of Garrett Vliet 

A biil for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard and 
others; 
which bills were severaHy 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, reported a bill, from the same committee, 
for the relief of Ebenezer Lobdell; which was 
read twice; when 

Mr. R. moved that it be committed to the Com- 
mittee-of the Whole, and be made the order of the 


twice read, committed, 


' day for this day. 


Objection was made to.this reference, as unusaal; 
when ete 3 
On motion of Mr. DUNCAN, the question on 
this reference was taken by tellers; and it was de» 
cided in the negative—ayes 81, noes 86. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, the ‘bill was 
then made the crder of the day for to morrow, and 
bill and report ord:red to. be printed. 

Mr. R. from the same ccmmittee, made vnfa- 
vorable reports ‘on the petitions of William Brey- 
den, William Nicholas, the assignees of David 
Beard, Peter Mills, Lyman King, Stephen Arnan, 
Raymond A. Henterson, George Gale, Joel Bying- 
ton, John Kelly, Lewis Bissell, Thomay Simpgor; 
James Reynolds, Simon Green, and R. Hathaway 
and McHobbell, executor of W. A. J. Fleon 
which were severally ordered to lie on-the table and 
be printed. Se a 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, tie committee 
was discharged from the further consiceration of 
the petitions of Thomas Blanchard and William A. 
Whitebead; which were ordered to tie on the table, 
and be printed. l : 

Mr. R. frem the same committee, to which ‘had 
been referred the peli'fon cf Israel H. Baker; re. 
ported the following resolution: > 05 07m 

Resolted, That the Commities of Claims be Qis- 
charged trom the forther considera'iòn of the claim 
ot Joseph H.Baker, arising from the failure of a ti» 
tle toa lot of land purchased by him from the 
United States at the Zaresville land district in ithe 
State of Ohio, id July, 1631, and that the same be 
referred to the Sreretary of _ the Treasury, to the 
end that the parchase money may be returne ac» 
cording to the provisions of thé act‘of 12th Jamna- 
ry, 1835; which was read, and agreed to. ce 
~ ‘Mr. R. also reported the following resolution, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be diss 
charg: d from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of Charles Werner, claiming the sam of thirty 
dollars, de posited for him, by Henry. Goldsmith, in 
the Treasury of the United States, on the 16th day 
of September, but which, by mistake, was credited 
tò the said Goldsmith, and that the same be re- 
ferred to the Commissioner of Patents, under the. 
provisions of an act, entitled “An act to protect the 
progress of usefal arts, and fo repeal all ac's and 
paits ‘of acts hereafter made for the’ purpose,” 
passed July, 1836; which was read, and agreed to., 

Mr. R. also repered.a resoiution authorizing 
the Committee of Claims to appoint a clerk al the 
rate of four dollars per day, to facilitate, the busi- 
nesi of ‘said “committee; whicli was read, and 
agreed to. stig ree 28 Be es 
` Mr. BANKS, from the same committee, reported 
a bill forthe. relief of Cornelius Tiers; which was 
twice read, and commiited. ee eet 2 
Ako, an unfavorable teport on the petition of 


a’ 7 r 


Dr. Thomas ; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 


Mr. DAWSON » from the same committee, re- 


orod 
T A bill for the relief of Josiah Thompson, late 
superintendent of the Cumberland road between 
Brownsville and Wheeling; 

A bill for the relief of John Underwood; which 
were severally read and committed. 

Also, an unfavorable report on the petition of 
Horace H. Dibble; which was ordered to lie on the 
tahle, and be printed. 

Mr. HILL of North Carolina, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Bailey, survivor of Bailey and Delord; which v as 
twice read, and committed. 

Mr. H. also, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Thomas Crown; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

na GIDDINGS, from the same Committee, re- 

rt 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, jr. 

A bill for the relief of Sylvester Phelps, the heirs 
and legal representatives of Charles Landon; 

A bill for the relief of John T. Adams; 

A bill for the relief of Capt. John Downs; and 

A bill for the relief of Benj. C. Roberts; 
whioh bills were severally read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. G. also from the same committee, made un- 
favorable reports on the petitions of Archibald 
McMullen, Wheeler Randa!l, Francis Pellecier’s 
administrators, Isaac Reeland, John McIntire 
and others, Thomas Harrison, James McCutchen, 
Preston Frazier, John R. AHen, Richard J. Jones, 
and William R. Hunter; which were ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 


Mr. G. also reported a resolation discharging the 
committee from the farther consideration of the pe- 
tition of J. N. Hamlean, and referring it to the pro- 
per Department for adjustment; which was agreed 


to. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, from the same committee, 
made an unfavorable report en the petitions of S. 
Fillimore; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of New Hampshire made an 
unfavorable report on the petition of Elisha Butler; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported, with an amendment,Senate bill enti- 
tled “An milas — ee given to secure du- 
ties upon ir cargoes, employed in the 
whale fishery, and to make registers lawful papers 
for such vessels.” 

Also, Senate bill, without amendment, 
entitled “An act for the relief of John H. Jacobs.” 
which were read and committed. 

Also, reported a bill for the relief of Meigs D. 
Benjamin and Co.; 

A bill for the relief of William Wickam; 

A bill for the relief of Boggs and Thompson, and 
Robert and Thomas Hutchinson, and others; 

A bill for the relief of John M. Jacqueline; 

which were severally read twice, and committed. 
_ On motion of Mr. C, the Committee on Com- 
merce was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of John Dennis; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CURTIS gave notice that he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill to establish a sysiem of 
üniform bankrupicy throughout the United States. 

Mr. HABERSHAM, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to amend an act entitled “an act to 
remit duties on certain goods destroyed by fire in 
the late conflagration in the city of New York, in 
Dec. 1835,” passed July 7, 1838. 

Also, a bill for the relief of George Willis; 

A bill for the relief of Elliott Smith and Nathan 
whieh bill’ 
whi ills were severally read twice, and com- 
maitied : 


Mr. HABERSHAM, from the same committee, 
reported the following resolution: - 

That the map of the southern coast 
from Tyler island to Hunting island, including a 
ehart of the mouth of Savannah river, which was 
made from the surveysof Charles Wilkes, of the 
y Mates Navy, be printed ander the direction 
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of the Committee on Commerce, and that 5000 
copies be published; one hundred of which shail be 
deposited in the Navy Department. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved to amend the resolu- 
tion so as te have the map executed under the di- 
reciion of the Printer of the House. 

A debate here arose, in which Messrs. CURTIS, 
CLIFFORD, EVANS, and HABERSHAM, par- 
ticipated; when 

Mr. SMITH of Maine obtained the floor and 
said, he was opposed to the amendment and to the 
printing also, because he believed it would incur a 
useless waste of money fora thing which he con- 
sidered unnecessary. He then moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table; and on which 

Mr. BRIGGS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 69, nays 96. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The question then recurring on the motion for 
the previous quesiion, Messrs. Baiecs and Mont- 
GOMERY were appointed tellers to ascertain if there 
was a second: result—ayes 67, noes 70. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. HABERSHAM here rose to address the 
House on the resolution, but was interrupted by 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, who said, the time for 
the reception of reports having expired, he ap- 
pealed to the House to take up the bill providing 
for the continuation of the office of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions; which, he said, wou'd expire 
on Wednesday next. 

Mr. EVANS moved that the House continue to 
receive reports from committees, and moved a 
suspension of the rules for that purpose. 

e question was takea by tellers, (Messrs. 
Horrman and Ramsey acting as such,) who re- 
ported as the result, that there were—ayes 83, 
noes 59. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. CHARLES JOHNSTON of New York 
asked the consent of the House to introduce his 
resolution, published in Tuesdays paper, in rela- 
tion to the contract between Mr. Langtree and the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives for fur- 
nishing stationery, &c. 

Objection was made to its reception; when 

Mr. J. moved to suspend the rules for the pur- 


por. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and 
nays on that motion; which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 83, nays 79. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules for 
the reception of the resolution. 

Mr. J. W. JONES again asked the House to 
take up the bill for the continuance of the office of 
Commissioner of Pensions. 

Mr. TRIPLETT objected; when- 

Mr. JONES moved to suspend the rules for that 
purpose. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 131, 
nays 31. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The Heuse then took up the Senate bill to con- 
tinue the office of Commissioner of Pensions until 
the 4th of March, 1842. 

The question before the House was the amend- 
ment of Mr. Prorrit, to reduce the salary of the 
Commissioner from $3,000 to $2,500; and he de- 
manded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, who was entitled to 
the floor on the above, offered an amendment te 
the amendment of Mr. Prorrir, so as to make a 
reduction of salaries of officers of the General Go- 
vernment, pro rata, of five, ten, twelve, fifteen, 
twenty, and twenty-five per cent. according as sa- 
laries rise from $800 to $3,000. 

Mr. PROFFIT accepted the amendment; but 

The CHAIR said it was a distinct proposition, 
and could not be enteriained. 

Mr. DAVIS appealed from the decision of the 
Cuair; but the appeal was not sustained by the 
House. 

Mr. D. said that he asserted, when this subject 
was last up, that in- supporting the principle of re- 
duction, he was for striking a blow at the Eecutive 


power; for that branch of the Government had the 
employment of a large number of officers, and there 
were half a million of men looking to the Execu- 
tive for the means of supporting themselves and 
families. Mr. D. proposed to reduce the salary of 
the Commissioner of Pensions from $3,000 to $2,500, 
and asked if it was not sufficient for that officer. 
He said, n one-half of our twenty-nine States and 
Territories the judicial and other officers received 
but $2,000, and some of them less than that sum; 
and inquired if it was expecting too much from the 
heads of bureaus to perform their duties for less 
than they now receive. 

Mr. D. then spoke of the Independent Treasury, 
as proposed by the Administration; read extracts 
from the Hon. J. Bucranan’s speech upon the sub- 
ject, and commented thereon. Mr. D. yielded the 
floor to ; 

Mr. GRAVES, who moved that the House ad- 


journ. 
Mr. BANKS asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 71, nays 68. 
So the House adjourned till Monday next. 


IN SENATE 
Moxpay, March 2, 1840. 


Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Ohio, praying Congress to take measures 
for the construction of a road from the valley of 
the Ohio to the valley of the Columbia river; which 
was referred to the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of New York, praying for the enactment of a 
general bankrupt law; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a similar memorial, 


and 

Mr. WRIGHT presented two similar memori- 
als; which were severally referred to the same com- 
mittee. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of the Board 
of Underwriters of the city of New York, remon- 
strating against any alteration in the law respect- 
ing pilots; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. STURGEON presented four memorials re- 
monstrating against the use of bloodhounds in the 
Florida war; which were laid on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial of 247 citi- 
zens of Ohio, praying for the enactment of a gene- 
ral bankrupt law; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. A. also presented a memorial of 133 citi- 

zens of the Eighth Congressional District of Ohio, 
praying that the laws of the Union may be ex- 
tended over the Oregon Territory; which was re- 
ferred to the Select Committee on the Oregon Ter- 
ritory. 
Me. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of the 
United States Insurance Company, and of the In- 
surance Company of the State of Pennsylvania, 
praying to be indemnified for property seized and 
sequestrated by the Government of Hayti in 1811; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. B. also presented four memorials, remon- 
sirating against the use of bloodhounds in the Fio- 
rida war; which were laid on the tab'e. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition of citizens of 
Illinois, praying for the establishment of a post 
route; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Y. also presented a petition of citizens of 
township 34 north, range 15}east of the third 
principal meridian, praying a donation of land for 
school purposes; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of Mississippi, praying for the adjust- 
ment of claims under the Choctaw treaty, and that 
pre-emptioners may be protected; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. H. also presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Mississippi, praying for the establishment 
of a nation hospital at Vicksburg; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. ; 


Mr. H. also presented a resolution of the Legis- 
ħtore of Mississippi, in favor of the erection of a 
hght-howse between Pass Christian and Pass Mary 
Ann; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. a 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Mrs. 
Hester Hill; which was referred to the Commi.tee 
oa Peasions. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented a memorial praying 
Congress to enact a general bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a petition of 
citizens of the twelve miles square’ reserved for 
schools under the treaty of 1819 with the Chero- 
kees, praying for indemnity for the loss of their 
imprevements; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. C. also pre-ented the petition of Sarah 
Bishop, widow of Colin Bishop, which was or- 
dered to be filed with bill 91. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
tition of John Nantz and others; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred a bill to explain and amend the fifth 
seciion of an act passed the 30th day of June, 1840, 
for the better organization of the Marine Corps, re- 
potted the same without amendment, and that he 
was instracted to move its indefinite postponement, 
when it was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to provide for the better se- 
curity of the lives of passengers on board of vessels 
propelled in whole or ia part by steam, accompa- 
nied by a report. The bill was ordered to a second 
reading, and one thousand additional copies of the 
report were ordsred to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the bill for the 
more easy collection of small bank notes within the 
District of Colombia; 

The bill for the collection of bank notes of and 
ander the denomination of twenty dollars, issued by 
banks within the District of Colambia; and 

The bill to regulate the issuing and circulating of 
bank paper in the District of Columbia; 
were made the order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered, and agreed to: 

Resolsed, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 
on the pension roll the name of John McClanahan 
of Misaouri, who served in the regular army of the 
United States, and was wounded in the battle 
when Gen. St. Clair was defeated by the Indians 
in the Northwest. 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. LUMPKIN submitied the following resolu- 
tion for the consideration of the Senate : 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
fives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
semblez, That the President of the Senate and Speak- 
er of the House of Representatives do adjourn 
tyeir respective Houses, sine die, on Monday the 
day of May nex'. 

Mr. L. said he had been induced to call the at- 
tention of the Senate to this subject, from a sense of 
duty to bis country and his constituents, arising 
from his own refiection, and without consultation 
witb any one whatever. He indulged the hope 
that the satject would receive that early and re 
spectful consiJeration from the Senate which its 
magnitade and importance demand. 

He would see to it, that it should not be consi- 
deed a trivial or unimportant subject. It was 
known to every one, that the sessions of Congress 
are becoming more and more protracted; and in 
direct proportion to their increase and duration, we 
find the jegitimate business of legislation over- 
looked and neglected. 

Sir, said Mr. L. we have now heen three monihs 
in session; and what have we done, and what are 
we doing? Why, instead of doing the business of 
the people and the county, we are engaged in do- 
ing many things which voght not to be done, and 
things which delicacy forbids my naming here. 

The atten ion of the people is diverted from the pal- 
pable remissness of their representatives in Congress, 
by being daily supplied during our long sessions, with 
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innumerable book speeches, manufactered for the 
current market of the public ear—speecches that 
contain every thing, except pertinent remarks on 
the sabject upon which they are made. 

Sir, (said Mr. L.) I am fully impressed with a 
sense of the delicacy of the subject of dwelling up- 
on the evils of long Congressional speeches. But, 
sir, this is the true cause of the extension ef our 
Congressional sessions, and, in my opinion,without 
any adequate benefit to the country. Sir, if we 
would, from this day forward, take Washington, 
Franklin, and Jefferson, for our models in speech 
making, and turn our attentions earnestly and de- 


liberately to our duties of legislation in the true |, 
| spirit of the founders of our glorious institations, | 
{| we shoald find plenty of time, between this and 


June, as contemplated by the proposed resolution, 
to do all the necessary business of the country, and 
return to our respective abodes, leaving the coun- 
try and the public mind in quiet and peace from 
our ceaseless strifes, originated in the halls of legis- 


igtion. 

If Jobn Randolph of Roanoake could speak 
from the dead, would he not tell you that 
you had been feeding long enough out of 
the public crib—that it was time for you to be at 
home, feeding out of your own cribs? Look out 
at your windows, sir. Do you not see the green 
grass? Do you not see the buds shooting forth? Do 
you not hear the birds siog? All natare seems to 
unite in admcnishing us to duty and indastry. 
The public service is already suffering for the want 
of a prompt and efficient discharge of our repre- 
sentative duties. After time for due reflection, 
sir, I shall again call up this subject for the action 
of the Senate, and I shall not abandon the ground 
which I have taken. 

The resolution then being read by the Secretary 
of the Senate, 

Mr. WEBSTER said he coincided with the Se- 
nator frem Georgia, that the protracted sessions of 
Con wasa great and growing evil; and he 
would assure that genileman of his hearty support 
of any measure that would have a tendency to re- 
medy it. 

Mr LUMPKIN returned his thanks to the Sena- 
tor from Massachasetts, and assured him that upoa 
this subject he was not influenced by party consi- 
derations, but was ready to unite with Senators 
from both sides of the Senate, in forming a party 
that would do the business of the country, and go 
heme at the earliest practicable day. 

š DRAWBACK ON FOREIGN COAL. 

The resolution reported some days since by the 
Committee on Commerce, in favor of allowing a 
drawback on foreign coal consumed in steam 
packets, was taken up for consideration, and was 
advocated by Messrs. WRIGHT and DAVIS, and 
opposed by Messrs. BUCHANAN, CLAYTON, 
and PHELPS; when, 

On motion-of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, it was 
laid on the table—ayes 26, noes 16. 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, March 24, 1840. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana, from the Select Com- 
mittee on Printing, said he bad been instructed to 
ask further time to report. The chairman [Mr. 
Brack] had been calied home on account of the in- 
disposilion of his famiiy. The committee had 
finished taking testimony, but it was desirous that 
the charman should be present, and that a report 
should be postponed until his return, which would 
be on, or about, the 16th of the month. The mo- 
tion for further time had met the unanimous con- 
sent of the committee. 


Mr. R. GARLAND said the committee had 
gone on to take a great deal of testimony, upon 
which a difference of opinion would arise, and it 
was desirable that the chairman should be present 
before the report could be made. 


After some further conversation as to the ex- 
pediency of the extension of time, in which Messrs. 
LEWIS WILLIAMS, R. GARLAND, DAVIS 
of Indiana, W. C. JOHNSON, COOPER of Geor- 
gia, EVANS, and ADAMS, participated, 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved that the time for 


the committee to report be extended. antil the six- 
teenth of March. ; 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved the 10th af March. 

_ The question was then taken on the longest pe- 
riod first, and it was agreed to. 

The CHAIR announced that the question first 
in order was the motion of Mr. Cassy to refer the 
memorial of the National Road Convention, held at 
Terre Haute, Indiana, to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, with instructions to report. a bill ap- 
propriating $150,000 to each of the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois, to be expended on the Cum» 


| berland road. 


The substitute of Mr. Picxrns for said instruo- 
tions, as follows: 

“And that the memorial be committed to the 
| Committee of Ways and Means, with instructions 
` to consider the expediency of reporting a bill in fa- 
; wor of the measure.” 
| And Mr. Marvin’s amendment to the original 
| Proposition, and substitute for Mr. Picxxwa'’s 
amendment, as follows: 

“And that the Committee of Ways and Means 

be instructed to report bills in accordance with the 
estimates contained in the reports from the Chief 
Engineer, and the Chief of the Topographical En- 
gineers, to the Secretary of War, and communi- 
cated to Congress by the President, making appro- 
priations for the year 1840, for the continuation of 
the construction or improvements of harbors and 
roads, and the navigation of rivers, for which ap- 
propriations have been heretofore made.” 
_ Mr. LINCOLN objected that this being a day 
assigncd by the rules of the House for the presen- 
tation of petitions, it was not in order to give pre- 
cedence to the continuance of the debate on a peti- 
tion formerly presented, over a call of the States for 
the presentation of petitions. ` i 

The SPEAKER decided that the petition having 
been taken up on a motion, on a preceding petition 
day, had precedence. 

Mr. LINCOLN contended that the Srzaxzn had 
paer a wrong construction upon the rule. The 

fty-fourth rule was imperative on this subject: it 
| says thatpetitions presented shall not be debated on 


the day of their being presented, nor on any day 
assigned by the House for the receipt of petitions 
after the first thirty days of the sersion. There was 
| but one day in a fortnight set apart for the recep- 
tion of petitions, and if the construction given by 
the Sreaxzr shou'd obtain, it would be im 
sible to present any petitions. lt would abelish 
the right of pie at the door—ibey would 
be entirely excluded.. The language of the yole 
was clear and explicit; and the unitorm construc- 
tion given to it by the predecessor of the present 
Srxaxer, was, that petitions laid over under debate; 
could not be taken up on the day set apart by the 
rule for the reception of petitions. If fe had an- 
ticipated such construction, he could have armed 
himself with precedents in justification of his 
opinion, and in opposition to the present construc- 
tion. He therefore most respectfully appealed 
from the decision of the Crain. . 

Mr. ADAMS concurred with the opinion 
pressed by Mr. Lincoun. In view of the difficul> 
lies ihrown in the way of the presentation of peti- 
tions at former sessions, by a similar construction 
of the rule, he had subsequently, when these rales 
were under revision, introduced the present one to 
avoid these difficulties. If the cons'ruction of the 
Spxaxxr be sustained, it would be impossible te 
get in petitions at all. He hadsome fifly or sixty 
which would not cause debate, un various subjects, 
which he would like to present, and have referred 
to appropriate committees, 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman seemed to 
misapprehend his opinion. He did not say that 
petitions presented after the expiration of the first 
thirty days, which were laid over under debate, 
would come up as a matter of course on the nest 

tition day. It would not come up unless the 
Howe expressly ordered it. The House took up 
the petition on the last petition day, and debated it; 
and it was in consequence of this decision of the 
House that this subject comes up as the unfinished 
business of the last petition day. : 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved the previous 
question on the appeal; which was seconded, and 


the main question ordered; which main question 
was, “Shall the decision of the Cmair stand as the 

dgment of the House?” , 

Mr. LINCOLN demanded the yeas and nays ör 
the main question; which were ordered. : 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired of the Cxair whether, if 
the subject was laid over to-day, it could be taken 
up again, except by a vote of two-thirds. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that it would re- 
quire a vote of two-thirds to take it up again. 
” The question was then taken, and the decision 
of the Cmar was sustained—yeas 120, nays 61. 

Mr. BELL, who was entitledjto the floor, resumed 
his remarks, and spoke at some length on the sub- 
fect before the House. Mr. B. said that the Pre- 
sident of the United States had expressed himself 
to the effect that he would not consider it expe- 
dient to veto any bill for this purpose, and referred 


to aletter in the Globe from three members of the | 


House in relationte the Cumberland read. He 
understood it to be called forth, with a view to as- 
certain whether the Administration was opposed 
tothe road; and if so, to have some evidence on 
which its hostility was predicated. He said, as the 
Secretary of the Treasury had placed the omis- 
sicn of an appropriation tor this road upon the 
Yround of the depletion of the Treasury, that they 
shou'd retrench their own expenditures—that the 
starting point was the House of Representatives. 
©” Mr. B. referred to several speeches which had 
been made by members of the Administration on 
the subject of the road, and said that in some por- 
tions of the country the Democracy oppcsed the 
Measure; and in others, fustained it. Mr. B. said 
it might be asked of him, if he was friendly to m- 
ternal improvements, why ‘he opposed them? It 
was on the ground of inexpediency, as he had 
stated ten years ago—because there was no sys- 
tem in-relation to them. People in the State of 
Tennessee denounced him as a Federalist—as an 
aristocrat—not because he voted for them, but be- 
cause he associated with gentlemen here who did. 
Mr. B. referred to General Jackson’s veto of the 
Maysville road bill, and said the ex-President had 
only postponed the system of internal improvements 
until the national debt should be paid off; and that 
Mr. Van Baren had never, directly or indirectly, 
deniéd the power to appropriate money for that 
purpose. Jefferson, Madison, Washington, Mon- 
roe, the elder Adams, and Jackson, and the present 
President, all admitted the constitut‘onality of the 
power. Mr. B. concluded his remarks by a refet- 
ence to the Florida and Creek “wars, &c. when 


Mr. CASEY rose, and offered the following mo- 
ification of his resolution: 
“That the petition be referred to the Committee 
oa Ways-and Means, with instructions to report a 
bill making a.reasonable appropriation for the con- 
tinuation of the National road in the States of Obio, 
Indiana, and Illinois, for the year 1840, to be. ex- 
pended under the direction of the War Department, 
said appropriation to be subject to all the restric- 
tions and conditions of former appropriations on 
said road.” . 
-` Mr. CASEY observed that the object of the mo- 
dification was, that the committee shoald act at 
their own discretion with regard to the amount of 
the appropriation they shou!d report. He probably 
owed tothe committee an apology for having pro- 
to instruct them at all. Bat he was led to 
ádopt that course, because he was certain that with- 
oat instructions, no report in relation to this subject 
‘would evercome fram the committee. This was 
all that he wanted to say. Now, as the way for the 
Yeeeption of petitions was blocked up by this dis- 
eussion, and as a great many gentlemen were 
anxious to present petitions, himself among the 
number, and as this discussion, which ought not to 
have occupied a week, had taken a very wide and 
unnecessary range, he would conclude by moving 
the previous question. 
- Mr. CRABB moved a call of the House; which 
was ordered, when 
Mr. COLES moved an adjournment; which was 
decided (the count having been by tellers, Messrs. 
Buices of Massachuseits, and Jonnson of Tennes- 
gee) it the affirmative—ayes 86, noes 57; and 
The House adjourned. 
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Upon the several questions growing out of the re- 
solution of the Committee of Elections and the 
amendments thereto, on Friday, Mr. Smits of 
Maine, and Mr. Arten of Ohio, who would have 
voted on opposite sides, were absent by arrange- 
ment. - ' 


IN SENATE, 
- Tuespay, March 3, 1840. - £ 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of the State of Michigan, praying an 
appropriation for the erection of a light-house, and 
the improvement of the barbor at Belvidere, on 
Lake St. Clair; which was referred to the Commit- 

tee on Commerce. 
` Mr. N. also presented the ‘memorial of the Le- 
gislative Assembly of Wisconsin, for an appro- 
priation for a road from Platville to the Mississip- 
pi river, and a grant of the alternate sections of 


public land on said road; which was referred to the | 


Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. N. also presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislative Assembly of Wisconsin, for an appropri- 
ation for the sarvey of a railroad from Lake Mi- 
chigan to the Mississippi river; which was referred 


| to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


Mr. PORTER presented the petition of John 


| Hadley; which was reterred to the Committee on 


Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama prevented the petition 
of the heirs and legal representatives of John 
Forbes, which was referred to the Committee oa 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. LINN submitted documents in relation to 
the claim cf John McClenahan, a soldier of the 
Revolution; which was referred to the Commitiee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
John Thomas, praying a pension; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Pensions. | 

Mr. HENDREON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill for the relief of the 
Eagle Railroad and Lumber Company; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to eon- 
firm the title to an istand in the river Apalachicola, 


to the heirs and legal representatives of John | 


tions of his speech on the Independent Treasury 

bill, as to its effect on the wages of labor, which 

appeared in the published speech of Mr. Davis. 
COMMISSIONER OF PENSIONS. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives by their CLERK, announcing that they 
had passed the bill to revive and continue in force 
the office of Commissioner of Pensions, with an 
amendment. [The amendment was the reduction 


: of the salary of the Commissioner, from $3,000 to 


$2,500 per annum. ] ; 
Mr. HUBBARD said, that as it would require 


' but a few moments to dispose of the bil), he hoped 


Forbes, deceased; which was read twice, and re- ` 


ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE SENATE. 


The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Lumpsin, in relation to the adjournment of the Se- | 


Nate, coming up in its order, 

‘Mr. LUMPKIN said he did nct wish that the 
stbject should be taken up for consideration Row, 
and therefore moved that it be laid øn the table for 
the present, thoagh he should take care it should 
not lie there long. ks ; 

Mr. GRUNDY had bnt a word to say on this 
subject at present, and that was, that when the Se- 
nator intends to call up the resolution, he would 
give a day or two notice, so that the Senators might 
be in their places. 

Mr. LUMPKIN then gave notice that he would 
cail it up on Monday next. 7 

` ORDERS OF THE DAY. . 
. The bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama 
the two per cent. fund reserved by the act for her 
admission into the Union, to be applied to the 
making of a road or roads leading to said State, 
was taken up. and, after being debated by Messrs. 
WHITE, CLAY of Alabama, NORVELL, KING, 
SMITH of Indiana, HUBBARD, LUMPKIN, 
and GRUNDY, was, on motion of Mr. G. post- 
poned until to-morrow. 
THE SPECIAL ORDER. 

- The resolutions of the Select Commiltee on the 
assumption by the Federal Government of the debts 
of the States was taken up, and Mr. FULTON ad- 
dressed the Senate at length in favor of the princi- 
ples of the report. . 

Mr. WEBSTER made some remarks on the 
speech of Mr. Catuoon, in relation to the effect of 
a protective tariff on the exports and manufactures 
of the country; which were replied to by Mr. CAL- 
HOUN. 

Mr. BUCHANAN then submitted some re- 
marks in relation to certain alleged misrepresenta- 


ve 


| reduced his compensation one-sixth. 
: possible for Mr. Edwards, or any other man, to 
: perform. the duties of the office as prescribed by the 


' of course he had no control over it. 


that by general consent it would be now consi- 
dered. 

Neo objection being made, 

Mr. HUBBARD said as it was very important 
that the bill should be passed this evening, he 
hoped that the amendment of the House wouid be 
concurred in. 

Mr. SOUTHARD said he hoped the Senate 


i} would not concur. The bill, by its provisions, had 


greatly increased the duties of the office, while it 
It was im- 


4th seetion of the bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD would only say that if this bill 
was not passed to-night, the Pension Office would 
be closed to-morrow. The office of the Commis- 
sioner expired hy limitation this evening, and the 
Secretary of War would be const:ained to issue 
his order, commanding its close, te morrow. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN objected to the further con- 
sideration of the bill at this time, if there was to be 
any debate on it, and it was laid on the tadle. 

Mr. DAVIS then replied to Mr. Bucnanan, and 
after some further remarks between these genile- 
men, 

On motion by Mr. GRUNDY, the report of the 
Select Committee was informally passed over. 

Mr. WRIGHT then moved that the Senate 
take up the bill to continue the Pension Cfice, 
and hoped that the bill might be permitted to pass 
withont debate. 

Mr. SOUTHARD said the bill mnst excite de- 
bate. 

Mr. WRIGHT. As the Senator says the bill 
must excite debate, I withdraw my motion. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, March 3, 1840. 
- The first business in order was the following re- 
solution offered on Saturday last by Mr. Haser- 


sHam, from the Committee on Commerce: 

Resolved, That the map of the southern coast from Tybee 
island to Hunting island, including a chart of the mouth of Sa- 
vannah river, which was made from the surveys of Charles 
Wilkes of the United States navy, be printed under the direction 
of the Committee on Commerce, and that 5,000 copies be pub- 
lished, one hundred of which shall be deposited in the Navy 
Department. 

Mr, CLIFFORD moved to amend the resolution, 
by striking out all after the word resolved, and in- 
setting, ; 

That a map of the southern coast from Tybee island the Hunt- 
ing island, including a chart of the mouth of the Savannah 
river, which was made upon the survey of Charles Wilkes, of 
the United States navy, be lithographed by order of this House, 
under the superintendence of the Tepographical Bureau,and that 
4,000 copies be published, 200 of which shall be deposited ia the 


| Navy Department for the use of the navy, md 200 in the Libra- 
| ry of Congress for safe keeping. 


Mr. HABERSHAM said that he had no power 
to accept of the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Maine, because the resolution had been 
reported from the Committee on Commerce, and 
It was, how- 
ever, of no importance to him in what manner, or 
under whose direction, the chart was published, so 
that it was done in the cheapest form. When the 
subject came before the committee, it was deemed, 


' in these economical times, impossible to let it pass 
: without some attempt to have the work done in the 


cheapest possible way. And on inquiry, the com- 


' mittee discovered that a great saving might be 


effected, if the House wonld agree to the plan sug- 
gested. As, however, the publication of the chart 
required great accuracy, he was, on reflection, in 
favor of having it superiniended by the Topogra- 
phical Bureau; “Mr. H. then adverted ‘to-the ob- 
jections made on Saturday by the gentleman from 


‘Maine, (Mr. Smrra,] and gave a long statement of 
the exports and imports of Maine and Georgia, 
with a view of showing the advantage that would 
arise from the publication of the map, 1n preventing 
the wreck of vessels, &c. 
Mr. SMITH of Maine rising to reply, : 
Mr. CURTIS, afier adverting to what appeared 
to him an unnecessary waste of time in this debate, 
proposed that if Mr. Smira would withdraw his 
‘amendment, he would give him permission to mo- 
‘dify the original resolution, so as to have the map 
published under the direction of the CLerk of the 
House. . à W 
Mr. CLIFFORD accordingly withdrew his 
amendment, and the original resolution was modi- 
fied as suggested. . 
Mr. CURTIS then moved the previous question, 
bat subsequently withdrew it at the request of 
Mr. SMITH, who wished to say a few words 
en the subject before the question was taken. _Mr. 
"8, then observed, that when he came into the 
‘House this morning, he found the gentleman from 
‘Georgia [Mr. Hatersxam] in full blast. He was 
‘not aware what course his argument had taken in 
the early part of the speech, but the latter part 
seemed wholly direc'ed against him, (Mr. S.) and 
was intended to hold him up. to the country as 
acting in opposition to the interests of his constitu- 
ents, by opposing the publication of this map. He 
could not say by what code of ethics, or principles 
of policy, the gentleman from Georgia was go- 
-verned in his conduct here. He did not know 
whether, when the interests of Georgia were con- 
_cerned, the gentleman always went for those inte- 
res's, regardless of the interest of the General Go- 
vernment and the whole country; but if he did so, 
he was governed by very different motives from 
“those which guided him, (Mr. 8S.) He was willing 
io admit that the publication of the map might be 
of the smallest amount of importance to his con- 
stituents; but he was governed by higher motives 
than the mere local interests of his State. He 
had a public duty to perform to the country at 
‘large, and when he took his seat here, he did it with 
a firm determination to go for retrenchment. He 
was determined to. stop every little stream. which 
was issuing (rom the Treasury unnecessarily, and 


. he would assure gentlemen that he was not to be . 


deterred from that course, whenever, in his opi- 
nion, an appropriation required was not absolately 
necessary. as 
_ Besides, he would ask, was this map a matter of 
-pressing importance? Must the apprepriation be 
made forthwith, now it was alledged the Treasury 
-was bankrupt? And must we-go and borrow mo- 
ney for the publication of this map? In his opi- 
nion, it was not a subject of pressing importance, 
„and the publication would do, as well a year hence 
„as how, notwithstanding all the gentleman from 
_ Georgia had said. He could not believe thata single 
vessel would. be lost, either from Maine, or New 
_ England, for want of the map. He did not believe 
that the gentleman had ever found at the mouth of 
_the Savannah river the wreck of a single vessel 
from Maine; neither did he believe that the mouth 
of that river would be blockaded up by the failure 
of publishing the map. Mr. S. concluded by ob- 
serving that he would ever act on the great princi- 
ple of opposing every appropriation not strictly re- 
quired by the wants of the community; and he 
called upon. those gentlemen who had preached so 
leadly about retrenchment, to come up and vote 
against this resolution. Mr. S. then ‘renewed the 
-motion for the previous question, which was 
seconded. > 
i The main question was then ordered, being on 
the adoption of the resolution as amended; and 
. the yeas and nays being ordered, the resolution was 
rejected—yeas 84, nays 95—as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Judson Allen, John W. 
Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Banks, Barnard, Bell, Brewster, 
- Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Carroll, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden. 
Clark, Clifford, Corwin, Srockett, Curtis, Davee, Edward 
Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Dennis, Edwarde, Evans, 
Fletcher, Rice Garland, Gates, Giddings, Granger, Grinnell, 
, Habersham, Hali, William S. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hillen, 
Hoffman, Holmes, Howard, Jame enifer, Kemble, Kemp- 
Santen 3 b ro Ge Lincoln, ‘Lowel, "Marvin, Mitchell, 
Pope, Rameoy, Randall, Rando ph, Reider Rayner, Ridgway, 
E. Rogers, Russell, pores Sergeant Shepard, Storrs, Stuart, 


Sumpter, Waddy Thompson, Toland Triplets, Trumbull, 


Peter J. Wagner, Edward D. White, John White, Thomas W, 
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Williams, Henry Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Christo- 
pher H. Williams—64. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Black- 
well, Bend, Boyd, A. G. Brown, Burke, Bynum, Carr, Car- 
ter, Chapman, Coles, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Creig, Cross, 
Dana, John Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, Doan Doig, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Fiy, Fi Floyd, Gar- 
land, Gerry, Goggin, Graham, Griffin, Hammo Hand, John 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N. C. Holleman, Hook, Ho kins, 
Hubbard, Chs. Johnston, Jos. Johnson, Cave Johnson, ath’ 
Jones,J. W. Jones, Keim, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lucas, McCarty, 
McClellan, McCulfoh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Miller, 
Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Reynolds, wamuels, Shaw, Simon- 


“ton, John Smith, Thomas Sm th, Stanly, Starkweather, Steen- 


Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel. Watterson, Weller, 
Wick, Jared W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Wil- 
liams, and Worthington—95. 

The hour having expired, the SPEAKER an- 
nounced the orders of the day, being the Senate 
bill providing for the removal of the raft in Red 
river, with the amendment of Mr. BIDDLE. 

Mr. JONES appealed to the courtesy of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, to allow him to call up 
the bill for continuing the office of Commi-sioner 
of Pensions. He reminded the House that, -after 
to-morrow, the office would be no longer in exist- 
ence, and should there be any objection to the pas- 
sage of the bill, it would be productive of serious 
inconvenience. Mr. J. then had read at the CLERK’S 
table a communication from the Secretary of War 
on..that subject, showing the urgent necessity for 
the immediate passage of the bill. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND objected to this bill hav- 
ing precedence 6f that for the removal of the raft 
in Red river. He would inform the House that 
he also had received a communication from the 
Secretary of War, showing that if the bill were 
not passed immediately, Government must lese a 
great amount of money. . - 

Mr. JONES moved a suspension of the rules for 
the purpose of taking up the bill continuing the of- 
fice of Commissioner of Pensions. This motion 
was agreed to, and the bill taken up, the question 
being on the amendment of Mr, Prorrit, reduc- 


tod, Strong, Swearingen, Sweeny, 


inz the salary of the Commissioner from $3,000 to 


2,500. 
á Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, being entitled to the 
floor, said that; owing to the necessity of immediate 


“action on the bill, he would waive all further re- 


marks, and move the previous question. 

The second to the previous question and the call 
having been carried, the main question was put, 
and decided in the affirmative, yeas 89, nays 85, as 
follows: 

YEAS.—Meassra. John W. Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, An- 
drewe, Bea ty, Fell, Blackwell, Bond, Boyd, Brewster, Brock- 
way, Albert G. Brown, Bynum, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, 
Clark, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Corwin, Craig, Crary, vee, 
John W. Davis, Garret Davie, Deberry, Dillett, Doan, Ed- 
wards, Floyd, Fornance, Rice Garland, Gerry, Goggin, Gra- 
ham, Graves, Green, Griffin, William 8. Hastings, Hawos, 


. Hawkins, Henry, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, Charles John- 
o 


ston, Joseph nson, Cave Johnson, Kempshall, Leadbettor, . 
Lincoln, McCletian, Montgomery, Morgan, Cavar: Mortis, 
Ogle, Parish, Parris, Profit, Hanky, Rariden, Reynolds, 
Samuels, Shepard, Simonton, Albert mith, Thomas Smith, 

Steenrod, Storrs, Stuart, Sumter, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thom i 
Tillinghast, Triplet, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, David D. 
Wagener, Watterson, Weller, John White, Wick, Henry Wil- 


Starkweather, 


and Worihi f 
The am@ndment hafing then been ordered to be 
engrossed, §nd the bfi to be read a third time, 

. Mr. PRGOFFIT afked some gentlemen better ac- 
quainted wils the faatier than himself, to give him 
some into iof as to what was the object of 
transferring tyefiuties which formerly devolved on 
the Secretary ¥ the Navy, to the Commissioner of 
Pensions, as was done by this bill. 

Mr. STARK WEATHER rose to move are- 
consideration of the vote just taken on the amend- 


ment. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman would then 
have to move two reconsiderations: first, of the vote 
by which the bill had been ordered to a third read. 


‘sources of the Government. 
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ing; and, seeondly, of the rote by whic the amend- 
ment had been adopted. Gy 

Mr. STARKWEATHER moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill had been ordered to 
third reading. ui 
Some conversation here ensued between Messrs. 
ADAMS, STARK WEATHER, and the SPEAK- 
ER as tothe mode in which the question was 
sgain to be got at—of which, however, the Reporter 
could scarcely hear a word. It resulted in the 
withdrawal, by Mr. StarxweaTsen, of the motion 
he had submitted. i 

And the question recurring on the final passage 
of the bill, 

Mr. HOFFMAN said that, if in order, he would 
how move te recommit the bill for’ the purpose of 
striking out the 4th section. Thatsection previded 
that the Naval Pension Fand, which had always 
been under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Navy, should now be transferred to the charge of 
the agent—Mr. Edwards. In the first place, that 
pension fund did not come out of the ordinary re- 
It had been created 
by the gallantry of the navy in the war of 1612, 
713, and °14; and theyhad always Icoked to the 
Secretary of the Navy as their trustee to fulfil the 
objects for whieh the fund had been created. if 
the 4th section should now be stuck out, there was 
‘another bill coming from the Senate which had 
especial reference to the naval pension fund of the 
United States; and when. this bill came up, there 
would betime te discuss its provisions, and to make 
such arrangements as to the manner in which the 
fund should hereafter be managed, as might be 
thought advisable. This was the. oaly motive 
which he now had in moving to recommit the: bill 
for the purpose of striking out the 4th section. -it 
might give much dissatisfaction to the officers: of 
the navy that the guardian to whom they had a 
right to look should be released from all responsi-. 
bility—that the fand should te mingled up with the 
other funds of the Government, and to be account- 
ed for, not to the Secretary of the Navy, but to the 
Secretary of War. f stg 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, would give » brief 
explanation in regard to this proposition. He was 
desirous to have done so before, and would have 
done so had it not been for the necessity which ex- 
isted that the bill should be acted apon without de- 
lay. It was true that a portion of this fund had 
been created under the enactment ‘of Congress, and 
consisted of prize meney taken-in the-war of 1812, 
113, and 14, and whieh was set apart fer this pur- 
pose. Another portion, called the Naval Hospi- 
tal Fund, consisted of a portion of the wages of 
officers and seamen belonging to the navy. This 
fand; heretofore, had been ander the direction of 
the Secretary of the Navy, but, owiug to a commie 
nication from:thasofficer:himéelf; (Mr. J. suppos- 
ed,) the matter was taken up in another branch of 
the Legislature, and this sestion of the bill was in- 
corporated into it. (Mr. J. bere read an exiract 
from the report of the Department, to show that - 
the section had been introduced a the instance of 
the Secretary of the Navy himself.) The labor 
imposed upon the Secretary of the Navy was so 
great that he could not discharge the duties, and 
the consequence was that they must, of necessity, 
be devolved upon a subordinate cierk. In the pre- 
sent case, the proposition was to put the fund in 
charge of the Commissioner of Pensions, where 
there would be a sufficient respossibility; and, al- 
though it would not be direct to the Secretary of 
the Navy, yet it would be direct to an officer of 
equal grade with the Secretary of the Navy. The 
fund would be in the charge of a naval officer who 
had performed faithfal public service, and there 
would be mare responsibility, and a prospect of a 
better discharge of the duty than under existing ar- 


-rangements, coupled to the additional prospect ofa 


uniformity of decision through the whole system of 
pension laws. . “, 

Mr. J. then moved the previous question, but 
withdrew it at the request of Mr. Horrman, and on 
the pledge of that gentleman to renew it. 

Mr. HOFFMAN said that the very omeny 


“which he had apprehended from vano i ha 
. It m 
now presented itself. „lt was i er the Dae 


bill should be passed to-day; au 
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ience nor the time of the House would admit of a 
satisfactory investigation now. It was for this 
reason that he had submitted his motion in such 
general terms. If the House should heafter think 
that this 4th section was right, they could, after 
having come to a deliberate judgment, incorporate 
itinto the naval pension fand bill, when it should 
come up, in the course ef two or three weeks. If, 
however, the House should now pass the section 
without understanding its effect, or. listening to the 
arguments which might be urged against it, it 
would be too late, when the naval pension fund 
bill should come up, to make the desirable a'tera- 
tion. He did not, therefore, mean 10 offer any 
sabstitute at present; he merely wished the House 
to strike out tha section, so as to give time for con- 
sideration. 

This proposition contemplated a very important 
„change, s0 far as it regarded the interests of the 
navy; and yet the change might be right or might be 
wrong. It was a most important change—preg- 
nant with good as with evil to that body. The 
amendment had never passed through the Commit- 
teeon Naval Affairs, which was the appropriate 
committee to have passed judgment upon it, and 
to have presented it to the House. Now, if the 
House woald agree to strike out the scction, they 
‘would be in the same position as though it had 
never been introduced. It might be adopted pre- 
cisely as it stood, or it- might be rejected hereafter, 
‘when the naval pension fand biil should be 
‘under consideration. But it it seemed unfair and 
unkind that a measure of so. mach importance to 
the navy should be disposed of in this sammary 
way, without even time for inquiry, gr without 
hav.ng passed. through that-chanoe! to which they 
hada right to look for the guardianship of their 


Interests. > 

. Mr. H. being thes about to renew the demand 
. for the previous question, in redemption of his 
‘pledge to Mr. Jonzs, 

- Mr. MONROE urgently appealed to Mr. H. 
to withhold the demand—which Mr. H. said he 
could not do, being pledged to renew it. 

And the previous question being then again de- 


~ The SPEAKER said the main question. would 
-be on the of the bill. 
Mr. HOFFMAN moved to strike out the fourth 
section. $ , 
The SPEAKER said it could only now be done 
by unanimous consent. . 


Mr. HOFFMAN said if universal consent could 


‘net be obtained, he must move te recommit the 


bill. 
Mr. McKAY rose and objected. 
` Mr. LAWRENCE hoped the objection would 
‘be withdrawn. It was very important that this 
biH should be passed storday; because the commis- 
“sion of the Commissioner of Pensions would ex- 
pire. ‘The House had not had any opportunity of 
examining the fourth section. That section seemed 
- to him to carry with it very important powers, and 
he confessed he was not, at this time, ready to 
` vote upon it. It might be wright or wrong—he 
did not say. But, at the same time, he desired 
that it might be stricken out now, and introduced 
into some other'bill if it-be right At all events, 
‘time should be allowed for inquiry. = 

Mr. McKAY declining to withdraw his objec- 
tion— 

- Mr. HOFFMAN moved a recommitment. 

Mr. TOURNEY inquired if, after the previous 
question had been called, a motion to recommit was 
in order? 

The SPEAKER answered in the negative. 

Some conversation followed between Messrs. 
JONES, CLIFFORD, BRIGGS, and BANKS, on 
the point of order, i 

When, the question being put, the demand for 
the previous question was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered 
taken. 3 

And the main question being on the passage of 

the bill, was decided by yeas and nays—yeas 157, 
-meys &, as follows: = eoo a ‘ 
: + YEAS—Moesers. Adams, J. Allen, John W. Allen, . 
doses sarge hen anes Mata sara 
Beswn, Alben 6, Brown, Burke, E. M. Butler, Wiliam O, 


to be now 


H. J.. 
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Butler, Calhoun, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, 
Chittenden, Clark, Cliford, Coles, Connor, M. A. Cooper, 
Crary, Crockett, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Davies, 
Jobn Davis, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Dennis, 
Doav, Doig, Dromgoule,.Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, 
Ely, Evans, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, James Garland, 
Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Green, Griffin, Habersham, 
Hand, W. &. Hastings, J. Hastings, Henry, Hill ef North 
Carolina, Hillen, Holeman, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, 
Hunt, Jameson, Charles Johnaton, Joseph Johnson, C. John- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kempshall, 
Lawrence, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, “Lowell Lucas, Mc- 
Cleilan, McCulloh, McKay, Mattory, Marchand, Mason, Miller, 
Recher NG omery, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Ogle, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petri- 
kin, Pope; Prentiss, Ramsey, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, 
Rayner, Ridgway, Robinson, Edward Rogers, Russell, Salton- 
stall, Samuels, Sergeant, Shaw, Shepard, Simonton, Albert 
Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
_Stores,Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Sweeny, Taylor. Philip F. Tho- 
mas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
“land, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, 
David D. Wagener, Peter J. 
Edward D. White, John White, Jared W. Williams, Henry 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Wor- 
thington—157. 

NAYS—Mesers, Rice Garland, Jenifer, King, Monroe, Mor: 
gan, Proffit, Rhett, and Christopher H. Williams—8. 

So the bill was passed. 


moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken, for 
the purpose of amending it, by str.king out the 
fourth section. 


After some remarks from Mr. MONROE, in fa- . 


vor of the motion, 

Mr. HUBBARD called for the previous ques- 
tion; which being ordered, 

Tre question of reconsideration was decided in 
the negative—yeas 67, nays 83. 

The bill from the Senate, making an appropri- 
ation for the removal of the Red River raft, was 
then taken pp, the question being on the motion of 
Mr. Bipptf to refer the pili to the Committee on 


_ Roads and ‘Canals, with, instruct'ons to inquire into 


and report ipon the cigfumstances connected with 
the advanc¢ made by 
Superintendent of thy werk, and its expenditure by 
him. i 
Mr. BEATTY óf Pennsylvania, who was enti- 
tled to the floor, having moved an adjournment 
when this subjeét was last before the House, rose 
„and said, that gfthough he had moved the adjoura- 
meat, it had nft been with any intention of de- 
taining the Grouse by a long speech, as he believed 
every honest man in the House was tired listening 
to speeches made for home consumption, or 
against time. What he had tosay he should com- 
prise in a very few words. The semoval-of the 
_Taft on Red. river, said Mr. B. and the opening of 
. the navigation of that important stream, must, in 
. its consequences, extend to the waters of the Ohio, 


since they both empty into the Mississippi river, | 
Large | 
s || these appropriations. He considered them nothing 


which is a connecting link between them. 
appropriations have heretofore been made for im- 
` proving. the navigation of the Ohio, and many of 
the streams connected with it; and I now ask the at- 
tention of the House to the importance of improv- 
ing the navigation of one of its head waters. I 
mean the Alleghany river. 
that navigation from Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania, 
to Olean Point, in the State of New York, will, I 
am persuaded, be a measure of very great impor- 
tance, not only to the country immediately adja- 
cent, but ultimately to a great part of the Union. 


There are at this time thirteen States interested in ; 


this improvement. It has long been the intention 
of the Government that an appropriation should 
be made for this object, and a bill was reported for 
that purpose, but during the last session of Con- 
gress it could not be reached; and from the course 


that business now takes in this House, or rather | 


from a course pursued by some gentlemen which 
prevents business from being done, I am led t0 em- 
brace the present as the only favorable opportunity 
likely for some time to occur, of bringing this sub- 
ject before the notice of the House. Should the 
“contemplated improvement be carried into effect, 
the effect will be—as any gentleman by an in- 
spection of the map can immediately perceive— 
that a continued line of navigation will be extend- 
ed up the Allegany to the Genessee Valley canal 
—a work which the enterprise and perseverance of 
the people of the State of New York are now push- 


ing rapidly to its completion. When this middie | 
‘link of the chain shall have been supplied, there | 


will be a water communication, extending, with- 


e Bank of Arkansas to the | 


agnor, Watterson, Weller, | 


` in time of war. 
Mr. W. THOMPSON then, aftera few remarks, a e 


out interruption, for twelve thousand miles through 
the interior of the United States. An object like 
this well deserves thename of a national enterprise, 
for all parts of the country are more or less inte- 
res'ed in its completion, When this vast internal 
navigation is complete, not only agricultural pro- 
duce, but troops, artillery, and munitions of war, 
can rapidly be conveyed from remote points on the 
Atlantic coast all the way to New Orleans, without 
being exposed to the dangers of the sea. Who does 
not perceive what an invalulable advantage this will 
be, should the nation be involved in war. I invite 


| to this subject, particularly, the attention of a class 


of gentlemen who have heretofore been opposed to 
works of this description: I mean the gentlemen of 
the South. They cannot fail to perceive that, by 
completing a line of internal navigation of this 
extent, they open a path for their raw material to 
the Northern manufacturers, whence it can go 
abroad in an improved form, and with enhanced 
value, without being exposed to the enemy by sea, 
I trust that these intelligent gen- 
tlemen will give to the subject that serious alten- 


| tion which its importance demands, and that they 


will consider this as a fit time in which to avow 


|| their conviction of its utility. 


The extension of | 


Mr. Speaker, it was not my intention to make a 
speech, but merely to call the attention of the 
House to this subject. I am fully aware there are 


| many gentlemen present who understand it, and 


can explain it much better than I; and I cannot but 
hope that it will not be overlooked. And now, as 
I know that it is wot the pleasure of gentlemen to 
listen to long speeches on a subject like this, I will 
conclude what I have to say by moving the pre- 
vious question. 


Mr. BIDDLE, who spoke with earnestness in 
opposition to the bill,as setting an evil precedent cal- 
culated to lead sabordinate officers to violate their 
instructions, and those interested in their doing so, to 
presume upon the lenity of the Government. He 
dwelt also on the constitutional objection to a bill 
appropriating money originating in the Senate. 

Mr. POPE admitted that there was weight in the 
last objection, but wished that subject reserved, to 
be embodied in a declaratory bill. He then advo- 
cated the appropriation, and dwelt on the great 
utility of the work, and the loss which must en- 
sue should the work be suspended. Mr. P. closed 
by moving a reference of the bill to the Committee 
of Ways and Means; on which question he de- 
demanded the previous question. He withdrew 
this demand, however, under the pledge that it 
should be renewed by 


Mr. PETRIKIN, who said he was opposed to all 


more nor less than a continued drain on the whole 
nation, for the benefit of a set of specula‘ors, whe 
had advanced money to go on with the improve- 
ment of the raft, that they might sell their fine cot- 
ton land above it, which they had purchased for a 
dollar and a quarter, for fifteen and twenty dollars 
an acre. We have been told, said Mr. P. that 
this raft has been removed; yet we are asked for an 
appropriation to remove it. Millions have been 
expended by an unfaithful officer, and this House 


“sanctions it. If any one doubts it, I pledge myself 
_to produce the proof. 


I am not going to make a 
speech about General Harrison or Alexander Hay 
milton, and move the previous question. 

[Cries of “no, no!”] 

Mr. P. I always keep my word, str. 

Mr. CROSS of Arkansas wished much an op- 
portunity to explain; but the rule was enforced, 
which forbids all debate after the previous question 
has been moved. 

Mr. GARLAND suggested to Mr. Bippuz to 
modify bis instructions; but Mr. B. declined. 

Mr. GARLAND then asked a division of the 


| question, so that it might be taken first on the com- 


mitment, and then on the instructions. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON now moved to lay the 
whole subject on the table; but the House, by yeas 
and nays, rejected the molion—yeas G3, nays 92. 

But, before any question was taken on’ the com- 
mitment of the bill, 

The House adjourned, 


————T 


Hovss or REPRESENTATIVES, 
March 3d, 1840. 

Gewriemen: Be pleased to insert in the Globe, 
that upon the several questions arising out of the 
resolations of the Committee of Elections, and the 
amendments thereto, on Friday last, Mr. FLETCHER, 
of Vermont, and Mr. Resp, of Massachusetts, 
who, if present, would have voted on opposite 
sides, were absent by mutual agreement, having 
left the House, not expecting the question would 
have been taken that evening. 


ally, 
ISAAC FLETCHER. 
Messrs. BLAIR anp Rives. 


IN SENATE, 
Wronrspay, March 4, 1840. 
Mr. LINN presented a memorial of citizens of 
the State of Indiana, praying that the Jaws of the 
' Union may be extended over the Oregon Territory; 
which was referred to the Select Committee on the 
Oregon Territory. f 
Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of ci- 
tizens of New York, praying for the enactment of 
` a general bankrupt law; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiclary. : . 
Mr. CALHOUN presented a petition from eiti- 
“gens of Philadelphia, praying for the passage of a 
general bankrupt law; which wasreferred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
O Mr. TALLMADGE presented tight memorials 
of citizens of New York, praying for the passage 


of a general bankrapt law; whi-'; was referred p 


the Committee on the Jadiciary. 
` Mr. T. presented a memorial remonstrating 
against the use of bloodheunds in the Florida war; 
which was laid on the table. 
Mr. T. also presented a memorial from citizens 
of New York, praying for a reduction of posta e 
on letters; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. i 
Mr. T. also presented a memorial from citizens 


of New York, praying to prohibit the use of ardent ° 


spirits in the army, navy, &c.; which was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial of Wil- 
liam McMghon; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the petition of the 
Administrator of John Judge; which was referred 
te the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
` Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of the De- 
mocratic Association of Washington city, praying 
a renewal of the charter of the city of Washing- 
ton, with certain modifications; which was referred 
‘to the Committee on the District of Columbia. ` 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented two memo- 
rials of citizens of the city of Washington, pray- 
ing fer a renewal of the charter of said city, with 
certain modifications; which were referred to the 

` Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MERRICK asked that the above memori- 
als might be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN said that one of the memoiials had 
been already ordered to be printed, and as they 
were alla similar tenor, he saw no propriety in 
reprinting the same matter. 

Mr. MERRICK said it was the printing of the 
names of the signers of the memoriais he wished. 
There was considerable diversity of sentiment 
among the citizens on the subject of this memorial, 
and it had been intimated that many of the signa- 
tures were fictitious, and had no representatives in 
existence He hoped, therefore, the memorials, with 
the signatures, would be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL hoped that the motion to print 
the names of the memorialists, as well as one of 
_the copies of the memorial, would be adopted. One 
prominent object of the memorialists was an exten- 
sion of the right of suffrage within this District. 
They desired Congress to give to them a rightto 
vote for tae public afficers, for the municipal au- 
thorities by whom they were ruled. The object 
was laudable, and there could be no objection to 
the printing of the’names of those who seek it. 

_ Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he had no objec- 

tion to the printing, but he would suggest that the 

‘ names on the memorials formerly presented, should 
also be printed; which was aecordingly ordered. 
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Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary, to which was referred the memorial of the 


Latter Day Saints, commonly called Mormons, 
submitted a report, accompanied by the followin 


resolution: ‘ 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be discharged from the farther consideration of the 
memorial in this case, and that the memorialists 
have leave to withdraw the papers which accom- 
pany their memorials. 

Mr. W. gave notice that he would call up the 
report on Monday next. ` 

r. W. from the seme committee, to which was 
referred the petition of William P. Rathbone, re- 
ported a bill for his relief; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. e 

Mr.: W. from the same committee, reported a 
billto extend fora longer time the several acts 
now in force for the relief of insolvent debtors of 
the United States; which was read, and passed to 
a second reading, and, by unanimous consent, read 
a second time, and ordered to be engros:ed. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, report- 
ed the bill sapp'ementary to an act to abolish im- 
prisonment for debt in certain cases, without 
amendment. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, repurted 
a bill for the relief of the execator of Thomas 
Cooper, deceased; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. : 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of the secu- 
rities of Archibald Sneed, deceased. 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to make an arrangement cr compromise with 
any of the sureties on bonds given to the United 
States by Samne! Swartwout, late collector of the 

- customs for the port of New York, was taken up 
as in Committee of the Whole, and after being 
discussed by Messrs. WALL, WEBSTER, PREN- 
‘LISS, WRIGHT, and BETTS, was ordered to be 


- engrossed. 
Mr. TAPPAN submitted the following resolu- 


tion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the 47th rule be amended so as in 
the last paragraph thereof to read: 

“ Two reporters for each of the daily papers, and 
one reporter for each tri-weekly paper, printed and 
published in the city of Washington, whose names 
shall be communicated in writing, by the editors of 
those papers to the Secretary of the Senate, and 
who shall confine themselves to the seats now pro- 
vided for them. 

Mr. CALHOUN submitted the following: 

Resolved, That a ship or vessel on the high seas, 
in time of peace, engaged in alawfal voyage, is, 
according to the laws of nations, under the excla- 
sive jurisdiction of the State to which her flag be- 
longs, as much so as if constituting a part of its 


` own domain. 


Resolved, That if such ship or vessel should be 
forced, by stress of weather or other unavoidable 
cause, into the port of a friendly power, she would, 
under the same laws, lose none of the rights ap- 
pertaining to her on the high seas, but, on the con- 
trary, she and her cargo and persons on board, 
with their property, and all the rights belonging to 
their personal relations, as established by the laws 
of the State to which they belong, would be under 
the protection which the laws of nations extend to 
the unfortunate under such circumstances. ; 

Resolved, That the brig Enterprise, which wa 
forced unavoidably by stress of weather into Port 
Hamilton, Bermuda Island, while on a lawful voy- 
age on the high seas from one part of the Union to 
another, comes within the principles embraced in 
the foregoing resolutions; and that the seizure and 
detention of the negroes on board by the local au- 
thorities of the Island was an act in violation of 
the laws of nations, and highly unjust to our citi- 
zens to whom they belong. i 

COMMISSIONER OFJPENSONS. 

Mr. PIERCE, chairman of the Gommittee on 
Pensions, move to take up thefbill, fz amended by 
the other House, to continue the office of Commis- 
sioner of Pensions. 

Mr. Prerex said: With all reference to the 
opinion of the House of Representatives upon 
questions of this character, I shall feel it to be my 
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duty to vote against concurring in. the ameadment; 
but at this moment of strong professions af princi- 
plas of economy and retrenchment, I have little 
hope of being sustained in my opposition, and shall 
attempt no labored argument to lead the minds ef 
other gentlemen to the conclusion at which my own 
has already arrived. But there are some facts 
which I feel it to be my duty to state in justifica- 
tion of the committee under whose direction I re- 
ported the bill, and which, in ordinary times, I 
should expect would not be without weight here. 
Of the ability, fidelity, and untiring industry with 
which the officer alone to be affected by this reduction 
has discharged the duties devolved upon him, I 
have nothing to say; they are known and acknow- 
ledged by all persons who have had any inter- 
course with the Pension Office. You find him there 


> 


. early and late, and, what is much more mate- 


rial, you almost always find him right. I 
say this, because the committee of which. I am 
a member have never, to my recollection, found 
occasion to reverse his decision ander the.. regu- 
lations which the interests of the. Government 
and ‘the ends of justice have rendered it 
indispensable for ‘him to adopt. We have, it is 
trne, granted pensions where he has refused to 
grant them, but we have done it by setting aside, in 
individual cases of strong equity, regulations from 


. which he could, with no safety, depart. Twenty- 


two years have now elapsed since he has been at 
the head of the Pension Bureau, either as chief 
clerk or Commissioner, which office was created in 
1€33. Doring that period, more than sixty-eight 
thousand cases have been examined and admitted, 
or rejected, exclusive of invalid applications.. The 
labor and research which has been required for the 
faithful and just discharge of this duty, can hardiy 
be appreciated by any man who has not been in 


| the habit of examining pension claims, with the vo- 
; luminous testimony which accompanies. almost 


every case. In disposing of the vast number of 
claims to which I had before adveried, it was im- 
possible that the Commissioner should avoid pro- 
voking the displeasure of many. claimants, their 
agents, attorneys, and friends. He has done :it,:1 
know, from letiers of complaint from my own son- 
stituents, who will, perhaps, blame me for what’I 
am about to say. In my judgment, from a careful 
examination of a large namber of cases, he has 
done it in a faithful and fearless discharge of du- 
ties which he owed to the Government, as: wel] as 


: to individuals. 


Sir, I have been astonished at the amount of Ja- 
lor which this officer has been able to accomplish, 
and yet more at the facility and promptness with 
which he can turn to the grounds of decision of all 
cass that have been adjudicated. It may not be 


“improper for me to state,at this moment of patriotic 


‘claims were rejected; a number which would have 


| 


ardor and feverish excitement upon the subject, of 
retrenchment, that, during the session preceding 


‘the last, and near its close, a large number, Í 


think more than a handred and fifty bills, came up 
to this chamber for concurrence. I then, as now, 
was a member of the Committee on Pensions, and 


| 1 bestowed npon those cases, at that period of the 
` session, all the time and strength I could command. 
In many cases there were printed reports setting 


forth reasons that were decisive upon the premisee 
assumed. But I doubted the justness of these prg- 
mises, and sent many of the cases to Mr. Edwards 
for the grounds on which they were rejected there, 


-and I received prompt answers, showing such dis- 


crepancy between the evidence furnished there, 
and the original application, and the evidence pre- 
sented to Congress, or such record evidence. as 


| proved most of the claims, beyond a question, to be 


groundless. The Senate will, perhaps, remember the 
result. Some fifteen or twenty of these claims, based 
upon grounds of equity,received the favorable report 
ofthe committee, and were passed by the Senate. It 
is bat just to say, that chiefly to the.care and intel- 
ligence of this officer, and the facility with which 
he was able to furnish the grounds of his decisions, 
is to be attributed the fact that this mass of unjust 


probably demanded twenty thousand. dollars for 
the present, and, perhaps, not less than two hun 
dred thousand dollars prospectively. And now, 
sir, what do you propose to do? You propose to 


wae 


ran 
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reduce the salary of this offieer the sum of five 
“hundred dollars, while you leave the salaries of 
other officers, of not more laborious or responsible 
stations, where they are. Let me say it is not 
„merely intelligence and industry that is required 
theres Integrity ia that officer might have been 
bartered within the last three years during the 
. monstrous influx of large claims for tens and fifty 
thousands of dollars. Sad experience in this Go- 
. verament has proved that integrity may be suc- 
cessfully assailed, even in positions of the high- 
‘est trust. Lucre is, at the present day, the god 
of general idolatry; and when we have a man ina 
. station of this importance, upon whose decisions 
- millions depend, my judgment teaches me that, as- 
sensible and practical men, we had better not, for 
. the paltry consideration of five hundred dollars an- 
nually, risk the great interests lodged in that bu- 
Teau. But if the psezent incumbent will consent 
to continue in the office at twenty-five handred dol- 
. lars a year, can we, in the exercise of a spirit of 
just liberality and a judicious appreciation of faith- 
fal labors, reduce his salary? I consider this re- 
ductioa most inauspicious, both as to the time and 
„the person. By the fourth sectian of the bill, you 
: propose to transfer the business which has been 
hitherto done in the Navy Department to this 
. office—a change demanded by a variety of consi- 
- derations—looking to the protection of the public 
revenue, and prompt action upon the applications 
: of indigent and meritorious claimants. Although 
: the number of pensioners for Pevolutionary ser- 
| vice is daily decreasing, except under the act of 
-granting pensions to widows, yet the amount of 
„Jabor will not be lessened for the next twelve 
- months, at least; and there are a large number 
.of elaims under the act of 1832—-probably 
-twelve or fifteen hurdred—-which ought to te 
‘taken up for reefamination, with the light of ad- 
‘ditional rolls and record evidence, which the De- 
~ partment has obtained since their suspension. I 
. have no doubt that many of those cases were just, 
~and that a re-examination will'show that the claim- 
‘ants, if: living, and, if not, their widows or heirs, 
~ are entitled to the benefit of that act. But this the 
: Commissioner cannot do, and proceed with the 
_ current business of the office, for-at least a year to 
come... The biil proposes to continue the office for 
three years only, and those three years must be, it 
is perfectly obvious, as the last three have been, 
devoted to constant labor. Al:hough you transfer 
the clerk from the Navy Depaytment to the Pen- 
` sion Office, you still add greatly to the resporsibili- 
‘ty of the Commissioner. To this.point I will read 
the testimony ef the Secretary of the Navy. In 
his last annual report the Secretary says 
_ “The multiplication.of these laws, and the va- 
“yious constructions placed upon them at differeat 
times, seem to indicate the propriety of adopting a 
less compiicated system. I would also take the oc- 
casion to state that, whatever disposi'ioa may be 
made of the subject, it has become necessary to re- 
“lieve the head of the Department from the labor 
and responsility of this portion of his duites. 

“ Almost every application for a pension in- 
volves the necessity of a close and critical exami- 
nation of testimony, together with a reference to 
various laws, and the time required to do this as it 
ought to be done, materially interferes . with other 

‘and indispensable avocations.” ; 
Four weeks since, the Senate, upon my motion, 
took this bill up out of its order, and passed it; but 
the hopes that were then indulged have not been 
realized. The act of 1837 expired yesterday, the 
„business of the office is suspended, its doors are 
closed, and J am not unmindful of thestrong ob- 
jections to sending the bill back, still I should do 
Injustice to my own convictions to yield to those 
objections. Letus do what is manifestly right, 
‘and leave the responsibility of the wrong where it 
belongs. If this proposition were embraced in a 
‘general scheme of reduction which would be 
relatively just, I should, perhaps, have nothing to 
object; though I think very erroneous im- 
presions are entertained with regard to the amount 
of labor performed in the various offices here, 
the ability and diligence which the subordinate of 
ficers bring to the performance of that labor, and 
the amount of salary that is indispensable for the 


- passed without delay. 


. vole. 


support of their families. I cannot omit this op- 
portunity to remark that my acquaintance with 
those officers has led me to form a high estimate 
of their characters. They are no idlers; they 
eam their bread. Go into any of the various of- 
fices, and you will find ne deficiency of those 
qualities which constituie the efficient officer and 
geod citizen. 

Upon this favorite theme of retrenchment, I 
have only to say, that, when gentlemen will move 
upon this subject with enlarged views and just 
objects, they shall not want my humble aid. For- 
tunately for myself, I have the honor to represent 
here, in part, a constituency who judge men by 
their acts, and not by their words. To them I ccm- 
mit the record of my votes in both wings of this 
Capitol; they will be somewhat more enduring and 
satisfactory than any professions which may pass 
away with the breath that utters them. 


Is not the inequality, not to say injustice, of this | 


measure obvious and glasing? What are the facts 
in relation to your other officers of similar grade? 
In 1831, a gentleman had charge of the Indian bu- 
reau at a salary of $1,600; in 1832, the office of 
Commissicner of Indian Affairs was established at 


a salary of $3,000; in 1834, the gentleman at the | 


head of the Patent Office received $1,500; in 1836, 


the office of Commissioner of Patents was esta- | 
blished, and the salary fixed at $3,000. ‘The same | 
salaries are paid to your Register, your Comptrol- ; 


Now, sir, I hazard no- . : 
` appreciated the views of his cclleague; but as he 


_ deprecated further delay—as he regarded it as 


lers, and your Anditors. 2 
thing in saying that there is nothing which, upon 
grounds of relative ability, relative labor, and rela- 


tive fidelity, can warrant the proposed distinction |: 
If salaries are.to be | 


against this veteran officer. 
reduced, let them be redused-together, and upon a 
fair and just scale, and do not direct all the force 
ef your spirit of retrenchment against this indivi- 
dual, who, in his youth, performed good service, 
both in your army and navy, and who may be 
found in his office at all seasons—in autumn, win- 
ter, spring, and sultry sommer—from eigat o’clock 
in the morning until late in the afternoon, devoung 
his energies, his great experience, and his thorough 
knowledge of this important branch of public bu- 
siness, to your service. ; - 
Mr. HUBBARD remarked that on yesterday, 
when this bill came from the House of Represen- 
tatives, he moved that the Senate concur in the 


that his honorable colleague, who had this bill in 
charge, was necessarily absent from his seat; and, 
without knowing his views at all upon the subject, 
he moved a concurrence. He did this from a foll 


conviction that a regard to the public interests de- 


manded an immediate action upon this bill. The 
oftice of Commissioner of Pensions, it was known, 
would expire with the expiration of the day. He 
then stated, what is now history, that if this bill was 
not passed before the adjournment of the Senate, 
the office would be closed before the reassembling 
of the Senate; that it was, therefere, of the utmost 
importance that the bill should be passed, and be 


This, however, was not done. 


differed not at all from him in the estimation he 


had given of the faithful and valuable services of ; 
Notwithstanding i 
all this, he was now, as he was yesterday, in `: 
favor of concurring with the amendment proposed <| 
.by.the Honse of Representatives; and he would `; 
| four weeks since, and has been returned now 
- with but this amendment. i 
back again, and for letting the responsibility of 


the Commissioner of Pensions. 


state the considerations which must control his 
This bill passed the Senate. about four 


weeks ago. It came from the House just as the 


office of Commissioner of Pensons, was expir- i 
: House chooses, let them keep it four weeks longer, 
` and justify themselves to their constiuents if they 


ing. He knew not what had occasioned this delay. 
The only amendment proposed by that branch 


was to reduce the salary cf the Commissioner from |: 


He had now | 
heard his colleague, and he fully appreciated the | 
feelings and sentiments which governed him. He | 
was perfectly aware that the committee of which | 

. he is chairman, had reported the bill precise.y as | 
it had passed the Senate; and, as far as it re- T 
spects the salary of the Commissioner, the bill re- f 
ported was in perfect accordance with the existing | 
law. He was perfectly aware, also, that bis col- | 
league was not the advocate of hizh salaries. His | 
votes since the commencement of the present ses- | 
sion offered sufficient evidence of that fact; and he : 


three thousand to twenty-five hundred dollars. He 
knew not, nor did he wish to know, the particular 
reasons which bad induced the House to agree to 
that amendment. It had been done; and, for one, 
he was not disposed, at this hour, to return the bill 
again to the House. He could not tell whether 
they would insist upon their amendment, or whe- 
ther they would recede from it, oF whether they 
would not take up the bill until another four weeks 
had expired. He would not, therefore, return the 
bill to the House of Represeritatives, under existing 
circumstances, but he wou!d concur, and concur at 
once; and if injustice should be meted out to the 
Commissioner by the adoption of the amend- 
ment, it will be in the power of Congress 
to correct the error in some future legisla- 
tion. And why would he not now concur in 
the amendment of the House? Why would he 
not send the bill back to the House? For this rea- 
son: the office is now closed—the doors are now 
barred—and the old men and women who have 
claims under your existing Jaws, cannot gain ad- 
mittance to present them at the appropriate de- 
partment. The whole pension system is now sus- 
pended; and he would not, therefore, if he could 
prevent it, celay the passage of this bill a single 
moment. It should have been done before the ad- 
journment on yesterday. The suspension of ary 
one branch of the public service should not have 
been permitted for a single hour. 

In conclusien, he weuld agaia say, that he fully 


most injurious to the public service, and most pre- 


judicial to the particular interests of those seeking 


to obtain pensions—he should feel constrained to 
give his vote in favor of concurring in the amend- 
ment. i 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama was willing to accord 
all that was said by his friend (Mr. Piıxrcs] from 
New Hamp:hirein favor of the ability and faith- 
fulness of the Commissioner. According to the 
statement made, he had originally received $2,500 
for his duties, and he did not presume he was more 


| faithful now than then, or had more- labor to.per- 


form. That he was competent and experienced 
Mr. C. was willing to admit; but, at (Me same time, 
he was not_prepared to admit that he was the only 
man that was so. Able and efficient men might 


proposed. amendment. He was at the time aware | be had todo the duties for the sum offered by, the 
| House. The Judges of his own State got less, and 


| the Secretary of State five hundred dollars less; and 


why was it that a clerk should be better compensa- 
ted than the highest judicial authorities of the States? 
The time for retrenchment with him was whenever 


| the question was presented for his action, and he 
' should now call on the other side of the House—to 


those who had been loud in their professions on the 
scorce.of economy; who had descanted so elo- 
quently on the subjects of reform and retrench- 


|. ment—to rally to his side, and aid him in carrying 
‘ Out the measure, and he could assnre. them they 
| should have his aid and support in all similar 


measures. 
Mr. GRUNDY spoke of the official. worth of 
the Commissioner, from his own knowledge, while 
acting as attorney Genral; his attention to his du- 
ties was such as to commend him to the conside- 
ration of the country. He did not think $3,000 
too high for the services, especially in a cily where 
living was so high as in this; but he could not con- 
sent to postpone the bill. As far as his vote was 
concerned, he should feel compelled to give it in 
favor of a concurrence with the amendment of 
the House. 
Mr. WRIGHT thought that to make the redpe- 


: tion in an insulated case was wrong, but he hoped 


the Senate would concur in the amendment made 
by the House, as the doors of the office were now 
c osed, and the pensioners could not be attended. to 
in consequence of it. > 

Mr. PIERCE said the bill bad passed the Senate 


He was for sending it 


closing the office rest where it belongs. If the 


can. 


Mr. WALL wished tosay a word in explana- 
tion of his vote. He came there this morning with 
an intention to vote against concerreace 10 the 
amendment; bat the fact of the office being closed 
had changed that determination. He never could 
consent to increase labor, and at the same time di- 
minish the salary. He protested against the prin- 
c ple that salaries should be proportioned to the fa- 
cility of getting the sitoations filled; that because 
persons could be found to take office for less than 
others received, therefore salaries were to be re- 
duced. We might get plenty to do our duties 
(said Mr. W.) for six, five, or four dollars per 
day—ay, for nothing at all: but was that an argu- 
ment in favor of reduction? The per diem which 
he received he thought only a fair compensation 
for the duties, and he was free to acknowledge 
that he would not take the station for less; bat no 
doubt there were many that would. If the whole 
of the United States was searched, there could not 
be found a man more thoroughly acquainted with 
the duties of his office than the one selected to com- 
mence the experiment of economy on, and he could 
not think of recording his vote for concurring in 
the amendment of the House without bearing tes- 
timony to the merit of that in‘ividnal. But the 
citizens of the State he had the honor in part to re- 
present, was largely interested in pensions, receiv- 
ed for meritorious services in the Revolution, and 
‘would suffer much inconvenience by an interrup- 
tion of its operations, and he was compelled, by 
these circumstances, to vote in favor of concurring 
in the amendment. 

Mr. PRENTISS expressed his determination to 

concur inthe amendment. He made no objec- 
tions to individuaal; but would concur in any 
amendment where salaries were to be reduced, un- 
til they were graduated by the scale of State off- 
cers, 
- Mr. WHITE said, if the question were as to an 
original office, he would not hesitate in concurring 
with the House; but he thooght there were princi- 
ples involved, which should not be sacrificed to 
any question of mere convenience. It would he a 
dangerous precedent for future legislation if we 
were to commit an official impropriety on a mere 
question of convenience. From his knowledge of 
the rules of the other House, he had confidence 
enoegh to send it back, and then if that body would 
not recede, why then it would be time to yield to 
the convenience of the measure. Mr. W. said he 
was in favor of equal salaries with the States; but, 
in a city like this, it would be offering a premium 
on celibacy, as a man of family could not live on 
less than $3,000. He was for non-concariing, and 
letting the responsibility rest on those upon whom 
it ought to fall. a ‘ 

Mr. PRESTON hoped the Senate would not 
concur in the amendment. He thought the ad- 
vantage to be gained by such a step would more 
than counterbalance all the inconvenience. It was 
not to be supposed that more than 48 hours, at far- 
thest, would intervene between that time and per- 
fecting the bill. There was another matter that he 
desired should be reached, and which he believed 
it was also the wish of some members of the other 
body shonid be changed. By this bill the Navy 
Pension Fund was transferred to this office—most 
_imptoperly, as he thought; and sending it back 
would give an opportanity of amending it in that 
particular. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the Senator from 
South Carolina bad tired too soon in his race of re- 
trenchment and reform. In a little discussion, the 
other day, upon the reduction of a salary, he had 
understood the Senator to pledge himself to go as 
far as he (Mr. C.) would in that praiseworthy ob- 
ject. But it appeared that, in the very next step, 
the Senator was disposed to desert him. He want- 
ed to see something like consistency preserved. 

Mr. PRESTON said there was a pruriency in 
the imagmation of the gentleman in fixing upon 
him the charge of inconsistency. What were the 
facts of the case? When he had advocated a con- 
carrence with the amendment of the House the 
other day, there was nota reduction, but theerea- 
tion of a new ofice—a ‘mere mechanical office, not 
requiring intellectual research. This: was & ‘very 
different matter, He was for giving a fair com- 
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pensation for mechanical labor, and a liberal com- 
pensation for intellectual labor. This would be 
the best economy. He was willing that there 
should be a general retrenchment of the expendi- 
tures of the Government; but net in striking at the 


salaries of meritorious men. He was not d's- 
posed to gointo a field, thrashing on this side and 


expenses, he could find sufficient in the numerous 
light-houses and harbors; and in that case he 
would cheerfully go with him. 
marks witha view tocorrect any impressions that 
might have been made by his observations of the 
other day. He did not go for putting the offices up 
| to the lowest bidders. He was for giving such sa- 
| Jaries as would comport with liberal justice, and 
the dignity of the Government. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the Senator from 
South Carolina had certainly beaten a retreat from 
the ground occupied by him the other day. It 


was within the recollection of Senators that, when | 
a similar question was before them the other day, | 


that gentleman had taken very broad ground in his 
ideas of retrenchment. He had even suggested a 
reduction of the per diem of Senators. Now,when 


we were making new appointments, and fixing | 


new compensations, he did expect the Senator from 
South Carolina would have gone with him in the 
contemplated reform. He found: it very easy for 
some gentlemen to talk of retrenchment and re- 
form, but it was very difficult to get a ease which 
they considered a proper one to acton. Andeven 
those who boasted most loudly of their economy, 
were apt to falter when brought to a vote. 
Mr. PRESTON said, if, by economy, the gen- 
ileman means to take $500 out of the pocket of a 
| meritorious officer, he woukd not do it; oc to take 
$100,000 out of the Treasury to make a road in 


Alabama, he would not go with him in either case. | 


He made there re- : 
‘| with S. D. Langtree for lithographing certain maps 
| authorized by the last Congress to be published, 


on that, striking at the peace and comfortof fami- .; 
Lies. If the Senator desired really to retrench the | 


i 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, March 4, 1840. 

'As coon as the journal bad been read, u 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked leave to offer the fol ow- 
ing resolution, which was read for informations . 

Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts be 
instructed to report to this House all the facts in 
relation to the furnishing this House with stationery 
by the CLerx,inc'uding the difference of price paid for 
the stationery furnished to the Senate and that fur- 


: nished this House; and, further, that they report all 


When, he found a valuable public servant, he | 
could not find it in his nature to cut him down the | 


meagre pittance of $500. His wish was to pay a'l 
the public officers well; he thought the sysiem of 
reduced salaries the worst species of extravagance. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN did not know the officer 
alluded to pe:sonally; but he believed, from all he 
could understand, that his oficial capacity justified 
ail that had been said. The business was one 
certainly of no ordinary trust. Mr. C. wished, 
when the matter of ‘retrenchment was gone into, 
that it shoald be general, not partial, in its bearing. 
He should vote against the amendment of the 
House. : 


Mr. PIERCE said he reported the bill containing | 


the clause which had been objected taby the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, (the transfer of the Navy 
Pension Fund to the office ef the Commissioner,) 
but it had' been done after consultation with the 
Commissioner of Pensions, the Secretary of the 
Navy, the Secretary of War, and the chairman of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and had received 
their full concurrence, 

The question was then taken on concurring wiih 
the amendment of the House, and carried—yeas 
30, nays 13, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson,Benton,Brown, 
Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Davis, 
Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, 


King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, : 
Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Stur- ` 


gecn, Tappan, Wall, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—30. ` j 
NAYS—Messrs. Betts, Calhoun, Crittenden, 
Knight, Lumpkin, Merrick, Pierce, Porter, Pres- 
ton, Spence, Tallmadge, Webster, and White—13. 
So the amendment was coneurred in, and the bill 
finally passed. 


THE SPECIAL ORDER. 
The report of the Select Committee on the as- 


sumption of State debts was then taken up, and || 
Mr. GRUNDY addressed the Senate at leng'h, and | 


with great ability, in reply. to the various objec- 
tions against the report. 


session. 
After which, the Senate adjourned. 


Without conéluding, Mr. | 
Gi gave way fora motion to go into Executive | 


the facts relative to contracts made by the CLERK 


and the price paid for the copperplate engraving 
of the same maps published by order of the Senate; 
and that said eommittee have power to send for 
persons and papers in order to enable them to com- 
ply with the foregoing instructions, 

Objection being made, Mr. PETRIKIN moved 
a suspension of the rules, to enable: him to offer 
it. And his motion prevailing, the resolution was 
received. p? 

Mr. CHARLES JOHNSTON moved to amend 
by striking out all after the word resolved, and in- 
serting the resolutions offered by him last week, as 
follows: é 

Whereas it is alleged that the Clerk of this 
House, without the au-hority of law, or sanction 
of the House of Representatives, did, on the 25th 
dey of March, and 23d day. of December laat, 
make two several contract, in writing, with one 8. 
D. Langtree, and by which contracts said Lang- 
tree agreed to furnish all the stationery, and exe- 
cute all the lithographing and copper-plate engrav- 
ing which should be required for the Twenty-sixth 
Congress, as may more fully appear by referring 
to said contracts respectively: 

And ‘whereas it is alleged that, in. pursuance of 
said contract or contracts, said Langtree (who is 
neiiher stationer, lithographer, nor engraver) has 
furnished and delivered to said CLERK, for the use 
of this House, a large quantity of stationery, and 
has presented his bill for the same, amounting to 


` $10,521.64; and that said stationery (particularly 


the paper) is of an inferior quality, and is charged 
at price equal to 20 per cent, above the usual 
prices of stationery of the best quality, and by 


' which difference ot price and quality. this Govern- 
| ment (if said bill is allowed) would sustain a loss 
; of more than $4,000 for. the stationery already de- 
| livered; and, tnat, if said contracts should bẹ sanc- 
' tioned by this House, and continued in force dur- 


ing the Twenty-sixth Congress, the Government 
would be subjected to the sacrifice of more than 
$15,000, arising from the employment of another 
-person to perform the duties which the Cipre 
himeelfis required to perform by the resolation of 
- the Howsé-passed March 3, 1827, and under which 
-it has been the uniform practice of the Clerks’ of 
-this House to furnish: the ‘stationery, until ‘the 
making of the contracts above referrcd to: There- 
fore, : t 
_. Resolved, That the Clerk of this House bas no 
power or authority to make any prospective con- 
tract which will require an application of moneys 
out of the contingent fund of this House, or an ap- 
propriation by Congress to satisfy the same, with- 


| out the express authority of this House, and that 


the contracts referred to in the foregoing preamble 
are wholly inoperative and void. 
Resolved, nevertheless, That if the said Langtree 
shall (in writing) elect to give up and cance} the 
„said wo contracts, then, and in that event, the 
Committee on Accounts dre hereby authorized tò 


| audit and allow to him his bill for stationery 
i| already delivered, and services performed, under 


said contracts, subject to such deductions as eught 
to be made therefrom on occount of the quality and 
the. prices charged therefor. And that said com- 
mittee have power to send for persons and papers. 
Mr. J. then made some remarks on the principal 
points of his amendment, but more especially on 
the power of the Clerk to make contracts. The two 
contracts made with Mr. Langtree in March and 
December last were read at the Clerk’s table, after 
which Mr. J. desired to-know on what day of De- 
cember it was on which the Clerk was re-elected. 
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The SPEAKER said it was the 21st day of that 
month. 

Mr. JOHNSTON then contended that the con- 
tracts referred to were made by Mr. Garran, the 
Clerk, without any official authority, and for which 
the House was not bound. He disclaimed im- 
puting to the Clerk any moral turpitude in his con- 
duct, but considered the centracts as entire- 
ly unauthorized, as they were made after his 
official existence had expired. Mr. J. then 

-went on to suppose a number of cases in 
which the House might be imposed upon 
by permitting the Clerk to employ a sub- 
agent for the procuring of stationery, instead of 
going directly to the paper makers himself. Among 
other matters, he referred to the single article of 
sealing wax. He supposed that a sub agent em- 
ployed by the Crerx, might farnish to the House 
-the best Victoria wax, done up in splendid paper 
bores, which cost two cents each, at $2 50 per box, 
not containing quite a pound, when the very same 
kind of wax, in similar boxes, could be purchased 
for $1 25 per pound. He also supposed a case 
where the sub-agent might go to Mr. Hudson, the 
celebrated paper maker, and purchase letter paper 
-at $5 25 per ream, paying for it by a draft on the 
United States Bank, whose notes were ten per cent. 
below par. Also, that the same paper was after- 
wards brought to this city, and sold to Government 
at $6 70 per ream. He further supposed that a 
sub-agent might go to New York city and purchase 
paper of an inferior quality, for which he mght 
_ charge the House $6 per ream, when the Secretary 
- of the Senate was buying the same kind of paper 
- for $3 50 per ream, with a reduction of 5 per cent. 
for cash. 

Mr. J. then adverted to the fact of the Cua con- 
tracting with Mr. Langiree for lithography. He 
asked why the Cierx went to Mr. L. who was 
not a lithographer, but who must necessarily go to 
an artist to get the work done. He thought Mr. 
Langiree exhibited more skill in making a con- 
tract, than in the arts, and demanded why the 
House should be burdened with the commission 
necessarily charged indirectly by a sub-agent, for 
performing a duty belenging to the CLERK? 

_ Mr. DROMGOOLE respectfally aked the chair- 
man of the Cummittee of Elections whether he was 
“mot ready to report on the New Jersey case. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, the chairman, replied in the 

affirmative, After some debate on a point of order, 

‘arising from a misapprehension on the part of Mr. 
` CHARLES JoANSTON, 


. Mr. DROMGOOLE said that, from the answer 
just given by the chairman of the Commitiee of 
Elections, be should make but a few brief remarks 
on the question before the House. He then re- 
.ferred to the 96th rule, which makes it the duty of 
the Committee on Accounts to investigate all mat- 
ters of expenditure. He would not submit the 
question as to whether that committee had the sub- 
ject already under consideration, because the rule 
in question made it their imperative duty so to do. 
Bat he would ask what was the course pursued by 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Jonnston,} a 
member of the commi'tee. He was actuaily 
shrinking from an investigation by the Committee. 
Was it not discourieous to the committ-e for the 
gentleman to come here without authority from the 
committee. [Mr. D. here explained that he used 
the term “discourteous” in a parliamentary sense } 
He appealed to the House whether it was suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the law and the fact, so as 
to determine at once, without investigation, that 
the whole contract made by the Clerk was con- 
trary tolaw. He was surprised at the course of 
the gentleman from New York, in proposing that 
the House should declare the whole contract 
‘void and fraudulent, without proper investiga- 
tion. 
-of the infernal judges, whose practice it was to de- 
-cide first, and hear testimony afterwards. Mr. D. 
asked what would be thought of a judge of our 
courts who should, at the request ,of an advocate 
- decide, without investigation, a case which proper- 
ly belonged to the jury. He had no disposition to 
screen either the Ciera or Mr. Langtree, as his 
-Yote should show; but he wished the subject to have 


It reminded him of the conduct of one | 
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a fair investigation before the proper committee, 
and did not wish to vote blindfolded. 
Mr. D. concluded by moving the previous ques- 


ion. 

Mr. LAWRENCE and Mr. JOHNSON ot Va. 
beth appealed to him to withdraw his motion, but 
he refused to do so. 

Mr. PETRIKIN modified his resolution (so as 
to make it read as given above.) 

The question on the second to the previous 
question was then taken by tellers—Messrs. Rives 
and Davies of Penosylvania acting as tellers—and 
decided in the affirmative—ayes 97, noes 73. 

The question “Shall the main question be now 
put?” coming up, 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York called for the 
yeas and nays; which having been erdered, the 
question was taken and decided in the affirmative 


—yeas 110, nays 79. i 
The main question was then taken, and decided 


unanimously in the affirmative—yeas 180, nays 


none. 
Mr. JONES of Virginia submitted a resolation 
that the House resolve itself in a Committee of the 


Whole for the purpose of considering the bill au- 
thorizing the issuing of Treasury notés, and that 
the said bill shall have precedence over all other 
business until disposed of. 

Objection being made by,several gentlemen to the 
reception of the resolution, : , 

Mr. JONES moved a suspension of the rules to 
enable him to offer it. . 

Mr. CAMPBELL expressed a wish that the re- 
solution might be laid on the table in order that he 
might have an opportunity of submitting a report 
from the Committee of Elections, on the New Jer- 
sey case. . 

Mr. BELL inquired whether the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means wished to go 
into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of 
considering the Sub-Treasury bill. If s>, he would 
vote for the motion. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia replied that he was 
as anxious as any gentleman to get up that bill; 
and the only reason why it had rot been taken up 
was, that it had not been reached in the regular 
course of business. l i 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and lost (there not being a vote 
of two-thirds) —yeas 116, nays 69, as followst 

YEAS. —Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Athertoti, 

Banks, Barnad, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson 
H. Butler, William O. Butler, Carroll, pasy, Chapman, 
Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Dana, Davee, 
John Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, James Garland, Gerry, Griffin, Habersham, Hall, 
Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N. C. Hillen, Holle- 
man, Holmes, Hoog, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, 
Joseph Johneon, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Lawrence, Leet, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, 
McCielian, McCulloeh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentis, Profit, Ramsey, Randall, 
Rhett, Rives.Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, Albert Smith, Jobn Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. W T, Watterson, 
Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and 
Worthington—116. 

NAYS—Meears. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, Bell, 
Bond, Brockway, Calhoun, W. B. Campbeil, Carter, Chitten- 
den, Clark, Crabb, Crockett, Cross, Cushing, Edward Davies, 
Garret Davis, Dennis, Dillew, Edwards, Fillmore, Rice Gar- 
land, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Graves, Green, Grinnell, William 
8. Hastings, Hawes, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Chas. Johnston, 
Wiliam Cost Johnson, Kempshatl, King, Lincom, McCarty, 
Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Oa- 
borne, Pope, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Sergeant, Simonten, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, 
Tillinghast, ‘Yoland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. 
Wagner, John White, Thomas W. Wiiliams, Lewis Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Sherrod Williams—69. 

Mr. CAMPBELL asked leave to make a report 
from the Committee of Elections. 

The SPEAKER said that reports were not in 
order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then, sir, I offer the report 
as a question of privilege, under the directions of 
the House, which were that the committee should 
report forthwith. ‘ 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that it was not 
a question of privilege. The introduction of the 
word forthwith into the order of the House could 
not make the report a special order, without a vote 
of two-thirds. 


t 


-Mr. CAMPBELL then moved a suspension of 
the rules to enable him to present the report. 

Mr. CROSS desired, before he voted on the 
question, respectfully to ask of the chairman of the 
committee if he was prepared to report every thing 
that the committee directed him to report. Mr. C. 
was called to order by several; when , 

The SPEAKER said that deba'e was not in or- 
der on a motion to suspend the rules. ; 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules, and decided in the negative, ycas 104, nays 
78, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderzon, 
Atherton, Banke, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Blackwell, Boyd, 
‘Aaron V. Browd, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, W.O. Butler, 
J. Campbell, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Con- 
nor, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John 
W. Davis, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, 
Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, James Garland, Gerry, 
Goggin, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hillen, 
Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Jameson, Joseph Johneon, Cave 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Jobn W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Lewis, Lowel), Lucas, McClellan, McCul- 
loh, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Samuel 
W. Moris. Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rhett, Rives, Edward 
Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert 
Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, J. 
Thompson, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Wael- 
ler, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Wor- 


thington—104. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, Barnard, 
Bell, Bond, Brigge, Brockway, William B. Campbell, Carter, 
Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Crabb, Curtis, Cushing, Garret 
Davis, Dawson, Dennis, Dilleu, Edwards, Evans, Fillmore, 
Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Graves, Green, Habersham, 
Hall, Wm. 8. Hastings, Hawes, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, 
Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kemp- 
shall, Lawrence, Lincoln, McCarty, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, 
Morgan, C. Morris, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Pope, Profit, Ran- 
dall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Salton- 
stall, Sergeant, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, Waddy Thompson, ‘Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett Trum. 
bull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, John White, Thomas W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and 
Sherrod Williams—78. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked leave of the House 


to introduce a Series of resolutions referring the va- 
rious subjects in the President’s message to the ap- 
propriate committees. 

. Objections being made by several members, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. EVANS of Maine said that the motion of 
the gentleman was irregular. The usual course 
was to refer the whole message to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, where it was 
discussed before referring the several parts of it to the 
appropriate committees. 1f the gentleman would 
modify his motion so as to refer the message to the 
Committee of the Whole House he would vote 
for it. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL. If the message gets into 
Committee of the Whole we should never get it out 
again. . 

The resolutions were then read for the informa- 
tion of the House. 

Mr. ADAMS desired to know if it was the gen- 
tleman’s objest; alter the expiration of two months 
of the session, to send ail the different subjects to 
the committees without previously discussing them 
in Committee of the Whole. - If so, the gentleman 
intended to effect an entire revolution in the prac- 
tice of the House. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL would respond to the in- 
quiry of the gentleman from Massachusetts. The 
friends of the Administration were not justly charge- 
able with a delay in the reference of the mes- 
sage. ; 

[Here Mr. V. was interruptcd with repeated 
calls to order.] 

The CHAIR stated that the debate was not in 
order. 

Mr. VANDERPOKL then said he would make 
a direct answer to the gentleman’s inquiry. It 
was not his intention that the message should go to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative—there not being a vote of two-thirda— 
yeas 104, nays 85. 

Mr. LAWRENCE moved to refer the message 
of the President te the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved to amend the motion 
by excepting from it the subject of the Northeast- 
ern boundary, and referring it to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. LAWRENCE said that could be done by 
general consent. There would be no objection, he 
presumed, to referring the Northeastern boundary 
question to the Committee on Foreign Affairs as 
soon as the message got into Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. CLIFFORD then observed that, with that 
understanding, he had no objection to the motion 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

The question was then taken: on Mr. Law- 
RENCES motion, and it was cariied without a di- 
vision. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired if it was then in or- 
der to move that the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole, for the purpose of con- 
sidering the President’s message. 

The SPEAKER said the motion would not then 
be in order. . 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. Then, sir, I give notice 
that I shall move every day, at one o'clock, to go 
into Committee of the Whole, antil the motion 
shall prevail. 

It being now a quarter past 5 o'clock, 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- 
tees for reports, (pursuant to the rale which sets 
apart one hour for the same,) commencing with 
the Committee on Public Lands, where the call 
had last been suspended. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lauds, reported 

A bill to annex a certain tract of land to the Coo- 
sa land district, in the State of Alabama, and for 
other purpozes; 

A bill for the relief of Suttler Stephens; and 

A bill establishing an additional land district in 
the State of Alabama; 
which were severally referred to the Commitee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, from the same 
eommiitee, reported 

A bill for the removal of the land office from 
Chocchama, Mississippi, to Granada, in said State; 


and 

A bill for the relief of Jas. L. Cockson; 
which were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. T. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petiion of Harrison R. Blanch, and asked that the 
committee be discharged from the further conside- 
ration thereof; which was agreed lo. 

Mr. WHITE of Kentncky, from the same com- 
mittee, reported unfavorably on the petition of 
John Cole; which report was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed; also, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William Wil- 
liams, deceased; and 

A bill to allow further time to the trustee of 
Cen:re College to dispose of the lands heretofore 
granted forthe Deaf and Damb Asylam in the State 
of Kenttcky; 
which were read twice, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JAMES GARLAND, fiom the same com- 
mittee, reported 
_ A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
John Gambale; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Tacker; 
which were read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee for the 
District of Colambia, report: d a resolution to ap- 
propriate $3000 for a temporary ferry between the 
broken parts of the Potomac bridge; which was re- 
ferred tu the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BEIRNE, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill to incorporate the Washington City Be- 
nevolent Society, 

Mr’ JOHNSON of Maryland, from the same 
committee, reported a resolution, that the 
Committee for the District of Colambia be au- 
thorized to employ a Clerk, and allow him §4 per 
day; which resolution was rejected—yeas 62, nays 


86. 
Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committe on the 


Judiciary, asked to be discharged from the farther 
consideration of the bill for changing the time of 
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‘persons. 
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holding the term of the District Court of Alaba- 
ma; which was agreed to. 

Mr. S. also reported 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and repre- 
sentatives of Thomas Atkinson, deceased; 

A bill to enable the United Staies to discharge 
liens and incumbranees upon certain real estates; 

A bill confirming to the State of Indiana cer- 
tain lands in that Siate; and 

A bill for the relief of John H. Sheppard; 
which were severally referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed. | 

Mr. HOFFMAN, from the same committee, re- 
ported 

A bill for the relief of certain debtors of the 
Unied States, and to repeal certain acts relating 
to such debtors; which was reierred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered to be printed. 

The call for reports had proceeded only so far 
as the Committee on the Judiciary, when the hour ~ 


having elapsed, 
Mr. R. GARLAND called for the orders of the 
a. 


day. 


Pending which motion, the House adjour 
IN SENATE, 
Tavrspay. March 5, 1840; i 
BANKRUPT LAW. : 

resented a petitivn from the diy of New 

m. 8. Parrott and one hundréd and fifty 
others, praying for the eatablishment of a uniform bankrupt 
law in the United States. 

Mr. Benton said that the petitioners in sending their 
petition to him, a Senator from another Stale, while their 
own State was represented on this floor, clearly expected 
from him something more than its mere presentation; they evi- 
dently expected him to say something on the subject-matter of 
the petition, and probably of his own sentiments in relation te 
it. In this he had no objection tegratify them. He had been 
long enough in the Senate, and attentive enough to questions of 
public interest, to have formed an opinion in relation to the 
bankrupt question; and, having formed it, he had no objection 
to express it on any proper occasion. 

Assuming the present to be a proper occasion, he would go 
on to say that, twice since he had been a member of the Se- 
nate, the subject of a general bankrupt law had been pressed 
upon Congress—once in the House of Representatives near 
twenty fh ago, and again in the Senate about a dozen years 

‘0. ith the first of these movements he had nothing to do, 
the bill which originated in the House of Representatives hav- 
ing been rejectedin that body, without coming to the Senate; in 
the second movement he acteda decided part, and waa one of 
twelve who then voted to include banks in the general law 
against bankrupts. 1n the final question he voted against the 
bill; and should so vote again in relation toa general bankrupt 
Jaw which should not be applicable to corporations aa well as to 


Mr. BENTON 
York, signed by 


Mr. B. went on to say that there was a general movement go- 


i äng on at this time, in the principal cities, in favor of a Ration- 
al 


ankrupt law; and petitions were daily arriving in the Se- 
‘nate in favor of the object. All this was very natural after the 
! wrecks which had been made in the commercial world by the 
i expansions, contractions, and explosions of the paper system 
\; Within the last seven years. It was all very natural; but to 
| give a chance of success to the movement, it must emerge from 
the narrow boundaries of a class, and spread out upon a broad 
Í basis, and assume a general and national form. A bankrupt 
‘pill for merchants and traders only, cannot be expected to pase: 
it has been tried often and has failed. To fail again would be the 
‘Gnevitable fate of such a movement, and that by a larger 
Vyote than heretofore; for all the reasons for inclu ing other 
Classes have now become stronger than ever. Persons whe are 
not merchants or tradere, have been carried away by the spirit 
; of the times, and have been involved in debts from which they 
; gee no means of extrication. These have a right to the relief of 
‘a hankrupt law, as well as those regularly engaged in trade; at 
Í the same time they should not be subject to the compulsory ap- 
+ plication of the law. With them the a lication of the law 
should be voluntary and optional: it should only be applied to 
them on their own petition; while with those regularly engaged 
in trade, and particularly bound to know the laws of trade, and 
to obey these laws, the application of the law should be com- 
pulsory, and should take effect upon the petition of a given 
proportion of the creditors. This extension of the prin- 
ciple of the act would make it universal in its ap- 
plication to persons; its extension to corporations would be 
all that would be wanting to make it entirely national. and fitly 
applicable to every case in which the re ation of debtor and 
creditor existed. Now the question is, why should not these 
corporations be subject to the same law for bankrup‘s to which 
natural persons are subject? and the answer is, that the 
ought to be so subject—that their number—their wealth—their 
privileges—their duties—their conduct—their artificial struc- 
ture—iheir relation to the eommunity, and the relation of the 
community to them; their power over the States in forcing a 
violation of contracts, and the tender of paper money, and the 
duty of Congress to prevent the States from impairing contracts, 
or making any thing but gold and silver a tender im payment ot 
debts; all these circumstances and considerations point out cor- 
orations, not merely as the fitand proper, but asthe pre-emi- 
nently fit and proper subjects for the application of a bankrupt 
law. , 
Their number is excessive, and the number of persons be- 
longing te each corporation is great. Take a single branch of 
these corporations—the banks—and see the number of persons 
interested in them, and see what agap ina wational law their 
exemption from the bankrupt act would make. Their number 
is computed at near one thousand; at an average of forty or 
fifty stoekholdera to each, a mass of forty or fifty thongand men 


would be given; all tobe exempt from the operation ef a na- 
tionallaw. Yet this isonly the ing—it is the commence- | 


ase 


classes. The banks, numerous as 
they are, are nothing but a unit in the vast sum of the corpora- 
uons. ‘The whole Union ia filled with these artificial beings— 
bodies of men associated for trade or business—protected by 
acta of incorporation, and engaged in every conceivable pur- 
suit of which the head or haad of man is capable. To say that 
thereare ten thousand of these corporations in the Union, would 
be to make a guess in a case where certainty is unattainable, 
and where the guess would be ag apt to be under as to be ever 
the mark. At the amall estimate of twenty or thirty members 
to each of these corporations, there would result a body of two 
or three hundred thousand men to be exempted from a law 
called uniform and national. 

The wealth of these corporations is great; the property which 
they hold ia enormous, and they constitute themselves debtors 
to the whole community. Associated wealth is now the order 
of the day; chartered incorporations possess an immense pro- 
portion of the wealth of the country. In subjecting the pros 
perty, debts, ani effects of an ordinary merchant or trader, to 
distribution under a bankrupt law, I have no idea of exempting 
from the same process the immense and almost boundless 
wealth held by chartered and associated companies, 

The privileges of corporations are also great. They possess 

great and extraordinary privileges; and I have no idea of add- 
ing to the number of these privileges by exempting them from 
the operation of a law directed against other debtors. They. 
have the benefit of ali the laws against debtors; ifa bankrupt 
dill is passed, they will have the benefit of that also against 
those who are in debt to them. They will be included in the 
list of creditors for a pro rata distribution of the debtor s effec. 
Then why exempt them from the effects of a law against them- 
selves, the benetit of which they have against others? These 
corporations have privileges enough already, and far too manyt 
it is not extension, but diminution of privilegea, which they 
ought to look for. Many of them pay no taxes; the prca 
perty of the stockholders ia not liable for the debta 
of the institution ; they sne their debtors, sell their property, 
and put their bodies in jail. They have the privilege of stamp- 
ing bite of paper with figures and icwres,and forcing it ypon 
the community for money; they have the privilege of usury; 
for they may iend, and that by law, three or more paper dollars 
{or each silver one they possess. In addition to all this, they 
take the privilege of becoming bankrupt when they please. 
They practise bankruptcy when and how they please; they 
havé given examples enough of that within these three yeals 
past: and is it to be tolerated, that these corporations, 10 mldi- 
tion to all their other vast privileges and exemptions from law, 
are also to have the privilege of being bankrupt, and silicting 
the country with the evils of bankruptcy, without being tham- 
selves subject to the laws of bankruptcy? . i 

The duties of these corporations make them peculiarly fit for 
the remedies of a bankrupt law. Their duties are to pay mo; 
ney, and to pay it punctually. They deal in money: they live 
by dealing in it: they get rich by dealing 1 it: and they get 
possession of the actual money of the country, by promising 
to pay it back again when wanted. They receive depositer , 
than which nothing can be more sacred, nor impose a higher 
obligation to return with fidelity. They exact a credit from 
the whole co.smunity, by their promise to pay on demand the 


ment only of the exempted 


| amount of the notes they issue. It is their duty to pay..the:e 


deposites and these notes, and to pay with fidelity and puncture 
ality. It is their sacred duty to do so: and if they fail in that 
duty, they are far more fit and proper subjects for the operation 
of a bankrupt law than the ordinary merchant and trader. 

The conduct of these corporations is another reason for sub- 
jecting them to the bankrupt iaw, and that conduct consists in 
refusing to pay when they can pay! Disability is one thing 
—disinclination is another. Not to be able to pay, may be un- 
fortunate; not to be willing to pey, must be criminal; and thie 
is the case w.th the greater part of the non-paying banksof the 
Union. They affirm their ability to pay: moat ef them deny 
that they weie under any necessity to stop pay mest; and afi m 
that they only did so because others had set the example: some 
ef them in fact are shipping millions of specie to Europe,whiie 
denying a shilling to their depositors and tote holders at home: 
and many of them resist resumption by others aa well as by 
themeelves. 'Thisisthe conduct of the non-paying banka; and 
it is evil conduct—bad conduct —misconduct—and eminently 
entitles them to the most rigorous treatment against bankrupts. 

The artificial structure, and the trustee character of these 
corporations, is another argument in favor of subjecting them 
to the bankrupt process. They are artificial, not natura! be- 
ings: they are trustees, not owners, of the property of the çor- 
poration. If the natural man, made by -the hand of the Al- 
mighty, impressed with his image, and endowed with inherett 
ad inalienable righta by his Creator—one of which is the right 
of acquiring property; if this natural man may bave the. pre- 
perty taken outof hia hands which is his own, which he: hea 
gained by his industry, or received by inheritance from his an- 
cestors, or acceptedas a portion with hie wife; if this natural 
man may thus be stripped of his vton, and see it placed in the 
hands of assignees for distribution among his craditore, with 
what face can the artificial being, called a cor ion, which 
his neither parent, wife, nor child, and whose mai.agere 
are nothing but trustees, managing property which is 
is not their own—with what facecan this artificial being, and 
us trustees, claim an exemption from a process to which the 
natural man, and his celf-owned estate, is to he subject? In 
one case, the owner of the property is substituted by trustees; 
in the other ease, it is only anew estof trustees substituting an 
old set. The assignees of a bankrupts estate become the 
trusteesof the property for the benefit of the creditors; and if 
the legal owner may be superseded and substituted by these 
legal trustees, why may not a bank directory (who are nothi 
but chartered trusteea,) give place to other trustees appointed 
by the law? The resultof their management, supposing the 
bank over which they preside to commit an act of bank) upicy; 
the result of their management is a proof that they are either 
unfortunate, or incapable, or unfaithful trustees; and.in either 
event, it is consonant to justice to change them for others; 
and thisis all that a bankrupt law would propaee todo. It 
would turn over their trust toa new set of trustees, to makea 
settlement of the concern, and to pay off, as far as possible, 
the persons to whom they had become indebted, and to whom 
they were either unwilling or unable to make payment, or 
among whom they might exercise favoritism; paying some, 
and refusing others. ` 

The relation of these corporationsto the community, and the 
relation of the community to them, is another strong 
culiar reason for subjecting them to the strong arm, and rs thes 3 
equitable provisions, of a bankrupt law. ©f all the objesta 


238 


upon the earth able to contract debts—of all the classes of 
debtors, natural orartificial-~banks of circulation are the most 
fit and proper sobjects for bankrupt laws. Every part of their 
structure, and the whole course of their action, mark them out 
for the application of the remedy which the bankrupt laws 
apply. They are too strong for individuals to contend with; 
ene therefore should be placed in contention with a strong 
power. They are too strong for State power; and there- 
fore should be placed in contention with the power of 
the United States; and happily, that power is vested in 
the United States by the Federal Constitution. As BAN Ks, 
Congress cannot exercise any direct legislation over these insti 
tutions; as BANKRUPTS, they fall under its jurisdiction. All 
that Congress has to do then is ta exercise its constitutional 
power over bankrupts ; and it will present an authority strong 
enough to contend with banks, and to keep them in subordina- 
tion to the laws of the country- Their course of action, still 
more than their great power, rendera them peculiarly fit for the 
pankrupt proceas. They act in secret, and they exacta general 
credit from the community. Nobody knows their means, yet 
every body must trust them. They send “their promises to 
pay” farand wide: they push them into every body’s hands: 
they make them small that they may get into the hands of 
small dealers—into the hands of the laborer, the widow, the 
child, the ignorant, and the helpless. Suddenly the bank 
` atopas payment: it refuses ty pay, while professing 
ability to pay: and all these holders of its “promises? are 
repulsed from its door, and without remedy. A few on the 
ppor get a little; the strong, and the favored, may get their due; 
the mass become the victims. If it isa suspension, they sell 
at a discount; if a fatiure, they lose all. For each holder of a 
small note to sue upon it, is a troublesome and løsing business. 
The only adequate remedy—the only Temedy that promises 
4 s ice to the community—is the bankrupt remedy of assignees 
t distribute the effecte. This makes the real effects available. 
When a bank stops, it has little er no specie; but it has. or 
oath: to have, a goud mass of solvent debts. At present all these 
à bis are unavailable to the:community: they go to a few large 
and favored creditors; and those who are most in need— 
the holders of the small notes—get nothing. But a strong- 
er view remains to be tsken of these debts. ‘The mass of 
tiem are generally due from the stockholders and directors of the 
Dink; and these gentlemen do not make themselves pay. They do 
not sue themselves, and sell their own property, and put their 
own bodiesin jail. They serve others sv. They sue, sell out, 
and imprison others; but as to themselves, who are the main 
debtors, it isquite another affair. They take their time, and 
usually wait till the notes ofthe bank are heavily depreciated, 
and then equare off witha few cents in the dollar. They pay 
their notes in bank with their notes out‘of bank, bought at a dis. 
count. Here, then, isa crying case for the bankrupt remedy. 
A commission of bankruptcy ts the remedy for this evil. A 
change of the trusteea—a substitution of assignees in the place 
of the directory—is the way to make this class of debtors pay 
up. Aprorata distribution is the way to do justice to all. 
Under the bankrupt remedy, every holder of a note, no matter 
how small in amount the note may be—no matter how far dis- 
tant from the bank the holder may reside—on forwarding the 
note to the assignees, he will receive his rateable proportion of 
the bank’s effecte; and that without trouble; without expense, 
and without personal attention from himself, 

Bestdes these great reasons for applying a bankrupt law to 
torporations, there are other great purposes to he accom- 
plished, and some most sacred dutiesto be fulfilled, hy the same 
means. Our Constitetion contains three most vital prohibi- 
tions upon the States, of which the Federal Government is the 
guardian and the guaran:ee, an which are now publicly trod- 


en ander foot. No State sholi emut bills of credit: no State | 


shall make any thing but gold and silver a tender in pay. 
ment of debis: no Staie shal! pass any larw impairing the 
obligation of contracts. So siys the Constitution! So says 
that sacred fundamental law which it isthe duty of every citi 
gen to protect, preserve, and defend, But a rew powrt has 
sorung np among us, and hag annulled all these prohibitions. 
‘That new power is the oligarchy of banks’ This oligar- 
chy has done what the States dare nut do. It has filled the 
whole land wih bills of credit; for all admit that a bank 
note not convertible at the will of the holder inte specie, is a 
Pileferedit. Ithis set aside the constitutional currency. and 
imade paper money, and even depreciated paper, a forced ten- 
der in payment ofevery debt. It has violated its own Con'racis, 
aad compelled all individuats, and the Federal Government, 
and the State Governments, to violate theirs; and has obtained 
from sovereign States an express eanetion. or a silent acqui- 
escence, in this double violation of sacred duties, and in this 
triple annulment of constitutional obligations, This is what the 
oligarchy of banks haa done; this is what many of the bap ks are 
now doing; and he way to prevent these evils—the way to 
preserve, protec’, and defand our Constitution in these vital 
particulars, and to do it withouta collision with the States—is 
to exercise our constitutional power of applying a bankrupt 
Jaw to bankrupt banka. ae 
Mr. B. said there was nothing vew in applying a bankrupt 
Jaw to banks. It was done in England, where NINETY-TWO 
banks were subjected to this process in the years 1614, 115, and 
116; and:many others before and since. The remedy was ori- 
Eioalty directed against bankers, and bankers alone. We got 
the idea of this law from the English; they got it from the Ia- 
lians of the middle ages; and these Italiane obtained it fiom the 
civil law of the Rumans. In alj these countries—in ancient 
Rome, in modern Faiy, in England—tie bankrupt Jaw applied 
to corporations, and especially to banks and bankers; and It is 
only'in the United States that these institutions have become 
too powerful to be subject to the laws which apply to them in 
other countries. In England alone, there is a limitation of the 
application; the Bank of England, the East India Company, and 
some others, being exempt. 
In presenting the petitiun sent to him from the city of New 
York, Mr. B. thought it proper to cay thus much uf his opi- 
nions in relation to the subject of the petition. It might he of 
some service to those engaged in calling the attention of Con- 
ps tothe passage of a general law, to know that, by includ- 
ng banks, they may gain some acceseion—his accession at least 
—to their cause; and it might be some consvla‘ion to the bank- 
ridden people of this country to know, that they can regulate 
theeF institutions, 
unas whenever they choose to apply a bankrupt law to 
them. 
Mr. B. concluded with hailing, as one of the auspicious signs 
of the times—ae showing the progress of the age towards cor- 
foot principles—the enthusiasm with which wae received, a 


and make them subordinste to the laws of the - 
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few days ago, in a great city, and in a large meeting of mixed 
politicians, the sentiment of including corporations Ia the pro- 
visions of a general bankrupt law. He alluded to the great 
meeting lately held in the city of New York, presided over by 
the Mayor, (Mr. Varian,) and attended by the business commu 
nity, without distinction of parties. In that meeting, Mr. But- 
Jer, the late Attorney-General of the United States, being called 
on for his opinion, gave it in favor of including corporauions 1n 
the same act which should apply to persons; and the sentiment 
was received with enthusiasm—with vehementapplause. 

Mr. B. said this was cheering—it was encouragement to go 
on. Twelve years ago, when himself anda few Senators voted 
in favor of including banks in the bill then der ending, their 
vote found little or no respense in the public bosom. hres 
years ago.when he made a speech to the same point, he received 
nothing but solitary responses, coming from individuals, in dif- 
ferent parts of the Union, Now the sentiment finds its re- 
sponse in the bosom of the largest meeting of business Men 1D 
the firatcity of the New World; and from this great centre it 
must go forth to find responses from every quarter of the 
Union. 

Mr. B. then presented the petition, which received the usu- 
al reference to the Judiciary Committee, 

The CHAIR presented a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, in reply to a resolution 
of the Senate of the 17th of February, in relation 
to the necessity of further legislation in regard tv 
the papers of vessels bound on foreign voyages; 
which was referred to the Commiltee on Com- 


merce. 

Also, a resolation of the House of Representa- 
tives of the Territory of Ficrida, to precure the 
pas-age ofa law to authorize the sale of certain lots 
in the town of St. Marks, in that Territory; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented resolutions of the 


Legislature of the State of Missis»ippi, in favor of : 


the passege of the Independent Treasury bill, and 
of the bili to graduate *he price of the public lands 
to aciual settlers, and approving the policy of the 
past and present Administrations; which were read, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from citizens 
of New York, praying for the enactment of a gene- 
ral bankrupt law; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial from citizens 
of Evsex county, New York, praying a reduction 
of the rates of postage. i 

Mr. TAPPAN presented. a letter from William 
D. Jones, asking compensation for extra services 
performed wh:le consal at Mexico; which, with a 
resolution of inquiry on the subject, was referie 
to the Ccmmitiee on Fo:eign Affairs. l 

Mr. LINN, frm the Committee on Private 


“Land Ciaim~, reported a bill for the relief of John 


Ccmpton; which was sead, and ordered to a second 
ceading. 


Mr. WALL, from the Joint C«mmittee on the | 


Library, made a report on the subject of the Ma- 
dison Papers, by which it appears that they have 
been prinied, and are ready for delivery: the report 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Ciaims, to which was referred the petition of Wil- 
liam McMahen, made an adverse repert the.on; 
wh'ch was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAYTON, frem the Committee of the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the memorial cf 
Saninel Lord, made a report therecn, accompanied 
by a biilfor his ielief; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. l 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which was referred the memorial of 
citizens of Ohio, for a read from the valey of the 


| Obiv tothe valley of the Columbia river, made an 


adverse report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, 

Resolved, That the Secr:tary of the Senate be, 
and hereby is, authorized to pay out of the con- 
tingent fund of the Senate, any excessof postage 
cha:ged upcn packages directed to members of the 
Senate upen public business. 

On motion of Mr. NICHOLAS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Pest Roads be instructed to inquire if any and 
what further legislation may be necessary to .1- 
sure ihe prompt and punctual transportation of 
the mail between Mobile and New Orieans. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasrry be 


directed to report to the Senate what amcunt of i 


money has accrued, being the 5 per cent of the 
nett proceeds of the jands lying within the State of 


Alabama, reserved for the purposes apecified in 
6th section of the act of Congress, 2d March, 1819, 
entitled an act to enable the people of Alabama 
Territory to form a Cons ‘itution and State Guvern- 
ment, and for the admission of such State into the 
Union ov an equal footing with the original States, 
and what portion of the 3 per cent. (parce! of said 
5 per cent, fund) authorized by the said act to be 
expended under the direction of the Legislature of 
Alabama, has been paid to the State of Alabama. 
BILLS PASSED. 

The bill to extend for a lcnger time the several 
acts now in force for the relief of insolvent debtors 
of the United States; and 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to make an arrangement or compromise with 
any of the sureties on bonds given to the United 
States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the 
customs for the port of New York; 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

THE SPECIAL ORDER. 

The report of the Select Committee on the as- 
sumption of State debts, was then taken up, and 
Mr. GRUNDY concluded his remarks on the sub- 
ject. 

A fter some further remarks from Mr. GRUNDY 
and Mr. TALLMADGE, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Trurscay, March 5, 1840. 

Mr. CHINN asked leave to offer a resolation, 
calling upon the Postmaster General for informa- 
tion re'ating to the irregniarities of the mait be- 
tween New York and New Orleans. 

Objection having been made by Mr. CRAIG, 

Mr. CHINN said the question was one of im- 
portance to the whole country; and he moved a sus- 
pension of the rule.’ 

Which motion having been put, the House re- 
fused to suspend the rule. 

Mr JONES of Virginia asked permission to offer 
a resolution that the House shall, on to-morrow, 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, until one o'clock, for the parpose of con 
sidering the bill authorizing the issue of five mil- 
lions of Treasury notes, and that the bill be con- 
sidered every morning at the sam: hour, until finally 
disposed of, 4 - 

Mr. GRAVES objected. He thought ths better 
way woold be to go on with the regùlar business 
en the SreaKeR’s table, by which cou's2 the Sub- 
Treasury bill might probably be reached to-day, 
and referred. 

Mr. JONES assured the gentleman from Ken- 
tacky that the Sub-T'reasury Lill wou'd be taken 
up and referred at the earliest practicable moment. 
He, himself, would shortly a k its refererce to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, after which, 
although ‘he ‘woaid give no ple’ge as to the time 
when it would be reported, yetthe gentleman might 
depend that it woald be acted upon with the least 
possible delay. He rep-ated that on hig part no 
effort shoud be wanucg to bring it before: the 
House at the earlies: practicable moment. 

Mr. J. then moved a suspension of the rules 
to enable him to offer the ressiution; which motion 
was negatived, year 103, nays 73, as follows, [not 
two-thircs J i i 

YEAS—Messrs. Judeon Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Boyd. Brewster, A. V. Brown, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, Wiliam O. Butier, Carr, Carrol!, Ca- 
sey, Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Dana, Davee, 
John Davis, John W. Davis, Doan, Deig, Dromgoole, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fleteher, Floyd, Fornance, James Gar- 
land, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Haw- 
kins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Heok, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, 
Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Malory, Marchand, Mil- 
ler, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, 
Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogera, James Rogers, Shaw, 
Shepard, Albert Smith, John &mith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Tay- 
lor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanilerpoal; 
David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, aud Worthington—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adames, John W. Allen, Andrews, Bell, 
Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Carter, Chittenden, Clark, 
Cushing, Edward Davies, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dillett, 
Edwards, Evans, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goggin; Goade, 
Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Grintell, Halt, Wiliam 8. 
Hastings, Hawes, Heory, Hil! of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, 
James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, Lincoin, Mason, 
Mitchell, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Ogle, Osborne, Pope, Ren. 


bo i a TAS 


dall, Randolph, Rariden. Rayner, Ridgway, Ruseell, Simonton, 
Blade, Truman Smith, Stan 7 Bora, uart Ea may w 

ompeon, Tillinghast, Tolar riplett, Trumbull, Peter J. 
ae wart Do hite, John White, Thomas W. Wil 


liams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Sherrod 
Wilans—73. 
The standing committees were then called on for 


reporis. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House do now 

to the orders of the day. 

Mr. CAMPBELL hoped before the House pro- 
ceeded to the orders of the day, that he might be 
permitted to make the report from the Committee 
of Elections, on the New Jersey case. 

In answer to a question as tn whether the report 
cou'd not be received at any time, 

The SPEAKER responded that the report could 
only be received when reports should be in order 
from the Commit ee of E'ect:ons. 

Mr. CAMPEELL then moved a suspension of 
the rules io enable bim to make the report. 

Seseral members suggested to Mr. C. that the 
better course would be to allow the question first to 
be taken on the motion of Mr. Bricas, as im case 
the House should refuse to proceed to the orders 
of the day, the call for reports would be continued, 
so that the report could te made in order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL then withdrew his motion to 
saspend the rules. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
take up the orders of the day, and it was negatived 


—yeas 83, nays 104. 
Mr BAHUELS, from the Committes on the Judiciary, re- 


P 

A bill for the relief of Sarah B. Mith and her children; which 
was twice read and conmitted 

Also made an unfavorable report ou the petiti 
aentarives of Peyton Randolph, deceased; which was laid on the 


table. 

Mr. STORRS, from the same committee, reported a bill for 
the reel of Benjamin Fry; which was read twice, and com 
mitte 

Mr. TURNEY, from the same committee, reported 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Wallis, and the heirs and legal 
representatives of Robert Leckie and leremiah D. Hayden, de- 


7 

A bill to refanda fine imposed on the late Matthew Lyon, un- 
der the sedition law, to his heirs and legal representatives; 
which were read twice, and commitied. 

Mr. CRARY, from the same committee, reported a bill for 
the relief of William Saunders and William R. Porter, sureties 
of Wiltiam Estis; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
reported a biil to authorize the payment of the seven years’ 
haif pay, due on account of the death of Captain William 
Gregory, to the person or persons entitled to the same; which 
was twice, and committed. 

_Mr. TALIAFERRO, irom the same committee, reported a 
Dill to authorize the payment of seven years’ half pay of a lieu- 
tenant, due on account of ihe death of Lieutenant Jonathan Dye 
who wae killed in the battle of Brandywine; which was read 
twice and commitied. 

Mr. HALL, from the same committee, reported the followirg 
resolution, which was agreed to by the House: 

_ Resoived, Taatthe Committee on Revolutionary Claims be 
instrucced to inquire into the character and amount ef proof 
which is required Ly exis ing laws and regulations to establish 
claims on the U. States tor Revolutionary services in the Virginia 
continental and State line and navy; and whetherany, and what 
further legislative provisions be necessary in regard to the mode 
of adjusting and allowing claims for such services; and thatthe 
reporis ofa select commie on the same subject made st the 

sossion, with the papers accompanying said reports, be re- 
ferred to the said Committee on Revolutionary Clama 

Mr. ELY, made unfavorable reports on the cases of the heirs 
of Captain Jacob Cohen, the heirs of Captain Leighton Yan- 
pay dh and the heirs of Richard Epperson; which were laid on the 


Mr. MUNTGOMERY made an unfavorable report on the 

ceso! the heirs of Captain Abraham Livingston: laid on the 
e. 

Mr. RANDOLPH made unfavorable reports on the ences of 
the heirs of Capt. Blough Shelton, the heirs of Capt. Garland 
Bumiey, the heirs of Patrick Coyle, the ‘heirs of Ca t. Daniel 
McNeil and the beirsofjCaptain William ,Langberne: laid on 

e 


On motion, the Committee on Revolutionary Claims were 
cusps cide the case of George Townley; and it was laid on 
Mr. BRIGGS, from the Committee on Public Expenditures, 
veported the following resolution; which was read, and laid on 


the table: 

Resolved, That, the daties originally signed to the Com- 
mittee on Public Expenditures, by the rules of the House hav- 
ing mince been tr ferred toother Commitiees,and the said Com- 
mittee on Public Expenditures having no duties to perform, the 
rule for its ment be abolished. 

Mr. OORWIN, from the Committee on the Public Landa, re- 


A bill granting atownship of land to the Territory of Florida 
for the establishment of the Dade institute; is 

A bill for the relief of the owners of bounty land warrants 
granted for military services in the late war between the United 
saree can a Britain; 

A bill to authorize the Legislature of the State of Tennessee 
to sell the lands heretofore appropriated for the use of schools in 


which vil 

which bille were severally read twice, and itted to 

Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. ette 
Mr. WICK, from the Gommittes on Private Land Claims, r 
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A bill for the relief of the children of Stephen Johnson, de, | 


ceased; 

A bill for the rel:ef of Mary Sroufe; 

A bill for the relief of Hyacinth Lassel; 
which were severally twice read, and committed. 

Mr. HASTINGS, irom the same committee, reported 

A dill for the relief of Wiliam Marbury of Louisiana; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. BUTLER ot Kentucky, from the same committee, Te- 


ported 3 
< A bill for the reliefof cortain settlers on the salt lick reserva- 
tion, inthe Western District of Tennessee; 

A bill for the reliefor Chilton Allen and others; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. K. GARLAND, from the same committee, reported 

A bill for the r hef of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Don i De Vilemont; which was read twice, and com. 
mitted. 

Mr. E D. WHITE, from the same committee, made a re- 

ction the cases of Pierre Molaison, Pierre Richeuz, Francois 

artin, Alice Foley, and Alexander Comeon, accompanied by 
a bill for the relief of Pierre Molaison and others. 

Mr. DILLET, from the same cominittee, reported 

A bill confirming the claim of Augustine Lacasta to & certain 
tract of land therein named; aud 

ADIN for the relief of Oliver Welch: 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. D. also reported Senate bill, without amendment, enti- 
tled “An act to confitm the title to a certain tract of land in the 
county of Mobile, in the State of Alabama.” ; 

On motion, the Committee on Private Land Claims were dis- 
charged from the cases of the Tepresentatives of Gregory Sar- 
pey and the representatives of Charles Brown’s heirs. And 
gaid cases were laid on the table. 

On motion, the Committee on Private Land Claima were dis- 
charged from the petition of Samuel Myers; and it was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committes on Manufactures, re- 
ported an act to insure the more faithful execution of the lawa 
relating to the collection of duties on imports; which was read 
twice, and committed. . 

Mr. BELL, frem the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
a resolution, which was agreed to, that the Committee on In- 

dian Affaita, charged with the consideratien of a memoria! al- 
leging fraud in the negotiation ofthe treaty made with the Cad- 
do Indians on the 1st July, 1835, have power to send for persons 


d papers, 

Mc. CAVE JOHNSON, from the Committee on Miltary Af- 
fairs, reported 
~ A bill making an appropriation for surveying the Cumber- 
land road from Vandalia, Illinois, to Jefferson City, Missouri; 

An act making allowances to pay masters of the army; 

A bi lauthorizing the Commissary General of Subsistence to 
employ toadditional clerks iu his office; 

Also, sundry amendments to the bill to authorize the Presi- 
den: of the United States to raise a force of 1,600 men to serve 
against the Florida Indians; 

i A hill to provide for the better protection of the Northwestern 
frontier; 

A bill making appropriations for the establishment of certain 
fortifications; 
which were severally read twice, and committed, 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the same committee, made a repart upon 
the memorial of General Danie! Parker, accompanied by a bill 
for hia re‘ief; which were ordered t be printed, togethor with a 
report made in the same case, at the second session of the 
Twenty-fifth Congress, and made the order of the day for to- 
morrow. 

Mr. G. also, from the same committee, made a report on the 
petition of Nathaniel Offutt and others, ciiizens of the county 
of Hampshire. in Virginia, asking the release of Valentine Caw 
gill f om service in the army ofthe United Sta:es, adveree to the 
same: lait on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KEMBLE, from the eame committee reported 

A bill to equalize the pay of the army, and for other pur- 
poses: which was read twice, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whoie on the state of the Union. 

Also, an adverse reportin the case of William Strider; which 
was laid on the tab'e. ; 

Mr. HOLLEMAN, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the sureties and heirs and repre- 
sentatives of Melancton M. Bostwich, deceased; which was 
read twice, anil committed. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the same committee, reported a bill 
authorizing the construction of a dry dock for the naval rer- 
vice in the harbor of New York; which was read twice, and 
oe to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

nion, 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
reported a bitl for the relief of Alexander H. Everett; which 
was read tiwce, and committed. 

Mr. PICKENS, from the same committee, reported a bill to 
refund certain duties in the ease of the French ship Alexandre; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole onthe state of the Union. 

Ordered, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be dise 
charged from the petitions of citizens in relation to ‘a Con- 
gress of Nations for the preservation ef the peace of the 
word; also, from the petitions of Heman Cady and Jonathan 

alker. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, from the same committee, reported a reso- 
lution, which was agreed to, directing the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs to inquire what legislation, if any, is neceseary to 
secure to the State of Maine her rights of jurisdiction accord- 
ing to the treaty of 1783, and to protect her in the enjoyment 
of the eame against foreign Invasion. 

Mr. STUART, from the Commitee on Territories, reperted 

A bill for the relief Jeremiah Smith, jr and 

A bill to amend the act establishing the Territorial Govern- 
mentof Wisconsin; , 
wEich were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the same committee reported a bill 
concerring the judiciary of Winconsin; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. ROPE, from the same committee, reported 

A billjo authorize the Legislative Council of Jowa to in- 
grease the jurisdiction of justices of the peace in said Terri- 


tory; 
IT pm e enable the people ef Iowa to form a Constitution 
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eon 
ri Fiato Government, and for the admisston of such State into- 
the Union; : : 

A bill to authorize the people of Middle and West Florida to 
form a constitution, preparatory to being admitied into the 
Union asa State; and 

A joint resolution disapproving certain laws ofthe Governer 
and Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin; 
which were severally twice read, and committed. = 

Mr. E. DAVIS, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen: 
sions, reported 

A bill for the reliefof Elizabeth Davidson; 

A bill for the relief of John H. Genther; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
William Lomax; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Becker; 

A bill for the relief of Jabez Collins; 

A bill for the relief of Phoebe Dickman, 

A bill for the relief of James Phelps; 

A bill for the relief of William B. Winston; 
which were severally read, and committed. 

Mr. D. asked to be discharged from petition of Polly Hale, 
ant that it be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 

laims. 
Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same committee, reporied 
A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Jones, and others; 
A bill forthe relief of Thompson Hutchinson; 
A bill granting a pension to Catharine Allen; 
A bill for the relief of John England; 
A bill for the relief of James Dealtey; 
A bill for the relief of Hugh Davis; , 
A bill granting a pension to Chauncey Rice; 
A bill 1o amend and explain the acta passed the fourth day of 
July, 1836, and on theseventh day of July, 1838, allowing pen- 
sions to the widows of deceased officers and soldiers of the Re- 
volution; 
which were æ verally read twice, and committed.’ 

Mr. BROCK WAY, from the same committee, reported 

The bill for the relief of William A. Cuddeback; 

A bill granting a pension to Eliza Foochee; 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth French; 
which were severally read wice, and committed. 

Mr. STEENROD, from the same comuanittee, reported 

The bill for the retief of Joseph Bailey; 

The bill for the relief of George Morris; 

A bill for restoring the name of John Latham to the pension 


roll; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Mitchell; 

4 A bill granting a pension to Reuben Murray, of the State of 
irginia; - 

N bill tor the relief of Wealthy Baker, widow of Isaac Baker, 
deceased; . 

‘A bill granting a peneton to James Boylan; 

‘A bill forthe retiet of Job Haleey; 
whic!) were severally read twice, and committed. 

Mr. HAND, from the same committes, re orted 

A bill granting a pension to Leonard Sinith; 

A bill for the relief of Nathan Baldwin; 

‘A bill for the relief of Sarah Oakley; 

A bill for the relief of Ichabod Beardsley; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Adama; 
which were severally read twice, and committed. - t 

Mr. ANDREWS, from the same committee, reported -_ - 

A bill granting a pension to Elizabeth Case, widow of James 
Case, deceased; tes ; 

A bill for the relief of the administrators and heirs ef John 
Lindsey, deceased; g : 

A bili granting a pension to Thruston Cornell; 

A bil! granting a pension to Martha Strong; 

A bil! granting a pension to Benjamin Price; 

A bill granting a pension to David W. Seeth; 

A bill granting a pension to Jaimes J. Coffin; 
which were severally read twice, and committed. 

Mr. TAYLOR, Irom the same committee, reported 

A bill for the relief ot Conrad Widrie; i oe 

A bill restoring the name of John Davis on the pension roll; 

A bill for the relief of James Francher; 
which were severally read iwice, aud committed. 

Mr. CARR, from the same committee, reported the following 
bills, which, upon his motion, were read a first and second time 
by their title, and recominitted to the Committes of the Whole 
on the state of the Union: 

A bill for the relief of William Andrews; 

A biil for the relief of Thomas Benne: and 

A bill for the reiief of Juhn Lybrook. 

Also, a bill for the relief əf Stephen Orley; 

A bill for the reliefof Johu Black; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Austins: 

A bill for the relief of Hellen Miller; 

A bill for the relief of David Mellon; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Bush; 

A biil for the relief of Elnatban Beare; 

A bill ior the relief of William York; 

A bill for the relief of Mathew Wiley; 

A bill for the relief Philip Hartman; 

A bill for the relief of Christian Brougher; 

A bill for the reliefof Peter Hedrick; 

A bill for the relief of Ann Bluomfield; 

A bill for the relief of Erastus Pierson; 

A bill for the re‘iet of Izeal Parsons; . 

A bill for the relief of Michael Seitsinger; 

A bill for the relief of Asenath Campel; and 

A bill to increase the pension of William Neal; 
which bills were severally read twiceand committed. : 

Mr. CARR also, from the same committee, made adverse re- 
ports upon the petitions of Mary Reynolds; of Benjamin Webb; 
of R. Pierce and wife, representatives of Isaac Howard; of Wil- 
liam: Anglea; of Ward Peck, (he is now in the receipt of $80 an- 
nually;) of Mary Richards, (this claim has been admitted at the 
Pension Office under the act of 7th July, 1838;).of Thomas 
Baldridge; of.George Harmon; of Noah Smith; of John Beck; 
of Barbara Forbes, (this claim has been admitted at the Pension 
Department under the act of 7th July, 1838;) of Gabriel Heicks; 
of Catharine Smith, (allowed at the Pension Department under 
the act of 7th July, 1838;) of Unice Able; of Benjamin ‘Webber; 
of Anne Watson; of D. Sterrit; which were ordered to lie on the 


table. 5 cs 
Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on Revolutionary 

Pensions, made unfavorable reports on the petitions of Stephen 

Freeman; of Elizabeth Rowe, widow of Squire Ambien of 

Timothy Shays, and of Samuel Campbell, which were oF 

to lie on the table. ‘ ; j , 


240 


Mr. T. also mado unfavorable reports on the following peti- 
tions, and the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions were 
discharged fram their further consideration, viz: Henry Ethel, 
Joshua Bailey, John Cottre!, Thos. Harvey, Phebe Peck, Mary 
Pike, Samuel Pettingel, Aira. J. Smith, Peer Haas, Jacob Mil- 
ler, Margaret Lawrence, Isaac Fowler, Samuel Gray, Calvin 
Goodno, Anu Knephty, Sarah Callender, Elisha Dillingham, the 
widew of Caleb Faxon, John H. Fallen, Elizabeth Rowe, Daniel 
Woolssy, Sarah Decker, Jacobus Swaitwood, Tunis Swart, Jno. 
Croft, Charles L. Broad, Azubah Harrington, Gaius Paddock, 
Joha Hasey, Lottis Pond, Susan Borden, Mary Hickman, John 
Boyd, Justice Artman, Jane Burgess, Michael Bock, Eleazer 
Allen, Joseph B. Brooke, Daniel W. Kenney, Maria Hornbeck, 
John Browar, Joseph Wood, Wia. Meade, Valentine Miller, 
David Mallory, Ann Goldabury, the heirs of Benjamin Chappell, 
Jsaac Haviland, John Steigieman, Newcomb Blodget, Amasa 
Dunbar, Jacob Gist, William Jenkinson, John Whitman, Jere- 
miah Odell, Henry Peyton, Evan Thomas, Susan Titus, Bliza- 
beth Allen, Timothy Shay, Samuel Campbell, John Reed, Tho- 
Ramsay, Winney Porter, Benjamin Pierce, John Snow, Wm. 
Amy, hia Delesdernier, Phebe Smith, Catharine Riaker, S. 
Jordon, Stephen Freeman, David Mason, John Edmondson, 
Elizabeth Teuax, James Reed, Margaret Asking, Peter Catlett, 
Thomas Hall, Charles Watts, John Maguon, Sarah Parsons, 
John Atherton, Merifield Vickory, Martha Lamore, Margaret 
and Mary Daping,Sacob Ford, Richard Raines, Susan Camp- 
bell, Oliver Peck, Pliny Hays, John Voorhees, Samuel Dean, 
Susan Rodgers, Polly Hamilton, John H. Schenck, Joseph Par- 
ker, Dorcas Colly, and Ensign Mitchell. 

Mr.S WILLIAMA, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 


Reported 
A bill for the relief of Peter A. Myers; 
A bill for therelief of John Piper; 
A bill for the relief of Joh Wood; 
A bill for the relief of Mary Hunter; 
A bill for the relief ef John Keeler; 
A Dill for the relief of Fielding Pratt; 
A bill for the relief of James Fleming; 
A bill for the relief of Samuel M Aebury; 
A bill for the relief of Neil Shannon; 
A bill for the reliefof Elijah Blodgett; 
A bill for the relief of Thomas Collins; 


‘A bill to restore to certain invalid and other pensioners the | 


amount of pensions by them relinquished; _ 
which were severally read twice, and committed. 
Mr. DOAN, from the same committee, reported 
‘A bill for the relief of Stephen Appleby; 
‘A bill for the relief of Daniel W. Goings; 
, A bill for the relief of Hiram Saul; and 
A bill tor the relief of James Baily; A 
which weresevorally twice read, and committed. 
Mr. STRONG, from the same committee, reported 
A bill for the relief of Samuel B. Hughes; 
A bill for the relie(of Thomas Wilson; 
A bill for the relicf of Joha E. Wright; 
A bill for the relief of James Cummings; 
A bill for the retief of William’ B. Hughes; 
A bill for the reliet of John H. Lincoln; 
A bill for the relief of Jared Winslow; 
wich were severally twice read, and committed. 
Mr. 8. W. MORRIS, from the same committee, reported 
: A bill for the relief of Myron Chapin: 


A bill for the relief of Barton Hooper; 
` A hill for the relief of Charles Ristey; 

A bill for the relief of Gideon Sheldo3; 

A bill for the relief of Levi Johnson; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Frazier; 

A bill for the relief of Lyman Bristol; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Justice; 

A bili for th- relief nf Medad Cook; 
which were severally twice read and, committed. 

Mr. M. also made unfavorable reports in the cases of Jeremi- 
ah A. Winney, Samuet D. Baynard, John Higte, John Deans, 
Daniel Morse, jr Laban Williams, and Captain John Patton; 
which were crdered to lie on the table. ` 

Mr. RANDALL, from the same committee, reported 

A Dil for the relief of Pamela Brown 
< A dill forthe reliefof James Smith: 

A bill for the reliefof Sylvester Tiffany; 

A bill for ths relisfof William Sloan; 

A bill or the relief of Robert Whittlet; 

A bill for the relief uf Joseph W. Knife; 

A bill for the relief of Levi M. Roberts; 
which were severally read twice, and committed.§ 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, from the came committee, reported 

A bill for the relief of William Butterfield; 

A bill for the relief of George Hommill; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Guler; 

A bill for the relief of David Wilson; 

A bill for the reli- fof Samuel Brown; 

A bill for the reliefof Emanuel Srofe; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Boyd; 

A bill for -he relief of William Bowman; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin McCulleck; 

A bill for the relief of Lyman Cook; 
which were severally read. 

Mr. PALEN. from the same committee, reported 

A bitt for the reliefof David A. Baldwin; 

A bill for the relicf of Levi Collmus; 

A bill for the relief of Lieutenant John Allison; 

A bili for the relief of William Poole; 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Strong; 

A bill for the relief of Seneca Rider; 
< A bill for the relief of Peter W. Short; 

A bill for the relief of Jehosaphat Briggs; 

_ A bill to repeal so much of the act entitled “An aet for the ra- 
lief of certain invalid pensioners therein named, passed the 2d 
ef March, 1833, as grants a pension to Jesse Cunningham; 
which bills were severally read twice, and committed. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS, from the same committee, re- 


ported 
A bill for the relief of Simeon Knight; 
A bill for the relief of Robert Lucas; 
A bill for the reliefof John Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Wilfred Knott; 

A bill for the relief of William Glover; 
which were severally read twice, and committed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, from the Committee on the Public Buildings 
and Grounds, reported a resolution, which was agreed to, calling 
en the President to inform the House under what authority the 
plan of the General Post Office building was adopted, anda 
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different mode of construction in the basement story, and in the 
elevation of the building, 80 as to abridge its capacity tó the ac- 
commodation of the City Post Office, substituted for the ar- 
rangement proposed in the plan and estimates exiibited by the 
architect, and reported to the House of Representatives ofthe 
last Congress; and if the same, when completed, will afford 
sufficient and convenient accommodations both for the General 
Post Office Department and the City Post Office, etc. : 

Mc. LINCOLN, from the same committee, reported a bill 
making appropriations for certain repaira and improvements 
upon the public buildings and grounds, and for other pur- 
poses: referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. ; 

Mr. HOPKINS, on leave, presented petitions of citizens of 
Wythe county, Virginia, praying Congress to relieve Joseph 
Ramsay, a surveying officer of the Revolution, from a judgment 
recovered against him at the suit of the United States. Re- 
ferrad to the Committee un the Judiciary. 

Mr. P. F. THOMAS presented the petition of James Seaburn, 
praying that certain tonnage duty pai by him at Wilmington, 
N. C. in 18!5, may be refunded. Referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. i 

Mr CALHOUN, from the committee appointed on the sub- 
ject, made a report, accompanied by a bill, granting a bounty in 
land to such soldiers of the old fourth regiment of United 
States infantry as sorved during any part of the war with 
Great Britain. Read, andreferredto a Committee of the Whole 


House. 

Mr. JOUN QUINCY ADAMS, from the committee to which 
was referred the bili to provide for the disposal and manage- 
ment of the fund bequeathed by James Smithson to the United 
States fer the establishment ofan institution for the increase and 
diffusion of knowledge among men, reported an amendatory 
bill, accomdanied by a report, which were committed to the 
Cemmittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. TILLINGITAST, from the Committee on the Library, 
reported a jeint resolution for the disposition of certain docu- 
ments now deposited in the Library of Congress; which was 
read. 

In the course of the despatch of the above business from the 
committees, ene question arose on discharging tho Committee 
on Indian Affairs from the consideration of certain papers, and 
referring them to the Committee of Claims; which was debated 
at considerable length, and finally decided by yeas and nays— 
yeas 77, nays 56. ; ‘ 

Mr. BELL having introduced a resolution granting to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs power to send for persons and pa- 
pers, witha view to investigate certain alleged fraudsin a 
treaty mace with the Caddo Indians— 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana said he hoped the resolution 
reperted by the Committee on Indian Affairs would be adopted, 
and that the committee would proceed withas much diligence 
as possible to the examination of the charges contained in the 
petition of Samuel Norris, alleging fraud and misconduct 
against Jehiel Brooks, the commissioner who negotiated the 
treaty with the Caddo Indians of 1835, by which" Norris alle- 


| ges he has been injured, andthe Government defrauded out of 


a valuable tract of land. . 
Mr. G. said, from the delay that had oceurred, and from the 
representations which would probably be made by Brooks, it 
might appear he had been remiss in the discharge of his duty. 
To counteract any impression of the kind that might be made 
on any portion of his constituents, he thought it nec ssary to re- 
call the attention of the House to what had taken place, and 
the factsas they appeared on the journal, or wore known to the 
members. 

Mr. G. eaid he had hadthe memorial of Mr. Norris In his 

ogsession some time before he had an opportunity of present- 
ing it, in consequence of the peculiar condition of the House. 
He had mentioned some of the facts in relation to this transac- 
tion to a person in this city, who is interested in the land, and 
told him that, as soon as practicable, it was his (Mr. G’s) inten- 
tion to present the matter to the consideration of the House of 
Representatives. This conversation, which was a general 
character, he believed, had been communicated to Brooks, but 
in what language he did not know. 

. Mr. G. said, that on the 6th of February, as would appear 
by the journal, he had presented the petition of Mr. Norris, 
with the evidencein eupport of it. ft was the first day, under 
the rules, that he could present that petition, or any other. 
When he presented it, he called the attention of the House, 
and particularly that of the chairman of the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs{Mr. BELL] to its contents, which he stated very 
fully, and requested his immediate attention to it. Some five 
or six days after, (Mr. G said,) he had received a letter from 
Jehiel Brooks, stating that he had been waiting for some time 
to see his(Mr. G’s) “indictment” againsthim. The tone and 
evident object of the letter was, doubtless, to getup an issue 
different from the one made by Mr. Norris, and with another 
person—for what purpose it was not difficult to divine. 

Mr. G. said, as it was not his intention to permit any change 
of the issue presented, or to have the investigation smothered 
by a personal controversy with Mr. Brooks, he had not an- 
swered the letter, but immediately informed a member of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs of it, and desired that an imme- 
diate investigation take place, and that Brooks be notified of 
it, Some days after, he received another letter from Brooks, 
reiterating his request, ia impertinent language, which Mr. 
G. raid he did not choose to notice, but called on the chairman 


of the committee, and requested the memorial of Norris might | 


be taken up without delay, and Brooks notified, which was 
promised. Mr. G. said a delay had occurred in the committee, 
from the mass of business before it, and the fact that the me- 
morial was not laid before it by the officers of the Mouse for. 
some week or ten days after it wae presented, in consequence 
of the mass of petitions presented on the 6th and 6th February, 
an hich had to be entered on the journal, docketed, and dis- 
tributed. ' 

Mr. G. said that, on the 24th of February, with a view of fa- 


cilitating the investigations of the Committee on Indian Affairs, - 


it would appear from the journal that he had offered a resolu- 
tion calling on the Secretary of War for all the documents, pa: 
pers, and information in the possession of the Department in 
relation to the negotiation and execution of the Caddo treaty, 
and particularly in relation to the reservations of land in it. 
The resolution is very comprehensive, and covers the whole 
ground. It isas follows: 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to eom- 
municate to this House the amount agreed to be paid to the 
Caddo Indians by the treaty made with them on July 1}, 1885, at 
what times and dates the said sums were paid, to whem paid, 


‘ id, and whether the Indians have received said 
z a pa whether in money or merchandise; and if the lat- 
ter, what was its real value. ` Also, that he communicate all 
the correspondence in the Department relating to the payment 
of said sums, together with ali the information in his possession 
connected with the subject. And the said Becretary fs also di- 
rected to communicate, in a separate report, all the documents 
on file in relation to the negotiation of said treaty with the Cad- 
do Indians, and the reservation therein made, the instructions to 
the commissioners who negotiated the same, and all correspon- 
denee with him or other persona in relation to said treaty, or the 
reservations therein; the rights of the Indians to the land which 
was occupied by them; what right or claim the persens in 
whose favor the reservations are made havo or had to the same; 
and generally all documents or information in the possession of 
the Department relating to the rights or claims of the said In- 
dians; the negotiation and execution of the treaty, the rights of 
individuals who have been affected by it; the objects of the Go- 
yernment in making said treaty, and any other matter he may 
think proper connected with these objects.” 7 
Mr. G. said it would be recollected he had mored the imme- 
diate adoption of the resolution, stating at the time it was very 
desirable to obtain the information immediately, as it was ne- 
cessary to prosecute the investigation into the alleged frauds in 
relation to the reservations in the Caddo treaty. An objection 
was made-to the cousideration of the resolution at that time by a 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Cavs Jounson,] and though 
Mr. G. had earnestly appealed to him to withdraw the objec- 
tion, he had persisted, and ths resolution necessarily laid ever, 
under the rules of the House. On the morning of the 26th of 
February, this resolution was published in the ational Intelli- 
gencer. On the afternoon o that day, Mr. Brooks, who had 


‘ Been so anxiously waiting for my indictment, sot off to Lou- 


be delivered to me after he was gone, 
and threatening me with consequences 
to stay here to execute. This let- 


isiana, leaving a letter to 
impugning my motives, 
which he had not the courage 


` ter (Mr. G. said) was delivered to him whilst in hie seat, on the 


the House. Heimme- 


27th of Febru by one of the pages of 
N airia ae and found he had gone 


diately had inquiries made for Brooks, 


| the day previous. 


Mr. G. repeated his wish that the resolution should be adopt- 
ed, and that the committee would take immediate measures to 
notify Brooks, and proceed to the investigation of the charges 
which he pretended to court, and ot which ke might have been 
informed any day after the 6th of February, by application to 
the Clerk of the House. i 

The resolution of Mr. BgLL waa adopted. 

Another brisk discussion took place on a resolution moved by 
Mr. Pioxans, chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
for the furnishing that committee with maps, those now in its 
conimittes room being antiquated, and in a great degree useless. 

Mr. PETRIKIN desired. that the committee should be re- 
stricted to such maps only as were now ia the committee room 
of the library. 

` Mr. SUMTER warmly remonstrated against such an idea, 
and spoke of the vast importance of the matters submitted to the 
committee, and the necessity of its having all the lights which 
could be obtained. 

. Mr. ADAMS wished the committee confined te a definite 
number of maps; as the CLERK might otherwise make a con- 
tract with Mr. Langtree to furnish all the maps ia Arrowsmith’s 
collection, for aught he or the Fouse knew. . 

Mc. PETRIKIN withdrew his amendment, and the resolu- 
tion was recommitted. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, in- 
troduced a resolution that so much of the President’s message 
as relates to the Northeastern boundary of the United States be 
seferred to that committee. 


Mr. GARLAND objected to this resolution as out of order, the 
whole message having already been referred to the Committee 
ofthe Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CLIFFORD then proposed, as his individual act, to mo- 
ay the resolution. 

r. GARLAND objected to this as equally ont of order, be- 
cause the gentleman could not, as a privateindividual, modify 
aresolution reported by a committee of the House. 

Mr. PICKENS said the only design of resolution was to-give: 
the committee cognizance ofthe subject, which it might ba im- 
portant for it to have. 

Mr. HUNT objected, but said that if the chairman of the 
committee would say it wasnow important, he would withdraw 
his objection. g ‘ 

Mr. CLIFFORD inquired whether his resolution,as modified, > 
had been entertained by the Caam? i 

The CHAIR replying in the negative— i i 

Mr. EVANS appealed; when after some conversation, Mr 
Hont withdrew his objection, and Mr. Evans hie appoal, and- 
the resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 

The call of committees for reports having proceeded as fat’ 
as the Committee on Revisal and Unfinished business— 
premal EMAN moved an adjournment, but it did not 
protio a oo was now resumed, and when it had 

ar as the, Committes on i i 
Pepacmentor Were .on the Expenditures in the 

Mr. R. GARLAND, chairman of that committee, moved that 
the committee have power to wend for persons and papers to 
enable it to inquire into the legality of these expenditures; te- 
gether with an amendment proposing that the committee have 
bowen 9 employ, a clerk at $4 per day during the sitting of the 


Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the 
solution and amendment. 


The cal! was seconded by the House, and th i 
tion was thereupon put and carried. EESC R oat 


And the main question being first on the am i x 
negatived—yeas 73, nays 99. E s amendment iiwas 
a the Monso refi usd to allow the committee a clerk 
e question was then put on the adoption ofth i 
and decided in the affirmative—yeas 109, naya 53. aire 
The CHAIR announced that reports fiom the 
Committee of Elections would be in order. 


NEW JERSEY ELECTION. 
i Mr. CAMPBELL, from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, to which was referred the resolution of the 
House of the 28th ult. directing said committee to 


previous question en the re- 


| report fortwith to the House, which five of theten: 


Qran Cons........18T Sess. 
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candidates for wats as Representatives from the . 


Siate of New Jersey had received the greatest nom- 
ber of lawful votes at the late election in that 
State, made a detailed report thereon, concloding 
with stating that Mestrs. DICKERSON, Vroom, 
Kite, Rrall, and Cooprr, had received the 
greatest nomber of lawful votes. 
REPORT 
ON THE NEW JERSEY CONTESTED ELECTION. 

In compliance wiin the reselution adopted by the 


f Representatives, on the 28th ultimo, | 
Howe at Commie >.) notwithstanding the omission of the word “forth- 


instructing the Committee of Elections to “ve. 
port forthwith which five of the ten individuals 
claiming seals from the Sicte of New Jersey, re- 
ceived the greaicst number of lawful votes from the 
whole Stale for Representatives in the Congress of 
the Uniled Stetes af the election of 1838, in said 


State, with all the evidence of that fact in their pose 


session: Provided, That nothing herein contained 

shali be so construed as to prevent or delay the action 

of said committee in taking testimony or deciding the 
paid case upon the meriis of the election.” The 
committee submit the the following 

REPORT: 

While the committee, trom the commencement 
of its labors in this important case, have been 
actuated by the most anxious desire to do justice 
to the individual claimants, to the ancient and 
honorable State for whose service they are main- 
taining an animated contest, and to the whole 
American peop!e, who have a deep and abiding in- 
terest in preserving the purity of elections; and 
while for securing so valuable a result, the com- 
mittee had marked out a course somewhat diffe- 
rent from that which seems now to be prescribed 
by the House, they cheerfully yield to its authority; 
and so faras they can ascertain its intention, they 
have no other inclination than to give it ample and 
speedy effect. 

The committee, however, have encountered no 
inconsiderable difficulty in harmonizing all the 
terms of the resolution with that intention, which, 
{rom the circumstances of the case, as well as from 
the more prominent clauses of the resolution itself, 
they must understand to have governed the action 


| 


i 


this proposition, it is to be found in the proviso 
which was added, and which clearly indicated that 
the action which the Heuse was moved to demand, 
did not contemplate an interference with the course 
adopted by the committee for the “taking of testi- 
and deciding the case upon the merits of the elec- 


with,” the House desired an immediate report; and 


i that, notwithstanding the insertion of the word 


i 


|! 


i| Did this word stand disconnected with, or unquali- 


of the House. To give every word in the resolution : 
the fall force of a literal interpetration, would be, 


perhaps, to raise such a conflict between the parts 
as to disable the whole. Bat instead of separating 
it into parts, the whole resolution should be so con- 
strued as to give expression to a «distinct intention, 
which is capable of being ascertained and effectu- 
ated. Asa portion of the House, the members of 
the committee are not ignorant of the importance 
that was attached to the insertion of the word 
“lawful,” before the word “votes,” in the resolation. 
Nor can they overlook the fact that connected with 
the propusition to insert, was the motion to strike 
out another word, utterly inconsisient with that 
broad and searching investigation which the inser- 
tion of the word “lawful” (without reference to 
other expressions in the resolution, or to the pes‘ure 
of the case it-el!) would seem to demand. 

The House had referred to the committee the 
whole subject-matter of the controversy, and with 
ita mass of testimony having no application to 
any inquiry, short of the merits of the election. The 
commiitee had, as was well known to the House, 
entered upon this inquiry, and had adopted such 
measures for the procurement of testimony as 
would probably probe to the core all frauds and il- 
e galities. In the pres-cation of this investigation 
a delay had occurred, the deplorable effects of 
which were as manifest to the committee as to the 
House. 
` When the proposition to instruct was originally 
introduced as an amendment to the appiication 
with which the committee had come before the 
House, its intent was clear that a report should be 
immediately made of the names of those who had 
received the greatest number of votes at the last 
Congressional election in New Jersey. If any 
thing more was wanting to explain the meaning of 


| 


| tee, and 


i 
H 
ty 


the polls, 
to which it was 
committee had postponed a decision upon the ques- 


tion of ultimate right. 

There is but one other basis left, and that is the 
prima facie case upon the returns of the local offi- 
cers of the several polls; and the natare of the con- 
troversy taken into consideration, it can scarcely 
be doubted that to this basis the resolution looked. 

If this conclusion might reasonably have been 
reached, in the évent of the complete and coeval 
success of the motions to strike out and insert, 
how much more easily is it attained when the reso- 
lution is found armed with the pungent word 


| “forthwith,” quickening the action of the commit- 


€ declaring opposition to the long delay 
which had been found inseparable from a thoroogh 
investigation into the legality of the votes. 

If, therefore, the word ‘Jawfal,” surrounded as 
it is by every thirg which negatives the idea of a 
mere adherence to the original course of the com- 
mittee, can be made to harmonize with the context 
of the resolution, and the circumstances under 
which it was adopted, by every sound rule of con- 
that end shou!d rather be attained by 
meaning of that word, than by bending 
the reason and language of all the rest (if that were 
possible) to its strongest and amplest signification. 

The committee are therefore of opinion that they 


` correctly construe that word with the context, when 


| they 


Í 


limit its signification to that prima facie law- 
fulness of votes which arises upon their reception 
at polls held in conformity with law; and ia thus 


! limiting its signification, they feel themselves RUS- 


tained by the general language and spirit of the re- 
solat‘on, and by the situation of the case itself. 
The committee are confirmed in this construc- 
tion, and the course consequent thereon, by the 
consideration that any judgment jooking beyond 
the face of the polls, which they might base upon 
the inconclusive testimony in their possession, 
would be unsatisfactory to the House, unjust to 
the parties, and calculated to produce erroneous 
Conclusions in relation to a mass of facts which ap- 
pear to be verified by the oaths of voters, but 
which, either because of the extra judicial adminis- 
tration of the oaths, er the wart of due notice 
to the oppcsite parties, have been rejected as not 
sufficiently proven. Itis proper, however, to state 


that, should all the votes proved to be illegal by compe- 
tent testimony, be deducted from those who received the 
greatest number at the polls, which appear to have been 
held in conformity with law, the reswit would not 
affect the right of any candidate to a seal. 

With this explanation, which they have con- 
sidered due tothe House andto themselves, the 
committee will now proceed to examine the alle- 
gations against the validity of certain township 
elections, as far assuch an examination can be 
made upon the testimony in their possession. 

Upon this branch of the case, the claimants hold- 
ing the Governor’s commissions, claim— 

Ist. That, apart from their not being received in 
time to be counted according to law, the votes of Mill- 
ville should be set aside for the fraudulent and illegal 
conduct of the officers of election, in proclaiming their 
intention to receive the voles of aliens, and in receiving 
a large number of such knowingly, and in violation of 
the laws of the Stale. 

Without inquiring into the effect of these charges, 
if they were substantiated by competent and satis- 
factory testimony, it is Sufficient to state that they 
are unsapported by any testimony in the possession 
of the committee. f 

Qd. They allege that, apart from all defects and 
irregularities in the relurn, the votes of South Amboy 
shouldbe set aside, because cne of the officers of elec- 
tion duly chosen, was unlawfully prevented from act- 
ing, and another substituted in his place, whe acted 
and signed the list, &c.; and because the board, thus 
unlawfully constituted, received a large number of 
alien votes contrary to law. — 

In support of these allegations, numerous depo- 
sitions have been prodaced, bat withbut expressing 
an opinion, whether, if satisfactorily proved, they 
would constitute sufficient evidence of fraud to 
set aside the votes of this township; it is only ne- 
c-sary tostate that the evidence was taken ex 
parie, without sufficient notice, and has been re- 
jected by the committee as incompetent to be con- 
sidered in this case. 

3d. It is farther claimed, that the poil held at 
Saddle River, in Bergen county, should be set 
aside: Because at least eight votes given for them were 
fraudulently abstracted from the bailot box, and as 
many for their opponents fraudulently substituted: Be- 
cause in making out the list of votes in said township, 
at least eight votes less than were given Sor them were 
counted in their favor, and at least as many were count- 
ed for “their opponents, more than they received: and 
because the list of votes in said township bears upon 
its face evidence of mistake or fraud. 

In support of these charges, the depesitions of 
numerous voters have been submitted; but, being 
taken ex parte, and without sufficient notice, they 
have been rejected by the committee, as incompe- 
tent testimony. 

It is also claimed that the polls held at the town- 
ships of Newton, Hardeston, and Vernon, in Sas- 
sex county, should be set aside, for reasons that 
will more fully appear by reference to the docu” 
ment marked A, accompanying this report. But 
there is no competent evidence before the commit- 
tee in support of these allegations. 

Having thus dispo:ed, for the present, of the va- 
r'ous objections to the validity of the elect‘ons held 
at the several townships claimed to be set aside, 
the committee will now proceed to asce! tain “which 
five of the ten claimants received the greatest 
number of lawfal votes” at the late Congressional 
election in New Jersey, according to the. several 
returns purporting upon their tace to be made by 
officers duly authorized to act. 

The committee take as the basis of their ealcu- 
lation, the statement upon which the Governor and 
Privy Council of New Jersey made their decision, 
and which is found in the minutes of the roceed- 
ings of the Governor and Privy Couocu. 

From this statement, it appears that „the total 
of votes for each of the ten claimants was as fol- 
lows: 

For Philemon Dickerson 

Peter D. Vroom 


27,9541 
i oTo) 
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Daniel B. Ryall - - 27,939 
William R. Cooper -~ - 27,954 
Joseph Kille - ` - 27,924 
Jobn B. Aycrigg - - 28,150 
John B. P. Maxwell - - 28,239 
Wiliam Halsted - - 28,192 
Chas. C. Stratton - - 28,252 
Thos. Jones Yorke - - 28,177 
Philemon Dickinson - - 3 
John B. Acrigg - - - 1 


_In this statement, as it appears to the satisfac- 

tion of the committee, and has not been denied or 
the contrary pretended, the votes received at the 
townships of Millville and South Amboy are not 
included. 
_ The state of those polls is exhibited by the docu- 
ments (marked C and D) accompanying this re- 
port, whereby it appears that the total of votes of 
the two townships, for each of the ten claimants, 
was as follows: 


Philemon Dickerson -~ - - 502 
Peter D. Vroom - - - 502 
Daniel B. Ryall - - - 502 
Wiliam R. Cooper = - - - 501 
Joseph Kille - - - - 502 
J. B. Aycrigg - ” - - 144 
J.P. B. Maxwell - - - 144 
William Halsted - - - 145 
C. C. Stratton - “ - - 144 
T.J. Yorke ~ - - - 144 


_ These votes being added respectively to those set 
forth in the documents marked B, already referred 
to as the basis of the Governor’s commissions, 
the following results are exhibited, to wit: 

s For PuILEMON DICKERSON. 
Votes counted by the Governor and 


Privy Council - - - 27,951 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy 502 
Total for Philemon Dickerson 28,453 
For Perea D. Vroom. 
Votes counted by the Governor and 
-~ Privy Council - = - 27,990 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy 502 
` Total for Peter D. Vroom 28,492 
For Danie, B. Ryatt. 
Votes counted by the Governor and 
- Privy Council - - - 27,939 
-Votes of Millville and South Amboy 502 
Total for D. B. Ryall - - 98,441 
For Wittiam R. Coorsr. 
-Votes counted by the Governor and 
Privy Council - - = 27,954 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy 501 
Total for William R. Cooper 28,455 
i © For Joseru KILLE. 
Votes counted by the Governor and 
Privy Council - - 27,924 
Votes of Milville and South Amboy 502 
Total for Joseph Kile = 28,426 
” For Jonn B. Aycriae. . 
Votes countet: by the Governor and 
Privy Council - - - 28,150 
Votes of Mullville and South Amboy - 144 
Total for John B. Aycrigg - 28,294 
For Jonn P. B. Maxwetu. 
Votės counted by the Governor and 
Privy Council - - - 26,239 
‘Votes of “Millville and South Amboy - 144 
Total for John P. B. Maxwell - 28,383 
For Wiiuiam Hatstep. 
.Votes counted by the Governor and 
Privy Council - - - 28,192 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy - 145 
Total for William Halsted - 28,337 
For CuarLEs C. STRATTON. 
Votes counted by the Governor and 
Privy Council - - - 28,252 
Votes-of Millville-and South Amboy - 144 
Total for Charles C. Stratton = 28,396 
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For Tuomas Jones YORKE. 
Votes counted by the Governor and 


Privy Council - - - 28,177 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy - 144 
Total for Thomas Jones Yorke 28,321 


Tt will be observed that the foregoing statement 
does not include as votes for Philemon Dickerson 
the three votes stated in the document marked B, 


as having been given to Philemon Dickinson, and || 
which, if added to the votes for Philemon Dicker- |. 


son, would make a total of 28,456. 

_ The addition of the one vote stated in like man- 
ner as having been given for John B. Acrigg, to 
the votes for John B. Aycrigg, would make a total 
of 28,295. 

Thus it appears that, prima facie, upon the evi- 
dence in the possession of the committee, Philemon 
Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, Daniel B. Ryall, Wil- 
liam R. Cooper, and Joseph Kille, are the “five of 
thd ten individuals claiming seats from the State of 


without inquiring whether said voles were lawful or 
not; therefore, . : 
Resolved, That said report be recommitted to said 
committee, with instructions to inquire and report 
to this House, with all convenient despatch, which 
five of the ten claimants to the vacant seals in this 
House from said State received the greatest number 
of lawful votes at the last Congressional election in 
said State. l f 
Mr. DROMGOOLE rose at the same time with 
Mr FILLMORE, and handed up a resolution 
which he wished to offer; but the Spraxxr award- 
ed the floor to Mr. FiıLLmorg, and his resolution 


|) was read. 


New Jersey, [who] received the greatest number of ` 


lawful votes from the whole State for Representatives in 
the Congr 
1838, in said State.” 


The SPEAKER stated that he had yesterday re- 
ceived certain depositions in relation to the New 


Jersey case, which it was not in order for him then | 


to present. 

Mr. MEDILL called for the reading of the re- 
port of the committee. 

The Cuerx accordingly commenced reading the 
report, and had continued but fur a short time, 
when 

Mr. HOPKINS observed that it was evidently 
too late in the evening for the report to be read 
with any degree of profit, and, as the matter 
would come up the first thing in the moming, he 
suggested whether they had not better adjourn. 
Mr. H. then moved an adjournment. 

Mr. CRAIG also suggested an adjournment for 
the same reasons, and moved the printing of the 
report; but, on cries of “No, no” from several, and 
the calling for the yeas and nays, the motion to 
adjourn was withdrawn. 

The Cuere then continued the reading of the re- 
port for a short time, when he was again inter- 
rupted by 

Mr. FILLMORE, who offered the following re- 
solution : 3 

Whereas the House did, by a motion adopted on 
the 28th day of February, 1840, among other things 
direct the Committee of Elections to report “ forth- 
with ” which five of the ten individuals claiming 
sea's from the State of New Jersey received the 
greatest number of lawful votes from the whole 
State for Representatives in the Congress of the 
United States, at the election of 1838, in said 


. State ;” and whereas this House had previous- 


ly referred evidence to that committee, tending 
to show that the poll at South Amboy, in said State, 
at said election, was not held according to law, and 
that the numerous votes given at said election were 
unlawful, because the persons voting had no legal 
right to vote, and the parties to said contest are 
now absent from this city, with the consent, and 
under the authority of said committee, taking tes- 
timony in said case, for the- purpose of ascertain- 
ing who received the greatest number of lawful 
votes at said election in said State; and whereas 
certain depositions, alleged to have been taken by 
one of the parties to said contract, in pursuance 
of the directions of said committee, have been 
transmit'ed to the chairman of said committee in a 
sealed envelope, addressed to the SPeaKeR of this 
House, tending to show, as is alleged, that the polls 
at South Amboy were not held according to law, 
and that unlawful votes were taken at said poll; 
and whereas said committee, in acting on said re- 
solution of this House, refused to consider any 
portion of said evidence, but determined to report, 
and have reported, simply the number of “votes 
adjudged to have been given to the’several claim- 
ants by the Governor and Privy Council of New 
Jersey, together with those returned by the election 


- officers of the townships of Millville, in Cumber- 


land county, and South Amboy, in Middlesex 
county, to the clerks of said counties respectively,” 


Mr. MEDILL rose and said that the resolution 
was out of order, and insisted upon the reading of 
the papers without interraption. ; 

The CLerK again commenced the reading, but 
was again interrupted by ; 

Mr. LINCOLN, who submitted to gentlemen 
whether it would not be better to postpone the read- 


_ ing till to-morrow, when they would have a whole 


ess of the Uniied States, at the election of | 


hour, in the course of the morning, to hear it in. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE attempted to obtain’ the 

floor, and moved the printing of the report; but on 

repeated calls to order and calls for the reading, 


` resumed his seat. 


The Cierx then resumed the reading of the re- 
port, and continued, without interruption, till he 
had finished it; when 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose and inquired of the Cuair 
what was the question before the House. 

The SPEAKER replied that the question was on 
the resolution of the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. FiLLmoRE.] , 

Mr. PETRIKIN then moved the previous ques- 
tion on it. 

Mr. FILLMORE contended that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania had no rigbt to move the pre- 
vious question, as he was entitled to the floor, and 
had ńot relinquished it. 

The CHAIR said that the gentleman from New 
York was entitled to the floor; and therefore the 


(| motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania was 
; Not in order. 


Mr. DUNCAN. I want to know whether it is 
in order for the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Fittmore] to interrapt the reading of a report 
while the CLrrk was reading it. and, by offering a 
resolution, get the right to the floor. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
New York obtained the floor while the reading 
was suspended, and nobody objecting to his reso- 
Jution, it was received. 

Mr. DUNCAN said that the gentleman from 
New York interrupted the reading of the report, 
and had no right te offer his resolution: he would 
therefore appeal from the decision of the Crair, 
giving the floor to the gentleman. 

Mr. PETRIKIN insisted on his right to the floor. 
He moved the previous question as soon as the 
reading of the report was finished, and before the 
gentleman from New York rose. The Crain, he 
said, recognised his right to the floor, and told him 
what was the question before the House. On be- 
ing thus recognised by the Speaxgr, he moved the 
previous question. - 


The CHAIR said that when he recognised tke 
gentleman of Pennsylvania’s right to the floor, he 
was not aware that the gentleman from New York 
would claim it—but as the gentleman from New 
York had not yielded the floor, he was entitled to 
it when the gentleman fram Pennsylvania rose. 

Some gentleman here, the Reporter could not 
tell who, called for the printing of the report, but 
so many objections were made, that the question 
was not put. 


Mr. DUNCAN called for the question on the 
appeal. 

The CHAIR requested the gentleman from 
Ohio to reduce his appeal to writing. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, chairman of the committee, 
suggested that as the report would come up the 
first thing in the morning, the House had better 
adjourn. Mr.C. made a motion to that effect. 

Mr. PROFFIT here moved an adjournment. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I have the floor, I suppose, 


while J am writing out my appeal, by direction of 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the Cmar: nobody can move an adjournment while | 


] bave a right to the floor. 


Mr. PROFFIT. I mades motion to adjourn, 


and wish to know whether the gentleman from 
Ohio, by his appeal to sastain the motion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, can deprive me of 
the right to have the question taken on my mo- 


uon. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Indi- 
ana [Mr. Prorrrt] had a right to move an ad- 
journment. 

Mr. PROFFIT renewed his motion to adjourn. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and 
nays; which being ordered, the question was de- 
cided in the negative that way—yeas 71, nays 
90. 

Mr. Duncan's appeal was then read. 

Some conversation then took place as to the 

raseology of the appeal ia which the SPEAKER, 


House, than a regular motion to the Grain. He 
knew he was out of order, and whea he found 
it was the wish of the House to proceed with the 
business, he too his seat. 

{Much disorder prevailed at this time, a number 
of gentlemen trying to get the floor, and addressing 
the Cuair.] 

The SPEAKER said he would make a short 
statement of the facts, so far as he understood them. 
The Cuai supposed, when he received the motion 
of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Fituatore,] 
that the reading of the report was saspended by ge- 
neral conseat. He would, however, state it was 
always a difficult matter for the Crain to decide 
when motions were received by general consent, or 
only suffered to be read for information, as much 


| confusion generally attends such propositions, and 


pb 
Mr. FILLMORE, and Mr. DUNCAN, partici- 


pated, Mr. FILLMORE stating that the point was 
not correctly stated, and that when he offered his 
resolution the reading of the report was suspended 
by general consent, aad that it was so understood 
by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Dromcoote,} 
who endeavored to offer a resolation at the came 
time. 

The SPEAKER thought the facts were not ex- 
acily stated as they happened. His impressions 
were that the reading of the report was suspended 
by general consent, and that the resolation of the 
gentleman from New York was received in the 
same way. The Cuaair, he said, was often placed 
in difficulty by propositions to receive motions by 

ral consent. Some gentlemen would make 
objections and then withdraw them, and from the 
eonfasion often produced on such oceasions, the 
Cuam was often led, unintentionally, into error, 
particularly when the proposition is permitted to be 
tead for information only. 

Mr. MEDILL was satisfied that the SPBAKER 
was in error ia saying that the gentleman from 
New York had moved his resolution before the 
reading of the report was called for. The CLERK 
was reading the report when he was interrupted by 


the gentleman from New York, and he [the CLERK] 


stopped, as a malier of course, when the gentleman 
interrupted him, and he rose, and, addressing the 
Sveaxen, offered his resolution. The gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. DromcooLe] rose nearly at the 
same time, and effered a resolution, but the Cram 
awarded the floor to the gentleman from New 
York. He then, as he supposed both gentlemen to 
be ont of order, rose, and demanded if be had nota 


gentlemen who make objections often withdraw 
them. Ia this case, the Crain believed that the 
reading was suspended by general consent; but it 


; seemed that, in this, he was mistaken, for the Se- 
' nator from Ohio states that he called for the reading 


. occurred to the Cuair since his decision, and this || 


right to have the reading of the report proceeded i 


with, 


Mr. DROMGOOLE said, that when he dis- ` 


covered that the reading of the report was sus. 
pended, he supposed that it was done by genet al 
consent; and therefore it was that he endeavore' to 
offer his resolution. If the reading of the report 
was not suspended by general consent, as he learnt 
from the gentleman from Obio, [Mr. Menitt,] it 
was clear that the gentleman from New York was 
out of order, when he offered his resolution. Until 


he heard the explanation of the gentleman from ' 


Ohio, (Mr. Mrpitt,] he was under the impression 
that the reading was suspended by general consent. 


of the report. There was a difficulty which had 
was whether the member from New York (Mr. 
Fittmore] did not lose his right to the floor by not 
claiming it until after the gentleman from Penn- 
syivania (Mr. Perrixs] had risen and been recog- 
nised by the Cuair. This question would, however, 
be decided by the question on the appeal taken by 
the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Duncan.} As there was 
some difficulty as to the phraseology of the appeal, 
the Crair would, with the assent of the gentleman 
from Ohio, state the question on the appeal as sim- 
ply appealiog from his decision, giving the floor 
to the gentleman from New Vork. 

Mr. DUNCAN assented. 

After some remarks from Mr. BRIGGS, not 


heard, 
The SPEAKER stated the question on the ap- 


eal. 
j Mr. CHAPMAN would ask of the House if any 
one could understand the trae state of the case 
better than the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Mx- 
DILL,] who was a member of the commiuee, had 
made himself fully uequaiated with the subject, 
and was near to the gentleman of New York and 
to the Cuar whea the two motions on which the 
appeal rested were made. 

Mr. CHAPMAN was called to crder, and took 
his seat. 
Mr. FILLMORE demanded the yeas and pays 
on the appeal, which were ordered. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he rose to a point of order. 

Several gentlemen. There is a point of order 


` now pending. 


There was so much confusion in the hall at the : 


time, that he, as well as the Spraxer, might have 
beea led into error. 


and said it was of no consequence whether the gen- 
tleman from New York was out of order or not, 
when he offered h's resolution, as he [Mr. P.) made 


his motion immediately on the conclusion of the | 


reading of the report, and the Spzakzr then recog- | 


nised his right to the floor. 
Mr. WHITE of Kentucky called for the reading 
of the documents accompanying the report. 


Mr. CRAIG’S idea was that the whole matter was - 


outof order. If the reading of the report was 
called for, as they were told by the gentleman 


1 


from Obio and others,the gentleman from New | 


York had no right 10 offer his resolution while it 
was being read. He, himself, rose out of order, 
and wished to get the unanimous consent of the 
House for printing the report, and an adjournment. 
It was rather an appeal tothe good sense of the 


| 
‘| PETRIKIN, took part, ` 
Mr. PETRIKIN insisted on his right to the floor, : ' 


i} 


The previous question on the appeal was then 
seconded by the House, and the main question 
haviog been put, resulted—yeas 82, nays 88. 

So the decision of the Cuair not being sustained, 
the effect was to award the floor to 

Mr. PETRIKIN, who withdrew his motion for 
the previous question, and asked of the Crain 
what was the question before the House. 

The SPEAKER said it was on the motion to re- 
commit, made by the gentleman from New York, 
Mr. FILLMORE. 

After a desultory discussion on the question of 
order as to the question before the House, in which 
Messrs. TAYLOR of Ohio, FILLMORE, and 


The CHAIR again stated the question before 
the House; when 
Mr. PETRIKIN submitted the following substi- 


| tute for Mr. Fitumore’s resolution, by way of 


amendment, and moved the previous questien on it. 

Whereas it appears by the report of the Com- 
mittee of Elections that Philemon Dickerson, Peter 
D.: Vroom, Daniel B, Ryall, William R. Cooper, 


i and Joseph Kille, received the greatest number of 


lawful yotes cast in the State of New Jersey at the 
election holden in that State for Representatives in 
the Twenty-sixth Congress: 

“Resolved, That Philemon Dickerson, Peter D. 
Vroom, Daniel B. Ryall, William Cooper, and Jo- 
seph Kiile, are entitled to take their seats in the 
House of Representatives as members of tbe 

. Twenty-sixth: Congress; and, that the Speaker of 


the House, on their presenting themselves, qualify | 


RAS 


them as such: Provided, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall prevent the investigation into said elec- 
tion from being continued in the mahner hereto» 
fore authorized by a majority of the Committee of 
Elections, on the application of the five ctaimants 
for said seats. 

Mr. FILLMORE enquired whether the amend- 
ment was in order. 

The CHAIR said it was read for infotmation! 

Mr. PETRIKIN said he would advise the gen- 
tleman from New York never te fire until he wes 
loaded. The well meauing part of thecountry was 
tired of hearing of the continued ‘debates on this 
New Jersey question. He was tired of hearing 
gentlemen on the other side continually complain- ` 
ing that poor New Jersey was unrepresented on 
that floor. Enough had been said of broad seals, 
prima facie evidence, &c.; und ds the committes 
had now reported which five of the ten contending 
candidates had been duly elected by the people, he 
wanted the matter settled at once, and the right 
members put in their seats. It was with this view 
that he had offered his resolution. 

Mr. FILLMORE said his point of order was 
this: The gentleman’s amendment, by s'riking out 
all after the word “whereas,” did not leave a sub- 
stantive portion of the resolution. Again: his re- 
solution was to recommit the rt, while the 
amendment offered a different and distinct proposi- 
tion to admit five members to their seats. 

The Crain informed the gentleman from New 
Yark that, the previous question being called, i 
was nol in order to debate. - 

. Mr. FILLMORE zaid as he wasnot permitted to 
say any thing in its favor, he would withdraw his 
point of order. ; 

Mr. CONNOR then moved a call of the House; 
but, from the confusion and noise prevailing, the 
motion was not entertained. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he had called fifty times, as 
he could prove, for the reading of the papers ac- 
companying the report. I cail for it mow, said 
he; bat in this scene of revolution and Jacobinisa, 
no man has his rights. . . 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman had aright 
to eall for the reading of papers, about whieh he 
was called on to vote. 

Mr. HOPKINS here moved that the House. ad- 
journ; and the yeas and nays:beieg ealied for and 
ordered, the question was decided. ia the negative— 
yeas 75, nays 92. e 

Mr. PRENTISS of New York moved a call of 
the House. . 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays; 
whieh were ordered. si 5d 

Mr. HOWARD movedan adjournment, 

Mr: PROFFIT. called fdr. the: yeas and ways, 
which. were ordered; and the:qnestion: was: in that 
way decided in the affirmative-yeas 85, nays 72. 

So the House adjourned. 


IN. SRNATE, 
Faipay, March 6, 1840. - : 

. The CHAIR submitted a repost of the Bearetary 
of the Navy, made in compliance with g resdle- 
tion of the Senate of January 29, 1840, transmit- 
ting a list of officers admitied to the rell of avy 
pensioners between the 30th of June, 1800, and the 
lst of January, 1837, and specifying their yank, 
the degree and natare of disability, and the auypunt 
of monthly. pension; which was laid onthe table: 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the memorial of . Bd- 
muad P. Gaines, proposing a system of ‘national 
defence, and recommending the same to the adop- 
tion of Congress; which was -referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed.. i 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented fifteen memorials, 
praying for an increase of duties on imported silks; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of Philadelphia, 
praying the passege of a bankropt law; which was 
referred to the Commi tee on Finance. Ea 

‘Mr. CLAYTON presenied the petition of Olivia 
W.Cannon,widow of Joseph S. Cannon, pa 
Jate an officer in the Navy of the United aa 

i which was referred'to ine Committee oF tthe 5 
Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of the Wir 


a 
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dow of Robert Willey, deceased, late a soldier in 
the Revolutionary war, praying a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

. The CHAIR submitted resolutions passed by 
the Senate of the Territory of Florida, instructing 
the Delegate of said Territory in Congress to op- 
pose the passage of any law for dividing said Ter- 
ritory; which was referred to the Select Committee 
on the Florida Territory. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of a 
number of citizens of Alexandria, praying the 
erection of a marine hospital at or near that place; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
_ trict of Columbia. 

Mr. PORTER prezented the petition of citizens 
of Kalamazoo and St. Joseph, in the State of 
Michigan, praying that the provisions of the pre- 
emption law of June 22, 1838, may be extended to 
persons engaged in the cultivation of the soil at the 
time of its passage, with a view toa future settle- 
ment thereon; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. ~ 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Tyler Spaf- 
ford, reported a bill for his relief: which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred the 

memorial of Casper W. Wever, reported a bill for 
his relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 


ding. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the claim of Mary Neal, re- 
ported a bill for her relief; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the petition of Jacob Pen- 
nel, reported a bill for the relief of Jacob Pennell, 
and others, owners of the Eliza, of Brunswick; 
which was read, and ordered to a'second reading. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration ef the 
following resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Tappan: 

Resolved, That the 47th rule be amended so as in 
the last paragraph thereof to read: 

“Two reporters foreach of the daily papers, and 
one reporter for each tri-weekly paper, printed and 
published in the city of Washington, whose names 
shall be communicated in writing, by the editors ot 
those papers to ‘the Secretary of the Senate, and 
who shall confine themselves to the seats Row pro- 
vided for them. 

After some remarks from Mr. PRESTON, he 
moved to lay the resolution on the table; which 
‘was negatived—ayes 17, noes 25. `. 

Mr. PRESTON then moved to amend by strik- 
ing out “eity of Washington,” and inserting “Dis- 
trict of Columbia,” which was disagreed to—ayes 
16, noes 25. S 

The resolution was then agreed to—ayes 25, 


THE SPECIAL ORDER. 

"The report of the Select Committee on the as- 
sumption of State debts, was then taken up, and 
after an animated debate, in which Messrs. DA- 
VIS, BUCHANAN, PRESTON, KING, NOR- 
VELL, CLAY, of Kentucky, BROWN, and CAL- 
HOUN, participated, 

Mr. WEBSTER moved an adjournment; which 
was decided in the negative. 

The question then coming up on the resolutions 
reported by the Select Committee, 

The CHAIR stated the question as follows: 

The Senator frora Pennsylvania, Mr. Buca- 
NAN, had moved to. amend the resolutions of the 
committee, by adding the following: 

Resolved, That the debts of the several States, so 
far as they are known to the Senate, have been 
centractedin the exercise of the undoubted right 
and constitutional power of said States respec- 
tively, and that there is no ground to warrant any 

doubt of the ability or disposition of those States to 
fulfil their contracts. - 

For which amendment, Mr. NoRYELL offered 
the following as a subatitute: - 
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Resolved,..That while the Senate of the United 
States is fully impressed with the importance and 
cerrectness of the principles contained in the fore- 
going resolutions, it is not intended thereby to cre- 
ate any doubt of the constitutional right of the 
States to contract debts, nor of their resources, dis- 
position, or ability to fulfil the engagements which 
they have contracted for purposes of internal im- 
provement, as well as for other objects within the 
range of their reserved powers. 

The question was now on the substitute of Mr. 
Norve..; which was agreed to—ayes 25, noes 
18, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mou'on, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Wall, Williams, and Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Knight, 
Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Webster, and 
White—18. 

The question then being on the adoption of Mr. 
BucHaNaN’s motion as amended, atter some re- 
marks by Mes«rs. SMITH of Indiana, CRITTEN- 
DEN, NORVELL, WEBSTER, and KING, 

On motion of Mr. KING, and by unanimous 
consent, it was considered as withdrawn for the 
present. 

The substitute proposed by Mr. CRITTENDEN 
for the resolutions of the committee, was then 
taken up, and was as follows: 

Resolved, That the debts of the several States, so 
far as they are known to the Senate, have been 
contracted in the exercise of the undoubted right 
and constitutional power of said States respective- 
ly, and that there is no ground to warrant any 
doubt of the ability or disposition of those States to 
falfil their contracts. 

Resolved, That it would be just and proper to 
distribute the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands among the several Sta es, in fair and ratea- 
ble proportions, and that the condition of such of 
the States as have contracted debts is such at the 
present moment of pressure and difficulty as to 
render such distribution especially expedient and 
important. 

After some remarks by Mr. PRESTON, the 
question on the substitute was taken, and it was re- 
jected—ayes 17, noes 28, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Betts, Clay of Kentucky, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Dixon, Knight, Merrick, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Spence, Tallmadge, Webster, and White 
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NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Wall, Williams, and Wright—28. 

Mr. PRESTON then moved to amend the reso- 
lutions of the committee by striking out all after 
the word resolved, and inserting the following as a 
substitute: 

Resolved, That the debts of the several States, so 
far as they aré known to the Senate, have been 
contracted in the exercise of the undoubted right 
and constitutional power of said States respective- 
ly, and that there is no ground to warrant any 
doubt of the ability or disposition of those States to 
fulfil their contracts. 

After some remarks by Messrs. WEBSTER and 


KING, 

Mr. NORVELL said that the amendment of- 
fered by him, and voted on by the Senate, had 
been withdrawn, with the general understanding 
that no other amendment should be offered until a 
vote was taken on the resolutions of the commit- 
tee. The course taken by the Senator from South 
Carolina would compel him to move the proposi- 
tion which he had withdrawn, as a substitute for 
the Senator’s amendment; and he accerdingly made 
that motion. 

Mr. PRESTON then withdrew his motion to 
amend. 

The first resolution of the Select Committee was 
then read, as follows; 


1. Resolved, That the assumption, directly or in- 
directly, by the General Government, of the debts 
which have been, or may be, contraeted by the 
‘States for local objects or State purposes, would be 
unjust, both to the States and to the people. 

Mr. PRENTISS moved to strike out the words 
“directly or indirectly,” and insert “or gua- 
rantee.” 

After some remarks by Messrs. PRENTISS, 
KNIGHT, and GRUNDY, ' 

Mr. WEBSTER moved an adjournment, which 
was negatived—ayes 10, noes 27. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. PRENTISS, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 6, nays 27, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Betts, Dixon, Knight, Phelps, 
Prentiss, and Ruggles—6i. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Lion, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Wall, Williams, and Wright—27. 

Mr. RUGGLES then moved to amend by strik- 
ing out “or State purposes.” Mr. R. assigned as 
a reason, that the debt recently incurred by the 
State of Maine, in defending her frontier, might be 
considered a State debt, and, by this resolution, the 
future payment of it debarred. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said, as his colleague had ob- 
jected to this resolution, and as he intended to vote 
for it, he wished to give ə reason for so doing. He 
considered the debt incurred byhis State, in de- 
fending the frontier, as not the debt of Maine, bnt 
as the debt of the United States, which would, he 
expected, be paid without hesitation by the Gene- 
ral Government. 

Mr. BENTON. Certainly. The boundary of 
Maine was the boundary of the United States. [In 
this sentiment there was a very general acqui- 
escence. | 

After some further remarks by Messrs. RUG- 
GLES and WALL, 

Mr. NORVELL said that the defence of the 
State of Maine was the defence of the United 
States. The protection of the Northeastern 
boundary of Maine was the protection of the 
boundary of the nation. The expenses incurred 
in that defence and protection were national ex- 
penses; and he would tell the Senator from Maine 
[Mr. Rucates] that, if he came here to claim re- 
imbursement of the moneys expended in the main- 
tenance of her boundary rights against a foreign 
power, on the ground of its being a local object or 
a State purpose, he would, in his judgment, go 
home without success. The worthy colleague of 
the Senator (Mr. Wituiams] had taken the right 
view of the subject. The resolution against the 
assumption of the State debts contracted for local 
objectsand State purposes, had no reference to 
such cases as the defence cf a State against foreign 
aggression. 

„Mr RUGGLES demanded the yeas and nays on 
his amendment, but they were not ordered, and it 
was negatived without a division. 

_ The question was then taken on the first resolu- 
i and it was agreed to—ayes 30, nay 1, as fol- 
ows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Andrson, Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, 
Sareen, Tappan, Wall, Williams, and Wright 


NAY—Mr. Smith of Indiana—1. 
Thesecond resolution was then read as follows: 
2. Resolved, That such assumption would be 
highly inexpedient, and dangerous to the Union of 
the States. 
After some remarks from Mr. DIXON, it was 
agreed to—ayes 28, noes 3, as fellows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Ailen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Lian, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss,Roane, 
Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, 


Wall, Williams, and Wright—29, 


NAYS—Messrs. Dixon, Smith of Indiana, and 
White—3. 

The third resolution was then read as follows : 

3. Resolved, That such assumption would be 
wholly unauthorized by, and io violation of, the 
Constitution of the United States, and utterly re- 
pugnant to all the objects and purposes for which 
the Fedesal Union was formed. 

And it was agreed to—ayes 29, noes 3, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lampkin, Mouten, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, 
Surgeon, Tappan, Wall, Williams, and Wright— 
29 


NAYS—Messrs. Dixon, Smith of Indiana, and 
White—3. 

The fourth resolution was then read as follows : 

4. Resolved, That to set apart the public lands, 


| 


i 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The amendment was disagreed to—ayes 6, nays 
25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Betts, Dixon, Prentiss, Robin- 
son, Smith of Indiana, and White—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Ful- 


ton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Lina, | 
_ Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, 


Roane, Sevier, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, 
and Wright—25. 

So the resolutions were agreed tc, as follows: - 

1. Resolved, That the assumption, directly or in- 
directly, by the General Government, of the debts 
which have been, or may be, contracted by the 
States for local objects or State purposes, would be 
unjust, both to the States and to the people. 

2. Resolved, That such assumption would be 
highly inexpedient, and dangerous to the Union of 
the States. 

3. Resolved, That such assumption would be 


© wholly unauthorized by, and in violation of, the 


or the revenues arising therefrom, for the before- | 


mentioned parposes, would be equally unjast, in- 
expedient, and unconstitutional. 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend by striking out 
all after the word Resolved, and insert, “That the 
assumption of such debts, either openly, by a direct 
promise to pay them, or disguisedly, by giving se- 
carity for their payment, or by creating surplus re- 
venue, or by applying the national funds to pay 
them, would be a gross aod flagrant violation of 
the Constitation, and wholly unwarranted by the 
letter or spirit of that instrament,” which was agreed 
to, without a division. 

Mr. NORVELL then moved to amend, by ad- 
ding the following: 

5. 


That while the Senate of the United | 


States is fally impressed with the importance and 
correctness of the principles contained in the fore- 
going resolutions, it is not intended thereby to cre- 
ate any doubt of the constitational right of the 
States to contract debts, nor of their resources, dis- 
position, or ability to fulfil the engagements which 
they have contracted for purposes of internal im- 
provement, as well as for other subjects within the 
range of their reserved powers. 

i Which was agreed to—yeas 23, nays 7, as fol- 

ws: 

YEAS—Mesrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Grandy, Henderson, King, Lion, Lump- 
kin, Momon, Nicholas, Norvell, Roane, Robinson, 
a Sturgeon, Wall, Williams, and Wright— 


NAYS—Mesers. Calhoun, Hubbard, Pierce, 
Smith of Indiana, Strange, Tappan, and White—7. 
Mr. BETTS then offered the following as an 


t 
That the distribntion of the public 
lands, or the revenues arising therefrom, among 
the several Sjates would he equally unjust, uncon- 
stitutional, and inexpedient. 

Mr. WRIGHT asked for the yeas and nays on 
this amendment. He wished to see if the Senator 
from Connecticut would vote for his own proposi- 
lion; or if, at this late hour of the evening, propo- 
sitions are made which the Senators cffering them 
will not vote for themselves. 

Mr. BETTS said he‘would not vote for it, but his 
object was to get a direct vote of the Senate on the 
proposition. . 

_After some remarks from Mr. CLAY of Alaba- 

ma, on the impropriety and irregularity of offering a 
proposition identical with one which had just been 
acted on, 
Mr. KING said, if the Cuai decided the mo- 
tiod to bein order, an appeal could be taken 
from the decision of the Crair, and it would then 
be time enough to debate the motion. 

tas CHAIR decided the motian te be out of 
order. 

Mr. PRENTISS then moved to further amend 
the resolution by inserting the following: 

“Bat nothing contained in the foregoing reso- 
lutions is to be understood as denying or question- 
ing the right or power of Congress to make an 
eqaal distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands, among all the States, according to the terms 

-and conditions of the deeds of çession,” 


Constitution of the United States, and atterly re- 
pugnant to all the objects and purposes for which 
the Federal Union was formed. 

4. Resolved, That the assumption of such debts, 
either openly, by a direct promise to pay them, or 
disguisedly, by giving security for their payment, 
or by creating surplus revenue, or by appHying the 
national funds to pay them, would be a gross and 
flagrant violation of the Constitation, and wholly 
unwarranted by the letter or spirit of that instru- 
ment. 

5. Resolved, That while the Senate of the United 
States is fully impressed with the importance and 
correctness of the principles contained in the fore- 
going resolutions, it is not intended thereby to cre- 
ate any doubt of the constitutional right of the 
States to contract debts, nor of their resources, dis- 


position, or ability to fulfil the engagements which | 


they have contracted for purposes of internal im- 


provement, as well as for other subjects within the | 
, range of their reserved powers. : 
On motion, the Senate, at 8 o’clock, adjourned 


until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, March 6, 1840. 

Mr. GATES, by general consent, made a state- 
ment in relation to the following portion of Mr. 
Bynoum’s speech, as published in the Globe of last 
evening: 

From the Le Roy Gazette. 

“ Very much like, indeed! The editor of the 
Ohio paper abandoned the Whigs because they no- 
minated the Abolitionists, and joined the Loco Focos be- 
cause they went for the dough-faeccs, while we left the 
Jackson party because it adhered to slavery, and united 
with the Whigs, because they supported Abolition? 

“This paper was then edited by Mr. Gatzs, now 
a member on this floor.” 

The substance of the statement of Mr. G. was, 
that althougħ he was once the editor of the Le Roy 
Gazette, he did not edit the paper when the above 
article was published, but was a member on this 
floor. The paper was then, and at present, edited 
by Cyrus Thompson, jun. 

Mr. BYNUM said there could be no doubt but 
that a mistake had been made, as until this morn- 
ing he was not aware that the gentleman from 
New York had resigned the editorship of that 
paper. 

The House then resamed the consideration of the 
report made last evening by Mr. Camrsett, from 
the Committee of Elections, on the N. Jersey case. 

Mr. PETRIKIN modified his resolution, by ad- 
ding “in the manner heretofore authorized, and by a 
majority of the Committee of Elections.” 

Mr. CAMPBELL appealed to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to withdraw his motion for the 
previous question, in order to allow an opportunity 
for the minority of the committee to make a report, 
so that the subject might take the usual course, the 
testimony be printed, and the subject postponed to 
a day certain. . 

Mr. PETRIKIN refused to withdraw his mo- 


tion. 
Mr. BRIGGS asked leave to submit the follow- 
ing resolution: i 
Whereas this House did, by a resolution passed 
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on the 13th day of January last, refer.the case of 
the New Jersey contested elestion, with all the pa- 
pers relating thereto,'o the Ccommittee of Elections, 
with instructtons to inquire who were entitled to oc- 
cupy the five seats as Representatives from the 
State of New Jersey; and whereas said committee 
did proceed in said inquiry, until the parties con- 
testing for said seats, by permission and under the 
authority of said eommittee, left the city, and pro- 
ceeded to the State of New Jersey, for the purpose: 
of taking testimony in relation to their respective 
title to occupy seats upon the floor of this House— 
the time allowed by the committee for that purpose 
being until the 2d Monday of April next; and where- 
as by another resolution passed on the 28th Fe- 
bruary last, this House instructed said committee 
forthwith to report which five of the persons claim- 
ing to be elected members from the State of New 
Jersey received the greatest number of lawful voies 
of the people of said State; and whereas said com- 
mittee did, on the 5th day of March instant, 
report that Partemon Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, 
Joseru Kite, Wituiam R. Coorger, and DANIEL 
B. RyaLn, received the greatest number of lawful 
votes, without having first examined the evidence 
as to the legality of voles alleged to be illegal, or as 
to the legality of certain poils alleged to be illegal, 
without notifying er hearing the parties; and 
whereas, a resolution is now pending declaring 
that PuiLemon Dicexrson, Peter D. Vroom, Jo- 
sern Kite, WiLuiam P. Coorsr, and Danixu B. 
RYA4LL, are entitled to take seats as members of 
the Twenty-sixth Congress for the State of New 
Jersey, now, to the end that justice may be done, 
and that this House will not proceed to decide so 
grave a question as that of the right of a State toa 
representation on this floor, in the absence of, and 
without hearing, the parties interested, 

Resolved, That it is the right as well of the per- 
sons claiming seats, as of the people whom they 
claim to represent, to be present, and heard before 
their title to seats shall be passed upon by this 
House. 

Resolved, That the whole subject of said election 
be postponed until the second Monday of April 
next, and that the report and all the papers relating 
thereto be printed, and that the Speaker be directed 
to notify the parties claiming seats, that they may, 
if they see fit, be present on said day, and be heard 
in the premises at the bar of this House. 

Objection being made, Mr. BRIGGS moved a 
suspension of the rules for the purpose.. On this 
motion the yeas and nays were ordered, and res 
sulted—yeas 95, nays 112. : f 

So the rules were not suspended. 

The CHAIR ordered the documents accompa« 
nying the report os the Committee of Elections to 


be read. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said he had appealed to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Perrixin] to 
withdraw his motion for the previous question, but 
in vain. He now, thorefore, moved to lay the rea 
solution of Mr. Fittmore, with the amendment 
moved by Mr. Perrin, onthe table. . 

The CHAIR reminded Mr. CampBeLL that that 
motion, if it prevailed, would carry the report itself 
to the table. n E 

Mr. CAMPBELL thereupon withdrew his mo< 


ton. ; 

The reading of the papers commenced, and hava 
ing proceeded some time co 

Mr. EVERETT withdrew his call for the reads 
ing, and it was suspended. : 

Mr. RIVES inquired whether it would be in ora 
der to move to suspend the further consideration. 
of the report of the committee till Tuesday next, 
and to make it the special order for that day at 12 
o’clock, and so to continue every day at that hour, 
till the subject should be disposed of? — 

The CHAIR replied it could only be done by. 
universal consent. 

Objection was made. f 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut inquired whethe 
the previous question had been withdrawn? 

The CHAIR replied in the negative. 

Mr. RIVES modified his motion so as 
the report the special order at 1 o’clock. 

Objection being made— 

Mr, RIVES moyed to suspend the rules, 


to make 
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Mr.: DELE» rose te order, and insisted that the- 
amendwentof Mr. Perrixiw was out of order, as 
it had no relation to Mr. FitnmMore's resolution, to 
which it had been moved. 

The SPEAKER replied that, on examination, 
he had himself come to the same conclusion; but as 
action had since been had, it was now too late to 
raise the quesiion of order. 

Mr. BELL contended that, as no decision had 
yet been. had on the resolution or amendment, it 
was not too late for the Crair to revise its decision. 
- Mr. TURNEY opposed teat view, and referred 
to the previous practice of the House. 

At this point, the morning hour having expired, 

Mr. MONROE called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. BELL said he should not appeal. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS still insisted that it 
was not too late: 

The question was now put on Mr. Rivss’s mo- 
tion 10 suspend the rules, bat it failed—yeas 110, 
nays M: ee) 

-' {Oa the name of Mr. Evrrxrr being called, he 
inquired whetber the previous: question was with- 
drawn? . The Spracer informed him it was not. 
Mr. E. said, then I answer, no.] 

- “The residue of the day (it being now 2 o'clock) 
as taken ap in the discussion of a point of or- 


The Srraxen, by general consent, had presented 

to the House a certain paper, understood to be tes- 
timony-relating to the. contested election in New 
Jersey, and which had boen referred, on motion, to 
the Com mittee of Elections. 
“Phi having been done in the manner in which 
communications on: the ker’s table are usa- 
ally disposed of, by a formal motion, indeed, but 
without general attention having been called to the 
import of the paper; and the Speaker being in the 
act of passing to other business, 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and. called for the reading 
ofthe document,.at the same time submitting a 
motion that it be printed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected. 

‘The SPEAKER said the paper had already 
been referred, and the motion of the gentleman 

. Was not in order, except by general consent. 
. Mr. EVERETT s to Mr. Fitiwore 
that he could attain his object by moving a reconsi- 
deration. 


Mr. FILLMORE thereupon moved to recon- 
sider the-vote by which the paper had been refer- 
xed. [This is a motion which, under the rule, 
takes precedence of all other questions, except 
a motion to adjourn.} 

Mr. F. then proceeded to say. I suppose I am 
not at liberty to say any thing of what took place 
in the committee; but I take it for granted that I 
may, by way of argument, speak, by supposition, 
of any thing else. [ will suppose that there was a 
committee in the British House of Commons on 
the subject.of an election— 

- Mr. PETRIKIN rose and inquired if the gentle- 


man.was in order in proceeding to debate his mo- | 


tion at this time? 
'. The SPEAKER said the motion to reconsider 
took precedence over all other motions. 
Mr. PETIKIN. Bat not ‘the consideration of 
the: motion. 
The SPEAKER said that the motion and the 
eonsideration of the motion coald not-be separated. 
Mr. PETRIKIN then submitted the point of or- 
der, that the Spgaxzer having announced the orders 
of the day, (which weze private bilis,) a motion ‘to 
Feconsidér cowld: not -be debated and considered, 
save by.a vote of two-thirds. 
The SPEAKER having raled to the contrary, 
and that the motion to reconsider was now before 
the Honse for consideration— 


Mr. PETRIKIN appealed from the decision of | 


the Coa. 


Mr. FILLMORE required that the gentleman% ` 
point of order be reduced to writing, that it might ; 
be entered on the journals. He had been ofter | 


enough put down, he said, by a mere numerica} 
force, in every thing which related to this New 


Jersey .election. Gentlemen on the other side ` 


would bear nothing, see nothing, but would decide. : 
The SPEAKER ealled on Mr. PETRIKIN to ree ` 
duce his point of order to writing; which was done, į 
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Much conversation ensued, and statements were 
made by several gentlemen as to the state of the 
facts, as set forth in Mr. P’s writen point of or- 
der. 

When a motion was made by Mr. HOLLE- 
MAN to lay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. RANDOLPH asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Much rapid and desultory conversation fol- 
lowed. : 

Mr, FILLMORE inquired of the Chair whether 
the motion to lay the appeal on the table, if it 
should prevail, would carry with it the motion to 
reconsider ? a f 

The SPEAKER said that, in his opinion, 1 


would. 

Mr. FILLMORE said then the Sreaxer would 
do indirectly that which he could not do direcily. 
A gentleman entitled to the floor might thus be cut 
off in the midst of his remarks by a mere incidental 
point of order, having no connection with the. main 
subject of debate. 

The SPEAKER said a motion to lay on the ta- 
ble was not debatable. A 

Mr. FILLMORE appealed from the decision of 
the Cua, that the motion to lay the appeal on 
the table, if it prevailed, carried with it the motion 
to reconsider. 

If such a constraction of the rule was to be re- 
cognised, (Mr. F. said,) every man here would 
hold his right to the floor at the will of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr PETRIKIN.] — 

Mr. DAWSON said that, for the first time in 
his life, he rose to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER said he could entertain no more 

questions of order till these pending were decided. 

The appeal of Mr. FıuLmore was then debated 

briefly by Messrs. LEADBETTER, GRAVES, 
ALFORD, BRIGGS, and BANKS. 

After which Mr. BANKS moved to lay it upon 
the table. 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

And the SPEAKER having stated the grounds 
of his decision— 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay on the table the second appeal, to wil, the ap- 
peal of Mr. Fitumore from the decision of the 
Chair, that tho motion to lay the first appeal on the 
table, if it should prevail, would carry with it the 
motion to reconsider. 

And it was decided in the affirmative: Yeas 98, 
nays 76. 

So the second appeal was laid on the table. 

[Under the decision of the Chair, asgiven above, 
this vote would have taken with it the previous ap- 
peal, and the motion to reconsider. But] 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and asked if he hada 
right to proceed in his remarks? 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman had not the 


right, 

Mr. FILLMORE then said he must, with all re- 
spect for the Cuair, take an appeal, which, at the 
sever of the Cuair, was :educed to writing as fol- 
lows: 

“Mr. Fitpmorghad the the floor, and was speaking 
on a motion to reconsider a vote of the House. 
-He was called to: order. The Spraxer decided he 
was in order; from this decision an appeal was 
taken. A motion was then made to lay that ap- 
peal on the table. On this a question was raised, 
whether the motion to lay on the table was in 
order? The Speaker decided it was, and on this 
an appeal. was taken. A motion was made to 
lay this appeal on the table; which was put and 
carried. 

“The Srraxer then decided that the original 
motion to reconsider is laid on the table, and that 
Mr. Fittmore is deprived of his right to proceed 
in the debate. 

“From this decision Mr. Fittmore appeals, in- 
sisting that the original judgment of the Cua 
stands, as it is not reversed, and that he is entitled 
to the floor, on the original motion to reconsider.” 

The appeal was debated at length by Mr. BAR- 
NARD, (who suggested to Mr. FILLMORE a modi- 
fication of the,form of his appeal,) and by Messrs. 
POPE and PETRIKIN. 

When Mr, PETRIKIN moved the previous 


question; but at the request of the BEAKER, who 
said that he had found a decision which seemed to 
go- against the one which he had given, withdrew 
the mouon. 

"The appeal was farther debated by Messrs. 
CLIFFORD, BRIGGS, and HOLLEMAN. 

The SPEAKER then gave the floor to Mr. 
ANDREWS of Kentucky, who yielded it, how- 
ever, to enable the SPEAKER tO make a statement. 

The SPEAKER then cited a case which had oc- 
curred to the Congress of 1834, [the particulars of 
which the Reporter could distinctly hear,] in which 
the then Sreaxer had decided that an appeal was 
a separate and independent question. Tere was 
also, the Speaker said, a decision of his own, at 
the present session, by which it had been decided 
that the appeal was an independent questicn. 
This certainly was opposed to his own views; 
but, finding such a decision, and finding that 
such had been the previous decisions, he felt 
bound to conform to them, and must decide that 
the question now before the House was on the 
appeal of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

This appeal (see above) was taken from a de- 
cision of the Cuarr that the motion to reconsi ier 
could be debated and considered now, without a 
vote of two-thirds. : 

And the immediately pending question thereon 
was the motion submitied by Mr. HotLeman that 
the appeal do lie on the table. 

- Mr. TURNEY now moved that the House ad- 


journ. 
Mr. TOLAND urged the gentleman to withdiaw 


his motion, to enable him to offer a resolution. 
Mr. TURNEY declining, 
The question was taken and carried; 
And the House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, March 7, 1840. 


After the journal had been read, 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired whether the report of 
‘Committee of Elections on the New Jersey election, 
with the resolution of Mr. Perrixin, was not the 
yrst business in order. 

The SPEAKER’responded that, in his opinion, 
the first business in order was the appeal of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, in relation to papers 
referred to the Committee of Eelections yesterday. 

On motion of Mr. TOLAND, it was 

Resolved, That the use of this hall be allowed 
for an exhibition of -he pupils of the Pennsylvania 
Institution for the education of the Blind, under 
the direction of Dr. Thomas Rhoads, Principal of 
the Institution, on Monday morning next, from 10 
to 12 o'clock. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY gave notice, in writing, 
that he would offer the following amendment to the 
126th rule of the House: ‘Strike out ali from the 
word ‘ therefor,’ in said rule, to the end thereof.” 
The rule now stands as follows: 

“ No standing rule or order of this House shall 
be rescinded or changed without a day’s notice be- 
ing given of the motion therefor; nor shall any 
tule be suspended, except by a vote of at least 
two thirds of the members present. Nor shall the 
order of business, as established by the rules of the 
House, be postponed or changed, except by a vote 
of at least two-thirds of the members present.” 

Should the rule be amended, it will read as fol- 
lows: 

“No standing rule or order of the House shall 
be rescinded or changed without one day’s notice 
being given of the motion therefor.” 

This amendment is intended to give a majority 
of the people’s representatives on this floor, at 
all times, the power to proceed to the transaction 
of the important public business of the country, 
and to expunge from our rules (as I believe) that 
most unjust and tyrannical rule which begins, 
“Two-thirds of the people’s representatives to 
transact the most important public business of this 
nation, except at particular times and under par- 
ticular circumstances.” 

The SPEAKER then announced the business 
before the House to be the appeal of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr, Petrixin,] from a 
decision of the Cuain on yesterday, “ that the mo- 


$ 


tion to reconsider could be debated and considered 
now without a vote of two-thirds.” ' 

The question pending was on the motion of Mr. 
Houtman to lay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN, being entitled to the floor, 
said that, with a view of saving time, he would 
withdraw the motion to lay on the table,so that the 
question could at once be taken on the appeal. He 
then moved the previous question on the appeal, 
which, being seconded, the main question on the 
appeal was taken, and resulted in the decision of 
the Cru being sustained—yeas 88, nays 86. 


Mr. DUNCAN here rose to a question of order. 
He contended that the first business before the 
House was the report of the Commiitee of Elez- 
tions on the New Jersey case, with the resolution 
of Mr. Perarin, on which the previous question 
had been ordered. In his opinion, nothing could 
intervene or prevent the immediate action of the 
House on that previous question. He urged that 
the whole businers, out ef which the appeal had 
arisen, was out of order. 

Mr. D. at the request of the Crair, reduced his 
point of order to writing. 

“It is out of order to intercept the previous ques- 
tion by the introduction of any question, discus- 
sion, or reading of evidence. 

“This House, by resolution, required the Commit- 
tee of Elections to report forthwith, who of the 
ten contesting members from New Jersey had re- 
ceived a majority of the lawful votes at the Con- 
gressional election of 1838. The committee did 
Yeport in conformity with the resolution. The 
report was in favor of Mr. Dicxerson and his 
associates. The report was read: a resolution was 
offered to recomm't, and for other purposes. A reso- 
lution was offered, by way of amendment, the ob- 
ject of which was to authorize Mr. DICKERSON 
and his associates to take their seats; and on that 
resolution the previous question was moved. It is 
out of order to entertain any proposition, which 
will intercept the immediate action of the House 
upon the previous question now pending. Such is 
is the character of the measure now before the 
House, which I contend is out of order.” 


The SPEAKER decided that the motion of Mr. FILLMORG to 
receasidor the vote by which certain papers relating to the New 
Jersey contested election had been referred to the Committee of 
Elections, took. precedence over the report of that committee 


curing the mo hour. 
From which decision Mr. DUNCAN appealed; and he 
nt Oved the previous question. 


Mr. BRIGGS and Mr. TRIPLETT [severaliy submitted to 
theCaam that this identical point of order had been already 
ea and that it was not in order to raise the same question 
again. 

The SPEAKER said he was of opinion that the queation was 
the same as that just decided; but other gentlemen might dif- 
fer, and time might be saved by Dusting ¢ e question. 

And, after some conversation, the question was put, and the 
comand for the previous question (ayes 97, noes 78) was se- 

nded. . 

And the main question (to wit, “Shall the ‘decision of the 
Caa stand as the judgment of the House ?’’) was ordered to 
Per. TURNEY called for th 

r. SY called for the yeas and nays, which were} or- 
; and, being taken, Were- yeas 02 naya 89. aii 

Bo the House affirmed the decision ofthe CHAIR. 

And the question fthus recurring on the motion of Mr. FrLL- 
MORE to reconsider the vote by which the said papers had been 
referred to the Committee of Elections— 

Mr. FILLMORE proceeded to addressthe House (hypotheti- 
cally) in relation to the proceedings of the committee. 

He entered into the general merits of the contested election 
and made some severe strictures on the report of the commit- 
tee, the majority of which he censured for refusing to consider 
eertain depositions in relation to the votes of South Amboy, 
and of suppressing them by the force of numerical strength. 
The substance of his remarks is embodied in the following pre- 
amble to his resolution of last week. 

Mr. FILLMORE, after speaking some time, called for the 
reading of the testimony which had been referred to the Com- 
miten, and which it would be the effect of his mation, should it 
, to bring back andjplace under the control of the 


a PR, objected. 
| Mr. FILI said he had never read the i - 
tion, and dià not know what they centained. PAPS E 
i“ r MEDILL inquired whether it would be proper to ask 
r ‘how those papers were obtained. 
il BOATMAN opposed the reading as out of order. 
Kee TRIKIN also objected, and spoke to the question of 


The CHAIR ruted the reading to be in order, and, i 
ber nd 
of anat Ggcision. read the rule a f ying tothe case. ` ins wha 
a A PMAN now said that he was satisfied the reading 
AA in and he withdrew his objection wo it. 
time oe ae of the testimony having proceeded for seme 
T, objected to its i 
of order, but the objection wis Saanane; and raised a ere. 


a Me oe continued to read unti} the papers had been 


Mr. Fl ORE then pesumed, and continued to address the 


0! 
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House for a considerable time longer, when he gave way for 
Mr. W. THOMPSON to move an adjournment. 

_ The yeas and nays being ordered, Mr. T. withdrew his mo- 
tion, but it was immediately renewed by Mr. STANLY, but 
the yeas and nays being taken, it was negatived—yeas 75, 
nays 85. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 
Mr. FILLMORE once more proceeded with his speech. 

_ Mr. CAMPBELL, chairman of the Committee of Elections, 
interposed to explain, and said he had no objection to all the 
testimony in the case being {mmediately printed. 


_ Mr. FILLMORE resumed the floor, agi spoke without further 
interruption till he had concluded his gtgument. 


{ 

Mr. MEDILL of Ohio, (a membe of the committee,) then 
took the floor in reply. He said hefdid not rise so much with 
the view of answering the a nts of the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. FiILLMORE,] ay ation to the merits of the re- 
port, asto repel the attack whgch he has theught proper to 
make upona part of the committee. The report is not now 
under consideration Whenever it shall be, I am prepared, 
said Mr. M. to show thatthe facts are correctly set forth, and 
that the conclusion at which it arrives is sustained by testimony 
of the most unquestionable character. It is not claimed that 
the report is based on a complete purgation of the ballot boxes 
throughout the State. This appears to have been an after- 
thought of the gentlemen who first claimed seats under the 
Governor’s “seal,” and has been resorted to for the purpose of 


concealing from public observation one of the most extraordi- ; 


s that has ever been attempted on the suffrages of 


nary frau 
It is founded, as it professes to be, on the votes re- 


the people. 


ceived at the polls in pursuance of the laws of that State, by the | 


sworn officers, whose duty it was to conduct the elections. 
These officers are the only judges of the qualifications of an 
elector that are known to the laws of New Jersey. They act 


under the solemnities of an oath, and it is made a penal offence | 


knowingly to receive a vote from any one not possessing the 
qualifications of an elector as prescrited by the Constitution and 
lawe of the State. It is further set forth that depositions had 
been submitted to the committee, with the view of showing that 
votes had been received at the polls, from persons who were 
not entitled to the right of suffrage, and that one of the officers 
of election at South Amboy was unlawfuly prevented from act- 
ing, and another substituted in his place. But ir all the votes 
proved thus to be illegal by competent testimony, were taken 
from those who received a majority at the polls, the result in 
relation to any one of the claimants would not be affected. 
With what propriety, then, said Mr. M. does the gentleman 
denounce the report as carrying on its face a na- 
tional lie? On what grounds is the assertion made? 
Is not the basis on which it proceeds candidly and fair- 
ly set forth? Are not the statements made in pursu- 
auce thereof strictly correct, and the conclusion at which it 
arrives, justly inferable? Does the gentleman desire to be un- 
deratood as answering negatively to any one of these interrogato- 
ries? Then let him call for the reading of the testimony, and 
direct the attention of the House to that part by which he seeks 
to sustain h:s assertion. Xir, said Mr. M. I apprehend that the 
entleman’s imagination has taken the start of his judgment. 
hen he spoke of a paper bearing on its face the evidence of 
a “national lie,” I cannot but think that a certain certificate, 
verified by the “great seal” of New Jersey, was passing 
through his mind.” That a knowledge of the fact of the Chief 
Magistrate of a great State certifying to an untruth, under the 
emblem of i:s sovereignty, shouid excite his indignation, and 
continue to haunt his thoughts, whether on this floor or in the 
private walks of life,is by no means surprising. The whole 
proceedings, with the testimony on both sides, are about to be 
submitted to the public—a tribunal that never fails to do jus- 
tice, however tardy in its judgment. The report itself is the 
prosecution of a member of the committee who voted through- 
out in favor of admitting the certificate members, and whose 
PH aap were not likely to have been biased by any partiality 
for others. 


Bat, said Mr. M. the gentleman has seen proper to attack the 
majority of the committee; and by supposing a course of conduct 
which he desires the ITouse to consider as having taken place in 
the committee room, has charged them with acts of the grossest 
injustice. ‘The reasons urged in favor of setting aside the elec- 
tion at South Amboy were, that one of the officers of the election 
was unlawfully prevented from acting, and another person sub- 
stituted in his place, and that certain aliens had been permitted 
to vote. In making up his figured issue, the gentleman has 
charged the majority ofthe committee with re using to consider 
the depositions that were taken to establish these facts, and 
seeking to suppress them by the force of numerical strergth. 
Sir, said Mr. M. I am not one of those who will permit asser- 
tions of this kind to go forth, where I am personally concerned, 
although they be hypothetical, without accompanying them 
with a stamp by which they will be recognisedand appreciated, 
wherever they go. Thegentleman was not even satisfied with 
giving them a durability co-existent with his speech, but has 
embodied them in a preamble and resolutions, and placed them 
on the journal of the House. Sir, I ask if these charges are 
founded in truth? Was no part of the depositions taken by the 
certificate claimants in relation to the election at South Am- 
boy, read and considered in committee? Nay, further: Were 
not all the depositions relating to that inquiry, and which were 
in the possession of the committee when the report was directed 
to be drawn, read and acted on? And although a part of them 
were rejected as incompetent by the committee, with but one 
dissenting yoice, have they not all been submitted with the re- 
port, for the consideration of the House? With what propriety, 
then, and on what grounds, does the gentleman assert that these 
depositions were excluded from the consideration of the com- 
mittee, when his own name will appear recorded on the ques: 
tion? It may be that they were made with the view of break- 
ing the force of the report, and still keeping the public in doubt 
respecting the true nature ofthis infamous transaction. 

But, sir, said Mr. M. there are other depositions alleged to 
have been taken hy the certificate claimants in relation to the 
game subject, and which were referred to the committee since 
their report was submitted to the House. Although directed to 

‘ou, and only laid before the House and referred this morn- 
ing, I think Í recognise in them acquaintances of two or three 
days’ standing. On Tuesday last, the chairman assembled the 
committee, and laid before them the report which he had pre- 
pared, in pursuance of the principles previously agreed, with 
the view, as is understood, of presenting it to the House that 
morning. 

(Herp Mr. Barru interrupted Mr. Meoir, and required that 
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he observe the rule of order, that forbids any reference to the 
proceedings of the committee. } i 

Then, continued Mr. M. 1 will follow the example that has 
been set me by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Fitt- 
MORĘ,] and suppose a case, intending to be understood, how- 
ever, as asserting what has actually taken place. For thìs pur- 
pose I will raise a select committee, and direct its attention, 
for a few minutes, to the case now in hand. Suppose, 
then, that the committee had been sitting about five weeks, 
and had examined all the testimony submitted to its 
consideration by the respective claimants—that the cer 
tificate gentlemen finding the “great seal” was beginnin 
to melt before the burning influence of the poll books, aske 
further to experiment. on the good people of New Jersey, and 
try if they could discover a sufficient number of illegal votes 
throughout the State to counterbalance the Democratic majo- 
tities in the townships that were suppressed. Suppose, in pur- 
suance of this request, that the committee, by a bare majority, 


: had postponed the further consideration of the case, and autho- 


' thing of the kind was endorsed on the envelope. 


rized the taking of additional testimony, until the second Monday 
of April next, in the manner and upon notice prescribed by the 
laws of New Jersey, reserving to itself, however, the right of re- 
porting to the House the facts as they then appeared before the 
committee. That, on the 28th ult. this House passed a resolution 
instructing the committee forthwith to report which five of the 
claimants received the greatest number of lawful votes from 
the whole State, with all the evidence of that fact in their 
possession—that they assembled on the next morning, agreed 
on the basis and principles of a report, and directed the chairman 
to prepare it accordingly. Suppose that, on the 3d instant, the 
committee were called together, the report submitted, and found 
in all things to correspond with the data on which it was pre- 
viously directed to be made—that at this time a member of the 
committee drew from his pocket a package, under a sealed en- 
velope, directed to the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, and purporting to be depositions in relation to the New 
Jersey election, and desired that they might be opened by the 
chairman, read, and considered, before the report should be sub- 
mitted to the House These depositions were said to refer to the 
manner of holding the election at South Amboy, although no- 
This gentle- 
man, whose pocket, instead of the Speaker's desk or chairman’s 
port folio, was made the depository of these de itions, ap- 
peared to understand their contents, and professed to have re- 
ceived a Jetter from one of the claimants whose pretensions the 
were designed to sustain, explanatory of their import. Suc 
(said Mr. M.) was the time, and such the circumstances under 
which these depositions appeared before the committee. It is 
true that it was subsequently proposed to send them to the 
Speaker of the House, to the end that they might be opened and 
immediately returned to the committee; and it is true that thts 
proposition was alto rejected. Here, then, is the only paper re- 
lating to the case, according to my recollection, that was not 
considered by the committee before the report was presented to 
the House. . i 

But the language (said Mr. M.) which the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. FiLLmore] has used towardsthe majority of 
the committee, will warrant a further examination into the cir- 
cumstances, under which these depositions first made their 
appearance. Let us fora moment advert to the facts in the 
case. 

The consideration of the subject on the ultimate Bde of the 
claimants had been postponed until the second Monday of 
April. They were engaged in taking testimony, with a view 
to a final adjudication at that period. The commitiee had not 
precluded themselves from making © preliminary report, should 
it be deemed advisable to do so, but the parties had a right to 
expect that it would be onthe evidence examined, when they 
were personally present. A resolution passed the House on the 
Wh ultimo, calling for such a Teport: k was prepared and 
submitted by the chairman on the 3d instant. Sufficient time 
had intervened for a letter to reach South Amboyywhere depo- 
sitions were being taken, and a package to be transmitted from 
thence to this city. The depositions appear. I ask (said Mr. M.) 
ifthere were no grounds for him to suspect tha: all was not right? 


: The order of the committee, as well asthe laws of New Jer. 


sey, required that they should be certified, scaled up, and either 
handed or transmitted, by the officer before whom they were 
taken, to the SPEAKER of the Mouse of Representatives. 

How came they in the pocket ofa member of the committee? 
They were sealed up, but wasit done by the officer before 
whom they were taken, the party whose claims they were im 
tended to sustain, or some one in this city? There was nothing 
on the envelope by which these facts could be satisfactorily 
ascertained. They were dir tothe Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, but by whose hand? The gentleman, under 
whose polite attentions they were introduced into the commit- 
tee room, asserted that they related to the manner of conducting 
the election at South Amboy: but did they contain aii the testi- 
mony that was taken on that subject; or did they only embrace 
the evidence onone side? Were they procured and trans- 
mitted to this city without the knowledge of the opposing 


_ claimants, and whilst they were actually engaged in examining 


the rebutting witnesses? 

These are inquiries which the gentleman’s accompanying 
letter may have answered very satisfactorily, to his mind; but 
which, in my opinion, rendered the testimony wholly unworthy 
of consideration either in the commitee or this House, Bir, 


said Mr. M. 1have seen enongh of this case to awaken my sus- 


| 


picion, to excite my watchfulness, and to induce me to insist 
on the observance of those rules that preclude the possibility of 
fraud. No one, it appears to me, who has examined the sub- 


- ject, and whose mind is unbiased by the party prejudices of the 


day, can view the course pursued by the county clerks, the 
Governor and his ten Councilmen, in any other light than as a 
most daring attemptto control the sovereign will in the selection 
of public officers. Ifthese depositions were actually forwarded 
to this city by one of the parties, without the knowledge of the 
other, and before the examination of witnesses at that place, and 
in relation to the same subject, had closed, as there was but tov 
much reason to suspect.is there a member on this flcor who would 
seek to make the foundation of a report on a matier of so much 
interest to the people of this country? And Iam assured, on 
the authority ofa letter received in this city, and which now 
lies before me, that such was the case. The House will, there- 
fore, see whether any evidence was rup pressed, and on what 
foundation the gentleman’s assertions rest. The gentleman, 
raid Mr. M. has a also insinuated that the majority, had assem 

er the adoption of the report, and reconsi A 
in the absence of three members, that bad eni jox 
committee, Thir, like his other charges, is W 
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ndatjon in fact. The committee, at the meeting al- 
faded. haa ually as full as when the original vote was ta- 
ken. Ii two of the members saw proper to step out of the 
room after the question was put, anda third declined voting— 
that third being the gentleman himself—it is no fault of the 
majority. Their absence was voluntar and intentional, and 
the charge itself unworthy of so respeesable a source. Having 
already addressed the House at length, said Mr. M. } will not 
follow the gentleman in discussing the merits of the case. I 
rose to repel the unjust aspersions which he attempted to cast 
ena majority of the committee, and to expuse to this House 
and the country, the desperate shifis that were being resorted 
to for the purpose of sustaining the Governor and Privy Coun- 
cil of New Jersey, in their attempted invasion on the rights 
an liberties of the people of that patrietic State. 

Mr. TURNEY, alter some preliminary remarks, moved the 
previous question on Mr. FittMors’s motion to reconsider. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a call of the House. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, (anotber member of the cem- 
mittes,) ruse to explain, in reply to Mr. Mepis, but, amidst 
loud cries of order, resumed his seat. 

The previous question was now seconded. 

Mr. FILLMORE renewed his motion fora call of the House; 
andon this motion Mr. SMITH of Connecticut demanded the 
yeas and naye: which being ordered— 

Mr. GRAVES moved to adjourn. 

On this motion Mr. Mr. TURNRY demanded the yeas and 
nays, which, being taken, resulted as follows—yeas 79, nays 98. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurring on a call of the House, it was 
decided by yeas and nays in the negative—yeas 61, nays 100. 
Ro the House refused to order a call of the House. 

The previous quastion was now put and carried. 

And the main question being on Mr. FiLamore® motion to 
reconsider— 

It was decided in the negative, as follows—yeas 78, nays 96. 

So the House refused te reconsider the order by which cer- 
tain additional testimony in the New Jersey case geen re- 
ferred to the Committee of Elections. Í 

Mr. FILLMORE said it had been suggested to him by seve- 

ral of his friends that the member from Ohio had imputed im- 

proper conduct to him before the committee, and had thrown 
out the idea that he (Mr. F.) was the individual who presented 
the sealed testimony. Now, all he wished was for the member 
from Ohio to state whether he intended to be so understood or 


not. 

Mr. MEDILL said that when he had previously addressed 
the House, he was prevented from giving a full statement of the 
circumstances precisely as they occurred, owing to his being 
arrested by the member from Connecticut, (Mr. SmitH,] and 
compelled, under tha resolution of the House, to speak of them 
as sup cases. He would now, however, state that the 
facts in the supposed case existed precisely as he had stated 

them. A paseo of the committee produced, from his ova 
ket, a envelope, purporting to contain testimony in 
Paatlon to the New Jersey election. and directed to the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. That member, on producing 
it, demanded that the papers it contained should be read. This 
waa before the committee submitted their report to theHouse, but 
after it had been prepared. In speakingof the member, how- 
ever, he did not say it was the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
FıLLmoRg,} oor did he wish te be understood as alluding to 
him. It was the member from Connecticut, (Mr. Surru,] the 
same gentleman who called him to order for referring to what 
. took before the committee. But he was of opinion that 
the gentleman fram New York had joined in desiring that the 
papers should be opened and read. 

e SPEAKER, in reply to a question from a member, here 
stated, thas the papers in. question were delivered to him by 
Mr. Campeg.t, the chairman of the committee; they were en- 
closed in a sealed envelope, and were directed to him as 
Spzakgr. That waa the first time he ever saw them. 

Mr. TURNEY said he would like te know from the chair- 
man of the committee how and in what way he came in posses- 
ion of them. : 

[Here a seene of great confusion arose, man 
tempting to speak at once, and which rendere 
for the Reporter to hear with distinctness. ] 


Mr. SMITH of Connecticut having with soms difficulty ob- 
tained the foor, said that he had not called the gentleman from 
Ohio to order for alluding to any thing personal to himas a 
member of the committee, but on the gronnd that, under the 
resolution of the House, it was out of order to refer to the pro- 
ceodings of the committee. With respect to the suggestion 
that some member of the committee had held very improper 
communication with one of the parties, (claimants,) he knew 
very well that the gentleman alluded to him. He knew that he 
was the person alluded to, because it was himself who deli- 
vered the testimony to the chairman of the committee, and the 
peneman if so disposed, might make as much of that fact as 

e pleased. 


members at. 
it impossible 


On this admission, there was some laughter from various 
parts of the hall. 

Mr. 8. said that ifgentlemen supposed what he had said im- 
plied any conscious guilt,they were much mistaken; but if 
they chose to laugh, they could do as they pleased. 

T. 8, then went on to remark, what he considered a singu- 
lar circumstance. He said that while the gentieman irom Ohio 
had been denouncing the alleged improper communication with 
one of the parties, he had acknowledged that he himself had 
been helding such a communication. The denunciation was 
all on one side. When the gentleman rises and throws impu- 
tationa on others, he, at the same time, tells the House that he 
has letters from one of the parties, informing him of what was 

oing on. 

: Mr. 8. went on to state, the depositions in question were sent 
to this city, under cover, to the Hon. Mr. OSBORNE, and under 
the envelope there was a letter directed to him, Mr. 8. and 
which any membor might read. The letter was of a political 
character, and merely mentioned that the depositions for- 
warded had reference to the illegal votes. The superscription 
on the envelope, containing the testimony, was “To the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, care of the Hon. Mr. Camp- 
BELL: depesitions on the New Jersey case.” 

Mr. 8. said that, at the requestof Mr. Ozzorne, he took the 
paper, and gave it to the chairman of the committee, eupposing 
that as the committee had pewer to send for persons and pa- 

he hada right tô open it. He, Mr. 8. had been merely the 

P raneet of taking it from his room and giving it to the chair- 
man ofthe committee. There was nothing in the whole thing 
Which could cast the least imputation on him, Mr, 8, çon- 
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cluded by complaining that the previous question had been 
moved before time had been given him to make the above ex- 
planation. 

Mr. MEDILL said, that, so far as the gentleman’s explana- 
tion had represented him as acknowledging when up, “that he 
himself had been ‘holding a communication with the parties,” 
or either of them, it was wholly untrue. He had made no such 
admission or acknowledgment. What he had sald was, that 
he had been shown a letter received by an individual in this 
city, and which then lay before him, confirming the suspicions 
that ke had previously expressed in relation to the imperfect na- 
ture of the testimeny in question, and the injustice that might 
have resulted from its consideration. These suspicions were 
freely expressed in the committee room, and in presence of the 
gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Smita] himself. He was 
taken by no surprise on this floor, he very properly acknow- 
ledges. He (Mr. M.) had held no communication with either 
of the parties, nor would he consent to consider any testimony 
not received through the ordinary chanxels prescribed by law 
and the rules of this House, unless the paity whose rights were 
affected, had first an opportunity of being heard. He had never 
intended to refer tothe matter on this floor, but had been driven 
toit by the unjustifiable attack of the gentlemen from New 
York, (Mr. FILLMORE. } 

Mr. CAMPBELL asked leave to introduce a resolution that 
thejournal of the committee and all the papers in its posses- 
sion, in relation to the New Jersey contested election, be printed 
for the use of the House. What had passed to-day in the 
House rendered, he thought, such a measure proper, and al- 
Most necessary. 

Objections being made by Mr. RICE GARLAND, and seve- 
fal others, 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved to suspend the rules to enable him 
to make such a motion. 

{The noise was very great, and the Cuarr arrested the pro- 
ceedings until order could be in some degree restored. } 

Mr. FILLMORE expressed his desite that such an order 
should be passed. : 

Mr. CRABB explained on the subject of the introduction of 
the bundle of papers into the committee. 

A member objectedto Mr. Campssti.’s motion being re- 
ceived, as the floor had been yielded to Mr. PeTrrxin on'y for 
explanation. 

The CHAIR decided the motion of Mr. CAMPRELL to be out 
of order, and declared the subject before the House to be the 
consideration of the report of the Committee of Elections, made 
onthe 5th instant,on the New Jersey election. 

The questions pending being Mr. Fitcmore's proposition to 
Trecommit— 

Peds PErrikin’s motion to amend Mr. FituMorn’s proposi- 

n— 

And the question immediately pending being the demand 
heretofore made by Mr. PETRIKIN Pethe elow question— 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL claimed the floor to explain, {Confusion 
and loud cries of order.] 

The House refused leave for any more explanations. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON withdrew his motion for adjourn- 


ment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL again attempted to explain. 

Mr. TURNEY objected. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved an adjournment; but the motion was 
negatived by yeas and nays—yeas 50, nays 135. 

5o tan iones refused to adjoum. 

T. TIS said that, as he believed the morning hour had 
expired, (viz. that allotted to reports and resolutions) he de- 
manded the orders of the day, (viz. private bills.) 

The CHAIR replied that the hour had not quite expired. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved a call of the House. 

Mr. STANLY demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. TURNEY inquired whether a majority of the House had 
power to refuse to go to the orders of the day? 

The CHAIR replied that on ordinary days it had; but not on 
days set apart by rule for private bills and business. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved to adjourn. 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered: i 

r. BELL wished, by general consent, to modify the language 
of a resolution moved by him,and agreed to by the House, in 
regard to the Winnebago treaty, on the ground that the Jan- 
guage was thought to imply a want of decerum teward the 
Executive Department, though thie had happened unintention- 
aliy, and through inadvertence. 

r. TURNEY objected. 

Mr. BELL moved to suspend the rules. 


Mr. ADAMS made some remarks in support of Mr. BELL’S | 


request, and moved to reconsider the i - 
tion had been adopted. wee By- which the resolu 
Mr, MOPEMAN moved an adjournment. 
which motion the yeas and na i 8 
as follows—yeas 89, naya 85. naya Deine ordered, resnlted 
Bo the House, between 7 and8 o’clock, adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, March 9, 1840. 


The CHAIR submitted a communication from the Se 
cret: 
or ie Eieavury,, in re ly a r resolution of the 23th instant, RA 
g e Per Cent. Fund ofthe State of Alabama; whi 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. Sen WaR 
Also, a message from the President of the United States, 
pig ae a ae the. surgeon General in relation to 
ine hospitals; which w i 
dered Orbe punta! pitals; was laid on the table, and or- 
Also, a message from the President, transmitting a cor- 
respondence with the Spanish Governinent in relation to A 
reduction of tonnage duties on Spanish vessels; which was 
Teferred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 


printed. 
NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY, 
The CHAIR also submitted th i sag 
President of the United Bates: TSO wINE, mo e sroin ihe 
1 Ihe Nenale: 
n addition to information already communicated, i i- 
ance with the resolutions of the Benate of the 17th lauari 
tl inir it proper to transmit to the Senate cepies of two letters 
mi ora aoran ince zeceiven from the Governor of Maine, 
spondence t 
of State and the British Minister, EPen eee 
M. VAN BUREN. 


Washington, March 9, 1940. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, .- 
Augusta, February 15, 1840. 
Tis Excellency M. Van BUREN, | 
mieg President of the United States. BO 

Sim: A communication from Mr. Fox, the British Minister, to 
Mr. Forsyth, Secretary of State, under date of January 26th, 
contains the following statement: f p , 

“Jt appears from accurate information now In possession of 
the undersigned, that the Governor of Maine, and, through him, 
the President and General Government of the United States, 
have been misinformed as tothe facts. In the first place, no 
reinforcement has been marched te the British post at the Lake 
Temiscouta; the only change occurring there has been the re- 
lief of a detachment of her Majesty’s 24th regiment, by a de- 
tachment of egal force of the lith regiment; this force of one 
company being now stationed at the Temiscouta post, as it 
always has been, for the necessary purpose of protecting the 
stores and accommodations provided for the use of her Majes- 
ty’s troops, who may be required, as heretofore, to march ty 
that route to and from the provinces of Canada and New Bruns- 
wick. In the second place, it is not true, that the British au- 
thorities either have built, or are building, barracks on both 
sides ef the St. Johns river, ur at the mouth of the Madawaska 
river; no new barracks have infact been built any where.” 

This statement has been read by the citizens of this State 
with the most profoundastonishment. And however high may 
be the source from which it emanates, I must be permitted to 
say, in the language of that high functionary, that “it is not 
true;’’ though, in justice to him, I should add, that he haa been 
misinformed. Though this State, in the vindication of her rights 
and maintenance of her interests, relative to her territorial 
boundary, from past experience, had no reason to expect any 
material admissions of the truth on the part of the British au- 
thorities, she was not prepared to meet such a positive and un- 
qualified denial of facts as the foregoing exhibits, especially of 
facts so easily susceptible of proof. The “accuracy” of the 
information alleged to be in the possession of the Minister, is 
only equalled by the justice of the pretensions heretofore set up 
in regard to title. . 3 

But, notto be bandying assertions where proof is abundant, I 
deem it my duty to transmit to your Excellency the depositions 
of a number ot gentlemen, citizens of this State, of gigat re- 
spectabily, and whose statements are entitled to the most im- 
plicit confidence. 

These depositions abundantly prove, that up to May last, 
nearly two months subsequent to the arrangement entered iato 
through the mediation of General Scott, no troops whatever 
were stationed at Temiscouta lake: that in August, September, 
and October, the number did not exceed twenty-five; while now 
it has been increased to about two hundred: that, prior to May, 
no barracks had been erected at Temiscouta; but that, since that 
time, two have been built at the head of the lake, besides some 
tive or six other buildings apparently adapted to the establish- 
ment of a permanent military post, and, at the foot of the lake, 
two or more buildings for barracksand other military purposes: 
that, though no new barracks have been erected at Madawaska, 
certain buildings, heretofore erected, have been engaged for 
use as such: that a road has been constructed, connecting the 
military post at the head and foot of the lake—a tow path 
made the whole length of the Madawaska river—the road from, 
the head of the lake to the military post at the river Des Loup 
thoroughly repaired—transport boats built, &c. &c 

I would further inform your Excellency that an agent has 
been despatched to Temiscouta and Madawaska for the pur- 
pose of procuring exact information of the state of things 
there at the present moment; but having incidentally found 
some evidence of the state of things prior to November Jast, I 
have thought best to forward it without delay for the purpose 
of disabusing the Government and the country of the errors 
into which they may have been led by the communication be- 
fore alluded to. The report of the agent will be transmitted as 
soon as received, which may not be short of two weeks. 

Under these circumstances, I have only to repeat my official 
call upon the General Government for the protection of this 
State from invasion. 

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
JOHN FAIRFIELD, 
Governor of Maine. 


mesma 


To his Excellency Hon. Joun FAIRFIELD, 
i Governor of Maine. 

The undersigned has the honor to report that, in accordance 
with your commission of the6th instant, he proceeded imme- 
diately to the St, John’s river, Temiscouata lake, &c. and as- 
certained by actual observation the following facts: 

That twenty-two miles below the mouth of Fish river, on 
the south side of the St. John’s, and nearly opposite the Mada- 
waska river, a house has been fitted up for barracks, and is 
rented by the English Government for that purpose, though no 
troops are there at present. It is built of hewn timber, two sto- 
ries high, about sixty feet long and thirty wide. It has bunks 
prepared for over one hundred men. It is now in charge of 
one man only. From thence he followed up the Madawaska 
river, observing the tew path on its east bank, which has been 
made and repaired by the English Government, under contracts 
given out by James A. MacLauchian, esq. of New Brunswick, 
the gentleman who has heretofore assumed to act as Warden of 
the disputed territory. This work was accomplished the past 
season; the length corresponds with that of the east side of the 
Madawaska river, which is about twenty-six miles long. 

Two miles and a half below the foot of the Temiscouata 
lake, on the west bank of the Madawaska river, the English 
erected, early last summer, a barrack, about eighty feet long 
and thirty wide, and two small out buildings. At this post, 
there are now stationed one sergeant, one corporal, and five 


private soldiers of company No. 3, 11th regiment in the Eng- 
lish service, where they have been since about the first of Janu- 
ary last. : 
ear this point commences a road, connecting it wi 
English werks next described, built the past season Gener cae 
tracts given out by said MacLaughlan, for the distance of six-. 
teen miles, ten of which are fully completed, and the remain- 
ing six nearly. That fifteen miles from the foot of Temiscouata 
lake, on its west @ide, the English have erected eight buildings 
as barracks for soldiers, officers’ quarters, a hospital, a magazine, 
a storehouse, and acommissary’s house, all of which are sur- 
sounded by ditches, breastworks, and stockades, on three sides; 
the fourth is not fully completed. An accurate plan of all these 
orke accompanies this report, and is here particularly refer- 
t 
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From Major Chambri, the commander at this fort, who was 
first informed ofthe object and cause of the inquiries, and from 
his officers, the following facts were ascertained: ‘That he was 
there stationed by the Government of the Canadas, having, un- 
der bis command, one compary of grenadier soldiers, number- 
ing about eighty-five men, of the 11th regiment, and one light 
company, the third of same regiment Mange a about ninety 
men, in all one hundred and seventy five, not including officers 
commissioned, or servants. The names of the officers are Maj. 
Chambri, Capt. Wallington, Lieuts. Blogs and Gould, and Ensign 
Tolun. That the barracks were commenced last spring, and 
some of the buildingeare still unfinished. That the first soldiers 
were stationed herein June last, comprising a sergeant, cor- 
poral, and ten men of 24th regiment; and in November following 
said company of grenadiers were ordered to take their place, 
and that about thefirst of January last they were reinforced by 
said third company. ‘That the road from these barracks, to the 
river Des Loup, has been made and repaired the past season, 
distance about thirty-six miles. f f 

In addition, the undersigned ascertained that the English have 
buitt, at Lake Temistouata, a number of large flat botiom boats, 
and alan keel boats, each of which will serve to carry fifty men, 
and the flat bottom boats would transport, safely, heavy ord- 
nance. Outside the defences the English have a boat and store 
house. > 

The worka at this fort are calculated to be a sure defence 
against artillery and light arms, as will more fully appear from 
plan annexed. — 

All of which is most respectfully 


Avavsra, Me. Feb. 27, 1840. 
STATE or MAINE—SECRETARY’S OFFICE, 


submitted 
BENJAMIN WIGGIN. 


Augusta, Feb. 27, 1840. | 
Thereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the ori- 
ginal deposited in this office. 
Attest, PHILIP C. JOHNSON, 


Secretary of State. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. For. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, March 6, 1840. 

By the directions of the President, the undersigned, Secre- 
tary of State of the United States, communicates to Mr. Fox, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Great 
Britain, the enclosed copy of a report made to the Governor of 
the Stateof Maine, by the agent, commissioned on the part of 
the authorities of that State, to ascertain the precise character 
and extent of the occupation of parts of the disputed territory 
by troops of her Britannic Majesty, and of the buildings and 
ober public works constructed for their use and accommo 

tion. 

By that report, and the three depositions which the under- 
signed informally communicated to Mr. Fox afew days since, 
he will perceive that there must be some extraordinary mis- 
apprebension on his part of the facts in relation tothe cag a 
tion by British troops of portions of the disputed territory: he 
statements contained in these documents, and that given by Mr. 
Fox, in his note of the 20th of January last, exhibit a striking 
discrepancy as tothe number of troops now in the territory, 
as compared with those who were in it when the arrangement 
between G overnor Fairfield and Lieutenant Governor Harvey 
was agreed upon; and also as to the present and former state 
ef the buildings there. The extensive accommodations pre- 
pared and preparing, at an old and at new stations, the works 
finished, and in the course of construction, on the land and on 
the water, are not in harmony with the assurance the only object 
is the preservation of a few unimportant buildings and store 
houses for the temporary protection of the number of troops 
her Majesty’s ordinary service can requireto pass on the road 
from New Brunswick to Canada. 

The undersigned will abstain from any remarks upon these 
contradictory statements, until Mr. Fox shall have had an op- 
portunity to obtain the means of fully explaining them. How 
essential it ia, that this should be promptly done, and that the 
steps necessary to a faithful observance on the part of her Ma- 
jesty’s colonial authorities of the existing agreements between 
the two Governments should be immediately taken, Mr. Fox 
cannot fail fully to understand. 

The undersigned avails himeelf of the occasion to renew to 
Mr. Fox assurances of his high consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 


Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
Wassxincton, March 7, 1840. _ 

The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordi- 
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary, has the honor to ackuow- 
ledge the receipt of the official note of yesterday’s date, ad- 
dressed to him by Mr. Forsyth, Secretary of State of the U! nited 
Btates, to which is annexed the copy of a report from Mr. Ben. 
jamin Wiggin, an agent employed by the State of Maine to 
visit the British military post at Lake Temiscouta; andin which 
reference ia made to other papers upon the same subject, which 
were informally communicated to the undersigned by Mr. For- 
syth a few days before; and the attention of the undersigned is 
called by Mr. Forsyth to different points upon which the iufor- 
mation contained in the said papers is considered to be mate- 
tially at variance with that which was conveyed to the United 
States Government by the undersigned in his official note of the 
26th of last January. 

‘The undersigned had already been made acquainted, by the 
Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick, with the cireum- 
stance of Mr. Wiggin’s visit to the military post at Lake Te- 
miscouta, where the officer in command very properly fur 
nished to Mr. Wiggin the requisite information upon all mat- 
tera connected with the British station, which he appeared de- 
sirous to inquire about. 

The allezed points of variance, after deducting whatis fanci- 
ful and coajectural in the reports now produced, and after com 
paring what ie there stated in contradiction to other reports be- 
fore produced from the same quarters, do not appear to the un- 
dersigned to be by any means so material as they seem to have 
been considered by the Government of the United States. The 
British military detachment stationed at Lake Temiscouta, 
which the agents employed by the State of Maine had, in the 
first instance, with singular exaggeration, represented as 
amounting to two regiments, is now discovered by 
the same parties to amount to one hundred and 
seventy-five men, which, instead of two regiments, is some- 
thing lees than two companies. It is indeed true, should such a 
point be considered worth discussing, that the undersigned 


might have useda more technically correct expression in his 
note of the 26th of January, if he had stated the detachment in 
question to consist of from one to two companies, instead of 
stating it to consist of one company. But a detachment of her 
Majesty’s troops has been stationed at the lake Temiscouata, 
from time to time, ever since the winter of 1837 and °38, when 
the necessity arose from marching reinforcements by that route 
from New Brunswick to Canada; and it will be remembered 
that a temporary right of using that route for the same pur- 
pose, was expressly reeervedgto Great Britain in the provisional 
agreement entered into at the beginning of last year. 

It is not therefore true that the stationing a military force at 
the lake Temiscouta ia a new measure on the part of her Ma- 
jesty’s authorities. Neither is it true that that measure has 
been adopted for other purposes than to maintain the security 
of the customary line of communication, and to protect the 
buildings, stores, and accommodations provided for the use of 
Her Majesty’s troops when on a march by thatroute; and it was 
with a view to correct misapprehensions which appeared to 
exist upon these points, and thus to do away with one needless 
occasion of dispute, that the undersigned conveyed to the Uni- 
ted States Government the information contained in his note of 
the 26th of January. i 

With regard again to the construction of barracks and other 
buildings, and the preserving them in an efficient state of re- 
pair and defence, a similar degree of error and misapprehen- 
sion appears still to prevail in the minda,of the American au- 
thorities. 

The erection of those buildings within the portion of the dis- 
puted territory now referred to, for the shelter of her Majesty’s 
troops while on their march, and for the safe lodgment of the 
stores, is no new act on the part of her Majesty’s authorities. 
The buildings in question have been in the course of construc- 
tion from a period antecedent to the provision agreements of 
last year, and they are now maintained and occu pied along the 
line of march, with a view tothe same objects above specified, 
for which the small detachments of troops also referred to, are 
in like manner there stationed. 

The undersigned will not refrain from here remarking upon 
one pointof comparison exhibited in the present controversy. 
It is admitted by the United States authorities that the armed 
bands stationed by the Government of Maine.in the neighbor- 
hood of the Aroostook river, have fortified those stations with 
artillery; and it is now objected as matter of complaint against 
the British authorities, with reference to the buildings at Lake 
Temiscovata,not that those buildings are furnished with artillery, 
but only that they are defended by palisades capable of resist- 
ing artillery. It would be difficult to adduce stronger evidence 

ofthe acts on the one side being those of aggression, and on the 
other of defence. 

The fact, shortly, is, and this is the assential point of the argu- 
ment, that her Majesty’s authorities have not as yet altered their 
state of preparation, or etrengthened their military means 
within the disputed territory, with a view to settling the ques- 
tion ofthe boundary, altheugh the attitude assumed by the 
State of Maine with reference to that question, would be a clear 
justification of such measures; and it is much tu he appre- 
hended that the adoption of such measures will sooner or later 
become indispensable, if the people of Maine be not compelled 
to desist from the extensive system of armed aggression which 
they are continuing te carry on in other parts o the same dis- 
puted territory. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew the 
Secretary of State of the United Statesthe assurance of his dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

H.8. FOX. 


The documents having been read: 


Mr. WILLIAMS addressed the Senate in justification of him- 
self, as well as the Governor of Maine, for having declared that 
a portion of that State was occupied by British troops, and that 
the British authorities had erected barracks and military 
works upon the disputed territory; which statements had been 
fares by Mr. Fox’s letter to Mr. Forsyth of the 24th of January 
ast. 


Upon the call of the Senate, (said Mr. W.) the President com- 
munited the correspondence between this Government and 
Great Britain, and also all the correspondence which had been 
had since the last session of Congress with the Governor of 
Maine and the British Minister at Washington, relative to the 
Northeastern boundary, and the jurisdiction of the disputed ter- 
ritory. This was done on the 22d of January last, and em- 
braced the able and significant reply of Mr. Forsyth of the 
16th of January, to the note of Mr. Fox of the 12th of January 
last, declaring “that a persistance in, or a repetition of, such 
acts, oa the part of her Majesty’s agents, as those now com- 
plained of, would, ifavowed by Great Britain, be considered as 
but litle in accordance with those (Mr. Fox’s amicable) assu- 
rances. 


The message and documents were immediately “printed and 
widely circulated throughout the country, producing a deep 
sensation on tbe public mind. On the 24th of January, Mr. 
Fox addressed another note to Mr. Forsyth, saying, among other 
things, that “since the date of his last official note of the 12th 
instant, he has been furnished by her Majesty’s authorities in 
North America with more correct information than he, then pos- 
sessed, respecting certain reported movements of British troops 
within the disputed territory, &c.” and adding, that “it appears 
from accurate information now in the possession of the under- 
signed, that the Governor of Maine, and, through him, the 
President and General Government of the United States, have 
been misinformed as to the facts. In the first place, no rein- 
forcement has been marched to the British post at the Lake 
Temiscouata; the only change occurring there has been the re- 
lief of a detachment of her Majesty’s 24th regiment by a de- 
tachment of equal force of the Lith regiment; this force of one 
company being now stationed at the Temiscouata post, as it 
always has been, for the necessary purpose of protecting the 
stores and accommodations provided for the use of her Majes- 
ty’s troops who may be required, as heretofore, to march by 
that route to and from the provinces of Canada andjNew Bruns- 
wick. In the second place, it is not true that the British autho- 
rities either have built, o- are pbuilding, barracks on both sides 
the St. Johns river, or at the mouth of the Madawaska river; no 
new barracks have in fact been built any where,” &c. to which 
Mr. Forsyth replied on the 28th of January; and on the 29th of 
that month, the President transmitted both letters, with his 
message, to the Senate, which were printed and extensively 
circalated through the country. You may well suppose, said 
Mr. W. with what astonishment I listened to such assertions 
from the official organ of her Britannic Majesty! AJ- 


though perierly satisfied that the statements of Governor 
Fairfiel were substantially correct, I could not but be 
sensible that the letter of Mr. Fox was well calculated to 
throw suspicion on those statemen and to create a belief that 
Governor Fairfield had mistaken and misrepresented the true 
state ofthe case. I regret that he has been obliged to lay un- 
der this imputation so long, but am now rejoiced that the Prest- 
dent has done justice to the Governor of Maine, as well as to the 
nation, by voluntarily communicating the evidence which has 
been furnished to him, and which has now been read to the 
Senate, fully establishing, as it does, the correctness of the 
statements made by Governor Fairfield, and showing the entire 
want of accuracy in the allegations in the British Ministe’s 
note of the 24th of January. Let us see what Mr. Fox de- 
clares, in that note, “appears from the accurate information 
then in his possession.” In the first place, (said Mr. W.) he 
asserts “that no reinforcement has been marched to the Lake 
Temiscouata.” The evidence is, that the 3d light company of 
10th regiment, numbering ninety men, was marched to that 
post about the first of January last, as a reinforcement to the 
grenadiers then there. Jn the second place, Mr. Fox says, 
“the only change occurring there has been the relief of a de- 
tachment of her Majesty’s 24th regiment by a detachment of 
equal force of the llth regiment ?” The evidence is, that, in 
November last, there was at that post a sergeant, corporal, 
and ten men only, who were ihen relieved by a company of 
grenadiers of Ith regiment, consisting of eighty-five 
men. In the third place, Mr. Fox states “that this 
force, of one company, being now stationed at the 
Temiscouata post, as it alwaya has been,” &c. The evidence 
is, that, prior te June last, there was no force there, and, until 
November, there was only a sergeant’s guard. In the jourth 
place, Mr. Fox says “that it is not true, that the British autho- 
rities either have built or are building barracks on both sides 
of the St. Johns river, orat the mouth of the Madawaska river.” 
The evidence is, that barracks, and other strong works, have 
been built at the foot and head of the lake on the north side of 
the St.Johns river, and that a large building of hewn timber on 
the south side of that river, and opposite the Madateaska river, 
has been hired, fitted up for barracks, and is now occupied by 
the British authorities for that purpose. In the fifth place, 
Mr. Fox asserts “that no mew barracks have, in fact, been built 
any where.” The evidence is, that new barracks have been 
built at the Aead and foot of the lakes. 

Butenough of this. The depositions of witnesses under oath, 
and the report of the agent sent by the authorities of Maine, for 
the special purpose of seeing the works and ascertaining the 
force of the British upon the disputed territory, will carry con- 
viction to the mind of every one who will read them, and the 
nation will see and duly estimate the truth of the case. s 

JIaving said (continued Mr. W.) what'I considered to be my: 
duty to Governor Fairfield, the State of Maine, and myself, m 
reference to this extraordiuary letter of the British Minister, I 
would now ask the attention of the Senate to a more important 
view of the subject. By the arrangement entered into in March 
last between the Governor of Maine and the Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of New Brunswick, it was agreed that the Lieutenant 
Governor of New Brunswick, without renewed instructions to 
that effect, would not seek to take military possession of the 
disputed territory, &c. In answer to Governor Fairfield’s in- 
quiry in December last, as to British troops being stationed 
within the diputed territory, Sir John Harvey says, “that what- 
ever movements of troops may have taken place en the side of 
Lower Canada, have been made by authority superior to 
mine,” &c. Is it possible that, after making an arrangement 
with the Lieutenant Governor of New Brunawick for the pre- 
servation of péace upon the borders, pending the negotiation 
on the subject of the boundary, we are now to be told that, 
while the Lieutenant Governor respects and conforma to his 
own arrangement, his superior may and will do as he pleases; 
and isto be permitted to construct strong posts and keep what 
military force hethinks proper upon theterritory in dispute? Ate 
we quietly to remain in a condition so humiliating? 1 trust not. 
And yet this is the position in which weare placed, if we accede 
to the views taken by Mr. Fox in his letter of: Bath of January last, 
where, speaking of her Majesty’s authorities in North America, 
he says: “they will, as at present advised, consult their own 
discretion, in adopting tne measures of defence that my be ren- 
dered necessary by the threats of a violent interruption to the 
negotiation, which have been used by all parties in Maine,” &c. 


Here we have the avowalof the accredited Minister of he- 
Britannic Majesty to this Government, that her Majesty’s author 
rities in North America, (not the Lieutenant Governor of New 
Brunswick, for he has made an agreement which forbids Ais 
doing it,) assuming, without the least foundation for such as- 
sumption, that Maine threatens, or desires, a violent interrup- 
tion to the negotiation, will, as at present advised, consulé their 
own discretion in adopting measures of defence; and we have 
the proof that, in the exe'cise of that discretion, those autho- 
rities have constructed strong military-posts, stationed regular 
troops, and made roads for the transportation gf men and mili- 
tary stores within the disputed territory, contrary to agree- 
ment, and in violation of the just rights of the State of Maine, 
Shall we, can we, submit to such usurpation? to such wrong? 
If there is a patriotic feeling in the bosom of any American, it 
will emphatically respond, no! 

Mr. W. then alluded to the late message of Sir John Harvey 
to the Assembly of New Brunswick, in which he expresses 
great confidence that, upon the arrival in England of the com- 
missioners who recently came out to examine the disputed ter- 
ritory, and upon their report being made to the Ministry at 
home, such a proposition would be made for the adjustinent of 
the question of boundary as would be satisfactory to this Go- 
vernment. He does not intimate what that proposition will be, 
or how it will be made satisfactory, but the Assembly thereupon 
passed a bill to authorize Governor Harvey to raise a corps of 
twelve hundred men whenever it might become necessary. Our 
whole borders are being surrounded with military posta and for- 
tifications; additional troops are being sent into the provinces; 
and soldiers and military works are placed within and upon a 
portion of the territory in dispute. 


With such means upon our borders to render a proposition 
satisfactory, who can wonder that Sir John Harvey should feel 
great confidence that it would prove satisfactory? Would it 
hot, under such circumstances, fe wise to place our frontier in 
a condition which will enable us to consider and aet upon any 
proposition which may be made to us with calmness and free- 
dom from cvercion? Is it not apparent, while thie Gove Aa 
is resting in eecurisy, relying upon the strong and reite see e- 
claratione of Great Britain of its anxious desire to bring the long 
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penais and just termination, and conforming to the arrange- 
ments for preserving peace on the borders, that the British au- 


coutteverey about our Northeastern boundary to an 


ities are meadily and constantly preparing for a different re- 
sult} Shall we be blind to the recent augmentation of troops 
in the provinces—to the construction of military posts upen our 
whole Eastern and Northera frontiers—to the making of roads 
for the speedy movement of troops and the erection of buildings 
fer their accommodation? While Maine, deeply interested in 
the question of boundary, is looking with intense anxiety upon 
these extensive preparations for conflict, and is ealling upon the 
General Government to fulfil the constitutional duty of protect- 
ing and defending her against foreign encroachment and dis- 
memberment, what has the Government done? Has it come to 
her in that way which would have been most likely to pre- 
serve her rights and bring the question to a prompt termination? 
Is it now the duty of this Governmen: forthwith to meet the 
recent movements of Great Britain by corresponding move. 
ments upon our part? Would not such a course promote the 
amicable and early settlement of the pending dispute? And 
by eo doing, would not the hazzard of border conflicts be greatly 
diminishes? These questions demand the serions and solemn 
conskleration of Congress and the country. Maine does not 
desire, by any act of hers, to bring on a war, but she ought 

and cannot, suffer a portion of her territory long co remain 
in the military occupation of foreign troops. 

Mr. W. then moved that five thousand extra copies of the 
message and documents be printed, and in order that the pub- 
lic might see and compare the statements of Mr. Fox, with the 
evidence now furnished, that the same number of the Presi- 
dent’s mi e of the 29h of January, together with Mr. Fox’s 
letter of the Sith of January, and Mr. Forsyth’s reply thereto, 
should also be printed with the present message and decu- 
ments; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from the Town Coun- 
cil of Georgetown, South Carolina, asking for the erection of a 
light-houge at the mouth of the river Santee; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. . g 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial, praying for the 

assage of a general bankrupt Jaw; which was referred to the 
Bommitiee on the Judiciary. f : 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial, praying for the im- 
position ofa moderate duty on foreign silks; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. N 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from a number of citizens 
of New York, praying for the passage ofa general bankrupt 
law; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALL presented a similar petition; which had the same 
reference. i l 7 

Mr. W., also presented additional papers in relation to the 
claim of John H. Mackintosh; which were filed with the bill for 

is relief. 
ast CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial of stockholders 
ofthe Agricultural Bank of Natchez, for further indulgence in 
the payment of a sum due the Government; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. C. also presented several memoria’s in favor of measures 
for the prevention of wars between nations; which were referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from some good hard 
money men of Missouri, remonstrating against the present 
banking system; which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 

tinted. 

P Mr. B. also presented a memorial of citizens of Missouri, 


raying the 2 of a pre-emption law; which_was laid on 
Bret aid ordered to be printed. i 


ferred the memorial of Samuel Forry, mads a special report 
thereon; whica was ordered to be printed, accompanied by a 
bill, which was read, and ordered to a second reading. _ 

Me. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which was referred a bill to revive the act entitled“ An act to 
enable claimants to land within the limits of Missouri and the 
Territory of Arkansas, to institute proceedings to try the vali- 
dity of their claims, &c. reported the same with an amendment; 
which was ordered to be printed. __ : 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Naval Affaira, re- 
ponen a bill for the relief of William Hogan, administrator of 

ichael Hogan; which was read, and ordered to a second 1ead- 
ite. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief of Francis A. Harri- 
gon; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. NORVELL, the vote of the Senate adopt- 
ing the report of the Committee on Naval Affairs, adverse to 
the claim of was reconsidered, and the petition, 
with additional papers, was again referred to that committee. 

The motion submitted some days since by Mr. Benrten to 
print ten thonsand additional! copies of the salt cocument, was 
taken up, and agreed to—ayes 23, nays 14. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau; which was 
read, and erdered to a second reading. 

Mr. TALLMADGE submitted the following resolution, which 
Was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of reappropriating by law the ba- 
lance of the apprepriation of ten thousand dollars, heretofore 
made by Congress, to be distributed among the officers and 
erew of the late private armed brig ‘General Armstrong,” 
which balance, amounting to $2,975 20, was carried to the sur- 
plus fund on the 3lst December, 1839. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. LUMPKIN moved to take up the follewing reselutior, 
submited by him some dayssince, in relation to the adjourn- 
ment of the two Houses of Congress: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Re- 

resentatives do adjourn their respective Houses sine die, on 
onday, the ——- day of May next. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said this was a subject which did not require 
many words for ita elucidation, as every Senator could judge 
of its propriety or impropriety. From the convictions of my 
own mind, said Mr. L. I am satisfied that if we agree to fix the 
adjournment two months hence, we can do more business, and 
do it better, than if we delay it till September next. Thirty 
years’ reflection had convinced him that, when a definite day 
was fixed for the adjournment, the members applied them- 
selves more assiducusly to business; there was less talking and 
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more action; anda general disposition to despatch the mea- 
sures before the expiration of the time allotted had expired. 

But there was another and an important consideration to be 
taken into account. Taking the expenses of the short sessions 
as data, we have been sitting here up tothis day, atan expense 
to the nation of little short of half a million of dollars. And 
what have we done during this time? It my recoliection is cor- 
rect, Congress has passed but three bills—one of which was for 
the payment of themselves. 

Another consideration, and, with him, a very important one, 
was that, on account ofthe long sessions, and the great difficulty 
of getting the business entrusted to them by their constituents 
transacted, Congress was lowered in the estimation of the 
country, which was a great public evil. Notwithatanding the 
great outcry about Executive abuses and Executive patronage, 
the Legislature is by far the most important branch of this Go- 
vernment. Whatever may be the amount of Executive abuses, 
they dwindle into insignificance, when compared with those 
which may spring from improper legislation. Whatever may 
be his designs, no Executive can materially injure this country, 
if Congress does its duty. The President only executes the 
laws; and if this is done improperly, Congress has the power of 
checking him; and has even the power of removing him from 
office. 

In submitting this resolution, Mr. L. said, he had consulted no 
one on the subject; but he thought the interests of the country, 
and the character of Congress, required that they should adjourn 
at the earliest day the situation of the public business would 
permit. He would not occupy longer the time of the Senat 
but wished to record his vote on the proposition. He woul 
discharge his duty, and he presumed others would discharge 
what they conscientiously believed to be theirs. 

Mr. L. then moved to fill the blank with the “18th day of May 
next;’”? which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, expressed himself decidedly in favor 
of the resolution, which had been introduced by the honorable 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Lumpxin.] He said he would not 
only cordially vote to adjourn the present session of Congress on 
the 18th of May next, but he would go still further, and would 
vote for an amendment of the Constitution, by which the first 
seasion of the term, as well as the last, should be limited toseome 
definite period. He said itappeared to him that the tendency 
of things, for the last ten or twelve years, was toward a perpe- 
tual session of Congress, to which he was utterly oppposed. 
Mr. C. said it had become customary for Congress, at the first 
session in every term, to continue here seven or eight months, 
when a much shorter time was required fur the despatch of the 
public business; and it was time to make a change. 

Mr.C said it was a fact, easily demonstrable, that much the 
gteater portion of the business was done, at every session, whe- 
ther long or short, within the last few weeks. He said he had 
been an attentive observer of operations here for the last ten or 
eleven years; and such, aa far as he recollected, had been nni- 
formly the case. But (he said) he had just looked haatily into 
the proceedings of the last two sessions, and found this view of 
the matter fully sustained. ‘The last session was a short one; but 
about two hundred and fifty acts and reselutions had been 
passed—the usual amount of business had been done. Yet, 
(said Mr. C.) up to the 6th of February, when more than two 
out ef the three months of the session had elapsed, only five 
acts and one resolution had passed. The remaining two hun- 
dred and forty or fifty acts and resolutions had been passed with- 
in the last twenty-five days of the session. At the preceding 
session, which was the last long one, and continued from the 
first Monday in December to the 9th of July, about two hun- 
dred and seventy acts and resolutions had been passed; and, of 
that number, about one hundred and seventy passed within the 
last thirty days of the session. 

Now, (said Mr. C.) I may not be precisely accurate—my 
calculation has been hastily made; but I do not believe I am far 
wrong: and what does it prove? It shows satisfactorily, to my 
mind, that about an equal amount of business is done in a ses- 
sion of three months that is done in a session of eight months— 
and the greater portion always within the last few wecks, at 
either session. 


Mr. C. said he had also observed another fact in his experi- 
ence here, and that was, that so soon as a day of adjournment 
was fixed, every one began to attend more assiduously, and 
manifested a stronger desire to despatch the business. He 
thought he might appeal with confidence toall who had served 
at former sessions, to sustain him in this view of the subject. 
Let it be once understood, on all hands, that there is to be an 
end of the session on the 18th of May, and we should see the 
members of both Houses prosecuting their duties with increased 
energy and alacrity. Assured, as he was, that the results 
would be altogether beneficie 1, Mr. C. express:d the hope that 
the resolution would receive the sanction of the Senate. 


Mr CLAY of Kentucky took that occasion to express the 
pleasure he felt in finding such a measure emanate in the quar- 
teritdid. He not only had no objection to the time fixed in 
the resolution, but was ready to go still further, and vote for an 
adjournment to-morrow, ay, or even that very day; for, from the 
appearance of things around him,he must say, and he did so with 
the deepest regret and mortification, that nothing was to be ex- 
pected from the present session of the present Congress, either 
to advance the interests, or to relieve the embarrassmentr of 
the people. The sooner, then, that they went home and mixed 
with their constituents, the better. Let us gø to the honest far- 
mer, and take a chaw tobacco with him, and ask him “how are 
his children—how the state of his crops, and what markets are 
afforded, in the present crippled state of the times, through the 
wat made upon the banks and credit of the country;” and 
when we meetagain, said Mr. C. it will be under happier aus- 
pices; we shall then be likely to find a Congress better organ- 
ized, and more disposed to regard the public weal. The only 
objection he had to this measure was, that it was calculated to 
deceive and impose upon the people; he did not impute any 
such design to the Senator from Georgia; but that was its evi- 
dent tendency. Wha for one moment believed—did the hono- 
table Senator himself believe—that the session weuld be closed 
by the middle of May next? No, sir, said Mr. C. the dog-days 
will still find usin thiscity, and I object only that the step is 
calculated to impress the people with the belief that such a 
step was seriousiy contemplated. The state of the finances was 
such as to require the issue of some four or five millions of 
Treasury notes, and, by the time we were teady to go, we 
might be called on for four or five millions more, and that alone 
would compel us testay. He should vote for the resolution, 
convinced, as he was, that nothing would be done to improve 
the condition of the country; and the sooner, therefore, the ad- 


journment took place, the better for the courtry and their 
friends. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said the Senator trom Kentucky (Mr. Cray) 
was not present when he introduced the resolution, He had 
then stated that it was the result of no consultation with any 

erson, but was presented from his own convictions of duty. 

e had not stated that he anticipated. that his resolution 
would pass, as he had no intention to deceive. He would even 
say he did not anticipate success, but he had so received his les- 
sons in the echool of duty, as, when convineed he wasin ite path, 
to sow his seed in the morning, and rot withhold his hand in the 
evening. He would discharge what he conscientiously deemed 
to be his duty, regardless of consequences. : 

Mr. BENTON appreciated fully the motives which actuated 
the Senator from Georgia, in presenting thisreaolution. They 
were all laudable, and suchas should actuate gentlemen in 
bringing forward public mensures. He had many years since 
been convinced of the evil resulting from the inequality of dura- 
tion in the short and long sessions, and thought it would be of 
advantage to equalize them, by taking something from the end 
of the long, and adding something to the beginning of the short 
session. A bill, with a provision of this kind embraced in it, 
passed both branches of Congress a few years since, but was 
vetoed by the Executive, on the ground that we hadno power 
to make a permanent law onthe sulgect; that one Congrees 
had no right to bind its successors, though each might tegislate 
for itself. He was in favor of adjourning earlier and 
meeting earlier. By our present arrangement, gentlemen were 
generally on their way here during the first severe spell of cold 
weather, and were therefore exposed to its inclemencies, at the 
great risk of life and health. He had himself been more than 
once frozen up on the Ohio river, and compelled to prosecute 
his journey by land, over by-roads and in neighborhood con- 
veyances. Business is also delayed by the present arrange- 
ment, as from the time at which we meet it has got to be a set- 
tled thing that no business is to be transacted until after Christ- 
mas. But he would suggest to the Senator from Georgia the 
propriety of holding up the resolution for a few days, that some 
consultation and assimilation of opinions might be had on the 
subject. There were now on out table three or four communi- 
cations, and one special mei e frem the President, upon 
the subject of an anticipated deficit in the Teeasury. The 

reat diversity of opinion between the Executive and Judiciary 
in regard to the operation of certain provisions of the compro- 
mise act: the great increase of drawbacks, which have reached 
an enormons amount: the almost certainty that the debts owing 
to the Government by many of the banks—all were operating to 
produce a deficiency in the Treasury. The Bank of the 
United States will owe a large amount to the Government in 
September; but that institution will now not even pay out 
her own irredeemable rags to discharge her obligations. 
Checks drawn on her by depositors are not paid, 
but they merely stamp “good” on them—to which some 
add “for nothing.” If the bills which were necessary to keep 
the Government in existence were in the power of the Senate, 
then he might be disposed to consider the propriety of fixing a 
day for adjournment; but he was not willing to see this Go- 
vernment crumble down into atoms for the want of means to 
carry It on, and he would give no vote which should put it into 
the power of those who were willing to see Congress adjourn 
to-day, (as Mr. Cay of Kentucky said he was,) and thereby 
leave the Government to dissolve; for the event is certain, that 
unless bills are passed to raise money, the Government must 
stop payment before the next session. 

Mr. LUMPKIN concurred with the &enator last up in the 
propriety of many of hisremarks; but in the proposition before 
them there was no hasty day fixed—there was abundance of 
time allowed to make up all mattersalluded to by that Senator, 
and all other necessary business. He could not bring himsalf 
to induige the idea that another branch would fail te do its duty 
when the day for closing the session was named. He had never 
been in the habit of speaking of party, or expressing party opi- 
nions, (that was for another place, not for the Senate of the Unija 
ted States;) but, having a majority, as his political friends had, 
in both branches of the National Legislature if they would not 
act, he was ready for the blame to rest on his side of the House. 
He was willing to p home to his constituents, as the Senator 
from Kentucky had suggested. They had a double duty to fal- 
fil: one that pertained to Congress, and another to themselves, 
He felt desireus to bring the session to a close. 

Mr. SEVIER was in favor of the resolution. Hel wished to 
gohome to his constituents. Solong as a limit was not fixed, 
the public business was not progressed in. During short ses- 
sions they had ample evidence that more was done in three 
months than usually in any six of the long ones, With regard 
to the wants of Go vernment, he was willing to supply what it 
required—five, ten, nay twenty millions, ifsuch a sum was ne- 
cessary. He was not “particular about that Matter; but, if the 
public business was not attended to, he was for leaving the re- 
sponsibility where it belonged. He coincided in the opinion 
that Congress was not the place for discussing the merits of 
candidates for public favor. They were sent here to transact 
business, and not to make speeches. Political discussions 
Were more appropriate subjects for the stump, where gentle- 
men would have an opportunity of displaying themselves when 
they returned to their constituents. k 

Mr. HUBBARD wished to postpone the whole matter for 
the present. He would go as far as any man in his efforts £o to 
dispose of the public business as to have an earl adjournment. 
But look at the atate of the public business. hen all the im- 
portant public bills passed by this body were sleeping on the 
Speaker’s table, was that a time to move m this business? In 
fast, the other branch was not fairly organized. When that 
took place, he would be ready to go with his friend from 
Georgia in fixing some certain day. He would therefore move 
to postpone it until that day week. 

This motion was ne; atived—ayes 19, noes 21. 

Mr. ALLEN said] believe the condition of public affairs was 
never more critical than at preseny<never were more impor- 
tant Measures, more difficult qu#stions, grouped together and 
pressed at once upon the atte 
sembled here, not as visiters, 
enjoy, duringjthe winter, th 
tire, at the opening offepri 
private convenience ra 


7 € J suggest; no, but to transac 

affairs with that circums}fetion and care becoming men charred 
with so solemn a trust. Whatever may be the reason of the 
fact, experience proves the fact to exist—that even in ordinary 
times, much less at a eonjuncture like this, the period fixed in 
the pending resolution for the adjournment, has been found too 
short fur the alternate sessions of Congress, \ 


Tt hasbeen declared a violation of order to speak bere of tu. 
Houre of Representatives. Not so. It is, as it should be, out 
¢f order 10 allude disrespectfully to that body, or to any one of 
its members; not otherwise. Well, the resolution deciares that 
the President of this, and the Sp aker of the other, branch shall, 
oaa uven day, and that not distant, adjourn, finslly, their re- 

i.e Houses. The resolution iz, therefore, a declaration of 

e Senate's opinion to the couatry—a declaration to be made 
now ia advance, that the House of Representauves ought to 
traneact all its businese within a period named, not by the 
House itself, but by the Senate, and that period tar short of the 
usual day of adjournment for the long session. : 

k is proposed to make this declaration, although it be a fact 
notorious, (ofthe reason | speak not,) that the Houee, ao tar 
from having acted definitely upon any one ot the public mea- 
suree, which are admitted to be not only indispensadie to the 

eneral weltare, but some of them to the very life and being of 

Government—that it is not yet, asto one of the States, even 
an organize! body, prepared io actat all. Are we then, is it 
wise or just that we should, thus chide the House for its tardi- 
ness—thus prescribe, in advance, limits to its action—thus infer 
delinquency in that body, by proclaiming our own prompt fide- 
lity to the public? 

t how stand matters with the Senate iteelf? Where are 
the general appropriation bills? Where the revenue bills? Where 
the graduation, the pre-emption bilist Where that for the con- 
tinuatien ef the Cumberiand road? Have these been acted 
upon, even here? Have any one ofthem gone through the first 
nam te consommation? And are Senators prepared to ha- 

these measures, for the want of time, by fixing an 
acjoummment so unusvaliy near? Bome of these bills 
mnst originate in the House, before acted upon here; 
and whea, in the existing condition of things, can we 
expectthem tocometo the Senate? We sentto the House 
the bill forthe defence of Florida, weeks ago, yet it sill sleepa 
upon the table—eo we sent, and 30 sleeps the Independent Trea 
sury—as likewise others of less importance. Ifby any unto 
ward event these measures be lost, where is the responsibility? 
Is falls upon the majority—the friends of the Administration, 
if indeed they bea majority. For, sir, whosoever may, in fact, 
be the delinquents, the people, will, and ought to, ascribe results 
to those who have the power to act, andto apportion responsi- 
hili'y by the standard of numbers. 1 say they ought, because 
such is the theory of our Government—and this the only effec- 
tive compuision on majorities to do their duty. This is true of 
bodies im the te, although it is equally true that the jus- 
tice of the penple, in the separate States and dis:ricts, will hold 
their particular Representative likewise individually responsi- 
ble, if among the delinquents, notwithstanding they are of the 
mp nority. 

Again, the bank charters ofthis District expire, I believe, on 
th; fourth of the coming July. They have applied to this body 
fora mast be renewed this session, if at all, and as 
yet, have not been put through even the first process. Now, 
sir, come up when will, as come up they must, they shall 
Not, with my consent, be smuggled through the Senate without 

i ion, for want of time to discuss them. No; Iam not 
now to learn the character of the great contest which, at this 
hour, so deeply convulses all parts of the country—a Contest 
involving ciples which must in future affect most sensibly, 
most vitally, the very form of this Government—the safety, 
the very existence of the Republic. Nor am I yet to learn 
that our example, in this particular, will exert upon that con- 

an influence, powerful fer good or for evil. 
‘| Sir, my friend from Georgia, (Mr. Lumpxt,] who introduced 

resolution, and those Senaturs who support it, are unques- 
Pest | sincere in believing the time sofficient; they are inca- 
“ pable, Í know, of being otherwise; but still I think with the Se- 
nator from Kentucky, (Mr. CLay,] that, though the resolution 
may be passed, we shail nevertheless be found here engaged at 
the ordinary period ofadjournment. And, if so, will it not seem, 
that, by thas fixing in advance a time so far short of that to 
which, in the end, we actually extend the session, we have been 
but sporting with the ponie credulity? I repeat, that I_ know 
Senators incapable of intending this; butit beco-nes the dignity 
—it is essential to the moral force of a legislative body, not 
only to act in good faith, with candor and sincerity in all things, 

wt to r so to ast. 

After all, in the condition ofthe public business, not the num- 

r of days, ia the rule by which to determine the adjournment. 
We are sent here to do that business, nor will the people, if we 
adjourn and neglect it, excuse our delinquency, because we are 
quick to prove ourselves delinquent. ey are just —they rea- 
son justly; and they will approve or condemn, according to the 
manner in which we spend the time, not to the time itself. Let 
us, therefore, work—faithfully work—and, being done, go 
home. Sir, I now speak sincerely my opinions, formed, as they 
are, alone in reference to the public welfare, and have a right 
to be thought sincere. For who has neglected his duties less— 
who been more steady to his post than I? So much so, indeed, 
that I do not now remember an entire day, or a single vote, I 
have lost since I became a member of the body—certainly no 
vote of importance. However hazardous may be the question, 

I neither dodge nor fiee. Let us, then do the work and go 
home. There, I am as anxious to be as any other Senator. I 
move, therefore, to lay the whole subject upon the table. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama, requested Mr. ALLEN to withdraw 
his motion to lay the resolution on the table, which precluded 
debate; which having been done, 

Mr. C. inquired whether the Senator from Ohio intended 
certain remarks relating to “ tricks,’ and “playing mounte- 
bank,” to apply to him, or the course he had thought proper to 
pursue on this occasion. 

_ Mr, Aten having disclaimed any such intended applica- 


tion. 

Mr. C. expressed himself satisfied, and remarked that he had 
supposed the reasons he had before assigned, for supporting the 
resolution, were sufficient toexempt him from any such impu 
tation. He said he had shown by reference tothe last two ses- 
sions, that nearly al) the business was done within the last 
thirty days of each; and that about the same number of laws 
were passed atthe short session of three months, asat the long 
peseions, which had been for years growing longer and longer, 
un „they occupied seven or eight monthe. This was 
suficient to satisfy him, that the public business could 
be done whhin a more limited time; and, if so, it fol- 
lowed, taar regarding economy, and the public interest, it ought 
to be done. Nor was he afraid of the responsibility of now 
fixing a definite period for the session, when it was manifest suf- 
ficient time would be allowed for the performance of all the ne- 
ecasary duties, Ho said ifthe publi¢ business was not done, 
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the people of this country were sufficiently intelligent and discri- 
tminating to attach the blame to the proper party, or the indivi- 
duals justly chargeable with delinquency. 

But, Mr. C. sard, he did not agree with the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Cuay,] inthe reasons assigned by him for giving 
the resolution hig support, That Senator had said he was wil- 
ling to adjourn, because he did not expect we should do any 
good by remaining heve, and that we should meet under more 
favorableauspices at the next session, Mr. C. said, however 
lutle prospect there might be of doing good by remaining in 
session, judging from indications thus far, there would be abun- 
dant time, as he had shown, for the transaction of all the neces- 
aary business, if the two Houses would do their duty; nor 
did he expect Congress would meet under very different 
auspices at the next session, than those of the last ten or twelve. 
He anti ipate no change in the Administration; and expe- 
rience hat satisfied him that defeat did not change the character 
ofthe Opposition. He said he had been accustomed to hear 
these sanguine expressions of confidence in the future on former 
oceasions, and they did not alarm him. _Abcut the same period 
in 1832, it was confidently predicted that we should have a 
change of rulers at the then succeeding session; yet General 
Jackson was re-elected by a most triumphant majority. Again 
in 1836 we were to be certainly defeated, and a Whig President 
was to come into power; Congress was to meet under new and 


better auspices; but the month.of November put an end to all | 


these fond anticipations, and the present Chief Magistrate was 
triumphantly elected. So, said Mr. C. will it be again in next 
November—he had too much confidence in the intelligence and 
and patriotism of the people to believe, for a moment, that any 
thing but another defeat awaited the Opposition, whatever con- 
fidence they might profess. 


But, said Mr. C. we shall have the same opposition to en- | 


counter thentas now. Large as was the majority by which 
General Jackson wes elected in 1828, he encountered t 
determined opposition at the commencement, and throughout 
his first term. Though re-elected by a greatly increased majo- 
rity, the opposition to his Administration continued with una- 
bated violence, from the beginning tothe end of his second term. 
And, Mr. C. said, it would be recollected by all, that the present 
Chief Magistrate was met by his enemies at the extra seasion— 
the first after his election—and they had pursued him with un- 
tiring perseverance and the most bitter denunciations ever 
since. And so, Mr. C. said, it would ever continue, while those 
who were out were desirousto get in. 

Mr. ALLEN then renewed his motion tolay the resolution on 
the table, which was negatived—ayes 19, nays 23. 

Mr. KING said he was as muchin favor of early adjourn- 
ment as any other gentleman could be. He had many personal 
inducementsto desire it. When the session was protracted far 
into the summer, the sickly season had commenced in the sec- 
tion of country where he resided, and forhade his return until it 
had terminated, and hence his anxiety for an early ad- 
journment might be inferred; but he thought the state of 
the public business absulutely forbade them to move has- 
tily in a measure of so much importance. It was true 
that, in short sessions, more business was cone, in pro- 
portion to the time, than in long ones; but this was accounted 
for to some extent, by the fact that in the House, the business 
matured during the long session was carried over. Ifa proper 
disposition, was evinced in the other House, it might be 
prudent to fix a day; but could we shut our eyes on the 
condition of business there? and what had been sent to us from 
that branch? Under this state of the case, would it be 
expedient, or would it be acting diecreetly, tofix the day at the 
period named? He would move its postponement until Mon- 
day next, when more time would be had for reflection and 
consultation, and he hoped that gentleman would accede to his 
motion. 

Mr. LUMPKIN expressing his assent, the motion was 
agreed to. . 

On motionof Mr. KING, the bill regulating commercial inter- 
course with the port of Cayenne, in the colony of French 
Guiana, and to remit certain duties, was considered, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

ABOLITION OF IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, the bill supplementary to the 
“act to abolish imprisonment for debt in certain cases,” provid- 
ing that such act shali be so construed as to abolish imprison: 
ment for debt, or process issuing out of any court of the United 
States, in all cases whatever, where, by the laws of any State, 
imprisonment for debt has been, or shall hereafter be, abolish- 

” wastaken up. 

Mr. NORVELL said that the act to which this bill was a 
supplement, had abolished imprisonment for debt, or process 
issuing out of the federal couris, only in those States wherr, at 
the passage of the law in February, 1839, their laws had abo- 
lished it. Such wasthe construction put upon it by at least 
one of the courts; anda Jetter from a judge of the Supreme 
Court, received by him, stated that to be the proper construc- 
tion, according tothe uniform decisions of that high tribunal 
in similar cases. He hoped, therefore, the bill would be per- 
mitted to pass, by the indulgence of the Senate, to a ird 
reading at this time. 

The bill was accordingly ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame De Lusser, and 
their legal representatives, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the bill more effectually te se- 
cure public money in the hands of efticers and agents of the Ge- 
vernment, and to punish public defaulters, was taken up, and 
made the order of the day for Tuesday, the 10th inst. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, March 9, 1840. 

After the reading of the journal, | 

Mr. ADAMS saidhe did not discover, from the reading of 
the record, that the motion he had made to reconsider the reso- 
lution offered by the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. BELL] 
to suspend the operation of the treaty with the Winnehago In- 
dians, had been entered. His object wasto make the alteration 
in the resolution which the gentleman from Tennessee had indi- 
cated he wished to make. he reselution, in its present form 
directs the Secretary of War to do that which the House had 
no power to direct him to. He would have no objection to the 
resolution, as it was pro d to be amended; but in its present 
form, he believed itto be unconstitutional. Inasmuch as his 
motion was not entered onthe journal,he would noy move to 
reconsider the yote on its adoption. 


e most ; 


| Ely, Fine, 


| Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, 
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The question was then taken on the metion to reconsider, and 
it was agreed tu. ot N 

The resolution as originally adopted was read, for which see 
the proceedings of Saturday. 

The resolution, at the suggestion of Mr. ADAMS, was then so 
amended as to read as follows: 

Resolved, That it is expedient that all further proceedings in 
the execution of first and second provisionsof the 4th article of 
the treaty of the lat of November, 1€37, with the Winnebago 
Indians, be suspended, and that, in the meantime, the Secretary 
of War communicate to the House the proceedings of the De- 

artment had upon the Subject since the adjournment of the 
ast Congress, together with all the correspondence and other 
information within his control, relative to the same, not included 
in his communication to the House of Representatives on the 
Ist of March last. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine said he would like te hear from the- 
chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs some reasons 
showing the necessity of the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. BELL was understood tu say that the subject of thie trea- 
ty was before the committee, and under consideration, and that 
it had not been fully examined into. He believed there ought 
to be an inquiry into the whole subject before the treaty is exe- 
cuted, because there were some suspicions of fraud. The com- 
mittee had not yet, as far asthe examination has progressed, 
discovered frauds, but they saw enough to warrant them in 
asserting that the inquiry should be prosecuted further. 

The question was then taken on the resolution as amended, 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elections, asked the consent of the House to make a 
report from the said committee in relation to the New Jersey 
contest, for the purpose of having the same printed. The re- 
port, he said, embraced all the testimony laid before the com- 
mittee, prior to the 5th of March, the time at which the pre- 
vious report on the same subject was made, and was accompa- 
nied by the journal of proceedings of the committee. As it 
contained all the papers, he hoped there would be no objection 


` tothe reception of the repert. 


Mr. STANLY objected to its reception. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved a suspension of the rules, to enable 
him to present the report, and on that motion demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas %, nays 77, 
as follows: 

YVEAS—Mesers. Adama, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampeun H. Batler, William 
O. Butler. John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Craig, Dana, Jobn Davia, John 
W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, 

Fisher, Floyd, Galbraith, Gerry, Goggin, Hammond, 
Hand, John Hastings, Hawking, Hillen, olleman, Hook, How- 
aid, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Joner, 
Kemble, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Newhard, Parish, Parmen- 
ter, Parris, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rives, Robir.- 
son, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, 
John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, J. 
Thompson, Triplett, Turney, David D. Wagener, Watterson, 
Weller, Wick, and Henry Wiltiams—9. 

NAYS—Messra. Alford, Andrews, Barnard, Bell, Bond, Bette, 
Brockway, Calhoun, W., B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chitten- 
den, Clark, J- Cooper, M. A. Cooper, Corwin Cugtia, Edwaid 
Davier, Garret Davis, Daweon, Deberry, Dillett, Edwardr, 


| Evans, Everett, Rice Garland, Gentry, Goode, Granger, Grave r, 
' Green, Habersham, Hall, Hawes, Henry, Hillof Virginia, Hoft- 


man, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Kempsha!], King, Marvin, Maser, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Murgan, Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, 
l tiden, Rayner, Ridgway, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thom n, Tillinghast, Te- 
land, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, John White, 
Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 


| liams, and Sherrod Williams—77. 


So the rules were net suspended, 

This being the day, under the rule, for the presentation of re- 
solutions, the Speaker called the States for that purpose, come 
mencing with the State of Kentucky. Resolutions were then 
presented, which will be found below. 

Mr. GRAVES asked the consent of the House to take up the 
resolution offered by him on the 20th February last, (and pub- 
lished in the Globe on the 2tst,) in relation to E. W. Robinson, 

roposing an inquiry as to the manner of his resignation, é&c. 

r. G. wished to modify his resolution by the insertion of the 
word January. in its proper place. 

Mr. ADAMS wished the gentleman would further modify hie 
resolution by striking out the word “corrupt;” it shocked his 
modesty. 

Objection was here made by several to the consideration of 


| the resolution. 


Mr. GRAVES was proceeding to reply to Mr, Apams b 
stating that he had no particular desire that the word “cerrupt” 
should be retained, but 

Mr. G. was here called to order from all parts ef the House. 

The SPEAKER said the consideration of the resolution was 
objectedto, andit was not inorder for the gentleman from 
Kentucky to debate it. $ 

Mr. G. was again proceeding to reply to Mr. Anams, but was 
called to order by several. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kentaeky is out of 
order, and will be pleased to take his seat. 

Mr. GRAVES. The blackguards who talled meto erder 
were themselves out of order. Het took hts seat. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia made afi effort to call up a resolu- 
tion previously offered by hjm, calling upon the Secretary of 
War for his opinion and for facts in relation to the claims of 
John C. Watson' of Georgia. It was now before the con:- 
mittee for investigataon, and it was important to the claim that 
the resolution should be adopted. 

Mr. L. pi ora objected. The committee which had 
charge of the subject could call on the Department and obtain 
all the information necessary. It was not usual to call fer opi- 
nioñs fram the Departments in relation to claims, but for factr. 

Mr. RUSSELD presented joint resolutions of the Legisl: - 
ture of New York,in relation tothe Bub-Treasury bill; which 
were faid over undet the rule. X A 

Mr. GRANGER gave noticeof his intention to introduce & 
proposition to rescind the rule. adopted this session, in relation 
to the snbject of Abolition petitions. g ie 

Mr. CURTIS, in accordance with notice heretofore given, ad 


ene sienna ete Rest ` 
on leave, introduced a bill supplementary to the actto abolish 
imprisonment for debt in certain cases, passed February, 1831; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAND, in accordance with notice heretofore given, and 
on leave. introduced a bill for the establishment of a uniform 
rule of naturalization, and to repeal all acts heretofore passed 
on that subject; which was read twice, when 

Mr. HAND moved that the bill be referred to the Committee 
ofthe Whole on the state of the Union, and be printed. 

Mr. HUNT objected to this reference, and moved that it be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Some conversation took place between Messrs. HUNT and 
HAND, as tothe appropriate reference, but berore the question 
was taken, and in consequence of debate arising, the subject 
was laid over under the rule. 

Mr. EVERETT, by universal consent, presented several peti- 
tions, which were appropriately referred. 

Mc. SMITH of Vermont, in accordance with notice heretofore 
giren, asked leave to introduce a bill to repeal so much of the 

section of the act of 1823 to alter and amend acts imposing 
duties on imports, so far as relates to the duty on salt. 

Mr. STUART demanded the yeas and nays on the question 
to grant leave, but before they were ordered, 

t. EVANS intimated his wish to debate the question; and 
is was laid over under the rule. 

Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report to 
this House the natural, political, and martial history of the 


bloodhounds, showing the peculiar fitness of that class of war-. į 


riors to be the associates of the gallant army of the United 
Btates, specifying the nice discrimination of his scent between 
the blood of the freeman and the blood of the slave—between 
the blood of the armed warrior and that of women or children 
——between the blood of the black, white, and colored men—be- 
tween the blood of savage Seminoles and that of the Anglo- 
Saxon pious Christian. Also, a statement of the number of 
bloodhounds and of their conductors, imported by this Govern- 
ment, or by the authorities of Florida, from the Island of Cuba, 
and the coat of that impertation. Also, whether a further im- 
portation of the same hervic race into the State of Maine, to 
await the contingency of a contested Northeastern boundary 
question, is contemplated, or only to set an example to be fol- 
lowed by our possible adversary in the event of a conflict. 
Whether measures have been taken to secure exclusively to 
ourselves the employment of this auxiliary force, and whether 
he deems it expedient to extend to the said bloodhounds and 
their posterity the benefits of the pension laws, 

Mr. BOYD demanded the yeas and nays on the passage of 
the resolution; which were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS said, inasmuch as the yeas and nays were or- 
dered, he would wish to explain before the question was taken. 

The resolution, in consequence, was laid over under the 

Mr. CUSHING gave notice of his intention te ask leave to 
introduce a bill imposing a duty on all silks, and for an increas- 
ed duty on wines. , 

Mr. LOWELL, in accordance with notice heretofore given, 
and on leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Robert Ramsay; 
which was read twice, and committed to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 

Mr. RIVES submitted the following, which lies over: 

Whereas, by the Constitution ofthe United States, itis pro- 
vided “that the House of Representatives shall be composed of 
members chosen every second year by the people of the several 
States;’ and, whereas, by the laws of New Jersey, it is made 
the duty of “the Governor, or person administering the Govern- 
mentand Privy Council of that State, to determine the six per- 
sons who have the greatest number of votes from the whole 
State for Representativess yn Congress of the United States; 
which six persons the Governor, or person administering the 
Government, shall forthwith commission, under the greatseal 
of the State, to represent that State in the House of Repiesen- 


tatives of the Congress of the United States; and whereas it i 


has been charged that the Governor of New Jersey did, in vio- 
lation of the Constitution of the United States, the laws of his 
own State, and one of the most important political rights of 
the people over whom he was presiding, commission five per- 
sons to represent said people, when he Anew thatfive other 

had receiveda majority of the whole number of votes 
cast in the last election of members of Congress, and thereby 
rendering it necessary for the House of Representative to 
“judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications” of the per- 
sons thug returned as Representatives aforesaid; and whereas 
on an examinatien of the evidence to sustain tha charges 
atoresaid, it appears that the Governor aforosaid did, in 
direct violation of the Constitution of the United States, 
and the laws of his own State, arrogate to himself the 
right to commission persans as members of Congress 
whio were not “chosen by the people,’ and imperiously says, 
“whether my decision in granting the certificates was right or 
wrong, Congress, at all events, is bound to receive the creden- 
tials thus furnished, as the mandate of the State,” although the 
same was founded in fraud, anı! designed to effect an organiza- 
tion of this House ophorss to the popular will. And whereas, 
by the Iawless‘‘and unprecedented” act of the aforesaid Go- 
vernor, the people of New Jersef*have been deprived of their 
right io representation on this floor—‘a right inestimable to 
them, and fateful to tyrants only.” And whereas the election 
of members to represent the State of New Jersey in the House of 


atativesuf the United States belongs to the people of | 


that State, and it ia the duty of this House to protect them in 
therr legitimate and constitutional 1ights ia that particular 
against invasion and usufpation, from whatever quarter it may 
come. And whereas this House alone has power to remove the 
grievance complained of, and the'morning hour alletted to the 
consideration of that business being insufficientto complete the 
game as speedily as is desirable. 

Resolved, That the report of the Committee of Elections, 
relating to the same, be made the special order of the day for 
to-morrow, at the hour of twelve o’clock, and fo continue the 
special order of the day on every subsequent day, at the hour 
aforesaid, until the said report shall be disposed of. 

Mr. R. GARLAND said he had a few weeks ago submitted a 
resolution in relation to suppesed frauds practised on the Caddo 
Indians. He moved that the House take up and consider the 


same. : 
. Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved a suspension of the rules for the 
purpose, and on that motion: demanded the yeas and nays; 
Which were ordered, and were—yeas 70, nays 69, 


|| 
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So the rules were not suspended. . i 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, in accordance with notice 
heretofore given, and on leave, introduced a bill to regulate the 
fees of the clerks, marshals, and attorneys, in the northers and 
southern districts of Mississippi; which was read twice, and 
esommitted to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DOTY gave notice of his intention to ask leave to intro- 


' duce bills of the following titles, viz: 


A bill concerning the Southern boundary of Wisconsin; 
A bill to provide for the constructien of harbors in Wiscon- 


sin; and 


s 


A bill to continue the duty on lead imported into the United 


tates, 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Iowa gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to authorize the President to cause 
certain mineral lands to be sold, and for other purposes. 

Mr. G. DAVIS gave notice that he would, at a proper time, 
ask leave to bring in a bill to vest the appointment of the United 


providing the amount of salary and emoluments of district at- 


Mf 


| torneys shall, in no case, exceed three thousand dollars. 


Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

ermission, made an adverse report on the claim of John 
ker; which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
On motion of Mr. BANKS, 

The House then adjourned. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. POPE submitted the following: . 

Resolved, That itis necessary and proper to estab'ish a Na- 
tional Bank, witha capital of seventy millions of dollars, to aid 
the fiscal operations of the Government, revive the foreign and 
domestic trade and business of the country, restore public and 
private confidence and credit, put into active and brisk circula- 
tion the moneyed capital of the nation, and thereby invigorate 
all branches of business and industry, give employment to the 
laboring classes at fair wages in good money, relieve the peo- 
ple from the heavy burden of taxes now imposed on them by 
the present deranged condition of the exchanges and bank pa- 
per, reform the existing disorders in the currency, and secure 
to the nation a stable and uniform standard of value, by ex- 
cluding a spurious and ruinons paper currency from circula- 
tion, and to prepare in part the pecuniary means of war; ten 
millions of the capital to be reserved for the United States; 
at least one half of the residue of the capital to be allotted to the 
States, and divided among them accoiding to their representa- 
tion in Congress, and the residue of the stock to be subscribed 
by American citizens and corporations, under proper rules and 
restrictions, who shall pay into the Treasury of the United 
States a premium of —— dollars on every hundred shares of 
stock subscribed; one or more branches to be established in each 
State now existing, or which may hereafter be admitted in- 
to the Union; the interests on loans by the bank not to ex- 
ceed six per cent. for the first five years, and after the expira- 
tion of five years, the said bank is not to take more than five per 
cent; no note to be issed by the bank of a less denomination 
than five dollars; after five years the baokshall not issue any 
note of a less denomination than ten dollars, and after the ex- 
piration of ten geans the bank not toissue any note of a less 
denomination than twenty dollars. No foreigner shall be a 
director or vote for a director in said bank. Each State in 
which a branch shall be located shall have the appointment of 
one director in such branch, besides its due participation in the 
general election of directors. The deposites of the public mo- 


i; Ney to be made in the said bank, to be disbursed as may be re- 


quired and provided for. The bank, on reasonoble notice, to 
lend to the Government any sum not exceeding ten millions 
without the consent of both parties. The bank never to sus- 
pend specie payments without the consent of Congress, and 
never to have notes in circulation exceeding twice the amount 
of specie in its vaults. , 

Resolved, That to aid the public credit and finances of the 
several States, and the hetter to enable them to take the propor- 
tion of bank stock allotted them in the first resolution, the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands, to be received after the first day of 
January next, ought tobe distributed among them according to 
the representation of each in Congress after the next appor- 
tonment of representation; one-half of the land fund paid 
to each State to be vested and pledged for the support of 
common schools, and the other fait for internal improve- 
ments and such other purposes as the States respectively may 

rect. 

Mr. STANLY moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. EVERETT made the question of consideration, and 
under that motion the resolution, according to a rule of the 
House, lies over. 

Mr. HAND offered the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That 5,000 copies of document No 118, of the se- 
cond sessicn of the Twenty-sixth Congress, be reprinted for the 
use of the members of thie House, including all the pension laws 
that shall be passed this session. 

On motion of Mr. FLOYD, 

Resolved, That the Committee en Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting pen- 
sions to Wilmot Marsden and Lois Smith, widows of Revolu- 
tionary soldiers. 

On motion of Mr. BREWSTER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bili allowing a 
drawback upon the exportation of four manufactured from fo- 
reign wheat. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of New York, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Ramapo, in the county of Rockland, 
State of New York, to New York city, in said county. 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the extent to which the 
franking privilege is exercised by the Clerk of tais House, at the 
request of members, in reference to political newspapers, and 
how such exercise of the franking privilege affects the revenue 
of the Post Office Department. 

On motion of Mr. KEMBLE of New York, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a post route from Peekskill, in the county of Westches- 
ter, and State ef New York, through the town of Putnam Val- 
ley, in Putnam county, of the same State. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. REEN of Kentucky, p 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


* - 


: States district attornies and marshals in the courts thereof; and ` 


| 


Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish. 
ing a post route from Cloverport, Kentucky, to Bowling Green, 
in au State. í Mr. BOYD 

n motion of Mr. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads examine and report upon the accounts of Wilham R. 
Jenkins, late postmaster at Clinton, Kentucky, with the General 
Post Office Department. 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, 

Resolved, That the Commiteee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety of establishing 
a post road from Portsmouth, Ohio, to Springville, in Kentucky, 
so as to connect the Ohio mails from Maysville, Kentucky, to 
Big Sandy, Kentucky. f 

Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted the following, which lieg 
over: {f 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
any and all joint resolutions prescribing the manner in which 
the printing of Congress shall be executed, fixing the prices 
thereof, and providing for the appointment of a printer or print- 
eta, shali be, and the same are hereby, rescinded; and hence- 
forth the Senate and House of Representatives shall respective. 
ly provide for executing such printing as each House may re- 
quire, by letting contracts to the lowest bidder, or in such man- 
ner as the Senate and House shall respectively think fit. 

On motion of Mr. G. DAVIS of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the papers of the heirs of George Pureel, 
deceased, in relation to a pension, be referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, with directions to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. JOHN WHITE, 1 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Hazel Green, in the county of Morgan, 
State of Kentucky, passing by the court-house of the county 
of Breathitt, Manchester, Clay county, Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. W. O. BUTLER, i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of granting a pen- 
sion to Catharine Shannon, widow of Robert Shannon, a soldier 
of the Revolution; also, to Diana Moore, widow of William 
Mooie, a soldier of the Revelution; also, to Isabella Gulian, 
widow Jeremiah Gulian,a soldier of the Revolution; also, to 
Frances Green, widow of Robert Green, a Lieutenant of the 
Virginia line of the Revolution; also, the propriety of increas- 
ing the pension of William Merriweather, a Lieutenant of the 
Tilinois regiment, who is now recovering pay as a sergeant 
only; and that the acompanying papers, and those en file in 
the Pension office, in support of said claims, repectively, be 
referred to said committee. 

Mr. ALFORD submitted the following, which, causing de- 
bate, lies over, under the rule: 

Resolved, ‘That under an able and faithful administration of 
the Treasury Department of the General Goverement, it is com- 
petent to the fulfilment of the intention and design of the peo- 
ple of the United States, in the establishment of said Depart- 
ment, without the necessity of depending upon banke as places 
of deposite for the funds of the Government, or any other place 
or places of deposite, either of boxes or banks, or house or of- 
fice, of any kind whatsoever, not now existing by law. 

And be it further resolved, That it wiil be inexpedient at 
this time, or at any other time, to increase the patronage of 
the President of the United States, by establishing, by law, of- 
fices, in different parts of the country, to be filled by partisans, 
under the pretence thaj they are necessary to the better regula- 
tion of the monetary affairs of the Republic. 

Resolved, That the Sub-Tseasury system recommended by 
the Federal Administration of the General Government is ealcu, 
Jated to increase the patronage of thh President, and to increase 
the distress of pecuniary embarrassment now sufed by the 
American people to a most ruinous extent. 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the-Public Landa, to whom 
was reierred a bill to authorize the State of Tennessee to per- 
fect titles to the waste lands within the territory, inquire into, 
and report with said bill to this House, the provisions ef the va- 
rious acts of the States of North Carolina and Tennessee as to 
the claims of individuals in and to said lands, 

Ou motion of Mr. DEBERRY, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of allowing to Alexander H. Saun- 

ers, late a soldierof the army of the United States, such ba- 
lance of pay as may appear to be justly due him from the eyi- 
dence produced. 2 

On motion of Mr. COLES, ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of repealing so much of the act 
of 1808 as makes an annual appropration of two hundred thou- 
sana dollara for arming and equipping the militia of the United 

On motion of Mr. SAMUELS, 

Resolved, That the Committeeon the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a poot ronte from Luney’s Creek post office, in Hardy 
county, Virginia, oy way Tane, valley of the North Fork, to 

om post oifice, in Pendleton coun irgini 

On motion of Mr. J. GARLAND. 0 7> Virginia. 
__ Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing some mode by which 
to examine and test the authenticity ofthe returns and testimo- 
piala ot mie members of this anaes before entering upon the 

ischarge of their legislative duties; i 
pepe ich g uties; and that they report by bill 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 
municate to this House such information aetmay be in his{posees- 
sion in relation to claims now pending before Congress, or which 
may be probably presented for damages sustained by indivi- 
duals, growing out of the Florida war; and also all the infor- 
mation in his possession of the unsatisfied claims for provisions 
furnished the army, and for forage; and also to state if the er- 
isting lows do not provide an adequate remedy; and if so why 
the claims thus depending have not been adjusted and paid by 
the proper aecounting officers of the Government, f 

on sy mi TEENROD, 

esolvec at the Committee on the Post O; 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex Po erea i 
ing the following post routes, viz: Frem Brandonville, in Pres- 
ton county, Virginia, via Morgantown, Granville, Jacksonville, 
Blacksville, in Monongahela county, to the city of Wheeling, ia 
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Ohio county; from Blizabethtown, in the county of Marshal, 
Gtate of Virginia, via Noble Fork, to Muldledurn, in the county 
of Tyler; from Middleburn, in the county of Tyler, to the North- 
‘western Turnpike, at Mr. Hoekins’s; from Evanaville, in Preg- 
ton county, Virginia, to Morgeatown, in the county of Monon- 
gahola, Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, mrs 

Resolved, That aselect committee be appointed to inquire 
aad report to this House whether any of its officers, and, if any, 
who are ed, or in any wise conce as agents for the 
prosecution of private claims against the Government; and 
also, whether any, and if any, what malpracticos exist in the 
bestowalof the subordinate offices of the House, and wheth- 
er there may not be a reduction in the number of persons em- 
ployéd therein, without prejudice to the business of the House 
of Ropresentat,ves. 

On motion of Nr. D. D. WAGENER, 

That the of War be requested to cam- 
wunicate to this House his plan, in detail, for the reorganiza- 
tion of the militi ot the United States. 

On motion of Mr. HENRY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Pos 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establisht 
ing a mail route fiom the town of Mercer county, Pennsylva- 
nia,by the way of Greeañeld, to the village of Middiese x in, 

id county, a distance of about sixteen miles. 

On motion of Mr. HAMMOND, 

That the Commitee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing Charles 
Holmes, who enlisted in the army in January, 1811, and sefved 
throughout the war, a tract of bounty land. 

On motion of Mr. HOOK, g 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of makiag an appropria- 
tion for the erection of guard fences on the. Cumberland road 
eas of the Ohio river, and of refunding to the commissioners 
of Maryland, Peansylvania, and Virginia, the sume advanced 
by them, out of the tolls received, for the compietion ef the toll- 
house and toligates on said road, and that House document No. 
134, second session of Twenty. fifth Congress, be referred tosaid 
committee. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pension 
to John Hooner, a Revolutionary soldier. 

On motion of Mr. JENIFER, 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
to ths Hi such correspondence as may have been had upon 
the subject of the tobacco trade between the United States and 
foreign countries, together with such other information as ma 
be on file in the Department in relation to the same, whic 
may not be improper te communicate; also, to inform this 
House whether any, and what medifications have been made ın 
the high duties and restrictions upon the staple of tobacco in 
foreign countries since the adeption of the resolution of the 
Mons, of Representatives on that subject, of 2&h February, 
On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting to the suf- 
ferers at Wyoming valley, Pennsylvania, during Revolu- 
tionary war, and their heirs, an indemnity in land to com 
them for their losses at that time and during said Revoiutiona- 
Ty war. 

On motion of Mr. RAMSEY, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting An- 
drow Loekey a pension for Revolutionary services. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing road between Newport and Juniata, in the 
county of Pérry, State of Pennsylvania. 

Oa motion of Mr. LEET, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
maa direct route from Steubenville, in Ohio, via Elders- 

ille, Croes Creek Village, to Washington, Peonsylvania. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a new cross mail route from Cannonsburg, in Washington 
county, Pennsyivania, via Thompsonville, Bowerhill, Fin- 
leyvilie, and Muntown, to the Washington and Bedford turn- 
pike road at McCullogh’s Store. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the! Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a new mail route from Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania, to Mor- 
gantown, in Virginia. r ` 

Mr. SIMONTON submitted the following, which, under the 
rale, lies over: - : 

olved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the iency of so amending the act enti 
tled “an act to provide for the better security of the lives of 
ngers on board of vessels propelled, in whole or in part, 
seam,” approved July 7, 1838, as that iron wire ropes or 
ins shall be employed and used in the navigation ofallsteam 
boats and steam vessels, i of wheel or tiller ropes, as 
well those bol mae as lakes and seas. 

On motion of Mr. D. D. WAGENER, | 

Resolved, That #0 much of the President’s m e as re- 
lates to the anization of the militia, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Militia. 

On motionof Mr. BREWSTER, , 

Resolved, That the Committe! on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of allowing a pen- 
sion to Penelope Plunket, on account of Revolutionary services 
rendered by her former husband, Joseph Davis. 

On motion of Mr. J. SMITH, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reviving and con- 
tinuing in force the provisions of the second section of an act 
passed March 3, 1817, entitled “An act to continue in force an 
act entitled an act further to provide for the collection of duties 
on imports and tonnage, passed the 3d day of March, 1815, and 
for other purposes.” 

On motion of Mr. CARR, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
bisha A moai] route, commencing at Canton, in Washington 

0 ence to Sage’s Ferry, on the Muscacalac, a 
thence to Rackford, in Slacker county: diana. ae 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be jnstructed fo inquire into the expediency of establish- 


ing amail route, commencing at Paris, Jennings county, In- 
diana, thence to the Slate Ford, in Jackson county, thence via 
Little York, New Philadelphia, Canton, to Salem, in Washing- 
ton county, Indiana. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims:be intructed to 
inquire into the Ss poucacy of amending the act entitled “An 
act to provide for the payinent of horses and other propeity lost 


or destroyed in the service of the United States, approved Ja- | 


nuary 15, 1827,” so as to provide for the payment for horses and 
other property of the Rangers during the late war and sinc 
raised by acts of Congress, lost while in the service of the Unite: 
States, in cases where the loes sustained was not by any fault or 
negligence on the part ofthe owner. 

submitting,the foregoing resolution, Mr. Carr remarked 
that, when the Jaw of Congress in the year 1837, pro- 
viding for the payment of horses and other property loat or de- 
stroyed in the service of the United States, that it was thought 
the law was broad enough to embrace the claims of the class 
named in his resolution, and in accordance to that under- 
standing of the law many of the claimants forwarded their re- 
spective claima for horses, &c. lost whilst in the service of their 
country, to the proper officer of the War Department for adjust- 
ment, which officer was of opinion, and so decided, that the act 
of January 18, 1637, did not authorize him io pay the claims of 
the description named in the resolution. Mr. C. remarked that 
there was merit in the claims he proposed to provide for, and 


hoped there would be no objection made to them. His object | 


was to make the law more clear and explicitin regard to the ad- 
justment of those claims. There being no objection, his reso- 
ution was adopted. i 

Mr. WELLER submitted the following, which, under the 
tule, lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
be instructed to bring ina bill to prohibit the establishment of 
lottery offices and the vending of lottery tickets in said Dis- 
trict. 

On motion of Mr. JOHN DAVIS of Pennsylvania, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire inte the expediency of so amending the 
pensions laws of the United States, aa to include the widows 
and all officers and soldiers who have been killed, or who have 
died, or been disabled in theservice of the United States in the 
late war with Great Britain. 

On motion of Mr. BARNARD, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report 
to this House the surveys and estimates of expense made by 
Captain Cram, or otherwise made under the orders of the En- 
gineer or Topographical Bureau, for the construction of a har- 
bor at Racine, in the Territory of Wisconsin, and for the ccn- 
struction of any other harcoror harbors on the western shore 
of Lake Michigan. 

On motion of Mr. CHITTENDEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inguire into the expediency of esta- 
blishinga new post road from Carthage, through Great Bend, 
Le Roysville, Evans’s Mills, Shartyville, and 
Clayton, in the county of Jefferson, and State of New York. 

r. MONROE offered the following; which, under the rule, 
lies over: Sa i 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District for Columbi 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of reporting a bil 
to cause the Pennsylvania avenue to he lighted; and, also, to 
cause it to be watered during all or part ef the spring or sum- 
mer. 

On motion of Mr. GATES, ` 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Penzions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of. increasing ihe 
pension of Mrs. Lydia Hoard; also of Jacob Jackson of New 
York. 

On motion of Mr. HOFFMAN, i 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
communicate to this House copies of the correspondence on 
file in his office, between Admiral Baudin of the French Na- 
vy, and Commedare W. B. Shubrick of the United States Na- 
vy, Pensacola, during the months of June and July last. 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, for the use 
occas chemical oil in the light-houses of the United 


es. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ganting a pen- 
sion to Ma Knapp, for the Revolutionary services of her hus- 
band, now dece: A , 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of granting to S. and F. Dorr 
and Company, a return of duties alleged to have been illegally 
exacted by the late collector of New York, and paid by them 
upon the entry of sundry importations on silk twist. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Offices and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of author- 
izing, by law, the superintendent of common schools, or prin- 
cipal officer in any State having charge of its common schools, 
to transmit and receive by mail, free of postage, all official 
communications relating to the subject of primary education. 

On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, s 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
te inquire into the expediency of fixing an earlier da for the 
meeting of the next session of the present Congress than that 
now provided bylaw. 

On motion of Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of adding Memphis (Tennessee) 
as an additional point for erecting a Marine Hospital to the 
number already selected by the Board of Commissioners ap- 
pointed by Congress to locate hospitals upon the Weatern 


waters. 

Mr. MILLER offered the following resolutions, which lie 
over under the rule: 

Whereas the obstruction or raft that has been formed by the 
deposite of floating timber, in the St. Francis river, in its course 
through the southeastern section of the State of Missouri, and 
the northeastern of that of the State of Arkansas, causes the 
annual overfiow or inundation, by that river, of morer itis be- 
lieved, than one million of acres of the most fertile and desira- 
ble lands in the West, if reclaimed; which lands are entirely 
owned by the Genera! Government, but from those inundations 
the respective portions of the two States above mentioned are, 
tv a great extent, tendered uninhabitable, and the healthioess of 
the country is greatly impaired thereby. Therefore, 


fargeville, to $ 


any part thereof, is, in any degree, 


_ Resolved, That the Secretary of War be authorised, and he 
is hereby instructed, to cauee an examination to be 6, bya 
competent officer of the Engineer Department, in the course 
of the ensuing summer, and that he report to the next session of 
the Twenty-sixth Cougress whether it be practi¢able to remove 
said raft or obstructions; and if, in his opinion, practicable, that 
he furnish also an estimate of the sum which it would proba- 
bly require to effect such removal. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
required to continue and report upon the expediency of making 
an adequate appropriation tu enable the Secretary of War to 
carry the provisions of the foregoing resolution intoeffect. 

Mr. DOTY offered the following, which lies over: 

_Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nicate to this House what measures have been adopted for the 
defence of the Northern frontier of the United States,!on the Lake 
border and along the boundary between the United States, and 
the Indian tribes east of the Mississippi; whether many Indians 
are not removing from the American to the British territory; and 
new military works being constructed and garrisoned with 
regular and militia troops by the English Government on that 
frontier, and the numbers of each; what are the defences and 
force which the Uhited States have oppesed thereto, and where 
situated; and whether any further appropriations or provisions 
by law are required to be made by the erection of posts, the 
construction of dteam frigates, tho opening of military roads, 


, or the formation of military settlements for the more effectual 


protection of the American territory against British or Tadian 


- invasion. 


On molon of Mr. DOTY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of carrying into effect 
the resolution of Congress of the 3d of March, 1205, by whieh 
the President was requested to cause a sword to be presented 
to each of the commissioned officers and midshipmen, who 
distinguished themselves in the several attacks on the town 
batteries, and naval force of Tripoli, in the year 1804. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to inform 
this House what progress has been made in the settlement of 
the claims for horses lost during the late hostilities with the 
Creek and Seminole Indians in Alabama and Fiorida, by the 
Alabama volunteers, particularly those under the command 
of Colonel Caulfield, filed in 1837, and those under the com- 
mand of Colonel Snodgrass, filed in 1838; also to inform thia 
House what has caused the delay in the settlement of said 


claims. 

On motion of Mr. R. GARLAND, ` 

Resolwed, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nicate to this House the, reasons why a military post has not 
been established on or near the western boundary of the State 
of Louisiana, between the Sabine and Red rivers; and also all 
document, papers, and information in the Department in rela- 
tion to the establishment of such post. a 

Mr. CUSHING submitted the following, which, undé@r the 
rule, lies over: ra 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested (if, in his opinion, compatible with the public interest) 
to communicate to the House any information in possession of 
the Government, respecting the assemblage of Indians on the 
Northwestern fiontier, and especially as to the interference of 
the officers or agents of any foreign power with the Indians of 
the United States in the vicinity of the Great Lakes. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested, as soon 
as hecanconveniently,to lay before this House the claims of the 
State of Georgia against the United States, for payments made 
for military services rendered by the militia and volunteers of 
that State, during the Seminole, Cherokee, and Creek cam- 
paigns, during the years 1835, &c. and which said claims were 
prepented for payment to the Secretary of War, by Iveraou L. 

arris, esq. during the year 1838; and that the Secretary accom- 
pany said claims with such views as he may deem due to the 

, with the reason why said claims could not be paid, under 
existing laws. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, , p 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to in- 
form this House on what terma, and especially at what rent, 
the building now occupied for the accommodation of the city 
post office is hired by the Government; whether the same, or 
fire-proof; or whether the 
building is not peculiarly exposed to the hazard of fire, from tts 
proximity to structures of wood and large masseg of combuati- 
ble matter; what was the rent paid for the building from 
which the city post office was recently removed, and what the 
causes for such removal; and that he further state whether the 
plan upon which the building for the Gereral Post Office is 
now being constructed, will admit of the convenient accommo- 
dation of the city post office; or if, when that building shall be 
completed, upon its present plan, it will continue to be neces- 
sary for the Government to hire, or to construc, a new edifice 
for the safety of the mails while remaining in the office,and the 


convenient transaction of the business in that branch of the 
service. 
Mr. DUNCAN offered the following, which being objected 


to, lies over: e 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety andexpediency of purchasing, for 
the use of the General Government, Catlin’s collection of 
Indian curiosities. p R 

Mr. HABERSHAM submitted tho following, which lies 


over: a 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary do inquite . 
into the necessity or expediency of so amending the Constitution 
of the United States, as that the eame shall define and prescribe 
the evidence upon which persons claiming to be members ofthe 
House of Representatives of the United States, shall take their 
seats in the House, and be entitled to exercise the privileges of 
members, until after the organization of the House, and an in- 
vestigation and report by the Standing Committee of Elections, 
on his right or claim to such seat, and a final decision of the 
House on such report. 

On motion of Mr. GOGGIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Expenditures 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of reducing tha 
contingent expences of the House of Representatives, and of 
the Deparment or ne oe 

n motion of Mr. Las ene 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce bo instructed 
to inquire into the expediency and propriety of aut ners 6 
Secretary ef the Treasury to purchase of the county of Hane 


5 


’ 


ga > ” 


cock, in the State of Maine, for the use of the United States, 
three-fourth parts of the fire pruof building, situate in Castine, 
in said county, and now owned in common by the United States 
and said coumt y 

Resolved, the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency and propriety of erecting a light 
Raae at Little river harbor, inthe town of Cutler, in the State 
of Maine. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be ‘instracted 
teinquire into the expediency and propriety of establishing a 
port ofentry at Brooksville, in the county of Hancock and State 
of Maine, within the district of Penobscot, and of providing by 
law for the appointment of some person as inspector and depu- 
ty collector, with a suitable salary, who shall reside at Buck’s 
harbor, in said Brooksville. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency and propriety of establishing a 
ponor entry at Cherryfield, in the county of Washington ane» 
S of Maine, within the district of Machias, and of provid- 
ing, by law, for the appointment of some person as inspector 
amdi deputy collector, with a suitable salary, who shall reside at 
Laa) eid. 

k Mr. DOWNING, of Florida, submitted the following, which 
ies over: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to contract 
with Mr. Stone, who engraved the military map of Florida, 
compiled under the direction of General Taylor, to furnish 5,000 
additional copies of said map for the use of this House. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON submitted the following, which 
was objected to, and lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to inform 
this House to what instance in which Congress has refused the 
necessary appropriations for the prosecution of the war in Flo- 
rida, he allades, in the following of his letter to Gover- 
nor call, bearing date the 2h June, 1838; 

“It (the Department) is still further restricted by the means to 
provide for but a limited force, as it ie with the greatest difficul- 
ty that appropriations can be obtained of Congress for eventhe 
smallest possible force necessary for the execution of its duty 
of protecting the inhabitants of Florida er elsewhere.” 

_ Mr. STANLY submitted the following, which was ob- 


to: 
$ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
pay to the States the fourth instalment due them under the act 
of July, 1836, whenever there is sufficient money in the Trea- 
sury not otherwise appropriated. i h 

Mr ATHERTON submitted the following, which was ob- 
jected to, and lies over: E fe: , g 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of abolishing the United 
States Military Academy at West Point. 

Mr. S. H. BUTLER submitted the following, which was ob- 
jected to, and lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Navy be requested to 
commuuicate to thie House his opinion of the expediency of 
the immediate establishment of a dry dock and naval depot at 
span Florida, and any information in his possession upon 
the subject. 

Mr. STEWART submitted the following, which, being ob- 
jected to, lies over. N 

Whereas, by the Sub-Treasury bill, the President and his 
pary propose to receive nothing in payment for public lands 

ut gold and silver, and whereas, in the State of Illinois and 
other new States, the amount of money pau into the Treasury 
for public lands amounted to the sum of five millions four hun- 
dred and seventeen thousand two hundred and eighty six dollars 
and thirty-one cents, for the year 1839; and whereas, also, it is 
probable that the same amount will be received by the Treasury 
in payment of public lands for the year 1840; and whereas, 
aloo, the Secretary of the Treasury has omitted to make any 
-estimate for any of the public works in the West, and, as we 
have a right to infer from this that it is the policy of the Presi- 
-dent and his party, that all such works shall be stopped; and 
that, in consequence thereof, the Government will cease to ex- 
gnd upon these works any part of the moneys collected inthe 

est; and whereas, also, in consequence of the above recited 
Measures of the President aod his pary, the West will be 
greatly oppressed, its specie drained off, and transported to 
those parts where the Government is making its expenditures, 
and in particular that the settlers on the public lands, who hold 
their lands by the right of pre-emption, will, by the operation of 
the above recited measures, be rendered unable to procure the 
specie, and thus be unable to save their homes—therefore 

Beit resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill put- 
ting off all sales of public lands until the 4th of March, 1841. 

Mr. CABEY offered the following resolution; which, being 
objected to, lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of passing a uniform law con- 
cerning bankruptcies, particularly those of corporations and 
other bankers. 

_ Mr. SMITH of Maine submitted the following, which was ob- 
jected to, and lies over: i 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs inquire 
into the expediency of increasing the pay of non-commissioned 
officers and privates in the army. 

Mr. REYNOLDS submitted the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to cause 
a survey and estimates to be made for the continuation of the 
Cumberland road from Vandalia, by Greenville, to Alton, in the 
Bere of Minois. 

Mr. CRABB submi(ted the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That, with the consent of the Senate, the two 
Houses of Congress wiil adjourn sine die on the first day of 
Mey next. 

r. DAVIS of Indiana submitted the following, which was ob- 
jected to, and under the rule lies over; 

Resolved, 'Yhat on Thursday next, at one o’clock, this House 
will proceed to dispose of the question of instructing the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to report a bil! for the continuation 
of the Cumberland road; and also to receive such petitions as 
ghail not give rise to debate. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL submitted the following, which, be- 


. ing objected to, lies over: 


Whereas, five persons duly returned as members of this 
House by the Executive department of the State of New Jer- 
sey, in pursuance of the laws cf said State, have not been per- 
mitted to take their seats in this House, according to invariable 
usage heretofore, on the alleged ground that certain other-per- 
sons were supposed to have had a majority of votes af the polls, 
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whether said votes were legal or not; and although part of said 
votes were not only returned to thesaid Executive department, 
according to the laws of said State, and were therefore not 
counted by the said Executive; and whereas it is important 
that each State should be at all times represented in this House, 
according to its constitutional rights; therefore, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, for the 
manner of holding elections for Representatives, and of making 
returns of said elections. . i ; 

Mr. BURKE submitted the following, which, being objected 
to, lies over: i 

Resolved, That a select committee, to be composed of one 
member from each State of this Union, be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of removing the seat of Government to some 
suitable location on the Ohio river, and that said committee be 
authorized to correspond, during the recess of Congress, with 
the Governors of the States of Ohio, Indiana, Hlinois, and Ken- 
tucky, with a view to the selection of a suitable site for the seat 
of Government; and that gaid committee be directed to report 
the result of their inquiries and their conclusions to this House 
at the commencement of the next session of Congress. — 

Resolved, further, That Congress has no constitutional 
power to appropriate the revenues of the General Government 
derived from the customs, the public domain, or from other 
sources, for any object in the District of Columbia, except tor 
the erection of public buildings, the repair and improvement of 
the public property situated within the limits of said District, 
and for the necessary expenses of the Government. . 

Resolved, further, That Congress has power to authorize the 
people of the District of Columbia to levy taxes upon them- 
selves, for all local and municipal purposes; and that when mo- 
ney is required for such purposes such authority should be 
forthwith granted. i . , ; 

Mr. TILLINGHAST submitted the following, which, being 
objected to, lies over. 

Yhereas examinations and surveys have heretofore been 
made in the Narragansett bay, in Rhode Island, with a view to 
military and naval establishments, and reports have been made 
to the Navy Department, and communicated to Congress, con- 
taining evidence of the fitness and advantages ofa place upon 
the waters of the bay for a naval depot: f 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Stutes in Congress assembled. That the Sesreta- 
ry ofthe Navy, as soon as may be, cause such further exami- 
Nations and surveys to be made as are, in his opinion, necessa- 

for ascertaining the fitness and the relative advantages or 
disadvantages of a place in the said Narragansett bay for a na- 
val establishment, yard, and depot, on shore, and the best loca- 
tion thereof in said bay, with estimates of probable expense; 
and that said estimates and the reports of said examinations and 
surveys, when made, and all such evidence as is now, or may 
then be, in possession of his Department, as to such fitness and 
advantages, or disadvantages, be, hy the said Secretary com- 
mutnicated to Congress as soon as may be, with such viewsand 
opinions as he may deem important. g e 

Resolved further, That for carrying this resolution into ef- 
fect, there be appropriated the sum of one thousand dollars, 
out ofany money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

On motion of Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of confirming the title 
of George B. Steele, of Boone county, Kentucky, to a tract of 
land containing one hundred and fifty-seven and 37-110 acres, 
entered by him in the Fayetteville land effice, in tho State of 
Arkansas, and for which he has paid. 

On metion of Mr. CRARY, J 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House, if compatible- with the 
public service, whether the Government ofGreat Britain has 
expressed to the Government of the United States a desire to 

annul the arrangement entered into between the two Govern- 
ments in the month of April, 1817, respecting the naval force 
to be maintained upon the American Lakes; and that if said ar- 
rangement be not annulled, whether there has been any viola- 
tior: of the same by the authorities of Great Britain. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs inquire into 
the expediency of making an Appropriation to_ enable the Go- 
vernment to make a treaty with the Chippewa Indians for the 
purchase of their lands bordering on Lake Superior, in the State 
of Michigan. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the laws 
in regard to writs of error and appeals, as to permit parties to 
sue out and prosecute writs oferror and take appeals, upon 
giving security fer costs only, where they are unable to give 
other security; the writs oferror and appealsin such cases 
not to operate ag a supersedeas, 

On motion of Mr. HABERSHAM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of admitting steam vessels or 
boats built of iron, in countries beyond the limits of the United 
States,and owned by citizens of the United States, to all the 
privileges of vessels built in the United States. 

On motion of Mr. BUTLER of Ky. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 

structed to inquire into the propriety of restoring to Mrs. 
Frances L. Piatt, only daughter of Colonel William Piatt, an 
invalid pensioner,the pension relinquished by him to the Govern- 
ment, but which he subsequently devised to his said !daughter; 
and that the will of Colonel Piatt, and papers on file in the 
pension office, be referred to said committee. 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Private land Claims be 
instructed toinquire into the propriety of granting to Andrew 
Johnson of Scott county, Kentucky, any military bounty lands 
to which Capt. John Johnson ofthe Virginia line of the Revolu 
tion, may be entitled; anc that an official transcript ofthe papers 
filed by him in the Executive Department of Virginia in sup- 
port of his claim, be referred to said committee. 

The following resolutions, offered by Mr. EVANS on the 10th 
of February, and Jaid on the table, were taken up, read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Reslved, That the President be requested to communicate to 
the House whether any, and, if any, what, measures have heen 
taken, since the rejection of the recommendation of the King of 
Holland ofa new line of beundary between the United States 
and the Province of New Brunswick, to obtain information in 
respect to the tepography of the territory in dispute, by survey 


‘or explanation of the same on the part of the United ‘States 


alone. Also, whether any measures have been adopted whereby 


the accuracy of the survey lately made under the authority of- 


the British Government, when communicated, may be tested or 
p That the President be requested to communicate 
to the House copies of the arrangement entered into between 
the Governor of Maine and Sir John Harvey, Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of New Brunswick, through the mediation of Major 
General Scott, in the month of March last, together with copies 
of the instructions given to General Scott, and of all correspond- 
ence with him relating to the subject of controversy between the 
State of Maine and nee of New Brunswick. 
notion of Mr. € i 

aa, That the Committee on Commerce bo instructed 
te inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation to 
purchase a lot of landon the eastern side of the New York Cus- 
tom house, for the purpose of light and ventilation. ` 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce Inquire Into 
the expediency of extending the privileges of drawback, and 
abolishing distinctions in ports of entry. Also, to inquire woe- 
ther it be expedient to establish by law a system of warehous- 
ing imported merchandise. 

On motion of Mr. E. DAVIES, i K 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
to defray the expenses of enclosing, levelling, draining, and put- 
ting undar grass the public ground west of the Capito! and east 
of the Potomac. f 

Resolved, That the Committee 
Grounds inquire into the expediency 
nument from the western front of th 
some more suitable position. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to this House a statement of all the public moneys of the 
United States invested m the stocks of the several States, spe. 
cifying the amount invested in the stocks of each State, the 
authority by which each investment was made, the terms and 
rate of interest of each contract, the security received for pay- 
ment of interest and principal ofeach debt, the rate per centum 
given in the purchase of the bonds, and the market value of the 
said bonds at the titnes of the respective investmenis and at the 
present time. g . 

Mr. McKAY submitted the following, which, under the 
rule, lies over: -R 3 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of passing a uniform law 
concerning bankruptcies, particularly those of corporations and 
other bankers. 

On motion of Mr. RANDALL, K 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pen- 
sion to Lucy Whitmore, of the county of Lincaln and State of 
Maine, widow of Andrew Whitmore, a soldier ef the Revolu- 
tion. 

On motion of Mr. CLIFFORD, ; ; 

Resolved, That the Commiuee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency and justice of granting 
& pension to George Whitter, for injuries receivedin the late 
war with Great Britain. . 

On motion of Mr. JAMESON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post road from Massie’s Iron Works, by the Pinay Row 
Mills, John Busden’s, and Grisley’s, to Forsyth, county seat of 
Taney county, Mo. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, of Iowa, 3 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of of causing to be surveyed 
the Northern boundary of the Sac and Fox half-breed trach so 
as to enable the judicial authority of Iowa to cause partition 
thereofto be made. A 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Landsjinquire 
into the expediency of extending the pre-emption laws 90 as 
to include prairie and timbered land in the said grant. 

On motion of Mr. FISHER, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a post route 
from Lexington, in Davidson county, North Carolina, to Mocks- 
ville, to Davis county, ia said State. 

On motion of Mr. LUCAS, ig 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
pension of John Grimm. —. 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, 

Resolved, That the. Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into. the expediency ,of providing, by law, 
that any postmaster, Collector, or receiver of public moneys, 
who shall fail to settle or make returns of his official acts at the 
time in the mode prescribed by law, it shall be the duty of the 
officer having charge or management of the Department to 
which such settiements or returns are required to be made, to 
give notive forthwith to the security or securities, of euch de- 
linquency or default. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Maine, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of placing buoys or spindles upon Taylors 
Ledge, Broad Cove Rock, Trundy’s Reef, and Coon Island 
Ledge, in and neat the harbor of Portland, in Maine. 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire into the expediency of placing the name of Abigail 
ie upon the list of pensioners under the act of July 7, 


on Public Buildings and 
of removing the naval mo- 
e Capitol, and erecting it in 


_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of reporting a resolve in favor of 
John Phroof, of Bristol, Maine, forthe amount of fishing bounty 
upon schooner Pacific. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of g:anting a pension. to Polly 
Clough, under the act ot March 3, 1837, entitled “An act for the 
more equitable administration of the Navy Pension Fund.” 

_ Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
inquire into tho expediency H granting to the Potomac and Al- 
eghany Canal and lron Manufacturing Compan 
and hold land in said District. csi an aca tite 
_ Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire into the expediency of placing the name of Wm. Wal- 
enn Phipsburg, Maine, upon the list of Revolutionary pen- 
8. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions in- 
uire into the expediency of allowing to Ebenezer Stow, of 
' ae Maine, his pension from March 4, 1820, to March 3, 
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On motion of Mr. J. SMITH, of Vermont, g g 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of reviving and continuing in 
force the provisions of the second section of an act, passed 
March 3, 1817, entitled “An act to continue in force an act, en- 
titled an act further to provide for the collection of duties on 
imports and tonnage, passed the 3d day of March, 1815, and for 
other purposes.” 

On motion of Mr. NISBET, ote at 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 
the prepriety of increasing the fees, or otherwise enlarging the 
compensation ofthe marshal for the district of Georgia, and that 
they report by bill or otherwise. : 

n motion of Mr. CAMPBELL of South Caroli 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of entry at 
Bucksville, in South Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
relief to Thomas McMaster, jr. in relation to a mail contract en- 
tered into by him. 

On motion of Mr. CLIFFORD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency ef regulating, by law, the compen- 
sation of consuls, either upon the basis of a fixed salary, or by 
reqairing them te account for all moneysi received for official 
services beyond a certain amount. 

On motien of Mr. BELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a post route 
between the town of Statesville, in Wilson county, and Wood- 
bury, in the county of Conner, in the State of Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. CARTER of Tennessee, ais 
¥ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into the 
expediency of ordering a survey of the Tennessee river, and its 
navigable tributaries, with a view to their improvement. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions he 1n- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of granting a pension to 
reid Woods, ofthe county of Jefferson, and State of Ken- 
tucky. 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee, 

Resolved, That tthe Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Readsbe directed to amend the law approved 7th July, 1838, 
being an act to establish certain post routes to discontinue 
others, so as to insert Scotteville, instead of Tompkinsville, in 
that part of the act establishing a post route from Witchen’s 
Cross Roads, in Tennessee, to Tompkinsville, in Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. SWEENY, y 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instrected 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of entry, 
and adistrict for the collection of revenue, at Port Clinton, in 
the State of Ohio. . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of altering the name of the port 
o entry at Sandusky city, from that ef Portland to that of Ban- 

jusky city. 

On motion of Mr. GOODE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
inga post route from Lima, Allen county, Ohio, via Vin- 
cent, the county seat of Vanwert county, - Ohio, to Fort 
Wayne, in the Btate of Indiaaa. 

O motion of Mr. BEIKNE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
inge mail route from Burdit’s office, on Second creek, 
Greenbrier county, to Nicholand Hamilton’ store, ingMonroe 
county, Virginia. i 

On motion of Mr. HOLLEMAN, y 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce”be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of piecing buoys in Elizabeth 
river, so as to mark out the channel of said river. | ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
mructed to Inquire into the expediency of increasing the pen- 
sion of James Roberta, an invalid pensioner of the United 


Srates. 

Resolved, That the.Committee on Invalid Pensiens be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing a pension to 
the widow of sergeant C. Leming, who was wounded in the 
discharge of his duty daring the war of 1812. 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, ` . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of granting to Isaac 
Levan, of Burke county, North Carvilna, a pension for services 
rendered in the Revolutionary War. 

a motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Reads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post road from Walnut Grove, in Virginia, to Bowers’s 
store, in Ashe county, North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. SAMUELS, i 

Resolved, That leave be given to the representatives of 
Lieutenant Nathaniel Ashby to withdraw their papers filed in 
the Clerk’s office, and which were referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions in the Twenty-fifth Congress. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing a pension to 
Joseph Mayse. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
bliehing a post route from Moorfield, Hardy county, Virginia, by 

way of the Valley of the South Fork and Oak Flat Fost Office 
to Franklin, Pendleton county, Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. BEIRNE, 

Leaolved, That the Comm ttee ‘on Revelutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing Joseph 
Millon, a soldier of the Revolution, a pension. 

Resolved, “That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing & post route from Princeton, in Mercer county, by Rich 
Creek, Camp Creek, and Glade Creek, so far as to intersect the 
mail route at Henry Aull’s, about fourteen miles from Black- 
Konea River, towards Logan Court-house and Fayette Court- 
t A y 

Resolved, That the Committeeon the Post Office and Post 
Roads he instructedto inquire into the expediency of reim- 

- bursing Jas. F. Teas, postmasies at Coalsmouth, Virginia, the 
amount paid by him for having the mail transported from said 
office to Gallipolis, Ohio, agreeably to ingtructions from the 
pneral Post Office Department, j : 


On motion of Mr. STORRS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
te inquire into the expediency of an appropriation by Con- 
gress for the purpose of removing Chester Rock, so called, 
into thechannel of Connecticut river. at or nearthe mouth of 
Chester creek, or any other impediments to the navigation of 
Connecticut river, in that vicinity. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of extending 
the mail route from the town of Wolcott, in the State of Con- 
necticut, to the town of Bristol, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a mail route 
from Providence, in Rhode Island, to West Brookfield, in Mas- 
sachusetts, via Sutton street and Oxford, or as they may deem 
most convenient from evidence that may be before them. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs inquire 
into the expediency of providing, by law, for the payment of a 
reward of dollars for every Indian warrior, or ally, 
or associate of Indians, who has been, or, at the time of capture, 
shall have been engaged in active hostilities againet the United 
States in Florida, or any State adjoining thereto; and of 
dollars for every other individual, of whatever age or sex, be- 
longing to, or agseciated with, any hostile tribe or band of In- 
dians in Florida; payable to the person, or persons, by whom 
such warriors or other individuals aforesaid shall be taken and 
delivered alive to some competent authority of the United 
States; and of areward in money, payable to such Indian, or 
other men and women, and children, belonging to, or associ- 
ated with, any hostile tribe or band, as shall voluntarily, with- 
out capture, peaceably surrender to some competent authority 
of the United States, in such manner as may be provided by 
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On motion of Mr. HASTINGS, of Massachusetts, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing to 
Elijah Borden the arrears ofa pension from the 25th day of 
eptember, 1820, when he was stricken from the pension roll, 
until the 19th day of January, 1832, when his name was restored 
to the roll. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be inetructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing for the placing and 
maintenance of suitable buoys and piers for working and deep- 
ening the channel of the river Merrimac. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the pen: 
sion of Major Charles Larrabee, who lost an arm in battle in the 
last war with Great Britain. 

On motion of Mr. CORWIN, 

Resolved, That the memorial to Congress of the delegation 
from the Cherokee tribe of Indians, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS of Indiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads he instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Springville, in Lawrence county, by the 
way of the Virginia Furnace and Stamford, in Monroe county, 
White Hall, and Spencer, in Owen county, to Greencastle, in 
Putnam county, in the State of Indiana, to Crawfordsville, in 
Montgomery county. 

On motion of Mr. RARIDEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Benton, in Elkhart county, Indiana, to 
Pleasant Lake, where the State road enters the Defiance road, 
near Steubenville. Also, a mail route from Marseilles, in No- 
ble county, Indiana, to Benton, Elkhart county, Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. WICK, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed to 
to inquire into the propriety of making compensation to Chan- 
cy Carter§ for making a journey from Logansport, Indiana, to 
the seat of Government, for the purpose of adjusting his ac- 
counts as a disbursing agent ofthe bureau of Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. CRABBE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing post reutes as follows, viz: From Augusta, Georgia, to 
Tuscaloosa, Ababama, by way of the Georgia railroad, to its 
western termination; thence by the following places, in four 
horse post coaches, three times a week, to wit: Madison, Mor- 
gan county; Covington. Newton county; McDonough’s, Henry 
county; Fayetteville, Fayette county; Newnan, Coweta coun- 
ty; and Carrollton, Carroll county, in Georgia; thence by Aber- 
chooka Gold Mines, in Randolph county, Talladega, Kimul ga, 
Columbiana, Montevallo, and Centreville, in Alabama; from 
Pickensville to Yorkville, in Pickens county; andfrom Marion 
to Uniontown, in Ferry county, State of Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, £ 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing the following post routes in Alabama, to wit: From Pike- 
ville, through Millville, in Marion ceunty, to Wall’s Tan Yard, 
in Mississippi; from Athens, through Gilbertsboro, to Pulaski, 
Tennessee; from Russelville to Fulton, in Mississippi. 

. Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a general bank- 
Tapt law. 


— 


IN SENATE. 


Tvgspay, March 10, 1840. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial frem citizens ef New 
York for a general bankrupt Jaw; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. — > . 

Mr. WALL presented a similar petition, which was referred 
te the same committee. . 

Mr. W. said he embraced that opportunity of saying that the 
Committee on the Judiciary had a bill in preparation, which 
would probably be reported the beginning of next week. 

Mr. Ww. also presented a memorial of a number of citizens of 
New Jersey, asking the establishment-of a mail route; which 
was refered to the Committee on the Post office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented two resolutions of the Lezisla- 
ture of Mississippi, asking the establishment of certain post 
routes therein designated, which were referred to the Commit. 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roade. . g 

Mr. H. also presented a momorial of the Legislature of Mis. 
siselppi, asking that Congress may cause the value of the six- 


teenth sections in the Chickasaw purchase, to be ascertained, 
and to pay the same over to the school fund; and also a 
grant of all the public lands in the State, for the purposes of in- 
ternal improvement; which was referred to the Committed on 
the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the late report of the Ala- 
bama Commissioners ot the Tennessee river canal, made to thè 
Legislature of that State, exhibiting the progress and present 
condition of that improvement, 

Mr. C. referred to certain joint resolutions of the two Houses 
of the Alabama Legislature, asking a relinquishment to that 
State of the exclusive control of the works going on for the re- 
moval of obstructions to the navigation of the Tennessce river; 
which, he said, had been presented at the laest session of Con- 
gress, and, at its close, left on the files of the Senate; and which 
had again been referred to the Committee on Ruads and Ca- 
nals at an early day of the present session. Mr. C. stated that 
the funds produced by the sale of lands heretofore granted for 
that purpose, (as far as they would sell on the terms authorized 
by Congress, ) had been faithfully applied, and were exhausted, 
without completing that great work; and the Legislature now 
asked the proposed relinquishment that they might devise ways 
and means to remove the remaining obstructions. Mr. C. ad- 
verted to the great importance of the improvements contem- 
plated in the river Tennessee, and hoped the subject would re- 
ceive early consideration by the committee. He said, although 
the principal obstructions, presented by the Muscle Shoals, had 
been overcome by a canal, about fifteen miles in length, there 
yet remained other obstructions, above and below, which re- 


‘quired removal; and without which navigation could not be 


carried on in ordinary tides of the river. 

The documents presented by Mr. C. were referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of J. L. Schoolera 
praying the payment ofa sum of money guarantied to be pai 
tohim ina treaty with the Ottowa and Chippewa Indians; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented two memorials asking for 
the imposition of a moderate duty on imported silks; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. C. also presented various memorials remonstrating 
against the use of bloodhoundsin the Florida war; which were 
laid on the table. . aus 

Mr. SOUTHARD also presented a memorial in relation to 
the blocdhounds; which was also laid on the table. 

M. TALLMADGE presented a memorial of citizens of New 
York in favor of a genera! bankrupt law; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. — , 

Mr. BENTON presented a memoriai from citizens of Mis- 
souri, praying fora passage ofa pre-emption law for the better 
security of the settlerg on the public lands; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of Henry H. Brown; | 
whieh was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of a number of mas- 
ters and owners of steamboats navigating the western waters, 
praying a modification of the act of July 7, 1838; which was 
aid on the table, and ordered to be printed.’ 

Mr. 8. also presented two memorials remonstrating against 
the use of bloodhounds in the Florida war; which were laid on 
the table. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, re- 

orted # bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Pierre 
hommie; which was read, and ordered to a second reading: 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to whi 
was referred the petition of the heirs of Robert Fulton, made 
a detailed report adverse to the claim, which he gave notice he 
would call up this day two weeks. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
a bill for the relief of Samuel McKay; which was. read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. : 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
was referred the claim of Frederick Sammons, made anadveise 
report thereon. e A 

r. NORVELL submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate, 1f in his {oneness compatible with 
the public interest, any information he may ‘possess, or which 
may have been received by any Department. of the Executive, 
touching any fortification or military works which have been 
constructed within ihe last eighteen months, or which may bein 
progress ofeonstruction, or any naval or military armaments 
which have been prepared, or may be preparing, by the British 
authorities along or near the Northern and Northwestern fron- 
tiers of the United States. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to cause tobe communicated to the Benatea detailed chrono- 
logical statement of the purchases of land made from each In- 
dian tribe within the limits of the United States since the estab- 
lishment of the present Federal Government; showing the suc- 
cessive purchases in each tribe separately, with whole 
amount given by the United States in consideration thereof, 
whether in money, lands, goods, i provisions, or aids, or in any 
other way whatsoever—the whole to be arranged under proper 
heads, with such remarks as may be necessary to exhibit a just 
view of the full amount paid and contracted for to be paid in 
consideration of each purchase, and followed by a general table 
to show the total of the purchases and payments in the case of 
each tribe, and also the aggregate of the whole. 

The bills ordered to be engrossed yesterday were severally 
read a third time and passed. 

The bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama the two per 
cent fund reserved by the act of her admission into the Union, 
to be applied to the making of a road or roads leading to said 
State; 

The bill to establish an additional land district in the State of 
Alabama; and |, $ 

The bill authorizing a patent to be issued to Joseph Campan; 
were seveally considered as in Committee of the Whole, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REERESENTATIVES: 

Tuespay, Marc . 

The reading of the journal having progressed for some Umg; 
Mr. LEET rose and said he could perceive no bs a ted on 

Min to the House, iri having ilo resoinims “They Rao 

yene: read over by the CLERK this A JA 

very numerous, aad have no doubt been casefully copied inva 
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the journal, and will be published. Mr. L. intimated his iaten- 
aon to ie that the further reading be dispensed with; but 

Mr. STANLY demanding the reading to be proceeded with, 

Mr LEET did not press his motion. 

The Ciarx having continued the reading of the resolutions 
for some time, 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama, the further read- 
ing of the journal was dispensed with. 

r. COOPER of Georgia wished to submit a motion to 
amend the journal of yesterday, which he knew could only be 
done by the universal consent ofthe House. He on yesterday 
submitted a resolution proposing to have printed, for the use of 
the members, a sermoy on Christian courtesy, delivered on the 
last Sabbath by the Chaplain of the House. He did not ap- 
aso that the resolution would meet with any objection. 

e had since understood that the resolution was objected to on 
the ground of discourtesy to the members. He was the last 
man in that House who would knowingly do an act which 
could even admit of such a construction. His only object was 
to call to the minds of the members what he believed they well 
knew individually. Theonly request that he then wished to 
make, was, that he might be permitted to withdraw the resolu- 
tion from the journal. He wished to withdraw it, because 
it was understood by some gentlemen as discourteons. He had 
other reasons which if necessary he could state. 

The question was put, and the House unanimously agreed to 
the withdrawal. 

Mr. GRAVES made a motion to modify his resolution, which 
appeared on the journal of yesterday, in relation to his call on 
the Postmaster General; and the proposition having been ruled 
out of order, he madea motion to suspend the rules, for the pur- 
pose; which was disagreed to without a count. 

Mr. RANDOLPH inquired of the Craig whether the resolu- 
tion submitted by the gentleman from Virginia,{Mr. Rives,] re- 
specting the Governor, was entered on the jonrnal. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative? 

Mr. RANDOLPH eaid he understood that the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Coopsr,) had un yesterday demanded the 
question of reception. He thought that when the question of 
reception was moved, the matter on which it was moved, did 
not go on the journal until that question was decided. 

>- Mr. COOPER of Georgia said he moved the question of con- 
sideration. His object was to test the question of reception. He 
confessed that he was unwilling, at this time, that the preamble 
should be received. g K ; 

The SPEAKER said the question of consideration only hav- 
ing been moved, the resolution was received, and on that mo- 
tion was laid over under the rule. 

Mr. STANLY moved to amend the journal by inserting the 
name of the member who on yesterday objected to the consid- 
eration of his resolution propusing that the General Govern- 
ment should pay over the instalment due to the States of the 
surplus revenue. 

j r. DROMGOOLE, who had objected on yesterday, was per- 
fectly willing that his name should appear on the joumal, 
though it was unusual to do s0. i 

The SPEAKER said it was not usual to insert on the journal 
the name of the gentleman objecting; and thatit could not be 
done except by a vote of the House, 

Mr. STANLY moved a suspension of the rules for the pur- 
pose; which was, however, disagreed to without a count. 

Mr. BOTTS asked leave of the House to present a report from 
. the minority of the Committee of Elections in relation to the 
New Je claimants. _ 

The SPEAKER said it could only be received by the general 
consent of the House. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to the reception of the report. He 
had no objection to receiving it and having it printed with the 
report of the majority of the committee, but he was opposed to 
lening it in at that time to interfere with the question before the 

ouse. 

Mr. BOTTS moved a suspension of the rules to enable him 
to present the report; and on that metion demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE wiehed to know what would be the effect 
of receiving the minority report. He asked if the House took 
any action on it—whether it would supersede the business now 
before the House, K 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that it would not. 

Mr. TURNEY: Iwant to know what would be the effect of 
suspending the rules, if a debate should spring up on a 
motion to print these papers. Would that intertere with the 
pending business on which the previous question had been 
moved 

The SPEAKER. was of opinion that it would. 

Mr. SMITH of Counecticut: On behalf of the minority of the 
Committee of Elections, I wish to say that it is not our intention 
to move the printing of the minority report, nor to interfere with 
the other question before the House. ` 

The question was then taken on the motion to suspend the 
rules, and resulted—yeas 126, nays 80. 

Bo the House refused to suspend the rules. s 

‘The SPEAKER announced that the business before the. House 
was the proposition of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
FILLMORE, ] as follows: 

Whereas this House did, by a resolution adopted on the 28th 
February, 1840, among other things, direct the Committee of 
Elections “to report forthwith which five of the ten individuals 
claiming seats from the State of New Jersey received the 

t numberjof lawful votes from thelwhole State for Repre- 
sentatives in the Congress of the United States at the election of 
1838, in said State.” 

And whereas this House had previously referred evidence to 
that committee tending to show that the poll at South Amboy, 
in said State, at said election, was not heid according to Jaw, 
and that numerous votes given at said election were unlawful, 
because the persons voting had no legal right to vote, and the 
parties to said contest are now absent trom this city with the 
consent and under the authority of said committee, taking tes- 
timony m said case, for the purpose of ascertaining who re- 
ceived the greatest number of lawful votes at said election in 
said State. And whereas certain depositions alleged to have 
been taken by one of the parties to said contest, in pursuance 
of the directions of said committee, in a sealed envelope, were 

addressed to the Speaker of this House, tending to show, as is 

alleged, that the polls at South Amboy were not held according 
to law, and that unlawful votes were taken at said poll. Anu 
whereas said committee, in acting on the resolution of this 
House, refused to consider any portion of said evidence, but de- 
termined to repon, and have reported, simply the number “of 
votes adjudged to have been given to the several claimants by 
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the Governor and Pivy Council of New Jersey, together with 
those returned by the election officers of the townehips of Muli- 
ville, in Cumberland county, and South Amboy, in Middlesex 
county, to the clerks of said counties respectively,” without in- 
quiring whether said votes were lawful or not. , ; 

Therefore resolved, That said report be recommitted to said 
committee with instructions to inquire and report to this House, 
with all convenient despateh, which five of the ten claimants to 
the vacant sea's in this House from said State received the 
greatest number of lawful votes at the last Congressional election 
in said State. 

And the following substitute therefor, offered by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, {Mr. Perrixin,) on which the pie- 
vious question had been moved: J 

Whereas it appears by the report of the Committee of Blee- 
tions that Philemon Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, Danie} B. Ry- 
all, William R. Cooper, and Joseph Kille, received the greates 
number of lawful votes castin the Stateof New Jersey, at the 
election holden in that State for Representatives in the Twenty- 
sixth Congress: 

Resolved, That Philemon-Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, Da- 
niet B. Ryall, William Cooper, and Joseph Kille, are entitled to 
take their seats in the House of Representatives, as members of 
the Twenty-sixth Congress, and that the Speaker of the House, 
on their presenting themselves, qualify them as such: Provided, 
That nothing herein contained shall prevent the investigation 
into said election from being continued inthe manner hereto- 
fore authorized by a majority of the Committee of Elections, 
on the application of the five claimants for said seats. 

Mr. PE1RIKIN then asked leave to modify his amendment, 
by inserting the words “prima facie upon the evidence in pos- 
session of the committee,” to come in after thegword “that,” in 
the second line. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut apprehended that the modifica- 
tion was not in order, after the previous question was called. 
A new proposition would then be before the House. 

Mr. BOTTS inquired whether the previous question could be 
putona proposition that never was before the House. If the 
modification of the gentleman from Pennsylvania was made, the 
proposition would be a new one, and not the one on which the 
previous question was moved. 

The CHAIR said that the gentleman from Pennsylvania had 
a right to make the modification, before the question was 


taken. 

Mr. LINCOLN made some remarks which, from the noise 
and confusion prevailing at the time, were not heard, and con- 
cluded by appealing from the decision of the CHAIR. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then said that, as his modification had cre- 
ated so much noise and confusion among the Opposition mem- 
bers, he would, in order to relieve the Spsaker and the House 
from further embarrassment, withdraw his modification. 

The appeal, then, of course, fell to the ground, and the ques- 
tion was taken by tellers—Messrs. Bynum of North Carolina 
and CAMPPELL of Tennessee—who, after counting the voters 
passing through them, announced the result as—ayes 109, 


noes 81. 
Mr. FILLMORE then called for the yeas and nays on the pre- 
vious question, which were ordered, and resulted in—yeas 113, 
s 94, 


na ë 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut here moved to lay the resolution 
and amendment on the table, and this question was decided in 
the negative—yeas 92, nays 113, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Barnard, Bell, Bond, Botts, Brockway, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, 
Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Cushing, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Rice 
Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, 
Graves, Green, Grinnel, Habersham, W. S. Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, John Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, James, 
Jenifer, Charles Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Kempzhall, 
King, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Mor- 
gan, Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, Pope, Proffit, Randall, 
Randolph, ) Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, S.anly, Storrs, Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, 
Wagner, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Williams—92, 


NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Atherton, Banks, 
Beat:y, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Butler, Byrum, John 
Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, 
Conner, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. 
Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, 
Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, 
Gerry, Hammond,Hard,J. Hastings, Hawkins,John Hill ofN C, 
Hillen, Holteman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, 
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadhetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, 
Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ram- 
sey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, James 
Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, David D. Wagener, Wat. 
terson, Weller, Wick, Henry Williams, Sherrod Williams, and 
Worthington—113. 

Mr. RANDOLPH asked if a motion to postpone would bein 
order. 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. RANDOLPH asked for the reading of the proviso in the 
amendment, which was done. 

Mr. R. then asked for the reading of the proviso in the origi- 
nal instructions moved by the gentleman from Tennessee, but 

Mr. PETRIKIN objecting, it was done. 

The SPEAKER having announced the main question to be 
on the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
PETRIKIN,} 

Mr. RANDOLPH called for a division of the question, so as 
take it first on all that part of the amendment preceding the 
proviso; but withdrew the call at the request of Mr. FILL- 

The SPEAKER again put the question to the House; when 

Mr. MONROE asked if it was now in order for him to state 
his reasons for net voting on this question; and if it was not now 
in order, he desired to know when it would be in order. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would not be in order, but that 


the gentleman could ask to be excused from voting, and then 
give his reasons for desiring to be excused. ; 

Mr. MUNROE then rose and asked the House to excuse him 
from voting on the question. His reasons were these: he was called 
upon to vote upon a question which he did not understand the 
whole meritsof. He had not read the reportof the committee, 
and had not heard it read so as to understand it. Tt had not been 
printed, and he was ealled upon to vote on aquestion before 
this House, invelving greater constitutional difficulties than it 
had ever been called on to decide. Henow solemnly protested 
against being compelled to vote, and he called on the House to 
excuse him from committing so great an outrage on his con- 
science. 

The question was then taken, and Mr. Munros was excuced 
from voting without a division. : 

The yeas and nays were then called over by the CLERK; and 
when thd name of Mr. Gocain was called. he asked if he could 
have the privilege of assigning his reasons for the vote he was 
about to give; but the SPEAKER declared that he could not, un- 
der the rules ofthe House, do so. The Crgrx then proceeded 
with, and finished, the call of the yeas and nays, when, and be- 
fore the result was announced by the CHAIR, | 

Mr. RUSSELL rose and observed that the importance of the 
question induced him to ask whether those gentlemen who 
were within the Hall, and had not voced, should not be re- 
quired to doso. There were several gentlemen, he sajd, pre- 
sent, who had not voted when called by the CLERK. 

The BPEAKER replied that he had no power over the sub- 


ject. 
Je Mir. RUSSELL wished to know whether there was nota rule 
of the House requiring every member who was present to 


vote. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman that there was such 
a rule, but it was it wasnot the province of the CHAIR to en- 

forceit. The only course of the gentleman was to submit a 
motion for the House to decide. : : 

Mr. RUSSELL. There are in the House, and in their seats, 
several gentiemen who have not responded to the call of the 
Cugrx, and I nnderstand that they will not. Now, whether the 
votes of these gentlemen will or will not change the result, I 
will not inquire. Ionly wish toinquire whether the rule is to 
be enforced, and I now ask the SPEAKER to have the names of 
the gentlemen who declined voting, called. 

The SPEAKER said that the only way for the gentleman to 
accomplish his object was to designate the names of the gentle- 
man who were in their seats, and declined voting. 

Mr. RUSSELL said that he would do so; and first, he would 
name the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. JoHN Quincy 
Apams,]and ask that he be called on to vote. 

The SPEAKER. Ile has been called on to vote. 

Mr. PROFFIT. I move that he be compelled to vote. 

‘Much noise and confusion prevailing, 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia called on the Cuar to preserve 
order; and f g , 

The SPEAKER having succeeded in restoring order, 

Mr. RUSSELL assured the House that it was with no desire 
to embarrass its proceedings that he persisted in his motion. 
His object was to determine whether the rulesof the House 
were or were not to be regarded, and he w uld therefore ask 
the attention ofthe House while he read the 36th rule. Mr. R. 
then read the 36th rule, the substance of which is that when a 
question is taken, every member who is present in the hall 
shall vote on it, unless excused by the House. Mr.R. concluded 
by expressing the hope that the rule would be enforced. 

The SPEAKER asked the gentleman to submit a motion. 

Mr. RUSSELL then submitted a resoiution that Joun Quin- 
cy ApAMs, a member of this House from Massachusetts, and 
now in his seat, be required to vote on the question pending, be- 
fore the vote on the same is announced. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE and several other gentlemen rose at the 
same time, inquiring whether the resolution was in order at this 


time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland appealed to the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. RvssgLL]) to withdraw his resolution. He 
could see no good that could be affected by any attempt on the 
part of this House to enforce this particular rule when an indi- 
vidual refusing to vote was more responsible to the country than 
he was to the House. He hoped the gentleman would not em- 
barrass the proceedings of the Hones oy persisting in this mo- 
tion, and in which, if 1t prevailed, the House might be foiled in 
attempting to carry it out. 

As the decision of the Honse on this question could not be 
altered even by adding in the votes of the few who had 
not voted, he hoped the gentleman would not deem it necessary 
to persist in his motion. It was, he thought, a delicate matter 
to attempt to compel gentlemen to vote on questions in regard 
to which they entertained conscientious scruples. He voted 
himself under great doubts; and he for one would rather have 
subjected himself to the censures of this Houee than to the cen- 
sures of his conscience, had he entertained the scruples that he 
understood these gentlemen did. This was a question in rela- 
tion to which any conscientious man might avoid voting on, for 
as the report stated that the gentlemen named in it had receiv- 
ed the greatest number of lawful votes, they might well hesi- 
tate about voting against it. He himself believed that the re- 
port stated the facts incorrectly, and therefore had voted against 
he amendment. He could see no possible good in attempting 
to enforce the rules, when it was obvious that such doubts were 
tentertained by the gentlemen who declined voting. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked it debate was in order. , 

The SPEAKER replied that it was. ` 

Mr PETRIKIN then moved to lay Mr. RussELL’gs resolu- 
tion on the table. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. RUSSELL. then modified his resolution, so as to read in 
substance as follows: 

Resolved, That the House do refuse to excuse Jonn Q. 
ADAMS, Jonn W. ALLEN, and EDWARD STANLY, (and one 
other name not heard by the Reporter,) from voting on the 
question pending before the House, and that the CLERK call on 
these gentlemen to vote. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said it wasnot in order to offer a resolu- 
tion that the House will refuse to excuse gentlemen from voting 
who have not asked to be excused. It was also out of order to 
move a resolution after the yeas and nays had been taken, and 
before the result was announced by the Cuair. It was not in 
order to interpose any motion to delay the aununciation of the 
result of the vote that had been taken. When that result was 
announced, gentlemen might then, if they pleased, arraign 
those members who had been refractery, had refused 
vote, ` a en 
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Mr. CUSHING rose for the pu of cnfirming the point 
of onder made by the gentieman from Virginia, (Nr. Drom- 
eoois.) lt wasno: in order to move that the House refuse to 
excuse, gentlemen from voting who have not asked to beex- 
cused. 


The SPEAKER anid the modification of the gentleman from 
New York was not in order. 

Mr. RU: , ‘ 
that he rested on his original resolution. 

The SPEAKER then stated the question to be on the resolu- 
tion of the gentieman from New York, (M1. Ress LL.) 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE roæ to the same point of ordet on the re- ` 


solution that had been decided in the modification. It was not 
in order for the House to eatertain a motion after the yeas and 
nays bad been calle? and betore the result was announced. Be- 
sides, Mr. D. sari the House could not compel a gentleman to 
vote who declined yoring. 

The SPEAKER said that no compulsion was contemplated in 
the resolution, and that it was in order then to offer it, for that 
was the enly time at which u could be offered to have any ef- 
fect. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE appealed from the decision of the Cua m. 
The yeasand nays, he said, had just been taken, and before the 
result waa announced, they were called upon to take the yeas 
and nays again on another motion, and perhaps to be foilowed 
by a similar motion, should any gentleman refuse to vote. He 
implored the House to save them from such aa absurdity as 
thatof again taking the yeaa and nays before the result was an- 
nounced on the queation that been taken. Mr. D. then 
moved the previous question on the appeal, which having been 

and the previous question put and carried, 

Mr. RUSS demanded the yeas and nays on the main 


question on the appeal; which were ordered, and resulted, yeas : 


87, nays 103. : 

Se the decision of the Cnam being reverzed, 

The votes of the members, as they severally voted on the 
main question of Mr. Perrixis’s amendment, were called over 
by the Clerk, and 

The SPEAKER anneunced the result to be yeas 111, nays 91, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Asdersoa, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Buike, Sampsons H. Butler, William 
O. Butier, Byaum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, 
Votes, Gonner, Craig Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
Jom W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Droomgoole, Duncan, Earl, - 
map, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fioyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, 
Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Howard, Hubbard, 
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 


Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Medill, | 


Milter, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, 
Parmenter, Parris, Faynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ram- 
sey, Reynol is, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, James 
Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, ie parts Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweailter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. 
Thomas, Jacob ‘thompson, Turney, David D. Wagener, 
deat tes Weller, Wick, Henry Williams, and Worthing- 
ton—lll. 

NAYS—Messra. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, Barnard, 


Bell, Biddie, Bond, Botts, Brockway, William B. Campbell, ‘ 


Carter, Cajon, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Mark A. 
Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, 
Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dil- 
Jett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, James Garland, 
Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, William 8. Has- 
tinga, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, James, 
Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Wiliam Cost Johnson, Kempshall, 
King, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, Pope, Proffi', Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstal!, Simon- 
ton, Slade, Traman Smith, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Feter J. Wagner, 
Joho White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Wiliams, Christopher H. Williams, and Sherrod Wil- 
liame—91. . 

The amendment of Mr. Perarxin having been thus adopted 
the question recurred on the resolution as amended. 
Phas TURNEY called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 


The question was then taken by yeas and nays; but before the 
result was announced from the CHAIR, 

Mr. HABERSHAM, who was absent when his name was 
called, asked leave to have his vote recorded in the negative. 

Cries of no, no, not in order, from several. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman could not now vote, 
without the general consent of the House. 

Mr. HABERSHAM then moved to suspend the rules, inorder 
to admit a motion to allow him to vote. 

Mr. TURNEY inquired if the motion of the gentleman from 
Georgia was inorder. Ti was decided by the vote on the appeal 
taken by the gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. Dromeoous,} that 
no motion was in order after the yeas and pays had been taken, 
before the result was announced from the CHAIR. 

The SPEAKER said the motion of the gentleman from Geor- 

& was not in order, and then annou the result of the vote 
just taken, as—yeas 111, nays 80, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron 
Brown, AlbertG. Brown, Burke, Bampson H. Butler, Wm. O. 
Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, 
Conner, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John 
W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, 
Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Ham- 
mond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, John Hill of North Ca- 
rolioa, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Howard, Hubbard 


Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Caye Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, J. | 


JSELL then withdrew his modification, and. observed ' 


Steenrod, Swong, Sumter, | 


W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, 
Montgomery, 8. W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, 
Farris, Paynor, Petrikia, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramaey, Rey- 
nolda, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, omas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Tay- 
lor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Henry 
Williams, and Worthington—U t. 

NAYS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Andrews, Birnard, Bell, 
Biddle, Bond, Botts, Brockway, William B. Campbell, Carter, 


Chinn, Chitenden, Clark, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, | 


Corwin, Crabb, Cransion, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, 
Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Edwards, 
Everett, Fillmgre, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gates, Gen- 
try, Goggin, Goode. 


Hill of Virginia, Ogden Hoffman, Francis James, Daniel 
Jenifer, Charies Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, 


Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Morgan, Calvary Morris, | 


Nisbet, Osborne, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, 


E. Rogers, Russell, Saitonstall, Simonton, Storrs, Stuart, Talia- | 


ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, 
Peter J. Wagner, John White, Lewis Wilhams, J. L Wil- 
liams, and C. H. Williams—9&0. 


So the resolution, as amended by Mr. Perrixrn’s substitute, | 
was adopted; and Messrs. Dickerson, Vroom, KILLE, RYALL, ` 
fed to take their seats ag ` 

members of the Twenty-sixth Congress from the State of New | 


and Cooper were declared to be entit! 


Jersey, and that the Spzaxen, on their presenting themselves, 
qualify them as such. 

Mr. J. W. JONES called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE hoped his colleague weuld not press that 
motion, but that the House would, by universal consent, agree 
to receive the report of the minority of the Committee of E'ec- 
tions, and that both reports and testimony be printed. 

Mr. BOTTS said, asthe judgment of the House had been 
pronounced on the question of the New Jersey claimants, he 

oped that there was no objection to introducing the report of 


; the minority of the Committee ef Elections on that subject. 


There was no objeetion, but 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana demanded the yeas and nays. 
Gentiemen voted this morning against’receiving this{report; he 
now wished to see their names recorded in favor of receiving it. 

The SPEAKER said there was no objection. The consent 

was unanimous; and consequently there was no question upon 
which to call the yeas and nays. 
‘Mr. GARLAND insisted upon it that he had the rightto call 
the yeas and nays on the motion. Gentlemen had this morning re- 
bonded their names against recewing this report; but now, after 
having pronounced Judgment, they were willing to receive it. 
He wanted to see their votes now recorded in opposition to those 
in the morning. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE desired to know if it was in order to call 
the yeasand nays ona motion, which had been received by 
unanimons consent. 

The SPEAKER inquired of tbe gentleman from Louisiana, 
Mr. Gagiaxnp, whether he objectedto the reception of the re- 


rt. 

Ponte. GARLAND said he did not object; but he wished to 
have the yeas and naysen its reception. 

Mr. W. B. CALHOUN said he would object to the reception 
ofthe report. lt had been suppressed to day; and, therefore, he 
wished it to go forth tothe world asa suppressed report. He 
entreated his friend from Virginia [Mr. Borrs]} to withdraw his 
motion. 

Mr. BOTTSsaid he could not consent todo so. This was 


, the very day, ofall others, that he wanted the question to be ta- 


ken. He wished it published aa a justification of his vote, 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved a suspension of the rules 
to permit the presentation ofthe report. 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion. Gentlemen are very willing now to let in thìs report, after 
they cave decided the question, but they refused to receive it 
this morning. ee i 

Mr. McCLELLAN inquired whether a motion to suspend the 
rules twice on the same day on the same question, was in order. 

The CHAIR said it was not in order. 

Much confusion now provainng in the halj, 

Mr. RAMSEY moved that the House adjourn; but subse- 
quently withdrew it. 

Mr. KEMBLE renewed the motion, and said hè would not 
withdraw it. . 

Mr. CRABB demanded the yeas and nays on the motion; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 95, nays 87. Accord- 
ingly, , 

The House adjourned, 


i WASHINGTON, March 10, 1840. 
GENTLEMEN: Please ingertin the Globe that Messrs. Harp 
and FLETCHER of Vermont, who would have voted on oppesite 
sides, were absent from the House on Tnesday by mutual 
agreement, and did not vote upon the different questions that 


were taken. 
Respectfully, J. FLETCHER. 
Messrs. BLAI and Rives. 
IN SENATE, 


Wreonespay, March 11, 1840. 


The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a report from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in compliance with 
u resolution of the 30ih December, containing ta- 
bular statements showing the amount of duties re- 
ceived, and the amount of drawbacks paid on the 
same, since 1833; which were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. f : 

Al so, resolutions of the Legislature of the Ter- 


Evans, | 


, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, ! 
William $. Hastings, Richard Hawes, Thomas Henry, John | 


ritory of Florida, asking admission into the Union, 
and depreeating any division of said Territory; 
which were referred to the Select Committee on the 
Florida Territory. 

Alo, a petition from Thomas Quantril, asking a 
pension; which was referred to the Committee ony 
Pensions. 

FUGITIVES FROM JUSTICE. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the following resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Georgia: 

The Federal Constitution having been framed partially with 
a view to regulate the constitutional intercourse between the 
sovereign Sates that ordained it, and having conferred all tho 


powers necessary and proper Yor carrying its provisions into 
full effect upon a Congress of the United States, it is incum- 


; bent on that body, by its legislation, to secure the several States 


in the enjoyment of their constitutional rights. Not the least 
important stipulation in that compact is, that “a” person 
charged with treason, felony, or other crime, who shail flee 


| from justice and be found in another State, shall, on demand of 
| the Executive auihority of the State from which he fled, to be 


delivered up to be removed to the State having jurisdiction of 
the crime. 

Douhtless the past legislation on this subject has been predi- 
cated upon the presumption that each State having, in the 
pledged faith of alı the others, a sufficient guarantee, nothing 
more was requisite than te prescribe the forms which should 


| give authenticity to the demand; doubtless, too, in the time 


which gave birth to the Constitution, whilst the Union was 
young and her Revolutionary associations fresh and warm, thia 
presumption found its warrant in the mutual fidelity which 
premptly responded to all Executive demands. To this gene- 
ration has been reserved the humiliating spectacle of a sovereign 
State making herself a city of refuge for fugitive felons from 
her sister confederates, Two such cases of recent occurrence 
demonstrate the utter inefficiency of the existing laws for car- 
rying intoeff. ct the provision of the Constitution. They, more- 
over, clearly indicate the cause of this inefficiency. Those 
laws are dependent for their execution upon the mere will of 
the Executive officers of the several States, who neither are 
nor can be made responsible to the General Government. If, 
then, it be correctly assumed that the Federal Legislature is 
bound to make ample provision for the contemplated exigency, 
and if experience has proved that reliance on State authorities 
is delusive, the question occurs whether there be any other 
mode which gives fairer promise of security? May not the ab- 
ject he accomplished by employing in that service officers ap- 
pointed by, and responsible to, the Federal Government? Inas- 
much as that Government has employed in every State of the 
Union competent judicial and ministerial officers, it is believed 
that this duty, enjoined by the highest obligation, and intimate- 
ly connected with the harmony and perpetuity ofthe Union, may 
be appropriately and efficiently performed through their instru- 
mentality. There would seem tobe a peculiat fitness in pro- 
viding thatthe aid which she is bound to afford to the State ju- 
diciaries, should result from the action of her own judiciary. 
The procesa would be simple, and the agents directiy responsi- 
ble tothe power whence the laws to be executed emanate. 

Be it therefore resolved, That the statutes of the United 
States enacted to carry into effect the latter clause of the second 
section of the fourth article of the Constitution are wholly in. 
adequate to the object. ; ' l 

Beitfurther resolved, That, in the opinion of this General 

Assembly, those statutes shouid be so amended as, lst, to au- 
thorize the demand in the cases contemplated to be made upor 
the Circuit Judge of the United States having jurisdiction in the 
State wherein such fugitive may be found; 2d, to require that 
such judge, upon sueh demand being made in due form of law, 
shall issue his warrant to be directed to the Marshal of the 
United States inthe Stnte wherein such fugitive may be requir- 
ing his arrest and delivery ta the agent duly authorized to re- 
ceive him who shall be named in such warrant; 3d, to require 
each marshal, to whom any such warrant shall be delivered, 
forthwith to execute the same. 
_ Beit further resolved, That our Senators in Congrees be 
instructed, and our Representatives be requested, to have the 
act of Congress, passed on the 12th of February, 1793, to carry 
into effect the second section of the fourth article of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, so amended as to make it ob- 
ligatory on the said district Judge to surrender any person who 
may be found in any State or Territory, and who is charged, in 
any other State or Territory, with the commission of any act 
which is conetituted a crime by the laws of said State or Ter- 
ritory, where he isso charged, to the Executive authority of 
the State or Territory where the offence is alleged to have been 
committed. 

Beit further resolved, That his Excellency the Governor ba 
requested to forward to our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress copies of the above preamble and resolutions, with a 
request that they endeavor to procure such amendments of the 
statutes in question, as in their judgment will be best calculated 
RORT. M. ECHOLS, 

President of the Senate. 


JOSEPH DAY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
a EE Seara 
AE CHARLES J. McDONALD, Governor. 
Mr. LUMPKIN said: Mr. President, I must 
ask the indulgence of the £enate, while T submit a 
few remarks in connection with the. subject of the 
resolutions that have just been read by the Seare- 
tary of the Senate. These resolutions have received 
the sanction of a majority of both branches of. the 
Legislature of Georgia, as well as the assent of the 
Governor of the State. They therefore possess 


to affect the desired object. 


Attest: Davin J. BAILEY. 
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all the requisite forms of legislation required by the 
Constitution of the State that I in part represent, to 
entitle them to my h'ghest respect and considera- 
tion. Moreover, I am instructed by these reso!u- 
tions to sustain the views of the Legislature, as 
therein peinted out and saggested. 

In order, Mr. President, that the Senate and the 
people of the United States may clearly understand 
the pending controversy between the two States— 
Georgia ard Maine—I deem it important that a his- 
tory of the facis and circumstances connected with 
the case should be briefly presented. They are as 
follows: 


In May, 1837, a man slave by the name of 
Atticus, the property of James Sagurs and Henry 
Sagurs, citizens of the city of Savannah, and county 
of Chatham, in the State of Georgia, was conveyed to 


the State of Maine, by Daniel Phi'breok and Ed- 


ward Killeran, citizens cf the State of Maine, being 
master and mate of the vessel on board of which 
said slave was conveyed; which vessel was known 
by the name of the schooner Boston, and which had 
recently been in the port of Savannah. On the 16th 
of June, in the same year, Janes Sagurs, one of 
the owners of said slave, complained on oath be- 
fore a magistrate of Chatham county, that Da- 
niel Philbrook and Edward Killeran ‘did, on or 
about the 4th day of May last, feloniously enveigle, 
take, steal, and carry away, without the limits of 
the State of Georgia,” the slave Atticus; that the 
said Daniel Philbrook and Edward Killeran have 
been guilty, as the deponent is informed and be- 
lieves, of a felony under the laws of this State; and 

“that since the commission of said felony, the said 

Philbrook and Killeran have fled from this State, 

and are, as he believes, at this time, within the 

limits of the State of Maine, in the United States.” 


Whereupon a warrant for the apprehension of 
Philbrook and Killeran was issued by the magis- 
trate before whom the information was made. On 
the same day, the officer charged with its execution, 
made a return that they were not to be found in the 
county of Chatham. And on the 21st of the same 
month, the then Governor of the State of 
Georgia, William Schley, made a demand 
upon Robert P. Dunlap, then Governor of the State 
of Maine, of Philbrook and Killeran, as fugitives 
from the justice of the laws of Georgia, charged 
with feloniously inve'gling, stealing, taking and 
carrying away the slave Atticus, and transmit- 
ted, with his demand, a copy of the affidavit and 
warrant, and the return, doly authenticated. On 
the 16h of August of the same year, Governor 
Dunlap addressed to Governor Schley a communi- 
cation, in which he declined to cause the arrest of 
Philbrook and Killeran. 


In December, 1837, the Legislature of Georgia 
adopted resolutions declaring the refasal of the Go- 
vernor of Maine to surrender Philbrook and Kil- 
leran, dangerous to the rights of the peop'e of 
Georgia, and directly and clearly in violation of 
the plain letter and spirit of the Constitation of the 
United States. That the State of Georgia came a 
party to the Federal Constitution no less for the 
better protection of her own than the common 
rights and interests of all, and that when these ends 
are defeated, she is released from the obligations 
of that compact, and it has become her right and 
her duty to provide protection for her people in her 
own way. That when an indictment shou'd be 
found against Philbrovk and Killeran, the 
Executive be requested to renew the de- 
mand for their arrest; and -if the demand 
be again refused by the Executive of Maine, 
that a copy of its resolutions be transmitted to 
the Executive of each State of the Union, to be 
laid before their respective Legislatures; that a 
copy be transmitted to the President of the United 
States, and to the Senators and Representatives of 
Georgia, in Congress, to be submitted to that body; 
and if the Legislature of Maine, at its next session 
after these resolutions shall have been forwarded 
by the Executive of that State, neglect to redress 
the g'ievance complained of, then the Executive 

of Georgia shall announce the same by prociama- 
tion, and call a convention of the people, to take 
into consideration the state of the Commonwealth 
of Georgia, and to devise the course of her future 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


policy, and provide all necessary safeguards for the " 


protection of her rights of her people. 

On the 7thof February, 1833, an indictment 
charging Philbrook and Killeran with larceny, in 
feloniously inveigling, stating, taking, and carrying 
away the stave Atticus, was found by the grand 
jury of Chatham county; and on the 27th of April 
following, Governor Gilmer, the successor of Gov. 
Schley, made upon - Gov. Kent, the successor of 
Gov. Duulap, the demand requested by the Legis- 
lature of Georgia, and accompanied the demand 
with a copy of the indictment found, and the pro- 
ceedings on which it was founded, duly authenti- 
cated. On the 25th of June following, Governor 
Kent declined to order the arrest and surrender re- 
quired by the authorites of Georgia. 

On the 19th of August, 1839, Governor G:lmer 
addressed a communication to Governor Fairfield, 
the successor of Governor Kent, requesting to be 
informed of the action of the Legislature of Maire 
on the subject of the resolutions of Georgia, and 
received for answer the proceedings of the Legis- 
lature of Maine, declaring it inexpedient to legis- 
late on the subject, as it is exclusively within the 


province of the Executive Department. The second | 
clause of the second section of the fourth article of | 


the Constitution of the United States provides, 
“That a person charged in any State with treason, 
felony, or other crime, who shall flee from justice, 


is materially wrong I believe, Mr. President, 
there was some diversity of opinion in one branch 
of the Legislature which passed these resolutions. 
Those who opposed their passage, were unwilling 
to bring the subject before the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States. They preferred seeking redress by 
State legislation, relying at once upon the reserved 
rights and sovereignty of the State to protect its c'ti- 
zens from all such agzre:sions as that com plained 
of in the case now uncer consideration. And I 
consider it my duty, sir, to state, upon the present 
occasion, that I entertain no doubt of the constitu- 
tional right, power, and expediency, of the States of 
this Union protecting their own citizens In their pro- 
perty of every description; and in every case where 
the rights of property are not constitutionally pro- 
tected by the Federal Government, then the duty 
of affording the proper protection to the citizen, 
devolves on the States. And, sir, I am not 
mistaken when I assure you that this right 
of the State is fully admitted and recog- 
nised by that portion of the Legislature 
of Georgia, who passed these resolutions, as fully 
as fully as by those who were opposed to their pas- 
sage. The patriotic object of the Legislature in 
the passage of these resolutions, 1s, if practicable, to 


| avoid further controversy and conflict with a sister 


` State—to avoid all measures that may be calcu- 
- lated to weaken the bonds of the Federal Union. 


and be found in another State, shall, on the demand . 


of the Executive authority of the State from waich | 


he fled, be delivered up to be removed to the State 
having jurisdiction of the crime.” 

Moreover, the act of Congress of 1793 declares, 
“that whenever the Executive authority of any 
State in the Union, or either of the Territories, 
northwest or south of the river Ohio, shall demand 
any person, asa fugitive from justice, of the Exe- 
cutive authority of any such State or Territory, to 
which such person shall have fled, and shall more- 
over produce the copy of an indictment found, or 
an afhdavit made before a magistrate of any State 
or Territory as aforesaid, charging the person so 
demanded with having committed treason, felony, 
or other crime, certified as authentic by the Go- 
vernor, or Chief Magistrate.of the State or Territory 
from which the person so charged fled, it shail 
be the duty of the Executive authority of 
such State or Terr:tory to which such per- 
son shall have fied, to cause him or 
her to be arrested and surrendered, and 
notice of the arrest to be given to the Execu- 
tive authority making the demand, or to the agent 
of such authority appointed to receive the fugitive, 
and to cause the fugitive to be delivered to such 
agent when heshall appear. And further,sir. By 
the penal code of Georgia, “simple larceny is the 
felonious taking and carrying away the personal 
goods of another;”? and the same code provides, 
that “any person or persons who shall felcniously 
take and carry away a slave, shal be. punished by 
imprisonment and hard labor in the penitentiary, 
for any time not less than three years, and not 
longer than seven year.” 

Thus, sir, I have given a brief statement of the 
principal facts connected with this case, up to the 
meeting of the Legislature of Georgia, which 
passed the resolutions now presented to the Senate. 
And I must be permitted to say, that I entertain no 
doubt of these simple facts being amply sufficient 
to jus'ify and vindicate the prudence, the justice, 
and patriotism, of every step taken by the authori- 
ties of Georgia in connection with this matter. If 
a more ample vindication of the proceedings of 
Georgia be sought for, it may be found in an atten- 
tive perasal of the correspondence of the Go- 
vernors of the two States on this subject, which I 
will herewith present, I feel confident, sir, that no 
Senator in this hall could rise from a full investiga- 
tion of this subject, without a settled conviction of 
the spirit of justice, forbearance, and patriotism, of 
the State of Georgia, in connection with this con- 
troversy. 

Iam aware, sir, that the moderation and for- 
bearance of Georgia in this case, has been censured 
and reproached by some. But, sir, forbearance 
and magnanimity become those who are conscious 
that they contend for nothing but what is strictly 
right, and will ultimately submit to nothing which 


Therefore this subject has been submitted to the 
deliberation and wisdom of Corgress. I forbear 
the expression of any opinion at this time, as to the 
expediency and constitutionality of further legisla- 
tion by Congress on this subject. It is a subject 
which demands the most grave consideration. It 
is a subject involving questions of the greatest im- 
portance to the peace and harmony of this Union. 
Therefore, if any thing can with propriety be done 
by Congress, to aid in the avoidance of sach con- 
troversies as the one now under consideration, 
what may be properly done ought to be done with- 
out unnecessary delay. 

If this Federal Government has no constitutional 
right to interpose efficiently in preventing these con- 
flicts between the authorities of the Statest then 
the States must of necessity and right ask for them- 
selves. 


I will again repeat, sir, that I presume that una- 
nimity of feeling and opinion pervades the breasts 
of all parties and classes in Georgia, in regard to 
the constitutional right of the State, to legislate 
efficiently in proteciing our slave property from 
such aggressions as the one complained of in the pre- 
sent case. Itis true, these resolutions, as I am in- 
formed, were opposed in their passage by some of 
the gentlemen, who call themselves State Rights 
men; and be it far from me to deny to them the 
right of their selection of aname. But suffer me, 
sir, to assure you and the Senate that those who 
passed the resolutions on your table, are no less 
backwacd in defending State Rights, than those who 
are known by thatname. There is no party in 
Georgia opposea to State Rights. We are ail in 
favor of a strict construction of the Constitution 
of the United Sta‘es. This Government is con- 
sidered by all to te a Government of enumerated 
powers. The principle, that it can exercise only 
the powers granted to it by the Constitution, is 
now universally admitted by all parties in Georgia. 
Though the application of these principles, has pro- 
duced, will occasionally produce, conflicting opi- 
nions and views, and will probably continue to do so 
as long as our system of Government exists 
I take it to be a settled principle in the State of 
Georgia, agreed to by all parties, that those sub- 
jects of legislation which are not enumeiated in the 
surrender to the General Government, remain sub- 
ject to State legislation and regulation; and it fol- 
lows, of course, that the sovereignty of the States 


| over all subjects, not having been abridged, im- 


paired, or altered by the Constitution of the United 
States, is as perfect, fall, and complete as if the 
Constitution of the United States had never been 
adopted. Each State now, as before the adoption 
of the Federal Constitution, is a single sovereign 
power, a nation over wuom no external power can 
operate, whose jurisdiction is necessarily exclusive 
and absolute within its own boundaries, and sus- 
ceptible of no limitation not imposed by itself, by a 
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constitutional grant of power to the Federal Uuion. 
The original jurisdiction of the S-ate adheres 10 its 
territory as a portion of its sovereignty not yet 
given away, or subject to the grant of power in the 
Federal Constitution, and may therefore be num- 
bered with the residuary powers which remain in 
the State. But, sir, having expressed the opinion 
that the S:a’e bas the constitutional right to 
protect the property of her citizens, suffer me 
to remark, in support of tbat opinion, 
that the history of the adoption of the articles of 
confederation, aswell as that of the adoption of 
the Constitution of the United Sta’es, affords de- 
monstration, that the people of the several States, 
however desirous to form a Confederation, Union, 
or General Government, were never willing fora 
moment, under any circumstances, to confide toa 
General Government the con'rol or manegement 
of their separate and internal policy. The great2:t 
fear of granting the power of taxation to the Fed2- 
ral Government, did not arise so much from a fear 
of taxa‘ion i'self, as that the power might be used 
as a pretext for interfering with their internal af- 
fairs. 
It was indipensable, however, to the efficiency of 
any Federal Government, that it shculd have the 
power of regulating foreign’commerce, and beiween 
the States, by laws of uniform operation through- 
out the United States, yet it was considered at the 
time one of the most delicate subjects that could 
be touched, on account of the difficulty of imposing 
restraints upon the extension of such power, to mat- 
ters not directly appertaining to commercial regula- 
tion. This cautioas spirit may be p'ainly seen in the 
guarded language of the Constitution, in the grant 
of the power of taxation, and the regulation o? 
commerce, which give them in the most expres 
terms, yet in such as admit of no extension to oth- 
er subjects of legislation, which are not included in 
the enameration of powers. Congress, while li- 
mited to the objects of taxation defined in the Con- 
stitution, may not expect to come into collision with 
State laws; but the power to regulate commerce is 
admitted to be a subject of great difficulty, owing 
to the peculiar situation of our country, and form of 
our political institutions. In other nations it is only 
of two descriptions, foreign and domestic; in a con- 
federate Government we necessarily have a third— 
that is, commerce between the constituent members 
of the confederacy. And in the United States, 
there was a fourth which was carried on with the 
numerous Indian tribes whe, at the formation of 
the Federal Constitution, occupied a vast portien of 
the territory. Each description of commerce re- 
cognised in the Constitution of the United States, is, 
from its natare, distinct from the other, in the 
mede of conducting it, the subjects of operation, 
and its regulation. é 
Let it be kept in mind that the States have never 
surrendered their rights to regulate internal com- 
merce, within their own boundaries. The grant 
given to the Federal Government is confined ‘to 
regulate. commerce with foreign nations, and 
among the several States, and with the Indian 
tribes;” which necessarily restricts the term, com- 
merce to that which concerns more than one; and 
the enumeration of the particular cases to which 
the power was to be extended, presupposes some- 
thing to which it does not extend. 


_ Therefore, the right of the States to pass inspec- 

tion, quarantine, and health Jaws of every descrip- 
tion, has never been surrendered to the Federal 
Government, nor can the exerc’se of such a right 
be questioned upon sound constitutional principles. 
No general power over these objects having been 
granted to Congress, consequently they remain sub- 
ject to State legislation. The quarantine, health, 
and inspection laws of the States, have very proper- 
ly, in most cases, have been made to operate di- 
rectly on the subjects of commeroe—the ship, the 
cargo, the crew and passengers, are brought within 
the operation of these State laws. 

On the very same principle by which a State 
may prevent the introduction of infec'ed persons, 
or goods, and articles dangerous to the persons and 
property of its citizens, it may exclude paupers, 
incendiaries, vicious, dishonest, and corrupt persons, 
such as may endanger the morals, health, or pro- 
perty of its people. This whole subject is neces- 


sarily connected with the internal police of a State, 
no item of which has, to any extent, been delegated 
to Congress, and every branch of which has been 
excepted to the prohibitioas on the States, and is of 
course included in the reserved rights and powers of 
the States. In the remarks which I have sabmitted, 
Mr. Presidert, I should not do justice to myself, or 
to Judge Baldwin, of the Supreme berch, were I 
not here to acknowledge my indebtedness to that 
able jurist and sound expositor of coustitutional 
law, for having published his views upon the Con- 
stitation of the United States, from which work I 
have derived much aid in the formation and ex- 
pression of the opinions which I have presented to 
the Senate on this occasion. The judicial deci- 
sions of Judge Ba'dwin, it is believed, will go to 
sustain the doctrines which I have advanced. 

It only remains for me to ask that these resolu- 
tions, together with the correspondence which I 
have refe,.ed to, may be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said that he hid not rise to op- 

pose any 2:7 on which might be desired by the 
State of Georgia upon these resolutions, either by 
Congress or by that State, but to state some facts 
as he understood them, in addition to the state- 
ment of the Senator from Georgia. As he under- 
steod the question between Georgia and Maine, 
it had no relation to the right of Georgia to make 
such laws, and to execute them within her own 
limits, as might appear to that State just and pro- 
per, but to the question whe‘her or not the persons 
charged were fugitives from justice. Ashe under- 
stoed the facts, the persons sought to be delivered 
up to Georgia were the master and mate of a coast- 
ing vessel belonging to Maine, who had, in the 
usual course of their business, delivered a cargo 
at Savannah, and ieceived a return cargo, and, in 
the usual course of business, left that port on their 
return to Maine; thet, after being one or two days 
on their voyage homeward, a noise was heard in 
the forepart of the vessel, and, upon examination, 
the slave in question was discovered, and the cap- 
tain pursued his voyage homeward, and upon his 
arrival at Thomaston, in Maine, where the vessel 
belonged, he was met by the owner, or agents of 
the owner of the slave, who, without warant or 
other p:ocess, took the slave into custody, and re- 
turned him to the owner in Georgia. 

Under such circumstances the demand upon the 
Governor of Maine was made and repeated, for 
the delivery of Philbrook and Killeran as fugitives 
from justice. The Governor of Maine, not deem- 
ing them, under the peculiar circumstances of the 
case, to be fugitives from jastice according to the 
true construction of the Constitution and laws upon 
that subject, had declined to deliver up those per- 
sons to be transpor‘ed to Georgia upon the demand 
of the Governor of thatState. While the Gover- 
nor of Maine had duties to perferm to sister States, 
he had also duties to perform to the citizens of his 
own State; and it should be known that the persons 
charged were men of small means, and illy able to 
bear the expense and sacrifices incident to their re- 
moval to Georgia, and carrying with them, as wit- 
nesses, all the crew of the vessel in which the 
slave was found, which would be indispensa- 
ble to establish their innocence and obtain an 
acquittal upon their trial. It was under 
such circumstances that the Governor of Maine 
had dec!ined to deliver up the persons demanded 
by the Governor of Georgia; and can it be said 
that,in so doing, he has disregarded his official 
duty? If, however, further legislation upon this 
delicate subject can have a tendency to define 
and sender the duties of the Governors of the seve- 
ral States more clear and certain than they nov 
are, he could have no objection to its being 
done; and hence he had no objection to the refer- 
ence of the resoludions as asked by the Senator 
from Georgia. 

After some very eloquent and animated remarks 
of Mr. CUTHBERT, and Mr. LUMPKIN, in 
reply, . 


The motion of Mr. L. to refer the resolu- 


tions to the Committee on the Judiciary, and to - 


print, was agreed to. "i 

Mr. HENDERSON presented a memorial from the Legisla- 
ture of Mississippi, saking me reduction ef the fees of the offi- 
cers of the United States Court in that State to the standard es- 


tablished in the State courts; which was referred te the Com- 

mittee on the Judiciary. 7 woe 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from citizens of 
Pennsylvania, askin; br the improvement of the navigation of 
Alleghany river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Dauphin county, Pennayl- 
vania, asking an increase of duties on foreign silk; which was 
referred te the Committee on Finance. 

Alan, a memorial from E. Léttell, embracing a plan for the 
absorption of the banking capital of the country, without injury 
to the community; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, a memorial remonstratirg against bloodhounds; which 
was laid en the table. 

_Mr. WHITE presented a memorial from{citizens of Wiscon- 
sin, asking for the improvement of Fox and Wisconsin rivers, 
and to construct a military road from Fort Howard to Fert 
Crawford, and to make Green Bay a port of entry; which was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented a memorial from the members of the 
bar of thé Wes.ern District of Tennessee, asking for the holding 
of another term of the United States Court for that district; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALL presented a memorial from citizens of New Jer- 
sey, in relation to a general bankrupt law; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a petition from Conrad Wa- 
ters, for a pension;§which was referred to the Committee en 
Pensions. 

Also, a memoria! from citizens of Albany, against admitting 
Florida into the Union, unless slavery is abolis! ed; the motion 
to receive whic’ was laid on the table. 8 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of citizens of thu 
Parish of R. pides, Louis:ana, asking a mail route on the Mis- 
sissippi and Red rivera, as high as Alexandria or Natchito- 
ches; which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office, 
and Poai@Ro: da. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of A. C. Hollinger, asking 
remuneration for services; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 3: 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of John Barnard, 
administrator on the estate of John Barclay Flemming, late pur- 
ser in the navy; which was referred to the Commiltee on Na- 
val Affairs. 2 = 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the memorial of citizens of 
Washington, remonstrating inst the surrender of the United 
States stock to the State of Maryland; which was referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. E 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from citizens of Wash- 
ington, asking Congress to take such measuresas will compel the 
banks of the District to fulfil their obligations to the public, by a 
resumption of specie payments; which was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. , . i 

Mr. WA from the Committee on ‘the Judicary, reported 

A bill supplemental to an act entitled an act to abolish impri- 
sonment for debt in certain cases, p.czed Feb. 24, 1839; 

Also, a bill to enable the United States to discharge liens and 
incumbrances on any real estate which now is or hereafter 
may become the property of the United States; 

Also, @ bill to regulate the legal proceedings, and to provide 
for the more speedy trial af cases in the Circuit Courts of the 
United States for the district of Michigan; i 
which were severally read, and ordered to a second reading, 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. BENTON, was 


taken u ang azopted, X Bi 
Mr. KNIGHT, after some preparatory remarks, in opposition 
to§the propositions of [Mr. CaLmoun, en the effects of the 
protective policy, submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of bringing in a bill declaring 
that the act of March, 1833, releasing from duty bleached a 
unbleached linens, table linens, linen napkins, and linen cam- 
brica; and worsted stuffgoods, shawls, and other manufactures 
of silk, or of which silk isa component part, of chief value, 
coming from this side of the Cape of Good Hepe, except sow- 
ing silk, shali not be so construed as to include umbrellas and 
arasols. : 
P Mr. CALHOUN replied to the remarks of Mr. KNIGHT, and 
the resolution (being one of inguiry merely,) was agreed to. 
Mr. SOUTHARD submitted ollowing. | 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War inform the Senate 
what is the present state of the difficulties which have existed, 
and the arrangements made, or attempted to be made, between 
the Government and :the Cherokee people; and that he 
Communicate to the Sene'e the papers, documents, and 
written communications -which have between the 
War Department and its ‘agents, and the said Cherokees and 
their chiefs, together with wach additional infornsation as he 
may have received since hie veport on the subject. 

The dill for the reliefof John P. Bispham was considered in 
Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed. 
The bills ordered to be engrossed yesterday were ecverally 

read a third time, and A . 
_The Senate proceeded to the consideration of Executive bu- 


siness, 
And then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weronespay, March 11, 1840. 

Mr. RUSSELL rose w a correction of the journal. The 
proposition he moved on yesterday was, that the gentlemen 
from Massachusetts (Mr. ADAMS) be “required” to vote. The 
word “compelled,” I find, is used in the record. He wished to 
correct it in this particular. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he understood distinctly that the 
word “compelied” was in the resolution, and he asked at the 
time by what process the House would compel a member to 
vote. He had no objection, however, to the amendment. 

After a few words from Mr. R. the question was taken, 
the journal was emended as indicated above. 

The SPEAKER called the committees for reports; when 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, from the Committee of 
Elections, made a report from that committee, embracing 
the testimony before it, with its journal of proceedings, in rela- 
non to the vew Jersey disputed election, accompanied by & re- 
solution, as follows: 4 A 

Resolved, That the papers enumerated in the Torong mer 
and the jeurnal of the Committee of Elections in Patani hg 
sey cas comprising its pode up to ’ 
printed for the use of the House and the ec 


Mr. R. GARLAND moved toamend the resolution to print, 
go as to include some additional evidence, which had been re- 
ceived since the former report of the committee had been 


made. 

Nr. CAMPBELL felt himself called upon to say that the re- 
port and papers now moved to be printed by the committee, 
contained ali the testimony and ali the statements of the parties 
which hed been laid hefore the committee previeus to the adop- 
tion of the report. He thought, inasmuch as the other pape: 
which the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. GarLaND] propose 
to have presented, were never before the committec, it would 
be very irregular todo 0, and especially as the question to 
which they relaied, bad not been reported on by the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. C. inqnired of the Cuar whether it was in order to amend 


The CHAIR replied that it was in order to amend, as pe 
by the gentleman from Louisiana, but that it would be 


in order so to amend as to cali upon the committee for other | 


tesimeny. 

Mr. R. GARLAND then proposed to amend the resolution 
by adding thereto the following: 

“and that said committee be instructed te report 
denos haa to it on the 6th instant, and that the same be 


n 
P'o as to include in the motion to print; the evidence recently 
received, and which had been referred to the committee on 


Friday. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired ifthe chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elections (Mr. CAMPRBLL) whether he had reported 
to the House this evidence which ıt is proposed to print; and 
whether it is not a part of evidence thatig now being taken 
for the purpose of purging the polls; and upon which the 
committee hive yet to report under the resolution of the 


House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL replied that it had not been reported by the 
committee; and was a part of the evidence they have yet to act 
upon, with the view to determine the ulumate right to seats. 
It was not a part of the testimony on which the committee had 
decided the prima facie right to the return. 

Mr. BOTTS begged leave to state that since the testimony 
waa taken, there been a meeting of the committee, called 
expressly for the purpose of considering it, and it refused to do 
so. He understood that this committee was discharged from 
the further consideration of the New Jersey question until such 
time as they should makeapplication for their seats. He would 
vote that every particle of this evidence should be published. 
He did hope that the amendment would prevail, and that the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing bat the truth, should go to 
the country. i 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut did not understand that there 
was any neceæity for the House making an order on the sub- 
ject. 1f ho was not mistaken, the House had already authorized 
the committee to publish all the papers which it might see fit 
to have published. He wished to throw no obstacle in the 
way of printing, if it was thought necessary and proper to 
print. At one stage of this question, it had been his desire that 
all the papers and testimony should be printed, and laid befere 
the House, toenable it to act understandiagty on the question 
which was decided on yesterday. Since the question had been 
decided before the testimony was printed, he had become totally 
indifferent whether it be now printed or not. The Houee 
should understand that there was connected with the report 
of the majority of the committee only a part of the testimony, 
viz: somuch of it asthe chairman might deem material in or- 
der to support the report; and now the chairman had moved to 
print the residue. In this way the whole of the testimony would 
come before the House; a part of it connected with the report, 
and a partnot. No portion of this latter part of the evidence 
had been read in the House or printed, but the House had been 
brought up tothe question without a single man knowing what 
the testimony did contaia. Now, after a decision had been had 
in the dark, and the proof had not even been read, it was pro- 
pose} to print it; and to what purpose? A considerable portion 
of the proof was referred to in the report of the majority, anda 
considerable portion of what was now proposed to be printed 
had been rejected by thecommittee, as would appear from their 
journal, on the ground of defect in the time of notice. As tothe 
new depositions alluded to in the amendment of the gentleman 
from Louisiana, it was merely a substitute for what had been 
before defective in form. Mr. 8. said he had no objection to the 
printing, provided the testimony and journal were to be printed 
entire; but he claimed that the bundle of testimony recently 
referred to the committee by the House should be printed along 
with the rest. : ; f i 7 . 

Mr. RIVES observed that the minds of gentlemen, it seemed, 
had undergone a very great change within a day or two past. 
He hoped that it would be recollected by the Mouse that more 
than a fortnight ago, he made the proposition that all. the pa- 
pere ọn this question should be printed for the use of the mem- 

re of the House. , He made this proposition a fortnight 
ago, after having. informed the gentlemen associated with him 
on the committee of his intention of doing so, having failed to 
get the motion winch he made in the committee carried, to in- 
straci their chairman to move for the printing of these papers. 
This was refueed. He went further. He made a mouon to 
print, in the absence ofthe parties, who had gone on to New Jer- 
sey to take testimony, in pursuance of thé resolution ofthe com- 
mittee tho teshimooy 1 t had been taken, in order that it might 

in 
might act with a full understanding of the subject, when the 
time limited by the eommittes should expire. This was also 
refused. He hoped the House would recollect that a few days 
afterwards the chairman of the committee (Mr. CAMPBELL of 
South Carolina) made a proposition to have all the papers 
bearing on the case, ther with the report, printed. The 
chairman did not mop here. He also made a i oa fon to 
haye other papers printed—papers connected with the issue to 
be”tried by the House next April, when the parties return 
with the. evidence purging the polls: hat was the 
course of the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Smita] 
on this motion? What was the course of the Opposi 
tion generally? They refased the printing of these pa- 
s. Not one of these gentlemen thought proper to trust the 
chairman of the committee with sufficient ee to print his 
Feport, with the evidence that he had collected. It would also 
‘be recollected, that on Friday lest, in a becoming spirit of fair- 
ness, he sabmitteda motion to postpone the further considera- 
tion of this subject until Tuesday, making it the special order of 
the day, and w continue as such until di of; and, in the 
mean time, what farther did'he propose should be done? Why, 


the evi- | 


possession of every member of this House, and that they . 


arana ieem ama e 
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that all the evidence on both sides shouid be printed. What 
didthe gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Smr} do? Did he, 
and those gentlemen who, with him, were the advocates of the 
great powers of the certificate and seal of the Governor of New 
Jersey to return niembers to this House—did they accept this 
fair and reasonable proposition? No, sir; they refused it. 
There were a few exceptions, to be sure, but very few of the 
Opposition would go with him and his friends to have these 
papers printed, and therefore they could not get a vote of two- 
thirds, which was necessary to have it done. Although we had 
a majority, said Mr. R. we had not two-thirds, and consequent- 
iy could not get the printing ordered. He had been anxious 
from the beginning that all the facts in relation to this matter 
should be printed, so that the House might act understandingly, 
when it acted at all. But what was the course of gentlemen m 
the Opposition yesterday? His colleague [Mr. Botts} came for- 
ward with a proposition to let in the minority report, for the 
purpose of having it printed. This was betore the report of 
the majority was acted on, and after the printing ofit had been 
refused. Gentlemen Men proposed to have this minority re- 
port acted on, when they refused to print the report of the 
majority. 
hat did the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. R. GARLAND] 

propose todo now ? Up te this time, for two weeks had that 
gentleman been voting against the printing of these papers for 
the purpose of getting information on a subject on which they 
were to act immediately, and yet this morning be desired to 
have printed matters connected with the issue to be settled, per- 
haps, some two or three months hence. t 

Mr. R. GARLAND replied that he would hke the gentleman 
to show when he had voted against printing, save when the 
shameless proposition had been made by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, {Mr.C. Jonson.) to take the whole of the testimony 
out of the hards of the committee. 

Mr.RIVES continued. Itis very far from my intention to mis- 
represent any gentleman on this floor; and, if I am convinced 
that I do misrepresent, I retract what I have said Havel (asked | 


he) misrepresented the gentleman in saying that he refused to 
vote for a suspension of the rutes to print these papers? 

Mr. GARLAND said he had, when it was proposed to print 
only a partof the testimony, and such part ès might suit the 
views of the chairman of the committee. 

Mr. RIVES. Then I have not done the gentleman injustice. 

I have stated hie course correctly; and yet he comes torward 
with a proposition to print papers that never were before the 
committee, and to print papers on which no action is to take 
place, til! the parties return from New Jersey, after purging the 
polls. Can the gentleman complain about printing now? Can 
the House order these papers to be printed, without a disre- 
gard to its rules? Can it do so when the chairman of the com- 
mittee has told you that these papers were rot considered in 
committee, and were not, therefore, reper on? and this, too, 
in the abeence ofthe partieslitigant, who have gone on to New 
Jersey, under the authority of the committee, to collect coun: 
teracting testitnony? Did the gentleman desire to forestall 
public opinion in relation to the facts stated in these papers, 
when the adverse party isin New Jersey, taking testimony to 
counteract them? 


The BPEAKER requested the gentleman to suspend his re- 
marks while he informed the gentleman from Louisiana that 
bis motion was not in order while these papers Were in posses- 
sion of the committee. 

Mr. R. GARLAND. Then I will modify my motion so as 
to diecharge the committee from the further consideration of - 


the papers. f ‘ac i 
Mr. RIVES said the gentleman had no right to make a mo- 
tion of that kind at this time. 
Mr. GARLAND. Very well; then I will make it as soon as 
it shali be in order. 


Mr. RIVES continued. If it be the wish of gentlemen to re- 
cali the parties from New Jersey, and say that they will then 
try and determine this case on its merits with the evidence now 
in the possession of the House, then, said Mr. R. I will go with 
them. Mr. R. said he was desirous, with a majority of the 
committee that there should be a thorough investigation as to the 
legality of alt the votes that had been given. He desired to 
see not only who received a majority ofthe votes that are prima 
facie good, but he desired to see who received a majority of 
legal votes after the canvass. . He believed that under the laws 
of New Jersey, they were bound to receive as legal votes those 
votes which had been received as such by the officers of the 
State, legally constituted for that purpose. While gentlemen 
had abandoned the ground that they first took, that the House 
must receive the men who came with the Governor’s certifi- 
cates, because such certificates were issued by the Governor ofa 
State, aud raised a new issue some fifteen or six.een months 
after the eleetion had been held, he was willing to gratify them 
in it. That there was something wrong, he thought was evi- 
dent by this new issue being raised. That some illegal votes 
had been taken on both sides he had no doubt, because he did 
not believe there ever was a Congressional election in which 


_some illegal votes were not taken. 


Mr. EVERETT here called Mr. R. to order for wandering 
from the questions before the House. 

Mr. RIVES continued. : 

Did gentlemen, he asked, desire this evidence to be publish- 
ed? Did they desire evidence to be printed now, that was ap- 
plicable to the issue that was to come up hereafter, and that has 
not been acted on by the committee? To this he was opposed. 
He would inform his colleague, if he desired the report of 
the minority to be printed, if he would lay it on the 
table, he would consent to print it with the other papers. But 
he presumed that his colleague would not consent to that course} 
because when, yesterday, there was a general consent to re- 
ceive this report, and have it printed, there were objections 
made, not by one of the Administration party, but by one of 
those gentlemen who op the printing of the majority re- 


‘port. Mr. R. did not believe that the printing was moved by 


the gentleman from Louisiana was desirable at this time, for - 
the reason that the House had disposed of the question, having 
decided that certain of the claimants were elected by the people 
of New Jersey, and that they should occupy the seats to which 
they hada right. . His colleague [Mr. Borts] was mistaken in 
one thing in relation to what was done yesterday. That gentle- 
man supposed that the question was finally settled, and that the 
contestors must make a new issue. Such was not the decision 
of the House , It was expressly reserved in the resolution that 
was adopted, that the parties litigant should continue to take 
testimony, for the purpose of purging the polls. Such was ex- 


-pressiy his intention in voting for the resolution. 


The SPEAKER here called Mr. R. to order for wandering 
from the question before the House. ; . 

Mr. R. said he wanted to show, in relation to this matter of 
printing, thata majority of the House was in favor of it from 
the beginning, but owing to the constitution of the body, they 
had failed in doing i, in consequence of the course of the 
Opposition, who had thus forced them to acton the subject 
previous to printing the papers. He had had advantages 
which others did not possess, of examinining all this testimony, 
and he was therefore fully satisfied with what he had done. _ 

Mr. R. GARLAND then moved to modify his motion, by in- 
serting the words, “and a!so the evidence referred to the com- 
mittee on the 6th instant, and that said committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the same ull after it 


is printed. ` i 
fie. DROMGOOLE raised the question of order, whether it 
was competent for the gentleman to move the printing of pa- 
pers not before the House, and pending a proposition to print 
papers that were before the House. ae 

The SPEAKER suggested to the gentleman from Louisiana, 
that he could accomplish his object, by moving to discharge 
the committee from the further consideration of the testimony. 

Mr. R. GARLAND here modified his motion accordingly. 

Mr. GARLAND said the gentleman from Virginia endea- 
vored to make the impression that we wished to suppress the 
publication of the testimony. Such whs not the fact. He was 
opposed at that time, because it was forestalling the question. 
Mr. G. denounced the course the House had pursued in taking 
the subject out of the hands of the committee, after they had 
sent the contestante home to take testimony. That was the 
reason that he and the party with which he acted, objected then 
to publishing the testimony. He then, as now, believed it a di 
rect violation ofthe orde ofthe House referiing the subject 
tothe committee. Then itwas that he and others refused to 
have nny offit printed. The chairman representing a majo- 
rity of the cominittee, did not come before the House with all 
the evidence; and as a proof of that fact, he made reference to 
the report this day presented by the chairman. 

Mr. CAMPBELL rose to explain. The gentleman ‘rom Lou- 
isiana (he said) stated that the chairman of the committee came 
before the House, when he made his report, with only a part of 
the testimony. Mr. C, said he would inform the gentleman 
that the committee acted in strict conformity with the resolution 

of the Bih ultimo That resolution directed the committee to 
report with regard to a certain fact, and to report also al! the 
testimony connected with that fact. ‘This was exactly what the 
cemmittee did, and it was in strict conformity with the resolu- 
tion of the 28th ultimo. 

Mr. R. GARLAND aiill contended that all the testimony, at 
the time he objected to the printing, was not reported to the 
House; and, in support of that opinion, referred to the report 
made this morning. He did object to the printing, on the 
grounds before stated, until the whole of the evidence was re- 
ported. Je was now in favor of having the whole of it print- 
ed, with the additional testimony since referred to the com- 
mittee. : 

Mr. MEDILL said that he would answer the gentleman from 
Louisiana, ifhe would give way a moment for that purpose. 
The committee had acted in strict conformity with the resolu- 
tion ofthe House. They had kept back noihing, but desired 
that the journal of- their proceedings, with all the testimony, 
should be printed, and go to the public. The resolution of the 
Wh ult. as will be recollected, imposed two distinct duties on 
the committee—to report which five of the ten individuals 
claiming seats from New Jersey received the greatest number 
oflawful votes from the whole State, with all the evidence of 
that fact in their possession; and, ALSO, to report such papers, 
and so much of their proceedings as they wished to have 
printed by order of the House. 

The House evidently contemplated separate reports. The 
committee, on determining which persons received a plurality 
of votes, as required todo by the resolution, directed their 
chairman to report the same to the House, accompanied with 
all such testimony as tended to establish that fact, and also to 
present to the House the journal of their proceedings, with all 
the papers and testimony in possession of the committee, and 
ask that the same be printed. It was not proper tt at the re- 
port, showing which persons had received a plurality of votes, 
should be burdened with the journal and certain other papers, 
which, in the opinion of the committee, were irrelevant to that 
issue. Even ifmistaken in their opinion of what was relevant, 
in this particular no injustice or inconvenience could have re- 
sulted. Jt would have all been before the Houge for such fur- 
ther action as was deemed advisable and proper. 

After submitting the report, the chairman asked him to pre- 
sent the journal and other papers, and being denied the privi- 
lege, moved a suspension of the rules, which was negatived by 
the votes of the gentleman and his friends. A member of the 
committee (Mr. Rives] even moved to postpone the considera- 
tion of the resolution admitting the persons having a majority 
of the votes to their seats, toa day certain, that all the papers 
might be printed and Jaid before the House, and this was also 
rejected, chiefly by the same gentlemen. It willbe seen, then 
with what propriety it is contended that the chairman decline 
presenting the whole testimony. The course adopted was in 
atrict conformity with the order of the House. 

Mr. R. GARLAND asked if the committee took into conside- 
ration all the testimony which showed who had a majority of 
the lawful votes. He inferred that it did not. 

Mr. CAMPBELL replied thatthe committee had -considered 
all the testimony necessary to establish the prima facie right 
to seats. 

Mr. R. GARLAND still contended that the committee had 
based their reporton the certificate of the Secretary of State, 
without reference to the. testimony, which went to show that 
there were illegal votes included in the aggregate in that certi- 
ficate. There was no other conclusion from the course of 
things, but that the committee had acted on the certificate alone, 
He then complained that, after the question had been set- 
tled, it wasnow proposed to have all the testimony printed. 
Gentlemen might take their owncourse about it; but since 
the subject had been taken out of the hands of the committee. 

-he hoped the whole would be printed. ` 


Mr. JENIFER obtained the floor, and occupied the remain. 
der of the morning hour in comm nting on the proceedings of 
thecommitee. He denounced them as highly censurable, In 
the course of his remarks, he was frequently corrected by 
Messrs. RIVES and MEDILL, members ofthe committee, asto 
matters of fact. [Mr.J’s remarks were so indistinctly heard by the 
Reporters, that they have concluded not to publish a synopsis of 
them; and have withheld the replies of the other two gentle- 


men until such time as Mr. J. shall furnish them, when the 
whole will be published.) 

The debate Lies here interrupted by Mr. J. W. JONES, who 
called for the orders of the day- i 

Mr. GRAVES ros for the purpose of getting the consent of 
the House, before passing to the orders, to permit him to reply ' 
to the reference which had been made to him in the course of | 
the above debate. 4 ý ; 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina objected. The gentle. 
man had not been referred to in any manner which rendered it 
necessary for him to make an explanation. 

The question was then taken on the motion to pass to the or- 
ders, and agreed to—ayes 102, noes not counted. | 
Mr. JENIFER inquired of the Cam whether he lost his 
right w the floor for to-morrow morning? | 
l 
{ 


The CHAIR replied in the negative. 

The SPEAKER then announced that the business before the 

House was the bill making appropriation to complete the re- 
moval of the raft of the Red river, and for other purposes, on 
which was pending three motions, viz: to refer, Ist, to the 
Committee on Rvads and Canals; 2d, to the Committee on Com- 
merce; and 3d, to the Committee of Ways and Means. with 
the following instructions, moved by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, Mr. Hippie, to inquire and report to the House as 
follows: 

1. Whether the advance of money by the Bank of Arkansas, 
which it is one of the objects of this bill to reimburse, was not 
made with full koswiedge thatthe agent of the United States 
who effected the loan was acting in defiance of positive in- 
structions from his superiors, as well as in the face of a known 
refusal by Congress to appropriate money to the work. 

2. Whether the estimate on which the bill is founded was 
not made by the said agent prior to the closing up of the raft in 
August last; and whether any satisfactory data exist for com- 
puting the probable cost of removing the present impediments 
to navigation. 

3. Whether the sum appropriated by this bill is called for in 
the estimates accompanying the President's message. \ 
4. Whether the bill isnot of such a character that it ought to 

have originated in this House. : ; 

The question being successively put on referring the bill to 


the Committee on Roada and Canals, en Commerce, and of | 


_ Ways and Means, it was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. z 
The question then being on the instructions, - 
Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and nays on them; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 130, nays 37. 
So the instructions were adopted. 
Various Senate bills lying on the SpEAKER’s table were taken 
up, read twice, and appropriately referred. 
IN ENDENT TREASURY BILL, 
The act to provide for the collecting, safe-keeping, and dis. 
b iraement of the public revenue, coming up on its reference, it 
was read twice, when | 
. JONES moved to refer it to the Committee of 
d Means; and ` 
HITE of Kentucky moved to commit it to the Com- 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
on this proposition, Me. W. remarked, he proposed to | 
sybmit a few observations. Ie said he would limit himeelf 
ainly to the isolated question of reference—reserving whatever 
we mizht desire to say upon the general merits of the bill, when 
it should come up for discussion in the Committee of the | 
Whole. He asked what solid objection there was to the propo- 
attiun of reference to the Committee of the Whole upon the ‘| 
mate of the Union? He could not perceive any. Is it pro- | 
t 


posed to take away from the Committee of Ways and Means 
any of its appropriate and ordinary duties? He did not so un- 
derstand it. He was not disposed to innovate upon the esta- 
btished order of business, or withhoid from the Committee of 
Ways and Means any mattersor propoattiona that legitimately | 
belongs to that committee. i 
Mr. W. remarked, that whilst he was ready to aid in seeur- | 
ing to all the standing committees their just rights, he was 
not incl ned quietly to siti by and see the ent're business ofthe | 
nation swept into the arms of the standing commiitees. Mr. | 
W. said it would be recollectet that the principal standing 
committees were emphatically Executive Committees. A de- 
cided majority of the members of said committees selected, 
because of the acknowledged approval of the great and leading 
measures of the Adminisiration. Of this, he would not stop to 
complain—perhape st was right it shouldbe s0; but the exist- 
ence ofgsuch a fact certainly, authorized a rigid restriction‘of 
sad committees to their proper and legitumate duties. Mr. W. 
said the very vbject and exclusive purpose of standing comit- 
tees was to take charge ofthe uaua] and ordinary business of 
this House. ile observed that, according to well settled par- 
liamentary practice and according to the uniform usage in le- 
gisiation in this body, until within a very few years past, all 
propositions ofan extraordinary character, all matters of great 
concernment, to speak in parliamentary language, anda espe- 
cially a measure like the one now under consideration, involv- 
ing n +t simply the revenues—the finances of the Government; 
but effecting for weal or woe, for good or evil, the currency, 
commerce. agriculture, manufactures, and every ramification 
ef business of this entire country, peculiarly demand to be re- 
ferred, debats], and matured in the Committee of the Whole 
upon: the state of he Union. 
_ But again, said Mr. W. if none of the reasons urged existed 
in favor of bis proposed reference of this bill, convenience and 
expediency recommend the preference of his proposition. It 
is well known toevery member of the House, that the standing 
comunittees have quite as much business of the ordinary charac- 
ter as they are able to discharge; and especially the Committee 
of Ways and Means, the regular duties of which are onerous 
in theextreme. Mr. W., asked if there was any thing new or 
unusual in the proposition he had made? He contended there 
was nol; so far from it, any other reference, he insisted, would 
be a departure from the established usage of this House, from 
the beginning of the Government to the opening of this Admi- 
nistration. He said if the journals of this House were ex- 
amined, it would be ‘ound that at two periods in the history of 
this country—if not in all respects similar, certainly in very 
‘many things similar to the present—the magnitude of the 
Crisis was considered so great, and the measures of redresa 30 
weighty, that special committees were raised, asa matter of 
course, without opposition, chosen from the first talenta of the : 
House, to whom were referred the Propositions of the nature | 
now pro to be referred to the standing Committee of | 
Wayagnd Means. Inthe year 1791, when the finances ef this | 
Government were greatly embarrasiedethe currency depre. 


“Committeeof Finance in the Senate, peculiarly an Executive 
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ciated—commerce suspended—public and private credit great- 
ly depressed—this course was adopted. In 1814-15, a crisis 
very similar to the present, the same course was puraued 
by this House in each successive year? And was it su 
ordered at those periods, asked Mr. Warre, because of 
any distrust of the want of intelligence or financial ability in 
the members of the standing committees of those days? ` No, 
sir; go and read the names of the distinguished individuals who 
composed the standing committees of Ways and Means at the 
perioos alluded to; and there is no circle of preamess that can 

> drawn around the present chairman and his associates upon 
said committees, from which they could justly be excluded. 
He said this, not by way of invidious comparison, but to repu- 
diate the idea that it would reflect any disparagement either 
upon the intelligence or integrity of the present Committee of 
Waysand Means to make the reference proposed. Mr. W. 
said he did not controvert, that, at the called session of ’37, the 
topica now proposed to be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, were referred to the standing 
Committee of Waygand Means, and that the precedent then 
set had been followed since that period. Yet, he contended, 
the precedent was a departure from the established usage of le- 
gislation in this House, and nothing, in his judgment, but the 
peculiar” circumstances of the case, would have carried its 
adoption. 

He said it would be recollected, no business of an ordinary 
character was acted upon during that session; nothing but the 
“grave and weig!ity matters,” for which that extraordinary 
Congress was culled; and so far from the fact that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means having bad charge of the mat'ers 
contained in this bill at the called session, being an argument in 
favor of a similar reference now, to his mind it was a vital ob- 
jection. 

The majority of that committee now now entertain the same 
sentiments with the majority at the special session, who re- 
ported upon the propositions contained in this bill. The bill | 
now before the House is, in substance, the same bill reported 
then. This bill (eaid Mr. W.) had been manufactured by the 


Committee, hurried through that body, he would say 
Cif it would not subject him to be called to order) 
with unexampled haste, effect purposes not of the 
the most patriotic character. Ywhy, then, he asked, go through 
the idle formality of referring this DiN to the Commttee of Ways 
and Means, if immediate action is intended upen it? Why 
has the honorable chairman permitted it te slumber upon 
your table for six long weeks, without an effort even to call 
1! up—to have it referred or printed? Is it intimated that the 
committee propose to make any alteration in said bill? 


cross a T, or dot an I? No such purpose is avowed. Why, | 


then, this circuitous proposition, of reference to the Commit- 
tee uf Ways and Neans} If speedy action be the wish of 
the friends of this measure, why not let the bill go directly 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
where it will be open to amendment and for discussion? 
Were the friends of this measure waiting for political contin- 


gencies? Were they waiting for a prosperous commercial re- [| 


vulsion? Were they waiting to shape the features of this bill 
as poliiical expediency may dictate, some weeks or months 
hence? Mr. W. said he knew very weil all such objects or 
intentions would be repudiated and scouted with a flourish of 
trumpets, with a holy horror. Bnt will not the country leok 
to the actions of gentlemen, rather than their declarations? 
Are there any elections to take place in the course of a few 
weeks, the result of which might make it advisable for the 
good of the country, and if not for the good of the country, for 
the safely of the Administration, to let this bill sleep in the 
arms of the Committee of Ways anı! Means the sleep of death? 
or, if passed, passed with radical modificaticns? ł 

If the friends of this meası re sincerely deeire its passage, 
why delay? why procrastinate? The Administration have an 
undisputed majority in both Houses. If this bill be the political 
panacea that its friends profess it is, in the name of high Hea- 
ven, why delay the remedy for one hour? Is the patient not 
sufficiently afflicted? Is not the disease universal, commencing 
here at the centre, paralyzing the Government revenues, ex- 
tending to every brauch of business, affecting every class of 
society, the merchant, manufacturer, mechanic, and farmer, 
leaving not a green spot of prosperity upon the broad map of 
this country, to rest the wearied eye from scenes of distress and 
suffering? If this bill be the grand specific, the infallible re- 
medy, why not administer it at once? Having the undisputed 
power to pass it forthwith, why keep a suffering people any 
longerin a state of cruel suspense? Are we not told by the 
President, in his annual message, that the “continued agitation 
of this question injuriously affecte the business of the country?” 
Sir, (said Mr. W.) if it is to pass, let it pass, and pass quickly, 
—with all its blessings, if its advocates are right—with al] its 
miseries, if its opponents are not deceived. 

But, Mr. Speaker, (said Mr. W.) I promised, in the beginning 
of my remarks. not to go into the merits of this bill. He 
wonld redeem his promise, and conclude, with the hope that the 
proposition of reference, moved by him, would be sustained by 
the House. 

Mr. RHETT would merely call the attention of the House 
to the purposes for which the Committee of Ways and Means 
was constituted, Mr, R.then read from the rules of the House 
the following rule: 

“Itshall he the duty of the Committee of Ways and Means to 
take into consideration all reports of the Treasury Department, 
and all such propositions relative to the revenue as may be re- 
ferred to them by the House.” 

Now the gentleman had said very correctly that this sut-ject 
was of great importance to the whole country. This, though 
true, was only so in reference to the manner in which the reve- 
nue shail be collected and disbursed—a subject which at all 
times belonged to the Committee of Ways and Means. In con- 
formity with this view, all bills affecting the revenue had come 
from the Commitiee of Waysand Means. So also in relation 
te banks. which had the custody of the public revenue. 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky said the gentieman was mistaken; 
the last bill for the charter of the Bank of the United States came 
from the Senate. 

Mr. RHETT stood corrected. The Bank charter of 1816 did, 
he believed, come from the Committee of Ways and Means; 
but in this he might be mistaken— he was not particular. But 
whether it was so or not, he submitted to the gentleman if the 
Committee of Waysand Means had not the subject under con- 
sideration. When it came from th- Senate it was sent to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. This was not the ease with 
regard to this Dill, for the Committee of Ways and Meana had 3 
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Was there apy measure, 


4 


not yet had it under consideratios. 
he would ask, of great importance, that was not referred either 
to one of the standing committees, or to a select committee, 
before it was acted on in Committee of the Whole? Afier this 
bill should be examined by the Committee of Ways and M 
it would, as a matter of course, be taken up and folly discusse: 
in Committee of the Whole, This was his desire, and he also’ 
understood it to be the desire of the chairman ofthe Committee 
of Ways and Means. . 

Mr. EVERETT would inquire of the chairman of the 

- Committee of Ways and Means if there were appropriations in 
this bill which would render it necessary that it chould go to his 
_ committee. i 

Mr. JONES of Virginia considered that every bill of impor- 
tance should be referred to its appropriate standing committee 
before acting on it in the House. i 

Mr. EVERETT sait he wished to move instructions to the 
committee to amend this bi!l so as to cureit of some ofits most 
material defecia. All the bills on this subject, reported since 
1837, contain within themselves provisions under which the 
Sub-Treasury might be converted intoa bank of discount as 
well as a bank of circulation. The object, therefore, of his pro- 
posed instructions was, to test this question at the outset, and 
get the yeas and nays on 1t, which he feared he might not be able 
t» doat a subsequent stage of the proceedings. Every bill which 
had been reported on this subject gave the Treasury the power 
to transfer the moneys of the Government from one place to 
another, without pointing out the mode in which these transfera 
shall be made. It also gives the power to pay the pebts of the 


Government without pointing out how these debts shali be 
paid. All, then, that was necessary to convert this Sub-Trea- 


New Orleans, receive the securities of the individual in payment, 
and make this draft receivable in payment of duties, Then, in 
order to make it a bank of circulation, all that was necessary 
was that when a e¢reditor of the Gevernment wanted his money 
ata particular place, say at Philadelphia, pay him in ten dol- 
lar drafts. Mr. E. said he could not imagine that this bill was 
intended for the mere purpose of safe keeping the public re- 
venue, for the Government had no money tokeep,and he could not, 
therefore, conceive why the Adminisiration was so anxious for 
this measure, unless for ulterior objects. When there were no 
banks in the country for the merchants, the calculation of the 
Administration must be that the merchants must he dependent 
for their facilities on the Government. Then, (said Mr. E.) 
when you have got a bank of discount and circulation, and 
extenced undet a set of Government directors throughout the 
States of the Union, just look at the tremendous political power 
it will possess; when you can say who shall have loans and who 
shall not, who can measure the extent of the power. It wonld 
he in vain, then, to struggle against it. 

. Mr. E. in illustration of hisargument, referred to the history 
of a State bank in his own State. established, he said, in Demo 

cratic times. He wished to call the attention of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means to this subject, and ask 
him ifsuch would not be the effect if the Government was per- 
mitted to purchase drafts without any limitation. It was for 
the purpose of testing these questions that he submitted his mo- 
tion of instructions. Mr. E. then moved to instruct the cem- 
mittee to amend the bill by inserting the following provisions: 

“That whenever it shall be necessary to place moneys appro- 
priated at the disposal of any diebursing Officer, it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to cause a Treasury war- 
rant to be issued, directing the Treasurer, or Receiver General, 
or a Treasurer of the Mint, to place the sum required to the ` 
credi' ofsuch disbursing officer. eS : 

“That whenever it shall be necessary to transfer.money fiom 
the Treasurer, from a Receiver General, or Treasurer: af the 
Mint, to another Receiver General or Treasurex of the Mint, or 
from either to the Treasurer, in case it be inconvenient to make 
such transfer in specie, itshal! be the duty of the Secretary of 
the Treasury to cause transier drafts to be issued in sume not 
kss than one thousand dollars each, payable to the order of the 
Treasurer, Receiver General, or Treasurer of a Mint to whom 
the money is to be transferred, and to transmit the same tohim, 
who shal} cause. the same to he sold at his office -after three 
days’ publ c notice, forcash in hand only, and on euch gale he 
shall endoree upon such draft the day of such sale, the amount 
for which it was sol:', and the day on which it is made payable, 
which shall be after ten days, and within ninety days from its 
day of date; provided the sale shall be made at a greater dis- 
count than five per cent. 

“That all paymentsto the creditorsofthe the United States shall 
be made at the Treasury, or under the direction of the Secreta- 
ry ofthe Treasury, by drafts drawn upon such’ Receiver Gene- 

tal or Treasurer of one of said Mints, as the creditor shall de- 
signate, payabie tothe creditor at such day, afterten daysand 
within ninet days from date; and such drafte shali be for the 
entire sum found due and payable to such creditor, unless such 
sum shall exceed two thousand dollars, in which case it shall 
he lawful toiseue several drafts, provided that ho one of them 
shail be for a less 8m than one thousand dollars. And if any 
such trausfer draft or Treasury draft shall not be presented for 
payment, at the office at which it is payable by the day specified 
thereon for payment, the payment thereof shall be suspended 
for three months from the day on which it shail be presented. 
And if any transfer or other draft, presented for payment of 
the day on which it was made payable, orat the expiration af 
said three months, shall be protested for non-payment, it shall 
he the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, on the return of 
such transfer draft or Treasury draft, to cause the amount 
thereof, with ten per centum for damages, to be paid to the 
holder of such transfer draft or Treasury dratt. 2 f; 
. «And that said committee be further instructed to inquire and 


‘| gury into a bank of discount was simply to purchase a draft on 
| 
| 


ri his` 
Whole House. This looked very much like a fert to Tare is 


measure discussed inthe House. He had, 

enmity ta the Romane, vowed w% op- 
helio Migel hish ha deemed qo, hostile to, the jn eresia 
and liberties of the country: 
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propriation bills, and other important matters, had occupied the 
time of the committee, since its appointment, until within a 
short time past; and there being a great amount of other im- 
portant business before them, and having this bill on the 
Speakers table, it was supposed by him that there would 
have been but little delay in get.ing it before the House, that 
they could, in the meantime, attend to that business. They 
have not, until now, had aa oppoctunity to take (this bill up 
for reference. 
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Mr. VANDERPOEL said he would not have risen to par- 
ticipate in this discussion, had it not, on this and on former occa- 
sions, been insinuated here, that there was a disposition on the 
partof the feiends of the Administration to give the bill under 
consideration the “go by.” ‘The bill had, to be sure, laid upon 
the Spzaxer’s table for the last aix weeks or more; but this was 
the first ume it had ever been reached in the ordet ef business. 
He was glad that he had the opportunry of so telling the 
American people, for constant and innumerable were the in- 


quirtes addressed to him and others who were supposed to be Mr. WISE said, with the country in an unexampled state of 
friendly tothe bill, “Why is not the Sub-Treasury bill taken depression, there ought to have been no reason for the delay of 
up?” And now he would avail himself of the opporunity of the committee to consider and report a measure of relief. The 


committee hadnot even c:nsidered this great panecea for all 
theevila which now effect the people He conte wed that they 
should have had the subject under consideration without refer- 
ence to the bill on the Spsaxer’s table. This bill, waich had 
slip through the Senate, might have been concocted in 
the Executive chamber; and they should not have waited for 
it. He felt great anxiety to expedite the bill, and give the re- 
lief which the friends of the bill contend it will afford. The 
i in agony call for relief, and he trusted something would 
lone to 


saying, that it had not before been taken up and considered, be- 
cause it had not before been reached. e New Jersey ques- 
tion and other subjects had, according to the order of business 
as prescribed by our rules, had precedence of it. Let not gen- 
tlemen of the Opposition “lay the flattering unction to t eir 
souls,” that there is a disposition on the part of the friends of 
the Administration here to let this bill sleep the sleep of death. 
No: averse as he was to remain here during the torrid months 
of sammer, he would remain till September next, if such a 


sacrifice of personal comfort should prove necessary rantit. He would not at that time agree to discuss 
to procure parwage of this bill. Gentlemen of the bill with any one, but when the proper time came he would 
the ‘Opposition seemed impatient for the onset. They || be disposed to doso. The House was now just organized, and 
seemed to affect or feel a fear that they would not the Administration party have acquired their full majority, and 


have the opportunity of fulminating their anathemes against 
this bill. He implored them te be a little patient. He assured 
them that a chance would yet be afforded them to pour out 
aminn this great measure of reform oceans of those speeches 
which they supposed euch magical infiuence. The 
Democracy here understood too well, and felt too forcibly its 
duty, not to make every possible exertion in favor of this great 
principle of divorce between the Government and the banks, 
to permit the bill on the table to lie without prompt and deci- 
sive action. He led it as the great measure of the session, 
called for not less by the highest interests of the country, than 
by a majority of the American people. He feared not discus- 
mon. The measure had never suffered, it never would suffer, 
from discussion, as its past history abundantly proved; and he 
was not a little surprised that a conviction of this truth had not 
already so strongly seized the mind of gentlemen, asto weaken 
their confidence in their ability to make any thing by the fur- 
ther discussion of thie subject. To the ular mind, it had 

grown brighter from discussion. When first proposed, the 

people were frightened by the “gorgons and hydras,” 

held up to their vision by political orators, as like- 

ly to emanate from this measure. The senseless cry 

of ene currency forthe Government, and another currency 

for the people had, at ficat, had the effect of frightening many 

honest men, but had been #0 often and so triumphantly refuted, 

that he could hardly believe that it would now be deemed wor- 

thy of repetition here, When honorable gentlemen recollected 

that State after State had, under the first impulse of alarm cre- 

ated by this measure, broken away ‘rom the Administration; but 
that reason and discussion had brought most of them back to 
their first love, they could hardly imagine that, after the cheer- 
ing ex>reasion of that ‘sober second thought,” wi:ich had given 
usa majority on this floor contrary to the general expectation 
entertained a year ago, we would shriok from the further sop: 
port and prosecution of this great and ealutary measure. The 
people, at least that portion of the Je that elected that ma- 
jority, anxiously awaited the passage o this bill, and that majo- 
Tity would be recreant to its duty, if it did net struggle long and 
late, if need be, to secure its paseage. 

He would add another word or two upon the proposi- 
tions to commit the bill. One was to commit it to the 
Committe of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
the other to commit it to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
All admitted its great importance ; it contained many sec- 
tione involvingj new and, highly important provisions, and he 
had heard no gond reason urged against referring it to one of 
the standing committees of the House. Every bill from the 
Senate, however uninimportant its provisions, was usually 
referred to one of the standing committees, and why should 
there be a departure from our practice in reference ,to this 
gren measure. Standing:ıcommittees were created, because, 

rom the limited number that com them, were more com- 

petent to deliberate with care, to detect faults, and propose the 
necessary amendments, than wasa body of men Jarge as that 
here assembled. The very speech of the gentleman from 
Vermont (Mr. Evanert| showed the necessity of referring it to 
one of the standing committees of the House. He sees a huge 
Government bank lurking in some of its provisions. It was 
then Eaters proper that one of the standing committees of 
the House should look into it, and see whether it in truth con- 
tained auch a formidable monster. There was nothing, he ad- 
mitted, in the rales of the House which ex vi fermini brought 
it within the jurisdiction of the Committee of Ways and 
Means; but relating as it did to finance, it was, in 
reference to jt, the most apprepriate of all the standing 
committees. He (Mr. V.) was an humble member of that 
commitiee, and he wouldassure gentlemen, that so far as he was 
concerned, there would, if referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, be no unnecessary delay. His motto in regard to it, 
here and elsewhere, would be “ACTION, PROMPT, AND EFFICIENT 
ACTION.” 

Mr. WISE would ask his colleague if any bill on the subject 
of the Sub-Treasury had been reported by the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he woutd answer his colleague, 
that no bill had been reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means on this subject, for the reason that they had had this bill 
on the table for five or six weeks; and that he had been anxious 
every day since its reception to get it up, but had not, until naw, 
had an opportunity of doing so. He would ask permission of“ 
the House to say, in addition, that he would use his most ear- 
nest endeavors to obtain a speedy action on it in the Committee 
of the Whole, and to get it as speedily as possible before the 
House. He had hoped to receive the co-operation of gentle- 
men who were politically opposed to him, in the immediate re- 
ference of the bill, as by this means the action of the House on 

it would be hastened; and he very much regretted the motions 
Which pad been made, and which were likely to create a fur- 

r delay. wee, É 

Mr. WISE farther inquired of the chairman (Mr. Jones) 
whether the Committee of Ways and Means had any measure 
of its own under consideration in favor of the Sub- Treasury 


he and the country would hold them responsible for the passage 
of the Sub-Treasury, or some measure of relief He would 
say to his constituents and to the country, and now pledge him- 
self thatif the gentleman ftom New York [Mr. VANDERPOSL] 
would vote for the Sub-Treasury bill—the specie Sub-Treasary 
bill promised a duped people—he would vote fer it. He would 
rather lose his right arm than inflict his constituents with the 
eof this measure. He would not have dared to make 
the pledge if he thought the entleman and his party would 
meet him; but he had no fears that he would ever be called on to 
vote for such a bill. He threw out the challeage because he 
believed the Administration had no desire to pass a specie Sub- 
Treasury bill, such as had been promised. He suggested to the 
gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. Everstt,) the propriety of so 
modifying his instructions as not to make it imperative. 


Mr. EVERETT then modified hisameodment so ae to autho- 
rize the committea to inquire into the expediency of engrafiing 
jt on il. 


Mr. CRABB looked upon it as a perfect mockery to send this 
bill tothe Committee of Ways and Means, as there was not a 
member on this floor who had not come here with & perfect 
knowledge of the subject, and with his mind fully made up on 
it. His right to sit and speak here was more dependent on his 
decided and unequivocal opposition to this favorite measure of 
the Administration than to any merits of hisown. He was as 
ready now as he ever could be to speak his opposition to this 
bill, and every other bill ofa similar character, and he presumed 
every gen:leman was ready to do the same. f Why refer it to 
the Committee of Ways and Means? Was the object delay? 
Gentlemen pretended that the Opposition in this House had 
thrown obstructions in the way ofthis bill, as they have been ac- 
cused of doing with regard to every other. But gentlemen must 
recollect that we have an excuse. He hadsaid some time ago that 
it was thought necessaty by the Administration party that these 
five New Jersey membe:s should be voted in before the pas- 
sage of this bill. Yesterday the deed was done, and to-day 
this great measure. in which the Administration have pledged 
themselves, and with which its most distinguished members 
say that they are willing to sink or swim, should be taken up 
and discussed on its merits. I, for one, said Mr. C. say, if you 
pass it, pass it to-day, I wish to see its effects. It affected 
entire interests of the country, for there wos not an interest 
that would not be deeply injured by it. Let it go, then, to the 
Committee of the Whole, in which all the various important 
interests of the country are represented, and can speak of the 
injuries it will inflict on them. { The Committee of the Whole 
wasthe most appropriate for it. Let it be discussed there. 
Let the bill pass, and let the House adjourn, for, from pre- 
sent prospects, he foresaw that Congress could do nothing this 
session. Every question was made a party one; every ques- 
tion had reference to who ehould occupy the White House. 
He desired, for one, togohome. Let gentlemen unite with 
him in taking up this great measure, and they could soon do so. 


Mr. PETRIKIN said he did not rise to make a speech, but to 
make a motion to eave the time of the House and the country. 
Before making that motion, he would assign some reasons for 
the causes of the delay complained of b: the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. Crass] before him, and the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Wiss. } Mr. Speaker, we have been com pelled to 
sit bere, day after day and week after week, to hear gentlemen 
of the Opposition delivering speeches, not relevant to the merits 
of the questions befere the House for consideration, but endea- 
voringto make Harrison capital for the next Presidential elec- 
tion, and endeavoring to make the people believe Gen. Harri- 
son was that which he was not, nor never could be made—a 
hero, a statesman, and a phitosopher. You have also, Mr. 
Speaker. heard the gentleman and his Whig friends on thia 
fioor, day after day, complaining of the Democratic party cnt- 
ting off debate by the previous question, or, to use their own 
term, applying “the gor Jaw,” to prevent discussion and the 
freedom of debate. hy, sir, it was but a day or two since 
that I was personified as being obnoxious *o the charge of mov- 
ing this—to our loquacious Whigs—terrible gag law, or pre- 
vious question. It really does not appear vely consistent in 
thoge gentlemen whose daily avoeation it has been to ‘stave 
off” the business of the country and prevent its heing reached 
and considered, to get up now and complain of this or an 
other bill not being reached. 1 shall now (Mr. P. observed) 
conclude—and I have no doubt, in doing so, I shall disappoint 
some dozen of Whig oratore—by moving the previous ques- 
tion. 

_ The previous question receiveda second, and the main ques- 
ion was ordered to be taken. 
[0d the main question, being first on commitment to the 
committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, was then 
taken by yeas and nays, and decided as follows: yeas 77, nays 
So the motion was rejected. 

And the question recurring on the motion to commit to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, it was decided in the affirma- 
tive, without a division. 

‘i the bill was committed to the Committee of Ways and 
eans, 2 - 

- And the question then recurring on the instructions of Mr, 

EVERETT. 


? 


Mr. JONES replied in the negative, for the reason that the 
subject had not been brought to their attention. It would be 
recollected that more than a month had expired before the 

„House was organized, and the committee appointed, Theap. 


' 


Mr. PETRIKIN asked for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 81, nays 106. 

So the House refused to adopt the instructions. ; 

On motion of Mr. WISE, and by general consent, the bill was 
ordered to be printed. 2 

‘A number of other bills on the Speaker's table were put on 
thefirst and second reading, and were appropriately roferred. 

The bill providing for the removal of the location of the land 
office in the State of Mississippi; and ` 

The bill allowing further tìme to the Trustees of Centre Col- 
lege, at Danville, in Kentucky, to dispose of lands heretofore 
granted to the Deaf and Dumb Society; 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The bill heretofore introduced on leave, by Mr. BELL, to se- 
cure the fredom of elections, and to prevent the interference of 
Executive officers therin, coming up in its order, andthe ques- 
tion being “Shall the bill be rejected?” i 

Mr. BELL said he did not wish to detain the House at this 
time with any remarks; but he would say that he considered 
this bill of the utmost importance; of greater importance, In his 
judgment, (though, perhaps, he might view it with a partiality 
which other gentlemen did not feel,) than even the Sub-Trea- 
sury bill, And as an opportunity had thus been afforded to him 
of making 1emarks waich, under other circumstances, the 
acarcely could have ho ed to have had the privilege of making, 
andas he had wished that the bill might be discussed on both 
sides of the House, he hoped it would be the pleasure of the 
House that it should lie over until such time as the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Jongs) had had time to pass his Treasury 
note bill. 

Some conversation as to the order of business here took place 
between the SPEAKER and Mr. BELL, and the SPEAKER 
having decided that this bill would take precedence of al! bu- 
sinees of itsclass on the SPEAKER'S table, 

Mr. BELL said he would not then address the House, but con- 
sent to an adjournment; whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. MASON, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuvrspay, March 12, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitied a message frem the President of the 
United States in answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 4th 
of February, transir iting copies of correspondence between the 
Department of War and Governor Call concerning the war in 
Fiorida; which was Jaid onthe table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ANDERSON presented a memorial of Clements, Bryan 
and Companyj contractors with the Government for the supply 
of the emigraung Cherokees, prayin the passage of an act au- 
thuriizng the Secretary of War toa just and settle their claims 
upon just and equitable principles. | Mr. A explained at some 
length the merits of the claim, and it was referred to the Cum- 
mittee cn Claims. i 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial of citizens of Water- 
ville, Lucas county, Ohio, praying for a reduction of postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Poet Office and 
Post Roade. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of James W. Hale and 
Joseph Francia, praying theaid of Government to enable them 

to erect a peimanent life-boat station on Rockaway beach, for 
the relief of distressed vessels; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial of citizens of Washing- 
ton, praying that Congress may take such measures as will 
compel the banks chartered by them tof ulfil their obligations to 
the public, by a resumption of specie payments. 

T. A. said he wasnot personally acquainted with the citizens 

whose names were affixed to this memorial, but he was in- 
formed they were respectable men, and embraced members of 
both political parties. He asked that the memorial might be 
read, and ordered to be printed; which was agreed to. 
Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial of citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, praying for the improvement of the Alleghany river 
from Pittsburgh to Hamilton, in the State of New York; which 
was referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a memorial of citizens of New York, 
praying that certain duties paid on eilk twist may be refunded; 
which was referred to the Committee on Firance. 

Mr. D. also presented a memorial of citizens of Wisconsin, 

raying for the construction of certain military roads, for the 
Improvement ef the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and for esta- 
blishing a port of entry at Green Bay; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. D. also presented a memorial of C. B. Dickman; which 

was referred tothe Committee on Pensions. 
+ Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
which was referred the petition of John Scott, reported a bill for 
the relief of his legal representatives; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. i 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the bill to regulate the pay and emoluments 
of pursers in the navy, reporied the same with an amend- 
ment, and a report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, made an adverse re- 
port on the claim of Thomas B. Parsons; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, asked to be discharg- 
ed from the further consideration of the claim of Joseph Whip- 
ple; which was agreed to. 

Mr. FULTON, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave 
to bring in a bill in relation to donations of land to certain per- 
sons in the State of Arkansas; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

The motion submitted yesterday by Mr. SouTHARD was con- 
sidered and agreed to. i 
_ On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the bill regulating bank issues 
in the District of Columbia was taken up for the purpose of of- 
fering some amendments, d the bill, as amended, was ordered 
to be printed, and made thg'order of the day for to-morrow. 

NAVAL PREPARATIONS. 
n was taken up for consideration: 


the temporary and field works, and particular} 
hich are within the claimed limits of the Untied 


Mr. NORVELL rose and said, that he had submitted this re- 
olution, from a strong sense of duty. His firm conviction was, 
and hada long time been, that the period had arrived when pre- 

ations ofa military and naval character on oue side of our 
Surthern tronuer, ought t0 be met by cerrespondivg prepara- 
tions on the other site. While the British Government was 
amusing us with negoua'ion, as Philip amused the Athenians 
it was making quiet and steady progress In preparing for offen- 
sive and defensive operations, at all important points near the 
entire frontier of tte United States, from Maine to Lake Supe- 
rior. While England was active, we were slumbering at our 
s, unarmed, and without defence. It was time for us io 
awake from this dangerous repose. It was time for us to learn 
the whole extent of our hazardous situation. 

The late corresponence between the Secretary of State and 
the British Envoy, with the information which accompanied it, 
clearly showed that the British authorities had deviated trom 
the arrangement made by the Governors of Maine and New 
Brunswick. through the interposition of General Scott, de- 
epaiched to that quarter for that purpose by the President. The 
explanations of {the British Minister appeared to him to be 
evasive, perhaps unintentionally so. Heseemed to have avoided 
the true igsue—the violation of the arrangement to which he had 

justadverted. The Secretary of State, in his leuer to Mr. Fox, 
remarks: “That the extensive accemmodations prepared and 
preparing, at an old and at mew stations, the works finished, 
and ia thecourse of construction, on the lund and on the 
water, ate not in harmony with the assurance that the only ob- 
ject is the preservation of afew wnimportant buildings and 


sore-houses for the temporary protection of the number of | 


roops her Majesiy’a ordinary service can require to pass on the 
road from New Brunswick to Canada.” p 

And now, sir, what is the answer of the British Minister? 
After genera! declarations and disavowals on the subject of 
preparations, he adds: 

“The fact, shortly, is, and this is the essential point of the ar- 
gimeni, that her Majesty’s authorities have not as yet altered 
their state of preparation, or strengthened their military means 
within the disputed territory, with a view to seitling the ques- 
tion of the boundary, although the attitude assumed by the 
State of Maine, with the reference to that question, would bea 
clear justification of such measures; and itis much to be ap- 

reheaded that the adoption of such measures wiil sooner or 
fiter become indispensable, if the people of Maine be not com- 
pelled to desist from the extensive system of armed aggression 
which they are continuing to carry en in other parts of the 
game dispnted territory.” 

Now, sir, here is no disclaimer of the fact, that the etate of 

paration has not been altered; that the military means of 
the British have not been strengthened within the disputed ter- 
ritory. It is simply declared that this alteration has not been 
made; that these inilitary means have not been strengthened, 
“with a view losetiling the question of the boundary.” ‘The 
menace is thrown out, too, that the attitude of 
Maine may render such measures indispensable on 
the part of the British, with a view to that boundary question, 
if the people of that Siate be not compelled to desist from the 
armed aggressions which they continue to carry on within the 
disputed territory. The disclaimer of the minister goes to the 
motive, and not to the fact of increased military prepara- 
tions. 
And then, sir, do we not all know that a proposition on the 
part of our Government, for the settlement of the boundary 
question, by commissioners, has been before the Briush cabi- 
net for some seven or eight months, and that no satisfactory 
response has yet been received to that propozition? Was not 
this proof presumptive that delays and postponements had 
been purposely inter posed, until the means should be prepared 
for a coercive adjustment of the boundary question, on the 
terms which the British Government might preecribe? 

Again, sir: it had been stated, with what truth he could not 
tell, that the cabinet of st. James had written to its agents in 
Canada, that the passage from New Brunswick to Quebec 
ought to be, and must be, rendered open and free by either ami- 
cable or forcibie means. 

What did allthis indicate? Were theee preparations, these 
imputed declarations, intended to intimidate us into a submis- 
sion to the conditions of settling the boundary question, which 
might be presented to as by the adverse party? 

Along the whole line ef Lake Ontario, it ha! been stated that 
new military works were in the progresa of construction, and 
that the old works were in a course of being strenzthened. 
The military posts at Molden had also, as he had learned, been 
rendered stronger. White Wood island, which had been ma- 
ny gan ago most unfo: t mately ceded to the British, was, as he 
had been informed in letters, fortified, or about to he fortified. 
That island was in the river Detroit, near ite mouth; and, with 
a powerful battery, it would command the passage of both the 
American and British channels of the tiver, and lay the whole 
of the upper Lake country, with its important military posts, 
ius flourishing cities and vi'lages, at the mercy of an enemy. 
Military works were constructed, or constructing, at Sandwich 
an! Windsor, immediately opposite to Detroit; and that prospe- 
rous city could, from these works, in one hour, be Jaid in ashes. 
And what was the state of defensive military preparation on our 
side, in that quarter? Why, sir, we had not even the benefit of 
public barracks for the protection and accommodation of the 
miserable ekeletons of companies which were stationed there. 
The cummaniing officers were compeilei to rent a house at 
the water’s edge for their accommodation. Sir, the surrender 
of White Wood island to the British was a most unwise mea- 
sure iis acquisition by that Government showed its sagacious 
forecast, as its cession remonstrated our want of that quality, 
in amos fatal degtee. It onght never to have been given up. 
» Hehad been told that the British authorities were building 
One or two steam frigateson Lake Ontario and Lake Erie. Such 
a measure was a departure from the spirit of that arrange- 

ment by which the American and British navies were re- 
spectively reduced to one vessel on Lake Champlain, one on 
Lake Ontario, and two on Lake Erie and the upper lakes, not 
exceeding one hundred tons burden each, and each carrying 
butone gun. Were the steam frigates to ba of one hundred 
tons burden, and to carry but one cannon? Nobody could be- 
lieve it. In order that the ternis of the arrangement might be 
pabbdoar 8 hia he Sede cite a passage from the mes 
e o residen! nroe to Co 
beat aunject ngiees, in December, 1817, on 
“I have the satisfaction,” says the President, “to info 
that au arrangement, which had been commenced by my Sre: 
decessor, with the British Government, for the reduction of the 
naval force, by Great Britain and the United States, on the 
lakes, has beqa concluded; ty which it ia provided that neither 
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party shall keep in service on Lake Champlain more than one 
vessel; on Lake Ontario more than one; and on Lake Erie and 
the upper lakes more than two; to be armed each with one can- 
non only; and that ali the other armed vessels, of boih parties, 
of which an exact list is interchanged, shall be dismantled. It 
is also agreed that the force ietained shall be restricted in its 
duty to the internal purpeses of each party; and that the ar- 
rangement shall remain in force until six months shall have 
expired after notice given by one of the parties to the other, of 
its desire that it should terminate.” 

The object of the arrangement was, to save useless expense on 
both sides, and to prevent the danger of collision between their 
armed vessels, on those inland waters. 

The measuses adopted by the British Government, to which 


; he had thus briefly allueed—the large military forces collected in 
| her provinces—theaccumulation of works and materials for war 


on our Northern frontier—and the naval preparalons making 
on the lakes, imdressively admonished us of the dangers which 
were impending over us. He could not, representing, as he did, 
an exposed State, be anxious for war; but a crisis was, he ap- 
prehended, approaching, which would demand the most active 
exertion, the most vigilant preparation. At a't events, we ought 
to be in possession of every necessary information, to enable 
us to decide what was best to be done on our side. 
the spirit of argrandizemen! which animated the British Go- 
vernment, in all her policy. They wereat this moment extend. 
ing their military conquestsin the East; and the journals of the 


day informed us that they were negotiating for the purchase of | 


he Californias in the West. in the face of the solemn declaration 
of President Monroe in 1823, that the rights and interests of the 
United States required it to be made known to the world, ‘thatthe 
American continrnts were not thenceforth to be corsidered as 
subjects for future colonization by ary Europeon power.” 

The resolution, modified as below, at the suggestion of a 
dimtinguished Senator, a friend of the mover, was then 
agreed to: 

E Resolved, That the’ President of the United States be re- 
quested’to cause to be communicated to the Senate all the infor- 
mation that is posseseed by the Government, or can be conve- 
niently obtained, of the military and naval preparations of the 
English Government on the Northem frontier of the United 
States, from Lake Superiorto the Atlantic Ocean, distinguish- 
ing the permanent from the temporary and field works, and 
particularly noting those which are within the claimed limits 
of the United States. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The billto provide for the payment of damages sustained by 
individuals by the wars with Indian tribes since 1830, being the 
special order of the day, was takenup as in Committee of the 
Whole, and after a long discussion, in which Meaers TIUB- 
BARD, CLAY of Alabama, LUMPKIN and KING earnest! 
advocated the passage of the bill, and Messrs. WRIGHT, 
GRUNDY, and PRENTISS opposed it, its further considera- 
tion was postponed until Monday next, and the bill and amend- 
ments were ordered to be printed. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspay, March 12, 1840. 

Mr. CROSS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, represented to the House a memorial and 
accompanying documents frm the Cherokee In- 
dian delegation, which had been p-eviously re- 
ferred to that committee, for the purpose of having 
them printed; which was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished bu- 
siness bus ness of the morning hour to be the fol- 
lowing resolution, accompanying the report made 
by Mr. Campsetu of South Carolina, from the 
Committee of E’ec'ions: 

Mr. CAMPBELL, chairman of the Commitee 
of Elec ions, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the papers enumerated ia the 
foregoing list, and the journal cf the Committee of 
of E'ections in the New Jersey case, compr sing its 
proceedings up to the 5th instant, be printed for 
the use of the House and the committee. 

(This resolution covers all the testimony before 
the commi'tee at the time the report was made in 
relation to this subject.] 

Mr. R. GARLAND proposed to amend the reso- 
lution by adding thereto the following: 

“And that said commitiee te instiucted to re- 
port the evidence referred to it on the 6th instant, 
and that the same be printed.” 

Mr. JENIFER, who was entitled to the floor, 
stoke in coatinnation of h s remarks of yesterday. 
In the course of which, he gave way to 

Mr. FILLMORE, who made certain exp!ana- 
tions; during which much disoider and excitement 
existed threughout the hall, and several interme- 
mediate explanations were mace, and interrogato- 
ries propounded. 

Mr. JENIFER continued, and spoke with great 
acrimony, and impeacted the course of the commit- 
tee, the nature of which may he judged of by the re- 
sponse of the chairman, who interrupted him for 
that purpose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL observed, that he was indebt- 
ed to the courtesy of the gentleman from Mary- 
Jand (Mr. Jeniver] for the opportunity of corect- 
ing thus early the erroneous impression which the 
remarks just made by the getitleman from New 
York (Mr, Fi.nmogn] were calculated to produce, 


We all know | 
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but which he was satisfied the gentleman (Mr. F.] 
did not intend to leave on the minds of the mem- 
bers of this House. The impression to which he 
alluced was this: “that all the testimony in 
the possession of the Committee of Elections, 
previous to the report on the New Jersey 
election, had not been examined. So far from this 
being the case, he here avowed that all the testi- 
mony in relation to that case had been taken up, 
and not only the members of the committee, but 
the parties themselves, were heard in full upon 
every pat they were disposed to discuss: that the 
testimony was afterwards taken up in detail by the 
committee, and its competency decided upon by 
formal votes. 

(Mr. C. here gave way to Mr. Borrs, who ex- 
pressed his opinion in relation to the examination 
of a part of the tettimony.] 

Mr. C. resumed. Of the testimony thus exa- 
mined, a large portion was decided to be incompe- 
tent. All relating to the illegality of votes had 
been so decided, except only testimony impeaching 
about 12 or 13 votes. 

Did gentlemen complain that the committee 
would not consent to expose those who had re- 
ceived a minority of votes, but who claimed to 
have received the greatest number of legal votes, 
to the ridicule of parading this testimony in relation 
to twelve or thirteen votes, to set aside majorities 
ranging from thirty to near two hundred? 

Would it not have been a mere mockery—would 
it not have been gross injustice, while the parties 
under the authority of the committee, sancticned 
by the House, had gone to New Jersey to take testi- 
mony, to have proceeded in their abs nce totry this 
election upon its merits, upon testimony so imper- 
fect? Did gentlemen complain, because the com- 
mittee had not, in violation cf it pledge, pursued 
this coursc? A course which would have been 
utterly unwarrantable in reference to the per- 
mitted absence of the parties, and inconsistent 
with the proviso of the resulution of the 28ih 
ultimo. 

Jn speaking of the examination of testimony be- 
fore the committee, Mr. C. did not allude to the 
“mystericus sealed package” of which so much 
had been said. Tke depositions contained in 
that package were not in the possession of 
the committee for examination until after 
the report had been made, and they had 
been referred by the House. That this is the 
correct opinion, is manifest from the circumstance 
that the House thought it necessary to refer them 
by a formal vote. That this was the opinion of 
the gentleman from New York himself, (Mr. Fitt- 
more] was evident from the fact that he first voted 
to refer them, and afterwards moved a reconsidera- 
tion, to prevent their going to the committee. 

Mr. C. would further state, m relation to the 
examination of testimony, that after the passage of 
the resolution of the 28th ult. and before the adop- 
tion of the report, a gentleman of the committee 
had called for the reading of testinsony in posses- 
sion of the committee, and that, in compliance with 
eg call, all the papers were read that were called 

oF. 

Mr. C. had only risen for the purpose of cor- 
recting the impression which he thought the re- 
marks of the gentleman from New York were cal- 
cu.ated to produce. He was unwilliag that an im- 
pression shouid exist for a single day, tbat the com- 
mit ee had not considered all the testimony before 
il previous to making its report; and therefore it 
was that he had reques‘ed the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland to allow him the opportunity of this expla- 
nation in justification of the committee. 

Mr. JENIFER resumed his remarks for a short 
time, when 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the morn- 
ing bour having expired, the House agreed to 
pass to the orders of the day; before doing which, 
however, by permission, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications from the President of the 
United States; which were read, appropriately re- 
ferred, and ordered to be printed: 

W asnincrow, March 9, 1840. 


To the House of Representatives: = ; , 
] transmit f Congress, for their gonnderauon; 
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copics and transiatiins of a correspondence be- 
tween the Secretary of State and the Spanish Le- 
galion, growing cat of an application on the part 
of Spain fora reduction of tonnage du'y or her 
vessels in certain cases. 

By a Royal order i:sned on the 29th of April, 
1832, by the King of Spain, in consequence of a 
representation made to his Government by the Mi- 
ns‘erof the Uuited States against the discrimi- 


nating teanage duty then levied in the ports of | 


Spain upon American vessels, said duty was re- . 


tluc-d to one real de vellon, equal to five cents per 
ton, without reference to the place from whence 
the vessel came, being the same rate as paid 


by these of all other nations, including Spain. | 


By the act approved cn the 13th July, 1832, a 
correspending redaction of tonnage duty upon 
Spanish vessels in the ports of the United States 
was zuthorized, but confined to vessels coming 


from pcits in Spain; in consequence of which | 


said reduction has been applied to such Spanish 
vessels only as came directly from ports in the 
Spanish peninsula 

The application of the Spanish Government is 
for the extension of the provisions of the act to ves- 
sels coming from other places, and I sutmit for the 


consideratiun of Cougress whether the principle of | 


reciprocity would not justify it in regard to all ves- ` . or 
li Goverament would be sufficient to meet all its lia- 


sels own<d ia the Peninsula and its dependencies 
of the Balearic and Canary Islands, and coming 
from a!l p'aces other than from the Islands of Cuba, 


Porto Rico, and the Philippine; and the repayment | 


of sach duties as may have beea levied upon 

Spanish vessels of that class’ which have entered 

our ports since the act of 1832 went into operation. 
M. VAN BUREN. 


Wasuinxeton, March, 1840. 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
I lay before you for your consideration a cummu- 
nieatioa of the Secretary of War accompanied by 
a repcrtof the Surgeon General of the Army m 
relation to sites for marine hospitals, selected in 
conf. rmity fcr the provisions of the act of March 3, 
1837, from which it will be seen that some action 
on the subject by Congress scems to be necessary. 
M. VAN BUREN. 


Several bills from the Senate, on the Spraxxrr’s 
table, were taken up, read twice, and committed. 

The bill, intrcduced on leave by Mr. Brit, to 
scure the freedom of elections, was, by general 
cons2nt, and on the suggestion of Mr. BELL that 
ibe House might not be detained from actirg on 
the Treasury note bill, passed over, on the under- 
standing that it shouid 1eta'n its place on the ca- 
leadar. 

The bill reported on leave by Mr. Hann to es- 
tablish a uniform ru'e uf nataral:zation, and to re- 
peal ail acts heretofore passed on this subject, was 
taken from the Speagenr’s table; and, 

On motion of Mr. HOFFMAN, committed to 
the Committee on fhe Judiciary. 


TR URY NOTE BILL. 
motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia the House 
resolved itself jato Committee of the Whole on the 
stated of the Ufion, (Mr. Dawson of Georgia in the 


chait,) and tgok up the bill No. 18, being a bill to 
provide for fhe issue of Treasury notes; which hav- 
ing been rad, 

Me. JQNES of Virginia, said he had to ask the 
indu? of the committee, but for a short time, 
whilst he sbeu!d undertake, very briefly, to assign 
the reasons which appeared to bim to render the 
passage of the bill, now under consideration, ne- 
cessary and proper. And he would here take cc- 
easion to remark that this bill bad not brea intro- 
daced from any conviction on his own mind, or 
upon the mind of the Secretary of the Treasury, so 
far as he was informed, that the resources of the 
Government, for the present year, woald not be 
sufficient to meet all its liabilities daring the ye-r; 
in the event, however, that the amourt of money 
to be appropriated by Congress at the present ses- 
sion, should not exceed the estimates submitted at 
it commencement. Ifthe resources of Government, 

for the year 1840, shou'd be realized, it was be- 
heved that the receipts from customs, from the 
gales of the publie lands, and from the debts 


: last half of the year. 
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due from the Bank of the United States, and from 
the deposite banks whch suspended specie pay- 
ments in 1837, together with the amount of money 
which remained in the Treasury undrawn at the 


i! 


commencement of the year, would be sufficient to i 
mect the liabilities cf the Government during the . 


year. According to the best info:mation before 
him, derived from facts furnished by the Treasury 
Department, (which he was bound to infer must 
have the most correst information upcen a'l these 
subjects,) this was the conclusion to which h's 
mind had arrived. But it must be obvions to every 


; gentleman whose mind had been turned to the sub- 


ject, that coming in, as the receipts of the Go- 
vernment are expected to come in, they may not, 
and indeed itis now certain that they cannot, be 
received in time to meet the liabilities of the Go- 


; vernment, as they are expected to arise, owing 


principally to the fact that a much larger portion 
of these liabilities will fall due in the first half of 
the year, while a much larger portion of the re- 
ceipts from which it is expected these demands are 
to be liquidated, cannot be realized until the 
In other words, if the 
receipts and disburrements of the whole year 
cou'd be spread over the year in something like 
equal proportion, then from the data before him, 
he arrived at the conclusion that the means of the 


' bi ities. It was known to every gentleman here that 


the debt due from the Bank of the United States, 


amounting to something more than two and a half | 


millions of dollars ( ncludiog interest) did not fall 
due until the first Cay of Oc'ober; the Bank hav- 
ing, by the terms of its agreement with the Govern- 
ment, the whole of the mon'h of September to 
make the payment. 


It was also known tbat the | 


debts due from the banks which suspended specie | 


payments in 1837, in the present condition of these 
banks, some of them now asking for further indal- 


| gence, might, by possibility, not be received in 


time. Indeed it mght be that they could not be 
relied on at all. ` 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina he:e asked 
how much was due from these banks. 

Mr. J. replied that he would g:ve the gentleman 
all the information he desired, 1f he would have a 


little patience; and he would not keep him ont of | 


his rep'y very long, he might be assured. The 
amount at presert was about $805,000. It was 
apparent, then, that there was something like three 
and a half miliions of dollars fal'iag due in the 
last half of the year, which the Government conld 
not control for the purpose of meeting the labili- 
ties which were daily presented for payment; and 
it would be apparent a!so that, with that amount 
now avai'able, the liabilities pressing on the Go- 
veromert could be taken up and discharged. But 
it must also be known to ali who have made them- 
selves acquainted with the subject, that there are 
very large amounts of Treasury notes, issued un- 
der former laws, now falling due—that is, $500,000, 
I think, on the 5th of March; $250,000 on the 7th, 
and $1,150,000 in the rest of March, April, and 
May; making an aggregate of rather less than 
$2,000,000, to be met on the score of Treasury 
notes now outstanding. 

I again repeat, (said Mr. J.) that this amount of 
money, if now available, would be sufficient to 
meet all the liabilities of the Government for the 
year, withont the aid propoced to be afforded by 
the bill now under consideration. 

But, in order that the committee may havea 
clear view both of the means cf the Government 
for the year, and of its liabilities tor the same pe- 
riod, I beg leave here to call the attention of gentle- 
mento the anaual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury cn the state of the finances. His state- 
ment is this: 


“For reasons hereafter to be explained, the re- ` 


ceipts into the Treasury, the ensuing year, cannot 


be estimated so high asin 1839. From the best . 


information possessed by this Department, it is 


compu'ed that the aggregate of them, available for ° 


public purposes, will not exceed 18,000,000, viz. 


from 

Customs - a - §15.000,000 
Lands - - e - 3,503,000 
Miscellaneous - - . 100,000 


Add to these the balance available 
and applicable to other purposes, 
which itis supposed will be in 
the Treasury on the 1st of Janua- 
ry, 1840 


1,556,385 


ne 


The efficient means in that year 
will then amount, in the aggre- 
gate, to - 

If Congress should make appropri- 
ations to the extent desired by 
the d:fferent Departments, the ex- 
penditures for 1840, independent 
of the redemption of Treasury 
notes, are estimated at - - 

Inc'uding all the Treasury notes to 
be redeemed, the aggregate er- 
penditure would be about - 

This wouid leave a deficit in the 
Treasury at the close of the year 
amounting to 
But the Secretary goes on to say: 

“There will be due from the United 
States Bank in September next, 
on its fourth bond, about 

The principal now due on the 
Treasurer’s deposites in other 
banks, which suspended specie 
payments in 1837, is 

Should all these c aims be collected 
in 1840, they would prevent a de- 
ficiency, and leave an avai'abe 
balance in the Treasury of nearly 1,082 865” 
It will be seen (continued Mr.J.) that, accoiding 

to the estimates furnished by the Secretary, giving 

us a full account of the who'e means as well as of 
all the liabilities of the Government, in the event of 
the Government realizing the debts here referred te, 
there would be, at the close ef the year, and pro- 
vided the estimate were not exceeded by the appro- 
priations made by Congress, a balance ot $1,082,000. 


20,156,385 


90,000,000 
22,750,000 


- ; - 2,593,645” 


2,526,576 


1,149,904 


' Owing, however, to the causes to which I have al- 


ready had cecas.on to advert, and to others which 

are more specifically stated byfthe Secretary of the 

Treasury in a recent report made by him, itap- 

pears that much the larger portion of the liabilities 

of the Goverrament, as I have before said, are 
thrown upon the first half of the year, and that the 
la:ger portion of the receips are thrown upon the 
last half, thus bringing abut that state of facts set 
forth in a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and to which I now bez to call the attention of the 
rae It bears date the 17th day of February 
ast. 

Mr. J. read statement A, “(accompanying said 
report.) 

“ Money in the Treasury Febraary 10, 1840, avail- 
able for general purposes, computed to be about 
$1,700,000, but at the end of the month it will 
probably be reduced to - $1,300,000 

Not over two-thirds of this will be 
situated on the seaboard, and con- 
venient for use to pay pensions 
and redeem Treasury notes. 

Receip's in March, April, and May, 
from customs and lands, esti- 


mated at - - - - 3,600,000 
Receipts from banks in those months, 

indebted in 1837 as depositories, 

estimated at - - - 200,000 


ee ee, 


Now and before the 1st June, com- 
puted aggregate means 


- - $5,100,000" 
—— are 
“Expenditures for pensions required 
by the 5:h March, as estimated ty 
theWar Department a $1,760,000 
of which will then be needed, 
besides what has been recently 


advanced, about - - $900,000 
Treasury notes falling due by March 
7th, not yet redeemed - - 550,000 
: Treasury notes falling due by March , 
/ I3th, not yet redeemed - - 250,000 
Treasury notes falling due in the 
rest of March, April, and May, 
and oth:ts ‘hen redeemable - 1,150,000 


Ordinary expenditures in March, 
April, and May, out of appro- 
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priations already made, and new 
ones which are exp:cted to pass, 
and are required to carry into ef- 
fezt existing laws for ordinary 
objects, before Ist June, esti- 


mated at - - +. 4 500,000 
$7,350,000 
Least balance usually proper to have 
on hand at various points, near 
as well as remote - - 2,000,000 
Add for the Ist Jane, to meet what 
is immediately due under the 
many new appropriations passed 
near the the c'ose of the session 500,000 
; $9,850,000 
Deduct the computed means - 5,100,000 


Amount of additional means ap- 

peaiing expedient now and be- 

fore the Ist June - - $4.750,000” 

From these statements (continued Mr. J.) it 
must, I think, be obvious to every man that, whilst 
the resources of the Government may, and proba- 
bly will, be ample to meet its liabilities during the 
year; yet, thrown, asa very large portion of these 
liabilities are, upon the first half year, while the 
means to meet them will not be available until the 
last half—I say it must be obvious that, without 
some legislation to regulate these fluctuations in 
the receipts and disbursements, the Gevernment 
with the most ample means for the whole year’s 
operations, may be placed in a situation -in which 
it might be unable to meet promptly its numerous 
pecuniary obliga.ions, and to maintain unbroken 
its faith. It will also be seen that it is not intend- 
ed, by the measure now under consideration, to 
add one dollar to the amount of expenditures, 
but so to use the credit of the Govern- 
ment as to provide for and obviate any seri- 
ous pecuniary embarrassment. To enable the Go- 
vernment at all times to meet promptly and faith- 
fally its obligations, is an object which I am bound 
to presume every man, of all parties, has sincerely 
atheart. I am sure there is no Representative of 
the people cn this floor, to whatever party he may 
belong, who woald not feel deep'y mortified, as an 
American citizen, to see the Government of his 
own cho.ce placed even for a day in a sithation 
where it could not meet promptly sts pecuniary lia- 
bilities. And if differences of opinion exist among 
us upon this subject, I am persuaded it is not as to 
the propriety of affı rding relief, but as to the best 
mode in which the object can be attained. I do not 
ente:tain a doubt but that we all look to the same 
object; we all desire to save the Government ir: m 
such a dilemma; and if we differ at all, as we shall, 
I repeat that it will not be as tothe propriety of 
affording relief, but as to the mode in which it shall 
be farnished. 

Looking to the report to which I have had ocea- 
sion already to call the attention of the members 
of the committee, and in which the resources of 
the Government, and its liabilities for the year, are 
Clearly stated, it would seem, I should suppose, that 
the measure now under consideration could net be 
a matier of surpiise to any gentleman who has in- 
vestigated the subject. A careful examination of 
that report will satisfy every man, not on'y of the 
necessity of granting the relief here asked, but that 
it is a subject to which the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury himself has continued to look with the most 
anxious concern; and that he has agaia and again 
invited, in the most pressing manner, the action of 
Congress upon it. In illustration of this view, and 
in justice to a faithful public officer, I beg very 
briefly to call the attention of gentlemen to several 
paragraphs in the annual report of the Secretary of 
ine Treasury, to which I have referred. I do this, 
not only as an act of justice to him, but for the ad- 
ditional reason that we may see clearly ihe grounds 
on which this application has been made. I do it, 
too, because I have heard it said, here and else- 
where, that this measure has been postponed to the 
latest possible period; and that then, like all such 
measures, when it was bronght up, all would be 
harry and confusion, and that there wou d not be 
time ta consider any thing. By reference to the 


report, it will be seen that the Secretary of the 
Treasury stands relieved, at all events, from this 
charge. In the very next line afier the estimates I 
have read, he says: 

“Tris not, however, considered prudent to rely 
exc'usively on the callection of these debts.” 

He then goes on to say: 

“ One mode, then, of obviating any difficu'ty 
from that circumstance wi'l be to reduce the aggre- 
gate of new appropriations, by postponing some 
and lessening others, so that the means probably 
available will be sufficient to meet all calls upon 
the Treasury, and leave in it an average balance of 
about two millions. 

“ It is believed, for reasons enumerated hereaf- 
ter, that such a reduction is possible without esten- 
tial injury to any useful object, and that this ba- 
lance is the smallest which is adequate to secure 
promptitude and good faith in public paymen's so 
heavy in amount as ours, so unexpsc‘ed al times 
in the demands for them, and so dispersed over a 
wide territory. If the appropriations are not thus 
reduced, it will he wie to provide seasonably in 


some other way fcr the amounts of the contingent | 


deficiency, and of such a balance.” 

He would beg leave also to call the attention cf 
the committee to page 11, of the same report, ia 
which the Secretary says: 

“Much has at times been wisely done by Con- 
gress to supply means for meeting unexpected defi- 
ciencies, But all legal provisions heretofore 
adopted for that purpose having expired, our finan- 
cial op2rations will be consiantly exposed to dan- 
ger, unless some permanent safeguard under con- 
tingenci:s is established. 

“These circumstances must constitute an apology 
for onc? more explaining some of the grounds in 
favor of such a measure, and earnestly asking 
speedy leg'slation concerning it.” 

He then informs us: 

“The principal sources of our present revenue 
are sensibly affected by flactuations nit only in 
commercial pro‘perity, but in the crops, the bank- 
ing policy, aad credit systems of even foreign na- 
tioas, ‘The influence of these causes seems to be- 
come yearly more changeable and more uaceriain 
in its ex’ent.” 

The Secretary goes on to say: 

“A!l these, and similar considerations in fa- 
vor ef some permanent provision on this subject, 
apply with still greater force than they have here- 
tof re. The available balance in the Treasury 
to facilitate its operations is much smaller than 
has formeriy been usual. The receipts on the de bis 
still due from banks, afier two pr: vious disappoint- 
ments as to some of them, must be regarded 
with increased doubt; and, if they shou'd be paid 
wihin the coming year, the oulstasding Treasury 
nutes become redeemabe in the first half of it, 
and must be cissharged some months before the 
bond of the United Statcs Bank falls due in Sep- 
tember.” 

The Secre‘ary then says: 

“Why, then, should not a constant safeguard, or 
some permanent remedy under such irregularities, 
be provided? The omission to do this, can hard- 
ly be considered the true check on extravagant ex- 
penditure, as that check won!dseem to con‘ist rz- 
ther in a forbearance to make unnecessary appro- 
priations than in a refusal to provide ample 
means for payirg with prompiitude, under all 
probable contingencies, what has already been ap- 
propriated .and has thus received tke deliberate 
sanction of Congress. The national pride, no less 
than its honor and credit, appeers to be concerned 
in adopting some measure on this subject, stable, 
efficient, creditab‘e to free institutions, and po-sss:- 
ing a paramount influence to preserve unspotted 
the public faith. 

“Te S'ates now possess, separately, quite as 
deep an interest in such an arrangement as the Ge- 
neral Government, since a blow on the credit of 
the latter would, like an electric shock, be felt 
through the whole of them, and inevitably d-pre- 
ciate still more their immense amounts of steeks. 

“It is hoped that an actual failure to furnish 
Means to make prompt payment, under all contin- 
gencies, and thus preducing the very violation of 


good faith so much to be deprecated, will not be 


necessary to awaken its gaardians to the urgent 
importance of some such remedial ` provision; a 
measure, without which, in the shape of an invest- 
ment, or Jarge balance on hand, or authority given 
to postpone certain classes of appropriation, when 
the revenue proves insufficient for the whole, or 
some power to borrow money, or issue, on interest, 
when necessary, diafts or exchequer bills, no 
financial system, in any enlightened country, bas 
been, or can be, long administered with safety and 
honor. 

“In our system, the provision on this subject 
was very uniform and permanent, till the extin- 
guishment of the national debt in 1835. Previous 
to that time, a large balance beyond the expenses 
for ordinary purposes was generally collected, and, 
being kept on hand till near the close of the year, 
So ws to assist in any contingency, was then, it not 
thus wanted, applied towards the payment of the 
debt. 

“After that time, the first resort, in the event of 
fluctuations, was temporary, and consisted of the 
accideatal and unexpected accumulation which im- 
mediately followed. When paris of that accumu- 
lation were expended, and the residue was divided 
among the States, instead of being invested, and 
held to mest deficiencies, the reca'] of it as fast as 
needed for the Jatter purpose, was still sanctioned 
by Congress, and constitnted the next permanent 
remedy. Bat this power of recall was afterwards 
taken frm the Treasury Department; and, in- 
stead of it, the payment of one instalment was 
postponed, and a very limited authority given to 
issue Treasury notes for aid in any contingency. 
That auhor.ty also expired in June last, and, 
while in force, contained requisitions immediately 
to rec ive those notes in payments when offered, 
and, at the same time, preventing the reissue of 
them, which proved to be exceedingly inconve- 
nient and hazardous, which have already rendered 
two additional ects of Congress necessary, and 
which, ina moneied crisis like the present, not 
ouly eadarger all fiscal operations, but would have 
sioppel some of the mst important of them, if 
not obviated in a degree by seasonable arrange- 
ments, made in anticipation of difficulty.” 

In farther illustration of this view of the subject, 
he would read but one sentence more from the re- 
pert of the Secretary. 

“The Department, therefore, is now without any 
resort, temporary or permanent, in case of material 
deficiencies; and considering all the circumstances 
before menticned, with the dangerous liability in 
law to have the while outstanding Treasury nctes 
paid in at any moment for public dues, without ‘a 
power remaining to issue others in their stead; con- 
sidering, also, the pre ent revulsions in the com- 
mercial world, which affect so seriously the re- 
ceipts from beth duties and lands; considering the 
disasters whch are befalling the banks and ren- 
der ng our collec‘ed funds in some cases wholly 
unavailable, and the advances necessary to be soun 
mace for the larg? payments of pensions, and 
Treasury notes failing due in March, the earliest 
attention to new legislation on this subject seems 
highly pradent, if not indispensable, for the effec- 
tual security of the public credit.” 

I have felt it my duty (continued Mr. J.) to ad- 
vert to these passages, to show that our considera- 
tion was invited to this subject at the earliest pos- 
sibe moment, and to show that those gentlemen 
why seem to suppose that it was postponed to the 
last moment, in order that it might be passed over 
with the greatest possible haste, were mistaken; 
that their opinicna were formed with:ut investigat- 
ing carefully, as I should conceive, documents ac- 
cesible to every member cf the commitiee. Now, 
I would ask if there is an individual here who does 
not sre that this is a subject in which the Secretary 
has felt a most anxious and deep concern—or who 
is not prepared to admit that the necessity of this 
measure was foreseen by him, and that carly legis- 
lation was iavitec? There can be but cne opinion 
on this point. The necessity was foreseen by all, 
znd it must there‘ore cease to be matter of surprise 
that this bill has been introduced. : 

Nor has the Secretary of the Treasury failed to 
point out the mode proper, in bis judgment, for 
furnishing relief, In the communication to which 
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I have adverted, and which I will not take up the 
time of the committee by reading, it will be seen 
what his views were. He looked, in the first place, 


to a general reduction of the aggregate of new ap- 
propriaticns; he next points to the twenty-eight 


millions now on deposite with the States; and, | 
thirdly, he says there are two remaining modes— | 


one to borrow money, and the other to issue (un in- 
terest, if necessary,) Treasury drafis or notes. 

The Committee of Ways und Means, after the 
most mature deliberation which they were enabled 


to bestow, have reporied, as the result of their de- | 
liberations, the bill now under ccnideration. I | 


know much difference of opinion exists on the sub- 
ject; I know it has been so on all previous ceca- 


sions when similar measures have been introduced. | 


The friends of the measure, regarding the defi- 


ciency.in the Treasury as merely temporary, pro- | 


pose to anticipate for a short time the revenue 


of the Government, which cannot be received in | 


time to meet its liabilities as they may arise. Those 


gentlemen who stand opposed to us, regar ling the | 
deficiency not as temporary, bat permanent, will, | 


in all probability, propose on this occasion what 
had been before proposed in sim Jar cases, to make 
permanent provision for it by contracting a loan, 


and thus, in all likelihood, incurring a permanert | 


national debt. 
school of politicians who regard a national debt-as 
a national blessing. No, sir. I regard a national 
debt as a national curse, never to be saddled upon 
the country, except under circumstances of the 

most overruling necessity. Then, and not till then, 

shall I ever consent to incur a permanent national 

debt. Whether the deficiency be temporary or per- 

manent, must be judged of by the best information 

within our reach, and the best lights that are af- 

forded to us. I have looked, in the forma'ion of 
my own opinion, to the Secretary of the Treasury, 

whose porition enables him to possess more correct 
information than almost any other man. The 
whole subject is before him. Every avenue of in- 
formation is accessible to him. I have already 
shown the opinion he entertained three months ago, 
which op'nion he entertains now. He informed us 
on the 15th of February, in the communication to 
which I have referred, that his opinions remained 
unchanged, except so far as the revenue may be af- 
fected by the decisions of the courts of justice upon 
the tariff laws; and so far as they may possibly 
be affec'ed by the universal embarrassment which 
seems to have spread over the whole country. 

We have, then, his opinion at the commence- 
ment of the session; and, with a full knowledge of 
passing events from that day to this, when he last 

_ alludes to the subject, he tells us- his opinions are 
unchanged. But suppose he is wrorg. Suppose 
he has over-estimated the revenue for 1840. i fear 
we have a long session before us; and thas, if the 
Secretary shall prove to be mistaken, abundant cp- 
portunities will te afforded (after we have seen 
what may be the action of the House on various 
other matters of public interest, and what may be 
the probable amount to be received from customs) 
to make the provision that may seem most desira- 
ble. 
conclusion that the deficiency is temporary and not 
permanent. And in this view of the question, we 
are called upon to determine whether it would be 
best to issue Treasury notes or to go into market 
for a loan, and incur a public debt: the one mode 


will afford prompt and speedy relief, the other may | 


no'—one is certain, the oth r not—the one is with- 
in our own grasp, the other sends us out upon a 
hont. 


But suppose a loan shall be resorted to; if I am | 
rightin the views I have expressed, and the Secre- į 


tary of the Treasury rightin h's, it follows as 
clerly as the light of day, that the means of the Go- 
vernment will be sufficient to discharge the amount 
torrowed in a single year: why, then, borrow for 
a term of years? fur that you must do; you cannot 
get your loan taken up unless it is to continue for 
two or three years. Why should we incur a na- 
tional debt which must hang on our necks for 
years, when we want the money only for nine 
-months? Gentlemen do not so act in ‘heir private 
concerns; when they want the use of a sum of 
money fer nine months, they do not borrow it for 


Ihave nct been educated in that | 


In the mean time, I am bound to come to the | 
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four or five years. The lessons derived from the 
every-day business of individual life furnish, 
generally, the best rules and principles for conduct- 
ing affairs of a public nature. And how are you 
to get the amount? Does any gent'eman believe 
that the capitalists will withdraw their funds out of 
the stocks, and from under mortgage security, to 
iake up a Government loan for one year? It were 
idle to expect it. But if it could be done, the re- 
port of the Secretary tells you that the Government 
will need immediate relief withiaa few weeks 
from the date of that report; which few weeks 
have nearly expired; and then the disposable 
funds of the Treasury will be below what they 
have been for a great while. Where do gen- 


tlemen expect to get thisloan? In New York? | 


In Boston? In Philadelphia? In any other of our 
great commercial ities, where every nerve is 
strained to sustain the banks which pay specie, and, 
I presume, to enable those banks which do not, 
shorily to resume; where the community is pressed 
down by a heavy foreign debt, and the banks have 
turned and turned the screw as Jong as the people 
can bear it? It seems to me it will scarcely be pos- 
sible. And if you failin our own country, then 
you must despatch a messenger to England, Holland, 
or some other of the European countries. Do gen- 
ilemen reflect how long this will take? You have, 
remember, no great steamship to command; it will 
require at least two months to negotiate the loan 
and to return. And what is to beccme of the Go- 
vernment in the mean while? It will be unable to 
pay the army, or the navy, or the brave men who 
are now fighting your battles; nor will it be able to 
pay a dollar towards the ordinary current expenses 
of the Departments. And, when we shall have 
done this, and thus succeeded in humbling and 
disgracing the Government of our own choice, 
what shall we have accomplished? What shall 
we have gained? The comfort of knowing that we 
have estab!ished a permanent national debt. 

Bat we want five millions of dollars; and we 
want it in spec’e orin ecnvertib'e paper. Whrre 
are wetogetit? From the banks? Why, they 
cannot redeem their own notes. But, allowing 
we may get it from the banks, what thall! we next 
hear? “Is a Government that has heen for years 
waging war against the banks, (for that is the 
charge,) which is utterly hostile to all banking in- 
s'itutions, to be indulged by these very institutions 
with a loan of five millions of dollars?” Why, 
sir, it is alleged that, if yon collect five millions of 
your revenue in a whole year from banks, in gold 
and silver, to enable the Government to hold its 
own funds safely for disbursement, you are ‘‘war- 
ring against the banks.” With how much more 
plausibility will they sprak, shoul! the Govern- 
ment draw from the banks five millions of their 
specie? I should expect to hear the charge rung 
on every change from one extremity cf the Union 
to the other. 

But adopt this bill, and it relieves the banks— 
it furnishes the very thing which is needed as a sub- 
stitute for specie. These notes will scon find their 
way to our Atlantic cities, and get in'o the custom- 
houses; they will find their way, tvo, to the Far 
West, and go into the land cffices in payment for 
the pubic lands; and, so far from operating as an 
injury to the banks, the effect will be to sustain 
and relieve them. 

Again: Adopt this measure, and the Government 
retains the subject its own power. If you re- 
sort toa lvan, the Government has then to ge to 
the capitalists of the land; if not, to the shavers 
of the land; and every body knows how the G»- 
vernment fares in sucha case. The money ho'der 
lays down his conditions, and the Government 
must come up to them or go without i's loan. But, 
if you issue Government bonds, in the shape of 
Treasury notes of 9100 each, you, Mr Chairman, 
will have no objection tu take them in part of your 
pcr diem pay, nor should J; and it will be just so 
with all the people; they will gladly receive them, 
without imposing upon you conditions. But in 
the other cise, you are left at the mere mercy of 
money dealers. 

In every view of the case, I have a decided pre- 
ference for Treasury notes over a loan, both upon 
the score of economy and convenience. Pass this 


bill, and the relief will be immediate and effectual; 
reject it, and the consequences will be such as all 
will deplore. 

In the remarks which I have had the honor to 
submit, I have endeavored to present the subject in 
a financial point of view alone, apart from tho-e 
exciting political topies, the bare mention of which 
seldom fails to produce agitating and protracted 
discussions in this House. I have deemed it pro- 
per to pursue this course for the reason that the dis- 
cus-ion of subjects not directly connected with the 
pending proposition, are not likely to aid us in our 
deliberations; and for the additional reason that I 
do not desire, by any act of mine, unnecessarily to 
delay the decision of a question upon which the in- 
terests, the honor, and the integrity of the Govern- 
ment require prompt and speedy action. 

Mr. CUSHING obtained the floor, and replied 
at great length to the remarks of the chairman 
[Mr. Jones ] He was not disposed to withho!d 
from the Government the means proper and necer- 
sary to carry on its operations, but he would hold 
the Administration responsible for the disbursement 
of such means as were placed at iis disposal for 
that purpise; yet whilst he did not wish to throw 
any impedimeats in the way of the successful ope- 
rations of Government, though it was in the hands 
of the present party, he expressed a wish that afier 
the 4th of March next the Government would te 
in the po-session of different administrators, and 
congratulated himself that he saw in the future that 
a brighter Aurora was about to dawn upon this 
country: He said it had been intimated in the 
public papers that the Opposition wished to avoid 
action on the bill before the Houss. He denied 
that such was the fact. It was true that he had, 
as did the party with which he acted, vo'ed 
against the suspension of the rules for the pur- 
pose of considering the bill out of its order; be- 
cause they beijeved action upon it would have 
been faciitated by pursuing the regular course of 
business, and by taking it up in proper order for 
consideration. He examined the annual message 
of the President of the United States, and report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, touching the condi- 
tion of the finances, and commented at length 
thereon, for the purpose of showing that the con- 
tingencies had not arrived, which it was alleged in 
those documents might arrive, to render it neces- 
sary to resort to loans to meet the demands upon 
the Treasury. There was nothing in those docu- 
ments whieh contemplated the issue of Treasury 
netes, as a mode to raise funds to replenish the 
Treasury, in case the anticipated resources of the 
year should not be realized, or be adequate to the 
wants of the Government. He inferred that an 
issue of Treasury noies was not then contemplated. 


The President, in his message, had said that if 
Congress did not exceed the estimate, thee wou'd 
be no necessity for increased taxes or a resort to 
loans. Fer one, he de-ited that the appropria- 
tions should be kept within the estimates, and that 
no pretext, on that ground, should be afforded for 
causing a loan. So far as this session has trans- 
pired, the appropriation did not exceed the esti- 
mates; from that he argued that the cause fcr the 
issue existed elsewhere. Mr. C. then went into a 
constitutional argument to show the impropriety 
of the issue of Treasury notes. He inferred, from 
the fact that a proposition to give the power to the 
Government to issue bills of c:edjit was voted down 
in the convention for the formation of the Consti- 
tution, as will teseen by the debate r.c2ntly pub- 
lished, that the issue of those notes was unconsti- 
tutional. Hed:d not deny that, in a certain con- 
tingency, the Government might issue; that it 
might do so, not in the form of credit paper, but in 
the form of a draft upon specie, or other means in 
its possession atthe time they are emitted. He 
then adverted to that part of the argument of te 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
against re-orting to a permanent loan, and endeavor- 
ed to show that the uttering of these notes was as 
much a loan or a national debt as if the Govern- 
ment were to borrow the money at a specified rate 
of interest. He cited the opinions of Jefferson, 
Hamilton, Crawford, and Kenton, against a resort 
to Treasury notes for the purpose of raising mc- 
ney; they considered it very dangerous, and 


justifiable only in cases of extreme emergency, and 
when other modes failed. The gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Jongs,} in speaking of the two 
modes, said if they resorted to a loan, the Govern- 
ment would have to go to the shavers of the land, 
and that every body knew how the Government 
wou'd fare in such a case. The issue of Treasury 
notes, he contended, would be placing the creditors 
of the Government as much at the mercy of the 
capualists and shavers. It, in fact, relieved the 
Government from the responsibility of being 
shaved, and shifted it upon the helpless creditors, 
who were the least able io bear it. If the Govern- 
ment resorted to a direct loan, it would bring that 
much specie into the country, and tend towards its 
relief; but if it resorted ta the issue of notes, bear- 
ing six per cent. interest, it would suck up the 
capital which is now used to relieve the mercantile 
community. 

It would farther oppress the community, which 
was now experiencing such extreme suffering. The 
banks, instead of loaning to the merchants, and 
discounting the basiness paper of the commanity, 
would invest their means in these notes. He in- 
sis ed that it was very inconsistent in an Adminis- 
tranon which argued against a paper representa- 
tive of value, and, in the very face of it, to ask for 
five millions of paper circulation. He believed the 
only proper and honest remedy to meet the defect 
was to raise money by a direct loan. Mr. C. in 
the course of his remarks, adverted to the compro- 
mise act, contending that Massachusetts was not a 
party to it, and that when the proper time arrived, 
he would be for disturbing it, by levying an in- 
erea ed duty on certain articles to replenish the na- 
tional Treasury, which was being exhausted by its 
operation, and particularly luxuries, sach as wines 
and silks from beyond the Cape of Good Hepe. 

Mr. C. dwelt at length on the increase in the ex- 
penditores of the Government during the past and 
pan Administrations; which, he said, was far 

yond the increased resources and population of 
the country. The civil list alone had doubled, 
while the population in the same given period had 
increased bat one-fourth, or from twelve to fifteen 
millions He examined into the causes which had 
prodaced it; and also into the history of the pas- 
sage of the apprepriations, to show where the re- 
sponsibility rested for the excess of those appropri- 
ations beyond the estimates of the Departmenis, 
and contended that the Opposition were not respon- 
sible to the extent which had been charged upon it. 
He was wil'ing to take his share of the responsi- 
bility for somuch of the excess as had been caused 
by the party with which he acted. They were 
such as could be defended. Mr. C. before con- 
cluding, gave way to 

Mr. MARVIN, on whose motion the committce 
rose, and reported progress, and had leave to sit 
again. 

Oa motion of Mr. M. 

The House a ijourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Famay, March 13, 1840. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of a number of citi- 
zens of Michigan, praying a reduction ofthe rates of postage; 
which was referre] tothe Committee on the Post Office and 
Poet Roads. 

Mr. N. also presented the memorial of a number of citizens 
of Wisconsin, praying the improvement of the Fox and Wiscon- 
sia rivers,the repair of the road from Fort Howard to Fort Craw- 
ford, and the establishment of a port of entry at Green Bay; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads and Canala, and 
Commerce. 

Mr. N. also presented the memorial of John Martin; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. f 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of a number of citi- 
zens of Seneca county, New York, praying the passage of a 
general bankrupt law; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. , 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of a number of citi- 
zens of Hancock county, Maine, praying a_reduction of the 
rates of postage; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. . 

Mr. TALLMADGE submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Rosda? be py brea vis panics into the expediency of allowing 

h eet 
documents ofthe mresa Mie a free of postage, the legislative 
ter some remarks from 
GRUNDY, the resolution was Adega TALMADGE and 
B pi le cs from the Committee on Claims, to which 

The petition of Etienne Lefebre, and 

The petition x Henig H. Browne, 
asked to ischarged from their further consideration; whi 
wea agreed io. ration; which 
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Mr. TAPPAN, from the Joint Committee on the Library, to 
which was referred the joint resolution from the House for the 
dispasiition of certain documents now in the Library of Congress, 
reported the same without amendment; and, on Mr. T’s motion, 
it was considered and passed. 

The bill fər the discontinuance of the office of Surveyor Ge- 
neral in the several districte so soon as the surveys therein can 
be completed; for abolishing land effices under certain circum- 
stances; and to abolish the office of Solicitor of the General Land 
Office, was taken up. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama explained the provisions of the bill at 
length, and advocated the passage of the first two sections, but 
was opposed to the third, for which he offered a substitute, pro- 
posing to abolish the office of Recorder, and retain that of Soli- 
citor. 

After some remarks from Messrs. KING, SMITH of Indiana, 
and GRUNDY, on motion of Mr. G. the motion of Mr. CLAY 
was divided so as to take the question on striking out the third 


: section of the bill; which was agreed to; and the further consi- 


ration of the bill was postponed until Monday next. 
BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

The bill to regulate the issuing and circulating of bank paper 
in the District of Columbia, being taken up, ais 

Mr. MERRICK hoped it would not be pressed at this time, 
but that an opportunity might be afforded to the Cemmittee on 
the District of Columbia to examine the question, so as to ena- 
ble them to present their views to the Senate, He thought that 
in the course of a week they would be prepared to do so, and 
trusted the delay would be acceded to by the Senator who intro- 
duced the bill. . 

Mr. TAPPAN said he had no intention of hurrying the Pag- 
sage of the bill before ita provisions were thoroughly examin 
when he had little doubt the chairman of the Committee on he 
Dictrict (Mr. Merrick} would be prepared to assist 1n Pogg- 


ing it. 
“ihe bill was then informally passed over. 
LAWS OF NATIONS. 

The following reaolutions submitted by Mr. CALHOUN on 
the 4th instant, were taken up: sat £8 

Resolved, ‘hat a ship or vessel on the high seas, in time 
of peace, engaged ina lawful voyage, is, according to the laws 
of nations, under the exclusive jurisdiction of the State to 
which her flag belongs, as much so as if constituting a part of 
its own domain. 

Resolved, That if such ship or vessel should be forced, by 
stress of weather or other unavoidable cause, into the port of 
a friendly power, she world, under the same laws, lose none of 
the rights appertaining to her on the high seas, but, or the con- 
trary, she and her cargo, and persons on board, with their pro- 
perty, and all the rights belonging to their personal relations, as 
established by the laws of the State to which they belong, 
wou'd be under the protection which the laws of nations ex- 
tended to the unfortunate under such circumstances. 

Resolved, That the brig Enterprize, which was forced una- 
voidably by stress of weather into Port Hamilton, Bermuda 
island, while ona lawful voyage on the high seas from one part 
of the Union te another, comes within the principles embraced 
in the foregoing resolutions; and that the seizure and detention 
of the negroes on board by the local authorities of the island 
was an act in violation of the laws of nations, and highly unjust 
to our citizens to whom they belong. 

Mr. CALHOUN submited his views at length on the reso 
lutions, (which will be published at an early day,] and after 
some remarks from Messrs. GRUNDY and KING, 

On mo'ion by Mr. KUNG, the resolutions were referred to the 
Cemmittee on Foreign Affairs. 


The Senate then went into :he consideration of Executive bu- . 


siness; after which 
It adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRE*ENTATIVES, 
Fripay, March 13:h, 1840. oe 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS, the vote referring the joint reso- 
Jution in relation to the survey of the lake coaststo the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals was reconsidered, and the resolution 
was committed to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, the claim of Joseph Parker, 
which had been reported unfavorably upon by the Commitee 
on Revolutionary Claims, was recommitted to shat committee, 

The SPEAKER announced that the question before the House 
was the resolution reported from the Committee of Eections by 
Mr. CampPseLt, chairman, proposing to print all the documents 
and testimony in relation tothe New Jersey disputed election, 
and the amendment thereto eubmitted by the gentleman from 
Louisiana, (Mr. GARLAND. } 

Mr. FILLMORE (by permission of Mr. JENIFER) rose anè 
said, in substance, that since he spoke yesterday, he had disco- 
vered a mistake in cc-pying one of the resolutions of the com- 
mittee to which hereferred. He understoed the mistake in co- 
pying, occurred in consequence of the resolution having been 
adopted in parts, anda portion of the first part was stricken 
out before the latter was added, and this was overlooked by 
thie person who copied it. The resolution should read as fol- 

ows: 

Resolved, That we will now take up the testimony which 
has been referred to this committee in the New Jersey case; and 
if, during the investigation of the subject, itshall be desired by 
either party to furnish additional testimony, that then the par- 
ties te allowed such reasonabletime as may be determined by 
the committee, to take such addiional testimony, inthe man- 
ner prescribed by the laws of New Jersey relating to contested 
elections, unless the parties agree upon some other mode which 
may be sanctioned by thecommittee.” : 

‘As he was desirous of doing equal and exact justice to all, 
he deemedit due to the House, tothe committee, and to him- 
self, to make this correction; and he hoped that the Reporters 
who might notice his remarks, would make the correction. 

Mr. JENIFER of Maryland, who was entitled to the floor 
from yesterday morning, again addressed the House in support 
of the amendment until the expiration of the morning h ur, 
without concluding his speech. He attacked the course of the 
committee with much severity,and called up Mr. Rives and Mr. 
CAMPBELL, the chairman, who corrected many of his state- 
ments distorting the facts involved in the action of the commit- 
tee. 

Mr. J. was on the floor, when, the morning having expired, 

Mr. JONES, chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
called forthe orders of the day, and asked that the House 
would resolve itself intoa Committee of the Whole, for the pur- 
pose of resuming the consideration of the Treasury note bill. 
He knew that many gentlemen were anxious to continue the 
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consideration of the subject now before the House, but he felt 
that a sense of duty demanded of him an effort to press throngh 
the important measure he wished to take up. The wants of 
the Government called for speedy action upon it. 

Mr. MEDILL thought the course gentlemen had pureued in 
the discussion on the New Jerscy case, by their attacks on the 
committee, and by occupying several morning hours, without 
affording an opportunity to reply, was very unjust, and hoped 
the subject would be disposed of before proceeding to any 
other business. He trusted the House would, by universal 
consent, agree to finish this subject. 

Mr. RIVES of Virginia also expressed a wish that the gen- 
tleman from Maryland (Mr. JENIFER] might, by universal con- 
sent, be permitted to finish his remarks. 

Mr. JONES said the Treasury note bill was a subject of too 
much importance to pass by, and could not consent; and as ob- 
jectiun had been made, he moved a suspension of the rules, to 
enable him to submit a motion to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to take it up; and the question 
being taken, the motion was disagreed to. 

The SPEAKER asked leave, and before going to the or- 
ders of the day, laid before the House a communication 
from the President of the United States, in compliance with a 
resolution of the House of the 2d of March, 1839, enclosing com- 
munications from the several Executive Departments, trans- 
mitting a list of officers who derive their appvintment from the 
President and Senate, who have been dismissed from office 
since the 3d of March, 1789; which was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

Also, laid before the House a letter from the Comptroller of 
the Treasury, transmitting a statement of the balances on the 
books of the Register of the Treasury, which have remained 
due and unsettied more than three years prior to the 30th Sep- 
tember, 1839; which was read, ordered to lic on the table, and 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BIDDLE, the House then resolved itself in- 
to Committee of the Whole, IMr. Dayse in the Chair,] and 
took up the bills on the private calendar; to many of which, 
there being no objection, they were lard aside to be reported to 
the House. 

The bill for the re¥ef of the assignee of Low, Taylor and Co. 
was taken up in its order, and after seme remarks from Messrs. 
ATHERTON, HABERSHAM, L. WILLIAMS, CUSHING, 
and RUSSELL, was laid aside to retain its place on the calen- 
dar until the gentleman who reported it (Mr. Lawrence] 
should be present to explain its principles. 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of John Wilkin- 
son wasnext taken up, and after a few remarks from Messrs. 
COOPER of Georgia, RUSSELL, PETRIKIN, and GOODE, 
asto the principle involved in the bill, (it being a bill to in- 
demnify an individual for the loss of a certain house in which 
munitian of war had been stored by the Government, and waa 
destroyed by the English during the war,) it was laid aside to be 
reported to the House. 

he bill for the relief of Bailey and De Lord was taken up in 
ite order; when 

Mr. HAND sent to the Chair an amendment, proposing to 
pive the sum of ——.dollars, and interest in full of the claim. 

his an.endment being read, Mr. H. advocated it atlength. He 
said that it fully appeared by the papers, that in :814 and 1815 
the army at Plattsburgh were without pay, owing to the extreme 
embarrassments of the General Government, which were so 
preat, that it ceuld not, in that vicinity, get trusted for a stack of 

ay without security. That the army was without necessaries. 
That pay was promised from month to mouth until the troope 
were in a state of mutiny from repeated disappointments. ih 
this crisis, the officers applied to Bailey and Delord, wealthy 
merchants of Plattsburgh, for relief. Bailey and Delord fur- 
nished supplies to the officers and soldiers upon that applica- 
tion, in the way shown by the report, te nearly $30,000. Pheee 
supplies were furnished upon the request ot the officers, and 
their assurance that when the troops were paid, they should te 
paidsaid advances. That after making large advances, Bailey 
and Delord became alarmed, and hesitated, upon which Generel 
Macomb urged them by no means to stop, and repeated the 
most positive assurance that they should be paid in full when 
the troops were paid off; upon which solicitation and assurance 
they continued supplies. That a large porton of the army 
was ordered away from Plattsburgh before receiving any pay, 
by which Bailey and Deiord received very little. That after- 
wards they sent to the various stations to which the troops were 
scattered, to obiain payment.when the troops paid off, but from 
obvious causes but little was received, and that hardly paid the 
a‘tondant expenses. That the proof went to show a total loss cf 
a ROn or $20,000; and Bailey and Delord were made bankrupt 
thereby. 

He (Mr. H.) respectfully dissented from the principle ad- 
vanced by the Committee of Claims, that this case was anala- 
gous to that ofsutler. Sutlers were governed by known regu- 
lations and guided themselves accordingly. Here, as the pa- 
pers fully showed, the advances were made upon the earnest 
solicitations and most solemn assurances of the officers, fully 
warranted by the exigencies of the case, that they should be 
paid. Without these,’ no advances would have been made. 
He dwelt, as to this point, upon the facts appearing by the pa- 
pers, parts of which he tead. He contended that such was the 
distress and insubordination in the army that the officers were 
warranted in making these assurances, and it was a case of 
sheer justice and nogratuity. The assurances of the officers, 
tosay nothing of the effect of the quasi acceptance ofthe orders 
by the paymasters, were binding upon the Government, and 
analagous to the cases of necessaries furnished to a ship in a fc- 
reign port in distress, or to a child eloigned. The bill proposed 
to pay what could be substantiated by be Sag where the 
Government had not paid the soldiers. This, he insisted, {was 
entirely nugatory, a mockery of justice, for the papers showed 
the vouchers had been destroyed by the conflagration of peti- 
tioner’s house, and, besides, probably nothing was left due from 
the Government to the eoldier. : 

The claim (said Mr. H.) originated ina deed of patriotism, 
which. perhaps, prevented those who achieved the victery at 
Plattsburg from the disgrace of mutiny, but which, by its pecu- 
niary effects, had sent one of the claimants to the grave a _beg- 
gar, and left the other to wear away the remnant of a long life in 
poverty. ‘ces 4 

Mr. DAWSON (one of the Committee of Claims) oppose 
the amendments. Ge thought it dangerous to aow officers in 
the army to bind Government by such conira a: Th wana: 

in : 
power not tobe thus confided that loomi mana r e com 
mittee thought the principle adopted by them the true one, 


geg 


Mr: PETRIKIN thought the time that had elapsed, a very 
suspicious circumstance. 

t. HAND replied briefly. Asto the agency, he trusted 
that if Government had had the benefit, and equity was on the 
side of theclaim, no technical objection of want of power to 
bind the principal would be interposed. As to amount, the 
proof was very clear, even in a court of law, loss of vouchers 
would admit secondary evidence. With regard to time, the 
papers showed much embarrassment and confusion of affairs, 
subsequently encountered by petitioners. But again, if the 
claim was fully made out, he could not consent to argue the 
question of the statute of limitations in sucha case before an 
American Congress. 

L The question was then taken, but the amendment lost. 


The bill ‘or the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, came up in its | 


order, when 

mr. LEADBETTER moved to strike out tha enacting clause, 
an 
DA 
ground that the claim was not founded in justice; that the indi- 


vidual was receiving a salary of $1200 per year as clerx under. 


the Government at the time he disbursed the money en which 
the claim is based. They thought the Government entived to 
the whole services of the clerk, without extra compensation. 


poke in opposition to the bill; and was followed by Messrs. . 
SON and PETRIKIN, also in opposition to it, on the | 


Mesars. EVANS, RUSSELL, POPE, and MONROE fol- ; 


lowed in supp rt of the claim, contending that, inasmuch as 
the clerk received his salary for working certain hours, fixed hy 


regulation and for doing a specific duty, that he should be paid - 
for extra duties required of him under a different branchof ; 


service. They contended that it was a just one, and had been 
admitted by ajury of the country, and that it would be bad 
policy to refuse to grant a claim under such circumatances. 

Mr. LEADBETTER, at the request of Mr. RUSSELL, with- 
drew his motion to strike out the enacting clause; and the bill 
was laid aside, to be reported to the House. 

The committee here finding itself without a quorum, on mo- 
tion o 


the House; when i A 

Mr. ANDREWS moved that when the House adjourn, it ad 
journ to meet on Monday next; and on the demand of 

Mr. R. GARLAND, the ye»s and nays having been ordered 
on the said motion, Mr. ANDREWS withdrew it. 

On motion, the House then adjourned tll to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, March 14, 1840. 

The SPEAKER anncurced that the fi st busi- 
ness in order was the reso'ution reported from the 
Committee of Elections by Mr. Campsett, to print 
all the testimony in relation to the New Jeisey con- 
fest, and the am-ndment thereto offer'd by the 
gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Garanp,] to 
print testimony received since the repoit was 
made. 

Mr. JENIFER, being entitled to the fleor, re- 
sumed his remarks. He said he wonld endeavor 


to expose the rank injustice done the minority of | 


the committee, and that he was coubly fortified in 
the grounds which he had taken in rela ion to the 
two reports. 
structiug the committee as to the manner in which 
they weve di:ected to make their report, for the 
purpose of proving their inconsis'ency in regard to 
its provisions. He said it appeared, when gentle- 


men came to the test in regard to the printing of | 


the report, some of the members of the committee 


were in favor of printing all the testimony which | 


would elncidate the report; but the majority of the 
committee, and the gentil- man from Virginia, were 
unwilling to come befure the House, that the House 
m ght judge how far the journal of the committee 
shoald be printed. 

Mr. J. adverted to the report of the minority of 
the committee, and said th» previous question was 
taken before gentleman had an opportunity of as- 
certaining whetherit was cerrect or not—a proce- 
dure unprecedented in the annals of leg's'a‘ion; 
and if a similar course of proceeding should take 
place in the British Parliament, it would brirg 
down dismay and denunciation. A spirit is abread 
in the land, (said Mr. J.) and will te feit in the Oid 
Dominion on the second Monday in April; and 
that the gentleman’s [Mr. Rives’s] friends might 
succeed there, it was important that the report of 
the minerity should be; uppressed. 
at some length in relation to the subject before 
the House; and 

The SPEAKER having announced that the 
morning hour had expired, 

Mr. KUSSELL calied for the orders of the day. 

Mr. RIVES hoped the House would, by uni- 
versal cons*nt, permit the gentleman from Mary- 
land (Mr. Jenirer] to finish his remarks, to enable 
the House to order the printing of this testim. ny 

immediately. 

Mr. RUSSELL objected, and called for the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. RIVES moved to suspend the rules for the 
parpose, and on that motion cemanded the yeas 


f 
Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky, rose and reported that fact to ; 


Mr. J. then read the re-olution in- | 


Mr. J. spoke | 


| impart al statement of it. 
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and nays, which were ordered, and were, yeas 89, 
nays 75, 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. RIVES said he rose for the purpose of ask- 
ing the favor of the House that he might make a 
statement, in relation to what had occurred this 
morning in paricular. He believed the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. Jentrur] in the course of his 
remarks, did him injustice; and he had not heen 
afforded an opportunity to ascertain whether it was 
intentionally done or not. It was with that view 
that he had moved a suspensicn of the rules, in 
order that he might, at the earliest opportunity that 
he could, call on that gentleman for an explanation. 
He wished, as a personal favor, that he now might 
make a statemert to the Honse. 

Mr. ALFORD said, as the House has refused to 
suspend the rales, I object. I object to all person- 
al matters which may be attempted to be introduced 
into this House. 

Mr. RIVES replied. Let me tell the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Atrorp,] that his refusing to 
suffer me to proceed, at this time, may produce the 
very state of things that he, I am inclined to be- 
lieve, wished to avoid. 

Mr. ALFORD persisted in his objection. 

Mr. R. said, then I appeal respectiully to my po- 
litica! friends of this House never to proceed to oth- 
er business until I have time to do myself justice. 

[Much con‘usion here prevailed in the hall J 

Mr. JENIFER appealed to his political friends 
to permit the gentleman from Virginia to make his 
statement. 

Mr. STANLY called him to order. 

Mr. RIVES said: Mr. Speaker, have I no friend 
in this House that will move a suspension of the 
rules, in order that 1 may be heard? 

Mr. BEATTY replied. I move a suspension 
of the ru'es for that purpose; and on which 

Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays, 
(to see who it was that was unwilling to enable 
the gentieman from Virginia to have justice done 
him,) which were ordered. 

Several gentlemen appealed to Mr. ALrorp to 
withdraw his objection. 

Mr. WISE sad: If the gentleman from Geor- 
gia withdraws his objection, I sha!] renew it. 

Mr. ALFORD raised a question of order 
whether it was competent to move a suspension 
of the rules twice for the same purpose, no action 
having taken place by the House, intervening the 


i motions. 


The SPEAKER said the other motion was to 
suspend the rules for the purpose ef considering 
the subject of the New Jersey question general'y, 
and the motion now was to permit the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Rives] to make a sia‘ement 
in re'ation to a particular matter, and it was there- 
fore in crder. 

The question was then taken and the rules were 
suspended—yeas 132, nays 37. 

Mr. RIVES. Mr. Speaker, before I proceed to 
the consideration of any thing that has been said 
by the gentleman from Maryland, I beg leave to 
give my thanks to the House for the privilege it 
has afforded m:. And, further, I have a re- 
quest to make of the Repor‘ers who are present. 
I have aiso the saaie request to make of the let er- 
writers. Sir, we have witnesses in this House, 
and what a gentleman may say is written down by 
them, and if privately done, it is impossible for 
them to keep themselves erect before their consti- 
tuents. Hence I have made this appeal to the re- 
porters ard leiter-wr ters. I know that there are 
partisan reporters, who occasionally give a party 
coloring in their reporis in favor of the side they 


| advocate; bet when any thing personai occurs, it 


is their duty as honorable men to give a fair and 
In this instance, I con- 
fivently believe that they will do me justice. 

I was apprehensive when the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Jesirer] first took the ficor, 
knowing that he was a gentleman of much im- 
peluosity of temper, and fearing that he might, 
under his then staie of feeling, do me injustice 
—so soon as he opened the sabject which was 
calculated to make a breach between us, I told him 
in the most respectul manter what was the posi- 
tion Į occupied, and what my object was, Person- 


Se ee cer oer 
al difficulties Í always like to avoid, and, to prevent 
them, it was frequent for gentlemen to throw 
themselves between another’s speaking and what 
he was likely to say. Without entertaining any 
idea of what the gentleman might ssy, and, in 
orcer to justify myself to the world, should any 
thing unpleasant occur, I was disposed to prevent 
the injury from being done, and therefore interrupt- 
ed him in the course of his remarks by a brief ex- 
planation. On yesterday, I was inclined to think 
that the gentleman did not pot the subject in a 
situation rendering it necessary for me to notice 
any thing he said; but I have since understood that 
he has made a remark, which, if I am not mis- 
taken, may render it necessary for me to bring it to 
the notice of this House. This I shall do in the con- 
clusion -of my remarks. 

Mr. Speaker: through life it has ever been my 
dispositicn to produce harmony among those with 
whom I may have occasion to act, either in private 
oria public life. It has been my dispositioa to 
throw, whenever I could, oil on the tempestuous 
waves. It has always been my wish, instead of 
producing dissension’, to heal them. Instead of en- 
deavoring to produce angry colii:ions—instead of 
trying to get one man arrayed against another,— 
it has always been my disposition to interpose and 
effect a reconciliation. Bat, sir, whilst [have done 
this—whilst I have on all occasions tried to avoid 
personal d:fficulties—and whilst | have never set 
myself up as pcssessing any extraordinary dezree of 
bravery—whilst I have alwa; s been disposed to have 
things done quiet y and peaceably—whilst I may 
have shuddered at times at the peril to which 
I might be expcsed, and felt probably that I did 
not possess personal courage, yet I have something 
else far more va'uable. I have pride, sir, and 
that alone might cause me to do what my reason 
might disapprove.’ Sir, mach as I love this world; 
much asI am attached to friends and family; yes, 
Mr. Speaker, however, stronz may be the ties 
that bind me to those I love, I prize honor infi- 
finitely above life. Sir, this thing, if suffered to go 
on in the way it has been going on this mornin», 
might produce the very state of things I might 
be inclined todeprecate. Hence it was that I was 
anxious to take the floor, with a view of ascertain- 
ing from the gentleman from Maryland, whether 
it was really his intention to inflict on me 
a personal injury. It has ever been my cus- 
tom, if I think an injury was intended me, 
to take it at the first hop. Things can be better 
settled that way, than if le‘t to the interposition 
of friends. Ishall proceed on the belief that the 
gent’emati from Maryland, if convinced that he 
has done me injury, will, as an honorable man, re- 
pair that injury. Hence I am disposed to be pru- 
dent, and whist addressing the gentleman, request 
him to betieve that I mean nothing in intimidation 
in what lam saying. My purpose is to have my- 
self rghte¢—not to intimidate another. I know 
the gentieman (oo well to believe that he could be 
induced, under a threat or a menace, to repair an 
injury, which, on reflection, he might be convinced 
he has dore me. I know him too well to believe 
that. I do not address him, then, with this view. 
The gentleman fiom Maryland has undertaken to 
say thatcertain members of this commi tee had 
been assailed by certain other members of the com- 
mittee, when they would not assail certain cther 
members, What is the inference? That the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Fittmorz] and the 
gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Smitn} were te- 
lieved to be men who wouid not resent an 
injury dcne them. Toat was the infer- 
ence to which the gentleman came, be- 
cause he says the gentleman from Virgin:a (Mr. 
Borrts,] and the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Crass ] who would probably defend themselves, 
had not becn assailed; and that those who assai e1 
the gentlemen from New York and Connecticut, 
were afraid to assail the gentlemen from Virginia 
and Alabama. That was the inference. Now, 
so far as regards myself, I have not assailed any 
one. Hence it was that the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland throws himself in, not as a volunteer in the 
matter, as besays, but fo it is, he comes out in de- 
fence of the gentleman from New York and the 
gentleman from Connecticyt, Now, sir, in der 


fending these gentlemen, he has said many things 
upon this subject that are entirely unfounded in 
tratb, 1 used this word, notin an offensive sense, 
because I have not asserte! it in that sense, but be- 
cause the genileman bas stated many things thit 
are not sustained by the record. He however has 
not done this intentionally, | hope and believe, but 
because he is engaged in the consideration ofa 
sabject with which he is not acquainted. He, un- 


der a fancied necessity io protect men who cannot | 


protect themselves, has volunteered to engage in 
the consideration of a subject when he knows 
no hing of it. Now, Mr. Speaker, I will state to 
the gentleman from Maryland, one thing said by 
him that was offensive to me, and wish him to dt- 
termine whether I am mistaken in what he did say 
ornot. In speaking about my course in relation 
to the Governor of New Jersey, and what I said 
of him, ail ef which I said I could prove at a pro- 
per time, the gentleman from Maryland said: 


Suppose the Governor of the old Commonwealth || 
of Virginia were to return to this Houte one per- | 


ton as elected, and another person, meaning my- 


self, were to come here under the return of the || 
sheriff, would the gentleman from Virginia take his | 


seat under that returo? The geatleman asked, 


wouid I come here upon the retarrs of the sheriff, | 
whose duty it is, uader the laws of my State,to | 


conduct the elections, when another person came 
here with the retares of the Governor, whose duty 
it is to make the retu'ns, 

Mr. JENIFER said a few wordsin reply, in too 
low a tone to be heard by the Reporter. 

Mr. RIVES. Then, sir, I am mistaken entirely. 
I understood the gentleman to ask me if I would 
ceme here upon the return of the sheriff, when 
the Governor, whose duty it was to make the re- 


turns, gavedis certificate io another person. I then | 


gave a nod of assent, upon which it was stated tome 
that the gentleman then said that he believed the gen- 
tleman {rom Virginia would do any thing. Now, 
whether be did say this or not, I cannot undertake 
to say, and itis therefore that I wish him to ex- 
plaia what be did say. I did say that if the sherif 
of the district in which I live, whose duty it is by 
law to conduct the elections, and to give his certi- 
ficate to the person who receives a majority of the 
votes, furnished me with the evidence that I was 
elecied, that I should come on and take my seat 
upon that evidence. 

Then suppose the Governor of Virginia had done 
what the Governor of New Jersey has done—sup- 
pose he had returned my competitor instead of me; 
I haviog the majority of votes and the return of the 
sheriff, would have come here and claimed my 
seit. But see what this Governor of Virginia has 
done. Alihoggh the law of the Commonwealth 
requires him to return all those who shail be elected 
as Representatives for the Siate, he has not re- 
taraed but one of the delegation from that Sate. 
If, then, I bad waited for this broad seal—this 
commission of the Governor of Virginia—I would 
have come here without any title to my seat at all. 
I brought with me ample evidence of my election, 
and those gentlemen whose nights to seats I have 
been advocating, also brought evidence of their 
right to occupy them. Mr. Speaker, it has been 
said that we made a report in favor of those indi- 
viduals, without having read the evidence on 
which it was founded. The gentleman. from 
New York (Mr. Fittmoge] sepposed a. case 
as tue, and asked the House what it would think 
of a report of a committee, if jt should.be adopted 
when the members of the commi'tee had not read 
the evidence in relation tothe matie:? An attempt 
is now made to impress the public mind with the 
belief that the evidence had not been read. The 
journal, which is here, proves incontestably the 
falsebcod of that ckarge. The journal is here, and 
before I take my seat, I shall insist on its being 
read. The House will see that it was not only . 
read once, but twice; and that it was argued by the 
parties interested. Not only once, but twice has it 
been read; though it has been recently asserted 
that it had not been read at all, 

Mr. Speaker, I feel very unwilling, after the 
House has been so kind to me, to undertake a 
speech at length at this particular time. I would 
~ prefer] speaking hereafter. I would like to see 


' the committee, 
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how many of the gentlemen, who have cccupied a 
certain ground heretofore, will abandon it before 
the subject closes. 

However anxious I am to discuss it now, I must 


defer my remarks for another time, though I am ; 
unwilling to keep the people of Virginia in the i 
| his seat ti l the point of order was decided. 


dark, by a suppression of the facts, as has been as- 


serted by the gentleman trom Maryland, [Mr. Js- |; 
| Tennessee (Mr. Gentry] to reduce his point of or- 


NirzR] Iam anxious for the discussion to go on, 
in order that the people of Virzinia, and the whole 


| people of the United States, may know the true 
' meri's of the question, 
nently the attention of the people to this fact—that |: 


I want now to call promi- 


when the Commi'tee of Elections determined that 


_ the consideration of the New Jersey question should 
; be postponed until the 2d Monday ot April, I then 
_ moved, in committee, that the chairman should ask 
; leave of the House to have all the papers connect- 
' ed with the New Jersey case printed. 


The gentle- 
men of the Opposition voted against it,and it failed. 
I then gave notice that, inasmuch as we could 
not get that motion made by the chairman of 
I would, next morning, if 
I could get the floor, move for the instruc- 
tions of the House to this effect. 
this, but I told the committee that I would make the 
same motion from day to day until it succeeded. 


I then made the propositicn here, not to print cer- _ 
` outhis point of order. 


fain papers, but aLL the papers. I made that pro- 
Position not only in the committee, but in the 
Hovee. 


Here Mr. GENTRY of Tennessee, and Mr. | 


SMITH of Connecticut, called Mr. R. to order. 

Mr. R. said the House had given him permission 
to go on, and he hoped he might do so without in- 
terruption. 

Mr. GENTRY said the House had given the 
gentleman fermissien to make an explanation per- 
sonal to himself, and he was now entering into the 
merits of the question. 

Mr. R. resumed. That is the very pointI am 
coming at now. Iam charged with suppressing in- 
formation, and being gui'ty of acts I am afraid 
to avow; and I want to show that all such charges 
are unfounded. 

Mr. GENTRY said the House gave the gent'e- 
man permission to defend himself as a man of ho- 
nor; but he was now defending himself as a 
politician and a public man. 

Mr. RIVES. I have stated that I made two 


propositions to print not only certain papers, but | 


the whole of them. And, on Friday last, I made 
the propo-ition not to print certain papers, but all 
the papers connected wih the New Jersey case. I 
moved the pestponement of the consideration of 
the report of the majority of the committee until 
the following Tuesday; then making it the special 
order of the day until the subject was finally dis- 
posed of, and, in the mean time, have all the evi- 
dence printed. Sir, the chairman of the 
committee [Mr. Camrszti] has, on two oc- 
casions, moved to have all the papers printed; 
and the gentlemen in the Opposition, more inclined 


to suppress the facts than I am, voted against a | 
. suspension of the rules for that purpose. 


Yes, sir, 
on six occasions I moved to print those papers; and 
yet I am charged by the gentleman from Maryland 
[Mr. Jenirer] with a disposition to suppress the 
facts until the elections in Virginia are over. You, 
sir, know that the Legislature of onr State pro- 
ceeded in this matier, on receiving the re- 
solutions of the Governor of New Jersey 
in relation to it. You know also that our party 
moved tosend to the Governor of New Jersey for the 
evidence on which he made these charges, and that 


the Whig party in the Legislature would not con- 


sent to adopt the motion. I am delighted, in speak- 
ing of this good old State, to say that the Whig 
party there, ashamed of the ground that they had 
taken, had abandoned it. They knew that if they 
undertook to give sach opinions without having all 
the evidence, that they would not be sustained by 
the people. 
ere Me BOTTS and several gentlemen called 
Mr.-R. to order, and the noise was such that the 
Repoiters cou'd-not hear his-remarks. - 
And the SPEAKER said that the rules had been 
suspended to enable the gentleman from Virginia 


to make an explanation, and he could go on. 


I not only did : 


mar 
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Mr. WISE wished to say that if his colleague 
was permitted to proceed, and talk of his (Mr. W’s) 
friends, who weie absent in Richmond, that he 


į Wished to have an opportunity of replying to him. 


Mr. GENTRY called Mr. Rives to order, and 
asked that the gentleman from Virginia might take 


The CHAIR called upon the gentleman from 


der to writing. 

Mr. GENTRY said, that at the request of seve- 
ral friends around him, he would withdraw it. 

Mr. BOTTS renewed it. I moved to suspend 
the rules, to enable the gentleman to make a per- 


' Sonal explanation, when he asked if he had a friend 


here that would move it. I insist upon it that he 
be confined to the explanatien personal between 
himselfand the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 
JENIFER.] 

Mr. WELLER observed thatłtheʻe were several 
gentlemen besides the gent'eman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Borts,] who moved the suspension of the 
rules to enable the gentleman’s colleague to make 
his explanation. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Penn- 


- sylvania (Mr. Beatry] moved the suspension of 


the rales. 
Mr. BYNUM hoped the gentleman would write 


Mr. BOTTS then, at the request of the Cram, 


| wrote out his point of order, in substance as ful- 


lows: The rules having been suspended for the 


| purpcse of allowing the gentleman from Virginia 


to make an explanation personal to himself, and 
after the House bad refused tosuspend the rules for 
the purpose of discussing the general merits of the 
New Jersey election, he submitted whether he 


: was in order to discuss the general merits of the 
i| New Jersey election, and the proceedings of the 


Governor and Legislature of Virginia on this 
subject. 

The CHAIR was of op‘nion that the gentleman 
was not in order in so doing. 

Mr. RIVES preceeded, and made a few remark, 
and from the number of calls to order, and the cora 
fasion, it was impossible for the Reporter to hear. 

Order having been restored, 

Mr. RIVES continded: Now, with all proper 
respect, I ask the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
Jenire®] whether he said what I understocd he did 
say, “that I would do any thing.” 

it was stated to me that, when he was speak- 
ing some days ago, he inquired if I would 
come on here and c'aim my seat under the return 
of a sheriff, while my competitor came on with the 
re‘urn of the Governor. I nodded assent. I have 
since uaderstcod that he said I would do any thing. 
I hope he will see the impropriety of such an ex- 
pression, and I now ask bim if he used it. 

Mr. JENIFER raid a few words in reply, which 
were not heard. He was understood, however, to 
say that he wished the gentleman to bring out all 
Lis indictments at oncé. If this, however, was all, 
he would with pleasure reply toit. - . 

Mr. RIVES said. There were many remarks 
made by the gentleman, that I thought the facts of 
the case would not jusufy. I was, however, diss 
posed to let other matters pass over, because they 
were leveiled generally at the party with which 
I act; but this particular question, it seemed, was 
levelled at me personally. ; 

Mr. JENIFER said he was happy in having an 
opportunity to make an explanation to the gentle- 
man. He was gratified, also, for another reason; 
because, since he had commenced his remarks 
this morning, he had seen a charge made against 
him, whether official or not he would not pretend. 
to say: that,ona motion to print, Mr. JENIPER 
obtained the floor, and had occupied itevery morn- 
ing since, without giving the Republican members 
an opportunity to reply to it. In reply to this. he 
had never refused to yield the floor to any gentle- 
map to make an explanation. Now, in regard to 
the gentleman from Virginia, he would -answer 
him; and, ; 
frankly, for the gentleman -had disclaimed. - 
any intention of menace... The.. gaf8 - i 
supposed a few days. ago, was this:-ghat- if 
the Governor of Virginia were to give his 


in doing. so, he .would. do. it; - 
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certificate to the person having a majority of “the 
votes that he was elected,” and the sheriff were to 
give his certificate to the gentleman, he having a 
minority of the votes; and in that he inquired of 
him if he would come here and claim his seat. He 
wished it to be distinctly understood that if the gen- 
tleman believed the giving of acertificate to a man 
who had a minority of the votes was evidence of 
fraud, that the gentleman himself has answered 
the question. If the gentleman would satisfy him 
that he would not act in that way, as he understood 
him tosay that he would by his nod of assent, 
when he stated the case he had just cited, it would 
give him pleasure to disclaim the offensive allusion 
to him. 

Mr. RIVES. I thought the gentleman was sup- 
posing my own case. I received a majority of se- 
veral hundred votes over my competitor. Now, in 
Virginia, it is the duty of, the sheriff to conduct the 
elections, and to give to the person having a majo- 
rity of the votes a certificate that he is elected, a- 
the same time sending a duplicate of the same cert 
tifieate to the Governor. The law then makesit the 
duty of the Governor to give his returns to the per- 
son who has thus received the certificate of the she- 
rif. This being the state of the facts, I supposed 
that the gentleman was stating my own case, and 
believing that he inquired of me whether I, having 
rece:ved a majority of the votes, would come here 
and claim my seat upon the return of the sheriff, 
when my competitor, who received a minority of 
the votes, came here and claimed it upon the re- 
turn of the Governor. Believing this to be the 
case supposed by the gentleman, I nodded assent 
that I would. 

Mr. JENIFER said that he had wholly m‘sap- 
prehended the gentleman from Virginia, and that 
that gentieman had a'so misapprehended him. 
When he urged the expression the gentleman com- 
plained of, he understood him as saying that he 
would come on and claim his seat oa the certificate 
of the sheriff, although he had a minority of the 
votes. As he now understood the gentleman’s 

. meaning, it gave him pleasure to disclaim any 
application of the expressions to him. 

Mr. WISE hoped the House would now drop 
this matter. There was evidently nothing between 
the two gentlemen requiring further explanation. 
It was plain. that they misunderstovd each other. 
It was point no point, and there was nothing fu; ther 
between them. He hoped the House woald*pro- 
ceed to the orders of the day. 

The discussion having here ended, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Navy Department, enclosing 
printed copies of the Navy Register. 

Also, the following communication from the Pre- 
sident of the United States: 

To.the House of Kepresentatives of the United States: 
I transmit to the House of Representatives, in 


answer to a resolution of that body, dated on the 9ih ` 


instant, the enclosed repert of ihe Secretary of 
State. M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasuincron, D.C. March 12, 1840. 


To the President of the United States: 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wasnıneron, March 12, 1840. 

The Secretary of State, io whom has been refer- 
red a resolution of the House of Representatives, 
dated.the 9th instant, requesting the President to 
communicate to that body “whether any, and, if 
apy, what measures have been taken, since 
the rejection of the recommendation of the 
King of Holland, of a new line of boundary 
between the United States and ihe province of 
New Branswick, to obtain information in respect 
to the topography of the territory in di@pute, by a 
survey or exploration of the same on the part of 
the United States alone; and also whether any mea- 
sures have been adopted whereby the accuracy of 
the survey lately made under the authority of the 
British Government, when communicated, may be 
tested or examined,” has the honor to report to the 
President that no steps have been thought necessa- 
ry by this Government since the date above refer- 
red to, to obtain topographical information regard- 
ing the disputed territory, either by exploration or 
survey, on its part alone; nor bas it thought proper 
to adopt any measares to test the accuracy of the 
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topographical examination recently made by a Bri- 
tish commissioner, the result of which has not been 
made public, or communicated to the United States. 


Respectfully submitted. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, 

Ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Several bills from the Senate on the SpeaKeR’s 
table were twice read, and appropriately commit- 


ted. 
Mr. MONTGOMERY moved that the House 
adjourn. 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were not ordered, and the question being 
ut and carried in the affirmative, of 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, i 
Monpay, March 16, 1840. ° Z 
DUTIES, DRAWBACKS, AND ALLOWANCES. 
Mr. BENTON rose to make the motioa for 
which he had given notice on Friday last, for leave 
to bring in a bill to re luce the drawbacks allowed 
on the exportation of ram and refined sugars; and 
the bounties and allowances to fishing vessels, in 
proportion to the reduction which had been made, 


| and should be made, in the duties upon imported 


sugars, molasses and salt, upon which these boun- 
ties and allowances were respectively granted. 

Mr. B. said that the bill, for the bringing in of 
which he was about to ask leave, proposed some 
material alteration in the act of 1833, for the modi- 
fication of the tar.ff, commonly called the compro- 
mise act; and as that act was held by its friends to 
be sacred and inviolable, and entitled to run its 
course untouched and unaltered, it became his 
duty to justify his bill in advance; to give reasons 
for it before he ventured to submit the question of 
leave for its introduction; and to show, beforehand, 
that there was great and just cause fer the mea- 
sure he proposed. 

Mr. B. said it would be recollected, by those who 
were cotemporary with the event, and might be 
seen by all who should now look into our legisla- 
tive history of that day, that he was thorough'y op- 
posed to the passage of the act of 1833; that he pre- 
ferred wailieg the progress of Mr. Verplanck’s bill; 
that he oppesed the compromise act, from begin- 
ning to end; made speeches against it, which were 
not answered; uttered predictions of it, which were 
disregarded; proposed amendments to it, which 
were rejected; showed it to be an adjournment, not 
a settlement, of the tariff question; and voted against 
it, on its final passage, in a respectable minority of 
eighteen* [t was not hisintention at this time to re- 
capitulate all the objections which he then 
made to the act; but to confine himself to 
two of those objections, and to those two 
of them, the truth and evils of which Tims 
had developed; and f»r which evils the public good 
demands an immediate remedy to be applied. He 
spoke of the drawbacks ani al.owances founded 
upon duties, which duties were to underge perio- 
dical reductions, while the drawbacks and allow- 
ances remained undiminished; and of the vague 
and arbitrary tenor of the sct, which rendered it 
incapable of any regular, uniform, or safe execu- 
tien. He should confine himself to these two ob- 
jections; and proceed to examine them in the order 
in which they were mentioned, 

At page 208 of the Senate journal, session of 
1832-33, is seen this motion: “ Moved by Mr. 
Benton to add to the bill a section in the following 
words: ‘That all drawbacks allowed on the exportation 
of articles manufictured in the United States from ma- 
terials inworted from foreign countries, and subject to 
duty, shall be reduced in proportion to the reduction of 


duties provided for in this act?” The particular | 


application of this clause, as explained and en- 
forced at the time, was to sugar and molasses, and 
the refined sugar, and the rum manufactured from 


*The following was the vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Benton, Buckner, Calhoun, Dallas, Dicker- 
son, Dudlev, Forsyth, Johnsion, Kane, King, Rives, Robinson, 
es Tomlinson, Webster, White, Wilkins, and Wright— 


Nays—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, 
Foot, Grundy, Hendricks, Holmes, Knight, Mangum, Miller, 
Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Prentiss, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, 
Sprague, Tipton, Troup, Tyler—#4. 


them. As the laws then stood, and according to 
the principle of all drawbacks, the exporter of 
these refined sugars and rum were allowed to 
draw back from the Treasury precisely as much 
money as had been paid into the Treasury 
on the importation of the article out of which 
the exported article was manufactured. This 
was the principle, and this was the law; and 
so rigidly was this insisted upon by the manu- 
facturing and exporiing interest, that only four 
years before the compromise act, namely, in 1829, 
ihe drawback on refined sugars exported was raised 
from four to five cents a pound upon the motion of 
Mr. Dickerson, a then Senator from New Jersey; 
and this upon an argumentand a calculation made 
by him to show that the quantity of raw sugar 
contained.in every pound of refined sugar, had in re- 
ality paid five instead of four cents duty. The ar- 
gument in favor of my motion appeared to me to 
be palpable and irresistible; and its success the 
more certain, as it was supported by Mr. DICKER- 
son himself, the gentleman who had paid mest at- 
tention to the details cf the manufacturing interest, 
and on whose motion it was that, only four years 
before, the drawback on refined sugars 
exported had been increased one cent on 
the pound, in order to make the drawback and the 
duty precisely the same. My motion appeared to 
me self-evidently just, as the new act in abolishing 
all specific duties, and reducing every thing to an 
ad valorem duty of twenty per centum, would re- 
duce the duties on sugar and molasses even:ually 
to the one-third or the one-fourth of their then 
amount; and, un'ess the drawback should be pro- 
portionately reduced, the exporter of refined sugars 
and rum, instead of drawing back the exact amount 
he had paid in'o the Treasury, would in reality 


draw back three or four times as much as had been 
paid in. This would be unjust in itself; and, be- 
sides being unjust, would invoive a breach of the 
Constitution: for, so much of the drawback as was 
not founded upon the duty, would be a naked 
bounty paid for nothing out of the Treasury. I ex- 
pected my motion to be adopted by a unanimous 
vote; on the contrary, it was rejected by a vote of 24 
to 18; and I had to leave it to TIME, 
that slow, but sure witness, to develope the evils 
which my arguments had been unable to show, 
and to enforce the remedies which the vote of the 
Senate had rejected. That witness has come. 
Time, with his unerring testimony, has arrived. 
The act of 1833 has run the greater part of its 
courte, without having reached its ultimate depres- 
sion of duties, or developed its greatest mischiefs; 
but it has gone far enough to show that it has done 
immense injury to the Treasury, and must con- 
tinue to do it if a remedy is not applied. Always 
indifferent to my rhetoric, and careful of my facts 
—always leaving oratory behind, and laboring to 
establish a battery of facts in front—I have ap- 
plied at the fountain head of information—the 
Treasury Department—for a!l the statistics con- 
nected with the subject; and the successive reports 
which had been received from that Department, on 
the salt duties and the fishing bounties and allow- 
ances, and on the sugar aod molasses duties, and 
the drawbacks on exported rum and refined sugar, 
and which had been printed by the order of the 
Senate, had supplied the information which con- 
stituted the body of facts which must carry convic- 
tion to the mind of every hearer. 

Mr. B. said he would take up the sugar duties 
first, and show what had been the operation of the 
act of 1833, in relmtion to the revenue from that 
article, and the drawbacks founded upon it. In 
document No. 275, Jaid upon our tables on Friday 
last, we find four tablesin relation to this poiot, 
and a letter from the Register of the Treasury, Mr. 
T. L. Smith, describing their contents. The 
latter says: 


Registera Otice, March 10, i 
. _ Register’s Office, March 10, 1840. 
Aire I herewith transmit statements Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, pre- 
red in obedience to a resolution of the Se i 
States of the 30:h of December, 1839. Penais ar ihe areg 
Statement No. 1. exhibits the operation of the act of the 
2ist of January, 1829, in relation to drawback on refined sugar, 
and estimated with its bearing on the revenue annually, from 
ES to 1843; assuming as data the drawback payable in 


Statement No. 2 exhibits what the operatio Id have 
been, provided the act of the 2d March, 1633, had made pro- 
vision for a reduction of the drawback in proportion to the bien- 
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nial reduction of duty; assuming the same data as in the pre- 
ceding statement. , : 

Stau ment No.3 exhibits the product of the duties which 
accrued on brown sugar manufactured into refined; the drew- 
back payable on the refined exported, annually; and the rate 
per centum which the drawback payable has been upon the 
duties from 1829 to 1939, and estimated for the annual result to 
1843, based upon the calculations of the year 1839. 

Statement No. 4 exhibits the drawback paid annually from 
1833 to 1839, estimated upon the basis of the year 1839, and is 


extended to 1843, showing what would have been the biennial 
reduction, what the a'nount of drawback payable, and in cents 
and hundredths the rate per pound, had the act of the 2d March, 
1833, provided for such reduction. 

In conformity with the aforesaid resolution, I furnish tables 
A, B, C, and D, in relation to spirits distilled from molasses, 
prepared upon similar principles as those relating to 1efined 
Ehe year 1839 has been taken as the hasis of calculation for 
the succeeding years to 1£43, showirg the operation of the re- 
duction of duty 'and drawback payable. Statement E is a 
recapitulauon and comparison of the preceding statements. 

Tam, sir, most respectfully, . 
Your obedient servant, 
= T.L. SMITH. 
Hon. Levı WoopguRY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

These tables are all valuable. The whole of 
the information which they contain is useful, and 
is applicable to the business of legislation, and go 
to enlighten us on the subject under consideration; 
but ıt is not in my power, continued Mr. B. to 
quote them in detail. Results and prominent 
facts only can be selected; and, proceeding on this 
plan, I here show to the Senate, from table No. 1, 
that as early as the year 1837—being only four 
years afier the compromise act—the drawback 
paid on the exportation of refined sugar actualiy 
exceeded the amount of revenue derived from im- 
ported sugar, by the sum of $861 71. As the du- 
ties continued to diminish, and the drawback re- 
mained the same, this excess was increased in 1838 
to $12,690; and in 1839 it was increased to 
$20,154 37. Thus far the resulis are mathemaii- 
cal; they are copied from the Treasury books; they 
show the actual operation of the compromise act 
on this article down to the end of the last 
year. The table then goes on to skow the 
prospective operation of the act for the remainder 
of the time which it has to run, and which will in- 
clude the great reductions of duty which are to 
take place in 1841 and 1842; and here the results 
become still more striking. Assuming the impor- 
tation of each succeeding year to be the same that 
it was in 1839, and the excess of the drawback over 
the duties will be, for 1840, $37,343 38; for 1841, 
the same; for 1842, $114,693 94; and for 1843, the 
sum of $140, 477 45. These will be the bounties 
payable out of the Tieasury in the present, and in 
the three succeeding years, provided the importa- 
tion of sugars shal! be the same that it was in 1839; 
but will it be the same? ‘To this question, both 
reason and experience answer in the negative. 
They both reply that the importation will increase 
in proportion to the increased profit which the in- 
creasing difference between the duty and the draw- 
back will afford; and this reply is proved by the two 
first columns in the table under consideration. ‘These 
columns show that, under the encouragement to 
importation already afforded by the compromise 
act, the import of sugar increased in six years from 
1,558,971 pounds, costing $72,336, to 11,308,561 
pounds, cesting $554,119. Here was an enormous 
increase under a small inducement compared to 
that which is tə follow; so that we have reason to 
conclude that the importations of the present and 


- ensuing years, unless checked by the passage of the 


bill which { propose to bring in, will not only in- 
crease in the ratio of the past years, but far beyond 
it; and will in reality be limited only by the capaci- 
ty of the world to supply the demand: so great 
will be the inducement to import raw or clayed su- 
gars, and export refined. The effect upon our Trea- 
sury must be great. Several hundred thousand 
dollars per annum must be taken from it for no- 
thing; the whole exacted from the Secretary of the 
Treasury in hard money; his reports having shown 
us that, while paper money, and even depreciated 
paper, is systematically pressed upon the Govern- 
ment in payment of duties, nothing but gold and 
silver will be received back in payment of draw- 
backs. But it is not the Treasury only that would 
suffer: the consumers of sugar would come in for 
their share of the burthen: the drawback will keep 
up the price; and the home consumer must pay the 
drawback as well as the Government: otherwise the 


` 


| 


refiued sugar will seek a foreign market. The con- 
sumers of brown sugar will suffer in the same 
manner; for the manufacturers will monopolize it, 
and refine it, and have their five cents drawback 
either at home or abroad. Add to all this, it will be 
well if enterprising dealers shall not impose domes- 
tic sugars upon the manufacturers, and thus con- 
vet the home crop into an article entitled to draw- 
ack. 

Such are the mischiefs of the act of 1833 in re- 
lation to this article; they are great already, and 
still greater are yet tocome. As early as 1837, 
the whole amount of the sugar revenue, and 
861,71 besides, was delivered over to some twenty 
odd manufacturers of refined sugars! At this day, 
the whole amount of that revenue goes to these 
few individuals, and $37,343,38 besides. This is 
the case this year. Henceforth they are to receive 


the whole amount of this revenue, with some hun- 


dreds of thousands of dollars besides, to be'drawn 
from other branches of revenue, unless this bill is 
passed which I propose to bring in. This is the 
effect of the act, dignified with the name of com- 
promise, and hallowed by the imputed character 
of sacred and inviolable! It turns over a tax 
levied from seventeen millions of people on an 
article of essential comfort, and almost a ne- 
cessary; it turns over this whole tax to a few 
individuals; and that not being enough to 
satisfy their demand, they receive the remainder 
from the National Treasury! It violates the 
Constitution to the whole extent of the excess of 
the drawback over the duty. It subjects the Trea- 
sury to an unforeseen amount of undue demands. 
It deprives the people of the whole benefit of the 
reduction of the sugar tax, provided for by the act 
itself; and subjects them to the mercies of those who 
may chocse to monopolize the article for refinement 
and exportation. The whole number of persons 
into whose hands all this money and power is 
thrown, is, according to a statement derived from 
Gov. Wolf, the late collector of the customs at Phila- 
delphia, no more than own the 29 sugar refineries; 
the whole of which, omitting some small ones in 
the West, and three in New Orleans, are situate on 
the north side of Mason and Dixon’s line! 
Referring Senators to the tables marked 2, 3, and 
4, and especially to the latter, for more detailed in- 
formation on the subject of the sugar tax and draw- 
back, Mr. B. would proceed to the next article to 
the effect upon which, of the comprom’se act, he 
would wish to call their attention; and that article 
was imported molasses, and its manufacture, in 
the shape of exported rum. On this article, and 
its manufacture, the operation of the act was of the 
same character, though not to the same degree, that 
it was on sugars; the duties were reduced, while 
the drawback remained the same. The importa- 
tion of molasses for the year 1833 was 81,402 gal- 
lons; the cost was $14,872; the duties were $4,070; 
and the drawback, $2,960. In 1839, the same 
items, were: importation, 392,368 gallons; the 
cost, $37.61; the duties, $18,048; and the draw- 
back, $13,125. Thus, up to the present time, the 
drawback,though gainingp pon the duty,hasnotover- 
taken it; and will not (upon the assumpticn of the 
importation of 1839 for the importation of ensuing 
years) until the year 1843. In that year, 


| assuming the importation to be 392,368 gallons of 


molasses, and the cost to be $37,601, the duties 
will amount to $14,384, and the drawback on ex- 
ported rums wiil be $14,267. This would be a 
payment of the whole amount of the molasses tax 
to the ram distillers; it would be the taxing of 
seventeen millions of people on their molasses for 
the so'e benefit of a few hundred rum distillers, 
the whole of whom are resident to the north of 
Mason and Dixon’s line. ‘This would be bad 
enough, though not so bad as in the cas? of the su- 
gar tax. So far as the absurdity of taxing a nation 
in an article of common comfort, for the benefit of 
a few individuals—so far as this absurdity was con- 
cerned, it would be on a par with the sugar tax: so 
far as the violation of the Constitution is concerned 
in substituting a premium fora drawback, it would 
still be on a par with it: so farasa menopoly of a 
common comfort of life was concerned, it would 
still be of the same character: and, so far as 
drawing upon cther sources of revenue would be 


concerned, it would approximate slightly to the 
evils of the sugar tax; for it is very certain that the 
importation of molasses, and exportation of rum 
(to say nothing of frauds) will increase as the du- 
ties become less; and that the importation of 1843, 
and even of 1841 and 1842, and far exceed 
that of 1839; and thus create a demand upon t e 
Treasury for a larger amount of drawback on ex- 
ported rum than the duty on imported molasses 
would pay. All this is very clear without aay 
fraud in the case. But are we to escape frauds in 
a case where the commission of them is so easy, 
the temptation so great, and the detection so diffi- 


i cuh? If we are, we shall be more fortunate than 


we have been heretofore, and that under the cir- 
cumstancess of a less temptation. It is well 
known that whiskey can be converted into New 


England rum, and exported as such, and 
receive the drawback of the molasses du- 
ty; and that this has been done just as 


often as the price of whiskey (and the mean- 
est would answer the purpose) was less than 
the cost of molasses. The proce-s was this. Pur- 
chase base whiskey at a low raie—filtrate it 
through charcoal}, to deprive it of smell and tasie— 
then pass it through a rum distillery, in company 
with a little real ruam—and the whiskey would 
come out rum, very fit to be sold as such at home, 
or exported as such with the benefit of drawback. 
All this has been done, and has been proved to be 
done; and, therefore, may be done again, and cer- 
tainly will be done, under the increased ltemp'a- 
tion which the compromise act now affords, and 
will continue to afford, if not amended as proposed 
by the bill I propose to bring in. It was preved 
before a committee of the House of Representa- 
tives in the session of 1827-8. Mr. Jeromus Jobn- 
son, then a member of Congress from the city of 
New York, now a custom house officer in that 
city, testified directly to the fact. Yo the 
quevtion: “Are there not large quantities of 
whiskey used with molasses in the distillation of what 
is called new rum?” He answered: “ There are.” 
That whiskey is now used for that purpose, is 
clearly established by the table marked B. That 
table shows that the importation of foreign mo- 
lasses for the year 1839 was 392,368 gallons; and 
the exportation of distilled rum for that quantity 
was 356,699 gallons; that is to say, nearly as many 
gallons of rum went out as of molasses came in; 
and, admitting that a gallon of good molasses will 
make a gallon of rum, yet the average is below it. 
Inferior or common molasses falls short of pro- 
ducing gallon for gallon by from 5 to 7% per cent. 
Now make an allowance for this deficiency; allow 
also for the quantity of foreign molasses consumed 
in the United States in other ways; allow likewise 
for the quantity of rum made from molasses, and 
not exported, but consumed at home:allow for these 
three items, and the conviction becomes irresistible, 
that whiskey was used in the distillation of ram 
in the year 1839, and exported with the benefit of 
drawback! But, lest it should be objected that a 
single year is not a fair test, I wi'l take three years 
together: I will take the three last years; and will 
show that the result is the same for each——that the 
exportation of rum nearly equals the importation 
of molasses for each year. The three years in 
question stand thus: 

Molasses imported. Rum exported. 


Gallons. Gallons. 
1837 128,246 116,588 
1833 236,216 214,742 
1839 392,368 356,699 


The results are the same in each year; and they 
announce the fact that something else besides mo- 
lasses is a material used for the manufacture of 
thisrum. That material is whiskey—base whiskey 
-—the cheapest which can be made, or bought; and, 
whenever costing less by the ga!lon than molasses, 
itis accordingly bought for distillation inte ram 
for exportation. This bas been done heretofore; 
it is done now; and wi:l continue to be done more 
largely than ever under the additional inducements 
afforded by the compromise act. 

I pass to the third item mentioned in the bill— 
the fishing bounties and a lowances—and which I 
propuse to reduce in proportion to the redaction 
which the salt duty has undergone and is to undergo. 
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And here I am met by a question, wheiher these 
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3. The act of 1792 repeals “the bounty in lieu of | 


allowances ars founded upon the sa't duty, and drawback on DRIED fish,” and “in lieu of that, and |! 


should rise and fall with it, or are independent of | 
that tax, and can be kept up without it? Lhold ' 
the affirmative of this question. I hold that the 
allowances test upon the duty, and upon nothing 
else but the dutv, and there is neither LAW nor 
CONSTITUTION to support them on any other 
principle. This is what I hold; but J should not 
have noticed the question at this time, except for 
the issue joined upon it between the Senator from 
Massachusetts who sits farther on the other side 
{Mr. Davis] and myself. He and I have made up 
an issue on th's point; and, without going into the 
argument at this time, I will cite him to the origi- 
nal petition from the Massachusetts Legislature, 
asking for a drawback of the duties, or, as they 
styled it, “a remission of duties on all the dutiable 
articles used én the fisheries; and also premiums and 
bounties; and to halt a dozen acts of Congress which 
PROVE my position, hoping that these may be suf- 
ficient; but promi-iag to come down upon him 
with an avalanche of AUTHORITIES, if they are 
not. 

The datiable articles used in the fisheries, and 
of which a remission of duty was asked, calcu- 
lated on a vessel of sixty-five tons, for cne sea,on, 
were: 


On salt - - - - $80 25 
Oa rum - - ° - 1400 
On tea - - - - 264 ; 
On sugar - - - 303 i 
On molasses - - - 99 | 
On coarse woollens - - 7 33 
. Oa lines, lead, and hooks - 209 
_ On sail cluth - - - 205 
On cordage, cables, &c. - - 20 00 
On tonnage - - - 309 
Oa iron - - - - 100 
$138 00 


This petition, presented to Congress in the year 
1790, was referred to the Secretary of State [Mr. 
Jerrerson] for a report upon it; and his repoit 


was, “that a drawback of duties ought to be allowed to || 


the fishermen on the articles used in their calling,” and 
that he fisheries are not to draw support from the 
Treasury.” This report was sanctioned by the 
immediate action of Congress, and has governed 
every law that has been made upon the subject. 
Confining my quotations from acts of Congress to 
the- main article used by fishermen, and paying 
duty, namely, sall,1 shall proceed to show what 
the leg:slation of Congress has been upon it; and, 
in doing so, shall show that the salt duty, from 
1790 to the present ‘day, has constituted the sole 
foundation for the fi-hiag bounties and allowances; 
and that the two have constantly ri-en together, 
and fallen together, inseparable in their life and in 
their death. ; 

T. The first act is that of 1789, the same which | 
impcsed a duty of six cents a bushel on salt, and | 
whch granted a bounty of five cents a barrel on | 
pickled fish exported, and also on beef and pork ` 
exported, and five cents a quintal on dried fish ex- 
ported; and declared these bounties to be “in lieu 
of a drawback of the duties imposed on the importation : 
of the salt employed and expended therein.” 

This act 1s itself decisive of the whole question. 
In the first place it declares tre bounty to be in lieu 
of a drawback of the salt duty. In the second 
place, i conforms to the principle of all drawoacks, 
and oaly granis the bounty on that porticn of the 
fish wh:ch shall be exported. In the third place, it 
gives the same bounty, and in the same words, to 


the exporters of sa'ted'beef and pork, which is given | 
to the exporters of fish: and certainly mariners were ' 
not expected to be created among the raisers of | Gordon S Mumford, of New York; Nathan Wil- ; 


l liams, of New Jersey; and Eliphalet Wickes, of : 


swine and cattle ! 


2 Ia 1790 the duty on salt was doubled; it was | 


raised from six to twelve cents a bushel: by the : 
same act the fishing and provision bounties and al- 
lowances were als» doubled: they wee raised from 
five to tea cents the barrel an ] the quintal. 
act the bounties and allowances both to fish and 
provisions were described to be “in lieu of draw- | 
back of the duty on salt used in curing fish and pro- | 
pitied exported.” Vol. 2, chap. 2, Laws United | 
tates. i 


i 
By this | 
| 
| 


_ and changes its name from BOUNTY to ALLOW- 


_ of tonnage allowance to the fishing vessel, and was 
` passed upon the pelition of the fishermen, and to 


. exporting merchant. 
: men’s petition, aud for that parpose; and to exclude 


as a COMMUTATION thereof, and EQUIVA- 
LENT therefor,” shilts the bounty from the quintal 
of dried fish to the tonnage of the fishing vessel, 


ANCE. This is the key actto the present system | 


enable the crew of the vessel to draw the bounty in- 
stead of letting it fall into the hands of the 
It was done upon the fisher- 


all idea of considering this change as a change of 
p-licy, and that the allowance was now to become 
a bourty from the Treasury for the encouragement 
of a nursery for seamen, the act went on to make 
this precise an! explicit declaration: ‘That the al- 
lowance segranted to the fishing vessel was a commu- 
tation of, and an equivalent for, the bounty in lieu of 
drawback of the duties imposed on the importation of 
the salt used in curing the fish exported.” Vol 2, chap. 
2, Laws United Sta'es. 

4. In 1797 the duty on salt was rais d from twelve 


f 
| 


i cents to twenty cents a bushel: by the sime act a . 


corresponding rise was made in the bounties to ex- 


: ported salted provisions and pickled fish, and in the 


` lowances built upon it. 


| the allowances to fishing vessels, for the term of 


allowance to fishing vessels. The salt duty was 
raised one-third; and these bounties and allowances 
were raised one-third. Thirty three and one-third 
per cent. was added all round; and the act was ex- 
plicit in again s'yling the bounties and allowances 
as a commutation in lieu of the drawback cf the |, 
salt duty. Vol. 3, chap. 176, Laws United States. | 

5. The act of April 12, 1800, continues the salt 
duty, and with it coniinues all the bounties to 
salted provisionsan4 pickled fish exported, and all 


ten years; and then adds this proviso: ‘That these |! 
allowances shall not be understood to be continued for a 
longer time than the correspondent duties on salt, re- || 
spectively, for which the said allowances were granted, 
shall be payable.” Such are the terms of the act of || 
the year 1800. Itisaclincher. It nails up every 
thing. It shows that Congress was determined 
that the salt duty ard the bounties and the allow- 
ances shonid be one and indivisib'e; that they 
should come and go together—should rise and fall 
together—should live and die tegether. It may be 
seen in volume 3, chapter 176, of the Laws of the 
Unved States. 

6. In 1807, Mr. Jefferson being President, the 
salt tax was abolished upon his recommendation; 
and with it all tne bounties and allowances to figh- |, 
ing vessels, to pickled fish, and to salted beef and | 
pork, were all sweptaway. The same act abo- | 
lished the whole. ‘The first section repealed the |i 
salt duty; the second repealed the bounties and al- | 
lowances; the salt duty was t» cease on the first | 
day of January, 1808, and the bountie3 and allow- 
ances ceased on the same day. ‘Thesecond section 


of the act declares: 
“That from and after the first day of January next, so much , 
of any actasallowsa bounty on exported salt provisions and 
pickled fish, in lieu of drawbuck of the duties on the salt em- 
ployed in curing the same, and so much of any act as makes ; 
allowances to the owners and crews of fishing vessels, in lieu 
of drawback of the duties paid on the salt used in the same, | | 
shall be, and the same hereby is, repealed.” r ; 
This was the end of the first salt tax in the | 
the United States, and of all the bounties and al- 
It fell under the Republi- | 
can administration of Mr. Jeflerson, and with the , 
un:nimous vote of every Republican, and also |, 
with the votes of many of the Fedevalists. The | 
journal of the House of Representaives shows | 
that there were but five votes rgainst the passage , 
of the repealing bill, and these were Messrs. Isaac 
L. Green and Josiah Quincy, of Massachusetts; |’ 


Maryland. These were the whole who voted | 
against the repval; and of all the members of the . 
House present, there was not ONE who suggested | 
that the fishing bounties and allowances were in- | 
dependent of the salt duty, or ought to be conti- | 
nued one instant after that duty was repealed. |i 

7. After this, for six years, there was no salt tay, | 
and no’ fishing bounty or allowance in the United |; 
States. The twe thmeasures—the tax, and its | 


offspring—slept toge er in the tomb from 1807 to i 
i 


, termination of the wer. 
' the 1ax and the bounties and allowances founded 


' mackerel fisheries. 


1813. The war revived them, and revived them 
tcgether; and the bill which restored them to life, 
condemned them to death within one year after the 
Before that year was out, 


upon it, were coatinued until repealed by Con- 
gress; and it is that act which is now in force. 
The very act, then, which now keeps alive the fish- 


_ ing bounti:s and allowances, brought them into 


existence as an appendage to the salt duty—as its 
natural product, and inseparable companion—and 


- all that we have to do is to repeal the salt act of 
: 1813, and the fishing bounties and allowances are 


left without a law to support them—so thoroughly 
anl indissolubly are they connected together; so 
mutually and entirely are they dependent upon 
each other. 

Mr. B. said the fishing bounties and allowances 
were granted upon petitions from Massachusetts 
fifty years ago. The fishing interest asked four 
things: 1. A remission of duties on the articles 
used in their callirg, of which salt was the chief; 
2. A boun'y out of the Treasury, in imitation of 
the British bounties; 3. These benefits to be granied 
to the whale ships; 4. To be granted to the cod 
and mackerel fisheries. Of these four applications, 
Congress granted two: namely, the remission of 
duties on salt, in the shape of bounty and allow- 
ance; and this relief to the mackerel and cxd fishe- 
ries, not the whale fisheries. Mr. B. relied upon 
this to show that encouragement to mariners was 


| no part of the object of the fishing bounties and 
| allowances. 


Not a cent had ever gone to the 
whale ships: they had enly gone to the cod and 
The noble whaler of four or 
five hundred tons, with her ample crew, which 
sailed twenty thousand miles, doubling a most 
tempestuous cape, before she arrived at her field of 
operations—which remained out three years, wag- 


' iog actual war with the monsters of the deep—a 


warin which a brave heart, a steady eye, and an 
iron nerve, was as much wanted asin any battle 
withman—this noble whaler got nothing: it all 
went to the cod and mackerel fisheries, which were 
carried on in small vessels, some as small as five 
tons, and in the rmvers and along the coasts, and 
on the banks of New Found'and, and where no- 
thing but the hook and line was used. Enterprising, 
hardy, and meritorious as these hook and line 
fishermen might be, they were not to be compared 
as mariners, nor their business asnursisg seamen 
to be compared to the whalers and whalemen. 


i Yet these latter received no part of the bounties 


and allowances; and the reason was because they 
did not pay duties on imimported sa!t. 

Mr. B. here read an article from the New Hamp- 
shire Gazette, of March 9:h, published at Ports- 
mouth, to show that the view he took of the fishing 
bounties and allowances, as founded upon the salt 


` duties, was sustaire! by that-paper, and also by the 


community ; that all attempts to get up an excile- 


. ment among the fishermen had failed at the election 
| of March, 1838, and would fail at the impending 


election, (which they did;) that the fishermen knew 


' that the beunties and allowances were founded 


upon the salt tax; that they rose and fell with that 
duty; and that they were tou just to desire the al- 
lowancies without the duties, and had too much 
regard to the rest of the Union to desire th? whole 
country to be taxed in their salt on theiraccount. 
After a just tribute to the integrity and firmness 
of the fishermen, in resisting this a'tempt at a little 
fish panic, and a compliment to the New Hampshire 
Gazette, the oldest newspaper in the State, Mr. B. 
said: I here rest my statutory citations on this subject. 
I have done nothing but cite statutes to establish 
my positicn; and surely I havecited enough. If 
not, and the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Davis,] or any other Senator, shall wish to hear 
any thing more, I pledge myself to gratity him. I 
pledge myself to take up the question, and to go 
through with it; to pile law upon law, authority 
upon authority, and reason upon reason, until eve- 
ry objection shall be crushed under their weight, 
and the last doubt expunged from the mind of eve- 
ry Senator. I pledge myself to prove the point 
to their satisfaction, and that boh negatively and 
affirmatively: negatively, that the fishing bounties 
and allowances NEVER were granted as encou- 
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ragement to a Rursery of seamen; and affirmative- 
ly, that they were granted in lieu of a drawback of 
the salt duty, and, asa commutation thereof, and an 
equivalent therefor, and then I will do more: I will 
prove that, constitutionally, these allowances can 
only be justified on the priaciple of a drawback. 

T now cume to the clause in my bill which has 
called forth these preliminary remarks; the third 
clause, which proposes the reduction of fishing 
bounties and allowances in proportion to the reduc- 
tion of fishing bounties and allowances in propor- 
tion to the reduction which the salt tax has under- 
gone, and shall undergo. And here, it is not the 
compromise act alone thatis to be blamed: a previ- 
ous act shares that censure with it. To 1830 the 
saltduty was reduced one half, to take effect in 
1830 and 1831; the fishing bounties and allowances 
shou'd have been reduced one-half at the same 
time. l made the motion in the Senate to that ef- 
fect; but it failed of success. When the compre- 
mise act was passed in 1833, and provided for a 
farther redaction of the salt daty—a reduction 
which has now reduced it two-thirds, and in 1841 
and °42 will reduce it still Jower—when this act 
was passed, a reduction of the fishiog bounties and 
allowances should have taken place. The two Sena- 
tors who concocted that act in their chambers, and 
brought it here to be registered as the royal edicts 
were registered in the times of the old French mo- 
narchy; when these two Senators concocted this 
act, they should have inserted a provision in it for 
the correspondent reduction of the fishing bounties 
and allowances with the salt tax: they should have 
placed these allowances, and the refined sugar, and 
the ram drawbacks, all on the same footing, andre- 
duced them all in proportion to the reduction of 
the duties on the articles on which they were 
founded. They did not do this. They omitted the 
whole; with what mischief you have already seen 
in the case of ram and refined sugar, 


allowarces. I attempced to supply a part of their 
omission in making the motion in relation to draw- 
backs, which was read to you at the commence- 
ment of these remarks. Failing in that motion, I 
made no further attempt, but waited for TIME, 
the great arbiter of all question=, to show the mis- 
chief, and to enforce the remedy. That arbiter is 
now here, with his proofs in his band, in the 
shape of certain reports from the Treasury Depart- 
ment in relation to the salt duty and the fishing 
bounties and allowances, which have been printed 
by the order of the Senate, and constitate part of 
the salt document, No. 196. From that document 
I now proceed to collect the evidences of one 
branch of the mischief—the pecuniary branch of 
it—which the omission to make the proper reduc- 
tions in these allowances has inflicted upon the 
country. i 
The salt duty was reduced one fourth in the 
year 1831; the fishing bounties and allowances that 
year were $313,894; they should have been reduced 
one fourth also, which would have made them 
about $160,000. In 1832 the daty was reduced 
one half; the fishing bounties and allowances were 
paid in full, and amounted to $234,137; they 
should hawe been reduced one half; and then 
$117,018 would have discharged them. The com- 
promise act was made in 1833, and, under the ope- 
ration of that act, the salt daty has undergone bien- 
nial reductions potil it is now reduced to about one 
third of its original amount: if it had provided for 
the correspondent reduction of the fishing bounties 
and allowances, there would have been saved from 
that year to the year 1839—the last to which the 
retarns have been made up—an annual average 
sam of abont $150,000; or a gross sam of about 
$900,000. The prospective loss can only be esti- 
PNE aar Re to apa rapidly, owing to the 
arge redactions in the salt duty in the 
and 1842. y years 184i 
The present year, 1840, lacks but a little of ex- 
-hausting the whole amount of the salt revenae in 


and shall pre- : 
sently see in the case of the fishing bounties and | 


TInion, 


.of comfort, is laid for the 


paying the fishing bounties and allowances; the 
next year will take more than the whole; and the 
year after will require about double the amount of 
the salt revenue of that year to be taken from other 
branchesof the revenue to satisfy the demands of 
the fi-hing vessels. 
year, and the ensuing ones, are of course com- 
puted: they are compatations founded upon the 
basis of the last ascertained year’s operations. The 
last year to which all the heads of this branch of 
business is made up, is the year 1838; aad for that 
year they stand thus: Salt imported, in round num- 
bers, seven millions of bushels; nett revenue from 
it, about $430,000; fishing bounties and allowances, 
$320,000. Assuming the importation of the pre- 
sent year to be the same, 
lowances to be the same, the loss to the Treasury 
will be $206,000; for the salt duty this year will 
undergo a further reduction. In 1842, when this 
duty has reached its lowest point, the whole amount 
of revenue derived from it is computed at about 
$170,000, while the fishing bounties and allowances 
continuing the same, namely, about $320,000, the 
salt revenue in the gross will be litle more than 
half enoogh to pay it; and, after deducting the 
weighers’ and measurers’ fees, which come out of 
the Treasury, and amount to $52,500 on an impor- 
tation of seven millions; after deducting this item, 
there will be a deficiency of about $200,000 in the 
salt revenue, in meeting the drawbacks, in the shape 
of bounties and allowances founded upon it. 
two-thirds of the 
is at this time paid to the fishing vessels, Next 
year it will all go to them; and after 1842, we shall 
have to raise money from other sources to the 
amount of $200,000 per annem, or raise the salt 
duty itself to produce that amount, in order to sa- 
tisfy these drawbacks, which were permitted to take 
the form of bounties and allowances to fishing ves- 
sels. Such is the operation of the compromise act! 
that act which is styled sacred and inviolable! 


Of the other mischiefs resulting from this com- 
promise act, which reduced the duties on salt, and 
the one which preceded it for the same purpose, 
without reducing the correspondent bounties and 
allowances to the fishing interest—of these remain- 
ing mischiefs, whereof there are many, I mean to 
mention but one; and merely to mention that, and 
not to argue it. It is the constitutional objection to 
the payment of any thing beyond the duty received 


—the payment of any thing which exceeds the , 
duty. Up to that point, I admit | 


érawback of the 
the constitutionality of drawbacks, whether pass- 
ing under that name, Or changed to the name of a 
bounty, or an allowance in lieu of drawback. I 
admit the constitutional right of Congress to per- 
mit a drawback of the amount pəid in. I deny 
the constitutional right to permit a drawback of any 
amount beyond what was paid in. This is my po- 
sition, which I pledge myself to maintain, if any 
one disputes it; and applying this principle to the 
fishing bounties and allowances, and also to the 
drawbacks in the case of refined sugars and rum: 
and I boldly atfirm that the Constitution of the 


United States has beén in a state of flagrant viola- | 


tion, under the compromise act, from the day of its 
passage to the present hour, and will continue so 
until the bill is passed which I am about to ask 
leave to bring in. 

Sir, I quit this part of miy subject with presenting, 
in a single pic'ure, the conden-ed view of what I 
have been dstailing: It is thatthe whole annual 
revenue derived from SUGAR, SALT, and MO- 
LASSES, is delivered over gratuitously to a few 
thousand persons in a particular section of the 
and is not even sufficient to satisfy their de- 
mands! In other words, that a tax upon a nation 
of seventeen millions of pe:ple, upon three articles 
of universal consumption, articles of necess‘ty, and 
benefit of a few dozen 
rum distillers and sugar refiners, and a few thou- 
sand fishermen; and not being sufficient for them, 
the deficit, amounting to maby hundred thousand 


The results for the present | 


; prove to 


is taken from other branches 
of the revenue, and presented to them! and all this 
the effect of act which was made out of doors, 
which was not permitted to-be amended on its 
passage, and which is-now held to be sacred and 
inviolable! This is the picture I present—which I 
be true—and the like of which is- not to 
be seen in the legislation, or even in the despotic 
decrees, of arbitrary monarchs, in any other country 
upon the face of the earth. 
A few words upon another point, and I cease my 


` remarks for the present. 


I stated, in my opening observations, that the act 


"of 1833 was incapable of any regular, uniform, 
. fixed, or certain execution; that its provisions were 


and the bounties and al- | 


Thu; | 
whole amount of the salt revenue | 


| different authorities, or persons to execute it. 


tov vague, loose, and unintelligible to admit of any 
wiiform cons'ruction; and that it would Teceive as 
many different interpretations as there apo be 
bis 
is what I said at the commencement of these re- 
marks, and it was only a repetition of what I said 
seven years ago, when the act was on its passage. 
I then said that no Administration could execute 
that act; that no two humat beings, or any two 
authorities, could construe it alike. I was an- 
swered by one of the authors of the measure, [Mr. 
Cray,} that ifthe Administration would try to exe- 
cute it in the spirit in which, it was made, they 
would find no difficulty; they could do it easy 
enough. This is what I said seven years ago, and 
this the answer which I then received: and now 
let us see what the answer is which TIME gives to 
my remark. It is this (holding up a document.) 
It is what is contained in this document, No. 49, 


of ‘the House of Representatives—being a mes- 


Joss of $500,000 per 


‘where the mixture is such as 


sage from the President of the United States, cover- 
ing reports from the Secretary of the Treasury and 
from the Comptroller of the Treasury, with opi- 
nions from the late Attorneys General of the United 
States, Messrs. Butler and Grondy, with letters 
from the collectors of the customs at all the princi- 
pal Atlantic parts; all relating to the practical ope- 
ration of this famous compromise act, and showing 
a great deal more about i's operation than I have 
now either time or inclination to present. I limit 
myself to three articles out of the long list which it 
contains, namely, SILKS, LINENS, and W OR- 
STEDS; and, passing over details, give the results 
in the annual losses to the revenue arising from di- 
versity of decision by the Treasury officers and 
the judiciary in the construction of this act. And first 
of silks. The document, at. page 44, states the 
annual ascertained loss during four years’ opera- 
tion of the act to be, 
Ia 1835 - $624,356 In 1837 - 463,090 
1836 - 847,162 1838 ~- 428,237 
Making in the four years, $2,362,845; and the 
Comptroller computes the annual prospective loss 
during the time the act may remain unaltered, at 
$800,000. Se much for silks; now for linens. 
The same page, for the same four years, presents 
the annual loss on this article to be: s 
Ia 1835 - $370,785 In 1837 - 303,241 
1836 - 516,988 1838 226,375 
Making the sum of $1,411,389 on this article 
for the four years; to which is to be added the esti» 
mated sum of $400,000, for the future annual 
losses, if the act remains unaltered. 
On worsted goods, for the same time, 
45, the report exhibits the losses thas: 
In 1835, - $409,329 - 1857, - $209,391 
1836, - 416,832 1838, - 249,590 
Making a total of ascertained loss on this head, 
in the brief space of four years, amount to the sum 
of $1,285,142; with a computation of a prospective 
annum, while the compromise 
Such are the results on three 
the mized ones, and 
io make it iutpossible 
to tell to what cla:sifiation of goods the-article be- 
longs under the vague and general phrases of the act, 
t! e contrariety of construction among Treasury of- 
ficers, attorneys general, collectors of the customs, 
jadges on the Dench, and juries m the box, becomes 


and on page 


act remains as it is. 
articles of unmixed fabricks; 


o74 


too great for me to undertake to state. The result 
is that the Treasury Department, and the Congress, 
have nearly ceased to bave any control in 
fixing or collecting the custom-house revenue. 
That business is now transferred to the juries of 
the importing cities—that is to say, it is trans‘erred 
to those who have to pay the revenue, and who uni- 
formly decide in favor of the payers; and that 
amidst the triumphant shouts of the political party 
now called Whigs. Two milljons per annum is 
at as the loss of the Treasury from the di- 
versity of opigions about the classification of these 
mixed fabrics. What is ready made clothing, and 
what not, is equally asubject of contradictory de- 
cision. Happy would it be for the Government if 
things stopped there——if these juries only decided 
upon the amount of revenue to be paid into the 
Treasury: bat that is net the case; they decide upon 
the question of taking revenue ewt of it; and who- 
ever chooses to sue a collector, to recover back 
what he has paid in, under an alleged overcharge 
of the collector, is pretty sure to succeed! I have 
geen but one case reported to the contrary. But I 
forbear—I stop. My motion is for leave to bring 
in a bill to amend some of these errors—to stop 
some of the mischiefs of this compromise act of 
1833—that act, the evils of which it is my pride 
to have foreseen, and my boast to have denounced 
on the night of its passage through this chamber. 


I now ask leave to bring in my bill, trusting - 


that I have shown enough to entitle me to the fa- 
vor. 

After a few remarks from Mr. DAVIS, concar- 
ing in many of Mr. B’s positions, bat declining to 
enter at present into a discussion oa the fishing 
bounties, leave was granted to introduce the bill, 
and it was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate a letter from the Secre- 


tary of the Navy, transmitting, for the use of the members, 
any copie of the Navy Register for the year 1840; which was 


Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Florida, praying for 


the of an act prani to the settlers of the public 
lends in Territory of Florida, who were deprived of their 
eettlements by decrees of the courts of the United States, the 


right of pre-emption to a like quantity of other public lands; 
which wore rey to the Cominius on the Public Lendi 

Also, a petition of Abigail in, praying remuneration for 
the Berol aionary services of her late husband; which was re- 
ferred to the committee on Revolationary Claims. — 

Mr. BENTON presented the petiuon of James Miage Burton; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. LINN the petition of Thomas P. Copes; which 
wag reforred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, the memoria! of the corporate authorities of St. Louis, 

ing reimbursement of moneys expended in improving the 

farbor. and a further appropriation for the same; which was 
referrec to the Committee on Commeree. 


Also, the petition of Mr. Munson; which was referred to | 


the Committe on Military Affaire. g 
Also, certain documenta in relation to the claim of J. T. V. 
Thompeon and Andrew Gartin; which was referred to the Ccm- 
+ mittes on Military Affairs. 
7 “Mr. BUCHANAN presented a remonstrance against the an- 
\ mexation of Texas to the Union; which was laid on the table. 

Mc. B. also presented the memorial ofa number of citizens of 
the United States, praying the imposition of a moderate duty 
on silka; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

_ Also, a memorial of a wamber of tobacco manufacturers and 
othere, citizens of Philadelphia, praying an increase of duties on 
imported cigars; which was refe to the Committee on Manu- 
factures. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for the 
aholition of slavery in the District of Columbia; the motion to 
reeeive which h waa on motion by Mr. KING, laid on the table. 

a memorial, praying an alteration of tne Constitution on 
the subject of slavery; the motion to receive which was laid 


on the table. 

Also, a memorial remonstrating against the use of blood- 
hounds ın the Florida war; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT prescribed the petition of Phebe Warry; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of John W. Thompsen; 
which wae referred to the Commitee on Claims, 

Mr TALLMADGE presented the memorial of a number of 
Citizens of the State of New York, praying the passage of a 
hankrept law; which was referred to Committee on the 


judiciary. 

Alse, the proceedings of a mectingof citizens of the city of 
New York ia fayorof a bankrupt law; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALL presented a petition of a number of citizens of 
the Unite States, praying an increase of the duties on foreign 
silke; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the memoriat of the Legislature 
of Mississippi, praying the erection of several fortifications on 
the southern coast of that Biasi anda durtoy and examination 
of the different harbors and sounds on the said coast; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and the Commit- 

tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STURGEUN ted the memorial of a number of 
ekazene of Pennsylvania for the eof a general bankrupt 
law; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the memorial of a numiber J tobaceo menofacturer of 
Phil ja, praying an increase of the duties on imported ci- 
ee; was referred to the Committees on Manufactures. 
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Mr. YOUNG presented§two petitions from citizens of the 
Sate of Ilinois, praying the establishment ef mail routes; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post Office an 
Poet Roads. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the memorial of Edward S. 
Wright of Georgetown, D. C. praying to be released from lia- 
bility on a bond given by A. B. Claxton and Co. for their faithful 
performance of their contract for printing the Biennial Regis- 
ter; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of a number of citi- 
sens of Illinois, praying the establishment of a mail route; 


which was referred te the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Roads. f 
Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of a number of citizens 


of Hamilton county, Ohio, praying that two terms of the Cir- | 


cuit Court of the United States for the district of Ohio may be 
holden in each year, at the city of Cincinnati; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BENTON, frem the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
which was referred the bill for the relief of Captain Snodgrass’s 
company of Alabama volunteers, reported the same without 
amendment. ; , 

The bili was then, on motion of Mr. B. considered asin Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which was referred the bill for the relief of Gregoire Sarpy, 
made a report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads, who were instructed to inquire into the subject, 
reported a resolution to authorize the transmission of certain 
documents free of postage; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. : , 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the bill to establish and regulate the navy 
ration, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the following motion, 
which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 


report to the Senate, as early as practicable, the original quan- 
tity of public lands in each of the States of Ohio, Indiana, Ilji- 


nois, and Missouri; how many acres have been eold ineach of | 


those States, and the amount of two per cent. fund which has 
accrued on the nett amount of said sales, up to the latest re- 
turns; and also the total quantity of public lands which remain 
unsold in said several States, and also the quantity of land sold 
and patented in each State. , i 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: , 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation to 
satiaty the claim of Lieut. Albert Mliler Lea for money ex- 

and services rendered in surveying the Southern boun- 
of the line ef the lowa Territory. 
ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. LUMPKIN eaid he rose to perfor:n what he conceived to 
bea duty imposed on him, which was to ask the Senate to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the resolution fixing a day for the 
adjournment of Congress. This was the day to which, with 
some reluctance, he had consented that its consideration should 
be postponed, and every day’s experience but the more firmly 
convinced him not only of the propriety of considering it, but 
ofacting on it. He would not detain the Senate h7 further re- 
mark, as there was no necessity of argument to elucidate the 
proposition, and every Senator could judge for himself of its 
prupricty orimpropriety. He asked that the resolution might 

read by the Secretary; which was done. 

The resolution was in the following words: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 


the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Re- i 


roa do adjourn their respective Houses sine die, on 
onday, the 18th day of May next. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, that having voted against this | 
proposition, when it was last before the Senate, and would vote | 


against it now, he wished to makea few remarks in explana- 
tion of his votes. He was as anxious as any other Senator 
Senator for an early adjournment.of Congress, and the moment 
he saw the public business in such a state of forwardness as 
would warrant him in doing so, he would be willing tofixa 
day on which the session should terminate. But we were sent 
here to transact the important business of the nation, and no 
consideration of personal, convenience would induce him to 
givea vote which might defeat important measures, because 
we had not sufficient time tor their proper discussion. Hein- 


tended to remain until the business of the country was done, ; 


and the very moment he saw a prospect of its termination, he 
he would vate to fix a day for adjournment. 

Mr. WEBSTER said the mover of the resolution had his 
most cordia! concurrence in the views which induced him to 
offer it, but he regretted that Monday had been named as the 
day for adjournment. Tie thought that Wednesday would be 
better, as then the last three daya could with propriety be de- 
voted to business. It seemed to be generally admitted that the 
Senate could get through its business by the day mentioned, and 
he could see no impropriety in their passing the resolution; and 
if the House thinks the time too short, it canamend the resolu- 
tion. In his opinion the day fixed was sufficiently remote. We 
shall by that tinte have been neatly six months in session, 
which was longer than the legislative session of any nation in 
the world, with the exception, perhaps, of Great Britain. 

Mr. NORVELL said he was decidedly in favor of fixing an 
early day for adjournment. The long sessions of Congress 
were always too Jong, and the short sessions ger.erally too short. 
With a view tothe correction of this evil, and to present a new 
motive for an earlier adjournment than usual of the first session 
of eachCongrese, he proposed a second resolution, providing that 
the next session of Congress should commence on the second 
Monday of November. 

Mr. WEBSTER observed that this could only be done by 


aw. 
Mr. LUMPKIN would prefer a direct vote upon his joint re- 
solution for an adjournment on the 18th of May. 

_Mr. NORVELL said that the suggestions thrown out induced 
him to withdraw his amendment, and to sate that he should to- 
morrow ask leave to introducea bill for an earlier comnience- 
ment of the next session of Congress, if the juint resolution for 
adjourning in May should pass. 

r. GRUNDY said that he presumed every Senator present 
was animated by a desire to bring the session toa close as soon 
as it eould be done with propriety; but it appeared to him that 


it would be acting somewhat precipitately to pass on the reso- 
lution at this time. In the course of a week or two they would 
be better enabled to judge of the time it would require to trans- 
act the public business, and they should measure this time by 
the quantity of business to be done, and not by their personal 
convenience or inconvenience. There were many subjects of 
importance yet to be discussed, and amon them he would 
mention the bankrupt law. He had always been 
opposed to such a law, but there had been such a general 
expression of sentiment in favor of such a law at the present 
session, that he was disposed to give the measure his most 
careful consideration,and If convinced of its practical utility, ho 
would vote for tt. If gentlemen thought that this important sub- 
ject and other ‘measures could be discussed and acted upon 
within the time propused, they were right in voting for the pro- 
position to fix the day of adjournment, but for his own part he 
thought it would be more prudent to defer its consideration for 
the present, F 
r. WEBSTER thought there was ample time to discuss the 
bankrupt law, as he supposed it would not be complicated 
in its provisions. The chairman cf the Judiciary Comn ittee 
had informed the Senate that he would probably introduce the 
bill in the course of this week, and two o1 three weeks would 
be ample to discuss and act upon it. f 
Mr. WILLIAMS was altogether unwilling to vote for this 
proposition, in the situation in which his State was placed. Tt 
was koown to the Senate and to the country that his State was 
invaded, and a portion of her territory was in the possession of 
the troops ofa foreign power. The British Government have 
been informed that a persistance in this course will 
be deemed by this Government as inconsistent with 
the stipulations which were entered into by the 
Governors of Maine and New Brunswick. Howjlong it 
would require for us to be'informed of the result of this decla- 
ration, he did not know; but he thought that Congress should 
not adjourn without taking measures to settle this question de- 
finitively. If Congress adjourned, the inference would be that 
Great Britain wasto keep possession of the disputed territory 
until Congress wasagain assembled. This he was opposed to, 
and he thought it would not be submitted to by the ple of 
his State. A call had been recently made on the President 
for information on a subject which had some bearing on this 
matter: he alluded to the warlike preporations of Great Britain 
on the North and Northwestern frontier; and until ihat was 
answered, he thought it would be imprudent to act on this 
qneation of adjournment. He would therefore move to post- 
pons the further consideration of the resolution to this day two 


weeks. 

Mr. SEVIER said, ifthey remained here until the Maine 

undary question was settled, they would probably be in ses- 
sion until the 4th of March next. He thought himself that it 
was full time this question was settled; but he had no expecta- 
tation that ıt would be settled at an eaily day. Ifthe Senator 
intends to force this matter to a decision, let him bring in a bill 
declaring war against Great Britain, if ehe wil! not relinquish 
her pretensions, and it shall have my most favorable considera. 
tion. He thought these repeated postponements of this resolu- 
ton, and thus consuming a day in every week in its discussion, 
was a fruitless and unprofitable course; and he weuld vote 
against any further postponement. 

M.. WILLIAMS said he was not, at this time, prepared to 
act on the suggestion of the Senator from Arkansas, to bring in 
a bill declaring war against Great Britain. He was wilting to 
wait until we had received an answer to theioquiries made 
ef the President in relation to warlike preparations on our 
frontier. We could then adopt suitable precautions on our 
side of the line. He thought that Congress should then take it 
into its own hands to protect the rights of the nation. The 
question of right had been again and again setiled, and he 
trusted that the day was not distant when the Territory Maine 
would be delivered from the presence of the troops of a fo- 
reign power. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that, when this proposition was 
before the Senate the other day, he was opposed to any delay ia 
acting on it; but he confessed that the remarks of some of his 
friends, and particularly of the Senator from Maine, (Mr. Wik- 
L1ams,] had occasioned some change in hissentzments. He was 
ar xious that the Senate should adjourn at the earliest day the 
state of the public business would permit; but thought that, at 
present, it would be improper to name a day for that purpose. 

t was probable that, in the course of a fortnight, events might 
occur which would enable them to act more understandingly, 
and he would therefore vote in favor of its postponement. i 

Mr. HUBBARD said that when this motion was up before, 
he had moyed its postponement, as he deemed that its only ef- 
fect would be to embarrass the proceedings of the other House. 
There were a great many bills both ofa public and private cha- 
racter which had p: this body, but were yet unacted on in 
the House, and he thought a movement of this kind would be 
at least premature, ifnotinjurious. He was as désirous as an 
Senator for an early adjournment, but he would not consent wh 
at the risk of sacrificing the business of the nation, and the inte- 
Tests of the numerous individuals who had just claime upon the 
OMT, H. referred to th 

_ Mr. H. referred to the introduction of a similar i- 
tion in the session of 1837-8, whenit was at first erépossd to 
adjourn in April, but which the House disagreed to. In June 
the House passed a resolution to adjourn on the 9th of Jul 
which the Senate promptly acceded to. He thqught that aoth. 
ing would be gained by a movement of this kind a: this early 


ay. . 
Mr. WALL would have preferred that the Senato 

Maine had moved an indefinite postponement of tie ee 
solution. He had had but ene opinion of it since 
its introduction, and that wae, that it was altogether a 
preinatnre movewent. As yet we have received but 
three or four bills from the other branch of Congress, 
while nearly all the great measures in which the country were 
interested were as yet scarcely touched in that branch. And it 
is under this state of circumstances that the Senator from Georgia 
attempts to guess the amount oftime it will require for Congress 
to get through ite busthess, and be prepared to adjourn. 
Though he was convinced that the Senator was actuuted by the 
most patriotic motives in adopting this course, and thought that 
the public buginess would be accelerated, he [Mr. W.] was 
convinced that it would produce no such result. Every Bee 
nator was al:<iows to adjourn as early as could be done, con- 
sistent with ‘r sense of duty: he would say that he sub- 
jected hims: great sacrifices by remaining here; but were 
all the gre: ures of thé country, and the great mase of 
private burtness which we have upon our calendar, to perish, 
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for wani of sufficient time to mature them? If this resolution 
was passed, it couid only be looked upon as an attempt to 
goad the other House into action; and, viewed in this light, it 
would occasion more injury than benefit 
Mr. NORVELL sid that none of the arguments advanced 
Nad induced any cange of his opinion in favor of an early ad- 
jeurnment. Ifthe two Houses fixed on the {3th of May as the 
day for adjournment, our proceedings would be governed by a 
view to that precise time; an! we shuuld act upon the business 
of the country, which was belore us. As it was, we 
were wasting our time in making partisan speeches, 
to the F that business. In relation to the 
question, if (there were any hope 
of ite termination, whether favorably or unfavorably, 
during the year, he would, with the Senator from 
Arkansas, agree to sit here till March next, for the purpose of 


sury. Reform is called for. Duty, economy demands it—the 
value of time demands it. Why, then, a!l thia reluctance 
which we see manifested, to aid in the humble etfurt which haa 
been attempted? Why has this proposition been called a de- 
ceptive one? Why is it calculated to deceive the people? Why 
is it considered hope!cesto propose this reform? Sir. the indi- 


; cations around me exhibit the true cause, and prove that gen- 


accomptishing that object. But, sir, we see no indication of | 


any measures to moet any emergency which may arise out of the 

Negotiations on that subject, Have we any proposi- 
tions for augmenting our army? Have we any proposi- 
tion to equip and man a greater number of vessels 


for the naval service? Has any thing been pro- 
posed with a view to any serious event which 
may grow out of the boundary question} Sir, if any. 


change should take place in our foreiga relations, requiring 
the adoption of fresh measures of preparation for the worst 
conti jes that can happen betwcen nations, before the 
day designated in the joint resolution for adjournment, it is 
to be presumed, it cannot be doubted, that Congress would re- 
acind that resolution. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said, that reluctant as he generally was to 
emmsume thetime of the Senate, by occupying the floor in de- 
bate, he felt himəælf called upon, on the present occasion, to 
deteod himee!!, and the measure which he had introduced. 
More particularly did this duty devolve on him, because it 
was assailed by so many ofthe friends with whom he generally 
acted in the Senate. Mr. L. said another week’s consideration 
had but the more confirmed the epinion which he had expressed 
on the first introduction of the resolution. He believed much 
good and no evil would result from the Senate fixing on a 
finite day for the adjournment of the present session of 


After a careful examination and consideration of | 


the business necessary to be done at the present session of Con- 
gross, it will be found thas the time proposed is ample for the 
proper transaction of all the necessary business of legisla- 
tion. Bir, (said Mr. L.) I do not propose to leave or neglect the 
pubiic business and go home, as some gentlemen sen: tosup- 
powe. No, sir, I propose to go to work, and do the public busi- 
nes in a reasonable time, and then go home. The honorable 
Senator from New Jersey, [ Mr. WaLL } considers my proposi- 
tion, as being based on a guess. He seems not to favor the idea 
of even venturing to guess how long this seasion of Congress 
ought to remain in session. He considers this guessing rather 
a us business, calculated to endanger the public mte- 
rea. Now, sir, (said Mr. L.) i wiil admit that no mathematician 
can to an hour or a day, how tong the present Con- 
gress ought to remain in session in order to a faithiul discharge 
of our legisletive duties. But, sir, it is admitted, I believe, 
by every gentleman who has yet spoken, that the time which 
is proposed is amp'e for the Senate to discharge all 
its legislative duties, and I will ventureto guess that none will, 
coatrevert that opinion. But, said Mr. L. iet me inform that 
honorable r that my proposition is not based upon a 
guess, an he seems to suppose. No, sir; before 1 introduced 
the propostion, with great care and labor I investigated the 
sutjoct First, I considered the measures to which the atten- 


tion of Congress had been invited by the Executive branch of ` 


the Government; and then, sir, I carefully examined ali your 


to see what had been brought to the consideration of ` 
by all its members in both branches. The result of | 


thie investigation lefi the conviction on my mind that the public 
interest required the closing of this session on or before the 
time In this calculation, wo, I have allowed for one- 
halfof our ume to ve spont in useless debate—debate upon snb- 
is which are not, and cannot be, subjects of legitimate legis- 
But, sir, while it is admitted that the time propose is 
mire than eaten Por the Qiechargo of me business of the 
Senate, every geneman opposzd to this proposition re- 
minds us that nothing is yet done in ihe. other end 
of the Capitol, and that a longer time will be necessary 
to enable the House of Representatives to discharge its share 
of legislative duties. Bin this may be true, or it may not. It 
is not for me—it is not fur the Senate to determine this ques- 
tion. Ofthis matter the House will judge for itself. What I 
propose, sir, is, that we now inform the House that we shall be 
ly to close this session of Congress on the 18th of May next, 
and that we proceed to discharge the obligation we shall thereby 
place ourselves under, by proceeding to the faithful discharge 
of our own duties. The honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. WEssTER,] has very justly remarked that if the 
House of Representatives shali come to the conclusion that 
the time which we propose for closing the present session of 
Congress; ie too limited for a faithful discharge of the busi- 
ness of House, they may propose an amen:Iment—an ex- 
tension of the time to a more distant day. This course, sir, 
would be piacing the responsibility of an extended, protract- 
ed session of C ingress, where it should be placed. Let us 
Sout our own duty, and leave to others their own respon 
The honorable Senator from Maine, 


W; 
de ni (Mr. Witttams,] and 


er are opposed to fixing a day of adjournment, in 
anticipation of the most important legislative Tinties which 
may hereafter devolve on Congrese, growing out of our rela- 
tions with Great Britain, on the subject of the Eastern boundary 
controversy. In this sir, might we not say with propriety, 
“sufficient un‘o the day is the evil thereof?” Ts it wise, is it 
expedient, for Congress to make caleulasions and arrangements 
A an anneceaarily long and protracted sessio ., in anticipation 

aa Me jecte of legislation—cases which may or may not 
anal it, if we act upon such principles as-these, the sessions 
oi ogress will be perpetual; Congress will become an indis- 
soluble body, except when the people invite us home, for the 
purpose of supplying our places with others. It is known to 
every one, who has been attentive to the procec tipga of Con- 
gress, that the longer the session is exiencded, thtniroge unfi- 
nished business is left atthe close. If Congress v t- }eeperpe- 
tual body, always in session, to the end of time, forsar aity of 
unfinished business would, without doubt, continue toitsrease. 

Mr. President, the extraordinary length of the sessions of 
Congress is an admitted evil; one which none will havo the 
boldness te deny. It has become a burden upon your Trea- 


tlemen have it in their power to fulfil! their ewn predicticne. 
My attempt may fail for want of support, but I shall have de- 
ceived no one. I have discharged myduty. Good has re- 
boa Ant and will hereafter result, from this effort made to produce 
reform. 

The question was then taken on postponing the {resolution 
until Monday, the 30th day of March, and it was decided in the 
affitmative—ayes 22, noes 18. 

The Senate then went intu Executive session, and afterwards 

Adjourned. 
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Monpay, March 16, 1810. 


The CHAIR announced that he had been informed that the 
Representatives elect from New Jersey were present, and 
would be qualified. 

Mr. JENIFER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, Thar the execution of the resolution of this House 
of the 10th of March, directing the Speaker to qualify as mem- 
bers of this House, Phitemon Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, Da- 
niel B. Ryall, Wm. R. Cooper, and Joseph Kille, be postponed 
until the 2d Monday in April next, to afford the other five claim- 
ants from the State of New Jersey an opportunity of presenting 
their evidence, as directed to be taken by the Committee of 
Elections. , 

Mr. WELLER of Ohio inquired whether the resolution was 
in order. 

The CHAIR replied in the negative. ; 

Mr. JENIFER said that, if that was the decision of the Coam, 
he should acqniesce, without any motion in the case. 

Mr. PROFFIT inquired of the Crair whether he had rot 
the right to ca!l on the gentlemen for their credentials. 

The SPEAKER replied, that the House had already passed 
a resolution that these gentlemen were entitled to their seats, 
and directing the Speaker to qualify them, and any motion on 
the subject would be eut of order. 3 

The following gentlemen were then qualified as Representa- 
tives from the State of New Jersey, viz.—Wm. R. COOPER, 
Paitemon Dicxerson. Josepa KILLE. and DANIEL B. RYALL. 

CHINA AND THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. CUSHING said: I beg leave to put a question to the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (Mr. PICKENS} 
in regard to a natter concerning which misapprehension ex- 
ists abroad, and which, though it touches individually myself 
and a colleague of mine now absent on a sick bed, (Mr. Law- 
RENCE, ] J should not have troubied the House with, if it were 
not of great public importance to the welfare and reputation of 
the United Bietes. 

No objection being made, Mr. Cusaine proceeded to say: I 
proposed a reso! ation, early in the session, calling on the Execu- 
tive for information as to our relations with China, which reso- 
lution, being afterwards submitted to the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, was by them reported to the House, and adopted; 
and to which the Executive has since responded, in a Message 
now in the possession of the House. My colleague (Mr. Law- 
RENCE) aleo presented a memorial from citizens of the United 
States in China, relative to the same matter. These papers are 
now under consideration in the Committee on Foreign Affaire. 
Meanwhile, 1 am somewhat disturbed to learn, through the in- 
telligence brought by the Great Western, that theae movements 
here are construed in England as indicating a disposition on 
the part of the American Government ‘to join heart and 
hand’’—as the expression is io a paragraph of an English mi- 
nisterial journal now before me—"to join heart and hand with 
the British Government, and endeavor to obtain commercial 
treaties from the authorities in China.” Now, eo far as regards 
myself, I wish to say that this is a great misconception, if it be 
not a wilful pervers:on, of what is contemplated here. I have, 1t 
is true, thought that the present contingency,—when the Ameri- 
cans at Canton, and they almost or quitealone, have manifested a 
proper respect for the laws and public rights of the Chinese 
empire, in honorable contrast with the ortrageous misconduct 
of the English there—and when the Chinese Government, 
grateful for the upright deportment of the Americans, has ma- 
nifested the best possible feeling towards them—TI have thought 
that these circumstances afforded a favorable opportunity to en- 
deavor to put the American trade with China on a just and stable 
footing for the future. But, God forbid that I should entertain 
the idea of cooperan with Ha saritan Government in ane 

urpose—if purpose it have—of upholding the cupidit: 
End Siolenca ait high handed infraction of all law, human 
and divine, which have characterized the operations of the 
British, individually and collectively, in the seas of China. I 
disavow all sympathy with those operations. J denounce 
them most emphatically. And, though it is not competent for 
me to speak now of what has been done or is intended in the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs relative to this, yet thus much I 
may say, that, in that committee, and among all ite members, I 
am confident there is but one spirit—and that is, to guard the 
intersts and to maintain the honor of the United Btates. It is 
due to the Executive, also, that I should say that 1 have no 
reason to believe or suspect that the President or his Cabinet 
entertains any but the most proper views on this subject. At 
the same time, to close the door at once against all] misunder- 
standing, and set the whole matter in a clear light, in order that 
the Chinese Government need not be misled into supposin, 
that, while the Americans in Canton profess to act ing 
faith, and enjoy the benefits of it, any differest purpose is 
entertained here, I put this question to the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs—whether he himself, or, so far 
ashe knows, the Executive of the United States, has any idea of 
making common cause with Great Britain in reference to the 
recent events in China? : . 

Mr. PICKENS, in reply, said that, in reference to himself, it 
was very far from heing the fact that he was disposed to make 
common cause with England in her designs in China—for the 
very fire: moment the eubject was referred to the committee, 
and laid before them, that very point was made by himeelf, and 
he objected expressly to our appearing before the world, (as 
might be inferred from the ol agers inthe memorial) of act- 
ing in concert with <he British Government in regard to this 
matter. So far as the Executive was concerned, he had noau- 
thority for speaking; but he was induced to believe that no such 


fact of intended concert with{Great Britain, as the gentleman di- 
rectly referred tn, existed. 3 He had no intention directly or indi- 
rectly tu aid in forcing onthe Chinese the odious traffic in 
opium. He(Mr. P.) believed that if we could prevail on China 
to abandon her policy of non intercourse with the world if we 
could prevail on her to enter into any arrangement that might 
have for its basis commercial relations which would pli ce us on 
an equal footing with other powers, it would be all that was neces- 
sary. But ofthis he had littte hopes, for it was known that 
China, from time immemorial, had been opposed to all treaties. 
Our only object (said Mr. P.)isto place our commerce with 
China on an equal footing with that of other nations, and to see 
that no advantage betaken of us. 

Surely Eng:and does not occupya position at present to 
command any sympathy or co-operation from us. He would 
forbear to touch upon those points that are now at issue be- 
tween us, which may, 1n the progress of events, become of the 
deepest importance. It is not our policy to appear to act un- 
der her cover and co-operation. We will act upon our separate 
and independent int resta, and our own views of policy. 

Mr. CUSHING then said: Ithank the House for its indul- 
gence, and the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affaire, 
who has answered my question so satisfactorily; aad I trust the 
idea will no longer be entertained in England, if she chooses to 
persevere in the attempt to coerce the Chinese by force of arms 
tosubmitto be poisoned with opium by whole provinces, that 
she 18 to receive aid or countenance from the United States in 
that nefarious enterprise. 

The CHAIR announced that the question first in order was 
the motion uf Mr. Casey to refer the memorial of the National 
Road Convention, heid at Terre Haute, Indiana, to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, with instructions to report a bill making 
a reasonable appropriation for the continuation of the National 
road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Mlinois, for the year 
1840, to be expended under the direction of the War Depart- 
ment; said appropriation to be subject to ait the re- 
sricions and conditions of former appropriations on said 
roa ad 

The substitute of Mr. [Pickens for said instructions, as fol- 


ws: 

“And that the memorial be committed to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, with ìinstruciions to consider the expediency 
of reporting a bill in favor ofthe measure.” i . 

And Mr. Marvin’s amendment to the original proposition, 
and substitute for Mr. PickENs’s amendment, as follows: 

“and that the Commiure of Ways and Means be instructed 
to report bills in accordance with the estimates contained in 
the reports from the Chiet Engiveer, and the Chiefof the Topo- 
graphical Engineers, to the Secretary of War, and communi- 
cated to Coneréss by the President, making appropriations for 
the year 1:40, for the continuation of the construction orim- 
provements of harbors an i roads, and the navigation of rivers, 
for which appropriations have been heretofore made.” 

The SPEAKER eaid, when the subject was last up, the 
question immediately pending was the motion tor the previous 
questien, which had nut been seconded. The House had ordered 
a cail, upon which it adjourned. If there waano objection, the 
call would be dispensed with. i , 

Several genilemen persisted in having the call, which was 


` proceeded in till 192 members had answered to their names; — 


when 

On motionjof Mr. RAMBAY, all further proceedings in the 
same was dispensed with. 

The previous question was then seconded, and the main 
qnestion ordered; which main question wae, Shall the substitu- 
tion of Mr. Marvon for the proposition of Mr. Pickens be 


adopted? 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON here offered an amendment to the 
substitute of Mr. MARVIN, proposing an appropriation for the 
improvement ef the Monocacy river, in Maryland; which was 
ruled out of order, and which Mr. M. refused to accept as a mo- 
dification. . 


The question was then taken on Mr. Marvin's substitute,and 
decided inthe negative—yeas 80, nays 112. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Barnard, Beatty, Biddle,Bond, Brewster, Brockway, W. O. 
Butler,Carr, Carrol], Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James 
Cooper, Corwin, Cranston, Crary, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, 
Dana, Davee, John W. Davis, Dennis, Doan, Roig, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Floyd, Galbraith, Rice Garland, 
Gates, Goode, Granger, Grinnell, Hand, W. 8. Hastings, 
John Pastings Henry, Hillen, Howard, James, ‘Kempehall, 
Toeh Lincoin, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, 
C. Morris, Osborne, Randall, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, 
Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, 
John Smith, Truman Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Storrs, Stuart. Sweeny, BA Tillinghast, Toland. Trum- 
buil, Wick, Thomas W. Williams, and Joseph L. Williams 


NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beirne, Bell, Biack, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 8. H. Butler, Bynum, John 
Campbell, Chapman, Cliftord, Coles, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, 
William R. Cooper, Craig, Edward Davies, John Davis, Garret 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dickerson, Eastman, Fisber, For- 
nance, James Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Green, Griffin, 
Habersham, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hillof North 
Carolina, Hoffman, Holeman, Hook, Hubbard, Jackson, 
Jenifer, William Cost Juhnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, King, Leadbet- 
ter, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McKay, Medill, 


Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Morrie, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikiu, 
Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Profi, Ramsey, Rhett, Rives, Ro- 


binson, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Stanly, Steenrod, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy 


Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, 


Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, Weller, 
John White, Jared W. Williams, Henty Williams, aie 
C H. Williams, Sherrod Williams, and W ise—1 l i 


Williams, 
The question then recurring on the subs‘itute of Mr. Le deste 
Mr. CASEY said, as 1t would be decisive of the queno" 

demanrled the yeas and nays, which were ordered: = am cake 
Mr. PICKENS, in view of the vote given, withdr 


stitute. o . sada Ne 

i ecurred on the original proposition (Mr, 

betes cuit the yeas and nays were ordered, and 
109, as follows: x $e 

Were Aiton. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 


Beatty, Brewster, Wm. ©. Butler, Calhoun, Carr, Car ing Congress to confirm to hima ce p > ' 
roti, Casey, Chian, Chinteaden, James Cooper, Corwin, Crans therein mentioned and described: referred to the Committee on |, andin the tonnage mor! 4 i i 
ton, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, John W. Davis, Private Land Claims. The petition of Messrs. Collier and Pe- |: on an equal increase of the trade an comme na ror ee 
Garret Davie, Dickerson, Poiz, Duncan, Earl, Edwards, turs of Missouri, praying the passage of a law for their relief, |; yeare to come, with thatof the few years past, an it will be 
Evans, Everett, Rice Ga Goode, Granger, Hammond, |! reimbursing the amount of a drat &c. purchased by them |, buia very few yeas until there Wl X at 
Hand, Wm. 8. Hastings, John Hastings, Henry, Hillen, Hook, |, of Wm. S. Ewing, and drawn by him on the Government of the boats pass the faliaof the Ohio in one year, ascenc lng and de- 
Howard, James, Jameson, Kemble Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leo | United States: referred to the Committee of Claims. The peti- |; cending. i E ey 
nani, Lincoln, Lowell, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, Medill, Miller, |. tionof James S. Evans and Co. praying the passage of. a law Mr. C. said this was a matter of great imparano s the 
Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, C remunerating them for lusses sustained in a contract entered Western people, that it was a subject in whic A ve of the 
Pafi, Randall, Randall, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, |, intoby them, for furnishing beef and other supplies for the use States of this Union were directly interested, doul that + tides 
of the emigrating Cnerokee Indiana: referred to the Committee |! asubject which must and would, he had no co oF that, 
Rmith, Thos. Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Stuart, Swear- of Claims. The petition of Charles Philips, and others, asking too, at no distant day, be rerpectfully considere by cuit 
ingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Tilinghast, Toland, Vanderpoel, Wel- the eatablishment of a post road from the town of Herman to j|; From the importance of the suvject he wouid mostreepecifully 
aL. Will Heath’s store, in Gasconade county, Missouri: referred to the |' ask that the memorial be printed: he therefore move that the 
NAYS—Mesers, Alfo ugh J. Anderson, Andrews, Ather || Committee on the Post Office and Pos: Roads. Also, the afti- |: memoral he referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
ton, Banks, Barnard, rne, Bell, Biddle, Blac Blackwell, || davit of John Buland, in support of the claim of Wm. Nicho- 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, peon H. :| las of Missouri, for horses lost by him in the service of the 
Buder, Bynum, Joba Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carter, | United States: referred to the Committee of Claims, to which 
Chapman, Clark, Ct _ Coles, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, committee his petition and papers have heretofure been pre- 
W. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crockett, Edward Davies, Jobn sented. } . l , H : 
Davis, Dawan, Deberrz, Eaman, Fillmore, Fisher, Floyd, [Mr. JAMESON presented the petition of sundry citizens of |! Legislature o Todiana, asking for public lands for a Deaf and 
Galbraith, J. Garland, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Graves, Missouri, praying that a specia? pre-emption be granted to Har- Dumb Asylum. A petition fur a mail route from Carlisle to 
a Griffin, Habersham, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, vy and Hiram Beach toa cer ain quarter section of land therein Springville, indiana. A petition for a change in a mail route 
Johna Will of North Carolina, Hoffman, Holloman, Hubbard, :} mentioned: upon his motion, reterred to the Committee òn |: from Terre Haute to Springville, Indiana. ] i 
Jackson, Jenifer, William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Na- | Private Land Claims. Also a petition of the Agricultural So- |: By Messrs. CHINN and R. GARLAND. of Louisiana. 
thaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kempshall, King, Lewis, | ciety, praying a grant ofa quantity of land therein mentioned By Measra. C. MORRIS, J. W. ALLEN, BTAuKWEATH- 
Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McKay, Montgomery, Morgan, for the establishment of a coltege ior the promotion ef agricul- ER. DUNCAN, MASON, DOAN, SWEARINGEN, BOND, 
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` and that it be printed, andit was 80 ordered. _ 

(Mr. Davis of Indiana, presented the petition of John John- 
| gon, for a pension, accompanied by his discharge. The peti- 
| tionof Hannah Kuble, for pay meat of a certain amount of con- 
| tinental mone in her possession, A joint resolution of the 
i 
| 
l 


li 
Kamuel W. Morria, Nisbet, Osborne, Parmemer, Paynter, | ture: referred tothe Committee on Public Lands. Also, a pet i GOODE, TAYLOR, LEADBE TTER, SWEENEY, and 
Peck, Pickena, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, Jas. tion of Thomas H. Noble, asking pay for furnishing Fort Lea- || RIDGEWAY, of Ohio. 
Rogers, Samuela, Shaw, She Truman Smith, Stanly, venworth with coal, under a contract made with Thomas | By Messrs. BELL, GENTRY, CAMPBELL, CARTER, and 
torre, Sumpter, Taliaferro, . F. Thomas, W. Thompson, Swords, Quartermaster United States Army. Also, an appli- |’ J. L. WILLIAM el Tennessee. y : 
J. Thom , Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, David D. Wa- cation of General Gladevly for a special pre-emption: moved By Messrs. POPE, GRAVES, UNDERWOOD, BOYD, 
ey area, Waterson, John White, Jared W. Williams, that it be referred, together with the papers now on file in rela- BUTLER, TRIPLETT, and ANDREWS, of Kentucky, 
. W. Wiliams, Henry Wilhams, Lewis Williams, Christopher tion therete, to the Committee on Private Land Claims: referred. By Messrs. PICKENS, SUMPTER, and CAMPBELL, of 
H. Williama, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—109. Also, an application of Thomas Talbot, asking remuneration for South Carona. . 
So the House refused to refer, with instructions. certain Jepredations committed on his property by the Pawnees: By Measrs. CONNOR, L. WILLIAMS, FISHER, DEBER- 
The memorial alone was then referred to the Committee of moved that it be referred, together with the papers on file in re- RY. McKAY, GRAHAM, and STAN LY, of North Carolina. 
Ways and Meane, without instructione. lation thereto, to the Committee of Claims.) (Mr. Connor presented the petition of Isaac Holland and 
Mr. RARIDEN gave notice that he should, at an early day, By Mesers. CRABB, CHAPMAN, and LEWIS, of Ala- others, from Lincoln county, North Carolina, in favor of the 
aak l-ave to introduce a bill making appropriations to continue bama. Buh-Treasury, and againsta Bank of the United States. ] 
the Cumberland Road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and lili- (Mr. Crane gave notice that he would, at an early day, ask By Messrs. CRAIG, WISE, TALIAFERRO, BANKS, 
nois. leave to introduce a bill to establish certain post routes in the | STEENROD, BEIRNEJLUCAS, HOLLEMAN, and HILL of 
Mr. BARNARD gave notice that he would, at an early day, | State of Alabama, and for the discontinuance of others.) | Virginia, 
ask leave to introduce a bill making an ropriation for the By Mesare. STEWART, CASEY, and REYNOLDs, of N- | By Messrs. JENIFER, W. C. JOIINSON, P. F. THOMAS, 
uance of the improvements in the H river. 1 linois. - ' CARROLL, and HILLEN of Maryland. 
Mr. BLACK, from the Select Committee on Printing, by uni- (Mr. RerxoLpa presented various memorials and petitions, - By Moeera. LEET, PAYNTER, JOHN DAVIS, PETRIKIN, 
versal Consent reported a resolution extending the time for that and had them referred to the proper committees, viz.—A peti- EDWARD DAVIES MARCHAND, HEN RY, COOPER, ED- 


committee to report, to the 24th of March; which was readand | tion for a mail route from Edwardsville, by the marine and WARDS, JAMES, TOLAND, NEWHARD, HAMMOND, 
agieed to. ts highland, to Shoach creek, in the State of Tilinois. A memo- |. KEIM,S. W. MORRIS, BEATTY, (GALBRAITH, WaGk- 
‘Mr. WISE, by permission, presented a memorial from i rial from the citizens of Cahohia, in said State, praying that NER, HOOK, GERRY, BIDDLE, RAMSEY, and FOR- 


Charies proposing to execnte the printing of ma part of the commons attached to the village of Cahohia be sold NANCE of Pennsylvania. | K 
at a lem rate than at prsa ooma; which was referred to for the use of schoole for said village. A lettef of Capt. Ander- |, [Mr. Legr of Pennsylvania resented the petition of Alexander 
Betect Committee on Printing. son, of the United States Army, exhibiting the outline of an Hill, of Washington county, ennsylvania, praying fora pen: 


Petitions being in order sor asylum for the old and war-worn soldiers, and the manner for sion, with an accompanying document: referred to the Commit- 
‘The SPEAKER called the roll for that purpose, commencing providing for the construction of the same: this letter was or- teeon Invalid Pensions. Also, the petition of sundry citizens of 


with the Territory of lowa; when i| dered to be printed. For the im rovementof the Rapidsonthe |, Washington county, Pennsy!vanla, praying for the establish- 
Mr. W. W. CHAPMAN, ia accordance with previous notice Mississippi. The resolutions of the General Assembly of Ili- |; ment of a mail route from Steubenville, Ohio, by the way of 
given, and by pe on, introduced a bill to authorize the Pro- nois, stating the consent of the States tolocate the Nationalroad |! Elderville, and Cross Creeek Village, to Washington, Pennsyl- 
aident ofthe United States tocause cenam mineral lands to be in said State, to pasa the river Mississippi at Alton, and at no vania: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


sold; which was twice read, and committed to the Committee other point. Also, a memorial for pre-emption rights to actual Roads. Also, two several petitions ofaundry inhabitants of Jef- 


on the Public Lands. — settlers on the public lands.} f-rson county, Ohio, and of Ohio county and Brooke county, 
Mr. C. also gave notice that he would, at the proper time, ark By Mesers. BROWN and THOMPSON, of Mississippi, Virginia, praying for the establishment ofa mail route from 
leave to intro a bul to establish certain post routes inlowa, || _ Bv Messrs. R ARIDEN, CARR, SMITH, DAVIS, and |, Steubenville, Ohio, via Elderaville and Cross Creek Village, to 
and for the discontinuance of others. ae ‘| WICK, of Indiana. . | ‘Washington, Pennsylvania: referred to the Committee on the 
(Mr. Caapman of lowa presented the petitions of the inha- |; (Mr. Carr presented a joint resolution from the General As- Post Office and Post Raods. _ Also, three eeveral petitions 

\ 


ditants of Toolsborough, lowa Territory, for the reduction of || sembly of the State of Indiana, requesting their Senators aad signed by alarge number of citizens of Pennsylvania and Vir- 
ponage. Memorials irom the Legizlative Assembly of the || Representatives in Congress to uee their influence to procure |; ginia, praying for the passage ofa law eatablishing a direct mail 

errivory of lowa. For the survey of the harbor at Dubuque. | aa act of Congress to grant to Peter Houston such portion ofthe route frem Pittsburgh, in Pennsylvania, to Morgantown, in Va: 
For a turnpike road from the cit of Burlington to Fairfield, | refuse Jands lying eaat of Indianapolis State road, leading referred to the Comittee on the Post Office and Poet Roads. 
in Jefferson county: referred to t Commiuee on Roads and from Indianapolis to Bloomington, on the east side of Beanblos- Algo, presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Washing- 
Canals. For the settlement of the Dubuque land claim: refer- gom, in the county of Monroe, in said State, which may be unen- ton county, Pennsylvania, praying for the establishment of a 
red to the Committee on Private Land Claims. For the im- tered, and has been in market for twenty years, as will be a rea- cross mail route from Canonsburgh, in said county, via Thomp- 
provement of the Desmoines rapide- referred to the Commitee | sonable compensation for his services in the Revolutionary sonville, Bowerhill, Fenly ville, and Muntown, to the post office 


of Waysand Means. Fur a pos route: referred to the Com- 1i war; which, on his motion, was referred to the Committee on McCullough’s store, on the Washington and Bedford turnpike 
miuge on the Post Office and Post Roads. For the improvement the Publie Lands. Also, a joint resolution from the General . 
of the Territorial road on the Desmvines river. For a mili- Assembly of Indiana, on the subject of a mail route, therein Mr. L. said, in presenting the memorial, he would take occa- 


sion to remark that Canonsburgh, one of the points mentioned 


tary road from fort Madison to the proposed military post on named; which, on his motion, was referred tothe Committee on 
in the petition, is the site of a very respectable and flourishing 


the Desmoines river: referred to the Committee on Military | the Pest Office and Post Roads. Also, a joint resolution from 
Afairs. For improving mail roads: referred to the Commitee the Genera! Assembly of Indiana, soliciting Congress for a grant literary institution, known by the name of the Jefferson ovi- 
on Reads and Canals. For the improvement of certain roads. of two townships of land, for the construction and support of lege, and that the proposed mail route will also connect with 
For a road from Keokuck, by West Point and Mount Pleasant: an asylum for the education of deaf mutes and blind persons; |. the Bedford turnpike road, which leads to Washington, the seat 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. For a road |, which, on his motion, was relerred to the Committee on the of the Washington college, a highly respectable aud useful in- 
from Iowa city to Prairie du Chien, and from Dubuque to the Public Lands. Also, the petition of Jacob Haas, praying Con- stitution: referred to the Committee on Poet Offices and Post 
county seat of Delaware: referred to the Committee on Roads | gres to pass an act to confirm to him certain lands, in said pe- Roads.) 

and Canals. Forland at the seat of Government: referred wthe || tition described: referred to the Committee on Private Land Mr. LEET said he hadin his hand two memoriala, signed by 


Committee on the Public Lands. Petitiens fur post routes from Claims. } citizena of Washington county, Pennsylvania, and who reside 
Knoxvatie, Ilinois, to lowa city; referred to the Committee on | Mr. CARR said he had received a memorial from a com- principally in a section of ihai "county, which borders on the 
the Post Office and Post Roads. Petitions for a mail route from mittee, composed of highly respectable individuals, the organ orthwesiern part of Virginia, remonstrating against the an- 
Bloomingten to Marion ,the county seat of Linn county. Peti- of a meeting of the citizens of the Town of Jeffersonville, me- nexation of Texas to the United States. Mr. L. remarked he 
tious for mail route from Dixon’s ferry, in Illinois, by Chaman- . || morializing Congress on a subject in which the West, and he did not suppose the memorials came within the rule of the 


che, in the Territory of lowa, to lowa city. For post route from believed he might say the whole West, felt adeep interest. It Lovee, relating to Abolition petitions. The petition was re 
Dubuque to Iowa city. For a post route from Black Hawk, by was to increase the facilities of navigation at the Falis of the and Mr. L. moved to refer it to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
Grandview and Fredonia, to Towa city: referred to the Com- || Ohio; and to do this, the hest mode, in the opinion of the me- fairs; but, on motion of Mr. Pi. TRIKIN, it was laid on the table. 
mittee on the Pust Office and Post Roads. Of the inhabitants of || morialista, would be to construct a canal around the falls on the IMr. J. Davis presented the petition of Hannah Doffield of 
Louisa county, in the Territory of lowa, for a road from Biack Indiana s'de, sufficiently large to pass the largest clase of steam- Philadelphia county, Pennsylvania, widow of Jacob Duffield 
Hawk to lowa city: referred to the Commitee on Roads and || boats on the Wester. waters. It was well known thatthe facility |! a soldier of the late war, who died in the service of the Uni 

Canals. Of Maryland Jones, praying the repeal of a certain act of navigation at that point, now, is such that the larger class of States, praying Congress to grant her a pension: referred to 
of the ative Assembly of Iowa. Of county commis- |; steamboats have been detained above the falls for nearly a year at the Committee on Pensions. The petition of John H. Anderson 
aioners of Johnson county, praying to be permitted to enter the | time, and also large boats belonging above the falls have been and 47 others, citizens of Bucke county, Penneylvania, praying 
quarter section upon which the seat of justice of said county is ined as long below the falls; this detention is the cause |: Congress to lay a duty on imported silks; from Daniel Byrnes 
Jocated: referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. Of Jo- of great loss and injury, not only to the owners of these || and 21 others, citizens of Bucks county, Pennsylvania; from Jo- 
seph Williams and C. A. Warfie) praying a donation of land boats, but to the commerce of the country. The memorialista seph Johnson and 30 others, citizens of Pennsylvania; from 


to aidthem in making a road: re to the Committee on |; do not op the purchase of the individual stock in the Lou- John H. Gordon and 47 others, citizens uf Bucks county, Penn- 
Roads and Canals. Of the inhabitants of lowa, praying Con- |; isville and Portland canal by the Government, yet while they fi sylvania; all of which were referred to the Gomis en Matus 
gress to confirm the title to the land npon which the seat of acquiesce in that measure, they strong! and very forcibly urge |: factures. ] 


Government is located.) the propriety, utility, and, he might add, the absolute necessit [By Mr. S. W. Morais: from citizens of Bradford d Ti 
Mr. POPE, on leave, introduced a bill to aid the Territory to of constructing e canal around the falls of the Ohio, on the In: i- |! counties, for a post road from Rutland, in Tioga county, to Ea- 
complete the penitentiary ia the Terrstory of lowa; which was ana shore; and the ground assumed is the incapacity of the pre». |} salsville, in Bradford county; from citizens of Sullivan and Rut- 


read twice, and committed. , sent canal to afford facilities which the increased and increasin land townships for a post route from Daggett’a Mille to Mains- 
Mr. DOTY of Wisconsin. : , : commerce of the country seems t0 demand; and taking in cona. burg, in Tioga county. ; for a post road from Eagle Factory, in 
r. D. also, in accordance with notice previously given, and deration the great and growing increase of the trade and com. |, Susquehanna county, to Warren, in Bradford eounty; the peti- 
on leave, introduced a bill concerniog equity courts; S hicEwas || merce of the whole West, the time is near at hand when the ' tion of 45 qualified voters of Asylum, Bradford county, Penn- 
rea | twice, and committed. canal, however large, will not be sufficient to do all the business |: sylvania, praying that the rule relative to reception of petitions, 
By Mr. DOWNING of Florida i which will require to be done, without great delay, and much &e. on the subject of the abolition of slavery, adopted on the 
Mc. D. gave notice that he would, at a proper time, ask leave loss and injury. - 28th January, 1840, be rescinded. ] i 
to introduce a bill for the relief of those persons who had their To prove thie, Mr. C. said it was only necessary tostate a |’ [Mr. Henry of Pennsylvania presented the following peti- 
rty destroyed by the Indians is Fio da. fact. The number of boats which passed through the canai tions: The petition ofa number o citizens of Mercer country, 
By Mr. CRARY of Michigan. in 1839, tsestimated at between twenty and twenty-five hundred, prar ing for the establishment of a post route from the town of 
By Mr. CROSS of Ar with a to e amounting to 300,000; that the number of boats ercer, Mercer county, Pennsylvania, to the village of Middle- 


kansas. 
By Messrs. MILLER and JAMESON of Missouri. which p in the year 1831, was a litle upwards ef eight sex, in said county; the petition of ber of the citizens of 
{Ma Mituza prescuted the petition of Wilson P. Hunt, pray | hundred, with a tonnage of 76,323. Thus it will be seen that Bearer county, praying Congress w lay h duty on all foreign 


altks, so as amply to protect the manufacture of that article in 
the United States. ] 


(Mr. Kem presented five petitions of similar tenor, signed . 


by 187 citizens of Berks and Lebanon counties. praying the es- 
tablishment ofa mati route from Jonestown, Lebanon county, 
to Rehrersburg and Womeisdorf, Berks county; petinen of 
Citizens of Berks, Lehigh, and Montgomery counties, praying 
the establishment of a mail route trom Allentown, Lehigh 
county, through Berks, to Pottstown, Montgomery county.) 
(Mr. Gaiprartn presented the petition of the widow and ex- 
ecutors of Thomas Atkinson, esq. deceased, praying to be re- 
leased from a judgment in favor of the United States: referred 
to the Committee of the Whcie House, to whom a bill providing 
the relief had been committed. Also, a petition of Daniel Pal- 
mer, of Erie county, Pa. praying for a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions Also, a petition of 
William Gurvey, of Crawford county, Pa. praying for compen- 
sation in lieu of bounty land, not obtained: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. Also, sundry memorials from 
citizens of Erie and Warren counties, Pa. praying for reduction 
in the rates of postage: referred to the Coinmitice onthe Post 
Office and Post Roads. Also, at the request of Mr. ELY of New 
York, a memorial of eimilar tenor with the last: refer- 
red to the same committee. Also, sundry memorials, 
signed by citizens in various sections of Pennsylvania. 
And also a memorial from a large convention of delegates from 
a number ot counties in Pennsylvania, praying for an appro- 
priation to improve the navigation of the Alleghany river for 
steamboats to Olean which he moved to refer to the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals, with instructions to report a bill ap- 
ropriating the sum of fifty thousand dollars towards extend- 
ing the improvements now in progress on the Ohio river, up 
the Alleghany river, above Pittsburg, towards Olean Point, in 
New York, under the directions of the Secretary of War, and 
according tothe survey made by Maj. G. W. Hughes, Usited 
States Civil Engineer, during the summer of 1837; which being 
objected to, les over to the next petition day.] 
{Mr. Hoor presented the petition of John Hoover, a Revolu- 
tionary soldier, praying fora pension. Also, the petition of the 
Monongahela siik Association in Fayette county, Pennsylva- 
nis, Ja the imposition ofa duty on the importation of foreign 
sì 


(Mr. Ramsey presented the petition of citizens of the county 
of Perry, State of Pennsylvania, praying for the establishment 
of a pomt route between Newport and Juniata, in said county.) 

(Mr. Perrixr presented the following petitions: The peti- 
of the Wyoming sufferers and their descendants, for relief to 
compensate them for their losses during the Revolutionary 
war: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. Of 
James Barrett of Columbia county, Pennsylvania, for an allow- 
ance of arrearages of pension, which he alleges he is entitled to: 
reierred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. The me- 
morial of the citizens of Pottsville, relative to location of national 
iron foundry: referred to Select Commitee appointed on that 
subject.] 


(Mr. MarcHann presented a petition for a mail route from 
Indiana, Indiana county, by the way of Mechanicsburgh and 
Armagh, to Johnstown, in the county of Cainbria, Pennsy!- 


vania. ] 

By Mr. DICKERSON of New Jersey. : 

By Messrs. MONTANYA, FLOYD, MITCHELL, CLARK, 
LEONARD, VANDERPOEL, HAND, PRENTISS, DANA, 
KEMESHALL, BREWSTER, EARL, and BARNARD, of 

ew York: 


(Mr. Earc presented the petition of Daniel Pratt, a soldier 
of the late war with Great Britain, asking Congress to grant 
shim a pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
The petition of Jobn Bowman and Thomas Ney; heirs at law 
of certain soldiers of the late war with Great Britain, stating 
that they have three land warrants from the War Department, 
and asking Congress to permit them to locate the same quantity 
of {and on any lands of the Government subject to private en- 
try: referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. Also, the 
petition of Ira Fancher, a musician in the late war with Great 
Britain, arking Congress to grant him a pension: referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. ] 

{Mr. Prentiss of New York presented the petition of Lewis 
Hyott, aud others, of the town of Otsego, Otsego county, New 
York, praying that Samuel Fisk, in consideration of Revolu- 
tionary services, may be placed on the pension roll.] 

{Mr. Leo varb presented the petition of Richard Reynolds, of 
New York, an invalid soldier of the late war, praying for a pen- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. Alao, the 
petition of Alexander Thompson, of New York, a Revolution- 
ary soldier, praying to be inscribed on the pension roll: referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. j 

Mr. MITCHELL presented certain joint resolutions from the 
ats or add of New York, against the passage of the Sub-Trea- 
pury bill. : 

These resolutions, Mr. M. said, were the voice of the Empire 
State of New York; and he moved that they be laid on the table 
and printed. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL gave notice of his intention te say a 
few words on these re-olutions. 

So they were ordered to lie over. 

Mr. BARNARD presented similar resolutions, and moved 
their commitment to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. [Ordered to tie over. ] 

_Mr. BARNARD presented a petition praying that the resolu- 
tion of the 28:h of January in relation to Abolition petitions be 
rescinded. 
aM WILLIAM COST JOHNSON moved to lay it on the 

e. 

Several motions for calls of the House and adjournment 
me made and withdrawn; when the petition was ordered to 

ver. 

Mr. BARNARD presented a petition against the admission 
of Florida into the Union until slavery was abolished within 
her limits, and moved its reference to the Committee on the 
Territories, 

The SPEAKER decided that, under the resolution adopted by 
the House, the petition could not be received. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed from the decision of the CHAR. 

Motions for calis of the House and adjournment were again 
renewed and withdrawn; when 

Mr. BARNARD eaid that, in order not to obstruct the pre- 
sentation of petitions, he would, for the present, withdraw this 
petition. 

Bo the petition was withdrawn. But the Syzacun having 
decided that the appeal remained as an independent question, 
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and was to be decided at this time, and Mr. Apams having de- 
clined to withdraw it— 

A motion to adjourn (it being new 5 o'clock) was again made, 
and was decided, by yeas 31, nays &1, in the negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. But there was no quorum 
voting. 

Mr. BARNARD submitted to the Speaker that the appeal 
giving rise to debate, must lie over. i 

The SPEAKER having otherwise decided, 

Mr. ADAMS proposed a compromise: That ihe House should 
pass a resolution like that adopte l at the close of the session, 
that every member having petitions that would not give rise to 
debate, should send them to the table, where they might be en- 
tered and referred. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected toany motion: 

Mr. ADAMS sald, that being the case, he would move an ad- 
journment. : ; 
And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuzspay, March 17, 1840. 


The CHAIR submitted a petition of the adminitsrator of 
John Piper, deceased, praying compensation for Revolutionary 
services; which was referred to the Committee on Revolutiona- 
ty Claims. a 

Mr. LINN pres pted a memorial of a number of citizens of 
St. Louis, praying the erection of a custom-house at that place; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. g 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial ofa number of ci- 
tizens of Philadelphia, praying the passage of a general bank- 
rupt law; which was refe to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

My, WALL presented the memorial of a number of citizens 
of the United States, praying an increase of the duties on fo- 
reign silks; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the memorial of a number of ci- 
tizens of Bangor, in the State of Maine, praying the passage of 
a bankrupt law; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mc. CUTHBERT presented the memorial of a number of 
citizens of the Stateaf New York, praying the passage of a 
general bankrupt law; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. i i 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which was referred the petition of Enoch Evans, reported a bill 
for his relief; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to 
whom was referred the bill to authorize the purchase of stock 
for the United States, in the Louisville and Portland Canal Com- 
pany, reported it with an amendment, and also submitted a spe 
cial report on the subject; which was ordered to be printed, and 
one thoneand additional copies were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, to which wag referred the petition of Eliza Causin, re- 


_ ported a bill for her relief; which was read, and ordered to a se- | 


cond reading. E : 

Mr. S. from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, report- 
eda bill for the relief of Captain William Williams; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. k 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
was referred the petition of Zachariah and Robert W. Williams, 
reported a bill for their relief; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading, and the report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. also from the same committee, reported a bill for the 
relief of Clements, Bryanand Company; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. É ; 

Mr. MOUTON. agreeably to notice, asked and obtained Jeave 
to bring 'in a bill confirming the claim of John Baptiste La- 
compte to a tract of land in Louisiana; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, it was ordered that the bill to 
provide for the better security of the lives of passengers on 
board of vessels propelled in whole, or in part, by steam, be 
maile thesperial order of the day fer Monday the 23d inet. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following motion, which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed to'in- 
quire into the expediency of making provision to compensate 
such of the inhabitants of Michigan for losses of property taken 
or destroyed by the enemy in the late war with Great Britain as 
have not received such compensation; and that the memorial of 
the Legislative Council of the Territory ot Michigan on the sub- 
ject, presented to the Senate on the 14th March, 1834, be taken 
from the files and re‘erred to said committee.| 

Mr. WALL submitted the following motion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Navy be requested to ap- 
point a board consisting of navy and marine officers, to witness 
an exhibition of the improved boarding pistols and rifies invent- 
ed by Samuel Colt, and report the results in detail for the in- 
formation of Congress; together with their opinion of the advan- 
tages to be derived from the adoption of the same for the ser- 
vices of boarders and marines. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

On motion of Mr. YOUNG the, Senate resumed the conside- 
ration of the bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road 
in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Tliinoia. i 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved that its further considesation 
be postponed until Monday next; which was disagreed to-—ayes 
12, nays 22. . : x 

Mr. NORVELL proposed a new section to the bill, making 
appropriations for the fi urther prosecution of the improvement 
ofall the roads, rivers, and harbors, which have been heretofore 
commehced by the General Government. 

Mr. N. said that the proposed amendment embraced appro- 
priations for works already begun, and that these appropria» 
tions were founded upon estimates communicated to Congress, 
in the early part of this session, by the War Department. 
He had omitted two items for light houses, because they 
property belonged to another bill, which, it was probable, 
would, in a short time, be reported to the Senate by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, of which he had the honor to be a mem- 
ber. He was fully aware that the Treasury was in an ex- 
hausted condition; and he would, under these circumstances, 
however reluctantly, consent to defer at least sume of those ap- 
propriationa, if the Cumberland road bill were not press- 
ed upon us. to borrow five millions of 
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lions, instead of five, to enable us to improve the harbors, rivers 
and roads in other States, for the completion of which he con- 
sidered the faith of the Government more evidently pledged 
than for that of the Cumberland road. The former works were 
commenced, anil to be continued out of the general funds in the 
Treasury. The Cumberland road was to be made out of aspe- 
cial fund, which had been runoutlong since. He desired that 
the amendment might be printed, in order that the Senate 
shuld have an opportunity to examine it, and to sce that it 
conformed to official estimates made by the topographical and 
military bureaus. He appealed to the Senators from Indiana 
and Illinois to permit this course to be taken, and to allow the 
further consideration of the bill to be postponed until to- 
morrow. i 

After some remarks from Mr. TAPPAN, Mr. YOUNG, and 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana, in opposition to the motion for post- 
ponement, 

Mr. NORVELL regretted that the Senator from Indiana [Mr. 
Smrra) would not concur in the motion to postpone for a single 
day, and to pon the amendment. The delay could not matc- 
rially retard the progress of the bill, and would afford the Re- 
nate an opportunity to give the whole subject a more mature 
consideration. He hadnot anticipated that the bill would come 
up at this moment, and was not prepared to present the brief 
views which he had intended to take of the bill and the amend- 
ment. The Senator from Indiana had pledged himsetf to vote 
for the appropriations embraced in the amendment, if brought 
up ina separate bill. But did not the Senator perceive, did he 
not know, that these appropriations, admitted by him to be so 
importantto Western interests, would fail, if detached from 
those proposed for the Cumberland road? It would be vain for 
us to Indulge in the delusion, or to affect to believe, that the 
separation of the propositions, so naturally connected, could se- 
cure the success of both: it might be fatal to that of either. 
The estimate for the Cumberland road had come to ua in the 
same report, under the same head, in the same table, with the 
estimates for the other ro rivers, and harbors, for the com- 
pletion of which the amendment which he had submitted pro- 
posed to make appropriations. Why, then, should the Senate 
select a single object, detach it from the others of kindred na- 
ture, and make it the favored and favorite work for Government 

~atronage? Was this just? was it equal? was it national? 

ow could such a course as this be reconciled with that princi- 
ple of compromise, of equal and exact juatice to all the States, 
upon which the Federal Constitution was based? Tf, as alleged 
by the Senator from illinois, (Mr. Youna,] the Cumberland 
road appropriations had always been kept separate and distinct 
from others, of which he entertained great doubt, the practice 
had been improper and unjust, and should be-arrested. How- 
ever, without wishing to embarrass the bill by unnecessary de- 
lay, he moved to postpone the further consideration of the subs 
ject until Thursday next, and to print the amendment. 

The question was then taken and decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 20, noes 14, 

So the further consideration of the bill was postponed until 
Thursday ext, and the bill and amendment were ordered to 

printed. 

The bill to provide for the payment of damages ined by 
individuals by the wars with Indian tribes since eed ta- 
ken up, and, after being debated by Messrs. CLAY of Alaa 
HUBBARD, and GRUNDY, and several amendments : 
ed, it was ordered to be printed. ~~ 

The bill more effectually to secure public money in the hands 
of officers and agents of the Government, and to punish public 
defaulters, was taken up, and, after several amendment were 
adopted, it was informally passed over, and. the Benate pto- 
ceeded tothe consideration of Bxecutive ho ; 

After which, the Fenate resumed the consideration of the bill 
granting a pension to Lemuel White; but before taking a ques- 
tion thereon, 

Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, March 17, 1840. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST asked permission of the House to pre- 
sent certain resolutions of the Legislature of Rhode Island in ree 
lation to the public Jands, which he had not been afforded an 
opportunity to preeent. He merely wished to refer them to the 
Committee of the Whole 

Mr. HUBBARD of Alabama objected; when 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved a suspension of the rules, toen- 
able him to present the resolutions. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the genticman from Rhode Island so 
to modify his motion asto have the rules suspended for the re- 
a of petitions generally. 

` Mr. TILLINGHAST modified his motion accordingiy. 

_ Mr. J. W. JONES demanded the yeas and nays onthe m^- 
tion to suspend the rules; which were ordered, and were—yeas 
91, nays 82. 

= the Aia were not suspended. 

r. , from the Committee on Naval i = 
mision, reported to the House Afai by per 
iee oa to regulate the pay and emoluments of pursers in the 

A bill to regulate the navy rations; 
which were read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The CHAIR announced that the business first in order was 
the resolution reported froin the Committee of Elections by 
Mr. Campeg tL, their chairman, proposing to print af! the testi- 
mony connected with the New Jersey contested election; and 
the amendment of Mr. R. Gartan of Louisiana, to’ print 
other tonimony referred to that commfttee, subsequent toits 
report. 

Mr. JENIFER, who was still entitled to the floor on the above 
question, spake in continuation of his remarks on Saturda‘ 
last, and commented on the course of the committee with mac 
severity. He was interrupted frequently by Mr. CANPBELL, 
chairman, and Mr. MEDILL, a member of the Committee of 
Elections, who corrected him in many of his statements, and 
protested against many of his conclusions. 

Mr. BROWN of Tennessee, another member of the commit- 
tee, followed in reply to Mr. Jenrpgr, and examined the resolu: 
tions instructing the committee, and defined ite duties under the 
same, showing that, when the facts upon which the report was 
based shall be published, they will be a perfect justification of 
its course; and will satisfy the House and the world that their 
conduct has been in accordance with right, and with truth and 
justice. He further maintained that, Tom apr geritten ate 
parties themeelvea before the committee, | i 
Tents on record, and paw proposed to be printed thy 

wF 
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committee were prepared to report ina short time after an 

examination of the same, and that it could have come to no 

other conclusion, whatever the delay, than that the Democratic 

claimants were entitled to hold seats under the resolution adopt- 
by the House. 

othe morning hour expired before Mr. B. concluded his able 

defence of the committee. It will be published hereafter in 

L 

a motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, 
The House went into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, Mr. Dawson in the chair, and took u 
THE TREASURY NOTE DILL. 
Mr. CUSHING, who was still entitled to the floor on this bill, 
resumed his remarks in a general review of the policy of the 

t and present Administrations, which he argued had a 

Plighting effect upon the commerce of the country. He ex- 
amined the question of currency in its most extensive 
range, showing how far the circulating medium ope- 
rated to increase and lessen the value oi the products of 
labor, denying that the reduction of such value would be 
aprsper policy, under existing circumstances, or, would be 
beneficial to the nation, with reference to its intercourse with 
foreign nations. He went into a long argument to shew that 
apecie was not the representative of value, orof property, but 
could be considered in no other light than as constituting a part 
of the property of the country, and was as much a merchanta- 
ble commodity as any other article, and fluctuated in vaiue in 
proportion asthe demand wasto the supply. He believed that 
a reduction of the currengy, and a consequent reduction in labor, 
and the product of labor, would deprive the laboring classes of 
the Inxuries imported from foreign countries, such as silks, 
coffee, teas, etc. on the ground that those articles would main- 
tain their present prices ihroughout the world, without regard 
to the circulating medium of this country—whether it be great 
or small, 

Mr. C. was opposed to an enlargement of the powers of the 
General @ wernment, and that the only security for the interests 
of the States and the liberties of the people, was by the proper 
maintenance of the sovereignty of the States. JIe was in fa- 
vor of a change of the tenure of the office of President. He 
desired no advantage tu the productive interests of the East, at 
the expense of the interests of the South and the West, but was 
in favor of such legis:a‘ive action as woul! best protect every 
jrite-est of the nation; and that he should always look to the 
trae interests of the country, without regard to party. 

Mr. C. dwelt at some length on the causes of the increase in 
the expenditures during the past and present Administrations, 
conending that such increase was not chargeable to the Oppo- 
sition; and 1n proof of that fact sard thatthe p licy of the late 
Administration party was to exhaust the surplus revenues, by 
heavy appropriations to national objects; anc that of the party 
with which he acted was to limit (hem, by proper restrictions, 
for the purpose of increasing the amount for distribution 
among the States. He said he did not complain of those large 
appropriations, for he had voted for the most of them himsel}, 
and believed them necessary. They were also justified by the 
organ of the Administration in that House at the time, Mr. C. 
having concluded hisremarks, (which will be published here- 
after 

i KING obtained the floor, and, on his motion, the com- 
mittee rose, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, 

The House then adjourned. 


HoUsE or REPRESENTATIVES, 
17th March, 1840. 
Genren: My attention has been called to your paper of 
the Bth‘inst. I perceive in a part of Mr. Bynum’s speech, 
upon the subject of Abolition, the following sentence, which 
does me groes injustice. no doubt unintentional, as I am in- 
formed it is a misprint. The sentence is in the following words: 
“Sir Tam ready to admit Iam, unlike the honorable member 
from Virginia, {Mr. Banxs,] who declared the oiher day that he 
did not believe that theie were twenty Abo‘itioniste on this floor, 
alihough it isa very different sentiment from what has hereto. 
fore fallen from that wing ofthe party.” You will makethe cor- 
rection in both of your papers, I presume the member alluded 
to is a colleague of mine. 
Yours, respectfully, 
LINN BANKS. 
Messrs Brar and Rives. 


IN SENATE, 
Weapnespay, March 18, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a report ofthe Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, made in obedience to a resoiution of the Senate, in reia- 
tion to the imports and exports of gold and silver coin and bul- 
lion; which was ordered te be printed. 

r. SOUTHARD presente! the memorial of Bliss and 
Creighton, chronometer manufacturers, of the city of New 
York, praying the adoption of measures for the encouragement 
of the manutacture of chronometers in the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the memorial of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Territory of Wisconsin, praying a donation of 
public land, to beapplied to the establish..ent of manual labor 
schools in that Territory; which was referred tothe Committee 
onthe Pub'ic Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. also preseited the memorial of the Legislative Assem- 
bly ofthe Territory of Wisconsin, praying a donation of public 
land for thaimprovement of the navigation of the Neena, Wis- 
consin, Rock, Peekatonic, Platte, and Four Lake Rivers; and 
also an appropriation for removing the bar at the mouth or 
Grand river, in that Territory; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, afd ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD submitted the fo'lowing motion for consi- 
deration; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to fur- 
nish to the Senate copies of such parts of the correspondence 
ofthe Department in relation to the construction of steam ships 
of war ashe may regardas proper for publication, and useful 
for public information. 

_ Mr. SOUTHARD also submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to in- 
form the Senate, 1, What are the rank and commission which 

Lieutenant Charles Wilkes, jr. and Lieutenant William L. Hud- 
son, now hold in the naval service of the United States; 2,Whe- 
ther the sald officers, or either of them, received from the De- 
partment or otherwise, befure-they left the United States, any 
other commission or authority as naval officers,or in any other, 
aod in whatrespect or character, than es lieutenants in the na 
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vy; 3, Whether the Department has information that either, or 
both, of said officers have, since their departure from the United 
States, assumed and used any other, and what, uniform or flag 
above that of lieutenant, or lieutenant commanding, and if they 
have, by what right or authority the same has been done. 

Mr. YOUNG, from th: Committee on Roads and Canals, to 
which was referred the bill granting to the Mississippi and,Rock 
River Canal Company a portion of the public lands for the pur- 
poses therein mentioned, reported it withoutamendment. 

The bill fur the relier of Captain Snodgrass’s company of 
mounted volunteers was read a third time, and passed. - 

The wi for the relief of Lemuel White, was ordered to be en- 

rossed. 
£ Atter the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, March 18, 1840. 

Mr. PETER D. VROOM, Representative from the State of 
New Jersey, appeared, qualified, and took his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Mr. TILLINGHAST, the resolution adopt- 
ed by the Legislature of Rhode Island, in relation to the public 
lands, was taken from the Spzaker’s table and referred tothe 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

The CHAIR announced that the business first in order was 
the resolution reported from the Committee of Elections by 
Mr. CAMPBELL, their chairman, proposing to print all the testi- 
mony connected with the New Jersey contested election; and 
the amendment of Mr. R. Gartanp of Louisiana, to print 
other testimony referred to that committee, subsequent to its 


report. 

Mr, BROWN of Tennessee, a member of the Committee of 
Elections, being entitled to the floor on this question, spoke in 
continuation of his remarks on yesterday, and in reply to the 
gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Jenrrer.] He concluded, from 
tie remarks of that gentleman, that it was his purpose to create 
the impression before the country that the committee had trags- 
cended its duties under the standing rules of the House. Nr. 
B. read the resolution referring the subject to the committee, by 
which he showed that the committee had, to the letter, complied 
with the requirements of the House, and had not transcended to 
the least degree its powers. Mr. B. in reply to Mr. JENIPER'S 
charge, that the committee had not considered the credentials of 
the Governor, said, and showed by the reading of the journal, 
that they were considered; that the certificates were twice read 
and fully investigated, and the parties fully heard on the mat- 
ter; yet the gentleman has, by his remarks, sent the impression 
abroad that the committee had reported without such investiga- 
tion. The gentleman from Maryland had, said Mr. .B. fur- 
ther charged that the committee had not considered the 
testim ny before making the report as to what set of 

claimants had a majority of the lawful votes; in proof that the 
charge was without foundation, he read from the journal of the 
committee, showing that the testimony was taken up and con- 
sidered, on the resolution offered by Mr. Borrts of Virginia, as 
follows: 

Resolved That we will now take u 
has been referred to the committee in 
sey question. 

Mr. B. then read from pages 74, 75, 76, 78, 79, 81, 83, 84, 85, 
86, 87, 83, and 89, of thesame journal, portions of the record, 
showing the fact that under this resolution the testimony was 
taken up, and read, and discussed, and that the parties were 
heard on the same. He read from the journal, on page 89, the 
entry, “and no further evidence being before the committee,” 
on a resolution introduced by Mr. Borts, the committee pro- 
cerded to other business, dcc. 

The gentleman from Maryland, said Mr. B. made the charge 
that the committee had given a solemn pledge ‘othe parties who 
had been sent home to take testimony, that it would not makea 
report until their return, and that it had violated that pledge b 
making a report in their absence. Mr. B. read from the 1271 
page of the journal of the committee the resolution, showing, 
conclusively, that the partres had been notified that the com- 
mittee reserved to itself the rigit to make a preliminary report 
at any time it thought proper to doso. He showed, alao, that 
the parties were present after the resolution had been intro- 
duced into the House requiring the committee to make a preli 
minary report. 

Mr. B. was going into an examination of the other charges of 
Mr. Jentrsr,and intoa history of the proceedings of the com- 
mittee, when he wasinterrupted by | 

Mr. J. W. JONES, who said thatthe morning hour had ex- 
pired, and called for the orders of the day. 

Before passing to which, however, 

The SPRAKER laid before the House acommunication from 
the War Department, enclosing a report from the Chief En- 
gineer, in compliance with resolution of 26th February, 1839, 
showing what injury was done the property of Joseph H 
Walters, in consequence of the improvements on Cape Fear 
riven Sonn Carolina; which was read, and appropriately re- 

erred. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, in compliance 
with a resolution of the House, showing the probable amount 
of ciaimsagainst the United States, growing out of the Florida 
war; which was, 

On motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, referred te the Committee 
of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Treasury Department, in 
compliance with a resolution of the 28th January, 1339, en- 
closing a statement of the amount of compensation, whether 
as fees or otherwise, which has been received by each district 
attorney, district clerk, and marshal, of the United States, dur- 
ing the year 1839; which was appropriately referred. 

_ On motion of Mr. CUSHING, the House then resolvéd itself 
into a Committee of the Whole‘on the state of the Union (Mr, 
Dawson in Chair.) and took up 

THE TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

Mr. KING said it was known to every citizen of the United 
States that Treasury notes had now become a part of the curren- 
cy of the country. He said the power to issue bills of credit 
was not given by the Constitution, but was actually withheld by 
the convention which formed the Constitution. Mr. K. eaid that, 
instead of relieving the country, Treasury notes embarrassed it. 
Whenever a bank or capitalist chooses to invest Capital in these 
notes, the operation withdrawsso much currency from circula- 
lation, and banks are obliged to refuse their customers so as to 
accommodate this great beggarly creditor—the Government. 
Instead of this being a measure of relief, it wae turning the 
screw once more around. Mr. K. read from President Jack- 


the testimony which 
e case of the New Jer- 


son's message portions of it to prove that a deep laid policy of a 


Government bank originated with the “Hero of Orleans,” and 
also read extracts from President Van Bures’s late annual mes- 
sage to prove that he also was in favor of a greai bank, founded 
upon the revenues of the Government. He deuounced the Sub- 
Treasury and Treasury note bill as a part of the scheme to 
bring about such a:. establishment. He contended that the spe- 
cie clauses of the first named bill would be found to be impract- 
icable. 3 

Mr. K. concluded by condemning the effect which ho be- 
lieved would result from the establishment of the Independent 
Treasury, and its tendency to reduce the price of the lands of 
the Westand allthe productions of the country; and said the 
people had been cheated, deluded, and deceived, in respectto 
the cry of aseparation of Bankand State. 

Mr. K. then offered as a substitute forthe Treasury Note 
pill, a bill authorizing a loan of five millions of dollars ata 
rate of interest. 5 

Mr. BOND followed in opposition to the issue of Treasury 
notes, and in a general attack on the policy of the past and 
present Administrations; but before concluding hia remarks, 
gave way to , : 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, on whose motion the committee rose, 
reported progreas, and asked leave to sit again. ; 

Mr. UNDERWOUD then moved that the House adjourn; 
on which . 

Mr. LEWIS demanded the yeag and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 38, nays_56; no quorum voting. 

Several motions were then made for calls of the House and 
for adjournment, on which the yeas and nays having been or- 
dered, were withdrawn, when, 

Mr. PROFFIT moved thatthe House adjourn, and demanded 
the yeas and nays on the motien; which not being ordered, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, March 19, 1840. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of a number of 
citizens of Oswego, in the State of New York, praying the 
passage of a bankrupt law; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. T. gave.notice that, on sume future day, he would ask 
leave to bring in a bill establishing a general bankrupt law. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of anumber of citi- 
zens of Brooklyn, N Y. praying the passage of a bankrupt 
law; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition of inhabitants 
of the counties of Jefferson and Belmont, Ohio, praying an in- 
crease of the duties on foreign silks; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. í: 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the claim of James H. Clark, reported a 
villor his relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. TAPPAN also, from'the same committee, reported a bill 
granting a pension to Jacob Greaves; which was read, and or- 

ered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the bill to arrange the 
circuits of the Federa! courts, was taken up, and Mr. 8. sub- 
pies substitute for the bill; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
ob'ained leave to introduce a bill to provide compensation for 
injuries to property committed by marauding Indians; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 


fairs. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
to which was referred the bill confirming the claim of John 
Baptiste Lecompte to a tract of land in Louisiaña, reported the 
same without amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 

which was referred the petition of John Nantz, made an ad- 
verse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 
_ Mr. LINN, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill for the relief of Reuben E. Gentry, William 
Monroe, and others; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. L. jsubmitted the following resolution; which was 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of confirming to 
William Triplett his claim to a certain tract of land in the St. 
Louis land district in the State of Missouri. 

Mr. LUMPKIN submitted the following motion: 

Resolved, That during the remainder of the present session 
of Congress, the daily meetings ef the Senate shall commence 
at 11 o’clock. a. m. until otherwise ordered. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following metion; which was 
considered and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of re-establishing a mili 
post at Detroit, and of erccting barracks and constructing fortie 
fications for the protection of the same; for improving the forta 
at Gratiot, Mackinac, the Sault St. Marie, and Green Bay. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. SouTnarp was 
agreed to. 

_ The bill for the relief of Lemuel White was read a third 
time, and passed. 

__ The bill to provide for the payment of damages sustained by 
individuals in the wars with the Indian tribes since 1830, was 
ordered to be engrossed for athird reading. 

The Senate then went into Executive session, and afterwards 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Trorspay. March 19, 1840. 

Mr, PARMENTER laid before the House other testimony in 
relation to the contested election of Massachusetts: which waa 
referred to the Committee of Elections. 

The CHAIR announced that the business first in order was 
the resolution reported from the Committee of Elections b 
Mr. CAMPBELL, their chairman, proposing to print all the testi- 
mony connected with the New Jersey contested election; and 
the amendment of Mr R. GarLanD of Louisiana, to print 
other testimony referred to that committee, subsequent to its 


report. 

: Mr. BROWN of Tenneseee, a member of the committee, be- 
ing still entitled to the flooron the above question, spoke in 
continuation of his remarks of yesterday. The burden of the 
remarks of the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. JENIFER,) it 
seemed to him, wae, that this mysterious package, thie new 
evidence, was not read before the committees, That evidence, 


or document, said Mr. B. never was before the committee, pre- 
vious to the adoption of their report. It was sealed up and 
could not be inspected by the committee, without committing an 
act of great impropriety. This mysterious package was brought 
iato the committee by the gentleman from Conn. [ Mr. SMITH, } 
and a proposition was made that it should be opened by the 
chairman. The Chair said the package having been addressed 
to the SPEAKER of the House, and it not having been referred to 
the committee by the House, he had no authority to break the 
peal. The committee, save two, (Whigs,) coincided with the 
chairman that he had no right to open the package. It was 
then sent to the House and referred to the committee after the 
report was made, which report was only adopted by the com- 
mittee and submitted to the House, after a full investigation of 
all the testimony before it. These gentlemen who complain 
that this testimony was not examined, never intimated till now 
that it comprised evidence of illegal votes, but was understood 
to be evidence merely going to show that the polls of South 
Amboy were irregularly held. This cry that there was evi- 
dence of illegal votes was an after-thought. 

Mr. B, further said, that when the gentleman from Con- 


necticut,[Mr. Smita] brought forward in committee a resolution, | i J 4 
j ‘thegeveral Bates: laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


that the sealed package should be sent to the SPEAKER tobe 

opened by him, and be referred to the committee, only two be- 

longing to the Opposition voted for the adoption of the resolu- 

ion. IMr. B. said that this testimony was a part of that 

now being taken to settle the ultimate right of members to 

seats under a resolution adopted by the committee, and was 

not the evidence on which to decide the prima facie right as 

towho ought to be the sitting members. Mr. B. maintained 

that the Chair would have been liable to pains and penalties 

if he had opened that sealed package. He then adverted tothe 

ET ge Jacto law which had been passed by the Legislature 

of New Jersey to meet this particular case. That law makes it 
the duty of the commissioner to take teatimony, to seal it 
up, and to deliver it in person, or to"transmit it, to the Speaker. 
Instead of thie package taking the course indicated by the law 
of New Je:sey, it was found on the desk of the chairman of 
the committee, without having been first sent to the Speaker, 
or without his knowledge that it was in the city. It was, under 
such circumstances. emphatically denominated a suspicious 
package. li seems that it came to this city enclosed in an en- 
velope adJressed toa private individual. in violation of the 
law above a!iuded to. The only thing certain or’ known about 
it was that it appeared on the table of the chairman of the 
commutes. The opinien of the chairman and the committee 
was a correct opinion, that ic would have been highly unjust 
and improper to break the seal and act on the testimony, with- 
out the knowledge of the House thatit was before the committee, 
particularly when the evidence was taken to decide another right, 
and not the right which the committee was then called upon to 
report. He said the committee had toiled by night and by day in 
investigating the evidence en which its report was based, and 
before it was made. The majority of the committee, after that 
investigation, were utterly astonished that any doubt had ex- 
isted that the Democratic claimants were elected and entitled to 
the seats, The “foul deed” of depriving the State of New 
es of her due representation, of which that House had 
heard so much, was committed by the Governor of New Jer- 

sey. That officer knew that the gentlemen he commissioned 
had not received a majority of the votes, and that they were 
not elected. The proceedings of that Governor and his Privy 

Council, a record of which was before the committee, and the 

correctness of whichno living man had dared to call into question, 

showed that fact. The law of New Jersey required the Go- 

vernor to send for the absent returna before he issued his certifi- 

cate, yet the Governor failed to do, in this respect, as the law 

and his eath required him to do. He knew that by giving cer- 

tificates hé could make members for a little time, to carry out 

his purposes; but the record to which he before adverted prov- 

ed beyond cavil that the Governor and Privy Council had no 

doubt that they would not be permitted to hold their seats per- 

manently in virtue of those certificates. The committee, there- 

fore, by its action, of which certain gentlemen so loudly com- 

plained, had done nothing more than realize the prophecy of 
the Governor, hy placing the Democratic claimants in the va- 

eant seats. Their right te seats could have been decided by a good 

arithmetician in one heur afier the testimony had been sub- 

mit.ed tohim, and investigated by him; but ihe committee had 

been four weeks ascertaining the fact, and yet gentlemen of 
the Opposition complained that it had acted with precipitancy. 

But the chief complaint of the gentleman from New York 

(Mr. Firtmong] and others acting with him, in relation to the 

report of the committee, waa, not that the facts in the body of 
the report were untrue, but that the title page was wrong, be- 
cause it contained the word lawful. He was confident that 
the people would look beyond the title page of that report—they 
would go into the body of it to ascertain the truth, and the ob- 
jection of the gentlemen to the report, on this ground, would 
avail them but little. 

The committee, iu making the report as to which of the claim- 
ants had the greatest number of lawful votes, touk as the asia 
of their proceeding the resolution adopted in the earliest stage 
oftheir proceeding, “that all the votes received by authorized 
officers, acting in conformity with law, were prima facie le- 
gal,” until the contrary should be shown. Now here was a re- 
solution adopted unanimous'y b» the committee, as a basis for 
their future action, and which the committee scrupulously fol- 
lowed in their report; and yet gentlemen now pretend to say 
that the committee acted without authority. Surely gen- 
tlemen, in making use of this afterthought, must 
have forgotten this resolution, which they themselves had 
adopted. The report of the committee, therefore, was but an 
echo and embodyment of the principle contained in that reso- 
lution. Mr. B. went into a detailed examination of the proceed- 
ings of the committee, toshow the impediments thrown in their 
way by the gentlemen who now complained that they had re- 
pre without proper consideration; but before he concluded 

ie remarks, (which will be published in full hereafier,) he was 
arrested by 

Mr. J. W. JONES, who said the moming hour had expired, 
and called for the crders of the day. 

The SPEAKER embraced that opportunity, and laid b-fore 
the House the following communications: 

1. A letter from the Postmaster General, in compliance with 
the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 9h inst. 
relative tothe removal ofthe city post office; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Public Bulldings. 

2. A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting the ‘re- 

rt ofthe Third Anditor, in reply to the resolutiom of the 

ouse of Represeutatives of the Gin ingt, in relati the kt 


' a resolution of the House of 
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tlement of the claim for horses lost during the late hostilities 
with the Creek and Seminole Indians in Alabama and Florida, 
by the Alabama volunteers: referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

3. Also, a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a re- 
port of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in answer to a re- 
solution of the House of Representatives of the 24th ultimo, 
culling upon the War Department to communicate such infor- 
mation as it may be po: off relative to the causes requir- 
ing troops to guard the payments of annuities to Indians on the 


-Des Moines river: 1eferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


4. The memoria! of Lemuel Wheelock and others, legal vo- 


i tersin the Sixth Congressional District, againet the right of Os- 
: myn Baker to a seat in the House of Representatives: referred 
; tothe Committee of Elections. 


5. A letter from the Postmaster General, transmitting a re- 


i portof allowances made to contractors within the year end- 


log he lst July, 1839, d&c.: laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

6. Letter from the Secretary ofthe Treasury, in obedience to 
epresentatives of the 9th instant, 


transmitting statements of moneys invested in the stocks of 


7. Satter from the Secretary of the Navy, in compliance with 
the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 9th instant, 
transmitting copies of the correspondence on file in the Navy 
Department between Admiral Baudin, of the French navy, and 
Commodore W. B. Shubrick, of the United States navy, at Pen- 
sacola, during the month of June last: laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

8. Depositions in relation to the New Jersey election. 

On motion of Mr. RICE GARLAND, ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. CHINN gave notice that he would, at a proper time, in- 
troduce a bill to abolish the land district in Louisiana, known as 
the Greensburg and Southeastern district, and to establish a 
new one, to be designated as the —— district, and for other 
purposes. , 

On motion, the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Dawson in the chair,) 


and tonk up 
THE TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

Mr. BOND, who was entitled to the floor, spoke in continu- 
ation of his remarks of yesterday. He examined tye policy of 
the past and present Administrations, and denounced it as inju- 
rious to the best interests of the country. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL followed in reply to Messrs. CUSHING, 
Bonp, and Kine, and in support of the. bill, and in an able 
vindication of the past and present Administrations from the 
charges of those gentlemen. He showed that the issue of the 
Treasury notes was constitutional, contending that that right 
was involved in the right of the Government to borrow money, 
which none of theese gentlemen denied it had the power to do. 
He showed from official documents, in reply to the argument 
of Mr. Cusnina, that the expenditures of the Govern 
ment during the past and present Administrations had not 
increased in a greater ratio than the increase in the popula- 
tion and resourcesof the country. He also showed that one 

reat cause of the increase of the civil list was the extravagant 
increase. of the contingent expenses of the House, growing out 
of the system put on foot by the Opposition, of printing panic 
and electioneering documents. His remarke will be published 
hereafter in full. 

Mr. TRUMBULL next obtained the floor, on whose motion 
the committee rose, reported progress, and asked leave to sit 
again. 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, March 20, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a communicativn from the Secretary 
of War, in comphance with a resolution of the Senate in rela- 
tion to the payment of the debts and the removal of the Win- 
nebago Indians; which was ordered to be printed, and referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of Prudence C. Loring . 


we a pension; which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
fairs. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Western Michigan. praying 
anamendment to the pre-emption laws; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Algo, a memorial praying the passage ofa general bankrupt 
law; which was referred tc the Commiittee on the Judiciary. 

Algo, several memorials on the subject of the abolition of sla- 
very; the motion to receive which was laid on the table. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the memorial of the heirs of 
General Everard Meade; which was referred to the Committee 
en Revolutiouary Claims. 

Mc. MERRICK presented a communication from the banks 
of the District of Columbia, presenting an exhibit of their situ- 


' ation and resources; which was ordered to lie on the table, and 


be printed. 

Mc.-BENTON presented a memorial, praying the establish- 
ment of a post route in Monroe county, Mo.; which was laid on 
the tab'e, and ordered to be printed. 

_ Mr. B. also presented a document in relation to Spanish claims 
he a which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. ; 

Algo, a memorial from inhabitants of Missouri, praying for an 
alteration of the pre-emption laws; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered ‘o be printed. i : 

Mr. ROANE presented the memorial of Winiam Brent, jr.; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented a memoria! from members of the 
bar in East ‘Tennessee, praying for an additional-term in each 
year of the District Court in Tennessee; which was referred to 
the Cemmittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALL presented a memoria! from citizens of the United 
States, preying for an increase of duty on imported silks; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BENTON presented a document containing a summary 
of the proceedings of the Britieh Mint for the last twenty-on 
years; which was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. YOUNG presented two petitions for post routes—one 
from Davenport, Iowa, to Peru, Ill. and another from Spring- 
fied to Dubuque; which were referred to the Committee on the 
Poet Office and Post Roade. 

Mr. KING presented additional testimony in relation to the 
claim of Jubal B. Hancock; which was referred to the Commit- 
toç on Indian Affairs, 
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an appropria- 


Mr. PORTER presented a memorial, pray r 
ldon; which 


tion for the improvement of the harbor of Port 
was referred to the Committees on Commerce. g 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
was referred the pettior of A. C. Hollinger, made an adverse 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

r. LINN, from the Committes on Private Land Claims, re- 
ported a bill to confirm the title of the heirsof Joeph Thom- 
son to a ratct of land in the State of Missouri; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LINN submitted the Bilowing resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

. Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of ' providing, by law, for pro- 
perty destroyed or plundered by predatory bands of Indians, be- 
longing to Messrs. Myers, Reid, Gross, and Allen, of Missouri. 

Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following resolution for con- 
sideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury inform the 
Senate what proportion of Treasüry notos issued under the au- 
thority of the act of October 12, 1837, and subsequent acts, has 
been paid to public creditors of the United States in discharge 
of their claims, and what proportion has been used for the pur- 
pose of raising money from banke er individuals; together with 
a statement of the rates of interest borne by the notes of the 
several issues respectively. And that he also inform the Senate 
whether the Treasury notes bearing interest have been dep - 
sited in banks for the purpose of raising a eredit, and to be 
drawn against by the Treasury Department; and if any such 
depesites have been made, to siate the dates and amounts there- 
of, and the dates and sums of the drafts made thereon. . 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolution, which 
was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate such information as may be in posesa- 
sion of the Department on the subject of the application of a 
mineral solution to the preservation of timber, called “Kyan- 
ising,” in the report of the bureau of the Topographical Engi- 
neers, wiih the effect, mode of application, and coet of timber so 
prepared, particularly in reference to the construction of piers, 
jettees, and other similar works, as well as for naval struc- 
ture. 

The resolution submitted yesterday, by Mr. LUMPKIN, pro- 
posing to substitute 11 for 12 as the hour of meeting of the Se- 
nat ing taken ap, after some remarks from Messrs. LUMP. 
KIN, HUBBARD, and KING, it was laid on the table for the 

resent. . 

P The bill to provide for the payment of damages sustained by 
individuals in the wars with the Indian tribes since 1830, com- 
ing up on its third reading, i . 
Mr. LUMPKIN moved to recommit the bill back to the 
Committee on Claims, with instructious to strike out that clause 
which regairel the Third auditor to report the claims to Con- 
ress, before they were settled, 
ý The recommitment was further advocated by Messrs. LUMP. 
KIN and CLAY of Alabama, and opposed by Mr. WRIGHT; 
and, the question being taken, it was decided in the negative— 
Tahe bill was then read a third time, and passed 
e bill was then read a third time, an a 
The Senate then went into Executive session, and afterwards 
Adjourned, ; 


HOUSE OF REPESENTATIVES, 
Frmay March 20, 1840. 

The journal having been read, 

Mr. RIVES said he did not find, from the reading of the re 
cord, any notice of the motion he made to refer to the Committes 
of Elections the additional evidence laid before the House on 
yesterday by the Spgaxsr, in relation to the New Jersey con- 
ested election. The gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. R. Gar- 
LAND] move ` to lay it on the table; and he (Mr. R.) made the 
motion to refer it to the Committee of Elections. ‘ 

Mr. R. then made a motion that it be amended in that parti- 
cular; which was agreed to. 5 À 

The CHAIR announced that the business first in order was 
the resolution reported from the Committee of Elections by 
Mr. Campsext, their chairman, proposng to print all the testi- 
mony connected with the New Jersey contested election; and 
the amendment of Mr. R. Garan of Louisiana to discharge 
tho Committee of Elections from the further consideration of 
ihe papeis in relation to the New Jersey question. R 

r. CAMPBELL, chairman ofthe Committee of Elections, 
said he had been instructed by that committee to move a resolu- 
tion, asa modification of the one now before the House, so as 
to have the report made on the 16th instant included in the pro- 
position to pat 

Messrs. TRIPLETT and STANLY objected. 

Mr.CAMPBELL seid it. wasa matter of very little conse- 
quence. The motion was made to save the time of the House; 
but as it was objectedto he would not press it. 

Mr. BROWN of Tennessee continued his argument from the 

int at which he leit off yesterday, and took up, and success- 

ulity refuted, the objections made by the Opposition members 
of the eommittee to the instructions of the House, onder which 
they had acted. The great objection was, not against the right 
of the House to give such instructions, or the competency of the 
committee to make sucha report, but that the chairman of the 
Military Conimiuee [Mr. Jonnson of Tennessee) had moved 
the instructions, and thus interfered with the affairs of the Com- 
mittee of Elections. The gentleman from Connecticut took 
great alarm at the word “forthwith; and every body recol- 
lected the eloquent appeal of the gentleman tothe House, te rave 
the committee from the intrusions of this man of war. They 
might almost apprehend, from the gentieman’s alarming fore- 
ings, thatthie warlike individual would ruth into the com- 
mittee room, pull down their chairs and tables, and turn the 
committee neck and heels out of doors. The gentleman in por- 
traying the daring usurpations which had been attempted by 
the chairman of the Military Commitee, threw back their at- 
tention toa scene in the French Chamber of Deputies, when 
Napolean entered at the head of his grenadiers, and turned ihe 
deputies outof doors. But when he turned aside from i 
contemplation of the gentleman’s gloomy picture, and wan 
atthe calm and pi countenance of his fnend froun tee 
neasee, he forgot the scene in the French Chamber of vers i ®, 
and thought how little likely it was that any outrage mitted 
rights of the House, or the committee, could minded of the 
through his agency, Indeed he was forcibly - hag ihe sublime 
trath of the maxim, that there is but one step ections made ta 
to the ridiculous. After answer iw eek up the compleinig 
jomructions af the Houe, 9r j 
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make int the House for having confirmed the 
report. The majority of the House had been charged with hav- 
ing acted with indecent hurry, with madness and blindness; 
and he would appeal to the sober second thoughts of the mi- 
nority of the committee who made this charge, whether the 
facts of the case would justify them in the use of such uncour- 
teous language. Did not the records show that the House was 
in possession of all the evidence material to the case ‘decided 
on? Was not that decision made after a long and protracted de- 
bate, when every gentleman who desired it, had been heard on 
the subject? And again, it had unjustly and falsely been al- 
leged that the majority of the House had brought in these five 
New Jersey members to enable them to carry out some favorite 
measure of the Admiuistration. Did the gentleman allude to 
the Sub-Treasury bill, to the resolution against the as- 
sumption of the State- debts, or to any other of these 
great measures on which it was well known that 
there was a large majority of the House committed before 
these members came in? But see 
thie part of the gentleman’s argument. The House, by a large 
majority, at least thirty, voted in these five members; they had 

majority sufficiently large to commit what the gentleman 
donsiders such a gross outrage, and with such indecent hurry, 
ald yet with this large majority, they wanted these five addi - 
tiþnal members to enable them to carry out their favorite mea- 
sures. The inconsistency and absurdity of this argument car- 
riéd with it its own refutation. 


Mr. B. next answered: the complaint made, that the Housa | 


would not give the minority the liberty of submitting their re- 
port, and showed that, on the day it was offered, the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Borrs] moved to suspend the rules to re- 
ceive it, when the House was engaged onthe majority report, 
andthe motion failed because it was known, and it was so de- 
cided by the Speaxer, that, if it prevailed, it would supersede 
the action of the House on the majority report. But, at the 
first moment after the majority report was decided on, the gen- 
tleman from Virginia again offered his report, when it was re- 
ceived by general consent, and the question of rec ption was 
supposed to be decided, when the gentleman from Louisiana 
(Mr. GARLAND) objected to ite being received in this way, and 
demanded the yeas and nays. The report of the minority, 
therefore, was kept back by the minority, as the records would 
show, and it would here be recollected that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. CALHOUN] objected to the reception, and 
said that he wished it to go forth as a suppressed report. 

It appeared. then, that the minurity wanted their report to be 
received at a time that it wonld set aside the report of the majo- 
rity; and,because they couid not get that,they raised the cry that 
it was supp:e sed. The gentleman, he said, had appealed from 
the decision of this House to the people. It was before that tri- 
Donal that he and his friends desired to meet them. We, said 
he have been the advocates of the rightofthe people to choose 
their own Representatives—the gentlemen in the minority have 
been the advocates of the right of the Governor of New Jersey 
and his broad seal to get aside the will of the people. Letall the 
facts fairly and truly go before the people, and he did not fear 
tie result. = 

After answering the arguments of the gentlemen in the Op- 
position in full Mr. B. concided, when 

Mr. WATTERSON moved the previous question; but the 
House refused to second 1t—ayes 58, noes 77. 

Mr. BOTTS then obtained the ‘floor, and desired to know if 
any gentleman of the majority of the committee wished to ad- 
dress the House on the subject. If so, he would give way, as he 
preferred follow in reply. The gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Rrvgs] introduced the subject, and ‘here were three other 
members of the majority of the committee yet to speak on it. 
As he then was the only member of the minority that intended 
to the House on this snbject, he thought it but fair that 
he should have the benefit of making the last speech. 

Mr. RIVES of Virginia begged ieave to correct the gentle- 
man. He did not introduce the subject, and had only spoken in 
explanation to correct the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Jg- 


NIFER. ] 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana said that he had submitted the 
amendment on which the debate was proceeding, and he thought 
fet if any one had the right to make the concluding speech he 


Mr. CAMPBELL observed that the majority of the commit- 
tee were willing to reat the case, on their part, upon the argu- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Brown.) But if 
the gentleman from Virginia, or any other gentleman, addressed 
the House, with any arguments necessary to be answered, the 
members of the committee of course reserved to themselves 
the right of replying. 

Mr. FISHER observed that he was one of those who desired 
to addrese the House on thissubject, and that he had endeavored 
to obtain the floor at the time that his friend from Tennessee 
did. But, said he, if we look at the nature of the dehate, it 
will be perceived that it is not necessary for any member of the 
sommittee to continue it. What was the debate. It was 
an attack upon the committee, impugning their motives and 
conduct. They had been arraigned here and outof the House. 
All that we have to do is to reply to the charges that have been 


the inconsistency of | 


N 


made against us. This had been done, and successfully done. , 


We have, said ke, successfully defended ourselves, and trium- 
pranuy refuted the charges that have been made against us, 

am, therefore, willing tovest the case with the able and un- 
anawerable speech of the gentleman from Tennessee, |Mr. 
Brown.] We do wish to make any charges, and do not feel 
under the necessity of making any other speeches unless 
new matter is indroduced, and new charges made. In that case 
we reserve the right te reply to them. 

Mr. BOTTS then proceeded in another attack on the majority 
of the committee, going over the same ground which had been 
previously occupied by those who had preceded him on the 
same side of the question. He had not concluded when the 
the morning hour expired; at which time, 

Mr. J. W. JONES said it must be obvious to the House that 
speedy action was necessary on the Treasury note bill. He, 
therefore, moved that the rules be suspended to enable him to 

submit a motion to go into committee on that bill; and on that 
motion he demanded the yeas and nays, which were or- 


dered. 

Mr. RUSSELL hoped, inasmuch as this day was set apart 
for the consideration of private bills, that the rules would not 
be suspended. 

The question was then taken, and the rules were not suspend- 
ed—y eas 103, nave 72. ; 

‘The 8PEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
be War Department, in compliance with a resolution of the 
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House of the 9:h instant, explanatory of his plan in detail for 
the organization of the militia of the United States. 

Mr. WISE said he would liketo have an additional number 
of this document, and moved to print 5,000 copies extra; but at 
the suggestion of Mr. STANLY, he withdrew the motion. 

Mr. HUBBARD renewed the motion, and 

Mr. STANLY objected. 

Mr. HUBBARD withdrew the motion. n 

The question was tben taken, and the usual quantity was 
ordered to be printed. 

Several Senate bills onthe SPEARER’s table were then taken 
up on their reference, read twice, and appropriately com- 
mitted. 

On motion, the House tken went into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Daves in the chair, and considered various bills on 
the private calendar. 7 

The committee resnmed the consideration of the bill for the 
relief of Thomas Fillebrown; and, the motion to strike eut the 
enacting clause having been withdrawn, it was laid aside, to be 
reported to the House. 


The bill for the relief of Sylvester Phelps and the heirs of , 


Charles Lan:ion, coming up in its order, `a 

Mr. PETRIKIN opposed the bill in a few remarks, and Moved 
to strike out the enacting clause. RENE : 

Messra. GIDDINGS and LEET replied in favor of the bill, 
and in explanation of its principles; when g 

The question was taken on striking out the enacting clause, 
and decided in the negative, and it was ordered that the bill 
should be laid aside and reported to the House. ; 

The bill to amend an act, entitled “An act to remit duties 
upon certain goods destroyed by fire at the late conflagration in 
the city of New York, in December, 1835,” passed Jaly 7, 1838, 
was taken up in its order. 

After rome rei arks by Messrs. PETRIKIN, RHETT, and 
HOLLEMAN. in opposition to the principle involved in the 
bill. Mr. RHETT moved to strike out its enacting clause, when 

Messrs CURTIS, HOFFMAN, THOMPSON oi South Caro- 
lina, GRINNELL, MONROE, HABERSHEM, DAWSON, 
UNDERWOOD, and PARMENTER, followed in reply, and 
in favor of the bill. X , 

The question was then taken on the motion to strike out the 
enacting clause, and it was disagreed to—ayes 58, noes 67. 

Messrs. DAWSON and PARMENTER proposed amend- 
ments tothe bill, which were disagreed to. : 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved an amendment extending the princi- 
ple of relief to all the merchants in other cities who had their 

goods destroyed by fire,and upon which duties had been paid to 
the Government; but the amendment having been disa- 
greed to, kt 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the House. 

On motion of Mr. GRIFFIN, the committee then rose and re- 
ported many bills tothe Honse, without amendment, and asked 
Jeave to sit again on others, which leave was granted. 

Mr. TURNEY moved that when the House adjourn, it ad- 
journ to meet on Monday next; on which, 

Mr. LEWIS demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 32, nays 67. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi moved that the House ad- 
journ; on which i 

Mr. RUSSELL demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 62, nays 68, 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

One of the billsreported from the Committee of the Whole 
having been read, and the question being on ordering it to be 
engrosred, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the House adjourn, on which, 

Mr. LEWIS demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 49, nays66. No quorum voting. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved a call of the House; which was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. PETRIKIN again moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana demanded the yeas; which not having 
been ordered, 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SaturDay, March 21, 1840. 

Mr. WELLER asked leave to introduce a resolution, which 
ws read for the information of the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That a select committee of three he appointed to 
ascertain and report whether any officer of this House has, dur- 
ing the present session, furnished stationery to any person not 
entitled, by law, to the same; also to report the prubable value 
thereof. 

Mr. CHINN moved so to amend the resolution so as extend 
the inquiry to members of the House. 

Mr. DAWSON was here understond to object, and made some 
remarks which were not distinctly heard. 

Mr. WELLER replied that his resolution did not propose an 
examination of the fact whether members of Congress used 
more stationery than was necessary for the transaction of their 
business, forof this the members themselves must be the 
judges; but he had understood that some of the officers of this 
House had been in the habit of furnishing stationery to letter. 
writers, reporters, and others, not embraced within the law. 
Now. he simply proposed an examination into the truth of this 
allegation. The gentleman from Georgii {Mr. Dawson] 
might thank this a “trifling”? matter, but he was one of those 
who believed that all abuses of this sort should be corrected. 
He was unwilling that the people of this country should be 
taxed to purchase stationery for letter-writers and others who 
saw proper to lounge about the Capito! during the session of 
Congress. He cared not who the reselution might operate up- 
on, the practice to which he adverted was a violation of the 
law, and should not be tolerated. 

Mr. DAWSON had so much confidence in the Clerk, who had 
charge of the stationery, that he believed he would not let it be 
improperlv used; and he therefore objected to the introduction 
of the resolution. 

Mr. CRAIG said, notwithstanding it was considered a small 
matter by some, be moved a suspension of the rules, and, on 
thar moion, demanded the yeas and nays; which were not or- 

red. 

The question was then taken on suspending the rules, and 
decided in the negative. J 

Mr. JAMESON, on leave, and in accordance with notice pre- 
viously given, Introduced a bill for the relief of Al ord 
George; and a bill for the benefit of William. Thomneon; which 
were read twice, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr, GALBRAITH gave notice that he would, at a proper 


time, ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for the improve- 
ment of the AHeghany river. 4 

Mr. MARVIN gave notice that he would, at an’ early day, 
ask leave to introduce the usual bill for the improvements of 
rivers and harbors. i f 

The CILALR announced that the business first in order was 
the resolution reported from the Committee of Elections by 
Mr. CAMPBELL, their chairman, proposing to print all the testr- 
mony connecied with the New Jersey contested election; and 
the amendment of Mr. R. Gartanp of Louisiana to discharge 
the Committee of Elections from the further. consideration of 
the papers in relation to the New Jersey question. 

Mr. BOTTS, who was entitled to the floor on the above 
question, not being in his seat, y s 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the select committe, appointed on the 
9th instant, to inquire whether any of the officers of the House 
were engaged in the prosecution of private claims before Cori- 
gress, by permission of the House, introduced a resolution em- 
powering the committee to send for persons and papers; which 
resolution was agreed to. 2 

Mr. S. WILLIAMS moved that the House agree to receive 
reports from committees during the morning hour. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi objected; whereupon, 

Mr. S. WILLIAMS moved a suspension of the rules for that 
purpose; which motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine said a number of the States had not 
been afforded an opportunity, except on one occasion, to present 
petitions to the House. He really hoped that this occasion 
would be embraced by the House to enable gentleman who had 
not been afforded an opportunity,to present their petitions during 
the remainder of the morning hour. 

Objection having been made, 

Mr. SMITH moved to suspend the rules forthe purpose. 7 

Mr. ADAMS inquired what was the object of the gentleman’s 
motion. ia. l 

Mr. SMITH replied, to call the States for petitions during the 
morning haur. . . 

Mr. ADAMS. Ifthat was the gentleman’s object, he was asin: 
cerely happy to find that the gentleman was an advocate for 
reception of petitions, / 

Mr. SMITH said, having so powerful a co-operator as the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, 1 am sure there can bero ob- 

jection to the motion. 

The question was then taken on the motion to suspend the 
rules; and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi did not see why the House 
should passover this business. The gentieman from Virginia 
{Mr. Borrs] it was true, had the floor, and itseemed to him that 
if he wished to claim it he oughtto be here. Mr. T., did not 
know what had been the practice of the House on similar occa- 
sions, but he was under the impression that the House had not 
heretofore passed over the bueiness in order because of the ab- 
sence of a member entitled to the floor. It was the duty of the 
gentleman to be here, and as he was not, the House ought to go 
on without him. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved a call of the 
House; but 

Mr. BOTTS then appearing in his seat, 

Mr. WILLIAMS withdrew his motion. , 

Mr. BOTTS then resumed his remarks in contmuation of 
those of yesterday. Asthe majority of the committee, he said, 
had annonnced that they had nothing further to say on the sub- 
ject, unless some new charges should be made against them, 
and, as he had no new charges to make, but should confine him- 
self to the old ones, he theught it but right that he should have 
the advantage of closing this debate. As the committee, how- 
ever, would not allow him this privilege, he should pow pro. 
ceed with his remarks. Mr. B. then continued his argument, 
examining and commenting on the journal of the commiitee, 
for the purpose of sustaining the charge that had heen made by 
Mr. Fittmorg and Mr. Jenrrer, and refuted by Mr. Brown 
of Tennessee, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he could not permit any oppor- 
tunity to pass by without urging the House to take up the Trea- 
sury Note bill. He asked for a suspension of the rules, to ena- 
ble him to make a motion that the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union to consicer 
that bill; and demanded the yeas and nays on that motion, 
which were ordered; and were yeas (3, nays 68, as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Alford, Judson Allen, H. J. Anderson, Banke, 
Beat:y, Beirne, Biddle, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V Brown, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William O. 
Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, 
Coles, Conner, Wm. R. Cooper, Cross, Cushing, Dana, Da- 
vee, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dickerson, Doan, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Ear], Eastman, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Gerry, Graham, Griffin, Hand, J. Hastings, Haw- 
kins, John Hill of N C. Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Howard, 
Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Killa, King, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Tewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, New- 
hard, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Ramsey, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, 
Albert Smith, John Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Swear- 
ingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Waddy Thompsen, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Welier, Wick, Jare 
W. Wiliams, and Henry Williams—103. 

NAYS— Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Bond, Borts, Brockway, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, 
Chittenden, Clark, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Eu- 
ward Davies, Deberry, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Gentry, 
Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Granger, Green, Grinnell, Jaber- 
sham, Hawes, Henry, John Hill of Virginia, Heffman, 
Hook, James, Kempchall, Lincoln, Mason, Mit<hell, Monroe, 
Morgan, Calvary Morris, Nistci, Osborne, Pope, Randall, 
Rariden, Reet, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Tru- 
man Smith, Sanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, 

Toland, Triplett, Underwood, Warren, John White, Tnomas 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, and Sherrod Williams—68. i 

So the rules were not suspended. 

The engrossed hill for the ra'iefof Smith and Farnsworth, 
was taken up, read a third time, and passed. 

The bill forthe relief of Bailey and lelord was taken up on 
its second reading; when 

Mr. RUSSELL moved an amendment; which was agreed to. 

Several other amendments having heen offered.a debate 
arose. in Whigh Mesers. HAND, L. WILLIAMS, RUSSELL, 

DAWSON, and SMITH participated; when, 
On motion of Mr. HAND, the further consideration of the 


and the amendments and 


hovel erent a in the mean time, ordered 


papers connected w.th the biil, were, 
t inted. 
Orne hill for the relief of Thomas Paani wag táken up 
iu d reading, read the second time, and, alter a debate 
pe ie marite, in Which Messrs. LEADBETTER. and PETRI- 
KIN participated in opposition, and Messrs. POPE, LEET, 
and EVANS in favor of the bill, and the question being on its 
ent for a third reading, . 
r. HU BBARD demanied iho yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were—ycas SO, nays 6. 
dered, bill was ordered to be engrossed. } 
The fo'lomng bills were then taken up, read the second time, 
and severally ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, viz: 
A bill for the relief of Bates and Lacon; i 
A bill for the relief of James W. Osborne; l 
‘A bill for the retiefof Danie! D. Walker, of Baltimore; 
A bill for the relief of Chostelain and Pouvert; 
A bil forthe relief of Ebenezer A. Lester; 
A bill for the relief of Nicholas Hedges; 
A bill for the relief of Ebenezer D. Lobdell; 
i A bill for the relief of Richard Booker and others; 
* A bill for the relief of John Howe; 
A biil for the relief of John Wilkinson; 
A bill for the relief of Thomas W. Taylor; 
A bill for the relief of James Cox; 
A Dill for the rehef of Chauncey Calhoun; 
A bill for the relief of Gamaliel E. Smith; 
A bill for the relief of Garret Vliet; 
A bill for the relief of Cornelius Tiers; 
A bill for the relief of John Underwood; 
A bill for the rehef of Josiah Thompson; 
A bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown; F 
A bill for the relief of Sylvester Pheipe, and heirs of Charles 
Landon. 
A bill for the retief of John T. Addoms; 
A bill for the relief of Captain Jolin Downes; 
A bill for the relief of Benjamin C. Roberts; 
A biil for the relief of Boggs and Thompeon, Robert and Tho- 
mas Hutchinson, and others; 
A bil! for the re ief of Meigs D Benjamin and Co. 
A bill for the relief of Wm. Wickham; 
A bill for the'relief uf John M. Jacquelin; and 
A bill for the relief of George Willis. 
On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 
The House then adjourned. 


IN 8ENATE, 
Monpay, March 23, 1840. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial of citizens of 
New York, praying fur the passage of a general bankrupt law; 
which was referred to the Curamitiee on the Judiciary. 

Alao, the petition of James Morgan; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. ; i 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Stark county, Ohio, asking 
fr an increase of the tariff, and the distribuiion of the public’ 
lands; which was referredto the Committee on Manufactures, 
and the Committee on the Put! c Lands. : 

Also, a memoria! remonstrating against the annexation of 
Tex; which was laid on the table. 

lao, a memorial from citizens of Mercer and Beaver coun- 
ties, praying that proper measures may he taken for a recogni- 
tion of the independence of Hayti, and for the establishinent of 
diplomatic and commercial relations with that Republic on the 
same footing as with the most favored nations; which was laid 
on the table. , 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky, in opposi- 
tion to aay measure which would cede the public lands to the 
States in which theyfie; which was referred to the Commit- 
16: on the Public Landa, and ordered tu be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of citizens of Fulton 
county, New York, io favor of a general bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a memorial of citizens of the 
State of Delaware, praying that this Government may unite with 
other Governments in causing a survey of the isthmus of Da- 
Tien, to ascertain the practicability of cutuing a canal across 
said isthmus, and if found to be so, then to anite with said na- 
tions in carrying the project into effect; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relatious. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial of citizens of Ohio, 
praying for the imposition of a duty on foreign silk; which was 
referre| to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. TAPPAN also presented the memorial of one hundred 
and one citizens of the First Ward of the city of Washington, 
principally mechanics ard workingmen, asking Congress 10 
take measures to compel the banks of the District to resume 
specie payments; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 


be ee; * 

r. ROBINSON presented the petition of McCurdy and 
Whiteside; which was referred to the Commitee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the memorial of citizens o 
Harrison county, Ohio, praying for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia; the motion to receive which, was, 

On mation of Mr. CALHOUN, laid on the table. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial of William E. Kennedy; 
which was referred to the Committee on private Land Claims. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial of sea captains, tra- 
ders, merchants, and citizens, of Georgetown, South Carolina, 
praying for the erection ofa light house at that port; which was 
reterred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of Anthony Drane; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
was referred 

The petition of the-widow of Jobn Vial: 

The petition of the widow of Jonathan ‘Tewgood; 

The Petition of the widow of George Hood; 

The memorial of Joel Leftwich: and 

The petition of James Pierce; 
made unfavorab'e reports thereon. 

Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to 
which was referred the memoriai of the United States Insu- 
rance Company and of the Insurance Company of the State of 
Pennsylvania, praying to be indemnified for pronerty seized 
pe dhecherged fe by the Government of Hayti in 1814, asked to 
be disc! ed from ita further consideration; which was agreed 


fo. 
Mr. MQUTON, from the Committee on Commerce, ta which 


| 


| 
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was referred the memorial on the subject, reported a bill for 
the relief of the legal representatives of Aaron Vail, late Consul 
at L’Orient; which was read, and ordered to asecond reading. 

The bill from the House of Representatives for the relief of 
Elliot Smith and Nathan Farnsworth, was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

The res. lution submitted on Friday by Mr. WEBSTER, was 
considered, and agreed to. 

The Senate thea went into the consideration of Executive 
business, 

And afterwards adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpbay, March 23, 1810. : 

The SPEAKER laid before the House further depositions in 
relation to the New Jersey contested election; which were or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

This being the day under the rule for the presentation of reso- 


| Tutions, 


The SPEAKER commenceil the call of the States for that 
purpose. commencing with the State of Mame, when : 

Mr. EVANS presented a resolution to instruct the Committee 
of Claims te inquire into the propriety of granting a pension to 
Margaret McIntire; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLIFFORD said only one opportunity had been afford-d 
for the presentation of petitions; and inasmuch as frequent op- 
portunities had been afforded for the presentation of resolutions, 
he moved a suspension of the rules, to enable gentlemen to hand 
in their petitions, and called for tellers on that motion; and 
Messrs. Ramsey and CHAPMAN of Alabama having been ap- 
pointed such, reported that there were—ay es 77, noes 31, no quo- 
rum voting. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved a called of the House; which was 
not ordered. f 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays on the metion to 
suspend the rules for the reception of petitions; which were or- 
dered, and were yeas 107, nays 62. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. J. W. JONES said he must again ask for a suspension of 
the rules for the purpose of going into committee on the Trea- 
aury note bill. The pressing necessity of the case, in his judg- 
ment, rendered it absolutely necessary that speedy action should 
be had on this bill. He demanded the yeas and nays on the 
motion to suspend; which were ordered, and were as follows, 
—yeas 112, nays 67: 

YEAS—Mesers. Alford, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton. Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Burke, William 
O. Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Wm. 
R. Cooper. Craiz, Crarv, Crockett, Cross, Dana, Davee, John 

Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Drom- 
goole, Earl, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Ga'braith, Gerry, 
Goggin, Habersham, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, il! 
of North Carolina, Hook. Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard. Jack- 
son, Jameson, Joseph Johnson. Nathaniel Jones, Jobn W., 
Jones, Kemble, Kille, King, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, 
Marchand. Marvin, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W, 
Morris, Newhard. Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, 
Prentiss, Ram<ey, Reynolils, Rhett, Robinson, Edward Rogers, 
James Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith. John 
Smith, Steenrod, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taliaferto, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Phitip F. Thomas, W. Thompson, 
Jacob ‘Thompson, Trumbull. Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wil- 
liama, Joseph L. Wiliams, and Worthingten—I12. 

NAYS—Measrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Bell, Botts, Albert G. Brown, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Carter, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Corwin, 
Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies. Garret Davis, De- 
berry, Dillett, Edwards. Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Rice Gar- 
land, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Gonde, Graves, William 8. 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman. James, 
Kempshail, Lincoln, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan. Nisbet, Os- 
borne, Pope, Proffit, Randali. Rariden, Ridgway, Russeil, 
Saltonstall, Simonton. Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Underwood, Warren, Edward D. 
White, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Christopher H. Witliams, and Wise—67. 

So the rules were rot suspended. 

Mr. MARVIN, in accordance with previous notice given, ask- 
ed leave to introduce the usual bill making appropriation for 
the continuation and improvements in rivers and harbors. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked if it would be in order to raise the 
question of reception. 

The CHAIR eaid it was a motion for leave, which was sub- 
stantially a question of reception. 

Some conversation of a desultory character here arose, and 
the leave was objected to. 

The CHAIR decided that in consequence of the objection and 
Apate arising, the question of leave must lie over under the 
rule. 

Mr. MARVIN referred to the former practice of the House, 
and believing that the decision of the CHa, that the rule which 
compelled resolutions causing debate to lie over, did not apply 
to propositions for leave, he must take an appeal. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, te save all difficulty, withdrew his quest’on 
of reception, and moved the previous question on the appeal, 
which was seconded, and the main question ordered, which main 
question was, “shall the decision of the Cnam stand as the 
judgment of the House?” 

Mr. STANLY moved to lay the question of leave on the 


table. 

Mr. CASEY demanded the yeas and nays an that motion; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 93, nays 78, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Alford, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, 
Blackwel', Boyd, Burke, 8. H. Butler, Bynum. John Camp- 
bell, WilliamB. Campbell, Carter, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, 
Coles, Colquitt, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, W. R. Cooper, Crabb, 
Craig, J. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dickerson, Doan, Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Earl. Eastman, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, 
Gentry, Gerry. Goggin, Graham, Green. Griffin, Habersham, 
Hammond. John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill_of North Carolina, 
Hook, Hubbard, Jackson J. Johnson, N. Jones, John W 
Jones. Keim, Kemble, King, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, McClellan. McKay, Miller, Montgo- 
mery. 8. W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, Parmenter, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Ramsey, Rhett, James Rogere, Ryall; Sa- 
muels, Shaw, Stanly, Starkweather, &eenrod. Sumter, Swear- 
ingen, P. F. Thomas, Jacob Thom Triplett, Turney, 
Underwood, David D, Wegener, Warren, Watterson, Jared 
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W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, J. L. Wil- 
liams, and C. HI. Wiltiams—93. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, Barnard, Beatty, Bell, 
Brewster, Brockway, W. Q. Butler, Calhoun, Carr, Carroll, 
Casey, Chittenden, Clark, Jas. Cooper, Corwin, Cranston, 
Crary, Crockett, Cross, Cushing, Dana, Davee, E. Davies, 
John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, 
Fillmore, Fine, Galbraith, Rice Garland, Gates, Giddings, 
Goode, Hand, W. 8. Hastings, Hoffman, Howard, James, Kemp ; 
shall, Kilte, Lincoln, Marchand, Marvin,Magon, Mitchell, Monroe, < 
Montanya, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Osborne, Paynter, Proffit, 
Randali, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Robinson, Russell, Salton- 
stall, Simonton, Slade, Albert Smith, John Smith, Truman 
Smith, Storrs, Stuart, Sweeny, Taylor, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Yrumbull, John White, and Worthington—78, 

So the motion for leave was laid on the table, 

Mr. MARK A. COOPER gave notice thathe will, at some 
future day, ask leave to introduce a bill to repeal the laws fixing 
salaries for Chaplains for this House and the Senate. 

Mr. PETRIKIN gave notice that he will on Wednesday next, 
oren some other day, when it shall be in order to do 20, ask 
leave to read in his place a billto repeat the second section 
of “Act concerning public contracts,” passed 21st April, 1808. 

Mr. BARNARD, in accordance with notice previously given, 
asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill making an ap- 
propriation for continuing the improvements in Hudson river; 
which was read twice, and, on his tnotion, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, with the following instructions, 
viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation to continue the works in progress for the improvement 
of the navigation of the Hudson river above and below Albany; 
and also to Inquire into the expediency of making appropria- 
tions for continuing the works heretofore begun, and yetin- 
complete, for the improvement of harbors and other rivers. 

The following resotution, introduced by Mr. LOWELL, on the 
10th of February, was, on his motion, taken up, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the House all the information in 
his possession, or in the possession of either of the Executive 
Departments, in relation to the seizure and condemnation by 
the British authorities, during the season last past, of certain 
American vessels engaged in the fisheries. 

Mr. LOWELL also ustroduced the following resolution, which 
was adopted: ‘ \ 

Resolved, That the papers on file in relation to the petition 
of Polly Hamilton, on which an adverse report was made by 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, on the 5th of March 
instant, be taken from the files and recommitted to said com- 
mittee. 

On jmotion of Mr. BURKE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route, commencing at Keene, inthe county of Che- 
shire, New Hampshire, and extending thence through the towns 
of Gilsum, Marlow, Lamp: ter, and Goshen, to Newport, in the 
county of Suilivan, New Hampshire. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of compensating 
Sally Stanley for the Revolutionary services of her husband. 

an: ADAMS offered the following resolutions, which were 
adopted. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
report to this House a statement of all the sums of money be- 
longing to the navy pension fund which have at any time been 
invested ia stocks of the several States; specifying the authority 
by which such investments have been made, the dates of such 
inveatmenis, the rates at whichthe several purchases of tho 
stocks have been made, and the dates and rates at which they 
have been sold. 

Aesolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to cause to be communicated to this House, if not incompa- 
tible with the public interest, all the correspondence between 
the Department of S:ate and the diplomatic functionaries of the 
United States in France, Sweden, Denmark, and Prussia, and 
with those Governments, or either of them, relating to the sur: 
render to the Government of the United States of persons 
charged with piracy and murder on board of the United States 
schooner Platisburg, in the year 1817. Also, the correspondence 
relating to the demand, hy the Charge WAffaires of Great 
Britain, for the surrender ofa mutineer in the British armed 
ship Lee, in 1519, and any opinion of the Attorney General of 
the United States with regard to the right of the Executive of 
the United States, or of any of the Executive Governments of 
the separate States of this Union, to deliver up, at the demand 
of any foreign Government, persons charged with crimes com- 
mittcd without the jurisdictien of the United States, 

Mr. ADAMS also offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘Ihat the practice, first openly avowed at the pre- 
seat session of Congress, of pairing off, involves, on the part of 
the members resorting to it, the violation of the Constitution of 
the United States, of an express rule of this House, and of the 
duties of both parties in the transaction to their immediate con- 
atituents, to this House, and their country. 

He was accompanying the resolution with some remarks, 
por heard by the Reporter, when cbjection was made to any 

ebate. 

Mr. A. said be didnot propose to debate the resolution, 
but he considered it of very great importance, on account of 
the principles involved; and he wanted to see whetker it 
could be possible that any member of this House would ob- 
ject to it. 

Mr. GRAVES objected; when 

The SPEAKER said the resolution must lie over. 

Mr. ADAMS remonstrated, and there was some confusion, 
but the resolution was laid over. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to modify a resolution offered by him on 
the 10th of February last, which is in the words following: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to communicate to this House, if not incompatible with the 
public interest, copies of any demand made by the minister or 
other diplomatic representative of Spain in this country, of the 
surrender to him of the Africans taken in, or belonging to, tha 
vessel called L’Amistad, and ‘of all correspondence between 
this Government and the said miniater or diplomatic Oe he 
tative relating therato: also, copies of all instructions rom, iea 
Department of State to the District Attorney of i e i sf 
States inthe judicial district of Connecticut, and al rpe i 
the said District Attorney to the eaid Department relating (q 
that mbject, 
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Mr. PETRIKIN objected, and a desultory conversation en- 
sued: but Mr. A. was finilly pera.itted to modify, which he 
did, so as to extend the call by adding “or any other foreign 
Government or Minister.” 3 

Mr. REID offered the following, which, under the rule, lies || 
over: 3 | 

Resolved, That it is the bounden duty of the Government of | 
the United brates to absolutely prohibit her citizens from en- 
gaging, directly or indirectly, in the foreign slave trade; and, to 
this end, that the Comm (tee on Foreign A fairs be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of making such legal provisions as 
shall effectually put an end to so unlawful and disgraceful a 
wame, 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, 

Resolved, That the resolutions of the last Congress, on the 
subject of the territory and rights of the United States west of 
the Rocky mountains, and the papers accompanying the same, 
be recommutted to the Committee on Foreign Aifairs. 

On motion of Mr. SALTUNSTALL, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
Teport to this House the amount of the annual payments from 
the privateer pension fund established by the act of June 26, 
1812, until the same was exhausted, distinguishing what portion 
of said payments was paid to the widows and children of de- 

Persons, and to report also when the same became ex- 
hausted, and-whether any part, and, if so, how much, of said 
fund was lost by the manner in which the same was invested. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nicate to the House the correspondence between the delegation 
in feom the State of Massachusetts and himeelf, in 
the month of March, 1839. in relation to the examination and 

allowance of the claim of that State to compensation for militia ` 
services during the last war with Great Britain, and that he also 
inform the House whether. since lis report on that subject of 
the 23d of December, 1837, under a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of March, .1836, any further proceedings have 
been had, or are deemed necessary on the part of Massachusetts, : 
or in the Department, to entitle the State to the balance found 
due according to his said report. 

On motion of Mr. W. B. CALHOUN, wert btw: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs inquire in- 
to the expediency of purchasing of John W. Cochran, hissix 
pounder brass cannon model, for a large garrison gun for naval | 
defence. 

Mr. OSBORNE submitted the following, which lies over: 

Whereas the public lands of the United States kelong exclu- 
sively to the people of the Uniied States, and whenever dis- 
posed of. the avails thereof ought to enure to the equal and 
common benefit of all the States; and whereas the present 
condition of this great national property furnishes a dangerous 
temptation to political ambition, enabling it to operate on pub- 
lic sentiment in certain portions of the country, by proposi- 
tions and promises to cede tothe States the public lands ai- 
tuated within their respective limits; and whereas all such 
propositions are in derogation of the trust under which this 

t public fund is held, and are calculated to subvert the 
Confidence of the people :in the justice and purity of the Na- 
tuonal Government; and whereas a subject of suc magnitude 


and exciting interest, ought to receive the speedy action of Con- 
gress; be it therefore , , 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to report te this House, on the earliest convenient day, 
a bill to secure to the several States their just rights and inte- 
Tests in the public lands, and providing that the proceeds of those 
landa, sold from time to time, shall be distributed among the 
States upon just and cquliable principled. 

On motion of Mr. MONTANYA, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency and propriety of erecting a bea- 
con light at the termination ofthe pier constructed by the New 
York and Erie railroad into the Hudson river, at Tappan bay, 
for the benefit of the navigation of said river. 

Mr. DANA eubmitted the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That during the remainder of the present session 
of Congress, the daily meetings of this House shall cvm- 
mence at 11 o’clock a. m. until otherwise ordered. i 

Mr. KEMPSHALL submitted the following, which lies over: | 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of fortifying the frontier 
on Lake Ontario, and especially of prosci and defence of 
the harbor of Genesee and the city of Rochester. 

Mr. MORGAN submitted the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inguire into the expediency of making an appropriation for 
the improvement of the harbor at Little Sodus, on Lake Onta- 
rio, and to report by bill or otherwise. 

Òn motion of Mr. KEMBLE, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be di- 
rected to inquire into the present state of the light house sys- 
tem of the United States, and to report such modifications, if 
any, as they may deem necessary to its greater efficiency and 


economy. ; 

‘Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of so modifying the laws 
for the collection of the revenue as to permit the entrance, 
for the benefit of drawback, of goods, wares, and merchanéise, 
intended to be transported through the territories of the United 
States into the adjacent territories of foreign powers in amity 
with the United States. 

On motion of Mr. GATES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions he in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing a pension to 
Jacob Jackson, of New York. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affaire be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of fortifying the Niaga- 
ra frontier, and especially of providing for the protection and 
defence of the harbor and city of Baffalo. 

Mr. FLOYD submitted the following, which lies over: 

Raolved, That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire 
into and report upon the expediency of erecting a monument in 
commemoration of the battle of Orishany, in the State of New 

York. 
Mr. HOFFMAN submitted the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That all petitions, except those which may come 

within the rule in regard to petitions touching slavery, may be 
banded to the Clerk, and by him referred to the appropriate 
committees, under the directions of the members offering 


MT. MONROR submitted the following, which lies over | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Resolved, That five thousand additional copies of the report 
onthe Smithsonian bequest be published for the wse of the 
members of the House. 

Mr. G. DAVIS submitted the following, which lies over. 

Resotved, That the first section of the second article of the 
Constitution of the United States, by declaring “that the Execu- 
tive power shali be vested in a President of the United States 
of America,” does not ordain and establish any Executive pow- 
er; but the only purpose and efféct of this language is, to vest 
auch Executive powers as are created in other clauses of the 
Constitution in the President, except eo far as those powers 
may be differently vested in whole or part by the Constitution. 

Resolved, That the following language in the second section 
of the second article, viz: “he (the President) shall nominate, 
and, by and with the advice and coneent of the Senate, shall ap- 
point ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges 
ofthe Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United Btates, 
whose appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and 
which shall be established by law. But Congress may, by law, 
vest the appointment of such inferior officers as they may think 
proper, in the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the 
heads of departments. The President shall have power to fill 
up all vacancies that may happen during the recess of the Se. 
nate, by granting commissions, which shall expire at the end of 
their next session,” being the whole of so much of the Constitu- 
tion as ordains and establishes, or invests any power of appoint- 
ing to office, 1n all appointments, except to inferior offices pro- 
vided for by a law of Congress, or to fili vacancies that may hap- 

pen during the recess of the Senate, the action of the Senate is 
as essentiakas that of the President. 

Resolved, That the power of removal from office is not ex- 
pressly ordained and established, or vested by the Constitu- 
tion, but, from necessary implications, results and attaches to 
the appointing power instituted by the Constitution. 

Resolved, That as a power of removal from office under the 
Constitution can be derived only by implication, and by reason 
and analogy, to attribute its existence and rightful exercise to 
one branch of the appointing poweris equally illogical and un- 
constitutional, and produces in the President an augmentation 
of power dangerous to constitutional liberty; wherefore, the 
President cannot remove an officer, in whose appointment the 
concurrence of the S:nate is required by the Constitution, un- 
less the Senate, also, shall unite in the act of removal. 

Resolved, That as the President is empowered by the Con- 
stitution to appoint to all vacancies that may happen during 
the recess of the Senate, and to commission such appointees 
until the expiration of the next session of the Senate, and is 

thus placed in possession of the whole appointing power pro 
tempore; the correlative and parallel power of removal from 
office temporarily, and operating for the same term of time, 
veats in the President, by implication and analogy; wherefore, 
during the recess of the Senate, the President has the power to 
remove or suspend such officers from their respective offices 
until the end of the next sesion of the Senate; and unless the 
Senate shall then have concurred in, the removal by the Presi- 
dent ceases to operate, and the incumbent, by the operation of 
the Constitution, is restored te his office, and all its rights and 
privileges, as fully as though such suspension or temporary re- 


| moval of him by the President had never been made. 


Mr. HAND submitted the following, which lies over: 

"Resolved, That 5,000 copies of documents No. 118, of the 2d 
session of the 25th Congress (being the pension laws then in 
force) be reprinted for the use of the members of this House. 

Mr. BOYD submitted the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, to examine 
into the condition of the Military Academy at West Point, with 
a view to the modification or repeal of such of the laws relative 
thereto, as Dower may suggest. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted the following, 
over: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to report a bill relinquishing and surrendering the 
Cumberland road to the States respectively through which it 
passes, in its present condition, upon such terms as the commit- 
tee may deem expedient; and in order to enable the States 
through which the said Cumberland road passes to complete 
the same after it has been surrendered to them; and to do jua- 
tice to the other S'ates, by enabling them to share, in common 
with the States through which the Cumberland road passes, 


which lies 


; the funds which properly belong to all the States; the said com- 


mittee is further instructed to report a bill providing for the dis- 
tribution of the nett proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among all the States, in proportion to their Federal population 
respectively. 

Mr. W; B. CARTER submitted the following, which lies 
over: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, whose du 
ty it shall be tn inquire into the expediency of extending the 
yrovisions of the act of Congress for the benefit of the surviv- 
ing officers and suldiers of the Revolutionary army, passed the 
7th June, 1832, so as to embrace those who were engaged in the 
wars of the United States, which occurred between the treaty 
of peace with Great Britain in 1793, and the treaty of Green- 
ville, with the Indians, in 1795, and that the said committee 
have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. J. HASTINGS submitted the following, which lies over: 

Whereas the Cadets of the Military Academy at West Point 
being educated gratuitously by the peop'e of the United State 
at an expense of above $2,000 each, justice and gratitude an 
sound policy, predicated upon those principles, demand that 
the orphan sens of those who have fought and ‘bled and died in 
the service of their country, have the first claim upon our con- 
sideration for admission to the advantages of being educated at 
this national establishment; therefore, be it 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affaire be in- - 


structed to inquire into the expediency of giving the sons of 
soldiers, whether of the regular army, or of the militia, or of 
volunteers, whether officers o1 privates, who have died or been 
killed in the service of the United States; and likewise the sons 
of sailors and marines, whether officers or privates, who have 
died or been killed in the same service, the preference over all 
other applicants for admission into the Academy or Military 
School at West Point. 

Mr. STANLY submitted the following, which lies over: 

Whereas, by the withholding of the fourth instalment by 
this Administration, the State of North Carolina ie deprived of 
nearly half a million of dollars, which fourth instalment is part 
of the proceeds of the public lands; in order, there ‘ore, that the 
said fourth instalment be paid to the State, notwithstanding the 
opposition of this Administration, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 


the United States, That the Secretary of the Treasury bedi. 
rected, whenever there is sufficient money in the Treasury, io 
pay over the amount of said fourth instalment due to the State 
of North Carolina, to the proper authorities of said State, to 
aid said State in carrying ov her public schools and mternal im- 
provements, if she choose 60 to dispose of it, : 

Mr, MONTGOMERY submitted the following, which lies 
over: F 

Whereas our glorious and successful struggle in the Revolu- 
tionary war for national independence was a Jomt common ef- 
fort, in which the patriots in all the “tates In the Cor. federacy 
freely aided and contributed an equal proportionate share of 
their blood, suffering, aud treasure; and whereas the people in 
all the States and Territories within the Union now enjoy equal- 
ly and alike the inestimable blessings of liberty and happiness 
cheesy gained; and whereas, with our national liberty, there 
was also gained, as a joint common stock fi und, an immense pro- 
perty in public lands, more than twelve hundred millions of 
acres of which remain yet asa part of this joint common stock 
undispoeed of, in which the whole people of these United States 
and Territories have, and hold, a good bona fide title and equi- 
table and proportionate interest in lee simple, and which is here- 
after to be disposed of by some mode to be by Congress pointed 
out; and whereas, in the year 1835, the last dollar of our national 
debt, as well that created by the war of the Revolution as 
that incurred by the war of 1812, and from al! other sources 
whatsoever, was fully paid off, and all claims upon us, as a na- 
tion, for debts, were fully paid off, cancelled, and satisfied; and 
whereas ours was intended to be a cheap, plain, Republican 
Government; and inasmuch as the present Executive, in his 
late message to both branches of Congress, dated 24th December 
last, has not only recommended a strict and rigid economy, but 
has actually practised it himself, by reducing the annual esti- 
mates called for by him for the service of the year 1840, down to 
the sum of eighteen millions two hundred and eighty thousand 
six hundred dollars and fifty-five cents, that sum being less by 
over five millions of dollars—be it therefore 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That, 
afier the year 1840, the ‘annual expenditure for the ordinary 
purposes of this Government in time of peace, shall not exceed 
the sum of fifteen millions of dollars, exclusive of the Post 
Offive and trust funds. 

2. Be it further resolved by the authority aforesaid, That 
when Congress shall, at any seseicn, pass appropriations for 
the expenditures of any one year beyond those the actual ex- 
penditure in the year 1839 will amount to, (the Secretary 
of the Treasury has recommended great reductions in the an- 
nual expenditures, and gives a plan by which it can be done 
without injury to the public service, should Congress only Jend 
theiraid in carrying out these eeveral recommendations proposed 
as above stated—the sum of $15,000,000,) it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to ecale down the salary, pay, 
or compensation, paid to all and every officer in this Govern- 
ment, and also to scale down the amount appropriated to each 
object for which appropriations are made for that year, in equal 
proportions, until the expenditures shall come within the sum of 
fifteen millions of dollars for actualexpenditure and the sum of 
three millions of dollars to meet outstanding drafts upon the 
Treasury, that may be in fransitu. 

3. Beit resolved by the authority aforesaid, That the pub- 
lic land belonging to the United States is a remainder of a joint 
common stock fund, to which all the people of the United 
States have an equal and just proportionate joint com- 
mon stock interest. 

4. Be it therefore resolved by the authority aforesaid, 
That the proceeds arising from the sale of the public lands, toge- 
ther with all other moneys that shall be in the Treasury of 
the United States at the expiration of each fiscal year after the 

ear 1840, over and above the sum of fifteen millions of dol- 

ars for the ordinary expenditure, and the further sum of three 

millions to meet outstanding and unsettled drafts, and exclu- 
sive of the Post Office and trust funds, shall be equally divided by 
the Secretary of the Treasury among the States and Territories 
of this Union, according to their representation upon this floor, 
share and share alike, and paid over by the said. Secretary to 
euch pereon, or persons, as the Legislatures of the respective 
States and Territories shall or may authorize to receive and re- 
ceipt for the same. 

5. Beit further resolved, by the authority aforesaid, That 
Congress has no authority given it by the Constitution of the 
United States to levy any taxes, either direct or indirect, upon 
the people of the United States, for any other purpose than the 
immediate wants of the Government of the United States: that . 
revenue raised or taxes imposed, either direct or indirect, upon 
the pcople, with a view to, or for, the object of creating a sur- 
plus fund in the Treasury of the United States, for distribution 
among the States, or for any other object er objects than the 
payment of the civil list, the army and navy of the United 
States, and such other incidental expenditures as are required 
for the legitimate objects of the General Government, are not 
authorized by the Constitution, and are therefore not within the 
poner granted tu Congress in the Constitution of the United 

es. 

6. And be it further resolved, by the authority aforesaid, 
That so much of all laws fixing or defining the salaries or pay 
of all officers or other persone receiving pay from Government 
for services rendered, as comes within the provisions of any of 
the above resolutions, is hereby so modified as to conform to 
the above provisions, 

Mr. CHITTENDEN submitted the following resolution, 
which was read for the information of the House: 

Whereas in a communication made by the Clerk ofthis House 
to some of the members thereof, on the 21st instant, and pub- 
lished in the official organ of the Government in this city on the 
same day, members of this House are not only charged with 
gross violations of official duty, but with one of the highest 
crimes known to our laws; and whereas it is the imperious duty 
of the House to ascertain whether any of its members have, as 
charged in that communication, practised abuses in the name 
of said Clerk, either by the “forgery” of his name, or by ob- 
taining it from him by means of “misrepresentation” in such a 
manner as to require the aid of said Clerk “in ferreting out the 
real responsible culprit, that he may be punished,” and whether 
anv members of this House have (as ie also charged in said com- 
munication) sent packages through the mail, consisting of 
“blank franks,” under the frank of “Hugh Garland, Cierk,”’ 
with the intention “to cheat and defraud the revenue,” that, in 
case it shall be ascertained that any member of thie House has 
so far lost sight-of the dignity of hie mation as to have been 
guilty of such a grow yiolation af duty and of the iawa of thia 


Government, he may receive that punishment which he justly 
merits; and ist, in Tase the charges shall not be sustained, the 
authors vf the base and infamous slanders may ‘‘at least be held 
up for the public scorn:” Therefore, —Ţ 

"Resolved, That a committee, consisting of three persons, be 
appointed to investigate the charges contained in the communi- 
cation of said Clerk, whose duty it shall be to proceed with said 
examination, and report to this House with as litle delay aa 
possible; and that said commiuee have power to send for per- 
sons and papers. 

Objection being made, ’ 

Mr. CHITTENDEN moved a suspension of the rules to 
let in the resolution; which motion prevailed—ayes 146, 

6. i i 

nE then said that he was not disposed to occupy the time 
of the House by debate on the subject and therefore, he would 
move the previous question. i . 

Mr. PETRIKIN said it was not in order to move the previous 
question, the resolution not having been read, and the question 
atated by the CHAIR, | , 

The SPEAKER directed the Clerk to read the resolution; 
which was done; when, | F i f 

Mr. CHITTENDEN again moved the previous question. _ 

Mr. GALBRAITH asked if an amendment would be in 


order. 

The SPEAKER said that the previous question being maved, 
amendmenta were not in order. ae 

Mr. BYNUM. Are al! amendments to the proposition cut off 
by moving the previous question? . 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. BYNUM. Then I shall vote against it, I am in favor of 
the propvsition, but am upposed to the preamble. , 

Tre second to the previous question was then carried—ayes 
77, noes 54, and the previous question was carried without a 
division. 

The main question then coming up, 7 

Mr. BANKS moved a division of the question, so as to take it 
first on the resolution, and then on the preamble. He wasop- 
posed to the preamble, as Mr. Kendall had not made any such 
c es as were stated in it. 

Mr. CLIFFORD hoped the resolution and preamble would 
be divided, and the question taken separately, because the pre- 
amble assur s8 us that the Postmaster General has made the 
charge that members of Congress have been guilty of the crime 
of forgery, which is not in accordance with the truth, as he 
underatood it, and therefore he desired to vote against that part 
of the resolntion, but did not object to the usual inquiry. 

Mr. WISE submitted whether the resolution was separable 
from the preamble, without destroying the sense. The law of 
division was that every part divided should make a separate 
sense of itself. ech 

The SPEAKER decided that the question was divisible, as 
the resolution contained a substantive proposition, and that the 
vote must, in conformity with parliamentary practice, be taken 
first on the resolution, i 

Mr. R. GARLAND called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and the question was taken on the resolution, and de- 
cided affirmatively—yeas 157, nays none. 

The question tlen cume up on the preamble, when 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and resulted in—yeas 91, nays 92. í 

So the preamble was rejected; when 

Mr. WISE said that it was obvious to the House, that the re- 
solution just adopted would be imperfect without some expla- 
natory preamble. He hoped, therefore, the general consent 
ef the House would be given to the preamble he was about 
t> offer, which would affirm nothing, and commit no one, but 
merely explain the objects of the resulution. Mr. W. then 
submitted the following: A 

“Whereasihe following correspondence, to wit.” 

This preamble only being in order by general consent, 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected. , i 

Mr. BANKS hoped the gentleman would withdraw the objec- 
tion; he wished to see the resolution carried out in good faith. 

Mr WISE then moved to suspend the rules to let in his pre- 
anble; which motion prevailing, Mr. W. submitted his pream- 
ble; when 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend it by inserting the words 
“communicated by the Clerk of this House.” 

Mr. WISE asked, Was the communication from the CLERK 
of the House? 

The CLERK responded that it was. 

Mr. WISE said he was then willing se to modify the pream- 
bie. 

And, after some further conversation, the preamble was 
adopted, as follows: s 
hereas the following correspondence has been communi- 
cated by the Clerk of the House to the members of the House, 
viz. 
OFFICE OF THE House OF REPRESENTATIVES U. S. 
March 18, 1840. 

Sm: In consequence of the abuses practised under my name, 
as disclosed in the following correspondence, I am constrained, 
Yespectfully, to decline franking any package for members of 


C ess. Yours, etc. 
oer i H. A. GARLAND, 
Clerk House of Representatives United States, 


Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
March 14, 1840. 
8m: I deem itas much my duty to you as to the public, to 
apprise you of the unwarranted use made of your name, as dis- 
Closed in the enclosed copy of a letter from the postmaster at 
Martford, Connecticut. 

Whether your name im this case be a forgery, or whether 
you were induced to write it by any misrepresentation, I beg 
your aid in ferreting out the real responsible culprit, that he 
may be punished, or at least held up for the public scorn. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
AMOS KENDALL. 
Hoes A. GARLAND, esq. 


Clerk of the House of Representatives. 


Orrice House or REPRESENTATIVES U. 8. 
March 12, 1840. 
Sin: I have received your letter of yesterday, enclosing one 
from the postmaster of Hartford, Connecticut, in which he 
mates: “A grass abuse in relation to franking exists among the 
members uf Congress; in addition to bushels of newspapers and 
speechon, daily received from our members of Congiess, load- 
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ing down the mails, there are large packages franked ‘Hugh 
Garland, Clerk,’ which packages consist of biank franks, and 
are intended to cheat and defraud the revenue.” 

If the packages, as he states, are endorsed “Hugh Garland, 
Clerk,” they were certainly not sent by me, for I never sign 
my name in that way. 

Iam in the habit of franking packages for members of Con- 
gress, under a construction of the law of 1827, which 1} found 


. prevailing when I came iato office. 


Under the law of 1825, section 27, the Privilege of the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives was limited to two ounces. 
In 1827, it was extended so as to be only limited by a general 
law which prohibits postmasters from mailing any packages 
that shall exceed three pounds, except public documents. 

My own impression is, that this privilege was intended for 
the official business of the Clerk’s office, and not for the use of 
members of Congress. 

But finding a different interpretation of the law prevailing, 
and learning that it had been so construed from the begin- 
ning, I have yielded to it. If, however, the Post Office Depart- 
ment does not concur in this interpretation of the law, I shal! 
be pleased to know, for the information of the members of 
Congreas, and for the regulation of my own conduct in future. 

Yours respectfully, 
H. A. GARLAND, 
Clerk of the House of Representaves of United States. 
Hon. Amos KENDALL, Postmaster General. 


Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
March 18, 1840. 
Bır: I duly received your letter of the 12h, in reply to mine 
of the 11th instant, and have re-examined the laws having refer- 
ence to the franking privilege of the Clerk of the House. 
The Department is how, for the first time, apprised that the 
act of 1827, extending his franking privilege, had been constru- 
ed to authorize him to frank packages for members of Con- 


The act of 1825 conferred on him, in common with members 
of Congress, the privilege of franking letters and packets not 
exceeding two ounces in weight, excepting only documents 
printed by order of either House, and so far from authorizing 
the one to frank forthe other, imposed on every person possess- 
ing the franking privilege, who should frank “any letter or 
letters other than those written by himself, or by his order, 
on the business of his office,’ a penalty oi ten dollars, from 
which no one but heads of Departments are in any such case 
exempt. The only change in the law made by the act of 1827, 
was to remove the limitation of two ounces on the Clerk’s frank, 
so that he may now“send and receive by mail, packets not ex- 
ceeding three poundsin weight. There appears to be not the 
least ground for construing this act as authorizing bim to frank 
letters or packets for members of Congress, whether they weigh 
more or lees than two ounces; and if he now put his frank on 
“letters not written by himself, ar by his order, on the business 
of his office,” he is unquestionably as much liable to the penal- 
ty of tani dollars in each case, as if the actof 1827 had never 

assed, 
P I am gratified to find, that your view of the law does not dif- 
fer from that entertained by the Department, and that you are 
ready, on ascertaining this comcidence, to abandona practice 
entailed upon you by your predecessors. ‘Phere seems to be 
something insatiable in “special privilege,” which is ever striv- 
ing to enlarge itsclf by all sorts of subterfuges and evasions. It. 
is no less the duty of those connected with the legislation of the 
country, than with those entrusted with the execution of its 
laws, to give every grant of privilege which can only be enjoyed 
at the expense of the people, a strict construction, and confine 
its ae to the norrowen are 
ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
AMOS KENDALL. 
Hoos A. GARLAND, Esq. 
Cle:k of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. KING offered the following, which was objected to, and 
lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby directed to send to this House a!l his correspondence and 
the correspondence of any officer of his Department with any 
bank or banks on the subject of borrowing or raising money on 
sale and purchase of Treasury notes, or placing and receiving 
them on deposits; to inform this House what has been the ac- 
tual cost of issuing Treasury notes under the several acts passed 
from October, 1837, to Maich, 1839, inclusive, authorizing the 
issue of Treasury notes; and to send to this Housea statement of 
the interest paid and due on the several issues of Treasury notes 
from October, 1837, to 30ih June, 1839, inclusive, and the terms 
on which they have been sold to any bank or banks, or to indi- 
viduals, or placed on deposite. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he did not object to the resolution 
ofthe gentleman from Georgia. and would take this occasion to 
state, upon information on which he could rely, that no com- 
pensation had at any time been pai! by the Secretary, either to 
brokers or other persons, to convert Treasury notes into specie, 
and that Treasury notes had at no time been exchanged by him 
below their par value—that the course pursued by the Secre- 
tary had been to require that the specie should be deposited sub- 
ject to his draft, before the Treasury notes were paited with by 
him, 

Mr. KING thereupon moved a suspension of the rules, 
and asked the yeas and nays on that motion; which were 
onderen, and, being taken, were—yeas 74, nays 74, [Not two- 
thirds. } 

So the rules were not suspended. 

On motion of Mr. C. MORRIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency, of authorizing 
tha purchase ofa sufñcient quantity of land in the vicinity of 
the city of Washington for the purpose of erecting an establish- 
ment for the employment and support of the poor in said 
city, upon the principle adopted in Salem, Massachusetts, and 
other places. k f 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce b2 instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of entry 
at Marietta, Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, | 

Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed to 
inquire whether any of the officers of this House have, during 
the present session of Congress, furnished, at the expense of 
the Government, stationery to any person not entitled by law 
to the same, and ascertain and report the probable value 
thereof. 


-Qn motion of Mr, SAMUELS, 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing James 
Chambers a pension from an earlier period than the léth of 
June, 1839 

On mation of Mr. WORTHINGTON, 

Resolved, That the resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of Maryland in relation to the improvements of the harbor 
of Havre-de-Grace, passed at December session, 1838, and now 
on the files of the House, be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce; and also the resolutions of the Legislature of the same 
State, in relation to the establishment of a national foundry at 
or near Havre-de-Grace, now on the files of the House, be re- 
ferred to the Select Committee on the Foundry. 

On motion of Mr. STEENROD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a post route from the city of Wheeling, via Belen’s 
Station, Soellnan’s, Fish Creek, to Woodlands Post Office, Mar- 
shall county, Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. P. F. THOMAS, 

Resoived, Thatso much of the annual report of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy as relatesto the claim for arrears of pension 
of Maria Harrison, only child of John Garde, deceased, late a 
sailing master on board the United -States ship L’Insurgente, 
together with the proofs and other papers therewith submitted, 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

_ Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire how much, if any thing, is justly due from the Unite 

Stares to Adolphus Burghart, now deceased, who was a soldie 

or officer in the army of the United States a part of the tim, 
during the last war with Great Britain; or to his heira or lega, 
representatives, on account ofarrearages of his pay or less o, 
his property while in the service as such soldier or officer. 1 

Mr. TOLAND offered the following, which lies over: f 

Resolved, That four thousand copies of the report of the Se- 
lect Committee on the Smithsonian Bequest be printed for the 
use of the members. 

Mr. J. JOHNSON submitted the following, which lies 


over: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
be, and he is hereby, directed to keep an account ot all sta- 
tionery furnished to each member of the House, designating the 
portions furnished at the folding room, at the Capitol, and at 
other places; and that, hereafter, no articles of stationery be de- 
livered, except upon personal application, or the written order 
of members. 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, 

Resolved, ‘that thes lect committee appointed to inquiro 
whether any of the officers of this House, etc. are engaged, or in 
any way concerned, for the promotion of private claims against 
the Government, be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
bringing ina bill prohibiting any clerk, or other officer of either 
House of Mongress, or any person holding any office or ap- 
pointment under the Government of the Unite States, acting 
as agent nor attorney in the prosecution efany claim against the 
Government of the United States, during the pending ef said 
claim before either House of Congress, or before the Depart- 
menuts, agents, or officers of the Government; and that said com- 
mittee have leave to report by bil! or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. GALBRAITH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire into the expediency of granting a pension to Mary 
Breokhouser, of Crawford county, Pennsylvahia, for the ser- 
vices of her husband in the Revolutionary war. 

Resolved, That the Committee onthe Judiciary inquire into 
the expediency of extending the juriadiction of the United tates 
courts over those parts of the Great Lakes within the boundaries 
of the United States; or of extending the jurisdiction of the 
State of Pennsylvania, by express terms, over that part of Lake 
Erie west of the New York line, east of the Ohio State line, and 
north of the territorial line, between the United States and the 
British Provinces of Canada; and also inquire into theexpedi- 
ency ofestablishing a branch of the United States court at Erie, 
in the State of Pennsylvania. 

On motion of Mr. R. GARLAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs inquire into 
the expediency and justice of paying to James Fenasye, late a 
private in the Marine Corps, the sum of $19 66, which he claims 
as prize money for assisting in the capture of certain Algerine 
vessels in the Mediterranean sea in the year 1815, and that the 
letters from the Secretary of the Navy and said Fenasye, hereto 
annexed, bereferred tosaid committee. 

On motion Mr. CHINN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the J aie be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of rendering uniform the times, 
places, and manner of electing members of the House of Re- 
presentatives of the Congress ofthe United States, and that they 
report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. DOAN, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Scott to Locust Grove, and from Win- 
chester to Locust Grove, in Adams county, Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pension to 
the widow of Captain Philemon Gatewood, of the revenue eer- 
vice, who died from disease contracted in the service of the 
United States, whilst co-operating with the naval forces on the 
coast of Florida. 

On motion of Mr. REID, 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire what provision is made for the prison- 


-ers for crime and for debt in this District; and also into the ex- 


pediency of making new provision for their support. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to cause to be prepared and communicated to this House, at 
the commencement of the next session, all the opinions of the 
Attorney General and other officers connected with the Execu- 
tive, which give construction to the pubiic laws not of a tempo- 
rary character. 

On motion of Mr. TRIPLETT, 

Resolved, That aselect committee be raised to inquire and 
report whether any legislation be necessary to prescribe, the 
form of returns which shall entitle persons claiming to bee kad 
ed members of the House, tu be admitted to seats and to paroi 
pate in the organfzation thereof; and, ìf s0, to report 8 p 
acing the orm, of pal ENKOD 

n mation of Mr. i : 
Resolved, That the Postmaster General be required to inform 
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this House, at as early a day as practicable, of the causes and the 
extent of the detention of the mail and of the irregularity of its 
conveyance between Wheeling, in the State of Virginia, and 
Bridgeport, in the State of Ohio, and also his opinion as to the 
Dest means for remedying the evil. 

On motion of Mr. W. THOMPSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of furnishing to Mr. 
John W. Cochran such facilities as will enable him to construct 
and make a full experiment of the capabilities. of his bomb 


cannon. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
examine into the present laws regulating the compensation of 
the volunteer soldiers for horses lost in the various campaigns 
against the Indians since 1830, and report what amendments 
are necessary to be made to secure fair and liberal justice to the 
unfortunate soldier who may have lost his property whilst in 
the service of his country. 

On motion of Mr. SWENEY, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nicate to this House all the information inthe possession of the 
War Department relating to the progress, if any, that has been 
made by Governmentin effecting a treaty with the Wyandot 
tribe of Indians, for the purchase of their lands in Crawford 
county, Ohio, and their ultimate removal west of the Missis- 
sippi river; and whether a farther appropriation will not be re- 
quired to effect that object. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for 
the erection of soldiers’ barracks at Cleveland, in the State of 
Ohio, and for the purchase of land necessary therefer. 

On motion of Mr. BEIRNE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
bliahing a post route from Colesmouth, Kenawha county, Vir- 
ginia, to Louisa, in the State of Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. DOAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of a reissue of land 
warrants No. 1161, for 309 acres, issued on the 21st of Februa- 
ry, 1826, in the name of James Erwin and other heirs at law of 
Joseph Erwin, which said warrant is lost. 

On motion of Mr. HAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing apost route from Elizabethtown to Moriah, in the State of 
New York. ` 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pen- 
sion to Margaret McIntire. 

On motion of Mr. CLARK, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
do inquire into the propriety of granting a pension, in confor- 
mity to the provisions of the late act of Congress, to Esther 
Honeywell, widow of Matthias Honeywell, late a pensioner of 


the United States. 

On motion of Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Comm ttee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing the 
heirs of Dr. Samuel Kennedy interest on the five years’ half 
pay ganed to his heirs by an act of Congress passed in the 
year 5 

On motion of Mr. CROCKETT, 

Resslved, That the Commiitee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab ‘ish- 
ing a post route from Dresden, Tennessee, to Boysville, near 
the Kentucky line, in Weakly county, in said State, 

On motion of Mr. BELL, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to Jay be- 
fore this House, with as little delay as possible, copies of all 
orders and instructions issued from the Department to any offi- 
cer of the army, or to any agent of the Government, requiring 
his interference with the Cherokee Indians in the formation of 
a Government for the regulation of their own internal affairs, 
not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, or with any existing treaty; also, copies of all instruc- 
tions to any officer or agent of the Government, prescribing 
any particular form of government for the adoption of said In- 
dians, and interdicting any other form. 

Mr. TURNEY submitted the following, which was adopted: 

Whereas the claims of the Tennessee volunteers for horses 
lost in the service of the United States in Flori:!a, have been on 
file in the office of the Third Auditor of the Treasury for his ad- 
judication and payment for some twenty-two menths past; and 
‘whereas every exertion has been made by the eaid claimants to 
procure the action of said Auditor or said claims, in order that 
that they might obtain their just dues from the Government, but 
without effect; and whereas many of said claimants, with a large 
number of their fellow-citizens of Tennessee, have forwarded to 
the President ofthe United States their petiuions, briefly stating 
the nature and character of their claims, the great delay, or, in 
faci, a total denial of justice by thus refusing to either al- 
Jow or reject said claims, and thereby to enable the claimants, 
in the event of the rejection, to appeal to Congress ior relief, 
and for this palpable dereliction of duty, praying his removal 
from office; and whereas said claimants having exhausted all 
the means in their power to coerce the action of said Auditor 
on said claims without effect; and whereas said claimants are 
petitioning the Congress of the United States for the passage of 
some Jaw providing for the payment of said claims during the 
present session. which is likely to pass by without the final 
action of said Auditor in time for the claimants to apply for 
and obtain relief during the present session; therefore, 

Resolved, That said Auditor forthwith dispose of said claims, 
by either allowing or rejecting them, and that the Secretary of 

ar be instructed to superintend said Auditor, and see that he 
faithfully discharges the duties herein required. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST called up the joint resolntions for ex- 
aminations and surveys in Narragansett bay, Rhode Island, 
with a view to a naval depot, and for a report of the result from 
the Secretary of the Navy, with such views and opinionsas he 
may deem important, which resolutions were laid over from the 
last resolution day, under the rule, and which he now moved to 
have printed and referred to a Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, stating that the gentleman on whose 
objection they were laid over, (Mr. Bearry,) had consented to 
withdraw his mojor tion. i 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to the resolutions being called up 
for debate at this time, but not to the reference, 


Military Affairs be in- 


The resolutions were referred, and ordered to be -printes, ac- 
cording to the motion. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD, &c. 

Mr. RARIDEN, pursuant to notice, asked leave to introduce 
a bill making appropriations for the conunuation of the Cum- 
beriand road through Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. Mr. R. 
said, in asking leave to introduce this bill, he did it in good 
faith, and hoped the vote would be given in the same spirit. 
There could (he said) be no propriety in granting the leave, if 
the same is only to result in. the consumption of time by a 
protracted and exciting discussion, without the design finally of 
granting the appropriation; he therefore hoped the vote for 
leave would indicate the views of the Mouse in regard to the 
appropriation proposed by the bill. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to lay the motion for leave on the 


table. 
Mr. TURNEY (at fifteen minutes hefore five) moved an 
adjourament; which motion, by yeas 39, nays 83, was re- 


jected. A 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then withdrew his motion to lay the 

motion for leave on the table, and objected to leave being 
‘given. 

‘And the motion for leave, givingTise to debate, was, under the 
decision of the Cam, ordered to lie over: when 

Mr. RARIDEN moved a suspension of the rules for the pur- 
pose of considering the motion for leave at this time. 

Several motions for adjournment we:e made and with- 
drawn. 

On the suggestion of Mr. CASEY, 

Mr. RARIDEN appealed from the decision of the Cnam, that 
the mo.ion for Jeave,giving rise to debate, mustlie over,andasked 
the previous question; which was seconded. 

The main question was ordered, being on sustaining the de- 
cision of the CHAIR. 

Pending which, on motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tusspay, March, 24, 1840. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial of sundry proprietors 
and managers of American steam vessels, on the impolicy and 
injustice of certain enactments of the proposed law relating to 
steamboats; which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. * 

Mr. PRESTON presented a memorial of Hiram Powers, 
now a resident of the city of Florence, praging that works of 
art executed by Americans in foreign ceuntries may be im- 
ported free of duty; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a memorial of inhabitants of the town 
of Sippicar, Massachusets, 'prayirg that it may be made a 
port of entry; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the memorial of Benjamin Ho- 
mans and Alfred B. Claxton, of the city of Washington, pray- 
ing that they may be released from the penalty of a certain 
bond; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WHITE presented a memorial and joint resolution of 
the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, asking a further 
appropriation for the construction of a harbor at Michigan city; 
which was referred to the Committee on€Commerce, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of Indiana, praying Congress to make an appropriation for 
the completion of the Cumberland Road; which was Jaid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to 
which the subject was referred, reported a bill authorizing the 
inhabitants of section 10 south, range 1 east, to locate a half sec- 
tion of land for school purposes; which was read, and ordered 
toasecond reading. 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which; 
i 


was referred 
The memorial of John W. Thompson, and 
The memorial of James Morgan, 
made mulerere reports thereon; which were ordered to 
rinte. 
k Mr. H. from the same committee, also reported a e 
relief of Hugh Stewart; which was read, and ordered ta secgnd 


reading. 
REFINED SUGAR DRAWBACK. 

Mr. BENTON asked the indulgence of the Senate ehe 
should correct an error into which he had fallen a few day ago 
in relation to the part which a late Senator of the United States 
had acted in the year 1828, in regard to the drawback on refined 
sugar: he spoke of Governor DICKERSON of New Jersey. He 
had represented that gentleman, when he opened the subject of 
the sugar and rum drawback a few days ago, as having made 
the proposition, aad carried it through, to raise the drawback 
on refined sugars exported, from four cents to five cents a pound. 
On louking over the dehate to which that proposition gave rise, 
which was in the month December, 1828, he (Mr. B.) found that 
it was Gen. Smitx, of Maryland, who made the proposition, 
and that Governor Dickerson was one ef those who opposed it, 
both by speaking against it and voting against it; arguing that 
the aduitional cent would be a bounty on the exportation of the 
article, and an encouragement to fraud, such as had taken place 
inthe rum and snuff drawbacks. Time and events had proved 
these opinions were right; and the bill which he (Vir. B.) had 
brought in to reduce drawbacks was intended, among other 
things, to correct the erroneous legislation in relation to the 
sugar drawback, which commenced in the act of 1828, and was 
so greatly aggravated by the compromise act of 1833. 

Mr. B. said it was with some pride that he looked back to his 
own course at the time this drawback was raised. He was the 
first Benator that spoke against it, and the only speaker against 
it on the first day, when he spoke three times. The next day 
Governor Dickerson and Mr. Tezewell spoke against it; but 
without being able to arrest the bill, which immediately passed, 
and now stands as another monument or the evils of hasty le- 
gislation. Although the whole subject was new to him, yet, 
Mr. B. said, the report of the debate shows that he saw the evils 
of the measure distinctly at that day, and was the first to de- 
nounce them; and that every evil came to pass precisely a3 he 
argued that inwou'd. His argument was that this additional one 
e cent per poundon the exportation of refined sugar, would bea 
bounty upon its exportation, and an addition toits price at home; 
that the manufacturers then had a monopoly of the home-sup- 
ply of refined sugar in consequence of the duty of twelve centa 
per pound on foreign refined sugar; that one cent a pound on 
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such an article as sugar, where the dealer could increase his bu: 
siness so largely, though small in the detail was enormous in the 
aggregate; and must induce the refiners to make enormous ex- 
portatzons, to the injury of the Treasury and of the country;— 
to the Treasury on account of the great sums it would take 
from it—and to the country because they would have to pay an 
additional price equal to the additional drawback. Mr. B. 
quoted the words of his speech: g : 

“Phe effect ofthe bill was to give one cent premium on 
every pound of sugar refined and reported. If the refiners 
could export at present, the additional bounty (for he could 
look upon it in no otherlight) of one cent, would cause im- 
mense shipments, or great and exorbitant profits be exacted.” 
“While cut off from the competition of foreigners by a duty ot 
twelve cents per pound on imported refined sugars, the refiner 
exorbitantly demands a drawback of five cents on the pound. 
Tiis was a bold attempt at monopoly, and would soon operate 
asa direct bounty.” 

These were his objections to the act twelve years ago. He 
was answered by General Smith, that “if the bill passed, the 
whole average amount of the exportations would only be 
$1,007;—“that 100,000 panne might be exported in a year in- 
stead of 34,000.” Mr. Woodbury, the present Secretary of the 
Treasury, concurred with General Smith in his general views, 
and stated the drawback that yearto be about $2,000 (which 
would give about 50,000 pounds for the export, ) and supposed 
that it might rise to the amount supposed by General Smith. 
‘These were the opinions at the time; and now for the results. 
A table received from the Register ofthe Treasury (Major 
Smith) in answer to an application to him, shows that the 
drawback on the export of these refined sugars from 1828, when 
the drawback was raised, til 1833, when the compromise act 
was passed, was: 


In 1828 $2,045 In 1831 63.688 
1829 45,092 1832 42,840 
1870 84,250 


Ruch was the enormous and instant increase! 

This table shows that the objections to ths bill were well 
taken, and have been justified by the event. The drawback 
was raised in December, 1828; the next year the amount paid 
rose from $2,000 to $45,000; the year after to $34,000; and in 
the four years the amount paid for this drawback was about 
$280,000; being upwards of double the amount paid on that 
head from the foundation of the Government up to the year 
1828. The whele amount paid for these drawbacks from 
1789 to 1828 was about $130,000; the fact of more than 
doubling this amount in four years after 1828 proves 
that the additional cent on the drawback was, what it 
had been charged to be, a premium out of the Treasury, 
and a naked bounty upon exportation.” This was thee ffect 
under the act of 1828; and bad enough it was; but then came 
the compromise act to reduce the duty on raw sugar, with bi- 
ennial reductions, until it will go down to less than one cent 
per pound, while the drawback remains at five! The conse- 
quence of this new error is another exceasive augmentation of 
the export of refined sugars, and the drawback payable upon 
them. In 1839, this export had actually arrived at upwards of 
five millions of pounds per annum, drawing above $250,000 
outof the Treasury in a single year! and this still on the in- 
crease; for the great reductions of duty, and the greatest temp- 
tations to export, are yet to come: they come in 1841 and 1842, 
and thereafter until the actof 1833 is amended. 

Mr. B. then showed the annual increase of drawback on re- 
fined sugar, under the compromise act, to be, after it began to 
operae, in 1835; 


For 1835 $42,929 | For 1£38, $145,494 
1836, 83.768 1839, 251,301 
1837, 100,642 ; 


This, he said, was the effect of the act for five years, and the 
five during which its operation was less beneficial to the ex- 
porter than it would be ereafter. Proceeding in the same ra- 
tio of increase, in three or four years more, when the sugar 
duty comes down to 20 per cent. on the value, the fact would 
be that the whole revenue from sugar would be insufficient to 
pay the drawback! At present, the drawback is more than 
twice too much: it is one-fifth too much under the act of 18:8; 
and it is made double too m:.ch by the operation of the com- 
promise act. During the last year alone, the two acts together 
gave the sugar refiners about $150,000 more than they ought to 
have received. After 1842, if these acts are not aliered, these 
refiners will receive about five times as much as they would be 
entitled to under a fair adjustment of the drawback, and, conse- 
quently, would increase their exportations until the whole su- 
gar revenue would be absurbed in the payment of their draw- 
back! He (Mr. B.) in his previous opening speech, had sup- 
posed that th: drawback already absorbed the whole sugar re- 
venue; but that was an error—an error as to time only; for, al- 
ter 1842, the whole of this revenue might actually be absorbed 
in that way. The molasses and salt revenue, he had shown, 
were to be absorbed in the same way, unless prevented by 
timely legistation. 

Mr. B. said it had always been considered a dangerous thing 
to allow a drawback in a case where an article had passed out 
of the hands ofthe collector, or had broken bulk, or had changed 
its form. Both Mr. Tazewell and Mr. Dickerson spoke of this 
danger in 1828, and instanced the famous case of the snuff draw- 
back ın 1798; and Mr. Tazewell showed the sugar drawback to 
be a remnant of the old excise on sugar in 1794, and again during 
the late war. By this excise, the sugar refiners paid 4 cents & 
pound to the Treasuvy on all the sugar refined by them; and if 
they exported any part which had paid this 4 cents, they drew 
it back. At the same tine, to enable them to pay this excise, 
and to make a better source of revenue, Congress gave them a 
monopoly of the home market for refined sugars, by putting a 
prohibitory duty of 12 cents on the pound on imported refined 
sugars. This was the origin of the sugar drawback. The ex- 
cise had long since ceased; but its two children, the monopoly 
and the drawback, survived; and this drawback was increased. 
one-fifth in 1828, and is now doubled under the act of 1833, and 
will soon be quadrupled, if that act is net altered. 

Mr. B. said his only object this morning was to do justice te a 
former member of this body, Mr. Dickerson, whom he had 
placed on the wrong side of a most important question; and to 
shew that that gentleman, and Mr. Tazewell, and he might add 
himself, (for he was the first among them to oppose the increas. 
ed drawback of 1828) were all right in their opposition to that 
measure, and in their predictions of its effects in stimulating ex- - 
portations of refined sugar, and keeping up the price at home, 
and draining large sume unduly from the Treasury. 

The Senate then went into Executive session; 

And afterwards adjourned, 
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. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
: Tuxspay, March 24, 1840. 
Mr. RARIDEN moved a supension of the rules, for the pur- 
pose of continuing the call of the States for resolutions. 
Mr. RAMSEY demanded the yeas and nays, which were sub- 
uently ordered. i . 
r. BANKS moved a cali of the House. i 
Mr. DAVIES demanded the yeas and nays; which were not 


ordered. 5 . . 

The motion fər a call was then decided in the negative. 

The question on suspending the rules was then taken, and de- 
tided in the negative—yeas 47, nays 83. ¢ 

The SPEAKER then announced the business before the 
House tebe the amendment of the gentleman from Louisiana 
[Mr. Garcanp] to the motion to print the report of the commit- 
tee on the New Jersey elections—ihe amendment being to dis- 
charge the committee from the further consideration of certain 
testimony. : 

Mr. BOTTS, who was entitled to the floor, resumed, in con- 
tinuetion, his remarks, where he left off on Saturday morning, 
and continued speaking until the expiration of the morning 
hour, when 

The Senate bills on the Spzaxen’s table were then taken up, 
readtwicte, and committed; after which, 

Qn motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, 

The House went into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, Mr. DAWSON in the Chair—and reeumed the 
consideration of the Treasury note bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, who was entitled to the floor, said he wa 
asanxious to supply the Government with funds as any other 
person, but he objected to the ground assumed as a cause for 


the issue. It was asked only for a temporary purpose—to pay ` 


out in anticipation of receipts from revenues during the year. 
Such had been the excuse for former issues, and such would 
be the pretext forthe future. He touk exception, because he 
believed there was a permanent deficit. He objected to the bill 
in its present form, because he believed it would empower the 
Secretary to issue from ten to sixty millions in the year, if he 
deemed it necessary, instead of five millions. He was understood 
to be opposed to it, also, because he believed it to be connected 
with another system the Sub-Treasury system. He argued 
&t some length, and cited the authority of Crawford, Dallas, 
and others, to show that the issue of Treasury notes, as bills 
of credit, were unconstitutional; and adverted to the Madison 
papers, giving the debates of the convention which formed the 
Constitution, by which he showed that the authority was ex- 
preesly, forbidden to the Government by that convention. If 
any such power at all existed, it was by implication. He wasin 
favor of a loan, because the power in the Constitution was spe- 
cific and express; and opposed . to the issue of these notes, be- 
cauee it was expressly denied, if they be issued in the form of 
a bill oí credit. He was not in favor of a national debt, though 
he did not believe it such a great curse as some gentlemen 
seemed tothink. The debt incurred to carry onthe last war 
had, on the other hand, proved rather a blessing than other- 
wise, when he considered the termination of it. He was confi- 
dent that the creditof the Government wae such thatit could 
borrow any amount necessary, and pay it at itsown option; 
and contended that by thus borrowing from abroad, it woul 
be beneficial to the business operations of the country; 
and, on the other hand, that if the issue of the notes be resorted 
to, it would cripple the business—for the reason that the Gov 
vernment, by its superior credit, could possess itself of the 
means of the banks—wouid absorb all the means by which 
those institutions usually afford facilities to the merchants to 
carry on their operations. He then went into an argument to 
show that these notes were as much a currency as State bonds, 
bank paper, and pest notes, and that they would tend to in- 
crease ali difficulties of which a portion of the country now 
complained—that there was too much paper, and too little spe- 
cie. He believed, with the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, that the issue of notes would help the banks. 
These institutions, in consequence of the doubt hanging over 
the credit of the trading community, would invest the funds in 
these notes, and would take just so much from the 
merchants. If the money be borrowed on loan from 
abroad, it would be keneficial both to the banks and 
to the merchants. The issue of these notes was a 
partof the pian to carry out the gold and silver system— 
a plan that could not be accomplished without it. He belived it 
would increase the power of the Executive over the money 
systom of the country, which was more dangerous than the 
bank money power of which there were so Joud complaints 
and so many apprehensions. He also argued to show that, 
under the operations of the Bank of the United States, the ex- 
changes and currency were in much better condition than under 
any other system. He contended that, under an Independent 
Treasury, or a hard money systém, the Government never 
would have been able to pay off its national debt, or assumed 
the stand it pow occupies among the nations of theearth. Mr. 
T. having coneluded after a long argument, 

„Mr. EVANS obtained the floor, and was abont proceeding in 
his remarks on the bill, but yielded to 

Mr. BLACK, who said this was the day on which it was made 
the special duty of the Select Committee on Printing to make 
arepert; and, with that view, he would move that the commit- 
tes rise to enable him to make that report. 

The question on rising was taken by tellers, {Meesre. HUBBARD 
and WBLLER acting aseuch,] and decided in the negati ve—ayes 
47, noes 78. 

Mr. EVANS resumed. He regretted that the subject of the 
finances of the Government had excited so little attention. 
Bince the subject of the disurdered finances had been under con- 
sideration, the committee had with difficulty kept a quorum. 
fie stated in advance, that if he voted for this bill at all, it would 
be with great Teluctance, and because of the absolute necessity 
of its Paseage to secure the credit of the Government. It had 

been sid by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, that ‘this bill was merely intended as a temporary ar- 
rangement, to meet the irregularities in the receipts and dis- 
bursementse—to anticipate at the present time the receipts ofthe 
present year, which would be adequate to meet within that time 
the wants of _ the Government. He did not look upon iy 
as a mere anticipation uf means coming into the Trea- 
aury during the year, but believed there was a permanent 
deficit in the Treasury; and thought it the duty of the chairman 
of the Ways and Means and the Secretary of the Treasury, soto 
stale to the country, that a proper and permanent remedy might 
be applied. He then examined the fluctuations in the receipts 
‘and expenditures of former years, to show that there was no- 
thing peculiar in the condition of this year, in that respect, 


which rendered jt necessary now,any more than at that time, to 
make an issue of notes to equalize the receipts and disburse- 
ments, except indeed the two millions of Treasury notes which 
fell due on the first quarter of this year. The measure—the issue 
of these notes—stood on a stranger ground than on that of imme- 
diate present necessity. It could not be defended on the ground 
of fluctation in the revenues—on the ground of mere anticipa- 
tion of the receipts. There wasa higher ground—a permanent 
deficiency in the revenues ofthe country. He then went into an 
examination ofthe question of revenues in expectation,and fon- 
tended that, by reduction in the tariff, and other causes, the reve- 
nue of this year would not approach any where near thet of the 
last and previous years. To prove that there wasa permanent 


‘deficit in the Treasury, and that the revenues of the Govern- 
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ment for the last three years have not been sufficient to meet the 
disbursements, he adverted to the fact that the five millions 
which were authorized to be kept in the Treasury, to meet sud- 
den emergencies, (and which, by some ina ivertence, was in- 
creased to upwards of six millions,) the amounts falling due 
from the suspended bonds of the merchants, and the sale of the 
United States Bank bonds, and other sources, amounting to 
twenty-four millions, and not received during that time from the 
revenues, had all been expended, to meet the wants of the Go- 
vernment, within the past three years: thus showing an expen- 
diture of eight millions more in each year, for the last three 
years, than was received trom revenues. From this state of 
things, he believed there was a permanent deficit, and 
that the receipts of this year will not be sufficient to meet the 
expenditures. Another reason which induced him te believe 
that the revenue would not be az great as was anticipated by 
by the Secretary, was the fact, thatthe packets from Liver- 
pool, which usually came in full, are now arriving in New York 
daily, almost empty; and instead of now bringing geods dutia. 
ble, they are carrying away goods, which the merchants had in 
store, and for which there was no sale, and thus receiving 
drawbacks, and causing another demand upon the Treasury 
not anticipated. Mr. E. contended that a loan could be easily 
effected; there was money enough, but no demand; currency 
enough, but there was a stagnation of al] business; every thing 
was falling; manufactures stopping; in fact every thing which 
constituted the business of the country was stagger- 
ing. All these causes combined to cut off the revenues 
of the country. He believed, however, there was a healthy 
action going on, though it was a severe one. ‘The na- 
tion was now exporting large'y; but allthis went to pay the 
debts abroad, which was certainly very desirable; but the ves- 
sels carrying out did not bring any thing back to contribute to- 
wards the receipts from revenues. Mr. E was confident that 
there was a permanent deficit in the Treasury, and thought the 
Secretary of the Treasury should have made a faithful exposi- 
tion of the condition of the finances, instead of concealing and 
covering it up. He was of the opinion thatthe Secretary had 
underrated, in his estimates, the probable expenditures of the 
Government for the year; and cited many objects which he 
deemed absolutely necessary, and which he thought might pass 
this session, not included in those estimates. 
Mr. E. without concluding, yielded the floor to 
Mr. UNDERWOOD, who moved that the committee rise; 
Which question was taken by tellers, (Messrs Jones of Vir- 
ginia, and Davis, acting as such,) who reported that there were 
ayes 60, noes 90. So the committee refused to rise." 


Mr. EVANS resumed, and said he was not speaking to delay 
the passage of the bill, or worry the patience of the House. He 
then went on to show the depressed condition of the business of 
the country; and said that he had just been informed that a let- 
ter had been received from New York, which gives the amount 
of duties paid on cargoes of four ships, compared with that of 
last year in same vessels, showing that the dutics on the said 
cargoes are but one-seventh asgreat as last year. 

It he believed with the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, that the mcasure was only a temporary one, that 
the relief here sought was only to anticipate the means that 
were to come into the Treasury within the year, he would not 
hesitate to give it his support: believing, as he did, that this de- 
ficiency was permanent, and that it would increase; and being 
desirous to aee sume permanent provision made, he should much 

refer some other measure. The honorable chairman telis the 

ouge. that there was necessity for immediate relief; that we 
have not time to turn about and seek other modes of relief; and 
he agreed with him. He was constrained to say that he believed 
this measure stands between Government and actual bank- 
ruptcy: nay, he believed that there were at that moment protested 
drafts now in the Treasury. Under these circumstances, much 
as he would have preferred some ether mode of relief, he should 
be reluctantly compelled to give it his vote. 


Mr. THOMPSON of South Caroljna followed in opposition to 
the hill, contending that it was a violationof the Constitution of 
the Government to issue Treasury notes. He was understood 
to be in favor ofadirectloan. He reviewed the policy of the 
past and present Administrations in relation to the currency, 
and attributed all the present embarrassments of the business 
ofthe country to that cause. He censured the course of the 
Government in relation to the Florida war, and was in favor of 
sending a much larger force there, which he believed was the 
only means by which that war could be successfully termina- 
ted. He also examined some of the provisions of the Sub-Trea- 
aury bill, and denounced that measure as one fraught with 
many evils—as being very injurious to the best interests of the 
country. Mr.T. before concluding, yielded the floor to 

Mr. MONROE, who moved that the committee rise; and, 

Tellers having been called foron that motion, Messrs. Ram- 
say and Hugsarp were appointed as such, who reported 
that there were—ayes 60, noes 93. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. THOMPSON then reeumed, and concluded,his remarks 
n opposition to the principles of the bill. 

Mr. NISBET then obtained the floor, and addressed the 
House at some length in favor ofthe bill. He considered the 
issue of Treasury notes, as provided for in the bill, to be in ef- 
fect the borrowing of money, and therefore constitutional. But 
to take away even the semblance of bills of credit, he con- 
cluded by offering an amendment, as follows: oo 

“Provided, that the notes proposed to be issued in virtue of 
this actshall bear interest of not less than two, nar more than 
six, per cent. at the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with the advice of the President.” 

Mr. BIDDLE then obtained the floor, but gave way to 

Mr. HABERSHAM, who offered an amendment, to come in 
the second section, as follows: k 

“Which said notes shall be negotiable by endorsement only, 


j 


and subject to the same rulesand restrictions as inland bills of 
exchange, but without liability of endorsers.’” 

Mr. BIDDLE eaid his position as a dissenting member of the 
Committee of Ways and Means rendered it almost absolutely 
necessary to say eomething on this bill. He did not believe 
there was sufficient time now to discuss any of the topics 
in the measure, as fully as he could have wished, and as he 
would have done if he had obtained the floor at an earlier 
day. The President says he wants the money. He would 
much rather, at the end of the year, find himself the dupe of 
the President than peril the credit of the Government by in- 
terposing opposition to the passage of the bill. He then com- 
mented at length on the annual message of the President, with 
a view to show that the possible contingencies which he said 
might render it necessary to issue Treasury notes, had not oc- 
curred. He examined the bill in all its coustitutional bear- 
ings, and referred to the proceedings of the convention which 
formed the Constitution, and to the opinions of ex-President 
Jackson and others, in support of his argument that the issue 
of Treasury notes could only be defended as an act of extreme 
emergency, on account of its dangeraus tendencies, He was 
understood to be in favor of a direct lvan, which, he said, 
could be easily effected, as there was a vast deal of capital 
lying idle in the city of New York, in consequence of the loss of 
confidence in the community, and which was seeking for safe 
investments. . 

‘The question was then taken on Mr. Nısser’s amendment, 
and decided in the negative. : 

Mr. HABERSHAM then addressed the House in support of 
his amendment. He said he was induced to offer it, because it 
had been stated by the chairman that these notes were notin- 
tended to be circulated as money. If it was not so intended, 
there could be certainly no objection tothe amendment. But 
if this amendment was not admitted, and the notes were in- 
tendedto circulate, his colleague [Mr. Nispet,] must agree 
with him that the bill was unconstitutional. He believed these 
notes were bills of credit within the meaning of the Constitution, 
and they would circulate as nfoney without the restriction in 
his amendment. During the late war, similar notes circulated 
as money, aud depreciated about twenty-five per cent. like the 
continental money, notwithstanding they bure interest. The 
notes, as proposed to be issued, will circulate as money, and 
as such came within the description denominated bills of credit, 
He cited decisions of the United States courts in several in- 
stances to sustain his opinion. Ilis object was to take away the 
power tocirculate these notes as money, and give them the 
character of prommissory notes or bilie of exchange: Mr. H. 
addressed the House at some length in support of his amend- 
ment. After which, ; 

Mr. WARREN spoke at.considerable length, and with much 
earrestness, in opposition to the bill, opposing it both on the 
grounds of expediency and constitutionality, and, in the course 
of his remarks, commenting on the Sub Treasury bill, the 
Bank of the United States, the deposite banks, etc. 

Mr. BAKNARD then rose, and after some remarks on the 
course the debate had taken, asked the House to indulge him, 
by Postponing the further consideration of the subject till to- 
morrow. He wished to address the House in favor of his 
amendment, but was physically unable to proceed this evening. 
[Cries of question, question, were heard.) Mr. B. said that 
gentlemen could not put him down by cries of question, ques- 
tion, and he now gave them notice, if interruptions of this kind. 
were persisted in, he would continue on the fivor so long as he 
was able to stand. Mr. B. then moved that the committee 


rise, 


Tellers were called for, and Messrs. DromGooLE and WELLER 
were chosen, when (he question was taken, aud the tellers re- 
ported ayes 53, noes 90. ; 

Mr. BARNARD, after a few remarks, again moved that the 
committee rise. 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. HOLLEMAN and JAMES 
were chosen; who, on counting the votes passing between them 
reported ayes 1, noes 85, the Whig members generally, eub 
silentio, refusing to vote. . 

A quorum not having voted in consequence, 4 i 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said that he was under an impression 
that there wasa quorum present; and he would therefore in- 
quire if it was in order to have a count of the members who 
were within the bar. He maintained that the committee could 
sit and wait for the arrival of a quorum, if one was not pre- 
sent; but he wished the fact to he ascertained by an actual 
count, 

The CHAIR [Mr. Dawson] said, that as a quorum had not 
voted, the committee must rise, and report that fact to the 
House. The yeas and nays could not be taken in committee, 
and there was no way of ascertaining whether a quorum was 
present, but by an actual count. 

Mr. CRARY said the fact would be ascertained on the very 
next question, and that was on a motion for the committee to rise 
and report the want of a quorum. 

Mr. HOFFMAN contended that in conformity with the prac- 
tice of the House and with parliamentary usage, no motion is 
necessary, but that the committee must of necessity rise and rọ- 
port the fact to the House when there is not a quorum voting. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said the question resolved itself into this: 
whether the fact of a quorum’s not voting was conclusive evi- 
dence that a quorum was not present. 

Mr. MONROE would like to know how the gentleman could 
arrive at the fact that there was a quorum present but by the 
votes taken. . 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. It can be ascertained by an actual 
count of the members present. 

The CHAIR was of opinion that in the event of a quorum not 
voting, the committee must rise and report the fact to the House. 
This was in conformity with the former practice of the Houee. 

Mr. BAN KS observed that the rule, as laid down by the Ma- 
nual, (which was adopted as the rules of the Houee,) to direct 
the rising of the Committee of the Whole, was, that the question 
should be put on a motion that the committee rise. Now, he 
presumed that the chairman could nat put the question on his 
own motion, but that the question must te put on the motion of 
a member. He was willing to admit that a practice had p e- 
vailed here in direct opposition to this rule; but the ed 
Speaker informed him that he was correct in this view 2 kae 
subject, and that he had only given contrary eeren r that 
formity with the practice of the House. Tt was si Sauru 
there was a querum present, though there was no 
voting. w > Š 

Mr HOLLE WAN observed thatit was 1mpossible to ean 
eile their minds to the fact that there was no a ora peA lemer 
when they looked roynd, and saw the n 


286 


within the bar. Weall know, said he, how thisstate of things 
hae arisen. Gentlemen have refused to vote, and thusthere 
to be no quorum. 

r. WELLER remarked that it must be well known to every 
man in the House, that there was a quorum present; that so 
goon as the chairman commenced the count, the Whig mem- 
pers generally left their seats, and withdrew from the bar, in 
order that a quorum might not be found, and the House com- 

lled to adjourn, and thus postpone the passage of the bill. 
ho chairman could not of course count those who had with- 
drawn from the bar, but he desired that the country should 


knew the trick resorted to by Whig gentlemen here to prevent ` 


the a peraanos of a quorum. 
e committee then (under the decision of the CHAIR) rose, 
and reported the fact tothe House, that there was not a quorum 


young. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND moved an adjournment; and 

Mr. SMITH of Maine called for the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered, and, on taking the question, re- 
sulted in—yeas 31, nays 95. 

The House refusing to adjourn, and a quorum voting, 

Tne SPEAKER informed the House that a quorum was 
present; and the House again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the whole, Mr. Dawson of Georgia in the chair. 

Mr, BARNARD again moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. CLIFFORD inquired whether the motion was in order, 
thero having been no business transacted in the commitiee 
since the last motion for it to rise. 

The CHAIR decided that the motion was in order, and the 

westion was take and decided in the negative—ayes ll, noes 
2. the Whig members, generally, refusing to vote. 

A quorum not having voted— 

Mc. KEIM asked for an actual count of the committee. This 
was, he thought, complete children’s play. There was mani- 
featly a quorum present. 

Mr. PROFFIT eaid, then, if there is children’s play, there can 
be a tittle man’s play too. 


The CHAIR having decided that it was his duty to rise and | 


report the fact that there was no quorum, without the authority 
of the committee. 

Mr. PETRIKIN raised the point of order that he had a right 
to demand a count of the members present, and it was the duty 
of the Cuam to make the count; and on the decision of the 
Car ag inst him, appealed from the decision. 

Mr. CURTIS ubserved that, as there was no quorum, an ap- 
peal could not bein order. 

Mr. HOLMES said that waa begging the question. What 
was the question before the House? Whethei or not there was 


& quorum prezent; and the gentleman from New York said that | 


that question could not be taken, because there was no quorum. 
That was the very petitio principii of the whole question. 

Mr. CURTIS explained. 

Mr. HOLME said he allowed the gentleman to explain, and 
his explanation amounted to the same thing that he had before 
advanced. Are we, said Mr. H. by this kind of ruse de guerre 
to be deprived of our tights, by gentlemen's refusing to pass bo- 
tween the tellers? What was the decision of the CHAIR? It was, 
that he was obliged to rise and report the fact to the House, that 
a quorum had not voted; an appeal was taken, and the ques- 
tion was, whether the decision of ihe Cuam shall stand. On 
this the gentleman from New York said the appeal was not in 
order, because there was no quorum. For the House to sus- 
tain this posi 
them to the ridicule of the whole country, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL read the 15Uth rule as applicable to the 


uestion. 

1 Mr. ANDREWS rose to a point of order, and inquired 
whother the question was debatable? : 

The CHAIR said that an appeal was debatable. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL thought it very important that this 
question should be settled. The idea was nut to be tolerated 
that the Committee of the Whole was as powerless as 

entlemen seemed to think. When we see, said Mr. V. a majo- 
rity sitting round ue, canit be pretended that the Carr has not 
aright to ascertain that majority by acount? No gentleman 
could rise in his place and say that there wasnota quorum prė- 
sent, when only a moment or twoage it was clearly ascertained 
„that there was one? There were at least one hundred and sixty 
members on the floor when the last vote was taken. Mr. V. then 
read the 150th rule of the House. 

Tho CHAIR then said that he was called upen by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania to ascertain, by an actual count of the 
members within the bar, whether there was a quorum present. 
He had ascertained that, under a former decesion of the House, 
he had the power tn count; but he would observe, that when 
he should do so, and announce the result, it was very question- 
able whether the members could be compelled to vote. The 
CHAIR would then proceed to ascertain, by count, if there was 
a quorum within the bar. 

r, RICE GARLAND. Then wecan get outside of the bar; 
aod Mr. GarLanDd walked out, followed by Messrs. BARNARD, 
FiuL{ore, Smiru of Connecticut, and Prorrir; and the Whigs 
generally on the left of the SPEAKER retreated to the outside of 
the bar—several voices crying, “run boys, run!” 

The CHAIR having counted, announced that there were 107 
members within the bar. 

Mr. WELLER. A number of gentlemen have left the bar, to 
avoid being counted. I wish that fact to be understood through- 
out the country. {These were Whigs. } 

The CHAIRMAN then descended from the chair, and an- 
nounced to the House that there was not a quorum present. 

Mr. CRAIG moved a call of the House. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that the House adjourn; on which 


motion, 

Mr WELLER called for the yeas and nays; and the call 
having been seconded, the question was taken, and resulted— 
yeas 25, nays 98. 

Previous to the result being announced from the Cuam, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL announced the fact that the member 
from Massachusetts, Mr. Apams, who was in his seat, had re- 
fused to vote, and moved that he be called on to vote. 

The CHAIR said thatthe motion was not now in order, the 
House having, on a former occasion, decided that a motion of 
this kind could notbe made pending the takingof a vote, and 
the annunciation of the result. : 

The SPEAKER said that a quorum being present, the House 
wouldagain resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
jhe Treasury note bill. . , f 

‘The Honse having accordingly resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole, 


ee would be such an absurdity as to subject 
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Mr. BARNARD, without proceeding in his remarks, again 
moved that the committee rise. 

Tellers were called fur, and Messrs. Graves and JAMESON 
were appointe 1; who, on countiag the voters passing between 
them, reported ayes 26, noes 67. 

(The Whigs, sud silentio, refused to vote.} 


A quorum not voting, the committee rose and reported the 


fact to the House. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House, 

Mr. BARNARD moved an adjournment. 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays on the motion to 
adjourn, which having been ordered, the question was taken, 
and resulted—yeas 27, nays 90. 

On this question many Whigs, and Mr. BARNARD, who 


. moved the adjournment, did not vote. 


The House having refused to adjourn, and it being ascertain- 
ed by the vote just taken that there was a quorum present, 

The House again reso! ved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
and took up the Treasury note bill, Mr. Dawson of Georgia in 
the chair. 

And again finding itself without a quorum, reported the fact 
to the House; when 

Mr. DUNCAN moved a call of the House. 

And the yeas and nays having been ordered, the question was 
taken, and resulted—yeas 91, nays 21. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania moved that the House ad- 


ourn. 

P Mr WELLER calied for the yeas and nays, which were er. 
ered. 

Mr. COOPER then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. PROFFIT renewed it. 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DAWSON hoped the call of the House weuld not be pro. 
ceeded in. He thought no good could arise from continuing this 
state of things. It was now one o'clock, and the members were 
all perfectly exhausted and required rest. 

r. COOPER of Ga. expressed ths hope that the House 
would adjourn; he was in the habit of rising at five o'clock in 
the morning and would agree to meet the House at that hour, 
but he now required some sleep. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Prorrirr’s motion to 
adjourn, and decided in the negative—yeas 23, nays 92. 

Mr. PETRIKEN here asked if it was in order to callon gen- 
tlemen to vote who were in tbeir seats and declined voting. He 
announced the fact that the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. 
SLADE) was in his seat when his name was called, and that he 
declined voting. 

The SPEAKER replied that, under a former decision of the 
House, a gentleman could not be called on to vote while the 
vote was being taken, and betore the announcement of the re- 
sult. After the result was anndunced, it was too late to call on 


him. ° 

Mr. PETRIKIN appealed from the decision of the CHAM, 
but withdrew his appeal, at the request of his friends. 

The call of the House was then proceeded with; when it was 
ascertained that 135 gentlemen answered to their names. 

Mr. CASEY observed that it was now one o'clock, and that 
t was obvious that the Honse tottld not force the attendance of 
ite members, so as to act onthe bill to-night; and it did seem to 
him that the business of the country would be better proceeded 
with by adjourning, and commencing apain with the business 
to-morrow, after being refreshed by rest. Mr. C. then moved 
that all further proceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

Mr, DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. McKAY proposëd a compromise to gentlemen. He 
would move that, by general understanding, the committee be 
discharged from all further consideration, and that until six 
o'clock to-morrow be allowed for discussion in the House. 

Mr. ANDREWS and Mr. PROFFIT objected, and the ques- 
tion on the motion was not put. 

Mr. CASEY withdrew his motion, and, during great disorder 
and confusion, the call of the absent members was proceeded 
with; after which, 

The SPEAKER announced that 146 members had answered 
to their names, and then directed the doors to be closed. 

Mr. DAWSON observed that it must be evident to the House 
that nothing could be accomplished by proceeding with the call 
ofthe House. By the operation, said he, we are going through 
with now, it will take till daylight to get the absent members 
here, and receive their excuses. Those who were to be broug!:t - 
in by the Sergeant-at-Arms would not be brought in till day- 
light, and, he said, we are to be compelled to sit here till they 
come. Mr. D. thought the whole proceeding was wrong, and 
would be glad of some way of getting ridof it. 

Mr. BEATTY weuld ask the gentleman whose fault it was 
that they were kept here all the night. It was the fault of the 
Opposition members who so often refused to vote in order to 
prevent a quorum. ` 

The absentees were agrin called over, when Mr. ANDERSON 
of Kentucky was excused on account of indisposition. 

Mr. FILLMORE here said, that he understood that his col- 
league [Mr. BARNARD} was willing that the bill should be re- 
ported to the House provided there was an understanding that 
the previous question should not becailed. Mr. F. then moved 
to suspend further proceedings under the call. 


Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; when 

Mr. FILLMORE withdrew his motion. 

Mr. HOLMES asked leave to make an appeal to the House— 

[Great noise and confusion.} 

Mr. MONROE objected. He was refused the privilege of 
making an explanation himself. 

Mr. HILLEN moved that Mr. CARROLL be excused on account 
of indisposition. 

Messrs. PROFFIT and ANDREWS called for the yeas and 
nays, but they were not ordered, and 

ir. CARROLL was excused without a division. 

Mr. HOLMES again rose and attempted to address the House 
—but objections being made by several, he satdown. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBAR®, 

Mr. Cuapman was excused on account of indisposition. 

On several motions, Messrs. CoLauitt of Georgia, CRANSTON 
of Rhode Island, ELY of Pennsylvania, and EVERETT and GRAN- 
GER, Were excused. 

Mr. GRAVES moved to excuse Mr. Tompson of South 
Carolina; but the House refused to excuse him. | . 

Mr. STANLY offered the following resolution, which was 
read for information, as follows: . 

Whereas the calls of the House heretofore have cost the Go- 
vernment seveyg} hundreds of dollars, by excusing those gen- 
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tlemen who were summoned by the Sergeant-at-Arms: There- 


ore 
Resolved, That those members who shall be summoned 

to attend by the Sergeant-at-arms, shall pay the fees due said 

officer. 

The resolution not being in order but by general consent, 

and Mr. DAWSON and others objecting, no question was put 

cn it. 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved to suspend further proceedings under 

the ca!l; and the question was taken by tellers, | Messrs. Cross 

and WELLER,] who reported ayes 23, noes 79. 3 

A member here moved that the absentees be sent for; which 

was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWSON appealed to the House to reconsider that vote. 

It was now near daylight. 

The CHAIR said that the motion must come from some 

gentleman who voted with the majority. Ţ 

Mr. STANLY again offered his resolution; but 

Mr. DAWSON objected, and the question was not put on 

the motion. 

Mr. SLADE moved that the House adjourn. k 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays; which were 

ordered, and the question was taken and decided in the nega- 

tive—yeas 25. nays 98. , 

Mr. GRAVES moved that all further proceedings under the 

call be dispensed with. : 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he would agree to dispense with 

further proceedings under the call, provided there was a 

quorum present who would agreed to remain here and do the 

business of the country. 

Mr. STANLY called forthe yeas and nays on Mr. Graves’s 

motion, which being ordered, resulted—yeas 27, naya 91. 

Mr. ADAMS being one of those present, and not voting, 

Mr. DAWSON moved that Mr. Apams be compelled to 

vote. 

No question being put on this motion, _ 

Mr. TAYLOR of Ohio offered a resolution that Joan Quincy 

ADAMS, a member of this House, and now in his seat, for re- 

fusing to vote, when called on, on the several questions put 

this evening, and particularly the last, be now required to an- 

swer to his name. 


The SPEAKER said that under a former decision of the 
House, the resolution was not in order. 

Mr. JAMES moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays; which, having 
been ordered, resulted in yeas 27, nays 88. 

Mr. CRARY here offered a resolution similar to that of Mr. 
TAYLOR of Ohio, requiring Mr. Apams to vote—but 

The SPEAKER ruled it to be out of order. 

Mr. CURTIS moved that when the House adjourn, it adjourn 
to meet at twelve o’clock noon; which motion was decided in 
the negative without a division. 


Mr. BEATTY said he would like to know of the Cuai at 
What time it would be in order to enforce the rules of the House 
requiring members present to vote. 

he SPEAKER said that, by a former decision of the House 
a motion to require a member to vote could not be received 
while the vote was being taken, and before the announcement 
of the result tothe House After the result was announced the 
question was decided, and it was too late then to require a mem- 
ber to vote. 
Mr. LEWIS. The House would now see the predicament in 
which it was placed by reversing a just decision of the SPEAKER 
some days since. 
Mr. PROFFIT moved that the House adjourn. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired if a motion to adjourn was in 
order while the process of compelling the attendance of absent 
members was going on. He could not consent to adjourn while 
the doors were closed. 
Mr. PROFFIT. Then go out of the window. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE. I do not choose to go out in that way. 
The SPEAKER decided that the motion to adjourn was in 


order. 

Mr. CRARY appealed from the decision of the Cnam, when 

Mr. PROFFIT withdrew his motion to adjourn. 

Afiera short interval, 

Mr. PROFFIT again moved an adjournment; and 

i Mr WELLER called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
ered. 

Mr. CASEY appealed to the gentleman to withdraw the mo- 

tion. The Sergeant-at-Arms, heunderstood, was in attendance 

with several absent members. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the negative— 

yeas 16. nays 80. 
_ The SPEAKER announeed that the Sergeant-at Arms was 
in attendance, and had presented a list of gentlemen who were 
in his Cus:ody, and now present in the House, viz: Messrs. 
Corwin, Hook, Morris, Davis of Indiana, J. Johnson, J. Camp- 
bell, McClelian, C. Morris, Saltonstall, Buter, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Cushing, Randolph, Montgomery, Hill of North Ca- 
rolina, Fisher, Hastings. Allen of Ohio, Charles Johnston, 
Warren, Kempshall, Giddings, and Gentry. 

The SPEAKER also read the list of those gentlemen who 
could not be found by the officer of the House, and of those who 
had been summoned and refused to attend. 

Mr. Corwin-of Ohio being the first on the list, was then 
called un, and addressed by the Spgaxsr as follows. i 

“Mr. Corwin, you have been absent from the House without 
leave of the House, and contrary to its laws: if you have any 
excuse to offer for your absence, the House will now bear f.’? 
Mr. CORWIN said he could assign to the House ina very 
few words the reasons why he was not in his place during last 
night. He left the House a little before 10 o’clock, while Mr. 
Hasersuam was speaking on the authority of a gentleman who 
he thought had a good right to speak asto the views and inten- 
tions ofthe Administration party. He alluded to the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Vanpgrport.| He inquiredof him 
what were the intentions of tbe majority with regard to the 
Treasury Note bill, and whether they expected to pass it that 
night. He told the gentleman that he did net like the business 
the House was engaged in, and did not intend to have any thing 
to do with it.On this, he was in formed by the gentleman, whore 
authority he could not question, that the bill was to come out 
of committee presently, and that itwas tobe acted on to-day. 
He hadno idea, Mr C. said, that hie presence was wanted, and 
as the gentleman had told him that he did not want his vote, 
he concluded that he would go home and go to bed. He as. 
sured the House that, in absenting himself, he intended to 
a ha contempt, or evinces any want of respect for its 

uthority. ; 
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Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia. He could say with the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Corwin,] that he had been for more than 
ten years a@ member of thia House, but he could not say with 

firsttime he had ever been arraigned 
seat, for he had on several occasions not 
only been arraigned, but fined; and he could say to the House 
that there was no debt that he Paid with more cheerfulness. He 
was in the House attending to his duties, from ten o'clock in 
the morning until ten o’clock at night, and he felt that his health, 
as weil as his morale; required that he should be in bed ata 
seasonable hour. He threw himselfon the mercy ofthe House. 
(Laughter. } Discharged upon the yment of he fees. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina Had no disposition to 
commit a breachof the rules of the House, He remained in 
his seat until ten o'clock at night, and then returned to his 
lodging. Discharged on the payment of fees, 

r. McCLELLAN remained ip, the House till ten o’clock at 
night, and his health requiring him to take rest, paired off with 
one of his colleagues. This was the first time he had ever 
been arraigned for absence from the House, and he was per- 
fectly willing to abide by ita decision. Discharged on the pay- 


. HOFFMAN moved that Mr. Corwin be discharged 
fanny pole of the Sergeant-at-Arms, without paying the 
foes. . 

i i taken by tellers, Messrs. Howarn of Indi- 
aaa ae Jonon mas ta Kentucky, and decided inthe negative— 
BSE then said that the next question would be 
on permitting Mr. Corwin to take his seat with payment of 
the fees. 


Mr. BARNARD rose to a point of order; which was, whether 
mtould enforce a fine. 
Tn eR RGEE said that any number, not less than fifteen, 
could compel the attendance of abeent members. 

Mr. BARNARD. Ifa minority of the House can enforce a 
fine, they can expel a member. Mr. B. was proceeding to ad- 
dress the House on the question raised by him, when 

Mr. WELLER called him to order, and asked whether he 
could debate the auenion aiter the Cnam had decided it, with- 

ing an appeal. 
e BARNA D. I will gratify the very courteous gentle- 
man from Onio, (Mr. WELLER,} and appeai from the decision 


of the CHAIR. g g ment of fees. 
Mr. PETRIKIN. I demand the previous question on the Mr. CALVARY MORRIS had been absent in consequence of 
appeal extreme indisposition, was still suffering with a severe pain in 


Mr. BARNARD. t desire the very orderly gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. PETRIKIN] to wait till he gets the floor, and 
then he may move the previous question. i 

Mr. PETRIKIN. I ’t want any of the insolence of the 
gentleman from New York. 

The SPEAKER called Mr. PerRIKIN to order. . 

Mr. PETRIKIN said he acknowledged the impropriety of the 
language he used, but he was betrayed into it by the very inao- 
Jont and overbearing manner of the gentleman from New 
York. 

Mr. BARNARD called Mr. Pernrxu to order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN. Then I cali the gentleman from New 
York to order, for words spoken of me Personally disre- 
e ful. 

Pir. BARNARD was proceeding to debate the appeal, when 
Mr. DUNCAN called on him to reduce his appeal tn writing. 
Mr. BARNARD aaid that he would not reduce his appeal to 

writing on the demand of the gentleman from Ohio; and conti- 
nuet his remarks in support of the appeal for a short time; 


when 

The SPEAKER required him to reduce it to writing. 

Mr. BARNARD then withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. CORWIN desired to make an additional explanation. 
While he had had the henor to hold a seat on that floor during 
nine years, no action of this kind whatever had taken place. He 

no desire to object to the House coming tu any decision, in 
his own case, that might answer the Purposes fer which these 
proceedings were instituted; but he desired that if any action 
was to be had that was to set an example foral! times hereafter, 
that would supersede the neceasity of enforcing the attendance 
of members, a quorum sheuld be present to decide what that 
action should be. He would observe that he had been here for 
nine years, and had never befure been the subject of censure for 
absence from his duties till this time. He saw many gentlemen 


his side. Excused without payment of the fees. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL maid he would undertake to aay, 
that since he had been here, no member had been more 
Constant in his attention to his duties than he was. He 
remained here last evening till after ten o’clock, and after 
the motion made by his friend from New York, that the com- 
mittee rise had failed. He confessed, without intending any 
disrespect to the House that he was astonished at the vote 
taken on that motion, and that, inall probability, the gentleman 
would not be allowed an opportunity of addressing the House. 
Under these circumstances, he apprehended that there would 
be scenes in the House that it would not be honorable for 
him to witness and to take part in. It being also necessary 
for the preservation of his health that he shouid avoid irregu- 
larities,, he therefore retired to his lodgings. Discharged 
upon the paymentof fees. 

Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky had sat in the House for ten 
hours, and was tired, hungry, and sleepy. He believed it would 
be a night of speech making, and not of business, and, as he 
had generally been an attentive listener to Speeches, he con- 
cluded he had done his share of that part of legislative duty, 
and therefore he, at ten o’clock, paired off with a friend. Dis- 
charged upon the payment of fees, 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee left the House at ten o’clock, 
and, in accordance with the custom of all orderly men, went to 
bed. He had no favors to ask of the House, and particularly in 
the condition if which he found some of its members. Dis- 
charged upon paymentof the fees. 

Mr. CUSHING had no excuse to give, but out of respect to 
the intimation of the Cuar, he would state the circumstances 
attending his absence. In conformjty with the usage of eve 
member of the House, and expecting to be sent for should his 
Kalo be wanted, he went home and went to bed. He wished, 

owever, 


} ; to say one word with regard to the motion that would 
around him who seemed disposed to make a jest of the whole probably be made in his case {to ischarge him upon payment 
affair—ho saw others in their chairs, and he could see but little of the hee} He denied that he was in the custo y of the 


more criminality in being 
asleep here within the bar. 
absence, and then g 

The question on discha him, upon the payment of the 
fess, was taken and carried, during much disorder and confu- 
sion 


asleep at home in bed, and being 


} l, Sergeant-at-Arms, or that he ever was. He came to the House 
Mr. C. again restated his cause of 


Voluntarily, on the information of one of the pages that 
he was wanted. If the House, upon the false assump- 
tion that he was in custody, chose to impose a pe- 
nalty upon him, he wished the fact to be known. Gen- 
tlemen who were absent from the city were not gent for and 
would not be fined, while those who were here and ready to at- 
tend to their duties when summored, were, it seems, to be fined. 
This was strangely inconsistent, and he desired to know whe- 
ther the House was prepared to carry out this principle. Ifhe 
had been contumacious, and refused to come when sent for, 
the House might punish him for it; but as it was—that he had 
come immediately on being sent for, and as he was not in the 
custody of the officer of the House, ke ought not to be fined. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL argued that his colleague was in the 
custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms—that his being sent fer by a 
messenger, instead of being brought bodily by the Sergeani-at- 
Arms himself, did not vary the case, and was only a more re- 
spectful mode of treating the gentleman. 

Mr. Cusuine was 
fees. 

Mr. GENTRY said he left the House at 12o’clock at night, 
Perceiving that there was a very strong Meposition in one par- 
ty to debate the question in Committee of the Whole, and a 
strong disposition in the other party to sit out the debate. He 
had no wish te participate in the debate, nor did he desire 
to listen to the speeches that should be made. Having been for 
the most part of his lifea man of regular habits, he went home 
and went to bed. Most unfortunately for him, however, this 
House, by ite messenger, intruded itself into his bed room this 
morning, and disturbed him out of his sweet sleep, in conse- 
quence of which he looked upon himself as the injured party, 
and therefore an apology was due to him, instead of trom 
him. Inasmuch, however, as it would be inconvenient 
for every gentleman of the House to call on him and 
apologize, he would take it for granted that it was 
done, and he wonld agree with the House that they 
should mutually excuse each other. This was the head and 
front of his offending, and the length and breadth of his speech. 
Discharged upon the payment of fees. 

The SPEAKER here said that the list of those in custody 
‘Was new gone through with, and that the Sergeant at-Arms re- 
Ported that there were three gentlemen whose rooms, being 
locked, he could not getin. These were Mr. Paynrar, Mr. 
Bexx, and Mr. Catuoun. ` There were, the Sergeant-at-Arms 
also reported, five gentlemen who had not answered the sum- 
mons of the House. These were Mr. Hitt of Virginia, Mr. 
WittraMs of North Carolina, Mr. Mason of Ohio, Mr. CLARK 
of New York, and Mr. Burterof South Ca‘olina. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, it was ordered that the absen- 
tees be sent for. f ‘ 

Mr. STANLY then offered the following resolution: 

Whereas the calls of the House hereto! fore have eost the Go. 
vernment several hundred dollars by excusing those gentlemen 
who were sum:nored by the Sergeant-at-Arms: 

Therefore resolved, That those members who shall he sum- 
moned to attend by the Sergeant-at-Arms shall pay the fees due 
said officer. 

This resolution being objected to, 
aane CHAIR ruled that it was out of order to introduce it at 
that time. 


The other gentlemen on the list were severally called, and the 
eame interrogatory as that put to Mr. Corwin by the SPEAKER 
having been put to them in their order, they excused them- 
selves as fol ows: 7 

Mr. RANDOLPH had paired off witha gentleman, and was 
hot aware that the House wasin session till sent for. Dis- 
charged on the payment of the fees. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Lefi the House in} consequence of 
indisposition; was too unwell to sit up. Excused without pay- 
ment of fees. 

Mr HILLof North Carolina. Pleaded indisposition. Was 
in the House till nearly 1t o'clock, and, being unwell, retired to 
his room. Excused without paymentof fees. 

Mr. FISHER, when called upon, asked at what time it was 
that he was absent. On being answered at 2 o’clock in the 
morning, he said: I waa absent from the Honse, then, when it 
was full ten hours after the usual time of adjournment. If I 
had been absent during the usual hours of doing business, J 
would have felt that I had committed a Gross dereliction of 
duty; but having been absent ten hours afier the usual hour of 
adjournment, and that, too, after having attended inthe House 
for twelve hours, he had no other reason to give for his absence 

he was away. Discharged on the payment of the 
fees 


Mr. ALLEN of Ohio was calied, when 

Messrs. DUNCAN and HOFFMAN reminded the Chair that 
Mr. Aten had already been excused on account of indisposi- 
tion, both of himself and family: discharged without payment 
of fees. 

Mr. JOHNSON of New York had paired off with Mr. STRONG 
of New York onthe 13th instant, and could nor consistently 
with propriety, vote till that gentleman’s return. Fle would not 
attempt to justify the practice of pairing off, ard would, there- 
fore, submit his case to the judgment of the House: discharged 
without the payment of fees 

Mr. WARREN excused himself by saying, that seeing the 
determination of the Majority to pass the bill that evening, and 
the determination of- the minority to resist, and believing the 
contest would not be a very creditable one to the Congress of 
the United States, he determined to take no part in it: dis- 
charged upon the payment of fees. 

Mr. KEMPSHALL sat here till a very late hour; got tired and 
sleepy, and a little heavy; complained of bad health: discharged 
upon the payment of fees. 

Mr. GIDDINGS of Ohio pleaded his general industry and at- 
tention to the business of the House, and excused his absence 
onthe ground of the weakness of his eyes, and the injurious 
effet on them, produced by the glare of so many candles. 
Dicharged npon the payment of fees. 

Mr. HOOK excused himself b saying that he had been 
generally attentive to his duties. night he felt somewhat 
Indisposed, and retired to his lodgings. Regretted that he did 
not remain there. Disc ed upon the payment of fees. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana. Excuse not heard by the Reporter. 
Discharged without payment of fees. 


then discharged upon payment of the 
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STANLY renewed his attempt to offer his reso- 
lution. 


Mr. PETRIKIN objecting, 

Mr. STANLY said the gentleman from Pennsylvania had 
no right to object, as he had received two days more pay than 
he was entitled to, and had left the ci.y on a former session with- 
out leave. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said ifthe Cam did not protect him, he 
would protect himself, and in a way the gentleman would not 
much like, 

The CHAIR ruled the resolution not to be in order. 

[It was now past 6 o’clock in the morning.) 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved that the House adjourn: decided by 
yeas and nays in the negative—yeas 38, nays 101. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

aie STANLY renewed hia attempt to introduce the above re- 
solution. 

Me PETRIKIN again objecting, it was declared out of 
order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the call be auspended, and 
that the doors of the House now be opened. 

This was decided by yeas and nays, as follows—yeas 17, 
nays 113. 

Bo the House refused to suspend the call. 

Mr. DAWSON moved that the House take a recess. He ap- 
pealed to gentlemen on all sides, observing that proceedings like 
these were oppreasive, and disgraceful to the body. 

The CHAIR said the motion could only be received by gene- 
ral consent, 

Many objecting, it was not entertained, 

Mr. M. A. COOPER inquired of the Cua m whether the order 
to the Sergeant-at-Arms had nut been to bring all the absentees 
into the House? 

The CHAIR replying in the affirmative— 

Mr. COOPER further asked whether the House was not 
bound to wait and receive them? 

The CHAIR replied that it was, unless the call should be sus- 

ed. 


nded. 

Peer, COOPER then asked whether they must wait for those 
who were absent from the city? 

The CHAIR said they were not understood as included in the 
order. A 

Mr. CRAIG said a number of gentlemen were in waiting at 
the door, and moved they be admitted. 

Mr. DROMGOGLE moved to suspend all further proceed- 
ing in the call. i : 

Bome member moved that, when the House adjourn, in ad- 
journ to meet at 100’clock a. m. this day. 

This was negatived without a count. 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved that, when the 
journ to meet at 12 o’clock noon. 

The yeas and nays were demanded by Mr. WELLER on this 
motion, and, being taken, resulted as follows—yeas 33, nays 99. 

So the House refused Mr. Horrman’s motion, 

The Sergeant-at-Arms now again entered the Hall, and re- 
ported that he had in custody, and Present in the House, the 
following gentlemen, viz: Messrs. Waddy Thom n, Deberry, 
Rhett, Graham, Prentiss, Butler of South Carolina, 8. Mason 
Bynum, C. H. Williams, Rogers, Pickens, Evans, Rives, an 
Hill of Virginia. 
i The SPEAKER addressing Mr. THompson of South Caro- 
lina, the first on the list, said: Mr, THoMpson, you have been 
absent from the House without leave of the House. If you 
have any excuse to offer for your absence, the House is now 
ready to hear it. : g P 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina said that he had wit- 
nessed some of these night scenes before, and he knew that ten 
members were enough to answer to the calis of the rolls. Be- 
sider, being a military man, he went home to take his sleep that 
he might be ina conditionto relieve guard in the morning. 
Having thus had ten hours sleep, he was now ready to do day 
for the remainder of the day. Discharged upon the payment 
ofthe fees. ; ats 

The other gentlemen on the list were similarly addressed by 
the Spzaksr. andexcused themselves as follows: 

Mr. DEBERRY remained at his post till near twelve o'clock; 
was unwell and unableto sit out the night. Discharged with- 
Out payment of the fees. hoe . 

Mr. RHETT. Remained in his seat till quarter past I 
o’clock. Continued sitting in the House rendered him very un- 
well, and he went home, and to bed. When the Sergeant-at- 
Armscame for him, he answered that he w.s too unwell to 
answer the summons ofthe House. Discharged Upon the pay- 
ment of fees. 

Mr. PRENTISS said that he remained in his scat till 12 
o’clock at night. Feeling unwell, he paired off witha colleague. 
Discharged on the payment of the fees. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Excuses not heard in full; but il! health was 
one of them. This was the first time he had been absent from 
the House during a call, since he had been a member of Con- 
gress. Excused without payment of fees. 

Mr. BUTLER of South Carolina had no excuse to make, but 
would state the facts. He was so unwell yesterday, that he 
should not have attended the House at all, had it not been fer 
the important question that was before it. He remained in the 
House as long as his strength permitted, and then retired to his 
lodgings. Excused without payment of the fees. g 

Messrs BYNUM and MASON were also excused with- 
out payment of the fees, on account of indisposition. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Tennessee said he left the House at 10 
o’clock at night, having paired off with one of his colleagues. 
He protossed to he as patriotic as most men, and as anxious to 
do his duty to his country; but he did not like the idea of dying 
inthe service. Discharged upon the payment of fees, 

Mr. ROGERS of South Carolina said that his health was bad 
allthe winter. He was not, it was true, sick when he left the 
House last night, but he knew that he would have become 60, 
had he sat here all night. Discharged upon the payment of 
the fees. 

Mr. PICKENS said he remained in the House till near ten 
o'clock at night. He felt very much indisposetl, and retired to 
hia lodgings. When the Sergeant-at-Arms first called on bim, 
he told himthat he would come tu the House if he would aen 
him a hack; but the hack was not sent. Discharged upon the 

ayment of the fees. í oel. 
R Mr. EVANS of Maine was excuses on account of indispoei 
tion without the payment of the fees. 

Mr. RIVES of Virginia left the House between re and, 
twelve o'clock very unwell. Excused without pay 
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House adjourn, it ad- 


` Rrves,] being rather unwell, and could not come to the House, 
in his colleague’s absence, and vote without a breach of faith. 
Discharged upon payment of fees. 

Mr. NISBET was excused on account of sickness. 

Mr DROMGOOLE moved to suspend all further proceed- 
ings under the call. 

t. FILLMORE opposed the motion. 

Mr. GRAVES called for the yeas and nays; 

Mr. DROMGOOLE withdrew the motion. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to dispense with all further pro- 
cong? under the call, which motion prevailed—yeas 108, 
mays & 

The House then resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Wholeon the statecf the Union, (Mr. Dawson in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the Treasury Note bill. 

Mr. BARNARD, without proceeding in his remarks, 
made the motion that the committe rise at 8 o’ciock, a.m. 
nesday. 

Upon which question, tellers were called for, and Messrs. 
JAMESON and ANDREws were appointed such, who reported 
that there were—ayes 47, noes 93. 

So the committee refused to rise. g 

Mr. BARNARD having again resumed the floor, spoke a 
short time, and said he must again plead the same excuse he 
had twelve hours before pleaded, that of physicat disability to 
proceedin the argument to the extent he wished, and moved 
that the committee rise. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called for tellers on that motion. 

Mr. PETRIKIN inquired of the Cai whether the motion to 
rise could be amended. 

The CHAIR was understood to say that it could. 

Mr. PETRIKIN complained of the affected manner of the 
remarks of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. BARNARD.} 
who he said had kept the House in session all night, and yet 
pleaded indisposition asthe reason for not proceeding. 


when 


again 
Wed- 


motion that the committee rise, by adding “and report the 

Mr. MARVIN called Mr. P. to order, and inquired of the 
Cuar whether the motion to rise could be amended. 

The CHAIR decided that the motion to amend was in order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN thought it very singular that he could not get 
up, whether in order or out of order, w.thout being ioterrupted 
by learned lawyers on that floor. : 

Mr. CRAIG said he objected to the decision of the Cratr, and 
contended that the mouon was not in order. The motion in 
co.nmittee thatthe committee rise, stood on the same principle 
aza motion ia the House for adjournment, neither of which 
was susceptible of amendment. As it involved a question of 
the utmost importance, he took an appeal from the decision fo 


the Cram. 

Mr. JAMESON coincided with the opinion of the Caa, 
that the motion could be anended; as also could the motion to 
adjourn. The motions to rise and adjourn were general, but 
the House aud the committee had the right to make them spe- 


cific. 

Mr, CASEY sincerely hoped the SPEAKER would revise bis 
decision; it was not conformable to previous practice, and 
would lead to bad resultsupon the business of the House. He 
argued that a motion to adjourn was elways in order; and it 
was not competent to amend it under any circumstances. 

_ The CHAIR, on reflection, reviewed and reversed his deci- 
sion, and declared the motion for the committee to rise not 
amendable; and said if it was incorrect, gentlemen could take 
an appeal. 

Mr. PETRIKIN appealed from this decision. 

Mr. CASEY said it seemed to Kim that the sharacter of the 
Houee, and their own character, required that the committee 
should rise and report the bill to the House, and adjourn the 
House over till to-morrow, and debate it on that day, with the 
understanding that the question should be taken hefore the ad- 
jouromert onthatday. He appealed to all parties in the House 

+ view of their then exhausted condition, sefiotisly to Considet 
the propriety of the course he suggested. Their own health, 

-as wall as the public interest, required sucha course. It would 
greatly expedite the action on this bill. 

-° Mr. HAND said, with the understanding that the bill should be 
reported to the House at that time, he would agree that the 
House should adjourn till to-morrow, on which day the bill should 
be tinay disposed of; with the understanding also that the gen- 
tieman from New York (Mr. BARNARD] should be entitled to the 
floor in the House on the bill. 

The CHAIR said it could be only done by general consent; if 
ma objection was heard, he should put the question on the com- 
mittee’s rising. : 

Mr DROMGOOLE said, if the understanding was that the bill 
should be reported to the House, he had no objection; but as to 
any pledge further than that, he considered it unparliamentary. 
aug could a ao. accede to it. k 

r. BARNARD enquired of the chairman of Ways and 
Means (Mr. Jones] if he had any objection to the underseanding 
8 iggested. 7 

Mr. JONES replied that, so far as he was concerned, he had 
not the slightest ebjection to the agreement, and hoped his 
frienda who act with him would agree to it. 

Mr. BARNARD asked if 1t were possible any gentleman 
would rise and object to such a proposition. 

_ Me. DROMGOOLE immediately rose and said he had no ob- 
jection to the rising of the committee, but would consent te no 

‘uoderstanding or pledges of any kind. 

Much contusion prevailed; it was with 
could be distinctly heard. 

Mr. BARNARD inquired whether he could, in the House, be 
allowed to reply to what had been urged in the committee? 

The CHAIR replied it could be done only by cousent, 

Mr. PETRIKIN insisted on his appeal. 

Mr. BARNARD was understood as pressing the compromise 
wich had been proposed. 

Mr. JONES said, 5o far as he was concerned, he would assent 

ts st with pleasure. 

Some conversation here took place between Messrs. BAR- 

NARD and WADDY THOMPSON, when 

Mr. FISHER said he was utteriy opposed to any agreement. 

He was, however, willing that the usual motion should be made 
that the committee rise and report the biil to the House, and 
would then be willing to hear the gentleman from New York; 
but he was utterly oppoked to any arrangement which would 
give one gentleman the floor to the exclusion of others who 
wished to be heard. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON remonstrated, and urged a com- 

promise. i 


difficulty any thing 


Toave | 
the House from further difficulty, he would move to amend the ! 


Mr. FISIER said he would never consent that in the 
House one gentleman should have the floor, and all the rest be 
cutoff. . 

Mr. VANDERPOEL hoped that all would accede to this rea- 
gonable proposition. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. I never 
thing. 

Mr. PROFFIT. I will agree to no such arrangement. I 
will never let this bill pass without putting on it an amend- 
ment for the Cumberland road of $450,000 out of these five 
millions. 

Mauch confusion arose, and the noise was very great. 

At lenghth the proposition for a compromise seemed to be 
given upin despair. 

Mr. PETRIKIN insisted on his appeal. 

But the CHAIR having stated his decision, and put the ques- 
tion to the committee, 

Mr. PETRIKIN withdrewhis appeal. 

Jt was then moved that the committee rise. ws 

On that question tellers were appointed, and the vote decided 
in the affirmative—ayes 82, noes 40. 

The committee thereupon rose. , 

In the House, Mr. BANKS moved to discharge the Committee 
of the Whole from the further consideration of the bill. There 
had been considerable discussion, and if the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. BARNARD) wished it; he could have an oppor- 
tunity of discussing the bill in the House. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS asked if the bill did not ¢ontain an 
appropriation. . , 

The CHAIR was understood to reply in the affirmative. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then insisted that it could not be passed un- 
lees it should be reported by a committee, 

Messrs. EVANS, CLIFFORD, LEWIS WILLIAMS, BELL, 
and BANKS, discussed the question of order at considerable 
length. 

The CHAIR inclined to the opinion that Mr. BAnxe’s motion 
was in order, and quoted some authorities from the Manual in 
favor of that opinion. But after an examination ofthe bill, and 
there being an appropriation of $20,000, and a further exami- 
nation of the rules in relation to the question, 

The SPEAAER reversed his opinion; when 
_Mr. BANKS eaid that he did not see any appropriation, or a 
levy of taxes: to cul the matter short, he would move that the 
House resvive itself into Committee of the Whole, and take into 
consideration the Treasury Nete bill. 

The motion was agreed to without 
nonis thereupon went into committee, 
chair. 

Mr. BARNARD having the floor, without proceeding in his 
rerfiarks, immediately moved that the committee rise. 

Teilers were dertianded, and Messrs. Evans and MoKay 
were appointed suchj and the question being put, the ayes 
were 4, and the nocs 98. 

[The Whig party either remained in their seats or retired 
to the outside of the bar, for the purpose of making no quo- 
rum of the committee.] No quorum having voted, 

Mr. CHAPMAN asked that tellers might be appointed to 
count the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN counted, and re orted that there were 129 
meribets present, but said he could not act otherwise than to 
rise and report, that on & division, there was no Quorum. 

The committee rose and reported that fact. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the Housé. 

The motion prevailed, and the Clerk proceeded to call the 
roll, when 115 members responded to their names. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Tennessee moved an adjournment; but it 
was negatived—yeas 31, nays79. 

So the flotse refused to adjourn. 

The absentees were then called, and 168 gentlemen answered 
to their names. 

Mi. RUSSELL moved to suspend the call, with a view to 
move that the House adjourn till to: morrow. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY gave notice he would be bound by no 
arrangements dud pledges others might choose to make. 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded thè yeasand nays on the motion 
to suspend the call; which were ofderedy and were—yeas 49, 
nays 57. 

Šo the House refused to suspend the call. 

The list of absentees was NOW called over, when 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, all further pioceedings in the call 
were dispensed with. 

Messrs. ALFORD. ANDERSON, Cannori, Davia of Kentucky, 
Doic, RUSSELL, FLETCHER, GRANGER, LAWRENCE, NAYLOR, 
NIBBET, RARIDEN, CHARLES SHEPARD, PECK, REED, SMITH, 
of Indiana, Vroom, WuiTs of Louisiana, CHINN, 8. Wit- 
LIAMS, Were excused, some on account of indisposition, and 
others on account of absence from the city. 

‘And Messrs. BLACK, Borts, and TILLINGHASsT, were not ex- 


will consent to any such 


a division; and the 
Mr. Dawson in the 


cused. 

Mr. RHETT then rese to make a proposition, to which he 
thought-all parties should agree. ‘The proposition which had 
been made this morning, to assign a particular time for taking 
the bill out of committee, (Mr. R. was understood to say.) had 
been opposed on the ground of giving the floor to a ricular 
member. It appeared to him that all gentlemen ought to have 
a fair opportunity of being heard. The struggie had been car- 
ried on four hours longer, and they were just where they were 
last evening; and it seemed to him that they might continue 
here four or five days longer. This wasa struggle between the 
strong and the weak. It seemed to him that if a particular day 
andtime were fixed, the object of all parties would be attained. 
Scenes of this description had taken place at previous Con- 
gresses again and again, and at last it had been necessary to re- 
sort to compromise. It was the only course that could be pur- 
sued, He proposed, therefore, that by general consent, the bill 
should be taken out of Committee of the Whole, and acted on 
at six o’clock to-morrow evening.’ 

[Cries of “1 won’t agree to that.” 
now.’’] 

Mr. R. said they might take it out of cOmmittee new, but it 
could not be passed now. It would come down to this, who 
could struggle longest and best? Men would not yield when 
their passions were up. But it was to be remembered that 
their business here was not to carry out their own feelings and 
views, butthat they were here to do the business of the coun- 
try—to re.ieve the Government—to act upon high feelings of 
patriotism. The Government could not be injured—no mate- 
rial injury could accrue to any body—and he hoped that, by ge- 
nera! consent, his proposition would be agreed to- 

Mr. WISE would not consent, he said, to decide upon mea- 
sures of this kind at any particular hour of any particular 
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day. Asone of the minority, he did not intend te debate the 
pill, though he had expected to have said a few words. As 
gentlemen seemed determined to sit here, the best way would 
be for the House tu resolve itself back again into Committee of 
the Whole. , . 

The proposition of Mr. Ruett not meeting with favor, and 
the Speaker having announced that a quorum of members 
was now in attendance, n x i 

The House again resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Dawson 1n the chair,) 
whereupon 

Mr. BEATTY claimed the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the 


entieman from New 
oor. 

He wished to know 
whether ic was in order for the gentleman from New York to 
occupy the floor every time when the House went into com- 
mittee, for the purpove of moving that it rise. 1e, 
had been up five times already, each time complaining that he 
was too unwell tospeak, and moving that the committee rie. 

The CHAIRMAN said the gentleman would be 
to take his seat. , 

Mr. BARNARD moved that the committee rise and have 
leave to sit again; but said he would yield the floor simply for 
the purpose of enabling Mr. Prorrit to offer an amendment 

‘After some further objections on the part of Mr. BEATTY, 
that gentleman appealed from the decision of the CHAIR, giving 
the floor to Mr. B»RNARD. oe 

Mr. PROFFIT offered an amendment, appropriating the 
sum of $450,000 for the continuation of the Cumberland road 
through the Btates of Ohio, Indiana, and Ilinois. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL rose to a point of order. s 

Mr. BARNARD insisted on his motion that the committee 


rise. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL submitted that the amendment of Mr. 
Prorrit was notin order, being an entirely new proposition. 
The gentleman might as ‘well introduce a proposiuion to esta- 
blish a Mint. os: z 

‘After some conversation, not distinctly heard, owing to the 
confusion in the hall, 

The CHAIRMAN announced Mr. 
be out of order: 

From this decision Mr. P. appealed. 

The CHAIRMAN said the first question was on the appeal 
taken by the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Baatry] from 
the decision of the CHAIR, giving the floor to the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. BARNARD. 

And the question being taken, 
affirmed. , 

Mr. PROFFIT here proceeding to speak to his ap 
the decision of the Cffam that the amendment offere 
was not in order— y : 

The CHAIRMAN said there was a motion pending that the 
committee rise, which was the first question in order. 

And, after sume conversation, the question was taken, and 
the committee refused to rise. i 

The CHAIRMAN having explained the condition of the 
question before the committee to be, that there was an amend- 
went to an amendment pending, and that the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. BARNARD] was entitled to the floor on the latter, 
and, there/ore, that the amendment of Mr. I norrit was, under 
no circumatances, in order at this time, 


Prorrit’s amendment to 


the decision of the CHAIR was 


eal from 
by him 


And, it being now half past ten, a. m. 
and addreased the com- 
mitteee at length in opposition to the bill, notwithstanding, he 
said, there had been nothing in theaction of the House, for the 
refresh any of its 
He gaid he 
was not opposed to the Government borrowing money to meet 
its exigencies, by 
borrowing money by the issuing of Treasury notes; but he was 
opposed to giving the power to the Government of issuing these 


times in the worst countries in the world. Mr. B. then went 
into a detailed history of the banking system, and the present 
mode of banking in this country, and was understood to be in 
favor of smali bill circulation. : 

Thd hour of 12 having arrived, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose and made the point of order 
that, being now the usual hour for reading the journal 
and proceeding to the regular business of the House, un- 
der its standing rules, the committee must rise. The discus 
sion otherwise might be continued day after day, week after 
week, and month after month, without touching the regular 
business. He asked whether the House was willing to set such 
an example. p 

Mr. VANDER POEL rose to suggest that there was an analo- 


ous Case. 

Š The CHAIR said there was an -analogous Case in the year 
1836, in the case of the admission of the States of Arkansas 
and Michigan, in which the same poiut had been raised. la 
that case the committee did not rise; and the decision of the 
Cna would now be governed by that precedent. `; 

So the committee did not rise. 

Mr. BARNARD then resumed his'remarke. He spoke at 

eat length to show that this bill might, in connection with 
the Sub-Treasury bill, be converted into a bank of issue and 
discount; and that the bill for this issue, without the amend- 
ments he proposed, would admit of the notes being kept in cir- 
culation after the manner of bank paper; and they were subject 
to fluctuation in value to a great extent, in proporticn as there 
wasa demand to pay duties. Mr. B. concluded at one o’clock. 

The CHAIR then gave the floor to 

Mr. GOGGIN, who spoke & much length in opposition to 
the bill. In the course of his remarks, he avowed himself a 
friend of a National Bank, but that he was not prepared to urge 
the establishment of it in the present state of public sentiment; 
but if any considerable change took place, he was prepared to 
advocate it, not only on the ground of its expediency, ut of its 
constitutionality also. At the close of higremarks, 


The CHAIR gave the floor to 

Mr. DUNCAN, who having spoken for sometime in favor of 
the bill, yrelded tlie floor to 

Mr. DAVEE, who moved that the committee now rise, 
report the bill to the House. i à 

Mr. DUNCAN said he was willing that the motion should be 


and 
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t, with the understanding, however, that if it failed he did not 
foec his right to the floor. . i 

Mr. R. GARLAND said that the motion to rise and report 
the bill was debatable; and the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Da- 
vaa] would net attain the object he expected by the prevalence 
of the motion. g g i 

Mr. DAVEE then withdrew his motion, and k 

Mr. DUNCAN resamed his remarks. After proceeding for 
some time, he gave way at the request of ig 

Mr. RAYNER, who said that, with his permiasion, he would 
submit a proposition, which he hoped would be generally ac- 
cedd to. The party with which he acted would not recede 
from the stand which it had taken. He would the efore pro- 
pose that the committee should now rise without reporting the 
ball, but with the understanding that the bill shall be reported 
before we rise at our next sitting. 

Mr. DUNCAN having yielded the floor for the purpose, the mo- 
tion for the commitiee to rise was then put, and tellers having 
been called for, 

The CHAIR appointed Messrs. Warrerson and Lewis, who 
Teported ayes 29, noes 34. n 

No quorum voting, the committee roee, and the SPRAKER 
having resumed the chair, À 

Mr. DAWSON, chairman of the committee, reported that the 
Committee of the Whole had under consideration the bill au- 
thorizing an issue of Treasury notes, and finding itself without 
a quorum, had directed him to report that fact to the House. 

Mr. DAWSON then moved that the House adjourn, and the 

yeas and nays having been ordered, it was decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 36. nays 48. : : 
+ Mr. DUNCAN said he had determined to remain until the 
question was settled, but he was convinced that the best course 
now would be to.adjournt'with the understanding that the bill 
should be disposed of at our next sitting. He had no objection 
to yield the floor with such an understanding. 

t. DAWSON then proposed that the House should adjourn 
and that it should be understood that to-morrow the bill should 
be taken un, and dispoeed of before adjournment. 

Mr. PICKENS said he hoped the proposition would beagreed 

to. It was useless to sit here—it was too great a trial on the 
constitutions of the members. 


Mr. HOFFMAN was satisfied, he said, that this was the only 
way in which the bill could ever be disposed of. Any man who 
red this bill to pass, should agree to the adoption of some 
such proposition. i k 
. Mr. DAWSON movedan adjournment; on which motion the 
yeas and naya were ordered. Tat 
Mr. CRABB said there was a principle involved in this mat- 
ter, and he would take no compromise. He would stay here 
unti? a proper hour, and thea he would vote for an adjournment, 
but he would not be transferred in this way by any leader or 


ay party. i, 
r. MONTGOMERY said he would vote against any such 
ment. 

e questior. was then taken on the motion for adjournment, 
the ayes and noes being ordered, and it was decided in the af- 
firmative—ayes 73, nays 34. 

Bo at fifteen minutes to five o’clock, on Wednesday 
the House adjourned. 


evening, 


IN SENATE, 
Weronespay, March 25, (840. 


| 
| 
| 


The CHAIR submitteda communication from the War De- 


partment, transmitting a report from the Topographical bu- 
reau on a survey of certain lakes and rivers in Wiskonsin; 
which was laid on the table. 
Also, the following report from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
. Ty, in reply to a resolution of the Senate of the 23d inst.; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed: 


p TREASURY DEPARTMENT, March 25, 1€40. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit this report in compliance with 
a Lier eae of the Senate passed the 23d inst. in the following 
words: 

“ Resalved, That the Secretary of the Treasury inform the Be- 
nate, what proportion of Treasury notes, issued under the au- 
thority of the act of October 12th, 1837, and subsequent acta, has 
been paid to public creditors of the United States, in diecharge 
of their claims, and what proportion has been used for the pur- 
pose of borrowing money, from banks, or individuals; together 
with a statement of the rates of interest, borne by the notes of the 
several issues, respectively. 

“And that he also inform the Senate, whether Treasury notes, 

- bearing interest, have been deposited in banks, for the purpose 
of raising a credit, to be drawn against by the Treasury Depart- 
ment; aad if any such deposites have been made, to state the 
dates and amounts thereof, and the dates and sums of the drafts 
made thereon.” ee f 

Jn answer to the first inquiry, I transmit herewith a statement 
prepared by the Treasurer showing the rates of interest ard the 
proportions, whether in exchange for specie, or in payments of 
the issues of Treasury notes under the authority of the act of 
\2th October, 1837, and subsequent acts, as required by the 
resolution. 

In reply to the other inquiry, I wouldobserve that no Trea- 
aury notes issu: d under the authority of either of the acts men- 
tioned, have been deposited in banks, by this Department, or by 
ite sanction, forthe purpose of raising a credit, to be drawn 
against by the Department. But to facilitate the exchange of 
specie for Treasury notes, without the delay and expense of 
transporting it to this city, and then carrying it back for expen- 
ditare, numerous individuals and corporations have been per- 
mitted to place specie in special deposite to the credit of the 
Treasurer in certain specified banks; and Treasury notesto a 

~ Corresponding amount have been afterwards, and not till then, 
issued in their favor upon the certificates of deposite, as shown 
by the er’s accompanying statement. 

It may be proper to add that, by parsuing this course, meny 

ka have avoided, as well as the payment of'any eoni- 
missions to bankers or brokers for selling the notes, and at the 
same time the disposal of any of them by the Government, ex- 


‘tion, conclud 
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cept at par, and for any thing except specie, 
has been effectually prevented. a 
L. WOODBURY, 


Respectfully, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. R. M. Jounson, 
Vice Pressdent of the United States, and 
g President of the Senate. 


Mr. PORTER presented a joint resolution of the Legislature 
of Michigan, in favor of a general bankrupt law; which was 
read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from citizens of Warren 
county, Ilinois, praying for the establishment of a post route; 
which wis referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on the Judicia- 
ry, to which was referred the memorial of James Williams, 
made a special report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to 
which was referred the memorial of the Legislature of Michigan 
on the subject of a railroad from Lake Michigan to the Missis- 
sippi river, made an adverse report thereon. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, to which was referred the memorial of the Legislature 
of Wiskonsin, relative to a railroad from Platteville to the Mis- 
sissippion Platt river, made an adverse report thereon. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of previous notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bili fixing the time for the meeting 
of the next session of Congress; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. [The bil} pro that the next session 
shall commence on the second Tuesday in November next. 

Mr. STRANGE, in pursuance of previous notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introducea bill for the relief of James Herron; 


or its equivalent, 


which was readtwice, and referred to the Committee on Pa- | 


tents. 


The Senate then went into the consideration of Executive : 


business, 
And afterwards adjourned. 


` 
— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, February 26th, 1840. 


| 


: had been confined to the members of the committee, 


The SFEAKER laid before the House the following commu- | 


nications, viz: ; 

1. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury in reply to the 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the Ati ultimo, 
requiring of him to communicate why no patents have been is- 
sued to claimants to, or purchasers of, lan in the St. Helana or 
Greensburg land district, in the State of Louisiana: 

Which, en motion of Mr. CHINN, was referred to the Com 
mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

2. Additional papers from the Secretary of War, to accom. 
pany the letter from the Secretary of War laid before the House 
on the 19h instant, respecting the non-establighment «fa mili- 
tary post near the western boundary of the State of Louisiana: 

On motion of Mr. R. GARLAND, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

3. Message from the President of the United States, transmit- 
ting the report of commissioners on the Post Office building: 

Referred to the Committee on the Public Buildings. 

4. Letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting the infor- 
mation required by the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 9th instant, in relation to prcceedings under the treaty 
of ist November, with the Winnebagoes: 

Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The SPEAKER aiso laid before the House some further tes- 
timony in relation to the New Jersey contested election. 

Mr. MEDILL sad it wasa part. of the testimony connected 
with what was called the “mysterious package,” and he 
moved that itbe referred to the Committee of Elections, 

Mr. R. GARLAND said that was the very testimony which 
he wished to be kept before the House. The object of his 
amendment now béfore the House, was to withdraw that mys- 
terious package from the committee. He had moved to lay the 
other testimony on the table with that view; and he moved that 
it lie on the table; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. REYNOLDS of Illinois asked leave of the House to pre- 
senta bill to authorize the Secretary of War to cause a survey 
and estimates ef the Cumberland road from Vandalia, by Green- 
ville, to Alton, in the State of Ilinois, to be made Mr. R. said 
that the committee were permitted to make reports only at 
one time during the present session of Congress, in conse- 
quence of which, this subject would not be brought before the 
House. On this consideration, he asked leave of the House to 
bring in the above bill, and have it referred to the proper com- 
mittee; but : 

Mr. DAWSON objected, and the motion was not admitted. 

Mr. J. W. JONES, chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, asked leave to report from that committee the Sub- 
Treasury bill. 


Messrs. ANDREWS of Kentucky, and PROFFIT, objected - 


to ita introduction, when 

Mr. CONNER moveda suspension of the rules, to admit the 
report, and demanded the yeas and nays on that motion; which 
were ordered, when : ey 

The gentlemen objecting withdrew their objection. 3 

The bill was then reported, and orde to he referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished business of the 
morning hour to be the resolution heretofore reported by Mr. 
Camps. of South Carolina, from the Committee of Electi ons, 
to printall the testimony in relation to the contested e'ection in 
the State of New Jersey, to which an amendment had been 
hgretofore offered by Mr. R. GARLAND to print the tes- 
timony received since the report of the said committee was 
made. 

. BOTTS, who was entitled tothe floor on the above ques- 
“a ed his remarks. He censured the course o the 


- majority of the committee, pretty much as has been heretofore 


reported; and Mr. B. having concluded, , 
r. ANDREWS moved the previous question. 


Mr. RIVES asked the favor of the gentleman from Kentucky i 


ntleman knew the character 


to withdraw his motion. The 
e. They were entirely 


ofthe remarks made by his co 
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fallacious, anii he wished to have an opportunity of correcting 
them. 


Mr. ANDREWS said, that as this debate had already lasted 
four weeks, and had been confined entirely tothe members of 
the committee. he could not withdraw. 

„Mr. CAMPBELL appealed to the gentleman to withdraw 
his motion. He made this request not because he himself 
cared any think about it,orthat he was unwilling to let the 
question go before the country on the remarks ‘of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, |Mr. Brown,] or even the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Burrs,]but because other members of the com- 
mittee were anxious to reply to the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr CHAPMAN hoped the gentleman would with raw his 
motion, and enablesome pensleman to reply to the argument by 
which every member of the House, who voted with the majority, 
had been charged with corruption. He, for one, was ready to 
answer the gentleman from Virginia, and to demonstrate the 
fallacy of his argument. 

Mr ANDREWSsaid, that upon the appealof the chairman 
of the committee, he would withdraw his motion forthe previ- 
ous question. 

Mr. MEDILL obtained the floor, and observed thatit was no 
intention of hs, at the present time, to occupy the time of the 
House long, and he would condense what he had to say in as 
briefa space as possible. He would first notice the remark of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. ANDREWs,} that the debate 
and begged 
Jeave to correct him. 

Mr. ANDREWS rose to explain. He had not recollected 
atthe time that the gentleman from Maryland {Mr. JENIFER} 
had addressed the House on the subject. 

Mr. MEDILL wished to say that, so far as the members ot 


' the committee were concerned, there had been mote time occu- 


pied in the discugsion of this subject, by a gentleman who not 
only was nota member of the committee, [Mr. JENIFER, ] but who 
was perceiver! by every member on the floor to know nothing 
of the question, than had been occupied by any member of the 
majority of the committee. , 
he gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Borrs] supposed it a very 
remarkable thing thata memher of this House who was not a 
member of the committee, should think proper to submit a re- 
solution for the purpose of instructing that committee to report 
certain facis in their possession. Why then had this other indi- 
vidual been called on to engage in debate, not for the purpose of 
examining into the merits of the question—not for the purpose 
of ascertaining whether the committee had correctly reported 
the facts before them, but for the purpose of personal crimina- 
tion and for the purpose of impeaching, if possible, the veracity 
of the members of the committee. as it possible that mem- 
bers of the committee would suffer their words to be impeached 
without defending themselves? Had the gentlemen who were 
opposed to the report ever since the debate commenced, called 
for the reading of any testimony to impeach its correctness? 
Had they, in that document which they called the suppressed 
report, stated that the report of the majority did not contain 
facts} No, sir; they tacitly admitted the correctness of the facts 
stated, complaining only that the committee did not come to a 
correct conclusion, and that they had acted with unjust and un. 
necessary haste. Was it upon the conduct of the committee that 
the House was called upon to voté, or upon the facts which the 
committee had set forth? Was this ‘the issue which the genue- 
men wished to present to the country? It was not complained 
that those gentlemen excluded had received a majority of the 
votes; it was not even pretended that they had received a ma- 
jority ef votes which they now denominate legal, by the exclu- 
sion of all unqualified voters. No, the complaint was that the 
comittee had been acting unjustly, precipitately, and withou 
a due regard to the interests of the country, and the rights of 
the parties who have been excluded. Was this the issue which 
gentlemen wanted to bring before the country? Was this the 
object for which the committee was appointed? Sir, said Mr. 
M. this committee reported only one single fact, and that was, 
which five of the claimants received the greatest number of 
votes. This was the fact they were directed by the House to 
report upon. Did genuemen undertake to say that the com- 
mittee had reported otherwise than the truth? "Did they under- 
take to say that the committee had reported votes that were not 
lawful? If so, let them produce the evidence. Isay, and I say 
it fearlessly,there was no testimony when this Teport was made, 
other than what I have stated to the House, I say confidently, and 
I have said it before, that there was no testimony, which even 
the gentlemen themselves voted to receive, that impeached 
more than twelve or thirteen votes, while the majorities ranged 
from thirty to two hundred. 
Mr. ADAMS here interrupted Mr. Mspit’; but hisremark 


| was not heard. 


Mr. MEDILL continued. I pledge myself to convince even 
the geatleman himself, stubborn as he is, that we reported fair- 
ly, inconformily with the instructions of the House, and in 
conformity with truth and justice. He wished to advise gentle- 
men that there was more testimony to come before them—not 
that one-eided testimony that was sealed up and brought into 
the House fraudulently, as he would undertake to prove~but 
testimony that contradicted it conclusively, and proved beyond 
a doubt that it was false and fallacious. 

Mr. ADAMS said that he spoke of the testimony that was 
suppremed, and thatthe committce prevented from being re- 
ceived. 

Mr. MEDILI. ventured to assert that before the gentleman 
was done with that suppressed testimony, as he was pleased to 
call it, he would be sorry that his friends had ever mentioned it. 
Mr. M. then stated the manner in which the committee took up 
and examined the various testimony before it. They first took 
up the votes which were before the Governor and Conncii, and 
whieh had been counted by them, These certificate gentlemen 
came intothis House with returns predicated on certain votes 
which had been counted by the Governor and Council. The 
committee took these as legal, because they had heen admitted 
as such by b::th parties, and they added to them the ee onl 
returns of Millville and South Amboy. This ya kea ould: 
question which the Opposition could now maka counted, aL 
de able to show that these votes were correc! 5 coon en. u 
that there was no testimony impeacking them. f p f theas 
occasion he showed to the House that the votes of one o; 


ernehife were acted on and ronounced irga! by the Legial - 
bi ne st Here ur. M. referred toa contaataad aloes 
tien case in that Legislature, in which a member having been 

i suppression of the votes of this 
the islature counted 
This | 
Whig Legislature. Did gentlemen wish for any further teati- 


moay? 

Mr. ADAMS interrupted Mr. M. again, but his remark was 
not heard. 
Mr. MEDILL. All T can say to the gentleman is, that there 

re to bea little difference between the Whigs there and the 

r hìge here. 

la relation to the returns of Seuth Amboy, we have not onl 
the fact that they were euppressed, but the retum of the cier! 
himself, with his signature and seal, stating that they were re- 
ceived within the time required by law, and were placed on 
file, but that they were not in conformity with law. Now the 
commitwe thought that the clerk was not the proper person to 
judge of the law of the case; they determined that they were 
the judges, and not the clerk, and decided that the returns were 
ia conformity with law. What was the reason the clerk sup- 


this retarn? He alleged that the name o! Ward wasoa | 


the liat as an inspector of the elections, instead of Clark. 


| 


Mr. BOTTS here explained. 
Mr. MEDILL continued. The only reason why this return 


was not receiv 


there was no certificate sent up that Mr. Ward had been elected ; 
tor of the olections within the time preacribed by |. 


an 
law. t was this an ument against the legality of the . 
votes that were taken at this township? Did that make the | 
vetes illegal? Would the gentleman from Massachusetts agree | 
to deprive the people of Now Jersey of one of the most osti- | 
mable privileges which bel to freemen, because of the | 
omission of this mere matter of form on the part of the town- | 


ship ofican? 

. JONES of Virginia here asked if the moming hour had | 
not expired, and moved that the House resolve itself into Com. | 
mittee of the Whole, to take into consideration the Treasury | 


Note bill. : 
Mr. BLACK asked ission to present the report of the 
Select Committee on Printing. This was the day on which the 
committee was required to report, and the order uf the House 
gave the subject the preference over all other business til! dis- 
of. Hadid not desire or anticipate any debate, but mere- 

ly wished to present the report and have it printed with the 
testimony, so that he t be relieved from the charge im- 
eahim. This could be done in five minutes. There 
would be a report from the minority of the committee and the 
resolution he was about to offer, also included that in the order 


for ing. Mr. B. then submitted his report and resolution. 
Mr GARLAND of Louisiana had no Petion to tho motions 
Dut he wished to know if the gentleman had reported on that 
branch of the subject committed to them. which directed an in- 
quizy into the expedien of the 


soparati public printing from 
sical promi He exude tia inquiry boca use e wistod to 
notice this subject in the minority report, if the chairman had 


not done oo. 

Mr. BLACK replied, that the knew, as well as he 
did, that that branch of the eubject was not touched on in the 
report. The labors of the committee in collecting and examin- 
ing a vast mass of tostimony had been exceedingly arduous, 
and they had time to make up a report en that subject. 
They howe? ‘contemplated doing so very shortly, and in time 
act on it. 

KER said 


by general coneent, the report and 
i the Hera without there 


he u 

en to day. It 
understanding that his remarks should be limited to a 
period. That was not his understanding of the matter; 
he felt that he was called upon, from a sense of duty, 
answer at some length the unfounded charges against the 
Administration. One of those charges was maile by the gen- 
Carolina (Mr. THomrson,] that neither the 
President in his or the Secretary of the Treasury in 
his report, had intimated that there would be any deficit in the 
‘Treasury, or any necessity for the issue of these Treasury notes. 
The gentleman made this charge when he had these documents 
in his hand,commenting upon them. Now this charge was with- 
out foundation, and the gentleman must have known it. But 
it was not suitable to his purpose to read all the documents, 
when comments on them. The gentleman wished (said Mr. 
D.) that it should go forth to the country, as prophecy of his 
own, that there would be a deficit in the Treasury, to get the 
commendations of hie party m the nation for his clearsightedneas. 
Now (eaid Mr. D.) the President and the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury both have said there would be a deficit in the Treasury; 
that the receipts anticipated, from the revenues alone, would 
not be adequate to the wants of theGovernment. The Secre- 


tary sated that in a certain contingency, there would be a de- 
ficit of upwards of two and a half millions. This charge has 


by several of the gentlemen in the Opposition, and 

citcalated in their speeches, far ani wide, for political capital 

by B poriocal imposition, when the facts in the case were just 
reverse of what they stated. 

Mr. D. then repited to that part of the charge of Mr. Tromr- 
son of South Carolina, that the Government paid off some 
of ite Florida troops in depreciated bank paper. That gentle 
man had told that tale three times, as with tears in his eyes; if 
not in his own, he has at least nearly produced them in mine. 
In reference to this charge he replied that the Government had 
nothing te do with it. Government happened to have no 
funds at the time when the troops were discharged. The troo 
required their officers to make an arrangement with the banks 
to get them money, and these officers did procure for them the 
best bank r that could be had. It was done at their solici- 

tation in advanee of the receipt of the funds of the Government, 
So much for that charge. It had always been, and it was now, 
a part of the principles of the Democratic creed, that there 
should be a seund currency—e gold and silver currency, the 
only jus’ and the constitutional! currency. It was to obviate the 
dreadfal effects of a depreciated currency upon the working 
classes and those soldiers who have been fighting the battles of 
the country, and to save them from the swindling operations of 


ed, according to the clerk’s showing, was that | 


- had been so frequently denounced by t 
» Carolina, and the 
» that geatleman w 


. the Administration, that it was opposed to all local banks. The 
' Administration was not more opposed to them now than for- 


| invoked the vengeance of 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the banks, that the exertions of the Democratic party had been 
directed; for, during the past and present Administrations, the 
Sub-Treasury, which has been so much denounced had been 
brought forward to that end. It was {the licy of the past and 
resent Admindatrationsto secure tothe laborer a just reward fer 
is labor, in specie or its equivalent, and not ina depreciated 
paper, as had been charged. The efforts of the gentleman and 
is party have been directed to thwart te Administration in 
their efforfs to bring about a currency, stable in value. : 
Mr. D. then adverted to the Treasury epecie circular, which 
e gentleman from South 
y to which he was attached. He asked 
t would have been the desolating effects 
upon the country, if the depreciated bank paper had continued 
to be received by the Government? As it was, the greater part 
of the public domain passed into the Hands of rapacious specu- 
lators. If this circular had not been regorteil to, all the public 
lands would have passed into the hands of these speculators, 
and bank officers, and bank agents, before the reaction, 
and without any equivalent to the Government. The 
great fault was that the circular was not issued soon 
enough to prevent the blighting effects upon the interests 
of the nation in consequence of the receipt of the worth- 
less rags of the banka. It isone of the standing charges against 


merly. The Democratic party have been always oprosed to 
their corruptions and abuses. The opposition to the banka, by 
the Administration party, grew outof the high handed course of 
these institutions towards the Government. They bade defiance 
to the Government, and disregarded the la ws made for their go- 
vernment. They have shut their doors against the power of the 
people to ferret out their abuses. Notwithstanding the Presi- 
dent recommended time to these institutions to pay up the many 
millions of the public funda which they held on to by closing 
their doors, yet he isdenounced by the Federal party as being 
inimical to the banks, and as being desirous to crush them. Yet 
this is the evidence of hostility. The President and the Demo- 
cratic party are op d to their abuses. 

Mr. D. then replied to the complaints of Mr. Tompson of 
South Carolina, that the Executive had improperly managed 
the Florida war, and had not acted with sufficient energy. He 
went into a full history of that war, showing, by official doc 
ments, that the President employed all the forces which Con- 
gress placed at his disposal, with great promptness, and that he 
had commanded the services of all the best officera of the na- 
tion in that war. The difficulties existed in the nature of the 
country, and «ot in adefect of the meansemployed. The gen- 
tleman who now complained that a sufficient force was not sent 
there, was the first of his party to denounce the President when 
any call was made for increasing the forces in Florida. There 
was no course the Administraiion could possibly devise on any 
question, that would meet thefapprobation of that gentleman and 
his party. Their object was te overthrow the Administration, 
if it overthrew the Government, and deprived the people of 
their liberty. They are now endeavoring to excite the sympa- 
thy of the people in bebalf of the sav who are butcherio 
the defenceless women and children in Floriada, because it bad 
been charged that the Government had employed bloodhounds 
to ferret out these savages from their fastnesses. The charge 
that the Government had employed them to worry the savages 
is proved, by the report of the Secretary of War, to be without 
foundation. But it could not be expected that, whatever means 
the Government employed to save the suffering people of Flo- 
rida from being butchered, those means would meet with the 
approbation of a party that during the iast war with England, 

eayen on those who were bleeding 
in defence of their country. 

Mr. D. before concluding, showed, by documents, that the pu- 
tiano of New England had employed bloodhounds against the 

ans. 

Mr. D. raid he had a document mm his hand, which contained 
the yeas and nays taken during the present session, on questions 
ofadjournment. He would publieh it in his speech, to show the 
le that there is no truth in the charge that the Democrats, 
aving the majority, would do sothing. Although the minority 
can do nothing, they, can, ty the rules, prevent the majority 
from transacting the public business, and they have prevented 
the majority from doing any thing. In the case of the New 
Jersey contested election, the Democratic members, (who were 
clearly elected) were not permitted to take their seats fur three 
months. Mr. D. remarked that he was aware of the important 
businesss to be transacted, and he would, therefore, retain the 

floor no longer. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he did not rise for the purpose of 
taking part in the many topics which had been introduced by 
gentlemen who had spoken on this bill. When he first became 
a member of Cougtess, the goce prevailed of referring the 
Presidents message to the Committee of the Whole. At the 
present sesion no such reference had been made, andit is to be 
much regretted. If gentlemen cannet express their views sn 
one subject, they can en another. Then let gentlemen pass this 
measure, and do the business, and speak to Buncombe on some 
other measure. Mr. U. would barely remark, that when the 
compromise in respect to adjournment was proposed on yester- 
day, that he did not consider himself pledged that the sub- 
ject before the House should be disposed of to-day. 
He would offer an amendment which, he thought, ought to be 
received in good faithby every member. A considerable num- 
ber believe, since the publication of the Madison Papers, that 
Congress has no power to issue paper designed for circula- 
tion. He thought there could be no difficulty, on constitutional 
grounds, to pay this paper to a bona fide credifor of the Govern- 
ment. Ifthe creditor chose to throw it into circulation, they 
had nothingto do withit. Confine the issue of these notes to 
those who are bona fide creditors of the Government, and not 
allow the Secretary of the Treasury to throw them into mar- 
ket. If(said Mr. W.) you permit him to do so, you give hima 
part in the legislative department of the Government. I wish 
toconfine the Secretary of the Treasury to the issue of those 
nutes tothe bona fide creditors of tthe Government, and not give 
him the power to throw it asa partofthe circulating mediam 
of the country. He concluded by sending to the CHAIR an 
amendment as an additional section to the bill, which was read 
a information, and which he intended tosubmit when in er- 

jer, Viz: 

Be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be so construed as to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, orany officer of the Government, to make a deposite of 
any amount of Treasury notes with any bank, and to allow such 
bank the accruing interest on the Treasury notes so deposited, 


r 


and, in consideration thereof, to acquire the right to check upon 
the bank for the amount, orțin any other manner whatever to 
use the Treasury notes, or any part thereof, which may be 
issued in pursuance of this act, to obtain aloan or advance of 
money upon the credit of euch notes, or by a sale thereof, it 
being the intention ef Congress not to authorize the issue of 
Treasury notes in favor ofany person or persons, except a bona 
de creditor of the Government. 

f The debate was further continued by Messrs. COOPER of 
Georgia and MONTGOMERY of North Carolina, in lavor ot 
the bill, and TILLINGHAST, in opposition. 

Mr. MONROE said he did not rise to make a speech at that 
time in the evening, but to appeal to members on all aides to come 
to a conclusion. After referring to some remarks in the speech 
of the member from Ohio [Mr. Duncan] on the Florida war, 
Mr. M. said he considered himself under an implied pledge, by 
the arangement of last evening, to do nothing which might pre- 
vent the hill being disposed ofthis evening, and would there- 
fore not detain the House by any further remarks. 

Mr. PICKENS said he joined in the appeal ot the gentleman 
from New York, who had just taken his seat. He appealed to 
the moderate men of ali parties to settle the question. 
lt was a simple proposition to issue five millions in Trea- 
gury notes. The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means has informed us that the measure is ne for 
the operations of the Government; and yet, night after night, 
we are detained here in listening to speeches which have 
hardly any reference to the subject, but full of tha political 


slang of the day. He appealed to gentlemen: was this à pro- 
per course? He had been himeelt opposed to the bill 
and was prepared to vote against it, and had said 


it was unconstitutional, but he 
considered it an unsafe precedent. He had heard with 
pain, since he had taken hia seat there to-day, of the probability 
of this Government being involved in difficulties with a foreign 
power: he trusted these difficulties might be avoided, but was 
thie a moment to be wrangling over small matters? He hoped 
there would be no collision, but he had serious apprehensions 
that the friendly relations subsisting between the two countries 
could not be preserved, and he was willing to give the Go- 
vernment the means of support, and would again join in the ap- 
peal of the gentleman from New York to the House to act up- 
on and settle this question. 


Mr. RICE GARLAND then resumed and concluded his re- 
marks in opposition to the bill; when, ata quarter to ten o'clock, 

Mr. GRAVES obtained the floor, and, after some remarks on 
what he called the violent appeal made by the member from 8. 
Carolina (Mr. Pickgns) tothe moderate portion of the Hc use, in- 
timated an intention of addressing the House at length, not only 
on the bill iteelf, but on the political relations of the sections of 
the party which supported it. Mr. G. however, yielded the 
floor to 


Mr. BELL, who hoped that both sides would consent that the 
committee rise, and that the bill be made the special order for 
to-morrow. Mr. B. thought the incidents of this day’s debate 

uired or justified that course. 
"odir. BROWN of Tennessee inquired whether the gentleman 
from Tennessee |Mr. BELL] was present when the agreement 
was made yesterday? 


Mr. BELL said he was not himself a party to that agreement. 
Ile was desirous to diapose of this bill, but he thought, from 

resent prospects, it could not be disposed of until a very late 
four. e thought the health ef the members requi that 
the course he had suggested should be adopted; and that, under 
such a course, the bill would be disposed of in a manner more 
consistent with propriety. It would certainly trench on the bu- 
siness of which the gentleman from New York (Mr. Russaut.) 
kept such faithful charge; but he (Mr. B.) thought that, under 
the circumstances, the gentleman could net object. 

Mr. GRAVES was indisposed, he said, to do any thing which 
might have a tendency toset aside the agreement, if gentlemen 
insisted on carrying it out, though he thought the spirit of ithad 
been broken in upon by gentlemen on the other side, who had 
occupied a0 great a portion of the day in the discus ion of irre- 
levant topics. If it was the wish of the comnuittee, he was will- 
ing to pri TERA 

Mr. POPE eaid, if his colleague felt able to go on now,he hoped 
he would proceed, and that this matter should be determined 
atthe present sitting, if we temained here until daylight. To- 
morrow was private bill day, and he was averse to tres 
ing on the little time allowed for the consideration of private 
claims. 

Mr BELL said that, although he was not a party to the agree- 
ment, yet, if there wasany agreement which the majority of 
the members considered bind ng, his proposition, which was 
made to both sides, would be abortive. He hoped they would 
not be compelled to spend another night here as they had a for- 
mer night, or even in discussion. A number of gentlemen stated 
that they could not stay here without physical suffering. The 
taking ofthe yeas and nays alone, on the different questions, 
wouk perl a couple of hours. 

Mr. HOWARD said, when the proposition was made yester- 
day to adjourn, it was understood to be the result of a compro- 
mise. He had voted against it, believing that no beneficial 
result would flow from it, and sodid a member from Ohio. 
We were appealed to as moderate men, notto throw any ob- 
atacles in the way of a compromise, and we were induced to 
change our votes. He appealed to the member from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Graves] whether it was right and proper that the 
health of one hundred members should be endangered, after 
having been (with a brief interval of reat) forty hours 
in session, not by discussion on the bill, but fur the pur- 

of discussing the politics of a party er the section 
ofa party. They owed it toone another—they owed it to the 
health of individual] members, to settle this question now. It 
was supposed yesterday evening, by every one, that this ques- 
tion would be settled today. And what evidence was there 
that it would be settled to-morrow, ifanother compromise were 
entered into? i 

Mr. ANDREWS rose to a point ef order: whether it was in 
order, while his colleague (Mr. Graves] had the floor, for a 
member to discuss the question before the committe. ; 

The CHAIR said thai the member from Kentucky had yielded 
the floor. S 

Mr. GRAVES. Only fora proposition, not for a speech. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, if the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Graves] yielded the floor for any thing but a personal ex- 
planation, or a motion to rise, or to take the bill out of commit- 
tee, he would lose his right to the floor. 

Mr. ANDREWS hoped, then, that his colleague, (Mr. 


so Openly—not because 


Graves,} if he yielded the floor again, would yield it per- 
manently. 4 

Mr. HOWARD renewed his appeal to Mr. Gravas. 

Mr. GRAVES said that, rather than lose his right to the floor, 
he would proceed in his remarks; but, before doing so, he would 
say a word in reply to the gentleman from Indiana, {Mr. How 
arp.) Of the nine hours during which the committee had been 
occupied on the bill this day, only one hour had been occupied 
by the Opposition; the other eight had been taken up by Admi 
nistration members; and yet the gentleman from Indiana thought 
that as much time had been given to the Opposition as they had 
a right to expect. Enough on that head. He would now pro- 


oMr. ALFORD ros, and (Mr. Graves having yielded for the 
momen; ) said he had not yet heard any friends of the mea- 
sure object that the committee should rise, and the House ad- 


oum. 
! Mr. GRAVES said that, after placing himself and his friends 
in an erect position, and freeing them irom any imputation of 
having violated the agreement, he was willing, if the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means and his friends, 
who had been parties to that agreement, were willing, to yiel 
for the motien indicated by the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. 
ALroRD.) But he was not willing to be placed before the coun- 
try as nut carrying out the agreement, so far as he was con- 
cerned. 

A conversation here ensued between Messrs. GRAVES and 
JONES of Virginia, the result of which was a declaration on 
the part of the latter, that though there were many who desired 
an arrangement, yet, as there was a portion of the gentlemen 


who usually acted with bam that were unwilling te submitto =! 


any, he did not, in that state of feeling, consider himself at 
liberty to submit a proposition. g 

Mr. M. A. COOPER. Did that portion of the friends of the 
gendeman from Virginia, (Mr. Jones,) who were unwilling to 
submit to any arrangement, remain here all night at our last 
sitting? If they did, I have nothing to say except this, that 
they do themselves and the conntry injustice in thus perse- 
vering. 

(Loud cries of “ order! order! we did stay here,” &c.} 

Mr. GRAVES said he thought the voicesof members were 
about equally divided, one-half crying out ‘go on,” and the 
other “rise.” He thought, therefore, he had better proceed. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved that the committee rise, and that 
they agree to dispose of the bill between the hours of 12 and 4 
to-morrow, (Friday.) If thie was not agreed to, he must be ex- 
cused from staying here all night. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS. I am willing to make the bill 
tha eperlel order for to-morrow, and that is all I am willing 
to do. 

Mr. GOODE said to-morrow was set apart under the rules for 
private business. He was op to any arrangement being 
entered intothe other day, and he was equally opposed now. He 
had no confidence in such arrangements. , 

The CHAIR. The motion is thatthe committee rise. If gen- 
tlemen make any arrangement or compromise, that is another 
thing, which cannot be carried on through the CHAIR. 

Mr. TRIPLETT. I make the specific proposition that the 
committee rise without any contract, and that the bill be made 
the special order ofthe day for to-morrow. , 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS. Are we to understand that if the 
Somme rise, the bill shall be made the special order for to- 
morrow . 

The CHAIR. The committee can make no such agreement: 
if made at all, it must be done in the House. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER.” With the leave of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Graves,] I now make the motion that the com- 
mittee rise. 

_ Mr. TRIPLETT. 


tion. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Missiasippi said he was a young mem- 
ber here, but he supposed that all honorable men were willing 
to do what was fair and right. They came there expecting to 
dispose of the bill to-day. Many of them who had remained 
up all night on Tuesday were greatly fatigued, and he knew 
were not prepared to sit up to-night. He proposed, therefore, 
that the committee should rise and report the bill, or, if not re- 
port it, that it should be made thespecial order for to-morrow; 
failing in which, he proposed that they should again go back in- 
to committee. 

Mr. LINCOLN said he had taken no part in this controversy. 
He had not been inclined to interpose any obstacle to the pas- 
gage ofthe bill. He came here this morning prepared to vete 
upon the bill according to the dictates of his own judgment; and 
he did submit to this committee and to the House whether it 
was becoming their character and standing before the nation to 

, be bargaining here upon what they would do on questions of 
propriety. He was willing to sit and vote now, or to come here 
to-morrow and do that which his conscience dictated to him he 
ought, as a Representative of the people, to do in relation to the 
exigencies of the country. But he would neither bargain nor 
be bargained for by any body. Ifthe majority thought proper 
to go through with the bill to night, he was willing to remain 
here and submit to the will of that majority—neither leaving 
his seat nor avoiding bis vote. . 

A voice. Were you here all night?] 

r. L. No,sir; I was not here. I was, by the providence 
of God, laid upon a bed of sickness, and I was brought from my 
bed eariy this morning, and have remained here from that time 
to this, and E wil! remain. But 1 will have nothing to do with 


bargains. 

Mi RHETT excepted to the opinion of the Cuar on the 
point of order, that the committee could not specify a time to 
resume the consideration of the bill. He contended that the 
committee could ask leave to rise and sit again at any designated 
hear, and so froth time to time, until they had completed the 
business before them R 

The question then being about to be put on Mr. Tuompson’s 
mation, 

Mr. CLIFFORD demanded tellers, and Messrs. WELLER and 
Carrer were appointed, who reported—ayes 85, noes 44. 

So the committee rose. ; g 

A metion was then made by Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania, 
that the bill be made the special order for 12 o’clock to-morrow; 
but this was found to come in conflict with a previous special 
order heretofore made, and taking precedence of all other bu- 
sinees; to wit, the report of the Select Committee on the Public 

nting. oe 

It appearing that the report, documents, journal of the eom- 
mittee, &c. would take sometime in printing (as ordered this 
day) forthe use of the House— 


I have already made that distinct mo- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The said report, on motion, was made the special order of the 
day for Thursday of next week. 

And the Treasury Note bill was then made the special order 
for to-morrow (Friday) at 12 o’clock, to take precedence of all 
other business. 

And then the House, at half past 10, p. m. adjourned. 


IN SENAT. 
Tuurspay, March 26, 1840. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented certain papers in relation to the 
claim of the heirs of Robert Fulton; which were laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented a paper in relation to the claim of Dr. 
M- Mangur; which was referred to the Committee on Militaiy 

airs. 

Mr. SEVIER presented a letter from the Secretary of War 
requesting an appropriation for the removal of certain Chero- 
kee Indians in the vicinity of Fort Wayne; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD piesented the petition of citizens of Wiskon- 
sin, praying an appropriation for certain internal improve- 
mens; which was referred to the Committee on Roads and 

Danals. 

Mr. TALLMADGE erry the petition of 245 citizens of 
Niagara county, New York, in favor of a general bankrupt 
law; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, frum the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the memorial of the administrator of John 
B. Fanning, made an adverse report thereon; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

The Senate then went into Executive session for some time, 
and when the dours were opened, 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Finance, to which 
was referred the bill toreduce the drawbacks on refined sugar 
and rum, andto reduce the fishing bounties and allowances in 
proportion to the reduced duties on sugar, molasses, and salt, 
reported the same without amendment. 

On motion by Mr. B. the bill was made the order of the day 
for Monday the 15th of April. 

The bili for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, was then taken up, and, 
the question being taken on the amendment proposed by Mr. 
NorvELL, it was loat—ayes 1, nays 4. 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the bill, hy inserting after 
“Illinois,” the words “east of Vandalia;” which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama proposed to amend the bill, by strik- 
ing out the last section—(the two per cent. clause.) ` 

After some remarks by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, and Mr. 
YOUNG, the bill was postponed, and made the order of the day 
for to morrow. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

The CHAIR submitted the following message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States: 

To the Senate of the United States: g 

I transmit to the Senate, herewiih, copies of official notes 
which have passed between the Secretary of State and the Bri- 
tish Minister, since my last message, on the subject of the reso- 
lutions of the 17th of January. 

M. VAN BUREN. 


WASRINGTON, 26th March, 1840. 
Mr. Fosto Mr. Forsyth. 
; _ Wasuinoton, March 13, 1840. 

The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraurdi- 
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary, has been instructed by his 
Government to make the following communication to the Secre. 
tary of State of the United States, in reference to the boundary 
negotiation, and the affairs of the disputed territory. 

Her Majesty’s Government have had under their consideration 
the official note addressed to the undersigned by the Secretary 
of Btate of the United States, on the 24th of last December, in 
reply w a note from the undersigned of the 2d of November 

receding, in which the undersigned protested, in the name of 
is Government, against the extensive system of aggression 
pursued by the people of the State of Maine withif the disputed 
territory, to the prejudice of the rights of Great Britain, and in 
manifest violation of the provisional agreements entered into be- 
tween the authorities of the two countries at the beginning of 
the last year. . 

Her Majesty’s Government have also had their attention di- 


rected to the public neeese transmitted by the Governor of 
Maine to the istature of the State, on the 3d of January of 
the present year. 


pon a consideration of the statements contained in these 
two official documents, her Majesty’s Government regret to 
find that the principal acts of encroachment which were de- 
nounced and complained of on the part of Great Britain, se far 
from being either disproved, or discontinued, or satisfactorily 
explained by the authorities of the State of Maine, are, on the 
contrary, persisted in, and publicly avowed. 

Her Majesty’s Government have consequently instructed the 
undersigned once more formally to protest against those acts of 
encroachment and aggression. _ 

Her Majesty’s Government claim and expect from the good 
faith of the Government of the United States, that the people of 
Maine shall replace themselves in the situation in which they 
stood before the agreements of last year were signed—that they 
shall therefore retire from the valley of the St. John, and con- 
fine themselves to the valley of the Aroostook; that they shall 
occupy that valley in a temporary manner only, for the pur- 
pose, as agreed upon, of preventing depredations; and that 
they shall not construct fortifications, nor make roads or perma- 
nent settlements. 

Until this be done by the people of the State of Maine, and se 
tong as that people shall persist in the present system of aggres- 
sien, her Majesty’s Government will feel it their duty to make 
such military arrangements as may be required for the protec- 
tion of her Majesty’s rights. And her Majesty’s Government 
deem it right to declare that ifthe result of the unjustifiable pro- 
ceedings of the State of Maine shouid be collision between her 
Majesty’s troops an!l the people of that State, the responsibility 
ofall the consequences that may ensue therefrom, be the what 
they may, will rest. with the people and Government of the Uni- 
ted States. 

The undersigned has been instructed to add to this communi- 
cation, thather Majesty’s Government are only waiting for the 
detailed report of the British commissioners recently employed 
to survey the disputed territory, which report, it was believed, 
would be completed and delivered to her Majesty’s Government 
by the end of the present month, in order to transmjt to the Go- 
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vernment of the Unitéd States a reply to their last proposal upon 
the subject of the boundary negotiation. g 
The undersigned avails himselfef this occasion to renew to 
the Secretary of State of the United States the assurance of his 
distinguished consideration. 
-=€ H. 8. FOX. 


Hon. Jonn Forsytu, &c. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. For. 
EPARTMENT OF STATE, 
. Washington, March 25, 1840. 
The undersigned, Focretary of State of the United States, ac- 
knowledges to have received Mr, Fox’s communication of the 
13th instant, in reference to the boundary negotiation and the 
affairs of the disputed territory. The information given in the 
closing part of it, that a reply to the last proposition of the Uni- 
ted States upon the subject of the boundary may be expected in 
ashort time, is highly gratifying to the President, who has, 
however, given directions to the undersigned in making this ac- 
knowledgment, to accompany it with the expression of his pro- 
fund regrei that Mr. Fox’s note is in no other respect satisfac- 


ry. 

After the arrangements which, in the beginning of last year, 
were entered into on the partof the two Governments with re- 
gard to the occupation of the disputed territory, the President 
had indulged the hope that the causes of irritation whieh had 
grown out of this branch of the subject could have been re- 
moved. Relying on the disposition of Maine tu cooperate with the 
Federal Government in all that conid lead to a pacific adjust- 
ment of the principal question, the President felt confident that 
his determination to maintain order and peace on the border 
wpuld be ful!y carried out. He looked upon all apprehensions 
of designs by the people of Maine to take possession of the ter- 
titory,as wiihout adequate foun ‘ation; deeming it improbable 
that on the eve of an amicable adjustment of the question, any 
portion ofthe American people would, without cause and with- 
out object, jeopard the. success of the negotiation and endanger 
the peace of the country, A troublesome, irritating, and comi- 
paratively unimportant, because subordinate, subject, being thus 
disposed of, tbe President hoped that the parties would be left 
free at once tv discuss and finally adjust the principal question. 
In this he has been disappointed, While the proceedings of her 
Majesty’s Government at home, have been attended with un- 
looked for delays, its attention has been diverted from the great 
subject in controversy by repeated complaints, imputing to a 
portion of the people of the United States designs to violate the 
engagements of their Government; desigus which have never 
been entertained and which Mr. Fox kuows would receive no 
countenance from this Goverament. 

It is to be regretted that at this late hour, so 
much misapprehension still exists on theside of the British 
Government, as to the object and obvious meaning of the ex- 
isting arrangements respecting the disputed territory. The ill 
success which appears to have attended the efforts made by the 
undersigned to convey, through Mr. Fox to her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, more Correct impressions respecting them, calls for 
a recurrence to the subject, and a brief review of the corre- 
spondence which has grown out of it, may tend to remove the 
erroneous Views which prevail, as to the manner in which the 
terms of the arrangements referred to have been observed, 

As Mr. Fox had no authority to make any agreement re- 
specting the exercise of jurisdiction over the disputed 
territory that between him and the undersigned, of 
the th of February, 1839, had for its object some 
provisional arrangement for the restoration and preser- 
vation ef peace in the Territory. To accomplish this 
object, it provided that her Majesty’s officers should not seek to 
expel, by military force, the armed party. which had been sent 
by Maine into the district bordering on the Restuok river; and 
that, on the o'her hand, the Government of Maine would volunta- 
rily, and without needless delay, withdraw beyond the bounds of 
the disputed territory any armed force then within them. Besides 
this, the arrangement had other objects—the dispersion of not- 
rious trespassers, and the protection of public property from 
depredation. In case future necessity should arise for this, the 
operation was to be conducted by concert, jointly or sepa- 
rately, according to agreement betwecn the Government of 
Maine and New Brunswick. : ' 

In this last mentioned respect, the agreement looked to some 
further arrangement between Maine and New Brunswick. 
Through the agency of General Scott, one was agreed to, on 
the 23d and 25th of March following, by which Sir John 
Harvey bound himself net to seek, without renewed instruc- 
tions to that effect from his Government, to take military posses- 
sion of the Territory, or to repel from it by military force the 
armed civil posse, or the troops of Maine. On the part of Maine, 
it was agreed by her Governor that no attempt should be mada 


* without renewed instructions from the Legislature, to disturb 


by armsthe proyince of New Brunswick in the possession of 
the Madawaska settlements, or interrupt the usual communica- 
tions between that and the upper provinces, As to possession 
and jurisdiction, they were to remain unchanged, each party 
holding, in fact, possession of part of the disputed Territory, 
but each denying the right of the other to do so, With that un- 
derstanding, Maine was, without unnecessary delay, to with- 
draw her military force, leaving only, under a land agent, a 
small civil posse, armed or unarmed, to protect the timber re- 
cently cut, and to prevent further depredations. 

In the complaints of infractions of the agreements of 
the State of Maine, addressed to the undersigned, Mr. 
Fox has assumed two positions, which are not au:horized 
by the terms of -those agreements: Ist, admitting the 
right of Maine to maintain a civil posse in the disputed territory 
for the purposes stated in the agreement, he does so with the 
restriction (hat the action of the posse was to be confined with- 
in certain limits; and 2d, by making the advance of the Maine 
posse into the valley of the Upper St. Jolin, the ground of his 
complaint of encroachment upon the Madawaska settlement, 
he assumes to extend the limits of that settlement beyond those 
it occupied at the date of the agreement. g 

The United States cannot acquiesce in eithér of these posi- 
tions. A 

In the first place, nothing is found in the agreer.ent sub- 
scribed to by Governor Fairfield and Sir John Harvey, defining 
any limits in the disputed territory within which ne eee 
of the civi! posse of Maine were to be circumscribe: ere 
of preserving the timber recently cut, and of preventing iur ner 
depredations within the disputed territory, was kp Sa Sah 
State of Maine after her military force shoul ibe 5 
drawn from it; and it was to be accomplished by a civil posse, 
armed or unarmed, which was to contimue in the territory, and 
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Ao operate in every part of it where ite agency might be required 
to protec: tne Umber already cut, and prevent further depreda- 
uone, wiheut aay lingauon whatever, or any reatnic' 

capt euch as might be conatrued inte an attempt to dist 
arma the Province of New Brunswick in her possession of the 
sertiement, or iaterrupt the usual communication 


the cusscieouous discharge of an obligation im- 
ber by a solemn compact, that the ate of Maine 
those aces which have given ries to complaints for 
h no adequate cause is perceived. The undersi feels 
when those acte shall have been cu red by 
as explained in his note to 

and in connectiog with 
n r be viewat as calcula- 
ted w excite the r Majeay’s Govern- 
mem that the faith of existing arrangements is to be broken on 
ine panoi the United States, 

nh regard to the second position assumed by Mr. Fox, that 

the advance of the Maine posse along the valley of the Restook 
to the mouth of Fish River, and into the valley of the Upper Ss. 
Joba, ws at variance with the terme and spirit of the meats 
aie 

r 


Jeragned must observe that if at variance with any of 
provisions, tt could only be with those which secure her 

Majeny's Province of New 

disterd the possession 


newick againet any attempt to 

of the Madawaska settlement, and to in 

terrapt the geval communications between New Brunswick and 
the Upper Provinces. agreement could only have refer- 
ence to the Madawaska settlements as confined within their ac- 
tual limite at the time it wassubscrided. The undersigned, in 
last, stated the reasons way the 
of the Sa John 


Proviaces. itie thua in the exercise of a legitimate | 


t which it passes, could in no proper sens be considered ' 
Paap by in the Madawaska enttiements. Were the United | 


waska settler ents & 


the purposes of her 
ht soon be 


to the Proviace of New Brunswick 
and for a special purpose might, 
by inference quite as plausta, give the junsdijon erer- 


ciwed by ber Majesty’s authorities an extent which 
would present siate of the q s 
long as it could be maintained, equivalent to a decision 
on tbe of the whole controversy in favor of Great 
Britain. If the small settlement at Madawaska on 

north side of the «k. Johos means the whole valley of 
thas river—if'a boom across the Fish river, and a station ofa 
saal en the south side of the 2k. Johna at ibe mouth of 


ing of the agreement, it is 
Bve miles below, wR: there are any fmiations to the preten- 


trespassers, which 


lately witnemed in the disputed territory, and the erecuoa 
of military works for their protection accommodation, of 
which authentic information, recently received at the Depart- 


complaint on the part of the United 
eotonial 


and complicated, from euch emberrassments as with 
which the proceediags of the British authorities cannot fail to 


late agreements 
preservation of 

ion aod 
found itself 
rs, the President cannot 
Det consider that the conduct of the American local authorities 
colonial 


essentially 
only by af well founded apprehension that hostilities must 


ensus. 

With such feelings and convictions, the President could not 
gee, without painful surprise, the attempt of Mr. Fox, under in- 
ardaaions from his Government, to give to the existing siate of 
things a character not by the friendly dixpesition of 
the United states or the conduct of the authorities and people of 
Maine—moch more is he surprieed to find it alleged as a giound 
for s rengthening a military force and ing for a ile 
colliston with the unarm inhabitants of a friendly State, pur- 
suing, within their own borders, their peaceful occupations, of 

p themsoirie in ten roe with cosa agreemema to 
protect porty in ate from unauthorized spo:iation. 

The Present wishes that he could dispel the fear that these 
dark forebodingscan be realised Unless her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment shall forthwith arrest all military interféreoce in the 
question—uniess it shall apply to the subject more determined 
eforu than have hitherto n made to bring the dispute to a 
certain and paaie adjastment, the misfortunes predicted by 
Mr. Fox inthe name of his Government, may most unfortu- 
nately happen. But no apprehension of the consequences al- 
faded to by Mr. Fox can be permitted to divert the Government 
and people of the United Mates from the performance of their 
daty to the State of Maine. That duty is as simple as it is im- 

vive. The construction which is given by her to the treaty 

of 1783 has been, again and again, and in the most solemn man- 
ner, asserted aiso the Federal Government, and must be 
maintained, unless Maine freely consents to a new boundary, or 
unless that eonstraction of the treaty ie found w be erroneous 
the decision of a disinterested and independent tribunal, ss- 
parties for its final adjustment. The President, 

on easuraing the duties of bis station. avowed his determination, 
all other means of negotiation failing, to submit a proposition 
tn the Government of Great Britain to refer the decision of the 


question once more to a third y. 
which have been taken upon the 


In al! the subsequent me; 
subject by his direction, be has been actuated by the same 


g 


ree of construc- | 


o disputed | 


nn aaa a 


:ı posture of affaire 
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epirit. Neither his disposition in the matter, nor his opinion 
aa to the propriety of that course, has undergene any change. 
Bhoukl the fulfilment of bis wishas be defeated either by an 
unwillingnesa on the part of her Majesty’s Government to meet 
the offer of the United States in the spirit in which it 18 made, 
or from adverse circumstances of any description, the Presi- 
dent will, in any event, derive groat satisfaction trom the con- 
sciousness that no effort on his part has been spared lo bring 
the question to an amicable conclusion, and that there hae been 
nothing tn the conduct either of the Governments and people of 
the United Statea, or of the State of Maine, to justify the em- 
oyment of her Majesty’a forces as indicated by Mr. Fox’s 
letter. The President cannot, under such circumstances, ap- 
prehend that the teaponsihility for any consequences which 
may unhappily ensue, will, b tha juat judgment of an impar- 
tial world, be imputed to the United States. 

The undersigned avails himself, &c. &c. &c 


JOH) 
To the Hon. H. 8. Fox, &c. 


Mr. Foslo Mr. Forayth. 
Wasuinoron, March 26, 1840. 

The u her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordi- 
nary and Minister Pienipotentiary, has had the honor to receive 
the official note of yesterday’s date, addressed to him by Mr. 
Forsyth, rere ‘of Btate of the United States, in reply toa 
note dated the 13th inst. wherein the uadersigner|, in conturmity 
with instructions received from his Government, had anew for- 
mally protested against the acts of encroachment and aggree- 
sion which are stil! persisted in by armed bands in the employ- 
ment of the State of Maine within certain portions of the dis- 
puted territory. : : 

Tt will be the duty of the undersigned immediately to trans- 
mit Mr. Forsyth’s note to her Majeaty’s Government in Eng- 
land; and until the statements and propositions which it con- 
tains shall have received the due consideration of har Majesty’s 
Government, the undersigned will not deem it nehi w add any 
further reply thereto, excepting to refer to, and to repeat, as 
he now formally and distincily does, the several declarations 
which it has from time to time been hisduty to make to the 
Government of the United States with reference to the existing 
in the disputed territory, and to record his 
opinion, that an inflexible adhereace tothe resolutions that have 
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| been announced by her Majesty’s Government, for the defence 


of ber Majesty's rights poeding the negotiation of the boundary 
question, Tento ber fajeaty’s Government the only means of 
protecting chose rights from being ina continually aggravated 
manner encroached wpon and violated. 

The undersigned avails himsel! of this occasion to renew t 
the Secrorary of Mate of the United States the assurance of his 


H. 8. FOX. 
The Honorable Jonn Forsyta. &c. &e. &. 

‘After a diecession, in which Messrs. DAVIS, WEBSTER, and 
WILLIA\ 8, qanicipated, the message was referted to the 
Commitee on Relations, and ordered to be printed; and 
10,000 additional copies were 

The Benaie then adjourned 


IN SENATE. 
Famary, March 27, 10. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the Secretary of 
the Navy, made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
in relation to the rank of Charles Wilkes, jr. and William L. 
Hudeon; which was read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented tothe Senate two memorials, very 
nemerously si by the citizens of the State of Michigan, 
praying Congress to pass a general bankrupt law. 

hile up, he would say that he had reason to believe that 
scarcely any difference of opinion existed among the people of 
Michigan on the subject. Ali desired, many of them earnestly 
deai the exercise by Congress of its constitutional power to 
execute a general law of baakrupicy. He himself considered 
it essentidi to the welfare and prosperity of a large portion of 
ed moet industrious and eaterprising citizens of the United 

es. 

The memorials were referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary. 

Mr. N. also presented a memorial from a number of the citi- 
zens of the city and county of Philadelphia, praying that Con- 
gross may inte to affect a mitigation, if not an entire remis 
sion, of the residue of the punishment to which WiLLLAM Lyon 
Mackewais, la'e member of the Provincial Parliament of 
Upper Canada, was sentenced, last fail, by the district court 
of weatern New York, fora violation of the laws uf the United 
States, passed for the preservation of their neutral obligations. 
Mr. N. said that the memoriat was ef a novel and peculiar 
nature; and he was somewhat at a loss what disposition to make 
of it. The prerogative of clemency and mercy, in such cases, 
belonged exclusively to the Executive; and he did not know that 

ess could interfere, by legislative action, in the matter. 
While, therefore, he cordially concurred in the object which the 
memoriali in view, he must submit the appropriate 
direction for the memorsal to take, to the better judg- 
ment of more experienced Senators It wasshort, and he asked 
that it might be read. It was accordingly read; and, after some 
hesitation on the subject, the memorial was, on motion, referred 
to the President of the United States. 

Mr. N. also presented a memorial from Edward S. Deacon, 
of Michigan, praying fer an appropriation for the erection of a 
light house at Port , in that State; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of John McClenaham; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LUMPKIN prosonted a petition numerously signed by 
citizens of Columbus, Georgia, praying the passage ofa ge- 
neral bankrupt law; which was referred to the Committee ou 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from Fulton county, New 
York, praying the passage of a general bankrupt law, to em- 
brace corporations within its provisions; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. , 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from citizens of 
Poughkeepsie, one from Seneca county, and one from West- 
chester county, severally praying the parage of a general 
oe law; which were referred to the Committee on the 

iciary. 

Mr. T also presented the petition of Thomas Amerman; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. T. also presented the memorial of certain shipowners 


and shipinasters of the city of New York, praying that N. P. 
Trist, consul at Havana, may be superseded by a more worthy 
man; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 


tions. : ; i 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of Mary Linn; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. M. also presented the memorial of E. 8. Gardner, agent 
for persona who have claima against the Government for sup- 
plies furnished to the army in Fiorida; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. Bates os . 

Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial signed by 36U citizens of 
Chicago in favor of the passage of a general bankrupt Jaw; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presentod the memorial of Btokes 
and Purdom, praying remuneration for loeses incurred ina mail 
contract; which was referred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads. f . 

Mr. MOUTON presented the memorial of King and Wileun; 
which was referred to the Committee on Private d Claims. 

Mr. M. also presented the petitition ot Robert McCarty, 
which wasteferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
was referred the bill for the relief of Don Carlos Dehault Delas- 
eus, made an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 

tinted. ; 

r The bill for the batter security of the public money in the 
hands of officers and agents of the Govornment, was taken up 
on its third reading. , A : ; 

Mr. HENDERSON moved to recommit the bill, with certain 
netruations; which, after some semarke by WRIGHT, Meaera. 
HENDERSON, SMITH of Indiana, HUBBARD, and PREN- 
TISS, was disagree! to—ayes 10, noes 27. 


‘The bill was then read a third time, and paesed. 
Mr. MERRICK submitted the fullowing motion, which was 
considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of making suitable provision for all 
witlows of officers and eo.diera of the Revolutionary war, who 
have not formed any subeequent matrimonial connection. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

The billfor the continuation of the Cumberland road in the 

States of Ohio, Indiana, and Ilinois, was then -taken up, the 
uestion being on the amondment proposed yesterday by Mr. 
Lay of Alabaina. 

Nr. CLAY addressed the Senate at length in favor of his 
amendment, and against the bill generally, and was replied 
toby Mr. YOUNG and Mr. TAPPAN. 

ithout taking any question, 
The Senate adjourn 


until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Fanar, March 27, 1840. 

Mr. HOWARD roee and asked leave to correct a statement 
in a report from tue Treasu Department respecting the sala- 
ry of the District Attorney o Indiana, and he sent te the CHAIR 
und had ead the following correspondence in explanation of the 
matter, viz: 

Orrrce OF THE SoLiciToR OF THB TREASURY. 
March 2, 1840. 

Em: Ihave had the honor to receive your letter of the 2th, 
requesting a copy or the Clerk’s statement, or other document 
from which the retary states, in a report to Congress, that 
the salary and fees of the Distr ct Attorney of Indiana for the 
year 1839 was 81214. 

In reply I have to state that the report teferred to fis founded 
on reports from the Attorneys, Clerks and Marshals, made di- 
rect to the Secretary. Upon inquiry at that office, lam inform- 
ed that the Clerk, in making up the general report of the Becre- 
tary from the reports cf these several officers, made a mistake 
in the instance to which you refer, by charging the sum of $1214 
tthe District Attorney instead of the Marshal, I inclosa a copy 
of the report to thepSecretary from which the charge was made, 
from which this will be apparent. 

1am, very respectfully, yours, 

__M. BIRCHARD, 
Solicitor of the Treasury. 
The Hon. T. A. HOWARD, 

House of Representatives United States. 


n Manıson, (Indiana,) January 14, 1840. 

Sin: In obedience to your circular of the 30th January, 1839, 
I have the bonor to inform you that the whole amount of money 
received by me as marshal of this district, and by my deputies 
from the 1st of January, 1839, to the lst of January, 1 in- 
cluding per diem allowance during the situnge of the couris, 
mileage, diebursementa, and allother fees, excepting my annual 
salary, isone thousand and fourteen dollars and forty-two cents. 


lam, &c. 
i GAM. TAYLOR, 
United States Marshal Indiana District, 
Honorable Lavi Woopsury, Secretary of the Treasu 


Nots.—Fees as above - - - eLo 42 
Balary - . . - 200 00 
81,214 42 


, TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES of Virginia, the House re- 
solved into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
(Mc. Dawson in the chair,) and took up the Treasury Note 


ill, 

Mr. BARNARD here rose and complained of an article in 
the Globe, censuring his course for detaining the Committee of 
the Whole. The Globe stated that he cccupied the floor from 
the hour of 6 o’clock, instead of 10} o’clock. 

Mr. GRAVES here spoke at great length, and in the course 
of his remarks adverted to the course of Mc. Bracx in relation 
tothe election of public Printer; to which 

Mr. BLACK of Georgia said he did not tise for the purpose of 
making a speech on the merite of the bill now under considera- 
tion, but for the purpose of putting himself right before the 
committee and the country, ina matter which may well be 
called a “ vexed question,” and "about which ja great deal had 
heen said here and. elsewhere; he alluded to the part he bad 
taken in theelection of Printer, and the disposition made by the 
House of the Congressional printing. 1f, in so doing, he placed 
“any man in the wrong, it wae not with the intention of prose- 

cuting an offensive warfare, but simply in justification to him- 
self, and those who had acted with him. This much he feit 
himself imperatively called on to da, from the manner in which 
thegjhonorable gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Grava} had 
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spoken of that transaction, and from the distinct allusions which 
had been made to him in the course of the debate. If he un- 
derstood that gentleman cutrectly, he had deprecated the elec- 
uon of Francis P. Blat to the eflice of Printer; pronounced it 
premature and precipitate; in consequence of which a previous 
Investigation into alieged frauds had been superseded and pre- 
cluded by the House; and that, too, said the gentleman, when 
we were getting along very well and smoothly, by letung out 

he printiag on contract, g 
i Bi, said Mr. B. the gentleman from Kentucky, the Whigs, 
and others, who voted with that gentleman for a certain resolu- 
tion, to which I shal! presently refer, effected indirectly and co- 
verily, by its adoption, that which I did directly and openly, m 
the election which followed. That, and that alone, after all that 

has been said, is the ditlerence between us. 

Sir, let us look to that resolution for a moment. and iecur to 
ite origin and history. Jt was introduced into this House, and 
advocated on its passage, by my colleague, [Mr Dawson.] By 
i, the Cierk of this House, a confirmed Democrat, was ordered 
"o supply some suitable person or persons to execute the ne- 
cesary prin'ing of this House, in the manner prescribed by the 
joint resolution of 1319.” T will not assert that the gentleman 
voed for this resolution; but this much T will eay, that it he 
voced or raised his voice against it in this hall, I was not pre- 
sent, and did not hear him. So far as J am informed, he sat by 
and suffered that resolution, introduced by a gentleman who 
usuaily acts with the Whig party, to pass this House, 
sub silentio not only the first, but the second time, 
if I remember correctly. What, then, was the pur- 
port, the effect, the consequence of that action of the 
House? [It was thata Democratic Clerk should select, ut his 
ophon, snme individual to execute the printing of Congress 
upon the terms fixed by the resolution of 1819. This proposi- 
tion came directly trom the Whig ranks, and was supported 
alike by Whig and Democrat. This, then, was the generally 
received sense of the House, and was acquiescéd in by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky himself, who, it he was present at its 
adoption, said not one word, as 1 have heard, in opposition to 
i. What, sir, was the natural and necessary consequence of 
all this? Every man here, who had his senses about him, 
knew, or ought to have known,that thie same Fracis P. Blair, 
who has been vilified and abused through ali the avenues by 
which detraction can reach the character ofa man, whe:her 
justly or not I will not now stop to inquire, for 1 am 
not his champion. This same heinous and offensive 
Blair, upon the pronosition, and by the votes of 
the Whigs themselves, was indirectly made the Printer of 
this House, without any limitation as to price, gave that impos- 
ed hy the joint resolution of 1519. A'l parties here kuew, as 
weli as I did, that Hron A. GARLAND, the Democratic Clerk of 
the Hovse, tò whom the selection of a Printer was thus refer- 
r d by Colonel Dawson’s resolution, would appoint Mr. BLAIR, 
his politically ally, and who was every way competent to the 
discharge and execution of that trust.” Did this appointment 
disappoint any oneher-? No, sir! Every body well knew who 
aun be made Printer, as soon as the Clerk was entrusted with 
the selection of that officer. 

Under these circumstances, when Mr. Blair was com fortably 
seated in his newly acquired office, for which he was perhaps 
more indebted to the Whigs than the Democrats, 1 had the honor 
to come forward and unsettle this state of things, 80 pro- 
pitions to the Editor of the Globe, and to arrest the 
offiial pationaze which had been indirectly cast upon 
that functionary by Cot, Dawson's resolution. Js not this so? 
I ap eal, said Mr. B. tothe resolution which I subsequenily of- 
fere | upon this subject, and which was adopted by the House; 
by which it will appear that, instead of making the Editor of 
ths Globe the sure and certain recipient of the printing pa- 
tronage, underthe prices of 1519, he was subjected to all the 
contingences and uncertainties of an election, where parties 
are co ne uly balanced, and restricted in the remuneration he 
was to receive for services tosuch terms aid soch a tariffof 
prices as he House, after an investigation of the subject, might 
think proper to adopt. 

Sir, said Mı. B. I have nothing to urge against gentlemen for 
their support of the Editor of the Globe. I supported him my- 
self, not only upon the eccasion referred to, but subee uently, 
at the election, openly and fearlessly, while others hid them- 
gelver behind the responsibility of the Clerk’s appointment. I 
voied for him vira roce, because J believed, all things eonsi- 
dered, he was more entitled to my support than the Editors of 
the National Intelligencer. For this choice between two con- 
tending candidates, I am ready and willing, as1 will do upon 
some future occasion, to answer to my constituents, to whom 
alon“ I hold myself responsible for my acts here. But, sir, this 
1s what J complain of, and herein have I been ba-!ly and un- 
justly treated, and proscribed by some, without even a hearing 
of my case; that while I am rebuke: and condemned by the 
gentleman from Kentucky, and those with whom he is asso- 
ciated, for having participated in the election of Mr. Blair to be 
the Printer of this House, those who voted for Col. Dawson’s 
resolution are either applauded for their patriotiam and consis- 
tency, or at least passed over in commendatory silence. 

Yes, sir; “let it be written on the wall” that thie identical 
Blair, who has heen denouneed by the Whigs for every thing 
odious, bo'h morally and politically. was made the happy reci- 
pient of Government patronage, by a resolution emanatin 
from the Whig ranks, and supported by that party, while 
have been rebuked and condemned for doing that openly, which 
they thought proper to effect indirectly and covertly! “Think 
of that, Master Brook !!” 

The deate was further continued by Measrs. PICKENS, 
EVERETT, FISHER. BELL, SMITII of Maine, MONRO”, 
DAVIS of Ky. MORGAN, RAMSEY, COOPER of Pa. DA- 
VIS of Ta. KEIM, COOPER of Pa. in teply, ALFORD, and 
STANLY, which will be published hereafter; when 

Mr. HABERSHAM submitted the following, to come in as an 
amendment to the end of the second section of the bill: 

“Which notes, so to be issued, shall be negotiable only by 
special en lorsement by. and to, eaeh person through whose 
hands they May pase, subject to the same rules and re trictione 
as inland bills o exchange, payable to order, but without the 
li ibility of the endorser.” 

The question was put on its adoption, anit was disagreed to 
wit outacourt, 

Mr. UNDER WOOD submitted the following amendment: 

Be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be so cor.strued as to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
gury, or any officer of the Government, to make a deposite of 
any amount of Treasury notes with any benk, and to allow such 
back the aceruing interest on the Treasury notes go deposited, 
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and, m conshleration thereof, to acquire the right to check upon 
the bank for the amount, or in any other manner whatever tò 
use the Treasury notes, or any part thereof, which may be issued 
in pursuance of this act, to obtain a loan or advance of money 
upon the credit of such notes, or by a sale thereof, it heing the 
intention of Congress not to auiliorize the issue of Treasury 
notes in favor of any person or persons, except a bona fide cre- 
ditor of the Government. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana demanded tellers to take a 
count on the adoption of this amendment, and Messrs. P. F 
Tuomas and Cragg having been appointed such, reported 
that there were—ayes 69, noes 90, 

So it was rejected. 

Theamendment of Mr. Barnaro,! previously offered, being 
next in onler, as follows: 

“amend by atriking out all after the word ‘notes,’ in the se- 
cond line of the second section, and insert, ‘may be issued by 
the authority of this act, not to exceed, in the whole amount is- 
sued, five millions of dollars; such notes in no case to be made 
for a less sum than one thousand dollars, and to be isaued no 
faster than shall be demanded, as a means of borrowing money 
for the exigencies ofthe Treasury.’ ” 

Mr. BARNARD made a few remarks in explanation of the 
principles of his amendment; when 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia said he was willing to accept that 
part of the amendment which limits the iseue to the wants of the 
Government; but was opposed to the restrictlon as to the deno- 
mination of the notes. 

Mı. CRABB suggested to Mr. BARNARD to leave the denomi- 
nation of the note blank; to which suggestion he yielded. 

The CHAIR said the question would be on filling the blank ; 
when 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved to fill it with $10. 

Mr.R GARLAND named $50. 

Mr. CHINN nane? $20. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia named $100. 

Mr. BARNARD named $500 

All which proposiuons to fill the blank were taken up in their 
order, and rejected. 

The question being on the amendment, after a few remarks 
from Messrs. R. GARLAND, JON r8, KING, and F,. LLMORE, 

the question was taken by tellers, an! disagreed to. 

Mr. PROFFIT submitted an amendment, praying to appro- 
priate $450,000 of the notes to be issued, to the completion of 
the Cumberland roadin Ohio, Indiana and Wlinoie, 

Messrs. PROFFIT, WICK, RARIDEN, and MASON, made 
a few remarks in favor of the amendment, which will be 
published hereafter, and 

Mc. JONES of Virginia appealed to the mover not to em- 
barrass the passage of this bill, by an effort to attach to it an 
amendment relating to a question of which many of the 
‘riends of the bill now before the committee had constitutional 
objections. He suggested that it wold be much better to leave 
the question of the Cumberland road a'one, until the bill 
which was now before the Senate, for that object, should be 
sent to the House. a 

The question heing on the adoption of the amendment, 

Mr. RARIDEN called for tellers to take a count. 

Messrs. STEWART and HUBBARD having been appointed 
such, reported that there were—uyes 71, nays 87. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr COOPER of Georgia submitted the following as an ad- 
ditionla! section to the bill: 

Sec 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be hereby authorized and instructed to eeli the 
bonds of the United States Bank of Pennsylvania belonging to 
the Government, at the best market price, and place the proceeds 
to the credit of the Treasury of the United States: and that said 
sum, when realized, shall operate to diminish the amount of 
Treasury notes hereby authorized to be issued, ın a sum equal 
thereto. 

The question on its adoption was put, and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY offered an amendment, fixing the 
lowest denomination of notes at ten dollars; which was lost 
without a count. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST submitted the 
and it was ere DAs to without a count: 

“Btrike out from the second section all between the word ‘is- 
sued,’ in the third line, and the word ‘fine,’ in the fifth line, and 
insert in lieu thereof the following: ‘Not exceeding in amount 
the aggrega‘e of” 

Mr. CURTIS offered the following amendments asa substi- 
tute for the second section of the bill, viz: 

Sec. 2. That the amount of Treasury notes authorized to be 
issued by the provisions and regulationsof the said act shall not, 
in the aggrega e of all the issues thereof, exceed the amount of 
five millions of dollars; and the same may be redeemed sooner 
than one year. if the meansof the Treasury shall permit, by 
giving sixty days’ notice; and no interest to be allowed thereon 
after the expiration of sixty days. 

After a few remarks from Mr. GRAVES as to what amount 
the Secretary would be enabled to issue in the course of the year 
under the hill, 

Mr. JONES said the bill had been printed, and every gentle- 
man hal been affurded an opportunity to scrutinize its provi- 
sions; and it seemed to him there contd be no misunderstanding 
in relation to it. I: only gives the Secretary the power to keep 

out five millions for the year, and did not, as sume gentleman 
seemed to ruppose, give him the power to cancel and reissue. 

The question was then taken, and the amendment was disa- 
greed to withouta count. 

The question was then taken on the substitute for the bill, 
submitted by Mr. Kine of Ga. providing for five millions by 
loan, bearing legal interest; which was, however, disagreeded tu 
without a cotnt. 

Mr. R. GARLAND submitted the following as an additional 
section to the bill. 

Beit further enacted, That an aécount shall be keptin the 
Treasurer's office, of each note issued under the provisions of 
this act, and of the number of times each note shall be reissued; 
also, of each note that shall be issued in the place of any note 
previously issued. E 

Mr JONES said the original bill already provides thatan ac- 
count shali be kept of the number of the notes issued. This bill, 
as he before said, dees not provide fora reissue; but simply 
gives ‘he Secretary powee to issue five millions in such propor- 
tions es the wants of the Government demand, and to keep itout 
during the year. A 

Tie amendment was then dieagreed to without a count, 

On mo:żion of Mr. JOES of Virginia, the committee then rose 
and reported the bill to the House; when i 


following amendment; 


< Jackson, J. Johnson, C. Johnson, 


. Ryall, 


| son, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, 


293 


Mr. EASTMANaaid, that, since a member of this House, this 


was the first time he had been able to obtain the floor. He 
had made the attempt on two or three previous occasions, but 
had been unsuccessful. He believed it to be the duty of every 
gentleman, at all times, to make such a speech as would most 
conduce to the interest of his constituents and of the country. 
ile should himself pursue that course now; and in accordance 
with those views he now moved the previous question, which 
was seconded; and 


The question then being, “Shall the main question be now 
ut 


3 
Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and naye; which 
were ordered and were—yeag 105, neys fo, as follows: 

YEAS.—Meesrs. Alford, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. But- 
ler, William O. Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Carr, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Mark A. Coo er, Wm. 
R. Cooper, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, Dawson, Dickerson, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, For- 
nance, Galbraith, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, J. Hastings, Hawkins, 
Hill of N. ©. Hillen, Holleman, Holmea, Hoox, Hubbard, 

1 Nat. Jones, J. W. Jones, 

Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McCiellan, McCalloch, McKay, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morrie, 
Newhaid, Nisbet. Parrish, Parmenter Paynter, Prentiss, Ram- 
sey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, 
Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Vanderpoel, David D. 
Wagener, Watterson, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williama, 
and Worthington—106. 

NAYS—Meszre. Adams, J. W. Allen, Andrews, Raker, Bar- 
nard, Bell, Bond, Botts, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, 
Carter, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, James Cooper, Corwin, 
Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Cutis, Cushing, John W. Davis, 
Garret Davis, Deberry, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Fillmore‘ 
Rice Garland, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, Green, Ha- 
bersham, William 8. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, 
Howard, James, Charles Johnston, Kempshati, incoln, Mc- 
Caity, Marvin, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Pa- 
len, Pope, Proftit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridg- 
way, Russel, Saltonstall. Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Waddy Thomp- 
Warren, John White, 
Wick, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, and Christopher H. Williams—79. 

So the main question was ordered to be put; which main 
question was: “Shall the bill be ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading?’ 

Mr BANKS wished to see, after so much opposition, who was 
really opposed to the bill, and demanded the yeas and nays on 
the engrossment, which were ordered, and were—yeas 115, nays 
76. as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Adams, J. Allen, II. J. Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyi, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 8. H. Rutler, 
William O. Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Carr, Casey, 
Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Conner, M. A. Co per, 
W R. Cooper, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, Jahn W. Davie, 
Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Fine, 
Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
J. Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holle- 
man, Holmes, Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jamecon, 
Joseph Johnson, C. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W° 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, 


McCulloh, McKay, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W., Morris, 
Newliard, Nisbet, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Prentiss, 
Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward Ro; ers, James 


Rogers, Ryall, Samuela, Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Ewearingen, Sweney, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp. 
son, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watterson 
Weller, ick, Jared W. Wiliams, Henry Williama, an 
Worthington—115. 

NAYS—Mesers. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Bell, Bond, Botte, Brockway, Anson Brown, Cal. 
houn, Carter, James Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Garret Davis, Dawsòn, Deberry, 
Dillet, Edwards, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentr , Gog: 
gin, Goode, Graham, Graves, Green, Iabers am, William 
S. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hopkins, James, C, 
Johnston, Kempshall, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, 
Monroe, Morgan, Calvar Morris, Naylor, Osborne, Palen, 


Pope, Profit, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, ay, Russell 
Sa tonstall, Blade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Sore Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson. Tillinghast, Triplet, Trum. 


bull, Warren, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, Joseph L. Wiliams, and Christopher H. Wil: 
liams—76 

Ro the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

The question now being on the passage of the bill, 

Mr. PROFFIT moved to recommit the bill, with inatruetions 
requiring the committee of Ways and Means to report an 
amenilment to the bill, appropriating 8450.000 fer continuing 
the Cumberland road in Ohio, Indiana, and Ulinols, 

Mr. BANKS said the amendment wasa violation of the tule; 
but he moved the previous question} whith was seconded. 

Some conversation here arose hetween the SPEAKER and, 
Messra. ADAMS, RARIDEN, and PROFFIT, an të the effect o 
the previous qucstion, whether it brought the Huuse to a vote off 
the motion to recommit, or on the passage of the bill; when 

_The SPEAKER decided that, under the operation of the pre- 
vious question, the main question Would be, “shall the bill pase?”? 
Consequently, those who voted against ordering the main ques 
tion, voted for the rejection of the bill. 

he vote was then taken on the question, “shall the maia 
question be now put?” and decided in the affirmative—yeas 100, 


nays 66. 

EAS—Mesers. Alford, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderaon, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Bracke e : 
Brewster, A.V. Brown, A. G. Brown, Burke, W. O. Bar er, T 
num, Cnapman, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Donner, T ‘ 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Crary, Cross, Jana, aee) 
Dawson, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Dunean, a ber ham 
Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Galbraith, Gogein, Graham, Ha dg am, 
Hammond, Hand, Joha Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of Va. Hilt 
oN G. Hiilen, Holieman, Holmes, Mopkins, Hubbard, Jaek- 


son, Jameson, Joa, Joknson, Cave Johneon, Neth’! Jones, 4 


W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya. Montgomery, Sarauel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Palen, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Prentiss, 
Ramsey, Rhett, Rives, E. Rogers, J. Rogers, Ryall, Samvfels, 
Shaw, Albert Sm th, John Smith, Siarkweather, Steenrod, 
Sirong, Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaicrro, Taylor, 
Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Tumey, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Warren, Watter- 
son, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthing- 
ton—106. ? 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Bell, 
Botts, Brockway, Calhoun, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chittenden, 
Clark, James Cooper, Corwin, Cransten, Crockett, Curtis, 
John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dillet, Edwards, Fillmore, 
Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goode, Graves, Green, William 
S: Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Howard, James, Kemp- 
shall, Leet, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Mor- 
gan, Nay!or, Osborne, Pope, Proffit, Randolph, Rayner, Rey- 
nolds, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Stuart, F. Thomas, Tillinghast, Triplett, Weller, 
John White, Wick, Thomas W.Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Williams—66. s 

So the House determined that the main question should be 
put; which main question was, “shall the bill pass?’ 

Mr. BIDDLE demanded the yeas and nays on that question; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 110, nays 66, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Beaty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, William 
O. Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chapman, 
Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John W. Davis, Dicker- 
son, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl,"Eastman, Fine, Floyd, Gal- 
braith, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of 
North Carolina, Hilen, Holleman, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leailhetter, Leet, 
Leanard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, MuCulloh, McKay, 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Pren- 
tise, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, James 
Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney. Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, 
Wicko gred . Wiliams, Henry Williams, and Worihing- 
ton—110. 

NAYS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, Pell, 
Biddle, Botts, Brockway, Calhoun, Carter, Chittenden, Clark, 
James Cooper, Corwin. Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, Garret Davis, 
Dawson, Dillett, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, 
Graham, Graves, Green, Habersham. William 3. Hastings, 
Hawes. Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hopkins, James, Kempshall, 
King, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Morgan, 
Naylor, Osborne, Palen, Pope, Proffit, Randolph, Rariden, 
Rayner, Ridgway, Saltonstall, Stade, T uman Smith, Stanly, 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Triplett, 
Warren, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
and Joseph L. Williams—66. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. RHETT moved that, when the House adjourn, it adjourn 
to meet on Moaday next, at 12 o’clock. 

Mr: RUSELL demanded the yeas and nays; which were not 
ordered. 

-On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, the question was then taken by 
tellers, and, there being but 89 ayes and 27 noes, no quorum vot- 
ing, the motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. R. GARLAND, 

The Houce then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, March 28, 1840. 


Mr. LINCOLN, by universal consent, laid before the House, 
and had referred to the appropriate committee, cettain matters 
relating to the publication, under contract, of the Biennial Re- 

ster. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, in accordance with previous notice given, 
and on leave, introduced a bill to establish certain post routes in 
and through the Territory of Towa, and to certain others therein 
mentioned; which was read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

-Mr. KEIM made an ineffectual effort to introduce a resolution 
assigning rooms to the several committees of which he was a 
member. 

Mr. HOWARD of Indiana, by universal consent, presented 
certain petitions in relation to the extension of the pre-emption 
laws; which were referred to the committee having charge of 
petitions on the same subject. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Secreta- 
ry of War, transmitting a report and estimate for a harbor at the 
mouth of Root river, near Racine, on the west shore of Lake 
Michigan, Wiskonsin Territory, made in obedience to instruc- 
tions inferred from a letter from the Colenel of the Corps of 
Topographical Engineers, dated 17th October, 1839, to Lorenzo 
Janes, and others, of Racine, Wiskonsin Territory; which was 

On motion of Mr. CROSS, referred to the "Comunittes on 
Commerce. 

Also, Jaid before the House depositions from the city of New- 
ark, in rtlation to the New Jersey election. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina moved that they be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. R. GARLAND objected; which, having caused some 
conversation between Messrs. CAMPBELL, STANLY, and 
R. GARLAND, as to the propriety of the reference, they were 
ordered to lie on the table till Tuesday next. 

The FPEAKER announced the unfinished business of the 
morning hour to be the resolution heretofore reported by Mr. 
CAMPBELL of South Carolina, from the Committee of Elections, 
to print all the testimony in relation to the contested election in 

the State of New Jersey, to which an amendment had been 
heretofore offered by Mr. R. GaRLANp to print the testimony 
received since the report of the said committee was made. 

, Mr. PRENTISS rose and asked leave of the House to make 
a remark or two applicable to the allegation against him, made 
by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Morean] in his speeeh 
. of yesterday, when in Committee of the Whole on the Treasury 
Note bill. No objection being made, Mr. P. went on to say that 
he had learned this morning, from verbal sources, that his col- 
league, in speaking of him, had stated that he (Mr. P.) was the 
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editor of a Federal newspaper which opposed the last war,and '! tion of a court-nouse; 


with othera of his political associates, he had rejoiced at the vic- 
tories of the enemy over the American arms. It was true, Mr. 
P. said, that he was a Federalist at the period referred to, and 
that he edited apaper which sustained Federal doctrines. The 
reason was that he was born and bred in Massachusetts, the hot 
bed of Federalism, and that it took time and reflection to eradi- 
cate early impressions. He did oppose the declaration of wal, as 
having been made prematurely and without adequate prepara- 
tion for 2 contest with such a powerful nation as England; but 
he utterly denied that he evera poscd the war afier the con- 
flict began. So much in regard to the imputation of being a 
Federalist, and opposing the war in the columns of his paper. 
Now, in regard to the allegation of having “rejoiced at the vic- 
tories of the enemy over the American arms.” | During the 
canvass for a seat on this fleor, in the year 1836, the Whig pa- 
per in his (Mr. P’s) district, did make a charge of the same cha- 
racter as that reiterated by his colleague, and it was promptly 
refuted and falsified hy the signatures of foerteen of 
he most respectable citizens of the piaco where he (Mr. P.) 
resides, who were residents during the whole of the war, and 
three of them [Messrs. Groves, Nicholls, and Russell) 
members of the Whig Central Corresponding Committee of the 
county, the latter of whom was a member of the late Harris- 
burg Convention, which nominated General Harrison for Pre- 
sident. The charge is in all respects untrue, and he (Mr. P.) 
had the record at home to prove itto beso. One weid more, 
and Mr. P. had done. He confessed his Federal prepossessions, 
until the year 1821, when light beamed upon his mind, and he 
had since given his best services to the Democratic interest, as a 
matter of principle. The political sin was repented of, and 
the intelligent electors of Democratic Otsego had pronounced 
their forgiveness, by twice deputing him to 1epresenting them 
on this floor. 

Mr. MEDILL, who was entitled to the floor, made an able 
vindication of the majority of the Committee of Elections, 
from the charges which had been made against it by Messrs. 
Borts and FitiMore, in their speeches, and in their minority 
report. His speech will be published hereafter. He had not 
concluded at the expiration of the morning hour, at which 
time 

The House proceeeded to the consideration of bills on the pri- 
vate calendar; fwhen'the following engrossed bills on the Speak. 
er’s table were taken up, read the third time, and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Zachariah Jellison; 

A bill for the relief of Bates and Lacon; 

A bill for the relief of James W. Osborne; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel D. Walker, of Baltimore; 

A bill for the relief of Chostelain and Pouvert; 

A bill forthe reliefof Ebenezer A. Lester; 

A bill for the relief of Nicholas Hedges; 

A bill for the relief of Ebenezer D. Lobdell; 

A bill for the relief of Richard Booker, and others; 

A bill for the relief of John Howe; 

A bill for the relief of John Wilkinson; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas W. Taylor. 

A bill for the relief of James Cox; 

A bill for the relief of Chauncey Calhoun; 

A bill for the relief of Gamaliel E. Smith; 

A bill for the relief of Cornelius Tiers; 

A bill for the relief of John Underwood; 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Thompson; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown; 

Aa for the relief of įSylvester Phelps and heirs of Charles 
mdon; 

A hill for the relief of John T. Addoms; 

A bill forthe relief of Captain John Downes; 

A bll for the relief of Benjamin C. Roberts; 

A bill for the relief of Boggs and Thompson, Robert and Tho- 
mas Hfutchinson, and others; 

A bill for the relief of Meigs D. Benjamin and Co.; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Wickham; 

A hill for the relief of John M. Jacquelin; and 

Abill forthe relief of George Willis. 

Engrossed bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown came up 
i M on TIERTON d Mr REY 

r. ATI spoke in o ition ani r REY- 
NOLDS in favor of, the bill. PES i 

Mr. SMITH of Maine said the debate cost more than five 
hundred dollars per hour, which was considerably more than 
the claim amounted to, of the justness of which there could be 
no questien, and which he was in favor of, and therefore moved 
the previous question; which was seconded, and, 

The question then being, “Shali the main question be or- 
dered?” 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays; which were not 
ordered, and, 

The main question having been ordered, which main question 
was, “Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. GRIFFIN demanded the yeas and naya; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 74, nays 63. 

So the bill was passed. 

The bill for the relief of John M. Jaquelin came up in ite 
order, and was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The consideration of several other bills was then postponed 
till Saturday next; after which, 

Mr. LEET said the members were very much fatigued, from 
their protracted sessions this week, and it was now 3 o'clock; 
he would therefore move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 45, nays 70. Noquorum voting. 

Mr. TURNEY moveda call of the Hoase, which was not 
ordered; when 

On motion of Mr. GATES, and the yeas and nays not having 
been ordered, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, March 30, 1840. 

Mr. WALL presented a petition of John Johnston, late Ta- 
dian agent; which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 

iciary. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial praying for the imposi- 
tion ofa duty on foreign silks; which was referredto the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memoriat of Mrs. Thompson, 
widow of Lieut. Colonel Thompson, praying remuneration 
for sums expended by him; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. B. also presenteda memoria} from citizens of Newton 
county, Missouri, praying for a grant of land for the construc- 


N 


which was referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of a number of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that bounty lands may be 
granted to the commissioned officers of the last war. with 
Great Britain; which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. g 7 : i 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial praying for the imposi- 
tion ofa duty on foreign silks; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. : OE ; 

Mr. B. also presenteda memorial from citizens of Philadel- 
hia, praying fora mitigation of the puuishment of Wiliam 

on Mackenzie; which was ordered to be sent to the President 
of the United States. : y et 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from citizens of 
Onondaga county, New York, praying for the passage of a 
general bankrupt law; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. van, S 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial signed by a number 
of citizens of Boston, praying the passage of a general bank- 
rupt law; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. ; f 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented a memorial, praying for the 
imposition of a duty on silk; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. $ EN 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from citizens of Monroe 
county, Ohio, praying for the construction of a road from the 
valley of the Eiscissippi river to that of the Columbia river; 
which was referred to the Select Committee on the Oregon 
Territory. i 

Mr. T. also presented resolutions passed by the General As- 
sembly of the State of Ohio, in relation to the currency, and 
instructing their Senators, and requesting theit representatives 
to vote for the Independent Treasury bill; which, after some 
remarks hy Mr. T. were read, and ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. . j $ 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, to which was 
referred the petition of John Bosworth, made an adverse re- 
port thereon; which was orde. ed to be printed. 

Mr. ROBINSON, fromthe Committee on the Post Office 

and Post Roads, to which was referred the resolution on the 
subject, reported a bill relative to the transportation of the 
mail in steamboats; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 
Mr. {iURBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
was referred the memorials of A. P. King and Henry Lucas, 
made a favorable report theieon, accompanied by bills; which 
were severally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the memorial of Benjamin L. Carleton, 
made an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 

rinted. 
P Mr. T. also, from the same committee, made an adverse re- 
port on the petition of William Ramsey; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, to which was 
referred . 

The petition of 'Thomas R. Saunders; 

The petition of the widow of William Ross; 

The petition of Elisha Bentley; and 

The petition of Lewis Newrisha; 7 
made adveiss reports thereon; which were ordered to be 

rinted. 

r Mr. P. also, from the same commitiee, to which was referred 
the memorial on the subject, reported a bill for the relief of 
Pamela Allen, widow of Samuel Allen; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office, to which was referred the bill for the relief of 
James Herron, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. BENTON presented some papers in relation to the im- 
pee of sugar and molasses; which were ordered to be 

rinted. 

p Mr. B offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a select committee of three members be ap- 
pointed to make a legal and documentary report, founded up- 
on laws and documents on the origin-and character of the fishing 

bounties and allowancee,and to show the reason and motive for 
granting the same, with an accurate reference to every law and 
document quoted and relied upon, and that the said committee 
be appointed by the CHAIR 

The resolution was considered aud adopted, and the CHAR. 
appointed the following Senators as said committee: 


Mr. BENTON, 
Mr. DAVIS, and 
Mr. ANDERSON. 


Mr. HUBBARD offered the following resolution, which was 
unaniimousty agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Recpetary of the Senate be directed to 
purchase twenty copies of the third volume of Reports on Fi- 
nance, for the use of the Senate chamber, the Secretary’s of-. 
fice, and the different committees of the Senate; provided, that 
gaid third volume can be purchased without taking the first 
two aaah: with which the Senate have already been aup- 

lied. 

p The various bills passed by the House of Representatives on 
Saturday, and which were noticed in the Globe ofthat date, were 
taken up and referred to their appropriate committees with 
the exception of the 

TREASURY NOTE BILI. 

The bill additional to the act on the subject of Treasury notes 
being taken up, 

Mr. HUBBARD said this bill had been passed by the House 
as it was reported by ‘the Committee of Ways and Means, a 
printed copy of which had been placed on each Senator’s desk, 
and the Committee on Finance had taken the bill under their 
consideration, and agreed to report it to the Senate without 
amendment, and directed him to ask that it be made the special 
order of the day at one o’clock. 

Mr. YOUNG hoped that the Cumberland road bill might be 
taken up, and informally passed over, so that no other bill than 
the present might take precedence of it on the calendar. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that if his motion prevailed, the Cum- 
berland road bill would come up immediately when this bill was 
disposed of. 

Mr. YOUNG assenting tothe arrangement, the bill was made 
the special order, and the hour of ore having arrived, it was 
taken up. and 

Mr. HURBARD stating that the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance [Mr. Wricnt] being prevented from attending the 
Senate by the severe indisposition of hia family, it had unex- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


295 


ee nnn nnn en 


pectedly devolved upon him to explain the principles and pro- 
visions of the bill, which having done, tees 

And añer a debate, in which Messrs. WEBSTER, HUB. 
BARD, SMITH of Indiana, BENTON, PRESTON, and BU- 
CHANAN, participated, the bill was put upon Hts paasigei and, 
on the question, “Shall this bill pass?” it was decided in the af- 
firmatives—ayes 25, noes 5, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, Pierce, Roane, Ro- 
bingon, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Sturgeon, Tall- 
madge, and Young—~5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Da- 
vis, Merrick, Preston, Ruggles, and White—3. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monoay, March 20, 1940. 

Mr. KING of Georgia observed that his attention had been 
directed to a paragraph in the Georgia Constitutionalist, from 
which he learned that, in the list of yeas and nays on the final 
passage of the resolution admitting the New Jersey members to 
their seats, his name was omitted on the journal. He was cer- 
tainly present in the House and voted en that occasion, and vo- 
ted in the negative. He asked permission of the House, there- 
fore, to have the journal corrected by the insertion of his name 
in the proper place. 

Mr. CRAIG submitted to the gentleman whether it would not 
be better to submit to this slight inconvenience than to seta 
dangerous precedent. If the omission had occurred only a day 
or two ago, there would be no inconvenience in correcting the 
journal: but he thought that going so far back to make a correc- 
tion would be liable to serious objections. 

Mr. KING said a few words in reply; after which, the motion 
was agreed to, and the journal corrected accordingty. 

Mr. WICK offered the following resolution, which, by general 
consent, was consilered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands inquire 
into the expediency of attaching so much of the Miama Re 
serve in Indiana as has been purchased from the Indians to the 
proper land districts, dividing the same so as best to suit the 
convenience of purchasers, and report a bill accordingly. 

This being the day set apart under the rule for the reception 
ef petitions, 

The SPEAKER stated that the first business in order was the 
question on the appeal taken by the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Barnarp] from the decision of the Cuair that the 
petition presented by that gentleman on praying that Florida 
should not be admitted into the Union so long as its Constitu- 
tion tolerated the institution of slavery, came within the rule 
in relation to Abolition petitions, and could not be received. 

Mr. ANDREWS said the time was when te should have 
been pleased to have an opportunity afforded him to discuss the 
question of Abolition; but as he was fully satisfied with the de- 
cision ef the House upon this subject, and asa discussion would 
be very injurious to the public business, he moved the pre- 
vious question on the appeal; which was seconded, and 

The main question having been ordered, which waz, “Shall 
the decision of the Speaker stand as the judgment of the 
House?” it was determined in the affirmative. So the decision 
of the Cuar wasaffirmed. 

The call of the States for petitions was continued, com- 
mencing with the State of New York, where the call was ar- 
rested on the last petition day; when 

Petitions were presented by. Messrs. HOFFMAN, and on be- 
half of Mr. GRINNELL, FILLMORE, RUSSELL, HUNT, 
CHARLES JOHNSTON, CURTIS, CHITTENDEN, GATES, 
FINE, KEMBLE., MARVIN, MONROE, MORGAN, DOIG, 
STRONG, HAND, CHITTENDEN, FLOYD, LEONARD, 
KEMPSHALL, DANA, EARL, BREWSTER, and PALEN, of 
New York. 

Mr. GATES presented a petition praying Congress to pass a 
law prohibiting the use of ardent spirits in the army and navy, 
and its sale in the Capitol. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to lay it on the table; which was disa- 
greed to. 

Mr. GATES moved to refer it to a Select Committee; which 
motion was lost, on a count—ayes 46, noes 67, 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. RAMSEY moved to refer it to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

ir. CROCKETT said, if it was in order, he would move to 
lay it on the table. 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order, inasmuch as 
the House had juet refused to lay it on the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he thought the House had enough to do, 
wi hout converting the Congress of the nation intoa temperance 
society. He hoped the petition would Le disposed of sum- 
marily. 

Mr. REED suggested that so much of it as related to the navy 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs; so much as re- 
lited to the army, be referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
faits; and so much as related to the sale of ardent spirits in the 
Capitol, be referre} to a Select Committee. 

Mr. GATES gave his assent to the proposed disposition. 

Mr. HUBBARD wished to know whether they had the con- 
stitutional power to organize the House into a temperance so- 


ciety. 

The SPEAKER said, under the rule, the petition must lie 
over, having caused debate. 

Mr. GATES presented petitions npon the subject of slavery; 
andhe wished to have it entered on the jouinal that he had 
presented such petitions, and that the SpeaKer decided that, un- 
der the rule, they could net be received. 

_ The SPEAKER said he could not make such entry on the 
journal. Ithad never been the practice to note propositions 
there which had not been received by the House. 

Mr. ADAMS contended that it was aright sacred to every 
Member, to present the petitions committed to their charge. 
The House could not, by any rule, deprive a member of the 
right to present any petition, and have the decision of the 
Breaker andthe House upon it. Todeny it would be to de- 
prive a member of one of his most sacred rights under the Cor- 
l Mr. CHAPMAN 

rC MAN i terrupted Mr. A. and inqui 
Ae sahieci before the Atal es r. A. and inquired what was 

The C'TAIR said he was under the impression that the gen- 
tleman from Massachuse 1s was going to take an appeal from 
his decision; il not, he was out of order. 

Mr. ADAM $ said he had taken an appeal on the last petition 
day, end it was to that he was speaking. f 


The CHAIR replied that that appeal had been decided, and 
the decision of the Carr was affirmed. 

Mr. ADAMS said, then 1 will appeal again. E do not intend 
that the subject shali be passed on so unceremoniously. Mr. 
A. then appealed from the decision of the CHAIR. 

The SPEAKER cited decisions of his predecessors, which 
were sustained by a large vote of the House, that no notice 
should be taken on the journal of petitions which were not re- 
ceived under the rule. 

Mr. ADAMS made some few further remarks in support of 
his appeal, contending that the decisions cf the former Speaker 
were given under different rules and circumstances. 

Mr. FINE said he had had in his possession for some time,ma- 
ny petitions which he had not been afforded an opportunity to 
resent and to effect that object and to save the time of the 
iouse, he would move the previous question. 

The SPEAKER reiterated his decision that he could not en- 
tertain any motion in relation to petitions which were not re- 
ceived under the rule. 

The previous question was then seconded; and the main 
question having been ordered, which main question was “shall 
the decision of the Cate stand as the judgment of the House?” 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays; which were order- 
ed, and were yeas 119, nays 29—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Alford, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, Hugh 
J. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Black, Black- 
weil, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Wm 
O. Butler, John Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, 
Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, 
Wm. R. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Craig. Crockett, Cross, 
Cushing, Dana, John W. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dellett, 
Doan, Doiz, Dromgoole, Earll, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Fletcher, Fioyd, Galbraith, Rice Garland, Griffin, Habersham, 
Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Joho Hill 
of North Carolina, Hillen, Holmes, Took, Hopkins, Hub. 
bard, Hunt, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, King, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Miller, Mitchell, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Paynter, Ramsey, Rhett, Edward Rogers, 
Jas. Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, Albert Smith, Stanly, 
Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
W. Thompson, J. Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, 
Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Weller, John White, 
Wick. Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher 
H. Williams, and Worthington. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Baker, Broekway, Calhoun, Chit- 
tenden, Curtis, Edwards, Everett, Gates, Giddings, Goode, 
Hal, Wm. 8 Hastings, James, Kempshail, Lincoln, Morgan, 
C. Morris, Ogle, Palen, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Saltonstall, 
pale John Smith, Trfman Smith, Tillinghast, and Trum- 
bull—29, 

So the decision of the CHa was sustained. 

Mr. MARVIN presented a petition from sundry citizens of 
Cataraugus county, New York, praying that the House may 
rescind the rule for the non-reception of Abolition petitions; 
which Mr. M. moved to refer to a select committee. 

Mr. BANKS moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. JAMES demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas &, nays 49, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Blackwell, Burke, William O. Butler, John Campbell, 
Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Con- 
ner, Mark A. Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craiz, Crary, 
Croas, Dana, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Doig, Dromgoole, Earll, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, Fornance, 
Galbraith, Graves, Griffin, Habersham, John Hastings, Haw- 
kins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Hopkins, Joseph John- 
son, Nathanie! Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leonard, Lucas, 
McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Pickens, Ramsey, Rhett, Robinson, 
James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, 
Strong, Stuart, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Francis 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Vanderpoel, Vroom, John 
Jared W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wiliams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Worthington—o4. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Baker, Bond, Briggs. Brockway, 
Calhoun, Chittenden, Corwin, Cranston, Cushing, Davee, 
Everett, Fillmore, Fletcher, Floyd, Gates, Giddings, Goode, 
Hall, Hand, William S. Hastings, Henry, James, Charles 
Johnston, Kempshail, Lincoln, Lowell, Marvin, Morgan, C. 
Morris, Ogie, Osborne, Parmenter, Peck, Randall, Randolph, 
Reed, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, Slade, John Smith, 
Truman Smith, Storrs, Tillinghast, Trumbull, Underwood, 
‘Thomas W. Williams, and Henry Williams—49. 

Mr. MORGAN presented a petition praying for the abo- 
lition of the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

The CHAIR decided that it could not be received under the 


rule. 

Mr. MORGAN read the rule, and contended that there was no- 
thing in the rule which related to the slave trade in the Dis- 
teict of C .lumbia, thongh it referred to the slave trade in the 
Territories. 

Mr. ADAMS was of the same opinion, and {took an appeal 
from the decision of the CHAIR. 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. GIDDING was going on to debate the merits of the 
question of slavery, when 

Mr. COOL ER of Georgia called him to order. He was de- 
hating the merits of slavery, instead of endeavoring to show that 
the rule was not applicable to petitions praying the abolition of 
the slave trade in the District. He hoped he would be confined 
strictly to the question before the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS then proceeded to show that the District of 
Columbia was not a Territory; and that the rule for that reason 
gid not include petitions of the above character. Ie further en- 
deavored to show that the rule was so constructed as studiously 
toavoii touching the question of the abolition of the slave 
trade in this District, and was again discussing the demerits of 
the slive question, when 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia again called him to order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS made som? observation which was not 
heard by the Reporter; for which 

Mr. WELLER called him to order; when 

Mr. GRIFFIN of South Carolina objected to his proceeding 
further in his remarks; and 

The SPEAKER requested the 
totake his seat. $ : 

Mr. CRAIG thought his duty to his constituents and the 
country imperiously demanded of him to put a stop to such a 


gentleman from Ohio [Mr.G ] 


waste of time in unprofitable discussion; he therefore moved 
the previous queation, which was seconded; and the main ques- 
tion ordered, whieh main question was, 2 

“Shall the decision of the Cxain stand as the judgment of 
the House?” 

Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 93, nays 33, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Judson Allen, Andrews, Atherton, Banke, 
Beaty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Brewster, Burke, William O. 
Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Con- 
ner, Mark A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, Craig, Cross, Davee, 
John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Doig, Drom- 
pons Eastman, Fine, Floyd, Fornace, Griffin, Habersham, 

Tand, Hawkins, John Hillof Va. John Hill of N.C. Hillen, 
Holleman, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, King, Lucas, McClelfan, McCul- 
loh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Montanya, Mont- 
gomery, Samuel W. Morris, Nisbet, Paimenter, Paynter, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Robinson, James Ro- 
gers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, Stanly, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Un- 
der wood, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, John White, 
Wick, Jared W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, and Worthington—93. 

NAYS—Messra. Adame, Baker, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, 
Chittenden, Cranston, Cushing, Everett, Fletcher, Giddings, 
Goode, Hall, W. 8. Hastings. Henry, Hunt,James, Kempshall, 
Lincoln, Morgan, Calvary Morria, Randall, Randolph, Reed, 
Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Slade, John Smith, Truman 
Smith, Storrs, Tillinghast, and Trumbull—33. 

So the decision of the SPEAKER waa confirmed. 

[Mr. Eaux presented the petition of George Leach, of Onon- 
daga county, in the State of New York. The petitioner states 
that Charles Burzette was a soldier in the war of the Revolu- 
tion; that he was a pensioner, and died, leaving a widow; that 
his widow applied to the War Department for the bounty land 
to which her late husband was entitled; that the Department 
decided that, by the law of descents of the State of New York, 
she was not entitled tothe and. The petitioner further states 
thathe married the granddaughter of the said widow, and_has 
expended money in the supporting of the said widow, from 
whom he hasan assignment forthe said bounty land. The pe- 
tilioner asks Congress to pass a law securing to him the said 
bounty. Mr. E. moved its reference to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims: it was so referred. Mr. E. also preeented 
the petition of Erasmus Stone and 76 other citizens of the coun- 
ty of Onondaga, in New York, setting forth the necessity of 
having a general bankrupt law by Congress, so as to produee 
uniformity in all parts of the United States. The petitioners 
also urge several reasons calling for the immediate action of 
Congress: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. Also, 
the petition of William Sabin and 52 other citizens of the county 
of Onondaga, in the State of New York, and observed that the 
petitioners assert that the use of era drinks for persons 
in health are unnecessary and injurious; that considering the 
temptations which beset officers, soldiers, and sailors, in the ar- 
my and navy, removed from the restraints of society, to in- 
dulge in auch drinks, and the facility with which the aborigines 
of this country form intemperate appetites;§and believing that 
any legislation which would exclude such drinks from the na- 
vy and army, while such drinks are permitted to be sold in the 
Capitol of the nation, involves an apparent inconsistency be- 
tween precept and example. The petitioners ask that an act 
may be passed at the present session ef Congress prohibiting 
the furnishing of any such drinks to the army, navy, or In- 
dians, within the juriadiction of the United States; and that the 
duty on all imported intoxicating drinks be increased; and also 
prohibiting such sales at the Capitol at Washington, or at or 
near any military or naval depot under the jurisdiction of the 
United States; and that every other means within the constitu- 
tional control of Congress may be used to discourace the manu- 
facture ofsuch drinks in the United States. Mr. E. moved its 
reference to the Committee on Manufactures: it was s0 re- 
ferred.) 

{Mr. Kempswa.u of New York presented the following peti- 
tions, viz: Of 112 citizens of the city of Rochester, Monroe coun- 
New York, for the pamage of fa general bakrupt law. Alao, of 
421 citizens of Rochester, New York, praying Congress to ap- 
propriate a portion of the public lands in aid ef constructing a 
railroad from Boston to the Missis-ippi river, near the mouth 
of the Missouri river. Also, of 75 citizens of Orleans county, 
New York, for a further appropriation for the improvement of 
Oak Orchard harbor on Take Ontario, Also, of citizens of 
Youngstown, Ningara county, New York, for the same object. 
Also, of citizens of Racine, Wiskonsin, for the construction of a 
harbor at that place.] 

[Mr. Hunt presented a petition of citizens of Troy,in the State 
of New York, praying a reduction of postage upon letters, &c: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Petition of citizens of the county of Rensselaer, New York,pray- 
ing a reduction of postage upon letters: referred to the Commit- 
cee on Post Office and Poet Roads. Petition of Amos Green, 
et al. heirs at law of John Green, deceased, asking for arrear- 
ages of pension due the deceased: referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. Petition of 59 citizens of Greenbush, 
Rensselaer county, New Yotk, praying Congress to prohibit the 
gale of intoxicating drinks in the Capitol, or at or near any mili- 
tary or naval depot orgrounds under the United States’ juriedic- 
tion—and also to increase the duty on all imported intoxicating 
drinks: referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
Memorial of the Common Council and citizens of Troy, in the 
State of New York, asking the establishment of a national 
foundry in the vicinity of that city: referred to the Select Com- 
mittee paving charge of the subject and the memorial, &c. tobe 

rinted.] 

R (Mr. Strona of New York presented a petition of sundry 
inhabitants of the county of Orleans, in the Siate of New York, 
praying for an appropriation to continue the improvement of 
Oak Orchard harbor, in said county: referredto the Committee 
of Ways and Means. Also, a petition of sundry inhabitants 
of Palmyra, in the county of Wayne, State o New York, prays 
ing the passage of a general bankrupt law: referred to the 
ommittee on the Judiciary.) ` 

(Mr. Hand presented the following memorial of G. Bion and 
5: others, citizens of Keesville, New York: Petey A like 
passage of uniform lrwa on the subject of a Di Platts: 
memorial from H. K. Averil and 12 o'hers, © ens of Movers 
burg. New York. The petition of 100 eitiz Hae 5 

: for the prehilition of the 
Clinton county, New York, praying The petition of Ezra 
use of ardent spirits in the army, &c- 
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Thusber, that a certain suit instituted against him by the Uui- 
ted States be discontinued, &c-] 

By Messrs. FLETCHER, HALL, EVERETT, and SMITH 
of Vermont. ; 

(Mr. FLETCHER presented the resolutions of the Vermont Le- 
gislature, upon the subject of the public lands. Resolution of 
the Vermont Legislature, for an equal distribution ofthe public 
lands. Resolution ofthe General Assembly of Vermont, rela- 
tive toslavery in the District of Columbia, and the slave trade. 
Resolutions of the General Assembly of Vermont, relative to 
the militia of the United States. Memorial and resolutions of 
the military convention heid at Norwich, August, 1839. Peti- 
tion and vouchers of Mevril Pillabary, for an increase of pen- 
sion. Petition and vouchers of Thomas Hoyt, for a pension.) 

By Messra. SMITH, STORRS, TRUMBULL, BROCKWAY, 
J. W. WILLIAMS, OSBORNE, of Connecticut. 

i Ree Messrs. TILLINGHAST, CRANSTON, of Rhode 
sland. 

By Messrs. REED, H. WILLIAMS, PARMENTER, LIN- 
COLN, BRIGGS, CUSHING, ADAMS, W. B. CALHOUN, 
HASTINGS, and BAKER, of Massachusetts. 

(Mr. Parmenter, on Monday last, presented the petition of 

Charles Thompson, and 257 other legal voters of Charlestown, 
Massachusetts, for the passage of uniform laws on the subject 
of bankruptcy. The petition of Marshall Preston, and others, 
for a post route from Lowell, in Massachusetts, to Woonsocket 
Falls, in Rhode Island. The petition of George Thompson, and 
others, of Milton and Dorchester, Massachusetts. for reduction 
of rates of passage. The petition of Wm. H. Feasender, and 
others, of Sandwich, Massachusetts, for same purpose, Also, 
the petitions of Judith Smith, and 36 other women of Wal- 
tham; of Jarvis Lewis, and 80 others of Waltham; of Maria 
A. Drivers, and 42 other women of Malden; of Robert Oliver, 
jr. and 74 others, of Malden; of James P. Woodbury, and 74 
others, of Acton; of Augusta Woodbury, and 94 other women 
of Acton; of Maria J. Bartlett, and 90 other women of Chelves 
ford; of Lucy A. Browne, and 47 other women of Sudbury; 
of E. C. Stowell, and 59 other women of Townsend: all of 
Massachusetts, and praying for the recognition of the indepen- 
Gence of the Haytian Government. Also, the petition of John 
White, and 54 others, of Acton; of Susan Hayward, and 34 
other women of Acton, Massachusetts, praying that the rule 
refusing to receive Abolition petitions may be rescinded. } 

{Mr. Hastines of Massachusetts presented the following pe- 
titions: The petition of Lyman B, Larkin, and 123 other citizens 
of Wrentham, Maas. for a Congress of Nations, on the subject 
of peace and international law. The petition of Samuel D. Da- 
venport, and 119 others, of Hopkinton, Mass. Of Hiram A. 
Morse, and 60 others, of Holliston, Mass. Of Samuel Clarke, 
and 67 others, of Uxbridge, Mass. for a reduction of letter post- 
aze. Of Edward J. Stearns, of Newton, Mass. for such a rate 
of postage on newspapers and periodicals, as shall bear acertein 
proportiva to the subscription price oi the same. The petition 
of George Adama and Edward Winslow, to be allowed their ex- 
penses and costs in defending a ainst certain suits for the reco- 
very of duties, illegally assessed on importations of plated wire. 
The petition of 50 men and 80 women of Mendon, Mass. praying 
the House to rescind its rule of January Bth, asto the reception 
of netitions. Also, thirteen petions from sundry persons in 
Boston, Roxbury, Braintree, Mendon, Medway, Dedham, Frank- 
lin, Mo!liston, Carlisle, and Upton, Mass. praying for the recog- 
nition of tae Haytian Government; which were ordered to lie on 
the table, Also, petitions from thesame towns, and from West- 
borough and Medfield, Mass against the admis:ion of Florida, 
and on slavery in the District and Territories; the reception of 
which was refused under the rule of the Beh ofJanuary.] 

(Mr. Lunconn presented the following petitions, viz: of Da- 
vid Prouty and 60 other citizens of Spencer, Massachusetts, 
praying Congress to reduce the rate of letter postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. OfSylvanus Holbrook and others, and Joseph H. Per- 
ry and others, woollen manufacturers, of the county of Wor- 
cester, in the State of Massachusetts, complaining of evasions 
and frauds upon the revenue laws, and praying their revision, 
for the purpose of making them more effectual to the collec- 
tion of the duties; and, to this end, asking the appointment of 
a committee to investigate the facts inthe principal cities for 
the information of Congress; which petitions on moton of Mr. 
L. were committed to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
ofthe Union, to which had been referred a bill on the same 
subject, reported by the Committee on Manufactures. Of 
Persis Morgan, widow of Major Abner Morgan, an officer of the 
army of the Revolution, praying that she may be placed on the 
pension list of the widows of Revolutionary eoldiers; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
Also, the memorials of Isaac Davis and §7 other ci:izens of 
Northboro, and of Joseph S. Wall and 54 other citizens of 
Worcester, in the State of Maszachusetts, “deprecating the late 
action of the House of Represeniatives in denying the right of 


petition and remonstrance to the people of the United States,” , 


and asking (said Mr. L.) in their own emphatic languag , “asa 
matter of right, guarantied by the Constitution, that the rule of 
January 28, 1840, on the subject of petitions, be immediately 
repealed.” Also, the following petitions, viz: of Cyrus P. Gros- 
venor and 177 other male citizens of Worcester; of Rebecca 
Goddard and 116 other women of Worcester; of Rachel F. 
Bardwell and (31 other women of Oxford; of Harriet S. San- 
ford and 128 other women of Boylston; of Austin K. Miles and 
132 other women of Shrewsbury; of Condon A. Rainsbury and 
36 other women of Grafton; of Betsey E. Jones and 232 other 
women of Ashburnham; of Elizabeth Muter and 72 other wo- 
men of Auburn; of Jane Turneo and 180 other women of Mill- 
bury; of Betsey Hunter and 345 other women of Worcester; of 
Martha G. Hastings and 179 other women of Millbury; all in 
the fifth Coneressional district of Massachusetts, praying Con- 
gress forthwith to recognise the independence of the Haytian 
Government: laid on tne table by order of the ITouse. Mr. L. 
stated that he had numerous other petitions, signed by some 
thousands of his constituents, male and female, praying Con- 
gresa to reject all proposals for the admission of Fiorida, as a 
slave State, into the Union; and also praying Congress to abo- 
lish slavery and the slave traile in the District of Columbia and 
the Territories of the United States; which. under the applica- 
tion of the rule of the House, were prectuded from being re- 
ceived. ] 

By Mesers. WILLIAMS, SHAW, ATITERTON, EASTMAN 
and BURKE, of New Hampshice. 

[Mr. Saw presented? the following petitions: of Abraham 
Morrill, praying that certain contracts for clothing between him 
and the Government. during the last war, may be made good: 
referred to (he Committee on Claims. Of Olive Rindge Watt 
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praying for a pension in consequence of the Joss of her only 
gon in the army of the United States: referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. Of Julia 8. Horton, praying for a pension for 
services rendered by her father in the Revolutionary War: Te- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. OfSimon 
S. Morril, praying to be placed on the roll ofinvalid pensionere: 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. O! Jeremiah 
Noble and Moses N ‘ble, owners of the schooner Privado, pray- 
ing for a fishing bounty: referred tothe Committee on Com- 
merce. Also, the petition and memorial of Samuel E, Caues, 
and 157 others, citizens of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, upon 
the subject of a Congress of Nations, for an international 


law. 

Mr. S. stated that many of the signers were known to him 
personally, and many by reputaticn. They were of both poli- 
tical parties, of different sects of religion, and wereengaged in 
different pursuits of life. They were gentlemen of respecta: 
bility, intelligenoe, and good standing in society; that they set 
forth that this memorial was the resultof a thorough examina- 
tion of the subject to which it refers. He moved that it he re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreiga Affairs, and printed; but 
it was ordered to lie on the table. J 

IMr. J. W. Wittrams of N. Hampshire presented the petition 
of J. M. Broadhead for an allowance for apprehending certain 
deserters from the marine corps, Also, certain resolutions of 
the Legislature of New Hampshire against the distribution of 
the proceeds of sales of public lands. } 

(Mr. Burke presented the petitions of Thomas Butman for eer- 
vices performed in the war of the Revolution. OfEbenezer Jones 
and others. Of David Brigham and others. Of Cyrus Clement 
and others. Of Samuel Morse and others, complaining of in- 
fractions of the revenue laws and defects in the same, and 
praying for their revision. Of Cyrus Chase and others, in- 
spectors i the port of Salem, Mass. praying for an increase of 
salaries. 

(Mr. EASTMAN presented the petitions of Augustine Blanchard 
and others praying that the laws for the collection of duties may 
be made effectual for the prevention of frauds. Of Stephen 
Moody and others, citizens of New Hampshire, for a reduction 
in the rates of postage.] 

By Messrs. SMITH, ANDERSON, DAVEE, LOWELL 
CLIFFORD, and RANDALL, of Maine. 

[Mr. LoweLL presented the following: Petition of John Hor. 
ton, and other owners of the schooner Cod Hook, of Bluehill, 
Maine, for an allowance of fishing bounty on said vessel for the 
year 1838. Petition of Benjamin Wood, and 86 other masters, 
owners, and othera interested in vessels, for the erection of 
buoys and beacons, in the thoroughfares o the Fox islands and 
Deer islands, and @ light-house on Mark island, west entrance 
of Deer islands, Thoroughfare, Maine. Petition of Wm. Ful- 
lerton, and otter owners of the fishing schooner Joanna, for 
allowance of bounty. Petition of James Whitney and Charles 
R. Gibbons, owners of the steamer North America, praying 
for an alteration in the law of the United States, imposing re- 
strictions on vessels bringing into the United States, from foreign 
places, more than a certain number of passengers; and also of 
the laws imposing a duty on coals, ao fat as to permit coals for 
the use of said steamer to be imported free of duty; which were 
severally referred to the Committee on Commerce. Petition of 
E Burnaid, and 70 other citizens of Bucksport, Maine, praying 
for a reduction of the rates of postage. Petition of Charles 
Lowell. and 160 other citizens of Ellsworth, Maine, for a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage. Petition of Nathan leeper, and 
39 other citizens of Greenfield, Maine, for the establishment of 
a mail route from Milford, in the county of Penobscot, to 
Winslow’s Mills, in Greenfield; which were severally referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Petition 
of Andrew Peters, and 58 other citizene of Hancock county, 
Maine, praying for an appropriation to improve the navigation 
of Union river, in said county, Petition of Joseph A. Deane, 
and 59 other citizens of the diatrict of Frenchman's Bay, in 
Maine, for an erection of a light-house on the Western Head, at 
Bass harbor, in said State; which were severally referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. Memorial of Edward H. Wiswell, 
and 46 other inhabitants of East Machias, Maine; of Freeman 
Kingsby, and 65 other inhabitants of Cherryfield, Maine; of 
Isaac O’Bear, and 165 otber inhabitants of Mt, Desert and Sea- 
ville, Maine; of Wm. A. Crocker, and 46 other inhabitants of 
Machias, Maine; of C. C. Bradbury, and 63 other inhabitants of 
Hodgden, Maine; and of Neal D. Shaw, and 53 other inhabi- 
tantsof Baring, Maine; praying Congress to reject all propo- 
sals for the annexation of Texas to the Union; which were 
laid on thetable. Petition of Edward H. Wiswell. and 46 other 
inhabitants of East Machias, Maine; of Wm. A. Crocker, and 
45 other inhabitants of Machias, Maine; of John Brown, jr. and 
154 other inhabitants of Mt. Desert and Seaville, Maine; of 
Francis P. Hunter, and 57 other inhabitants of Hodgdon, Maine; 
of Neal D. Shaw, and 49 other inhabitants of Baring, Maine; 
and of Robert Foster, and 65 other inhabitants of Cherryfield, 
Maine; praying for the recognition by the United States of the 
independence of Hayti; which were laid on the table. Petition 
of the members of the bar, and others, in the county of Wash- 
ington, Maine, for a removal of the United States district court 
from Wiscasset to Bangor, ani the circuit court from Wiscas- 
set to Portiand, Maine; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. Mr. 1. also presented the resolves of the 
Legislatu eof Maine, in relation to an appropriation for the 
purchase of repeating arms. manufactured by Mighill Nutting, 
of Portland, Maine; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Militia, and ordered to be printed.} 

By Mr. GIDDINGS of Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, 

The House (at 5 o’clock) adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, March, 31, 1840. - 

Mr. NORVELL presented an affidavit in relation to the La- 
venture claim: which was laid on the table. j 

Mr. WHITE presented the joint resolutions of the Legisia- 
ture of Indiana in favor of granting the franking privilege to the 
officers of Agricultural societies; which were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. alao presented resolutions of the General Assembly 
of Indiana to obtain a grant of the public lands for the improve- 
ment of the two White rivers in that State; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of certain relatives of 
General Nicholas Herkimer, who died of wounds received at the 
battle of Oriskany, inthe Revolutionary war, praying Congress 
to renew an appropriation of five hundred dollars made by a 


resolution of the old Congress in Ostober, 1777, to erect a monu- 
ment to General Herkimer; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. g 4.3 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial ofa number of citizens 
of Wayne county, New York, praying for the passage of a 
general bankrupt law; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. E 

Mr. W. algo presented a memorial of a large number of citi- 
zens of the State of New York, praying for the unposition of a 
duty on foreign silk; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. W.aleo presented the memorial of a very large number 
of inhabitants of New York, praying for the entire abolisbment 
of the franking privilege, and a reduction of the rates of post- 
age; wiich was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. =: 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of the naturalized citizens 
af Livingston county, New York, which states that while by, law 
they are compelled to bear arms in defence of their adopted 
country, the principle of perpetual allegiance asserted by some 
of the Governments of the world, placed them in a situation of 
peculiar peril, and praying Congress to takesuch measures as 
may remedy the evil comptained of; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. W. also presented a similar memorial from the natural- 
ized citizens of Monroe eounty, N. Y.; which was referred to 
the same committee. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of Thomas Goin, pray- 
ing remuneration for expense and trouble incurred in establish- 
ing the naval school system; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Owen McCue; 
which was referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 

umbia. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the joint resolutions of the 
Legislature of Indiana, instructing their Senators, and request- 
ing their Representatives to vote for a bill to repeal the duty on 
imported salt. 

Mr. S. said he would neither resign nor disobey; but, when 
the bill introduced by the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Bgnton,] 
for the repeal of the duty on salt, came up for consideration, it 
should have his support. 

The resolutione were laid on the table, aod ordered to be 
ptinted. 

Mr. 8. also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Indiana, asking a grant of public land to the State of Indiana; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. ' 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial of citizens of Oneida 
county, praying for an imposition of duty on foreign manufac- 
tures, s0 as effectualiy tu protect our our domeatic manufac- 
tures: which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a memorial of citizens of 
Cherokee county, Alabama, setting forth the advantages ofa 
epeedy sale of the public landsin that county, and praying that 

Jongress may take measures to expedite their sale; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which was referred a bill to amend an act, entitled An act con- 
firming certain land claims in the State of Michigan, made an 
adveree report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, from the Select Committee on the Oregon Terri- 
tory, to which was referred the resolution of the 18th December 
last, reported a substitute therefor; which was read, and ordered 
to be printed. . 

_The ‘substitute asserts the title of the United States; autho- 
rises the President to take such measures as may be necessary to 
protect the persons and property of citizens of the United States 
resident thereon, and to erect a line of military posts from Fort 
Leavenworth to the Rocky mountains for the protection of In- 
dian traders; provides that when the boundaries are settled, one 
thousand acres of land shall he granted tv each white male in- 
habitant of eighteen years of ag ; and for the appointinent of an 
additional Indian agent. ] 

Mr. HUBBARD), from the Committee on{Claima, to which 
was referred the bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, Jr. 
made an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 


printed. 
ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

The resolution submitted some time since by Mr. Lumpkin, 
fixing the adjournment of Congress on the 18h of May, being 

aken up, 

Mr. LUMPKIN hoped that a vote might be taken on the re- 
solution. His own opinion on the subject was unchanged, and 
he believed, as he had formerly taken occasion to say, that the 
businees of the countr: would be greatly accelerated if a defi- 
nite day was fixed for the adjournment. He was aware that a 
majority of the Senate differed with him as to the time men- 
tioned; but if it was tco early, the resolution might be amended 
soasto fix it at a more remote day; but he hoped that some day 
would be designated. 

Mr. NORVELL thought that Congress could not with pro- 
priety fix a day for adjournment until intelligence was received 
of the action of the British Government on the propositions sub- 
mitted to herin relation to the boundary question. With a 
view, however, of disposing of this matter for the preeent, he 
would move that the resolution, with the bill, introduced by 
him some days since, fixing the day of meeting for the next ses- 
sion, be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Bs appearing to object, the question was about being 
en 

Mr MOUTON observed that he considered it a very singu- 
lar direction to give this resolution, and he was very much sur- 
prised that his friend from Georgia [Mr. LumPKin] should ac- 
quiesce in it, as he considered it equivalent to a rejection of the 
resolution, ‘ 

Mr. LUMPKIN said he was compelled to yield to what he 
could not avoid. His friend from Louisiana and himself had 
the same opinion on this subject, but the majority ef the Be- 
nate thought differently, and they had the power to give any 
direction to the resolution they thought proper. He haden- 
deavored repeatedly to get a direct vote on his proposition, and 
had even asked it as a personal favor; but it was not thought 
properto grant his request, and he bowed to the will of the 
majority. He therefore hoped his friend from Louisiana would 
perceive that there was no ground forb ing surprised in the 
fact of his yielding when he could not help it. 

_Mr. BUCHANAN said he agreed with the Senator from Geor- 
giaon this subject, and had voted with him throughout His 
legislative experience, which was not short, had taught him 
that seldom was there a determined purpose evinced to trans- 
act the business of Congress untiladay was fixed for the eluse 
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of the session. Ae to this question of the Northeastern boundary, 
the British Government last July (be spoke from recollection) 
submitted a proposition to this Government for its settlement. 
This not proving satisiactory, our Government submited to | 


i 


the British Government a counter proses, to which, as yen no i 


anewet has been received. He was very gladto tearn from the 
communciation of the British Minister, wiicn was read in this 
body on Thuraday last, though he did not like the temper 
displayed in that paper, that an answer might be shortly 
expected. When tho expected answer to our counter 
projet ia received, we will see daylight on this ques- 
tion. We will then be informed whether the British Go- 
vernment accedea to the proposition, and is disposed to 
settle it amicably, or whether she refuses, and in that 
event we 'will know what we have to de. He was not willing 
to vote for fixing the Lh or May as the day of adjournment, 
but he thought thatin ali human prebabiluy the repiy of the 
British Government would be received berre the Àrstor June 
Should that answer be unpropitieus, which Heaven forbid, we 
can postpone it until such measures can be passed as we may 
deem necessary for the protection of the country. | 

Mr. LUMPKIN having acceded to the modification of his re- 
solution, as suggested by Mr. BUCHANAN, 

Mr. ALLEN said he would vote against the resolution under 
consideration, or any other proposing to fix a day tor the ad- 
journment of Congress, in the present state of our foreign rela- 
tions. He would consider a vote fixing a day of adjourn. 
meat, at the present moment, when we are in expectation of the 
receipt of important intelligence from Greet Britain, as equiva- 
lent to a declaration that we deemed the anticipated anawer of 
the British Government as of no moment, whereas that answer 
might involve us in the most serious difficulties with that 

wer. A 
Mir BENTON said he was opposed to acting on this ques 
tion of adjournment at the present ume. He was one of those 
who anxiously desired peace—peace with all nations; bu: he was 
also of opinion, that to preserve peace we should show to the 
world that we were prepared to defend ourselves. And he was 
also of opinion thatthe manner in which we had squandered 
the public money among the several States, hai encouraged a 
foreign nation to push us to a point. Our immense froniier, 
embracing an extent of not less than six thousand miles, as is 
generally known, is in as defenceless a condition as could be 
wished by an enemy. It was even, in some respects, 


in a woree situation than at the commencement ot 
the last war with Great Britain. To be sure, we 
had some fortitications; but many of them were 


without armaments, and defenceless, and could be taken pos- 
seseion of by an enemy, and m idz a means of annoyance to us, 
instead of defence. They would be turned agatnst ug, instead 
of being useful against our enemies. Tie S:nate some days 
since passeda reso!ution which was offered by the Senator from 
Michigan, (Mr. NorvELL,] calling on the Secretary of War for 
euch information as he possessed relaiive to warlike pre- 
tions by a neighboring nation on the Northern and 
Ryaheastecr frontier. The reply to that resolution 
has not yet been received, but every Senator is aware 
that ex ensive preparations are going on along the whole 
line of our Northern frontier—from Lake Superior to Pasang- 
quodJy bay. That along this who'e line, the Britieh Govern 
ment are not only constructing permanent furtifications, which 
every na'ion hasan unquestioned right to do, bnt that she is also 
constructing field works, which imply approaching operations, 
and which, under the laws of nations, we had a right to demand 
what occasion they were intended for. But we need not con- 
fine our observation to our Northern frontier for eigns of warlike 
preparation, but we may look to the mouth of the Columbia. 
that important portion of our territory which my friend and 
colleague (Mr. Lrnn] 80 appropriately and perseveringly en- 
deavors to turn our attention tò. Not only to the mouth of that 
important river, but to the Bermudas, may our attention be 
turned to the warlike preparations that are being made. We 
can also point to the Bahamas—to the greatly increased facility 
of communication between Great Britain and Halifax—to the 
concentration of troops in provinces bordering on our frontier; 
all exhibited evidences of preparing for a state of hostilities. 

Mr. President, it is time that we cease plundering our coun- 
try, and begin to defend it. The miserable business of dividing 
surplus revenue and land revenue, should be scouted from our 
councils. The armor of defence is what the nation should 
wear. If we wish to preserve peace, we must show a will to re- 
sist aggression. The nation which refuses to defend itself in- 
vites aggression. The dark clouds are gathering around ns. We 
see them far above the horizon, North, South, East and West. 
Great Britain prepares at all points; we remain supine; Con- 
gress remains supine. All the admonitions of the late and present 
Administrations to prepare in peace for war, have been diare- 
garded; and now we ar: taunted with our defenceless state. At the 
last session of Congress, resolutions requiring the heads of the 
War and Navy Departments tosubmit pians for the general and 

rmanent defence for the country, were sent from this cham- 

r. One of these Departments has answered this resolu- 
tion; the other is preparing it. When they come in, we shall 
see what the general and permanent defence of the country re- 
quires, we shall have a general plan to discuss. Jn the mean- 
time, impending events may require accelerated action: and he 
was not for adjourning, or even discussing the question of ad- 
journment, until these events were further developed. While 
the question with England wore its present aspect, he deemed 
it neither wise nor politic to discuss an adjournment. It would 
look like saying we would do nothing to defend ourselves, and . 
thereby would encourage and embolden the power whose pre- 
parations now menace us. Jt would operate asan encourage. | 
ment to Great Britain to continue to push us—to continue to 
press and bear upon us; and from that pressure , coilision and 
explosion might ensue. 
adjournment nnti? the public business was attended to, and es- 
pecially until the question with England changed its aspect, 

Mr. TAPPAN moved that the reso'ation be laid upon the ta- 
ble, but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. NORVELL, who wished to be informed by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, whether it was the 
intention of the committee to report, at aday not very remote, a 
bill for the defence of the country, 

Mr. BENTON said an answer to this question was intended in 
his previous remarks. The committee had delayed their action, 
until a report from one of the Departments, which was expect- 
ed atanearly day. should be received, 

After some remarks from Mr. PRENTISS in favor of the 
resolution: g . : 

Mr. LINN said, as his constituents hal a right to know his 


iF 
He was for deferring the question of | 


reasons for voting against this resolution, he would briefly state 
them. If he was asked will Congress be ready to adjourn on 
the Ist of June, he would answer in the negative ý 

Mr. 1. then adverted to the amount of private business be- 
fore them, and said that, independent of any exiraneeus mat- 


ters, and ieaving entirely oul of view the threatening aspect of 


our foreign relations adverted to by his colleague, [Wr BEN- 
TON, ] it was not probable they would be ready for adjournment 
at the time designated. Let us, sald Mr. L. indusiriously set 
about doing the business before us, and when we see our way 
through i let us then fix a day for adjournment. 

Mr. TALLMADGE spoke at some length in opposition to the 
resolution. It was fixing a day much earlier than usual, when, 
owing to peculiar circumstances in the other branch of Con- 
gress, the public business was several weeks behind its usual 
state of forwardness at this period of the session. He was for 
remaining here until the pubiic business was perfected, or 
otherwise all the ume spent in maturing it would go for no- 
thing. He alluded to the necessity of passing a bankrup: law, 
which had been so loudly called tor by the community, and on 
which there was such a perfect unanimity of sen:iment. He 
was willing to remain here until all the business that was be- 
fore them waa pertected and disposed of, and he considered 
that to be the true economy. 

The question was then taken on laying the resolution on 
the table, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 23, noes 17, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Cuthbert, Grundy, 
Linn, Merrick, Notveil, Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Preston 
Roane, Robinson, Kugzles, Smith vt Indiana, Strange, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, Tappan, White, Wrighi and Young—23 

NAYS --Messrs. Brown, Buchanan. Calhoun, Clay ot Ala- 
Dama, Clay of Kentucky, Davis, Dixon, Futon, Hubbard, 
King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas Prentiss, Sevier, and 
Southard—17. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the 
Statesof Ohio, Indiana, and Hinois, was then taken up, the 
question being on the amendment proposed by Mr. CLAY of 
Alabama. to strike out the two per cent. clause. 

Mı. WRIGHT addressed the Senate at length in opposition 
to the amendment. and was followed by Messrs. CLAY of Ala- 
bama and PHELPS, in reply, and Mr. SMITH of Indiana in sup- 
port of the bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky proposed a modification of the 
amendment of Mr. Cray of Alabama; pending the considera- 
tion of which, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvespay, March 31, 1840. 

After an ineffectual attempt on the part of Mr. Brices to 
amend the journal, 

Mr. ADAMS rose and said that he had a reqnest to make of 
the House. in consequence ofa letter which he received yester- 
day from the Secretary ofthe Treasury. The letter was short, 
and he desired that it might be read, as the House would then be 
the better enabled to understand and judge of the propriety of 
the request he was about to make. 

The letter was then read. 

Mr. ADAMS then observed that the bill referred to in the let- 
ter ofthe Secretary, was reported by the Committee on Manu- 
factures on the 5th March last, (No. 100,) to insure the more 
faithful execution of the laws in relation to the collection of 
duties on imports. The object was to suppress and prevent 
some of those numerous frauds on the revenue, of which there 
had been so much complaint, and with which the Administra- 
tion of the Government had so much cause to be dissatisfied, 
He dil ask the House, at the time he reported this bili. to make 
it the special order fur some certain day. This the House cid 
not think proper then to grant. fe now took the first moment 
after rece:ving the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, to 
make the same request; and he would propose to make the bill 
the special order for this day fortnight, to take precedence over 
all other busing 

Mr. POPE suggested whether it would not be better for the 
gentleman to fix on some earlier day. 

Mr. ADAMS replied that it would be more agreeable to 
him to fix on this day week, 1f such was the pleasure of the 
House. 

Mr. CONNER would suggest to the gentleman from Masra- 
chusetts to except the appropriation bills in giving this bill the 
precedence over allother business. Although he a:!mitted that 
this was an important measure, yet it was not mare go than the 
bills providing for carryingon the operations of the Govern- 
ment, and should not take precedence over them. The chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, he understood, in- 
tended to ask the House to take up the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill to-day, and it was very well known that appro- 
priations for this branch of the public service was now wanted, 
and me the claims of some individuals had even been pro- 
tested. 

Mr. RHETT urged the great necessity of acting on the navy 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. ADAMS objected to excepting the appropriation tills, 
because it was known to all that when they came up, they 
generally gave rise to debates, lasting three or four weeks. He 
wished to state that he made his motion in conscquence of the 
letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, and from a sincere de- 
sire to accommodate those who haye the administration of the 
affairs of the country, in relation to the execution of their ap- 
propriate duties, and more especially in relation to the raising 
of a certain revenue for the wants of the Government. He was 
perfectly willing to take this day week, and that would give 
time enough to enable the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means to bring up the appropriation bills, 

Mr. CONNER moved toamend the motion ofthe gentleman 
from Massachusetts by adding the words “with the exception 
of the appropriation bills;” the effect of the amendment bring 
to give the bill the preference over all other business, with the 
exception of appropriation bi Is. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired of the gentleman from Maseachn- 
setta whether, in his opinion, the bill wonid give rise to debate? 

Mr. ADAMS apprehended that a hill of this importance could 
not pass without some discuussion. With respect to the 
amendment of the gentleman from North Carolina, ifit ehould 
be the pleasure House to pass it. he would acquiesce, but he 
apprehended that it would virtually defeat the proposition; for 
if the appropriation bills were once taken up, a debate of per- 
haps weeks would ensus, and the objects of the Administration 


in regard to this bill would be defeated. Such should not be 
the case with his consent. 

Mr. CONNER was aware of the importance of this bill, but 
every gentleman knew that it would occupy as much time in 
dabate as ene of the appropriation bills. “Mr. €. insisted on 
the propriety of his amendment, asthe appropniation bills were 
of More importance fo the country than the one under conside- 
ration, importantas it was, 

Alter some remarks from Mr. SMITI of Maine, 

The question was taken on Mr. CONNER’S amendinent, and it 
Was adopted—ayes 78, noes 53. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to make the bill the special order for two 
o’eclock to-day; but after some objections from Mr. DROM- 
GOOLE, withdrew his motion. 

Mr. ADAMS then modified his motion so as to make the bill 
he order of the day for this day week, which motion, as amend” 
ed, was agreed to—ayes 83, noces 41, : 

The following is extracted from the Intelli- 
gencer’s report of yesterday ’s proceedings: 

Mc. W. THOMPSON obtained leave to make a brief persen- 
al explanation—portions only of which were heard by the 
Reporter with any think like distinctness. The following state- 
ment of the exp'anation and reply, as written out by Mr. T. 
were handed to the Reporter by that gentleman for publica- 
tion: 

Mr. W. THOMPSON said that he had announced, a few 
days since, that when the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. DUNCAN] 
should be in his seat, he desired a few moments indulgence of 
the House ina matter persona! to himself. Mr. T. had seen in 
the Globe that which purported to be the remarks of Mr, Dun- 
can, in which there were inaccuracies of staten ents of his 
(Mr. T’s) arguments, accompanied with grossly offensive per- 
sonal remarks. Mr. Thad heard the speeeh of the honorable 
member, and had not heard any such language as is attributed 
ta him. Te las since read the speech of the gentleman as re- 
ported by himself, and there is not only nothing like the lan- 
guage reported in the Globe, bat nothing to which Mr. T. has 
any right to take exception. Mr. T. was glad it wasso. The 
misstaiement is the act, not of the gentleman from Ohio, but of 
one of the Reporters on that bench—no, not Reporters, but ha- 
bitual fa'sifiers of the debates in this House. 

Mr. DUNCAN said the gentleman was rather too harsh upon 
the reporters. He may have used some such expressions, but 
nas did, they were so qualified as to make them unexception- 
able. 

Mr. T. read the following passage from the Globe, and asked 
ifthe gentleman had used that language? 

“One of those charges was made by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. THompson,] that nether the President in his 
message, nor the Secretary of the Treasury in his report, had in- 
timated that there would be any deficit in the Treasury, or any 
necessity for the issue of these Treasury notes. The geutleman 
made this charge when he had these documents in his hand, 
commentingupon them. Now this charge was without fuunda- 
tion, aml the gentleman must have known it.” 

Mr. DUNCAN replied. If Idid, it was with such qualifica- 
tions as to have made them unexceptionable, and without any 
imputa‘ion upon the gentleman from South Carolina. 

In acdition to the above remarks of Mr. Tuomp- 
SON as written out by himself fur the Intelligencer, 
he a'so said, that 

“The report was made hy one of the persons sitting on that 
bench, [pointing to the bench occupied by the Globe Reporters] 
hired libellers, who are not reporters of our proceedings, Lut 
fal-ifiers of our proceedings, and incapable of speaking the truth 
on any oceacion. 1 feel that I degrade myself by noticing them, 
and would not have done so but for the circumstances vf the 
case,’’* 

Tbe SPEAKER then announced the business before the 
House to be the amendment of the gentleman from Louisiana, 
{Mr. GARLAND.) to discharge the Committee of Elections from 
the further consideration of certain papers, on the motion of 
the chairman co print the report of the committes, 

Mr. MEDILL, who had the floor, continued his remarks in 
defence of the report, nnti! the expiration of the morning hour; 
when 

Mr. MORGAN of New York moved that the Heure proceed 
to the orders of the day. 

Mr. CAMPBELL heped the House would g» on with the bu- 
ainess hefore it, and endeavor to bring the question to a final de- 
ciston. 

Mr. BELL had no objection, if the gentleman could cenclude 
within a reasonable time. : 

Mr. MORGAN insisting on his motion, the yeas and nays 
were asked and ordered. 

Mr. DAWSON hoped this question of the New Jersey elec- 
tion would be disposed of as soon as possible, that the House 
might proceed to the consideration of the public business, and 
that he might have an opportunity to offer a resolution similar 
to that which had been offered by his colleague in another 
branch of the Legislature, providing for the adjourument of 
Congress on a particular day. 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
d red, and roll having been called over, the question was ce- 
cided ın the affirmative—yeas 82, nays 70. 

So the House determined on proceeding to the orders of the 
day. 

The Senate bills on the Spraken’s table were then severally 
taken up and referred; after which, 

The bill to secure the freedom of elections, and to prevent 


a “The Reporter who made the brief synopsis of the remarks 
of Mr. Dexcan, of which that gentleman did not complain, 
cannot consent, as an American citizen, (though he may be 
compelled to submit as a Reporter,) to have his cha- 
racter assailed in consideration of the poor privilege of 
being permitted to hold a seat in the hall, more fre- 
quently than otherwise to report the outpourings of abuse 
upon himeelf. However humble that gentleman may consider 
the Reporter, and though he may arzslocratically assume that 
he degrades himself by noticing him, be is willing 
where he is known, to compare character with that dignified 
gentieman—whether moral or political—and leave it to the 
public to judge to which Ais language is most applicable, and 
which could the most easly be bent to the purposes of a 
“hited libeller and habitual falsifier, incapable of speaking the 
truth on any occasion.” 

Persons who attend the Hall of Representatives, and who 
are Witnesses of the confusion, which at times prevaile, may 
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As soon as the other officers who h 


yeadily imagine with what difficulty the Reporter can hear |] Concerd, N. H. praying for the pasea of a general bankrupt Ts V ave been called upon, are 
the tP Aang arer acute his sense of heating. lt is fre- ie ites a = j heard from, and the examination of the files of the Depariment 


law: A : 
weauy, almost impossible for the Reporters lo apprehend Mr. WHITE presented a similar memorial from citizens of is completed, any further information which may be thus ac- 


remarka of members. The Reporters of the Globe have Laporte, Indiana; quired will be immediately laid before you. 
always held themselves bound, as they now da, to make prompt Mr. YOUNG presented a similar memorial from citizens of Very respecttully, 
correction of any errors which ihey may have committed, or Galena, Ilinois; Your most obedient servant, 
may hereafter commit. It certainly would be more magnani- Nr. WRIGHT presented a similar memorial from citizens of J. R. POINSETT. 
mous to the Reporters, if not more decorous tothe House, for Fulton county. New York; To the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
to call upon them and demand (if there be neces- Mr. NORV ELL presented a similar memorial from citizens of 
sty for demand) that they should correct their errors, instead of Michigan; 
consuraing the time of the House, and causing the delay of the || which were severally referred to the Committee on the Judi- Tizap QUARTERS EASTERN DivIsioN, 
public business, by entertaining the galleries in indecorous, ciary. Elizabethtown, N. J. March 23, 1840. 
malignant, and uncharitable denunciation against individuals, Mr. YOUNG presented a document containing a statistical Sir: I have received from your office copies of two reaolu- 
who have not the poor privilege of repelling it on the spot in a description of the town of Galena; which was referred to the tions, passed, respectively, the 12th and Rh instant, one by the 
becoming manner, however unfounded or illiberal those Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. Senate, and the other by the House of Representatives; and I 
charges might be. And how much more would it show a want Mr. Y. also presented a memorial of citizena of Minois, am asked for “any information on the subject of both, or either 
of magnanimity in a gentleman armed with the tremendous || praying for the establishment of a mail route; which was re- of the resolutions, that may be in [my] possession X 
powers of the ativution—and in whom, perchance, waa the ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Poet Roads. In respect to the naval torce recently maintained upon the 
embodiment of all the chivairy of the House— for the purpose Mr. NORVELL presented a memorial of inhabitants of the American lakes by Great Britain, I have just had the honor to 
of attracting the admiring gaze of the galleries, to swagger forth, counties of Kalamazoo and St. Josephs, Michigan, praying for report to the Secretary of War, by whom the resolution of the 
conscious of his giant powers, and “degrade” himself by at- a modification of the pre-emption law; which was referred to House of Representatives (of the 9th instant) was directly re- 
tacking a puny and detenceless Reporter! Laurels gained in the Committee on the Public Lands. ferred to me. y 
a contest, under such circumstances, would, methinks, wither Mr. NICHOLAS presented joint resolutions of the Legisla- Lnow confine myself to the Senate’s resolution, reapecting 
on the brow of the assailant before he returned to hia consti- ture of Louisiana, instructing their Senators and requesting “military [F omit naval] preparations of the British authorities 
tuency. their Representatives to endeavor to procure an appropriation on the Northern frontiers of the United States, from Lake Su- 
Ww. W.C. reporter. for alight-house at the mouth of Bayou Bonfonca,on Lake Pont- perior to the Atlantic ocean, distinguishing the permanent from 
chartrain; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, the temporary and field works, and ght noting those 
Ic is known, in the House of Representatives, that there are ani ordered to be printed. which are within the claimed limits of the United States.” 
two Reporters for the Globe, and the one who did not make Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial of Mathew Į will here remark that, however well my duties have made 
the report to which Mr. W. THOMPSON takes exception, only Winslow and others praying remuneration for errors in land me acquainted with the greater part of the Ine in question, I 
feels it necessary ty repel, with scorn, the charge that was made || surveys; which was teferred to the Committee on the Public have paid but alight attention to the forts and barracks erected 
equally against both Reporters; ami he calis upon the honora- Lands. by the British authorities near the borders of Maine, above 
ble gentleman to point out how, when, and where, he ever li- DISTRICT BANKS. Fredericton, in New Brunswick, or in Upper Canada, above 
belled or misrepresented any body, or made a false report of the Mr. ALLEN said he wished to make a few remarka, to which Cornwall, being of the fixed opinion (which need not here be 
proceedings of the House. . he invited the attention ofthe chairman of the Committee un developed) that all such structures would be of litle or no 
The gentleman, in stating that he felt himself degraded || the District of Columbia. The Senate was aware that the military value to either of the parties in the event of a new 
by noticing the Reporters for the Globe, did not make him- charters of the various banks in the District expired by limi- war between the United States and Great Britain. 
self sufficiently intelligible. If he assumed a superiority tation on the 4th of July next. On the 6th of January last, I was, last summer, at the foot of Lake Superior, and neither 
in rank, it is only necessary to reply, that the day has gone by memorials were presented asking for a recharter of those |! saw nor heard of any British fort or barrack on the St. Mary’s 
when aristoctatical distinctions could be tolerated in this coun- hanks, since which nearly three months have passed; andas || river, the outlet of that lake. 
try. The Reporier is a citizen of the United States; anda || there has been no report from the committee, indicative of their | Between Lakes Huron and Erie, the British have three sets 
member of Congress ia nothing more. Ifhe assumeda rupe- | intentions on the subject, and as the session is very far ad- of barracks: one at Windeor, opposite to Detroit; one at Sand- 
rioricy in virtue and intellect, the ready 1eply is: that isa mat- vanced, he desired to give the chairman of the committee an wich, a little lower down; and the third at Malden, eighteen 
ter for the public, and not for the gentleman himself w decide [| opportunity of stating whether or not a report on the subject miles from the first; all built of sawed logs, strengthened by 
upon. L. W. jr. might be expected at an early day, or whether the committee blockhousea, loopholes, &c. Malden has long been a military 
intended to take any acuon on the memotials. He would post, with slight defences. These have been recently etrengsh- 
—_— only add that if a bill was reporied to recharter these banks it - ened. The works at Sandwich and Windsor have, also, I 
IN SEN would probably excite considerable discussion. The recharter || think, been erected within the tast six or eight months. 
NATE, of the banks ol thie District, looking at it merely as confined to Near the mouth of the Niagara the British have two small 
Wannear, April 1, 1940. the District, was comparatively unimportant; but he looked at forts- -George and Messisanga. Both existed during the last 
Mr DAVIS preeented a memorial from J. J. Robertson, pray- it as connected with the great struggle now going on in this war. The latter may be termed a permanent work. Slight 


ing that the chikiren of ‘American foreign missionaries, born country between corporations and individuals, and our discus- barracks have been erected within the last two years, on the 
abroad, may be accounted native American citizens; which sions of ant determination on the subject here, would have a same side, near the Falls and at Chippewa, with breastworks 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. powerful influence on the destinies of the nation, whether for at the latter piece but nothing, I believe, above the works first 
Mr. LINN presented the memorial of the heirs of John Chal- guod or evil. It was with this view of its importance he had named, on the Niagara, which can be termed a fort. 
mers, praying compensation for property destroyed by the ene felt it his duty to ask for information on the intentions of the Rince the commencement of recent troubles in the Canadas, 
my during the last war; which was referred to the Committee committee. 2 f , and (consequent ihereapon) within our limits, Fort William 
on Claims. Mr. MERRICK stated that the committee had given tc this Henry at Kingston and Fort Wellington, opposite to Ogdens- 
the interference of Foderal officers therein, was taken up; question of rechartering the banka of the Distriet all he atten- burg, (ald works,) have both been strengthened, within then- 
and uon it was in their powel to bestow; and he would inform the relves, besides the addition of dependencies. These forts may 
Mr. BELI. addressed the House at great length in its support. Senator from Ohio, and the Senate generally, that the commit- be called permanent. 
Mr. B. however, before finishing, gave way at the earnest soli- tee had a bill in an advanced state of preparation to renew, Or On the St. Lawrence, below Prescott, and confronting our 
citation of Mr. Gorris, Mr. Rego, Mr. SALTONSTALL, and other extend at least, the charters of the banks oi the District, anda territory, 1 know of no other military post. Twelve miles 
gentle for a motion to go into Commitee of the Whole on report might be expected in two or three days at farthest. The || above, ‘at Brockville, there may be temporary barracks and 
fhe Senate bill to remit the penalties paid by vess-ls engaged in delay adverted to by the Senator from Ohio, was occasioned by breastworks. I know that of late, Brockville has been a millia- 
the whale fishery, and to legalize their registers, which had the anxiety of the committee to have as full and as perfect an ry station. : 
been reported irom the Comunittee on Commerce with an understanding of the condition and resources of the In the system of defences on the approaches to Montreal, the 
amendment. banks as it was possible to obtain, and to have the advantage of Isle Aux Noix, a few miles below our line, and in the outlet of 
No opposition was made to the bill. The amendment was all the developments that might occur. He would repeat that lake Champlain, stands at the head. This island contains with- 
to, and the b.H, as amended, reported tothe House, when the Senate would, in the course of two or three days, have the in itself a system of permanent works of great atrength. On them 


it wae read a third time, and passed forthwith. views of the committee presented to them, and would have a the British Government has, from time to time, since the peace 
Mr. BELL then resumed the flvor, but, after occupying it for || fall opportunity of discussing their propriety. ; of 1815, expended much skill and labor. 
a very short time, yielded to a mution for adjournment. On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the bill to cancel the bonds given, Odletown, near our line, on the western side of lake Cham- 
And thereupon, the House adjourned. and remit the penalties paid, by vessels engaged in the whale plain, has been a station for a body of Canadian militia, for two 
Mr. WEBSTER saii he beid in hia hand six meinorials fishery, as amended by the [ouse, was taken up for considera- years, to guard the neighborhood from refugee incendiaries from 
from inhabitants of Ohio, on the subject of domest'® slavery, || tion, and the amendment was concurred in. , ourside. 1 think that barracks have been erected there for the 
which he supposed would take the usual course of such pet- On motion by Mr. MOUTON, the bill to confirm claims to accommodation of those troops, and also at a station, with the 
tions. Jands in the district between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers, like object, near Alburgh, in Vermont. 
‘The question of reception was, on motion by Mr. KING, laid was taken up, and after being considered, was ordered to be en- It is believed that there are no important British forts, or ex- 
on the table. d for a third reading. i . tensive British barracke, on our borders, from Vermont to 
Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial, signed by a large On motton by Mr. TAPPAN, the bill for the relief of Jacob Maine. 
number of citizens of Boston, praying for the passage ofagene- || Greaves was taken up, and atter being discussed, was ordered In respect tosach structures on on the disputed territory, 
ral bankrupt law; which was re ferred to the Commit ee on the to be engrossed for a third reading. Governor Fairfield’s ublished letters contain fuller informa- 
Judiciary. 1 he CHAIR submitted a report from the Secretary of War, tion than has reached me through any other channel. 1 have 
Mr. W. said, that with permission of the Senate, he would || made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, in relation heard of no new military preparations by the British authori- 
now ask leave to bring in the bill on this subject, of which he to the difficulties which have existed, and the arrangements ties on the 8t Croix or Passamaquoddy bay. 
gave notice two or three days since. Ile did not wish to be un- || Made, or attempted to be made, between the Government and ‘Among such preparations, perhaps I ought not to omit the 
derstood as intending to interfere with the lahore of ihe com; ieorated: Indians; which was laid on the table, and ordered face mat 4 Grot Br kain; beriden numerous corps of well orga- 
mittee who had this subject before them. He had devoted con- nted. nized and well instructed militia, has, at this time, within her 
siderable attention to this matter, and had examined the various MILITARY AND NAVAI PREPARATIONS ON OUR North American provinces, more ihan 20,000 of her best regular 
British statutes in relation to W, and had endeavored to frame a NORTHERN FRONTIER. troops. The whole of those forces might be brought to the 
hill which would combine the desirable qualities of brevity, The CHAIR submited the following message from the Pre- verge of our territory in afew days. Two-thirds of that regular 
and despatch. The bill consisted ef thitteen sec- sident of the United States: force has arrived out since the spring of 1838. 
tions, which were not long, and we e very simple in their pro- || To the Senate: ; 3 ; ` I remain sir, with great respect, 
visions. They embrace the cases of voluntary bankruptcy IĮ communicate to the Senate, in compliance with their reso- Your most obedient servant, 
and involuntary bankruptcy, and thought that it would ensure || lution of the 12th instant, a report from the Secretary of War, . WINFIELD SCOTT. 
the cheap and speedy distribution of the aseets. If the bill met containing information on the eubject of that reaoluuon. Brig. Gen. R. Jones, Adjutant General U. 8. A. 


the approbation of the committee to which it would be referred, it M. VAN BUREN. 


would give him mach pleasure; if they thought it needed amend- Wasuinoton, 28h March, 1840. CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the 


ment, they would of course amend it; and if its only effect would -i tates of Ohio, Indiana, and Minois, was 

be to assist the labors ofthe committee in perfecting a bill, he War DEPARTMENT, question being on the “Amendment Sed by Me nup Ine 

would be sutiefied, his great object being to further the progress : March 27, 1840. Alabama, to strike out the two per cent. clause. i 

of the measure. He moved that the bill be read, and referred to Sm: The resolution of the Renate of the 12th instant, “That Mr. CLAY of Kentucky proposed a modification of the 

the Committee on the Judiciary. the President of the United States be requested to communicate amendment; which being accepted by Mr. CLAY of Alabama 
Mr. WALL said that he was gratified that the Senator from to the Senate, if, in his Julenens compatible with the public Mr. CLAY of Kentucky addressed the Senate in favor of the 

Maasachusetis had introduced his promised bill, and he would interest, any information which may be in the possession of the amendment; andthe question being taken thereon, it was re- 

beg leave to ask the Senator from New York (Mr. TALLMADGE] Government, or which can be conveniently obtained, of the mi- jected—ayes 17, naye 19, as follows: , 

if he was prepared to introduce the bill of which he had given litary and naval preparations of the British authorities on the YEAS—Messis. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Ken- 

notice. There could be but one object in relation to this mea- Norihern frontier of the United States, from Lake Superior te tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon Henderson, Kin 

sure, and that was to have it as perfect as possible. He hoped the Atlantic ocean; designating the permanent from the tempo- Lumpkin, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston Ruggles Southar ¥ 

that the bill submitted by the Senator from Massachusetts rary and field works, and particularly by noting those which are Strange, and Webster—17. 3 ies , 

might be printed, so that Senators might have their attention within the claimed limits of the United States;” having been NAYS—Messrs. Allen. Anderson, Benton, Brown, Cuthbert 


directed to the subject before they were called upon to act referred by you to this Department, it was immediately referred || Fulton, Grundy, Linn, Nichol i i i 
on it r g to Major General Scott, and other officers who have been sta- Indiana, Sturgeon, an Wall, White Smith of 
Mr TALLMADGE made some remarks in reply, but in so || tioned on the frontier referred to, for such information on the and Young—19. , ’ ’ ’ 


low a tone as not to be heard by the Reporter. He waa under- subject as they possessed, anl could 1eadily procure; and an Mr. CLAY of Alab 
stood to say, however, that he would in a few days ask leave to examination ia now in progress forssuch as may be contained in strike out all after erase proposed, pe an ers ihe 
Introduce a bill on the subject. è _ the filez of thia Department. General Scott ie the only officer following aga substitute: i 
The bill was then referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, || yet heard from; and a copy of his report is herewith submitted, “Phat the two per cent. of the nett proceeds of the eales of ub- | 
and ordered to be printed. g 3 together with a copy of that to which he refers, made upon the lic lands in the several States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, an Mis 
Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of sundry citizens of || resolution of the House of Repreeentatives of the 9th instant, || souri, which may accrue after the passage of this act, and which 


wee 


gn 


was reserved by the several acts for the admission of said seve- 
ral States into the Union, to be applied to the laying out and 
construction of roads leading to the said States respect: vely, be, 
and the same is hereby, relinquished to said State respectively, 
to be pait over to such person or persons as may be authorized 
to receive the same, to be applied by said States respectively, to 
such roads or canals within their several limits, as they think 
proper: Provided the Legislatures ot each of said States shall, 
before receiving any part of the said fund, pass an act, irrevo- 
cable without the consent of Congress, assenting to the provi- 
sions of this aci.” 

Mr. C. advocated his amendment at length, and was followed 
inthe debate by Messrs. PRESTON, YOUNG, WEBSTER, 
CALHOUN, and WHITE, when, without taking a question, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WEDNESDAY, April 1, 1840. 

The SPEAKER announced that the question before the 
Houee was the amendment of the gentleman from Louisiana 
[Mr. R. Garrano] to discharge the Committee of Elections 
from the consideration of certain testimony. 

Mr. MEDILL, who had the floor, resumed his remarks in 
support of the report of the committee of elections, and having 
concluded before the expiration of the morning hour— 

Mr. FILLMORE rose to address the House in reply. 

Mr. BELL rose and said thatas the morning hour had nearly 
expired, it would be better for the gentleman to postpone his 
remarks till to-morrow, and that he (Mr. B.] should go on in 
continuation of his speech on the bill to secure the freedom of 
elections. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was perfectly satisfied to give way 
to the gentleman, provided that there was an understanding that 
he could have the floor to morrow. 

Mr. CUSHING said he could not consent to any arrange- 
ment which would protract a discussion that had already lasted 
too long. If the gentleman from New York wished to speak, 
he desired that he should go on and enable the subject to be dis- 

of. He thought that some of the other States besides 
the State of New Jersey, should be heard on that floor, on 
subjects of. interest to them. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD inquired if the gentleman had not al- 
ready spoken twice on this subject; and whether he was not 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CUSHING said it was evident that, if this discussion and 
recrimination was to go on, it would consume the morning hour 
for manths, and would be extended ad infinitum. 

Mr. FILLMORE then addressed the House a short time, and 
gave way, 

When explanations were made by Messrs. RAND LPH 
MEDILL, CAMPBELL of South Carolina, and FILLMORE, 
which laiter gentleman was on the floor when 

Mr. SMITH of Mame called for the orders of the day; before 

ing to which, ' owever, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a report from the Se- 
cretary of War, in answer toa resolution of the Honse of Re- 
presentatives of the 24th ult. relative to the plan proposed to be 
adopted by him for the defence of the Western frontier; also, 
what tribes of Indians inhabit the country immediately west ot 
Ark neas and Missouri. 

t On motion of Mr. BELL, 

Referred to the Commitee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

2. Depusiiious in relation to the New Jersey contested elec- 

jon; which were ref -rred to the Committee of Elections. 

The SPEAKER said tat the first business in order was the 
bill to preserve the freedom of, and to prevent the interference 
of the Federal officers, in elections ; and the question being, 
Shall the bill be read the first time? 

Mr. BELL, who was still eutitled to the floor on the above 
question, at half past five o’clock concluded his remarks ex- 
planatory of the provisions of the bill, and showing the great 
impor.ance of some legislation upon the subject to which it 
Telates. 

Mr. WATTERSON then obtained the floor, but gave 


way to 
Mr. WELLER, on whose motion, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Txorspay, April 2, 1840. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the memorial of Preston Starrit, 
who states that a bank on which a check had been given him as 
remuneration on a contract, had stopped payment before he 
could present it, and praying relief; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. NORVELL moved that the message received from the 
President yesterday, be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affars; which was agreed to, 


On motion by Mr. N. the papers in relation to the claim of || 


John Nantz. were withdrawn from the files of the Senate. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, to which was 
referred House bill for the relief of George Willis, reported the 
same without amendment. 

Mr. LUMPKIN offered the following resoiution, which was 
considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directe? 
to inquire into the expediency of dividing the district of Georgia 
into two judicial districts of the United States. 

Mr. NICHOLAS offered the following resolutions, which were 
severally considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of giving a more perfect orga- 
nization to the Navy, by creating the rank of Admiral, and lim- 
iling, by law, the number of officers in the several existing 
ranks. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of dispensing with the 
usual appropriation for defraying the expense of the Board of 
Visiters to the Military Academy. 

Various unfavorable reports from committees were taken up, 


and concurred in. 
i BILLS PASSED. 

The following engrossed bills were taken up on their thiid 
re ding, read a third time, and passcd, viz: 

The bill to confirm claima to lands in the district between the 
Rio Hondo and Sabine rivere; and 

The bill for the relies of Jacob Greaves. 

The bill to relinquish the reversionary interest of the Unitel 
States to a certain reservation iu the State of Alabama, alter be- 
ing amended, was ordered to Le engrossed. 


e 
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/ The bill for the discontinuance of the office of surveyor ge- 
neral in the several districts, so soon as the surveys therein can 
becompleted; for abolishing land offices under certain circum- 
stances; and to abolish the office ef Solicitor of the General 
Land Ofice. was taken up, the question being on the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Cray of Alabama, which was in effect 
to strike out “ Solicitor’ and insert “Recorder.” 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama addressed the Senate in favor of, and 
Mr. KING in opposition to, the amendment, when, on motion 
of Mr. WHITE, the further consideration of the bill was post- 
poned unui to-morrow. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, was then taken up, the 
question being on the substitute proposed by Mr. Cray of Ala- 
bama yesterday. 

Mr. WHITE addressed the Senate at much length in favor of 
the bill, and in opposition to the amendment, and was replied 
to by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, Mr. LUMPKIN, and Mr. 
ROANE. 

‘The debate was further continued hy Messrs. SMITII of Inti- 
ana, CLAY of Alabama, ANDERSON, and PIERCE; when 

The question was taken on the substitute, and il was rejected, 
by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Cathoun, Clay of Alabama, Dixon, Hender- 
son, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, 
Roane, and Ruggles—12. 

NAYS—Messts. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Kentu-ky, Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, 
Linn, Merrick, Nicholas, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of 
Indiana, Southard, Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, 
Webster, White, Wright, and You.g—26. 

Mr. GRUNDY sart that, as the season would be far advanced 
be‘ore this bill would be finally acted on in the House, and as 
the amountappropriate:! could not be profitably expended the 
present season, he moved to reduce the sum in each State from 
$150 000 to $120,000. 

Mr. PRESTON moved as an amendment to the amendment 
that $100,000” be stricken out, and ‘$75.000” inserted. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Preston’s amendment, 
and it was agreed to-~ayes 23, noes 17, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ala 
bama, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, 

Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin. Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, 
Roane, Ruggles. Sevier, Southard, Strange, Webster, and 
Wright—-23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Grundy, Hender- 
son, Linn, Merrick, Nicholas, Porter, Robinson, Smuth of Indi- 
ana. Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Wall, White, and Young 
—17. 

The question then being about to be put on the engrossment 
of the bill, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky intimated his wish to address the Se- 
nate on the bill, and ou his motion 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuourspay, April 2, 1840. 

The SPEAKER announced that. the first business in order 
was the report of thé Select Committee on Printing. 

Mr. FILLMO:E inquired if he had not the floor on the New 
Jersey case. . 

Thè SPEAKER replied that the repor! of the select commit- 
tee was the special order. 

Mr. R. GARLAND (one of the committee) said that he did 
not see the ch irman in his place, and he could notsay what his 
views were on the subject of taking up the report to-day. The 
documents were not yet printed, and it would be impossibte to 
go on and make the ne-easary explanations without them. He 
could not tell when these documents would come from the 
prioter; and he did not like to assign aday for the consideraten 
of this subject, uuder the circumstances he had adverted to. 

Mr. FISHER said he understood that the papers had only 
been sent down to the printer yesterday. 

Mr. R. GARLAND said, if the House would only pass over 
the bt siness informally, by general consent, till the chairman 
cane in, they could then ascertain from him howthe printing of 
the documents was progressing. 

Mr. BLACK (chairman of the committee) coud only say 
that the report he had hail the honor to subinit to the louse, 
was given tothe printer as soon as he made it to the House; 
but that the documents connected with it. comprising a large 
body of testimony, was not given to him till yesterday. Where- 
fore, he could not say; but the printer, of course, was notto 
blame for thedelay. There was a considerable volume of tes- 
timony, which the committe was fora long time engaged in 
preparing, and perhaps it took the clerk ofthe committee some 
time to arrange the documents for the press. He hoped the 
House would not object to giving a little more time to the print- 
er to execute the work. 

Mr WISE suggested to the chairman to namea day for the 
consideration of the report, when the printing might be expect- 
ed to be brought in—say Tuesday next. 

Mr. BLACK was not in correspondence with the printer, and 
could not tell more than any other member when the work 
would be done. 

Mr. ADAMS informed the gentleman from Virginia that 
Tuesday next was assigned for the consideration of the bill re- 
ported hy the Committee on Manufactures to prevent frauds on 
the revenue. i 

Mr. WISE then named Wednesday next, te which Mr. BLACK 
assented. . 

Mr. R. GARLAND inquired of the chairman of the commit- 
tee whether he was prep ired to report on that branch of the 
subject committed ta them which related to the separation of 
the public printing from the political press. Tt. was desirable, 
he said, to have the whole subject referred to the committee, 
considered at the same time by the House. 

Mr. BLACK replied, that ifthe report was ready, the print- 
ing would not be ready. He would, however, say that the 
branch of the subject to which the gentleman referred, had nat 
been definitely acted on by the committee. | The commitiee, it 
was true, haddecided against the propnsition, and had directed 
him to make a report to that effect, but he had not yet bad tine 
to do it, unless he laid aside all other business to attend to this, 

Mr. GARLAND said that it was desirable that the House 
should have both the subjects referred to the committee, before 
it at the same time, anl he thought the chairman might. without 
much inconvenience, enable the House to do so. The com- 
mitee, on Wednesday last, decided against the proposition as 
unconstitutionaband highly inexpedient, and directed the com- 


299 


mittee to make a report to that effect. He hoped, therefore, 
that the gentleman would be ready with his report by Wednes- 
day next. Hehad prepared the minority report, and would be 
ready to present it any time. 

Mr. BLACK did nit think it necessary that the two subjects 
should be considered by the House at the same time. Nay, he 
thought it more expedient that they should be considered sepa- 
rately. Indeed, it was impracticable to consider both subjects 
together, because the gentleman and hia friends had agreed to 
recommend to the House that no change with regard to the 
manner and form of executing the public printing be made 
this session; it being the priees only that was proposed to be 
regulated. Such being the case, why urge the consideration of 
that branch ofthe subject relating to the separation of the pub- 
lic printing from the political press, when it had no direct con- 
nection with the other branch, relative to the change of the 
prices of the printing, and which ought immediately ta be 
acted on? 

Mr. DAVIS observed that the gentleman from Louisiana had 
informed the House that he was ready, on the part of the mi- 
nority of the committee, to report on the subject he was so so- 
licitous about, and therefore, if the House was disposed to dis- 
cuss it, it could be discussed as well on the report of the mino- 
rity as on that of the majority. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked what was the question before the 
House, and 

The SPEAKER replied that it was the proposition to post- 
pone the further consideration of the report of the Select Com- 
mittee on Printing till Wednesday next. 

Mr. RUSSELL remarked that ıt was very evident that this 
business was not in a state to be acted on now, and that the re- 
port not having been prepared, it was not probable that it 
would be ready for the action of the House so soon as Wednes- 
day next. For the purpose, therefore, of giving the chairman 
of the committee time to prepare his report, as well as for the 
Jouse to have it printed, he would suggest wifether it was not 
more advisable to postpone the subject to a day more distant 
than that named. He would name Tuesday week, which would 
give the gentleman from Georgia ample time to prepare his in- 
tended report. 

Mr. R. GARLAND opposed the proposition of Mr. RUSSELL, 
and assigned his reasons for so doing. 

Mr. RUSSELL understood that the committee had agreed 
upon a reduction of the prices of the public printing, and had 
reported on that branch of the subject; but that was not the only 
matter referred to them. They had also been instructed to in: 
quire and report upon the expediency of separating the public 
printing from the political press. Now, although the major ty 
of the committee had decided against that proposition, and had 
instructed their chairman to report accordingly tothe House, he 
had not yet had time todo it. But Mr, R. thought that ihe latter 
was the more important subject of the two, and that itought to 
be brought before the House at the same time with the other, in 
order that it might be the better enabled to judge how far the 
reduction should be carried. For the pupone of giving ample 
time to the chairman to prepare this second repor, he had named 
Tuesday week for the postponement, and if the gentleman from 
Louisiana would consider what the House had to do in the 
mean time, he would perceive that they could not well take up 
the subject at an earlier day. ‘The bill reported by the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures had been made the special order for 
Tuesday next, and the consideration of this bill would consume 
two or three days atleast. Then the gentleman, he was sure, 
would not interfere with the Fridays and Saturdays set apart 
for private hills, while the Monday following was petition day. 
So that the subjebtof printing, as he had before observed, could 
not well be taken up before Tuesday week. 

Mr. GRAVES, after some remarks, offered a resolution that 
the Select Committee on Printing be required to report on the 
remaining branch of the subject referred to them in the course of 
the present week. 

Mr. BLACK observed that he would have no objection to that 
resolution, were it not a direct reflection upon the committee. 
The committee had, under the instructions of the House, exa- 
mined a vast masse of testimony‘and had found thedutiesimposed 
on them so arduous, that the House had, from time to time, ex- 
tended the period to which their report was to he made. They 
had already reported on one branch of the subject committed to 
them, the one that they deemed the most urgent, but had not yet 
been able to report on the other. Had they known that the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana was so exceedingly anxious for a report 
on the other, they might perhaps have given it the preference, 
as their decision was made up onit. The commiitee had agreed 
that it was inexpedient for the House to adept this last proposi- 
tion, and they thought that it would be inconvenient to consider 
it in connection with the subject reported on. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved to postpone the further considera- 
tion of the subject till Thursday next, 

The question being first on the most remote period, i. e. on 
Mr. Russevt’s motion for Tuesday week, on count there were 
ayes 64. nays 43; and no quorum having voted, 

Mr. VANDERPOSL called for tellers, and Messrs. VANDER- 
PorL and Reynoips having been appointed such, ascertained, 
on count, that there were ayes 65, nays 62. So the subject was 
postponed till, and made the special order of the day, for Tues- 
day week next. 

Tie SPEAKER said that the business first in order was the 
resolution reported from the Cummittce of Elections by Mr. 
CAMPBELL, chairman, to have the report of that committee and 
all the testimony in relation to the New Jersey contested election 
printed, and the amendment of Mr. R. GARLAND thereto to dis- 
charge the committee from the further consideration of other 
testimony. 

Mr. FILLMORE, who was entitled to the floor, at the request 
of Mr. CAMPBELL, gave way for an explanation. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said that he had been inattentive to the 
progress of the debate, and when he rose on yesterday to anawer 
a question addressed to him, it was under a misapprehension of 
what the question was. Before he had taken his seat, however, 
he understood from the gentleman from New York [Mr. Fiti- 
MoRE] that the question related to the reading of testimony after 
the committee had assembled to take into consideration the re- 
solution of the House, ûnder which the 1epert was made. To 
the question thus limited as to time, he answered, that during 
the pendency of a motion in committee, instructing the char 
man to draw upa report, a member had cailed for the re: ing 
ofthe testimony, and that all the papers called for wire is : 
Mr.C had since understood that the inquiry oT asion. 
limited aa to what papers were actually read upon ee : 
In answer to this question, he would state that, eto eg £ 
recollection, the returns of the local officers of the townships o 
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Mitivitle and South Amboy were called for in succession; that 
they were read by une Cierk: that the gentleman trom Connec- 
ucut {Mr Sante] ther called tur other tesumony; it was pro- 
daced, bat demre n was read, the call was withdrawn. 

Mr. C. mate this statement not because he consitered it o 
ans imporuance to the Prevent controversy, but asa specific 
awwer w aspecific quesuon. All that is contended for in re- 
lanan to the reading of tesimony, after the comniittes assem- 
bled to take into consklerauon the instructions under which 
they reported, 1a, thata member had called for the reading v 
the testimony; that the Chair had derided it to be the privilege 
ef a member, before roung, to do so; and that all the papers 
required to be read were real—ithus showing, conclusively, 
wot only that the testimony waa acceasibie to all, but tiat any 
member of the committee, not eatisfiel with the eximiaation 
u had received, had the right, even at this late silage of our pro- 
cond) tohave it read in committee. 

Mr. FILLMORE. When was it that the returns from Mill. 
vilie and South Amboy were read—was it when the committee 


agteed on the basis of a report, or when they met to conener 


the report! 
Mr. CAMPBELL had already otate! that they were read 
pendang the mouon requesting the chairman to draw up a 


Gr FILLMORE then went on, and replied to some remarks 
of Mr. Campenut. made yesteniay, and which have not yet 
doen reported; after which, he replied to the remarke of Mr. 


and conunved speaking tili the expiration of the mom- 


ing hour; when, without having concl ’ 

Mr. ALFORD moved that the House proceed to the orders of 
the day; which motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, enclosing a report irom the Secre- 
tary of War, in compliance with the resvlution of the Senate of 
tao Lath instant, and that of the House of 
Sch instant, ingrepen w the military p nons of the Britrh 
suthoriues on thd Northern frontiers of United Xatre, trom 
Lake Superior to the Atlantic ocean, dsstinguishing the perma- 
nent from the tewnporary and field work, and panicularly no- 
ung those which are within the claimed limits of the United 
Crates. 

Ou motion of Mr. r 
ten oa Miluary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

“The House thea resumed the 

Mr. Bat, to secure the freedom of elections, and to prevent 
yr, interference of the F-deral officers in elections. The ques- 
tio being, Shali the bill be read the first ume? 

j Mr. WATTERSON being enutied w the floor on the above 
question, rephed at some length to his colleague from Ten- 
neee, (Mr. Baru } That genieman hal compiained of the 
summary masner in which bis motion tor leave to report the 
Dill kad been treated by a portion of the friends of the Adminis- 
tration. He presumed the gentlemen who opposed the leave, 

did it trom a convicuon that the principles at the bill were so 

abominable, eo odious, that it was bes: to stifle it on the thiesh- 

oki, ami thereby save the consampuon of the time of the House, 
which might be appropriated to the transaction of the business 
of the country. Tnouzh he had voted for the leave, he enter- 
tained as great a Tepugnance to the features of the biil as any 
of those who had opposed it. He had voted for it because he 
wieled w see a vute taken upon it, and let the country see 
who were in favor of its odious features. He thought that ai 
the bill con:ained the principlesof the Whig party, it was pro- 
that the people should know it. But he believed that when 
the House shouid be called to vote upon it, such dodging 
would be witnessed as had never been done since the vote on 
tne rejection of the bill in the Senate, reported by the Senator 
from Kentucky, (Mr. CRITTENDEN. | His colleague had com- 
ioed that the minority of the Mouse had been gagged by the 

. He asked if t was to be found in his seven hours’ 

and the elaborate speeches and unprofitable debates 

which the party the gentleman belongs to had indu'ged in. The 
facıs of the stave-of principles of the Opposition are no- 
torwes; yet forsooth they were gagged. If it was not 
the deposiuon of a majority to mt out tne important questions 
before the House, none of the business of the country would be 
transacie!. Tne Whig party oppose every thing and bring for- 
wird nothing. In reply to his colleague, said thatthe cry of 

o Tice holders was not new to his ears. He had ofien heard the 
sa ne sound. Sirancers to the cry would suppose that ali the of- 
five belders were enemies to their country, and particalarly 
if they were to hear with what emphasis his colleague dwelt 
upon the name. If there were too many office holders, let his 
colleague specify them and bring forward a measure to dis- 
pense with them, and he would go for it. No proposition had 
yet come from him for that purpose—and none could be ex- 
pected It was notorious that a majority of all the office holders 
were opposed to the Adminitration—aill the Opposition cry 
oat proscription. Mr. W. said there were at Jeaat 12,000 po t 
maasters, and a majority of them were opposed to the Ad- 
ministration. 

Mr. REED inquired what was the amount of their salaries. 
Mr. WATTERSON said their salaries were small, he knew; 
but in point of influence, at a cross road, they had more than any 
member of the cabinet. Postmasters had a tremendous influ- 
ence, if they wished to exercise it hy distribating documents and 
pores subscribere for newspapere This kind of influence 
been probably exercised for the Opposition party. If the 

President was to be censured at all, it ought to be for keeping 
in office so many of his op; nts. Ithe was to have all the 
odium, he thoaght be Gurki to have it for something. From the 
continual clamor about proscription, a person who knew no- 
thing about it ght well suppose that there was some truth in 
i; but the charge contd not be sustainel by the 
facis of the cass. The President does not agree to pursue 
such a couree as he would nrge. So far as he (Mr. W.) was 

he would, as to all important officers, sweep the 
political chessboard; and he believed it was al! sheer hypo- 
crisy in the Opposition, when they make any other profession, 
because, whenever and wherever they have the power, they 
carry out the ciples of indiscriminate proscrition. 

Mr. W. said he would like to see the political friends of his 
colleague (Mr. Batt] from the State of New York, vote for the 
bill. During the Legislature now in tession, te Whig Go- 
verpor of that State turned out six hundred office holders, in- 
cluding those of the lowest grade. 

Mr. MARVIN begged! leave to interrupt ani correct his 
friend. He was mistaken, the Governor did not tum outa 


fw. resumed. He has refused to reappoint, which 
jo the same Using. Was it not potorious that the Whig 
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CUSHING, it was referred to the Commit- ` 
consideration of the bill reported ; 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


euy Council of New York turned out every man, even the street 
scavengers! Nesin the Mato vl Pennsylvania. Did the Ritner 
dynasty carry out the spoila principle, as my colleague has been 
pieased to call it? He made a clean sweep. The white labor- 
ere onthe pubtic works even were dismissed, and as he had 
juat been mlormed, negroes were put in therr places. In New 
Jory the great broad seal State, every justice of the peace 
was themissed; and in Connecucut, and every other State 
whore they had the power, the same course had been pursued. 
If the country should be cursed by the election of the nominee 
of the Harrisburg convention, they will change their clamor; 
but there was no danger that they would ever have that cause 
for ceasing their hypocritical cry of proscription. Notwith- 
standing (said Mr. W.) Tam for a clean sweep, | would cenaure 
the Preanlent, er any other man for turning out competent, meri- 
torious, and reapectable officers, and appoint others just the 
the reverse. But if he could tin! among his own frienda those 
who were equally competent and deserving, he would tnvaria- 
bly give then the preference. 

‘We have heard much from my colleague, and others, abou 
the influence of office holders in tavor ot the Administration. 
Where, let me ask, is the evidence of that influence. Is it to 
be found in Washington city, where there are so many, and 
where nine-tenths of the people are opposed to this Democratic 
Ailminiatration? The Administration have been defeated in 
New York, Buston, New Orleans, where there are @ many of 
the officers of the General Government, in the custom houses, 
minta &c. Look at the city of Piiiadel pris in which are to 
be found a custom-house, mint, &c. In that city, the Demo- 
cratic party have been defeated by 4,000. Did thia look like the 
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oltiee hol. ters had much influence? Judging from the facta be- 
fore them, the influence was on the side of the Opposition. 

His colieague had denominated the Democratic party aa the 
andsard it could not stand a day, if his bill, and 
the bill introduced in the other end of the Capitol, of like im- 

port, had passed: that hey woun have the same effect on the 
Democratic party as did the surgeon’s knife in deapatching the 
vampire—a history of the existence and destruction of which 
he had cited. What had been the consequence of the use of 
this surgeon’s knife—the gag bill—in the Senate? Tt had bled to 
death two of his colleague’s political friends, the late Senators 
from Tennessee. 

My colleague also said his hill was to prevent the interfer- 
ence of federal officers in elections—in other words, it was to 
g them—it was, in its effect, to deprive them of their rights 
under the Conatituuon—to think, to speak, and (0 act; it wae 
to enstave them; and yet he gays it was to emancipate them. 
He could not reenncile these two deciarations, and was ata 
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loss to know how his colleague could. He asked ifthe bill was - 


not the same in principle, if net in detail, as that introduced 
[Mr. Crrrrenpen.| Ihe was not mistaken, his colleague ha 
approved of that bill, and that the features were the same as 
the bill now introduced by him. Mr. W. said he had read the 
speech of his colleague on the Harbor bi!l in 1836, in which he 
quotei an old English statute, which was almost word for 
word with Mr. Critrespen’s bill, and held it up as worthy of 
imitation by this tree country. He therefore iuferred that his 
colleague was in favor of that gaz bill. 

Mr. W. then adverted to the sianding charge of the Opposi- 
tion in relation todefaulters, Jle read from an official docu- 
meat, printed by order of the House, giving a liet of the de 
faulters, and the amount of 
the Government to the 4th March, 1837, by which he ehowed 
that there was more money lost under the four years’ Admi- 
nistration of John Quincy Adame than was lost under the eight 
years comprising General Jacksou’s Administration, in pro- 
portion to the amount collected and disbursed. Yet the 
Opposition were exerting every nerve to restore that Adminis- 
tration io power—for he contended that, notwithatanding it was 
not proposed to advance the same man, it waa to restore the 
same odious Federal principles. 

Mr. W. said, as his colleague had talked about office holders, 


were twice the number. He held in his handa document con- 
taining the names of those who composed the Harrisburg Con- 
vention, nominating General Harrison for the Presidency. In 
looking over that pamphlet, the question occurred to Mr. W. 
Who were these delegates? What ate their principles? What 
are their professions? Were they delegates tresh from the peo- 
ple, or were they the representatives of mere town politicians, 
and street brawlers? He had collected a mass of information on 
these points, and intended to lay it before the House and the 
country. It was not hie purpose to misrepresent delega'es to 
that Convention, but to show that their avocations did not con- 
form to the characters of those who live in log cabins, and drink 
hard cider. The president of the Convention (sail Mr. W.) was 
Judge Barbour, a lawyer, Mr. Adams’s Secretary of Btate and 
Minister to the Court of St. James. 


Mr. LINCOLN ræe, and called the gentleman to order. He 
was not inthe habit of interrupting the course of the discussions 
going on, but the course of debate of the gentleman from Ten- 
nemee was such, that he felt it his duty to endeavor to puta 
stop to it. The gentleman was giving biographical sketches, 
and commenting on the politieal conduct of individuals over the 
whole Union. Such a course of debate was entirely out of or- 
der; and he called upon the BPEAKER NOW to decide whether the 
rules of the House were to he enjorced or not. 

Mr. WATTERSTON said that his colleague (Mr. PELL] had 
yesterday entertained the House with a discussion on the in- 
fluences exercised by office holders in the political affairs ofthe 
country, 
of argament, to show the influence attempted and exercised by 
those seeking office. He wanted to show the characters of the 
motley assemblage of those seeking to break down the present 
Administration, and the discordant materials of which their 
party was composed. 

M-. STARKWEATHER said it appeared to him that the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Watterson] might be permit- 
ted to speak 
league of the gentleman (Mr. BELL] was yesterday permitted to 
tell a long story about a loafer out of the country (in France] 
who went about sucking people’s blood, 

Mr. GENTRY hoped that his colleague might be permitted 
w proceet. 

fr. MASON strongly objected to the courre of debate in- 
duiged in by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. W ATTERSON,] 
and expressed the hope that the SPEAKER would enforce the 
tulesof the House. Mr, M. said that he intended, on this ques- 
tion, to oal for a division of the House, in order thas it might be 


into the Senate last session by the gentleman from Kentucky; H 
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tlefalcationa, since the formation of - 


it would be no harm to talk about office seekers, of whom there | 
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and he thought it but right, as an offset to that course ,' 


of men and things inthis country, when the col- * 
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definitively settled whether discussions of this character should 
be permitied. Mr. M. was proceeding with hie iemarks, when 

Mr. WISE called him to order. His friend from Ohio, he 
said, while lecturing the gentleman from ‘Tennessee on a point 
of order, waa himeelfout of order. 

Mr. BRIGGS objected to the gentleman’s proceeding out of 
order. 1f, said he, the SPRAKER decides that he is out of order, 
1 object to his guing on without permission of the House, and 
will call for the yeaa and naya on the qa-etion. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the course of the 
remarks of the gentleman {rom Tennessee were certainly not 
inorder. Gentlemen had been in the habit of indulging in 
great latitude of debate, and thie being the custom o1 the House, 
was permitted by the CHAIR; but the gentieman from Tennessee 
had commented on the political conduct and characters ol in- 
dividuals, which was not customary. 

Mr. WELLER contended that the gentleman from Tennessee 
had not departed from the usual course of discusion that had 
been practised in the House, and he therefore moved that he be 
permian to proceed in the same course; which motion waa 
agreed to. 

Mr. WATTERSON regretted very much that he had 
besn interrupted, because he could have concluded his 
remarks in the time occupied by the interruption. He 
said his colleague (Mr. Bev) had been denouncing the 
officere of the Government as vainpires; sucking blood 
out of the country. And was it irrelevant to the subject 
before the House for him (Mr. Watterson) to speak of 
thoas who wanted to come into power! He was only endea. 
voring, at the commencement of his remarka, to get at the 

rinciples of the convention that nominated General Harrison 
or the Presidency. 

Here Mr. W. commented on the 
essociation at Oswego, New York, and General Harrison’s con- 
science keepers, anl was proceeding to analyze the politics of 
the members ofthe Harrisburg Convention, when 

Mr. LINCOLN again interrupted Mr. W. anil eaid he thought 
thia was a fit occasion to have the rules of the House distinctly 
understood and enforced, 1f the Cuarr decided that the gentle- 
man was out of order, he insisted that he take his seat, until the 
House gave him permission to proceed in order. He assured 
the gentieman from Tennessee that he meant no unkindnesas or 
disrespect to hi.n personally; but his desire to see the rules of 
the House preserved was the occasion of his intert cing in this 
matter. He hoped the gentlemangif permitted to proceed, 
would proceed in order. 

Mr. BROWN begged leave to remind the House of one fact. 
His colleague (Mr. BeLL,} on yesterday spoke of the influence 
of office holders, and the President at the head of them, and de- 
scribed also a Central Committee, with their ac ion, all over the 
country. Now he understood that his other colleague (Mr. 
W ATrerson, | desired to show that there was a sort of central 
committee tor the Opposition, pureuing the same tine of cem- 
duct, and todraw a compar eon between them. It appeared to 
him that if this was a legitimate couree of argument fur the une, 
it genais ought to beso for the other. i 

Mr. CLIFFORD was glad that this question had been made, 
and should vote to sustain the decision of the Cuamm. He was’ 
glad ala that the SPgakeRr manifested a dispositio | to preserve 
the rules of the House. Though the motion on this question 
might operate with peculiar hardship against his friend from ' 
Tennessee, yet he sould vote for it, thongh at the same time he 
would express his regret that the gentleman in the Opposition 
ba:l not shown the same fastidious regard for the preservation te 

he rules on furmer occasisns, when their friends were coneum. 
ing the time of the House with. discussions foreign to the sub- 
ject under consideration. He hoped his friends would openly 
meet this question and settle it, and that hereafter gentlemen in 
the Opposition would be as ready to enforce the rules as now. 

Mr. WISE objected to the discussion, as out of order. He had 
no objection to the gentleman’s proceeding in his own way, and 
ay he might be permitted to go on. 

r. BELL wished to make one remark. An impression 
seemed to prevail that his colleague would be prevented from 
answering a speech of his which was supposed by some to 
be out of order, or that some pasts of it were out of order. 
Under these circumstances, he should be very sorry to deprive 
his colleague of the opportunity of replying in hie own way. 
Whether his remarke were out of order or not, the apprehen- 
sions of the other party should uperate on his friends to induce 
them to permit his colleague to proceed. He would, how- 
ever, say that he did not recollecta single observation in his 
speech that was not strictly in accordance with parliamentary 
law He confined himeelf entirely to the discussion of the 
subject before the House, digressing only where an applicable 
itluatration of it presented itself. 

Mr. CHAPMAN said that he was extremely glad that the 
crisis had at last arrived that he had desired to see ever since he 
had been a member of this Honee. He had seen, with extreme 
regret, the latitude of dehate—the palpable digression from the 
legitimate subject under discussion by members of thie body— 
and he had earnestly desired to see this most injurions couree 
a vote of the House. 

Mr. C. said that he never indulged in such latitude in debate; 
indeed he had heen as seldom indulged in debate here as any 
member on the floor, and had consumed as little of the time of 
the House in that way. 

A few days ago, Mr. C. said, when in Committee of the 
Whole, the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Duncan] was called to 
order for digressing from the subject under dehate, by a political 
opponent, (Mr. Trompott.J the Cnain deciding that although 
th: speaker was digressing, yet, as it had been the practice 
here, he could not determine him to be out of order. 1 thought 
then that a proper case had occurred to put an end to the practice 
as far as my voice could do it; andin a case, toe, when my mo- 
tivescould not be suspected to be impreper—objection having 
been taken toa political friend by a political opponent. I there- 
fare took an appeal from the decision of the Cuai: but the 
Cuarte decided the appeal to be too late, and the question was 
not put. And here, Mr. C. said, a gentleman (Mr. Graves] had 
made an improper insinuation as to the motive that had influ- 
enced his courte, alth ugh he was conscious that hie motives 
were influenced alone from a sense of public duty, and a sincere 
regard to the interest of the country. I 

Mr C. said that speeches had become so common, 20 lengthy, 
and so foreign from the subjecta under debate generally, that the 
most important public and legitimate business of the country 
was not only delayed, but omitted altogether. This evil he. 

thought greater, much greater, than any reasonable restriction 
in debate to the subject under discussion. 

Mr. C, soid he waa aware (hat his constituant complained 
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that he did not participate more in the debates in this House; 
but he was very sure that if their constituents could witness 
the scenes we have here, the waste of public time and money 
by useless and ineffectual debate, they would never complain 
on that account. eee 

Mr. C. remarked that he was convinced that his friend from 

ennessee, (Mr. Watterson,} who was now called to order, 
was not more out of order than his colleague (Mr. BELL] was 
yesterday, but on the contrary, was in a legitimate course of 
argument in reply to his colleague. But, Mr. C. said, that both 
had digressed from the subject, and he was still better satiafied 
that, in sustaining the opinion of the SPEAKER, when against a 
personal and political friend, as he should do now, his motives 
could not be impugned by his friend from Tennessee, who had 
been called to order, or any one else. Mr. C. said he thanked 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Lincoun,] who is his 
political opponent, for raising the qnestion now on the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Watrerson.] his personal and po- 
litical friend. He (Mr. C.) would unite with the gentleman 
from Massachusetts in putting an end to this unwartantable 
practice, so injurious to the good order of this House, and the 
accomplishment of the business of the country, of which so 
little has, even at this day, been done. But, said Mr. C. that 
gentleman and hia friends must take notice that the same strict 
rule shall be applied to them hereafter. 

Mr. WISE could not vote for this question of order till he 
knew what was the offence of the geatleman from Tennessee 
against order. Was the gentleman eatled to order for the irrele- 
vancy of his argument? 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman was called to order 
for discussing the politics of the individuals assembled at the 
Harrisburg convention, and the Cuar decided that such dis- 
cussion was out of order. The remarks of the SPEAKER ex- 
plaining his decision were not heard distinctly enough te re- 


ort. 

p Mr. WISE believed that the remark of the gentleman from 
Tennessee was true, that had he not been interrupted, he would 
have finished his apeech by this time. If I had been in the 
chair, said Mr. W. I would never interrupt a gentleman for 
what your illustrious predecessor called irrelevancy of argu- 
ment. The gentleman from Tennessee did allude to the politi- 
cal characters of certain distinguished individuals as an offset 
tothe argument of his colleague; and though this might be 
deemed irrelevant to the matter under consideration, yet he did 
net think he ought to be interrupted forit. Jenever would at- 
tempt to chain down the mind of man for what was called 
irrelevancy in debate He would continue to object to such in- 
terruptions, and go for what is called latitude of debate, for 
latitude of debate was the life of the Opposition. 

Mr. LINCOLN stated what Mr. W ATTERSON’8 course of ar- 
gument had been, and his objections to it. 

Mr. WISE said he understood all that. Ife heard from the 
Cram what was the course of the gentleman’s argument, and 
his decision upen the point of order raised. Whatdid it amount 
to? When a gentleman on one side had been showing the act- 
ings and doings of those in office and in power, the appropriate 
answer was Lo show the actings and doings of those seeking of- 
fice and power. He thought that the argument of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, even in the extreme light the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Lincoin] had put it, wasa fair and 
pertinent response to his colleague. 

Mr. MASON here called Mr. Wiss to order, and said that the 
gentleman fron: Virginia was discussing the very question he 
pronounced him out of order for discussing. 

Mr. WISE. The gentleman from Ohiois wrong. When he 
was discussing the subject he was out of order, for no appeal 
was then taken from the decision of the Curr; but now there 
was an appeal pending, and it was perfectly in order for him 
(Mr. Wise) to discuss it. T an, said Mr. W, for the gentleman 
going .on as he has begun. If he can stand the examina- 
tion of the motives and characters of those in power, we surely 
can stand the examination ofthe motives and characters 
of those seeking to turn them out. The subject under discus. 
sion, was a bill to secure the freedom of elections; and t! e merits 


of the whole question required a wide and ample discussion of | 


all the collateral subjects involved init. He contended that no 
gentlemen should be called to order except for actual personal 
disorder. If this unhappily occurred, the Sergeant-at-Arms 
should be sent to him; but he never would agree to a decision 
that shuts a speaker’s mouth on the mere point of irrelevancy. 
Let me tell my friends in the Opposition that, if they sustain 
this appeal, their hands will be in the lion’s mouth. You, sir, 
(the Speaxenx,] may be logician enough tu decide promptly what 
13, or is not, relevant in debate; but we know the facility with 
which appeals are taken and sustained here. Let me tell gen 
tlemen that, if they ever attempt to apply the screws to me 
for this irrelevancy in debate, 1 wiil throw them into a scene 
of disorder which it will not be so easy tu get out of. This 
would be easy for a man of nerve to do when he was de- 
termined to maintain his rights. 

If God spares me health and strength, I shall want, myself, full 
and free scope at those in power and place, before this session 
closes, and all I desire is an open field and a fair fight. 

Mr. CUSHING observed that this was a pro, er time to set- 
tle the question whether the remainder of the session shall be 
consumed in idle debate, or whether the rules shall be enforced, 
and the business of the country progressed with. Was the 
appeal debatable? 

he SPEAKER said it was not. 

Mr WISE said if he had been aware that it was not debata- 
ble, he would not have made the remarks he did. 

Mr. BROWN of Mississippi here withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. CRABB moved that the gentlemen from Tennessee be 
permitted to proceed; which motion being agreed to, 

Mr. WATTERSON then resumed his remarks, and had pro- 
ceeded but a short time, when he was again called to order by 

Mr. CUSHING, who said that he had heard gentlemen all 
around him saying “lethim go on,” but really he thought the 
point should be made and decided whether the remainder of 
this session is to be consumed in unprofitable debate or not. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman was not strictly in 
order, but he had been permitted by the House to ‘go on. 

Mr. DAWSON hoped the country would be given to under- 
stand that thecharacter of their proceedings was not owing to 
the SPEAKER but to the House itself— for whenever he attempt- 
ed to enforce the rules of the House, the House had uniformly 
interposed and suffered the disorderly debate to go on. 

Mr. DUNCAN observed that it was a little unfortunate that 
the gentlemen who were so solicitous about the preservation of 
the rules, should have been silent when the debate on the Cum- 
berland road was going on. On that occasson, they indulged 


themselves in the greatest latitude of discussion, and made 
speeches of two hours’ Jength, in which the Cumberland road 
was little thought of, but an abundance was said in favor of the 
claims of General Harrison te the Presidency. Now, when a 
Democrat gets up to reply, which he has the right to do, and 
which his duty to his constituents requires, he cannot say a 
word tn relation to General Harrison and his supporters, with- 
out being called to order. 

Mr. LINCOLN suid the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Duncan} did not apply to him; for when the Cumberland 
road was under consideration, he interposed his objections to 
the course the debate had taken. 

Mr. DUNCAN said his remarks did not apply to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, but to others ef the party he acted 


ith. 

Mr. LINCOLN, after a few remarks, said it was now time to 
decide the question for the rest of the session, whether the rules 
shall be enforced or not, and whether these irrelevant debates 
shall be indulged in any longer. He objected to the gentleman’s 
proceeding until a motion was made that he proceed in order, 
and on that motion he intended to call for the yeas and nays. 

Afier some further remarks from Messrs. DAWSON, 
BANKS, LINCOLN, DDONGOOLE, STUART, CUSHING, 

On motion of Mr. BANKS of Virginia, 

Mr. WATTERSON was permitted to procee:!, but had not 
given the professions and politics of more than two or three de- 
legates in the Harrisburg Convention, when he was called toor- 
der b 
M D SA LTONSTALL, who said that he would liketo know 
what the Hartford Convention had to do with the subject before 
the House. i 

Mr. WISE mustin justice say, after makinga speech in favor 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, that his imagination could not 
see the relevancy of his remarks. 

Mr. WATTERSON. I have said nothing about the Hartford 
Convention. The gentleman seems to be extremely sensitive 
on that subject, and furnishes a striking illustration of the fact 
that the “wicked fleeth, when no man pursueth.” Iam very 
sorry tu be calledto order so often. 1f members of the Opposi- 
tionon this floor would strictly confine themselves to order, I 
would strictly confine myselfto order. If gentlemen will not 
permit me to lay before the House the complexion of the de- 
legates to the Harrisburg Convention, they cannot deprive me 
of the privilege of doing so when I writ» out my remarks. But 
as I have sat here from day to day, and listened to Whig mem- 
bers making party speeches, which had no relevancy, not the 
must remote, to the subject before the House, I little expected, 1 
confess, to hear myself called to order £o repeatedly from that 
quarter. . 

[Cries of “go on, go on,” from many—let’s have all their 
names. } 
Mr. WATTERSON said, no. Leave had been givenhim to 
proceed several times, and before he could define the position of 
more than a single delegate in that Convention, he was again 
called to order; and he was now determined to go on with his 
comments, which would be in order, He said the information 
which he had been prevented from laying before the House, 
would show whose candidate General flarrison was. After 
commenting at length ou the Harrisburg Convention, he passed 
on to the late Ohio Convention. nan 

Mr. W. then read from a newspaper in his hand a list of the 
members of that convention, giving their politics and occupa- 


tions. 
Mr. MASON asked the gentleman what paper he was read- 
ing from? 
r. WATTERSON answered that it was the Ohio States- 


man. 

Mr. MASON said the statement was wholly untrue in many 
particulars, to his knowledge. The designation o" the indivi- 
duals in his county was altogether incorrect; and he had been 
assured by some of his colleagues that it was equally untrue 
with regard to the counties in which they resided. Indeed, 
the whole statement had been publicly contradicted in a papır 
in his State, [naming it,] and the editor who made it called on to 
produce the proof, which he failed to do. i 

Mr. BOND corroborated the statement of his colleague, [Mr. 
Mason,] and said that the statement, so far as it regarded the 
individuals living in his county, was wholly destitute of truth. 
The account had been publicly contradicted, and the editor 
called on for his proof, which he was unable to produce. 
The Editor of the Ohio Statesmen was notorious in his State 
for his want of veracity, and wasentitled to no credit. His 
paper was so remarkable in that particular, that in one in- 
stance one hundred and sixty falsehoods had been counted in it. 

Mr. WATTERSON said he did not pretend to be personaliy 
acquainted with the individuals named in the paper before 
him. The parer occupied a respectable standing in the State 
of Ohio, and he had no reason to doubt its statements. He 
would like, however, to hear from his Democratic friend from 
Ohio on the subject. ; 

Mr. MEDILL said that he was accidentally absent during the 
discussion that had just taken place, and had only resumed his 
seat in time to hear a partof the remarks of his honorable ¢ol- 
league, {Mr. Bonp.] Had his colleague confined his remarks 
to a mere denial of the correctness of the statement contained 
in the paper alluded to, he did not know thathe would feel 
called on to make any reply. He was acquainted with but few 
of the persons named as having been appointed to attend the 
convention, and had no other information on the subject than 
he derived through the various papers ofthe day. He was en- 
tirely willing to rest the correctness of the statement with the 
people of Ohio, on the assertion of the paperin which it is con- 
tained, and tke denial of his colleague. The names of the dele- 
gates that attended the cor vention from the county in which he, 
Mr. M. resided, are not given, except to a very limited extent. 
The official character of the very tew that are reported, is cor- 
rectly designated. Six of them hold appointments under the 
Federal Government. They are highly respectable, but so far 
from residing in “log cabins” and depending for a precarious 
subsistence on “hard cider,” he believed the whole six were 
merchants, of considerable capital, and who indulged pretty 
largely in the good things for which that county was sọ dis- 
inguished. 
hat his colleague did not stop here. He had seen proper to 
avail himselfof his privileges on this floor, and the advantages 
thereby obtained, to satiate his polifical hatred. by an attack 
on the private reputation of the editor. He would be wanting 
in respect to himself, asa citizen of Ohio, and to a large majo- 
rity of those whom he represented here, if he permitted that 
gentleman to be thus unjuetly assailed in his absence, without 
exposing the motive that prompted so great a departure from 


the ordinary rules of decorum. Asa man of honor and inte” 
gtity—a citizen whose social intercourse ie sought, and almost 
universally esteemed, he did not know that the Editor of 
the Statesman would lose any thing by a comparison 
with any of the delegation on that floor. He had known him 
long and intimately, He had seen him elected to the House of 
Representatives by as honest, as respectable, and as truth-loving 
a constituency, as his honorable colleague himself could boast 
of. He had seen him transferred from thence to a seat in the 
Senate by the same constituency, and finally elected by a joint 
vote of both branches of the Legislature to the responsible of- 
fice of Printer to the State. Still rising in the estimation and 
confidence of the public, he was re-elected during the last win- 
ter to the same high, responsible office, by a vote of more than 
two to one in the Legislature of his State. Such, sir, is the 
character and standing of the individual on whom my honora- 
ble colleague would seek to wreak his political enmity to the 
principles of the Administration. 

Mr. BOND said that if his colleague was willing to compare 
himself with the Editor of the Ohio Statesman, he was at perfect 
liberty to do so; but that he (Mr. B.) would not agree to be put 
ona level with him. When his colleague said that he never 
heard the characters of the Editors ofthat paper impeached, he 
confessed he never was more astonished in his life. He had 
heard one of them published by the name of “lying Jake.” 

Mr. MEDILL would inquire whom his colleague alluded to. 

Mr. BOND said he alluded to Jacob Medary. 

Mr. MEDILL said that Jacob Medary wag inne way inte- 
rested in the Statesman or any other paper, either as Editor or 

ubiisher. 

p Mr BOND. Thenif he is not the Editor of the Statesman, he 
is brother of the Editor. He was once interested, and he did not 
know that he had ceased to be so. 

Mr. MEDILL said, that when his colleague dragged into his 
debates on this floor the names of private individuals residiog 
in his own State, and who wereno way connected with the sub- 
ject under consideration, he should be certain he was correct. 
‘As to epithets or cognomens of this kind, we know they are 
in the gittofall, and are sometives conferred on the most worthy 
and deserving. His honorable colleague was himself occa- 
sionally honored, in some places, with a nearly similar appela- 
tion, after the publication of his celebrated speech a year or two 
since. No one stands higher in the social] community in which 
he resides than the young gentleman alluded to. As to my col- 
league’s unwillingness to be compared to the Editor of the 
Statesman, perhaps it arises from his apprehensions of the 
result. If popular confidence at home is the criterion of re- 
spectahility here, (and I do not know an what else my colleague 
particularly relies.) then is the Editor hts superior. 

Mr. WELLER observed, that with the permission of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. WarTrErson, ] he would like to say 
a word to his honorable colleague over the way, [Mr. Bonp.] 
The statement made by the Ohio Statesman in relation to the 
materials which composed the late Whig Convention, had been 
impeached by his colleague. All he desired to say on thìs sub- 
ject was, that so far as that list gave the business and occupa- 
vons ot the delegates appointed from the distriet which he had 
the honor to represent, he believed it was strictly correct. He 
was personally acquainted with nearly all of the individuals 
named, and therefore had no hesitancy in making this state- 
ment. He would not undertake to say whether it was proper, 
or even decent, for his colleague to drag before this House a 
private citizen of Ohio, and apply to him the epithet of “Lying 
Jake.” Sir, said Mr. W. if that be decency, I should distike 
very much to be called a decent maa 

[Here the Speaxsr called Mr. W. to order.) 2 

Mr. BOND said that, if his colleague had any thing to say to 
him personally, here or elsewhere, he was willing to hear it, 

Mr. WELLER. Ali 1 have to say to the gentleman, I have 
already said; and I hope he understands me. One other re- 
mark, (said Mr. W.) and [havedone. My colleague has stated 
that one of the Editors of the Statesman is known in Ohio by 
the appellation of “lying Jake.” Now, sir, the veracity of my 
honorable colleague will be seen when I s'ate the fact, that the 
individual to whom he alludes is not one of the Editors of that 
paper, nor is he connected in any way with the publication of 
that paper. He is (sait Mr. W.) as honorable and respectable 
a man as there is in the State, and will compare with my bo- 
norable colleague in truth and veracity, and every thing else that 
characterizes the gentleman. ; 

Mr. ANDREWS hoped the gentlemen from Ohio would go 
into one of the committee rooms and settle their State affairs, 
and that the order of the proceedings he enforced. 

Mr. BOND said he again pronounced the statement false, Bo 
faras regarded the county in which he lived, he knew that it 
was not true. Mr. B. again repeated that this paper was so 
notorious for its falsehoods, that in one instance one hundred 
and sixty lies had been detected in it. ~ 

Mr. WELLER. Does my colleague mean to say that the 
statement is false with regard to the persons in the district 
where I live? Ifso, I have a word to say to him. 

Mr. BOND. I do not speak of the district in which the gen- 
tleman lives; but I speak of the county of Muskingum and the 
county in which J live, and know it is false as regards the indi- 
viduals belonging to those countries. 

Mr. WATTERSON then continued his renarks without fur- 


therinterruption. When he concluded, the Houze, 
On motion of Mr. GENTRY, 
Adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, April 3, 1840. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presentei the memorial of a number of 
citizens of the State of Pennsylvania, praying the passarge of a 
bankrupt law. . , ; 

Mr. ALLEN presented two memorials of inhabitants of Hu- 
ron county, Ohio, praying the passage of a bankrupt law. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of a number of citi- 
zens of the State of New York, praying the passage of a bank- 
rapt law; 

Which were severally referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr PORTER presented the memorial of a number of pro: 
prietors of American steam vessels, praying a repea! of certain 
provisions of the act of July 7, 1838; which was laid on the 


table. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the 
Haskins; which was referre 
OG YOUNG submitted a document in relation to the bill 


tition of Thomas and Ralph 
Fio the Committee on the Ju- 
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granting to the Mississippi and Rock river Canal company a 
portion of the public lan for the purposes therein expressed; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN submitted additional documents in rela- 
tion to the memorial of the clerks inthe cistom-house.at Phila- 
deiphia; which, with tha memorial, were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of William B. Mc- 


Murtiie. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Clai to which 
had been referred bills from the House i : 

For the relief of Richard Booker and others; 

For the relief of Gamaliel E. Sunith; and 

For the relief of Thomas W. Taylor; 
reporta the same severally withoutamend rent. 

r. H. also fromethe same committee to which was referred 
House bills 

For the relief of Nicholas Hedges; and 

For the relief of James Cox; 
made advere» reports thereon respectively. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which was referred 
the petition on the subject, reported a bill for the relief of N. G. 
Hamilton; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which were relerred 

‘The petiuon of John Scrivener and others; 

The petition of N. G. Hamilton; and 

The petition of the heirs of John Chalmers; 
made adverse reports therean; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the bill for the relief of the administrator of 
dosent Edson, made an adverse report thereon; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr.T 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be laid 
before the Senate, as early as practicable, the whole of the pro- 
ceedings of a court martial recently assembled at Charlestown, 
Massachusetts, for the trial of 2d Lieutenant Louis F. Whitney, 
of the Marine Corps; the charges and specifications against 
him; as well aa‘all correspondence had in relation thereto, be- 
tween the Secretary of the Navy, or any one else by his direc- 
tions, and all other persons whomsoever: also, that he be re- 
deemed to communicate whether a certain letter, signed “G 
W. Davia,” containing allegations against Lieut. Whitney, re- 
ceived by the Secretary of the Navy in December last, did not 
on the trial prove to be fictitious; as well, also, whether any 
steps have been taken for the purpose of discovering the writer 
or author of the said letter. 

Agreeably to not ce, Mr. TALLMADGE asked and obtained 
leave to bring in a bill to establish an uniform system of bank- 
ruptcy throughout the United States; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Commitee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Agreeably to previous notice, Mr. SEVIER asked and ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill fvr the relief of George Duval and 
others; which was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

The bill to relinquish the reveisionary interest of the United 
Skates toa certain reservation in the State of Alabama, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the discontinuance of the office of surveyor ge- 
neral in the several districts, so seon asthe surveys therin can 
be completed, and for abolishing land offices under certain cir- 
cumstances, was taken up. 

The third section of the bill to abolish the office of Solicitor 
was stricken out of the bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama had then offered an amendment to 
abolish the office of Recorder of the General Land Office. The 
amendment was advocated by Mr. CLAY ot Alabama, and 
oppoeed by Messrs. KING, PRESTON, TAPPAN, and 
CLAYTON, and rejected— ayes 18, nays 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesars. Allen, Anderson, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Crittenden, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, Lumpkin, 
Merrick Norvell Pierce, Preston, Roane, Strauge, Tappan, and 

ite—18. 

NAYS—Neasrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Davis, Dixon, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Rovinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Wall, Web- 
ater, Wright, and Young—25. 

The bill was then, after beiag amended on motion of Mr. 
SMITH of Indiana, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
qeading. a 


ADGE submitted the following resolution for 


fwOpniation, the Secretary of the Treasury had not included it 
in his annual estimates, and he, for one, was not willing to sub- 
ject himself, and the party with which he acted, to the charge 
of extravagant appropriations, after the lecture they had re- 
ceived from the Executive on the subject of economy. He ad- 
verted to the annual message of the President, and particularly 
that portion of it recommending economy in the public expen- 
ditures, and denounced it as the most impudent and the most in- 
sulting lecture that has ever been given to any Congress by any 
man who has ever honored or dishonored the Executive chair. 
Mr. 8. was followed by 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, who said he had always believed 
that the Constitution conferred the power on Congress to rhake 
appropriations for the construction of works of internal im- 
provement. But while he believed this, he could not support 
the present bill, when it would be necessary to Create a na- 
tional debt to procure funds for carrying on the road. He al- 
luded to the veto on the Maysville road bill, and said that, since 
that period, the three States of Ohio, Indiana, and Minois, have 
had a monopoly of the favors of the Government in the way of 
appropriations for internal improvement, to the exclusion of 
all the other States of the Union. He said that these 
three States had supported the Administration, and the 
Executive who vetoed the Maysville turnpike road, which 
was alink in the great southwestern arm of the National 
road, and now support an Administration pledged to the 
game principles; and a majority of the delegates from 
those States have always voted against the bill to dis- 
tribate the proceeds of the public lands among the se- 
vema! States, which would enable all to participate in the 
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benefits which were now enjoyed by these three States ex- 
clusively. He referred io the great expense of the road, which 
in Indiana cest at the rate of $14,000 per mile, while in Ken- 
tucky the State had constructed upwanis of aix hundred miles 
of Macadamized road at arate of about $6000 per mile. He 
attributed this to a shameful waste ofthe public money, or that 


: those who had the managementof the road considered them- 


selves as entitled to a share of the public spoils, and had go- 
verned themselves accordingly. Considering the embarrassed 
state of the Treasury, and considering the propriety of the mem- 
bers of the Opposition avoiding even the appearance of coun- 
tenancing extravagant appropriations, he thought the best 
course would be to remit the whole subject to President Harri- 
son, who would take possession of the White House on the 5th 
of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-one. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana followed in reply to Mers. SOUTH- 
ARD and CLAY of Kentucky. He examined the several posi- 
tions assumed by those gentiemen, and argued to show their 
unsoundness. They had pretended to oppose its present prose- 
cution en the ground that the country was in debt; while the 
journals would show that those gentlemen had voted for much 
larger appropriations for this road, when the national debt was 
ten times greater than at present. They oppose it now when 
we have a debt of five millions of Treasury notes, and yet they 
voted for larger appropriations for the road when we hada na- 
tional debt of fifty millions of dollars. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. CLAY] had stated that ashe had voted against the 
Treasury Note bill, he felt it would not be right in him to vote 
fora bili which would draw so much money from the Trea- 
aury. Butthe Senator is well aware that the bill was passed: 
that the Treasury has been supplied with means, which, if not 
expended on this road, will be expended on other objects in which 
the people ef the West have no interest. But the Senators from 
Kentucky [Mr. Clay] and New Jersey (Mr. SourHarRp] have 
given us another reason for voting against this bill—that it has 
not been recommended by the Administration. Thisis a strange 
argument, coming from that quarter. When did they begin 
to take the recommendations of the Administration as 
the guide for their conduct? He felt that he was as 
much disposed as either of those gentlemen to take the 
Administration for his guide, but he would not permit 
the recummendation of this Administration, or of any other, 
to influence him to give a vote which his judgment 
and conscience told him was wrong. The President had re- 
commended theSub-Treasury bill. Had either of those gentle- 
men been influenced by his recommendation? Did they vote 
for it? come here, said Mr. S. to represent a sovereign and in- 
dependent State, and not to represent this Administration; and 
what I feel that duty to my State and to my country commands 
me to do, that I willdo. utterly regardless whether the Admi- 
nistration pointsto the rightor to the left. While every other 
appropriation of the Government is supported, this alone is 
singled out as an object of attack. While millions upon mil- 
lions are expended on your seahoard, this small appropriation 
for the favorite measure of the West is to be denied. He had 
expected that if this great measure was to receive the fatal 
blow, it would go down by the hands of its enemies, and not by 
the hands of its professed friends, 

Mr. YOUNG followed at length in reply to Messrs. CLAY 
and Soutaarp. He said the fiat had gone forth, and the bill 
roust fall; but he said the road would not be relinquished, and 
the States interested in it would soon be enabled tu present it 
under more potent auspices, if not here, at least in another 
wing ofthe Cäpitol, when he trusted they would be able to 
make their rights felt and respected. e had thought that 
when the appropriations in this bill had been cut dewn to 
one-half their original amount, it would have been 
permitted to pass. He scouted the idea that because this 
country was in debt to the trivial amount of five millions of dol- 
lars, that was e sufficient reason for stopping this great national 
work. We had seen votes appropriating larger sums when 
the Treasury was in a much worse condition than at present. 
Mr. Y. then quoted various passages {rom the journal in sup 
port ofhis argument; and, after some further remarks from 
Messrs. CLAY of Kentucky, and SMITH of Indiana, 

The question was taken, Shall this bill be ordered to be en 
grossed fora third reading? and the yeas and nays being demand- 
eu. it was decided in the negative—ayes 20, noes 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanao, Davis, Fulton, 
Grundy, Linn, Merrick, Nicholas, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Webster, 
White, Wright, and Young—-20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alaba- 
ma, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dixon, 
Henderson, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Phelps, Pierce, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Southard, 
and Btrange—22. 

So the bill was Lean 

A motion was then le that the Senate adjourn until Mon- 
day next. ; 

Mr. BENTON hoped it would be withdrawn, as the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs were anxious that the bill providing 
for an increase of the military force in the suffering Territory 
of Florida should be taken up, and he proposed that the bill 
should be taken up to-morrow. 

The motion to adjourn until Monday was sustained, and 

The Senate adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, April 3, 1840. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, by genera] consent, laid before the House 
certain documerits in relation to the claim of Mary Biookhau- 
sen of Pennsylvania (now aged about 103 years) the widow of 
Captain Brookhausen deceased; which were referred tothe Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

The CHAIR announced that the business first in order was 
the resolution reported from the Committee of Elections, by Mr. 
CAMPBELL, chairman, to print all the testimony in relation to 
the New Jersey contested election; and the amendment to said 
resolution by Mr. Garuanp of Louisiana, to discharge the com- 
mittee from the further consideration of certain testimony now 
before it, for the purpose of having it printed. 

Mr. FILLMORE, who was still entitled to the floor on the 
above question, defended the positions he had assumed in rela- 
tion to the difference of opinion existing between the minority 
and the majority of the committee, as to their proceedings. Ie 
intimated that he wished to avoid any difficulty as to those dif- 
ferences of opinion. His object was then as it always had been, 
peace and harmony. Mr. F. having concluded his remarks, 
which will be published hereafter, 


2 


ores 


aa 


Mr. CRABB obtained the floor. He wished to say a few 
words, not beeause he felt himself implicated by any of the re- 
marks which had been made by members of the majority. The 
matter had been go long discussed, that he felt the House should 
be relieved from further infliction by the debate; but he thought 
it due to his colleagues in the minority to say a few words. 

Whatever might be the facta as to the reading of the evidence; 
whatever gentlemen might remember in regard to it,is not the im- 
portant question. The burden of the complaint 18 not as to how 
much of the testiaony was read, but that the committee did not 
give the testimony due weight. The journal shows the fact that a 
large portion of the testimony was excluded; and the report of 
the majority is based on who had the largest number of votes. 
In justice to his colleagues of the minority, Mr. C. would state 
what he reco lected in regard to the fact of reading the evidence. 
They were for making a reportin favor of those who held the 
certificates of the Governor, given in pursuance of law, be- 
lieving it the highest evidence of return. Other gentlemen 
were in favor ofa report made on a different basis. The testi- 
mony before the committee was read, just #o far as was neces- 
sary to determine whether it was competent or not. In regard 
to the claimants who held the commissions there was only one 
deposition read, as he remembered. Mr. ©. examined the tes- 
timony himself thoroughly, so far as was material to bring his 
mind to a correct conclusion upon the points raised in com- 
mittee. The question of legality of votes never was considered; 
the minority, in their report, had never asserted that the testi- 
mony was not read to determine its competency, but that it was 
not to be read with a view to its effect on the committee. The 
whole of it never was read, in fact, for any purpose; and little, 
if any, was ever read with a view to its effect upon any of the 
questions before the committee. None was read with a view 
tosettle ihe legality of the votes polled, for that question was ne- 
ver examined by the committee with a view to sts determina. 
tion. . 

Mr. C. stated his course in reference to the testimony. He 
had voted again the admission of a large portion of it, ad- 
duced by both sides, under the circumstances, mainly with a 
view to afford an opportunity to the several persons claiming 
the contested seats to perfect their teatimony. He believed it 
would have been the proper course for both the majority and 
minority of the committee tohave submitted their reports to the 
House at the same time, that the matter might have gone forth 
to the country together with the evidence and journal of the 
commtttee. The members of the committee stood ina delicate 

sition towards each other; and, in order to avoid differences 

etween them, they should not have taken partin the debate, 
but leftit to the other members of the House. Mr. C. said the 
report of the minority had been refused an introduction into the 
House until the majority report had been acted on. If gentle- 
men would refer tothe journal of the 10th of March, previously 
to the decision of the House on the resolution offered by the gen- 
tleman from Pennsyivauia, [Mr. PETRIKIN, } they would see that 
the House did refuse to receive the minority report. It re- 
quired a vote of two-thirds to receive it; and, in consequence, 
it was rejected. He said it should have been received, that the 
views of the minority might have their proper influence, Ifhe 
was not satisfied that the House was tired of the subject, he 
would take it up and show the principles ef action of the ma- 
jority and minority, and the motives which actuated himself. 
But he proposed that the matter might here be closed, and 
therefore refrained from further remark. 

Mr. CUSHING having obtained the floor, said he had sou he 
it for some time in order to bring this discussion toa close. He 
begged leave to say that this debate, obstructing, as it did dur- 
ing the morning hour, the whole public business, had become a 
public nuisance. He moved the previous question. [Cries of 
“Good, good.” 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina appealed to Mr, Cusine 
to withdraw the demand for only ten minutes; and he pledged 
himself not to occupy the House longer than that time. 

Mr. WISE suggesied that his collcague, (Mr. Botts,] 3 mem- 
ber of the committee, and who was very much interested in this 
matter in a personal view, was not present. Mr. W. did not 
know what the gentleman from South Carolina designed to say, 
but he hoped that, if it was any thing which required explana- 
tion or reply from his colleague, an opportuni y would be given 
for reply. Mr. W. saw no reason why the debate should not 
be arrested now. : 

After some desultory conversation, Mr. CUSHING said that, 
as gentlemen all around him objected to his withdrawing the de- 
mand for the previous question, he must persist in it. , 

The previous question was then seconded, and the main 
question ordered; which main question was on the adoption of 
the amendment and resolution. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND proposed to modify his amendment 
to read as follows: s 

“ And that the said committee be instructed to report the evi- 
dence referred to it on the 6th of March, which was delivered to 
the chairman of the committee previous tothe report being 
adopted, and whichthe majority refused to open, or send to the 
Speaker to he opened, in order that it might be considered, and 
that the same be printed.” 

The SPEAKER ruled the modification out of order, because 
it contained a proposition irrelevant to the matter before the 


Honse. 

Mr, R. GARLAND then withdrew it. 

The question was then taken on the amendment of Mr. G. as 
orizinally offered, and it was rejected. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the resolution re- 
ported by the committee, 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina saidhe wished to see who 
would object to printing the testimony, and demanded the 
yeas ane nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 147, 
nays3. .- 

Zo the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. PICKENS, on leave, presented certain documents from 
the United States Consul at Canton, (Mr. Snow,) in addition to 
those already laid before the House, which, on motion of Mr. 
P. were referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and Or- 
dered to be printed, 

Mr. LINCOLN, by the unaniatous consent of the House, in 
behalf of his colleague, Mr. Lawrence, who is still confined to 
his room by sickness, presented the following petitions; The 
petition of Joseph Balch, president of the Merchants’ Insurance 
Company, an‘ the officers of numerous insurance companies, 
merchants, shipmasters, shipowners, and pilots, asking for at 
appropriation for the erection of a light house on Prescot’s 
Rock, in the harbor of Boston; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Commerce. Of John Lilly and others, manufac- 
turers ofumbrellas and parasols, asking to have the duty re 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


303 


stored; which, by the adjudication of the courts, has been held 
not to be applicable to those articles when imported into the 
United States: referred to the Committee of Ways aud Means, 
Of Phebe Rogers, o1 Charlestown, Massachusetts, setting forth 
that her husband wasa head rigger, in the employ of the Go. 
vernment, in the navy yard in Charlestown, when he fell from 
the foreyard of the ship Independence, and was killed: repre- 
senting, also, her extreme poverty and distress, and asking a 
provision in her favor: referred to the Commitee on Military 
Affairs. Of Elizabeth Sweatt, only surviving child of Benja- 
min Richards, representing that her father was in the service of 
his country on board the United States brig of war Pickering, in 
the year 1800, when the vessel was lost, with all on board, aud 
praying that she may be admitted to a participation in the navy 
pension fund, to which she has been advised that she is entided: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Bartholomew Trose, late of Charlestown, Massachuse ts, set- 
ting forth the weritovious services of their ancestor in the Re- 
volutionary war, and praying compensation therefor: referred 
to the Commitiee on Revolutionary Claims. Of Benjamin 
Lyons of Dorchester, Massachusetts, representing his Revolu- 
tionary services, and asking to be put upon the roll of Revolu- 
tionary Pensioners: referred to the Committee ou Revolutiona- 
ry Pensions. 


Of the heirs of | 


On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, it was resolved that the rules of ` 


the House, as amended, be printed. 

The SPEAKER laid betore the House further testimony in 
relation to the New Jersey contested election; which, 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, was refer- 
red to the Committee of Elections. ` 

Engrossed bill for the relief of John M. Jacqueline, was 
taken up on its third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 

The bill for the relief of Bailey and Delord, came up in order, 
on its third reading, when 

Mr. DANA spoke a short time in favor of the bill. 

Mr. HAND followed in favor of the bill, and offered an amend- 
irent; proposing to allow —— dollars, and —— per centage; 
an 


After some conversation betwcen the SPEAKER and Mr. 
HAND, the question was taken on the amendment, and it was 
rejected. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

On motion, the House then went into Committee of the 
Whole, (Mr. DavEE in the chair, on the bills on the private 
calendar, heretofore referred to it, from No. 57 to 75 inclusive; 
and after some time spent in the consideration of the same, the 
committee rose and reported all to the House without amend. 
ment, except the bill for the relief of James L. Cochran, the 
amendment to which was concurred in; and this bill, with all 
the others, were ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The following bills from the Senate, included in those ordered 
to be engrossed, were read the third time and passed, viz: 

An act for the relief of John H. Jacobs; and . 

An act for the relief of Alvarez Fisk, and the representatives 
of Thomas P. Eskridge, f N 

The following biils of the House, included in those reported 
this day from the Committee ofthe Whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed, were read the third time and passed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Smithand Farnsworth; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Champlin and others; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Milnor and John Thompson; 

A bill for the relief of Nathan Levy; 

A bill for the relief of Gilbert A. Smith and Nathan Stark; 

A bill granting two townships of land for the use of the Uni- 
versi‘y of lowa; wok: , 

A bill to authorize James Alexander to relinquish certain 
lande, and to locate other landin lieu thereof; 

A bill for the relief of James Brewer; i 

A bill granting a right of pre-emption to certain lots in the 
town of Perrysburg, in Ohio; : 

A bill granting a section of land for the use of schools it St. 
Clair county, Illinois; . 

A bill to annex a certain tract of land to the Coosa land dis- 
trict, in the State of Alabama, and for other purposes; 

A bill for the relief of Sutton Stephens; an 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of William Wil- 
liams, senr. deceased; , 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of John Grem- 
ball, sen. deceased. 

On motion of Mr, R. GARLAND, engrossed bill for the relief 
of Mary Tucker was postponed. , 

Engrossed bili for the relief of Bailey and Delord, coming up 
for a third readiug, 


Mr. HAND spoke at some length, and showed that the bill, 
in i's present form, would be of no utility. If there was jus- 
tice in the case, of which there could be no douht, he thought 
the House ought to do justice. These men made large ad- 
vances to the Government, when its credit was very low, during 
the last war, and furnished the troops with supplies; and all the 
survivors asked wasthat they should be indemnified for the 
amount advanced. Mr. H. then moved to recommit the bill to 
the Committee of Claims, with instructions to report an 
amendment, allowing $20,000 to the claimants. 


Mr. DAWSON said if it was the intention of the House to 
to change the character of the bill, he thought they had better 
adopt the amendment; but the committee which reported the 
bill were unanimous in the conclusions it had come to. The 
claim was founded on private debts incurred by the soldiers; 
and he thought it would be a bad principie to estab!ish, to make 
the Government responsible for debts of that character. 


Mr. HAND demanded the yeas and nays on the motion to re- 
commit; which were not, however, ordered. 

The question was then taken on the proposition, and rejected; 
and the bill, as reported from the Committee of the Whole, was 
read the third time, and passed. i 

On motion of Mr L WILLIAMS, 

Engrossed bill for the relief of Robert Milnor, late gauger 
of ue customs at PhilaJelphia, was postponed till this day 
week. 

Engrossed bill for the relief of the owners of the schooner 
Three Brothers, being put upon its passage, 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi demanded the yeas and 
nays; and upon dividing the House to ascertain whether there 
was a record, there were—ayes 15, nays 40, no quorum 


voting. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved a call ofthe House, and demanded 
the yeas and nayson that motion; which were ordered; and were 
—yeas 73, nays 20. : 

the House determined to have a call, aad it was pro- 


ceeded in till 123 answered to there names; when their being a 
quorum, 

Mr. HOWARD moved to dispense with all further pro- 
ceedings in the call; which wasagreed to— yeas 58, nays 32. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the bill, and the 
question being “ Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi said he would oppose the 
passage of any bill without a quorum of the House; and for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether there be a quorum, he called 
for tellers to take a count, which were ordered; and Messrs. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, and Stewart having been ap- 
pointed such, reported that there were—ayes 65, nays25. No 
qnorum having voted, 

_ Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. moved that the House ad- 
journ; on which motion the yeas and nays were demanded; 
aud being, ordered, were—yeas 28, nays 100. 

So the House having refused to adjourn, and 
Hae question again recurring on the passage uf the above 

wd, 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 95, nays 30. 

So the bill was passed. 

Engrossed bill for the relief of John L. Bowman and Enoch 
J Noyes having received a third reading, and the questio: being 
Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi called for tellers, and 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr ANDREWS moved a call of the House; which was not 
ordered. 

After a few remarks by Mr. EVANS in favor of the bill, and 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi in opposition, 

The ycas and nays were ordered, and were— yeas 88, nays 43. 

Soth bill was passed. 

Mr. ADAMS, by peimission, presen'ed the memorial of F. 
L. Smith. asking the establishment of an Agricultural and Edu- 
cational Department of Government; which was ordered to be 

irinted. 
l All the private bills on the SPEAKER’s table having been dis- 
posed of, 

On motion of Mr. BROWN of Tennessee, 

The House, at half past 4 o’clock, adjourned. 


The following petiiions were presented by Mr. Daves of 
Maine, on Monday, the 30th of March, 1840: Six petitions from 
the citizens of the State of Maine. praying for a reduction on 
postage A petition of the inhabitants of Piscataquis county, 
State of Maine, praying for a mail route from Waverville to 
Dover, through Pittsfield, Palmyra, Conviana and Dexter. 
From citizens of Maine, praying the extension of the pension 
laws in relation to the widows of deceased officers and soldiers 
of the Revolution. Of Isaac Sawyer of Piscataquis county, in 
the State of Maine, a soldierofthe last war with Great Britain, 
Praying for apension. Of Joshua R. Harvey, of the county of 
Penobscot, in the State of Maine, a soldier inthe late war with 
Great Britain, praying for a pension. Of John Campbell of the 
county of Penobscot, in the State of Maine, a soldier in the late 
war with Great Britain, praying for a pension. Of John Ste- 
vens, of the county of Somerset, State of Maine, who served 
daring the war of the Revolutionin the privateering service, 
praying for a pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. Memorials of citizens of Bloom- 
field and Conneville, State of Maine, against the annexation of 
Texas tothe United States. Two petitions of the inhabitants 
of Cornville and Bloomfield, praying the recognition of the in- 
dependence of Hayti by the Government ef the United States. 
A petition of the inhabitants of the State of Maine, praymg the 
adoption of measures for procuring a Congress of Nations for 
the settlement of international disputes. Memorial of Moses 
Gilman and 65 others, of the State of Maine, Saugersville, pray- 
ing that the standing rule adopted by the House of Represen- 
tatives of the Unite! States, on the 28ih of June, 1840, may be 
rescinded. A petition of Asa Reddington, Robert P. Dunlap, 
and Edward Kent, a committee of the Temperance Society of 
the State of Maine, praying that the spirit ration in the navy 
may be discontinued. Of Allen Rogers, of the State of Maine, 
stating that a brig belonging to him, brought in from Rio Ja- 
neire to Philadelphia a number of men attached to the United 
States Exploring Expedition, and that, on the voyage said ves- 
seliwas compelled to stop at Bahia fora supply of provision; 
for which, and their incidental expenses, he prays remunera- 
tion. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturovay, April 4, 1840. 

Mr JONES cf Virginia observed that the diffi- 
culties and delays which were daily pre ented in the 
way of the action of the House on the ay propria- 
tion bills, the importance of which must be appa- 
rent to every one of the members of the House, in- 
duced him to ask leave to offer a resolation to 
bring one of them, at an early day, before the 
House. He would take occas‘on to say that ith d 
heretofore been the practice of the House to make 
bills of this character the special order of the day 
for every day after one o’clock, till disposed of. In 
accordance twith this practice, the resolution he 
wished to offer proposed to make the civil and di- 
plomatic appropriation bill the special order for 
Wednesday kext, to continue such every day after 
one o’elcck till disposed of. 

Mr. LINCOLN hoped the gentleman would not 
press his motion at present. It would give rise to 
debate, and prevent the committees from reporting, 


. which they had had no opportunity of doing this 


session. 

The resolution was then read. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked, if the resolution passed, 
if the appropriation bills would not take prece- 
dence over all other business, and if the bill to 
prevent frauds on the revenue, which was made 


the special order for Tuesday next, would not be 


suspended by it. 

The SPEAKER answered that the effectof the 
resolution, if adopted, would be to give the appro- 
priation bills precedence over all other business. 
The Speaker then announced, that if no member 
objected, the resolution would be received by gene- 
ral consent. 

Mr. STANLY rose and said that he objected. 

Mr. JONES said he could not consent that the 
public business shou!d be passed over in this way, 
without making some effort to prevent it; he theie- 
fore moved a suspension of the rules to enable 
him to submit the resolution, and on that motion, 
demand d the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 91, nays 31. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. J. then introduced his resolution, and 
moved the previous question on its adoption; which 
was seconded, and the main question ordered; 
which main question was, ‘‘Sha'l the resolution 
be adopted?” 

Mr. RUSSELL demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 107 nays 53. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

The SPEAKER said that reports from commit- 
tees were next in order; and called the committees 
for that purpose; when 

Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill for the relief of John B. 
Lasai!e; which was twice read, and referred to the 
Committ:e of the Whele. 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, the same commit- 
tee was d:scharge from the further consideration 
of a certain memorial and joint resolutions of the 
Leg:slature of Michigan for an appropriation to 
comp’ele roads heretofore commenced by the 
United States, within the limits of Michigan; and 
it was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. J. W. JONES, from the same committee, 
reported a bill mak ng appropriations tor ceriain 
fortifications for the year 1840; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of he Union. 

Mr. J. W. JONES laid before the House certain 
estimates of the amount that would be necessary to 
carry into effect the bil of this session to restore 
certain invalid and other pensioners the amount of 
pensions by them relinquished; which was ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. EVANS, from the same committee, report- 
eda bill making appropriation for susveys and 
other purposes; which was twice read, and appro- 
priately committed. 

Mr. E alse r: ported an amendment to be moved 
to the bill to prevent frauds on the revenue, when 
that bill shall be taken up. 

Mr. RHETT, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Thomas Latham; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. R. GARLAND inquired of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and means whether that 
committee had yet considered the bill for the con- 
tinuation of the removal of the Red River raft. 

Mr. J. W. JONES was understood to say that it 
had been considered, and that a member of the 
committee had been authorized to report it back to 
the House; but that it had been temporarily taid 
aside for the purpose of further examination by a 
member of the committee. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, the Commitee of 
Claims was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Captain William W. Peden, 
and that he have leave to withdraw his petition. 

Mr. R. from the Committe of Claims, reported 
a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
John Barnes, deceased; 

A bil for the relief of the sureties of H. H. B. 
Hays, late Postmaster at Claiboroe, in Alabama; 
whch were read twice, and apprropniately com- 
mittzd. 

Mr. R. also reported back to the House, Senate 
bill, entitled “An act to authorize the Secretary of 
War io adjust and pay to Benjamin Murphy, of 
Arkansas, the value of his cora, cattle, and hogs, 
taken by the Cherokee Indiat in the month of De- 
cember, 1828;” with an amendment to strike out 
the enacting clause; which were committed to the 
Committee ef the Whole. 
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Mr. R. also made unfavorable reports on the pe- 
titions of Austin Brokenbrough, Elizabeth S. W. 
Bacot, and others; Henrietta Beard, John Balch, 
James Taylor, of Kentucky; which were severally 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of General Duncan L. 
Clinch; and a bill for the relief of John Cocke; 
which were read twice, and appropriately com- 
mitled. 

Mr. D. also reported back to the House, Senate 
bil, entitled an act in addition to an act for the re- 
lief of Walter Loomis and Abel Gay, approved 
July 2d, 1836, with an amendment to strike out 
the enacting clause; and it was commi'ted. 

Mr. BANKS, from the same committee, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of Andrew 
Bartle; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the same committee, 
made un'avorable reports in the cases of E. P. 
Miller, Charles Sumpsion, Cyrus E. Scott, and 
‘William Ri.e; which were severally ordered to lie 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr. GIDDINGS, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charg-d from the further consideration of the case 
of H. G. Ramsiy, and that it be referred to the 
Secretary of the Treasury for adjustment. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the Springfield Ma- 
nufacturing Company; and a bill fur the relief cf 
the legal representctives of Dr. Juha Gray; which 
were severally twice read, and committed. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, from the same committee, 
ma je an unfavorable report on the case of Peter 
C. Fox; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back to the House, without amend- 
ment, Senate bill entitled an act for the relief of 

‘William A. Whitehead, late collector of the cus- 
toms for the port of Key Wes'; which was com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. W. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Allen Gentry; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. HABERSHAM, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of the 
Vestry and Churchwardens of the Protestant Epiz- 


copal Charch of the parish of St. Philip, in Charles- 


ton, South Carolina; which was read twice, and 


committed. 
Mr. TILLINGHAST, on leave, presented a 


memorial of the masters of vessels and steamboats 
navigating Naragauset Bay: referred to the Com- 


mittee of Commerce. 


Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back to the House, without amend- 
ment, resolution of the Senate authorizing the Pre- 
s.dent of the United States to cause certain surveys 


to be made: committed. 

Mr. C. also reporied the following bills, viv: 

A bill for the relief of Isaac and Thomas S. 
Winslow; 

A bill for the relief of S. and T. Dorr and Co.; 

A bill for the relief of Harvey and Flagz; and 

A bill to authorize debenture bonds to be can- 
celled in certain cases; 
which were severally read twice, and committed. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, the Committee 
of Commerce was discharge1 from the cases of 
Jobn Wood aod others, and of Betsey Hawley 
and were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. W. also made an unfavorable report on the 
case of Johu G. Munn and others; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. W. also, from the same commiltee, reported 
a bill for the relief of the owners and crew of the 
schooner Martha, and a bill for the relief of John 
McColgan; which were read twice, and appro- 
priately committed. 

Mr. BURKE, from the same committee, re- 
ported 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Holmes; 

A bill for the relief of Nathan Smith and others; 

A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the schooner Success; and 

A bill for the relief of the owners and legal re- 

presentatives of the crew of the schooner In- 


dustry; 


which were severally read twice, and committed. 


cases of Levi Eldridge, 
Russell, Joseph James, and Josiah Sturges: seve- 
rally ordered to lie on the table. 


on the Public Lands, reported a 
lime of issuing military land warrants to officers 
and soldiers of the Revolutionary army; and 


Jenkins, Christian Schuyler, 
jr. and William Tutern; which were laid on the 
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Mr. B. also made unfavorable reports in the 
John Patterson, John H 


GARLAND, from the Committee 
bill to extend the 


Mr. JAMES 


A bill to grant a townsh'p of land to the State of 


Virginia, for the use of the Virg nia Institution for 
the education of the 
blind; & 


deaf and dumb, and the 
which were read twice, and appropriately com- 
mitted. 

On motion of Mr. J. GARLAND, the same 
committee was discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the petition of George Mavfield, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims; and also, it was discharged from the fur- 
ther censideration of the petition of A. W. Hads- 
peth and others, and the petition erdered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr.CORWIN, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a til prescribing the future mode 
of selling the public lands in certain land districts 
in the State of Obio; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported 

A bill for the benefit of James Anderson, of the 
Territory of Iowa; and 

A bill for the relief of Michael Glass of Missouri; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. R. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of the inhabitants of Cahokia, in relation 
to school lands: crdered to lie on the table. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the same committee, re- 

orted 

A bill to compensate the township of Dublin, in 
Mear county, Ohio, for the loss of school lands; 
an 

A bill to enable a cerlain township in Ohio to 
obtain their school lands, and for other purposes; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE of Kentucky, the 
Committee on the Public Lands was discharged 
from the consideration of the cases of Henry Un- 
derhill, Samuel Gladney, A. Hudspeth, Tarlton 
Ellege, James Wh 'te, Elisha Boon, and John Bart- 
lett; and the petitions were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported back to the Honse, with- 
ent amendment, Sevate bill, entitled “An act to 
establish an additional land district in the State of 
Alabama;” which was committed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, reported 

A bill granting the right of way through the pab- 
lic lands;to the different internal improvement com- 
pene in the States of Alabama and Miss‘ssippi; 
an 


vious to their survey; which were read twice, and 
appropriateiy committed. 

Mr. H. also made unfavorable reports on the 
petitions of John H. Hickman, John H. Robinson, 
and Elisha Morehead, and others; which were seve- 
rally ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mi-sissippi, from the Com- 
mittee on the Pablic Lands, made unfavorable re- 
per:s on the memorial of the trastees of Irwinton 
Academy, 
aldermen of Wetumpka, in the State of Alabama; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 


Office and Pus’ Roads, reported 

A bill for the relef of Peters, Moore and Co. 
an 

A bill for the relief of Walker, Caruthers and 
Co. and of Rhodes and Austill; 

which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. McKAY, from the same commi tee, made 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of William R. 
Thomas McMa-ter, 


table. 
Mr. BROWN of Mississippi, from the same 


A bill granting the nieht of pre-emption to per- 
sons who had settled upon sixteenth sections pre- 


and the memorial of the mayor and 


Mr. MARVIN, from the Committee on the Post | 


commit'ee, made unfavorable reports on the peti- 
tions of Peter Grinnell, Andrew Craig, William 
C. Targo, and Joel Beaman; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. LEADBETTER, from the same committee, 
made an unfavorab'e report ip the case of Robert 
C. Stickney: ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, the Committee on 
the Judiciary was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the case of Simon D. Kittle; and it 
was ordered to lie on the tab'e. 

Mr. T. from the same committee, reported a bill 
for the relief ef James Morrow and Jonathan Tip- 
ton; which was read twice, aad committed. 

Mr. HOFFMAN, from the same committee, re- 

orted : 
á A bill for the relief of Goreham A. Worth; and 

A bill to regulate the legal proceedings, and to 
provide for the more speedy trial of causes in the 
Circuit Court of the United State for the district of 
Missouri; which were read twice, and conmitted. 

Mr. H also, from the same committee, report- 
ed back to the House, without amendment, Senate 
bill entitled an act to authorize the Secretary of 
the Treasury to make an arrangement to compro- 
mise with any of the sureties on bonds given to the 
United States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector 
of the customs for the port of New York; which 
was committed to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Unicn. 

Mr. MASON, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of David Alspach; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, made an 
unfavorable report on the petition of James P. 
Carlton; wh'c) was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, the Committee on 
the Judiciary was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Daniel B. Price, and 
frem the memorial of the Legislative Council of 
Iowa, for an extension of the jurisdiction of the 
justices of the peace; and they were ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. SAMUELS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill for the relief of Wm. J. 
Roberts, and a bill for the relief of Jobn Roberts, 
which were read twice; when 

Mr. SAMUELS moved that as these bills con- 
tained no appropriation, and as it was important 
they should be speedily acted on, they should by 
general consent be engrossed, and placed on the 
calendar for their final passage. 

Mr. BANKS supported this metion, and moved 
that the bills and reports accompanying them be 
printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SAMUELS, from the same committee, re- 
ported back to the House, without amendment, 
Senate bill, entitled an act, supplementary to an 
act to abolish imprisonment for debt, in certain 
cases; which was committed. 

Mr. BEIRNE, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported 

A bill to continue the corporate existence of the 
banks in the District of Columbia, on certain con- 
ditions; 

A bill to incorporate the Navy Yard Beneficial 
Society of the city of Washington; 

A bill to incorparate the Washington Building 
and Improvement Company; 

A bill to incorporate the Washington city Bene- 
volent Society, and : . 

A bill to incorporate the Lafayette Benevolent So- 
ciety of the city of Washington; 
which bills were severally read twice, and appro- 
priately committed. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made unfavorable reports on the 
cases of the heirs of Dr. John Roberts and Capt. 
a Lamme; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same comrsittee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Thomas Jett, Wi'liam T. Smith, William 
Wright, Anthony W. White, Nathaniel Tracy, 
Thomas Gordon, and Thomas Glascock; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Thomas Simple, deceased; which bills were 
read twice, and committed. 

Mr. ELY, from the Committee on Revolutiona- 
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ry Claims, made an uofavorable report on the case 
of the heirs of Jonathan Snowden; which was or- 
dered to he 01 the table. 

Mr. R. GARLAND, from the Committe: on 
Private Land Claims, reported back to the House | 
Senate bills of the following titles, without amend- |! 
ment, viz: ` ji 

An act for the relief of Susanna Honeyman and ` 
her heirs and assigns; 

An act for the relief of Juan Belgar; and 

An act authoriziag patents to be issued to Joseph || 
Campan, for a certain tract of land in the Sate of |i 
Mich'gan; | 
which were severally committed. 

Mr. JAMESON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported back to the Heuse, without `! 
amendment, Senate bill, entitled an act for the re- fj 
lief of Sebastian Butcher, and the heirs and legai || 
representatives of Bartholomew Butcher, Michael 
Butcher, and Peter Bloom; which was committed 
to the Committee of the Whole. 
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bitants of the city and county of Philadelphia, to- 
bacco manufacturers; the petition of ihè manufac- 
tarers of putty in the city of New York; the petition 
of Strickland, Gill, and Campbell, architects; the 
petition cf the Ametican S:lk Society; which were 
severally ordered to lie on the table. 

Me. A. from the same comnittee, to which had 
been referred the bill of the House concerning lead 
imported into the United States, reported it back 
without amendment and with a request that it do 


; Rot pass: committed. 


` Mr. ADAMS, on leave, submitted the following 
sesolution: 
Resolved, That the following addition be made to 


the fifty-seventh rule for conducting businéss in this 


Hous?, viz: 

“But no call of the Honse shall be ordered after 
ten o'clock at night, and the attendance of no 
member shall be required after midaight.” 

Mr. A. gave notice that he should ask for its 
consideration on Monday. 


Mr. J. also reported a bill granting a special pre- || fairs, reported the following resolation: 


emption for the benefit of James Shinalt; and | 
A bill for the benefit of Henry Wilson; | 
which were read twice and commited. | 
Mr. CASEY, from the Committee cn Private 
Land Claims, reported back tọ the House, without | 
amendment, Senate bill, entitled an act to settle the | 


tit'e to certain tracts of land in the State of Arkan- | 


sas; which was committed. 
Mr. W.O. BUTLER, from the same committee, | 
reported a bill for the relief of George Boon Steele; | 
and | 
A bill for the relief of Jacob Hays; 
which were read twice, and committed. 


to locate certain pre-emption clasm; which were 
committed. 

Mr. W. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of James Brewer; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. DILLETT, from the same committee, re- 
ported back to the House without amendment, Se- 
Nate bills entitled an act for the relief of Ma- 
dame De Lusser; and an act for the relief of the 


On motion of Mr. B. the same committee was | 
heirs of Madame De Lusser and their legal repre- 
sentatives; which were committed. 


discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Ward B. Eldred; and it was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

t Mr. WILLIAM S. HASTINGS, from the same 
commitiee, reported back the the House, without 
amendment, Senate bill entitled, “An act for the 
relief of Daniel Marsaque:” committed. 

Mr. WICK, from the same Committee, reported 
a bill for the reiief of the heirs of John Thomas, 
and others; and 

A bill for the relief of the 'widow and heirs of 
Henry Kenney, deceased; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. WICK, from the same committee, reported 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate bills 
of the following titles, viz: , 

An act for the relief of Obed P. Lacy; and 

An act to authorize Jobn E. Metcalfe and others 

| 
Mr. D. also reported, from the same committee, 
a bill forthe relief of Isaac Norriss; which was 
read twice, and committed. 
Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, reported a bill to increase the duties upon 
imported manufactures of silk, which was twice 
read and commitied; and reported back to the 
House, without amendment, a bill referred to that 
committee, to repeal an act to release from daty 
iron prepared for, and actually laid on, railways 
and inclined planes, approved July 14, 1832, and 
to graduate the duty paid on such iron hereafter 
imported from foreign countries, which was com- 
mitted. 
On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the same committee 
was discharged from the farther consideration of 
the petition of the inhabitants of Chester county, 
Pa. for a protective tariff; the petition of the inha- 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Ind an Affairs 
| be authorized to employ a clerk, at the usual rate 
of compensation. 

The question being on the passage of the reso- 
Intion, 


i! Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays; 


| which were ordered. 

t A deba'e here arose, in which Messrs. BELL, 
| L. WILLIAMS, DAVIS of Indiana, CLIFFORD 
| of Maine, and SALTONSTALL, participated. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL obtained the floor, advo- 
cated the adoption of the resolution, and moved 
the previous question; which was seconded, and 
the main question ordered; and - 

The main question being, “Shall the resolution 
be adopted?” it was decided in the affirmative by 
yeas 70, nays 47. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, repor'ed a bill allowing rations to Briga- 
dier General John E. Wool, Adjutant and Inspec- 
tor General of the United States Army; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole, and made ihe order vf the day for to- 
morrow. 

Mr. G. from the same committee, made an unfa- 
vorable report upon the memorial of Charles New- 
kirk, of the State of New York; which was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. KEMBLE, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affaiis, reported a bill respecting enlistments 
in the army and navy; which was twice read, and 
committed. 

Mr. Ke from the same committee, report ‘d back 

to the House, without amendment, Senate bill, en- 
titled “An acti to provide for the armed occupation 
and settlement of that part of Florida, which is 
| now overrun and infested by marauding bands of 
hostile Indians;” which was committed. 
‘ On motion of Mr. K. the same committee was 
j discharged from the consideration of the case of 
Dr. Wiiliam J. J. Morrow; and also from the in- 
quiry as to ihe propriety of furnishing Colt’s patent 
ritle to citizens of Florida; and they were ordered 
to lie ov the tab'e. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina, from the 
some cummittee, reported a bill making provisions 
to pay a company of volunteers for guarding the 
emigrating Indians; which was read twice, and 
commit'ed. 

Mr. REED, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of Commodore 
Isaac Hall; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted, 

Mr. STORRS, from the Committee on the Judi- 
oiary, reported back t7 the House, without amend- 
ment, Senate bill entitled an act to prevent the 
counterfeiting of any foreign copper, gold, silver, or 
other coin; and it was commitied. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Fabre; which was read twice, and committed. 


Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Af- | 


eee eee 
mera naay 


1 which was ordered to 
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Mr. PICKENS, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported back to the House, with an 
amendment to strike out the second section, Senate 
bill entitled an &ct regulating commercial inter- 
course wih the port of Cayenne, in the colony of 
French Guiana, and to remit certain duties; which 
was committed. 

Mr. P. also reported, from the same commitiee, 
a bill to regulate the allowance to be made for ex- 
tra services rendered by secretaries of legation and 
consuls; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Alexander Hammett; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, to which had been referred sundry memo- 
rials, and also resolutions of States, whose claims 
against the Government of France, prior to the 
year 1800, were renounced in the treaty of that 
year, might be indemnified therefor, submitted a 16- 
port, accompanied with a bill for the relief of the 
claimants; which he moved to refer to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. PICKENS submitted a statement on the 
same subject, from the minority of the committee. 

Some discassion followed as to the disposition to 
te made of the bill, in which Messrs. CUSHING, 
PICKENS, ANDREWS, WISE, ADAMS, VAN- 
DERPOEL, and R. GARLAND, took part; which 
ended in the reference of the bill to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill authorizing the selec- 
tion of school lands, in lieu of those granted to the 
half breeds of the Sac and Fox Indians; which 
were twice read, and committed. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, made an unfavorable report on the case of 
Abagail Dumas; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. i 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on the Ter- 
ritories, reported : 

A bill in relation to the navigation of the Nee- 
nah and Wiskonsin rivers; and 

A bill to authorize the erection of a penitentiary 
in Wiskonsin; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. STUART, from the same commiltee, re- 
ported , 

A bill to construct publie buildings in the Terri- 
ritory of Florida, for the use of the courts of jus- 
tice; and 

A bill to establish a land office at Newnanville, 
in the Territory of Florida; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, made unfavorable reports 
on the petitions of Jane Vreeland Vroomen, Han- 
nah Sturtevant, Lewis Chandler, Patty Barber, 
Rachael Chand'er, Ebenezer Conant, Reuben Rc- 
berts, Bennet Barnes, John Bain, David Carroll, 
David Shockley, Samuel Burret, Dorothy Tatem, 
Amos Rooke, Ichabod Warden, Desure Jolly, Ste- 
-phen Palmer, Nicholas d’Leaumont, Jane Van 
Doren, Sarah Hazzard, Jacob Olinger, Abijah 
Hitcheock, Delilah Morris, William Wallace, and 
Polly Hamilton; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO made unfavorable reports 
on the petitions of Sally Stanley, Penelope Pian- 
kett, Andrew Lorky, Wilmot Marsden, L. Smith, 
May Knapp, John Hoover, John Grimm, Benja- 
min Chapman, Abigail Yorke, William Wallace, 
and Ebenezer Stowe; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. ANDREWS, from the Committee on Revo- 
Jutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Sarah Moore, of Maryland; which was twice read, 
and committed. 

Mr. A. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Joseph Hecklebander: ordered to Jie on 
the table. ' Abigail Reeves; 

Also, discharged from the case of Abigail Reeves; 
lie en the table. 
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"Mr. A. also, from the same committee, reported 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate biil 
entitled an act granting a pension te Lemu:! 
White: committed. 

_ Mr. CARR, from the Committee en Revolution- 
ary Pensions, reported 

‘A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elnathan 


Sears; : 

A bill for the relief of Mary Wiliams, widow of 
Jacob Williams; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Hutchinson; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

On motien ef Mr. CARR, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the resolution of Nicholas 


Darnell, and that it be referred to the Committee , 


on Invalid Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. C. the committee was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of a resolu- 
tion inquiring into the expediency of establishing a 
pension agency in Louisville, Ky: © 

Mr. CARR gave notice that he intended to ask 
leave, on the first day that it would be in order to 
do so, to introduce a bill granting a small portion of 
the public lands to certain volunteers, militia men, 
and rangers who served —— months in the late 
war, and who defended the frontier during the late 
war with Great Britain. 

“Mr. RANDALL, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, reported 

‘A bill for the relief Horace B. Abbey; and 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Plummer; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. R. made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of David C. Hibbets; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported 

-A bill for the relief of Betsy H. Hartwell, and 
Zachariah D. Snow; 

A bill for the relief of George Barkley and Jobn 
‘Weaver; f 
-A bill for the relief of Loro Fisher; and ' 

A bill for the relief of Amaziah Goodwin; 
which were read twice, aod appropriately com- 
mitted. : 

Mr. C. from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on the cases of Susan Merrill, James Gee, 
Elizabeth Gavet, Hopestell Bigelow, Samuel But- 
ler, Jedediah Skinner, and Joseph Hall. 

Mr. DOAN, from the same committee, 
the following bills, viz: 

For the relief of William Kerns; 
For the relief of William S. Merrill; and 
.For the relief of Maria C. Bell; 
which were twice read, and committed. 

Mr. D. from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on the cases of Sutherland Mayfield, Jo- 
seph W. Ross, and William Baker. 

Mr. S. W. MORRIS, from the same committee, 
Teported | 

‘A bill for the relief of Wiiliam Scott; 

-A bill for the relief of George Mayfield; and 
_ . A bill for the relief of Dennis Dygert; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

_Mr.S. W. M. also made unfavorable reports on 
the petitions of Jeony Newbit, John Parnell, Jas. 
Smallwood, James Scott, E. D. Oliver, John J. 
cH and Thos. Morgan; which were laid on the 
table. 

Mr. PALEN, from the same committee, made 


reported 


an uafavorable report on the petitien of George 


Cassedy: ordered to lie on the table. 
-On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, the Committee 
on the Public Buildings and Grounds was dis- 
charged from the further. consideration of the peti- 
tions of Samuel Atchison and Rector Mitchell; 
also, from sundry workmenon the public grounds: 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 
Mr. LINCOLN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a resolution directing a chandelier to be pro- 
cured for the hall of the House; and, after a few 
remarks from Messrs. WISE, LUNCOLN, and 
HABERSHAM, it was postponed till Saturday 
next. 
On motion of Mr. STANLY, from the Com- 
mittee on the Expenditures on the Pablic Build- 
ings, it was ' 
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Resolved, That the said committee have authority 
to send for persons and pape’s. 

Mr. DUNCAN presented the petition of Persley 
Kemper, of Hamilton county, Ohio; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLIFFORD presented sundry documents in 
relation to the claim of the heirs of Adam McCual- 
loch to the title to Goat Island, on Cape Porpoise; 
which were referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce. 

Mr. STEENROD, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Jacob Baugh; which was read twice, and com- 


mitted. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Mary Matilda Dorsey. 

Mr. H. presented documents in ihe casecof Jo- 
seph Ramsey; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, April 6, 1840. 


Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from 
citizens of Philadelphia, praying that effectual 
measures be taken to suppress the foreign slave 
trade under the American flag; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. S. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
the northwestern part of Pennsylvania, pra ing an 
appropriation for the improvement of the Allegha- 
ny river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. BROWN presented the memorial of Wil- 
liam T. Winn, administrator of Timothy Winn, 
late a purser in the navy, preying compensation for 
extra services; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of the county of St Joseph, Michigan, pray- 
ing the passage of a general bankrapt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. P. also presented the memorial of citizens 
of Racine, Wiskonsin, praying an appropriation 
for the improvement of the harbor at that place, 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. P. also presented a memorial from the pro- 
prietors of steam vessels on Lake Erie, praying for 
a repeal of certain provisions of the law of 1837; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presen‘ed resolutions passed 
by the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana, 
instructing the Senators, and requesting the Repre- 
sentatives, of said State in Congress, to use their 
exertions to procure the establishment of a milita- 
ry post or garrison near Alexandria, in the parish 
of Rapides, in that State; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. a 

Mr. N. also presented resolutions of instruction, 
from the same body, for the construction of a road 
from Vidalia to Natchitoches; which was referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. N. also presented similar resolutions of in- 
struction from the same body, to procure the passage 
ofa law giving to the Legislature of Louisiana the 
power and authority to protect from waste, and to 
lease or sell the sixteenth sections or school lands 
in that State, and also to enter a like quantity of 
other lands where the said sixteenth sections have 
been previously conceded by valid titles; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Duncan, attorney, 
cholsou, executor of Abner L. Donean, deceased, 
on the files of the Senate, were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 


citizens ofthe State of Vermont, praying the pas- 
sage of a general bankrupt law; which were refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of a 
number of citizens of Chicago, in the State of Hli- 
nois, recommending the establishment of a port of . 


Mr. PRENTISS presented two memoria's from ' 


- On motion by Mr. N. the petition of William | 
and the memorial of John Ni- | 


entry at that place; which was referred to the Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of the State of New Hampshire, praying 
the establishment of a post route; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
a number of citizens of Oswego county, N. Y. 
praying the passage of a bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. T. also presented the petiuon of a number of 
citizens of Poughkeepsie, New York, praying a re- 
duction of postage on letters; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. T. also presented the petition of anumber of 
citizens of Yates county, New York, praying that 
Florida may not be admitted into the Union as a 
State, whilst her Constitution tolerates slavery; the 
motion to receive which. was, 

On motion by Mr. KING, laid on the table. 

Mr. YOUNG presented seven memorials from a 
“number of citizens of the State of Iilinois and Ter- 
ritory of Iowa, severally praying the extension of 
a mail route; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and the Post Roads. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of L. Bay- 
ley; and 

The petition of Margaret Deveal, severally pray- 
ing the confirmation of titles to lands; which were 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the memorial 
of a large number of highly respectable citizens of 
Alabama, praying the passage of a general bank- 
rapt law; which was referred tothe Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
five hundred of the most respectable citizens of 
Pittsburg, praying the passage of a general bank- 
rupt law; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. FULTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency. of causing 
the name of Benjamin Osen, a Revolutionary sol- 
dier, to be placed upon the pension roll. 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate cause 
to be prepared an alphabetical list of all private 
claims which have been before the Senate, with the 
action of the Senate thereon, since the commence- 
ment of the Fifteenth Congress; and that he com- 
municate the same to the Senate at the commence- 
ment of the next session. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. TaLLmapor on 
Friday last, in relation to the court martial in the 
case of Lieutenant Whitney, was disagreed to— 
ayes 16, noes 21. : 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill from the House for 
the relief of Meigs D. Benjamin and Co. reported 
the same without amendment. 

The bill for the discontinuance ef the office of 
surveyor general in the several districts, so soon as 
the surveys therein can be completed, and for abo- 
lishing land offices under certain circumstances, 
and for other purposes, was read a third time, and 


passed. 

The bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to raise one thousand five hundred men, to 
serve against the Florida Indians, after some re- 
marks from Messrs. BENTON, PIERCE, LINN, 
and PRESTON, was ordered to be engrossed for a 


l bill granting io the State 


third reading. 

The bill granting to the county of Kalamazoo, in 
' the State of Michigan, the right of pre-emption to a 

quarter section of land, and for other pur ; 
after some remarks by Messrs. KING and Ko - 
VELL, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

CANAL TO CONNECT THE LAKES. 

The S-nale proceeded to the consideration of the 

of Michigan a quantity 


- of land to-aid said State in the coustraction of a 
; canal around the Falls of St, Marie. The dil 
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ed 


makes a donation to the State, for that purpose, of 
one hundred thousand acres of land. 


Mr. NORVELL said that the proposed canal, | 


when constructed, would connect the navigation of 
Lake Huron and the lower lakes with Lake Supe- 
rior. It would not exceed a mile and a half to two 
miles in length. By surveys and estimates, the 
cost of the canal for navigation by sloops and 
schooners would not amount to more than about 
one hundred and twenty-five thousand doilars, 
Two hundred thousand, or two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars would render it navigable to 
steamboats. It was a great State work, eminently 
conducive to the prospenty of the commerce and 
fisheries of the norshwest, and deserving, from i's 
general and commercial character, of the patronage 
ofthe Federal Goverament. The bill was mode- 
rate in its demand. It asked only one hundred 
thousand acres of land to aid the State of Michi- 
gan in the construction of the proposed canal. It 
was unnecessary for him to dila'e upon the impor- 


tance of a work which all, who understood the ` 
geography and resources of that fertile and vast re- | 


gion of country, would daly appreciate. 

Mr. BENTON observed, that the object of the 
Dill was not only a good, but a great one. A canal 
opening a commanication from the lower Lakes to 
Lake Superior—a lake, he believed, little, if at all, 
inferior to the Caspian sea—was a great work. It 
was second in importance only to the canal around 
the Falls of the Ohio. He desired to know from 
the Senaior who had charge of the bill, what were 
the means for making this canal: whether it was to 
be a State werk, or whether it was to be put into 
the hands of a company, or a corporation. 

Mr. NORVELL replied, that the work was 
to be exclusively a State work. 
it He wouid 
nopoly. 
desirei any farther assurance, he wouid have 
no objestion to an amendment to the Dill, 
making the p grant to the State, on the 
condition that the work should be made by her 
alone, and that she should be its sole owner. With 
regard to the means for the construction of the ca- 
nal, be trusted that, by a judicioas selection and sale 
of the land, it would of it-elf yield a sufficieat sam 
to complete the work. 

Mr. HENDERSON said, that he was decidedly 
in favor of making grants of land to the States for 
the purpose of constructing works of internal im- 
provement. He should vote for the bill. He was 
on'y desirous of ascertaining whether it contained 
a provision preventing the sale of the land, under 
the minimum price fixed by law. 

The bill was read coataining such a provision, 
and was thereupon, without farther debate, ordered 
a engrcssed for a third reading. 

e bill authorizing the relinquisharent of the six- 
teanth sections granted for the use of schools, and 
the entry of other lands in liew thereof, was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Senate then adj urned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, April 6, 1810. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication 
from the Navy Department, coveribg copies of the corre- | 
at 


spondence heretofure called for in relation to the light-house 
en Piyno’s knoll, &c.: referred w the Commitiee on Com- 
merce. 


Also, sundry depositions in relation to the New Jersey elec- | 


tion: referred to the Committee of Elections. 

This was the day set apart, by the rules, for the reception of 
Tesnlutions, d&c. 

At the adjournment of the House last resolution day, an ap- 
peal was pending froin the decision of the Chair, and which 
was taken under the following circumstances: 

In pursuance of notice given, Mr. Kazipgn had asked 
leave Ww introduce a bill providing for the continuation of the 
tambertand road through the, Siates of Ohio, Indiana, and 

Mt. DroucooLgat that time objected to the motion for leave 
being put, on the ground that he wished to debate it. 

e Sezaken thereupon decided that the motion for leave to 
introduce a bill must be subject to the restrictions and limita- 
tions contained in the rules in selation to resolutions, (that isto 
say, that ford resolutions giving rise to debate must lie over;) 
and decided, therefore, that this motion for leave, giving rise to 
debate, must lie over. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to lay the motion for leave on the 


table. 

Mr. RARIDEN appealed from the decision of the CHAT 
that the motion for leave to introduces bit, giving rise‘to debate 
must lie over, í 


No company | 
or corporation was to have any concern in | 
not himself ask a cent from ; 
Congress to aid any corporation, or any mo- | 
And, if the Senator from Missouri | 


And the question being on the appeal, the previous question, 
was moved and seconded, and, pending the main question, the 
House adjourned. 

And the question this merning recurring on the appeal, 

Mr. RARIDEN moved a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in erder, pendin 
the previous question; but that a call might be had by genera 
consent. 

Whichhaving been obtained, the Clerk called the roll, when 
117 members answered to their names. 

And the names of the absenteea having been called, 137 mem- 
bers were ascertained to be present. 

When, on motion of Mr. BANKS, all further proceedings in 
the call were suspended. 

Ang the main question (on the appeal) was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. CASEY asked the yeas and nays on the main question; 
which were ordered. 

And the main queation, “Shall the decision of the Cam 


mand as the judgment of the House?” was then taken, and de- ` 


ided in the affirmative: yeas 119, nays 23. 
" So the decision of the Crate was affirmed. 

And, thereupon, Mr. RARIDEN withdrew his motion for 
leave to introduce the ssid bill. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the States for resolu- 
tions commencing where it was suspended on the last resolu- 
tion day, to wit, the State of Indiana. i i 

Mr. RARIDEN asked the House at thia time to take up 
and consider a resolution heretofore offered by him, calling 
on the War Department for certain information in relation 


to the officers of the army employed in paying Indian annuis į 


ties, &c. 
Mr. BANKS objected. 


Me. LEWIS WILLIAMS (remarking that the resolution was | 


a very important one) asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and, being taken, were. yeas71l, nays 79. 

So the rules were not susnecined: 

Mr. REYNOLDS, in pursuance of notice heretofore given, 
asked leave to introduce a bill granting pre-emption rights to 
settlers on the public lands. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. R. moved a suspension of the rule, and asked the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and, being taken, were: yeas 
67, nays 73. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Qn motion of Mr. CASEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill providing 
for the apportionment of the representation under the census of 
1810, so as that the Representatives to the Twenty-seventh 


census. 

Mr. CRABB moved a suspension of the rule for the purpose 
of taking up a resolution heretofore offered, proviging for an 
amendment of the Constitution, by which the Presidential term 
shall be limited tc four years. $ 

Mr. C. having explained that his object was to have the re- 
solution referred to the Commiuceof the Whole vn the «tate of 
the Union, asked the yeas and naya on the motion to suspend 
the rule; which were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas77, 
naye 61, not two-thirds. 

the rules were not suspended. 

Numerous other motions were made to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of taking up and considering different resolutions; 
all which motions were rejected by counts or divisions. 

Mr. DOTY, in pursuance of notice, asked leave to intro- 
ducea bill to provide for the construction (of harbors in Wis- 

onsin. 

i Asn, a bill in relation tofthe southern; boundary of Wis- 
onsin. 

Objection was made in both cases. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, in pursuance of notice, asked 
leave to introduce a bill vesung the intment of the district 
attorneys and marshals of the United States in certain courts 
thereof, and praviding that the ex.oluments of the said attorneys 
shall in no case exceed $3,000. 

Odjection was made, but withdrawn. 

‘And the question being put on leave, no quorum voted. 

Mr. DAVIS then asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and being taken, wero—yeas 60, nays 66. 

So leave was refused. 

Mr. W. O. BUTLER of Kentucky offered the following: 

Resolved, That so much of the 27th rule of this House as 
requires the momber'addressing the Cuar to confine himself to 
the question under discussion; and which for years ‘past has 
beer obsolete in practice, is essential alike to the progress of 
cle and the decorum of dzbate, and ought to be en- 

forced. j 

Mr. B. disclaimed any intention to reflect upon the SPEAKER. 

Mr. WISE maue objection, but withdrew it. 

Mr. BRIGGS proposed to amend the resolution a as: to add 
to the end thereofthe words, “and that this House will sus- 
tain the Cuan in a rigid enforcement of all its rules.” 

Mr. DAWSON said that, as he supposed the object of the 
gent'cinan from Kentucky had been attained by offering the 
resolution. he (Mr. D.) would move to lay it on the table. 

Me. ATHERTON asked the yeas and nays on that motion. 
Mr. ALFORD renewed the objection. e resolution con- 


for the disorder of this House. Besides he (Mr. A.) did not 
wish tọ gaz the Democracy. po 
Mr. BRIGGS suggested that the objection was new too late, 
and that the resolution had been received, 
The SPE AKER decided the objection to be in order. 
Mr. BUTLER thereupon moved a suspension of the role, 
and asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered, and being 
taken, were: Yeus 74, nays48, as follows: i 
YEAS—Mesers. John W. Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, An- 
drews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Bond, Boyd, Briggs, 
Aaron V. Brown, Burke, W. O. Butier, Bynum, Carr, Casey, 
Chapman, Ciifterd, Coles, Conner, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, 
John W. Davis, Dickerson Doan, Earii, Eastman, Fjetcher, 
Hand, Hawkins: Henry, Hillen, Howard, Jameson, Joseph 
Johnson, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, Lowell, 
Lucas, McCietlan, McCulloch McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Samuel W. Morris, Newhagd, Parish, Parmenter,-Ramecy, 
Rariden. Rhett, Robinson, Ramuela, John Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Stuart, Sweney, Taylor, Philip F, Thomas, Triplet 
Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, Watterson, Weller, Wick, an 
Jared W. Witiams—74. j 
NAYS—Messrs. Adama, Alford, Banks, Black, Carter, 


Congress may be made agreeably to said apportionment and |‘ 


tained a reflection on the SPEAKER, who was-not answerable | 


James Cooper, Cranston, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dillet, Duncan, Edlwards, Everett, Fillmore, T, Rice 
Garland, Gates, Giddings, Graham, Graves, Griffin, Grinnell, 


Habersham, Hawes, Hoffman, Helleman, James, Jenifer, 


Charles Johnston, Kempshall, Mitchell, Morgan, Ogle, Pope, 
Raynor, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Russell. itonstall, Albert 
Smith, Stanly, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, C H. Williams, and W ise-—48. 


Bo (two-thirds not voting therefor) the rules were not sus- 


pended. 
Mr. WISE, (by general consent) presented the petition of 
one handred and Ahy citizens of the Dhited States, payin ' for 
a revision of the punishment of Wm. L. McKenzie; which, on 
motion of Mr. W. was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

ñ Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS offered the following resolution, which 

es over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a military de- 
pot near our northern frontier, in the State of New Hampenire. 

On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap 
priation fora survey and examination of the condition of the 
islands contiguous to the main channel to Boston harbor, and 
for preparing plans and estimates of the probable cost of sea- 
walls necessary for their protection; and that said committee 
be aleo instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation during the present session of Congrese for build- 
ing a sea-wall for the preservation ofcither of said islands, 

On motion of Mr. W. 8. HASTINGS, a 

Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be inetructed 
toinquire into the expediency of diffusing information onthe 
process of manufacturing sugar from the beet by procuring the 
publication of a brief treatise on the subject. ; 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, : : 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General report to this Hours 
the causes of the delay and irregularity of the mails between the 
cities of New York and Boston, and cepecintiy whether any 
measures have bee: adopted, or are ia contemplation, to insure 
to the mail between New York and New Haven the despatch 
and regularity with which it was carried before the meamboat 
arrangement was annulled. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, : 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union be discharged from ‘the consideration of so much of 
the message of the President of the United States to Congres 
the commencement of their present session as relates to the 
fraudulent use of our flag by foreigners, and to the sale and 
transfer of American veseels while abroad, and that the same 
be referred to the Committee on Commetce, with instructions 
to investigate that subject, with liberty to send for persons and 
papers, and to report a bill for the effectual suppression 
of the abuse of our flag, and the preservation ,of its integrity 
and honor. ~ 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed 
to inform this House whether any part, and, if #0, what propor- 
tion, of the appropriation proposed in the bill ti 
Committee of Ways and Means for the civil and diplomat 
expenses of the Government for the year 1840, which are appli- 
cable to the construction of the Treasury building ard of the 
Patent Office, have been anticipated im the purchase of mate- 
rials, or labor performed, up to the present time; and whether, 
in the estimates made by him, and submitted in his report to 
Congress, of sums proper to bea riated to those objects, a 
sufficient amount will be provided to pay for materials al 
purchased and labor performed, and to continue the wor 
without interruption through the season, and with the proper 
force tosecure the earliest and most economical completion of 
the buildings. 

On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, 

Resolved, That the Committeeon the Post Office and Pest 
Roads he instructed to inquire into the expediency of reduc- 
ing the rates of postage, and dispensing with the fractional parts 
of a cent thetein. 

On motion of Mr. OSBORNE, 

Resolved, That thé Committee on Revolationary Claims be 
inatructed to inquire into the expediency of ing pensions 
to Susan Ellwood and Lydia Lockwood; and that this résolution, 
with the accompanying papers, be referred to that committee. 

Mr. EVERETT offered the following resolution, which lies 


over: Nae j 
Resolved, That the Secretary of thy Tròabury pa direct to 
tay before this House a statement of the badke in which 

sury notes, issued under the acts of 1837-18, and 79, -have been 
by his department, deposited in consequence of having received 
certificates of special deposites in spetie tothe credit of the 
Treasurer, with the rates of interest on notes, of the date 
awd amount of each deposite of Treasury notes, and of seach 
certificate of such special depouites in specie, and of thé amount 
standing to the credit of the Treasurer in each of Danks at 
the date of the first deposite of Treasury hotee't i And 
also a monthly statement of the amount of all other moneys de- 
posited in euch banks to the credit of said Treasurer; and Of all 
draftsdrawn against euch deposites,stating the transactions with 
each hank in a separate account. And also; coptes of all corre» 
spondence between his department and such bank, relating to 
the making such special deposites in specie, and to the making 
such deposites in Treasury notes. — 

On motion of Mr. JONES of New York, y hoe 
Resolved, That the Committee en the Post Office and: Poat 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the necessity of establishing a , 
post route from Unionville, in Orange county, New York, to 
Deckertown, Suseex county, New Jersey. shea’ 
On motion of Mr, GRINNELL, a: tates 
- Resolved, That the Commitee on Comntstee ‘be ditected te 
inquire into the expediency of providing by law thatthe jataes 
of the owners shall be inserted in the papers taken era, at 
the custem-houses, expressing therein the interest the reapet- 
tive owners; and, also, to inquire Into che expediency of Hitting 
by Taw the liability of owners of vessels for damages in cases o 

injary by collision. : ; 


‘to 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury ‘be dirette, 
communicate to this House a statement of the several LinS 
received under the late treaty of indemnity with kapiki ihe 

the several dividenda daclared to thie camen Bho WINE: 
amount of all such instalments an : . 
Mr. HAND said his colleague (Mr Hany oT had given notice 

à vion . Bh 

riy aieea maron D introd uce a bill continuing the improve: 
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ments of certain harbors, and had requested Mr. IT. to ask leave 
enthisday. Mr. H. said this bill was very econemical, and 
yneraty for the purpose of préserving the works already in pro- 
gress, and contemplated the appropriation of but a small part 
ofthe estimates of the topographical bureau. , 

Objection being made by Mr. TURNEY, the motion for leave 
liesover uncer the rule. 

Mr. HAND also desired, if in order, to callup the considera- 
tion of the regolution introduced by him on the 10th February, 
co inquire into the expediency of constructing a military road 
from Lake Champlain to Lake Ontario. Mr. T said recentoc- 
cufrences rendered it proper to turn our eyes that way, and 
he wished the committee to have the matter under conside- 
ration. : . ; 

The SPEAKER said it was in order to move its considera- 
tion, but it would require a vote of two-thirds. 

Mr. HAND then sv moved; but twa-thirds not voting in favor, 
the mation to consider now was lost. 

On motion of Mr. RANDOLPH, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to commu- 
nicate to this House a copy of a leier addressed to him by the 
Hon. Ebenezer Tucker, of Tuckerton, N. J. on or about the 13th 
day of May last, in relation to the protection and improvement 
of Little Egg harbor. 

Me. KEIM of Pa. offered the following resolution, 
ìng objected to, lies over: 

esolved, That the Committee on a National Foundry be 
instructed to inquite at what point in the United States the 
cheapest and best material can be procured for the manufac- 
ture of cannon, having reference not only to the iron and 


which, be- 


quantity and quality thereof, but also to the fuel necessary to be - 


used, and algo, the facilities and cost of transportation of the 
cannon when completed, to our maritime parts. 

_ Mr. LEET of Pa. offered the following resolution, 
ing objected to, lies ever: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency and public utility of ex- 
tending the aid of the General Government to the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Monongahela river, by means 
of slack water from ita higest navigable point in Virginia, 
and through that State and the State of Pennsylvania, to 
its junction with the Alleghany river at the city of Pitts- 
burgh; and that said committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. -. : 

On motion of Mr. JENIFER, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be insiructed to inquire into the pro 
of Col. John H. Stone the arrears 0 
eatitled under the resolution of Congress of 1776, and that the 
memorial and accompanying papersof the heirs of the late Major 
Benjamin Stoddert be taken from the files of the House and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionery Claims. 

Mr. P. F, THOMAS gave notice of his intention to introduce a 
bill providing for the surrender of the stocks of the Government 
in State internal improvement companies, and of all the Go- 
vernment interest, of whatever kind, in internal improvements 
commenced or completed by the States, and for the cession ofso 
much of the Cumberland road as has not been heretofore ceded 
to the respective States in which it lies. 

On motion of Mr. HILUEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Miltary Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of directing an imme- 
diate commencement of a fort on Sollers’s Point flats, for the 
defence of the harbor of Baltimore; and that they have leave to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

n motion of Mr. CRAIG, - 

. Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency ef esta- 
blishing a post route from Lexington, in Virginia, to Rebecca 
Furnace, in the county of Butetourt, in the same State, by way 
of the Buffalo road. y 

Mc. BOTTS offered the following, which lies over: 

Resoleed, That 1,000 additional copies of the report of the 
Secretary of War, contained in document No. 1, and accom- 

parying the President’s message at the commencement of the 

present session, be printed for the use of this House. 

Mr. BANKS offered the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That 5,009 copies of the explanatory report made 
by the Secretary of War, bearing date on the 26th day of March 
last, being Doc. 153, recommending a reorganization of the mi- 
litia of the United States, be printed for the use of this House. 

- On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of restoring to the 
pennon Toll the name of William Pepper, of tho State of 

irginia. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

Resolved, That the Select Committee on the Offices and Of- 
ficers of the House of Representatives, be authorized and in- 
structed to inquire into the extent of the agency of any of the 
present officers of the House of Representatives in the prosecu- 
tion of private claims against the Government, the rate of com- 

nsation charged, and the manner in which such agents, ifany, 

ave procured and prosecuted such claims, and report thereon 
to this House. 

Mr. WISE offered the foliowing, 
lies over under the rule: - 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby 
requested, to lay before this House, as soon as practicable, a re- 
port ofa full and conuected system of national defence, em- 
bracing.steam and other vessels of war, and “floating batte- 
ries” for coast and harbor defence; and national foundries, and 
the internal means auxiliary to these for transportation and 
other warlike uses by land; and th:t he be requested to furnish 
this House with the reports submitted to his Department at any 
time by Major General Edmund P. Gaines, or other person or 
persons of professional experience, of their “plans of defence,” 
if any such have been submitted, with the views of the Secretary 
of War thereon. And that the Secretary furnish an estimate of 
the expenses of his own and other plans he may report, distin- 
guishing such parts of plans as ought to be immediately adopt- 
ed and prosecuted, with the probable cost and time of t eir pro- 

secution and commencement. 

On motion of Mr. RAYNER, 

Resolved, That the Commiitee.on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill to abolish the 
portofentry at Currituck, North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, 

Resolved, That the report of the minority of the Committee 
of Elections, in the New Jersey case, be printed with the report 
of the majority of aaid commitiec. 


which, be- 


which, being objected to, 


* communicate to this House 


riety of paying to the heirs ; 
a pension to which he was ' 
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On motion of Mr. W. THOMPSON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 

all the information in his possession 

as to the finess of Pensacola, or any other point on the Gulf of 

Mexico, tor a dry dock and naval depot. 

On motion of Mr. BLACK, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of making provision, by law, during 
the present session, for the payment of troops called into ser- 
vice by the Executive of the State of Georgia, to repel the in- 
vasion of the Indians in the neighhorhood of the Oxafinoka 
swamp, and thè expenses incident thereto; and that a letter from 
the Governor of Georgia te the Delegation from the State, en- 
closing one from the acting Secre of War on that subject, 
andali other papers in relation thereto, be referred to the said 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. BLACK, 

Resolved, That the claim of Capt. Thomas C. Rudolph, of 
the revenue cutter service, for compensation for services by 
him performed for this Government, be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims, together with all the papers relating thereto. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, l 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
te inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation, by. 
Congress, of asum of money which may be deemed sufficient, 
in their opinion, to procure the removal of obstructions, &c. in 
the Savannah river, set forth in the report of Captain Mackay, 
of the Corps of Engineers, made on the 6th of December, 1839, 
and forwarded to Col. J. J. Abert, of the Corps of Topographi- 
cal Engineers; and that the letter of the Mayor of the city of 
Savannah, with the report and survey of Captain Mackay, be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. HABERSHAM, 

+ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy communicate to 
this House whether a naval station has been established at any 
place south of the Chesapeake bay, and, if so, where? Also, 
the reasons for the selection of the particular place, together 
with all the correspondence he may have had on the subject; 
and that he be requested to cause to be communicated the report 
made by the commissioner appointed by the Government to 
survey the coast, and particularly the harbors south of the 
Chesapeake, with a view to the selection of the most eligible 
place for a naval station and navy yard; and that hebe re- 
quested to present his views upon the propriety and necessity 
of an appropriation being immediately made by Congress for 
the purpose of establishing not only a station for the navy, but 
for a navy yard. 

On motion of Mr. BLACK, - 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims-be instructed to in- 

ire into the expediency of making provision by law, during 

present session, for the repaymentof moneys advanced by 
the citizens of Camden county, Georgia, in 1836, tothe Camden 

and Glynn county volunteers. . 

Mr. BLACK offered the following; which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of building a custom-house for 
the use of this Government in the city of Savannah, Georgia; 
and that they tepert a provision by law during the present ses- 
sion for the construction thereof, and that all the papers rela- 
tive thereto be referred to said committec. 

On -notion of Mr. ANDREWS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of discon- 
tinuing the present mail route from Flemsburg, Kentucky, to 
Elizaville, Kentucky. and of creating a mail route in lieu there- 
of fom Mayslick, Kentucky, to said town of Elizaville, Ken- 
tucky. 

On motion of ‘Mr. G. DAVIS, 

Resolved, That the papers connected with the.claim of the 
heirs of Peter Moore, deceased, be referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, with instructions to report by bill or 
otherwise. 
ji Mr. UNDERWOOD offered the following resolution, which 

ies over: 

Resolved, That, on those days set apart by the rules ef the 
House for calling the States for resolutions, the Speaker shall 
take up and dispose of all the resolutions lying on the table be- 
fore proceeding with the call of the States for other resolutions: 

Mr. DUNCAN offered the following resolution, which lies 


over: 

Resolved, That five thousand copies be printed of all the do- 
cuments and correspondence on the subject of the Northeastern 
boundary of the United®tates, which have been communicated 
to the Senate or House of Representatives during the present 
session of Congress. - 

On motion of Mr. MASON, : 

Resolved, That the Committes on the Expenditures on the 
Public Buildings be instructed to report to this House the 
amount expended on each of the public buildings in the ciy of 
Washington, since the commencement of the Treasury building 
and the Patent Office; and, also, to report whether the money 
expended has been drawn from fi undsappropriated for that pur- 


se. 
Pe. PARISH offered the following, which lies over, under the 
tule, one day: . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury communicate 
to Congress, as early as practicable, a statement of the receipts 
and expenditures of the Government ofthe United States from 
December 31, 1829, to January 1, 1840, and the balance of mo- 
ney in the Treasury at the close of each year during that pe- 
riod; also, all appropriations made bylaw for the same time; 
adopting, as far as convenient for such statements, the form 
used by the Secretary of the Treasury in his reports on these 
subjects, dated April 9, 1830; and that he designate how much 
of such expenditures have been made in eac State and Ter- 
ritory for fortifications, light-houses, public debt, Revolution- 
ary and other pensions, and internal improvements, accerding 
to the formadopted inthe report of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to this House, dated December 20, 1830. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. DAVIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roada be instructed to inquire into the expediency of changing 


the mail route from Clinton, in Indiana, to Ono, in Iinois, so 
i 


as to include New Market, in Vigo county, Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. CARR, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route, commencing at Brownstown. Jackson connty, 
Indiana, via Lutze’s mills, on Salt creek, and thence to Naeh- 
ville, the county seat of Brown county, Indigna. 

On motion of Mr. PROFFIT, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire inte the expediency of making a donation of 
lands lying within the State of Indiana to the State of Indiana, 
for the purpose of improving the navigation of the Wabash 


river. , 

Mr. PROFFIT moved the following resolution; and, debate 
arising, it was laid over, under the rule, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to order the 
United States Engineers now superintending that part of the 
Cumberland road lying within the State of Indiana to make 
a survey of the route fora cana] trom New Harmony to Mount 
Vernon, in the State of Indiana, (provided their services are not 
required during the year 1840 on said Cumberland road;) and 
that the Secretary instruct said Engineers to report the probable 
cost of said canal: z f 

Mr. CARR, inaccordance with notice heretofore given, in- 
troduced a bill'granting a bounty in land to the organized militia- 
men, volunteers, and rangers who defended the country during 
the late war with Great Britain. p EERS 

Objections being made, it is ordered to lie over for conside- 
ration hereafter. z 

On motion of Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of making a proper com: 
pensation to the State of Mississippi, for the loss of the 81x- 
teenth sections in the Chicasaw and Choctaw cessions of land in 
said State. 

On motion of Mr. STUART, , : 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice be required to furnish this House with the names of 
each of the soldiers to whom patents were issued for land ly- 
ing in the Military Bounty District in the State of separ for 
servicesin the late war; the description of the tract of land 
granted to each, with the date of the patent, the place of resi- 
dence of each, the company and regiment in which they seve- 
rally served, and by whom each patent was received. 

r. CASEY offeted the following, which, being objected to, 
lies over under the rule: . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby, directed to cause to be communicated to this House a 
tabular statement, showing what would have been the receipts 
into the Treasury, calculated on the whole amount of imports 
in each year, from the 4th of March, 1829, to the present time, 
had the duties remained as they were fixed by the act of 1828; 
2, The actual receipts from the customs; and, 3. The amount 
of reductions effected by the several alterations of the tariff 
subsequent to the aforesaid 4ih of March, 1829, That he also 
prepare a tabular statement, showing the receipts and reduc- 
tions as above, on some leading articles, such as coffee, tea, salt, 
iron, sewing silk, worsted, stuff goods, andany others that may 
be selected. f 

On motion of Mr. CRABB, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be instructed 
to inquire into the present mode of distributing among the seve- 
ral States public arms and accoutrements, under the annual 
appropriation by the General Goveroment for that purpose, 
with a view to ascertain and report to this House whether the 
distributions heretofore made have been equitable, and in prac- 
tical conformity to the bases upon which they have been pro- 
fessedly made, and, if not, what amendment of the law of tie 
subject will insure a just distribution. 

r. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, offered thé following resalution, 
which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to report a bill to revive and continue in force the bill 
to grant pre-emption rights to settlers onthe public landa, ap- 
proved the 22d day of June, 1838, so as to provide for all settlers 
on the public lands, on or before the lst day of March Jast, 
and to limit said bill to two years from the 22d day of June 
next. 

On motion of Mr. JAMESON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 1m- 

structed to inquire into the expediency of allowin Henry 
Overly a pension from the tlme he was disabled (being about 
the beginning of November. 1777,) to the time he was 
pace on the pension roll, under the act of the 3d of March, 
On motion of Mr. MILLER, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing the following described post roads in the State of Mis- 
souri, viz: 

From the town of New Madrid, New Madrid county, to 
Smith’s Landing, on the Misie 2 river, in said county; from 
Paris, Monroe county, by way 0 oodville, to Bloomington, in 
Macon county; and from Mount Pleasant, in Barry county, to 
Neosho, in Newton county. 

On motion of Mr. CROSS, ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing ports of entry at or 
neat Van Buren, on the Arkansas, and at some point near the 
mouth of Little river and Red river. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
communicate to this House whether, under existing laws, draw- 
back of duties is, or, in bis opinion, can be, allowed on goods 
used in carrying on an inland trade between the United States 
and the Republic of Mexico; and whether any, and what plan, 
could be most conveniently adopted for that purpose. Also, 
any informatien in his power in relation to the annual amount 
of said trade, the route or routes by which it is carried on, and in 
what the same consists. 

On motion of Mr. DOWNING, 

_Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nicate to this House a copy of the charges preferred against F. 
L. Dancey, for alleged frauds against the United States as spe- 
cial superintendent of the sea wall at St. Augustine, Florida, to- 
gether with all the correspondence and evidence of said charges, 
the reports of Captain Mansfield and Lieutenant Benham, in re- 
lation thereto, and, algo, all other information on that subject in 
the possession of the War Department. . 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, of Iowa, 

Resolved, Thàt the Committee on Public Lands be instruct- 

ed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a joint resolution 
ostponing any further pablic sales of lands in the Territory of 

lowa until 1841—the sum of nearly halfa million of dot arshav- 

ing been received by the Government frou the sale of lands in 

the year 1840. 

Mr. CHAPMAN gave notice of his intention to introduce a 


bill to provide for the saies of the publie Jands in such manner 
as toavoid sudden drains of the circulating medium from the 
ordjnary business transactions of the country, apd to prevent 
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fluctuations in the revenue of the Government derived from the 
sales of the lands. g 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed, if uot incompatible with the public interest, to communicate 
o this House any information in the possession of the Execu- 
tive Department, showing the warlike preparations of Great 
Britain by introducing troops into Canada or New Brunswick, 
or erecting or repairing fortifications on the N orthern or North- 
eastern boundary, or by prepating naval armaments on any of 
the great northern lakes or the waters connected therewith; and, 
also, what preparations, if any, have been made by this Go- 
vernment to put the United States, and especially the Nerthern 
and Northeastern frontier, in a state of defence. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, R 

Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of laying duties on imported 
wines, foreign silks, silk worsted goods, and such foreign arti- 
cies ofluxury that are now duty free, as come in competition 
with the growth of our own soil, or the products of our labor 
and yield no revenue to the Government. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a post route from Piqua, in Maine county, Ohio, via 
Jacksonville, Fort Recovery, and Alexandria, to Buffalo, in 
Wells county, Indiana; and that the memorial hereto attached 
be referred to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. DOTY, 

Rezolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing the follewi:g post routes in Wiskonsin, to wit: 

From Milwaukee, by Greenfield, New Berlin, Mukwonago, 
Bant Troy, Troy, Elkhorn, Delavan, and Turtie creek, to 

‘oit. : 

From Fox lake, by Watertown, Jefferson, Whitewater, Elk- 
horn, and Geneva, ro Chicago. 

From Prairie du Chien, by Wingville, Belmont, Elkgrove, 
Mallseat bend, New Diggings, Gratiot’a rove, Waddam’s 
grove, and Bald knob, to Boonsboro. 

From Racine, by Ive’s grove, Sugar creek, Jonesville, Mon- 
ros, on the United States road, to Sinapee. 

From Green bay, by Devers Caukaunah;-Little Butte des 
Morts, and Oshkosh, to Fond du Lac. 

From Fort Winnebago, by Dekorra and Helena, to Wingville. 

From Fond du Lac, by Munnomonee falls, to Milwaukee. 

From Milwaukee, by Lisbon, Hatch’s mill, and Piperville, to 
Watertown. 

From Madison to Watertown. 

From Troy. by Round and Prairie, to Whitewater. 5 

From Fort Winnebago to Piover portage, on the Upper Wis- 
konein. 

From Senapee to Galena. 

From Van Buren, by Lafayette and Osceola, to Senapee. 

From Galena, by New Dicgings, Millseat bend, Bower's 
branch, and Baltimore, to Mineral Point. 

From Dekorra to Pirie du Sac. . 

From Prairie du Chien, by Grand Gria, Wright’s Ferry, and 
Warner’s, to the United States road at Daniel’s farm. - ? 

From Sacville, by the forks of the Milwaukee, in township 3 
range 19, to the United States road. 

From Sheboygan to Fond du Lac. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 


a IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, April 7, 1840. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, in compliance with the 
provisinns of the act of June 25, 1834, regulating the value of 
certain foreign gold ¢pins within the United States; which was 
Te erred to the Committee on Finance,and ordered to be printed. 

Mr, WHITE presented a memorial from citizens of ‘Tippeca- 
noe county, Indiana, praying the passage of a general bankrupt 
law; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial of citizens of New 
York, praying the passage of a general bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ; 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of John Hutchins; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Cummittee oa Indian Affairs, to 
which.was referred the bill for the relief of George Duvall, re- 
ported the same without amendment. : 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
was referred House bill for the relief of Captain John Downes, 
reported the same without amendment. ú 

r. IJ. from the same committee, to whicl vere referred the 
bills from the House 

For the relief of John Underwood; and . 

For the relief of Sylvester Phelps, and the heirs of Charles 


ndon; 
made unfavorable reports thereon; which were ordered to be 
printed. 
Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which was referred 
e petition of James Rhinehart, mado an adverse report 
thereon. 


DEATH OF THE HON. THADDEUS B2TTS. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr. Peesipenrt: The melancholy duty devolves upon me to an- 
nounce to the Senate the death of my colleague, the Ilon, THAD- 
peus Berts, who departed this life this morning, a few minutes 
beforesixu’clock. I visited him yesterday at his lodgings, and 
though I was strongly impressed with the opinion of the ma. 
lignancy of his disease, it did not seem to be the opinion of those 
around him that he was in any immediate danger. My own io 
disposition, I trust, will be a sufficient apology for the brevity of 
my remarks on this melancholy occasion. Mr. BETTS was a 
man ofa high order of intellect, and of varied and extensive ac- 
quirements, The confidence of the people of his State in his 
abilities and worth, was manifested by the many elevated and 
important public trusts to which their voices called hiin, 
and he discharged their various duties with honor to him- 
self, and satisfaction to the public. At the bar, few en 
joyed a higher reputation, and the urbanity and courtesy which 
marked his intercourse with his professional brethren, made 


hima general favorite. In the relations of friend and citizen, 
the testimony ofall who had the pleasure of his acquaintance, 
wiil be given to the high estimation in which he was beld. 

And though all his acquaintances mourn his loss, none can 


| feel their bereavement with such intensity as those who looked 
, to him as their protector: the wife has lost in him a kind and 
: devoted husband; the children a fond and affectionate father. 


Mr. DAVIS then submitted the following resolutions: 

Resolved unanimously, That a committee be appointed to 
take order for superintending the funeral of the Hon. Taap- 
DEUS Betts, which will take p'ace to-morrow, at half past 12 


` o'clock; that the Senate will attend the same, and that notice 


thereof be given to the House of Representatives. 
Resolved unanimously, That the members of the Senate, 
from a sincere desire of showing every mark of respect due to 


; the memory of ihe Hon. TaappEvus BETTS, deceased, late a 


member thereof, will go into mourning for him one month, by 
the usual mode of wearing crape on the left arm. 
Resolved unanimously, That, as an additional mark of r 


; spect for the memory of the Hon. THappsvs Berts, the Senate 


—— 


do now adjourn. : 
The resolutions were unanimously adopted, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
TveEspay, Apri! 7th, 1840. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the following messa 


: from the President of the Unit d States:} ii 


Wasurncton City, April 3, 1540. 

Sm: In compliance witha resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 9:h ultimo, I comgmunicate herewith, accom- 
panied by a report from the Secretary of War, “copies of the 
arrangement entered into between the Governor of Maine and 
Sir John Harvey, Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick, 
through the mediation of Major General Scott, inthe month of 
March tast, 1839, together with copies of the instructions given 
to General Scott, and of all correspondence with him relating to 
the subject of controversy between ‘the State of Maine and the 
Province ot New Brunswick.” : 

Very al eso 
our obedient servant, 
M. VAN BUREN. 
Honorable R. M. T. HUNTER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. CLIFFORD, it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Tne SPEAKER also laid before the House a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, made in compliance with 
an act of Congress of 28th June, 18%, enclosing a copy of a 
statement from the Director ofthe Mint at Philadelphia, show- 
ing the result ofthe assays made at that Mint of the coins refer- 
red to in said act; which was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

Mr. SWENEY said he on # hers boc voted against granting 
leave to the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Davis} to introduce 
a bill vesting the appointment of District Attorneys and Mar- 
shals ofthe United States, in certain courts thereof, and pro- 
viding that the emoluments of the said attorneys shall, in no 
case, exceed $3,000. He had since learned that the biil was one 
of some importance; and he thought that it should, at least, be 
received and referred to an appropriate committee for examina- 
tion. Some of the marshals, he was told, received at least 
$20,000 annually, by way of fees. Such should not be the case. 
He did not wish the motion to be decided at that time, He 
then made the motion to recorsider, and moved that the ques- 
tion be be postponed till Monday weck; which motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. REED, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, made 


men, prayin ss to Jegislate for their relief, which had 
been referred to Wt committee. He said it was a subject which 
properly belonged to the Committee on Commerce. On his 
motion, the Committee on Foreign Affairs was discharged from 
its further consideration, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

This being the day specially set apart for the consideration of 
the bill to prevent fraudsan the revenue, some conversation took 
place bet ween Mesars. ADAMS, J. W. JONES of Virginia, and 
BROWN of Tennessee, as to the comparative importance of 
giving priority to the diplomatic appropriation bill, which had 
been made the special order of the day for Wednesday, in pre- 
ference to the hill above; both of which special orders were 
necessarily postponed, in consequence of the melancholy event 
which is announced below. The subject was, however, čis- 
posed of by 

Mr. ADAMS, on whose motion the bill to prevent <rauds on 
tho revenue was made the special order of the day for Wednes- 

lay week. 

Mr, HAND rose and saidthat he asked the indulgence of the 
House to allow him to offer a resolution calling on the Secretary 


some remarks in relation to a memorial from numerous sea- . 
oij 


| of War for hia plan for the permanent defence of the Northern 


and Northeastern frontier. Mr. H. said his colleague [Mr. 
FiLLMORE,] yesterday offered a resolution of inquiry of the 
President, but that, as to the defences on our side, he believed 
embraced only the present “preparations” of our Government. 
He had also been informed that the Military Committee here 
sent an inquiry to the Secretary, but that was rather confined 
to estimates of expenses. Now, Mr. H. desired to eee the 
general plan of the Secretary forour permanent defence, He 
believed thatas to the Westein frontier, one had been already 
submitted. and he was informed that one had been matured for 
the Northern and Northeastern. That he desired should be com- 
municated to this House, and through it to the nation, that ac- 
tion could be had understandingly, andin any manner that 
might be thought judicious. : 

Mr. H. then offered the following resolution, which was 
read: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 
municate to this House what workshe considers necessary to 
be constructed in order to place the Northern and Northeastern 
frontiers in a proper and permanent s‘ate of defence. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina was understood to ob- 
ject to the resolution. - , i 

Mr. WISF said he yesterday offered a resolution, which he 
thought no gentleman would have objected to, calling on the 
Secretary of War to give to the House a connected system of 
defences for a} ourexposeđ_territory. That resolution, how- 
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ever, was not considered. Now, he apprehended that if we 
should go to war with Great Britain for the sake of this Aroos- 
took country, that that would not be the point attacked. No; 
the great point of attack would be the seaboard cities. New 
York would he struck and laid under contribution; so, also, 
would New Urleans, Philadelphia, and Boston; and he might be 
be permitted to say, that with his kno sledge of our present 
means of defence, one single steam frigate, with her gun amid 
ships, would sink the great ship Pennsylvania with one shot. 
and that three such steam ships would be sufficient to lay any cf 
our seaboard cities under contribution. It would require 11,000 
guns to man our fortifications, and we had not, he believed, 
1,100. He was for calling on the Secretary of War fora plan 
for the defence of the whole country, and not fora single por- 
tion of it. 

Mr. HAND then moved fer a suspension of the rules, to ena- 
ble him to offer his resolution. He did not see how the gentle- 
man from Virginia could have any objection to the introduction 
of the resolution, asit would be open to amendment. 

_ The question was then taken on suspending the rules, and de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 93, nays 42, there being two- 
thirds in the affirmative, which were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Reatty, 
Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Wm. ©. 
Butler, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chittenden, Clifford, 
Colquitt, Conner, Craig, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Cross, 
Cushing, Dana, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Maril, East- 
man, Ely, Everett, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Galbraith, 
James Garland, Granger, Hall, Hand, John Hastings, Haw- 
king, Henry, lilien, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, How- 
ard, Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kempshal!, Leet, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, Me- 
Culloch, Mallory, Marvin, Mitchell, Montgomery, Newhard, 
Ogle, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Prentiss, Reynolds, Sam- 
uels, Shaw, John Smith, Truman Smith, Starkweather, Steen- 
rod, Strong, Stuart, Swearingen, Sweney, Philip F. Thomas, 
Turney, Underwood, Vanderpvel, Vroom, Peter J. Wagener, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Iien- y 
ry Williams, Joseph L.. Williams, Christopher H. Wiliams, 
and Wise—$8. ` 


NAYS—Messrs. Adama, Alford, Bell, Bond, Briggs, Brock- 
way, Albert G. Brown, Chapman, Chinn, Coles, Jas. Cooper, 
Corwin, Crabb, Garret Davis, Dawson, Dillet, Edwards, Rice 
Garland, Geniry, Giddings, Griffin, Grinnel, Habersham, W. S. 
Hastings, Wawes, Charles Johnston, King, McCarty, Nisbet, 
Palen, Preffit, Randolph, Rariden, Russell, Shepard, Taliaferro, 
Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Triplett, Trumball, John 
White, and Lewis Williams—42. 

Mr. HAND then submitted his resolution, which was read; 
and befvre taking the question on which, however, 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Dickina, 
their Secretary, announcing the death of the Hon. THADDEUS 
Bsrrs, late a Senator fron: Connecticut; which having been 


ro OSBORNE, of Connecticut, then rose and said: 

Mr. Speaker: The sudden and unexpected death of my dis- 
tinguished friend, which has just beea announced to the House, 
has filled my heart with grief so overwhelming, that I can 
hardly trust myself to pay the usual tribute to his memory. He 
has been taken from his friends, from society, and from the 
councils of the nation, in the meridian of his usefulness, and the 
fulness of his intellect. i 

I cannot here attempt to sketch the character or do justice to 
the eminent talents and manly virtues of my. deceased friend. 
He was distinguished for acuteness of intellect, vigor of under- 
standing, and soundness of judgment, no less than for the noble 
ness of hissoul and the probity of his life. 

The deceased was educated to the profession of law, and was 
early brought in contact with the most eminent men thathave 
ever adorned the bar of New Eng'and. It is sufficient to say 
that he sustained and distinguished himself among euch men 
as Daggett, Sherman, Smith, and Sherwood. 

Inall the relations of life, his character was marked with he- 
nor and integrity. He had filled many important pulslic trusts 
in his own State, and was at length called to represent her in 
the higher branch of the National Legislature, Wad his life , 
been preserved, he would have become one of its most useful 
and distinguished members. But Connecticut has again been 
called to mourn the loss of a distinguished citizen and Sena- 
tor. Let us bow with submission to the dispensations of Pro- 
vidence. 7 

This is not the place to indulge in private griefs. 1 will only 
say, that a wife has lost a husband, children have lost a father, 
anda wide circle have lost a frien}; their only consolation isin 
the hopes and promises of that religion of. which the deceased 
was, I trust, a sincere professor. 


Mr. O. concluded hy ofering the following resolution: 

Resolved, unanimously, That this House will attend the fu- 
neral of the Hon. THADDEUS Berrys, la'e a member of the Re- 
nate from the State of Cennecticut, to-morrow, at haif past 12 
o'clock; and asa testimony of respect for the memory of the 
deceased, will go into mourning, and wear crape for thirty 
days. 

Which was unanimously adopted; when, 

Cn moticn of Mr. STOR RA, from Connceticut, as a further 
testimony of respect for the memory wf the deceased, 

The Houce adjourned ti!l to-morrow morning, at 1&4 o'clock. 


IN SENATE, 
_Wepnerpay, Apri 8, 1840. 
The Sera'e met at 12 o’cleck, purvuant to ad- 
journment, for the purpose of atierd:ng the ee 
obsequ’es cf the Hoa. ‘THappEvs Betts, late a Se- 


nator from the Sate of Connecticut. 3 
The Committee of Arrangements, Pall-bearers, 
ard Mourners, attended at Mr. Hyati’s, the late 
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residence of the deceased, at cleven o'clock, a. m. 
at which time the body was removed, in charge 
of the Commi'tee of Arrangements, attended by 
ns-at-Arms of the Senate, to the Senate 
Chamber, where the faneral service was performed 
by the Rev. Mr. Bares, and the sermon preached 
by the Rev. Mr. Cooxatan. 
The faneral procession then proceeded to the 
place of interment in the following onler: 


The Chaplains of both Houses. 
Physicians who attended the deceased. 
Committee of Arrangements : 
Mr. Davis, Mr. Line, 
Mr. CRITTENDEN, Mr. Pierce. 
Mr. Henprason. 
all Bearers. 
Mr. Cray, of Ky. Mr. Lumexin, 
Mr. Crarron, Mr. PRESTON, 
Mr. Dixon, Mr. Roane. 


The Family and Friends of the deceased. 
The Senator and Represensatives from the State of 
Coarnecticat, as mourners. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms lais Senate of the United 

tes. 
The Senate of the United States, preceded by 
Vice President and Secretary. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Represen- 
tatives. 
The House of Representatives, preceded by their 
Speaker and Cierk. 
e The President of the United States. 
Heads of Departments. 
Foreign Ministers. 
Citizens and Strangers. 


the 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
‘Wapwespay, Apri! 8, 1840. 


Tre House assembled, puisaant to adjourn- 


ment; and, after the joureal was read, 


Mr. ADAMS rose and said that, in order that 
the House might carry into effect the resolation | 
on yesterday, in relation to altending the | 
deceased, Senator | 
from the State of Connecticut, he would move that ; 
which motion being con- ' 


adopted 
funeral of Tuappscs Burrs, 
the Honse adjoarn; 
curred in, 

The House adjourned. 


Mr. Mua moved, on the 17th February, that the petitions 


and papers of the following named persone, citizens of Missou- . 
ri, heretofore presented te esa, and now on the files ofthe 
House, be taken therefrom, referred to the severa! commit- 


tain Iedians therein named, 
Howse, end referred to the Committee of Claims; that the peti- 
uon and papers of the heirs of Apollos Coope 


from the files of the House, and referred to the Committee on 
Revol that the petition aad papere i 
Nicholas, aski: 
the year 1815, 
heretofore 
Huse, 


` the and Fox Indians, and heretofore e preemiad to Congress; 


and 


redations committed on the 
cenain Indians, be taken from the files of the House, an 


ferred to the Committee of Claims; that the petition and papers j 
of Samur! Davia, William Brown, and Maston H. Arthur, ask- ' 

ptions lands therein described, be taken | 
from the files of the House,and referred to the Committee on ‘ 


ing preem to certain 


the Pablic Lands.) 


IN SENATE, 
Tuunspar, Aprii 9, 1840. 
The CHAIR submitted a report of the Second 
Auditor of the Treasury, made agreeably to law, 
showing the dirbursements or application of mo 
neyr, goods, or effects, for the benefit of the In- 
dians, from October 1, 1838, to the 30th of Sep- 


tember, 1839; which was read, and ordered to be | 


printed. 
Also, a report from the Secretary of War, in 
compliance with a resolution ef the Senate, rela- 
_ tive to the appheation of a mineral solation to- the 
i preservation of timber, called “ Kyanizing;” 


| printed. 


\ 
| 
i 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


which was laid on the table, and: ordered to be 


Mr. LINN presented the petition cf Welcome 
A. Robbins, Thomas J. Robbins, and F. M. Rob- 
bins, of Missouri, praying the confirmation of their 
title to a tract of land; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. L. also presented the petition of Henry H. 
Daval and others, citizens of the State of Missouri, 
praying that Wilham Tripkette may be confirmed 
in the right of pre-emption to a tract of land; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Private Land 


Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. L. also presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of the State of Missouri, praying the es- 
tablishment of a post route; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition 
of Chandler Sherwin and Benjamin Campbell, 

raying the right of pre empticn to an island lying 
in the Mississippi river; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 
Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of a 
umber of citizens of Washington, in the District 
‘of Columbia, praying the recbarter of the banks in 
the city of Washington; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentacky presented the petition 
of Thomas Daniel; which was re ‘erred to the Com- 
mittee on Mili ary Affairs. 


| 


L. Mersereau, praying remaneration for his ser- 
vices as a spy during the Revolutionary war; 


tionary Claims. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of the 
officers of the corps of engineers, opposed to the 
Dill to regulate the pay and allowances of the 
officers of the line and the staff of the army, and 
praying that the same may not become a law; 
whieh was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented resolutions passed by 
the Legislature of the Siale of Maine, instructing 
the Senators, and requesting the Representatives of 
said State in Congress to use their exertions to 
procere the passage of an act to make provision 
for grantisg indemnity to sufferers by French spo- 
liations upon American commerce, prior to the 
year 1800; which were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. - 

Mr. R. a'so submitted a preamble and resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of Maine iu 
favor of a general bankrupt law; which were 
referred to the Commitiee on the mo” and 
ordered to be printed. } 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorialof a num- 
ber of citizens of the United States, in favor of esta- 
blishing a communication between the valley of 
the Chio river and the Oregon Territory; which 
was referred to the Select Committee on the Oregon 
Tertitory. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of a number of 
citizens of township 20, range 3 west, in Sumpter 
county, Alabama, praying to locate a section of 
land for the use of schools in lieu of one of which 
they have been deprived; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr, ALLEN presented a preamble and resolu- 
tions passed by the General Assembly of the State 
of Ohio, instructing the Senators and requesting the 
Representatives of that Staie to use their exertions 
to procure the passage of a law authorizing the 
sale of the public lands lying adjacent to the lands 
hitherto granted to that State for the construction 
of canals; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Pablic Lands. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of Jubal 
B. Hancock, made a report thereon, which was or- 
dered to be prin'ed, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 


reading. 
Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 


to which was referred the petition of Mary Linn, 
widow of David Linn, made an adverse report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed, 


Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of John ` 


which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- |} 


Mr. PRESTON, by unanimous consent, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution 
authorizing the Committee on the Library to take 
measures for the importation of the siatue of 
Washington by Greenhow; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING, from he Committee on Commerce, 


| to which was referred House bill for the relef of 


Nathan Levy, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to which was referred the petition of 
John Johnston, made an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

BANK OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill to incorpo- 
rate the Bank of the District of Columbia; which 
was read,and ordered to a second reading. 

[The bill provides, that John P. Van Ness, Thos. 
Carbery, George Parker, Francis S. Key, John 
Boyle, William A. Bradley, Thomas Blagden, Ben- 
jamia O. Tayloe, Wiliam Gunton, John P. In- 
gle, George Thomas, John Carter, E. M. Lin- 
thicum, John Kurtz, Phineas Janey, Henry Dan- 
gerfield, and John C. Vowel, shall act as commis- 
sioners to receive subscriptions to the stock of the 
Bank of the District of Columbia, with a capital 
of two millions of dollars, divide’ into shares of 
fifty dollars each, to be located in the city of 
Washington, with branches in Georgetown and 
Alexandria, the charter to expire in 1855. The 
charters of the present banks of the District are 
extended until ninety days after the new bank shall 


o into operation. 
8 


Mr. 

tion: 
Resolved, That the Senate will not consider or 
discuss any bill for the renewal of a bank charter 
in the District of Columbia, while the said bank 
refuses to pay specie for its notes and deposites, 
or circnlates notes of any banks so refusing. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following, which 
was considered and agreed to: , 

Resolved, That the Commitee on Indian Affairs 
be instracted to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation of money to enable the 
President of the United States to negotiate for the 
extinction of the Indian titles to the residue of the 
lands in the upper peninsula of Michigan, claimed 
by the aborigines of that peninsula. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to send 10 the Senate all the papers, cr 
copies of papers, in his Department, relating to 
the claims of James Allen to a pre-emption right 
_o the State of Missouri. 

i The resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Huszarp was considered and agreed to. 

The bill granting to the county of Kalamazoo, in 
the State of Michigan, the right of pre-empticn to 
a o section of land, and for other purposes; 
an 

The bill authorizing the relinqvishment of the 
sixteenth sectfons granted for the use of schools, 
and the entry of other lands in lieu thereof, 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

The bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to raise one thousand five hundred men, to 
serve against the Fiorida Indians, was, on motion 
of Mr. PIERCE, recommitted to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 
| The bill granting to the S'ate of Michigan a 
iquanty of land to aid said State in the construction 
pf a canal around the Falls of St. Marie, coming 
ep on its third reading, 

i Mr. MERRICK demanded the yeas and nays 
on its passage. 
\ Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said that this bill had 
very quietly poea to its present position, but 
as yet he had not heard a single word by way of 
argument in its favor. He-weuld like to hear 
from the friends of the bill‘some reason for the 
grant of this vast.quantity of: the public domain. 
Mr. NORVELL said that if the Senator had 


BENTON submitted the following resola- 


: been present when the bill was considered in com- 
’ mittee, 


and ordered to be engrossed, he would have 
heard various reasons adduced in its favor, and 
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a 


such as appeared satisfactory to all the Senators 
who were present. He would, however, consent 
that the bill should be postponed for the present, to 
give Senators time to make themselves acquainted 
with its provisions, but would call it up at a very 
early day. $ 

The bill was then informally passed over. 

The bill to revive the act entitled ‘An act to 
enable claimants to land within the limits of Mis- 
souri and the Territory of Arkansas to institute 
procce 'ings to try the validity of their claims,” ap- 
proved the twenty sixth of May, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-four, and an act amending the same, 
and extending the provisions of said acts to claim- 
ants to land wihin the States of Louisiana and 
Mississippi, beirg taken up as in Committee of the 
Whole, was discussed by Messis. LINN, GRUN- 
DY, SEVIER, BENTON, MOUTON, KING, 
CLAY of Kentucky, and HENDERSON; and 
after various amendments had been adopted, the 
bill, as amended, was ordered to be printed. 

The Senate then went into Executive business, 

And afterwards adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuuaspay, April 9, 1840. 

The journal having been read: 

Mr. LINCOLN askel the unanimous leave of 
the House, in bebalf of his colleague, Mr. ABBOT 
Lawrence, still confined to his room by sickness, 
to submit acommunication from the Hon. Thomas 
H. Perkins of Bostcn, and a great number of the 
merchants of Boston and Salem, Massachusetts, 
interested in the China wade, containing a state- 
ment of intelligence recently received from that 
country, which bas nct before been made publicly 
known, with a view to the reference of the com- 
munication to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Leave being granted, Mr. Lincotn presented 
the communication; and upon his motion, it was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order was the resolution of the gentleman 
from New York, Mr. Hann, for the introduction 
of which the rules had been suspended on Tuesday 
last; but the action on which had been suspended 
by the annunciation of the death of a member of 
the other body; which resolution was ji the follow- 
ing words: - f , 

Resolved, That the Secretary of 
to communicate to this House w 
siders necessary to be constgucteffin order to place 
the Northern and Northegternffrontiers in a pro- 
per and permanent state o 

Mr. WISE reqested MÉ Hann to accept, as a 
substitute therefor, or, if fiot/as a substitute, as a 
modification, the followigg fesolution offered by 
Mr. W. on Monday last: 

Resolved, That the S 


efary of War be, and he 
is hereby, requested to before this House, as 
soon as practicable, a régort of a full and con- 
nected system of natiogal defence, embracing 
steam and other vessels, of war, and. "floating 
batteries” for coast and farhor defence; and na- 
tional foundries, and th¢ internal Means auxilia- 
ry to these for transportation and other warlike 
uses by land; and that he be requested to furnish 
this House with the reports submitted to his De- 
partment, at any time, by Major General Edmund 
P. Gaines, or other person, or persons, of profes- 
sional experience, of their “plans of defence,” if 
any such have been submilted, with the views of 
the Secietary of War thereon. And that the Se- 
cretary furnish an estimate of the expenses of his 
own and other plans he may report, distinguish- 
ing such parts of plans as ought to be immedi- 
ately adopted and prosecuted, with the probable 
cost and time of their prosecution and commence- 
ment. 

Mr. HAND said he had no particular objection 
to that resolution, as an addition; but the whole 
plan might not be prepared, and he wished it so 
passed as to avo'd delay. If it was added as a sub- 
Stantive resolution, the Secretary might send that 
portion relating to the Northera and Northeastern 
frontier at once. 


Mr. WISE then moved his resolation, by way of 


amendment, as an additional one; which was un-. 


derstood to be accepted by Mr. Hann as a modifi- 
calion of his. 

The question then being on the resolution as 
modified, 

Mr. WISE said that his resolution embraced an 
entire system of national defence—a system which, 
it seemed to him, ought to have been entered on 
long ago. This Government, he would venture to 
say, in the face of a threatened war, wasin the most 
defenceless condition of any in the world. There 
was not a power on earth, civilized or barbarous, 
with a tithe of the physical force which this coun- 
try could employ, that had not now in active ope- 
ration more means of defence than we. In fact, 
our condition was worse than if we had never spent 
adollar on our system of fortifications. There was 
scarcely a fort on our seaboard that was notin a 
condition to be taken by the enemy, and to be used 
against ourselves, instead of being a fort for our 
own defence. He would not now go into the 
inquiry whose fault ıt was, from the ume that we 
had the celebrated excitement on the three million 
appropriation down to this moment, when we stood 
now in the presence of the British lion himself—he 


would not now stop to inquire who was to blame. 


for the helpless condition of our country, left, as it 
was, to the mercy of any fue that possessed mari- 
time power. He would not now step to comment 
on the utter, reckless folly of talking of a war with 
Great Britain about a few pine logs in Maine, 
when our commerce, our national honor, our lives, 
and every porticn of our frontier, we exposed to 
British aggression and British bayonets. 

Mr. HAND said, that on this subject he was no 
alarmist. He well knew the deep injury that our 
commercial interests might sustain by an exciting 
and injudicious debate there. Allhe desired now 
was, that the House might be fully informed on 
this important subject. 

Mr. WISE. Iam no alarmist. I have no idea 
that there is to be a war. But I-go for the necessity 
of fortifications upon the most liberal scale for a 
peace establishment. « 

Mr. HAND said he had not supposed this reso- 
lution would interrupt the regular business of the 
House by debate. The answers to tbis and the 
other calls on the President and Departments, and 
probably the report of the Military Committee, 
would soon be in, and then would, he thought, be 
the time for discussion, and he fe!t constrained 
again to move the previous ques'ion. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed to Mr. Hann to with- 
draw his motion for the previous question. 

Mr. HAND was understood to insist on his ca!l 
for the previous question. 


Mr. ADAMS said he wished to say a word on 
this subject, because he found that there was among 
hisown consfituents, and among that portion of 
the people of this country who were now, by the 
act of God, deprived of the services of taeir im- 
mediate Representative, (Mr. Lawagence,| much 
anxiety in relation to it. He concurred perfectly 
in the opinion last expressnd by the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Wist] He thought that 
there was not the slightest danger at this moment 
of a war with Great Britain, nor for years to come. 
He (Mr. A.) said nit for years to come, and he 


hoped this statement would be reported to his consti- | 


tuents, and to those next to his own district—the 
people of the city of Boston, who were probably as 
deeply interested In the preservation of peace with 
Great Britain as any portion of the peop!e of the 
United States. 

Mr. RHETT rove to inquire of the SPEAKER 
whether the demand for the previous question was 
or was not withdrawn? 

Mr. HAND was understood to say he had not 
withdrawn it. 

Mr. ADAMS regretted, he said, that the gen 
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] was 
unwilling to hear that there was no danger of a 
war with Great Britain. The previous. question 
had been withdrawn, and he hoped be would not 
be again interrupted. 

Mr. RHETT. The gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Hann] says he has not withdrawn the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. HAND said he had not withdrawn it, but 


would do so on the promise of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] to renew it. 

After some confnsion, cries to order, &e. 

Mr. ADAMS was understcod to say that he 
would renew it, and spoke in substance as follows, 
(as published in the National Intelligencer.) 

He stated, for the benefit of his constituents, and 
of the immediate neighborhood of his constitu- 
ents, and of the people of the whole countfy, that 
he did not apprehend, in the slightest degree, that 
there was any immediate danger of a war with 
Great Britain, or for years to come. And he found- 
ed this opinion on two things: In the first place, 
he, founded it on the me:sage of the President 
of ‘the United States at the commencement of 
the present sestion, in which he (Mr. A.) theught 
there was not a single word of recommendation 
to the people to prepare themselves for that great 
and terrible conflict which must ensue whenever 
we came in conflict with Great Britain. From the 
day he saw that message, he concluded in his own 
mind that there was uo danger of a war with 
Great Britain. And why? Because he wassure 
that, if the President of the United States himself 
had the slightest apprehension of danger of an 
immediate or early collision, it would have been 
wrong in him not to Mave recommended very 
strong and extensive preparations for that event. 
When, after that message was delivered, he (Mr. 
A.)saw weeks upon weeks pass away under an 


apprehension on the part of the citizens of the Uni- . 


ted States and of many of the members of this 
House that there was danger of war; when he 
saw the correspondence which. had taken place 
(and which had from time to time been communi- 
cated to Congress) between the Secretary of State 
and the British Minister here—he confessed he 
had waited to see on what ground it was that the 
President of the United States had concluded that 
there was not the slightest danger of a collision 
with Great Britain at present. 

When the last correspondence was communi’ 
cated to the Senate—and when a genileman, the 
chairman of the Commitee on Foreign Affairs in 


this House [Mr. Pickens] sounded the alarm—an 
alarm which had pervaded the whole country—he ‘ 


[Mr. A.] felt a degree of concern and apprehen- 
sion himself, not then having seen the correspond- 


ence. But the very next morning he saw it; and, 


in the last letter from the Sectetary of State to the 
British Minister, he saw the grounds upon which 
the President had come to such a conclusion, and 
very safely come to it. That correspondence, as 
all must have observed, has been of an irritating 
character. There was anger, passion, feeling, upon 
both sides; and the community and many mem- 
bers of Congress, seeing these expressions of irrita- 
tion, probably came to the conclusion, unneces:a- 
rily as he thoueht, that there was danger of an im- 
mediate collision. 


He, as soon as he saw the last letter of the Se- - 


cretary of State, became satisfied that there was ro 
such danger; for, in-the very heat and tempest of 
the passion, the Secretary of State broke off, and 
said that, from the day on which ‘the President of 


the United States entered upon the duties of his — 


station, he had determined that, in the event of the 
two parties not being abie te come to an under- 
s‘anding by means of their negotiations, he would 
propose a reference of the great question at issue, 
for the second time, to a third pariy. To this the 
very natoral rep'y of the British Minister was, that 
this was a rew prcpesition, which ke cou'd only 
communicate to his Government,'as he wou'd im- 
mediately do. And that was the position ia which: 
the matter now stood. Ore of two things must be: 
either there was a proposition already on the part 
uf Great Britain to accept a proposition hereto ‘ore 
made on the part of the Government of the United 


States—and that, of course, would necessarily pre- ` 


vent collision,—or the Government of Great Bri- 
tain must determine whether it would accept of 


this sroposition for a reference. Now, he said thst’ 


the Government of Great Britain could not refuse 


this proposition; and when the question was refer- 


red to a third power, we should have no war from 

that time forward until at any rate the arbitrators 

had come to a decision, which would take years. 
There was one other possibility whic 


h might ins i 


t 
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duce collision; which was, that, while these negoti- 
ations were going on, the Brittsh Government 
might continue to encroach cn the territory of the 
United States as they were doing, and had been 
doing ever since this matter had approached to the 
appearance of hostility between the two countries. 
This was possible—nay, probable. On the other 
hand, we had, on the part of the people of Maine, 
manifestations of a spirit not to submit, for any 
geat length of time, to these continnal encroach- 
ments—partially denied—partially, so to speak, 
prevaricated away in the correspondence between 
the Bri-ish M nister. and the Secretary of State; 
but still going on in the disputed territory, in 
which the British anthorities might continue to ad- 
vance until they had all they claimed, and proba- 
bly a great deal more. It remained for the people 
of Maine to decide whether they would submit to 
itor not. He believed they weuld submit to these 
encroachments, and that there would be no act on 
- the part of this Government to sustain or support 
them if they did not submit. He gave warning to 


the Representatives from Maine and Massachusetts ` 
in this House that the people of Maine would sub- |- 


mit so long asit pleased the Government of Great ` 


Britain to pursue them urder this course of negoti- 

ation to be resumed by a second reference. 
- pre-umed, however, that many of the Representa- 

tives of the State of Maine understood the feelings 
_ of their people better than he did. 


. Mr. A. then alluded to the course of the Govern- | 
ment of Maine during the last spring-—against | 
which, Mr. A. said, he wouid not at the time con- | 


sent to the adoption of any proposition which even 
by imputation could cast censure upon the Gover- 
nor for his conduct. 
A.) had seen evidences of an exceedingly cool and 
tame spirit coming from the State of Maine. He 
did not mean to say this was not very proper under 
the circumstances of the times; but he had satisfied 
himself ihat there was no sort of danger to be ap- 
prehended from any act of the people of that State. 
The Legislature of Maine declared at that time 
that if the Government of the United States did not 
take the matter up, they would do justice to them- 
selves. 

. on encroaching there, and prevaricating here, as 
they had done and were doing, they would call on 
the Government of the United States to protect 
them. 

Mr. Smita of Maine. What else, sir, did they 
say—thatif the General Government did not pro- 
tect them, they would protect thémselves? 

Mr. A. said, all he intended to say was what he 
did not think any member from Maine would con- 
tradict, that, in the event of a second reference to a 
third power, the people of Maine would not com- 
mence a war with Great Britain; if any one did 
aa it, let the two statements be put side by 
side. 

Mr. A. Smita said it was not his feeling, nor 
the feeling of the people of Maine, that this ques- 
tion should be again submitted to a reference in the 
manner or at all under the terms upon which it was 
submitted by a former Administration. 

Mr. Apams said the gentleman was very cau- 
tious in his declaration that the peop’e would not 
submit to another reference. He (Mr. A ) de- 
clared they would submit to it, and he said that 
they ought to submit to it in case the event should 
come: and one of his chief motives in addressing 
the House at this time was to say that he approved 


entirely of this determination on the part of the | 


President of the United States. He thought the 
Chief Executive of this country was authorized to 
make such a reference,and he was gratified to find 
such a determination had been formed; for nothing 
could be more effectual in preventing that collision 
which many of them, and he among the number, 
were so apprehensive of. He believed it was the 
most pacific and conciliatory course which could 
have been determined upun; for that reason he ap- 
proved of it, and it would be approved by the 
whole of the civilized race of mankind. It came 
precisely to that point in reference to which so 
many petitions had been brought into this House, 
` and to which he wished the House had paid more 
attention—that was to say, a general principle 
which, by ths force of public opinion, should com- 


But, more recently, he (Mr. | 


He | 


Now they declared that if the British went | 


: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


pel all Governments in the world te resort to this 
pacific mode of settling difficulties rather than bya 
resort to war. The two nations—the British peo- 
ple and the people of the United States—he might 
say unanimously, for he scarcely believed there 
was aman but who deprecated a war between the 
two nations—all deprecated a resortto war. The 
reference of the ques'ion to arbitrators was an 
honorable mode of proceeding; no nation could re- 
fuse to adopt such a course. The British Govera- 
ment, he maintained, must compulsively, whether 
they would or not, accept the proposition; and if 
not compelled, they would do it from motives ef 
policy; and therefore he concluded there was no 
danger of a war. The only doutt he could enter- 
tain would be that the people of Maine, in the im- 
patience and impetuosity which they must nata- 
rally feel for their own interests and their own 
rights, might, by their own indiscretion, commence 
hostilities. He did not, however, apprehend such 
an event, nor did he still believe that any member 
would rise and say that there was danger of war 
from that source. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine said he had listened with 
profeund attention to the remarks of the venerabie 
gentleman from Massachusetts, touching a ques- 
tion of absorbing interest to the people of Maine, 
and he confessed his inability to comprehend them. 
Mr. S. was so unfortunate es to misapprehend the 
tenor of these remarks, or they embraced proposi- 
tions wholly inconsistent with each other. The 
gentleman had said, that, when this question was 
agitated in the last Congress, and the conduct of 
the Government of Maine, in calling cut the mili- 
tary force of the State to repel the invaders of her 
soil, was the subject of animadversion, he had been 
among the foremost to defend the course which 
Maine had pursued. He had not saffered the 
slightest reproach to be cast upon her. Maine had 
done precisely as she should have done under the 
circumstances. There was a palpable invasion of 
her territory, and she had acted nobly in repelling 
it. Bat the gentleman seems now to think that 
the peace of the country may be preserved, if 
Maine, by some act of indiscretion and rash- 
ness, do not disturb it. The territory of the 
State, solemnly and repeatedly declared to be 
so by the National Government—known to be so 
by Great Britain herself—was now in the occupa- 
tion of foreign truops. The soil of Maine, the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts declares, is, at this mo- 
ment, encroached by British troops, and that sach 
encroachment will be continued and persisted in by 
Great Britain, and quietly submitted to by the Uni- 
ted States, unless the people or Government of 
Maine, by some act of indiscretion or. rashness, in- 
tercept our peaceable relations with that country! 
And the gentlemen tells us furthermore, that the 
proper course to adjust the question, is to propose 
another reference, which he says Great Britain will 
not and cannot refure, and which it will take years 
to bring it to an issue—and he then tanniingly 
gives notice to the people of Maine, that although 
pending this reference, the encroachments of Eng- 
Jand will be continued, they must and will quietly 
and peaceably submit to them, and that any resist- 
ance on their part will be rash and indiscreet, and 
tend to involve the country in a war! 

Mr. S. repelled this idea of passive obedience 
and non-resistance on the part of Maine. There 
had been nothing in the course of her Government 
to justify it. Mr. S. called upon the gentleman 
from Massachesetts to point out the “tame spiri” 
of which he pretended to have seen recent evidence 
in that State. The resolutions very lately adopted 
by her Legislature were, in lever and spirit, wholly 
at variance with tameness or servility. And Mr. 
S. assured the gentleman from Massachusetts, aad 
the country, that no attachment to party weuld be 
suffered to swerve the pe^ple of that State from a 
persevering and determined maintenance of their 
constitutional and unalienable rights. 

But the gentleman from Massachusetts, who came 
ferward so honorably to sustain the military opera- 
tions of Maine, in the last Congress, upon the 
ground that they were justifiable, seems now 
to think that a similar course on her pait 
would be rash and indiscreet, and that 
it is her duty to submit to the continued encroach- 


ments of England for years to come. Mr. S. was 
wholly unable to comprehend the distinction be- 
tween an invasicn of Maine last year, aad a mili- 
tary cecupation the present 5 ear. And he assured 
the centleman that the people of Maine would not 
understand it. The same régard for the honor of 
their State—for the integrity of its territory—for 
their own character as American citizeas—which 
prompted the people of Maine to resist and repel 
the invasion of her soil upon a former occasion, 
still existed. They had the same distinguished 
gentleman at the head of the Government; and the 
people of this country might be assured that he 
would never permit the State over which he pre- 
sided to be disgraced by foreign encroachments. 
The gent'eman from Massachusetts had spoken in 
high terms of that furctionary. Mr. S. expressed 
his thanks to the gentleman for the just manner in 
which he had spoken of the Governor of Maine. 
As a Representative of the people of that State, 
and as a personal friend of that distinguished indi- 
vidual, he tendered him his unfeigned taanks. 

Mr. S. had the fullest assurance that the rights 
of Maine were duly regarded by the National Ad- 
ministration. He had never doubted the dispo- 
sition of the Executive to extend the protection of 
the nation over the entire territory of that State; 
and he had unshaken confidence in the patriotism 
of the people of the whole country to sustain the 
Government in every measure necessary for the 
accomplishment of that purpose. He dd not 
agree with the gen'leman from Massachusetts in 
regard to the tone of the correspondence last com- 
municated to Congress between the Secretary of 
State and the British Minister. He considered the 
letter of the Sccretary, in reply to the British Mi- 
nister, an able, dignified, and statesmanlike paper, 
and a most triumphant vindication of the rights 
of Maine, and the action of her Government in 
regard to the boundary question, and, at the same 
time, evinced the full determination of the Go- 
vernment of the nation to sustain and defend them. 
It was such a paper as was to have been ex- 
pected from the source from which it emanated. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts had spoken 
of a reference as ihe proper mode of adjusting and 
finally sett ing this vexed question. In regard to 
that matter, Mr. S. believed he expressed the views 
of the whole peuple of Maine, when he stated that 
they would never consent to a reference in the 
manner, and under the terms, upon which the ques- 
tion was referred under a former Administration. 
But Maine had setup no claim to territory, the 
justice of which she was not willing to submit to 
the strictest scrutiny. She was wiliing that the 
line designated by the treaty of 1783, between her 
territory and the British provinces, should be run - 
and marked, and finally settled by disinterested 
and scientific individuals, who should be required 
to go upon the territory with the treaty, and per- 
form this service. To such a reference, Mr. S. be- 
lieved Maine would not object. Any other, insti- 
tuted upon terms which would render a just deci- 
sion less certajp, she would most strenuously 
resist. j 

Mr. W. THOMPSON said that the information 
sought in the resolution had been communicated 
informally to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and that it was now before that committee for the 
purpose of being acted upon. He was understood 
1o say that,he thought the test plan would be to 
have the matter referred to the commities, that 
they misht report upon it, and that the who'e might 
be printed. Still, however, he would not raise any 
special objection to the adoption of the resolation. 

Mr. T. then proceeded to make some remarks 
on the question to which the resolution looked. He 
thought there was no reason for this haste. He 
would say that the conduct of the General Govern- 
ment in regard to Maine met his entire approval. 
He was rejoiced to hear the remarks of the distin- 
guished gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Apams;) speaking out as all would have expected 
him to do, not only with the spirit and manliness 
of an American patriot, but with the wisdom of an 
American statesman. He (Mr. T.) had not recen!- 
ly believed there was any danger of war, though 
he did believe so at the last session of Congress. 
He believed that in the condition in which the 
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matter now stcod, war was impossible. Great 
Britain must accede to the proposition as made; if 
not, she would accede to it with certain modifica- 
tions. He would say here, that whilat it was the 
duty of this Government to speak the language of 
kindness and protection to Maine, it was ils duly 
also to speak the language of firmness, nay some- 
what of sternness, to the authorities of Maine. He 
knew bow deeply exciting a matter a contest for 
territory was; but whilst Maine was given to un- 
derstand that we intended to protect her rights and 
give her the land (as to her right to which he had 
no earthly doubt) or an equivalent for it—siill 
he wished her to understand that, if a war came, 
it was our war. We took the matter out of her 
hands, and if we were to have a war, it was bat 
right that we should kave the negotiation too. It 
was too absurd to think of the State of Maine talk- 
ing cf fgbting Great Briain. He repeated, as 
the war would be ours, if there was any, let us also 
have the negotiation. 

Mr. T. was not disposed to act upon the matter 
of fortifications now, at all events. If there was to 


be a war, or a reasonable chance of a war—if | 


there was one chance in one thousand that would 
justify patting the country in aconcition to meet it, 
we ceuld not arm too speedily nor tco closely. 
If nos, we could not spend too li:t’e in that way, for 
we bad tco litle to spend And if, when advices 
had been received from England, they should not 
be altogether pacific, and such as would justify the 
confident anticipation of peace, he was then ready 
to arm the countiy, act so much on the point of 
danger as of national honor. He was rot willing 
to treat with Great Britain while British bayonets 
and British fortifications were scattered along the 
whole line of our coast; he desired to treat with 
arms in his hands. Bat he was not disposed to 
accelerate that state of things, or to create addi- 
lional fever temper in relation to this question. 
Six months would put us in aconditicn to resist 
any aggression; nay, he believed we might resist it 
without any fortifications atall. We had, thank 
God, the same means which enabied General Jack- 
son to meet the enemy on the plains cf Louisiana. 
We had the same means cf protection—the same 
stout hearts and streng hands m the freemen of this 
country. 

Mr. T. repelled the idea of invasion of the Ame- 
rican soil, and insisted that we had already fortifi- 
cations wh:ch, for a very litt'e monej, acd in a few 
weeks, would put the country in a condition suc- 
cessfully to resist at ack. This led lo some cros- 
questioning between Mr. T. and Mr. Wise, as to 
the state o! the fortifications of the country. 

After whieb, Mr. HAND moved the previous 
question. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken; and, being taken, was decided in the affir- 
mative. 

So the resolution, as modified, was adopted. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to 
the condition of the banks of the United States; 
which, on motion of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, was 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES also moved that 2,000 copies extra 
Le printed; which motion lies over, under the runie. 

2. Letter from the S:cond Auditor’s office of the 
Treasury Department, transmitting copies of such 
accounts as have been ren“ered by persons charged 
or mterested with the disbursement or application 
of moneys, cr goods, or effects, for the benefit of 
the Indians, from the Ist of October, 1838, to the 
30th of Szptember, 1839, inclasive, &c. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS of Indiana, referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication in relation to the New Jersey con- 
tested election; which, cn motion of Mr. CAMPBELL 
_ of South Carolina, was referred to the Commitiee 
of Elections. 


Mr. BOND rose and asked leave of the House 
to make a personal explanation. And leave was 
granted; wh ch explanation is copied from the In- 
telligencer, as follows: 

[The following remarks were written out by Mr. 
Bonn, the Reporter not having heard ihem with 


` 
. 


sufficient accuracy even to attempt a report of 
them. Personal explanations, at the Fest, ate diffi- 
cult and dangerous things for Reporers to meddle 
with—and ate becoming insuperably so.]—Nat. Int. 

Mr. BOND rose, and afier addressing the Chair, 
said: I beg permission of the House, before pro- 
ceeding with the business cf the day, to allow me 
a few moments for a matter of personal explana- 
tion. It relates to an aceount of a debate in which 


: T partic pated last Thursday, and which is publish- 


ed inthe Globe of Saturday evening. I intenced 
oa Tueslay morning, as the same subject would 
then have come up for considerat‘on, to ask this 
permission; but the melancholy event of that day 
postponed all business until this moment. 

1 will first use this occasion to say that I never 
expected to be traly represented in the Globe. In- 


: dependent of the constant habit of that paper to tra- 


duee me, Ihave long since incurred the displea. 


. sure of one of its Reporters here by calling the at- 
: tention of this House, in 1838, to the abuse of pub- 
` lie patronage in suffering him to absent himself 


from his place in one of the Departments, in which 
he held the office of a clerk. The account of the 
debate, as given in the Globe, suppresses much that 
I said, and represents me as first introducing in 
the debate the character and veracity of the Editors 
of the Ohio Statesman.* It was my purpose to be 


*The Reporter for the Globe regrets that heis again under the 
necessity of intruding himseifon the public in eelf-defence. Mr. 
Bonn of Ohio has not only assailed the correctness of his re- 
port, but his motives; and attributes what he callsa “garbled 
repor” to the displeasure he had incurred of one of the 
Giobe’s reporters. Now, the Reporter who is particularly as- 
sailed, is ander the necessity of taking issue with Mr. Bonp di- 
rectly on this point. Howdoes the member know that he has 
incurred the displeasure of the humble individual he thus 
thoughuessly ci.arges with improper motives? Is he conscious 
of having dyne the, Reporter wrong, or has he any acquaint- 
tance with him, or knowledge of his character, direcfly or indi- 
rectly, which warrants the belief that he harbors vindictive or 
illiberal feelings? The Reporter assures Mr. Bunn, and every 
gentleman of the Opposition party, that he has no desire to mis- 
represent them, and that he cannot possibly see what advantage 
it would be to him, or to his party, to do so. Anxious 
to retain the reputation of a faithful reporter of debates, which 
he believesthat he has earnad by many years of painful toil in 
the other hal! of the legislative body, the Reporter strives, ac- 
cording to his best ability, to give to the public a faithful ac- 
count of what passes in the House of Representatives. He 
does not pretend to givea verbatim report of every thing that 
is said in the discursive debates which so often occur. If he 


| had as many hauds as Brrargvs he could notdoit; and though 


gentlemen have a right to expect of him, in writing out their 
set speeches, to report them as nearly verbatim as possible, 
neither they nor the public would be served by setting down, 
word for word, every political skirmish that takes place. 
And now to the matter of which Mr. Bonn particularly com 
plains. The Reporter declares, most solemnly, that he had no 
intention todo that gentleman wreng, or to misrepresent him 
before the public. He believes now—and the very state- 
ment of Mr. Boxp bears him out in it—that he report- 
ed, in substance, every material idea he advanced, and 
he did not pretend to do more. It is readily admitted 
that Mr. Bono did get up before Mr. Mason, and pro- 
nounce the statement read by Mı. WATTERSON, from the Ohio 
Statesman, to be false. But this omission was wholly. without 
any design, and cannot possibly convey a wrong impression, 
for itis stated in the report that Mr. Mason aud Mr. Bona both 
contradicted it. In the remarka attributed ta Mr. Box, as well 
as to his colleague, if there are any ideas canveyed that are not 
correct, the Reporter will cheerfully insert the correction; but 
he does not understand that any such charge is made. In- 
deed, if there was any fault at all in the brief sketch of Mr. 
Bonn’s remarks, it was ia softening the harsh language he used; 
and they who believe in the truth of that Scripture, “blessed are 
the peace makers,” will hardly censure the Reporter for that 
venial error. With regard to the remarks of Messrs. MEDILL 
and WeLLen, they are correct in substance, though they may 
not be literally the words used. These gentlemen being satis- 
fied, no one else has a right to complain. 

An explanation is now necessary in relation to a further 
charge made by Messrs. Bonp and Graves, that one of the Re- 
poriers for the Globe being a clerk in one of the public offices,is 
permitted to absent himself from his duties during the session 
of Congress, drawing his salary at the same time. A few words, 
it is believed, will be sufficient to satisfy others, if not these two 
gentlemen, that in this transaction there is nothing wrong, and 
that no injury has accrued to the public service in conrequence 


| debate. 
Reporters, when there is any noise or confusion 


content with pronouncing the article fiom that pa- 
per giving an account of the Whig Convention at 
Columbus as false and groundless, My colleague, 
[Mr. Mepitx,] in speaking of the Editors of that 
paper, said he had never heard their veracity ques- 
tiored. It was in answer to this that I felt obliged 
to introduce the name of one of them, and state 
what I had seen published about him. 

And when I spoke of one hundred and sixty lies 
appearing in one part of that statement, it was also 
in answer to what my colleague [Mr. Meni L] had 
said when he selected, as an evidence of the truth 
of the article, the names of the delegates to that 
convention from Muskingum county. I had seen 


: it stated in a paper printed in that county, that the 


article in question contained one hundred and sixty 
lies in reference to those delegates, and so I stated 
to the House. But! wish to call the attention of 
my colleague to what he is represented as having 
said on the ccecasion. 

Mr. Bonn here read several passages from the 
Globe, and then proceeded. I desire my colleague 
to say whether he used this language, or these 
ideas. 

Mr. Mepit said he would answer when his col- 
league had fini-hed his remarks. 

Mr. Bonp observed that he desired to treat his 
colleague with perfect respect; but wished his an- 


! swer now. 


Mr. MEDILL said, that if his colleague preferred 
he should answer now, he had certainly no ob- 
jections to doso. With the order or arrangement 
of the debate,as reported in the Globe, he had 
nothing to do, ner was he prepared to say whether 
it was corrector not. He had not heard the re- 
marks of his colleague, Mr. Mason,] and was sa- 
tisfied that his colleague [Mr. Bonn] had spoken 
last, although he might also have commenced the 
Much allowance should be made for the 


in the House, and if they succeed in giving 
the substance of what is said, there is no 
cause of ecmplaint. He would not under- 
take to say at this length of time whether 
his own remarks, made on the cccasion, were 
given verbatim or not, nor would he now stop to tax 
his recollecticn, er that of his friends, to ascertain 
the fact. He made no immaterial issues. He 
had only tosay to his colleague, that until the lan- 
guage employed towards an atseht citizen of his 
own Stale, and which prompted their: utterance at 
the time, was withdrawn, he endorsed them pre- 


cisely as reported, and held himself responsible ac- 


cordingly. 


of it. 
procuring a competent Reporter, the individual who is now 
ecerving them in that capacity, ont of a sincere desire to serve 
them, ag wellas to contribute all in his power towards the dis- 
semination of correct intelligence, was induced to apply to 
the head of the office in which he served, General Wxrrcome, 
for a furlough during the seesion of Congress. This permis- 
sion has been granted for the two or three sessions past, but a'- 
ways on the condition of putting a competent clerk in the place 
thus temporarily vacated. Atthe commencement of this ses. 
sion, General Wattcoms granted the furlough with great re- 
luctance; and it was only on ascertaining, to his entire ga- 
tisfaction, that the duties of the station were in such a condition 
that a new clerk could discharge them, that he granted it, 8o 
far from the Reporter absenting himself from his duties while 
they are unperformed, or he, or Messrs. BLAIR and Rivas, ce. 
riving any pecuniary benefit from the transaction, the contrary 
is the fact. A clerk who writesa rapid and beautiful hand, and. 


who isevery way competent, has been appointed to fill the va-. 


cated situation for the sesssion of Congress; and this clerk has 
received, for each and every month, one hundred dollars in spe~ 
cie, the whole amount òf the salary attached to the office, 


Oowing to the impossibility of Messrs. Brar and Rives — 


Buair and Rives paying the Reporter a’ higher salary. 

Ample proof of these facts the Reporter is ready to stiow to | 
any one who wishes to see it, It may be asked what object the ` 
Reporter has in undertaking a laborious and thankless employ- ~ 


ment, besides the increase of pay he receives from Buam end ; 


trese, and with it they gave him doubte the ‘compertsation here” 
ceived from his former employers, sinte which time 
ceived every evidence of their friendship and confidence. 


LUND WASHINGTON, Jr, 
April 1) 1840, 


Rivas. He answers, a grateful sense of benefits received, .. 
which never can be forgotten while his -heart continues to beat. 
Buarzand Rives gave him employment when hewasin dis 


fie faz ve,” 


om 


opaan eae 


$14 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


rn 


Mr; BOND replied that he would now make a 
few words answer his purpose. My colleague did 
not use the language, nor express himself, as it is 
now published. If he had, sir, I would have then 
noticed it. But I have to say to him that he has 
consented to the publication of a garbled ac- 
count of that debate. 

Mr. MEDILL inquired if his colleague was 
now through. ; 

Mr. BOND said he was. 

Mr. MEDILL said that his colleague had re- 

quested a distinct and categorical answer, and had 
received one. He would not be drawn into imma- 
terial issues dependent on either the recollection of 
himself or his colleague after the lapse of a week. 
Although he had not suffered as much as others 
during the short time he had been on this floor, he 
was opposed to the practice that was obtaining of 
denouncing the reporters whenever we do not feel 
satisfied with the appearance of our own remarks. 
It is not expected that every word that 
is uttered in debate, should be set down and report- 
ed. Itisenvugh that the substance is fairly and 
impartially given. My colieague is wholly mis- 
taken, in supposing he did not attack the personal 
character and veracity of the editors of the States- 
man. 
All must recollect the astonishment he affected, on 
finding any one who entertained the slightest confi- 
dence in their honor or veracity. My colleague is 
equally unfortunate in his recollection of the 
manner in which allusion was made to the 
county of Muskingum. So far from intro- 
ducing it as an evidence of the correct- 
ness of the article in the Statesman, I admitted 
that I had seen the statement in relation to that 
county contradicted, and subsequently explained 
by the Statesman. Thus can my colleague fall 
into error, as well as the Reporters. In relation 
to the “account of that debate,” I have nothing to 
do; and, in conclasion, will only add, that my own re- 
marks, as reported, and shown tome by my col- 
Jeague, contain the substance of what was said on 
the occasion. If not verbatim, as delivered, I de- 
sire to be ccnsidered as taking the responsibility off 
the Reporter, and, in the language c* the courts, 
adopt them as they now stand, Runc wo tunc, so 
that my colleague may have an endorser without 
travelling beyond the bar. 

Mr. BOND said. Then, sir, I azain repeat, my 
colleague has consented toa garbled account of 
that debate, and I have nothing to retract.j 

Before Mr. Bonn had taken his seat, 

Mr. WELLER addressed the Cuain, when 

Mr. BOND observed that he had a word to say 
tohim also. I did not hear this gentleman on 
Thursday last, when he was called to order by the 
Cnam, and therefore asked that he might proceed. 
My colleague [Mr. Wetter] then added that he 
had said what he intended to say, and supp'sed I 
understood him. Whether he then said what the 
Globe now reports, I know not, for he was at a 
distance from me; but, if I had heard him, I would 
have told him, as I now do, that [can never mis- 
understand the yelping of a puppy. 

Mr. WELLER remarked that he dii not know 
that it was necessary for him to say any thing to his 
colleague over the way [Mr. Bonp;] but as he had 
participated in the original debate which gave rise 
to this, he would detain the Hous2 a few moments. 
He then requested his colleague to repeat what he 
had said just before taking his seat, as he was anx- 
ions to understend him. 

Mr. BOND said if he had understecd his gol- 
league (Mr. WELLER] as charging him with ungen- 
tlemanly conduct, as he was re ported, he would bave 
regarded it as the yelpings of a puppy. 

Mr. WELLER then said he believed the report 
in the Giobe was correct, alshough the language as 
reported was not perhaps as strong as he used. He 
said he did intend that his colleague [Mr. Bonp] 
should understand him as charging that his con- 
duct in dragging before this House a private citi- 
zen of Ohio, and applying to him the appellation of 
“lying Jake,” was indecent, ungentlemanly, and un- 
becoming a member of this body. 

‘Mr. W, was here called to order, and objections 
being made to his proceeding, Mr. Brown of Mis- 


It was not until after he did so, that I rose. | 


sissippi moved that he be permitted to proceed, 
which was granted. 


Mr. W. then said this was what he designed his 


colleague, {Mr. Bonn] should understand in his re- 


marks last week, when he charged him with inde- 
eentconduct. The language I then used, said Mr. 
W. was sufficiently plain to be understood by any 
man, and I cannot doubt my colleague so under- 
stood me, his assertion to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

It will be recollected, said Mr. W. by those who 
were present on that occasion, that my colleague 
(Mr. Bono] had risen ia his place and declared that 
the statement in the Columbus paper in re- 
lation to the delegates appointed to the 
State 
beginning to end. Soon after he took his 
seat, said Mr. W. I rose and stated that the list of 
the delegates appointed in the district which I had 
the honor to represent here was, I believed, correct. 
My colleague again took the the floor, and I then, 
said Mr. W. asked him distinctly whether he in- 
tended to impeach the correctness of my statement; 
and that, if he did, I had a word ® say to him. Su, 
said Mr. W. if he had done so I should have been 
compelled to bestow an epithet on him which he 
would have understood. I should have told him, 
said Mr. W. to his teeth, that he had uttered a base 
falsehood. l 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky called Mr. W. 
to order, and objected to his proceeding, and he 
was compelled to take his geat. 

Mr. WELLER desirak, to say a few words 
more, but te House refused. 

Mr. TAYPOR of Ohié also made an ineffectaal 

attempt to obtain the ffoor, to make some remarks 
upon the subject in digpute. 
The Houe then resolved itse'f into Committee 
of the Whole on the ŝtate of the Union, Mr. Caszy 
of Ilinois iÑ the chair, and took up the bill ma- 
king appropfiationé for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penditures of the Government for the year 1840. 

Mr. JONES gf Virginia moved to amend the 
bill, by strikjng gut $70,000 for stationery, fuel, 
printing, ete.jofAhe Senate, and inserting $50,000; 
and also te alngnd it, by striking out $150,000 for 
the same objégis for the House of Representatives, 
and inserting $100,000; which amendments were 
agreed to. 

Mr. WISE observed that it was his intention, 
before the CLERK began to read the bill, to make 
some general remarks on the subject of appropri- 
ations made by Congress; and these remarks he in- 
tended to apply to the aceusations made of late by 
the Executive against the legislative department of 
the Government. It was not to be denied that the 
expenses of the Government of the Unitel States 
had been enormously increased, fearfully increased 
to those who were for as mple Republican Govern- 
ment, pursuing a system of just economy. It was a 
solemn fact, to which all minds should be turned, 
that the expenses of the Goverament have, of late 
years, exceeded 33 or 34 millions. It was a fact, 
that ifour revenue was collected by a capitation 
tax, it would exceed that of the last war with 
Great Britain. The average expenditures of Ge- 
veral Jackson’s administration were exceedirg 18 
millions of dollars, and exceeded those of Mr. Ma- 
dison’s admin:stration by several hundred thousand 


footsteps cf his ilu-trious predecess r, in the ex- 
renditure cf money. A capitation tax to cover 
these expenditures, would be nearly two doi- 
lars a head The excrse of the Executive 
now was that Congress had exceeded the e-ti- 
mates of the Departments; and that Congress had 
gone on expending the public money in an extra- 
vagant manner, contrary to the approbation of the 
Executive. Now this was the first appropriation 
bill presented to them, except that which was in- 
treduced in the early part of the session for the 
pay of the members of Congress, and he wished 
to have a distinct understanding with regard to 
the appropriations it contained. The pcr diem of 


bil they could not go beyond the ordinary expen- 
diture. It was known how many members there 
were, and the amount of mileage to which each 
was entitled; so that there could be no mistake 


dollars, white Mr. Van Buren had trod beyond the. 


members was fixed by Jaw, and in passing that 


convention was a tissue of lies from | 


with regard to that appropriation. But here was 
the first appropriation bill on which any question 
of responsibility could arise, and he tock itat the first 
hop, giving notice to gentlemen who had arraigned 
the legislative department of the Government, in 
favor of the Executive, that he should call on them 
to vote for no money but suchas the latter called 
for en his responsibility. The first inquiry that he 
would of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means was: Did this bill, in the gross , and 
every item in it,and every part and parcel thereof— 
did it come from the Executive? Was it in pur- 
suance of Executive recommendation? Was it 
beyond or below the Executive estimates; or in the 
third place, did it exceed or fall short in the 
amount appropriated by the bill of the last Congress? 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, would with pleasure 
answer the interrogatories propounded by his co!- 
league. The greater part of the items of appro- 
priation in this bill were. fired and ascertained by 
law. All relating to what was called the civil 
list proper, perhaps every item, was insetted in vir- 
tue of existing laws, and therefore in exact cen- 
formity with the recommendations of the Execu- 
tive Departments. Perhaps he should go f urther, 
and say that other items, in exaet conformity with 
existing laws, were intended to be added to them 
in consequence of communications received from 
the Departments since the estimats were rece.ved. 

In reference to the other inquiry of his colleague, 
whether the gross amount of the appropriations in 
this bill was larger than that in the same bill 
of the last Congress, he had to say that he had 
not compared every item in the one with every 
item in the other. He believed, however, it would 
turn out that the gross amount in this bill was larger 
than that in the bill of the last session, for the 
reason, as his colleague would perceive, that this 
being the long long session of Congress, and the 
other the short session, the amount for the pay 
of the members and the other expenses of the 
two Houses were now nearly double to what they 
then were. 

[Here Mr. Jongs stated the amount for each 
session.] 

It would also be perceived that there were seve- 
ral other items in this bill where the appropria- 
tions exceeded those asked for in the bill pre- 
sented at the last Congress; he would ‘name what 
was asked for, for the various purposes of the land 
offices, growing out of the fact that there was, at the 
last session, a considerable amount of money at 
that service remaining from previous appropria- 
tions. He would mention to his colleague that 
there were several other items not necessary for 
him now to mention, as he could explain them 
more to his satisfaction as they successively came 


up. 

PMr. WISE said that he was not going to dis- 
pute these items now; he had not examined them 
enough to see whether there was any that he 
should dispute. But he wished to call the at- 
tention of his ccnstituents to these facts, as he 
should continue to do for this session. first, that 
the Executive was responsible for this bill; that it 
was in accordance with Executive recommenda- . 
tion, upon Executive reports, and with the Exccu- 
tive’s reasons. 

Mr. JONES ef Virg nia. All of them are not 
by Execative recommendation. 

Mr. WISE. I understand that the committee’ 
has, in some instances, reduced the amounts re- 
commended in the estimates. Is this the fact? 

Mr. JONES of Virginia. It is, sir. 

Mr. WISE.. Let all the facts be recollected as 
we go along, so that there may be no dispute 
hereafter. As his colleague remarked, (Mr. W. 
continued) there were some items, the mest of them 
fixed and a:certained by law; as, for instance, the 
compensations of tte President and heads of De- 
partments, &e. &c. [naming them ard their 
am¢unts;] and there were but few items, therefore, 
which varied from those of the year before. This 
bill was based upon the estimates of the long ses- 
sions bill, and yet there being so few items on 
which a variation of expenditure should be made, 
was it not astonishing that the gross amount shoald 
this year be larger. There was an increase of ex- 
penditure, though a general annunciation of econo- 


my was made in the President’s opening mesage. 
Tue general ed ceptandum appeal on economy and 
reduction of expenditure which had been read by 
every body, was fresh in their minds; and yet, said 
he, when you place ihis Administeation on its de- 
tails, you will find out the last appropriation bill, as 
it has been with the others before it, is larger than 
the one of the yearbefore. Unless some gentlemen 
of the Opposition should watch these expenditares, 


we shall, said Mr. W. be going on increasing and | 


increasing eur expenditures, and you and |, sir, 
will be arraigned before our constituents for it. 
He averred here now, what he had averred at 
home, that the Executive ofthis coantry is respon- 
sible for every dollar that has been appropriated 
for the last seven years. [Here follows a sentence 
or two, which was not heard by the Reporter.] 

In the next place, the Admin:stration had not, in 
their general reports and general messages, gone as 
far as they had afterwards gone every session of 
Congress, in their secret and particular recommen- 
datiuns to the committees. They had had, in the 
Committee of Naval Affairs, one estimate intended 
for the public eye, and another for the committee 
room. He did not charge that sach was the fact 
now, This, be undersieod from his colleague, had 
been open and above board, and that the commit- 
tee had cut down the larger estimates themselves. 
Again, he averred that not a solitary important ap- 
propriation, for seven years past, had been made 
by the two Houses of Congress which the Execn- 
tive could not have arrested. Show me, said he, 
the solitary item of extravagant appropriation that’ 
the Executive has vetoed, except some internal im- 
provement appropriations vetoed by G.n. Jackson. 
1 shall, continued Mr. W. parsve this subject, 
calling the attention of the country to it, item by 
item, and show that we are exceeding the expendi- 
tures of the last year even while the P-esident’s 
message is calling out for economy. Yon may, 
said he, redace fifteen millions, and then knock it 
down to the standard of the war expenses of James 
Madison’s administration. Mr. W. in conclusion 
said he had accomplished his object, and he as- 
sured his colleague [Mr. Jones] that he would as- 
sist him in endeavoring to get his bill along as fast 
a: possible. 

Mr. CUSHING desired to add two or three re- 
marks, in addition to what had been said by the 
gentieman from Virginia, (Mr. Wisz,] ia all of 
which he entirely concurred. In order that there 
m'ght not be any fature question with regard to the 
appropriations in this till, or any other, and that 
the Administration might not endeavor to shift the 
responsibility off its own shoulders, and throw it 
on Congress, he desired to make some addition to 
the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia, and, 
ttin perpelwam rei memoriam,” state what was his 
understanding of the subject. If what he should 
say was incotrect—if it involved any imputation 
on the Committee of Ways and Means—then they 
were to disavow any inferences which he might pat 
upon th’s bill. This was a bil proposing an ap- 
propriation of millions—he did not know how 
many—and these millions were subdivided into a 
great number of items. It would be a serious task 
to pick ont all thes? various items, and reconcile 
them with the estimates of the Secretary of the 
Treasury; and in order that a gentleman might do 
it to his own satisfaction, he must have some litte 
knowledge of the de ails of the business of the 
Treasury. In addition to this we have, said Mr. 
C. been told that the committee have varied from 
the estimates in various respects—ia hew many ihe 
chairman did not te!l them. But it appeared that 
the committee reduced some of the items, and ang- 
mented others. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia. No, sir, not aug- 
mented. ‘ 

Mr. CUSHING, es to augmentation, asked if 
there were not amendments to be proposed contain- 
ing new appropriations. 

‘ Mr. JONES of Virginia replied in the affirma- 
ive. 

Mr. CUSHING. Iask if these new amend- 
ments appear in the estimates of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. i 

Mr. JONES of Virginia. Notin the estimates, 
but from additional information received by the 
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committee from the Depariments since, the esti- 
mates were furnished. The amounts are not large, 
and fam ready to furnish the gentleman with a!l 
the information in ‘regard to them. These esti- 
mates came in, as he before remarked, some time 
after the others had been received, and, therefore, 
were not prin‘ed with them. He wished to have 
them printed for the information of the House. 

Mr. CUSHING continued. There were then 
additional estimates to be moved, and which the 
gentleman tendered for the purpose of hav ng them 
printed. He desired that they might be printed so 
that they might be able to trace all the appropria- 
tions in this bill. It would give them additional 
means of c»mparison between the bill as it should 
pas“, and the recommendations of the Executive. 
But there would be additional difficulty in going 
through all these items to ascertain whether Con- 
gress or the Executive should be responsible for 
them. He did not wish to encounter this labor. 
He held it to be unnecessary. He held that 
the Committee of Ways and Means were 
the representatives of the Treasury Depart- 
ment on that floor; and, therefore, ali they pro- 
posed was to be considered as coming frem that 
source. He held that the Committee of Ways and 
Means, a majority of them being of the party of 
the Administration, presented the views and wishes 
of the Administra‘ion, in whatever appropriation 
they asked for. He took this ground with a view 
of preventing any mistake or erroneous application 
hereafter of responsibility for appropriations found- 
ed on the recommendations of the Executive. He 
entirely agreed with the gentleman from Virsinia, 
that they had a right to hold the Administration re- 
sponsibie for all the appropriations. 

But there was another view of the subject, not 
in connection with party considerations. It might 
very naturally happen, in the present state of 
things, when, in the teginning of the se:sion, the 
Executive come comes cut with a preachment on 
economy, wih exhortations against extravagance, 


that some necessities for expenditures should arise, | 
Now, whe- | 
ther it was right or not for the Executive to exhort i 
Congress to be economical, when he had the right | 


-after the estimates had been sent m. 


to make economy himself—when Congress had not 
the final control of the expendi'ures—when, owing 
to the relations bet veen tue party members of this 
Hovse and the chief of the Administration, there 
would be some sympathy felt for his wishes—he 
would not pretend to say. But whether or not that 
was a matter of propriety en the part of the Ex- 
ecutive, was not of much consideration. But 
he would say that the exigencies of the country, 
the public defences—objects of the highest utility, 
just and proper in all respects—m ght require ex- 
penditures, which it might be that the Executive 
had omitted to recommend, with a view of carry- 
ing out this 111 considered economy, which he had 
urged in his opening message. 

In, this view of the subject, though he did not de- 
sire to go beyond the estimates, yet he would con- 
sider it the duty of Congress to make such appro- 
priations, and he was prepared to vote for them. 
He held the Executive responsible for the condition 
of the country; and if he bad neglected to recom- 
mend such appropriations as were necessary for the 
objects he had alluded t0, he considered it a more 
momentous breach of duty, and more deserving of 
censure, than if he bad been guilty of extrevagance. 
He held that the Administration was placed in this 
alternative—that it must hang on one horn of the 
dilemma. Either it neglects to recommend reces- 
sary appropriations, to make party. capital, or, 
{reading under foot these professions of economy 
made in the message, disdaining this game of brag, 
of not who shall best govern the country, but who 


shall cheapest govern the country; and if such is to - 


be the course of our administrators, we had_ better 
at once let the Government cut to the lowest bidder. 
He would say no more on these professions of 
impracticable eccnomy, for the mere purpose of 
gaining political capital. He held that the Admi- 
nistration which did it, did a worse act than sub- 
jecting i'self to the charge of extravagance, for it 
must subject itself to one or the other of the two 
charges, and he would prefer that it should subject 
itself to the latter. If the Administration saw fit to 


815 
neglect its duty for the purpose of throwing off 
responsibility, he, as a member of Congress, would 
not follow its example, and he felt bound to vote 
for those appropriations necessary for the defence 
of the country. ; 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he apprehended 
that he and the gentleman from Massachusetts: 
were not likely to disagree very much as to the 
course necessary to pursue in the investigations 
that were necessary in order to ascertain the prin- 
ciples on which both these important bills de- 
pended. Both of the gentlemen who had addressed 
the House, desired to secure strict accountability” 
on the part of the Executive officers. Allow me. 
to say, continued Mr. J. that I entertain the same 
views, and that, in order to accomplish them, the 


: gentleman shall have my hearty co operation; and 


further, if gentlemen would only put their fingers 
on an item of appropriation that was like extrava- 
gance, he thought he should he able to satisfy them 
of the error into which they had fallen. This ge- 
neral mode of attack, by way of assailing every 
thing in the gross, and particularizing nothing, was 
one of those arguments which it was impossible to’ 
meet. It was like a shot thrown into a whole 
covey, where it would be impossible to see how 
any one point cou'd be defended. He did not un- 
derstand the gentleman as objecting to any one 
particular proposition, though he desired a strict 
accountability on the part ot the Executive, and so 
did he. He knew of no professions of ad eaptan- 
dum economy that had been made by the Executive, 
and he saw no reason to doubt the sincerity of the 
recommendations in the message. 

After some further remarks from Mr. WISE, 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky asked the chairman 
of the committee if there was any reduction in any 
of the items, except pensions and internal improve- 
ment. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said that the estimates 
for the Indian Department were vastly reduced be- 
low those of former ses:ions, because many of the 
occasions which required expenditures to-be made, 
had ceased, and therefore, the aggregate would not 
be so large. 

Mr. WHITE merely wished to call the atten-" 
tion of the chairman to the fact that, with the ex~ 
ception of the items he had mentioned, the aggre- 
gate of the appropriations in this bill exceeded that 
of the last year. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he was aware that 
wherever a reduction should fall, there would be no 
credit given for it, though the Administration was 
sure to be censured for an increase of expenditare, 
without any allowance being made for the neces- 
sity of it. Honorable gent'emen politically opposed 
to the Administration, used with advantage every 
item which had a tendency to ran the aggregate of 
expenditures up; and when that item was reduced, 
they used it with the same effect to show that no 
credit was due for the aggregate being lower. For 
instance, when the pensions were larger than now, 
it was drawn into the general aggregate to swell 
the amount appropriated, and to charge extrava- 
gance upon the Administration. It was in vain for 
us to urge that this was an extra affair, a reward 
for the old soldiers of the Revolution, who were 
daily dropping off, and tbat it would gradually be 
discontinued. So. also, with regard to the appro- 
pria:ions for the Florida war, which were in like 
manner drawn into the general aggregate, and 
charged as extravagance upon the Admir:station. 
It was said here. your Administration has expended 
five millions more than the last year; and it was in 
vain to answer that this money was expended for 
the purpose of protecting your women and chil- 
dren fiom the tomahawk and scalping knife of the 
Seminole. This little book (helding up the esti- 
mates) has been referred to again and again to l 
show the extravagance of the Administration, while 
those who maze the charge do not point out any 
particular item which comes within that designa- 
tion. Now (said Mr. J.) alt I want is to hold gen- 
Jemen up to their own figures and arguments. 
they charge extravagance when particular items o 
expenditure are large, let them give credit when 
those items are reduced—let them cancel thé debit 
by entering the eredit. But his colleague said a 
it had been the practice tọ present one estimate for 
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the public eye and another for the committee 
rooms. To this he could only answer that, if 
there had been such practice, it never was within 
his knowledge. 

Mr. WISE hoped that his colleague did not in- 
tend to misrepresent him. 
we have general estimates and general reports 


| 
| 


What he said was, that , 


which are printed and published, and that then, . 


during the sessions of the committees, we had other 
estimates coming in, which are not published and 
priated. 
mittee had had some such this winter, and that 
they had not been printed. 


| 


: the 
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ple in relaticn thereto. He contended that the 
charge that Congress was responsibie was not well 
founded, but that the odium, if any, attached 
to the Executive. The Executive had been in 


habit of sending in estimates, which 
went forth to the-country in the annual documents, 


` and were extensively circulated; but subsequent- 


ly application would be secretly made to the Com- 


` mittee of Ways and Means to place in the appro- 


Now his colleague admitted that the com- | 


Mr. JONES said he understood his collcagne, at : 


first, to say there was one estimate intended for 
the public eye, and another sccret cne for the com- 
mittees. 
ditional estimates were sent in after the general 
list at the commencement of the session. 

Mr. WISE said he would state a fact, cn his 
own responsibility; and that was that he had known 
a high officer of the Government, in the time when 
we apprehended a French war, to make a vertal 
call for a larger appropriation than he dare call 
for in writing. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia did not believe that the 
remarks of his colleague was calculated to be pre- 
jadicial to the Administration, The warm manner 
of his colleague was calculated to make an im- 
pression that there was something wrong, and they 
would have had that effect, if it had not been for 
the explanation he had afierwards given; for he 
admitted in it that it would be necessary for the 
Departments to send in additional estimates, after 
the commencement of the sessicn. There was no 


He now understood him to say that ad- ` 


` fulfil Indian treaties; objects for which the proper 


` and indispensably necessary. The same curse 
` A trea y, which had just been ratified py the Se- 
' estimates, must have been aware would, in all 
. four hundred thousand doliars to fulfil. 


| would necessarily swell the aggregate of appropri- 
+ ations. 


` ations,) and contended that they grew out of the 
| bad management of the Executive, or the agents of 


man who had any knowledge of the business of i 


the Departments, but must be aware that this 
could not be avoided. An injury done to one of 
the fortifications, after the meeting of Congress, 
and after the estimates have been sent in, makes 
it necessary for the Secretary of War to come for- 
ward, and ask for an additional appropriation to 
repair that injury. This was a sample of the com- 
munications which his colleague spoke of as secret, 
and not intended for the public eye. Sir, (said Mr. 
J.) I have nothing to conceal from the public eye. 
He desired that every thing should be laid open, 
and such was the desire of the Executive. The 
honorab'e gent'emen from Massachaseits spoke of 
it as something very remarkable, that ths impor- 
tant bill was not accompanie1 by reports explain- 
ing every item. Now when it was known to the 
gentleman that this committee was allowed but 
thirty days from the commencement of the ses- 
sion to report every one of the appropriation bills 
in; and when he bore in mind, that owing to tie 
length of time that elapsed tefore the committees 
were appointed, that at this session they bad but 
twenty days to perform that duty in, he would ad; 
mit that they had more than should be imposed on 
them within that limited space. But why call on 
the committee to explain every item in this bili? 
Had not the gentleman every pariicle of informa- 
tion which the members of the committee had? 
Could he point toa sing'e aveuue of information 
which was not as accessible to him as to the com- 
mittee. If he would take up the documents of the 
House for this and the last se:sicn, he would have 


all the information that was necessary to grable ' 


him to arrive at a correct result. Unless the gen- 
teman designed that others should perform this 
work for him, he woald rot cail on the members 
of the commitiee for it. 
man’s ability and great industry, and that he was 


evcry day capable of obtaining all the inferma- . 


tion he desired. Mr. J. did not desire to detaia 


the committee, and therefore would say nothing | 


further until some gentieman rendered it necessary 
for him to do so. 
Mr. BELL adverted to the past practice in rela- 


tion to the estimates; and cailed the attention of | 


the chairman of Ways and Means to a certain do- 
cument, officially reporied to the House at a pre- 
vious session, in which was contrasted the amount 
called for in those estimates, with the amoant actu- 
ally appropriated by Congress, with a view to 
show that the responsibility of the excess above the 
estimates was attempted to be thrown upon Con- 
press, by practising a kind of fraud upon the peo- 


Mr. J. knew t-e gentle- — 


| es and on paper, that every thing in this war has 


| guments go forth to the country for what they 


priation bills items omitted from the estimates, whe- 
ther by design or nct he was not prepared to say, 


| but it leoked very much like it from the facts of the 
. case—items which when aggregated would swell the 


appropria‘ions to mi'lions beyond the estimates. In 
proof that the Executive had two sets of estimates, he 
as-eried that in some instances they were reported 
to Congress, and from which were omitted even the 
sums necessary to carry on the Florida war, and to 


departments knew appropriations were absolutely 
had been pursued this session, to a certain extent, 
nate, and which the Executive, when he sent in the 


probability, be ratified, wouid need some three or 
This 


Yet no mention was made of the protabi- 
lity of this amount being needed, and would be 
hereafter charged upon Congress. Mr. B. before 
concluding bis remarks, adverted to the Indian 
wars, (which had contributed to sweil the appropri- | 


the Government under his control. 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, ot served that it must 
be perfectly apparent to every member of the com- 
mittee, that in the remarks he submitted a few mo- 
ments ago, he intended to apply them to what had 
transpired at the present ses-ion of Congress, and 
did not intend to go beyond it. He kuew very 
well, that he would have enough on bis hands, 
without going beyond the range of his duty, and 
referring to the transactions of the Administration, 
for the jast four or five years—to the documents 
of which, the gentieman wished him to go back te. 
Now if there had been any fraud practised, he was 
very sure that they would not have escaped the ob- | 
servation of the honorable gentleman; and that he 
would not have been backward in making the pub- 
lic acqiainted with them. All he had now to say, 
was, that he had seen nothing on the part of the 
Executive, which showed a desire to conceal any 
thing from the Legislature, or from the people. 
But the honorable gentleman had gone back to 
show that the President was censurable fur the 
manner in which he carried on the Florida war. 
We all know, said Mr. J., how easy it isto find 
fault, and the gentlemen can prove, in their speech- 


been conducted wrong, and that the President is 
litle better than a fool, while cur abiest generals 
know rothing about miiitary affairs. Letsuch ar- 


are worth, and the people will know how to put the 
right construction upou them. 

Mr. BIDDLE did not feel inclined, and perhaps | 
was not physically able at this moment to follow 
the somewhat erratic course of this deba'e. He | 
merely r se tosay a werd as to the degree of we'ght | 
that should be attached to these bilis, from havirg 
seen reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. In most ces the items were found in 
the estimates from tke Departments, which kad 
been embodied in the report of the Secretary of | 
Treasury, and were referred to in the boast of the | 
Presideni’s message about the saving cf five mil- 
lions as compared with last year. Other items had 
been presented irom the Deparsments which were 
not iu those estimates. Mr. B. had taken a stand 
at the outset, that he would res‘st the introduction 
of such items, unless an exp'anation was given 
why they had been dripped in the estimates laid 
before the President. The committe had de- 
clined to go the length of this principle, but had, 
he belie.ed, generaily required the sanction of a 
department, and repudiated that of surborcinates, 
who had been, in the first instance, put forward, The 


ee supplemental iter 


_Yesujt would be, 


that for the supplemental items 
thus introduced, there was no tangible enduring 
responsibi'ity; the application from the Depart- 
ments were fugitive, and would be forgotten; and 
the expenditure, even for aa additional clerk, as it 
appeared in the statute book, wouldseem the act of 
this body, in defiance of the President's anxious 
injunctions. Mr. B. said the honorable chairman 
[Mr. Jones] krew, and would, of course, in the 
progress of the bills, point out such items. They 
wantto be watched with jealousy. He believed 
that items of magnitude of this description, would 
come rather from other commitiees than thatof Ways 
and Means, which he was bound to say, had been 
vigilant and scruputous. Mr. B. would not be 
understood as saying that he would vote for 
nothing but what was in the President’s estimates. 
Far from it. But with regard to matters pressed 
slyly by the Department, after a general statement 
had been got up for the public eye, he would hold 
them to a rigid explanation. 

Mr. HUBBARD r:marked: Mr. CHAIRMAN, I 
am a new member, and shall not go over the ground 
so much debated here to-day, as to who has been 
most to blame for extravagance in expending pub- 
lic money during furmer sessicns of Congress; 
whether it be the present and former Fresideat, or 
Congress. 

I shall endeavor to confine myself to the ques- 
tion now under debate; and upon this subject I 
have to state, that so far as I can judge, from what 
I have witnessed, the most talenied cpponents of 
the Administration bave not treated the President 
fairly on this ques‘ion of expenditure of pubiic mo- 
ney. In my opinion, an oppcsition to an Adminis- 
tration, on the ground of extravagante, should be 
able to point out what items of appropriations for 
the public service are too high. If tbere be such, I 
call upon the talented gentlemen now d-nouccing 
the President in general terms for wasting public 
money, to point out the item that is tco high, and I 
will go with them. They will always find me 
among those who vole the leart sum which will 
carry on the Government. If they cannot point 
out some particular item, it dues seem to me that it 
is unfair to make general objections against the 
President, and by that means make the people dis- 
satisfied with the administration of the Govern- 
mnt of their choice, by so mech clamor against 
bills that gentlemen, after ail of their com- 
plaining, themselves vote for. Do they expect 


| they can excuse themselves to their consiituents 


after voting for such appropriations, by endeavor- 
ing to shift the blame from themselves to the Pre- 
siden? They cannot do it, sir. The people will 
require voling against as Well as speaking against 
appropriations, of which complaint is made to them. 

I have, Mr. Chairman, witnessed, on the, part 
of the most talented gentlemen of the Opposition in. 
this House, a method of altacking the President, 
which sems lo me vety unusual and unstatesman- 
like. It is th's: whilst complaining of the Presi- 
dent for his extravagance, and making the great- 
est professions of economy themselves, yet wher- 
ever the President has failed to make a call upon 
us for money for any object of expen.e to which 
our money has heretofore been appliel, these gen- 
tlemen have attacked him in the most violent man- 
ner for rot including that particular object in his 
estimates for the j ear. 

G. nilemen know, cr ought to know, that when- 
ever the Government begins io wi:hhold public 
money fiom interests or section. cf country accus- 
tomed to receive it, thu th: vers act of withheld. 
ing money from that section or in erest mus! neces- 
sarily, of itself, inate and disp-ease the pecple ro 
disappointed. 

Now itdoes seem to me that if these rr duc‘ions 
in the estimates are proper, a statesman or patriot 
would rather desire so sooth and quiet the people 
so disappointed, by making them acquainted with 
the true condition ef the whole country, and the 
impoverished situation of the Treasury. But 
if these reductions are not proper, then it 
appears to me that, as statesmen and patiicts, 
they should show that the conntry required an tn 
laiged expenditure, and support it with their votes. 
But it does appear to me that this methcd of de- 
nouncing the President for expenditures for which 


we vote ourselves; or denouncing him for not call- 
tng upon us for money which we curselves are not 
willing to raise by our votes, is more like a mere | 
partisan warfare than patriotic statesmanlike op- | 


position. : 
These, sir, are my views upon the question of | 
expenditures. I know that I am, under the Con- 


stitution, responsib!e to my consituents for the mo- 
ney l vote away; and I will not a'temp' to shift 
that respensibility upen the President; hor can 
any member here excuse himself for voting away 
the public money on the ground that the Presi- 
dent is extravagant. He can use or expend no pub- 
tic money, unless we here vote it for him, aad re- 
qnire him to os? it; and I now tell gentlemen ofall | 
parties who themselves are disposed to cut down 
this appropriation bill, that they will find me with 
them up.n every atiempt to lop off needless expen- 
ditares. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said he was glad to hear 
such professions of economy from the other side of 
the House. He assured gent'emen that he would 
co-operate with them in the great work of econo- 
my, about which they now seemel so solicitous. 
Jf the result shail prove a little practice, as well as 
profession, on their part, he (Mr. V.) would under- 
take to prophesy, that the revenues of the year 
would still be equal to its expenditures; partica- 
tarly if we should pass a declaratory law, accord- 
ing to the propos tion of the Committee on Manu- , 
factures, to guard azainst the frauds and evasions |; 
in your revenue laws, which were so constantly oc- || 
corring. The gen‘teman from Maine (Mr. Evans] |: 
had, a few days ago, toid us that the Secretary of || 
the Treasory had given us too flattering a view of © 
the finances; that there was a permanent deficit; 
that in asking foer the power to issne Treasnry 
notes, he asked for nothing but palliatives; and 
that the Secretary was deceived, if he entertained 
the idea that, with the aid of five millions of Trea- 
sory notes, he would be able to get through the 
year, Notwithstanding the confident assertions of ` 
the gentleman, he (Mr. V.) entertained a confident 
hope that the Secretary would be able to get through 
the year without further aid, if you promp'ly passed 
the above declaratory law, and took care, in your 
appropriations, not to exczed the estimates. He 
had heard some strange doctrines to-day; doctrines 
that seemed to him (Mr. V.) to contlict directly 
with sentiments which their authors had so oftea 
reiterated here. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Waise] says he holds the Executive responsible for 
every appropriation made by Congress within the 
last seven years. How did the gentleman expect 
the Executive to arrest the legislation of Congress 
in regard to appropriations? Was it by means of 
the veto power? 

(Mr. Wise responded: “No, not by the veto.”] 

Then, said Mr. Vanperrost, I wish the gentle- 
man would define the means which he expects the 
Coa to use to prevent improper legislation 
by us “. 

{Mr. Wise said it was a certain indefinable power, 
which no one understood better than bis friend from 
New York. It wasa look, or a hint, or a shake of © 
the head, by the President. This was all that was 
necessary to deter his faithful supporters in this 
House from voting for any measure.] 

Mr. Vanorrporz said he was astenished to hear | 
such a doctiine as this from the gentleman from 
Virginia. For more than six years has that gen- 
tleman, and the “indefinable” party with which he 
has acted, most indignantly declaimed against the 
alarming increase of Execu‘ive power; this has 
been the burden of his never ending complaints;. 
and now, forsooth, he holds the President blame- 
worthy, because he will net transcend his own | 
constitutional functions, and dictate directly to : 
members of Congress, in regard to matters that 
come clearly within their constitution! province. 
Was it not very strange that the gentleman should, 
so suddenly, change his tune? For years has Ex- 
ecutive encroachment, real or imaginary, been with 
that gentleman the a'arming political sin of the 
times; and now, behold, it suits his purpose | 
to attach blame to the President, bceause he has | 

not practically encroached far enough on the juris- | 
diction of Congress. He, Mr. V, was not prepared j 
to hear such a doctrine—such q ground of blame | 


| 
l 
| 
| 


; priations. 


: league’s bill should pass, it would serve to create a 
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against the President from that quarter. He could 
now, however, he hoped, congratulate the country 
that the frightful bugbear of Execative influence 
had at least disappearet; for the leader of the Op- 
position had told the House that the President was : 
culpab'e, because he had not more efficiently ex- 
erted that influence. 

Mr. V. said te was nota little surprised at the 
positions assumed by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Cusine} He tells us that he 
would hold the President responsible, not only fer 
al! appropriations made by Congress, but he would 
also hold him responsibie for the omission of Con- 
gress te make necessary appropriations, if they 
were act included in the estimates. The Presi- 
dent, then, is to be blamed if Congress appropri- 
ate tco much; and the President is to be equally 
blamed, if Congress appropriate too litle. Ht 
seems that there is no possible way of shielding the 
President from censure, unless Congress adopt 
the very exact médiam which accords with justice 
and propriety. This is certainly placing the Presi- 
dent in a preity difficult position. Such doctrines | 
at this late day seemed to him, Mr. V. to militate 
very much against all the arguments and denun- 
ciations he had, for the last several years, heard 
against undue Executive influence. It was a little 
singular that the gentleman from Massachusetts | 
should venture to hold the President so strictly | 
responsible for al the appropriations made 
by Congress, when we considered what 
that gentleman had done here within the 
last four days. That gentleman had recent- 
ly, asa member of the Commitee of Foreign 
Affairs, reported a bill to appropriate five millions 
of dollars to indemnify a class of claimants for spo- 
liations ccmmitted by France anterior to 1800. 
Now if it should so happen that his bill should be- 
come a law,some four or five years hence, when 
gentlemen cfthe Oppusition shall hold up in fright- 


., fulcolors the appalling aggregate of the expendi- 


tures of this Government, they will take good care 
not to admit or state that, with this large item of 
five millions, the Executive had no connec- ` 
tion; and yet, according tothe arguments of the 
two gentlemen who had preceded him, the Presi- 
deut ought to be héld responsible for such appro- 
And it was of this that he, Mr. V. 
complained. When gentlemen talked about, or 
denounced, the expenditures of a pirticular year, 
they contented themselves with the aggregate: 
never troubled themselves with particulars, for if 
they did so, they would show that their own vo'es 
were ins'rumenial in swelling up these agzregates. 
We do charge, sir, that the larg: expenditures of 
late years are mainly attributable to Congress, and | 
not to tie President. This very year, a proposi- 
tion has come from one or two of my colleagues, 
(Messrs. Marvin and Bernarp,] to appropriate a 
very formidable sum for the improvemenis of 
rivers and harbors; appropriations for objects of | 
i 


this descripticn were not included in the estimates 


sent here by the Departments. Still, if his ¢ol- 


new text for homilies some two or three years 
hence, upon the extravaganc2 of this Adminisira- , 
tion. i 

Some five years ago, we passed a bill tə increase © 
the compensation of the officers of the navy; for © 
which he (Mr. V.) voted; but the most formidable | 
opposition it encountered, was from the friends of | 
the Administ-ation here. This had swelled the | 
naval expenditures very considerably; yet gentle- | 
men, when they denounced any increase, would 
not tell us that they voted for a measure, which essen- 
tially contributed to such increase. Confine your- 
selves, then, to the estimates; and, my word for it, 
you willnothaveso mnch occasion in future times 
to complain of the extravagance of 1840. 

After some remarks from Mr. GRAVES, 

On motion of Mr. DUNCAN, 

The committee rose, and 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, | 

Frinay, April 10, 1840. i 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the credentials of 
the Hon. ROBERT J. WALKER, elected by the 
Legislature of the State of Mississippi a Senator in | 


the Congress of the United States for the term of 
six years from the 4th of March, 1841; which were 
read, and ordered to be printed. 2 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition of citizens 
of Lowndes coun'y, Mississippi, praying for the 
enactment of & general bankrupt law: 

Mr. W. said he would take this opportunity to 
state that he was in favor of the passage of a gene- 
ral bankrupt law, if corporations, and especially 
banks—which are now setting up as a kind of sub- 
monarchies in the land—-were embraced in its pro- 
visions. ; i 

The pelition was referred to the Committee on 
the Jud- ciary. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of John Scar- 
borough and Nancy his wife, of the State of Mis- 
sissippi, stating that they are the parents of twenty 
living children, praying a donation of Jand; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Publie Lands. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of citizens 
and members of the bar, praying the removal of 
the cireuit court of the United States to Vicksburg; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Jad:- 
ciary. , 

Mr. W. aiso presented the petition of William 
H. Smith, of Miss:ssippi, praying the confirmation 
of his title to a-tract of iland; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. P 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of Griffin 
Ross; , S eer 

The petition of Thomas H. Ross; 

The petition of Seth Ross; 

The petition of George Reed; 

The petition of Isaiah Gates; 

The petition of A. Hollands; and 

The petition of J. W. Currys; — ; 
all of Mississippi, praying a pre-emption to certain 
designated tracis of land; which were re“erred to the 
Committee on the Publie Lands. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented documents in relation 
to theclaim of James H. Relfe; which were referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DAVIS, in behalf of his colleague, [Mr: 
Wensster,] presented 4 document in teldtion to 
the drawback of duties on refined sugars; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of Lewis 
L. Harper, praying a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut presented the peti- 
tion of a number of citizens of the State of Con- 
necticut, praying a reduction of the postage on let: 
ters; which was referred to the Committee oft thé 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WALL submitted additional documents in 
the case of Thomas L. Winthrop, and others, di- 
rectors of the New England Mississippi Lard 
Company. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of Tuckerton, N. J. remonstrating 
against the establishment of a certain mail route; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


FRONTIER DEFENCES. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a preamble and joint 
resolutions of the Legislature of Michigan, con- 
cerning the military protection of the frontier of 
that State. While up, he would take the occasion 
to express his profound surprise at the opinion èx- 
pressed by General Scott, in the communication 
lately made by him to the War Department, in re- 
Jation to the British military preparations on the 
northern frontier—that he regarded all forts and 
barracks built on that frontier as of little or no mi- 
litary value to either of the parties, in the event of 
a new war between the United States and Great 
Britain. He declares that from Cornwall, which 
is on the St. Lawrence, along the whole frontier 
line of Upper Canada, extending, as it does, seve- 
ral hundred miles all the way up to Lake Supe- 
rior, such structures are of no military va- 
lue. Uninformed as he was ia military science, 
he must nevertheless say that the “fixed opi- 
nion” of the gallant General was at war 
with all the notions which he had derived from 
history or observation upon such subjects. He 
had been in the habit of regarding the military 8 
tainments, courage, and skill of that disan aE tusk 
officer, with great respect; but it was certain [at 
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his views did not correspond with the opinions of 
the people along the whols line of northern fron- 
tier. ney did think military works of great 
importance, both to accomodate the troops, and to 
defend the country. They could not see how such 
works could be dispensed with one side, when they 
had been coastracted, and were in a course ofcon- 
strection, on the other: side. He did not believe 
with the General, that the British military prepa- 
rations at any point were made, and making, 
solely to protect the neighborhood “from refugee in- 
eendiaries from our side.” With the views which 
he entertained upon this subject, he must be per- 
mitted to ask the special attention of the Military 
Committee to the works already existing, as well 
asto those required for our defence, on that fron- 
tier. And he would move the reterence of the 
resolations, together with a letter from the Gover- 
nor of Michigan, to that committee, and farther 
that they should be printed for the use of the Se- 
Rate. 

The reference and printing were ordered. 

Mr. N. also presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of citizens of Berrien county, Michigan, pray- 
ing the passage of a general bankrupt law; which 
‘was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. N. also presented the memorial of the Lake 
Superior Fishing and Mining Company of the 
State of Michigan, praying to be allowed the right 
of working the mineral lands belonging to the United 
S ates along the sonthern shore of Lake Superior, 
in the said State; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


preamble and resolutions of the Legislatare of the 

State of Indiana, which were read: 

A PREAMBLE AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS IN RELA- 
TO THE NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 


Whereas, The General Assembly of the State of 


| 


this General Assembly the following resolutions, . 


to wit: “Whereas, by the Declaration of Inde- 

nce on the fourth of July, seventeen hun- 
dred and seventy-six, the United States of Ame- 
Tica became a sovereign and independent pation, 
with fall power over the territory within her 
limits; ana whereas, at the treaty of seventeen 
hundred and eighty-three, between the United 
States of America and Great Britain, the North- 
ern and Northeastern boundaries between the 
two Governments were fairly designated and dis- 
tinctly described; and whereas the said British 
Goveinment has since set up claims to a part of 
the territory of these States, and now lying with- 
in the State of Maine; and whereas the subjects 
of tbe British Crown have recently invaded and 
trespassed upon the territory of the Siate of 
Maine, and within the limits of this Confede- 
yaey; and destroyed the property belonging to the 
State: Therefore, Be it resolved by the General 
Assembly of the State of Ohio, That we view 
with united approbation the prompt and ener- 
getic action of the aathorities of Maine, to pro- 
tect the rights and honor not only of their own 


State, but of the whole Union: Resolved, That . 


the act of Congress conferring upon the Presi- 
dent of the United States ample power and 
means to protect this mation from foreign inva- 
sion, has oar fall and most hearty assent: Re- 
solved, That while we highly approve the efforts 
made by the President of the United States, to 


avert from this coun'ry the calamities of war, — 


and earnestly hope that they may be, as they 
have been heretofore, successful; yet, : hould a 
collision take place between this Government 


and Great Britain, in the settlement of the pend- . 
ing dispute, Ohio tenders her whole means and ` 


resources to the authorities of this Union, in 
sustaining oar rights and honor: Resolved, 
That the Governor be directed to transmit a 
copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions 


to the President of the United States, and to the | and Heads of Departments, and to the Senators 


Governors of the several States,” March 18, 
1839; 
THEREFORE, Be it resolved by the General Assembly 


of the State of Indiana, That we fully concur in and | 
heartily approve of the above resolutions of the | 


General Assembly of the State of Ohio. 
Resolved, That while we cherish the hope that, 


į 


‘ 


i 
j 
i 
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in the adjustment of the question of our national 
boundary, the integrity of our soil, and the nation- 
al honor, may be preserved inviolate without an ap- 
peal to arms, yet we will ever prefer honorable 
war rather than dishonorable peace. 

Resolved, That, should a collision take p'ace be- 
tween this Government and Great Britain in the 


settlement of the pending dispute, Indiana tenders | 


her whole means and resources to the authorities 
of the Union in sustaining our ~ights and honor. 

Resolved, That the Governor be directed to trans- 
mit a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolu- 
tions to the President of the United States, to each 
of our Senators and Representatives in Congress, 
and to the Governors of the several States. 

The resolntions were laid on the tabie, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Joseph 
Philipson, of Mi-souri, praying the confirmation of 
his title to a tract of land; which was referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the following resolu- 


tions passed by the Legislature of Maine, which | 


were read: 
RESOLVES RELATING TO TIIE NORTHEASTERN 
BOUNDARY. i ; 
Resolved, That the patriotic enthusiasm with 


which several of our sister States, the past year, ` 


tendered us with their aid io repel a threatened fo- 
reizn invasion, demands our grateful recollection; 


and, whilst this spirit of self sacrifice and self de- | 


votion to the national honor, pervades the Union, 


` we cannot doubt that the integrity of our ierritory 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the following | Will be preserved. 


Resolved, That the promptness and unanimity 


= with which the last Congress, at the call of this 


State, placed at the disposal of the President the 
arms and treasures of the nation, for our defence; 
the firmness of the Executive, in sustaining the ac- 


| tion of this State, and repelling the charge of an m- 


Ohio have adopted and caused to be laid before © fraction of the arrangement made with the British | 


Lieutenant Governer in March last, and charging 
back upon the British Government the violation 
of that agreement; their decision, in demanding 
the removal of the British troops now quar‘ered 
upon the disputed territory, as the only guarantee 
that they sincerely desire an amicable adjustment 
of the boundary question; afford us confident as- 
surance that this State will not be compelled single 


banded to take up arms in defence of our territory | 
: and the national honor, and that the crisis is near ' 


when this question will be settled by the National 


: Government, ei her ty {negotiation cr by the ulii- 


mate resort. 

Resolved, That, un'ess the British Government, 
during the precent:ession of Congress, make or ac- 
cept a distinct and satisfactory proposition for the 
immediate adjustment of the boundary question, it 
will be the duty of the General Government to 
take military possession of the disputed territory; 
and, in the name of a sovercign State, we call up- 
on the National Government to fulfil its constitu- 
tional obligations to establish the line wich they 
have solemnly declared to be the true boundary, 
boundary, and to protect this S:ate in extending 
her jurisdicticn tothe utmost limits of our terri- 
tory. 

Resolved, That we have a right to expect the Ge- 
nrral Goveroment will extend to this member of 
the Union, by negotiation or by arms, the protec- 
tion of her territorial rights, guarantied by the Fe- 
d ral compact, and thus save her fiom the neces- 


_ Sity of falling beck rp:n her natura! and reserved 


rights of seif defeace and s-If protection—rights 
which constitu'ions can neither give nor take away; 
but, shon!d this confidence of a speedy crisis be 
disappvinted, it will become the imperative duty of 
Maine to assume the defence of our State and na- 
tional konor, and expe! from our limi's the British 
troops now quartered upon our territory. 


Resolved, That the Governor be requested to for- | 


ward copies of these reso'utiors to the President 


and Representatives in Conzress from this State, 
with a teqne.t to the latter to lay them before the 
respective bodies of which they are members; also, 
to the Governors of the several States, with a re- 
quest to lay them before their several Legislatures. 
The resolutions were referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relation‘, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. R. also presented resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of Maine in opposition to the bill reducing the 
duty on salt, and repealing the fishing bounties, &c. 
which were laid on the table, and ord«red to be 
printed. : . 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of à num- 
ber of citizens of Maumee, in the State of Ohio, 
praying the passage of a general bankrupt law; 
which was referred to the Commitee on the Judi- 


ciary. oe 
Mr. GRUNDY submitted an additional docu- 
ment in relation to the petition of Preston Starrit; 


: which was referred to the Committee on Claims, 


Mr. BENTON, from the Select Committe, 
which was raised to make a legal and documentary 
report on the origin and character of the fishing 
bounties and allowances, submitted a report; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the minority of the same com- 
mittee, made a report upon the same subject; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ANDERSON moved that ten thousand ad- 
ditional copies of these reports be printed for the 
use of the Senate. 

Mr. RUGGLES objected to this motion. He 


` hoped that the usual number would be printed, and 


— 


then if it was deemed to contain matter interesting 
to the public, a motion could be made to print a 
larger number. 

Mr. HUBBARD was g'ad that the Senator from 
Tennessee had made the motion fer the printing of 
an extra number of these reports. The subj: ct of 
which they treated was one of great interest to a 
large portion of New England, and he wished that 
all that could be said on both sides might be ge- 
nerally read. He would therefure vote for the 
motion. 

Mr. ANDERSON said he had one or two rea- 
sons for his motion, wih which he would not have 
troubled the Senate, but for the objections which 
had been urged against it. 

The subject was one of the greatest interest, 
and, as to one branch of it, had already attracted 
the deepest a'ten ion of the public. Inquiry bad 
been awakened in almost every portion of the 
country, an! the mest lively expectation was felt, 
farticularly in the interior and the Far West—and 
coming, as he did, from a State that had an ear- 
nest solicitude upon the subject of the salt tax, and 
being a member of the committee that made the 
report, he thought it his duty, and due to the im- 
portance of the questions involved, to move for the 
printing of an extra number of copics, witha view 
to give to the peeple all the information within our 
power. The two reports now submitted to the Se- 
nate contained the adverse opinions which had long 
prevailed in the country, fully expressed,and present- 
ed a full and complete documentary and legal re» 
view, arranged with accuracy, and embracing the 
statutory provisions from the origin of the subject, 
through its whole progress, !o the present period. 
Thcse statutes had been examined and compared, 
from 1789 onward, and the whole evidence grow- 
ing out of petitions and reports, which had been 
presented to Congress by those who entertained 
conflicting opinions, were put into a condensed 
form, with lucid comments, which shed ample light 
upon the questions, and he had no doubt weuld 
be highly gratifying and greatly useful to the public. 
He trusied that the priating wou'd be ordered: he 
thought it due to the importance of the subject and 
to the people. i 

The question was then taken, on printing the ex- 


‘tra number, and it was ogreed to. 


Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill lo amend an act, approved 
January 18, 1839, entitled an act to amend an act 
entitled an act to require the judge of East and 
West Tennessee to hold acourtat Jackson, in said 
State, approved June 18, 1838, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read, and ordered to second read- 
ing. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the 
Pnblic Lands, to which was referred the bill for the 
relief of James L. Cochran, reported it with an 
amendment. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committe on 
the Public Lands, to which was referred the bill to 
annex a certain tract of land to the Coosa land dis- 


trict, and fur other purposes, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. C. also, from the sams committee, to which 
was referred House bill for the relief of Sutton Sie- 
phens, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to whic was referred the bills from 
the House 

For the relief of James Alexander; 

For the relief of James Brewer; 


For the relief of the representatives of William i 


Williams, seo.; 


A bill granting two townships of land to the l 
Territory of lowa, for the purposes of a univer- 


sity; 
aA bill granting a section of land for scheols in 
&. Clair county, Til; 

A bill to allow further time to Centre College, 
Ky. to seli certain lands; and 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to autho- 
rize the State of Tennessee tofissue grants, and per- 
fect titles, to certain lands therein described, and to 
settle the claims to the vacant and unappropriated 
lands within the same, passed the 18th of April, 
1806; 
reported them severally without amendment. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on the 
Pablic Lands, to which was referred House bill 
granting the right of pre-emption to certain lots in 
the town of Perrysburg, in the State of Ohio, re- 
ported it withoat amendment. 
` Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the following bills from the 
House: 

An act for the relief of Josias Thompson, super- 
intendent of {the Cumberland Road between 
Brownsville and Wheeling; 

An act for the relief of Benjamin C. Roberts; 
reported them severally without amendment, and 
that they ought not to pass. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred House bill for the relief of Garret 


Viiet, reported it without amendment, with a report | 


thereon, which wars ordered to be printed. 
Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the House bill for the relief 


of W. Bailey, survivor of Bailey and Delord, | 


made an adverse report thereon; which was ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which | 
was referred the bill for the relief of John T. | 


Addoms, reported the same with an amendment, and 
a report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the 
settlement of the claims of New Hampshire 
against the United States, reporied the same with- 
out amendment. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. ALLEN asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill to expose to sale all 
the public lands in the State of Ohio, hitherto re- 
served from sale; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported bac’x to the Senate the memorial 
from certain officers of the engineer corps, remon- 
steating against the passage of the bill for the equa- 
lization of the pay and allowances of the officers of 
the line and staff of the army, and moved that it be 
printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. P. also, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was recommitted the bill autho- 
tizing the President to raise 1500 mento serve in 
the Plorida war, reported the same withan amend- 
ment, (to strike out“ marine corps” wherever it 
occurred in the bill;) which was agreed to; and the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 


The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 
The bill to revive the act entitled “An act to ena- 
ble claimants of land within the limits of Missouri 
and the Territery of Arkansas to institute proceed- 
ings to try the validity of their claims,” approved 
the twenty-sixth day of May, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-four, and an act amending the same, and 
extending the provisions of said acts to claimants 
to. land within the State of Louisiana and Missis- 
“ppi, being taken rp as in Committee of the 
Whole, wes discussed at length by Messrs. GRUN- 
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DY, BENTON, HENDERSON, LINN, and 
CLAY of Kentucky, when, on motion by Mr. 
BENTON, it was postponed unii! Monday next. 
On motion, . 
The Senate adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Faipay, April 10th, 1840. i 
The SPEAKER announced that thd first bugi- 
ness in order was the resolution reportal from. the 
Committee on Pablic Expenditures by ithe gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Bricas;] and it was 

read as fol‘ows, viz: gc. de 
Resolved, That the daties originally atefgned to 


' the Committee of Pablic Expenditures, by the rules 


i of the House, having since been transferred to oth- | 
"| er committees, and the said Commitee of Public | 
Expenditures having no duties to perform, that the | 


Tule for its appointment be abolished. 

Mr. CUSHING argued at some length in oppo- 
sition to the resolution. He adverted to the politi- 
cal character of the committees at previous ses- 
sions of Congress; the pecutiar construction of 
which had rendered them powerless. The Sprax- 
ER of the two last Congresses’ had been elected on 
party grounds; and the committees had been or- 
ganized tothe same end. But now the case was 
different—the present Speaker, when he was in- 
stalled into office, in his remarks made upon that 
occasion, said that the committees to investigate 
the various departments of the Government should 
be appointed without regard to personal or party 
considerations; and in the appointment of these 
committees, Mr. C. was oiopinion that the Speax- 
ER had removed the objections of party organiza- 
tion. He has entirely removed that difficulty, and 
has appointed gentlemen conspicuous for their 


| talent, and who are industrious and well acquaint- 
| ed with the manner of pursuing investigations. 


A 
majority on the committees are decided opponents 
of the Administration; and there was the power to 
investigate ad libitum. Now, when we have this 
power, it is proposed to abolish the committee. 
Because there had been neglect heretofore, or that 
the commit'ee had been rendered powerless by its 
peculiar organization, was no argument that this 
committee should now be abolished. As the com- 
mittee on the Departments are now organized, there 


| was the power to investigate; and the investigation 


conld be made effective. He contended that the 
general powers of this committee had not been 
transferred or annulled, and went into an argu- 
ment to prove that fact. The committees, 
as he before said, consisted of gentlemen who 
had the habit and taste, and could make efficient 
investigation, and denied that they coald be excused 
before the country, unless their powers had been 
abridged by transfer to oiher committees. He de- 
nied that there was any transfer of the general 
powers of this committee by the appointment of 
special committees. He argued to show that if the 
principle should be once settled, on the ground 
claimed, as good cause for the abrogation of this 
committee, all the standing committees would be 
for shifting the responsibility of investigation. 

He denied not only the premises of the resolu- 
tion, but the conclusion to be drawn from these 
premises, even if true; and denied, therefore, the 
entire proposition contained in it, and was opposed 
to its adoption. If the committee was to be abo- 
Jished at all, he thought it ought to be done under a 
general revision of the rules of the House at the 
commencement of the session, and not at a time 
when there were objects requiring its investigation, 
and when the country needed the light which it 
woald be in the power of that committee to bestow. 

Mr. BOND, asa member of the Committee on 
Public Expenditures, wished that the proposition 
contained in the resolution {might te deciced upon 
at once—instanter; for he desired either to be re- 
lieved from his obligations as a member of the com- 
mittee, or else to go on with the matters of which 
it had cognizance. 

Mr. BRIGGS repiied at some length to Mr. 
Cusine, and went into a statement of the history, 
powers, and duties of the committee. The com- 
mittee, he said, had come to the conclusion, after a 
full examination of the rule under which it was ap- 
pointed, taken in connection with the other rules of 
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the House, that they had no duties to perform— 
that their appointment was a mere matter of for- 
mality; and, being so, they wished, as the gentle- 
man from Oaio [Mr. Bonpl, had stated, to have the 
matter decided at once. They had wished it to 
have been decided long ago, and it was not their 
fault that it had not been. They had, as soon as 
possible afier their appointment, and as socn as 
they could find a place in which to meet, instructed 
him to report the resolution now before the House. 
Mr. B. went into some amusing statements to show 
the perfect oblivion to which every thing connected 
with this committee, save its name alone, had been 
consigned. 

Mr. WISE obtained the floor, to make some re- 
marks on the above question; but the morning 
hour having expired, he yielded to 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, who called for the spe- 
cial orders of the day. 

Mr. BELL, by general consent, submitted a 
motion that the Committee on Indian Affairs have 
leave to send for persons and papers in the matters 
referred to them as to the execution of the treaty 
with the Winnebago Indians; which motion was 
unanimously agreed to. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the sia'e of the Union, (Mr. Ca- 
sry of Illinois in the chair,) on the bill making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year 1840. 

Mr. DUNCAN, who was entitled to the floor 
on the above bill, went into a review, at great 
length, of the causes which had contributed to 
sweli the appropriations beyond the estimates of the 
Departments. He contended that not much more 
ihan one half of the appropriations passed by the 
recommendation or approbation of the President; 


' and he asked those who had denounced him so 


much, whether he was to be held responsible. Mr. 
D. a'so referred to the past history of the proceed- 
ings of Congress in relation to the Cumberland 
road, In relation to that road, he believed a. ma- 
jority of the Democratic party had opposed - it on 
the general groun: that they were opposed to inter- 
nal improvements not expressly authorized by the 
Constitution, or demanded for the parposes of car- 
rying out the principles on which the Federal Go- 
vernment was formed. The Federal party had 
generally sustained appropriations to that road on 
the ground that they have been, and now are, in 
favor of internal improvements of every character, 

and however extravagant. More than the wsual 
number of the Democratic party had this year 

voted for the Cumberland road, whilst a less num- 

ber of the Whigs have voted in favor of that road. 

He asserted that the approp:iations this session 

for that road have been defeated by the Whigs, 

and the journals would sustain him in that as- 

sertion. 

He then adverted to the abuse which was daily 
heaped on the Administration party. It had been 
denounced as profligate; that cry had been es, | 
upon every change, from the first day that he hac 
entered the hall: and yet those declaiming could not 
point out in what particular. If gentlemen be- 
lieved that profligacy and extravagance had existed 
to such an extent, it was their duty to point it oul; 
and he would go as far as any of them lo correct 
it. If they believed that there were too many offi- 
cers, and their salaries were too large, they were 
required by their oaths to point them out, and 
move to reduce them. Why not, in accordance 
with their belief, bring forward their measure of 
reform. He would, and he was confident the De- 
mocratic party would, do what was right and pro- 
per. We now hear much noise about the public 
printing—it costs too mach, &c. If it costs too 
much now, it must have cost too much at the last 
session, because the prices were the same; and the 
cost of printiog ordered at the last short session 
was four tin.es as great as it will be at-this sess 02, 
of more than double the length. Why did not 
these honorable Whigs retorm it, and reduce 
the prices at the last session © bra 
gress. They had then a decided ha Tia 
rity. They had the remedy in their own, id aoi 
and could have applied it, but they wo with 
The Democratic party would then have gone À 
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them, heart and hand, in making this now wished 
for reform. No, it would not suit theit party pur- 
s then. They elected a man to do the printing; 

and permitted him to trans‘er and barter it away to 
anothéer—both receiving large profits according to 
their own showing. They permitted the public to 
be fleecéd and robbed of some $20,000. Why, he 
again asked, did they not come forward with their 
Gorrective? Why, their politicdl friends had it 
theii. So socn as the Democratic party obtained 
thé power, they took this reform in hand. They 
went about it; and appdihted a committee; and if he 
recéllected right, this committee had reported a re- 
ported a reduction of fifteen per cent.; which, if the 
report is well grounded, proves that the Federal 
rinters of the last session had received some fifteen 
housarid dollars on every hundred too much; and 


yet we heard nothing said by these declaiming » 


Whigs then about the prices of printing being too 
high, or that too much was ordered; nor do we 
Hear any wish expressed that the excess paid them 
should be reftinded, as the same party now propose 
to do towards the Democratic printer. This 
was perfectly understood by the country. Mr. 


D. then commented on the continned cry about | 
The whole ground of the op- | 


the office holders. 
position by the Whig party to the Administration, 
growing out of a desire to turn them out, to put 
in the many lean, lank, hungry expsctants for 
four years, which would be as long as could pos- 


sibly be expected,under any eifcumstances,that such - 


a party could maintain power. Mr. D. theni refer- 
red to the Presi‘ential questions, which periodi- 
cally deranged the affairs of thecountry. By re- 
ference to the public journals of the nation, it 
would be seen that this cry of ruin, ruin, and 
panic, was enacted the year prévious to such élec- 


tion; and that it was the effect of a species of po- | 


litical monomania; The cry of rain, extrava- 
gance, was perfectly understood by the peop'e. 
_. Mr. D. then went into’ a full examination of the 
political and military character of General Harrison, 
aiid commented with much force on the efforis 
the Whig party were making to draw the attention 
Gf the people from the odiousness of” the princi- 
ples of their candidate for the Presi'ency, by palm- 
ing him off as the “log cabin and hard cider candi- 
date.” He showed conclusively that he neither 
drank “hard cider nor lived in a log cabin;” but 
that he lived on a princely estate, and enjoyed the 
emoluments of an office which netted him more 
than five thousand dollars annually. He also 
firoved from the records of proceedings in the Ohio 
Legislature, and speeches on that occasion, that 
General Harrison, instead of being the poor man’s 
friend, was in favor of selling them into slavery— 
even to become the slaves of free negrces, if 


they should think proper to purchase them. Mr. 


D’s remarks will be published in full hereafter. 
Mr. GIDDINGS obtained the floor; and, on his 
motion, the committee rose and reporied progress, 
and askeď leave to sitagain; which was granted. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, enclesing 
a communication from the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, giving information ir, relation to the assem- 
blage of Indians on the Northeastern frontier, and 
the countenance the British had given them; made 
in compliance with a resolution of the House of 
the 9h ultimo, Oa motion of Mr. CUSHING, 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Also, laid before the House a communication | 


from the Navy Department in compliance with 
a resolution of the 23d ultimo, giving a statement 
of all the sums of money which have been invested 


in State stocks. On motion of Mr. ADAMS, laid | 


on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Also, laid before the House sundry depositions in 


relation to the New Jersey contested elections; 
which were referred to the Committee on Elections, 
On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, 
The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
` SATURDAY, April 11, 1840. 


The business before the House during the morn- | 


ing hour, was the resolutioa submitted by Mr. 
Bricos, chairman of the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures, providing that, as the duties originally 
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assigned to that committee have been transferred to 
other committees, leaving the said committee no 
duties to perform, it therefore be abolished. 

Mr. WISE addressed the House with much 
earnestness in opposition to the resolution, in a 
speech in which he animadver‘ed with great seve- 
rity on the neglect to inves:igate the abuses which 
he said were great and numerous in the Depart- 
ments, and on the reasons which had been urged in 
support of the resolution. The morning hour ex- 
pired before Mr. W: had concluded his remarks; 
but, by consent of the House, he was permitted to 
finish. 


A number of Senate bills on the Speaker’s table | 


were taken up, read, and referred; after which, the 
House again went irito Committee of the Whole 
on thé stale of the Union, (Mr. Casey of Illinois 
in the chair, and resumed the consideration of 
the 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

After some discussion on a question of order, 

Mr. GIDDINGS of Ohio moved tostrike ont the 
enacting clause of the bill, and thereupon proceeded 
to address the committee at considerable length ina 
speech, in which he adverted to many items of ex- 


penditure in the Departments, on which he com- |! ed to t 1 l 
| Lie service in the year 1814, and that said commit- 


mented as extravagant, and in contrast with the 
economical professions of the Administration; and, 
in the close, took occasion to reply to several 
charges which had been advanced against the cha- 
racter of General Harrison. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE insisted on the rule pre- 
scribing that a bill in committee shall be debated 
in order of its sections, and contended that the mo- 
tion to strike out the enacting clause was not in 
order. 

The CHAIR overruled the objection; where- 


upon 
PMr. PROMGOOLE took an appeal, but subse- 
quently withdrew it. 

The question was then put on Mr. Gippincs’s 
motion, and it was negatived, without a count. 

The first item of the bill having been read, 

Mr. WISE went at large into a speech, in which 
he compared the amount to be appropriated to the 
civil list by this bill with the amount of similar ap- 
propridtions in former years, especially with those 
of the administration of Mr. Adams, which had been 
so much reprobated by its opponents. 

Mr. JONES, chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, addressed the commiltee in re- 
ply, vindicating the bill, and challenging Mr. Ww. 
to a detailed examination of its items. 

Mr. WISE rose in rejoinder, and having at- 
ceptéd the challenge, and produced a portfolio of 
papers as preparatory to his speech, 

Loud cries were made to rise, and Mr. W. yield- 
ing, moved for the rising of the commit'ee. 

The committee then rose, and the House ad- 
journed—Mr. Wise holding the floor for Monday. 


IN SENATE, 
Mownpay, April 13, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a communication frem 
the Tieasury Department, in reply to a resolution 
of the Senate on the 9th inst. communicating pa- 
pers in relation to the claim of James Allen to a 
pre-emption right. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of James Al- 
len, praying a special law, granting bim the right 
cf pre-emption to a certain tract of ‘land; which, 
with the papers frem the Treasury Department, 
were referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. WHITE presented a petition of citizens of 
Carrol! county, Indiana, praying for the establish- 
ment of a post road; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CUTHBERT presented the memorial of 
Susan Murphy, widow and administrator of James 
Cashen; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of citizens of 
Galena, and the petition of citizens of Green 
county, IHinois, praying for the passage of a gene- 
ral bankrupt law; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. ‘ 

Mr. SEVIER presented a communication, made 
by the Secretary of War to the House of Repre- 
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sentatives, on the subject of a plan of defence fot 

the Western frontier; which was ref erred to the 

Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
rinted. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of Eli- 
zabeth Johnson and Ann Hughes, children and 
heirs at law of James Van Gsten; which, with the 
accompanying documents, were referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial 
numerously signed by citizens of Prince Georges 
county, Md. praying for the imposition of a duty 
on foreign silk; which was referred to the Com- 


' mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. HENDERSON presented the memorial of 
citizens of Claiborne county, Mississippi, praying 
for the passage of a general bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN submitted the following 
resolution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, by the Senale, That the Commitiee on 


n Military Affairs be instructed to inquire into the 


propriety and justice of providing for the satisfac- 
tion of a claim of the State of Kentucky for arms 
furnished to the General Government for the pub- 


tee report by bill or otherwise. : 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the petition of Tho- 
mas Haskins and Ralph Haskins, made a report 
thereon, which was ordered to be printed; aceom- 
panied by a.bill, which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. W. by unanimous consent, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill relative to the iron 
steamer, the New Jersey; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred House bills 

For the relief of Samuel D. Walker; 

For the relief of Zachariah Jellison; 

For the relief of James W. Osborne; and 

For the re'ief of Chastellain and Ponvert; 
Reported them severally without amendment, and 
with a recommendation against their passage. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the House bill for the re- 
lief of the owners of the schooner Three Sisters, 
made an adverse report thereon. 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of Daniel Vanpelt, 
made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill mak- 
ing provision for the adjustment of the title to a 
site for a light-house on Roanoke marshes, in 
North Carolina; which was rcad, and ordered a 
second reading. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, to which was referred certain reso- 
lutions on the subject of the brig Enterprise, re- 
ported the same with amendments, which were 
read; and the the resolutions as amended, 

On motion by Mr. CALHOUN, were ordered to 
be printed, and made the o:der of the day for 
Wednesday next. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce 

A bill forthe marking and defining the southera 
boundary of the Territory of iowa; and 

A bill to extend the laws of the United States 


` over the Territory of Oregon. 


The joint resolution directing the Committee on 
the Library to take measures for the inportation 
and erection of the statue of Washington by Green- 
hough; ` 

The bill for the relief of Clements, Bryan and 
Company; : 

bill for the relief of George W. Paschall; 
an 

The bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes; 
were severally considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. l 

The bill for the relief of Peter Warner, of Indi- 
ana, was taken up, and after being discussed by 
Messrs. WHITE, KING, and SEVIER, was, on 
motion of the latter, postponed until to-morrow. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 
The bill to revive the act entitled “An act to 


26TH Cona.......18T SESS. 


~ I a em Ae ec ei i ee BLAIR & RIVES. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 1840. 
WEEKLY 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


VOLUME Basss NO. 21. 
PRICE $1 PER SESSION. 


Continued frem No. 20. 

enable claimazts of land within the limits of Mis- 
souri and the Territory ot Arkansas to institute 
proceedings to try the validity of their c'aima,” ap- 
proved the twenty-sixth day of May, eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-four, and an act amending the 
same, and extending the provisions of said acts to 
claimants to land within the State of Louisiana 
and Mississippi, being taken up as in Committee of 
the Whole, was discussed at length by Messrs. 
BENTON, GRUNDY, CLAY of Kentucky, SE- 
VIER, LINN, HENDERSON, ANDERSON, 
CALHOUN, CLAY of Alabama, and BUCHA- 
NAN, the question coming up on the following 
amendment proposed by Mr. BENTON, viz: 

“And be it further enacted, That this-act shall not 
apply to any claim io the State of Missouri for 
more than twenty thousand arpens, or to any claim 
exceeding that amount, which lies partly in that 
State, and partly in Arkansas.” 

The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was negatived—ayes 16, nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Habbard, 
Knight, Lumpkin, Norvell, Smith of Indiana, 
Strange, Siargeon, Tappan, Walker, and Wright 
—16. 

NAY3—Mes¢rs, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, 
Crayton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, 
Henderson, King, Linn, Mernck, Nicholas, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robins on, and Sevier—19. 

The question was then taken on the engross- 
ment of the bill for-a third reading, and decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 21, nays 11, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clayton, Cri'ten- 
den, Dixon, Falton,. Grundy, Henderson, King, 

` Knight, Linn, Me-rick, Nichu!as, Norvell, Porter, 
Preston, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Indi. 
ana, Walker, and White—-21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Davis, Lump- 

` kin, Strange, Stargeon, and Tappan—11. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive busines and aft-rwaids S 

. Adjourne hs 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, Apri. 13, 1840. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House further 
testimony in relation to the New Jersey con'ested 
e'ection; which was ‘referred to the Committee of 
Elections. 

The presentation of petitions be’ng the first thing 
‘in order, the roll by States was called over for that . 
purpose; when they were presented. 

By Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS, of New Hamp- 
shire. 

[Mr. Wittrams presented petitions to protect the 
revenue from fraud; which, on his motion, was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole, having 
the subject under consideration. Also the petition of 
Mr. Snow and others for rescinding the ru'e in rela- 
tion to Abolition petitions; which was not received 
under the ru'e.] 

By Messrs. ADAMS, CUSHING, and LIN- 
COLN, of Massachusetts. 

“Mr. ADAMS presented certain resolutions of 
the Legislature of Massachusetts, conceraing cer- 
tain laws of other States, which affect the rights of 
the citizeas of Massachusett ; [this is supposed to 
relate të free negroes of Massachusetts, who, by 
the laws of other States, when taken up on sus- 
picion of being slaves, are imprisoned and sold 
ont for jail fees; which he moved to have printed 
and referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved that it do 
lie upon the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were 
—yeas 102, nays ‘49. 

So it was laid on the table. 

Mi. ADAMS also preseated certain joint reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of Massachusetts, de- 


nouncing to resolutions adopted by the House ‘of 
Representatives on the subject of Abolition peti- 
tions, as a denial of the right of petition and as 
unconstitutional, and asking that the same may be 
rescinded; which Mr. A. moved to refer to a Select 
Committee, and have printed. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama moved that they 
do lie on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which were ordered, and were—yeas 
105. nays 64. 

YEAS—Measrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 8. H. Butler, Jesse 
A. Bynum, William B. Campbell, «John Carr, Carter, Casey, 
Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, olgali; Conner, Mark 


A. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cross, John Davis, John W. 


Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Doig, Drom- 


goole, Earl, Eastman, Fisher, Fletcher, loyd, Galbraith, James | 

—105. 
W: 
£ 


Garland, Rice Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Graham, Graves, 
Griffin, "Hastings, Hawes, Till of North Carolina, Hook, 
George W. Hopkins, Thomas B. Jackson, John Jameson, 
Tossph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jonea, Kemble, 
King, Leonard, Lucas, McCarty, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Mediil, Miller, Montgomery, "Newhard, Nisbet, 
Parish, Petrikin, Pope, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, James Ro- 

TS, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Stanly, Steenrod, Strong, 

umter, Sweney, Taliaferro, Phili: Ne homas, Ww. Thomp- 
son, Turney, Vande l, David Wagener, Warren, Wat- 
terson, Edward D. Kite, Wick, Jared Williams, Lewis 
Witiatns, Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Williams 


~ NAYS—Meesrs. Adame, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Bond, Briggs, 
Anson Brown, Calhoun, James, Cooper, Corwin Cranston, 
Cushing, Thomas Davee, Edward Davies, Edwards, Evans, 
Everett, Fillmore, Giddings, Goode, Grang T, Grinnell, Hall 
William S. ‘Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, Howard, Hunt, James, 
Kempshall, Leet, Lincoln, Lowell, Marvin,. Morgan, Calvary 
Morris, Ogle, Palen, Parmenter, Randall, Rariden, Reed, Ridg- 
way, Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Blade, John ‘Smith, 
Storrs, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Underwood, and P. J. 

agner 
So they ‘we-e laid on the table. 
Mr. LINCOLN presented resolves of the Legis 
lature of the Commonwealth of Ma-sachusetts, de- 
claring the sense of the Legislature, that the people 
of that Commonwealth have just cause of con- 
plaint en account of the treatment, by the General 
Government, in withholding the piyment of the 
claims for militia d sbursements and exreases incur 
red by the State in the late war with Great Britain, 
after the same had been examined and allowed by 
the officer duly appointed to make such examina- 
tion: and further declaring, that the course pursued 
by Congress in this matter toward Massachusetts, 
is a manifest viclation of justice, and that She 
weuld not be true to herself if she would consent 
to remain contented and silent, while she is de- 

prived of her acknowledged rights. Mr. L. moved 
the printing of the resolves, and their reference to 
the Committee on Military Affa‘rs; which was or- 
dered accordingly. 

Mr. L also offered the petition of Chales 
White and numerous other citizens of Holden, in 
the Fifth Congressional District of Massachusetts, 
remons'rating against the rale of the House of Re- 
presentatives, excloding from reception petitions 
on the subject of slavery, and asking its imm di- 
ate repeal; which petition Mr. L. moved to have 
refe-red to a S:lect Committee, with instractions to 
report aresciadment of the obnoxious rule: or- 
dered to be laid on the table. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia called for the orders of 
the day. 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved to postpone the orders 
of the day, for the purpose of continuing the call of 
the roll for petitions; which was decided in the ne- 

ative. 

Mr. R. GARLAND, from the Select Committee 
on Printing, asked leave to present the report of 
the muority of that committee in relation of sepa- 
rating the printing from the political press of the 
country. 

Mr. ‘BLACK objected to the reception of the 
report of the miacrity, unt l the majority were pre- 
pared to present their views. The House some- 
time ago granted the committee further time to 
prepare their report, and the time had not yet ex- 
pired; and he intended to avail himself of the full 
time to report. He was now preparing it, and 
| apes the House would notauthorize the printing of 
the views of the minority until the majority were 
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ready to report, that boih might be SS a, ady the oas ol Il adr “00: eon that wok aa eped ahe at the 
same time. 

Mr. R. GARLAND movel to suspend tke 
rules to enable him to present the repert. 

Mr. GRAVES demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 74, nays 89. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved that the House pass 
to the orders of the day, by resolving itself into 
Committee of the Whole. 

.Mr. GRAVES asked leave to present a resolu- 
tion to compel the Committee on Pablic Printing 
to make a report. 

Mr. BLACK objected to: the reception of the 
resolution,on the ground that it would not be in order 
for the House to compel the committee to report 
without rescinding the rezo‘ution granting the com- 
mittee further time to report. The committee 
would report at the proper time. . 

Mr. GRAVES moved to suspend the rules .to 
enable him to prrsent the resolution; which was, 
however, negatived without a count. 

The House then resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union (Mr. 
Casey in the chair,) and took up the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. WISE, who was entitled to the floor on the 
above bill, spoke at some length in relation to the 
increase in the expenditures. He was followed in 
reply Ly Messrs. J. W. JONES and SAMUELS of 
Virginia, t 

Mr. STANLY obtained the floor, and made an 
effort to prove that General Harrison was not an 
Abolitionist; and quoted from the Emancipator, Phi- 
lantrophist, and other Abolition papers,to sustain him 
in the ground he assumed, but was interrupted by 
Mr. HOPKINS of Virginia, who furnished him with 
some extracts from Emancipators, of ‘a date prior 
to those from which he was quoting, as a proof that 
th2 editor of that p»pcr advanced the opinion that 
Gen. Hartison’s opinions were faverab'e to the 
cause of Abolition. 

A debate here aros2, in which Messrs. WISE 
and HOPKINS part cipated; whew: the latter gen- 
tlemin, by the permission of the gentleman of 
North Carolina, [Mr. EranLY,} who was stiil enti- 
t'ed to the floor, movel that the committee rise, 
which was agreed to; and the committee r. se, and 
the chairman reporied progress on the bil, ani 
asked leave to sit again: leave was granted; then, ` 

On mo:ion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, 

The House, at 6 o'clock, adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, April 14, "1840. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the petition of 
a number of citizens of the State of Indiana, re- 
monstrating against the employment of blocd- 
hounds against the Florida Indians. Mr.S. said 
that, believing from the late accounts, that thesa 
animals were nct so dangerous as they were sap- 
posed to be, he would not trouble any of the com» 
mitfees with a con-ideration of the petition; and he * 
would therefore move to lay it on the table. This 
motion was sgreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of 1735 
citizens of the city of New York, praying for the 
enactment cf ageneral bankrupt law: referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. W. als» presented the memorial of a ley e 
number of eitizens of the city of New York, 
publishers ¿f periodicals, magazines, &c. praying a 
reduction of the postage on such publications, so as 
to bring them down to the same rate of postage as 
is collected on newspapers: referred to the Com- 


mittee‘on the Post Office and Post Reads. 


Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reperted a bill for the relief of 
Charles McKinsey; which was read, and ord 
to a second reading. i 
Mr. N. also, from the same committee, erT z 
bill granting to the county cf Kent, in the Sta a 
Michigan, the right of pre-emption to à quarter 
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section of the public lands; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. N. also, from the same committee, to which | 


were referred 
Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 
Vermont, in favor of a distribution of the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands among the Sta'es; 
Resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky, ad- 
verse to the cession of the public lands to the S'ates 
in which they lie, and in favor of a distribution of 


the proceeds of the public lands among the States; | 


and 
The memorial of citizens of Ohio in favor of a 
distribution of the prcceeds of the public lands 
amo'g the States; aked to be discharged fiom 
their turther consideration; which was agreed to. 
NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 
Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, made the following report: 
"Phe Committee on Fore‘ga Relaticns, to which 
was referred the several messages of the President 
of the United States, communicating to Congress, 


- at its present session, ceriain official correspon- | 


dence in relation to the question of the territory in 
dspute with Great Britain on our Northeastern 
frontier; and also certain resclations of the Legis- 
lature of Maine on the same subjéct, 

REPORT: 

That they have had „the same mnder con- 
sideration, and now deemfit expedientto commu- 
nicate to the Senate theigreasons fop not making, 
at the present moment, a general report upon the 
whole subject. They fegl that they will best per- 
ferm this duty, by placing clearly and d stinctly be- 
fore the Senate the exisfirg state’ and condition of 
the pending negotiatiog tetween the two Govern- 
meits. $ 

The President of thej United hae, in bis annual 
message of Decen.ber fast, informed Congress that, 
“for the settlement of ‘our Nértheastern boundary, 
the proposition promised Great Britain for a 
commission of explorgtion fand survey, has bren 
received, and a counter project, including also a 
provision for the certaig and final adjastment 
of the limits in dispute, gs now before the British 
Government for its sideration.” The Pre- 
sident has not thought it advisable to com- 
muoicate this counter project to Congres; yet we 
have his assurance, on which the most confident 
reliance may be placed, that it is of such a charac- 
ter as will, should it be accepted, finally settle the 


question. This proposition was officially commu- 
nicated to that Goverrfment daring the last sum- 
mer. 


Mr. Fox, the British Minister, in his note of the 
24th January last, doubtless with a perfect know- 


ledge of the natare of the project which had been. 


submitted by the American Government to that of 
Great Britain, assures Mr. Forsyth, “that he not 
only preserves the hope, but he entertains the firm 
be‘ief, that if the duty of negotiating the boundary 
question be left in the hands of the two National 
Governments, to whom alone of right it belongs, 
the difficulty of conducting the nego‘iation to an 
amicable issue will not be found so great as hat 
been by many persons apprehended.” And in his 
subsequent note of March 13, 1840, he states that 
he has been instructed to declare, “that her Ma- 
jesty’s Gove:nment are only waiting for the de- 
tailed report of the British commissioners recently 
employed to survey the disputed territory, which 
report, it was believed, would be comple‘ed and 
delivered to her Majesty’s Government by the end 
of the pre ent month, (March.) in order to transmit 
to the Government of the United States a reply to 
their last proposal upon the subject of the boun- 
dary negotiation.” Thus we may reasonably er- 
- pect that this reply will be received by the Presi- 
nen duripg the present month, (of April,) or early 
in May. . l 
Whilst such is the condition of the principal ne- 
gotimion, the committee have deemed it inexpe- 
dient, at this time, to -report upon the sakerdinate 
though important question in relation to the tempo- 
rary occupat'on of the disputed territory. They 
trust that the answer of the British Government 
may be of such a character as to render a report 
upon this latter subject unnecessary. In any event, 
hey have every reason to believe that the state of 
suspense will be but-of brief duration. 


; ment 
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The committee, ever since this enbarrassing and 
exciting question has been first presented for their 
consideration, have been anxious that the Govern- 
of the United States should constantly pre- 
serve itself in the right; and hitherto this desire has 
been fully accomplished. The territorial rights of 
Maine have been uniformly asserted, and a firm 
determination to maintain them has been invaria- 
bly evinced; though this has been done in an ami- 
cable spirit. So far as the committee can exercise 
any influence over the subject, they are resolved, 
that if war shou'd be the result, which they confi- 
dently hope may not be the case, this war shall be 
rendered inevitable, by the conduct of the British 
Government. They have believed this to be the 
surest mode of uniting every American heart and 
every American arm in defence of the just rights 
of the country. f 

It is but justice to remark, that the Executive 
branch of the Government has, from the begin- 
ning, been uni‘ormly guided by the same spirit, 
and has thus far pursued a firm, consis‘ent, and 
pradent course, throughout the whole negotiation 
with Great Britain. ` 

Whilst the committee can perceive no adequate 
-cause, at the present moment, for anticipating hos- 
t:lities between the two countries, they would not be 


understood as expressing the opinion that this coun- 


try shou'd not be prepared 'o meet any emeigency. 
The question of peace or war may, ina great de- 
gree, depend upon the answer of the British Go- 


L vernment now speedily expected. 


Mr. WRIGHT called for the reading of the re- 
port, and it was read accordingly; after which 

Mr. W. observed that in calling for the reading 
cf the report, his only object was to hear the views 
of the committee, and to give himself an opportu- 
nity to move for the printing of an extra number 
number of copics. He would make that motion 
for the reason, that within the last few wesls, he 
believed he might say within the last two weeks, 
his corresponden!s, a great many of whom were 
on the frontiers, seemed to entertain alarming ap- 
prehensions of immediate hostilities between this 
country and England. From what causehe knew 
not. He had seen nothing himself to authorize 
such apprehensions, and he was gratified to find 
that the Committee on Foreign Relations enter- 
tained the same opinion. 

Mr W. then moved for the printing of ten thou- 
sand extra copies of the report. . 


Mr. BUCHANAN observed that the committee 
had no intention of moving the printing of an ex- 
tra number of ccpies of this report, though certain- 
ly, as a member of it, he should not oppose the mo- 
tion, The report was very short, and from the in- 
terest generally taken in the subject, it might, and 
probably would, be copied into all the country pa- 
pers. He did not believe that it would occupy 
more than one column in the ordinary sized news- 
papers, and therefore there was little doubt but it 
would be extensively circulated. Still, if the Sena- 
tor from New York [Mr. Wricut] wished an ex- 
tra number printed, he should not oppose it. _ He 
had only made these suggestions for the informa- 
tion of the gentleman himself, and woul’ be con- 
tent with any decision that might be made. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky concurred entirely in 
what had been said by the chairman of the com- 
mittee, and thought the Senator from New York 
would hardly deem it necessary to go to the ex- 
pense of printing ten thousand copies of a docu- 
ment, which, as the chairman said, was so short 
that it could be copied into all the papers of the 
country. He thought that it would at once take a 
general circulation, without being sent ‘out in 
pamphlet form; and he hoped that if the Senator in- 
sisted on the printing, that he wou'd modify his 
motion so as to print a smaller number. 

Mr. CLAY of Ala. reco'lected that we had had 
the correspondence between the Secretary of State 
and the British Minister, on several occasions com- 
municated to the Senate during the present session, 
and on each occasion ten thousand copies were 
printed. Atallevents th's was a subject of ex- 
citing interest from one end of the Unicn to the 
other. : 
leged by the chairman, it would cost the Govern- 
ment very little to print the extra number of copies. 


If the document was so very small, as al-. 


WRIGHT observed that his residence was 
on the frontier, where the people felt a great anx- 
iety on the subject. There was no doubt that the 
military preparations on the British frontiers had 
been very briskly carried on during the winter and 
spring; but his own belief was that these prepara- 
tions related entirely to the internal condition of 
the provinces, whch furnished sufficient grounds for 
them. In addition to the late disturbances there, it 
was known that the British Government was about 
to attempt a most important change 1n the govern- 
ment of their colonies on our borders, and this 
might reasonably be supposed to furnish another 
reason for the military preparations they have been 
making. But with the excitement existing on our 
frontiers, every change on the part of our neigh- 
bors was watched by our citizens with an intense 
interest, which we here ata distance cannot feel, 
and it was with a desire to allay this excitement 
that he wished the report to be sent out. He would 
not persist in the motion if it should be against 
the pleasure of the Senate, and he was willing to 
modify it so as to meet the views of all. But he 
would, at the same time, observe that, if there had 
been a document which the public would be more 
anxious to see than any other—if there was one 
which would be likely to allay the excitement 


Mr. 


existing on the subject, it was this. He knew 
that it was very short, and that the cost of 
printing could not be very great; he knew, 


too, that notwithstanding the immerie circu- 
culation of the newspapers of the country, 
there were many, very many, whom these newspa- 
pers did not reach, and that the circulaion of a 
document of this kind, coming immediately from 
the Senate, would have effect in allaying the ap- 
ptehensions of our citizens, which a circulation 
through the newspapers would not. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama rose to say, on the in- 


formation of the Secretary, that ten thousand co- 


pies of all the documents that had been communi- 
cated on this subject, during the present session, 
had been printed. 

Mr. RUGGLES said he did not rise to object to 
the printing of the extra number proposed, nor in- 
deed to advocate the prirting of so large a number. 
It was a very short report, and wonld Le read in 
the newspapers by every citizen of Maine, and 
perhaps by every citizen of the count:y, long be- 
fore the extra number would be likely to be fur- 
nished to the Senate. He had no wish to inc eare 
our expenditures for printing, yet he should not 
oppose any extra number gentlemen thought proper 
to recommend. 

He said he certainly felt less anxiety for print- 
ing a large number, from the belief he entertained 
that the report might have the effect of dis- 
appointing many citizens of the State he, in p rt, 
represen‘ed, in affording them some possible appre- 
hers‘on that the spirit manifested in the late cor- 
respondence between the two Governments, is felt 
less strongly now than at the time that correspon- 
dence took place. He was well aware that there 
was a portion of the pecple whose minds were 
fally prepared for the most prompt and energetic 
measures. Another portion doubtless contem- 
plated a resort to war with serious apprehension. 
It was not to be questioned that the expecta ions, if 
not the hopes, of the former class, would be re- 
pressed and disappointed; and that the latter would 
as certainly derive encouragement to their desire 
for the long continuance of peace. He observed 
that Maine felt strongly and deeply on this subject. 
She had entertaincd hopes that ths controversy 
was now about to be brought to a close. She is 
expecting strong, decisive and energetic action on 
the part of this Government. He dd not, mean 
to be understood as intimating that the tone and 
spirit of the report of the committee afforded any 
sufficient evidence that she would be disappointed 
in the character of the measures she has been anti- 
cipating. Nevertheless, the report, he believed, 
would by many be looked upon asa peace document, 
and as calculated to relieve the country from all 
apprehension of a rupture wiih Great Britain, at 
least for some time to come. The honorable Senator 
from New York (Mr. Wricut] appeared to have so 
understood its purport and effect, and assigned that 
as a reason for wishing a large number of the report 
printed. He would say again that he should not 


oppose the printing of any number gentlemen 
Sheds bat P would be recollected that the Senate 
had ordered the printing of ten thousand extra co- 
pies of a correspondence on this subject, early in 
March, which were not furnished to the Senate for 
several weeks afterwards; and not till afer the re- 
cent correspondence on the same subject, wascom- 
municated tothe Senate. Should there be as much 
delay on this occasion, the extra copies would be 
of but liltle use to the Senate or to the public. 
` Mr. BUCHANAN observed that the remarks 
of the Senator from Maine [Mr. Rucczrs] seemed 
torender it necessary that he should say a very 
few words on the subject before the Senate. Those 
who had attended tu the reading of the report, 
would perceive that, throughout, it was intended 
for the sole purpose of presenting to the Senate the 
reasons why the committee did rot think it neces- 
sary, at this time, to make a detailed report on the 
whole correspondence. That was thé single object 
of the report. If it should become necessary to 
make a report in regard to the temporary occupa- 
tion of the disputed territory, the committee would 
not shrink from their duty. They were prepared 
to perform it to the Senate and to the country. 
Bot at this moment, when we have the solemn as- 
Surance of the British Minister that in a very short 
time we should have an answer from his Govern- 
ment to the counter projet presented by our Go- 
vernment; and when he not only expresses the hope, 
but “entertains the firm belief,” that the “difficulty 
of conducting the negotiation to an amicable issue 
will not be found so great as has been by many 
persons apprehended,” it is wondefal that the Sena- 
tor from Maine should denounce this report, made 
under such circumstances, in such strong language. 
The report, Mr. B. continued, reasserted the 
rights of Maine inthe most solemn manner; and 
it was extraordinary that any citizen of Maine 
should expect a detailed report, or one . different 
from that which had been' made, unless, indeed, he 
could believe that the committee ought to have as- 
samed a hostile position, and gone into all the cor- 
Terpondence that had taken place, and into the 
strbject of the preparations that had been made by 
the British Government, inthe very face of the 
assurance that we should have an answer to our 
proposition in the course of this month or the next; 
which, judging from the language of the Brit'sh 
Minister, we had reason to believe would prove 
satisfactory. The committee thought it was their 
daty to place before. the Senate the precise’ state of 


the negotiation between the two countries; and 


what that was might be summed up in twenty 
words. A proposition for an exploration and sur- 
vey of the disputed territory had been made by 
the British Governmen!; and this Government rot 
deeming it satisfactory, beeause it did not 
émbrace a provision for the final settlement of 
the question, had sent to the British Govern- 
ment a counter projet, to which no answer 
has yet been received. This counter prc- 
jet was communicated to the British Government 
daring the last summer, and the British Minister 
here, several months afterwards, with a perfect 
knowledge of its character, assures us that a spee- 
dy answer will be given to it, and expresses his 
confident belief that if this controversy is left to the. 
two national Governments, it does not present the 
difficulties which had been by many persons ap- 
prebended. He also declares that the commis- 
sioners who had been sent out from England to 
make a survey of the disputed territory, were pre- 
paring their report—that this report would be ready 
within the month of March—and that then his Go- 
vernmert would transmit an answer to the proposi- 
tion we had submitted to then. Now in this state 
of the case, unless you suppose the British Go- 
vernment to be entirely faithless, which he had no 
reason to believe, we may reasonably expect, in 
this or the coming month, to receive an an- 
swer that may enable us to settle this 
question in conformity with the stipulations of the 
treaty of 1783, and in accordance with the just 
rights of Maine. Under such circumstances, how 
could it be expected that the committee would make 
a belligerant report? Mr. B. differed with the Sena- 
tor from Maine in the opinion that the people of 
his State either would or could so construe this re- 
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port, as to imagine that the committee or the Se- 
na'e were prepared to surrender any portion of 
their rights. The past conduct of this body shou'd, 
shield them from such a suspicion, and their fu- 
tare conduct, should it become necessary, weuld 


; Show that they were as ready now as they have 


been in former times, to sustain the honor of the 


| nation as well as the rights of a sovereign member 


of the Confederacy. From the correspondence 


i which had taken place between the two Govern- 
| ments, the committee hoped that this might never 
! become necessary. Sufficient for the day was the 
' evil thereof; and the committee thought the subject 


was already sufficient!y embarrassing in itself, with 
out unnecessarily adding to it other causes of irri- 
tation. i 


-Mr. ALLEN wished to ask of the Senator from 
Maine one or two questions. He wished to know 
if the gentleman expected the committee to report 
to the Senate an opinion in favor of war, or what 
kind of reporthe expected from the Committee in 
the present state of the negotiations between the 
two countries. -When the gentleman should state 
what kind of a report he expected the committee 
te make, he wou'd then thank him to state what 
kind of a report be himself would make, and then 
the people might judge of the correctness of his 
views on this subject. Whilst up, Mr. A. said he 
would make one or two additional remarks. The 
only question which the Committee on Foreign 
Relations had to decide, (and he believed that since 
he had been here he had given as much evidence 
of a devotion to the interest of the State of Maine, 
as any other Senator,) the only question before the 
committee was not whether they would recommend 
measures leading to war, but whether they would 
recommend any thing at all—-whether they should 
not remain silent till the expected answer to oar 
proposition to the British Government should be 
received. That was the only question before the 
committee. Under these circumstances the com- 
miitee concluded, after full reflection, that it would 
be better, in order to avoid any misunder: tanding 
in the country—in order to avoid the pecp'e pnt- 
tinz any false construction on the late correspond- 
ence, to make a report tc explain not what was the 
course it was our duty to pursue at the pre- 
sent moment, but the reasons why we should 
suspend any acticn till the British Government 
should return an answer to the counter projet we 
had made to them. The committee made this re- 
port in pursuance of that opin‘on, to explain why 
they did not, at this time, go into a thorough inves- 
tigation of the subject, and propose same definite 
action in regard to it; and the reasons which go- 
verned them were, that the British Minister here 
had declared that he would very soon be able to 
present to this Government an answer to the propo- 
sition which had been submitted to his. Mr. A. 
deemed it proper to make these few remarks, be- 
cause the State from which he came, ever patriolic, 
had passed resolutions ın relation to this subject, 
and he knew that the people of that State would 
stand ready, to the last man, and to the last dollar 
of their resources, to see that the rights of the 
whole country were maintained at all hazards. He 
wou!d now ask the Senator from Maine to state 
what kind of a report this committee ought, in his 
opinion, to have made—what kind of proposition 
ought to have been submitted to the nation in the 
present state of the negotiations -between the two 
countries. 


Mr. RUGGLES said he had been referred to as 
denouncing the report of the committee. He had 
not intended to be so understood. He had spoken 
of the impression he belived it would make on dif- 
ferent classes in the community. He had expressed 
the opinion that those who were looking for prompt 
and energetic measures—who were, in fact, look- 


~ing with impatience for an immediate rupture be- 


tween the two countries, would have these hopes 
repressed; and that others, who felt alarmed at 
the tone of the correspondence lately communica- 
ted to the Senate, would be relieved from their ap- 
prehensions; ard he repeated that the Senator from 
New York, who had just taken his seat, appeared 
te entertain the same opinion of the effect the report 
was calculated to have on the people of the fron- 
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tier of that State, who were excited with the pros- 
pect of an immediate declaration of war. 

In answer to the question put to him by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, (Mr. ALLen] whether he would 
have the committee make a report in favor of an 
immediate declaration of war, he would say that he 
had no such wish, nor had he intimated any such 
desire. In answer to the Senator’s further inquiry 
what sort of a report he would have the com- 
mittee make, he wou'd not undertake to dic- 
tate to the intelligent and patriotic Committee on 
Foreign Relations, what sort of a report hey should 
make on this or any other subject. He would not 
undertake to say that they ought to make any other 
report than they had made, if they were to make 
any report at all at this time. He believed that 
nothing new had transpired te render any report 
netessary at this particular time. The report com- 
municated no new facts. The Senate well knew, 
and the country well knew, that the President had 
caused to be made to the British Government a 
counter proposition, and that we were expect- 
ing a response to that proposition in all this 
wionth, or early in the next. This information 
had been communicated by the President, and was 
contained in the last correspondence, which was 
before the country. He understood that the fur- 
ther consideration of the Maine question was 
postponed till that response should be received. A 
report from the committee on Foreign Relations 
had not been looked for till it should appear 
whether we have, at the time indicated, the 
promised reply of the British, Government. He 
had acquiesced in that, and had expressed 
no wish for a report at this time, in favor‘of 
ultra measures.. So far from that, he said he 
did not believe, nor had he at any time believed, 
that war with Great Britain would necessarily 
grow out of this controversy. He founded his 
cpinion partly on the fact, that on her part she had 
no cause for war. Her claim to the disputed ter- 
ritory was wholly without foundation, pnd would 
not afford her the slightest justification for pursu- 
ing if to that extremity. She would not dare go to 
war wiih this country, without some better cause 
for it. She had too much respect for the opinion 
of mankind to enter into such a contest with vs 
without some better pretence than the groundie.s 
claim she has set up. ote, 

But, sir, said Mr. R. can Great Britain be great- 
ly blamed for pushing her claims, aş baseless as 
they are, whilst she has heretofore seen go little to 
create a belief that this Government would resist 
them to the last extremity? He remembered to 
have urged at the last, and at previous sessions, 
the fortification of some exposed points on the ma- 
ritime frontier of Maine. He proposed it as an 
amendment to an appropriation bill then before the 
Senate, and had the silent vote, in support of it, of 
the chairman on Military Affairs; but it was voted 
down by a large majority. He had not forgotten 
it; and could not forget the exposed condition 
of the whole country. | His opinion that war 
would not ensue, was neces:arily subject to 
the condition, that preparation should be imme- 
diately made to meet any possible contingency. 

We could never expect a submission to our 
Tights ill we give substantial indications of a de- 
termination to vindicate them. We must prepare 
for war to avoid war. Sir, said Mr. R. without find- 
ing any fault with the report, he would say that he 
had much rather have seen a report from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and another from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, affording on the part 
of this Government an earnest of its determination 
to vindicate the rights of Maine and the honor of the 
nation. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky begged leave to say a 
few words on the subject, not so much in refe- 
rence to the particular question of printing the re- 
port, as on the general and more important one 
involving the relatjons between this’ country and 
Great Britain. He washappy te hear the Senst r 
from Maine [Mr. RuccLes] say he was not for 
war, though he did remark when he first rose that 
this report would be unsatisfactory to a portent 
the people of his State who were for hien e 
would say that if there was any party int ian 
try for war with Great Britain, it was a crimina 
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party. ‘There was no sufficient cause for war; and 
he toek occasion to say, that so far as he was in- 
formed, the opinions beth of the Administra'ion 
party, aud of the party with which he acted, were 
that war was to be be avoided so long as it could 
be done without compromitting the rights and 
honor of the nation, The Senate had solemnly 
expressed the opinion that the question of right was 
with us, and all parties, every individual of those 
parties, so far as their views had been expressed, 
seemed determined to obtain for Maine, by some of 
those modes by which national rights are ass¢rted, 
a full and absolute possession of all the territory 
within her rightful limits. But he mast say that 
there were two modes of arriving at this result. 
One was by negotiation, and the other was by war; 
and these questions were to be decided by the 
united vaice of the whole country, and by the Br- 
ecutive branch of the Government, as the case may 
be, and not to be decided by the vo'ce of one sin- 
gle member of the Confederacy. If the honor of 
the country is assailed, the councils of the whole 
country must determine as to the manner and time 
of vindicating it. He would take occasion to say 
for the benefit of the Senator from Maine, and the 
whole peopleof Maine, that whilst he believed 
them to be as valorous and as enlightened as any 
people in the Union, he was not inclined to confide 
im their judgment as to declaring war, and the pe- 
riod at which this last resort may become necessa- 
ty. If Maine expects the Government of this 
country to secure her righ’s, she must confide to 
the Government of this coun ry the whole agency 
in settling the controversy. If itis to be done by 
negotiation, it must be left to the Executive and his 
constitutional advisers. If it isto be by war, it 
should be left to that department of the Govern- 
ment to which the rower of declaring war is con- 
fided by the Constitution. In saying all this, he 
meant nothing in condemnation of the state of feel- 
ing that had been evinced by the people of Maine. 
Justice was with her, and he sympath‘zed with her 
na‘aral feelings on this subject. Her claims had 
unfortur ately too long been delayed; but, notwith- 
standing that, he said that this Government alone 
should conduct the negotiation, and if war beeame 
necessary, decide upc nthe time and manner of com- 
mencing it. He could not, however, bel'eve that 
this last resort wou'd be necessary. There were 
two securities which we had for the continuance of 
peace. The first Security was that Great Bri- 
tain, enlightened as ‘her councils were, must per- 
ceive, what we know, that the right was with us; 
that she had no claim; and after being sa'isfied with 
these facts, upon an examination of the necessary 
information, wi:l ult:mate'y concede the right te us. 
But let me suppose, cortinued Mr. C. that she does 
not. Let me suppose that, after investigation, she 
comes to the clear conviction to which we have ar- 
rived, that the right is with her; that the territory 
in dispute, according to the treaty of 1783, is with- 
in her limits. What, then, will be the case pre- 
sented before the world? Two enlightened nations 
coming to different conclusions on the same testi- 
mony, and unable to agree. What, then, are to ke 
the consequences? Is war, -that calamity. which 
every lover of humanity must deprecate, 
the only alternative? No, sir. There is 
another: there is a subsisiing treaty stipulation 
contained in the treaty of Ghent, by which 
this question is to be left to the decision of an im- 
partial tribuna!, in the event that the two countries 
cannot settle it themselves. I say there is a trea'y 
stipulation still subsisting; and how do I make it 
out? It may be alleged that the ma'ter having 
been once committed to the umpirage of a third 
party, and that party having given an award, the 
stipniaticn in the treaty was fulñl ed, and it was no 
longer in force. Notso. There w:s an attempt at 
arbitration, through the instrumentality of the King 
of Holland; but it was an abortion—a failure—the 
King dd not setle the question; both parties ac- 
knowledged that he did not, and the treaty remains 
ia full force, binding the parties to refer this ques- 
sion, if unable to settle it amicably themselves, to 
an impartial tribunal. Bat, putting the treaty out 
of the question, suppose there was no such stipu- 
Jation, and that the two parties having brought their. 
Pinds to the eonclusion that the right was with 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


each, were determined to persist on it. Sooner 
than resort to war, with all itscalamities, both par- 
ties should agree to arbitration; and I say that Eng- 
land, if she will not concede the right to as, 
must yield the point at issue to arbitration. Though 
this course may be attended with delay— hough 
Maine may not arrive at the possession of her ter- 


` ritory as soon as she wishes, yet she had infinitely 


better wait the movements of two great nations, 
than that they should be involved in war. When 
we come to.deciding on the question of war, ail 
other means of settling the controversy having 
failed, that question is to be decided by the united 
wisdom of all, in reference to the condition of the 
whole country, in reference to the other interes's of 
Maine besides the interest in question, and in refe- 
rence to the probable issue of the controversy. 

In relation to the military preparations of the 
British in the Canadas, of which the Senator 
spoke, Mr. C. said, they gave him no cause fur 
alarm. England was the weaker power—she was 
preparing against invasion from us; but did we ap- 
prehend invasion from the Canadas? He did not 
agree with the Senator that our state of preparation 
was so defective; for, with the exception of one or 
two points on the Atlantic, where some additional 
defence was wanted, no preparation was necessary. 
When geptlemen talked of our want of prepara- 
tion, he did not agree with them. What! with fif- 
teen or sixteen millions cf free people, with their 


unquestioned valor, their love of country, cembined | 
and their war- | 


with their means of transportation, 
like resources, to say that the country is unpre- 
pared! We are, said Mr. C. ten thousand times 
better prepared for war to-morrow with Great Bri- 
tain—though not so much so, in all respects, as he 
could wish-—we are infinitely better prepared than 
we were at a former period—on the ocean, as on 
the land, on the lakes as well as the bays; and then 
we came ont of the contest with honor. The eon- 
struction of the great New York canal, cur rail- 
roads, our population pressing Up against the 
boundary line—all these are advaniages which we 
did not possess in the last war. No preparation ! 
Sir, we have the best preparations that ever a 
country boasted of: we have sixteen millions of 
freemen, with stout arms and bold hearts, who 
stand ready to vindicate the rights of their coun- 
try. As to the preparations of England in the 
Canadas, let her go on’ with them—let her bring 
her troops over, whether to quell insurrections 
among her own: people or to guard against inva- 
sion {rom our side of the line—that would never, for 
a moment, give him the slightest uneasiness. 
Whenever the honor of the country, by an injury 
inflicted on a single member of it, may require us 
to resort to a war, though the beginning of it may 
be attended with a few disasters, he had no appre- 
hension but, after a few months, we may be able 
to impress on England the temerity cf forcing us 
into this alternative. 

He entirely concarred with the refort. He be- 
lieved that it was the sincere desire of the Adminis- 
tration party to preserve the peace of the country, 
and ithad been a matter of serious inquiry with 
him to asceTtain their views. If there wasa crimi- 
nal party in this country, who, for their own 
sinister views, desired a war, he did not believe 
that the Administration party gave them the slight- 
est countenance. This he must say as an act of 
jastice. The committee were unanimovs in adopt- 
ing this report. What did it teil you? Why, that 
the negotiations were going on, and were in the 
hand: of tho-e constitutionally entrusted with it; 
and that within a reasonable period, we might ex- 

ect an answer to our last proposition, till when 
it did not kecome usto take any further action on 
the subject. Mr. C. after alluding to the various 


- causes which might reasonably be supposed to de- 


lay the action of the British Ministry, concluded 
by saying that his only object in rising, was to de- 
fend the report, and not to say any thing on the 
question of printirg. He did not think the print- 
ing of the extra copies necessary, as the report 
would be circulated through the newspapers, 

Mr. RUGGLES rese but to say a word in ex- 
planation, The honorable Senator from Ken- 
tueky (Mr. Cray] had expressed satistaction that 


he (Mr. R.) had said he was not for war, He | 
i 


: country. 


could not Jet the remark pass without a little quali- 
fication. He was for peace, if peace could be pre- 
served consistently with the rights aud honor of the 
If not, then he was teady fer the alter- 
native. He said he would add a word in respect 
to submitting the matier in controve rsy to arbitra- 
tion. He did not mean to discuss, at this time, the 
right of this Government to refer the question to 
an arbiter without the assent of Maine, and against 
her prot-station; bat he would remind the Senator 
that Maine had, over and over again, by her Le- 
gislature, declared her opinion that the Federal 
Government had not the constitutional power, and 
ought not to jeopard her rights by a submission of 
them to abitrators without her assent, That opi- 
nion had been to strongly epter‘aiaed by Maine, 
that he felt, in some sort, instructed upon that 
point, and could not yield it. But he saw no oc- 
casion for discassing that question now. He re- 
ferred to writers on the laws of nations who main- 
tained fully that no nation conld be called upon te 
submit to the umpirage of others, a clear and indu- 
bitable right, which she was justified in claiming 
as such. But be would not pursue the subject. 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, in reply, said, that he 
did not express the opinion that this Government 
had claimed the right to refer this question to arbi- 


ii tration; buthe expressed, as his unqualifiel opi- 


nion, that this Goverrment had the undoubted 
right torefer the question to arbitration, without 
consulting Maine. 

The question was then taken, and the motion to 
piiat ten thousand extra copies of the report was 
agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 


|. District of Columbia, repor ed a joint resolution 


authoriz'ng the Secretary of the Treasury to pur- 
chase for the United States the banking-house of 
the old Bank of Alexandris, ard to credit the debit 
due by said bank for the amount of the purchase 
money: read, and ordered to a second reading. 

= On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the bill for in- 
ot a the Bank of the District of Colambia, 
an 


On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the various bills 
respeciing banking corporations in the District, 


_were made the special order of the day for next 


Monday two weeks. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Mis- 
sissippi in relation to the re iaquishment and ex- 
change of the sixteenth sections, reserved for the 
‘use of schools, moved that the commiitee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, and 
that the same be laid on the table, for the reason 
that a bill had already been repor.ed on the subject. 
This motion was agreed to. A 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the same 
committee was also discharged from the further 
consideration of three several memorials from the 
State of Alabama; one from the General Assembly 
of that State, asking for the extension of the right 
of pre-emption; and two from citizens of the Siate, 
asking fcr the establishment of an additional land 
office in the Cherokee country, for the sale of the 
lands lately acquired fiom those Indians. Mr. C. 
said that bls having been reported on these sub- 


| jects, he would move to lay the memorials on the 


table, after discharging the committee from them. 
This motion was agreed to. 

On moticn by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the same 
‘committee was also discharged from the farther 
consideration of the memorial of the Lake Sape- 
rior Fishing and Mining Company cof the State of 


|| Michigan, praying to be allowed the right of work- 


ing the minera! lands belonging to the United States 
along the southern shore of Lake!Superior in the 


7 said State; which was agreed to. 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of J. H. Relfe, 


| which was read, and ordered to a second reading, 
: and the report was ordered to be printed. 


e 


Mr. H. from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reports on the bills from the House for the 
relief of John Howe and Chauncey (Calhoun, 
and also made an adverse report on the petition 
of Abner L. Duncan. 

Mr, FULTON, from the Committee on Pub- 


i 


for the relief of Heary 


: , ted a bill 
ic Lanis, reporte and ordered to a second 


Willis; which was read, 

ding. 
PMP. on leave, iatroduced a bill for the relief 
of Richard K. Call; which was read twice, and re- 


The joint resolution directing the Committee on 
the Library to take measures for the importation 
and erection of the s'atue of Washington by Green- 
hough; 

The bill for the relief of Clements, Bryan and 
Company; 

The bill for the relief of George W. Paschall; 

The bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes; and 

The bill to revive the act entitled “An acl to 
enable claimants of land within the limits of Mis- 
souri and the Territory of Arkansas to institute pro- 
ceedings to try the validity. of their claims,” ap- 
proved the twenty-sixth day of May, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-four, and an act amending the 
same, and extendiog the provisions of said acis to 
claimants to land within the State of Louisiana 
and Mississippi; 

_were severally read a third time and passed. 
he dill granting to the State of Michigan a 
qvantity of land to aid said State inthe construc- 
tion of a canal around the falls of St. Marie, was ta- 
ken up on i's third reading, and was opposed by 


> Messrs. CLAY and CRITTENDEN. and advo- 


i 


cated by Messrs. NORVELL and PORTER, and 
after some furiher remarks by Messrs: ALLEN 
and TAPPAN, amendments were offered by 
Messrs. WHITE and HENDERSON, and the 


farther consideration of the dill'was postponed 


until to-morrow. 

The bill for the relief of James Du'ton; 
| The bill for the relief of Peter Warner of In- 
** diana; and 

A bill for the relief of Samael White; 
were considered asin Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed fer a third reading. 
` Mr. KING, from the Commitiee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill relative to the iron 
steamer, the New Jersey, reported the same with 
an amendment; which was agreed to. 

The bill was then, on motion by Mr. K. taken 
up as in Committee of the Whole, considered, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Oa motion by Mr. HUBBARD, it was 

Ordered, That Friday and Saturday next be de- 
voted to the consideration of private bills, and the 
reports of committees on private bills. - 

The Senate then adjourned. i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, April 14, 1840. 

Mr. RETRIKIN, by general consent, introduced 
a proposition to print the communication of the 
President, now lying un the table, in answer to 4 
certain resolution reported by the order of the 
Committee on the Public Buildings and Public 
Grounds. 

Mr. J. W. JONES asked the general consent of 
the House to take up the motion which he submit- 
ted a few days age, to print 2,500 copies of the re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury, showing the 
condition of the banks th:oughont the United 
States. 

Mr. ANDREWS said he objected. 

Mr. JONES had supposed that every member of 
the body wanted to see the condition of the banks. 

Mr. ANDREWS inquired the size of the docu- 
ment. ; 

Mr. JONES r. plied that it was quite volumi- 
nous; which was the reason that he had moved the 

' printing of the 2,500 copies only. 

Mr. ANDREWS withdrew his objection; and 
the resolution was agreed to. 

The CHAIR then announced that the business 
first ia order was the report of the Select Commit- 
tee on Printing, which had been made the special 
order of the day for this day. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he wished to offer a 
resolution for the postponement of the special or- 
der; which was read for the information of the 
House, as follows: 

Resolved, That the execution of the ial order 
on the report of the Committee on Printing, be 
postponed until the House shall have finally dis- 
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posed of the bill No. 8, making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government, 
and that the said special order be then taken up 
and considered as though no postponement thereof 
had been made. ' 

Mr. R. GARLAND, before tne adontion o1 sne 
resolution, wished to present the report of the mi- 
nority of that committee on the other branch nf the 
subject referred to that committee. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired of the Cuair, 
(there being two special orders,) which took prece- 
dence, and whether the civil and diplomatic bill did 
not, as a matter of course, override and postpone 
the special order relating to the printing. 

The CHAIR replied that Speaker STEVENSON 
had decided that the special order first made took 
priority. The subject of printing was the first 

ial order, and would therefore take precedence. 

Mr. R. GARLAND again presented his report 
from the minority. 

Mr. CONNER objected to the reception of the 
report from the minority, until the chairman of the 
committee should be present, and make the report 
of the committee. Jt would be very irregular to 
receive the views of the minority, until it was 
done. He had no objection, further than that it 
would be unprecedented, until the majority’s report 
was received. The chairman gave notice, on yes- 
terday, that he would be prepared to report to-day, 
and he hoped the subject would be delayed till he 
was present. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE protested against all the 
proceeding, as out of order, white the resolu'ion of 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Jones] was 
pending. 

Mr. BLACK, at this stage of the proceeding, 
made his appearance, and said, when the subject 
came up, he was prepared to report. 

The CHAIR inquired of the gentleman whether 
he wished to make the repott. 

Mr. BLACK said he was under the~impression 
that the appropriation bill took precedence. 

The CHAIR informed him otherwise. f 

Mr. LEET said if both branches of the commit- 
tee were prepared to report, he wou'd suggest that 
both reports be received, and ordered to be printed; 
and that the question be then taken on the resolu- 
tion to postpone. Accordingly, 

Mr. BLACK, chairman of the committee, re- 
ported the views of the majority; which was or- 
dered to be printed. . 

Mr. GARLAND of Lovisiana, from the same 
committee, reported the views of the minority, ac- 
companied by a bill. a 

Mr. DROMGOOLE objected to the minority re- 
porting any bill; they bad no right by the rules to 
do so—it was enprecedented. 

Mr. R. GARLAND intimated that he would 
withdraw the bill, and present a series of resolu- 
tions, to effect the same object, to aceompany the 
report. 

Mr. BLACK said the commit'ee had authorized 
no bill to be reported; and he objected to it as unu- 
sual and irregular. 

The report was received and ordered to be 
printed; bat the bill accompanying it was under- 
stood not to be received; but by courtesy ordered 
to be printed. ; 

The resolution offered by tbe chairman of Ways 
and Means (Mr. Jones, of Va.) to postpone the 
subject, having been read, 

Mr. RUSSELL hoped that the subject could be 
so modified as not 10 have the special order ope- 
rate to postpone the private business on Friday and 
Saturday. 

Mr. J. W. JONES said he would be willing to 
agree to asimple postponement of the special or- 
der, which would require but a majority; but he 
had no desire to put the subject on a different foot- 
ing than that which it had already occupied before 
the House. 

Mr. R. GARLAND said he would object to the 
resolution, if it changed the question from a special 
order. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was agreed to without a count. — 

Mr. J. JOHNSON of Virginia asked leave to 
submit a report from the Committee of Accounts, 
in relation to the accounts of Langtree and O'8ulli- 


took up the civil and diplomatic appro 
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van. He said that all is members, with the ex- . 
ception of one, had concurred in the report; and 
nát a minority report would be presented to the 
Honse. 

Mr. WISE objected. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved a suspension of the 
rules, and the question was taken by count; and 
there being ayes 79, noes 40, and no quorum 
voting, 

Mr. BELL said he presumed the object of the 
chairman was to get the report printed, and that it 
would not give rise to debate. 

Mr. JOHNSON replied that the report was a vo- 
lam inous one, and that debate would not take place 
until its contents were known to the House. The 
object was merely to let both reports be received, 
and have them printed. He presumed there could 
be no debate on a motion to print. 

Mr. WISE gave notice that he would debate it 
the moment it touched the Cierk's table. 

Mr. PETRIKIN als) gave notice that he would 
debate it. 

Mr. JOHNSON again moved a suspension of 


| the rules, and called for the yeas and nays on that 


motion; which were ordered, and were—ayes 128, 
nays 28. 

So the rules were suspended, and 

Mr. JOHNSON sent the report to the CHAIR; 
and asked that it be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York said the House 
would see, by the minority report, that the Com- 
mittee of Accounts was required. by the resolution 
of — March, to inquire into the qualification of, and 
the prices paid fir, the stationery furnished to the 
House by Langtree and O'Sullivan, and contrast 
them with those of the stationery furnished tothe 
Senate, and to send for persons and papers. Mr. 
J. said, by referring to the minority report, it would 
be seen that the committee had refused to do so. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the report be re- 
commitied to the Committee of Aceounts, with ad- 
ditienal instructions to eaquire and report to this 
House, : 

1. Whether the pricee paid by the Cuxax of this 
House for stationery, isa reasonable price, when 
compared with what stationery can be 
for from other persons, of like quality. 

2.. Whether the stationery is not of an inferior 
kind, when compared with the stationery purchased 
for this Huuse at the last two sessions of Congress. 

3. Whether any allowance was asked by the 
Crean, either in writing or verbally, for the dif- 
ference in exchange between Philadelphia and 
New York; and, if any, how much? 

4. Whether any payment has been made by. the 
CLerx to the contractor, in advance, on his con- 
tract, or the auditing of his account by the com- 
mittee? 

Mr. EVERETT called for the reading of the 
reports. A 
Mr. WISE wanted to know how much of the 
report was the werk of the committee, and how 
much was the work of the officer whore accounts 
vee to be investigated, and hoped it would be 

read. 

The reports having been partially read through, 
and the morning hour, to which the suspension of 
the rules applied, having expired, 

Mr. J. W. JONES called for the orders of the | 
day; before passing to which, however, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol 
lowing communications, which were appropriate- 
ly disposed of : 

1. From the Treasury Department, containing a 
statement of the expenditures and estimates of the 
Treasury building, and the Patent Office. 

2. From the War Department, in relation to the 
claims of Tennessee volunteers. 

3. From the Treasury Department, containing 
the amount of receipts under the treaty of indem- 


` pity with France, and the dividend or per centage 


payable on each cate. k 
_ 4. Depositions in relation to the New Jersey elem 
tion. 
The House then resolved itself into a Com 


i in the chair,) and 
mittee of the whole, (Mr Cassy in the priation 


bill. 
“Mr. STANLY being entitled v0 the floor, rpoke, 


the purport of which may be judged of by the re- 


ly of ` 

? Mir. STEENROD, who said he wished to make 
a single remark by way of reply to the gentleman 
from North Carolina, in relation to his charges 
against Judge Tappan. He was not present at the 
time and place when the conversation was said to 
have taken place between the Judge and Collier, 
therefore he c:uld nct speak of that. But he wish- 
ed to say that he had some knowledge of Judge 
Tappan, having been intimately acquainted with 
him for several years, aad associated with him in the 
practice of law fora long period. He had again 
‘and again conversed with him on the subject, and 
he would inform the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina that he had heard Judge Tappan as repeatedly 
denounce and ridicule the Abolitionists. He (Mr. 
6.) would not have intruded upon the time 
‘of the committee, if he had not believed that 
the gentleman from North Carolina was doing in- 
justice to the respected Senator from Ohio. He 
thought that, knowing what he did of the sentiments 
of the Senator, it would be unkind for him to re- 
main silent and hear him denounced. If the gentle- 
man from North Carolina wished to obtain an 
accurate knowledge of the opinions of Judge Tap- 
pan on the question of Abolition, let him read the 
letter written by him in answer to certain interro- 
gatories put to him by a committee previous to his 
election, and when he was a candidate for Senater. 
The gentleman would find that, on that occasion, 
Judge Tappan had taken Similar ground. 

Mr. WISE asked where the Jeter was, and 
whether, in the letter, Judge Tappan had taken the 
position that slavery was unconstitutional. 

Mr. STEENROD was understood to reply that 

Judge Tappan had taken the ground that slavery 
in the abstract was an evil; but that the Federal! 
Government had no right to interfere with it. Mr. 
S. then adverted to the recent conduct of Mr. Tap- 
pan in refusing to present Abolition petitions in the 
„Senate, and asked where there was another man, 
coming froma non-slaveholding State, who had 
done the same. Yes, he would ask, where was the 
man from beyond Mason and Dixon’s line, who 
had taken such high ground on the Abolition ques- 
tion as that Senator? And yet, notwithstanding all 
this, the gentleman from North Carolina has 
chosen to attack him. 

Mr. S. subsequently said, that until this sessien 
he ha 1 never heard -of the conversation which was 
said to bave taken place between Judge Tappan 
and Collier; but he would repeat, that he had again 
and again conversed with Judge Tappan on the 
gnbiect of Abolition, when the latter had invariably 
denounced anl ridiculed the conduct of the fana- 


ucs. 

‘Mr. WISE said that he had published an ad- 
dress to his constituents, in which he had taken the 
ground that the testimony of Collier and others of 
Obio was true; bat if his celleague controverted 
that testimony, he was willing to retract that which 
had been fonnded upon it. Btthe would say that 
the truth of the testimony in question was vouched 
to him by respectable gentlemea. They had stated 
asafact that Judge Tappan did deride and ridi- 
cule fanaticism, and Collier says so-teo; but io 
what manner? Collier says that Judge Tappan de- 
tided the <Abolitionists because they employed 
peaceable means, and that he had said if the ne- 
groes wanted arms and knives to cut the throats of 
‘ther masters, he would furnish them. Also, that 
when asked if he were standing on the banks of the 
Ohio, and witnessed a servile insurrection, whether 
he would help to suppress it, he said “No, by 
G—4¢;” and that if he had a son that would do it, he 
wonuld disinherit him. 

Mr. STEENROD was understood to say that he 
-would reply when he replicd to the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Stan.y,] but after Mr. STAN- 
LY had finished, he was prevented from doing 


so by 
. Mr. DAWSON, who obtained the floor, and said 
he did not rise to discuss the bill now under consi- 
deration; if he were to atiempt to do so, aecording 
to the manner of debate, it would be out or order. 
Bot he rose for the purpose of making an effort to 
draw the committee to the consideration of the bu- 


siness of the-countly now legitimately before the 


committee. 
committee on this bill, bat the subject which had 
been discussed during that time was the Presiden- 
tial question. 


cuss the Presidential question. 
do this, and would be glad to do it. If there was any 
particular item which should be rejecied, they cou!d 
enlighten the-country on the subject of appropria- 
tions in the diseussion which might take place on it. 
Bat let us make these appropriations. The Govern- 
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The House had been five days in 


The State of Ohio first led off in the 
irrelevant and unjustifiable course of debate on 
this bill, but we had nothing to do with either with 
Gen. Harrison or Abolitionism here. Let the gentle- 
man from North Carolina confine his remarks to 
the bill before the committee, and leave other ques- 
tions to-be decided at their proper time. If the 


- gentleman from North Carolina objected to any 


item of the bill, let him point it out, so that it might 
be considered. But, in his opinion, the character 
of General Harrison had been sufficiently descanted 
upon. The course this debate had taken was in- 
compatible with the public interest, and with their 
character as members of a legislative body. 

He considered the character of Major General 
William Henry Harrison as ably defended from 
the imprudent attacks made upon him by his ene- 
mies. He, for one, confessed that his opinion of 
General H. had been vastly changed by the dis- 
cussion. Mr. D. said the question of Abolition 
had also been improperly introduced into the de- 
bate, in relation to the principles of men with whom 
we have nothing to do. He considered that this 
question of President-making, and the reciprocal 
charges of Abolition, had been fairly (discussed. 
Five months of the session had elapsed, and they 


and now (said Mr. D.) let us come forward and 


do the business of the country, and then we can go. 


before the people in our districts, and there dis- 
He, for one, would 


ment had called for them, and must have them. 
Let us make them, and the responsibility must rest 
upon the Government for their proper disburse- 
ment. He did not intend, when he rose, to say 
one word to give offence to any gentleman who 
had taken part in the discussion. He considered 
that those with whom he was associated, had 
acted-entirely on the defensive. He would not 
discuss the bill at this time; but he would probably 
do so at another time; and would thea discuss the 
particular proposition before the House. 

Mr. GRAVES replied in opposition to the views 
of the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Dawson.] 
He entered his protest on the sort of criticism used 
by that gentleman. 

Mr. MARVIN did not rise to make a speech on 
the bill, but to make some brief remarks on the 
strange course this debate bad taken. They were, 
as he understood,-in Committee of the Whole on 
the bill making appropriation for the civil asd 
diplomatic expenses of the Government. On the 
first day of the debate, he had listened with atten- 
tion, expecting to hear nothing but what had some 
reference to the bill. But, to bis great surprise, in 
the midst of the debate, an entirely foreign subject 
was introduced, and an atlack made in reference 
to the opinions of one of the candidates for the 
Presidency. What had the Presidential question 
to do with the subject before the committee? He 
appealed to his Southern friends, without distinc- 
tion of party, whether it was proper that an Aboli- 
tion debate should spring up, day after day, when, 
by their vote, they had previously decided that this 
subject should not be introduced or discussed in any 
shape whatever. 


They had determined, some time ago, that the | 
subject of Abolition should in no way be discussed, | 


yet, day after day, members were reading from 
Abolition papers, to prove that somebody is or is 
not in favor of, or opposed to Abolition. He could 
not understand what this had to do with the bill an- 
der consideration. 

In the early part of the debate, the gentleman 
from Ohio had made some remarks in relation to 
the price of labor, the currency, etc. and had sta- 
ted that there was no distress in the country except 
among speculators: At that time he did wish an 
opportnnity to reply, that he might correct that 
erroneous statement, and convince the gentleman 


that that distress existed among others, besides spe-. 


| drawn into 
bad about two months and a halfto do business; ' whatever with the legitimate business before them. 
‘| The debate was one of that nature, and urged by 


culaters; also, of telling him that Mr. Van Bu- 
ren, the leader of his party, had given his cognovit 
that there was general distress through the land. 

But the least reflection would show we had a 
great amount of important business to transact be- 
fore oar adjournment. For himself, he desired to 
go home in June, and did not wish to remain 
through the hot weather until the fall, and then per- 
haps without doing the business before them. He 
was therefore strongly desirous that gentlemen 
should confine themselves to the real and direct 
questions before them, and restrajn this upparal- 
leled latitude of debate. Let gentlemen take one 
thing at a time, and pass upon it; then they would 
act with some intelligence. 

He was aware it was very difficult to lay down 
any general rule by which their deliberations might 
be controlled; but each member, and each indivi- 
dual“must be the judge of what course it would be 
best to pursue. There was a feeling in the House 
like this: a member would get up, and, in the 
course of debate, would say something, or make 
some charge against a po'itical opponent. He 
would be called to order; but his friends would 
say to the other parly, “What; are you afraid to 
have the qualifications of your candidate consi- 
dered?” Cries would then arise of, "go on,” 
“go ony? and thus imperceptibly, they were 
a debate having no connection 


this feeling. Members had gone on contisually in 
making politieal charges, and replying to them 
from day to day, until they had nearly lost sight of 
the bill. He thought there was much good sense 
in the remark of the gentleman from Georgia, in 
reference to the improper introduction of the Presi- 
dential question, in this debate, It appeared to. 
him that members did not properly apprecia'e the 
intelligence of the people of this country. All 
these Abolition papers, from which extracts had 
been made, were published all through the country, 
and had been read by their constituents, and those 
constituents were fully able to form their own judg- 
ment on the questions involved. If the people 
should choose to elect Harrison, they would do so 
notwithstanding all the speeches made in Congress. 
Mr. M. concluded by entreating members of both 
parties to leave the Presidential question to be set- 
tled by the people, while they transacted the great 
mass of legislative business piessing with so much 
urgency upon them. - ~ 

Mr. OGLE obtained the floor, and wished to call ` 
the attention of the committee to the amendments 
-which he should offer to the bill under considera- 
tion, in rešpect to the salaries of the Ministers to 
Russia, Austria, Prussia, Spain, and Mexico; and 
salaries of Secretaries of Lgation, Chargés, ex- 
penses of missjons abroad, the salary paid to the 
signer of patents, &c.; and, after a few remarks, 
moved that the committee rise. 

And, on the question being taken, resulted—ayes 
55, noes 47, no quorum voting; but a majority / 
having decided, ie 
__ The committee rose and reported progress. ~ 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House adjourn, 

Mr. PETRIKIN here t ok exception to the report 
of the chairman of the Committee on. the state of 
the Union. He raised a point of order whether it 
was not the duty of the chairman to report that the 
committee found itself without a quorum. 

Mr. BRIGGS said a majority of the committee 
had agreed to rise, and did nct authorize its chair- 
man to report the fact of there being no quorum. 

Mr. PETRIKIN did not press his point of order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded the yeas and 
nays on the motion to adjourn; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 49, nays 68. 

So the House refused to adjourn. No quorum 
voted; but 7 

The SPEAKER said there was evidently a 
quorum present. ` 

Mr. DROMGOOLE iken withdrew his motion 
for a call of the House, and 

The House then again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Casey in the chair) and resumed the consideration 
of the civil and diplomatic bill, 


“Mr. DROMGOOLE made some remarks in rela- 
tion to confining the discussion on this bill to the 
patticular portions immediately under considera- 
tion. 

Mr. OGLE then resumed the floor, and moved 
to strike ont the appropriation for repairs of the 
furniture in the Presidents House, &c. 

The CHAIR decided that it was not in order to 
move the amen iment until the clause to which it 
related was reached, but tbat the bill generally was 
open for debate. ; 

Mr. OGLE then spoke at some length in relation 
ta the furniturein the President’s House; and, in 
the course of his remarks, referredto the follow- 

e ing paragraph, which appeared in the Grobe of 
yesterday, copied from a Northern paper, viz: 

k “Mr. Andrews, a good Whig member from Ken- 


tucky, who possesses all the blunt honesty which - 


characterizes the people of that State, whilst d ning 
with the President, observed a splendid service of 
gold plate upon the table, and taking one of the 
golden spoons in his hand, said to the President, 
‘Mr. Van Buren, if you will let me take this spoon 
to Kentucky, and show it to my constituents, I wi!l 
promise not to make use of any other argument 
against you—this will be enough.’ ” 

“When articles like this are circulated through 
the Federal press, and regarded as second only to 
log cabins and hard cider, it may be deemed ex- 
casable to say, that the gold plates, spoons, knives 
and forks, which have figured so largely of late in 
the Opposition papers, are the same which the Pre- 
sident found in the White House when he took 
possession; that the plates, instead of gold, are 
simple china, purchased in Mr. Monrce’s time— 
the spoons, knives and forks, (neither of which are 

, gold,) procured, itis believed, during each of the 
administrations of Monroe, Adams, and Jackson, 
having received no additions or improvements from 
Mr. Van Buren.” 

Mr. OGLE was commenting on the above, and 
was understood to deny the truth of the comments 
of the Globe, when he was interrupted by 

Mr. ANDREWS, who asked the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to yield the floor to him to make an 
explanation. Mr. A. stated that some weeks since 
he bad heard that such a publication as the one 
just read from the Globe was going the rounds of 
many of the Eastern papers. That it had not been 
his practice heretofore—nor did he intend, for the 
fature, to deviate from that practice—to notice 
the manner in which his name might be used in 
connection with newspaper publications er gossip 
of the day; but as the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania had referred to that publication, 
it was due to himself, as a gentleman, to say 
that no such conversation had taken place be- 
tween him and the President. It was true, 
that, with other gentlemen of the House, he 
had the honor to dine during the winter with 
the President, and it was due to truth and his owa 
sense of propriety and justice, to say that the Pre- 
sident treated him as a gentleman, and he trusted 
that it had ben his fortune to treat the President 
in like manner. : 

Mr. OGLE resumed his remarks and eulogized 
the character of General Harrison; but, before con- 
clading, gave way to 

Mr. COOPER of Pensylvania, who moved 
that the committee rise; which motion ‘was agreed 
to, and the committee rose; and 

The SPEAKER having resumed the chair, the 
chairman of the Commitiee on the state of the 
Union, reported progress on the bill, and asked 
leave to sit again; which leave was granted; after 
which, ; 

On motion of Mr. RANDOLPH, 

The House adjourned. 


. IN SENATE, 
Wennespay, April 15, 1840. 
The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Van Burn 
his private secretary: À 
To the Senate of the United States: 

It ansmit a copy of a convention for the adjust- 
ment of claims of citizens of the United States upon 
the Government of the Mexicana Republic, for such 
legislative action on the part of Congress as may 
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be necessary to enable me to carry the engagements} 
of the United States under the convention inio full: 
effect. M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, April 15, 1840. i 

Which was referred to the Committee on Fò 
reign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of inhabi- 
tants of the town of Dubuque, in the Territory of | 
Iowa, remcnstrating against the passage of a bill to 
amend the act for laying off Dubuque, and other 
towns in Wiskonsin-and lowa; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. Y. also presented the memorial of citizens of 
Dekalb county, Illinois, praying that the punish- 
ment of William L. Mackenzie may be mit gated; 
which was ordered to be printed, and laid on the 
table. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of the 
widow of James Howard; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of the State of Michigan, pray- 
ing for a miigation of punishment in the case of 
William L. Mackenzie; which was ordered to be 
transmitied to the President of the United States. 

Mr. ANDERSON presented the memorial of 
Messrs. H. Langtry and B W. Jenkins, praying 
indemnity for losses sustained by a contract for the 
supply of the Cherokees; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of ‘the 
representatives of Robert Moore; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memoral of the 
mayor and common council of Detroit, praying an 
act for the adjastment of titles to land in said city; 
which was relerred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted additional documents 
in rel.tion to the petition of Hill and Stalker; 
which were referred ta the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. KING, 

Ordered, That the heirs of William Fisher have 
leave to withdraw their papers presented at the se- 
cond sessicn of the 25th Congress. 

Oa motion by Mr. ROANE, it was 

Ordered, That the heir of Robert Watkins bave 
leave to withdraw his papers presented at the last 


session. 

Mr. BENTON offered.the following resolution, 
which was considered, and.agreed.to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary.of tbe Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate as scon as 
the information can be obtained, the amount of 
debentures issued at different ports bn ihe exporta- 
tion of refined sugars, duripg the tbree first months 
of the preseut year. Also, that he cause inquirjes 
to be made to ascertain whether any of that de- 
scription of sugar caled “bastard,” is exported for 
drawback as sugar refined, and report the facts to 
the Senate. Also, that he report to the Senate the 
amount of duty payable on imported brown sugars, 
during the year 1840. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following motion, 
which was considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to send to the Senate the report, if yet 
made, of Mr. Owen on the geology and mineralo- 

of the Territory of Iowa. 

Mr. WILLIAMS submitted the following mc- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Reso'ved, That the Commitee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing fur the settlement and payment of the 
claims of the State of Maine for services of her 
mili ia in the protection of the Northeastern frontier 
of the United States in the year 1839. 

Mr. W. also presented sundry documents in con- 
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Mr. P. also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of Wiliam 


| Tracy. 


| Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 

reported a bill to amend an act entitled an act re- 
' gulating passenger ships and vessels; which, by 
; unanimous consent, was considered as in Cummit- 
j tee of the Whole, and ordered to be engross*d fora 
: third reading. [This bill enacts that the law shall 
| not apply to steam vesels running between Nova 
| Scotia and ports of the United States, or between 
Texasand ports of the United States J 

Mr. KING, from the Committee cn Commerce, 
to which various communications on the subject 
were referie |, reported a b:ll!o authorize the Se- 
i cretary of the Treasury to procure steam vesseis 
: for the revenue service; which was read, and cr- 
' dered to a s cond reading. [The bill author.zes the 
purchese or con‘truction of three steam vesse's: 
| one for the waters of Lake Erie and the upper 
` Jakes; and for the Atlantic and one for the Gulf 
coast.] 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Eliza A. Mel- 
lon, made. an adverse report thereon; which was 
| ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. STURGEON gave notice that to-morrow 
| he would ask leave to bring in a bill altering the 
time of holding the terms of the Federal courts in 
Western Pennsylvania. 

The various unfavorable reports from eommit- 
| tees on the Secretary’s table, were considered and 


concurred in. ' 
| SPECIAL ORDER. 
| The till making grants of public lands to certain 
| States for purposes of internal improvement, wag ° 
| taken up, and 

Mr. NORVELL explained at some length the 

| provisions of the bill, and advocated its passage. 

Mr. MERRICK opposed the bill, and moved its ; 
recommitment to the Committee on Public Lands, ' 
with instructions so to amend it as to make an 
equal grant to all the States in the Union. 

The motion to recommit was discassed by 
Messrs. WALKER, MERRICK, CLAY of Ben- 
tucky, and NORVELL, when, on motión of Mr. 
N. it was laid on the table. / 

| LAWS OF NATIONS. 

‘The resolutions submitted on the 4th of March 

i by Mr. Catwoun, as amended by the Committee on 

_ Foreign Relations, were taken up, and were re d, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That a ship or a vesel on -the hig 
seas, in time of peace, engaged ina lawful voyage, 
is, according to the laws of nations, under the ex- ^ 
clusive jurisdiction of the State to which her flag 
belongs; as much s0 as if constituting a part of its 
own domain. 

Resolved, That if such ship or vessel should be 
forced by stress of weather, or other unavoidable 
cause, into the port, and under the jurisdiction ofa 
friendly power, she and her cargo, and persons on 
| board, with their property, and all the rights be- 
longing to their personal relations, as established 
by the laws of the State to which they belong, 
would be placed under the protection which the 
| laws of nations extend to the unfortunate under 
: such circum-tances. 

Resolved, That the brig Enterprise, which was 
forced unavoidably by stress of weather into Port 
i Hamilton, Bermuda island, while on a lawfal voy- 
age. on the high seas from one port of the Uaicn to 
another, cemes within the principles embraced in 
the foregoing resolutions; and that the seizure and 
detention of the negroes on board by the local au- 
thority of the island, was an act in violation of the 
laws of notions, and highly unjust to our own citi- 
zens to whom they belong. 


nection with the above; which were referred te the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Cummittee on the Li- 
brary, reported a joint resolution for the relief of 
Langtree and O’Sullivan; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill to relinquish to the 
State of Indiana the title of the United States to 
eight actes of land; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. : 


. 


ginally drafted, be 


Mr. CLAY said that, with respect to the general 
principles contained in the resolutions, as that the 
flag should protect its vessels on the high seas, 
| therecould beno doubt. It wasthe common high- 
: way of nations, and vessels under their flags were, 
| to all intents and purposes, protected by them. On 
' the high seas no nation had exclusive jurisdiction. 

As the resolutions were anme hed kar e 

i t correct; , a8 OT 
mittee, they were ao y oe ia i e the princi- 


| ples set forth. He could not think that ip the.port 
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of a foreign power, when the flag was consequently 
under a particular j urisdiction, that its protection 
was as great and unrestricted as when the vessel 
was at sea. 

He had risen, however, not to discuss the prin- 
ciples contained in these resolutions, but rather to 
inquire what good could result, what benefit was 

roposed, by their introduction at the present time. 
As he was called upon merely to express an affir- 
mative opinion, he should vote for the resolutions 
as amended; but the question was whether it was a 
subject upon which the Smate should b= called to 
act. What was the use to be made of the ques- 
tion? If a negotiation were pending, it might exercise 
some influence; but in the present case, where that 
was precluded in language so strong by Lord Pal- 
merston: as to forbid the expectation of a resump- 
tion of the negotiation, he saw no utility in the 
adoption of the resolutions. 

He thought a too frequent use of the expressions 
of epinions on subjects merely abstract, by a body 
of such high and grave authority as the Senate, 
would havea tendency to bring our opinions into 
disrepute. 

Mr. CALHOUN said it was not his impression 
that there was much difference between the resolu- 
tions, as they originally stood, and as now amend- 
ed. The chairman had showed him the amend- 

ments, before they had been acted en by the com- 
mittee, and he had, without hesitation, assented to 
them; not because he thought them an improve- 
ment, but simply because he understood that some 
of the mem bers of that committee desired the change. 
He looked only to the substance and the conclusion, 
and cared but little about the mere phraseology. -It 
was a point of too little importance to dwell on. 
He must say, that he had heard the remarks of the 
Senator with pain. He had hoped, on this ccca- 
siop, to have his zealous support. He yet hoped 
to have his vote. The princip'e involved is one of 


rofound interest, especially to the portion of the - 


nion he represented; and it was on that convic- 
tion he had offered them. 
it is impossible to say what may result from the 
grounds assumed by the British Minister. Viewed 
practically, it was a question of no small magni- 
tude. Cases of the kind must be constantly occur- 
ring; unless, indeed, the increased hazard from this 
new danger should have the effect of closing the in- 
tercourse by sea between the Southern Atlantic ports 
and these of the Gulf, so far as our slave 
property is corcerned. „lf to this be added the in- 
jury done to our citizens, in refusing compensation 
for property seized and detained contrary to justice 
and hones'y, and the dangerous principle on which 
the refusal is placed, the Senator ought not to be 
surprised, or have any difficulty in accounting for 
the introduction of these resolutions. 
He admits there would have been no improprie- 
ty in introducing them,. had there been a pending 
negotiation; but thinks there is, because the Bri- 
tish Minister had closed the door of negotiation. 
He (Mr. C.) took the very opposite view. Pending 
the negotiation, and before the decision was known, 
the propriety of a movement of the kind would, to 
say the least, be doubtful; but now that it has been 
made, and justice refused, silence would have been 
construed into an abandonment of the claim of our 
"citizens, and an acquiescence in the dangerous 
principle on which it was rejected. It was to re- 
pel such inference, that he desired to take the sense 
of the Senate. If the resolutions should receive 
the vote of the body, it would keep alive the elaim, 
and, what was stil more important, rebut any in- 
_ ferred abandonment of the principle on which 
it rests. He hoped ‘that it never wou'd te sar- 
rendered. Justice was on our side, and if 
we cannot succeed in establishing it now, there 
is no reason why we may not hereafter. 
He trusted that the strong expression cf 
opinion by the Senate, which he this day 
anticipated, would rouse an attention to the 
subject, that might lead to a happy termination of 
a contioversy which could not te safely kept open. 
Be that asit may, it isour duty to maintaio our 
ground. If we now yield—if the Senate should re- 
fuse to act on the resolutions, or vote them down, 
we surrendér both right and principle. 
‘He would appeal to the Senate,and ask if it is 


Looking to the future, - 
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ready to say that the rights of the South to the great 
mass of its property, that which enters so deeply 
into.their political and social institutions, and on 
the maintenance of which, not only their wea'th and 
prosperity, but peace and safety depend, shall be 
outlawed and placed beyond the pale of protection? 
Is it prepared to distinguish between this and every 
other description of property, so as to leave this 
alone undefended? ‘The British Minister acknow- 
ledges that compensation ought to be made for 
every other description under similar circumstances, 
and places the distinction between this and 
others, on ground fatal to its existence, if it be ad- 
mitted. Is she righ? That is the question; and 
are you ready to say so, by your votes? If so, it 
is time we should know it; and if not, you should 
speak out plainly and distinctly. 

He had not supposed that there was a member 
of the body that would be embarrassed by the re- 
solutions; on the contrary, he had hoped that all 
would have been pleased wih the opportunity, ia 
a case so strong and clear, of recording their votes 
in our favor—to stand by uson this great ques- 
tion, in which we are particularly concerned, as 
we have stood by them on a recent occasion 
where they were, 

It is a proud recollection for the South, that she 

never haltzd to count the cost or danger, when 
the in‘erest of any portion of tke Union, the 
most remote, called for defence. This is the first 
difficulty with Great Britain, in which we have 
been immediately interested. The war of the Re- 
volution originated ia causes much more Northern 
than Southern; and still more strikingly was that 
the case in the last war. Did we hesitate in either? 
No; the generous South, ever devoted to the liberty 
and honor of the country, and true to its engage- 
ments, poured out freely her means, in blood and 
money, for the common cause,without asking whe- 
ther she was to be the gainer or loser. What he 
asked, was, that the same zealous and ardent sup- 
port that we have extended to other portions ef the 
Union, shou!d now be extended to us on this occa- 
sion. 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky observed that he would 
not have advised the introdaction of the resolu- 
tions, though there was not a man in the Senate or 
the country more ready to defend our rights by all 
the means which God and natare bad given us, in 
reference to that particular species of property 
which the Senator alladed to. He thought, how- 
ever, that prudence and discretion should admo- 
nish us not too often to throw before the world 
questions in relation to it. Who could believe 
that Great Britain, because she has refused to make 
compensation for the slaveson board the wrecked 
ve:sel which her colonial authorities had liberated, 
would interrupt or interfere with our coasting 
trade? Who could believe that she would assail 
such a description of property as that on board 
that vessel? Let her show such a purpose, and, his 
word for it, there would be but one feeling on the 
subject throughout the whole country. But what 
would the Senator propose but war for the redress 
of this injury, since all negotiation on the subject 
was at an end? Was that such an open, undis- 
guised attack upon us as to justify such a measure? 
A vessel, pursuing her voyage from Norfolk to 
Charleston, is cast away on one of the Bahama 
islands, and the slaves on board, having been 
brought up before the authorities there on a habeas 
corpus, are liberated. Here, whatever the British 
Government had done, was involuntary. She had 
not gone out of het way to attack us with regard 
to this deseription of property. If she had dene so, 
the Senator from South Carolina wou!d not be in 
advance of him im resisting her. But in this case, 
the vessel was cast away in a storm on one of the 
British islands, and the slaves on board having 
been liberated by the authorities of that island, on 
a habeas corpus, she will neither surrender them nor 
make compensation for them. Though there was 
a material difference between the resolution as it 
originally stood, and as it was now amended, yet, 
inasmuch as it contained truths, he should vote for 
it, thougs he regretted its introduction. 

Mr. CALHOUN. He had said nothing that 
could justify the Senator in accusing him of im- 
puting to the British Government hostile or im- 
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proper motives, nor that could lead to the belief 
that there was danger she would seize our vessels 
at sea, with the view of liberating slaves on board. 
He did not suppose that she is about to turn buc- 
canier, and plunder our coasting trade; but her de- 
cision will interdict nearly as effectually the inter- 
course by sea between one half of this Union and 
the other, as to the greatest and most valuable por- 
tion of the property of the South, as if she were to 
send out cruisers against it. The voyage was a 
most dangerous one. The Bahama group of 
islands extends for nearly two hundred miles along 
the eastward of Florida, at an average distance of 
not more than fifty miles, with a strong current, 
running many miles an hour, sweeping through it, 
and beset with dangers from innumerable shoals 
and keys. Through this dangerous channel, sub- 
ject to storms, the vast intercourse tetween the 
Western and Atlantic cities passes by sea. Num- 
berless wrecks occur annually. It was estimated 
many years ago, when the intercourse was far less, 
that the loss annually from that cause, was more 
than half a million cf dollars. To this danger is 
now superadded, in the case of slave property, 
plunder by seizure and detention on the opposing 
and inhospitable shore; thus virtually interdicting 
to that extent, this, the greatest of all our thorough- 
fares. It is to repel the inference of acquiescence 
in a decision leading to such consequences, ant 
resting on a principle still more dangerous, that he 
solicited the vote of the Senate. 

Mr. PORTER said: Mr. Paxsipent: I desire to 
do my duty in some form by recording a vote on 
these resolutions, and yet I am met by difficulties 
on both sides of the main question they present, 
which I frankly confess I am greatly embarrassed 
in attempting to surmount. 

I look first to the necessity and expediency of 
this species of preliminary action by the Senate 
on a subject of this magnitude and delicacy, which 
proposes to declare, in advance, the principles of 
the law of nations as applicable to slave property, 
thrown, by the act of Ged, within the jurisdiction 
of a country where slavery does not exist; and hav- 
ing arrived at the conclusion that such action is not 
expedient or necessary, I look, secondly, to the 
consequences which, in my humble judgment, ne- 
cessarily result from the adoption of these reso'u- 
tions, and which are by no means agreeable sub- 
jects of contemplaticn tome. These consequences 
I regard, sir, with an eye to the national honor 
only, which, in my view, cannot remain unsullied 
while the principle, as it is stated and applied in the 
last resolution, remains a silent record on your 
journal, unasserted, unvindicated, unacknowledged, 
unliquidated, by the demand and payment to the 
uttermost farthing of theisum claimed for the slave 
property on board the Enterprise, driven into the 
island of Bermuda. 

From the reading of the documents accompany- 
ing the special message of the President of the 25th 
January last, consisting of the correspondence be- 
tween Mr. Stevenson and Lord Palmerst-n, which 
was terminated by. an adjustment, on the part of 
the British Government, of the claims. for slaves 
wrecked on the Bahamas, on board the brigs Comet 
and Encomium, we are informed that the British 
Government has already refused to make compen- 
tion in the case of the Enterprise, on the ground 
that the latter vessel was thrown within British 
jurisdiction after the period when slavery was 
abolished throughout the British dominions, which 
objection was not applicable to the cases of the two 
former vessels. 

In the correspondence alluded to (of a regular 
diplomatic character) between the representatives 
of the two Governments, we find this principle 
distinctly and emphatically stated; and it is in the 
very teeth of this quasi ullimaium of the British 
Government on the question, and in reference to 
this very case of the Enterprise, that the last of 
these resolutions stands. Sir, I may mistake the 
effeot which necessarily results from its adoption; 
but to my mind it is a pledge to the claimants and 
to the world of a determination on the part of oar 
Government, so faras ths Senate is concerned, 
at least, to demand the adjustment of this already 
rejected claim. V:ewed in this light, profound as 
my deference is for the great abilities and eminent 


attainments of the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Catnoon } so signally developed ia 
his examination of this question, when these resolu- 
tions were before us for consideration previous to 
their reference to the Commitiee on Foreien Rela- 
tions, I confess it is to my mind beset with doubt 
and d.ficulty. : 
The right of the British Government to abol'sh 
slavery in her colonies, is admitted. And what are 
the consequences of the exercise of that right to the 
liberated slave? Does it not place him under the 
protection of British la vs, which give him the right, 
while he conforms to them, to demand, at all times, 


and ander al! circumstances, the enfranchisement | 


of his person? And is not this right eqaally sacred 
and inviolable, whether he be an alien, a den zen, 
or a native? for I know of no principle which de- 


prives bim of one or the other of these designa- | 


tions, even in the case of those wrecked in the En- 
terprise. British courts are cpen to him—the re- 
m:dy by habeas corpus, co-extensive with the 
range eí British law, is bis; and if it reaches him, it 
mast liberate him. 

The possession and enjoyment of every species 
of property is attended with its hazards. It is 
more or less exposed to destruction and loss, from 
the peculiarities that belong to it. The precarious 
tenure of slave property is peculiar to itself. It has 
Vitality, volition; and more, a human intellect to 
guide it—to prompt it to flight—to put forth the 
moral and physical resources and powers of man 
for its own defence and safety, and to defy efforts at 
recapture. The loss of this species of property by 
flight is, to my knowledge, immense; and when it 
r-aches within the limits of a foreign jurisdiction, 
pursuit not only c-ases, but the demand of restitu- 
tion is silent. What becomes, in this instance, 
thea, of the principle of national comity which 
gives to the subject or citizen of one country the 
tight to obtain, through the tribunals of another 
country, his property found there? I ean give no 
answer, where the escape is to a British jurisdic- 
tion, other than to say it is lost in the privileges 
aod immunities of the people of England, “whether 
aliens, denizens, or natives,” and I confess myself 
unable to discriminate between the right to demand 
restitution in sach a case, and in that of the Enter- 
prise, now before us, provided it appears that no 
act of violence has been committed by the British 
authorities, whereby this vessel- was brought into 
Port Hamilton. If it be the act of Providence 
which enables the slave to plant his foot on a soil 
which literates him in the one case, so itis in the 
other; and he is alike, in my judgment, property, 
subject to recapture and right of control er not, as 
much in the one as in the other, and no more. 

Bat it is said, in the language of the first of these 
resolutions, “that a ship or vessel on the high seas, 
in time of peace, engaged in a lawful voyage, is, 
according to the laws of nations, under the exclu- 
sive jarisdiction of the State to which her flag be- 
longs, as mach as if constituting a part of its own 
domain.” This is true, in so far as the vessel, per- 
sons on board, and cargo, are subject, properly, to 
admiralty and maritime jurisdiction; but I appre- 
head itis no farther “exclusive.” Common law 
rights, existing or arising on the high seas, either in 
respect to persons or property, are cognizable in 
the English common law courts, wherever they may 
be found; and I cannot conceive that any cther 
stricily civil injuries can arise there, than such as 
are of a transitory nature, in respect to jurisdic- 
tion. 

I; not personal liberty a common Jaw, as well 
as a nataral right, and does it not attach to every 
human being falling within the cognizance of British 
laws? When a British statute liberates a negro 
slave, does not the panoply of the common law 
cover him? And is the British Government pre- 
pared to admit, in violation of one of ils most 
cherished maxims for ages, that this law is, in any 
of its features, in contravention of the law of na- 
tions. 

Mr. President, it is from no spirit of fanatic zeal 
in the cause of negro emancipation, as it is now 
sought to be promoted in this country, by ‘private 
conventional means, tha! I make these suggestions, 
The Constitution and laws under whieh we live, 

give unquestioned protection to the enjoyment of 
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this species of property; and while the mutual obli- 
gations which bind together this con’ederacy of 
Sta'es exist as they now do, I will be one of the 
last to interfere with it, either in its possession or 
in its recaption, where the gight by law to recap- 
tion is given. But it cannot be enjoyed without 
the limi's of our own: jurisdiction, and I am un- 


williag, in this form, to place the country in an at- | 


titude in which national honor will demand the 
assertion of this right of recaption e'sewhere, and 
ina manner which may conflict with the local 
laws and jurisdiction of a foreign country. 
Slavery is a domestic institution with us, and all the 
principles of right in respect to it are well esta- 
blished and defined by the legislation of the States 
in which it prevails. There, under the guaran- 
tees of the Constitution of the United Stites, 
I wish to keep it. If it be an institution con- 
ferring benefits on the communities whose laws 
authorize it, be theirs the undisputed, unques- 
tioned right to the enjoyment of their benefits. 
If it be an evil, the fact will sooner or later de- 
velope itself, and theirs, and theirs only, will be 
the remedy. But, in the present State of the 
civilized world, I confess I deprecate any agitation 
of this subject, not called for by the necessity 
of immediate action, ca'culated to make it the 
foundation of international controversy. The rea- 
sons I will not dwell upon—still less will I venture 


to speak of the consequences of a national war. 


proceeding from such a ground of disagreement. 

Tt a's» occurs to me, sir, (and I throw ont the 
suggestion, as I have all others here advanced, 
with great diffidence,) that the adoption of these re- 
solutions would be premature, inasmuch ds there 
do not appear to have been any proceedings insti- 
tuted in the courts of Bermuda re:u'ting in a 
final judicial decision of the questions they present. 
If the principles they assume be s.und here, they 
must be sound there, for they are derived 
from the international code, according to the 
doctrines contended for, and the courts of dil 
civilized countries are bound by them. And if they 
be judic.ally inadmissible in respect to slave pro- 
perty in these couris, then the remedy is by legisla- 
tion or negotiation; and here I fear we shou.d be 
met, not. only by -obstacles founded in the very 
spirit of the British Constitution, but by others, 
equally formidable, arising from a natural repug- 
nance of the Eritish Government, to make the 
rights to slave property, exposed by casualty to 
the action of her tribunals, the subject of either, in 
the face of her recent policy of general emancipa- 
tion. 

For these reasons, erroneous though they may 
be, I joia with the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Cray,] in the expressions of regret 
that these resolutions have been presented for our 
action. Ihave not spoken to enlighten the Senate, 
for I am too consciors of my humble rank here to 


“hope todoso, or with the expectation that I shall 


be sustained by a single voice; bit merely to ex- 
plain the difficulties under which I labor in my 
own mind, and in justification of the motion I now 
make, (thus going one step further than my dis- 
tinguished friend) that these resoluticns be laid on 
the table. 

The question was then taken on Mr. P's motion 
to Jay en the table, and it was decided in the nega- 
tive—yea 1, nays 33, as follows: 

YEA—Mr. Porter—1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crftienden, Cuthbert, 
Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Lian, Lumpkin, ‘Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, 
Surgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, ard Young 


—33. 

“Mr. BENTON wished to say a word befcre the 
vute was taken. He wished to show that not 
only the citizens of Southern States, were inte- 
rested in ihis matter, but also those of West- 
ern States, or those who wished to emigrate with 
their slavesto the West. Among the passengers 
in the Encomium, one of the vessels named in the 
debate on these resolutions, was Mr. Charles Al- 
len, a citizen of Missouri, who was return- 
ing from a Southern State with a few valuable 
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family slaves, which were taken from him by 
the authorities at Nassau. And although the 
owners of the other slaves have been compensa- 
ted, Mr. Allen’sclaim has been disallowed, because 
the British Consul stated that the slaves departed 
with him. Mr. Allen made due proof of the loss 
of his slaves by the act of the British authorities; 
but, notwithstanding this, he has been notified that 
he will receive no compensation. This is an addi- 
tional result of the principle avowed by the British 
Government, and an additional reason why we 
shou'd pass these resolutions. The certificate of a 
consul, given in a case where he can hardly know 
any thing of his own knowledge, is to deprive an 
American citizen of his property, and to counter- 
vail all other testimony. In this way all claims 
may be defeated. The conduct of the British Ge- 
vernment, Mr. B. said, was unjustifiable—a breach 
of the law of nations—and a wrong and indignity 
to the United States. She possesses islands lying 
in the Gulf of Mexico, in the very track of all our 
ships entering or departing from the gulf, and 
where tempests are frequent and shipwrecks fre- 
qu:nt. Ifan American vessel, thus passing from 
one part of the United States to another, is driven 
by the tempest into any of these islands, and has 
slaves on board, the British Government declares 
them free! and, in the case where she has paid for 
some of those slaves, others are refused on a con- 
sal’s certificate. This is unjustifiable, and we 
should so deciare it. 

The question then being taken,the resolutions were 
unanimously adopted, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dixon, 
Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Liar, 
Lumpkn, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Sturgeon, - 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, and Young—33. 

NAYS—None. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill in relation to the icom steamboat, the 
New Jersey; 

The bill for the relief of James Dutton; 

j The bill for the relief of Peier Warnder, of In- 
iana; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel White; and 

A bill to authorize the payment of invalid pen- 
sions in certain cases, 
were severalty read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief ef David Waller was ta- 
ken up as in Committee of the Whole, and, afier 
being considered, was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to revive and continue in force an act, 
entitled an act to provide for persons who were dita 


abled by known wounds received in the Revolu- 


tionary war, was taken up, and, after being dis- 
cussed by Messrs. PIERCE, PRENTISS, and 
KING, was, on motion of Mr: K. recommitted to 
the Committee on Penrions. 

The biil for the reduction and graduation of the 
price of the public lands, was taken up, and, after 
some remarks from Messrsi CLAY of Kentucky 
and CLAY of Alabama, it was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

Bill for the relief of John McCloud; 

Bill for the relief of William Jones; 

Bill for the relief of John S. Wilson, of Che — 
rokee county, Alabama; 

Bill for creatirg a new land district in the State 
of Missouri, and for changing the boundaries of 
the sou:hwestern and western land distric’s in said 
States; _ 

Bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to cause the reserved lead mines belonging 
to the United Sates in the several States and Fer- 
ritories to be sold as other public lands; 

Bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, and 
John Hill, Elizabeh Hill, and Samuel Hill, chil- 
dren and minor heirs-at-law of Samuel Hill, de- 
ceased; : 

Pitl for the relief of Jane Waller; 

Bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkansas, 
who lost their improvements in consequence of the 
treaty between the United States and the Choctaw 
Indians; . A 

Bill to revive an act authorizing certain soldiers 
in the late war to surrender the bounty lands drawy 
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by them, and to locate other lands in lieu thereof, 
and for o'her purposes. - 

Bill to authorize the inhabitants of township 8 
north, range 32 west, in the Sta'e of Arkansas, to 
enter a section of land in lieu of the 16th section 


in said townships under condition that the same is 
surrendered to the United States for military pur- 

OBES. 

Bill for the relief of Joseph Paxton; 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis Newman; 

B li respecting the heirs of Agnes Dundas; 

Ball to confirm to the State of Indiana the land 
selected by her for that portion of the Wabash and 
Erie canal which lies between the mouth of the 
T.ppecanoe river and Terre Haute, and for other 

urposes; 

Bill to authorize registers and receivers to ad- 
minister oaths required to be taken by purchasers 
of public land; : 
were severally considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. ; 

Bill fer the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh, and Co. 
was taken up, and, after being discussed by Messrs. 
CLAY of Alabama, LUMPKIN, DAVIS, KING, 
an! HUBBARD, without taking a question, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, April 15, 1840. 2 

Mr. STARKWEATHER, by permission, presented certain 
petitions from Robert Marshall. ; ; 

The CHAIR announced that the first business in order was 
ports of the Committee of Accounts, in relation to the 
contracis existing between Langtree and O'Sullivan with the 
Clack of the House, tor furnishing stationery, &c.; and the im- 
mediate question before the House was the motion to recommit 
the reports to the Committee on Accounts, with the following 
inxruetions: . 

1. Whether the prices paid by the CLERX of this House for 
stationery, iz a reasonable price, when compared with what 
stationery can be purch for from other persons of like 


a0 Whether ‘thé stationery is not of aninferior kind, when 
compated with the stationery purchased for this House at the 
last two sessions of Congress. 

3. Whether any allowance wasasked by the CLERK, either in 
writing or verbally, for the difference in exchange between Phi- 
ladelphia and New York; and, 1f any, how much? 

4. Whether any payment has been made by the CL3ark to 
the contractor, in advance, ` on his contract, or the auditing of 
his account by the committee? 

‘After a few words irom Messrs. JOIINSTON of New York 
and JAMES GARLAND, : i 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York obtained the floor, and moved 
the following as a substitute for the above instructions, viz: 
~ -fSirike out all after the word “moved,” in the first line, and 
insert the following: 

That the resolution which passed this House on the 4th day 
of Mareh last, upon the subject of stationery, and the reports 
thereon, and the other matters therein contained, be committed 
to a select committee, with additional instructions to inquire 
and Tepon tothe House: i 

1. Whether tho prices paid by the Clerk of this House for 
stationery are reasonable, when compared with prices for 
which stationery of the same quality could have been purchased 
of other persons than those of whom he purchased. 

2. Whether the stationery is not of an inferior quality, whea 
co npared with the stationery furnished this House at the last 
two sessions of Congress. 4 

3. In what mode or manner the Clerk has advanced or paid 
money to said Langtree, in relation te said stationery, the 
amounts paid, and the different times when paid; and that said 
committee have power to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York said he was willing that both 
reports should be printed, and take their ordinary course in the 
House. Gentlemen would see the inconsistency, the impro- 
priety, and the irate of recommitting the report to the 
same committee, who had had the matter under consideration 
for seven weeks, and had presented to the House the only re- 
suit ar which they were able to arrive. The power to send for 
persons and ponere was given to the committee, so that ali 

doubt might be dispelled in relation to the subject, and to prove 

the facta required by the resolution under which the committee 
hadacted. Mr. J. did not conceive that the duties of the com- 
mittee had been_ properly discharged, as they had refused to 
receive evidence, in subversion, of the resolution. The design 
of the mover of it had fallen to the ground. Mr. J. did not pro- 

æ to go into a discussion as to the'merits of the two reports 
which had been submitted. When it should become necessary 
he would do so. He hoped if there was to be a reference of the 
subject, that the good sense of the House would see the pro- 
priety of bending it toa select committee, and not to the com- 
mittee who had had it under consideration, there to remain seven 
weeks longer. 

Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON said he regretted that any thing 
should have occurred to make it neceasary for him to impose 
himaelf on the patience of the House, even for a single mo- 
ment. But standing in the relation he did, he considered it as 
due to himself and the majority of the committee, that he 
ghould make a very few remarks on the subject. Mr. J. then 
a verted to the circumstances under which the resolution of the 
3. of March had been adopted, inetructing the com nittee to 
make their report. It would be evident toall that the report 
was based on the instructions given by that resolution, and had 
been prepared after a patient and diligent investigation by the 
majority of the committee. He helieved the report contained 

a!l the facts contemplated by the resolution, and he would ask 
those gentlemen who were in favor ofa reference, to furnish the 
committee with something on which they could base their ac- 
tion. If any individual or individuals were to have charges 


, shoulder to shoulder, and labored for the public interests, under 
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referred against them, let the committee have those charges 
aid before them, and he would pledge his word that the majo- 
rity of the committee would not shrink from a full and rigid 
investigation. And he would embrace the opportunity to say, 
that if gentlemen contemplated making any charges against 
the Clerk of the House in relation to the manner in which he 
he had contracted for stationery, ete. he Mr. J. was authorized 
by that officer to say that he was very anxious foran inveati- 
gation into the manner in which he had performed his duties. 

Ifthe gentlemen from New Yoik an Penneylvania should 
succeed in their effort to refer this pubject back again to the 
committee, without any new matter whereon to base their re- 
port, they might be assured that the committee would arrive at 
no other result. 

But with reference to the CusrK of the House, the facis 
would appear that he had, in all his contracts, taken the utmost 
precaution to guard the interests of Government. With a 
view of showing this, he would send to the Clerk’s table the 
two resolutions of 1815 and 1827, under which the Cuerk had 
acted, and by which he had been governed in making the 
contracts. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. JOHNSON said it would be apparent to all, that, ‘under 
those resolutions, the CLER« was invested with full power to 
make all the contracts he had entered into. Under the former 
resolution, power was given to that officer to make contracts 
for any portion of stationery that he might deem necessary; 
and under the latter, he was directed to furnish such statior.e- 
ry as he might think proper for the House of Representatives. 

Now he, Mr. J. was no lawyer, nor would he undertake to 
enter into a legal debate beforea hundred and fifty lawyers; 
but he was guided by common sense, and he wou'd appeal to 
every member of the House whether the CLERK had not acted 
in accordance with the plain common sense meaning ofthe 
resolutions in question. In the resolution of 1827, the CLERE 
was directed to “furnish” stationery, etc. Now what was the 
meaning of the word “furnish?” Would gentlemen pretend to 
say that the word “furnish” implied that the Cier« should, 
with his own hands, and without the assistance of any other 

erson, perform ali the duties appertaining to hisoffice? Fer 
Instance; one of the duties was to compile a book. But would 
gentlemen require that the CLERK should actually go into the 
printing office and perform the work of a practical printer? 
Again; he was required to furnish fuel for the House; but 
would gentlemen insist that the CLERK should shoulder his 
axe, enter the forest, and become a wood-chopper? 

He wouldadvise the gentleman from New ork to be a little 
careful before he made accusations against the CLERK, and to 
pause while he was seeking ground of censure with an avidity 
equal to the bloodhounds o Florida. He would tell the gentle- 
man, however, that even the backwoodsmen were not to be de- 
spised, for he had known instances where back woodsmen had be- 
come Senators, and many a Mood: hopper had been appointed to 
places of trust and honor, le wou id also tell him him that 
he had known men inhabiting log cabins being aspirants 
for the first office in the gift ofthe people. 

After some debate ona point of order, - 

Mr. JOHNSON alluded to the practice of the former Clerk 
in the purchase of stationery. He reminded gentlemen that for 
some eight or ten years previous to the last Congress, the Clerk 
had been in the habit of purchasing direct! the stationery for 
the House. And what was the result? hy, said Mr. J. you 
fared infinitely worse. When the Committee on Accounta shall 
come to look, they will discover the startling fact, that now, in 
one of the committee rooms, is unavailable and useless station- 
ery piled up to the amount of some twenty-five or- twenty-six 
thousand dollars! This excess of stationery, under a resolution 
of the last Congress, had been sent to New York for the purpose 
of being sold; but when put up at auction, it was found that it 
would not fetch one-fourth the price it had cost; so it was Te- 
turned, and most of it remains on hand to this day. 

Now, with a knowledge of thes facts, was it not the duty of 
the CLERK to adopt some other mode of furnishing the statione- 
1y 60 as to avoid this Icss} Yes, it would be remembered that at 
the last session of Congressthe CLERK was admonished to adopt 
some other means. He accordingly entered into a contract for 
the furnishing of stationery of the best uality, at a moderate 
price, with a proviso that all which should not come up to the 
strict terms of the contract, should be returned. But another 
objection was, that the CLERK had made a tortiten contract. 
Now he would ask, was the CLERK to be blamed for having ta- 
ken the precaution of procuring a written agreement? Was he 
to be blamed far doing that which was done by every prudent 
man in the management of his private affairs? It appeared, 
however, that the act which was esteemed a virtue in private 


life, was a startling offence when practised by, an officer of the 


Government. 

Mr. J. said he had had the honor of serving on the Committee 
on Accounts during the last two or three Congresses. He had 
aseociated there with gentlemen of all political parties. He had 
had the honor of associating there with his namesake from Ma- 
ryland, and with the gentleman from Kentucky, who, as politi- 
cal partisans, disputed every inch of ground.” But never, till 
the commencement of this Congress, had that hydra headed 
monster, ‘‘party,”? been permitted to enter the committee room 
of the Committee on Accounts, Until this Congress, hé and his 
associates on that committee had Jooked above all part consi- 
derations, and, like good servants of the people, they ad put 


no other feelings than those dictated by friendship. He would 
that he could say the same now; but he could not. He had 
been told that soon after the meeting of the House at the present 
session, that ceriain gentlemen, not members of the committee, 
had attempted to raise a select committee to inquire 
into this very matter; and that, too, at a time when 
the standing committees had had no opportunity of mak- 
ing a report. He asked whether such conduct was not 
an implied censure on the gentlemen composing the etanding 
committees. He repeated that, soon after the commencement 
of the present session, certain gentlemen had resolutions in 
their drawers, the object of which was to take the matter out of 
the hands of the standing committee, and refer it to a 
select committee. ~ i 

Now he would ask, whence arose all this feverish anxiety? 
Was heto believe that it was for the purpose of manu facturing 
political capital for the benefit of the Hero of Tippecanoe? or 
was it because one of the parties to the contract was the: editor 
of the Democratic Review, a talented young man, who had 
shown his ability to defend the liberties of his country? or was 
it because that gentleman (Mr. GARLAND] there, sitting atthe ta- 
ble, had, at the sommencement ef the session, «splayed a Ro- 


man firmness, in refusing to qualify five gentlemen from New 

Jersey, claiming seats under the sanction of the broad seal of 

the Governor, and with certificato given in defiance of the ex- 
ressed will of the peeple. | i 

F Tae morning hour having expired, Mr. J. suspended his 

remarks; when 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following commu- 
nications: . 

1. Message from the Presidentof the United States, commu- 
nicating a report from the Secretary of State, in compliance 
with a 1esolutiou of the House of Representatives of the 23d 
March, requesting “the President to communicate to the House, 
if not incempatible with the public interest, copies of any de- 
mand made by the minister or other diplomatic representative 
of Spain in this country, of the eurrender to him of the Afri- 
cans taken in or belonging to the vessel called L) Amistad, and 
of all correspondence between this Government and the said 
minister or diplomatic representative, and with any other fo- 
reign Government or min'etet thereof, relating thereto; also, co- 

ies of allinatructions from the Department of State to the 

istrict Attorney of the United States in the judicial district of 
Connecticut, and all reports of the said Department relating to 
that subject.’’ i 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. i 

2. Message from the President of the United States, in com- 

liance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
dof March last, transmitting a report from the Secretary of 
State, with accompanying documents, in relation to the “seizure 
and condemnation, hy the British authorities, during the year 
now last past, of certain American vessels engaged in the fish- 


eries. . 

On motion of Mr. LO WELL, referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. i i 

3. Communications from the War De rtrent, in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
Bd ultimo, calling for “copies of all orders and instructions is- 
sued from the Department to any officer ofthe army, or to any 
agent of the Government, requiring his interference with the 
Cherokee Iadians in the formation of a Government for the re- 
gulation of their own internal affaire, not inconsistent with the 

onstitution and laws of the United States, or with any existing 
treaty; also, copies of all instructions to any officer or agent of 
the Goverment prescribing any particular form of Govern- 
ment forthe adoption of said Indians, and interdicting any 
other form.” 

On motion of Mr. BELL, referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

4. Depositions in relation to the New Jersey election. 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, referred to the Committee 
of Elections. 

r. J. W. JONES called for the orders of the day; and 
moved that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to take up the civil and diplo- 
matic bill. 

Mr. ADAMS reminded the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Jongs) that there were two special orders to-day. The bill io 
prevent fraudg on the revenue was made the special erder for 
thie day; and the gentleman had consented, previous to taid or- 
der, to take it up. That entleman was aware df its impor- 
tance, and he (Mr. A.) hoped that he would, in accordance with 
the compromise he entered into on the occasion referred to, con- 
sent that it should be taken up. , 

Mr. JONES wasaware of the importance of the bill to prevent 
frauds, and was as anxious as the gentleman from Mass. could be 

-thar there should be immediate action upon ìt. By the arrange~ 
ment to which the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Apams] 
had referred, it was not intended that this bill should have pre» 
cedence of the civil and diplomatic bill; on the contrary, a spe- 
cial exception was made. The early passage of the appropri- 
ation bill now before the House was of the ulmost importance. 
Many claims were now falling due, for which no provision 
was made. He hoped, therefore, that the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetta would perceive the importance of proceeding in the 
consideration of the bill now before the House, and agree toa 
further postponement of his special order for a few days, and 
heshould then have his co-operation to forward the action 


on it. 

Mr. ADAMS said he was aware that his special order could 
not take precedence of the bill now before the House. k has 
not even the privilege of being the order of the day until dis- 
posed of; but for this day alone. He had no doubt that the bill 
would cause some debate. Mr. A. said he would move to make 
it'the special order of the day, after the bill now before the 
House was disposed of. to take precedence of all other businees. 
But as he might expect to have opposition from a certain quar- 
ter in the House, if he should not exclude private bill and peti- 
tion days, he would therefore move ‘o make it the specia) or: 
der from the hour of one o’clock daily, (except Mondays, Fri- 


_ days, and Saturdays,) until disposed of. 


ir. JONES of Virginia said if the gentleman from. Magsachu- 
getis would move to make it the special order to take prece- 
dence of every thing until dteposed of, he would consent. 

Mr. ADAMS, though he considered the private bills of 
great importance, acquiesced, 

The question being taken by tellers. (Messrs. CHAPMAN of 
Alabama, and Davies of Pennsylvania, acting as such,) the re- 
sult was—ayes 67, noes 38; no quorum voting. 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays; which were ot- 
dered, and were—ayes 95, nays 61. 

So the Houee refused to make it the special order to take pre- 
cedencé ofall other business. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped it would be made the special orcer for 
some day. Mr. A. then moved thatit be made the special or- 
der for every day except petition and private bilt days, 

_Mr. JONES remarked that he could not see the end of the 
discussion on the bill, and the pressing character of the appro- 
priation bilis was such,that if they be postponed by along discus- 
sion on this bill, the public service would suffer. 

Mr. R. GARLAND inquired of the Cnam whether it was 
proposed to makeit take pi ecedence of the special order on the 
subject of printing. 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr.R. GARLAND. Then] object. g 

Mr. JONES of Virginie hoped the motion to make it the spe- 
ciał order would not prevail. 

Thequesion was then; taken, and the motion was disa- 
greed to. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved that it be made the special order of 
the day for one day only, after the passage of the appropriation 
bill now before the House. 
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Mr. R. GARLAND objected. 5 
The quemo n was then taken, and the motion was agreed to— 
“Me DAVEE asked and obtained the unanimous consent of 
the House to present the following resolutions, recently adopted 
by the Lagis'ature of Maine; which, on his motion, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed: 
V. RELATING TO THE NORTHEASTERN 
RESOLVES BOUNDARY 


at the patriotic enthusiasm with which several 
P aieh ee ai past year tendered us with their aid to 
repel a threatened foreign invasion, demand our grateful recol- 
lection; and whilst this spirit of sel sacrifice and self devotion to 
the national henor pervades the Union, we cannot doubt that the 
i ity ofour territory will be preserved. — i 
i csatved. “That the promptness and unanimity with which 
the last Congress, at the call of this State, placed at the disposal 
of the President, the arma and treasures of the nation for our 
defence, the firmness of the Executive in sustaining the action 
of this State, and repelling the charge ef an infraction of the ar- 
rangement made with the British Lieutenant Governoria March 
Jast, and charging back upon the British Government the viola- 
tion of that agreement--their decision in demanding the remo- 
val of the British troops now quartered upon the disputed ter- 
ritory as the only guarantee that they sincerely desire an anica. 
ble adjustment of the boundary question, afford us confident 
_agsurance that this State will not be compelled single handed 
to take up arms in defence of our territory and the national 
honor, and that the crisis is near when this question will be 
settied by the National Government, either by negotiation or by 
the ultimate resort. . 

Resolved, That unless the British Government, during the 
present session of Congress, make, or accept a distinct and sa- 
tisfactory proposition for the immediate adjustment of the boun- 
dary question, ıt will be the duty of the General Government 


to take military possession of the disputed territory; and in the | 


name of a sovereign State we call upon the Nauonal Gevern- 
ment to fulfil its constitutional obligations to establish the line, 
which they have solemnly declared to be the true boundary, 
and to protect this State in extending her jurisdiction to the 
utmost limits of our territory. 

Resolved, That we have a right to expect the General Go- 
vernment will extend to this member of the Union, by negotia- 
tion or by arma, the protection of her territorial rights, guaran- 
.tied by the Federal compact, and thus save her from the neces- 
sity of falling back upon her natural and reserved rights of self 
defence and self protection—nghts which constitutions can 
neither give nor take away, but, showld this confidence of a 
speedy crisis be disappointed, it will become the imperative 
duty of Maine to assume the defence of our State and national 
honor, and expel from our limits the British troops now quar- 
-tered upon our. territory. ` l 

Resolved, Thatthe Governor be requested to forward copies 
of these resolutions to the President and Heads of Departments, 
and to the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this 
State, with a request to the latter to lay them before the respec- 
tive bodies of which they are members; also to the Governors 
of the several States, with a request to Jay them before their 
several Legislatures. aoe 

Qn mation of Mr. JONES of Virginia, 

The House then resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. Casey in the chair, and took up the civil and diplomatic 
aren bill. ; 

r. OGLE, who was entitled to the floor, resumed his re- 
marks from yesterday, in defence of Gefieral Harrison, and 
abusive of Mr. Van Buren; and, before concluding, at the 
hour of five o’clock, gave way to 

Mr. CARTER, who moved that the'committee rise; and 
the question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. Coamman of Alaba- 
ma, and Davies of Pennsylvania, acting as such,) and resulted, 
ayes 69, noes 32: no quorum voted; when 

The committee rose, and the Spgaxer having resumed the 
chair, the ebairman reported that fact to the House. Then 
* Mr. CARTER moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded the yeas and nays; which 
Were ordered, and were, yeas 70, nays 43. Accordingly 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 


Tuoursparvy April 16, 1840. . 
Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of a num 
er ot citizens of St. Clair county, in the State of 
Michigan, praying the imposition of a duty on fish 
imported from the provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada; which wasreferred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of John 
H. Hagedorn and Adolph Cramer, merchants in 
New Orleans, praying to be allowed a drawback 
on certain articles of merchandise exported by 
them; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 


Mr. HUBBARD submitted documents in rela- 
tion to the claim of James Crooks and William 
Crooks, citizens of Gieat Britain, to indemnity for 
the illegal seizure of their vessel and cargo by a 
United States officer in the year 1812; which were 
referred to the Committee on Claims. P 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous conszat 
and agreed to: ' Á 

Resolved, That the Sectetary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate the annual amounts 
of drawbaex paid on the exportation of refined su- 

gar for each year since the applications of the 
drawback system to that exportation. i 
` On motion by Mr. BENTON, the message from 


1 


“dren and minor heirs-at-law 


the President of the United States, transmitting, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, a 1e- 
port from the Secretary of the Navy, in relation to 
the military and naval defences of the country, was 
ordered io be printed. 

Mr. STURGEON, in pursuance of previous no- 
lice, asked and obtained leave to intreduce a bill 


for altering the time ef holding the District Court — 


of the United States for the western district of Penn- 

sylvania, at Williamsport; which was read twice, 

and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 


Land Ciaims, reported a bill for the relief of i had been presented to the Senate from settlers on 
| 


Thomas P. Copes; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 
Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 


relief of Robert Milnor and John Thompson, re- 
ported it without amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Commitee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred House bill for the re- 
lief of Lewis H. Bates and William Lacon, re- 
poited the same without amendment, and recom- 
mended that it do not pass. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Gommittee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred House bill for the 1e- 
lief of Wi!'liam Wickham, reported the same with 
an amendment. 

The bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh, and 


Company, was taken up, and after some remarks | 


by Messrs. HUBBARD and LUMPKIN, was 
potponed for the present. 

The bilt for the reduction and graduation of the 
price of the public lands, was taken up, and on 
account of the indispostion of Mr. Cray of Ken- 
tucky, its further consideration was postponed 
until Monday next. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The bill to amend an act entitled an act regu- 
lating passenzer ships and vessels; 

The b.l! for the relief of David Waller; 

Bill for the relief of John McCloud; 

Bill for the relief of William Jones; 

‘Bill for the relief of John S. Wi'son, of Chero- 
kee county, Alabama;. . : 

Bill for creating a new’land district in the State 
of Missouri, and for changing the boundaries of 
the southwestern and western land districts in said 
State;- : 

Bill authorizing the President ‘of the United 
States to cause the reserved lead mines belonging 
to the United States in the several States and Ter- 
ritories to be sold of other public lands; 


The bill supplementary to the act entitled “An 
act to establish branches of the Mint oi the United 
States,” approved March 3, 1835; 
were considered as in Committee of the Whole and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The Senate preceeded to the consideration of the 
. bill supplementary to the “ Act to grant pre-emp- 

tion rights tə settlers on the publ‘c lands.” The 


|) amendments reported by the Committee on the Pab- 


| lic Lands having been agreed to, 
Mr. NORVELL said that a number of petitions 


the public lands, stating that in consequence of the 
“embarrassments of the times, they had been unable 


i} to avail themselves of the benefits of the existin 
merce, to which was referred House bill: for the |; g 


: pre-emption act. That act was to expire in June, 
. by its own limitation. The petitioners ask for a 

longer time, to enable them to real ze the beneficent 
_ provisions of the land. Besides, the present pree 
: emption act had, by general consent, worked well, 
: both for „the actual settlers and the public. He 
therefore asked leave to submit a new section, 
providing for the extension of ihe pre-emption act 
of the 22d of June, 1838, to the 22.1 of June, 1842. 

The amendment was furiher discussed by 
Messrs. CLAY of Alabama, NORVELL, CRIT- 
TENDEN, and PRENTI®S,who, at theconclasion 
of his remarks, proposed to amend the amendment 
by adding a provision making four months’ occu- 
pancy previous to the passage of the bill, a condi- 
tion of the right of pre-emption. 

Mr. P’s amendment was debated by Messrs, 
HUBBARD, WHITE, PRENTISS, NORVELL, 
MERRICK, SEVIER, KNIGHT, and KING; 
and the question being taken, it was decided in 


Bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, and - 
John Hill, Elizabeth Hll, and Samuel Hill, chil- | 


_Of Samuel Hill, -de- 
ceased; i 
Bill for the relief of Jane Waller; - 

Bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkansas, 
who lost their improvements in conseqnence of 


the treaty between the United States and the Choc- 


taw Indians; 


Bill to revive an act authorizing certain soldiers ` 


in the late war to surrender the bounty lands drawn 
by them, and to locate other lands in lieu thereof, 
and for other purposes; 

Bill to authorize the inhabitants of township 8 


the negative—ayes 13, noes 24, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Knight, 
Merrick, Prentiss, Ruggles, White, and Williams 
—13. i 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Ba- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mou'on, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Porter, Robins`n, Sevier, Smith 


| of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wright, 


and Yousg—24. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Norve.u’s 


| amendment; which was agreed to—yeas 25, nays 


' 11, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay 
of Alabama, Fuiton, Grundy, Henderson, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, Williams, 
Wright, acd Young—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayten, Davis, Dixon, Knight, Merriek, 
Prentiss, Ruggles, and Strange—11. 

Mr. PRENTISS then moved to strike out the 
second section of the bill; which, after some re- 
marks by Messrs. P. and CLAY of Alabama, was 


north, range 32 west, in the State of Arkansas, to | 


enter a section of land in lieu of the 16:h section 
in said township upon condition that the same is 
surrenilered to the United States for military pur- 

sec: g i 

Bill for the relief of Joseph Paxton; 

Bull for the relief of the heirs of Francis New- 
man; 

Bull respecting the heirs of Agnes Dandas; 

Bill to confirm te the State of Indiana the land 


selected by her for that portion of the Wabashand ` 


Erie cana! which lies between the mouth of the 
Tippecanoe river and Terre Haute, and for other 
purposes; and 


Bill to authorize registers and receivers to ad- | 


minister oaths required to be taken by purchasers 
of public land; i 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the Steamboat Compa- 
ny of Nantucket; 


The bill for the relief of J. M. Strader; and 


a 


decided in the negative—ayes 10, noes 25, as 
| follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Clayton, Davis, Dixon, 
Knight, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Kuggles, and 
Strange—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Porter, Robinsep, Sevier, Smith of Tn- 
. diana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, Wil- 
' liams, Wright, and Young—22. 

After some further discussion, in which Messrs. 
WALKER and PORTER pariicipa'ed, the ques- 
tion was taken on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
for a third reading, which was decided, in the affir- 
mative—ayes 25, nays 7, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Al'en, Anderson, Benton, 
Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grandy, 
Henderson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lampkin, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Norvell, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, 


‘| Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 


White, Williams, and Young—25. 
NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Crittenden, 
Merrick, Prentiss, Ruggles, and Strange—7- 
Ths Senate then went into Executive Session, 
and afterwards adjourned. 


Davis, 
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Mr. LEET rese and said he begged leave to pre- 
sent two petitions for pensions, which he had had 
in his possession for some time, and he expressed 
a bope that the House would permit him to do so. 

The SPEAKER said if no objections were 
made, the gentleman from Pennsylvanie could pre- 
sent the petitions referred to. 

Mr. BANKS said he would ask the same favor, 
though he did net object. 

[Mr. Leer then presented the memorial of Da- 
vid McMullin, of Washington county, Pa. pray- 
ing for a pension: referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. Also, the memorial of 
William Cain, of Washington county, Pa fora 
pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. } 

By consent, petitions were then presented infor- 
maliy by Messrs. BANKS, JONES of New 
York, MCKAY, HOFFMAN, HILL of Virginia, 
GARLAND of Louisiana, CRABB, ELY, WA- 
GENER of New York, and GARLAND of Vir- 
ginia. > 
(Mr. Jones of New York presented two petitions 
from inhabitants of Orange county, for the esta- 
blishment of a post road from South Middletown, 
through State Hill, Well’s Corner, Westtown, and 
Unionville, in said county, to Deckertown, Sussex 
county, New Jersey.] 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to this mode of pre- 
senting the petitions; some might be received which 
ought not to be received under the rules. The 
farther presentation was in consequence arrested. 

The SPEAKER, by consent, laid before the 
House a communication from the President of the 
Uaited States, eaclesing a communication from 
the Secretary of State, giving information called 
forunder the resolution of the House of the Sih 
March in relation tathe tobacco trade. On mo- 
tion of Mr. JENIFER, referred to the Select Com- 
mittee heretofore raised on that subject. 

Also, sundry depositions in relation to the New 
Jersey contested election; which, on motion of Mr. 
CAMPBELL of Scath Carolina, was referred to 
the Committee of Elections. 

Also, a message ‘from the Executive, communi- 
cating a copy of convention entered into with the 
Mexican Republic by the United States, for the 
indemnification of citizens of the United States 
for spoliations committed by the Mexican Govern- 
ment, on the property of citizens of the United 
States: on ‘motion of Mr. EVERETT, referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, by unarimons 
consent, laid before the House a bill which he said 
he intended to offer as a substitute for the Sub- 
Treasury bill, when that bill should come up for 
consideration; which way ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR announéed that the first business in 
order was the reporig of the Committee of Ac- 
counts, in relation to she contracts existing between 
Langiree and O’Syilivan with the Clerk of the 
House, for furnisyisg siationery, &c. and the im- 
mediate question Before the House was the motion 
to recommit thef reports to the Committee on Ac- 
counts, with thafollowing instructions: 

1. Wheiher phe prices paidby the CLERK of this 
House for stgfionery, isa reasonable price, when 
compared wi what stationery can be purchased 
r persons of like quality. 
er the stationery is not of an inferor 
compared with the stationery pur- 
r this House at the last two sessions of 


S. : 

3. Whether auy allowance was asked by the 
Cuerk, either in writing or verbally, for the differ- 
ence in exehange between Philadelphia and New 
York; ani, if any, how much? 

4. Whether any payment has been made by 
the CLerx to the contractor, in advance, on his 
contract, or the auditing of his account by the 
committee? 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York moved the fol- 
lowing as a substitute for the above instructions, 


viz: - l f 
That. the resolution which passed this House 
on the fourth day of March last, upon the sub- 
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ject of stationery, and the reports thereon, and the 
ether matiers therein contained, be committed to 
a Select Committee, with additional instructions 
to inquire and report to the House: . 

1, Whether the prices paid by the Clerk of this 
House for stationery are reasonable, when com- 
pared with prices for which stationery of the 
same quality could have been purchased of other 
persons than those of whom he purchased. R 

9, Whether the stationery is not of an inferior 
quality, when compared with the stationery fur- 
nished this House at the last two sessions of Con- 

ress. 

: 3. In what mode or manner the Clerk has ad- 
vanced or paid mouey to said Langtree, in relation 
to said stationery, the amounts paid, and the dif- 
ferent times when paid; and that said committee 
have power to send for persons and papers. 


Me JOSEPH JOHNSON said that when, on | 


yesterday, his remarks were suspended by the expi- 
ration of the morning hour, it was his intention to 
have replied in detail to the speeches of the gentle- 
men from New York. But on reflection, he was 
satisfied that no good could arise trom a eontinu- 
ance of a discussion thus prematurely. With that 
| understanding, therefure, he would merely observe 
that the motion to recommit the subject to the 
committee under general instructions, would be on- 
ly asking the committee to report what they had 
already done. 
As regarded the document accompanying the re- 


so much pain and labor, he had one word 


to say. He understood that upwards of eight pages 


of the repcrt made by the gentleman from New | 
York, were taken up in attempting to prove 


that this document had been smuggled into the 
committee room. Now he would call the atiention 
of the House to the resolution read on yesterday, 
by which it wauld be seen that, with the exception of 
the solitary vote of the gentleman from New York, 
the document was received by the unanimous vote 
of the cpmmittee. 

Mr. CHARLES JOHNSTON, the member al- 
|| Iuded to, rose for the purpose of making some ex- 
| panation. . 
| Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON hoped the gentleman 

from New York would permit him to proceed 
without interruption, as he had but a few words to 
say, and would conclude in a very few minutes. 
He would say, then, that the document, instead of 
being smuggled into the committee room, had been 


port of the committee, marked w.th the letier J. 
and which had given the gentlemen from New 
TRIKIN] 


introduced at the inslance of a majority of the com- | 
mittee—the gentleman from New York being the | 


+ only member who voted against it, and who had 
generally stood alone on all questions in relation 
to this matter. That document was furnished by 
a sworn officer of the Hause, and if there was a 
single error in any of the statements made therein, 
he asked the gent'eman from New York to lay nis 
finger upon it, and point ıt oat. That .document 
was compiled from papers on file in the Treasury 
Depattment, and the country would thank the 
Cuerx for furnishing the valuable information it 
custained. For his part he would say that, so far 
as his knowledge extended, he would ceitify that 
the CLERK had been governed, in all his transac- 
tions, by honorable motives. He would also un- 
dertake to say that the stationery furnished by the 
present officer had been furnished on terms at least 
equal to those on which stationery had been sup- 
plied before. 

If the House should deem it proper to recommit 
the subject, and order an investigation into the con- 
duct of the CLERK, the latter, he was authorized to 


say, would be very glad to have an cpportanity of 


meeting those charges. 


Yes, said Mr. J. the House may, if it chooses, 
appoint another select committee of investigation, 
with power to send for persons and papers. The 
members of the committee might, if they pleased, 
follow the example of the Swartwout Committee, 
and proceed to New Yoik, atan expense of nine- 
teen dollars and thirty-five cents per day for each 
individual, as will be seen by the account of that 
committee herewith presented: 


York [Mr. Jounston] and Pennsylvania [Mr. Pe- | 
| Clerk's friends, and their assertions that he was 


House of Representatives, Dr. 
To Select Committee on Defalcations: 
Cash paid Astor House for sixteen and a half 


days’ board of six members, viz: Messrs. Harlan, 


Wise, Smith, Curtis, Hopkins, Dawson, and Mr. 
Fendall, their clerk, (wines and liquors not in- 
cluded) - . f - §400 10 
Extra charge for fuel, rooms, lights, e'c. 110 00 
Paid messenger . - - 6 44 

Messrs. Owens, Foster, and Wagener’s 
bill at American Hotel - - 210 00 
Mileage, 500 miles, for nine members 1800 00 
Same for cleik - - - 200 00 
$2,726 54 


- 


But this was not the only expense: the printing 
alone growing out of this investigation amounted 
to some eighteen thousand dollars, so far as he had 
ascertained. 

They might, if they thought proper, lay another 
tax upon Government of $50,000, which had been 
paid for another committee of investigation, (that 
of 1837, of which Messrs. Wise and Peyton were 


| members.) 


Mr. J. concluded by opposing a recommitment 
of the report, unless additional and specific charges 
were mace. 

Mr. PETRIKIN went into an argument of 


: some Jeng:h, in support of the motion to recom- 


in making the motion ` to 


mit the report. 
he acted as a party 


recommit the reports, 


: man, regardless of the denuncictions of any 


man, or the sneers and taunts of some of the 


directing the party. He belonged to the De- 
mocratic party, and that party based all their 
political acts on certain fixed fundamental princi- 
ples; and that one of those was strict accountabi- 
lity. and responsibility of all public officers and 
agents. That the party he belonged to held that 
the officer who skuiked or attempted to screen 
himself from such accountability, or he or they 
who attempted to aid others in such a course, was 
not one of us. He was aware, however, that 
all parties were like large armies. An army had 
crows and buzzards following and hovering over 
them, for the purpose of feasting on the carcasses 
left on their course. So it was with the Democratic 
party when in power; they had men hovering 
around the honest. part of them, oreven going in 
advance, not from principle or attachment to them, 
politically or individually, but for the plunder to be 


| obtained; and of this they have striking examples 
| every day. 


He came there as the repre- 
sentative of constituents whose wish was to re- 
medy evils, wherever they existed, and to save the 
money of the country, without reference to any 
man—principles, not men, was the standing motto 
of the party he belonged to, and that he fol- 
lewed the lead of no man, except so far as that 
man aided in carrying into execution the princi- 
ples he professed, and endeavored to prac- 
tice. Now, in relation to this matter, he would 
say that he considered there had been a disposition 
shown by the CLerx to skulk from investigation. 
He had observed indications of a wish to shat the 
door against inquiry; and whenever a door was 
thus closed, it was very natural for people to infer 
that there was something not exactly right behind 
the door. He was, therefore, determined, so far as 
in him lay, to have a full and strict investigation 
into this matter, so that the true state of the case 
might be known. He thought it right to say that 
he had nothing personal against the Creax, but 
was guided solely by public motives; and in the 
course of his political life, he believed he had never 
aan private matters to interfere with his publie 
uties. 


Mr. P. then alluded to the resolutions for regu- 
laifhg the CLerx in the purchase of stationery, and 
contended that the latter, in his contacts with Mr. 
Langtree, had not acted in accordance with the 
instructions contained in those resolutions. He 
thought no gentleman ought to object to a recom- 
mitment of the whole matter. If they were con- 
scions that the Crerx bad done his duty, what 
reason had they to be afraid? He went into a his- 
tory of the subject, with a view to show that the 


committee had not acted in accordance with the re- 
solution referring the matter to it for inves igation. 

Mr. P. in reply to that part of the remarks ia re- 
lation to the accumulation of paper, said, in jus- 
tice to the late Clerk, (W. S. Franklin,) tbat, 
no damaged paper, or paper of any kind, had accu- 
mulated since 1835, except forty-eight reams, and 
that was not damaged, but of an inferior quality, 
which had remained on hand, because the person 
who had it had failed, and become insolvent beore 
it could be returned, and that this fact he could 


trove. 

p Mr. WISE said that, afier the misconduet, ne- 
cessarily inferred from the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Penrsslvania, he, as a member of the 
Virginia delegation, fe!t bound to demand for the 
Curar a falland thorugh investigation. He felt 
that the honor of the State which he represen‘ed, 
required him, az a personal, though not polit.cal 
friend of the CLERK, to give that gentleman an op- 
rtanity of meeting the charges made against bim. 
t, until those charges shou!d be proved, he was 
bound to presume him innoceit. After what had 
. tran:pired, he felt that the honor of his State would 
suffer, if any imputation were suffered to rest oa 

the character of the CLERK. 
Mr. W. said that be had, some time ago, pre- 
sented to the House a communication addres-ed to 
him, by a lithographer of this city. That commu- 


nication was referred by the House to the commit- - 


tee, bat had never been reported on. The indivi- 

dual allud:d to was a practical lithographer and an 

eminent artist. He had conversed with him on 
the subject, and had becn told by him that Mr. 

Langiree, to whom the Cierg had given the con- 

tract, had proposed that he, the artist, should do 

the work fur one half the price charged the Go- 
vernment. The artist had also assured him, Mr. 

W. that he would willingly undertake to execute 
- the work for one half the price charged by Mr. 
Langtree. 

This artist was willing to come forward before 
the committee, and testify to the fac's, whether 
they went to ineu!pate the Clerx or not. Bur, un- 
til the charges made against the latter were proven, 
he would not believe him guilty® of any wilfal or 
intentional dereliction from his duty. This was 
the ground he wou'd take, and he felt confident 
that there was not one of his colleagues who would 
Rot agree with him. 

Mr. W. said it appeared, from the remarks of 
the gentk man from New York, that the majority 
of the commitiee had refused to hear testimony, 
a'thongh the resolution of the House required 
Them to send fur persons and papers, and to take 
testimony. Now he eon‘ended that the evidence of 
the artist alluded to ought to have been taken, and 
reported to the House. He was not desirous of 
enieriog into a debate with his colleague as to the 
bet manner of executing the work, whether by 
contract or not; bu: he thought the Clerk of the 
Senate ought to have been examined, wiih a view 
of showing how the business was managed in that 
body. He objected to the memoria! furnished by 
the Clerk, which he contended the committee had 
substituted for a report. 

Mr. W. was proceeding to prepound some inq”i- 
ries to h's colleague, [Mr. J. Jounson,] when the 
SPEAKER admonished him that the morning hour 
had expired; when, 


- 


On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House re-` 


solved itself into Comm.tiee of the Wko'e on the 
siate of the Union, (Mr. Cas ¥ in the ctair,) and 
took up for consideration the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill; and 

Mr. OGLE, who was still entitled to the floor on 
the above hi!l, went into a vindication of the vote 
of General Harrison in the Obio Legislature to sell 
free white men into slavery, who were impri- 
soned as insolvent debtors, and were unable to 
pay costs. He cited the penal laws of several 
Siates, under which vagrants and thieves are eicher 
sold into slavery or whipped, as an evidence that 
sach au act as was proposed to be passed by the 
Ohio Legislature was not unprecedented. He ar- 
gued that it was no more an act of slavery to sell 
out of prison into servitude, than it was to incar- 
œ rate in prison on low diet; bat, on the contrary, 
that it was more humane. He entered into a de- 
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fence of the military and civil services of General 
Harrison; gave a description of his furniture and 

cookirg utensils, and presented a graphic picture 

of the extcrior appearance of his dwelling, as well 

as its general interior arrangement, to ssow his fit- 

ness for the Presidency. In the course of his re- 

marks, he charged that the President had prac‘ised 

the greatest extravagance in the purchase of fur- 

nitnre for the President’s house. 

Mr. LINCOLN said, were it not for the situa- 

tion he was placed in reference to the committees, 
he would not press himself upon the atiention of 
the committee at the present time. It seemed that 
afier seven days consumed in this debate, it was 
about time to inquire what had resulted from the deli- 
berations of the committee. They were the faithful 
representatives and servants of the people; and he 
said, wh: ther Gen. Harri-on was a fit person for the 
Presidency or not; whether he should be elected to 
to that office or not; whether he was an Abclitionist 
or not; whether he was a hero, and eatitled to the 
confidence of the people, or unworthy of their con- 
fidence, could not affect this bill. This appropria- 
tion bill must be passed; for one, he would say that 
he would vote for it, whatever might be the condi- 
tion or disposition of the Presiden ial question. He 
would vote for it; but before doing so, he should en- 
deavor to make it as free from objeciiony as possi- 
ble. The Government must have means to carry 
on its operations. He presumed that there was no 
gentleman in that House who wou'd take upon 
himself the responsibility of withholding such 
means as were necessary for that parpose. It was to 
pass in some shape or other, and he felt bound, frem 
a conviction on his mind of a sense of duty and 
patriotism, to pass this bill as speedily as possible. 
There will be cther occasicns on which debates of 
the character which had taken place on this bill, 
and which had amused and instructed us, and in- 
structed the nation, will te more in place, and the 
time would be more ample, and attended with less 
prejudice to the public Service. ` 

Mr. L. thought it high time that some limitation 

were made to the strange latitude of debate in 
which gentlemen had thought proper to indalge for 
the last few days. For his part, he did not feel 
authorized, on a subjeet like tre present, to take up 
and d.scass the merits of Geaeral Harrison, al- 
thcugh perhaps, on a proper cecasion, it would Le 
found that he was as able to undertake that task as 
some others. 5 

Mr. L. then alluded to b's political rela‘ions with 

the other four member on the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Giounds, when it so happened that 
he was p'aced single handed to represent the 
Whigs. Whether it was his misfortune or his fault 
he would not say; but it was a fact that, cn all 
measures in relation to basiness, (for politics were 
cut of the qdestion,) he invariably concurred in the 
Opinions of those gentlemen. If, in the present in- 
stance, they had done wrong, he was also to blame, 
fur he had concurred with them in recommending 
the appropriation. If any thing exceptionable had 
come from the committee, and had been intro- 
duc:d into the general appropriation bill, he felt 
himself bound, in honor, to take his share of the 
reproach. He would consider it mean ani cow- 
ardly, when his political cpporents cn the commit- 
tee were attacked, for him to attempt to esc * pe from 
censur:, when he was conscious that he himself 
had acted with them. He mentioned that as mat- 
ter of little conscquence; but he felt bound, who- 
ever might be the accuser, to stand up and do his 
asscciates on the commi'tee jus ice. 

He regretied to see that, in relation to some 
items of the bill, there had been some strange mis- 
apprehensions, and more particularly by the gen- 
tleman {rom Pennsylvania, [Mr. Care ] He un- 
derstood the gentleman otjec.ed to the item of 
$3,665 for alterations and repairs to the Presidest’s 
House. Now, it wou'd be found that this sum 
was made up of a number of smalt items, all of 
which were perfectly reasonable. Bat he would 
tell the gentleman from Pennsylvania that his at- 


“tack on such matters was a very small business in- 


deed, and before he should conclude, he would 


-point out to that gentleman much higher game, if 


he feit disposed to pursue it. 
In the firet place, the gentleman had entirely 


` 
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misapprehended the character of the item of appro- 
priation to which he objected. The aggregate 
amount consisted of many small items, and he felt 
confident that when the gentleman understood how 
that agerega'e amount was made up, he would no 
longer object to it, or deem it so very extravagant. 

One of these items was, “for the annual repairs 
of the President’s House and furniture, $500.” 
Now, said Mr. L. 1 would ask whose duty it is 
to do this? Was the President at liberty to do it? 
What tenant, having a lease of a house, could by 
law make alterations? And could the President 
make alierations in a house, of which he was the 
occupant for four years oniy? Had he a right to 
do this, even were he disposed to do it at his owa 
expense? No: it was the duty of the Government, 
who first built the house, to keep it in :epair, and 
shelter its occupant from the rain and wiads of 
heaven. Did not Government build the house for 
the accommodaticn of its presiding officer? and 
would that Government be justified in permitting it 
to fall to pieces, and go to ruin, for wartof a small 
appropriation to keep itin repair?’ This sum of 
$500, he would tell the gentleman, was exclusively 
for repairs to the house, the word “furniture” 
having been inserted merely as a matter of form, 
observed in all former apprepriatiors. The money 
was mı t intended to purchase a sing’e article of fur- 


_nture, but was exclusively for the house; and he 


would appeal to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
or any other gentleman, whether an appropriation 
of $500 for repairs to a house that cost a million, 
wad not a very moderate sum? ‘ 

B sides, if General Harrison was to cccupy the 
house, and he trusted that would soon be the case, 
it ought to be kept in good condition. For 
his pait, he was not willing that Gen. Harri- 
son should enter a house in a dilapidated condition. 
He wished to have it, at least, provided with the 
neaessary articles of furniture, such, for instance, 
as a few chair. to sit upon, for the accommodation 
of visi'ers and private individuals. 

Another item composing the aggregate amount, 
was for the service of a gardener, $150; here h's 
m:n was employed to attend to the public gardens 
and grounds adjoining the President’s Hou:e, and 
was in fact a'tending to the business of Govern- 
ment; for who would undertake to say that thuse 
gardens were of any benefit to the President? They 
were cpen to the public, and belonged to the peo- 
pie, an. were kept in order more fur the gratifica- 
tion of members of Congress than for the occapant 
of the White House. 

Mr. L. then alluded to another item for the pay- 
ment of a few laborers at $l per day, and asked 
if it was likely the President would hire there 
labove s for his own convenience. Certainly not. 
Besides, what would be the consequence if they 

should refuse tu make this small appropriation? 
Woy, the result would be that those beautiful 
mounds and other contrivances, made not for the 
gratification of the President, but to please the 
public eye, weuld be neslected. This money was 
to keep in repair the walks frequented by the pub- 
lic, and he, with otheis, had often visited them; and 
would any gentleman contend that the Prrsident 
himself was bound to keep them in repair, wacn 
they were for the acccmmodation of the people at 
large? No, the gzrdens and g’ounds were the 
property of the peop'e, and the people expec'ed 
that the labor expended on them should be paid 
for. He would ask the gentleman from Penneyl- 


` vania, what difference there was between the pub- 


lic grcunds around the President's Hoase, and the 
public grounds and gardens of the Capiol. No 
objection was made to the paying of laborers on 
the latter, and why should there be any with re- 
spect to the former? They were alike accessible to, 
aud for the gratifica‘ion of, the public. 

Another item was for horsę and cart hire for the 
public squares attached to the Presiden.’s House. 
How would any one undertake to say that the 
President had any thing to do with the enclosing of 
these two squares? ‘The grounds had not been en- 
closed for his accommodation. But he (Mr. L.) 
did nut attach so much importance to these small 
items; it was the principle involved for which he 
was contending. The very same objections to 
these items would, on this principle, apply to 8p- 
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propriations of greater amount, and to nearly every 
other item in the bi!l. It would also apply to any 
other appropriations which might be recommended 
by the Committee on the Putlic Buildings. 


“Jt had always been customary for the Committee | 


J4 
j 
1 


on the Public Buildings to investigate the requisite 


appropriations, and thea transfer them tothe Com- 
The present appro- ; 


mittee of Ways and Means. 
priation had come tə the Committee of Ways and 
Means in that manner. 


He would ask whether the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania could assign any reason why this appro- 
priation should not be made. Was it inconsistent 
with the genius of a Republican Government that 
the house of its President should be kept in repair, 


and provided with the conveniences of a private - 


dwelling? 


He would submit whether the original Represen- 
tatives of the peeple, when they constructed that 
palace, designed that it should fall to decay, and 
become a reproach to the nation, by its 
condition. When cur forefathers erected that 
House, and ordained that it should be the habita- 
tion of their presiding officer, did they intend that 
the walls shou'd tumble to ruins, and the rain and 
the storm beat in, for want of a small appropria- 
tion to keep it in repair? No man in his senses 
would think of such a thing. Whea our ancestors 
constructed that building, they contemplated it for 
the convenience of its occupant, and they surely 
never expected an appropriation would be objected 
to for keeping it in proper order. = 

Would gentlemen now be understood as object- 
ing to provide proper furniture, and such as was 
appropr‘ate to the mansion? If they intended, how- 


dilapidated ` 


ever, that their President should live in a cabin, ` 


then he would readily admit that a great portion of 
the present furniture would be unnecessary and in- 
appropriate to such a dwelling. He would like 
to know if gentlemen had in contemplation the 
removal of this President and the one who 
was to follow, into any «ther mansion. 
If so, why then a very small amount would be re- 
quired, as a cabin would incur but little expense. 


But if it were intended that the President of this | 


great nation should still occupy the mansion built 
and intended for him by our forefathers, who won 
their rights by toil and blood, why, then, object 


to farnishing it in a de.ent manner, and in a man- i| 
ncr, too, in keeping with the size of the building | 


itvelf? For the actual personal ecnvenience of the 
President, he was sure a very little was desired; 


but the occupant of the hduse, our highest Execu- | 


tive officer, while there, was the personification of 
the people, whose dignity required ‘hat every thing 
shou d be kept in proper order. If the Pres dent's 
personal wants alone were the question, why he, 
Mr. L. supposed, that, asa mere matter ef uly, 
asmail one dollar looking-g'ass wou'd do jast as 
well as a large swing mirror. But who would say 
that the mansion of the President of the American 
people—an officer elected for a term of four years 
as the representative of a glorious and proud Re- 
public, embracing more than fifteen millions of 
freemen—should live in a large house, furni-hed 
no better than a log cabin? How paltry would it 
lock, and what a miserable idea of economy would 
it give to agen's and ministers from foreiga ccun- 
tries, when they behe!d a paltry ene dollar looking- 
glass hang up in a buiiding of dimensicn equa! to 
the palaces of Europ? The idea was [00 ridicu- 
lous to be entertained for a moment, and yet, by 
the principles cn which the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania had been arguing, this Coarse mast be pur- 
saed. : 

Because oar Government was a Republic, was 
that any reason why the head of it should not live 
and appear with a proper dignity, becoming the 

de and strenzth of the people over whom he pre- 
sided? In his humble opinion, the President of a 


conniry like ours had as god argh’, yes, a much j 


greater right, to be as proud as the proudest ma- 
narı h on the face of the g obe. And he, Mr. L. 
would blush and be ashamed if the Pres dent should 
not have it in his power to receive ministers and 
yisiters from foreign powers in a becoming way, in 
a mansion farnisted in keepirg with the dignity of 
a great nation. He was sure there was no harm 
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this kind, and 


to be apprehended from a course of 


| that no bad consequences would result from it. 


But he wish d to know who it was that had 
complained of the President's House being too well 
furnished? It had been visited by hundreds and 


thousands of farmers and mechanics, peop:e by | 


whose vote he had been elected, and had they ever 
uttered a complaint and said that the President of 
their choice had too much, or too costly furniture? 


No. He, Mr. L. would undertake to say that no | 
member had ever heard such complaints, that the | 


furniture was too rich or tto good for the man 


whom they had placed in that high and honorable | 
i station. 
: have visited and witnessed for themselves, make 


And if the people, who, by thousands, 


no complaint, what rght had any one else? It 
would be quite time enough for that, when the peo- 


` ple themse'ves were dissatisfied. 


' hou-e like a 


Mr. L. then complained of the many extravagant 
stories which had’ gone through the country in re- 
lation{to the}‘urn.ture of the President's House. The 


_ people had been info:med of shings which had no 


existence, except in the imagination of those who 


originated such gronndiess stories. He then re- | 
ferred to the similar charges made against his || 
venerable colieague [Mr. Apams] while that gen- 
The country was at | 


Ueman occupied the house. 
that time made to believe the house was furnished 
in a costly and extravagant manner, when in fact 
it had scarcely any furniture at all. The things 
were not there which ought to have been there; 
and those who kmew no better, supposed that Mr. 
ADAMs was enjoying things which ha ought to have, 


but did not enjoy. At that time, it was obvious | 
that such stories were circulated for political effect; - 


and was not this the case in the present instanc:? 
In his opinion very little cou'd be gained by sucha 
course. Itwas a very small business, especially 
when mach higher ground could be taxen, and 
attacks made on much more important objects. He 
wou'd cry shame on the man who wou'd represent 
that extravagance existed in the President’s man- 
sicn, when in fact there was scarcely any furniture 
atall. The furniture was now what it ought to 
have been in tke time of Mr. Adams, and now it 
wasno better than it shou!d be. 

Mr. L. said, that so far was he from consider- 
ing the house as too well furnished, that he had ac- 
tually reported a bill for increasing the furniture 
It was not contained in the preset appropriation, 
put was a ds inct bill, which he would ask might 
be considered at a proper time. In that bill the 


Committ-e on Public Buildings proposed giving | 


the Fiesident $700 to increas? the furniture. The 

$500 in the present bill didnot apply to the furni- 

ture, but exclusively to repairs for the house. 
Would gentlemen ask what part of the House 


| they intended to farmish? He would tell them. 
What was the state of the receiving room? There 


was not a mirror, even a common seven-by-nine 
mirror, in it; there was not a single table, except 
an old pine table in one corner, which, under the 
hammer of the auctioneer, would not fetch seventy- 
five cents, anl an old w: ra out sofa The whole 
lot would not feich 45; and yet this was the ante- 
room into which foreign ministers, and visiters of 
every description, were introduced to see the Presi- 
dent. New what did the committee intend to do 


with the $700? They did net intend to furnish the | 
alace, but to supply it with good, | 
simple, and substantial furniture, of home manu- | 


facture. They designed the purchase of good, sub- 
stantial chairs, for the accommodation of visiters, 


, and of gentlemen when accompanied by Jadies;and 


it was but reasonable to suppose that most ladie, 


| before being introduced to the Pre-ident, would be 
desirous of adjusting their bonnets, etc. (lauzhter.) | 


` Public Buildings, had reported the 


Therefore, the committee designed to purchase a | 


plain mirror, of suitable dimensions. 

The committee thought that an ante-room for 
the reception of foreign ministers, with i's com- 
mon chair and old cast-away sofa, was hardly the 
proper thing, or consistent with the dignity of the 
American people. It might be said, however, 
that what Ihe committee proposed doing was not 
Democratic, ner in accordance with the principles 
of our Republic. Such was not his cpinion. On 
the contrary, he held that it was Democratic to sup- 
ply the President with necessary furniture, and 


| 
| 
| 


conveniences for the house in which they had ap- 
pointed him to live. 

[Mr. L. here mide some allu-ion to his own po- 
litical career, which was not distinctly heard.] 

He main‘ained that the supplying of proper fur- 
niture to the White House cou!d have no anti-Re- 


‘| publican tendency. He held that it was consistent 
: with the purest Republicanism to keep the house 


in repair,so that it might be fit for the reception 
of General Harrison when he should take posses- 
sion of it. 

Mr. L then addressed himself to the chairman, 
(Mr. Casey,] and said: Sir, I wonder if the occu- 
pancy of that chair for the last few days, with its 
crimson drapery and other appendages, has had any 
tendency to affect your Democratic and Republican 
principles. You have the crimson curtains hang- 
ing over your head, and you are elevated above us 
ail, and yet I cannot con-eive for a moment that 
it has affected your principles, or done you any 
harm. So far as my observation has extended, 
your occupancy of that high seat for the last six or 
seven days, has made no alteration in your demea- 
nor, or in your usual courtesy and gentlemanly de- 
meanor to your fellow members. No, I do not be- 
lieve that the trimmings of that chair have affected 
your mind, or made any alteration in your Demo- 
cratic and Republican sentiments, let them be what 
they may. 

Mr. L. then alluded to the circumstances under 
which the curtains and other appendages around 
the chair had been placed there; and he took that 
opportunity of saying, that if there was any ob- 
jection to them, he was responsible for it, inas- 
much as he, as a member of the Committee on 
appropia- 
tion for it. It was true, the late Speaker 
had the direction of it, so that the chair might be 
in keeping with-the rest of the House; but he (Mr. 
L.) was responsible, as he had made the report re- 
commending the appropriation. 
to have a splendid dome on the Capitol, it was 
also proper to have every other portion of the 
building in keeping with it. As it has been deter- 
mined to have mahogany desks, mahogany chairs, 
with cushions, fur members, he wi uid ask whether 
it would be in keeping with the other paris of the 
hall, to put an indifferent pine table in front of the 
chair. He was sure no gentleman woul! contend 


that it woald. They would all agree that it was: 


necessary to have one porton of the hall in keep- 
ing with another. Now the same p-isciple which 
applied to the chair and to th's Capitol, would alto 
apply to the President’s House. It the furniture 
and appendazes of either were considered too ccstly, 
it was not the fauit of members, or of the Presi- 
deat. If, said Mr. L. any body is to be blamed, it 
must be your ancestors—these patriots who 
thought proper to construct such buildings. If ges- 
tlemen felt disposed to throw stones, they must 
throw them at their patriotic forefathers, who in 
the purity and simplicity of their hearts, did not 
deem such bui'dings too costly, or as having an 
anti-Republican tendency. We had not done it. It 
had been in generations gone by, and by men better 
than we were; and he who would undertake to 
deny an appropriation for keeping such buildings 
in repair, was casting a reproach upon the memory 
of tnose good men. He would again repeat, that 
opposing such appropriations was a smail business, 
very small indeed, and which wou'd do no man any 
credit. There were objects of a far higher charac'er 
to which the gentleman from Pennsylvania might 
direct his attention, and where the Administration 
was more vulnerable. ‘ 

He, Mr. L. was no friend of Mr. Van Buren, 
but he wou'd do him the justice te say that, if 
there was any thing wrong in relation to the furni- 


| ture of the White House, the President was not to 


blame for it. Oa the contra-y, he, Mr. L. knew 
his great delicacy on the subject, and would assure 
gentlemen that, whenever the committee had con- 
sulted the President in relation to any add.tional 


| furniture, he had invariably expressed the greatest 


1 


j 
! 
i 


re,uctance to have any thing expended for that ob- 
ject. He, Mr. L. would state, from his own know- 
ledge, that not a single article of furniture supplied 
during the last three years, had been supplied at the 


request of the President himself. The eommittee’ 


If it was proper 


= 
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alone were answerable, and they would assume the 
respoasibili'y. But so far was the President from 
desiring any additions made to the furniture, that, 
about two years ago, it actualiy became necessary 


for himself and the other members of the com- | 
mittee to do what he had never dons before, nor | 


would he ever do it again. Did gentlemen wish to 


know what that was? He wou'd ie'l them. It ; 
was to go through every room in another man’s » 
house, to see how much furniture he wanted, and | 


what conveniences were required. He hoped that 


geatlemen would take notice of this fact, and re- | 
member it whenever they attempted to cast cen- | 


sare on the President in relation to his furniture. 


Mr. L. then gave some particulars of the condi- ` 
tion of the Wh.te House, when it was visited by | 
the committee, before it was left by the late Presi- 


dent Jackson. 


He said there was one room occupied by the — 


Private Secretary of the President, with his wife 
and family. 


fashioned mahogany table, which turned ap, and 


which was so mean that the wagoner of President | 
Monroe was ashamed of it, and actually refused io | 


take itaway. When he looked round that room, 
it reminded him of his son’s college room. 
these three old chairs, stained washstan?, and turn 
up table, was all the farniture in that room, which 
was occupied by the Private Secretary and family 
up to the time the la'e President left the city. If 
any gent‘eman doubted the truth of this statement, 
Jet him gə through the chambers and inspect them 
himself. Bot he hoped ke should no longer hear 
blame cast on the President when a small appro- 


priation was required for the purchase of necessary | 
If the furpivure was considered too ex- | 
pensive, it was not the fault of the President, but | 


farnitu:e. 


the fault of those who, by constructing the build- 
ing of such dimensions, had rendered it necessary. 

Mr. L. expressed his determination to vote for 
every reasonable appropriation for keeping the 
hoose in proper repair. He then called attention 
to the sums expended on the Treasury building, 
and went into an argument of som: l- ngth to show 
that, ia this instance, the appropriations ha 1 really 
been abused; which remarks will be given as carly 
as time and circumstances will permit. 
having concluded, 

Mr. PETRIKIN obtained the ficor, ani intima- 


ted a desire to reply to that portion of the remarks | 


of Mr. Liscotn in relation to the constraction of 


the Tieasury, Patent, and Post Office buiidinzs; | 


and, on his motion, the committee, at 6 o'clock, 
rose, and reporied progress. 
The Hoese then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Faspay, April 17, 1840. 

Mr. WALZ presented a memorial of cit'zens of 
New Jersey, praying the passage of a general bank- 
rapt law; which was referred to the Committee oa 
the Judiciary. j 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the Commit'ce on 
the Judiciary were discharged from the farther 
consideration of the memorial of Williamson and 
Sm:th. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the memo- 
nal of Seth C. McClure and others, citizens of the 
United States, praying an increase of duties on 
imported wo ‘lien goods; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of the 
heirs and legal representatives of Roteri Mocre, 
deceased, and the petition of J. B:aumont ard 
Nathaniel Harr.son, praying that they may be al- 
lowed to enter a quantity of public land; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
James Ware, a seaman in the naval service of the 
United States, praying a pension in consideration 
of disabilities incurred whilst a prisoner to the 
Tripolitans in 1803; which was referred to the Cum- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

_Mr. B. presented the memorial of the pilots of 
the Delaware river and bay, praying a repeal 
of the act of March 2, 1837; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 


In that room there were three old | 
chairs, a stained washstand, and a shabby old- ` 


Yet | 


Mr. L. | 


` CONGRESSIONAL GLORE. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
Prudence C. Lering, made an unfavorable report 
hereos; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Commitee on Claims, 


to which was referred the memorial of the Legisla- | 
tare of Michigan, praying thatcompensation may | 


be made to citizens fer property lot or destroyed 
during the last war, reported that, in the estimation 
of the committee, no further legislation is necessary, 
and asked to bedi-charged from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial; which was agreed to. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to -which 
were referred 

The memorial of the executor of Abner L. Dun- 
can; 

The memoria! of Charles Brenan; and 

The memorial of D. S. Gardiner, agent of James 
Brooks and others; 
made unfavorable reports thereom respectively, 
which were ordered to be printed. 

JMr. H. also from the’same committee, to which 
were referred additional papers in relation to the 
claim of Hill and Stalker, report that they contain 
nothing to change their former adverse report on 
this claim. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Commi'tes on the 
Public Lands, to which was reterred the bill from 
the House for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Joha Grunball, reported the same 
without amendment. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for the relief of the Steamboat Compa- 
ny of Nantucke’; and 

The biil for the relief of J. M. Strader; 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 


Toe bill supplementary to an act to grant pre- | 


emption rights to settlers on the public lands, 
coming up on its third reading, after some remarks 
by Messrs. CLAY of Alabama, KING. and CLAY 
of Kentucky, on motion by Mr. C. it was post- 
poned until Monday next. 

The bill supplementary to the act entitled “An 
act to estab:ish branches of the Mint of the United 
States,” app:oved March 3, 1835, coming up on 
its third readirg— 

Mr. PRESTON moved to reeommit the bill, with 
instructions to irquire into the expediency of 
abolishing or euspending the various branch 
mits. 

On this qnes ion a discussion ensued, in which 
Messrs. PRESTON and CLAY of Kentu:ky ad- 
vocated, and Messrs LUMPKIN, WR'GHT, 
CALHOUN, BROWN, HUBBARD, HENDER- 
SON, and BUCHANAN, oppcsed, the recommit- 
ment; and the questien on recommitment being ta- 
ken, it was decided in the negative—ayes 1], noes 
27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton» 
Crittenden, Dixon, Knight, Porter, Prentiss, Pres 
ton, Rugzles, Smith of Indiana, and White—11. 

NAYS—-Mes-rs. Allen, Andersen, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Cathoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Lian, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Walker, Williams, Wright, and Young—27. 


The bill wasthen read a third time, and passed. | 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill for the relief of the owners of the Bri- . 


tish brig Despatch; 
The bill tor the relief of Benjamins Parsons; 


Jeseph Barnard; 
The bill for the relief of E. W. and H. Smith; 


Peltier, and Jeseph Placy; f 

The tiil for the refief of the lezal representa- 
tives of Col. Francis Vigo; 

_The bill for the relief of Converse and Reese; 

The bill for the relief of Colin Bishop; 

The bill to refund to Noah Miller and others a 
part of the proceeds of the sale of the British sloop 
Mary, and caigo, which were captured by them, 
and liteiled and sold for the benefit of the United 
States; ; 

The bill from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of Sutton Stephens; 

The bill for the relief of the vestry and church- 


836 


wardens of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the 
parish of St. Philip, in the city of Charleston, ia 
the Sta'e of South Carolina; 

The bili for the relief of John C. Reynolds, late 
disbursing agent of the Government; 

The bill for the re‘ief of William Osteen; 

The bill for the relicf of Hazard Knowles; 

The bill for the relief of Charles M. Keller and 
Henry Stone; 
were severally considered as in Committee of. the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 


, Teading. 


The bill for the relief of Ira Day was rejected. 
The Senate then adjourned. i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, April 17, 1840. 

Mr. DOTY asked the consent of the House to 
offer a resolation, proposing to authorfze the CLERK 
to have prined a certain map of Wiskonsin; but 
the reception of the resolution was objected to 

By universal con.ent, Messrs. STEENROD and 
REYNOLDS presented petitions. 

(Mr. Reynotps of Illinois presented the memo- 
tial of George Kender, Joel Whiteside, and Jubilee 
Posey, of Madison opibiy; Tlinois, praying the 
adjustment of certain land claims; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands.) 

Mr. BURKE asked the general consent of the 


. House to present a memorial. 


Mr. RARIDEN objected. 

Mr. LEET said his friend from Indiana [Mr. 
Ranipen] certainly would not objectif he knew 
the natare of the memorial, it being one from the 


' Crere of the House in relation to the subject pend- - 


ing before the House. 

Mr. RARIDEN was understood to withdraw his 
objection. : 

The CHAIR announced that the first business in 
order was the reports of the Committee of Ac- 
counts, in relation to the contracts existing between 
Langtree and O’Sullivan with the Crerk of the 
House, for furnishing stationery, &c. and the im- 
mediate question before the Hou-e was the motion- 
to recommit the reports to the Committee on Ac- 
counts, with the following instructions: 

1. Whe her the prices paid by the CLerK of this 
House for stationery, is a reasonable price, when 
compared with what stationery can be purchased 
for trom ather persons, of like quality. 

- 9, Whether the stationery is not of an inferior 
kind, when compared with the stationery pur- 
chas:d for this House at the last two sessions of 
Cone ress. 

3. Whether any allowance was asked by the 
Crerk, either in writing or verbally, for the differ- 


|| ence inexchange between Philadelphia and New 


York; and, if any, how much? 

4. Whether any payment has been made by 
the CLerK the contractor, in advance, on his con- 
tract, or the auditing of his account by the com- 
mittee? 

Mir JOHNSTON of New York moved the fol- 
lowing asa sabstiute for the above instructions, 
viz: 

That the resolution which passed this House on 
the fourth day of March last, upon the subject of 
Station-ry, and the reports thereon, and the other 


| matters therein contained, be committed tu a Se- 


lect Committee, with additional ins ractions to in- 


'| quire and report to the House: 
The bill for the te‘ief of the representatives of ` 


1. Whether the prices paid by the CLERK of this 


! Hou-e for stationery as reasonable, when com- 
:} pared with prices for which s‘ationery of the same 
The bill for the relief of Pierre Menard, Antoine | 


quality could have been purchase. of other persons 


|| than those of whom he purchased. 


2. Whether the stationery isnot of an inferior 
quality, whencompared with the stationery fur- 
nished this House at the last two se:sions of Con- 
Tess. 

3. In what mode or manner the Cienk has ad- 
vanced or paid money to said Langtree, in relation 
to said stationery, the amoun's paid, and the dif- 
ferent times when paid; and that said committee. 
have power to send for person and papers. 

Mr. BURKE then asked leave to present the me. 
morial of Mr. GarLanp, the Clerk of the House. 

Mr. WISE claimed his, right to the floor on the 
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question before the House. He wouid, however, 
like to hear’the memorial read. 

The memorial was then presented and read as 
follows: 

To the House of Representatives: 

GENTLEMEN: As an officer of your honorable 
body, deprived by the rules of the House, and the 
laws of propriety, from appearing in my own de- 

fence, I am constra‘ned to resort to the ultimate 
right of an American citizen, and appeal to your 
honorable body, praying that a Select Committee 
may be raised, and inguiry made into my official 
condact, the propriety and integrity of which have 
been brought in question. 

In a letter addressed to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Accounts, two days since, when this mat- 
ter was brought into the House, I stated to him that 
I had no hing to conceal, was anxious for the most 
rigid scrutiny, and hoped he would throw no ob- 
sacle in the way of investiza'ion. This letter he 
was auihor zed to read to the Hose, if nec-s-ary; 
and he did, in his specch, state the substance there- 
of. But I understand that it was again repeated 
yesterday, (I was not present,) that Í have acted 
fraudulently, and am endeavoring to screen myself 
fiem invest gation. 

There were sufficient facts before the committee 
to disprove this charse, and there 1s now in the re- 

port of the committee, lying on your table, suffi- 
cient evidence to refute all such gratuitous asser- 
tions; but that there may not be tke slightest doubt 
restiog on the matter, I pray your hono:able tody 
to give the fullest scope to investigation. 
ing for a Select Committce for this purpose, I only 
mean to respond to the wishes of those who ex- 
pressed a desire for further inquiry, and not to cas! 
any imputation en the Committee of Accounts, 
who have htherto had ths matter in charge, and 
have reported thereon. Butas they ere accused of a 
partial leaning in my favor, T-hope I shall be ex- 
cused in des‘ring that any future ‘investigation may 
be tranferred to another tribunal. I have no 
choice as to that tribunal. [throw myself vpon 
the whole House, without regard to party d stine- 
tions, without fear of party influences, not doubting 
that a fair and honorable trial wiil be awarded me. 
I ask no favors—only justice. 
Very respectfully, 
HUGH A. GARLAND, 
` Clerk House of Representatives U. S. 

Mr. BURKE said ke wished to have a Select 
Committee raised on thè memorial, with general 
instructions 

The CHAIR inquired what numter did the gen- 
teman propo-e the committee should consist of. 

Mr. BURKE replied five. 

The CHAIR said there was such a proposi- 
tion now before the House. 

Mr. WISE presumed that that proposition 
would answer. 

Mr SMITH of Maine said that the prepcsi- 
tion of the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Jounston] was specific, and that of the gen'leman 
from New Hampshi:e [Mr. Burke] was general in 
i's character. 

Mr.WISEsaid he highly approved of the course 
of the Crerx in demanding an investigation. 
He was sure there was no one who did not desire 
that the investigation should te accorded to the 
Cerk upon what was charged. He said he al- 
ways was in favor of o:dering investigations into 
the conduct of the pub-ic officers on te princip'e 
of law which pre-umed all criminals innccent un- 
til they be proved guily. It was for that 
reason that he was opposed to the doctrine 
that the conduct of a public officer could not be 
investigated except on specific charges. The true 
ground, as the basis of ali investigations, ws the 
presumption of the innocence of the public officer, 
and for that reason he was in favor of general, and 


Jo ask-' | 


—$—$ $$ aua 


not specific, powers to a committee of investi-’ 


gation’ in this instance. The Crerx had 
done in this instance what every pubic officer 
should do. The dispositicn which had here o’ore 
been pursued, to obstruet investigation except spe- 
cific charges were preferred, would not be tolerated 
ia a country like’this. The doctrine of specific 
charges was wholly erroneous. There‘should be, 
and could be, no specific charges, unless there was 
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data to go upon; bat he held that when the least 
suspicious were hinted, in the publ:c prints even, 
that the offige:s of the Government should ccme 
forward, as the CLERK had done in this instance, 
and demanded ihat an iave-tigation should be had, 
and that witnesses should be examined cn oath. 
The CLerxk did what was right and proper; and he 
thought it was just that his memorial, and the re- 
poris of the minority and majority of the commit- 
tee, and the statements of the Crer accompany- 
ing these reporis, should be referred to the Se'ect 
Committee propesed, with general instructions to 
inquire into all matters of fraud and economy—the 
econo.ny of the contract, and the fraud, if any, in 
making the contract. This embraced every thing 
which it was pronesed to inve-t gate. 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York made no objec- 
tion which was distinctly heard; when 

Mr, WISE inquired o! him whether the grounds 
he had taken would not embrace every thing that 

-he wished. 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York was understood 
to say that the resolution of March was in terms 
sufficiently broad to embrace every thing, if the 
commitee had acted in good faith under it. 

Mr. WISE then read a reso‘ution proposing to 
raise a Select Committee, with general powers; 
which Mr. JOHNSTON of New York accepted as 
a modification of his, 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia hoped his col- 
league would agree to receive the memorial, and 
have it referred. 

Mr. WISE was perfectly wilting that it should 
be. : 
Mr. L. WILLIAMS objected to its recep'ion. 
Mr. LEET contended that the m-morial had 
been already recejved. 

Mr. J. GARLAND moved to suspend the rules 
for the purpose cf rec iving it; and demanded the 
yeas and nays on that mot:on; which were o:dered, 
and were, yeas 132,nays 13: Those who voted 
against its reception were, 

‘Messrs. Andrews, Barnard, Calhoun of Massi- 
choset's, Cranston, Garret Davis, Dennis, Dillet, 
Gentry, Hall, Mitchell, Profit, John White, L. 
Williams, and C. H. Wiliams. 

So the memorial was received. 

i Mr. BURKE then offered the following reso-- 
ation: 

Resolved, That the memcrial of Hccu A. Gar- 

LAND, Clerk of tre House of Representatives, re- 
lating to his official conduct as an officer of this 
House, be referred to a Select Comm tee of five 
members, with power to send for persons and- 
pap-rs. : 
g Mr. PETRIKIN ' er» raised a point of order, 
the ru'es having been suspended for a spec.fic ob- 
ject—the reception of the memorial—whether it 
was in order to offer a resolution. 

The CHAIR decided that the resolution was in 
order. ; 

Mr. PETRIKIN took an appeal from that deci- 


sion. P 
Mr. CLIFFORD maintained that the resolution 
was certainly in order—the rules having Leen sus- 
pended for the purpose of receiving the memorial 
and the memorial itself called for the appoint. 
ment of a Select Committee. It wou'd be no ase to 
receive it, unless for the purpcse of having some 
action wpon it. j 

Mr. JAMES GARLAND, for the purpose of 
doing away with any cavil, or any objection, and to 
show that the CLERK was willing to meet the inves- 
tigation in its broadest sense, would submit the ful- 
lowing resolation: 

Resolved, That the memorial of the CLERK, and 
all other papers and matters. pertinent to the sub- 
ject, now before the House, from the Committee of 
‘Accounts, or from any cther souree, be referred to 
a Select Committee, with instructions to inquire into 
all matters of fraud, all considerations of economy, 
and all other matters and things in relation to the 
contracts made by the CLERK of this House, in re- 
lation to furnishing stationery’ and lithographic 
printing for the House; and that said committee 


` have power to send for persons and papers. 


Mr. BURKE accepted it asa moddification of 
his re: olution. 
Some objection being still expressed, 


Mr. J. GARLAND said he did not wish to ap- 
pear captious about the form, and that the gentle- 
man objecting might put the resolution in his own 
form. 

Mr. WISE said the resolation, as then proposed, 
embraced all that was requisite. 

Mr. PETRIKIN s'ill persisted in his point of 
order, that the rules were no! suspended for any 
disposition of the memorial, or for the reception of 
any resolution. f 

The CHAIR said that the rules having been sus- 
pended for the reception of the memorial which 
asked for a particular thing, jt was certainly in or- 
der for the House to have sny proposition on the 
memorial to effect that object. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, to save trouble, said he would 
so modify his proposition as to refer the whole sub- 
ject under the instructions to a Select Committee. 

Mr. LEET said he had risen for the purpose of 
expressing his entire satisfaction with the course 
which the House, by its vote, on the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. GaRLAND] to sus- 
pend the rules, indicated a disposition to pursue, 
in reference to the memorial of the CLert, which 
was a few minutes ago read at the desk. 


He thought that it was mrght and proper, 
to receive and act upon that memorial, and 
with that view he had voted for a suspension of the 
ru’es. ‘Under the circumstances, what better plan 
could be adopted? Has any preferable one been 
suggested? No. For two or three days past, the 
House has witnessed a conflict (not the mest plea-. 
sant to any of the parties, ani perhaps not very 
useful to the House,) between the members of the 
majority and minority of ihe Committee of Public 
Accounts. A continuance of this controversy will 
be rendered unnecessary, and altogether suprrseded, 
by a compliance with the request of the CLERK, 

Under the resolution adopted some time since, 
said Mr. L. on the moticn of his colleague, (Mr. 
PETRIKIN,] the Committee on Accounts had made 
such inquiry as appeared to them , useful and 
called for by the resolution. That resolution: was’ 
one of inquiry alore; at that time no charges were 
preferred. But, sir, said Mr. L. daring the discur- 
sion oa the motion to recommit the report, insinua- 
tions, or rather, indeed, direct charzes, were “mae 
on the floor of the Hoase, of official misconduct on 
the part of the CLERK, in his contract for furnishir g 
stationery for the House. This, sir, being 
the fact, the case assumes an essentially dil- 
ferent aspect fiom that whch it in the first 
instance presened. In the present ¢ ndition 
of the mattr, it must srike every gent-eman 
that the course taken by the CLERK is a discreet 
and proper one. He is the officer of this House, 
and it is due to the House, as well as to himself, 


-that these charges of cfficial impropriety in the oon- 


tracts entered into for stationery, should be exposed 
to a patient and searching investigation. The Com- 
mittee on Accounts have divided in opinion in the 
performance of their duties, under the resolution, 
to which I, a moment ago, made reference, and the 
whole matter may appear enveloped in a. fog, 
which ovght most certainly to be dissipated. 

Mr. PETRIKIN here interprsed, and said that 
the question immediately before the House was 


| the point of order raised by himself. 


Mr. LEET proceeded to remark, that if Lis col- ' 
league insisted upon his point of order, let it be so; 
he could, in the way of legitimate discussion upon 
that point of order, say to the House all he felt any; 
desire to say, and it was but a word or two. . 

But, said Mr. L. as to this point of order, raised 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, he would 
mest respectfully remark, that his colleague him- 
self, upon reflection, would find that it was antena- 
ble. How stands the case? The honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Gartanp] moved to 
suspend the rules, for the purpose of receiving, 
considering, and taking action upon, the memorial 
of the Cierx. In this manner I under-tocd the 
motion of the gentleman. The House agreed to 
this motion, by a majority of more than two-thirds. 
Now, sir, said Mr. L. what will be the u-e of re- 
ceiving the memorial, unless we proceed further, 
and raise the special committee, which the 


- memorialist asks for, whose duty it wi:l be to 


inquire into, investigate and report upon the whole ' 
` 


TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 1840. 


VOLUME B...ccccror NO. 22. 


RTH CONG.. IST SESS- 


BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


Continued from No. 21. 

subject connected with the furnishing stationery. 
In this view of the case, can any one doubt about 
the resolution to raise the committee being in or- 
der? Without it, the reception of the memorial 
would be a vain and useless work. He contended 
the resolution was in order, and that the point of 
order by his colleague could not be sustained. 
Now, sir, as the committee proposed to be raised, 
he would say, 
commensurate with any and all abuses that may 

have been or that could be practised. 

The memorialist sabmits himself to the House, 
and as he understood it (said Mr. L.) invited in- 
vestigation. It ought to be made. Indeed, under 
the circumstances, the application of the CLERK 
comes with scrupulons propriety. 

He, for one, never would hesitate; never would 
pause about authorizing an inquiry in cases where 
any suspicions existed, or charges were made 
against the official deportment of the CLERK or any 
other officer of the House. And he was pleased 
to see the fair and open manner in which the 
Creare on this occasion appealed to the House to 
have the matter examined fully and thoroughly. 

Mr. L. proceeded to say, that whilst up, he 
would take the opportunity of remarking, that 
although be would most cheerfully vote for the re- 
solution to raise a Select Committee, in pursuance 
of the CLeRg’s request, as made in his memorial, 
yet he thereby meant no sort of disrespect to the 
honorable gentlemen composing the majority of 
the Committee on Accoun's. He had fall 
confidence ia those gentleman, and entertained 
no doubt that they had done every thing 
which appeared to them to be required by the 
terms of the resolution under whieh they acted. In- 
deed, since their report, enough has occarred to 
render the course now l.kely to be taken, accepta- 
ble to them. He had no doubt it would be. 

Mr. LEET remarked that he did not feel any 
desire farther to debate the point of order—he look- 
ed upon it as utterly unsustainable. Ir, said he, 
be could not be allowed to proceed with what he 
esteemed it proper for him to say, he would move 
the previous ques'ion on the appeal of his colleague 
[Mr. Peruin] from the decision of the Caain up- 
on the point of order. 

Mr. FETRIKIN asked his colleague, (Mr. 
Lerr,}) to withdraw the motion for the previous 
question, and he would save all farther difficulty 
by a proposition which he purposed making. 

Mr. LEET then withdrew his motion; when 

Mr. PETRIKIN withdrew his appeal; and, for 
the purpose of saving further discussion, moved the 
- previous question on the adoption of the resolution; 

whieh received a second, and the main question be- 

iog ordered, the question was taken, and the reso- 
_ lution was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
Jowing communications: 

1. Letter from the Seeretary of War, in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 9th instant, containing the report of the 
board of. officers appointed to prepare a plan for 
the defence of the Northern and Northeastern fron- 
tiers. Oa motion of Mr. HAND, refe red to the 
Commitiee on Military Affairs, aad ordered to 
be printed. 

2. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
compliance with a resolution of the House of the 
Gih April, respecting the trade with Mexico. On 
motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

3. Deposition. in relation to the New Jersey 
election. On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, referred 
to on ome on Elections. f 

anous Senate bills, of a private character 

taken from the Speraxen’ i i 

appropriately referred. A labie read twice, and 
. DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON offered a resolution 
(which lies over) setting apart (he 13th and 14th of 


let the powers of this commitiee be | 
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May next for the consideration of business relating 
to the District of Columbia. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. JONES, 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
went again into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Casey of Illinois in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. PETRIKIN had the floor, and, after soma 
preity caustic remarks in reply to a part of the 
speech of Mr. Oat, which referred moe particu- 
larly to himself, he went in'o a discussion on the 
subject of the expenditures on the public buildings, 
insisting that, though the extravagance was unde- 
niably great, neither the President nor his Cabinet 
was responsible for it, but Congress and the archi 
tect, whom he accused either of dishonesty or in- 
competence. 

Mr. P. having concluded a speech of considera- 
ble length, l 

Mr. KEIM of Pennsylvania was about replying 
to so much of Mr. Oaxx’s speech as had reference 
to “Old Berxs;?? when 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania informed him 
that Mr. Oare had left the House from indisposi- 
tioa; upon which, 

Mr. KEIM said he should defer his reply till 
that gentlemen Wasin his seat. He would only 
now say that the charge of Federalism either 
against that county or himself as its Representative 
could not be sustained before honorable men. 

Mr. CO@PER said Mr. Ocie had not charged 
Mr. K. with having been a Federalist, but had 
merely said that anti-bank Democratic Berks was 
represented by his honorable colleague, who was 
the president of a bank. 

The debate was continued at great length by 
Messrs. REYNOLDS, STEENROD, (and WISE 
in explanation.) 

Mr. STEENROD having concluded; 

Mr. WELLER obtained the floor, and expressed 
his desire to make some remarks; but, complying 
with the request of several gentlemen, and the hour 
gtowing late, he moved that the committee rise. 

On the request of Mr. STANLY, Mr. W. with- 
drew the motion, to enable that gentleman to make 
some explanations, in reply to Mr. Prrrixin, on 
some matters relating to the expenditures on the 
public buildings. 

The question being then taken on the motion 
that the commit'ee rise, there appeared—ayes 34, 
noes 43; no quoram voting. 

The CHAIRMAN thereupon rose, and reported 

that fact to the House. 
-~ Mr. VANDERPOEL said that every day, about 
4 o'clock, the House found itself without a quo- 
ram, and it would be impossible to pass the ap- 
propriation bills. He moved a call of the House, 
and asked the yeas and nays on the motion. 

Mr. WISE suggested to Mr. V. not to com- 
mence this severe operation this evening; but that 
the House, by gene'a! consent, should agree to 
meet at eleven o’clock to-morrow. 

(Cries of “No, m0,” in ali parts of the Hall] 

Mr. CRARY moved that the House adjourn;— 
(it being now ten minutes to five.) 

Mr. ANDREWS, allading 10 the practice of 
some gentlemen to go home to dinne:, aad then 
come back to protract the sessions of the Honse, 
asked the yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn; 


which were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 


Rariden, 
Toland, Weller, 
NAYS—Messrs. Judson Alien, 


Keim, Leet, 

Marchand, Parmenter, 
ussetl, Samuels, Shaw, 
Smar, Swearingen’ 


a 
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Taylor, Trumbull, Turney, Vanderpoel, D, D. Wagener, Jared 
W. Williams, and Lewie Williams—64. 

So the House refused to adjourn, 

And the question recurring on the motion that 
there be a cali of the House, the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 48, 
nay 55, as follows: 

YEAS—Mossrs. Adams, Judson Allen, Andrews, Atherton, 
Black, Blackwell, Burke, Carroll, Carter, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper. Craig, Cushing, John Davis, John W. Davis, Drom- 
Fra Earl, Eastman, Ely, Floyd, Galbraith, @raham, Hand, 

Tolleman, Jackson, Nathaniel Junes, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Lewis, McClellan, McKa: , Mallory, Marchand, Parrish, Profit, 
Rives, Samuels, Shaw, John Sm'th, Stanly Strong, Swearin- 

en, Taylor, Trumbull, Turney, Vanderpoel, Jared W. Wil- 
jane, and Lewis Williams—48. 

NAYS—Messrs. Beatty, Bond, Boyd, Anson Brown, William 
O. Butler. William B. Campbell, Casey, James Cooper, Corwin, 
Crabb, Cranston, Crary, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Do- 

rry, Dennie Doan, Doig, Everett, James Garland, Gates, 
Geniry, Giddings, Habersham, William &. Hastings, John 
Hastings, Henry, Hill of North Carolina, Hunt, Char es John- 
ston, Leet, Leonard, Lucas, McCarty, Montgomery, Newhard, 
Palen, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Randall, Rariden, Ray- 
ner, Ridgeway, ward Roger Russell, Bimonton, Steenrod, 
Swart, Taliaferro, Toland, Weller, John White, Christopher 
H. Williams, and Wise—66. 

So the call was not ordered. 


And then, on motion of Mr. WISE, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Saronnay, April 18, 1840. 

The CHAIR presented a message from the Pre- 
sident, in answer to a resolution of the Setiate of 
the 30th December, 1839, in relation to the tefusal | 
of any banks to pay the Goverament creditors in 
specie when demanded, &c. which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. ; 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, in obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 
16:h instant, directing the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to report te the Senate the annual amounts of 
drawback paid on the exportation of domestic re- 
fined sugar for each year since the application of 
the drawback system to that exportation; which 
was laid on the tab'e, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROANE presented a memorial of citizens 
of Elizabe:h county; which was referred to the’ 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of Shear- 
born Dearborn, and 

Documents in relation to the claim of Walter 
Haynes; which were severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. f 

Mr. WRIGHT presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of New York in favor of a general | 
bankrapt law; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Jobn 
Moore; which was referred to the Committee on ` 


1 Claims. 


. Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Jadi-. 
ciary, to which had been referred two bills to esta- ` 
blish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout. 
the United States, reported the same without 
amendment. . l 
. Mr. W. said that the minority of the committee 
would, on Wednesday next, present a bill embras» 
ing their views .on the subject. 23 
Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Re- ` 
volutionary Claims, reported _ ; 
A bill for the relief of James McCrory; 
A bill fer the relief of Frederick Seigle; 

A bill for the relief of John Jordan; and i 
'A bill for the relief of the heirsof Dr. John 
Ramsey;. š i a 

which were severally read, and ordered to asecodd 
reading; and the reports accompanying each cace ` 
were ordered to be printed. Be 
Mr. PRESTON submitted the following resdla-. 
tions, which were considered and agreed to: 
Retolved, That the Committee on Finance be 10- 
stracted to inquire into.the expediency of syspend- 
ing or discontinuing the branch mints, of either of 
them, and report by bill or otherwise. : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of extend- 


ing the limits of the port of New Orleans. 
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Mr. WALKER submitted the follow ng resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate te the Senate a statement 
of the namber of acres of land proclaimed for sale 
by the President of the United States in that por- 
tion of the States of Mississippi and Alabama 
ceded by the Chickasaw Indians, together with the 
dates of the several proclamations and copies 
thereof; the days upon which the several townships 
were actually offered at sale, the quantity disposed 
of at public sale, and also by private entry, and 
the prices-paid, the days when the several town- 
ships became subject to entry at private sale, speei- 
fying the number of acres now remaining unsold, 
the various prices at which said quantity remain- 
ing unsold is now subject to entry, specifying the 
Tanges, townships, sections, and parts of sections, 
and upon what days said lands so designated and 
specified that may remain unsold will be subject to 
entry at the price of twelve anda half cents per 
acre, and what lands, if any, so designated and 
specified, are now subject to entry at said ‘price. 

The biil fcr the relief of the owners of the British 
brig Despatch; 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Parsons; 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Joseph Barnard; . 

The bill for the relief of E. W. and H. Smith; 

The bill for the relief of Pierre Menard, Antoine 
Peltier, and Joseph Placy; 

The bill for the reiief of the legal representatives 
of Col. Francis Vigo; 

The bill for the relief of Converse and Reese; 

` The bill for the relief of Colin Bishop; 

The bill to refund to Noah Miller and others a 

rt of the proceeds of the sale of the British sloop 
May, and cargo, which were captured by them, 
and libelled and sold for the benefit of the Unitod 
States; 

The bill from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of Sutton Stephens; 

The bill for the relief of Jon C. Reynolds, late 
disbursing agent of the Government; 

. The bill for the relief of William Osteen; 

The bill! for the relief of Hazard Knowles; 

‘The bill for the relief of Charles M. Keller and 
Henry Stone; ~“ 
were severally read a tbird time, and passed. 

The bil! for the relief of the vesiry and church- 
wardens of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the 
parish of St. Phitip, in the city of Charleston, in 
the State of South Carolina, was taken up on its 


third reading, and, after a very animated dis-. 


cussion, in which Messrs. CALHOUN, HUB- 
BARD, TAPPAN, PRESTON, ALLEN, KING, 


WALKER, ’and DIXON participated, was read a . 


third time, and passed—ayes 19, noes 10. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The bill for the relief of the corporate authorities 
of the city of Mobile. 
The bill for the relief of Hez:k’ah Cunningham; 
The bill for the relief of James Smith of Ar- 
kansas; 
The bill for the relief of John L. Scott; 
The bill for the relief of Zadoc Martin of Mis- 
souri; 
~The bill for the relief of Gregoire Sarpy, or his 
legal representatives; 
The bill for the relief of Daniel B. Bush; 
The bill for the relief of Juhn W. Monette, and 
The bill for the relief of SamuelCrapin; 
were. several considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 


ing. 

The bill for the relief of Ira Day of Vermont, 
was indefinitely postponed. 

The bill allowing rations to Brigadier General 
John E. Wool, and George Croghan, was consi- 
dered and discussed at mach length by Messrs. 
LUMPKIN, PRESTON, KING, SEVIER,HUB- 
BARD, WALKER, and PIERCE, and the fur- 
‘ther consideration thereof postponed unt] Friday 
next. 

“The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarorpay, April 18, 1840. i 


‘On motion of Mr. J. GARLAND, the Seleet 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


Committee appointed yesterday in relation to the 
contracts for stationery was ordered to consist of 
five members, (the namber havıng been acciden- 
tally omitted ia the resolution.) And the journal 
was amended accordingly. 

Mr. PAYNTER, by universal consent, pre- 
sented a memorial from the pilots of the Delaware 
Bay, asking the repeal of the law passed the 
seventh of Augu-t, 1837, for reasons set forth in 
the memorial. . 

The SPEAKER announced that the unfinished 
business of the morning hour was the resolution 
heretofore reported by Mr. Br‘cas, from the Com- 
mittee on Pablic Expenditures, proposing to abo- 
lish the said committee, on the alleged ground that 
its duties had been assigned to other committees. 

Mr. HALL of Vermont, who was entitled to the 
floor, (and who is a member of the said commit- 
tee,) addressed the House in support of the resolu- 
tion, and in reply to some of the opposing argu- 
ments of Messrs. Cosnixa and Wise. Mr. H. in- 
sisted that he had heard nothing calculated to 
change the opinion wh’ch he entertained in com- 
mittee when he concurred originally in the resolu- 
tion—namely, that the rule constituting this com- 
mittee had become a dead letter, and that it oaght 
to be abolished. He said the gentlemen who had 
opposed the abolition of the commiit.e, had pre- 
sented so little in the way of argement, that what 
they had lacked on that score they had made up in 
denunciation. 

If the attack of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. Cusuinc] was energetic and spirited, that 
of.the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wre] was 
more so. That gentleman [Mr. Wise] had given 
to the House the fifteenth edition of hig speeches 
against this corrapt Administration, and he (Mr. 
H.) had always listened to bim with admiration. 
Heretofore he (Mr. W.) had confined himself to 
his political enemies, now he attacks his political 
friends; and this committee are accused of skalk- 
ing, and having deceived their friends in tis 
House. 

The hinge (said Mr. H.) on which the subject 
seemed to turn, was, in the opinion of the two gen- 
tlemen, that a new era had arrived in the subject 
of investigation. The gentlemen had been long 
members of the House, and the committee was of 
long standing. They had never taken any inte- 
rest in it until the present time, and seemed to 
have acquired newborn zeal on the subject. 

It seemed that a new era had arrived in the sub- 
ject of investigation, now that the gentlemen had 
discovered that there was a majority of their own 
friends on the committee. But if they would in- 
form themselves of ihe true history of the commit- 
tee, they would find that during the three sessions 
of last Congress there had also beena majority of 
Opposition members on the committee. There 
were daring that Congress five Opposition members 
to four of the Administration. 

Under these circum. tances, he was surprised that 
gentlemen had waited until now, before waking up 
on the subject of these investigations. 

Mr. H. said the committee were unanimous 
that their functions had ceased, and went into a 
long argument, founded on the rules, to show that 
the general powers belonging to that committee 
also existed in the other committee, which had been 
organized subs: quently. He showed that the spe- 
cific powers of the Committee on Public Accounts 
had been transferred to the Committees on the De- 
partments. He could find no jurisdiction in that 
committee which had not been transferred to those 
six committees. This committee had nt made a 
report since the year 1822; but he did not claim 
any exemption of performance of duties because 
of the neglect of the committee to report heretofore; 
bat being of opinion that they had no power to in- 
vestigate, he thought it right and proper that the 
committee had reported the resolution. If it did no 
other good, it would at least elicit an expression of 
opinion by the House as to the powers of the com- 
mittee, and by which he was understood to say the 
committee would feel bound to abide, for the future 
government of its action. 

Mr. H. had not coneluded when, the hour of one 
having arrived, the Speaker announced the special 
otder of the day. . 


On leave given, Mr. BIDDLE, from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, reported a bill in re- 
lation to the Red river raft, accompanied by an 
adverse reperi; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Tne SPEAKER announced the select committee 
in relation to stationery contracts to consist of the 
following gentlemen: ; 

Messrs. Burge of New Hampshire, Bricas of 
Massachusetts, Leet of Pennsylvania, Wise of 
Virginia, and Dawson of Georgia. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House certain 
depositions 1u relation to the New Jersey election; 
which were referred to the Committee of Elections. 

On leave given, Mr. BLACK presented a me- 
morial from citizens of Savannah, in relation to 
the construction of a custom-house at that place ; 
which was, on his motion, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House again resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whule on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Casey of Illinois in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the bill making appropriations for 
the civiland diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year 1840. 

Mr. WELLER being entit'ed to the floor on the 
above bill, in the couyse of his remarks adverted to 
the proposition to separate the banks from the 
Government. He showed that the financial system 
of the State of Ohio was somewhat similar in its 
details to the Sub-treasury bill; and that it worked 
very well. That not one dollar of the public mo- 
ney could be touched, except by appropriation by 
law. And he argued that if it worked so well in a 


` State Government, why could it not be adopted by 


the General Government, and prove equally bene- 
ficial? 

Mr. EVERETT here rose to a point of order. 
He wished to know whether it was proper for the 
gentleman from Ohio to discuss the Sub-Treasurj 


bill. 

The CHAIRMAN said he was compelled to de- 
cide, although great latitude of debate had been 
allowed, that the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Wer- 
LER] was not in order. 

Mr. STANLY moved that the gentleman have 
leave to proceed. n 

Mr. CUSHING wished to know, before the gen- 
tleman was allowed to proceed, whether it was the 
decision of the Cuair that the gentleman was out 
of order. 

Tne CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. CUSHING said if it was to be the under- 
standing, from the motion of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Sranxy,] that this latitude of 
debate was to be allowed, and the rules were to be 
thus violated, he had a speech upon the subject ef 
the South American and China trade which he 
wished to make, and would give notice, that he 
should avail himself of an opportunity to make 
it on this bill. 

Mr. STANLY made some respcnse to Mr. 
Cusnine, which was not distinctly understood. 

Mr. CUSHING merely wished to know what 
was the decision of the committee. If it should 
determine that gentlemen were to proceed out of or- 
der, he would be compelled to bow with submis- 
sion, but should at the same time avail himself of 
an opporiunity to make the speech on the subject 
in which he was interested. 

The CHAIR reiterated that hitherto it had been 
customary to permit gentlemen to indulge in a lati- 
tadinous course of debate on this bill; but, as he 
was called upon to decide, he must say that the 
gentleman was not in order. 

Mr. DAWSON proposed a compromise—that 
the Cuain would permit gentlemen to indulge in- 
some latitude on this bill, though he was opposed 
to itat the commencement, and that, when the’ 
House should go into committee on other bills, that 
gentlemen would then be confined to a discussion © 
of the subject before it. 

Mr. REED, in all his experience, had never | 
known such latitude of discussion to be allowed. 
He had proposed to the House at some previous 
time that all such discussions as had been indulged 
in should be permitted on the Presifent’s message. 
But inasmuch as the House had refused his propo- 


sition for that purpose 
would be permitted. 
Mr. LEET said that, with the consent of the 
gentlémait from Ohio, [Mr. WELLER] who wasin- 
dispose] on yesterday, he would suggest that he 
[Mr. W.] would defer making a speech bearing on 
the Independent Treasury bill, as it was important 
that action should be taken on the bill which was 
now under consideration. Another bill would 
shortly be introduced, and then the gentleman could 
resent his views on the Independent Treasury. 
r. L. suggested this course, from the considera- 
tion that the House would take action on the civil 
ànd diplomatic appropriation bill to-day. He 
made this suggestion, not out of any disrespect, but 
from a high concep'ion of his (Mr. W’s] patriotism, 
knowledge of the facts, and his sense of propficty. 
Mr. WELLER was understood to say, he was 
willing to accede to the proposition of ‘his friend 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Lret,] provided the com- 
mittee was disposed to take the vote on the bill to- 


pera 


he hoped that full latitude 


day. 

Mr. STANLY again moved that the gentleman 
from Ohio be permitted to proceed. 

The question being put, it was decided in the af- 
firmative: - 

Mr. WELLER proceeded, and after some time 
he remarked, that as many gentlemen seemed anx- 
ious to have final ac'ion on the bill before the 
House, he would say, that if the committee would 
take the vote on the bill to-day, he would defer his 
femarks till some futare occasion. 

Mr. LEET remarked, that with the permission 
of his honorable friend from Obio, [Mr. WELLER,} 
he would again most respectfully suggest, that it 
was expedient, wise, and proper, that final action 
should be had on the bill now before the House. 
Most of the items contained in it were in pursa- 
ance of law, and could not be rejected. No attack 
against such items can be sustained. If they are 
wrong, the laws authorizing them should be re- 
pealed. A 

He was pleased to hear his friend from Obio 
again say that he was willing this course should be 
taken—it was creditable to him. The appropria- 
tion bill, said Mr. L. ought to be passed. Much of 
the money, he understood, was absolutely needed 
by persons, to pay whose salaries it was in- 


Mr. HOPKINS here rose to a point of order. 

Mr. LEET remarked that he was through, and 
therefore no point of order need be made. 

Mr. CHINN said he know the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania was out of order; but the object was 
so palpable, and so promotive of the public service, 
that he was anxious that the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. Leer] should succeed. He hoped 
ho one would interpose further objection. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he objected, and proceeded 

. to give his reasons why great latitude should be 
given to this debate. Mr. P. having concluded, 

Mr. WELLER then resumed, and concluded his 
remarks in favor of the Sab-Treasury bill, asd in 
defence of the Administration, which will be given 
hereafter. He was followed by 

Mr. BROWN of Mississippi, who spoke with 
great animation, chiefly on the subject of banks; 
opposing that ef the United States, and advocatin 
the Sab-Treasury scheme; and in the course of his 
remarks he pronounced a eulogium on the charac- 
ter of Mr. CALHOUN. 

Mr. JENIFER inquired whether a certain ex- 
tract which he read from the report of a speech 
made by Mr. Brown while canvatsing before the 
people in Mississippi, was correct; in which be was 
said to have dec'ared that if Mr. Van Buren sheuld 
to-morrow resolve to abandon the Sub-Treasory 
scheme, Mr. B would no longer advocate i? and, 
also, whether Mr. B. had not been the advocate of 
that. system—ihe issue of post notes—the practical 
resultof which had almost rained Mississippi? 

Mr. BROWN explained; admitted that he bad’ 
used the words imputed to him, but said that the 
report was garbled, and omitted other parts of his 
speech which would puta different aspect on the de- 
claration. He had only meant that as he was the 
bumblest member of his pasty, if those who were 
ite prominent leaders concluded to abandon the Sub- 
Tregsury, it would not be for him to assume on his 
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feeble shoul-ers such a weight as that of so great | 
and important a meazure: and he should, therefore, 
cease 10 advocate it before the people. 

As to voting in favor of the issue of post notes when 
first propo-e{ by the Secretary of the Treasury, he 
had been in favor of it: but as lately practised by 
the banks in Mississippi, he had been the leader of 
tho:e who opposed the measure. i 

Mr. EVERETT having obtained the floor for the - 
purpose of addressing the committee, without doing ` 
so, yielded it to 

Mr. REED, on whose motion the committee | 
rose; when 
On motion of Mr. WISE, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, Apri! 20, 1840. ° 
DEATH OF HON. H. L. WHITE. 
After the reading of the journal, 3 
Mr. ANDERSON rose and said: 


Mr. Presicent: I rise to perform a very painful | 


duty; and adverting to the circumstances in which 
I last saw the distinguished individual of whom i 
am about to speak, it is exceedingly unexpected to 
me. 1 received, sir, this morsing, a few mo- 
ments before I took my seat in this chamber, a let- | 
ter from a friend at Kaoxville, announcing the 
death of Jadge Waits, and although we had re- 
cent intelligence of his enfeebled health, I had still 
hoped that it mizht be restored, and his life pro- | 
traced far beyond the present hour. | 

In rising, sir, to move the adoption of the resolu- | 
tions which I shall submit to the Senate upon this | 
occasion, in relation to this distinguished man, itis ; 
not improper to recite briefly a few of the leading ` 
facts of his history. 

In doing this, it is not inappropriate to remark | 


| that he was a member of this body during the early 
ji part of this session, and has often received here the 


honored distinction of presiding ever its delibera- 
tions; and the proceeding which I propose, I am in- 
formed by some of the more experienced members 
of the Senate, is within the analogy of those rules 
under which we offer respect and courtesy to the . 
memory of our departed associates. I am sure, sir, - 
there is not one of ali by whom I am surrounded, | 
who will not, under the circumstances, most cheer- | 
fuliy extend the tribute of regard to his character. 

He emigrated at an early day to Tennessee, 
while yet a youth, and settled near to the very town ` 
in which his remains are now deposited. He was 
the deseendantofa father who had participated in the 
patriotic struggles of our Revolutionary war, and 
who, in transferring his residence to Tennessee, 
brought with him the spirit of enterprise and love 
of country necessary to the settlement of a perilcus 
frontier. He received a classical education, and 
soon turned his attention to the study of the law, 
and at once engaged with ardor and success in the ` 
pursuits of that profession. His associates, from his 
youth up to the period when he had entered upen 
the duties of manhood, entertained f.r him the 
Kindest and most sincere personal attachment, and | 
were gratified at the rapid progress which he made 
in the confidence and favor ot the public, in every 
thing which pertained to the duties of his profession. | 
He was several times elected to the Legislatnre, 
and twice, I believe, sir, placed upon the Supreme | 
bench of the State. In all these stations he filled | 
the measure of private-and of public expectation. @ 
His mind was clear and vigorous, and took within . 
its range a vivid perception of the pecaliar duties | 
which belonged to each position. Subsequently to 
this, he received a high mark of theconfidence of our , 
Government by his appointment as a commissioner | 
under a very important treaty. The fide'ity and | 
ability with which he executed that trust are well 
known to those who conferred it, and to those who: | 
felt, or in any way participated in its action. 

It was after this that he was transferred to the 
higher distinction of a seat in this body; and I am L 
now surrounded by those who have served with 
him here, and who can fully appreciate his private 
and public worth. Ín ail the personal relations of 
his life, at hcme and abroad, he stood upon elevated 
ground. His private character was without re- 
proach, and I feel confident that every Senator will 
concur in this tribute to his memory. He now lies 


buried, sir, in the country of. his adoption; and I 
trust that we will pass unanimously the resolutions 
which I now submit. A 

Mr. A. then sent to the table the following resol} 
tions: : 

Resolved unanimously, That the members of the 
Senate, froma sincere desire of showing every: 
mark of respect due to the memory of the Hon. 
Hucu L. White, late a member thereof, will go 
into mourning forhim one mofth, by the usual 
mode of wearing crape on the left arm. 

Resolved ‘unanimously, That, as an additional 
mark of respect for the memory ofthe Hon. Huon 
L. Wuires, the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. PRESTON said: I do not know, Mr. Pre- 
sident, whether I am entitled to the honorI am 


` about to assume in seconding the resolutions which 
; have just been offered by the Senator from Ten- 
| nessee,in honor of his late distinguished colleague; 
; and yet, sir, [ am not aware that any one present is 


more entitled to this melancholy honor, if it belongs 
to Jong acqnaintance, to sincere admiration, and to 
intimate in‘ercourse. If these circumstances do not 
entitle me to speak, I am sure every Senator will 
feel, in the emotions which swell his own bosam,,. 
an apology for my desire to relieve my own, by 
bearing testimony to the virtues and talents, the 
long services and great usefulness, of Judge Wuitx. 

My infancy and youth were spent in a region 
contiguous to the sphere of his earlier fame and 
usefalness. As long as I can remember any thing, 
I remember the deep confidence he had inspired 
as a wire and upright Judge, ia which 
station no man ever enjoyed a purer, repu». 
tation, or established a more implicit seli- 
ance in his abilities and honesty. There was 
an antique sternness and justness in his charac- 
ter. By a general consent he was called Cato. 
Subsequently, a! a pericd of our public affairs. 
very analogus to the present, he occupied a posi- 
tion which placed him atthe head of the financial 
institutions of East Tennessee. He sustained 
them by his individual character. The name of 
Hoon L. Waite was a guarantee that never 
failed to attract confidence. Institutions were’ sus- 
tained by the credit of an individual, and the’ 
only wealth of that individaal was his charac- 
ter. From this more limited sphere of usefulness 
and reputation, he was first brought to this more 
conspicuous stage as a member of an important 
commission on the Spanish treaty, in which he- was 
a‘sociated with Mr. Tazewell and Mr. King. His 
learning, his ability, his firmness, and industry, 
immediately extended the sphere of his repu- 
tation to the boundaries of the country. Upon 
the completion of that duty, he came into this 
Senate. Of his career here, I need not speak. 


‘His grave and venerable form is even now’ 


before us—that a'rof patient attention, of grave 
deliberation, of ahrelaxed firmness. Here his po-" 
sition was of the highest—beloved, respected, ho- - 
nored; always in his’ place—always prepared for 
the business in hand-—always~ bringing to it the: 
‘treasured reflections ofa sedate and vigorous un’ 
derstanding. Over one department ‘of our delibe- 
rations he exercised a very peculiar control. Iq. 
the management of our complex and difficult rela- 
tions with the Indians we ali deferred to, him, and 
to this hé addressed himself with unsparing labenx;: 
and with a wisdom a patient benevolence that 
justified and vindicated the confidence of the Se- - 
nate. é 
In private Jife he was amiable and ardent. The 
current of his feelings was warm and strong. His 
long familiarity with public affairs had not-damped 
the natural ardor of his temperament. We all re- 
member the deep feeling with which he so recently: 
took leave of this body, and how profoundly that `- 
feeling was reciprocated. The good will, the love, > 
the respect which we bestowed upon him then, now. 
give depth and energy to the moorofal feelings 
with which we offer a solemn tribute to his memory. * 
. ‘The resolutions were then unanimously adopest 


And the Senate adjourned: — 


_ The CHAIR announeed “that the fitet business ` 
in order during the morning boar, 
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of the gentleman from Obio, (Mr. Swrnry,] to re- 
Gonsider-the vote refusing leave to the gentieman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] te report a bill pro- 
posing to regulate the fees of the clerks, marshals, 
afd attorneys in the District {Courts of the United 


Slates. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky suggested, that 
as neither of the gentlemen was in, that the ques- 
tion be informally passed over until they were pre- 
i which suggestion was acquiesced in by the 

ouse. — . 


Mr. WISE remarked that he perceived by the 


papers that he had been appointed on the Select 


Committee in relation to the official conduct of- the: 


Crerk of the Hause. He sand he did not wish to 
avoid any of the daties devolving upon him as a 
Representative, but must ask to be ex-vsed from 
servá: g on that committee. If continued on that 
committee, however, he would discharge h's daty 
faithfully. The probability was, that on the report 
of the committee, there would be a debate. on its 
procecdings, and it would require some effort on 
his part to support any views which he might sab- 
mit in the form of a rt. He had been posi- 
tively forbidden by h.s physician to indulge in de- 
bate, and foand that he must desist. He had last 
week participated in-debate, which bad resulted to 
bis injury. He (Mr. W.) had a disease of the throat, 
whieh compelled him to be silent, and he would 
try to be silenthereafter. Besides, he would shortly 
be absent from the city. He again asked to be ex- 
cased from serving on the committee. A gentle- 
man in this Howse, a physician, who hal been op- 
posed to him iu politics, had toid him (Mr. W.) 
that he must avoid the business of the House. He 
thefefore asked to be excased; which r: quest was 
granted.: 


~ Mr. BANKS, on leave, introduced further evi- 
dence in relation to a certain claim pending before 
the Cotamittee of Ways and Means, which was 
refetred 1o that committee. 

Mr. DAWSON also asked to be excused from 
serving on the Select Committee. He was a mem- 
ber of the Committee of Claims, which-rendered it 
almost, impracticable for him to do so. Were it 
not for ather, duties, he would discharge his duty 
on the Select Committee with great pleasure. He 
was, however, excused by the rules; but thought it 
proper .ta notify the House that he could not serve. 

Mr.. LEET said, if the gentleman from Goorgia 
asked to be excussd, he should feel himself bound 
to-do likewite. He admitted there was great pro- 
priety in excusing the gentleman from Virginia, 


[Mr. Wisg,] as he was sick; but ‘as the. gentleman 


from Georgia had no such excuse, he saw no rea-. 


son for: extending- the indulgence to.him. . It was 
well-known that the duties to be performed on the 
committee would nesessarily be of an arduous and 
unpleasant pature. He hoped the gentleman weuld 
. egnsent te gegbrough with his labors; but if he per- 
sisted in bis request tobe excused, he, Mr. L, must 
asi to be excused. also, as he saw nọ reason why 


one gentleman should be exempted in preference 


to another.. . : ES l 
. The CHAIR wished to know: if the. gentleman 
ftom Pennsylvania sabmitted any motion: 

-Mr. LEET said; he did not intend to make any 
thotion, but merely rose for the purpose of suggest- 
ing to the gentleman from Georgia the propriety of 
withdrawing ‘his request. 
which was read for information, as follows: 
$ ‘Phat members be awthurized to hand 
to the Curax, at the Cirng’s table, such petitions 
as areddmissible by the rules of the House, first 
endorsing thereon their names, and the name of the 
eommitiee to which such petitions belong; and 
What the petitions so handed ‘in be entered by the 
Orgi in the same manner as if presented in the 
weasl form; dat all petitions sebject: to- the opera- 
tion.of the resolution of the House adopted on the 
subject of petitions touching the abolition of: sla- 

aren take:the course prescribed by that reso- 
ution. ii : ; 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS objected. 

Mr.. WISER diiggėsted that alt petitions of a 
doubtful character, ander the rule of the House, 
might be lefi for the decision of the Srxsarn. He 


asked leave to submit a resolution, 
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hoved the gentleman from North Carolina would 
withdraw his objection. 

Mr. CROSS said that a precedent for bis motion 
was to be found on the journals of 1835, and felt 
constrained, under a sense of duty, to move for a 
suspension of the rules. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine referred to a similar pre- 
cedent in 1839. 

The question was taken, and the rules were sus- 
pended—yeas 95, nays 42. 

Mr. ADAMS having risen for the purpose of 
making some remarks on the resolution, he yielded, 


when = 

Mr. MORGAN moved to reconsider the vote on 
suspending the rales. 

Mr. BANKS, being of opinion that no good 
could arise from a discussion, moved the previous 
question on the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. ADAMS claimed the flocr to offer his 
amendment, observing that the resolution worked a 
very important change in the rales of the House, 
especially by empowering each member to decide, 
instead of the House, to what committee a memo- 
rial should be referred. 

Mr. BANKS insisted on his motion; when 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved to lîy the re- 
solution on the table, which was carried by yeas 
and nays as follows: Yeas 96, nays 84. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

The morning hour having expired— 

The House went again into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casry, of 
Illinois, in the chair,) and resumed the considera- 
tion of the 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. EVERETT addressed the committee for a 
considerable t'me upon the bill, adverting to the 
change in the practice of the House as to the gene- 
ral debate on the affairs of the Union, which used 
always to take place ona reference of the Presi- 
dent’s message, but was now irregularly indulged 
on other bilis. He laid the blame of the discursive 
character of the debate on the Administration side 
of the Hause, whieh had first “begun it, bat consi- 
dered the debate, though not strictly regular, very 
valuable and important. He then went into the 
merits of the bill, and instituted a comparison of 
the expenditures of the Government ia different 


years. . 

Mr. KEIM followed, and, after some preliminary 
remarks, in which he conteaded that the existence 
of the Committee on Public Buildings was no 
longer necessary, proceeded to give his views in 
relation to. the public buildings of this city. He 
said it would be remembered, that when,-at the 
last Congress, an appropriation was asked for the 
purpose of removing the Treasury building, ow- 
ing te its having been located on an improper site, 
he had oppssed it on the ground that the expense 
of removal would equa] the amount then ex- 
pended in its construction. It was, however, in 
vain that the architect had told them it would re- 
semble the temple at Ephesus, and that it had ail 
the qualities of the Grecian order, for he (Mr. K.) 
was satisfied that the building was not proper for 
the accommodation of the clerks. It was not a fit 
abode for men, but better calculated for the wor- 
ship of the gods of whose temple it was said te 
be an imitation. In fact, the pubiic buildings 
were like the committee rooms. of the Capi'ol, 
which, for inconvenience and unhealthiness, could 

ot be excelled. Aiter adverting to the various 
appropriations expended on the Treasury building 
and Patent Office, he gave his opinion that it would 
be better now for Congress to make a final, bat 
adequa'e, appropriation for their completion, and 
arrange it so that some one should be held respon- 
sible for the proper expenditure of the money. 

Mr. K. thea replied to some of the charges made 
by his colleague [Mr. OaLE} in his recentspeech on 
the alleged abuses of the Administration. Mr. K. 
said he had not originally. intended noticing them, 
as he considered it the duty of at least one portion 
of the House to remain silent, as a set off to the 
great amount of time consumed by others. 


In the course of his remarks, (which will be. 


given more fully hereafter,) Mr. K. alluded to the 
charges made by his colleague in relation to the 


' furniture ef the President’s House. He: said he 


would envy the feelings of no maa, who woutd, 
like a serpent, creep On his belly into the Presi- 
dent’s dwell.ng to see if he could not, by chance, 
discover some little article of convenience that 
did not exactly accord with his views of propriety. 
He could not envy the feelings of the man, whose 
magnanimons soul would lead him perhaps into the 
very bed chamber, to discover if, perchance, there 
wasa single yard more of cloth in the pillow case 
than he might deem consistent with the strict prin- 
ciples of Democracy. : 

Mr. K. also alluded to another charge in rela- 
tion to the aristocracy of the President, and his rid- 
ing in a coach and four. He said, for his part, 
he knew of no coach and four; but he knew that. 
when the President, in his late tour, passed through 
Pennsylvania, the vehicle in which be travelled 
was looked upon by the country people with sur- 
prise, as being too humble even for themselves. 
Mr. K. said, that while the President was sitting 
in a common tavern, an old Dutchman came in 
and said to him (Mr. K.) in his teutonic dialect, 
‘Where is that great man,” al hough he was sitting 
next to the President at the very time. 

On the question being asked, “Why, do you not 
know him?” the old man answered, “No;” and 
was surprised when he learned Mr. Van Buren was 
the person beside him. The old cvuntryman said 
he expected to see a man proud and overbearing, 
and one who had outriders to his carriage. 

Mr. K. then went on to say, that although this 
charge of aristocracy was not true with regard to 
the President, yet he could mention an instance 
where a former President had travelled through 
Pennsylvania in a coach and four, with outriders, 
That was the elder Adams. Yes, he did travel in 
the manner wrongly impu'ed to Mr. Van Buren; 
and when the carriage of President Adams was 
dashing along the turnpjke read, because an old 
man did not call in his dog, one of the outriders 
shot the poor animal. 

Mr. K. also neticed the attack made by his col- 
league on the sons of the President. He thought 
that at least the gentleman might have spared himt 
self that trouble, as whatever might have been the. 
sins of the father, the sons ought not to be held 
amenable. He would suggest, however, that his 
colleague should bave them shut up in a crib, or a 
«log cabin, with the string of the latch pulled in- 
side,” to keep them from mischief; also, that a 
“committee” should be appointed to watch over 
them, and protect them from annoyance. : 

Mc. K. then adverted to the charge made by bis 
colleague in relation to Mr. Buchanan, viz: that 
he had opposed the war. He (Mr. K.) denied it . 
That Senator never. opposed the war, but, on the . 
contrary, there was abundant evidence to prove 
that he went out to meet the enemy, and was en- 
camped on the frontiers of the Siate. 

The CHAIRMAN gave the floor tò Mr. Evz- 
RETT, to enable him to present certain additional. 
items in the comparison of expenditures. After 
which, 

Mr. OGLE appealed to Mr. Parmenter to 
yield the floor to him, to enable him to reply to Mr. 


Kem. 

Mr. PARMENTER was willing, be said, to 
yield the floor, if he could be assured that the gen- 
tleman:would confine his remarks to a personal ex- 
ptanation, and not enter into any extended reply to 
the argument of Mr. Kem. j 

Mr. OGLE said his reply would cover the 
ground of the attack, bat that he should not go be- 


yond it. ‘ 

Mr. PARMENTER replied at some length in 
refutation of the charges of the Opposition against 
the President and the Secretary of the Treasury. 
The Whig party, notwithstanding all their charges, 
and ihe severe scrutiny of the conduct of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, have never b'en able to dis-. 
cover a want of capacity in that officer. But the 
charges which had been heretofore confined to the, 
President and the Secretary, are now, to a conside- 
rable degree, transferred to the Pcstmaster Gene-. 
ral; and after all their attacks on him, every one 
admits that he is an officer of consummate ability, 
and of great research and industry. Mr. P. the 
replied to the arguments of Mr. Cusatna in relatio 
to the national expenditures, and proved thaj th 


Opposition were mainly answerable for the increase; | 


that they had, in most cases, voted for the objects 
causing the increase, such as light houses, harbors, 
the pension sysiem, and Iadan wars—and they 
actually acquiesced in all the appropriations mak- 
ing up the aggregate of increase. He adverted to 
one item which had been specifically referred to by 
his colleague, [Mr. Cusuixa,) clerk hire—and 
showed that in some of the Departments the ex- 
pense on this account bad been diminished since 
the adminisration of Mr. Adams; whilst in 
others it had not increased in proportion to the ac- 
cumulation of business, growing out of the in- 
creased wants, extension, and population of the 
the country. He admitied that the Democratic 

ty, when the Treasury of the nation was in a 
plethoric state, to get rid of the evils which they be- 
lieved would result from a distribation of the sar- 
plus among the States, were in favor of large ex- 
denditures on national objects—uch as fortifica- 
tions, the navy, and light-houses. And how mach 
better would it be now if that policy had prevailed. 
The national defences would now be in a proper 
condition, and many of the evils which now afflict 
the country, would have been prevented. He then 
adverted to the charge made by the Whies, that the 
Democratic party was the spoils party, and showed 
that the Administration had been considerably 
indu'gent to their political opponents, by permit- 
ting them to remain ia office; whilst, on the other 
hand, the Wh'gs, in every State in the Union where 
they bad the power, and particularly ia Massachu- 
setts, had practised the most indiscriminate pro- 
scription. If it was a fault that the Administra- 
tion had, in some instances, removed political op- 
ponents, the Whigs in Massachusetts had com- 
mitted that fault in a tenfold degree. He ieferred 
to the blue book of Massachosetts, and was under- 
stood to say that out of 830 officers, 800 telonged 
to the Whig party. The people, he said, expected 
that the Administration would look on their politi- 
eal friends w.th favor. The present Administra- 
tion had been liberal to a fault towards their ene- 
mies. $ 

Mr. P. in reply to the remarks of Mr. Oat of 
Pern-yivania, who had asked what Democracy 
was, showed that the Demoeracy was row what 
it was daring the war—that it was that which 
supported the honor and dignity of the countiy 
aad preserved the great principle of equal rights 
on which the Government was based; whilst on 
the other hand, the Whig party, in principle, were 
identical with the Federal party which, during the 
war, took ground diameirically opposed to the 
best interests of the nation, and threw every em- 
barrassment in the way of the Government in the 
effort it was making to preserve the honor of 
its fi-g, and in defending the sacred rights of the 
seamen, to secure them from impressment by the 
British Government There never have been but 
two parties in this nation—the old Federal—which 
was always adverse to the best interests of the peo- 
ple, and the Democratic party—and there were 
but two parties now: the Whig, which, in h's 
State (Massachusetts) was synonymous with the 
Federal party; and the great Demoeratic party 
which now supports the present Administration. 
To show the gentleman from Penonsylvania 
[Mr. OLE] who it was that composed the Whig 
party, and what Federalism was, he referred to his 
colleague, [Mr. SaronstaLt,] who was one of the 
ea 'ers of the Wh g party of the present day. He 
did not b:lieve his colleague hai ever supported a 
Democratic Administration. Mr. P. was under- 
s’ood to say that his colleague was oppaced to the 
administrations of Madison, Monroe,‘Jackson, and 
Van Buren. But now he was conspicaous for bis 
support of General Harrison. He was one of the 
great Central Intelligence Committee, composed of 
Whg members cf Congress. This committee, of 
which bis colleague (Mr. SaLTONSTALL] was a 
conspicuous member, has called upon the people 
to bring back the Government to its former princi- 
plesardits former precedents—to place in power 
those who will carry ont the principles of former 
Presidents, Ncw he had said that his colleague 
had. never supp:ried a Democratic Administra- 
tion,tberefore the principles and precedents to which 
he wished to bring back the Government, and 
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to carry out which he wishes to place General 
Harrison in the Presidential chair, must be the 
principles of the old Federal party, of which he was 
a member—priaciples which must be identical 
with those which he is now in support of. To let 
the House and the country know what those. prid- 
ciples were, he read from Niles’s Register of Octo- 
ber 8, 1814, a report made to the Massachusetts 
Legislature by a committee, of which his col- 
league (Mr. SaLTONSTALL] was a member, recom- 
mending the Hartford Convention. Mr. P. read 
over the names of those who composed that con- 
vention, and showed that all who are living belong 
to the Whig party; and that all those who had re- 
cently died, had departed in that faith. The same 
party in the Massachusetts Legislature, that au- 
thorized and supported the Hartford Convention, 
resolved that it was unbecoming a moral and re'i- 


gious people to rejoice at the defeats of the ene- | 


mies of their country. But the people of his State | 


subsequently expunged that foul blot from the re- 
cord of proceedings. 

The Hartford Convention passed a resolution 
authorizing an embassy to wait upon Mr. Madison, 
to say to him that he must change his policy or re. 
sign. All the gentlemen -now living, who consti- 
tated a part of that embassy, are members of the 
Whig p ny; and Mr.` Sallivan, another member, 
recently deceased, died in the faith of Federalism 
and Whigery. 

Mr. P. after commenting at some length on the 
objects of that convention, showed what were its 
principles, identified the Whig party with those 
who entertained those principles; and argued such 
were the principles,to which his cnlleague,in connec- 
tion with other members of the Whig party, in the 
appeal to the people, through their circular, wih 
to restore the Government. Mr. P’s :emarks, 
and the dccumentary proofs, will be published 
hereafter. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL obtained the floor in re- 
ply; when 

Mr. ANDREWS, remarking that he had been 
here since 10 o’clock this morning, attending either 
in committee room or on the House, moved that the 
committee rise. 

On which motion no quorum voted. 

And the committee rose, and their chairman re- 
ported the fact to the House. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House further 
testimony in relation to the New Jersey contested 

election; which, on motion of Mr. SMITH of Con- 
necticut, wag referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions. 

And then, at something after half past 5 o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Torspay, April 21, 1840. 
The CHAIR submitted certain resolutions of 
the Leg'slature of Florida, asking that pre-emption 


Tights may be given to certain settlers upon the 


public lands in that Territory; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a memorial of citie 
zens of Michigan, praying that the punishment of 
William Lyon Mackenzie may be mitigated; which 
was ordered to be transmitted to the President of 
the United States. 

Mr GRUNDY presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Memphis, praying for the passage of. a ge- 
neral bankrapt Jaw; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

„Mr. YOUNG presened the memorial-of: Levi 
Owen, and other cit zens of Illinois, praying that 
measures may te taken for the occupation and set- 
tlement.of :he Oregon Territory,. and the appoint- 
ment. of John Rowan, of Kentucky, as Governor 
thereof; which was laid on thc table. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of mem- 
bers of the bar in Mississippi, praying a removal 
of the Federal courts from Jackson to Vicksburg; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Fadi- 
ciary. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of S.G. Win- 
chester, praying the reimbursement of the duties 
peid by him on the impcrtation of : deriaia books; 
which was referred to the Commitice on Finance. 


Mr. W. also presented the petition of g .gumter 

of cit zens of Jefferson county, Missi-sippi praying 

the establishment of a mail route; which was: re- 

cos to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
oads. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of a large 
number of citizens of Hinds county, Mississippi, 
of both political parties, praying the passage of a 
general bankrupt law,: which would he imperative 
on banks and merchants, and optional with other 
classes of the community. ts 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Rankin county, 


Mississippi, of similar tenor. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a memorial, 
which he said was signed by a number of respec- 


| table citizens of that State, aad, like another he 


had presen'ed some days ago, embraced not only 
merchants and traders, but farmers, planters, and 
mechauics, of much respectability, 

Mr. C. said he would take this oocasion to re- 
mark, that he believed some measure of the kind 
wes necessary for the seca-ity of creditors, gs well 
as debtors. For want of a general bankrupt law, 
he said a debtor had the right, in most of the States, 
if not all, to prefer one or more creditors to the ex 
clusion of the others. This he thought unfair. and 
unjust. When an individual had not the means 
of paying the. fall amouat of all his debts, there 
should be an apportionment amongst the, creditors, 
acc ‘rdingjto some fair and just ratio: Again: he 
said it was extremely hard thata man who once 
became indebted beyond his ability to pay, (though 
it may have happened by misfortune, or causes not 
to be foreseen,) should, throughout the remaiader 
of his life, cor:tinve hopelessly involved, his enere 
gies crippled, and useless to his family and coun- 
try. He hoped some measure wou'd be reported 
to remedy this evil, upoa which all could agree. 
The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of citizens 
of New York, praying the imposition of a duty on 
foreign silks; which was referred to the Committee 
on Financ>. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Wayne county, New York, praying for the passage 
of a general bankrapt law; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. presented the memorial of 
John Broce; which was referred to the-Conmmittee 
on Claims. to Mog 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the-Committeson Fo- 
reign Relations, to which was referred. the. mes 
morial of J. M. Clayton, and other citizens of Res 
laware, on the subject ofa canal across:the isthmus 
of Darien, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof, and that it be tranemitted to 
the President of the United States; which was 
agreed to. ; 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the. report of the Se- 
cretary of War, relative to the process termed 
“Kyanfzing,” reported in favor of printing the. 
same; which was agreed to, 

Mr. FULTON, frem the Committee on the Pab- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill. in relation 
to donations of land to certains. persons in the 
State of Arkansas, reported the same wichout 
amendment. ; sig 

. Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the. petition and pa- 
pers of George C. Johnston, asked to be discharged. 
from their. further conside-ation, and. that they be 

tinted; which was agreed to. á 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Publie 
Lands, to which was referred the memorial- of the 
Legislature of Alabama, requesting. Congress- to: 
cede te the. State of Alabama the Musele Shoals 
Canal, reported a bill for that parpose; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr, NORVELL, from the Committee on Com 
merce, reported a bill authorizing the erectign of 
cerjain light-houses and light boats, and the estas 
blishment of certain buoys and beacon. lights; 
which was read, and orde:ed to a second reading, 
and i the special order for neat: Thursday 
week. : i ; 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, fram tbe Commiitee on 
the Publie Lands, to which was referred the mq, 


A 


morial of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
of fows, that settlers on the 16th section be allowed 
a pre-emption right to the same; and also, 
Resolutions of the Legislature of Fiorida, for the 
passage of a law granting floating pre-emption 
rights to certain set lers, asked to be discharged 
from the farther consideration thereof; which was 


agreed to. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Willis 
McDonald, made an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, trom the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which vas referred the bill for 
the relief of Elihu Hall Bay, ‘reported the same 
without amendment. 

` Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Zadock 
Smith; made an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 
- ° Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of John Moore, re- 
ported a bill for his relief; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. H. also, from the same commi'tee, made an 
adverse report on the bill from the House for the 

relief of the heirs of John Wilkinson, ceceased; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill from the House for the relief 
of Cornelius Tiers, reported the same with an 
amendment; the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE, in pursuance of prev-ous notiee, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
construction of certain harbors on Lake Michigan; 
whieh was read, and ordered to a secon | reading. 

- Mr. WHITE sabmrted the following motion 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That ‘the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before the Senate a statement 
of the names of banks in which special de- 
posites in specie were made to the credit of 
the Treasurer of the United States, in an- 
tivipation of reeciving therefor Treasury noies 
scned under the ects of 1837, 1838, and 1839— 
and cf ihe date and amount of each delivery of 
Treasury notes on acccuat, of having received cer- 
hficates of such special deposites; with the rates of 
interest 'of such Treasury notes, and the names 
of the persons or banks to whom the same 
wera. delivered. Also, a statement of the amount 
remaining in each of such banks to ‘the credit 
of the said Treagurer,at the date of the first of such 
certificate issued by sach bank. And also, a 
monthly statement of the amount of ail otter de- 
posites to the credit of said Treasarer, in such 
banks, for each month during the period between 
the date of such first certificate and the date of 
the payment of such Treasory notes. And also, a 
siatement of the drafis drawn against such special 
or other deposites in e2ch month curing sich period, 
stating the transactions with each bank in a se- 
parate account. And also, copies of all corre- 
spondence between the Deparment and fuch banks, 
and any person or persons, relative to the making 
sech special deposites, and to the delivery of such 
Treasury notes. ` 

BILLS PASSED. 
_ The bill for the relief of the corporate authorities 
of the city of Mobile; 

The bill for the relief of Hezekiah Cunningham; 

The bill for the relief of James Smith of Arkan- 


Sas; 

The bill for the relief of John L. Scout; 

The bill for the relief of Zadoc Martin of Mis- 
souri; ; : 
The biH for the relief of Gregoire Sarpy, or his 
legal representatives; 

The bill for the relief of Daniel B. Bush; 

The bill-for the relief of John W. Monette; and 

The bill for the relief ef Samuel Crapib; 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The bill granting to the State of Michigan a 
quantity of land to aid said State in the eons:ruc- 
fion of a caval around the falls of St. Marie, war 
taken up on its third reading, and was opposed by 
Me:srs. CLAY of Kentucky, PRESTON, CRIT- 
TENDEN, and BUCHANAN, and advocated by 
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and WALKER; when, afier some remarks by Mr. 
TAPPAN, it was, on his motion, recommitted to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

The bill supplementary to an act to grant pre- 
emption rights to settlers on the public lands, 
goming up on its third reading, — 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky addressed the Senate, 
at length, in opposition to the bill, and was replied 
to by Messrs. CLAY of Alabama and WALKER. 
- Mr. CLAY of Kentucky then moved to recom- 
mit the bill with instructions; which was nega- 
tived—ayes 8, noes 25. 


The question was then taken on its passage, and | 


it was decided in the affirmative—ayes 26, nays 9, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grandy, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of 
Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, Wil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Knight, Pren- 
tiss, and Roane—9. ' 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Toxspay, April 21, 1840. 


The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- ` 


ness in order was the resolution reported from the 
Committee on Public Expenditures by the gentle- 
man {rom Massachuret's, [Mr. Briaas,] proposing 
to abolish that committee, on the ground that the 
duties belonging to said committee had been trans- 
ferred t» other committess. 

Mr. HALL, who was entitled to the floor, was 
about proceeding in continuation of his remarks; 
when 

Mr. CUSHING wished, before the gentleman 
from Vermont proceeded in his remarks, to call his 
a'tention to a portion of his speech which appeared 
in the Globe of last evening. The gentleman was 
represented as referring to a new era of investiga- 
tion, and to the new born zeal of the gentlemen 
from Massachusetts and Virginia at the present 
session. Now he, Mr. C. would remind the gen- 
tleman from Vermont that toth him-elf and the 
gentleman from Virginia had, at the last Congress, 
repeatedly called on the committee to report. He 
recollected distinctly that Mr. Wise had more than 
once demanded of the committee whether tiey 
were ready toreport. So far as regarded himself, it 
was true that he dit not move a reso!ution to com- 
pel the committee to act, because that course, in 
his opinion, would have been very insidious. ` But 
when the sabject was brought directly before the 


House, he thought it his duty to pursue the course ; 


he had. 

Mr. WISE said that, for himself, he recollected 
having repeatedly called in the committees for re- 
ports. 


reports should be made. 


Mr. HALL had no distinct recollection of what , 
he did say on the oceasion alluded to, but if he had . 
stated any thing which did isjustice to the gentle- | 
Bat he had . 


man, he would willingly. correct it. 
understood the gentleman frem Mas.achucetts as 
taking the ground, that as the Committee on Pub- 


lic Expenditures had now a majority of Opposition | 
members, under these circumstances much more | 


was to be expected from them than had heretofore 
been done. He had understood the gen'leman 
from Virginia as having taken the same ground. 
It was that which had induced him to speak of their 


new-born zeal, as he had shown that during the | 
time of Mr. Speaker Polk, tbere was also a ma- ` 


jority of Opposition members on that committee, 


and that the zeal of the gentlemen was just as ap- | 
plicable to that period as it was now. His remarks | 
had been based on that understanding, viz: thatthe | 


gentlemen expected more from the committee now 


than formerly, whereas its political character had | 
been the same during the whole of the Jest Con- | 
If he had misapprehended ` 
them, he was ready to make a correciion, as, in : 


gress as it was now. 


the remarks he made, he did not intend any offence 
to either of the gentlemen. 


Also that, on one occasion, he gave no- | 
tice that he should renew his demand daily, until | 


collection of many old members of the House, 
that he did call repeatedly for reports during the 
last session. The gentleman might state the fact 
or not, just as he pleased. 

Mr. HALL said he had himself a distinct recol- 
lection of the gentleman from Virginia having 
made a call upon the committee for a report. But 
it was on the point that the gentleman considered a 
new era had arrived, owing to a different political 
complexion of the committee, that his remarks had 
been founded, and which had induced him to show 
that its complexion had been the same during the 
whole of the last Congress. 

Mr. H. made a long argument in support of his 
position, and made some remarks in reply to Mr. 
Wiss, to which that gentleman responded. 

Mr. LEET obtained the floor, and havingspoken 
afew minutes in opposition to the adoption of the 
resolution for abolishing the Committee on Public 
Expenditures, 

The SPEAKER announced that the morning 
hour had expired. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and took up the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL prefaced his remarks 
by an allusion to an article which had appeared in 
the Globe, and which, he had been informed, was 


| sent to that paper in the shape of a communica- 


tion, furnished probably by a member of the 
House. The articie Mr. S. read, and said the drift 
of it was to show that he was peculiarly sensitive 
in relation to the Hartford Convention. Mr. S. - 
then went on to make comments on the dialogue 
said to have taken place, on the occasion alluded 
to, between him and Mr. Wartrzrson, and denied ` 
having said any thing about the Haitford Conven- 
tion. 


Mr. WATTERSON said he did not distinctly 
hear what the gentleman from Massachuseus said 
when he had called him (Mr. W.) to order the 
day. But he had understood him tv say that “he 
would like to know what the Hariford Convention 
had to do with the question before the House.” He 
(Mr. W.) could not hear the words distinctly him- 
self, but was informed by several gentlemen, who 
were near him at the time, that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts had used the words attributed to him; 
but, as that gentleman had denied having used the 
language, he (Mr. W.) could have no doubt bat 
that the gentlemen were mistaken. 

Mr.SALTONSTALL repeated that he did not 
use the words, and he challenged any gentleman 
to get up in’ his place and say that he did say any 
thing in relation to the Hartford Convention. 

A member here rose and said, that he happened 
to be standing near Mr. S. at the time alluded to 
by the Globe; and he was certain that the word 
used was Harrisburg, and not Hartford Conven- 
ticn. 

Mr. WATTERSON was understood to say that 
he did make the remarks attriba’ed “to him in the 
communication published in the Globe, but there 
was so much confusion in the hall at the time, that 
it was doubtful whether he was heard on the other 
side of the hall or not. But that was of no conse- 
quence, as, if the gentleman did not on that occa- 
sion allude to the Hartford Convention, he had risen 
now for the parpose of defending it. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL denied that his present 
object was te defend the Hartford Convention. He 
had risen for another purpose. “Mr. S. then pro- 
ceeded to notice an article which appeared ia the 
Giobe of last evening, and which charged him and 
others with circulating in Virginia a certain docu- 
ment, giving a false statement of the different 
amounts of expenditure of the present and former 
Administrations, calculated to prejudice the public ` 
mind, by a presentation of statements ex parte in 
their nature. Also, that the said document was 
gotup in a form calculated to lead the people to 
suppose it was an official d-cument of the House. 

Mr.C. denied the allegation. He said it was 
neither more nor less than a copy of a report from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, word for word. 

At the request of Messrs. WISE and RICE 


\ Mesra NORVELL, HENDERSON, PORTER, 


Mr. WISE repeated that it would be in the re- | GARLAND, the document was read by the QLERK, 


` 


and compared with the official papers, of which it 
was said to bea ep: 

Mr. WISE sated, in behalf of an absent col- 
league, that the document was prepared for the l 
press by that gentleman, and he was responsible | 
for its correctness; and thatit was a true and faith- | 
fal copy of the official papers, from which it was | 
compiled. Mr. W. then called upon his colleagues 
to point out any instance, if they could, where the 
document was not a true copy. 

Mr. HOPKINS said, that for his part he had not | 
examined the document, nor had he heard of iis 
existeace previous to its production by the gentle- 
mani fem Massachusetts, [Mr. SALTON TALL.] 
Bathe would submit to his colleague whether it 
was not duc to them, as an act of ju-tice, to have 
presented with that document the names of the 
individaal members who had voted for the appro- 
priations of the poblic money. He putit to the 
gentleman (Mr. W.) whether a majority of his 
political friends had not themselves voied for those 
appropriations. : 

Mr. WISE said his colleague had given no an- | 
swer. He repeated bis ques'ion, and asked him | 
whether the document was a true copy or not. It | 
was not the business of his party to present the 
views of the Administration w:th the docamen's 
they chose to present to the people. Mr. W. ia 
answer to a question, admitted that the document | 
had been sent to Virginia with a view of inflaenc- |; 
ing the election; and as the correctness of it was | 
not called in qaestion by his colleagues, he should | 
forthwith take 2,000 of them from the printer, and | 
send them for distribution, as correct. a) 

At this moment great confusion prevailed in the | 
hall, arising from a sudden personal rencon:re be- 
tween Messrs. Rick Gartanp and Bynum. The 


|; by the gentieman from Kentucky. 


combatants were immediately separated by the 
interposition of ¿other members, amidst great noise 
and confusion. 

The SPEAKER, at the request of several mem- 
bers, took the chair, and, with mach d_fficalty, suc- 
ceeded in restoring order. 

Mr. WISE moved that the gentlemen be taken 
into custedy by the Serzeant-at-Arms. 

The SPEAKER said that as the Committee of || 
the Whole had nct regularly risen, now that order 
had been restored, he would call upon the chairman | 
of the committee (Mr. Casey] to resume the chair. , 

Mr. DROMGOOLE knew nothing of the com- | 
mencement or cause of the affair which had just , 
disturbed the harmony of the proceedings, and did | 
not mean to impute inceptive fault to any one, dat | 
he, for one, could net consent to resume the ba-i- 
ness in committee, without some action being had 
thereon. He felt it his daty, and the duty of 
gentlemen of all parties, to unite in preserving the , 
order and dignity of the House. It was due to 
themselves, and to the people whom they repre- 
sented, that a stop shonld be put to such disgrace- 
ful proceed'n:s, and that the disorder should be 
prevented from going any fariher. 

_ Mr. WISE, before any motion was made, wou'd 
Itke to know from the Sreaxer, what was the 
parliamentary course of proceeding in such cases. 

The SPEAKER was anderswod to say it would | 
be parliamentary to raise a committee for the pur- 
pose of investigating the fac's, It had also been 


t 
1 
j 


the practice to put a specific m t'on to the House i; 


itself. Here'o'ore, he believed, the House had not 
gone for:her than to entertain a motion submitted | 
to itse!f, and not to send the matter to a committee 
ef inquiry. j | 


Mr. UNDERWOOD raid he had been here | 
some years, but he must confess that the scenes be 
had witneszed daring the present session were very 
different from conduct pursued heretofore. He 
regretted this change very much indeed. But he 
mast be permitted to remark, that unless some steps 
were taken to produce a change in the manner of 
conducting the business here, members might as 
well go home at once, for this state of things could 
not last much longer. It was not only a disgrace 
to themselves, but a disgrace to the country. Mr. 
U. then offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That a committee of five b2 ap- | 
pointed to investigate the facts r-lative to the dis- 
order and personal violence which bas just taken 
place between two its members, to wi!: Rice Gar- 
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Lanp and Jesse A. Bynum, and that said com nit- 
tee report with all practicable despatch the facts.of 
the case. 

Mr. CONNER approved of the motion just made 
Tt must be ob- 
vious to all that it was necessary to preserve order 
in the House; and he was in favor of an imme- 
diate investigation, and that censure should fall on 
the offender, whoever he might be. He had been 
an attentive observer for some time past; and he 
was sure that not only members, but visiters in the 
galleries, must have seen that something was ne- 
cessary to preserve the order and dignity of the 


, body. Those members whu had been here more 
: than two or three terms, could not but regret the 


sad change which had taken place in the mode of 


: conducting the business of the House. Mr. C ap- 
: pealed to the recollection of the Sreaagr in rela- 
| tien to a former case of disturbance, not precisely 
' like the present, but which, for the sake of preserv- 
‘ ing the credit of the House, had teen quashed. 
. Butnow the time had come when the most dis- 


graceful language was used, not only ia the under 
current, but openly, ia the face of the House; and 
we had heard quite as much vulgarity and abuse 


` as was ever hvard at the tail of a cart, or at a mili- 
' tia muster in the district which he represented. 
' every legislative body, it was necessary that order, 


Ta 


peace, and harmony, should be preserved; and he 
hoped that every lover of order would unite to 
keep down this turbulent spirit, which was 
ever calculated to disturb the harmony of eir 
proceediags. The reputation of the H of 
Representatives of the United States was now mea- 
surably gone into disrepute, and from the course 


| pursued it was no more than could be expected. 


What had been the mode of procedure for the last 
ten or fifteen days? Instead of auending te the 
questions before them, had it not been one continu- 
ed attack on the high officers of our Government, 


; who were charged with the grossest corruption? He- 
' did not stand there to vind:cate those officers if they 


were in fault, buthe stood there as the friend of 
order. x 

Mr, C. then alladed to a case which occurred 
some years ago, when the Secreiary of the Presi- 
dent of the United States was assaulted in the Ro- 
tundo by a printer. On that occasion a committee 
of investigation was appointed, and he well remem- 
bered the indignaticn expressed by members of all 
parties, and their readiness to resent it, although 
the individual was but the Secretary of the Presi- 
dent. He also alluded to the instance when a 
memter of Congress was attacked in the street, 
and said he believed that he was one of the twenty- 
five, who voted to take no notice of it,believing that 
the House had nocognizance. But he referred to 
it merely to show the feeling which existed om the 
subj-ct. He also alluded to another iostarce when 
one night a rencontre was prevented between two 
members, by the interposition of their friends. But 
the evil was now inc:easing to an alarming extent, 
and with the gent'eman from Kentucky, he would 
say that unless a stop was put to it immediately, 
Crngre's might as well adjourn forthwith, and 
members returmto their constituents to inform them 
that they, their Representa ives, were unable to do 
any business. 5 

Mr. BANKS said he rose under the influence of 
feelings of a painful natare. He had been raised 
in that school which taught him to look on order 
and d-corum in a public body like this, as essential 
tu its dignity, and to the dignity of the people who 
sent them there. He could not look but with pain 
and mortification on the recent course of debate, in 
arraigning at the bar of the House members of a 
co-ordinate branch of the Legislatare, and expos- 
ing the private characters of individuals who had 
no opportunity to reply. He considered it undig- 
nified, and unparliamentary, in arraigniog the 
high officers of Government, instead of attending to 
the legitimate bus‘ness before them. But although 
gentlemen had thought pr: per to protract this de- 
bate, without atlending to the business of the coun- 
try, yet now he trusted they would pause, and that 
members of both paities would unite in, preserving 
order. 

Mr. B. then stated that he happened to be near 
the two gentleman at the time the rencontre occur- 


red, and that, with others, he had. leat ble aid to 
separate them. He would say nothing now as to 
the cause which gave rise to the unfortanate dist- 
turbance; but he had risen for the purpose of en- 
treating all parties to unite with him in preserving, 
in future, the dignity of the House, and thereby 
the dignity of the people of tbe United States. As 
regarded the present case, he hoped the House 
would act promptly, and that a committee would 
be raised at once to ascertain the facts which gave 
rise to the disgracefal scene, let the blame fall 
wherever it might. He was anxious for the adop- 
tion of any cvurse for preserving the dignity of the 
House. 

Mr. BRIGGS said we had now arrived at a 
point where we must stop. This system of vul- 
garity and abuse could be tolerated no longer. 
He was ashamed to say that in this body language 
was indulged, in which, for coarseness and vul- 
garity, could not be exceeded en the highway; and, 
as might b: expected, such language had at last 
led to personal! violence in the face of the House. 
He was couvioced that men,bers on both sides had 
felt disgraced by such proceedings, and were de- 
sirous of adopting a remedy ;but they had suffered 
the evil to go on too long, until it hai at length 
terminated in the most unhappy occurrence. But 
he would now call upon ali to join with him, and 
from this moment to put shoulder tu shou'der, and 
mind to mind, for the puspose of adopting a course 
that would elevate the House to the height from 
which it had fallen, and restore its dignity. It 
could be done, and must be done; otherwise all 
hopes of order would be gone. He hoped a com- 
mittee would be app»inted at once to investigate 
the unpleasant occurrence, and would make no 
further remarks until the facts had been investi- 
gated. 

Mr. ANDREWS said he was a young member, 
bat he hoped the House would excuse him when be 
gave his humble opinion that no good conid arise 
from prolonving this debate. He hoped the gen- 
men would consent to the immediate adoption of 
the resolutjon, and he therefore moved the previous 
question 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question having been ordered on the adoption 
of the resolution, the question was taken and the 
resolution was agreed !o, and the following gentle- 
Men were appointed to serve on the committee, 
viz: Messrs. Unperwoop, Burer of Ky. Briaas, 
Coorrr of Ga. aod CLIFFORD. 

Mr. WISE hoped the committee would be direct- 
ed to proceed at once, so that the matier might be 
disposed of to-day; aod on his motion the commit- 
tee was granted leave tu sit during the sesioa of 
tre House. 

Oa motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House 
again resolved itself in‘o Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union and resumed the conside- 
taon of the civil and diplomatic appropriat:on 
bill. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL then resumed his re- 
mauks, and spoke in reference to the jate war with 


- Great Britain, and said that those who eon- 


demned it were contending for great princi- 
ples; and whatever might have been their motives, 
they ought notto be misapprehended. At that 
tine, war had ravaged Europe: lt appeared that | 
Napoleon was carrying all before him, and it 
scemed that he woald concen rate all power; and it 
was ecnceived that we had more to fear from that 
movement than from any cther. The minority in 
his State were opposed to the war, and he wished 
to state to the House the situation of the country at 
the time; and men'ioned, among other reasons, that 
Napo'eon was then on his march to Russia; that 
all Knrope was making a combined movement; 
that oar country was not prepared for war; and 
that all our commerce was exposed to the enemy. | 

Mr. 8. said that his name had been read by bis 
colleague (Mr. Parmenter] in connection with 
the Hartford Convention, and he took the occasion 
to say that he, Mr. S. could add his testimony to 
that of Sherman, Otis, the secretary of the con- 
vention, and others, who were there present, that 
never wax there a mention of a dissolution of the 
Union; and if there had been, it would hays been 
looked upon with abhorrence. The Hartford Gone, 


vention ‘was regarded as odious; but as to its de- 
sign, it was as iunocent as the conventions recently 
held at Harrisburg and Columbus. 

Mr. S. then proceeded to read the names of those 
‘associated with the convention, and eulogized them 
severally; and asked the gentleman trom Maine 
{Mr. A. Smite] a question in relation to Stephen 
Longfellow, jr. 

Mr. A. SMITH replied that he knew Mr. Long- 
fellow to be a high minded man; and would bear 
testimony to his undeviating consistency. Mr. L. 
wasa Federalist, and is now a modern Whig. 

Mr. STUART obtained the floor, and said that 

it was with great regret that he was induced to 
mingle in the discussion. The remarks which he 
should make, would be called from him by his col- 
league, (Mr. Reyrnotps,] who intended his re- 
marks fur Hlinois. H:s (Mr. Ss) also were in- 
tended for the same latitude. He did not intend to 
speak of the Hartford Convention, but on the sub- 
ject of the Cumberland road, in reply to the re- 
marks of his colleague. After going into a history 
of the proceedirgs on that bill, he said he did not 
hold either party in that House respons:ble for the 
defeat of the Cumberland road. Gentlemen be- 
longing to both parties had voted for and against 
it. He went into an examination of the several 
votes which had taken place at this session, in sup- 
port of the ground assumed. And also at the last 
session, he said, the bill was laid on the table, and 
that the larger portion of the Democratic party 
voted in the affirmative on that question. He cen- 
zared the proper departments for not reporting to 
Congress the estimates for that road in the usual 
way; and hence he argued that the responsibility 
of the defeat of that measure rested with the Presi- 
deat. He also adverted to certain votes given by 
Mr. Van Baren when in the Senate of the United, 
States, to prove that the President was opposed to 
the road. He replied at some length to the remarks 
of his colleague, that the old Federal party had 
been merged into the present Whig party, and that 
their principles were identical. He bad heard the 
same course of remark during the last sum- 
mer fiom his political opponent. His cel- 
l-ague, ‘a'so, had commenced the canvass in 
the southern district in Illineis, in the same 
way. All those who wished to delude the 
people, made use of the same kind of dema- 
goguism. The old Federal party, ax a party, he 
gaid, had been long since disbanded. He vhen ad- 
verted to the operations of the Sub-Treasury sys- 
tem; and argued that it would work injuriously to 
the interests of the West. He spoke at some 
length on various cther topics. His remarks will 
be given hereafter. 

Mr. JAMESON obtained the floor, and moved 
that the committee rise; and, on dividing the com- 
mittee on that mution, there were, ayes 53, noes 55: 
no qu: rum votieg. 

Mr. JONES demanded tellers for another count. 

Mr. JAMESON said he had not expected to get 
the floor this evening, and was not well prepared 
to go on with his argument, and would much pre- 
fer that the committee wouid rise. 

Messrs. Beinne, and Davis ef Pennsylvania, 
havirg been əppointed tellers, to take a count, re- 
ported that there were, ayes 69, noes 57; whereup- 
on the committee rose. 

Mr. DAVIES of Pennsylvania meved that the 
House adjourn. i 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were, 
yeas 55, nays 87. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, the House 
again resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
(Mr. Casey in the chair,) and resumed the consi- 
Ae of the civil and diplomatic appropriation 

ill. ' 

Mr. JAMESON resumed the floor and replied,at 
great length, to the remarks of the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Sruarr.] He said the stale stuff so 
often charged, and so often refuted, that Martin 
Van Buren was opposed to the war, and that he 
was the friend of Rufus King, he cid not think 
worth consuming the time of the committee to re- 
ply to. It has been again and again refuted. In 

yalation to the charge of the gentleman from Fili- 


Sere rer, 


EEO. leper 
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nois, in relation to the Cumberland road, he would 
ask whether it would have been possible for Mar- 
tia Van Baren to have escaped the denunciations 
and abuse of the Whig party by avy course of 
action in relation to that road. If he had recom- 
mended it after the decisive expression of opinion 
again“t it by the last Congress, he would have 
been denounced by the greater po: tion of these same 
Whig gentlemen, because he had presumed to dictate 
to them a coarse of action different from that whieh 
the Legislative department had determined upon. 
Who gave the veto to the Cumberland road bill? 
The Congress of the United Svates. The 
President, in accordance with the settled prac- 
tice of his predecessors, recommended this bill 
to the consideration of the previous and last 
sessions of Congress. But Congress formed 
a new precedent, and setiled a new princip'e, by 
rejecting it;and now, forsooth, because the President 
had paid proper deference to the opinion expressed 
by the legislative branch of the Government, and did 
not recommend it, the Whig gentlemen who 
had been so clamorous against Executive dictation, 
will not vote for a measure because he will not 
dictate to them that it is right, and that they must 
vote for it. They are not willing-to take the 
responsibility of legislating without Executive dic- 
tation. Last Congress took the responsibility to 
give the measure its death blow, and Mr. Van 
Buren pursued: the course of his predecessors, and 
paid some respect n 
the last Congress. As the death blow was given 
by Congress, it was their daty to resuscitate. The 
Executive then, av in duty bound, will pursue 
your lead. Let it be revived by the same hands 
that killed it. 
by the action of the Legislature of the State 
which the gentleman (Mr. Stuart] came. That 
body determined that the road should not pass 
through the State unless it passed a particular 
point. You then gave a death siroke to the road. 
The friends of it, falling out among themselves, 
weakened it; the enemies of the measure seized 
upon that circumstance and worked its ruin. It 
can be only revived again in forty-three or in fifty- 
three, under a new census. The gentleman had 
intimated that the measure was opposed in the 
message. Such was not the fact; it was silent upon 
the subject. Therefore the gentleman cannot draw 
either from the message, or from any thing that 
the President has said, that he is unfriendly to the 
road. He (Mr. J.) came to the conclusion, from 
the reading of that document, that the President 
would have been charged with dctation to Con- 
gress, if he had recommended it in his mes- 
sege. This party, which has declaimed so 
loud against Executive dictation, ard charged 
the Democratic party with having been con- 
trolled by it, now come forward and say—in 
extenuation of their votes against this mea- 
sure, and assent to and avow the Federal doc- 
trine—that they will not take the responsibility of 
voting for a measure because they think the Exe- 


cative is opposed to it. Therefore, tnat this Whig | 


party is to be the tool of the President—that it will 
stoop so low to Executive power, that it will notdo 
except what it is bid to do. If that odious doctrine 
was to obtain there, they had better go home. Just 
see what the Executive wants—do his bidding, 
without investigation, and go home. He did not, 
nor did the Democratic party, subscribe to that odi- 
ous Federal doctrine. He believed the Legislative 


body “should act independent of the Executive. ; 
Such was the principle of the Constitution. | 


He argued that all the power emanated from and 
was concentrated in the people. They appointed 
the Senate and the Congress, and they were both 
responsib’e to that source of power. Each branch 
of the Government was independent of the other— 


Bot the measure was first disea:ed |, 
from | 


to the expression of opinion by |; € 
. civil and diplomatic bill was before them. And 


Executive, like “Congress, was responsible to 
the people. The duties of the Executive are de- 
fiined by the Constitution and the laws. They are 
different from those of the Legislative branch of the 
Government. It is the daty of the Legislative de- 
partment to originate and pass measures, and the 
duty of the President to execut2 them. Yet the 
gentlemen of the Opposi'ion complain because the 
President will not overstep the powers assigned to 
him, and assume to himself to recommend estimates 
for purposes which Congress had declared that it 
could not appropriate money to, they refuse to act 
for themselves, and vote against propositions that 
are brought forward for that purpose. They do this 


| too to make a pretext for throwing the responsibi- 


lity of the defeat of that measure upon the Execu- 
tive. Mr.J. spoke at some length on various other 
topics, which will be published hereafter. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky obtained the floor, 
and offered a modification for the whole bill, pro- 
posing to graduate and reduce the salaries of the | 
officers of, Government in a certain ratio; also, to 
redace the proposed appropriation to the contin- 
gent fund of the Senate from $50,000 to $30,000; 
and that of the House of Representatives from 
$100,000 to $75,000; and to reduce the miscela- 
neous appropriation from $67,000 to $30,000; with 
certain provisos. i 

Mr. D. said he wasaware that the amendment 
was not then in order; but he merely wished to 
have it read to admonish the commitiee that the 


having intimated his intention te confine himself to 
the subject under consideration, before proceeding 
farther, yielded the floor to 

Mr. OGLE, for a personal explanation,which he 
deemed necessary in consequence of the manner of 
the replies of his colleague (Mr. Kem] and of Mr. 
Jameson of Missouri, to the remarks made by him 
afew daysago. Mr. O. having gone into an ar- 
gument, instead of making a personal explanation, 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama rose to a point of 
order. He inquired of the Cuar whether it was 
ia order for one gentleman, who had not spoken on 
the bill, to get the foor and yie!d it to another gen- 
tleman to make an argument, who had already 
spoken once, and thus deprive other gentlemen, 
who had not participated in the debate, of the pri- 
vilege of speaking. : 

The CHAIR was understood to say that it 
would be in orde: if the gentleman confined him- 
self to a personal explanation; but it would not be 
to make an argoment. 

Mr. OGLE again proceeded in his remarks, and 
was commenting on the qualities of the furniture in 


| the Presidents House, when 


they were made so by the Constitation—and all | 
the powers were regulated and control!ed by the 


Constitation and the laws. If the doctrine which 
has been contended for by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [ Mr. SALTONSTALL] that there was 
a dependence of one branch of the Government 
upon, the other, or that Congress was to listen to 
the dictation of the Executive, Republican liberty 
could not long be maintained. The great fabric of 
our Government must scon topple and fall. The 


. Mr. SMITH of Maine inquired of the Cram 
whetber, if the gentleman from Pennsylvania pro- 
ceeded in that course of remarks, the gentle- 
man from Kentucky (Mr. Davis] would be entitled 
to the floor. 

The CHAIR decided that he would not; and 
after a conversational debate, in which Messrs., 
SMITH of Maine, OGLE, DAVIS of Kentacky, 
DROMGOOLE, ant LEET participated, Mr. 
OcLe was ruled out of order, and ; 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky claimed the ficor, and 
was about proceeding in his remarks, when 

Mr. RARIDEN moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL having demanded ‘e'lers, 
and Messrs. Hussarp and Davis of Pennsylvania 
having been appointed such, reported ayes 44, noes 
74, no quorum voting. 

The committee rose, and the Caatr reported that 


| fact to the House. 


Mr. COOPER of Pa. moved an adjourument. 

Mr. DUNCAN demanded the yeas.and nays; 
which having been ordered, were—yeas 50, nays 
80. So the House refused to adjourn. 

A quorum being present, the House again re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and resumed the consideration 
of the civil and diplomatig appropriation bill, and 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky resumed, his remarks. 
He spoke at some length, and contended that the 
present Administration was the continuation of the 
same Administration which succeeded Mr. Apams, 
and promised the country retrenchment and reform, 


- aud that that promise had been violated, by an in- 
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same,” passed the 18th day of April, 1806, was 

taken up as in Gommittee of the Whole, and 

ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. LUMPKIN, 

‘ he bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh and 
Company, was considered as in Committee of the 
Whele, and after a debate, in which the bill was j 
supported by Messrs. LUMPKIN, CLAY of Ala- j 
bama, and K!NG, and opposed by Messis. HUB- a 
BARD, TAPPAN, and CALHOUN, it was or^, j 
dered to be engrossed by a vote of 16 to 13. l H 

j 


DUTIES AND DRAWBACKS ON SUGAR, SALT, AND 
MOLASSES: REPEAL OF THE SALT TAX AND OF 
THE FISHING BOUNTIES AND ALLOWANCES. 
The bill to reduce the drawbacks on refined su- 

gars and distilled rum exported, in proportion to 

the reductions of duty on the imported sugar and 
molasses out of which they were manufactured, 
and to reduce the fishing bi-unties and allowances 
in proporijon to the reduction of the salt duty on 
which they were founded, being the special order. 
was taken up, and, having been read— . 
Mr. BENTON rose and said, that the object of 

the b:ll was to correct the errors of previous legis- 

lation, and especially of the compromise act of 

1833; errors by which the Constitution was under- 

going a daily violation—the Treasury was suffer- 

ing a daily loss of money unjustly drawn from it—. 

and the end of which woald be, if not arrested, to 

turn over the whole amount of the revenue from 

sugar, salt, and molasses, to the rum distillers, the 

sugar refiners, and the Northeastern fishermen. 

Mr. B. said that when the compromise act was 

on its gallop through this chamber—that act which 

adjourned the tariff question to the year 1842-—ad- 

journed it from a time when it was ready for set- 

tlement, to a time when no one will be thinking of 

it—to a time when the South especially will be 

sound asleep upon the subject; when that act was 

on its gallop through this chamber, he had endea- 

_vored to prevent the evils which it was the object 

of this bill to arrest; and for that purpose had 

offered an amendment, which, not coming from 

one of the contacting parties to the compromise, 

was not allowed to be adopted. That amendment 

was in these words: 

“ That all drawbacks allowed on the exportation 

of articles manufactured in the United States, from 

materials imported from foreign countries, and 

subject to duty, shall be reduced in propor:ion to 

the reduction of duties provided for in this act.” 

Such was the amendment which he offered. 

It was self-evidently just and proper; it was right ~ 

and proper on its own face; yet it was rejected, 

and notoricusly rejected, because the bill had been 

arranged out of doors, and was not to be amended 

in the H: use except upon the consent of its au- 

thors. The vote of rejection was 24 to 18; and 

I am perfectly aware that what was difficult to be 

done then is more difficult now; that those who 

have profited by our erroneous legislation, and still 

wish to profit from it, constitute a powerfu! ob- 

stacle to our legislation; that an immense specuia- 

tion is in progress, founded on these errors in our 

legislation; and the doctrine of vested rights now 

seems to extend to a'l the errors and mistakes, as 

well as to all the abuses, of legislation. The su- 

gar refiners—the rum distillers—the Northeastern 5 

fisherm=n—stand together to defend the advantages 

they have gained. Not content with the vast 

sums which they have already unduly obtained 

from eur Treasury, the fruit of our vicious legisla- 

lation, they become more insatiate in proportion to 

the amount they have received, and now boldly re- 

sist, as an invasion of their rights, any attempt to 

correct our own errors; and these refiners attack 

with abuse and personalities the member of Con- 

gress who ventures to do his duty to his country, 

and to attempt the redress of a pablic wrong. 

The abuse of the sugar drawback commenced in 

1829. It commenced in the act of January of that 


cteace in the expenditates. Before concluding, he 
yielded the fivor to 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama, on whose mo- 
tion the committee rose; when, 

On motion of Mr. GRINNELL, : 

The House (at half-past 11o’clock at night) ad- 


journed. 
IN SENATE, 
Weonespay, April 22, 1840. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Walker county, Georgia, and the adjoining 
counties, praying for the establishment of a post 
route; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented joint resolutions of 
the Legislature of Louisiana, in favor of a gene- 
ral bankrupt law; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and orde:ed to be printed. 

Mr. WALL presented a petition from citizens 
of New Jersey, praying the establishment of a 
general bankropt law; which was laid on the table. 


' GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which have been referred the various 
memorials on the subject of a general bankrupt 
law, reported a bill to establish a uniform system 
of bankruptcy throughout the United States. 

Mr. C. said it might be proper for him to state 
that there had been much diversity of opinion on 
the subject in the committee. A-majority thought, 
indeed he might say they all thought, that some 
immediate relief should be provided for all these 
persons who have already, by the misfortune of 
trade, or by other means, failed in business, and 
become unable to meet their engagements, and to 
day their debts, and who are willing to make a 

_ fall and fair surrender of their property for the 
benefit of their creditors; and not on!y for those 
who are at present laboring under this misfortune, 

_ but for all those who may hereatter be in a similar 
situation, and who may choose voluntarily to sur- 
render their property, and avail themselves of the 
relief proposed. The bill now reported only pro- 
vides for the case of voluntary bankruptcy. If 
passed, it will give a great, an almost immeasura- © 
ble relief to thousands. It will emancipate (rom a 
species of bondage a vast numter of active, intel- 
ligent, and enterprising men, who are now 
struggling against hope, with spirits worn down 
and energies paralyzed. It is not they only 
who are interesied in the matter; the country has 
an interest in their activity, and industry, and ta- 
lents, that they may be again set free to add to iss 
general wealth and pro:perity. These views ope- 
rating with a majority of the committee, they 
thought it would be best to present tnis bill for the 
consideration of the Senate as unencumbered and ' 
unc cgzed by any other matter; that ıt should stand 
or fal! by its own merits, and that it should not be 
entangled with other measures not essentially con- 
nec'ed with i, and which might bring on a heated 
and angry party discussion, in which the merits of 
the reliet now proposed might be lost sight of amid 
the more exciting and questionable matters impro- 
perly connected with it. The minority would not 
consent that this bill should be reporied, unless it 
provided for the case of the compulsory bankrupt- 
cy of individuals, and also for the bankruptcy of 
corporations, Asa compromise, the majority of 
the committee proposed that three bills shou'd be 
reported, providing separately for the three classés 
of cases which the committee had under considera- 
tion, viz: 1, for the case of voluntary bankruptcy; 
2, forthe involuntary bankruptcy of individuals; 
and 3, for the case of corpora'icns; leaviog each 
member of the committee to vote on each bill in 
the Senate as he chose. The majority thought that 
this was the most fair method of proceeding, as 
each class would be debated, and voted for or 
against upon its own merits. This proposition was 
declined by the minority—they insisting on includ- 
ing corporations in any bill which might be re- 
ported. It is bat just to say that, at the last meet- 
ing of the committee, when the proposition was 
finally rejected, the Senator from. North Carolina 
(Mr. Sraanar] was not present; but at a previous 
meeting be urged the propriety of inserting corpo- 
rations in the bill. 
` Mr, Ç. said it might further be proper to state 


inclined at present to go farther than the present 
bill goes. He (Mr. C ) was not of that number; 
as he considered it the duty of Congress to pass a 
general bankrupt law, which should be equally fa- 
vorable to the creditor as the debtor; by which cre- 
ditors, seeing their debtor fraudulently disposing of 
and wasting his effects, could compel bim to sur- 
render them in payment of his debts. Sucha law 
in a trading community was essentially necessary 
to its prosperity. In part discharge of the daty as- 
signed to the the Committee on the Judiciary, he 
now reported the bil!, reserving to the committee to 
consider whether they will report further on the 
subject. 

Mr. WALL, after a few remarks that were not 
heard, observed that the minority of the committee 
dissented from that bill. “They could net consent 
to report, as a uniform rule of bankruptcy, a sys- 
tem which applied itself altogether to debtors, and 
not to creditors—which applied to natural persons, 
and not to artificial. Nor cou'd they conceive how 
the complication of the three branches of the sub- 
ject, as mentioned by the Senator from Delaware, 
could produce any party excitement, or retard the 
progress of a measure which seemed to be so loudly 
ta'led for by the country. With a view to present 
to the Senate the labors of the minority of the 
committee, he gave notice that he should move, 
when this bill was called up, to strike out all of it 
after the enacting clause, and to insert, in lieu of 
it, a bill which he now had the henor to submit, 
and move that it should be printed. 

Mr. KING wished to know whether the hill re- 
ported by the honorable Senator from Delaware 
was predicated on the bills intreduced by the Sena- 
tors from Massachusetts and New York, [Messrs. 
Wessrer and TatumanGe.] and which had been 
referred to the Judiciary Committee, or upon the 
memorials which had been presented on the sub- 
ject, and also referred to them. 

Mr. CLAYTON replied that the two bills re- 
ferred to by the Senator from Alabama had already 
been reported back to the Senate more than a wee k 
ago. The bill just reported was predicated on the 
various memorials on the subject that had been re- 
ferred to the committee. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky begged leave to suggest 
to the members of the Judiciary Commits, 
charged with this subject, whether it would not be 
better to make the biil the order of the day for 
some convenient day, so as io let all the Senators 
present, as well as absent, know when it would be 
taken up for consideration. Whilst up, he would 
take occasion to express his hearty concurrence 
with the course the committee pursued. There 
were three distinct subjects which the commi:tee 
mentioned as properly appertaining to a general 
system of bankruptcy. These were voluntary 
baffkrupicy, where the debtor himseif shoul apply 
for relief; invo,untary bankruptcy, where the cre- 
ditors should apply for a settlement of their debtor’s 
affairs; and, lastly, the bankruptcy of corporations. 
Now th se three subjects were certainly separa‘e 
and distnet in their nature, and might be 
well considered in three separate and dis- 
tinct bills. It must be concurred by the Senate 
that the voluntary class would embrace a vast ma- 
jority of the cases, and that the bill on that branch 
of the subject would afford the greatest measure of 

relief to the country. He would not, however, 
| pursue this subject, having risen on!y for the pur- 
pose of suggesting to the members of the Judiciary 
Committee the expediency of assigning some con- 
venient day for the consideration of this b:ll. 

Mr. WALL said, that the committee had re- 
flected on this subject, and were disposed to ask 
the Senate that the bill might be made the order 
of the day for next Monday week; but on further ` 
reflection, on account of the absence of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. WEBSTER,] and the 
Senator from New York, [Mr. Tatumapag,] they || year, which increased the drawback frm fout 
had concluded not to move to make the bill a spe- || cents to five cents a pound. I oprosed that ir- 
cial order, until the arrival of these gentlemen. crease at the time, and foretold its injurious effect 

On motion by Mr. GRUNDY, the bill toamend || on our Treasury "and on our domestic sugar. 
the act, entitled “An act to authorize the State of || then foretold that that increase of drawback would 
Tennessee to issue grants and perfect tiles to cer- || vastly augment the importation of foreign sugars, 
tain lands therein described, and to settle theclaims || to the prejudice of our own; that it would ciscou- 
to the vacant and unappropriated lend within the || rage the use of our domestic sugar for refining; that 


that two of the members of the majority were not 
| 


it would establish vast manutactories ia our coun- 
try to refine, not domestic, but foreign sugars; and 
that it weuld cause immense exportations of this 
article for the mere benefit of the drawback, the 
one-fifth part of which would be a mere gratuity 
from the Treasury. This is what I said in De. 


cember, 1828, when the bill for the increased draw- | 


back was on its passage in this chamber; and all the 
evils which I then foresaw and denounced, were 
in a state of sufficieatly rapid development when 
the compromise act of i833 came into life, 
and aggravated tenfold the evils of the act 


of 1829. By this compromise act, the almost in- | 


credible, and certainly unparalleled error was com- 
mitted, of reducing duties without reducing the 
dtawbacks founded upon them; antrror which has 
had the direct effect of going at once to the 
ne plus ultra of the protective system, that of prant- 
_ ing bounti s out of the Treasury; a species of pro- 
tect on, which General Hamilton failed to esta- 
blish in 1791, and which then, and ever since, has 


been admitted to be as flagrantly unconstitutional | 


as it is grossly unjust to the community. The com- 
promise act has established this species of protec- 
tion, and new let ns see its operation in relat on to 


refined sugar; and now let us see its effect in stimu- || 
lating the importation of foreivn sugars, increasing |; 
the exportation of refined sugars, and increasing ` 
the amount of drawback from the Treasury. These | 


results are seen in the Treasury returns, wh:ch 


have been communicated to the Senate, and printed i 


by its order. Taking these returns trom the year 
1828-9, when the erroneous legislation in relation 
to sugar first begun, and the ssuccessive importa- 
tion are: 


Brown. White, clayed, &c. 
Year. Pounds. Pounds. 
1828 51,686 955 5,249,006 
182) 58,597,574 4 709,720 
1830 78,576,388 7,906,658 ` 
1831 98,576,928 10,437,726 
1832 60,117,717 6,334,571 
1833 85,689,044 11,999 088 
1334 107,483,841 7,966,014 
1835 111,806,880 14,229 359 
1836 181,243,537 10,182 578 
1837 120.416 071 15,723,748 
1833 139,200,905 14,678,238 


ry 


. Here is an increase of near three to one in 
about ten years; an increase which is beyond all 
proportion to the increased population and com- 
merce of the country; an increase which his not 
been affected by the panics and distresses at home, 
and which is upwards ef twice as great in the ru- 


inous years of 1837 and 1828, as it was in the |! 


year 1832, when the Bank of the United States 
Was in the zenith of its power and glory. Such 
an increase is unnatural and factitious, and an- 
nounces the existence of some occult cause to 
stimulate and extend this branch of business be- 
yond its proper bounds, while so many other 
branches of industry have been suffering from the 
bank suspensions, and the artificial and political 
panics and alarms with which the country has been 
afflicted. Sach an increase, under such ci:cum- 
stances, announces the existence of some secret 
stimulas; and that stimulusis found in the vicious 
legislation of Congress in 1829 and 1833. 

The increased exportation of refined sugars, and 
the increased amount of drawback upon them, 
hive gone steadily forward, and with gigantic 
strides, since the compremise act has Fegan to take 
fuler effect. In five years—frem 1835 to 1839— 
these annual increases are: 


Years, Pounds exported. Drawback. 
1835, 856, 590 $42,329 
1536, 1.615 372 ’ 83,768 
1837, 2 012,854 100 642 
1838, 2 909 886 145,494 
1839, 5,026,027 251,301 


Here is an increase of sixfold in five years; an 
increase of upwards of 100 per centum annually, 
for five years in succession; and these five yeirs 
covering two bank suspensions, divers panics, 
and rep:ated jeremiads over the universal ruin pro- 
duced by this wicked and worthless Administra- 
tion. Surely it will be admived that there -are 
some exceptions to this universal ruin; ihat the su- 
gar reGuers atleast are doing well; and are likely 


, from the deputy co'lector of Philadelphia, Docu- 
i ment No 334, atiests the fact, and that in relation 


to do so long as our compromise act remains in 
force. 

Strongly as this table presents the question, there 
is a still stronger view of it to be presented: it is 
the table of the amounts of drawback paid on these 
refined sugars for fifteen years, and by which it 
will be seen that, previous to the erroneous legis- 
lation of 1828, these drawbacks vibrated from 
$1,600 to $5,800; that immediately upon the pas- 
sage of that act they rose as high as $45,000 and 
$84,000; and that on the passage of the compro- 
mise act in 1833, they took another rise, and have 
ran up to $251,301. Here is the table of these 
astonishing increases, the mere view of which an- 
nounces the existence of great errors in our legis- 


lation: 

Yeare. Amount. 

1825 Žž - - - $1,612 63 
1826 - i - "2,627 57 
1827 - - - 5,834 36 
1828 - - - 2045 48 
1829 - - - 45,092 56 
1230 - - - 84,230) 48 
1831 - - - 63 688 65 
18322 - < - 42,840 65 
1833 - - - 34.643 80 
1834 - - - 162086 05 
1835 - - - 42,829 50 
1836 - - - 83,768 60 
1837 - - - 100,642 70 
1838 - - - 145,494 30 
1839 - 251,301 35 


Sach is the increase of the drawbacks on refined 
sugars in the short space of fifteen years; I may 
say ten years; for the increase began with the er- 
roneous law of 1829. The table proves the error; 
but it is notthe only proof tothat effect. A letter 


both to sugars and fish, he says: 

“Under the act of January 23, 1929, the bounty, drawback, or 
allowance, is at five cents per pound, andno more. As there 
is no excise paid by the refiners, the allowance offive centa per 
pound was, in 1829, considered as equivalent to the amount of 
duties paid on two pounds of brown sugar at 2% cents per 
pound, the duty payable on the same at the time of passing the 
act. The duties now are less by the excess under the act of 
1832, and yet the drawback or bounty on the sugar is the same. 
It is so with bounty on pickled fieh of the fisheries of the United 
States. When 20 cents per barrel was allowed, it was to 
drawback the duty paid ona bushel of salt, supposed to be 
used in curing a barrel of fish. Now theduty ie leas than 10 
cents by the excess, yet the bounty remains at 2 cents, which 
is for more than two bushels of salt.” 

He also says: 

“The quantity of refined sugar exported in`1839, (last year,) 
at this port. was 384,784 pounds, which, at 6 cents per pound, 
made $19,239 20 asa drawback. This far excee 's any amount 
paid for many years. In looking over our accounts from 1824 
to 1883, inclusive, the highest amount does not exceed $2,600— 
say in 1836.” 

And he says further: 

“f understand that large quantities of refined sugar will be ex- 

rted from hence, and prohably from other perts of the United 

tates. Fthink the term sugar refined rather vague. Someof 
the refiners are of opinion that ail sugars melted and properly 
clarified, and freed from all extraneous substances, may be eon- 
sidered as refined—that bastard sugar is refined sugar. I must 
confess that there is some plausibility in this, and it should be 
guarded against by the Legislature; for, although the bastard 
sugar is nothing more than the sugar-house white and brown 
sugars, yet it has gone through the same operation as the loaf 
and lump sugar, the only difference consisting in the last pro- 
cess of claying; but it is an inferior sugar—far inferior to a 
good muscavado in strength. I think the bounty, if allowed at 
all, should be on refined loaf and lumpsugar; and, if the pri- 
vilege of crushing the loaves or lumpsis given. the crushing 
should be done in the presence of an inspector. The object of 
crushing can only be for the pu of saving freight, to which 
there might be no objection, if done under proper inspection.” 

Finally, he says: 

“J will, however, recall to your recollection a circumstance 
which occurred in this office. Mr. Canby invited you to call 
at bis establishment in Church alley, several years ago, to see his 
process of refining, but refused to permit me to accompany you. 
In the course of conversation, the question arose as to the quan- 
tity of raw sugar necessary to make one pound of refined 
sugar. He stated that his brother thought that the bounty 
should be on 2} pounds of raw, but his own opinion was that 2} 
pounds were ample; the duty then was 24 cents per pound, 
while I thought that an average of 2 pounds would be enough.” 

Adding this testimony of the deputy collector to 
the pregnant evidence of the tables, and the con- 
clusion becomes irresistible, that enormous draw- 
backs are unduly drawn from the Jreasury—that 
they are still increzsng—that they are paid even 
on bastard sugar—and that there must be an error 
of half a pound of brown sugar in every pound of 
it refined. 

Of the $251 000 drawn from the Treasury last 

year, I consider $150,000 to have been unduly and 


unjustly drawn, J do not say illegally, because 
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our miserable laws authorized it. I consider threé. 
fifths of the whole to be a naked gratuity—a mere 
bounty—a simple present from our Treasury; and 
I make up that sum thus: The act ef 1829 added 
one-fifth to the drawback, which drawback was 
suffic.ent before: this would give an error of 
$50,000 in $250,000. The act of 1833 has nearly 
reduced the duty on svgar one half, which should 
have reduced the drawback also near one half: this 
would take near $100,000 from the remaining 
$200.000. This gives a total loss to the Treasury 
in 1839 of near $150,000; a sum great in itself, 
but a mere trifle to what it is to be in 1841 and 
1842, if the evil is not arrested. It is then that 
the duties go down to twenty per centum On 
the value, which will be litle more than half 
a centa pound on brown sugar, while tbe draw- 
back is to remain at five cents a pound! This 
is a folly of which there is no example in the 
annals of legislation. It may safely be asserted 
that the Iegislative history of the world furn:sbes 
no instance of such careless and reckless and un- 
just legislation. But bad as it is—great as the loss 
tu the Treasury already is—yet we are only at the 
beginning of it. The great harvest for the refiners 
is still ahead—it is in the years 1841 and 1842— 
when the compromise shall have reduced the su- 
gar duty to halfa cent, and left the drawback at 
five cents. Then the harvest takes place; and 
surely these two years will more than absorb the 


_ whole sugar revenue, and exhibit the spectacle of 


seventeen millions of people taxed in an article of 
universal consumption, in order to make a gracious 
present—a gratuitous gift—of the whole amount of 
the tax to some thirty-odd sugar refiners! Two 
years of such work will be able to clear 


| princely fortunes; and it is highly probable 


that the most reasonable of the refiners will 


; be willing fur Congress to amend its law after 


that time. The game will be in their own 
hands; and two years of such work as they 
can perform, ought to satisfy the most greedy and 
voracious. A bounty, and a monopoly, at once in 
their favor! Five cents drawback on refined su- 
gar; less than one cent duty on brown sugar; the 
treacle, syrup and sugar molasses all clear; a duty 
on foreign refined sugar, which excluds it from our 
market; the exclusive supply of the home market 
at their own price; drawbacks all payable in thirty, 
days in solid money; hundreds of millions of pounds 
of brown sugar rapidly imported, converted by 
steam power into bastard or re fined sugar, and ex- 
ported at five cents a pound out of the Treasury: 
such is the fruit of our legislation—such the pros- 
pect before us—such the prize for which the re- 
finers come here to contend—and snch the mis- 
chiefs against which, solitary and alone, I raise my 


' feeble and unavailing voice. 


Mr. B. said he could not take leave of this topic 
of sugars, without noticing a paper which had 
been communicated to the Senate, and printed by 
i's order; it was aJetter from several sugar refiners 
in the city of New York, addressed to a member of 
this body, [Mr. Weszster.] The letter selected an 
expression from a former speech of his—the cne he 
made, on asking leave to bring in this bill—and 


j very clearly proved that expression to be erroneous. 


Tihen said the amount already paid to the sugar 
refiners for thcir drawback exceeded the whore 
amount of the sugar revenue, and that seventeen 
millions of people were now taxed on their sugar to 


| turn over the whole amount of the proceeds of the 


tax to afew dezen sugar refiners, This was an 
error; but anerror in time only. Instead of now 
receivirg the whole amount of the sugar revenue, 
which they do not, these refiners will se receive it 
about two years hence! It is an error of two years; 
an error which has no effect upon the character of 
the bill, or the necessity of passing it. The truth is, 
that the duty on sugar going down—the exportation 
of refined sugars enormously increas ng—and the 
drawback remaining sta'ionary, the result is clear 
that the drawback will exceed ihe revenue wren 
the duty reaches its minimum in 1842. This is 
clear; but whether the drawback should ever ex- 
ceed the duty, is perfectly immaterial to the gues- 
tion of passing this bill. The amount of duty 
which they have paid in, is all that the refiners 
have a right to draw back. They have no right to 


cer ne nie = aman Tea 


a cent beyond ihe amount they pay in. The whole 
point of my speech was to show that they received 
more than they paid; this they do not deny, and 
cannot deny. No maa upon earth can deny it. 


le ene “oe 


Whether they now receive the whole amount of | 


the sugar revenue, which they do not, or shall se 
receive it afier 1842, which they will, is perfectly 
immaterial to the point of the debate, or the cha- 
racter of the bill, or the necessity of passing 1. 
And here I will make the remark, that 
these refiners, by taking the trouble to show 
this error in my speech, and showing 
none but this, admit the correctness of the 
remainder. They admit the enormous increase 
in the amount which they draw from the Trea- 
sary, and which has risen from $42,000 to $251,000 
in five years. They admit that they receive more 
than they pay—that they draw back out of the 
Trzasury more than they pat into it—and this is 
the sole point in the case. It is the sole questien 
upon which the passage of this bill should depend. 
Thas by attacking an immaterial part oi my 
speech, and jeaving the material parts unanswered, 
they admit the truth of all that is material. And 
more: by attacking this statement, which I had my- 
self loag since corrected—by attacking this, and 
leaving unnoticed the letier of the deputy collector 
of Philadelphia, they admit all his most essential 
statements in relation to bastard sugars, crushed 


sagars, increasing drawbacks, excess of drawbacks ` 
over dutes, and the false basis of two and a half, | 
of even two and a quarter, pounds of brown sugar | 
to make one pound of refined, All this they ad- | 


mit by not denying it, whiledenyirg an immaterial 
statement, erroneous only as to time. 

So much for the sugar drawbacks; now for the 
rom and molasses. Un this head I will be brief, 
because the question is less complex, and also less 
in amount than that of the sugar drawback, and 
derives its abuse from only one law. No act pre- 
vious to the compromise gave any undue advan- 
tage to the rum distiller; it is that act alone which, 
by reducing the duty on molasses, without reducing 
it on the rom distilled from it and exported; it is 
this act which does all the mischief in this cate; and 
its effect will be seen in the rapid increase of the 


quantity of ram exported, and the amoont of.draw- 


back paid, since the act began to operate largely 
upon the reduction o° duty. In the last four years 
these quantities and amoun's stand thas: 


Years. Gallons exported. Drawback paid. 
1836 75,271 93,010 
1837 116,588 4,663 
1838 214,742 8 589 
1839 356,699 14,267 


Sach are the results in four years under the s'i- | 
Anin- | 
An annual ave- | 
rage increase of more than one hundred per cen- | 


mulating bounty of the compromise act. 
crease of four fold in four yea‘s! 


tam in four years of great embarrassment and 
much general decline in other business. Surely 


the rum distillers have not felt the distress of the | 
times; surely they ought not to jəin distress meet- : 
ings, and siga panic petitions; nor cheer the ora- | 
tions of alarm orators. An inerease of fourfold in | 


four years is a fine improvement in any business, 


and in the best of times; in the present time it is , 


wonderful; but it is only a foretaste of what is to 
come. 
refiners, the harvest is still ahead! The years 


1841 and 1842 are to be the glorious era of the | 
ram business. Then the molasses duty will go | 
down to less than one cent on the gallon; the draw- © 
back will remain at four cents; a ga'lon of one | 
wili make near a gallon of the other; and if the hard | 
times continue, and the banks choose to sink the | 
price of corn and rye a little lower, then the whole | 
drawback can be cleared by substituting whiskey | 
for molasses in the rom distillery. This is what ; 
can be done, and probably will be done; for the | 


temptation will be too great to be resisted. But, take 
it either way, and the effect will be aboutthe same 
tothe Treasury. The reduction of the molasses 
duty in 1841 and 1842,to almost nothing, white 
the drawback on ram remains at four cents a 
gallon, must:+t muiate the exportation cf rum, and 
increase the total drawback to an am unt above 
the total revenue derived from molasses. Then 


will be seen the same spectacle in the case ef mo- 


Witk the rum distillers, as with the sugar | 
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lasses, which will be seen in the case of sugar—a 
whule nation taxed for the benefit of a few iadi- 
viduals! The molasses revenue will not be suf- 
ficient, after 1842, to pay the drawback founded 
upon it. Seventeen millions of people will then be 
taxed on their molasses for the benefit of some 
hundred rum distillers; and this the effect of a law 
which was not allowed to be amended when on 
its passage through this chamber; and which now, 
claiming a pre-eminence over all otherlaws, and 
setting up a title to sanctity, is called sacred and in- 


' piolable, and not to be touched by the hand of legis- 


lation ! > 

Mr. B. proceeded to the third clause in the bill, 
that which related to the reduction of the fishing 
bounties and allowances; and said that he was 
here m-t by a preliminary question—by a question 
of fact—whether the fishing bounties and allow- 


ances were founded upon the salt duties, and | 
ought to rise and fail with the increase or reduction 


of that daty? I am met, said Mr. B. by this 
questien; and having been met by it, I deemed it 
my duty to apply to ihe Senate for a committee to 
examine the laws and documents which apply to 
it, and to make a report upon the whole subject 
to the Senate. That committee has obeyed the or- 
der of the Senate: it has discharged i's duty. It has 
made a report going back to the year 1789, and trac- 
ing the question through all its changes and beariags 
from thatday to this; and have demonstrated, as 
they believe, that the fishing bounties and allow- 
ances rest upon the salt duty, and nothing but the 
salt duty; that they are the commatation and equi- 
valent forthe drawback of the duty paid on the 
salt used in curing that part of the cod and mac- 
kerel fish which are exported to foreign countries; 
and, consequently, ought to be reduced in p:opor- 
tion to the reduction of the duties on salt. Ia sup- 
port of this opinion, the committee have collected 
a mass of laws and facts which I hold to be con- 
elusive and irresistible. Their report has been 
printed, and lies on the tab'es of members; and, un- 
til its doctrines are impugned or controverted, I 
deem it unnecessary, in this chamber, to repeat or 
enforce them. Referring Senators then to the legal 
and documentary histury of these bounties and al- 
lowance:, as traced in that report from the year 
1789, and relying upon its evidence to carry con- 
viction to the minds of all who shall read it, I pass 
to some opinions on the subject which have fal'en 
into my hands since it was written—which were 
written cotemporaneously with the report,and which 
are entitled to peculiar weight because they come 
from an important city in the fishing district, and 
where the reduction of these bounties and allowances 
are made a subject of myich contes’ation. I speak 
of the New Hampshire Gazette, and the edi orial 
article wh:ch it contains ander date of the 9 h inst. 
The paper nseif is the oldest Democratic paper in 
the State; its editor, Mr. Greenleaf, isa gentleman 
of great candor and intelligence; and his opinions 
and conclusions, written simultanevusly- with the 
commitiee’s report, and at the distance of five hun- 
dred miles from this city, are precisely the same 
which the committee have pres nied. After. siy- 
ing something in relation to the excitemen! endea- 
vored to be got up against Dr. Moriarty, the sur- 
veyor of the port at Gloucester, Mass for rome 
communication ia relation to the fisheries, he says: 
“We know nothing of Dr. Moriarty’s opinions in relation to 
the repeal of the salt tax, and the system of bounties and al- 
lowances; but in our humble opinion all Democrats ought to 
be in favor of this repeal. hatever other arguments may 
have been used in the original adoption of the bounty system— 
whatever may have been urged in its favor in regard to the 
usefulness of the fisheries, and their forming a nursery for sea- 
men—it ıs manifestly founded on the salt duty; and but for the 
consideration that the fisheries were the gr-at source of reve- 
nue derived from the salı tax, the bounty system could never 
have been established. The very conditions annexed to this 
bounty, establish this fact beyond dispute. * * ° * * If 
the bounty rested on considerations in ependent of the sait 
duty, and these consi erations were the encouragement of the 
fisheries, on the principle that they form a nurrery for seamen, 
to betransferred toour navy, why was itnot extended to mer- 
chantmen on foreign voyages? And why not to the hardy 
sailor on every branch of trade throughout our extensive sea- 
coast? Are not these, alsu, nurseries for seamen even more ex- 
tensive than those of our fisheries, which, in case of war, may 
be transferred to our navy? | And why not pamper the farmer, 
also, with a system of bounties, who rearsup in the field the 
moat hardy and efficient race of men to fill the ranks of our 
armies? ” ° * * +° * We protest against the injustice 
of bestowing bounties in the absence of auy sort of tax 
to be pleaded as an offset: and we, in like manner, 
protest against continuing a (ax, not needed, on an 
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article indispensable to the whole community, for the special 
purpose of perp-tuating a system of bounties to one clase, 
which is confessedly, by the operation of the reduction of the ta. 
riff, under the compromise act, very shortly to prove greater 
than the tax itself. > + = + * By the operation of the 
compromise act, (of which Mr. Clay has claimed the paterni- 
m) the Treasury ia now suffering under a system of bounties, 

rawbacks, and protections, which, if not already the case 
must shortly prove a drain upon the Treasury gieater than will 
be counterbalanced by the duties paid. No provision was 
made fora corresponding reduction in drawbacks, bounties, 
and allowances, in that act for the gradual reduction of the ta- 
riff. The Government, therefore, has been obliged te pay these 
in the same manner as when the highest rate of duties exieted, 
while the tariff of duties has suffered an annual reduction of ten 
per centum on all the excess above twenty per centum on the 
value. ` * * * * But the time has come when this eub- 
ject should be probed to the bottom. The system of bounties 
should rest on its true foundation, to wit: the tax; and if itean- 
nat be abolished at a period when, by a reduction of the dutier, 
the bounties bid fair to exceed the amount of the tax, we may 


: indeed despair of the Republic, and give it up as a prey to 
i; a ravenous system of exclusive monopoiies, bounties, and pro- 


tection.” 

Such are the sentiments (continued }Mr. B.) of 
an enlizhtend and patriotic edi'or, livingin a town 
which is itself a seat of the fisheries, and where 
twenty thousand dollars of annual bounty are paid. 
His sentiments are as just as thsy are disinterested, 
and will become the unanimous sentiment of the 
country. Trath is powerful, and will prevail. Ar- 
guments to the judgment, and to the moral sense, 
of an enlightene! community, never fail of their 
effect. They soon put to flight the arguments ad- 
dressed to ignorance, to cupidity, and to faction. 
Aud here I sha l drop this branch of the argument, 
barely remarking that my colleague on the Select 
Committee on the Fisheries, (Mr. ANDERSON of 
Tennessee.) will reply to the arguments of the Se- 
nator from Massachusetts [Mr. Davis] contained 
in his minority report; and that, at a convenient 
season, I will also say something in reply to it. At 
this time, as that gentleman is rot present, we will 
not say a word in relation to his report. 

i now proceed to show the injury to the Treasury 
already sustained from the faime of the laws to 
reduce the bounties and allowances to the fisheri: s 
in proportion to the reductions of the salt duty oa 
which they are founded. These reductions of du'y 
began in the year 1830, and were, for that year, a 
reduction of & cents on the bushel, or a reduction 
of cne-fourth; for the year 1831, the reduction was 
10 cents, er the one-half; since the compromise act 
of 1833, the redaction has undergone further pe- 
riodical reductions, and may now be at about 6 
cents to the bushel, or the one-third of their ¢ rigi- 
nal amount. It is clear that the bounties and al- 
lowances should have been reduced in the same 
proportion during all this time: instead of that, they 
have been paid in full; and this table of the amounts 
actually paid, and of the amounts which should have 
been paid, exhibi s the annual loss to the Treasurs : 


Years. Amounts paid. Amounts which should 
have been. 
1830 $206,715 $151,425 
1831 213,894 191,947 
1832 234,137 117,068 
1833 258,466 129,233 
1834 229 070 114 535 
1835 233 321 116,165 
1836 219,822 104,961 
1837 257,541 118 720 
1838 319,149 106 574 


The aggregate loss to the Treasury from 1830 to 
1838—the last year to which the accounts have 
been made up—is about one million. ‘This isa 
larze sum for the Treasury to lose, by a single 
drain in nine years; but henceforth itis to be much 
larger. The loss for the present year, and for 
1839—assuming that of 1838 as the basis of the cal- 
aulation—will be about $212,000 foreach year. But 
in 1841, and 1842, when the duty has sunt to i's mini« 
mum under the compromise act, the wholeamountof , 
the salt revenue will be unequal to the payment of 
these bounties and allowances. They will not only 
absorb the whole revenue from that article, but 
will require above $100,000 to be taken from other 
branches of the revenue to make good the defi- 
ciency! The spectacle will thea be exhibited of 
a population of seventeen millions of peeple taxed 
in an article of prime necessity, and universa 
consumption, not to support the Government, or to 
pay the debts of the Union, or for apy purpose 
known to the Constitution, but for the benefit of a 
single class of persons already enjoying a monopoly 
of the American market for fish, and proved, by 
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their own returns, to be doing a better business 
than any other beanch of industry, and to be actn- 
allly improving, while so many other branches of 
business are decliniag. f 

Mr. B. here referred to the Massacuusetis re- 
turn of her fisheries, to show that this branch cf 
basiness was doing well, and thatit was not de- 
pendent apon na‘ivnal bounties to keep it alive. 
He showed thatthe cod and whale fishery yielded 
upon an average one hundred per centum on the 
capital emplosed in it during the fishing season of 
foar months, and that each hand, for that short 
time, divided from $300 to $500; ard he argued 
that this was an infinite'y beuer reward for labor 
than agriculturists received in any part of the 
Union; and therefore, that it was unjust to tax the 
community to give a bounty to then. He also 
showed, from the annually increasng amount of 
the bounty paid, that it was an improving and 
thriving business. Upon these facts he argued 
against the gross injustice, as well as the utter un- 


constitationality of del:ng oat bounties from the | 


Treasury to these fisheri s under the pretence of 
refunding to them a 
other fisheries, 
curers, and all the Union besides, paid this duty in 
fall, aud received no drawback. 

Mr. B. said the bill which he bad brought in to 
reduce all the drawbacks—the refined sugar, the 
rom, aud the fishing bounties and allowances—in 
propertion to the reduction of the duties on which 
they: depended, was a bill self-evidently just and 
proper, and ene which justice, law, and the Con- 


stitution, required to pass. The loss to the Trea- | 


sary, from the three sources, mast exceed $300,000 


this year. 


annum. Ia other words, the people of the United 
States are to be taxed in their sugar, salt, and mo- 
lasses, to the amount of $300.000 this year, and to 
the amount of a million in one er two years hence, 
for the mere benefit of a few dozen sugar refine:s, 
a few bundred rum distillers, anda few thousand 
fi.bermen; each and al: of which are proved to be 
doing a profitable business, and a thriving business, 
while almost every other branch of industry is suf- 
fering under the pressure and distress which the 
political, the gambling, and the insolvent part of 
the banks, have brought upon the country. 


Mr. B. concladed his remarks with repeating the 
sentiment of the Editor of the New Hampshire Ga- 
zette, and applying it to the refined sugar and rom 
drawback as well as to ‘he fishing bounties and al- 
lowances, that the time had come when these sub- 
jects should be probed 'o the bottom—when eaé 
should be reduced in proportion to the reduce 
daty on which it rested—aod when, if this canno 
be done, we may despair of the Republic, and give 
it pp asa prey to a ravenous system of exclusive 
bounties, monepol:es, and protection. Mr. B here 
offered an amendment proposing the total repeal of 
the salt duty, and supported it at length. His re- 
marks wiil be publ:shed as soon as they are writ- 
ten oat. 

Mr. ANDERSON observed that he did not rise 
to make a speech, but simply to say that he 
concarred entirely ia the views presented by the 
distinguished Senator from Missouri. The amend- 
ment which that gentleman had offered to the bill 
now upon the tab'e, opeved a very wide field o! dis- 
cussion: it opened the investigation of in‘erests 
that were perhaps in some respects of sectional 
character, and in which the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts (Mr. Davis] now absent, took a deep in- 
terest. It would be remembered by the Senate, 
that the subject was presented t> 1ts consideration by 


the reports of the majority end minority of the Select | 


Committee recen'ly sp ointed to consider +t, and 
thatthe minority report was drawn up by the Sena- 
tor from Masachu-etts who was now absent. 


He was, therefore, gratified that the Sena‘or from | 
Missouri propo ed to pass over it in order to wait | 


the return of the Senator from Massachusetts, who, 


he presumed, intended to express his v:ews on the | 
subjec'. It was but an act of courtesy to wait this | 


gentleman’s re‘ura before taking up the bill for 
consideration; and when that opportunity should be 
offered, he should take occasion, as a member of 


salt duty, when all the | 
and the beef and provision | 


After 1842, this loss, if the present Dill | 
is not passed, must exceed a million of dollars per | 
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the committee, to express his viewsa!so in relation 
to the interests it involved. 

Mr. HUBBARD observed ihat the Senator from 
Tennessee (Mr. ANDERscn] had truly remarked that 
reports on this subject had been presented by the 
majority as well as the minori'y of the committee; 
but it mast be remembered that the Committee on 
Finance ,in their report on the subject, had 
recommended that no action with regard 
to it should be had at the present session of 
Congrers. He did expect, however, that 
the Senators from Missouri and Massachusetts 
(Messrs. Benton and Davis}*vould express their 
views on it, and that then the subject would be 
permitted to rest. He calculated that these reports 
would go out silently to the community, and that, 
after their constituents had well considered the mat- 
ter, members would come here better prepared to 
act at the next session. 


fully debated. Such now he understood was Lis 
intention; agd he also understood that such was the 
intention of the Secator from Tennessee. It was 
proper, therefsre, that all the Senators should know 
it, in order that they might he prepared to 
meet the discussion. It was certainly not the in- 
tention of the Committee on Finance that this sub- 
ject should be again brought up at the present ses- 
sion. For his part, he preferred that the pe:ple of 
the country should have full information on it be- 
fore it was acted on, and that they should come 
prepared to discuss it at the next session, wih a 
full knowledge of their views. 

Mr. ANDERSON said he did not suppose that 
any thing he said would be misunderstood, or that 
his fiiend from New Hampshire had misunderstood 
him. It was the object of the Senator from Mis- 
souri, as well as his, that this bill sho:ld be taken 
up for discussion, and to express their views in re- 
lation to it. But as it was supposed ihat the Se- 
nator from Macseehasetts took a deep interest in it, 
as he had made a report wide'y different from the 
bil’ ‘they deemed it but courteous to wait his return. 

The Senate then adjourned. J 

a z 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenwnespay, April 22, 1840. 
The SPEAKER ‘te mo thaty the first busi- 


ness in order, during tie morning ‘hour, was the 
resolution reported froh the Committee on the 
Public Expenditures, byi the gentleman from Mas- 


sachose‘ts (Mr. Bricas,] proposing to abolish that | 
committee onthe ground thatthe duties of that » 
committee had been t:ansfepred to other commit- | 


tees. f 

Mr. LEET of Pennsyfvania, said, he desired 
briefly to enter his humbi¢ protest against the adop- 
tion of the resolution ’ñow under consideration. 
Whatever some honorable gentlemen might think, 
in regard to it, in his opinion it invelved topics 
and princip'es intimately connec ed with the vast 
expenditures of this great nation, worthy of grave 
and serious reflection. He came, said Mr. L. 


inte this'discussion; he ventured to take an humble | 


pari, in no sp:rt of complaint, and with no incl:- 
nation whatever, so faras he knew himself, to 


He was not before aware | 
that the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] in- : 
tended to bring this question before the Senate at | 
the present session for the parpoce of having it | 


u ourselves and the people? Although he did not 


deem it necessary, for the legitimate purposes of 
the argument, to irace minutely the history of this 
committee, from its original establishment to the 
present period, yet it may be well to say that it 
was created in 1814, during thé second term of 
President Madisop’s administration. What was the 
reason of the rule, under which it was raised? What 
sort of necessity induced the Congress of that day 
to constitute this committee? Sir, the condition of 
affairs ot State at that deriod rendered this commit- 
tee proper. The receipts from revenue, taken to- 
gether with those derived from loans, amounted to 
thirty or forty millions. It will be remembered 
the Government then had the heavy expenses of a 
wat to bear. The House of Representatives be- 
ing responsible, in a great degree, for all moneys 
that were appropriated, acted wisely and just, as I 
am willing to suppose the present House would, 
was this a new question, in raising a Committee of 
Public Expenditures, whose duty, in the compre- 
hensive language of the rule, is “to examine into 
the state of the several public departments, and par- 
ticularly into laws making appropriations of mo- 
neys, and to report whether the mozeys have been 
disbursed confermab!y with such laws; and also to 


' report, from time io time, such provisions and ar- 
‘ rangements as may be necessary to add to the eco- 


nomy of the Departments and the accountability 
of their cfficers.” f 

Do not equally cogent reasons for its existence 
obtain, now as did in 1814? True it is, that the na- 
tional incomes have varied from year to year— 
sometimes greater, and sometimes less; but your 
receipts from the sales of lands and from customs 


‘| have, within late years, swelled the sums in your 


find fault with, orto deal out censure upon, the ; 


honorah'e gentlemen who compose the commitiee, 
a majority of whom, as he understood, agreed to 


report this resolution to the House. Since the at- , 


tention of the House had been invited to this subject 
by his honorable friend from Maas. [Mr. Briaos,] 
chairman of the Committee of Public Expenditures, 
a gent'eman whom he was proud to call h's per- 
sonal frend, he had been induced to look into it, 
not with a political view, but with an eye to the 
present and fatare interests of the country, and he 
had come to the conclusion that the commitiee in 
question should not be abolished, and that the po- 
sition assumed by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Cusuinc,] and the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Wise,] was sound and jud:cious. 
What, sir, said Mr. L. has it been left for the 
Howe of Representatives of the yeople of these 
United States, in the year 1840, to abolish one of 
its most important investigating committees? Can 
we reconcile such a thing to a just sense of duty to 


i gation of their powers. 


Treasury to very large ainoun's. ” 
Mr. L. said, he was willing to concede that the 
gentlemen who advocated this resolution had piau- 
sibility on their side. It was argued, with a great 
degree of ingenuity and speciousne-s, that the rule 
defining the powers and duties of this commitee 
had been in effect repealed, and that the duties had 
been transferred to, and distributed among, six 
other committees on expenditures in the several 
departments of the Government, which were cre- 
ated and added to the list of standing committees 
on the 30th of March, 1816. This being the case, 
it is contended the Committee on Public Expendi- 
tures has nothing to do, and therefore is unneces- 
sary, and ought to be abolished. And in this view 
of the matter, continued Mr. L. the honorable 
gentlemen are helped along by a note in the 
volume of Rules, the authority of which he 
by no means admitted. What right had the 
compiler of the rules of this House, which always 
adopts and enacts rules for its own government at 
the beginning of every Cogre's, to pronounce sen- 
tence against the powers of the Committee on 
Public Expenditures? Give this note all the weight 
that can at all fairly attach to it, and it amounts to 
nothing more than the opinion of a gentleman 
who collected toge her the rules of the House. It 
cannot well be supposed, said Mr. L. that Con- 
gress, in 1816, when the six committees on ac- 
counts and expenditures were raised, intended to 
do away with the Committee en Public Expendi- 
tures. T, for one, will not attribute to them any 
such purpose. I can see no resson for doing so. 
If such was their meaning and design, why not 
say so in terms. There being no express repeal of 
the rule under which the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures act, and from which are derived their 
great powers, I contend, said Mr. L. it is a fair 
and legitimate inference, that Congress never in- 
tend-d to abrogate it. À 
In the few aditional remarks which he designed 
making, he begged leave to advert to some of the 
argumenis urged by the honorable gentleman from 
Vermont, [Mr. Hatt] The committee, of which 
the honorable gentleman isa member, at the pre- 
sent sesion, has from time to time reported in for- 
mer years. The committee being, in successive 
Congre:ses, made up of different gen'lemen, they 
took, it seems, diferent views of their powers and . 
duties. Their several reports were rather in deros 
> eir From th's course of the 
committee, in times gone by, it is contended that it 
has always heretofore been considered doubtful 


whether or not ithad any thing todo. But, Mr. 
Speaker, said Mr. L. did those former committees 
ever make any investigations? D.d they ever ex- 
amine into any of the departments, or anv of the 
various branches of the departments? They never 
did, so far as Tam informed. : . 

But, sir, as to these reports, touching their own 
powers. What was done with them? What ac- 
tion was taken by the House? Were they consi- 
dered, debated, and adepted? No. Of course, then, 
they cannot be regarded as authoritative. They 
are good evidence, it is true, of the various opi- 
nions of honorable and experienced gentlemen in 
regard to the powers of this committee; but nothing 
more. These opinions, thas expres-ed in the form 
of repcrts, are certainly entitled to great considera- 
tion, and receive it, too, at my hands. So far, 
however, as the action of this House is concerned, 
I contend, said Mr. L. that it goes far to sustain 
the position, that the rule raising the Committee on 
Pablic Expenditures still exists in full force. Mr. 
L. continued and said, that there were not only 
shades of difference, but really material and sub- 
stantial differeaces in the powers of this committee 
and the six committees on expenditures in the De- 
partments. The powers of this commitiee are 
more extensive than those of either of 
the six Department committees; and are 
coequal with those of all the six Department 
committees combined. The language of the 71-t 
rile is, it shall be the duty of the Committee on Public 
Expenditures to examine into the “state” of the several 
pabtic departments. Now, sir, what does the word 
“state” mean? It has vatious significations. It 
means, according to the most apporved lerico- 
gtaphers, when connected with other words, which 
indicate the sense in which itis use, a body politte. 
Jn the way in which it is used in this inatance, it 
evidently means the affairs of the body politic; 
a some of the affairs, but any or all the affairs of 

ate. 

The committee (said Mr. L ) have a commis- 
sion given to them by this House, acting under the 
authority of the Constitution,ip virtne of which, they 
ean go into any Department of this Government, 
aad examine every thing there in which the people 
are interested. The Committee on Public Expendi- 
tures have general powers; the other six committees 
relating to the departments have, each, special 
powers. 

Bat granting, (said Mr. L.) that the aggregate 
powers of the six committees, are equal to those 
of the Committee on Pablic Expenditures; yet the 
jarisdiction is concurrent. Concurrence of juris- 
diction among several commitiees can form no 
reason for abolishing any one of them. That 
on Public Expenditures, | contend, has no right to 
look into and decide upon the jurisdiction of 
other and similar committees. For ins’ance, it 
cannot decide upon the powers of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. In this respect, these 
committees dffer from courts of law. In some 
ma ters, several courts may have, or be sapposed 
to have, jurisdiction; and if a suitor enter his plea 
to the jarisdiction, it ıs incumbent on the court to 
adjudicate on the plea. Ths would be all right. 
Batno court would institute an inquiry to see u 
some other jadicial tribunal had not the same 
powers it had; and if sucha one was found, then 
decline taking cognizance of such suit or plea as 
might be preferred before it. But, as I said be- 
fore, (remarked Mr. L.) if a plea to the jurisdic- 
tion is made, the court must decide; and if it 
finds that it has ne jurisdiction, (not if it concludes 
it has concurrent jurisdiction,) then iti will re- 
fuse to entertain the suit. It strikes me (said Mr. 
L.) that all that a committee of this House has 
to do, is to exercise the powers conferred upon it 
by the rule creating it. 

Again, sir: all the rales, and this among the rest, 
have been adopied at each successive Congress. 
This present session, the 7 {st rule, the one now in 
question, was re-enacted. Certainly, therefore, it 
cannot be successfully argued that this rule is re- 
pealed.. To sustain such a position, would seem 
almost to deny our own senses. We have all, or 
atleast most, of us, have witnessed the enactment 
of this very same rule, which, according to the ef- 
fect of the resolution, if adopted, must be consi- 
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dered as repealed. The rule for construing s'a- 
tutes, namely, that a subsequent Jaw repeals a 
prior one, so far as it is incompatible therewith, 
does not apply in this case, because all the ru-es 
involved in this debate were solemnly enacted by 
the House at the same time, and consequently all 
must have equal force and equal vahdity. Now, 
sir, said Mr. L. there is another aspect in which 
this resolution is objectionable; he meant it was 
clearly ineapedient. In what I have to say upon 
the point of expediency, I will, said he, “keep the 
state of the question in my eye.” I do not want to 
mingle yo'iical topies in the debate upon this re- 
solution, nor shall I wilfully subject myself to be 
called to order. He contended thcre were many 
and powerful considerations, some of which were 
applicable to the House itself, and o hers more 
especially applicable to the Opposition party, why 
this reso‘ution ought net to pass. Have we not, 
said Mr. L. year afier year, heard long and loud 


complaints about the alleged wasteful and prodigal | 


expenditure of the public moneys? Have not 
abuses, in every Department of the Government, 
been charged and trumpeted through the party 
presses from one end of the nation to the other? 
These comp'aints were heard dming the Adminis- 
tration of the honorable gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Apams.] We have heard them in 
still louder tones during the administration 


of General Jackson, and we hear them even now | 


made against the administration of the pre:eat dis- 
tinguished and able Chief Magistrate, Mr. Van 
Buren. All appropriations, of whatever kind, 
must, accerding to the Constitution, receive the 
sanction of this House; not one dollar can be ap- 
plied to any purpose, by any officer of Govern- 
ment, exeept in pursuance of Jaw, in the pas- 
sage of which this House must of necessily 


have a voice. Vast sums are annually received | 


and disbursed by the different departments. Mil- 
lions flow into and ont of your Treasury every 
year. The people look to the Legislative branch of 
the Government to extend their aid, at all events, 
in preventing abuses, and in correcling such as 
may creep into the management of the public 


treasure, in any of ihe various ramifica‘ions of the | 


business of the Government. What. sir, shall we 
be told that there is nothing for the Committee on 
Pablie Expenditures to do? The ready response 
is, there is the, Treasury Department, through the 
various branches and agencies of which pass mil- 
hons of dollars every year; there is your Navy 
Departwent, aad all the expenditures connected 


with it; there is your Post Office Department; | 


and there is your Department of War, and | 


its large expenditures, and in close coxnect.on 


with this may be ranked our Indian affairs— | 


the expenses of removing Indians, and of buy- 
ing owt their rights to lands, &c. Wil not all 


these vast and magnificent fields furnish sufficient | 


ground for acommittee, however experienced, how- 
ever learned and laborious, to explore? 
they wi'l; and, indeed, in my humble opinioa, said 
Mr. L. instead of lessening, we should rather aug- 


ment, the number of committees, and more equally | 


distribute labor among the members of this House. 
In this view of the subject, I would most re- 
spectfully and anxiously inquire, in the lan- 


Sorely | 
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calculated to give the House. Sir, 1 would, said 
Mr. L keep the committee; I would preserve this 
board of visiters, in order that every Administra 
tion, in time to come, may at all times keep ils 
“house in order,” not knowing “the day nor the 
hour when they may be called upon tə give an ac- 
count of their stewardship.” 

I confess, sir, when I saw the Committee on 
Public Expenditures composed of a majority of 
honorable gentlemen cppored to the President, I 
expected that every department where any abuses 
might be suspected to exist, would be probed to the 
core. Ihad aright to suppose this would be the 
case; and, in all candor, I declare that, in my opi- 
nion, none could doubt as to the talents, experience, 
and peculiar capacity of the honorable genilemen 
composing the committee, to pursue any inquiry 
they might deem it proper .o undertake. But, sir, 
the committee have not made any investigation. 
Shall I say that “a change has come o'er the spirit 
of their dreams?” or, rather, may I not say that 
they have no grounds on which to found a reason- 
able »elief that th-xe crying abuses, about which 
we hear so much, (I don’t mean in this House, but 
elsewhere, all over the country,) do exist? A great 
political contest is now going on; and those who 


| war agains\ the present worthy incumbent of the 


Presidential chair, will have to address the under- 
standings of the people, if they expect tò make 
any thing out of alleged abuses in the public ex- 
penditures. The people are intelligent, and tefore 
they set their faces against the present Administra- 
tion, they must be convinced, ` If there be any 
abuses, how conld they be better pointed out, how 
or by whom more satisfactorily shown to the Ame- 


| rican people, than by a committee of this House?, 


Mr. Speaker, some short time ago my disin- 


. guished colleague, [Mr. Brpptz,] in on? of his elo- 


quent speeches, alluded to that portion of the Pre- 
sident’s last message, wherein he says, “I have 
directed the est.mates for 1840 to be subjected to 
the severest scru'iny, and t? be limited to the abso- 
lute requirements ef the public service. They will 
be found less than the expenditures of 1839 by over 
five millions of del'ars.” My distinguished col- 
leagve allude! to this part of the message in his 
commien's upon the subject of the proposed appro- 
priation to the Cumberland road, and argued with 
great ability that Congress ought not to make any 
appropriations which were hot embraced in the 


| estima’es of the Departments; that the President held 
- out the idea of economy and reirenchment in put- 
i lic expenditures, and friends of the Administration 


guage of the resolution, why will you abolish | 


one of the most imporiant committees, which | 
has been raised for the purpose of having | 
“and exercising’ a supervisory power over all | 


the affairs of State, so far as expenditures are 
concerned? Why deprive ourselves, by a kind of 


suicidal act, of the main inštrument which the . 
Constitat on of our country has placed in our | 


hands for accomplishing these great purposes? 


I do not, said Mr. L. wish to be understood as ; 


admitting that any abuses now really exist, which 


demand the attention of the committee. ‘I know | 


of none; and from my confidence in the President 
and heads of the Departments, cannot suppose any 
are allowed to exist. The non-existence of abuses, 
however. forms no argument in favor of doing 
away with the committee. Destroy your commit- 
tee, and you will at the same time lose every par- 


ticle of moral influence which the having a stand. | 


ing tribunal; which can look into the various 
branches of Government, whenever it chooses, is 


in the House advocated appropriations in addition 
to thse included in the estimates, This course he 
cons dered wrong, and pronounced it deceptive. 
Now, sir, the House are not bound by the estimates 
of the heads of D partments. Iihas a constitu- 
tional right to orizinate all bills of appropriation, 
and m.y, at its pleasure,confine itself to ihe estimates, 
crgu beyond: hem. Might nota,sa friend of the Ad- 
ministration, wuh equal propriety, say in reference 
to the Oppos tion, that this thing of keeping up the 
ery of abus’s in the expenditures of the public 
treasure, and not investigating them, when they. 
now have,and during the last Congress had, the power 


| of doing it to their entire satisfaction, is “keeping 


the prmise to the ear, and breaking it to the hope?” 
Is not this course well calculated to lead a confid- 
ing people into error In saying this, I beg leave 
to remark, that nothing disrespeciful to the honora- 
ble gentlemen on the commitiee is intended. Ido 
not complain that they shrink from any neccessary 
labor or duty. > 

Bur, sir, in conclesfon, allow me to say, that I 
could not vote for abolishing this Committee on 
Public Expenditures. How would I justify or ex- 
plain such a course to an honest and enlightened 
consti'uency. Itake pleasure in saying, sir, here, 
in my place, that I have reason to feel proud of 
such a constituency as I have the honor to represent. 
Would they be satisfied with my telling them thers 
was no necessity for this Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures? Would they agree that the enly com- 
mittee, which had a jurisdiction commensurate with 
all the departments of Governmen'; which could 
march into any of the places where the public 
treasure was kept, and detect abuses, if any pre- 
vailed; would they, I say, agree to have that coms. 


Mr. MORRIS of Pennsylvania obtained the 
finor, and said he believed the subject had been 
sufficiently debated, and moved the previous ques- 
tion, 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the gentleman would with- 
draw the motion, as he was desirous of saying a 
few words on the subject. 

Mr. MORRIS would consent, provided the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts would promise to re- 
new th: motion. 

Mr. ADAMS thought it probable that, after he 
should have made his remarks, some gentleman 
woald wish to reply; he could not, therefore, make 
the promise required. 

Mr. MORRIS said that, as that was the case, he 
could not withdraw his motion. 

The question was then taker on ordering the 
previous question, and, there being no second, 

Mr. ADAMS spoke in reference to the impor- 
tance of continuing the committee in existence. It 
was his opinion that, if the Committee on Publ c Ex- 
penditures had taken up the document which he held 
in his hand, (relating to receipts and expenditures,) 
they might have saved miltions of dollars. They 
might do so even now, late as it was in the session; 
and if they did their duty, the country would have 
reason to rejuice if the House should refuse to abo- 
lish the committee. Mr. A. concluded his remarks 
by incidentally alluding to the civil and diplomatic 

appropriation bill before the House. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House 
proceed to the orders of the day; but pending that 
motion, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House farther 
testimony in relation to the New Jersey contested 
election; which, 

, On motionof Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, was 
referred to the Commitiee of Elections. 

Several Senate bills were taken from the SPEAK- 
ER’s table, and appropriately commited, 

Senate bill granting pre-empticn rights to set- 
tlers on the public lands, was taken up for commit- 
ment; when, 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky moved that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, with 
the following instruction:; which were read as fol- 
lows: 

“That said bill be referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands, with instructons to report an 
amendment graduating the price of the public 
lands that have been cffered for sale at public 
auction; and further, to report an amendment, di- 
viding the neit proceeds of the sale of the public 
lands with the twenty-six States of th.s Union, ac- 
cording to the Federal pro rata of representation, 
to be ascertained by the census of 1840, to take 
effect after the first of January, 1841.” 

After a few remarks from Mr. WHITE in sup- 
port of his proposition; 

The CHAIR suggested that the pro;os'tion to 
commit was not at that time s'rictly in order as he 
was only permitted to take up the bill for reference 
by universal corsent; and he suggested that the bill 
be laid aside for the present. The moiion to com- 
mit was laid over. ! 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union (Mr. Caszy 
in the chair) and took up the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, who was still enti- 
tlei to the floor, continued his remarks in relation 
to the causes of the incr-ase in the expenditures. 
The present Administration came into power to 
lessen the expenses of Government, to have re- 
trenchment, and it was no excuse or apology for 
them why they have not made this retrenchment, 
to say that the Opprsition voted for the increase in 
the expenditures The Opposiion were not pledged 
to retrenchment and reform, The Administration 
eame into power under a promise that it 

would be done. They have had the power 
jn one branch or the cther of Cuergress, and 
should have prevented the increase in expenditures, 
even if the Whig party did vote the increase. He 
believed no retrenchment would commence or 
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1 take place, except it came from ihe Executive— 


and that none Gould be carrie) through without 
his concurrence, inasmuch as none could be car- 
ried through with his opposition. He has the 
means and power to carry out reform. He then 
adverted to the public printing, which he said 
could be reduced. He was in favor of dispens- 
ing with the branch mints, on the ground that the 
mint at Philadelphia was adequate to all the wants 
of the Government. He spoke generally in favor 
of retrenchment. l 

Mr. REED obtained the foor, and justified the 


latitude of debate òn this bill, on the ground that | 


a proposition heretofore made by him to commit 


the Presidents message to the Committee of the | 


Who'e for the purpose of debate had failed. 
There must be some fit occasion to discuss the po- 
licy of the Adminis'ration—to examine its abuses 
if they exi3t or seemed to exist. Mr. R. after 
adveriing to the increase of the éxpendittres, res 
ferred to some items which he-was in favor of re- 
ducing. He was aware that they were cailed for 
to fulfil the provisions ef existing laws, and if 
gentlemen were opposed to such laws, he knew of 
no other occasion that could be embraced to 
express his oppos tion to them. 

He had endeavored, in vain, for many years, to 
correct abuses; and particularly the salaries of 
marshals and aitorneys of the United States, for 
which an item of $14,500 is inserted in this bill. 
He was uriderstoud to éall upon the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means to explain in 
what amount to individuals this aggregate was 
distributed. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia replied that the salaries 
of these officers were fixed by Various laws of Con- 
gress, long since passed, and that they varied, 
ranging fiom 8200 to $600 each. 

Mr. REED was understoed to say that he had 
called upen the Department a year ago for infor- 
mation in relation to the sa'aries and fees of the 
marshals and attorneys, and that the report had 
been sinc’ made, by which it was seen that they 
receive an enormous amount. 

Mr. JONES rep'ied that not one dollar of it was 
drawn from the public Treasury. The sum was 
made up from fees and costs, 

Mr. REED said that thade it much warse. - It 
was drawn from the people, who were least able 
to pay it. The Government being more wealthy, 
it would not operate so hard if it were drawn from 
that source. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia hoped the gertleman 
wonld not attribute the amount of these fees as an 
act for which the Administration was responsible. 

Mr. REED complained of the Jarge amount paid 
to these officers, and said it was an abuse which i 
was the duty of the Administra'isn to correct. 

Mr. JONES said if the gentieman would inwo- 
duce a biil to correct this which he conceives an 
abuse, or any other abnse, he would vote for it. 
The fees of these officers fluctuate, and are, at 
times, verv small in amount. 

Mr. REED, after commentirg on this topic for 
some time, adverted to the light-house system, and 
complained of a transfer made ty the President of 
the sum of ive thouzand dollars, appropriated to 
that object, to the construction ef the public build- 
ings at Washington, when he was interrupted by 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, who wished to saya 
few word in explanation cf that matter. It had 
been frequently stated in the Houseasa matter 
of great astonishment, that the President shon!d 
have transferred an appropriation intended for 
light-houses to the Treasury building. He would 
inform the gentleman that the President had done 
nothing but what he had been fully authorized by 
law todo. During the last few years appropria- 
tions had been made by Congress for the erection 
of light-houses, but with this proviso, “ihat afier 
an examination of the location, their erection 
should be deemed necessary.” Now the examina- 
tion in relation to the light-houses in question, had 
been made by commissioners, under the super'n‘en- 
dence of the Navy Depariment, and the commissicn- 
ers had reported that they were no! suitable Iccations, 
This money, to the amount of thity or ferty 
thousand dollars, being unapplied, the President, 
under the authority given to him by law, trans- 
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ferred the amount to the Treasiity building. This 
was àt a time, tov; whên the while dmount of ap: 
propriation for the building was exhausted, and 
when there was no roof on it. With a view, there- 
fore, to protect the building from injury, the Presi- 
dent had exercised the power given to him, and 
made the transfer. The gentleman must, upon 
reflection, be aware that the President had done no 
more than his duty, in thus applying the money for 
the purpose of protecting the building from the 
weather. That was absolutely netessary; and hav- 
ing accomplished that, he had gone no farther: 
The gentleman ought also to know, that if the tiio- 
ney had not been applied to this obyect, it would, 
within two years, have become a part of the sur- 
plus fund, and could not be again taken from the 
Treasury, without another appropriation. Mr. J. 
then referred to the laws giving to the President 
the discretionary power which he had exercised. 
Mr. REED continued his remarks, in the course 
of which he adverted to thé rematks of the gentle 
man fror Pennsylvania (Mr. Kes] in relation to 
his views of the ballot system; when he was intér+ 
rupted by 

Mr: KEIM, whio desired to be ithderstood oñ 
this subject. He was desirous that the ballot for 
the p ople shòuld prevail; but that, with reference 
to their Representatives, he advocated the viva vece 
system. He deemed it important that the people 
should kndw how their agents and Representa ives 
voted on all ocdasioiis: 

Mr. R. then resumed, and continued his rematks 
for a short time on that bfanch of the subject, and- 
then adverted to the removal of the deposites from 
the Bank of the United S'ates. He conderhtied 
such removal, and also the deposite of the revenues 
of the Goverament with the State institutions. He 
commented on the character of some of those in-. 
stitutions in his State, and censured them as unfit 
deposites. He referred'to many other topics which. 
had been touched upon since the bill was under 
consideration, and particularly the ptirposes and 
designs of the Hartford Convention. He was un- 
derstood to say that the gentlemen who compos:d 
that convention were great and good men. 

Mr. HOPKINS here obtained the floor, but, by 
request, yieldéd it to l 

Mr. DUNCAN, who was understood to say that 
an inference might be drawn from some of the re-. 
marks made on yesterday, that the friends of the 
Administration had been challenged to contradict 
the correctness of the statement which had been 
sent into Virginia, in relation to the expenditures 
of the Government, signed by the Federal Vigilance 
Committee, and that they dared not take the re- 
sponsibility todo so. Now, te prevent such an in- 
ference, Mr. D. said he dared take the responsibi- 
lity to say that that statement was not correct; and 
he would take occasion at another time to go into 
an investigation in detail, to prove it was deceptive 
in character. It was for base party purposes—it 
was merely the corner of the book—it was garbled 
from the documents in which an explanation in de- 
tail was made of those expendi'ures, and which ex- 
plavation should have gone with it, to make it in- 
telligible. The reason ihat he had not contradict:d 
it yesterday, was because he could not obtain the 
fiocr to do so. i 

Mr. HOPKINS, afier some preliminary remarks, 
alluded to the charges of extravagant expenditure 
made against the present and laie Administrations, 
in the document sent recently into Virginia, with 
a view of influencing the election of that State. He 
said he should be abie to show that, imstead of the 
President being responsible for the extravagance 
charged in the dccument, the blame rested on the 
Opposition themselves, and he would, by areference 
to the journal, prove that most of the large ap- 
propriaiions which swelled the aggregate of ex- 
penditures, had been voted for by a majority of the 
Opposition. He appealed to gentlemen whether, 
under this state of things, it was fair and just to- | 
hold the President responsible, when the expendi- 
tures had been supported by a majority of his polie 
tical advervar.es on that floor. In the remarks he: 
was about to make, he did not wish for the com- 
mittee to rely on his statements alone; but he in- 
tended to prove them by a reference to the journal, 
and then, so far as the yeas and nays would show, 


the people could judge for themselves as to who 
was responsible for the extraordinary expenditures. 


Mr. H. said he would refer to a single instance © 


where an apprepriation to a great amount had been 
made, by an almost unanimons vote of both par- 
ties, but wh ch was set down in the document as a 
part of the extravagant expenditures of the Admi- 
his‘ration. He reterred to the appropriation of ten 
millions made last year. to provide fer contingen- 
cies which might arise from the excitement then 
existing in relation t» the Northera fronter. Now 
that appropriation was made by an almost unani- 
mous vote of both parties, there being only 6 
Yotes in the negative; and yet, strange as it might 
appear, this large item was set down in the docu- 
ment, and formed a part of the charges made against 
the President. Was this fair? Was this justice? 
Was it right to hold the President responsible for 
an appropriation carried by an almost unanimous 
vote of the House? Fur his part, he must and 
would denounce it as unjust, as calculated to ce- 
ceive the people of the country, and to raise un- 
just prejudices against an individual, against whom 
not the slightest blame was to be attached. 

Having mentioned that instance, he would also 
refer to another, where similar injustice had been : 
attemp'ed. It was im relation to the indemnit:es 
received from foreign nations. These indemnities, 


it was well known, were received by the Govern- ` 


ment, acting in the capacity of a trustee only, and 
the moneys were paid out again to the individual 
citizens to whom they belonged; and yet these were 
also charged against the Administration, and 
formed a part of the aggregate. 

Mr. H. proceeded to show that the millions re 
covered from France, Spain, Denmark, Naples, 
and cther nations, and merely passing throngh the 
Government to merchants and others, for whom 
they were recovered, were all set down in the do- 
cament as an expenditure out of the Treasury of 


the money of this country, when in fact this was ` 
money paid by foreign countries out of their trea- | 


sury to American citizens. He appsaled to the 


candor of gentlemen whether such a course was - 


fair, to charge the Administration with the expen- 
ditures, when the Government was acting merely 
as the trustee of others. 


Mr. H. then alluded to the several items cet 


down ia the document for harbors, the pension 
fand, the Camberland road, Indian expenditures, 
&c. ali of which he proved had been supported by 
the Opposition themselves. 

He also referred to the item for defraying the | 
contingent expenses of the House, which, of late | 


had increased to such a great amount, and which, `' 
likewise, was charged in the document against the © 


President. He asked whether it was not mon- 
strons to attempt to blame that officer for sach an 


item. How was it possible that gentleman could | 


attempt to hold the President of the United Btates || 


| 
responsible for an increase of the contingent ex- | 
penses of their own body? Had the President any | 
thing in the world to do with it? And yet this hap- | 
pened to be one of the appropriations chargei in | 
that document against him. He would ask if 


there was a single gentleman on that floor who |. 
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find that the amount of difference was very small 
indeed. 

Mr. H. then went on fo say, that with a view 
of all these facts, and coasidering how the Opposi 
tion themselves had acted in supporting those 
appropriations, he could not say less than that, by 
the publication of the document in question, crying 
and barefaced injustice had been done to the Pre- 
sident by those who attempt to hold him responsi- 
ble for the whole expenditures. 

The remarks of Mr. H. will be give in full 
hereafter. 

Mr. ANDREWS obtained the floor, but, at his 


solicitation, yielded it, for the purpose of personal | 


explanation, to 


Mr. CORWIN, who replied at great leng'h to 
the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. : 


Horkina,] and particularly such parts as related to 
the document, purporung to give a statement of 


the expenditures of the Government, which had | 


been sent out by the Whig Central Intelligence 


Committee, of which Mr. C. was a member. That | 


document, it seemed, had given rise to great specu- 
lation. Mr. C. said, in consequence of the terms 
in which that gentleman had characterized it, and 
as his name was signed to 1t, some explanation was 
required from him. That gentleman, in character- 
zng it, had used one or two adjectives too much. 
He understood the gent'eman to say that crying in- 
justice had been done to the Presideat by sending 
out tuat leaf of printed matter to which he bad ad- 
verted. Mr. C. did not know whether he signed 
that document as an executor or a witness; but, 
since the gentleman had connected his name with 
it, and had attached to the document so saspicious 
a character, and thought it had done such crying 
injustice, it became him to make some sort of apo- 
logy. Mr. C. after some preliminary remarks, said 
the statement was made up of the words and figures 
taken from the public records: that it was made in 
reply to a resolution of the House, by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. It was a statement of facis 
and figures sent in by that Secretary. It was 


' called for for the purpose of disseminating the infor- 


mation it contained among the people. But the 
chicf complaint seemed to be, that no explanation 


` of the causes ot the increase had accompanied the 


He knew that it was very easy to 
to light-houses 


statement. 
show that the appropriations 


© had caused a part of this increase, and that 


a large portion had- been sunk in the swamps 
of Florida. The whole crime seemed to be, that 
they did no! go into an investigation to show these 
facts to the people. He argued that if the Whigs 
did vote for the appropriation making the aggregate 
in the years of the past and present Adminisira- 
tions, incladed in thisdocument, it would not add any 


; thing to the stock of knowledge of the people to tell 


would get up and attempt to argue that any one | 


but themselves was responsible tor sach an appro- 
priation? Certainly not. Then how great was the 
injust.ce of attempting to throw the responsibility 
on the President. For his part, he had no hesita- | 
tion in admitting that the contingent expenses of | 
the House were, in some respects, tvo great, and 
be woald most willingly co-operate with others for 
the reduction; but still that did not alter the case | 
in relation to the responsibility of the House itself. 

He might go on and mention many other items 
of asimilar character, and before he concladed, 
he shoald have occasion to refer to official docu- 
ments, for ihe purpose of proving the facts. 

_ Mr. H. afier adverting at much length to the va- 
rious items of expenditure of past years, and show- 
ing that the items complained of. had been sup- 
ported by the Opposition themselves, expressed his 
astonishment at the course of the latter. He said 
if they would take the trouble to examine the va 
rious items of those extraordinary appropriations, 
and deduct them from the aggregate, they would 


themso. All that he had to say was, that if the Whigs 
did vote for them, turn them ont. Mr. C. was nn- 
derstood not to coincide with the views of the 
friends of the Administration, that the Pres ‘dent 
was not responsible for the increase in the expen- 
ditures on the ground that he could not exercise 
any influence over the deliberations of Congress; 
and went into an argument to show that such influ- 
ence might be exercised. The friends of the Ad- 
ministration could not, he said, rid themselves of 
the responsibility of the increase of the expenditures 
on the ground that the Whig party had voted for 
them. He did not believe that the Whig party 
had voted more unif. rmly for the large appropria- 
tions which swelled the expenses of Government 
than the friends of the Administration. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired of the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Corwin,] whether the document sent 
vut to influence the Virginia election, contained 


i the whole document reported from the Depart- 


ment? 

Mr. CORWIN replied, that if the gentleman 
alluded to the report of the Treasury Depariment, 
that was entire; but if he alluded the other part of 
the printed pages, it was not all there, but mere ex- 
tracts. God forbid that it should be all there. Mr. 
C. said it was not fair for the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia (Mr. Hopgins] to charge them with doing injus- 
tice because they did not make an elaborate explana- 
tion of the items which made the aggregate of the 
expenditures in that statement. Mr. C. then spoke 
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at great length in reply to attacks on the principios 
of General Harrison; and part'colariy the excep- 
tions which had been taken to his refusal to reply 
to the interrogatories which had been put to him to 
draw out his opinions He did not consider it of 
so much importance that his opinions should be 
kuown cn one or two isolated questions of the 
thousand subjects which occupied the public mind. 
Mr. C. spoke at some length on various other to- 
pics, and after concluding, 

Mr. McKAY obtained the floor; wen on his 
motion the committee rose. Then 

The House, at 8 o’clock, adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuorspay, April 23, 1840. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition 
of the Florida, Georgia, and Alabama Raiiroad 
Company, praying a further extension of time on 
certain duty bonds; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a petition 
from citizens of Pennsylvania, praying the passage 
of a gereral bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. PORTER presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of citizens of Detroit, praying the adoption of 
measures for the pre-ervation of the records of the 
Board of Commissioners for the adjustment of land 
titles in Detroit; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Juciciary. 

Mr. LINN, from the~Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the memo- 
rial of Miguel Eslava, made a favorable report 
thereon, which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, td which was referred the memorial of 
sundry inhabitants of St. Clair, in the State of 
Michigan, praying that a duty of five cents may 
be imposed upon every pound of fish ‘imported 
from the Canadas into the United States, said that 
he ha! been instructed by the committee to ask to 
be discharged from the farther cunsideration of the 
memyrial, and to move its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. The subject was one of im- 
portance; but he supposed that it could not be ma- 
turely or successfully acted upon uatil the tariff 
generally should be taken up. That willand must 
bedone atthe next session. He presumed that no 
partial movement in relation to it could succeed, 
and that this memorial must take its chance with 
the tariff. The motion was agreed to, and the me- 
morial, properly belonging to that committee, was 
referred to the Commitee on Finance. , 

Mr. SEVIER, fron the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which had been referred the petition of 
J. L. Schoolcraft, made an adverse report tkereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which had been referred the petition 
of James Ware, made an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which wasreferred the bill for altering 
the time of holding the term of the courts in the 
Western District of Pennsylvania, at Williams- 
port, reported the same without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. W. the bill was then taken up, 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bi'l for the relief of Avery, Salimarsh, and 
Company, was taken up, and afier a discussion, 
in which Messrs. SMITH of Indiana, CLAY of 
Ala. LUMPKIN, TAPPAN, KING, WHITE, 
and HUBBARD, participated, 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to layit on the table; 
which was disagreed to—ayes 16, nays 18. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, it was recommitted 
to the Committee on Claims. 

The bill to amend the act entiled “An act to 
amend an act entitled ‘An act for laying off the 
towns of .Fort Madison and Burlington, in the 
county of Des Moines, and the towns of Belleview, 
Dubuque, and Pern, in the county of Dubuque, Ter- 
ritory of Wiskonsin, and for other pur poses,” ”” , 
was taken up,on motion of Mr. YOUNG, and af- 
ter being discussed, was uniformly passed over for 


the present. soy 
On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the bill 
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provid:ng for the reduction and graduation of the 
price of the public lands was taken up, when a 
highly animated and interesting discussion took 
place, wherein Messrs. CLAY of Alabama, CLAY 
of Kentucky, WALKER, MERRICK, BENTON, 
HUBBARD, WHITE, CRITTENDEN, PRES. 
TON, SMITH of Indiana, CALHOUN,and others, 
participated. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to strike out the third 
and fourth sections of the bill; the question having 
been taken, was decided in the affirmative, as fol- 
lo ws: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Cuthbert, Dixon, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Merrick, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Stur- 
geoa, Williams, and Wnght—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Clay ef Alabama, Ful- 
toa, Grundy, Henderson, King, Linn, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Tappan, and Walker—16 

Mr. PRESTON moved to strike out the second 
section, but, at the suggestion of Mr. Cray, li- 
mited his motion to strike out that part only in the 
section which conferred the priv.l-ge of purchasing 
at a less price to settlers on adjacent lands. 

After some furthe: debate on this motion, the 
question was taken by yeas and nays, and decided 
in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Merrick, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, and Williams—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Anderson, Benton, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Falton, Grandy, Hender- 
son, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkio, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Robinson, Se- 

vier, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
White, Wrizht, and Young—26. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the 
following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay 
of Alabama, Cu'hbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hender- 
son, Habbatd, King, Lina, Lumpkin, Mcuton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon. Tappan, Walker, 
White, Wiliams, Wright, and Yoang—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Criteaden, Dixon, Merrick, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Roane, and Roggles—11. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

i Tuursoay, Apri! 23, 1840. 

The CHAIR announced that the,business first in 
order during the morning hour wag the following 
resolution, reported, by the geatleman from Mas- 
sachu-etts, [Mr. Baices.] from the Committee on 
Pablic Expenditures, viz: H ` 

Resolved, That the duties ogginally assigned to 
the Committee on Public Expenditures, by the rules 
ot the House, having singe been transferred to 
other committess, and the daid Committee on Pub- 
lic Expenditarys having pò duties. to perform, that 
the ru'e for its appoinimént be abolished. 

Mr. ADAMS, who was entitled to the floor, ar- 
gued generally to show why the Committee on Pub- 
lic Expen‘itares should be continued in existence. 
He said that there were, perhaps, not many mem- 
bers in the House who knew better than h: did, 
that a strict examination of the accounts of the se- 
vesal Departments was not a very agreeable thing. 
Mr. A. then adverted to the course of argument in- 
dulget in by the gen:leman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Octe ] to which he was anderstood to take 
exception, and to censure. He said that whea his 
colleague, (Mr. Lincotn,] who, during his neces- 
sary absence, permitted him [Mr. A.] to occupy the 
seat from whch he was now speaking, spoke in his 
piace, and gave an account here of the manner in 
which he went to the Presidents house, and ex, 
amined into every chair, and table, and bed, and 
bedding, and washstand, and all the other furniture 
of a bed chamber, the good feelings of his col- 

league's nature could not restrain him from! saying 
that it was a painful duty, and that he hoped he 
should never be called to perforin it again. 

Mr. A. had undergone the process of exąmina- 
tion more than ence, and knew what it was; and 

hoped every member, without regard to party poli- 


ce ae aaeeea e me a 
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cy, would put the question to himself, whether it 
would accord with his feelings to have his domestic 
sanctuary violated by the scrutinizing visit of a 
stranger—his household, his castle—which is so ac- 
kaowledged to be by the common law. The conte- 
quence (said Mr A.) of the late examination of 
the President’s house has been exposed to this 
House and to the nation; and, so far as re’ates to 
that subject, he believed the examination made by 
his colleague, and to which he had referred, was 
made as chairman of the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

Mr. A. would recommend to the Speaker of the 
House, (who had appointed the committees at this 
time, and all who might hereaftsr become Speakers 
of the House,) to appoint persons to perform ser- 
vices of that nature, men of delieate feelirgs, and 
who would discharge their duty in a manner simi- 
lar to that of his colleague. Mr. A. would say to 
the committees who might undertake to examine 
into the several Departments of tne Government: 
when you go to the head of any Department to ex- 
amine expenditures, go there with the feelings of 
men, and not as party politicians; go there, consi- 
dering what would be your feelings were you p'aced 
in that si'uation. If you apprehend the affairs of 
any department are not properly conducted, go to 
the head of it, and ascer‘ain facts. If the commit- 
tees on the expenditures of the several departments 
should do their duty, they would be auxiliary tə the 
general Committee on the Public Expenditures, and 
would enable them to make more satifac'ory re- 
ports than have ever been made. Mr. A weuld 
specify an occurrence during one session, about 
the year 1820 When he was at the head of the 
Depariment of State, the Committee on the Ex- 
pend.tures of the Department of State came to that 
Department, and he pointed oat every article of ex- 
penditare to them, and laid the list befere them, 
and they inquired into the cause of them. They 
also require of him a written statement of the ex- 
penditares cf the Department. Mr. Wood, the 
chairman, reporttd to this House, and appended 
his (Mr. A’s) statement to the report, which was 
entire'y satisfactory to all parts of the House.. If 
such a thing was done at one session, why n t 
(-aid Mr. A.) do it at every s-ssion ? Why not? 
Why should it not be done? He believed it would 
save a great deal of expense; and stated this as 
his reason for the vote which he would give against 
the resolution to abolish the Committee on Public 
Expenditares, 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi said it was of 
the utmost moment that the various reports and 
bills waich had been accumulating on the hands of 
the several committees should be repcried and 
acted on. The House had been detained for nearly 
a week with the question under discussion. For 
himself’, he was ready to vote upon it, and he be- 
lieved the whole House was p‘epared to vote upon 
it; and, therefore, he called for the previous ques- 


tion. 

Mr. CUSHING said that this question had been 
a subject of controversy, and soiemnly seit'ed at 
previous Congresses, and therefere called for the 
yeas and nays; which were accordingly ordered, 
and resulted—yeas 6, nays 148 

So the resolution was rejecied. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the House then re- 
solved itself into Commi‘tee of the Whole, (Mr. 
Casey in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the civil and diplomat'c appropriaticn bill. 

Mr. McKAY, who was entitled to the floor, 
made an able vindication of the Administration 
from the charge of extravagance, which had been 
alleged by the Opposition in the House. 
verted to that part of the message of the President 
of the United States, which expressed a desire for 
an economical administration of the Government, 
and which said that if Congress did not exce d the 
estimates, that there would be a reduction of seve- 
ral millions of dollars this year in the expenditures. 
The chairman of the Committees of Ways and 
Means, said Mr. McK. had told the House that 
that committee had reduced the amount on some of 
the items in the estimates; he thought that the pro- 
bability was, that at the ead of the present session 
of Corgress, the appropriations would not exceed 
the estimates—that a retrenchment of some twelve 


He ad-. 


millions would be effected at the end of the three 
years of the present Administration. This he 
thought at least a guarantee that the promise of re- 
trenchment was not a hollow profession; but that 
it would be actually effected to that large extent. 
Notwithstanding the expenditures were something 
more at the present time than at the last year of the 
administration of Mr. Adams, it was no proof of 
extravagance. Extravagance did not consist in the 
amount expended, but in the manner of the expen- 
diture--whether it was legitimate and advantage- 
cus to the great national interests which are pecu- 
liarly committed to the fostering care of the General 
Government. The expenditures in old and esta- 
blished Governments ought not to increase with its 
growth in population and wealth; but the case of 
the Federal Government was a peculiar one. A 
large portion of the country was comparatively 
new, and every thing had to be created; and 
therefore the expenditures must, to a cer'ain 
extent, keep pace with the development of the 
resources ot the nation, and the consequent 
wants of the Government, growing out of the rapid 
increase of the popula ion of the country, and its 
extension over an immense territory. By the addi- 
tion of new States to the Federal Union, new wants 
necessarily arise, and some augmentation of the 
expenditures consequently grow out of it. Mr. 
McK. then exhibited statistics, shewing that the in- 
crease in the expenditures, in proportion to the de- 
velopment of the resources of the nation, new wants 
by the addition of States and increase of population, 
had been less since General Jackson came ihto 
power, than prior to the end of Mr. Adams’s admi- 
nistration. He also adverted to statistics showing 
the progressive inciease in the expenses of the 
State Governments, particularly the States of New 
York, Peonsylvania, and Maryland, and that such 
increase had been rapid and regular from year to’ 
year, more so than that of the National Govern- 
ment, without even taking into the account the’ 
enormous debts incurred by the States for conduct- 
ing their works of internal improvement. The mere 
fact of the increase of the amount of expenditures, 
if laid oat constitutionally and beneficially, was’ 
not proof of extravagance. To carry out the views 
above taken in relation to the progressive increase 
which was inevitable and unavoidable, from the 
extension of the Union, Mr. McK. adverted to the 
Post Office Department, and the great amount ne- 
cestary to carry on is operations. This Departe 
ment derived nothing from the Government for its 
support; yet, since the administration of Mr. 
Adams, the $5,000,000 ia round numbers necessary 
to carry on its operations, have to pass through the , 
Treasury, and be appropriated in the bill be- 
fore the House, and thus to that amount ap- 
parently contributed to swell the expenditures 
of the Government, without in fact constituting any 
pari of it. Ifthe Whig argument wascorrect,that in- 
crease in the expenditures was proof cf extrava- 
gance, why there was great extravagance in this 
Department. The rates of postage remained the 
same as they were at the time of Mr. Adams, and 
yet i's revenues have swelled to near $5,000,000.. 
But during ‘he administration of that gentleman, - 
the revenue of the Department was only $1,600,000. 
He asked if there was a gentleman belonging to 
the Opposition in the House, who had the boldness 
to rise ia his place and assert that the disbursement 
of this large sum of money was proof of extrava- 
gance. Look at the great increase given to the 
mail facilities throughout the country—the great 
increase in the post offices from about seven thou- 
sand to near fourteen thousand. And all this, too, 
effected without a single dollar of increase of 
taxes on the people. This shows the great develor- 
ment of ihe resources of the nation, and the wants 
consequent, and increased appropriat ons necessary , 
to supply such wants. The gentlemen in the Op- 
position, in their desire te throw the responsibility 
of the increase of expenditares upon the Executive 
Department of the Government, lose sight of the 
fact, that the President cannot originate money 
bills, or add any thing to the burdens of the appro- 
priations, or take them off.. Congress alone has - 
that power, and is, therefore, responsible to the-. 
people for the amount of money taken from their 
pockets. The President has no control over the 
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expenditares. He cannot expend a dollar, except | 
it be appropriated by law of Congress. His on'y 


power is to see it j adiciously applied, in fulfilment 
of these laws. 

Mr. McK. then referred to the messages of Ge- 
neral Jackson against heavy expenditures, and com- 
mented thereon; and proved that, if it had not been 


tor the interposition of his veto power, the system ` 


of extravagance on objects of internal improve- 
meat which had grown up onder the Administra- 
tion of Mr. Adams, would have been swelled to 
upwards of one buncie | millions more than had 


been appropriated to that object since General , 


Jackson went into the Presidential chair. To 
prove that the promises of retrenchment were not 
hollow, durirg his administration, Mr. McK. 
showed, from official statements, that not a new tax 


on duty had been laid during the whole period, or , 


since, but that a great many duties had been re- 
duced, amounting, in the periods below, as fol- 


lows, viz: 

2 coco: am 
2 - = + * 304, 
1833, - - - = 19,789,000 
1834 = 1- -24445000 
1835, -7 - + = 27,453,000 
1836, - - - = 34,688,000 


making an actual reduction in the bardens on the 
people of these amounts. 


In the last four years, the reduction of taxes on | 


imports was larger thao the whole amount of actual 
receipts into the Treasury curing the administra- 
tion of Mr. Adams. Yet these Whig gentlemen 


are contending that there has been no retrench- | 
If the tariff 


ment of the burdens on the people. 
actof 1828 had remained unaltered, the receipts 
into the Treasury would have been upwards of one 


hundred millions more than they were daring the | 
Jackson, notwith- | 


administration of General 
standing the large amounts of receipts during that 
period; yet, by this enormous reduction, the bar- 
dens of the people have been lessened more than 


being principally necessaries of life, inelud- 
ing tea, coffee, and brown sugars, on which 
some forty millions bad been reduced. On the 


artic'es of tea alone, 15 millions redaction had bren ` 


effected in the space of three years; and on ceffee 
some $13,000,000. Mr. McK. then argued that the 
great accumulation of surplus revenues was one 
great cause of the increase in the expendiiures. He 


It would be rainous to the best interests of the 


country to have hoarded revenues thus unnecessa- | 


rily collected. Jf the money was taken from the 


people, it must be sent back to the people—it must | 
be expended. Therefore, the most effectual way to | 


dim.nish the expenses of Government would be 
not to take more money from the people than was 
absolotely necessary for great public purposes, It 
was the duty of Congress to see that no more was 
col'ected than was necessary; and when collected 
that itshou'd be appropriated to constitutional ob- 
jects. Ifmore had been heretofore collected ihan 
the proper wants uf the Government required, 
those who opposed the repeal of the duties were re- 
spopsib’e. He then quo'ed from the specches of 
Mr. Cray, to show that if the views of the Execu- 
tive had been carsied out in regard to the tariff, 


the revenues from imports wonld have been || 
still farber redaced. Mr. Cray admitted, in 1833, 


that bis American system was in danger from the 


friends of the Administration—that it would have | 


been overthrown if it had not been for the comprc- 
mise act. Mr. C. also admitted in 1836, that he 
foresaw, at the time of the compromise act, that it 
would produce a surplus in the Treasury, and en- 
deavored to guard against it by his biil for the dis- 
tribution cf the procecds of the public lands. The 
Opposition were then, and now are, friend!y to 
a high tariff. 

So far, then, as the fact that too much money 


had been collected, contributed to swell the expen- 
ditures ef Government, the Opposition, that now 
declaimed so much about extravagance, were re- 


| sponsible. 


Mr. McK. then showed the large amount of 


goods imported free of cuty since the administra- `! 


tion of Mr. Adams; which, daring the administra- 
tion of Jackson alone, exceeded that amount by 
many millions. 


preciated bank paper from coming into the Trea- 
sury, and thas did away with one cause which 
would make it necessary to swell the appropriation 


to get rid of the money; and prevented the rich © 


lands of the West from passing into the hands of 
speculators. 

Mr. McK. then adverted to the asseition of some 
gentlemen who wished to hold the Executive re- 
sponsible for the appropriations, that they would 
not vote for any measure unless estimates were re- 
ceived from the Departments for that purpose. 
He said that the appropriations had generally ex- 
ceeded the estimates of the Departments from the 
foundation of the Government. 


gtess; and cited many instances to prove the 


ground assumed. The bill to increase the pay of | 
the navy, which was voted for by the Opposition | 


generally, one year alone caused an increase in 
the estimates for the next year. It was thus that 
the estimates were increased by the action of Con- 
gress. The act of Congress, which one year 
caused n excess of appropriations over the esti- 
mates, next year, by thesame process, swelled the 
estimates over those of the previous years. 

It was degrading to the character of the House 
to say that Congres; should bz confined to the es:i- 
mates. It was the daty of the Execative to report 


the amounts of estimates necessary to fulfil the pro- | 
visions of existing laws, and not for him to say | 
: that such estimates should nut be exceeded. The : 


President had not said so; but if the argament of 


' gentlemen prevail, it would, in effect, be giving the 
one half. Mr. McK. then showed on what partica- |: 
lar articles the reduction had been made, | 


power to the Executive to originate all the appro- 
priation bills. He would be glad to see, in many 
instances, the appropriations redaced below the 
estimates; butthey were in accordance with the ex- 
isting laws, and could not be touched, without a re- 
peal of those laws. 


Mr. McK. then showed that even the estimates, | 
, Under existing laws, fluctuated. Supplies to the 
| army and navy being influenced by the state of the 
| currency of the country, cost more some years than 
said if the money was collected it must be spent. |: 
; the appropriation during the last and pres2nt Ad- 


others; this was one cause that contributed to swell 


ministrations, the prices of provision during that 
period being very high. Hc then went into an ex- 
am nation in detail, and showed the large amounts 
appropriated to national objects during that time, 
exceeded by many millions appropriations to such 


l! objects during the administration of Mr. Adams. | 
|: He examined in detail all the appropriations which 


made up the excess over the administration of that 


genileman, and showed conclusively that many of ; 
the objects of those ie Pa ee originated with : 


the Opposition, and that thal party had invariably 
votedfor all the appropriations, for the increase 


of which they wished to make the present Ad- | 


ministration accountable. The remarks of Mr. 
McK. will be published in full hereafter. 
Mr. EVANS took exception to the course of re- 


{McKay,] in relation to the causes of the increase 
of the expenditures; and particular-y took excepiion 
to his argument in relation to the burdens of taxa- 
tion of which the peop'e had been relieved during 
the administration of General Jackson. He re- 
plied at length to the to: ics. He did not deny, 
however, that the Whig party had voted for the 
greater proportion of the appropriations to which 
that gentleman badadveried. Mr. E. said hedid vote 
for the appropriation to fcr ifications, as the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina had charged upon 
him; and it was no mortifica:ion to him -to have 
Zé 


d 
i 
A 


He showed the gcod effects ofthe | 
specie circular in preventing large amounts of de- | 


The estimates . 
depended more or less upon the legislation of Con- , 


: Suid in 


his vetes, which were recorded on tke journals, in 
favor of appropriations to all the great objects to 
which the gentleman had adverted, exhibited to 


: the House and the country. He did not beast there 
` or elsewhere that he did vote for them. 


If he had 
any pride about the matter, it was because he had 
voted for appropriations to harbors, fortifications, 
light-hou: es, and other great national cbjrcts. He 
did not profess to belong to a party in favor of a 
parsimonious Administration, though he was for 
an economical one. There cou'd be economy in 
the expenditure of millions, and extravagance in 
the expenditure of hundreds. As for the expendi- 
tures on harbors, fortifications, roads, and light- 
houses, he took pride if his vote had helped them 
on. There was no economy in ccnfining the ex- 
penditares of Government to a small amount— 
to fifteen millions, as had been proposed by one 
gentleman from North Carolina. Economy did not 
consist in confining to a small amount, but in ju- 
diciousiy applying what was appropriated to sach 
objects were was worthy, the care of the Government. 
Hedid not complain of the amount of the appre- 
priations, but the manner in which it was applied. 
He disapproved the Indian policy—the policy of 
acquiring lands—which had caused the Indian 
wats, end which had thrown an immense expendi- 
ture of money upon the Government, and contri- 


' Buted to swell the appropriations, which he and 
| the party to which he was attached were compelled 


to vote for, however much they were opposed to 


. the policy making the appropriations necessary. 


Mr. E. agreed with the geneman from North 
Carolina (Mr. McKay] that too much had been 
the cou'se of the debate on this bill, in 
throwing the responsibility of the appropriations on 
the President, that would tend to surrender all the 
powers of Congress to the diz'ation of , the Execu- 
tive. Some gentlemen had contended that they 
would not votefor any appropriation except the 
Executive Departments reported estimates for such 
purposes. He was totally opposed 'o the doctrine 


| that Congress shonid vote nothing except upon the 


estimates of the Departmen‘'s, Al! the Depart- 
ments had a right to do, was to make estimates of 
the specific amounts: necessary to carry out the 
provisions of law. Whenever the Executive 
stepped beyond that, he overstepped the duties 
assigned him by the Constitution and the 
laws. His duty is to follow the lead of le- 
gislation, and send us estimates of what is 
necessary to execute the provisions of laws passed 
by Congress, The great fault he found with the 
Executive new was, that, after he sent those esti- 
mates, under existing laws, he dared to tell us not 
to originate any new measures, for fear of exceed- 
ing those estimates. Yon, the representatives of 
the people, do not commente a single new work, 
however mnch the wants and interests of the coun- 
try demand it. It was the business of Congress, 
in the exercise of its consiitutional functions, with- 
out any dictation from the President, to originate 
and pass such measures as were necessary.. Itis 
their duty to see to the sta'e of the Union, and to 
provide for its general welfare. The estimates of 
the Departments should not to be taken upon trust. 
if it had been otherwise, things would be different 
from what they now are. 

Mr. ATHERTON went into a fullexamination 
of the principles of the party opposing th? present 


: i; Administration, identifying that party with the old 
mark of the gentleman fiom North Carolina [Mr. | 


Federal and Hariford Convention party; and made 
a most able vindication of the principles of the pre- 
sent. Administration; [a full report of it wit be 
published hereafter;] but, before concluding, 
yielded the floor to 

Mr. HOWARD, who raid that, with the permis-, 
sion of the gentleman: from New Hampshire, ne 
would move that the committee now rise. 

A division being had on the motion, revulted, 
ayıs 54, noes not counted: there being uo quorum. 

The committee then ro e, and, i 

On motion of Mr. TRIPLETT, 

The House adjourne d, 
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IN SENATE, 
Faray, April 24, 1840. 

Mr. LINN presented petitons and memorials 
of the following character, which were appropri- 
ately referred: 

Memorial of the citizens of Clay county, asking 
for a Superintendency of Indian Affaiis on the 
western frontier of the State of Missouri. 

Petition of the heirs of Joshua Bishop, for horses 
stolen by Indians in 1812 

Evidence in support of claims for depredations 
committed on the property of citizens of Cote Sans 
Dessein. 

Petition of the inhabitants of Calloway county, 


Missouri, asking pay fer horses stolen by the, 


friendly Indians under United States protection. 

Memorial of sundry citizens of Cote San Dessein, 
praying remuneration for Indian depredations. 
ee of John Turner, for horses taken in 

Petition of Francis Roy, Antoine Foy, Jes. 
Reves, and J. P. Donoyler, for Indian cepreda- 
tions. 

Petition of the administrator of J. Cooper. 

David McQuintly, adminis‘rator of Wm. Head, 
praying remuneration for Indian depredations. 

Petition of R. A. and J. G. Heath, for Indian 
depxedations. 

Deposi'ion of Robert Hancock. 

Deposition of Francis Cooper. 


C:aım of Elisha Todd, for property taken by the , 


Sac and Fox Indians in 1814. 


Claim of Jos. Boggs, for property taken by Sac `; 


and Fox Indians in 1814. 

Petition of John O'Bannon, praying remunera- 
tion for Indian depredations. ; 

Petition of David Magill, for property taken by 
Sac and Fox Indians in 1814. 

_ Petition of Joseph Roy, for Indian depreda- 
tions. 

Petition of Jesse Watkins, James Tarner, and 
Benjamin Cotton, for Indian depredations. 

_ Petition of Joshua Freeman, for Indian depreda- 
tions. 
_ Petition of Lewis Bartholet, for Indian depreda- 
tions. . 

_ Petition of Joseph Austin, for Indian depreda- 
tions. 

Claim of Absalom Broom, for property taken by 
Sac and Fox Indians in 1814. 

_ Petition of Thomas Wasson, for Indian depreda- 
tiens. 

f Petition of John P. Roy, for Indian depreda- 
tions. 

_ Petition of Thomas Wood, for Indian depreda- 
nons. 

Petitions of Wm. Monroe and Joseph Wolfskill, 
for losses sustained in the Boonslick settlement by 
the friendly Saes during the war. 

Petition of R. E. Gentry, Wm. Monroe, and 
others, for Indian depredations. 

Petition of Geo. Jackson, for Indian depreda- 
tions. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
Jonathan H. Cobb of Dedham, and Samuel Cobb 
of Needham, Massachusetts, manofacturers of 
sewing silk and other silk goods, requesting Con- 
gress to impose a duty on the importation of foreign 
silk manufactures. 

Mr. B. said that it had been demonstrated by 
experience, that our soil, our climate, and our pure 
and dry atmcsphere, were peculiarly adapted to the 
production of silk. With this experience before our 
eyes, our country presented the strange, he was 
about to say absurd, spectacle of admitting the im- 
portation of foreign silks free of allduty. This was 
done at a time when our revenues were not 
equal to the expenses of the Government; and we 
were actually borrowing money to supply the defi- 
ciency. A new issue ef Treasury notes might have 
been altogether avoided, had we, in time, imposed 
a moderate revenne duty on the importation of this 
article of luxury. Such a duty would have afford. 
ed, and would still afford, incidental enceurage- 
ment to the ‘production of silk—a branch of indus- 
try which was now straggling into existence, not 
only without the aid, bat in direct opposition to the 

existing policy of our laws. 

Fle confessed he could perceive no good reason 


| lized world think of such folly? 
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why arevenue duty should not be imposed upen 
this article at the present sessicn of Congress; 
whilst, as a mere revenue measure, there were 
many good reasons for our immediate action. We 
not only had Jost the amount of revenue which 
would have resulted from a direct duty upon this 
article; but by a construction of the laws, which 
Congress never intended, we had Icst very large 
sums incidentally. 

There could be no policy more wise than that of 
varying our productions. This would essentially 
contribute to check the enormous amount of 
foreign importations under which our country now 
periodically suffered. The memor‘al states, “that 
in the year 1836, it required the whole exports of 
the Unicn, with the exception of cotton, and an 
addition of eight millions in cash, to pay for the 
importation of silk alone.” Was not th’s state- 
ment—which he telieved to be ecrrect, although he 
had not himself recently examised the statistical 


tables—sufficient to carry conviction toevery mind? | 


All the products of agriculture, except cotton, of 
manufactures, and of the fi-heries, which we ex- 
ported, were exhausted in the purchase of foreiga 
silks, and eight millions of dollars were required 
to supply the defficiency ! What would the civi- 
Andas if this 


| were the wisest policy in the world, we continre to 
. throw open our ports to the free importation of 


this article, whilst we are borrowing money to de- 
fray the ordinary expenscs of Government. Be- | 
sides, this can never be regarded as a sectional 
question; because our whole country, North, South, | 


East, and West, is admirably adapied to the pro- i 


duction of this article. 


The imposiion of a revenue duty vpon silk :) 


would be in exact accordance with the letter and | 
spirit of the compromise law. It has expressly 
provided that, in thé contingency of a deficiency 
of revenue before June, 1842, a duty not exceed- 
ing twenty per cent. might te imposed upon silk, 
or any other article not expressly excepted from 
duty by its terms. This contingency had happened. 
Oar revenue was deficient, and why should Con- 
gress not immediately imp:se a duty of twenty per 
cent. on the importation of this artice? So well 
had he been convinced, both of the’ necessity and 
policy of such a measure, that he should have read 
a bill in his place, at the commencement of the 
present session, imposing this duty, could such a 
bill have originated in the Senate, under the Con- 
titution of the United Stat s. 

Before he took his seat, he would make a re- 
mark cn the compromise act of March, 1833, the 
true nature of which, he had reason to believe, 
was much misunderstood throvghout the country. 
It was supposed by many that the enormous im- 
portations of 1839 were mainly produced by the 
reduction of duties under this law. This could not 
have been the case; and these importations must 
mainly be referred to other and much more pow- 
erful causes. 

That act, which was approved on the 21 March, 
1833, by President Jackson, provices that the ex. 
cess of daty above twenty per cent. levied by vir- 
tue of former laws on the importation of fore ga 
goods, shall be gradually reduced until it reaches 
that standard on the 30th June, 1842. One-tenth 
of this excess above twenty per cent. was to be de- 
dacted after the 3ist December, 1833; two-tenths 
af.er the 31st December, 1835; three-tenths after 
the 31st December, 1837; four-tenths after the 21st 
December, 1839; seven-tenths after the 31st De- 
cember, 1841; ard after the 30th June, 1842, the 
duties were to sink to twenty per cent. The ope- 


ration of this act can be best illustrated by present- || 


ing an example. Let us take the article of woclien 
goods. Under pre-existing laws, the duty upon wool- 
lens was generally fifty per ct. This duty was to be 
gradually reduced to twen'y per cent. nader the 
provisions of the compromise. Tre excess then to 


| States had a deep interest. i 
| tute the great articles of our exchanges with France 
` for our cotton, ri¢e, aed tobacco. 


Thus it will be perceived that the actual duty col- 
lected on foreign woollens during the period of the 
vast importations ef 1839, was forty-one dollars for 
every hundred dollars of their valuation. And yet 
the woollen interest has been reprecented, by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. WEBSTER ] not 
now in his place, as one of the most suffering and 
depressed interests of the country. We must seek 
the sources of this suffering and depression in 
causes different from the cempromise law. The 
present duty upon woollen goods is thirty-eight 
dollars for each hundred dollars of their valuation; 
and will thus continue until the 31st December, 
1841. 

Mr. B. said he would make no comments upon 
these facts at present. His sole object now was to 
place the amount of the reduc'ion of duties which 
had hitherto been ma'e under the compromise act, 
clearly before his constituents and the country. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, that he rose to make 
a few remarks, not in answer to the Senator, but 
in reference to the subject of his remarks. He 
had no doubt that silk was an article that ought 
to bear its due share of the duties; but he was ut- 
terly unwilling that it should be selected as a 
peculiar object of burden. It was, indeed, an ar- 
ticle of luxury; but it was one in which the staple 
Silks and wine consti- 


If they should 
be burdened with heavy duties, their importation 


: would be proportionably diminished, and, with that 


be deducted was thirty per cent. One-tenth of this 
excess, or three per cent. was taken off after the 
31st December, 1833, which reduced the duty to 
forty-seven per cent.; another three per cent. was 
taken off afier the 31st December, 1835, which re- 


duced the duty to forty-four per cent.; a third three | 


_ 1837, which reduced the duty to forty-one per cent. l 


per cent. was taken off after the 31st December, 


| the Treasury would permit. 


diminution, there would be a corresponding falling 
off in the exports of our staple articles to France, 
accompanied by heavy loss to that portion of the 
country producing them. France was a country of 
great and growing consumption; and ihe intercourse 
with it ought to be favored, as far as the wants of 
It was not his wish 
to secure any particular preference in favor of 
silk, nor was he willing to make it the subject of un- 
equal burden. It would seem to be the views of some, 
that luxuries ought to be subject to high duties, 
because they were Inxuries’and necessaries—be- 
cause they required protection against foreign 
competition; and thus between them, we are in 
danger of the return of the system of high duties, 
with all i's disasterous consequences. Gentlemen 
ought to be compelled to take cho ce, or abandon 
their ground. Fcr his part, if left to his choice, 
his favorite system would be, \o lay the duties on 
luxuries, to the exclusion of necessaries; but he 
well knew that in this he would have to excoun- 
ter a powerful interest, too powerful probably to be 
overcome; but he must insist that he should not be 
oppesed from the same quarter, with this double 
and contradictory course of argument. 

He hoped that this, and all cther questions con- 
nected with the tariff, would be permitted to rest 
for the present. He was both willing and anxious 
to have the whole subject readjusted at this se:sion, 
tut it seemed to be determine? that it should be 
postponed till the next. He had acquiesced; but 
was unwilling that gentlemen’ should take up fa- 
vorite articles in advance, either to impose orre- 
peal duties. It did not seem to him fair, and 
might embarrass the general acjustment at the 
coming session. 

The memorial was then-referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred the petition of Langtree 
and Jenkins, reported a bill for their retief; which 


was read, and ordered to a second reading, and the ` 


report crdercd to be printed. 

Mr. H. atso, from the same comm'ttee, to which 
was referred the petition cf John Bruce, made an 
adverse report thereon; wh'ch was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the bill 
granting to the State cf Michigan a quantity of 
land, to aid in the construction of a canal around 
the Falls of St. Mary, reported the same, with an 
amendment. 

The resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Waite being taken up, he offered the follow- 
ing as a substitute, which lays ovr: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


directed to lay before the Senate a statement of the 
names of banks in which spec al deposites in specie 
were made to the credit of the Treasurer of the 
United States, in anticipation of receiving therefor 
Treasury notes issued under the acts of 1837, 1838, 
and 1839; and a monthly statement of the amount 
of Treasury notes delivered on account of having 
received ceitificates of such special deposites, spe- 
cifyipg the date and amount of the first of such 
Treasury notes so delivered, with the rates of inte- 
rest of such Treasury notes, and the names of the 
persons or banks to whom the same were 
delivered. Also, a statement cf the amount 
remaining in each of such banks to the said 
Treasurer at the date of the first of such certi- 
ficates issued by such bank. And also, a monthly 
statement of the amount of all other deposites to 
the credit ef said Treasurer, in such banks for 
each month, during the period between the date of 
such first certificate and the date of the payment 
of such Treasury notes. Also, a monthly statement 
ofthe aggregate amount ofdrafis drawn against 
such special or other deposites in each month dur- 
ing such period: stating the transactions with each 
bank ina separate account. And, also copies of 
all correspondence between the Department and 
sach banks, and any person or persons, preceding 
and accompanying the making such special depo- 
sites, as first above named, and relating thereto, or 
the delivery of sach Treasary notes. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the followirg resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
port to the Senate the aggregate amount of all ex- 
penditures or payments of every kind from the 
Treasury in each year, from 1824 to. 1839 inclu- 
sive, in one column; and in another column, for 
each year, the aggregate amount, independent of 
the paymen’‘s on account of the public debt, whether 
funded or unfunded; and in a third column the ag- 
gregate amount for permanent and ordinary pur- 
poses, excluding payments on account, of ob- 
jects either extraordinary or temporary—such 
as the public cebt, trust funds and indem- 
nities, claims of Sates for war delts, or 3 
per cents. on lands sold, cecas’‘onat donz- 
tions in money to objects in the District of Co!um- 
bia or otherwise, survey of the coast, taking the cen- 
sus, duties refunded, the exploring expedition, and 
materials collected for the gradual improvement of 
the navy, durable public buildings of all kinds, 
bridges and fortifications, all roads, canals, break- 
waters and improvements in rivers and harbors, 
arming militia and forts, all pensions except those 
to invalids, and the purchases of title to Jands from 
Indians, the removal of Indians and the wars, with 
such other payments as may have been made in 
those years for property lost or injuries commi'ted 
during any hostilities. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was censidered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on C. mmerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
modifying the laws regulating the drawback ct 
duty upon foreign merchandise imported irt the 
United States, that such goods, transported from 
the Atlantic ports within and through the States, 
and re-exported from any port in the United States, 
situate upon the Upper St. Lawrence and the lakes, 
to any port or p'ace in the British poss‘ssions, up- 
on those waters, shail be entitled to the same privi- 
leges of drawback as similar merchandise re-ex- 
ported from an Atlantic port to a foreign country. 

Mr. WHITE submitted the following resclution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War te directed 
to report whether it is practicable to construct, ata 
small expense, temporary piers for the ce:ommo- 
dation and security of trade and commerce at the 
towns of Racine end Southport, on the western 
shore of Lake Mich‘gan; and, if so, that he submit 
a plan of said works, and the probable cost thereof. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for altering the terms of holding the 
terms of the Federal courts in the Western dis- 
trict of Pennsylvania at Williamsport, was read 
a third time, and passed. l 
_ The bill providirg for the reduction and gradua- 
tion of the price of the public lands, was read a 
third time, and passed by the following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. All n, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grun- 
dy, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Walker, Whiie, Williams, Wright, and 
‘Young—28. ie 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clayton,Crit- 
tenden, Dixon, Knight, Merrick, and Preston—8. 

ORDERS CF THE DAY. 

The following bills were taken up, considered as 
in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading: 

Bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett. 

Bill for the relief of John S. Billings. 

Bill for the relief of Henry Wilson. 

Bill for the relief of Joha Compton, assignee and 
representative of Garrigues Flaujac. 

Biil for the relief of George de Passau, of Louisi- 
ana. 

Bill for the relief of N. G. Hamilton. 

Pill for the relief of Samuel Lord. 

Bill for the relief of Tyler Spafford. 

Bill for the relief of Casser W. Wever. 

Bill for the relief of Mary Neal, widow of Sa- 
muel Neal, deceased. 

Bill for the relief of Jacob Pennell and. others, 
owners of the Eliza, of Brunswick. 

Bill for the relief of Francis A. Harrison. 

Bul for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau. 

Bill for the relief of the legal representative or 

representatives of Pierre Bonhomme. 

Biil for the relief of the legal representatives of 
John Scott. 

Bil granting a pre-emption right to Enoch 
Evans, 

Bill confirming the claim of the heirs of Joseph 
Thompson, deceased, to a tract of Jand in Mis- 
souri. 

Bilt for the relief of Thomas P. Copes. 

Bill for the relief cf Samuel Mackay. 

Bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Aaron Vail, deceased, late consal at L'Orient. 

Bill for the relief of Alfred P. King. 

Bill forthe relief of Henry Lucas. 

Bill granting a pension to Pamela Allen, widow 
of Samuel Allen, a soldier of the Revolution. 

Bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
George Duval, and others. 

Bill for the relief of Jubal B. Hancock. 

Bill for the relief of Charles McKinzie. 

Bill for the relief of James H. Relfe. 

Bill for the relief of ‘Thomas and Ralph Has- 
kins. 

Bill for the relief of Francis Laventure, Ebene- 
zer Childs, and Linus Thompson. 

The further ccnsideration of the following bills 
was indefinitely postponed: 

Bill for the relief of James Tongue, and the ad- 
ministrator of William Hodson. 

Bill for the relief of Zachariah and Robert W. 
Williams. . >; 

The following bills from the House were consi- 
dered as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered 
to a third reading: 

An act for the relief of Richard Booker and 
others. 

An act for the relief of Thomas W. Taylor. 

An act for the relief of Gamaliel E. Smith. 

An act for the relief of John T. Addoms, execu- 
tor of John Addoms. 

An act for the relief of Me'gs D. Benjamin and 
others. 

An act fer the re’ief of William Wickham. 

An act for the relief of George Willis. 

An act for the relief of Robert Milnor and John 
Thompson. 

An act for the relief of Nathan Levy. 

Aa act to authorize James Alexander to relin- 
quish a tract of land, an] to locate other jand in 
lieu thereof, 

An act for the relief cf James Brewer, of Ohio. 

An act for the relief of James L. Cochran. 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of John Grimball, senior. 

The following bills from the House were con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole, and their 
further consideration indefinitely postponed: 
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An act for the relief of Lewis H. Bates and Wil- 
liam Lacon. f -> 
An act for the relief of James W. Osborne. 
An act for the relief of Samuel D. Walker, of 
Baltimore. ‘ : 
An act for the relief of Josias Thompson, Sapet- 
intendent of the Cumberland road between Browns- 
ville and Wheeling. 
An act for the relief of Benjamin C. Roberts. 
An act for the relief of Garret Vleit. 
An act for the relief of James Cox. ~ 
An act for the relief of William Bailey, survivor 
of Bailey and Delord. 
An act for the relief of the owners ef the schooner 
Three Brothers. f 
An act to amend the act entitled “An act for the- 
ae of Chauncey Calhoun,” passed March 3, 
An act for the relief of Zachariah Jellison. 
An act for the relief of John Howe. 
An act for the relief of Nicholas Hedges. 
And then, having disposed of the private bills on 
their calendar, 
The Senate adjourned til! Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
FRIDAY, April 24, 1840. , i 

The SPEAKER announced that the first business in order 
was the resolution reported by the chairman of the Committee 
on the Public Buildings, {Mr. Lincoin,]in relation to procure 
ing a chandelier for the Halls of the House. 
r. PETRIKIN said the chairman of the committee was ab- 
sent, and, if there was any opposition, he would ask the House 
to postpone the consideration ofthe resolution until his return. 
He was not aware that any objection would be made toit. He 
considered it as a matter of economy tv procure a chandelier, 
and also asimportantin regard to the health of members, the 
smoke and carbon generated by candles having a deleterious 
effect. Mr. P. would not wish the motion to postpone to be 
put, unless objection should be made to the consideration of the 
resolution at this time. 
Mr. W. C. JOHNSON said, as one who had Jong been in the 
House, he would not object, and should vote for the chandelier 
to be suspended in the Hall. i 
Mr PETRIKIN would state one thing for the information òf 
the House. The chairman, ifhe were present, could prove that 
a chandelier would be much cheaper than candles. The com- 
mittee were unanimonsin their report as to the fact stated. 
Mr. W. C. JOHNSON would state one fact which came un- 
der hisobservation when he wason the Committee of Accounts. 
Whenever candies were lighted, and but partly burnt, they 
were not again used; and a loss was occasioned thereby almost 
equal to the expense ofa chandelier. 
The question was then taken; and the resolution was adopted. 
The SPHZAKER then called upon the se vera! committees for 
reports; when 
r. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, made unfa- 
vorable reporta on the cases of Matthew J. Keith, James W. 
Anderson, and Joseph P. and Joseph’ W. Johnson; which re- 
ports were ordered to lie on the table. 
Nr. R. from the same committee, reported back to the House, 
without amendment, bill from the Senate entitled “An act for 
the relief of George W. Paschal.” 
Also reported back to the House, without amendment, Senate 
bill entitled “An act for the relief of Charlies M. Keller and 
Henry Stone, and Senate bill entitled “An act for the relief of 
E. W and li. Smith; which were severally committed to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. MALLORY, from the same committee, made an unfa- 
vorable reporton the case of Britton Evans; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. f - 
Mr. BANKS, from the samo committee, made an` unfavora- 
ble report on the case of Wiiliam Jennings, executor of John 8. 
Westwood; which wasordered to lie on the table. ` 
Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
reported a bill to extend certain land districts; which was read 
twice, and committed. . 
On motionof Mr. CORWIN, 
Ordered, That the Committee on the public lands be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the following cases, 
viz: The petitions of Hugh Riddle, of Alexander Grant; of citi- | 
zens of Green county, Ohio, respecting school lands; .of Henry 
Brandenburg; of William Davis, Charles H. Smith, Benjamin 
Pegg, Thomas Richmond, Brice Wilson, and the petition of the 
president and directors of the Portsmouth and Columbus tura- 
pike company of Ohio. and of the State of Ohio, in behalf of 
said company: severally ordered to lie on the table. F 
Mr. REYNOLDS, from the same committee, reported a bill 
‘to amend an act entitled “An act to grant a quantity of land to - 
of aiding in opening 


the Territory of Wiskonsin for the pur, 
ra ichigan with those of 


a canal to connect the waters of Lake 
Rock river,” which bill was read twice. . 
Mr. JACOB TITOMPSON, from the same committee, report- 
ed back to the House, with an amendment, Senate bill enti- 
tled “An actto relinquish to the Siate of Mississippi the two 
er cent. fund accruing by the act ofihe admission of said State 
into the Union;” which wascommitted. : 
Mr. T. from the same committee, reported a bill amendatory - 
to the act entitled “An act to carry into effect in the States of 
Alabama and Mississippi, the existing compacts with those 


States in regard to the five per cent. fund and the school remeri 
ant 


vations,” and for other purposes; which was read twice, 


committed. . 
Mr. T. from the same committee, reported a bill to eras 
certain purchasers of the public lands under the act of the 19 
June, 1334; which was read twice, and committed. ers 
Mr. HUBBARD, from the same committee, reportes pac to 
the House, with an amendment, Senate pill entitle An ac! 
authorizing the President of the United States to cause several 
served lead mines belonging to the United Starei: ae 
States and Territories, to be gold as other public 


kd 
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Aio back to the House, without amendment, Se- 
pate bill, entitled “An act for the relief of William Jones;” 
which bilis were appropriately committed, 

Mr. H. from the same committee, reported a bill for the re- 
Hef of William Leblanc; which was read twice, and com- 


mitted. 

Nr. REYNOLDS, from the same committee, reported back 
to the House, with an amendmen’, Senate bill, entitled “An act 
for creating anew land district in the State of Missouri, and 
and for changing the boundaries of the Southwestern and 
Western land districts in said frates,’”’ the amendment was con- 
curred in, and the bill was committed. 

On motion of Mr. R. 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Public Lands be dis- 
charge? fom she farther consideratio of the petition of inha- 

vitants of Jefferson and Clark counties, in ia i 
dotje onhe tabio. A es, in Indiana, and that it 

r. CR , from the same committee, reported a bill for 
the erection of an adJitiona) land office in the State of Michi- 
gan; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, to which was referred the petitions of certain citi- 
tens of Licking county, Ohio, praying for an increase uf com- 
pensation to the postmaster at Jacksontown, made an adverse 
Teport thereon; which was read, and orderel to lie on the 


e. 

Mr. MARVIN, from the same committee, to which was re- 
fetred the petition of Samuel N. Burnett, made an adverse re- 
port thereon: which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CRANSTON, from the Commities for the District of Co- 
Jumbia, reported a bill to incorporate Washington’s Manual 
Laber School and Male Orphan Asylum Society of the city of 
‘Washington and District of Columbia; 

Algo, à bill granting an appropriation to the Friendship Fire 
Company of Alexandria; ; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the same committee, reported a bill to 
amend an act entitled, “An act to limit the right of appeal from 
tha Circuit Court of the United Statea, in the District of Colum- 

iss” an 

A bill to amend the sixth section of the act of Maryland, 
passed 19th December, 1791, and in force in the county of Wash- 

ington, in the District of Columbia; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, the Committee for the District 
ef Columbia was discharged from the further consideration of 
the memorial of the Marine Fire Insurance Company of Alex- 
andria, and it was committed to the Committee of the Whole on 

se a nets, 

r. C. H. WIL rnm the same committee, reported a 
bill making an appropriation for the Vigilance Fire Company 
of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia; and 

A bill for the relief of the widow and heirs atlaw of the late 
Lewis Grant Davidsen, deceased; which were read twice, and 


onmi JOHNSON, fi ittee, 
r. W.C. 2 , from the same commi reported 
the fellawing resolution: = 

Resolved, That Wednesday and Thursday, the 20th and 2tst 
days oi May, mee apart for for la ao business of the Dis- 

ict Q: um the special order, have precede 
of all other business. se : p = 

Me JOHNSO el for th ‘a, bu 

Mr. NSON cal e yeasand nays, but afterwards 
withdrew his motion. The resolution, therefore, lies over un- 
der the rule. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee ef Claims, to what was 
recommitted the bill for the relief of Generali Duncan L. 
Clinch, reported an amendatory bill; which was committed to 
the Committee of the Whole House, to which is committed the 
bill for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard, and others. 

Mr, CRARY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate bill en- 
entitled “An act toamend an act entitled ‘an act more effectu- 
ally to provide for the punishment ofcertain crimes against the 
United States, and for other purposes;.” which was com- 


itted. 

Mr. C. from the same committee, made an unfavorable re- 

on the memorial of Charles W. Cuttle; which was ordered 

to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, the Committee on the Judiciary 
was discharged from the Paion of Daniel J. Taylor; also, 
from the memorial of N. J. Banton, district attorney for the 
Northern district of New York; which petition and memorial 
‘wore laid on the table. 

Mr. MASON, from the same committee, rej a bill to 
a 

Indiana, and Ilinois; which was read twice, and committed. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, the Committee on the Judiciary 

‘was diacharged from the further consideration of the petition of 

citizens of da for an exemption from taxation during the 

continuance of the present Indian war in that Territory; also, 
from the consideration of the memorial of citizens of the State 
of Ohio, in favor of hoiding a term of the United States Circuit 

Court in Cincinnati; also, from the consideration of the erder of 

the 1&h February, directing the committee to report a bill pro- 

viding for the punishment of public. defaulters; which petition, 
memorial, sad ordef; were laid on the table. 

r. rom the same commi reported the followin 
solutien, which was read, and agresi ie e 
naadh, That the Commitise o0 the, Pablic Lands be in- 

uire into the grounds of the claim of Davis 

Deardorff, of the State of Ohio, to the west half of the south- 
west quarter of section ten, township seven south, of range 
eight, of public lands, lying in the Lima land office district, 
and ascertain whether he purchased, and is entitled, either in 
law or equity, to the same; and, if he did not purchase it, 
whether he was prevented by the misconduct of the officere of 
the land office at Lima, or either of them, and that the com- 
mittee report all the facts and circumstances attending the sale, 
as well of that tract as of the southeast quarter of the same 
section; and whether the purchasers, or either of them, have 
taken possession of the lapd so purchased, and made improve- 
ment thereon. 

Mr. STORRS, from the same committee, reported a bill in 
approval and confirmation of an act of the Territorial Legis- 
lature of the Verrritory of lowa, entitled “An act to incorpo- 
rate the Burlington and Desmoines Tiansportadon Company,” 
accompanied by a report; which bill was read twice, and com- 


Mr. BARNARD, from the same committee, reported a bill 
to public executions; which bill was read twice, and 


pommiued, 


vement the salaries of district jndges in the districtsof Ohio, | 
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On motion of Mr. BARNARD, the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions was discharged from the further consideration 
of the communication of F. J. Betts, clerk a! the district court of 
New York, in relation to filing transcripts of ju Igmentsin the 
Supreme Court of that State, and the communication laid on 
the table. 

Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
which was instructed on the 5th of March last, to make certain 
inquiries in relation to the allowance of claims on the United 
tates for Revolutionary services in the Virginia continental 
line and navy, and whether further provisions be necessary in 
regard to the mode of adjusting said claims, made a report in 
part; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the minority of the Committee on 


Revolutionary Claims, made a report, containing the views of 
the minority of the said committee on the subject-matter of 
the inquiry above referred to; which was also ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. T. trom the same committee, made an unfavorable re- 
port on the petition of John Jackson, of England; which was 
read, and laid on the table f 

Mr. T also, from the same committee, reported a bill for the 
relief of E Pearce and Mary M. ‘Telfair; which was read twice, 
and committed. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the same committee, to which was re- 
ferred the petitions of Robert P. Waller, executor of Thomas 
Griffin, deceased, the petition of the heirs of Captain Siephen 
Merritt, and the petition of Thomas Stratten, made unfavora- 
ble reports thereon; which were read, and severally laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. CRAIG, the Committee on Revolutionary” 
Claims was discharged from the further consideration of the 
petitions of Stephen and Richard Livingston, and Sarah Howe, 
and the petitions were laid on the table. 

Mr. ELY, from the same committee, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs of Maj. John Campbell, deceased; which was 
read twice, and committed. 

Mr. HALL, from the same committee, to which was referred 
the petitions of William McMillan, the heirs of Col. Uriah 
Forrest, the heirsof William Nelson, and the heirs of Colonel 
Burg-es Ball, made unfavorable reports thereon; which were 
severally laid on the tab'e. : 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill authorizing the employment of addi- 
tional clerks, and increase of compensation to messengers 1n 
certain Departmenta; which was read, and committed. - 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, . 

Ordered, That the Committee of Ways ani Means be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the following memo- 
tials, viz: 

From the inhabitants of Stark county, Onio, for a reduction 
of the salary of the President of the United States; from inhabi- 
tants of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Bridgeport, Connecti- 
cut, coach lace makers; from citizens of Apalachicola, in Fio- 
rida, for an appropriation for deepening the port at that city; 
from the Legislature of Iowa, for a survey of lands; and from 
R bert Heyaham, of Philadelphia; and that they be severally 
laid on the table. 

Mr. GRINNELL presented a memorial of pilots and others 
of New York, praying for a repeal ofa law regulating pilots, 
passed on the 3d of arch, 1837; which memorial was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, . , 

Ordered, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petitions of Milledge Gal- 

in and Col. George Fisher, and that they be referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

The House then resolved into Committee of the Whole 
(Mr. Casey in the chair,) and took up the civil and diplo- 
matic bill. E : 

Mr. ATHERTON reanmed his remarks of yesterday, in the 
course of which he alluded to the ground taken by the Opposzi- 
tion in relation tooffice holders. He said, from the remarks of 
some gentlemen of that party, it was evident that they con- 
sidered office holders as a distinct body, entirely separated from 
the people. Now he was surprised to hear such a position as- 
sumed in relation to office ho!ders, who were indirectly ap- 
pointed by the people themselves. Did not the people elect 

the President, to whom belonged the power of appointing to of- 
fice, anf in that way were not the office holders appointed by 
the people, through their President? For his part, he could not 
believe it was a disgrace to any man when he accepted an of- 
fice from a President chosen by the people, and in whom they 
confided that trust. So instead of the office holders being a 
body distinct from the people, they were appdinted and held 
their office through the people. The individuals who held offi- 
cial stations under Government, did not, thereby, as was main- 
tained by some, lose the rights they had before their appoint- 
ment. On the contrary, they stili were a part of the people, 
and it was an insult to the people for gentlemen to contend that 
such was not the case. 

Mr. A. then alluded to the billintroduced by Mr. BELL, pro» 
viding for the freedom of elections, and which provided that 
office holders should not interfere in elections in any way what- 
ever, under very severe penalties. . Here, then, said Mr. A. isa 
bill, which declares that those holding office directly from the 

Je of this country, are nota part of the people. Mr. A. 
went on to comment on the extreme injustice of such a bill, and 
the blow it aimed at the rights of a portion of the people. He 
showed that under the operation of that measure, a man holding 
the smallest office under Government could not write or express 
his opinion on any election before the people, without being sub- 
jected to severe penalties. He asked how such a system would 
work, when, fər instance, there might a contest arise between 
the people and a powerful moneyed corporation? It would be 
very competent and proper for the numerous clerks of such a 
moneyed institution to vote and exercise all the influence they 


| A man might speak with the eloquence of a Cicero, or with 
the forceof a Demesthenes; he might write with a pen that 
would carry conviction to every mind, But notwithstanding 
allthis, his hand must be motionleas, or his tongue silent, for 
the great crime of accepting an office under a Democratic 
Republican Government, an office conferred upon him by a 
President chosen by the People. , , É 

Mr. A. after some futber iliustration, showing the evil ten- 
dency of the bill, read an extract from an address delivered by 
Bancroft of Boston, on the principles ef Democracy. He said 
the gentleman in question was one of those office holders, which 
the billsought to disqualify from speaking or writing; he was 
agentieman of great literary fame, whose history of this coun- 
try alone would immortalize him, and who had the “aucacity”’ 
to deliver a political address at Hartford. He supposed the 
gentleman from Tennessee would contend that this office 
holder, in so doing, was going out of the ordinary walks of life; 
put he (Mr. A) thought otherwise. In his opinion, 80 long as an 
officer did not neglect his duty, it was not goig out of the 
ordinary walks of life to exercise his talents for the good of his 
country. 

Mr N then read a long extract from the address alluded to, 
after which he asked whether gentlemen would wish to dis- 
qualify a man capable of such a composition. ` : 

Mr. A. then adverted to a variety of other subjects, and in the 
course ofhis remarks, said he conceived the great question 
between parties to be the question of responsible, and irrespon- 
sible power. He commented at some Jength on a speech de- 
livered by Mi. BELL, in which the latter had contended that to 
the office holders might be traced the origin of all the evils 
which afflicted the people, and in which he had alluded to the 
people as mere machines. Mr. A. thought that if the gentle- 
man had such an opinion of the mass ofthe people, the wonder 
was, not that he had attempted to deprive those chosen by the 
people of the right to speak, but that he did not go further, and 
deprive the people themselves of that right. Te then alluded 
te the charges brought against the late President Jackson, and 
the present Executive, as holding the doctrine of :eaponsibili- 
ty to the people. He would ask, if the President were not re- 
sponsible to the people, of what use was It for the people to 

| exercise their power of: election? If an officer elected by the 
| people was not responsible to that people, we might just as well 
Rave a monarch or a President for life. 
Mr. A. in thecourse of his speech, alluded to the refusal of 
| General! Harrison and his committee to permit his sentiments to 
! be known. He then proceeded to show that it would be impos- 
! ‘sible for a President to be held responsible to the people, unless 
' his sentiments were known. Not» iths:anding ali that had been 
said of the abstemious qualifications of General Harrison—of 
' his living ou hard cider, &c.—he (Mr. A.) was sure the 
j people would not be deceived by such hurras. The people 
were more intelligent than to fallinto such a trap. They would 
net pay homage to a veiled candidate, lest, when the veil came 
to be removed, they should discover they had been worshipping 
a monster. 

Mr. A. alluded to the speech of Mr, Cusine, on a former ot- 
casion, When that gentleman said that “he thought, through the 
present gloom, he saw the Aurora of a brighter day,” and in 
which he had alluded to the wished for triumph of his party in 
the New England States, as “the star of the t” Mr. A. re- 
minded the gentleman that, on that occasion, he had aleo made 
some predictions in relation to that “star of the East,” and had 

. prophesied that, when the true issue should be made, that star 
would prove an ignis fatuus. He had told the gentleman that 
it was a delusive hope, and that the Democracy of the North 
would, when the proper moment should arrive, rise as one man. 

He thought that recent events should have taught the Whig 

party a little useful experience, but he was sorry to say that 
they had feceived no benefit; nor had they availed themselves 
of the salutary lessons those events were calculated to teach. 
They reminded him of what Napoleon said of the Bourbons: 
“that, amidst all their vicissitudes, they had learnt nothing, and 
had forgotten nothing.” So it was with the Opposition. Recent 
events had taught them nothing, and,with a strange infatuation, 
they were raising a fabric, whose dome they Imagined would 
reach to heaven. But, amidst all this delusion, the people 
were looking quietly on, awaiting, in calm confidence, unti 
their hour for exertion should arrive. And he would tell the 
gentleman that, when that hour did arrive, the people would 
arise and gloriously vindicate their rights. They would write 
in CAPITALS oF FIRE the noble truth, that man is capable of self- 
government. Yes, they would rise in their might, and, in amo- 
ment, scatter to the winds an unholy, a disjointed, and corrupt 
Confederacy. 


Mr. MASON went in‘o an examination of the course of de- 
bate by the friends of the Administration. He said he saw in 
that course a concerted plan on their part to revive old party 
distinctions, and to identify the opponents of the present Admi- 
nistration with the old Federal party. He considered it highly 
unpatriotic and illiberal. He endeavored to prove that that 
party lost its political organization at the conclusion of the war; 
that the parties as they were at that time organized, resolved 
themselves into their original elements. He then read the letter 
of General Jackson to President Monroe, in which he recom- 
mended that his appointments should be made without distinc- 
tion of party. He commented upon that letter, and commended 
it as highly patriotic, The policy of confining Executive ap: 
pointments to a particular party, robbed the country of the ser- 
vices of valuable men. General. Jackson hadinvited that party 
to his support; and after his election to the Presidency, took care 
of them, by liberally bestowing offices upon them. His prin- 
cipal advisers at one time were of that party; but the party 
now, with the Globe at their head, were touting and denouncing 
the Whigs as Federalists. They now repudiated this doctrine 
and condemned this practice of President Jackson. His great 
objection to the Administration party was, that they preached 
Democracy and denied the practice. They shouted the-hero of 


might possess. But at the very same time, the numerous body Orleans, and denounced his precepts. Fe adverted to the Sub- 
of clerke and other office holders throughout the country, in Treasury, and denounced it, contending that it would operate 
theemploy of Government, could not even open their mouths, injuriously te the interests of the country; he sai tha 
much leesto vote, insuchacontest. Noon -wouldattempttode- |! although it was not passed into a law, that it had 


prive the numerous officers of a great moneyed institution from 
voting or taking any part in politica they chose. But the office hold- 
ersappointed by the people: through their President, must be dis- 

raced, disfranchised, and deprived of the-inestimable rights of 
reemen. Yes, gentlemen of the Opposition would make it ap- 
pear that it was a deep disgrace for a man to receive office from 
a President chosen by the people. According to their doctrine, 
the moment a man ted office, that moment he lest the 
rights of a citizen, that moment he was disqualified, and the 
broad mark of disgraee branded upon his forehead. 


been in practical operation for three years. 


Heconiplained of and censured the course of Mr. Bancroft, 
the officer at the customs at Boston, who it seemed had spoken 
to influence the elections at Massachusetts; and had aleo writ 
ten a certain treatise on Democratic principles, which had been 
commended by the gentleman from New Hampshire, (Mr. 
ATHERTON.] Mr.M. was understood to condemn it as an un- 
warrantable interference of an office holder to influence the 
elections. He spoke generally of such influence, and of the 
billjof the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. BELL] to prevent tha 


interferenes. He thought, if the justification in the argument of 
of the gentlemen from New Hampshire (Mr. Arazrton) should 


obtain, and becomea settled principle, that the passage ofsuch | 


wbi!l would become necessary. In speaking of the responsibi' ity 
of the President, he said that officer was not responsible to the 
people; but was amenable to the House as the grand inquest 
ofthe nation. The oniy power which the peopie had was to 
refuse tore-slect. He went mt'an argument to show that the 
Federal oifice holders should not interfere in the elections; be- 
cause they were not responsible tothe people, but to the 
source from which they derived their appointment. He then 
spoke of the banking system, and the favorable condition of the 
source under the Bank of the United States. 

Mr. MORGAN obtatoedthe floor, and spoke at some length, 
for the purpose of identifying the old Federal part of New 
York with the present Administrauon, and cont that Gen. 
Jackson bad made sume of his most prominent appointments 
from: that party. He was understood to say that such was the 
Federalism of the party, at the head of which Martin Van Bu- 
ren stood in ISA, that a large number of the most ultra anti-war 
and Federal party came out with a manifesto and joined with 
Mr. Van Bureo. He believed they were then called the forty 
thieves, among which waa William Price, who latel tefi this 
country a defaulter, and who was mill an adherent of the pre» 
vem Administration. : : 

Mr. JONES of New York rose and asked his colleague if he 
waa quite certain that William Price waa one of the Federal 
highmninded men thatcame over to the Republican party in 
18%, remarking tha: he heid ia his hand the ancient manitesto 
published in that year, but he was unable to find in the list of 


the signera the name of William Price, and added, that he knew ` 
of But dne otit of the fory Federal gentlemen who is nowa |. 


friend of this Acminietration. 


Mr. MORGAN resumed, and ñiade some remarks on various | 


other topics, particalarly the expenses of Government, and the 
principles of Mr. Van Buren as compared with Gen. Harrison. 

Mr. RARIDEN replied to the arguments on the several topics 
which had been indu!ged in, in the discussion on this bill. He 
went into an examination of the causes ofthe defeat of the Cum- 
berland road bill, and endeavored to prove that the ibility 
of the defeat rested with the Administration. He said that ifit 
had been an Administration measure, it would have passed; 
from which he inferred that the Executive was opposed to the 
road. Mr. R. examined the claims of General Harrison to the 
Presidency, and was understood to argue that he was 
of such principles as would bring into the Treasury ofthe na- 
tion means adequate to construct objects of internal improve- 
ment, particularly the Camberiand road. 

Mr. CLIFFORD obtained the floor. He did not know the 
intention of the committee in relation to the action on the bill; 
but it was his wish to make some remarks upon it. It was 
past ten o'clock; and— 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts hoped the gentleman 
would give way for a motion for the committee to rise; and 
Mr. Ciirrorp having yielded, Mr. CaLHoun made that motion. 

Mr. PROFFIT objected. He wished to speak, and was 


willing to proceed, late as the hour was. 
Tellere 


being demanded on the motion, Messrs. Ramsey and `; 
Gropunes were appointed such, who reported, ayes 27, noes _ 


71: no quorum voting. 


The committee rose, and ity chairman reported that fact to 


the House; an 

After some remarks from Mr. EVANS, going to show that it 
would be impossible to get the bill out of committee that night, 
he moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia demanded the yeas and s; which 
were ordered, and were, yeas 43, nays 88. So tbe House re- 
fased to adjourn. 

The House then resolved itselfinto Committee of the Whole, 
(Mr. Casey in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. CLIFFORD then took the floor, and spoke at great length. 
In the course of bis remarks, he read a number of extracts 
from various papere, to prove that whatever might bave been 
the change of name, or course of action,the principles of the 
tw > great parties remain the same. 
wee then went on at some length to define the principles 

ic! 
old Federal and present Whig party were influenced. 

He adverted to the tariff question, the public lands, a Na- 
tional Bank, and other important subjects over which the line 
of demarcation was drawn between the two parties. He then 
‘went on to show what were the viewa of General Harrison on 
these subjects, and that in case of his election, it must be ex- 
pected that he would favor a high tariff, a National Bank, and 


the appropriation of the public money for internal improve- | 


ments. Nothing else could be expected from his past course, 


which was the only, and perhaps the best, criterion for judg- ; 
ing. But if the friends of Harrison thought otherwiee, why : 


did they not come at once to the issue, and give a direct answer 


te the questions? If the hero himself was not permitted to | 


speak, why did not his friends speak for him? But experience 


were askelif their candidate was in favor of a National 
Bank, they wouid answer, “hard cider.” 
desired to state what were hie views in relation to the ta- 
es ey was raised about “log cabin” and the “poor man’s 


Mr. C. then west on to esy that the working classes had 
more intelligence than to be duped by such shallow trickery; 
that they would hold nocandidate as their friend, who steadily 
refused to let them know what his opinions were on subjects to 
them of the highest importance. 

Mr. DILLET obtaine:! the floor, and moved that the commit 
tee rise; which question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. Paznriss 
and Crass acting as such.) Result, ayes 41, noes 49—no 
quorum voting. 


The committee rose, and its chairman reported that fact to | 


the House—it being now half. 1 o’clock. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved a call of the House. 

Mc. HOFFMAN moved that the House adjourn; and 

The yeas and nays having been demanded, were ordered, and 
were—-yeas 53, pays53, 

The SPEAKER voted in the affirmative; and 

The House accordingly, at 12 o'clock, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
ATURDAY, April 26, 1840. 

Mr. JENIFER raid that, a few days ago, Executive docu- 
mente on the subject of tobacco had been sent to the House, in 
reply to the resolution of the Sthof March, Instead of moving 


verned the Democratic party, and those by which the ; 


If they were i 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


that the whole of them be printed, he had been instructed Uy the 
Belect Committee on Tobacco to ask leave to have such extracts 
printed as they might think proper. 

Which leave waa granted. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first business in order 
was the cousiderati-n of the motion made yesierday by Mr. 
Cras, to print ten thousand extra copies uf the report of the 
majority aud minority of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, in relation to Virginia Revolutionary claims. 

Mr. BANKS moved that five thousand, instead of ten thou- 
sand, be printed. 

Me. GARLAND of Virginia moved that two thousand be 

tinted. 
j And the several questiuas having been taken, two thousand 
extra copies of the said reports were ordered to te printed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked leave to submit a report from the 
Commitee on the Public Buildings, and said it was a matter of 
great importance. i 

Mr. CARR objected, and hoped that committees would make 
their re orein regular order. j 

The SPEAKER then called upon the several committees for 
reparts, when 

r. CASEY, from the Committee on Private Land Claime, 
reported Renate bill, No. 64, for the relief of Joseph Campan, ` 
without amendment, Also, Senate bill, No. 80, entitled “An 
act for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, and John Hill, Eliza- 
beth Hill, and Samuet Hill, children and minor heirs at law of 
Samuel! Mill, decease,” was reported without amendment; 
which were committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. E. D. WHITE, from the same committee, reported Se- 
nate bill, No. 47, entitled “Anact to authorize the issuing of a 
patent to the heirs or legal representatives of Francis Roward, 
deceased,” withcul amendment; which was committed to the 
Committee of the Whole. . 

Nr. HASTINGS of Massachueetts, from the same committee, 
reported a bill forthe relief of William Trask, accompanied by 
a report; aiso, a bill for the relief of Robert Casey, of the State 
of New York, accompanied by a report; which bills were read 
twice, and committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DILLET, from the same committee, made adverse re- 
ports en the memorial of Jesse H. Willis, Tepresentative of 
James Minnie; also, on the petition of Charles Morgan, assignee 
of Perruquier; which were laid upon the table. 

Mr. D. also reported a bill fur the retief of James Shields, 
accompanied by a report; anda report on the memorial of Jo- 
seph Young, accornpanied by a bill for the relief of John Pratt, 
or his legal representatives; which were severally 1ead twice, 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. DILLET, the Committee on Private Land 
Claims was discharged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition of Ephraim Beaseley, and it was referred to the committee 
ot Invalid Pensions. Also, from the cases of John B. Wilson, 
James Roan, and B. M. Duncan, and from the memorial of the 
Legislature of Florida, in relation to pre-emptons; which were 
Jail upon the table. : 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on manufactures, reported 
a bill to authorize the importation, free of duty, of the iron ma- 
terials for certain iron vessels; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole. 

On. motion of Mr. ADAM! 

Ordered, That the Committee on Manufactures be dis- 
charged from the memorials of citizens of Ciaremont, Gilsum, 
Acworth, and Croydon, in New Hampehire, respecting frauds 
in the importation of woollen goods, and that they be commit- 
ted to the Committee of the Whole. Also, fromthe petitions of 
citizens of Green county and Monroe county, in the State of 
New York, respecting the epirit ration in the army and navy, 
and that they be referred to the Committee on Naval and Mili- 
tary Affairs. Also, from the petition of inhabitants of Alton, in 
Maseachusetta, for a repeal of the duty on foreign spirits, and 
that it be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. Aleo, 
from the petition of citizens ofthe United States for a duty on 
imported silks, and from the petition of umbrella makers in the 
city of New York, and that said petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee ot the Whole. Also, from the petitions ofthe manufactu- 
rers of starch in the cities of Philadelphia and New York, 
Also, from the petition of cigar manufecturere in Providence, 
Rhode Island, and that it lie on the table. —7 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
a joint resolution to authorize the Secretary of War to coni. 
nue certain clerks employed in the Office of the Commissioner 


| of Indian Affairs; which was read twice by its title. 


Mr. B. stated that the committee had had under consideration 
the mesage of the President and the accompanying statement, 
which had satisfied them that it was necessary to continue the 
employment of these clerks, (two in number;} and, as the law 
under which they were employed would expire in a few daye, 
he hoped that the House would act now on the resolution, and, 
if necessary, go into committee. 

In answer to an inquiry, the SPEAKER declared that the 
resolntion must be committed, unless, by general consent, the 


h i id di ith its commit 
proved that such was a vain expectation, for when they ;| House would dispense with its c mope 


‘And'the House having, by general consent, agreed to do 50, 
the resolution, having been ordered to a third reading, was 
a third time, and H $ í 

Mr. CROSS, irom the same committee, reported a bill to 
provide for running the northern boundary line of the tract of 
jand reserved for the use of the half-breeds of the Sac and Fox 
tribe of Indians, which was re:d twice, and committed to the 
Commitee of the Whole. 

Mr. JOHN W. ALLEN, from the Committee on Military 
Affaire, reported a bill for the benefit of John W. Hall, accom- 
panied by a report; which bill was read twice, and committed 
to the Committee ofthe Whole. : 

Mr. POPE, from the Committee on the Territories, reported 


! the following resolution, viz: 


Resolved, That the 27th and 28th days of May next be set 
apart tor the consideration of Territori business. 
Two-thirds not voting therefor, it was consequently rejected. 


Mr. TALIAFERRO, ftom the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, reported the following bills, viz: 

‘A bill for the relief of Charles Fitzgerald, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Wilson; 

‘a bill for the relief of Mary McCurdy; 

A bill for the relief of Job Hawkins; 

‘A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Graham; 

‘A bill for the relief of Capt. Presley Gray; 

A bill for the relief of Eleanor Clark; 

A bili for the relief of William Fitzgerald; 

A bill for the relief of Colson Evans; 


$57 


accompanied by a Teport Inoachi cass which bills were reed 
twice, and committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. T. from the same committee, also reported thatthe oom- 
mittee had examined the petitions ofthe undermentioned pee- 
eons, and, as nuneof them aresustained by requisite evidence, 
the committee recommend their rejection, vig: Nancy More- 
field, Julia S. Hortun, Ebenezer Storer, Lydia Steele, Eunice 
Everson, John Groves, Juha F Empie, Conrad Wats, John 
Hoover, Jasob Nugent, Samuel Hun, Anne Royal, Joseph 
West, John Weedon, Susan Rodgera, Oliver Whaley, James 
W. Lytell, Thomas Fulton, Ansies Dabott, Mary E. Camey, 
Lucretia Brown, Phineas Allen, William Faris, Anne Huffer- 
man, Edward Chamberlain, Sarah Lestie, James Barrett, Nan- 
cy Ya Levan, Ann Ball, Catharine Ansant, Luey In- 
galls, and Daniel Harris. 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, 

_ Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions be 
diecharged from the petition of Ebenezer Stetson, and that it 
be referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. T. reported back to the House Senate bill No. 113, enti- 
ted “An act for the r lief of Samuel Crapin,” without amend- 
men; which was.committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. T. also reported a joint resolution for the benefitof cer- 
tain widows of Revolutionary soldiers; which being read the 
second time, Mr, T. moved that the bill be passed to its third 


Treading. 

_ Mr. 5, W. JONES hoped that it would not be forced through 
in this hasty manner. It was due to the House that an oppor- 
unity should be afforded to examine into the existing lews, as it 
would require five or six millions of dollars to satisfy those in- 
tended to be provided for by thie bill. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO said it was entirely in his power to ob- 
viate all objections. 

Mc. CRAIG remarked that he would show the operation of 
this bill, and would state a case. 

Mr. STANLY objected, and 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, the bill was committed to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HAND, from the rame committee, reported 

A bill for the relief of John Keith; 

A bill for the relief of George M. Bedinger; 

A bill for the relief of Betsey Ingalls; 
which were severally real, and committed to the Committee of 
the Whole. : 

Mr. Ii. also made adverse reports in the cases of Sarah 
Chase, Robert Brownfield, Joel Leftwich, Isaac McHenry, and 
James B. Rice; which were laid on the table. 

Mr. H. moved that the committee be discharged from the 
consideration of the case of Hugh Mallory, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions; which was agreed 


to. 

Also, the same motion in the caseof John W. W. Godbold, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; 
which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. STEENROD, . 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, to 
which was referred the petition of Moses Wright, be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensione. 

Mr. CARR, from the same committee, made the following 


report: i 
& bil! for the relief of Mary Campbell, widow of J. Camp- 


ll; 

A bill for the relief of Francis Greene of Kentucky, widow of 
Robert Green; 

A bill for the reliefof Mary Wolfe of Pennaylvania, widow of 
John Wolfe; 
Which were read twice, ani committed to the Committee of the 

ole. 

Mr. C. made adverse reports on the following cases, vis: 

Esther Culver, former widow of Moses Jones; 

Margaret Hendrickson, widow of John Hendrickson; 

Eleanor Wiggens, widow of William Wiggens; 

Lewis Quick; 

James Quackenbush; 

Susan Patton, widow of William Patton; 

Barah Crawford, widow of Crawford; 

Simon 8. Murrill, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 


ons; 

Park Holland, asking increase of pension; and 

Sylva Bond: no © to sustain the claim. 

A joint resolution having been reported for the benefit of cer- 
tain widows of Revolutionary soldierr, the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petitions of John Pratt and others, of Massachuset! 
Stephen Taylor, and others, of the same State, and Elisha Mail 
and others, of New York; and they were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. C. also made an adverse report on the case of Griswold 
Every; andthe tommittee was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Ankey Gudsey. 

Mr. C. reported a bill to extend the provisions of an act enti- 
tled “An act supplementary to the act for the relief of certain 
surviving officers and soldiers of the Revolution,” approved the 
7th June, 1832; which, on his motion, wae referred tothe Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. EDWARD DAVIEE, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the benefit of the heirs of Seth Chapin. 

Aleo, a bill for the relief of Eppe Van Nese. 

Which were severally read twice, and referred to the Com. 
mittee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIES, . 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of George Purcell, be dis- 
charged from the further consideration’ thereof, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BAMUEL W. MORRIS, from the Committes on Invalid 
Pensions made unfavorable reports on the petitions of Dr. R. 
R. G. Lee, and Francis L. Pratt; which were read, and laid on 

e table. 

Mr. RANDALL, from the eame committee, reported a bill 
granting a pension to George Hemstrong; also, a bill granting a 

ension to James Wright, jr ; also, a bill granting a pension to 
ohn W. Cox; which were severally read twice, and committed 
to the Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. STRONG, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions was discharged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tittona of Shirley Killogg, Joseph Davis, John Keilen er, Samuel 

kJ 
Griffith, James H. Caustin, administrator o: ospi i ain Job 
table. 


si 


Joseph Coberly, and the legal representatives of 
Jordan, deceased; and the petitions were laid on the 


r WADDY THOMPSON, from the Committee on Milita- 
ry Affairs, reported back Senate bill No. 207, entitled “An act to 
authorize the President of the United States to raise one thon- 
sand five hundred men to serve against the Florida Indians,” 
without amendment; which was committed to the Committee 


of the Whole. A g 

Mr. T. from the sama committee, to which was referred the 
memerial of citizens of the Territory of lowa, praying to be 
supplied with arms, made an unfavorable report thereon; which 
was read, and laid on the table. ; 

Mr. T. also reported the following resolutions, which were 
ommitted to the Committee of the Whole: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to have 
constructed a bomb cannon upon the principle of Mr. John W. 
Cochran’s invention, capable of carrying a sixty-four pound 
ball, or shells of eight inches, under the direction and supervi- 
sicn of Mr. Cochran; and that $10,000 be appropriated for that 

` purpose; and also to defray the expenses of a full experiment of 
‘the gaid cannon, under the subervision of board of officers of 
the army and navy, to be appointed by the Secretaries ef War 
and of the Navy. , 

Resolved, That €2,000 be appropriated for the purchase of 
the bomb cannon of John W. Cochran by the Secretary of War 
if the resalt of the experiment be favorable. 

Mr. GRINNEL, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the memorial of Ann Mix, made a report 
thereon, accompanied by a bill, to enable the Secretary of the 


Navy to purchase from the widow of the late Capt. M. P. Mix, 


the right of using a patent machine on board ships of war, or 
other public vessels: which bill was read twice and committed 
tothe Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. FLETCHER, from the Committee on Patents, reported ` 


abill forthe further promotion of the arts; which was read 
twice, and commited to the Committee of the Whole. 

Oa motion of Mr. FLETCHER, the Committee on Patents 
was discharged from the further considerationof the petitions 
of Chauncey Hall, Henry M. Shreve, Seth Chase, and‘Henry 
Wyman, administrator of Ezra Slifer; which petitions were laid 
on the table. i i 

Mr. F. reported back Senate bill No. 160, entitled “An act for 
the relief of Hazard Knowles,” wi thout amendment; which was 
committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, from the Committee on the Public Buildings 
and Grounds, made a report on the petition of Masterton aud 
Bmith, accompanied by a joint resolution for their relief. 

Mr. P. asked the indulgence of the House to have ıt read the 
third time, and passed. 7 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired whether any. security had been 
given for the performance of the contract. 

r. PETRIKIN said that ten per cent, of the money had been 


The resolution being engrossed, was then read the third time 


The hour of one having arrived, 
The SPEAKER announced the special order of the day. 
; GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the House resolved it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Casey of Illinoisin the chair,) on the bill making appro- 

i for the civil and diplomatic expers s of the Govern- 
ment for the year 1810. i , 

Mc, DILLETT was entitled to the floor, but yielded it to en- 


able : 

Mr. MORGAN to make a personal explanation. , 

Mr. DILLETT then addressed the committee at great length, 
in a critical examination of the benefits of the Sub-Treasury 
scheme. 
Government, for additiowal officers, than was apparent upon 
the face of the bill; and that there were sufficient officers now 
Lie thought the Treasury, as at present 

ized, was abundantly adequate to collect and disburse the 
revenues: that this bill was unnecessary, on the ground that 
to put away, or to take care of: that the de- 


sources it had on hand to megt said demands. Even if the bill 
pasead,it was nothing more than theTreasu of the United States 
atlast. That the Treasury, as now organized, was under the con- 
trol of law; but the Sub- Treasury bili,though it may be guarded 
in its provisiens, would be in effect placing under the control 
ofthe President of the United States the treasure of the nation, 
on the ground that he would have the appointmentof the offi- 
cere to carry out the system. It wasa proposition, he said, to 
make a bankrupt Treasury an independent Treasury. He also 
contended that the treasure of the nation was under the contro} 


He contended that it would be more expensive to the. 


vernment were always in advance of the re- | 


oflaw when in the Bank of the United States, but since that | 


time it was not. So soon as the bill passed, it would place an 


additional. value on specie, and to,that degree tend to depreciate | 
in the same degree, derange the currency >; 


paper; and would, 
and prove detrimental to commerce. He also contended that the 
syatem would prove impracticable, had not the Treasury Note 
bill been passed—that the Government could not be carried on 
s months under that system, without the aid cf the Treasury 

ote bill. : 

Mr. D. then went into an historical examination of the condi- 
tian of the currency under the Bank of the United States; con- 


tending that it was better regulated under that institution than - 


any other system; that ihe exchanges were more equal. The 
currency- was more uniform and valuable when that inatitution 
wad iù existence; because the Siate institutions were compelled 
to be limited to a proper issue; that they- were restricted to the 
issue of a limited: proportion of notes to the specie in their 
vaults. TheState banks then had somebody to settle up their 
accounts for them, Yes, ít was this “monster”? that prevented 
the Democratic institutions from running the country into ruin. 
It prevented these State institutions from depreciating the cur- 


rency of the States. Mr. D. then went into a long argument to | 


ptove the beneficial effects of a Bank of the United States and 
tg constitutiouality. : 

Mr. D. continued his remarks till past 4 o’cleck, when he 
gave way to . 

Mr. UNDERWOUD, who moved that the committee rise, 


aed the question being put, there were—ayes 49, nays 40; no | 


quorum voting. 


The eommitiee rose, and the chairman reported that fact to | 


e House. 3 

Mr. UNDERWOOD inquired of the Cua whether he could 
make a raport from the Select Coiminittee un the Rencontre. 

The CHAIR said if there was no objection, the report would 
bé received, i 
Mr, PETRIKIN chiccted. 


qr was an irregular way of doing 
businene. ea 


| 
i 
li 
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Mr. McKAY moved a call of the House; upon which the yeas 
and nays having been ordered, were—yeas 58,nays38. 

The call having been proceeded in jor @ short time, it was 
then, by universal consent, dispensed with; when , 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Select Committee appointed 
to report the facts of the unpleasant rencontre between Messrs. 
Bynum and GARLAND of Louisiana, made a report containing 
a statement of facts, based on the written testimony of anum- 
ber of witnesses; which testimony accompanied the report. 
The committee recommended no resolution, nor did they ac- 
company the narrative with a single remark, conceiving it their 
duty to confine themselves to a naked statement of the facts as 
they occurred. It will be published hereafter. 

he report having been read, : 

On motion of Mr. BUTLER of Ky. the report and testimony 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EVERETT moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 54, nays 41. 

So the House, at 44 0’clock, adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, April 27, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted the following message from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith a report and accompanying documents 
from the Secretary of War, which furnish the information in 
relation to that portion of the defences of the country entrusted 
tothe charge and direction of the Department of War, called 
for by the resolution of the Senate of the 2d of March, 1839. 


i M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington City, April 4, 18410. 

Also, a message of the President, transmitting a report from 
the Postmaster General, in further compliance with the resolu- 
tion of the Senate of December 30, 1839; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. . 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Michigan, praying the passage of a general bankrupt law; 
which was ordered to lie onthe table. __ 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the petition and papers of Hul- 
dah Tucker were taken from the files and referred to the Cem- 
mittee on Pensions. A 

Mr. FULTON presented the memorial of Charles Gordon; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, to which was referred the petition of Stokes and 
Purdom, made an adverse report thereon; which was ordered 
to be printed. i , 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
was referred z 

The memorial of John Martin; 

The memorial of Martin Burk; 

The memorial of Stephen Dunham; 

Made adverse reports thereon; which were ordered to be 

rinted. 

j Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, to which was 
referred the memorial of Benjamin French, made an adverse 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

r. PRENTISS, from the Committee on the Pablic Lands, 
to which was referred the memorial of the citizens of fractional 
township 34 of Will county, Illinois, in the State of Ilinois, 
aaked to be discharged fromits further consideration, aad that 
it be laid on the table; which was agreed to. 

Mr. P. also, from the Committee on Pensions, reported a bill 
granting a pension to Molly Willey; which was read, and order- 


ed toa second reading. 
; BILLS PASSED. 
bills were taken up on their third reading, 


The following 
and passed, and sent to the House for concur- 


read a third time, 


renee: ; 
Bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett. 
Bit for the relief of John 8. Billings. 
Bill for the relief of Henry Wilson. ; 
Bill for the relief of John Compton, assignee and represen- 
tative of Garrigues Flavjac. 
Bill for the relief of George de Passau, of Louisiana. 
Bill for the relief of N. G. Hamilton. 
Bill for the relief of Samuel Lord. 
Bill for the relief of Tyler Spafford. 
Bill fur the relief of Casper W. Wever. 
Bill for the relief of Mary Neal, widow of Samuel Neal, de- 


ceased. 

Bill forthe relief of Jacob Pennell and others, owners of the 
Eliza, of Brunswick. 

Bill for the relief of Francis A. Harrison. 

Bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau. 

Bill for the relief of the legal representative or representa- 

ives of of Pierre Bonhomme. 

Bill for the relief of the legal representatives of John Scott. 

Bill granting a pre-emption right to Enoch Evans. 

Bill confirming the claim of the heirs of Joseph Thompeon, 
deceased, to a tract of land in Missonri. 

Bill for the relief of Thomas P. Copes. 

Bill for the relief of Samuel Mackay. 

Bill for the relief of the {legal representatives of Aaron Vail, 
deceased, late consul at L’Orient. y 

Bill for the relief of Alfred P. King. 

Bill fər the relief of Henry Lucas. 

Bill granting a pension to Pamela Allen, widow of Samuel 
Allen, a soldier of the Revolution. 

_ Bill for the relief the legal representatives of George Duval, 
and others. 

Bill for the relief of Jubal B. Hancock. 

Bili for the relief of Charles McKinzie. 

Bill for the reliefof James H. Relfe. 

Bill for the reliefof Thomas and Ralph Haskins. 

Bill for the relief of F.ancis Laventure, Ebenezer Childs, and 
Linus Thompson. 

Bill to amend the act entitled “An act to amend an act enti- 
tled ‘An act for laying off the towns of Fort Madison and Bur- 
lington, in the county of Des Moines, and the towns of Belle- 
view, Dubuque, and Peru, inthe county of Dubuque, Territory 
of Wiskonsin, and fer other purposes.’ ” 

The following bills which have passed the House, were taken 
up ontheir third reading, read a third time, and finally passed: 

Anact for the reliefof Richard Booker and others. 

An act for the relief of Thomas W. Taylor. 

An act for the relief of Gamaliel E, Smith. 


jy it was act Mr, G’a fault, Such an impression did exist, 


An act for the relief of John T. Addoms, executor of John 
Addoms. i as 

An act for the reliefof Meigs D Benjamin and others, 

‘Anact for the relief of William Wickham. i 

An act for the relief of George Willis. 

An act for the relief of Robert Milnor and John Thompson. 

‘An act for the relief of Nathan Levy. ee 

‘An act to authorize James ‘Alexander to relinquish a tract of 
land, and to losate other land in lieu thereof. — 

‘Anact for the relief of James Brewer, of Ohio. 

‘An act for the relief of James L. Cochran. . 

‘An act for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 


The bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, jt. was taken 
up, with the report of the Committee on Claims, recommend- 
ing its indefinite postponement, and, after an animated discus- 
sion, in which Mesers. HUBBARD and TAPPAN opposed the 
bill, and Messrs. y j 
and DIXON advocated its passage, it was indefinitely postpon 
—yeas 23, nays 11, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, 
Strange, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wright, and Young—23. 

NAYs—Messrs. Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Henderson, 
Knight, Merrick, Porter, Preston, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
and White—II. , 

The bill forthe relief of John Underwood was also indefi- 
nitely postponed. : f 

The Senate then went into Executive session, and afterwards 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Nonpay, April 27, 1840. 

The journal having b<enread, 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina rose and asked leave to 
make a statement relative to a matter personal to himself. 

No objection being made, 

Mr. CAMPBELL referred to a part of Mr. Jenrrer’s lately 
published speech relative to proceedings in the Committee of 
Elections, and read a clause to which the report stated that Mr. 
J. had asked an answer to some inquiry put by him to Mr. Cc. 
“without equivocation.’” 

If such aterm had been used by the gentleman when speak- 
ing, it had escaped the ear of Mr. C.; and when he had readit 
in the report, he had had an explanation with the gentleman 
from Maryland, which he was happy to say was of a character 
entirely eatistactory. He disclaimed every thing like inten- 
tional ambiguity in his language on that and on all occasions. 

Mr. JENIFER said the etatement now given by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina was correct, Such an explanation 
had taken place, and it was entitely satisfactory on both sides. 
In preparing the report of that speech, Mr. J. had made use, in 
part, of the notes of the Reporter, and in part of his own; and, 
on consulting the notes, he found that the word “quibble”? weas 
there written, and not the word equivocation. Whichever 
word he had actually employed, he had not meant it in any 
personal or offensive sense. 


THE PRIVILEGE REPORT. 

The SPEAKER announced the report of the Select Commit- 
tee on the difficulty which had occurred between Messrs. By. 
num and GARLAND to be the business first in order. 

Mr. BRIGGS stated to the Cuam that, although the repor and 
the documents accompanying it had been ordered to be pr nted 
he did not find it on the tables of members; and, on inquiry, bad 
ascertained that it had not been sent to the Printer; why, he did 
not know, and wished to understand. 

Mr. CAMPBELL then asked permission to say a word in 
relation to the report made on Saturday, on the subject of the 
recent unpleasant affair which had taken place in the House 
between Messrs, Bynum and Rick GARLAND. He said it 
would be recollected that the vote on the motion to print the 
report and testimony, was taken just as the House was on 
point of adjournment, and that the motion was agreed to, ina 

reat measuro, sub gilentio, As for himself, he believed he 

id not vote, except in that way. Now, upon reflection, he 
was convinced that no benefit could accrue from the printin 
of that report, nor would it reflect any credit on the House. f 
the House had felt disposed to punish for contempt, it ap- 
peared to him that it should have been done upon the spot, as 
was the practice in our courts of justice. With these views, 
if it was In order, he would move a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the report and accompanying testimony had been or- 
dered to be printed. . 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped the motion would not prevail; many 
false, imperfect, garbled. accounts of the occurrence had“ gove 
tothe public, and it was necessary that a true and authentic 
account should belgiven. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, said thatthe motion to recon- 
sider gave him an opportuniiy to say what he ought to have 
said, andshould have said atthe time, had this not have pre- 
cluded by the course immediately adopted by the House; and . 
the observations of some gentlemen, afterwards made, were 
such as forbade him then to offer what he had now to say. 
The committee had performed the duty assigned it, and had 
reported the facts of the case asthe members of the-commit- 
mittee understood and believed them to have occurred, but 
had recommended nə course of action thereon. He would 
take this opportunity to say that the affair had happened very 
suddenly, so much so that one moment before it ok place he 
had not had the remotest expectation of any thing of the 
kind. Members of that House, who had known him during 
the seven yearshe had held a seat in it, could not suppose it 
to have been his deliberate purpose todo any thing disreepect- 
ful tothe House. Whether, in what he had done, he had 
been wright or wrong, it was for the House and not for him to 
say; he certainly, however, had been himself under the im- 
pression at the time that it was right, and under that impres- 
sion he had acted; but, in a few moments after, he had felt 
convinced that this was not the place for such an act. Under 
the impulse of the instant, he had certainly done what, accord- 
ing to the strict interpretation of the rules, was a contempt of 
the House, although he was far from having had any euch 
intention. If the course lately adopted by the House [Mr. G. 
was understood to allude tothe passage of the anti-duelting 
regulation} hadbeen such as to impress the members of Con- 
giem with the idea that they were not protected from insult iy 

ig authority, but that every gentleman must protect Leet 
an 


twa grevexiont. He concluded by repeating the declaration 
that he hac harvored uo mtenuon of dharespect to the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired wacthee Mr. CANPBELI.’3 motion 
to recoasiler embraced both the repori aml tesuumuny ? 
.. Mr. CAMPBELL aad it apptied to boah. s 

Mr. F. inen said he sould oppose the motion. Tf the re- 
port was thought tw give ihe favis correctly, there might be no 
necessity of printing the tasumony, bu: he never would con- 
sent to suppress te privuag ot ‘the report, The case was 
one which bad an important bearing on the decorum and dig- 
nity of the House, and they ought, in deciding upoan I, to have 
the report before them. i . 

Mr. PETRIKIN, afer some remarks on the habitual disre- 
gant of order iu the House, was understood to say that the less 
there was said about this affair, the beter it would be for the 
dignity aad repuiacion of the House. : 
reconsider would prevail, and that none of the papers would 


be printed. . 
Mr. VANDERPOEL was posed to the motion. 
r Ms vote lor the printing. It 


the House would vot recons 

was evident that a thousand distorted versions ef the afur had 
goue forth w the country, aad it was due to the House and the 
parties implicated io have the truth made known. The letter 
writers would no douis do injustice to the parties; and it therc- 
fore became necessary that the truth, and the whole truth, 
should appear. He had heard no {reason advanced in favor 
of the motion to reconsider, nor did he believe there could be 
a He hoped the House would bave the whole matter 

nlet. 


el 

Mr. CURTIS rove to a point of order. He understood the 
gentleman from South Carolina to say that he did not vote on 
the motion to print: and that being the case, he did not see how 
he could move a reconsideration. 

The SPEAKER uudersiood the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina had voted affirmatively, although sub silentio. 

Mr. BANKS concurred with the gentleman trom New York, 
(Mr. Vaspsxroat,] in his opinion that the report ought to be 
printed. It couid not be doudted but that erroneous versions of 
the affair would go forth to the conntry. It was, therefore, 
highly necessary to have the whole printed, so that the matter 
might be lait before the county in an official form, when the 
people could form their own opinion. Mr. B. then moved the 
previous question, which was seconded by the House. 

‘The main question being then ordered on the motion to recon- 
eder, it was decided aa follows: yeas 20, nays 143. So the 
House refused to reconsider. 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the further consideration 
of che subject was ed until to-morrow. 

The CHAIR announced that the next business in order was 
the motion made by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Sweney] 
to reconsider the vote, by which leave was refused the gentle- 
man fran Kentucky (Mr. Davis] to introduce a bill to vest the 
appointment of district attorneys and marshals of the United 
Sates in certain courts, and providing that the emolu- 
ments of said officers shall in no case exceed $3,000. 

Mr. SWENEY, who was entitled to the floor, rose and said: 
Mr. Speaker, I did not make this motion for the purpose of af- 
fording myself an opportunity of making a speech. I didnot 
inten ! it at the time the motion was made, and although some 
time has since elapeed, yet 1 do not now intend it. The le- 
giumate subjects for discussion under this motion, whatever 
they might be upoo the bill iteelf, itappearsto me are too much 
circumecribed in their extent and character to afford me that 
opportunity even if 1 new felt such a disposition; and, as] am 
net one of those who believe, or practise as though they did be- 
lieve, that, under every possible question that can arise in this 
House, ever: ible mauer is debatable, I shall content my- 
ecif with offering, in very few words, a very few reasons why I 
have made this motion. 

My first object then is to afford to myself and to some others, 
1 hepe, who have had an opportunity of reflecting upon the 
provisions and tendency of this bill, an opportunity of changing 
our votes. 

Bir, it did appear to me, on a moment’s reflection, as not al- 
together courteous, and I have since learned, from older mem- 
bers than mys If, that it has not. been considered as courteous, 
especially in this House, where courtesy and urbanity are so 
much regarded, ta refuse to any gentleman leave to introduce a 
biil, wader the rules of the House, where the subject is proper 
for legieiative action. 

Ihave stated, on a former occasion, that I was under the im- 

jon, at the time I gave my vote, that the rules of the 
fouse would have to be suspended in order to graat the privi- 
lege tw introduce the bill. This would have been a sufficient 
reason for withholding my consent, as in that event I would 
much rather have preierred its being introduced at some other 
period in order and in compliance with the rulesof the House. 
Sir, I am averse io the suspension ofthe rules except on very ex- 
traordinary, important, and urgent occasions. For little, unfor- 
tunately; little as they have been regarded during this session, 
yet I have tound them of some smal! service in preventing us 
from running into utter licentiousness. 

It has long since been observed, and well observed, that order 
is the first law of Heaven, and just in proportion as we approach 
that divine and harmonious order do we secure “peace on earth 
and good wili towards mao.” k 

But, sir, the bill is to bs introduced without any infraction 
of the rules of the House, Why, then, may it not be introduced 
and referred to an appropriate commitiee? What are its provi- 
sions, ami what are the evils which it is intended to remedy? 

proposes two things. First, to vest the appointment of 
disrict attorneys and marshals in certain courts of the United 
States. Sir, Lam not well satisfied that this change would be 
for the betier. The appointment of these officers is now 
vested where the framers of our Constitution, those master 
workmen in political economy, thought proper to place the 
appointing power—unier the General Government; and for this 
reason alone | would not disturb it, unless for very special and 
cogent reasons, I cannot see, and I never yet have found, any 
danger to be apprehended from an improper exercise of the 
appointing power. [can hardly cofceive of corruption there, 
as long as our Constitution is preserved inviolate. The Chief 
Magistrate is responsible to the people, and the Senate isto in- 
terpose its constitutional check. ith this provision of our 
Constitution, as with all others, I am well satisfied; and al- 
though I may not be permitted to say of it as seme do of the 
British Constitution, that “it is the perfection of human wis- 
dom,” yet this I may exultingly say of it, that it has secured 
the greatest amount of human happinessto the greatest rum- 
ber of human beings of any system of Government policy the 
world has ever adopted. è 


He hoped | 


| 


: 


He hoped the motion to. 
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Ir, however, ai 7 geod reason can be assigned for the change, 
Lam willing to adopt it. Eam not so great a stickler for form 
as to lose aight of substance; and while other sciences arc pro- 
greasing with culossal strides, | am willing to admit that some 
improvement may yet be made ia that which is of most im- 
portance to his happiness, the government of man. 

_ Bu, Mr. Speaker, the provision of this bill which is of most 
importance, In my estimation, is the one limiting the emolu- 
menis of District Attorneys. Fs it true, air, that even in oar 
largest commercial cities, that these officers receive twenty, 
fifteen, or even ten thousand dollars per annum for their servi- 
cea?” If ev, kere must have been a casus omissus in legislation; 
tor Pcannot believe that the services of any subordinate officer 
under our form of Government, can be worth that amount of 
money; and the creation of sinecures ig a most wanton and 
inexcusable act uf despotism, and never ought to bo even ap- 
prsacheu in a Repubhe. He who will not lend his services to 
ns country Tor a less amount, let me tell you, his services are 
not worth having. 


Sir, Lam not in favor, eather, of farmirg out Offices to the low- 
est bidder. The administration of a Goverament is of more im- 
portance than the Government itwelf. k has been said by one 
im former days, who well understood the human character, 
that “that Government which is best administered is beat;” and 
thivis as (rue as any axiom in philosophy. What signifies our 
buasted Consatution, if its salutary provisions fot our national 
progperity and happiness ia to remain an inert, dead letter? 
The proper exercise of its functions must give it hfe and a fair 
compensation; fur service is the lite-giving principle. Our Go- 
vernment, like any other, if badly administered, may run into 
despotism; if uuadministered, must sink into anarchy. 

There are two ways by which it may be maladininistered— 
by a mistaken parsimony, by which will be excluded from it 
administration a sufficient amount of talent, ability, and manly 
worth, and by allowing excessive salaries, which will always 
beget extravagance aad corruption. A proper medium is to be 
observed. “in mediotutissimus ibis,” is asafe maxim; and 
under that rule alone cau we expect to preserve a healthful and 

proper action in our Government. 

If, then, gentlemen are serious in their profeesions of economy, 
here they may find an undisputed point from which to take up 
their line of march in their holy crusade. Here they may try 
their whetted pruning knives, without much danger ofinjuring 
the tree, or at all affecting the fruitfulnees of ita branches. 

The question being on the motion to reconsider, 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays, which were not 
ordered. 

So the motion was reconsidered; and the question recurting 
on the motion for leave, it was granted without a count; and the 
bill was introduced, read twice, and referred to the Committee 


| on the Judiciary. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House resolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 


Casey inthe chair,) aind took up the civil and diplomatic appre- . 


riation bill. 


Mr. DILLET, who was still entitled tothe floor, resumed his 


remarks in relation to the conetitutionality of the Bank of the : 


United States, and in opposition to the Bub-Treasury scheme. 
In speaking of General Jackeon, he said if there was any one 
thing, move than another, which was calculated to give him 
fame in history, it was the proclamation accompanying the 
force bill. He was in favor of that proclamation, and o posed 
to any one State resistance, to put an end to the Confederacy. 
He examined into the political history of General Harriso 
and contrasied it with that of Mr. Van Buren, and approve 
the principles of the former and condemned those of the latter. 
After pasang 
of General Harrison, he concluded. 

Mr. STANLY obtained the floor, and said he had a wish to 
make a few remarks, but he would yield his right to the figor 
for the purpose of having action on the bill; and hoped gentle- 
men would consent that the reading of the bill should be pro- 


gressed with. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE concurred most fully in the sentiments 
expressed by the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. STAN- 
LY,) and would attempt to effect the very object which (hat 
gentleman had pro . Every gentleman must see the pro- 
priety of observing the rules which the House had prescribed 
for the transaction of business. _ The 118th rule required that 
they should read section by section, 80 that every item might 
be analyzed and scrutinized. How could they ever proceed to 
examine particular items, if the rule were not adhered to? 

Mr. D. was giad that, at last, either a sense of propriety, or 

shame, had induced the committee to evince a disposition (0 ex- 
amine the bill. If there were no amendment offered to any sec- 
tion, the next could be read, and each item strictly examined. Be 
sides, our duty under the rules of the House, (said Mr. D.) re- 
quired that we should look to the situation of the country, and 
the individuate for whose payment the hill provides. We were 
doing gross injustice by not making an appropriation for the 
clerks and other dependants of the Government, who are abso- 
lutely driven to the necessity of being shaved by the brokers in 
anticipation of their payment. He hoped, therefore, they would 
proceed, without, further delay, to examine Into the merits of 
this bill. It was now quite time to forbear making political 
speeches, anl manufacturing public sentiment. While urging 
the committee to do their duty, he would not set an example by 
detaining them. In endeavoring to enforce the rules of the 
House, he did not impute more blame to one party than another. 
‘All must consider that the digression had been sufficiently in- 
dulged in. It was the duty of all to prevent any further unne- 
ceseary consumption of ume. This remark would apply to 
every body of every party; and Mr. D. called upon all to unite 
with him io preserve the debate within the limits of order. 

Mr. JONES rose fur the purpose of showing the importance 
of speedy action on the bill. te 

Mr. BELL thought the gentleman from Virginia had taken 
to himself a great deal of credit in relation to the biil. For his 
part, he had not hitherto opened his mputh, as was the case 
with a hundred other gentlemen besides. Mr. B. was under- 
stood to complain that the bill bad not been brought forward at 
an eatlier period, as he had intended to speak on some of the 
items. But, as he did not suppose there was time now for de- 
bate, he was willing to forego his intended remarks, and go 
with the honorable gentleman for action on the bill. 

Mr. JONES said he desired to Lave the papers read, which 
he had received, for the purpose of showing the urgent necessi- 
ty for speedy action onthe bill. In reference tothe bill not bhe- 
ing brought forward at an earlier period, he begged leave to 


an eulogy on the character and military services | 
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say that no exertion had been spared on his part te bring up 
the bill at the earliest ible period. 

The several papers from the Departments urging the passage 
of the bill were then reac. by the CLERR. 

Mr. HUBBARD made sume brief remarks in relation to the 
speech of his colleague, (Mr. DILLETT,) who had at last made 
up his issue in opposition to the Sub-Treasury. When the 
proper time should arrive, and the Sub-Ticasury bill be under 
discussion, he hoped he should be able to satiefy his colleague 
by replying to him on that;point. Mr. H. also adverted to 
come remarks of his colleague in relation to the tariff ques- 
tion, but in which 1 appeared, from a subsequent explanation 
of the latter. that he had misapprehended him. 

_ Mr. PROFFIT made a few remarks, and gave notice of his 
intention, this evening, to make a speech on the bill. 

Mr. ADAMS raid he had determined, from the first day the 
bill under consideration was put into Committee of the Whole, 
that he would not delay the passage ofthe bill one quarter ofan 
hour. Yethehad much to say. And the House would corgi- 
der that in discussing the incidental expenses interwoven ix the 

sections of tho bill, a sort of challenge had been thrown out, per- 
sonally to himself, to review the political history of parties from 
the first day of our independence. For he should go back to 
that period if the should enter upon that subject, and he might 
trace the history of that part of the Hartford Convention with 
which he had something to do; aud he would allude to the cry- 
ing sine imputed to him of advocating internal improvements 
to the extent of the reading of long passages from a meseage, 
which, some ten or fifteen years ago, he sent to this House; ako 
upon his denial ofthe duty of members of the House to be pal- 
sied Ri the will of their constituents, and of his ardent desire to 
build light-houses in the skies, and of many other things too te- 
dious to enumerate. And all this had been brought forward to 
determine how long the clerks in the public offices should he 
delayed for the payment of the compensation due tothem. Mr. 
A. would aek, whether the House did not think he had sufficient 
reason to justify himeelf. He would not begin now; it 
would take up too much time. He might, besides, be 
under the necessity of encroaching upon the time of the elo- 
quent gentleman from Indiana, [ Ir. Psorrit.) He (Mr. A.) 
would not have time before three o’clock in the morning to be- 
gin. But he would say now, simply, thathe should wait for 
gome other bi!l, on which the House would be in Committee of 
of the Whole, which would allow of gentlemen speaking to 
the point at issue, not extraneous matter. He hoped he would 
have, at that time, the opportunity ofaddressing the House not 
so many hoursashe would necessarily occupy now. 

Mr. H. hoped his friend from Virginia |Mr. DromgooLe] 
would not carry his threat into execution then, because, to use 
a vulgar expression, “fair play is a jewel,” and he should re- 
flect upon it before he passes into the execution of his threat, 
calling gentlemen, to order for irrelevancy in debate. Mr. A. 
said he would not trouble the House now with the history of 
the Hartford Convention, aceording to hie view of it, nor any 
thing else. The gentleman from New Hampehire, [Mr. ATHER- 
Ton, ] and the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Ciirorp,| having 
given a history of it, would be a sufficient reason for him to dis- 
course upon the same topic, but he should not speak of it now. 
He hoped he would have liberty to ray a word in extenuetion of 
his crimes; but he would not occupy the time of the House at 

resent. 
p Mr. A. hoped to have that privilege atany time, when the 
Honse shall be in Committtee ofthe Whole. He believed that 
he had not taken up more than five minutes in this statement; 
and according to his promise, he would not delay the passage of 


` wbill a moment longer. 


Mr. STANLY moved to strike out the eompensation to the 
First Comptroller of the Treasury, being the eum of 63, on 
the ground of certain charges which had been preferred against 
that officer in the report of the Swartwout Imvestigating Com- 


mittee. 

Mr. JONES said that before the House undertonk to strike 
outthatsection of the bill, he hoped gentlemen would vote for 
the appointment of a committee for the purpose of investi- 

ating the charges against the Comptroller. For his part, he 
fad not until thén heard any cha against that officer, nor 
did he know of any; but he thought, at least, some measure 
ought w be adopted te ascertain the facte before the salary of 
‘the officer was stricken out. There was no charge brought 
againatthe humblest individual which did not first undergo an 
investigation; and surely the Comptroller was entitled to an ex- 
amination before they proceeded to such an extremity against 
him. Was it not due to him that he should be notified of the 
charges, before they took that short mode of displacing him? 
Even the smallest claim that wae presented to the House, under- 
went an examination before a committee; but here was a 
charge brought up without the least notice, and action was 
sought thereon without giving the accused the slightest chance 
of meeting it. It seemed tohim a very strange course for the 
gentleman from North Carolina to move to strike out the eala- 
1y of a high officer in the Treasury Department, without the 
least notice or investigation. 

Mr. STANLY referred tothe report of the Bwartwout com- 
mittee, and intimated that the charges might be found there. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana was understood to say that ifthe gen: 
tleman from North Carolina had undertaken to expoe any im- 
propriety in the conduct of the First Comptroller, he had un- 
dertakeu a task, the success of which would be very doubtful. 
But it was necessary to the Government that we should have a 
First Comptroller; and the gentleman’s motion would, if ed 
to, have the effect of abolishing the office. If there was any 
charge against the present incumbent, that was anether matter, 
and wight be investigated. Or if the gentleman wished to re- 
duce the salary, or abolish the office, that would be in or- 
der; but, under present circumstances, the only course was to 
pass the item. g i 

Mr. WAGENER denied that any charge could be established 
against the First Comptroller; an ‘go far as the defalcations of 
Swartwout were concerned, it was well knows that the present 
Comptroller was not ap ointed until after Swartwout’s defalca- 
tions had taken place. He defied any member to 
single case where the Comptroller was to blame. 5 
ceeded to say that he had seen a great deal about those defalca- 
tions, and when the proper time should arrive, he would make 
it his duty to expose the matter to the count ; and he would 
tell. the gentleman from North Carolina he wou d then find that 
when these defalcations had taken place, they had arisen, ine 
from the friends of the present A ministration, but fro 

db ating that there was 
opposed to it. Mr. W. concluded by repe troller, and 
po truth in the insinuations made against the COMP tes 
that for his part he was not one of thore W o would getup 
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and maka 
dence, if aay 
last period of Mr. 


gor ee 


ees 
against an individual, unaupporied by evi- 
vineficiency existed in that office, it was at the 
Anderson’s service; when, 

Mr. BELL rose, and inquired whether any corrupt conduct 


was imputed to Mr. Anderson. | 

Mi. WAGENER promptly replied, most assuredly not. Mis 
inefficiency Was imputed to his infirmities and old age. 

Mr. BeLL made no inquiry as to the conduct of Mr. Barker. 
So far from Mr. W. or the minority ofthe Swartwout com- 
mittee, im, uting any want ofenergy to Mr. Barker, they, on 
the contrary, exculpate him from any blame, and accord to 
him, in connection with the late Solicitor of the Treasury, 
much praise for their laborious investigations into the defalca- 
tions of Mr. Swartwout, (at the city of New York,)assoon as 
suspicion was excited of his enormous peculations. 

Mr. DAWSON said, if the gentleman froin Pennsylvania 
supposed the majority report contained any charges against the 
Comptroller not sustained by evidence, he was mistaken. The 
report charged that officer with culpable disregard of law; and 
he could show that the charge was fully substantiated. Mr. D. 
then read the laws applicable to the office of Comptroller, and 
contended that if the present mcumbent had regarded those 
lawa, the defalcations of Swartwout might have been checked. 
He wished to be distinctly understood as making no charge of 
corruption against the present officer, but as blaming him only 
for not enforcing the law; in doing which, however, he. was 
merely following the example of his predecessor. Mr. G. in 
the course of his remarks, stated that every gentleman in the 
‘Treasury Department with whom he had conversed, had admit- 
ted that if the accounts with Swartwout had been kept up, in ac- 
cordance with law, the defalcations must speedily have been 
discovered. 
clerk in the Land Office, at a salary of $1200 a year, and that 
he farmed the office to some individual for $800 a year, while he 
was employed as a Reporter for the Globe. Now, all he knew 
was, that Mr. Washington stood high wherever he was 
known, as a gentleman whose character and integrity could 
not be surpassed. He had knowa Mr. Washington for some 
time, and he felt it his duty to say that his conduct was correct, 
and his actions influenced by some of the noblest feelings that 
adorn our nature. He would vouch for it, chat the character of 
that individual was equal to that of the gentleman from North 
Cacolina in honesty and integrity. Mr. 8. then referred the 

member from Nort) Carolina to a statement published by Mr. 

Washington in relation to this matter, and which, Mr. S. under- 

stood, declared that the substitute who performed the duties in 
the Land Office recived every dollar of the salary. : 

Mr. PETRIKIN was opposed to this m ide of attacking indi- 
viduals upen the floor. Ii there was any thing wrong, the pro- 
per course would be to havea fair investigation. ‘The Com- 
mittee on the Public Expenditures, which was composed of a 
majority of Whigs, have full power to attend to such matter. 
If there be any thing wrong, let them investigate and correct it, 

Me JAMES GARLAND felt himself called upon, as an act 
of justice to Mr. Washington, to say, upon the authority of the 
Recorder of the Land Otice, that that gentleman dues not ve- 
ceive one cent from the Government. His place has been filled 
by another gentleman, of efficiency and ability, who receives the 
fall salary attachad to the office, He could also certify to the 
ability and bighmindedness of Mr. Washington. 

Mr. BANKS kuew but very little about this business, but he 
thought himself anthorized to say, trom the information he had 
received, that Mr, W. was not, in fact, a clerk in the Land Office, 
nor did he receive a cent from the Government as clerk. 

Mr. RAMSEY did not approve these discussions got up on an 
appropriation bill. In relation to Lund Washington, he knew 
pothing about him, and he cared aa little. If gentlemen ima- 
gined there was any thing wrong, let these charges bo investi- 
gated, and he would willingly co-operate with tbem. But he 
was op to this mode of bringing up individuals before the 
House. He believed, from what he had heard, that this Lund 
‘Washington was an Ronorab'e and estimable man, and he hoped 
the gentleman from North Carolina would see the impropriet 
of bringing charges, without accompanying them with proof. 
If there was any suspicion of wrong in any quarter, the only 
proper mode was, in the first place, to investigate the charges, 
and not present them to the House upon mere rumor. 

There were also charges intimated against a high and worthy 

Mr. PETRIKIN defended the Compuroller, who, he said, was 
appointed but two months before Swartwout was turned outjof 
office. The defalcations of Swartwout had commenced years 
before the present Comptroller came into office; they began as 
far back as 1832. The gentleman from Georgia had disclaimed 

any charge of corruption against the Comptroller, but had, at 

the same time, charged him with a culpable neglect of duty. 

What was that but corruption? Mr. P. then went en to show 

how very easy it was to make a charge on the floor against an 

individual who had no chance of defending himself. As for the 
. present Comptroller, he had kuown him for years, as an honest, 
upright man—yes, as honest as any gentleman on the floor. 

The Comptroller might not, perhaps, be quite so good in point 

of talent as some nee butha was far better in point of ho- 

nesty. {Langhter.} But the Swartwout committee not only 
made bim shoulder the blame of his predecessor, but saddled 
him with the whole crimes of Swattwout and his coadjutors, 
the banks. Mr. P. then alluded to the manner in which the in- 
vesiigating. committee was appointed. He denounced it asa 
pariy affair, and complained that the report was kept back until 
within a few days before the session closed, so that the faleity of 
its charges could not be shown. Other genept mightact as 
they pleased, but for himself, he would never make a charge 
againet aay man on ex parte evidence. 

Mr. DAWSON explained that, during the investigation, he 
had derived much valuable information from Mr. BARKER; 
and he would repeat that he did not impute to him any thing 
hike corruption, but an unintentional disregard of the Jaw. Mr. 

D. then read extracts from the majority report, showing, from 

the Comptroller's answers to interrogatories, that he himself ad. 

mitted the impossibility of fraud on the part of Swartwout, had 
the proper checks provided by Jaw been putin force. 

Afier some further debate of a desultory character, the ques- 
tion was taken on the motion to sirike out, and it was negatived. 

Mr. STANLY then moved to strike out the compensation to 
the First Auditor of the Treasury; and the question being 
taken, the motion was disagreed to without a count—when the 

ragraph for making appropriations to compensate the clerks 

in the Genera! Land Office was read by the Clerk, 

Mr. STANLY wished to ask Mr. Jones whether Lund Wash: 
ington was stili a clerk of the Treasury Department. ? 

Mr. JONES replied that there were some hundreds of clerks 
in the Departments, and that he had not the pleasure of know: 
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ing many of them. Ife was understood to say that he was un- 
able to say whether Mr. Washington wae a clerk or not. 

Mr. STANLY then made some further remarks in relation to 
Mr. Washington, who, he contended, had heen a Cuerk in the 
Land Office, and was one of the Reporters of the Globe at the 
game time. 

Mr. ALBERT SMITH said he understood the gentleman 
from North Carolina to infer that this Mr. Washington was a 
officer of the Treasury. As to the official transactions of that 
gentleman, he knew comparatively nothing; but he would say 
that any charge, impeaching him with culpable neglect, he 
would denounce as without foundation. He would meet these 
charges here at the threshold, and defy gentlemen to prove 
them. He appealed to the House and to the country to say 
whether it waa fair for gentlemen to be attacked here, before 
they had been even notified of the charges, or had an opportu- 
nity of being heard in their own defence. Gentlemen seemed 
to know agreat deal about these defalcations; but as regarded 
that officer, they had searched in vain, for they had found 
nothing against him. He would ask, who it was that commit- 
ted these frauds? He would tell them that the offenders were 
members of their own party, and that Swartwout was one of 
therr own men; yes, that man, after all had been said, was of 
their own party, and had been named by them as a candidate 
for the Vice Presidency. 

Mr. STANLY replied at some length, and, in the course of 
his remarks, denied that Swartwout was nominated for the 
Vice Presidency by the Whig party. 

Mr. RAMSEY referred Mr. S. to the New York Courier and 
Enquirer, for the purpose of proving that Swartwout had been 
nominated by a portion of the Whig party. He referred to the 
time when Swartwout was ordered to collect the public dues 
in specie only, but which order he disregarded, and received 
instead the worthless trash of bank paper. 

Did the Administration laud him for that? No. But he 
was praised by the Whigs, and he acted with them, as the New 
York Courier would show. . 

‘After some brief remarks from Messrs. GENTRY, POPE, 
and RAMSEY, the question was taken on the motion to strike 
out, and it was rejected. 

Mr. STANLY moved to strike out from the item making ap- 
ropriation forthe contingent expenses of the Solicitor of the 


‘reasury, $500 for the purchase of a law library for the use | 


of that office. 

A debate ensued, in which Messrs. STANLY, JONES of 
Virginia, DAVIS of Kentucky, JAMES GARLAND, EVER- 
ETT, CUSIIING, FILLMORE, PETRIKIN, ADAMS, 
EVANS, McKAY, and GRAVES participated; when 

Mi, STANLY demanded tellers on the question of striking 
out; and Messrs. Hopxins and Davis of Pennsylvania having 
been appointed as such, reported—ayes 60, noes 44; no quorum 
voting. 

The committee rose, and the chairman reported that fact to 
the House. 

Mr. STANLY moved a call of the House. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL raised a question of order, by way of 
inquiry whether it was the duty of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Union, under all circumstances. 
when found without a quorum, to rise; and whether he had 
no means to ascertain whether there was a quorum of the com- 
mittee. 


Mr. CASEY, the chairman, said there was no other means | 


by which the chairman could ascertain whether there was a 

quorum, except by the members passing through tellers; that 

had been done, and no quorum having voted, it was the impe- 

rative duty ofthe chairman to rise and report that fact to the 
ouse. 

Mr. BRIGGS having called for the opinion of the SPEAKER 

n relation tothe duties of the committee under the circum- 
stances above alluded to 

The SPEAKER stated his opinion iħ substance, that when 
the committee founditeelf withouta quorum, it was powerless, 
and in conformity to its past practice, should rise and report 
that fact to the House, 

The SPEAKER then counted the House to ascertain whether 
there was a quorum; and there being 127 members present, 

The House then resolved itself into Commitree of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. Casey inthe chair, and resumed 
thre consideration of the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill. 

T'he question was then taken en striking out, as proposed by 

Mr, STANLEY, and agreed to—ayes 73, noes 57. 
Mr. TRIPLETT moved to reduce the contingent expenses of 
the Secretary of War, from $3,000 to $2,500; and aftera few re- 
marka from Messrs. GRAVES and DROMGOOLE, the amend: 
ment was rejected without a count. 

Mr. GIDDINGS proposed an amendment requiring the 
heads of the several Departments to prepent annually,in detail, 
estimates of the contingent expenses, and after a few remarks 
by Messrs. JONES of Virginia and R. GARLAND, showing 


that it would be impracticable; and by Mr. GIDDINGS in fa- . 


vor ofthe amendment, on the ground that it was absolutely ne- 
cessary to save the time of the House by preventing discus- 
sion When the appropriation bill is under consideration, the 
amendment was rejected without a count, 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved to strike out “the compensation 
of extra clerks, when employed in the War Department, three 
thousand dollare;” and after a debate, in which Messrs. 
JONES of Virginia, JENIFER, BELL, CONNOR, PETIKIN, 
R. GARLAND, and STANLY participated, 

Mr. PROFFIT obtained the floor, and spoke at some length 
in defence of the Whig party, as connected with the question of 
Abolition. Ile denied that the Whigs and Abolitionists were 
identical as a party—but that the Abolitionists belonged to boih 

litical parties; or, if they existed as a party at all, they ex- 

isted asan independent party. The Whig party, it had been 
said, were made up of discordant materials. He admitted that 
it was made up ef men sing different principles, but who 
were willing to merge all minor differences of opinion for the 
pou common purpose of breaking down this A ministration. 

e was understood to say that he wouid rally on any man, 
whatever hia principles, to effect that great purpose. He ex- 
amined the pretensions of General Harrison to the Presidency, 
as compared with those of Mr. Van Buren, contending that the 
claims of the former were superier to the latter. 

Mr. GOODE followed, and, in the course of his remarks, ex- 
amined the character of the Treasury Note bill, contending that 

it waa not constitutional. He was arguing that the Sub-Trea- 
sury system was as much in conflict with popular rights as the 
banking system. He waa about proceeding into an examina- 
tiog of its principles, when ae Pag 
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Mr. VANDERPOEL made apoint of order. The bill before. 
the committee was the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill; 
and the gentleman was discussing the Sub-Treasury bill. He- 
therefore calledthe gentleman to order for irrelevancy of de-- 


bate. A 

The CHAIR said that he Aad, at an early part of the discus- 
sion on this bill, when the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. WELLER}: 
was called to order for discussing this very question, promptly 
decided that he was not in order; but the committee thought. 
proper not to sustain the Cuatr. As the question was, how- 
ever, again raised, he must say that the gentleman from Ohio- 
was notin order to indulge in this irrelevaney of debate. Ashe 
was called upon to decide, he must say that the gentleman was 
ontof order; and after a few remarks from Messrs. VANDER. 
POEL, BROWN of Tennessee, and DAWSON, 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS appealed from the decision of the CHAIR 
on the ground thatthe House went into Comittee on the state of 
the Union generally; and particularly the bill before it. The 
gentleman was therefore perfectly in order in the latitude of 
discussion he had taken. ced 7 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama said it was the understanding 
that the utmost lattitude would be allowed to this bill, and 
hoped that the gentleman would withdraw his point oforder; 
but on some other bill, the first that should come up, he was 
determined that irrelevancy of debate should be prevented; and 
he would raise the question of order, if no other person thought 
proper todoso. g as 

The question being on the appeal, the committee was divided;, 
and there were—ayes 49, noes 20; and no quorum voting, 

The committee rose, and the chairman re ported that fact to the 


House. , 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved that the House adjourn; but the 
yeas and nays having been ordered, he withdrew the mo- 
tion. 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, a call of thé House was or- 
dered, and having been proceededin until 122 members an- 
swered to their names, all further proceedingsin the same was 
dispensed with. A quorum being present, , 

The House again resolved itself into committee, 
the consideration of the civil and diplomatic bill. 

The question being on the appeal, and Messrs. CARTER and 
Davis of Indiana, having been appointed tellers to take a count 
reported—ayes 86, noes 22: no quorum having voted. A 
he committee again rose, and the chairman reported that 
fact to the House. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moveda call of the House. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 32, nays 89. 

Mr. GOODE intimated to the House that he would not trou- 
ble the committee with any further remarks, and hoped the 
House would again go into committee, and dispose of the bill. 

Mr. ADAMS did not think it was proper, after so much itre- 

g 


and resumed 


levancy of debate as had been indu n by other membe 
that the aed from Ohio should be put down. He move 
that the House adjourn. 


The RE EAKER decided the motion was not in order, no ac- 
tion having been had by the House since the question was taken 
on the motion to adjourn. | 

The House again went into comntittee, and resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill. 

The question being on 
point of order were withdrawn; : 

Mr. GOODE finished bis argument in relation to the Sub- 
Treasury bill, and gave notice that he intended, when that bill 
came up for consideration, to g more into detail. 

Mr. OGLE rose, and was addressing the committee in relation 
to the furniture in the Presidents House, and by way of expla- 
nation and reply to the two gentlemen from Massachusetts, 
(Mesers. LINCOLN and ApaMs,jand the gentleman from Mis- 
gouri, {Mr. Jamxson,] who attacked his former remarks on that 
subject; but, before he proceeded far, 7 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi rose to a point of order. 
He called the gentleman to order for irrelevancy of debate; 
and put itto the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Oaxs,] 
whether it comported with his dignity, and his sense of what 
was due to the committee, after already occupying three days 
in discussing this question on th bill now under consideration, 
to indies in a debate of this character at this late hour (12§ 
o’clock.) 

The CHAIR again reiterated his former decision—that the 
gentleman was out of order. 

Mr. OGLE was about proeeeding, but 

Mr. PARRIS objected to his proceeding without permission 
of the committee. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS appealed from the decision of the Cuaig; 
and 

The question being, “Shall the decision of the Crair stand, 
as thejudgment of the committee?” tellers were called for to- 
take account, and Messrs. Lrncoin ard Parnis having been ap- 
pointed such, reported ayes 79, 1.0e8 A; and no quorum 
voting 

The committee rose; and 

The SPEAKER having resumed the chair, j 

The chairman of the committee reported that fact to the 


House. 
Mr. PARRIS moved a call of the House. 
Mr. WILLIAM B. CALHOUN moved that the House ad- 


ourn. 
: Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; which having 
been ordered, were—y eas 34, nays 85. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved a call of the House; which was or- 
dered; and having been proceeded in till 114 members answered 
to their names. K . 

Mr. FILLMORE said experience had taught him that all at- 
tempts to compel the attendance of members, and to force ques- 
tions, at euch an unseasonabdle hour, proved abortive; he there- 
fore hoped, by universal consent, the Houve would agree to ad- 
journ, with that understanding, by oll parties, that the questiou 
should be taken on the bili to-morrow. He accordingly made 
that motion to adjourn. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded the yeas and nays; which hav- 
ing, been ordered, 

Mr. FILLMORE withdrew his motion. 

The call was then proceeded in until 123 gentleman an- 
swered to their names; and the list of absentees having been 
called over for excuses, the folowing gentlemen were excused 
for various reasons, viz: Messrs. ANDREWS of Kentucky 
MARVIN, ANDERSON of Kentucky, BIDDLE, W. O. BoT- 
LER, UAMPRELL of Tennessee. Mana A. COOPER, PROFFIT, 


the appeal, both the appeal and the 
when 


Daves, FLETCHER, GRANGER, Hat, Hoon, Jonuson of Ten 
nessee, Lawrence, McCuLiocn, Mepitt, NAYLOR, PARMEN- 
TER. Psox, POPE, RAYNER, UBAS. SnEppaRD, REED, SMITH of 
Indiana, 'TALIAFERRO, TURNEY, UnpERwoop, S. WILLIAMS, 
Ruerrt, Bynum, WHITE Of Louisiana, EVERETT, PETRIKIN. 
The House refused to excuse the following gentlemen, viz. 
Mesers. ANDERSON, JUDSON ALLEN, BOND, Borts, Bricos, 
Brown, CARROLL, CLARK, CRANSTON, CURTIS, GARRET Davis, 


Hoprrs, KEM, Marvin, MONTANYA, STRONG, STEWART, | 
Tuompsox of South Carolina, Wise, WORTHINGTON, and | 
P 


would be betterto adjourn | 
uestion should be taken 
all further proceedings 


ICKENS. i 
Mr. DAWSON suggested that it 
now, with the understanding that the 
on to-morrow. He, there aro; move 
he call be dispensed with. f 
inir cali be at emanded ihe yeas and nays; which hav- 
ing been ordered, the question was taken, and disagreed to. _ i 
‘Mr. LINCOLN said there were nems in the bill which 
would necessarily create discussion; and it was obvious that | 
the bill could not be got out of committee to-night; he therefore | 
renewed the motion to suspend all further proceedings in the 


call. 

Mr. McKAY hoped gentlemen would eee the reasonableness | 
of the proposition of the gentleman from Massachusetts. Ile 
hoped the suggestion would be acted upon. 

r. FILLMORE moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. STEENROD demanded the yeas and nays; which hav- 
mg been ordered, the motion to adjourn was withdrawn. 

r. MONTGOMERY said that, on all former occasions, he 
had protested against understandings of this kind; and he did 
soon the present occasion. 

Mr. STANLY aleo protested. 

The question was then taken on the motion to suspend all 
further proceedings in the call, and decided in the negative. 

Mr. STANLY hoped the House would adjourn, and meet 
again in the morning. He did not see what good could be ef- 
fected by remaining t ere. He had several amendments which | 
he thought it his duty to offer. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved that the absontees be sent for 
and taken into the custody of the Rergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. DAWSON appealed ta the chairman of Ways and 
Means whether his experience did not teach kim that. it 
would be impossible to get members there before four o’clotk, 
when a call was ordered under such circumstances. 

Mr. JONE» agreed that we might not get the members there 
before four o'clock. But he was satisfied that, unlessthey dub- 
mitted to privations, they would never get through with the 
public business. 

Mr. CUSHING suggested that it would ba very improper to 
continue the call, and drag members from their beds to decide 
upon a pointof order. If the House consented now to adjourn, 
that question would not come up before one o’clock; at which 
time the members would be in a goodhumor. He appealed to 
ths House whether a quorum could be procured hefore six 
o'clock. Even then nothing could be gained by it, as the House 
must shortly afterwards adjourn to enable members to seek , 
that repose of which they have been so unnecessarily deprived. | 

Mr. BOYD moved the previous question on the motion to | 
send forthe absent members; which was seconded, andthe | 
main question ordered. ; Pe 

. Mr, CUSHENG hoped that the motion might be putin writing, | 
go that there might be a regular and legal call. The call or- 
dered on recent occasions was not legal, 

Mr. DAWSON moved that the Houee adjourn. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana demanded the yeas and nays; which | 
wore ordered, and were—yeas 35, nays 67. Bo the House re- 
fused to adjourn. | 

The quesuon then recurring on the motion to send for the f 
absent members, ` 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested a modification of the motion soas, 
to require that the Sargeant-at-Arms sheuld produce the absent | 
members by ten o'clock in the morning, to which time he 
hoped the House would have arecess. 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS of Maryland, the yeas and naye 
having been ordered on the motion to auspendthe motion to 
send forthe absent members, were—yeas 57, nays 37. So the 
House determined to send for the absent members. 

Mr. GRAVES said it was evidently impossible to get through 
this bill in twelve hours; and moved to reconsider the vote,to 
compel the'attendance of members. : 

Mr, WELLER moved the previous question on that motion; 
which waa not seconded. 


Mr. PEVRIKIN said ashe had been excused, he would, as 
an impartial man, move to reconsider the vote; and that the 
Sergeant-at-Arms be authorized to compel the attendance of 
members at 10} oclock, and that the House take a recess till that 

our. 


Mr. RIVES thought it was unnecessary to move a reconside- 
ration. He was in favor of compe'ling not only those who were 
absent on the first call, but all those who had answered to their 
names and subsequently absented themeelves. 


Mr. BANKS thought it would be bettor that the Sergeant-at" 
Arms be instructed to have the absentees forthcoming at 1! 
o'clock. He did not wisk to avoid the rule by such suggestion; 
but to have itexecuted. He thought it would be better to re- 
consider the former vote, and adopt a resolution to compel the 
attendance of the members at that hour. 

After a few remarks by Mr. GRAVES, 


Mr. DILLET said he felt some indignation that the gentleman 
several hours ago did not agree to suspend the proceedings in 
t is matter. As they were unwilling then, he was periectly 
willing to let them work it out their own way. Let those who 
were so strenuous some three hours ago, pursue the ca!l, and 
eee what they can make of it. 

Mr. STANLY moved the previous question on the motion to 
reenter: which was seconded, and the main question or- 


ered. 

Mr. DUNCAN demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 45, nays 50. 

So the House refused two reconsider the order to compel the 
attendance of members. 


Mr. RIVES moved that the House take a recess until 11 
o'clock. 


Mr. CUSHING sui:mitted to the Cram, as a point of order, 
thar ie monon of ‘pecan from Virginia (Mr. Rives] 
8 notin onter, the House being in the process of execati 
order for a call of the House. ~ S ms eee una 
The SPEAKER, in reply to the queation óf order raised by 
Mr Cysurxa, said that a motion to adjourn was at all times in 
order, l 
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Mr. CUSHING submitted that there was a difference between 
a recess and ar adjournment. 

Mr KEMBLE moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DUNCAN demandtd the yeas and nays; which having 
been ordered, were—yeas 22, nays 65. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. RIVES moved to take a recess till 10 0’clock. 

Mr. CUSIJING raised a point of order. The House must 
either continue or suspend the call. It could adjourn, but not 
take a recess. 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion was not In order. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN argued that it was in urder, and took an ap- 
peal from the decision uf the SPEARER. 

Messrs. PROMGUOLE and CUSHING supported the deci- 
sion of the CRAIR ina few reinarks; when 

Mr. DUNCAN said that the House was told eve: y day that 
the Administration had a majority, yet it would be seen thata 
a minority had as much power as that majority. It can render 
the majority powerless by the course ol proceeding aopted 
this night, and defeat action on the public business. The power 
of this minority was a negative one, which was equal to a 
positive power. ‘The circumstances of the country imperi- 
ously demand that this bill shall be passed. The public ser- 
vice is suffering throughout every branch; and he was anxious 
that the country should know what party it was that was now 
delaying action on the public business. 

e Aler a few remarks in opposition to the decision of the 

HAL 

Mr.” DAVIS of Indiana moved the previous question on the 
appeal; which having been seconded, the main question was or- 
dered; which main question was, “Shall the decision of the 
Craze stand as the judgment of the House?” and the said ques- 
tion haviug been put, the decision was sustained. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired if it was in order so to re-order the 
call as to compel the attendance f those who left the hall afier 
having anewered to their names when the roll was first called. 

The CHAIR decided that it was notin order to have two calls 
at thesame time. 

Mr. FILLMORE took an appeal from that decision of the 


Cua. 

Mr. LINCOLN 4dverted to former precedents in opposition 
to the opinion of the Cram, that ali who absented themselves 
after having answered totheir names when the roll was called, 
were included in the order, and competied to attend. This was 
done by first calling over the names again. 

After af.w remaiks by Messrs. BANKS and LEWIS WIL- 
LIAMS, 

Mr. GRAVES said no good could grow out of this proceed- 
ing, and moved all further action in the same be dispensed 


with. 

Mr. HAND appealed to the gentleman whether it was not 
due to the members who were here, and to facilitate the public 
business, that the ca!] should be proceededin. It was the second 
time that he had been compelled to remain there all night, and 
more than one half of the members were permitted to absent 
themselves. He suggested whetter the consequence of letting 
them off at this time would not be taken advantage of hereafter, 
to agreater extent. Ishal! insist thatthe order be fulfilled, 
and they be compelled to attend. Break upthe naps of these 
quiet gentlemen. Let the Sergeant-at-Arms bring them up, 
and let them be dealt with them as they merit. Mr. H. con- 
cluded by moving the previous question on the ?motion to sus- 
pend the call; which was seconded, and tne main question or- 


dered. 

Mr. DUNCAN demanded the yeasand nays on the main 
question; which having been ordered, were—yeas 31, nays 61. 
So the refused to suspend all further proceeding in the call. 
Mr. HABERSHAM suggested that, by the list of yeas and 
nays just taken, it could be ascertained what members had ab- 
sented themselves since they first answered to their names, 
with a view of compelling their attendance. 


duty, by preventing gentlemen passing out excepton a pledge 
ofreturn. The presumption was that ne gentleman had vio- 
lated. If they had, he would be for arraigning them for com- 
mitting an offence against the rule. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved an order, in substance, that all the 
members who had absented themselves since the call was com- 
menced, after having answered to their names, should be taken 
into the custody of the Seigeat-at-Arme, to be dealt with in 
the same rmanneras those who were absent previous to the 


call. 

Mr. GRAVES objected, and raised the point of order, that 
it was not in order for a minority to do but two acts: to adjourn 
or to compel the attendance o: members. There being but a 
minority present, they conid not adopt this order, or transact 
any other business. 

Mr. FILLMORE argued that if a minority had the right to 
have a call, they could prescribe the mode to carry out that 
call. The proposition was clearly in order. 

The debate having been further continued by Messrs. TIL- 
LINGHAST, LINCOLN, and SMITH of Maine. 

Mr. CUSHING demanded the previous question, which was 


dered. 

Mr. GRAVES then demanded the yeas and nays on the main 
question, which were ordeied, and were—yeas 61, pays 11. So 
the order was adopted, and the Sergeant-at-Arms directed tu 
take the absentees into custody. 

The nameof Mr. Brracs being firston the list, he stated that 
he had no excuse that would be coneidered valid. He had re- 
mained in the House until 11 o'clock. 

Mr. RIVES moved that Mr. Bricos be discharged on payment 
of the fees. 


had taught him the fine was in most cases nominal. He thought 
a proper examp'e ought to be made of thuse who had thus 
stayed away all night. Mr. D. then moved'to amend the motion, 
eo as to fine Mr. Briccs ten dollars, leaving his discharge as an 
after consideration. 

On the motion to amend, Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the 
eas and nays; which being ordered, were—yeas 46, nays 34. 
o the amendment was agreed to. | 
The question then being on agreeing to the motion as amend- 
ed, it was decided in the affirmative. 

t. BRIGGS wished to know, first, where the rule was to be 
found under which the fine had been inflicted, and, second, 
whether he wag required to pay the money before proceeding 
to his duties. 

Mr. Torano being next called, Mr. DROMGOOLE made the 
same mocion in relation to him, as he thought the same fine 
ought to be exacted from all, 


Mr. DROMGOOL*: presumed that the door-keeper did his | 


Mr. DROMGOOLE opposed the motion. His experience | 


| of the Sergeant-at-Arms, on the payment of fees, 
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Mı. VANDERPOEL moved to amend that motion, so as to 
empower the Seigeant-at-Arms to deduct the amount from the 
per diem allowance of Mr TOLAND; but subsequently modified 
it, so Ha Mr. T. should not be discharged unul the fine had 

een paid. 

A long discussion then took place between Messrs, HAND, 
BRIGGS, VANDERPOEL, RIVES, DROMGOOLE, Mc- 
KAY, and LEWIS, in relation to the constitutional power of 
the House to impose a fice exceeding that specified in the 
rules. Messrs. BRIGGS, HAND, and LEWIS contended, 
with much earnestness, that the House had no such power. 
Mr. LEWIS subsequently moved a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the fine of §10 had been inflicted upon Mr. Briaes. 

On this motion, Mr. DAVIS of Indiana called the previous 
question; which wasseconded. The question was then taken 
on the motion to reconsider, and it was decided in the affir- 
mative. f 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the proposi- 

on to fine. 
ti Mr. HAND moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
the fine of $10, and inserting that Mr. Beroes be discharged on 
payment of the regular fees. This amendment was agreed to, 
and the resolution, as amended, being adopted, Mr. Brigas was 
orderedto be discharged on payment of the fees. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then withdrew his motion in reference 
to Mr. TOLANDÐ, inasmuch as he considered the vote just taken 
as giving the sense of the House on the subject. 

; ir: ToLanp was then discharged on payment of the regu- 
ar fees. 

The following gentlemen, in the custody of the Sergeant-at 
Arms, whose excuses were not deemed sufficient, were dis- 
charged from his custody by the paymentof fees, viz: Meesnrs. 
Mason of Ohio, Warren, GIDDINGS, Brown O Mississippi, 
WoRrTHINGTON, SMITH of Connecticut, Swensy, W. THOMP- 
son, ALLEN of Ohio, BELL, GRIFFITH, and STARKWEATHER. 

The following gentlemen were discharged without the pay- 
ment of fees, viz: Messrs. Srronaand HENNY. 

The following gentlemen having been retumed as sick, were 
excused, viz: Messrs. BRockWAY and Butter of South Caro- 


lina. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the’ Honse adjourn. 

Mr. HAND demanded the A bpd and nays; which were order- 
ed, and were—yeas 25, nays 66. 

So the Hause refused to adjourn. f 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to dispense with the further procced- 
ings of the call. 

Mr? DUNCAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MASON hoped the House would go to breakfast The 
House could take a recess. We wanttoshave and wash; hoped 
the motion would prevail. . 
ae yeasand nays having been ordered, were—yeas 24, nays 


Ue 
fey the House refused to dispense with further proceedings in 
the call. 

The following gentlemen were discharged from the custody 
viz: Messrs. 
Srorrs, MITCHELL, Evans, SALTONSTALL, GENTRY, THomP- 
son of Mississippi, and Jameson; and Mr. Crass was dis- 
charged without the payment of fees. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested the propriety of ofthe Housetaking a 
recess, with the understanding that the bill should be dis d 
of to-day; pon which suggestion Messrs. CL! and 
HAND objected, on the ground that all their efforts of the night 
would prove abortive; and all the arrangements of the kind 
heretofore made had been violated; it was, therefore, impracti- 
cable. ` 

Mr. HAND eaid, a great many of the members that a few 
minutes ago had answered to their nasnes, had absented them- 
selves; and hoped they would be taken taro custody. 

The CHAIR said if the gentleman would: name any mem- 
bers, it would be competent tu authorize the Sargeant-at-Arnis 
to take them into custody. ` 

Mr. HAND said he could name the gentleman from Maine, 
(Mr. A. SmiTH.] and he would make the motion that he be taken 
into custody; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PRENTISS moved to reacind that order. The gentle- 
man from Maine had been 1n his seat all night. 

Mr. CLIFFORD said his colleague had been there all night, 
and had just that moment stepped out. 

Mr. HAND, for the purpose of ascertaining who had left the 
hall since they answered to their names, said he would call fer 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 62, 
nays 12. a 

So the order in refation:to Mr. Sarrr was rescinded. 

The following here having been called up for excuses, 
they were heard and deemed uneatis‘actory, and were dis-, 
charged from the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms on the . 
ment of fees, viz: Messrs. J. GaruAnp, Rockers of New York, 
and Dana, when 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved that the House adjourn. 
which motion, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 2t), nays 62. 

Zo the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. McKAY, at about 9 o’clock, a. m. offered the following 
resolution: E 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms he directed to take ef- 
ficient meaaures to have the remainder of the absentees before 
the House at 12 o’clock this day, to wit: Tuesday, the 2Sth of 
April, and that the House do now adjourn to that hour. 

Mr. McK. hoped thatthe House would adopt the resolution, 
nad let the members go home to their breakfast, and then they 
could meet atthe time spec:fied in the resolution. 


Mr. A. SMITH would ask leave to say a word personal to 


On 


l himself. It was the first time that he had had occasion to do so. 


After a session of twenty-four hours, without rest, he had left 
the hall for not more than twenty minutes, to obtain euch re- 
fieshment as his exhausted strength required. Almost every. 
member who had remaine: in the hall doriug the night, had 
done the came, During this short absence, Mr. 8. Jearned that 
a member [Mr. Hanp] had taken the liberty to prope that 
he, with two other gentlemen, be sent for and brought into the 
House. Itis:a trite maxin, “de gustibus nel est dispulan- 
dum” {Ye had no disposition to diepute any gentleman’s right 
to make himself appear ridiculous before this House and the 
country. He claimed the right, however, to let hie constituen 
and the country understand the reason that such a v: 
been spread upon the records of the House, and he 
the satisfaction which the gentleman might enj 
aingled him out for arrest by the Sergeant-at-ap me 
cumstances ngmed. +t 
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Mr. 3°s only object in rising wasto le: his constituents under- 
why he was absent tweaty-five minutes from the House. 


Mr. HAND said he was aware that nothing could be done 
in the House, there being only seventy-four members present 
e SPEAKSR said that the absentees could not be called with: 
out being named; and Mr. H. among other names, had mentions 
ed that to Mr. SMITH. 
Mc. McKAY’S rosolution was then read; when 
Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS asked whether n dìd not require 
two-thinds to adopt it? 
The SPEAKER said it did not. 
_Me. HAND thereupon called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; but belore they were taken, 
Mr. McKAY withdrew the resolution. 
‘After a few moments inaction, and the hour of 9} a. m. hav- 


tag, arrived, g ` T 
Mr. CONNER moved that all further proceedings iù the 
call of the House be dispensed with. 

Mr. BOYD called for the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
eid resu.ted—ayes 25, noea 67: no quorum voting. 

So the call was not dispensed with. 

Mr. LINCOLN stating that he had enjoyed no sleep for 
trec nights, and parlaken no food since yesterday, asked leave 
of absence for an hour; which leave was granted. 

The SPEAKER then resumed the call upon absentees for 
their excuses; when , ; 

Mr. Ker, on account of indisposition, and Messrs. STRONG, 
Jauss, Curtis, W.C. JOHNSON, CRANSTON, and Henry, all 
whusegxcuscs were deemed sufficient, were discharged trom 
the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms, without the payment of 


fees. 

Ant the fellowing gentlemen, whose excuses were not 
deemed sufficient, were discharged fromthe custody of the 
Sergeant-at- Arms, upon payment of fees, viz: 

Messrs. Fornance, Doic, WELLER, Dawson, JENIFER, 
Parris, of Ohio, CALHOUN, GOGGIN, GALBRAITH, JOHNSTON 
of New York, Craic,BLack, Hint of Virginia, Dennis, Hunt, 
Pave of North Corolina, SLADE, C. H. WILLIAMS, Cross, CoL: 
att, and Wick. i 

{Mr. Wick stated that his absence was not of will, but of ne- 
cessity. That he is liable to attacks of vertigo; that finding 
himself in danger from the same, not merely of illness, but of 
death, he left the House at 3 ovclock this morning, with the 
view of obtaing relief by the usual renedy of being vl d.) 

Mr. EVERETT made a motion to remit the fines which had 
been imposed, and that the House adjourn, to meet at 12 
o’clock; but the moiion being opposed, and the yeas and nays 
being demanded, Mr. B. withdrew the motion, 

‘Mc. CRANSTON stated that he understood the fines imposed 
never were exacied from the members, and he moved to remit 
the fines which nad been imposed. . 

Mr. CUSHING moved to amend the motion by adding, “and 
also those imposed on the 24ih of March last”? 

The motion was debated by Messrs. DAWSON and SLADE, 
ou the ground that all the fines remitted were taken from the 
‘Treasury of the United States; that the operation worked with 
inequality; some who were absent for weeks at a time, re- 
mained unnoticed, while those absent for a single night were 
fined. 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, 
table. 

The report of the Sergeant-at-Arms was read, stating that 
many members (the names of whom were read) after a most 
scrutinizing hunt, and the greatest vigilance on his part, could 
not be detected. A. 

Mc. MITCHELL moved that alt further proceedings in the 
call of the House be dispensed with. 

Mr. JOUNSTON of New York moved that the names of ab- 
gentees be read; when : 

Messrs. G aENNELL and CLARK, who were ia the custody of 
the Sergeant-at-Arms, made excuses to the House, which were 
not deemed satisfactory, and were discharged on payment of 


the motion was laid upon the 


proceedings in re- 


fees. 
Mr. BLACK moved to suspend alt further 
aad all who were 


Jatiun to those who were absent from the city, 


suspend all fur 


sick. 
The SPZAKER then put the question to | 1 
which was dis- 


ther proceedings in the call of the House; 


‘eed to. 
“ee. TALIAFERRO moved that all members now in the city, 
and absent from the House, be considered in default and fined, 
and that they be discharged, on makiog a proper excuse to the 
House. 

Mr, DROMGOOLE objected to this proposition as irregular. 
Mica cou!d not he fined, unless in custody, etc.; and 

After some conversation between Messrs. SMITH of Maine 
ani BRIGGS, y , 

Mc. ‘TALIAFERRO withdrew bis motion. 

Mr. CRAIG offered a resolution, to the effect that the ab- 
sentees whose cases had not been disposed of, be severally 
called on, when they appeared in the House, to show cause why 
they should not be fined for their delinquency; which resolution, 
however, he subsequently withtrew. : 

Mr. EVERETT moved that a!l further proceedings in the 
cal! of the House be dispensed with; and, on that mation, called 
for the yeas and nays. After som: debate of a conversational 
character, and having ascertained that the Sergeant-at-Arms 
had succeeded’ in capturing another squad of members, the 
motion was withdrawn by the mover. 

The SPEAKER aguin resumed the call of the absentees for 
excuses, when , 

Mr. Jonnsox of Maryland was discharged without payment 
of feea; and Messrs. Kino of Georgia, and Russ3.L, were dis- 
charged on payment of fees. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved that Messrs. Tint of North 
Carolina, SLADE, and CLARK, be excused without payment of 


fees. 
mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the motion on the table. 
Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 82, nays 51. 
Bo the motion was laid on the table. 
Messrs. Hastincs, Prorrit, and Morris of Pennsylvania 
were then discharged from custody, on payment of fees. 
Mr. LINCOLN begged leave to read a resolution, witha 
view to obviate the recurrence of scenes like the present. 
Leave being granted, the resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the following be adde!l to the standing rules 
of the Houge, as a substitute for rule 61, which is hereby re- 
scinded: , 
61. Whenever a member shall be discharged from custody, 
and ad-nitted to his seat, unless his absence shall be excused by 
phe House, he shall forfeit for every instance of such unexcused 
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absence, the amountofone day’s pay; and, moreover, shall pay 
the fees of the Sergeant-at-Arnis, or special messenger by whom 
he shall be sent for or taken iuto custody. And it shali 
be the duty of the CLerk of the House, in every such case, im- 
mediately thereafter, to certify the name of such absentee to the 
Sergean:-at-Arms, who shal! make corresponding deductions 
trom the pay of the delinquent members, retaining the amount 
of fees to hia own use, or ihat of the speciz! messenger making 
the arrest. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms shall in no instance make a final settle- 
ment of the account of any member of this House, until the day 
of adjournment of both Houses at the close of the session, unless 
said member has been «excused from attendance bya vote of the 
House. 

Mr. BANKS was understood to say that he was in favor of 
the resolution, or sume preposition of the kind. He thought a 
penalty should be attached to the practice of gentlemen ab- 
senting themselves from the House, to the great detriment of 
the public business; but he did not think the resolution was in 
order at that stage of the proceeding. 

Tae CHAIR decided the resolution to be out of order. 

Mr. BANKS insisting on his motion, that all further procecd- 
ings in the call of the House be dispensed with, it was agrecd 
to; and 

The SPEAKER having stated that a quorum was how pre- 
sent, 

The House again went into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Cassy in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the civil and diplomatic bill. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the first business in order was 
the decision of the CHAIR, that the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. Oats] wasout of order tor itrelevancy of debate, 
ard from which the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. L. 
Witurams] had takenan appeil. 

The CHAIR then put the question, whether the decision of 
the Cram should be the judgment ufthe commutice; when 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS withdrew his appeal. 

The reading of the bill proceeded. 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved an amendment, striking out 


` $3000 as the salary of the Commissioner of Pensions, and in- 


serting $2,520, to make it correspond with the amount recently 
fixed in the law regulating the same. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON asked whether, by retaining the 
$500, it would leave the salary of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions the same as it was at the com:nencement of the session? 

Mr. J. W. JONES replied that, by striking out 8500, it 
would make the salary iu conformity with the act of Congress 
at the present session. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON remarked that he was anxious to 
present an amendment, to make it what it orginally was at 
the commencement of this session of Congress. The duties of 
that officer having been greatly increased, it was important to 
the Government that a man of talents should fill the place; and 
he should, therefore, vote against reducing his salary. 

Mr. BRIGGS said he knew several gentlemen who supported 
the reduction with a view that the salaries of corresponding of- 
ficers would be reduced at the same rate. He thought justice 
to that individval required that the former amount of salary 
should be paid to him, ‘That was one of the inost valuabie of- 
ficers of the Government, and what made it peculiarly hard 
was, that while his pay was diminished, his duties were con- 
siderably increased. 

Mr. FILLMORE called the attention of the House to a rule 
restraining the insertion of any item not in conformity with 
law; and the law had fixed the salary at $2,500. : 

Mr. BRIGGS said the House could not, in virtue of the rule, 
increase the salary. He was, however, opposed to striking out 
the amountin the bill. He could see no propriety in singling 
out one of the best officers of the Government—a man whose 
head had grown gray in te service ofthe War Department, and 
who, a few months ago, was awfully smitten by Heaven, which 
calamity would renier him a cripple tor life, anil who had since 
performed his duty under painful circumstances. He hoped 
the motion to strike out would not prevail. 

Mr. J. W. JONES concurred in the views of the géntleman 
from Massachusetts |Mr. Ba:cas] that the Commissioner wasa 
meritorious officer; but it would not be in the power of the 
House to place the salary at $3,000 at this time. If the salary 
had been found to be $2,500 at the time the appropriation bill 
was before the committee, they would have considered them- 
selves bound to insert it in the bill. By the rules, the Housc 
could’not now exceed that sum. 

The CHAIR said that it was not in order to increase or dimi- 
nisb a salary fixed by law, by any. provision in the appropriation 
bill; butthe salary might be appropriated for more or lesa than 


a year. 

Mr. J. W. JONES remarked that the bill provided for the sa- 
lary for the present year, and presumed that the last year’s sa- 
lary had been paid. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON hoped the case would be met by re- 
pealing so much of the act as fixed the salary of that officer at 
$2,500. He did not think that one s0 worthy should be made 
the only victim, and wished to ofleran amendment; but the 
Cuar fuled it out of order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said that not only an act of injustice had been 
done, but political trickery had been exhibited; but he was un- 


willing that the rules of the House should be violated for the | 


sake of rectifying the evil. 

Mr. HUBBARD had only a single remark to make in reply 
to the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. THOMPSON, } who 
hadonce voted to reduce this salary, believing that he could go 
further with it: finding he cannot, he is not willing now to 
“make a victim of this officer.’ Mr. H. agreed with him that 
$2,509 dollars was a sufficient allowance; ard if so, how could 
reducing his salary to a proper allowance make him a victim? 
He would not ouly adhere to his former vote, and go with the 
gentleman, but was sorry to find him faint so soon 1n the good 


work, 

Mr. PROFFIT proposed to Mr. H. that if they would not 
call the previous question when the bill came into the House, 
he would movea reduction of each head of department $1,000, 
and the President’s salary 25 per cent. and to add to the allow- 
ances of laborious officers on low salaries. He regretted that 
he had moved this reduction; but he had cone so only as an en- 
tering wedge to a general reduction. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY replied to Mr. Prorrit, and reminded 
him that he could not be cut off by the previous question in the 
House, as by the new arrangement the questiun would have to 
be puton every amendment. He would, therefore, have an op- 
portunity to carry out his reform and retrenchment, and he 
challenged him to make the attempt. There was no escape; 
and he held the gertleman to his ground. 


| 


| 
| 


‘I 


i 


| 
i 


Mr. POPE thought it cruel to wound the teelings of one offie 
cer by coufining the reductien to his case—especia.ly 80 excel 
lent an officer as the Commissioner of Pensivns. He believed 
the House generally regretted what had been done, and he cid 
notdoublthe act would be corrected Lelore the session was 
over. 

Mr. BLACK said, unleas it was an extreme case, he was ge- 
nerally opposed to the reduction of the salaries of officers. The 
great majority of those who were employed in administering 
ihe several departments of this Government were but poorly 
paid, if their remuneration might be estimated by the usual 
emoluments of official skill and labor at the South. His con- 
stituents, he was persuaded, were more concerned to procure 
honest and efficient service, than to ascertain the very lowest 
salary upon which a man, who abandoned all other occupa- 
tions, might liv without actual starvanon, ; 

But, sir, (said Mr. B.)-1 cannot refrain from an expression of 
surprise at the very extraordinary course which this debate has 
taken. The Whig party on this floor, I speak of them as a 
party, have, upon almost every occasion during this session, 
loudly comlained of the lavish ead improvident expenditure 
by this Government of the peopie’s money. They have, day 
alter day, and in almost every debate, whether relevantly or 
not, charged this Administration with fraud and corruption in 
the disbursement of the Federal revenue. They were, it had 
seemed, the men, par excelence, of retrenchment, reduction, 
and reform; they have taken all that matter Into their own 
hands, and accordingly the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Pror- 
rit] had himself eriginated a measure in this House by which 
the salary of the Commissioner of Pensions was reduced from 
$3,000 to 82,500. ‘Nnis was a Whig measure, originated and 
introduced by a prominent and able man of that party, and al- 
though voted fur generally by both parties, succeeded mainly by 
the strength of the opposite vote. 

So far, these gentlemen appeared to be acting, at least in this 
case, in strict conformity with their pees and you may 
well imagine my surprise a! the disposition manifested this 
morning to undo all they had accomplished in this instance of 
reduction. It seems thata Whig official is to be made the first 
vicum of this retrenchment; and unwilling to supply a martyr 
from their own ranks, they are the first to turn on their heels, 
and refuse to make a practical illustration of their own peculiar 
system ofreform. 

Sir, how stands the case? The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
ProrrFit] acknowledges the paternity ofthe act of reduction, 
Before the passage of that act, the salary of the Commissiener 
ot the Pension office was $3,000, and it haa been so inserted in 
the appropriation bill now under consideration. Tne chairman 
or Ways and Means had moved, in accordance with that act, to 
strike out $3.000, and insert $2,500; and, to the astonishment of 
the House, certain gentlemen of the Opposition, with whom 
this very reduction originated, refuse to make the reduction, 
although required to do it by their own law. Mr. B. had under- 
stood that Colonel Edwards, the present Commissioner, was a 
Whig. Ifit be ao, does that fact elicit the present extraordinary 
opposition of certain gentlemen to makin this official the first 
practical example of retrenchment? An do they now contend 
for a virtual repeal of their own act, by refusing to insert its 
retrenching provision into this civil and diplomatic bill, be» 
cause 1t will operate on one of their own friends? 

But, independently of political considerations, how, asked 
Mr. B. can gentlemen consistently get round this law, which is 

and is how among the statutes of the 


of full force, lately passed, 

United States, That law, I understand, is imperative. If this 
House ever had any discretion in the matter, they exercised it 
when they passed the act of reduction; that having been done, 
they can’ no longer inquire into the expediency of reduction, 
but are bound to make the appropriation in accordance with 
the law, as it was written. H reform is the object, now is your 
time; and in order to convince the people of the United States 
of yoursincerity and disinterestednesa, you now have an oppor- 
tunity of making a practical illustration of your own theory of 
reform, upon an officer, however worthy, of your own Political 
complexion. Mr. B. whatever might be his opinion of salaries, 
would be compelled to vote for the motion of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and to reduce the compen- 
gation, in obedience to the law, from 3,000 to $2500. 

After some debate between Mr. BRIGGS and Mr. BLACK, 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina spoke at some length in 
defence of his position, and the part he had taken in the trans- 
action: and in the course of his remarks expressed his regret 
that the salary of the head of the moat laborious bureau in the 
Government should have been reducedto relieve another office, 
which was almost sinecure. He disclaimed with warmth the 
charge of Mr. Buack, observing that no man should cast such 
an imputation on him, and no man would do so who was pos- 
sessed of any honorable feelingshimself, and he asked the gen- 
tleman from Georgia to say explicitly whether he meant to 
impute to him (Mr. T.) “taking the back track” on this item in 
the bill, because the gentleman who filled the office of Commis- 
sioner waain his politics a Whig? 

Mr. BLACK said he had been unfortunate that, in the very 
few words he had uttered, he should have run fou! of a gentle- 
man so sensitive. The gentleman from South Carolina knew 
enough of him te be satisfied that, if it was intention tu insult 
him, he should do it openly; but if the gentleman thought to 
draw him from the investigation of the course of any member 
ofthat House by making it a personal matter, he was at all 
times subject to his call. 

He had epoken of, and alluded to the political course ofa 
party; he had made no personal attack upon any man; but, on 
the contrary,had directed every word he had said, as he ventured 
to believe every other man in the House understood him, to 
the political principles and policy of the party to which the gen- 
t'e yaa from South Carolina belonged. 

Mr. THOMPSON here attempted to resume the floor. 

Mr. BLACK called on the House to permit h'm to proceed; 
he did not intend patiently to submit to be putdown upon this 
occasion. 

Mr. THOMPSON claimed the floor; when 

Mr. BLACK eaid, if it was intended to cut him off from any 
other remarke. why, of course, he had nothing further to say. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON asked the gentleman whether he im- 
puted to him the motive to repeal the act, because he (Mr T.) 
sh et by considerations that the Commissioner was & 

Ig 

Mr. BLACK. Does the gentleman expect to confine me to 
categorical answers? He would not submit to it here or else- 
where. He thought-he had said enough to release the genle- 
man from ary personal imputation. g 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had now asked the gentleman 
twice, and he still refused to enewer. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


oe 


Mr. BLACK said he had not refused to answer. 

Mr. THOMPSON said, well, then, I give the gentleman an 
opportunity now of answering. i 

Mr. BLACK. Theu take your seat, Sir. 
tleman does that, I will answer him. 

Mr. THOMPSON accordingly took his seat. — 

Mr. BLACK then proceeded to remark, that if the gentle- 
man thought of obtaining that by the force of a frown or a 
scowl which he was unable to obtain by argument from him, 
he was mistaken. In the remarks he had been making, he was 
alluding, as he had before said, to the political movements of a 
party, and was na to be deterred by any personal considera- 
tions whatever. What! had it come to this, that a member 
could not get up here to question the course of a party, without 
being required to make personal explanations? If that were 
submitted to, it would be a speedy and sure way of . 
shutting up their mouths at once; of mtimidating them 


When the gen- 


into silence, and of preventing an exposition of party policy i 


and political maneurring. He would bring this personal ex- 
lanation to a close by repeating what he had beio.e said, that 
he had no intention of attacking any body personally, or toim. | 
pugn their honor as men. He had aitacked their political | 
course, He had no other explanation to offer. g 

Mr. THOMPSON accepted the explanation, and, in the 
course of his remarks, said that whenever he should go out of 
his way to tell people that they could not browheat him, he 
should think himeelfa fit eubject to be browbeaten. 

Mr. BLACK. Whenever the gentleman will say that I have 
boasted that I was not to be browbeaten, I will make a reply. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he was willing to take the gentle- 
man’s explanation, as disclaiming any imputation on his mo- 
tives, and as admitting that his conduct had been upright and 

roper. 

p Mr. BLACK. Upright, but rot proper. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON inquired of the CHAR whether it 
would be in order to « ffera proposition that five hundred dollars 
of the amount at present appropriated in the bill should be paid 
to the Commissioner, in addition to the salary allowed, whenever 
the ‘aw should be altered to that effect. 

The CHAIR haviog decided it to be in order, 

Mr. JOHNSON sent to the Cnam the following amendment: 


sion was called for, and the motion was agreed to—yeas 88, 
nays 39. 

The House then again resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Casey in the chair. 

And the question was again taken on striking out, and re- 
sulted—yeas 39, noes 85. 

Bo the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. R. GARLAND said the obstructions to the bill in com- 


: mittee might be easily avoided if there was an understanding 


that time would be given to debate it when it wasbrought into 
the House. 

Mr. GRAVES said he had just been making the same sugges- 
tion to the chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE objected to any bargains and compro- 
mises. 
The reading of the bill was then proceeded with. 
Mc. R. GARLAND moved to strike out the clause in the 
words “for eleven additional clerks in the Post Office Depart- 
ment, thirteen thousand two hundred dollars.” 

Mr. JONES of Virginia explained, showing that the same 


| appropriation had been madein many previous years, and the 


That five hundred dollars of said amount be paid to the Coin- 
missioner ot Pensions, in addition to his present salary oftwo 
thousand five hundred dollars, whenever increased by law. 

Mr. GIDDINGS was opposed to the amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Jounson,]} and should vote 
against it. 

Bir, HUNT eaid he was one of the few—as they now seem to 
be considered—un fortunate Whigs who had opposed this reduc- 
tion when it was first prop:sed by his friend from Indiana, {Mr. 
Prorrit,} and principally supported by his friend from South 
Carotina, (Mc. THompson,] and he would support any mea- 
sure that would restore the salary to its original amount. He 
was decidediy opposed to making this meritorious officer an 
individual exception to a general rule. 

Mr. PROFFIT said that he had made the motion to reduce 
the salary of this officer without consultation with any one, and 
without fifteen minutes’ reflection. So far from the party with 
which he acted being responsible for this motion, his political 
friends around him had found fault with him for making it, and 
told bim they thought he had acted wrong; but he was actuated 
by hie convictions of duty in offering it, and a majority of the 

louse sanctioned it by their votes, and it was adopted. 

Mr. JOHNSON then withdrew his proposition to amend. 

Mr. HUNT then proceeded to address the House on the ques- 
tion of reducing the salary of the Commissioner, and having | 
gradually diverged into the merits of the Independent Treasury 


il, 

Mr. SMITH of Maine eaid he rose to make one more effort to > 
contine this debate within something like reasonable limits. He 
would respectfully inquire of the Cuar whether it was in or- | 
der for gentlemen, in a discuasion on this bill, to iuvestigate the 

_ merits of the Independent Treasury. 

The CHAIR decided the remarksof the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Hunt] to be out of order. 

Mr. JENIFER saidhe would not only vote for a restoration 
of the five hundred doilats stricken froin the ealary of the Com- 
missioner, but on account of the great increase of his duties, he 
would be willing te go even beyond that amount. Mr. J. then 
paid a high compliment to the industry and talents of the head 
of the Pension Office. , 

The vote was then taken on the motion of Mr. Jongs to 
strike out $3,C00, and insert $2,500, and tellers being demanded, 
the result was announced by the Cuar—ayes 93, nues 31, 

So tho rmendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND moved to strike out the item of 611,600 
for topographical and additional clerks in the General Post 


Office, and a clerk to keep the appropriate account. 

Mr. G. objected to the introduction of such an item in the ge- 
neral appropriation bill. He thoughtif asked for at all, the ap- 
proprianon ought to have been introduced in a separate hill. 

le contended that there was no law for governing the employ- 
ment of additional clerks. 

Mr. JONES referred him to the aad been bill of 1834; 
and contended that the former practice 0 introducing the item 
for additional clerks into these bitis, warranted the present com. 
mittee in doing the same. Mr. J. thenadverted to the valuable 
services performed by the additional clerks, and hoped the gen- 
tileman from Louisiana would see the propriety of withdrawing 
hig motion, 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. EVERETT, 
JONES, COOPER of Georgia, McKAY, and TRIPLETT. 
The latter gentleman having referred to “the member from | 
Georgia ” as belonging to the Whig party, 

Mr. COOPER asked, Dues the gentleman from Kentucky re- | 
fer to me} ; | 

Mr. TRIPLETT. Ido, sir. 

Mr. COOPER. Then 1 beg the gentleman to withdraw his 
asser'ion that I betong to his party. 

Mr. TRIPLETT. I withdraw ‘t, sir. 

The question on Mr. Gariann’s amendment was taken by 
tellers, who reported there was no quorum voting. 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved a call of the House; upon which 
M Mr PROMGOOLE 

f. MG aE anket for the è i 
ordored-and were— feas OF ba ifn yeas and nays; which were 

Bo ie ERE ordered, 

BRK was then proceeding with the $ 

Mr. VANDER POBL sait that isg Mih the tall when -a 
members had just come in, an] he therefore moved that all fur- 
ther proceedings be dispeneed wich; upon which motion a divi 


appropriation in the bill in the last year was a sanction to the | 


Postmaster General, and the clerks were indispensably necessa- 
ry to conduct the business of the office. 


The question was then taken, and the motion disagreed to— 


ayes 38, nays 82. ; 
Mr. GRAVES then moved to strike out the section in the 


i words “for compensation to clerks in the effice of the Surveyor 


General northwest of the Ohiv, per actof May 9, 1836, six thou- 
sand three hundred dollars; which, after some remarks from 
Messre. GRAVES, H. EVERETT, and R. GARLAND, in fa- 
vor of the motion, and Messrs. JONES of Virginia, HUB. 
BARD, HOWARD, and CRARY, against it, it was decided in 
the negative without a count. . 

Mr. GRAVES called for a division, and the CHAIR an- 
nounced :hé vote—ayes 31, noes 78; no quorum voting, tellers 
were called for, and they announced the vote—ayes 39, nays 
89; sothe amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr.GRAVES then moveu to strike out the section in the words 
“for the office of the Surveyor General rorthwest of the Ohio four 
thousand five hundred dollars;” on which, after some remarks 
from Messrs. GRAVES, R. GARLAND, and EVANS, in favor, 
and Messrs. JONES and CRABBin opposition to the amend- 
ment, the vote was taken, and the CHAIR decided it was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. GRAVES called for a division, and the CHAIR an- 
nounced fur the amendment 17, against it 82; uo quorum hav- 
ing voted, . 

Tellers were demanded, and, being appointed, the vote was 
again taken, and resulted—ayes 33, noes 91. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. STANLY moved to strike out the words “three hundred 
dollars” in the compensation of the Commissioner of Public 


Buildings; which, 

‘After some remarks from Mr. STANLY in favor, and 
Messrs. JONES and LINCOLN in opposition, was with- 
drawn. : 

Mr. STANLY moved to strike out, in the compensation to 
the officers and clerks of the branch mint at Charlotte, North 
Carolina, the words “six thousand doliars,”’ and insert “four 
thousand five hundred dollars ” p 

Afier some remarks from Mr. STANLY in favor of, and Mr. 
CONNOR in opposition to the amendment, 

Mr. OGLE offered, as an amendment to the amendment, to 
strike out all appropriations for the various branch mints at 
Charlotte, Dahlonega, and New Orleans; . 

Which, after some remarks from Mr. OGLE in favor of the 
amendment, and Messrs. SHEPARD, LEWIS WILLIAMS, 
and GRAHAM in opposition, was disagreed tu. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the committee rise; 
agreed to; and , i 

rhe SPEAKER having resumed the chair, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the IHouse adjourn; upon which 
question, i 

Mr. DUNCAN asked the ayes and noes, which were not 
ordered; , : 

Andthe UWouse adjourned at half-past six o’clock, p. m. 
Tuesday evening. 


which was 


on 


IN SENATE, 
Torspay, April 23, 1840. - 

The CHAIR announced a communication from the Navy 
Department, transmitting a statement of the contracts made 
by the Commissioners of the Navy during the year 1839: laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petitionof Henry T. Goodyear, 
and others, of South Florida, praying a grant of land for the 
purpose of raising tropical fruits and other purposes: referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. TAPPAN also presented the petitionsof Jacob House- 
man, and others, and William C. Bethell, and others, all pray- 
ing for pre-emption tights to enable them to make settle- 
menta on some of the Florida Keys: referred tothe same cem- 
mittee, 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pensions, made an 
adverse report on the petition ofthe widow of John Nester; 
which was ordered to be printed. . 

Mr. PEARCE, from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on the petitions of William Coley and Hester Hill, which 
were ordered tu be printed. g 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
was recommitted the memorial of D. 8. Gardiner, moved that 
the committee be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof; which motion wasagreed to. 

Mr. IL. from the same committee, made adverse reports on 
the memorials of James Crook and Susan Murphy; which 
were ordered to be printed. 7 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which was referred the petition of Robert McCarty, made an 
unfavorable report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. L. on leave, introduced a bill to extenda portion of the 
laws of the United States over the Territory of Oregon; which, 
on motion by Mr. L. was laid on the table, and ordered to be 

printed. 
; The sesolution submitted by Mr. LUMPKIN, and laid on the 
table on Friday last, was taken up and adopted. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the petition of James Mill 
and Stalker, for the loss of a steamboat, which had been re- 


. ported on adversely by the Committee on Claima,. was, with 


the accompanying pa 


ers, recommittedto said committee, 


On motion by Mr, WILLIAMS, the several bills that had 


363 


been presented on the subject of a general bankrupt law were 
taken up, and made the order of the day for to-morrow week. 

On motion by Mr. LUMPKIN, the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of McCardy and Whitesides. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia, reporied a bill supplementary to the act for the erec- 
tion of acourt-house in the town ef Alexandria, and a bill for 
lighting the Capitol and President’s squares, with the Pennsyl- 
vania avenue, with carbonated hydrogen gas; which were seve- 
rally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the communication of Mr. 
Mills, the architect of the public buildings, on the same sub- 
ject, was ordered to be printed. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Wurrz of Indiana, calling 
on the Secretary of the Treasury for information as te the 
names and number of banks in which special deposites were 
made, in anticipation of ‘Treasury notes, was taken up. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to postpone it indefinitely, on the 
ground that the information had already been communicated by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to a resolution sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from Magsachusette, (Mr. Davis ] 

After some remarks froin Messrs. HUBBARD and WHITE. 
the question was taken, and resulted—yeas 17, nays 18. , 

Me. HUBBARD then moved to amend the resolution, by in- 
serting the words, “so far as the same information has not been 
before communicated to the Senate;” which amendment having 
been agreed to, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. DIXON, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claim 
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs at law of Edwar 
Wade, deceased; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Several reports of the standing cowmiltees, that were lying 
onthe table, were takeo up, and concurred in. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Public Buildings, 
to which had been referred the joint resolution from the 
House, for the relief of Masterson and Smith, reported it with- 
out amendment; and the same being taken up, and considered 
asin committees of the whole, was, after being amended, o1- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, the bill to provide for the set- 
tlement of the Claims of the State of Maine for the services of 
her militia, was taken up, and considered as in committee of 
the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motión by Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the settlement of 
the claims of the State of New Hampshire for the services of 
her militia, was taken up, and cousidered as in committee! of 
the whole, aid ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the joint resolution from the 
House to continue two clerks employed in the office of the Com- 
isissioner of Indian Affairs, was taken up, and considered as in 
committee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

‘he bill in addition to the acts respecting the judicial system 
of the United States, was faken uf, and, after a debate, in 
which Messrs. WEBSTER, CRITTENDEN, HENDERSON 
BUCHANAN, and SMITH of Indiana took part, was ordered 
to be engroseed for a third reading. 

The bill to amend the act entitled an act supplementary to 
theactto amend the judidial sysiem of the Un ewe Was 
taken up, and was discussed by Messrs. BUCHANAN, CLAY. 
TON, WEBSTER, SMITH of Indiana, GRUNDY, DA MER. 
RICK; but belore taking any question, 

The Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, April 29, 1840. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a petition of a number of 
citizens engaged in the hat making business, praying for an 
imposition of a duty on foreign articles connected with the: 
manufacture of hats; which was referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures, ant! ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of citizens of Wash- 
ington county, Me. praying the enactment of a generai bauk- 
rupt law; which waa laid on the table. 

Mr. TAPPAN offered certain depositions taken in the case of 
Langtree and O’Sullivan; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Commitiee on Foreign Relations, to 
which was referred the memorial of William D. Jones, made 
an advers report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS, froma the Committee on the Public Landa, 
to which was referred;the memorial of the “Polish Exiles,” 
praying to Le allowed to settle and cultivate the lands heretotore 
granted to them by the United States, and the petition of a 
number of settlers on the public lands in Minois, praying that 
their pre-emption tights may not be affected by. the grant to the 
Polish Exiles, asked to be discharged from their further con- 
sideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial uf Joshua Kennedy, made 
an averse report thereon; which was ordered to be. printed. 

Mr. LINN also, from the same committee, reported a bill 
confirming to Joshua Kennedy, aseignee of Cornelius McCur- 
tin, his tile to an island iu the Tensaw river; 
which was1ead, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, to which was 
referred the resolution in relation to the extension of the .port 
of New Orleans, reported a billto extend the limite of the port 
of New Orieans; which was read, and ordere1- to a second 
seading, and the report ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. PRESTON, the bill to regulate the duties 
on the importation of productions of the fine aris, was conei- 
dered as Mm committee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. i 

The joint resolution for the relief of Langtree and O'Sullivan, 
was taken up. and discussed by Messrs. TAPPAN, SOUTH- 


_ARD, WHITE, SMITH of Indiana, and ALLEN, and was, on 


motion by Mr. A. Jaid on the teble. 
fa _ BILLS PASSED. 
The joint resolution from the House, for the relief of Master- 
gonand Smith; N 
The bill to provide for the settlement ofthe claims of the Btate 
of Maine for the services of her militia; 

The bill for the settlement of the claima of the State of New 
Hampshire, for the services of her militia; rs 
The joint resolution from the Mouse to continue Ps magivd 

employed in the office of the Commissioner of: an Af- 

faiis; and : nites i 
The bill in addition to the acta respecting ate judicial system 

of the Uniied States; 

were severally reada third time, and passed. 
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Oa motion by Mr. NORVELL, the bill granting to the State 
of Michigan a quantity of land to aid in constructing a canal 
around the Falls of st. Marie, was taken up, and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, ayes 20, noes 16, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Clay of Alabama, Fuuon, Grundy, 
Henderson, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, Notvell, Porter, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith vt Indiana, Tappan, Walker, Web- 
ster, White, Wrigni, aud Youug—20. 


NAYS—Mesars. Anderson, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of i 


Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Qixon, Hubbard, Knight, 
Lumpkin, Merrick, Pierce, Prenuss, Preston, Southard, 
and Sturgeon—16. 

: _ORDERS OF THE BDAY. 

The bill granting one township of land to the Territory of 
Florida for the establishment of the Dade Institute, was taken 
up 25 in committee of the whole, and was advocated at some 
length by Mr. FULTON, and opposed by Mr. SOUTHARD; 
When, on motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, it was laid on the 
table. 

The bill to authorize the Mount Carmel and New Albany 
Railroad Company to enter, ona credit, a quantity of land to aid 
the company in the construction of a railroad from New Alda- 


ny,in the State of Indiana, to Mount Carmel, ın the State of | 


Illinois, and for other purposes, was taken up, and after being 
amended, on motion by Mr. SMITH, it was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. c 

The bill for the benefit of the Selmaand Tennessee Railroad 
Company was taken up, and after some remarks from Mr. 
BENTON, it was ordered to lie ou the table. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then maved a reconsideration of the pre- 
ceding bill, which hadjust been ordered to be engrossed; which 
after adiscussion, in which Messrs. CRITTENDEN, SMITH 
of Indiana, WHITE, BENTON, MERRICK, YOUNG, and 


KING, was agreed to; and the amendment was reconsidered and ; 


negatived, | 
The question again coming up, it was ordered to be engross- 
ed fora third reading—yeas 17, nays 10, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesars. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Crittenden, | 
Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, King, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, ; 
Porter, Robinson, Smith of Indiana, Walker, Webs er, White, | 


and Young—17. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Pierce, Preston, Sevier, Sturgeon, and Tappan—l0. 


The bill for the benefit of the Selma and Tennessee Railroad 


Company was again taken up, and after some remarks by 
Messrs. KING and CLAY of Alabama, it was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. ` 

The bill to amend the act entitled an act supplementary to the 
act to amend the judicial system of the United States, was ta- 
ken up, ani! alter some remarks by Messrs. BUCHANAN, 
CUTHBERT, SMITH of Indiana, and SEVIER, its further 
consideration was postponed until Wednesday next. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of Executive bu- 
sivese, and afterwards 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WEDNESDAY, April 29, 1840. 

Mr. C. H, WILLIAMS sent io the Car, for the purpose of 
having it printed, a paper which he inteuded to offer as an 
amendment to the bill making appropriations to the Military 
Academy at West Point. $ 

Mr, BURKE of New Hampshire, from the select committee 
appointed on the transactions of the CugrK with Mr. Langtree 


about supplying stationery forthe House, moved that that com- | 


mittee be authorized to employ a clerk. 

Mr. GRAVES moved to nend the motion, by granting the 
same pow:r to each of the six Committees on Expenditures in 
the Departments, and also to the Commiitee for the District of 
Coijumbia. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said that every day those belonging to the 
committees, were seen m the lobbies. The motion now submit- 
ted was to have an army of clerks; and it came from those who 
were always complaining of the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment. These clerks were idle at least four days in the six. Is 
it (said Mr. P.) to ve tolerated? If members of the committee 
did their duty, they could dispense with clerks. They did not 
want time or ability, but attention and punctuality; and why 
should those who are sent here by the people to do business, 
get other persons to do it for them? Mr. P. could cast his eye 
into the lobbies now, and recognise two clerks of committees 
preen. The other day he saw three or four. Ie hoped the 

Jouse would pause, before they acted with such gross incon- 
sistency as to appoint the number of clerks asked for. Most of 
the committees had but two days’ workin a week, and yet 
wanted clerks! Mr. P was one of the Committee for the Dis. 
trict of Columbia during the last long session. They had the re- 
newal of the charters of the District banks, and all the variety 
of business now before that committee to attend to. There was 


no necessity for a clerk then. All that they had to complain | 


of was want of punctuality in the members. Mr. P. had been 
on several committees since, and had had the same cause for 
complaint, and hoped the House would not appoint an army of 
clerks. 

Mr. GRAVES withdrew so much of his amendment as had 
reference to the Committee for the District of Columbia, and 
added that the clerks should be paid only for the time in which 
they were actually employed. 


Mr. LEET remarked that he thought the Select Committee, | 


whose chairman has reported this resolution, ought to be al- 
lowed a clerk; there would be a pon propriety init. If the 
subject referred to them received that extended and full inves- 
tigation which he presumed it would, it must strike every gentle- 
man that much writing will have to be done. The probability is, 
that a large number of witnesses will be examined, and, in- 
deed, the inquiry may run back through several previous 
Congresses. He felt, however, no solicitude about it, and 
would be satisfied with any decision the House may make. 
He had a word to eay in regard to the motion of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mı. Graves ] He thought it was unnecessa- 
ry, as that motion proposed to provide for clerks for the several 
‘ommitiees of Accounts and Expenditures in the Departments, 
until they asked this louse for them. If those committees, or 
any of them, deem it necessary to institutean inquiry, and find 
that the assistance ofa clerk is needed to facilitate their labore, 
eo far as he knew now, he would vote for it. Buthe was un- 
willing to anticipate the matter by adopting the amendment of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Graves,] and thereby fur 
nishing clerks to these committees, without being called on to 
do so. Ie (Mr. L.) suggested that the honorable gentleman 
would withdraw his amendment, and not encumber the resolu. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tion of the honorable gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. 


BURKE. } f 
Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS was in favor of allowing commit- 
tees of investigation the assistance of a clerk, as in ail such ca- 
ses there was a very great amount of labor to perform, which 
couid not be done in any reasonable time by the members of 
the committee themselves, The gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia had eaid he was willing to grant them a clerk when they 
should ask for one. But had not the chairman of the commit- 
tec asked forone? Certainly he had, and urged the House to 
grant his request. It was a well known fact, thatin these com- 
mittees of investigation, their effurts were in some Cases ren- 
dered nugatory, for want of the assistance of a clerk to assist 
them in the great amount of labor to be performed. Te, there- 


fore, hoped the gentleman from Pennsylvania woul! no longer ; 
object to the employ ment of a clerk by the select committee, of . 


which the gentleman from Louisiana was¢hairman. As to the 
other committees, he could not say mnch about them, except 
that when they were charged with any special investigation, 
required to be acted upon at once, it would be necessary for 
them to have a clerk. 

Mr. COST JOHNSON was glad thie motion had been made, 
asking the appointment of a clerk, and that an amendment had 
been offered, asking the allowance of clerks to other commit- 
tees. He nad always considered the assistance of a clerk ne- 
cessary in many of the committees, when the amount of labor 
was necessarily so very great. He would, by consent of the 
House, move a still further amendment; which was, that the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and the Select Commit- 
tee on the subject of a National Foundry, be also permitted to 
employ aclerk. It was absolutely impossible for the members 
of those committees to go through the mass of business without 
one, and he would say, that if the House should refuse, a large 
portion of the papers must be reported without examination, or 
incur the expenses of printing, which would amount to more 
than the clerk; but if a clerk be allowed the committee, the €x- 
pense of printing would be saved. 

Mr. CRAIG opposed the motion, in a few remarka, which 
were not distinctly heard, and concluded by moving the previ- 
ous question. 

Mr. BURKE now wished to withdraw his motion, but as 
he had madeit by order of a committee, the Cua ruled that 
he had no power to do 80. 

Mr. CONNOR moved to lay the whole subjec: on the table, 
and on that motion demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered; and were—ycas 100, nays 56. So the resolution was 
Jaid on the table. 


Mr. LINCOLN asked the indulgence of the House to permit | 


him, at this time, to present the memorial of William Wright, 
in reference to the manner in which the debt lately due to the 
United States from the Commonwealth Bank, in Bzston, had 
been satisfied. 

Leave having been granted, Mr. L. presented the memorial, 
and moved its reference to a select committee, upon which he 
expressed a desire not to be placed. The committee was there- 
upon ordered. 

“The CHAIR announced that the business first before the 
House was the report of the Select Committee on the case of 
Messrs. Bynum and GARLAND. 

Mr. J. W. JONES said the pressing character of the appro- 
priation bill; the absolute necessity ofits immediate passage, to 
supply the wants of the Government, made it his imperative 
duty to move the postponement of the consideration of the re- 
port until Friday next; which motion was agreed to, without a 


count. 

Mr. RAMSEY askcd and obtained leave to presenta memo- 
rial of Mr. Sullivan, and have it referred to the Committee on 
Stationery. 

Mc. CLIFFORD obtained leave to correct an erroneous state- 
mentin the report of the Globe, in which it was stated that he 
(Mr. C.) was included among a list of members who had been 
returned as in custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms, and whose fine 
had heen remitted. Mr.C. had been in attendance in his place 
the whole night, and had never been in custody, or discharged 
from it, with or without the payment of fees. He had no 
doubt the mistake had originated through inadvertence. The 
Reporter of the Globe had promised to have it corrected; but he 
thought it proper tu make the statement to the House, that 
others might correct it, if they have been misled by the report 
mentioned. 

Mr. HAND desired to make an explanation, which he thought 
was due to the honorable gentleman [Mr. Smita] of Maine. It 
was reported in the last evening’s Globe, that he stated that 
some eng after answering to their names, absented 
themselves. This remark, Mr. H. vaid, he believed, was not 
applicable to the gentleman from Maine, though it might be co 
understeod from its juxtapos tion, by those who did not under: 
stand the subsequent proceedings. 

Many members had been brought in. It was breakfast time 
and sevefal gentlemen supposing those who had come in would 
be aufficient to form a quorum, had taken that opportunity to 
obtain some. But so many left, that the House seemed in 
danger ofan involuntary dissolution by the individual disper- 
sion of the members, and the House was idle for want ofa quo- 
rum. He moved acall. The SezaKer said this was notin 
order, without first dispensing with the one not completed. He 
(Mr. H.ythen explained, that he wished a supplemental call 
by order, as had been dene before that night. That he wished 
the roll called over. The Speaker replied that, by naming 
absentees, a motion to take into custody would be in order. 
That knowing that a call ofthe absentees, or taking yeas and 
nays, would arrest the attention of members, and bring many to 
seats, and at the same time avoid meddling with the call in any 
manner, he then named three of his personal and political 
friends who had been active all night, and the gentlemana from 
Maine being first named, the vote was first moved upon him 
and passed nem con; when his frend and colleague [Col. Pren- 
Tiss,] who was sitting by his sido, immediacy moved a re- 
consideration; upon which he, Mr. H. called the yeas and nays, 
avowing his purpose, which were ordered, and the motion car- 
ried, as he thought unanimously, until he saw by the papers 
there were a few negative rotes. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House then resolved it- 
self into Committee of the Whole (Mr. Casey in the chair) and 


_ resumed the consideration of the civil and diplomatic appro- 


priatioa bill. i, 

Mr W. C. JOHNSON moveid.to strike out the appropriation 
to carty on the branch mints at Dahlonega, in the State of 
Georgia. 

Mr. J. W. JONES hoped the motion thus unceremoniously 
todo away this establishment would not prevail, This estab- 


TT 
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lishment had recently gone into operatton; although its opera. 
tions have been not very extensive, the coinage was a very con. 
siderable sum. Its operations would excel that of the parent 
miat during the same period when it was firat established, A 
large amount of money had been expended in buildings and ap. 
paratus proper to conduct that important brauch of national 
interest, and now it was unceremoniously and prematurely pro. 
posed to abolish it without even giving the establishment a fair 
opportunity to develope iteelf—and thus to desert this vast 
amount of public property to go to ruin, without any person 
even to take charge of the property, to save It from depredation. 
lf this was the economy of the Opposition, he thought the na- 
tien could not be much benefited by it. He sincerely hoped 
gentlemen would consider the step they proposed totake; and 
trusted that this amendment, which goes to repeal an existing 
law, would not prevail. SO de saga hee ate OG 

Mr. COOPER expressed his surprise that the gentleman from 
Maryland should have proposed the abolishing of these insti. 
tutions, when the results were already 80 satisfactory. The 
very same objections now urged, might, with equal propriety, 
have been urged at the time these mints were, established; but 
now the money had been expended, and the mints been in ope- 
ration two years, it was proposed to abolish them. He would 
remind the gentleman that there were many powerful reasons 
for the continuance of thuse mints in North Carolina and Geor. 
gia; andone of those reasons was, that they opened a market to 
the laborious gold diggers of those countries for their gold, with- 
outobliging them tosubmit to the extortion of 8 eculatois, who 
formerly shaved them at the rate of seven, eight, and ten per 
cent. inthe product of their labor. Reason and common sense 
would dictate that the coining should be performed in the ve 
heart of the country where the precious metals were found. 
But the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Oct] yesterday 
had said that it was “an expensive business.” He would ask 
that gentleman to tell him whether he had ever found that the 
business of coinage in the United States was not an expensive 
business? y , 

Mr. C. then referred to the expenses attending the operations 
of the mintat Philadelphia, and asked why the same argu- 
ment wou!d not warrant the abolitien of that institution? 

Mr. C. then went on to show that if the whole amount of 
coinage were executed in the South, even at Dahlonega, it 
would be more economical than keeping up the Philadelphia 
mint. He said he would not detain the committee at that 
time, buton a proper occasion he would go into a detail of facts, 
showing thatif the mere saving of dollars was the object in 
view, on a question between the mint at Philadelphia and the 
branch at Dahlonega, the decision would be in favor of the 
branch. He did not consider it, however, a mere question of 
dollars and cents. The Government had a policy to carry out, 
which had not yet been fairly tested. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland hoped when the chairman of 
Ways and Means rose for the purpose of opposing the amend- 
ment, that he would have given some other argument why this 
mint should not be discontinued than that the Government had 
expended a great deai of money to put it into operation. He 
expected to hear from him an argument based on the ground of 
great national interest—that, te subserve some great national 
end, it should not be discontinued; but his only argument was, 
that the Gevernment had expended a great sum to put it in ope- 
ration. Ifno practical good could result io the expenditure of 
$11,500 to keep it in operation, the fact of saving that amount 
ought to be a strong argument for striking it out. He knew that 
it wag situated in the heart of a gold region, but he maintained 
that there was no saving to the Government on that account— 
the price of transportation of the bullion to Philadelphia being 
less than the cost to keep the establishment up. It was no 
saving on that score, buta drain on the ‘Treasury of $11,500. 
The argument used last year, when the same question was agi- 
tated, was that it was an infant establishment; try it but ano- 
ther year, and if it did not prove advantageous to the nation, 
abolish it. He then went into an argument to show that the ad- 
vantages then promised to the Government by keeping up the 
branch mints had not been realized, and that they shouid be esta- 
blished. The mint establishment at Philadelphia was adequate 
to all the wants of the Government. 

Mr. HABERSHAM was underatood to defend the mint as an 
object of great national policy: The establishment of tbis 
ment was in the country where he resided, and wae ir. the heart 
of a great coal country. Ithad had a tendency to encourage 
in that vicinity a spirit of enterprise. The inducements held 
out had caused many not only to search for gold, but otber va- 
luable metals in which that country abounds. That region 
abounds in the richest minerals, gold, silver, copper, and iron. 
Notwithstanding it was there, it would be useless for the want 
of capital, and enterprise, if this mint was abolizhed. Such 
was the case toa certain extent, before the establishment of this 
mint there. But since its establishment there was no want of 
capital; it had diverted capital from other sections to inveat in 
the mining operations there. The circumstance of its affording 
a ready market for bullion, anda fair equivalent for labor of 
this kind had given a new impulse to the mining operations; 
many persons are now engaged in it that heretofore would not 
touch it, Another advantage was that it prevents the old 
andsilver from being sold to the silversmith, to be mel up 
into wares, and prevented it from passing into foreign hands. 1: 
all finds its way now to the mint. The whole expenditure of 
the Government will be sunk, if the appropriation be withheld; 
the property of the Government would go to ruin. Mr. H. 
hen went into the causes of the wastage; and also to show the 
reasons why the operations of the mint had not been 50 as 
might have heen expected; he said that it took a long time to 
prepare the metal to give it a proper refinement, before itcould 
be coined, Its operations hereafter for that cause would be 
greater. 

Mr. STANLY obtained the floor, and made some remarks in 
relation to what he was understood to calla corrupt expendi- 
ture of the public money at the branch mint at Charlotte, onh 
Carolina; from the tenor of which remarks, it was inferred that 
he was in favor of abolishing that mint for that cause. Heex- 
hibited an accountof $218, incurred for the purchase of trees 
and shrubbery by the superintendent of that establishment, (Mr. 
Wheeler, ) to ornament the public grounds attached to that esia- 
blishment. Hecommented on the same, and denounced if, 
with the view, he said, of showing how beautifully these hum- 
bugs go together, and to show how this fellow (the superin- 
tendent) lived out of the public spoils. He made other re- 
marks, the tenor of which may be inferred by the replies of 
his colleagues. 

Mr. BLACK said he had risen without consultation with 
any party, either In that House or out of ft, to aet the mark of 


his decided disapprobatien upon the ve extraordinary act- 
count to which the gentleman from North Carollva had called 
the attention of the committee. I regret. mr, said Mr B. that 
euch an account had ever been incurred of presented agains 
the Government, and more especially he regretted that the Go- 
vernment had paidit, So far as the amount ol money was con- 
cerned, it was a small mater; but the principle invoived was 
the same, whether the expenditure was one dollar or one mil- 
lion of dollare. He waa the blind advocate of no man or any 
zet of men on earth; he acknowledged his adhesion to no party 
rave that of the glorious and gallant State Rights men of the 
South, par excellence, the Nullifiers, for whom he claimed, in 
the face of the world, the high and honorable distinction of a 
pure, disinterested, s 
dent of men; therefore, come from what quarter it may, he 
was ready and willing to go with the gentleman fiom North 
Carolina, ot with any other man on that floor, in condemning 
and exposing any and every instance of political degeneracy. 
Mr. B. said he wished to deal with facta. Let the Op- 
position cease t0 iadulge, as they had too often done, in vague 
amd general denunciation of fraud and corruption. It was pure 
declamation; let them come up to the mark with facts and spe- 
cifications; this was what he had called on them to do all 
along; and whenever they did it, as in this instance, and pro- 
ducal conclusive proof of their charges of fraud, he he'd him- 
seif obligated to do every thing in his power to forward an in- 
a and, when error was detected, to expose and con- 
nit 
He recognised no power in any Department of the Federal 
Government to contract such an account, nor had this House 
any constitutional authority to appropriate money to pay it. 
The superintendent of the branch mint at Charlotte, had clearly 
exceeded hia official duties in purchasing these plants and 
flowers, The Government bad departed from the strict Ene of 
its duty in passing the account, and we shall -he clearly in vio- 
lation of our duty if we appropriate money to pay for this 
North Carolina flower garden. But why is it that this fraud 
has not been previously investigated? Why wasit permitted to 
slumber from 1735, the date nf the account, until this particular 
period of time, when the claims of Georgia were legitimately 
before the House? Yesterday, the appropriation for the branc 
mint ia North Carolina was under discussion, and was retained 
in the bill; during all that discussion, we heard nothing of these 
bulbous roots and tender exotics. Why were they not then in- 
troduced to the notice of the committee, instead of being thrust 
forward at this time, when the conecquence may be to embar- 
Tass the claims of the branch mint at Dahlonega to the favora- 
ble consideration of this House? Although he was willing, at 
all times, te investigate any matter where there was even the 
least appearance of frand, ye. he besought the House not to 
entertain a prejudice against the mint establishment in Georgia 
on account of any supposed corrupticns which may exist at 
the branch in North Carolina. He ventured to say that nosuch 
account would be presented from Dahlonega—the soil of his 
own State, emphatically the land of noble trees and beautiful 
flowers, could furnish, if it were competent for this Govern- 
ment to engage in such improvements, as rare and exquisite 
imens of vegetable production as any oiher quarter of the 
globe; but even if it couid not, he was not prepared to vote mo- 
ney out of the Treasury for the consummation of so questiona- 
ble an object. 
Having said thua much, said Mr. B. in order to avert any 
pre} 
at Dahlonega, by unnecessarily bringing into this discussion 
the sa frauds at Charlotte, he would now proceed to 
speak w the merits of the question now before the House. 
His friend from Maryland [Mr. Jounson} had moved to 
strike out this section of the bill, which provides the appro- 
priation of thousand dollars for defraying the expenses 
of the branch mint at Dahloneza, in Georgia. This motion 
was based solely on the ground of economy, for he would not 
believe that the honorable gentleman from Maryland enter- 
tained any*feeling of hostility towarde the institution i:self, or 
desired to withdraw the ordinary appropriations for carrying 
it on, except on the ground of expediency, and a saving to 
the Government. How, then, stands the question of ECONOMY 
in this case? This Government must coin money—tbere is a 
constitutional requisition on the subject—and, in accordance 
with that requisi:ion, national mints, for the manufacture of 
coin, must necessarily be established, otherwise Congress could 
not, as required by the Constitution, “coin money.” These 
establishments had been placed at Philadelphia, New Orleans, 
Dahlonega in Georgia, and at Charlotte in Mecklenburg coun- 
ty, North Carolina. If the question as to their location, was 
to come up de novo, where, think you, a disinterested man, 
who had no object to accomplish but the good of the people, 
would locate them? Why precisely in the heart of the gold or 
silver region, if such a region existed in the country at all; 
and if not, then neareat that port into which the greatest quan- 
tity of bullion, or of the precious metals in thetr crude state, 
were imported from foreign countries. In making such a loca- 
tion, all the risk and expense of transportation would be saved, 
and the original producer would not be saddied with the losses 
which must ensue from the multiplication of agents necessary 
tothe successful operation of a mint situated at a great dis- 
tance from the point of production. In such a case the natural 
order would be preserved; and instead ofconstanily transporting 
the material, at great expense, to the place of manufacture, 
you would make but one transportation of the machinery to 
the spot, where every thing would be found ready to your hand. 
If economy, then, was the object, why does not the centleman 
propose to abolish the mint at Philadelphia? Does the soil of 
that city, or of Pennsylvania, or of any of the neighboring 
States, produce gold and silver in any quantity, or of any qua- 
lity! Are there any surface or vein mines in the streets of 
the city of brotherly Juve? Do they abound, as does the whole 
region about Dahlonega, with the yellow ore of the South? 
No, sir, the verieat alchymist could turn nothing there into 
gol qaot even if he hadaccess to the vaults of the United States 
Bank—unless, indeed, the rotabie fiction of the transmutation of 
metals should turn out at last to he a solemn truth. Jf, then, 
sir, the city of Philadelphia be barren of gold, the next uestion 
is, can the port of that city compete with that of New York or 
Boston in the importation of the precious metals from abroad? 
T have no statistical data now before me, upon which I might 
base an estimate; but the received opinion is, that where Phila- 
deipbia imports one dollar of foreign gold, either of the other 
cies imports a hundred. And yet, sir, the gentleman from 
Philadelphia (Mr. Ocis} yesterday proposed to put a barrel of 
powder under the mint o Lagat in the very heart of the 
geld region, and blow it up, upon the score, as he said, of eco- 
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nomy. Why, sir, l doubt not the time will come, when labor 
and improved machisery shall have been successfully applied 
to the development of the illimitable resources of the Cherokeo 
country in Georgia—when, instead of applying the torch to the 
branch mint at Dahlonega, the mother mint itself in Philadel- 
phia will bs blown sky high. a 

But it is said that the mint in Georgia isan Apense the Go- 
vernment: if this be an objection to the minyñn Georgia, it is 
equally true with respect to that in Philadephia. Where, let 
me ack, was there ever ay establishment fg@f the coinage of mo- 
ney, that was not an expepse, either to ty@ Government or the 
individual who owned it. `; 

A mint does not increasathe quanti 


Sır, said Mr. B there 1s anotfier, and not less interesting view 
ofthis case. Asa Representglive from the State of Georgia, as 
a Southern man, deeply inte 
my own State, above all ot 
not but feel jealous of every 


rs, but of the whole South, Icean- 

movement here, the tendency of 
which will be to strike at our favorite theory of free trade, and 
by implication at our preposed system of directimportations. If 
the principles of free tiade were brought to bear upon this 
subject, every thing would be left to ite obvious position and 
natural course. But if the motion on your table prevails 
that position and that course will be violently interru. ted, and 
instead of placing your mint in the midst of your gold, you re- 
move it to a distance, and locate it in a remote region, when ail 
the difficulties of transportation must be encountered before you 
can begin to compete with the more natural location. Sir, 
free trade is natural trade, and the natural position of an es- 
tablishment which. isto supply the medium of that trade, is 
precisely at that place where the commodity, to be used in 
manufacturing that medium, can be procured at the least pos- 
sible expense. 

Sir, said Mr. B. the South makes cottan, and the South 
makes gold—both of these articles are cash in the market of 
the world. The North produces neither of them, and yet she 
has managed, through our facile acquiescence in her monopoly 
of trade, to fertilize her barten and trozen hills, and enrich her 
energetic and enterprising population. And this she has ac- 
complished by appropriating to her own benefit the intermedi- 
ate use of these peculiar productions of our soil and labor. 

Heretofore we have submitted to an unnecessary Northern 
agency inthe disposition of our cotton. and if we follow in the 

same track, we will send our gold to Philadelphia to be struck 
into coin. Southern enterprise and ingenuity are not compe- 
tent to conduct successfully a mint at Dahlonega, where the 
gold grows, hut the precious metal, afier it has been ga- 
thered by Southern labor, must be sent to a Northern city for 
eoinage. 

But, sir, said Mr. B. suppose the gent'eman could succeed in 
his effort to abolish this branch mint at Dahlonega, what, let 
me ask him, would he have accomplished? Why he would 
take from the enterprising, industrious, and patriotic people of 
that section of Georgia, perhaps the most interesting part of 
the State, an institution which had greatly contributed to their 
prosperity. In that region there are numerous gold diggers and 
miners, whoee labor supplies the mint. If that establishment 
be abolished they will be obliged either to export to foreign 
countries, or sell it at a loss from 8 to 10 per cent. in its crude 
state, to Northern speculators, or bank agents. Yes, sir, abo- 
lish the mint in that region, and you throw open the donrto 
numerous extortioners and speculators, men who live not by 
the sweat of their brows, but who make their daily bread by 
their wit, ends, and appropriate to themselves, by their tricke- 
ry and cunning, 
the people, who now have acoess to a mint wheregheir week's 
labor may be converted into coin of a known and ascertained 
value, will be subjected to the tender mercies of men who will 
get from them, on the best terms they can, the precious metal 
in its crude state, and the loss of at least ten per cent, will fall 
upon the lessintelligent but more honest laborer. 

1 am eure, sir, my friend from Maryland has not fully con- 
sidered the consequences of his motion; if he had he would 
not have made it; for I am willing to believe that no man 
man breathes, more devoted than heis to Southern interest and 
institutions. 

Mr. CONNOR replied to the remarks of Mr. STANLY, and 
spoke against the abolishment of the branch mint. 

Mr. DAWSON opposed the amendment with mneh earnest- 
ness, Ile arguedasa reason why the product of the mines in 
Georgia, and the amount of coinage which, to acertain extent, 
depended on the mining operations, were not fo great as were 
anticipated, that labor was much higher in Georgia than any 
year previous. For the reason that the labor was more produc- 
tive that year than at any previous years, the whole Jabor was 
converted from the mines tothe growing of cotton. But this 
year labor being much cheaper and much depressed, it would 
drive the whole mass of labor to the mines, and the conse- 
qnence, he said, would be, that the coinage at that establishment 
this year would be much greater than in the past year. Mr. 
D. then showed the comparative operations of the parent mint 
at Philadelphia for the first 
branch mint at Dahlonega, Ga. for the first two years, The pa- 
rent mint had, in the five years above mentioned, coined only 
an aggregate of $71,000; whilst the branch mint, situated in & 
forest, had, in the first year of its existence, coined forty 

r cent. more than the firat five years of the parent mint; and 
in the second year (1829) had coined $123,870; and if it had sil- 
ver, it would have coined four times that amount. Tie con- 
tended that the only counteracting power to prevent the coin 
from going to the commercial citiesin the East and North, was 
to pertinaciously hold on to the mints. 

One of the greatest reasons that this mint should be conti- 
nued, was that it was situ ted in the heart of one of the richest 
mineral regions, Every variet of oreista be found there in 
the greatest abundance; and in the course ofa few years, in con- 
sequence of the new impulse given to enterprise by the 
erection of this mist, this country would become one of the rich- 
es! portions of the world. Capital was flowing in from every 
section of the world; and scientific men were attracted there 
in great numbers. Thus would a development of the rich re- 
sources of the earth be produced, and would result not to the 
interest of Georgia alone, but to the wealth and greatneas and in- 
terest of the whole nation. Tt was the usefulness of this mint he 
advocated; and did not go for it because it happened to be lo- 
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cated in Georgia. Ho was nat governed by sectional feelings, 
but by great national feelings. He testified to the economical 
administration of the mint at Dahlonega, and certified to the 
good character of the superingendent—he was an honest man. 
The amountof expenditures in that mint waa small in compari- 
son to other mints. 

Mr. CONNOR here reada statement showing the expendi- 
tures at Charlotte and Dahlonega for three years, which proved 
them to be nearly equal. 

Mr. HUBBARD rose to congratulate the country that the ex- 
travagance in our public officers was about to be lopped off 
by consent of both parties, There was no method but to re- 
duce them to proper allowance—compel them to live carefully 
and economically. But, sir, whilst we are at this work, I request 
gentlemen of the opposite party not to look so sharp for the 
mote in the eye of the Democrats, but look more to remove the 
beam from theirown. Letthem cut off these extravagant ap- 
propriations of millions, for purposes that enrich one section. 
ef the Union, whilst they impoverish the other. I speak of 
gentlemen as a party—the gentleman from Georgia pereonally 
opposes all of them: as to this item of flowers, if he gentleman 
would goto the mother mint of PhiiadeIphia, he would perhaps 
find it there to a greater extent; and perhaps he would find that 
it commenced before the election of General Jackson, and long 
before Mr. Van Ruren waselected. 

Mr. SHEPARD would not trouble the committee with an elec- 
tioncering speech, but he would make a few suggestions to 
those who were so hostileto the branch mints. Since his at- 
tention had been called to this matter, yesterday afternoon, 
he had found, by a documenton his table, the amount of gold 
ang eilver imported to this country at different periods of time. 
During the last year, 1839, the amount of bullion imported at 
the city of Philadelphia was $50,000. Ho had not been able 
to sum up the amountsimported into New York, Roston, and 
other Northern cities, but, on casting his eye ever the tabu- 
lor statement before him, it appeared that the greatest 
amount imported into this country had come tothe city of New 
Orleans. Now, when gentlemen contended that we had more 
mints than were necessary, the real question would he, which 
of them ought to be abolished—those in the South, in the very 

heart of the gold country, and where the foreign bullion was 
imported, or the one at Philadelphia, where not a single grain 
ofthe precious metals was produced, and where but little was 
received from foreign countries? At the commencement of the 
Government, Philadelphia was the great emporium of com- 
merce; here was established the Mint and the National Bank; 
arevolution had since taken place in the business of the ceun- 
try, and yet, by means of these national institutions, Philadel- 
phia has continued to be the depot of coin, and to control the 
commercial affairs of the Union. Sir, it is time to destroy these 
sectional privileges; itis time to place every city and every 
State on an equal footing, and submit to the operation of theee 
natural causes, which, if left alone, would produce the greatest 
amount ofnational wealth. If the question were new, the de- 
cision might be doubtful; but as the expenditure has been made, 
the house erected, and the machinery at work, why throw 
away this labor and expense? Why destroy establishmenta 
situated in the region where trade and nature have accu- 
mulated the precious metals, in order to favor @ city, whither 
only attificial regulation would direct them. : z 

ive these branch mints a fair trial. The member from 
Pennsylvania had stated that the coin struck at the three South- 
ern mints had cost one-fourth, ora third, of the amount coined. 
This may be true, and this was probably the case with the 
mammoth at Philadelphia during the first year of its establish- 
ment. But this is not an argument, The honorable member is 
a lawyer, and probably his library, his horse and carriage, and 
other necessary outfits for a travelling attorney, were five times 
more than the amount of his briefs during the early years of 
practice; and would the member therefore aay that the settin 
up Jaw was a bad business? World he not rather wait, an 
give his industry and abilities a fair and longer trial? During 
$600,000 were coined at the three bran-h minte. 
The amount is gradually and surely increasing; and if gentle- 
men will be patient, and if Philadelphia receive from this Go- 
vernment no attificial advantages, by having the control of the 
paper system, or some other trick of the Federal head, I feel 
assured that ina few yeater the greatest amount of coin wil 
proceed from the Southern mints. Sir my constituents are not 
immediately interested in this appropriation; they are very far 
from Charlotte; they will never have the least benefit from this 
expenditure; but as a North Carolinian I am opposed to the 
destruction of the mint until ample experience proves it tu be 
expensive and useless. l woull despise to advocate a propo- 
sion because a little advantage might accrue to the South; but, 
sir, when North Carolina and Georgia have the precious me» 
tals in the bosom of their soil, when trade bringato New Orleans 
a vast amount of foreign coin and bullion, why shonid our 
mints be destroyed, and the one at Philadelphia be sustained. 

But a charge had been made against the superintendent of 
the mint in North Carolina, and it seemed that he had expended 
the sum of $218 in ornamenting the building with trees, &c. 
Now he wou'd not say that he was in favorofsuch expendi- 
tures, but did we not act upon the same principle ourselves? 
Would notthe eame objection apply to the expenditure for 
trees, flowers, &c. for ornamenting the public walks and gar- 
dene of this Capitol. These trees did not belorg to private ine 
dividuals; they were the property of the public, and the poor- 
est man in the community could enjoy the walke, and inhale 
the fregrance of the flowers, as well as he who expended a 
f the public money on such improvements. 
As expenditures of this nature were for objects belonging to the 
people, and not for individuals, it placed the matter in an en- 
tiroly new light. But yet he would admit that he could not er 
courage such expenditures; and if gentlemen thought that the 
superintendent of this mint hadacted wrong, the Secretary of 
the Treasury might dock it fram his ealary. 

The gentleman from Georgia gaid, that the new policy ofthe 
Government would drive all the coin of the country Into the 
large cities. Sir, the policy of thie Government cannot alier the 
laws of trade. Coin will go where it ie wanted, or where peo- 
ple have something to pay for it; and their need be no fear on 
this subject, n the minds of those who are in favor of curtail- 
ing the paper system, and making the Government and people 
of this great country, independent of those whore business it 
is to manufacture currency. If the old policy should continues 
there wiil not be much necessity for specie any W ereet ood 
town or country; the mean currency will drive away it goo i 
and we shall again be flooded with issues of paper. the remarks 
have departed from the subject. 7 merely TeRi S ortunity of 
of the gentleman, from Georgia, and I take the OPP 
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saying that T do not suppose it possible to dispense with banks 
or paper money. My principle is to extend and strengthen the 
basis of specie, and to make banks sudject to the laws of the 
land. These mints will probably have a good effect in sup- 
_ plying us with good currency, and it is auo.her argument in 
their favor. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD hoped this debate would now terminate; 
but he wished to make one suggestion, which was, that, in case 
the mints should be abolished, the salaries of the officers would 
aill be authorized by law. Now, if they intended to legislate 
on these mints, they ought also, at the same time, to legisiate on 
all the various interests connected with them. In reference to 
these mints, he would say that, if the question was now whe- 
ther they should be created, he might perhaps oppose them; 
or if the question was in a proper form before them to repeal 
the law under which they had been created, he might bein favor 
of doing away with them all, except one great national mint. 
But that could not be effected in the manner proposed; and if 
the amendment should prevail, the loss to Government would 
be greater than the amount proposed to be appropriated. 

r. McKAY hoped this debate would speedily be brought to 
a close; and, as he did not wish to add any thing to the delay, 
he would make but a few brief remarks, in addition to what had 
already been advanced, in defence of these branch minis. 

The Constitution gave to Congress the exclusive power to 
coin money; therefor:, it was the duty of Congress to provide 
the means by which this was to be effected. 

For many years, there had been but one mint, located at Phila- 
de!phia; but, wwoyearsago, Congress appropriated money for 
the erection of these additional ones. Now, every body knew 
that these mints in the South were in the midst of a country 
where the gold was procured; and Government was bound to 
afiord every facility to the people of those parts of the country 
for converting the gold into coin. Therefore, it was nothing 
bat right that these branch mints should be located in a gokil 
country. So far as the operations of these mints were con- 
cerned, a very considerable amount of comage had already been 
executed. 

But the gentleman from Pennsylvania |Mr. OGLE} had on 
yesterday objected to them, on the ground of expense. Why, 

upon the same principle they might contend for the abolition 
ofall the district eourts ofthe United States. They might con- 
tend that all these branch courts should be abolished, and one 
great court erected in their stead, to which the people would 
have to travel from all parts of the Union, in order to jet justice. 
"This was a case precisely in point. The same principle would 
also apply to our navy yards throughout the country 
there was any force inthe argument that these mints shoul! te 
abolished on the ground of expense, then all the navy yards 
except one should be abolished also; for it would be certainly 


much less expense to have one great navy yard, instead of | 


several. But every reasonable person would admit that it 
was necessary fur Government to study convenience, as wellas 
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n relation to the purchase of trees by the superintendent of 
the mint at North Carolina, it occured to him that sums for a 
similar object had been expended by other officers of Govern- 
ment in adorning our public places. ‘He believed many cases 
could be referred to, where an expenditure had been made 
for ornamenting our public buildings, by the p'anting of 
trees. 

He hoped the motion to strike out the item for these mints 
would be withdrawn, and that they would be allowed a fair 
trial. Admitting that the expense shouid exceed the returns, 
yet that was no good reason for their discontinuance, as it was the 
duty of Government, in the exercise of its constitutional prera- 
gative of coinage, to keep up those establishments at points 
moat convenieni fur the people, 

Mr. MONTGOMERY felt bound tp make a few remarks in 
relation to these branch minis. He could not repress nis sur- 
prise that whenever any appropriation came up for institutions 
in the South, there were found gentlemen on that floor who 
would invariabiy rise in opposition to ite It would appear 
from the remarks of some, that they were to have every thing 
in the North, and nothing in the South, He regretted, how- 
ever, that this important appropriation bill should be delayed 
by a discussion of that nature, aud as he was anxious to detay 
itas little as possibie, he would make his remarks very brief. 

His colleague had spoken in referente to an accou t paid by 
the Secretary of the Treasury to Mr. Wheeler, of the North 
Carolina mint. Now he would admit thatit was a very extra- 

ordinary account, yet he did not know of any beter person to 
examine into that account than his colieague. Tt would serve 
his colleague very well for electioneering pui poses, and he was 
perfectly willing that he should have the full benefit ol it. 

‘phere was no dont but that he would make some very hand- 

some political capital out of those trees and flawer gardens. 

He was surprised, however, at the account he had heard, as, wr 

til then, he had always understood Mr. Wheeler to be a very 

plain man. He would repeat that he knew nothing about (hia 
flower garden, but he wassure that if Mr. Wheeler feii into the 
hands of his colleague, he would get ample justice done fim. 

If there was any man who could do justice in euch matieis, it 

was his colleague, as he believed that gentleman had spoken 

more efthe extravagance of thig Administration than any other 
gentleman upon that floor. i 
But there was one favor which he had to ask of his col- 
Jeague. k was this: he hoped that when he published this ex- 
traordinary account of the flower garden, he would also pub- 
lish, and attach to the account the fict that he [Mr. STANLY] 
himself had voted for the money which paid for it. 
his Administration was charged with all the extravagant 
expenditures. Now he would beg to say, that during the Twenty- 
fifth Congress, at least, the Adminisiration were less guilty than 
the Opposition. He could p ove that fact, as he had done be- 
fore, by a reference to the journal; yes, during that Congress, 
the Whigs, with the aid of the Conservatives, had a majority 
here, and it was a notorious fact, that the greatest Government 
aperopriatioas that were ever made were made curing the period, 
when the Opposition themselves had the majority, arl could, 
with their majority, have controlled them. Te knew very well 
that few of those gentlemen were willing to admit the fact, but 
jt could be found from an indisputable authority, the journal 
of the House, which shows that over seventy-five millions were 
appropriated during that Congress, and that the Whigs and 
Opposition members have fewer votes, recorded against this 
unprecedented amount than the Administration members: see 
the journal where the votes are recorded. 
r. M. was here called to order by several gentlemen for irre- 
levancy. Afier some dispute on that point, he said as he did 
potdesire to wound the feelings of those sensitive gentlemen, 


sand if | 


or to make them unhappy bya reference to their votes at this 
time, he would say no more on that matter. He would repeat, 
however, that if every institution of the South was to be put 
down on the ground of expense, the South had very little to 
expect. 

He did not blame the Northern members so much, as perhaps 
such opposition might be expected from them by their consti- 
tuents, far removed frem the place of expenditure, and 
formed a part of their duty. But he was surprised to hear of 
apposition fiom Southern men. He regretted that such 
a proposition had been supported by any gentleman 
trom the South. They had natural resources in the South, 
and when they were attempting to bring them into ope- 
ration. this opposition arose fiom gentlemen whose interest it 
was to support rather than oppose them, and itcould only arise 
from political party feelings. It was inore aimed at men 
than at measures, and could be made here to manufacture 
political capital: for the vote taken upon the motion to abo- 
lish, showed that they did not calculate on success. Let men 
have allthey can make outof it. They required a sound con- 
stitutional currency, a circulating medium, in accordance with 
the requisition of the Constimtion. But what did gentlemen 
say here? Why, that they should not have the means of carrying 
it into effect. 

In his district they had one bank, which had about a half 
million of specie locked up, so that the people could not touch 
a dollar, nor didthey know how to getit; for the banks refused 
to pay any body, and made every body pay them. Would men 
—yes, sir, men of family submit to such tyranny without a 
strugcle? Yes, these bank men bought up the specie with 
their depreciated bank paper, and then blamed the Admini- 
nistration for it. ‘They first drained the people of their hard 
money, and then turned round and cursed the Administra- 
tion for the effects of their own diabolical paper system. It 
was a notorions fact,that in one single day that bank bought 
up a half million of dollars in specie, and put afloat their 
worthless paper in its steal. They were told by the bank 
men that they should have nothing but a paper currency. 
But if those paper tyrants thought they could oppress the 
people of the South, they would find themselves n istaken, The 
people of the South were yet free, and he thanked God that 
oppression was only known, as yet, in the Eastern States. It 
miht suit the bank men very well to compel the people of the 
East to take their worthless paper, but that would not do in 
the South. 

Instead of being tyrannized over by these banks, he was in 
favor of these branch mints, from which we could get a consti- 
tntional currency, instead of worthless paper; and he would tell 
them that the day was not very far distant when no portion of 
the pecple would submit to the oppression any longer. They 
would not long submit to have their bullion taken and locked 
up in the banks. 

He woud not say that his colleague wasa bank man, although 
it so happened that ali the friends of the gentleman were en- 

aged with the banks. Now there was one singular fact to which 

e wished to call the attention of the committee and the coun- 
try. It was, that these very men who were now opposing the 
branch mints, to stop the coinage of good money, did, on a for- 
mer occasion, vote against a proposition to compel the banks 
to keep in their vaulis one dollar for every three dollars of 
paper. Yes, he wouid go further, and say thatthere men voted 
against a proposition for compelling the hanks to keep one 
dollar of specie for every five dollarsin liabilities. He had the 
proof of ail the facts before him, page and vote market; but 
as he did not wish to delay the passage of the bill, he would 
not trespass further on the time of the committee, in relation to 
that matter; hut would, should his remarks be published. give 
the vote upon that subject. He would content himself by 
saying that he was prepared to prove all he had asserted, and a 
great deal more besides, upon these modern Rank Federal 
Whigs. He had the material all ready, and would uee it the first 
opportunity that offered. 


If these branch mints were put down, it would be doing great 
injustice to the people of the South, and playing into the hands 
oi the Bank Federal party there, who bate gold and silver—who 
surreptitiously obtain it, and then lock it up, and refuse to pay 
the honest poor man for a five dollar bill of their own money, 
which he has labored hard for, but compel him to go to one of 
their agents and have it shaved for good money, and that, too, 
with their own money, and then curse Van Buren and his party 
for their own foul acts. Did Mr. Van Buren compel them to 
shuctheir vaults and act dishonestly towards the people? No; 
he had no such power, and they knew the fact. 


Mr. CUSHING, in allusion to some remarks by the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, denied, so far as he was concerned, 
than the people ofthe North were opposed to appropriations 
for institutions in the Scuth, merely because they were for the 
South. For his part, he was now willing to vote for any ap- 
propriation in which the interests of the Union could be.pro- 
motel, let the appropriation be for Nerth or South. Such were 
his feelings, and he was not aware that any cther feelings ex- 
isted among the people whom he had the henor to partly re- 
present. He would uot agree that it was considered by North- 
ern members aa their duty to oppose appropriations for the 
South, He Cesired thatthe pubic works might be diffus d 
throughout Ue United States, as they benefited not merely the 
epot where they were located, butthe whole Union. : 


Tn relation to the motion to strike out the item for the expen- 
ses of these branch mints, it appeared to hima very different: 
question to the questionas to whether these institutions should 
or should not ke continued in existence. The latter question 
depended on the law establisting the mints, but so long as that 
law was in force, it was evidently our duty to make the neces- 
sary appropriation for carrying them on. The question of 
abolishing them was an entirely independent question; there- 
fore, so long as the law was in force, he shouid be disposed to 
vote for the appropriation to defray the current expenditures. 
Then the question as to whether they ought or ought not to 
be continued, would furnish matter for an after consideration. 

Ta relation to the alleged abuses referred to by the geneman 
from North Carolina, it reminded him of the strong position 
taken by his colleague {Mr. ADaMs] the other day. That gen- 
teman had said, if the Committee on Public Expenditures 
would investigate all such cases of alleged fraud, and have 
their report ready at the time the appropriation bills were 
brought up, some millions of the public money might be saved. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said he wished to submit an 
amendment to suspend the salaries as a modification of hie first 
proposition; and inquired of the Crain whether it would be in 
order, 


IEN 

The CHAIR saidit would be in order to make an appropria. 
tion subject to a certain contingency. 

Mr. JOHNSON then offered the following as a modification 
of his original motion to etrike out, viz: 

“and that the said salaries shall cease at the expiration of the 
current year; and that at the expiration of said period, the eg. 
tablishments in Georgia, North Carolina, and{Louisiana, shall 
be suspended until otherwise directed by law.” 

Mr. CUSHING eaid that, under the existing laws, the Presi. 
dent, Secretary, and other officers, are entitled to certain sala- 
ries. The lawjthat creates those ofticers,continues them at those 
fixed salaries. Therefore if you strike ont the appropriation in 
this bill, it did not repeal the law allowing the salary. These 
officers will be still entitled. By refusing to appropriate would 
notaffect their rightto it; but the Government would be still 
indebted to them. , 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said the power which created the 
law could destroy it, eitherina separate bill, oras a rection in. 
another bill. The precise time or manner was unimportant 
With that view he proposed the amendment. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment was out of order, 
This was a bill making appropriation for the current expen- 
ses ofthe Government, to provide that for which the existing 
laws called. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he differed with the Cran, yet he did 
not wish to takeanappeal. He was not responsible for the de- 
bate which had taken place on the amendment. He made the 
motion without a word of comment, and took his seat: the 
friends of the administration were responsible. In relation to 
the astonishment expressed, that a Southern man should have 
made a motion to reduce an institution located ina Southern 
State, could not influence his action. The doctrine of Southarn 
interest was no doctrine to operate or influence him: it was 
useless to rise with such arguments to influence him. ‘The same 
arguments and reasons that would induce him to vote for a 
measure in Georgia, would govern his actions for like mea- 
sures in North Carolina. He believed it wasa useless expen» 
diture of money; and he was astonished that it was defended on 
no other ground than that it was located in the State of Georgia. 
All these appeals had no influence. Though he was a Southern 
man, he would only go with the South when it was in favor of 
the prosperity of the whole Union, He was always opposed to 
prodigal expenditure of moncy, without regard to tke particular 
section of country it was proposed to benefit, If such an argu- 
ment should obtain, it would be a most potential argument to 
bring about what these Southern gentlemen so much deprecate, 
a protective tari. He then went into an argument to show 
that the destruction of the mint would not operate to the injury 
of the goid-finders, or the laborers engaged inthe mines in the 
district of country in which it was lecated, even it it did drive 
them to the necessity of disposing of the result of their labors to 
the speculators, of which the gentleman had complained. The 
whole operation of the branch mints was a drain on the Trea- 
sury, and resulted to individual, instead of national advantage. 
Ife waa willing to show his regard to the interests of the Scuth, 
by voting for something that was useful to the South. These 
mints were not. He was opposed tothe creation of these insti- 
tutions in the first place. When the whole facts of the case 
should be known to the public, he did not believe any Adminis- 
tration could be sustained that would support them. Mr. J. 
concluded by withdrawing his modification, and let the original 
amendment stant, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE dissented from this indirect mode of re- 
peating a law of the land. Why did not those gentlemen who 
were opposed to there institutions come forward in the early 
part of the session—after a discussion of this subject for two 
years—and propose a bill to repeal, in a proper manner, the 
law authorizing these institutions, if they were deemed unne- 
cessary? : 

Mr. OGLE said he had, in the early part of the session, intro- 
duced a resolution ca ling upon the Department for informa- 
tion, with a view of bringing forward a bili, but the House had 
voted it down. ; 

Mr. D. resumed, and said, that was the regular mode of do- 
ing the business; and it was evidently a test of the sense of the 
House, of its determination not to repeal the law: and now it 
wag proposed to do that indirectly which the House refused to 
do directly. Te did not deny thatit was within the power ot 
Congress to withhold an appropriation. He would ask gentle- 
men whether it would be right in Congress to withhold from 
members of Congress the amount of pay to which they were 
entitled under an existing taw of the land. If it were withheld, 
he had no doubt that they would soon go home. He would ask 
those gentlemen who made so much clamor about economy, 
whether this measure now proposed was bona fide economy. 
What, he asked, would become of the public property? Bo 
gentlemen suppose that, if the salaries of the “theers be witk- 
aes will not actas we would act, and abandon their sta- 
tins 

If this appropriation be withheld, it would be tantamount to 
the abandonment of property that cost the Government half a 
million of money; leave it to go to destruction, to save a few 
thousands. This would be, indeed, a beautiful system of eco- 
nomy. We had the right to refuse to appropriate to fulfil ex- 
isting lawa; but he would ask gentlemen, did not this amend: 
ment repeal the law, which the House refused directly to do? 
He put it to gentlemen, whether it formed a proper precedent 
in legislation. whether it was proper to do that indirectly whieh 
the House refused to do directly, and thus delay an appropria- 
tion bill, and do manifest injustice to thoee who were in the 
employ of the Government, and who were now suffering. Who 
would ever think of looking into an appropriation bill to ascer- 
tain the duties of the officers of the mints, or to ascertain 
whether the law, establishing the mints, was repealed? Con- 
gress could not, with Justico; withhold the appropriation. 

Mr. STANLY made some further remarks here. 

Mr. JONES was sorry to trouble the committee with any 
further remarki on this subject, nor would he have done it, but 
for certain statements intreduced by the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [M1. STANLY, ] which had been taken hold of by other 
gentlemen, and converted into a charge against the A minis- 
tration. 

It might he considered by the committee that it was his duty, 
as chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, to have ex- 
amined this matter; but it would be obvious to all, that these 
charges referred to transactions more than two years ago. 
Notwithstanding, had he been aware that the charges would be 
made, he should certainly have turned his attention to the 
matter. 

The gentlemrn from North Carolina had_ selected these 
charges {rom a vast number ofitems. He had brought them 


from isolated items of an account not before the committee, 
and which referred to transactions two years ago. Now every 
one knew, when a gentleman selected his own items, and 
placed them inthe hands of an ingenious man, how very easy 
it was to make 


“The worse, appear the better cause.”’ 


When agentlemen had the power of selecting a few isolated 
facts without giving the connection by, which they perhaps 
might’be explained, it was very easy to give a coloring which 
Might be removed by an examination of aff the facts. His 
‘mind had been brought to that conclusion by the recent law 

ged įn relation to certain alleged abuses in the Departments. 
tte other day he had heard a charge made that a large num- 
ber of newspapers had been purchased in the Post Office De- 
partment, and the money of the Government expended for the 
yurpose of encouraging a party press. Owing to the charge, 
he conceived it his duty to address a letter to the Postmaster 
General on the subject, and what was the answer?) Why, that, 
although the amount appeared on the face of the account, yet 
onehalf of it had been paid for debts contracted by the former 
incumbentofthe Department. Thus it would be seen at once 
how very dangerous it was to rely on these ex parle statements. 
It would be seen how very easy it was to create a wrong im- 
pression by examining only one side of a qnes‘ion. Before 
such charges were made, they ought always to be investigated, 
so that both sides of a question might be examined, after which 
a very different impression might exist How was it in our 
courts of justice when ajuror was sometimes so convinced of the 
guilt of a party as to require no further evidence? But in how 
many Cases, after hearing the defenee, was the opinion of that 
juror completely changed, and all prejudice removed hy coun- 
ter and explanatory evidence? 

If abuses existed, and the history of all Governments proved 

that they would exist under the most virtuous Administrations, 
he was perfectly willing for an investigalion, so that they might 
be corrected. What had the Administration done at the present 
session? Had they not thrown open the door as wide as it could 
be thrown for the purpose of investigation?) Then il there 
were any alleged abuses, let gentlemen investigate them. Yer; 
tet them have a full, fair, and thorough investigation, and if, 
afer that, it should be found that corruption existed in any 
quarter whatever, he and the party with whom he acted wou'd 
go heart and soul for reform. But he would entreat cf gentle- 
men not to bring charges here without previous investigation. 
Let not the parties be condemned without a hearing Ie had 
no doubt but the abuses did exiat, and, considering the imper- 
fection of human nature, it wouldve a great wonder if they did 
not exist. 
The gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Stanzy] in speak- 
ing of the purchase of trees at the mintin that State, had pre- 
sented an extraordinary array of names. ‘The gentleman had 
brought up many hard words, which he said he could ecarcely 
spell, nor pronounce them after he had epelt them, They 
were, in fact, what in Virginia they termed “jaw crackers,” 

Now he would tell the gentleman that many of those fine, 
high sounding names were but the classical names of trees 
common to every part of.the country. For instance, among 
the rest, the gentleman had discovered the “horse chestnut,” 
and had made a great flourish about that as one of the rare 
trees paid for out of the Government moncy. But would the 
gentleman permit him to tell him that these horse chestnuts 
were plenty in our country, and that in the West it was what 
they called the buck-eye. Mr. J. then told an amusing anec- 
dote of some Western genius who sent all the way to wew 
York and procured at great expense a certain bush, with a high- 
sounding latin name. But when itarrived, the poor fellow dis- 
cove. ed there were plenty of the same kind on his own ground. 

Mr. J, again protested against the practice of bringing char- 
gea on the floor against individuals, who had no opportunity of 
defending themselves. He hoped this practice of general de- 
nunciation, without proper examination would be discontinued. 
In relation to the purchase of trees, by the superintendant of 
the mint in North Carolina, if it were a fault, it was a fault into 
which many others, much higher than that individual, had fal- 
len. The-trees belonged to the establishment, and if they were 
purchased by the peoples money, they were the property of 
the people, and not that ofindividuals. 

After some further remarks from Mr. STANLY, the q:'es- 
tlon was taken on the amendment, and it was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the bill was ameuded by 
the addition of $7,000 to pay the expenses ofan extrasession in 
the Territory of lowa, preparatory to coming into the Union. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Iowa effered the following amendment: 

“To supply the deficiency in the appropriati.n for the year 
1839, for defraying the expenses of the Legislative Assembly of 
the Territory of Iowa, $14,000.” 

Mr. C. said he did not intend to make a speech for home 
consumption, but with a view that the committee might under- 
stand the grounds upon which the people of Iowa claimed the 
appropriation asked for. Hethen reada clause in the act of 
June, 1833, for organizing the Territory of Iowa, which appro- 
priated a certain sum to defray the expenses of the Legislative 
Assembly, incidental expenses, &c, 

Mr. C. said that the printing of the laws had not been paid 
for, and was one of the items for which an appropriation was 
now asked. Mr. C. inquired if the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, andthe House, were willing for him 
to go home, and answer to the printer, and to those who had 
vacated their church that the memhers of the Assembly migit 
there hold their deliberations, that he could not get an appropri- 
ation to pry for the printing of the laws, the expenses of the 
Legislat v > Assembly, and the rent of the church? 

Mr, C. invited the attention of the committee to a statement, 
showing theamount of money paid into the Treasury since the 
Organization of luwa Territory, and said that last year a larger 
amount was appropriated for the Wiskonsin Agsembly than 
for that of Iowa; and if there was necessity for any difference, 
it ought to have been in favor of Iowa, its membeis having to 
travel a greater distance to the seat of Government. 

He then sent the resolutions of the General Assembly to the 
CLERkK’s table to be read, to show the necessity which existed 
for the additional appropriation of $14,000. 

Mr. C. asked why Wiskonsin received $34,000 and Iowa but 
$27,000. He wanted to know why Iowa was turned off with a 
le:s sum? 

Mr. C. then stated the amount appropriated for Wiskonsin 
and Florida for several years past, and did not complain of the 
appropriations—they were not tovlarge—but he wanted to know 
the reason for thed fference between the appropriation for those 
Territories, and ‘hat of lowa í 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. C. by way of information, sent to the CreRk’s table, to 
he read, a statement from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, showing how far Iowa had contributed to the sup- 
port of the Government in the salesof public lands; and Mr. 
C. in the course of his remarks, argued generally in favor of the 
appropriation. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said that the appropriation was to pay debts 
owing to mechanics. The printer of the laws of the Territory 
had executed his duty. and for want of pay was now bank- 
rupt. Ifthe House did not furnish the people of Iowa means 
of knowing what the law was, they were not to be blamed for 
any infraction of them. Mr. P. contended that the appiopria- 
tion should be made. 

After some remarks between Messrs. J. W. JONES, BOND, 
LEADBETTER, and CHAPMAN of lowa, 

Mr. PETRIKIN offered the following as a substitute for Mr. 
CuHapMan’s amendment, which Mr. C, accepted. 

* For the payment ofthe printing of the laws, and other con- 


tingent expenses of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of į 


Towa, being a deficiency in the appropriation made for the year 
1839, fourteen thousand dollars: Provided, That no part of this 
appropriation shail be used for the payment of members of the 
said Legislative Assembly for per diem wages, or mileage, or 
extra services, or for the payment of any of the » embers there- 
of, or ofits its clerks, or for stationery for their individual use.” 

A few words passed between Messrs J. W. JONES and 
CUSHING; after which the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. STANLY here made some remarksi relation tothe sa- 
lary of the Attorney General, and read some portion ofthe re- 
pert of the Swartwout invest'galing committee. He was re- 
plizd to by Messrs. J. W. JONES and PETRIKIN. 

Mr. CRABB moved tostrike out the appropriation of $10,000 
for the purchase of law bvoks for the cfice of the Attorney 
General: and it was disagreed to—ayes 51, noes not counted. 

Theclause for “compensation to the district attorneys and 
marshals, including those in the several Territories, $14,550,” 
having been read, . 

Mr. W.B.CALHOUN moved the following amendment to 
that paragraph: 

“And that the said district attorneys, marshals, and also the 
clerks of the circuit and district courts, shall keep an account 
of all fees, forfeitures, salary, and perquisitcs, received or 
charged by them, and render the same annually, under vath to 
the Secretary of the Treasury; andall sums of money received 
by either of said officers, whether from fees, forfeitures, salary, 
or perquisites, ifin the southern district of New York, the east- 
evn district of Pennsylvania, the district of Charleston, South 
Carolina, the districtof Louisiana, including New Orleans, the 
district of Massachusetts, over and above thesum of $3,500, 
shall be paid into the Treasury of the United States, meaning 
to limit the whole compensation of the officersabove named, 
tothe sum of $3,500, in each district; and in all other dis- 
triets, whether in States or Territories, not named as above, the 
district attorneys, marshals,and clerks, shall reader an account 
asabove required; and all sums of moncy received by each of 
said « fticers respectively referred, to ever and above the sum 
of $2,500, shall be paid into the Treasury of the United States, 
intending hereby to limit the amount of compensation of said 
Officers to the sum of $2,500.” 

Mr. J. JONES rose to a question of order. The proposition 
was in a separate bill, which covered the whole subject; and 
by the rule ii would not be in order to introduce into this bill. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order; and 

After afew remarks from Messrs. CALHOUN and MASON 
on the point of arder, 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, the gentleman who intredvced the 
bill to whichthe reference was maile, stated that that bil! was 
different in its provisions from the am: ndment. 

The CHAIR then decited the amendment in order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. Then! appeal. 

The CHAIR understands, since his first decision, that the 
provisions of the bill were entirely different from the amend- 
ment proposed now. Under the statement of the gentleman 
who reported the bill to which reference was made, that the 
Proposition was different, the Crair has no hesitation to state 
that the amendmentis in order. : 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he did not take an appeal from any 
captious motive, or to throw any obstacle inthe way ofthe 
amendment, or action on the bill. He should not care if it was 
this isolated question, but it would be a precedent dangerous to 
our legislation. We should have the duties of officers interpola- 
tedin an appropriation bill. The proposition is entirely diffe- 
rent in its nature from the bill now before the committee. This 
isa bill making appropriation for the compensation of officers, 
under existing laws; and the amendment proposed is to pre- 
scribe the duties o! officers, which belungs to the bill creating 
the officers, and notthe billto pay them. There wasno instance 
on record where, ina bill to pay the officers, a proposition was 
incorporated to prescribe the dutics of the officers, He was op- 
posed to itontwogrounds. The bill ofthe gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Davrs,] was substantially the same: it was some- 
thing in relation to the appointment of marshals and 
attorueys. This amendment is of the same nature. It 
belongs in point of substance and character to that bill, and 
nottothia The whole object of the amendment was to em- 
barrass the bill with extrancous matters. If this course of 
legislation be permitted, it would involve confusion in the laws. 
Whoever would think of looking in the civil and diplomatic 
bill for the duties of the marshals and attorneys, It would 
produce such a confusion in the legislation of the country, 
which every wise legislator wouid wish to avord, 

A debate here followed, in which Messrs, RVANS, DAVIS, 
of Kentucky, BRIGGS, GRAVES, and L. WILLIAMS parti- 
cipated, ia favor of the decision of the Cnam, and Mr. McKAY 
in opposition, who citeda decision in point, in support of the 
ground he assumed; when 

Mr. GRAVES obtained the floor, and was disenssing matters 
irrelevant to the question before committee; when 

Mr. PETRIKIN cailed him to order for irretevancy ofdebate. 
The CHAIR decided that he was out of order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to his proceeding without permis- 
gion of the House. x 

Mr. BLACK moved that he be permitted to proceed. 

The question was taken by tellers; and it was ascertained 
that there were—ayes 65, noes 44: no quorum having voted. 
The committee rose, anu its chairman reported that fact to 
the Houte. 

‘Mr. McKAY moved a call of the House. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 54, nays 76. 


So theTfouse refused to adjourn. 
There being a quorum now present, 
Mr. McKAY withdrew his moiion fora call of the House. 

The House then resolved into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Casey in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the civil and diplomatic bill. . 

The question being on the motion to permit the gentleman 
from Kentncky (Mr. Graves] to proceed in his remarks, 
Mesars, Crags and Pops having been appointed tellersto ascer- 
tain that fact, reported ayes 68, nces 45—no quorum voting. 

The committee again rose, and its chairman reported that fact 
to the House. 

Mr. EVANS thoughtit impossible to get throngh with the bill 
that night, and moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DUNCAN demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 64, nays 78. 

So the House again refused to adjourn. 

The House again wentinto Committee of the Whole, and the 
question being on permitting the gent!eman from Kentucky (Mr. 
GRAVES] to proceed in his remarks, the question was taken by 
tellers, (Messrs. CARTER aud Horxins acting aseuch,) who re- 
pe rted ayes 107, noes 25. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. GRAVES and McKAY, 

The CHAIR stated the ground on which the appeal had been 
taken from the its decision, that the resolution of the gentle. 
man from Massachusetts was in order; and upon putting the 
question whether the decision of the Cuar should stand as 
the judgment of the committee, 

Mr. R. GARLAND called fer tellers; when Mesers. CLIFFORD 
and CARTER were appointed tellers, who, after a count, report- 
ed-—ayes 51, noes 74. 

So the decision of the Crarr was reversed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS offered the following as an amendment to 
the same; but it was ceclarect to be out of order: 

©Provided, Thatin those States where jurors are drawn by 
constables or other officers of corporate towns or places, the 
marshal shall receive for his trouble in distributing the venire 
for each grand or petit jury the sum of two dollars, and no 
more.” 

Mr. R.GARLAND then submitted the following as an amend- 
ment: Sa 

“Provided, That nosalaries or fees ehall be paid to any diz- 
trict attorneys who shall not have paid into the Treasury any 
money collected by him.” 

Mr. McKAY suggested that there was already a law to the ef- 
= of the resolution just offered; which law was read by the 

JLERK. 

And afiera debate, in which Mefers. R. GARLAND, PROF- 
Fit, PETRIKIN, STANLY, EVANS, HOLLEMAN, J. W. 
JONES. McKAY, GRAVES, CHAPMAN, and GALBRAITH 
participated, 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that the committee rise. 

Tellers were calied for, and Messrs. Carter and PETRIKIN 
wereappointed tellers; who reported—yeas 52, nays 70. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, and resulted 
—yeas 34, nays 60; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were then called tor; when Messrs. Graves and 
Lewis were appointed, and, after acount. reported--yeas 33, 
noes f4: still no quorum. 

The committee then rose, and the Chairman, reported to 
the House that there was not a quorum present. ` f 

Mr. DUNCAN moved a call of the House. 

Mr. STANLY moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays; which having 
been ordered, 

Mr. STANLY withdrew his motion. 

Mr. EVANS renewed it. 

Mr. CLIFFORD called for the yens and pays; which were 
ordered, and were, yeas 64, naye 72. 

A quorum being present, 

Mr. DUNCAN withdrew his motion fora call of the House., 

Mr. CRABB asked leave of absence until six o’clock to- 
morrow; which leave was granted. 

The House then again went into Committee of the Whole, 


and 

The CHAIR stated the question to be on the amendment of 
the gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. GARLAND. ] 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. Parris of Maine and Da- 
vies of Pennsylvania, were ap pointed, who reported—ayes 47, 
noes 8. 

Bo the amendment was rejected. 

The following paragraph in the bill was then read, viz: 

* For defraying the expense of the supreme, circuit, and diz- 
trict courts of the United States, including the District of Co- 
lumbia; also forj urors and witneeses. in aid of the funds arising 
from fines, penalties, and forfeitures incurred in the year 1840, 
and preceding years, and likewieé for defraying the expenses‘of 
suits, in which the United States are concerned, and ot prorecut- 
ing for offences committed against the United Sates, and for the 
safe kceping of nrisoners.” 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved to fill che blank with $300,000, the 
amount estimated by the Secretary of the Treasury, based on 
the statementaof marshals. The appropriation of last year waa 
but $128) 00, in conseqnence of there being an unexpended ba- 
lance on hand, of former appropriations, of upwards ot $200,000; 
That was the cause of the discrepancy. 

Mr. CUSHING inquired of ihe chairman of the Committee of 
Wayeand Means whether he had any estimates in detail which 
made up this large aggregate. 


Mr. J. W. JONES said he had no detailed estimates. The 
Secretary ofthe Treasury had infermed him that the details fur- 
nished him amounted to upwards of $340,000, but that the Se- 
cretary deemed the $300,000 in the bill sufficient. 


Mr. CUSHING said that a portion of this amount goes to pro- 
secute the State prisoners, and for the safe keeping of prisoners, 
of which McKenzie and Van Rensselaer were among the num- 
ber. They should be no longer imprisoned. He had received pe- 
titions on the subject, which he had no copórtuniiy affyrded him 
to present to the House; and if he had had an opportunity to 

resent, it would not have been in his power to diecuss. It being 
in order now, and probably the only time during the seesion, he 
would embrace the opporiunity to make some remarks on the 
subject. The petition he held in his hand, he seid, would reach 
to the chair; and it was an illustration of the great interest 
fen in the country in relation to the imprisonment of ihese gene 
tlemen. F 

Mr. PARRISesid it was not in order to diac uss the subject PE 
this petition, whether these gentlemen were justly of 
imprisoned. 
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The CHAIR decided that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
was in order. a ; 

Mr. CUSHING said it was in order for him to show that a 
portion of this amount should not be appropriated to rivet the 
chains on these gonemea any longer. Their imprisonment 
ought not to be continued, Mr. C. was again proceeding to dis- 
euss the merits of the imprisonment, when 

Mr. TUR NEY said, ifthe Cuar decided the gentleman in or- 
der he would take an appeal. 

Mr. CUSHING made a few remarks on the appeal, to show 
that he was in order; when 

The question was taken by tellers (Messrs. WVORTHINGTON 
acd Dawson acting as such,) whether the dec:sion of the 
Cuar should stand as the judgment of the Committee, and 
resulted—ayes 41, noes 6S: no quorum voting. 

The committee rose, and the chairman reported that fact to 
the House. 

Mr. GALBRAITH moved that when the House adjourn, it 
should adjourn until 11 o’clock to-morrow, which motion was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. EVANS then moved that the Honse adjourn. 

Mr. MILLER demanded the yeas and nays, which not hav- 
ing been ordered, 

e House, at 11 o’elock, p. m. adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
Tuorspay, April 39, 1810. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a report of 
the Secretary of War, made in cbedience to a resolution of the 
Senate in relation to the practicability and expense ofconstruct- 
icg temporary piers at the towns of Racine and Southport, on 
the western shore of Lake Michigan; which was read, and 
eidered to be printed. . 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of a number of ciii- 
zens of Lansingburgh, in the State of New York, praying the 
Passage of a general bankrupt law; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. i 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of a number of citi- 
tersof Beaver county, Pennsylvania, praying the establish- 
ment of a National Bank, and a protective tariff s 

Mc. W. said that at this late period of the session no action 
could be had on the subjects embrace: in ‘this petition, and he 
would therefore ask that it might be laid on the table, inform- 
ing the Senate, however, that before the close of the session he 
would take occasion to offer seme remarks on these and other 
subjects connected therewith. , 

r. NORVELL submitte:! the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Presideut of the United States be. and he 
is hereby, requested to pardon and direct the retease of William 
Lyon Mackenzie, imprisonet in the jail at Rochester, New 
York, for a vivlation of the laws to preserve the nen:ral obii- 
gations of the United States; and also to direct the remission of 
any fine which may have been imposed upon him for the same 


offence. 

The bill granting to the State of Michigana quantity of Jand 
to aid in construeting a canal arouad the falis of St. Mary, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The biil to authorize the Mount Carmel and New Albany 
Railroad Company to enter, ona Credit, a quantity of lani to 
land to aid the company in the construction of a railroad from 
New Albany, in the State of Indiana, to Mount Carmel, in the 
Siate of Ilinois, and for other purposes, was taken un. and, af- 
ter adebate, in which Messrs. TAPPAN, HUBBARD. BEN- 
TON, CLAY of A’abama, SMITH of Indiana, WHITE, CAL- 
HOUN, and YOUNG participated, was recommitted to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The dill for the benefit of the Selma and Tennessee Railroad 
Company, was taken up, and, after some remarks from Messrs. 
KING and WHITE. was read a third Gime, and passed. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuuxspay, April 30, 1540. 

By general consent, and on motion of Mr. HAMMOND of 
Pennsy!vania. the bill to alter the time for holding the Dis rict 
Court of the United States for the Western District of Penn- 
ayivania, at Williamsport, was taken up, real a third time, 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, the joint reeo!ution in rela- 
tion to the case of Masterson and Smith, which had been re- 
turned from the Senate with an amendment, (which gives dis- 
cretionary power to the Postmaster General.) was taken up, 
and the amendment waa non-concurred in 

On leave, Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported a bill to carry into effect the convention be- 
tween the United States and the Mexican Republic; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and order d to be printed. 

Mr. C. gave notice that, under instructions from the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, he would, at anearly day, ask the atten- 
tion of the House to the consideration of this bill. 

On mo:ion of Mr. GOODE, 

Ordered, That the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 14th January 1839, relative to Albemarle sections 
of land in the Miami and Maumee canals, be referred to the 
Committee on the Pa’ lic Lands; also, that the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 2d January, 1838. relative i0 
the sale of alternate sections of land on the Miami canal, and 
on the Wabash and Erie canal, be referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky presented testimany in the cases 
of Susan Foster, Mrs. Moore, widow of William Movre, and 
Athur Connelly; which tesimony was referred to the Com- 
mittee of} Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN presented a petiton of po licensed hy 
the State ef Virginia, praying a repeal of the act of the 3d 
March, 1837, concerning pilots; which petition was referred to 
the Cominittee of Commerce. 

Mr. SAMUELS presented evidenco in tho case of James 
Chambers; which was referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Mr. STEENROD, from the Belect Committee, appointed on 
the 16th of March, on the case of Peter Yarnall and Samuel 
Mitche!!, made a report accompanied by a bill for the relief of 

Peter Yarna!l and others; which was read twice, and committed 
to the Commitee of the Whole. $ 

Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
made aa adverse report on the case of Michael Ferrall; which 
was ordered to lie on the tabte. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, reported 
buck to the House Benaie bill No. 1, entitled an “Act forthe ree 
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Nef of William H. Robertson, Samuel H. Garrow, and J. W. 
Simonton”! which was committed to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. R. also made a report on the case of Charles S. Matthews, 
Charles Wood, and James Hall. 

Mr. R. also made an adverse report on the case of Lorenzo 
N. Clarke, which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, from the Committee on the 
Post Offre and Post Roads, reported back to the House, Senate 
pill, No 91, entitled “An act for the retiefof the heirs of Colin 
Bishop,” without amendment; which bill was committed to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
reported a bill to reserve one township of land from the sale for 
an asylum for the deaf and dumb in the Territory of lowa; 
which was read twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

On motion of Mr. ELY, the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims was discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of the heirs of John Reynolds and Mary Reynolds; 


also, from the further consideration of the petition of the heirs 3 


of Thomas Richards: which petitivns were lard on the table. 

Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made a report on the petition of Thomas W, 
Chinn, accompanied by a bi!! for his relief; which bill wasread 
twice and committed to the Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. W. C. BUTLER, from the same committee, made an 


unfavorable report on the petition of Andrew Johnson; which | 


was read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER, from the Committee of Wava and 
Means, made an unfavorable report on the petition of Thomas 
Wate; which wasread, and laid.on the table. 

Mr. C. from the same committes, reported a bill far the relief 
ot Jahn B. Rogers; which was read twice and committed to 
the Committee of the Whole, 

Mr. BELL, from the Comm! 


the relief of John C. Reynoids, ite disbursing agent of the In- 
dian Department, without amendment. 


Mr. REED, from the Committee on Nava! Affairs, made a i; 


report on the memorial of Boyd Reitly, aceompanied by a bill 
for his relief; which was read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. GRANGER, from the Commitee on Foreign Affairs, 
made a memorial on the report of Charles G. Ridgley, accom: 
panied by a bill for his relief, which was read twice, and com- 
mitted ta the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee on the Peblic Lands, 
reported a bill to grant a quantity of land to aid in opening a 


communication by water from Dekorra to Marquetta, in the | 


Territory of Wiskonsin; which bill was read twice, ant com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whote. 

Mr. HAND, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, made a report on the petition of Mary Johnson, accom- 
panied by a b'l! for her relief which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee ofthe Whole. 

Mr. H. also made a2 report on the petition of Nancy Perry, 
late widow of John Davis, accompanied by a b:ll for her re- 
lief; which was read twice, and committed to the Commutee of 
the Whole. 

The committees having been called through, the Mouse pro- 
ceeded, during the resi tne of the morning hour, to dispose in 
ornlerof the business on the SpeaKce’s table. 

The first subject was a motion to print 5,000 extra copies 
of the report of the Recretary of the Treasury on the expen- 


ditures and defalcations since the year 1789; which was | 


agreed to. : 
The next was 


men’; which mation was agreed ta. 

Mr. R. GARLAND ho ed the vote would be reconsidered. 
The printing of the report wonld orly cover the tables of mem- 
bers with documcn’s, which, he undertock to say, not ten mem- 
bers would read. 

Mr. BROWN of Teuneszce moved a reconsideration. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped some additional copies of all the re- 
porta from the several Departments, showing the expenses of 
the contingent fund, might be distributed among the people. 
The House had been in the habit ofsuppressing information, by 
only printing enough for themselves. 

Mr. R. GARLAND srid the printing would cost considerable, 
and there was no necessity for it, Butif the committee thought 
itnecessary, he would vet oppose it. Mr. G. moved to refer the 
resolution to the Comnrittee on the Expenditures of the Depart- 
ment of ate. 

Mr. PETRIKIN wanted no one-sided reports, but all the 
feets. They həd already had evidence of garbled statements. 

Mr. CARR presumed that every gentleman ‘as prepared 
to vote upon the subject; and, therefore, called for the pre- 
vious quest on. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the yeas and nays; 
were not ordered. 

The question was then taken upon reconsidering the vote 
hy which the report was ordered to he printed; which was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

Mr. R. GARLAND then movel to refer the motion to print 
to the Committee on Expenditures of the State Department. 

Andthe question being taken, no qrorum voted. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to lay the moticn for re 
the table; which was acreed to. 

So the subject was Jaid on the table. 

The matien of Mr C. JOTINSON to print 5,009 extra co- 
pies of the r: port of the Secretary of the Treasury, of payments 
made at the Treasury 
consi eration, 

Mr. ADAMS said he saw no reason why the document 
should be printed after the other report had been laid upon the 
table. He didnot know on what grounds the motion was ori- 
ginally made in the discussion, at the time it was presented. 
He thought, hewever, that it ought to be treated like the one 
just decided en. 

On motion of Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky, the motion was 
laid on the table. 

On Icave given, Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported, without amendment, a Senate bi lin relation 
to the iron s.eamboat New Jersey, formerly called the Robert 
L. Stockton. 

On motion of Mr. C. the bill waa read a third time, and 


but they 


ference on 


passed. 
Mr. GRAHAM asked leave to offer a resolution, providing 
that the House will, after Monday next, meet at 11 o'clock, 


tleeon Indian Affairs, reported | 
back to the House Senare bill No. 191, entitled an “Act for | 


i the motion of Mr. Finrxore to print 500 extra | 
copies of the repart of contingent expenses of the State Depart- 


from 1834 to 1809, then coming up for , 


| decision an appeal had been taken, 


Mr. R. GARLAND objected to it. 
Mr. GRAHAM movad a suspension ofthe rule, and called 
for the yeas and nays; which, being ordered, resulted —yeas 9], 
nays 83: not two-thirds. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

GENERAL APPRUPRIATION BILL. 

Onmotion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the House resolved it. 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Casey of Ilinois in the chair,) on the bill making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses cf the Govern- 
ment for the year 1840. . 

The item under consideration last evening was the following: 

“For defraying the expenses of the Supreme, Circuit, and 
District Courts of the United States, including the District of 
Columbia; also, for jurors and witnesses, in aid of the funds 
arising from fines, penalties, and forfeitures incurred in the 
year 1840 and the preceding year; and likewise for defray ing 
the expenses of suits in which the United States are concerned, 
and of prosecutions for offences committed agaiuet the United 
States, and for the safe keeping of prisoners, 300,000.” 

Mr. CUSHING was addressing the committee, and was called 
to order. 

The Cuar had decided that Mr. C. was in order; from which 
and the question being put, 
no quorum voted; the committee rose, and the House adjourned. 
Anilthe question now pending was, ‘ Shall the decision of the 
Cuar stand as the judgment of the committee?” 

After some desultory discussion, the question, “Shall the de- 
cision of the Cater stand as the judgment of the committee?” 
was taken, and decided in the affirmative—ayis 113, noes 15. 

So the decision of the CHAIR was sustained, : 

Mr. CUSHING then praceeded to address the committee, and 
said that he proposed to discuss the Hoag whether it was 
proper to appropriate money (and if so, how much) for the 
safe keeping of certain prisoners of State, who were held in pri- 
gon in the State of New York; and if that was not In order, he 
would propose an amendment to make it so 

{Cries of “Offer your amendment.’’} 

Mr. ©. then offered the following amendment: “Five thou- 
sand dollars thereof to be applied to the more commodious 
safe-keeping of the two prisoners of State, held in pris.n in the 
State of New York for alleged violation of the neutrality act, 
so called.” 

[The persons alluded to are Messrs. Mackenzie 
selaer.) 

Mr. C. then proceeded to state reasons why additional consi- 
deration should be shown to these individuals, as being victima 
of State policy for State reasons. 

Mr. CRAIG called Mr. C. to order: first for irrelevancy; but 
subsequently changed the ground, 80 as to make his point ot 
order against the amendment itself, on the ground that it pro- 
poren to change the existing laws as tothe mode of keeping 
Stare prisoners, 

The CHAIR decided the amendment to be order. 

Mr. CRAIG appealed from that decision 

The appeal was dehated b Messrs. BRIGGS. MASON, 
DROMGOOLE, CRABB, TILLINGHAST, and CLIFFORD. 

The question was then taken, and the vote stood—ayes 28, 
noes 9S. 

So the decision ofthe Cram was reversed. 

Mr. CUSHING demanded from Mr, Jongs the estimates on 
which this item was founded. Since the discretion of the Ex- 
ecutive might not be controlled, and he must vote manacled | 
hand and foot, he wanted at least to know how much of this 
sum went to provide for the incarcetation of those victims of 
Executive policy. 

Mr. JONES explained, and laid before the House a commu- 
nication from the Treasury Department referring to the esti- 
mates from the marshals. The details had all to be audited be- 
fore the money could be paid, but it was impossible to fore- 
know them now. 

Mr. CUSHING said then he must snbmit to a policy which, 
for acts rewarded in England by knighthood, the Executive gave 
imprisonment in a jail. 

Mr. EVANS moved the following amendment: “For the se- 
cond and third volumes of the Documentary History of the 
American Revolution, agreeably to the act of Congress ap- 
proved March 2, 1833, and the contract made in pursuance 
thereof with the Secretary of State on tLe 19h March, 1833, for 
ty-five thousand dollars.” 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said, as this .work was printed under 
contract, and had been delivered, it must be paid for. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked whether the work conformed to 
the contract? 

Mr. EVANS said the 
this, under the contract, and he 
accordingly. 

The amendment was then agreed to, 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana, moved tostrike out the appropriation 
of $100,000 for coast surveys, and insert the following: : 

“Be it further enacted, That the following sums be, and 
they are hereby appropriated for the continuation of the Cum- 
berland Road, viz: For the State of Ohio 375,000, Indiana, 
$100,000, Hiinois $100,000. ‘These sums to be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of War, subject to all the restric- 
tions and regulations of former appropriations.”? 

Mr. PETRIKIN said the amendment was out of order, asit 
was not in pursuance of any law. 

The CHAIR decided the amendment to be in order. 

Fiom this decision Mr. TURNEY took an appeal. 

Mr. DAVIS asked what law there was for this appropriation 
for coast surveys? 

Mr. JONES explained. The coast survey had been com- 
mented under a statute. which he cited. ; 

Mr. UNDERWOOD opposed the amendment as out of order, 
and insisted on this pointof order, on the ground that the rule 
mzde a distinction between amendments and elauses reported 
by a committee. 

Mr. STUART, of Ilinois, supported the amendment, con- 
tending that tre Cumberland Road had been commenced under 
a law as much asthe coast survey. They stood on the same 
ground. And it rested, besides, on contract, in which it had 
the advantage. 

Mc. R, GARLAND replied to Mr. Unperwoop,and quoted the 
rule to show that it made no such distinction as Mr. U. had eup- 
posed; the amendment was as much in order as the clause pro- 
pored to bestricken out. i 

Mr. UNDERWOOD saidhe was satisfied. 

The question being taken on the appeal. tellers were de- 
manded and ordered ; and the vote was, ayes 54, noas 42, 


and Van Rens- 


Secretary of State was the judge of 
was satisfied, and had reported 
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Continued from No. 23. 
uorum having voted, the commitiee ross, and the 
aca Tepora that fact to the House, when 

Mc. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House, and the ques- 
tion being put, the ayes were 50, the noes 43. 

The roll was thereupon called, when 138 members answered 
to theirnames. The absenteea wore thea called, when 140 
members were found te be presant; and 

On moton of Mr. BANKS, a quorum being now present, all 
farthe: ings with the call was dispensed with. 

The House thea or itself iato commitiee and resumed 

consideration of the bill. Prox tate 
ue vote was taken on the appeal, and decided in the affirma- 
tive—ayes 68, noes 44. But, no quorum having voted, the ques- 
tion was py again, by consent, and resulted as followse—ayes 
noes 42 . 
Pas the decision of the Cuai was sustained. i 

Mr. DAVIS briefly advocated his amendment. It was his 
purpose to move to strike out certain other items from the bill, 
amounting in all to $360,000, while his amendment was only 
$230,000. He wished to keep within the limits of gentlemen who 
wore fastidious in not exceeding the estimates from the Depart- 
ments. He should not enter into details, but felt bound te no- 
tice some of the remarke which had been made when the sub- 
ject was before up. T: was true that the President had omitted 
to insert it in the estimates fur this bili. Ik was a gross omis- 
sion. Though a party man, he did not approve of this partof 
the course of the Administration, but he was not one of those 

lastic politicians whose only merit wastheir pliability. The 
President however, had sent ia estimates for the road trom the 
Secretary of War; yet no bul had been reported for it to the 
House; of this he complained. Gentlemen refused to vate for 
this appropriation because Martin Van Buren had not recom- 
Ten Was Mariin Van Buren the oracle of the House? 
He would that genveman considered him so in some other cases. 

Mr. BROWN of Mississippi apprehended that such a course 
would lead to reply and elicit a long debate. 

Mr. DAVIS then redlied to Mr. Parris, who accused the 
people of the West of being squatters and pillagers of the soil, 
and went into a eulogy on the said squatters and pillagers, of 
whom many came from Maine. who were known by their 
fondness for pine logs and saw mills; butall of them improved 
the enil by labor. g ae 

He then went into the question of the constitutionality of the 
road. He referred to the sanction of all our Presidents in its 
favor, and also to the masterly speech of Mr. Mason, of Ohio, 
oa the constitutional question. He then went into the estimates 
for the completion of the road, and insisted that they were al- 
together erroneous and extravagant. The West would take, 
giadiy, one-haif of the sum, and engage to finish the work. 

e argued to ehow that it would be a saving to appropriate 
now, lest the road should go into a state of complete dilapida- 
tion, and require four times as much hereafter. He noticed 
the accusation against the President, that he had sacrificed the 
Wesi to get the South; if go, it was miserable policy, for he 
bbe auch a course, lose the West, and not thereby gain 
t uth. 

Mr. HUBBARD made a point of order. The appropriation 
wothing to do with the Presidents opinions, but must be 
on its own merits. 

. DAVIS was glad to hear this. He hoped gentlemen 
would act on that priaciple, and vote this appropriation, whe- 
ther the President had recommended it or not. He replied to 
some 
the Whigs in relation to this road. : 

Mr. HUBBARD again protested against going into general 


politica, 
Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina beld it ia order, on an 
appropriation bill, w go into the whole course of the Govern- 


ment. : 
Mr. DAVIS insisted on his right to reply to an accusation in 


some sense personal to himself. He then went into an expla- 
: nation of a local kind, as to his course in Indiana, when can- 
vaasing for the last election; in the course of which, be noticed 
some remarks of Mr. Prorrit, touching “tricks and capers 
cut’ in that State during the election. He noticed the consti- 
tutional objections of certain gentlemen from Virginia against 
the road, as geographical tn their limits, and suddenly seizing 
those gentlemen when the road reached a certain point. He 
dwelt ou the pledge and contract of the Government, which 
bogod them to its completion: on the memorials from Western 
Legislatures; and the justice, necessity, and good policy of pur- 
suing and continuing the road. Mr. D. went into the objections 
urged by Mr. Picrens, deriding the idea ef danger to the Union 
from the continuance of a work so purely national. Mr. D. 
was qui twospeeches of Mr. Cray, when 

nr. ae ALE oes of cera a him to order. 

r. dbjected, said let him go his speech 
have to be answered; and ve 

Mr. PROFFIT gave notice that this part of Mr. Davis's 
speech Toa certainly be answered, be che consequences what 

Mr. . resumed, and dwelt on the justice of the claims of the 
Wesieru people to the comp'etion of this work; and adverted 
toa certain " handwriting on the wall of the market place,” 
which indicated that all opposition te them would be futile. As 
long as he had the honor of holding a seat here, he should be 
found toiling to sustain their rights, and resisting the tyranny 
of thes Gonera Government toward the people and interests of 

After some remarks fı . 
UNI DERWOO n rom Messrs. W, THOMPSON and 

f. W. COST JOHNSON addressed the committee in su 
rt ofan amendment oSered by him to the amendment of Me 
Avis, in favor af com so much of the road as remained 


unfinished between Rockville i 5 
proprianing $50,000 that oie, the Monocacy river, and ap 
» DAVIS being asked 16 this amendmentasa mo- 


dification of that proposed by 


a resets lum, at 6 ‘ 
hearing an objection from Mr. is: kg conaentad, But, oi 


Paratnim to the amendment, de- 


clined. - 
. Mc.. JOHNSON went on to advocate the amendment h 
had offered with great earnestness, showing iis area impor 


revious remarks of Mr. HoprmMan as to the course of 


i 
i 


TUESDAY, MAY 12, 1840. 
WEEKLY. 


tance to the regularity of the mails; insisting that the United 
States had failed o1 fulfilling its contract to Maryland, in neg- 
lecting this part of the road, and commending the enter- 
pris vf his State, in expending so largely on her roads and 
canals. 


He replied to Mr. Davts’s complaint about the oppressive || 


conduct of the General Government to the Westera States, 
pledging himself to aid in a bill repealing the act which exempts 
the pubiic lands from State taxation for five years. i omake u 
for the expense of the amendment he had proposed, he should, 
when in time, move to reduce the amount appropriated in this 
bill for the survey of the public lands. , 

Mr J. expressed hia h concurrence in the plan proposed 
hy Mr. Unpsrwoon for the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands; shouid that prevail, he was ready to vote that Ma- 
iyland should take her portion of this road, and complete it from 
her own resources. 

Mr. BRIGGS was against the amendment of Mr. Jounson, 
butin favor of that moved by Mr. Davis, asa part of that great 
system, which, though broken in upon, had not been broken 
down, and he hoped never would. 

Mr. DAVIS now explained that he did not wish to strike out 
the appropriation for the coast survey. 


Mr. BRIGGS said he would vote for the appropriation for the | 
road, as a part of the great system in which Government had | 


been engaged for the last eight years. Mr. B. was proceeding 
to remark on the relative number of Whig and mocratic 
vote given on the rejection of the bill at a former session; 
when 

Mr. PETRIKIN called him to order, on the ground of irrele- 


vancy . 
The CHAIR decided that Mr. Brigos was in order. 
Mr. PETRIKIN appealed from that decision, and tellers being 
ordered, the ayes were 68, and the noes 48: no quorum. 
ee committee then rose, and the fact was reported to the 


ouse. 
Mr. McKAY moved a call of the House. 

On that motion Mr. CHAPMAN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 92, nays 56. 

So the call was ordered. 

Mr. FILLMORE said as there was nowa quorum, he would 
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these officers, and would tell the gentleman that this appropria- 
tion was required only in cases in which the proceeds from the 
pale lands were not sufficient to enable the officer to deduct 

is salary 

Mr. JONES proved that, in former appropriation bils, it had 
been the invariable practice to insert this item. Mr. J. then 
caused a communication from the register en the subject to be 
read by the Clerk, which fully explained the conditions on 
which the appropriation was required. He aleo 1eferred to the 
laws which auihorized the appiupriation for the annual salary 
of these officers. After explaining this matier, and meeting the 
objection of Mr. GARLAND, by a reference to the laws, Mr. J. 
with some warmth, expressed hts astonishment at the course 
pursued by some gentlemen in delaying the passage of the bill. 
After adverting te the many officers of Government, who were 
thus unjustly keptout or their money, he expressed his fear that 
it was even now too late to save the country from disgrace. 
He had been apprised that there were already several Govern- 
ment drafts, which had been presented, and which could not be 
pan until after the passage of this bill. Thus the credit and 

onor of this Government were entirely at the mercy of a few 


individuals who held these drafts. This was a most appallin 


i state of thines, as our credit was in danger of being destroyed, 


move that all further proceedings in the call be dispensed , 


with. 

This motion was agreed to. : : 

The House again resolved itself into committee on the bill; 
and 

The question then recurring on the appeal 

Mr. PETRIKIN withdrew it. i 

Mr. BRIGGS then resumed his remarks, and was proceeding 
to speak of his vote ona former occasion, when he was called 


to order by 

Mr. SMITH of Maine, who contended that the gentleman had 
noright to speak ef his vote ata former session. 

The CHAIR decided that Mr. Brices was in order, inasmuch 
as he was replying to charges made in committee by the gentle- 
man from IHinois, (Mr. REYNOLDS } 

Mr. BRIGGS resumed, and further insisted on his former po- 
sition, and prot 


the general charge of having destroyed the appropriation. Mr. 


B. had always voted for the road, and should continue to do s0, | 


on general and unchangeable principles. 

r. FILLMORE appealed to all 
ments not to press the question now. If that subject was 
brought up, he should be compelied to introduce amendments 
to the bill for harbors and rivers. Thespeeches were interesting; 
but this was not the time to press amendments of this kind. 


: There was no hope of such measures succeeding till the aspect 


i the journals to prove the Whigs had defeated the measure by | 


of the Administration was changed. 

Mr. REYNOLDS rose to reply. 

Lond cries of order echoed through every part of the Hall, 

The CHAIR called to order. j 

Mr. R. then proceeded, and replied with some warmth in re- 
pelliag the charge of having misrepresented the facts m this 
matter, insisting that the Whig speeches had operated to defeat 
the appropriation; and that it would be found, by reference to 
the journal, that its death blow had been given by the Whigs. 

r. BRIGGS explained. The gentleman had appealed to 


their votes, when the journals proved thecontrary. 


Mr. REYNOLDS continued, and in his reply elicited much || 
merriment from the committee, insisting that the Whig speeches | 


defeated the measure. 

Mr. BRIGGS made a brief rejoinder, again referring to the 
journal, and the 63 Administration votes in the House which 
defeated the bill. 

Mr. EVERETT desired to state the reasons wh 
voted for the Cumberland road. and also why he had voted 
against it. Sir, (said Mr. E.) when I first came here, I was a 
friend of the system of internal improvement, and voted fur this 
road for four or five sessions, 1 then considered it, and now 
consider ita national object. But, sir, when I found that the 
system was broken down—when the Constitution was limited 
to tide water; when, sir, I found the system completely pros- 
trated, so far as the country at large was interested, Í voted ~ 
against this road. Ihave done so for years. Since the system 
was prostrateJ, the States have taken ‘he subject into then 
own hands; and in the situation they were now placed, and after 
having expended large sums, le had no hope that a majofity 
could hereafter be found in favorofthesystem. He considfred 
that the eystem of internal improvement had been, years dince, 
effectually prostrated; and he had no expectation that it @ould 


The question was now puton Mr. W. C. Jounson’s Amend. 
ment to the amendment, (for the between Rockyille and 
the Monocacy,) and decided in the- ne: 

The question was then puton Mr. 
decided in the negative—ayes, 61, noes 

Mr. RICE GARLAND moved to st 
ing “for the salaries of registers and 
where there are no sales, $3,500.” 

He contended that there was no lew Iipr allo’ 
of $500 per annum each for doing nothifg, b: 
sion of one per cent. onm ait thé sales. - 

Mr. DOWNING eaid- that he had been 


` ever be resuscitated under any future Administration. 


ng this enlary 
desa commis 


against Massachusetts being included in `! 


iends of internal improve- | 


he had | 


' law required the eatgblishment of the offices. 


not only at home, but the worldover. 

He implored gentlemen to reflect on the disgrace they were. 
bringing upon the country by their opposition to this bill. If 
at was desired by any one that humiliation and disgrace should 
be brought upon the country, he was sorry ; but for himself, 
he should rejoice, if, by any effort of his, he could be the means 
of arresting dishonor and this heavy visitation from his country. 
So far ashe was concerned, he was willing to sit here day and 
night, if it were possible to remove the threatened evils. 

After some further debate of a desultory character, 

Mr. GRAVE®d wished to know why the Secreia! 
Treasury had not transferred certain sums from the 
Bank at St. Louis, to enable him to meet these calls, i 

Mr. JONES explained, that after the various calle on the 
bank by Government drafts should have been made, and 
which would be made shortly, but a very small sum would re- 
main. Besides, he would tell the gentleman, that in case the 
Secretary or any otuer officer should undertake to pay money 
for which there was no appropriation by Jaw, there was no 
member in the House who would be more ready to condemn 
him than the gentleman from Kentucky himself. Yes, 
he would venture to say, that if the Secretary had done 
what the gentleman now blamed him for not doing, in that case 
the gentleman would have been the first to rise in his place and 
denounce him. He, Mr. J. was not complaining that they had 
no money, but that there was no legislation to authorize the ex- 
deniiture ofit. Fortunately for justice and the honor of the 
country, there was money, but they wanted law to to authorize 
the use of that money. . 

After some additional remarks from Mr. GRAVES in šup- 
port of the motion to atrike out, ens 2 

Mr. TRIPLETT followed on the same side, and wished to 
know if there was not a Senate bill then in the House, propos- 
ing to amalgamate all these officers into one,orto abolish 
them. Ifso, why was this item brought forwar 

Mr. JONES said it was true there was a Senate bill in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, for the object stated; and if the bill should 
pass, these oflicers would not be paid. But in case that bill 
should not pags, then it would be nece: to have the money. 
k Was witii that view the appropriation had been included in 
the bill., 

Mr. SMITH had been exceedingly amused at the discussion 
upon thisitem of the bill. He had witwessed, with more than 
ordinary satisfaction, the prompt and ready manner in which 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means had met 
and triumphantly ove:thrown every objection to the appropri. 
ation under consideration. The case was in a nutshell. The 
The President 
had no discretion in that matier. The same law peremptorily 
required the appointment of the officers, and prescribed their 
salaries. It was made the duty of the President tu appoint 
them. Now what was the argument of the gentleman from 
Kentucky? Why, thatthe President ought to remove the ofi- 
cers, because it appeared there was no. duty for them to per- 
form, in order to save the amount oftHeir salaries. Was it to 
be believed, that the gentleman from Kentucky was serious in 
this argument? Would he claim jor the Executive the power 
to abolish an office established by law? Mr. S. had heard that 
gentlemaa and his friend complain vociferously against the 
right of the Executive to remove incumbents of office and ap- 

oint successors. For the exercise of this power the President 

ad been branded asa tyrant and-a despot. And now the gens 
tleman complains, unblushingly, that the President does re- 
move officers, who act under public lawe, because ke thinks 
their services are pot needed! This was a greater stride of 
Executive power than he had expected the gentleman fiom 
Kentucky, s0 lung before the ascendency of the log cabin can- 
didate, to take. 

The gentleman from Louisiana had started, as an objection 


of the 
issouri 


` tothis appropriation, that there was no Jaw authorizing it. The 


chairman ot the committee, with his usual urbanity, had point- 
ed out the law, and the gentleman from Louisiana had glid 
with gea ingenuity, from that objection, and taken the groun 
that the House ought to withhold appropriations in all eases 
where it appeared that the ofticer had noting todo. Mr. 5, 
could hardly believe that the gentleman. would be willing. to 
putin practice, in his own case, such yee Officers. with 
salaries fixed by law, were entitled to them, whether they had 
duties to perform or not. The fault was in the law, and not 
in the officer or the power by which he was appointed. Would 
the gentleman from Louisiana, who had recently received the 
appointment of judge of the highest Judicial tribunal of Louisi-. 
ana, be willing to retinquish his salary of five thousand dollars, 
if the good people of his State should choose to eschew luga, 
tion, and leave him without a case to decide? It might turn out 
that the gentleman, in his high judicial station, would have a 
tle ‘or notbing to do; and, upon ‘the principle he had advocated; 
the Legislature of Louisiana ought to abolish his salary. 

the gentleman prepared to sustain this doctrine? J afer be- 
_ But the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Taurietr,] afert 
ing driven from point to paint by the chairman of the commit- 
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tee, came at last to the conclusion, that it was the duty of the 
President to close all the land offices where there was tittie or 
nothing to de. This was the most monstrous stretch of Execu- 
tive power ever before contended for in this country. The peo- 
ple of Kentucky would stare when they heard that such an argu- 
ment had been made by one of their Representatives upon this 
floor. Mr. S. asked the gentleman from Keftucky to point out 
any law authorizing ft under which the President could do this, 
glose m omoa, croata and acacia tava by bw ! As well might 
e eni er the custom-house at Philadel phi 
York w be shot up: iphia or New 
r. S. thought that the gentleman from Louisiana and his 
associates, who had opposed this bill were deserving of much 
credit for the manner in which they had managed to edcape. 
when cornered by the consummate ability of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means. He had been teminded 
dy it of the sports of hia youth. He had ofién, when a boy, been 
in the habit of mingling in gymnastic sports; and he had often 
seon his young associates, when thrown Hat upon their backs in 
a fair scuffle, twist and turn ail possible ways to turn his antago- 
nist; generally with ill success. The struggles of the gentle- 
man were under very #milar circumstance, and they were as 
utle successful against the chairman of the committee. 
r JENIF GR, after some preliminary remarks in relation to 
toe delay of the bill, gave notice that he would move to amend 
a item for tontingent expenses abroad of (oreign missions, by 
ic $12,000 for the appointment of diplomatic agents to at- 
be tthe tobacco interest. Mr. J. said, if in order, he would 
offer the amendment at thattime. After some debate of a con- 
Versational character, the amendment was ruled vut of order. 
The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. Gar- 
LAND to strike out the item roviding for the salaries of regis- 
ters and receivers of land offices, and it was negatived. 
Mr. J. W. JONES moved to amend the bill: to come in after 
the 404th line the words following: “for marking and fixing the 
pelts line between the United States and Texas the sum of 


000. 

r. R. GARLAND did not object to the amendment, but he 
would like to have some information on that subject, asto what 
progress had been made by the commissioners. It was a mat- 
ter of great interest, to the people of his State; he represented 
the dietrict immediatety bordering on the line. A considerable 
amount had beea expended for this purpose, and he wanted 
to know how’ had been expended. 

Mr. JONGS replied that the amount appropriated at the last 
session, ta enable the individuals who were appointed to attend 
to this Watter, had not been entirely expended, but had been so 
far exmonded, that before the next session, an additional amount 
woud be required. 

Mr. J. theu alluded to the unexpected difficulties which the 
officers had to encounter, owing to the condition of the country 
through which it was necessary they should pase. 

Mr, GARLAND wished to be informed whether the salary of 
the officers had been pu ever ence their appointment. 

Mr. JONES said he had not thought it necessary to inquire 
into the matter, as to whether the salaries had been paid or not. 
He had contented himself with the belief thatthe money Would 
be properly applied by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. J. subsequently alluded to the law, and informed Mr. 
Garran that the salary of the Commissioner was not autho- 
rized to be paid until he was ready to commence service, and 
the salaries of the subordinates not until they had been actually 
in service. His information was, that the Commissioner had 
not received pay until he was ready for service, nor had the sub- 
ordinates until they were actually ongaged in service. 

The amendment was then agreed to. fae 

Mr. JONES then offered another amendment providing for 
the salary of a commissiner, surveyor, and clerk, $5,700; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. BTANLY then moved to strike out the item of “twelve 
dollars and twenty cents,” beinga balance due to the commis: 
sioner appointed to superintend the erection of buildings and 
machinery of the branch mint at Charlotte, North Carolina. 

Mr. JONES explained that this small item was for the pay- 
ment of labor performed, and he was surprised that his friend 
from North Carolina, who professed to to be the advocate of 
working men, should object to it, P 

Mr. STANLY then withdrew his motion. ae 

Mr. JONES offered an amendment, appropriating $10,000 
for the payment of a balance due for the construction of the 
branch mint at Dahlonega. 

Mr. R. GARLAND made 
ment. 

Mr. JONES explained the circumstances under which the 


some objection to the amend- 


balance in question was inserted in the bill, and expressed his - 


astonishment that the gentleman from Louis ana, who generally 


paid such close attention to the business of the House, had not ; 


been better informed as to the fact, as set forth a short time be- 
fore, when the subject had been up specifically. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. BTANLY, R. 
GARLAND, JONES, L. WILLIAMS, DAWSON, MASON of 
Ohio, COOPER of Georgia, and OGLE, the question was 
taken en the amendment, and it was agreed to—ayes 100, 


noes 21. 

The{paragraph “appropriating $51,000 for continuing the 
construction of the new Treasury building” having been read, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend it by striking vut $51,000 
and inserting ¢105,000 to finish the colonnade, portico and out of- 
fices. Mr. P. said this was exactly the amount called for by the 
estimates of the Commissioner of Public Buildings. 

Mr. JONES said the $51,000 was inserted in exact conformity 
with the estimates furnished the Committee of Ways and 
Means. It was believed by the Secretary that it would put the 
butlding ina condition to make it comfortable te the occupants; 
and it was deemed by that officer prudent, considering the pre- 
sent exhausted condition of the ury, not to ask for more 
than was required to render the building comfortable. The or- 
namenta! work it was not deemed prudent to progress with at 
this time. 


Mr. PETRIKIN said the chairman was was not properly in- 
formed on the subject. There was $53,000 already expended. 
The amount in the bill did not cover the amount due the hands 
for the work already done; and, therefore, that amount cannot 
make it comfortable, as the gentleman says. 

Mr. LINCOLN said he had no predilections for this building. 
He did ali he could at the last sessions to prevent its being bailt 
in Its present location. He was willing that its walls should re- 
main as a monument of the folly 4f those who had authorized 
the location and manner of construction; but he felt himself 
eonstrainedto show the amount of money expended, and the 
manner of the expenditure. He then went into a history of the 
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whole matter, and censured the course ofthe Secretary in re- 
ference to it. He defended the appropriation under the cir- 
cumstances as absolutely necessary; for if it be withheld, the 
consequence would be a great loas to the Government; and it 
would it be doing crying injustice to the mechanics, to whom 


more was due than was proposed to be appropriated. It would 
be improper to discharge them, considering the nature of the cir- 
cumstantes under which they were brought here. He con- 


cluded by offering the following as a modification of the amend- 
mént offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, viz: Strike 
out the $51,000, and insert in lieu thereof, “inciuding the ar- 
rearages due for materials furnished, and labor performed on 
the said building, certified by the Commissioner of Public 

uildings to amount, on the 15th of April, 1810, to the sum of 
$53,194 06, the sum of $105,000.”” 

Afier a few remarks from Mr. LINCOLN, in support of the 
ahove amendment, Mr. PETRIKIN accepted it asa modification 
of that offered by himself, 

Mr. JONES said the gentleman from Massachusetts seemed 
to putthe matter on the ground that these men hada right 
to enforce their claim, and left it to be inferred that the Presi- 
dent of the United States had made a contract with them. If 
the gentleman intended to be so understood, he did not think he 
was acting with his customary liberality towards the President 
and heads of Departments. The committee would however 
aee how the matter stood, by a reference to the facts. Mr. J. then 
explained, that when in October last the money appropriated 
was expended, the laborors requested permission to go on 
solely on their own tisk as to when Congress should make 
further appropriation. He also stated that at the time these 
estimates were sent to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
he doubted whether more than $5,000 was due. So that at the 
time the estimates were presented, there were sufficient to 
cover the whole expense incurred, and leave a considerable 
eum for going on with the building. But it would be obvious 
to all, that there had been nv contract nor obligation on the 
part of the President, but that the laborers had merely re- 
ceived permission to go onat their own risk. 

‘After some remarks by Mr. PETRIKIN in favor of the 
amendment; and by Messrs. PROFFIT and STANLY, the 
lanter gentleman, before concluding his remarks, yielded the 

oor to 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama, on whose motion the commit- 
tee rose, and the SPEAKER having resumed the chair, the chair- 
man of the committee reported progress on the bill, and asked 
leave to sit again; which was granted; when, 

On motion of Mr. DRUMGOOLE, the House, at eleven 
o'clock, p. m. 

Adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, May 1, 1840. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented resolutions of the Legislature of 
New York, granting to the Federal Government the right of 
constructing a ship canal around the Falls of Niagara; which 
were read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petition of citizens of Michigan, 
praying that the punishment o W. L. Mackenzie may be miti- 
gated; which was ordered to be transmitted to the President of 
the United States. ; 

Mr. N. also presented the petition ofthe heirs of Daniel Pet- 
erent which was referred to the Committee on Military Af- 

fairs. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the memorial of the Mount 
Carbon Coal Company; which was referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, to which was referred the memorial of the General As- 
sembly of Missouri, praying that certain Jands in that State 
may be brought into market, asked to be discharged frem 
the further consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Capt. John 
De Treville; which was read, and ordered toa second reading, 
andthe report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to 
which had been recommitted the bill to authorize the Mount 
Carmel and New Albany Railroad Company to enter, on a 
credit, a quantity of land to aid the company in the construc- 
tion of a railroad from New Albany, in the State of Indiana, to 
Mount Carmel, in the State of Hlinois, and for other purposes, 
reported the same back to the Senate, with amendments. 

r. Y. said he was instructed by the committee to ask the Se- 
nate that the bill might be taken up, and the amendments con- 
sidered, at the present time. 

Mr. PIERCE said that his colleague, (Mr. Hupearp,] who 
was necessarily absent from his seat, had taken a prominent 

art in the discussion of this bill yesterday, and for this reason 

e hoped the Senators interested in it would consent to postpone 
its consideration until his colleague should bein his seat. 

This course being objected to, a debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. LUMPKIN, SMITH of Indiana, BENTON, CLaY of 
Alabama, YOUNG, TAPPAN, KING, CALHOUN, and 
WEBSTER, participated; when, on motion by Mr. W. the 
bill, and all similar bills on the calendar, were postponed until 
next Tuesday week. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The bill for the reliefof James McCcory; 

The hill for the relief of the heirs of Frederick Seigle; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. John Ramsey; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of John 
Jordan, degeased, late a captain in the contineutal line of artil- 
lery artificers; 
which were made the special order, being taken up, 

Mr. PIERCE addressed the Senate at great length in oppo- 
sition to the bills. 

‘After some remarke by Messrs. PRESTON and STUR- 
GEON, the bills were informally passed over. 

‘And the Senate adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, May 1, (840. f ; 

Mr: BRIGGS moved that the House at once go into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the general appropriation bill. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the Committee on Privilege, in 
the case of Messrs. Bynum and GARLAND, was postponed till 
Monday next. i 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following commu- 
nications, viz: 

1. Letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trar 
port of payments made from the privateer pension 


transmitting a re- 
tund, from 


| 
i 


_ earned, asa reason for its 


June, 1812, to July, 18375 which was, on motion of Mr. SAL. 
TONSTALL, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. ; ae 

2. Letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a re- 
port of contracts and agreements entered iuto by the Board of 
Navy Commissioners, during the year 1839; which was, on mo. 
tion of Mr. SALTONSTALL, referred to the Committee on Ex. 
penditures in the Department of the Navy, aud ordered to be 

rinted, 

a 3. Depositions in relation to the New Jersey election; which 
were, on motion of Mr. DAVIS of Pennsylvania, referred to the 
Committee of Elections. , 

The following bills, retumed from the Senate, with amend- 
ments, were taken from the SPEAKER'S table, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in, viz: , 

An act for therelief of William Wickoff; 

‘An aet for the relief of James L. Cochran; and 

‘An act for the relief of John T. Addoms. 

Several senate bills on the SPEAKER'S table were taken up, 
read twice, and appropriately referred. i 

Mr. HALL moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ment of the Senate to the bill for the relief of James L, Coch- 
Tan was concurred in. 

Mr. LINCOLN contended that it ought to be recommitted 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CROSS hoped the motion to reconsider would not pre- 
vail. Without the amendment of the Renate, the bill would be 
of no effect. It would give the person for whose benefit it was 
passed, no greater privilege than he already enjoyed in com- 
mon with all other persons. E 

Mr. THOMPSON made some remarks in opposition to the 
reconsideration, and Mr. LINCOLN in tavor; when 

Mr. PETRIKIN obtained the floor, and moved the previous 
question; which was seconded, and the main question ordered; 
which was on the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. H. HALL demanded the yeas and nays; which having 
been ordered, by unanimous consent, to save the time of the 
House, the yeas and nays were dispensed with, and the motion 
was reconsidered, and the bill was committed to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama, the House then 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, Mr. Cassy in the chair, and took up the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill. š 

The question pending when the committee rose last evening; 
was the amendment of Mr. Perrixin to increase the appropri- 
ation for the construction of the Treasury building, fiom $51,000 
to $105,000, as modified by Mr. LINCOLN. 

Mr. ADAMS defended the amendment with much animation. 
He contended that Government was bound in honor, and by 
every consideration of justice and equity, to pay these laborers 
for the work they had performed. He wished to ask the hono- 
rable gentleman of the Committee of Ways and Means, whether 
he intended to adduce the condition on which this money was 
not being paid. The gentleman had 
told them that the laborers had gone on with the work, with the 
express understanding that it wason their own responsibility as 
to whether Congress should or should not make an appropria» 
tion. But was that the reason why the gentleman tefused to ap- 
propriate the money? He would tell the gentleman that if an 
overseer on his plantation in Virginia should permit laborers to 
work onthe same condition, and depending on the gentleman to 
perform his promise, there was no court in Virginia which 
would not compel him to payit. But he wassure the gentle- 
man would never permit such a refusal to escape his lips. No; 
he knew that gentleman better than to think he would refuse to 
compensate his laborers under such circumstances. Then wh 
did he act so differently, when the Government was concern 
Mr. A. in the course of his remarks, alluded to the certificates 
given to the workmen, as shinplasters of the same character as 
Treasury notes, and which the Government was equally bound 


to pay. 

Me JONES said it appeared from the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, that he supposed he, Mr. J. did 
not understand the facts. He had, however, imagined himself 
throughly acquainted with the facts. But iihe had not, the ex- 
planation of the gentleman, delivered in so mild a manner, could 
not leave him now in ignorance. 

Mr. J. eaid, the gentleman will allow me to say that per- 
haps he himeelf has not paid sufficient attention to the matter, 
so as to understand what the facts are. I wish the gentleman 
to bear in mind, that so far from my being opposed to the pay- 
ment of these men, that on more than one occasion during this 
debate, Ihave yielded my assent to the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, which is intended to cover the 
whole amount. 

The bill would have been so drawn at first, had the money 
been then due; but at the time the bill was drawn, the labor 
had not been performed by them; and asat that time the work 
hadnot been done, of course no provision could be made to 
cover the present demand. 

Mr. J. repeated that he admitted the justice oftheclaim now 
made, and hoped the amendment would take effect, as he had 
not the slightest objection to appropriating the whole amount, 
whatever it might be, andto the amendment of the gentleman 
from North Carolina he yielded his full assent. But the gen 
tleman from Massachusetts had said it was a horrid affair to pay 
these laborers in shinplasters. Now, said Mr. J. all I have to 
say is, thatthe gentleman has a very strange idea of shinplas. 
ters. Ishould have thought, from the immense amount of 
shinplasters iesued from his favorite institutions, thathe would 
have understood the subject better. 1 will undertake to say 
that he isa greut proficient in that kind of shinplasters issued in 
such abundance from his own State. But was a certificate 
given toa laborer, specifying merely the amount of labor per- 
formed, a shinplaster ? 

But the gentleman had said we were 
notes, which were also shinpiasters. 
plasters, they were such as had 
of the first men of ourcountry. The 
men in as high stations as that which the gentleman himeelf 
once oceupied. These shinplasters had carried us through 
struggles, and brought us safely out of those struggles on more 
occasions than one, with honor to ourselves and to our county. 

The gentleman had also spoken of a “contract.” Now it 
seemed to him that the gentleman did not understand the na- 
ture of a contract near so well as he did that of shinplasters. 

Said Mr. J., my idea of a contract ia, thatit im lies the con- 
sent and obligation of both parties. But the gentleman comes 
forward and tells us that the mere assent of the President to 
allow these men to go on upon their own responsibility, was à 


issuing Treasury 
Now if they were shin- 
received the sanction of some 


had been approved b 
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contract. Now if the fact of complyiag with the request of 
these men to goon at their own risk was a coniract, why 
then the world of reasoning by which he arrives at the conclu- 
sion, Lam utterly ata loes to conceive. : 

When these laborers were suffered to go on, there was a dis- 
tinct understanding that neither the President nor Secretary 
were tobe responsible for any thing. The laborers said they 
would go on with the work mely on their own risk, and re- 
lying on an aj riativn from Cəngress. ` 
"the geneman! had asked if it was an “honorable thing.” 
What! had the gentleman, (oo, become an advocate for permit- 
ting an officer to pay money without an appropriatton by law? 
Dial the gentleman tated to aay that the Secretary had a right 
to pay debts without authority. If so, there would be no 
longer any check, and the invaluable consti(uional safeguard to 
the treasury would be remove i. : : 

He would agali say that he had not the slightest objection- 
that every doliar earned by these people should be paid; and 
that a sufficient amount should be inserted in the bill to cover 
their honest and hard earnings. He would be the last man on 
that floor to object to it. mi bys 

Ali be said was that there was no obligation to go heyond the 
amount for the payment of these individuals. He was willing 


to pay them to the last cent, if it took every dollar from the , 
‘Treasury. But when we were told that there were no means to ; 
complete these buildings, he did find tault with gentlemen who | 


ished the appropriations doubled. 
eæctions of the bill before he would tind an item of $75,000 for 
erecting a custom-house in his own State; and perhaps this 
$75.000 was but the entering wedge for greater appropriations, 

Mr. J. then adverted to the objection of some of the Opposi 
tion to the small amount ef Treasury notes, or shinplasters, as 
the gentleman called them, which had been required. They 
wished a greateramount, and if ten millions, instead of five, 
had been granted, it would have pleased them better. - 

Mr. ADAMS wished to knew why the gentleman had gone 
out of his way to speak of the custom-house at Boston, instead 
of confining himself to an answer to the question propounded. 
Mr. A. then inumated that Mr. J. wasa live offended. 

_ Mr. JONES. No; the gentleman 1s mistaken. 1 was never 
in a better temper in my life. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to know whether the gentleman meant 
when he had spoken of the “favorite institutions of the gentle- 
man.” - 

Mr. JONES said he referred to banks. 

Mr. ADAMS begged to say that if the gentleman thought the 
banks were his favorite institutions, he knew very little of his 
opinions on the subject. His opinions on that subject were no 
eecret; they were long since made known to the country. Mr. 
A. then spoke at some length in favor of the amendment, 

Mr. HUNT spoke at some length in favor of the amendment 
proposed. Suppose, he said, the House pass the bill as re- 
ported trom the Committee of Ways and Means, what becomes 
of the $53,000 due the workmen—tnoney earned by the sweat 
of the brow by the artificers and workmen on the public build- 
ings? These workmen had been compeiled to hold their certiti- 
cates from Octoher last, if they have not disposed of them to 
furnish necesearies of life to their families, till the present time, 


without one cent of interest. Willthis House, for the sake ot | 


the appearance of economy, do the crying injustice to these 
men, by withholding the appropriation! He hoped 
pot. Suppose, ins of making provision in this 


bill, the claims of these workmen should be referred to 
the Committee of Claims, of which tus honorable colleague 
{Mr. RussgLL} was chairman. He had no doubt, strict and 
rigid as that geatleman was in his investigation of claims, he 
would forthwith report a bill fer the appropriation of the full 
amount due the hard working men to whom the Government 
is now indebt. Then why oot put in this bill. He did not un- 
derstand that the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means differed as to the fprinciple of payment, but in the terms. 
He called upon the gentlemen of the Administration to know 
whether they would so limit the appropriation in this bill, un 
der the circumstances of the case, as to leave out the $53,000 
dne these mechanics—an amount legitimately belonging to this 
dill, and leave it to be be hereafter provided for by the Com- 
mittee of Claims. It would be doing crying injustice to these 
meritorious men. Me. H. concluded by expressing a wish that 
the debate would not be extended, but that an appropriation in 
proper amounts would be made. : 

r. LINCOLN said there was already $60,000 due these 
workmen for labor performed. The esumates furnished by 
the architec: called for an appropriation of $105,090, and there 
was no good reason why it should not be appropriated. He in: 
quired of the chairman whether it was proposed to limit the 
appropriati n to the amount due, and discontinue the work. 

Mr. JONES said that the amount called for in the bill, was all 
that it was thought the conditions of the Treasury would war- 
Tant the expenditure of. He thought it should be sufficient for 
the present. Mr. J. was understood to say that the amount of 
appropriation was proposed to be limited to what was due the 
workmen. 

Mr. LINCOLN. Then the building isto stop. Mr. L. then 
spoke at some length to show the importance of further appro- 

riation, on the score of economy, to continue the buildings: 
materials collected would be wasted if the appropriation 
was withheld. 
men to throw them off at this time, considering the circum- 
stances under which they were brought here. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL said if the question now was, whether 
hese buildings should be put up, then he might hesitate about 
the appropriation. His creed was, that when public buildings 
were constructed, they shonld be of durable materials; and 
built in such a manner as would be honorable to the nation. It 
‘Was not a proper economy at all times to put up a building at 
the smallest cost. Ie then spoke of the location of the pub. 
lic buildings now constructing, to which he objected. The 
Post Office building was being constructed with a beauty 
of material which any citizen of the country would feel a pride 
and gratification t behold; but, from its location in a narrow 
street, the whole effect is destroyed. If these buildings were 
abandoned in their unfinished state, the materials would remain 
ecattered and subject to wante and ruin, unless a large appro- 
priation was made to gather them up and take care of them. It 
would be disgraceful t the nation to abandon the worke in their 
present condition, or to refuse to appropriate the amount of. 
money due to the workmen. is Government was not so 
bankrupt, he said, but that it could afford the appropriation pro- 
posed in the amendment: if it wasin that condition, it had bet- 
terapply to the circuit court, and take the benefit. Let the Go. 


It would be doing great injustic to the work- - 


gentleman from Massachusetts would notgo through many 


` thorize the House in making 


vernment do as an individual would do under similar circum- 
stances, to prevent the loasof property from the want of fur- 
ther means to prevent it—:aise the money on security or mort- 
gage of the property, or by the issue of more Treasury notes. 

ut he had do doubt that there would be a sufficient balance left 
unexpended of the amount of these notes alr-ady issued to au- 
the appropriation. : 

Mr. MONROE advocated the amendment asa measure of 
economy. Ifthe appropriation be withheld, and the workmen 
stopped, the dilapi £ 
the materials would be so scattered before it will be again 
commenced, that it would cest double the amount then as is 


| now requiredto complete the building. 


Mr. MARVIN said if there was not a singie gentleman op- 
posed to the amendment, why not take the vote upon it. If 


: gentlemen were prepared to stop the building, let them vote 
| against the amendment, and rice versa. True economy re- 


: quired that the appropriation should 


be made. He, therefore, 
hoped the question would be taken. He had no doubt there 
was not a man who did not properly understand the subject. 
Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina censured the course of 
the Secretary of the Treasury for not recommending the 
amount necessary to pay the workmeg for the labor already 
performed on this building, and for continuing the construction 
of the buildings. He advocated the appropriation of such an 
amount as would continue the employment to the workmen, 
and to the completion of these buildings. He would not sen 
them off now, when no labor eould be procured elsewhere; nor 
would he wish to see the plighted faith of the Government vio- 


ation of the building would be so great, and ' 


lated by withholding the amount due these workinen fer the , 


labor already performed for the Government. He wasalso op- 
posed to saddiing any future Administration with a debt in- 
curred by the present. 

In the course of hisremarks, Mr. T. adverted toa censure he 
had passed some time ago on the Reporters of the Globe. He 
said he felt it his duty to admit that he had done the Re- 
porters injustice on the occasion, as he did not believe they 
would, intentionally, misrepresent him. g 

Mr. PETRIKIN eaid he would ask the indulgence of the 
committee for a few minutes, whilst he paid his respects to the 
gentleman from South Carelina, (Mr. THompson,] who had just 
spoken. The gentleman (said Mr. P.) has, according to his 
usual practice, given us a speech, one half of it on things he 
knows nothing about, and the other half about matters having 
no relevancy to the subject before the committee; something 
like a fish roe, thrown into ahot pan, jumping about, snapping, 
and cracking, and finally leaving neither form ner substance. 
The gentleman frem South Carolina had asserted that “ every 
patriot in the country was anxious to change the rulers of the 
country.” This assertion, or rather denunciation, he (Mr. P.) 
denied, and considered of a piece with many of the gentleman’s 
assertions, and the pretensions of many of his party to exclusive 
“patriotism, decency, &c.” Mr. P. thought if the gentle. 
man’s patriofism was like some other matters he talked of- 
ten about, and he was to be the standard by which others 


. were to be judged, there were but few patriow in the coun: | 


souner such patriots left the country, the bet- 


try, and the 1 
believed, however, that there were but few men in 


ter. Mr. P. 


| the United States who were not patriots at heart, no matter 


| fourof whom were Democrat 
| Itwas prepared withont regar: 


what political party they belonged to. As to the amendment 
now under consideration, it was approved of by a committee, 
andone Whig, without dissent. 
to any man’s previousopinions, 
and sent to this House. He (Mr. P.) was one of them, 
fered the amendment. This committee acted as men of prin- 
ciple—never suffered political prejudices to interfere with 
their duty as men, in that committee room, when no party 
principles were involved, but judged of things submitted to 
them according tothe facts, having due regard to doing justice 
to the Government and te individuals. He {Mr. T.] accuses 


the friends of the Administration in this House of sacrificing ‘ 


their morale at the shrine of party. It comes with a ba 
grace from the gentleman, or his party, to lecture this House 
on morality. A review of their actions, as legislators general- 
ly, would prove this clearly. 

The discrepancy between the estimate of the amount in- 
serted in the present bill as necessary to complete those pub- 
lic buildings, and the sum found now to be necessary, is easily 
accounted for. The estimate in the bill was made in December 
last, before the work was done. The amendment now offered 
is predicated on estimates of work principally done. Mr. P. 
did not consider the President to blame in this matter. He 
had neither time nor inclination to attend to matters of this 
kind ; nor was Mr. P. prepard to blame the Secretary of the 
Treasury. He hadto depend on the very uncertain informa- 
tion furnished by the architect, and every one knew how un- 


certain such data generally was. Thegentleman had expressed ` 


himself as horroc-stricken that the President had given direc- 
tions to reduce the hours of work at the public buildings to ten 
hours. He has asserted that the President had directed this to 
be done by proclamation. 

How did that gentleman ascertain this? Mr. P. would like 
to know his authority. It wasthe duty of the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings to make this matier public, and in discharge 
of his duty he did publish it, for the information of the nume- 
rous persons interested in a knowledge of it. Was thie a 
crimmal matter in the President? If he had not done it, he 
would have been very propery denounced in this House. 

Mr. P. said he would inform the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina that it was a common thing in Pennsylvania, for those em- 
ploying white men, to specify the hours for work. When this 
was not done to the satisfaction of the workmen, they cailed on 
their employers and stated their grievances. Mr. P. would in- 
form the gentleman from South Carolina, that the labor of the 
Northern and Middle State was generally done by freemen, 
who knew their rights, and were not afraid to assert them. It 
often happened that when those workmen suppose they are 
aggrieved, they turn out, and as they call it, and cease working 
until they are satisfied. They consider themselves ut liberty 
to work, or let it alone, . 

The gentleman affects a great deal of sympathy for the slarv- 
ing condition of the mechanics and laboring classes of society 
throughout the country generally. He would (said Mr, P.) take 
the libert of informing the gentleman that his sympathies were 
misplaced, as to those men. There was no one of those classes 
suffering or starving, that would work, or had health. It was a 
fact that around the large manufacturing districts there was 
some suffering, caused by the gross, dishonest conduct of the 
gentleman’s friends, the banks, but the mass of the Jaboring class 
were fat from being in a suffering state. All who would work 
could get employment and fair wages. Mr. P. could speak 


and of- `: 


ee 


He was in the habit of employing 
alargo number of workmen. A year ago he paid laborers from 
$1 134 to 81 25 per day, when they had to pay for beef from 8 
to 10 cents per pound; for bacon from 16 to 19 cents per pound; 
and for flour from 8to l0dollars per barrel. Now laborers 
were paid 87$ cents per day, They bought thelr beef for from 
4to6 cents per pound; bacon from7 to 12 cents per pound; 
and flour $5 per barrel. Now, said Mr. P. can the gentleman 
from South Carolina tell, by cyphering, which set of prices is 
the beat for the laboring men? Mr. P. regretted to hear gentle- 
men dragging every subject that came before this House into 
the arena of politics, no matter how foreign from the subject. 
It did not say much for the morality of those doing so. Mr. P. 
went on to urge the adoption of the amendment as a benefit to 
the public,by preserving the buildings, and rendering the records 
now in it safe. 

The House again resolved itself into committee and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill. 

The question being on the adoption of the amendment of Mr. 
Prrrixin, a count was taken by tellers, (Messrs. Bricos and 
CHAPMAN of Alabama acting as such,) who reported—ayes 
8b, noes 43, So the amendment was agreed to. 

The clause appropriating $45,000 for continuing the con- 
struction of the new Patent Office building having been read, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out $45,000, and to insert 
“g1u0,000 to complete the sail building, including for entire 
occupancy, and for the portico.” 

Mr. P said that this amount was in conformity with the esti- 
mates of the Commissioner of Public Buildings. The build- 
ing would he damaged and ruined if the amount proposed was 
aot appropriated. 

After a lew remarks from Mr. STANLY, the committee was 
divided on the adoption of the amendtnent of Mr. PETRIKIN, 
and there being—ayes 56, noes no quorum voting, 

The committee rose, and the chairman reported that fact to 


the House. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved a call of the House; and Mesers. 
GyiryitH and Paorrit having been appointed tellers to ascer- 
tain whether there should be a call, reported that there were— 
wT ease red, but there being a quorum present, by uni 

call was orde ut there a quorum nt, by uni- 
veral consent, all further proceeding in the call was dleganesd 


with, and 

Mc. LINCOLN moved to amend the amendment by stuiking 
out $45,000, and inserting, after the word “dollars,” the words, 
“to complete the said building for entire occupancy, together 
with the portico,” including arrearages of $42,000 due to the 
workmen. ; 

Mr. PETRIKIN accepted the above as a modification 
of his. ‘ i 

After afew remarks from Messrs. LINCOLN and PETRI- 
KEN in favor of the amendment, and by Messrs. PROFFIT, 
JONES of Virginia, STANLY, and BOND, in explanation of 
the expenditures of the building, : 

The question was taken, and the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. STANLY moved to strike out $155,000 for alterations 
and repairs of the Capitol, and incidental expenses, &c.; but 
after a few explanatory remarks by Mesers. JONES of Virginia, 
and LINCOLN, the motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. STANLY moved to strike out $1,200 salary to the princi- 
pal officer, and ineert the sum of $1,000. í 

Mr. LINCOLN said he was opposed to the amendment. The 
salary of this officer was increased last session by the action of 
both Houses of Congress, after the most Mature consideration. 
This gentleman has the superintendence of the whole of the 
public grounds, amounting to about one hundred acres. He 
was not as well paid asthe common laborer under his charge, 
considering the amount of his labors. You cannot procure the 
services of a competent man any where. He remains in the 
service of the Government at a less amount than he could get 
elsewhere. He could get more from any private gentleman 
who was acquainted with his capscity to attend to their grounds, 
if his services were needed. He was actually astonished at the 
quantity'of groands he had to attend, and the great amount of 
labor hehad to perform. He referred gentlemen to the condi- 
tion of the public grounds now as compared with its condition 
before he was taken into the employ of the Government, asan 
evidence of his merit. 7 

Mr. J. W. JONES said he was much in the situation of the 
chairman of the Committee on the Public Buildings. When 
Mr. J. came to look at thesubject, he was much astonished on 
becoming acquainted with the amount of business under the su- 
perintendent’s charge, The gentléman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Linconn] said that the euperintendant had something like 
one hundred acres of public gronnda under his superintendence, 
and had shown that their condition was such as tW satisfy every 
one that the superintendent was a faitful agent. Those mem 
bers who were in Congress six years ago would be surprised to 
see the state of the publie grounds, compared with their former 
condition. Something like five acres was in shrubbery and or- 
namental trees, and kept in tke most beautitul condition. The 
superintendent had not jess than five miles of walks to attend to, 
besides the trimming of trees. His attention was devoted to 
all those services. Gentlemen would find him to bea servicea- 
ble man. : 

Mr. STANLY made some remarks, in the course of which he 
censured Mr. Linco for testifying to the merits of the garden- 
et. He said Mr. L. made himself a pack horse for all the 
abuses of the Administration. i 

Mr. LINCOLN said it was his duty as chairman .of the 
Committee on the Public Buildings and Groands (under whose 
supervision the labors and duties of this gentleman came,) be- 
Ing perfectly conversant with the subject, to testify to his quali- 
fications. He also felt it due, from a sense of propriety, and a 
sense. of justice to this individual, that he ehould give to the 
committee the information he possessed. 

Mr. STANLY again spoke. , 

Mr. LINCOLN thought it true economy to pay this individu- 
al $1,200. He saves the Government, by his care and attention, 
anamount equal to half his salary. Since he had been in the 
employment of the Government, he had cultivated a great 
number of plants; and the Government had been put to very 
tittle expense for shrubbery. He is a scientific gardener, and a 
man of great skill. Gentlemen in New York and Philadelphia 
were anxious to get him out of the employment of ine ne 
vernment; and he had no doubt he would have gone ee of 
salary had not. been increased last year. Ho was m 1 s ror a 
continuing the appropriation; ioe was not done 

ave this ciy. 
er iene waa Men taken on the amendment of Mr. 


T A NLY, and disagreed to without d count. 


knowingly on this subject. 
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BS of Virginia submitted the following amendment 


Mr. 3 INE “Mr. J. W. JONES inoen = amendment for the repair oe \ failed to hear much of what Mr. Stany had said. 
tothe bilh viz; o a : ublic works at Staten Island, the sum of $29,720; whic É i 
“For € tion to the Judge of the Superior Court of St. Paen rendered necessary in ‘consequence of the late storm; That gentleman had a standing piece of evidence 


Auguating, East Florida, for examination of claims under theact || which amendment wasagreed to. 

Afine 23, 1834, for the yeare 1839 and 1840, one thousand nine Mr. LINCOLN here noved that the committee rise; and on 
ħundred and forty-five dollars: Provided, That all said claims |] a count bein taken by tellers to ascertain whether the com- 
in which proof shall not be produced to the said Judge, and |) mittee would rise, no quorum voted. 


4 


every thing that came up in discussion. Mr. J’s 
‘objection to it was, that it was an ex parfe investi- 


deemed by hth 10, be eeu OTTE hin the to ihe approval of The committee then rose, and the chrirman reported that fact gation, directed to objects pret connie when 
the l , within the period of eighteen || tothe House. i mmitiee was appointed, and the officers 
months from the date of the passage of this act, shall be dis- Mr. ANDREWS moved a call of the House; but a motion the commi ppo 7 3 


‘charged had had no opportunity of reply and de- 
fence. He protested against allowing such a sort 
f of proof to operate against any individual. He 
' contended that, in the case of Mr. Throop, his no- 


missed; and no further proceedings under the act aforesaid || having b ad j i 

$ c g been made that the House adjourn, the question was 
shall be had; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby re- || taken by tellers, (Messrs Gocarn and CHAPMAN acting as such,) 
quired to give notice ef the limmtation herein provided, by pub- who reported—ayes 29, nays 96. 
lication in the several newspapers primed ìn the Territory of Sethe House refused to adjou:n. 


Florida, for the period of six months after the passage of this The House again went into Committee of the Whole on the nten i 

GRAVES raised a question oforder. He considered th state of ma nian, and resumed the consideration of the bill, mination had been subpiiet a pa Senate. As 

. . the T. IS moved an appropriation of $27,500 to purchase J the architect, the office was neces- 

amendment out of order, on the ground that there was no exist- || alot of ground on the east side of the custom-house, Pine street, to the oe s ed E h w. orks of the highest od? 

ing law authorizing the appropriation; and i in New York, for the purpose of light and ventilation to that || sary, and applied to e £ er. 
‘After a few remarks by Messrs. GIDDINGS, JONES of Vir- || building; and And if the salary was reduced, the Government 


ginia, and GRAVES, Afiera few remarks by Mr. C. in favor of the amendment 
The CHAIR ruled the amendment outof order; and it was not and Mr. JONES of Virginia, on the question whether it was 
pressed by the mover, 


: in order 
Mr. OGLE moved to strike out $3,665 for repairs of the Presi- The CHAIR ruled that the amendment was not in order on 
dent’shouse. the ground that there was no existing law that would authorize 


could not command the services of a competent in- 
dividual. The salary was, in fact, fixed by law, 
but was left discretionary with the President. Mr. 


Mr. OGLE then took the floor, and said he would com: |) the appropriation. : J. opposed a change of minister for chargéj,in the 
mence by the examination of a speech delivered by the gen- Mr. JONES of Virginia moved the following amendments, |} Austrian, Prussian, and Mexican missions. The 
demin itom- Massach usen, mr: Lancorm mee ago, in || viz: ae ali first two powers complained of a violation of treaty 
R : l o the Presidents furni- i Fot repalts of the custom-house building at New Bedford, ! on our part, and it was proper that ministers of 
co lahis preliminary tan naea, E reference on For repairs of the custom-house building at New London, ||} the first grade showld be retained in pe so im- 
AGL ence.” He also spoke of cer- || $1,700. i i t lately been concluded wit 

tain persons, who, perhaps, were in the babit of visiting the For repairs of the marine hospital at Norfolk, $4.100. poi A ses y had a y f high im ani h 
White House, shaking the President’s taper fingers, and sip- ‘After a few remarks by Messrs. STANLY, JONES, CUR- |}; Sar inia, relaung a subject 0 igh imp: Ce, 
pin hie wine UN acd to kad “orb emar : TIS, and MONROR; the amendments wan agreed to. A ; providing for the introduction and transportation 

t. = no e g-ntleman mean Mr. J. W. JONES moved to reduce t e appropriation for ||; imi i s 
by “palace influence.” tree donees incurred by the commission, under the act remit- ‘of tobacco to all the limits of that kingdom, extend 


Mr. OGLE said he would explain ashe progressed with his || ting duties on goods destroyed by fire in New York, from || ing to the borders of Switzerland, France, &c. and 
Ceara $3,354, to the sum of $1,350; and after a debate in which |) thus opened the door to an extension of the tobacco 
“Mr. LINCOLN said he wished an answer then, as he would || Messrs. STANLY, DAWSON, CURTIS, and EVANS, parti- trad All the 22 cantons of Switzerland, save 
submit to no personal abuse er imputation of his motives from |; cipated, and inexplanation by Mr. J. W. JONES, the amend- ade. , the ; rand, 

any opo.. He would tell the gentleman that he had been inthe || ment was agreed to. one, (Vallais,) were free to its admission. In 
Presid¢nt’s House, and drank less of his wines than perhaps Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to strike out the appropriation France it was a Government monopoly, and sold 


thé géntteman himself. for the {ull minister to Spain, for the purpose of sending a < i ; ; 
Mr, OGLE ate to disclaim any intention of im- Charge, if the President should think ihe relations sobeinting under high duties to the population, producing to 
é wos Of Mr. 


‘Mr. Liweoun, or as intending any thing || between these two countries deemed it warrantable; and, the French Government a revenue more than half 
. He thén took up the speech alinded to, and was pro- After a debate in which Messrs. J. W. JONES, ADAMS, || as great as that of the United States, from all 
EVERETT, and EVANS, participated, the latter gentleman Skate : 

moved the following amendment as a modification of the above, sources whatever. s 
to come inat the end of the paragraph making provision for Mr. BELL called the attention of Mr. Jones to 
the salaries of the micia a ue a aa dollara dreadh the superintendence of the architect of the public 
part thereof as may he necessary, may be applied to the outfit || buildings. He thought the circumstances were 
and “ ca E Charge d’ Affaires to Spain in lieu a3 Minister. |} such as called loudly for some provision of law. 

. MT., a accepted the above asa nmi cation. ] ` 

Mr. STANLY obtained floor; and on his motion the commit- He then recurred to disbursements made for the 
tee rose; and then erection of the branch mint at Dahlonega, in Geor- 
On motion, the House, at 11 o’clock, p. m. gia. The officers by whom these disbursements 
Adjourned. were made were appointed, he believed, at the dis- 
cretion of the President, and no law existed requi- 
HOUSE OF REENE TN EIO IVES, ring securities to be taken. Im relation to the 
, May <s g buildings in this city the Board of Inspectors, with- 
out any direct violation of law, had brought Con- 
gress under an obligation which no House of Re- 


After the jouraal had been read, 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the House resolved 
presentatives dare refuse to discharge. He did not 
refer to this as a charge against the Administration, 


itself into a Committee of the Whote on the state 
of the Union, and resumed the consideration of the 
but only to show the need of further provision on 
that subject. 


bill making appropriation for the civil and diplo- 
Mr. JONES said the Committee of Ways and 


matic expenses of the Government for the year 
1840. 
‘The question pending was on a motion made by i i 

Mr. Evans, to allow the money appropriated for et i ie we ees them, and 

the salary of the Minister to Spain, in case of his Mr. BELL referred to the case of work done on 

return, to be applied a a Charge, to be sent in his || the raft of the Red river, where Congress had been 

place, if the President should think proper $o || brought under a similar obligation without any au- 
thority of law. Here there were three cases, all 
showing the necessity of further legal provision to 


to do. 
Mr. CUSHING observed there was no quorum, 
prevent the recurrence of such abuses. 
Mr. JONES could not see how this subject par- 


and thai with so few members present, it would 
not be fair to take the question. 
Mr. STANLY said he would take that oppor- || ? s 
ticularly pertained to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. It seemed impossible to satisfy gentlemen. 
If, in such cases, men were not employed, the Ad- 


tunity to say afew words in relation to Messrs. 

Throop and Maxcy, our Charges at Belgium and 
ministration were blamed; if men were employed, 
the Administration were no less censured, Mr. J. 


Naples.. He then referred to the report of the In- 

vestigating Committee, for the purpose of showing 
invited Mr. B. to present a bill to suit the cases re- 
ferred to by him. It should have Mr. J’s hearty 


that Mr. Throop had been negligent, while acting 
support. 


as naval officer at New York, or he might have 

prevented the frauds of Swartwout. Also, that 

Mr. Maxcy, when acting as Solicitor of the Trea- 

sury, had, through his negligence, been one cause Mr. BELL rejoined, reminding Mr. J. that he 

of the frauds of Mr. Price. He wished to know || had expressly disclaimed all intention to bring 

from the chairman of the Committee of Ways and || any charge in this matter against the Government. 

Means, how it was that these men had been pro- || As to his own bringing in a bill on the subject, 
he perceived it would be utterly in vain. There 
might§certainly be some arrangement in relation 
to the buildings at Washington, fixing the 


moted to office, instead of being punished for their 
responsibility somewhere, and let it be no longer 


negligence. 
Mr. SMITH of Maine called Mr. Sranty to 
vagrant between the architect, superintendent, and 
Board of Inspectors. Let some one have legal 


order, on the ground that his remarks were not 
relevant to the question then before the com- 
control of disbursements, so that responsibility 
might be fixed. 


mittee. 
Mr. STANLY contended that he was no more 
The question being now put, the amendment was 
agreed to. 


out of order than many other gentlemen. 
‘Mr. CUSHING made some brief remarks on 
So it was left discretional with the Executive 
Department to replace the Minister to Spain by a 


the amendment of Mr. Evans. He was of opi- 
Mr. CUSHING made explanations, and advert- 


perso 
ceeding toexamipe it, when 
r. LINCOLN said it mightbe as well to inform the gentle- 
man that the speech in question was delivered one evening 
oust orient 


à. would correct as soon as he should have time to write out a 
’ and, under these circumstances, he could not repress 


Ws) t [r i 

apeech of his colleague, (Gen. Kemm, ] delivered some time ago, 
on the game subject, and. was proceeding to speak of certain 
shinplasters issued in the county of Berks. 

For this he was called to order, on the eee of irrelevancy. 

Mr. KEIM hoped hig colleague would be permitted to go on, 
and empty his reservoir of filth at once. 

` Mr. OGLE then resumed, and concluded his remarks. 

Mr. LINCOLN ihlowed, and. with much warmth, and in a 
moat withering manner, repelled the insinuations thrown out by 
the member who last spoke, [The remarks of Mr. L. will ap- 

cat at the earliest opportunity.) 
The clause of the bill appropriating. 98,000 for the payment 
the artista engaged in executing four historical paintings for 
. the yacant panels Of the rotunda of the Capitol, having been 


“Mr. LINCOLN moved the following amendment, which was 
accepted by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, viz: Provided the paintings are in such a state of pro- 

asa as, in reference to the whole sum to be paid to the artists 
respectively, for their execution, shall, in the opinion of the 
President of the United States, render it proper to make euch 

ayments. - : 

‘Afier a few remarks from Messrs. ANDREWS, JONES of 
Virginia, STANLY, LEWIS WILLIAMS, and ADAMS, as to 
the nature of the contract, the amendment was agreed to. 

The paragraph appropriating $8,000 to Luigi Persico and Ho- 
ratio Greenough for statues to adorn the two blockings on the 
east frontof the Capitol, hav been read, 

Mz. LINCOLN moved the following amendment, which was 
accepted by the chairman of the Committes of Ways and 
Means, and agreed to, viz: — 

“(Pprowided, That the work is in such a state of progress as 
in reference to the whole sum to be paid to the artists respec- 
tively for thelr execution, shall, in the opinion of the President 
of the United States, readey it proper to make such payments.” 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved to strike out the appropriation of 
$725,000 for the expenses of taking the next census, and insert 
$740,000; which was agreed to. 

“Some conversation here took placa between Messrs. WADDY 
THOMPSON, EVANS, and SMITH of Maine, as to the man- 
nerin which. the sustom-house at New York was constructed, 
and as to the propriety of reducing that appropriation. 

- Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved to strike it out. 

Mr. LINCOLN opposed the amendment, and showed that 
the amount now proposed to be appropriated was $75,000 lees 
than the estimates called for. The site had been altered aince 
the building was authorized to be constructed. _ It was thought 

advisable to have it Jocated in a position more convenientto the 
shipping than was at first contemplated. The consequence 

was, that the land. on which it is located cost considerably 

more than that on which it was proposed to locate it at first. 
after a few remarks by Mr. JON S of Virginia, showing the 
necessity of thea propriation, the question was taken, and the 

amendment was agreed to. . 


nion: that the Department had the discretionary 

pren but thought the mission to Spain . would 
ave to be restored. 

r. JONES having been late in bis arrival, had 


ion which to found charges against any thing and i 


| 
| 


rearea 


` of view. We were competitors with Fraace and 


l 


‘of peace among the nations. 


-missions to Austria, Prussia, and Mexic», would be | 


` American, he claimed a right to speak freely and 


made last evening. What he had said then he had 


ed to a report, stated to dim in letters, 6 
Great Britain was endeavoring. to obtain from | 
Mexico posse:sion of Upper Califernia, with a 
view to its relation to the territories of the United 
States, and also of taking a cession of territory as 
security for Mexican bonds in England. She was 
said, also, to have in view the establishment in 
that quarter of a colony of free blacks. Hen 
he urged the necessity of sleepless vigilance ovet 
the movemen's of the British Goverament in 
Mexico. If the object of England be accom- } 
plished (said Mr. C.) we shall be in the grasp of ; 
the boa constrictor. He was opposed to any fur- 
ther extension of British territory on the American | 
frontier. His argament, from these views, was, |; 
that a minister should be retained in Mexico. He''. 
also opposed any change in the Prassian and Aus- : 
trian missions, and went into some remarks on the 
importance of our interests with the Austrian ; 
Government, especially in reference to tobacco and | 
cotton. One of the benefits obtained for our 
trade by the late minister at Austria had been the 
removal of a forty days’ quarantine in her ports. 
He dwelt on the advantages thus obtained for the 
cotton trade. Similar benefits were to be hoped 
for the tobacco trade and the fisheries. The cost of 
the mission was a bagatelle, in comparison to these 
tenefits. He then examined the importance of 
our mission to Prussia. A Prussian arbiter was to 
settle all questions arising between us and Mexico, 
on cur treaty with the latter. Prussia was at the 
head of the German commercial league, which 
was gradually revolutionizing the trade of the con- 
tirent, entirely to the advantage of American trade 
and manufactures; and hence he opposed a substi- 
tution of a charge for a minister at the, Prussian 
Court. Negotiations, at this day, had reference 
chiefly to commercial treaties—which afforded an 
indication of the spread and strength of the spirit 


He agreed with Mr. Jones as to the beneficial 
character of the late treaty with Sardinia, and ar- 
gued the propriety of our having a charge in that 
country. ‘The relations thus established were im- 
portant in a political as well as commercial point 


Engtand, which expos d us to collisions with both 
those powers, and hence it was our interest to be on 
amicable relations with the other nations of Eu- 
rope who ha: little maritime power, especially those 
on the Mediterranean. 

Mr. C. concluded by expressing his hope that the 


suffered to remain as they were. a 

~Mr. PROFFIT commented on the remarks of 
Mr. C. as impr: per from a member of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. That gentleman’s 
remaiks on a former occasion had operated ivju- 
riously to us abroad, and tended to produce an im- 
pression that there was a party in this country jea- 
sous and unfriendly towards great Britain. 

Mr. CUSHING, in defence, adveried to sugges- 
tons made last evening by the gentleman from 
Vermont, (Mr. Evererrt,] and insisted that his re- 
marks were in order, and tothe point. Because 
he wasa member of the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, was his mouth to be clus<d in all that related 
to our foreign affairs? It was an exiraordioary Í 
doctrine, and applied to no other committee. He | 
had adverted not to mere ramors, but to subjects 
with which British publications were teeming. 
Were we to be restrained trom discuss.ng our own 
affairs ia our own way, from a dread ofthe British 
newspapers, or some sensitive member of the Bri- 
tish Parliament? He might speak by the hour, the 
day, or the week, on party questions, and nobody 
would zay a word against it; but as soon as he 
touched the vital, permanent interests of the na- 
tion, he was to be lectured, and catechized, and 
choked down. He spoke as he had a right to speak; 
as a member of the House and of Cengress, as an 


fully on all national questions, 
Mr. EVERETT adverted to the remarks he had 


not said as a member of the Committee on Foreig 
Affairs, but simply on his own responsibility. H 
had trodden with great care; he had made no mo- 
tion to strike out the clause in question, but had 


cial to Southern interests,so long as they were doing 
any thing; but if not, he was for reducing their ex- 
pense. 


required the presence of a full minister there. He 


should nfake no motion, but, leave the question to | 


e discretion of the Executive. $ 

Mr. PROFFIT responded with warmth to Mr. 
Cusnina; and being called to order, and ralad to be 
outof order, resumed his seat. 

Mr. STANLY then moved to strike out the 
item for sa'aries to Charges to Belgium and Na- 
ples, on the ground that their neglecting to prevent 
the frauds of Messrs. Price and Swairwout, dis- 
qualified them for so responsible a station. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE contended, that admitting 
the allegation were true, that was no reason why 
our relations with Belgium and Naples should 
cease, which would be the effect.of the gentle- 
man’s motion, should it prevail. He said it would 
be obvious that the withholding of a minister's 
salary d:d put an end, while it continued, to our 
intercourse with a nation to whom sech minister 
was sent. The incompetency of individuals, even 
admitted, was no reason for discontinuing a public 
mission abroad. He would not be. drawn into a 
nsideraticn of the charges formerly reporied 
gainst these individuals. They had been lawful- 
y appointed. No complaint was made of the 
ischarge of their duties abroad, and he would 
hot vote to discontinue their salaries. 

Messrs. GRAVES and GRAHAM of North 
(Carolina advocated the amendment. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL thought this a most extra- 


jordinary proceeding. The report of the Investi- 


gating Committee had been quoted, which report 


if referred to men who had no notice of such exami- 
nation, some of whom were abroad atthe time it | 


took place, and at home the whole prececding was 
ex parte. Gentlemen wished to cut off the salar.es 
of Messrs. Maxcy and Throop, both o! whom 
were out of the country at the time the committee 
were at New York. Was sucha course fair? 
Was the House resolved into a star chamber to 


|! condemn men without notice, or opportunity to 


defend themselves? Mr. V. then alluded to the 
friendship which existed between Swartwout and 
the Whigs, and to the fact that, when the former 
left office, the merchants presented him with a 
service of plate,as a testimony of their esieem. 
The fault of Messrs. Maxcy and Throop was, that, 
with men of all parties, they had placed too mach 
confidence in him, and yet for this confidence, their 
services abroad, how valuable soever, must be cut 
off. He thoughtit very unjast. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine contended that the item 
in the bill did not at all involve the qualifications 
of the incumbents of the office proposed to be abo- 
lished. He then called the atiention of the com- 
mittee toa case of culpable neglect and extrava- 
gance which had once excited the attention øf th2 
whole country. He alluded, to the appointment of 
General Harrison as Minister Plenipotenfiary to 
Colombia by Mr.. Adams. jIt would be fgund that 
the hero of North Bend re¢eived his $9,000 outfit 
ond $9,000 salary, as Minister to Coigmbia, and 
yet, instead of proceeding gt once to hig post— 

-Mes-rs. C. JOHNSON; GRAVES, and others, 
here called Mr. S. to order, on the ground of ire- 


levancy. Z 
Mr. SMITH. Ah! I see howzitis. I see the 
shot tells. Whenever [have abhot that tells, I 


always know it, because-the pigedns flatter. lge- 
nerally take pretty good aim, and it it perhaps na- 
tural that the birds should flutigt, when they know 
the shot will take effect. 
After some debate on t 
CHAIR decided that Me. Spf: 
Mr. SMITH then resarged, and said it was a 
well known fact that, after the appointment of 
Gen. Harrisen us Minister to Colombia, at a sala- 
ry of $9,000, with an outfit of $9,000, instead of 
proceeding at once to bis post, he remained quietly 
laxariating for.six months at. his palace at North 
Bend; and it was not until after the election of the 


He had had the impression that, since our : 
treaty with Mexico, there could be no duties which , 
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&c. that i||; only suggested some changes in the grades of some 
` of our foreign ministers, with a view to economy. | 
| He had no wish to dispense with any mission, such 
| as those to Prussia and Austria, which was benefi- 


Hero of New Orleans that he saw. the necesaty of 
making tracks for Colombia. This cosmid: not. be 
denied; and while gentlemen were altempting to 
implicate Messrs. Maxcy and Throop, by a report 
not acted upon by the House, he wished them to 
remember the conduct of the Hero of North Bend. 

After some remarks from Mr. GRAVES, 

Mr. ADAMS said he had no recollection as to 
whether Gen. Harrison had, or had not, received 
the amount of his ralary and outfit. He believed, 
however, that the general practice had: been not to 
pay ministers their outfits until they were ready to 
set out on their. missions, and never to advance 
them their salaries till they set out. . From. this 
general rule there were many exceptions, to enable 
gentlemen, in particular cases, to settle their pri- 
vate affairs, before leaving the country, and there 
might have been some advances of outfit, byt none, 
so far as he knew, of salary. If there were sugh 
in the case of Gen. Harrison, he knew there were 
circumstances which, if made koown, would : justi- 
fy it. Mr. A. then complained that whenever a 
charge was made against any officer, which it: was 
in the power of Congress to correct, the gentlemen 
from Maine would call up some case of equal or 
greater corruption which happened previously. 

Mr. SMITH. That isa very good mode of set- 
tiing accounts. : 

Mr. STANLY contended that the President, in 
appointing Messrs. Throop and Maxcy to office, 
had treated the report of the Investigating Commit- 
tee with contempt. He repiied to Mr. DROM- 
GOOLE, whose course, he said, was harder to, define 
than that ofan eagle in the air, or a serpent oa a 
rock. 

Mr. CURTIS was proceeding to defend the 
course of the Investigating Committee, of which 
he had been a member, when $ 

Mr. VANDERPOEL disclaimed having in 
timated any impropriety on the part of the com 
mittee. ; ae 

Mr. CURTIS then quoted largely from ‘he re- 
port, with a view of showing that had Mr. Throop 
exercised proper caution, the defalcations.of Swart- 
wout would never have occurred. He had no 
idea that Mr.. Throop had connived at ihe fraud 
committed, but had.he done his duty. that: fraed 
could never have succeeded... Mr. G, was under- 
stood to deny that any service of plate bad: been 
presented to Swartwout. s oe gudai d 

Mr. VANDERPOEL rejoined... . Fe had hither- 
to forborne to enter into the political dissussions.of 


| the House, but when he heard. old: aad long tried 


| duais past life. 


friends accused, who had honarably discharged 
hig: and important duties, he could. not: sit: still 
and absiain from defending them. He then went 
iotoa review of Mr. Taroop’s political history, 
and to the time when he was elevated to the gu- 
bernatoriat chair of the State of New York. Yes, 
said Mr. V. I remind my colleague of the good old 


.time when he and I worked shoulder. to shoulder 


in supporting Mr. Throop and. ihe Jackaon cause. 
Mr. V. represented that the head and. frout of the 
offence was, that Mr. Throop bad‘ been tao confid- ` 
ing in Mr. Swartwout. His colleague could not, 
and dare not, intimate any thing against his honor 
and integrity. Then, was it an honorable -and 
Christian spirit to visit suck an offence by cutting 
off the present appropriation? i l 

Mr. CURTIS denied having said any thing far- 
ther against Mr. Throop than his neglect of the 
duties of his station. He was set as a check upon 
Swartwout, and his confidence in his friead had 
induced him wholly to neglect the duties he was 
appointed to perform. i Bag 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked, where was the ne- 
cessity of going back to the neglects of an indivi- 
Such a principle, if carried out 
would lead to the most disastrous consequences. 
He cited the case of excessive confidence; reposed 
by the directors of a bank in their cashier. The 
bank exploded, but were the directors visited with 
unrelenting condemnation ever after? He pro~ 
tested against sach a course. : 

Mr. DROMGOOLE contended that, 
impeachment be. instituted against these C 


should an 
es, 


_assuch, the testimony of. their conduct in another 


office would be pronounced irrelevant. His principal 
object, however, in rising, was to DOLCE the strange 
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inconsistency of the gentleman from North Caroli- 
na, [Mr. SraXy,] in first comparing him to a ser- 

snt on the rock, then to an eagie in the air, next 
to an arrow, and, last of all, he had invested him 
with the agility of a cat. 

Mr. DAWSON was in favor of withholding the 
salaries, as in his opinion the President would he 
thereby compelled to withdraw the officers. He 
contended that the President had not treated the 
report with proper respect in omitting to notice and 
act upon the charges made against Messis. Maxcy 
and Throop. 

Mr. RHETT wished to know if, when an officer 
was appointed by the President and Senate, and 
Ceneress refused the appropriation, the debt was 
thereby extinguished. 

Mr. STANLY replied that the appropriation was 
not for services rendered. > 

Mr. RHETT said the Constitution gave the 
President power to appoint, with the consent of the 
Senate. While he was kept in office, a contract 
subsisted, and a debt accrued. The contract would 
be vacated by impeachment only; till then, the 
debt subsisted. He would not say that in an ex- 
treme case an extreme remedy might not be proper; 
but a vote to withhold the salary would not extin- 
guish the debt. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio supported the amendment, 
and maintained that as the report of the committee 
on the negligeuce of the officers in question was 
unanimous, it was entitled to consideration by the 
President, who, at least, oaght to have called upen 
them to answer the charges. 

Mr. TURNEY reminded Mr. M. that the report 
of the Investigating Committee had never received 
the sanction of the House. 

Mr. M. replied that the committee had reported 
evidence which had been printed, and had remain- 
ed before the House for more than a year uncon- 
troverted. This presented a case of prima facie evi- 
dence on which it was proper and fit to withhold 
this appropriation, at least for once, till a better un- 
derstanding could be had as to the facts. 

Mr. McKAY admitted the report to have been 
unanimous, but the House had never acted on it; 
and this was made tbe ground of a motion, in a 
different Congress, to which that report had not 
been made, at once to jump to the conclusion that 
twe men had been guilty of malfeasance in office, 
and to withhold their salaries. It was monstrous. 
If the Executive was bound to notice and act on 
every report made in Cougress, his condition was 
very unenviable. Mr. McK. adverted to a report 
of a committee against Gen. Hamilton, when Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, but said that Gen. Wash- 
ington took no notice of it. He then referred to 
the celebrated Ketrenchment Committee, of which 
the then President had taken as little notice. He 
protested against the docirine as an enormity. 

After some remarks from Mr. ADAMS, 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky controverted the 
charges of Mr. SmıTH against Gen. Harrison, and 
thought that gentleman ought now to retract what 
he had said. 

Mr. SMITH recapitulated his former statement 
in relation to Gea. Harrison, and denied that Mr. 
Wuire had disproved a single word. 

Mr. WHITE denied the truth of the charges. 

Mr. SMITH reiterated them. 

Mr. PETRIKIN called Mr. Smitu to order; after 
-whieh, the question on the amendment being put, 

Tellers were demanded, and the vote being 
teken, resulted as follows: Ayes 44, noes 65. 

No quorum having voted, the committee rose 
and reported the fact to the House. 

{It was now near 6 o’clock.] 

Mr. ANDREWS moved a call of the House. 
The vote was taken by tellers, and resulted as fol- 
lows: Ayes 61, noes 73.. 

So the House refused to order a call. 

A quorum being now present, the House return- 
ed into committee. 


The question recurring on allowing Mr. SMITH 
“of Maine to proceed in his remarks, the question 
was taken, and decided in the negative-——Ayes 43, 
noes 74, È 
No quoram voting— 
The question was again put, 
-pegative: Ayes 50, noes 93. 


and decided in the 
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Mr. SMITH of Maine moved that the com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr. STANLY said the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Pope] was entitled to the floor, having 

ielded it only for explanation. 

Mr. POPE commenced speaking. 

Mr. SMITH made a question of order, claiming 
the floor; but the Cmair persisted in giving it to 
Mr. Pore. 

Mr. ANDREWS replied with some warmth to 
the cries of “question” which were loudly vocife- 
rated. He then adverted to the action of the 
people in choosing their own President, and ani- 
madverted on the course of men who, while 
they continually complimented the people on their 
intelligence, spent days and weeks in discussing 
the Presidential question. 

The question was then put on the amend- 
mendment (viz, to strike out the appropriation for 
a Charge to Belgiam and to Naples) and decided 
in the negative—ayes 26, noes not counted. 

This item for a Minister to Holland was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. JONES, stricken out, it having been 
inserted by mistake. 

The appropriation for outfits for a Minister to 
Russia and Charge to Sardinia was altered from 


| $18,000 to $13,500. 


Mr. TRIPLETT moved to insert $12,000 for 
agents to look after the tobacco interest in Eu- 
rope. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The appropriations for the Post Office Depart- 


: ment having been read— 


Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky inquired whether the 
Post Office had an agentin Europe, and what were 


` his duties and compensa:ion? 


Mr. JONES replied that he was sent to collect 
information as to mail facilities; it was believed by 
the Postmaster General that it would be important 
to get this information. His salary was that he 
had“before been in receipt of as a clerk in that 
offiee. 

Mr. DAVIS inquired as to the cost of this 
agency ? 

Mr. JONES was not able to reply exactly. The 
agent received ‘his salary and travelling expenses. 
There were, unavoidably, many such ageats em- 
ployed in this country, fo detect depredations on 
the mail, &c. 

The bill having been read through— 

Mr. JONES wished a correction in the salary of 
the Commissioner of Pensions, making it conform 
to law. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky offered an amendment 
reducing, pro rata, the salaries of all officers over 
$1,000, in case the Sub-Treasury bill shall become 
alaw, with an exception in reference to the Pre- 
sident, the Judges, and the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions. 

The CHAIR decided the amendment not to be 
in order. 

Mr. DAVIS took an appeal. 
did not touch the salaries themselves, but merely 
the approp.iations in this bill. The amendment 
had been drawn with strict reference to the rules of 
the House. He had consulied gentlemen long ex- 
perienced in questions of order. 

The CHAIR admitted that he had decided dif- 
ferently, but the committee had repeatedly reversed 
his decision. 

Mr. DAVIS argued his appeal. 

Mr, WICK said he had two speeches ready— 
one on matters and thing in general, and another 
on economy, the economy of this House, and 
would offer an amendment to that of his friend 
from Kentucky. He wished it to be read for in- 
formation. 

[The amendment offered by Mr. Wick proposed 
to razee the pay of members of Congress twenty- 
five per cent.] 

The CHAIR said the question was on the ap- 

al. 

The’ question being put, the decision of the 
Cuar was sustained—yeas 109, nays 21. 

Mr. JONES moved that the committee rise and 
report the bill and amendments to the House; 


The amendment 


which being carried nem. con. the committee rose . 


accordingly and reported the bill. 
Mr. TURNEY moved the 


pi 


which was seconded, and, being put, as follows: 
“Shall the main question be now put?” 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and 
nays. f 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the reading of all the 
amendments, and some of them were read accord- 
ingly; when the reading was suspended. 

The previous question was then put, viz: “Shall 
the main quest'on be now po”? 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and, being taken, 
resulted as follows—yeas 110, nays 48: 

YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Judson Allen, J. W. Allen, Ather. 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, John Campbell, 
Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, 
Mark A. Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, 
Cross, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, 
Doan, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Fire, Floyd, Galbraith, 
Gerry, Goggin, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Hammond, 
Fert Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of Va, Hill of N. C. Hillen, 
Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Mallery, 
Marchand, Medill, Samuel W. ‘Morris, Newhard, Osborne, 
Parish, Parris, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, A. Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, 
Philip F. Thomas, W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Turney, Vroom, D. D. Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, 
Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and 
Joseph L. Wiliams—111. 

NAYS—Messrs, Andrews, Bell, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, 
Carter, Clark, Corwin, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, Rice 
Garland, Gentry, Giaham, Graves, Green, Wm. 8. Hastings, 


i Lincoln, Marvin, Mitchell, Calvary Mortis, Ogle, Palen, Profit, 


Randall, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstal!, 
Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, 
Triplett, Warren, John White, 
Christopher H. Williams—48. 

The main question was then put, in suecession, 
on the several amendments made in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and they were all concurred in. 
The question then recurring on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for its third reading, the yeas and 
nays were ordered, and, being taken, resulted— 
yeas 145, nays 15, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Atherton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Bell, Black, Blackwell, Botte, 
Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, A. V. Brown, Burke, 
Calhoun, John Campbell, Carr Carrol], Casey, Chapman, 
Chinn, Clark, Clifford, Coles Colquitt, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Curtis, 
Cushing, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, 
Dennis, Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gentry, Gerry, Graham, Griffin, 
Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Hammond, Hand, William S. Has- 
tings, John Hastings, Hawkins, 
of N. C. Hillen, Hook, Mopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kile, Leadbetter, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, 
Meredith Maliory, Albert G. Marchand, Marvin, Mason, 
Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Newhard, Os- 
borne, Palen, Parish, Parris, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, 
Reynods Rhett, Ridgway, Kives, E. Rogers, J. Rogers, Rus» 
sell, Saltonstall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Simonton, Slade, 
A. Smith, J. Smith, T. Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Stuart, 
Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, F. Thomas, Philip 
F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, 
Turney, Vanderposl, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Peter J. 
Wagner, Watterson, Weller, Edward D White, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, „and Christopher H. 
Williams—Li5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Carter, Garret Davis, Deberry, 
Edwards, Rice Garland, Gates, Giddings, Graves, Green, 
Ogle, Proffit, Stanly, John White, and Lewis Williams—15. 

The bill was then read a third time. 

The previous question was then moved, second- 
ed, put, and carried on the passage of the bill, and 
the bill was passed, and ordered to be sent to the 
Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a resolution for meeting on 
Monday at 8 o’cleck, with a view to then adjourn- 
ing over to Thursday, (to allow of the cleaning of 
the hall, taking up carpets, etc.) 

Mr. DROMGOOLE objected. a 

Mr. BRIGGS made an explanation. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE persisted in his objection. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to suspend the rules, to en- 
able him to offer his proposition. 

Some member moved toadjourn. ‘The question 
being put, the ayes were 66, the noes 78. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question, being then put on suspending 
the rules to enable Mr. Briccs to offer his mo- 
tion, 

; Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays; 
ut 

The House refused to order them; 
were suspended—ayes 120, noes 25. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Briass was then 


Sergeant, Simonton, 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Tolend, 
Wick, Lewis Willams, and 


Henry, Hill of Va. Hill 


and the rules 


previous question, il moved, and the previous question thereon was se- 


conded, put, and carried; and the main question be- 
ing on its adoption, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded the yeas and 
nays; but the House refused to order them. The 
resolution was then carried—ayes 107, noes 23. 

The House then adjourned. 

House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
F May 3, 1840. 

In the Globe of yesterday, in my remarks rela- 
tive to the. Bank of North Carolina purchasing the 
gold coined by the branch mint at Charlotte, in 
that State, the following sentence occurs : “It was 
a notorious fact, that in one single day, that bank 
bought up ahalf million of dol ars in specie, and 
pat afloat their worthless paper in its stead.” It 
should have been: “Mr. M. said it was a notorious 
fact, that the bank did purchase up this gold when 
coined by the mint, with their own paper; but of 
that we the people did not complain—they had a 
right to do so. That was a fair business transac- 
tion. But what we the people do complain of is, 
that the bank, after collecting the gold into their 
vaults, turn the keys upon it, lock it up from cir- 
culation among the honest holders of their notes, 
perhapes the very notes they, the bank, had pur- 
chased it with, and compel the people either to 
sue them, or submit toa shave at some one of 
those shaving shcps, and that, too, very often with 
a Magnum Bonum razor, to procure funds that 
will answer their purposes, and then falsely charge 
the Van Buren party with these foul acts.” This 
is the substance of what I said upon that subject. 
I speak at times rapidly, and I do not wonder that 
mistakes like this happen. You will please 
correct it, and should I write out my remarks I 
will place the matter correct before the public. 

Respectfally, yours, 
f W. MONTGOMERY. 
Messrs. Brain & Rives. 


Messrs. Buair & Rives: In the publication last 
evening, of the proceedings of the House, in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, upon the appropriation bill, 
some remarks made by me are erroneously applied 
to an appropriation for the custom-house in New 
York, which were offered in epposition to a motion 
by Mr. Anprews of Kentucky, to strike out the 
appropriation propozed for the custom-house in 
Boston. I shall be obliged by the proper correc- 
tion of this mistake. 

Your obedient servant, 
LEVI LINCOLN. 
Washington, May 5, 1840. 


In SENATE. 
Monpay, May 4, 1840. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a commu- 
nication from the Governor of Michigan, trans- 
mitting a copy of the third annual report of the 

` Geologist of that State; which was referred to the 
Joint Committee on the Library. i 

The bill from the House making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the United 
States for the year 1840, was read; when 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that he felt it his daty 
to say that the Committee on Finance had held a 
meeting this merning, and had examined this bill. 
They proposed to make very few amendmenis, and 
these would be very simple. They would there- 
fore be ready, if it was the pleasure of the Senate, 
to report back the biil in twenty minutes. 

Mr. W. then moved to refer it to the Committee 
on Finance; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DIXON presented a memorial from Burring- 
ton Anthony, Marshal of Rhode Island, praying 
that the proceedings on mesne and final process, 
under authority of the United States, may be made 
to conform to the laws of the several States re- 
spectively; which, after Mr. CLAYTON had men- 
tioned that the case was provided for in the gene- 
ral bankrupt law now before the body, was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. WALL submitted: certain amendments 
whieh he proprsed to move to the substitute offered 
to the bill for a general bank-upt law, when it 
should be taken up for consideration; which were 
ordered to be printed. 

. Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of Heary 


Marsh, which wasreferred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. N. gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Henry 
Marsh. i 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported the bill making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the United States, for 
the year 1840, with amendments, which were read; 
afier which, 

Mr. WRIGHT moved that the bill be taken up 
for consideration now. 

Mr. DAVIS hoped that the bill would not be 
considered to-day. He had not yet had an oppor- 
tunity cf examining it, and he thought that a bill 
embracing such a variety of objects should not be 
acted on without allowing to every Senator an op- 
portunity of giving ita thorough examination. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that his anxiety to 
get the action of the Senate on this bill would, 
he was sure, be appreciated by the Senator from 
Massachusetts. The bill had only come to them 
to-day, and this wasa very late period of the ses- 
sion for the passage of a bill on which so many 
interests of the country depended. He thought, 
from the disposition of the body to adjourn over, if 
it was not acted on to-day, it would not probably 
be acted on this week. Mr. W. then adverted to 
the urgency for a speedy acion on this bill. In 
addition to the vast number of persons employed 
about the seat of Government, and many others 
who had not received any compensation for their 
services since the first of January, the courts of 
justice were now sitting in several of the States, 
and in the Senator’s own State particularly, and 
they had no means to pay their jurors, witnesses, 
&c. until this bill passed. The committee had, 
under these circumstances, felt it their duty to 
press its passage with all convenient speed, and 
had therefore made very few and simple amend- 
ments, such as would not consume time in’ the 
other branch of Congress. If it was the pleat 
sure of the Senate to take up ihe bill now, it 
would certainly be gratifying to the committee. 

Mr. DAVIS had no intention to delay the bill 
unnecessarily; but it was but a few minutes since 
this voluminous bill came into the chamber, and 
they were now called on to take it up and act on 
it without having had time to examine it. This 
was hardly reasonable, however pressing the emer- 
gency of the Government might be. It was true 
that the bill had undergone a variety of discussion 
in the other House, but it had not been examined 
here. If the Senator frem New York would fix 
on some reasonable day for the consideraticn of 
this bill, he would concur with him in taking it up 
at thattime. But it oughtto be looked into to see 
if all the objects are provided for that ought to 
be in it, and if any are embraced in it that ought 
not to be there. It was doubiful, too, whether there 
was a quorum present. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he felt it to be his duty to 
persist in his motion. He would be perfectly wil- 
ling, if it was the pleasure of the Senate, tolay the 
bill over till to-morrow; but if the object was to 
have it printed with the amendments, by that time, 
it could not bedone. Ifthe gentleman wished to 
examin: the amendments of the committee, he had 
only to go to the CLerk’s table, where be could be- 
come acquainted with them in a few minutes, as 
there were only three of them. He did not appre- 
hend that the amendments would create any dis- 
cussion, He was anxions to facilirate the passage 
of the b:llso far as the Senate was concerned, and 
make it the law of the land. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that this bill was in almost 
precisely the same words as reported by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means of the House, and as 
printed and laid on our tables a month since. It 
had undergone a long and searching investigation 
in the Howse, and bat a few unimportant altera- 
tions had been made, and they principally in the 
reduction of salaries. He hoped the bill would be 
taken up and disposed of. 

Mr. NORVELL said that the public service 
had been suffering a long time for the want cf the 
appropriations covtained in this bill. The news- 
papers showed that after an animated and protract- 
ed debate of some weeks efsewhere upcn the bill, 
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it had passed, with fifteen or sixteen dissentients 
only. Having been subjected to a very rigid soru- 
tiny by the immediate representatives of the pev- 
ple, he could not perceive any necessity for delay- 
ing its passage in this body. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said he was utterly and con- 
scientiously opposed to doing business without a 
quorum. He wished to ascertain if one was pre- 
sent. 

The CHAIR, on counting, stated that there was 
not a quorum present. 

Some members then coming in, the CHAIR 
announced that there was a quorum present; 
when l 

The question was taken on considering the bill 
now; and being decided in the affirmative, it was 
taken up and considered as in committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. WRIGHT explained the objects of the 
amendments. The first amendment was to strike 
out the appropriation of $45,000, for the continua- 
tion of Clarke and Foree’s Documentary History 
ofthe Revolution. The object of the committee in 
moving to strike out this item was not to injure the 
publishers of this work, but to bring this matter to 
some definite understanding. It was time, the 
committee thought, for Congress to know to what 
extent this expense was to be carried. Besides, 
they thought this appropriation ought not to come 
in the general appropriation bill. The first thing 
that called his atiention to this subject was, there 
having’ been sent to him some of these books, 
which he refused to receive. His principal object 
was to separate this troublesome subject from the 
general appropriation bill, to which it did not~pro- 
perly belong, and to let it rest on its own merits. 
Various efforts had been made by Congress to 
make an arrangement with those publishers so as 
to come to some definite understanding with regard 
to the extent of this work; but always without suc- 
cess. Mr. W. wished the Senate to take the ques- 
tion on this amendment first; for if the Senate 
should not think proper to adopt it, the committee 
would withdraw the oiher amendments, which were 
not deemed of sufficient importance to delay the 
bill. i 

Mr. DAVIS opposed the amendment. He un- 
derstood that there was an existing law of Con- 
gress under which this appropriation was made. 
He considered the work as one of great value, 
and that would hereafter’ be highly appreciated. 
He presumed that this appropriation was for the 
purpose of paying arrearages now due to the pub- 
lishers, and adverted to the importance of fulfilling 
the obligations of acontract. He did notsee any 
particular propriety in separating this object from 
the general appropriation bill, and he thought that 
if there was any thing due on the contract, it 
ought to be provided for in this bill. 

Mr. WRIGHT then entered into a history of 
the contract, and the progress that had been made 
in the work, stating the efforts that had been made 
to put a stop to it, and the refusal of the Senate to 
receive any of the books. 

Mr. HUBBARD said the time had come 
when it was necessary for the Senate to re- 
sist with firmness this appropriation. He well 
recollected what had taken place upon this 
very subject—and he could not but feel some- 
what surprised at the course which had been 
pursued by these claimants. The Senate is now 
asked to appropriate forty-five thousand dollars 
to compensate Messrs, Clarke and Force for the 
second volume of the Documentary History of the 
American Revolution, recently published by them, 
and for a third volume which is progress and pro- 
bably to be published before the next session of 
Congress. It has been paid on this floor that there 
is subsisting an abiding contract betweeh the Go- 
vernment and these claimants. It has been said 
that that contract was entered into between them. 
and the late Secretary of State, Mr. Livingstos— 
and that in pursuance of that contract this amount 
of expenditure has arisen—and that Congress 
is now bound in honor and m good taith to make 
the appropriation. This, said Mr. H. I deny. Is 
there an abiding, and, for aught we know, a vever- 
ending contract? Are these claimants at liberty 
to do what they please—collect such mẹierials a4 
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may suit 
best se their taste—and claim whag shall best 
promote thar mnterest'—and is all this to be sanc- 
rwned under this pretended contrac? Is there no 
supervisory power? Are we w learn trom the 
imspecuon of the publication, for the first time, 

Are we to be told, 


the oharacter of the work? 
when the volume shall be givea to the public, that 
forty-five thousand dollars is required to meet 
the expense, and that all this is sanctioned by 
this preteaded contract? Ur this be so, well indeed 
does that contract deserve the character which has 
been given to it on former occasions, by members 
of ths Senate. He was now, as he was at the last 
session, opposed to this appropriation, Ta his jadg- 
meat, it deserved to have no piace in the general 
b.il of supplies. Uf the claunants have a subsist- 
ing contract between them and the Government, 
that contract must be based upon the act of 1533 
And what does that act require? Have the books 
teen delivered agreeably to the express provisions 
of that ac? Does the act reqaire the State Depart- 
men! to estimate the amount of appropriation ne- 
cessary to meet this expenditare? The act conlers 
no such authority. Why is there not evidence 
here that the work has been examined and ap- 
proved, and found to be in strict accordance with this 
alleged contrac? He was aware thal this appro- 
phatioa had been proposed in the House as an 
amendment to the bill, by a member of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and he believed that 
it was done in pursuance of a decision of that 
canmitiee. And can it be possible, if there was a 
subsisting, legal, binding contract, between the Go. 
vernment and the claimants, and that the sum of 
forty-five thousand dollars would be pecessary al 
this Ume for the partial, but fatthfal, execation of 
the jerms of this contract, that Congress would not 
hare been so advised, by those charged with the 
execution of the laws? 

There is something wrong inthis matter. There 
is al, least some misconceptions, some misgivings, 
in relation to this subject. The claimants cannot 
he ignorant of the feeling and sentiment of the Se- 
nate, It has been repeatedly discussed, and the 
v.cws and the votes of the Senate have been as re- 

y made known; and before the claimants 
should have asked a farther appropriation under 
this alleged contract, they were, in eqaity, called 
upon to ask of Congress an invesiigaucn into this 
whole business, and not to attempt to force the ap- 
propriation throogh, agaips' the known and delibe- 
rate sense of the Senate. He would not be vawil- 
ling wo render to them justice; but he should like to 
see them ready, on their part, to render justice. He 
had frequently examined the act of March 2, 
1833, making provision for the Documentary 
History of the American Revolativa. It was a 
most extraordinary act of legislation. by the terms 
of the act, itis trae that ihe Secretary of State is 
authorized to contract with Matthew St. Clair 
Clarke and Peter Force, for the pub'icatioa ‘‘of a 
work,” ent led “The Documentary Hi tory of the 
American Revolution.” It seemed to him, from 
the perusal of this act, that “ibe work” had pre- 
viously been completed, and of course must have 
been submitted to the examination of the Secretary 
of State. The work, according 1o his version of the 
law, was to be printed ia octavo or folio, as may 
be agreed upon. The expense of printing the work 
was fixed and determined, and the disposition of the 
work was to be made in the manner provided by 
the joint resolution of the 10th of Jaly, 1832, for 
the distribution of the American State Papers. 
These are the material provisions of the act of 
Congress, under which this contract was entered 
into between Mr. Livingston and the claimaats. 
Can any other view be taken of it than the one 
taken by himself? Is it possible that Con- 
gress, by that act, conferred upon the Se- 
cretary of State the power to make such 
a contract as would enable the claimants 
to publish what they pleased, and call it “A 
Documentary History of the Revolution?” Isit 
possible that Congress, by that act, gave to the Se- 

cretary the power to contract with these claimants 
10 publish “the work” when they pieased? He 
uueriy denied that such was a fair exposition of 
the power conferred by the act of March, 1833, 


iheir conveniesce—publish what shall | 


| 
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wpon the Secretary of State. He had also fre- 
quently examined the contract entered into be- 
tween Mr. Livingston and these claimants, under 
date of the 19th of March, 1833. The act of Con- 
gress is correctly recited ia that conuact, and the 
contracting parties, in pursuance of the terms of 
the contract, had agreed that “ the work” should be 
printed in tolio, and they had fixed the rate ot com- 
pensation at one cent and s¢ven-tenths of a cent 
per page for each and every page of said work. 
But the material matter is, that there was no au- 


_ thority given to have any particular number of 


: contract was made. 


volumes printed, nor that each volume should con- 
tain any given number of pages. No such authority 
was conferred by the ac 
State. Ia truth, the terms of that act clearly satis- 
fy his mind that the extent ot “the work” to be 
published must have heen known at the time the 
It is true that the contract 
contained a clause purporting to give authority to 
Clarke and Force “ to prepare and publish fifteen 
hundred copies of seid Documentary History of the Re- 


volution,” ‘ according to the plan laid down in this | 


memorial, and presented to Congress, upon which 
the act,” as is alleged, was passed. He contended 
that this stipulation was unauthorized by the act 
itself. And it may be well to go a little further jn- 
to this affair. By the terms of the act, the volumes 
were to be distributed in the same manner as Was 


upon the Secretary of | 


provided for the distribution of the American State | 


Papers by the joint resolution of the 10th of July, 
1232: He had examined that resolution; and ac- 
cording to its terms, the Secretary of the Senate 
and the Clerk of the House of Representatives are 
directed to distribute the compilation of documents 
directed to be published by “ An act making pro- 
visions for a subscription to a compilation of Con- 
gressional documents.” It will be found that that 
act was passed March 2, 1831, and gave authority 
to the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
subgcribe for seven hundred and fifty copies only. 
The joint resolution already referred to provided 


> for the distribution of that number of copies, and 


- plete it; 


| Congress, 


of that namber only. By that very resolation, 
after disposing of nearly two hundred copies to the 
Executive branch of the Government, and to the 
publie library, it directs one copy to be given to 
each member of the Senate and House of Repre- 


sentatives of the 21st and the 22.1 Congress. 


The act of March, 1833, directs the same distri- 
bation; but the contract entered into, as is alleged, 
under that act, provides for the publication of fif- 
teen hundred copi s of each volume. In his jacg- 
ment, this contract was, in this respect, an entire 
depar:ure from the terms of the act of Congress. 


In the session of 1934, the attention of Congress 
was called to this mater. It will be found that, in 
the general appropriation bill of that year, the fol- 
lowing provision was inserted: 


“For the Documentary His'ory of the Revolu- 
tion, per act of March 2, 1833, twenty thousard 
dollars; and jt shall be the duty of the Secretary of 
State to examine the contract entered into by Ed- 
ward Livingston, late Secretary ef that Depart- 
ment, with Matthew St. Clair Clarke and Peter 
Force, for the coilection and publication of the Do- 
cumentary History of the American Revolu:ion, 
and make a special report thereon at the next ses- 
sion of Cungress, setting forth the nature and cha- 
racterof the materials of which the work is to be 
composed, and the progress made in the work; the 
number of volumes which wiil be required to com- 
and anestimate of the money which may 
be necessary to appropriate for the fulfilment of 
the contract.” 


The present Secretary of State made a report to 
and that report is to be found among the 
Executive documents of the second session of the 
Twenty-third Congress. He 
woold well examine that report, and all subse- 
quent proceedings, before they gave their assent to 
an appropriation of another dollar for the execu- 
tron of that alleged contract. It Fo happened that 
this first appropriation was carried to the surplus 
find, and that, m the appropriation bill of 1838, the 
same sum was reappropriated. But it is, he trust- 
ed, within the recollection of every Senator, that 
certain proceedings took place, in 1836, in the 


trusted that the Senate | 


House of Representatives, with a view to the reci 
sion of this contract. 

There was another picce of history in relation to 
this matter, to which he must advert. At the very 
last session of Congress, and almost at the last 
hour of the session, an appropriation was inserted 
to complete the payment for the first volume, which 
had been published, and which provided that the 
volumes should be distributed, net in strict ac- 
cordance with the joint resolution of July, 1832, 
but also to each member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Twenty-third, Twenty-fourth, aod 
Twenty-tifth Congresses. Here, then, is a recent 
instance of legislation of voting beoks, without 
the sancticn of pre-existing law, duectly into the 
hands of members themselves passing the vote, 
He desired to make no comment upon this matter. 
The fact was before the American people, and he 
trusted they would not fail to express their opinion 
upon such acts of their public servants. He well 
recollected how all this took place. This appro- 
priation was inserted iħ the general bill of sup- 
plies. The House were kind enough to make a 
tender to the Senators of the books. The Senate 
amended the bill by striking out the appropriation, 
The House disagreed to the amendment. The Se- 
nate insisted. A committee of conference was the 
result; and that committee agreed on a report; and 
he was satisfied that that report was accepted by 
the Senate to save the bill. lt was as follows: 

“For the balance due on account of the first vo- 
lume of the Documentary History of the United 
States, five thousand six hundred and two dollars; 
and the Secretary ef State is hereby authorized to 
deliver to the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, three hundred and sixty-eight copies of said 
work to be distributed to each of the members of 
the House of Representatives of the Twenty-third, 
Twenty-fourth, and Twenty-fifih Congresses, who 
are not entitled to receive the same under former 
resolutions of acts of Congress.” 

Traese facts must have all been familiar to the 
claimants. It is in the power of Congress to re- 
tuse the appropriation. This they ought to do, if, 
in their jadgment, the contract was entered into by 
inadvertence, or by mistake; or if there has beea 
any proceeding not warranted by the act itself, 
then it will be tims for Congress.to hear the me- 
morialists and to make indemnity. But, for one, 
he was prepared to say that he should most re- 
luctantly give his vote now for the bill, if it con- 
tained such an appropriation. He woald not say 
that he should vote against it; but he hoped that 
the House would coucur with the Senate in their 
proposed amendment, and that some proceeding 
should at once be introdaced for the purpose of 
settling and adjusting this controversy. 

Mr. BENTON said this was a continuation of 
the bookmaking business by Congress, which had 
grown up within the jast eight or ten years. This was 
one branch, and the most important; the ethers, more ` 
insignificant, had been stopped; but this, the most 
enormous and flagrant, was continued by its own 
momentum. He had heretofore classed this as 
one of the greatest frauds ever perpetrated on our 
Government. Taken in every way, the man- 
ner in which it was got through without the know- 
ledge of the most attentive members—he meant 
ethers still more than himself—the enormity of the 
sum involved—the vast bulk and little worth of the 
work—-and the distribution of it to the memoers 
that voted for it—and ıt was truly an abominable 
abuse. None of us knew that such a work was 
authorized by us. It passed in 1833, and it 
wasnearly a year afterwards before we discovered 
what we had done. He (Mr. B ) found it out from 
Mr. Mangum, of North Carolina, at the next ses- 
sion, who was a member of a committee who dise 
covered what had been done; and then, for the first 
time, it was found out that an act bad been passed 
by wbich upwards of half a million of dollars 
at the least, and possibly a million and a half; was 
to be given to an officer of the House of Represen- 
tatives (M. St. C. Clarke, the Clerk of the House) 
and his partner, for printing a work to be given ta 
those who voted that officer and his partnes, the 
money! As soon as found out, the abuse was re- 
sisted by some members, and has been resis:ed for 
seven years, but without effect; for while.a majority, 


condemn and denounce it, yet they are placed under 
duress, and compelled to vote for the money and 
the distribution, by putting them in the appropria- 
tion bills for the support of- the Government, and 
then making it a question to lose the whole bill and 
stop the Government, or let the distribution go on. 
He, for one, would vote against it, and let the Go- 
vernment stop, if that should be the consequence, 
and let the people see who it was that would break 
up the Government before they would cease voting 
books to themselves! Even if the vote of the books 
was right in itself, it would be wrong to be put inta 
an appropriation bill; and he would not be coerced 
by finding it there. But the whole practice was 
wrong in itself, and was becoming an enormous 
abuse—enormous for the amount of money—enor- 
mous for the principle—enormous for the frightful 
progress which it made—enormous for the conse- 
quences it might lead to. Every session we have 
had jobs and distributions. A multitude of works 
have been printed and distributed. They multi- 
ply every session. We vote the money to the 
jobber—the jobber gives the books to us, and 
many of us sell the books instanter. Twenty thou- 
sand—forty thousand—sixty thousand dollars— 
are a common vote, and done with a rapidity which 
defies all description, and ina way to escape the 
notice of the most attentive members. Bat this is 
acase, not of twenty—or forty—or sixty thousand 
dollars, but of one or two millions! It is absolutely 
a case of millions, and may be as many as the job- 
bers choose to make it. It is without limits or 
boundaries; it is to print whatever the jobbers 
choose to print—for there is no earthly control 
over them—under the name of Documentary His- 
tory of the Revolution, Already they inform us 
that the private and public libraries of America and 
Europe are to be explored to find either manuscript 
or printed matter to be published, and they are at 
liberty to publish all that they can find. The first 
computation supposed it might amountto a million 
and a halfof dollars; then the undertakers, when 
the enormity of that sum startled every body, pro- 
posed to put a limit on themselves by limiting the 
namber of volumes. They proposed to limit the 
volumes to twenty,-and left the number of pages 
unlimited, though estimated for at 800 pages. The 
pay was by the page—so much the page—and at 
this rate it would come to $20,400 a volume; and 
twenty volumes would make $408,000. This 
seemed to impose a limit, bat it was all an illusion ! 
The number of pages, were unlimited, and instead of 
800, the first volame—the only one printed—con- 
tains above 1,000 pages! and instead of $20,400, 
the estimated, the actual price is $26,000! and by 
doubling the pages, the next one may be $52,000. 
This bill is to pay. a balance, a balance due for the 
first volame; and this balance is $5,600! the esti- 
mated price of $20,400 having been previously 
paid, Atthis rate the twenty volumes will cost 
$520,000; but there is nothing to limit it to that 
amount; the publishers can print what they please, 
as many volumes as they please, and as many 
pages as they please in each volume; and being 
paid. by the page, the bulk of the work, and the 
amount of the price, is absolutely without limit! 
It is also without limit as to time! It may last for 
centuries, and through generations; and the fami- 
lies of Mr. Clarke and Mr. Force may be pen- 
sioned on the Federal Government through succes- 
sive ages. It is a personal contract with Messrs. 
Clarke and Force; it will descend to their repre- 
sentatives; it has taken six years to make one 
volume; and twenty volumes, even if limited to 
that, would require, at the same rate, one hundred 
and twenty years to complete the work. So slow is 
the forthcoming work, that we have been told on 
this floor—told by Mr. Kina of Georgia, who 
began the good work of opposing this business— 
that-he was well informed that a member had sold 
his interest in the whole Documentary History, 
SA whic we pay a million or so, for ten dollars in 
nd. 

Mr. B. then took the ground that the whole con- 
tract ought to beset aside, for fraud: first, in the 
manner of getting it through Congress in a way to 
preveni all knowledge. of the magnitude of the 

_work, and that by'an officer of the House; next, 
for want of moral or constitutional power ia the 
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Congress to vote themselves such presents; third, 
for the manner in which the price was fixed, and 
fixed nearly twice too much—as he proved, by read- 
ing answers to inquiries from the most eminent 
booksellers of Philadelphia and other cities, ad- 
dressed to them by a committee of the House of 
Representatives after the discovery of the extent of 
the job given to Messrs. Clarke and Force. He 
read fiom the report to show that Messrs. Clarke 
and Force virtually fixed the price themselves by 
putting it into the face of the law, that they were 
to have at the same rate that Messrs. Blair and 
Rives were paid for acertain work, the price of 
which was fixed by Mr. Force, who was selected 
by Mr. Clarke and , Mr.: Lowry for that purpose; 
Clarke and Force’s bill depending in Congress, 
while Mr. Force, as a referee, was fixing the price 
of work which was to govern his own. 

Mr. B. finished with declaring that this book 
printing and book diswiboting business had become 
an enormous abuse; that the attention of the coun- 
try ought to be roused up to it; and if the bill 
for the support of the Government was lost, it 
would rouse the country, and, in the end, save 
millions. He had been resisting this business for 
several years without any effect; but he should go 
on opposing it, opposing all these jobs, great and 
small. He had to encounter friends and foes, and 
to draw on himself censure and opposition. He 
regretted this, but he could not help it. Tne abuse 
mast be stopped, and he bad taken a fixed and in- 
exorable resolution to try and-stop it. He had put 
on his iron nerves, and should yield to neither 
friends nor foes. As for the remark that we may 
hazard the loss of the bill by striking out this ap- 
propriation, he considered it idle. Show me the 
man, said Mr. B. who is willing to stop this Go- 
vernment for the purpose of protecting this abomi- 
nable fraud—for the purpose of voting to them- 


| selves books to be paid for by the people. We had 


been scared at tnfles: it would not be attempted— 
it dared not be done; but he was ready to put his 
name opposite to that of any man who was willing 
to do it. : 
The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to—yeas 20, nays 8, as follows: 
YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Anderson, 


Benton, | 


L aaam ee 


Brown, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Hubbard, King, Lump- | 


kin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, | 


Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, Williams, and 
Wright—20. 


NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Knight, 


Prentiss, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, and Tall- 
madge—8. 


The other amendments were agreed to, ordered i 


to be engrossed, aad the bill ordered to a third 
reading. a 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the resolution for 
printing the laws relating to naturalization was ta- 
ken up, considered, and agreed to. 

M. NORVELL observed that the Senate was at 
this time very thin, and would not probably be as 
fulias usual this week. He desired, therefore, to 
give notice, as the subject was an important one, 
that he shouid, with the permission of the Senate, 


call up for consideration the resolution which he ' 
had submitted two or three days ago in relation to | 


the imprisonment of William Lyon Mackenzie. 


Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, | 


introduced a biil making further provision to pre- 


vent the abuse of the flag of the United States, and | 
the use of unauthorized papers in the foreign | 


slave trade, and for other purposes. 

Mr. D. alladed to the necessity that existed for 
an early action on the bill, and gave notice that he 
would call call it up on to-morrow week. 

Oa motion of Mr. ALLEN, the report sabmit- 
ted by bim from the Committee on Commerce in 
the case of Wm. Jones, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. | . 

Oa motion by Mr. HUBBARD, and with the 
unanimous consent of the Senate, the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year 1840, was then or- 
dered to be read a third time. 

A motion being made that the bill should be 
read a third time by i's tide, and no objection being 
made, it was done accordingly. 

_ The yeas and nays on the passage of the bill be- 
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ing ordered, the vote was taken and resulted as fol- 
lews: 2 

YEAS—-Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Saton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Robinson, Sevier, Smith 
of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Wall, 
Williams, and Wright—25. 

No quorum having voted, the CHAIR an- 
nounced the fact to the Senate. i 

Mr. SEVIER said there were a number of Sena- 
tors present who had not voted; and he moved that 
the rules of the Senate, which required Senatprs 
who were present to vote, should be enforced. The 
Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. Knicut] had not 
voted. - ; . 

Mr. KNIGHT said he knew nothing of the con- 
tents of the bilt on which he was calied to vote. 
It had not been read to the Senate, and he had not 
heard a word of it. 

Mr. SEVIER said the question had been dis- 
tinctly put to the Senate, whether the bill should be 
read by its title, and no Senator had objected to 
that course being taken. The Senator, therefore, 
by his silence, had given his consent. It was, how- 
ever, in his power to make himself acquainted with 
the contents of the bill, by calling for the reading 
of it at any time. 

The bill was then read, and the names of Messrs. 
KNIGHT and DIXON being called, they voted 
in the affirmative, and the bill was accordingly 
passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Andersen, Beaton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Dixon, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvel!, Pierce, Prentiss, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
Tappan, Wall, Williams, and Wright—27. 

NAYS—None. 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following joint 
resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That a joint committee be appointed for the 
purpose of ascertaining and examining into the 
facts having relation to the claim of Messrs. Clarke 
and Force for compiling and publishing two vo- 
lumes of the Documentary History of the Revola- 
tion of the United States, under a contract (as they 
allege) entered into between them and Edward Li- 
vingston, late Secretary of State, with a view of 
putting an end to the further publication of said 
work at the expense of the United States; and that 
said commilted be instructed to ascertain from said 
Clarke and Force, and from other sources, what 
sums shall be paid to indemnify them for what they 
have already published, under the alleged contract, 
and what farther sum shculd be paid to them for 
any actual expense incurred in collecting materials, 
under said alleged contract; and that said commit~ 
tee be authorized to: send for persons and papers, 
and that they report the facts and the gross amount 
to both Houses of Congress with as little delay as 
practicable, - 

Mr. TAPPAN move’ to amend the resolution, 
by adding the words, ‘‘if any thing should be found 
legally due.” 

Mr. KING hoped that his friend from Ohio 
would not press his amendment. He, as every 
Senator was, aware, was utterly opposed to this 
contract from the beginning; he had refused to re- 
ceive the volumes which had been seri to him; but’ 
he was willing to give the gentlemen concerned 
in it, not only what they had actually paid 
out, but to give them a fair compensation for 
collecting information in relation to the Revolu- 
tionary history of the country from Europe and 
elsewhere. He hoped the resolution would take 
the widest range, and that a liberal compensa- 
tion would be made to.the. publishers for any ex- 
pense or labor they had already incurred. He 
should vote for the resolution in its present shape, 
bat he very much doubted ‘if it would do any 
good if the opinion was expressed that there was 
no legal obligation on Congress to make any furs 
ther payments. -~ on 

Mr. TAPPAN said if there was no legal obliga- 
tion on Congress, he should not -vote for paying 
any thing. The work commenced ina fraud, and 
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was carried on by men legislating to get themselves 
libraries out of the public Treasury. This was a 
fraud on the Treasury, and these publishers knew it 
at the time the act was passed, as well as he did. 
They knew that the Constitution gave members of 
Congress no right to supply themselves with books 
at the public expense, and, therefore, in carrying 
on this work, they did it with their eyes open, at 
their own risk. If there was any thing due these 
men in point of law, he was willing to pay for it; 
bat he could not agree to the principle advanced 
by bis friend from Alabama, that they were bound 
to pay, because there had been a combination to 
cheat the Government. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he was as 
anxious to get clear of this contract as any other 
man; bnt at the same time he was anxious that 
Congress should get clear of it by doing what he 
conceived to be justice and equity on their part. 
Now, it could not be denied, because the recorded 
evidence was before them, that this contract was 
entered into with these individuals under an ex- 


press act of Congress; and it was too late now for | 


them to say, with the honorable Senator from 
Ohio, that the Congress of the United States had 


no right to pass such a law. He should not enter — 


into the constitutional question, but it certainly 
would not be fair, after the expense had been ac- 
tually incurred by these individuals under the con- 
tract, to refuse payment upon the plee, whether 
well or ìll founded, tbat we had no right to autho- 


| 


rize the Secretary of State to make suchacontract. - 
In this case he had no doubt that Mr. Livingston 


altogether misapprehended the extent of the obli- 
gation he was incurring, and indeed he presumed 
that no member of Congress, at the tim?, had any 
idea that the contract would ever involve any 
thing like the amount of expense that they now 
saw it would. Nevertheless, they had got them- 
selves into the difficulty, and how they were to get 
out of it wasthe question? By raising a legal 
question? No; but by pursuing the course that 
had been pointed out by the Senator from New 
Hampshire ard the Senator from Alabama. 

Let us (continued Mr. B.) pay them fairly—let 
us give them a just indemnity for the expenses 
they have incurred and the labor they have per- 
formed. He would not go to the extent of 
the profits they might imagined themselves en- 
titled to, buthe was for giving them a fair and 
even liberal indemnity For his own part be had 
felt rather inclined, as they would eventually be 
bound to pay for the two volumes already publish- 
ed and the one now in progress, to let the appro- 
priation pass as it stood in the bill, if such, had 
been the pleasure of the Senate. ‘The work had 
been done under a law which is still in existence, 
ani it would be in vain for them to say that Con- 
gress had no right to pass the law. Mr. B.-con- 
cluded by saying that he was for paying for what 
had been done and getting rid of the contract. 

Mr. SEVIER would prefer that the resolution 
should be amended so as to make it a reso!ution 
of the Senate simply; and then there would bea 
chance of doing something in the premises; but 
even if passed here in its present shape, there 
would be but little probability of its being acted on 
by the House. 

Mr. HUBBARD said, then the responsibility 
would rest with that body, but the joint action of 
the two Hou<es was necessary to do any thing eff- 
cient on chis subject. - 

_After some further remarks from Messrs. TAP- 
PAN, SEVIER, and PRENTISS, 

The resolution was read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BROWN, the Senate went 
into the eonsideration of Executive business, and 
then f : : 

Adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Trourspay, May 7, 1840. 


Mr. KNIGHT presented the memorial of a 
number of citizens of the State of Rhode Island, 
praying the passage of a bankrupt law; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

. On motion by Mr. DIXON, it was ordered that 
the memorial of Burrington Anthony, presented 
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on the 4th instant, be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial of the 
corporation of Alexandria, praying an amendment 
to the charter of that town; [that the Mayor there- 
of be elected by the people;] which was referred 
to the Committee on the Dis:rict of Columbia. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred 

The petition of Richard Harris, and 

The petition of Jonathan Nye, asked to be dis- 
charged from their further consideration; which 
was agreed to. : 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the House bill for the relief of 
R. K. Call, reported in favor of its indefinite post- 
ponement. The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of Preston Starrett, re- 
ported a bill for his relief; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading, and the report was or- 
dered to be printed. 

The CHAIR submitted a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, in coinpliance in part 
with a resolution of the Senate in relation to the 
bonds issued by the Territory of Florida; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to bẹ printed, 


EXPENSES OF THE GOVERNMENT. 


Also, a report from We Secretary of the Treasu- | 
ry, in compliance with aresolution of the Senate of | 
the 24th April, which wad as follows 


TreAsuryY DEPARTMENT, 
iMay 4, 1840. | 

Sir: I have the honor to\subngit this reporf, in | 

compliance with the following esolution, passed | 
by the Senate on the 24th ult 

“Resolved, That the Secretayyfof the Treasury 
report to the Senate the aggregate amount of all 
expenditvres or payments of eVery kind from the 
Treasury in each year, from 1824 to 1839, inclu- 
sive, in one column, and in another column for 
each year the aggregate amount, independent of 
the payments on account of the public debt, 
whether funded or unfunded, and in a third co- 
lumn, the aggregate amount for permanent and 
ordinary purposes, excluding payments on ac- 
count of objecis eithe r extraordinary or temporary; 
such as the public debt, trust funcs and indemni-. 
lies, claims of States for war debts or 3 per cents 
en lands sold, occasional donations in money to ob- 
jects in the District of Columbia or otherwise, sur- 
vey of the coast, taking the census, duties refund- 
ed, the Exploring expedition, and materials col- 
lected for the gradual improvement of the navy, 
durable public buildings of all kinds, bridges and 
fortifications, all roads, canals, breakwaters, and 
improvements in rivers and harbors, arming mili- 
tia and forts, all pensions except those to invalids, 
and the purchases of title to lands from Indians, the 
removal of Indians, and their wars, with such 
other payments as may have been made in those 
vears for property lost or injuries committed dur- 
ing any hostilities.” 

The resolution was on the same day referred to 
the Register of the Treasury, with instructions to 
prepare a tabular statement, containing the infor- 
mation desired in three separate columns, It is 
hereto annexed, marked A. 

He was requested, also, to prepare another state- 
ment, showing the specific sam which had been 
deducted each year on account of each item men- 
tioned in the resolution as either extraordinary or 
temporary. 

Believing that this would be highly useful, as 
showing the details on which the general results in 


the third column of the first statement rest, and as 
embracing many statistical facts, possessing in — 
themselves much interest, I have annexed it, mark- | 


ed B. 


the information desired by the resolution. - 
With high respect, 
LEV! WOODBURY, 
EE Secretary of the Treasury. 
To Hon. Rics. M. Jonnson, Ea | 
Vice President of the United States, and aor 
President of the Senate. 


- 
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A. 


STATEMENT of expenditures of the United States, from 
the year 1824 to the year 1839, inclusive, agreeably ta a 
resolution of the Senate of the Ath of April, \840. : 


Aggregate amount) Ag; 

of ail expendi- 
or pay- 
ments ọf every 


tures, 


regate amoun: 
independent ot 
the payments on 
account of the 


Aggregate amount 


for permanent 
and ordinary pur- 
poses, excluding 


| 
| 
| 


Unless some accidental omission or other error | 
has occurred, these two statements will present all | 


Years.| kind, from thej public debt, whe-| payments on ac- 

Treasury. ther funded or} count of objects 

unfunded. either extraordi- 

nary or tempora- 

i Ty: 

1824 ; $31,898,538 47 $15,330,144 71 | $7,107.892 05 
1825 |, 23,585 804 72 11,490,459 94 j 6,537,671 27 
1826 |" 24.103.398 46 13,062,316 27 | 7.058,872 12 
1§27 | 22,656,764 04 12,653,095 65 | 7,427,175 78 
1828 | 25,459.479 52 13,296,041 46 - 7,788,394 86 
1829 25,044,358 40 12,660,460 62 ; 7,503 204 46 
1830 | 24 585.281 55 13,229,533 33 7,624,827 56 
1831 | 30,038,446 12 13,864,067 90 | 7,679 412 66 
1832 | 34,356,698 16.516.388 77 | 8,562,650 42 
1833 | 24,257,298 49 22.713,755 11 | 8,827,095 77 
1834 | 24,601,982 44 18.425.417 25 9,667,797 97 
1835 | 17,673,141 56 17,514,950 28 9, 157,490 32 
1836 , 30,868,164 04 30,868,164 04 11,688,987 18 
1837 ` 37,265,037 15 87,243,214 24 13,098,321 83 
1838 ` 39.455,438 35 33,649,718 08 | 18,837,594 44 
1839 | 37,129,396 80 25982797 75 | 13,525,800 18 


*Such as the public deht, trust funds, indenmities, claims of 
States for war debts, or three per cents on lands sold, occasional 
donations in money to objects in the District of Columbia, or 
otherwise, survey of the coast, taking the census, cuties re- 
funded, Explo ing Expedition, and materials collected for the 
gradual improvement of the navy, including improvements at 
navy, yards, durable public buildings of all kinds, bridges and 
fortifications, all roads, canala, breakwaters, and improvements 
in rivers and harbors, arming militia and forta, all pensions, ex- 
cept those to invalids, and the purchases of title to lands from 
Indians, (Indian Department,) the removal of Indians and the 
wars, with such other payments as may have been made in 
those years for pr: perty lost, or injuries committed during any 
hostilities. None of these years or columns include any thing on 
account of the Post Office Department. 

The expenditures of 1839 are subject to variation, on the 
settlement ofthe*Treasurer’s accounts for that year, which have 


not yet reached this office. 
T. L. SMITH, Register. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Register’s Office, May 4, 1840. 


B. 


STATE MENT of payments on 


f account of objects either 
extraordinary or temporary, 


including the public debt, 


from 1824 to 1839. 
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On motion of Mr. BENTON, the letter of the 
Secretary, and the tables, were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B. then rose to make another metien, and 
that was, to print an extra number of these papers. 
He proposed to give his reasons for the movion, 
and for that purpose, asked that the papers should 
be sentto him, (which was done;) and Mr. B. 


went on to say that his object was to spread be- | 
fore the country, in an authentic form, the full ` 


view of all the Government expenses for a series. 


_ of years past, going back as far as Mr. Monrce’s 


Tamasver DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, May 4, 1640, 


a ow: 


administration, and thereby enabling every citi- 
zen, in every part cf the country, to ste the actual, 
the comparative, andthe classified expenditures of 
the Government for the whole period. This pro- 
ceeding had become necessary, Mr. B. said, from 
the systematic efforts made for some years past, to 
impress the country with the belief that the expen- 


ditures had increased threefold in the last twelve | 


years—that they had risen from THIRTEEN to 


© PAIRTY-NINE millions of dollars; and that this 


enormcus increase was the effect of the extrava- 
gance, of the corruption, and of the incompetency 
of the Administrations which had succeeded that of 
Mr. Adams and Mr. Monroe. These two latter 
Administrations were held up as the models of eco- 
nomy; those of Mr. Van Buren and General 
Jackson were stigmatized as monsters of ex- 
travagance; and tables of figures were so 
arrranged as to give color to the cha- 
racters attributed to each. These systematic 
efforts—this reiterated assertion, made on this 
floor, of thirteen millions increased to thirly-nine— 


| and the effect which such statements must have 
; upon the minds of those who cannot see the pur- 


| country to set a'l right whenever they obtained - 
| a view of the farts. 


| a copy of this report, now received from the Se- | 
‘| eretary of the Treasury, under the call of the Se- | 
i nate, and printed by its order; he could wish | 
every cilizen to possess one of these authentic co- 
pies, tearing the imprimatur of the American Se- | 


- action to what was possible, he would propose to | 


poses for which the money was expended, ap- 
peared to him (Mr. B.) to reqnire some more for- 


mal and authentic refutation than any one indi- | 


vidual could give—something more imposing than 
the speech of 


Familiar with the action of the Government for 


a solitary member could afford. | 


twenty years past—coming into the Senate in the | 


time of Mr. Monroe2—remaining in it ever since— 
a friend to economy in public and in private life— 
and closely scrutinizing the expenditures of the 
Government during the whole time—he (Mr. B.) 
felt himself to be very able at any time to have 
risen in his place, and to have exposed the 
delusion of this thirteen and thirty-nine mil- 
lion bugbear; and, if he did not do so, it 
was because, in the first place, he was 
disinclined to bandy contradictions on the 
floor of the Senate; and, in the second place, 
because he relied upon the intelligence of the 


This view he had made 
himself the instrument of procuring, and the £e- 


| eretary of the Treasury had now presented it. 
i It was ready for the contemplation of the Ame- 


rican people; and he could wish every citizen to 
have the picture in his own hands, that he might 
contemplate it at his own fireside, and at his full 
leisure. He could wish every citizen to possess 


nate; but that was impossible; and, limiting his 


print sach number of extra copies as would 


` enable some to reach every quarter of the 


© Union. 
| through the newspapers, (for it was very shoit,) 


- that was a friend to trath and to fair dea'ing—that | 


He knew that the report could easily go 
and he hoped that it would appear in every paper 


wished to give correct information to its readers. 


: He hoped it would appear in allsuch papers; but 
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that was not sufficient. The newspaper publica- 
tions were not sufficiently free from cavil to 
answer his purpose; no publication could be suffi- 
cient but the one made by the order of the Senate; 
and, therefore, he wished the document itself to go 
forth, with the Sena'orial imprimatur upon it, in 
sufficient numbers to reach every quarter of the 
Union. He wished a large number to be printed; 
but would not suggest any particular number 
until he had first given to the Senate some view of 
the papers themselves, and thus shown them to be 


379 


worthy of the most ample multiplication, and of 
the mest extensive d:ffusion. 

Mr. B. then opened the tables, and explained 
their character and contents. The first one 
(marked A) consisied of three columns, and ex- 
hibited the aggregate, and the classified expendi- 
tures of the Government from the year 1824 to 
1839, inclusive; the second one (marked B) con- 
tained the detajled statement of the payments an- 
nually made on account of all temporary or extra- 
ordinary objects, including the public debt, for the 
same period. The second table was explanatory 
of the third column of the first one; and the two, 
taken together, weuld enable every citizen to see 


* 


: the actual expenditures, and the comparative ex- 
| penditures, of the Government for the whole pe- 
‘ riod which he had mentioned. 


Mr. B. then examined the actual and the com- 
parative expenses of two of the years, taken from 
the two contrasted pericds referred to, and invoked 
the attention of the Senate to the results which the 
comparison would exhibit. He took the first and 
the last of the years mentioned in the tables—the 
years 1824 and 1839—and began with the first 
item in the first column. This showed the aggre- 
gate expenditures for every object for the year 
1824, to have been $31,898,538 47-—very near 
thirty-two miliions of dollars, said Mr. B. and if 
stated alone, and without explanation, very capab'e 
of astonishing the public, of imposing upon the ig- 
norant, and of raising a cry against the dreadful ex- 
travagance, the corruption, and the wickedness of 
Mr. Monroe’s administration. Takea by itself; 
(and indisputably true it is in itself,) and this ag- 
gregate cf near thirty-two millions is very sufficient 
to effect all this surprise and indignation in the 
public mind; but, passing on to the second column 
to see what were the expenditures, independent of 
the public debt, and this large aggregate will be 
found to be reduced more than one half; it sinks 
to $15,330,144 71. Thisis a heavy deduction; but 
itis not all. Passing on to the third column, and 
it is seen that the actual expenses of the Go- 
vernment for permanent and ordinary objects, in- 
dependent of the temporary and extraordinary 
ones, for this same year, were only $7,107,892 05; 
being less than the one-fourth part of the aggregate 
of near thirty-two millions. This looks quite rea- 
sonable, and goes far towards relieving Mr. Mon- 
roe’s administration from the imputation to which 
a view of the aggregate expenditure for the year 
would have subjected it. But, to make it entirely 
satisfactory, and to enable every citizen to under- 
stand the important point of the Government ex- 
penditures—a point on which the citizens of a free 
and representative Government shoul be always 
well informed—to attain this full satisfaction, Jet us 
pass on to the second tabl- (marked B) and fix our 
eyes on its first column, under the year 1824 We 
shall there find every temporary and extraordinary 
object, and the amount paid on account of it, the 
deducticn of which reduced an aggregate of near 
thirty-two millions to a fraction over seven 
millions. We shall there find the explana- 
iton of the difference between the first and 
third columns. The first item is the sum of 
$16 563,393 76, paid on account of the prine 
cipal and interest of the public debt. The 
second is the sum of $4,891,386 56, paid to mer- 
chants for indemnities under the treaty with Spain 
of 1819, by which we acquired Florida. ‘The third 
is $5,510 27 paid to Siates for claims on account 
of war dcbis. The fourth is $47,714 53 for the 
three per centum to the new States on the lands 
so'd within their limits. The fifth is $17,000 on 
account of the two per centum to the Cumberland 
road. The fifth 1s $4,373 19 for the survey of 
thecoast. The sixth ts $423,342 46 for collecting 
materials for the gradual increase of the navy, and 
the improvement of the navy yards. The seventh 
is $180,309 67 for durable public buildings. The 
eighth is $429,972 04 for bridges and fortifica- 
tions. The ninth is $56,955 99 for roeds, ca- 
na's, and breakwaters, and improvements in 
rivers and harbors, except the Cumberland 
road, which was stated by itself. The _tenth 
is $171,155 43 for providing arms for the militia of 
the United States, and for aiming the fortifications. 
The eleventh is $1,267,600 41, for all pensions, 


except those of invalids. The twelfth is $429,- 
987 90 for purcha-ing land from Indians, and 
paying for Indian depredations. The thirteenth, 
and last iiem, is the sum of $296,960 21 fer mis- 
oéllaneous objects, and for property lost, or inju- 
ries committed, daring hostilities with any power. 
The total of all these items, excep! the public debt, 
is $6,222,252 66. This total, added to the sum 
paid en account of the public debt, makes close 
upon twenty-five millions of dollars; and this, de- 
ducted from the aggregate of near thirty-two mil- 
lions, leaves a fraction over seven millions for the 
real expenses of the Government—the ordinary 
and permanent expenses—during the last year of 
Mr. Monroe’s administration. This is certainly a 
satisfactory result. It exempts the Administration 
of that period from the imputation of extravagance, 
which the unexplaired exhibition of the aggregate 
expenditares might have drawn upon it in the 
minds of uninformed persons. It clears that Ad- 
ministration from all blame. It must be satisfac- 
tory to every candid mind. And now let us apply 
the test of the same examination to some year of 
the present Administration, now 30 incontinently 
charged with ruinous extravagance. Let us see 
how the same rule will work when applied to the 
present period; and, for that purpore, let us take 
the last year in the table, that of 1839, Let others 
take any year that they please, or as many as. they 


please: I take one, because I only propose to give © 
an example; and I take the last one in the table, | 


because it is the last. 
examination, and see what the results, actual and 
comparative, will be. 

Commencing with the aggregate payments from 
the Treasury for all objects, Mr. B. said it would 
be scen at the foot of the first column in the first 
table, that they amounted to $37,129,396 80; pass- 
ing to the second column, and it would be seen 
that this sum was reduced to $25,982,797 75; and 
passing to the third, and it would be seen that this 
latter sum was itself reduced to $13,525,800 18; 
and, referring to the sccond table, under the year 
1839, and it would be seen how this aggregate of 
thirty-seven millions was reduced to thirteen and a 
half. It was a great reduction; a reduction of 
nearly two-thirds from the aggregate amount paid 
out; and left for the proper expenses of the Go- 
vernment—its ordinary and permanent expenses— 
an inconceivably sma'l sum for a great nation of 
seventeen millions of souls, covering an immense 
extent of territory, and acting a part among the 
great powers of the world. To trace this reduc- 
tion—to show the reasons of the difference between 
the first and the third columns, Mr. B. would follow 
the same process wh:ch he had pursued in explain- 
ing the expenditures of “the year 1824, and ask for 
nothing in one case which had not been granted in 
the other. 

1. The first item to be deducted from the thirty-se- 
ven million agg ega e,was thesum of $11,146,599 05 
paid on account of the public debt. He repeated, 
on account of the public debt; for it was paid in 
redemption of Treasury notes; and these Treasury 
notes were so much debt incurred to supply the 
place of the revenue deposited with the Sta'es, in 
1836, or shut up in banks during the suspension of 
1837, or dae from merchants, to whom indulgence 
had been granted. To supply the place of these 
unattainable funds, the Government went in debt by 
issuing Treasury notes; but faithful to ihe senti- 
ment which abhorred a national debt, it paid off 
the debt almost as fest as it contracted it. Above 
eleven millions of this debt was paid in 1839, 
amountitig to almost the one third part of the ag- 
gregate expendiiure of that year; and thus, nearly. 
the one third part of the sum which is charged upon 
the Adminis'ratipn ‘as extravagance and corruption, 
was a mere payment of debt!—-a mere payment of 
Treasury notes which we had issued to supply the 
place of our misplaced revenue. This item being 
deducted from the 37 millions, reduces it to 26. 

2. The second item to be deducted is stated in 
the table under the description of trust funds; and 

‘consists of money: received in trust for the Chica- 
saw Indians, and other Indians, on the sale of their 
lands, for which the United States act ab their 
agent and treasurer. It amounts to near a quarter 
of a million, to wit, $240,694 for the year 1839; 


Let us proceed with this :' 
-; the Governmen}. 
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but for the three preceding years averaged a mil- 
linn and a quarter, and contributed largely to swell 
the expenditures, as they were termed, of 1836, 
1337, and 1838. This tem had no existence in- 
the year 1824; so that it becomes a new charge, ap 
parently, upon the Treasury; but in reality no 
charge at all, as it was only delivering over to In- 
dians the money which had been received for 
them, and belonged to them. Yet this item, 
amounting to nearly four millions in the last four 


years, is set down to the reckless extravagance of : 


a mad and ruinousAdministration. 

3. The third item to be deducted is the sum of 
$717,552 27, for indemnities; that is to say, for 
moneys recovered from foreign nations, under 
Gen. Jackson’s administration, for merchants who 
had been pluadered under previous Administra- 


tions—-whose money, when received, had gone in- | 


to onr Treasury, and was afterwards paid out to 
the rightful owners as their respective rights were 
ascertained. The payment for 1839 was near 
three quarters of a million; but for the three pre- 
vious years they amounted in the whole to about 
five and a half millions; and, according to the ac- 
cusation of the Opposition gentlemen, constituted 
so much of the horrid extravagance of those years! 
and here let us mark the difference between the pre- 
sent times and those of 1824. When, in that year, 


the sum of near five millions was paid out of the | 


Treasury for indemnities to merchants under the 
Florida treaty, no one ever thought of making the 
people believe that it was a part of the expenses of 
No one ever thought of injuring 
the Administration about it. These conceptions 
have been reserved for the present day. Now, for 
the first time in the history of our country, or per- 


from foreigners, and their payment tc our own citi- 
zens, becomes a dreadful extravagance—a ruinous 
waste of money—for which a mad and profligate 
Administration must be thrust from power! 

4. The fourth item is a small sam of $4,875 50 
for claims of States on account of expenditures 
for the general benefit during the late war. It 
was a payment of debt, and not an expense of Go- 
vernment, and though small in 1839, ithad been con- 

sid erable in the three preceding years, amounting 
in that time to about $230,000; and, of couse, 
swelling by that much the aggregate expenditures 
of those years, and helping to make up the mon- 
strous extravagance of which the country heard 
so much. 

5. The next item grows out of the three per 
centum fund to the new States on the amount of 
the lands sold within their limits. It is due to the 
States by compact, as a consideration, and a most 
inadequate one it is, for not taxing the Federal 
lands. For the year 1839, this item amounted to 
$63,670; and, being a debt due to the Siates, is 
no part of the Government expenses. For the 
three previous years, when the land sales were 
at the largest, and wher some of the S:ates had 
neglected for some years to draw their money, the 
payments on this account amounted to near one 
and a half millions of dollars; and, of course, 
swelled to thatamount the extravagance of 1836, 
%37, and °38! In the year 1824, this item was 
only $47,714. 

6. The sixth item to be deducted was nearly al- 
lied to the former. It was $198,530 for the two per 
centum on the sales of the public lands to make 
roads to the new States, and applicable to the 
Cumberland road. In the year 1824 it was only 
$17 000; but in the great sales of 1835, ’6, and °7, 
it amounted to near $1,200,000. Here again was 
a payment of a debt converted into wasteful extra- 
vagance! 

7. Donations of money to, or payments on ac- 
count of, the District of Columbia, was the seventh 
item of deduction which Mr. B. mentioned. It 
amounted to $126,374 for the year 1839, It was a 
new item in the list of Government payments, 
having no existence in 1824, nor until the year 
1832. After that time it had been annual, and as 
high as $313,000 in one year, to wit, 1833, and for 
the years 1836, °7, and °8, amounted to near 
$440,000. It was a gratuity to the District, which 
had no political rights; and it was a gratuity which 


‘| large items of recent expenditure. 
haps of any country, the recovery of indemnities | 


had‘no other object than to relieve it from barthens i 


-character. 


improvidently contracted; yet received the usual 
character of corrupt extravagance. 

8. The survey of the cvast was the eighth item 
which Mr. B. explained. It was a temporary and 
extraordinary object, which had grown up from a 
trifle toa large amount within a few years past, 
and amounted to $91,995 for the year 1839. Pre. 
vious to General Jackson’s administration it rarely 
exceeded two thousand dollars per annum; for the 
years 1836-7 and 8, it amounted to about $220,000. 

9. Duties refunded to merchants was another of 
the new and large items which had lately grown 
up among our Treasury payments. From 1824 
to 1832, it was unknown; yet in 1839, it was 
$179,304; in the year 1833, it was $701,000, and 
tor 1836-7, and 8, it amounted to above $800,000, 
This was a favor, or an act of justice to merchants, 
granied by acts of Conszress, or by judicial deci- 
sions, or by reversal of previous constructions of 
the laws. Itis no part of the Government expen- 
diture, though, being refunded from the Treasury, 
it goes into the enumeration to swell the general 
aggrepate—to swell the cry of extravagance—and to 
prove the hostility of the Administration to mer- 
chants! 

10. A tenth item to be deducted was the sam of 
$714,857 for collecting materials for the increase 
of the navy. This was an expenditure for the fu- 
ture defence of the country, and averaged about 
$800,000 per annum since the commencement of 
General Jackson’s administration, though only 
$423,000 in 1824. It is clearly no part of the ex- 
penses of Government, but an outlay of money 
for the benefit of after years, and of posterity. 

11. Permanent public buildings is another of the 
Formerly these 
buildings were of perishable materials, and sunk 
under the decay of time, or the ravages of fire; 
for some years past durable materials had been 
selected, and fireproof edifices constructed. The 
expenditure for this purpose in 1839, was $1,248,- 
044, and near the same for the three preceeding 
years. This again was an expenditure for the 
benefit of posterity, and not chargeable as an ex- 
pense upon the aciual administrations. r 

12. The sum of $735,570 for bridges and forti- 
fications, was the tweifth item which Mr. B. pointed 
out for deduction, being both of them expenditures 
for the benefit of posterity; the expenditure extra- 
ordinary aod temporary, but the benefit general 
and permanent. 

13. The sum of $1,491,000 for the improvement 
of rivers, harbors, and roads, exclusive of the Cum- 
berland road, was another expenditure of the same 
In 1824, it was but $56,955; but took 
a start then which weuld have known no bounds 
had it not been for the Maysville veto. “+ 

14. Providing arms for the militia of the States 
and cannon for the forts is another expenditure for 
futare times and for posterity. It amounted to 
$474,906 for 1839, and averaged above half a 
million a year for each of the three preceding years 
In 1824, it was but $171,155. 

15. Pensions, except those to invalids, was the 
next item noted by Mr. B. for deduction. They 
were gratuites from the Treasury, and not an ex- 
pense of Government. They amounted in 1839 


_to $3,033.764, being near .three times what they 


were in 1824. They had been an enormous drain 
upon the Treasury for the last seven years amounting 
in 1833 to $4,485,000, and subsequently averagip 
about half that sam. - 
16. Purchase of lands from Indians was another 
large item tobe deducted, and which had vastly 
increased of late. In 1824, this head of expendi- 
ture only amounted to $429,987; in 1839 it was 
$1,708,123; in 1836 was as high əs three millions. 
in 1837, $2,484,000; and in 1838, it was $4,603,518; 
These were heavy expenditures, incurred for the 
great object of relieving all the States from the 
incumbrance of an Indian population; but though 
heavy, it is not money gone from the Treasury 
never to return to it. Itall returns, and with pro- 
fit, in the sale of the Jands acquired; yet the vast 
sums paid on this head, is cited against us as rain- 
ous extravagance, for which the Goths should be 
driven from the Capitol! Sdn Se 
17. Removal of Indians and their wars. was 
another item nearly connected with the last, and 


subject to the same remarks. It had grown up of 
late; and was directed to the good of the States. 
In 1824 it was nothing; in 1839 it was Ae le 
In the three preceding years it was, respectively, in 
round numbers, $6,000,000, $6,500,000, and $5,500,- 


axpenditure in recent years, aod one of the most 
indispensable for the States of the South and West. 
h is appurtenant to the purchase of the Indian 
lands; and; although large, yet the sales of the 
lands will far more than reimburse it. 

18. And, finally, Mr. B. noted the sum of 
$232,369 for miscellaneous o' jects, not reduceable 


to a precise head, which swelled the list of expen- - 


ditures, without belonging to the expenses of the 
Government. 

19. The Exploring Expedition was th> last of 
the items. It was of recent origin, amounting to 
$97,968 in 1839, and to about $560,000 for the 
three preceding years. 

These are the eizhteen heads of extraordinary 


expenditare, sail Mr. B. and the amount expended | 
for each; and now let gentlemen of the Opposition 


say for which of these they did not vote, to which 

. they now object, and for which they will not vote 
again at this session? 

With this view of the tabolar statements Mr. B. 


closed the examination of the items of expendi- . 
tare, and stated the results to be a reduction of the - 
37 million aggregate in 1839, like that of the 32 | 


million aggregate in 1824, to about one-third of its 
amount. The very first item, that of the payment 
of public debt in the redemption of Treasury notes, 
reduced it 11 millions of dollars: it sunk it from 37 
millions to 26. The other eighteen items amount 
ed to $12,656,977, and reduced the 26 millions to 
138. 
the same: process which applies to the year 1824, 


and to every other year, and which is right in it- į 


self; and which must put to flight and to shame all 
the attempts to excite the country with this bug- 
bear story of extravagance. In the first place the 
ageregate expenditures have not increased three- 
fold 1n fifteen years; they have not risen from 13 to 
39 millions, as incontinently asserted by the Oppo- 
sition; but from 32 millions to 37 or 39. And how 
have they risen? By paying last year 11 millions 
for Treasury notes, and more than 12 millions for 
Indian lands, and wars, removals of Indians, and 
increase of the army and navy, and other items as 
enumerated. The result is a residuam of 132 mil- 
lions for the real expenses of the Government; a 
sum 1 millions short of what gentlemen proclaim 
would be an economical expenditure. They all 
say that 15 millions would be an economical ex- 
penditure: very well! here is 134! which is a mil- 
lion and a half short of that mark. f 

‘The authéntic tables show that the aggregate 
expenditures for 1824, came within five millions of 


those of 1839; consequently that, without a deduc- | 


tion for extraordinary expenditwes, the charge of 
extravagance, waste, ruin, profligacy, &c. might 
have been raised against the Administration of that 
day, and some uninformed persons excited against 
it by a groundless clamor; yet no one thought of 
raising such a clamor in 1824. Ne one then 


thoughtof charging, as extravagance, payments on | 


account of the pubiic debt, and fur indemities to 
merchants, and other extraordinary expenses. 
Then all parties made the proper deductions for 
payments either temporary or extraordinary in 
their nature. No one sought to mystify or to 
impose upon the ignorant. No one thought of 
paiming a story of thirty-two millions upon the 
country as the es of the country. All that 
has been reserved. for the present times; it 
hasbeen reserved for our day; and may have 
been attended for a while with the ephemeral suc- 
cess which crowns for a: moment the petty arts of 
delusion practised upon the ignorant. But the day 
for this delusion has gone by. The classified ta- 
bles, now presented, will reach every citizen, and 
will clear up every doubt. They will enable every 
citizen to see every item of expeaditure—to judge 
it hitnse}f—and to demand of the Opposition gen- 
tlemen, if they did not vote for it themselves, and 
if they now object to it? Taking the extraordmary 
items ‘as they rise, and beginning with the first, the 
sum of eleven millions paid for redemption of 
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Treasury notes; and it can be demanded if that 
payment was not right? and so on through the 
whole list, amounting to twelve and a half mil- 
lions. The ordinary and permanent expenses, 


d |: amounting to thirteen and a half millions, no one 
000. This is one of the largest heads of increased | 


objects to: all admit that that sam is a mil- 
lion and a half within the mark of meri- 
torious economy. It is on the extraordinaries 
—it is on the difference between thirteen and a 


half and thirty-seven millions—that the attack ` 


is made; and now we produce these extraordina- 
ries. We give a list of them, item by item, 
with the amount paid on account of each; and 
call upon the gentlemen of the Opposition to name 
the one to which they object? to name the one for 
which they did not vote? This is what we do; 


© and I wil tell you, Mr. President, what they will 


o: they will not name one item to which they now 
object, or against which they voted! They will 
not name one; and ‘he reason is, because they 
cannot! They voted for all—they approve all— 
the country will approve all, except part for pen- 
sions and harbors, and of these the Opposition 
were the leading advocates. And thus these 
gentlemen of the Oppcsition are presented in the 


. extraordinary light of going abroad to make a | 
i general denunciation of the Administration for 


extravagant expenditure; and when we show 
them the bill of particulars, and ask of them to 
point out the extravagant items, or the ones for 
which they did not vete, they will remain silent! 
They will name no item, because they cannot. 
Mr. B. said that this Administration, and that of 
General Jackson, were ready for a comparison with 
any that preceded them. Aggregates against ag- 


the; l ‘| gregales, or items against items, they were ready 
Here then is a result which is attained by | 


for the comparison. If any one shall say that the 
expenses of the Government were thirty seven mil- 
lions in 1839, or thirty-nine millions in 1838, we 
answer that this is only five or seven millions more 
than the aggregate of 1824; that the aggregate was 
then thirty-two millions, and the increase is only 
in proportion to the increase of the conntry. If, 
descending from aggregates and going into items, 
it is said that sixteen millions must be deducted 
from the aggregate of 1824 for payments to the 
pnblic debt, and eight millions more for indemni- 
ties and other extraordinaries, we answer that eleven 
millions must be deducted from the aggregate of 
1839 for redemption of Treasury notes, and twelve 
afd a half millions more for Indian wars, treaties, 
and removals, and a dozen other extraordinaries. 
This brings the thirty-seven down to thirteen and a 
half; and at that point complaint ceases. 

Mr. B. said that the tables which were presented 
treated every Administration alike. Beginning in 
the last year of Mr. Monroe, they came down 
through the term of Mr. Adams, and the two 
terms of General Jackson, and the three years 
which had elapsed under Mr. Van Buren. All 
Were treated alike. The same rule was applied to 
the expenditures under each one. The aggregate 
was given in every case first; and then the extra- 
ordinary, separated from the ordinary expendi- 
tures, and the same items charged and credited in 
every case. In looking at the aggregates, it will 
be seen that every Administration needed this 
classification; that the aggregate under Mr. 
Adams’s administration was not thirteen millions, 
as repeated so many millions of times, but about 
the double of that! and that this thirteen millions 
for that gentleman’s administra'ion was only at- 
tained by deducting extraordiparies! by going 
through the very process which reduces the expen- 
ditare onder Mr. Van Buren to thirteen and a half 
millions. The smallest aggregate in the whole 
table is that of 1835, under Gen. Jackson’s admi- 
nistration, when the public debt had ceased, and 
the Indian wars had not begun. The aggregate 
for that year is seventeen millions and a half 
Even including the extraordinaries of that 
year, and the. aggregate was but seventeen 
millions and a balf! And so it will be again. 
As soon as we are done paying the Trea- 
sury notes, which are issued in lieu of our 
misplaced revenue, and so soon as oar Indian trou- 
bles are over, and the payments completed for re- 
moval of Indians, and purchase of’ their lands, the 
aggregate expenditures will come down to about 
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what they were in 1835; and the ordinary expenses 
will be within fifieen millions. i 

Mr. B. demanded who ever deemed it an‘ex- 
pense of the Government, when Mr. Jefferson 
purchased Louisiana at fifteen millions of dollars? 
And who could think of charging as an expense 
the large sams which had been lately paid in ex- 
tinguishing Indian titles, and in removing Indians? 
One would as soon think of charging, among the 
expenses of a family, the ou'lay which should be 
made by a prudent and thrifty farmer in purchas- 
ing addıtional land, and inclosing it with fences, or 
covering it with improvements, The extinction 
of the Indian titles—the acquisition of their lands 
for settlement and cultivation—and the removal 
of the Indians themselves from all the States, was 
one of the great measures which illustrated Gene- 
ral Jackson’s administration, and was beneficial 
both to the Indians and to the Siates. So great an 
otject could not be effected without a large ex- 
peuditure of money; and who is there now to stand 
up and condemn the Administration for this expen- 
diture?: Who wants these Indians back? Who 
wants Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and ali the 
other States, again incumbered with the Indians 
which have left them? 

That the expenses of the Goverument had in- 
creased in the last twelve or fifteen years, Mr. B. 
said was just as certainly true as it was naturally 
to have been expected. The country itself had 
increased in that time: several néw States had 
been admitted into the Union, and ‘several 
new Territories had been created. An-additional 
impetus had been given to the public defences in 
the increase of the army andnavy—wars with seve- 
ral Indian tribes had intervened—vast purchases 
of Indian lands had been effected—whole tribes, 
nay, whole nations of Indians, had been removed, 
and removed to a vast distance, and at a vast ex- 
pense. This latter expenditure was chiefly for the 
benefit of the Sowh and West; but where is the 
man in anv quarter of the Union that can stand 
up and condemn i!? 

Sir, I admit an increased expenditure; and, far 
from concealing, I exhibit and proclaim it. I dis- 
play the items; they are spread cut in the státe- 
ments now under discussion; I point them out to 
the coantry. I say they will be found, principal- 
ly, in the navy—in the army—in the Indian de- 
partment—in the pensions—in the light-house es- 
tablichment—in Indian wars—in the defence of the 
frontiers, North and West—in fortifications—mn 
preparing armsa d imunitions of war—in the Jegis- 
jative depariment—in permanent and durable fire 
proof public buildings—and in assuming the foreign 
debt, and making other expenditures for the District 
of Columbia. In these branches of the service 
will the increases be principally found, and I supj 
ported them all except the increase for pensions, har- 
bors, some of the light-houses, and the book printing 
part of the legislative expenses. 1 supported all 
except these: bat the gentlemen of the Opposition 
supported all that I did, and these besides; and 
now go forth to raise a cry of extravagance ! 

Mr. B. said the Opposition not only voted for 
these increased expeaditures, but in some instan- 
ces greatly augmented them This was the case in 
the Indian expenditures, and especially among the 
Cherokees. The Opfosition sat themseives up for 
the guardians of these Indians: they seemed to 
make political alliance with them. The Indians 
became parties to our politics: the Opposition be- 
came alles to them; and the result was. double 
trouble, and double expense, and double delays, 
and double vexation of every kind with those In- 
dians; un‘il it required a military force to compel 
them to comply with treaties which gave them 
millions more than they ought to have received ! 

The Opposition not only voted for all the in- 
creaces, and caused some of them to be augmented, 
but they attempted many enormous expenditures 
which the Democratic members opposed and pre- 
vented. Let any one look to the bills which were 
rejected, either in the Senate or in the House of 
Representa:‘ives; let any one look to the namber 
of these b:lis, and the tens of millions, in the ag- 
gregate, with which they were freighted, and then 
say what the expenses would have been if the Op- 
position had been in power. One of these bills 
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alone, the French spoliation bill, was for five mil- 
lions of dollars; others were for vast sums, espe- 
cially the harbor bills. They were rejected by the 
votes of Democratic members; and if they had not 
been—if they had passed—they would haveswelled 
the thirty-seven to near fifty millions; and would 
have been charged upon us as reckless, wasteful, 
horrib:e extravagance. 

Mr. B. said that financial statements were a dif- 
ficult subject to handle—hard for a speaker to un- 
derstand himself, and harder still to make himself 
be understood by others. It was a point at which 
the most unfounded impressions might be made on 
the public mind—on which the greatest errors 
might be propagated. Yet it was a point of which 
correct information shou'd be disseminated—on 
which every citizen should be isformed—which 
every one should make it his business to under- 


stand. Economy should be the cardinal virtue of. 


a free Government, and the whole body of the citi 
zens should be the guardians of that virtue. They 
should guard the national finances; and for that 
purpose should understand them. 
know how much money was raised, for what pur- 
pose, and how expended. They could not be too 
jealous of the misapplication of the public 
moneys; they could not scrutinize too 
closely the public accounts. Those accounst 
could not be too often presented to them, norin a form 
too simple and obvious. It has been m endeavor, 
said Mr. B. both in calling for the Yatatements 
which had just come in from the Treasury, and in 
what I have said upon them, to present the difficult 
subject of our finances in a plain, obvious, and in- 
telligible form. My object has been to elucidate, 
and not to mystify—to enlighten, and not to con- 
fase. Ihave endeavored to present a full, plain, 
and authentic statement of the public expenditures; 
snch as every citizen can sce and comprehend. 
Our adversaries present an aggregate—rosh at the 
passions, and endeavor to alarin, or to enrage, 
the people. I present the partculars, and ask ror 
their deliberaie judgment. Sir, I have confidence 
in the capacity of my countrymen. I have confi- 
dence in their capacity for self-government; in their 
moral and intellectual capacity for governing them- 
selves—for sustaining and carrying on the frame 
of Government which our ancestors rrovided for 
us. I believe that my fellow citizens possess 
the requisie qualities for self-government—judg- 
ment to undersiand—virtue to choose—and pa- 
triotism to sustain—the princip'es and the mea- 
sures which are best for themselves. I do not be- 
heve in the monarchical idea, that the people are 
ignorant, venal, facetious; that they have no en- 
lightened views of men or measures; that reason, 
truth, and sound argument, are lust upon them, as 
peails thrown to the swine; that the only way to 
govern them is to bamboozle and debauch them. 
I believe in none of these monarchical opinions, and 
have never practised upon them. I have never 
addressed myself to the supposed ignorance, ve- 
nality, faction, or caprice of my countrymen, but 
aiways to their inteligence, virtue, and patriotism. 
The argumentum ad ignorantiam has had no place 
in my speeches: the argumentum ad judicium has 


been my aim. I cannot say that I have spoken | 


with judgment; but I can affirm that I have al- 
ways paid my countrymen the compliment of 
speaking to their accredited judgment—never to 
their supposed folly. I have spoken to the ra- 
tional minds, to the virtuous hearts, and to the 
loity, generous, and patriotic feelings of my coun- 
irymen; and I am too well content with the effect 
which this plan of speaking has had, to change it 
now. Facts, and reasons, are my materials—sim- 
plicity my style. Away with exordium—away 
with peroration—away with holyday phrases— 
away with theatrical display—-away with all 
figures, but figures of arithmetic; and of these I give 
many, and never more than in this short speech. 
This has been my plan of speaking, and this it is 
now. I have procured plain statements to be 
made out, and have delivered a plain speech upon 
them. I have endeavored to make myself inteli- 
gible on a subject in which intelligibility is some- 
what difficult—on which it is easy for the speaker 
to get both himself and his hearers into a fog. I 
have aimed at perspicuity, and flatter myself that I 
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have been understood. I wish the country to judge 
the expeaditures of the Government—the particu- 
lars as well as the aggregate—and therefore place 
the whole before the public. Our adversaries at- 
tack the aggregate: Let them examine the particu- 
lars, and name the one to which they object, and 
for which they did not vote! 

Mr. B. then appealed to Senators of the Demo- 
cratic party to name the number of extra copies of 
the report which they would propose to print, pro- 
fessing himself ready to agree to any number that 
was Satisfactory to his friends. 

Mr. HUBBARD proposed thirty thousand. 

Mr. BENTON accepted the proposition, and 
moved that thirty thousand extra copies of the re- 
port be printed for the use of the Senate. 

This motion gave rise to a very interesting and 
animated discussion, in which Messrs. BROWN, 
HUBBARD, CALHOUN, and BUCHANAN, 
advocated, and Messrs. PRESTON, SOU HARD, 
CLAY, of Kentucky, and WEBSTER, opposed 
the motion, and a sketch of which will be given 
atanearly day. 

The question being then on printing thirty thou- 
sand exira copies of the report, it was agreed to— 
yeas 22, nays 14, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, 


Anderson, Benton, 


' Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 


+ Cuthbert, 


Oe ne eee 
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Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lampkin, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Se 
vier, Siuigeon, Wall, Williams, and Wright—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Knight, Porier, Prentiss, 


Preston, Ruggles, Southard, Tallmadge, Webster, | 


and White—I4. 
The Senate then adjorned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, May 7, 1840. 

Pursuant to‘adjournment, the House of Repre- 
sentatives re-assem bled this day, at 12 o’clock. 

The SPEAKER announced the business first in 
order tobe the report of the select committee ap- 
pointed to investigate the facts relative to the re- 
cent breach of privilege on the floor of the House. 

Mr. ADAMS reminded the House that this was 
the day set apart for the consideration of the bill 
numbered 100, heretofore reported by him from the 
Committee on Manufactures, entitled “A bill to en- 
sure the more faithful execution of the laws relat- 
ing to the collection of duties on imports.” 

Mr. A. said it appeared doubtiul whether any 
use or benefit would arise from the consideration 
of the report of the select committee on the ques- 
tion of privilege; and, in his opinion, the best way 
to dispose of 1t was to getrid of it at once. He 
moved, therefore, to lay it on the table. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Apams] wou'd modify his motion 
so as to postpone the consideration of the report to 
a fulure day. ; 

Mr. ADAMS thereupon moved that the further 
consideration of the report be postponed until 
Thursday next; which motion prevailed. 

And the further consideration of the report was 
postponed accordingly. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, for the purpose of proceeding to the 
consideration of the bill above mentioned; which 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ATHERTON intimated that the bill mak- 
ing appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of the Goverment, for the year 1840, had 
undergone some amendments in the Senate. 
Two of these were mere amendments of form; 
the third might give rise toa little debate. He 
thought, however, that they might all be disposed 
of in a short space of time, all of them being of 
such a natureas not to require commitment. He 
hoped, therefore, that when the bill was sent from 
the Senate the House would take it up and 
dispose of the amendments at once. 

Mr. ADAMS intimated that one of the amend- 
ments. was of a character which, ata former ses- 
sion, had given rise to some difference of pinion 
between the two Houses, the result of which had 
been the appointment of a Committee of Con- 
ference. He would desire that question to be 


disposed cf with a fall House. He hoped that 
the House would go into committee on the bill 
indicated by him; and, when the House was more 
full, the amendments in the other bill might be 
taken up and disposed of. 

The suggestions on both sides were acceeded to. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, who had for some time 
past been detained from the House by indisposi- 
tion, asked that the House, the same: cause conti- 
nuing, would relieve him from further service on 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

And Mr. J. was excused accordiagly. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. A. Dicains, their Secretary, setting forth that 
the Senate had passed the bill making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
Government for the year 1840, with certain amend- 
ments, in which the concurrence of the House was 
requested. 

On leave given, Mr. CARTER presented cer- 
tain additional testimony; which was referred tu 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

COLLECTION OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 

Un motion of Mr. ADAMS, the House resolved 
itself into Gommittee of the’ Whole oa the state of 
the Union (Mr. Beit of Tennessee in the chair) on 
the “bill to ensuñe the nybre faithful execution of 
the laws relating to the cgliection of duties on im- 
ports.” i 


Mr. A. asked that, before the reading of the bill, 


` one of the petitions on which it was founded 


might be read. The sections of the bill were ac- 
commodated to the prayer of the petitioners. There 
were as many as’ fifty petitions coming from all 
the manofacturing Siates of the Union, setting forth 


_ the difficulties that existed in the collection of the 


i revenue. The object of the bill was to remedy 


these inconveniences, and to ensure the collection 
of the revenue. . 

One of the petitions was accordingly read by the 
CLERK. 

After which, the bill, having been first read 
through, was taken up by sections. And the first 
section being under consideration— 

Mr. RHETT said that this bill had been re- 
ported some time since, and that there had been 
laid on the table a number of amendments thereto; 
say from 15 to 20. If these amendments had 
sovered the objections which he entertained against 
the bill, he would have had nothing to say, but 
would have let the sense of the committee be taken 
upon them, and the bill be passed, if the House so 
determined. 

The CHAIR inquired of the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Ruzrr] whether he proposed 
to amend the first secticn of the bill? 

Mr. RHETT said he was opposed to the whole 
bill. 


The CHAIR said the gentleman could then state - 


his objections te the bill after the sections had been 
gone through with in order. 

Mr. RHETT moved to recommit the bill to the 
Committee on Manufactures. 

The CHAIR said the motion was not in order. 

Mr. RHETT thereupon moved to strike out the 
enacting clause of the bill. ín support of this 
motion, Mr. R. addressed the committee at consi- 
derable length, setting forth tae objections he 
he'd against the bill, and which, in substance, are 
as follows: : : 

He said he did not desire to extend protection to 
those who committed frauds- upon the revenue. 
He wished that a bill should be passed, but he 
wished it to be such a one as was in conformity to 
the Constitution of the United States. He did not 
think that the present bill was So; and, from the 
number of amendments which the Committee on 
Manufactures had themselves proposed—aone of 
which, however, embraced the constitutional objec- 
tions which he entertained, and which were four in 
number-—the biil was evidently in so crnde a state 
as to render it unwise to act upon it in its present 
form. As, however, the Crair had decided that a 
motion to recommit was not in order, he had sub- 
stituted for it a motion to strike out the enacting 
clause. 

And the question having been stated to the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. RHETT proceeded. He did not wish to 


say any thing which might look like a refléction on 
the collector of the port of New York; so far as he 
(Mr. R.) kaew any thing of that gentleman, he 
was worthy of all the confidence which was re- 
posed in him. Nor, he (Mr. R ) hoped, would 
any gentleman suppose it to be his wish that frauds 
perpetrated on the revenue should not be sup- 
pressed. He would go as faras any man in all 
proper means to suppress them; for if it was right 
that laws should exist, it was right, also, that they 
Should be enforced. It was due to the honest and 


upright merchants of the country that such frauds | 


should bs suppressed; and if the bill had not been 


liable to ob,ections under the Constitution, he | 
should have left it to those who represent the com- | 
mercial interests, the large commercial cities, in | 
ord-r that they might arrange its details and pro- , 


visions. 


The first objection which he entertained wasto the 
sixth section, (which he asked the CLERK again to 


read,) and which ıs as follows: 

“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the collecior or appraisers of any 
port or district to call before him or them, and ex- 


amine, upon oath, any owner, imporier, or con- | 
i) vision. 


signee, or other person, touching any matter or 
thing which they may deem material in ascertain- 


ing the ownership or true value of any goods, | 


wares, or merchandise, imported or entered, of 
which may be about to be entered, and to require 
the production, on oath, to the collector, or to any 
permanent appraiser, of any letters, accounts, or 
invoices, in the possession or under the con'rol of 
such owner, importer, or consignee, relating to the 
same; for whieh parpose they are authorized to ad- 
minister oaths, and to put such interrogatories or 
questions as such collector oc appraisers shall 
deem proper; and if such owner, importer, or con- 
Signee, on being served with personal notice, 
one day before the time appointed for attend- 
ing before such collector or appraisers, shall 
fail to attend, unless prevented by sickness or 
by the consent of the collector, or, when attend- 
ing, shall decline to answer such interrogato- 
ries or questions put by such collector or ap- 
praisers, or shall fail to produce any of the letters, 
accounts, or invoices before referred to, when and 
in the manner required bv said collector, such mer- 
chandise shall be forfeited, and the proceeds there- 
of distributed according to law. And in case a 
notice so to appear before any such collector or 
appraisers shall be served by being left at the usual 
piace of business of such owner, importer, or con- 
signee, and he shall fail to attend in pursuance of 
such notice, for a period of thirty days, the appraise- 
ment or value fixed upon such merchandise by 
said appraisers shall be final and conclusive in ail 
courts or places, any law or act of Congress to the 
contrary notwithstanding; and any person, other 
than such owner, importer, or consignee, who hav- 
ing been so called, on personal notice, shall fail to 
attend before such collector or appraisers, shall 
pay one {thousand dollars as a forfeiture to the 
United States, te be recovered as in an action of 
debt; and any person who shall swear falsely on 
such examination shall be deemed guilty of per- 
jary, aad if he shall be the owner, importer, or 
consignee, the goods, wares, or merchandise shall 
be forfeited.” , 
This clause (Mr. R. said) proposed to give the 
collector power to summon either the importer, 
owner, consigner, or any other person, touching 
any matters or things therein enumerated. But it 
did not end there. If they did not, on personal 
notice given one day before the time appointed 
for attendance, the goods were forfeited—the col- 
lector (being the informant) to take one half, and 
the Government the other, (as under the existing 
law.) Now, his (Mr. R.’s) objection to this was, 
that it gave to the collector judicial power; 
that it erected him into a court, by which he was 
to try whether the goods were fraudulently import- 
ed or not—a power under which he could sum- 
‘mon witnesses and put parties before him upon 
oath. He called upon the commitier to say in 
what portion of the United States such power was 
ever given to any public Executive officer—that 
he himself, the party interested, should be the judge 
to call the parties before bim, and to condemn 
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hem. And there was after trial in the matter, be- l 


cause the section distinctly said: 

“And if such owner, importer, or consignee, on 
being served with personal notice, one day before 
the ume appointed for attending before such col- 
lector or appraisers, shall fail to attend, unless pre- 
vented by sickness or by the consent of the col- 


lector, or, when attending, shall decline to answer i} 
such interrogatories or questions put by such | 


collector or appraisers, or shall fail to pro uce any 


of the letiers, accounts, or invoices, before referred it 
to, when and in the manner required by said | 


collector, such merchandise shall be forfeited, and 
the proceeds thereof distributed according to law.” 
Was not this an incongruity with the Cunstitu 


tion of the United States?) The amended article of | 


the Constitution [No. 7] declared that “in suits at 
common law, where the value in controversy shall 
exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury 
shall be preserved.” Here the value was 
not twenty dollars—it might be an unlimited 
amount. The act of 1799 declared that any officer 
who would te entitled to a share in the penalty 
should not, if he acted as a witness, have any por- 
tion of it. Butin this bill there was no such pro- 


Again. This clause compelled the parties to an- 
swer on oath before the collector. The fifth 
amended article of the Constitution ef the United 
States declares that no person “shall be compelled, 
in any criminal case, to be a witness against him- 
self, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law.” Here the Constitu- 
tion declared that a man should not, in a criminal 
case, be a witness against himself. Te gentleman 
probably might say that it is not a criminal éase; 
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pariy. The section as originally reported said any 
interest at all. The amendment rendered the clause 
less objectionable than it was; but he still doubted 
whether it did not interfere with the right of trial by 
jury. Because, if you altered the lestimony thatshould 
go to a jury, you certainly affected the trial by jury 
uself. If you couid interfere in one form, you 
could in another. The principle of the common 
Jaw was, that no man interested in the event of a 
suit should be a competent wicness; but the gen- 
tileman from Massachusetts went further, and said 
ifa peison had a similar interest he should not 
be competent. The common law, didnot exclude 
such a person—it simply declared that the fact 
should go to his credibility with the jary. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts, not content with 
that, wouldexclude the testimony altogether. 
These were grave matters. He (Mr. R.) might 
be willing to go as far as the farthest, to detect 
and punish frauds; but he would tell gentlemen 
that he would not touch the Constitution of the 
United States for the whole revenue of the Union a 
million times told over. It was the charterof our 
liberties and rights; if it could be touched for one 


; purpose, it could for another, and so on until all 


our liberties might be destroyed. 

Mr. R. then called attention to the 11th section, 
which is as follows: 

“Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That when 


` any collector, naval officer, or surveyor, shall have 


cause to suspect that any goods, wares, or mer- 


; chandise, ia any house, store, or other place, have 
_ been imported into the United States without any 
| duties having been paid or secured to be paid there- 


yet it was so, becuse the individual himself was |. 


liable to be indicted, imprisoned, and fined. 
individual was called up, he was compelled to an- 
swer. How could gentlemen reconcile this provi- 
sion with our institutions—that a man should be 
compelled to criminate himself—and that, if he did 
not answer, his goods, as provided in this bill, 
should be forfeited? Mr. R. alluded to the ancient 
law of England, where, in case of an accused par- 
ty standing mute, a jury were compelled to find the 
fact; yet, under this bill, without any jary render- 
ing a verdict at all, the forfeiture ensued immedi- 
ately and irreclaimably; and thus a man’s whole 


. estate might be put upon an issue of this kind be- 


fore the collector. . 

Mr. R. then alluded te the penalty imposed by 
this section upon non-attending witnesses; and 
contended that such a penalty had never been 
known since the world began. Was it consistent 
with that article of the amended Constitution which 
declared that “excessive bail should not be re- 
quired, nor excessive fines imposed?” Would any 
man say that this fine was not excessive? Mr. R. 
commented on that portion of the section which 
excepts from its penal operation only persons pre- 
vented by sickness, or those who were absent by 
consent of the collector; and expressed his belief 
that a bill filled with such crudities could not ob- 
tain the sanction of the committee. 

He maintained the distinction in the Constitu- 


! tion, in relatien to trial by jury, to be this: the col- 


lector might seize the goods, might dispossess the 
individuals of them, when there was good ground 
to suppyse crime; but there was the beginning and 
the end of the power under the Constitution. The 
question whether there was fraud or not was a 
question of fact. To go beyond that was to vic- 
late that clause of the Constitution which guaran- 
tied to every man trial by jury. 

Mr. R. then turned the attention of the commit- 
tee to the 9th section of the bill, which is as fol- 
lows: 


“Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That when- | 


ever a suit shall be tiedin any courtin the 
United States in which is involved any question of 
duties on importation of goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, no person having an interesi in such question 
shall be competent as a witness on such trial, un- 
less called to testify by the adverse party.” 

Mr. R. continued. One of the amendments re- 
ported to the bill provided that no person having a 
similar interest with the party to the snit should be 
a competent witness, unless called by the adverse 


If an : 


on, or less duties having been paid thereon, through 
the fraud of the importer or importers, or any per- 
son or persons acting on their behalf, than they 
are by law subject to pay, then, in every such case, 
it shall and may be lawful for the judge of the dis- 
trict court at the district in which such goods may 
be founl, on application, under oath, of said col- 
lector, naval officer, or surveyor, to issue a war- 
rant authorizing such collector, naval officer, or 
surveyor, with such assistants as may be necessa- 
ry, to enter any such house, store, or other place, . 
in the daytime only, and there to search for 
such goods, wares, or merchandise; and 
if any such goods, wares, or merchandise, 
be found in the hands or possession of the original 
importer or importers thereof, or any other person 
or persons who purchased or received the same, 
knowing them to have been illegally imported with- 
out payment of the duties required by law, to 
seize and secure the same for trial; and all such 
goods, wares, er merchandise, on which no duties 
have been paid or secured, or on which, through 
the fraud of the importer or importers, or any per- 
son or persons acting on their behalf, less duties 
have been paid or secured, than they are by law 
subject to pay, shall be forfeited; and such collector, 
naval officer, or surveyor, may, at the time of 
making such se.zure, call.on such importer or im- 
porters to produce and exhibit the original invoices 
of said goods, wares, or merchandise, or copies 
thereof; and a refusal to produce the same shall be ` 
considered prima facie evidence of an illegal im- 
portation of such goods, wares, or merchandise.” 

Mr. R. continued. This section gave the power 
of search—a power most jealously guarded by ovr - 
ancestors—for they knew it was liable to abuse. 
The 4th article of the amendments to the Constitu- 
tion declared that “the right of the people to be 
secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effecis, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall 
not be violated; and no warrants shall issue, but 
upon probabie cause, suppo.ted by oath or afirma- 
tion, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be seized.” . 
Now, could not the gen'leman have put the Con-. 
stitution into this clause, if he meant it to apply? 
Mr. R. contrasted this provision with the provi: 
sions of the act of °99, 

One would have supposed that fiye er six. objec- 
tions were enough; but there were otber objections, . 
though probably not so great. Mr. R. then alluded 
to that part of the tenth section, whieh, in addi- 
tion to other things, imposed civil di-ability on 
public officers found aiding and abetting the com- 
mission of frauds. If the Constitution was now 
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making, he said, he might be willing to sav that 
any man convicted of a criminal offence in the 
courts of our country should not hod office; but, by 
the Constitution of the United States, the qualifica- 
tions of President and Members of Congress are 
fixed. 

In the last clause of the 12th amended article, 
it was declared that “no person constitutionally 


ineligible to the cffice of President shalt be eli- | 


gible to that of Vice President of the United 
States.” 
eligibility? Could Congress superadd to the Consti- 
tation of the United States, save by two-thirds? 
Could it superadd a disqualification which the 
Constitution did not contain? Suppose Mr. Swart- 
wout had returned from Europe—suppose that the 
laws of the United States had rendered his acts 
felony, and that he had been tried, convicted, and 
punished; suppose the people should think proper 
to elect him Vice President, or even President; 
would the gentleman’s law, if passed by Congress, 
hinder Swartwout from taking his sea? No, he 


would hold up the Constitution and say, this de- 


signates my eligibility, your law is a nullity; and 
zo would every tribunal in the land declare. He 
(Mr. R) contended that this was not a constitu- 
tional provision, unless the Constitution deciared 
the inability. 

Mr. R. after urging one or two more objections, 
not of a constitutional character, said that he op- 
posed the bill because it gave improper power to 
the Executive arm of this country—a power given 
in no other country.* If such enormous power were 
required to collect duties, it would be infinilely bet- 
ter that this whole system shou'd be abandoned. 
He believed the great fault of the Constitution was, 
that it gave the Government this power of indirect 
taxation by duties. He believed we never should 
have proper and effectual responsibility in the Go- 
vernment, until we came back to asystem of direct 
taxation. Whenever that time came, we should 
find no cause to complain of Executive abuses in 
the expenditure of the public money. 

Mr. ADAMS obtained the floor, but at the sug- 
gestion of Mr. AruErton, yielded it; when, on 
motion of the latter gentleman, the committee 
rose, and the Speaker of the House having re- 
sumed the chair, the Chairman of the committee 
reported that said committee had considered the 
bill, and come to no resolution thereon. 

Oa motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the House 
took up the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic exp2nses of Government, to 
consider the amendments made to that bill by the 
Senate. 

The two first, which were merely formal, were 
concurred in. The third amendment proposed to 
strike out the item appropriating 45,000 dollars for 
the Documentary History of the American Revo- 
lution. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved that the House con- 
cur with the Senate in the amendment; and he 
went into a long and critical examination of the 
contract and the law under which it had been made, 
and urged the concurrence of the House in 
the amendment, with a view to have an in- 
quiry instituted into all the circumstances of the 
case, so tha! the House might act understandingly. 
He disapproved of the manner of the distribution. 
If the work was to be prcgressed with, he was un- 
derstood to bein favor of its distribution to public 
libraries of the country, instead of the members of 
the Twenty-fourth, Twenty-filth, and Twenty sixth 
Congresses, as provided for in the resolulion, au- 
tkorizing the distribution. There was no provi- 
sion for extending the distribution to the preseut cr 
future Congresses. He was understood to say 
that, by the terms of the contract, the publishers 
were unlimiied as to the size of the volumes. 
There had been no person appointed by the Go- 
vernmeant to superiniend the publication; but that 
the contractors had the authority to go on and pub- 
lish all the newspapers published in the country at 
that time. He maintained that the proper course 
would be fer the House to coccur in the amend- 


ment of the Senate, and have a committee of in- 


quiry to.investigate the nature of the contract; and 
to enable such a committee to come to a correct 
conclusion, it would be necessary to examine 


What was the meaning of constitutional : 
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many and voluminous documents. There was 
not then sufficient time afforded to make an ex- 
amination, such as would justify the House in vot- 
ing for the appropriation in this bill. They 
shou'd vote understandingly when they do 
voté; but the exigency which calls for immediate 
action on the bill, could not afford safficient time 
to bring them to a proper understanding of the sub- 
ject. It was not his intention to do injustice to the 
contractors; but was willing to give them the bene- 
fits of the contract, so far as it was understanding- 
ly entered into, and acted upon. He thought a 
committee of inquiry, to ascertain whether the 
prices were conformable to the resolution, and 
whether the contract was legal, was right, and pro- 
per. He was understood to say, that by a letter of 
the Secretary of State, it would appear that a saving 


|| of $200,000 might be effected on the pubiication, 


by an investigation of the matter, Notwithstand 
ing the namber of volumes was limited to twenty, 
which was estimated to cost about $500,000, yet 
there was no limitation to the number of pages in | 
the volume, and they might be increased to such an 
extent as conid make the work cost ¢1.000,000. 
He did not believe that the members of Congress ` 
who voted to authorize the contract believed that 
they were voting for the distribution of a million | 
of dollars, in bovks, among themselves, and their | 
successors. He then read a report of the Commit- 
the of Ways and Means, at a former Congress, : 
showing that thə prices paid were not in conformity 
to the aet of Congress. He then read the act on 
which the prices were based, and a brief history of 
the proceedings of Congress in relation thereto, in 
proot of his position. 

Mr. EVANS spoke in reply, referring to former 
discussions in the House on this subject, and con- 
tending that Congress was bound by the contract, 
and must fulfil it. He considered the objections 
advanced by Mr. ATHERTON as involving the in- ` 


tegrity of Congress and the capacity and know- |; 


ledge of the late Mr. Livingston, (with whom ' 
the contract was made,) and repelled with warmth 

the charge that Messrs. Clark and Force had been ' 
guilty of any fraud or impropriety whatever. He 
went into a recapitulation of the whole matter 
from the beginning: insisted that the contractors 
had fully complied with their engagement; stated 
that the work had been printed, and delivered, and 
received at the Departments; and remonstrated 
with earnestness against the proposed refu- 
sal to appropriate money to pay for it. He 
had no objection to a committee of inquiry, if 
gentlemen thought it expedient; but, in the | 
mean time, there was no reason why the sum 
now justly due should not be appropriated. He ° 
quoted the opinions of Mr. Livingston on the | 
work, and scouted the idea advanced by Mr. | 
ATHERTON that it was useless, and would never be 
read. He adverted to the vast expense incurred 
by other nations in illustrating their past history, 
and the honors and profits conferred on those who 
collected and preserved the monuments of that 
history for posterity. The preseat work was 
limited in its extent, was worth more by far than 
all its cost; and would be an invaluable csntriba- 


tion to the libraries of our public literary and po- |; 


litical institutions. 

Mr. E. said that it was at the instance of the Se- 
cretary of State that Messrs. Clarke and Force 
memorialized Congress. They sent in, accompa- 
nying this memorial, the correspondence between 
the Səcretary and themselves, directing the matter 
as minutely as it could be. They then stated to | 
Congress that the work was of such magnitude, so | 
large and expensive,.that it could never be under- | 
taken by private individuals. They gave Con- 
giess proper warning, and yet gentlemen came for- 
ward to make an impression. that these gentlemen 
had used some deception. 
ized Congress to appoint a board. of superintend- 
ence. The subject was before Congress two years; 


and the members were properly. informed before | 
the resolution authorizing the contract was.passed. 


Congress then saw fit to pass a law authorizing the ; 


Secretary of State to make a contract on the basis `: 


of the memorial. The contract was drawn up by 
that Secretary without consultation with the ` 
contractors, and submitted to them. They | 


They even memorial- | 


refused to sign it on the ground that the price per 
volume was not sufficient. The contraci was then 
placed in the hands of the Attorney General, He 
decided that the law was ambiguous, so far as it 
related to the price to be paid, which was to be 
based on the price paid,for the first volume of the 
Dip!omatic Correspondence. There being two works 
differing in the price, the Attorney General decided 
that the safest way was for the Secretary to take 
the work fer which the smallest price was paid per 
volume, as a basis. These gentlemen refused to 
enter into the contract, believing it should be based 
: on the highest price; and the Secretary, who felt 
great and praiseworthy interest in the matter that 
| the work should be published, actually solicited 
| them to enter into the contract as drawn up by him; 
and after some assurances, not on paper, they 
agreed to do so. 
Mr. E. said the contractors had actually de- 
livered two volumes of this work, and another was 
nearly finished, and would be delivered shortly. 
They were actually sufferng for the money now 
due them; and if it was to be withhe'd for the 
possible contingency of a modification of the con- 
tract, it would be doing them crying injustice; and 
he remonstrated against the cruelty, injustice, and 
oppression of attempting to coerce the industrious 
and enterprising contractors for this work, by keep- 
ing them out of their just dues,until they might, from 
embarrasswments, be induced to relinquish their con- 
tract. They had already expended $106,000 paid 
out, and mostly now due, and for which they 
were now daily called upon to meet, and 
the Government had as yet paid them but 
$25,000. These gentlemen have been in |every 
State of the Union, and in England, collecting 
materials for this work; and havehad a great num- 
ber of clerks transcribing important documents in 
all those places, and have actually collected an im- 
mense quantity for future volumes. The amount 
now proposed to be appropriated would not com- 
pensate them for the outlay they have made for 
this purpose alone. It would be ruinous to them 
to withhold the money. He thenadverted to the 
past practice of Government in paying persons to 
supervise and edit works, under the patronage 
of Congress; but that these gentlemen do not get a 
cent for their immense labor of this kind. The 
copy of other works referred to was furnish- 
ed to the printer in proper order to print; 
but these gentlemen are compelled to pre- 
pare the matter themselves, and thus to that exteat 
lessen the profits on the work. They actually re- 
ceive nothing fur the expenditure for the labor of 
clerks, and for their editorial labors. 
In reply to the arguments advanced for the dis- 
continuance of the work, to indemnify the contract- 
ors, he said it would cost almost as much to justly . 
compensate them, as it would do to go through with 
the contract. Mr. E, said so far as the validity of 
the contract was concerned, that the Secretary of 
State did make a detailed report, which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Finance; and that that 
committee made a report, and declared that it was 
a valid and binding contract, based on law, and 
that the publishers had performed their part of the 
contract. 
Mr. E. then adverted to the fairness with which 
the contractors had acted in their efforts and solici- 
tations to prevail on Congress to appoint a board 
to which they wished the whole matter to be sub- 
mitted for investigation—and their anxiety for 
Congress to authorize a proper person to supervise 
and select the matter for publication. Yet Con 
gress did not choose to do so. They have literally 
fulfilled their part of the contract which was made 
by the Secretary of State under the direction of the 
Attorney General; yet gentlemen complained that 
all was not right in the contract—that there was 
some deception. They actually warned you of 
. the magnitude of the work, and urged upon you to 
| superintend its publication, and you neglected to 
i doso. On .your part, then, there could be no just 
cause of complaint. 

Mr. E said he would agree to any proposition to 
: limit, or supervise, or examine the matter; but the 
| expense had been incurred for these three volumes, 
| and they had been delivered, and should be paid 

for, without reference to the future action of, Con- 
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Errata.—Sev-ral transpositions occur in No. 23, page 360, 
of the Congressional Glove. words, “Me. ALBERT Samira 


said he undersisod che gentleman from North Caroiiaa to infer 


that this Mc. Washing:ou was a,’’ in the second column, seventh 
line, shou'd have been placed in the first column, thirty-third 
line. after the word ‘discovered? s> as to Lead, “Mr. Washing- 
ton was a clerk inthe Laad Office.” &. Ta the first column, 
seventy-ninth line, in Mr. Ramszy’s remarks, alter the words, 
“There wera also charges iitimated against a high and 
worthy,” the words, “officer of the Treasury,” &&. Which wer? 
misplaced in the ninth line of the second column, should have 
been inserted down to tie wor is “Vice Presidency. 
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gress, or fature l'mitations. He then read Mr. 
Livingston’s opinion of the great advantages of ihe 
work to the presen! generation and to posterity. It 
would afford the means to prevent them from 
losing sight of the cause from which the Govern- 
ment originated, and the principles on which it is 
fourded. , 

Mr. E. considered this work of more importance 
than any work pubiished in the- English language. 
It would stand as a permanert memorial of the 
past. He maintained that the distribution of these 
books to members, to be carried into every Con- 
gtessional district in the country, was the*best 
mode to dispose of them. He regared the work of 
incalculable value, and prized it highly; and the 
more that was gathered of the memorials of the 
past the betier; aud hoped if materials of the pro- 
per kind would justify, that the work wculd he ex- 
tended to forty volumes. The price of the 
work (twenty volumcs) he maintained, would 
not cost more than $408,000 instead of 
a million as stated by the gentleman from New 
Hampshire. All who received the work should 
be proud of it. He rejoiced that he had lent his 
aid for its publication, and hoped that scme’ other 
work ‘vould je! be started to preserve more of the 
memorials of the past. If the appropria ion was 
not made in this bill, he cou!d see no other mode 
in which the subject could be reached. It was noth- 
ing more than common honesty that they should 
pay the contractors for the books delivered. He 
concluded by saying that the work was an honor 
to the country, to Congress, to the Secretary of 
Siate, and io the contrac‘ors themselves and he 
rejoiced in lending his efforts to its continuance and 
completion. 


Mr. SALTONSTALL followed on the same 
side, insis'ing on the sacred obl.ga'ion of an ac- 
knowledged contract, and the duty of the Govern- 
ment to comply with it, and dwelling on the pecu- 
liar advantage of this Republic over other nations 
in its being able thus to secure the original monu- 
ments of itshistory. He went into an enumeration 
of the subjects to be embraced in the work, insist- 
ing on its great value, and the impossibility of its 
publication unless under Governmental patronage. 

Mr. PETRIKIN expressed his willingness to in- 


‘vestigate the mater at another time, and on a pro- 


per cecasion, bot could not consent to have the ap- 
Propriation bill delayed by a debate on this amend- 
ment, and thereby stop the wheels of Government. 
He therefore moved the previous questien on the 
motion to concur. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved aca!l of the House. 

Mr. BARNARD moved to adjourn, on which 
motion Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas aud 
nays. - 

The motion toadjourn was then withdrawn. 

The question then recurring on the motion for a 
eall of the iouse, the yeas and Nays were ordered, 
and being taken, were—yeas 50, nays 50. The 
Cuan voted in the affirmative. So the call was 
ordered; and, after another ineffec'ual -motion to 
adjourn, was froceeded in until 132 members an 
swered to their names. ; l 
. Oa motion of Mr. L, BOYD, all further proceed- 
ings in the cali were susperded. 

Toe question thea recurring on Mr. Perrixin’s 
call for the previous question, it was then seconded, 
and the main question ordered to be put. 

And on the main question, “ Shall the amend, 
ment of tae Senate be concurred int? Mr, PROF- 
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FIT demanded the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 73, nays 48, as follows: 
YEAS—Mesers. H. J. Anderson, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, 
Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Grown, Albert 
G. Brown, Burke, Carr, Clifford, Coles, M. A. Co per, W R. 
Cooper, Crabb, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Jehn_ W. Davis, 
Deberry, Doan, Dromgoole, Ear}, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Griffin, Hammond, Hawkins, Hill of 
N. C., Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, Cave Johnson, 
Keim, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, McClellan, McKay, 
Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Samuel W. Morris, Par- 
menter, Parris, Petrikiq, Ramsey, Rhett, Edward Rogers, 
Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, Starkweather, Taylor. 
Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Van- 
derpoel, Vroom. David D. Wagener, Weller, Jued W. Wil- 
liams, Henry Williams, and Lewis Williams—75. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Barnard, Bond, 
Brizes, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, Carter, Curtis, 
Cushing, Dawson, Dennis, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Gid:'ings, 
Gogzin, Granger, ilabersham, Wiliam 8. Hastings, Henry, 
Hollman, Hunt, Wm. Cost Johnson: Lincoln, Marvin. Mitchell, 
Monroe, .Morgan, Ogle, Osborne, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, 
Ravner, Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Waddy Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Underword, Warren, Edward D. White, 
Joha White, Joseph L. Williams, and Wise—45, , 
So the amendment was concurred in. 
Mr. HUBBARD moved a call of the House. 
Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 
Mr. BARNARD moved to adjourn; but the 
House refused the motion. 
The question was then put on calling the House, 
and decided as fcllows—yeas 50, nays 50. 
There being a tie, 
The CHAIR voted in the affirmative; so a call 
was ordered. The House was then called. 109 


| gentlemen responded to their na nes; the absentees 


were calicd; 132 then answered; and the doors of 
the House being closed, the call proceeded. 

Mr. BOYD moved to susnend the call, and the 
motion prevailed. So the doors were opened, and 
the call suspended. 

The question recurring on Mr. Peraixtn’s call 
for the previous question, it was seconded, put, 
and carried; and the main question being on con- 
curring with the Senate in their proposed amend- 
ment of the appropriation bill, (striking out the ap- 
propriation for Clarke and Force's Documentary 
History of the United States,) it was decided by 
yeas and nays as follows: yeas 73, nays 48. 

So the House concurred in the Senate’s amend- 
ment, and this important and much desired bill 
now waits cnly for the President’s signature to be- 
come a Jaw. . 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON presented a request 
of the Convention on National Education, now 
met in this city, for the use of the hall on Satarday 
evening next; which was granted. 

The bill to prevent frauds in the collection of the 
revenue was made the special order for to-morrow. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, May 8, 1840. 


The CHAIR submitted a memorial from citi- 
zens of New York, praying for the releage from 
imprisonment of W. L. Mackenzie; which was or- 
dered to be transmitted to the President of the 
United State. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bil for the relief of Enoch 
Hidden; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. i 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to wh'ch was referred House bill for the relief of 
Ebenezer A. Lester, recommended its indefinite 
postponement; and the report was ordered to be 

rinted. 
p Mr. H. also from the same committee, to which 
was referred House bill for the relief of Ebenezer 
Lobdell, made a favorable report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. H. from the same committee, asked to be 
discharged from the farther considera‘ion of the 
petion of Ebenezer Lilley; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which wz:e referred 

The petition of James Vanosten and 

The petition of Lewis H, Harper; 
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made unfaverable reports thereon; which were or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred the report of the 
Secretary of Warin relation to a general system 
of national defence, reported it back to the Senate, 
with a recommendation that it be printed; which 
Was a@preed to. 

Mr. B. from the same commitiee, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
resolution insiructing them to inquire into the pro- 
priety of dispensiag with the annual appropriation 
for defraying the expenses of the Board of Visiters 
to West Point Military Academy; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of authorizing experiments to be made upon the 
application of steam vessels to harbor defence. 

The Senate then adjourned till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, May 8, 140.. 

Almost immediately atter the reading of the journal, the 

ouse, on'motion of Mr. ADAMS, went again into Committee 
of the Whole, (Mr. Bez in the chair,) on the bill “to ensure the 
more faithful execution.of the laws relajing to the collection of. 
duties on imports.?? 

And the question being on a motionof Mr, Raerr of South 
Carolina, to strike out the enacting clause of the bill— 

Mr. ADAMS resisted that motion, and contended that if thera 
were defects in the bill, they ought to be amended, but that 
the bill itself, being for an important and a legitimate object 
onght not ta be destroyed. He noticed, incidentally, some of 
Mr. Ruzrr’s general objections; reserving those which ap- 
plied to particular scetions of the bill, uatil those sections 
should be reached inthe regular course of the discussion, 

Mr. A. then proposed that before taking any question on the 
motion of Mr, Rugrr, which went to destroy the bill, it should 
be read by sections for amendment. + ` 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana inquired whether the bill had been 
reported with the unanimous consent of the Committe on Ma- 
nufactures. 

Mc. ADAMS replied that no objections has been made in 
committee; though, of course, the members of the committee 
misht, possibly, have different views as to some of its de- 
tails. 


Mr. DAVIS of Indiana wished to ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts whether the bill, in its resent ahape, had been 
reported by the unanimous consent of the commities, | 

Mr. ADAMS replied that the bill had, after being drawn up 
with the assistance of the United States District Attorney and 
Collector of New York, been reported without opposition from 
any member of the committee; he presumed, however, 
with the understanding that each member of the committee 
would ieat liberty to offer such amendments to the bill as he 
might deem proper. , d 

Mr. DAVIS said his object in asking the question was to 
ascertain if certain defecis existed in the bill which were al- 
leged to exist by the editor of the New York Express. Ficm 
the article in that paper, it would appear that the bill gave the 
Collectorof New York unlimited power, and rendered an iiime 
porter who should refuse.to answer any question, of whatever 
nature, liable to the payment of a fine, or the forfeiture of 
his goods. ot i 

With a view of illustrating his meaning, Mr, D. read the fol- 
lowing extract from the New York Express; à 

“IMPORTANT TO IMPORT. , 

“A bill has been reported to the House of Representatives at 
Washington, entileda “Bill to ensure ihe more faithful exe. 
cution of the laws relating to the collection of duties or im- 
posts. The title isdecidedly a misnomer. It should read, as 
an actto clothe the Collector of the portef New York with 
unlimited power over the merchants. A brief abstract of the 
provisions of the bill will show the justice of this opinion. 

“If the collector asks a voter where he was at the last.elec- 
tion, or how he intends to vote at the next election, or any 
oher question, and he declines answering, his goods are for- 
feited. i . A 

“But this section enacts further, that if the appraisement shall 
bə fifteen per cent. above the invoice, it shall be prima facie 
evidence (only !) of fraud. The reason of this absurdly ridicy. 
lous section is to be accounted for in Mr. Woodbary’s wish to 
blind the pvblic. 

“Section 10, Would seem to be borrowed from Mr. Wrighta 
tbill to keep the’ keeper? It makta it highly penal for any 
C. H. officer to be corrupt,” &c. !! 

Srcrion 14. That the SPOILS shall be 
to the collector, &c.” a 

His object in rising was to ask the gentleman fiom Massachu- 
setts whether these detects did really exist. $ j 

Mr. ADAMS said he had not seèn the number of the Ex- 
press which contained the article in question; but he had read 
several New Work papers in which were articles of a similar 
character. Allhe had to say was. that these Yorkshire thaders 
understood very well how to fiii the nhewspapeta with denuncia- 
tons against laws which were calculated to detect their frauds. 
That system was understood perfectly well by these defraud- 
ersof our revenue. Such-wag no more than was to be ae 
ed from such men, who scruple at no means ee ea isle 
their ende; and it was no. wonder that they paca pe hel 
papers with invective against the custom hore, ke: would ee 

But, in yeply tof the gentleman from Indiana, y 
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that the object of this bill was to diminish the profits of the 
collector, and, eo far from increasing the “spoils,” as was al- 
Togad, the operation of the bill would be to reduce the fees and 
emoluments of the colector, by preventing the frauds from 
whieh chase emoluments arose, 

Mr. ADAMS said that the New York papers abounded with 
similar articles, andalso with some on the uther side. h was 
easy to understand that those interested in the evils to be cur- 
recied prine bil could find ways and means of filling the pa- 
pers with articles intended to create a prejudice against it. 

Mr. SERGEANT next rose and recapitulaited the entire 
course of previous legislation with a view to enforce: the collec- 
tion of duties, and made an argument to show that the bill ought 
not de destroyed, but perfected, as some further provision to ef- 
fect its purpose was greatly needed. He admitted, however, 
that the beat of all provisions would be to appoint competent 
and faithful officers te execute the revenue laws. 

Mc. TILLINGHAST replied to the inquiry of Mr. Davis, 
stating that the members oi the Committee on Manufactures 
had all concurred in the principies of the bill, though th® did 
not all perfectly agree as to suine of its details. He added a 
few words in reply to Mr. Raett’ objections to the bill. 

Mr. RHETT responded, and Mr. TILLINGHAST rejoined 
and further explained. 

Mr. RHETT then went into some general remarks in favor 
of free trade and a low tariff. He argued that a system of direct 
taxation would be the moat just mode of taxing the people; it 
would afford them the means of knowing. how much money 
they paid to the support of the Government, and would prevent 
profligacy and extravagance in the expenditures of Govern- 

ment. He contended that that mode would be the only sure 
preventive against frauds; and on the other hand, that the higher 
the tariff, the greater was the inducement to commit frauds; in 
fact, that the indirect mode of taxation by tariff was productive 
of many evils, and had a peculiar tendency to engender immo- 
rality. He concluded by withdrawing his motion to strike out 

the enacting clause of the bill, and in lieu thereof moved that 
the committee rise and report the bill to the House, with the un- 
deratanding that it should then be recommitted tothe Committee 
on Manufactures, to be by them remodelled. 

Mr. SERGEANT, although not approving every feature in 
the bill, op) ths motion, thinking it better now to discuss 
any amendments which should be proposed. 

Mr. ADAMS also opposed the motion to rise. Ifthe com- 
mittee were to remodel the bill, let them first hear all the ob- 
jections to it. As to those advanced by the gentleman from 
South Carolina, ifthere were none more formidahle, he should 
not think of making any alteretion in the bill. 

Mr. RHETT then put his motion in this form: That the com- 
mittee rise witha view toa motion that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union be discharged froin the further 
consideration ofthe bill, and that it be recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. 

Mr. ADAMS expressed an earnest hope that the motion 
would not be agreed to. 

The question was then taken on the motion to rise, andthe 
vote stood—ayes 21, noez 62. 

So the committee refused to rise, but no quorum voted. 

And the committee then rose, and the chairman reported to 
the House that the committee found itself without a quorum. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a call of the House, which motion hav- 


ing prevatied, i 
e CLERK called the roll and ninety members answered 
to their names. 

And the names of the absentees having been called over, 
107 members appeared to be present. The doors of the hall 
were then closed. Several excuses were received. After 
which a quorum being presen’, all further proceedings on the 
call were, on motion of Mr. ADAMS, suspended. 

And the House again went into committee, and proceeded, 
section by section, to the consideration of the bill. 

A number of amendments, none of them eliciting any discus- 
sion beyond mere explanations, except as hereinafter mentioned, 
were proposed and agreed to; but as it isimpossible for them to 
be understood without inserting the provisions of the bill itself, 
they are reserved fo a future occasion. 

A motion was made by Mr. RHETT to strike out the 7th sec- 
tion; which motion was negatived. 

Mr. CURTIS moved to strike from the 9th section the words 
which provide for the exemption of the United States from any 
stipulation as to costs. £ 

This amendment gave rise to same debate, and the question 
was not taken when, on motion of Mr. HABERSHAM, the com- 
mittee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to make the bill the special order for to- 
morrow; on which motion no quorum voted. 

Whereupon, the House adjourned. 

[The debate on the above bill was of an interesting character, 
and of such A naure that nothing less than a full report would 

o justice to the gentlemen who participated init. A full report 
‘will be given hereafter. ] 5 po 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satorpay, May 9, 1840. 

On leave given, Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky presented a 

memorial, which was appropriately referred. 
EXECUTION OF THE REVENUE LAWS. 

Mr. ADAMS asked that the House would, by general consent, 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union for the purpose of resuming the consideration of the bill 
“ to easure the more faithful execution of the laws relating to 
the collection of duties on imports.” 

. Mc. HABERSHAM said that when he moved that the com- 
mittee rise last evening, he had stated that he did so because 
he considered that the bill involved principles which required 
the serious consideration and reflection of the committee and of 
the House. 

i The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that debate was not 


n order. 

Mr. HABERSITAM said he was not going into a debate. 

The SPEAKER inquired whether the gentleman objected to 
the e propaslion of Mr. ApamMs? 

r. H. said he did. 

Mr. ADAMS thereupon moved a suspension of the rule; on 
which motion the yeas having been announced as 69— 

Mr: HABERSHAM said thai, as it appeared w be the sense 
of the House that the bill should be taken up, he would with- 
draw hia objection. ; 

The House then resolved itself into Committee ofthe Whole, 
[Mr. Bupy in the chair,) and reeumed the consideration of the 
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bill to ensure the more faithful execution of the laws relating 1° 
the collection of duties on imports. 

The question pending when the committee roge on yeaterday, 
was on the monon of Mr. Curtis to sirike from the 8h section 
of the biil the words in said section in ttalics, 

Sec 8 And be it further enacted, That in all cases when 
a commission shall be sued out on the part of any claimant to 
goods seized by any officer of the revenue, to take the testimony 
of witnesses living in a foreign country, it shall be lawful for the 
District Attorney of the United States, when such proceedings 
are had in behalf af the United States, to nominate one commis- 
sioner to execute said commission, without being compelled to 
give or enter into any stipulation in reference to the costs 
thereof, any rule or order of any court to the contrary not- 
withsianding. 

{The etfect of thie amendment would be to make the United 
States liable for costs of the commiasion to take testimony 
that might be sued out on the part of any claimant to goods 
seized. 

The question was taken on the motion to strike out, and it 
was rejected. 

Mr. EVERETT moved to amend the 8th section, by adding 
the wordsin italics in the clause below, viz: 

“And if, in the execution of such commission, it shall appear 
that any witnesses, called to testify before such commissioners 
on the part of said claimant or claimants, on his examination 
under such commission, shall have refused without just cause 
to produce any books, accounts, or paper writings, called for 
on the partof the United States, the testimony of such witness 
or witnesses shall not be read on the trial ofthe cause of such 
seizure.’ 

Mr. PETRIKIN wished to know who was to be the judge of 
what was a just cause. 

Mr. EVERETT explained; after which the question being 
takeman the amendment, it was agreed to. 

Mr. EVERETT moved further to amend the 8thsectiun by 
inserting the words, “papers which shall be called for on the 
part of the United States.” 

Messrs. ADAMS, TILLINGHAST, CLIFFORD, and FILL- 
MORE were of opinion that the former amendment just agreed 
to, superseded the necessity of the latter. 

The question then being taken, the amendment was rejected. 

And the 9th section of the bill having been then read in tho 
words following, to wit: 


“ec.9. And be it further enacted, That whenever a suit ‘ 


shall he tried in any court in the United States in which is 
involved any question of duties on importations of goods, wares, 
or merchandise, no person having an interest in such question 
shall be competent as a witness on such trial, unless called to 
testify by the adverse party.” 

Which said section the Committee on Manufactureshad here- | 
tofore moved te amend by striking out all after the word “en- 
acted,” and inserting the following: 

“That whenever a suit against any collector or other officer 
of the customs for the seizure of goods, wares, or merchandise 
unlawfully imported into the United States, or forfeited for the 
unlawful entry ofthe same, shall be tried by any court of the 
United States, in which suit is involved any question of duties 
on timportations of goods, wares, or merchandise, no pereon 
having the same interest with that of the party to the suit in 
the question at issue shall be competent asa witnesson such, 
trial, unles called to testify by the adverse party.” 

Mr. ADAMS explained that the object of the amendment was 
to prohibit, in future, the practice of one importer or under- 
writer being permitted to testify on the trial of another. Mr. 
A. said it was usual for perhaps ten or twelve importers to be 
sued at once, and yet such was the present practice, that each 
one was allowed to testify in the case of the other. He cited 
various legal auth tities that this course was in direct violation 
of the common law. 

Mr. A. said that this section had. been altered from that pro- 
posed in the draft by the Collector of the Customs of New 
York and the District Attorney there. It limited the variation 
from the law ofevidence as practised by the courts, very much 
beyond the proposition contained in the official bill. This was 
one of the features of the bill to which the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Ruert) had taken exception the other day; and 
it was also one to which he (Mr. A.) had anticipated there might 
he much objection. inasmuch as it had some tendency to limit 
the competency of witnesses on the part of the parties charged. 
He would ask, in the t place, that the explanations of the 
collector in relation w this section might be read. 

Mr. HOFFMAN had no doubt that the Government was de- | 
frauded out of millions of 1evenue by foreign importers. He ; 
argued that however'anxious he was that the Government 
should be protected against frauds committed by this outward 
enemy, he «id not consider that that enemy was so powerful : 
that they should do away with the principles of the common ; 
Jaw to detect and overthrow it. He knew that it was to the inte- | 
rest of the honest importer that a billin some shape should be ; 
passed; but he contended that, by the section under considera- | 
tion in its present shape, the honest man would be sacrificed to 
detect the dishonest. It treated all as if they were dishonest, 
which he considered was wrong in principle. The powers 
given in this sec:ion to the collector subverted in fact the trial 
by jury. He wished that collector to be armed with ample 
power to punish dishonest importers, but was opposed to sub- 
verting the principles of the commen law, and do injustice 
thereby to the innocent for the purpose of detecting and pu- 
vishing the guilty. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said it might be thought by some, because 
he did not come from a district in which there was a seaport; 
that he should take no part in the discussion on the bill, but he 
thought it the duty of Representatives from all parts of the 
country to make an effort to protect the revenues. This section of 
allothers was the more necessary, and with which he was satis- 
fied. He thought that it was high time that Congress should 
legislate on thisaubject, to prevent and put a stop to innovation 
by the judges and the courts on the rightsof the Government | 
and the citizen, by giving wrong construction to the laws. Spe- | 
culation has become now so universal as even to corruptthe | 
courts and the judges. Lawyers seemed to be startled at this 
snazeation. They need not be, for judges are, like other men, | 
liable to be operated upon i same causes which influence 
the actions of other men. The judges of the United States © 


by their decisions to such an extent that it is impossible to 
tell what the lawis. You may say to-day what it is, but it is 
impossible to say what it will be to-morrow, or a month hence. 
The common law is one thing to-day, but to-morrow it will be 


Court are irresponsible. They have changed the law 
another. If he ynderstood common law, it was just | 


and universal in its operation—the eame in one section 
of the country as in the other. But was it so? 
No. The courts give one decision in New York, and the courts 
in Philadelphia give another and entirely different one, under 
the same law. lt wasthen high time to decide what was to be 
the law of evidence. It was high time that the tax payers—men 
not living in the cities— men in every part of the country— 
should come forward, and pass such acts as would effectually 
guard the revenues of the country, and protect the honest mer- 
chant and the manufacturer against the gross injustice done 
them, through fraud on the revenue, by these foreign importers, 
We are told that the bill would do injustice to innocent men. Ne 
denied it. There was no man who was not, in a greater or lese 
degree, influenced by his own interests, Merchants and judges 
are no better than other men. They are all liable to be swerved 
from the strict rules of morality, when their interests at stake 
are large, and when the inducements to frauds are great. He 
hoped the lawyers here from New York and elsewhere would 
not be so touchy. He looked upon the bill as carrying out the 
good maxim of equal and exact justice toall. He hoped the 
section of the bill would be passed—it was of all others the 
most important, ana without it the bill would be of no effect; 
fraud could be committed with impunity. 

Mr. RHETT was opposed to the amen’ment. He eaid that 
on the same principle a son might be prohibited from giving 
evidence in favor of his father, and vice versa; hence both were 
interested by the ties of nature. He contended that the amend. 
ment, if adopted, would be a violation of the Constitution, and 
the first principles of common law, and that ifthe principle was 
sacrificed in one instance, it might be done in all others. Per- 
haps gentlemen would like the collector to have arbitrary 
power, and dispense with the trial by jury altogether. But so 
long as there was trial by jury, the Government must bow to 
the majesty of the people. The moie the Government could 
be checked, the better it would be for the people. He would 
never lend his aid to arm the Government against the people. 

‘Mr. BRIGGS did not see how the question of trial by jury 
was involved in this matter. He did not see that it was pro- 
posed tointerfere in this great constittitional right. He could 
not perceive that this section of the bill contemplated interfe- 
rence withany great constitutional principle. It was merely a 
question of evidence or law in relation to the admission of evi- 
dence of certain individuals. By the common law proper, a 
man who was interested in a cause could not be admitted as 
evidence. But one innovation had followed another, so that 
the strict rule had, ina measure, been departed from. But he 
must confess that, with all his deference to the universality of 
the practice, he was at a loss to see its wisdom. He could not 
say much for the verdict in favor of a man whose suit should 
be determined on the testimony of another man, interested in 
the individual question. 

In this case, the evidence was not so much in relation to mat- 
ters of fact as to matters of opinion, which, he conceived, render 
it very doubtful as to whether the testimony of interested per- 
gons should be received. The object of this bill was te pre- 
vent frauds on the revenue, and he saw nothing in it calculated 
to do the least injustice to upright men. Its object was to punish 
those of an opposite character, and, for his part, he cared not 
how much they might suffer. In questions of property, he did 
notsee the propriety of allowing individuals to testify who 
were themselves interested. And although this innovation of 
law had been tolerated, he should vote for the section with the 


roviso. 

P Mr. TILLINGHAST thought if any legislation was had on 
the snbject, so as to alter the laws of evidence, then such altera- 
tion should be general, and made to apply not only to cases be- 
tween certain individuals and the Government, but also to cases 
where it:dividuals themselves were concerned. 

Mr. BARNARD objected to the amendment. He considered 
it objectionable to the section itself, He cited many cases 
from English law books to show that the common law of the 
country did not disqualify a man io give evidence in cases 
where he was interested in the question involved. He would 
never consent to entertain a proposition, which sought to es- 
tablish one rule in cases in which the Government was con- 
cerned, and which did not apply to all other cases, He wished 
the door thrown open wide in relation to the admission of evi- 
dence, and if there was any thing which distinguished the pre- 
sent day in the advances made in the system of jurisprudence, 
it was the fact that every sound lawyer was desirous that the 
laws of evidence should be relaxed. 

Mr. LINCOLN was opposed to the proviso. He saw no 
reason why a particular rule of evidence should be adopted in 
cases where the Government was concerned, and which would 
not apply to individuals. Was property, he would ask, more 
valuable than life? Then on what what ground could they 
seek to establish a law of evidence in relation to the revenue, 
which could not be admitted when the rightand life a citizen 
were concemed. 

He was of the same opinion as the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. BARNARD,] that the common law of England did 
not exclude the testimony of a witness, merely because he might 
have an interest in the question involved. He had always 
understood the common law of England was a law of liberiy, 
which guarded the property, life, and liberty of the subject, anı 
he would be very sorry for the introduction of any partial legis- 
lation which should contravene the usage of former years. 

He was extremely desirous that the revenue laws should be 
strictly enforced, not only for the prevention of fraud, but for 
the protection of the great manufacturing interest of the coun- 
try, of which he was partly an humble representative. But 
however great might bethe advantage to the country by an m° 
crease of the revenue, he could not consent to sacrifice or VIO- 
late any great principle of civil liberty, in accomplishing it He 
feared the proposed amendment would, if adopted, leave the 
honest man, in many cases, without the means of protection. 
There was so much apparent danger in it, that it would require 
sironger arguments thathad been hitherto urged, to reconcile 

im to it. 


Mr. SERGEANT spoke at some length in opposition to this 
section of the bill. He had not so much objection to the modifi- 
cation proposed by the gentleman from Massachusettes, as he 
had te the section as originally reported. He argued that the 
section was disrespectful to the trial by jury. It would be, in 
effect, saying that ajury could not be trusted. He examin 
inte the powers ofthe collector under existing laws, and was 
understood to contend that in this particular question at issue, 
he hadample power. The effect ofthe section would be that if 
the collector had made several improper seizures, the parties 
affected hy the seizure would be excluded from testifying in 
either of the cases, He contended that the common law did net 


exclude a man frem giving testimony in a question in which 
he pestered. rtd reply to the remarks of Mr. PETRIKIN, a 
to the irregularity of the decisions under the common law, he 
Conteaded that no judge ever altered the common law, or had 
the power to doit. There was no judge with hac‘ihcod enough 
todo it. Ho also argued that there was 0 tribunal in this coun- 
try where a man ia excluded from giving testimony in a ques- 
tion in whch he was interested. It was a settled principle in the 
common law of this land, that he may give testimony. There 
Was a well established and universal rule of evidence; and there 
was no reason that there should be an exception in this case, by 
ure from that rule. . 
* Me VANDERPOBL looked upon this section as the most 
vital portion of the bill, It had been agreed by ail that there 
were very t evils existing, and that it was necessary Con. 
should interpose some remedy. He believed this portion 
of the bill was necessary to secure an efficient remedy for the 
evi's, Under that impression, he would vote for the section and 
the previso added by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Itstruck him that all these learned disquisitions on the com- 
parative merits of the common and civil law, were entirely un- 
called for. Alithat was necessary to determine was, first, what 
ia the law of the land as at present administered; and, second, is 
Ìt expedient that we shall change that law? ` 

It had been agreed on a!) hands that the law, as at present 
administered, is, that when a witness is interested in the event 
of a suit, that alone disqualified him; and that an interest in the 
question only did not disqualify him. 

The section now under consideration roposes that an inte- 
Test in the question shail be considered a disqualitication, as 
well as an interest in the eventof the suit. 

He had listened with very great attention to what the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Lrncoin] and the two gentle- 
men from New York (Messrs. BARNARD and FILLMORE} had 
said, but he had heard nothing tosatisfy him that, by adopt- 
ing this section, we should do any violence to any great princi- 
ple of liberty. It was his firm conviction that, by the adoption 
of this section, we should doa great deal more good than mis. 
chief. Under that belief he would vote for the section and 
amendment. 

These frauds, as was observed by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Apasts,] have grown up intoasystem of atu- 
pendous magnitude; and the question nuw is whether we shall 
admit testimony particeps criminia. 

Why, suppose thirty or forty suits were brought against the 
collector; what miechief might not arise by preconcerted action 
with these villains who combine together for defi rauding the re- 
venue! 

But, says the gentleman from New York, the collector may 
thus prosecute an innocent man, who is prohibited under the 
section from availing himself of the testimony of individuals 
engaged in the business. This could scarcely ever occur, where 
an innocent man could be endangered. Ic was next to impos- 
sible for injury to result to an innocent man. There were in 
the cityof New York five hundred or a thousand respectable 
merchants who could have no interest in the question, whose 
peuracay might be taken. Or if it were necessary, a commis. 
sion might be established and the necessary facts procured by 
sending to England, the place from whence the goods came. 

It was hardiy to be presumed that an honest man could suf. 
‘fer under the provisions of this bill, as there were so many 
means of proving his innocence. It would be just as hard for 
an innocent man to suffer, as it would be for a jalse witness to 
persist in a lie before a court. 

He hai heard a great deal said about the danger of change. 
His experience in legislation had long since convinced him 
that the profession of which he was an humble member, were 
so much attached to ancien: usages that they were strongly 
averse tochange. Their partiality to the rules of their ances- 
tors was So great as to render them insensible, to a great de- 
gree, to the necessity of any departure from them. 

, The principle of common law required that for a witness to be 
disqualified, he must have an interest in the event of the suit. 

But the great mischief arising from this was, that, with this 
restriction only, a strong inducement-to erjury was held out, 
and a strong temptation existed for these oreign villains to coa- 
lesce in defrauding the revenue. God forbid that his attachment 
to the common law should be such as to prevent him from vot- 
ae oe a change in particular cases, when it was so much 
n : 


This great system of defi rauding the revenue has increased to 

a fearful extent, and is leading from fraud to perjury; and yet 
entlemen get up and tel! usabout the dangers of any change. 
ut l would remind those gentlemen that it may be necessary 

to make changes in favor of Government, when it may not be 

necessary to make a change in relation to individuals. 

The Government has great and formidable interests, of a mag- 
nitude far exceeding any case where individuals may be con- 
cerned; and these interests are more liab'e to be endangered un: 
der the application of particular principles than those of indi- 
viduals. Yet we fold our arms and say there shall be no 
change. Why gen'lemen talked about not violating the rule, 
and yet 1t had been violated already. In suits in which Go- 
vernment was concerned, did it ever pay any costs? Was 
there net in that case a departure from the rule already? Yet 
gentlemen say it is dangerous to apply different rules to the Go- 
vernment and individuals. Why, in this case, did not the rule 
apply to the one as well as to the other? 

T. V. then went on to show that fora very long period, the 
question ag to what constituted an interest, g0 as to disqualify a 
Witness, had been unsettled by the court. 

But gentlemen in their speeches upon the commen law, 
seemed to have lost sight of one of its greatest excellences. 
They appeared to have forgotten its malleability—ita capacity 
for varying and changing, s0 ag to accommodate itself to the va- 
Yous Interests and circumsiances of society. 

Here a new interest had arisen by this system of fraud, by 
this combination of villains to defraud our revenue; and yet 
gentlemen say we have no right to vary the rules of our com- 
-mon law so as to meet the emergency. 

Tt was competent fora legislative body to create new crimes, 
(that was technically,) and it was also competent to say what 
testimony should be taken to prove those offences. Here was 
.& long hill roviding penalties for new ‘offences, and was it not 
competent for Congress to state in what manner these offences 
shall be proved? 

The arguments of gentlemen ainst a change in the common 
law, Were, some of them, very p ausible, and, at first view, ap- 
peared very sound; but when they came to be examined by the 
‘standard of common sense, it was evident that much more mis- 
Fhior would resuit from a refusal to adopt this section, than by 
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the retentiion of the law as 
Let gentlemen weigh it in 


he wonld say with no disrespect to the juror, 
ial he were to have his choice, he wou'd much 
rather take his chance with the individual than with Govern 
t, For the least knowledge of human nature weuld show, 
that in cases of trial between the Government and an individual, 
the sympathy of a juror was excited most pewerfully in favor 
ofthe weakest party. And a combination of those rogues who 
this sympathy, would be in 
defeat justice. Ak the juror on the 
ore hand observed the United States, like a fat goose, and afew 
isolated individualson the other, it could be very easily guessed 
on which side he would lean. 

Mr. V. concluded by stating, that after examining the bill, he 
had come to the conclusion that th» section in question was the 
Most vital portion of it, and without which, u would be per- 
fectly nugatory. 

Mr. MONROE had no doubt that honest merchants were 
injured by frauds onthe revenue, because those who committed 
the frauds were able to undersell the honest importer at every 
peint. Mr. M. wonld go any length tohave alaw passed to en- 
force the collection of the reyenue, but could not take the bill as 
it now was. He would not consent to this section in any shape, 
because he believed it :nfringed the tights of citizens; and was 
of opinion that a bili could be framed to answer the purpose de- 
signed. Mr. M. expressed the hope that the bill would be sent 
back to the Committee’ on Manufactures, so that it might ma- 
ture a bill that would be acceptable to the House. He would 
rather that all the revenues of the Government should be lost 
than that this section of the bill should be passed. 

The question was further debated by Messrs. MONROE, 
UNDERWOOD, CURTIS, ADAMS, HOFFMAN, and 

SRAIG, 

When, the question being on striking out the section under 
debate in the original bill, except the first line, and inserting 
the amendment, it was carried withouta count, 

Mr. RHETT then moved to strike out the entire section as 
amended. 

And the question being put, the ayes were 49, the noes 69. 

No quorum having voted, a motion was made that the com- 
mittee rise—on which the ayes were 21, the noes 85, 

There still being no quorum, 

The committee rose and reported that fact to the House, 
which thereupon, at 6 o'clock, adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, May 11, 1840. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of Thomas Watkins, 
praying compensation for losses incurred during the late war; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. A. also presented a memorial from citizens of Ohio, 
praying that the salaries of clerks in the employment of the 
Government may be reduced; which was referred to tie Com. 
mittee on Finance. K 

Mr. A. also presented the memorial of citizens of George- 
town, D. C. praying that Congress may take measures to com- 
pel the banks of the District to fulfil their obligations by a re- 
sumption of specie payments; which was read, referred to the 
eee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 

rinted. : 

s Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of the Chamber of 
Commerce of the city of New York, remontrating against the 
repeal of the law for the licensing of pilots; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Commere, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of citizens of 
Harrisburg, Pa. praying for the iniposition ofa duty on foreign 
silk, which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

WILLIAM LYON MACKENZIE. 

The resolution submitted some days since by Mr. NORVELL, 
requesting the President of the United States to pardon William 
Lyon Mackenzie. coming up for consideration, 

Mr. NORVELL said it gave him much pleasure to state 
that the President had already exercised the pardoning power 
in relation to Mr. Mackenzie, and this would supersede the ne- 
cessity of further action on the resolution, He therefore moved 
to lay it the table, which was agreed to. . 

The joint resolution authorizing the printing of the laws re- 
lative to naturalization, was read a third time, aud passed. 

RDERS OF TIE DAY. 

The bill to authorize the Legislature of the State of Arkansas 
to sell the lands heretofore appropriated for the use of schools 
in that State; ~~, 

The biil to authorize the payment of equitable commissions 
to the agents or attorneys of persons in whose favor awards 
have been made under three several treaties bet ween the United 
States and certain foreign powers, which awards have been re- 
tained in the Treasury in payment of debts due to the United 
States; ; f i 

The bill for the relief of certain settlers on the public lands, 
who were deprived of the benefits of the act granting pre-emp- 
tion right, which was approved on the 19.h June, 1834; 

The bill for the relief ot the Plumb Island Bridge and Turn- 
pike Company; ee 

The bill for the relief ef Samuel Collins; and i 

The bill to grant to the States and incorporated companies en 
gaged in the construction of roads and canais, the right of way 
through the public lands of the United States; 
were severally considered as in commitiee of the whole, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. A 

The bill for the relief of Hannah Leighton was taken up, and 
after a very interesting discussion, in which Messrs, PIERCE, 
KING. WEBSTER. CRITTENDEN, WRIGHT, CALHOUN, 
BENTON. DIXON, BUCHANAN, HUBBARD. ALLEN, and 
PRESTON, took part, was ordered to be engrossed—yeas 3l, 
noes 9, N 

The CHAIR submitted `a message from the President of the 
United States, transmitting a report from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in compliance with a resolution of the 29th Decem- 
ber, in relation to the aale er exchange of Treasury drafis for 
bank paper, by disbursing officess of the Government. 

Mr. BENTON believed that that message was in answer toa 
call of the Senate, adopted on his motion in December last... He 
would thank the Secretary to send him the papers. In Decem- 
ber last he read in his place here a letter from a gentleman of 


this District, who was a disbursing agent of the Govergment, 
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and who had been sent tothe Southwest to make large Indian 
payments. 

Mr. WEBSTER begged pardon for interrupting the gentle- 
man; but ifthe message and documents were to be the subject 
of remarka, it would be better to havs them read : 

Mr. BENTON. Very good, sir: I mean to nake them the 
subject of remarks, beyond all question. With the leave of the 
Senate, I will certainly doso, 

The papers were then read, 

Mr. BENTON continued. The circumstances, he said, un- 
der which the cail was made that led to these answers in part, 
wasa statement given ta him in writing by a citizen of this Dis» 
trict, then largely employed asa disbursing agent of the Go- 
verament. He would read over this statement again, premising 
that part of what this gentleman stated had been neagly wil- 

(3 


nessed by himself last summer in the southwest, 

Mr. B. here read the statement, as follows: 

“Memorandum of matters relating to the circulation of the Uni- 

+ ted States Bank notes, which came under my own cbserva- 

tion while acting as disbursing agent of the Government ia 
the Cherokee country. 

_ “Sometime in the spring of the year 1838, two gentlemen ar- 
rived at the Cherukce Agency, meo! whose names I think was 
Roberts, the other not remembered,) to whom I was intro- 
duced. They were said to be agents of the U.S. Bank, whose busi- 
nese appeared to be to exchange the notes of that bank for Trea- 
sury drafts, or drafts from the pay masters and disbursing agenta é 
on the Guverament. They did make exchanges to a considerable / 
extent, but to what amount I cannot say. They had, I under. Žž 
stood, in their possession a large amount of the nates of. th 
bank, and that they, after leaving the agency, went to Liu 
Rock, Arkansas, on business of a similar character. One of 
contractors (nowin Washington) for furnishing subsistencega 
the emigrant Indians West yesterday told me that an agent of 
the United States Bank had been at Little Rock, and that he, to- 
gether with his partners, negotiated a loan with him for 
$190,000; payable in six months, which, he added, would soon 

e due.” 

“In the summer of the same year, I was called u pon by Maj. 

Chas. J. Nourse, of this city, to know if I had any Treasury 
drafis that I wished cashed, stating that he had old notes of tha 
Bank of the United States that he would give me in exchange. 
I replied that I had some draftson New York and other laces, 
which,ifhe would give me notes of the U. States Bank o Penn. 
sylvania, I would enter into the arrangement, but that other- 
wise ] would not, as I conceived the issue of these notes wrong, 
and contrary to law, and would not make myself an accessory 
to the wrong, b circulating them. He obseryed that the other 
agents had made no objection te receiving them, and strongly 
urged my taking them likewise. Finding I was not to be per- 
suaded, we finally made an exchange, he giving me the notes of 
the Pennsylvania Bank. The old notes were generally of smajl 
denomination—tens, twenties; the new notes were mostly of 
like sums, with some fifties and hundreds. The twenties and 
hundreds, of the new issue, appeared to have been struck off 
for post notes, made payable tò order, with the word “order” 
erased, and “John Ross or bearer” inserted, To all appear- 
ances Mr. Nourse had a very large amount with him—I think 
he said, ofboth kinds, something like a half million of dollars. 
‘He also gaid he ale he should go to Arkansas to endeavor 
to make exchanges there. 

WASHINGTON, August 20, 1839.” 

Mr. BENTON observed that the first effort here developed 
was to push off on the writer the old dead notes of the Bank of 
the United States; and, that failing, they then push on him the 
notes of the new Bank of the United Statea of Pennsylvania, 
which was soon after to close its doors. The contractor who 
was referred to, and who was then in Washin ton, stated that 
the agent of this Bank had been to Little Roc » in Arkansas, 
and that he and his partners had negotiated a loan with him of 
159,000 dollars of these notes, which would soon be due. “Tha 
old notes were generally of smal] denominations,—teng and twen- 
ties—-and the new notes were mostly of like sums, with some 
fiflies and hundreds.” “The twenties and hundreds of the new 
issue appeared to have heen struck off for post notes, made pay- 
able to order, with the word order erased, and John Ross, or 
bearer, inserted.” The Senator from Arkansas, as well as him- 
self, was familiar with these notes; all had heard ofthe Ross 
notes. ‘‘Mr. Nourse had a very large amount with him. I 
think he said, of both kinda, something like halfa million of dol- 
lars.” 

It was upon this statement, given to me by a citizen of George- 
town, one of the most respectable persons in that place—and 
obliged to be respectable, otherwise he would not have been 
trasted by the War Department with the large disbursements 
he was employed to make for the Governmeni—that his resolu- 
tion, whch had just been read to the Senate, was founded. He 
had, however, a good deal of knowledge of his own on the sub- 
ject. He had himself been in the Southwest, and he there found 
that the old dead notes of the Bank of the United States were in 
extensive circulation, anl had been put off on the agents 
of the Government in the manner stated by this gentle- 
man. He was present in one’ of our land offices where 
a citizen came in and offered eome of these notes, which 
were refused by the Receiver. The citizen then expressed 
great indignation against the Government for putting outnotea 
which it would not take in payment. The contractor’s agent, 
he said,had paid them to him, and they consequently came from 
the Government. Besides this, it came to his knowledge, 
Mr. B. said, that.in this city of Washington. there was a Trea- 
aury draft on the Bank of Missouri, for $90,000, that was sold by 
one of the disbnrsing agents of the Government to the agent 
of the Bank of the United States, and the notes of that institu- 
tion taken in pay. The person who gold it went off to pay our 
troops en the Southwestern frontier, and before he had been 
twenty-four hours out of the city, the news came that the Bank 
had closse«] ite doors,and the notes therefore were but as zo much 
chaffin the hands of the agent, and to be paid ant as Govern- 
ment cuirency. There was much evidence in his possession. 
(Mr. B. said) to prove the fact that the Bank of the United 
States was in the habitof sending out its agents all over the 
country, pursuing the disbursing agents of the Guvormment 

‘or the purpose of getting their spece drafts, and utowo Fae 
them their illegal or decreciated notes, and that of bo'h siy 
the old dead notes which it was made penal by law to apts be e 
as well as the notes E rhe om Ey ke Man ewes 
stop payment. In. the Southwest parti : i 
carried on, and there was good evidence that it was continued 
at this time, 


"Those copirgctere were Glasgow and Haris of MiaonÑi, 
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` Itappeared from the statements just read by the Secretary that 
agrect many of the officers of Government, much to their credit, 
refused to have auy thing to do with these notes. The Post 


Office Deparene.t had classified the returns of its officers, aad 
arranged then iu a table i: er three distinct heads in separate | 
Olumo ade fost Class cousisted uf thuse who had refused to 


etheredcheavedruisy and to i ceive these notes at all, The 
avond, of ihose wao had, iu same instances, received them; 


and the third class (a pretty good list of names too) consisted of | 


those who refused to answer at all. They tovk the stand of the old 
Bank of the United States in this mauer: they would not answer. 
Here he was pleased to say that the greatest part of the Govern. 
Ment agents answered in the negative; but there were others 
whose answers Were not so satisiaciory; and here, (said Mr. B.) 
alluding to the answer of Mr. G.lliss of the Fourth Auditor's of- 
fice, isan instance where the draft of the Government was 
evld for these notes three months atter «the Bank had 
stopped payment, and paid out as the currency of the Govern- 
ment. The information which he had received, also showed 
that a person by the name of Roberts was now in the Southwest 
with immease packages of the Bank of the Uniied States notes; 
aad he had also learned that this person had obtained a list of the 
Treasury dratis issued here to disbursing agents in the South- 
west, and was pursuing the officers of the Government ail over 
the West to purchase these drafts out of ther hands. This 
waa the amount of his information, and it was not to be dis- 
puted. There was pretty guod proof of it here. The Bank of 
ihe United States had gone upon this system of making the Gv- 
vernment the circulator of her no'es—even the old dead ones— 
and of making them the currency of the Federal Governmentjand 
futher, to put out both the notes of the old Bask, which it is an 
offence, under the act of Congress, to circulate, as sell as the 
notes of the wew Bank, both before and after it had stopped pay- 
. ment. There was one strong case presented in the statement he 
had read, and that was that there was a hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars of these notes sent as far as Arkansas, there to 
be loaned to a single company of contractors to purchase cattle 
in the West. It was bad enough, in all conscieace, for a pank 
to lend her notes at her counter, When she was going tu stop pay- 
ment but to send then out to a disiance, for the same purpose, 
was carrying the matter a litte further than he had imagined 
these institutions would venture to (to. 

While these things were going on at a distance, the same 
thing was cone a lite nearer; say within 100 miles. From 
the juformation given him by a citizen, it appeared that a spe- 
cie draft was soid for paper, and that the difference, which was 
thirteen hundred doliars, the agent had passed to the credit of 
the Government. Ifthe agent had received this thirteen hun- 
dred dollars, and credited the United States with it, what was 
jt but hoiding so much from the public creditors? The United 
States has paid thirteen hundred dollars less than the public 
creditors were entitled to. Theinformation added, that the Ad- 
ministration lost ground very much by collecting good money 


and paying out depreciated paper; and in particular it was : 


used as an argument, that the Government could nut get along 
without a Bank ofthe Uaid States, He, himself, had had it 
thrown up to him. last summer, in the Weat, that the notes of 
the Bank of the Unied States were the best currency; that 
they were received, every where, by the officers of the Govern- 
ment, and paid out by them. Mr. B. said he thought it was 


due to the subject to bring it before Congress. He thought it 
) g g s 


due to the whole question to make an authentic exposition of 
the fact that the Bank of the United States was systematically 
sending her agents through the country, carrying her notes along 
with them; that is, first, the old dead notes, which the 
Jaw made it penal to cireulate; and, secondly, the new 
noes ef the Bank, before and since it had stopped pay- 


meni; waich they put off on the ageatsof the Government, in ~ 
as many cases að possible, for their specie drafts; and he farther’ ' 


wished trexnose the fact, that this Bank was systematically 
pursuing Use same courseatthis very time. One ofthe au- 
swers that hat beer given te the cali, made upon his reso- 
lution, showed thatin this city, almost ia the presence of the 
Goverument, the Government drafts were sold for the notes of 
this tank three months afier it had stopped. It was no won- 


- der then that the cry was raised of one currency for the office 


hoiders, and another for the people. P 

Mr. B. said he should, for the present, any ask for the print- 
ing of these papers. What course it would be proper to take 
with them, would be a matter of consideration when all the an- 
sewers came in. One course that which naturally suggested itself, 

-was w refer them tothe Premdent of the United States, whose 

- duty it was to see that the officers wader him did their duty, 
in order that the proper remedy might be applied. Whether 
the Senate would adopt any legislatave action or not, would be 
-for them to decide when the proper time arrived. At present he 
only asked for the printing of the papers. 

Mr. WEBSTER said, if he undersiood the drift of the charge, 
it was that certain disbursing officers had received specie or 
especie fuads to pay the creditors of the Government, had ex- 
changed these funds for depreciated bank paper, and 
paid out the depreciated paper to those who were 

“entitled to receive specie or its equivalent. If tiis was a 
fact, it was a singular comment on the present state of the cur- 
rency; andif personsa in the employment of the Government 
had coarlucied themselves in this manner, instead of denounc- 
ing the banks for endeavoring to get specie -or Government 
drafis for their depreciated paper, we should inquire into the 
conduct of our disbursing agents, over whom we have some 
control, and see if their conduct has been perfectly correct in 


- ‘the premises. 


r. SEVIER observed that there was one case only pre- 
sented in the papers just read to the Senate, which made it ne- 
ceasary for him to say any thing in relation te the subject under 
consideration, and that was the case of the $90,000 draft, sold 
last summer by Col. Rector. Now, he had received a letter 
from this disbursing officer, when the cal] was made last sum- 
mer, and the facts of the case were these: When this geotleman 

‘was here last sammer, the Bank of the United States was pay- 
ing specie for its notes, and every body believed. that the paper 
of that Bank was as good asapecie. Under these circumstances, 
he got the permission of Col. Towson himself, predicated upon 
the request of the officers who were to be paid by him, to ex- 


“change ihe draft received from the, Government for United 


‘Sates Bank notes. 


It was true, as-the Senator. from. Missouri 


usaid, that, after he got these notes the Bank, stopped payment; 


bathe madethe exchange while the Bank was a specie paying 
bank, and got the permission of the Paymaster General and the 
Soeretary of War for it. Now wiih regard to Roberts: The 

Bpàken. of obtained a jean from Roberts himself, aa 
tbey bad aright to do, and he received his pay from them alter 


Manmanman eea an 
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the appropriation passed. It was true that Roberts was out 
in the Southwest exchanging bank notes for specie and Go- 
vernment dralts, and, whether the notes were good or bad, 
those who took them were the best judge; but the Government 
was no ways io blame dor dde, as these who made the ex- 
changes had an weloud et rhghi to da so. 
My. BEN ION remarked thatthe Senator from Ai kansas had 
entirely mistaken his whole movement. He very seldom ad- 
ve. ted to individuals at all, and had no intention of deing so en 
the present occasion. There was no person more careful in 
mentioning the names of individuals, or more cautious of call- 
ing any budy before the Senate, tban himself; and in every thing 
he said, he thougit he was careful to avoid names not bfore the 
Senate. With respect to the $90.000 draft, he made a special 
statement that, on the 7th day of October, 1839, the agen: of the 
Bank of the United States bought it from the disbursing officer 
of the Government, and that, on the Sth or 9h day of the same 
month, the Bank stopped. Yes, on the very instant of their 
stopping, $90.000 of their notes had been pu: off on an officer of 
the Government, who was on his way to the West, where they 
were disbursed as Government currency. On the 18th day of 
October, this $90,000 was rolled out of the bank at S:. Louis, 
shipped to Philadelphia, from whence it went to London, while 
its dishonored notes were paid out by our officers. That was 
one case out of many others, and he had no doubt but the an- 
swers that were yet to come in would present others equaliy as 
strong. This wasa case in which depreciated paper was put 
off on a Government officer, drawing from us, in place of it, 


our hard money, and thus authorizing ihe enemies of the Admi- ` 


nistration to say that it had failed to pay specie for its engage- 
ments, and adopted the United States Bank notes. How failed? 
Because the Bank was enabled, by sending out its agents, to get 
the specie frem the Government officers, and send it to London. 
That wasthe reason why the Government failed in the instances 
he had cited, and he was now able to prove it. The Bank agents 
were carrying millions oi her paper through the country, get- 
ting specie drafts for it out of hands of the agents and officers 
of the Government. and drawing the spi cie for them, which 
was immediately shipped to London. Thvse facts would be 
brougk: out and proved in such a way that it would be impos- 
sibie to deny them. 

There was no person, he repeated, more careful than he was 
of bringing the names of individuals before the Senate. He 
purposely avoided mentioning Mr. Rector’s name at all. 
Doubtless. this gentleman’s answer would come in with the 
others; and the part that he had acted would be fully explained. 
He knew he was noi to blame; he knew (Mr. B suid) that it 
would disclose the fact he had stated. But what had this to do 
with the point he wished to bring to the notice of the Senate— 
the conduct of the Bank? He had stated that the day before the 
Bank stopped, one of its agents got out of the hands of an officer 
of the Government a Treasury draft for $90,009, and paid him 
in notes of a bank which was to stop the next day. Our oificers 
(said Mr. B ) are trailed by the agents of this Bank, whe, in one 
respect, are superior to the Cuba blcodhounds, which had been 
found useless in Florida, because they would not take the trail at 
all. They not only (said Mr. B.) take the trail with wonderful 
sagacity, but they hold on afier they have caught the game— 
they never let go their hold till they have got the Treasury 
draft, ifit can be had. You will have (said Mr. B.) proof upon 
proof of what I have said. You will have it from the South 
west, the great fieid where the Bank of the United states carried 
on its operations, and where it undertook to make the people 
believe that she furnished the best currency for the Government, 
that she upheld the Federal Government, and that the Federal 
Government could not get along without her. 

It was upon this state of things that the charges he had refer- 
red to were made against the Government—and it was upon 


the information thus obtained that he had made the call ` 
which bronght inthe answers that had just been read to the Se- ` 


nate. But the great point he made was, not to criminate indi- 
viduals, but to lay bare the conduct of this Bauk before the pub- 
lic eye. E was to show that this Bank, ever since it obtained 
us new charter, had been assiduously engaged, first, in endea- 
voring to show that she upholds the credit of the Government; 
s«condly, in endeavoring to pass off her old dead notes, and 
in the third place, to pass off she notes of the new Bank atier it 
had stopped payment. And further, that this Bank, differing 
from other banks that loaned out money attheir counters, sent. 
their notes a long way off by their agents, to lean to contrac- 
tors and others, and afterall this the Government was to be- 
taunted with the charge that it had failed to pay specie for its 
engagements—thatits hard money was a humbug, and that it 
could not do without a Bank of the United States, whose cur- 
rency it adopted. All this was done by a bank whose stock, 


though not wosth five cents in the dollar to keep, furnished a_; 


currency for the American people, and that too in exchange 
for gold and silver, obtained from Government agents; and 
which, althouzh she would pay her Erglish stockholders well, 
would prohably never pay her American stockholdersa dollar. 
Mr. HENDERSON eaid that it appeared by some of the re- 
plies, that notes of other non-specie paying banks, in addition 


to the United States Bank, had been received by the officersof ` 


Government, and argued to show ihat even the notés of specie 
paying banks at a distance, or disadvantageously situated, were 
not equivalent to specie or specie funds at the place of pay- 


ment. 

Mr. SEVIER had only a word to say. He was sorry that his 
remarks were. misunderstood. He had said that in the first 
case referred to, the individual had sold a Government draft for 
what he considered equal to specie, and this was done with the 
assent of those who had authority to give it. If the Bank after- 


wars broke faith with her creditors and mopped ayment, that ji t ekthe ) l 
ith “il tor, all this information would be referred to the President for 


could not be charged as a crime upon him, regard to the 
reat amount of notes of the United States Bank now in circu- 


ation on our Southwestern border, the Government was not in |. 


fault. Theagent of the Bank, Mr. Roberis, takes out immense 
amounts in notes of the Bank; he loans them to those who have 
contracted to supply the Government troops with previsions, or 
perform any other service; these contractors pay them out to 
the farmers or drovers for taeir corn or their cattle, and thus 
they get intocirculation. VWten the contractor receives his pay 
from the Government, in Treasury notes or agpecie draft, he 
hands it over to the agent of the Bank, in repayment of his 
loan, and the specie is drawn on account of the Bank, and she 
„sends it where she pleases. Can the Government prevent this 
result, or is she to blame for its occurrence? He knew that 
there were several agents of the Bank on the borders of Mis- 
souri and Arkansas, indeed there might be one in every Indian 
tribe, for aught he knew, who touk every occasion to exchange 
their notes for Treasury drafts; but this was not a mauer for 


which the Government was responsible. He contended that 
the Governmenthad done its duty, and in every instance had 
paid out the currency of the Constitution, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, as an additional reason for the amount 
of the notes of the United States Bank in cirentation in the 
Souchwest, adverted to the arrangement entered hiv with that 
bauk by the Secretary of War, by which one of the bonds of 
the Bauk to the Government was discharged in disbursements 
to the creditors of the Government, which disbursements were 
tobe made in notes of the institution. Mr. C. said he knew 
| nothing of the facts alluded to by the gentlemen who preceded 
him, buthe would say that if the agent of the Bank of the 
Tnited States, or any other bank, had exchanged their notes for 
Government drafts, with a suspension of payments in contem- 
plation, it was a most disgraceful fraud. 

Mr. BENTON ieplied, that thedraft was dated on the se- 
venth of October, and the Bank stopped on the eighth or the 
ninth. The draft was soldin this place, one Government offi. 
cer having been waylaid forthe purpose of putting these notes 
onhim. Hetook them as the notes of a specie paying tank, 
and the next day the Bank stopped payment. On the eighteenth 
of the same monik, the specie for this draft was rolled out from 
the Bank of Missouri, in St. Louis, and shipped tu Philadelphia, 
from whence it was carried to London, and the nutes of the 
United States Bank paid to our creditore. With respect to the 
agrezment of which the Senator from Kentucky spoke, the in- 
| formation which he had read just now, shower that there had 
‘+ been three violations of it. The first was the Bank paying out 


i 
| 


t! through the energy and address ofa State institution. 


! l and that 


the old dead notes of the otd Bank, which was an off nce against 

LO ourlaws. Whe second violaion was their having paid notes 
under twenty collars; and the third violation was their having 
paid out pest notes or “Ross notes,” as they were called in the 
Southwest. But the Senator from Arkansas, 11 seemed, could 
not take the pointwhich he had made. 

We had not arraigned any officer here. When all the infor- 
marion came in, he should move to lay it before the President 
of the United States, in order that he night examine it, and see 
irany remedy could be applied. His object further was, that 
it should be examined in the Senate. that they might judge 
whether any legislative action was necessary.. Wish respect 

' tothe officers and contractors, he had not a word to say, at the 
| presenttime. He would not put them to the trouble of making 
any explanations, He would not name them here. He wag 
aware that Mr. Rector, before he had made his arrangement, 
had obtained the permission of his immediate chief. He did 
not mention Mr. Rector’s name, nor did he mean to do it. ` His 
| gieat object was to show that we have been paying out the pa- 
| per of broken banks, received in exchange ior specie; and 
that the charge was, In consequence, made, in the South- 
west that the Government could not do without them, 
and that it was notorious that the notes of this broken 
' Bank had furnished a currency for this General Government, 
| They say the attempt to pay specie had failed. Now he 
wished to know if it took any more trouble to pay out the hard 
money to our creditors than to ship it off to London. His de- 
clara:ion was. that the agents of this Bank trailed and waylaid 
| the Government officers, even across the Mississippi, and get- 
ting their specie drafts from them, shipped it off to the banig 
‘ and thence to London. When he was in the Southwest last fall, 
it was in vain for him to say thatthe Government was innocent 
of al] this, for the people, seeing the immense circulation of 
these notes, and that they were paid out by our agents,’ con- 
tractors, and officers, naturally supposed they came from the 
Government. That determined him to get this information; 
and when the facts all came in, the charges he had made would 
be fixed on the Bank so firmly. that it would be impossible for 
them to deny it. It would be seen thai she had made the United 
States the cicculater of her notes, and even those which it wag 
illegal to circulate. i 
Mr. WEBSTER said that the sta'ement admitted the extraor- 
dinary imbecility ofthe Government. H admitted that the at- 
tempt to establish a specie circulation had failed, and failed 
It ac- 
; knowledged thatthe Government only played second fiddle to 
| this corporation in the commercial and fiscal affairs of the coun- 
try. He contended that it was utterly impossible, in the nature 
of things, for the Government to maintain specie payments, 
while the great mass of the circulation was composed of depre- 
ciated bank paper, and went into details to show how an attempt 
to do so must inevitably fail. He said that while the Senator 
from, Missouri‘ had been loud in his :denunciations of a State 
corporation, over which we hadno control, for doing that which 
‘we had no power to prevent, he had entirely overlooked the offi- 
cers of the Government who had participated in-the offence, 
and who were within the reach of legislative or Executive 
action. 
| Mr. BENTON observed that the Senator from Massachu- 


ii setts [Mr. WEBSTER] said that he (Mr. B.) overlooked the petty 


; delinquencies of the officers of the Government while he-pour- 
į edoutthe vials of his wrath on the head of the Bank of the 
United States. Now heatated to the Senate, and he belived se- 
vera] times over, that these papers would go to the President of 
the United Siates, whose duty it was to see that his officers did 
their duty, and ihat he would examine them, and seeing the 
conduct of each: officer in each particular case, would apply the 
proper remedy if found necessary. That was one course he 
proposed to take. Another was, when all the answers came ing, 
to make them the subject of some legislative action cn the part 
of the Senate; but he disclaimed now, when the information 
was only received in part, any intention of dragging the Go- 
vernment officers before the Senate, or of saying one word about 
them, or naming one of them. He liad, however, distiactly 
stated that either upon his motion or that of some other Sena- 


his action, and that it would become ‘his duty -as one bound to 
see the lawa of the country faithfully executed, to apply the 
proper remedy. : 


ow, so far from this information proving: thas the attempt 


u to pay the engagements of the Government in hard money 


had failed,he undertook to say that the contrary was proved by.it 
from this ime forth, the practice would be established. 
By the time that ail the officers had answered all--tho quesuons 
propounded to them, it would be inthe power of the Govern- 
ment to have in its service none but such as would fulfil the 
Jaws ofthe conntry, andthose whe would obey the instructions 


„something new under the sun, when ‘we learn that it woul 
take more money tu pay the creditors ofthe Government n hard 
money, than it weuld take to pay the hard money over to the 
Bank of the United States.~He admitted that other Government 
officers paid over the money in:the first instance; thoes Wha 


j} 
| of the Government. We have yet to be madeacquainted with 


received it had a right do with it as they pleased. As to con- 
tractors, they stood in arelation a little different, and not very 
different from that of Government officers, and it migit be, that 
in consequence of disclosures now made, aclause would be in- 
serted in luture contracts, requiring contractors to pay out the 
bard money they received from the Government. But we all, 
said Mr. B. see the effect that this state of things has upon 
the character of the Administration, and the injury it does to the 
country. We eee that having coilecued hard money, itis paid 
out in @depreciated currency, and even in United states Bank 
notea. The ume. however, had come to apply the remedy. 
We are now receiving information on the subject, and when it 
all came in. 1t would be time to act. 

Mr. SEVIER would only ‘say that he did not believe that 
there ever hai been a payment made by the Government exeept 
in specie or 11s equivalent, and was: convinced that the Govern- 
ment bad, in every instance, fulfilled its obligations. - 

The question was then taken on printing the document, 
Was agreed to. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


and it 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
ae Monpay, May 11, 1840. 

Mr. CRABB asked permission of the House to offer a resolu- 
tion; which was read ‘ur information, and which proposed to 
change the hour of meeting from 12 to 11 o'clock. 

Mr. DAVIS of Pennsylvania asked ermissivn to amend the 
resolution, go as to take a recess from 2} to 4 o'clock; and 

Mr. DAWSON also gave uouce that, should the rulis be sus- 
pended, he would move an amendment proposing, by the con- 
currence of the Senate, to adjourn Congress on the 15:h of June 


ext. 

Mr. EVANS objected to the introduction of the resolution. 

Mr. CRABB read the new rule relating to edjournments; 
which rule says that a motion to adjourn, and te fix a day to 
adjourn, shall always be inorder, and inquired of the SPEAKER 
whether it was not in o:der to receive the resolution, notwith- 
standing the objection. i 

The SPEAKER decided not. 

_ Mr. CRABB then moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr.CRAIG demanded the yeas and uays, which were ordered; 
and the question having been taken on ths motion to suspend 
the rules, it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 120, nays 23. 

So the resolution was received; and, having been read, 

Mr. TURNEY moved the previous question on its adoption, 
which motion having receiveda secon, the main question was 
ordered and put, and the resolution was agreed to. 

The CHAIR announced that the business betcre the House 
was thespecial order un the report of the Select Committee on 
Public Printing. 

Mr. ADAMS seid, as that was the subject first in order, he 
would moveto take up the unfinished business of Saturday. 
The chairman of Ways and Maus had been so good as to allow 
the bill to be made the special order for one day, during which 
he wasabeent; he hoped he would consent that it should be 
maoe the special order for another dey, now that he was in the 

vuse, 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked the consent of the House to offer a re- 
solution; which was read for information. as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary ‘of the Navy be requested to 
inform this House how many officers of the navy are absent on 
leave or on furlough, including passed midshipmen, giving the 
name of each officer, the cause of his absence, the length of 
time heor they have been absent or excused from service. 
If furloughed, when does the leave granted expire, what length 
of time have those furloughed served, or been at sea at any 
one time for the last twenty years; what business have the 
absent officers beon engaged in during the absence on leave, or 
furlough, and how of en has the leave or furlough been renewed 
toany individual named as now absent. 

There being no objection to the resolution, it was received, 
read, and agreed to. 

Mr. R. GARLAND, by permission, presented farther testi- 
mony in relation toa case pending before a committee. 

Mr. JENIFER submitted a memorial and documents from the 
tobacco convention; which were, on his motion, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. J. madea motion to have an extra quantity of said me- 
morial and documents printed; which motion, under the rule, 
lies on the table for one day. : 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, th: house then resolved itse!f into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union (Mr. Benin 
the chair) on the bill reporied from tae Committee on Manufac- 
tures, “to ensure the more faithful execution of the laws relating 
to the collection of duties on imporis.” 

The question pending when the committee rose on Saturday, 
was the motion of Mr. Rnert to strike from the bill the niuth 
section in the words following: 

“And be it further enacted, That whenever a suit against any 
collector, or other officer of the customs, for the seizure of goods 
wares, or merchandise, unlawfully imported into the United 
States, or forieiied for the unlawful entry of the same, ehall be 
tried in any court of the United States, in which suit is involved 
any question of duties on importations of gouds, wares, or mer- 
chandise, no person having the same interest with that of the 
party to the suit in the question at issue shall be competent as 
a Witness on such trial, untess called to testify by the adverse 
_ party. 

The qnestion was taken by tellers, (Messrs Crape and 
Cratc acting as such) and decided in the negative by—ayes 
62, noes 83. 

Mr. RHETT moved to amend the tenth section of the bill 
by striking eut that part of the penalty in case a custom-house 
officer should aid or abet any personto commita fraud on the 
revenue, which says that they “shall be thereafier incapable of 
holding any office of proiitor trust under wie United Siates.” 
Mr. R. considered is Improper for Congress to legislate on that 
subject, as the Coasiitation already provided toy such cases, 

„Mr. TILLINGHASYT was of a diferent opinicn. He con- 
sidered there was nuthing in the biil, as amended, which, on 
careful examiia‘ion, would Le found at variance to any of the 
grea: principles of the Constitution. It was true that the Con- 
stitution prescribes the qualification of officers of tne Govern: 
ment; italso prescubed thatthey should be disqualified for of 
fences against the laws. It gives the power to Coagress to legis- 
late for such offences against the laws, and to prescribe the crimes 
which g> to disqualify. The disability to hold office has been 
recognised as proper penalties, in other legislation, for crimes or 
voles of aw, a ie conintitutional power of Congress to 

ualiiy an individual from holding office i 
Untied Daos g for offences against 


the awe, had never been heretofore disputed.. Inthe revenue 
law of 179, the disability to hold office is madea part of the 
penalty for commiting offence against the law. ; 

Mr. ADAMS said thatgo far from it bcing unconstitutional for 
Congress io legislate on this mater, it was expressly authorized 
by the Constitution so to do. The Constitution gives the sole 
power tu the Senate to try all impeachmenis; and tt expressly 
says that “judgmenta in cases of impeachment shall not ex- 
tend farther than to removal from-office, and disqualification to 
holà and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit, under the 

Mr. A. argued that the power wea leit to Congress to specify 
what particuler crimes shall disqua!ity an individual from 
holding office; and that was what the bijl before the House pro- 
pesed to do, and nothing more. Afer pursuing this argument 
to someexient insupport of the position he assumed, Mr. A. 
said be considered.a breach of trust in an officer as an infa- 
mous crime, and which deserved the severest punishment. The 
puuishment proposed cperated onthe mind; it brought infamy 
and disgrace, and was, therefore, a very proper punishment. 

Mr. CUSHING wished to inquire of his culleague whether 
the bill had any reference to the bribes which he was intormed 
it was the practice of the custum-lopes officers in New York to 
receive from importers and others. If he-was wrong, he would 
be glad to be corrected; but he had been mformed that such 
wasthe open practice for sums of money to be given to these 
subordinate officers by importers and merchants for preference 
over others ® receiving their papers, etc. For instance, it 
frequently happened that ten or twelve gentlemen received 
their consignments by a particular ship, and it was then a mat- 
ter of competition as to who should receive his papers first. 
So the clerk sometimes received a iee or bribe of $50 or $100, 
to give one the preference over another. Again: a half dozen 
ships might come in on the same day, when the passengers, ne- 
cessarily finding delay in getting their papers, would pay the 
same bribes 10 receive their papers beforeothers. lt mightalso 
occur that some passengers might pay a bribe to the officers for 
the purpose of getting their baggage through with an easy m- 
svection, or without any inspection atall. Any one who had 
been to Europe, must be aware of the shameful system prevail- 
ing among custom-house officers abroad, who not only received 
tibet for giving preference, but bribes for the performance of 
their duty. 

He stated these facts alleged in relation to the custom-house at 
New York, with the hope that, if true, they would be marked, 
anda proper remedy provided. He held it wrong for those 
officers to receive any such fees, as it opened the door to cor- 
ruption, inasmuch as it habituated them to the reception of mo- 
ney whichthey hadno right to receive, He denied that any 
custom-house officer had a right to receive money, other than 
his salary, even in the shape of presents, to urge him to the 
mere prompt performance of his duty. His pay from Go- 
vernment was a sufficient reward. If any oficer received 
money over and above his sa.ary, for the perfoimance of his 
daty, it was bribery, and deserved punishment. If the amend- 
ment did not reach this class of cases, he would offer an amend- 
ment which should reach them. 

He stated thison common rumor, as what was believed to be 
a system very extensively practiced. He did not intend to 
make any imputation on the collector himself, as he hadno 
reason to believe that he was a party to them. On the contrary, 
he knew that the collector had discharged several indididuals 
who had been guilty of receiving such bribes, and for doing 
which, he had been severely censured by the New York pa- 


ers. ; 
P Mr. VANDERPOEL suggested whether the word “ other- 
wise” inthe 7th line, did not apply to such cases. 

Mr. CUSHING said it did not, but applied solely to bribes, 
with intention to defraud the revenue. These fees were not 
given with any intention to defraud, but still they were bribes, 
and calculated to produce a very injurious effect. 

Mr. ADAMS replied that the evils of which his colleague 
complained was of an entirely different nature to those which 
the bill intended to remedy. The practice of officers receiving 
bribes fur the giving of preference in the performance of their 
duty, was not defrauding the revenue, and therefore could not 
be relevant tothe present measure. He suggested to his col- 
league whether he was prepared to act upon mere rumor, and 
newspaper charges, against these subordinates, But in case it 
were proved to be the case, would it not be much better to 
provide aremedy in another bill, apd at another time? 

Mr. FILLMORE spoke at some length on the nature of the 

ower given by the Constitution to Congress. He agreed that 
if we did possess this power of punishing a certain class of offi- 
cers, it would be very proper to exercise it But the danger 
was, if we did not possess the power, and yet presumed to exer- 
cise it, that at some future time it might be extended to cases 
where it eught not to be applied. 

Mr. CRABB was fully disposed to punish every officer who 
should be guilty of such crimes. But, at the same time, he must 
have dne regard to the Constitution. He did not believe that 
we had the power of xdding to the qualification or disqualifica- 
tion of any officer, when the qualifications and disqualifications 
of officers were designated by the Constitution. But as to any 
petty officer, which this Congress had power to create by law, 
he thought we had the power to designate what their qualifica- 
tions or disqualifications should be, and to provide any punish- 
ment we might think proper. But as that clause applied to 
every officer, whether appointed by the Constitution or by the 
law of Congress, he could not vote for it, He therefore moved 
to amend by inserting, after the words United States, the words 
“ created by the authority of Congress.” 

The question being taken on this amendment, it was re- 
jected. 
3 The question then recurring on the motion of Mr. RHETT, to 
strike out the words “and shall he thereafter disqualified from 
holding any office of trust under the United States.” after some 
brief remarks from that gentleman and Mr. BRIGGS, i: was 
rejected—ayes 48, noes 82. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend by striking out after the 27th 
lire, the word “double:” agreed to. i f 

Mr. RANDALL moved to amend by inserting in the 18th 
line after the words “eustom-house,”’ the words, “with intent 
to defraud the revenue.” i 

This was objected to on the ground thatit would go to lega- 
lize the practice complained of by Mr. Cusuinc, inasmuch 
as the penalty would apply only to such cases of bribery as 
contemplated a fraud on the revenue. . 

The question being taken on this amendment, it was re- 


jected. ; “« 
Mr. CUSHING then offered the following amendment, to be 
added to the llth section: S 


E i ee 
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And be it further enacted, 1f any collector. naval officer, 
surveyor, or depury, or any other custom house aficer, OF per 
aðr employed in the custem-house, or in the colcction of the 
revenue, shall, jor she performance of auy of the dunes of Fis 
office, or for:giviog preference, favor, or deapateh, is the per- 
lormance of the s tur, directiy or in dreety, reece from any 
persunany money, or other thiug of vaiue, other shan his legal 
compensation, he shall, on convic ion thereof, pay a five of not 
lees than one hue cred, ugr more than one thousand uollars, for 
each antevery suck offence.” p ` 
Mr. TILLINGHAST though the section they had just passe 
upon covered the same ground iaken by the amendment ` 
Mr, CUSHING contended tat it did not, but hat reference 
only to such cases where bribes were received with a view to 
detraud the revenue, 
Mr. HAND made some remarks, in which he disapproved 
the course of gentlemen in making these general chargea upon 
mere rumor, 2 
Mr. CUSHING replied, that what he had alluded to was spo- 
Ken or asa matter of notoriety among commercial men in New 
ork. ; : 
Mr. HAND thought it would be better not to charge the mer- 
chants, as a Class, with giving these brives, and being guilty 
of zuch crimes, without satistactory proof. 
Mr. MONROE said his colleague appeared to think there 
was something very corrupt in the practice of giving fees to the 
clerks. For bis part he did not see any thing which. affected 
the morals either of the clerk or merchant. owever excep- 
tionable the piactice might be, there was nothing corrupt 
about it It was well known that, in the regular course of bu- 
siness, merchants had to wait a long time tor their papers, and 
it was an open practice to givea fee to the clerks for expedinng 
the business, who, in. doing it, probably worked extra hours. 
Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend thè amendment by adding 
the words, “one halt of the penalty to be paid to the person 
giving information thereof.” . 
Mr. P. advocated his amendment, on the ground that it would 
be in vain to hope for aproper execution of the law without 
some such inducement. ae 
After some briet remarks from Mr. HAND, 
Mr. WISE said, as it appeared witnesses were wanted to 
prove the fact in relation to these fees or bribes, he would give 
some information on the subject. He would teil them that 
when he was in New York on the Swartwout committee, mer» 
chants of both parties, men of high character, came to him 
and complained that they were compelled to do it. Yes; owing 
to the practice which had grown up, the merchants assured him 
that they not only had to pay temporary fees, but regular sa- 
lariesto these officers per annum for getting their business 
transacted, although they were paid by the Government. These 
merchants were gentlemen of high sianding in the city of New 
York, and they stated that the practice was by no means clan- 
destine, but done openiy, and that i: was impossible to get 
along without it, Soch was the hight of covrupiion, that the 
cierks in the custom house would not do their duty without - 
it. He stated, on his own personal verachy, that upwards 
of a dozen merchants had complained to him of the prac- 
tice, roe ; 

Mr. HAND said if such was really the state of the facts, 
and that the intelligent merchants of New York had submitted 
to it so long, he could only expres his utter astonish ment. And 
he was sure the le of the United Scates would be equally 
astonished that these merchants had suffered it to grow up into 
general practice. As auch, it appeared, was the case, the mer- 
chants were equally gnilty, with the officers, apd he would no 
Jonger defend them. He thought it high time there was some 
Jaw on the subject. 

Mr. WISE explained that the 
system as an extortion which they 
extent to which it was practised. 

Mr. WAND said that the merchants of New York were 
shrewd business men, and must know such a practice could not 
besanctioned by law. If they chose to submit to the extortion, 
all he had to say was, that they were fools for so doing. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said if such was the practice, it had 
long prevailed. He did not believe with his colleague (Mr. 
Hanp] that the merchants were to blame, because they had ta- 
ken means to obtain their perishable commodities in advance of 
others, for a small consideration. He would, however, cheer- 
fully vote for the amendment, without considering it was fix- 
ing any imputation on the merchants of New York. 

Mr. SERGEANT sugggested to the gentleman trom Peansyl- 
vania (Mr. Peterkin} that there was already a law making 
provision for an informant. He hoped the amendment of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts {Mr Cusano] would be agreed 
to. The practice complained of in some of the custom- houses 
was the germ of bribery, and, without restraint, would grow to 
great height and great strength. This amendment, in his opi- 
nion, would have a salutary effect. 

The question being taken on Mr. PETRikin’s amendment, it 
wag tejected. 

Mr. ADAMS was willing to accept the amendment of his col- 
league, (Mr. CusHinc,] because ils tendency was to arrest the 
evil complained of as soon as possible. He would be glad if 
his colleague would take up the subject of his (Mr. C’s) amend- 
ment te the fullest extent, and offer a bill to the House which 
would not only operate on clerks who receive $500 a year, but 
on the highest men in the Union, in the Executive and Legisla- 
tive departments, as well as on custom-house ¢fficers. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia expreseed his regret and astonish- 
ment, not only at the extraordinary developments which had 
been made on that floor, but at the remarks made in relation to 
them by gentlemen of both parties, by way of extenuating and 
narrowing down the gross crimes of tribery and corruption. 
What did wesee? Why, it appeared that we had a system of 
open bribery and corruption among our castom-houre officers, 
and that pay was received for favoriusin, the same as in Europe. 
If such things were allowed. no man in this Congress ned be 
sirprised if the very state of things existing in foreign coun~ 
tries, should soon be advocated here. Would they passa law tor 
the punishment of these Yorkshire traders, and not punieh their 
own salaried officers for receiving bribes? The very same prin- 
ciple would apply to both. 

Mr. McKAY did not approve the practice of paying fees to 
any salaried officer. He hoped it did not exist to the exten! i 
was imagined. His object in rising was to remind gentler 
that some years ago a requisition had been ISU ron ue 
Treasury expressly forbidding, muy aach Pret epula not exis 
ing the he was disposcd to thin is Eod to belinve < 


xtensi me gentlemen wei ir } 
mo extensively as some oiaro, in which ‘Maara, PETRIKIN, 


merchants complained of the 
dare not resist, owing to thé 
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—_—_—— a 
HAND, and CUSHING participated, the question was taken on 
the amendment o: Mr. Cuswixa, and it wasagieed to, 

Bundry ather amendments Woro proposed by Messrs. HOFF. 
MAN and FILLMORE, which were rejected; and by Messrs. 
ADAMS and TILLENGHAST, which were agreed to; and upon 
wich an expla alory debata took place, in which Meesrs. 


ADAMS, HABERSITAM, TILLINGHAST, SERGEANT, 
HOFFMAN, FILLMORE, and LINCOLN, participated. 


Acaquarier past six o’cluck, the bill was reported to the 


Houte. 

Mr. HOLMES gave notice of his intention to address the 
House generally on the bill. He characterized it as one preg- 
nant wiih all evils; one most enormous in iis character; which 
he should endeavor to exvose tu the House, if no gentleman 
more alert than himself should obtain the door, and move the 
previous question ` 

Ou mouon of Mr. LEADBETTER, the bill and amend- 
ments (as made in Committee of the Whole) were ordered to 
de printed. 

And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tvsspay, May 12, 1840. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of Elizabeth Garra- 
Dranw: which was reterred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. 3. also presented a memorial remonstrating against the 
use of bloodhounds in the Florida war; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of a number of citi- 
zens of Wiskonsin, praying the confirmation of the title ef 
Francis Laventure and others to certain lands in Milwaukie; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Jonathan Shafer; 
which was referred to the Committee ou Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented two memorials of David Mc- 
Caleb: the petition of sundry citizens of Yatlobusha county, 
Mississippi: and the petition of Frederick Counts and others; 
Eee were severally referred to the Committee on Public 

nis. 

M”, TI. algo presented the memorial of the Directors of the 
Grand Gulf Railroad and Ranking Company; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Fmance. 

Also, the memorial ofa number of citizens of Natchez, pray- 
ing a remission of the penalties imposed upon Wm. L. Macken- 
zie; which was laid on the table. 

‘Also, tbe petition of a number of citizens of Newton county, 
Mississippi, for a post route, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. f 

‘Also, the petition of a number of citizens of Rankin county, 
Mix ouri, praying the passage of a bankrupt law; which was 
laid on the table. g , 

‘Also. the petition of David A. Brocket; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. J ae 

Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of Lot Stricklin; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the memorial of the Trustees of the 
Caddo Acadomy, In the State of Louisiana, praying a donation 


o land; which was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lancs. w g 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported a bill authorizing the War Departrnent to make expe- 
riinents in steam vessels for harbor defence; which was read, 
aod ordered to a second reading. . PRIA 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the following reso.ution, which 
wae considered, and agreed to: i z i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
atructed to inquire into the expediency of making a grant of 
money or landto the State of New York, to assist in the con- 
struction of a railroad between the waters © Lakes Ontario and 
Champlain, and parallel with the St. Lawrence river, and also 
to ascertain how far the said road will facilitate the transporta- 
tion of the mails, public stores, troops, and munitions of war, 
and how far it will supersede the necessity of forte and other 
military defences along the St. Lawrence frontier. , 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolution, which 
was considered, and agreed to: te , 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed 
toinquire into the expediency of appropriating five hundred 
dollars, to be expended under the direction of the Secretaries 
of War and Navy, for the purpose of preserving and arranging, 
for inspection and reference, the mineral and geological speci- 
mens belonging to Government. 

The bill to authorize the Legislature of the State of Arkansas 
to sell the lands heretofore appropriated for the use of schools 
in that State; x ri 

The bill to authorize the payment of equitabie commissions 
to the agents or attorneys of persons in whcee favor awards 
have been made under three several treaties between the United 
States and certain foreign powers, which awards have been re- 
tained im the Treasury in payment of debis due to the United 
Staes; 

The bill for the relief of certain settlers on the public lands, 
who were deprived cf the benefits of the act granting pre-emp- 
tion rights, which was approved on the 19th Jure, 1834; 

The bill for the relief of the Plumb Island Bridge and Turn- 
pire Company; È, 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Collins; i 

The bill to grant to the States and incorporated companies 
engrged in the conetruction of roads and canals, the right of way 
throngh the public lands of the United States; and 
k The bil! for the relief of Hannah Leighton; 
were read a third time and passed. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The bill authorizing the granting of letters testamentary and 
of administration to aliens in the District of Columbia; and | 

The bill for the relief of certain companies of Michigan mi- 
Hitia; 2 
were considered asin committee of the whole, and ordered to 


be engrossed. 
GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bill to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
ont the United Srates :cing taken up, i PE: 

Mr. WALL addrace- + ‘ha Senate at length in opposition to 
the bill, and 1n favor ot tne substitute proposed by the minority 
of the Commitee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAYTON followed in reply; and 

Mr. CRITTENDEN intimating an intention to speak on the 


sub 
Toei Benate went into Executive session, 
And then adjo 


i spondence wh: 


: to the demand by the Charge d’ 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


HOUSE OF REPRE-ENTATIVES, 
Turepay, May 12, 1840. 

Mr. DAVIES of Pennsylvania asked permission of the House 
to ofley a resolution propusing to take a daily recess from the 
hour of 24 till 4 o'clock. 

Mr. EVERETT objected to its reception. 

Mr. DAVIS moved to suspend the rules, to enable him to 
present the resolution, and on that motion demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. LINCOLN said it was obvious that there was no quorum 
present; he therefere moved a call of the House. He wished 
tosee what numberof the gentlemen, who voted that the 
House should meet at 11 o’clock, were now present. 

The call having been ordered, it was proceeded in, and nine 
ty-three members answered to their names. The list of ab- 
sentees was then called over, and one hundred and thirty an- 
swered to their names. 

Mr. R. GARLAND said he would like to have the names of 
the absentees read, that the House might be able to know what 
number of the gentlemen who had voted that the Nouse should 
meet at 11 o’clock were now present. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, all further proceedings in the 
call were dispensed with. 

The question recurring on the motion to suspend the rules, to 
admit the resolution of Mr. Davies, it was taken by yeas and 
nays, and resulted—yeas 81, nays 60. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

The SPEAKER, by permission, laid before the House a 
communication trom ihe President of the United States, com- 
municating a report from the Secretary of State, in pursuance 
of the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 23d 
of March last, callieg for the corresponiiencte between the De. 
partment of State and the diplomatic functionaries of the United 
States in France, Sweden, Denmark, and Prussia, and with 
those Governments, or either of them, relating to the surrender 
to the Governmentot the United States of persons charged with 
piracy and murder on board of the United States schooner 
Plattsburg, in the year 1817; also, the correspondence relating 
Affaires of Great Britain for the 
surrender of a mutineer in the British armed skip Lee, in 1819. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that it lie on the table and be printed; 
which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. A. said it was a very important document, involv- 
ing questions of great moment, It was a collection of docen- 
ments relating to the demand on this Government; and by this 
Government on other nations. It also contained the corre- 
sh had taken place ia relation to the subject here- 
tofere; alau © letter from the Attorney General on the subject, 
which was of importance to the Biates. Mr, A. had received a 
communication from the Governor of Virginia, requesting par- 
ticularly a copy of it when published, as it involved considera- 
tions of a nature extending thronghout the Union. He hoped 
the House would consent to printan extra number. He there- 
fore moved that 5009 copies extra be printed. 

The CHAIR said, by the rules of the House, the motion to 

rint an cxtra number of copies would lie over one day; but 
ifthere was no objection, the question could be taken now. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky objected. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to suspend the rules to enable him to 
make tte motion; and the House having been divided on that 
question there were—ycas 83, noes 38. No quorum having 


voed, 

Mr. CUSHING demanded the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 87, nays 67. So the rules 
were not suspended. 

On motien of Mr. CUSHING, the vote by which thecom- 
munication was laid on the table, was reconsidered. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved that the communication be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

The question having been taken on the first motion for refe- 
rence, it was decided in the negative. 

Tne question haying recurred on the motion to refer it to the 
Committee ov Foreign Affairs, it was agreed to, 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, the decuments which had been 
heretofore transmitted to the House, relating to the Amistad 
vessel, which was laid on the table, was taken therefrom and re- 
ferred to the same committee. 

The SPEAKER also laid Before the House a communication 
from the War Department in relation to the Georgia claims for 
military services; which, on motion of Mr. DAWSON, was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Also iaid before te House a communication from the War 
Deparment in relation to the charges against Lieut. Dancey; 
which, on motionof Mr. DOWNING, was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

‘Also laid before the House a communication from the Navy 
Department in relation toa dry dock at Pensacola; which was, 
on mation of Mr. DOWNING, referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. : 

On motion of Mr. JENIFER, the motion made by him on 
yeaterday, to print 5.000 copies extra of the memorial and pro- 
ceedings of the Convention on Tobacco, was taken up, and 
agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina asked leave to report 
from the Committee of Eiections a resolution empowering that 
committee to have such portions of the testimony in relation to 
the contested elections referred to the committee printed, as 
they deemed preper. Mr. C. said there was a great mass of 
testimony before that committee, and the printing of it, under 
tre discretion of the committee, was absolutely necessary to 
facilitate the action of the cominittee upon it, and the action of 
the House when a report shall have been made by the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. STANLY objected to the reception of the resolution. 

Mr. FILLMORE said it was a matter ef economy thatthe re- 
solution should be adopted; and absolutely necessary to facili- 
tate action onthe question befure the committee, and equally 
necessary for the information of the Touse, when it shall be 
called to act upon the question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina moved to suspend the 


rules. 

Mr. ANDREWS demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
no’ ordered. 

‘The question was then taken, 
pended 

Mr. R. GARLAND objected to conferring the power on the 
commitiee to decide what should be printed. They ought not 
to be the judges, but the House. He hoped all the testimony 
would be printed, if any of it was to be. 


and the rules were sus: 


esate atte AAT A LOA I AT AS 


Mr. CAMPBELL said all the testimory which could be 
deemed necessary by any meniber of the committes would be 


rinted. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved to etrike out the words such evi- 
dence, and insert “all the evidence.” 

Mr. TOLAND hoped the amendment would prevail. He had 
no objection to print all the testimony; but he was not pre- 
pared to give to the Committee of Elections the power ofselec- 
lion. Asa Representative frem the State of Pennsylvania—a 
State which had a deep interest in one of these cases—he 
wished the cases to be fully considered. and all the teatimony to 
be made known. And he wished the House to make its own se- 
lection and decision. 

Mr. FILLMORE said a mass of tastimony had been reterred 
to that committee; much of it might be irrelevant and incom- 

etent, and it would be incurring an expense to no purpose to 

ave that mass printed. He had no objection, if the House 
thought proper, to have the whole of it printed; but it would 
incur an enormous expense. 
Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina accepted the amend- 
ment, 

The CHAIR stated that it would then leave it discretionary 
with the commi'tee. 

Mr. R. GARLAND wished it so amended as to have the 
whole ef the testimony printed, leaving no discretion to the 
committee. 

Mr. RAMSEY was in favor of giving the committee the 
power asked, and if the House should, thereafter, deem it ne- 
cessary, and Wish to have the whole printed, it could do so. 
Ile, therefore, to save the time ofthe House, moved the previ- 
ous question; which was seconded, and the main question or- 


dered. 

Mr. TOLAND demanded the yeas and nays on the amend- 
ment; which having been ordered, 

Mr. GARLAND said, inasmuch as any one member of the 
committee could call for and, have such portions of the testi- 
mony printed, as might by him be thought proper, he with- 
drew hisamendment. 

Mr. ANDREWS then called for the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution; which were not ordered. 
| ‘The question was then taken, and the resolution was agreed 
i to 


Mr. PETRIKIN asked leave to present a resolution in sub- 
stance, that the House would. at half past two, adjourn, for the 
purpose of accompauying the select committee on Raub’s 
steam safety valve, down the river, to witness the practical ope- 
ration of the said preventive against ex plosions. 

The CHAIR said the resolution could not be received ex- 
cept hy the genera! consentof the House; and 

Objections having been made, the resolution was not 


passed. 

The CHAIR said that the first business before the House was 
the special order on the subject of the public printing. . 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the House first teke up and dispose 
of the bill to insure the more faithful execution of the laws re- 
Jating to the collection of Cuties on imports, 

Mr BLAU K said lie had nv objection to the immediate dispo- 
sal of that bill; but he wished to state to the House that he was 
ready at all Limes to take up the question on printing, and dis- 


pose of it. 
Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved that the further considera- 
tion of the report be postponed until to-morrow. 
- After some conversation, further action on the said report 
waseuspended until the bill above alluded to chould have been 
disposed of. 

COLLECTION OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 

The House took up the bill, reported esterday with sundry 
amendments from the Committee of the hole on the state of 
the Union, entitled “A bill to ensure the more faithful execution 
of the laws relating to the collection of duties onimports;”’ the 
question being on concurring with the Committee of the Whole 
in their various amendments. 

Mr. EVANS asked that, by general consent, he might offer 
an amendment which he had been instructed by the Committee 
of Ways and Means to move, and which was as follows: 

“And be it further enacted, That, in all appraieements and 
invoices, the mark-banco of Hamburg shall be estimated and 
taken to be the value of thirty-five and one-half cents.” 

Mr. ANDREWS inquired if the bill was now up before the 
House? 

The SPEAKER said it was. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved the previous question, 
the motion. i 

Mr. A. objected to the introduction 
cause it wasa totally different subject from that ofthe bill, and 
ought to be brought upin a proper form. He felt all disposition 
to accommodate the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, but he must object to the introduction 
of the amendment as-a tack to thi bill. 

The SPEAKER said that the amendment, not having been 
offered in Committee of the Whole, could only be offered now 
by general consent. 


Mr. EVANS was understood to say that he had felt a desire 
to say a few words on the amendment, but that he would not 
now press it. 

And thereupon all thelamendments made in Committee of the 
Whole were read; and the question being on concurring in 
them seriatim-- 

Mr. ADAMS suggested that, by general consent, the question 
should be taken on all the amendments together, unless any one 
of them should be objected to, in which case it should be reserved 
for special action. 

‘And the House having agreed to adopt this course, the ques- 
tion was taken, and all the amendments were cont urred in 
save the one hereinafter mentioned, viz: 

On motion ef Mr. ANDREWS the ninth section of the bill, 
which had been amended to read as follows, was excepted: 


“Sec, 9. And beit further enacted, That whenever a suit 
against any collector or other officer of the customs, for the 
geizureof. goods, wares, or merchandise, unlawfully imported 
into the United States, or forfeited for the unlawful entry of the 
same, ehall be tried in any court of the United States, in 
which suit is involved any question of duties on importations 
of goods, wares. or merchandise, no person having the same 
interest with that of the party to the suit, in the question at 
issue, shall be competent as a witness on such trial, unless 
called to testify by the adverse party.” s 

‘And the question being on concurring with the Committee of 
the Whole— 

Some conversation 


but withdrew 


of the amendment, be- 


followed on a question of order, involv. 
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this amendment 
SPEAKER and 
PETRIKIN, 


ing inquiries às to the last process by which 
could be finally reached. and in which Mr. 
Messrs. ANDREWS, FILLMORE, RHETT, 
ADAMS, EVERETT, and CRAIG, participated. 

After which (a demand made by Mr. PETRIKIN for the pre- 
vious question having been rejected) the question was taken, 
and the amendment to the seciion was concurred in. . 

And the question thea recurring on agreeing to the section 
as amended, : 

Mr. FILLMORE movei to strike out the same. 


Mr. BROWN of Tennessee called for the reading of the sec- i 


tion; which having been read— 

Mr. ADAMS had a single word to say. l ] 
South Carolina, [Mr. Rugrr,) in opposing this section, had ar- 
gued as ifthe word “similar,” instead of same” (interest) had 
Deen intioduced into the bili; and much of his argument had 
been based on tae sunsttiurion ofthe ormer word or the lat 
ter; and even the Reporters for the National Intelligencer, who 
were generally very correct in their reports, had, m the paper 
issued this morning, taken up the expression vs -d by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, as though it were the expression 
contained in the biil. The words of the section were, that “no 

rsan having the same interest with that of the pariy to the 
suit,” should be competent as a witness, etc. Every member 
would see the difference between same and similar. A similar 
interest was one thing—the same interest was another. 

MI. A. was understood to add ihat this was tbe very point 
which he had met in Committee of the Whole. He wished to 
have the section peifectly understood by the House and the 
country. The bill did 20: propose to disqualify a person hav- 
ing a similar interest. The words were, having “the same in- 
terest.” And he wished the R+ porters of the Intelligencer par- 
ticularly to take notice oi this, and that the Editors of that paper 
should correct the statement in their publication of this day, by 
which the bill was represented as excluding persons having a 
similar, and not the same interest. 

Mr. HOLMES addressed the House at much length in oppo- 
sition to the principles and general feacures of the bill. He de- 
nounced itas fraught with incalculable evils. In the course of 
his remarks, (which will appear hereafter,) he contended that 
it was one of the most extraordinary measuresever introduced 
. intothe House, and was calculated to benefit the manufacturing 
at the expense of the commercial interests of the country. Algo, 
that the whole thing was based on a system of -tariff, which 
would expire in two.years. He went oa to show the conse- 
quences which must result from the adoption of so harassing a 

m at our Northern custom-houses, and contended that it 
would have the effect of driving the business to Texas and other 
Southern ports, from whence foreign merchandise would be 
smuggied through the couutry, in spite of all the Government 
could do to prevent it. It was therefore, in his opinion, a sui- 
cidal measure to the.North, whose cities must necessarily be- 
come deserted by the diversion of its commercial business to 
other points. He hoped gentlemen would pause before they 
adopted so dangerous a scheme. 

After which, Mr. PETRIKIN moved the previous question. 

And, after some conversation on a point of order, the ques- 
tion was taken, and there was a second. : 

And the main question (being on the motion of Mr, Fisi 
More to strike out the sec:ion) was ordered to be now taken. 

A motion to adjourn was made, and rejected. 

_Mr. FILLMORE asked the yeas and nays on the main quss- 
tion, which were ordered; and, being taken, were—yeas 72, 
naya 85, as follows: . 

EAS—Messrs. Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Biddle, Bond, A.V 
Brown, S. H. Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Clark, Colquitt, 
Conner, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, Davies, Dawson, Dellet, 
Fillmore, Fine, Fornance, Galbraith, Rice Garland, Goggin, 
Goode, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, Hand, John Hill of Virginia, 
John Hill of North Carolina, Hoffman, Holmea, Hunt, Charles 
Johnston, Leadbetter, Leet, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, Marchand, 
Monroe, Morgan, Palen, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Rancolph, 
Reed, Rhett, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Saltonstall, Sergeant, 
Shepard, Albert Smith, Truman Smith, Thomas Smith, Maniy, 
Storrs, Stuart, Sweney, Taliaferro, W, Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, John ite, 
and Wise—72. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Judeon Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Beatty, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Calhoun, 
Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Coles, James Cooper, Wm. R. 
Cooper, Cushing, Dana, John Davis, Dennis. Doan, Duncan, Earll, 
Eastman, Edwards, Ely, Evans, Floyd, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, 
Graves, Hammond, John Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hook, 
Hubbard, James, William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Na 
thaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leonard, McCarty, McCiel- 
lan, McCulloh, McKay, Mailory, Medil!, Mitchell, Montgomery, 
Naylor, Newhard, Ogle, Parrish, Parmenter, Partis, Petrikin, 
Prentiss, Ramee¥y, Rariden, Robinson, Shaw, Simonton, Slade, 
Steenrod, Swearingen, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Vander- 

l, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Edward D. 

ite, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and 
Worthington—8o. 

So the motion to strike out the section was rejected. 

The queation then recurred on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
for a third reading. mn 

Mr. MONROE asked leave at this time to make a brief per- 
sonal explanation. i 
- Andno objection having made— ae 

_ Mr. M. said that. he had received a letter this morning from 
the collector of the port of New York, in which that officer 
stated that he had been misrepresented by him, (Mr. M.) He 
simply wished to read to the House the contradiction which 
seemed to have occurred, that he might put himself and the 
collector right before the country. Ya the first place the letter 
said: : 


“I notice a letter under date of Sih instant, from Wasbington, 
Published in the Journal of Commerce of this morning, in which 
there is the following paragraph: ‘But it was stated to-lay by 
Mr. Adame that neither he nor his eommittee, nor the manufac- 
turers, had any thing to do with it. The bill was drawn up by 
Mr. Butler, the district attorney of New York, and Mr. Hoy, the 
collector, and came to the Commitiee on Manufactures through 
the Secretary of the Freasury.’ ” : 

Then came the part that more immediately affected him- 


- “There is also inthe same’ paper a letter from the same 
place, under date of the 9h atanh ia which there is a para- 
graph in these words, said to have been uttered by you: ‘The 
collector had shown hini the bill, but he told him that he did 
not approve of it, and that he did not consider it a Republican 


The gentleman from ` 


The brief explanation ofthis matter (said Mr. M.) is, that the 
collector is here made to say to me that which in fact I said to 
the collector. 

And the question again recurring on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed tor a third reading— 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved an adjournment, but the 
joas and nays being demanded and ordered, he withdrew the 
motion. 

The question was then put on ordering the bill to be read a 
third gma and decided by yeas and nays, as follews—yeas 122, 
nays 32, 


YEAS--Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, H. J. Anderson, An- 
drews, Atherton, Baker, Beatty, Beirne. Biddle, Blackwell, 
Briggs, A. V. Brown, Burke, Bynum, Calhoun, :Carr, Casey, 
Ciark, Coles, Connor, James Cooper, W. R. Cooper, Corwin, 
Cranston, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Davies, John Davis, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dellet, Duncan, Ear!, Eastman, Edwards, Ely, Evans, 
Fine, Floyd, Gaibraith, Gates, Goode, Graham, Green, J. Hastings, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hilt of North Carolina, 
Hook, Howard, James, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, 
Kemble. Kille, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, Lowei!, Lucas, McClel- 
lan, McKay, Maltory, Marchand Medill, Miller, Mitcheil, Mon- 
tanya, Montgomery, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Newhard, Ogle, 
Parmenter, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Randall, Ran, 
dalph, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Robinson, jr. Ryall, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shaw, Simonton, Slade, Albert Smith, 
Truman Smith, Thomas smith, Steenrod, Storrs, Strong, Stuart, 
Swearingen Sweney, Til!nghast. Toland, Triplett, Trumbuil, 
Turney, Underwood, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weiler, 
Kdward D. White, John White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Thomas W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, Jo- 
seph L. Williams, and Worthirgton--1<2. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Barnard, Boyd, Chapman, Chittenden, Cel- 
uitt, Crabb, Curtis, Dawson, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Goggin, 
raves, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hoffman, Holmes, Hub- 

bard, Hunt, Lewis, Monroe, Morgan, Parrish, Proffit, Edward 
Rogers, Shepard, Stanly, Sumter, ‘I'aliaferro, Waddy Thomp- 
son, Warren, and Wise 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. _ 

It was then read a third time, passED, and sent to the Senate 
for concurrence. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
` Wepnespay, May 13, 1840. 

A message was received, from the President of the United 
States, in reply to a reselution of the Senate of the 29ih De- 
cember, in relation to bonds issued by the Territory of Flurida; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition Alexander Coleman, pray- 
ing to be allowed to locate asection of land; which was referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memoral of a number of citizens 
of the State of Illinois, praying an appropriation for public 
land, to be applied to the construction of a railroad from the 
Atlantic io the Mississippi river, by the way of Boston and Buf- 
falo, New York; which was ordered to lay on the table and be 


printed. 
Pr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
to which was referred the bill to cede the public Jands to the 
States in which they lie, upon certain conditions, made a re 
port thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 
aon mrotlon 20,000, extra copies of the report were ordered to 
> printed. 
Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
was referred the memorial of Thomas Watkins, asked to bedis- 
charged from the further consideration thereor, which was 


agreed to. 
HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr, LUMPKIN said his object in rising was to ask the con- 
sideration, at this time, of a resolution which he had the honor 
to:introduce to the consideration of the Senate several wet ks 
ago, proposing to change the hour of the meeting of the Senate 
from 1210 11 o'clock, for the remainder of the present session of 
Congress. At that time the Senate declined acting upon the 
resolution, and ordered it tobe laid upon the table. The days 
have since continued to increase in length; and the mostim- 
portant business at that time, under the investigation of the se. 
veral committees of the Senate, is now before the Senate in the 
form of reports. Therefore we have no legislative duties which 
can now employ the entire forenoon of these long days. This 
morning, sir, (said Mr. L.) Twas up, aud beheld with admira- 
tion and delight, the glories of this lovely bright day spreading 
the rays of light over the beauties of nature, by which we are 
surrounded. I then paid the necessary attention to my per 
sonal comfort, enjoyed my morniig repast at break!ast; 
and then sajhed forth ina walk over a considerable portion of 
this extended city, enjoying my own reflection, and attending 
to some matters of business, at various points, in the line of 
my walk. Then, sir, I came to thie hail, at the hour of nine 
o'clock; since which time ] have written some half dezen let- 
ters, and directed and franked to my constituents several hun- 
dred communications, printed by order of the Senate for the in- 
formation of the people. . 

Sir, lam a member of four important standing committees 
of this Senate; I endeavor to discharge my full share of duty 
on these feveral committees; T have on my hands a very exten- 
sive and heavy correspondence, none of which is neglected; 
during the sessions of the Scnaie I am always at my 
post; and yet, sir, I find it difficult for me to find use- 
ful employment, out of this chamber, through these long 
forenoons. Sir, I have never been in the habit ef post- 

ning the commencement of my day’s work til] noon 

o, air: if the forenoon of all our days had been spent in idle- 
nesa, but very few of us would now have the honor of a seat in 
this honorab‘e body. 

For myself, sir, I am very sure that E should never have 
had the honor of a seat in this hall, ifthe mornings of my life 
had been spent in idleness and sloth. We may, sir, make plan- 
sible excuses for our waste of por time here, apologies which 
may satisfy ourselvesand eachother. But, sir, our beholders, 
the unofficial People, cannot respect or credit our excuses. The 
people ali know that noon is rather late to commence the task 
ofa full day’s work. A day's wages demands a day’s work; 
and it requires no argument tosusiain a proposition go simple 
and so plain, j z 

1 may -be-met by the-old argument, that the business of the 
Senate is greatly in advance of the House—that we havo al- 
ready disposed of the greater portion of our businese—that it 
will require. weeks for the House to pass upon the business 
already sent to that body by the Senate, All this is tue; yet 
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- in the hour of meeting. 


-do so, 


-committees leisure enough 


will notour example have its salutary effect? Let us do all that 
duty requires at our hands—leave nothing uadone, which ought 
to be done. 

Moreover, sir, the Senate hag still before it several very ime 

ortant and deeply interesting subjects to the whole country. 

herefore, by meeting atan earlier hour of the day. we shall 
afford more time for gentlemen fully to discuss these important 
subjects. Weare a talking people, sir—a talking Government. 
Let. usafford ample time for every honorable Senator to deliver 
himeelf fully and freely from all the burdens of the spirit of 
speech-making. Thope, sir, the resolution will be agreed to, 
and that we shall have an opportunity of witnessing the salu- 
tary effects of the proposed change. 


Mr. DIXON said he had been a member of the Senate too 
short a period to be able to correctly judge of the proper duties 
or hours of meeting for thebody. But he had no:iced that when 
rules were once established for the transaction of business in a 
deliberative body, it was best to adhere to them, unless there Was 
good reason for their altesation. Hehad listened attentively to 
the remarks of the honorable Senator from Georgia (Mr. Lump- 
KIN} who had offered this resolution, and he was convinced, from 
those remarks, that it woule not be good policy to change our 
present hour of meeting. It was known to every Senator that 
the business of this body was greatly in advance of that of the 
House, and therefore there was no plea of a pressure of busi- 
nesz to meet at an carlicr hour. The honorable Senator says 
that by the present arrangement he has a good deal of leisure; 
but if the hour was changed, it would make but litle change in 
this respect, as we would probably adjourn earlier in the atter- 
noon. By the Senator's accuuut, his hours are devoted to useful 
labor, and the proposed change would only abridge those useful 
hours. Beeides,sir, lic informed us that he has had time to take an 
excursion this delightful summer morning and to enjoy the 
scenery of this beautiful city and its environs. Of all this en- 
joyment he would have been deprived, had the hour of meeting 
been earlier. He has also mentioned that he has sent off two hun- 
dred communications to his constituents. Now, sir, would it 
not be wrong, by changing the hour of meeting. to deprive these 
constituents of the satisfaction which they undoubtedly derive 
from these communications of their honorable representative on 
this floor? For the business of the committee room, for atten- 
tion to the business of our constituents at the Departments, for 
answering the communications of our constituents, he consider- 
ed the leisure hours af the morning asthe moat appropriate and 
convenient, and on thisaccount he was opposed to any change 


Mr. SEVIER was much astonished atthe objections ofthe 
Senator from Rhode Island. Jiehad expected that the gentle- 
man, as one of the oldest members of the body, would set them 
an example of industry and good habits. Like his friend from 
Georgia, (Mr. Lumpxtn,] he was on two committees, and hard 
working committees they were, too, and he had not had, for a 
month, business enough to amuse him. After breakfast he 
could gethis horse and ride a few miles, and then be here 
some time in perfect idleness, before the business of the da 
commenced. He was glad that his friend from Georgia ha 
moved in thismatter, and he hoped that he would persist in it. 
Atall events, said Mr. 8. if we continue to meet here at 12 
o'clock, and sit here doing nothing, let those, whose fault it je, 
take the responsibility. He wanted to go home, and in order to 

they must despatch pom tly the public business. He 
hoped that hie friend from Rhode Island, who came from a hard 
working county, would join him in voting for this resolution. 
Let us, said he, meet early, andsit late, and discharge the busi: 
ness confided to us. We shali then be able to go home witha 
good conscience. Mt. 8. called for the yeas and nayson the 
question, which were ordered accordingly. 

Mr. NORVELL said if he believed that the change in the 
hour of meeting would accelerate the of the public 
buainees, he would most cheerfully vote in favor of the mo- ` 
tion. But we were already, as was well known, far ahead of 
the other branch cf Congrese in our business, and he could eee 
no good to be attained by meeting at an earlier hour, under 
piesent circumstances, 

Mr. DIXON said he could not submit, for a moment, to the 
imputation that his opposition to the motion was occasioned by 
disinclination to labor, or to further the business of the session. 
Buch amotive would comportilly with the habits and disposi- 
tion of the people which he had the honor in part to represent 
on this floor. - But the Senator from Arkansas was aware that 
our progress in business was dependent om the action of the 
House, and it was well known that the business of that body 
was greatly behind out own. And are we to come here at sun- 
tise, when we have np basiness before us to attend to? He was 
aware of the proverbial industry of the honorable Benator from 
Arkansas, and he was surprised at his complaint that his leigure 
time hung heavy on his handë, forit ie not generally the indus- 
trious who make such complaints. ‘Those disposed to be idle, 
are those whose time generally hangs heaviest. The industri- 
ous man always finds something te do. He thought the present 
arrangement was the best calculated to promote the conve- 
nience of members who had out-door business to attend to, and 
had heard nothing in the observations of gentlemen to change 
his opinion. ` 

Mr, KING thought that. him friend from Rhode Island: was 
mistaken with regard to the propriety of changing tbe time 
of meeting. He did not recollect, in the course of a very long 
service here, that the Congress of the United States had ever 
sat more than five months without changing the hour of meet- 
ing toll o’clock. The business of the country would be much 
better transacted if they took time to discuss each subject 
calmly and deliberately without being hurried off to get their 
dinners; and this could be done by meeting ope hour 
earlier in the morning. At the commencement of the 
sesziun it was necessary tJ allow the several standing 
in the mornings to mature 
the business for the action of the Senate; but after the 
cofamittees had made their reporte and the business 
was on their tables, there was no longer ahy reason forso late 
an hour of meeting as 12 0’cleck. For himself, he found that, 
with not a great degree of industry, the mornings were long 
erough for all hie ordinary business, not connected with his 
legislative duties, and in that time he had leisure enough to 
look over a great many papere connected with legislation; Tie 
thought there had been a diepoaition to protract this session to 
‘an unreasonable extent. He knew not why it was that they 
should not follow the example set shem by the House of Re 
presentatives, which now met:-at eleven. ' Sey body from 
every gentleman understood, had Pr o w understood there 
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and proceed with the business entrusted to them. 
His impression was, that ifgentiemen would be disposed to look 
mye at the business of the coun ry, and less to matters beyond 
these walla, they would get aleng better with their legislative du- 
tiea, and be able to bring the eossion to a close much sooner. He 
had no disposition to prevent discussions here. He liked to 
hear them, and wished the people to bave light on all the im- 
porant questions brought up before Congress, of which there 
were several. There was the bankrupt question, which he 
had no hesitation in saying would require a considerable dis. 
cussion. The people wished information on this subject, and 
he himge!f had some doubts with regard to it, and therefore 
wished to hear it fully discussed. He hoped the resolution 
would ba adoped, and thatthe business of the Senate might be 
commenced at an earlier hour ofthe day. 

The question wag then taken on the adoption of Mr. Lump- 
KIN’s Mution, and it was carried—ayee 22, noes 17, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthvert, Davis, Fulton, Grun ty, Henderson, Hubbard, King, 
Knight, Lumpkin, Mou'on, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Wal, Williams, and Wrisht—22. 

NAYS—~—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Dixon, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Porter, Prentiss. Roane, Ro- 
binson, Ruggles, Southard, Strange, Tallmadge, Webster, and 


Young—l¥. 
` BILLS PASSED. 
The bill authorizing the granting of letters testamentary 
and of administration to aliens ia the District of Columbia; 


nestly to work, 


and 

The bill for the relief of certain companies of Michigan 
militia; 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bill to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States being taken up, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN spoke at length in opposition to the 
substitute proposed by the minority of the Commitee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. WALL replied to the remarks of Mr. C.; and after some 
further remarks by Messrs. WEBSTER and WALL, 

The Senate went into Executive session, 

And then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weopnecpay, May 13, 1840. 
Mr. HENRY of Pennsylvania, by general con- 


sent, presented a memo: ial from a large number on {/ 


the cit.zeos of Beaver county, Peansylvania, pray- 
ing for an increase of the tariff so as tọ give af 
ample protection to all kinds cf goods manufac- 
tured in the United States; which was accompanied 
with the proceedings of a pubiic meeting on that 
subject held ia said county. All of which, on mo- 
tion, were referred to the Committee on Manufac- 


tures. 

Mr. BEIRNE presented petitions in re’ation to 
Peggy Duncan; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina presented a 
memorial of the members of the bar of the courts 
of the District of Columbia, and of o'her citizens 
of said District, praying that an innocent defen- 
dant, who has beea acquitted of a criminal charge, 
may be reimbursed his taxed costs: referred to the 
Commit ee for the District of Columbia. < 

Mr. FLETCHER presented the petition of Harry 
Richardson, of the S:ate of Vermont: referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Postmaster General, communicating the 
information called for by the House cn the 6th of 
April, in relation to the delay and irregularity of 
the mails between the cities of New York and Bos- 
ton; which was laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
letier from the Secretary of the Navy, trausmitting 
the information called for by the House on the 61h 
of April, in relation to the establishment of a naval 
station south of the Chesapeake Bay; which was, 
on motion of Mr. BANKS, ordered to Jie on the 
table, and be printed. 

A pnumbef of -Senate bills on the Speakers 
table werg read twice, and appropriately re- 
ferred. 7 E 
THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Thefir-t subject in order was the report of the 
Selee¥Committee on Public Printing; the resolu- 
tiongfin the report were read. 

T. EVANS moved to amend by striking out all 
thefresolntions, and inserting another set of resolu- 
ighs reported by the minority of the committee. ` 
Thesz, also, were read. 

Mr. E; inquired whether the chairman of the 
committee had any exposition to present of. the 
grounds of the report. 

Mr. BLACK said it had been his intention to 
say nothing on the report; the report itself con- 
tained the measures proposed by the committee, 
and the reasons on which they founded them. If 
the minority of the committee had any thing to 
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submit in eppositton, or in preference of any other 
plan, he was ready to hear, and would then reply. 
‘The report of the minority referred to the present 
Congress only; that of the majority contained no 
such restriction. 

Mr. EVANS addressed the House in explana- 
tion of the report of the minority of the committee. 
The minority did report a pian for the present 
Congress only, because the directions of the House 
to the committee (which had been drawn up by 
Mr. Brack himself) went no further, and because 
this House had no authority to prescribe for futare 
Congresses. That must be done by law, and not 
by a simple resoluticn of one of the Houses. 

Mr. E then went inio an expositicn of the 
report. The majority had been in favor of a ge- 
neral reduction of 15 per cent. from the standard 
fixedin 1819; thé minority, of an average reduction 
of 25 per cent. He compared the prices of mate- 
rials and of labor in 1819 and at the prescnt time; 
and also the great difference in the am-unt of 
work crdered; and went into a series of calcula- 
tions to show the profit accruing under the present 
rates of printing, and inferred the propriety of a 
larger reduction than that reported by the majority 
of the committee. He stated that the chief expen- 
diture in printing was occas‘oned by printing extra 
numbers of documents proceeding from the Depart- 
ments, especially those containing a great deal of 
figure work; and on these documents the profits 
ot the printer were the largest; the chief proñt 
being on paper and press-work, in both of which 
great reductions had taken place. - 

He went into the deductions to be made for ex- 
tra labor at night and on Sundays, and for the in- 
equality of the pressure on the office, but thought 
these were greatly overrated; the introduction of 


power presses havirg obviated the necessity of į 


keeping so many hands under wages while without 
steady employment. He dwelt on the peculiar ad- 
vantages enjoyed by the Congressional printers in 
the promptitude and certainty of payment; the 
absence of dead stock on their hands. Mr. E. 
then went into the mystery of printers “fat,” 
which he explained and endeavored to make com- 
prehensible tothe House, and insisted that this 
‘fav? more than made up for all disadvantage 
trom illegibie copy, night work, &c. 

Mr. E. next referred to the opinions of witnesses 
as to the proper ra'e of deduction to be made from 
the prices paid to the Printer of Congress, quoting 
from the p'inted testimony submitted with the re- 
port, and .arguing to show that an average of 
twenty-five percent might be deducted, and yet 
leave a large profit to the printers; but he proposed 
to distribute the deduction in different proprortions 
on different classes of the work done; the reasons 
for whicn he explained at great length. 

He stated the offer of Messrs. Gideon, Stam- 
baugh, and others, to execute the work at this ge- 
neral rate of deduction, end went into extensive 
calculations to show the existing profis of B'air 
and Rives, in confirmation of the general views he 
had submitted, exclusive of the printing for tne Se- 
nate and the binding of documen's, &c. 

He concluced by insisting that by the establish- 
ment of a Government prioting-cflice the work 
might be better done, and for half the money now 

aid. 

Mr. BLACK adverted to the incapacity of men 
not professionally acquainted with printing to form 
a correct judgment of the details cf the present 
He referred to portions of the testimony 
taken before the c«mmittee, given by parties who 


had heretofore executed the Congressional print- j 


ing, and on whose testimony the majority of the 
committee mainly relied; and argued to show that, 
taking this testimony as true, it would be unrea- 
sonab'e and injurious to reduce the p:esent prices 
more than fifteen per cent. He dwelt upon the 


great and peculiar hazards attending the invetment ; 


of large capital; on the chance of executing, for 
any period of time, the public printing of Congress; 
the immense loss from dead capital lying absolute- 
ly useless on the hands of the proprietors, some- 
times for years together; the irtegularity of the 
employment; on the necessity which compelled the 
Printer to keep a large and extra number of work- 
men, who were employed also in extra hours, and 


| Vented steam ey'inder press. 


: &e. 
i iato consideration, te believed it would be :ound, 
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i fifteen per cent, 


: tacught proper. 


of course at ex:ra compensation, which went greatly 
to add to the expenses incurred. 

Mr. B. admi:ted the reduction in the price of pa- 
per, but doubied whether there was any strength in 
the argument which hed been urged, that additional 
cheapness was atiaiued by the nse of the newly in- 
There was, indeed, 
addidonal faci:ity in printing; bat he considered 
that, if not mere than counlerbelanced, it was at 
least dearly peid for, by the crigina!l cost of the 
press—which was atout $3,000—the wages Cf the 
engineer, the outlay fur oil, foel, and water, the 
wear and tear of the type, the destruction of paper, 
If gentlemen would take all these matters 


when they run the para lel between the expeuse of 
printing by the oli hand press and that of the steam 
press, that there wax no ma e:ial diference, if any, 
in favor of the laiter. He blamed no man’s no-s 
tions of economy; he only submited his own, and 


| he was willing to submit them to his ccystituents, 


He believed, if the cffizers of tue Government 
were better paid, there would be fever delinquen- 
cies and more efficient service. He would not 
stand by and see any man cheat the Government, 


' but he and his constituents felt a deeper interest in 
' the efficient discharge of the duties of the office, 


(whatever it might be,) than he did in regard to 
the dollars and cents; and he believed that, it more 
attention were paid to the former consideration, and 
less to the latter, it would be tor the benefit of the 
country. 

Mr. B. replied to the argument that the public 
printing bad ixcreased greatly within a few years, 
He admitted the fact; bet who was to blame? The 
printer or ex-prinier? Surely not. This was an 


. extravagance which was to be charged to the 


body itseli; and cou'd net be heid es an argument 
why the printer should not be paid a proper 
amount for his labor. Was the niinter to be re- 
duced and cut down to a starving salary because 
the House itself chose to expend more money 
than onght to be expended on public printing ? 
Nothing could be more unreasonable—nothing 
more unjust Cengress itself was answerable, 
Would they reform it? Order no more documents 
and frivolous reports, &c. to be printed. The re- 
medy was to cease to rnake those wild, extravagant 
arders to print dccuments which were u ed only 
for wrapping pape”. 

In conclusion, Mr. B. alluded to the report of 
the majority, which recommended a deduction of 
He candidly confessed, however, 
that he did not think that that would“ leave 
the printer a fair and sufficient compensation, nor 
such as he ought to receive even in comparison 
with other avocations in life involving outlay of 
capital, and a hazard greater than that attending 


i any other business in the country. He did not 


believe that the printer could get along with that 
reduction; but the House could decree it if they 
Fr his own part, he should vo'e 
against the resolution. He thought that the very 
lowest reduct:on shouid te ten per cent. and even 
under that he thuvght the printer would make but 
poorly out. 

Mr. R.GARLAND wished, he said, to state 
some facts, but as there were only some thirty mem- 
bers present, he weuld move that the House take a 
recess. [It was now aquarter past 3 o’cl ck } 

Mr. R. GARLAND said, well, then, the House 
would not take a recess, he would move an ad- 
journment; on which motion the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 15,- 
nays 52. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. RAMSEY moved a call of the House; 
which metion was rejected. 

Mr. ADAMS addressed a remark to the Cuar, 
which was understocd to be that he was willing to 
stay here as long as any one; but as the House 
could not do business without a quorum, and as 
they would not adjourn, he supposed they had no- 
thing to do but sit there and amuse themselves in 
the best way they could. . 

Mr. CUSHING said that it was not just that the 
gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. Gartanp] should 
address seventy members on a business question, 
which required the presence and intelligence of 


all. He would therefore move that the House ad- 
joura 

On which motion the yeas and nays were askcd 
and ordere’; and teing taken, were—yeas 32, 
nays 63. . 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved a call of the House; 
which was rejected. f 

Mr. CURTIS moved that the House adjourn. 


Oa which motion the yeas and nays were asked | 


and ordered. : 
Mr. CURTIS thereupon withdrew the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. ADAMS renewed it, remarking that the 
House might as well be listening to the cali of the 
yeas and nays as doing nothing. 

And the yeas and nays were asked and or- 
dered. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND desired to state that 
though he.shou!ld be glad to state a few facts, and 
to say something in reply to arguments that had 


been urged on the other side, still he was willing , 


that the question should be taken, if ihe House was 
so disposed. 

After a brief conversation, the question was 
taken, and the vote sicod—yeas 37, nays 71. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. HENRY moved a cail of the House, and 
asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered; and 
being taken, were—yeas 70, nays 50. 

So the call was ordered. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, but had 
made only a little progress therein, when, on mo- 
tion of Mr. DAWSON, all further proceedings on 
the call were suspended. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND then offered to amend 
the amendment by a resolution setting forth that as 
it appeared that offers had been made to execute 
the public prioting—one at 25 per cent. less than 
the prices fixed by the joint resolution of March 
3, 1819—and the other at 20 per cent. less than 
said prices—this House did not deem it expedient 
to pay the printer there of a higher compensation 
than that for which other persons who were com- 
petent to do the work were willing to perform it. 

Mr. EVANS accepted this resolution as a mo- 
difcation, by way of preamble, to his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked if it was in order to 
assume facts by way of recital? 

Mr. RICE GARLAND said he was assuming 
nothing. The testimony which had been taken 
before the committee would fully substantiate that 
such offers had been made. Mr. G. then referred 
to the evidence of particular individuals, and to 
their qualifications to testify; in doing which, he 
replied to numerous statements made by Mr. 
Bracs in relation thereto, and contended that the 
whole report of the majority was based upon a sin- 
g'e erroneous calculation, or statement, given in 
testimony—unintentionally erroneous, no doubt, 
but still erroneous. Mr. G. entered into a minute 
examiaalion and comparison of prices, witha view 
to show the. accuracy of the conclusions in the re- 
port of the minority, and invited the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. Biacx] to show that a single 
error had occurred in the figures upon which that 
report was based. He dwelt on the amount of 
capital aama to be invested—on the expenses 
incurred of ali kinds—on the nett profits admitted 
to be received—contending that, even after the re- 
duction proposed by the minority should have been 
made, a sufficient, an abundant remuneration 
would be left to the. printer—a nett prcfit greater 
than that realized on any other fair and honest m- 
vestment of capital; and this, too, after all the risk 
and hazard to which allusion had been made had 
been taken into consideration, and which, he said, 
were scarcely heard of with reference to any other 
than Congressional printing. 

Mr. G. referred to the proceedings in the com- 
mittee, (as they appeared on the journal which had 
been priuted, and which led to some explanations 
between Messrs. GARLAND, EVANS, and 
BLACK,) with a view to show that no original 
proposition or plan for the reduction of the prices 
of the public printing had been submitted by the 
chairman of the committee, {Mr. Bracg,} in the 
first instance, but ihat he had been drawn into a 
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sanc ion of the propos'tion for a reduction of fifteen '' of Boston 
per cent. az the lowest of the two propositions Nl belon a 


made for that object, by the faet that members of 
the committee on both sides were found to be in 
favor of reduction to a greater or less extent. 

He wouid not follow the gentleman frum Geor- 
gia throngh the motives which he had imputed, 
rather indirectly to be sure, toa certain portion 


of the House in regard to the increase of public i 


printirg. The House might be responsible for the 


: amount of printing which it thought proper to or- 


der; and he (Mr. G.) and those who acted with 
him, did not say that the printer was to be made 


responsible, or to be cut down to a starving salary `: 


for that. But they did say that the printer would be 
well and liberally compensated by a much less 
amount of profit. The compensotion, after all the 
matiers to which the gentleman from Georgia had 
referred, as adding to the expenses and ri-ks of a 
printing establishment, including the high rates of 
insurance and every thing else, was most extra- 
vagant, and suchas ought no longer to be tole- 
rated. 
Mr. Garuann having concluded— 


Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out all after | 


the word “Resolved,” in the amendment to the ori- `` 


ginal resolution, and insert the fo'lowing: “That the 


| printing for this House shall hereafter be paid for 


at a rate of tea per cent. less than the prices fixed 
by the joint resolution of March, 1819. 

“Resolved, That the printing executed for this 
House since the election of printer, shall be paid 
for as heretofore provided for, and agreeably to 
all the reservations and provisions contained in the 
joint resolution of the 3d of March, 1819.” 

Mr. P. said he would make no remarks beyond 
this; that he thoucht the majority and the minority 
of the commitiee were both wrong in their conclu- 
sions Upon acriical examination of the testi- 
mony of Messrs. Gales and Seaton, and others, wito 
have the best practical knowledge of the business, 
it would be found that the printers could not stand 
the reduction proposed. He believed his proposi- 
tion was about a fair medium between the ex- 
tremes, and the most just one; and he, therefore, 
moved the previous question. ; 

Mr. DAVIS of Penusylvania moved a call of 
the Hous’; which was ordered—ayes 60, nays 56. 

Mr.-UNDER WOOD said it was near 7 o’clock, 
and if the cali was proceeded in they would be 
kept here a long time before itcould be completed, 
and he therefore moved an adjournment. 


Mr. ATHERTON demanded the yeas and nays; | 


which were ordered, and were—yeas 63, nays 83. 

So the House sefused to adjourn. 

Mr. GALBRAITH said it was now obvious that 
there was a quorum present, and he moved to dis- 
pense with all further proceedings in the call. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and 
nays; and which having been ordered, _ 

Mr. GALBRAITH wit drew his motion. 

The call was then proceeded in till 173 members 
answered to their names; when 


Mr. BANKS moved that all farther proceedings | 


in the call be dispensed wuh. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina moved that 
the House adjourn. 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the 
which were net ordered. 

Then, before completing the call, 

The House adjourned. 


yeas and nays 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, May 14, 1840. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented a remonstrance from 


merchants of the city of New York against the bill | 


recently passed by the House of Representatives 
for the better enforcement of the revenue laws; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of 
John M. Sarchett, of the city of Philadelphia, stai- 
ing that there were four conflicting decisions on the 


revenue law in relation to imported iron, and | 


asking legislative action in the premises; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. DAVIS presented a memorial from citizens 
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» praying for the establishment of a fog 
certain island in the harbor of Boston; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to extend the privilege of de- 
benture on the exportation of foreign merchendise 
in certain casts; which was read, and crdered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. N. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill fixing the compensation of the collector of 
the pert of St. Louis; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading, and the report ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee cn Commerce, 
reported a bill authorizing the harbors of Sippican 
and Mattapoisett, in the State of Massachusetts, to 
be known hereafter as ports under those names; 
which was read a first and second time, ard or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Commitiee on Com- 
merce, repcrted a bill making appropriations for 
the continuance of cperaticns for deepening the 
channel at the mouth of the Mississippi river; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 


: to which was referred 


The petition of Thomas Amerman, and 
The petition of Samuel Cozad; 
made adverse reports thereon; which were ordered 


‘ to be printed. 


Mr. PRENTISS from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred 
. The petition of Richard Elliott; and 

The petition of Shearborn Dearborn; 
made adverse reports thereon; which were ordered 
to be printed. ' 

Mr. WHITE, from ihe Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Benjamin 
Owens, made an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

The joint resolution to appoint a joint commit- 
tee on the subject of the Documentary History of 
the United States, with a view to the discontinu- 
ance thereof, was read a third time, and passed; and 
Messrs. HUBBARD, WEBSTER, and ALLEN, 
appointed said committee on the part of the Se- 


nate. 
GENERAL ORDERS. 

The bill to create an additional Jand office in the 
State of Michigan, and for other purposes; and 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of David Stone; 
were severally considered as in committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill for the relief of William Bennett was 
discussed as in committee of the whole by Messrs. 
WILLIAMS, HUBBARD, YOUNG, LUMP- 
KIN, and WHITE, and indefinitely postponed— 
ayes 20, noes 18, ` : 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bill to establish a uniform system of bank- 

ruptcy throughout the United States being taken 


up, 

Mr. HENDERSON spoke at length in opposi- 
tion to the substitute proposed by the minority of 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALL replied to the remarks of Mr. H.; 
and after some further remarks by Messrs. CRIT- 
TENDEN, GRUNDY, WEBSTER, NORVELL, 
and TAPPAN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, May 14, 1840. 


When the House adjourned on yesterday, the 
subject before the House was the report of the 
Select Committee on Printing. The question 
pending, was the amendment of Mr. Perainin to 
sirike out all af-er the word “Resolved” in the 
amendment cffered by the minority of the cem- 
mittee, and to insert the following: 

“That the printing for this House shall hereafter 
be paid for at a rate of ten per cent. less than 
the prices fixed by the joint resolution of March, 


“Resolved, That the printing executed fer this 
House since the election of printer, shall be paid 
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for as heretofore provided fer, and agreeably to all 
the reservations and provisions contained in the 
joint resolution of the 3d of March, 1819.” 

The House havirg adjourned on yesterday in 
the midst of an unfinished call, 

Mr. BRIGGS now moved that all further pro- 
ceedings on that call be suspended. 

Mr. GRAVES hoped not. He desired to have 
a full House when the question was teken. 

The SPEAKER stated that, if the call was pro- 
ceeded in, it would extend only to those mem- 


bers who were absent at the call of the roll Jast | 


evening. 

On motion of Mr. GRAVES, all further pro- 
ceedings on that call were suspended; and Mr. 
MORGAN moved a (new) call of the House. 

Mr. GRAVES asked the yeas and nays, which 
were orvered, 

The SPEAKER then s‘ated that the first busi- 
ness tefore the House was the question of privi- 
lege, be-ng the report of the Select Committee raised 
to investigate the facts in the case of Messrs. R. 
Garland and BYNUM. 

So Mr. MORGAN suspended his motion for a 
call of the House, and Mr. GRAVES withdrew 
his motion for the yeas and nays. 


In reply to an inguiry from Mr. BLACK, the ' 


SPEAKER siated that the report of the Select 
Commitee cn Printing wou'd be the business next 
in order, after the care of privilege should have 
been disposed of. a 

BREACH OF,PRIVILEGE. 

The business now péfore the Hoss: being the 
“report of the Selec ommiltee appeinted to in- 
vestigate the facts # lative to the ciscrder and per- 
sokal violence wfich tock place in the House be- 
ntwocf jÉ members, to wit, Rice GARLAND 
yNneM,”? 

JERWOOD hoped, incase the report 
was taken up, that either prompt action would b2 
had thereor, or that ibe matter would be indefi- 
nitely postponed. With that view, he would take 
the liberty of presenting some reso'utions he had 
prepared, for the purpose of submitting a few 
points for the conside:ation of the House. 

. In making the motion for the appointment of a 
committee to inviiesgate this matter, he had been 
careful to word it in such a way as not to require 
the committee to report any proposition for the 
action of the House. He had good reasons for so 
doing, which would appear in the seque}. What 
he now proposed came eutirely from himself as 
an individual member of the Elouse, withcout being 
sanctioned by any member of the committee, in any 
way whatever, When on the ecmmiitee, he did 
pot think be had, under the resoiution of the House, 
any rght to recommend any such propositicn for 
their action, but had intenced to offer the resolu- 
tions he now presented, when the matter shall be 
taken vp by the House. 

Atthe request of Mr. CORWIN, 
yielded the floor for a moment. 

Mr. CORWIN then said that, as he was com- 
pelled to leave the city on indispensable business, 
he would ask the House to grant him leave of ab- 
sence for three weeks from Saturday next. 

And the leave was granted. 

And, on his motion, Mr. Corwin was discharged 
from further service as chairman of the Committee 
on Public Lands, 

- Mr. CRABB of Alabama asked to be excused 
from futher service on the Committee of Elections. 
He took this course from a sense of duty no less to 
himself than to the pariies to the several contests 


Mr. U. here 


pending before that committee. Such were the ge- |) 
moral, political, or official character of any one. 


neral state of his health and his imperiovs duties 
to his immediate constituents, as to forbid his giv- 
ing tba: a‘'ention to the important questions before 
the commitice, which he was in the habit of giving 
all matiers coming specially uncer his considera- 
tion, and he felt that, under the circumstances, to 
omit the request he had now preferred to the House, 
would bz palpable injastice to the parties cencerned, 
to the House, and to himsel. He felt that he could 
not sustain himself under the severe labor which 
must necessarily be incurred by every member of 
that committee who shall do his duty, and less than 
that he was unwilling to do in any capacity in 
which he may be called to act. He assured the 


| 
| 
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House that, if it were praciicable for him further 
to prosecute his duties cn said committee in a pro- 
per manner, he sheuid be vry far from making 
this request. 

And Mr, C. was excused. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD then resumed, and said he . 


would make a few comments on the resolutions he 
intended to oer, but which he desired might be 
first read by the Ciera. The resolutions were 
then read, as follow: 

Resolved, That experience has shown the neces- 
sity of defining with clearness what shall consiiute 


| disorderly conduct, and a contempt of this House, 
` and of preseriBing the punishment for the offence 


before the deed is done. 

Resolved, That it is incompatible with the spirit 
of the Constitution, if not in conflict with its letter, 
to punish a citizen or a member of Corgress for dis- 
orde:ly conduct, for a contempt, or a breach of pri- 
vilege, until the nature of the offence, the facts ne- 
cessary to constitute it, and the punishment to be 
inflicted, have been clearly defined and promulga- 
ted. 

Resolved, therefore, That the following shall 
henceforth constitute a part of the standing rules of 
this House, viz: 

1. If any person or persons within the Capitol, 
or any of the enclosed grounds around it, or within 
any sireet passing by or around such enclosed 
groonds, shall hereafter make a noiss, or do any 


other act disturbing of interrupting the delibera- | 


| tions or business of the House of Representatives, 


: or any of its committees, the person or persons £0 | 


cffending, teing thereof convicie?, by a vote or re- 


so'ution of the House, shall, for such contempt, be || 


severely reprimanded, or imprisoned not less than 


one nor more than ten days, at the discretion of the 
| House of Representatives. 


2, If any person or persons shall hereafter as- 


| efult or strike any member of the House of Repre- 


sentatives, or any other person within the Capitol, 


i or any of the enclosures around the grounds of the 


` Cani'ol, except it te in self-de'ence, or some lawful 


purpose, the person or persons 50 offending shall 
be adjudged guilty of a contempt to the House of 


: Reprisentatives; and being thereof convicted, by a 


vote or resolution of the House, shall! be imprison- 


. ed therefor for a space of time not less than sixty 


nor more than one hundred and eighty days, at the 
discretion of the House of Representatives. 

3. The perscn or persons offending within the 
purview of the two preceding rules, or either of 
them, shall: be arrested by the Sergeant-at-amms, 
upon ihe warrart of the Speaker, to be issued upon 


: the oath or affirmation of the party applying there- 


for. 

4. Any member of the House who shall, by con- 
tumelious wordsor actions, insult any other mem- 
ber of Congress within the Capitol, or any of the 
enclosures around it, ine’nding the enclosure to the 


east of the Capitol, shall, on conviction thereof, by 


a vote or resolution of the House, te severely re- 


' primended for the first offence, and expelled for 
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| tional joint rele of the two Houses: 


the second. ; 
5. Any member of the House who shall assau't 


! or strike any other member of Congres3 within the 
| Capitol, or within any of the enclosures around it, 
| including the enclosure to the east of the Capitol, 


uniess in self-defence, or some. lawful purpose, 


shall, on conviction thereof, by a vote or resolution ; 


of the House, te expelled. 
6. It shall require a majority of four-fifths to 


| suspend the ru'es in order to permit a member to 
| notice end repel any statements which may be 


found in print or manuscript, reflecting upon the 


7. Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tetives, That the following shall constitute an addi- 
In cases of 
personal insult or conflict between a Senator and 


| Representative, a committee of two from the Ee- 


to inves igate the facts, and report to their respec- 
tive Houses the facts of the case; whereupon that 
Honse of which the party in default,is a member, 
shall proceed to punish him according to the rules 
of either body which he may have violated. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON rese to inquire of 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Unprrwoop) 


| 
i 


ij 
nate and three from the House shall be appointed ; 
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whether it was his intention that these resolutions 
should first be considered and acted on, before the. 
House had considered the report made by the com- 
mittee? 

Mr. PETRIKIN (pending Mr. Unperwoon’s 
reply to Mr. Jcun-on) rose to a question of order. 
He submitted to the Chair that these resolutions 
were Separate and dis'inct from the report of the 
commitie2, and that they could not be entertained, 
save by a suspension of the rule. 

The SPEAKER was cf cpinion, he said, that 
these resolutions were germane to the subject. The 
commi:ee had reporte! the facts, these facts were 
before the House, and it was in order for gen'le- 
men to move any reselutions appertaining thereto. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he would show the re- 
levancy cf tbere resolutions to the report of the 
committee, and hoped also to be able to show that 
they ought to be atopted. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON then requested the 
genilemau from Kentucky to answer his interro- 
gatory, whether it wa: his (Mr. U’s) intention that 
these resolutions should be considered and acted 
upon before the House bad considered the repoit of 
the committee. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said, yes—ne wished these 
resolutions to be acted upon first, and he wished 
them to be the only action of the House on the sub- 
ject. It was his desire to show briefly the reasons 
which induced him to offer them. 

Mr. U. afer explaining the purport of the Ist 
and 2d resolutions, proceeded to say that it was 
needless to call the attention of members to the 
provisions cf the Constitation which laid down the 
principles he had enumerated. Allhere were fully 
aware of them. He «ould then ask whether this 
House had ever unde'taken t0 prescribe what 
should constitute contempt or disorderly conduct. 
Look at the rules: from the foundation of the Go- 
vernmert down to this time, there was not a sen- 
tence on this subject. Upon what, then, did the 
whole system depend? It depended upon legisla- 
tive usage, without the positive action of any le- 
gistative body; and we had to collect authorities on 
the subject in the history of the British Parliament, 
in the history of this body, and in the history of 
the various legistative assemblies of this country. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON rose to a point of 
erder. In his opinion, it was impossible to punish 
the gentlemen, who were not, by the laws of the 
House or of the country, subject te punishment 
before these resolutions were introduced. He 
thought the resolutions were not relevant to the 
matter. 

The SPEAKER said there could be no doubt 
that these resolutions were in order, inasmuch as 
they were germane to the subject-matter of the re- 
port.. That report related to a case of breach of 
privilege. On examination, the gentieman from 
Keutucky had been of opinion that there was no 
remedy for that particular case, but that it fuc- 
nished a strong inducement to pass laws or resolu- 
tions to govern the conduct of the House, and by 
which such occurrences might, in future, be pre- 
vented. 

Mr. PETRIKIN appealed from the decision of 
the Cuair. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON had one word to say. 
These resolutions, he understood, were not the re- 
sult of the deliberations of the committee; they 
were not reported officially as the results of that de- 
liberation; but they came from an individual mem- 
ber of the committee. They were nct the official 
acts of the organ of the House, but of one indi- 
vidual member of it. 

The SPEAKER said that cases had frequently 
occurred in which the committee reported merely 
facts, and in which some member moved a resolu- 
tion connected with the subject matter of that report. 
For instance, in the contested election between 
Prentiss and Word and Claiborne and Gholsen, 
the committee reported only the facts; a geatleman 


then rose, and moved that one party or the other 


were not entitled to their seats. That was a resola- 
tion growing out of the facts of the case. 

Mr. PETRIKIN regretted his ideas of order dif- 
fered from those of the Cmar, and it was with 
great reluctance that he had taken the appeal. Bat 
if these resolutions of the gentleman from Ken- 


ee ee ee 


tucky were permitted to pass, it would be establish- 
ing a bad precedent. Here arepert was made 


from a committe, giving the facts of a certain trans- 


i 


it 
Hi 
is 

i 


j: 
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actisn, and, under pretence of acting ander that =. 


report, a gentieman wished to introduce resolutions 
of the most dangeirous tendency, calcu‘ated, among 
other things, to destroy the right of trial by jary. 
He contended that the resolutions had no, relevan- 
` ay or connexion, either ‘directly or indirectly, 
with the report of the committee. They had no 
bearing whatever upoa the report, and coasequent- 
ly the House could have no action upon them. 
For instance, one portion of the resolution referred 
to disturbances on the highway; aod was that rele- 
vant to the subject of the report? Certainly not. 
He was therefore compelled, as a matter ot duty, 
to make the appeal. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST conterded that the reso- | 


lotions were perfectly in order; and inasmuch as 
the committee had recommended no action, it was. 
proper for any member to propcse that which the 
gommittse were not instructed to do. 


Mr. BRIGGS considered the resolutions as hav- 


ing no relation to the report of the commi:ee. In 
case they should be adopted, the report 
main undisposed of untouched. 

- Mr. BANKS thought that the Speaker and the 
House weald bear witness that he had never risen 
to a ques‘iun of order sise2 he had first taken his 
seat on the fluor, end it was with extreme regret 
that he ever said any thing in relation to such 
ques:ions, as ii was always with paiatul emcl.ons 
that he ever disagreed with the opinion of tae pre- 
siding offcer. 


would re- 


. In the present case it was his dejiberate judgment | 
that the Cuar was wrong in deci‘ing this resolu- ; 


tion, offered by the gentlemen fiom Kentucky, to 
Le in order. He, Mr. B. considered them as to- 
tally irrelevant io ibe qnestivun before the House, 


inasmuch as they referred only to such cases as 


might hereafter occur, and did not touch the pre- | 
Besides, ` 


sent unpleasant and disagreeable affair. 
the resoiution interfered and infiinged on the stand- 
ing rules of the House. He perfectly agreed with 
the gentleman from Massachuset!s [Mr. Brisas] that. 
whatever dissositicn we might make of these re- 
solations,, the report of ihe commitiee wiil remain 
untouched 

As to the case of Messrs. Claiborne and Ghol- 
son, io which the gentleman from Kentucky had 
referred, that did not bear him out in the 
position he had taken; for the resolutions of- 
fered on that occasion were based on the evi- 
dence accompanying the report, and were, 
therefore, perfectly relevant. But, were these 


resolutions based upon the evidence or the facts of | 


the report? No: they have nothing to co with the 
report of the committee. If the gentieman had 


would have been in order. 
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establish a system of law,so as to apply to allsuch |} WOOD, in oposition to the decision of the Chair, 


cases. But how was the appeal sustained by the 
gentlemen from Virginia and Pennsylvania? Why, 
on the ground that the resointions interfered and 


infringed on the standing rute of the Honse. Now | 


the fact was, the resolutions interfered wiih no a 
standing rule. i: 


Mr. BANKS referred him to the standing rule : 


which provides that two-thirds shall be required for 
the expulsion of a member, whereas one of the re- 
solutions proposed four-fifths. 
interference on one of the standing rules? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD admitted that in this in- 


Was not that an - 


i 


stance his resolations were not in order, and he ` 


was willing to withdraw that portion, ; 
The SPEAKER modified his decision so far as : 
to except that portion of the resolutions, which pro- 
posed a change of the rule; the rule, as at present , 
existing, requrirg one day’s nouce of amendment. | 
Mr. BANKS said as the gentleman had now 
charged the issue, and intended to propose some ac- 


ap-eal. : 
E r. VADERPOEL demanded the the previous 
question on the appeal. i 
Mr. BOYD moved to lay the whole subject on ' 
the table. | 
Mr. BRIGGS asked the yeas avd nays; which | 


were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 83, | 


nays 96. 


table wasrejecied. 
And the question recurring on the demand fur 


the previous question on the appeal, there was a 


sec nil. 

And the mhin question was ordered to be 
taken. 

Mr. PROF FIT demanded the yeas and nays on 
the main quest:on, which were ordered. 

On the r-quisttion of the CHAIR, Mr. W.C. 
Ieunson reduced his poist of order to writing; 
which was substantially as givea above—addirg 
thereto that the resolation proposed a change ov 
the rules—a_ preposition which could not be made 
without one day’s nouce. 

Ani the main question, “Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” 
was then then taken, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 69, nays 108. 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed, and 
the resolutions declared to be out of order. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD said that, as some gentle- |} 


men had suggested that most of the resolutions | 
which he had offered were in order, provided they ' 


| 
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tion on the report, he weuld no longer support the f 
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So the motion to lay the whole subject on the | 


| of honorable members. 


and by Mr. CUSHING in support of it. 

After which, Mr. TAYLOR moved the previous 
question; cn which motion there appeared—ayes 
81, noes not counted. 

So there wasasecond. And the main question 
was ordered to te taken. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired of the Chair whether 


_. the question could not be decided so as to take the 


question on the first branch of the resolutions? 

The SPEAKER said no, not on an appeal. 

And the question, “Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” was 
was then taken, aad decided in tne affirmative, 
without a divisicn. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

Mr. WISE said he had not risen for the purpose 


of subrni:ting acy preposilien; but he had a remark 


to make, !o which he asked the especial attention 
I make it (continued Mr. 
W.) because I consider I have more right to make 
it than any other member of this House. It is 
this: that now, after all the parade you have made 
upon this case of disorcer, if you do not take ac- 
tion upon it, and exercise the power you possess, 


i| you wil do strong-and violeat injusiice to both 


members of the House who are implicated in a 
charge of disorderly behavior. Placed in the posi- 
tion in which they are place 1 now—=a posi ion simi- 
lar to that which T have myself bren placed in 
heretofore, in a much more seruus case, and when 
chargescf a much more serious character were 
made against me, at the last Congress—sir, I can 
appreciate the injustice you will do these members; 
and Lean sympathize with them, if now, after the 
appointment of a committee, you should decide 
that the whole matter shal! be laid upon the tab e. 


; 1 voted this morning against the motion to lay the 


were connected with the transaction between n 


Messrs. R. @arranp and Bynum, he- would pro- | 
pose to ofer the following resolution as the first cf 


', the series, and then to strike out two of the others 
propored any action upon the repoit—:f he had | 
proposed to censure or to expel the parties, then it | 


But the resolutions did | 


not propose to touch the matter, aud referred solely | 


to cases which might occur hereafier, and besides 
that, the resolution went to abrogate some of the 
standing resolutions of the House. 


He did not de- | 


ny the power of the House to legislate so as to pro- | 


vide for the fature, but he considered that the pre- 
sent case should be disposed of first. . 

Mr. UNDERWOOD was surprised at the course 
of gentlemen in opposing the resolutions. The 
committee had, in accordance with instructions, re- 
ported all the fac's, and now gentlemen con'eaded 
that the Honse must confire itseif strictly to this 
ease, and had no power to legislate for the future. 

Mr. BANKS: I said no such thing. The gen- 
tleman is mistaken. 
right to legislate prospectively. 

- Mr. UNDERWOOD then went on 
that instead of his resolutions ab.ogating any 
Standing rule of the House, there was no rule 
which applied to the case. He proposed to maze 
anew law, which should cover such cases. Ac- 
cording to his view of the Constitution, there could 
be no law to define this particular offence; and the 
only way in which it could be reached, was by a 
reference to the practice of the British Parliament, 
and of this body in former years. He denied there 
was any other. way by which this particular offence 
could be reached, What he wished to do, was to 


I admitted that we had the | 


to contend ;; 


` read: 


—the one proposing a change cf th: raie so as to 
require a majority of four fifths, and the oiher 
proposing joint action on the part of the two 
Honscs. The following resolution was then 


Resolved, That this House ought not to take any 
further notice of the occurrence between Mr. Rice 
Gartaxp and Mr. Jesse A. Bynum, but should 
legislate to prevent the occurrence of such cases 
in future. i 

[Here follow the other resolutions, excepting the 


two numbered six and seven. ] i 


. Mr. CUSHING submitted to the Chair that 
these reďolutions were out of order. 


The SPEAKER, refering to the decision just -| 


made, said in his opinion they were s0. - 
Mr. UNDERWOOD appealed from this de- | 
cision. ; 
Mr. PETRIKIN submitted to the Chair that an 
appeal could not be taken, because the question ' 


' had already been decided. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD claimcd the floor. i 
. The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Ken- | 
tucky (Mr. UnpeRwoop] was entitled to the floor. 
The Speaxer was of opinion that the proposition 
pow offered was substantially that on which a de- | 


cision had just been made; but it would be placing 


an arbitrary power ‘in the hands of the SPEAKER 
to say that a gentleman should not appeal from his 


decision.. = af A P 
The appeal was spoxen to by Mr. UNDER. 


| who'esubdj-cton the table, not that I expecially de- 


sired any action npon it, fer [ shali not sit upon the 
case; but because, asf have already said, if you 
do not take action, you will do these gentlemen 
injastics; you will do to vre or beth of them injus- 
tice similar to that violently done to me on a tor- 
mer occasion. I refer to the case of preiended pri- 
vilege dragged before this House at its last long 
session; and I refer to it only as an argument’ 
itusirative of the injustice that may be done now. 
T do not wish again to call it up for discussion here. 
But after arraigning gentlemen for disorder or 
breach of privilege, without deciding who was right 
or who was wrong; nay, without even allowing an 
opportunity to discuss the question as to who was 
right or who was wrong; afier goading gentle- 
men, members of this House; after stigmatizing 
them with breaches of privilege, and even with the 
commission of murder, you bary the whole affair, 
net in oblivion, but in the confusion or a report. 
After arraigning men befcre the county and the 
world fora breach of privilege, after charging 
them with every high erime and misdemeanor dis- 
graceful to haman nature, the House was nol even 
willing to take up and examine into the merits of 
the case, and to decide. upon-it. In my own case, 
not even down to this very hour, have I been able 
to get the publication of the testimony to meet the 


| charges which have been scattered through the 


world against me. Are you about to do the same 
injustice now to these members? Day after day, 
in the case to which I have alluded, were gentle- 
men waiting anxiously for a trial—day after day 
were they watching, with deep solicitude, for the 
moment when they might appvar at the bar of the 
House, and speak for themselves, while. the press, 
and the public, and the world, were all speaking 
against them. & . 

The SPEAKER here intimated to Mr. W. that 
it was not in order to discuss the merits of that 
case. . pa 

-Mr. WISE resumed. Iam not about to do so. 
I have merely referred to it by way oi illustration, 
and for the purpose of aiking whether such is to be 
the course. of proceeding in the present case. 

I have one cther remark to make. The precise. 
course which my friend from Kentucky [Mr. Un- 
DERWOOD] has proposed now, was proposed then. 
Instead of taking wp the parties and’ punishing 
them, if they were guilty—instead of expelling 
them from this House—instead even of sending 
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n a 
them into the Siate of Maryland, if voa had the 


poser, that they might stand iheir trial before a 
jury of the conatry upon charges which would, if 
they were culty, have sent them to the gallows, 
or which at ‘east orght to have hung them if guilty, 
you proposed to drop the case, and to adept 
witerier, prespective legislation; and thus you 
stigmatized the men ergaced in that transaction, 
without deciding upon i:s merits. What has been 
the consequence? Cn this peint I have one word 
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were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 86, 


| hays 93. 


So the House refused to lay the subject on the 


© table. 


to say, and, indeed, it was my chief object in ris- ; 


ing. After the ulterior legislation that was 
ad opted—legi-iation tying every man to the stake 


to be shot at by every body whe chose to insult him - 


in and out of his place—I call upon my fellow- 


members here to tear me witness that I have, as - 


my condact will attest, scrupulously forborne to 
use offensive or personal language here. I would 
now, since the passage of the anti-duelling law, 
sooner strike a woman than I would insuit a mem- 
ber of ths House. I would co any act of mean- 
ness or of baseness rather than 1 would insult a 
men whose hands are tied. I have forborne and Í 
intend to jorhear. 
members of this House, I ask the moral portion of 
our commanity, as some denominate themselves, 


But I ask you, sir, Task the ; 


in case 1 am insulted, before I fly to the sanctuary | 


and prepare with angelic spirit to turn one cheek 
when the other is smitten, what am Ito do? Am 
Ito have a battle with cut-glass inkstands, or at 
fisticuffs, or a pulling of noses, or a scene of barsh 


and streng epithets? As you have tied my hands, |; 


what cugbt you to do for me, and fur each and 
every member of the House? You would do 
exactly what I knew you would do in this case; 


you will take it up, you will have the parade of | 
geting up a committee to report the facts, and, | 
after they are reported for you to act on, you will , 
In conclusion, , 
I say—and with a hope, God knows how sincerely | 
uttered, that I may never be called upon again 'o | 


lay the whole matter on the table! 


interfere in sach matters—eiiher repeal your anti- 
duelling Jaw, or enforce your laws of order with 
rigidity. Beyond this I have nothing to say. 


Mr. POPE rose (he said) to mate a motion — 


which ke hoped would meet the approbation of- 


the House. He had paid some attention to this . 


proceeding, and was of opinion that the occur- 
rence to which the report of the committee re- 


Mr. JENIFER cffered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That should any member on this floor 
so far forget the respect he owes to his own charac- 
ter and daty to the House, as to use offensive lan- 


guage to any of his icllow-members, upon being , 


called to order and decided to be cut of order, such 
offending member shall be immediately called on to 
make a full and ample apology to the House and 
to the member so offended, and upon refusal be ex- 
pelled from his seat in this House. 


The SPEAKER decided this resolution to be out | 


of order. 


Mr. HOLMES said: Mr. Speaker, I agree most | 
` fully with the view taken by the gentleman from ' 
| Virgmia, (Mr. Wisz,] that justice demands that 
prompt and decisive action should be taken. Yes, | 
. sir, justice to the gentlemen concerned, but em- 


phatically justice to this House, and to the people 


| since. 


of this natron, whose Representatives we are. I | 


move the resolution I hold in my hand, under the 
most painful emotions which I have ever expe- 


rienced in any parliamentary body. But, sir, jus- : 


tice demands that this course should be taken, and 


` when justice demands, sympathy must give way. 


ferred had done rather gocd than harm in this |. 


body. Such an occurrence was the necessary re- 
sult of the course of proceeding bere during the 
pre-ent session. He spoke without distinction as to 


parties. The Speaxer had net been acie to pre- | 
i: inserting the following: 


serve order, owing to that course of proceeding. 
When a Whig got up and was lashing away ata 
genileman on the other side, the cry would be “go 
on” wherever an attempt was made to arrest him. 
So on the other side. When a member of the Ad- 
ministration pariy was speaking harshly of aWhig, 
any attempt to arrest him was voted down; and 


thas gentiemen were permitted to proceed preity | 


much in what way tney pleased. Th: state of | 


things could not erd any ciherwise than as it did. 
One gentleman (Mr. R. Gartanp] had made a di- 
rect apology to the Hose, and he hoped that such 


would be the case with the other gentleman, -: 
and that thes the harmony of the House might , 


be restored without resort to further proceedings. 


Under these circumstances, the suggestion of his ` 


friend and colleague [Mr. Unperwoop] that no 
further action should be taken, met his (Mr. P’s) 
approbation. The committee had been unani- 
mous in their report of the facts, and the conduct 


of both parties was fully and fairly betore the | 


country, Wihout giving any opinion either on | 
the one side or the other, he thought. it would be ‘| 


better to let the subject drop, and 10 leave to public 
opinion to censure or not. The House had be- 
haved much better 


future conduct, that they regretted the course of 
preceeding which, as all must admit, had been 
tolerated too long. 

After a few remarks as to the condition of the 
public business and the necessity for action, Mr. P.: 
concluded by moving to lay the whole subject on 
the table. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked the yeas and nays, which 


Sir, I beg leave to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the conduct of Rice GARLAND 
and Jesse A. Bynown, 1n fighting upon the tloor of 
the House of Representatives during the session of 
Congress, was a gross violation of the dignity of 
the House, and calls upon the House to vindicate 
its dignity by an expulsion of the said Rice Gar- 
LAND and Jesse A. BYNUM. 


Mr. CHINN asked for the yeas and nays: or- | 


dered. 

Mr. CRAIG was not prepared, under all the 
circumstances of the case, to vote for this resolu- 
tion. It savored rather of an ex post facto proceed- 
ing. He proposed, therefore, to amend it by strik- 
ing out all after the word “Resolved,” and insert- 
ing: 
“That the report be recommitted to the same 
committee, with instructions to report what action 
should be had in the case; and also what measures 
should be adopted to prevent like occurrences’ in 


future, and to protect the members of the House j 


from insult and violence.” 

Mr. PROFFIT moved the previous question, but 
withdrew the motion. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out all after the word “Resolved,” and 


“That Jesse A. Bynum and Rice GARLAND are 


` guilty of a breach of the privileges of this House.” 


Mr. BRIGGS said that the committee, in accor- 


| dance with their instructions, had reported the facts 


a RF ee, 


Fon a N 
South Carolina [Mr. Hotmes] had offered his pro- 
position; and although he (Mr. J.) inter.ded no 
censure on the committee, yet he thought that such 
a preposition should have come frem them lon 
If this proceeding went unrebuked, how 
would the House ever hereafier punish any man 


| for a violation of its privileges? He would vote in 


favor of the resolution of the gentleman from South 
Carolina; he should do so with re‘uciance, still he 
would do it. The House owed it to its own cha. 
racter and te the character of the country not only 
to rebuke this proceeding in the strongest manner, 


' but now to take a stand and prevent the recurrence 


of such scenes in future. It was with this view 
that he had offered the* proposition which the 
Speaker had declared to be out of order. Mr. J, 
spoke of the calumnies and abuse which the House, 
by its own course, had let in upon itself. Some. 
thing must be done to arrest it. He believed that 
any oiher man wou!ld have done what the gentle. 


.! man from Louisiana [Mr. Gartanp] had done un- 


der the circumstances, but still nothing could jasti- 
fy it here, and he (Mr. J.) would, reluctantly, as he 
had said, give his vote for expuision, aad that, too, 
without discrimination. 

Mr. PROFFIT was astonished that the gentle. 
man from Maryland should be capable of thinking 
for a moment that they ought tu expel the gentle- 
man from Louisiana, [Mr. GaagLanp,] in the face 
of the evidence reported to the House. Neither 
could he vote for the expulsion of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Bynum,] because, pre- 
vious to the unfortunate occnrrence, the House 
had permitted disorderly speeches to be made, 
which must ever necessarily terminate in such dis- 
graceful scenes. He did not pretend to be very 
orderly himself. He hoped, however, that the 
Houge would not vote for the expulsion of the par- 
ties, but in future enforce its rules uf order, so that 
a recurrence of such events might be prevented. 
He considered the resolution of the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Homes] as at least an impru- 
dent act. 

Mr. BRIGGS demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and being taken, resulted as follows: 
yeas 73, nays 106. 

i the House refused to lay the subject on the 
table. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved the indefinite postpone- 
mem of the whole subject, because he was satis- 
fied that if the House should determine to go into 
a proper investigation of the matter, it would con- 
sume several weeks, and result in no healthy ac- 
tion. It would then be laid on the table, or be in- 
definitely postponed. He contended that they 


` should be doing the business of the country instead 


| States, were now suffering for their pay. 


| of the case, and it was now for the House to say : 


what proceeding they would take. If both gentle- 


men had committed a breach of privilege, the | 


Hoase ought to say so; and when that fact should 
be established, the next question was, what pun- 
ishment, if any, should be inflicted. When the 


House came to decide upon this question, it would | 
become them to look into the character and details | 
of the transaction; and to see whether, if both were | 
_ guilty, they were guilty alike. 


If not, if one was 
a greater offender than the other, justice and pro- 


: priety required that the punishment should be dif- 
i ferent, because the same punishment should only 


since the cccurrence took |: 
place, and ke hoped that they would show, by their |, 


follow the same offence. He was prepared, in 
view of the facts, to go at least as far as this reso- 
lution went, and to say that both members had vio- 
lated the privilege of the House. And he was will- 
ing to say so by his vote. 

Mr. M. A. CCOPER asked Mr. Homes to ac- 
cept the foliowing as a modification of his resolu- 
tion: 
` Resulved, That the whole subject be recommitted 
to the same committee, with instructions to report 
what further proceedings are necessary on the part 
of the House, and also the form in which said pro- 
ceedings shall be had. r 

Mr. HOLMES declined to do so. 

Mr. JENIFER expressed himself opposed to any 
proposition that would not bring the House to a de- 
cisive vote. He was glad that the gentleman from 


© the House. 


of wasting the time in the manner they had been 
doing. The seamen in the employ of the United 
There 
was no money to fit out the vessels necessary to 


- protect our commerce on the coast of China. 


Every interest was being sacrificed by the course 
of legislation here, by wasting thetime of the peo- 
ple in idle discussions. It was too late now for 
these gentlemes to be talking about their dignity, 
and the dignity of the House; why did they not 
begin several years ago. This was not the first time 
that the dignity of the House had been offended 
against by those very men who now talk so loud 
about it, and who pretend to be so anxious to de- 
fend it. He saw no good reason why these gentle- 
men should be made a mark to be shot at, when 
there were many others, who had been twenty 
times as guilty as they, who were permitted to es- 
cape—who had violated the rules, time after time, 


: by using offensive language, aod by refusing to 


vote, and thereby setting at defiance the rules of 
Others may wish to postpone the bu- 
siness of the country, to amuse themselves, by try- 


: ing those gentiemen for offending against their 


dignity; but he was opposed to it. He had no 
doubt that there were many in the House, who 
make so much noise about the offended dignity of 
the House, who did more to commit violations of 
it than those who said nothing about it. He 
thought those gentlemen had been sufficiently pu- 
nished for this rash act, which was committed in 
the heat of passion. There was no one who was 
prepared to say that the act was done intentionally. 
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There was nothing premeditated—it was the re- 
salt of passion. If they had committed a worse 
act, witho1 intention, we could not, as jurymen, 
declare them guilty to the same degree as if the act 
had been premeditated. I: was te intention that 
made the crime. Would to God that this was the 
only instarce of disorder and indeco:num that the 
Hause had witnessed. But far worse scenes than 
.that had transpired. Men who had been the fore- 
most in violating the rules, by refusing to vote, and 
‘other disorder, now come forward, and affected'y 
claim to be the only conservators of the decorum 
and rales ef the House. Let every member exa- 
ine his owa conscience, and see whether hè can, 
consistently with his own conduct, vote to expel 
these gentlemen for this indiscretion. . 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON addressed the House 
at considerabte length, insisting on the importaace 
of some decided course being adopted to prevent 
the occurrence of such cases of violence in tuture. 
Should the House refuse to punish, its members 
would be abandoned to their own protection, and 
tempted to irflict the most violent retaliation in case 
of personal insult. Language that would disgrace 
the purlie is of Billingsgate and St. Giles had al- 
ready been uttered over and over on the floor, and 
if these things were suffered to proceed, the House 
would fall into confusion and public contempt. It 
was no excuse to say that the conduct of these gen- 
tlemen was the result of a momentary impulse; 
gentlemen must learn to practise self-restraint, and, 
if they had injuries to punish, to reserve the settle- 
ment of such matters to a more suitable time aad 
place. He was oppesed to the postponement. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he had voted against 
all propositions to postpone or to lay on the table, 
and his object had been to let new members see 
what course was to be expected here in cases like 
the present. He adverted tothe vain attempts 
formerly made to punish disorders in the House, 
and attributed the whole difficulty to the radical er- 
ror of having no rules of the House to declare 
what should be esteemed disorderly conduct, and 
how it should be punished. Mr. U. insisted that 
this was nota case of breach of privilege, but a 
case of contempt. TheConstitution conferred but 
two privileges on members of Congress; one was, 
exemption from arrrest; the other was ezemp- 
tion from being called on out of the House to 
‘answer for words spoken in debate. 

Mr. U. quoted largely from Jefferson’s Manual, 
commenting as he proceeded. 

Mr.-CUSHING suggested to him another pas- 
sage in the same book, declaring quarrels in the 
House to be breaches cf privilege. 

Mr. U. denied that authority as contrary to the 
Constitution, and went on to insist that there 
ought to be prospective legislation by the House, 
specifying offences and punisments for members of 
Congress in the House, as laws were provided in 
the community for other citizens out of doors. Mr. 
U. having made a full exposition of his views on 
this point, said he now washed his hands of this 
case: holding the principles he did, he could not 
vote to punish the individuals now implicated. 

After some brief remarks from Mr. STANLY. 

Mr. BANKS moved the previous question. 

Mr. BYNUM remonstrated, and said he should 
like to be heard before a final vote was taken. 

Mr. BANKS thereupon withdrew his motion. 

Mr. PETRIKIN declared himself now satisfied 
that his motion for indefinite postponement was not 
in order. 

Mr. McKAY advocated a recommittal of the 
whole subject to the same Select Committee, to re- 
port whether the House could take any, and what, 
action in this case. The committee would, doubt- 
Jess, have done this, but the resolution under which 
they were appointed did not admit of it, as it 
directed them simply to report the facts as they 
happened. 5 

Ona former occasion, he had voted to lay the 
whole matter on the table; but as the House had 
hought proper to refer it to a committee, he 
thought, after that, some action should be had 
thereon., But he was perfectly satisfied, not only 
from-what had occurred that day, bat from expe- 
rience in such cases, that no good was to be 
auiained by prolonging a discussion, Jt was with 


t 


that view that he had voted against motions to lay 
on the tab'e, in the hope that the Heuse would 
become sati-fied that no geod could result, and 
consent to a recommittal, with instructions to the 


committee to recommead some action on the mat- : 


ter. It was possible that the committee might agree ` 


with the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. UNDER- 
woop,] that the offence could not be defined. But 
whatever might be their conclusions, it was due to 


the dignity and consistency House to make a final - 


disposition of the matter, now they had gone thus 
far. And if the committee should report that 
the offence could not be punished, owing te there 


being no specification of it, even that would exons- | 


rate the House, and show to the country that all 


mitted. For his part, he had great confidence in 
the committee, and if they should come to the con- 
clusion that the House had no authority, that would 
be satisfactory to the country. But by leaving the 
matter as it now stood, after having gone so far as 


to print the facts, it would be a disgrace to the || 


Tlouse in all time to come, and establish a dan- 
gerous precedent for all future cases. He hoped no 
gentleman wou'd object t> the recommittal, as the 
committee was so happily constituted, that whatever 
report they might make could not fail to be satis- 
factory to all. 

Mr. RHETT replied to Mr. Unprrwcon, insist- 

ing that, without further legislation, the House was 
fully empowered to punish disorderly conduct. 
Some acis were so manifestly disorderly, that no 
doubt could be pretended in relation to them, of 
which fighting on the floor durisg the sittings of the 
House was certainly one. Mr. R. said there could 
be no law passed defining what should be deemed 
disorderly conduct, without the concurrence of the 
Senate and the Presideat. Did the gentleman wish, 
then, to act on a question of the privileges of mem- 
bers of that House? He presumed not. 
quoted the ciause of the Constitution which makes 
the House the sole judge in such cases, and em- 
powers it to punish. | 

Mr. WISE thought all the resolutions which had 

‘been offered premature. The House must act ju- 
dicially ia the matter; refer it to no committee, bat 
judge of the evidence for itself; and even this it 
could not lawfully do till the parties had been taken 
into custody, aud arraigned on articles of accusa- 
tion, and put upon their defence. There was not 
the shadow of a,doubt as to the power of the 
Hoas to panish; but it must be after a regular 
trial. ' 
Mr. UNDERWOOD replied, and spoke in via- 
dication of theground he had before assumed. He 
quoted other passages of the Constitution in reply 
to Mr. Ruert, arguing that though Congress pos- 
sessed power to punish piracy, that did not prevent 
the necessity of its first ‘defining’? what piracy 
was, and passing laws for its punishment. 

The doctrine of contempts was a doctrine of the 
common law; but in Kentucky it had been found 
necessary t0 limit and define it by s‘atute, and 
there was the same necessity here. He scouted 
the idea of going into a forma! trial, as proposed 


by Mr. Wiss; it would occupy the rest of theses. | 


sion, and after all, would result in nothing. 

Mr. CHINN now moved the previous question, 
which was seconded, pat, and carried. 

Bat, on Mr. ADAMS'S remonstrance, who de- 
clared he could not vote unless the parties had an 
opportunity to be heard, 


The vote for the previcus question was, on mo- | 


tion of Mr. ANDREWS, reconsidered—ayes 69, 
noes 60. 

Mr. BRIGGS then proposed that the parties 
now called upon to state their objections, if any 
they could show, to the adoption of the amend. 
ment declaring them guilty of a breach of the 
privileges of the House. 

Messrs. GARLAND and BYNUM declined ad- 
dressing the House. 

Mr. McKAY read an extract from one of the 
decuments of the House, in which was a case in 
point, where the House had, in a similar case, pro- 
ceeded thus far, and afterwards re-committed the 
whole subject to the same committee. In the pre- 
sent case, the committee had -been unanimous in 
their. report of the facta; and was there not good 


He then |: 


b i 


reason to expect the same unanimity im any re- 
commendation they might make? And if they 
agreed that in their opinion the Hause had no 
power to punish, that would be perfectly satisfac- 
tory, and © oatd go out tothe country, as the reason 
why the Have had not acted on the matter. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland was opposed to 
recommiiment. By referring the subject to a 
committee, it wonld be transferring the power of 
House to examine into the facts, to that committee. - 
It was the duty of the members, as the judges who 


_ Were tO try the case, to bear and examine the facts 
` the facts them-eives. 


The persons accused had 
not been afforded an opportunity to defend them- 


.. Selves on this floor, the cnly proper p'ace in which 
had been done which the nature of the case ad- | 


_ mony. 


they should be heard. The House was the only 
proper place in which to interrogate witnesses, 
They were the triers, and should hear all ihe testi- 
If he should ever be so unfortunate as to 


. be involved in a difficulty with a fellow member, 


| 


he would never consent tobe tried in the damp 
dungeons of the Capitol by any committee, but 
claim to be heard before the jury which was to de- 
cide on his case—the House. Mr. J. went into an 
argument to show why questions of privilege should 
be tried in the House atoue. He was opposed, on 
principie, to referring the character and standing of 
members to a committee; because the committee 
might be so constructed by% partisan Speaker as 
not to afford an impartial examination into the 
facts. It would, in effect, be giviag the whole 
power of the House to try, into the hands of the 
Speaker, operating through his committee. After 
showing the necessity of action on the subject, he 
said if the House declined to give any action, the 
whole subject had better be laid on the table; butif 
it felt disposed to check indiscretion and disorder, 


i now was the time to d» it. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST read the following, which 
he thought would be proper as a preliminary reso- 
lution, to precede the amendment proposed by Mr. 
Brigas: 

“\vhereas the committee appointed to report 
the facts of the case of violence that occurred 
in this House between Messrs. Rice Garuaxp 
and Jesse A. Bynum; have made their report, and 
this House is now about to take order thereon: 

“Resolved, Tirat Mr. SPEAKER call on the said 
Rice Garlann and Jesse A. Bynum now to show 
cause, if any they or either of them have, why 
the House should not now proceed to act and ad- 
judge upon the facts as set forth in said report, 
and that they now have an orp=riunity to be heard 
in respect io the facts so reported, and in respect to 
the action and judgment of the House thereon.” 

The CHAIR ruled this resolution not to be in 
order at present. 

Mr. BRIGGS then went into a recapitulation of 
the successive steps which had thus far been 
taken; and insisted thatthe parties had had the full- 
est opportunity before the. committee of adducing 
their witnesses and cross-examining them, and of 
making their own statements at large. Since then, 
they had had an opportunity afforded them in the 
House; and had declined availing themseives of 
it. What was now in the way to prevent the 
House from proceeding to act on the report of the 
committee? Asto what Mr. Prraiin had said - 
about former disorders, one evil did not excuse an- 
other; and the frequent recurrence of. such cases 
did but the more clearly show the necessity of some 
decided action on the part of the House to prevent 
them in future. 7 

Mr. EVERETT made some remarks scarce 
heard at ail by the Reporter, but which were under- 
stood to deprecate the parties being judged without 
a hearing before the House, and such proceedings 
as might appear on its records as a judicial iransac~ 
tion. He thought the- accusation ovght to he 
brought to a peint, and presented in an explicit 
form. And he proposed a -resolution going to re- 
commit the subject, with instructions to the coma 
mi‘tee to report what course ought to be taken, and 
what should be the mode of proceeding. 

The CHAIR ruled tie amendment not to be in 
order, it being, ın substance, the same with one al- 
ready offered by Mr. Crata. 

Mr. RHETT, in reply to the arguments of Mr. 
‘Wiss, that the member should be arrested by the 
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Sergeant-at-arms, and arraigned at the bar of the 
House, denied that it was at all necessary. The 
object of arest Was to bring before the House 
such persons as were not in the Hou-e, but the 
member was in the House, and had a right to de- 
fend himself, and Le heard, if he thought proper to 
do so, Without any formal motion to that effect; 
and no member had a right io call him to order, if 
he were to rise to address the House. He defied 
the gentleman to produce oue instance in parlia- 
meatary history, where a member was arrested, 
and arraigned, under the circumstances, a3 Was 
contended for by the gentieman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Wiss.| 

Mr. WELLER moved the previous question, 
but withdrew it at the request of Mr, Craia, who 
wishe! to change the relative order between his 
own amentuent and that cfferel atterwards by 
Mr. Briass: he wished Mr. Driaas’s to go first, and 
his own to folloy, He aczordiog y withdrew his 
owna amendinent, and then odered it as an amende 
ment to the amendment of Mr. BRIGGS. 

The question bsiag about to be taken, 

Mr. TURNEY moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

The yeas and nays were demanded by Mr. 
BRIGGS; and being taken, resvlted as fellows: 
yeas 63, nays 95. 

So the House refused to lay the subject on the 
table. 

Mr. WELLER renewed his call for the previous 
question; but ssid he would withdeaw’ it, if either 
of the gentl:men wished to address the House. It 
was seconde, put, and carried. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia oTered the following 
resolulion, and expressed a wish that Mr, Craig 
would accept it; which wes revd as tollsws: 

Resolved, That the wao.e subject be recommitted 
to the Select Commitee, with instraciens to re- 
port what further proceedings are necessary on the 
part of th: Hou:e; and also the form in which the 
said proceedings shali be had. 

Mr. CRAIG accepted it as a modification; and 
the question being on iis adoption, 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered, were—yeas 106, nays 
57. 

So the whole subject was recommitted. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

Mr. PARRIS demanded the yeas and nays; 
as having been ordered, were—yeas 83, nays 

9. 

The House accordingly adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, May 15, 1840. 

Mr. BUCHANAN piesented t:e memorial cf the Chamber 
of Commerce of the city et Philadelphia, praying for the con- 
struction of aharbor in the river Delaware, and the erection 
of a ligat-house on Brandy wiae Shoals. 

Aliso, a memorial from the saime, praying for the establish- 
ment of buoysin the river Delaware and bay; 
both of which were referred tu the Commiuee on Commerce. 

Also, a memorial icon a number of citizens of Phila lelphia, 
praying for the erection of a new cnstom house: referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the memorial of Catharine Rinker, praying for a pen- 
sion. rejerred to the Comniitiee on Pensions. 

Algo, the memorial ofa number or citizens of Philadelphia, 
praying an appropriation for the completion of the light-house 
on Brandy wine Shoals: referred to the Committes on Cum- 


merce. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of the Board of 
Trade of the city of Baltimore, praying the passage of a bank- 
rupi law: laid on the table. 

t. WHITE presented the affitavits of sundry individuais 
of Wiakonsin Territory, on the subject of acclaim to lands at 
Milwaukie: laid on the table. 

Mc. HUBBARD, from the Committee of Claims, reported a 
bill for the relielof Daniel S:eenrod; whicn was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
rted 
A bill for the relief of Mary W. Thompson; 
. A bill authorizing the purchase of an island at the confluence 
of the St. Peters and Mississippi rivers; and 

A bill making appropriations co complete certain military 
roads in the State of Arkansas; 
which were severally read. and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval Affaire, ask- 
èd to be discharged from the fur:her consideration of the peti- 
tion of Henry Wilson; which was agreed to, 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for the relief of David Stone; and 
# The bili authorizing the harbors of Sippican and Mattapoi- 
sett, in the State of Massachusetts, to be known hereafter as 

ts under those names, were read a third time, and passed. 

The billtor the relief of Francis Cazeau waa ordered to be 

for a third reading. 


re: 


engrossed i 
; The bill for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop and others, 


gaa cece ee ere TT A AO TT 
OOO 


1 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


after some remarks from Messrs STRANGE and CALHOUN, 
was recommitted the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Uhe bill to create an adJitioual land office in tho State of 
Michigan having been read a third time, and the question being 
un Us pr issa ze. 

Mr. PORTER objected to the bill, on the ground that thers 
were no white setters Mm the new district proposed to be esta- 
blished, and none likely to go there for some tine to come. Hie 
saw no nocessiiy furasother land districtin Michigan. A suffi- 
cient number were established in that State already. He cid 
not think it probable that any lands would be purchased in the 
propuse.l disirict for some years, nor that any sctuements of 
white people weald be made i it for a long tiime, He had been 
intormed bya member of the Senate or Michigan [the Re. 
porter uudersiood him to say Mr. Bridge] that an auditional 
laud office was unnecessary In that country; and he had de- 
rived other facts whichled him to his conclusions, from Mr. Ro- 
bert Stewart, now iathiscity. la the course of his remarks, le 
also stated that there were Nu organized counties. nor any other 
counties with any other than imaginary iines, within the pro- 
posed new district. 

Mc. NORVELL said, that the bill now before the Senate, 
which had yesterday been ordered to a third reading, proposed 
to divide the Graag River laad disimiet iuto two districts, and 
to eswbish a newone, to ba celle tthe Grant ‘Praverse District, 
in a portion of vie nerth ra section of Michigan. Since the 
late surveys Were made in the Graad niver disirict, it had been 
asvertained that it contained abou: ten millions of acres of land 
actually surveyed, and nearly or quite realy to be brought into 
market, besides about One milhon remaining to be surveyed. 
Tne existing district, as proposed to be limited by the biil, con- 
tained upwards of five sitlious of unsold lauds, and the new 
district about thesame quantity. Each of these districis was, 
as h2 understoud, larger ian almost auy other land distr ct in 
the United Siaces. ‘The biil had met the approbation ¢f the 
Cominittee on Public Lands in the Senate, tie commite: 
in the other House, aud the Commissioaer of the General 
Lind Office, It contamed other provisions besides those 
to whieh he had adveried. du annexed, for the pre- 
sent, all the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, with the islands 
in Lak- Huron, and its waters, lying withiu the limits 
of the Sate, to the Detroit land district. And it au- 
thorizelthe President to change the iecation of cerain of the 
land offices, whenever, in his judgment, the public interests re- 
quired it. He was reaily at a toss to understand the motive or 
the object of his colleague, in the opposition which he had just 
disclose:l to the bill. It was the first time that he had ever heard 
italleged as an objection to the establishment ofa krad district 
anda iand office, that the white seulements in tie district were 
small, or that there werenoneinia He had supposed that the 
odject of establishing such districts and offices was to attract 
seulers—to enablethem to mak» their selections, andent-r their 
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lands with convenience, and thus to accelerate the settlement of | 


the country. For hinsel!, he would say that he should never 
be the man who would resist any measure calculated to facili- 
tate and hasten the set lement, cultivation, and population of his 
own State. Thai was a policy which he could never reconcile 
to his feelings, or to his sense of duty to the Siate which had 
conferred upon him the honor which he erjoyed of representing 
her in the councils of the nation. 

Lut, in point of fact, he had understood from the Representa- 
tive of Michigan in the other House, who resided in the western 
section of the State, that a white settlement commenced two 
years ago, and was going on within the proposed new Jand dis- 
irict, on the Manistee river. Valuable lands were found in that 
district. They were destined to an early occupation and seule- 
inent, The country would probably nll up rapidly. When 
the first land office was established in Michigan, the whole pe- 
ninsu'a, containing more than twenty-five millions of acres, had 
not five thousand white inhabiiants within its limits. The 
western section had noi been cccupied by a single white man. 
In regard to the counties alluded to, he had never before heard 
of a county in Michigan bounded by imag‘nary lines. There 
was no such thing. Every county was distinctly described, 
andits boundaries laid down in the law. He had learned that 
the whole country ia question had been laid off into counties 
at the late session of the Legislature of the State. Counties in 
that State were at first organized for indiv:dual purposes, and 
aunexed to other counties for political purposes. When they at- 
tained a particular and designated amount of population, they 
were fally organized for al! purposes. Butevery county had, trom 
the beginning, not its imaginary, but ite specinc boundaries. Jn 
relation to the uumber of land districts in Michigan, there were 
at this time hut five, when she had upwards of twenty millions 
of acres of unsold public lands lying within her limits. Ocher 
States hada much greater compatative number of land offices. 
[llinois had tev, with only about eighteen millions of acres of 
unsold lands. By a bill which had passed the Senaie, one of the 
land d'strictg m Michigan woud be abolished at once, because it 
contained but a few thousand acres of lanii remaining to be sold. 
Another of them, by the progress of sales, would, under the 
operation of that bill, be abvolis.ed in a year or two. He hoped 
that the bill now before the Senate would paos, without further 
opposition. 

Mr. WALKER submitted his views in favor of the bill. He 
said that the Conimittee on the Public Lands had always acted 
witi caution in the creation of new land districts; and they had 
carciu:ly ascertained the necessity of establishing the one in 
Michigan, embraced by the biH, before thev ha:l determined to 
report it. Upwards offive miilions of acres of land were in- 
cluded in the new district, auda larger quantity in the old dis- 
trict froin which the new one was taken. This wasa larger 
district than perhaps any other in the United States, As to 
settlers in the new district, it was not material whether there 
were few or many. Four districts had been established in 
Mississippi, with very few settlers inany of them. They were 
established before ihe lands wefe ready to be brought into 
market. The bill which passed this body some time ago, abo- 
lished nine or ten land districis,and at least one ia Michigan. No 
increase of districts would be made by this bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky opposed the bill, and 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama supported it. 

Mr. KING suggested an amendment, withholding compensa- 
tion from the Register and Receiver until they entered on the 
discharge of their duties. 

Mr. NORVELL presented such an amendment; which was 
unanimousiy agree to. 

The question was then taken, 
noes 12, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 


and the bill passed—ayes 22, 


Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Robinson, Strange, Sti 
pan, Walker, Wall, Wright, and Younz— 2 Sturgeon, Tap. 

NAYS—Meescs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, D 
vis, Dixon, Lumpkin, Merrick, Porter, Prentiss, Ruggles, T ae 
madge, and Wiite— 12. 1 fall. 

The bi!ls ordered to be engrossed yesterday were several] 
read a third time, and passed. ly 

The bill for the relief of Thomas L. Wiathrop and othe 
directors of an association called “fhe New England Mississi 
pi Land Company.” was taken up, and after suime remarks b x 
Messrs. STRANGE and CALHOUN, was, on motion of M 
HUBBARD, recommitted to the Com mittee on the Judiciary 

The bill forthe relief of the legal representatives of Frangi 
Cazeau, was considered in committee of the whole, and oa 
dered to be engrossed. 

SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 

The Senate resumed the consi:teration of the Dil to estah. 
lish a uniform sysiem of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States; and the qnestion was still on Mr. Watt's substitute fop 
the bill. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana argued at large on most of the great 
and important topics already mentioned as belong ng to the 
subject. He examined and discussed the peculiar principles 
and provisions of the substitu:e, opposing it, and repudhatin 
them as wrong and inexpedient, and advocating, with much 
zeal and earnestness, the migina! bill from the committee. 

Mr. WEBSTER having intimated his desire to address the 
Senate on this subject— 

“On motionof Mr. HUBBARD, it was postponed to Monday 
next. 

On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, the bill to provide for the bet 
ter security of th lives of passengers on beard of vessels pro. 
pelled in whole or in part by steam, was taken up, and, after 
having been amended in several particulars, its further consi. 
deration was postponed until Monday next. 

On motion, the Senate a journed to Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVAS, 
Fiapay, May 15, 1840. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina asked 
leave to refer a petition, on a subject already be- 
fore the House, to the appropriate commitiee. 

Mr. REYNOLDS aiso asked leave to refer a 
petition to the Committee on Revolutisnary 
Ciains. 

Objection being made, leave was not gianted. 

Mr. CAMPBELL asked if it would be in order 
to devote the morning hour to the reception of pe- 
tions, 

The SPEAKER replied that it could be done 
only by the consent of two-thirds. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House the 
following communications: 

1. Letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting the information required by the resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the 23d of March 
last, respecting the progress which has been made 
in effecting a treaty with the Wyandott Indians for 
the purchase of their lands in Crawford county, 
Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. ; 

2. Letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting, in compliance with the resolution of the House 
of Repiesentatives of the 9th ultimo, a system of 
national defence and the establishment of a Na- 
tional Foundry. 

On motion of Mr. WISE, so much as relates to 
a national foundry was referred to the Select Com. 
mittee on the subject. 

On motion of Mr. W. THOMPSON, the report 
and accompanying documents were referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and 2,000 extra 
copies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS offered the following 
resolutian: 

Resolved, That the first Wednesday in June next 
be set apart by the House to the exclusion of all 
other business, for the bills, resolutions, &c. re 
ported by the Committee for the District of Co. 
lumbia to be acted upon. 

Mr. PELRIKIN objected. P 

Mr. WILLIAMS then moved a stspension of 
the rule:, and called for the yeas an@'nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 73, Mays 81. 

So the rules were nct suspended, 

Mr. BAN asked the favgi of the House to 
take up two shårt bills; whicly 2° said, could be 
passed in two minutes. i 

Objections beigg made, = # 

Mr. B. withdr}w his requfst. 

PUBLIC PRINTING. 

The unfinished business‘being the report of the 
Select Committeé,on thePablic Printing, and the 
pending question fom ednesday last being on & 
motion for the previous question on an amendment 
offered by Mr. Paka N, of Pennsylvania, t? 
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ancther amendment moved by Mr,Evans, of 
Maine— 
Mr. Perris withdre@ his amendnent. 
The questicn, therefore] was stil 


the previous question, být applicgble new to Mr. 


Evan’s amendment, (which wasfhat contained in | 
the commitiee.) ; 
ay be more fully | 
understood, we insert, first, thg resolutions report- ; 
ittee, and moved in i 
r chairman; they are : 


a report from the minority O 
That the state of the quéstion 


ed by the majority of the dom 
the House by Mr. Biacr, 
as follows: 


Resolved, That the printing of Congress, unless | 


when otherwise specially ordered, shall be- done 
for at the prices hereinafter set forth. 


cents; of every page of small pica piain work, 85 
cents; of every page of rule work, $1 70; of every 


form of trevier rule work, in proportion. 
For the press work of bills, including paper, fold- 


page; for four hundred copies, $1 06 per page; for 


the press work of tables, other than those in there- | 


gular octavo form, for six hundred copies, includ- 


ing paper, folding, and stitching, $4 674 per form; | 


for the press work of the journals, of niae hundred 
copies, including paper, tulding, and stitching, 85 


form, of six hundred copies, including paper, told- 
ing, and stitching, 74 4-10 cenis per page; and fora 
larger or smaller number in proportion. 

Resolved, That all bills shall be printed on cap or 
double cap “sized” paper, of quality equal to that 
on which bills are at present printed, and shall con- 
tain not less than 1,888 p:ca ems; joint resolutions 
shall be printed on the same paper, in the same 
type, and estimated in the same way as bills. Every 


octavo page of printing, in small! pica, shall be ex. | 


ecu:ed on paper of royal or double royal size, of 
the same quality as now used, and shail contain 
not less than 1,732 ems; and every brevier page 
shall correspond with the above in size and qua- 
lity, and shall contain not less than 3,060 ems. 
The orders of the day and calendar shall be printed 
in small pica type, on cap or double cap paper of 
the quality now used for bills; and each page shall 
centain not less than 3,325 ems: the composition 
thereof shall be paid for at and after the rate of 
price paid for royal octavo pages of small pica; and 
the press work thereof shall be paid for at the same 
rate as charged for the press work of bills. 


All plain or figure work shall be set in small | 


pica; and, when :here are zotes or side notes, they 
shall be set in brevier. 
work shall be set in small pica, when it can be 
brought into pages in that type; and when it can- 
not be brought into pages in small pica, it shall be 
setin brevier; and, when it cannot be brought into 
pages with either, itshall be set in a brevier broad- 
side. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maine, one of the minority of 
the same committee, moved the following amend- 
ment, ın conformity to the report of the minority 
of that committee: ; 


“That, as it appears by the evidence, two offers | 


have been made to execute the public printiog for ji geant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Siorrs, Stuart, | 


this House, one at the rate of 25 percent. less than 
‘the price fixed by the joint resolution of March 3, 
1819, and the otner at the rate of 20 per cent. less 
than the said prices, this House do not deem it ex- 


pedient to pay the printers thereof a higher rate of | 


compensation than the prices at which other per- 
sons are willing to do the werk who are competent 
to perform it: 


Resolved, That the printing of the present House 


of Representatives, executed since the election of | 
the printers to the House, and hereafter to be exe- | 
cuted, hall be paid for at a reduction from the | 
prices fixed by the joint resolution passed March 3, : 


1819, at the following rates, to wi’: Per cent. 
For the price for composition of every page 
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Of composition of all other kinds, ata reduc- 
tion of - - - - 15 


i For the price of press work of every descrip- 
en the call for | 


tion, including paper, folding, stitching, in- 
cluding all materialsand delivery at the 
Capitol, where the crdinary number of co- 
pies are required, at a reduction of - 15 
Aud where an exira number of copies, not 
exceeding 5,000, are required, ata reduction, 
on the extra numbers, of - - - 30 
And where more than 5,000 are required - 40 
Resolved, That the acccunts for printing shall 
be made out as heitofare, at the prices fixed 


ne .. by the resolution of 1819; and, in another column, 
in the following manner ana form, and to be paid . 


against the amounts carried out against each head 


|i of expense, sha'l be set down the reduction on each 
For the composition of every page of bills, 85 |: 


sum at the foregoing rates; and, in a third column, 


‘| the nett amount to be paid agreeably to the fore- 
‘~going resolution. 
page of brevier rule work, $2 98; and, for alarger | 


Resolved, That when the same document or paper 


< is rrmted tor both Houses of Congress, and the com- 
; posiuon of the same is charged in the Senate’s print- 
ing, and stitching, for fifty copies, 214 cents per . 


ing, no charge for composition shall be made in the 


tions of head lines, &c. as is required.” 
On this amendment the previous question had 
been moved. 


The questicn being about to be put on seconding 


_, the call for the previous question, 
cents per page; for all other printing in the octavo `' 


Mr. CHINN moved a call of the House. 
The yeas and nays were demanded on this mo- 


| tion, and, being ordered, were taken, and resulted 


as follows—yeas 70, nays 105. 
So the House refused the call, 
| Mr. BLACK rose, and wished to submit some 


|| remarks to the House; but, the previous question 
|: having been moved, he was called to order by 
' many members, and also by the Cnair; when he ; 


resumed his seat. 
The cal! for the previous question was seconded, 


|| put, and carried; and, the question recurring on | 
|; adopting the ameadment of the minority, moved | 


by Mr. Evans, as a sobstitute for that of the ma- 
jority, moved by Mr. Brack, 

Mr. GARLAND of Lotisiana moved to divide 
the question, and that the question be first put on 
striking out tbe report of the majority, and then on 
adopling the substitute. 
sion on order arose, in which Messrs. GARLAND, 


All rule or rule-and-figure | 


BANKS, and several other gentlemen tock part: it 
was very irregular, several gentlemen rising at the 
same time. 
The CHAIR decided that the question to strike 
out and insert was indivisible. 
The resolution of the commitiee and the pro- 
posed substitute were then both read again. 


stitute moved as an amendment by Mr. Evans of 


Maine, and decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, J. W. Allen, Andrews, Ba 
ker, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, 
Caihoun, W. B Cam. bell, Carter, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, 
Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Dennis, Deilet, Edwaids, Evans, Everett, Fill- 
more, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, 


G.aham, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Hall, Wm. 3. Hasungs, 
Hawes, Henry, Hill of Va. Hoffman, Hopkins, Hunt, James, 
Charles Johnston, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kiug, Lincoln, McCarty, 
| Marvin, S. Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Mergan, Calvary Morris, 
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: Randolph, Raiiden, Rayney, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, wer- 


Taliaferro, W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, E. D. White, John 


Christopher H. Wiiliams, and Wise—98. 
NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Brewster, Aaron V. 


Campbell, Carr, Carroll,Chapman, Clifford, Cotes, Connor, 
vee, John Davia, Doan, Doig, 


Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Mil ot N. C. Mil- 
ien, Holleman, Hook, Howard, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Na- 
haniel Jones, John -W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Lead- 
better, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, Me- 
Cuiloch, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Muler, Mon- 
tanya, Montgomery, Bamuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish; 
Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Edward Rogérs, Ryall, Shaw, Shepard, A. Smith, 
John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, 


. of small pica, plain work, at a reduct: +i] Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, D. D. Wagener, Watterson 
Of every ee of rule-work, small Bee ate w Weiler, Jared W, Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthing. 
. ? ton—. . 
E ae a i breie col z 2 40 So the proposed substitute was rejected. 
ad page ol brevier rale-work, ata re- | Mr. COOPER of Georgia presented the fcllow- 
duction of - k 3 - + 30 || ing, which he wished to move as a sutstitute for 


——— TEETE naa 


On this motion a discus- | 


: he wished to know. 


The question was then put on adopting the sub- | 


| Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, feck, Pope, Profit, Randall, f 


White, T. W. Williams, Lewis Willams, Joseph L. Wiliiams, | 


Brown, A G. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Bynum, John ! 


Mark A. Cooper, Wo. R. Cooper, Craig, Cross, Dana, Da- i 
uncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, i 
Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Griffin, ! 
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the resolutions of the majority, and asked that it 
might be read for the information of the House: 

“Whereas, the House of Representaiives hasen- 
gaged certain individuals to do the printing, which 
is nowin progress of execution, by which this 
House is laid under obligations to pay for the same, 
according to the fair and reasonable worth of the 
work and labor done and to be performed; and for 
as much as the price; thereof cannot now be fairly 
and jus'ly determined by reference to the principle 
of lowest bidder, it is therefore i 

“Resolved, That the prices for printing of the 
House, during the present Congiess, shall be fixed 
on the basis cf those ef 1819, with a reduction 
thereon of fifteen per cent. 

The CHAIR decided that it was too late, the 
previous question havirg been ordered. 

The question then recurring on the adopting the 
resolution reported by the majority of the ce mmit- 
tee, it was desided by yeas and nays as follows— 


; yeas 175, nays 13: 


YEAS-—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Hanks, Beatty, Beirne, 
Bell, Black, Blackwell, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, A. V. 
Brown, Aibert G. Brown, Anson Brown, Burke, William O. 
Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, Jobn Campbeil, Wiliam B. Camp- 
bell, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, C apman, Chinn, Clark, 
Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, James Cooper, Mark A. 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig. Cranston, Dana, 
Davee, John Davis, Deberry, Denuis, Lellct, Doan, Doig, 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, ola s. Evy, Fille, Fine, Fletcher, 
Floyd, Galbraith, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, 
Goode, Graves, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, Hall, ifammond, 
Hand, William S. Tastings, Jolm Hastings, Hawes, Hawking, 
Henry, Hill of Va. Hiilen, Hoffman, Holleman, Hook, Mop- 
kins, Howard, Hubbard, Nunt, James, Jameson, Charles 
Johnston, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Kilie, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lin- 
coln, Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, McClelian, McCulloh, McKay, 
Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, Masoa,Medill, Muller, Monroe) 
Montanya, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Morria, Calvary 
Morris, Navlor, Newhard, Osborne, Palen, Parish, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Randall, Randolph, Rayner, 
Reed, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, B. Rogers, Russell, Ryall, 
Shaw, Sh pard, Simonton, A. Sm th, John Smith, Truman 
Smith, Phomas Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, Storrs, Strong, Sinart, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, Jacob 
Taompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, 
Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, 
Edward D. White, John White, Jared W. Williams, Thomas 
W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Worthington—175. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Baker, Barnard, Cushing, Dawson 
Giddings, King, Ogle, Parris, Petrixin, Rariden, Sergeant, an 
Wise—13. 

After the calling of the names of members had 
been gone through with, 

Mr. CUSHING rose and said he had already 
voted, and in the negative, upon the printed copy 
of the resolutions before him; but it might be that 
the printed copy was erroneous, which was what 
As printed, the resolution, 
though only a House resolution, was in effect, ac- 
cording to its terms, a law of Congress, governing 
the Senate, and was therefore unconstitutional. 

The SPEAKER said it was now too late to 
amend the resolution. 

Mr. BLACK sail he was quite willing that the 
error, which was a misprint, should be corrected 
by substituting for “the printing of Congress” that 
of the “House of Representatives,” 

The SPEAKER said it. was now too late, unless 
by general corsent. 

‘Mr. BLACK. Then if there be no objection E 
move that it Le corrected. 

The motion was objected to by the Whig party 
generatly. i 

Mr. B said: Then let it stand. 

Mr. CUSHING ihen said that he must adhere 
tu his vote ia the negative. : 

Sa the report of the committee (in favor of fif- 
teen per cent. reduction) was agreed to.- $ 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved to recommit the re- 
sidue of the report, viz: that part which relates to 
separating the public printing from the political 
press, with instructions to report the bill, a projet 
of which is contained in the minority’s report. ` ` 

Mr. BL-ACK reminded the House that the ma- 
jority of the comm tiee bad reported no bill, but a 
resolution. 

The reading, both of the bill proposed by the 
minority and also of the resolution reported by the 
Majority, was demanded. s Py ys 

They were read accordingly. a 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to lay the whole sube 
ject on the table. hi 

Mr. WISE demanded the yeas and nays, W ich 
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were ordered and taken, and resulted as follows— 
yeas 104, nays 89. 


So the subject of the separation of the printing © 


from newspaper establishments was laid on the 
table. 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he rose for the 
purpose of enabling him to submit a motion, that 
the House resoive itself mto Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. J.said, in so doing, he deemed it fair and 
proper to state, that in case the Houss shouid go into 
committee, he would then ask the committee to 
take up the Independent Treasury bill. He ex- 
pressed a hope that he should have the co-opera- 
tion, not only of the friends of the measure, but 
also of its opponents, who, on other occasions, had 
expressed their apprehensions, that it was the in- 
tentionof the supporters of this Administration 
not toactupon the bill at the present session of 
Congress. He concluded by submitting his motion 
to suspend the rules, and on it he asked for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON wished to know 
if the gentleman from Virginia would not consent 
to modify his motion’ so as to embrace other bu- 
siness. f 

Mr. WISE wished to have a fair understanding 
on the matter. If this was a motion to go mto 
committee on a particular subject, he would oppose 
it; but if the motion to go into committee was ge- 
neral, he would support it. f . 

Mr. JONES explained that his motion was to 
suspend the rules for the purpose of going into 
Committee of the Whole generally. Bat he had 
expressed his intention, in case the motion 
shou!d be carried, to ask the committee to take up 
the Independent Treasury b.ll. 

# The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, by yeas and nays, and resulted 
as follows: yeas 117, nays 83; not two thirds: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Brewster, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Bynum, Wm. B. 
Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Col- 
guin, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, Craig, 

cary, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, 
Floyd, Fornance, Gaibraith, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
John Hastings. Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Caro- 
lina, Hulten, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubbard, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, ee Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, 
Lucas, McCiellan, McCulioch, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Mason, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery. Samuel W: 
Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petri- 
kin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Edward Rogers, Ry- 
all, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith. Thos. Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vander- 

l, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Jared 

. Williams, Henry Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Wor- 
thington—117. 

NA YS—Mesers. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Bell, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Ca‘houn, Car- 
ter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, Rice Garland, Gates, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, 
Graham, Green, Grinnell, Hail, William 8. Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry, Hoffinan, Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, Wm. Cost 
Johnson, King, Lincoln, McCarty, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, 


Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russe'l, | 
Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stan'y Stuart, Ta- | 


liaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, 
Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Edward D. White, Jobn White, 


Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Wil- | 


liams, and Wise—83. 
So the rules were not suspended. 
On motion of Mr. BANKS, the House then 
receeded to the orders of the day. ` 


The following engrossed bills were taken up, | 


read the third time, and passed, viz: 

A bill for the retief of William J. Roberts and 
William Detherage; 

A bill for the relief of John Roberts; and 

A bill for the relief of the widow and children of 
William Grant Davidson. 


The bill entitled “An act to amend an act to re- | 
mit duties upon certain goods destroyed by fire at | 
the late conflagration in the city of New York in | 
December, 1835,” passed July 7, 1238, was taken 


up on the question, Shall it be ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading? 


Mr. CURTIS moved an amendment, providing 


that all appropriations for relief under th’s act, and 


the act to which this is a supplement, skall be filed . 
with the commissioner in six months after the pas- 


gage of this act, 
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Mr. RHETT moved an amendment to the 
amendment, so as to make the principle of relief in 
the bill general—to make it extend to other cities 
where goods have been destroyed by fire. 

The question was taken on the amendment to the 
amendment, and rejected. 


The question recurring on the criginal amend- 


ment, it was agreed w. 

Mr. CURTIS moved the previous question on 
ordering the bill to be engrossed. 

Mr. RHETT moved a call of the House; which 
the House refused. 

Mr, CONNOR moved to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble, and on that motion demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and were—yeas 73, 
nays 93, 

So the House refused to lay it upon the table. 

‘Mr. PARRIS moved a called of the Hense; and 
on that motion demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, aud were—yeas 6) nays 100. 

Thecall was refused. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 


` question being, “Shall the main question be or- 


derec?” 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi demanded the 
yeas znd nays; which were net ordered. 

The main ques:ion was then ordered; which was, 
“Shall the bill ke engrossed fui a third reading?” 
and on that motion, 


Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; | 


which were orcered, and were—; eas 87, nays 80. 
The bill having been engrossed, and the question 
being on its passage, 


Mr. HUBBARD demanced the yeas and nays; ` 
| on the three first pages of the private calendar. 


which were ordered. 
Mr. PETRIKIN moved to refer the bill to the 


© Committee on Commerce, and made some remarks 


in support of the motion. 
Mr. PROFFIT called for the previous question, 
which was seconded—ayes 65, noes 63. 


Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays on 


ordering the main question, which were ordered, 
and, being taken, were—yeas 69, nays 83, as fol- 
lows: x 


YEAS—Meesrs. J. Q. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Ba- 
ker, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Brockway, Carroll, Chinn, Critten- 
den, Clark, James Cooper, Crans:on, Crocketi, Curtis, Cushing, 
Davies, Dellet, Doig, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fine, 
Fioyd, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goode, Graves, Grinnell, 
Hand, W.S. Hastings, Hawes, Hiilen, Hotinan, Howard, James, 
Kemb'e, Lincoln, Mason, Monroe, Morgan, Ozte, Peck, Proffit, 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Ridzway, Russell, Sergeant, 
Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Waddy Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Triplet, ‘Trumbull, Vanderpoel, Edward D, 
White, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
and Wise—69. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, 
Black, Blackwell, Burke, William B. Campbell, Carr, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Marx A. Cooper, William 
R. Cooper, Crabb, Davee, John Davis, Dawson, Doan, Duncan, 
Eastman, Fornance, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, John Hastings, 
Hawkins, John Hill of N. C. Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Ħub- 


: bard, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
! Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, 
po McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Samuel W. Mor- 


ris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Pctiikin, 
Pope, Ramsey, Rhett, Ryall, Shaw, Albert Smith, Juha Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Sicenrod, Sumter, Swearingen, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Turney, Under- 


| wood, David D. Wagener, Weiler, Wick, Jared W. Williams, | 
Henry Williums, and Lewis Williams—89. 


So the main question was not ordc'ed. 


The effect of tnis vote, by the rule, was to put 


the bill from under the consideration of the House 
for this day. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved that the House adjourn; 
which motion, by yeas 37, nays 9, was rej«cted. 

On motion of Mr. R. GARLAND, the bill for 
the relief of Mary Tecker, was postponed till Sa- 
turday wéek, 

Mr. RUSSELL moved that the House go into 


| committee on the bills enumerated on the three 
| first pages of the private calendar; cn which motion -| 


no eucrum voted. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a call of the House. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved an adjournment, but 
subsequently withdrew the motion. 

After some conversation between Messrs. STAN- 
LY, PETHIKIN, and BRIGGS— 

Mr. BRIGGS asked the yeas and nays on the 


: motion that there be a cali of the House, which. 
' were ordered, aud, beiwg takea, were: yeas 79, 
! nays 51. i 


So the call was ordered. 


And, a qucram being now present, Mr. BRIGGS | 
, moved to suspend proceedings on the call. ij 


| that motion. 
| gentlemen would have a call of the Hvuuse, let 
| them go through with it. 


i} which were not ordered. 


Mr. ANDREWS asked the yeas and nays on 
He was not disposed to trifle; and if 


Mr. BRIGGS then withdrew his motion to sus- 


` pend; and the call proceeded, when 136 answered 


to their names. 

Mr. BANKS said there was a quorum present; 
if there was any intention to do the private busi- 
ness, they had better dispense with all further pro-s 


i! ceedings in the call: he moved to suspend further 


proceedings. 
Mr. ANDREWS asked the yeas and nays; 


Mr. PETRIKIN asked for tellers; 
was not sustained. 
Mr. HUBBARD said many gentlemen had gone 


but the call 


| out of the House since they had answered to their 
‘| names on the call of the roll. 


And the question being then taken on the motion 
to suspend all further proceedings on the call, it 
prevailed by the vote of 80 to 21, a majority of 
the members present, but no quorum voted. 

Mr. R. GARLAND then renewed the motion 
that the Houte go into committee. 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas ani nays, 


` which ordered, and, being taken, were, yeas 123, 


nays 0. 

So the motion was agreed to; and a quoram was 
ascertained to be present. 

And, at four o’clozk, after an hour and a half 


‘| spent in motions to adjourn, and a call of the 


House, the House went into Committee of the 
Whole (Mr. Brices of Massachusetts in the chair) 


The committee took up the bill for the relief of 
Andrew Law, assignee of Law, Taylor, and Co. 

The report having been read— 

After some remarks from Messrs. PETRIKIN 
and M. A. COOPER, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out ihe enact- 
ing clause. 

A discussion followed, in which Messrs. 
ADAMS, DAWSON, M. A. COOPER, CRAIG, 
and SERGEANT, participated in favor of the 
bill, and Messis. RHETT and PETRIKIN in op- 
position. 

The question on the motion to strike out the en- 
acting clause was taken, and the vote slood—ayes 
40, noes 60—no quorum voting. 

The CHAIR requested the members without the 
bar to come within the bar and vote; when a count 
having been again taken, the vote stood, yeas 40, 
nays 56; (stili no quorum voting.) 

The committee then rose, and the chairman re- 
ported to the House that the committee found it- 
self without a quorum. 

Mr. HUBBARD (at a quarter before 5) moved 
that the House adjourn. On which motion, Mr. 
R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and nays; 
which, being ordere:!, were, veas 43, nays 68. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

And, after several ineffectual motions for a call 
of the House, yeas and nays, &c. 

Tie House adjourned. . 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, May 16, 1840. 

Messrs. C. H. WILLIAMS and BANKS, by gonsent, present- 
ed additional testimony in relation to claims now before com- 
mittees, 

Mr. BRIGGS made some remarks in relation to the unconsti- 
tutionality of the resolutions passed by the House on yesterday, 
reducing the price of the public printing fifteen per cent. He 
argued that, in its present form, it would bea perfect nullity; in- 
asmuch as the House could not, by asimple resolution, annul 
the law of Congiess fixing the prices. For these, and other 
considerations. he moved a reeonsideration of the vote on the 
adoption of the resoiution. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana made a few remarks to show the im- 
portance of transacting the business of the country; and, to at- 
tain that end, moved to lay the motion to reconsider cn the 


table. 

Mr. BRIGGS demanded the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired of the Canam whether, if the motion 
to lay on the table the motion to reconsider prevailed, it did not 
suspend the operation of the resolution. 

Tie CHAIR was understood io say that it suspended its pas- 


sage. 

Mc. L. WILLIAMS moved a call of the House, and on that 
motion demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered; and 
were—yeas 72, nays 94. 

The question recurring on the motion to lay the motion to re- 
consider un the table; 

Mr. SMITH of ladianasaid he would withdraw that motion; 
and moved the previous question on the motion to reconsider; 
which motion received a second; and the main question having 
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been ordered, which main question was, ‘Shall the Yote be re- 
considered?” i 
Mr. RANDOLPH demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 61, nays 9S. So the House refused to 
reconsider the vote. 
"Mr. DAVIS of Pennsylvania asked leave to offer the follow- 
ng resolution: Š . f 
Resolved, That feom and after Monday next, this House will 
take a daily recess fram two till half past three, p. m. 
Objection being made, } 
Mr. DAVIS moved a suspension of the rules. 
On that motion, Mr. HOFFMAN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which, being ordered, were—yeas 130, nays 40. 
So the rules were suspended. : 
_ And the question recurring on the adoption of the resolu- 


tion, 

Mr. SMITH of Maine moved to amend, by inserting “half past 
two till four o’clock.”? l 

Mr. DAVIS accepted this asa modification of-his resolution, 
and the question being on the adoption of the resolution as 


; : 
Mr. BARNARD moved further to amend, by a resolution pro- 
viding that on and after Monday next, the House do meet at 10, 
a. m. and adjourn at 4, p. m. which was disagreed to. 
The previous question on the resolution was then moved, put, 
and carried, and the resolution agreed to without a count. 
So on and after Monday next, the House will take a duily re- 
cess from half past two till four p. m. ae 
Mr. McK AY said there had been a letter received this mom- 
ing, and lard onthe table, from Messrs. Blair and Rives, in rela- 
tion to the prices paid for the public printing; and asking that 
the prices for figure work and brevier migtit be fixed. He 
wished that letter referred to the Select Committee, of which 
the gentleman from Georgia was a member, with instructions 
report thereon. He accordingly made a motion to that 
fect. F k 
Mr.. PROFFIT objected, and the motion could not be 
then entertained. ~— . 
Mr. BANKS, on leave, wresented, on behalf of Mr. Camp- 
BELL, then absent on the Committee of Elections, certain eyi- 
dence in relation to the erection of a beacon and light-house, 


near Georgetown, South Carolina, which, on his mutinn, was: 


referred tw the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, mover to amend the 93th Rule of 
the House, s0 as toappoint.a standing committee on the public 
printing. $ 

Objection being made, i : 

Mr. DAVIS moveda suspension of the rules, which motion 
was negatived. : ; 

The SPEAKER then calied on the standing.committees for 
reports; when 


Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims,’ reported: 


back to the House, with an amendment, Senate bil! entitled an 
act for the relief of H. Lucas; which was committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. ; 

Also, reported back tothe House, with an amendment, Senate 
bill entitled an act for the relief of Alfred P. King; which was 
commiited to the Committee of the Whole. . 

Mr. BURKE, trom the Committee on Commerce, reported 
back to the House, without arnendment, Senate bill entitled an 

"act for the relief of the Steamimat Company of Nantuckot; 
which was committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

Also, reported back to the House, without amendment, joint 
resolution of the Senate directing the purchase of 250 copies 
of Jones’s Digest of tha Tarifo be deposited in the library of 
Congress; which was read; an : 

On motion of Mr. PATRIKIN, who made some remarks in 
Opposition to it, referred to the Committee of the Whole, and 
made the order of the day forto-morrow. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the Public Lands, re- 

rted a bill coufirming to the Territory of Iowa a tract of land 
Er the purpose of erecting public buildings thereon; which was 
read twice; and 

On motion of Mr. L. who said the bill was a mere matter of 
form, it having been engrossed, was reád. the third time, and 


Mr. L. from the same committee, reported a bill granting to 
the county of John<on, in the Territory of lowa,the right of pre- 
emption to a tract of land fora seat of justice for the said county; 
and repealing the 2d section of the act heretofore passed on the 
34 of March, 1819, entitled an act making a donation of land to 
the Territory of lowa, for the purpose of erecting public build- 
ings thereon; which was read twice, and committed. 

“ic. MASON, from the Committee on the Public Lands, re- 
. ported backto the House without amendment, Senate bill en- 


titledan act to authorize the -registers and receiver of the - 


land officers to administer all the oaths necessary to persons, in 
relation to the entry. and purchase of land. 

. After a few remarks hy Mr. HUBBARD of Alabama, to press 
the passage of the billimmediately, - À 
. Mr. DAVIS of Indiana inquired whether any provision was 
made in the bill to fix the fees for administering the oaths; 
which he said should be done. 

Mr. MASON was understood to reply in the negative. 

After a few remarks from Mr. UNDERWOOD,,. 

Mr. R. GARLAND contended that some provision should.be 
made to fix the fees for administering the oath as intimated by 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Davis ] -The registers and 
receivers, he said, were in the habit of charging whatever they 
pleased as fees. He knew.a casein his district where one of 
those officers charged a gentleman $22 as fees for the entry of 
forty acrés of land under the pre-emption act. P 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana then moved an amendment, providing 
that the registers and receivers should not directly or indirectly 
receive any compensation for administering such oaths; which 


was agreed to, i 
i po NDERWOOD then made farther objections to the bill, 
After a few remarks by Messrs. REYNOLDS and CRARY, 


a verbal amendment was made te the bill. : 
_ „Mr. UNDERWOOD moved an amendmeht, making it the 
duty ofthe Commissioner of the General Land Offi¢e to give 
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information to any individual who°may make app‘ication for 
that purpose, of the name and residence of the persons owning 
lands in any section of the country. 

Mr. CUSHING objected to the amendment. It would give 
speculators, hy the information that they might obtain from 
the Commissioner, an opportunity to impose upon the old sol- 
diers who had received bounty lands from the United States, 

Mr. REYNOLDS said, if the Commissioner was bound to 
answer all the leuers for information from every part of the 
United States, consequent upon the passage ofsucha provi- 
sion. it would consume all his time. He coincided with the 
views expressed by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Cusuina.] He might speculate himse!foccazionally, but he did 
not coasider itright to afford an opportunity to these specu- 
lating gentlemen to impose upon the old soldiers. 

After a few further remarks by Mr. CUSHING in opposition 
to the amendment 

Mr. STEWART said he represented a district which was 
much interested in this provision. He argued that it would 
pot be for the benefit of ths speculators, as intimated; but that 
he had received letters from farmers who were not speculators, 
calling for information of the kind which this amendment was 
intended to meet. He had introduced a resolutioncalling upon 
the Commissioner for ali the information, giving the names and 
the residence of the landholders, which was adopted by the 
House. He contended that it would be for the benefit of the old 
soldiers, many of whom had their lands sold for taxes under the 
Jaws of Illinois; and who, in all probability, were not aware of 
that faci; and were barred from any claim to the lands thus sold 
after the expiration of a certain period. And ifthe informa- 
tion of the names ofthe persons and residence could be known, 
such a resalt might be prevented. 

Mr. MASON argued that the information on the public re- 
cords should be made free tu all; that it should not be locked 
up, subject to the disposition of the Commissioner. The power 
of tha Commissioner might bè converted to a species of favo- 

ritism. He might, if he chose, give information of the kind re- 
quired to a friend, and withhold it from an enemy. He was in 
Javor of the adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. CASEY did not consider the amendment necessary, in- 
asmuch as alt the information which could be required would 
be reported tothe House under the resolution preported by his 
‘colleague, [Mr. Srgwart,] and would be free forthe whole 
country. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD replied that the information under 
that resolu:ion would apply only to military lands. 

Mr. CASEY saii the rule of the Deparment refusing infor- 
mation did not.apply except to military lands. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD was not aware of that fact. The amend- 
ment wonld however do no harm. 

Mr. HUBBARD said the question was one totally discon- 
nected with-this bill. He move l the previous question, which 
was amended, and the main question ordered; which main 
question being first on the adoption of the amendment, 

Tae question was taken by tellers (Messrs. Jounson of Ma- 
Tyland and. Howanp acting as such) who reporied—ayes 55, 
noes 90; so the amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurring on ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, it was carried in the affirmative; and 
the bill haviug been engrossed, it was read a third time, and 

assed. i 
p Mr. MASON, from the Committee on the Public Lands, re- 
ported back to the House, without amendment, Senate bill 
entitled an act torevivean act authorizing certain soldiers of 
the late war to surrender hounty lands drawn by them, and 
to enter others in lien thereof, and for other purposes; which 
was read the third time by special order, and passed. 

Mr. M. also, f.om the same committee, reported back to the 
House, with an amendment, Senate biil entitled an act to dis- 
continue the office of Surveyor General in the several land 
districts so soon as the surveys therein can be completed, and 
for abolishing the ‘land offices, under certain circumstances; 
and for other purposes; the amendment was concurred in, 
and the bill was committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, reported back to the 
House, without amendment, Senate bill entitled an act autho- 
rizing the relinquishment of the 16th sections, granted for the 
use of public schools, and the entry of other lands in lieu there- 
of; which was committed. i 

The morning hour having expired, to which the reception of 
reports of committees was confined, 

Mr. MASON of Ohio moved to suspend the rules, to submit 
a motion that another hour be granted to the committees to re- 
port; and the question being put, the House refused to suspend 
the rules for that purpose. 

_ On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, the House then passed to the 
orders-of the day. ; 

Engrossed Senate bills on the iy ioral table, of the follow- 
ing titles, were then taken up and passed, viz: 

3 An act for the relief of the legal representatives of David 

tone; . 

An act authorizing Sippican and Mattapoisett, within the 
township of Roenester, in the State of Massachusetts, to be 
known hereafter as ports of entry, under those names. A 

. Joint resolution of the Senate, authorizing the appointment 
ofa Select Committee ta investigate into the contract of the 
late Secretary of State, Edward Livingston, with Clark and 
Force, for the compilation and publication of a Documentary 
History of the United States, was read twice, and, by apecial or- 
der, the third time, and passed; and, _ 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, a committee of five was'appoint- 
ed on the part of the House. 

The bill next in order was the bill explanatory of the act for 
the relief of sufferers by the great fire at New York. The bill 
having been previously read a third time, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved the previous question on its pas- 


sage. 
The call for the previous question being seconded, the main 
question was ord tohe put. And the main question being 
on the paseage of the bill, it was taken by yeas and nays as fol- 
lows: yeas &0, nays 95. $ 
So the bili was rejected. ee ; 
Mr. GRIFFIN of South Carolina moved a reconsideration of 
the yote by which the bill had been rejected, = 
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, On that motion Mr. HUBBARD called the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded, and the main question ordered to be 
put. 
And on the main question, (being on the motion to reconsi- 
der,) Mr. CONNOR demande the yeas and nays; which being 
ordered, were—yeas 78, nays 96. 

So the House refused to reconsider. i 

_ On monon of Mr. RUSSELL, the House then resolved itself | 
intoa Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Bricgs in the chair,} end 
Tesumed he Spraideration of private bills on the ealendar, 

e est bul in order was the bill for the relief assignee - 

of Law, Taylor and Co. ae 
The qu stion pending being on the motion to strike out the 
enacting clause, it was opposed by Messrs. EVERETT,RHETT, 

HABEKSHAM, and COOPER of Georgia. 

‘The question then being taken on the motion to strike out, the 
ayes were 35, and the noes 72—no quorum. 

The committee then rose, and the Chairman reported that fact 
to the House. 

Mr. WISE said it was a notorious fact, that on private bill 
days there „was seldom orever a quorum; and if gentlemen 
would persist in dividing the committee, gross injustice would 


be done to the parties concerned. He thetefure moved an ad- 
journment. 


On the motion, Mr. ANDREWS 
says; which were not ordered. 

Mr. WISE said, if the House would, by common consent, 
back into Committee ef the Whole, he would withdraw the 
motion to adjourn. 

Mr. ANDREWS said he would not consent to any such ar- 
rangement. The House had power to compel the attendance 
of members, and he wished the power to be exercised. y 

Mr. WISE. Theni will not withdraw the motion. 

The question on the motion to adjoura was then taken by- 
tellers, and resulted—ayes 50, noes 61. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. MORGAN moved a call of the House. 

Oa-that motion, Mr. ANDREWS demanded the yeas and 
nays; which being ordered were—yeas 54, nays 68, 

So the call was not ordered, tees 

A quorum bheing now present the House again resolved it- 
selfintu a Committee of the Whole, and resumed the conside- 
ration of the bill pending which it had risen. ; 

Mr. PETRIKIN withdrew his motion for a division on the 
motion to strike out the enacting clause. 

The question on striking out was then taken, and negatived 
without acount, and the bill laid aside to be reported. 

The next bill was a bill for the relief of Benjamin Adams and 
Co. and others. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out the enacting clause, and 
in advocating the motion, he was quoting, ina general way, what 
had formerly been said on the floor of the House, relative to 
the waste and extravagance of the Democratic party and the 
present Administration; and that, when the Whigs were told 
they had voted for the bills granting the sums complained of as 
extravagant, they replied that the Dentucrats had the majority, 
and ought to have prevented the passage of all improper laws: 
“Pass these hills, voting away a million of money, and we will 
be again told, ‘the Democracy had the majority in the House of 
Representatives; why did they’ paes such bills? ” Mr. P. was 
called to or 'er by the CHAIR for irreleyaney. 

Mr. PETRIKIN centended that he was ie order, inasmuch as 
he intended to show that the passage of thie bill was impolitic, 
and wrong in principle. He therefore took an appeal from the 
decision of the CHAIR. : 

And the question being on the appeal, some debate arose bhe- 
tween Mesars. MORGAN, GARLAND of Louisiana, DAVIS, 
and others, as to whether the appeal was debatable. D 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana referred to the rule of the 
House, which declares that an appeal is not debatable. 

The question was then taken by tellers on sustaining the deci- 
sion of the CHAIR, and resulted—ayes 67, noes 53: no quomm. 

The committee then rose, and the chairman reported that fact 


demanded the yeas and 


` to the House. 


Mr. ANDREWS gave notice that he would, on Monday, mova 
& reconsideration of the vote, by which the House had ordered a 
daily recess. ite Ne 

Mr. WELLER moved an adjournment. — 

On that motion, the yeas and nays were ordered, and were- 
yeas 63, nays 60, Ee ee pee 

So the House adjourned, 


IN SENATE, a 
_ Monpay, May 18, 1840. 
* The CHAIR laid before the Sena‘e a report of the Secretary 
of the Navy, made in obedience to a ution of the Senate, 
on the expediency of adopting the improved boarding patois 
and rifles invented by Samuel Colt: which was read, refer. 
red to the Committee on Naval Affairs. ; 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a remonstrance from a large num- 
ber of merchants, of the city of New York, against the panase 
of the bill to ensure the more faithful execution of the laws re- 
lating to the collection of duties on importa. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the memorial of the heirs of 
Thomas Farrar; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 


sions. . 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of the President and 
Directors of the Grand Gulf Railroad and Banking Company, 
praying a remission of duties on certain railroad iron; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. ; 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of citigens of Rankin 


` county, Mississippi, praying the passage of a general bankrupt 


law; which was laid on the table. - 
Mr. KING presented the memorial ofthe Alabama and New 
Ortears Railroad Company, praying a remission of duties on 
enin railroad iron; which was referred to the Commities va 
inance. : 
Mr. K. also presented the memorial of Apn Dave: 
zac; which was referred to the Committee on 
tione. . 
Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition: 


Livi n county, 
one Mackeaale; whi 


‘CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


Simonton, John Smith, Thomas Sm'th, B:arkweather, Steen- 
rod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Vroom, Watterson, eller, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, and Henry Williams—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Briges, Brockway, Anson Brown, Cal- 
houn, William B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chittenden, Cran- 
ston, Curtis, Cushing, Davies; Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Rice Garland 
Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger! 
Green, Habersham, Hall, William 8. Hastings, Hawes, Hen- 
ry, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Lincotn, Marvin, Monroe, 
Morgan, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Ser- 
geant, Slade, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Wagner, 
Warren, Edward D. White, John White, Thomas Ww. Wil 
liams, Lewis Williams, and Christopher H. Williams —79. 

So the rules were not suspended. 


Mr. MONROE of New York made a motion to suspend the 
rules to enable him to move a resolution that the House would 
on to-morrow, at 12 o’clock, and every subsequent day, except 
Fridays and Saturdays, at the same hour, reso!ve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to take up the 
several appropriation bills in the order m which they stand on 
the calendar; and that said bills be made the special order to take 
precedence of all other business until disposed of, excepting 
private bill days; and that then the Independent Treasury bill 
should be taken up and disposed of after the same manner. 

Mr. R. GARLANDsaid the resolution would not change the 
order of business. These bills came up as a matter of course. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to lay the motion to suspend the rules on 
the table. 

Mr. FROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
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On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the petition and papers of 
Captain: Fitzgerald were permitted to be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate. ‘ ; 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to 
which was referred the bill to confirm the survey and location 
of claimafor lands in the State of Mississippi, east of Pearl 
river, andvouth ofthe Bist degree of north latitude, reported the 


the Judiciary Committee to the subject, and without further 
trespassing upon the kindness of the House, would move the 
reference {of the memorials to the Committee on the Judi. 
ciary. 

Also, the memorial of 146 citizens ofthe townof Brunswick, 
county of Rensselaer, New York, asking the House of Repre- 
sentativesto inquire into the case of William Lyon Mackenzie, 
imprisoned at Kochester, New York, under sentence from one 
ofthe Federalcourts, fora violation of the neutrality laws of 
the Government; and intercede for the release of said Mac- 
kenzie, 

Mr. H. said that, since receiving said memorial, and before 
any opportunity had been presented of offering the same to the 
House, he had perceived from the public journals that the 
prayer of the memorialists had been eomplied with by the Ex- 
ecutive of the country, and he therefore would move to lay the 
memorial upon the table. 5 

Mr. H. also stated that he hadin his possession resolutions 
from the Legislature of his own State, in relation to thena- 
tional domain, and also in reference to the consent ofthe State 
to the construction by, the General Government of a ship canal 
around the Niagara Falls, and nrgingthe passage by Congress 
of a law for that purpose, but he would forbear sending said 
resolutions to the table, as similar ones had already been pre- 
sented by those who had preceded him this morning. ] 

Mr. RANDOLPH of New Jersey presented a petition from 
certain citizens of that State, praying that the nett proceeds of 
the public lands be distributed among the several States. He 
moved that it be referred to the Committee on the Public 

` Lands, with instructions to report a bill, to go. into effect after 
the year 1840, in accordance with the prayers of the petition- 
ers. Mr. R. moved the previous question on the motion. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. RANDOLPH demanded the yeas and nays 

Mr. LEWIS moved that there be a call of the House, and on 
that motion demanded the yeas and nays; which, having been 
ordered, were—yeas 37, nays 108. 

The questron then recurring on the motion to lay the whole 
subject on the table, it was determined ìn the affirmative on 
yeas and nays, there being ayes 89, nays 69. 

Petitions were then further presented by Mr. VROOM of 
New Jersey. 

By Messrs. PETRIKIN and JAMES of Pennsylvania. 

[Mr. JamEs presented a petition on the subject of Aboli- 
tion, which he said he knew came within the rules on that 
subjec!; but he moved that the rules be suspended to enable 
him to present them to the House. } 

Mr. LEWIS demanded the yeas and nays on the motion to 
suspend the rules; which were ordered. 

Mr. WISE moved to lay the motion to suspend the rules on 
the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays; which having 
been ordered, : 

Mr. JAMES withdrew his motion to suspend the rules. 


Petitions were further presented from Messrs. JAMES 
LEET, RAMSEY, TOLAND, EDWARDS, McCULLOCH 
MARCHAND, PAYNTER, OGLE, NEWHARD, HAM. 
MOND, FORNANCE, and SARGEANT. 

(Mr. Leet of Pennsylvania said he had received and was re- 
quested to present a memorial adopted at a large and respecta- 
ble meeting of citizens of the Territory of Wiskonsin, held at 
Green Bay, on the 12th of February last. This memorial, said 
Mr. L. requests Congress to make appropriations in aid of the 
improvement of the navigation of the Fox and Wiskonsin rivers, 
as also the military road from Fort Howard to Fort Crawford; 
which appropriations, it is suggested, shall be expended under 
the direction of the War Department. The memorialists also 
pray that a port of entry may be established at the town of 
Green Bay. Mr. L. moved that the memorial be referred to the 
Committee on the Territories, which was agreed to.] 

{Mr. PeTRIKIN presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania, for a grant of land to the officers of the army of 
the United States whoserved during the late war with Great 
Britain: referred tothe Commit@e en Military Affairs. Also, 
the memorial of Daniel Nesbitt, and 43 ower inhabitants of 
. Lewisburg, Union county, Pa. asking the passage of alaw fora 

rotective tariff on all goods imported from foreign countries 

into si United States: referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 

(Mr. PAYNTER presenti a petition from the citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, asking that alaw may be passed allowing a donation 
of land to such officers as served during the war of 1812: refer- 
red to the Committee on the Public Lands 

At this stage of the proceeding, the House, in accordance with 
the resolution adopted on Saturday last, took a recess from half 
past 2 to4 o’clock. 


wir. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, to which 
was referred the petition of Frith, Smith, and Co, made an ad- 


Mrz. also, from the same committee, to which was referred 
certain documents exhibiting the relative consumption of oil 
in light-houses by means of reflectors and lenses, made a favora: 


big. radert 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
which was referred a memorial of the State of Kentucky, for . 
aaremitation of certain arma furnished by that State for the use 
ofthe General Government, reported a joint resolution on the. 
awiiect;. which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr, STRANGE, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was recommitted the bill for the relief of Thomas L. 
Winthrop andothers, made a speciai report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

_My. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, reported a 
bill for the establishment of ports of entry in the States of Mis- 
senri aad Arkansas, and to allow debenture in certain cases; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading, and the docu- 
yaeala. connected therewith ordered to be printed. 

Mr. -K. ako, from the same committee, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of David 
E Brackett; which was agreed to. 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of various memorials in 
telatian to a. new custom-house in the city of Philadelphia; 
which was agreed to. 

Mc WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, reported a 
bilor-the- relief of William Raud; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 5 nd the rules for that purpose, which wasin order. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the Post Office and Mr. TURNEY hoped the rules would be suspended. 
Pam Roads, to which was recommitted the bill for the relief of Mr. MONROE having modified his resolution, after some con- 
Avery, Saltmarsh and Co, reported the same without amend- versation, withdrew it. 


ment. ` i A The SPEAKER announced that this being the day set apart 
Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolution for conside- || py the rutes for the reception of resolutions, he would proceed 


ration: ` f to call the S’ates for that purpose; but 

Resolved, That, after to-day, the Senate will take a daily re- On motion, the rules were suspended for the purpose of pre- 
cess from half past 2 o'clock, p.m. to 4 oclock, p. m. A | senting petitions; when 
Whe hill for the relief of Francis Cazeau was read a third The SPEAKER called the States for that purpose, commenc. 


a j the relie ; ing with the State of Massachusetts. 
hy bik alee the i Brg blr ng or rele te Petitions were then presented by Measte, ADAMS, BRIGGS, 
Meare. C ie Let y 0 ER, PARMENTER, H. WILLIAMS, CUSHI 
Messrs. CLAY of Alabama, WILLIAMS, HUBBARD, and REED, BAKER, R, AMS, : 


: rate nd W. B. CALHOUN, of Massachusetts. 
TAPPAN, was jedeGninitsly potpore Te En noes 12. My Mr. TILLINGHAST of Rhode Island. 


r : a “By Messre. OSBORNE and TRUMBULI. of Connecticut. 

‘The dill Lo-establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- By Messrs. HALL, SLADE, and FLETCHER of Vermont. 

oat the United States being taken up, = [Mr. Fuetcrar presented memorial of several citizens of the 
Mr.. WEBSTER addressed the Senate at length in opposition || city of Rochester, Monroe county, New York, praying the re- 

if gaekccamat i proposed by ne Wari and in farot onime lease of Wm. {L. Mackenzie; (this memorial waa nearly forty 

wir ? 7 : : i : If i g ig names two columns, the whole 

My: BTRANGE iatimating an intention to address the Senate a a E and signed by on Reo eR A 

onthe abject, it was informally passed over. 


<< emorial ot John C. Parker and, rau oobi pe 
: x x s u ct. emorial o 
Seaztethen weat into the consideration of Executive bu- of Rochester, New mor ber e a oY Mon N 
H 


` Morgan Penfield and other citizens of Monroe county, New 
niran. PETS York,onthe samesubject. Memorial of J. D. Langdon and others 

And then adjourned. of Genesee county, New York, on the same subject. Me- 
morial of J. P. Ballard and others of Murray, Orleans county, 
on the same subject. Memorial of H. T. Camp and other 
citizens of Stowe, Vermont, praying for the relief of Wm. L. 
Mackenzie. Petition of Harvey Richardson of Montpelier, Ver- 
mont. Petition of H. W. W. Miller and others, praying for a 
grant of land in Oregon Territory.] 


By Messrs. HAND, PRENTISS, STRONG, WAGENER, 
BROWN, VANDERPOEL, BREWSTER, DANA, LEO- 
NARD, MONTANYA, ALLEN, JACKSON, FLOYD, MAL- 
LURY, CURTIS, BARNARD, NATHANIEL JONES.HOFF- 
MAN, FILLMORE, HUNT, MORGAN, FINE, GATES, 
KEMBLE, CHITTENDEN, GRENNELL, MONROE, PA- 
LEN, aad ROGERS, of New York. 


- (Mr. Hanp presented the following petitions: Of Joseph El- 
lery for a pension. referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. Of Stephen Howard, a Revolutionary soldier, for a grant 
of land: referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
Of Alexander Ferrish, and others, praying for indemnity for 
losses in the Revolutionary War: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. Of Jeremiah McCready, praying 
for reimbursement of moneys advanced to two companies of 
United States troops during the last war: referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. Of John Clark, for a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Of children of 
Joseph Plumb, for arrears of pension: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. Of children of Mary Addones, for 
arrears of pension: referred to the Committee on Revolutiona- 
ry Pensions. Also, on his motion, the papers of Squire Ferris 
were referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. ] 

(Mr. Jongs of New York prezented the petition of 126 voters 
of the third district in the Seventh Ward of the city of New 
York, praying that William Lyon Mackenzie may be speedily 
released from imprisonment. The said Mackenzie having been 
released, Mr. J. moved to lay it on the table.) _ 

[Mr. STRONG presented the following petitions: Of William 
Wilcox and Truman Henninway, for relief: referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. Of Isaac Goodwin, praying the 
passage of a law making provision for the payment of his pen- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. } 

Mr. Prentiss presented the petition of Jeremiah E. Cary 
and 49 other citizens of Cherry Valley, Otsego county, New 
York, praying for the passage of a general bankrupt law.) 

(Mr. Hunt of New York presented three memorials from 
717 citizens of Troy, New York, praying Congress for the pas- 

of a general bankrupr law. i 
wer. H. said that upon presenting these memorials, he would 
claim the indulgence of the House to submit a single remark, 
- though strictly outoforder. He wished to call the attention of 
the Committee on the Judiciary particularly to the subject of 
the memorials. It wasone of more general and engrossing in- 
terest than any now before the country, and in his estimation 
- called for immediate action of the House committee, withort 
waiting the progress of the propositions on the subject of bank- 
ruptcy, now pending before the other branch of the National Le- 


gislature. : as 
He, therefore, wiehed to bespeak the immediate attention of 


red. 

Mr. McKAY inquired if it was in order to doa thing by reso- 
lution which wasalready provided for. : 

The CHAIR said the gentleman had made a motion to sus- 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
-Monpax, May 18, 1840. 
THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY. BILL. 

Mr. A TON said he rose for the purpose of submitting 
@ motion 9 suspend the rules to enable him to make a motion 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state ofthe Union, for the purpose of considering the bill 
from the Senate, commonly called the Independent Treasury 
Bill. He accordingly made the motion to suspend the rules. 

Miry ING objected to that motion. 

Mr. LINCOLN denfanded the yeas and nays on the motion 
to Pie sy the rules; which were ordered. 

Mr. EVANS: said there waa a very thin House, and he there- 
fare meved.acall; and, on that motion, demaniled the yeas and 
nays; which, having been ordered, were—yeas 86, nays48, So 
the. Hope determined to havea call; which was proceeded in, 
and..J62 answered to their names. The list of absentees was 

called over unti . 
On motion of Mr. LEET, ali further proceeding in the call 


wan diepooped with. : 

e question then recurred on the motion to suspend the 
rules; which having been taken by yeas and nays, resulted— 
yoas 105, naya 77. Bo the rules were not supended. 

Mr. ATHERTON then moved to auspend the rules for the 
purpose of introducing a resolution in substance that the House 
would, on to-morrow, at thé hour of twelve o’clock, resolve it- 
elf imo Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to 
mkeup the Fadepsndent Treasary Bill, and that it be made the 
epeciaborder for that day, and every subsequent day, from the 
T T te take precedence of all other business until dis- 

of. 

Mr. R- GARLAND inquired of the Cnam whether it would 
wot:be: in: order on to-morrow to move the resolution? 

“Phe CHAIR. said it would not, except on a suspension of the 
rules for that P aeie bil introduced by the gentleman from 
Tomiossee; Mrr to secure the freedom of elections, being 
the frat ‘business in order on the calendar. 

Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays on the motion 
‘soeuapend the rules; which, having been ordered, were—yeas 
405raays 79, as follows: i 

ag £9-.Messrs. Alford, Jadson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 

Atherton, Banka Beaut, Beirne, Blackwell, Brewster, Burke, 

Sampson H. Butler, William O. Buter, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, 

Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, Craig, Crary, 
_ Cross, Danin, Daven, John Davis, John W. Davis. Doan, Doig, 

"Promgoo) uncan, Earl, Eastman, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, 

“Pletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Griffin, Ham- 
“gnorid,” nd, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of ‘North Caro- 
Aina, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jacksos, 
‘Jameson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kelm, Kemble, 
-Kille - Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, 
„McCulloch, McKay, Mallory Marchand, Miller,, Montanya, 

mery, Samuel W. Motris, Newhard, e Parrish, Par- 
menter, Parris, Peper, Petrikin, Prentiss, Re pore Rives, 
Robinson, Edward Ts, Ryall, Sampels, Shaw, Shepard, 


[EVENING SESSION. ] 

At four o’clock the SPBAKER resumed the chair, and the call 
on the States for petitions was continued. 

Petitions were presented by Messrs. SERGEANT, BEATTY, 
MORRI8S, and McCULJ.OCH of Penneylvania. 

(Mr. Beatty presented a petition signed by a large number 

‘of the inhabitants of Western Pennsylvania, pra ing that a na- 
‘tional road may be made from the base of the aurel hill; by 
-way of the arsenal, near Pittsburgh, to the harbor at Erie. 
Also one froma number of the inhabitants of Jefferson and In- 
diana counties, praying that a post route may be established 
from Brookville to Rmickesburgh. Also one from a number of 
the inhabitants of Alleghany and Beaver counties, praying for 
a post route to be established between Pittsburgh and Hocks- 
town. 
_ Mr. B. said he held in his hand, one signed by thirteen of the 
inhabitants of Armstrong county, in his district. He had not 
the pleasure of knowing them, but he presumed they were 
very respectable, as all his constituents were. He regretted 
that they were disturbed about slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia. Asit would be against thé rule adopted in reference 
to slavery, he would not press its reference. ] 

By Mr. ROBINSON of Delaware. 

By Messrs. CARROLL and DENNIS of Maryland. 
vE Messrs. RIVES, TALLIAFERO, anå the SPEAKER, of 

irginia. 

By Mr. SHEPARD of North Carolina. 

By Messrs. HOLMES and CAMPBELL of South Carolina. 

[Mr. Homes presented the memorial of the Chamber of 
Commerce at Charleston, South Carolina, asking the passage 
-of a general bankrupt law, which on his motion was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. Also, the memorial of a 
steamboat company, in relation to compensation for carrying 
the mail: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads.) or 


By Mr. WARREN of Georgia. 

By Messrs. BUTLER, DENNIS, and ANDREWS, of Ken- 
i Mr. ANDREWS referred to the motion he had made on 
Saturday to reconsider the vote by which, on that day, a daily 
recess had been ordered. He did not wish to press the mat- 
ter at this time, and therefore meved to postpone it until 


Thuraday. A , 
Mr. BANKS moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 


table. 

Mr. ANDREWS said, his object in moving the reconsidera- 
tion was, to offer a resolution that the House meet at 10a. m. 
and adjourn at 4 p. m. daily. i 3 

Mr. BANKS then withdrew his motion to lay on the table, 
and the petition to postpone till Thursday was agreed to. : 

Petitions were presented - 

By Measrs. BLACK WELL, CAVE JOHNSON, C. H. WIL- 
LIANS, and the SPEAKER, from Tennessee. : 

By Messrs. STARK WEATHER, and GIDDINGS of Ohio, 


r. GIDDINGS presented sundry petitions on the subject of | 


slavery, which came within the rule disposing of petitions of 
that character; and he moved a suspension of the rules, to en- 
able him to present them to the House. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama made a point of order, whethee 


it was in order to make a motion to suspend the rules, for th | 


purpose indicated. 
The CHAIR decided that it was. 
Mr. HOPKINS demanded the yeas and nays on the motion to 
suspend the rules; which were ordered. . 
. R. GARLAND moved to lay the whole subject on the 


table. 

Mr. CONNOR cemanded the yeasand nays; which were not 
ordered 
subject on the table, and it was agreed to. 
Petitions were further presented from Ohio by Messrs. 


y : 
DOANE, RIDGEWAY, ALLEN, GOODE, SWENEY, and 


SWEARINGEN. 


{Mr. SWBARINGEN presented the petition of a number ofciti- - 


zens of Jefferson county, Ohio, praying that a duty be laid on the 
importation of foreign silks: refrred tə the Committee on Com- 
merce. Also, the petition of Benjamin W. Ladd, praying com- 
pensation for money paid out in defending a suis. brought by 
acan McArthur, in consequence of a decision of Congress, 
upon a line dividing the Virginia military land district, from 
the lands belonging to Congress, &c. referred to the Commitiee 
on Public Lands. } 
(Mr. Rmeway presented the petition of Christopher Niswon- 
en and William 3. Sullivant. The petititionersstate, that in 
ovember, 1837, they entered intoa contract with the Com- 
missary Department to furnish and deliver certain provisions 
-forthe United States army, at Fort Towson, public landing; 
that they purchased and stiipped the quantity contracted for, 
and that within a few miles of said landing, the boat snagged 
and sunk, and a portion of said provisions was thereby Jost; 
that they were assured by the agents of the Government at the 
time, that it would not be expected that they, the petitioners, 
wouid fulfil the residue of their contract. The petitioners further 
state that they secured and delivered supplies to tne amount of 
$5,454 48, and that they have received from the Government 
$4,000, and that the balance has been retained by the officers 
of the Government; and it is against this decission of the officers 
of Government that the petitioners protest, and ask the inter- 
ference of the Congress of the United States: referred to the 
Committee on Claims. ] ; f 
By Messrs. R GARLAND and CHINN of Louisiana. © 

By Messrs. RARIDEN and DAVIS of Indiana. 

{Mr. Davis presented the joint resolutions of the Legislature 
of Indiana, relative to repeal of duty on salt. Also, relative to 
the improvement of White river. Also, relative to the frank- 
ing privilege for agricultural societies. The petition of sundry 
ciuzens of Knox and Davis counties, for a mail route from 
Washington to Carlisle. The petition of sundry citizensin fa- 
vor of the claim of John Wilson, of Owen county, Indiana. 
Also, certain joint resolutions passed by the Leg:slature of In- 
diana, on the subject of the Cumberland road; which he moved 
to refer to the Committee of Ways and Means, with. instruc- 
tlons to report a bill a continue the construction of the said read 
in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Ilinois.} 

Mr. BANKS moved to lay the whole subject on the table. 
Mr. CASEY demanded the yeas and nays; which, having 
been ordered, were—yeas 63, nays 78. 
So the House refused to Jay it on the table. 
Mr. DAVIS moved the previous question on the motion to re- 
fer, with instructions. 
- ‘Mr. HUBBARD called for a division of the question, so as to 
take the vote firstonthe motion to refer, and then on the in. 
. structions. : : 
’ Mr. CONNOR moved acal! of the House; and 
Mr. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion; which having been ordered, were—yeas 55, nays 82. 
A ċall was refused. 
. The question then recurrring on the demand for the previous 
. qdestion, and Messrs. Dawson and LEADBETTER having been 
appointed tellers to ascertain whether there was a second, re- 
ported that there were, yeas 77, nays 60. 

“The question then recurring whether the main question 

should be then put, which main question would have been on 
- the a eee of the instruction, 
Mr. IBE demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 


; Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi moved that the House ad- 
ourn. 
eA ELLER demanded the yeas and nays; which were not 
ered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to adjourn, by 
ellers, and agreed to—ayes 74, noes 51, 
The House then adjourned till 1) o'elock, to-morrow. 

emei 


Tonspay, May 13,1240 

inay, May 840. 

„Tha CHAIR submitted a message from the President of the 
‘United Sates, in relation to the bonds issued by the Terntorial 
(Hoverament of Florida, which was laid on the table, and or- 
«dered to be prmted. 

i Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treasury, in reply to 
Sresointion of the Bth of Aprih on the-issue of Treasury notes; 
~ hich cranial on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

a tire e ai Aenineky presented the petition of yea 
Doniett,: crense 6 cue pee 

lee: Commitee on Claims T naon ee eae 


Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on_ Revolutionary 
Claims, asked to be discharged from the consideration of the 
claim of the heir of Thomas Farra, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Pensions; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of a number of the citi- 
zens of Washington, stating that they labor under great inconve- 
nience, in consequence of the banks of the District refusing to 
fulfil their obligations to the public, and praying Congress to 
take such measures as may compel a resumption of specie 
payments; which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of the Southern Steam- 
packet Company ofthe city of Charleston, praying compensa- 
tion for transporting the United States mai', under the authority 
ofthe Post Office Department; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the memorial of James Leary 
and others, hat manufacturers of the city of New York. 

Mr. C. said, the grievance of which they complain is, that 
silk hats, and the unfinished body of fur hats, are admitted du- 
ty free, contrary, as they believe, to the true meaning of the 
compromise act; and the relief asked is, the passage of a bill to 
restore the protection to which they think they are entitled. 
The petition is numerously signed, there being nearly a thou- 
sand names affixed, all, as he was informed, engaged in the hat- 
ter’s business, 

It may be asked, why hehad been selected by so numerous 
and respectable a body of citizens, belonging to another and 
distant State, to present their petition, when his opposition to a 
protective tariff was so wellknown. -Ee could assign but one 
reason, and that was, that they concurred with him in the 
opinion that the necessity for protection originated in an un- 


OF Ass ‘ i; sound currency; andthat all that was required to afford ample 
The question was then taken on the motion to lay the whole | 


protection against competition from any quarter, was a sound 
uniform, and stable currency. Thepetition wasdrawn up with 
ability, by a mechanic, as he was assured, but whose good 
sense and sound discriminating judgment would do him credit 
in this or any other body. That he should be thus supported, 
in so important a position, by sucha body of men, so deeply 


i. interested, and capable of judging correctly of their interests, and 


that they should select him to present their petition on account 
of the accordance of their views- with his, was not a little grati- 
fyingtohim. It gave additional assurance of future peace and 
harmony between the different portions ofthe Union. It is well 
to speak plainly. We shall never see peace and harmon 
withia our borders, till the tariff question is satisfactorily ad- 
justed; and it can never be satisfactorily adjusted but through 
the currency question. He had long seen that the currency 
was at the bottom ofthat vexed question; and it gave him new 
hopes, to see the same opinion spreading in other quarters, and 
especially in that from which this able petition comes. He 
hoped that it would receive the serious attention ofthe Senate; 
and in order that the members might have an opportunity to 
read it at their leisure, he moved that it should be printed for 
their use, and referred to the Committee on Manufactures for 
consideration; which wasaccordingly ordered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
made an adverse report on the petition of the widow of Joseph 
8. Cannon. 

Mr. PIERCE submitted the following resolution for conside- 
ration: 

Whereas it is apparent that great frauds have been practised 
within the last four years upon Congress on claims growing out 
of Revolutionary services; and whereas the Government, in 
consequence of a large porttion of its records being lost by fire 
o otherwisz, has no adequate means of protection against such 
frauds. therefore ; B 

Resolved, (as the opinion of the Senate, ) That it is just and ex- 
pedientto ihsist upon the bar interposed by the statute of limi- 
tations for àll claims forthe payment of which provision was 
made prior to 1800, unless the claimant shal) first make a satis- 
factory explanation of the causes of delay since that period, 
and sustain his application by documentary testimony. 

The bill to provide for satisfying outstanding claims to 
bounty lands. for military services during the last war with 
Great Britain, ‘and for other pu , Was taken up; and after 
an animated discussion, in which Messrs. PRENTISS, SE- 
VIER, YOUNG, BENTON, HUBBARD, CLAY of Kentucky, 
SMITH of Indiana, and: WALKER, participated, was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The Senate again proceeded to consider the bill to esta- 
blish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States. The question being on Mr. WALL s substitute for 
the bill 

Mr. STRANGE having stated that he differed in his views 
on this subject from all the rest of the committee, proceeded to 
exhibitand illustrate them at Jarge, and was understood to come 
to the conclusion that the subject was involved in very great, if 


į not insurmountable difficulties; that the same objections which 


went against bringing auch a law to bear upon banks and other 
State corporations, went with equal force and clearness against 
its application to individuals; and that, if any were included, 
ail ought to be included. : 

Mr. NORVELL having signified his desire to speak briefly 
on the subject— : 

The bill, by consent, was laid over till to-morrow. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Toespay, May 19, 1840, 

Petitions were presented, by ane general consent of the 
House, by Messrs. GERRY, JAMESON, DILLET, McCLEL- 
LAN, STUART, GENTRY. REYNOLDS, ELY, HOWARD, 
WICK, WISE, SLADE, BE'RNE, CHAPMAN of Alabama, 
DAWSON, HAWES, LOWELL, HILLEN, BURKE, SHAW, 
JOHNSON of Maryland, CASEY, CARR, BREWSTER, 
DAVEE, TAYLOR and LEONARD. 

Mr. LOWELL, by general consent, presented the following 
resolutions, recently adopted by the Legislature of the State of 
Maine, which, on his motion, were ordered to be laid on the ta- 


and printed: 
oul STATE OF MAINE. 
Resolves relative to the repeal of the act giving a bounty to 
vessels engaged in the fisheries. 

Resolved, That the repeal of the act, giving a bounty to ves- 
sels engaged in the fisheries, would affect the general prosperi- 
ty of this Btate, by injuring the interest engaged in navigation, 
in site: bullding, and in the fisheries. 

‘Resolved, T! 


CONGRESSIONAL LOBE. 


t national policy requires a continuance of . 


the fishing bounty, to foster gnd sustain the commerce of the 
country in peace, and to afford a competent supply of able sea. 
men for the naval service in war. aaa PN 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and 
Representatives be requested, to use their exertions to prevent 
a repeal or modification of the law, entitled anact laying a du- 
ty on imported salt, granting a bounty on pickted : ex: 
ported, and allowances to certain vessels employed in the fishe- 
ries, or of any acts or parts of acts relating to the bounty to 
vessels or individuals engaged in the fisheries. 

_ Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward a cer- 
tified copy of these resolutions to each of our Senators and Re- 
Presentatives in Congress. : 

Mr. L. also presented the proceedings of a public meeting 
held at Bucksport, Maine, on the subject of an appropriation 
for erecting a fortification on the Penobscot river, opposite 
Bucksport, and the establishment ofa military and naval depot 
at Castine; which were referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. Also, the petition of Moody 
Pilsbury, and 364 other citizens of Bucksport, Maine, and its 
vicinity, for the same object; which were referred to the same 
committee. Also, the petition of John C. Talbot and other citi- 
zens of Mechisses, Maine, for a general bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

[Mr. Jameson presented the following petitions: A petition 
to establish a mail route from Jefferson city, by the mouth of 
Niangua and Buffalo, to Springfield. Also, a petition to esta- 
blish a mail route from the Merrimac, by the Piney Mills, Bur- 


| den’s and Grigsby’s, to Forsyth. Also, a petition of Jesse L. 


Oidham for an increase of pension. Also, a petition of sundry 
citizens of Clark county for an appropriation for the impreve- 
ment of the Desmoines river. Also, a petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Calloway county for the establishment of a certain 
mail route therein mentioned. Also, a petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Cole county for the establishment of a certain mail 
route therein mentioned. And also a petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Boonville for the establishment of a certain mail route 
therein mentioned; which were severally referred to their ap- 
propriate committees. ] 

(Mr. Cassy presented the petition of a large number of citi- 
zens of the city of Chicago, Minois, praying for the release of 
William L. Mackenzie. r. C. stated us Mackenzié had been 
pardoned, and the object of the petitioners obtained, he moved 
to lay the petition on the table; which motion prevailed. Mr. 
C. also presented the petition of Mr. Jeremiah Fields, praying 
for the correcticn of an erroneous land entry : referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. ] A : 

{Mr. Suaw presented the petition of Samuel Billings, pry, 
ing for the bounty on a fishing schooner, the Luzand:' referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. Also, the memorial of Na- 
thaniel B. Baker, and 121 other citizens of Concord, New Hamp- 
shire, praying for the pardon of William Lyon Mac 
Laid on the table.]} 

(Mr. Reyvnowps presented the petition of George H. Walker, 
of Wiskonsin Ty. praying to be confirmed in his claim to land 
in Milwaukie; and the petition of Robert Brownfield, praying 
a pension for Revolutionary services: referred to the appropriate 
committees. ] 


[Mr. Burke presented the petition of Phineas George, pray- 
ing to be placed upon the invalid-pension list. Also, the peti- 
tion of James Henry, administrator of William Henry, praying 
for compensation for wages due said William Henry . as mid- 
shipman in the service of the United States, and fer property 
of said William Henry in possession of the United States. 

[Mr. Carr presented the petition of William Gentry and 
others, praying the change of so much of the mail route from 
Rockport to Washington as lies between Jonesborough and 
Jasper, and that said route be established through :Tayloraville, 
Warrick county, Indiana; aleo, the Petition of; William Hum- 
pareys and others, praying for a po i 


nge. 


route from Canton, .via 
ittle York, Sage’s Ferry, to Rockford, Indiana: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roada} fest 

{Mr. Howanrn, of cerns presented a petition from Madison 
Collins, of Warren county, Indiana, praying that the petitioner 
be placed on the pension roll of invalid pensioners: -referred . 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, The petition.of.Isaac 
Carroll and others, citizens of Porter county, Indiana, praying - 
for the establishment of a post route: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. The petition.of Thomas 
Lomas and others, praying the extension of the Pre-emption 
laws: referred tothe Committee on Public Landa, The peti- 
tion of certain citizens of Carroll county, praying theestablish- 
ment of a post route: referred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads. The petition of sundry citizens of Porter 
and Lake counties, pte ing. the extension of-the pre-emption 
laws: referred to mittee on Public Lands} — 

(Mr. Davee presented the petitions of James R. Leighton 
and others, and G. M. Burleigh and others, for the eateblishment 
ofa mail route from Waterville, in the county of ‘Kennebec, to 
Dover, in the county of Piscataquis, State of Maine. Aigo the . 
petition of Alexander Woodward and others, praying fora mail 
route from Fish’s Mills to the town of Massardis, in. the county 
of Aroostook, in said State; which were a oak tothe 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. ‘Mt..D. also pre- 
sented the proceedings of a public meeting at Bangor,” Maine, 
on the subjectof an appropriation for the erection of a fortifi- 
cation on the Penobscot river; which was referred to the Com- 
mitteeon Military Affairs.] 


{Mr. Brewster presented the following petitions: Two of citi- 
zens of Oswego county for a general bankrupt law:. referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. One. of catizens of Oswego 
and Onondaga counties, for a post road: referred to..the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. One of Henry Fitz- 
hugh and others, for the erection of beacons and light-houses on 
the Thousand Ielands, in the river Bt. Lawrence: referted to the 
Commitee on Commerce. Also, a memerial of inhabitants on 
the Northern frontier, for a ship canal around. the:-Falls of Ni- 
agara: referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, and the 
memorial ordered to be printed. And algo sent to the Clerk’s 
table divers petitions in the case of Wm Lyon Mackenzie.} 

{Mr. T. etition of .Solomen Sturgirs 

Pand entered. under military 

Committee on the Public 

Thoorpeon, praying an AP: 
i tion of. the. mount 

propriatien of money for the com: in ph, near Fredericksburg, 


p eos re į 1 
Virginia. ‘Also, a preamble and resolutions of the Genemi d 
blic Lands.) 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


and the rate at which their stocks, bonds, &c. were gold, they bear to the whole amount received, and at such time or times 


ofa law establishing a lihe of four horse post coaches, 


irane il twi r week from Boone- were notat a very high rate; and he wished to know whether as the same shall be received into the Treasury. i 
r the portation of ri, w Deoresiown, Calhoun, Clin- there wers any ovata entered into by which the Treasury “Sec. 9, And be it further enacted, That if the Mexican 
yille, Cooper on E ringfield, and from thence through Berry notes to be issued by that Government were to be of any more Government, in place of at once paying the amount of said 
ton, and aoln ata said State, to Fayetteville and Littie value than their other stocks and securites, or whether the awards, shall see fit to issue Treasury poles therefor ag 
ns State of Arkansas: referred to the Committee on claimants were to he putoff with these notes atthe same rate of || provided by said convention, then it shall be lawful for the 
ER OR aani ae, O Amm Fio nee eae oe eer | meara o ne E gas uni Brenan noten at deliver te 
j ishi i er cent. otes, and ne 
pomp met for te r ol ie Pal blasts p Mr. CUSHING was not able to state the specific aggregate same to the persons who shall be respectively entitled thereto, in 
jand Booneville, Missouri, by Georgetown, Warsaw, and amount of the claims by citizens of the United States, be- virtue of the awards made under said, convention, and of the 
Bolivar, to Springfield, and from thence through Berry and cause many of the amounts were unliquidated. But he re- certificates issued as hereinbefore protided. ‘ati 
Newton counties, in said State, to Fayetteville and Little Rock, ferred Mr. G. to a document which would exhibit an enu- Sec. 10. And beit qerer enacted, at, int hë payment 
in the State of Arkansas: referred to the Committee on the Post meration of the various claims, with a calculation as to the |! of money or the issue 0 certificates n mirne S this act, ine 
Office and Post Roads. Of William Y. Slack, Tho. R. Bryan, amount, &c. i | Secretary of the Treasury shall first deduct and retain, or make 
and others, asking the passage of a law establishing a post road Asto the other point—the value of the Mexican Treasury reservation of, such sumsof money, if any, as may be ae the 
ja Missouri, from Carrollton, Carroll co. to Bluff Grove, in Davis notes—Mr. C. said he knew that Mexican bonds and other United States from persons In whose favor awards shall have 
co. by the way of Le Barron and Chillicothe, in Lexington co: credits were atagreat depreciation. The reason of that was been made andei emd omr erion, : etoi 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. to be found notalone in the exhausted state of the Mexican Mr. TILLINGHAST asked the general consent of the House 


Treasury, butin the fact that there was no fixed means or pro- to offera resolution, which was sent to the chair, and read for 


Of J. H. McBuide,H. J. Durkee, and others,asking the establish- 


post from the mouth of the river Des Moines, i vision for the payment of these bonds; they depended on the the information of the House as followe: { 

y, ona, by Sheibyville, in "Shelby counts: io solvency and general good faith of the Mexican Republie. And Whereas it is desirable to bring the present. orig to an 
Paris, Monroe county, in said State: referred to the Committee if this treaty were silent cn that point, he should esteem it of early termination, and with that view to provide lort e apee y 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. Of Alfred Deatherage, much less value than he did now. eee and orderly disposal of all such business as is indispensable or 
John Jones, and others, asking the establishment of a post road Mr. C. then explained that there was a provision In the treaty most urgently necessary: en 
from Van Buren, in Ripley county, Missouri, to Piney Post Of- which, to a certain degree, avoided that difficulty, by making Resoloed, That on lemon y atl2o rior A ie louse wi 

fice: referred to the Committee on the Post Offi e} and Post these Treasury notes directly chargeable upon a given source o into Committee of the Whoie I ouse on the state of the Union, 
Roads. Of Amos Burdyne, of St. Charles county Missouri of revenue, (to wit, the duties not only on imports but exports,) for the purpose of conshlering the fo!lowing bills in the follow- 
praying that relief may be granted him, in reference toa tract go as to leave a fair and reasonable prospect in relation to ing order, viz: Bill No. 6, making appropriations for the naval 
praying taled by him all of which is set forth insaid petition: || them. : service; No. 5, making appropriations for the support of the 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. Of F. On motion of Mr. C. there being no further proposition to army; No. 4, making appropriations for the Indian Department; 


amend, the committee then rose, and the bill was reported to the and the other appropriation bills and joint resolutions making 


Charch, and others, of Clark county; Missouri, praying the appropriations, that have been and may be referred to said 


i ial ri t i House. , pcan 
to age ofa law granting oped: pers) rights ofp Pliner The question being on concurring with the Committee of the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, in 
on Public Lands. Also of pers of William Warden, of Mis- Whole on the state of the Union, in the amendment reducing the order in which they ae or may refer Ted; anig will, on each 
souri, praying the e pre law by Congress Tefunding to the salary of the commissioners from $3,500 to $3,000, day thereafter, excepting the days set apan Mii he rules or pii 
him the sum of e706. of which sum he alleges to have been Mr. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays on that ques- LA pat ane Aare inte Fuchi s omme a te 

i f 3 tion; which were refused. " mo our, d b ’ I sal 
foe the Sac an For Iadian Inte veante ltand oake || "ke DROMGOOLE movel dhe prerigasquestion; which was || Poa or join resolutions ae depart jer aforesaid, over ali 
A i A i i A se e, 3 
Claims. nimo by ihe sla Indians: referred to the Committe of rna ed, aad the main commnitien was then concurred in- ether business at and from paid hour on each day, except the 
iti i i hen ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; ays hereinbefore excepted, 
(Mr. Luonarn presented the petition of John Jordon, an inva- The bill was t grossen Oe Z. Mr. DROMGOOLE objected 
i i i i z and having been engrossed, was read a third time, and passed. r. h i j f , 
lia soldier of the las War, praying to be in reed Chemung as follows: k } , aa Mr. TILLINGHAST moved to suspend the rules; and on that 
in the State of New York, for the establishment of a mail touto || “A BILL to carry: into effect a convention between the United || motion 


States and the Mexican Republic. Mr. CONNOR demanded the yeas and nays. 


from the village of Corning, in Steuben, to the village of Fair- 


i i “Be it enacted by the Senateand Ifouse of Representa- | Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved to lay the motion to sus- 
port, in Cremung. 0i e Siale and sixty eight other; tives of the United Stutes of America in Congress as- pend the rules on the table. i l 
Peaitution tolerates slavery. Also, a memorial of one hun- sembled, That the President of the United States, by and with | Mr. TURNEY inquired of the Cuar whether it wouldbe in 


dred and ninety-eight citizens. of the county of Tioga, in the the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint two com- order to amend the resolution if the rules were suspended, so as 


i missioners, who, together with two commissioners to be ap- to substitute the Sub-Treasury bill for either of the biltsincluded 
maid State, for the release ne wo yon Mack enzel serving pointed by ‘the President of the Mexiean Republic, shall form a in the resolution. : . ; 

ou the Joint Committee in relation to the contract with Clark board, whose duty it shall be toreceive and examine all claims The CHAIR replied that it would be in order so to do; but 
and Force, for the publication of the Documentary History of which are provided for by the convention between the United that it would require a vote of two-thirds to adopt the resolu- 
the United States. Hisfirat reason for wishing to be excused was, States and the Mexican Republic, Rls at Washington on | tion, inasmuch as it changed the order of business on the ca- 
i i i i à the eleventh day of April, one thousan eight hundred an endar. X f . 
ihat his dutas Ya poplar nih roe pol ham pat Sa thirty-nine, and which may be presented to said commissioners Mr. TILLINGHAST, after some consultation, withdrew his 
was, that he had some personal feeling on the subject, which under the same, and to decide hereon aocoraing to the provi- resolu EAKER aid before the. House the following commu 
shou i sions of said convention, and the principles of justice, e uit e 8 > $ 

c kd not be brought to bear. Mr. P. was accordingly ex- and the law of nations. : g p : signee nication from the President ofthe United States: 

CONVENTION WITH MEXICO. “Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of || To the House of Representatives: 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, (the rules having been sus- the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 1 transmit the report of the secretary of War, furnishing a 
| pended for the purpoee,) the House resolved itself into Com- Senate, shall appoint a secretary to said commissioners, 1n be- statement of the amounts paid to persons concerned in nego- 


, mittes of the ole on the state of the Union, (Mr. J. GARLAND 
in the chair,] on the bill heretofore reported from the Commit- 
' tee on Foreign Affairs, entitled “A bill to carry into effect a 
convention between the United States and the Mexican Re- 
public.” 
The bill haring been read— : 
Mr. CUSHING said he would not detain the House further 
than to say a few words in explanation of the reasons why, un- 
der the direction of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, he had 


half of the United States, versed in the English and Spanish || tiating Indian treaties prior to 1829, etc. which completes the 
languages. $ : ar information called for by the resolution of the House of Repre- 
pc. 3. And be it further enacted, That said commissioners |) sentatives, dated the 28th January, 1839, upon that subject, and 

onthe part of the United states, in conjunction with the com- || the disbursing officers in the War Department. 

missioners on the part of the Mexican Republic, shall be, and On motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, it was referred to the Com- 
+ they are hereby, authorized to make all needful rules and regu- mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered tobe printed. 

lations for conducting the business of their said commissions, On motion of Mr MONTGOMERY, j 
such rules and regulations not contravening the Constitution of Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
the United States, the provisions of this act, or the provisions of || be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a 


lled up this bill for action. said convention. , pension to Mary Rand, ef Wake county, North Carolina, for 
ar was known that much time had elapsed in obtaining a treaty “3go. 4. And be it further enacted, That the compensation the services of her husband, Walter Rand, in the Revolutionary 
with Mexico for the liquidation of the claims of our citizens. A of the respective officers, for whose appointment provision Is war; also, that the papers, now in the Pension office, be refer- 
treaty had at length been concluded upon just and equitable made by this act, shall not exceed the following sums, namely: red to said committee. 

terms. One of the provisions of it was that the joint commis- To said commissioners, at the rate of three thousand dollars per On motion of Mr. JAMES, i 

sion to be appointed under it should be appointed and should annum foreach; to the secretary, at the rate of two thousand Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
actually assemble at Washington within three months after the perannum. And the President of the United States shall be, inquire into the expediency of passing a law for the payment 
exchange of the ratification ofthe treaty. That exchange took and he is hereby, authorized to make such provision for the of the pension dueto Jacob Wisner, from the time his name 
place on the 7th of April, and, therefore, the commissioners, contingent expenses of the said commission on the part of the was suspented or stricken from the pension roll, by the Com- 
under the treaty, must be appointed and must actually assem ble United States as shall to him appear to be reasonable and pro- missioner of Pensions, until it was restored again to sa‘d roll. 
here within three months of that time. Otherwise, the treaty per; and the said salaries and expenses, and likewise all that On motion by Mr. MONROE, 


would be at an end, and, of course, the relations between the 
United States and Mexico would again be thrown out tosea. It 
was important, therefore, that the bill shouldbe speedily passed, 


part of the salary and expenses of the arbiter under said con- Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
vention which is required thereby to be defrayed by the United structed to inquire into the expediency of having constructed a 
States shall be paid out of any money in the Trea.ury not steam vessel, under the direction of the Secretary of War, not 


in order that the President might make the appointmen and otherwise appropriated. . | tocost more than $30.000, upon the principle of the horizontal 
ia ardor ar I a anole, o aTa “tamo. 5. And be it further enacted, That 3 Comnomied || Me SERGEAN] Lieut, Wm. W. Hunter, s. yugjo 

reaso ided ions to & secre, ussloners appointe r. SERGEA from the Committee on the Judiclary, b 
ate SAE ul r Piress a jo te 7 providet tiat iis under this act, on the business of the commission, shall pass by || universal consent, reported back to the House, with amend- 
‘Gs, inviting him to act as arbiter under the treaty goii ho || ‘email free ores fer ments, Senate bill entilled an act to extend, for a longer time, 
declined to act, that the Queen of Great Britain or the King ot gnc. 6. Andbeit further enacted, That sosoon assaid com- || the several acts now in force for the rel ief of the insolvent debt- 


mission shall be executed andeompleted according tothe pro- ors of the United States. 

visions of said convention, the commissioners aforesaid shall Mr. S. said the bill contained no appropriation, and it was 
report to the Secretary of State a list of all the several awards || not, therefore, necessary to commit it; he hoped that it would 
made by them; and the records, documents, and all other pa- be acted on immediately. 


pers in the possession of the commission or its officers, or certi- The House agreed to consider the bill at that time; and the 
fied copien or duplicates thereof, shall be deposited in the of- amendments of the committee having been concurred 1n, and 
fice of the Secretary of State. the bill having been ordered ta be engrossed for a third reading, 


the Netherlands should be invited to act in that capacity. He 
was authorized to state that the King of Prussia had consented to 
act as arbiter, and therefore that difficulty was removed. He had 
also received information from Mexico, through a private 
that the two commissioners on the part of that Repub- 

Hic had been appointed—Mr. Posada and Mr. Castillo—gentle- 

_ men of distinction in that country, who might be expected spee- 


A , € “Suc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of it was read the third time and passed. 

. | dily;and it might lead to much inconvenience if the commis- State shall transmit Fi Secretary of the Treasury a certified On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the morning hour having 

: stoners c on oo part wore not appointed. Therefore, without copy ofthe report of said commissioners, or ofthe award of the expired, the House passed to the orders of the day. 

i going inio A seen s of the bill, unless some objection was made arbiter or umpire, as provided by said convention to be made Mr. ATHERTON moved to postpone all preceding orders so 
to would submit it without further commentto the decision in case of the disagreement of said commissioners; and the Se- as io go into Committee of the Whole on the Btate of the Union 
of ‘the committee. cretary ofthe Treasury shall cause certificates to be issued, in until the first bill taken up by the Committee of the Whole on 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS suggested that the salary of $3,500 pro- such form as he may prescribe, showing the amount or pro- the state of the Union shall be finally disposed of. 
vided by this bill for each of the commissioners was greater than portion of compensation to which each person, in whose favor | The SPEAKER, inanswer to an inquiry from Mr. Wiss, said 
it eught to be. award shall have been made by said commissioners or umpire, |! a vote of two-thirds would be requisite to accomplish the ob- 


Mr. CUSHING entered into some explanations as to the ar- 
duons and peculiar character of the duties imposed upon the 
commissioners, &c.; and said that, under all circumetances, the 
Committee of Ways and Means had come to the decision that 
the salary of $3,500 was appropriate. The commissioners ap- 

- pointed under various other treaties had received salaries of 
either $3,000 or $3,500; but he was not aware that the amount 
in any case had been less than $3,000. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND inquired of Mr. Cusnina what might 

: +> pe the probable amount of claims upon the Mexican Govern- 

+ ment, as some of his constituents had a good deal of interest in 
= them, He wished also to know what was tebe the probable 
: value ofthe Mexican Treasury notes provided for in the 9th sec- 
| pon Jf he understood the condition of the Mexican Treasury, 


may be entitled ae against the Mexican Government on account || ject of the motion. 

of the claims provided for by said convention. | Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays on the proposi- 
“Spc. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful tion; which were ordered, and were—yeas 116, nays 8o. 

for the Secretary of the Treasury, and he is hereby autho- YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
tized and required, to cause any moneys which may he paid by Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown, 
the Mexican Government In satisfaction of said awards, to be Burke, Sampson H. Buder, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, 
remitted on the most advantageous terms to the United States; Chapman, Clifford, Celes, Colquitt, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, 
and all moneys received under said convention, or by virtue of William R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John 
this act, shall be deposited in the Treasury of the United State Davie, John W. Davis, Dawson, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Dun- 
and the same are hereby appropriated, to be distributed anc car, Earl, Eastman, Ely,Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, 
paid to those entitled thereto according to the provisions of this Galbraith, James Garland, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
act; ani the Secretary of the Treasury shall distribute the Jno. Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N. Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, 
same, inratable proportions, among the persons aforesaid, ac- Holmes, Hook, Hopkios Howard, Hub! Jackson, Jameson, 
cording to the proportions which their respective awards shall || Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kelm, Kemble, Kile, Leet, 


Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, Mc- 
Kay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgome- 
ry, Gamuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robin- 
son, Edward Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert 
Smith, Joha Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkwea her, Steenrod, 
Strong, Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Turney, 
Vroom, Watt rson, Welter, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Worthington—1i6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Barnard, Beli, Biddle, Botis, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, 
Calhoun, W. B. Camp:el', Carter, Chinn, J. Cooper, Crabb, 
Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, De- 
berry, Dennis, Deliet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Rice Gariand, 
Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, 
Hall, W. 3. Hasiings, Hawes, Henry, Hunt, James, C. Johnston, 
William Cost Johnston, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, 
Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Pope, Proffit, Randa'l, Randolph, Rari- 
den, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Siade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Til- 

linghast, Toland, Trumbull, Underwood, Wagner, Warren, 
Edward D. White, John White, Thos. W. Wriiams, Lewis 
Williams, Christopher H. Wiliams, and Wise—S5. 

Bo tha rules were not suspended. ; 

Various Senate bills on the Sp#axsr’s table. were taken up, 
tead twice, and appropriately referred. 

Tn3 SPEAKER announced that the first business in order on 
the calendar was the bill introduced by the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. BELL] to “secure the freedom of elections.” - 

Mr. GENTRY who was entitled to the floor on the ahove 
bill, without discussing the principles involved in it, replied 
with much pungency to the remarke of his colleague (Mr. 
WATTERSON] when the bill was last up. He charged his col- 
Wague. with being a new. convert to Democracy, and that he 

supported Judge White as an Opposition candidate. In 
the course of his remarks he was twice called to order by the 
for irrelevancy of debate; when ; 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to hig proceeding. — 

Mr. WATTERSON hoped that his colleague would be per- 
mitted to proceed in his own way. i 

Mr. GENTRY saidit was not tiis wish to violate any rule of 
the House; but it was impossible to reply to the remarks of 
hiscolleague in order. 

The question was then taken whether Mr, G. should proceed 
in bis remarks, and it was determed in the affirmative—there 
heing only three opposed to his procceding. 

-Mr. G. then finished his remarks in reply to his colleague 
(Mr. WATTERSON} and in. an examination of his political 
course, to prove his inconsistency. After which he went into 
a defence of General Harrison from the charges against him, 
particularly with reference tothe identity of his principles with 
those of the Abolitionists. pee 

He repelied the idea that he was an Abolitionist; and said he 
did not believe that there was a gentleman in the House who 
believed that General. Harrison was an Abolitionist, notwith- 
standing some had garbled his speeches to mekeit appear that 
he was one. A i 
_ Mr. COOPER of Georgia interrupted Mr. G. and was under- 
stood to say, in substance, that whether the charge ¿gainst Gen. 
Harrison that he was an Abolitionist were well founded or not, 
was perfectly immaterial. It was a well known fact that he was 
supported by the Aboliionists; and if he came into power by 
the support of that party, he would be influenced by that party 

-to a greater or less degree, and would be compelled to yield the 
pohcy of his admisistration to the wishes of that party. 

Mr. GENTRY was proceeding to deny the position assumed 
-by the gentleman from Georgia, {Mr. Cooprr;] but before he 
had finished, the hour arrived. for the House to take a re- 
cess. 


EVENING SESSION. 


Mr. PETRIKIN asked for a count ofthe House; which was 
had, and it appeared that there were Lut thirty-three members 
in their seats. 


Mr. GENTRY resumed his remarks, He contended that the 
Abolitioniets did not belong exclusively to either party; but 
that they had affected a separate organization. Mr. G. justi- 
fied the rallying cry of “log cabins” and “hard cider,” now 
used by the Whig party, onthe ground that it deprived the 
Administration of one ofits most successful means of influence 
by which they appealed to the prejudices of the people, and 

‘metit on its own mode of warfare. He agreed with his col- 
league (Mr. BELL] thatthe evils which this bill was intended 
to remedy were of great magnitude; but he did not believe, 
though the bill was one of great magnitude, that it would be 

: fully efficacious—that it would accomplish the end desired. 
The only effectual remedy for the evil would be found in an 
enlightened public sentiment, or through the ballot box, ar by 
altering the Constitution, so as to have but one Presidential 
term; or by making some statutory provision limiting the ap- 

pointing power; or by restricting the power of removal froin 
< ofice by the Executive, without his giving sufficient reasons for 
sach removals, He doubted the efficacy of the bill very much; 
and thought the Federal patronage ought to be diminished. 

Mr. BROWN of Tennessee obtained the floor, but yielded it 
to his colleague [Mr. Warrmnson] for exp!anation. 2 

Mr. WATTERSON spoke for some time in reply to that por- 
tion of Mr. Gentry’s remarks which attacked hie (Mr. W’s) 

litical career, By a reference to documents and newspapers, 
e triamphantly repelled those charges, and showed that the 
crime of political inconsistency was more applicable to certain 
other gentlemen, who wereso famous for attributing it to their 

colleagues, 

One charge against him was, that he had formerly supported 
Judge White as an Opposition candidate, whereas he was now 
in the Van Buren ranks. In relation to that, Mr. W. showed 
. that when, with others in the Legis!ature of his State, he voted 
_ for the resolutions nominating Judge White, he did iton the 

ground that the Judge was considered as the ablest candidate to 
carry out the great principies of Jackson’s administration. He 
algo referred to the speeches of Mr. Bell and of Mr. Peyton, 
showing that in 1835 they took the same ground, and repudiated 
the idea that Judge White belonged to the Opposition. He 
most ably vindicated himself from the charges of his colleague, 
and showed conclusively that he was now maintaining the great 
principles of General Jackaon’s administration, which Mr. 

hite was brought forward to carry out. His remarks willbe 

Pitt BANKS obisined h 

Yr. 245 obtained the floor, but yielded it to Mr. Broww 
on the condition that he should speak o the present bill; asto 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


diAcuasion of matters and things in general, he was getting very 
tired of it. 

_ Mr. BROWN promised; and then, after going at some length 
into a reply to remarks made by Mr. BELL some time ago, on 
the general grounds of the bill, he proceeded to a regular 
analysis of its provisions, commencing with the title, and so 
advancing in order. He had entered a short way into the sub- 
ject, when he yielded the floor to 


Mr. CHRISTOPHER H. WILLIAMS, who moved that the | 


House adjourn. 


Mr. TAYLOR demanded the yeas aad nays; which were or- i 


dered, and were—yeas 34, nays 62. 
The House, at 6} o’clock, adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, May 20, 1840. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the joint Committe on the Library, re- 
ported a joint 1esolution for the distribution of the Digest of 
Patents; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The report of the Committee on Claims, adverse to the claim 
of William and James Crook, was taken up for consideration: 

{The history of the case, as given in the report of the com- 
mittee, was briefly this: The claimants were owners of a ves- 
selon Lake Ontario, which. was seized by an officer of the 


` United States for a supposed violation of the embargo laws. 


The vessel was soid, and the proceeds depesited with Theron 

Rudd, the clerk of the dietiict court. A decree of restitution 

wes afierwards obtained, and the proceeds were directed to be 

paid over to the owners of the vessel; but. the clerk, in the 

meantime, had abscondeg with the funds. The claim was then 

made the subject of negotiation between our Government and 

that of Great Britain. It was met by the American Minister 

with the claim of the owners of the American ship Lydia, 
which was governed by the same principles, which the British 
Government having refused to adjust, the matter rested until 
1534, when the British owners presented their claim to Con- 
gress. The committee reported adversely, on the ground that 
the question remains as an unadjusted subject of negotiation 
between the two Governments, and would give an undue ad- 
vantage to the citizens of a foreign Government over those of 
our own. : 

Mr. H DEAD Dea pee and advocated the adoption of the 
report, and Messrs. CLAY of Kentucky, DAVIS, and KNIGHT 
opposed it: after some remarks by Mr. WRIGHT, the question 
was informally passed over. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 


The bill to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy being - 


taken up: 

Mr. DIXON spoke at some lengthin favor ef the original bill 
and in opposition to the substitute proposed by Mr. WALL, and 
was followed by 

Mr. NORVELL, who, in the cource of his remarks, expressed 
his intention of voting in favor of inoluding corporations within 
the provisions of the bill; but if this could not be carried, he 
would vote for the best bill that could be obtained, believin 
the passage of some m: asure of the kind imperatively called 
fe 


for. 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, the further consideration of the 
bill was postponed until to-morrow. P i 

The Senate then went into the consideration of Executive 
business, i 

And then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.. 
WEDNESDAY, May 20, 1840. 

As soon as the journal had been read, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend the same by inserting in 
detail, the points of order raised on yesterday when Mr. Gan- 
TRY was addressing the House on the bil! for securing the free- 
dom ofelections. Mr. P. thought such things ought to be made 
amatterofrecord. It could not bedenied that of late the pro- 
ceedings of the House had been such, as not only to degrade it 
as a body, but also to degrade the country. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Pennsylvania was 
not in order in saying any thing disrespectful to the House of 
Representatives. _ . 

Mr WADDY THOMPSON called the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to order, and hoped he would not be permitted to 

roceed without making an apology for the disrespectful and 
insulting language he had used in relation to the House. . 

- The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Pennsylvania had 
risen on a motion to amend the journal, which motion was in 


order, 
„Mr. THOMPSON said he had been under a misapprehen- 


sion. . 
Mr. PETRIKIN Yes Iam in order; I am always in order. 
He wished it to be distinctly understood, that he merely wished 
a correct statement of the facts as they occurred inserted on 
the journal. He wished nothing put there but what the officers 
of the House thought right. He thought all such proceedings 
of the House ought to be recorded, so that in case any member 
should be slandered or misrepresented to his constituents, there 
would be some record to refer to, by which the falsehood could 
be contradicted. Je appealed to the House, if in relation to the 
transactions ò! yesterday, he had been fairly represented. No, 
he had not, and he wished to have the proceedings officially re- 
corded, so that he might be able to vindicate himself from such 
misrepregentations. ; 

After some desultory debate between Messrs. CUSHING, 
BRIGGS, GENTRY, and others, i 

The question on the motion t» amend was taken, when it ap- 
peared there was no quorum. : 

Mr. McKAY moveda call of the House, and on that motion 
demanded the yeas and nays; which being ordered, 

Mr. McKAY, at the suggestion of several members, withdrew 
his motion for the call, and demanded the yeas and nays un the 
motion to amend. , 

Mr. MONROE moved to lay the motion to amend on the 
table. 

On this motion, Mr. DUNCAN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulted as follows: yeas 58, nays 33) 

So the motion to lay on the table was rejected. 

And the question then recurring on the motion to amend, 

The proposilion to amend, was then read as follows, viz: 

“The SPEAKER calls Mr. Gentry to order for irrelevancy 
in debate. 

“Mr. PETRIKIN objected to Mr. Genrny’s proceeding out of 
order. 

“Leave, by unanimous consent, was then given to Mr, [Gex- 
TRY to proceed. 


. hundred dollars an acre. 
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“Mr. PETRIKIN called Mr. Gentay to ofder, and sent his 
objections, in writing, to the SPZAKER’s table, ás follows: 

“The gentleman is not in order; what he is now stating, not 
being relevant to the bill under discussion. The opinions of 
members of this House, delivered in other places, not being au- 
thority here, nor the campaign previous to the election Mr. 
Van Buren in 1836, has no bearing on the present subject now 
before the Hsuse. 

“The SPEAKER did not entertain the point of order, as t 
did not state the nature of Mr. Gewrry’s remarks objected to 
by Mr. Perrixin. 

“Mr. GENTRY, by common consent, proceeded again. 

“The SPEAKER called Mr. Gentry to order. : 

“Mr. PETRIKIN objected to Mr. Gentry’s proceeding. 

“Mr. WISE moved that Mr. Gentry have leave to proceed, 
which was agreed to by the House.” 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved the previous question on the 


motion to amend; which having been seconded, and the main 
question ordered, which was, “Shall the amendment be adopt- 
ed??? it was was agreed to—yeas 80, nays 57. 

The House resumed the consideration of the question pending 
on the 16th instant, when the hour for the reception of reports 
expired, that the bill from the Senate, entitled “An actfor the- 
discontinuance of the office of surveyor general in the several 
districts, so soon as the surveys therein can be completed; for 
abolishing land oifices under certain circumstances, and for 
other purposes.” . 

The immediate question pending when the subject lagt 
up, was the motion of Mr. TayLorto commit the bill to the : 
mittee of the Whole of the state ofthe Union. 

Mr. TAYLOR withdrew that motion, and moved that the bill 
be referred to the Committee on Public Lands, with instruc- 
tions to strike out the amendment reported by that committes 
on Saturday last, and agreed to by the House. , 

Mr. T. made some remarks in favor of the motion; when 

Mr. Hussard maintained that it was unnecessary to recom- 
mit the bill. 

Mr. Tay or saidthe House had agreed to the amendments 
without proper consideration. The amendments took from the 
Secretary ali discretion as to the propriety and inexpediency of 
consolidating the offices; and the effect would beto throw an 
additioual expense on those who wished to purchase lands in 

the districts to which the law -was intended to apply. The 
House having egreed to the amendments, no other alternative 
was left to have the error corrected, which i¢ had fallen into by 
adopting the amendment, than by recommitting the bill to the 
committee indicated, 


The queston was taken on motion to commit, and disagreed 
\ to by ayes 40, noes 92. g 
The question then recurring on ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed fer a third reading, it was carried in the 
and the bill having been engrossed, was read the third time 


passed. 

Mr. CRARY, from the Committee on the Public Lands, re- 
ported back to the House Senate bill entitled “An acts 
mental to the act entitled an act granting pre-emption rights to 
settlers on the public lands,” approved June 22, 1838, with a 
recommendation of the committee that it do not pass. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose to.expiain how it was, 
that the committee Teported this bill, with the recommendation 
that it do not pass. For all practical purposes, this committee 
virtually numbers but eight members; other, and per! more 
important duties, always preventing the attendance of one of 
its members from its meetings. A deep interest was- felt in 
this bill by the whole committee; and on every question affect- 
ing the principle, we stood four for, and four againn it, Thus 
it was on a motion to report this bili without this recommen- 
dation, the vote stood, ayes 4, noes 4; and, the committee being 
equally divided, the motion was lost. A disposition was 
evinced by those opposed to the bill, to bury it in the commit- 
tee, and to refuse this Iouse an opportunity of expressing 
their views on this subject, and thus to withhold from a large 
class of worthy citizens, what justice and good Cote impe, 
tiously demanded. In this condition of thinga, friends of 
the bill were constrained, in order to get the bill outof the 
committee, and thus afford the House an opportunity to act on 
this subject, to agree to report the bill with the recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass. He hoped the House would reject the 
recommendation of the committee, and pass the bill. 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky moved to commit the bill tothe 
Committee of the Whole on the stateof the Union; and - 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved to commit it the Committee of 
the Whole, and make it the order of the day for to-morrow. . 

Mr. STEWART was in favor of immediate action on the bill, 
and epposedto committing it to either the Committee of the 
Whole, or the Committee on the state of the Union. The bill 
did not contain an appropriation, and whatever might have been 
the previous practice of the House, there was nothing found in 
the rules of the House which require the bill to be committed. 
He hoped it would not be committed. Jf it was, it would ba 
tantamount to its rejection, because it would never be 
reached. 

Mr. LINCOLN contended that the bill ought to be referred 
to a Committee ofthe Whole. He directed the attention of the 
gentleman from Alabama to the journal of the House, where it 
would appear that asimilar bill had, by a majority, been refer- 
red to a Committee of the Whole, arid debated therein day after 
day. The rule of the House required that every bill involving 
an appropriation, should be considered in Committee ef the 
Whole, and he would submit to gentlemen whether this. bill 
was not one of that character. Did it not appropriate to the 
pre-emption settlers the whole difference between the amount 
of one dollar and a quarter per acre and the prices ruch lands 
would fetch in the market? Was not this appropriation of the 
public lands to pre-emption settlers a means of diminishing the 
revenue? Certainly it was; as, if the same lands were sold im the 
market, they vonid, focii ten times the price, and the Treasury 
would be benefited by the amount. 

The very object of the bill was to grant lands to these — 
ata minor price to that for which they were suid gA : Pa. 
This was so plain that it scarcely n illustration. „Bu Wank 
Pose, for instance, a man had made a settlement iS noes 
and the spot he had chosen should in afew mon afew years, 
be selected as the foundation of a future Cy i ch the settler 
and perhapsin a few months, the land for whic! 


might sell fora 
was Charged but a dollar and a quarter an acre, 

instances num 
Were not such be erous, 


when the land, owing to such circumstances, 
ice; and yet this bill pro to. riste 
the whole diference ova and sp adele s and a quarter an 
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acre to the pre-emption settler. Was it not, then, clearly an | as such, ought to be referred to a Committee of the Whole, in tion law. The hour of half past two having arrived, the House 


appropriation bill, coming under the rule of the House, which conformity with the former usage of the House. The diffe- took a recess. 
requires that wall procecdings touching appropriations of mo- rence between the Government price, and the price the land EVENING SESSION. 


ney shali be first discussed in a committee of the whole might bring, when exposed to public sale, would be in effect Mr. BROWN resumed his remarks, and, in the 
Houee?”’ 7 tens an appropriation, and a loan to the person benefited by the course of his speech, referred to the political course of Mr. 
Why, the very idea of an appropriation presupposed an ac- re-emption,. 1fit were not 8o, why then the necessity of pass- BELL, more particularly on the subject of Abolition. He 
tion upon the revenue. Did not this right of pre-emption af- ing the bill at all. He could hardly have thought it possible || showed, by areference to the records, that previous to the Har- 
fect the revenue of the country? Did the Government not that gentlemen should have asked the House to pursue such an risburg nomination, that gentleman was ultra in his opposition 
draw a great amount of money ftom the sales of the public unprecedented course in relation to this bill. to Abolition petitions; but that subsequently he had changed 
lands? and if those lands were sold ata price much below their The gentleman from Alabama says this is an “old subject, his course, and gone so far as to recommend a reference of 
market value, would not that diminish the revenue from that well understood, and that there is no necessity for any discus- such petitions to a committee, with instructions tu report 
source? If the lands were thus given up, then the bill was an sion.” He advances that as a reason why it should not be re- thereon. 3 . 
appropriation of public lands for the benefit of the pre-emp- ferred to a Committee of the Whole. But when the gentleman Mr. DAVIS of Pennsylvania obtained the floor. He said he 
tion settlers, and therefore came within the tule. He challenged says itis an old bill, Task him if he has read it. Has he ex- did not wish to make a speech, but to save the time of the 
gentlemen to show a single instance when a bill of this charac- amined the bill which he says there is no need of discussing? Houge, and the money of the nation; and moved the previous 
for had not been first considered in committee. Such was the || Ifhe has, does he not gee that the bill is based on three new || question; which was seconded, and, 

proper and regular course—a cou rse dictated, not only by rea- grounds, and that it involves principles which swallow up the On the question, “Shall the main question be now put?” . 
son, but by the rules and the invariable usage of the House, quintessence of all former bills? Does he not see that it opens Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays; which, having 
from the time of its legislative existence down to the.present pe- the door wide, and invites every kind of abuse to walk in? been ordered, were, yeas 92, nays 53, as follows: 

riot, Mr. R. GARLAND said, in substance, that he was friendly to YEAS—Mesars. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 


Gentlemen spoke of questions of expediency; but, for his the passage of the bill, and always had been in favor of pre- 


leet Banke, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Burke, W. O. Butler, Carr, 
part he had no idea of deviating from the old safe course. He emption acts; and dated his support of the measure farther 
a 


Carroll, Chapman, Coles, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, 


dno idea of thus disposing of the public domain, and of leav- back than those who were so anxious to override the rules of Dana, John Davis, John W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgocle, 
ing it to the chance of having all debate cut off by the previous the House to come toaction upon it. He contended that, by Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Gerry, Hammond, 
question. This was a bill of great importance to every section the rule, it should be committed. It was a proposition to dis- Hand, J. Hastings, Hawkins, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, Hop- 
of the country, and ought, therefore, to have a full and fair dis- pose ofthe public lands, through the pre-emption right, at a || kins, Hubbard, Jackeon, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 


cussion in committee and in the House; and he, for one, would much less rate than they might be aold for at public auction. It 
not consent to a deviation from the propercourse. He repeated was a measure, therefore, which, to that extent, affected the re- 
that a reference to a Committee of the Whole was demanded venue. He was not, however, friendly to the biil in favor of 
by the rules and former practice of the House; and that to dis- doing away with the former practices af the House on similar 
pose of it in any other way, would be manifest injustice. bills. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama said that he hoped the House Mr. WELLER said he did not believe that the merits of a 
would not commit the bill. He felt confident that neither the bill should be discussed on a question of reference; and for the 
rules nor the practice of the House required that it should be purpose of bringing the House to a vote, he moved the pre- 


Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter Leonard, Lucas, 
McClellan, McKay, Mallory. Marchand, Medill, Miller, Mon- 
tanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, New- 
hard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, 
Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, Ryall, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, John Smith, Thomas &mith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Taylor, Fran- 
cis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, David D. Wagener, 


committed. rule requires that all bills making appro- vions question. Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wiliams, Henry Wil- 
priations of money shall be committed,anc he was wilting to ad- | Mr. CASEY inquired of the Cuair what would be the ope- liams, and Worthington—92. i 
mit that the rule also embraced appropriations of lands; but || ration of the previous question; whether it would bring the NAYS—Mesers. Andrews, Baker, Bell, Bond, Briggs, Brock- 


this bill proposes no appropriation whatever, either of land or || House to a vote on the motion to commit the bill, or on order- 
money. The gentleman from Massachuseits (Mr. LINCOLN} ing itto be engrossed. p 
says that the passage of this bill is urged on the ground that the The CHAIR said that would entirely depend on the questiou 
lands are worth more than, ‘Inder the provisions of the bill, the whether the bill contained an appropriation, and whetherit re- 
seitiers are required to pay.: Mr. C. said it wae no wired by the rule to be committed. He said he had been in- 
time to debdte the merits of the Dill, nor did he design formed by the Chief Clerk, that although it had been customa- 
doing go at this time, but he denied, as one of its ad- || ry tocommit the bill te the Committee of the Whole on the 
votates, that ground for its supoort, and would take issue | state of the Union, in one instance the House had decided other- 
with tho'gertlemen from Massachusette | Mr. Lincoxn,] on the wise, and the Clerk was now looking for the precedent; but if 
fact that the public lands were sold to pre-emptors cheaper the bill was one which ought not to goto a Committee of the 
purchasers atauction. Mr. C. said if gentlemen would Whole, the previous question would be on the engrossment. 
examine the history of the sale of the public lands, they would Ifhe was now called upon to decide, he must decide that the 
fied that: 1¢ sold for within a fraction as much under the several previousquestion, if sustained, would bring the House to a vote 
pre-emption jaws as it had on an everage at public auc- on the motion to commit. 
tian, and that fraction above the Government price was Mr. CASEY said if the Srpeaxer so decided that this bill 
less than the increased cost of the auction sales ; must go to Committee of the Whole, under the rule, he should 
go that in a financial view of the question, the’ policy deem it hisduty to takean appeal. He was aware thata for- 
was to allow. pre-emptions to settlers, Mr. C. said, that so mer Speaker had decided that a bill making an appropriation 
Tar from providing for an appropriation, if the bill were to || of land must be so referred, but this bill made no such appro- 
much more money would be brought into the Treasury priation. He hoped the SPEAKER would look to former deci- 
than would be, without it. He said that, instead of placing the sions on this subject. 
morits..of this measure on the ground stated by the gen- The SPEAKER had hoped some gentleman would appeal. 
teman from Massachusetts, the iriends of the policy had The point had been referred tohim as a question of order, and 


way, Anson Brown, Calhoun, Wm. B. Campbell, Casey, Chinn, 
Cushing, E. Davies, Garret Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Everett, 
Fillmore, James Garland, Goggin, Goode, Hall, William 
8. Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Ogden Hoffman, Hunt, 
Kempshall, Lincoln, Mitchell, Morgan, isbet, Palen, Pope, 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Ridgway, Russell, Sergeant, Bi- 
monton, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompeon; Toland, 
Underwood, Warren, John White, Thomas W. Wilian s Jo- 
seph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—53. 

So the main question was ordt red. 

The question being now on the rejection of the bill, and the 
yeas and nays having been asked, were ordered, and were, yeas 
108, nays 53, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Andereon, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Al- 
bert G. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, John Campbell, Carr, 
Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Mark A. 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Craig, Cushing, Dana, Jobn Da- 
vis, John W. Davis, Doan, Doig Dromgcole, Duncan, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, James Garland, Gerry, Goggin, 
Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hillen, Holle- 
man, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Thomas B. Jackson Jameson, 
man, ubncon, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Lead: 


hetter, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Mallo : 


-always contended, that as the auction sales brought bis decision was that ifthe bill proposed to give to seters all v 
but little ar no more than the Government price for the public over the priceofone dollar and twenty-five cents an acre, then Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. 
lands, those who had made valuable improvements thereon it must be an appropriation bill; but if it proposed only to sell Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petaikin. 
at their own labor and expense, and thereby increased ani || the lands for what they would fetch, it was not an appropriation |) Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, Edward 
facilitated the sale of other public lands, had, according to equi- bill. Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, John Smith, Thomas 
ty and common justice, a better right to buy from the Govern- The question being on the appeal, Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swear- 
mentatthe same price than the speculators at the auction Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi demanded the yeas and ingen, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, 
sales, who, by combinations, scarcely ever give more than $1 25 nays; which were ordered. Underwood, Vroem, David D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, 
per acre. i o Mr. HOPKINS moved to lay the whole subject en the table. Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wiliams, Joseph 

Mr. C. said that hecouldnot see the necessity for committing Mr. CASEY demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- L. Williams, and Worthington—108. 
the bill. He had shown that it involved no appropriation, and dered. NAYS—Mesers. Andrews, Barnard, Bell, Bond, Brockway, 
thought it was equally clear that it proposed no new principle. Mr. JAMES GARLAND moved a call of the House; and, on Anson Brown, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Chinn, James 
It propose ia revive the pre-emption law of 183% with some that motion, Cooper, Cranston, Davies, Garret Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Ed- 
amendments, not, however, altering materially any principle Mr. WISE demanded the yeas and nays; which, having been wards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Gentry, Giddinge, Patrick G. 
then for. the third or fourth time recognized by Congress. It ordered, were—yeas 60, nays 113. Goode, Hiland Hall, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hiram P. Hunt, 
had been discussed over and over again in both Houses Bo acall was refused. Kempshall, Lincoin, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Osborne, Palen, 
of Congress and before the people, until every one was On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the morning hour having Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Ridgway, Russell, Baltonatall, 
perfectly familiar with it. Mr. S. contended that it was expired, the House then passed to the orders of the day. Sergeant, Simonton, Slade. Truman Smith, Stanly, Taliaferro, 
rfecty clear to every member, that in the present state of the enate bills on the Speaker's table were then taken up, read Toland, Triplett, Peter J. Wagner, John White, Thomas W. 
nsiness of the sesion, the measure could not be acted on, if twice, and appropriately committed. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and 
it wererefused. Besides this bill, we have many other impor- 


The SPEAKER announced that the business next in order © 


Wise—53. 
tant measures before the touse, of general and direct interest was the bill to secure the freedom of elections, and to provide 


So the bill was rejected. 


with a majority, which would always ride over this; that while for the faithful administration of the Executive patronage. Mr. ATHERTON moved that the House resolve itself into 
he trusted the bill was favorably considered by a majority, yet The question being, “Shall the bill be rejected??? Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. : 

it was merely local, and directly interesting to the new States Mr. BROWN, who was entitled to the floor, analyzed the vari- Mr. STANLY demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
only. ous provisions of the bill, and argued that it was the same in spi- dered, but Mr. S. withdrew his motion. 


Mr. C. said that as he considered it would be fatal to the bill rit as the bill introduced into the other end of the Capitol, by the 
to commit it under the circumstances he had stated, he hoped Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. CRITTENDR,] and which was 
no friend of the measure would vote for the motion. For his rejected by that body, there being but 8 votes in favor of 
own part he would consider the vote about to be taken as a test its passage. And the same spirit, he said, ran through 
vote asto its strength in the House, and hoped every member that bill and the bill, now before the House, as ran through the 


The motion of Mr. ATHERTON was agreed to; and the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, Mr. Banxs in the chair. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to take up the Sub- Treasury bill. 


ar h h z Mr. WISE moved to take up the Nayal dg leet bill. 
would so consider it in giving his vote—that it was not to pre- old sedition jaw. The bill while it professed to be in favor of The question being put on the motion of Mr. ATHERTON. 
Vent free and full discussion that he opposed commitment, fer || full liberty, ita object in fact was slavery in its most On motion of Mr. STANLY. the question was taken by tel- 


he did not fear any debate or examination into its merits, but odious form. Heappealed to his colleague [Mr. BELL] whe- 
to insure action at this session, which he knew would not be ther he was willing to advance the most worthy and mcst pro- 

RAN minent of his féllow-citizens to a position where they would be 
Mr. WHITE of Kentucky said this was a mere question of disfranchised—where they dared not as freemen speak out and 
reference, and the debate ought to be confined to the point. In act out their principles. He asked, was that freedom which 
the first place he contended that the bill ought to go to a thus tied up a portion of his fellow citizens? Mr? B. said he 


lere, (Messrs. Unpgrwoop and RAMSEY acting as such) and re- 
sulted, ayes 101, nays 64. 

Mr. CUSHING moved to strike out the enacting clause of the 
bill; but, before proceeding with his remarks, he wished to 
make a suggestion to the gentleman from New Hampshire, (Mr. 
ATHERTON,) under whose immediate custody the bill appeared 


Committee of the Whole, because such @ course was in con- wonld strenuouely oppose this bill if it disfranchised one of the |} to be, he having made every motion for taking itup. ‘This bilt 
formity to former usage of the House, as the history of every citizens of his State, as if it proposed to disfranchise the whole. was a very important measure—indeed, it was the measure of 
mption bill would show. But if gentlemen meant to Mr. B. showed the effect the bill would have had, if it had be- the Administration; and yet it had come before the House from 
cast aside all former usage and precedent, and strike out into come a law when heretofore introduced. He saidit would the Committee of Ways and Means, without any report or ex- 


a new path; ifthey intended to lose sight ofall former principles have cut right and left amongst the political friends of his col- 
by which they had been governed, why it was high time that league, (Mr. BELL;) in proof of which, he adverted to the fact, 
the countryj-and that posterity should know it. If such was that a majority of the Federal officers in Tennessee belonged to 


position of their views, to show why this projet of law should 
` be adopted. And if the gentleman from New Hampshire de- 
sired to make any explanations or expositions, he (Mr. C.) was 


their course, it was time the people should know that the old the Whig party; out of the postmasters in the five very ready to yield the floor, to give him that opportunity. 

elements of legislation had been broken up, and that a new county towns in his district, three were furiously and Nay, he was not only ready to yield the floor, but ke proffered 

light had buret fourth, and that nothing but novelty andchange || actively opposed to Mr. Van Buren. Instead of the it to him, and invited an exposition of the bill. 

had come. upon all. , passage of the bill being an injury to the present Adminis- Mr. ATHERTON said he duly ‘appreciated the courtesy of 
The former usage, precedent, and practice of the Heuse de- tration, he believed it would have been a benefit. Mr. the 


ieee from Massachusetts in thus politely offering to 
yield the floor. All he had to ray, however, was, that this was 
pot anew measure, either to members of the House or to the 
country. It had been several times recommended by the Presi- 
dent in his annual message, and there had been twe reports in 
each, branch of Congress on the general merits of tie bill. 
Not only so, but he wond refer to remarks made by a gentle- 
man of the Opposition the other day, “that every member of 
this House was sent here by hig constituente, either fer or 
against this bill.” The majority of the committee, (and ‘he be- 
lieved a majority of the Houee,) had now determined to take-up 


manded that the bill should be referred to a Committee ofthe B. adverted to the first gag bill brought before Congress, 
Whole. He did not wish gentlemen to rely on any statement which was introduced in 1791 by way of amendment 
of histe prove that this course hal always been taken, but he to the first excise, or custom house bill. He examined 
would refer to.the journal of the. House, and callenge any one the provisions and principles of that, and compared with the 
to preduce a aingle instance, when a bill ofthis character had ||- provisions and principles of the bill beforethe House, and ar- 
not taken that direction. He appealed to facts. and he was gued that the latter, in both particulars, was more odious than 
sure these facts would bear him outin whathehad said. Was the former. That measure was rejected inthatearly day of 
the old-doctrine. that the public lands. were not the property the Republic by a.vote of 21 to 37. Mr. Madison and Mr. 
of the Genbral Government to be revivedagain? mee: Giles both voting against it. He further showed the identy of [ 

He contended that this bill did contain an appropriation, and this bill, both in principle, and its provisions, with the old sedi- j 
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the bill, when the gentleman from Massachusetts had moved 
to strike out the erasure clause, to defeat it, without giving any 
opportunity to debate the sections in detail as they came up. 

That being the case, he could oniy say that it was the duty 
of the gentleman to give to the House and to the country his 
reason why he had made the motion. J i 

Mr. CUSHING was about to resume his remarks against the 
bill; when g r : . 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the committee rise; which motion 
was agreed to. 

The committee then rose, and 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tavcrspay, May 21, 1840. 
“Mr. STURGEON presented two memorials 
from citizens of Philadelphia, praying the remodi- 


fication of the tariff on the basis of that of 1824; » 


which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Alley, 
Staunton, and Co. merchants of New York, pray- 
ing aremission of the duties upon certain gocds 
destroyed by fire while.in the custody of the collec- 
tor of that port; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on -Pen- 
sions, to which was referred f 

The petition of William Ferguscn; 

The petition of Elizabeth Garrabrants; 

The petition of the widow of Samuel Walker; 

The petition of Jacob Hall; i 
made adverse reports thereon; whieh were ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. P. also asked that the Committee on Pen- 
sions be discharged from the further consideration 
of the claim of E. Shaler, and the memorial of 
Conrad Walts; which was agreed to. | 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Thomas Farrar; which 

“was agreed to. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Edward Criddle; which was read twice, and re- 

. ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to re- 
gulate enlistments into the army and navy; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. i 

Mı. WILLIAMS submitted the following re- 
solution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
Teeted to appoint a board consisting of navy and 
marine officers, to witness an exhibition of Nig- 
hill Nutting’s patent cylinder fire arms, and report 
the results in detail for the information of Congress, 
together with their opicion of the advantages to 
be derived from the adoption of the same into the 
naval service. 

Mr. STRANGE gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill making certain 
appropriations for the Patent Office. 

Mr. WILLIAMS gave notice that he would ‘ask 
leave to introduce a bill in addition to an act regu- 
lating the pay of the navy. ; 

_The bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh, und 
Company, w:s taken up on its third reading, and 
its passage was advocated by Messrs. ROBINSON, 
LUMPKIN, and PRENTISS, afd opposed by 
Messrs. WHITE, HUBBARD, CALHOUN, and 
DAVIS, and was then laid on the table for the 
present. 

“The report of the Committee on Claims adverse 
to the petiiion of William and James Crook, was 
then taken up, and was discussed at much length— 
Messrs. WRIGHT, HUBBARD, WALKER, 
and CALHOUN sustaining the report of the com- 
mittee, and Messrs, CLAY of Ky. KNIGHT, 
HENDERSON, and WEBSTER, advocating the 
claim of the petitioners; when, 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the further con- 
sideration of the whole subject was indefinitely 
postponed—ayes 25, noes 14, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs: Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- 
derson, H«ebbard, King, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevief, Strange, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—25. - 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Knight, Porter, Prentiss, 


_Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Ryall, eon 
m 


Preston, Smith of Indiana, Spence, Tallmadge, 
Webster, and White—14. 
GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bi'l to establish a uniform system of bank- 
tuptcy being taken up, after some remarks by 
Messrs. HUBBARD, CLAYTON, LUMPKIN, 
CLAY of Kentucky, WALKER, WEBSTER, 
and TALLMADGE, 

On motion by Mr. TALLMADGE, the further 
considera'ion of the bill was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, May 21, 1840. 


The SPEAKER announced that the first business in order 
was the Senate bill reported. back from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, entitled “An act supplemental to an act entitled 
‘an act granting pre-emption rights to the settlers on the public 
lands, > approved June 22, 1838. The motions pending on 
said bill were those of Mr. Wurre of Kentucky, to commit the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Unien, 
and the motion of Mr. 1..Winttams to commit itto the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and make it the order for to-morrow. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved a call of the House; 
which was ordered, and was proceeded in until 196 members 
had answered to their names. The list of absentees were called 
over, when the following gentlemen were excused by the 
House on account of absence from the city, and indisposition, 
viz. Messrs. ADAMS, ANDERSON of Kentucky, Borrs, Boyb, 
BREWSTER, McCarty, FILLMORE, GRANGER, Jones of Virginia, 
Lawrence, Mgnt, TAYLOR Psrcx, Pickens, RODGERS, 
Wiutiams of Kentucky. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine moved that the following gentlemen, 
actingon the Committee on the Militia, new in session, be 
excused, viz. Messrs. Kem, Goons, Ropczas. of New York, 
Rinceway, GRIFFIN, WAGONER; which motion was disa- 
greed to. ` ‘ : i 

The vall ofthe list of absentees having been completed, and 
163 members having anåwered to their names, 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, all further proceeding in the 
call was dispensed with—ayes-92, noes 40.  - 

The question immediately pending when the bill was up on 
yesterday, was tue motion of Mr. Horxins to lay the bill on 
the table. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on said motion, were 
taken, and were—yeas 53, nays 122, as follows: 

YEAS~—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, Banks, Bond, Briggs, 
Sampson H. Butler, Calhoun, Connor, James Cooper, Cranston, 
Edward Davies, Dawson, Deberry, Evans, Everett, James Gar- 
land, Goggin, Griffin, Grinnel', Habersham, Wm. S. Hastings, 
Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hopkins, 
Hunt, James, Jenifer, Kempshall, Lincoln, McCarty, Mitchell, 
Monroe, Montgomery, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Randolph, Ray- 
ner, Russell, Samuels, Shepard, Slade, Stanly, Storrs, Talia- 
ferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull,- 
Warren, John White, and Lewis Williams—53. 

NAYS—Messrs, Alford, Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Black, Blackwell, Burke, William 
O. Butler, William B. Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chap- 
man, Chinn, Clifford, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Cushing, Dana, 
Davee, John Davis, J. W. Davis, G. Davis, Dickerson, Dellet, 


Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, - 


Fi Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Gentry, Gerry, Goode. 
Ren, Hall, Hammond, Hand, J. Hastings, Henry, Holmes, 
Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Chas. Johnston, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, 
Jeet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, 
McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, Miller, Montanya, Mor- 
gan, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Payn- 
ter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Proffit, Ramsey, Rariden, Reynolds, 
Shaw, Simonton, 
Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod; Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Tay, 
lor, Francis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Tumey- 
Underwood, Vroom, David D. Wagener Peter J. Wagner, 
“Weller, Edward D. White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry 
Williams, and Joseph L. Williams-—122, 

So the biil was not laid on the table. 

The question then recurring on the appeal taken by Mr. Ca- 
sey on yesterday from the decision of the Crain, that the bill 

_ required commitment, 

The SPEAKER said the question was on the appeal from 
his decision on yesterday, that the bill ought to go toa Com- 
mittee ofthe Whole. On yesterday he had made that decision 
according to his own construction of the rule, as he believed it 
wasin accordance with the previous practice of the House. 
But since then he had discovered that in 1834, a pre-emption bill 
hed passed through the House without being committed to a 
Committee of the Whole. That being the case, he would re- 
verse his decision of yesterday, £o that the previous question 
instead of being on the commitment, would be on ordering the 
engrossment of the bill for a third reading. 

Mr. LINCOLN understood the Szaxer to decide then, that 
according to the former practice of the House, the previous 
question would apply to the engrosament. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. LINCOLN said he considered it his duty to take an ap- 
peal from that decision, and wished to say a few words ih sup- 
port thereof, but the previous question having been ordered, 
the Cuair informed him tbat no debate could be enter- 
tained. 

After a desu'tory conversation between Messrs. BRIGGS, 
LINCOLN, CASEY, DROMGOOLE, UNDERWOOD, and 
others, i ` 

The question being on the appeal, the main question was 
ordered to be put. 

Mr. JAMESON asked for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, ox 

And the main question, “Shall the decision of the CHair 
stand as the ament of the House?” was decided as follows: yeas 
100. nays 91. : ` 

YEAS—Messre. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Beatty, Biack, 
Blackwell, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, William O.. Butler, Jotm 
Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chapmin, Chinn, Clifford, Mark A. 


. Rice Garland, Gentry, Giddi 


Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Gra 


Cross, Cushing, Davee, Davies, John Davis, J bse wi 

Dickerson. Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eáitman, Ely, Fine, 
Fietcher, Floyd, Fornance, James Garland,’ Gerry, odë, 
Hammand, Hand, John Hastings, Henry, Howa 4, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, fum 
Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard. Lewis, Lowell,’ 4 
McCarty, McClellan, McCulloh, allory, March , Medit, 


Miller, Montanya, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Patris, Pe- 
trikin, Pope, Prentiss, Proffit, Rariden, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Edward Rogers, gf batt Shaw, Simonton, Albert Smith, John 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Stuart, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Jacob . Tho Dy 
Turney, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Weet, Wi J. 
W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Joseph L.. Wil- 
liams—100. < 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Andrews, Banks, Baker- 
Barnard, Beirne, Beil, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Samp, 
son H.:Butlen Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carroll, ee 
Connor, James Cooper, Cranston, Curtis, Garret Day. aw, 
son, Deberry, Dennis, Dromgoole, Edwards, Evans,. Everett, 
anc n s,. Goggin, Graham, Graves, 
Green, Griftin, Grinnell, Hall, William S.. Hostings, H woe, 
Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolih taimane 
Hook, Hopkins, James, Charles Johnston, ` añi Cost 
Jehnson, Kempshall, Lincoln, MtKay, Matvin, Mason, Mitchell, 
Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Calvary: Morris, Nishet, Ogle, 
Osborne, Peck, Ramsey, Randal!, Randolph; Rayner, Reed, 
Rives, Russeli, Samuels, Sergeant, Shepard, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Taliaferro. Francis: Thomas, Waddy 


| Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland Triplett, ag Peter J. 


'. before other bilis of far greater importance. 


Wagener, Warren, Edward D. White, John White, and Lewis 
Williams—91. ais 

Mr. UNDERWOOD inquired of the Cam whether it would 
bein order to moye the recommitment of the bill. i 

The CHAIR replied that the previous question having been 
ordered, it would not. J 

Here the action on the bill was arrested, the morning hour to 
which it was confined having expired, and the House passed to 

` the orders of the day. . 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treswuyy, in: compliance with a re- 
solution of the House of the 28h Januyury,, 1¢39, a supplemen- 
tal report, showing the amount of compensation which has 
been received, whether by fees or otherwise, hy the district 
clerks, attorneys, and marshals, during thè year 1839. . , 

Un motion of Mr. CONNOR, ordered to iie On thé table, and 
be printed. : i EA 

Aimo a communication from the Secretary of Wer, | it- 
ting a report from the Ordnance Department, setting forth the 
causes which have prevented an answer to the resohitfon of 

the House of Representatives, of 11th February, 1840, in réie- 


' tion to the prices at which muskets, rifles, and pistels, might be 


made, and delivered to the United States, &c. 

ao motion of Mr. McKAY, ordered to lie on the table, and 
printed. i 
enate bill, entitled an act to extend for a longer period, the 

several acts now in force for the relief of insolvent debtors of 

the United States, having been returned from the Senate with 

amendments, . ; oe ne 

Mr. SARGEANT said the amendments were: m eo 
tions of errors, and quite consistent with the ame! die tè of 
the House to that bill, and therefore moved that thé HoGee con- 
cur in said amendments; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the House then resolved it- 
self into committee of the whole, on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Bangs in the chair) and resumed the consideration of the 
Independent Treasury bilt, ee. ; i 3 

Mr. CUSHING being entitled to the floor, resumed his re- 
marks from yesterday. After alluding tó the importance of the 
measure as emanating from the Executive, and its previeas re- 
jection at former Congresses, he expressed . his. disapprobation 
at the course now pursued by the Administration in again ur; 
ing it. He intimated that, since its last rejection, the people 
had been listening to the voice of the tempter, were now 
thought more favorable.to its adoption. But he called upon the 
people toarise in their mi ht,and cast aside the snare, lest, when 
it was teo late, they would find themsélves'liké andther Samp- 


> gon, bound hand and foot, and delivered over to the: Philistipes. 


He complained that this great measure came up without ar 
affirmative defence from tbe Administration. He. said it ap- 
peared that thie! course öf proceeding was equivalenttu sayin 
that the Executive found himsel strong énough to pasit, Fh 
therefore did not deem it. propep to-make any affirmative-de- 
fence. He contended that this was not an untried experiment. 
The act maa ne ee va alte ‘by the Exeeutive, 
and it failed, and the Hause was patpi Pee ie n to gauction 
and make into a law that which bad | been. tried and failed. He 
contended that this was buta sequel to thè great State bank ex- 
periment of General Jackson, which had ‘faitedyand had-in- 
voivedthe country in disgraceand. ruin. That great. failure 
had taken place when the present Ezecmive cahe into power, 
and this Sub-Treasury scheme was adopted in itestead.- 
He complained that all the grea} appropriatinn bills had been 
thrust aside for the purpose of bringing. up: this bill, :: še al- 
‘luded to the paramount importancepf the appropriation bills 
which importance was implied by their precedence in the raids. 
He saw no necessity or: reason why thig hill should be taken ap 
He saw, however, 
one reason which perhaps had induced the Administration par- 


ty to take it up, and that was the taunts which had beea ‘thrown 


out by the Opposition, 


that the bill would not. be: brought up. 


Ifthat was the reason, then the bill-was brought up megely.-to 


: show the courage of the Administration party inthe House, and 


: tween the State bank deposite system and 


not for the publicgood. H@hopeéd, therefore, that the urgency 
o the appropriation bills would not be adduced argument 
for stifling debate on this bill. Mr. C. then proceededto examine 
the principles of the bill, which. he said, contained twe proposi- 
tions, viz. for an Independent Treasury, aad iridepandan: ET 
. In discussing the question of relative pal 
iween É a this bill, Mr. C. ad- 
mitted that it conferred less patronage than the former. 
The House, at half past two o’clock, took a recess. 


EVENING SESSION. ; 

Mr. CUSHING continued to ‘address the House potil eat the 

ter to seven o'clock, when he gave way ior: : aE 

committee rise. The motion prevailed—#ye! edion wae 

The committee accordingly Bs helps ijjo s made. 
b tlemen msty foradjournment: 

atti pape e demanded on thie BON on:aqd:.rereltod 


„as follaws: yeas 69, nays 72. 


"= 


- pill shall be disposed of. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
Mr. CALHOUN of ‘Massachusetts moved a call of the House 
Dut the menon was apparently negatived, when the yeas and 
were demanded, but before they were taken— 
r. COOPER of Penne lvania_ moved an adjournment; the 
and nays were deman led, and being again taken, resulted 
aa follows: yeas 69, nays 58. 
So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, May 22, 1840. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a memorial of citi- 
gens of Georgetown, praying the recharter of the 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, 
and remonstrating against the passage of any act 
requiring the banks of the District to resume spe- 
cie payments until a resumption by the banks of 
the State of Virginia and Maryland; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of F. R. Dor- 
sett, made an adverse report thereon; which was 

- ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill for the relief of Edward Criddell, 
made an adverse report thereon; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, on leave, and in pursuance of 
previous notice, introduced a bill to amend an act, 
entitled “An act to regulate the pay of the Navy of 
the United States; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. STRANGE, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked aad obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
make certain appropriations for the Patent Office; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Patent Office. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. WJLLIAMS yes- 
terday, was discussed by Messrs. KING, TAP- 
PAN, CALHOUN, WILLIAMS, PRESTON, 
and DAVIS, and was then agreed to. 

The bill concerning a seminary of learning in 
the Territory of Iowa, was read a third time and 
pasied. 

The bill for satisfying outstanding military 
bounty land warrants, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

The bill giving the assent of Congress to the acts 
of Virginia, incerporating the Falmouth and Alex- 
andria Railroad Company, and for other purposes, 
was taken up as in Committee of the Whole, and 
was advocated by Messrs. ROANE, KING, 
WALKER, and MERRICK, and opposed by 
Messrs. TAPPAN and HUBBARD, and on mo- 
tion of the latter, its further consideration was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States; and the question was 
on Mr. Watt’s substitute for the bill. 

Mr. TALLMADGE addressed the Senate at 
length in opposition to the substitute, and in favor 
of the bill; and its further consideration was post- 

ned until Monday next. 

Mr. PRESTON offered a resolntion that here- 
after the hour of meeting for the Senate should be 
12 o’cleck; which, after some remarks by Messrs. 
LUMPKIN and SEVIER, ia opposition, and Mr. 

‘PRESTON, in’support, was ayes 18, nes 19. 

‘The Senate then adjourned to Monday next. 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dixon, Henderson, Merrick, Nicholas, 

-Norvel, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Spence, 
Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Webster, and 
White—18. 7 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, King, Koight, Lumpkin, Robinson, Sevier, 
Simith of Indiana, Tappan, Walker, Williams, and 
Wright—19. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
__Fripay, May 22, 1840. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to susperd the rules 
to enable him to offer a resolution proposing to 
make the Indepen‘ent Treasury bill the speeial or- 
der of the day from this day at 12 o’cl ck, and 
every succeeding day al that hour, unul the said 


Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved a call of the House; 


‘Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Droomgoole, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Five, 
J 
> 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


and on thatmotion demanded the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered—were yeas 61, 
nays 78. 

So the House 1efused to havea call. 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nays on 
{he motion to suspend the rules; which, having 


been ordered, were—yeas 86, nays 88: 
YEAS—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, A. G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. 
Butler, William O. Butler, Bynum, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, 
William R. Cooper, Craig, Dana, Thomas Davee, John Davis, 


Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Griffin, Han oha 
Hastings, Hawkins, itl of N. C. Holleman, Hook, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Cave Johneon, Keim, 
Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Lowell, Lucas, McKay, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Pren- 
tion, Reynoldi, Rhett, Rives, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 
A. Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Strong, Swearingen, Taydor, Francis Thomass, Jacob Thomp- 
gon, Turney, Vroom, D. D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, 
Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthington 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Bell, Bond, Botts, Brewster, Briggs, Anson Brown, Cal- 
houn, William B. Cam bell, Carter, Casey. Ohinn, Clark, 
James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, 
Davies, Dawson. Deberry, Dennis, Deilet, Edwards, Everett, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Gentry. Giddings, Goggin, Goode, 
Giaham, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Wm S. 
Hastings, Henry, Hill of Va. Hoffman, Hunt, James, Jenifer, 
Charles Johnsion, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lincoln, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Feck, Pope, 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Sal- 
tonstall, Sergeant, Simonton Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, W., Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Tripleu, Trumbull, Underwood, Warren, E. D. White, Jchn 
White, T. W. Williams, Lewis Wilhams, and Joseph L. Wil- 
liams—S8. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

PRE-EMPTION BILL. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour 
was the bill from the Senate, entitled “An act sup- 
plementary to an act granting pre-emption rights 
to settlers on the public lands.” 

The question pending when the morning hour 


expired on yesterday, was on seconding the call for 


- the previous question; which, if sustained, would 
bring the House to a vote on ordering the bill to be 


engrossed fora third readieg. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved that the 
bill do lie upon the tab'e. 

On that motion Mr. WELLER called for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. TURNEY inquired of the Curat, if the bill 
be laid upon the table, whether a majority could at 
any time take it up. 

The CHAIR said that, according to the practice 
of the past session, it required two-thirds to take it 
up again. He was understood to say that, waen 
in its order, it would require buta majority to take 
it up; but that it was not competent at any other 
time to take it up, except by a vote of two-thirds. 

Mr. LINCOLN inquired if it would be in order 
to amend the bill. 

The CHAIR replied, that if the previous ques- 
tion be not sustained, it would be in order to 
amend the bill. ; 

Mr. STEWART of Illinois inquired of the 
Crap if it was in order again to make the motion 
to lay the bill on the table, the House having de- 
cided that question 08 yesterday. f 

The CHAIR said it was in order; action having 
been had on the bill since that question was de- 
cided on yesterday. 


The yeas and nays having been ordered on the 


nays 104. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Banks, Baker, Barnard, Briggs, 
Sampson H. Butler, Clark, Coles, Connor, James Cooper, 
Cranston, Garret Davis, Daweon, Deberry, Dennis, Drom- 
goole, Edwards, Everett,- Fisher, James Garland, Goggin, 
Goode, Graham, Graves, Green, Griffin, Habersham, Hall, 
William 8. Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Bil of Virginia, Hull 
of North Carolina, Hopkins, James, Charles Johnston, Wn. 
Coat Johnson, Kempshall, Lincoln, McCarty, Mason, Monroe, 
Montgomery, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Randolph, 
Reed, Russell, Samuels, Sergeant, Shepard, Slade, Stanly, 
Storrs, Taliaferro, Waddy 4 hompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Trumbull, Warren, John White, and Lewis Williams—65. 

NAYS—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Boyd, Brockway, Aaron V. Brown, Albert 
G. Brown, Burke. Win. O. Buter, Ca houn, Wm. B. Campbell, 
Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Mark A. 
Cooper, Wiiliam R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cross. Cur- 
tis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Edward Davies. John Davis, Dick- 
erson, Deliet, Doan, Doig. Earl, Easiman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, 
Floyd, Fornance, Rice Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Hammond, 
Hand, John Hastings. Henry, Hillen, Holleman, Howard, 
Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble. Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Marvin, Medill, Miller, Morgan, Calvary Morris, New- 
hard, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, 
Profit, Ramsey, Rariden, Rhett, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, 


motion to lay the bill on the table, were—yeas 65, 


| 


Ryall, Shaw, Simonton, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swea. 
ringen, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Jacob Thorgpson, 
Triplett, Turney, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Watietson, 
Welier, Edward D. White, Wick. Jared W. Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, and Worthington—104. i 

So the House retused to lay the bill on the table. 

The question then recurring on seconding the 
previous question, it was determined in the nega- 
tive, on count—ayes 77, nees 82. 

[If the previous question had been seconded, the 
next ‘question would have been on the engrossment 
of the bill.) 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Wuirte of Kentucky to commit the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CASEY said he looked upon the commit- 
ment of the bill as decisive of its fate. If the bill 
be committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union at this late period of the ses- 
sion, it will not be reached this session, and every 
gentleman who will vole upon this question is 
aware of that fact. He therefore calied for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. RANDOLPH inquired of the Cuarr, if the 
motion to recommit did not prevail, whether the 
bill would not stand on the Speaker's table, and 
ride over all the appropriation bills. 

The CHAIR said it would not take precedence 
of the appropriation bills, but would be the first 
thing in order during the morning hour only, and 
would stand on the calendar as one of the bills on 
the Speaker's table for engrossment. 

Tne yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
motion to recommit, were—yeas 91, nays 190. 

YEAS—Meesrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Banks, 
Baker, Barnard, Beirne, Bell, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, 
Anson Brown, Samps:ın H. Butler, Calhoun, Clark, Con: 
nor, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Cranston, Curtis, Gar- 
ret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Diomgoole, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, Fisher, James Garland, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, 
Graham, Graves, Griffin, Habersham, Hall, William S. Hast- 
ings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of Va. Hill of North Carolina, 
Holmes Hook, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Wm. 
Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lincoln, Lucas, McKay, Marvin, 
Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Calvary Mor- 
tig, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Peck, Ramsey, Randolph, Reed, 
Rives, Russell, Samuels, Sergeant, Shepard, Simonton, Slade, 
John Smith, Stanly, Storre, Sumter, Taliaferro, Waddy Thomp- 
gon, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, War- 
rem Jobn White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, and 

ise—91. ; 

NAYs—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Beatty, Black, 
Boyd, A. V. Brown, ‘Albert G. Brewn, Burke, William O. 
Butler, William B. Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, 
Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, 
Cross, Cushing, Dana, Davee. Edward Davies, John Davis, 
Dellet, Doan,- Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Fletcher, Rice Garland, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, 
Henry, Hillen, Holeman, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Joned, Keim, Kemble, Kilie, Lead- 
better, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, McClellan, McCulloh, 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard. Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Pope, Pren- 
tiss, Pioffit, Rariden, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, E. Rogers, 
Ryall, Shaw, A. Sm th, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steen: 
rod, Strong, Stuart, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Tho- 
mas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vroom, David D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
and Worthington—100. 


So the Flouse refused to commit the bill. 

`[If the motion to commit had prevailed, it would 
have been tantamount to the rejection of the bill, 
inasmuch as the condition of the business on the 
calendar would have prevented the House from 
reaching it, or having any action on it, tbis ses- 
sion. It is, therefore, properly to be inferred that 
all those who were opposed to the passage of the 
bill, voted for its commitment.] 

The question now recntred on the motion to 
commit th? bill to the Committee of the Whole, to 
take its place on the calendar. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS, who made that motion, 
withdrew it. 

The SPEAKER said the bill would now go 
over, and would be first in order on Tuesday next. 

Mr. LINCOLN offered an amendment to the 
bill in substance, so as to make it conform to the 
act of 1838. 

Mr. GOODE offered the following amendment 
as an additional section to the bill: 


Sec. . Andbe it further enacted, That all per- 
sons being the head of a family who have settled 


| and made improvements on any part of the Uni- 


ted Svate? alternate sections reserved from sale on 
the Wabash and Erie canal or the Miami canal, 
in the State of Chic, pricr to the Jast day of No- 
vember, 135, be permitted to enter not more 
than eighty ecres of land on which they have so 
as aforesaid settled and improved at the proper 


land office, by way of pre-emption, at $2 50 per 
acre. 
These amendments were reccived and subse- 
quently ordered, with the bill, to be printed. 
Mr. COST JOHNSON wished to have a dis- 
tinet understanding on the disposal of this bill. 
The SPEAKER repeated tnat it was now laid 
over unt! Tuesday, en which day it would be first 
in order; the question being on the amendment. 
Mr. JOHNSON said, as that was the c:se, he 
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EVENING SESSION. 

The bills reported from the Committee of the 
Whole in the morning session, were respectively 
dispcsed of as indicated below. 

The bill for the relief of the assignees of Low, 
Taylor and Co. was postponed till Friday next. 

The following bills from the Senate having been 


{| engrossed, were read the third time and passed: 


would ask leave to offer the following resoiution, | 


which was read for information, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of tht Navy be re- 
quested to furnish a statement of the cest or build- 
ing, ¢qu'pring, and repairing, the public vessels of 
the United States, from the first day of January, 
1830, to the present time, the cost of each vessel 
ander the above mentioned several heads to be dis- 
tinctly and separately set forth, and the time de- 
signated when the same was built, equipped, or re- 
paired. 

Onjection being made, 

Mr. JOHNSON moved a suspension of the 
rules, which motion was rejected. So the resolu- 
tion was not received. 

Mr. REED, on leave, presented sundry memo- 


rials, which were referred to the Committee on | 


Naval Affairs, l 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the House pro- 
ceeded to the orders of the day, and resolved itself 
into a Committee cf the Whole, Mr. Brisas ia the 
chair, on the private bills on the calendar. 

The bill under consideration, when the commit- 
tee last rose, was a bill for the relief of Benjamin 
Adams and others. ; 

Mr. Peraixin had moved to strike out the 
enacting c'ause. In supporting that motion he 
used the following language, for which was de- 
cided out of order by the Cuar as irrelavant, viz: 

“ Mr. PETRIKIN was proceeding to quote ina 
general way what had formerly been said on the 
floor of the House, relative to the waste and ex- 
travagance of the Democratic party, and the pre- 
Sent Administration, and that when the Whies 
were told they had voted for the bills granting the 
sums complained of as extravagant, they replied 
that the Democrats bad the majority, and ought 
to have prevented the passage of all improper laws. 
‘Pass the:e bi'ls,’ said he, ‘voting away millions of 
money, and we will be again told the Democracy 
had the majority in the House of Representatives, 
why did they pass such bills?” ’ 

“Mr. Peran appealed from the decision of 


the Crain, and on a division by tellers on sustain- | 


ing the decision, it was discovered there was no 
quorum. Whereupon the committe rose, and the 
House adjourned.” 

The question now pending being on the appeal, 

The CHAIR restated in subsiance the reasons 
for which he had called the gent!eman from Penn- 
sylvania to order. He did not consider the re- 
marks of the gentleman in relation to charges of 
extravagance, etc. as at all pertinent to the subject 
then betore the committee, which was a private 
bill. If the gentleman had been suffered to go on, 


An act for the relief of John H. Sheppard, admi- 
nistrator of Abiel Wood; 

‘An act for the relief of A. G. S. Wright; 

An act to confirm the title to a certain tract of 
land in the county of Mobile, in Alabama; and 

An act for the relief of Joseph Cochran. 


: been engrossed according to order, were respec- 


:! tively read the third time and passed, viz: 


1 


i 


| 


then those who might consider themselves implica- | 


“ted by the charges, would claim a right to reply; 
and thusa debate would arise on a subject diffe- 
rent to that before them, and the discussion would 
be on the-prodigality of the Administration, instead 
of the present bill. 5 


_ Some conversation cf a desultory character en- 
sued, ia wbich Mr. PETRIKIN, in answer toa 
question, said he had meniioned no gent'eman’s 
name in bis remarks, but had merely referred, in 
a general way, to what had been said, ete. 
. The question “Shall the decision of the CHa 
stand ?” was then taken by tellers, and resuited— 
_ ayes 34, nces 80-—no quorum voting. 
Some conversation ensuing, to the effect that 
there was evidently a qnorum in the hall, 
The CHAIR said he was willing to consider his 
decision az reversed. - 
So Mr. Pu tain wes ia order. 
The bill, by general coasent, was tzen laid aside 
for future aciiun, 
The comm ttee then acted on several other bills 
uniji the hous arrived {cr taking the usual recess. 


. A bill for the relief of the heirs and representa- 
; tives of Thomas Atkinson, deceased; 


it A bill for the relief of Saunders and Porter, 


| sureties of Estes; 
_ Abillto authorize the payment of the seven 
years’ half pay, dve on account of the death of 


entitled to the same; 

A bill to authorize the payment of seven years’ 
half pay of a lieutenant, due ‘on account of the 
death of Lieutenant Jonatian Die, who was killed 
in the battle of Brandy wine; 

A bill for the relief of Oliver Welsh; 

A bill confirming the claim of Augustin Lacoste 
to a certain tract of land therein named; 

A bill for the relief of Pierre Molaison, the wi- 
dow of Pierre Richoux, Alex. Comeau, Alice L. 

i Foley, widow of John Foley, and Francis Martin; 
f A bill for the relief of Chilton Allan; 
| 


lick reservation in the western district of Tennes- 
see; 

A bill for the relief of William Marbury, of Lou- 
isiana; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Perfect; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Stephen Jobn- 
son, deceased;_ 

A bill for the relief of General Duncan L. 
Clinch; ' 

A bill for the relief of the sureties of, and heirs 
and representatives of Melanctoà Bostwick, 
deceased; i 

A bill for the relief of John H. Genther; 

A bill for the relief of E izabeth Davidson; 

- A bill-for the relief of the representatives of 
William Lomax; 

A bilt for the relief of Jacob Bocker}; 

A bill for the relief of Jabez Collins; 

A bill for the relief of Phebe Deckman; 


A bill granting a pension to Catharine Allen; 

A bill for the relief of Jt hn England; 

A bill for the relief of James Deatley; 

A bill for the relief of Hugh Davis; 

A bill granting a pénsion to Chauncy Rice. 

House bill to refund a fine imposed on Matthew 
Lyon, under the sedition law, to his heirs and legal 
representatives, having been reported from the 
Committee of the Whole without amendment; 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL its further consi- 
deration was postnened till Friday next. 

Mr. REYNOLDS subsequently moved to recon- 
sider the vote on the postponement, and some dis- 
cussion arose on the motion: the further considera- 
tion of the subject lies over under the rule. 

_ The following bills were reported from the Com- 
Mitiee without amendment, and having been or- 
dered to be engrossed, were postponed for further 
consideration tll to-morrow, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Wallace and the 
heirs and representatives of Robert Leckie and Je- 
rem‘ah D. Hayden, deceased; a 

A bill for.the relief of Benjamin Fry; and 

A b:ll for the relief of Gen. Dan!. Parker, 

The bil for the relief of Alexander Everett, 
which was amended in Commitee of the Whole 
on the motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, was taken up 
in he House, and the said amendment having been 
concurred in, and the bill, according to order, hav- 
ing been engrossed, was read the third time, and 

assed. 

The bill for the relief of Hyacinth Lassell, 


1 A bill for the relief of James Phelps; 
| 


Bills of the House of the following titles having ; 


Captain William Gregory, to the person or persons | 


| 


A bill for the relief of certain settlers on the salt- | 


j 
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which was amended in the Committee of the 
Whole on the motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, so as 
to restrict the grant of land to such as was subject 
to private entry, was taken up in the House, the 
amendment was concurred in, and the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

Mr. CUSHING, who voted to concur in the 
; amendment of the committee, moved to reconsider 
that vote; which motion 

Mr. WICK was proceeding to support in some 
; remarks; consequently the bill, under the rule, was 


.; laid over for future consideration. 


On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, the House again 
went into Committee of the Whole (Mr. Briaas in 
the chair;) and the committee having considered 
many bills, and passed others, 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the committee 
rose and reported the following to thé House, with- 
out amendment: [For which see nextcolumn.] 

Mr. TURNEY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the House refused to second the call for the 
previous question on the pre-emption ‘bill during 
the morning session. 

The CHAIR suggested that such a motion would 
not be in order. 

Mr, CASEY argued that, before such a motion 

‘could possibly be in order; the House would first 
have to reconsider to vote subsequently taken re- 
fusing to commit the bill; and 

After a few. remarks by Messrs. R. GARLAND, 
TURNEY, CASEY, and BRIGGS, oe 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman cou'd ac- 
complish his motion, if it was his wish to take the 
bill out of its present position before the House, and 
tu delay action upon it, to move to reconsider the 
motion refusing to commit the bill, and then move 
to postpone the bill to some future time. 

Mr. TURNEY then made a motion to reconsider 
the vote refusing to commit the bill; which was en- 
tered. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

The House then adjourned. 


` HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Saturpay, May 23, 1840. 
. After the reading of the Journal, 

The SPEAKER suggested to the House the pro- 
priety of dispensing with the basiness of the morn- 
ing hour, for the purpose of disposing.of all the 
business on the SPEAKER'S table. It would prevent 
much inconvenience to the Speaker; to which sug- 
gestion the House assented. : 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the House to ex- 
cuse him from further service on the Committee 
of Privileges, growing out of the difficulty between 
Messrs. R. Gantanp and Bynum; which request 

|-the House, however, refused. 

Mr. LINCOLN, frem the Committee on Public 

| Buildings and Grounds, by general consent, teport- 

ed back to the House Sepate-bill in relation to the ` 
statue of Washington, by Greenough, with an 
amendment, substituting the words “Secretary of 
the Navy” for the words “.Committee on the 
Library;” which amendment was concurred in, aad 
the bill was read the third time and passed. 

~The SPEAKER announced that the next basi- 
ness in order was the motion of Mr. Cosmina to re- 
consider the vote on yesterday, by which the House 
concurred.in the amendment of. the Committee of 
the’ Whole, to the bill forthe relief of Hyacinth Las- 
sell, and subjecting the grant of land in said Dill to 
be located on such of the public land as was sub- 
ject to private entry. 

Mr. WICK went into a history of the claim, 
and advocated the moticn for reconsideration. 

Mr. PETRIKIN was opposed to the motion to 
reconsider, and spoke in support of his amend- 
ment, which was adopted by the Committee of the 
Whole. He doubted whether the claimant should 
have any land at all, instead of granting him a 
float to locate the best lands in small parcels at 
different points. : 

Mr. WICK had no objection to confine the float 


|) SO as to have a!l the land located in one: body. 


The question was then taken on the motion to 
reconsider, and disagreed to. j 

The bill now stands on itserigrossment. 

The next before the House was the motion to 
reconsider the vote postponing tll Friday next the 
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bill to refund a fine imposed on the late Matthew 
Lyon, under the sedition law, to his heirs and legal 
representatives. — 

Messrs. RUSSELL and L. WILLIAMS hoped 
the motion to reconsider would not prevail. 

Mr. TURNEY advocated the reconsiceration, 
and moved the previous question, which was se- 
conded; and the main question having been order- 
ed, was taken, and resulted—ayes 79, noes 46. 

The vote having been reconsidered, the question 
again recurred on the motion to postpone the bill to 
Friday next, which was disagreed to; and the bill 
now stands on the calendar on its engrossment. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky moved to suspend the 
rules, to enable him to offer a resolution in relation 
to gag bills, and in relation to Executive patronage 
and Federal officers, and on that motion demanded 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. R. GARLAND hoped he would not press 
such a resolution at that time, inasmuch as it 
would excite discussion, and embarrass the action 
on the private bills. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky persisted in his me- 
tion. 

Mi. RAMSEY moved to lay the motion to sus- 
pend the rules on the table. : 

Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay on the table, ənd agreed to. 

PRE-EMPTION BILL. 

The question next in order was the motion of 
Mr. Turney to reconsider the vote by which the 
House refused to commit the bill to the Committee 
of the Whole, granting pre-emption rights to set- 
tler on the public lands. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to postpone the considera- 
tion of the above motion to reconsider until after 
the Sub-Treasury bill was disposed of. 

Mr. CASEY said the object of the motion thus 
to postpone must be to defeat the bill. He wanted 
to know who were thus indirectly in favor of de- 
stroying the bill, and therefore called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 17, 
nays 140. 

YEAS—Mesers. Banks, Beirne, Bynum, Connor, Dawson, 
Dennis, James Garland, Goggin, Hall, Hawkins, Hill of Vir- 


ginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hunt, McKay, Mason, Mont- 
gomery, Nisbet, Ramsey, Russell, Samuels, Steenrod, Turney, 
and Wise—17. . 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Barnard, Beatty, Bell, Black, Bond, Boyd, Briggs, Brockway, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, 8. H. Butler, W. O. Butler, Calhoun, 
Wm. B. Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, 
Clark, Clifford, James Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, 
Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Curtia, Cushing, Dana, 
Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, Garret Davis, Deberry, 
‘Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Edwards, Ely, 
Everett, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Rice Garland, Gerry, Goode, 
Graham, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hammond, Hand W. 
8. Hastings, John Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hillen, Hoffman, 
Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, James, Jenifer, Charles 
Johaston, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kempshall, Kille, 
Leadbetter, Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, 
McClellan, McCulloh, Mallory, Marchand, Mervin, Miller, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Ogle, Osborne, Parrish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petri- 
kin, Pope, Prentiss, Profit, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Ryall, Shaw, Simonton, Slade, 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, Storrs, 
Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Vroom, D. D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller, Edward D. White, John White, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, and Joseph L. Williams—140. 

So the House refused to posipone. 

Mr. CHAPMAN demanded the previous ques- 
tion on the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the House refused to commit; which was seconded, 
and the main question having been ordered; which 
main question was, “Shall the vote be reconsi- 
dered?” ; 

Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered, were—yeas 59, nays 97. 

YEAS--Mesars. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Atherton, Banks, Baker, Barnard, Beirne, Bell, Bond, Botts, 
Briggs, Calhoun, Coles, Connor, James Cooper, Cranston, 
Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dromgoele, Evans, 
Everett, James Garland, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, 
Grinnell, Hall, William S. Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill 

of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, James, Charles John- 
ston, Kemshall, Lincoln, McCarty, McKay, Mitchell, Monroe, 
Montgomery, Morgan, Ogle, Peck, Ramsey, Randolph, Reed, 
Russell, Samuels, Simonton, Slade, Stanly, Storrs, ‘Valiaferro, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, 
Warren, John White, Lewis Williams and Wise--59. 
NAYS—Messrs. H. J. Anderson, Beatty, Boyd, A.V. Brown, 
Burke, 8. son H. Butler, William O. Butler, William B. 
Campbell, (Oarr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, 
Clark,:Clifford, W. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, 
Crom,Cushing, Dana, Davee, Davies, John Davis, Dic 


kereon, 
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Dellet, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, Ely, 
Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Rice Garland, Gerry, Giddings, Green, 
Hand, J. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Na: 
thaniel Jones, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, 
Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, Mallory, Marchand. Miller, 
Montanya, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Newhard, Par- 
rish, Paynter, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Proffit, Rariden, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, E. Ragers, Ryall, Shaw, A. Smith, 
Jonn Smith, Thomas Smith, Starweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, 
Vroom, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Ed. D. White, 
Wick, Jared W. Williams, and Henry Williams—97. 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote; and 
the bill accordingly stands the first business in 
order on the Speaker’s table, on its engrossment. 

The following engrossed bills were then read the 
third time and passed, viz: 

A bill for the-relief of Thomas Atkinson; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Wallace, and 
the heirs and representatives of Robert Leckie and 
Jeremiah D. Hayden. deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Hyacinth Lassel; 

A bill for the relief of Alexander Everett; 

A bill for the relief of John H. Genthér; 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Davidson; and 

A bill amendatory of the act for the relief of 
Gen. Dencan L. Clinch. 


The following bills having been amended in the | 


Committee of the Whole, the amendments were 


concurred in by the House, and the bills having | 
been engrossed for a third reading, were read the | 


third time, and passed, viz: 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Michael Seit- | 
| singer; and 


A bill granting a pension to Leonard Smith. 

The bills reported from the Committee of the 
Whole, on yesterday afternoon session, and which 
were not passed at that time, having been en- 
grossed, were severally read the third time, and 
passed, as follows: 

A bill for the relief of William Cuddeback; 

A bill granting a pension to Elijah Foochee; 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth French; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bailey; 

A bill for the relief of Gorge Mortis; 

A bill adding the name of John Lathram to the 
pension roll; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Mitchel]; 

A bill granting a pension to Reuben Murray; 

A bill for the relief of Wealthy Baker; 

A bill granting a pension to James Boylan; 

A bill granting a pension to Leonard Smith; 

A bill for the relief of Nathan Baldwin; 

A bili for the relief of Sarah Oakley; 

A bill for the relief of Ichabod Beardsley; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Adams; 

A bill granting a pension to Elizabeth Case; 

A bill for the relief of the administrator and heirs 
of John Lindsey; 

A bill for the relief cf Thurston Cornell; 

A bill granting a pension to Martha Strong; 

A bil! granting a pension to Benjamin Price; 

A bill granting a pension to James J. Coffin; 

A bill for the relief of Conrad Widrig; 

A bill restoring the name cf John Davis to the 
pension roll; 

A bill for the relief of James Francher of Ten- 
nessee; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Bennett; 

A bill for the relief of John Lybrook; 

A bill for the relief of David Mellen; 

A bill for the relief of Ann Bloomfield; 

A bill for the reliefof Henry Bush; 

A bill granting a pension to Israel Parsons; 

A bill granting a pension to Philip Hartman; 

A bill for the relief of Matthew Wiley; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. York; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Austin; 

A bill granting a pension to John Black; 

A bill granting a pension to Helen Miller; 

A bill granting a pension to Stephen Olney; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Andrews; 

A bill granting a pension to Coristian Brougher; 

A bill for the relief of Peter Hedrick; 

A bill for the relief of Erastus Pierson. 

A bill for the relief of William Nee); 

A bill for the relief of Asenath Campbell; 

A bill for the relief of Peter A. Myers; 

A bill for the relief of John Piper; 

A bill for the relief of Job Wood; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Hunter; 

A bill for the relief of John Keeler; 


A bill for the relief of Fielding Pratt; 

A bill for the relief of James Fleming; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel M. Asbury; 

A bill granting a pension to Neil Shannon; 

A bill for the relief of Elijah Blodget; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Collins; 

A bill to restore to certain invalid and other pen- 
sioners, the amount of pensions by them relin. 
quished. 

A bill for the relief of James Bailey; 

A bill for the relief of Stephen Appleby; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel W. Goings; 

A bill for the relief of Hiram Saul; 

A bill granting a pension to John H. Lincoln; 

A bill for the relief of Jared Winslow; 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Davis; 

A bill fer the relief of Wm. Hughes; 

A bill for the relief of James Cummings; 

A bill for the relief of John E. Wright; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Wilson; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel B. Hugo; 

A bill for the relief of Levi Johnston; 

A bull for the relief of Barton Hooper; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Justice; 

A bill for the relief of Gideon Sheldon; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Frazier; 

A bill for the relief of Myron Chapin; 

A bill for the relief of Medod Cook; 

A bill for the relief of Lyman Bristol; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Risley; 

A bill for the relief of Pamela Brown; 

A bill for the selief of Sylvester Tiffany; 

A bill for the relief of James Smith; 

A bill for the relief of William Sloan; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Whittle; 

A bill tor the relief of Joseph W. Knipe; 

A bill for the relief of Levi M. Roberts; 

A bill for the relief of Lyman N. Cook; 

A bill granting a pension to Wm. Butterfield; 

A bill for the relief of George Hommill; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Euler; 

A bill for the relief of David Wilson; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Emanuel Srofe; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Boyd; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Bowman; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin McCulloch; 

A bill for the relief of David A. Baldwin; 

A bill for the relief of Lt. John Allison; 

A bill for the relief of Levi Colmus; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Poole; 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Strong; 

A bill for the relief of Seneca Rider; 

A bill for the relief of Peter W. Short; 

A bill for the relief of Simeon Knight; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Lucas; 

A bill granting a pension to John Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Wilfred Knott; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Glover; and 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Latham. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Tucker came op 
in its order, and, ; 

On motion of Mr. R. GARLAND, its further 
cons'deration was postponed till Friday next. . 

The bill to refund a fine imposed on the late 
Matthew Lyon, under the sedition law, to his heirs 
and legal representatives, came up on ils engross- 
ment; when 

Mr. RUSSELL moved to amend the bill by 


i| striking out the words “legal heirs,” and inserting 


‘*nersonal representatives.” 

Mr. TILLINGHAST asked if this was not a 
bill to refund a fine paid in 1799, and if the peti- 
tion of the person who paid it had not, in his life- 
time, been repeatedly before Congress, and re- 
jected; if it had not, in the course of forty years, 
undergone repeated discussions in both Houses 
without success? If so, he would move to lay the 
subject on the table. 

Mr. TURNEY asked Mr. T. to withdraw his 


j| motion, and before he sat down, he would move 


the previous question. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said, if any explanation 
was desired, he would withdraw the motion to lay 
on the table. 

Mr. TURNEY then asked for the reading of the 
report, which was read; after which, he moved the 
previous question. 

The following report was made on the subject of 
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the claim by Mr. Turxsy, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary. The committee adopted the report 
made by the same committee in 1832; which was 
read to the House, as will be found below. [That 
the country may unders'and the merits of the case, 
and may trace a history of the circumstances un- 
der which the fine was imposed upon Matthew 
Lyon; and that the history of those times, and the 
parties of those days may not be forgotten, the Re- 
porter inserts the report at large. ] 


The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred the 
petition of Chittenden Lyon and Matthew Lyon, heirs 
and representatives of the late Matthew Lyon, deceased, 


reporis 

That in the month of October, 1793, the late Matthew Lyon, 
the ‘ather of the petitioners, at the circuit court held at Rutland, 
inthe State of Vermont, was indicted and found guilty of hav- 
ing printed and published what was alleged to be a libel against 
Mr. John Adams, the then President of the United States. The 
alleged libel was inthe following words, to wit: “As to the Ex- 
ecutive, when I shall see the effects of that power bent on the 
promouon of the comfort, the happiness, and accommodation 
of the people, that Executive shall have my zealous and uni- 
form sapport. But whenever I shall, onthe part of our Exe- 
cuve, see every consideration of public welfare swallowed up 
io a continual grasp for wer, in an unbounded thirat 
for ridiculous pomp, foolish adulation, and selfish ava- 
rice----when I shall behold men of real merit daily 
tumed out office for no other cause than indepen- 
dency of sentiment—when I shall see men of firmness, 
meri, yeara, abilities, and experience, discarded in their appli- 
cations fer office, for fear they possess that independence, and 
men of meanness preferred for the eave with which they can 
take up and advocate opinioug, the consequence of which they 
know but little of—when I shall cee the sacred name of religion 
employed as a State engine to make mankind hate and perse- 
cate each other, I shall not be their humble advocate!” The 
second count in the indictment, on which the said Matthew Ly- 
onwas convicted, charged him with printing and publishing a 
seditious writing or libel, entitled “Copy of a letter from an 
Awerican diplomatic character in France (Mr. Joel Barlow) to 
amember of Congress in Philadelphia,” which was in the fol- 
lowing worda, to wit: "The misunderstanding between the two 
Governments has become extremely alarming; confidence is 


toa wrong attribution of motives, are soapparent as to require 
the utmost caution m every word and action that are to come 


was first presented. A whole gen@ation had 
passed away since the claim was alleged to have 
originated, and it was now impossible to ascertain 
the true state of the facts, with any thing like satis- 
faction. He therefore insisted on his motion to lay 


: on the table. 


from your Executive—I mean if your object is to avoid hostili- 


tie. Had this truth been understood with you before the re- 
call of Monroe—before the coming and second coming of 
Piockney; had it guided the pens that wrote the bullying speech 
of your President, and stupid answer of your Senate, at 
the opening cf Congress in November “last, I should 
probably have had no occasion to address you this 
lew. But whea we found him borrowing the lan- 
uage of Edmund Burke, and telling the world that, al- 

ugh he should succeed in treating with the French, there 
was no dependence to be placed in any of their engagements; 
thet their religion and morality were at an end, and they had 
tamed pirates and plunderers, and that it would be necessary 
to be perpetually armed against them, though you are at 
peace; we wondered that the answer of both Houses had not 
bees an order to send him to the mad-house. Instead of this, 
the Senate have echoed the speech with more servility than 
ever George the Third experienced from either House of Par- 
liament.” 

The court deémed both the publications above recited libel- 
fous, under the second section uf the act commonly called the 
edition Jaw, passed the 4th July, 1798; which section is as fol- 
lows, viz: “And be it further enacted, That if any person 
hail write, print, utter, or publish, or shall cause or procure to 
be written, printed, uttered, or published, or shall knowingly 
and wilfully assist er aidin writing, printing, uttering, or pub- 
ishing, any false, lous, and malicious writing or 
writiuge against the Government of the United States, or either 
House of the Congrees of the United States, or of the President 


of the United States, with an intent to defame thesaid Govern- | 


ment, or either House of the said Congress, or the President, or 
to bring them, or either of them, into contempt or disrespect, or 


to excite against them, or either or any of them, the hatred of | 


the good people of the United States, &c. then such person, be- 
ing thereof convicted before any cuurt of the United States kav- 
ing jurisdiction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not exceed- 
ing two thousand dollars, and by imprisonment not exceeding 
two ad 

Upon this indictment Matthew Lyon was convicted, and sen- 
tenced by the court to be imprisoned for four months;to pay a fine 
of one thousand dollars, and the costs of the prosecation, taxed 
at sixty dollars and minety-six cents; and to stand committed un- 
ül the fine and costs were paid: which were paid, as appears 
by the exemplification of the record of the said trialand pro- 

ings, now in the archives of this House. 

The committee are of opinion that the law above recited wag 
unconstitutional), null, and void, passed under a mistaken exer- 
cise of undelegated power, and that the mistake ought to be 
Cerretted by returning the fine so obtained. with interest there- 
(B, to the legal representatives of Matthew Lyon. 

The commit'ee dv not deem it necessary to discuss at length 
the character of that law, or to assign all the reasons, however 
demonstrative, that have induced the conviction of ite uncon- 
aitutionality. No question connected with the liberty of the 
pes ever excited amore universal and intense interest—-ever 
received so acute, able, long-eontinued, and elaborate investi- 


on—Was ever more generally understood, or so conclusive- | 


ly settled by the concurring opinions of all parties, after the 
he ited political contests of the day had passed away. All that 
now remains to be done by the Representatives of the people 
who condemned this act of their agents as unauthorized, and 


transcending their grant of power, to place beyond question, 


| 


doubt, o cavil, that mandate of the Conatitutien prohibiting 
Congress from abridging the liberty ofthe press, and to dis- 
charge an honest, jt, moral, and honorable obfjgation, is tu 
refund from the Tieasnry the fine thus illegally and wrongfully 
obtained from one oftheir citizens: for which purpose the com- 
mittee here With report a bill. pe 

Mr. TILLINGHAST again adverted::to.. the 


length of ume which had elapsed since the claim 


: Karl, 


On this motion, Mr. HAND demanded the yeas 
and nays. : : , 

Mr. TILLINGHAST withdrew his motion to 
lay on the table. , , 

Mr. TURNEY moved the previous question on 
the bill, which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion ordered to be pnt, on which Mr. T. demanded 
the yeas and nays. 

And the question being firstcn the amendment, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST renewed his motion to 
lay on the table. ; 

On this motion, Mr. TURNEY demanded the 
yeas and nays; which, being ordered, resulted as 
follows: , oh, 

YEAS—Messrs. Briggs, Cranston, Davies, Evans, Giddings, 
Grinnell, Hall, Hawes, Hunt, Lincoln, Russell, Storrs, Tilling- 
hast, Trumbull, and Lewis Williams—17. 

NaYS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, An- 
drews, Banks, Beatty, Bell, Bond, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, William Ọ. Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clark, Clifford, 
Coles, Connor, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, 
Crockett, Cross, Curtis, Dana, John Davis, Garret Davis, 


Dawson, Deberry, Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Duncan, 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, James 


| Garland, Rice Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, Griffin, 
' Hammond, Hand, Hawkins, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hill of 


: Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kempshall. 
' Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, McClellan, McKay, 
| chand, Mason, Miller, Monroe, Montanya, Morgan, 


North Carolina, Holleman, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, 
Jackson, James, Jameson, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Cave 
Kille, Leadbetter, 
Maliorg, Mar- 

alvary 
Morris, Newhar@, Ogle, Osborne, Parrish, Parmenter, Payn- 
ter, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rariden, Reynolds, 


A H © Rhett, Rid Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Simon- 
completely destroyed; mistrusts, jealousies, and a disposition | | ar Sway Og ers, } ’ 


ton, Albert Smith, John Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, Steen- 
rod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Toland, Triplett, 'Tur- 
ney, Underwood, David D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, 
Weller, Edward D. White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, and 
Henry Williams—129. 

So the House refused to lay on the table., 

And the question then recurred on the first part 
of the main questiun—being on the amendment to 
strike out the words ‘legal heirs,” and insert the 
words “personal representatives.” 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the ysas and nays; 


: which having been ordered, were—yeas 44, nays 
i! 94, as follows: 


YEAS—Meessrs. John W. Allen, Bell, Boud, Brockway, S. 
H. Butler, Calhoun, Wm. B. Campbell, Carter, Clark, Crabb, 
Cranston, Curtis, Edward Davies, Evans, James Garland, Rice 
Garland,Giddings, Goggin, Green, Hall, John Hill of Virginia, 
Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, McKay, Mason, 
Ogle, Osborne, Randolph, Ridgway, Russell, Samuels, Bimon- 
ton, Slade, Storrs, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Toland, Trip- 
let, Underwood, , Warren, Edward D. White, and Lewis Wil- 
liams—44. 

NAYsS—Meesrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Banks, Beatty, Boyd, 


Brewster, Burke, Wm. O. Butler, Bynum. Carr, Casey, Chap. © 


man, Chinn, Clifford, Cules, Connor, Wm. R. Cooper, Crary, 
Crockett, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Dawson. Deberry, Doan, 
Doig, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Fornance, 
Gerry, Goode, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Hawkins, Henry, John 
Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Heffman, Holleman, Hopkin 

Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Nathanie! 
Jones, Kille, Leadbe:ter, Leonard, Lewis, McClellan, McCul- 
loch, Mallory, Merchand, Miller, Montanya, Morgan, Calvary 


! Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Pa menter, Paynter, Petrikin, Pren- 


tiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Edward Rogers, Shaw, Shepard, 
Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas smith, Stanly, Starkweather, 
Steeurod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Fran- 
cis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, David D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller, Wisk, Jared W. Williame, and Henry 
Williams—M. ; 

. The question then being on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for. its third reading, it was taken by 
yeas and nays, - as follows: 


YVEAS—Messrs. J. W. Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Beil, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 
Samoson H. Butler, William O. Builer, Bynum, Calhoun, 
W. B. Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey,Chapman, Chinn, Clark, 
Chfford, Coles, Connor, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Crary, 
Crockett, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Dickerson, Dellett, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, 
Floyd, Fornance, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gerry, Gog- 
gin, Goode. Green, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Hawkins, Henry, 
Hill of Virgini Hill of Nowuh Carolina, Holeman, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, James, Jameson, 
Charles Johnston, Nathaniel Jones, Kemble, Kempshall, Kille, 
Leadbetter, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, McCiellan, McCulloch, 
Mallory, Marchand, Mason, Miller, Montanya, 8. W. Morris, 
Newhard, Ogle, Osborne, Parish, Parmenter, Petrikin, Pope, 
Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Albert-Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Stark weather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, 
Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson. Triplett, Turney, Underw¥od, David D. Wagener, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, John White, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams,and Henry Williams—120. i i 

NAY8S—Messrs. Bond, Briggs, Cranston, Curtis, Davies, De- 
berry, Evanė, Grinnell, Mabersham, Hawes ‘Ogden Hoffman, 
Jenifer; Lincoln, McKay, Morgan, Rayner, Rowell, Bisnis, 


-å 


Storrs, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Trumbull, and Joseph L. Wil- 
liams-~20. 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third: 
reading. ab 

Mr. RUSSELL then moved to postpone the. 
further consideration of the bill until Friday next. 
He alluded to the great length of time which had 
elapsed since the date of the claim, say 1798; and 
considering that, asked what gentleman there was 
who would undertake to say that we could have 
any thing like a correct knowledge of the occur- 
rences of that time. Generations had passed away, 
and now, when after the lapse of so many years, 
we were called upon to act upon the claim, was it 
nol proper that we should obtain as correct informe- 
tion as possible? What was the information which: 
the House had before it, and on which it was asked. 
to grant this claim? Why, we were obliged to rely. 
on the frail memory of man for the evidence in re- 
lation to it. But were there no other sources from 
which better information could be. obtained? Cer- 
tainly there was. By a reference to the papers at 
the Treasury Depariment, it could be ascertained 
whether Government ever received this money or 
not. He wished to cast, no ia.putation on the.gen- 
tlemen who supported the bill; but if it should, upon. 
investigation, turn out that this money had never 
been realized by Government, who was there, he 
would ‘ask, who wouid vote for such a claim? 
What gentleman would, under such circumstances, 
vote for the passage of the bill? He was sure these 
vote, was nota single man who would give-hig 
if it could be shown that the money had never been 
received by the Government. Now his informa- 
tioa was, and he believed it to be correct, that the 
money never had been paid inte the Treasury, and 
that not a single dollor had eyer been received by 
Government. He believed the facts in the report, 
in relation to.the conviction and imprisonment. of 
Matthew Lyon, were. true; and, also, that the 
amount of the fine was raised by. his political 
friends, and the money was deposited with the 
marshal, in whose custody he was. But, on Mr. 
Jefferson’s coming into power, and before the mo- 
ney was paid into the Treasury, he believed the 
fine was remitted, and returned to the source . from 
whence it came. New ‘what he wanted was, proper 
time to examine ‘into the real state of the facts, 
and it was for this reason he wished the farther 
consideration of the bill postponed until Friday. 
next, 

Mr. BUTLER. of Kentucky wished to make a 
few brief remarks in relation to the. merits of: thig 
bill. It had been said that, in all probability, the 
money had never bren received by the Govern. 
ment, and that it had been returned. That, he 
believed, was not the state of the case. It was not 
true that the bill hadever been rejected. On the 
contrary, it had been reported by committees from 
year to year, all of which reports were in favor. of 
the claim. 

But there was one fact which would serve to 
show on what erroneous grounds gentlemen would 
sometimes base thei: arguments against bills of this 
character. The gentleman had said that the fine 
was remitted when Mr. Jefferson came into power, 
whereas the money was paid when Lyon wes in 
jail, in 1799, nearly three years before; and conld 
it be presumed that the marshal kept the money in 
his hands all that time? If the gentleman had been 
so informed, he was very much mistaken... He 
was sure that no evidence could be brought to show 
that the fine had been remitted; and on the other 
side, there was abundant testimony to show that it 
had been paid, no matter.whether by Lyon himself 
or by his friends. He appealed to the. House 
whether it was not a disgrace to the country that a 
claim of this character had remained unpaid fer 
the lapse of so many. years. Bui he saw the objegt 
of the gentleman in wishing to postpone it. His 
object was to kill it by time, in which way it had 
been the practice to kill other bills, when no good 
reason could be assigned against their passage 
He repeated, that there was abundant testimony to 
show that the fine had been paid, but:there was no 
evidence to show that it had been returned. 

But the gentleman had said a great deal about 
the money having been paid. by the friends of Mr. 

= ence was that? -What 
Lyon. Now of what sonsequ the 
did i,matter, and hay cou dit affect thi care, whee 


412 . 


ther the money had been paid by Lyon himself or 
his friends? 

Mr. TURNEY, after alluding to the great num- 
ber of years which this claim had been suffered to 
remain unacted upon, asked whether, daring the 
lapse of all that time, such a ground of opposition 
had been taken before? Of all the reports which 
had been made on the subject, none ever attempted 
to deny that the money had been received by Go- 
vernment. The only ground of opposition had 
been that the money was raised by the friends of 
Matthew Lyon instead of himself, and that if it 
were repaid, it would go into the hands of these 
who had paid nothing. Now the question was not 
whether the money had been raised by Lyon or his 
friends; the question was whether Government 
could conscientiously retain money in the Treasury 
paid under such circumstances. As was stated by 
his friend from Kentucky, it was not likely that a 
fine paid in 1798 would be remitted by Jefferson 
three years afterwards, in 1801. It was not likely 
that the officer would have kept the money in his 
hands all the time, without paying it into the 
Treasury. If the fine had ever been remitted, the 
fact would be shown in some way or other. For 
his part he had not the least idea bat that the money 
was paid into the Treasury, and has been used by 
Goverament from that day to this. But if, after 
this bill should pass, it should be made to appear 
that Mr. Lyon did receive back the money, then 
if no gentleman would move a reconsideration, he 
would certainly do it himself, in order to retain the 
bill in the House. Of that, however, he had no 
idea. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND, after some preliminary 
remarks, said that when this bill had beea under 
consideration in 1832, the committee applied to the 
Treasary Department to ascertain whether or not 
the money had ever been paid into the Treasurv, 
and a letter in reply, directed to the Hen. W. R. 
Davis, stated that the books of the Treasury De- 

artment offered no such evidence that the money 
had ever been received. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine was surprised to hear 
gentlemen say that they would not vate for this bill, 
unless there was evidence to show that the money 
had been paid into the Treasury. Now that fact 
did not operate with bim a single straw. Could 
gentlemen believe that a man who had been con- 
victed under that law, and sentenced under that 
law, had not paid the penalty, whether it went into 
the Treasury or no:? Bat the gentlemen who op- 
posed this bill, talked about “living witnesses,” and 
our having to depend on the “frail memory of 
man.” Now, in our legislative transactions, almost 
every day, did we not act upon, and place implicit 
reliance on the same kind of evidence? There 
were a great many facts on which the gentleman 
himself was fully satisfied supporied by the same 
kind of evidence. But the gentleman complained 
that there was no evidence in the Treasury De- 
pariment that the money had ever been paid. 
‘What, he would ask, was the absence of such tes- 
timony to outweigh the evidence of twenty wilnesses 
that the money had been paid, no matter whether 
it ever reached the Treasury or not? Š 

But the gentleman had said that he had evidence, 
satisfactory to his own mind, that the fine had been 
remitted. Now, on what kind of evidence had he 
relied, to support his opinion that the fine had been 
remitted? Was it not derived from “living wit- 
nesses,” if at all? for there was no record in the 
Treasury Department to show that the money had 
ever been repaid; so that the gentleman who re- 
fased to act upon evidence derived from the “frail 
memory of man,” in favor of the bill, would, it 
seemed, take that same kind of evidence against it. 
Another objection was that the money had been 
paid by the friendsof Matthew Lyon. Now what 
did that amount to? How could it affect the caie, 
so far as we were concerned, whether the money 
was raised by Lyon himself, or his friends? If, how- 

ever, it had been raised by his friends, that ‘fact 
told a great deal in his favor, as the fact of hishav- 
ing such friends, who expended their own money 
for his release, was strong evidence of the injustice 
of the sentence, and of the character of Lyon him- 
self, which could thus induce them to act so 
promptly in his favor. For his own part, he did 
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not believe there had ever been a claim before the 
House which was supported by more satisfactory 
evidence. Here this claim had been before Con- 
gress a long series of years, and had been reported 
numbers of times, after undergoing the most rigid 
scrotiny; and was that fact to have no weight? 
Why, the very fact of the bill having passed 
through the strict scrutiny of the Commitee of 
Claims, was of itself almost conclusive evi- 
dence that it ought to pass. 

But the House had not only been told so once, 
but they had been thus assured twenty times, that 
this was a just claim. Now how did the gentle- 
man propose to acı? Why, in the face of all this 
evidence, his cry was, that we had not sufficient 
time, and that the bill must be postponed until Fri- 
day next. This was probably the same cry at the 
last session, and at a'l previous sessions, when it 
was found that nothing else could be said agaiast it. 
If this bill should be deferred until Friday, the pro- 
bability was that it wouid not come up again dur- 
ing the session, and then, at the next sessicn, it 
would come again in the jam of a mass of other 
bills, and very likely would not be reached until the 
end of the session; and thus it would, as had been 
well observed, be kiled by time, and nothing else. 
And thus it was that gentlemen proposed to deal 
with righteous and just claims. He hoped. how- 
ever, that justice weuld prevail, and that the bill, 
which had been delayed so many years, would pass 
now. . There was abundant evidence to show that 
the money had been paid, but there was none to 
show that it had been repaid. re 

Mr. BRIGGS said he should vote for the post- 
ponement. The letter just read by the gentleman 
from Louisiana showed that the money had not 
gone intu the Treasury. If so, that was sufficient 
reason for taking time to examine how the case 
stood. There was at least presumptive evi- 
dence that the money had been repaid, if it 
had ever been paid at all. He would re- 
mind gentlemen that this transaction took place 
at the close of the Administration of the elder 
Adams, who was succeeded by Jefferson, and, with 
him, a revolution in public opinion. It was well 
known ‘hat Jefferson remitted all unexecuted 
judgments founded upon the sedition law. But 
what answer could gentlemen make to this? If 
Matthew Lyon paid the money, why did he not 
come before the Congress that succeeded? Why 
had a period of twenty-five years been suffered to 
elapse before the claim was presented? 1f Lyon 
had paid the money, was it not to be inferred that 
he would have come before the very next Con- 
gress and demanded restitution? and when a ma- 
jority in both Houses of his political friends would 
have been quick to restore the money. It might be 
said, however, that the party to which Lyon be- 
longed, had conscientious scruples on the subject. 
Bat a reference to the acts of Jefferson and the Con- 
gress at that time, showed that they had no such 
seruples. Mr. B. concluded by saying that the 
fact cf no claim being presented to that Con- 
gress, was presumptive evidence that there was no 
claim to make. He would therefore vote in favor 
of the pos'‘ponement, so that the true facts might be 
known. 

Mr. JAMESON said the only guestion was, 
whether the money had been paid. Of that, in his 
mind, therecould teno doubt. It was true, the 
claim had not been presented fer a number of 
years, but that was probably owing to the pride of 
Lyon, which kept him from applying sooner, and 
it was only when poverty compelled him, that he 


at last presented his claim He himself then peti- | 
tioned, and the facts are, that he paid the money. į 


Five or six committees have reported that the 
money haz never been repaid to him, and that was 
sufficieat. With these views, and believing that 
the bill ought to be passed at once, he moved the 
previons question; but subsequently withdrew it at 
the request of ; 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON, who wished to 
say a few words on the subject. It did seem to him 
that the House, in ejecting this bill on the suppo- 
sition that the money had not been paid, and that, 
too, in opposition to the reports of iis own com- 
mittees, would establish a precedent, which would 
be found to be extremely inconvenient. The great 


object in referring it to a committee had been to 
ascertain that fact, and after the report had been 
made, he for one would not undertake to question 
the repcrt, unless the evidence to the contra 

should be very s'rong indeed. How very strong 
was the evidence in favor of its claim. It had 
been the subject of numerous reports, only two of 
which were adverse to it; it had been before Con. 
gress for twenty years, and yet, after this lon 
period, for the first time, this new objection was 
started, “that the money had never been paid.» 
Out of all the reports, there had been but two ad. 


verse to it, and even in those not the slightest im. - 


putation was made, that the money had not been 
aid. 
j The hour having arrived, the House took its 
usual recess. 
EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess— 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON was about to re. 
sume his remarks, when he gave way to 

Mr. LINCOLN, who wished to say a few words 
in explanation of the vote he gave in the morning 
against the bill. 

After some remarks in relation to the Alien and 
Sedi ion laws, which were not heard by the Re. 
porter, Mr. L. proceeded to say, that among other 
things he desired to be understood by his constitu. 
ents was, that one motive for voting against the 
bill was induced by the constructive principle which 
will alone protect the Treasury and the country, 
and which would always induce him to vote 
against appropriations, unless the reasons were suf- 
ficiently strong to warrant him in supporting them. 

In what situation, said Mr. L. was I placed this 
morning, when I was called upon to vote on a 
question, which it appears has been argued hereto- 
fore in the councils of this nation, and on which a 
difference of opinion had existed among the men 
who had given direction to those councils? 

How stood the case? Why, the bill which had 
been committed to a Committee of the Whole for 
the express purpose of debate, had been reported 
from the committee without any opportunity for 
debate. 

Messrs. TURNEY and BRIGGS here made some 
explanation as to the reasons for reporting the 
bill. 

Mr. LINCOLN resumed. He said he did not 
mean to complain of the conduct of any gentleman, 
but his object in rising was simply to give the rea- 
sons why he could not vote for the bill; and the 
fact of its being reported from the Committee of 
the Whole, without opportunity for debate, was 
one of those reasons. He wished his reasons to be 
understood by his old Republican friends at home, 
that his objections were founded on strict Democra- 
tic principies. He would repeat, that one reason 
why he had voted against the bill was, that there 
was no opportunity for discussing and understand- 
ing the merits of a bill, which made a claim in re- 
lation to an event forty-two years ago, and which 
proposed to take thousands of dollars from the 
Treasury. The bill had been referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, for the purpose of having its 
merits discussed, and yet it had so happened, that 


it was taken out of committee, by misapprehension, | 


without any opportunity for getting the information 
that was sought. That was yesterday; and the 
first thing this morning the bill was presented for 
engrossment, and the previous question asked, and 
ordered. 

He appealed to gentlemen aad to the country 
whether it was right to call on him, a new mem- 
ber, to vote to take three or four thousand dollars 
from the public Treasury, when there bad not beer 
the slightest opportunity for discussing the merits 
of the claim. He was perfectly willing to go! 
the country on this question, and in the position 
he had taken. He a!so appealed to those gentle- 
men who had voted in favor of the bill, whether ! 
was their duty so to do, before they had fully ani 
faily discussed the matter, and satisfied them: 
selves that the claim was one of debt and of law. 
He wished to be understood as having no objectios 
to any just claim, and if, after it had been satisfac: 
torily shown that this Matthew Lyon, or his heirs, 
were fairly entitled to the money, he would be one 
of the first to grant it, 


| 
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This was the defence for the vote he had given. 
Bat he would not rest it there. He was one of 
those who would ever take the responsibility of a 
negative vote, whenever he could not, for want of 
sufficient and satisfactory knowledge, give an at- 
firmative one. But if this money had been paid 
by Lyon in 1798, was it not to be inferred that, 
when Jefferson came into power, it would have 
been restored? Then are we not bound to infer 
that full and prompt justice would have been done, 
and that the money which had been wrested frem 
the pockets of acitizen would be restored? Was 
it likely that the administration of Mr. Jefferson 
would have refused that justice, which we now, 
forty years afterwards, were called upon to render? 
Were we now more Democratic, or more jealous 
than they? 

In adverting to the alien and sedition laws, Mr. 
L. in the course of his remarks, was understood to 
say, that although he was not so old as those recol- 
lections would seem to imply, yet he had learned a 
great deal from the history of his country, and what 
had come down to him from his forefathers, who 
with himself had ranked among the true Demo- 
cracy of the country, until 1835, when he believed 
he ceased ta be endorsed by the gentleman from 
Maine as any longer a true Republican, but a de- 
generate branch from a true vine. Notwithstand- 
ing this, however, he believed he was still as true a 
Republican in integrity of heart as they were. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON of South Carolina here 
claimed the floor, as he thought the gentleman 
would, after the evidence he was about to give, be 
perfectly satisfied that the bill ought to pass. He 
claimed the floor for the object of saving his friend 
from exerting his acknowledged power against the 
bill. After he should have made his remarks, he 
would venture to say that there was not a single 


man upon that floor who would vote against the 


bill. He would pledge himself that after he had 
done, no one would be found who would question 
the fact that the money had been paid, and that it 
had not been refanded. . 

How stands this matter? Why,a man who 
ranked among the patriots of his country, who. was 
cast into prison under an odious law—one who de- 
served a monument, and had it in the heart of 
every true man, and who stood up, one in ten thou- 
sand, against power and corruption, yet this man 
was entitled to no thanks frem those who cdme 
after him. Here was a man, who, like the illus- 
tricas patriot of England, John Hampden, had 
stood up against power in high p'aces, for which 
he had suffered ignominy, and been thrust into the 
cell of a felon, and vet, in these times, objection 
was made to remunerating his heirs, because 
the man had been too poor to pay the fine 
himself. That country must be base, in- 
deed, which would sanction such a plea. That 
country no longer deserved to be free which 


‘would deny jastice to a soffering patriot on 


such grounds. In all the reports which had been 
made, ithad never been denied that the money 
was paid. Yet gentlemen, at this late period, 
thought proper to start that objection, and upon ra- 
mor, mere floating rumor, bad expressed their be- 
lief that it had never been paid. But the opposition 
of gentlemen was not consistent, for, first, it was 
contented that the money was not paid at all; and, 
seeond, that the money had been raised by Lyon’s 
friends, and that, on that ground, the bill ought 
not to pass. But were we to legislate in this kind 
of a way, where was the use of our referring sub- 
jects of this nature to committees, if we paid no 


_ regard to the reports ef those committees. Yet the 


reports of committees were disregarded, and reli- 
ance placed on mere rumor that the money had 
not been paid. Mr.T. here produced a copy of 
the sen‘ence of Matthew Lyon to four months’ im- 
prisonment and a thonsand dollars fine, with costs, 
and which required that he should stand committed 
until the sentence had been complied with. He 
also produced a copy of the order of the President 
of the United States to the marshal of Vermont, 
requiring him to keep Lyon in custedy until the 
fine and costs were paid. Yes (said Mr. 
T.) to keep him in jail until he rotted, unless 
the money should be paid. Mr. T. then produced 


a copy of the certificate from the marshal that the 


- not be dene to this patriot. 


terms of the sentence had been complied with, and 
that Matthew Lyen was consequently discharged. 
This was dated the 9th of February, 1799, four 
months after the sentence had been passed. Now. 
said Mr. T. will any one say that the marshal had 
a right to discharge Matthew Lyon before the terms 
of the sentence had been complied with? Will any 
one suppose for a moment that the officer dared to 
discharge him before the fine was paid? But gen- 
tlemen contended that this money never came into 
the Treasury. What had that to do with the ques- 


; tion? If the marshal had not done his duty by not 


forwarding the money to the Treasury, was that 
any reason why Matthew Lycn should not have 
justice? Would gentlemen contend, because Swart- 
wout had abscended with Government money, that 
the merchants of New York were bound to pay 
over again the duties on their goods? Certainly 
not. Then he was surprised to hear gentlemen 
argue that because it was doubtful whether this 
fine was ever paid into the Treasury, justice should 
As for the fine having 
been remitted, what evidence was there to lead to 
such a belief? He apprehended that Mr. Adams 
did not remit the fine; there could be no rea- 
son for supposing that; and as for its being re- 
mitted by Mr. Jefferson, was it likely that a fine 
paid in 1799, wguld be remitted three years after- 
wards, in 18017 Here were the terms ot the sen- 
tence, condemning Lyon to four months’ imprison- 
ment and a fine of $1,000, with costs; and here, 
too, was the certificate of the officer that the terms 
of the sentence had been complied with, and that 
the man was accordingly discharged. The date of 
the commitment was the 10th of October, 1798, 
and the date of the certificate February 9, 1799— 
just four months, the period of imprisonment dz- 
signated. Now what could gentlemen want more 
to satisfy them that the money had been paid?” But 
to show the great danger there was in taking only 
ex parte testimony in such cases, he would advert 
to the paper read by his friend from Louisiana, 
[Mr. R. Gartanp,! which stated that there was no 


record in the Treasury Department of the money | 
That paper was a letter | 


having been received. 
addressed to the Hon. Warren R. Davis, than 
whom a man with a purer heart and a better head 
never lived. Now what did Mr. Davis say in his 
report on the subject? Why, in speaking of the 
money, he said, “which was paid, as appears by 
the archives of the proceedings,” e'e. How dan- 
gerous was it, then, to take a single scrap 
of testimony, without. embracing the whole. 
The gentleman from Louisiana himself dis- 
covered his error, and with a prompti- 
tude which did him much credit, furnished 
to bim (Mr. T.) the certificates he had just read. 
He gave the gentleman from Louisiana great credit 
for his consiant vigilance in watching over the inte- 
rests of the country; but it was evident te all that 
there was great danger in relying upon ex parte testi- 
mony. Now, after what he had read, would any 
gentleman get up and defend the Government 
against this claim? Would any one say that this 
Lyon could be discharged without payment of his 
fine, any more than a defendant who had been 
committed for debt, without payment of that debt? 
Here was the testimony of Mr. Davis in his report, 
speaking of the money as having been paid, and 
also the certificate of the marshal to show that the 
fine had been exacted from this patriot, who dared 
to stand up for those great rights which Milton 


praised as above all others which man could enjoy, | 


viz: the right to speak, to write, or to publish. It 
was nothing to us how the money was raised to 
pay that fine—whether it was raised by a prize in 
the lottery, or by a subscription among his frients. 
The fact was, the money had been paid. But (said 
Mr. T.) if there was no other way of getting rid of 
the money, I would burn it, rather than it should re- 
main to pollute the Treasury any longer. The coun- 
try ought to be glad of any excase of getting rid of 
money wrung from the pockets of a patriot by such 
an odious law. If no other way could be found to 
dispose of it, it would be far better to burn it, ra- 
ther than it should remain to pollute the Treasury. 
And if I were at all inclined to be superstitious, I 
should believe that all the evils which have affect- 
ed the country since 1799, may be attributed to the 
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odious fine being deposited in the Treasury. Mr. 
T. concluded by hoping that no further opposition 
would be made to the bill, as there could be no one 
but who believed that the law under which the 
fine was imposed was a violation of the Constitu- 
tlon. 

Mr. WELLER believed with the gentleman 
from South Carolina, that the alien and sedition 
law was a violation of the Constitution, but at the 

- same time he believed there were those in the coun- 
try who believed it to have been in strict accord- 
ance with the Constitution. If he remembered 
correctly, he thought he had read a very long argu- 
ment, by a gentleman now a member of the House, 
in favor of that law. The gentleman from South 
Carolina had said enough to satisfy every one that 
the bill ought to pass, and the only question to be 
decided was, whether the monev had been paid. 
If the money had been paid by Matthew Lyon, it 
seemed to follow as a matter of course that it ought 


to be repaid. He believed with the gentleman, 
that the Treasury ought no longer to be contami- 
nated—no, not fora single day, by money drawn 
from the pockets of a patriot, and placed in tis 
vaults. 

It would not do for gentlemen to say that the 
money never reached the Treasury, and make 
that an excuse. If the money had been paid over 
to the officer, and that officer squandered it, was 
that any reason why Matthew Lyon should suffer? 
Because evidence did not appear in the Treasury 
Department that the money had been received, was 
that ro overthrow the great mass of testimony which 
appeared, that the money had been paid by Lyon? 
Was it not just that the House should act on this 
question, after it had been delayed for so longa 
ume? It had been already delayed long enough. 
Year afier year had passed away, and was it not 
very ungrateful for us, in 1840, to deny justice, 
which had been neglected for so long a period? 
„hoped the bill would pass, without farther delay; 
and, believing that every gentleman was of the 
same opinion, he moved the previous question, bat 
withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. POPE, who wished to state a few facts in 
relation to this claim. 

Mr. P. then went on, at some length, to state 
that he had been intimately acquainted with Mr. 
Lyon, who served in Congress with him, in the 
time of Jefferson, and that it was never doubted 
that the fine had been paid. It was understood, 
however, that the money had been made up by Mr. 
Lyon’s friends. : On concluding, Mr. P. accordin 
to his pledge, renewed the motion for the previ 
question. j 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved a call of the House, but 
it was not in order, 

Mr. SLADE earnestly appealed to have the mo- 
tion for the previous question withdrawn, when 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved to lay the bill on 
the table. 

Mr. TURNEY asked for the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered, 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS withdrew the motion. 

Mr. WELLER consented to have the previous 
question withdrawn; and 

Mr. SLADE went into a statement of the facts 
of the case, the conviction ef Lyon having taken 
place in Mr. S’s district. He stated the circum- 
stanes of indignity accompanying the” imprison- 
ment—his being paraded through the district, 
thrown into a loathsome jail, and deprived of the 
use of pen, ink, and paper. The Democrats of the 
day gathered in a great assembly round the jail— 
an assembly not equallea by any Mr. S. had ever 
seen, save the grand convention at Baltimore—and 
a voluntary contribution was called for and taken 
up; but before it could be applied, the fine had been 
paid, ei;her through the intervention of Col. Lyon's 
friends ia another county, or by his own means. 
As soon as Lyon was at the jail door, he proclaim- 
ed that he was on his way to Congress. The ca- 
valcade which attended him was haifa mile long-—— 


stopped at his father’s house, and there all partook 
of cakes and hard cider, in true Democratic style. 
Mr. S. did not believe the fine had ever been re- 
mitted by Jefferson or by Congress. 
Mr. S. concluded by renewing the 
previeus question, 


motion for the 


T 
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A question of order arose as to the time when the 


pill should have its third reading. 
The previous question was seconded, put, and 
-carried, and the bill was ordered to be read a third 
time now; it was read accordingly, when : 
Mr. TURNEY moved the previous question, 
which was seconded, put, and carried; and the 
‘grain question being oa the passage of the bill, it 
was decided by yeas and nays, as follows: yeas 124, 
hays 15. th 
¥BAS—Measre, Alford, Joho W. allen, Andrews, jAtherten, 
ks, Beatty, Beirne, Bond, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. 
Ta, Burke, William O. Butler, Calhoun, Wiliam B. 
Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, 
Coles, Connor, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Crabb, Crockett, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
Garret Davis, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, 
‘Ely, Fine, Floyd, James Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Goede, 
Griffin, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, John Hasunga, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Holleman, Holmes, Topkins, 
‘Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, James, Jameson, Charles John- 
‘ston, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kempshall, Kille, Leadbetter, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallo- 
, Marchand Medill, Miter, Monroe, Morgan, Samuel W. 
Morris, Ogle, Parrish, Parmenter, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, 
Randolph, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Robinson, Edward Ro- 
gers, Jamea Rogers Ryall, Samuels, 
‘ton, Slade, Albert 
weather, Steenrod, ape ar Sumter, 
Waddy Thompson, Jaco jompsan, h 
ney, AY aerwoal, Wagener. Warren, Watterson, Weller, Wick, 
“Jared W. Williams, and Henry Wiliama—124. 
NAYS—Messrs. Briggs, Craneton, Davies, Deberry, El- 
wards, Hawes, William C. Johnson, Lincotn, Palen, Russell, 
“Storrs, Taliaferro, Trumbull, and Lewis Williams—1]6. 
So the bill was passed. 
And the House adjourned. 


` IN SENATE, 

__ Monpay, May 24, 1840. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut presented the peti- 
tion of John T. Waite and others, praying the pas- 
-sage of a general bankrupt law; which was laid on 
‘the table. 

Mr. S. also presented the petition of Sally Porter 
and Betsy B. Cook, children of Colonel Phineas 
‘Porter; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of Abraham 
Sinclair, which was referred to the Committee on 
‘the Public Lands. 

Mr. MERRICK asked and obtained leave to 
“withdraw the papers in relation to the claim of 
James Forrest. 

Mi. YOUNG presented a petition from citizens 

of Ilinois, for a post route; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and , Post Roads. 


zens of the county of Saginaw, Mich. for the esta- 


Shaw, Shepard, Simon- — 
mith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- | 
Swearingen, Taylor, ~ 
Toland, Triplett, Tur- . 


blishment of a military post at that place; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MOUTON presented documents relating 
to the claim of the heirs of Antonio Gras; which 

“were referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of John B. 
King; which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
‘ Yolutionary Claims. ° 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for 

‘the relief of the legal representatives of Nathaniel 
Pryor, deceased; whivh was read twice, and referred 
‘to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported „a bill making provision for the payment 
of pensions to the executors and administrators of 
deceased pensioners in certain cases; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Pa- 
tents, reported a bill making certain appropriations 
for the Patent Office, with an amendment. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, made an adverse report on the petition of 
Richard B. Mason; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

The joint resolution for the distribution of the 
Digest of Patents was taken up as in committee of 
the whole, and after some remarks from Mr. 
TAPPAN, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, the joint resolation 
for the occupation of the Territory of Oregon was 
taken up, and made the special order of the day for 
‘this day two weeks, S 

The bill making certain appropriations for the 
Patent Office being taken up asin committee of 


| precluding a refusal without the risk of giving of- 
Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of citi- ~ 


! vants, 
| His Excellency the Presipent of the U.S. 
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the whele, a motion was made to strike out an 
appropriation of one thousand dollars for the col- 
lection of agricultural statistics and other agrieul- 
tural purposes; which was supported by Messrs. 
CRITTENDEN and CALHOUN, and opposed 
by Messrs. STRANGE, LINN, and LUMPKIN, 
and negatived—ayes 13, noes 20, and the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Roby, after 
some remarks by Messrs. WALKER, SEVIER, 
and YOUNG, was indefinitely postponed—ayes 25, 
noes 6. 

The CHAIR submitted a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, transmitting a copy of 
the proceedings instituted to try the title to the Pea- 
-patch island, and recommending to Congress to 
pass a special act, giving to the circuit court of the 
district of Maryland jurisdiction to try the cause; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Jadi- 
ciary. . 

The CHAIR also submitted the following mes- 
sage from the President of the United States: 


To the Senate: ; 

I communicate to Congrees sundry papers, from 
which it will be perceived that the Imaum of Mus- 
cat has transmitted to this country, and, through 
the agency of the commander af one of his ves- 
sels, offered for my acceptance, a present, consist- 
ing of horses, pearls, and other articles of value. 
The answer ef the Secretary of Staie to a letter | 
frem the agents of the vessel communicating the || 
offer of the present, and my own letter to the . 
Imaum, in reply to one which he addressed to me, | 
were intended to make known in the proper quar- | 
ter the reasons which had precluded my acceptance 
of the proffered gift. Inasmuch, however, as the 
commander of the vessel, with the view, as he al- 
leges, of carrying out the wishes of his sovereign, 
now offers the presents to the Government of the 
United States, I deem it my duty to lay the propo- 
sition before Congress for such disposition as they 
may think fit to make of i'; and I take the oppor- 
tunity to suggest for their consideration the adop- 
tion of legislative provisions pointing out the course 
which they may deem it proper for the Executive 
to pursue in any fature instances where offers of 
presents by foreign States, either to the Govern- 
ment, its legislative or executive branches, or its 
agents abroad, may be made under circumstances 


fence. 

The correspondence between the Department of 
State and our Consulgat Tangier, will acqaaint 
Congress with such an instance in which every 
proper exertion on the part of the Consul to refrain 
from taking charge of an intended present, proved 
unavailing. The animals constitating it may, 
consequently, under the instructions of the Secre- 
tary of State, be expected soon to arrive in the | 
United States, when the authority of Congress, as 
to the disposition to be made of them, will be ne- 
cessary. M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, May, 21, 1840. 


[The following is a portion of the documents.] 
New York, May 2, 1840. 

Sır: We have the honor to inform you, that as 
consignees of the ship Sultanee, and cargo, belong- 
ing to his Highness, Seyhd Seyhd, Imaum of Mus- 
cat, just arrived at this port from Zinzebar, we 
have been charged by the commander of said ship, 
Ahmet Ben Haman, to receive and hold subject to 
your Exxcellency’s order, certain presents from his | 
Highness to the President of the United States. | 
o Those presen's are: 

Two Arabian Horses, 

One case Otto Roses, 

Five Demijohns Rose Water, 
One package Cashmere Shawls, 
One bale Persian Rug, 

One box Pearls, 

One box—-Sword. 

We beg to be favored by your Excellency’s in- 
structions, as to disposition and delivery of thos 
articles. 

We have the honor to be, sir, your obedient ser- 
BARCLAY & LIVINGSTON. 


Washington, 


charge from your Highness to offer for my 


ns 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washirg on, 7ih May, 1540. 
GENTLEMEN: I am directed by the President ty 


| acknowledge the receipt of your letters to him of 


the 2d and 5th instant, informing him of the arr. 
val, at your port, of the ship Sultaree, commanded 
by Ahmet Bea Haman, and bearing presents from 
his H-ghness, the Imaum of Muscat, for the Presi. 
dent. 

Tre President will avail himself of the return of 
the Sulianee, to forward an answer to the friendly 
communication which he received from his High. 
ness, and will express at the same time the lively 


satisfaction he derives from this first visit of a ves. / 


sel from the Sultan’s dominions to the Unised 
States, and his sense of the friendly disposition 
evinced by his Highness in the presents which 
Ahmit Ben' Haman is instructed to offer in his name, 
Those presents the President iz, under existing 
constitut.onal provisions, precluded from accepting 
for his own use. I have, therefore, to request that 
you will apprize Ahmet Ben Haman of the circum. 
stance, that such other disposition of the articles 
may be made by bim as will best comport with the 
wishes of the Saltan. 
` I am, gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOHN FORSYTH. 

Mesers. BarcLa Y and LivinasTon, New York. 


— 


To His Excellency Martin Van Buren, Presidentof 
the United States of North America, Washington: 
Sir: Hope the Almighty God will protect you, 

and keep you in good health. From this part of the 

wor'd, having no news to communicate them to you 

Excellency; and, wheaever opportunity offers for 

this place, we shall feel happy to hear from yow 

Excellency. With any thing that we can do fer ` 

you. little or plenty, shall feel happy. 

Written by the order of His Highness, 
SEYD SEYD BIN SULTAN BIN AHMED, 
“Imaum of Muscat. 
SYED BIN, Calfaun. 
Dated Muscat, 25ih December, 1839. 


To His Highness Syed Bin Sortan, Imaum of Mus- 
eat, Martın Van Boren, President of the United 
| States of America — Greeting: 

GREAT AND Goop FRIEND: By the hands of Ah- 
met Ben Haman,commanding your Eighness’s ship 
Sultanee, I had the satisfaction of receiviag your 
Highness’s letter of the 19:h of the Moon of Sha- 
wal, and 1,255 of the Hegira. It has been a source 
of lively satisfaction to me, in my desire that fre- 

aent and beneficial intercourse should be esta- 
blished between our respective countries, to behold 
a vessel.bearing your Plighness’s flag enter a port 
of the United States, to testify, I hope, that such 
relations will be reciprocal and lasting. 

I am informed that Ahmet Ben Haman had it in 
accept’, 
ance, in your name, a munificent present. I look | 
upon this friendly proceeding on your part asa 


` new proof of your Highness’s desire ` to cultivate 


with us amicable relations; but a fundamental law | 
of the Republic, which forbids its servants from | 
accepting presents from foreign States or Princes, 
precludes me from receiving those your Highness 
intended forme. J beg your Highness to be as 
sured that, in thus declining your valuable gift, | 
do but pcrform a paramount duty to my country. 
and that, my sense of the kindness which prompted 
the offer is not thereby in any degree aba ed. i 

Wishing health and prosperity to your Highness, , 
power and stability to your Government, and to 
your people tranquillity and happiness, I pray that 
God may have you, great and good friend, in his 
holy keeping. M. VAN BUREN. 
By the President: 

Jonn Forsytx, 
Secretary of State. 

Washington, May 8, 1840. i 

The message and documents were referred to i 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered 0 
be printed. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bill for the establishment of a general bank, 
rupt law coming up for consideration, ` i 

Mr, HUBBARD addressed the Senate at gre! 


~ 
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length and with much ability, in opposition to 
the bill reported by the majority of the commit- 
tee, believing it to be inexpedient and of doubtful 
constitutionality. He expressed his determination 
to vote against any bill which authorized compul- 
sory bankruptcy against the agricultural classes— 
aad contended that all the objections which were 
urged against subjecting banks and other incorpo- 
rations to the operations of a bankrupt law, would 
apply with as much force in the case of individu- || 
als. He concladed by saying, that if the substitute | 
proposed by Mr. WaLL was adopted, with certain © 
modifications, he would probably give his vote for 
the bill. 

Mr. WALL stated that he had no objection to 
the modification suggested by his honorable friend 
from New Hampshire. His object was, as he had 
several times stated, to pass a uniform law upon 
the subject of bankruptcy; not a partial or special 

- law of bankruptcy. Understanding the Constitu- 
tion as he did, he thought that we had no consti- | 
tational power to pass a mere insolvent law, hav- | 
ing no principle or features of a law on the subject 
of bankruptcy, but the discharging of the debtor 
from the obligation of his contracts with his credi- 
tors. The Constitution gives as no power to pass 
alaw of bankraptcy. The fact of bankrupicy or 
insolvency does not give Congress authority to act, 
or to discharge debtors from their contracts, with- | 
out payment, and without the consent of their cre- 
ditors. Benkrupicy does not bring the bankrupt 
and his creditors and their contracts within the 
constitational power of Congress. Bankruptcy is 
not the subject of bankruptcy. The subject of 
bankruptcy is something else. The Constitution 
gives us power to pass a uniform law on the sub- 
ject of bankruptcy; not a law of bankrupicy, or ia- 
solvency, or concerning bankruptcy or insolvency. 
He who maintains such a power, assumes the task 
of vindicating such a latitudinarian construction. 
Bat while I am willing to accept such amendments 
as will make this system accé@ptable, I do not 
donbt our powers to make the exception, nor do I 
wish in that way to lose two friends to gain one. 
In making this concession, I by no means yield to 
the soundness of the argument of my honorab‘e 
friend. Ihave heretofore submitted my views as 
to the meaning of the word uniform, It is a limi- 
tation of the power of Congress to pass a law on 
the subject of: bankruptcy —not territorially or local- 
ly—but as to the classes and subject-matter upon 
upon which such law shall operate. ) 
may, after defining the classes upon which it shall 
operate—for instance, traders—declare who, fail- | 
ing within the technical meaning, shall not be | 
operated on by the law. So as to banks or corpo- 
Tations. If you except all classes falling within the 
same calegories, from its operation, you may do so 
without destroying its uniformity. A 

Sir, I will take this occasion to submit another 
remark. The party of which I am an humble 
member, bave been charged with being Loco Fo- 
cos, agrarians, Fanny Wright men, enemies.of the 
banks and of the credit system. Those who make 
this charge have submitted a bill which tests 
the trath of such charges and accusations. | 
If I wanted to destroy the banks—to pat an | 
end to credit, honest, legitimate credit, which | 
springs from confidence—I would vote for 
this bill. Banks are debtors; but where they 
are debtors one dollar, they are creditors to five or 
ten times the amount. Give their debtors the bill 
reported by the majority, the means of Cestroying 
their contract, without payment; drawer and en- 
dorser will travel the same road, and the banks must 
fall, and the whole credit system must perish by 
the acts of its friends, not its foes. Will not the 
avowed friends of the banks and the credit system 
pause in their career? 

Ihave thought myself a tolerable good Loco 
Foco, as the slang of the day has vainly attempted 
to characterize the party to which I belong; but 
this bill is too Leeo Focoish for me. I leave its sup- 
porters to reconcile their accusations with the con- 
duct of myself, and those who act with me, and 
their own conduct with their own professions. 
The public will judge between us. 

Mr. HENDERSON, in reply to Mr. Hupsarp, 
admitted that this power over bankruptcy was | 


u 


N 


| 
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more iiable to abuse and assumption than almost 
any other, and it was especially for that very rea- 
son that he would now confine the exercise of that 
power to the soie object of relieving debtors, which, 
and which alone, the country now emphatically de- 
manded. 

. Mr. H. also argued further to show that Con- 
gress, like the Brit sh Parliament, has the power to 
inclade any and all classes of persons which they 
may think proper. 

On motion of Mr. STRANGE, the subject was 


: laid over till to-morrow; and, after an Executive 
., Session, : 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Mownpay, May 25, 1840. - 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Post Office Department, in 
compliance with the 2d section of the act of July, 
1836, enclosing a report of contracts for the trans- 
portation of the mail within the last year, with an 


abstract of offers, and other particulars in relation ` 


thereto. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of New York, laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order was the motion of Mr. Davisof In- 
diana, to refer the joint resoluticn of the Legisla. 
lature of the State of Indiana, in relation to the 
Cumberland road, to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, with instructions to report a bill for- the 
continuation of.said road in the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Ilinois; and the question immediately 
pending when the House adjourned on Monday 
last, when the subject was up, was on the question, 
“Shall the main quesiion (on the adoption of the 
instructions) be put?” On that motion the yeas 
and nays had been ordered. 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 
a call of the House was ordered and proceeded in 
tiil 155 members answered to their names. The 
list of absentees was then called over for excuses, 
when the following gentlemen were excused for 
unavoidable absence, from the city, indisposition, 
ete. viz: Messrs H. J. Anp¢rson, Brewster, Da- 


| vies, J. W. Davis, Grancer, Horrman, Law 


RENCE, J. W. Jones, Nayior, Reen, Ryatt, P. F. 
Tuomas, Vroom, and S. WILLIAMS. 
On motion of Mr. WELLER, all farther pro- 


;| ceeding in the call was dispensed with. 
Congress || 


The question was then taken whether the main 
question shouid be put, which was on the adoption 
of the instructions and reference, and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 96, nays 62. 

Mr: PECK called for a division of the question, 
so as to take the question first on the reference, and 
then on the instructions. 


The question was then taken on the motion to 
refer, and decided in the affirmative. 


The question recurring on the instructions, and 
the yeas and nays having been asked and ordered 
on the same, were—yeas 87, nays 90. 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Beatty, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, 
Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chinn, James Cooper, Wm R. Cooper, 
Cranston, Crary, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Garret Davis, 
Doan, Duncan, Edwa Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fine, R., 
Garland, Gid:tings, Goode, Grinnell, Hammond, Hand, Wm. 
8. Hastings, John Hastings, Henry, Hook, Howard, Hunt, 
James, Charles Johnston, Kemble, Kempshall, Kille, Lead- 
better, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, Mallory, Marchand, Marvin 
Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Morgan, Samuel 
W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Parrish, 
Peck, Profit, Rasiden, Reynolds, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, 
Albert Smith, Truman Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Storrs, 
Stuart, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Weller, Edward D. White, Wick, and T. W. 
Williams—87, 

NAYS—Messrs, Alford, Atherton, Banks, 


Beirne, Bell, Botts, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 


Sampson H. Butler, 
Bynum, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chap- 
man, Clark, ‘Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, M. A. Cooper, Crabb, 
Craig, Edward Davies, John Davis, Daweon, Dennis, Dellet, 
Doig, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, James Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Graves, 
Green, Griffin, Habersham, Hall, Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, 
Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, 
William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Keim, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Montgomery, 
Nisbet, Parmentér, Paynter, Petrikia, Francis W. Pickens, 
Prentiss, Ramsey, Rhett, Rives, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 
John Smith, Stanly, Strong, Sumter, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Warren, 
Watterson, John White, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wil- 


ee Lewis Williams, Christopher H, Williams, and Wige 


Nathaniel Jones, 
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So the House refused to adopt the instractions. 

Mr. WICK moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolutions were referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. His object in 
making such a motion, was with the view that the 
said resolutions be referred to:the Committee on 
the Judiciary, with instructions to inquire whether 
the obligation does not rest on the Government to 
complete said road; and he said he would be glad 


: to see areport on the subject from the Judiciary 
' Committee. He thought such a report would bring 


a true view of the matter before those interested, 


| and tend to settle a vexed question. 


; Mr DAWSON moved to lay said motion on the 
able. 


The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 79, nays 51. 

The SPEAKER then continued the call of the 
States for petitions; when petitions were pre- 
sented 

By Mr. HOWARD of Indiana. 

By Mr. STUART, of Illinois. 

By Messrs. HUBBARD and CHAPMAN, of 
Alabama. 

By Mr. CROSS, of Arkansas. 

By Mr. DOWNING, of Fioriđa; and 

By the SPEAKER, on behalf of the citizens of 
Florida, who presented a petition praying that Flo- 
rida may be attached to the State of Alabama. 
Also, a remonstrance against the same. 

By Mr. DOTY, of Wiskonsin. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Iowa, in accordance with 
notice heretofore given, asked leave to report a bill 
to change the mode of selling the public lands, so 
as to prevent sudden drains of the circulating me- 
dium, and prevent fluctuations in the revenue 
derived from the sale of lands. 

Objection having been made to its reception, 

Mr. CHAPMAN inquired of the Crag whether 
it was in order to make some remarks explanatory 
of the bill. 

The CHAIR replied that it was not. 

Mr. CHAPMAN then presented a petition from 
citizens of Iowa, praying compensation for horses 
lost in the service of the United States, which he 
moved to refer to the Committee on the Terri- 
tories. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS said the Committee of 
Claims was the proper one to which it should be 
referred, and accordingly made that motion. 

Mr. CHAPMAN said, his reason for moving 
its reference to the Committee on the Territories, 
was, that the committee was not so presééd: with 
business as the Claims Committee, and the subject 
would therefore have earlier attention by giving it 
that reference. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
. Mr. Cuapman, and disagreed to; and the petition 
was then referred to the Comm.ttee of Claims. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a petition 
from citizens of Iowa, praying that the Governor 
of said Territory might be elected by the people; 
which, ` 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, was referred 
to the Committee on the Territories, 

Petitions were further presented by Messrs. 
ALLEN, TAYLOR, and CALVARY MORRIS, 
of Ohio. f 

[Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of F. W. 
Bingham and many oiher citizens of Cuyahoga 
county, Ohio, praying that adequate protection 
may b2 given by Congress for the growth and ma- 
nufacture of silk in the United States. ] 

[Mr. Taytor presented a preamble and resolu- 
tions, passed by the General Assembly of Ohio, in 
relation to the currency, instructing the Senators, 
and requesting the Representatives, to supportsuch 
measures as shall be calculated to separate the con- 
nection bxtween the Federal Government and the 
banks, and particularly to vote for and support the 
measure which is usually called the Independent 
Treasury bill: ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. Mr. T. a'so presented the petition of 
Timothy Cavin, a soldier of the late war, asking 
an invalid pension. 

By Messa; BELL, CROCKETT, and CAR- 
TER, of Tennessee. ; 

On motion of Mr. CARTER, it was RE 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
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be instructed to inquire into the propriety of chang- 


i 


ing the times of the sittings of the Federal courts : 


at K 


noxville, Tennessee, se as to avoid interfering , 


with the sittings of the State courts in Fast Ten- — 


nessec. 


By Messrs. POPE, TRIPLETT, WHITE, and ` 


GRAVES, of Kentucky. 


Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky again moved to sus- : 
pend the rules, to enable him to present the resolu- , 


tion in relation to the freedom of electicns, &c. &c. 
which he moved to present on last Saturday, and 
on that motion demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WISE appealed to the gentleman to with- 
draw his motion, and not to embarrass the busi- 


ness, by arresting the reception of petitions. The . 
motion to suspend the rules could be made at any ' 


time. 


motion to suspend the rules, the question was taken, 
and decided in the negative, without a count. 

By Messrs. HABERSHAM and BLACK, of 
Georgia. ` 

On motion of Mr. HABERSHAM, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
to the late Captain John Jackson, of the revenue 
service, now deceased, a credit of $750, on the 
books of the Treasury Department, which sum 
now stands charged against him on said bocks. 

By Messrs. WISE, BOTTS, GOGGIN, CRAIG, 
and TALIAFERRO, of Virginia. 

Mr. CRAIG offered the following, which, being 
objected to, lies over one day: 

‘Whereas, one of the contingent clerks employed 
in the Clerk’s office of 
year 1836 and 1837, wh 
duties in common with other clerks in the office, 
bot did not receive the same compensation as 
cue contingent clerks for like services; it is, there 
‘ore, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency and jus'- 
ness of allowing the aforesaid clerk a sum equal 
in amount to that reeeived by other contingent 
clerks employed in 
period of time, viz: fom the 15th of May, 1836, 
to the 4th of September, 1837. 

On motion of Mr. J. GARLAND, 

Resolved, That the Comm'ttee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a post route from 
Travillian’s depot, in the county of Louisa, by 
Poindexter’s store, to Bootright’s, on the Three 
Notched road, in the same county. 

On motion of Mr. GOGGIN, 


The yeas and nays having been refused on the 


. as to the propriety of his presenting it. But, upon | 
this House, a part of the © 


ich said clerk performed . volved questions of the highest importance to this 


said office, during the same , 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- ; 
ency of allowing a pension to Mary Morgan, : 


widow of Reese Morgan, of the county of Frank- 
lin, Virginia, whose evidence and other papers 
are now on file in the office of the Commissioner 
of Pensions. 

By Mr. W.C. JOHNSON, of Maryland. 

By Messrs. HENRY, MARCHAND, NEW- 
HARD, EDWARDS, BEATTY, and HAM- 
MOND, of Pennsylvania. 

On motion of Mr. MARCHAND, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- | 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 


‘of placing John Fiocd, a soldier of the late war, 
on the pension roll, and that the accompanying pa- 
pers be referred to the same committee, 

By Messrs. MARVIN, PECK, MORG AN, 
GRINNELL, FLOYD, DANA, and J. c. 
CLARK, of New York. 

On motion of Mr. FLOYD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of gran'ing a pension to A. W. Morse and 
Jared Buckingham, and that the accompanying pa- 
pers be referred to said commiitee. 

Resolved, That the memorial of Phineas Allen, 
and the papers accompanying 
mitted to the Committee on 
sions. 

On motion ef Mr. DANA, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be 1ustructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to Elizabeth Gibbs, and 


the same, be recom- | 
Revolutionary Pen- | 
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that the papers in the Pension Office in relation to 
her claim, be referred to such committee. 

The SPEAKER laid befor: the House a peti- 
tion from citizens of Oneida couary, in the State of 
New York, praying that Congress would prehitit 
the use of ardent spirits in the army and navy, and 
its sale to the Indians, and to prohibit its saie in 
the Capitol to members of Congress and others. 

Mr. RAMSEY moved to lay the petition on the j 
table. 

Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered, were—yeas 65, nays 
82. i 

So the House having refused to lay the petition | 
on the table, 

On motion of Mr. MARVIN, it was referred to | 


the Committee for the Distrct of Columbia. 

By Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont. 

By Messrs. ADAMS, BRIGGS, CUSHING, 
and LINCOLN, of Massachusetts. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Pensions be 
directed to transmit to this House the application 
of Aaron Miller of Massachusetts, a soldier in the 
late war with Great Britain, for an invalid pen- 
sion, with the papers filed in support of said appli- 
cation, and that they be referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. ADAMS said, that among other petitions 
entrasted to his care, was cne from an individual 
containing charges of a serious nature against 
Judge McLean of Ohio. For some time after he 
had received the petition, he had entertained doubts 


reading that petition, he had discovered that it in- 


Union, and that had induced him to present it ta 
the House, as he had come to the conclusion that 
such would be his duty. He would state that he 
had no personal acquatntance with the complain- 
ant, nor did he know any thing of his character, 
except from the papers which had been placed in 
his hands. The comp'aint was, however, of a 
character which deserved the most serious atten- 
tion of the House, and involved questions of the 
deepest importance to the existence of this Union. 
It involved questions with respect to the power of 
the Congress of the United S:ates over the constrac- 
tion of ordinances of the Government of the North- 
western Territory, and with respect to the sovereign 
power of the States, and in relation to the naviga- 
tion of the rivers which connected those places. 
The memorial, he repeat d, mvolved, therefore, the 
sovereign power of the S ates and of this Union. It 
also involved the conduct of a judge of ene of the 
United States courts, and several citizens in one of 
those States. It appeared that this hgh officer was 
charged with depriving the complainant of the 
right to appeal to the Superior Ceurt of the United 
States, &c. 


Mr. A. said that, in presenting this petition, he 


| did not propose the printing of it, nor even that it 
| should be read. He was aware of the extreme de- 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


licacy there was in thus presenting a complaint to |: 


the grand inquest of the mation, aga nst an cflicer 
so distinguished in character as Judge McLean: 
and he had long hesitated on the propriety of pre- 
senting, until he had read the petition. After so 
doing, he no longer hesitated; for he was con- 
vinced, on the perusal of the papers, that questions 
of such deep importance were involved, that it was 
his duty to present the petition for the considera- 
tion of the House. The memorial was very long, 
and contained eighteen specifications of charges 
against Judge McLean, drawn up with great ability; | 
he therefore presented it together with the papers. 
He would move a reference of the whole to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with a special request 
to the members thereof that they would bestow 
upon this case the most serious attention. In bis 
own mind, after serious deliberation, he had come 
to the conclusion that questions were involved 
which deserved the most attentive consideration. 
He did not mean to say that he had formed any 
opinion @#Mh respect to the jastice of the charges 
against Judge McLean. He certainly did not wish 
to prejudge any thing, as he entertained a high feel- 
ing of respect towards that officer. 

He forbore to ask for the printing, or even the 


reading of the papers, because he had full cong. 
dence in the Judiciary Committee, and was sure 
that justice would be done to all parties. Neither 


|. did he, under present circumstances, think it ne. 


cessary to call npon the Ju ‘ge to answer, as it wag 
very probable that, aftegan examination of the pa. 
pers, the committee wrght come to the conclusion 
that the Judge ouzht notyto be called upon to an. 
swe’, and that the papers contained nothing requir. 
ing any jastification, He therefore did not ask 
even thal the papers should be read. If, after an 
examiuation, the Judiciary Committee should be 
of opinion that there was canse for further action 
they could report to that effect, and the House 
mizht take what action it might deem best. 

The petition was then referred sub silentio to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ‘TILLINGHAST wished to inquire of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, whether the 
peiition was sigzed by one person or more. 

The CHAIR said, the pet tion having been te. 
ferred, the question was not in order. 

Mr. CRABB wished to say a few words inte 
lation to this singular petition, and was surprised 
when the Cuatr annoanced that it was referred, 
He wished tohave an opportunity of giving his 
vete on the refere ce. 

The CHAIR said the petition had been referred 
in the usual mode, like cther petitions; but by gene- 
ral consent, he would put the question again, and 
formally, oa the reference. 

Tne question was accordingly put on the motion 
to refer, and a division was called, but not sustained, 
The petition was then referred to the Committee 
en the Judiciary. 

Mr. CRABB subsequently made a motion to 
reconsider the motion to refer the “petition. He 
considered it a subject too grave to be referred 
without consideration; and wasabvut showing the 
propri ty of reconsidering the reference, but was 
rulei out of order. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to submit the follow- 
ing resolations, which were read: 

Resolved, That the circuit court of the United 
States within the district of Connecticut, having 
decided that the Africans captured in the Amistad 
were not amenable before itself, or any other court 
of the United States, for trial of the crimes of 
piracy and murder committed on the high seas, 
upoa the charge of wh:ch against them, they had 
been captured by Lieutenant Gedney, an executive 
oficer in the service of the United States, and 
brought before the said circuit court; there exists 
in the United States no lawful authority to hold 
the said Africans in captivity within the said State 
of Connecticut; and all detention or imprisonment 
of their persons within the said State, without 
charge against them of any offence against the 
laws of the United States, or of the said State, is 
unlawful, arbitrary, and oppressive. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
possesses no lawful authority to detain as captives 
or prisoners, the said Africans, or any of them, by 
any officer or officers of the United Siates, whether 
civil or military, executive or judicial. 

Resolved, That there exists no obligation, either 
in the law of nations, or by any treaty stipulation 
between the United States and Spain, by which the 
President of the United States can be required, ors 
authorized to cause the said Africans to be de- 
livered up to the disposal cf the diplomatic repre- 
sentative of Spain, or to any officer of any foreiga 
Government in the United States. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Jadiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 60 
amending the laws of the United States for the 
punishment of crimes, as to confer upon the courts 
of the United States, of competent jurisdiction, fall 
power to take cognizance of, try, and adjudicate, 
in conformity with the laws of nations, all charges 
against persons accused of the crimes of piracy and 
murder committed on the high seas ,in vessels an 
by subjects or citizens of any nation foreiga to the 
United States, whenever any such person or pet- 
sons charged with the commission of the said erime 


or crimes, or either of them, may be found or law- | 
fully brought withia the jurisdiction of the United 


States. 
Objection was made to the introduction of the 


i 
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Contin:sed from No. 26. 
resolution, and it accordingly lies over, under the 
rule. 

Mr. ADAMS asked the consent of the House to 
offer the following resolution. - 

Mr. SMITH of Maine objected to the reception 
of any resolutions at this time. He had many pe- 
tions to present, and would not agree to the recep- 
tion of resolutions until the petitions were all re- 


ceived. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a suspension of the rules, 
and the resolution was read for information, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the investment in the stocks of 
the several States of this Union of funds held by 
the United States in frust, is, to the amount of the 
sums so invested, and of the interest thereon, an 
assumption by the United States, in the event of 
their failure punctually to pay the same. 

Resolved, That the purchase, by authority of any 
Executive Department of the Government of the 
United States, of the bonds of any of the States of 
this Union, at the nominal value, or with a pre- 
miam thereon, and thesubsequent sale of the same 
bonds at a discount, is an unwarrantable. and a 
wastefal dilapidation of the public fands. 

Resolved, That it isthe duty of the Executive 
Government of the United States to require of the 
Government of each and every State of ttis Union, 
in whose stocks investments of the public moneys, 
held in trast by the Government of the United 
States, have been made, punc:ual payment in spe- 
cie, or its equivalent, of the interest stipulated in 
the said stocks, and repayment of the principal, as 
soon as possible by the terms of the contracts upon 
which such contracts have generally been issued. 

Resolved, That the farther investment of any 
public funds of the United States in stocks of the 
. several States ought forthwith to be prohibited by 
law, and that the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to report a bill for that purpose. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, aud disagreed to. 

The resolution lies over. 

By Messrs. BURKE and WILLIAMS of New 
Hampshire. 

By Messrs. PARRIS, EVANS, and RAN- 
DALL of Maine. . 

The SPEAKER stated that the call of the States 
for petitions had been completed; and that reports 
from committees were in order; when 

Mr. MASON of Ohio, from the Committee on 
the Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of 
David Deardeorff; and o 

A bill for the relief of Cadwallader Wallace; 
which were read twice, and com niited to the Com 
mittee of the Whole, and made the order of the day 
for to-morrow. . 

On motion of Mr. MASON, the same commit- 
tee was discharged from tbe further consideration 
of sundry petitions in relatión the purchase of 
alternate sections of land on the Miami, and the 
Wabash and Erie canals; and the petitions were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the same committee, re- 
ported a biil to revive an act for the relief of Jas. 
Hudson; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the memorial of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Iowa, on 
the subject of pre-emptions to citizens, under cer- 
tain circumstances; which report- was ordered to lie 
"Me MeKAY f i 

r. Me , Írom the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill relative to 
the transportation of the mail on steamboats and 
Ta, = for nae Purposes; which was read 

> and committi to 1 3 R 
Whole on the state of the ria o Re 


Mr. McK. from the same committ i 
ee, to which 
had been referred sundry petitions praying for the 
establishment of post Toutes, made a long report 
accompanied by a series of resolutions; which he 


moyed to have Printes, and that the further con- 


TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 1840. 
WEEKLY 


sideration of the same be “postponed till Monday 
next, 

The report having been read, 

Mr. McK. made some remarks explanatory of 
the same. 

The question was taken on printing the usual 
quantity of the report, and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, five thousand ad- 
ditional copies were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the further con- 
sideration of the resolutions accompanying the re- 
port was postponed till Monday next, to come up 
after the call of the States for resolutions shall 
have been completed. 

Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of Maruel Cruzat; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. T. also, ftom the same committee, reported 
back to the House, Senate bill entitled, An act to 
repeal the several sections of the act ‘to limit the 
term of certain officers therein named, and for other 
purposes, approved 15th May, 1820; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. = 

Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims, reported back to the House, Senate bill 
entitled, An act for the relief of Pierre Menard 
and Joseph Placy, accompanied by a report; which, 
with the Lill, was ordered to be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, reported 
the following resolution; which was read, and 
agreed to, viz: . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to this House, in a tabular form, 
the amount of money which has been paid from 
the Treasury, on Revolutionary claims (exclusive 
of pensions and gratuities) during each year, since 
the 27th of March, 1794, placing the principal and 
interest in separate columns, and arranged under 
the following separate heads, viz: Seven years’ 
half pay; loan‘office and other certificates presented; 
loan office and other certificates alleged to be lost 
or destroyed; unliquidated claims; miscellaneous 
claims; and that he report how many of the 
said claims have been paid each year with 
interest, and how many without interest; and 
also the amount of the several classes of Re- 
volationary certificates which are now outstanding 
and unsatisfied; and that.the Secretary farther re- 
port the amount, in money and land scrip, which 
has been paid each year since the date aforesaid, 
in satisfaction of the alleged liabilities of any of 
the States of the Union for Revolutionary services 
or expenditares; specifying the ameunt paid for 
each State, with a reference to the acts of Congress 
under which the payments were made. 

Mr. LEADBETTER, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, reported back to the 
House, without amendment, Senate bill entitled an 
act for the relief of Samuel R. Slaymaker; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. R. GARLAND, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported back to the House, 
withont amendment, Senate bill entitled an act for 
the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole, and made 
the order of the day for to-morrow. ` 

Mr. G. also, from the same committee, reported 
back to‘the House, without amendment, Senate 
bill entitled an act for the relief of James L. 
Cochran. 

Mr. G. said the bill had been improperly referred 
to that committee, inasmuch as it was unnecssary. 
He therefore moved that the House concur in the 
amendment of the Senate. i ” 

Mr. HALL made some remarks in opposition 
to the motion to concur; and 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi advocated the 
justness of the amendment of the Senate, and 
hoped the House would concur. 

At this stage of the proceeding, the House, ac- 


cording to order, took a recess. 


A e e ae aa e r —— 
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EVENING SESSION. 

_ Mr. PETRIKIN asked leave to offer a tesolu- 
tion instructing the Committee on the Public Build- 
ings to inquire into the expediency of erecting a 
plain brick fire-proof building, connected with the 
War Department, for the use of the several bureaus 
therein named, and for the safe keeping of the re- 
cords thereof. 

Objected to. j 

Mr. RANDOLPH, from the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims, reported the following bills, 
which were read twice, and committed: 

A bill for the relief of the widow and legal repre- 
sentatives of Lieutenant Lott Hall, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Park; 

A bill for the relief of Apollos Cooper; 

A billto authorize the payment of the seven 
years’ half pay due on account of the Revolution- 
ary services of Francis Epps, deceased. 

Mr. R. on leave, also made adverse reports in 
the cases of Mary O'Bannon, of the heirs of Samuel 
Gay, of the heirs of Levi Todd, of the heirs of 
Abraham Tipton, of Dolly Bacon, widow, ete. of 
the heirs of Joseph Olney, of the heirs of Colonel 
Wm. Fontaine. ' 

Mr. THOMAS of Maryland presented docu- 
ments in relation to the case of David Meyerle; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. ; 

On motion of Mr. CRAIG, it was ordered that 
the Committee on Revolationary Claims be dis- 
charged {rom the case of Prudence Barton, widow . 
of Rufus Barton, deceased, and that leave be given . 
to withdraw the same. : 

The question then recurred on concurring with 
the Senate in their amendment to the House bill 
for the relief of James L. Cochran; which amend- 
ment strikes out the words making the land subject: 
to private entry. , 

Mr. HALL of Vermont moved that the bill and 
amendment be committed to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. i 

A few remarks were made by Messrs. CROSS, 
PETRIKIN, and POPE, when Mr. P. moved the 
previous question, which was seconded, 

And th: question being put, “Shall the main 
question be now taken?” there appeared ayes 70, 
noes 18; no quorum voting. 

The SPEAKER having here announced that the 
hour appropriated to reports and resolutions had 
expired— - 

Mr. ATHERTON moved that the House pro- 
ceed to the orders of the day. 

Mr. ANDREWS and Mr. TALIAFERRO 
urged upon the House to suffer the cail of the - 
committee for reports to be completed. 

And the question having been taken, there ap-" 
peared vea& 69, noes 51; no quorum voting. 

Mr. HUBBARD inquired of the Serraren, what 
the orders of the day would be? 

The SPEAKER replied, the business on the 
Speaker’s table. [Among this business was the 
bill known as the Pre-emplion bill—the question 
being on its engrossment.} . , : 

Mr. BRIGGS asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion that the House proceed to the orders of the 
day; which were ordered, and being taken, were — 
yeas 69, nays 74. : 

So the House refused to proceed to the orders of 
the day. 

The question then recurred on ordering the 
main question to be taken on the bill for the re- 
lief of James L. Cochran; and it having been 
decided in the affirmatiye, the main question was 
ordered. : ; 

Mr. STANLY asked the yeas and nays on th3 - 
main question; which were ordered. i 

And the main question (being on concurring 
with the Senate in their amendment striking Out 
the words making the lands subject to private eR- 
try) was then taken, and decided in the affirmative 
—yeas 87, nays 55. A wee, i 

So the” Haase concnrred in the amendment of 
the Senate. Pat ot 
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The SPEAKER then {resumed the call upon the 
committees for reports; when 

@fr--CASEY,.from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported back to the House, without 
amendment, Senate bill, entitled An act for the re- 
lief of William Esteem; which was committed to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Massachusetts, from the 
same committee, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Ebenezer Moore; and 

. A bill for the relief of Rebecca Dudley, wife of 
Abraham Dudley; 
which bills were 
committed. ©. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, made an 
unfavorable report in the case of John McLaugh- 
ling which was erdered to lie on the:table. `- 

zMr. H. alto, from the same committee, reported 
back to the. House, without amendment, Senate 
bily entided An act for the relief of Charles Mc- 
Fonzie Shica was committed. haa 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina, from the 
Committee on Military Affairs, reported back to 
the. House, with an amendment, Senate bill enti- 
tled'Am act to provide for the settlement of the 
claim of the State.of Maine for the services of her 
mihtia; and... ; 

'„Also. reported back to. the Heuse, without 
amendment, Senate bill entitled An act for the re- 
lief of James M. Morgan; 

hich bills.were committed to the Committee of 

the Whole, and made the order of the day for to- 

mo i l 


read twice, and appropriately 


OMTOWS. ges ieo o 
ir, T: from the same committee, which was in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of increasing 
the pay of the volunteers, reported that it was in- 
dient to legislate on the subject; which was 
ered to lie on the table. -~ 

Mr. T.. frow; the same committee, reported a 
joint resolution to present a sword to Gen. Duncan 
L. Clinch; which was read twice, and committed. 
iMr. T. also, from the same committee, to which 
wag referred a memorial of the Legislature of the 
‘Territory of Iowa, reported the following resolu- 

jon, which was agreed to: . 
solved, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
is hereby, directed to receive, and cause to be ex- 
amined, the; mpster rolls and other evidence of the 
claims of the Territory of Iowa for the expenses of 
a‘pertion of the militia of tae said Territory, called 
into service daring the autumn of 1839; and that 
he report the sqme to, Congress at the next session. 
My. S- W. MORRIS, from the Committee on 
Invalid Peosions, reported a dill:for the relief of 
John Jordan; which was. read twice, and commit- 


|. Mr. S. W. M. from the same committee, report- 
ed back to the House, without amendment, Senate 
bill, entitled An act for the telief of Jacob Greaves; 
which was committed. 


lie on the table. >e -o hen Li a tz 
. Mr. S. STRONG, from the Committee on-Invalid 


rans whieh were severally ordered to lie-on the ta- 
je. gsi cid ” 
. Mr. DOANE, from 
Pensions, reported a bill granting @ pension to Jo- 
Se Milai PAR was read twice, and commit- 


bare 


„Mep D. also made unfavorable reports on thé pe- 
titions of C. Leming and Alexander McDonald; 
which were laid on.the table. _- ; 
. Mr, EDWARDS, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, reported sundry bills, viz: , 
A bill granting a pension to J acob Shade; 
A bill granting a pension to Daniel Pratt; 
A dill for the relief of Burnet Burdsa'l; and 
A bill for the-zelief. of Sarah Wildreth; 
which bills, were severally read twiee, and appro- 
priately gommjtied: - : Powe 
Mr. E. also, from the same committee, made 
TE? ae meg edie aT UE : 


ash 


unfavorable reports on the petitions of William 


. do 
none of which buildings are fire-prcof, and if 
destroyed with their contents, would be a lóss 


bureau alone containing maps avd plans, the work 


; mitted. 
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Ball, Daniel Fielding, and Abraham Pray; which 


were ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. PALEN, from the Committee on Invalid | 
Pensions, reported _ | 
A bill for the relief of James E. Hallock; and 

A bill for the relief of Henry Wells; 
which were read twicé, and appropriately com- 
mitted. 

Mr. P. also made unfavorable reports on the 
petitions of Joseph Pulcefor, Moses Archer, Ste- 
phen Richardson, and Amos Bull; which were 


On motion of Mr. A. the same committee was 
discharged frem the further consideration of the 
resolutions of the common council of Brooklyn, in 
the State of New York, in relation to the Dry 
Dock at that city; also, from the memorial of citi- 
izens of Sherborne, Chenango. Oneida, and Colum- 
bia counties, in the State of New York, in rela. 
tion te the use of intoxicating drinks in the army 
and navy, and among the Indians; and that sait 
memorials do lie on the table. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs,reported the following bills; which were 


ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. P. the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Hugh Hammill, Pal- 
nam Farrington, Robert White, John Morgan, 
and Simeon S. Morsell; and they were ordered to © 
lie on the table. N , 

Mr. PETRIKIN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds, reported the following 
resolution; which was agreed to, Viz: 

Whereas, the Department is, at present, com- 
pelled to rent several buildings for the accommo- ` 
dation of the fullowing bureaus, at an average rent | 
equal ‘to the interest of fifty thousand dollars, at 6 
per cent. per annum: 

1. Bureau of Pensions; 
de of Bounty Lands; 

. do of the Paymaster General; ! 
do ofthe Commissary General of Sub- | 
? — sistence; 

of Ordnance; . 

do of the Surgeon General; 

do of Fortificationa; 

do of Topographical Engineers; 
of Army Clothing; i 


OoN PwY 
a 
o 


which could not be repaid, the Topographical 


of years and of great importance, and which could 
not be replaced butat a cost of a large amount of 
money; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Build- | 
ings and Gronnds be instructed to inquire and to 
report to this-House, the practicability of erecting 
a plain building, principally of brick, connected 
with the present building occupied by the War De- | 
partment, either in whole or in part fire-proof, the . 
cost of which shall not exceed sixty thousand dol- 
lars, for the accommodation of the several Bureaus 
before named, and the safe-keeping of the records 
thereof. 

_Mr. CHRISTOPHER H. WILLIAMS, from 
the Committee for the District of Columbia, report- | 
ed a bill to provide for the repairs of the Potomac 


read twice, and committed: 

A bill for the relief of Allen Rogers, of Maine. 

A bill for the relief of Harriett Barney, of Ken. 
tucky. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
lition of Thomas Bingey,and Ignatius Lucas. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of William Harper; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same committee, 
reported back to the House, without amendment, 
Senate bills of the following titles; which were 
committed to the Committee of the Whole, viz: 

_ An act for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow 
of Elijah Barnes; 
An act granting a pension to Daniel Waller; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Bassett; 

Anact forthe relief of Samuel Collins; 

An act granting a pension to Hannah Leighton; 

An act for the relief of Tylor Spafford; 

An aet for the relief of Mary Neal, widow of 
Samuel Neal, deceased; and 

An act granting a pension to Pamela Allen, wi- 
dow of the late Samuel Allen, a soldier of the Revo- 
lution. 

Mr. T. from the same committee, made unfavq- 
rable reports on the petitions of Sarah Rockwell, 
Henrietta Davenport, Tnomas Bootman, Jacob 
Wiley, Archil Johnson, Haw pton Stokes, James 
Fisher, William Oliver, Benjamin Lyon, Hannah 
Waldo, William B. Davis, 
Savage, Mary Crysell, Nancy Williams, Thomas 
Hughart, Elizabeth White, and Nathan Eartbrook; 
which were severally ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DAVIES of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill 
for the relief of Edward Putnam; which was read 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. ANDREWS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of David Freelove; which 
was read twice, and’committed. 

On motion of Mr. A. the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 


Bridge; which was twice read, and committed. 

Mr. FLETCHER, from the Committee on Pa- 
tents, reported a bill for the relief of John W. 
Faunce; and a bill for the relief of John J. Roane; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on . 

-> reported a joint resolution directing a 
further distributiun of the-Biennial Register; and to 
amend the resolutions directing the publication 
thereof; which was read twice, and 

„After a few remarks by Mr. CRABB in opposi- 
tion to the resolution, and Mr. UNDERWOOD in 
favor, it was commitied to the whole House to- 
morrow. 

Mr.W.0.BUTLER, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Colo- | 
nel William: Piatt; which was twice read, and 
committed. - 

Mr. H. J. ANDERSON, from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, reported back to the House 
without amendment Senate bill, entitled “An act 
for the relief of Lieutenant John K. Bispbam;” 
which was committed. 

Mr. H. J. A. from the same committee, made 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of John A. 
Dickason, William Boerum, and Zebu'on Wade: 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, reported a | 
bill for the relief of Elizabeth Ciampney, and ! 
A bill for the relief of Samuel Hambleton; ` 
which were read twice, and appropriately com- 


e: 


petitions of Elijah Barden, and David Mullery; 
and they were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
the legal representatives of Col. John Stone, late of 
the Revolutionary war, deceased, which was read 
twice, by ils title, and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and made the order of the day for 
to-morrow. 

Mr. C. asked to be discharged from the conside- 
ration of the petition of Joseph McMillen, of Vir- 
ginia; also, the petition of Catharine Shannon, 
widow of Robert Shannon; which were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. MONROE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill authorizing the construction 
of a steam vessel, under the direction of theSecre- 
tary of War; which was read twice, and commit- 


ted to the Committe? of the Whole on the state of- 


the Union. : 

Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
tition of James S. B'ount; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. BANKS, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
Thomas Tutum; which was read and laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, the Committee of 
Claims was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Uriel Sebill; which was or- 
dered te lie on the table, e 


Agnes Smith, Jobn _ 


ik E 


Mr. R. from the same committee, reported back 


to the House, Senate bill entitled, An act for the 
Telief of Joseph Paxton, accompanied by a report, 
in writing, recommending that said bill be rejected. 

Also, reported back to the House, Senate bill en- 
titled, An act for the relief of Adam D. Stewart, 
with a report, in writing, recommending that said 
bill be rejected. ; 

Also, reported back to the House Senate bill enti- 
tled an act for the relief of N. G. Hamilton, accom- 
panied by a report recommending that said bill do 
not pass: 


{| 
| 


‘| 
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ee 
roughs, Consol at Vera Cruz, together with all 


the rales so as to compel the attendance of Senators 
at the hour to which the Senate stands adjourned. 
The biil to quiet the titles of several claimants 
to lands in the States of Missouri and Arkansas, 
and for other purposes, was taken up and consider- 
ed as in committee of the whole, and after some 
remarks from Messrs. LINN and. WEBSTER, 


+ was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


The bill to authorize the Legislature of the State 


of Louisiana to sell the lands heretofore appro- 
priated for the use of schools within that State, was , 


which bills were severally referred to the Commit- 


tee of the Whole, and made the order of the day 
for to-morrow. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of Claims, 
made unfavorable reports on the petitions of Bowie, 
Kartz, and others, owners of the ship Allegheny; 
Enos Soper, Nathan Coais, Sammel S. Sayles, and 


Charles S. Little; which were severally ordered to 


lie on the table. 


Mr. GENTRY, from the Committee of Claims, ` 


reported a bill for the relief of John E. Alexander; 
which was read twice, and committed. 


Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee of Claims, — 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of |; 


Joseph Sasser; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 


On motion of Mr. BOTTS, the Committee of , 


Commerce was discharged from the farther consi- 
eration of the petition of Ferdinand Clark; and it 
was ordered to lie on the table. z 
Mr. TOLAND, from the Committee of Com- 
„metce, reported a bill making appropriations for 


the erection of custom-houses and public store- | 


houses; which was read twice, and commitied. 
Mr. WHITE „of Louisiana, from the Commit- 
tee of Commerce, reported a bill to establish ports 


ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


The bill to perfect the titles to lands south of the — 


Arkansas river, held under New Madrid locatians, 


` and pre-emption rights under the act of 1814: or- | 
. dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 


`- gury to refund the duties collected in the French 


or entry in the States of Arkansas and Missouri, ; 


and to allow debenture on foreign goods conveyed 
over land from such ports to Mexico, accompanied 


by a report; which was read twice, and committed . 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. 


Mc. BEIRNE, from the Committee for the Dis- ` 
trict of Columbia, reported back to the Huuse, `` 


wi hout amendment, Senate bill, entitled An act i 


for the relief of Casper W. Weaver; which was | 


committed. 

„On motion of Mr. BEIRNE, the Committee for 
the District of Columbia was discharged frem the 
farther consiveration of the petition of William 


Wheatley, and it waz ordered to lie on the table. ; 


Then, 
On motion of Mr. WELEER, 
The House, at 6 o’clock, p. m. adjourned. 


IN SENATE, . 
Torspay, May 26, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a report from the Secre- 
tary of War, incompliance with a resolution of 
the Senate of the 20:h of April, 1836, relative to 
sites for fortifications on the coast of Mississippi; 
whieh was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WILLIAMS presented documents in rela- | 


tion to the claim of Thankful Reynolds; which 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the petititon ot Pru- | 


dence Barton; which was presented to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported 

A bill for the relief of Joha Carter, and 

A bill to amend the charter of the city of Alex- 
dria; which were severally read, and ordered to a 
second reading. : i 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whieh was referred the House bilt 
for the relief of certain’ settlers on the Salt Lick 
Reservation, in the Western district of Tennessee, 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of General Duncan L Clinch, reported thé same 
without amendment,- 3 

My. SEVIER gave notice, that, to-morrow he 


would ‘ask leave to intodace a tesolation to amend | 


ship Alexander: ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 
The bill fer the benefit of the Howard Institution 


of the City of Washington, was, after some remarks 


from Messrs. MERRICK and TAPPAN, ordered į 


to be engrossed tor a third reading. 
The bill authorizing the States to tax any lands 


! within their limits sold by the United States, was, 


after some remarks from Messrs. LINN, SE- 
VIER, NORVELL, HENDERSON, WHITE, and 
YOUNG, passed over informally. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy, the 
question being on Mr. Watt’s motion to strike out 
the original bill, and insert a substitute. 

Mr. BENTON addressed the Senate. at great 
length in opposition to the bill reported by the ma- 
jority ef the Committee on the Judiciary, and ex- 
pressed his determination to vote for the substitute 
submitted by Mr. Watt, with certain modifica- 
tions. 

The bill was then informally passed over, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
: Turspay, May 26, 1840. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, upon an examina- 
tion of the yeas and nays, on the propostion to in- 
struct the Committee of Ways and Means to report 
a bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road 
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such correspondence and proceedings a8 may have 
“grown out of the same. , 
Mr. GIDDINGS moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to present to the House á rebo- 
lation, which was read for information, as follows, 
viz: 

_ Whereas a printed pamphlet has recently been 
circulated in this city purporting to be an address 
of Amos Kendall to the people of the United 
States; which pamphlet charges a portion of the 
members ef this House with “causing the public 
business to be delayed,” “the publie faith violated,” 
with “practising unheard-of abuses,” and “with 
violating the laws,” and of other practices deroga- 
tory to the character of the members of this House: 


:: Therefore, 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 


` be requested to inform this House, whettier the said 


Amos Kendall continued to exercise thé duties of 


: Postmaster General on the 21s: day of May, 140, 


in the States of Indiana, Ohio, and Illinois, he | 


found that his name had been omitted. 
was firmly impressed with the belief that he had 
responded to the call of the Clerk, and voted for the 


He : 


instructions. If he did not do it, it was certainly his . 


intention to have voted for the instructions. 


He | 


therefore hoped the House would permit himto | 


have his vote recorded in favor of the instruc- 
tions. 

Itrequired the unanimous consent of the House 
to amend the journal in that partiealar; and 

Mr. CRANSTON having objected, on the groand 


that it might lead to abuses, the request of Mr. S. 


was refused. 

Mr. CROCKETT, by universal consent, pre- 
sented the following resolution, which was read, 
and agréed to, viz: ` 
- Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


and propriety of allowing pay to Littlejohn Wil- | 


kins, John Lynch, Wm. P. Ford, and Alexander 


H. Patrick, late members of Captain Baker’s com- | 


pany, Tennessee volunteers, in service of the 
United States, in Fiorida, ın 1836, for their horses 
and equipage turned over to Government. 

Mr. BLACKWELL, by the general consent of 


the House, presented the following resolution, which 


was agreed to: , 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions inquire into the expediency of granting a pen- 
sion to James S. Hall, of Tennessee, and that the 
papers in the case be referred to the said com- 
mittee. 

Mr.CHANN, by thegeneral consent of the House, 
prsented the following resolution, which was 


agreed to: 


-^ Resolved, That the President be requested to 


communicate to this House a copy of the charges 
preferred by Dr. John Baldwin, a citizen of the 


Sate. of Louisiana, against Marmadaxe Bur- il 


being the day of publishing the said pamphlet. If 
not, on what day did his commission with said of- 
fice cease. i 
Mr. GIDDINGS demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend the rules; which having 


been ordered, were—yeezs 60, nays 102, as follows: 
YEAS—Meessrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Barnard, Bell, Bond, 
Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Clark, Cran- 
ston, Crockett, Edward Davies, Dawson, Deberry, ‘Dennis, 
Dellet, Evans, Gentry, Giddings, Goode, Graham, Graves, 
Green, Hall, William 8. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hunt, 
James, Chartes Johnston; Cave Johason, Kempshall, Lincoln, 
McCarty, Mason, Morgan, Calvary Morris, e, Osbarne, 
Paleu, Proffit, Randolph, Ridgway, Ruesell, Sergeant, Stade, 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Sianly, Storrs, Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Edward D, ‘White, 
Thomas W. Williams, and Lewis Williams—60., , 
NAYS8—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, Athèrlon; 
Banks, Beatty, Blackwell, Boyd, Briggs, Burke, Sam a. 
Buter, Bynum, Cart, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, rds, 
Coles, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William. R.. Cooper, Crab 
Craig, Crary, Cross, Cushing, Dana, Joha Davia, John. W. Da- 
vis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan; Easthan, Ely,’ Hveyett, 
Fine, Fletcher, Fioyd, Fornance, James Garland, Ripe Gayy, 
land, Gerry, Goggin, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hillen, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jamesop, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Lowell, Lucas, MoCletten, Me: 
Culloch, McKay, Mallory. Marchand, Miller, , Montanya Mont- 
gomer ? Nisbet, Parrish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Pren-. 
tiss, Ramsey, Rariden, Reynolds, Rheu, Edward: Rogers, 
James Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Jaka, 8mith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen weneyg 
Taylor, Francia Thomas, David D. Wagener, rset 
Weller, John White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry: Wil. 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and 
Wise—102. ee 
So the rules were not suspended. , 
The SPEAKER then called the committees for 
reports; when as f i 
MrAHËLLEN, from the Committee on Com- 


have read. _ D < 
Mr. CURTIS objected to its reception, on ‘the 
ground (as å question of order) that it was not the 
report of the majority of the committee—he him- 
self having been instructed by the majority of that 
committe to make a'report of a directly contrary’ 
character. - pee ne oe oe 
The report offered by the gefitléman ftom Maty- 
land [Mr. Hitten] had, Mr. C. said, opce” been: 
the report of the majority of the comimitter; but 
the vote had, subsequent to its adoption, aif before 
ihe report had been made to the House, bé¢o re- 
considered by the committee, in consequetite of ad- 
ditional information having been produced, and a 
large number of remonstrances’ having been re- 
ferred to the committee at a date subsequent to the 
adoption of the said report. ee a 
Mr. C. referred to the parliamentary law, (pike 
135 of the Manual,) where it is laid down that Të- 


| ports once passed by a committee cannot bè l- 


tered, except by the House, their votes bene, iitd-, 


ing upon them; and contended that this rule had no’ 
application, under that law, to the. standibg ¢om- 
mittees, but to the Committee of the Whote. Thè 


point was now presented wherher there’. couta. be 
two majority reports from the same conithittee, the 
one being direct y. adverse to thé other. ou 

Mr. HILLEN contended that the rédohyidera- 


acres a 
tion was a direct violation of the rules; that the 
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whole subjéct matter contained in the remons rances 
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spoken of had, in substance, been before the cow- 
mittee previous to the adoption of the report which 
he had offered; and that the proper course for the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Curtis] to have 
pursued, would have been to have heard it read, 
ane then to have moved its recommitment, offering 
as an argument in favor of the motion, that new 
testimony had been introduced—though, in fact, 
Mr. H. contended, no new testimony had been in- 
troduced, the committee having, in substance, the 
whole of it before them when they agreed upon 
report. 

Some explanations followed between Messrs. 
CURTIS and HILLEN as to the proceedings 
which took place in committee, and as to certain 
conversations which passed between them in rela- 
tion thereto. 

Mr. TOLAND submitted that the House had 
nothing to do with the proceedings in committee, 
and the only question for the House to decide was, 
whether, having taken a vote, the committe: had 
the power to reconsider it. The proposition was 
too plain, he thought, to need discussion. 


Mr. RUSSELL argued generally on the power | 
of the commiitee te reconsider, and insisted on their | 
right to do so. He had not concluded when, the | 


morning hour having expired, 
On motion of Mr. PROFFIT, 
The House passed to the orders of the day. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 


sage from the President of the United States in re- | 


tion to certain presents transmitted to him by the 
Sultan of Muscat, and suggesting legislative pro- 
vision for such cases. Referred, on motion of Mr. 
CUSHING, to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

[The message was published in the Senate pro- 
ceedings of yesterday. ] 

PRE-EMPTION BILL. 

The SPEAKER announced that the next busi- 
ness in order was the bill granting pre-emption 
rights to settlers on the public lands. The ques- 
tion immediately pending was the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. 
LincoLn, as follows: 

“ Strike out all after the word ‘extended,’ in the 
7th line of the 5th section, and insert— 

“To every actual settler on the public lands, 
being the head of a family, or over twenty-one 


years of age, who was in possession, and a house- | 


holder by personal residence thereon, at the time of 


passage of this act, and for four months next pre- | 


ceding, with the same exceptions, whether general 
or special, and subject to all the limitations and 
conditions contained in the above recited act, and 
with the explanatery provisions of the preceding 
sections: Provided, however, That the provisions of 
this act shall not give a right of pre-emption to any 
lands subject to sale by private entry at the time of 
the passage hereof: And provided, further, That the 
continuance hereby in force of the act to which 
this is supplemental, shall not be construed to ex- 
tend the time to any settler who has a right of pre- 
emption under that act, ia which to make his entry 
and payment for said land, and perfect his title 
thereto, but the same shall be done in the same 
time and manner as if this act had not been 
d.” 

Mr. LINCOLN then addressed the House at 
great length in opposition to the bill as it then 
stood, and in support of his amendment, which he 
considered would remove the objection. He took 
a general review of the past policy of the Govern- 
ment in relation to the principle of pre-emption; 
and although he was willing to leave that principle 
as it now stood, he could not consent to an exten- 
sion of it. He then examined tbe bill by sections, 
and with much earnestness contended that its ope- 
ration would be extremely unjust and unequal. In 
taking a review of all the laws passed on the sub- 
ject, he showec that every one of them required a 
previous residence on the land before the privilege 
was granted, but that this bill contained an entirely 


new principle, and gave the right to all such per- | 


sons who might be found on the land at the time of 
the passage of this act, without requiring any procf 
of previous residence. He regarded the bili as cal- 
culated to produce the most injurious results, and 
that it was an innovation of the legislation of for- 
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mer Congresses, containing in every section either 
an extension of old rights, or the ereation of new 
ones. 

At this stage of the remarks, the SPEAKER an- 
nounced that the House would, according to order, 


| take a recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. LINCOLN concluded his remarks in oppo- 
sition to the bill. His remarks will be published 
hereafter in full. 

Mr. WHITE said it was his conviction that the 
bill was calculated to encourage fraud and afford 
facilities for the commission of the most corrapt 
perjury. He thought it a measure of the most 
odious character, and fraught with the most in- 
jurious consequences. The tendency of the 
course of those who advocated it, was in direct 
opposition to the best interests of the country. 
The operation of the measure would be immoral, 
unconstitutional; it would diminish the revenue; 
and its provisions were such that he who had 
least honesty would make the most out of it. Mr. 
W. denounced the pre-emption settlers as in- 
truders, who had seized on the most eligible places 
when they had done nothing, nor encountered any 
of the dangers. They were in no fear, like the 
early settlers, from the Indians, for now there was 
a standing army beyond the limits of the Territory 
to protect them; yes, to protest these very in- 
traders. Had not the old States been taxed to pay 
for those Indian wars? And yet these intruders 
went and reaped all the benefit. If this measure 
was honest and fair, then he would vote 
for it; but if this bill were passed, it would 
encourage fraud between debtor and creditor, and 
its operation would be immoral, as the report of 
the public officer of Louisiana, just read, showed 
that perjury of the most unblushing character was 
invited. It was unconstitutional, because it was 
opposed to that clause of the Constitution which 
guarantied equal rights; and it was a robbery, be- 
cause it would take away that which belonged to 
others. Mr. W. illustrated the position he had 
taken at some lergth, and concluded by denouncing 
the bill as partial and unfair. He contended that 
such a subject, involving millions of the public 
money, ought not to be dealt with in this partial 
way. If we were to havea pre-emption law, let it 
be one of a permanent and impartial character. 

Mr. HUBBARD, having with some difficulty ob- 
tained the floor, said he would make a few remarks 
in reply to the opponents of the biil, afier which he 
woulu move the previous qnestion. He considered 
it due to the supporters of the bill, that some ex- 
planation should be made, to show how very weak 
the objections were which had been urged againstit. 

Mr. H. then examined the various exceptions 
taken by Messrs. Lincotn and Waite to the bill, 
and explained its intended operation. He said it 
was very natural that geatlemen not acquainted 
with the Wes‘ern country should start objections of 
that character; but to those who knew how matters 
really were, the bill could not fail to be satisfactory. 
He noticed and replied to all the objection seriatim, 
but the uproar in the Hall was so great that the 
Reporier failed in getting the argument. On con- 
cluding, however, Mr. H. claimed to have tri- 
umpbantly answered every objection, and that he 
had *‘squared off” with both the gentleman from 
Kentucky and the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
Mr. H., concluded by moving the previous ques- 


tion. ; 

Mr. HOWARD suggested that the House should 
adjourn and let the question be taken on the bill 
to morrow. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved that the House ad- 
journ; and on that motion 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama demanded the 
yeas and nays; which having been ordered, were— 
yeas 67, nays 87. : 

So the House resused to adjourn. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved a call of the House, 
and on that motion demanded the yeas and 
nays; which the Hcuse refused on count, yeas 47, 
nays 114. s 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered. 

Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays on 
the main questiog—which main question would be 


first on the adoption of the amendment of Mr. 
Linco.w, and then on ordering the bill to be en. 
grossed for a third reading. 

Mr. ANDREWS again moved that the House 
adjourn; which motion was disagreed to—yeas 55, 
nays 98. 

Mr. LINCOLN modified his amendment so ag 
to amend the bill, by striking out all after the 
word “extended” in the 7th line of the 5th section, 
andjinserting, “to every actual settler of the pub- 
lic lands, being the head of a family or over twenty- 
one years of age, who was in possession of a 
househoid, by personal residence thereon, at the 
time of the passage of this act, and from the first of 
April next preceding, with the same exceptions, 
whether general or special, and subject to all the 
limitations and conditions contained in the above 
recited act, and with the explanatory provisions of 
the preceding sections. Provided, however, that 
the provisions of this act shall not give a right of 
pre-emption to any lands subject to sale by private 


entry, at the time of the passage hereof. And 
‘ provided further, that the continuance hereby in 


force of the act to which this is supplimental, shall 


: not be construed so as to extend the time to any 


settler who hasa right of pre-emption under that 
act, in which to make his entry and payment for 
said land, and perfect his title thereto, but the 
same shail be done in the same time and manner as 
if this act had not been passed.” 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
adoption of the above amendment, were taken, and 
were—yeas 86, nays 97, as follows: 

YEAS--Messıs. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, Banks, 
Baker, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bynum, Cal. 
houn, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carter, 
Clark, Coles, Connor, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, 


Cranston, Crockeu,. Curtis, Garret Davis, Dawson, De- 
berry, Dennis, Dromguole, Edwards, Everett, Fisher, James 


| Garland, Rice Garland, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Gra- 


ham, Graves, Green, Griffin, Grinne!l, Habersham, Hall, Wm. 
S. Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Inl of North Carolina, Holmes, 
Hunt, Charles Johnston, Cave Johnson, Kempshall, King, 
Lincoln, Mason, Montgomery, Nisbet, Ogle, Oshorne, Ran. 
dolph, Rayner, Russell, Saltonstall, Samuels, Sergeant, She 
pard, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Sumter, Talia- 
ferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, Warren, Edward D. White, John White- 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—€6. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Beatty, Black- 
Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 
William O. Butler, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, 
William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cross, Cushing, 
Dana, John Davis, Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Duncan, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Galbraith, Hand, J. Hastings, 
Henry, Hillen, Holleman, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, 
Jameson, Keim, Kile, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Mar. 
chand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Samuel W. Morris, Parrish, 
Parmenter, Parris, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Proffit, Rameey, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Ed. Rogers, Ryall, Shaw, 
A. Smith, Tho. Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, 
Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, P. F. Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, and Henry Wil- 


- ia ms—97. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
The question then recuriing on ordering the bill 


! to engrossed for a third reading, 


Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were not ordered. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to reconsider the vote re- 
fusing the yeas and nays; and, after a few remarks 
by Messrs. WISE, R. GARLAND, BRIGGS, and 
TURNEY, the question. was taken and decided in 
the negative—ayes 197, noes 24. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; aud having been engrossed, and the 
question then being, “Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. BOYD demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. WISEsaid if he could be satisfied that this 
bill, if passed, would be for the benefit of the poor, 
aciual settler, he would vote fcr it. He would 
rather give the land to the poor settler for nothing, 
than sell the prime lands at $1 25 per acre. He 
said there were two definitions of the words poor 
settler; by one it was meant a «peculator; and by 
another definition in the vocabulary, it means some- 
times amember of Congress. He disclaimed ap- 
plying to any member of the present session, or 
any part, the definition of speculator, though he 
belisved, according to the vocabulary, such was 
one cf the definitions. 

Mr. CASEY demanded the previous question on 
the passage of the bill, which was seconded; and 
the main question having been erdered, it was ta- 


ken on the passage of the bill by yeas and nays, 


and resulted—yeas 126, nays 64, as follows: ; 
YEAS—Messsrs, Alford, J. W. Allen, H. J. Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, William 
B. Campbeil, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clark, 
Clifford, Mark A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, 
Crary, Crockett, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, John Davis, 
Garret Davis, Delle Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Galbraith, Rice Garland, Giddings, 


Goode, Green, Hard, John Hastings, Henry, Hilen, Holleman, | 


Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Cave Johnson, 
Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Mason, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Samuel W. Morris, Parish, Parmen- 
ter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pupe, Prentiss, Proffit, Ramsey, 
Rariden, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Edward Rogers, 
Ryall, Shaw, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, 
Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, 
Turney, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Ed- 
ward D. White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
Joæph L. Wilhams, and Christopher H. Williams—126. 
NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Banks, Baker, Bond, Botts, Briggs, 
Brockway, Calhoun, John Campbell, Coles, Connor, James 
Cooper, Cranston, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Edwards, Eve- 
rett, Fisher, James Garland, Goggin, Graham, Graves, Griffin, 
Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Wiliiam S. Hastings, Hawes, Haw- 
king, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Holmes, Chas. 


Johnston, Kempshall, King, Lincoln, Montgomery, Nisbet, 


Ogie, Osborne, Ranpolph, Rayner, James Rogers, Russell, Sal- | 


tonstal, Samuels, Sergeant, Shepard, Slade, Truman Smith, 


Btanly, Storrs, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, To- | 


land, Trumbull, Underwood, Warren, John White, Thomas W 
Williams, Lewis Williams, and Wise—46. 
So the bill was passed, ; 
On motion, the House then, at 9 o'clock, p. m. 
adjourned. ; 


IN SENATE, 
Werpnespar, May 27, 1840. 


- Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of Nathaniel | 


Niles for additional compensation for diplomatic 
services; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of the 
religious society of Friends, commonly called Qua- 
kers, of the States of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
and Delaware, praying the adoption of measures 
for the suppression of the African slave trade ua- 
der the American flag; which was laid on the table,. 
and ordered to be printed. ; 


Mr. B. also presented a memorial signed by the 
presiden's of the various insuraùce companies of 
Philadelphia, and otber citizens of Philadelphia, 
praying an appropriation for the repair of the 
wharf and piers at Port Penn; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. YOUNG presented four memorials signed 
by numerous citizens of Iilinois, praying a grant 
of public land for thz improvement of Rock river; 
which were ordered to Jie on the tabie, and be 

rinted. . 

Mr. WRIGHT presented four memorials, sign- 
ed by numerous inhabitants of the northern frontier 
of the United States, praying an appropriation for 
the construction o: a ship canal around the falls of 
Niagara. £ 


Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of Henry | 
B. Goodyear and cthers, praying a grant of land | 
for the purpose of forming a settlement on the | 


island of West Mattacumba, on the coast of Fio- 
rida; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. a 


Mr. D. also presented a memorial of cilizens of | 
Beaver county, Pennsylvania, praying the abolition | 
of slavery and the slave trade, the question on the | 


reception of which was, on motion by Mr. SE- 
VIER, laid on the table. 


Mr. YOUNG presented a petition for the release 


W. L. Mackenzie; and 


_Mr. NORVELL presen‘ed a similar petition; ! 


which were respéctively laid on the table. 
Mr. PIERCE, by direction of the Committee on 


Pensions, moved that leave be granted to that com- i 


mittee to sit during the ses:ions of the Senate. 


Mr. P. remarked that it would be much more 
agreeable to himself and the gentlemen asscciated 
with him to remain in their places, and at'end to 
the interesting debate now jn progress, that to de- 


vote themselves to the labors of a committee room. | 


But since the one hundred and twenty bills gran‘- 
ing pensions in individual cases came up from the 
House of Representatives in a single day, it had 
become perfectly obvious that they could not be- 
stow upon the claims the attention due alike to the 
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Goveinment and the claimants, without the indul- 
gence indicated. 

The questicn was then taken on granting the 
leave, and unanimously agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of General Duncan L. 
Clinch; : 

The bill to quiet the titles of several claimants to 


lands in the States of Missour: and Arkansas, and | 


for other purposes; 

The bili to authorize the Legislature of the State 
of Louisiana to sell the lands heretofore apprc- 
priated for the use of schools within that State; 

The bill to perfect the titles to lands south of the 
Arkansas river, held under New Madrid locations, 
and pre-emption righ‘s ander the act of 1814; 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trez- 
sury to refund the daties collected in the French 
ship Alexander; - 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the vole on the 
passage of the bill for the relief of Gen. Dancan L. 
Clinch was reconsideregi, and it wag then laid on the 
table. ii r 
The bill for the be 
tion of the city of Washingt 
its third reading. i 

Mr. ALLEN wishedomf information as to the 
character and objects of? thf institution for which 
so large an amount of the $ublic money was to be 
appropriated. i 

Afier some remarks, 
reply, ; 

Mr. ALLEN opposed the bill at some lerg-h. 
It was bestowing the money on‘an'association whcse 
objects and modes of action were entirely unknown 
to the Senate. 


Mr. HUBBARD said: I do not desire, for my- 
self, apy more information, to enable me to vote 
upon the bill before the Senate, than what the terms 
of the bill itself convey. I have heard it read— 
and that is enough for me. Tie bill directs the 
Commissioner of the Public Buildings to select 
from lots of land owned by the Genera! Govern- 
ment, in this city, and to appraise them, and to 
convey to the Howard Institution the lots thus ap- 
praised, to the valne of five thousand dollars, for 
the sole use and benefit of said institutioa: in other 
words, the bill proposes to take of the public pro- 
perty the amount of five thousand dollars, and to 
give the same to a private, lccal corporation, 
within the city cf Washington. Now, sir, I ut- 
terly deny the power of Congress to take from the 
public Treasury the property of the whole people, 
and to bestow the same, in charity, to any private 
individual or to any public institution. This Go- 
vernment was organized for no such object—ihe 
Con:titution has imparted to Congress ne such au- 
thority. If a proposition was made to take a like 
sum from the Treasury, and to grant it to a similar 
institwion within my own State, it would strike 
every member of the S-nate, as it should do, with 
utter astonishment. To take the money of the 
whole people—to abstract any portion of the pub- 
lic funds, and give to any private association, 
within this District—cannot fail to excite in my 
mind equal astonishment. We have had these ap- 
peals made to Congre-s over and over again. We 
have been told so often of the noble genercsily of 
the original proprietors, in granting the alternate 
lots of this city to the General Government, that 
the story has become stale and _ unprofita- 
ble. What would thee Jots have been 
worth to those same proprietors, if this 
p'ace had not been established as the capital 
of the Federal Government. What has Congress 
done for this city, and for this Distric? I will not, 
on this occasion, attempt to state. But I should 


fit of t 


Howard Institu- 
, Was taken upon 


cm Mr. MERRICK in 


like to see an honest account stated between the: 


Treasury and the District of Columbia. I would 
like to learn if there rests the least obligation on 


‘the part of this Government, on account of what 


has been so often called the generous liberality of 
the original proprietors of this city. Sir, we are in 
error upon this whole matter. We have paid for 
every public square now owned by the Govern- 
ment—a price per acre beyond its value at the time 
of the locat:on of the seat of Government. We 
have, it is true, received the alternate lots without 
price. But, sir, need. I argue to this Senate that 
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sucha donation, in point of interest, was the best 
bargain that ever those proprietors could have 
made, for themselves or for the District? There are 
two sides to this account; and if Senators have not 
already made themselves acquainted with all the 
facts, they shou!d do it, before they suffer them- 


. Selves to be influenced by the consideration that 


the General Government are under pecuniary obli- 
gations to this city, and to the original grantors of 
this public property. Before they yield their as- 
sent to the assertion that we are indebted for favors 
already received, let the account be stated—let it 
be known what has been expended by the Govern- 
ment for this District, and what has been received 
into the Treasury for property ceded to the United 
States. I should be pleased to know what amount 
of the public money has already been expended for 
the exclusive use and benefit of this city, and of 
this District. Such an exhibit will show that, un- 
less I am altogether mistaken, more than two mil- 
lions of dollars for the uses of this District, has 
been drawn from your Treasury, beyond its re- 
ceipts from the amount of property ceded by its in- 
habitants. : 
No man more sincerely commends the object in 
which these charitable ladies have embarked than I 
do. They are not confined to this District—they 
exert an influence over every part of the country. 
No man can be more willing than myself, accord- 
ing to my means, to aid such praiseworthy efforts 
—they are the appropriate objects for the exercise 
of individual charity. But Congress, the represen- 
lative power of the States and of the people, can- 
net, consistent with a faithful discharge of its pub- 
lic trusts, turn a favorable ear to memorials of this 
description. For it seemed to be undeniably true, 
that if Congress can pass this bill, it can make si- 
milar donations for like purposes in any other por- 
tion of the confederacy. Iam, therefore, op 
to the bill upon principle; and I shall’ feel myself 
called upon to give such a vote whenever occasion 
shall require it. te 


Mr. HENDERSON insisted that, as Congress 
was the exclusive legislature of this distriet, ‘they. 
were imperatively bound to make provision for the 
poor of the District. He also characterized the in~ 
elitution as one of peculiar worth, giving employ- 
ment to females, for the noble purpose of saving 
them from the necessity and unavoidable mortifica-- 
tion of throwing themselves and their families 
wholly on public charity. a 

Mr. MERRICK (as a reply to Mr. ALLEN) read 
the memorial of this institation, in which its parti- 
cular doings were clearly set forth, and in which it ` 
was stated that they were now rendering their’ 
most important assistance to ninety-two different 
families. a f , 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut spoke at mush 
length in opposition to the bill. i 

Mr. LUMPKIN said it was rather a matter of _ 
surprise, to contemplate the various channels or’ 
modes of reasoning by ‘which the’ human mind, in 
different petsons, arrived at conelusions on the 
same subject, and with the same evidence presented 
for the consideration of all. At almost every session 
of Congress, large appropriations of money have 
been made and expended for the benefit and com- 
fort of the people of the District of Columbia; as 
well-as that of the members of Congress, officers 
of Government, and citizens of the Union gene- 
rally. We appropriate money for the improve- 
ment of the streets and avenues of this city; to 
construct bridges, railroads, and canals; to build 
penitentiaries and jails; to aid colleges and hospi- 
tals; to alleviate the calamities of sufferers by fire; 
and last, though not least, vast sams have been 
expended to beautify and ornament the extensive 
pleasure grounds contiguous to this Capitol, and 
the other public buildings in this city. 

Yes, sir, millions have been expended in the 
manner suggested, and with but feeble, if any, op- 
position by those who now so zealously oppose 
humble and modest proposition to allow the guar- 
dians of the poor and suffering widows and orphans 
ot this place to make a judicious application of five 
thousand dollars’ worth of the waste and useless is 
belonging to the Government in this city. Theo 
ject of the bill on your table is not to are ar the 
money for the daily and direct subsistence of the 
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indigent, but to afford the means to intelligent, judi- 


cious, and benevolent individuals, to establish an 
jastitotion, under such rules and regulations as 
may afford the meang of giving employment to the 
safieriag poor ef this city. Many, very many 

rsons in this city, are in abject poverty, often in 
an actual state of suffering, who could aud would 
earn a reasonable subsistence, if they had employ- 
ment suited to their ability to perform. It is to pro- 
vide for such cases, and under such regulations as 
T have stated, that this bill has been presented to 


the Senate by the Committee on the District of Co- - 


lambia. 
As regards the constitutional right of Congress 
to allow these useless lots of the Government to be 
- applied to the benefit of the suffering poor of this 
city, to the widow, the fatherless, and the orphan, 
allow me to say, Mr. President, that when the gen 
tlemen who oppose this bill with so much zeal, on 
constitunonal ground, wiil show me the clause of 
the Constitution usder which they claim the Tight 
to make the various appropriations to which I have 
adverted, and to be applied to the purpose3 which 
I have suggested, I will, in the very same clause of 
the Constitution, show them the authority, in terms 
equally explicit, to author.ze the passage of this 
bill, I will not be deterred, sir, from giving my 
vote for this bill by the cry of mad dog. I vote for 
this. bill with much more pleasure and cheerfaloess 
than I could vote for the vast sums which have 
been. expended to ornament and beautify the ex- 
tensive public grounds 
building. I hepe I may not be considered destitute 
of taste to enjoy 
provement, when 
comfort and happiness depend much more upon 
seeing happy and comfortable human beings 
arogad me, than any ornamental improvement 
whatever. Sir, suffering humanity makes the 
steengest appeal to the human breast. Who can 
enjoy comfort, and be happy, while the suffering 
orphan, and care worn mother, are destitute of 
food and raiment? 

"Mr. President, Congress is the only law making 
pn which the people of this District can 

bok. Here, sir, we have.the power of exclusive 
legislation. We have listened to and respected the 
wishes of many of the wealthy and influental citi- 
zens of this District. Their petitions are attended to 
Shall we then, sir, turn a deaf ear to the cry of p-- 
Dury and want? Shall the poor pittance which this 
bill extends to the humblest objects of our species, 
become the great subject to-base our Constitutional 
arguments upon? Are we, the constitutional repre- 
sentatives, of this people, to deny ourselves the 
right of exercising the common feel: ngs of humani- 
ty? Do not all Christian legislators, under all 
forms of Government, legislate with special care 
for te helpless? 

Mr. President, as a member of the Comm.tice on 
the Disttict of Columbia, the cries of this people 
have reached my ear. I feel that they are a por- 
tion’ of Pmy constituents—a portion Jamentably 
neglected—often reproached when they deserve 
sympathy. Congress. brings upon this people vast- 
ly more evils than benefits, All thatjmay be right- 
fully done for the suffering poor should no longer 
be néglected, and I trust this bill will receive the sanc- 
tioh of a majority of the Senate, notwithstanding 
the zeal with which it has been opposed. 

_ Mr. HUBBARD, in reply, said that according to 
the doctrine of the distinguished Senator from Geor- 
gia, Congress should be considered as a great elee- 
mosynary institution for the purpose of dispensing 
public and private charities. Sir, never in the 
course of my life have I been more surprised than 
I have at the declared opinion of my honorable 
friend upon the subject of the power and duties of 
Congress, under the Federal Constitution, in rela- 
tion to this particular matter. What! sir, is Con- 
gress to beeome the great dispenser of charities? 
‘Was that the purpose for which this Government 
was formed? And does that clause of the Federal 
Constitution which gives authority to exercise ex- 
clusive legislation in all cases over the District of 
Columbia, impose upon Congress the obligation to 
endow the charitable institutions. of this District? 
Does that clause furnish a sufficient warranty to 
Congress to take from the public chest the people’s 


around this magnificent | 


the beaaties of ornamental im- | 
I assure the Senate that my daily | 


money for encouraging and patronizing the chari- 
table efforts of individuals, or of associations, here 
or elsewhere? No, sir; no. From such a quarter, 
little indeed did I expect to find an advocate for 
the measure now before the Senate, and for kindred 
objects. Is the Senator aware to what extent his 
doctrine will carry him? If Congress can pass 
this bill under the author.ty conferred by the clause 
in the Constitution to which I have referred, thea, 
sir, | would ask if it has not the power to enter the 
almshouse of this: District, and to provide the 
ways and the means of supporting the occupants of 
that resort of public charity? If ithas power to 
pass this bill, it has power to provide fir the sup- 
port of all the paupers, not only of this District, but 
also of the States. 

If it has power to do this with the treasure of 
the whole country, it has the power to relieve the 
people of this District from every description of 
taxation. It can make their highways, and adorn 
their cities. And if the public money can be ap- 
propriated for the support of the public paupers, 
it can provide the means for the support of. the 
public schools of the District. There is nothing 
within the wide range of District expenditure, but 
what Congress can, with the money of the whole 
people, adequately provide for. I protest against 
ail such latitudinarian doctrines. They are not, 


in my jadgment, to be sustained by the letteror | 


the spirit of the Constitution, under which we live, 
and by which we profess to be governed, 

This very morning, it was proposed to make a 
disposition of the public funds, for the benefit of 
the late sufferers at Natchez. A few days since, a 
bill was before the Senate, appropriating the trifling 
sum of three hundred thousand dollars for building 
a railroad from this city to Alexandria, Will the 
Senator from Georgia give his aid to those pro- 
jects? Would he be wi ling to appropriate, from 
the public Treasury, even the small sum of five 
thousand dollars, {or any chariiable purpose, in my 
own, or in his own State? I hope not, sir. Ican 
go for no such appropriations I would oppose 
this as I would oppose the appropriation for cen- 
structing the contemplated railroad to Alexandria. 
I would oppose them because Congress possess not, 
in my judgment,the constitutional right to makesuch 
grants. As the trustees of the people, it would be an 
unwarrantab'e use of the trust fund to appropriate 
it for any object not connected with the interest of 
the cestui que trust. Our business is, cr it should be, 
to legislate for the who'e country. We can draw 
on the Treasury for the support of the General 
Government. We havea clear right to appropri- 
ale the public money for any objects connected 
with the general defence of the country. But, sir, 


I deny that Congress has any constitutional right | 
to take a dollar from the funds of the whole coun- | 


try, to construct a read in one place, or to builda 
church in another. What earthly power under the 
Constitation, does Congress possess to make these 


local and sectional improvements? None, sir, none. | 


Entertaining these views, I shall vote against this, 
and every kindred measure. The Senator from 
Georgia finds a justification, in his judgment, for 
the vote which he intends to give upon this bill, 
in the fact that such appropriations have heretc- 
fore been made. This is true, sir, and made upon 
precisely the same plea that is now urged for this 
measure. But are we to look to precedents to settle a 
constitutional power? Precedents in the legislation 
of Congress can be found for every thing, and the 
misfortune is, that they are too frequently used 
against the Government. Prece ents may be found 
for and against appropriations of a local character. 
Forsome they prove every thing, for others they 
prove nothing; they are sometimes urged in favor 
of a wished for appropriation; they are at 
other times cited against particular measures. 
The Senator asks for the authority to appro- 
priate the public money to adorn and im- 
prove these public grounds. My answer is that 
these grounds and buildings are a portion of the 
public property; and it is clearly within the power 
of Congress to improve the public grounds and | 
buildings as they may think expedient. 

It is confined to their discretion; that discretion 
may have been abnsed, but the power cannot be | 


doubted. But where isthe justice in comparing i 


appropriations for the improvement of the public 


grounds and publie buildings, with the appropria- 


tions contained in the bill now before the Senate? 
Does it follow, that because Congress had the power 
to appropriate the public money for the improve- 
ment of the property of the Government; does 
it follow that, becauseit can alter, enlarge, or 
adorn the public buildings tosuit the convenience 
of Congress, and according to its own discretion, 
itean take the funds of the nation to build a 
church in one place, anda railroad in another? No, 
sir; the premises warrant no such conclusions. 
My great object is to keep within the pale of our 
authority, and to save the Administration from the 
charge of wasteful and profligate expenditure, by 
preventing at least appropriations not warranted by 
the Constitution. 

Mr. President, in opposing this bill, I am doing 
only what I feel constrained, from a sense of pub- 
lic duty, todo. I can only again repeat, that the 
enterprise is well worthy of those who have so ge- 
nerously and so benevolently employed their best 
energies inthe prosecution of the object; but that 
consideration is not sufficient to justify me in giv- 
ing to this measure my support. 

Mr. HENDERSON al'eged that there was not 
a State in the Union which did not make legisla- 
tive provision for the poor. He would not say that 
it was right to get the means from other States; but 
he would say that Congress had the same right to 
appropria'e public Jands in this District for the sup- 
port of its poor that any State could have to appro- 
priate i's lands fora similar object. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said, if this was a viola- 
tion of the Constitution, the Constitution was very 
often violated, by grants for hospitals and other 
establishments, as well as fer public improvements 
in the District. But what was the Constitution? 
It gave exclusive legislation over the District to 
Congress. Was this intended to be a cold, heart- 
less, unfeeling, unpitying legislation? Was it de- 
signed that the Government should be kindly, pa- 
rental, sympathizing, merciful, or was it to bea 
Government which was to act for the benefit of it- 
self, and to bear down on those governed, without 
regard to their happiness, unfeeling, merciless, ty- 
rannical? Congress might exercise its power; but 
must be cautious to exercise it without charity, and 
without contributing to the happiness and prosperi- 
ty of the people, thus making them exiles from all 
the benefits of a just and liberal Government! The 
States all provided for their pcor, and it was 
equally the duty of this Government to provide for 
the poor of this District. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he was familiar with the 
clause in the Constitution to which the Senator 
from Kentucky has referred, and as he has re- 
quested, I will willirgly give my opinion of the 
extent of the power thereby conferred upon Con- 
gress. Itis true, according to the express terms of 
that instrument, “that Congress shall have power 
to exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases what- 
soever, over such district (not exceeding ten miles 
square) as may, by-consent of particular States, 
and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat 
of ine Government of the United States; and to ex- 
ercise like authority over all places purchased by 
the consent of the Legislature of the State in which 
the same shall be, for the erection of forts, maga- 
zines, arsenals, dock yards, and other needful 
buildings.” Under this power, Congress can esta- 
blish a civil and a criminal code of laws for this 
District. It can grantacts of incorporation; itcan 
establish a general system of taxation for the use 
of this District. Itean do these things; but it can- 
not, by virtue of the power thus conferred, tax the 
inhabitants of Alexandria for the exclusive benefit 
of the city of Washington. It cannot compel the 
city of Georgetown to support the poor, to make 
the highways, or to bear exclusively the burdens of 
the other two cities of this District. Under this 
clause, Congress has no power to levy a direct tax 
upon the peop'e of my State, or of any other State, 
to be appropriated for the benefit of this Dis- 
trict. It has no power to withdraw from 


| the general fand—a fund collected from the 


whole people, any portion to be expended.on loeal 
objects within this District. It has no power to 
build schoot-houses, erect churches, make rail- 


roads, bestow charities, support the poor, or to edu- 
cate the ehildren in this city at the charge of the 
whole country. There exists no more power to 
make such an appropriation of the common fund 
within this District, than to make a similar appro- 
ptiation within any particular section of any State 
of the Confederacy. Congress has power to legis- 
late for this District; but its inhabitants are bound, 
under that legislation, to adopt their own municipal 
regulations at their own proper charge. They are 


bound jast as much to provide for the support of | 
their own poor, and for the education of their own | 


children, as are the counties, towns, 
of the respective States. 

The Senator has asked whether New Hampshire 
does not provide, by its legislation, for the supoort 
of her paupers; and whether Congress has not the 
same power, and the same duties, in relation to this 
District, that the Legislature of that State has in re- 
lation to her towns. Unquestionably. And what 
power has the Legislature of New Hampshire over 
the people of that State? It can pass general laws; 
itcan prescribe the duties of towns; it can impose a 
system of taxation; but, sir, I deny that the Legis- 
lature of New Hampshire has the power to compel, 
by its legislation, a single town to bear the burdens 
of the other towns—a single county to bear 
the bardens of the other counties. 
deny that New Hampshire, or any other State 
of this Union, can appropriate from the common 
fund, the means drawn from the whole people of 
the State, to support the schools, the paupers and 
the highways of any particular town or of any par- 
ticular section, to the exclusion of the other por- 
tions of the State. My own State has no constitu- 
tional power to levy a tax upon the people of my 
own town—to build houses of charity in, or to sup- 
port the unfortunate and the poor, of another town. 
And this is my objection to this bill; by direct or 
indirect taxation you have drawn from the people 
of my State a portion of the public fands—you have 
no constitutional right to appropriate that portion 
for the accomplishment of any local object in tbis 
District. 

Mr. President, Ihave no doubt that that this 
bill will pass, and I have as little doubt that ano- 
ther bill fwill pass taking three hundred thousand 
dollars from the Treasury to construct a railroad 
to Alexandria. These things have been done, and 
they will be done again. I am perfectly aware of 
all this; and I am aware, also, that I am perform- 
ing a thankless office in oppesing this bill—that by 
my untiring Opposition to these measures I am ren- 
dering myself pecu'iarly obnoxious to the people of 
this District. 

But, sir, these consequences J must hear. And 

‘can assure the Senator from Kentucky, 
that it is from a conscientious conviction, (after the 
most careful examination of the whole matter) 
that Congress possesses not the power to make 
these appropriations, that has induced and will 
induce, me inthe discharge of my bcunden duty 
to my constituents, to oppose these measures, so 
long as F shall have the honor of a seat in the 
Senate of the United States. With one additional 
remark, I will resume my seat. Let the doctrines 
which have been avowed this day on this floor be 
carried out, and the time is not far distant when 


and parishes 


We shall not. only bave to provide support for 


all the paupers of this District, but we shall have to 
provide also for the support of the schools—the 
‘highways and byways”—and for all other bur- 
dens to which the District is sabject. All that I 
desire is, that I may be permitted to manifest my 
determined opposition, by recording my nay to this 


Mr. CRITTENDEN would ask the Senator 
whether Congress did not bear the same relation to 
this District that the State Legislatures did to their 
respective States? 

Mr. HUBBARD. Precisely. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. And I understand that 
New Hampshire provides for her poor. 

Mr. HUBBARD. Yes; but at the expense of 


the Tespective towns, and not out of the public 
Treasury. 


Mr: CRITTENDEN. Bat is it not in the power ` 


of the Legislature to do it 


J either way, by tewns, by 
ceunties, or by the whole 


State, out of the State 


I utterly | 
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Treasury? Thatis the question. 
vision, made by law; a governmental chaiity. 
And if it is true that the States have this power, 
and Congress has not, what is the consequence? 
The poor of this District are actursed by law and 
Constitution. The gentleman says they are still 
entitled to individual charity. And so they are all 


z 


GLOBE. 


It is a Stat2 pro- 


| over the world. They ask thegentlemanasa legisla- 
; tor for bread, and he gives them, not a stone, but 


his blessing, and that is all. 
Mr. MERRICK presented, and partly read, the 
act of incorporation of the Howard Institution, (in 


, reply to Mr. Atten and Mr. Hussarp, who had 


called it unincorporated.) He also showed that 


- Congress had granted $25,000 to the Columbian 


College, $25,000 to Georgetown College, and 
$10,000 each to two orphan asylums, (in reply to 
Mc. Hussard, who had argued, a fortiori, that if 
Congress had the power of charity they had the 
power of education.) 

The bill was passed by yeas and nays, as fol- 
lows: . À 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, 
King, Knight, Lian, Lumpkin, Merrick, Norvell, 


| Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Smith of Indi- 


| ana, Sturgeon, Talimadge, Walker, Wall, Web- 


| ster, White, and Young—26. 
N 


YS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Gal- 


| houn, Clay of Alabama, Grundy, Hubbard, Mou- 


ton, Nicholas, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Tappan, Wright 


—17. 
GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States. The question being 
on Mr. Watv’s substitute for the bill— 

Mr. STRANGE said, as no one appeared now 
disposed to speak, he would offer his proposed 
amendments to the substitute. 

Mr. WALL remarked that the bill and substi- 
tute proposed two different systems of bankruptcy, 
and he thought it best to decide firston one of 
them, as the groundwork of all future amend- 
ments. 

Mr. NORVELL said he could not vote for 
either in i's present form, and he therefore hoped 
the Senator from North Carolina would persist in 
now offering his amendment to the substitute. 

Mr. STRANGE now offered his first amend- 
ment, which was understood to extend the opera- 
ration of the substitute to all classes of persons, 
expressly. 

Mr. S. said the popular meaning of the term 
bankruptcy extenced, he believed, at the adoption of 
the Censtitution, to all classes; and the popular 
meaning was to be taken, rather than the tech- 
nical. 

Mr. WALL argued against this doctrine, as 
leading to the worst acd most inconsistent conse- 
quences. 

A long debate followed, in which Mr. WALL 
Mr. STRANGE, and Mr. WALKER participated; 
and without taking the question, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, May 27, 1840. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order was the proposition of the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. Houten] to make a 
report from the Committee on Commerce, accom- 
panied by a bill for a repeal of the act of 1837, 
regulatiog pilots; and to the reception of which re- 
port the gentleman from New York (Mr. Corris] 


| objected. 


Mr. KUSSELL, who was entitled to the floor, 
cited an instance in which a report of a committee 
was reconsidered, the one objecting being the.only 
person who voted against the motion to reconsider. 
The Manual, it is true, says that no vote of a com- 


+ mittee can be altered except by a vate of. the 


House. This rule in, the. Manual was adopted 
sume 233 years ago by the British Parliament, and 
now it was alleged that it was binding on the com- 
mittees of this House. Mr. R. went into a history 
of the manner in which Mr. Jefferson compiled 


i the Manual. When compiling it, he connected 
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all the propositions which had existed for the go- 
vernment of the British Parliament, and borate 
governed the action of the committees of that body. 
There was no such thing as standing committees’ 
in that body at the time this Tule was adopted. 
There was but one Committeé of the Whole, and: 
committees to which special reference was made, 
and no standing sommittees, He therefore argued 
that that feature in the Manual was not applicable 
to the standing committees of the House. He 
also inferred, from the terms of the resolation 
adopting the Manual for the government of the 
House, that that rule in the Manual was not appli- 
cable to the standing committees, but the Commit- 
tees of the Whole only. He argued that no good, 
but great injury, might result, if the power in the 
committee to reconsider be denied to the House. ` 
Mr. RANDOLPH considered the argument that 
a standing committee had no power to reconsider a 
vote, was absurd. He went on to show that such 
a course would lead to the most embarrassing re- 
sults, and, by way of illustration, supposed a num- 
ber of cases, where a denial of the power tò reton- 
sider would lead to the most absurd legistation. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE thought it highly desirable 
that this subject should be settled, so as to establish, 
in future, a uniform rule for the action of commit- 
tees. He examined at some length the arguments 
for and against the right of a committee to recon- 
sider its vote, and contended that there was no par- 
liamentary or other authority by which such a 
course could be pursued. It was clear that a com- 
mittee was bound by its own acts, and could 
not reconsider an order once made. 2 f 
In case of any difficulty arising from ‘the i 
sentation of additional evidence, after a report iad” 
been made, such difficulty might always be obyt’ 
ated by arecommitment. Mr. D. alluded tothe’ 
parliamentary law of 1607, which decided that’s 
committee was, and must be, bound ‘by its own 
vote; and gentlemen could not explain away that 
law. In the course of his remarks, he denied the 
power of a standing committee to: keep a journal,“ 
or to evade questions, by laying them on the table. 
He ccntended that a committee was bound to de- 
cide on all subjects referred to it,either for or against. 
Mr. TILLINGHAST argued that, from the cir- 
cumstance of no standing committees having ex-" 
isted at the time this rale in the Manual was’ 
adopted by the British Pafliament to regulate the | 
Committee of the Whole, and special com-- 
mittees of that body, it was, never contemplated’ 
when the Manual was adopted as á part of the 
rules of the House, that that ‘pripciple in the 
Manual should apply to the. staxiding committees, 
but merely to the Committees of the Whole. The 
morning hour having expired before Mr. T. con- 
cluded, , : a A er EED 
Mr. ATHERTON called for the orders of the 
day; before the House passed to which, however, 
Mr. SERGEANT, on leave, made a statement’ 
in relation to the memorial presented om Monday 
by Mr. Apams, complaining of official, miscomduct, 
on the part of Judge McLean, and which had been 
referred to the Judiciary Committee, of which Mr. 
S. is chairman. . Peres N > 
Mr. S. said it would be remembered ihat a few 
days ago, the honorable member from Massachu- 
setts had presented a memorial from a citizen of 
that State, making certain charges, if very grave 
language, against the conduct of Judge McLean, 
while acting on the Ohio circuit. The committee 
thought it due to the judicial character, to the 
bench, to the public, and to the memorialist. him-. 
self, to give this matter an attentive and as early a 
consideration as possible; more particularly as the 
memorial had been presented diel See of as 
much authority as any in the House, although, 
that gentleman had stated that he bad at first con- 
siderable doubts as to, the propriety of presenting it; 
but as it had now been presented, it deserved the 
immediate consideration which the committee had 
unanimously concluded to give it. Farther, the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts did not, for the mei 
praiseworthy motives, :tsk that the memorial ener 
be printed, or even read. . This was to be regre si 
as, had the. memorial been read, the coD r hea? 
unanimously of opinion that the House, josion 
ing it, would have come te as same CONGREIOR | 
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that-of the commnittes, viz: that the memorial ought 
not to beentertained. After the reference, the com- 
mittee proceeded to its consideration as speedily as 
possible, and they had had already two meetings. 
On the first meeting they deliberately considered 
the case of the complainant on his own statement, 
unaccompanied by any sort of evidence on which 
the slightest reliance could be placed. At the se- 
cond meeting of the committee that morning there 
_were seven members present, and they had unani- 
mously come to the conclusion, without any hesita- 
tion, after considering the whole ca-e, that upon the 
petitioner’s own statement, there was nothing to 
justify even an inquiry into the conduct of Judge 
McLean. Now the particulars of the charges, and 
the remarks made on the presentation of the me- 
morial, had gone forth to the country, and might 
occasion a pause in the public mind as to the confi- 
dence reposed in that officer, and in the Court of 
which he was a member; and as this was the case, 
the committee had thought right to instruct him to 
make this statement. The report could not be pre- 
pared immediately; therefore, the committee con- 
sidered ita matter of justice that a statement of 
what the report would be should be made without 
delay, so that any unfavorable impression un the 
public mind might be removed. 

The memorial was one of a singular character, 
but perhaps, however, not different from what 
might have been expected from a disappointed liti- 
gant, who thought he had much at stake in the 
suit, and who had failed to gain hisend. Under 
such circumstances, and in this state of excitement, 
there could be no doubt but that much allowance 
ought to be made for the contumacious language of 
the petition. This was the judgment pronounced 
against the judge; and it struck him, that of all the 
judgments in the world, that of a defeated litigant 
in his own cause, and in his own behalf, was the 
least entitled to consideration. Nevertheless, the 
petitioner had made an issue in law between him- 
self and the judge, and had assumed what the mo- 
tives of the judge were, without any evidence. He 
had charged the judge with error, and gross cor- 
ruption and ignorance. 

In this way he had gone on to make no less than 
eighteen specifications, and had named them ‘‘Cor- 
ryptiva No. 1, Corruption No.2, Corraption No. 
3, etc.” filling out the whole eighteen specifications 
with “ignorance” and “corruption.” Thus these 
heavy charges were made upon no better founda- 
ticn than the assertion of a defeated litigant, who 
had undertaken to say the judge had decided wrong. 
And with this he had produced an allegation that, 
right or wrong, the judge had delayed his case, and 
thus deprived him of an opportunity of appealing 
to the Supreme Caurt of the United States, without 
which appeal he was to beruined. In making 
those grave charges without any evidence, the pe- 
titioner rested them on most important principles in 
the rules of the court, which rules, he admits, he had 
no opportunity of seeing, and of which he does not 
pretend to have any knowledge. He merely as- 
sumes what the rule of the circuit court is; and while 
he admits that he does not know it, he rests his 
charges on what he ¢hinks it is, and that the judge 
has not acted in accordance toit. This, however, 
was contrary to fact, as the rule was in accordance 
with the decision of the judge. He wouid repeat, 
that while there ought to be much allowance for 
the excitement of a defeated litigant, yet it was 
very difficult to account for the extraordinary reck- 
lessness of the memorialist in making charges 
against the judge so foul as these were. Mr.S. 
concluded, by stating that his only object in mak- 
ing the statement was to have it known as early as 
possible, that the committee were unanimous in 
the opinion that there was no foundation for the 
charges of the memorialist, nor wax there any 
thing in the slightest degree calculated to affect the 
cofidence reposed in Judge McLean. 

Mr. ALFORD of Georgia moved a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which the House had, last eve- 
ning, passed the pre-emptson bill. 

. Mr. A. proceeded to support his motion, profess- 
ing himself a friend to the principle of pre-emption, 
if confined to the bona fide settler, as was done in 
the early pre-emption bills; but a bill like that 
which bad so hastily been carried through the 
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. House, he could consider as nothing else than a bill 


to give the public domain to the new States. Ital- 
lowed any person, young or old, black or white, 
who was on the land when the bill passed, to ob- 
tain a pre-emption right. Sc, if a man had eigh- 
teen children, (no uncommon number for a West- 
ern family,) he wou!d get, virtually, eighteen pre- 
emptian rights. Mr. A. adverted to the great 
anxiety which had been manifested to rush the bill 
through the House, without explanation, or even 
an attempt to defend it; for, as to the speech of the 
gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Huszarp,] it only 
made confusion worse confounded, and seemed ra- 
ther to conceal the real merits of the bill from the 
House. Mr. A. considered the public domain as 
gone, unless the House should reirace its steps. 
He called more particularly upon Southern gen- 
tlemen to look at the effects of this bill—this land 
stealer’s bill—for robbing the poor settler, for the 
benefit of the speculator. The bili was such, that 


it would, before another Congress, throw allthe |. 


choice lands of the West into the hands of specu- 
lators. The public demain, from which so great a 
portion of the revenue had hitherto been drawn, 
would then be gone for little or nothing; and then 
how was that deficiency in the Treasury to be sup- 
plied, except by an increased tariff? He called 
upon every honest man upon the floor to help him 
in getting a reconsi’eration; for it was one of the 
most shameful and abominable measures that had 
ever been introduced into the House. 

Instead of benefitting the hardy pioneer, who 
went with his axe on his shoulder to cut down 
trees, and build him a home in the wilderness, this 
bill gave to the speculator every chance of stealing 
the land away from the honest settler. Every one 
must have observed the manifest uneasiness there 
was to get the bill through; and if its supporters 
were not conscious that it was wrong, whence was 
there so much haste—so much anxiety to stop all 
debate by the previous question? What would be 
the consequence? Why, before another Congress, 
he would repeat, that the whole public domain 
would be swallowed up by speculators, when it 
would be then too late to repeal thelaw. He 
called upon gentlemen to pause, ere it was ton late, 
and to join with him in reconsidering the vote, so 
so that these obnoxious portions of it might be 
amended. If they refused, the poor man must be 
defrauded, and driven from his home, by these 
hordes of land stealers and wealthy robbers; for he 
would give his word that, for the next six months, 
this bill would give rise to the formation of more 
land companies than had ever existed before, who 
would swallow up all the best lands, to the exclu- 
sion of the poor, honest seltler. 

Mr. JAMESON inquired of the Crain whether 
the bill was now in possession of the House, or had 
been sent te the Senate? 

The CHAIR replied it had gone to the Se- 
nate. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana then made a point of or- 
der, insisting that as the bill was not in possession 
of the House, it was too late for the House to re- 
consider it. 

The CHATR overruled the objection. 

Mr. ALFORD proceeded for some time, when 

Mr. SMITH renewed the question of order, and 
read a precedent to confirm his v ew. 

Mr. ALFORD said he hoped the bill would be 
sent for. 

The CHAIR insisting on its decision that the mo- 
tion to reconsider was in order, 

Mr. SMITH took an appeal. 

Mr. ALFORD spoke to order, and insisted on 
the right of the House to reconsider, let the bill be 
where it might. 

Mr. LEET was in favor of sustaining the deci- 
sion of the Cxatr; and after some remarks on the 
question of order, he moved the previous question 
on the appeal. 

The previons question having been seconded, 
and being about to be put, 

Mr. SMITH withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. PETRIKIN renewed it. 

Much confusion here arose, but at length Mr. 
P. was suffered to speak in support of this mo- 
tion, which he did, insisting that the first thing to 
to be done was to send for the bill before it could 


be reconsidered. Possibly the bill had been sent to 
the President for his signature. 

Mr. TILLLINGHAST spoke to the question of 
order, contending that the right to reconsider was a 
constitutional right of the House, which nothing 
could take away. Though the Senate might have 
sent away the bill, and though the President might 
have signed it, if the House reconsider the vote on 
the passage within the time allowed by the rule, 
the bill would remain a nullity; it would be of no 
effect; in a word, it would not be a law. 

Mr. WISE suggested to Mr. ALFORD to move 
that the bill be sent for. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, after some prelimina- 
ry remarks, moved the previous question on the 
appeal. 

The motion was seconded, put, and carried, and 
the main question being on sustaining the decision 
of the CHAIR, 

Mr. CRABB demanded the yeas and nays; but 
the House refused to oreer them, and the vote be- 
ing taken, the decision of the Cuain was sustained 
without a count. 

Mr. ALFORD then resumed and proceeded to 
speak with great earnestness against the bill, espe- 
cially against giving every settler on one quarter 
section of land a floating claim on the quarter sec- 
tion adjoining, the result of which would be equi- 
valent to giving him both for the price of one; be- 
cause the oiher would never sell, if subject to the 
float. It also subjected the honest settler to the 
fraudulent claims of speculators, who could bire 
perjured witnesses to swear him out of his improve- 
ment. Mr. A. referred to great frauds perpetrated 


|; in Alabama, near his own residence, and within 
' his own knowledge. 


While Mr. A. was proceeding in his argument, 
the bill was retarned from the Senate with the 
signature of the Vice President, and taken up to 
the Chair to await the decision of the Speaker. 

Mr. A. now commented with increased severity 
on the unprecedented speed with which this bill had 
got through both Houses, which he contrasted with 
the snail like progress of many meritorious private 
claims. 

He spoke of the effect of the bill in covering the 
16th section in every township-reserved for purpo- 
ses of education; and the result in ultimately 
giving the settler who happened to have set down 
on such section a float to the same amount. He 
appealed, in conclusion, to Southern gentlemen, on 
the eftect of having the public lands thus filched oat 
of the Government; it must necessarily lead to an 
increase of the tariff, &c. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama said the bill bad 
been fully analyzed before its passage by two of the 


' most able opponents of the bill; they had pointed 


out all the evil efforis which they apprehended 
would grow out of the passage of the measure; and 
firmly believing that those gentleman, as well as 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. ALrorD] were 


| entirely mistaken in the construction they gave the 


bill, and that their apprehensions of the bad effects 
to grow out of it were not well founded, and be- 
ing satisfied that no good could grow out of a pro- 
tracted discussion, he moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Iowa took an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair, that the motion to recon- 
sider was iu order; and was about proceeding to 
discuss the appeal, when the Cmar ruled that it 
was not in order to discuss the appeal. 

Mr. WISE here interposed, and said the gentle- . 
man’s object avowedly was to say something upon 
the merits of the bill. The section of country from 
which he came was more interested in the measure 
than any other, and therefore he hoped the House 
would hear him. Bat there being cries of “ ques- 
tion,” 

Mr. CHAPMAN withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved a call of the House, 
and on that motion demanded the yeas and nays; 
EA having been ordered, were—yeas 69, nays 

So the House refused a call. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD solicited the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Cuapman] to withdraw the 
motion tor the previous question, to enable bim to 
make a few remarks on the bill, 


Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama said he could not 
do se. l 

The question being whether the previous ques- 
tion shail have a second, and tellers having been 
demanded t> ascertain that fact, and Messrs. 
Crapaman of Alabama and Gerry having been ap- 
pointed, reported that there were—ayes 90, noes 70. 


So there was a second. i 
The question then recurred whether the main 


question shall now be pul? when , 
Mr. LINCOLN demanded the yéas and nays; 
which, having been ordered, were—yeas 155, nays 


77, as fullows: 

YEAS—Mesars. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Albert G; Brown, Burke, Carr, Car- 
roli, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Wm. 
R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Dana, Davee, 
John Davis, John W. Davis, Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Doig, 
Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, 
Galbraith, Gerry, Green, Griffin, Hand, John Hastings, Haw- 
kins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, Hop- 
kins, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Cave Johnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCuiloh, McKay, 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. 
Morria, Newhard, Nisbet, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, 
Petrikin, Pickens Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rariden, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Rives, Ed 


Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Francis Thomas, P. F. Thomas, 
Jacob Thom D, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wil- 
liams, and C. H. Williams—155. 

NAY3—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Barnard, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, S. H. Butler, 
Wm. O. Butler, Calhoun, Carter, Clark, Cranston, Cushing, 
Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, 


Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fisher, James Garland, . || 


Gentry, Giddi: Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, Grinnell, 
Habersham, Hal, Wn. 8. Hastings, Hawes, Heary, Hill of 
Virginia, Hoffman, Charles Johnston, William Cost Johnson, 
Kempshall, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Mor- 
gan, Ogle, Osborne, Peck, Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridg- 
way, James Rogers, Russell, Sergeant, Shepard, Slade, Tru- 
man Smith, Storrs, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Warren, J. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
and Wise—77. 

So the main question was ordered. 

Tne question then recurred on the motion to re- 
consider; when : 

Mr. LINCOLN demanded the yeas and nays on 
the question; which, having. been ordered, were— 
yeas 96, nays 103, as follows: 


YEBAS—Messrs, Adame, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Banks, Baker, Barnard, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Anson 
Brown, Sampson H. Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, J Campbell, 
Carter, Coles, Connor, James Cooper, Cranston, Edw. Davies, 
Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Edwards, Evans, 
Everett, Fillmore, Fisher, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gen- 
try, Giddings, Goggin, Goede, Graham, Graves, Green, Griffio, 
Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Wm. S. Hastings, Hawes, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hill of Nerth Carolina, Hoff- 
nian, Holmes, Hunt, Charles Johnston, William C. Johnson, 
Kempshall, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mitcheil, Mont- 
gomery, Morgan, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Peck, Pickens, Ran- 
dall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, James Rogers, Ruseell, 
Saltonstall, Samuels, Sergeant, Shepard, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Sumter, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Warren, 
John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Jos. L. 
Williams, and Wise—96. 

NAYS—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 
William O. Butler, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, 
William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cross, 
Cushing, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dicker- 
son, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, 
Ely, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Hand, John 
Hastings, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Medni, Miller, Montanya, S. W. 


Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Perri- ; 


kin, Prentiss, Profit, Ramsey, Rariden, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Rives, E. Rogers, Ryall, Shaw, Albert Santh, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Swearingen, Sweney, 
Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Tho:npson, Turney, Van- 
derpoel, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared 
W. Williams, and Henry Williams—103. - 
So the House refused to reconsider the bill. 
The House then passed to the orders of the day. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Commissioner of Pensions, in 
compliance with a resolution of the 26th inst. co- 
pies of the papers in relation to the claim of Aaron 
Mellon of Massachusetts, a soldier of the late war 
with Great Britain, for an invalid pension. 
On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, it was referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ; 
Various Senate bills on the SpeakrEr’s table, were 
taken up, read twice, and appropriately commit- 
ted 


` INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 
The House then resolved itself iato Committee 
of the Whole, (Mr. Bangs in the chair) and re- 


Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Albert. | 
Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, : 
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sumed the consideration of the Independent Trea- 
sury Bill. A 
Mr. CUSHING, who was entitled to the floor 
on the above bill, spoke a short time ia opposition 
to it, when < 
The committee rose, and the House took a re- 


cess. 
Lenina SESSION. _ 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

Union (Mr. Banks, of Virginia, in the chair) re- 


"sumed the consideration of the bill “to provide for ` 


the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and disburse- 
ment of the public revenue.” 

‘Mr. CUSHING resumed his remarks in opposi- 
tion to the bill,and concluded at twenty-five mi- 
nutes before 6 o’clock. 

Mr. LOWELL then took the floor in reply to 
Mr. Cusmne, and in defence of the bill. He was 
proceeding to examine the relative merits of the 
deposite system, and the present measure, with a 
view of showing that the latter was the more con- 


slitutional, safe, and convenient mode of keeping 


the public money, when, at the request of several 
members, he suspended his remarks, and 

Mr. PARRIS moved that the committee rise; 
which motion was agreed to, and the committee ac- 
cordingly rose; when 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved an adjournment; on 
which motion, 

Mr. HAND called for the yeas and nays, which, 
having been ordered, and being taken, were, yeas 
65, nays 50. 

The House, at 64 o’clock p. m. adjourned. 


IN SENATE, . 
Tuurspay, May 28, 1840. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the -petition of sundry 
citizens of Provincetown, Massachusetts, praying 
for an appropriation for the improvement of their 
harbor; which was referred te the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the memorial of Sa- 
muel Martin of Tennessee; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported unfavorably on the bill from the House 
for the relief of John England. 

Mr. WHITE, from the same committee, re- 
ported, without amendment, the bill from the House 
for the relief of Jacob Becker, recommending its 
passage. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Commitiee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported, without amendment, the bill 
fer the relief of the sureties and heirs and repre. 
sentatives of Melancton W. Bostwick, deceased. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, also reported, 
without amendment, the bill to regulate enlistments 
in the army and navy. 

Mr. MOOTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Ciaims, reported, without amendment, the 
House bill for the relief of Pierre Molaison and 
others. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
Bliss and Creighton, moved that the committee be 
discharged from the further consideration thereof; 
which motion was agreed to. 

The report of the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
unfavorable to the petition of Rd. T. Mason, waz 
considered and concurred in. 

Mr. KNIGHT, on leave, introduced a bill enti- 
tled “An act concerning the prisoners of the United 
States committed to the jail ia the county of Pro- 
vidence, in the State of Rhode Island; which was 
twice read, and referred. ; 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made unfavorable reports on the bills from the 
House for the relief of Catherine Allen, the widow 

of Phebe Dickman, and John Strickland; and on 
the memorial of John Keeler and Lot Stricklin. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill authorizing the States to tax any lands within 
their limits sold by the United States. 

Mr. NORVELL said that he had, the other 
day, presented his views of the financial and pecu- 
niary bearing of the bill now under consideration. 
He had then stated that, by the compacts accom- 
panying the admission of the several new States 


into the Union, the publig lands sold within their 
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respective limits were exempt from taxation for 
five years from the day oi sale. Michigan and 
Arkansas constituted exceptions to this rule. They" 
were entitled to tax the lands within their limits as 
soon as they were sold by the United States. The 
object of the present bill was to place the other- 
new States, in this respect, on an equal footing with 
the States of Arkansas and Michigan. The ef- 
fect of the measure would not be to diminish the 
sales of the public lands at all, especially to actual: 
settlers—the only class of persons to whom it was 
desirable tc sell the public domain. The sales in 
Michigan and Arkansas, compared with those in 
the other new States, would conclusively demon- 
strate the uth of this assertion. He believed that 
it was not for the interest of the United States to 
continue the exemption of lands in the hands 
of individuals from taxation. Of course, those’ 
already sold by the Government, purchased, as 
they were, under a pledge of the public faith that 
they should not be taxed for five years, must con- 
tinue exempt from taxation to the end of that time. 
The bill annulled the exemption only as regarded 
lands hereafter to be sold. He had been sur- 
prised to hear it stated by his friend from Mis- 
souri, [Mr. Linn,] that this bill would have the 
effect of taking from the new States their two and 
three per cent. funds, derived from the proceeds 
of the public lands, and that the good faith of the 
Government required a continuance of the benefit 
of that fund to the States entitled to it. He had 
been equally surprised to find that the interest 
of the Cumberland road would be injuriously af- 
fected by the proposed bill. Now, sir, by the com- 
pacts with the new States, several restrictions and 
grants were provided. They were all sacred, ~and' 
could not be repealed, except with the consent of 
the parties to them. ‘This bill proposed that the 
United S'ates should relinquish to the States the 
right to tax the public lands as soon as they passed 
into the hands of individuals, if the States chose to 
accept the boon. It was perfectly competent to 
Congress to take off the restriction upon the States 
on this subject, if they deemed it proper to do so. 
Bat the bill was limited to this single object. It did 
not propose to ask the States to surrender the two. 
and three per cent. fund to the General Govern- 
ment. This could not be done without the consent 
of the States; and their consent to such a surren- 
der was neither suggested in the bill, nor did the 
United States desire it, The public faith was, 
therefore, not involved in the question. If the two 
or three per cent. fund, so far as the Cumberland 
road was concerned, were not already exhausted, it 
would continue to be applied to the completion of 
that road. In no possible state of things could the 
bill have the least bearing on the Cumberland road,’ 
He now proposed to add to these views, which 
he had briefly expressed when the bill was up 
before, a single remark or two upon the political 
effects of the bill. One of the greatest complaints 
coming from the new States, with regard to their 
peculiar positions, was, that many of their sove- 
reign rights, much of their rightfal jurisdiction, 
which remaiaed with the old States, had been 
taken from the new. Among these rights and this 
jurisdiction, those which related to the vacant 
domain within their limits, and to the imposition 
of taxcs upon all real property, were, perhaps, the 
most important. In these respects, the new States 
were in the condition of inferiors to the old States, 
and of vassals to the United States. They 
were not upon anequal footing, as the Con- 
stitution required, with the original States of 
this Union. It was the object of the Dill tore- 
store to the new States their sovereign right of tax- 
ation, so far as respected all public lands, as soon: 
as they were sold; and he had been astonished, he 
had been astounded, when he had heard an ob- 
jection to this proposition preceeding from any 
Senator froma new State. It was true that this 
bill had been introduced by an individual mem- 
ber—by himself; but it had been introduced after a 
consultation with the Commitiee on the Public 
Lands, and with their decided concurrence. It 
had been referred to that committee, by whose in- 
struction he had reported it to the Senate. He be- 
lieved that a similar billhad heretofore twice passed 
this body; certain it was, that he had introduced and 
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rted the bill from the best of motives. He had 
done so from a Strong attachment to the politizal 
rights, interest, and equality of the new States, from 
high considerations of principle, connected with 
State sovereignty, and from a desire that the other 
new States should possess the same power to tax 
the public lands when sold, which was enjoyed by 
the States of Michigan and Arkansas. 1f, how- 
ever, the other new States didnot desire the boon, 
he should not, as he had said the other day,be dis- 
to force it upon them. It was for them to 
decide the question for themselves. 

The bill was further supported by Messrs. 
YOUNG, KING, SEVIER, HUBBARD, CLAY 
of Alabama, TAPPAN, and ROBINSON, and 
opposed by Messrs. WHITE and BUCHANAN; 
when, the hour of one having arrived, it was 
informally passed over. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bill to establish a uniform system of bank- 
ruptey was taken up. 

Mr. WALL, by consent, amended the substitute, 
by restricting it to persons engaged in “buying and 
selling,” instead of “trading.” 

Mr. STRANGE then moved to strike out the 
words just inserted, so as to remove all restrictions, 
and make it general in its application. 

Mr. WALL spoke at length in opposition to this 
amendment; and it was advocated by Messrs. 
STRANGE, WALKER, and WEBSTER; and, 
the question being taken, it was carried—yeas 37, 

e noes 3, as follows: 

-YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton,Brown, 
Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Hender- 
son, King, Knight, Lion, Lumpkin, Merrick, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Norvell, Porter, Preston, Roane, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Indiana, Southard, Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
Tappan, Walker, Webster, and Wright—37. 

NAYS—Messrs. Habbard, Wall, and Wil- 


liams—3. 

Mr. STRANGE then moved to strike out that 
part of the bill which, in the distribution of the as- 
sets of a bankrupt, gave a preference to the claims 
of a State, or those to whom State laws gave a pre- 
ference; which, after some remarks by Messrs. 
SOUTHARD, STRANGE, WALL, WEBSTER, 
BUCHANAN, MOUTON, and WALKER, was 
agreed to. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Taurspay, May 28, 1840. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in ord r during the morning hour, was the 
question of order raised by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Curtis] against the reception of 
the report of the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
Hiren) from the Committee of Commerce, ac- 
companied by a bill for the repeal of the law regu- 
lating pilots. The objection was raised on the 
ground that since the adoption of that report of 
the committee, it had reconsidered it and adopted 
another report of different conclusions. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, who was entitled to the 
floor, contended that the House had abregated the 
principle. of parliamentary law; that the standing 
committees had no power to reconsider a vote, and 
had adopted the priaciple of reconsideration. The 
rule of the House, according to the practice of the 
House, being in direct conflict with the parliamenta- 
ry practice of England, as laid down in the Manual, 
was not, by the terms of ‘its adoption, binding on 
this House; because it was only so far adopted for 
the government of the House, as when it coincided 
and agreed with the principles -of the standing 
rales. He argued. in favor of a committee to re- 
consider its vote, as often as it thought proper to 
enable it to come to the most correct conclusions, 
and te afford the House the most light upon the 
questions committed to it. 

Mr. RYALL, after some preliminary remarks, 
in which he adverted to the facts of the case as 
tbey at present stood, contended that the reference 
of the remonstrances to the committee, after their 
report had been ordered to be made, was of itself 
a sufficient reason for the reconsideration of that 
report, Many of those remonstrances had come 
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viding for the safekeeping, transfer, and disburse. 
ment of the public revenue—the question pending 
being on the motion of Mr. Cusnine to strike out 
the enacting clause. 

Mr. LOWELL being entitled to the floor, re- 
sumed his remarks from last evening in defence of 
the bill. Witha view of showing the evil effects 
of a paper money system, he reviewed at some 
length the course of the continental Congress at the 
time of the war in issuing such large amounts of 
bills, which, notwithstanding every effort to the 
contrary, became so depreciated, that at one time 
five hundred dollarsof it would not purchase a 
day’s food for a laboring man. He then went on 
to argue that Congress had no constitutional power 
to employ banks, and establish them as fiscal 
agents for the disbursement of the revenue in pa- 
per money; but ou the contrary it was the clear in- 
tention of the convention who framed that com- 
pact to provide for a hard money currency. 

In procf of the position thus assumed, he gave a 
history of proceedings of that convention, and 
showed that the power of the Government to make 
@ paper currency was expressly denied by a vote 
taken therein. He also cited the opinions of Ma- 
dison, and other distinguished men of that day, 
and also quoted from the writings of Madison, and 
portions of the debates in the convention, which 
proved beyond cavil, that it was never contem- 
plated that this should be any thing but a hard 
money Government. 

He then showed the great superiority of the 
present measure in point of convenience and secu- 
rity, over any other system for the keeping of the 
public revenue. He gave a detailed history of 
the Bank of the United States, and the great evils 
which had resulted from the employment of that 
institution as the fiscal agent of Government. For 
the purpose of showing the sympathy which er- 
isted between the paper system of this country 
and England, and between the Bank of England 
and the Bank of the United States, he gave a 
history of the expansions and contractions of these 
institutions, and proved that very soon after the 
Bank of England inflated the currency and gave 
every thing a high nominal value, the Bank of the 
United States, and all the State institutions, followed 
snit; and that on the other hand, when the Bank of 
England made a contraction of the carrency and 
involved that country in common ruin, by throw- 
ing out of employment all the laborers and me- 
chanics, and causing a complete stagnation in com- 
merce and business of all kinds, that the banks of 
this country soon after pursued the same course, 
and produced the like misery and wrecichedness. 
He showed that the banking system made this an 


from the State which he had the honor partly to re- 
present; and standing as he did as a Representative 
from New Jersey, it became his duty to ask what 
was the situation in which those remonsirances 
were placed? If it should be decided that the 
committee had no right to consider them, after hav- 
ing previously agreed upon a report, What was to 
be done with them? Were they to be censidered 
as in possession of the House, or of the Committee 
on Commerce? It was in reference to this point 
that he had risen to address the House. He fally 
agreed with the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Dromooote,] that this was a very important ques- 
tion; and as it was a question of no party charac- 
ter, one in which all must have an ‘interest, he 
hoped it would be at once settled. The question 
they had to decide, was, whether there was any 
rule of the House which would cover this matter. 
He contended there was no rule. The inquiry 
was, whether the House would now order that a 
special rule should apply to the Committee on 
Commerce, for it could not embrace the other 
stand ng committees, 

Mr. R. asked what were the objects proposed by 
the reference of subjects like these to the standing 
committees? Was it not with a view of getting all 
the facts? Did not the committees report such facts 
which formed the princip'es of action for the 
House to legislate? lf so, how absurd it was to 
deny the power of reconsideration, when a refe- 
rence of new matter made such a reconsideration 
necessary. For his part, felt bound to give his 
voice in favor of receiving the report of the chair- 
man as the report of the committee. 

Pending the remarks of Mr. R. Messrs. CUR- 
TIS and HILLEN made son.e explanations in re- 
lation to certain facts connected with the motion to 
reconsider in the committee room. 

Mr. HILLEN complained that the motion had 
been made during his absence, and contrary to his 


wish. 

Mr. CURTIS stated that Mr. Hitien had been 
distinctly told that such a course was intended, and 
that it was not himself who made the motion, etc. 

Mr. HABERSHAM argued that the committee 
had the power to reconsider any vote it might give, 
upon sufficient reason therefor. He also con- 
tended that the authority cited from Jefferson’s 
Manual to the contrary, did not apply to the stand- 
ine committees, but to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. DICKERSON was proceeding to give his 
views on the subject, when 

The CHAIR announced that the morning hour 
had expired. 

Mr. ATHERTON called for the orders of the 


day. i 

Mr. TRIPLETT asked the consent of the House 
to present a bill supplementary to the pre-emption 
bill, passed cn yesterday, restricting the right of 
pre-emption to heads of families and housekeep- 
ers; and to prevent any other person from locating 
the lands on which a settler may have his dwelling, 
and improvements, and farm, until it may have 
been exposed to sale at public auction. 

Mr. T. said he had consulted the men who had 
a practical knowledge of the subject, and who 
lived among the settlers, and it had met their ap- 
probation. It had also met the approbation of the 
Chairman of the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. LINCOLN inquired by what authority the 
chairman dispenses such a favor. 

Mr. TRIPLETT said it was not a favor, but a 
matter of right. Mr. T. moved to suspend the 
rules, and demanded the yeas and nays on that 
motion. 

. The CHAIR informed the gentleman from Ken- 
tacky (Mr. TeiPLETT] that he could not make the 
motion to suspend the rules, inasmuch as he was 
not entitled to the floor—the House having deter- 
mined to pass to the orders of the day. The gen- 
tleman could make his motion in the morning. 

Mr. TRIPLETT then gave notice that he would 
on to-morrow move to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of submitting the bill. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. _ 

The House then resolved itself into a Gommittee 
of the Whole, (Mr. Banxs in the chai and re- 
sumed the consideration of the Senate ill; pro- 
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it periodically so inflated and depreciated the cur- 
rency, and gave such a high nominal value to 
every thing, thatit turned the balance of trade 
against this country—that it enabled the Britisb 
manufacturers so far to undersell the product of 
such manufacturers in the United States as to 
throw out of employment the labor of this 
country in those establishments, and to give em- 
-loyment to foreign labor. ‘That the opera- 
tions of these institutions gave periodically such 
an unnatural stimulation to trade by inflating the 
currency that it caused the merchants to import 
more in one year than the naton could consume 


tarrassed the operations ,of trade, it cut off the 
revenues of the Government, and embarrased i's 
operations. He proved that the banks had, in- 
stead of attending to their legitimate operations in 


stocks. He proved that by such operations a8 
kinds, was in an embarrassed condition; and. the 


of the acts of the banks, and not attributable to the 
policy, or any act of the Administration. The banks, 


from the people, and from the people’s Government, 
at the very time, too, when they were cherished by 
the Government; and he was in favor of that di- 
vorce continuing; he was utterly opposed to con- 
necting again the banks, with their tremendous and 


importing instead of an exporting country. That, 


in three; and thus, by the same process which em- 


this country, established agencies in England, to: 
speculate in cotton, tobacco, and to deal in State. 


these, the business of the United States, of all: 


derangement of the currency was in consequence: 


he said, had, by their own acts, divorced themselves. 


corrupting powers, with the Government, thereby 
to increase the patronage and strecgth of the Exe- 
cutive. He was fer separating the money power 
from any connection with the Government—the 
Government was strong enough without it. He 
proved that the banks, upon the principles now 
established, were not proper or safe depositories for 
the Government fands; they wanted radical reform 
—such reform as could only be effected by State 
legislation. He was in favor of making such a 
currency for the people as was contemplated by 
the Consti‘ution; that is, a gold and silver currency 
for genera! circulation, and large notes for the use 
of the merchants for purposes of commerce. 

In alluding to the remarks of Mr. Cusano, who 
asked why this measure was not deferred until next 
year, so that the matter might be submitted to the 
people, Mr. L. contended that it had already been 
fairly submitted to the people. By a reference to 
the elections in the States of Massachusetts, 


Maine, New Jersey, Ohio, and other States, he |} 


showed that, when the people had had an_oppor- 
tunity of manifesting their wishes, they had de- 
cided in favor of the measure. Yes; this subject 
had already been put to the people who had acted 
upon it, and who elected their Representatives 
witha view to this great question; and when the 
question should be taken, he would prophesy that 


the measure would be carried through by the votes . 
of members so instructed. ; 


The committee here, at half past tw 


took - 
EVENING SESSION. Í 

After the recess, 

Mr. LOWELL resumed his remarks. : Allud- 
ing to the charge that this bill was inteade#'to cre- 
ate “one currency for the Government and another 
for the people,” he contended that to the degree in 
which gold and silver was paid to Government, to 
such degree would the currency of the country be 
benefited by the substitution of a sound and safe 
currency for bank paper. He said there was a 
grand mistake isto which many persons fell when 
speaking of the people; they generally considered 
the banks as the people, which was a great fallacy, 
and ecalcalated to lead them away from the true 
issue. Experience bad shown that the banks and 
the people were two different interests. 

Another objection to the bill was, that it would 
increase Executive patronage. Now could the 
Executive, if he were so inclined, find a surer 
means of increasing his power, than by forming an 
allianee with the numerous State banks? There was 
no other plan by which so great a share of power 
could be secured, as that of an alliance with banks, 
and the interests connected with them. But the 
present measare was calculated to afford no means 
of increasing the Executive power, compared with 
that of banks. . 

It had been asserted that the system was already 
in operation, and yet there was distress throughout 
the land. Bat from whom did those cries of dis- 
tress come? They came, not from ihe people 
themselves, but from the bank officers and specu- 
lators, whose interest it was to have it believed that 
such distress prevailed. Mr. L. then aiverted to 
various facts to show that this cry of distress was 
false, and only raised for the purpose of producing 
a panic. He said the crowded wharves, the steam- 
boats and railroad cars, gave the lie to the dolefal 
tales poured in upon us by these Bank men. These 
cries came not from the poor man; they came from 
those who lived in splendid palaces, from men who 
fared sumptuoasly eve?y day, and who rode in 
their carriages. These were the men who were 
uttering complaints against the extravagence of 
Government, while they themselves were surround- 
ed by extravagance, and revelling in luxury. He 
then went on to show how many times the country 
had been ruined, according to the account of these 
speculators; and, notwithstanding it had thus been 

so frequently rained, it was yet one of the best 
countries upon earth. 

Another objection was, that this measure would 
have the effect of raising the price of provisions, 
and of injuring the agricultural interest. Bat his- 

_ tory showed that the operation of a United States 
Bank went directly to produce such a result, and 
that it had done serious injury, by raising and de- 
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pressing the price of its provisions at its pleasure. 
In proof of this, he referred to a table, which will 
be inserted when his remarks appear in full. 

Mr. Cusuine having refered to Engtand, as an 
instance of the beneficial effects of banking, Mr. 
L. caused to be read at the Clerk’s desk, a. report 
made to the British House of Commons, showing 
the injurious effects of that system upon the labor- 
ing classes. . 

Mr. L. went on to show how injoriously the sud- 
den rise or fall of prices operated upon the poor 
man; whereas this measure, unlike the bank sys- 
tem, would tend to regulate and prevent any fluc- 
tuation in prices. He also examined, at some 


length, many objections which had been urged || 


against this measure—a full report of which will 
be given hereaf-er. 

Mr. ATHERTON then took the floor in support 
of the bill, and in reply to the objections of Mr. 
Cusuinc. After some introductory remarks, he 
proceeded to state what were the general principles 
of the bill. He contended that the money of the 
people should be safely kept by the people’s own 
officers, responsible to them, and that it ought not 
to be used by corporations or private individuals. 
Also, that this bill made provision, by which, 
through successive steps, all the revenae would be 


” collected in gold and silver, the legal coin and con- 


stitutional revenue. He believed this measure 
would recommend itself, because it was a system 
combining safety, convenience, and economy. Mr. 
A. then adverted to the great distress ard incon- 
venience occasioned by the general suspension of 
specie payments by the banks in 1837, and also by 
the recent suspension, as proofs of the necessity of 
adopting some other mode of keeping the public 
money. 

This measure would also enable the Govern- 


ment to control the revenue raised for legal and | 


constitutional purposes. It provided for the secu- 
rity uf the funds, by a system of checks and bonds, 
so that even the most unforeseen exigencies would 
be guarded against, and that powerful tem ptation— 
the use of the public money—be removed. This 
was a very important provision, for experience had 
proved that the use of the public money by officers 
of Government, was the trae cause of all the defal- 
cations. 

This bill provided for a system most consonant 
to the principles of our Republic and free institu- 
tions. Why? He would show it. In the first 
place, he laid it down as a proposition that the 
taking possession of the public revenue, and using 
it for the purpose of private gain and speculation, 
necessarily gave power and control over that re- 
venue. Secondly, the control of that revenue, ne- 
cessarily gave a high degree of political power, for 
money was the sinews of political, as well as phr- 
sical warfare. If so, then came a third propcsi- 
tion, which was, that the people are the true source 
of all political power, and not the banks. The 
banks, then, not being the source of political pow- 
er, ought not to be entrusted with it. Banking 
companies were not politically responsible,and ought 
not to be entrusted with political power. 
sure no gentleman would rise and contend that the 
banks were politically responsible; then why ought 
those institutions to be entrusted with the public 
revenue, the possession of which conferred political 
power. z 


After explaining many other beneficial results 


which woald arise from the adoption of this mea- 
sure, Mr. A. referred to a, remark made by Mr. 
Cusine on a former day, “that this seheme had 
originated with Hamilton, who, finding it would 
not answer, discarded it,” ete. Mr. A. showed 
that instead of the scheme origina'ing with Hamil- 
ton, it originated with the Constitution itself, and 
was in operation at the time of Hamilton. In- 
stead of the measure having a Federal origin, it 
was the measure of the Constitution, which was 
rejected by Hamilton ‘so soon as he thought he had 
sufficient power to make the change from that to a 
United States Bank. Mr. A. read a number of 
extracts from works of aufhority, proving that 
fact. 

‘After some further observatidns, Mr. A. expa- 
tiated on the “safety” of this measure, compared 


with that of the deposite, or 


United States Bank | 


He was ` 
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system. He adver'ed to the great cry which had 
been raised in respect to the defalcation of Swartwout, 
and which had been used as an argument against 
this scheme. But, said Mr. A. that defalcation 
took place under the deposite bank system, and is, 
therefore, no argument against this measure, which 
proposes to place the money in the hands of callec- 
tors, under a rigid system of checks. Besides, 
were officers of a bank any more to be trusted than 
officers appointed by Government? Did not expe- 
rience show that bank presidents, and bank 
cashiers, were sometimes as bad as other offenders? 

Again, it was urged that a single officer of Go- 
vernment, entrusted with so much money, was lia- 
ble to abscond, whereas, a banking corporation 
could not. But if a corporation could not ab- 
scond, that corporation might become an abstract 
nonentity, so that the law could not touch them, 
which was all the same. In addition to this intan- 
gibility of their nature, the officers of a corpora- 
tion could, and did, abscond the same as Swart- 
wout. 

Mr. A. then went on to examine documents, to 
see the relative amount of loss under the present 
system and that of the banks; and showed that the 
loss from defalcation of public officers was nota 
fifteenth part of that arising from the depreciation 
of bank paper. ; 

In noticing the several arguments of Mr. Cusn- 
1NG, in favor of the banking and credit system, he 
adveried to the affairs cf Great Britain, on which 
Mr. C. had passed a glowing eulogium. But, said 
Mr. A. the gentleman has given vs but one side of 
the picture. While he has held up to our view | 
the splendid palaces and luxuries of the great, he 
has omitted to notice the scenes of. beggary and 
desolation which stalk forth over that land. He 
has forgotten to tell us of the poor man’s hovel, 
and the wretched condition of the population in 
the manufacturing districts, where young children 
are sent toa premature grave, by hard and un- 
healthy labor, and whose parents spend the whole 
of their existence ina hopeless struggle against the 
demon, starvation. If the gentleman would give 
both sides of the picture, he would find that Great 
Britain was no very great argument in favor of his 
system. Besides, the gentleman had connected 
banking and civilization together. But if civiliza- 
tion depended upon banking, how was it before 
1694, when that system was established in Eng- 
land? Would the gentleman ccntend that England 
was not civilized before that time, and that Shak- 
speare and Milton were not civilized? : 

After answering a great many other points raised 
by Mr. Cussine in favor of the banking system, 
Mr. A. said he would take a single objection raised 
by Mr. C. against this bill, which would serve asa 
specimen of all the rest. It was in relation to the 
provisions of the sixteenth section, which required 
that “certificates of deposite” should be given by 
the collector or agent when money was paid over 
to him. Now it was contended by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, that these certificates of depo- 
site would become a part of the paper currency of 
the Government! How could such be the case? 
How could a mere receipt or certificate of deposite 
for money paid become a part of the currency? 
Would gentlemen pretend to say that with such 
certificates it would be possible to travel from one. 
part of the country to another? Would any body 
be foolish enough to take such receipts for money? 
Why, upon the very same principle, a man, after 
paying a debt, and getting a receipt, might go into 
a store and attempt to purchase goods with that 
receipt. Such a man would be laughed at as in- 
sane; and yet the gentleman from Massachusetts 
warns the people, that, in case this bill should pass, 
these receipts or certificates of deposite will become 
a part of the currency! Such, said Mr. A. are the 
arguments which gentlemen who oppose this bill 
use to terrify and alarm the people. : 

After confuting many other objections in the. 
same way, Mr. A. concluded by demanding 
of the Opposition that if they were not satisfied | 
with this measure, they should propose some other 
in its stead. They all acknowledged ‘that some 
remedy was necessary, and if this did not aut 
them, the country would demand ee te he t 
they should propose something which did. ey 
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refused, it would plainly prove that they dare not 

ropose their system, and that they were waiting to 
establish their favorite United States Bank, not by 
argument, but by suffering. 

The remarks of Mr. A. will be given in eztenso 
as early as convenient. 

Mr. LEET next obtained the floor, but, without 
proceeding in his remarks, the committee rose; 
when, 

Ox motion of Mr. CURTIS, 

The House, at 9 o'clock, p. m. adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Frivay, May 29, 1840. 

Mr. CUTHBERT presented the petition of J. 
D. Gibson; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition of 


Richard Higgins; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill for the relief of Mary Prettyman; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Ambrose Ca- 
sey, made an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Mary Snow; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to which was referred a bill to 

* carry into effect a convention between the United 
States, and the Mexican Republic, reported the 
same without amendment. 

Mr. B. also, from the same Committee, reported 
a joint resolution, authorizing the President of the 
United States to accept certain presents from the 
Imaum of Muscat, and the Emperor of Morocco, 
and to dispose of the same; which was read twice, 
and ordered to bs engrosed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, the vote by 
which the unfavorable report of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs in the case of Richard Mason was 
agreed to, was reconsidered. - i 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 
relief of General D. L. Clinch was recommiited 
to the Committee on Claims. 

An act to amend an act approved the 18th of Ja- 
nuary, 1839, entitled an act to amend an act enti- 
tled an act to require the judge of the District of 
East and West Tennessee to hold a court at Jack- 
son, in said State, approved June the eighteenth, 
eighteen’ hundred and thirty-eigh', and for other 
purposes, was considered as in committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Philip Barbour, was discussed by 
Messrs. LINN, HENDERSON, WALKER, and 
STRANGE, and its further consideration post- 

ned until Monday next. 

Mr. CLAYTON submitted the following mo- 
tion, which was agreed to: i 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
is hereby directed, to communicate to the Senate 
the correspondence between the District Attorney 
of the United States for the Delaware District, and 
the War Department, relative to the prcceedings 
which have been taken for the recovery of the 
Peapatch,' and the correspondeace between the 
persons claiming the said Peapatch, or their agents, 
and the Department, since the Ist of March, 1839. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following motion, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of modify - 
ing the law in relation to seamen discharged in 
foreign ports. 


GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States, and after several 
amendments had been proposed, discussed, and 
disposed of, the further consideration of the bill 
was postponed until Monday next. 

The Senate then went into Executive session, 

And afterwards adjourned until Monday next. 


| to reconsider a vote. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, May 29, 1840. 

Mr. CHINN asked leave to submit a resolution, 
calling upon the Postmaster General for informa- 
tion of the time when the postmaster at Baton 
Rouge became a defaulter, &c. 

Objection having been made to its reception, 

Mr. CHINN moved to suspend the rules, to en- 
able him to offer it, and on that motion demanded 
the yeas and nays; which, having been ordered, 
were—yeas 54, nays 34. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. TRIPLETT gave notice that hs would, on 
Monday next, ask leave to introduce the bill indi- 
cated by him on yesterday, supplementary to the 
act granting pre-emptions to settlers on the public 
lands. ee 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order was the question of order raised by 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Curtis] 
against the reception of the report of the gentle- 
man from Maryland, [Mr. HiLLen,] from the 
Committee on Commerce, accompanied by a bill 
for the repeal of the law regula'ing pilots. 

Mr. DICKERSON, who was entitled to the 
floor, argued in favor of the right and power of 
a committee, under the settled principles of rules, 
He said the gentlemen, 


| whonow questioned the right of a committee te re- 
| eonsider a vote on the adoption of a report, should 
| have met the question when it was propesed to re- 
| fer the remonstrances which were received since 
: the adoption of that report. The vote had been re- 


; reconsider. 


considered, and the House, by the act of referenee | 


of the remonstrances, received subsequently to the 
report, was, in itself, authority to the committee to 
He considéred it a matter settled. 
He argued that it was a power inherent in all de- 
liberative bodies to reconsider; and that the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Dromeootr] was 
mistaken when he supposed the committees 
claim the right by the rule to reconsider, such 
was not the case. That right existed; but if 
the rule was applicable at all, it was to con- 
trol the power and natural right of ccmmit- 
tees to reconsider; and not to confer the right. It 
could not be to confer the right, because the right 
was inherent in the body. The rules merely regu- 
lated the natural powers of the committees or of 
the House. Therefcre those who contend that a 
committee had no right to reconsider, must show 
that there was a limitation in the rule of the right 
to reconsider. He argued, by the terms of the 
adoption of the rule, that the power had not been 
limited. Mr, D. adverted to the practice of the 
committees to show that they had exercised the 
power to reconsider; and cited a case at this ses- 
sion, in the Committee of Elections, where the ques- 
tion had becn raised, and had been decided by a 
vote of that committee of seven to one, that they 
had the power to reconsider. He argued that, from 
the circumstance no instance could be found since 
the formation of the Government, where a com- 
mittee had asked the privilege of the House 
to reconsider a vote, that the power must 
have been exercised by the committees, without 
any authority from the House. If such had 
not been the case, many erroneous decisions 
mast have been made by the committees. The 
right was as important to the committee as it was 
to the House. He was willing that the Manual 
should have all the effect it was intended to have 
by Mr. Jefferson, but he did not believe that it was 
ever intended that this principle of the Manual, 
which had been quoted against the right of a com- 
mittee to reconsider, was ever intended to be opera- 
live and binding on the standing committees. If 
the principle should obtain, it would give the mi- 
nority of the committee the power to control the 
majority on the final action. 


Mr. CRAIG said the only question before the 
House now was, whether the rule which prohibits 
the right of a committe to reconsider, was in fact a 
rule adopted by the House. He contended that by 
the adoption of the parliamentary law as laid down 
in the Manual by Mr. Jefferson, such a rule was 
in existence. The rule expressly says that no com- 
mittee shall reconsider a vote except by authority 


of the House, The arguments that had been ad- 


state of the Union. 


vanced might be a good reason why sucha mile 
should not be adopted, or that it should be repealed 

but could not change or set aside the rule as it now 
existed. The rule wasin existence and imperative, 
that the committee shall not reconsider. 

Mr. POPE made an argument in favor of the 
right of the committee to reconsider a vote, and 
contended that the report of a committee was not 
complete till the report was received by the House, 

Mr. BRIGGS obtained the floor; when 

The SPEAKER announced that the morning 
hour had expired. 

Mr.J. W.JONES said in consequence of the 
advanced period of the session, and there being so 
many important public bills on the calendar to be 
acted on, he felt himself impelled, by a sense of 
duty to the country, to make a motion to suspend 
the rules in relation to private business. He then 
asked a suspension of the rules to enable him to 
offer a resolution that the House would then re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. He said that he would, if the 
resolution be adopted, move in commiltee to take 
up the Independent Treasury bill. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK said he would agree to vote 
for the motion to suspend the rule, if the gentle- 
man would consent to go inte committee on the 
appropriation bills. 

[The Independent Treasury bill is the unfinished 
business of the Committee of the Whole on the 
When the Administration 
party made an effort to go into committee on the 


civil and diplomatic’ appropriation bill, which was 


recently passed, the Opposition were anxious to 
take up the Sub-Treasury bill in preference, and 
taunted the Administration with a desire to evade 
action on the Sub-Treasury bill, to defeat it by 
staving it off to the end of the session. The Oppo- 
sition were then in favor of acting on the Sub- 
Treasury, and now they are for delaying action on 
it, and to take up the appropriation bills, and thus 
defeat the bill.] 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and disagreed to by yeas 106, 
nays 84, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banka, Beat- 
ty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 
Sampson H. Butler, William_O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Jobn 
Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Ely, 
Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Galbraith, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, 
Holleman, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, Jacksoa, Jameson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Kembte, 
Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, Mc- 
Clellan, McCullech, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Miller, 
Montanya, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmen- 
ter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Fickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Edward Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, S:ark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, 
Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vander- 
poel, David D. Wagener, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
and Henry Williams—}6. 

NAYS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Baker, Bell, Bond, Briggs, 
Brockway, Calhoun, W. B. Campbell, Carter, Chins, Clark, J. 
Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Edw. 
Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gen- 
try, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, Green, Grin- 
nell, Habersham, Hall, William S. Hastings, Hawes, Henry 
Hill of Va., Hoffman, James, Jenifer, Chas. Johnston, W. C., 
Johnson, Kempshall,Lincoln, McCarty,Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, 
Morgan, Calvary Morris, Osborne, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, 
Randolph, Rariden, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Wad- 
dy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 
7 D. White, John White, Thomas W. Wil. 
liams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher 
H. Williams—84. i 

Not being two-thirds, the rules were not sus- 
pended. 

Engrossed bill for th®@ relief of John W. 
Faunce and Oliver Perren came up on its pas- 
sage, when, 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, its further conside- 
ration was postponed till to-morrow. 

Engrossed bill for the relief of John J. Roane was 
next taken up; and, 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, who was opposed 
to the bill on principle, it was postponed. 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Fry came vp 
on its engrossment. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST made a few remarks in 
favor of the bill. 

_ Mr. PROFFIT moved so to amend the bill as to 
insert the words, ‘‘according to law.” 


Mr, TILLINGHAST opposed the motion as 


wood, Edward 
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unusual and unnecessary; when the question was { 
taken on the amendment, and disagreed to. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-day. 
Tne bitl for the relief of General Daniel Parker : 
came up in tts order for engrossment; and 


A debate ensued, in which CAVE JOHNSON | 


participated in opposition to the bill on the ground 
that there was not the shadow of foundation for the 
claims, and,Messrs. LINCOLN, GOGGIN, and W. 
THOMPSON, participated in its favor, contendirg 


that the claims had bezn allowed to other officers 
under similar circumstances; and that it bad re- 
ceived the unanimous sanction of the Military Com- 
mittee. 


Before the bill was passed upon, the’ | 


House, at the hour of 24 o'clock took its usual recess: | 


EVENING SESSION. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at the hour to 
which the House adjourned. 
There being but eighteen members present, the 
House remained ina state of quie:cence for ten 
minutes; when 


motion was disagreed to. 
having been ordered, were—yeas 5, nays 53, as 


follows : 
YEAS—Messrs. Burke, Goggin, Holleman, McCulloh, and 


Petrikio—5. 
NAYS— Messrs. Banks, Baker, Beatty, Briggs, Calhoun, 
Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Wm. 


R. Cooper, Craig, 
Doan, Duncan, Ear), Eastman, Edwards, Everett, Gerry, 
Giddings, Henry, Howard, James, Charles Johnston, C. Johnson, 
Kempshall, Kille, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, McKay, 
Miller, Montanya, Patrish, Pope, Randall, Russell, Ryall, 
Samuels. Thomas Smith, Stanly, Strong, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Toland, Wick, J. W. Williams, T. W. Williams, Henry Wil- 
liams, and Lewis Williams—53. ` 


Mr. BANKS moved a call of the House; which | 


was ordered, by—yeas 34, nays 26. 


The roll was called over, and 85 members : 


answered to their names; and tke list of absentees 
bie called over till 114 answered to their names; 
when 

Mr. BANKS moved that the doors be opened for 
the purpose of admitting those gentlemen who were 
outside the door; who he believed would make 
a quoram. i 

The list of absentees having been called over, 
the fullowing gentlemen, who were not present, were 
excused for various causes, viz: Messrs. Andrews, 
Anderson, Adams, Brewster, Davis of Indiana, 
Granger, Hammond, J. W. Jones, Lawrence, 
Naylor, Reed, Raridea, Wagener, and 8. Wil- 
liams. 

Mr. MARVIN moved to suspend all further 
proceedings in the call, which was disagreed to on 
a count, by—ayes 37, noes 45. 

Mr. GRAVES moved that the Sergeant-at-Arms 
take the absentees into custedy; but 


Edward Davies, John Davis, Delle, | 


being then, “Shall the main question be now put?” 
that is, on ordering it to be engrossed, 
Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 


ii which, having been ordered, yere—yeas 75, nays 


53. 
-So the bill having been ordered to be engrossed, 
was engrossed, and read the third time and passed. 
` Engrossed bill for the relief of Benjamin Fry, 
was then real the third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Andrew Low, the as- 
signee of Low, Taylor and Co. came up in its or- 
der on the question of engrossment; when . 

Mr. PETRIKIN, who opposed the bill in a few 


remarks, contending that it had not received the | 
sanction of the majority of the Committee of | 
| Ways and Means, and that it would take several | 


hundred thousand dollars out of the public Trea- 
sury, moved to recommit it to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, with instructions to report as 
the committee may find the facts to warrant. 

Mr. EVANS said the committee had given the 


© bill full consideration—had reported all the-facts 
Mr. BRIGGS moved a call of the Houte; which | 


in the case—and that it had been agreed to 


U by a large majority of the Committee of Ways and 
i Mr. McCULLOH moved that the House ad- | i r pa A 
joarn; and on which motion the yeas and nays | 


Means; that, so far from the bill taking from the 
public Treasury several hundred thousand dollars, 


the whole amount of the duties paid on the 


Mr. BANKS having expressed a wish to debate | 


that motion, * 
Mr. GRAVES withdrew it. 
- Mr. JENIFER moved that the House adjourn. 
Mr. LEWIS demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which, on a count, were not ordered 
—ayes 39, noes 33. - 


adjourn, and disagreed to. ’ 

Mr. BANKS said, by opening the doors, a quo- | 
rum wou'd soon be present to do the business of 
the nation; he, therefore, moved to dispense with 
farther proceedings in the call; and, on that 
motion, 

Mr. HUBBARD 
which, having been ordered, were, yeas 
nays 51. NEE 

So all further proceedings in the call were dis- | 

psed witb. . | 

Mr. EVANS moved that the House adjourn; | 
but the yeas and nays having bzen ordered, he 
withdrew the motion. 

The doors having been opened, and a quorum 
now being present, the House proceeded to 
business. 


demanded the yeas and navs; | 
55, | 


gocds (a part of which this bill proposes to refund) 
was but $44,000. 

Mr. HABERSHAM made some remarks in ex- 
planation of the bill, and in its favor. Thea 

Mr. STANLY obtained the floor, and moved 
the previous question; which received a second. 

Mr. BROWN of Mississippi moved that the 
House adjourn; which was disagreed to—ayes 39, 
noes 54. i 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. PETRIKIN again moved: that the House 
adjourn; which question was taken by tellers, 
Messrs. Graves, and Cuapman of Alabama acting 
as such, and was disagreed to by ayes 60, noes 71. 

The question then recurring on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed for a third reading, 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered, were—yeas 80, nays 
51. 

The bill having been engrossed, 

Mr. MARVIN moved the previous question on 


' its passage; which having received a second, and 


the main question beiag ordered, the bill was read 
a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, 

The House, at the hour of 7 o’clock, p. m. ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, May 30, 1840. 

Mr. ATHERTON gave notice that on Monday 
next he would make the following motion: 

Resolved, That so much of the 127th role of the 
House as is in the following words, to wit: “Nor 
shall any rule be suspended except by a vote of at 
least two-thirds of the members present,” be, and 


' hereby is, so far rescinded, that the House may, at 


The question being on ordering the bill for the 
rehef of Gen. Daniel Parker to be engrossed for a 
third reading, 

Mr. GRAVES demanded the previous question; 
which having received a second, and the question 


any time, by a vote of the majority of the members 


i . i! present, suspend the rules and orders of the House 
The question was then taken on the motion to : 


for the purpose of going into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Un‘on. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order was the question of order raised by the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Curtis] against 
the reception of the report of the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. Hitten,] from the Committee on 
Commerce, accompanied by a bill for the repeal of 
the law regulating pilots. 

Mr. BRIGGS spoke in favor of the power of the 
committee to reconsider a vote, when 

Mr. VANDERPOEL obtained the floor, said 


the question had been sufficiently discussed, and 


moved the previous question; which was se- 
conded. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a call of the 
House. ry f 

The CHAIR said that motion was- not in order, 
the previous question having received a second, 

Mr. L. WIELIAMS, for the purpose cf gaining 
time, and getting a more full House before the 
question was taken, asit was an important one, 
moved that the House adjourn, and on that mo- 


w 


tion demanded the yeas and nays; which having 
been ordered, 

Mr. W. withdrew the motion, and substitated a 
motion to lay the whole subject on the table, and 
asked for the yeas and nays on that motion; 
A having been ordered, were—yeas 18, nays 

So the House refused to lay the question of re- 
ception on the table. 

The question recurring on the reception of the 
report of Mr. HiLLEN, as the report of a majority 
of the Committee on Commerce, the question was 
read from the journal as follows, togwit: 

“Mr. Bitten, a member of the Committee on 
Commerce, to which was referred memorials from 
pilots in New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Nor- 


‘| folk, and Charleston, praying fora repeal of the 


law of March 2, 1837, concerning pilots, offered 
to make a report, as from said committee, accom- 
panied by a bill to repeal the said act, and before 
the said report and bill were read, 

“Mr, Curtis, chairman of the Committee on 
Commerce, objected to the reception of the report, 
on the ground that it was not the act of a majority 
of the committee; although the committee in the 
first instance had adopted the report now offered to 
be made, yet it had reconsidered that decision up- 
on the reference by the House of additional papers 
to the committee, relating to the subject; and had 
reversed ils first decision, and directed him to make 
a report of a directly opposite character to the re- 
port now offered, which he was ready to submit to 
the House.” 

[This whole question turned upon the right of 
the committee to reconsider the vote adopting the 
report which the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
Hit.en] proposed to make. Jefferson’s Manual, 
which has been adopted as rules for the govern- 
ment of the House. when not inconsistent with the 
standing rules, says: “When a vote is once passed 
in committee, it cannot be altered but by the 
House, their votes being binding on themselves.” 
There was no standing rule with which this 
clause ia the Manual could conflict, and conse- 
quently was the only rule, in this particular, for 
the government of the committee.] 

Mr. RANDOLPH demanded the yeas and nays 
on the question of reception. 

Mr. HILLEN inquired of the Cnair if the 
question was not, whether the report offered by 
him from the Committee on Commerce, ‘‘shall be re- 
ceived as the majority report.” . 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Tne yeas and nays having been ordered, were, 
yeas 86, nays 83, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, 
Sampson H, Butler, Wm. O. Butler, Carr, Carroll, Chapman, 
Clifford, Coles, Craig, Cross, Cushing, Dana, Davee, John 
Davia, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, 
Fletcher, Floyd, Galbraith, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, John 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Nathanie! Jones, Leadbetter, Leet, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, Mce- 
Clellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montan- 

a, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parris, Paynter, 
Petrikin, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rives, Edward Rogers, Samuels, 
Shaw, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Turney, Vanderpoe}, 
David D. Wagener, Wattereon, Weller, ick, Jared W. 
Williams, and Henry Williams—86. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Baker, Bell, Bond, 
Brigga,” Brockway, Antoa Brown, Chihoun, John Campbell, 
Wm. B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chinn, Clark, James 
Cooper, Crabb, Cranaton, Crockett, Curtis, Davies, Daweon, 
Devery: Dickerson, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fill- 
more, Fisher, James Garland, Rice Garland, Giddings, Gog- 
gin, Goode, Graham, Griffin, Grennell, Habersham, Hall, 
Wiliam 8. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hofi- 
man, Hunt, James, Charles Johnston,Kempshall, Kille, Lin- 
coln, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Nay- 
lor, Osborne, Peck, Pope, Randall,- Randolph, Rayner, 
Ridgway, Russell, Ryall, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Sorra, Stuart, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Warren, John White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, and Lewis Williams—83. 

“So the report of Mr. HILLEN, as a report from 
the majority of the Committee on Commerce, ac- 
companied by a bill for the repeal of the law rega- 
lating pilots, was received. vhs gah oe 

The Creak was in the act of reading the report 
and bill; when he was interrupted by haC 
` Mr. RANDOLPH, who inquitet of the oan 
whether a motion to recom@it was Bot in order. 

The CHAIR repiied,that it would be, after the 
bill was read. . 20. 

Mr. RANDOLPH said, inasmuch as the rale, 


ee 


430 


which denies the right of a standing committee to 
reconsider a vote, WAS considered binding by many 
gentlemen, and the only way to get round it 
was, to receive the report and commit it, he ac- 
cordinely made that moion. 

Mr. HILLEN said there was no farther matter, 
in sabstance, before the committee now, than there 
was when the report which was received was 
adopted by a majority of that committee. The 
subject had been before it for four or five months, 
and ample time had been given before the report 
had been adopted. Great indalgeace had been 
given by the committee to those interested and who 
were opposed to the repeal of the act regulating 
pilots. The subject had been fully considered by 
the committee before the report was adopted. 
There was no new matter in substance referred, or 

posed to be referred, to their consideration; he, 

therefore, hoped that the subject would not be 
recommitted. . He called for the reading of the re- 
port and bill. 
'. Mr. BRIGGS made some remarks in favor of 
recommitting. The House had decided that a 
committee had no right to reconsider a vote. He, 
therefore, thought it was important that the subject 
should be recommitted, that the House might re- 
ceive the views of the majority of that committee; 
which, it was admitted, were not presented in the 
report just received. 

Mr. HILLEN said it was the report of the ma- 
jority of the committee. 

Mr. BRIGGS said: That report has since been 
reconsidered; and the majority have adopted ano- 
ther report. ; 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired of the Cuair whe- 
ther it was in order to recommit the bill until ithad 
been read, and passed through its proper stage by 
the rule? 

The CHAIR said it was not. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST was in favor of recom- 
mitting the report. Tae vote just taken was on the 
question of reception of the report that had been 
adopted by a majority of the Committee of Com- 
merce at one time, but which had been sabsequenly 
reconsidered. The vote was a close one; and he 
believed that if the naked abstract question of right 
in a committee to reconsider had been presented, 
the vote would have been different. He hoped 
the sabject would be recommitted. 


Mr, FRANCIS THOMAS rose to make a few 
suggestions on the subject. The question was the 
simple one of recommitment. But had it not been 
just ascertained that the majority of the committee 
were adverse to the bill,and had already prejudged 
the question? It would bs foreseen that the majo- 
rity of the committee was not tien competent to de- 
liberate upon the matter. With these facis staring 
us in the face, was it right for the House to send it 
back to the Committee on Commerce, the majority 
of whom had not only pronounced their opinion, 
but also their judgment on this case? Would not 
such a course be in direct violation of that maxim 
of the law, which said it was not right to give the 
lamb to the wolf to nurse? He appealed to gentle- 
men whether it was right to recommit this subject 
to a committee, of which the majority had an an- 
tipathy to the bill. 

The morning hour ‘having expired, Mr. T. sus- 

ended all further remarks. 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the orders of the day; 
before passing to which, ` 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland gave notice that 
he would asz leave to introduce a bill to abolish 
imprisonment for debt in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to suspend the rules 
to enable him to submit a motion that the House 
rasolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays; 
which, having been ordered, were, yeas 103, 
nays 80. j 

So the rules were not suspended: there not being 
two-thirds. 

Mr. GALBRAITH rose toa privileged ques- 
tion. He said, since the votehe had given on yes- 
terday in favor of the passage of the bill for the 
relief of General Daniel Parker, he had more fully 
examined into the merits of the claim, and was 


-satisfied that that bill should not pass, The op- 


| that is, double rations. 
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portunity was not afforded him to examine the 
question before the vote was taken. He therefore 
moved that the yote on the passage of the biil be 
reconsidered, 


| Mr. GIDDINGS spoke of the merits of the claim, | 
and said it abil of more importance than was 


apparent on ils face-—that it was sn entering wedge 
toa class of claims of the same character. He said it 
was not bared apon principles of law or justice, 
but its only merit seemed to be that he was entitled 
to the claim because others had received it in like 
circumstances. He argued against the claim. 

Mr. COLES advocated the claim; spoke of the 
several favorable reports which had bern made 
from the Military Committee, and the Ways and 
Means Committee, in its favor, as proof that there 
was great merit in the claim. It had also received 
the favorable consideration. vf the Departments 
years ago. 

Mr. GOGGIN : poke in opposition to the motion 
to reconsider, and 

Mr. GALBRAITH in favor of that motion; 


when 

Mr. LINCOLN advocated the claim; spoke of 
the favorable report of the Committee on Miliary 
Affairs in 1836, of which the now Vice President 
[Mr. Jonnson] was the chairman. That report 
received the unanimous vote of that committre. 
He went intoa history of tht whole matter, aud 


` contended that the claim was one of merit unques: 


tionably. If one should rise from the dead, and 
speak with the tongue of an angel, the merits 
of the claim could not be made to appear more just 
or clear. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON argued that every 
officer similarly circumstanced had received what 
was proposed by the bill to be given to Gea. Parker; 
It was a question of justice 
and equity, if not of law, and hoped the voie on 
the passage of the bill weuld not be reconsidered. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved the previous 
question; which haviog been seconded, and the 
main question ordered, viz: “Shall the vote be re- 
considered.” 

Mr. GALBRAITH demanded the yeas and 
nays; which having been ordered, were—yeas 86, 
nays 63. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

The question then recurred on the passag? of 
ihe bill; when . 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved to lay the biil on 
tae table. 

Mr. EVANS demanded the yeas and nays on 


i 
ma 
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that motion; which having been ordered, were— i 


yeas 92, nays 64. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

Engrosced bill entitled aa act fcr the relief of 
John W. Bond and Oliver Perrin, came up in its 
order; and after a few remarks explanatory of its 
principles, by Messrs. EVERETT and HOP- . 
KINS, it was read the third time and pas red. : 

The bill for the relief of John J. Roane next 
came up in order on iis engro:sment, when a de- 
bate ensued, in which Messrs. HOPKINS and 
PROFFIT participated in opposition to the bill, 
and Mr. PETRIKIN in its favor; but before any 
action thereoa, 4 

The House, at half- past 2 o'clock, took its usual 
recess. 


The question then being taken on the motion to 
adjourn, resulted as follows—yeas 46, nays 47. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. EVANS then called upon the SPEAKER to 
adjeurn the House, there being no quoram. 

Mr. PROFFIT read the rule which relates to the 
adjeurnment of the House. 

Mr. EVANS referred to the Congressional 


`- Maaual, and argued that the practice 1n the British 
| Horse of Commons was forh- Speaker to adjoarn 
i: the House without any question, when it appeared 


there was not a quorum present. He therefore 
contended, that in the present case, there being no 
quorum, the SpeakeER was bound to adjourn -the 
Honse, without any question on the adjournment. 

The SPEAKER suid the gentleman frem Maine 
was partly right and partly wreng. The Speaker 
of the House of Commons csuid adjourn the 
House for want of a quorum without a question 
being taken; but the rule required him to remain 
inthe chair either two or four hours first, he could 
not recollect which. 

Mr. BRIGGS seid as the House bad refused to 
adjourn, he would move a call of tie House. 

Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PETKIKIN moved anadj ‘urnment. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he was entitled to the floor, 
and objected to the motion of adjournment being 
entertained. 

Mr. BRIGGS called upcn the Crair to count 
the House. 

The CHAIR did so, and reported 107 members 
present. 

Mr. HOFFMAN renewed the motion to ad- 


journ. 

Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

Tellers were then called for, but refused. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
adjourn, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 79, 
noes 35. 

So at half-past 4, p. m. the House adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, June 1, 1840. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of ci- 
tizens of Pennsylvania, praying for the imposition 
ofa duty of foreign silk; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial of the presi- 
dent and trustees uf the town of Green Bay; which 


|| was referred to the Commi'tee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of the 
Board of Trade of the city of New York in favor 


` of certain modifications of the proposed bankrupt 
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chair, when 


Mr. EVANS of Maine obsetved that there was l 


no quorum present, and that being the case, the | 
Speaker had no right to take the chair, it being 
contrary to the parliamentary law. The pariia- 
mentary law was, that if there was no quoruin pre- 
sent, the Speaker ought to adjourn the House 
without any question. 

After some debate of a conversationai character 
between Messrs. EVANS and McKAY, 

Mr. BRIGGS moved an adjournment. 

On that motion Mr. PROFFIT demanded the 
yeasand nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. EVANS again insisted that the Speaker 
could not, in accordance with parliamentary law, | 
entertain a question on the adjournment. If there | 
was no quorum present, he was bound to adjcurn | 
the House forthwith. © p | 


i 
£] 
if 


law in favor of the ereditor; which was read, or- 
dered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented a letter of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury relative to the quantity and 
value of sugar imported, and refined sugar export- 
ed, during the year ending September, 1839; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

"Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
citizens of the State of New York in favor of the 
passage of a bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. T. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
the State of Ohio, remonstrating against the use of 
bloedhounds in the Florida war; which was laid 


i the table. 
After the recess the SPEAKER resumed the i ort GEA 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition 
of cit.zens of Ohio, praying for an increase of du- 
tes on fcreign silk; which was referred to the Com- 


_ mittee on Finance. 


i 
i 
| 


tion; 


` Mr. LINN presented the petition of certain citi- 

zens of Stoddard county, Missouri, praying the 
establishment of a mail ronte; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office. 

Mr. SOUTHARD submitted papers relating to 
the boarding pistols and nfles invented by Samuel 
Colt; which were ordered to be. printed. 

Mr. STURGEON submitted the following mo- 
which was agreed to: i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be re- 
quested to examine and report on the claim of 
Mrs. Hannah Elmore, who claims a pension iR 
consequence of the services of the husband of the 
said Hannah during the Revolutionary war. 

Mr. WHITE, ftom the Committee on Pensions, 


to which was referred the bill for the relief of John 
H. Genther, made an unfavorable report theron; 
which was ordered to be printed. — : 

- Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the bill granting a pension to 
Margaret Jamison, reported the same without 
amendment. : ‘ 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill for the relief of Elizabeth 
Davidson, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the bill for the relief of Elizabeth 
French. f 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred the bill for the 
relief of Mary Sroufe, reported the same withont 
amendment. 

: Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land 

Claims, to which was referred the bill fer the relief 

of the children of Stephen Johnston, deceased, re- 
ted the same without amendment. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of the represeatatives of 
Wade Hampton, reported a bill for the relief of 
the legal representatives of Daniel Clark, Denald- 
son and Scott#and William Conway; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. - 

Mr. L. also from the same committee, to which 
was referred, 

: A bill confirming the claim of Augustine La- 
coste, to a certain tract of land therein named; and 

A bill for the relief of William Marbury, of 
Louisiana; reported the same severally with 
amendments. 

Mr. DAVIS, fromthe Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill for the relief of John 
L. Bowman, and Enoch C. Noyes, reported the 
same without amendment. 

The act to amend an act approved the 18th of 
January, 1839, entitled an act to amend an act en- 
tiled an act to require the judge of the District of 
East and West Tennessee to hold a court at Jack- 
son, in said State, approved June the eighteenth, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, and for other 
purposes; and — 

The joint resolution, authorizing the President of 
the Uniied States to accept certain presents from 
the Imaum of Muscat, and the Emperor of Mo- 
rocco, and to dispose of the same, 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The report from the Committee on Claims, in 
the case of the heirs of Robert Fulton, deceased, 
was taken up, and Mr. MERRICK addressed the 
Senate, at length, in opposition to the report, and 
in favor of the claim, but before concluding, the 
poy passed to the consideration of the special 
order. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The Senate resnmed the consideration of the bill 
to establish a-unifurm system of bankruptcy 
throaghoat the United States, and after several 
amendments had been proposed and discussed by 
Messrs. WRIGHT, CUTHBERT, WEBSTER, 
STRANGE, TALLMADGE, and PRENTISS— 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to strike out so 
much of the 18th section as proposed to include 
banking corporations. He did not iniend to go at 
large into the discussion as to the power of Con- 
gress to embrace this class of corporations in the 
bill under consideration. It had been his misfor- 
tune to be absent during a considerable part of the 
discussion that had been going on, and, therefore, 
he had not beard all the arguments in favor or in- 
clading them; but he occupied a position in regard 
to this matter which settled the question with him 
without difficulty. He represented a State which 
had seven banking institutions, the capital of five 

.of which was entirely furnished by herself, and all 
the liabilities of which she held herself bound to re- 
deem. Of course he was not prepared to 
put the Stace of Alabama in a condition 
of bankruptcy. Of the sixth institution, his 
State held two-fifths of the capital, and ap- 
pointed her „portion of the direction; and of tie 
seventh institution, two-fifths of the capital was 
reserved for the State, though not yettaken. By 
the laws of Alabama, no bank could be organized 
in it withont her being interested in it. Under 
these cireumstances, he could not yote for including 
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banking corporatiens in the bill, and he hardly be- 
lieved that any honorable Senator was prepared to 
include banks so situated. Asa friend te the rights 
of the States, and believing it to be indispensable 
to protect those rights, and preserve the institutions 


which the States considered valuab'e, he could not |; 


vote for a bill containing such broad 
guage in regard to them as this did. 

tered by the State, responsible to the States, 
in, many instances responsible to the Legis- 
latares, and in all instances responsible to the 
judicial tribunals, the States had, also, in many in- 


lan- 
Char- 


There were many instances of thiskind in other 
States, and, at all events, some benefits had been 


reserved to the people for chartering these institu- | 
It was unnecessary to pass on to the other | 
sections; this question was a test question, and he | 


tions. 


would therefore ask for the yeas and nays on it. 
The yeas and nays were then ordered. 


Mr. CALHOUN expressed a wish to address l 


the Senate on the subject; but as the hour was 
late, the further consideration of the bill was post- 
poned till to-morrow. 

On motionof Mr. BUCHANAN, the Senate 
took up and considered, as in committee of the 
Whole, the bill to carry into effect the treaty be- 
tween the United States and Mexico; and it was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, June 1, 1840. 
Mr. CUSHING rose to a privileged question, but 
gave wav to 
Mr. WADDY THOMPSON, whe asked per- 
mission from the gentleman from Massachusetts to 
make a brief statement in relation to some im- 


por'ant communications from the Secretary of War || l : t 
: for this day only; if so, he made that motion. 


to the Committee on Military Affairs, in relation to 
the troublesin Florida. 

Mr. T. whois chairman of the Military Com- 
mittee, proceeded to state that a communication 
had been received from the War Departments 
enclosing two letters from the head quarters of 
the army, conveying the lamentable intelligence 
that a vigorous attack had been made by the 
Indians, who had again concentrated‘ their force, 
in greater numbers than before. He desired that 
the communications might be read; after which, he 
was sure the House would agree with himin the 
opinion that the bill reported by the committee for 
raising 1,500 men, ought to be acted upon without a 
moment’s delay. 

The several letters were then read by the Clerk. 

Mr. THOMPSON again expressed his hope 
that the House would not hesitate a moment in 
acting upon the bill. It was simple in its 
nature; its" provisions were by no means intricate, 
and one half hour would be sufficient to dispose of 
it. If there was any gentleman who might wish 
to say any thing on the policy of Government or 
other matters connected with the Florida war, there 
were several other bills to come up connected with 
on which sach speeches might be made. Under 
those circumstances, he sincerely hoped that 
the bill reported by the committee for the ra‘s- 


ing of 1,500 men, would be suffered to pass without | 


delay. It was a bill having the sanction of the 
Secretary of War, and although he would not say 


the measures it proposed would determine the war, . 


yet he was confideat it. would do more towards 


bringing it to a speedy close than any other plan. | 
He was sure there could be no serious objection to | 
it, after hearing the communications which had j 


been read, and which were calculated to arouse the 
feelings of every patriot. He was confident the 
House would not refuse to go into Committee of 
the Whole at once on the bill. He entreated it, 
hay, in the name of the suffering people of Florida, 
he demanded that aclion should at once be had. 

Mr. T. concluded by moving a suspension of 
the rules for the puipose of going into Committee 
of the Whole on the aforesaid bill. 

Mr. DOWNING of Florida wished to say a few 
words on this subject, ix addition to what had been 
already stated by the gentleman from Soath: Caro- 
lina. Mr. D. stated that he had received letters 
from Florida, dated the 23d May, some little time 


later than the date of the facts referred “to ‘by ‘the 
Secretary of War, and which confirmed the ac- 
counts transmitted to the ‘Department. . He said 


| that among other instances of outrage, was One 


where two wagons had left the city of St. Augus- 
tine, under an escort of five United States soldiers, 


+ but they had not proceeded above six miles from 


the city before they were attacked. 

After reciting the particulars of this outrage, 
which were not heard by the Reporter, Mr. D. ap- 
pealed io the House, whether, under this. state of 


' things, it could deny protection to the people of 
stances received a bonus for the grants of charters. ` 


Florida any longer; when it appeared that not a 
man could leave his home without danger of an at- 
tack, and where no citizen was safe, but in a 
walled town? He sincerely hoped there would be 
no objection to taking up the bill. 

Mr. COLES did not rise for the purpose of dis- 
cussing the merits of the bill referred to by the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
who seemed to be of opinion that it would not oc- 
cupy the time of the House. He (Mr. C.) was of 
avery different opinion. He considered the bill 
by no means simple ia its provisions, but very in- 
tricate indeed, and which must necessacily create 
discu-sion. As for the communications from the 
Secretary of War, he did not consider the informa- 
tion transmitted of that importance which required 
immediate action, especially when it was considered 
that so many other subjects were demanding our 
attention. He hoped the House would not consent 
at pesent to go into committee on that bitl. 

Mr. PROFFIT having called for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to suspend the rules, they were 
ordered, and were—yeas 110, nays 94. - So the 
rules were not suspended, there not being two- 
thirds. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON inquired of the Cram 
whether it would be in order to suspend the rules 


Mr. ATHERTON suggested to the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Tuomrson] that, if he 
would permit the business to take its regular or- 
der, his object could be accomplished much sooner. 
This was resolution day; and, if he would permit 
resolutions to be received, that which he gave no- 
tice, on Saturday, he would offer this day,‘ for the 
repeal of the rule, could be adopted in a very few 
minutes, and it would then require but a majority 
to go into committee on the Florida bill, instead of 
two-thirds. But if this resolation was not passed 
to-day, to give itinto the power of the members 


| of the House to take up whatever bill it pleased, 
|; it would not again be in order for two weeks to 
; Offer it, without a suspension of the rules, which 


would require a vote of two-thirds. Therefore, 
those who are in fact in favor of passing upon the 
Florida bill immediately, and without delay, would 
accomplish that object by voting against suspend- 
ing rules at that time, for the purpose of passing 
the resolution indieated by him, so as to put it in 
the power of a majerity of the House to take up 
the bill at any time. He hoped the House would 
not suspend the rules till the resolution was 
adopted. g 

Mr. THOMPSON moved to suspénd the rules 
for this day; and on that motion demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered and were—yeas 
116, nays 85. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. HUNT said whatever might be the views 
of gentlemen as to the policy of the managment of 
war, there could be butone view as to the sufferings 
of the people of Florida. He therefore moved to 
suspend the rules for two hours. 

Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which were ordered. ? 

Mr: PETRIKIN submitted whether it was in or-. 
per to make this motion to suspend the rules 
for two hours, the House having refused twice to 
suspend for any time, on the principle that the ma- 
jor absorbed the minor proposition. These motions 
were evidently made to was‘e the time of the 
House, and to prevent action: on the resolution of ° 
Mr. Atuerton, which proposed to place it in the: 
power of a majority of the House to take up this- 
bill, ox any other bill they niay le a ee 
sympathy by the Whig party for the salle i 
ple of Florida was as unusual as it was ganatgrgl 


482 


to them; and it was merely feigned for the 
occasion, to defeat the resolution above indicated, 
which, if it were passed, would place the business of 
the nation in the hands of a majority of the 
Representatives of the people, and thus take it out 


of the hands of this factious minority, who are now | 


trying to defeat the resolution by the power they 
have under the rules—the power which it is pro- 

by the resolution to be repealed to-day. If 
the rules were to be suspended for two hours, or 
for the whole day, they would get up a debate on 
the bill and stave it off, for the purpose of defeat- 
ing other legislation. The people understand this 
stratagem of that party, and he hoped that the pro- 
position to suspend the rules would be voted down, 


as it ought to be, by those who are sincerely sym- | 


pathizing with the suffering people of Florida, and 
who are anzious now, as they have been anxious 
at other sessions, as well as at the early part of this 
session, to pass measures to alleviate their suffer- 
ings; but the majority of the House are powerless, 
and will remain so until the resolution to alter the 
rules, which is proposed to be offered by the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire [Mr. ATHERTON] to- 
day, shall be passed. 

The CHAIR decided that the motion to suspend 
the rules for a given time was in order. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
motion to suspend the ,rules, were—yeas 101, nays 
98. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. ` 

Mr. TRIPLETT, in accordance with notice 
previously given, moved to suspend the rules to 
enad'e him to report the bill amendatory ef the act 
granting pre-emption rights to the settlers on the 
pablic lands; which was passed by the House a 
few days ago. 

Mr. ATHERTON inquired of the Caatr whether 
it would not be in order for the gentleman to report 
the bill when his State was called, without any sus- 

asion of rules. 

The CHAIR replied that it would. 

Mr. TRIPLETT d-mand-d the yeas and nays; 


which having been ordered, were—yeas 72, nays | 


21. 

So the House refased to suspend the rules. 

Mr. CUSHING, after some preliminary Te- 
marks, moved a reconsideration of the vole by 
which, on Saturday last, the House decided that 
the report of Mr. Hitves, from the Cummittee on 
Commerce, in relation to the pilot law, should be 
received as the report of the majority thereof. 

Mr. C. explained that, when he voted, on Satur- 
day, he considered he was voting on the point of 
order, aad not on the merus of the bill. If that 
vole was to be considered as deciding the merits of 


| tive. 


the bill, he should wish to change his vote; as, al- | 


though he agreed with the point of order, he was 
against the bill. With the exception of some 
three or four gentlemen, he was surprised to see 
that the vote on Saturday was a pure party ques- 
tion. How that was, he did not preteni to say; 
bat he moved to reconsider the vote, with a view of 
giving gentlemen an opportunity of again examin- 
ing the matter. Mr. C. at some length, adverted 
to the ex.reme inconvenience of many of the ruies 
in Jefferson’s Manual, which had been adopted by 
the House. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved the previous question 
on the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. GRINNELL moved a call of the Houre, 
and on that motion demanded the yeas an! nays; 
which being ordered, were—yeas 26, nays 123. 

So the call was not ordered. 

Mr. PROFFiT moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table, and on that motion demanded the yeas 


and nays, which were ordered, and resuited—yeas | 


70, nays 129. 

So the House refased to lay it on the table. 

The question then recurred on the second to 
previous question. 

Mr. PROFFIT having demanded tellers to as- 
certain that fact; and Messrs. Coapman of Alaba- 
ma and W. C. Jonsson having been, appointed 
sach, reported that there were ayes 112, noes 51. 

So the previous question having received a se- 
cond—and the question, on ordering the main ques- 
tion, being next in order, . 

Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and`n 


the 
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which having been ordered, were—yeas 118, nays 
63. 

So the House having determined that the main 
question should be then put—which main question 
was, Shall the vote on the reception of the report 
be reconsidered? 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the yeas and nays; 
which, having been ordered, were—yeas 84, nays 
103. 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote— 
Mr. Cosuinc, who made the motion to reconsider, 
having voted against it. 

The House took its usual recess at half past two 
o'cloek. 

EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine rose to ask if resolutions 
were then in-order from the State of Maine. 

The SPEAKER answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. SMITH. Then I wish to offer the follow- 
ing resolution, which I desire may be read by the 
Clerk. ` j 

Mr. STANLY moved to añjour?a. 

Mr. SMITH. Ihave the floor, and do not yield 
it for the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. STANLY insisted oa having his motion to 


: adjourn put. 


The SPEAKER decided that the motion to ad- 


| journ could not be entertained, inasmuch as the 


| gentleman from Norih Carolina had no right to 


the floor to make the motion, the floor being in the 
ossession of the gentleman from Maine. 
Mr. SMITH said he was certainly entitled to the 


floor, and so long as he kept it, no gentleman could 


make any motion. He had risen in the first place 
and asked the Speaker if resolutions were in order 
from Maine. The Speaker replied in the afirma- 
That being the case, he now offered the 
resolution he held in his hand, and on it he more! 
the previous question. 

Mr. PROFFIT rose to a point of order. The 
gentleman from Maine could not offer a resolution, 
and move the previous question upon it before the 
resolution was read. 

Mr. EVANS said he wished also to state a ques- 
tion of order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE objected to more than one 
question,of order being entertained at a time. 


| 


The SPEAKER said that the point of crder of |: 


the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Evans] coul{ not 
be entertained until after the point of order raised 
by the gentleman from Indiana should have been 
disposed of. 

After some remarks from Mr. BELL in relation 
to the rules for governing such proceedings, 

Mr. EVANS persisted in urging his objection, 


which was, that the rule required the SPEAKER to | 


call for resolutions, whereas the gentleman [Mr. 
Smit] had offered the resolution without such 
call. 


The SPEAKER again reminded Mr. Evans . 


that but one questien of order could be raised ata 
time. 

In relation to the point of order raised by Mr. 
Paorrit, afier some further debate, 

The SPEAKER decided that it had been his first 
impression that the spirit of the 23d rule required a 
resolution to lay over, if any member intimated a 
wish to debate it, although the previous question 
had been called. But in compliance with nume- 
rous suggestions from members in the House, the 
practice had been changed, and it was decided on 


the Monday before, on the Cumberland road me- 


morial, that ifthe previous question were catled 
and seconded, the memoriai would not lie over, al- 
though a member expressed the wish to debate the 
motion to commit with instructions, because the 


previous question would cut off such debate, should. 


the main question be ordered. 
From this decision, Mr. PROF FIT tock an ap- 
peal, which appeal the Srzaxer decided was not 
then in order. 
Mr. SMITH explained that the resolaticn he 
offered was the resolution of which notice had 
been given on Satarday by the gentleman from 


New Hampshire, (Mr. Arnerton.] Mr. S. con- | 


tended that although the notice had been given by 
a member from another State, yet he, with the 


permission of that member, had a right to submit 
the resolution. 

Mr. ATHERTON here stated that he had given 
his consent. 

The SPEAKER decided that the gentleman from 
Maine had no right to offer a resolution, notice of 
which had been given by a member from another 
State. 

From this decision Mr. SMITH took an appeal, 
and on that appeal moved the previous question; 
which being seconded, the main question was or- 
dered, and being put, the decision of the CHAIR was 
not sustained—yeas 89, nays 92. 

The SPEAKER,was about to divide the House 
to ascertain whether the previous question was de- 
manded, when . 

Mr. BELL submitted tLe following as a question 
of order: 

“The gentleman from Maine offered a resolu- 
tion, and, before it was read or stated from the 
chair, moved the previous question. The point 
of order was, that it was not in order to move the 
previous question on a resolution before it was read 
or stated from the chair.” , 

The SPEAKER stated that it wasn conformity 
with the former decision and practice of the House, 
to move the previous question when the resolution 
was moved, fer the reason that the member who 
offered the resolution was entitled to the fluor upon 
it before any other could obtain it; and therefore 
it saved lime, without violating the right of any 
other member, to enable him to offer the resolution, 
and call the previous question at the same instant, 
without going through the form of announcing the 
proposition before the floor was given him to de- 
mand the previous question upon it. 

From this decision Mr. BELL took an appeal. 

"The question being on the appeal of Mr. Brut, 

Mr. CLARK moved a ca'l of the House. 

On that motion Mr. PROFFIT demanded the 
yeas and nays, which being ordered, were—yeas 
43, nays 139. ‘ 

So the call was not ordered. 

Tae question was then taken on the appeal, and 
being put as fo'lows: “Shall the decision of the 
Cuair stand?” it passed in the affirmative—yeas 
118, nays 85. 

YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 
Sampson If, Butler, William O.Butler, Bynum, Carr, Car- 
roll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, Mark 
A. Cooper, Craig, Crockett, Uross, Dana, Davee, John Davis 
John W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Karl, Eistman, Ely, Fietcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, 
Gerry, Griftin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, 
Hill of North Carolina, Hilten, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Jokn- 
son, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewi: Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, New- 
hard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin Pickens, 
Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, 
Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Albert smith, John Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, 


Sweney, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 


Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Watters 


‘ son, Weller, Wick, J.W.. Williams, Henry Williams, Jo: 


seph L. Williams, and Worthington—118. 
NaYS—Messrs. Alford, John YV. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 


. Barnard, Bell, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, John Cam 


bell, Carter, Chinn, Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Curtis, 


` Cushing. Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, 


lunt, James, Charles Johnston, 


Dellen Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, 
Hall, William S. Hastings, Honeys Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, 

empshall, Lincoln, Marvin, 
Mason, Mitchell, Morgan, Calvary orris, Naylor, Nisbet, 
Ozle, Osborne, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rayner, 


‘+ Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Slade, Truman 


Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. 
Wagener, Warren, Edward D. White, John White, Thomas 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, and Christopher H. Wil- 


' liams—85. 


Mr. BELL then demanded that the question, . 
«Wili the House now consider the resolution,” be 
put, and stated that he desired to debate the reso: 
lution. He also demanded that under the 22d 


` tale, whica provides that “all resolutions that give 


p 


rise to debate, shall lie over for discussion,” &. 
the resolutioa should lie over. 

The SPEAKER decided that the call of the pre- 
vious questien did not d-prive any other member 
of the right to raise the question of consideration. 
This could not be demanded according to rule, until 


: the proposition was announced, and the mover of 


%e proposition might defeat this indispensable 
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Continned from Neo. 27. 
right of another member by calling the previous 
question, if that is to be construed as cutting off the 
demand for the consideration. So far as the pre- 
vious question precluded debate upon the resolu- 
tion itself, it was no violation of the rights of any 
other member te permit the mover to call the pre- 
vious question, because, under any view of the 
case, he would be entitled to the floor to make this 
demand, before another could get it to debate the 
main question. And here, too, he was sustained 
by a previous decision of his predecessor: “At the 
third session of the Twenty-fifth Congress, Mr. 
Geant of New York moved a resolution, and de- 
manded the previous question, when objection to 
the consideration of the said resolution being made, 
it was laid on the table, under the rale.— House 
Journal, page 398. 
is resolution would, therefore, lie over. 

Mr. SMITH appealed from that decision, and 
on that appeal moved the previous question. 

Here much confusion arose, from many mem- 
bers attempting to speak at once; and it was some 
moments before order could be restored. 

The SPEAKER said the appeal was not de- 
batable. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked whether, in case the reso- 
lution should be entertained, and debate arose, 
it would not necessarily lie over. He gave notice 
that he objected to it 

The SPEAKER said it would be quite time 
enough, when the question on the appeal should 
have been decided. 


Mr. BANKS desired the Cuxrx to read the rule 


which related to notice of resolations; which was 
read accordingly. 

Mr. SMITH repeated his call for the previous 
question on the appeal, which was seconded, and 
the main question being ordered, the question 
“Shall the decision of the Cair stand?” was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 94, nays 115. 

The previous question moved by Mr. SMITH, 
when he submitted the resolution, was then se- 
conded. 

The main question was then ordered to be put— 
yeas 119, nays 83, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, ges 


an Davis, John W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Droom- 
poole, Duncan, Ear Eastman, Ely, Fletcher, Floyd, F 
g arland, i 


loman, Hoak, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jac 
Josep 
Jones, Keim,Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Lee Leonard, Lewis, 


chand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petri- 
in; Rhett, Rives, Ed- 
TB, ri sgall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 

Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Sumpter, Swearingen, Swene Taylor, 
Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Vanderpoel, Vroom, D. 
'agener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 

e 


nard, Bell, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun 
Jobn Campbell, William’ B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Clark, 
J i ing, Davi 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Delet, ‘edwards 
Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Gentry, Giddings, in, Goode, 
Graham, pares, preen, free yi am, iliam 8, 
asti w eni ill of Virgini offman, Jame 
Bek bah Sh Mea he aria, Ma 
tche é va orris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Pi 
Profit, Rena or, Reed, Ridgway: l Sons ail 


tty, Beirne, Black, Black 
'@. Brown B k ke Phan eon He nari oa . Brown, Albert 


Mark A. Cooper, Crai 

John Davis, J. W, Davia, Dickerson, Doan be E Dio 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fletche - 
brai th, Gerry, Grit Hammond, Han Floyd, Fornance, Gal 
kins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, 
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NAYS—Messrse. Adams, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, 
Bell, Biddle, Bond, Bri Brockway, Anson Brown, 
Calhoun, W. B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Jas. Cooper, Crabb, 
Crockett, Çushing, dward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dennis, ellet, Edwards, Evans, Fillmore, James 
Garland, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, 
Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, William S. Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, 
Wm. Cost Johnson, Kempshal, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, 


“Mitchell, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Ogle, Pope, Ran- 


dall, Randolph, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Sergeant, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, addy 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, 
ood, Peter J. "Wagener Warren, Edward D. White, 
John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williama, Jos. L. 
Williams, and C. H. Williams—87. . 

So the resolution was adopted as follows: 

Resolved, That so much of the one hundred and 
twenty-seventh rule of the House, as is in the fol- 
lowing words: “nor shall any rale be suspended, 
except by a vote of at least two-thirds of the mem- 
bers present,” be, and hereby is so far rescinded 
and changed, that the House may, at any time, by 
a vote of the majority of the members present, sus- 
pend the rules and orders of the House, for the 
purpose of going into Committee of the Whole on 
the State of the Union. 

Mr. PROFFIT then claimed the floor for the 
purpose of moving a reconsideration of the vote 
which had just been taken. , 

Some altercation here ensued between Messrs. 
Prorrit and Smira as to their right of the floor, 
which resulted in the Speaker awarding it to Mr. 
Prorrir. ; 

Mr. SMITH appealed from this decision. 

Mr. OGLE moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays on 
that motion, which having been ordered, were— 
yeas 85, nays 117. 

_ So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine said, for the purpose of 
saving the time of the House, he would withdraw 
the appeal. 

Mr. PETRIKIN here rose from his seat and 
said he would aver that the gentleman from Indi- 
ana [Mr. Prorrit] was not in his seat when the 
result of the vote was announced by the CHAIR. 
He was standing up many minutes before he asked 
the floor. Therefore, according to the rule, he 
was not entitled to the floor; but Mr. P. concluded 
that he was entitled to the floor, having risen from 
his place. 

The CHAIR said he had recognised the gentle- 
man from Indiana; and the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Perriarn] could not be entitled to 
the floor, unless he took an appeal from the deci- 
sion of the Cmar, and the House reversed the de- 
cision, 

å Mr. PETRIKIN did not press his right to the 
oor. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he wished to debate the mo- 
tion to reconsider; and was about to proceed, 


when 
Mr. BELL objected to his proceeding at that 
time, and founded his objection on the 22d rule, 


which rule prescribes that, on resolution day, such 


resolutions as excite debate must lie over. 
The CHAIR said the question of reconsidera- 
tion was a privileged question, and takes prece- 


‘dence over a}! other rales: therefore, the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Prorrir] could proceed in his re- 


marks. , : 

Mr. PROFFIT then spoke at some length of the 
tyranny, of subjecting a minority to be governed 
by a rule which gives it into the power of a majo- 


„Tity to pass to any matter of legislation they 


pleased. . He argued that it was unconstitutional 
in principle, and that it would deprive the minority 
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of that protection which the Constitution had pe- 
culiarly guarantied to it, and which had scrupu- 
lously been provided for. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he was willing the 
gentleman from Indiana should have all the benefit 
he could cerive from his extraordinary speech. He 
would not dispute such laurels with him. All he 
had to say was, that it was evident no good could 
arise from prolonging debate in the present excited 
state of the Honse. It would be obvious that the 
sooner the debate was ended the better. He would, 
therefore, conclude by moving the previous ques- 
tion; which received a second, and the main ques- 
tion was ordered. 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the yeas and nays on 
the main question, which was, “Shall the vote on 
the adoption of the resolution be reconsidered?” 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, were— 
yeas 89, nays 116. 

So the House refused to reconsider. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine moved that the House 
adjourn, but withdrew the motion at the re- 


uestof . 

j Mr. CUSHING, who asked the general consent 
of the House to have the joint resolution of the 
Senate relating to the Imaun of Muscat, referred'to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations; but 

Mr. STANLY objected to the reference; and 
then, on his motion, 

The House, at 8 o’clock, p. m. adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
e  Torspay, June 2, 1840. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut presented the cre- 
dentials of the Honorable Jasez W. HUNTINGTON, 
elected by the Legislature of Connecticut, a Sena- 
tor of that State forthe unexpired portion of the 
term of six years, commencing on the fourth of 
March, 1839. 
` Mr. HUNTINGTON appeared, was qualified, 
and took his seat. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from. the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the bill for tie relief 
ef Gen. Duncan L. Clinch, reported the same with 
an amendment. 

Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of James C. 
Reynolds, late postmaster at Reynoldsburg, Ohio, 
stating that he was removed without cause, and 
asking Congressional action thereon; and after a 
debate in which Messrs. CLAY of Kentacky, AL- 
LEN, and CRITTENDEN participated, its farther 
consideration. was postponed until to-morrow. 

. SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. CLAY 
of Alabama, to strike ont all relating to banks and 
corporations — oon 

Mr. CALHOUN addressed the Senate at length, 
and in a very forcible argument advocated tha mo- 
tion, and declared his opposition also to the remain- 
ing portions of the bill—tse voluntary part—as be- 
ing, in fact, an insolvent law, which Congress had 
no constitutional power to pass; and the compulsory 
part as inexpedient, because of the destructive 
effect on the debtor portion of the community in the 
present disordered state of the currency. 

The question then being taken on Mr. Cray’s 
motion, it was agreed to—ayes 28, noes 16, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Calhoun, Clay of 
Alabama, Clay of Kentcky, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Huntington, Hen- 
derson, King, Knight, Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Smith!of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
and Webster—28. 

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
naz, Grundy, Hubbard, Pierce, Roane, Smith of 
connections Strange, _xargoon, Tappan, Walker, 

all, Williams, and Wright—16. : 
Mr. CRITTENDEN ae moved to refer the bill 


10 a select committee. 
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Mr. WEBSTER spoke briefly ia faver of this 
motion, in order that the compulsory clause might 
be modified before the final vote upon it. 

Mr. GRUNDY and Mr. CLAY of Kentacky, 
spoke in favor of first taking the question on the 
admission of the principle of compulsion at all into 
the bill; and after some further remarks, Mr. 


CLAY of Kentacky moved to strike out the 18th | 


section, being the compulsory clause. 


Mr. WRIGHT intimating a wish to make some | 
remarks on the subject before the vote was taken, | 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuxspay, June 2, 1840. 


Messrs. BELL and DAVIES of Pennsylvania | 
made some remarks in reference to amending the | 


journal; and the latter made a motion to change 


the phraseology of a part of the record; which was | 


disagreed to by the House. 
Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina rose for 


the purpose of asking the general consent of the . 
that the House would ; 
then resolve itself into Committee of the Whole . 


House to submit a motion, 


on the state of the Union, to take ‘up the bill for 
raising sixteen hundred troops for the protection of 
Florida. He was satisfied that the discussion on 
the bill would not take up more than this day. 
Mr. GRAVES hoped the House would not con- 
sent to the motion; and alter some suggestions, 
Mr. THOMPSON said 


hour. 
The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 


he would not press the | 
motion until after the expiration of the morning , 


ness in order during the morning hour was the mo- , 


tion of the gentleman from New Jersey, 
RanboLrn,] to recommit:to-the Committee on Com- 
merce the bill reported from the committee by the 
gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Hlitcen,} to re- 
peal the law regulating pilots. — : : 

Mr. CURTIS, who was entitled to the floor, 
assumed that the motion to recommit opened for 
discassion the whole merits of the question. He 
desired to discuss the question in that way; and ab 
he believed that it would be debated during the 
morning hour for two days, and as many of the 
standing committees were anxious to report, he 
would suggest that the further consideration of the 
subject be laid over till to-morrow morning, for the 
purpose of receiving reports of ‘committees; to 
which suggestion the House yielded. 

Mr. GRAVES inquired 
Commitiee on Commerce (Mr. Coats} when a bill 
would be reported (in pursuance of the: recom- 
mendations made by the President and Secretary 


of War) making appropriations to pay for sites se- | 
board appointed for that purpose, for ; 


lecied by the 
the building of Marine Hospitals in the West. 
Mr. CURTIS entered into some explanations in 
regard to the condition of this question before the 
commiitee, aud from which it appeared that the de- 
lay in the action of the committee arose from the 


éodflicting claims of Wheeling and Pittsburg, and . 
the conflicting ‘reports im relation’ thereto. {The ! 
seven sites; | 


act of 1837 authorized the purchase-of 
six of them were -aceordingly selected; 
difficulty is, as to the 
or Pittsburg shall be fired upon.] 


and the 


Mr. GRAVES urged the propriety of reporting 
leaving the dis- | 


a bill as to the six selected sites, 
wed one to be acted on hereafter. 
Mr. MORGAN of 
justice done to one of his constituents, who had 
made a contract with the Government for the sale 
of land in’ Pittsburg for the site of one of these 
hospitals, but -who was kept out of his money. 
Mr. BIDDLE rose; but 


The SPEAKER remarked that there was no 


question before the House, and diseussion was ir- ` 


regular. 
"My. BIDDLE moved a suspension of the rules, 


to enable him to say a word on the subject; which | 
he declared ; 
it was not his purpose to enter upoh any contest as `: 
‘tothe comparative claims of Pittsbarg and Wheel- | 
could lead to no | 
useful purpose, and would only tend to shift’ re- | 
i é The.act of | 
duty of the President to i 


being accorded by a vote of two-thirds, 


ing; to do so in the House now, 


sponsibility from the proper quarter. 
1837 had rendered it the 


(Mr. | 


of the chairman of the | 


| 


seventh, whether Wheeling 


New York spoke of the in- | 


I| -cession to meet the request of the gentleman, or 
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make the selection. Mr. B. was unwilling the 
committee should be goaded into premature action. 
A communication from the Executive, he had rea- 
son to believe, would be made to the committee. 
He entertained a deep conviction that there had 
been great and inexcusable delay in the Executive 
action. The course which the Executive had now 
tardily taken, at the close of the session, even sup- 
posing it at all necessary to a just decision, might 
have been taken, and ought to have been taken, 
six months ago—yes, long before the present ses- 
sion commenced, when the report of the second 
Board of Surgeons reached the President. But he 
would not draw the subject from where the respon- 
sibility properly lay. The West would hold the 
President ultimately to a strict account. 

Mr. STEENROD said he must ask the indul- 
gence of the House to enable him to make a few 
remarks in reply to the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, (Mr. BipDLE,] on this subject. It was true, he 
said, that another board of commissioners had 
been ordered by the proper authority to ascertain 
which of these two poiats, Pittsburg or Wheeling, 
was the proper and appropriate place for the Ma- 
rine Hospital. And itis true that the appropria- 
tion mast be suspended for these improvements, 
until the further action and retarn of this 


pletion of the marine hospital at Mobile, and fur- 
nishing the same; which was read twice, and refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole, and made the 
order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the same committee, report- 
eda bill for the protection of the commerce on 
Lake Michigan; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole, and made 
the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. BURKE, from the same committee, reported 
back to the House without amendment, Senate bill 
entitled an act for the relief of Jacob Parnell and 
_others, owners of the Eliza of Brunswick; which 
was committed to the Committee of the Whole, 
and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. CRARY, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported back to the House, without 
amendment, Senate bill entitled an act to autho- 
rize the State of Tennessee to issue grants and per- 
fect titles to certain lands therein described, and to 
settle the claims to the vacant and wnappropriated 
lands within the same, passed 18th April, 1836. 

Mr. C. moved that the bill be read the third 
time, and be put upon its engrossment. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved the commitment 
of the bill to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CROCKETT hoped that this bill would not 
be permitted to be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole; but that it would be read the third time, as 
proposed by the gentleman from Michigan, and put 
upon its passage. The bill had been before Con- 
gress for twelve years, and had been frequently re- 
ported upon favorably. It had received the sanc- 
tion of the three or four standing committees of the 
Senate, and three committees of the House of Re- 
presentatives. He hoped if it was the desire of 
any gentleman to examine the bill, that they would 
permit it to lie on the SreaKER’s table, and take 
occasion to examine it there; but if there was no 
objection, he would be glad if the bill would be 
pul upon its passage, and to effect that object, and 
it in order, he would move the previous question 
ow the motion of the gentleman from Michigan 
{Mr. Crary] for the third reading of the bill. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS objected to such a course. 
It was a very important bill, and hoped that it 
would be referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CAVE. JOHNSON made some remarks 
explanatory of the principles ef the bill, and urged 
its immediate passage. . 

[The motion for the previous question operating 
on the motion to commit, and mot on its passage of 
the bill, it was not pressed.] 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON urged the propriety of 
committing the bill. He regarded the bill as the 
first step towards the surrender of the whole public 
domain. It was a bill of the utmost importance, 
and should have full investigation. It was a mea- 
sure involving a question of revenue, and the rights 
of all the States. He believed there was some- 
thing wrong in the bill, otherwise the friends of it 
would not wish to press it through in such a hur- 
ried manner. 

Mr. CRARY considered the motion of reference 


board. 
But with what propriety or justice could the hono- 
rable gentleman trom Pennsylvania (Mr. BrppLE] 
charge this consequent delay on the President? 
How, said he, could any censure or improper im- 
putation be justly cast on the President? The law 
of 1837 imposed on the President the selecting of 
the respective sites for the hospitals ordered to be 
established on the Western waters by the law. In 
pursaance of this law, they authorized a board to 
be appointed by the President, which board selected 
and contracted for the site at Wheeling: so far the 
President was not unmindful of his duty, nor was 
he tardy in discharging it. But what was the course 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. BippLz,] 
or those whom he so ably represents. This decision 
-of the board was then challenged, the President was 
remonstrated with, and his authority invited to in- 
terpose, and to give the constituents of the honora- 
ble gentlemen another hearing, that their claims 
might again be presented for consideration. They 
petitioned that another board might be appointed. 

his was granted. For this delay—for this con- 


petition of his constituents, of course he will not 
complain, or censure the President. It must then 
be the cause of the recent delay. The other 
board of commissioners, appointed on the remon- 
strance of the gentleman, (Mr. BIDDLE) or his 
constituents, selected and recommended Pittsburg 
as the proper and appropriate place. Mr. S. said 
that it was then rendered his duty to interpose and 
petition the President, and present to his considera- 
tion such reasons as, in justice to those he repre- 
sented, might induce him to appoint another board, 
whose decision should be final on the subject. If, 
then, there has been unusual delay in concluding 
this matter, the blame must rest on. others, but cer- 


tainly not on the President. as tantamount to a motion for rejection. It was 
The SPEAKER called the committees for re- evident that the Committee of the Whole oa the 
ports; when state of the Union had very much abused its privi- 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- || leges. Wehad already spent a month of the ses- 


sion in the discussion of one bill in that committee. 
It was a place where debate was almost intermina- 
ble. It took from the majority all their power and 
gave it into the hands of a few individuals. If 
this bill went to that committee, it would not be 
considered this session. We had bills enough 
there already to occupy our time till August, and 
we had yet other bills to refer, that should receive 
consideration. By referring the bill before us, the 
whole question of the public, lands will come 
under discussion. We shall have speeches on the 
right of pre-emption, on the subject of graduation 
and distribution, and all these on a bill that does 
not involve the principles of either of those great 
measures. 

This bill proposes to do for the State of Tennes- 
see what should have been done long ago. In 
that State we have had public lands for near fifty 
years, but we had never surveyed them, had never 
sold an acre of them, and we never would. Such 

was their situation that it was no object fo survey 


merce, reported back to the House, with an amend- 
ment, Senate bill entitled an act to refund to Noah 
Miller and others a part of the proceeds of the sale 
of the British sloop Mary and cargo, which were 
captured by them, and libelled by them for the 
benefit of the United S:ates; which bill and amend- 
ment were ordered to he printed. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill making appropriations for the erection 
of a custom-house in the city of Richmond, in the 
State of Virginia; which was read twice, and, 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and the bill ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CURTIS aiso reported from the same com- 
mittee a bill to establish a port of entry at St. Jo- 
seph’s, in the State of Florida; which was read 
twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. ; 
Mr. HABERSHAM, from the same committee, 
reported a bill making appropriations for the com- 


« 
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‘them. This bill proposed giving the control of 
them to the State on ceriain conditions, too onerous 
to the State, it was trae, butsuch as she was willing 
to accept. He would have willingly given condi- 
tions more favorable, but he had yielded to the 
wishes of others, in the hopes that the present bill 
would meet with approval from all sides of the 
House. re 

He repudiated the insinvation of the gentleman 
than from Maryland [Mr. Jonnson.] He 
did not wish to take any advantage of those 
:who` were opposed to the bill. He only desired 
action, and action was the duty of the House. The 
-new States have nothing to gain by voting for this 
measure. Their interests were to be promoted by 
‘keeping the State of Tennessee in her present 
vassalage, until they were able to effect a cession 
-of the lands of the Government within their own 
borders. The passage of this bill will soon place 
Tennessee at the side of the old States. Reject it, 


and her interests and feelings must remain with | 


the new. He should vote for the bill, not from any 
Motives of policy which governed his views in 

regard to the public lands, but because its passage 
. was due to a sovereign State of this Union. 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky spoke of the political, 
‘organization of the Committee on the Public 
Lands. It stood four and four when this question 
was before it; but the bill had received the unani- 
mous sanction of: that commi'tee. The bill was 
not intended as an inroad: on the public domain, 
as was stated by the gentleman from Maryland, 
(Mr. Jounsen.} Mr. W. spoke of his serupulous 
regard tor the protection of the public domain. He 
had always opposed any inroad upon it; and re- 
ferred to his past course in proof of that fact. He 
said that this bill was a measure of protection; a 
measure to preserve that domain; and he believed 
if the character of it was understood by the gentle- 
man from Maryland, [Mr. Jonnson,] and if he was 
to take a statesman-like view of the subject, he 
would vote for the bill. He adverted to the great 
injustice which had been done the State of Tennes- 
see by the course which the National Government 
had practised towards it. Whilst the lands of all the 
other States and Territories had been surveyed by 
‘the United States, and brought into the market, the 
State of Tennessee had been patiently waiting for 
more than fifty years, either to have the land sur- 
veyed and brought into market, or to relinquish it 
to her, that she might survey it herself. Bat that 
State had been compelled to witness the cream of 
the Jand picked out by the State of North Carolina, 
to locate her military land warrants—picked out 
not by quarter sections, but by acres. He thought 
it a measure of great hardship to Tennessee. The 
Government had never surveyed the land, and it 
will never dare risk the expense of a survey; this 
bill should pass as a matter of right and of justice. 
The lands were worth nothing to the Government, 
and should be given up to the State “of Tennessee. 
‘The bill did not involve an expenditure of mo- 
ney, and he hoped it would not be committed. 
` After a few remarks by Mr. JOHNSON of Ma- 
ryland, in reply to Mr. Wartrz, Mr. CRABB 
was understood to say that this bill differed very 
little from the. graduation bill. He was not 
distinctly heard, but was understood to be opposed 
to this bill. 


Mr. WHITE of Kentucky said the protection of | 


the public domain was a measure near and dear to 
his heart. This was a measure of protection. 
The bill had been already discussecf reely at other 
times, and had cost the Government more than 
$100,000 by such discussion. He hoped it would 
not be committed. The morning hour having ex- 
pired, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 


Mr. W. THOMPSON of South Carolina moved 
to amend that motion, so that the House go into 
committee on the bill to raise troops for the protec- 
tion of Florida. 

_ The CHAIR suggested that if the House went 
into committee, a majority could take it up. 

Joint resolation of the Senate, authorizing the 
President to receive the presents from „the Imaum 


Of Muscat and the Emperor of Morocco, having 
been read twice, was, 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Other Senate bills were read twice, and appropri- 
ately referred. . 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the State of 
the Union, on the bili to raise troops fer the pro- 
tection of Florida. 


The CHAIR suggested that if the gentleman | 
made that specific motion, it would take two- | 


thirds. . - 
Mr. THOMPSON then said he woald not 
make it. 


The House then resolved itself into Committee of | 


the Whole, (Mr. Bangs in the chair,) and took up 
the 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. LEET, being entitled to the floor, addres 
the committee at much length in favor of the bill, 


and in reply to the several objections urged against ; 


it. He contrasted the-benefits which would arise 


‘from this measure with the injurious effects of the 


deposite system, and showed that it was impossible 
to suggest a more safe, convenient, and constitu- 
tional mode of keeping the pablic money. After 
illustrating and establishing his positions with nu- 
merous references to facts, he proceeded to show 
the fallacy of the charge that the Government was 
distinct from the people. He contended that such 
could never be the case, 
nature of things for the people to be separate ffom 
the Government. Their interests were inseparable, 
and always were and would continue the same. 
He then drew a glowing picture of the fatal con- 
sequences which would result in case of a war, if 


Government had its funds in the hands of the ` 


banks. 

The bill, he said, should pass, and he ventured 
to assert that it would pass. It was a plain, sim- 
ple, and constitutional measure, and would impart 
into the currency health, by infusing into it more 
gold andsilver. If this was not the best measure 
to meet the condition of the country, and if it did 
not meet the approbation of the Opposition, he 
challenged them to bring forward their plan. What 
better plan than this have the Opposition; what 
measure have they to present to the country? Echo 
answers, where? We have heard them reproach 


| 
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probably nota member of this committee, whose 
views were not fully known upon the bill now 
under consideration, previous to his election. In 
many instances the opinions entertained in re- 
gard to the measure, were made the touch- 
stone by which the political faith of gentlemen 
was tested; and upon those opinions depended 
their election or rejection by the people. For one, 
I should have been perfectly willing to have given 
my vote in favor of the bill, without the least dis- 
custion from either side of the House; but, inas- 
much as it has been, and from present appearances, 
is to be, very fully discussed, I desire to state some 
of the reasons which have Operated to form my 
opinion in regard to it. 

That the good faith of the Government must be 
kept in meeting promptly and satisfactorily all pe- 
-cuniary demands upon it, cannot be questioned by 

any one. Our civil officers who are scattered 
throughout the whole extent of the Union, in all 
the several States, must be paid for their services. 


the President for not relieving the country by.a ` 


proper measure, and they will not suggest that 
better measure, as one antagonistical to this. 


State deposite banks have been tried—all have 


‘failed. The Independent Treasury, then, is the | 
-only safe, just, and constitutional measure which 


the President could recommend. Mr. L. then went 
into an analysis of the bill, and commented on its 
different provisions, showing that it fully accorded 
with the position he assumed above. The bill pro- 
hibited the loaniag or using of the public money. 
It was the loaning and using of the public moneys 
that created all the ruin of which the Opposition 
now complain. 

Mr. L. also adverted to a variety of other 


matters in connection with this bill, which remarks — 


will be hereafter given in full, as early as conve- 
nient. 


The | 
Bank of the United States has been tried—the | 


Mr. BROCK WAY had just entered upon an ar- ` 


gument in opposition to the bill, 


When the usual hour having arrived, the House . 


took a recess until 4 o’clock. 
EVENING SESSION. 

The House resumed its session at 4 o’clock. 

-Mr. BROCK WAY denounced the bill as calcu- 
Jated to blight the prosperity of the whole country. 
He was confident it would blast and wither the in- 
terests of the New England States. It would bring 
ruin upon the manufacturer, and reduce the labor- 
ing man to starvation. In fact it was impossible 
to foresee the extent of the disastrous conse- 
quences which must result from the adoption of 
the measure. Mr. B. then examined the bill in 
detail, and contended, among other matters, that 
under its operation every deputy postmaster would 
be a Sub-Treasurer, etc. and contended that the 
bank deposite system was the safest one, etc. 


~ Mr. EASTMAN said: Mr. Chairman, there is ` 


It was against the very || 


Our army and our navy must be honorably and 
l honestly supported; and ali who contract with this 
Government, and do service for it, in whatever 
capacity, must be compensated. If this be not the 
‘ease, of what value is our Government? Sir, it 
would not stand a day. It would virtually be 
dissolved. It would resolve itself into its original 


| elements and the security of the whole people 


over their persons and property would at once be 
lost. i 

For the convenience both of the Government 
and its creditors, it must be obvious that the funds 
with which payments are to be made, mast be in 
different sections of the Union. In all our States, 


the judges and cfficers of the United States Courts, 
the jurymen that attend those courts, and many of 
the witnesses also, are to be paid by the Govern- 
ment. For these services, satisfaction mast be 
made where they are rendered. Portions of our 
: army are accommodated, by being paid at one 
point, and other portions at another. So also with 
our navy. So with our list of pensioners; with 
our mail contractors; with those employed upon 
` our. public works, and with all, indeed, that do bu- 
siness for the Government. 

And, sir, not only is it necessary that the Go- 
vernment should meet, with promptitude and cer- 
tainty, all demands upon it, butit is right that those 
demands should be paid in'a currency that shall be 
entirely satisfactory to the ereditor. It should be 
done in a currency that is not only not depreciated, 
but in one that is incapable of being depreci- 
ated. 

Now, sir, let us examine this bill, and see how 
far its provisions are calculated to keep ‘inviolate 


! the public faith, and preserve untarnished the na- 


tional honor. For, however much gentlemen may 
differ as to the provisions of the bill, and the effect 
‘which it will have, should it become a law, none 
will deny that one of the very first, if not, indeed, 
the foremost object of every administration, should 
be the honest and prompt falfilment of all its con- 
tracts. 
What, then, are the objects of the bill? Simply 
these. They are for the collection of the money 
that may, from time to time, be due to the Govern- 
ment—for its safekeeping before it shall be paid 
out after its collection—for its transfer from one 
point to another, where it may be required to pay 
| the public creditors, and fer the payment of those 
‘creditors as their demands may fall due upon the 
: Government. 
‘ To carry out these objects, the bill provides that 
` four officers shall be appointed, to be denominated 
: receivets general, who shall have offices located at 
Boston, New York, Charleston and St. Louis; the 
offices at Boston and New York to be kept in the 
` new custom-houses of those cities; the office at 
Charleston to be kept in the custom-house of that 
city, if suitable rooms can ‘be procured—other- 
wise, a building to be erected; and at St. Louis, a 
building is to be procured or erected. In all of the 
offices, sufficient vaults and fire safes are to be 
used, that the money may be as secure from felons 
and fire as the wisdem of man can meke To ps 
sides these four gentlemen, two others, 
now officers of the Government, e TATT of 
the Mint at Philadelphia, and the Treasurer of the 
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S aaae Daaa as they may be beat ac 


Branch Miat at New Orieans,) are te perform the 
denes of receivers general at those respective 
pieces, is addinos to their present duties. 


| 


| 


Let us now oee how these four officers are to be | 


appointed. They are to be nominated by the Pre- 
mident and confirmed by the Senate. They are to 
be selected from the whole people of this Union, 
for iheir weight of character, their standing in so- 
ciety, their thorough and efficieat business habits, 
aad, ia a word, for their qualifications for such re- 
sponsible stations. Will it be said here, sir, as has 
been declared by the gentleman from Connecticut, 
that mere political partisans will be selected, 
thal qualifications will not be takea into the ac- 
count, bat that he who has wo:ked the hardest and 

the truest, will receive the nomination to the 

1 Bur, let me tell gent'emen that were T the 
President of these United States, I would recom- 
mend bo man to an office of this importance, who 


, sory sureties, 
beyon:{ all suspicion and reproach? What man of 


tion by the President, but they have to pass 
through another trial, that of procuring sureties to 
their large and heavy ofisial bonds, which are re- 
quired to be signed by men whose responsibility 
shall be unquestioned. Now, sir, is it to be sup- 
posed that they will be able to obtain such satisfac- 
unless their honesty and mtegrity is 


responsibility would sign svoh bonds, unless he be- 


-lieved his principal to possess a cuarac.er for bu- 
- siness and uprightness that could not ia any way 


had not worked hard and pulled true in the Demo- | 


eratic ranks. Yes, sir; pelled true through the 
whole of his political life, or else should give cuch 
evidences of a tree conversion to the Demecratic 
faith, an would leave no fears of his backsliding; 
and, sir, when I say this, I should have no appre- 
tension: that any one who was not honest, not per- 
fectly upright, not fully qualified for the station, 
woald be na aerie by the President. Is it :o 
be supposed that among the handreds of thousands 
of Democrats who are scatiered throughout the 
whole extent of this Repablic, there cannot be 
foend four, whose honesty, integrity, and capabili- 
ty are sufficiently elevated to make them fit nomi- 
wees for the station? No one would undertake to 
entertain a doubt upon the subject. Sir, I have not 
that horror of party men which some gentlemen 
ans to have. I see nothing unbecoming the in- 

of men for those who entertain the 


same political priaciples, to concert as to the best , 


carry oat those principles. I see no- 
thing improper in their comparing views, — 
agreeing upon the plass of operation. I can disco- 
ver nothing ceasurable in adhering to these plans, 
aad supporting thove men for pablic stations, 
who will sustain those principles; and, sir, I 
should 
deat owed, not only to 
friends, that he should nominate his own support- 
ers to Gill these offices. Besides, sir, what object 
could a President of these United States have in 
appoisting to such a station a 
maa? Sir, leta President of this great people be 
ever so ambitious and corrupt, he would never 
venture to nominate to the Senate one whom he 
did pot himself fully believe to be both honest and 
for bis own pradence, his love for his 
own repatation, if nothing else, would deter him 
from pursuing such a course. And, sir, when we 
bave in the chair of state a man of wisdum and 
integrity, as I trust and fully believe we now have, 
we can have no apprehension that one unsuitable, 
in any particular, would receive a nomination. 
Bat, sir, let it be borne in mind that these offi- 
cers are not to be ented by the President. They 
are to be nominated by him, aad, before they can 
be commissioned through aa 
n that 


then, we have 
and skill of 


throws around the condect and course of these of- 
ficers. By the seventh section, it is provided, that 
“ghall respectively give bonds to the United 
in such form, and for 
be direeted by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
aad with the advice and consent of the President, 
with sureties to the satisfaction of the Solicitor of 
the Treasury; and shall, from time to time, renew, 
increase their official bonds, as the 
with consent of the 


view it to be a duty which the Presi- | 
himself, but to his political - 


bad and unqualified . 


|! be impugned? No one, sir; no one. 


But the security stops not here. The twelfth 


` section of the bill substantially provides, that the 


` section exp:essly provides, 


—————— oer e 


Secretary of the Treasury shall have power to 
cause an examination :o be made at any time 
in'o the books, accounts, and all matters and things 
connected with these officers. And not only has 


the Secretary of the Treasury this general power, as — 
pat the thirteenth | 
that it shall be the duty ` 


given by the twelfth section, 


of each naval officer and sarveyor, uf each register 
of a land office, of the director and superintendent 
ef each mint, that they may act as checks upon 
their several depositories, at the close of each 
quarter of the year, and as much more frequently 
as they shali be directed by the Secretary of Trea- 
sury to do so, to examine the books, accounts, Te- 
turns, and money onh ad of their several deposi- 
tories, and to make a .2!l, accurate, and faithfal 
return to the 


tion. 

And here, sir, it might be supposed, by those 
who believe in the common honesty of man, that 
the bill might stop—that men who are honored 
with the confidence of the President—who receive 
not only his approval, but whose characters and 
qualifications pass through the close review and 
sinet scratiny of the Senate; who, after being com- 
missioned, are compelled to call upon their friends 
to stake their allas guarantees for their fidelity, and 
who are subjected to a general and special super- 


vision of all their acts, might be trusted, without | 


going further. Bat such is not the case. To addi- 
tion to all the previous precautions and guards, the 
17th section recaires that these officers shall keep 


an accarate entry of each sum received, of the kind | 


_ of money in which it is received, and of each pay- 


, taken, converted, invested, used, of loaned, which | 


ment or transfer, and of the kind of currency in | 


which it is made. And,sir, as if “to make as- 
surance doubly sure,” it further provides, “ That 
if any one of the said officers, or of those connected 
with the Post Office Department, shall convert to 
his own use, in any way whatever, or shall use, by 


way of investment in ary kind of property or mer- | 
chandise, or shall loan, with or without interest, | 
| any portion ef the public moneys 


for safekeeping, disbursement, transfer, or for 
any other purpose, every such aci shall be 
deemed and adjudged to be an embezzlement of 
so much of the said moneys as shall be thus 


is hereby declared to be felony; and any officer or 


agent of the United States, and all persons advising | 
act, being convicted thereof | 
before any court of the United States of competent | 


or participating in »och 


jurisdiction, shall be sentenced to imprisonment for 
a term of not less than six months nor more 


` than five years, and toa fine equal to the amount 


embezzie&” 

With these four officers thus appointed, and 
around whom so many guards and checks are 
thrown, together with the Treasurers of the Mints 
at Philadelphia and New Or'eans, who are to give 
similar bonds and be subject to similar scrutiny 
and penai provisions, are the moneys of the United 
States to be deposited, instead of the United States 
and other Banks as heretofore. With them the 
several collectors aad ali officers of the Govern- 


' ment of every character and description who recive 


such amounts as shall ` 
by 


money for the 


required to deposite with 
their respective locations, at least as often as once 
a week, and as much more frequently as they shall 
be directed, all moneys which they may collect. 


the receiver general of 


Upon there officers, with the funds in hand,the | 
of the Treasury can draw his drafts, and ; 
grade of the public creditors receive | 


Secretary 
every class and 


entrusted to him | 


Government and reside in the seve- | 
ral districts where these offices are situated, are 


Treasury Department of their condi- | 


i 


| former practice, 


| provisions of the 17ih section, 


heir pay at such points as they may be best ac- 
commodated. 

With regard to the provisions of this bill, a great 
mista‘ce has pervaded the public miad. To whom 
Unis is tO be attributed is, perhaps, not for me to 
say. I cannot forbear remarking, however, that 
in many sections of the country the Opposition 
press, either trom ignorance or from some other 
cause not so excusable, have endeavored to create 
the impression that the public funda were to be 
scattered in a manner wholly unprecedented, 
among an almost innumerable number of officers, 
unsate and irresponsible. Even every deputy 
postmaster has been heralded forth as a Sub-Trea- 
surer. 
But, sir, 
creates four new offices, and four only, 


I believe I have shown that this bill 
who are de- 


| mominateu receivers general. I have shown, too, 


that with these officers, and the two treasurers of 
the mints at Philadelphia and New Orleans, are to 
be deposited, forthwith, all the moreys. of the Go- 
veniment collected in their respective locations. 


| This, with the exception of receipts by deputy post- 


masters, will embrace almost the entire amount of 
the collections of the Government. 

1 wish now, sir, to examine '2e arrangements of 
the Post Office Department, as they will be under the 
provisions of this bill, and compare them with the 
that we may see how its funds are 
to be managed, and with haw much truth these 
allezations are made against this Department. 
There are, I believe, some ‘uirteen thousand depu- 
ty posimasters in the United States at the present 
time. Of there about eleven thousand will pay 
over immediately, as they now do, on each quar- 
ter day, the amount in their hands, to the contrac- 
tors on the routes whe.e the post offices are esla- 
blishe’—the contractors having an order to 


| that effect. The others, being the larger of- 


fices, and sitv.::d in the neighborhood of 
the receivers general, are to deposite with them; 
the moneys to be kept in a separate account 
from the other money of the Government, 
and to be used by the Postmaster General where 
they shall be needed. So thet, by the operations 
of this bill, the money is to be taken from the 
hands of the deputy postmasters, immediately upon 
its collection. If one dollar is appropriated by 
them to their own use, we have seen that, by the 
they thereby subject 
themselves 'o fine and imprisonment. Now, sir, 
how has it been veder former arrangements? Al- 
most the en ire amount w.s depos.ted in banks, 
scattered througinoat the country, and the balance 
paid by drafts in favo: of contrac ors. The Me- 
tropolis Bank, situate.J in this city, collected of the 
other banks the sams ceposited wita them, and paid 
many of the coatractors here. Under such an ar- 
rangement, deputy posimaste's, situated in remote 
places, in many instaaces retained the fands in 
their hands cor we'ks. The gz:t'eman from Con- 
necticut states that many of these became defaalt- 
ers. This I do notdeny. Bat, sir, I contend that 
the provisions of this bill will be effectual to pre- 
vent such delinquencies for the future. The banks, 
too, could retain *.em, enjoying the benefits not 
only of the deposites, but of paying out their own 
bills to cont sctors; the Government, in the mean 
lime, having no adequate secmity therefor. With 
how much truth, then, can it be alleged that depu- 
ty postmasters, by the provisions of this bill, are to 
have any more control over the moneys that pass 
through their hands than heretofore, when, in 
fact, they do not have so much, and are guarded 
by much more strict provisions of law? 

Let us now look, for a moment, to the sitaation 
of the public moneys when deposiied in the United 
States Bank. During the time of the deposite of the 


| moneys of the Government in that institution, all the 
: revenues of the country, whether collected npon: 


imports of goods, or from the sales of the public 
lands, or from whatever source, were deposited 
there. These moneys, amounting to hundreds of 
millions, during the series of years that they were 
deposited in that institution, were-taken by the 
Bank, and discownted upon to its customers and of- 
ficers. It is believed that, in many instances, those 
collected at New York, which amounted to a great 
portion of the whole, were shipped to England, to 


form there a fund by which the Bank could deal in 
exchanges from country to country. In fact, the 
moneys and whole treasure of the nation were un- 
der the entire control of the Bank, and were used 
by it as suited the pleasure of its officers. It is 
true that the drafts of the Government in favor of 
its creditors were paid by the Bank; and it is also 
true that these drafts were paid in the notes of the 
Bank. 

And now, sir, let me ask, will not the money of 
this Government be as safe under the provisions of 
this bill as when deposited in the United States 
Bank? Will it not be as secure from felons with- 
oat or felons within? Will it not be‘as well 
protected by the bolts and bars and vaults in the 
buildings provided for the receivers general, as ina 
bank? And may it not, with the strongest confi- 
dence, be asserted, that-men appointed as these of- 
ficers are required to be, and surrourded by checks, 
by bonds, by penal laws, who have not only the 

Teputation and interests of those who have re- 
posed corifidence in them at stake, but their own 
personal honor, honesty, and even liberty, involved, 
‘will be as honest and as trustworthy as a corporation 
without soul, and with no object in view but the 
distribation of dividends and the accumulation of a 
sorpias?' The receiver general has the honor of 
his Government at stake—the bank the interests 
of its stockholders. The receiver general has every 
inducement that a man can have to be faithful and 
honest—the bank bas but one only, that of inte- 
rest. The receiver general is a man, with all the 
feelings of a man, with hopes and fears, and all the 
sensibilities of a resporsible being—the bank is a 
body politic and corporate, a mere machine, with 
individual responsibility resting upon no one. But, 
says the gentleman from Connecticut, Swartwout 
abscended. True, sir; he deserted the Democratic 
patty, joined the Conservatives, and ran away 
with the money. Tis to prevent a repetition of si- 
milar oceurrences that this bill is needed. Had 
such a law as this bill proposes to enact been in 
force, that money would never have been lost to 
this people. 

Bat, sir, let us go a little more into par- 
ticulars, and see the situation of the funds of 
the Government, while in the hands of the United 
States Bank. I will not discass the exclusive pri- 
vileges which the Bank enjoyed, and the immense 
dividends which it made during the continuation of 
its charter. It is sufficient for my purpose to ex- 
amine into the scurity of the public moneys while 
under its control. 

The capital of that institution, it will be recol- 
lected, was thirty-five millions; seven millions be- 
longed to the United States,and the remaining twenty- 
eight millionsto the stockholders,g°, 105,500 of which 
was publicly owned by /oreigners. I: bad twenty- 
five directors, five of whom were appointed by the 
President of the United States, and the remainder 
were chosen by the stockholders. It will be very 
easy to conceive that this Bank could be entirely 
controlled by a foreign Government; for notwith- 
standing the charter provides that no per- 
son not a citizea of the United States shell 
be a director, and that no foreign siockheiter 
should have a vote in the choice of directors, 
yet how easy would it be for the foreign 
stockholders to transfer their stock for the time be- 
ing to citizens of the United States, and have di- 
Tectors chosen to suit themselves? And, sir, in 
case of a war with a foreiy> power, where would 
the funds of oar own Government be? What con- 
trolcould five Government directors have over 
twenty others? Who can answer thet the Bank 
would not suspend specie payments, and the nation 
at once become bankrupi? Who can tell what 
would become, not only of the Government depo- 
sies, bat of the Government stock, even? Isit 
said that no citizers of this country could be found 
who would lend themselves to such devices? Sir, 

I should hope there could not be; but when we re- 
fect upon some of scenes that occurred during the 
last war of this country with England, when we 
remember that tae Legislature of one of the States 
of this Union could so far forge: itself, and the du- 
ties it owed to this Government, as to pass a reso- 
lution, that it was unbecoming a moral and religious 
people to rejoice at our victories, as was done by 
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the Federal Legislature of Massachusetts in June, 
1813, it is not too much to believe that, in times of 
high excitement, men might be found who would 
lend themselves to almost apy or every thing, to 
accomplish their ends. 

But, sir, let us proceed a little farther. In De- 
cember, 1834,a committee of the Senate of the 
United States, previous'y appointed to investigate 
the affairs and conduct of the Bank, made a re- 
port. To some of the facts contained in shat re- 
port, I desire to call the attention of gentlemen; and 
I desire that they will bear in mind that this re- 
port, and the facts therein stated, are based upon 
an actual examination of the books and papersof 
the Bank. i . 

It will be recollected that during the session of 
Congress which comm-need in December, 1831, 
and continued till the 16th of July, 1832, tue Banz 
applied to Congress for a new charter, It will be 
recollected, also, that Congress yielded to the ap- 
plication, and passed a bill rechartering the Bank 
during that session, and that General Jackson ve- 
toed it. It will also be remembered, that in the 
summer and fall of 1832, the elections for members 
of the next Congress’ were held, and also ihat the 
Presidential election took place in the autumn of 
the same year. Now, sir, what was the course of 
the Bank during that campaign? Why, sir, in the 
last six months of that year, it expended sixteen 
thousand four hundred and ninety-nine dollars 
and ninety-four cents, for (as the committee called 
it) “extraordinary printing.” And what was this 
extraordinary printing? Sir, let me read some of 

the details to gentlemen: 

“Jesper Harding, for printing review of the veto, 
and expenses incident thereto, and 200 handbills 
ordered by Col. J— - - += §821 78 

Edward Olmstead, bank documents - $624 11 

4,000 Ewing’s speech, Webster’s speech, and 
other documents, relating to the Bank - $328 88 

Edward Olmstead, printing review - $418 25 

Wn. Fry, printing two editions of questions and 
answers - - - - $304 84 

22,300 copies of Webster’s speech on the veto 
message - ° - - $892 00 

40,800 copies of Webster’s speech on the veto 
message - - - - $816 00” 

“John Metcalfe of Kentucky, for printing 1,400 
extra copies of Protector, containing sundry bank 
document ,- and articles in favor of Bank, and 
analysis of veto message - - $295 00” 

“D. N. Hewlings, for printing Webster’s 
speech - - - - 250 00” 

“R. Coneynham, for printing Mr. Webster’s 
speech - - - - $200 00” 

“Thomas Ciarke, for printing Webster’s speech, 
and other articles on veto message, and distributing 
them - - - - $1,512 75 

Sergeant Hall, printing Webster’s speech, and 
other articles in Schuylkill County Advocate, 
ete. - - - - $100 00” 

“Nathan Hale, printing 40,000 capies -* Web- 
ster’s speech at Worcester Convention, 12,500 co- 
pies Webster’s speech on Bank veto, and stitching, 
boxes, freight by packet and stages, packing, and 
sending away - . - $2,422 65” 

“R. Bannan, for printing extracts of Webster’s 
speech, and other articles in English and German, 
on the veto message, and distribution - #200 00 

Conrad Zentler, for pubishing in German ex- 
tracts of Webster’s speech, and other publications, 
and distributing them - - $566 40” 

Sir, I could proceed, but I will not detain the 
committee in enumerating the remaining items. 
Those who have a curiosity and are not already 
familiar with ihe transactions, can look them over at 
their leisure. They can examine not only the several 
items and see to. whom the amounts were paid, 
but they can notice the prices also. They will find 
that in one case twenty-one cents were paid for 
each single copy of a newspaper. 

Again, sir, how was it in 1834? In this year 
also a new Congress was to be elected. The char- 
ter of the Bank was to expize in March, 1836, and 
unless this Congress could be chosen favorable to 
the institution, unless the people could be suffi- 
ciently enlightened to elect Bank men, the die was 
cast and the charter mustexpire. This was indeed 
a desperate effort, and how unscrupulously the 
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means of the Bank were used, let the facts stated in 
this report answer. In six months of that year, 
during the long session of Congress, the Bank 
spent twenty-four thousand two hundred and fifty- 
two dollars and fifty-one cents. And what was it 
for? Sir, it was for speeches and documents favo- 
rable to the Bank and Bank party. The account 
is a long one or I would read it ail. It was forthe 
speeches of Mr. Webster, Mr. Clay, Mr. 
Adams, M:. Southard, Mr. Binney, and other 
distinguished gentlemen of the Opposition party. 
Seventy-five thousand copies of Mr. eb- 
ster’s speeches were taken at one time, besides 
many thousands at other times; fifty thousand of 
Mr. Adams’s at one time; twenty-five thousand of 
Mr. Clay’s at another, and fifty thousand of Mr. 
Binney’s at another, And, sir, during these six 
months, the Bank teok, of -hese speeches and do- 
caments, if I have added them correctly, no less 
than 649,500. Sir, how many voters were there in 
the whole Union at that time? If we suppose the 
whole popniation to be thirteen millions, and one 
in every five of that number to be a voter, we 
shall have two millions, six hurdred thousand vo- 
ters—-and, sir, abont one speech to every four vo- 
ters ef the whole United States. Will gentlemen 
undertake to justify such a course? Willthey say 
that it is all a “fair business transaction?” and that 
the Bank,in purchasing political speeches sufficient 
io supply every family in the Republic, is confin- 
ing itself within its proper sphere? 

In looking over this account for “extraordinary 
printing” for these six months in 1834, when near 
ly twenty-five thousand dollars are expended in so 
short a time, for 649,500 Bank speeches, it will 
perhaps be a matter of no little surprise to some, 
to find that nothing, no, sir, not even a farthing, 
is charged for distributing them. In the six months 
of 1832, above alluded to, several items of charge, 
amounting to some hundreds of dollars, are to be 
found for distribution; and the question very na- 
torally arises, why, in the six months of 1832, 
these charges should be made, while in 1834, not a 
dollar should be expended for that purpose? Sir, I 
will undertake to solve the matter. ‘The reason 
which I shall give, may be an erroneous 
one, but, nevertheless, itis that which has suggested 
itself to me. During the six months alluded to in 
1832, Congress was not in session. ‘It was the 
latter half of the year; but in the six’ months of 
1834, when these 649,500 speeches were bought 
by the Bank, Congress was in session, and many, 
if not all, of these very speeches were then made. 
Sir, were they scattered abroad throughout the 
country, under the franks of gentlemen then mem- 
bers of Congress? Was the Bank of the United’ 
States then furnishing funds to purchase the 
speeches of its political friends, and were those! 
friends distributing those speeches by virtue of the 
franking privilege which they enjoyed? Were the 
Bank and the Opposition acting in concert—schem- 
ing together, planning together? Were they bound 
by the same ties, united by the same interests, and 
engaged in the same league against Gen. Jackson 
and the Administration party? Sir, I will not un- 
dertake to answer the questions; I will leave it for’ 
those who have a more familiar and intimate ac- 
quaintance with that institution and its manage- 
ment than I have. ` 

But, sir, this is not all. I bave before stated that 

the United States cwned one-fifth of the capital 
stock of this Bank; of course one-fifth of all the 
expenditures of tae institution were borne by the | 
Government; and, consequently, of the $24,252 51 
expended for “extraordinary printing,” in six 
months only of 1834, one-fifth, or $4,850 50, was” 
the money of the people of these States. By this 
“extraordinary” management of the , not 
only do we find it entering the arena of politics, 
and waging war against the Administration, but 
actually compelling the Government, by the cen- 
trol which it had over its means, to contribute, im 
the short space of six months, the sum of 
$4,850 50 to purchase the speeches of political 
partisans, with which to carry on operations 
against the Governmant itself—yes, sif, compelled 
tô furnish the very weapons with which it was to 
receive the stabs of iis enemies. 

Sir, gentlemen may wish to know the aggregate 


di see 
amount which was expended in this extraordinary 
manner. Iwill give it to them as stated in this re- 
pert. It was $94,708 25; one-fifth of which, let it 
not be forgotten, was the money of this Govern- 
ment. 

L wish to call attention to another fact stated in 
this repo.t. Under the head of “Loaas made by 
Bank of United States and officers to members of 
Congress,” I find that, during the session of Con- 
gress in 1834, when so many of these speeches 
were made and purchased, members of Congress 
were indebted to the Bank in the sum of $238,536. 
On going back to 1831, I find that this indebtedness 
amounted to $322,199; and, in 1832, to the very 
moderate sum of $478,069. Upon this, sir, I will 
make no comment; I will let the facts speak for 
themselves. I will simply observe, as before stated, 
that it was in the session of 1831-32, that the ap- 
plication was made by the Bank for a new charier, 
and thata bill for that parpoze actually passed 
both branches of Congress during that session, and 
would have been fastened upon this people, be- 
yond all hope of redemption, had not Andrew 
Jackson vetoed that bill. 

One thing more and I am done with this report. 
We have, during the past few years, 
said about the manner in which the Bank has 
tampered with the public press, and of the favors 
and accommodations extended to editors of news- 
papers in various sections. I do not propose to go 
over these in detail, as set forth in this report. 
will allude to one case only—I mean the National 
Intelligencer, published in this city. At the time 
this report was made in 1834, this establishment . 
was indebted to the Bank in the sum of $57,107; 
and sir, if I am not 
city now show a deed from that establishment to the 
Bank, of type, press, and al]. So that even now, 
the head of the Opposition press, which is doing 
battle most manfully undet the Harrison and Tyler 
flag, is owned by the Bank. 

‘What the private management and conduct of 
the Bank have been since it passed beyond the 
reach of inspection by the people, of course can- 
not be known. : 

I do not undertake to say that it is now more 
active, more desperate, more unscrupulous in fur- 
nithing funds in this, its death struggle, than ever; 
that if success attends its efforts, a recharter is the 
reward, and it is again triumphant; that if a failure 

ensues, it may as well go down with a loud crash 
as with a small one. I do not undertake to say, 
that so wrapped up in the fate of that institution 
are the interests of some of the leading Opposition 
politicians of the country, that they are virtually 
pledged for a recharier. I charge not that its fo- 
Teign stockholders, recollecting the palmy days of 
immense dividends, are now pouring in their mo- 
ney, to infiuence our elections and break down 
the Democracy of eur country. I do not under- 
take to say that British influence and British mo- 
ney are now actively employed to crush the ad- 
ministration of this Government, that the Federal 
party may be brought into power, and the State 
debts held abroad be forced upon, and assumed by 
the General Government. But, Sir, should I make 
these assertions and charges, I am by no means 
certain that I should not be fully justified by the 
facts. f 

Sir, I was not a little amused to hear the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Cosmina] allude to 
the last suspension of the banks in 1839. 1 had 
supposed that that gentleman was possessed of a 
little too much shrewdness to invoke such facts to 
sustain him in his atgument. Sir, does not every 
one know—is it not, in fact, a matter of history— 
that the United States Bank, and its specula- 
tions, brought about that suspension? And does 
net the gentleman know that it was 
banks of the city of New York—ay, sir, the 
Democratic city of New York, that prevented the 


suspension North and East? Does he not recol- ; 
lect with what-subserviency the gallant little State | 


of Rhode Island, with more banks than she has 
towns, whipped in to the track of “the Great Re- 
gulator?” And does he not know that the banks 
of his own proud State were ready, willing, and. 
even anxious, to follow in the same train, had they 
dared to in opposition to the Democratic city of 
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misinformed, the records of this | 


the | 


| 


heard much | 
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New York? Yes, sir, had they dared to; for, had 


they suspended, they well knew that the trade of 
the North would have left the city of Boston and 
gone to New York. 

But, sir, I will pursue these remarks no further; 
and I will ask now, where are the moneys of the 
people safest? To whom should they rather be en- 


trusted? To faithful officers of their own choosing, ` 


surrounded by all the guards and checks that are 
wont to insure honesty and fidelity in public ser- 
vants, or to an irresponsible and party Bank—a 
Bank that has sought, and, perhaps I might add, is 
now seeking, not enly to control the business and 
enterprise of the country, but to govern its whole 
civil power? 

But, sir, the expense, 
tion to the passage of this bill. 
who urge this as an objection, carefully examined 
the various sections of the bili? If so, sir, I shouid 
hardly think they would come to sucha conclu- 
sion. The offices at Boston and New York, it will 
be recollected, are to be kept in the custom-houses 
of those cities, buildings belonging tO the Govern- 
ment. The only expense, then, at those two cities, 
for accommodations to transact the business, will 
be the procuring of safes, and the preparing of 
vaults. So it will be, sir, at the mints in Phiia- 
delphia and New Orleans. So also wiil it be at 
Charleston, at the custom-house, if rcoms in it can 
be found acd obtained. At St. Louis an office 
will probably have to be erected; and, perhaps, 
also at Charleston; and for the purchase of sites, 
and the erecting of offices at these two places, the 
bill apppropriates ten thousand dollars. Under the 
provisions of this bill it cannot take but a very 
moderate sum to procure the safes and prepare the 
offices in the manner designated. Sir, it may do 
very well in electioneering speeches against this 
bill, to talk about splendid palaces, and the hun- 
dreds of thousands that will have te be expended to 
prepare these offices; but permit me to say, that if 
gentlemen are disposed to electioneer in this way, 
they must be careful that their constituents never 
see or read this bill. They must be careful, also, 
not to tell them how much the United States bank- 
ing house in Philadelphia cost. 


it is said, is a strong objec- 
Have gentlemen, 


edifice. They must be careful, 


out the Union. 
of the $110,657 


nothing of the $87,000 00 that were 
New York branch; nothing of the 


And, sir, they 


receivers general. 
high 
plaint has aot yet 


again, to say nothing of the 


United States 
stitutions, 
laries of this large horde of officers 


the Government of the United States; 


the Bank, and one-fifth of all its “ extraordinary 
printing.” 


Wili gentlemen say that the Government owns 


its share of these edifices? Very true, sir; and so 
will the offices of the receivers 
the Government. There is this slight difference, 
however, that while the banking houses cost 
$1,221,942 19, the offices of the receivers general 
may cost {rom ten to twenty thousand, 


They must never 
name the $413,081 19, that were expended for that 
also, to keep out 
of view the Jarge sums that it cost to erect the nu- 
merous branch banks that were scattered through- 
They must say nothing of the 
$116,777 02 that the Boston branch cost; nothing 
34 that the Baltimore branch cost; 
paid for the 
hundreds of 

thousands that were paid for the remaining 
| branches, but most esp2cially nothing of the 
+ $1,221,942 19 that the whole cest. 
' must besfill more careful not to. inform them tbat 
the United States was charged with one-fifth of the 
i eost of erecting all these edifices. And so, sir, 
with regard to the salaries that are to be paid to the 
Gentlemen urge that there is 
so much money expended. Itis not believed that 
they will comp'ain that their salaries are too 
for the services rendered—at least that com- 
been made—but thatso much is 
yearly expended. Andhere let me suggest to them 
ameunt pail to the 
large number of officers, the presidents, the cash- 
iers, the tellers, the book-keepers, the discount 
clerks, and other clerks, and messengers of the 
Bank, and its numerous branches. 
Don’t tell them,gentlemen, that these twenty-eight in- 
each of them had a set of all these officers; 
by no means inform them that one-fifth of all the sa- 
was paid by | 
and least of | 
all, sir, let gentlemen never intimate that the peo- 
ple paid one-fifth of all the incidental expenses of 


general be owned by | 


But, sir, the great objection after all, which is 
urged against this bill, and that which it is asserted 
and predicted by the gentleman from Connecticut, is 
to ruin the country, is to be found, I suppose, in the 
provisions of the 19th section. And what are those 
provisions? Substantially these; that after the 
30h of June instant, one fourth of the re- 
venues of the Government shall be paid in 
gold and silver; after the 30th of June, 1841, 
one-half; after the 30th of June, 1842, three- 
fourths, and after the 30th of June, 1843, the 
whole shall be paid in that currency. This, sir, is 
the obroxious section. It is this operation, if we 
are to believe the gentleman, that 1s to prostrate all 
credit; ruin all business; bankrupt the merchant; 
throw out of employment the mechanic; stop the 
wheels of the manufactory; beggar our planters 
and farmers, and drive to the poorhouse our la- 
borers. Sir, is it possible that the gentleman can i 
be serious and sincere in his predictions? Let us 
look a little at this mighty section that is to be so 
withering in its influences. For the current year, 
it is believed that the revenues of the Government 
will amount, in round numbers, (0 abcut twenty 
millions. One-fourth of this, or five millions, is 
to be collected ia specie. This is to be cone at 
the various receiving offices, in different sections of 
the country, at New York, Boston, Philadelphia, &c. 
The specie in the country is supposed to amount 
to about eighty-five millions; so that five out of 
eighty-five millions are to pass through the receiving 
offices the present year. I say pass through, 
sir, for it must be borne in mind that it is not to be 
collected and hoarded up for private or public spe- 
culation—it is not to be lent out to friends, or dis- 
counted upon to special favorites, but to be paid 
out to the creditors of the Government. The in- 
crease is to be gradual for the succeeding years; 
and if more specie js needed in the ccuntry, de- 
pend upon it, sir, you cannot keep it out. We 
have every thing to purchase it with; and it will as 
assuredly flow in upon us as that our cotton, wheat, 
and tobacco shall continue to grow. And yet, if 
we are to believe the predictions of gentlemen, this 
operation is to paralyze all the springs of indus- 
try, and spread universal prostration and dis- 
tress throughout the land. Sir, have the mus- 
cles of man become stiffened, that he can- 
not work? Has the sun ceased to pour forth its rays 
upon our land? Have the streams that water the 
earth become dried up, and has the rain ceased to 
fali? Are the labors of the husbandman not bless- 
ed with a reward? Are not the wants of mankind 
constantly increasing with an increasing popula- 
tion? Do we not require dwellings to live in and 
clothes to wear, as formerly? And is every thing 
to be stopped, prostrated, ruined, and annihilated, 
because out of eight-five millions of specie in the” 
country, five are to pass through the hands of Go- 
vernment officers the coming year? 

Sir, let gentlemen talk about reduction ef prices 
and the wages of labor as much as they choose. _ 
I can tell them that the farmers and the laboring 
men of the country understand that thing perfectly 
well. ‘They have heard it before now. ‘They know 
that it is a bait with which the Federal party 
have sought to entrap them again and again. 
There is always a time when that party is exceed- 
ingly anxious about the welfare of ‘the laboring 
classes, and they well remember when that time 
is—it is just before the elections. Sir, the labor- 
ing classes are not to be gulled by any such shallow 
device—they know full well that the Democratic 
party, made up, toa very large extent, of them- 
selves, has always striven to promote their interests 
and protect their rights by every possible means. 
And they know too, sir, that the only time that the 
Federal party can descend to notice them, is when 
they wish to use them. 

Sir, I grant that in the large cities, where the 
greater part of our revenues are collected, the 
previsions of this section will have a restraining. 
influence upon banking operations. And, for one, 
I trust they will. If the operations of this bill 
shall check that mania for speculation and mono- 
poly—that thirst for sudden affluence, without cor- , 
responding effort—I shall rejoice in its effects. . 

Sir, who is it that, in past years, has scoured eur 
wheat-growing country, purchased the immense. 


capidity? Itis the bank favorite or bank officer, 
who has taken out of the institutions his hundreds 
of thousands of paper to carry on his speculations. 
Who is it that has suffered by this monopoly? Sir, 
it is all branches of community; but none so much 
asthe poor man, who is suddenly called upor to 
pay advanced prices for the actual necessaries of 


life, without a corresponding advance in the price F 


of his labor. 

Who is ìt that has sought to monopolize the cot- 
ton trade of the South, and indeed of the world? 
Need I teli you that it is the United States Bank? 
Need I tell you that itis beneath that very load 
that it is now staggering? Sir, if banks shail keep 
themselves within their proper spheres; if they will 
confine their operations to their legitimate objects; 
if theic paper shall be what it purports to be, the 
representative, the true representative of gold and 
silver, this bill cannot injure them. 
cannot be injuriously affected. It is the insolvent. 
bank that may feel its power—it is the speculating 
institution, whose reins will be checked. Such in- 
stitutions may not dare to extend their operations | 
beyond their legitimate powers, for their bills may 
be returned upon them forspecie. And, sir, can any 
one who regards the stability of trade and the 
honesty of mercantije transactions, regret that such 
should be the fact? Can any one who would see in- | 
dustry and fair dealing triumph over indolence, | 
improvidence, and gambling, regret the effeets of 
sach a measure? O ; 

Sir, in all the aspects in which I have been able 
to view this bill and its provisions, I cannot but 
think that our public moneys will be more securely 


‘kept;.our public creditors more promptly and sa- || 


tisfactorily paid; and that so far as it may have 


any effect upon the trade and business of the coun- ; 


try, that that effect will be most salatary and desi- 
rable. ; i 
Bat, sir, seppoee this bill should not pass; I ask 

gentlemen of the Opposition what would they have - 
as a substitute. Will any one deny thatit- is a 
United States Bank that they desire?- Have net 
some of the more bold already avowed it? Others, 
not so courageous, do not dare, openly, fearlessly, 
and honestly to declare it to the world, but seek, on 
all occasions, to proclaim distress, rain, prostra-? 
tion of all business, and desolation throughout the 
land. Thus it is, that the timid become alarmed— 
credit becomes weakened—business is consequen!- 
ly checked, and a panic is produced. And thas, 
too, it is, that the Opposition expect by and by to 
be able openly to declare for a United States Bank, 
drive the country iato its support, and place. 
beneath its thealdom. And, sir, this is the questio 
which the people of this free Republic hav. | 
agai todecide Once, twice, thrice, is not enough. | 
With all the evils and sins of the old Bank before | 
them, with the Constitution of their country staring 
them in the face, they are again to say whether | 
they will fastea upon themselves and posterity a, 
monopoly, that: shall swallow up all the effor's of 
individual enterprise, and not only control the bn- 
siness and industry ct the country, bat which shal! 
hold within its grasp its political existence, and | 
even liberty itseif. Sir, can it be that the people | 
of these united States are prepared for such an act? | 
Are not aristocracy and wealth sufficient, in all con- 
science, to contend single handed against industry 
and moderate means, without the aid of combined 
corporate millions? And when you give to those 
miliions the power to create ficticious money to 
the amount of millions more, what has he who de- 
pends solely upon his own hard hands and honest 
heart to expect? What but a complete subser- 
vieney to corporate wealth? 

X: is expected that most men interested in banks and cor. 
porations will be opposed to thie bill. There is a sympathy 
existing throughout the whole Bank and corporate communi- 
tles. When you touch one, you touch the whole; and altheugh 
solvent institutions may be rather benefited than injured, there 
an injury in prospect. It is to be expected 


is, as. they fancy, 
that bank officers, whose living is dependent upon and grows 
y granted to those institutions, imasining 


out of the monopol 
that their | rivileges are to be encroached upon, will be op 

to this bill. It isto be expected that bankrupts, whose very 
existence has been wrapped np in the favors which they have | 
received from moneyed institutions, and ali whose chimerical | 
schemes have vanished inte thin air, will attribute all their: - 
failures to the operations of this bill. But especially, sir, is it 
to be anticipated that the dependants of the United States Sank 
should xaise their voices in opposition, for -their interest in “its 
dofest is most palpable, Let this bill be defeated—let the Uni- 


Solvent banks ‘| 
: flood, the mildew and the 


ae. 
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crops, and then advanced the price fo suit his owu 1 te Piare Bank be rechartered, or another Bank established, 


the Fevonues of the Government be deposited in it as for- 
merly, and a basis is formed, upon which millions of paper 
promises are thrown into circulation, for which the peopte are 
taxed—taxed, too, for lending their own money for the benefit 
of the special favorites of the Bank. Sir, there are some, who 
are always willing to blame every body and every thiug 
but themselves, but nothing so readily as the Govern- 
mentunder which they live. And, should this bill pase, leg 
gentlemen return to their constituents and tell them that every 
case ofadversity throughout the length and breadth ofthis vast 
country is caused by the passage of this bill. Let them go to 
the manufacturer, who has pursued his business with reckless- 
ness unparalleled; to the importer and wholesale merchant, 
who, in his haste to grow rich, has overlooked the responsibilit: 
of his debtors, and is consequectly involved in inextricable diffi- 
culties; let them go tothe monopolist in trade, who, in his anx- 
iety to control the market, has forgotten that his success de- 
pended upon sales as well as purchases, and whose merchan- 


i dise ia now upon hie hands; tothe spendthrift, who has lived 


upon the forbearance and indulgence of his friends; to the man 
whose extravagance has reduced him. to want, and to the gam- 


' bler of every grade. Let them go to the disappointed potiti- 


cian, toevery species af discontent, and to every nook and i 


corner of distress, and tell them that it is all caused by 
the passage of this bill, And, sir, if the coming season 
should prove unfruitful, tell them that the drought and the 
frost, have ali been caused by 
the operations of the Sub-Treasury. 
all these evils, tell them to elect General Harrison for Pre- 

sident, and establish a United States Bank. Should any one be 

so impertinent as to ask what are his prin¢iples,:proclaim it 

upon the housetops, that it is deemed unnecessary and impoli» 

ttic to avow them—that it is sufficient for thé people to know 

hat he ia a candidate—thathe must be taken “ with something 

akin to. generous confidence,” and must be elected, without any: 
declaration. of principles. And, sir, when it shall be said that 

the Administration pa is opposed to local internal improve- 
ments, to a United States Bank, to the assumption of the tate 
debts, to any greater tariff than the wants of the Government re- 
quire; and that itis in favor of a strict construction of the Can- 
sitution, of the preservation of the rights of the States, and of 
bringing the Government back to the days of Jefferson; let itagain 
be proclaimed that these principles are allto ba kept out of. 
sight till after the election; when “all the interests of. the 
great Opposition party ” wili be harmonized. Let it be declared 
from one end of the nation to the other, that the only. principle 
that binds the Oppovition party together is that avowed bya 
gentleman from New York two or three weeks since—“ war 


‘ upon this Administration.” 
: Such, sir, has been the case with one of the parties of this | 


country, from the foundation af the Government until the pre- 
senttime. In most, if not all elections, while one party has 
held ap to view the principles by which i pd foro rned, while it 
has taken its atand upon those principles, , trusting to the 
intelligence of the people, has been willing to vise or fall, as 
their verdict should be rendered upon them; the other party, 
with a perseverance worthy of a better cause, underrating the 
gond sense of the people, has sought to draw off the public 
mind upon collateral and immaterial issues, and to keep out of 
sight the great questions that are actually involved. Sir, dol 
err when I say that such is the case now? Why is it, that tens’ 
of thousands, ay, sir, hundreds of thousands of pamphlets, said 
to contain the life of Genera! Harrison, aré sent forth under the 
franks of gentlemen, and scattered throughout the country? 
Bat, especially, sir, dat isit that nothing is contained in those 
pamphlets, indicating the political principles. of the General? 
Is it. to draw off the public mind from the great iesué that is to 
be tried? Is it to turn attention to his military services, that in 
their supposed blaze his political principles may. be kept out of 
view, and his civil qualifications be forgotten? Why is it that 
there is an apparent anxiety to seize every opportunity to pour 
out indiscriminate denunciation apon the Administration, that 
it.may be rendered unpopular and obaoxious? Why is it that 
thousands of dollars are wasted by delays in discussing the 
most minute and trifling matters? y, sir, Task, butto draw 
off publie attention from the great principles of the parties, 
and to keep out of view the real issue to be tried—“an Inde- 
pendent Treasury or a United States Bank.” i 

Sir, it is of little consequence to me whether Genera? Harri- 


son, in his military career, won laurei that a conqueror. might | 


be proud of, or whether his fame is any thing but desirable. I 
care not whether, as a shrewd and experienced commander, he 
encamped his troops at Tippecanoe upon thé most advanta- 
geous ground, or whether he was induced by a wily foe to se. - 
lect the very spot that his enemy pointed out to him. I ask not 
whether, at that battle, he mounted his own steed or that of a 
brave comrade, that his own pereen might not be recognised. 1 
ask not whether that comrade, while upon the horse of the Ge- 


neral, fell upon that battle field, and gave up his life for his . 


country. Icare not whether the battle ofthe Thames was won by 
Gen. Harrison, or whether another gentleman now is the Senate 
chamber, serving his country as her second officer, is entitled te 
all the honor and glory of that victory. I care not whether fort 
Stephenson was evacuated by his order, or whether it was de- 
fended by a man whose name will cever be forgotten in the an- 


nals of hiscouatry. ‘Sir, I will not enter into a discussion of | 
When 


these matters, about to select a man te preside over 
the destinies of this great Republic—when we are to place at ` 
the helm of state ane upen whom the happiness and welfare.of 
so mang millions depend, it is not military fame alane that is 
to insure his success— it is not talents, nor education, nor gene- 
ral information that are to make him aceeptable—butit is prin- 
ciples. They will be sought for, scrutinized, canvaseed. And. 
although a candidate may have the military fame of a Cæsar, 
or an Alexander; although he may have served his country im 
her greatest peril, yet his reuptation and his services can never 
answer as a substitute for correct and fundamental political 
principles. Mar 

Sir, let the tell gentlemen that they miscalculate entirely the 
intelligence ef the peopte, if they suppose they cai be ham- 
bugged by parade, or led off from the great principles which 
they have supported for years, by the empty sound ofa hurrah. 
Nosir, no. The people understand their rights, and dare main- 
tain them.: No bank'bribes can seduce Hiem. Nocorporation 
combiuations for the reduction of can intimidate-them. - 


No hypocritical sympathies can deceive them. But the work. ©: 


ing men-of this Unios, who have always proved true tothe Con- 
stitution of cur‘courtry, and: have again and again rescyed. it - 
from the threatened ruin, will not fail to. do their duty in the. 
great contest before them, -It is by their efforts, the efforts of 


And, for a remedy for | 
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the true Democracy bf the country, that. the perpetuity of our 
institutions has been preserved. [tis by the farmers, the me- 
chanics, the workingmen of our Republic, that this Adminis- 
tration has been and will be sustained. It is by those who would 
see equal rights and equal privileges bestowed upon all. It was 
such men that poured out their blood upon the battle fields of 
our Revolution. It was such men that won for this country its 
freedom and independence. They were the men who brought 
Jefferson into power. They were the men who stood by Madi- 
son in the dark daysof the last war. They were the mea who 
effected the political revolution of 1828, and who have main- 
tained the Democratic ascendency since that time. And, sir, 
a0 long as they shall govern, so long will the Republic be safe. 

Mr. OSBORNE of Connecticut obtained the 


floor, but gave way for a motion to adjourn. 
And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Waonespar, June 3, 1840. 
. Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Michigan, praying for a donation 
of lands, or money, to aid in the construction of a 
canal around the Falls of St. Mary; which was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of Micajah 
T. Williams; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 3 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo 
reign Relations, to which was -referred the bill for 
the relief of Alexander H. Everett, made an ad- 
verse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. x . 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made an adverse report on the bill for the relief of 
William A. Cuddeback; which was ordered to be 
printed. ee 

Mr. W. in pursuance of notice, introduced a 
bill for the relief. of William R. Davis; which was. 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on. 
Claims. ; A 

Mr. ROBINSON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill the better to ex- 
pedite the great Southern mail. ; 

Mr. FULTON presented the petition of Samuel. 
Morris and Frederick Saugrave; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. F. gave notice that to-morrow he would ask 
leave to bring in a bill for the relief of Clinton T. 
Dixon. . : 

Mr. PRENTISS, frem the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred 

_ A bill for the relief of Jacob Adams; and 
_A bill for the relief. of Joseph Bailey; 
made adverse reports thereon, Jp ona! Pas dy 

Mr. CLAY, from the.Committee on. the Militia, . 
to which was referred so much of the report of the, 
Secretary of War as relates to the organization 
of the militia, made a report thereon,concluding., 
with a resolution that they be discharged from tke 
further consideration of the subject; which wag. 
agreed to. T eee 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee:.on. the Ju- - 
diciary, to whieh. was referred the bill cencerning 
prisoners of the United States committed to the jail 
of the county of Providence, and State of Rhode- 
Island, reported the same without amendment; and ,. 
after some remarks from Mr. W. it was considered, 
as in committee of the whole, and ordered.. to- be | 
engrossed for a third reading. o B 

The unfinished business of yesterday, being the | 
motion of Mr. Cray of Kentucky, to lay the mer. . 
merial of James C. Reynolds.on the table, being Ő 
taken up; Mr. CRITTENDEN addressed the Se- 
nate, and was, replied to. at much length by Mr. 
ALLEN; when the question being taken, the peti- 
tion was-laid on the table. gr ae ! 

The Senate then went into the consideration. of 
of Executive business, and afterwards 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE.OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, June 3, 1840. — 
Gn motion of Mr. BELL, the Committee of- the 
Whole on the state of ‘the Union was discharged 
from’ the consideration of so much òf the Pre- 
sidetit’s ‘message, and the report of Secretary of - 
War, as relates to Indian Affairs; and the subject 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs- 
Mr. PETRIKIN presented, from the Committee 
on the Public Buildings and Grounds, a certain , 
communication which hed been referred to that. 
cothitittee; which was ordefedto be printed,’ 
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The CHAIR replied that it would not. 


The CHAIR announced that the first business 
in order during the morning hour, was the motion 
of the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. Ravn- 
po.rH,] to commit to the Committee on Commerce 
the bill reported from that committee by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland, Mr. Hituen, to repeal the 
actreguiating pilots. 

Mr. CURTIS, who was entitled to the floor, 
said he believed the committee were mistaken in 
their Views on the subject committed to them; which 
he was prepared to show by an examination of the 
report. The report was ordered to be printed on 
yesterday; but was not on the table this morning. 
He was anxious that every member should have 
the report before him, before he proceeded to the 
diseussion; he would therefore suggest that the sub- 
ject should by general consent be laid over till to- 
morrow, at which time the report would be on the 
table. 

Mr. HILLEN said he could not object, if it 
was the full understanding that the question should 
be taken up to-morrow. 

The suggestion was agreed to by general con- 
sent. 

The CHAIR announced that the next business 
in order was the bill reported from the Committee 
on Pablic Lands, authorizing the State of Tennes- 
see to issue grants and perfect titles to certain lands 
therein described; and to settle the claims to the. 
vacant unappropriated lands within the same, 
passed April 18, 1836. The question was on its 
commitment. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, who was 
considered it very wrong to keep a large body of 
Jand in that State, and yet that that State should 
have no control over it. The lands lie there unset- 
tled, and the State has no power to take it. The 
bill had been often discussed by both Houses; and 
notwithstanding the measure was perfectly just in 
itself, yet by the process of staving off action on it 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, it has been defeated. That was the mode 
its enemies pursued to kill the bill, and it is the 
mode now proposed to be resorted to—that is, to 
refer it to the Committee of the Whole, where 
they know, in consequence of the mass of business 
before that committee, it will not be reached this 
session. He did not believe that, by the rale, it 
was required to be committed; and he was there- 
fore opposed to placing it in a situa‘ion where it 
could not be acted on. To bring the House to 
speedy action on it, he moved the previous quez- 
tion. 

Mr. LINCOLN inquired of the Crain what 
weuld be the effect of the previous questien? 

- The CHAIR replied, that it would bring the 
House to a vote on the motion to commit. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved a call of the House; 
which was refused. i 

Mr. EVERETT was understood to say he could 
not see wherein this question differed from the 
decision on the pre-emption bill; and if it did not 
differ, he did not see how the previous question 
could be made to apply to the motion for its com- 
mitment. 

The CHAIR said there was a manifest distinc- 
tion between the principle of this bill and the pre- 
emption bill; and the previous question would be 
on the motion to commit; and, if the gentleman 
thonght proper to take an appeal, he would explain 
his reasons, and show the distinction. Does the 
gentleman take an appeal? 

Mr. EVERETT said he would 
appeal. 

The previous question was 
nays not counted. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and 
nays on the question, ‘Shall the main question be 
now pul?” which were ordered. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired of the Cua what the 
main question would be, if ordered. 

The CHAIR replied that it would be on the com- 
mitment of the bill to the Committee of the Whole 

on the state of the Union. ; 

Mr. EVERETT. Then I take an appeal from 
that decision. 

The SPEAKER said that, upon examination of 
the bill, to see whether, under the rules of the 
House, it ought to be committed, he found that it 


entitled to the floor, 


probably take an 


seconded—yeas 98, 


contained a donation of lands—it cedes to the State 
of Tennessee all the lands within its limits: there- 
fore, on that ground, the bill must necessarily be 
committed, and the previous question was on the 
commitment. 

Mr. EVERETT contended that the previous 

estion was not on the commitment, but on the 
third reading of the bill, and on that ground ap- 
pealed from the decision of the CHAIR. 

And the questisn being on the appeal, 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were not ordered. 

The question, “Shall the decision of the CHAIR 
stand as the judgment was the House?” was then 
taken by tellers, and resulied—yeas 94, noes not 
counted. 

So the decision of the Carr was affirmed, and 
the previous question decided to be on the commit- 
ment. 

The question then recurring on the commitment 
of the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, 

Mr. MONTGOMERY demanded the yeas and 
nays; which, being ordered, were—yeas 104, nays 
65, as follows: 


YEAS-—Mesers. Adams, Banka, Baker, Beirne, Black, 
Bond, Brewster, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, Anson Brown, 
Calhoun, Connor, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, 
Craig, Dana, Davies, John Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dellet, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Earl, Edwards, Evans, Everett, 
Fletcher, Floyd, Galbraith, James Garland, Gerry, Goggin, 
Graham, Green, Griffin, Habersham, Hall 
liam 8. Hastings, John Hastings, Hawes, 
North Carolina, Hillen, Hoffman, Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, 
Hunt, Jacksoa, James, Joseph Johnson, 
John W. Jones, Kempshall, King, Lewis, Lincoln, 
McKay, Marchand, Marvin, Montgomery, Morgan, 


Lucas, 


Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Rhett, Edward Rogers, 
James Rogers, Russell, Shaw, Shepard, Simonton, John Smith, 
Stanly, Starkweather, Steenrod, Storrs, Strong, Sumter, 
Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, 
Underwood, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Weller, Wick, 


and Lewis Williams—l04._. ` 
Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 


NAYS—Messrs. Alford, 
Andrews, Beatty, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, 
mphell, Carr, Carter, Casey, 


Sampson H. Butler, William B. 
Chapman, Clifford, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Davee, John W. 
Davis, Duncan, Eastman, Gentry, Goode, Hand, Henry, How- 
Jameson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kille, 
Leonard, Lowell, McCarty, McClellan, McCullech, Mallory, 
Miller, Montanya, Calvary Morris, Parrish, Parris, Petrikin, 
Prentiss, Reynolds, Ridgway, Albert Smith, Stuart, Swearin- 
gen, Sweney, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, 
eter J. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, Edward D. White, 
John White, Thomas W. Williams, Henry Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Worthington—65. 

So the bill was ordered to be committed. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that he had nota correct 
understanding of the decision of the Crair on the 
first quesiion, and that he had therefore voted in 
the affirmative with a view of moving a reconsidera- 
tion, so as to put himself right. He did not rise 
for the purpose of discussing the bill, but merely 
to sta‘e what its provisions were. Mr. H. then 
read the bill, and contended ihat it made no appro- 
priation of money, but merely ceded to the Sia‘e of 
Tennessee, certain lands to enable her to settle 
certain claims o° North Carolina. It made no ap- 
propriation whatever, and therefore ought not to 
go into commitiee. For these reasons he moved a 
reconsideration of the vote, by which the decision 
of the Speaker, to the contrary, had been sustain- 
ed. He also made some allusion to the pre-emp- 
tion bill, which was passed a short time ago, and 
wished the present bill to te tie4t-d on the same 
principles. The pre-emption bill was not referred 
to a committee of the whole, and way sheuld this 
be subject toa different rule? For his part, he 
wished them treated both alike. He had no idea 
of meking fish of one and flesh of the other; if he 
was right on the pre-2mptien bill the other day, he 
was right now. 

Mr. HOWARD of Indiana gave notice that if 
the vote on the commitment was reconsidered, he 
would move to reconsider the vote on the appeal. 
He had voted to sustain the Crain under a misap- 
prehension. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved the previous 
question on the motion to reconsider; which re- 
ceived a second, and the main question was or- 


dered. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY inquired of the Cram, 
if the House refased to reconsider the vote on the 
commitment, whether it would be in order for the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Howarp] to move 
to reconsider the yote on the appeal. 


Hammond, Wil- ' 
Hawkins, Hill of ` 


William C. Johnson, ` 


n Samuel : 
W. Morris, Naylor, Newhard, Nisbet, Ogle, Paynter, Peck, | 


And the questson now being on the motion to re- 
consider, 

Mr. MONTGOMERY asked for the yeas and 
nays; which, having been ordered, were—yeas 82, 
nays 90, as follows: 


YEAS—Messsrs. Alford, J. Allen, Andrews, Atherton’ 
Beatty, Bell, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Burkes 
William O. Butler, William B Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey» 
Chapman, Chinn, Clark, Clifford, Crary, Crockett, Cross» 
Dana, J. W. Davis, Garret Davis, Duncan, Earl, Ely, Everett, 
James Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goode, Hammond, Hand, 
Henry, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, Kille, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, McClellan, McCulloch, Mal- 
lory, Mason, Miller, Mitchell, Montanya, Calvary Morris, Parish, 
Parris, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Reynolds,Ridgway, Robinson, 
Sergeant, Albert Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, J. T. Stuart, 
Swearingen, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Trumbull, 
Turney, Vanderpoel, Warren, Watterson, Edward D. White, 
John ite, Jared W, Williams, Thomas W. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and John T. H. 
Worthington—82. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Banks, Baker, Beirne, Black, Brew- 
ster, Briggs, Anson Brown, Butler, Calhoun, Connor, Mark 
A. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Davies, John Davis, Dawson, Deber- 
ry, Dennis, Dellet, Doig, Dromgoole, Edwards, Evans, Fletcher, 
Goggin, Graham, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, William 
S. Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North 
Carolina. Hillen, Hook, Hunt, Jackson, James, Joseph John- 
son, William Cost Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kempshall, King, Lewis, Lincoln, Lucas, McKay, Marchand, 
Marvin, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, 
Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Paynter, Peck, Ramsey, Randolph, 
Rayner, Reed, Rhett, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Simonton, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Strong, Sumter, Taliaferro, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Underwood, Wagener, Weller, Wick, and 
Lewis Williams—90. 

So the House refused to reconsider. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House 
then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the State of the Union, and toook up the 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. OSBORNE, who was entitled to the floor, 
spoke at some length of the origin, tendency, and 
principles of the bill. He denounced the bill as a 
remarkable project, and contended that it was 
anti-Republican, and opposed to the habits of the 
people. That it made war upon the banks by 
draining them of their specie; and that it might be 
used as anengine to harass and destroy the banks. 
He dwealt upon the state of the currency generally, 
past and present, and attributed it to the policy of 
the past and present Administrations. 

Mr. HUNT next obtained the floor, and de- 
nounced the measure as one of war upon the great 
business interests of the country, and even its li- 
berties. He adverted to the policy of the past and 
present Administrations; and, in the course of his 
remarks, made some remarks in reference to an 
investigation which was gravely going on, on 
charges made against certain Government officers, 
for purchasing public stores from Whig merchants 
of Baltimore; when he was interrupted by 

Mr. HILLEN of Maryland, who said it was 
notorious that the charges against the Government 
officers were not only that they had been dealing 
with Whig merchants, but that they had been pay- 
ing those merchants higher prices than the goods 
could be purchased for elsewhere. These charges, 
he would also inform the gentleman, were made 
by the Whigs themselves against these Govern- 
ment officers. 

Mr. HUNT was understood to be thankful for 
the correction, and proceeded in his remarks till 
the hour for the recess, half past twoo’clceck, with- 
out finishing. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. HUNT resumed his remarks in opposition 
to the bill, and concluded at a few minutes before 
seven o'clock. 

The CHAIRMAN having then given to floor to 
Mr. H. Wituuams of Massachusetts, the committee 
rose, and 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuorspay, June 4; 1840. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial signed by se- 
venty citizens of the Territory of Oregon, praying 
the extension of the jurisdiction and laws of the 
United States over that Territory; which was read, 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALKER presented two petitions from 
citizens of Natchez, in relation to the subject of the 
joint resolution, introduced into the Senate a few 
days since for the relief of the inhabitants of the 


city of Natchez; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. ; 

Mr, W. aiso presented a memorial of members 
of the bar of the eircuit court of the United States 
for the district of Mississippi, remonstrating against 
the removal of the said court from Jackson to 
Vicksburg; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PRESTON presented a supplemental me- 
morial from Mary W. Thempson; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, from the Cemmittee on Private 
Land Claims, te which was referred the bill for the 
relief of Nathaniel Pryor, reported the same with 
an amendment. 

Mr. FULTON, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for 
the relief of Epraim D. Dixon; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from‘the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy on the expenses of the Navy 
Department, asked to be discharged”from the fur- 
ther consideration thereof; which was agreed to. - 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, made 
an unfavorable report on the bill for the relief of 
Robert T. Wainwright. i 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred bills from the House 

For the relief of Reuben Marray; 

For the relief of Sarah Oakley; 

For the relief of Joseph Bailey; and 

For the relief of Jacob Adams; 
made unfavorable reports thereon. : 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of James Phelps and John 
Lathram, made unfavorable reports thereon. 


Mr. TAPPAN moved to take up the joint reso- 


lation for the amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, by limiting the ten ire of office of the 
Jodiciary; which, after some remarks from Messrs. 
MERRICK, WEBSTER, SEVIER, WRIGHT, 
and TAPPAN, was agreed to; and then, on mo- 
tion of Mr. T. its further consideration was post- 
poned until Thursday next. t l 

The bill concerning prisoners of the United 
States committed to the jail of the county of Provi- 
dence, and State of Rhode Island, was read a third 
time and passed. 

HEIRS OF ROBERT FULTON. 

The report of the Committee on Claims, adverse 
to the claim of the heirs of Robert Fulton, was thea 
taken up, and Mr. MERRICK renewed his re- 
marks in opposition to the report, and in favor of 
the claim. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the farther con- 
sideration of the subject was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bill for the establishment of a general sys- 
tem of bankruptcy throughout. the United States 
was taken up, the question being on the motion to 
strike out the 18th section, providing for compulso- 
ry bankruptcy. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky addressed the Senate 
in favor ef the motion, and was replied to by 

Mr. WRIGHT, who opposed tue motion, at 
length, contending for the necessity of including 
the compulsory principle, to make the bill ‘uni- 
form,” as contem:latcd by the Constitution, in its 
operation on the debtor and creditor. He also re- 
plied to the remarks of Mr. CaLnoun-on the motion 
to exempt banks from the provisions of the bill. 
Mr. W. having concladed, : 

Mr. WEBSTER intimated his intention to re- 
ply, and moved an adjournment. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, June 4, 1840. 

By general consent, Mr. PETRIKIN offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner af the Public 
Buildings and Grounds inform this House, forth- 
with, how many supetintendents, asgistant super- 
intendents, foremen, bosses, and workmen, of dif- 
ferent kind:, are employed, at this time, at the 
Treasury and Patent Office buildings; and the sala- 
ries paid each of ihe aforesaid superintendents, as- . 
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sisten] superintendents, foremen, and bosses, desig- 
nating which building each individual attends to, 
his name, and occupation. 

On leave given, Mr. HOPKINS presented cer- 
tain additional testimony in relation to a case be- 
fore the Committee of Claims, which was referred 
accordingly. 

On leave, Mr. H. submitted a motion that the 
papers in relation to the case of Joseph Ramsey be 
printed; which was agreed to. j 

Mr. WICK asked leave to submit a motion dis- 
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He was sorry that that complaint did not date cor- 
rectly, on the 3d of January, 1837. The com- 
plaint of the inefficiency and neglect of the pilots 
of New York was of longstanding. It had been 
a matter of reproach to New York for more than 
ten years—a reproach not only at home, bat 
throughout the United States, and throughout the 


‘ commercial world. It was a common reproach te 


charging the Committee of the Whole from the — 
consideration of a bill in relation to a certain tract . 
of land in Indiana, with a view to put it on its third ` 


reading. 

Mr. ANDREWS objected. 

Mr. WICK gave notice that he would rene 
motion to-morrow morning. 

Mr. ANDREWS gave notice that he woul? op- 
pose the motion. 

PILOT LAW. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour 

was the motion heretofore made by Mr. RANDOLPH, 


w the |. 
$ 


i come for a considerable period prior thereto, that 


to recommit to the Committee on Commerce the | 


report and bill providing for the repeal of the law 
commonly known as the Pilet law. 

Mr. CURTIS, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the House during the morning hour in fa- 
vor of the motion to recommit. 

- The report and bill, he contended, ought to be re- 
committed, because the facts presented before the 
committee did not tend to justify the conclusion to 
which the report had come. The act of March, 
1837, which it was now p:oposed to repeal, made 
it lawfal for the masters of vessels coming into or 
going oat of any port situated on the waters con- 
t rminous with or dividing the two States of New 


York and New Jersey to take a pilot rrom either of ` 
The law was simple in its terms, | 


the two States. 
and he presumed no man would infer that injury 
had resulted to any one from its passage. Its ten- 
dency was to sree trade, and to give to those “who 
go down into the sea in ships” the choice of pilots 
to direct and guide their course. 

The report be ore the House set forth that the 
acı of 1837 was an unjust, injurious, and oppres- 
sive law. If such was the fact, the law ought to 
be repealed; but if, on the other hand, a careful 
examination of the testimony which was directed 
by this House to be sent to the Committee on Com- 
merce should lead to tie conclusion that the com- 
mercial interests of this country, that a . vast 
amount ef property afloat and a great number of 
lives were, by this law, guarantied against the pe- 
rils of a dangerous monopoly, then he thought the 
House would agree with him that it ought not to 
be repealed. : 

Who were they that were so dissatisfied with 
the provisions of this act, and who now asked for 
its repeal? The complaints came to us in memori- 
als from New York, Philadelphia, Baliimore, Nor- 
folk, ard Charleston; they were signed by the pi- 
lots; and they alone, so far as he knew, asked the 
repeal of the law. 


The memorial from the pilots of Virginia set | 


forth an extraordinary reason for the repeal of the | 
law; it was, that the law. was designed to interfere | 


with and nullify certain State laws to break up 
monopolies. So far from this being a cause com- 
plaint, it was with him a eause of great congratu- 
lation. The pilots of Virgisia did not complain of 
any practical evil; and the same remark was ap- 
plicable (Mr. C. contended) to all the memorials 
which had been referred to the committee from the 


pilots of all the States, and which he examined | 


sertatim with some minu'euess. . 

What led to the enactment of the law of 1837? 
The report now under consideration stated that the 
application was made to Congress for its passage, 
on account of certain remarkable disasters which 
had occarred in or about the port of New York, 
the blame of which was unjustly imputed to the 
New York pilots—and that, under the excitement 
which those disas zrs created in the public mind by 
the loss of thoze vessels, and of several hundreds 
of lives, Congress, partaking of that excitement, 
passed the law. How was the fact? He was sor- 
ry to say, as a citizen of the State of New York, 
that the date of the complaint was not correct, 


say that a man was more lazy than a New York 
pilot. The neglect of duty by those pilots was a’ 
matter of public notoriety. He would not say 
whether the loss of the ship “Mexico,” on the 3d 
of January, 1837, was justly imputed to them or 
not, for he did not wish to go into that matter; the 
complaints against them had been open and noto- 
rious for ten years prior to the loss of that ill-fated 
vessel. So general, indeed, had the complaint be- 


Governor Marcy, on the 3d of December, 1836, in 
his annual message, called the attention of the Le- 
gislature of the State of New York, to the sub- 


: ject. The “Mexico” was lost in January, and on 


the 3d of December previous, the Governor called 
the attention of the Legislature to the condition of 
the pilot system, which he spoke of as reproachful 
to the State. The reason and foundation of these 
complaints were to be found in the close and odious 
monopoly given to pilots by the law of the State 
of New York, passed in the year 1819. On this 
law and its injurious results, Mr. C. commented at 
some length; showing what the actual condition of 
things was when the law of 1837 was passed. 
The complaints were general, and he would show 
that there was sufficient testimony before the Com- - 
mittee on Commerce to have satisfied the gentle-: 
man from Maryland, (Mr. Hitten) who made 
this report, that these complaints were not only ge- 
neral, but had been continued for years, and that ` 
the application for the passage of the law which it 
was now proposed to repeal, and its passage, were 
not to be traced to any excitement growing out of 
the loss of the “Mexico.” 

To this end, Mr. C. here introduced and bad 
read the testimony of sundry persons, shipmasters 
and others, detailing the numerous caiamities 
which had occurred, and the vast number of lives 
that had been sacrificed on the coasts of New 
York, New Jersey, and the adjacent waters, (where 
the bones of hundreds of. gallant ships lie buried,) 
prior to the wreck of the “ Mexico.” 

There was another point to which Mr. C. would 
ask the attention of the House. The “Mexico,” 
as had been stated, was lost on the 3d of January, 
1837; on the 12th of the month ot December pre- ` 
vious, a gentleman then representing in part the 
city of New York,, (Mr. McKxon,) introduced a 
resolution on the subject, referring it to the Com- 


. mittee on Commerce; and a very able and interest- 


ing report was made upon it. A similar resolu- 
tion was introduced into the Senate a few days 
afterwards; and the whole facts were laid before 
Congress. 

One wordas to the report of Mr. McKeon. 


| Was that report confined to the wreck of the 


“Merico?” Not at all. On the contrary, it de- 
tailed the condition of the pilotage of New York 
for several years previous to the date of the report; 
and, that gentlemen might see from what grevious 


' evils the law of 1837 had delivered the commerce 


of the port of New York, and of the United States, 
and ef the commercial world, he would request 
the Clerk to read an extract from the report. 

Certain portions of Mr. McKxron’s report were - 
here read; and also the findirs of the grand jury of - 
the city of New York aiter the loss of the “Mexi 
co;” which latter document also speaks in very 
emphatic terms of the evils resulting from the 
combination system of pilotage. 

Mr. C. then referred to the only act passed on 
this subject prior to that of 1837, and by which — 
act the power over it was given tothe several 
States, until there should be further national le- 
gislation thereon. He doubted very much the 
constitationality of that part of the act which at- 
tempted to give the power to legislate in fiture on 
this subject of commerce to the several States. Tt 
was a matter which the Constitution of the United 
States had committed to Congress, and upon 
which the States had no concurrent jurisdiction. 
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But the Legislature of New York had refused to 
interfere to put an enà to one of the most odious, 
grinding, property and life destroyiag monopolies 
that had ever existed on earih-—the monopoly of 
the pilotage of the port of New York. A'ter 
years of suffering without redress, Congress had 
at last come forward, unaer the power conferred 
by the Constitution, to relieve the city of New 
York and its commerce from the destructive influ- 
ences of that combination. 


sach benefits, was to be repealed on any slight 
excuse or any insufficient reason? He believed 
that better reasons than the report of the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. Hiken] had brought for- 
ward, must be laid before the House before it 
would take upon itself the responsibility of repeal- 
ing a law, the repeal of which would again expose 
the property and the lives of all those connected 
with the navigation of the port of New York to 
the dangers and perils of this revived monopoly. 


He appealed to the | 
House to say whether a law which had conferred | 


Mr. C. coaciuded just as the morning hour ex- |: 


pired, and Mr. ATHERTON called fer the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. HOFFMAN was understood to ask the 
Hoase to take up a bill, of a single section, autho- 
rizing the Secretary of the Treasury to compromise 
with the sureties of Samuel Swartwout. 


Mr. GRAVES was understood to object, but the . 


ground of the objection the Reporter could not 
hear. 

Mr. HOFFMAN asked a suspension of the 
rule, merely with a view, be said, to take the 
sense ot the House. 
yeas and nays. 

Ne action was 
and asked leav 
mittee on the 

Objection 


as made. 
ENDENT TREASURY BILL. 
ion of Mr. ATHERTON, the House 
lved itself into Committee of the Whole 
e of the Union (Mr. Banus of Virginia in 
air) on the bill (from the Senate) to provide 
the collection, safekeeping, transfer, and dis- 
rsement of the public moneys. 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Massachusetts being enti- 
tled to the floor, addressed the committee at much 
length in favor of the bill. After recapitalating 
its principal features, he proceeded to contrast it 
with that of the deposite banks. This bill proposed 
that, by a certain period, all the money of the Go- 
vernment should be received and disbursed in gold 
and silver; also, that the revenue should be under 
the control of Government. On the other hand, 
the Opposition were in favor of the employment of 
banks to perform this duty, in which case all the 
revenues of the country would be in the hands, 
and under the control, of those institutions, and 
where it would be used for the benefit of the stock- 
holders and borrowers. These were the two pro- 
positions, at which they were at issue. The issue 
was not merely on a choice of measures, bat it was 


an issue involving the fandamental principles of 
. banks, the Government was unable to touch thirty 


Government. It invelved two contrary and an- 
tagonistical principles. i 
was founded on a distrust of the people, while the 


other, the present bill, acknowledged the capacity | 


of the people for self-government, by the choice of 
their own agents, responsible to them. The issue 
was, in fact, a question between a respensible and 
irresponsible power. This bill expressly recog- 
nised the principle that the peop'ehad the capacity 
of self-government, and acknowledged to the 
fullest extent their sovereignty. But the deposite 
system, for which the Opposition were so anxious, 
restricted and denied the sovereignty of the people, 
by placing the revenue in the power of banks, 
which were irresponsible, and would convert the 
money into their paper, for the benefit of them- 


He would not ask for the | 


had, for Mr. SERGEANT rose ` 
‘make a report from the Com- 


One of the. propositions . 
| at into the bargain for its poverty? 


selves and customers. Was this surrendering the : 


revenue to soulless corporations, and whose bodies 


could not be touched, calculated to give suprema- | 


cy to the popular will? No. Sovereignty was not 
the design of the banking system. Ali they wanted 


was to get the control of the revenue, and then, | 


where would be the power of the people? Ii was 
an ancient, but true maxim, that “by dividing: 


' else. 


| of the fruits of their industry, he would be the last 


; arepetition of the humiliating scenes of recent 


| their own weakness and rottenness, and not from 


| danger and degradation, by placing the revenue at 
the disposal of the representatives of the people, at 
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venue of the country was to be given over tg the 
banks, our Government would cease to be a Go- 
vernment of the people. The moment the control 
of the public money was lodged with the banks, 
that moment the sovereignty would depart from 
the people and be transferred from the many to the 
few. 

He admitted that such a thing might not be in- 
consistent with other Governments. It might suit 
very well the aristocratic Governments of Europe, 
but ils introduction into our country would never 
be tolerated. It was aati-Democratic in its ten- 
dency, and aimed a fatal blow at the roots of the 
tree of liberty. Besides, the very same principle 
would lead to a direct transfer of every other pow- 
er belonging to the people. -By the same rule the 
banks might claim a control over the Executive, 
the judicial, and every other officer of the Govern- 
ment. For, if the people had no right to control 
the revenue, they had no right to control any thing | 

The very same principle which deprived | 
them of the one, must necessarily deprive them of | 
every other power. This measure of the Opposi- ' 
tion, was then c'early repugnant of the first great | 
principles of eur Government, and to the equal | 
Tights and sovereignty of the people. 

Among other objections to the independent Trea- 
sury bill, it was urged that it would injure the 
manufacturer, and rob the laborer of his hard earn- 
ings. Ifhe thought so, he would assure the com- 
mittee and the country that he would be the last to 
stand up in its defence, as there was no class so 


worthy the protection of Government as the labor- |; 


ing men. That class of men was the true source 
of all our greatness and glory. lt was the laboring 
men of our country who had achieved her greatest { 
triumphs; they were the true foundation of her 
greatness, and the real architects of her fame; to 
them was to be attributed the growing cities, and 
all the works of enterprise in every State. There- 
fore, he would repeat that if he thought this mea- 
sure would act injuriously upon them, and rob then 


man to say a word in its defence. But how was 
the charge sustained? Where was the proof that 
it would produce such injurious effects? What 
portion of the bill was it that contained this fearful 
evil? It was urged that it would destroy the banks. 
This was erroneous, for the bill made no war upon 
the banks. It merely dissolved the partnership 
which formerly existed, and left them to them- 
selves. The operation of this bill could not injure 
the banks in the least, provided they had a solid 
basis torest upon. If the banks came to ruin after 
the passage of this bill, it would arise solely from 


any hostility from Government. 

This Independent Treasury bill, was purely a 
defensive, instead of an offensive measure. It wasa 
defensive measure necessary to the safety of the 
people, and the proper administration of Govern- 
ment. What! he would ask, could any one desire 


years, when, by a similtaneous suspension of the 
millions‘of its money, and was laughed and sneered 


This bill proposed to save us in fature from such 


the disposal of their own officers, instead of leaving 
it under the control of speculating institutions, who 
used it in their own business. This measure was 
not only necessary to the efficiency of Government, 
but to the soundness of the banks themselves. Its 
tendency would be to confine the banks to their 
own resources. They would then do a safe busi- 
ness, without relying upon the uncertain costin- 
gency of receiving the pablic money in depo- 
site. 

It was also objected to, as calculated to withdraw 
the public money from the business of the country. 
Bat what right, he would ask, had the banks or | 
the merchants to the use of the public money? | 
They had no right whatever. Such a power had | 
never been delegated to the Government to allow 
private individuals and corporations to trade on the 

ablic revenue. Yet we were constantly, abused. 


sovereignty, you-destroy it,” And so if the re- || for not permitting the public money, raised from { 


- upon the Treasury. 


the great body of the people, to be used by bank. 
rupt speculators and irresponsible corporationg 
Why it would be, in fact, levying a contribution 
upon the poor, for the benefit of the rich. It would 
be taxing the laboring classes to fill the pockets of 
the privileged few. It would be a most odious sys. 
tem of favoritism, unworthy of a free and intelli- 
gent people. 

Another objection was, that the revenue would 
be collected in gold and silver. All that it would 
be necessary to say in reply to this objection was, 
that there was no other currency recognised by 
the Constitution, nor was there any other currency 
in which Government cculd meet the demands 
Every citizen had a right to. 
exact the payment of his debts in specie, the only 
legai and constitutional currency. It was charged, 
also, that this measure would create one currency 
for the Government and another currency for the 
people—that the officers of Government would re- 
ceive a better currency than others. But how could 
the office holders be benefited, when the Govern- 
ment paper was to be redeemable in specie? In 
that case, it would confer no benefit upon the 
office holder; and admitting, for the sake of argu- 
ment, that the money did become depreciated, even 
his colleague [Mr. Cusnine] admitted that it could 
not then be admitted into the Treasury. 

It was also said that the effect of this bill would 
be to drain the banks of their specie, and accumu- 
late it in the vaults of the Treasury. But from a 
calculation made by those best able to judge, it was 
ascertained that the amount cf specie would be so 
small, that it could not affect the business of the- 
country. According to an estimate cf the Treasu- 
ty Department, it appeared that only five millions 
would be wanted. Now, if that amount were 
withdrawn from circulation in a single year, it 
would not be more than was abstracted by the ope- 
rations of commerce alone. But thissum would 
be taken gradually, and in such a way that no in- 
convenience could be felt. 

Mr. W. then proceeded to notice the charge, that 
the policy of the Administration in this respect was 
owing to the low prices of provisions, and the dis- 
tress which prevailed in the country. In confut- 
ing that charge, he referred to a table of prices of 
flour during differeat Administrations, and con- 
tended that if high prices were any sign ef merit, ' 
then the price of flour during the present Adminis- 
tration was a conclusive answer to the cry of the 
Opposition. As for the distress in the country, 
how could it be shown that the Administration was 
inany way responsible for it? If there was a 
stagnation of business, he contended that it was 
but the natural consequence of overaction and 
mad speculation. The States had run into debt - 
beyond the means of payment, and that was one 
great cause of their embarrassment. What hand 
had the Administration in producing such results? 
Had the Administration been in any way instru- 
mental in running up the enormous amount of 
State debts for internal improvement? Did it char- 
ter the swarm of State banks which deluged the 
conntry with their paper? Did it induce the banks 
to favor the rage of speculators? These were not. 
the acts of the Administration, nor was it responsi- 
ble for the debts of the States. It was tothe State 
Legislatures alone that the embarrassment was to 
be attributed, and to them alone belonged the re- 
sponsibility. 

But it was said these things were done by a ma 
jority of the Administration party in each State. 
Such was not the case. The assertion could not 
be proved. A reference to the facts would show 
that they were done bya majority of the Opposi- 
tion, with perhaps a few interested Democrats who 
aided them by their votes. 

It was also charged that the policy of the Admi- 
nistration tended to degrade the laborers of this 
country to the level ot the laboring classes of Eu- 
rope. But :this. Administration advocated no such - 
policy. The charge was as groundless as it was ri- 
diculous. As for degrading the laboring classes of 
this enlightened country to the condition of the a- 
borers of. Europe, it was not possible for any Ad-- 
ministration to do it, even if they could entertain $0, 
unholy a wish, Gentlemen who made this charge © 
mist keep in sight that there was a vast difference ' 
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between our Government and the Governments of f 
Europe. Under oar free institutions, it would be 
morally impossible to reduce the laboring portion i 
of the commanity to the level of the oppressed 
operatives in monarchical countries. Mr. W. then 
illustrated his position at some length, by a refe- 
rence to the causes producing a reduction of the 
price of labor in European countries, and which 
could never apply tous. Before such cou'd ever ~ 
be the ease, there must be a complete revolution in 
our form of Government, and a revolation in the 
condition of the people. Before the bright star of 
our freedom could descend in the shades of Euro- 
pean darkness, the intelligence of the working 
classes, beaming forth in characters of living light, 
must be extinguished: and that would never be the : 
cage: 

Throughout the whole of this discussion, the » 
Opposition had taken the ground that the interests | 
of labor were identified with the banking system. 
But was this assumption just and well founded? 
Could they adduce any proof that a paper currency || 
was calculated to promote the interests of the la- 
boring classes? One of the ablest writers on poli- 
tical economy contended that “stability” was one 


show that it was perpetually changing, and was | 
unstable as the waters cf the ocean—variable as 
the ebb and flow of its tides? 

Mr. W. then read several extracts from the ad- 
dress of the late President of the United States 
Bank, showing the effects of a sudden expansion 


. fearfal inerease of pauperism, and crime, as a 
' natural consequence of such degradation. 


i! ing the prices, and always falling upon the devoted 


| lected England as an instance of the good effects. 
of the essentials of a good currency. But had the | 
paper system any stability? Did not experience |, 


and contracticn of paper issues, which could never 
exist when the currency of a country was of gold 


and silver, and possessed the quality of stability. 


Mr. W. then drew a glowing picture of the ef- | 


fects of this paper system on the conntry, in pro- : 
ducing the existing distress; how it had robbed the 
poor man of the fruits of his industry, and encou- 
raged the rich to run into debt beyond the means | 
of payment; and yet this was the system now so | 
urgently contended for by the Opposition. 

He then referred toa number of tables, show- 
jing:the almost incredible losses sustained by the | 
depreciation of bank paper, which loss must, from | 
the very nature of things, continue so long as the 
paper system was kept up. After so doing, he then 
went on to show that, under a system having spe- 
cie for its basis, no such loss could ever occur. 


; patriot who would fora moment entertain the idea. 


He also proved that the paper system operated 
unequally at the expense of the laborer. He || 
showed, by a reference to decuments, that notwith- | 
standing all that had been said about the sympathy | 
of the manufacturers for the poor, these manufac- 
turers, with large capitals, ground down the poor 
man to the dust, and that while in a rise of prices 
his wages were the last to be raised, at a fall of 
prices his wages were the first to be reduced. 

Afier adverting to a variety of other objections, 
Mr. W. proceeded to notice the argament of his 
colleague, [Mr. Cusnine,] in relation to the good 
effects of the paper system in England, as com- 
pared with other countries. He said a full and 
impartial examination into the condition of the 
working classes in those countries when that system 
was established, would soon enable any one to see ° 
the fruits of it. 

Mr. W. then adverted at some length to the de- | 
graded condition of laboring classes in Sweden, 
Austria, Denmark, ete. When under a paper sys-: 
tem, they were bought and sold with the land like 
beasts. He compared this with the condition of | 
the Jaborer in Cuba, who, under a hard money cur- :; 
rency, received from sixty to seventy dollars per © 
month. ti 

What, he asked, was the actual condition of the || 
laboring classes in England, on which his colleague 
had pssed so glowing a eulogium, as a beantifal 
specimen of the good effects of a paper system? 
‘What was the trae condition of the great mass of 
the English? Were they not the degraded victims 
of toil, slavery, and low prices? Was it not noto- 
rious that the very pauper had a better living than 
the honest and industrious operative? Was it not 
well known that even condemned criminals were 
better fed-than the virtuous working. man? Yes, 
the Foreign Quarterly Review showed: that the 
pauper had a greater allowance of focd than the | 


| 
| 


| again to occur. 


| tables and authorities to which he referred, will b 
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laborer, the suspected thief had more than the 
pauper, the convicted thief more than the suspected 
one, and the transported felon three times as mush 
food than the independent laborer was able to pro- 
cure by his most strenuous exertions. 
By way of confirmation of these statements, 
Mr. W. read from a number of English writers of 
authority, showing the great degradation of the 
working classes in that country, whose labor was : 
all swallowed up to maintain the pomp, extrava- — 
gance, and splendor of the few. He also read 
parliamentary documents, showing the rapid and 


He then argued that this lamentable state of 
things coud not be attributed to the poverty of the . 


country, for theamount of aggregate wealth had © 


increased; but it was to be traced solely to the ex- 
pansions and contractions of a paper system effect- i 


heads of the peor. 

Mr. W. here read several tables, showing the 
connection between expansion and pauperism. He 
was astonished that his colleague should have se- 


cf this paper system. It was a most unfortunate 
sélection. Wat was the true condition of the 
“happy pecple” of that “mighty empire?” He 
would not go to the starving millions in her posses- 
stons in India, but he would call attention to the 
suffering millions in her “own green isle.” He 
woutd call attention to the extracts whieh he had 
read. Pe would ask gentlemen to pause and re- 
flect upon the state of things there set forth, and 


| then say whether they were desirous that the en- 
| lightened laborers of this country should be plaeed 


in the same situation, by the introduction of a 
similar system. No: he was sare there was no 


It was, therefore, due to the American laborer that 
the connection between bank and State should exist 
no longer. Ithad existed already too long, and 
it was high time that a connection should be dis- 
solved, the tendency of which was to outrage the 
liberties of the people. 


He did not mean to say that there should be ne 
paper, and no credit, but that ıt- should be on such 
a plan that would not deprive the laborer of the 
fruits of his toil, nor industry of its reward. He 
wished it regulated so that it would secure to labor | 


|| the rue amount of its earnings, and establish jus- , 


tice between the employer and the employed. 

This measure would do alltbat. It would give 
us a uniform currency, create a demand for specie, 
and make the currency more sound and stable. It | 
would seeure to the manufacturers a specie stan- 
dard of true value, and check excessive importa- 
tions. gri 

Mr. W. after showing various other benefits 
that would arise from the passage of the bill, said 
it must be evident that the President, so far from 
being an enemy to the laborers, as had been 
charged, was friendly to their interests, as his anx- 
iety for the adoption of this measure fully proved. 
It was the desire of the President and his friends to. 
establish a uniform specie standard, under whish 
it would be impossible for sich ruinous fluctuations 


The remarks of Mr. W. with the numerous | 


published in full as early-as convenient. 


Mr. SMITH of Vermont made some remarks in |. 


relation to the contest in his district, and concluded 
by saying that his opponent was voted for by the | 
Whigs generally, on the ground that he was in | 
favor ofa National Bank, and that he (Mr. S.) re- 
ceived the support of the Demceratic party, on the 
ground that he was opposed to sucha bank, and in 
favor of the Independent Treasury system. The 
principles of this measure, he said, were funda- 
mental—it reached the currency——the business and 
industry of thefcountry—that it would vitally affect 
the political and social condition of the country, so 
long as it shall hereafter continue in operation— 
that it would protect the political character and 


morals of the country. It would impart healthy 
action in thé currency, by infasing into it a larger 
basis of specie—it would prove beneficial to the 
business and industry of the country, by keeping 


; speculate upon. 
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the currency stable, and preventing unnatural sti- 
mulation aud overaction in trade, and by so regu- 
lating the industry of the country, as to keep labor ` 
constantly employed, in contradistinction to the 
ruinous fluctuations under the banking system. 

Mr. S. argued that the contest was the same now 
between the two great contending parties that it 
was in the year 1800. It was a contest of 
the mass of the people agaiust the moneyed 
few, to sustain the Constitution in all its purity, te 
preserve the Republican form of Government, and 


' the just balance of power which exists between all 


its departments, and to secure to the present, 
and to perpetuate to future generations those equal 
rizhts guarantied in the Constitution, and an 
equal distribution of the blessings of our great po- 
litical system. The people are of the impression 
that the opposition by the Whig party to this mea- 
sure, is from something more than meets the eye. 
There is something masked under it. The people 
remember well that the contest in the Revolution 
was between the oppressor and the oppressed. The 
contest is the same now. It is one between 
the mass, for an equal distribution of the blessings 
of Government, with the moneyed power who wish 
exclusive privileges, such as will secure to them 
more power than even accumulated wealth 
gives them, to enable them through that power to 
oppress the people. 

The House at the hour of half past two, took 
the usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. SMITH of Vermont continued his remarks. 
He contended that the antagonist measure to the’ 
Independent Treasury bill was a National Bank.’ 
The Opposition are in favor of a National Bank; 
they are sincerely devoted to such a measure, not- 
withstanding they will not directly and openly 
avow it. He would not discuss the constitutiona- 
lity of a bank; it was sufficient forhim that such an 
institution was altcgether inexpedient. It was not 


| suitable to the character of the pecple, or the prin- 


ciples of our Republican system. ‘It was no reason 
that such an institution should be established in 
this country, because one was suitable tô the Eng- 
lish Government and people, or any other mo- 
narchical Government, or the subjects of such a 
Government. The Bank of England lends all its 
aid to sustain the nobility. The moneyed power 
of all the European Governments naturally concen- 
trate, and combine to sustain those Governments,and 
in consequence to the same degree to oppress the 
people. 

He argued that in thiscountry the Executive need- 
ed no such sustenance. Therefore, the banks and 
the Government should be kept separate. It would 
be dangerous to Republican liberty to ally the Ex- 
ecutive to the moneyed power, by giving him the 
control of the whole banking system. To make 
such a bank as the Opposition wish to have, to con- ` 
trol the State institutions, and to regulate the busi- 
ness, the exchanges, and the industry of the coun- 
try, it would have to be constituted ef a capital of 
one hundred millions of dollars. Sacha bank, 
to regulate nine hundred State banks, with a com- 
bined capital of four handred millions, all in active 
operation, allied to the Executive, would be a` 
most potent and fearful power indeed. If such 
a bank be allied to the Executive, and give’ 
it all the potency it should have, and which the 
Whig party desire that it should have to regulate 
these nine hundred State banks, it would con- 
trol every channel of society. If such an institution 
be allied to the Executive, with the power and pa- 
tronage of the Government, and the time would not 
be in the future that the people would be able to- 
throw off the shackles, except by a fearful and 
bloody revolution. The banking institutions are 
not satisfied to control the business and commerce 
of the country, but the Whig party wish to give 
them a control of the Government itself, by giving 
them charge of the fiscal operations of the Go- 
vernment—by depositing with such institutions the 
revenues of the nation, to discount with, and to 
S Such a union would be fearfal 
indeed. But be had no idea that any Administra- 
tion would ever again consent that these institu- 
tions should be employed as fiscal agents, No 
friend to his country could consent that the Execu- 
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tive should be allied to the tremendous and fearful 
power of a National Bank, or the concentrated 
power of all the State banks. 

Mr. S. spoke of the opinions of Washington 
and Jefferson against a Bank and in favor of an 
Independent Treasury; they were in favor of an 
Independent Treasury, the same in principle as 
this. He then adverted to the fact that the Oppo- 


sition, who are attributing to this measure such j 


fearful evils, were strenuous in the support of it a 
few years ago. 
which he in part represented had an Indedendent 
Treasury in operation, with an unimportant ex- 
ception in its details. He said the provisions of 
this bill were strictly in accordance with the Con- 
stitation; and that no system could be devised 
that could make the meney more safe and secure, 
It is guarded by bonds, with heavy penalties for 
default. _ If the bill was not safe, he thought it the 
duty of the Opposition so to alter the details as to 
make it more guarded and secure. To strike out 


the enacting clause, was no way to perfect the | 


bil. 

He inferred by the argument of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusnina] that the mea- 
sure would favorably affect the manufacturing in- 
terests of the East. If by any measure, the ten- 
dency of which would beneficially affect the inte- 


rests of the section of country he represented, it |; 
| Alabama, SEVIER, TAPPAN, KING, 


would be an additional reason why he would be in 
favor of it. Mr. S. then showed the effect the un- 
natural expansion of the circulating medium 
(eaen the Independent Treasury will correct) 

ad in causing overimporting, and keeping the 
balance of trade against the United States. If the 
manufactoring interests were injuriously affected 
by overimportation, as the convention of the manu- 
facturers maintained, then this measure, which ap- 
preciates the currency by contracting it, will pre- 
vent this overimportation, and will, to that extent, 
operate as a protection to the manufactures of the 
North. Unless a modification of the tariff, or seme 
such measure as this should be passed, to check 
these large impertations, the manufacturing in- 
terests of the country would be prosirated. The 
labor of Europe would be employed, (as it was 
employed when the currency was so inflated in 
1837,) to the exclusion of the labor of our own 
country. This measure, then, will be greatly be- 
neficial to the laboring classes of this country, by 
securing to them a steady employment and regular 
and good prices. 

Mr. S. then adverted to the efforts making by the 
Opposition to create the impression that the work- 
ing classes would be injuriously effected by this 
measure. He believed sincerely that it would 
operate most beneficially to the whole labcr.ng 
community. It would operate asa protection to 


He then argued that the State | 


“the labor of this country of all kinds, to the exclu- | 


sion of the product of foreign labor. He then ad- 
verted to the distress and pauperism produced in 
England by the banking system atthe present 
time, and at past periods. He touched upon many 
other topics in the discussion, which it is impossi- 
ble to give a summary of; but it will be published 
soon in fall. 


Mr. BROWN of New York obtained the floor, | 
and spoke about three quarters of an hour in oppo- | 
sition to the bill, contending that it would not | 


strengthen the banks, or improve the currency, but 
that it would, on the other hand, weaken the banks 
by draining them of specie. That it would not 
restrict their circulation. Headvanced many ob- 
jections to it, which had been refated in the previ- 
ous part of the debate. 

Mı. WHITE of Kentucky obtained the floor, 
but gave way to 

Mr. STANLY, on whose motion the committee 
rose, and then 

The House adjourned. 


——e 


IN SENATE, 
Farvay, June 5, 1840. 

The CHAIR presented a message from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting a report 
from the Secretary of War, in compliance with a 
resolution of the Senate, in relation to the sale or 
exchange of Government drafts for bank notes; 
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Also a message from the President, transmitting 
a report from the Secretary of War, in compli- 
ance witha resolution of the Senate, in relation to 
the payment of Government creditors in depreci- 
ated currency; 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, trans- 


mitting, in compliance with a resolution of the Se- | 
nate, a copy of Captain Sanders’s report on the | 


improvement of the Falis of the Ohio river; 


‘Which were severally laid on the table, and or- | 


dered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial ef citizens 
of Buchanan county, Missouri, praying for a post 
route; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Offices and Post Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial of citi- : 
zens of the United States, praying that a report || 
may be made by the Committee on Agr:culture,on |; 


the comparative value of the fruits of the United 


States for the table, and other branches of Agri- | 


culture, &c.; which was referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture, and ordered to be print-d. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of 386 
inhabitants of the city of Washington,praying for the 


‘ renewal of the charter of said city, with certain 
i designated amendments thereto; which, after a de- 


bate, in which Messrs. NORVELL, MERRICK, 
ALLEN, LUMPKIN, CLAYTON, CLAY of 
and 
CRITTENDEN, participated, was referred to a 
select committee of five, to be appointed by the 
CHAIR. 


The following Senators were appointed said | 


commiitee: 

Messrs. NorveLL, Kina, Prentiss, Pirrce, and 
Cray of Alabama. l 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, reported a bill for the relief of Au- 
guste Davezac, William P. Jones, and Nathaniel 
Niles; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Jadici- 
ary, to which was referred the bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Matthew Lyon, and 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Fry, repert- 
ed the same without amendment. 

Mr. W. from the same Committee, to which was 
referred 

The claim of Saunders and Porter; . 

The claim of Joseph Wallis, and the heirs of 
Robert Leckie; 


deceased; 
made adverse reports thereon; which were or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. 
Claims, to which was referred the bill for the relief 


HUBBARD, from the Committee on . 


of William R. Davis, reported the same without . 


amendment. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the bills from the 
House 


For the relief of the administrator and heirs of . 


John Lindsey, deceased; 

For the relief of Elizabeth Case, widow of James 
Case, deceased; 

For the relief of Conrad Widrig; 


Teported the same to the Senate, and recommended 


that they do not passs. 


of Philip Barbour, deceased, was considered as in 
committee of the whole, and on the question shall 
be engrossed, the vote was—ayes 20, nays 20, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky 
Clayton, Fulton, Knight, Linn, Merrick, Mouton’ 
Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Scuthard, Tallmadge, Walker. 
White, and Young—20. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 
Sturgeon, Wall, Williams, and Wri, ht—20. 

The Vice Presipent voting in the affirmative, 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill making provision for the payment of 
pensions to the executors or administrators of de- 
ceased pensioners jn certain cases, was considered 
asin committee gf the whole, and ordered to be en- 


` grossed for 


athifd reading. 

GENBRAL BANKRUPT LAW. 
he bill tf establish a general system of bank. 
then taken up, the question being on 
of Mr. Cuayof Kentucky to strike out 
the 18t#section, containing the compulsory clause. 
PLINN said, that by the courtesy of the Se- 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Wersster) who 
was entitled to the floor, he was permiited to ask 
the attention of the Senate, for a very brief period, 

Some few days since, when that portion of the 
bill, embracing banking corpora'ions, was under 
consideration, and. whilst the Senator from South 


: Carolina (Mr. .CaLHoun) was speaking on that — 


| question, he had stepped into the room of the Com- 


mittee on Private Land Claims for a few minutes, 
to seek for a paper connected with some business 
which he had to transact at one of the public of- 
fices. During his brief absence from the Senate 
chamber, the vote was taken, and this important 
portion of the 18th section was stricken out with- 
out his name appearing among the ayes and noes, 
He did not think proper then to ask the indulgence 
of the Senate, to permit his name to be recorded, 
nor would he do so now; although during the pe- 
riod he has been a member of the Senate this in- 
dulgence has been granted to one or two gentle- 
men. But he thought this was improper, and he 
would not ask it in his own case, as he believed a 


| rigid adherence to the rule, a security to the coan- 


l WY, and the immediate constituents of a member, 
The claim of the heirs of Thomas Atkinson, — 


for his regular attention to the important duties of 
his station. His immediate friends and associates 
could bear witness, that in private conversation he 


` had expressed himself very strongly in favor of 


making banks responsible to the provisions of. th's 
bill, and that he made it almost a sine non, 
whether he would vote for any bankrupt bill. that 
did net contain it. Had he been present when the 
vote was taken, he most certainly would have 
voted in favor of retaining the clause adverted to; . 


; and perhaps in the future course of the discussion, 


Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on the Li- l 


'| brary, to which was referred the memorial of Alex- | 
| ander Vattemare, reported a bill in addition to 


acts now in force for the encouragement of learn- 


ing, by securing the copies of maps, charts, and — 


books, to the authors and proprietors of such co- 


pies, during the times therein mentioned; which ; 
i 25, as follows: 


was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. MERRICK moved that when the Senate 
adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 


Mr. SEVIER objected, and demanded the ayes 
and noes; which were ordered, and the motion was _ 


carried—ayes 34, nays 8. 


Mr. SEVIER then moved that the motion fixing _ 


a day for the adjournment of Congress sine die be 


he would submit his reasons for so doing. 

Mr. WEBSTER then addressed the Senate at 
length in favor of the motion of Mr. Cray, and 
on the general merits of the question, and was re- 
plied to by . 

Mr. WRIGHT, who contended that the effect 
of a bill containing merely the voluntary provision, 
would leave the creditor without remedy, and 
would seriously affect if not destroy the credit of 
our citizens in foreign ceuntries. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. WEB- 
STER, CLAY of Kentucky, and WRIGHT, the 
question was taken on triking out the 18th sec- 
tion, and decided in the negative—ayes 17, nays 


YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, 
Grundy, Huntington, Knight, Nicholas, Porter, 
Prentiss, Smi‘h of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 


` Webster, and White—17. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 


_ Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Hub- 


taken up; which, after some remarks from Messrs. © 
SEVIER, GRUNDY, WALKER, and CLAY of || 


Kentucky, was disagreed to. 


bbard, King, Linn, Lampkin, Norvell, Pierce, 
Preston, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith. of Coa- 
necticut, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, 


The bill for the relief of the legal representatives | Wright, and Young—25, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN moved that the subject be 
referred toa select committee. ` i 
Mr. HUBBARD moved that the further consi- 
deration of the whole subject be indefinitely post- 
poned. In making this motion, Mr. H. said that 


it was not his object, nor was it his wish, to pre- |: ' y 
ii New York,is full evidence of that fact. That bill has 


vent any further discussion of this subject that 


might be desired. He was anxious to hear all that Í 
might be said. Butit was his entire conviction 
that no bill could be matured at the present ses- | 
‘| measure 


aion. Toa portion of the Union the subject had 


not engaged as yet much of the public attention, — 


and he was unwilling that any bill should be pass- 
ed until more time should be allowed for the consi- 
deration of this question ia all its bearings. The 
bill from the committee, and the bilis of other Se- 


nators, had been printed, and the subject had been | 
‘| portance of this measure. The remonstrances up- 


„and he was now disposed to leave the 
whole matter for the consideration of the Ameri- 
can people. In his opinion no bill could be 
passed at this session, and it seemed to 
him that the time had arrived when the 
. Senate should, by their vote, determine 
whether it was prepared to adopt a bankrupt sys- 
tem, based upon the principles which had been 
sanctioned by the votes already given. The Senate 
has distinctly, by i's vote, determined to exclude all 
corporations from the provisions of a bank- 
ropt system. It had also determined, by 
its vote, to include the voluntary and the 
compulsory principle. These opinions have 
been so clearly expressed by the votes of the 
Senate, that the committee, who, it is proposed, 
shall now take the subject into their farther consi- 
. deration, will undoubtedly feel themselves bound 


to report back a bili embodying those principles, 


and providing for their improvemeat by such de- 
tails as they may consider necessary. He there- 
fore thought the Senate had now better determine 
-whether it is prepared to adopt a bankrupt system, 
embracing exclusively the principles already set- 
tled by the action of the Senate. He might be en- 
tirely mistaken, but he was not prepared to believe 
that a majority of the Senate would yield its assent 
' tosueha system. With these impressions, and be- 
lieving that the Senate ought to express its opi- 
nion upon the qaestion, he had made the mo- 
tion for indefinite postponement. He was well 
satisfied that no bill, matured upon the principles 
already settled, could be passed at the present 
session through both Houses of Congress. He 
thought, therefore, it would be advisable now to 
take the question involved in the motion he had 
submitted; and that is, would it be proper to pass a 
bankrupt bill based exclasively upon the principles 
-assettled by the vote already taken in the Senate? 
He thought not. 

Mr. BUCHANAN expressed the hope that what 
had been done would mot be lost, but that the biil 
would be referred, made as perfect as possible, 
and, even if it could not be now passed, be sent 
forth for information to the people . 

Mr. CLAY spoke in favor, not of the indefinite 
postponement, but of taking the vote upon it now, 
to determine whether a majority of the Senate was 
in favor of a bill, in any form, on this subject. 

Mr. WEBSTER spoke with great earnestness 
against the indefinite postpenement. The Senator 
from New Hampshire might well vote for it, be- 
cause he was opposed to the bill in every form. 

. Bat Mr. W. entreated Senators who were in favor 
of such a bill at all, not to delay its passage to 
- another session. 

Mr. NORVELL also spoke emphatically against 
the postponement. 

Mr. CLAY said his sole object in desiring the 
- Vote to be taken on this question now, was to see 
if a majority of the Senate were in favor of passing 

Ahe bill in any form. . 

_Mr. HUBBARD said that he entertained a very 
different opinion from that expressed by the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts. Much has been accom- 
plished, and that much will not be lost. The bill 

reported by a majority of the Committee on the 
` Judiciary has been for some weeks before the Se- 
nate. It has been most ably sustained by some of 
the most distinguished members of this body. 
Their speeches have been printed. The bill and 
their speeches have already attracted the attention 
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of some portions of the country. In some of our 
largest commercial cities, that bill, and the views 
of those Senators who have embarked in the sup- 
port of that measure, have excited no inconsidera- 
ble degree of attention. The memorial presented 
to the Senate by the Board of Trade of the city of 


also been opposed by Senators, and their views 
will be given to the public. And can it be said 
that all this is for nought?—that unless the 
is .now perfected, what has been 
done will be lost to the country? This will not 
be the case. The American people are by no 
means indifferent to this measure. The memorials 
upon the table of the Senate, calling for the passage 
of a bankrupt bill, show that the attention of one 
portion of the community is awakened to the im- 


on the table show that another portion is alarmed 
at the consequences of any action upon the mea- 
sure at this time. By one memorial it is recom- 
mended that no bill should pass, to take effect until 
after the first day of January next. These things 
show that the public mind is not entirely prepared 
for any paiticular bankrupt system. He therefore 
thought the whole matter had better be postponed. 
And, as it respects the amendment submitted by the 
Senator from New Jersey, that had also been print- 
ed, and the views of that Senator had gone forth 
to the public. It was then idle to say that all this 
would be lost, if the Senate left the subject unperfect- 
ed. He thought differently. Senators themselves 
are divided, and much divided, not only upen the 
constitutionality, but upon the expediency of the 
measure. He therefore was clearly of the opinion 
that the Senate should proceed no further at this 
session. Let what has been done go to our con- 
stituents, and in a very few months the Senate will 
Teassemble and be fully prepared to assert and 
maintain the opinions of the American people upon 
this important question. He hoped the Senate 
would agree to his motion. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said he should vote against the 
postponement; for, although he could vote for the 
bill in no form in which it had yet been: presented, 
he was not prepared to say he would be against it 
in every form. 

Mr. ALLEN and Mr. WALL also having 
spoken briefly against the postponement, 

Mr. HUBBARD said he would withdraw his 
motion; but Mr. Warrer objecting, and the yeas 
and nays having been ordered, it could not be 
withdrawn. 

Mr. WALKER spoke emphatically in favor of 
speedily passing such a bill, (inclading the banks, 
if it could be done,) and insisted that public opinion 
would soon render it inevitable. 

Mr. HUBBARD, in reply, said, that he had sig 
nified a wish to withdraw bis motion, to oblige hi 
friends, and for the very reason that no test vote- 
could be taken. He was utterly surprised, that the 
Senator from Mississippi should interpose any ob- 
jection. Does he suppose that he (Mr. H.} had 
expressed a willingness to withdraw it, for the rea- 
son that he wav unwillizg, or not prepared, te meet 
the question? Taat Senator weuld find himself 
mistaken. As it respected himself, it was matter 
of perfect indifference to him, whether the motion 
was withdrawn or not: he was ready to vote upon 
it; and if there was not another member of the Se- 
nate voted as he should, he was content that his 
vote should stand alone. The Senator will recol- 
lect, that while this bill was under debate, he sug- 
gested his purpose of moving, after the debate 
should he clozed for the day, to lay the whole mat- 
ter upon the table. 

He was anxious to ascertain the opinion of the 
Senate as to the propriety of passing a bill em- 
bracing exclusively the principles which had been 
sanctioned by the votes of the Senate. The Sena- 
tor suggested an objection to the course proposed; 
and intimated that it was his purpose further to 
debate the subject. Assoon as the Senator had 
intiniated his wish, he gave him to understand that 
he (Mr. H.) would make no such motion. He did 
this to accommodate that Senator, and to afford 
him the opportanity further to debate the sabject 
if he pleased. And when he had offered his 
motion to postpone, he expressly said that the mo- 


tion was not made to prevent discussion; and now 
the Senator objects to his withdrawing the motion 
because he wishes to test the opinion of the Senaie, 
when he must be satisfied, from the remarks 
made by different Senators, that no test vote can 
be given. But as it respected himself, it was of 
no earthly importance. He should have been 
willing to have withdrawn his motion, as that is ob- 
jected to. He hoped the yeas and nays would be 
taken; and the result will show at least one vote 
given with pea pleasure for the motion. 

ter some further remarks by Messrs. GRUN- 
DY, CALHOUN, CLAY of Kentacky, and 
SMITH of Indiana, 

Mr. PIERCE said: Mr. President, I would have 
no Senator suppose, after the elaborate discussion 
that has taken place upon this bill, that I rise to 
present any poor arguments of my own. Much 
less, sir, is it my desire to expatiate upon the sym- 
pathy I feel for the debtor, or the desire I entertain 
to see the creditor fairly and justly protected in 
rights, which have accrued under existing laws of 
the land. I do not, however, admit a less lively 
regard on my part for the true interests of bota 
classes, than is cherished by those who are more 
profuse in their professions. 

Sir, in this stage of the bill I rise for another pur- 
pose; itis to say to the Senator from Indiana, that 
neither he nor any other gentleman can prescribe 
to me what is to be regarded as a test question. No 
man shall make up for me an issue here or else- 
where without my participation. I take a practical 
view of things; take them as they are—as they 
happen to be presented at the time, when Iam 
called upon to vote; not as by possibility they may 
be at a future time and on another occasion. My 
colleague has moved to postpone indefinitely—-what? 
Not the whole subject of a “uniform system of 
bankruptcy,” but, after full argument and various 
important amendments, the bi'l in its present shape. 
He has, so faras I bave heard, expressed no 
opinion against such a system, sufficiently 
broad and suitably guarded, but he has 
moved to postpone this bill in its present 
form, and no other. Upon that question I am 
called upon to record my ay or no. After all 
that has been said upon both sides of the cham- 
ber, [ would have been better pleased, if my friend 
from Mississippi [Mr. Waker) had allowed my 
colleague to withdraw his motion, because it is 
perfectly apparent, that the vote will express no- 
thing, literally nothing, relative to the ultimate fate 
of this bill. Perhaps [ am mistaken—it may foster 
hopes never to be realized. It may raise the expec- 
tations of the indebted class to the pinnacle of hope 
to-ddy, to be plunged to the depths of despair to- 
morrow. This no Senator desires to do, and I ap- 
peal to ail, whether the vote will not probably car- 
ry out to the public mind a false and delusive im- 
pression. ; 

What have we done? We have stricken out 
corporations, ia my judgment, the most important, 
if not the redeeming provi:ion of the bill, and we 
have sustained the voluntary and compulsory fea- 
tures, and this embraces all the material principles 
settled—but various provisions have been erased 
and gome sections stricken out—besides, no ques- 
tion has yet been taken on the amendment of the 
minority of the committee, as amended. Now, in 
this state of things, I fully appreciate and acknow- 
ledge the force of the views of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania [Mr.; Bucnanan.] He does not be- 
lieve a bankrupt billcan be so framed in this body, 
as to secure his vote; but he desiresto examine it in 


«its best shape; in its perfected form, after the labor of 


its friends shall have been exhausted. He desires, 
before he votes, to see it embodied and compact, 
so that its provisions, whatever they may be, 
can be readily comprehended by his constituents 
and mine. I should be glad to have it thus pre- 
sented, too, although I do not believe that any great 
change can be made by the committee—that is, no 
change affecting materially the principles involved 
—and in this conclasion I am warranted by the 
voles that have already been taken. Now, sir, al- 
though I could desire precisely what the Senator 
seeks, I am compelled to vote upon the state of 
facts as they exist. My colleague is not permitted 


to withdraw his motion. Let no man suppose that 


any advantage is to be gained by insisting upon 
this vote. l, for one, sha'igive t cheerfully and un- 
finching!y;ami geatiemen on doth sides who favor 
the measure are at liberty to regard it thus far forth 
as a test vote; bul they must, tor me, neither en- 
jarge nor diminish the provisions already sanction- 


I mast, Mr. President, be permitted to express 
my surprise at the remarks of my friend trom 
Onio, (Mr. Atten.| He is disposed, as I under- 
Stand him, to voie against the posiponement, lest 
h's views in relation to the bill, if corporations 
were included, may be 
misconstrued. S:r, | have no such apprehensions. 
How do we stand here? 

There weare, that Senator and myself, upon the 
reoard, in a minority of sixteen to twenty-eight. 
That reconi will neither be obliterated, nor wear 


out. The vote will stand there until the uibuaal ; 


ot highest appeal in this couatry shall either reverse 
or affirm the jadgment of those who happen to be op- 
posed to us. Of the character of that decision the Se- 


nator eateriains not stronger convictions than myself; | 
it may be proclaimed earlier or later, but itcan ` 


neither be controlled nor indefinite'y postponed. I 

Tose, sir, Merely to protest against auy man making 

an issue for me, or saying what shall or shall not 

be a tess vote in this chamber. My vote will be 

given upon a real, tangible state of facts, involv- 

mg certain defined principles, and upon no sup- 
d case. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had but a few words to say. 
He had been, in a great degree, anticipated by the 
remarks of his friend from New Hampohire, [Mr. 
Pigece.) With that gentieman he protested 
against any attempt which bad been made, or 
might be made, to present the present as a test 
question to him. 

He did not coasider the moticn to postpone the 
present subject indefinitely, as any test question, 
Under what circumstances had it been made? Se- 
veral weeks ago, the majority of the Committee on 
the Jadiciary had reported a bill, confned in its 
provisions to cases of voluntary bankruptcy. The 
minority of the same commitiee had presented 


another bill, which extended to compulsory bank- — 


raptey, and offered it as a substitute tor the bill of 
the committee. This amendmeut had been dis- 
cussed at great length, and amended in several im- 


portant particulars; an | now the friends of a bank- | 


Tapt system moved to reter the original bill, to- 
gether with the amendment, on the adoption of 
which, as asubstiute for the origiva! b.li, no v tte 
had yet been takea, to a select committee. They 
_desired in this manner to perfect the details of the 
system, and to present it, in one uniform bi!l, to the 
Senate and the country. It wasat this s'age of the 
proceeding, that the motion fur indefiniie post- 
_ponemeat had been made. For his own part, 
he believed that ordinary courtesy to the friends 
of the measure required that they should be 
permitted to amend their bill, and present it ‘o the 
Senaie in such a form as they preferred. He 
would not deprive them, by his vote, of thts oppor- 
tunity. After they had presented the biil to the 
Senate, in its matured shape, thea, and noi till then, 
would he consider the question of indefinite posi- 
ponement as a lest qnestion, and such be believed 
had been the practice of the Senate. 

But higher considerations than mere courtesy 
had brought him to this couciusivn. 
strong opinions agaiast aay bankrapt bill, founded 
upon the English system. These opinions he bad 
expressed at length, nearly twenty years agv, it 


the other House of Congress. Aithough his sym- 
pathies were strongly enlisted in favor of the suf- | 


fering debtors throughout the United States, stili 
his impressions were unfavorable to the bill. He 


should gladly be convinced that he had been wrong. ; 


The Sena'e of his own State had passed a resolu- 
tion, with buta few dissenting voices, in favor of a 
bankrupt bill. It was not an instruction, buta 
strong expression of opinion. Under such cir- 
cumstances, with so many meritorious individuals 
iaterested, he thought it would be boih a harsh and 
unjust measure for him to deny to the friends of 
the bill the opportanily of perfecting its de- 
tails. And this was more especially the 
case, when every peison, who had stu- 


misapprehended or- 


He held - 
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subjeet, must acknowledge that the 
details of any bankrupt bill essentially entered into 
its merits. He himself was not opposed to adopt- 
ing the principle of releasing honest insolvent debt- 


died the mu 


l! ors, who had surrendered all their property to their 


creditors, provided such a law could be framed by 
Congress as would not introduce evils in practice 
to the community which would more than countei- 
balance all the good proposed to be accomplished. 
He was, therefore, entirely willing to recommit 
the subject to a select commitiee of its peculiar 
triends. 

It was highly probable that no bankrupt bill 
would become a law at the present session. Let its 
triends, theretore, place the subject in its best form. 
Let them in this manner present a distinct issue 
before the people of the country. He himcelf 


would obey the voice of public opinion in hisown — 


State, expressed in the constitutional manner. 
Should he not be instructed, at the present session, 
by the authority which he felt himself bound to 
ubey, it was his strong impression that he should, 
acting upon his own responsibility, vote against the 
measure, in any furm in which it would probably 
be presented by the committee. Still, he was wil- 
Jing to give its friends every fair opportunity of of- 
fering it to the public in the form which they might 
deem the most perfect. 

Mr. ALLEN said that the object of his former 
remarks had been attained. He desired that gen- 
tlemen, in giving their votes on this question, should 
not be placed in a false position. They had ac- 
cordingly explained their views in the vo'es they 


| were about to give, and this was the object he had 


in view when he was up before. He would him- 
self most cheerfully vote for the indefinite post- 
ponement of the whole matter. 

Mr. SEVIER and Mr. LINN expressed their 
views on the whole question somewhat at length, 


, (a report of which wi.l be given hereaiter,) and | 


the question being taken, the motion to postpone 
indefinitely was lost—ayes 16, noes 28, as fel- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Calhoun, Falton, Grundy, Hubbard, Linn, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, 


' and Tappan—16. 


NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cathbert, 
Davis. Dixon, Huntington, King, Knight, Lump- 
kin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, 
Porter, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
Walker, Wall, Webster, White, Williams, Wright, 
and Young—28. 

On motion cf Mr. CRITTENDEN, the whole 
subject was then referred to a select committee of 


' seven, to be selected by the Crair, and the follow- 


ing Senators were appointed said committee: 
Messrs. CRITTENDEN, CLAYTON, Walker, HUN- 
TiNGTON, WiLLiams, NORVELL, and NicHOLAS 


On motion, ihe Senate then adjourned to Mon- $ 


day next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, June 5, 1840. 
After the journal had been read, 


Mr. P. J. WAGNER, on leave, sabmitied the . 


following resolution; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Commissioner of Pensions be ` 


direcied to report to this House, by what authority 
the payment of arrears of military pensions, grant- 
ed since 4th of March last past, to pensioners and 
widows of the Revolationary pensioners, under the 


. special of 1832, °36, and °38, has been, and is 
withheld by the pension agents in the different | 


States. 


Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committee on the 

` Jadiciary, to which was referred the memorial of | 
Lysander Spooner, containing charges of official 5 
© miseonduct against John McLean, one of the = 
justices of the Sepreme Court of the United States, ` 
` made a report, concluding with the following reso- — 


luticns, which the committee unanimously recom- 
mend to be adopted by the House. 

Resolved, That the charges exhibited against tke 
Hon. John McLean, one of the judges of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, by Lysander 
Spooner, a citizen of Massachusetts, in his memo- 
rial presented to the House of Representatives, and 


apts 3 a 


` was guilty. 


a 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary on the 


25th of May last, are unfounded; and that the 
confidence of the House in the integrity of the 
said judge, is not, by reason of such charges, in any 
depree, changed, lessened or impaired. 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from 
further consideration of the said memorial. 

On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, the report was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CHINN of Leuisiana moved the adoption 
of the following resolution, offered by him a short 
time ago: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General commu. 


| nicate to this House, without delay, the time at 


which the postmaster at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
became a defaulter; the time, number, and amount 


' of the various dratss which have been drawn on 


him, and which he has refused or neglected to pay; 
and particularly the amount now due by said post. 
master to the Government. Also, all tue commu. 
nications which have been written and received in 
relation to said detalcations, together with all the 
correspondence which has occurred, touch the re. 
moval trom oftice of said postmaster, and of the 
appointment of a successor to said office. 

Mr. McKAY said that when, with others, he 
had voted again:t a suspension of the rules, to en- 
able the resolution to be receive !, he had done so 
on the ground that it was worded so as to require 
them to admit that the postmaster was a defaulter, 
It assumed that he was in fault. Now he proposed 
to modify the resolution, so as to leave it to be as- 
certained whether the postmaster at Baton Rouge 
was a defaniter or nol. 

Atter some debate of a conversational cha- 


` racier, 


Tre SPEAKER said the resolution could only 
be received by general consent. 

And the question being on its reception, objec- 
tion was made, and the resolation was not re- 
ceived. 

Mr. McKAY then moved a suspension of the 
rules, for the purpose of offering a resolation on 
the same subject, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Pestmaster General be, and 
he 1s herehy, directed to communicate to this House 
without delay, whether the posimaster at Baton 
Rouge be a defaulter or not; and if so, when he 
be-ame one—whether any drafts have been drawn 
on him which he has refused or neglected to pay, 
and the time, number, and amount thereof. And 
aiso particularly, whether said postmaster be in- 
debted to the Government or not, and the amount 


i! thereof, and all communications to or from the De- 


partment respecting said indebtedneas. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia wished to know whe- 
ther the motion to suspend was intended te em- 
brace the whole day, or merely the morning 


=: hour. 


Mr. McKAY replied, the morning hour only. 
The question being on the motion to suspend, 
Mr. ANDREWS demanded the yeas and nays; 


‘| which being ordered, were—yeas 161 nays 4. 


So the rules were suspended, and the resolution 


4 received, 


Mr. McKAY said he had been all along perfectly 
wiiling for an investigation; but he objected to the 
terms of the resolution of the gentleman from Lou- 
isiana, inasmuchas it assumed that the posimaster 
la his opinion it was wrong thus to 
assume that a man wasa defaulter beforehand. 


. He had also another objection, which was to the 
‘| call upen the Postmaster General for ihe.. corre- 
'! spondence relating to the removal of a postmaster. 


He believed there was no instance in either House 
of Congress where a call had been made upon 
the head of an Executive Department, for corre- 
spondence in relation to the removal of an officer. 
It was a subject which had been very much de- 
bated in both Houses. He referred to a case 
which occurred some years ago in relation to the 
removal of a certain[postmaster,and when the Senate 
voted disticetly in reference to this subject, and de- 


: cided that they had no right to call on the Postmas- 
' ter General for correspondence in relation to the 
` removal of an officer. 


Mr. McK. said hedid not intend to be un- 


derstood as denying that the House, in certain 


extreme cases, might, in the exercise of its inquisi- 


Postmaster General 
for cotrespondence. There could be no doubt 
‘about it. But then he was sure the gentleman from 
‘Louisiana would not pretend that this was a Case 
of that nature. The resolution he now offered 
would elicit all the facts, and would prove satisfac- 
tory to all. Believing thatno benefit could arise from 
‘any further debate on the subject, he would con- 
clude by moving the previous question. , 

Mr. McKAY moved the previous question; 
which received a second, on count, by—-ayes 80, 
noes 77. 

Mr. CHINN here stated that the postmaster ac- 
knowledged that he was a defaulter, and that he 
“had a letter in his possession in the House in proof 
“of that fact. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS inquired of the Cmar 
whether it was in order to move to reconsider the 
vote by which the rules were suspended? if so, he 
made that motion. l ; 
` Mr. DROMGOOLE rose to a point or order. 
He contended that it was not in order to make a 
motion intervening the second to the previous 
question and the time that the Cxair propounds 
the question “Shall the main question be put?” 

The CHAIR cited a case this session, by which 
a motion was entertained intervening the second 
and the propounding of the question ‘Shall the 
‘main question be put?” The only difference be- 
tween that case and the present one was, that, in 
‘the former case the previous question bad not re- 
ceived a second; but in this instance ithad. He 
did not consider, however, that that had made any 
difference. He decided that it was ia order to 
make the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE did not believe it was a 
correct decision, and took an appeal. 

_ The question now being, Shall the opinion of the 
Cuai stand as the judgment of the House? 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and 
nays; which, having been ordered, were—yeas 78, 
nays 85. 

So the decision of the Cra was reversed. 

The question then recurring on the question, 
“Shall the main question be now put?” (which, if 
ordered, would be on the adoption of the resolu- 


torial power, call upon the 


tion.) ; 

` Mr. EVERETT called for the yeas and nays; 

which, having been ordered, were—yeas 94, nays 
` 80, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Boyd, Brewster, Burke, Bynum, Carr, 
Clifford, Coles, Connor, Wm. R. Cooper, Craig, C , Dana, 
John Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncaa, Earl, Eastman, 
Ely, Fioyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, 
Hand, Jno. Hastings. Hawkins, Hillen, Holeman, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, Mc- 
Cielan, McCulloh, McKay, Marchand, Mason, Miller, Mor- 
tanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, 
Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, 
Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, gag “oxi Thomas Smith, 
ark weather, Steenrod, Sumpter, wearingen, Sweney, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthington—%. 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Alford, Andrews. Baker, Barnard, 
Bell, Biddle, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, W. B. Camp- 
bell, Carter, Casey, Chinn, Crabb, Crocket Curtis, Cushing, 
Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, berry, Dennis, 
Dellet, Edwards, Everett, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Green, 
Grinnell, Hall, W. 8. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, 
Hunt, James, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lin 
‘coin, Mallory, Marvin, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, 
Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Peck, Pope, Randolph, Rariden, Ray- 
ner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Blade, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, 
Tilli Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. 
Wagner, John White, Taos. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise-—80. 

So the main question having been ordered to be 
put, was put, and the resolution was adopted. 

The morning hour having expired, 

Mr.J W. JONES moved to suspend the rules 
to go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. JAMES demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which having been ordered, were— 
yeas 104, nays 73. ~ 

The motion under the amended rule requiring 
only a majority, the rales were suspended. 

Mr. KEIM asked the general consent to make 
a report from the Committee on the Militia; but ob- 
jection was made to its reception. . 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 


~ The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 


‘of this country, and 
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tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Banks in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the Independent Treasury bill. 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky, who was entitled 
to the floor, argued that the bill had been in ope- 


ration, notwithstanding the friends of the bill con- | 


tended that it had not—that tae measure had not 
been called for by the popular will—that it had 
been condemned in 1837, °38, and °39, by the re- 
presentatives of the people, and by the people 
themselves, whenever the question was directly 
presented to them; that it was more expensive than 


the State bank deposiie system, or when the Bank f 


of the United States was the fiscal agent of the Go. 


vernment—that there was less responsibility to the | 


Government in it; that it was less secure and eco- 
pomical than the above systems. He argued that 
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lst. To make out the mileage of members fer 
the present session, in conformity to the mileage 
allowed and paid to members of the last Congress, 
and report the same to the Speaker of this House 
without delay. 

2d. To report a bill establishing a uniform 
method of ascertaining and allowing the mileage of 
the members of future Congresses. 

Mr. OSBORNE objected. Then 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to suspend the rules, to 


: -enable him to offer the resolution. 


Mr. OSBORNE said he had no particular inte- 
rest in the question of mileage; but he did not see 


, the chairman of the Committee on Milage in his 


the Independent Treasury bil! would fall still born, . 


and would be inoperative without the Treasury 


Note bill—that that measure would give vitality to , 


it. He also commented on such parts of the 
President’s message as asserted that there 
was a sympathy and connection between the 
Bank of England. and the bankixg system 
denied the position as- 


sumed in the message. He examined the ques- 


tion of currency in all its bearings upon the’ 


productive industry of the country, and attributed 


“all the evils of its deraagement to the past policy 


of the administrations of Jackson and Van Buren; 
and contended that there had been, as there now 
was, a concerted design, on the part of those Demo- 
cratic Presidents and certain leading men of the 
Democratic party, to break down the banking sys- 
tem of the country. In speaking of the objects, 
tendency, and effects of the bank power, he said it 
was disgusting to argue that such power was fa- 
` vorable to the aristocracy, or inimical to the inte- 
rests of the mass of the people. In speaking of the 
opinions of several statesmen, as connected with 
the positions 


was that the people had to feel before they would 
thisk. They had suffered, said Mr. W. and it 


present evils. 
The House took its usual recess at half-past two. 
EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. WHITE resumed his remarks, in opposi- 
tion to the bill; and concluded at 7 o'clock; at 
which time, p 

Mr. RAMSEY obtained the floor; and, on his 
motion, the committee rose, and then 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satorpay, June 6, 1840. 

Mr. KEIM, from the Committee on the Militia, 
to which had been referred on the 2d March, the 
report of the Secretary of War for the re-organi- 
zation of the militia, by leave, made a report on 
that subject. 


committee in relation to the plan for the re-organi- 
zation of the militia. 

On motion of Mr. KEIM, both of said reports 
were ordered to lie on the table, and be printed; 
then 3 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, and by ge- 


were ordered to be printed. 


the Library, to which had been reported the memo- 
rial of Monsieur Alexandre Vattemare of France, 
in relation to the establishment throughout the 


bill respecting copyrights; which was read twice, 
and the bill and report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked the general consent cf 
the House to offer a resolution; which was read for 
information, as follows: 

Resolved, That the statement made out by the 
Committee en Mileage, and given to the Sergeant- 
at-Arms of this House, be committeed to said com- 
mittee, with instruactions— 


seat, who, he was informed, was prepared to make 
a report on the subject, which was the reason why 
he did object. Afier some further conversation, 
Mr. O. withdrew bis objection. 

Mr. CONNOR renewed it. 

Mr. PETRIKIN persisted in his motion to sus- 


: pend the rules, and demanded the yeas and nays 


upon it; which having been ordered, were—yeas 
79, nays 38. No quorum having voted, 

Mr. LEET said it was an important question, 
and moved acall of the House; which was, how- 


-ever, refused. . 


Mr. PECK inquired of the Cmarr whether the 
report alluded to was before the House. 

The CHAIR replied thai it was not, but un- 
derstood it was in the hands of the the Sergeant- 
at-Arms. : 

Mr. TURNEY inquired of the Cuarr, if the 
rules were suspended, whether this question woald 
not ride over all other business? 

The CHAIR replied that it would. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then modified his motion so as 
to suspend the rules for the morning hour only.. 

The question was again taken on suspending the 


‘| rules, by yeas-and nays; and decided in the affirm- 
|! alive—yeras 102, nays 45. 


he assumed in his argument against . 
the bill, he said that Washington asceried that one || 
of the greatest evils in a Democratic Government | 


Mr. PETRIKIN, being entitled to the floor, 
yielded it to 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Connecticut, chairman of 
the Committee on Mileage, who was now present 


‘`; —explained the state of the question before the 


Mr. TRIPLETT, from the same committee, on || 
leave, reported the views of the minority ot that | 


would be their own fault if they did not correct the | 


; ‘to the House. 


committee—the difficulty they had to encounter to 
agree upon some general plan. They had -agreed 
toa report and bill which he was ready to present 
He would be glad if the instruc- 


` tions proposed should be adopted by the House, 
: as it would relieve that committee of much embar- 


rassment on the poinis in controversy. He, how- 
ever, believed that the report and bill would satis- 


:* fy all present. 


The bili and report were then read to the House 


| for information. {The bill so regulates the charges 


as to restrict the pay to the most direct-route] to 
take effect after the 26th Congress. 

Mr. W. then spoke of the want of uniformity 
in charges under the existing law—that there was 
gteat inequality. He thought that, when the com- 
mittee again met, it would be able to arrange all 


| the difficulties that seemed to be presented in the 


matier, and that if the bill passed, there would bë 
no d.fficulty hereafter, or cause. of complaint. 
Mr. PETRIKIN modified his resolution, by 


© withdrawing the second instruction to the commit- 


neral consent, 5,000 extra copies of said reporis H 


, tee. 


He said he did not wish to consume the time 


: of the House by debating the proposition—he did 


world, of a system of international exchanges of — 
literary works, made a report, accompanied by a 


Mr. TILLINGHAST, from the Committee on . 


not think any argument necessary, and therefore 
moved the previous question. 
Mr. LEET appealed to Mr. Prrrigin to with- 


‘draw the motion for the previous question; but he 


refused. 
Mr. STANLY then moved to lay the resolution 


' on the table. 


Mr. REED demanded the yeas and nays on that 


` motion; whieh, having been ordered, were—yeas 


96, nays 78. 

So it was laid upon the table. 

Mr. BLACK asked a suspension of the rules for 
two hours, to enable him to offer the following reso- 
lution, and to have the same considered, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Mileage be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the sub- 
ject, and that each and every member of this 
House shall furnish, upon his own responsibility, 
to the Sergeant-at-Arms, the distance frem Wash- 
ington to his residence, by the most usual route of 
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public travel; according to which statement his 


mileage shall be charged, and that said statement: 


of mileage shall be published in the journal of the 
House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee gave notice 
that if the rules were suspended, he would move 
the following as a substitute: 

“That the Committee on Mileage be instructed to 
report a bill prescribing that the mileage allowed 
to members of Congress shall be computed upon 


the nearest mail route from their residences to the | 


seat of Governmeni; and that said committee be 
instructed to report to the Sergeant-al-Arms the 
mileage of the members thereof, to be computed 
upon the nearest mail route from their residences 
to the seat of Government. 

Mr. JAMESON gave notice that he would pro- 
pose the following as an amendment, viz: 

“Resolved, That the Committee on Mileage be 
authorized, if satisfied of any mistake they may 
have made in the calculation of the mileage of any 
member, to correct the same, 

The question being on suspending the rules, for 
the reception of the resolution of Mr. Bracs, 

Mr. CROSS demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which, having been ordered, were— 
yeas 53, nays 94. 

So the rules were not suspended. : 

Some conversation here took place between Mr. 
WILLIAMS of Connecticut and Mr.ALFORD, as 
to the power of the committee over the subject. 

Mr. WILLIAMS asked that the rules might be 
suspended to receive the bill and report, that the 
same might be printed. 

Mr. REED demanded the yeas and nays on the 
motion; which, having been ordered, were—yeas 
107, nays 48. 

So the rules having been suspended; 

The bill and report were received. 

The bill was read the second time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee moved so to 
amend it that the law take effect immediately after 
its passage. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, the bill was 
committed, and the bill and report were ordered to 
be printed. ; 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut moved to post- 
pone the further consideration of the. bill till Tues- 

day next, and that it be made the special order for 
one hour on that day. 

The yeas and nays having been called for, and 

. ordered on that motion, were—yeas €9, nays 47— 
not being two-thirds, the motion was lost. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved to suspend the 
rules, so that the House resolve itself into a Com- 
mittee ef the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. STANLY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution of Mr. McKay was adopted 
on yesterday, calling on the Postmaster General for 
information in relation to the alleged defalcation 
of the postmaster at Baton Rouge, with the view of 
submitting a resolution authorizing the Postmaster 
General to secure allthe correspondence between 

*himself and all the postmasters, and deposite the 
same in the fire proof vaults of the Treasury build- 
ing; that sach correspondence may not again be 
destroyed by fire. 

` Objections having been made, 

Mr. STANLY moved to suspend the rules to 
enable him to offer it. 

The CHAIR said it was not in order, there be- 
ing already one motion to suspend the rules pend- 
ing. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules to go into Committee of the Whole on the 

-state of the Union, and agreed to. 

The SPEAKER taid before the House the fol- 
lowing communication from the President of the 
United States, viz: 


“To the House of Representatives: 


I herewith submit a report from the Secretary of 

. tbe Treasury, showing the progress made in com- 
. plying with the requirements of a resolution, passed 
February 6, 1839, concerning the mineral lands of 
the United States. The documents he communi- 

. cates contain much important information on the 
- subject of these lands; and a plan for the sale of 


them is ina course of preparation, and will be 
presented as soon as comp’eted. 
M. VAN BUREN. 

June 4th, 1840. 

On motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. STEWART of Illinois moved that five 
thousand extra copies be printed. 


Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved that ten thousand ' 
| addi‘ional copies be printed. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected, and the mo- 
tion accordingly lies over one day under the rule. 

The bill on the Spraxer’s table, entitled an act 
concerning prisoners of the United Siates commit- 


ted to the jail of the county of Providence, in ! 
Rhode Island, was read twice, and by special order , 


the third time, and passed. 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 


sumed the consideration of the Independent Trea- 
sury bill. 

Mr. RAMSEY being entitled to the floor, spoke 
at some length in favor of the bill, and in confut- 
ing the sophistical arguments which had been urged 
in support of the paper system. He tooka review 
of.those countries in which the banking system had 
been for ages unknown, and showed from histori- 
cal facts that a fluctuating paper currency was not, 
as had been contended, essential to the prosperity 
ofanation. He had not proceeded far, whea 

The hour for taking the usual recess having ar- 
rived, 

The committee rose, and the Speaker resumed 
the chair for the purpose of anrouncing that fact, 
when 


tion the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE wished, before the motion 
was put, to have read, for information, a resolu- 
tioa proposing an alteration in the daily hour of 
meeting to 10 o’clock, a. m. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. D. wished to submit it, but objection being 
made, and the motion to adjourn insisted upon, 

Mr. D. inquired of the Cairn whether, after the 
hour of recess bad arrived, the motion to adjourn 
could be received. j 

The SPEAKER replied, it could only be re- 
ceived by general consent. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE then said he wou!d object || 
to it, and insist upon the recess; which was takea |: 


accordingly. 
EVENING SESSION. 
After the recess, 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair, the question 


pending on the motion of Mr. Stanuy to adjourn, | 


and on which motien the yeas and nays had been 
ordered. 

After some debate of a desultory character, the 
question was taken on the motion to adjourn, and 
resulted as follows: yeas 7, nays 27, 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. HOLMES then moved that the House again 


S itself into Committee of the Whole on the || o1nsell, ng, l 
TONE eu ;, and disciplining the militia, be printed; which, at the 


Independent Treasury bill. 


Mr. ADAMS and others objected, on the ground |, 


that there was no quorum present. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House, | 


but it was not ordered. 


The motion that the House go again into com- || 


mittee was then renewed. 

Mr. ADAMS objected, as there was no House 
present. . 

The motion to adjourn was then renewed, and 
on being put, was again rejected—yeas 29, nays 
48. 

Mr. MORGAN moved a call of the House. 

Mr. JAMESON, on that motion, demanded the 
yeas and nays; which being ordered, were—yeas 


49, nays 37. So the call was ordered, and pro- | 


ceeded in until 95 members answered to their 


names. 
The motion to adjourn was then renewed, and 


decided by yeas and nays as follows: yeas 46, nays 


44, Soat 5, p. m. 
The House adjourned, 


Mr. STANLY moved to adjourn; on wh'ch mo- j 


IN SENATE, 
Mownay, June 8, 1840. 

The CHAIR presented a report from the Secre. 
tary of War, transmitting documents in relation to 
the proceedings for the recovery of the Peapateh 
island; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the memorial of the 
vaderwriters of the city of New Orleans, remon- 
strating against the repeal of the pilot laws of 1837, 


` which was referred to the Commitiee on Commerce, 
' and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the bill from the House to 


' ensure the more faithful execution of the laws re. 


lating to the collection of duties on imports, report- 
ed the same with various amendments. The bill, 


‘| as proposed to be amended, was ordered to be 
.| printed; and Mr. W. said that he was instructed by 
The House then resolved itself into a Committee | 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union, and re- 


the committee to give notice that he would ask for its 


|; consideration at the earliest day it would be conve- 
ji nijent after the bill was printed. 


Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bills from the 
House, 

For the relief of John Roberts; and 

For the relief of William J. Roberts, and Wil- 
liam Detherage; 


! made unfavorable reports thereon; which were or- 


dered to be printed. 
Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Pa- 


; tents, to which was referred the bill for the relief of 
i John W. Faunce and Oliver Perrin, reported the 


same without amendment. 
Mr. PIERCE, from the committee on Pensions, 


| to which was referred the bills from the House 


For the relief of Ann Bloomfield; and 

For the relief of Michael Seitzinger; 
made unfavorable reports thereon, which were or- 
dered to be pristed. i 

The bill making provisions for the payment of 
pensions to the executors and administrators of de- 
ceased pensioners in certain cases, was read a third 
time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Philip Barbour, deceased, was read a third time, 
and passed—ayes 24, noes 20. 

The bill for the relief of General Duncan L. 
Clinch was taken up as in commiltee of the whole, 
and the question being on the amendment pro- 
posed by the Committee on Claims, it was agreed 
to—ayes 21, noes 17; and the bill was then or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. ROANE moved that there be printed for the 
use of the Senate, ten thousand extra copies of the 


|; report made by the Committee on the Militia on 
i- Thursday last; which, at the suggestion of Mr. 


NorvELL, he modified so as to make it twenty 


theusand. 


On this motion a long and animated debate took 


| place, in which Messrs. ROANE, CLAY. of Ala- 
| bama 
| WALKER, participated; when its fusther conside- 


PRESTON, WEBSTER, KING, and 


ration was postponed until Wednesday. 
Mr. PRESTON then moved that the letter of 
Mr. Poinsett, containing his projet for organizing 


suggestion of Mr. Waker, was modified by in- 
cluding the letter of Mr. Poinsett to the chairman 
of the Committee on the Militia. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then proposed to amend 
by including the reports made by Gen. Harrison, 
on the same subject, while he was chairman of the 
Committee on the Militia, in the year 1817, 1818, 


i and 1819. 


This was opposed, asan amendment, by Messrs. 


' WEBSTER and PRESTON, but Mr. Cray in- 
| sisting on it, and asking the yeas and nays, Mr. 
|, Wezster withdrew his opposition. 


The amendment was then agreed to, and the 
resolution, as amended, adopted. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Mownpay, June 8, 1840. 
This being the day set apart by the rules for the 
reception of petitions, - 
Mr. J. W. JONES moved that the rules be suse 
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Continned from No. 28. ; 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. TURNEY, from the Commitee on the Judi- 
ciary, asked leave to make a report to the House 


from that committee, with a view of having the 


same printed; bat it was objected to. 


The question was then taken on the motion to | 


nd the rules, and agreed to without a count. 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY B 
~ The House then resolved itself into a Co\amitte 
of the Whole on the state of the Union (Mr: 
in the chair) aod resumed the consideration 
Independent Treasury bill. 


sus 


Mr. RAMSEY of Pennsylvania resumed his © 


remarks in favor of the bill. In commenting on 
the principle and object of the bill, he said its ob- 
ject was one which emphatically and expressly 
provided for the safety of the revenues of the Go- 
vernment, in contradistinction of the p'an of the 
Whig party to commit the revenues to the State 


t 
L 
| 


banks, or to a United States Bank, to be made | 
use of by those institutions to speculate upon, and | 


to increase their dividends; and thus compel the 
Government to run the risk of the good or bad spe- 
culations of those institutions. He argued that 
such a state of things wouid not only be wrong in 
principle, but would be hazardous to the best inte- 
yestsof the nation. The revenues, he said, were 
not collected from the pockets of the people, the 
poor as well as the rich, to carry on the trade and 
commerce of the country, or to be deposited with 
privileged institutions to be loaned eut by them to 


their favorites, but for the exclusive use and sup- | 


port of the Government. He denied that this 
bill would affect commerce, or materially affect 
banking, or labor; and if it bad any effect at all upon 
labor, it would have a beneficial effect; it would 
enhance, and not diminish its value, as the oppo- 
nents of the bill had endeavored to make it ap- 
pear, by their own assertion, and by misconstruing 
the remarks of some of the friends of the bill. 
He denied that commerce could be injuriously af- 
fected by it. That the bill may, and would, to the 
extent of its influence, check the gambling and ru- 
jnous contractions and expansions of the currency 
he did not deny; an! that it might to that extent be 
beneficial to commerce. Mr. R. then went inte a 
history of the cause of the present depression of 
the business in the country; and showed that it was 


attributable te the immense and sudden contraction | 
of the currency by the banking institutions, either | 


‘to aid the cause of speculation, or to accom- 
plish some great political end. He showed by sta- 
tistical tables, that these institutions had within a 
short time up to the preseat period reduced the cir- 
culation from one hundred and thirty to one hun- 


dred and six millions; and had thereby overwhelm- | 


ed every interest in the nation in one common 
ruin. He proved that the banks were the cause of 
all the wild speculations in town lots, and in fo- 
reign merchandise; and adverted to the efforts 
making by the Whig party to throw the responsi- 
bility of all the ruin caused by these institutions, 
and from their swindling operations, upon the pre- 
sent Administration. The country had experienced 
depressions in business to a greater extent than at 
the present time, by the operations of the banks. 
The history of the United States presented one 
series of contractions and expansions of the cur- 
rency and business. 


In speaking of the benefits of a specie currency, | 
Mr. R. quoted the language of Washington against || 


paper emissions as a representative for specie, in 
which he pointed out the ruin that would be the 
inevitable consequence of such emissions, and said 
“that it was by the substance, and not by the 
shadow of things, that the people and the country 
were benefited.” Mr, R. then wentinto a history 


of the banking operations, and the state of the | 


currency and business, for a 
the existence of the Bank of the United States, and 
previous. He showed the effect of eXpansians 
and contraction of the currency upon his own 


series of years during 


| 


| 


| 


, realized from its sale. 
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State, in the year 1814. Tne couniry knew of no || b s 
distress at the present time in comparison to that || lified disapprobation, ete. After commenting upon 


which prevailed at thattime. The banks went on 
four years, until the people were ground into the 
dust by their conduct. In 1816, the Bank of the 
United States was rechartered to regulate and con. 
trol these institutions. In consequence, additional 
evil was thrown upon the country to create addi- 
tional distress. He read a report of the Legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania, soon after the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania chartered a bank of elever mil- 


lions, in which it spoke of the distress of the times | 


as ruinous in the extreme. 
complaint, that even the honest farmers felt the ef- 
fect of it. The report said the distress was gene- 


So universal was the . 


ral—that there was a deterioration of landed pro- - 


perty, and ruin of the manufactures and commerce 
of the country. Produce met ruineus reduction; 
teal property was daily sacrificed. Property was 
sold so low that the fees of law officers were not 
The like consequences 
were produced in 1820 and ’24, when the Bank of 
the United States was in full operation. To show 
the effect of a contraction and expansion of the 
currency, Mr. R. adverted to the price of land in 
Pennsylvania at different periods. In 1809, land 
sold at from thirty to forty dollars per acre; and 
in 1815, by the expansion of the currency, it sold 
for one hundred dollars; but in 1819, in conse- 
' quence of a contraction, the same lands sold for 
i: only twenty dollars per acre. In the county of 
|! Lancaster, in 1809, land sold for from seventy-five 
to one hundred, and, by an expansion, it sold in 
1815 for three hundred dollars per acre. The 
same land, in 1819, by a contraction of the cur- 
rency, sold at from sixty to seventy dollars per acre. 
In the county of Cumberland, where he resided, 
in 1809 land sold for $40 per acre, and in 1815 it 
sold for $200; and in three years afterwards the 
same land sold far but $25 per acre. ‘What was 
the consequence? Almost every man in every 
county failed and was sold out. The speculators 
reapeda harvest on the misery and rain of the 
honest farmer and land holder. But that was a 
part of the system of the banks to fluctuate prices 
for the benefit of the actual money holder and spe- 
culator. Mr. R. did. not think that the Inde- 
pended Treasury bill coald regulate all these 
things to the extent it couid be wished; bat so far 


it. It would restrain the excessive issue of banks 


value. The merchant, after the plan shall be fully 
in operation, instead of importing on the credit of the 
Government, will have to pay cash duties, and thus 
prevent the agents of British manufacturers in this 


facturer. Mr. R. then showed the deleterious ef- 
fect the banking operation has on the laborer, by 
deranging the relative proportions between the 
price of labor and the product of labor; and how 
far the Independent Treasury bill would benefit the 
laboring man, by keeping the price of his labor 
uniform, and by securing to him regular employ- 
ment. He examined the question in all its diffe- 
rent aspects. A full report will be given hereafter. 

Mr. STRONG said that before he proceeded to 


make any remarks on the general merits of the bill, į 


he would advert to the resolutions passed by the 
Legislature of his State, (New York,) on the sub- 


as it goes to regulate, he would go for and sustain | 


ject. He, and the party to which he belonged, con- | 


ceded the right of instruction to the fullest extent, 
and held that when a representative could not con- 
Scientiously obey his instructions, it was his duty 
to resign. 


Mr. S. then went on to show that the resolutions in 
question were neither in the form of instructions, 
advice, or request, and yet they possessed some- 


thiag of each. They did not profess to instract : 


any one, and yet they intimated that if any Sena- 
tor or Representative from that State supported the 


country, who overimported, from doing so to the in- | 
jury of the honest American importer and manu- i 


But such instructions should always be ‘| 


definite, and not Jeave any thing to be implied. | 
ʻi when General Harrison became a candidate for 


~ of State banks, 
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bill, his conduct would meet with the most unqua- 


other’ poinis in the resolution, Mr. S. said he had 


: been elected by his constituents with express refe- 


rence to this bill, and instructed to vote for it; and 
he should do so in spite of the threats thus thrown 
out. He denied the authority of the Legislature to 
cali him to account for his official conduct, as he 
was responsible to his constituents, and them 
alone. | i Sr 

Mr. 8. then went intoa general defence of the 
bill, Showing that the cry of “ore currency for the 
Government and another for the people,” and a 
great many other similar objections, were as un- 
founded as they were ridiculous. 

Mf. MARCHAND then took the floor and said, 

None will deny that the management of the 
fiscal concerns is one of the most important branches 


: of aGovernment; it gives the impulse which car- 
, Ties on each department in the performance of its 


proper duties. According to the desires that actu- 
ate mankind with regard to the acquisition of 


i wealth; if you check that source, the various de- 


|| partments of Government will cease; Executive ac- 


tion will be stilled; Legislatures will cease to legis- 
late; ihe Judiciary will no longer be heard in pro 


` nouncing judgment between man and mah; navies 


: will rot, and armies be disbanded. Sach, sir, are 
` the important results that depend upon a faithful 
: administration of that branch of Government. 
‘Surely, then, it becomes a paramount duty in the 
: ralers to consign that vital portion of a nation’s 


welfare into faithful andhonest hands; to see that 


_ the public revenue be placed in such safe deposi- 
| tory that it may at all limes be had when called 


upon, in the mode prescribed by the Const:tution of 
the country. Suppose we were now organizing 
our Government, and all its departments had been 
completed, except so far as relates to the adminis- 
tration of its fiscal conceras—would the idea be 
entertained for a moment that that remain- 
ing branch should be entrusted to individu- 
als unknown to the Constitution—to men 
who are strangers to the people for whose 
benefit that Government is’ formed—to men 
whom they had nought to do in designating as 
their agents—and men, too, who are as wholly 
irresponsible to the people, for whose benefit they 
hold the fund, as are the winds that whistle around 
them? The only true mode of retaining faithful 


_ officers, is by holding them to a strict actountabili- 


to a certain extent, and hold them in check, and ty. This is a principle none will deny as be- 


thus cause something ¿like a regular standard of : 


ing not only beneficial, but absolutely necessary 
to the welfare of a free people. Yet such is the 


' measure advocated by the opponents to this bill. 


| The principle of strict accountability must be 


abandoned, and the revenues of the Government 
thrown into the hands ‘of ‘stockholders in banking 
institutions—of men irréspensible, uncontrolled, un- 
punishable. I say, itis the measure advocated by 


` the opponents to this bill. Although none, or bat 


President of 


few of them, have in so many words thus far in 
this debate proposed the retaming of banks as the 
depositories of Government money—yet all their 


; arguments lean in favor of such a measure, and 


from those arguments I deduce the conclusion that 
their affections have a strong tendency to that 
quarter. I am strengthened in this opinion when 


' l recollect a resolution at an early period of the 


present session in favor of the establishment of a 
National Bank, with a capital of seventy millions 
of dollars, to aid the Government in its fiscal con- 
cerns, Offered by a distinguished Representative 
from Kentucky (Mr. Pore.] Since the time the 
the United States recommended 
‘to Congress the enactment of a law providing 
for the more secure keeping of the public moneys, 
and until the time of the Harrisburg Convention, 


_ the Presidency, either a National Bank or a league 


: ally secured. 
| the burden of the strain that fell fro 


was the measure proposed as the 
neys could be effectu- 
mination it was 


m the jips of 


only one by which public mo 
Previous to the no 


450 


the Opposition orators at all their public meetings; 
the presses, ranked as opponents of this bill, des- 
oaned most eloquently on the beauties of the 
banking system, &s being the safest depositories of 
ihe Government revenue. As soon, however, as 
‘that nomination was made, aad the fiat of party 
went forth “that there should be no declaration of 
principles to meet the public eye,” “a change came 
o'er the spirit of their dream”—the orators strains 
were stilled, and.the press no longer touched the 
forbidden subject. All was hushed, as though the 
beings who conceived the ideas had ceased to ex- 
ist. A strange spectacle since then has been pre- 
_pented to the people of this Union—that of a party 
arrayed in hostility against an Administration, 
vowing the most determined hatred against its 
leading measure—without, at the same time, as 
has been invariably practised by political parties, 
proclaiming one single principie upon which 

y rest the justice of the cause they 
advecate—they fling no banner abroid to the 
breeze, by which they may be ‘recognised. 
Let a stranger come among us, and ask 
what is the great question about which the 
people of the United States are disputing. For 


answer—place in his hands a Democratic journal, | 
and he will at once say, the bill now under consi- ; 
Place in | 
his hands an Opposition journal, and he will be as | 
like to arrive at the conclusion, that the Treasury |: 
they are in favor of is “a log cabin,” with “hard ci- | 
der and coon skins,” as any thing else. This same | 


deration is the Treasury they advocate. 


“mysterious silence” yet hangs over them. They 

never yet have 

banking institutions—it was the last word they ut- 

tered on the subject. Am I, then, not fairly justi- 
- fied in taking them at their word? 


The Government havipg given the banks a fair | 


trial as depositories of the revenue, they proved 
themselves unworthy the trust, by twice suspend- 
ing specie payments, in times of peace to our coun- 
try, and general prosperity to our citizens, except 
those who, by a great avidity to acquire much 
wealth in a little time, went beyond their depth, 
and by improvident speculations brought ruin upon 
themselves and all who were intimately connected 
with them in business. That trial having, as the 
friends of this bill believe, proved a failure—and 
that position being denied by the Opposition, Í shall 
confine myself to reasons why I believe the Admi- 
nistration is fully justifizd in abandoning banks, as 
the fiscal agents of the Government. 

We have derived our notions of government 
pretty much from England.. It is from that coun- 
try we have taken the example of issuing charters 
of incorporation—indeed, many charters, now in 
force in the United Sia‘es, were granted from the 
-British Crown previousto the American Revolution. 
If I was a member of the British Parliament, and 
a question should arise whether to pass ap act of 
incorporation ar not, its object and provisions 
wonld have to be odious indeed, if I would vote in 
the pegative—but, standing on the floor of the 
American, Congress, ils provisions and object must 
he good indeed, if I would vote in favor of it. In 
England the Crown is the source of all power—and 
every charter of incorporation, granted in that 
country, takes away so much power from the 
Crown, where too much is already lodged,and con- 
fers it upon as many individuals as the corporation 
is composed of—thus forming little bands better 
able to resist aggressions on the part of the Crown. 
‘Tn the United States the people is the source of all 
power. Every grant of a charter of incorporation 
in this country, takes away from the people to that 
‘extent the powers they retained to themselves by 
the Constitution. And just as far as the charter 
confers privileges, so far are the corporators ele- 
vated above the rest of their fellow-citizens. 

The danger is not small that .s to be anpre- 
hended even from those institutions, which are not, 
like the banks, possessed of money, the great lever 
which sways the human passions to and fro wiin 
the most irresistible impuise. Instances are not 
wanting in history of corporations having been 
ysed as an engine by monarchs to resist aggressions 
on the part of some aspiring subject. So potent 

became his vassals under the operations of the feu- 
dal system, that Lewis the Gross of France, as a 


- 


disavowed their preference for | 
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means of counteracting that potency, and restrain- 
ing their overweening insolence wes compelled to 
form the inhabitanis of towns into bodies politic, 
to be governed by a magistracy of their own nomi- 
nation. So effectual was the curb to the increasing 
power of the nobility, that the same practice was 
adopted in Germany, Spain, England, and other 
feudal kingdoms; hence, too, arose the origin of 
incorporating cities and towns: you will not under- 
stand me that those charters were at that early period 
willingly granted; it was not done until it became 
absolutely necessary to answer some great political 
end. Monarchs have been, in all ages (since the cus- 
tom had its origin) jealous of introducing corporate 
privileges into their systems of Government. One 
instance occurred about 1,700 years ago, in the 
origin of Trajan, one of the Roman emperors; it 
isso very characteristic of out modern corpora- 
tions that I shall give you the correspondence 
which took place between him and the younger 


Pliny, who was the Governor of the province in |! 
_ gation of contracts,” and has now sprung into a 


which Nicomedia was situated. 
Leiter of Pliny to Trajan. 

“ While I was making a progress ina different part of the 
province, a most destructive fire broke out at Nicomedea, 
which not only consumed several private houses, but also two 
public buildings; the town-house and the temple of Isis, though 
they stood on contrary sides of the street. The occasion of its 
spreading, was partly ewing to the violence of the wind, and 
partly to the indolence of the peopte, who, it appears, stood 
fixed and idle spectators of this terrible calamity. Tie truth 
is, the city was not furnished with either engines, buckets, or 
any single instrument proper to extinguish fires; whica I now, 
however, have given directions to be provided. You will con- 
sider, sir, whether it may not be advisable to form a company 
of firemen, consisting only of one hundred an: fifty members. 


they based their decisions. Now, sir, take up the 
English books of reports from whence those prece- 
dents were derived ; trace back the cases, the 


one before the other, and you will find 
the common law on that su bject to have 
heen moulded in the earlier periods cf 


English history when the peovle first commenced 
their struggles 10 be released from the iron 
grasp with which they were held by the Crown, 
The wise and good judges in thatcountry knew 
how important an acqoisition it was to the liber- 
ties of the citizen—they knew the importance of 
maintaining strictly to the corporators, the privileges 
granted them—they, too, were wel! aware, that so 
much power of mischief in the Crown was neutral- 
ized, and accordingly established the common iaw as 
far as it isin force in this country. From this 
early and peculiar period, arose the notion of the 
inviolability of a charter, which has been ingrafted 
on that clause in our Constitution, which prevents 
States from passing any law ‘impairing the obli- 


flourishing branch, overshadowing the length and 
breadth of our Jand; and almost as baleful in 
its effects upon our fair institntions as is Java's 
poisonous Upas tree to vegetation within its influ- 
ence. The judges of England then, and up till the 
reign of William IIl, held their offices during 
royal pleasure, and not, as now, so long as they be- 
haved themsetves well. They then would not 
have dared to have given as the reason of their 


. deaision, that it was to restrain the power of the 


I will take care none but those of that business shall be ad- > 


mitted into it; and that the privileges granied them shall not ke 
extended to any other purpose. As this corporate hody will 
be restricted fo so smal] a number of members, it will be easy 
to keep them under proper regulation.” 


Trajanto Pliny. 

“You are of opinion it would be proper to establish a com- 
pany of firemen in Nicomedia, agreeably to what has been 
practised in several other cities. Bul it isto be remembered that 
societies of this sort have greatly disturbed the peace of the pro- 
vince in general, and of those cities in particular. Whatever 
name we give them, and for whatever purpose they may be in- 
stituted, they will not farl to form themselves into factious as- 
semblies, however short their meetings may be. It will there- 
fore be safer to provide such machines as are of service in ex- 
tinguishing fires, enjoining the owners of honses to assist in 
preventing the mischief from spreading; and, ifit should be ne- 
cessary, to call in the aid ofthe populace.” 


- Such was the opinion entertained by the mo- 
narch of Rome, the then mistress of the world; he 
was nnwilling to confer corporate powers on one 
hundred and fifty men to put out fires; he well 
knew from past experience, that such a society 
was the hotbed from which much m schief would 
spring. If then, sir, emperors, who commanded 
mighiy armies, kings who claimed to rule in divine 
right, were afraid to encourage such insiitutions, 
may not the citizens of our free Republic be 
permitted to entertain some jealousy lest it should 
take away from that liberty which was left them 
by their fathers with the solemn injunction that it 
should be transmitted untrammelled to their poster- 
ity? Surely, sir, they will be permitted to protest 
against their ralers doing an act which will so 
greatly enhance the powers of corporations to 
-work mischief, as will the project of permitting 
them tò use the immense revenues of ‘the United 
States, and placing it under their centrol. 

I will now advert to a point which has gone as 
far towards sustaining banking institutions as al- 
most any other action in relation to them. I allude to 
the decisions that have been made in the courts 
of justice, that the act creating private corpora- 
tions (in which banking institations are included) 
cannot be repealed; that as soon as the act has 
passed through the Legislature in the forms pre- 
-scribed by the Constitution—that moment it is be- 
yond the reach of the law, above legislative con- 
trol, and this, too, whether its operations be for 
weal or for wee; whether beneficial or prejudicial 
to the community in which it is located. 

The judges of the United States courts in de- 
ciding questions relative to corporations when they 
were not controlled by the Constitution and laws 
of the United Sta‘es, or the Constitution and laws 
of the State where the casé arose, had resort to 
the common law decisions made on the same 
points, Disputed questions in such cases having 
arisen not many years after the adoption of our 
Constitution, the judges had recourse to the cases 


adjudicated in England, upon which precedents : 


i shall be bound to undergo sts inflictions. 


Crown. They well knew, the moment they would 
have pronounced the words, the :enure of their 
offices would have ceased, and their persons have 
been visited with other tokens of royal displeasure. 
Such are the inferences [ have drawn, on that sub- 
ject, fom the judicial history of England, I like 
it not that courts of justice in this country should 
base their judgments on English common law 
principles, in cases where the charters emanate from 
a source so entirely d:fferent from ours. That de- 
cisions made in one country with an eye to con- 
fer liberty on the peopte, should be held as 
a precedent in cases in another country, 
where that same decision would take their liberty 


‘from them, is to me rather inconsistent with 


the usual course of reasoning. I know that 
uniformity of decision in the administration of jut- 
tice, is much to be desired in every well regulated 
Government, as being the land mark by which the 


| property and the rights of the citizen are known. 
property g 


A jadge is sworn to maintain and expound the old 
law, and has no more right to abandon a good pre- 
cedent than a juror has to cut Joose from law and 
evidence, and find as his passions or his prejudices 


| may dircet him. A legislator is not bound by pre- 


cedents in his actions, and much less need here- 
regard them when it is is known that, up to 1835, 
there was one thousand overruled or revoked deci- 
sions in the American and English books of reporis, 

The idea of banking institutions being beyond 
the control of legis!ation, is contrary to the spirit 
of improvement now going on in the science of 
Government. .We have no right to do any act, or 
pass any law, that posterity will, willing or unwil- 
ling, be bound to maintain. To my mind itis a 
preposterous idea that we, for a valuable conside- 
ration nuw paid us, may pass a law that will ope- 
rate most injuriously, be in full force some seventy 
years hence, and, under the pretence that it is a sa- 
cred charter, a vested right, our innocent posterity 
It is not 
justice. Had the notion always prevailed that the 
acts of the ancestor were binding on the descend- 
ants, this country might now be a British pro- 
vince, and ourselves deriving our notions of Go- 
vernment from the monkish superstitions of the 
middle ages. co 

If a number of individuals were to assemble to- 
gether and do certain acts which by express provi- | 
sion in the Constitution is directed to be performed 


. by Congress, would it not be regarded as a trea- 


sonable assemblage? Would not the whole land 


_ rise up in arms and overthrow the usurpers? It is 


a power near akin to this that banking institutions 


- take upon themselves, and the proposition of leav- 


l 


ing the public money in the vaults of banks is aid- 


. ing this species of unconstitutional legislation; is 


throwing the very sinews of ae IE yay ae ot Gore amen waar e o hav eck made GUT Mc under || 
the control of bank directors. The Constitution 
having given to Congress the power “to coin mo- 
ney, regulate the value. thereof,” the inference is 
reasonable that that body, and that alone, should 
have the control! of the circulating medium. The 
history of the world proves that mankind is go- 
verned by money. When the Government money 
is in banks, it is under the contro! of the directors; 
these persons with such privileges conferred upon 
them by legislative enactments as place them 
beyoad punishment and responsibility, legis- 
late npon the whole currency of the coun- 
try. At one period the land is flooded 
with a vast amount of notes; in a little 
time after, those, notes are called into bank, 
causing the prices of houses, of lands, and of mer- 
chandise, te rise and fai! with the alternate expan- 
sions and contractions thus brought about by the 
uncontrolled decree of twelve bank directors. Is 
not this legislating in the fullest sense.of the word 
—swaying with the most unbounded freedom the 
whole currency, publié and private, of more than 
sixteen millions of people—the prices of all the pro- 
perty ia this wide spread Republic at the mercy of 
twelve bank directors? Is not this power? We 
all know the mature consideration that is given by 
each branch of the Government concerned in legis- 
lation, to any measure ere it is permitied ta find a 
place on our statute book. It a law should be 
passed causing as frequent and excessive expan- 
sions and contractions as have these corporate des- 
potisms, banks, although it would have received 
the sanction of three different branches of the Go- 
vernment, each branch representing every soul ia 
the Union, and each, branch too, either mediately 
or immediately, chosen by the people themselves— 
if such a law should be passed, the actors in the 
scene would, through the medium of the ballot 
boxes, be hurled from their seats, and followed by 
the deep, bitter, lasting execrations of an outraged 
community. Are we right in entrusting the public 
money with banks; thus: tacitly giving our sanction 
to this illegitimate species of legislation; thus in- 
fusing the strengthening power intoa moneyed des- 
potism, to harass and oppress the people? If such 
institutions be not a moneyed aristocracy, and that, 
too, in the fullest sense of the word ‘exercising an 
absolute power over a national currency,” it is 
impossible for human ingenuity to imagine what 
is one. Whilst the banks thus usurp to themselves 
one of the attributes of sovereignty, (for such I 
hod the regulation of currency to be,) the very 
exercise of that power clogs the action of the Go- 
vernment im the performance of its constitutional 
daties. . I allude to that clause which gives to Con- 
gress the power “to lay and collect taxes.” Banks, 
by increasing or decreasing the amount of paper 
circulation, would render it imposzible, if it should 
become necessary for the Government to make a 
correct estimate of the amount of money that may 
bs wanted; say for equipping an army, increasing 
the navy, or the erection of Jight-houses and for- 
tifications. The estimates may be made at 
a period when the paper money is in cir- 
culation in profusion; this apparent prosperity may 
induce the Government to lay taxes to a large 
amount, to meet the proposed expenditure. In the 
mean. time, the banks may think they have been 
too liberal in their discounts of paper—may think 
a spéculation could be made on cotton, tobacco, 
and grain, for the benefit of the stockholders, by 
contracting when they purchase, and expanding 
when they sell. From these, or any other reasons 
that may influence the bank directors, a great scar- 
city of the circulating medium will be produced, 
and much distress inflicted on the people. Where, 
then, is the money to be got by the poor citizen, to 
enable him to pay his quota of taxes, assessed upon 
him in times of profusion? Or suppose the amount 
of at-essment was paid into the Treasury, and the 
expenditure was made when the paper money was 
contracted in its circulation? The effect would be, 
the whole amount of the estimate would not be re- 
quired, and a surplus revenue would be left in the 
public Treasury, the bare. idea of which inspires 
the Opponents of this bill with a kind of holy hor- 
ror, uriless that surplus be -placed -in the bankers? 
hands. Change the circumstances. Suppose the 
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estimates to have been made, and the money aid | 
into the Treasury of the United States, when there 
was a contraction of the currency, and you will 
find its effects equally as prejudicial. The esti- 
mates are made iu a period of contraction; but be- 
fore the work is commenced, the paper circulation 
is increased by the banks. "By this process, the 
value of the amount in the Treasury is lowered, 
and. the Government cannot perform what it 
could have done, had the currency remained sta- 
tionary. 

Stockholders in banking institutions derive a 
profit of from three to five per cent. more than 
could an individual on the same amount of capital, 
without subjecting himself to the punishment of 
usury in those States where such statutes are in 
force. This per cent. is distributed among bank- 
ers after the payment of their banking houses, their 
officers, and all contingent expenses. The friends 
ot banks will tell you, the aid they are furnishing 
the community, in the transaction of its business, 
will more than counterbalance the advantages they 
derive from such investments. These honeyed 
“words are but the guides that have led us into the 
bankers’ snares. They sound sweetly to the ear, 
and lull us iuto a dangerous lethargy. We should 


suppose their capital was an investment profitable |! 


enough, without adding unto them another source 
from whence their usury would beso much in- 
creased, as in the use of the revenues of the United 
States Government. 

A report was made by the Secretary of the 
Treasury i in February, 1839, to Congress, in which 
is to be found a beautiful illustration of the perfec- 
tion to which the science of banking has arrived, in 
profiting the banker, and injuring the community. 
It is an aggregate of investments supposed to yield 
income to banks above the amount of capital paid 


in, viz: 
In 1833 - - - - $142,800,387 
1834 - - - =- 158,906,467 
1835 - - - - 241,409,708 
1836 - = - - 276,238,804 
1837 - - - - 244,123,541 


The above exhibits the amounts of investments 
upon which the banks have been receiving interest 
for five years, without having one dollar more at 
risk than the expense of manufacturing their pa- 
per, because in this statement is not. included in- 
vestments equal to, and which go to balance the 
capital paid in. Take, for instance, the year 1836, 
and the amount of interest at 6 per cent. for that 
year alone, would be $16,574,328, and you have 
an idea of the rich crops that are reaped by the 
bankers, without any seed having been sown. That 
comparatively small amount of capital is the weak 
base upon which this immense banking superstruc- 
ture is erected; and shall we be mad enough to put 
forth our hands, and assist in increasing the dimen- 
sions of this edifice of Machiavelian conception, 
hatched in the prolific brain of a John Law, or 
some of his descendants, that wil}, unless a timely 
check be placed upon it, crumble, fall, and crush 
us in its ruins? ‘ 

In the last ten years the average loans and dis- 
counts in banking institutions in the United States 
have been annually $370,000,000. The average 
annual circulation, during the same period, has 
been $105,254,894. When weconsider the va- 
rious rates of interest allowed in the different 
States of the Unien, the stocks, real estate, and 
other investments, from which the banks derive in- 
terest, the gain on exchange, the destruction of 
notes whilst in the hands of individuals, their bro- 
kerage on the sale of stocks—I say when we con- 
sider al} these facts, it would not be an unfair esti- 
mate to say the banks receive about eight per cent. 
of interest on their discounts, and six per cent. on 
their circulation. Take that per cent. as'the ratio 
and you will find the banking institutions in the 
United States have, from 1830 till 1840, derived a 
Gross PROFIT from the people of this country of 
$359,152,630.. During the same period the gress 
revenue of the General Government from lands and 
customs only amounted to 9285,000,000. Thus 
the people of the United States are : more: heavily 
burdened: by the banks than they are for..the sup- 
port of their army, their navy, their ‘civil ‘and di- 
plomatic expenses, in short, the whole payments 
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made by Government to any quatter whatever. 
If Congress was in ten years to lay a direct tax of 
three hundred and fifty millions of dollars, althopgh 
the power is expressly conferred on them in. the 
Constitution “to lay and collect taxes,” the whole 
people would arise in one mass in open . rebellion, 
and drive them, as oppressors, from these halls of 
legislation; yet bankers levy this tax off the people 
with impunity. Their operations in its collection 
are concealed, and, like the vampyre bats, they 
fan their victims with their wings whilst they suck 
away the life’s blood. 

We are told this bill confers too much patronage 
on the Executive. Why, sir, that patronage 
should not be mentioned in the same daylight with 
what is wielded by the banks—a league of nine 
hundied ccrporate despotisms, with a capital over 


four hundred million of dollars, with their army 


of debtors and dependants, arrayed against the Ad- 
ministration, with a hostility as bitter as that of the 
young Hannibal, when, at the altar, he swore eter- 
nal hatred against the Romans. When these 
things are considered, it requires no great penetra- 
tive mind to tell who ‘wields the greatest patronage. 
We have been placed here as guardians of the pub- 
lic interests, and must examine the question in all 
its bearings, and choose what we sincerely believe 
to be the correct course. Suppose we should be 
so unfortunate as to be cursed with a corrupt Ex- 
ecutive, filled with inordinate desires. for power; 
and the banks continue to be.the fiscal agents of 
the Government. The one branch thirsting for 
power, the other for wealth, would, for the attain- 
ment of their objects, leaugue together in..a cru- 
sade against the liberties of the people. It would be 
very questionable if moral and physical force 


|! enough would be left to burst the chains that would 


be thrown around us. 

There are about sixteen millions of souls in the 
United States who are equally interested in the pub- 
lic money, and are equally entitled to any benefits 
that may accrue from its use; then why are bank- 
ers entitled to the profits of that money. to the ex- 
clusion of the rest of the people of this country? 
Is it now to-be left in the custody of a few fortu- 
nate individuals who hold stock in banks, to 
reap its rich profits. The expenses of its keeping 
are far more than balanced.by the interest it yields, 
and if such places must be the depositories, let the 
profits and loss be divided amog all. : I putit to 
gentlemen to say if this be not more equal legisla- 
tion. 

From whence come the bankers profits? One 
thing is certain; they will not becontented with 
gains as visionary as the greater pertion of the ca- 

pital in which they deal; it must be something more 


eabeanilal: the genuine profits arise. from the pro- 


ducts of the farmer and the mechanic. It is labor 
which constitutes the true source of wealth to a 
country; every bushel of grain, every pound of cot- 
ton-and tobacco. raised in this country; every arti- ` 
‘cle manufactured here out of domestic materials, 
is adding so much to our national wealth, because 
we send not its equivalent. abroad. It is fair, 
honest, unbought [advantage to our country, : Itis 
from labor, then, the bankers’ profit i is raised. It 
-is.labor which, in the shape of interest, flows into 
the capitalists” hands. It is the earning of the in- 
dustrious mar they receive. It is permitting:the 
bankers to descend like reapers upon the rick har- 
vest, watered by the sweat of a hard werking peo- 
ple. And what meritorious act do the bankers per- 
torm in turn for these benefits? ‘Calm as a sum- 
mer’s morn,” with folded arms, they sit at ease. 
Theclaim of a war worn veteran of the Revolu- 
tion to apension, must be fully proved before Con- 
gress will allow its payment. The banker re- 
ceives his pension without proof of his services, 
with no other act than producing a purse sufficient~ 
ly long, (no matter whether that purse be bis 
neighbor's. or his own,).to enable him one day to 
pay the required amount of stock into bank, and 
probably the next’ draw it outin the shape ‘of a 
loan. This is a pension paid to a privileged 
class, it isa’ pension paid to idleness in the 
strictest sense of the word. When, as I have shown 
you, this pension, this fund thus earned, and thus 
distribated, has amounted in ‘the last ten years to 
the enormous sum of three hundred and fifiy-nine 
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miliions of 
is compelled te feck to his own honest tabor for sup- 
port, whe will resist the reformation of a system 
that leads to such ineredible inequality and injus- 
tics? 

The strugg'e going on in the United States be- 
tween the people and the banks, is of a cast similar 
to that which was carried on in Eng'and between 
the Government and ecclesiastical corporations. 
A great portion of the learning of the day was, in 
-the earlier periods of that country, confined to the 
tiergy. This gave them an unbounded influence 
arcand the throne, at the same time working upon 
the minds of the people, who were accustomed to 
icok up to them for advice, in temporal as well as 
epiritual affairs; they induced many, during their 
lives, to convey, and many by will to devise, their 
property to monastaries and other religious houses. 
The amount of property accumulated by these reli- 
gicas corporations was so vast, that they became 
ynjarious, if not dangerous, to the Government; so 
much so, as'o humble some of the British monarchs, 
and obtain an absolute control over others. In the 
reign of Henry IL. the struggle commenced to be 
released from these overgrown corporations, As 
fast ac the English Parliament passed one statute 
prohibiting individuals giving the'r property to sach 
institutions, by ingenioas constroction the statute 
would be evaded. Statute after statute was passed, 
and statute after statate was rendered nagatory— 
the desire to ho'd property sharpened the ingenuity, 
by which expedients were devised to evade the acts 
of Parliament; and in this, as Sir Edward Coke 
observed, ‘‘ were to be commended, that they ever 
had, of their counsel, the best learned men that 
they could get.” à 

How far the banking institutions of the United 
States bave profited by the example in retaining 
the most eminent counsel in their sni's, the cour’s 
of justice will tell. This struggle continued for 
centuries, before the Government succeeded in 
placing an effectual curb on religious corporations, 

. with regard to the accamulation of property. Now, 
sir, if ecclesiastical corporations were able to con- 
tend for so greai a length of time against the great 
power wielded by the British crown, and against a 
series of statutes, enacted by a body that holds 
itself “ to be omnipotent ’—rach statute, too, being 
a deadly spear inflicted in the body of the corpora- 
tions it was aimed at, what kind of astraggle 
are we to expect with corporate despotisms, whose 
whose soul is money—whose power is money— 
whose influence is money? Will we be justified by 
our constituents in adding to this power, by poor- 
ing the pabtic money into their hands? No; they 
will tell us the Government is cherishing a viper 
in its bosom, that will some day sting it home. 

There jz now in the United States banking capi- 
tal of a fraction over four hundred millions of dol- 
lars. This amount lays comparatively dead; what 
I mean by the expression is, that its benefits are 
confined to the bankers and the few who are fa- 
vored by them; it is not so universally diffused, that 
the laboring classes, able to give good and sufficient 
security, cao at all times have such access to it by 
inan as he could, if that amount of capital was in 
the hands of indivitua's. I look upon this great 
capital as being in the precise situation of the pro- 
perty formerly held by the religions corporations 
of Eogland, France, and Spain. It may be alleged 
this capital is ia circulation in loans to the trading 
community—true it is, and se were the monastic 
estates [eased to tenants; still they were considered 
by therr Governments as dead capital; they were 
not as well farmed as if they had been owned by 
individua's. It was considered the lead:ng mea- 
sure of the administration of Henry VIII, when 
he broke up those estates, so great was the benefit 
that resulted to Engiand by that measure. France 
imitated the example, and some authors contended 
that the rescue cf the property from the clergy, 
more than counterbalanced tne evils resulting from 
her sanguinary revolutionary struggle. Spain is 
now experiencing the benefis of a similar policy. 
I wish not to be understood as advocating a confis- 
cation of banking capita!. I urge these examples 
1o show the necessity we are under in the United 
States to restrict this great aod growing power. 

It is urged that this bill entrusts too large an 
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dollars, what man is there, task, that |! amount of money to the hands of individuals, that 


they may appropriate it to their own use. The 
thirst for wealth has led many an unfortunate 
being astray, who otherwise would have been an 
upright citizen. I would ask, however, if the 
revenue was in bank vaults, would it not still be 
under the control of individuats possessed of like 
passions and feelings; ay, under the control of men, 
who, however gross and flagitious may be their 
conduct in their cerporate capacity, are not per- 
sonally responsible to the laws? If an individual 
is entrusted with any public money, and em- 
bezzles partof it, you may sue out your process 
from the courts of justice; you may levy, and sell 
his goods, and so enforce payment to the extent of 
his uttermost farthing; nor is this all the remedy 
you have left. This bill brands hima felon, and 
consigns him to a felon’s punishment. Let the 
banks be the depositories of the public funds, and 
refuse to pay any portion out; and where is your 
remedy? Yon may sve them, and obtain a jadg- 


ment; here your remedy ends; the cashier will turn | 


the key of the vault, and your redress is gone. 
Even should you be assured the very same money, 
dollar for dollar, was in the vault that was depo- 
sited there as revenue; yet you cannot touch it by 


reason of the bulwarks thrown aronnd these cor- - 
porate despotisms by the laws of the land. An in- | 


dividual may be compelled to pay; a corporation 
cannot. 


off its funds and the deposites of Government? 


It is true individuals may abscond with || 
the public money; and may not bank officers carry | 


Have we never heard of such an event happen- | 


pening as a president, a cashier, an agent of a 
banking institution, fleeing with its funds to Cana- 


da, to Texas, or Europe, as fast as an unfortunate |: 
Israelite in olden time, with blood upon his ; 


head, escaping to his city of refuge. 

One of the evils resulting from Government 
making use of the banks as depositories of the 
public money, is, that for the purposes of gain, the 
bankers issue more of their notes in proportion to 
the amount of their specie, than they would have 
done, had they not been the fiscal agents of the Go- 
vernment—depending on those fands, the banks 
issue paper to an amount which, if resting on 
their own resources, would not only bring ruin on 
themselves, but all connected with them in. busi- 
ness. If the Government, in some sudden emer- 
gency, finds it necessary to make an appropriation 
of the whole amount of its revenues in the vaults, 
after a considerable sum had been for some time 
aceamulated there, a drain of the vaults would be 
the inevitable consequence, and instead of there 
being a due proportion of specie to the notes in cir- 
culation, there will be sach an excess of paper 
afloat, that the bank must break, or, to use the 
bankers’ modern phrase, must suspend specie pay- 
ments. This is not a mere fancy sketch-—unfortu- 
pately for the people of the United States, the po- 
sition hes been practically illustrated.- When the 
act of Congress was passed in July, 1836, d:rect- 
inga distribution of the surplas revenue in the 
banks to the different Siates by instalments, one 
was paid in the fall of that year; another was paid 
in the spring following, and that very same spring 
the banks suspended specie payments. hilst 
speaking on this point, I would advert to the 
charges so freqaently made, both here and else- 
where, against the Administration, as the cause of 
the Treasury now being empty. Was the Treasu- 
ry not fall umil this distribution of the twenty- 
eight millions of dollarstook place? None willde- 
py it. That, and the extension given by Congress 
of the time for the payment of the bonds given by 
the New York merchants, for duties to the amount 
of five millions of dcliars, was the cause of our 
exhausted Treasnry. Did not the same party, 
which now makes this as a charge against the Ad- 
ministration, vote for the enactment of the laws 
that caused this state of things? And where were 


loader comp!aints raised about an empty Treasury | 


than in the city of New York, where resided the 


men who were the most benefitted by the measure? - 


Can men with propriety charge an Administration 
with improper management, when they themselves 
are so deeply steeped in the same offence? 

The Jast suspension of 
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cie payments was |. 
_ brought about by the United States Bank of Penn- 


sylvania—it was the first to propose the measure, 
and the first that set the example. The State 
banks, although backed by the revenues of the Go- 
vernment, were unable to resist its power, and fol- 
lowed the example. If we profit by past expe- 
rience, we cannot permit them to remain as the 
depositories of the public money. It is neither 
sate nor honorable in our Government to permit 
the revenues to be in the custody of a league of 
banks, that areat the mercy of a corporate power 
of the same species, créated by a State Govern- 
ment. The use of banks that must retain or pay 
the public money, at the nod of a corporation 
brought into existence by only one out of this great 
confederacy of States, is virtually placing the Go- 
vernment funds under the contro! of any one of our 
leagued Commonwealths that may see proper to 
charter a bank with an unusually large capital. The 
reason of State banks running into such excesses, 
is said to be the want of a National Bank to re- 
strain them ih their issues. I cannot see the good 
that would result from that measure. If the Legis- 
latures of States are unable to restrain the creatures 
of their own creation, how can a National Bank do 
it for them? Should a National Bank be created 
for this purpose, the question would follow, what 
power would control it? for Congress could exer- 
cise no more restraint over a National Bank, than 
States could over theirs. 

Many petitions have been presented at the pre- 
sent session of Congress,praying that the duties upon 
imported articles shonld be increased so as to af- 
ford a protection to the productions of this country. 
I will exhibit a few statistical tables which go far 
to prove that the great source of relief lies in ano- 
ther quarter—that the different Commonwealths in 
the Union have a corrective power in their own 
hands—that petitions to the Legislatures of their 
States to place the banking institutions under pro- 
per restrictions, and remonstrating against their 
authorities negotiating their public loans from 
banks, will go as far in checking an excessive im- 
durtation of manufactured articles as will any legis- 
lating on the part of Congress as modifying the tariff 
laws. 

The statistics I shall exhibit in proof of my po- 
sition, to my mind conclusively proves the injary 
inflicted on the country by raising money from the 
banks in the shapeof loans on bonds and stocks, 
given on the eredit of the States. These bonds 
are plainly to be traced in their effects, from the 
time they swell the investments of banks in “stocks 
and other securities,” until the day they are re- 
turned to the United States in foreign goods. 

For five years previous to 1835 the aggregate 
amount of State loans was $40,002,769, being an 
average of $8,000,554 to each year. From 1835 
to 1838 (say 34 years) they increased to the 
amount of 4108,223,808, being an annual average 
$30,921,088. 

For thej purpose of showing that the, greater 
portion of the above State loans were taken by the 
banks, I will show by the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, that just in proportion as the Joans 
increased by the States, so was the increase of in- 
vestments made by banks in “stocks and other secu- 
rities,” in which are included the State loans— 
there being no specific return of that item of in- 
vestment, viz: 


In 1833. - : : - 47,836,742 
1834 - : . - 13,852,803 
1835 - : : - 21,684,545 
3836 - : : - 22,830,742 
1837 - ` - - 58,102,721 


The next inquiry that suggests itself is what 
kind of currency did the banks give the States 
when they accepted their bonds and certificates of 
loan. Was it in gold and silver? The paper mo- 
ney put into circulation immediately after the 
loaus were taken, clearly demonstrate that the ad- 
vancement to the States for their bonds, was com- 
posed of a paper currency, and that, too, of the 
worst kind. You will observe in what regular pro- 
portion the amounts of paper circu'ation increased 
with the investments of banks in ‘‘stocks,” viz: 


In 1833 r : : $94,839,570 
1834 : À : 103,692,495 
1835 - : : 140,301,038 


1836 - 

1837 - 116,138,910 
showing an increase from 1834 to 1836 cf paper 
issner tothe amount of near forty-six millions of 
do'lars; and what was the consequence? In 1837 
asn:pension of specie payments ensued, leaving 
@ fraction wanting of one hundred and fifty mil- 


z 149,185,890 Í! 


i 


lions of bank paper in the hands of the people. An | 


inflated, irredeemable paper currency flooded over 
the country is the first evil that results from the 
States borrowing money from the banks. We have 


` importing merchants. 


now traced the State bonds into the banks—what | 
then becomes of them, is the next point to be | 


ascertained. 
bonds are transferred to Europe, and sold in that 
country. T will, however, refer you to the words 
of an American agent in London for the sale 
of stocks, when he appealed to the British capi- 
talists to purchase these bonds: ‘The capital 


It is generally known that these | 


; 


borrowed by the United States,” says he, “is ` 


transferred by bills from the banker to the mer- 
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The foregoing statistical tables exhibit this state 
of facts. The States borrow the paper issues of 
the banks, and, in return, give bonds, for which 
the faith of the States is pledged. These bonds are 
transferred to Europe by the banks, and sold to 
the capitalists of that country. The procerds of 
that sale are returned into the UnitedjStatesin foreign 
goods on bills of exchange drawn in favor of the 
The evils are threefold that 
result from States taking loans from banks; and 
these loans being disposed of in the manner I have 
described. 1st. The country is flooded with an un- 
safe paper currency. 2d. It furnishes the facilities 
by which articles of foreign manufacture are im- 
ported into this country, to the injury of our work- 
ing community. And, 3d. The State bonds are 
left in the hands of European bankers, and the in- 
terest must annually be paid them in gold and sil- 
ver—furnishing a channel by which the precicus 
metals will be continually drained from the United 


_ States. Such are my premises. Am I not correct 


chant, and is taken to America, not in bullion, BUT ` 


IN BRITISH GOODs; every investment made, while it 
adds to the income of the capitalist (that is the 
British capitalist) swells the profits of the British 
manufacturer.” The declaration of this agent— 
the amount of importations of goods and specie 
daring the periods these loans were taken by the 
banks—to which I shall presently refer, and the 
history of the times, all show that the State loans 
have been transferred to Europe, and, by the 
means of bills uf exchange to the importing mer- 
chants, retarned into the United States in goods and 
manafactared articles. I will refer to the im- 


portations during this period, which, in my mind, ` 


fally establishes the position I have assumed, when 
taken in connection with the tables I have already 
exhibited. I shall first exhibit the neit amount 
of „specie imported into the United States after de- 
ducting the exports, viz: 


In 1833 : - $4,458,667 
1834 - : - 15,834,875 
1835 $ - 6,653,672 
1836 ž - 5 - 9,076,545 
1837 - : - 4,530,165 
18388 - i - 14,233,550 


When you compare the specie imports with the 
loans made by States, you will perceive at a single 
glance, how intimate is the connection between 
them—how hand in hand they progress in the work 
of mischief to the community. In 1834, when the 
States only took loans to the amount ef $8,000,554, 
the nett import of specie into the country was 
$15,834,875. In 1837, when the States took loans 
to the amount of $30,921,088, the net imports of 


fi 


in my conclasion—that interference on the part of 
State Legislatures in correcting the abuses of the 
banking system—aud no longer taking State loans 
from those institutions, will go as far in protecting 

„our own industry as will any action in Congress in 
modifying the tariff duties. 

The greatest evils inflicted on our community 
result from an excessive importation of goods and 
speculations in public lands. To no other cause 
can those evils be so justly attributed as to the 
banking institutions. The capital on which. the 
goods are imported and speculations are based, is 
farnished by the banks. As that capital is in- 
creased in loans, so increases the amount of sales 
of land and of imporis; the total of duties on im- 
ports and prices of lands increasing in the same 
proportion. This money, when the whole bill gces 

, into operation, must be paid into the United States 
Treasury in gold and silver. The specie clause 
in this bill wall operate as a check upon banks, cir- 
culating more than a safe proportion of notes to 
the amount of specie in their vaults; if they at any 
time, by an increase of facilities, cause a readier 
sale of lands, or an increased importation of 
goods, just to the extent of that increase will the 
receipts exceed the expenditures, and that surplus, 
by the requirements of this law, as I before ob- 


, Served, will have to lay in the Treasury in gold 


and silver. 


$ 
i 


specie was only $4,530,165. The loans havingin- ' 
creased nearly one-fourth, whilst the nett importof . 


specie decreased in nearly the same ratio until 1838, 
when it increased, by reason of the high premium 
paid for it daring the suspension of specie pay- 
ments. You will, by examination, observe the 
same proportional increase exists between the State 
loans and the value of imports retained in the United 


States for consumption, viz: 
In 1833 - - - $88,295,576 
1834 - - - 103,208,521 
1835 - - - 129,391,247 
1836 - - - 168,233,675 
-1837 - - - 119,134,255 
1838 - - 101,264,804 


Each year, as the loans taken by the States in- 
creased, so also was the increase of importation of 
foreign goods, running side by side until 1837, when 
there was a decrease of importations, caused by tne 
suspension of specie payments, which rendered the 
importers more cautious, and prevented the sales of 
bills of exchange. The featre of this importation 
that operates mos: injuriously, is cotton manufac- 
tures, woollens, and iron. Articles that are pro- 


duced and manufactured in this country, by this |’ 


process of banking, are brought into our markets 
to the injury of our industrious mechanics and en- 
terprising manufacturers. The value of those items 


are: 
In 1833 - : - $28,665,721 
1834 - E ` 26,059,067 
1835 - - z 34,356,994 
1836 - - ji 43,527,265 
1837 - - - 26,513,937 
1838 = z = 20,985,364 


} 
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The effects of this excess will soon 
make itself perceptible to the banks in the with- 
drawal of specie from their vaults. They will be 
compelled, in self-preservation, to suspend their 
profuse loans of money, and by this means cut off 
the source from whence this superabundance of 
gold and silver is accumulated in the Treasury. 
This bill, in that respect, will operate as some check 
upon banks flooding the country with their notes— 
it will assist in protecting the settler upon the pub- 
lic lands from the machinations of the heartless 
speculator—it will, in partially preventing the ex- 
cessive importations of foreign goods, throw a 


| stronger defence around the industrious mechanic 


and the enterprising manufacturer. Here I would 
answer the objection urged against the bill, that it 
will withdraw a large amount of specie from cir- 
culation. This amount will only be the excess of 
Teceipts over the expenditures. Unless the banks 
themselves, by an undue expansion, bring about a 
contrary state of things, the receipts and expenses 


; of Government will be probably about the same 
` after 1842, when the duties en imports will be at 
the lowest rates. 


J 


The honorable gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Cussina] has compared the Government to 
“a bruised and broken patient,” and recommended 
the calling in of “Doctor Harrison.” A few 
words in answer, and I shall have done. The prin- 
ciples on which this Administration base their pub- 
lic acts, are precisely the same that have actuated 
every Administration save two, from the days of 
Washington down to the present time. Point me, 


:- if you can, to a nation, ancient or modern, that has 


hastened with such unparalleled speed to prosperi- 


- ty as has the United States. Her citizens are hap- 


: py at home; her name is respected abroad; her com- | 


| 


en rte a eran 


| merce is spread over the world; her sails whiten | 


, every sea. Such are the results of ihe course now 
| pursued by the Administration. Say, then, would 
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it not be folly—maduess in the extreme, for us to 
abandon these well tried principles, and resort to 
“Dr. Harrison” and the Utopian schemes of our 
adversaries? 

The hour having arrived, the House took its 
usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, the House went again into 
Committee of the Whole, and 

Mr. MARCHAND resumed and concluded his 
remarks, which will appear as early as conve- 
nient. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then took the floor, and 
proceeded to speak of the bill in it financial and 
political character, and its character as a currency. 
He commenced with an attempt to prove that a 
National Bank would be the safer and more eco- 
nomical mode of disbursing the public money, 
and that the creation of such an institution by 
Congress would be constitutional. He also ar- 
gued, that Congress had the power to control the 


:, State banks as depositories, by issuing attachments 


` against them on the same principles as against in- 


dividuals, if they should prove in default to the Go- 
vernment, 
Without concluding, at 25 minutes before seven 


i: o'clock, he gave way te a motion that the commit- 
i| tee rise. 


The motion prevailed; the committee rose; and 

Mr. EVANS moved an adjournment. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and, 
being taken, were—yeas 38, nays 44. 

So the House refused to adjourn; but no quo- 
rum voted. ; ' 

Mr. DROMGOOLE put an inquiry to the Cra, 
the object of which was understood to be, whether 


: less than a quorum could change the hour of meet- 


ing to 10 o’clock. 

The SPEAKER answered in the negative. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD proposed that, by gene- 
ral consent, the House should go back into com- 
mittee. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. MONROE moved a call of the House. - 

Mr. ADAMS asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. STANLY moved an adjournment. 

_Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 
56, nays 38. 

So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tvurspay, June 9, 1840. 


. The CHAIR submitted a report from the Trea- 
sury Department, in relation to the report of Mr. 
Owen, on the Geology and Mineralogy of the Ter- 
ritory of Iowa; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Navy Department, trans- 
mitting the report of the board of officers, appoint- 
ed to witness an exhibition of Mighill Nutting’s 
patent cylinder firearms; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PHELPS submitted a resolution for chang- 
ing the hour of meeting of the Senate from 11 to 
12 o'clock. 

Mr. SEVIER would merely state, that, for his 
part, he would make no further opposition, if the 
Senate would propose to meet at 2 or 3 o'clock. 
From all appearances, the session would rot be 
terminated until some time in the fall, and it was 
of little consequence what was their hour of meet- 


-ing. 


Mr. LUMPKIN of Georgia said he hoped 
that the resolution would not be considered 
without a quorum ef the Senate being pre- 
sent. There was obviously no quorum now pre. 
sent. If the Senate thought proper to change 
the hour, he would no longer attempt to resist the 
will of that majority, who had, from time to time, 
resisted his efforts to bring the present session of 
Congress to a close at some reasonable day. He 
had upon this subject discharged bis duty. He 
felt that it was useless to make further efforts here. 
He would hereafter look to the people to correct 
the evils of unnecessarily extended sessions of 
Congress. When he left here, he should feel him- 
self at liberty to give the people the trath, the 
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whole truth, and nothing but the trath, in regard to 
the actings and doings of Congress. 
The resolution was then laid over until to-mor- 


row. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which had been referred a biil from the 
House, granting a pension tv Benjamin Mitchell, 
made an unfavorable report thereon; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the bills from the 
Howse, 

For the relief of James Deatley; and 

For the relief of David Mellen; 
made adverse reports thereon; which were ordered 
to be printed. 

The bill for the relief of Gen. Duncan L. Clinch 
was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, to whom had been re- 
ferred the bill to authorize registers and receivers to 
administer oaths required to be taken by pur- 
chasers of public land, which had been amended 
by the House, so as to make it a duty, reported in 
favor of concurring, which was agreed to, and the 
bill finally passed. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill for the discontinuance of the 

office of surveyor general in the several districts, 
so soon as the surveys therein can be completed, for 
abolishing land offices under certain circumstances, 
and for other purposes, which had been amended 
in the House, by striking out a clause conferring 
certain diseretionary powers on the Secretary of 
the Treasury, reported in favor of concurring in 
the amendment; which, after some remarks in op- 
position, by Messrs. SMITH of Indiana and 
YOUNG of Illinois, and by Messrs. CLAY of 


Alabama, WALKER, ROBINSON, and PREN- | 


TISS, was concurred in—yeas 24, nays 6; and the 
bill was finally passed. 

Mr. MERRICK gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask the Senate to take up the bill to incorpo- 
rate the banks of the District of Columbia. 

CLAIM OF FOLTON’S HEIRS. 

The report of the Committee on Claims adverse 
to the claim of Robert Fulton’s beirs being taken up, 

Mr. HUBBARD said, if the Senate were now 
ready to take a vote on the report of the commit- 


tee, he had no wish to consume the time of the body - 


at this late period of the session in further discussion, 
and would submit the case on the arguments con- 
tained in the report of the committee, and the reply 
of the Senator from Maryland (Mr. Merrick] to 
that report. If, however, it was intended to dis- 
cuss this matter further, he felt it his duty to sub- 
mit some remarks in reply to the Senator’s objec- 
tions to the report. 

Mr. PHELPS having intimated his wish to make 
some remarks on the subject, 

Mr. HUBBARD addressed the Senate at great 
lengih in opposition to the claim, taking up each 
iem in detail, and investigating its merits, and con- 
cluded by stating his belief that instead of being a 
d-btor, the Government was the creditor of the 
estaie of Mr. Fulton. 

Mr. PHELPS then intimating his wish to make 
some remarks in reply, moved that the furtaer 
consideration of the subject be postponed until to- 
morrow; which was agreed to. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The bill for the relief of Dennis Quinlivan; 

The bill to regulate enlistments into the navy 
and army, and 

The bill authorizing the States to tax any lands 
within their limits sold by the United States; 
were considered as in committee of the whole, and 
ordered to be engrossed. - 

The bill for the relief of Charles A. Dodd was 
taken up, and after being debated by Messrs. 
WILLIAMS, YOUNG, LINN, KING, and 

SEVIER, a motion was made for its indefinite 
postponement; pending which, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Toxspay, June 9, 1840. 
The SPEAKER announced that the business 
first in order, was the motion of the gentleman 
from New Jersey, [Mr. Ranpoppn,] to recommit 


aa ee ar nen rn ne ae nn nN Ř—ĖÁ 


to the Committee on Commerce the Dill reported 
from that committee by the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland, {Mr. HILLEN,] proposing the repeal of the 
law of the law of 1837, regulating pilots. 


consent of the House to report from the Commi'tee 
on Foreign Affairs, the joint resolution of the Se- 


nate, authorizing the President of the United States | 


to accept certain presents from the Imaum of Mas- 
cat, and the Emperor of Morrocco, and to autho- 
rize the sale of the same. Mr. P. asked that it 
might be acted on immediately, as there could be 
no objection to it; and it would have to be passed 


before the end of this month. The amendment — 
reported by the committee provides, that instead of | 


the proceeds from the sale of these animals being 
received into the public Treasury, it should 
be divided equally among the different charitable 
institutions in the District of Columbia, for the 
support of the orphans. 

Mr. STANLY said, if the proceeds were not in- 


tended to be placed. in the public Treasury, he ' 


wished one demijohn of the rose water to be sent. 

to the branch mint at Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Mr. PETRIKIN did not see any reason why the 

charitable institutions in the District of Columbia, 


to the exclusion of other charitable institutions, ° 


should be benefited by this disiribution of the pro- 
ceeds. He was opposed to it. 

Mr. PICKENS said this was certainly a small 
matter, and hoped there would be no objection to 
the passage of the resolution, without delay. The 
committee thought it the least objectionable way to 
dispese of the proceeds. 

Mr. PETRIKIN did not know of any greater 
charity than to give the money to the public Trea- 
sury. They ought to be just before generous. 
The Government had not enough money to pay its 
debts; he hoped, therefore, the money would not be 
disposed of except in the manner provided in the 
resolution as it passed the Senate. 

Mr. PICKENS said that in relation to the ob- 
jections of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, it 
was a matterof smal] importance as to the manner 
in which the proceeds from the sale of these licns, 
jackasses, etc. should be divided. The committee 
had supposed that the most reasonable mode of dis- 
posing the money would be to divide it among the 


charitable institutions of the District; and to pre- , 
vent any difficulty, they had designated a particu- | 


lar class, viz: the institutions for the benefit of or- 
phans. 

Besides, he did not feel disposed to burden the 
Treasury with more animals than were now at- 
tached to it. 


It was also to be considered, that some gentle- | 
men were strict constructionists, and would object | 
to any money going into the Treasury that was not ' 
So, to avoid any objection | 


derived from taxation. 
of this kind, he did not recommend the jackasses 
to be fastened upon the Treasury, but proposed 
that the money arising from their sale should be 
divided among the orphan institutions of the Dis- 
trict. To this he hoped there would be no objec- 
tion. 

Mr. PETRIKIN saM the gentleman from South 
Carolina appeared disposed to turn his objection 
into ridicule, and ha.t talked about the money 


| from the sale of jackasses not going into the Trea- 


sury. But would the gentleman let the demands of 
the poor men who were dependent on the Treasury 
remain unsatisfied, because the money to pay them 
arose from the sale of jackassess? 
tleman let the poor man want food from such seru- 
ples? But did not the money which led to these 


presents come out of the Treasury? How were the ` 
splendid embassy and the armed vessels that went i 
to that country paid for, but out of the Treasury? | 


It was not for the benefit of the community at 


large, but for the benefit of a few pampered indi- . 


viduals to the prejudice of thecommunity. The 
money for all these things came out of the Trea- 


surv, and whether it was returned in the shape of © 
jackasses or any thing else, let the money go into ' 


the Treasury again. 

Mr. CRABB thought the objection of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina of no weight. If the 
animals were to be sold, he was perfectly willing 
for that portion of the money which arose from 


wee oe ee 


: from any foreign country. 
' United States can accept presents, and then either 
' House of Congress can dispose of those presents, 
` by giving them to charitable institutions, why to- 
' morrow they might pass another law, authorizing 
` the President to accept and keep, and turn to his 
: own use, presents from any foreign power. 
` one, he wished to take his stand, and say that the 


Would the gen- | 


the jackasses should go into the Treasury. He 
thought that would be the best way of disposing 
of the money. As for the lions, those nobler ani- 


I| mals, he was rot willing that the proceeds of them 
Mr. PICKENS asked and cbtained the general 


shouid go into the Treasury. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said this was not a question 
as to whether the money arising from the sale of 
jackasses could go into the Treasury or not. The 
proper question before the House was on the 
amendment of the committee; and, believing that 
no benefit could arise from the discussion, be would 
move the previous question, which was seconded, 
and the main question was ordered. 

The question being first on concurring in the 
amendment of the committee to the resolution, it 
was read as follows: 

“Strike out the words, ‘and cause the proceeds 
thereof to be placed in the Treasury of the United 
States; and inset, ‘and cause the proceeds thereof 
to be distributed equally amongst the different 
charitable institutions for the support of orphans in 
the District of Columbia: Provided, nevertheless, 
That the sword tendered from the Imaum of Mus- 
cat be deposited in the State Department.” 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which being ordered, were—yeas 97, nays 65. So 
the amendment was concurred in. 

The question recurring on ordering the bill and 


' amendment to be engrossed for a third reading, 


Mr. COOPER of Georgia moved to lay the bill 


: on the table, and asked the yeas and nayson that 
i motion. 


Mr. ADAMS inquired of the Cnam whether 
there was an example since the formation of the 
Government, in which the President was autho- 
rized to accept presents. 

The CHAIR was understood to reply, that there 
was an instance, not very remote, in which lions 
and other animals were received and authorized 
by resolation to be disposed of in a similar way as 
proposed in the amendment of the Committee of 
Foreign Affairs to the joint resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to know if that was autho- 
rized by a resolution of the Honse. 

The CHAIR said he woald examine. 

Mr. ADAMS said he wished the House would 
allow a little discussion on this joint resolution. It 
was anentire new thing, anda very dangerous 
thing. 

Mr. A. was here called to order on the ground 
that the motion to lay on the table had not been 
withdrawn. 

Mr. COOPER did not wish to have the time of 


_ the House consumed, and withdrew his motion. 


Mr. ADAMS resumed. He hoped the House 
would well consider this resolution before its pas- 
sage. He believed it was an example entirely 
new. He did not know of any authority which 
ever gave to the President of the United States, or 
any other officer, the power to accept presents 
If the President of the 


For 


President of the United States should receive no 
presents from any foreign power, or that any dis- 
position shonld be made of them at all. If they 
were disposed to make any grant to charitable insti- 
tutions, let them do it from their own property, and 
not from these presents from foreign ceuntries. 


: There was something in the very acceptance of 


these presents by the President of the United States 


i that— 


Mr. A. washere called to order by several mem- 
bers, on the ground that the previous question had 
been ordered. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia having misunderstood 
the manner in which the question stood before the 
House, renewed the motion to lay the joint resolu- 
tion on the tab'e; and asked the yeas and nays on 
that motion, which were ordered. 

Mr. PICKENS requested the Clerk to read that 
portion of the Constitation which permits presents 
to be received, by authority of Congress. It was 
read accordingly, as follows: 
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“No title of nobility shall be. granted by the 
United States; and no person holding any office of 
profit or.trast under them shall, without the con- 
Seatof be Coeg ess, aceej) of any pre-ca', emo u- 


m:n , office, 0: uueaf apy Kind whaceves, froin any : 


king, pi ce, or f-reiza potentaie.” 

Mr. ADAMS d:d not intend to say that Congress 
had not the power to authorize the reception of pre- 
sents. He contended that the power never had 
been exercised, and should not be exercised now. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay on the table, and it was decided in the negative 
by yeas 55, nays 110. 


Mr. HOFFMAN asked whether it would be in ` 


order to move to recommit. 


The CHAIR said it could be done only by gene- | 


ral consent. , 

Mr. DROMGOOLE made a few remarks, which 
were inaudib'e. , 

Mr. PICKENS objected to the recommitment. 
There was not the slightest reason in the opposi- 
tion. Tne objection to the power in Congress to 
authorize the President to receive, was imaginary. 
The Constitution was express. 


Mr. ADAMS said that twice, in the course of 


our history, had Congress been asked to authorize 
the acceptance of presents from foreign powers, 
and twice had it been refused, 

Mr. PICKENS said, with the understanding 
that the resoluticn should be acted on in the moin- 
ing, he would withdraw the objection; and, 

On motion of Mr. HOFFMAN, the resolut’on 
was recommilted to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. nA 

Mr. TURNEY asked the general consent of the 
House to make a report from the Judiciary Com- 
miltee. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to suspend the rules; 
which the House refused. : 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL, by general consent, 
presented the petitions of the heirs and lega! repre- 
sentatives of .Lieu'enant Colonel Henry Dixon, of 
the North Carolina line: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Executive, as follows: 

To the House of Representatives: 

I herewith submit a report from the Secretiry of 
the Treasury, in relation to certain lands falling 
within the Chickasaw cession, which have been 
sold at Chocchuma and Columbus, in Mississippi; 
and invite the at‘ention of Congress to the subject 
of further legi:lation in relation to them. 

M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasuineoron, June 6h, 1840. i 

On motion of Mr. REYNOLDS, referred to the 
Commitiee on the Publie Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. i 


The SPEAKER alco laid before the House a. 


letter from the Commissioner of Pensions, contain- 
ing the information called for by the House on the 
5th instant, in relatioa to withholding the payment 
of certaia pensions; which was taid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. DRCMGOOLE, his colleague, 


Mr. Tattarerro, who was called away from the. 


cily, was granted leave cf absence for two days. 

Mr. CUSHING, remarking that the reporis of 
committees had row been obstructed fora fort- 
night, moved a suspension of the rule, for the pur- 
pose of receiving them. 

The ayes were 75, the noes 53; so, there not be- 
ing twc-thirds in the affirma'ive, the rule was not 
suspended. k : 

Tie hour having expired, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia called for the orders of 
the day. 

Mr. HOLMES made an ineffectual effort to pre- 
Sent a memorial fiom the Chamber cf Commerce 

of Charleston; end 

Mr. STEWART of Illinois made an ineffectual 
effort to have his motion to print five theusand-ad- 
ditional copies of the report on the mineral lands 
considered. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL: 

On motion of Mr. J. W, JONES, the rules were 
suspended and the House resolved itse'f into Com-. 
miltee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


Ty 


(Mr. Banus in the chair,) and resumed the consi- 
deration of the Independent Treasury bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD resumed his remarks in 
opp stion teche bil and in favor of a National 
Baak as an amegenii measure to the above. In 
speaking or the reiative powers and effects of the 
two modes above suggested on the currency, he 
contended that a National Bank would so control 
the currency as to drive the Sate issues out of cir- 
culation aud substitute a better currency; but that 
the Independent Treasury, [though it authorizes 
the receipt of a proportion of specie paying State 
bank paper in the payment of dues,] would drive 
the State paper out of circulation and substitute 
nothing—it would opera‘e to diminish the circulating 
medium and appreciate the value of money, and 


+ would to that degree lessen the price of all things 
‘—labor as well as the product of labor [including 
j the necessaries cf life.] Ele said he told his con- 


stituents that they must have a National Bank or 
break up the State banks before they could have a 
well regulated currency. The bill before the com- 
mittee would prove to be an insnfficient regulator. 

Mr. LUCAS obtained the floor and spoke a few 
minutes in favor of the bill, and then 

The House took the usnal recess at 22 o'clock. 

EVENING SESSION. . 

Mr. LUCAS resumed, and spoke at some length, 
and examined the merits of the bill, as compared 
with that of a National Bank, or the deposite sys- 
tem. He then showed that the ‘present measure 
was in strict accordance with the spirit of the 
Constitution, and askel why then it had been so 
bitterly denounced. The Opposition themselves 
had admitted that the United States Bank had 


failed to perform what it promised; then what other | 


alternative was there but a measure like this. The 
Censtitution recognised no other currency than sil- 
ver and go!d, and a system based upen that was 
the only one which cou!d answer. So far as hu- 
man lawsc uld protect, or human ingenuity sug- 
gest, this measure, takirg all the chances in peace 
or war, would be found infinitely more safe than 
an irresponsible banking corporation, which would 
use the money for its own benefit. 

Mr. L. then went on to show that the idea of a 
paper system for the revenue never entered the 
minds cf the framers of the Cunsiitation, and that 
those who contended to the contrary, must be la- 
boring under an hallucination of mind, as there 
was not the slightest evidence to support it. 

He then gave a detailed history of the Bank of 
England and the United States Bank, with a view 
of showing that they were both affected by similar 
causes, and would from matters of interest co-ope- 
tate together. After show:nz how admirable the 
pre-ent United Etates Bank had served as a “‘regu- 
lator? by. being the first to suspend, Mr. L. drew a 
strong picture of the conseq:ences that would 
arise from the union of a National Bank and the 
Bank of England. He showed how easily, in case 
of a war, the Government might be crippled by 
the influence of the Bank of Eng'and, acting con- 
joia.iv with our Nationa! Bank, and causing it to 
suspend. The two banks, would, from sel!-inte- 
rest, become in fact one and.the same institution. 


Then what patriot was there, who would not shud- ; 


der at the idea of the jeopardy in which his country 
would be placed, by the charter of a. National 
Bank asa fiscal egent? The whole revenues of 
this country would be at the mercy of foreigners, 
who, by their interest in the Bank, would erippie 
the Government when they pleased. 

Mr. MARVIN then took the floorin opposition 
to the bill, and.continued his remarks until seven 
o'clock, when he gave way to a motion that the 
committee rise. ; 2 

The committee then rose, and 

The SPEAKER having resumed the chair, the 
the chairman reported progress on the bill. 

Mr. EVANS moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. HOPKINS demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion;.which were ordered. 

Mr EVANS then withdrew his motion. ; 

Mr. MORGAN moved a call cf the House; but 
the yeas: and nays having been ordered, he with- 
drew the motion. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE renewed the motion, and de- 
manded the yeas and nays; whieh were ordered, 


« 
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_ Mr. EVANS again moved that the Howse ad- 
journ; and the yeas and nays having been’ ‘ordered 
on that motion, were—yeas 29, nays 54. 

So the H.u-e refused to adjourn. j 

The qi shen was then taken by yeas and nays, 
whether there should be a cal!, and was determined 
in the negalive—yeas 38, nays 51. E 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, a call having bëèn 
refused, 

The House, at half-past 7 o’clock, adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
WepneEspAY, June 10, 1840. 


Mr. WEBSTER presented .a memorial of citi- 
zens of New York, on the subject of the bankrupt, 
law, remonstrating against including in the law 
any provision making the assent of creditors ne- 
cessary to the discharge of the bankrupt; which. 
was referred to the select committee, and ordered 
to be printed. aes 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the mempriahof a 
number of persons engaged in the manufagture of. 
bats, praying that aduty may be impused on 
foreign hais imported into this country; which was 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures, _ 

Mr. S. also presented the memorial of tbe pas- 
tor and elders of the First Presbiterian congrega- 
tion of Elizabethtown, New Jersey; which was re- 
ferred tothe Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. - , 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Commijtee on Claims, 
to which had been referred the bill for the relief of 
Ephraim D. Dickson, made a favorable report there- 
on; which was ardered to be printed, p 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee gn the 
District. of Columbia, to which had been referred 
the bill fcr the relief of the widow of Lewis 
Grant Davidson, made a favorable report thereon. 

The resclution submitted by Mr. ROANE, on 
Monday last, to print 20,000 copies of the report of 
the Committee on the Militia, being taken up— 

Mr. PRESTON addressed the Senate at much 
length in opposition to the resolution, and the plan 
of the Secretary of War. 

Mr. ANDERSON in reply defended the report 
of the committee, and urged the propriety of print- 
ing the extra number. 7 

Mr. CRITTENDEN having obtained the floor, 
yielded it to oe ; 

Mr. NORVELL, at whose suggestion the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject was postponed un- 
til Friday next. 

GENERAL ORDERS.. .. 

The bill for the relief of David. McNair; 

The bill forthe relief of John Richey; s,. 

The bill to grant other lands to the inhabitants 
of townships deprived of the 16th section by Indian. 
reservations; 

The bill to autohrize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to use chemical or any other oil in the Jight- 
houses, and to make the necessary alterations for 
that purpose; ; 

The bill for the relief ‘of Francis Laventare, 
Ebenezer Childs, and Linus Thompson; ,, __. 
were severally considered as ın committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. .., 

The bill making appropriations to complete.cer- 
tain military roads in the State of Arkansas was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, and after 
being explained and advocated by Messrs. FUL- 
TON, SEVIER, and LINN, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. : 

The bill for the relief of James H. Ralston; 

The bill for the relief of Alfred Westfall; 

The bil! for the relief of Jacob Hanks, and - 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Ferguson; 
were considered as in committee of the whole, 
and their further consideration indefinitely post- 
poned, (rejecied.) - 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, June 11, 1840.. : 
The CHAIR announced that the first business 
in order was the motion of the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. RanpoLpn] to recommit to. the 
Committee on Commerce, the bill repor'ed from 
that cemmittee by the gentleman from Maryland 
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fe ee a aaa 

[Mr. Hiten] to repeal the law of 1837 regulating 
ilors. F i 

£ Mr. CURTIS, who was still entitled to floor, re- 

sumed his remarks iu opposition to the bill and in 

favor of the mutiou to recommmit. He commenced 

by reading vanous affidavits, showing the ineffi- 


ciency of those pilots prior te the passage of the | 


Jaw of 1837. He showed that a combination ex- 
isted, the effect of which was that the pilots failed 


to discharge their duty—they became n: gligentand | 


inefficient. There was no inducement tor them to 
do their duty, because there was no competition. 
Crying evils, which he enumerated, existe | pre- 
vions to the passage of the law of 1837. The 
effect of the repeal of this law will be a re- 
currence of those evils. 

Before this law was passed, the New York pilots 
could not be induced to go out of the sight of land; 
but if atall, it wasin mild weather; tut now, in 
consequence of the competition between them and 
the New Jersey pilots, they could be foung at from 
one to two hundred miles at sea. He read a report 
of the Chamber of Commerce, showing that there 


oe eee 
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plain before proceeding farther. He denied that 
he was in favor of a combination or monopoly. 
Such were not his principles, or the principles of 
the party with whom he acted. In the course of 
his remarks, he woud satisfactorily prove that no 
such combinaticn existed. There was no monopo- 
ly, any more than what was granted by the law of 
Congress, The law of New York expressly for- 
bade any combination. He would prove all this, 
he hoped, to the satisfaction of all, after which he 
trusted that neither the gentleman from New York, 
nor any of his colleagues, would longer oppose a 
repeal of the law. 


The morning hour having expired, Mr. HILLEN , 


suspended his remarks. 
Mr. STANLY, on leave, presented a resoluticn 
directing the Cierx to have the reports of the majo- 


rity. and minority of the Committee on the Militia, ; 
in relation to the reorganization of the militia, — 


printed together; which was agreed to. 


Mr. TURNEY, by general consent, presented a | 


; report from the Committee on the Judiciary, dis- 
: charging that committee from the further conside- ; 
ration of the memorial of William Smith, and re- | 


was sufficient employment for all the pilots, those | 


of New Jersey as we!! as those of New York. He 
also read remonstrances from underwriters, in- 
surance cffices, and the Chamber of Commerce, and 
thirty-five officers of the United States navy, against 
the repeai of the law. The Jaw of 1837, he said, 
the constitutionality of which would be an act of 
supererogation-to argue, operated equally and jast- 
ly on all the pilots, as well thoss of New York as 
New Jersey. He commented cn the report, and 
denied many of the positions zssumed therein as 
fallacious. The only reason, he argued, that the 


New York pilots had petitioned for the repeal of ' 
the law, was, because the competition of the Jersey | 


pilots had compelled them to go to sea. They 
wish the law repealed to give them a clear field 
for monopoly, notwithstanding there was _busi- 
ness for the whole of them. Mr. C. argued that 
Congress could not escape from the enactment of 
proper laws upon this subject. The Constitution 
expressly provides, that the privileges of all the 
ports shall be equal; butif this law was repealed, 
such would not be the case. It was one of great 
teseft—it preserves life, and protects property— 
the safety ef beth of which required that the law 
should not be repealed. If it was repealed, as he 
before said, they would have a recurrence of all 
the evi!s under the old law. He appealed to the 
House to divest itself of party —and to look at the 
question as one net cf party, but of business of the 
utmost importance to the whole commercial com- 
munity. 

Mr. HILLEN wished to say a few words in re- 
ply to the remarks of the gentleman from New 
York. That was rencered necessary from the po- 
sition in which he was placed; and he would, in the 
first place, remark that it was not a pesition of his 
own seeking. When this subject was first referred 
to the committee, he objected to taking this matter 
into his own charge, as the chairman of the com- 
mittee requested he should. He would have pre- 
ferred that it should be assigned to some other gen- 
tleman, but as the chairman urged him to take 
charge of it, he did so, not wishing to appear re- 
luctant to perform his share of the labors of the 
committee. 

Mr. CURTIS here made some explanations, 
which were inaudible to the Reporter. 


Mr. HILLEN resumed, and said that the gentle- 
man had admitted all he required, viz: that his bu- 
siness was not of his own seeking, but as it was in 
a manner forced upon him, he did not object. In 
undertaking that charge, he was perfectly well 
aware that difficulties would arise, in case his 
views did not meet those of the New York dele- 
gation, the interest of whose State it was to have 
the law remain as it was. He was aware that the 
continuance of the law would be urged by the 
whole delegaticn of that S:ate. 


But he had thoroughly examined and ascertained 
all the facts of the case, and the gentleman from 
New York must excuse him, if he followed his 
own judgment in preference to the opinion of the 
gentleman, which he would show was founded on 
mere assertion and declamation. 

There was another matter which he would ex- 


., ferring the same to the Secretary of War for ad- 
‚i Justment; which was agreed to, and the report or- 


ee a a es aE 


dered to be printed. 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 


. On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the rules were | 
, suspended, and the House resolved itself into Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the\Union, and 


resumed the consideration of the Indepeddent Trea- 
sury bill. T 
Mr. MARVIN resumed his remarks in opposi- 


tion to the bill; in doing which, he referrkdAo the 
present state of the currency, and compare the re- 
lative advantages and disadvantages of a specie 
and a paper currency, contending that the former 
was a more economical one than the latter. He 
did not think a specie circulation at all desi- 
rable if it could be prodaced by this bill or any 
other measure. He contended that sufficient specie 
could not be procured for that purpose, if the United 
States had a proper proportion of all the specie 
in the world; that it was more expensive, and less 
portable than a paper currency. He then spoke 
of the effect of the fluctuations in the currency; 
arguing that it was a fraud upon the people, for the 
Government, by this bill or any other measure, to 
depreciate or appreciate the currency; that it 
operated unjustly on the debtor and creditor. It 
was the duty of the National Government, he said, 


: to furnish the people with a sound circulating me- 


dium; it was one of the principal objects for which 
the National Government was created. The Con- 
stitution expressly gives the power to Congress to 
regulate the commerce of the nation; and to regu- 
late which, it required a currency of uniform value. 
Currency was an instrament and agent of com- 
merce; therefore he argued, that if the power to re- 
gulate the currency was not positive, it was inci- 
dental to, and inseparable from, the power to regu- 
late commerce, and was involved in that grant of 
power. It never could, he said, be regulat- 
ed by the twenty-six sovereign States, because 
there would always exist a competition between 
them, which would have the most banking capital 
and largest circulation. He considered it as much 
a violation of the Constitution in the National Go- 
vernment to neglect to exercise the powers con- 
ferred upon it by that instrument, as to commit an 
act palpably and directly in violation of it. The 


| sin of omission was as great as the sin of commis- 


sion. The Administration, then, by inference, 
violates the Constitution, by refusing to regulate 
the currency. He did not think that the State Bank 
deposite system had a fair trial. He believed that 
they might yet be employed as safe fiscal agents of 
the Government. He attributed the expansion of 
the currency which caused the banks to fail, to the 
acts of the Administration. He urged many ob- 
jections against the bill, and said that it might be 
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EVENING SESSION. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, resumed the consideration of the Indepen- 
dent Treasury bill. 

Mr. PARRISH said he considered it his daty to 
make a few remarks in relation to the bill. He 
wished to give his views, not, however, with the 
expectation of influencing the feelings of any gen- 
tleman, but as aduty which he conceived he owed 
to his constituents, to present before them a brief 
outline of the bill. Besides, he considered it the 
duty of the friends of the bill, to keep it in detail 
before the public view, as itonly needed examina- 
tion to be approved. The great prejudice which 
existed in many parts of the country against this 
measure, was solely attributable to its not being 
fully understood. The measure had been attacked 
and represented as fraught with every evil, when, 
at the same time, its enemies took great care that 
it should not speak for itself. 

It was under these circumstances, and witha 
view of having it fally understood, that he had ta- 
ken the floor, witha design of presenting to his con- 
stituents and the country, a detailed explanation of 


` the bill. 


Mr. P. then took up the bill, and commented 
upon each section thereof, showing that its provi- 
sions were entirely simple, so that a child might 
comprehend them. One of the principal questions 
involved was, whether the revenue of the Govern- 
ment should be given to favorite corporations for 
their own benefit and use, or whether it should be 
kept in the hands of the Government itself, through 
officers chosen by the people. Whether the taxes 
from fifteen millions of people, should be given 
over to the banks, and the many taxed for the be- 
nefit of the few, or the intention of the Constitution 
carried out, by leaving the Government the sole di- 
rector of its own funds. 

Mr. P. proceeded to examine the antagonistical 
measure of the Opposition, viz: a National Bank, 
and gave some very choice specimens of the ‘‘hap- 
py” effect the United States Bank had produced 
upon the country. He showed how far their great 
“Regulator” had answered the purposes for which 
it was said to have been intended, viz: by being the 
first to strike its colors instead of preventing the 
other banks from suspending. He next showed 
that from like causes would ensue like effects, and 
in case the scheme of the Opposition should prevail, 
the very same scenes would be again enacted, and 


| at intervals the whole country prostrated by the 


ruinous expansions. 
After replying to a great many ridiculous objec- 
tions to the bill, Mr. P. proceeded to show that 


: nothing need be feared by any abstraction of spe- 


cie from the circulation of the country. He called 


, attention to the fact that, although Government 


;, would receive specie, yet it would also pay out spe- 


cie to all its creditors in every department. It was 
objected, however, that sach would be of no benefit 


` to the people at large, inasmuch as the Government 


so administered as to make it a bank of deposite ` 
and issue—as to make ahard money currency or a | 


specie carrency for the people—and would to that 
extent be a fearful engine in the hands of the Ex- 
eculive. è 

Mr. PARRISH obtained the floor, but before he 
proceeded in his remarks, the House took the usual 


! recess at 24 o’clock. 


' creditors would always sell their specie, and pay 
` those dependent on them in paper. 


Mr. P. admit- 
ted that, for a short time, such might possibly be 


. the case, in some few instances; but when it came 


to be generally understood that these contractors 
and others received specie from Government, spe- 
cie, and nothing else, would be received from them. 

It being now seven o’clock, Mr. P. gave way to 
a motion that the committee rise; and 

Mr, DAVIS of Pennsylvania moved that the 
House adjourn; on which motion the yeas and 
nays being ordered, were—yeas 65, nays 57. 

The House accordingly, at half past 7 o’clock, 


| adjourned. ë 


IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, June 11, 1840. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York, on 
the subject of a bankrupt law. The memorial con- 
cludes with the following remark: “ The chamber 
begs leave respectfully to express its opinion that a 
bankrupt law, tc be extensively useful or permanent- 
ly beneficial, should be both compulsory and volun- 
tary. That asa compulsory act, it should apply to 
traders only, and as a voluntary act, it shoald re- 
quire the sanction of a majority of creditors in in- 


. . 4 
terest to release the applicant, with liberal provi- i 
sions, giving discretionary power to the judge, on || 
application of the commissioners, and on a state- | 
ment of facts in cases of hardshiy er oppres 10n. 
That no debt of any kind whatever shouid be pre- 
ferred, and that the operation of any law that may 
be passed during the present session of Congress, 
should be deferred until after the Ist of July, 1841.” 
The memorial was referred to the Select Commit- 
tee, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented resolutions of a meet- 
ing of citizens of Fraakfort, Maine, on the subject 
of the defences of the Northeastern frontiers; which 
were referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to te printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the memorial of John 
F. Sarchett, asked to be discharged from its farther 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary; which was agreed to, 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which was 
referred a memorial from citizens of New York re- 
monstrating against the passage of the bill for the 
better security of the revenue of the United States, 
asked te be discharged from its further considera- 
tion; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtainei leave to bring in a bill supple- 
mental to an act entitled an act for the discontinu- 


ance of the office of surveyor general in the seve- | 


ral districts, so soon as the surveys therein can be . 
completed, for abolishing land offices under certain | 
circumstances, and for other purposes; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which had been referred House bills entitled 

An act for the relief of Erastus Pierson; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Bennett; 

An act for the relief of James Francher; and | 

An act for the relief of Philip Hartman; j 

Reported the same severaliy without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred Honse bills 

For the relief of Wealthy Barker, and 

For the relief of Stephen Olney, 

Made adverse reports thereon, which were order- | 
ed to be printed. l; 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred House bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Dennis Smith, reported the same with 
amendments. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred House bill for the relief of Mary Hun- 
ter, made an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be princed. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred House bill for the re- 
lief of Matthew Wiley, made an adverse report 
thereon. 

The following resolutions submitted yester- 
day by Mr. Wesstrer, were considered and 


to: 

Resolved, That the rates of postage charged on 
letters transmitted by the mail of the United States 
ovght to be reduced. 

Resolved, That it is expedient to inquire into ' 
the utility of so altering the present regulations | 
of the Post Office Department as to connect the |, 
use of stamps cr slamped covers with a large re- | 

| 


duction of the rates of postage, 

The resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Pastrs, to change the hour ef meeting from | 
11 o’cloek to 12 o'clock, was taken up, and after | 
some remarks in favor of it by Mr. PHELPS, 
a n opposition by Mr. KING, it was disagreed 

0. 


; BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for the relief of Dennis Quinlivan; 

The bill for the relief of David McNair; 

The bill for the relief of John Richey; f 

The bill to grant cther lands to the inhabitants | 
of townships deprived of the 16th section by Indian 
Teservations; 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to use chemical or any other oil in the light- | 
houses, and to make the necessary alterations for | 

l 


that purpose; 
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The bill for the relief of Francis Laventure, 
Ebenezer Childs, and Linus Thompson; and 

The bill making appropriations to comp’ete cer- 
taia mi'itary roads in the State of Arkansas; 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Henry Eckford, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of Reynell R. Coates, 
Wa'ter R. Jones, and William B. MeMarttrie; 

The bill for the relief of Charles L. Fleischmann; 

The bill for the organization of a company of 
Sappers, miners, and pontoneer:; and 

The bill for the relief of William P. Rathbone; 
were severally considered as in committee of the 
whole, and crdered to be engrossed fora third 
reading. 

The bill to explain and amend the 5th section of 
the act passed the 3d day of June, 1834, for the better 


Organization of the United States Marine Corps, | 


was taken up as m committee ef the whole. [The 
bill proposes to give to marine officers in command- 
on the different stations, double rations.) . 

The Commit'ee on Naval Affairs had recom- 
mended the indefinite postponement of this bill, 
and after some remarks by Messrs. WILLIAMS 
and TAPPAN, sustaining the report of the com- 
mittee, and by Messrs. SOUTHARD and LUMP- 
KIN in opprsition, 


Mr. SEVIER observed that it appeared from || 
: the Blue Book, that the pay of the officers of the i 


army and marine corps was one thing, while he 
gathered from the discussion that had taken place, 


' thar they received, by some sort of construction of 


the Departments, in the way of extra allowances, 
four or five times as much. Now he wanted his 
constituents to know precisely what every public 
servant received—officers of the army and marine 
corps, as well as the others. If their pay was too 
small, he had no objection to raising it, but he 
wanted to know exactly what it was, and to have 
it set down in the Blue Book, so that every body 
could understand it. He was opposed to all these 
extra allowances of every description, and thought 
they led not only to embarrassment end contu- 
sion, but there was danger of abuses growing out 
of them. Mr. S. then meved to strike out all after 


: the enacting clause, and insert a provision that all 


extra allowances to military, naval and marine 
cHicers, should be abolished. 
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concealed from the public, he heartily approved of 
the object the gentleman had in view. 

Mr. MERRICK concurred in the views of the 
gentleman from Arkansas, and suggested a modifi- 
cation of the instructions, so as to require the com- 
mittee to report a bill, regulating ihe pay per month 
of all the officers of the army and marine corps. 

Mr. WALKER hoped his friend from Arkansas 
would change his motion into a resolution to in- 
siruct the Committee on Military Affairs to in- 
quire into the subject. He thought these extra al- 


', lowances should be abolished, but he was not pre- 


pared, without further information, to say what 


, Other plan should be substituted. 


Mr. LUMPKIN regretted that the Senator from 
Arkansas had undertaken to connect this lit- 


| Ue que:tion with a matter of such great im- 


portance as that of regulating the pay of 
the officers of the army and marine corps. 
He regretted the gentleman’s motion, becanse, to 


his mind, it was ca'culated to divert the attention 


of the Senate from the subject before it, to one of 
greatand general importance. This was a small 
matter, in comparison wih the object the genile- 
man had in view. Throughout the whole of the 
discussion, it appeared to him that his friend from 
Maine, the chairman of the Naval Committee, [Mr. 
Wituiams,] had urged arguments that were inap- 


. plicable to the case before them. The whole of 


it 


ji 
| 


Mr. KING woald suggest to his friend from Ar- | 


' kansas to change bis motion to that of a recom- | 


mitment to the Committee on Naval Affairs, with 
instructions to report a bill giving a fixed pay to 
those officers, and abolishing all extra allowances 
whatever. He had no doubt but there were gréat 
abuses under the system that prevailed; that some 
‘officers got more than others, while some, perhaps, 
got more than they were entitled to. The com- 
mitlee should proceed with great caution, so as to 
do equal justice to all the officers, as we!l as the pub- 
lic; but, at all events, the present system was 
wrong, and ought to be corrected. 


Mr. SEVIER then moved to recommit the bill to 


the Committee on Naval Affairs, with instructions, | 


&e. 

Mr. WILLIAMS observed that, in 1835, all the 
extra allowances and emoluments of the officers of 
the navy were abolished by law, and that they now 
received a fixed amount per year, with no other 
addition than that of one ration a day when at sea. 


'i Therefore, the proposition of the Senator from Ar- 


kansas need not be extended to the naval service, 
nor eught it to go to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. As the pay of the officers of the marine 
corps was regulated by that of the officers 
of the infantry of the army, the refe- 
rence, if made, 
tee on Military Affairs. 
fully with the Senator from Arkansas, that the of- 
ficers in every branch of our service should have a 


certain fixed amount of pay per month, or year, | 
without any extra allowances, in order that their | 
.| constituents might know what each officer received. |. 
| He was convinced that the pay.of the officers of , 
| the army was very much beyond what any man | 


would suppose it to be, from looking at the Blue 
Book; and as a matier of this sort ought not to be 


should be to the Commit- ' 
He agreed most | 


his argument was based on the idea that these offi- 


: cers of the marine corps already received pay 


enough. This was not the case before the Senate, 
but whether they should receive what they were 
entitled to by a fair construction of the law of 1834, 
as had been well explained by the Senator from 
New Jersey, [Mr. Sournarp.] He concurred 
with that Senator in thinking that there had been a 
wrong construction of the existing law by the ac- 
counting officers, and believed that the law gave to 
the marine officers what they asked. That was the 
question the Senate was asked to decide, and not 
whether the extra aliowances were right or wrong. 
The report of the chairman of the Naval Commit- 
tee_evinced that he was not so clear!y satisfied but 
that the law, as it stood, did make this allowance; 
but he seemed to ease his mind off with the conclu- 
sion that they already received enough. He was 
not now disposed to controvert that opinion, but he 
must say that it was their duty4o give to every offi- 
cer what he was entitied to under the law. Mr. L. 
here read the law of 1834,and remarked thatas it was 
construed at the Auditor’s office, it was denied that 
the marine officers had a right to double rations in 
the cases in which this allowance was claimed by 


: them; and therefore the passage of this explanatory 
| Jaw was asked for by them. Mr. L. said he wouid 
; go with his friend from Arkansas [Mr. Szvier] in 


getting these extra allowances abolished, and in 
establishing a fixed and definite pay for the cfficers 
in lieu of them, but he wanted this particular 
case decided on first. 

Mr. SEVIER then modified his motion so as to 


| refer the bill to the Committee on Military Af- 


fairs, with instructions to bring in a bill abolishing 
all the extra allowances to officers of the army and 
marine corps, and establishing in lien of thema 
fixed and certain monthly pay. He was in favor 
of giving these extra allowances to the marines, if 


| the other officers got them, but he wished them 


all to be cut off. ` 

Mr. TAPPAN thought the censtruction of the 
iaw as given by the department at present, was the 
correct one. The law requires that double rations 
should be given to the commanding officer of a 
separate and distinct post. Now, where is therean of- 
ficer of marines who is the commandant of a separate 
and distinct post? There is not one. They are always 
subordinate to, and under the command of, the of- 
ficer of the navy who has charge of the station. 
With as much propriety might double rations be 
given to the lieutenant of an officer commanding a 
separate post, as toa marine officer on a station, 
who was a subordinate to the naval officer. No 
fault could justly be found with the construction of 
the act at the Navy Department, as there could be 
no other construction given to it with any regard 
the strict letter of the law. 

Mr. BUCHANAN scarcely knew how to vote 
on this question, He did think that his friend 
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from Missouri [Mr. Bunton] could not be engaged 
jp a more laudable undertaking than in executing 
these instructions, though at the same time h- 
doubted whether he wowlt have dime eaough io du 
any ihug this res. n. He had ıfeĘa thought on 
this subject, aad wes'ied that tae pay of our atticers 
was regulated in such a way that every one ceuli 
understand what it was. Was there a member of this 
body, he asked, who could tell what the officers of 
the army or navy received? He had endeavored 
to ascertain what some of them received, without 
success. What did General Macomb or one of the 
superior officers of the navy receive? He cou'd 
not tell. While he wished to give to every officer 
a fair and liberal compensation, he at the same time 
wished to put them on the same footing with every 
other public servant, and to ascertain and fix a cer- 
tain compensation for them, so that every body 
might know what it was. This was what the pub- 
lic desired and expected. He understood that there 
was a large sum allowed for forage to officers who 
kept no horses, and other allowances of a similar 
nature. All this might be very proper, and might 
de necessary to eke out their pay; but he wished to 
know whatit was. If the Senator from Missouri 


was unabie to execute this duty, he would be wil- | 


ling to lay it over till the next session; but he 
hoped that it would then, at least, be taken up and 
acted on. 

Mr. BENTON could assure gentlemen that, in 
his opinion, it would take every ` moment that re- 
mained of the resent session for the committee to 
make up their opinions ona principle of compen- 
sation, and then the chief difficulty would com- 
mence—the application of the principle. 
compensation of the officers of the army is made 
up of a great many separate classes of items, to 
all which separately the principle would have to be 
applied. And what would be the result, suppos- 
ing such a bill should become a law? Here is an 
offcer ordered oat upon a march. Well, if in lieu 
of extras, as by the present arrangement, he is al- 
lowed a fixed and definite sam, he 1s to commence 
by being his own purveyor. He has to provide for 
his food, his transportation, or if he has a horse, to 
make provision for forage; whereas, undes the pre- 


sent arrangement, he is ia a condition to set out. 


at once, and make his requisition for these 
articles on the quartermaster. This proposed ar- 
rangement would throw every officer on his own 
resources, when he had received marching or- 
ders; just as a private citizen would be when set- 
ting out upon a journey. ‘These would be some 
of the inconveniences of the arrangement, which 
had occurred to him at the moment, but they 
were not all. He would repeat that it would take 
-all the time of the committee during the remain- 
der of the session, to adjust a scale of compensa- 
tion, and when that was fixed, in his opinion, 
it would be found incapable of application. He 


hoped gentlemen would therefore see the proprie- 


tv of not imposing a duty on the committee at 
ihis late period, from which no practical results 
could be expected, and would permit it to lay 
over until the next session of Congress. 


Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he was sensi- 
ble of the difficulties involved in the question, but 
they did not appear to him to be insuperabie. No 
person imagined that an efficer of the army was to 
provide himself with beef and pork on a march; 
but that difficulty could be obviaied by allowing 
him to draw provisions, and charge him with the 
amount, to be deducted out of his pay. Butheap- 
prehended that it woul ‘be of great importance to 
the service to fix the standard of pay so as to cover 
all rations and allowances of every kind that the 
officers now receive. Being satisfied, from the ex- 
planation of the Senator frem Missouri, that he 
could not attend to this business daring the short 


time that was left cf this session, he would not, 


therefore, vote to impose it upon him. 

Mr. SEVIER observed that, if the Cemmitee 
could net attend to the business, as the Senator 
from Missouri said, he would withdraw his motion, 
and send the subject to the Secretary of War in 
another form. In the mean time, be would move 
to lay the bill on the table, and asked for the yeas 
and nays on the motion. 


The ` 


The question was decided in the negative—yeas 
19, nays 19, as fullowss 

YEAS—Messis. Broxn, Clavton, Davis, Dixon, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hus: ard, King, Mouton, Niche 
‘as, Norvell, Piennss, Roane, Retius:n, Sevier, 
Strange, Tappan, Wiliams, and Wrigbt-—19. 

NAYS—Méessrs. Anderson, Beaton, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kenuckv, Hen- 
derson, Linn, Lumpkin, Merrick, Porter, Ruggles, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Walker, Wa'l, and 
White—19. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. WIL- 
LIAMS, SOUTHARD, and TAPPAN, the ques- 
tion was taken on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
for a third reading, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 10, nays 28, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Lump- 
kin, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, Tall- 
madge, Walker, Wall, and White—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Clay of Alaba- 
ma, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Dixon, 
Fulton, Henderson, Hubbard, Huntington, King, 
Linn, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Porter, 
Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Sirange, Tappan, Williams, and 
Young—28. 

The Sena‘e then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, June 11, 1840. 
Mr. WICK moved for leave of absence in fa- 
vor of his colleague, Mr. Howarp, for two weeks 
from Monday next, at which time, Mr. W. said, 


his colleague would, in virtue cf his resignation, 
: formation called for on the 5:h instant, in relation 


cease to be a member of this House. 

The leave was granted. 

PILOT LAW. 

Mr. HILLEN, on leave, presented a memorial 
from the merchants of Baltimore, in favor of the 
repeal of the Jaw regulating pilots. 

“The SPEAKER announced that the business 
first in order, was the motion of the gentleman 
from New Jersey, (Mr. BANDOLPR,] to recommit 
to the Committee on Commerce the bill reported 
from that committee by the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland, [Mr. Hitien,] proposing the repeal of the 
law of 1837, regulating pilots. 

Mr. HILLEN (who retained the floor from yes- 
terday) centinved his remarks during the morn- 
ing hour in opposition to the motion to recommit. 

He disclaimed any ill feeling to the New York 
merchants. He was willing, he said, and des:rous 
to promote their interests when that could be done 
consistently with the interests of others. 
ed no exclusive privileges to be given to the New 
York pilots; but all he asked was, that they should 
be protected in the enjoyment of their just and le- 
gitimate rights. He went into a history of the law 
in relation to pilotage; and of the facts which, he 


said, were applicable to that law; not denying the - 


constitutional power of Congress to legislate on the 
subject, but contending that Congress had, by its 


own act, ceded that power to the several States. He | 


then proceeded to contend that the law which this 
bill now proposed to repeal grew out of the loss of 
the ships Bristol and Mexico; making the direct 
issue that the loss of these two vessels, and the ex- 
citement created thereby in the public mind, were 
the direct and the immediate causes of the passage 
of the Jaw, in the absence of which cases the law 
never would have been passed; and contending 
that the pilots were in no wise to blame for those 
terrible disasters. With this view ke went into a 
minute examination of the condition and locality ot 


the Bristol and Mexico at the time they were lost, : 


and read a number of depositions and documents 
having reference thereto. 

Mr. H. had not concluded, when, 

The morning hour having expired, 


compliance with a resolution of the House of the 
4th ins‘ant. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that it be returned to 
the Gommessorer of Puce Buillines, wb ape 
struct ous, whieh was agreed 10. as lusows: 

‘“Tnatthe Commissioner of Pubie Buildmas be 
required to answer tae requisitions made on him by 
the resolution of the 4th instant, more fuliy, by 
giving the per diem compensation paid Jeremiah 
Sullivan, as superintendent of the Treasury Bui'd. 
ing, in addition to his salary at the Post Office 
building; also the bill of prices paid for the piece 


: work, which he says “cannot be done at the 


price per day,” at the Treasury and Patent build- 
ings. Alo, that he be required to state how ma- 
ny, if any, if the men employed as enumerated in 
his answer to the resolution of the 4th, are tempo- 
rarily employed; and whether any cf the superin- 
tendents, or men employed at the Patent Office, 
have been paid wages when idle for waut of mate- 
rials; and further, how many of the superinten- 
dents, or bosses employed by him, at any of the 
publis buildings, keep grocery shops or boarding 
houses for workmen, or are concerned in keeping 
grog shops; and whether it is the practice to retain 
the amoant of bills alleged to be due from the 
workmen by the keepers of those groceries or grog 
shops from the wages of the men employed on the. 
public buildings, when they are about being paid 
off; and whether the superin'endents of any of the 
public buildings were paid wages during the win- 
ter while the work was suspended, naming the per- 
sons and the amounis paid.” 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Posimaster General, transmitting the in- 


to the indebtedness of the posmaster at Baton 
Rouge, in Louisiana, (Abel Waddell;) which was, 
on motion of Mr. M'KAY, ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

Senate bill, lying on the Speaker’s table, entitled 
“ An act making provision for the payment of pen- 
sions to ihe executors and Administrators of de- 
ceased pensioners, in certain cases,” was taken up, 
read twice, and, by special order, read the third 
time and passed. ; : 

The bill to establish a uniform rate of mileage, 
to take effect from andafier the 26h Congress, 
was taken up on its engrossment, ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, read the third time, 
and the question being “Shali the bill pas?” 

Mr. BLACK inquired of the Cuar whether it 


; would be in order to amend the bill. 


He wish- |: 


_ The CHAIR replied that it was not, the bill be- 
ing on its passege. 
Mr. BLACK. moved to lay the bill on the table. 
.Mr. LEET demanded the yeas and nays; which 
being ordered, were—yeas 25, nays 130. 
Fe the House refused to lay the bill on the 
tabie. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE said, as a large majority 


i had refused to lay the bill ou the table, he moved 


the previous question on the passage of the bill; 
which having received a second, and the main 


| question being ordered; and 


The main question being ‘ Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. T. W. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas ard 
nays; which having been ordered, were yeas 148, 
nays 13. So the bill was passed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Miss'ssippi, moved a re- 
consideration of the vote by which the bill was 
passed. 

And the question being on the reconsideration— 

„Mr. T. made some remarks, expressing the opl- 
nion, that this was an effort between the two par- 
ties, as to which shoul out-demagogue the other. 
He dwelt on the injustice of paying members for: 


© a direct route when they were obliged to travel by 


Mr. J. W. JONES called for the orders of the 
| day; but, before passing to which, 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- .. 


munication from the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, a statement of the number of assistants, 


superintendents, assistant superintendents, fore- : 


men, bosse:, and workmen of different kinds, em- 


ployed at this time on the Treasury and Patent Of- ; 
fice buildings, and the salaries paid to each,.&¢, ia (| 


a circuitous rou'e, as the Southwestern members 
were. He predicted that the bill would not be 
suffered to remain in operation after the Presiden- 
tial election, and hoped that the House would now 
reconsider the vote by which it had been passed. 
After a few remarks by Mr. STANLY, in reply 
to Mr. THOMPSON, 
Mr. LEET wished to say a few words in relation 
to this subject. As a member of the Committee 
on Mileage, he thought ithisduty. He was sur- 
prised to hear his friend, the gentleman from Mis 
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was twice | 


District, reported a bill to amend the chartep of 
Georgetown; which was read, and ordered tg se- 
cond reading. a 
MILEAGE OF MEMBEAS OF confess. 
The biii from the House of Represenjitives ‘or 
the estabiishment of a uaiform system ofcomputing 
the mileige of members of: Congr 


sissippi, talk about parties out-demagoguing each 
ore "He (Mr. Tj solemnly afficmed, that in re- 
porting the bill, the committee werd influeaced by 
no political motives whatever. Jt was done witha 
view of equalizing the mileage, and not from any 
desire of popularity, or from any political consi- 
derations, that the bill was reported. | 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved the previous ques- read, when 
tion on the motion to recensider, which was re- | Mr. NORVELL moved a referece of the bill to 
corded, and the main question ordered. l a select committee. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, demanded | 
the yeas and pays on the mction to reconsider; $ 
which, being ordered, were—yeas 29, nays 125. 

So the House refused to reconsider. 

The bill heretofore reported from the Committee | 
on the Library, in addition to the acts now in force ! the proposed reference. The bill was novel in its 
for the enccuragement of learning, by securing:he ` character and its provisions. It provided that the 
copies of maps, charts, and books to the awhors j. mileage of members of the two Houses should be 
and proprietors of such copies during the time |. computed upon a straight line from the seat of Go- 
therein mentioned, regulating an international ex- vernment to their respective residences. 
change of such works, came up in its order on en- |) was to be drawn upon the mest approved maps. 
grossment tor a third reading, was read the third || Sir, the consideration of this bill, this air-drawn 
time, and, line, required scientific, geographical, and perhaps 

The question being, “Shall the bill pass?” astronomical information. It was a very serions 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to its passage without || matter. A committee would probably be necessary 
proper consideration and dae examination; and, || to decide as to what maps should be used in mark- 

After a few remarks by Mr. TILLINGHAST, '! ing the several lines from the seat of Government 
explanatory of the bill, denying the grounds as- , to the residence of each and every member of the 
sumed by Mr. PETRIKIN, ii Senate and House. The existing law on the sub- 

Mr. PETRIKIN then moved that the bill be re- || jectof mileage provided that the mileage should 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole, to take its 
place on the caleadar; which was agreed to. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

On motion ef Mr. J. W. JONES, the rules were 
suspended, and the House resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and | 
resamed the consideration of the Independent ` 
Treasury bill. 

Mr. PARRISH being entitled to the floor, resum- 
ed his remarks from yesterday in support of the 
bil. He continued his examinatien of the effects 
of a paper currency in prostrating the business of 
the country, and showed that in case of a rechar- 
ter of a Great Regulator, similar effects would 
ensue. 

The time having arrived for taking the usual re- || 
ess, Mr. P. suspended his remarks. 

EVENING SESSION. 
After the recess, 
Mr. PARRISH resumed and ccncluded his re- 


reference. The bill was plain, and contained but 
a single provision, which the Senate must under- 
stand without any explanation from a committee. 

Mr. NORVELL perceived a strong necessity for 


routes. This was the correct principle. 

judgment, it needed no change. The people had 

called for none. The proposition had, he sup- 

posed, originated in a spirit of superlative econo- 

my, if not in a disposi‘ion to make political capi- 
| tal out of the question. 
|! yond ail precedent ever set in any legislative body 
on the same subject, it deserved a reference, and, as 
it belonged to no standing committee, he had asked 
that the bil! he referred to a select committee. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped the committee to 
which this bill was referred would consider whether 
a still ferther reform was not desirable—that of re- 
ducing the per diem from eight dollars to five or 
six do'lars per day. As gentlemen seemed to sup- 
pose it proper that we should travel by an air line 
| to and from Washington city, it might be proper 

to see if we could not subsist on air while we re- 
marks; in the course of which he examined the | sided here. Ifthe mileage was reduced, he was in 
various features of the antazonistical measure of |! favor of an inquiry into the propriety of reducing 
the Opposition. A fall report will be given here- || the per diem, and to compensate members only fur 
afer. l! their actual attendance to their duties. 
Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky followed, and spoke at | Mr. GRUNDY, in alluding to this matter, said 
some length in opposition to the bill. | there would always be more or less diffica.ty in 
Mr. FLOYD then took the floor, and spoke at | finding the true distance. He thovght the manner 
some length infavorof the bill; after Mr. F. had | of computing at present, was abvut right; those 
concluded— ‘| who got the most for mileage he knew made the 

Mr. BANARD obtained the floor; and, on his || most sacrices. There was nothing like conceal- 
motion, the committee rose, and | men: in him, and he should not disguise his senti- 

The House adjourned. | ments in relation to this matter; and although he 


| 
on that subject they had been tanght a pretty severe 
lesson once before,) ke should also vote against all 
attempts to reduce pay or mileage. It was a losing 
business with him as it was, bu: he was wiliing to 
bear his share of the public burden. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped that h's friend from 
Alabama would not press his motion, and that the 
Senate wculd meet the question fairly. He would 


f 
IN SENATE, ji 
Fripay, June 12, 1840. H 
Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee cn Na- l| 
val Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of | 
Catharine Bisker, asked to be discharged from 
a farther consideration thereof; which was agreed 
0, 


Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to which 


The line - 


Was referred the bill from the House for the relief 
of James J. Coffin, made an adverse repcrt 
thereon. . 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on the Pablic 

nds, to which was referred the bill sapplemental 
to an act entitled an act for the discontinuance of 
the office of surveyor general in the several dis- 
tricts, 70 soon as the surveys therein can be com- 
pleted, for abolishing land offices under certain cir- 
cumstances, and for other purposes, reported the 
same Without amendment. li 

Mr. CRITTENDEN , from the select committee |; 
to which was referred the subject of establishing a 
uniform law on the subject of bankruptcy, reported 
à bill, which was ordered to be printed, and 
eras Special order of. the day for ‘Tuesday 


Mr, MERRICK, from the Committee on the 


| 
I 
| 


speak with the greater freedom on this ques- 
tion, for he had never availed himself of charg- 
ing according to the long and more usual 
and cheapest rouie between his residence and 


his place; he meant the one by Charleston ; | 


ut he was, at the same time, in favor of a 
Peral allowance for travelling. He regarded it 

n erroneous view of the subject, to suppose that 
the regulation of the mileage should be exclusively, 
or-even principally, in reference to the expense of 
travelling. There is something in mere distance— 
of being far removed, so large a portion of the 
year, from our business, families, and homes, 
that ought to be taken into the estimate. It is dif- 
ficult, for those who have not actually experienced 
it, to say how high that estimate ought to place 
mileage in the scale of compensation allowed the 


members, But there is another and. connected 
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view of this point, in his opinion, of the highest 
Importance. If it be desirable to continue the seat 
of Government where it is, and to avoid the agita- 
lion of the exciting and dangerous questio» of re- 
moval, it wili be found not the least effectual 
means, to allow a liberal compensation for travel- 
ling. He would go farther—the rate of the allow- 


| ance is not without a bearing on the existence of 


: the Union itself. 
F. ` tant considerations into the estimate, 
Mr. DAVIS could not see atwf necessity for the :; 


be computed according to the usual travelling | 
In his 


Bat, extraordinary as the : 
main provision in.the bill was, novel as it was, be- | 


wou'd vote for no increase of pay or mileage, (for , 


If we take both of these impor- 
it will be found 
difficult to say how high a value ought to be 
attached to rate of compensation, that would induce 
the members from the distant portions of this 
vast confederacy to encounter willingly and cheer- 
fully all the sacrifices incident to absence for so 
long a time, and so far from business, family, 
home, and all the endearing relations of life, and 
the danger of one so low, as would be followed by 
an opposite state of feelings. Thus thinking, he 
was was in favor ofa liberal allowance for mile- 
age, and opposed to any reduction, which the law, as 
it now stands, authorizes. If there be any ambiguity 
in the Jaw,letit beexplained by a declaratory act, so 
that there may be uniformity in the rate of charging. 
This he thought desirable; but nothing more. He 
regarded all questions, touching the compensation 
ot the members of Congress, of great delicacy, and 
deserving careful consideration. Much depended 
on it. 

He had been in favor of the act’ which had 
changed the per diem into an annual compensa- 
tion, and experience had but confirmed him that 
its repeal had proved a public misfortune. Had 
it remained, the busicess of the country would 
have been despatched in much shorter time, and 
hebelieved much more satisfactorily to the country, 
and with great saving of time and money. But 
what was still more important, it would have done 
much to place the members above Executive influ-. 
ence, and thereby done much to keep the Govern- 
ment pure and within its assigned sphere. He 
thought so at the time, and told theenlightened and 
patriotic people, whom he then represented, so; 
and had the satisfaction of being supported by 
them in the ground he took. 


Mr. SEVIER expressed his decided cpposition 
to the measure. He was clearly of opinion that 
it was sent to the Senate with a settled convic- 
tion that it could not become a law, and that those 
who voted for it did not wish it to pass. He knew 
that he him-elf had a hard bargain to get here and. 
back upon the mileage allowed him, and that if it 
was cut down he would be considerably out of 
pocket. Sometimes, when the water was up, he 
could get bere ata low rate; but when he had to 
come by. land it was a different affair. He would 
defy any man to cume from his residence here in 
a direct line. In order to get here he must first go 
to Memphis, and from thence through Nashville, 
Knoxville, &c. to this place. He had to travel 300 
mies out of the way before he could get the right 
road.. No man could get to his regidence unless 
he went down the Ohio and Mississippi, or took an 
equally circuitous route by land; and here the bill 
of the House supposed that they must travel 
through the air, for they were to charge for their 
mileage by an air line. He had always charged 
by the long route, and so had his associates. It 
was merely playing with the Senate to send it such 
a bill, for those who passed it, never expected or 
desired that it should become a law. There was 
no use in sendiug it tu a special committee—it 
ought to be met and rejected at once; and if it was 
in order, he would make that motion. 

Mr. HUBBARD hoped the bill would be refer- 
red tu a select committee, and if it operated une- 
qually it should be amended. The great desidera- 
tum on this subject was some uniform rule. 
Whether the object would be attained by the pas- 
sage of this bill he was not prepared to say, but he 
was not at present prepared to vote against it. He 
hoped that the bill would be treated with that 
courtasy and respect which was due to a measure 
emanating from a co-ordinate branch of the Le- 
gislature. 

. Mr. SEVIER was not very solicitous about the 
matter. If the bill was referred, he pane 
would be referred to the Committee on Indian Afs 
fairs, 
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Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said he must think 
- the object, which he presumed the House had in 
view, was worthy of consideration, and he would 
submit it to the Senator from Arkansas, whether 
t was treating the House with due respect to charge 
them with of g nating a bill which they did not 
wish to pass. ‘Che object of it was to equalize the 
travelling of members of Congress, by a uniform 
male. By the existing law, members from the 
same place or neighborhood charged their mileage 
by different rales. Mr. C. had always charged by 
the territorial rule, although he went by the long 
route; and, owing to the facilities of steamboats 
and railroads, that route was the cheapest and 
quickest. But it was a fact, that members from 
the same neighborhood received different pay. 
The object of this bill was tu equalize it on the 
principle of the air line. But, whether this prin- 
ciple was right or not, the object of the bill was 
good, and Mr. C. wished it committed. 
The bill was then referred to a select committee 
to consist of five members. 


tion: 


Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolu- «| á 
'| T. thought, if the bill was to be acted on at this ses- 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to farnish, in the first week of the next session of | 


Congress, a tabular statement showing the amount 
at present received by each rank of the army as 


pay under the several allowances or emoluments, ! 


and what was received during the late war, under 


the same heads; and that, with a view to establish ! 


& fixed compensation or salary for each rank, he 
report, if any, what allowance will be necessary 
to be retained to give efficiency in actual service. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped that the Senate would 
unanimously consent to the consideration of the 
resolution at the present time, but 

Mr. PRESTON objecting, it was laid over until 
to-morrow, 

Mr. MERRICK submitted the following resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause to be prepared and 
submitted to Congress, as early as conveniently 
may be after the commencement of the next ses- 
sion, a plan and estimates for lhe improvement of 
Pennsylvania avenue west of the President’s 
square, and for the construction of a stone bridge 
across Reck creek, to connect the western terminus 
of said avenue with one of the principal streets of 
Georgetown. 

Resolved, further, That the President be requested 
to cause proper inquiry and examination to be 
made for the ascertainment of the best and most 
economical mode of correcting the inconveniences 
arising from the pulverization of the broken stone 
with which said avenue is covered between the 


Capitol and President’s square, and that he com- | 


municate the result to Congress at the commence- 

ment of the next session, with estimates of the 

probable cost of execution of any plans for reme- 

dying said inconvenience which he may approve. 
DISTRICT BANKS. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the bill to in- 
corporate the Bank of the District of Columbia 
was taken up, and read a second time. 

Mr. TAPPAN observed that it was the un- 
derstanding of the Senate, he believed, certainly 
his understanding, when all the bills on the sub- 
jeet of the banks of the District of Columbia 
were made the special order of the day, for the 
same day, with the bill reported by the chair- 
man of the Committee on the District of Colnm- 
bia, that they should all be taken up and con- 
sidered at the same time. There were several 
bills on this subject. Furst, there was 

The bill for the more easy collection of small 
bank notes within the District of. Columbia. 

2d. The bill for the collection of bank notes of 
and under the denomination of twenty dollars, is- 
sued by banks within the District of Columbia. 

3d. The bill to regulate the issuing and circulat- 
ing of bank paper in the Di-trict of Columbia. 

If it was in order and conformable to the usual 
ractice of the Senate, he would move that these 
three bills be taken up, and considered with the 
bill jast read. He was not suficieatly conversant 
with the rules of the Senate to know whether the 
motion was or was not in order, 


' had just been read by the Secretary, could not be 
| passed sub silentio, It would be discussed, and 
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m CHAIR said that the motion was not in 
order. 

Mr. TAPPAN. Then I move that the billto 
incorporate the banks of the District of Columbia 
be pestponed till the next session of Congress. 1 
shall, if this motion succeeds, move to postpone 
the other three bills, the titles of which I have read, 
with the view of offering the resolution which I 
hold in my hand, and which, for the information 
of the Senate and by its permission,I will read: 

“Strike out all after the enacting clanse and in- 
sert: That the charters of the Farmers’ and Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Georgetown, the Bank of 
the Metropolis, Patriotic Bank of Washington, and 
the Bank of Washington, in the city of Washing- 
ton, and the Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria, and the 
Bank of Potomac, in the town of Alexandria, be, 
and the same are hereby, extended to the 4th day 
of July, 1841, so far as to enable said banks to 
sue and be sued on apy contract now existing.” 

It was suggested “by the Senator from Mary- 
land,. when he moved to take up this bill, that it 
would probably occasion no argument. Now, Mr. 


sion, or whenever it was acted on, it would occa- 
sion much argument. Assuredly such a bill as 


many important subjects would be discussed with 
it. For himself, he preferred not going into the dis- 
cussion during this session. He preferred postponing 
it till the next, as they had as much business before 
them, with the bankrupt question, and other im- 
portant subjects, as would occupy all their lime; 
and no injury could result from this course. The 
object of the resolution was simply to postpone the 
further consideration of this subject till the next 
session, and in the mean time, to authorize the 
banks to collect the debts due to them—to continue 
their corporate powers for the sole purpose of 
suing and being sued. He supposed that they 
wanted it for no other purpose, as he understood 
that they had for a long time passed been doing no 
banking business. 

Mr. MERRICK suggested to the Senator from 
Ohio that, if these bills should be postponed, the 
resolution proposed by him would fall into the 
calendar, and might not be reached, or reached too 
late to pass both Houses. Mr. M. therefore, thought 
it better for Mr. T. to move to strike from this 


bill all but the enacting clause, and to insert his | 
resolution asa substitute for the bill; and, if this | 


motion prevailed, the resolution might then be so 
modified as to suit the views of the majority of the 
Senate. 

Mr. TAPPAN said that, at the time he made 
his motion, he supposed that that disposition of 
the bills would be most agreeable to the gentleman 
from Maryland. He now found that he was mis- 
taken, and that the Senator preferred a different 
course. He was willing to accedeto the gentle- 
man’s proposition, and he therefore moved to 


! strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill 


under consideration, and to insert his resolution in 
leu thereof. 

Mr. MERRICK then, in compliance with his 
pledge to Mr. Cray of Alabama, moved to post- 
pone the further consideration of the subject till 
to-morrow, which motion was agreed to. 
REPORT OF THE MILITIA COMMITTEE. 

The motion to print 20,000 copies of the report 
of the Committee on the Militia being taken up,- 
was debated at length by Messrs. CRITTENDEN, 
CUTHBERT, and CLAY of Alabama, pending 
whose remarks, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Farpay, June 12, 1840. ! 

The unfinished business of the morning hour | 
being the motion to recommit the report of the | 
Committee on Commerce in favor of a repeal of the | 
pilot law, 
Mr. HILLEN resumed and concluded his re- ; 
marks in opposition to the motion, and in favor of 
a repeal of the law. He, in the course of his re- 
marks, showed that under the law of the State of 
New York, a combination among the pilots could 
not exist, and repelled the charges of inefficiency 


Pte oa a 
and neglect of duty, which had been alleged against 
jhe Nex York pilots by the gentleman trom New 
York, [Mr. Curtis ] 

Mr. GRINNELL of New York then took the 
floor, and spoke until the expiraticu of the hour 
azainst the repeal of the law. : 

Mr. BOTTS submitted a preamble and resolu. 
tion, calling for information in relation to the pro. 
ceedings of the court martial in the case of Liente. 
nant Hooe, on which the preamble alleged that 
the testimeny of two colored men had been re- 
ceived. 

The preamble, accompanied by a resolution, 
hea read for the information of the House, as fol- 
ows: 

And whereas the introduction of negroes and pri- 
vate servants of the prosecutors as witnesses, to 
testify against the characters of gentlemen of tha 
navy, in the service of their country, is a practice, 
though sanctioned by the President of the United 
States, that will not be justified, and ought not to 
be tolerated by Scuthera men, or “Northern men 
with Southern principles,” and, if not arrested, must 
operate as a ruinous injury to the navy, to the hu- 
miliation of its officers, and to the infinite discredit 
of the Government; 

Resolved, therefore, That the Secretary of the Na- 
vy be required to communicate to this House a 
copy of the proceedings of the court martial held 
for the trial of Lieutenant George Hooe, that his 
wrongs may be promptly redressed, and the evils 
complained of corrected without delay. 

Mr. BOTTS said if it was objected to, he would 
move to suspend the rules, and call for the yeas 
and nays. He held himself responsible, both per- 
sonally and officially, for the truth of the facts al- 
leged in the preamble—responsible, there and else- 
where. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS objected to the re- 
ception of the resolution. He was opposed to any 
business being thrown in to interfere with the regu- 
lar business of the House. He was understood to 
say thathe did not know the bearing or purposes of 
the resolution—-whether it was intended to have le- 
gistative action upon it hereafter or not; and until 
he could understand the objects of the mover, he 
must object. 

Mr. BOTTS moved to suspend the rules, to en- 
able him to present the preamble and resolution, 
and on that motion demanded the yeas and nays. 
He would bring these Demociats up to the bull- 
ring. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, were— 
yeas 95, nays 85. So the rules were not sus- 
pended. 

Mr. BOTTS said his object was attained; he 
was satisfied; he had got the facts before the coun- 
try. 

{A Southern Democrat, in the neighborhood of 
Sleepy Hollow, was heard in an under tone to ex- 
claim, ‘‘ How well the Northern Abolitionists and 
Southern Whigs pull together in the traces, on the 
motion to suspend the rules for the reception of 
the resolution. It looks suspicious—it looks like 
concert and design.) ; 

Mr. M'KAY (who had voted with the most of 
the Southern men against the resolation, because it 
was ill-timed, and because they were by inferences 
challenged and dared to oppose it) moved the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, 
and he is hereby, directed to communicate to this 
House a copy of the proceedings of a court mar- 
tial held in May and Jane of 1839, for the trial of 
Lieut. George M. Hooe, of the Navy, with any ac- 
tion of the Executive had thereon. 

Mr. THOMAS said he must object to this reso- 
lution a!so, and to any interruption of the regular 
business. 

Mr. McKAY then withdrew it, and gave notice 
that he would offer it on to-morrow. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved to suspend the 
rules for the purpose of the House resolving itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD demanded the yeas and 
nays on that motion, which, being ordered, were— 
yeas 112, nays 72. So the rules were suspended, 


a 


the motion under the new rule requiring but a 
jority. 
mA NDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 


| 


The House then resolved itself into Committee ` 
of the state of the Union, (Mr. Banxs in the | 


chair,) and resumed the consideration of the Inde- 
pendent Treasury bill. l 

Mr. BARNARD, who was entitled to the floor, 
spoke till the hour of recess, without concluding, in 
opposition to the bill. 

EVENING SESSION. 
After the recess, a 
There being but about twenty members within 


the bar 

Mr. EVERETT thought that was rather too 
small a congregation for the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Barnarp] to address. He therefore 
objected to going again into committee, unless a 
greater number were present, and intimated his 
wish to have a call of the Heuse. 

Mr. McK AY thought the House had better go 
into committee, as in less time than it would take 
to have a call, it was probable a quorum would 


vi ner some farther debate of a desultory cha- `| 


racter, 

Mr. McKAY moved a call of the House, which 
was ordered by a vote of—yeas 37, nays 7. 

The call was then proceeded in for some time. 


Mr. EVERETT said that, as an additional nam- . 


ber of members had now arrived, he had no objec- |: 


tion to go into committee, and he therefore moved 
that all farther proceeding in the cali be sus- 
nded : 


On this motion, Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded 
‘the yeas and nays, which were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend, and it was negatived. 

The proceedings ot the call were then resumed, 
and the roli having been gone through, 80 mem- 
hers answered to their names. 

The doors were then closed, and the names of 
the absentees called, after which 86 members were 
found to be present. 

On motion of Mr. RHETT, all farther proceed- 
ings in the eall were then dispensed with. 

It was now five o’clock, when 

Mr. McCULLOH moved to adjourn; on which 
motion the yeas and nays were ordered, and result- 
ed—yeas 4, nays 95. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. DANA made an unsuccessful attempt to 
introduce a resolution requiring the CLERK to pnb- 


lish in one of the city newspapers, a list of the | 


yeas and nays on all subjects. 

After some debate of a conversational character, 
which terminated in a motion to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of receiving the resolution, 

Mr. EVANS raised a point of order, which 
was, that there being no quorum present, the 
Srxaxer could not entertain any question or mo- 
tion. ? 

The SPEAKER decided that, according to the 
geatleman’s own rule, his point of order could not 
be entertained, there being no quoram present. 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE a call of the 
House was again ordered, and proceeded in until 
125 members answered to theve names. 

A quoram now being present, and there being a 
sufficient number to listen to the remarks of the 
gentleman entitled to the floor, and to digest the 
same, by general consent, all further proceedings 
in the call were dispensed with. 

The House then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, and resumed the consideration of the 
Independent Treasury bill. 

Mr. BARNARD proceeded with his remarks in 
opposition to bill until 7 o'clock. 


Mr. GALBRAITH then took the floor, and ina ` 


very pointed manner commented upon the “‘pecu- 
liar exceliencees” of a National Bank, as compared 


With the system contemplated in this bill. Inthe ` 
course of his remarks, he quoted several striking || 


{ustances where the old United States Bank had 
shown how far such an institution was to be de- 
pended upon as a regulator of the currency. The 
speech of Mr. G. will appear as early as conve- 
nent, y 


i 


i 


| the Senator from Alabama. 
' have the bill debated during the morning hour,and . 


ea mapper 
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Mr. SHEPARD next obtained the floor, but 
gave way to a motion that the committee rise. 

The committee then rose, and, at 9 o'clock p.m. 
the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Satorpay, June 14, 1840. . 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a preamble and reso- 
lutions passed by the Board of Trade of the city of 
New York, explaining certain portions of their 
memorial, heretofore presented to the Senate, on 
the subject of the bankrupt law; which were laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted documents in relation to 
the claim of Osmond Peters and others, officers at- 


tached to the United States revenue service, to the | 


same pay and allowances as officers of similar 
grade in the navy; which were referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 


to which was referred the bills from the House, , 


For the relief of Fielding Pratt; 

For the relief of Job Wood; 

For the relief of Peter Hedrick; 

For the relief of Niel Shannon; 

For the relief of George Morris; 

For the relief of Levi Johnston; and 
For the relief of Samuel B. Hugo; 


: made adverse reports thereon; which were ordered 


to be printed. 
Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, 


| to which was referred the bill from the House for 


the relief of Chauncey Rice, reported the same 
without amendment. 
Mr. PRENTISS, from the same committee, to 


! which was referred House bills 


For the relief of Martha Strong, and ` 
For the relief of Thomas Wilson, 
made adverse reports thereon; which were or- 


| dered to be printed. 


Mr. LINN, from the Commiitee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the bill for 
the relief of Elihu Hall Bay, reported the same 
without amendment, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 7 


Mr. NICHOLAS submitted the following reso- 


lution, which was considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- | 


structed to inquire iato the propriety of providing 
by law for the payment of the balance due John 


Mitchell and Ben. F, Fox, contractors for building | 


the branch mint at New Orleans. 


The resolation submitted yesterday by Mr. SE- , 


VIER, was considered and agreed to. 


Bank of the District of 
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oe aa on the unfinished business, to pro- 
ceed. 


Mr. BENTON asked if this was not the bill to 


. recharter all the banks of the District in one. 


Mr. MERRICK replied that the object of the 
original bill was to charter a single bank for the 
District of Columbia, ia the place of the present 


: ones, whose charters were about to expire. But 


the question now was on striking out that bill and 


, inserting a mere power for existing banks to con- 


' summate their contracts. 


; go into the discussion of it quite readily. 


Mr. BENTON observed, that if there was nota 
pending question which he thought should be disposed 
of before this was touched, he would be willing to 
But if it 
was to be made a half hour’s job of, it must be be- 
cause his intellectual and physical powers gave 


_ out. He had himself offered a resolution, which 
: was now on the table, declaring that the Senate 


would not consider the subject of rechartering these 
banks while they remained ina state ef non-pay- 


|’ ment. The Congress of the United States was the 


local Legislature of the District of Columbia, and it 
had as yet done nothing to compel the banks here 


| to fulfil their obligations, though they made greal 


| banks, 


:; complaint of the manner in which the State Legis- 


latures sanctioned the suspensions of the State 
We complain, said Mr. B. of the manner 


'! in which the banks overthrew the currency of the 


i Constitution, and substituted depreciated paper in 


lieu of it, while we, who are, so far as these banks 
are concerned, the local Legis'ature of the District, 
are about to sanction the same thing; for what else 
was it but sanctioning their delinquencies, and de- 
claring that they may suspend when they please, 
and as long as they please, if Congress went on to 
give them new charters? We have now been here, 
said Mr. B. near seven months—and close by the 
dog days, and the Congress of the United States had, 
as yet, taken no step towards suppressing the cir- 


- culatiun of depreciated paper, and the importation 


| of all the broken bank currency of the country. 


Why, the District of Columbia is the reservoir iato 
which all the broken bank curreney of the country 
is poured; and that, too, under the very eyes of 
Congress, which has as yet taken no steps towards 
protecting the interests of those who had become 
the prey of those banks, through Congressional le- 
gislation. He assured the Senator from Maryland 
that the passage of the bill was not such a little 
half hour’s job as he supposed it to be. He in- 


'i tended to use his best exertions to put an end to the 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama thought it would be ` 


better to-dispose of the unfinished bnsiness of the 
morning hour, which was the motion to print 
20,000 copies of the report of the Committee on 
the Militia. - : 

Mr. MERRICK said that he bad no intention to 
interrupt the debate on the motion alluded to by 
His object was to 


would move to lay it on the table, should it not be 


disposed of before one o’clock. He, however, : 
thought there would be no difficulty in disposing of © 


i it in the course of half an hour. 
Mr. TAPPAN thought the Senator from Mary- ' 


land (Mr. Mrraics] was mistaken in his estimate 
of the time that would be necessary for the consi- 


deration of this measure before it could be disposed | 


of. The Senate would first have to take the vote 


on the amendment offered by himself, to which. 


other amendments would probably be offered. 
These would lead to debate—earnest and pro- 


tracted debate on the important principlesinvolved. 


There was great diversity of opinion in relation to 


the power of Congress to legislate on this subject, : 


and even those who admit the power are di- 
vided in sentiment as to the expediency, or the ex- 
tent, of its exercise. The Senator would therefore 
see that instead of half an hour, days wou'd pro- 
bably be consumed in the debate. He would 
submit to that Senator whether any thing could be 
gained by pressing the subject-at the present mo- 
ment, and whether it would not be better to permit 


‘without any long discussion. - 


' scandalous state of things which existed here—a 
| state of things which shut the mouths of Congress 
| Mr. MERRICK moved to take up the bill for | 
' the incorporation of the 
ʻi Columbia. ` 


from saying any thing with regard to the abuses 


© existing in the States; for the evil was worse here 


than any where else. The gentleman might go on 
when he pleased with his. half hour’s job; but he 
would find, when he began it, that it would not end 
so soon as he imagined. He (Mr. B.) was willing 
to sit it out till the stars appeared in the evening, 
and from then till they disappeared in the morning, 
but what he would have some remedy applied te 
the great and crying grievances suffered by the 
people of this District. eg 

Mr. MERRICK said the subject of this bill bad 
been before the Senate for several months, and M. 
had hoped and expected that every Senator would 
have made up his mind so as to act on the subject 
Mr. M. had not the 
power to convince the Senator from Missouri on 
this subject, but he would cheerfully submit to the 
will of a majority of the Senate. It was of great 
importance that the peuple of the District should 
know soon what was to be done by Congress in re- 
lation to their banks, and Mr. M. hoped the Senate 


' would now consent to take up the subject. 


i 
i 
H 
k 


| 
| 
| 
i 


Mr. GRUNDY strongly expressed the hope that 
the Senator from Maryland weuld not press the. 
question at this time. 

And Mr. MERRICK withdrew his motion. 

REPORT OF THE MILITIA COMMITTEE. 

The motion to print 20,000 copies of the report 

of the Committee on the Militia was taken up, 


: and Mr. CLAY of Alabama continued his remarks 
| at much length, and was replied to by Mr. PRES- 
TON. 


Mr. SOUTHARD then moved to add to the re- 
port of the committee the letter of the Secretary 


A H ai 
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manea 
fo War to the chairman of the Committee of the H the subject. He contended that if Congress should 


Militia in the House of Representatives, 

This motion was discussed by Messrs. SOUTH- 
ARD, ROANE, FULTON, WRIGHT, and 
PHELPS, and disagreed to—ayes 11, noes 22, as 
follows: .- 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky,, Davis, 
Dixon, Huntington, Phelps, Presion, Ruggles, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, and 
White—11. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, S:range, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Wall, and Wright—22. 

The question then recurring on the motion to 
print the report of the Committee on the Militia, it 
was agreed to—ayes 23, noes 11, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Benton, Brown, Cal- 


houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grun- | 


dy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Wall, Wright, and Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Davis, 
Dixon, Huntington, Phelps, Preston, Ruggles, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, and 
White—11. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said as the gentlemen 
on the opposite side of the chamber professed to be 
anxious that the public should have light on this 


undertake to legislate, it should establish some ge- 
neral system. This law which is propased to be re- 
pealed, doss not attempt’ to regulate the fees of 
pilots, which was a most important particular, but 
leave itio the two States interested in the law to 
setile. He thought it better to give the State 
charge ofthe whule matter. He then snoke of the 
law passed by the Legislature of New York, subse- 
quent to the passage of the law of Congress, which 
he considered ample in its provisions to protect the 
merchants against the fear of combinations of pilots. 
That law permitted any man who was competent 
to get a license, to act as pilot, and therefore there 
could be no monopoly. ‘The law, he said, broke 


up the combination complained of by the gentle- . 


men who opposed the repeal of the law of Congress, 
and such combination was not prevented by the 
law of Congress. 

He then spoke of the gallantry of the pilots belong- 


'| ing to his State, a portion of whom had petitioned 


. for the repeal of this law. They asked no favor, 
` and were too gallant and daring to fear competi- 


subject, he moved that twenty thousand copies of 
the plan of the Secretary of War for the organiza- | 
tion of the militia, and the plans of General Knox ` 


and General Harrison on the same subject, be 
rinted for the use of the Senate. 


Mr. DAVIS moved an adjournment; which was | 


carried. 
And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satourpay, June 13th, 1840. 


The CHAIR announced that the first business | 


‘in order was the motion of the gentleman from 
‘New Jersey [Mr. Ranpotrx] io recommit to the 
Committee on Commerce the bill reporied from 
that committee by the gentleman from Maryland, 
(Mr. HiLLEN] to repeal the law of 1837, regulat- 
ing pilots. 

Mr. GRINNELL, who was entitled to the floor, 
resumed his remarks in opposition to the repeal of 
the law, and in reply to the gentleman from Mary- 
land, [Mr. HiLLEN.] 
chants of New York bad oppressed the pilots. He 


then related the circumstances of the loss of the , 
Mexico, and attributed, in some degree, the loss of | 


that vessel to the inattention and negligence of the 
pilots of New York. 

After speaking of the great losses of property, and 
many evils before the passage of the law of 1837, 
he showed the beneficial effects of that Jaw. He 
then spoke of the necessity of having strict laws 
to induce the pilots to do‘their duty, some of 
whom would not adhere to any law or any regula- 
tions. But he bore testimony that there were 
honorable exceptions to that imputation, and 
argued that the pilots had, since the passage of the 
now proposed to be repealed, and which created 
a competition among them, done their duty well. 

Mr. MONROE of New York obtained the floor, 
and movod the previous question; but gave way at 
the suggestion of 

Mr. HOLLEMAN, who advocated the repeal 
of the law. He was surprised that Congress had 
undertaken to legislate at all upon the subject. He 


had some doubt whether it had the constitutional | 


power to do so—it was at least doubtfal, or could 


only be involved as an incidental right under the | 


general power to reguiate commerce. He argued 
that the pilot system could be much better regu- 
Jated by the States. He thought it very singular 
that, after the expiration of so many years ef State 
regulation previous to the pasyage of this law in 
1837, Congress should not be called upon to pass 
a general law, if legislation was necessary, instead 
of being asked to pass cne of a local character, to re- 
gulate the pilots only of Jersey and New York. 
He telieved it would be much better if the matter 
had been left with the States, which always had 
had charge of it, and which properly understood 
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He denied that the mer- | 


i 
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j 
| 
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| 


| 
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tion, but they believed the law was unjust. He 


then spoke of the manner in which the pilots of |; 
his State had been denounced, in the same manner | 


as those of New York, without proper cause. If 
they were deserving of any censnre for inattention, 
it grew out of ihe lowness of their wages at the 
time, and not for the want of industry on 
their part. They could not then live at the 
prices paid, and there was no incentive to 
action. The Legislature of this State took the 
subject in hand, raised their rates, and the conse- 
quence was, that the complaints ceased. They 
are not fotnd lurking in shore as had been former- 
ly charged, but could be found riding out the 


| tempest even in the gulf stream. All this, he said, 


had been done without: ihe enactment of the law 
of Congress. After speaking of the hard-hips and 
merits of the pilots generally, Mr. H. moved the 
previous question. 

The morning hour having expired, the subject 
was passed by. 

Mr. WISE, by general consent, offered, on be- 
half of his colleague, [Mr. Botts,] who was ab- 
sent on the Commi'tee of Elections, the following 
resolution, as a substitutz for that offered by that 
gentleman on yesterday, which was read and 
agreed to, under the operation ef the previous 
question, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
directed to communicate to this House a copy of 
the record of all the proceedings of the naval court 
martial held on board the United Siates ship Ma- 
cedonia, then lying in Pensacola bay, for the trial 
of Lieutenant George M. Hooe; together with the 
appreval, if any, of the judgment of the court by 


' the Secretary of the Navy; the remonstrances, if 


any, of the said Lieutenant Hooe, addressed to the 
President of the Ugited States, and all the proceed- 
ings of the Executive thereon. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the rules were 
suspended, and the House resolved itself into 


| Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Bangs in. the 


chair,) and resumed the consideration of the In- 
dependent Treasury bill. 

Mr. SHEPARD spoke at some length in sup- 
port of the bill, which he contrasted with the pro- 


posed scheme of the Opposition. He replied to the | 


principal objections which had been urged against 
an Independent Treasury, and showed that they ex- 
isted only in the heated fancy and distempered 
imaginations of its opponents, Hle set forth, in a 
striking manner, the good effects which would re- 
sult from its adoption, and, among others, the ten- 
dency it would have in resiraining the shameful ex- 
pansions of paper currency by the banks. He de- 
monstrated that in case of the re-establishment of a 


' National Bank, similar disastrous consequences 
` must inevitably result to those which had marked 


the career of the United States Bank. He also ad- 


` verted to a variety of other matters in connection 
_ with the currency of ihe country. 


Mr. EDWARDS of Pennsylvania obtained the 
floor, and opposed the bill, He argued in favor of 
a National Bank asa regulator of the currency; 
and to sustain his positions, adveried to the state 
of the currency when that institution was in exis- 
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tence. He pursued pretty much the same course 
of argument against the bill as had been indulged 
in by others. — 

When Mr. E. had finished, and there being no 
other person who claimed the floor to speak, the 
cry of question, question, was called from every 
part of the hall; when 

Mr. DAVIES moved that the committee rise; and 
the committee having been divided on that motion 
there were—ayes 20, noes 40. 4 

The committee refused to rise; but there being 
no quorum, the CHairMaN rose and reported 
that fact to the House. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE remarked, that if there had 
been a quorum present in committee, the question 
could have been taken. Therefore, to compel the 
attendance of a quorum, he moved a call of the 
House. 

Mr. MORGAN moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded the yeas and 


` nays on that motion; which, having been ordered, 


iaaii geara fas 


were—yeas 35, nays 50. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 
The hour of 2$ o’clock having arrived, the House 
tcok a recess. 
EVENING SESSION. 
The question pending being on the motion for a 
call of the House, after some conversational de- 


i bate asto the propriety of going into committee 


without a quorum, 

Mr. ANDREWS demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. LUNCOLN, in a very earnest manner, 
wished to call the attention of gentlemen to the im- 
propriety of suffering the debate to go on, unless 
there was a quorum in attendance, For what pur- 
pose did gentlemen speak on this or any other mea- 
sure? Was it to influence the country alone? If 
so, then it would be better to have no call, but to 
check at once all further debate, and go home to 
the people, and not continue the course pursued on 
last week, when gentlemen were speaking to empty 
benches. He wished to be distinctly understood 
as insisting that there should either be a quorum in 
attendance, or that the debate should cease altoge- 
ther. If there was to be no quorum, he would 
call on every gentlemen to say for what purpose 
was this debate continued? If the speeches were 
not intended to influence the votes of members, but 
were made to the country, why not at once go home 
to the people? If they were not made to affect the 
votes here, for what purpose did gentleman remain? 
Tt might be the fault of his eariy education; but 
from his youth, he had always understood that the 
object of discussion was to influence the minds of 
those who had to decide upon a question on whic’ 
an issue was made. : 


If gentlemen did not hope to influence the minds 
of those who had to decide upon this measure, it 
would be far better to take the question at once, 
and go home. So far'as he was concerned, from 
his experience during the past week, he was ready 
to vote without any further delay; for he was per- 
fectly convinced in his own mind that any thing 
which might be said would not influence asy gen- 
tleman opon the floor. It was evident that their 
minds were already made up. If any one doubted 
that fact, and would rise in his place and say that 
the mind of but a single member was open te con- 
viction, he would be willing to stay here until the 
last day of his life, rather than the subject should 
not be fairly discussed. Bat, if no one would rise 
and say his mind was open to conviction, -then he 
prayed gentlemen to decide 1o what purpose was 
the argument continued here. For himself, he 
was ready to go home, and do what he never did, 
and what no man from his own State had ever 
done, which was, to go home, and appeal from the 
House to the good sense of the people of his State. 
Yes, he was ready to go there, and offer his argu- 
ment, impressed, as he was, with the propriety, 
under such circumstances, of discontinuing all fur- 
ther debate, when the minds of those who had to 
decide the question were already made up. He 
wished it to be distinctly understood, that, from that 
time forth, he would not consent to the debate g0- 
ing on, unless there should be a quorum. With 
all due humility, as far as he was personally con- 
cerned, he had considered it his duty thus to enter 
his protest against the present course of proceed- 


ings, and to object to a question being arzued, u..- 
less there was a quorum presen! to hear that argu- 


ment. , 
The yeas and nays then being ordered on the 


- resahed—yeas 63, nays 55. So thecall was or- 
dered, and proc-eded in unti! 141 members an- 
swered to their names. 


A qacram now being present, a motion to sus- | 


nd all farther proceedings in the call prevailed. 

The House then went again iato Commitee of 
the Whole, (Mr. Banks,) and resumed th+ conside- 
ration of the 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

No member claiming the floor, there was a ge- 
neral cry of “question.” 

Mr. POPE then rose and intimated his wish to 


address the committee, tut not being prepared | 
with his books and papers he wished to use, he | 


was willing to waive his right to any other geatle- 
mn, should the committe not be disposed to rise. 

Mr. HOLMES moved that the committee rise. 

This motion was negatived—ayes 68, noes 69. 

Mr. BURKE of Mew Hampshire then tock the 
flor, and at some length advocated the bill, and 
set forth in a lucid manner its great superiority 
over the favorite measure of the Opposition. 

Mr. POPE then renewed the motion that the 
committee rise; which motion prevailing, the cum- 
mittee thereupon rose. 

Mr. LINCOLN, by leave, presented, on behalf 
of his absent Colieagaeé, Mr. Anpor Lawrence. 
two petitions—one trom Mary Davenport, for a 
pension; the other from the executors of Wm. 

“Gray, praying for a liquidation of certain claims 
for the account of French spoliations, &c., which 
were appropriately referred. 

And tnen the Honse adjourned. 


IN SENATE, > 
Monpay, June 15, 1840. 


Tee PRESIDENT. communicated a report from 
the Secretary of the Nany, in answer to the resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 18th March last, in rela- 
tion to the construction of steam ships; which was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a petition from certain 
citizens of Ohio, contractors for carrying the United 
States mail, praying for some allowance for extra 
services; referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Merrick 
oa Saturday last, in relation to the improvement 
of Pennsylvania avenue, was considered and 
agreed to, 

On motion by Mr. YOUNG, leave was granted 
io Edward D. Tippett to withdraw his | petition and 
papers. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of Reynold Coates, Walter 
R. Johnson, and Will:am B. MeMuririe; 

The bill to authorize Charles L. Fleischman to 
take out a patent; 

The bill tor the relief of William P. Rathbone; 
and . 

The bill to provide for the organization of a 
company of sappers, miners, and pontoniers. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the bill 
fiom the House for the relief of Chilton Allen, and 
others, reported the same unfavorably, without 
amendment. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama addressed the S:nate as 
follows : Mr. President, I feel it my duty to cor- 
rect a statement whieh I find in the National In- 
telligencer of this morning, as tothe motion made 
by me on Satarday evening, to print 20,000 copies 
of the report of the Secretary of War, for the re- 
organization and discipline of the militia. ©The 
paragraph to which | refer is in the following 
words: 

“It was near six o'clock, when ‘Mr. CLAY of 
Alabama said he was willing to move for th 
Printing of 20,000 copies of the report of the Se 
cretary with the other documents, and did make 
that motion, when there were cries of ‘adjourn, 
adjourn !? 
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| agoto extend the charters of these banks up to 


_ ‘And cu motion of Mr. Sevier, the Senate ad- 
journed.” 


Now this statement is untrue, and of course un- 


i| fair, m several particulars: 
Motion tor a call of the House, were taken, and | 


- 1 It was near six o'clock when I made the mo- 
tion; but it was made at ihe eartiest practicable 
moment after the motion to prin’ 20,000 copies of 
the report ot the Committee on the Militia was de- 


cided, which was in strict conformity with the in- — 


tation of my purpose to do so, thrown out in the 
previous debate. 


after the motion to print the committee’s report 


was decided. Idid not wait purposely (as might | 


be inferred from the Intelligencer) till the moment 
fer adjournment arrived. 
2. I said nothing about my willingness to make 


l suffered no time to elapse : 


the motion; but moved directly, and distinctly, to 


print, for public information, the plan of Mr. Poin- 
sett, with the plans proposed by Gen. Knox ‘and 
Gen. Harrison, in their respective reports. 

3. The Senate did not adjourn on the motion of 
my friend, the Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Sz- 
vieR;] he expressed his willingness to vote for my 
motion, if the Opposition desired them printed; but 
they adjourned on the motion of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Davis;] .which mation was 


made while my motion was pending, and undeter- . 


mined. 


And I will now add, that my motion to print : 


the extraordinary number of the several plans 


mentioned for the organization and discipline of | 


the’ militia, was not a mere ruse, but was made in 
good faith, to give light to the public; and if ‘the 
gentlemen on the other side will call up that mo- 
tion, I will still vote for it. 


l have felt 1 ss inclined to ascribe these errors to ` 


accident, on account of another misstatement of 
` the Intelligencer, which has appeared daily, at the 

head of our proceedings upon Mr. Poinsett’s 1e- 

pori. That paragraph is in the following words: 

“The Senate resumed the considerat.on of the 
motion to print 20,800 copies of the report of the 
Committee on the Militia on Mr. Poinseti’s project 
for a standing army of 100,000 militia. 

Now, sir, Mr. Poinsett has submitted no “plan 
for a standing army of 100,000 militia.” His plan 
purports to be one for the reorganization and discipline 
of the militia. I understand Reporters are admit- 
ted here to give a transcript of our proceedings 
that is, a statement of facts, and not their constr 
tion or inferences. We are sufficiently libeligd 


slandercd by letter writers. Iam atleast unwiffing . 


to tolerate itin Reporters. 


THE DISTRICT BANKS. 


On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the bill t 
porate the several banks of the District of Colum- 
bia, was taken up, the question being on the 


incor- | 


amendment offered by Mr. Tappan to continue the | 


charters for two years, for the sole purpose of en- 
abling the banks to wind up their affairs. 


Mr. MERRICK said, it was not now his inten- .| 


tion to press the original bill. His sole object was 
to take up the amendment, and propose such 


amendments and modifications to it as might be | 


deemed necessary. The Senate would perceive 
that the object of his amendment was to extend the 


charters of these banks till the 4th of July, 1842, ` 
unless Congress should think proper, in the mean | 


time, to abolish them. The object cf the amend- 
ment of the Senator-from Ohio was only to extend 
their charters, soasto allow them to collect their 
existing debts. Now he would mention one 
fact to the Senate. They could not, in the ordi- 
nary course of law, collect the debts due them by 
the 4th of July, 1842, because a suit at law. must 
go through three sessions of the court, and these 
sessions are siy months apart. 


Besides, he thought ` 


It would be onerous, oppressive, aad illiberal to re- : 


quire the banks to proceed at once to the collection 


-of their debts by suit at law. He would further 


remark that there was due to these banks, from the 


people of this District, upwards of two and a half . 


millions of dollars, a sum too large to be co!lecied 
in so shorta time, without causing great distress 
to the community. 

Mr. GRUNDY inquired of the chairman of the 
cemmiitee if the bill contained the same restric- 
tions as were imposed by the bill passed two years 


| restrictions and liabilities imposed 
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this time? e 

Mr. MERRICK said he believed it did; with 
one or two exceptions, not now deemed neces- 
sary. 

‘Mr. GRUNDY said he was averse to leaving 
these banks in a continued state of suspension, 
He wanted to put them in the same conditiun that 
they were put two yearsago. He hoped the Sena- 
tor from Maryland would conform, as far as possi- 
ble, to he provisions of the bill passed two years 
ago. 

Mr. MERRICK expressed his readiness to make 
the necessary amendments, and offered the follow- 
ing: 

“So far as to enable said banks to sue and be 
sued on any contract now existing,” and insert in 
lieu thereof, “eighteen hundred and forty-two, un- 
less Congress shall otherwise order and direct.” 

And also inserting a proviso that the banks shall 
resume specie payments whenever the banks in 
Virginia and Maryland shall resume. 

Mr. M. said that this proviso was inserted inthe | 
act of 1838, which extended the charters of these“ 
banks to this time. f 

Mr. KING suggested to the Senator from Ma- 


` rylaad, [Mr. Merrics;] the propriety of striking 


out the proviso, which seems to authorize the sus- 
pension of specie payments by the banks of this 
District, until those of Virginia and Maryland 
should resume. Tis true, such a proviso was con- 
tained in the resolution adopted two years. past, 
which was offered by the Senator from Missouri, 
[Mr. Benron,] for the extension of these very 
banks, then in a state of suspension. He consider- 
ed it wrong then, and no less so now. For one, he 
would not consent, by any legislation, to give a 


i sanction to the suspension of specie payments by 


the banks of this District, nor would he, in any . 
shape or form, release them from their obligations 
to the people. They are now subject to suit, on a 
failure to pay their notes on presentation. Every 
holder may, if he chooses, recover the amount held 
by him, with damages. This right he wouid not, 
in the slightest degree, impair. Mr. K. said he 
should vote fur the proposed extension, believing, 
as he did, that it was essential to the preservation 
of the interests of the people of the District; but m 
doing so, he must have the banks subject to all the 
upon them by 
their charters. i oS 

Mr. MERRICK then withdrew the proviso. 

Mr. ALLEN wished to inquire of the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. Meragicx] whether these 
banks complied with all the conditions of the act of 
1838, by which their charters were extended. 

Mr. MERRICK said that, so far as he was ad- 
vised, they did. a . 

Mr. ALLEN. Are they paying specie now? 

Mr. MERRICK said they were not. They sus- 
pended from causes not within their own control. 
‘When he answered the gentleman's inquiry whe- 
ther the banks had complied with the conditions of 
their charters, he did not know: that he had specie 
payments in view. g 

Mr. ALLEN said that it was a matter of noto- 
riety that these banks did not exist. ‘They had no 
legal existence whatever, They had not complied 
with the conditions by which their charters were 
extended, one of which was that they should com- 
mence and continue the payment of specie for 
their notes, on demand. They did not pay specie, 
and every body knew it. It should be known that 
they existed by usurpation, and here was an at- 
tempt to legalize this usurpation. He wanted the 
whole of the facts to be spread before the country. 
Who, he asked, had petiticned for the extension of 
these charters, and how many had signed these pe- 
titions? These banks had keen standing out noto- 
riously in violation of the Jaw, and by the inflic- 
lion of the deepest injuries on the community, had 
violated the-law, and defied the power of Congress, 
„within the sweep of its flag; and now it was asked, 
at the end of the session, withvut their being any 


| particular information before them as to the siate 


of these institutions, to grant them more charters, 
or, in other words, sanction their violation and. de- 
fiance of the laws of the land. He wanted to see 
something of the condition of these institutions, 
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and whether or not they had complied with the 


conditions by which their charters were extended, 
He called the attention of the Senator from Mary- 
Jand to this subject long ago, and urged him to 
bring it up in time to be acted on, notifying him 
that it could not be got through with without the 
fullest investigation. 
bim “confirmation strong as proof from holy writ,” 
of the danger to this Government which existed in 
banking institutions. When it was seen that in 
that body, renowned for its intelligence and 
patriotism, these banks, after having violated their 
charters, aud set the laws at defiance, could 
coolly walk in and claim the renewal of their 
charters, as if they had a right to act with impunity, 
and the Legislature was bound to obedience, it was 
enough to excite the gloomiest apprehensions. He 
would not go at length into this subject now, but he 
could not repress the deep indignation he felt at the 
matter-of-course way in which these banks attempt- 
ed to get through with the renewal of their charters. 
All that was said against these abuses was an- 
swered by the cry, You are opposed to banks. He 
looked upon the present proposition as equivalent 
to a perpetual charter. They had already been 
chartered for two years on three conditions, not one 
of which was complied with; and though this was 
notorious, yet the Senate was about to charter them 
again. Where was the use of imposing conditions, 
if these institutions set them at-defiance? It was 


in vain to impose conditions on them, for there was | 


no power to punish them for violating those condi- 


tions. They had violated their charters wiih im- |, 
! the employment of money, and it was in vain to 


punity in the face of the courts, and inthe face 


of the Legislature which was now invoked to grant ; 


them more charters. You have not, said Mr. A. 
power to punish them, and yet you talk of imposing 
restrictions on them. Have you not already re- 
strictions enough? Their original charters declare 
that they shall not suspend specie payments; they 
have suspended, and you have legalized the sus- 
pension. They went on te violate the conditions 
iwposed on them, and you have lega'ized that vio- 
tion. He did not intend to go at length into this 
subject, but if this question was persisted in, then 
he and others on his side of the chamber were to be 
heard in behalf of the abused people of the District 
of Columbia. This people had petitioned for an 
' extension of their rights as freemen; but that was 


not considered a matier of suffizient moment to re- |! 


quire legislation; but the banks had petitioned for 
a renewal of their charters, and it was deemed a 
matter of such impcriance, that it must be hurried 
through, without any statements witi regard to 
their condition, or, in fact any information what- 
ever. 

Mr. TAPPAN would suppose, from the obser- 
vations that had fallen from the chairman of the 
committee, [Mr. Meraicx] that his only object was 
to give to the banks time to setile up their affairs. 
His amendment had the same object in view; but 
as the Senator said that suits at law could not be 
determined in the time allowed, he would suggest 
to him that his object could be accomplished by 
extending it. He had no desire to press the banks 
to an immediate collection of their debis. He 
thought with the Senator from Maryland, that it 
would be a hardship on the people of the District, 
and he did not wish to impose it on them. He 
would suggest to the Senator that the amendment 

“originally offered, would accomplish all he desired, 
by extending the time. 


Mr. SMITH of Connecticut expressed his objec- | 


tions to the bili on the ground ihat Congress did 
not possess the power to incorporate institutions to 
furnish a circulating medium. 

Mr. MERRICK said he did not intend to enter 
into a discussion with the Senator from Ohio, 


[Mr. Atten.] The gentleman remarked that he | 


gave him notice some time ago that he wished this 
subject brought up at an early day. Now the Se- 
nator must be aware that it was not in his power 
to bring it up earlier than he did. He had brought 
it up at the first moment that it was possible to 
do so. 

Mr. BENTON spoke at length in opposition to 
the bill, and to the impolicy of extending the char- 
ters of these banks, without suitable restrictions. 
He considered the present question as equivatent 


All these matters were to ' 
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to one for a perpetual charter. Was it ever 
known that the time granted by a Legislature to a 
bank to wind up its affairs had been used for that 
purpose. No, sir, (said Mr. B.)when the old char- 
ter of the first Bank of the United States was be- 


fore Congress, a proposition was made to allow | 
them two years to wind up in, and the answer |, 
to that proposition was: It is improper to g:ant | 
i! their duty to settle up their affairs, pay off their 
| debts, and be done with it. Instead of that, they 


them the two years—for that time will be used for 
gaining a new charter, and not in winding up. It 


was further answered that a charter was not neces- || 
' extension of their charters, though refusing to re- 


sary to enable them to wind up, because they could 
make an assignment of their 
would answer the same purpose. The two years 
were not allowed them, and he (Mr. B.) 
could undertake to say that they were twenty 
years in winding up their affairs. There 
was no necessity therefore in extending the charters 
of these banks, for if the object was for them to 
wind up their affairs, they could do so as weil with- 
outa charter as with one. It seemed to him that 
to go on in this way, was to make a mere bur- 


| lesque of legis!ation, and that it was converting the 
Congress of the United Staies into a place for mere - 
It seemed that having created insti- © 


child’s play. 
tutions superior to law, they went on to trample 
on the law, and that Congress, unable to control 
them, yielded perpetually to their demands. What 
occasion was there for banks of circulation in this 
Distric? What occasion was there for paper mo- 


ney? Did not the Federal Government pay out ; 
' five times as much hard money as the business of 


the place could employ. There were limitations to 


seek to go beyond them. What were these charters 
granted for? That certain individuals might put 


| out, bits of paper, stamped with pictures, for which ;: 
| they get the hard money that is put out by the Go- 
n yernment, and which is carried to Philadelphia to 

| be shipped to Europe. 


Those who issued these 
bits of paper, affected to be under the necessity of 
stopping whenever other stopped. Oae bank s'ops, 
and falsely charges it upon the Administration— 
thereupon every one stops, and each says, I don’t 
stop because there is a necessity for it, but because 


others have stopped. Thus they go 0a in acircle. | 


What next? In that entire circle they all say, we 
are ready to begin paying specie, when the others 


do so; but they are all so exceedingly modest that | 


no one will set the example. Why not commence 
here? Why it is said they cannot pay specie here, 
becadse others at a distance do not. Now you 
might as well tell me that you cannot eat bread 
and drink water, for the same reasons. If the 
banks really wanted to resume and continue pay- 


ment of specie, all they had todo was to banish ` 


broken bank paper from weir counters. If they 
_would do this, and continue it, they would have 


more gold and silver attheir counters, than they | 


wili be able to employ. How was it witu ihe New 


i York banks? They were now abso'u'ely chuked 


up with gold and silver, and all this was in conse- 
quence of their havitg resumed specie payments, 
and continued them. I tell the gentleman, said 
Mr. B. that it is in vaia to say that they cannot 
maintain specie payments here. I tell him that it 


can be done in the smallest possible space; and that | 


by the simple process of receiving no broken bark 


paper. If the banks in the Di-triet, instead of cir- 
culating insolvent paper, would neither receive | 
hor pay out such paper, they would, instead of sus- |- 
pending, have more speci? than they would know is 
© to the community. 
yond the power of any Legislature to pass such 


whatto do with. He would saya wordor two 
with regard to the actual condition of these banks. 
We continued, said he, their charters, on condition 


that they were to do certain acts, and they have vi- n 
' any community, and the exercise of it was a ysur- 


olated it. In the first place, they were required to 


i pay out no notes of a smaller denomination than 


five dollars. Hehad been informed that, for the 
purpose of evading that provision, one of these in- 


stitution had struck off a new class of notes—six, ` 


seven, eight, and nine dollars. He would be glad 


if the gentleman from Maryland would inform him | 


whether such was the fact. 
Mr. MERRICK. I have seen such notes. 


Mr. BENTON. I understand that as soon *as 


we passed the restriction prohibiting the banks from | 
paying out notes under five dollars, they put the <: 
: sense of the community in which they are situated, 


matter in the hands of alawyer, and he told them 


N 


effects, which ; 


| and unjust laws. 
| incorporate a company or companies to furnish the 


| the business of the District. 
ed to these banks, the effect is to drive this gold and 


how to get round and evade the provision; and that 
was to strike off these six, seven, eight, and -nine 
dollar notes. Now, what is this, but making a 
burlesque of our legislation? But.these banks, con. 


‘tinued Mr. B. arein a different condition from 


others which have suspended. Their time had run 
out. Some of them had been in existence twenty, 
thirty, and some perhaps forty years. It was then 


were going upon the assumption of an indefinite 


deem theif promises; and Congress was called up. 


` on to sanction all they had done. 


He should be giad to see some vote of the Senate 


that would give an index of the course that was 


to be followed. When he saw that, he should be 
able to judge of the course that was to be pursued. 


` Was it right that there should exist in any country 
- of Jaw and Government, any institution that was 


superior to both, and which could not only trample 
on the laws with impunity, but appeal to the Le- 
gislatures to sanction its violations of law and 
justice? He hoped that they would be able 10 
prove that no institutions should exist here superior 


: to the laws of the land; and that whenever they 
: trampled them under foot, they should meet with 


the deserved punishment. 

Mr. TAPPAN opposed the amendment offered by 
Mr. Merrick at length. Heexamined the question 
of the power of Congress to grant charters to bank- 
ing corporations. By the Constitution we have 
the power to legislate for the District in all cases. 
But with that power is the implied restriction. to 
pass no laws that shall bear unequally on any por- 
tion of the community. We have power to make 
equal and just laws, but no power to make unequal 
For instance, were we asked to 


inhabitants with meat, who would have the exclu- 
sive right of furnishing that commodity to the citi- 
zens, and the public were restricted from purchas- 
ing of any others, would it be considered just or 
proper?’ If we have the power to create one mo- 
nopoly, we have the power to create another. If 
we have the power to authorize a few individuals 
to furnish and control the circulating medium of 
the community, we have the same power to char- 
ter companies to provide meat, flour, wood, coal, 
each variety of clothing, &c. In short, no article 
ot luxury, of comfort, or necessity, but what may 
be made the subjsct of monopoly. Now, if it was 


| proposed to charter companies for any such pur- 


poses, no one would pretend we had any pdwer 
to doso, and yet they would stand on precisely 
the same ground as the monopoly of the currency 
asked for by the corporations in this bill. Mr. T. 
contended «hat there was no equivalent benefit 


conferred on the community for the privileges con- 


‘ferred on these institations. There was an aban- 
dance of gold and silver circulated in the District 
by the operations of the General Government, to 


' furnish a hard money currency—five times the 


amount that could be absorbed by the wants and 
If charters are grant- 


silver from circulation, and gives them the mono- 


: poly of supplying its place with their own notes. If 


such power was granted to these corporations, it 
could only be on the same grounds as would justify 
the granting of charters to companies, with the ex- 
clusive right of supplying provisions and clothing 
He contended that it was be- 


laws. It wasa power they did not possess. It 
could not be conferred, because it did not exist in 


pation. Mr. T. called for the reading of the foi- 


_ lowing memorial, which had been presented to 


Congress, and was numerously signed: eo’ 


To the Henorable Senate and ; 
House of Representatives of the United States: 
The memorial of undersigned, citizens of Wash- 


ington, D. C. respectfully represents— 


Tat the suspension of payment by the'banks of 


. the District of Columbia isa gross and palpable yi- 


olation, by which valuable privileges were confer- 
red upen them; that it is an outrage upon the moral 
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debasing and demoralizing in its tendency and exam- 
ple, and a grievous injary and oppression upon 
those whe are compelled to take their notes at their 
nominal value in payment for their labor. 

That the mere association of a number of indi- 
viduals in the form of a chartered company, gives 
them so license for dishonesty, or impunity for 
crime, in their aggregate, more than in their indi- 
vidaal capacity. i 

That the banking institutions of the District 
having been chartered professedly for the purpose of 

ing the interests and convenience of the in- 
habitants thereof, we are the best, and should be 
the only, judges ia what manner our interests and 
convenience are best promoted. 

That, at the suspension of payments by the 
banks of. this District, in the second week of Octo- 
ber, 1839, they had in circulation upwards of se- 
seven hundred thousand paper dollars, which by 
that act were depreciated 12 per cent., inflicting a 
loss of upwards of one hundred thousand dollars on 
the holders thereof; that the rates of depreciation 
since that period, have ranged from 12% to 8 per 
cent., thus filching from the workingman, from one- 
eighth to one-twelfth of the wages of his labor. 

That the practical operation of this state of 
things in the District is, that while those who are ın 
the service of the Government receive their com- 
pensation in gold and silver, their neighbors are 
compelled to receive, as a return for their labor, 


depreciated bank paper; thus constituting, emphati- ' 
cally, one currency for the Government and another for || 


J, therefore, pray your honorable body to 

sach measures as may, at the earliest possible 
day, compel the banks of the District to fulfil their 
obligations by the resumption of specie payments, 
or that they be required to assign their property for 
the benefit of their creditors, and wind up their af- 


fairs. 

Mr. MERRICK called for the reading of a me- 
morial, signed by many citizens of Georgetown, 
praying for a recharter of the banks, and that they 
may not be compelled to resame before the banks 
co ie and Maryland. The memorial was 


The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Mrrricx to the amendment, and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 29, nays 13, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Clay of Ky. Clayton,Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, 
Falton, Grundy, Henderson, Huntington, King, 
Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Roane, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, 
and Young—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Hub- 
bard, Linn, Mouton, Norvell, Robinson, Smith 
of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wall, aad 
Wright—13. 

Mr. ALLEN moved an amendment, stating the 
fact that they were non-specie paying banks, 
which amendment was rejected—yeas 15, nays 27, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, Linn, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, 
Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, 
Wall, and Wright—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, 
Dixon, Falton, Grandy, Huntington, King, Mer- 
rick, Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Roane, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, and 
Young—27. 

Mr. BENTON moved an amendment, as fol- 
lows: “Upon condition that said banks shall not 
issue and pay out the notes of any bank, banker, 
or banking institution which isin a state of sus- 
pension or non-payment of specie.” 

Mr. B. said that he did not offer his amendment 
to prevent the banks from receiving such paper as 
they pleased, byt to make them send it home for 


i 
1 


: their own paper. 
' the amendment that he would find that they could 
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collection. It was to prevent the conventional 
agreements among themselves, by which they 
flooded the country with irredeemable paper. Each 
one received the paper ot the other and sent it 
around and around in a circle, and thus, though it 
was nothing but counters—worthless bits of paper, 
the people were seduced into taking it. It was to 
break this chain, which enabled them to impose 
upon the country, that he offered his amendment. 
If they chose to receive this paper in payment of 
the debts due them or on deposite, they must send 
it home for collection. a 

Mr. KING supposed that the object of the gen- 
tleman was to limit the banks to the circulation of 
He thought if he would turn to 


issue out no paper whatever in a state of suspen- 
sion. If the gentleman would modify his amend- 
ment he would vote for it. 

Mr. BENTON said that if the exception was 
made, it would give the banks express authority to 
pay out suspended paper. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was entirely 


in favor, 
of the amendment of the Senator from Mis- 
souri, if he would express it in language 


sufficiently distinct to prevent its giving any 
sanction, directly or indirectly, of the suspen- 
sions of these banks. One of the greatest evils 
of these suspensions was, that the banks never 
paid out their own notes athome. If they did, 
the people would have an opportunity of com- 
pelling them by law to redeem these notes; but it 


was obvious that it would cost the holders of | 


them too much to collect them by process of 
law at a distance. 

The consequence of such a practice by the banks 
was, that, as soon as specie payments were sus- 
pended, the people around each of the banks were 
at once, in a great degree, deprived of the paper 
currency to which they had been accustomed, 
and in which they placed confidence, and were 
compelled te accept the notes of distant banks, 
often of doubtful solvency, or get nothing. It 
was no hardship upon the banks to compel them 
to pay out their own notes alone during the period 
of suspension, and to send home the notes of 
other banks which they might think proper to re- 
ceive. Under such a restriction, the banks of this 
District would receive no notes unless they had 
been issued by banks fable and willing to make 


exchanges with them at short intervals; and fre- | 


quent settlements of this kind were a powerful 
restraint upon excessive issues. The amendment 
would secure to the people of the District that 
currency with which they were best acquainted, 
and on which they could, at any time, bring suit 
without being obliged to travel toa distance. He 
was in favor of the principle contained in the 
amendment. He was for giving the banks of this 
Distrtct time to wind up their affairs, and nothing 
more; and he intended, before this matter was over, 
to introduce an amendment declaring that such 
was the sole purpose for which their charters were 


to be extended. He had long been of the opinion | 


that, to keep six or seven little banks here, was doing 
a serious injury to the people of the Distrtct. It 
was no time now to substitute a larger bank for 
those now in existence, and he was therefore wil- 
ling to extend the charters of the latter, provided it 


was only to enable them to go on for two years, | 


and no longer, for the purpose of winding up their 
affairs. 

Mr. GRUNDY said, the effect of the amend- 
ment, if passed in its present shape, would not be 
exactly what he supposed was intended. If the 
words “not within the District of Columbia,” 
were introduced, he thought it would be better. 

Mr. BENTON said, he preferred the motion as 
it steod; but if gentlemen thought it would create 
difficulties, he would withdraw it, and they could 
offer itina form m odified to suit their views. 


Mr. GRUNDY then offered the motion amended | 


i 


as he had suggested. : 
Mr. WRIGHT said, in iis present shape, the 


i 


ee 
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provision would countenance the ¢wission and 
circulation of the notes of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal—the Washington and {Baltimore Railroad 
Company, &c. 

Mr. BUCHANAN suggested a modification, by 
inserting the word “other” before “bank,” and 
striking out District of Columbia; which was 
agreed to, and the amendment then read in the fol- 
lowing words: 

“Upon condition that neither of said banks shall 
issue and pay out the notes of any other bank, 
banker, banking institutions, or corporation, which 
isin a state of suspension or non-payment of its 
liabilities in specie.” 

The question on this amendment was taken by 
yeas and nays, when there appeared for it 25, 
against 17, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Wil- 
liams, and Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Huntington, Merrick, 
Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, Se- 
vier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, and 
White—17. 

Mr.. ALLEN then moved the following: 

“Provided, also, that each of said banks shall,im- 
mediately upon the taking effect of this joint resolu- 
tion, commence and continue the resumption of its 
notes in gold and silver coin; and that, in case either 
of said banks shall neglect or refuse to comply 
with any one of the conditions in this joint resolu- 
tion, the charter of said bank shall immediately 
cease to exist, and all contracts and other acts 
thereafter made or done by or im behalf of such 
bank shall be null and void.” 

On this question the yeas and neys were de- 
manded, when there appeared for it 14, against it 
29, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Hubbard, Lian, 
Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, and 
Wright—14. f 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Bacha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Hender- 
son, Huntington, King, Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Strange, Scurgeon, 
Tallmadge, White, and Young—29. 

Mr. BENTON moved further to amend by in- 
serting: 

“And upon the further condition that the said 
banks, nor either of them, shall take a stay of exe- 
cution on any judgment recovered against them in 
any case whatever, nor appeal from any such 
jadgment, nor take a certiorari thereon, except on 
an affidavit of merit.” 

Mr. BENTON said that when he first came 
here after the suspension, individuals were paying 
124 per cent. discount on their bank paper, and he 
asked them why they did not sue the banks and 
obtain judgment. He was informed that when 
notes were put in suit, the banks would take the 
advantage of the stay laws that were in operation, 
by which they could keep the owner out of his mo- 
ney for six months. This, with lawyers’ fees, &c. 
was generally more than the note was worth, so 
that the poor man, who was the owner of a five or 
ten dollar note, actually had no remedy, though 
the laws professed to give him one. 

After some remarks from Mr. MERRICK in 
opposition, and Mr. CLAY of Alabama in favor 
of the amendment, 

Mr. BUCHANAN said: It is out of all charac- 
ter for a bank, after forfeiting its charter, and after 
suffering judgment to go against it for non-pay- 
ment of its notes, to take a stay of execution. It 
is certainly enough for us to continue their page! 
ters for two years without giving the banks a stay o 
execution for six months when sued on their notes, 


466 


aenneren en eaae Sunn ITERDSnGEREESTOIDSO=S EISEN GEESE UTES ASREEES SEO CELT eae 


If I had known that any such practice existed here 
as that spoken of by the Senator from Missouri, I 


would myself have offered this amendment if he 


had not done it. 
Mr. SOUTHARD could see no more impropri- 


ety of a bank taking advantage of existing laws, | 


than of an individual doing so. If we passed this 
amendment, its operation would be unequal, and 
would make one law for the banks and another 
or individuals. Besides, what evidence had we of 
the fact that the banks took advantage of these 
stay laws? He did not believe there was any stay 
of execution in the District at the instance of the 
debtor, and he demanded the proof. He would 
not take the allegation of A B, or C D, that such 
and such things were matters of fact. It was not 
the kind or character of information that we, as le- 
gislators, should act upon. 

Mr. BUCHANAN expressed his astonishment 
at the principle which had been contended for by 
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. Sournarp.] He 


thought that after a little reflection that gentleman | 


would himself abandon this principle, well ac- - 
quainted as he was with the subject of banking. © 
What was his position? That it would be unjust to |: 
refuse to the banks the same stay of execution, af- | 


ter judgments had been been obtained against 
them, which was granted to individuals. Is there 
net, said Mr. B. the most striking reason for such 
a discrimination? Is there not a vast difference be- 
tween the two cases? 


To the banks we have granted the privilege of © 


issuing and circulating a paper currency. Bank 


notes always are, or at least always ought to be, . 
payable on demand; and under our present banking | 
system are, every where in this country, a substi- - 


tute for money. These notes circulate upon the 
faith that they shall at all times be convertible into 
gold and silver. It is true that this faith has been 
often violated, and will continue to be violaced, 
unless the States shall radically reform their banking 
institutions. The principle, however, remains the 
same. A poor man, then, has received a ten or a 
twenty dollar note as money, in compensation for 
his labor, and to the counter of the bank and 
asks that it shall be redeemed in gold and silver. 
The bank- refases to comply with its promise, and 
the holder of the note is put to the trouble and ex- 


pense of instituting a suit against it, and obtaining | 


ajadgment. Would it not be the most monstrous 
injustice to allow this bank to avail itself of the or- 
dinary privileges granted to individuals, of staying 
execution for three or six months? He thought he 
might venture to assert, without positive knowledge, 
that there was not a single State in the Union where 
such a privilege was extended to banks. Certainly 
it ought not to exist any where. 
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We ought to establish one respectable bank here, 
with branches in Alexandria and Georgetown, 
and subject it to all the restrictions which our 
fatal experience on the subject has manifested 
io be absolutely necessary. It is admitted, how- 
ever, on all hands that Congress have not 
time, at the present session, to mature and 
pass such a bill; and if they had, it is a most 
unpropitious period to create sucha bank. The 
only alternative then left, is either to continue the 
existence of these little banks for a short period, or 
to destroy them at once, and subject their debtors 
to the immediate pressure which this course 
would render necessary. I prefer to continue them 
under an express understanding, so faras 1 am 
concerned, that they shall never exist, under any 
circumstances, one day beyond the 4th July, 1842. 
I intend to move an amendment to this effect. This 


give us time to establish a new bank, on wiser 
and better principles, without oppressing the debt- 
ers of these institutions. 

Iam influenced in adopting this course by the 
consideration that the surrounding States of Mary- 
land and Virginia, of which this District formed a 
part, and with whom it is intimately connected in 
all transactions of business, have not thought pro- 


| per to forfeit the charters of their banks, because 


of their suspension of specie payments. In acting 
with a spirit of forbearance towards the District 
banks, I should not in any degree legalize their 
suspension. This bill proposes to do no such thing. 


' Tt leaves them in this respect just where it found 


The case was wholly different in regard to judg- 


ments obtained by one individual against another, 
or by banks against individuals, to enforce private 
contracts. In such cases these contracts were vo- 


lantary, and each party derived, or thought he de- | 
rived, a benefit from them, and the evidence of debt ' 
was not a paper currency. But bank notes circu- i 


lated in the community as money, and every per- 
son by the force of circumstances was compelled 
to accept them as money. It was a great and pro- 
fitable privilege conferred upon the banks to be 
permitted to issue them; and this was granted upon 
the express condition that they should always be 
redeemed in specie. 
after the banks have refused to redeem their notes 


Under such circumstances, ° 


according to their contract, and have compelled ` 


the holders to institute suits and obtain judgments, 
it would be a most unjust and extraordinary pri- 
vilege to grant them a stay of execution. 

This bill proposes te continue these banks for 
two years, unless Congress shall, jn the mean time, 
otherwise direct. Even during this limited period, 
we wisely reserve to ourselves the power of blot- 
ting them out of existence atany moment. The 
bill is a measure of necessity, notof choice. For 
my own part, I have often expressed the opinion 
that these six small banks ought never to be re- 
chartered within this District of only ten miles 
square. They have no field for circulatien, and 

no deposites sufficient to enable each of them to 
realize a fair profit on their capital, and at the 
same time keep themselves in a sound condition. 


them, liable to be sued for specie at any moment 
by their note holders and depositors, and subject to 
the payment of twelve percent. interest. But it 


would, toa considerable degree, be legalizing this || 


suspension, if we were to permit the banks, alter a 
judgment obtained against them, to take the benefit 
of a stay of execution. During this period of the 
stay, they could, under the existing law, place 
their creditors at defiance. We now propose to 
deprive them of this extravagant privilege; and so 
firmly am I convicted of its injustice, that for one 
I shall vote against the bill and leave these banks 
to their fate, unless the amendment shall be adopted. 
Until this day, I had never been informed, that 
under the laws of the District, the banks were 
entitled to the same stay of execution with indivi- 
duals. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana concurred in the senti- 
mentof the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Missouri, but he thought that the Judiciary 


Committee had done all that was necessary on this 
subject, and there was a bill now on the calendar, 


: which provided for the necessary remedy for the 


evil. 


Mr. SMITH of Connecticut said thatthe bill | 


could not be amended or presented in such shape as 
tofmeet his approbation, while he entertained the 
opinion that the Constitution does not invest Con- 
gress, as a local Legislature, with the power to grant 
a bank charter to any company, either in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, or in any of the States of the 
Union. If Congress had power to establish a bank 
in the States, then, in his opinion, it would have 
the power to grant charters, and establish banks in 
the District without any reference to its powers as a 
local Legislature. The friends of this bill, I pre- 
sume rely upon the power given 
gress, “to exercise exclusive legislation 
all cases whatsoever, over the District.” 


in 


it is an attribute of sovereignty. The Constitu- 
tion has vested this power in Congress; and when 


late the value thereof, and of foreign coin.” This 
isthe only currency known to our Constitution, 
unless Congress has power, in virtue of its 
local character, when legislating for the Dis- 
trict of Colambia, to establish another cur- 


acteristics, from the general currency of the 
nation, which Congress is authorized and empow- 
ered to establish as a national currency, which I 
am not prepared to believe was ever intended. If 


we look further into the Constitution, we shall find 
~ provision made for guarding the currency against 


is but a mere temporary expedient, in order to | 


rency, varying entirely in all its essential cha- | 


pp 


to Con- . 


To fur- ` 
nish a general currency, isa business of the nation; : 


we tarn to the Constitution for our guide, we find |: 
that Congress is empowered ‘‘to coin money, regu- | 


Soar 


counterfeiting it; and which provides only for the 
current coin of the United States. It will, there. 
fore, be seen that no provision is made to guard a 
paper currency against debasement; and it is rea- 
sonable to conclude, from this important omission, 
that no such currency was contemplated when the 
Constitution was framed. The general currency 
recognised in the Constitution can be circulated 
freely throughout the whole Union, and answer the 
purposes of the people as well in one part as ano- 
ther, while that to be emitted by a bank established 
in the District of Columbia, by authority of Con- 
gress, as a local Legislature, legislating only for 
the District, is circumscribed to the limits of the 
District, if the States into which it may otherwise, 
like other bank bills, circulate, shall think proper 
to prohibit it. The States were deprived of the 
power to emit bills of credit, or make any thing 
but gold and silver a tender in payment of debts. 
I may differ in my view of this subject with every 


i other Senator; but I cannot come to any other con- 
| clusion than this, that Congress was empowered to 
| “eoin money, regulate the value thereof, -and i^ 


foreign coin.” Whatever capacity it misht actin, 
be it general or local, it could not have been in- 
tended that while it was acting asa National Le- 
gislature, it should create one kind of cnrrency, 
and when acting as a local Legislature for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, it should create another kind o’ 
currency, differing ‘rom the other so widely as coin 
and promissory notes differ with each other. 

It is said by the honorable Senator from New 
Jersey [Mr. Sournarp] that, if the amendment 
prevails, the corporation will not have equal rights 
with individuals; that while individuals, under the 
law of the District, can have a stay of execution for 
six months, after judgment rendered against them 
for a debt, the corporations will be deprived of 
that right and privilege, which may be very valua- 
ble to the corporation. He did not intend that 
corporations should be placed on an equal footing 


with individuals in regard to the payment of their - 


debts. He had before observed that the power 
to create a national currency belonged to 
the national sovereignty; that if this power 
was abstracted from the political power of 
the people or the nation, and conferred upon 
individuals, that these individuals were bound to 
furnish for the people a circulating medium or cur- 
rency perfectly sound, and equal to that which that 
power given to them, if retained by the sovereiga, 
would enable it to furnish. It ought to be such a 
currency as would circulate freely and untrammel- 
ed by any laws made for the benefit of the corpo- 
ration, to the injury of those who had taken and 
confided in it, as a sound national currency. And 
although he expected to vote against the bill, what- 
ever shape or form may be given to it, if the char- 
ter must be granted, he was desirous of having the 
public have the benefit of it, for whose benefit it is 
professed to be granted. He was unable to see 
the necessity, if Congress has the power, of grant- 
ing so many banks, and creating so much banking 
capital in this small District, only ten miles square. 
One single house in a commercial city, will proba- 
bly do as much business, and require as much ca- 


; pital, as all the mercantile business done in this 
' city. He had long entertained the opinion, that 
` either the banking system of this country, or the in- 


stitutions and Government of our country, have yet 


to underge a great change; that both cannot exist. 


| together, and both maintain their present character. 


The ques:ion was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was agreed to—ayes 29, noes 11, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bacha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Fulton, 
Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Mou- 


_ ton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, 
` Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon; 


Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, aad 
Young—29. E 
NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Dixon, 
Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Ruggles, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, and White—11. 
Mr. BUCHANAN then moved to insert, “ For 
the purpose of winding up their affairs.” 


:: Mr.. ALLEN rose, he said; to ask the Senator 


from ‘Pennsylvania what. effect he intended this 


pon eee See ee 


PR Cee pee oe oe os 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


amendment, if adopted, to produce? Does he in- 
tend to restrict the banks to the settlement of their 
business already begun? or does he intend, notwith- 
standing this amendment, that they may proceed, as 
formerly, with all the business of banking, as if 
this amendment did not exist? 

Mr. BUCHHANAN said he did not intend at 
once to arrest all banking operations in this District, 
under the peculiar circumstances in which it was 
placed, without providing any substitute for the ex- 
isting banks; but it was his fixed purpose never to 
vote for any further extension of their banking 
privileges beyond the two years. He desired, 
therefore, to express this clear intention upon the 
face of the bill, so that the banks might have fair 
notice of the purpose of Congress, and proceed in 
such a manner as they thought proper to wind up 
their affairs within the limited period. 

Mr. ALLEN rejoined. Then the amendment 
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ing the District and itsbanks as a subject for ex- 
periment, and to throwing those little Institutions 
Into a sort of crucible to discover the philoso- 
phical or political phenomena which, when ex- 
posed to that test, they might exhibit. He 
thought such a course unworthy the legislation 
of a great and magnanimous nation; and Might 
expose Congress to the imputation that, since it 


, could not reach the banks of the States, It would 
i exercise its vengeance on the banks of the District. 


Mr. C. thought a temporary continuation of the 
banks, without condition or restriction, is all that 
should now be done. He had therefore voted 
against the amendment which prohibited the 
banks from paying out, after receiving, the notes 
cf banks situated without the District. The 


notes of the banks, at Richmond or Baltimore, are 


: quite as good as the notes of the District banks. 


amounts to nothing, as it does not restrict the banks, - 


and cannot restrict a future Congress. It is, there- 
fore, worse than useless, for its effect will be to de- 
‘dude the country, inasmuch as the amendment pro- 
fesses to restrict the banks to “the purpose of 
winding up, but not to restrict their action to that 
object; but on the contrary, instead of winding up, 
they are to be at liberty to wind out their business 
still further than it is now—so that at the end of 
ì] the two years, their claim to still farther time to 
“wind up,” will be increased in exact proportion to 
the increase of their basiness, under the present 
bill, authorizing them to wind up. I say, there- 
fore, that the effect of this amendment is to mis- 
lead the people as to the true character of this bill, 
which, whether the amendment be adopted or not, 


is simply a bill to recharter non-specie paying bro- | 
ken banks, without requiring them even to pay | 
their notes—the first bill I believe of the sort that | 


ever, in the history of the world, received the sanc- 
tion of a legislative body. 

The amendment was lost—ayes 17, noes 17. 

The question was then taken on ordering the 
bill to be engrossed for a third reading, and it was 
agreed to—ayes 27, noes 15, as follows: 

Y Messrs. Anderson, Browa, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Da- 
vis, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hunting- 
ton, King, Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Sevier, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Southard, Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and 
Young—27. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Hub- 


bard, Linn, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, `. 
Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wall, ;' 


Williams, and Wr'ght—15. 


The following is the bill as ordered to be en- 7 
. he had but one observation to make. 


grossed: 

“An act to continue the corporate existence of 
the banks of the District for two years, with certain 
restrictions.” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
talives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the charters of the Farmers’ and 
Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, the Bank of the 
Metropolis, Patriotic Bank of Washington, and 
Bank of Washington, in the city of Washington, 
and the Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria, and Bank 
of Potomac, in the town of Alexandria, be, and the 
same are hereby, extended to the 4th day of July, 
1842, ualess Congress shall in the mean time other- 
wise order and direct, upon condition that neither 
of said banks shall issue and pay out the notes of 
any other bank, banker, or banking institution, or 
corporation, which isin a state of suspension or 
non-payment of its liabilities in specie; and upon 


the further condition that the said banks, nor either | 


of them, shall take a stay of execution on any 
judgment recovered against them in any case 
whatever, nor appeal from such judgment, nor 
lake a certiorari thereon, except on an affidavit of 
merit. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentueky said, that, since 
Congress could not legislate thoroughly at the 
‘Present sesssion, and place the banking system on a 
stable and satisfactory footing, all that he thought 
Should be now done, was to continue the existing 
charters for one or two years; and, in the inter- 
vening time, Congress could make a permanent 
arrangement. He was utterly opposed to treat- 


i subject. am 
| Not prevailed, because it might inspire the banks 


Ard the operation of such a prohibition will be 


upon the debtors of the banks, and not upon the | 


banks themselves. Upon the debtors themselves it 


will operate severely. For if the banks are not | 


allowed to pay out, they will be sure not to re- | 


ceive the notes of distant banks. 


He was also opposed to the amendment offered | 


by the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bucua- 
NAN.) The amendment will accomplish, practi- 
cally, nothing. It requires the banks to prepare, by 
winding up their affairs, for a termination of their 
charters, at the expiration of the period to which 
they are to be prolonged; batit makes no adequate 
provision by which the banks will be compelled 
to perform that duty. With respect to the object 
at which the Senator sims, that of establishing a 
single bank for the District, to be placed in Wash- 
inton, with branches in the other two cities, Mr, 
C. concurred entirely with him. According to his 
(Mr. C’s) observation, those banking systems 


' worked best in the several States, which consisted 

of two or three large and respectable banks, with | 
; branches conveniently located, instead of a multi- | 
| tade of small banks having ne necessary connec- | 


tion with each other. And whenever there was 


it would prove to be a most wise restriction. ` 


In regard to the amendment which he had pro- i 
posed, declaring in express terms that the tempo- | 
: rary continuance of these charters was for the pur- į 


pose of enabling them to wind up their concems, 
He had ac- 
complished the purpose which he had in view by 
proposing the amendment. All doubt was thus 


` removed from his own course in relation to this 


He regretted that his amendment had 


with hopes which he believed never would be re- 
alized. It istrae that a future Congress might be 
of a different opinion, and one Congress could not 
bind another; but yet that was no good reason why 


the present Congress should not express its ewn | 


determination by its own legislatien. 
Mr, CLAY of Alabama moved thatthe Senate 
take up the resolution reported by the Committee 


on the Militia, asking to be discharged from the | 
further consideration of the report of theSecretary of ; 
War in relation to the reorganization and disciplin- | 


ing of the militia, and that the Senate concur 
therein; which was agreed to—ayes 24, nays 4, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Andrson,Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, 
Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, 
Smith of Indiana, Strange, Stnrgeon, Walker, 
Wright, and Young—24. - f 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Alabama, Davis, Dix- 
on, and Preston—4. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


== HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, June 15, 1840. 
Mr. JONES of Virginia moved to suspend the 


` definitive legislation upon the banking system of the 
i: District, he hoped it would assume that form. | 
Mr. BUCHANAN had but a few words to say in | 
: reply to the Senator from Kentueky [Mr.Cuay.] 
He would add nothing to that which he had al- | 
| ready said in favor of the amendment to prohibit 
each one of these banks from paying out the notes ` 
of any suspended bank except its own. He thought | 


rales, and that the House resolveitself intoa Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JAMES demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion. 

„Mr. WISE hoped his colleague would withdraw 
his motion, to enable him to submit a resolution 
for the adjournment of the present session on the 
lith of July next. 

Mr. JONES thought the proper course weuld be 
to do the basiness of the country first, and then fix 
the day or adjournment. He could not yield to the 
suggestion. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, by yeas and nays, and agreed to 
—yeas 87, nays 43. ` 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. . +, 
The House then resolved itself into Committee *, 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Banxs in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the Independent Treasury bill. ` =P 

Mr. POPE, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 

dressed the committee in opposition to the bill, 
and in favor of a Bank of the United States. He 
said he told his constituents that a Bank of the 
United States alone could regulate the currency 
and exchanges. When the question was before 
Congress in 1811, he explained the subject, and 
formed the opinion that they must have a paper 
currency, either local or national. If the country 
have a.local currency, it must of necessity have 
a regulator—and that regulator must be a National 
Bank. He voted in 1811 for the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States; and he had no reason to repent of his 
vote on that occasion. He, however, thought, 
that neither a Bank of the United States or a Sub- 
Treasury should be passed at this session—he 
thought the people should be left to decide upon it 
in the present contest—that this contest should be 
first decided. Mr. P. in speaking of the opinions 
of Genera] Harrison, said he would not veto a 
Bank of the United States if it was the will of the 
people to have one—that he was opposed to all 
internal improvements by the General Govern- 
ment not strictly national or for necessary and 
constitutional objects—-that he was for a fair, just, 
and liberal tariff. He qo ntinued his argument in 
favor of a bank of the Uniwed States as a regulator 
of the currency, as an antagonist one to the Inde- 
pendent Treasury, which he said was insufficient, 
and inadequate, to regulate the issues ot the banks 
of the States. He begged the Whigs not to be 
afraid to meet the question boldly, and contended 
that the issue would be between an Independent 
Treasury bank under the control of the Execu- 
tive, and a Bank of the United States. 

The House took a recess at 24 o’clock. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. POPE resumed and concluded his remarks 
in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. BLACK then took the floor in support of 
the bill. In common With other gentlemen, he had 
no hope of influencing the. minds of any opponent 
of the bill, but his remarks were designed for his 
constituents, the people of Georgia. 
tulated the House and the country that this mea- 


sure had for once been brought to a direct issue | 


before the people. As had been stated by a gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusnine,] this 
was definitely the measure of the Administration, 
and it was on that measure that he grounded his 
support of the Administration. He then showed 
it was evident thata National Bank was the an- 
tagonistical scheme of the Opposition. So here 
was a palpable and distinct issue—the Indepen- 
dent Treasury bill on the one hand, and a Nation- 
al Bank on the other. Mr. B. went on to prove 
that with a few exceptions the great Whig party 
was a Bank party. That, then, was the true issue, 
and under those two flags was the battle to be 
fought. For his part, he gloried in the declaration 
that he should go inte that war under the banner 
of the Independent Treasury, and in doing so he 
would be supported with the consciousness that 
this measure was in accordance with the Consti- 
tution, ‘while the measure of the ¢ tion was 
liable to the double objection of being unconstitu- 
tional and inexpedient. ; 

Mr. B. then went on to show that his own course 
in this matter was the same as that taken by the 


He congra- . 
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on the table, until some of the absent Senator 
should take their seats. 

Mr. KING thought the suggestion of the Sena- 
tor from New Jersey a very proper one, and hoped 
it would be agreed to. 

Several Senators objecting to postponing the 
question, 

Mr. NORVELL demanded the ayes and noes, 
which were ordered. 

The question being taken on the passage ef the 
bill, it was carried in the affirmative—ayes 20, 
noes 13, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Buchanan, Clay of 
Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, 
Dixon, Fulton, Grandy, Huntington, King, Mer- 
rick, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Smith of 
Indiana, Sturgeon, Webster, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Linn, Mouton, 
Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, and Wright—13. 

While the yeas and nays were calling, 

Mr. BENTON rose to a point of order. The 
long established practice of the Senate was to put 
no bill on its passage until the hour of 12. The 
propriety of the practice was obvious, in the pre- 
sent condition of the Senate. He thought the 
rule was a proper one, and should not be departed 


vor of the passage of the bill, and to this decision 
he would submissively bow. He hoped the frirnds 
of the bill would be permited to give it that title 
which would express the intention of the body 


Legislature of his State, and had read by the 

Cierx, resolutions adopted by the Legislatare of 

Georgia, in 1834, denouncing a National Bank as 

unconstitutional and inexpedient. He also advert- 
ed to subsequent resolutions of a similar charac- 
ter, which will appear when his remarks shall be 
written out in fuli. He also adverted to letters ad 

dressed by the people of Georgia to their candi- 
dates, in 1838, asking their sentiments in relation 
to this measure. With others, he received a letter; 
in his answer, he distinctly avowed his preference 
to it, and his hostility to a National Bank. Two 
of his colleagues, then on the floor, also expressed 
their disapproval of a National Bank. Thus, 
in 1838, not only himself, but his two colleagaes, 
were against a National Bank; so it would appear 
that he was not only consistent himself, but that he 
had the approbation of some of the most eminent 
men from Georgia, in his opposition to the bank. 
‘Where, then, was the ground for attacking his con- 
sistency, and with what weapons could they make 
their attack? 

Mr. B. then adverted to a proposition made by 
Colonel Gamble, of Georgia, in 1834, for a Sub- 
Treasury bill more ultra than the present, and con- 
taining a specie clause. He did this witha view 
of showing, that in supporting the present bill, 
he was sanctioned by the course of one of the 
mort eminent men that his State ever produced, 
although he regretted to say that Colonel Gamble 
bad suffered himself to be nominated by the 
Whigs. 

After some explanations from Messrs. KING 
and NISBET of Geergia, 

Mr. BLACK preceeded to read the votes in fa- 
vor of the proposition of Colonel Gamble, in 1834, 
for a Sub-Treasary bill, and which concladed with 
the name of Mr. Wrsx. 

Mr. WISE explained under what circumstances 
that vote was given. He never in life even coun- 
tenanced, or intended to countenance, & Sub-Trea- 
sury project. ‘That vote in 1834 was given merely 
to test the sincerity of the Administration party, 
and not with any view of favoring such a mea- 
sure. 

After some further explanations from Mr. F. 
THOMAS in relation to the votes on that bill of 
1834, 

Mr. BLACK resumed his remarks, and spoke 
until nearly seven o'clock; when, without con- 
cluding, he gave way to 

Mr. M. A. COOPER, on whose motion the com- 
mittee rose. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi gave notice of 
intention to introduce a resolution to change the 
hour of meeting of the House to 10 o'clock; in- 
stead of 11 o’clock. ; 

Mr. WISE moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays on that motion; which were refused, Then 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, June 16, 1840. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the memorials 
of the following named peisons, to wit: Estevan 
Plauche, Joshua Kennedy, Josnua Howard, Jo- 
seph Robedoux, John Forbes, Thomas Power, 
Margaret Deveal, Littleton Bailey, Anson C. 
Surlls, and resolutions of the General Assembly of 
the Legislature of Louisiana, asked to be discharg- 
ed from the farther consideration thereof. Mr. L. 
rematked that most of the cases were provided for, 
so far as the Senate was concerned, by the passage 
of a bill in relation to the sixteenth sections. The 
motion was agreed to, and the committee were dis- 
charged from the farther consideration of the me- 
morials above enumerated. 

BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

The bill for the incorporation of the Bank of the 
District of Columbia being taken up on its third 
reading, 

Mr WALL hoped that the question on the pas- 
sage of the bill would not be taken at this early 
hour, when the Senate was 80 thin—indeed, when 
here was nota quoram present. He hoped, there- 
ore, that gentlemen would consent to lay the bill 


of it. 

Mr. ALLEN concurred perfectly in the opinion 
of the Senator from New Hampshire, that the 
friends ef this bill should give it such a title as 
would designate the object of it, and for the pur- 
pose of carrying this more perfectly into effect, he 
hoped they would consent to the insertion of the 
word “ supended ” before “ banks.” 

This was not agreed to, and ‘the substitute of 
Mr. Merrick, as amended, being read in the 
following words : 

“An act to continue the corporate existence of the 
banks of the District of Columbia for two years, 
with certain restrictions, or until otherwise ordered 
by Congress;” 

Mr. KING moved to strike out ‘or until other- 
wise ordered by Congress,” which was agreed to. 

The question was then taken on Mr. NorvELL’S 
amendment, and it was negatived—ayes 11, noes 
26, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Linn, Mouton, 
Norvell, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, 
Walker, Wall, and Wright—11. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Grandy, Hunting- 
ton, King, Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, Pierce, Por- 
ter, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Webster, and Young—26. 

The bill, in addition to the several acts regulat- 
ing the shipment and discharge of seamen, and the 
duties of consuls, was taken up as in committee of 
the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. PRESTON moved that 10,000 copies of 
the plan of the Secretary of War, for the organi- 
zation and discipline of the militia, be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to amend, by 
including the report of General Knox, and the re- 
ports of General Harrison, on the same subject; 

which was agreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON then moved that the two bills 
accompanying the reports, should also be append- 
ed to the document; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then moved to amend, 
by adding the two bills of 1792 and 1803, now on 
our statute books on the same subject; which was 
agreed to—ayes 27, noes 16, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Ro- 
binson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, 
Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, and Young 
—27. . 
NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Merrick, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, Webster, and White—16. 

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to. 

CLAIM OF FULTON’S HEIRS. 

The report of the Committee on Claims, adverse 
to the claim of the heirs of Robert Fulton was ther 
taken up, and 

Mr. PHELPS addressed the Senate at much 
length in opposition to the report, and in favor of 
the claim. 

Mr. MERRICK thea submitted a motion to 
amendthe report of the committee, by reversing 
their decision; which was negatived—ayes 17, noes 
,21, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Dixon, Fal- 
ton, Huntington, Linn, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Star- 
geon, Tallmadge, Walker, Webster, and White 

1 


rom. 

{The rule, as stated in Jefferson’s Manual, is in 
the following words: “ Atter 12 o’clock bills 
readv for it are put on their passage.””] 

The VICE PRESIDENT then explained the cir- 
cumstances under which the bill was puton its pas- 
sage. When the Senate was called to order, the 
Cmair bad announced that the presentation of pe- 
titions was in order; there being no petitions, re- 
ports of standing committees were called for and re- 
eeived; the next business on the Secretary’s table 
was the bills on the third reading. A suggestion 
was made that the bill should be postponed until 
the Senate was full; but, after a conversation © 
among Senators, it was not pressed, and the bill 
was accordingly put on its passage. 

Mr. TAPPAN said that the very early period at 
which the bill had been taken upon its passage, 
had prevented him from making a motion for its 
recommitment, in order that it might be amended 
in a very important particular—that ef rendering 
the stockholders individually liable for the debts of 
the bank. He was engaged on business in the 
committee room and came into the Senate cham- 
ber at 11 o’clock and found the question was tak- 
ing on the passage of the bill. Though not suffi- 
ciently long a member of the Senate to speak au- 
thoritatively on this subject, he thought it was unu- 
sual, if not unprecedented, to put a bill, involving 
questions of such magnitade, on its passage at so 
early an hour, and with a thin Senate. Having 
been deprived, in the manner stated, of offering the 
motion at the proper time, he would ask the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to offer the following: 

, That the bill be recommitted to the 
Cominittee on the District of Columbia, with in- 
structions to report a provision excepting from its 
operation all such parts of the several acts incor- 
porating said banks, as excuse or exonerate the 
stockholders in said bank from their legal liability 
upon any contracts made by such banks. 

Mr. MERRICK objecting, the resolution could 
not be entertained. 

The question on the title of the bill coming up, 

Mr. MERRICK moved to amend by substitut- 
ing “An act to continue the corporate existence of 
the banks of the District of Columbia.” 

Mr. NORVELL moved to amend the substitute 
by the following: “An act to extend the charters of 
the suspended banks of the District of Columbia,” 
and asked for the yeas and nays; which were or- 


dered. 

Mr. GRUNDY proposed to add to the end of the 
substitute of the Senator from Maryland the words, 
“for two years;” which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested the addition 
of the words, “unless otherwise ordered by Con- 
gress;” which was agreed to. 

Mr. PIERCE was extremely sorry ta see this 
special pleading on the small matter of the title of 
‘the bill. He had voted against it in all its stages, 
but a large majority of the Senate had voted in fa- 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Calhoun, Davis, Grundy, Henderson, 
Hubbard, King, Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Roane, 
Robinson, Strange, Tappan, Wall, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—21. 

_ The report of the committee, adverse to the 
claim, was then aopa 

Andt he Senate adjourned, 


19 


_ time, received that reading, and the question being, 


. law? They were the pilots 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Torsvay, June 16, 1840. 

Mr. BOND asked the consent of the House to 
enable him to make a report from the select com- 
mittee, on the memorial of William Wright in 
relation to the settlement of the affairs of the Com- 
monwealth Bank of Massachusetts with the Go- 
vernment. 

Objection having been made, 

Mr. BOND asked for a suspension of the rules 
to enable him to make the report; and on 


that motion demanded the yeas and mays, | 


which, having been ordered, were—yeas 55, 
nays 84. 
& the rales were not suspended. 
PILOT LAW. 

The CHAIR announced that the first business in 
order, daring the morning hour, was the motion of 
the gentleman from New Jersey, (Mr. Ranpoipx] 
to recommit to the Committee on Commerce the 
bill reported from that committee by the gentleman 
from Maryland, (Mr. Hittex} to repeal the law 
of 1837, regulating pilots. The question immedi- 
ately pending was the call for the previous ques- 


tion. 

Mr. DICKERSON, of New Jersey, inquired of 
the Crair whether :t was in order to move to post- 
pone the further consideration of the subject until 
to-morrow. 

The CHAIR replied that it was net—the previ- 
ous question having been called for. 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved that there be a call of 
the House; and upon which motion, 

Mr. CURTIS having demanded the yeas and 
nays, they were ordered, and were—yeas 39, nays 

So a call was refused. 

Mr. HILLEN inquired of the Cuar, whether, 
if the previous question was seconded, it did not 
ent off the motion to recommit. 

The CHAIR replied that it did; and that the 
question would be on ordering the bill to be read 
the second time. 

The previous question was then seconded and 
the main question ordered, and the question now 
being, “Shall the bill be read a second time.” 

Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered, were—yeas 93, 


nays 89. 
So the bill havingybeen ordered to be read the second 
“hall the bill be ordered to be engrossed for a third 


ing n 
Mr. TILLINGHAST opposed the engrossment 
of the bill, deprecating all party feeling, and cn. 
tending that the original law was proper in its 
nature, and that it was not in derogation of private 
Tight, but, in fact, an en!'argement thereof; and that 
its operation upon life and property had been de- 
monstrated already to be of the most beneficial and 
salatary character. 
Mr. TOLAND also made some remarks, in the 
midst of which he was cat off by the expiration of 
the morning hour, and which, like those of Mr. 
TiLuasast, were, from the confasion in the 
Hall, heard very imperfectly. Mr. Totanp ad- 
dressed himself, he said, not to any party, but to 
the House. The question was one which in volved 
the business interests of ‘he country toa much 
greater extent than had been supposed. He re- 
gtetted that any allusion had been made to it asa 
ty matter—it was not in fact so. It might, in- 
deed, for aught we knew, affect a particular party 
in New York or New Jersey, (though he could not 
himself see how it was to do se,) but sure he was 
that it was no party question in the community 
which he represented; nor did: he believe it to be so 
in the country generally. It wasa question affect- 
ing the interests not only of the different parts of 
the United Siates, but of the whole commercial 
world. 

Who are the parties asking fora repeal of the 
of New York—and, as 
it seemed to him, the pilots alone—the very parties 
to regulate whosz conduct the law itself was passed 
by a vote of this House, almost, and, so far as he 
knew, entirely unanimous. 

These were the persons who now came here to 
ak sor a repeal of thelaw. It was natural that 
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they should desire to rid themselves of a law that 
affected their interests or their business. He re- 
gretted that it should have affected them at ali. But 
‘hat was not the question before the House. The 
question for them to determine was, how. did this 
law affect the community? Congress was to legis- 
late, not for the interests of any particular class— 
not for the merchants—not for the pilots—but for 
the community. What, then, was the operation of 


| this law? There was no better rule by which to 
| test it than to go to those on whom it had operated. 


The pilots, indeed, complained. But what did the 
merchants do? 

Mr. T, after showing the groundlessness of the 
charge that ill-feeling existed towards the pilots of 


New York, proceeded to state that the merchants ; 
and underwriters of New York, of Philadelphia, © 
and New Orleans, were unanimously opposed to © 


the repeal of the law. 

‘And at this stage of his remarks he was inter- 
rupted 
quired of the Cnam whether the morning hour had 
not expired? 

The SPEAKER 


tive— 

Mr. FISHER asked that he might be excused 
from further service on the Commitee of Elec- 
tions. He said that, owing to the constant em- 
ployment on that committee, he was compelled to 
abandon all other basiness. It was due to his con- 
stituents, whose business had been committed to 
his charge, that he be afforded an opportunity to 
attend to it; and it was due to the House, that ex- 
pected him to devote all his time to the questions 
before the committee, that he should be discharged, 
aad another person appointed, who could devote 
his whole time to such business. 

Mr. EVERETT said that the same course of 
reasoning would probably apply to every other 
member of that committee. They were now in 
the midst of their labors, and it would certainly be 
very inconvenient to put 
committee at this time. 
would not be excused. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL did not see (he said) how 
the request could be gtanted consistently with the 
rights of the pa-ties implicated. The committee 
had gone on looking at the testimony, and ha 
probably gct through with one-fourth or one-half 
of it. To discharge the gentleman now, would, it 
seemed to him, (Mr. V.) be like putting a juror on 
a case when the testimony was half closed. There 
was no gentleman whom, personally, he should 
feel more disposed to gratify 
from Nerth Carolina, but he (Mr. 
against the motion. 

Mr. FISHER said that gentlemen were mistaken 
if they supposed the public service would suffer in 
any respect. If gentlemen would look at the na- 
ture of the investigation before the committee, 
they would see that such was the fact. The com- 
miitee were investigating the illegality of the 
votes, Each vote presented a separate question; 
each vote was put before the committee on its own 
merits; and whenever the vote of the committee 
was taken on that single quesiion, it was settled. 
The vote was either rejected as bad, or admitted as 
good, and the question was then set aside; and 
when another vote was taken up, a new question 
arose. So that, in ten minutes, any man could 
understand the matier as well he (Mr. F.) him- 


V.) must vote 


self. ? 
Mr. MORGAN suggested that there was another 
serious objection to the discharge of the gentle- 


principles for the admission or rejection of testi- 
moay. .By substituting a new for an old member, 
all the principles might be changed, and it might 
become necessary for the commiiltee to go over all 
the testimony again. 

Mr. CUSHING said that, to enable him to vote 
understandingly, he would desire to know whether 
it was in contemplation of the committee to repert 
on the several questions before them. 

The SPEAKER intimated to Mr. C. not to 
_ enlarge the subject-matter beyond its proper limits. 

Mr. CUSHING said he would {not do so. But 
there might be serious objection to granting the re- 
quest of the gentleman. It wastbis. If the com- 


by Mr. FISHER of North Carolina, who in- | 


having replied in the affirma- || 


any new member on the | 
He hoped the gentleman | 


than the gentleman 


man. The committee had decided upon certain | 


t 


{ 


} 
| 
l 
t 


| 
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mittee were to report at this session; if the evideace 
had been nearly or entirely gone through with, and 
all that remained was for judgment to be passed 
upon it, it would be necessary fur a new member 
of the committee, if one should be appointed, to 
go over that evidence again. If, on the other hand, 
the subject was not to be reported on at. this ses- 
sion, but was to be taken up de novo at another, 
the same difficulty would not present itself. 

_ Mr. FISHER had no desire, he said, to speak 
in a language of threat, but he must state that he 
could not consistently serve any longer, such was 
the nature of his other duties. 

Mr. EVERETT was satisfied that the gentleman 
would reconsider that opinion, if the House should 
determine not to excuse him. 

And the question was then taken by yeas and 
nays, and determined in the affirmative—yeas 105, 
nays 97. 

So the House decided that Mr. Fisuer should be 
excused from further service on the Commitiee of 
Elections, 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked the general consent of 
the Houss to offer a resolution, which was read for 
information, as follows, viz: 

Resolved, By the House of Representatives, (the 


` Senate concurring therein,) that Congress will ter- 


minate the present session, by adjournining sine die 
on Thursday, the 9th day of July next, at eight 
o’clock in the afternoen of said day. 

Objections having been made from. all sides of 
the House, 

Mr. PETRIKIN said he would not press it at 
that time, but gave notice that he would make a 
daily effort to have the resolution acted upon. 

A number of Senate bills on the Spraxen’s ta- 
ble were read twice, and appropriately referred. 

The SPEAKER, by general consent, laid before 
the House a communication from the President of 
the United States, transmitting a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in compliance with the 
resolution of the House of the 26th May last, re- 
lating to the charges preferred by Dr. Ba'dwia, 
ror Marmaduke Burroughs, Consul at Vera 

ruz. 

On motion of Mr. CRAIG, referred to the’ Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

The bill for the relief of General Duncan L. 
Clinch, which had been returned from the Senate 
with an amendment, was taken up, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. ; , 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON wasunderstood to 
give notice that he would to-morrow ask the House 
to take up the joint resolution from the Senate, 
continuing in foree the charters of the District 
banks, and that he would move the previous ques- 
tion upon it. 

A joint resolution from the Library Committee, 
on the subject of international exchanges, coming 
up on the question of engrossment for a third 
reading, ; yai 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, (a bill of a simi- 
lar character having been committed a few days 
since,) its further consideration was postponed for 
the present. l 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

On motioa of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House 
ihen resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Baws in the chair) 
and resumed the consideration of the Independent 
Treasury bill. 

Mr. BLACK being entitled to the floor, resumed 
his remarks from last evening, in support of the 
bill. In reply to a question from his colleague, 
[Mr. Kine] as to whether the fact of having voted 
for the bill of 1834, was any argument why the 
same persons should vote for the present bill, Mr. 
B. replied in the affirmative. He considered that 
a gentleman, who had voted for Mr. Gordon’s bill 
of 1834, was bound by every motive of public in- 
terest and consistency, to vote for the present mea- 


gia had voted, was far more ultra than the present 
measure. That 
Treasury almost unlimited power; 
thorized that officer to pe 

in specie . J 
Sie car the same wind of currency to the credis 
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tors of Government. ‘Was there ‘any man, he 
asked, who would hesitate in his choice of the two 
bills? If gentlemen could vote for a bill like that 
of Mr. Gordon, surely they could have no hesita- 
jon in supporting the present measure, when the 
which will be given when his speech shall be writ- 
ten out in fall. 

Mr. CROCKETT next obtained the floor, and 
made some remarks in relation to the resolutions of 
the Legislature of Tennessee, requesting him to vote 
for the Independent Treasury bill. He denied the 
right of the present Legislature to instruct him, for 
reasons which he gave at length. He, then exa- 
mined the Independent Treasury bill, and opposed it 
with much warmth. He considered it a most odi- 
eus measure. In the course of his remarks he 
avowed it as his object to endeavor to get a United 
States Bank chartered, without regard as to what 
the opinions of his party were. A National Bank 
was the only measure that could succeed as a fiscal 
agent of the Government. He was no advocate 
for State banks, and never had been, though he 
did not wish to do any thing to their injury. He 
argued that it was the duty of the National Go- 
vernment to establish a currency of uniform value 
wherever it circulates, and did not believe the mea- 
sure before the House adequate to that; and before 
Mr. C. concluded, 

The House took its usual recess, at 24 o’clock. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. CROCKETT concluded his remarks in op- 
position to the bill; wher - 

Mr. BELL obtained the floor, and spoke with 
much warmth against the efforts of the Adminis- 
tration party to pass the bill, to the exclusion of 
other bills. He then urged many reasons why the 
pill should not pass, and, before concluding, at a 
quarter past seven o’clock, Mr. B. gave way to a 
motion that the committee rise, which motion be- 
ing put, jt was discovered there was not a quorum. 

The committee then rose, and the Chairman re- 
ported that faet to the House. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved to adjourn; 
which motion resulted ın yeas 55, nays 55. The 
Speaker gave the casting vote by voting in the af- 
firmative. 

So at half past.seven o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 


ee 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, June 17, 1840. 


Mr. NICHOLAS presented a petition from He- 
zekiah L. Thistle, stating that he has invented a 
mode of constructing wrought iron cannon, that 
has received the approbation of scientific persons, 
and desires the Government to have the benefit: of 
the improvement; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. . f 

On motion by Mr. LINN, the bill supplementa- 
ry toan act, entitled “An act to amend an act for 
the appointment of commissioners to adjust the 
claims to reservations of land under the 14th arti- 
cle of the treaty of 1830, with the Choctaw In- 
dians,” was taken up, and, afier several amend- 
ments had been offered by Mr. L. and adopted, it 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a bill concerning tonnage of Spanish ves- 
sels; which was read, and ordered to a second read- 


in : 

CLAY of Alabgima rose, and was proceed- 
ing to cengure the Ngtional Intelligencer of to-day 
for the om@sion of tle latter portion of his expla- 
nation andi remonsffance in regard to the intelli- 
gencer’s repbrt of thp proceedings on Mr. Poinsett’s 
project, when he was informed that the omission 
was caused :by a bpirried, and certainly accidental, 
oversight of the Gjobe Reporter, to whom alone he 
handed his nptes,#when no Reporter of the Intelli- 
gencer, owing tofsickness, was present. 

Mr. C. theħrtad the residue of his explanation, 
which was as follows: 

“I have felt less inclined to ascribe these errors 
to accident, on account of another misstatement of 
the Intelligencer, which has appeared daily at the 
head of our proceedings upon Mr. Poinseit’s re- 
port. That paragraph is in the following words: 


t 
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“The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion to print 20,000 copies of the report of the 
Committee on the Militia on Mr. Poinsett’s project 
for a standing army of 100.000 militia.’ 

“ Now, sit, (said Mr. C.) Mr. Poinsett has sub- 
mitted no ‘plan for a standing army of 100,060 mi- 
litia? His plan purports to be one for the reorgani- 
zation and discipline of the militia. 1 anderstand 
Reporters are admitted here to give a transcript of 
our proceedings; that is, a statement of facts, and 
not their construction or inferences. We are suffi- 
ciently libelled and slandered by letter writers. 1 am 
at least unwilling to tolerate it in Reporters.” 

Mr. ALLEN said that he had thought, for some 
time past, that he would, when occasion offered, 
make one or two remarks on this subject; and 
what he was now about to say, he hoped, would be 
particularly and correctly reported. Upon the 
subject of reports of debates, this, as far as he was | 
concerned, seemed to be an appropriate occasion | 
for the remarks he designed to offer. For any | 

thing that appeared in the public papers, purport- | 
ing to be his remarks, he would not stand responsi- . 
ble, if it did not appear in the first person. He | 
took that to be the mode in which a correct report i 
of a speaker’s remarks should be given. With re- | 
gard to the correctness of the reports, it was per- | 
haps exceedingly difficult for any man to report ex- | 
actly what was said; and in arunning debate, it 
| 


was perhaps still more difficult. Some allowance 
was therefore to be made for those inaccuracies 


body in which plain and palpable injustice was 
done. Therefore, to avoid any future difficulty, 
so far as he. was concerred, he gave notice that 
he would not hold himse!f responsible for any re- 
ports of what he might say, unless reported in the 
first person, which would show that’ they had 
been revised and corrected by himself. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he could not al- 
low this occasion to pass without expressing his 
dissent to any Senator’s rising in his place for the 
purpose of commenting on any newspaper article 
in relation to himself. Mr. C. had never done so, 
and he did not think it consistent with that dignity 
and elevation to whieh the Senate ought to aspire. 
And, if it weredone in all cases, the Senate 
could do scarcely any thing else, for, Mr. C. said, 
he did not think he ever saw a single paragraph 
in the Globe in which he was correctly report- 
ed. For every one misrepresentation on his side, 
he believed there were ten on the other. Yet 
he had never commented on those reports in his 
place, but left his character to stand or fall by 
his acts. And suppose the Senate should appoint 
their own reporters, they would be appointed by 
a party majority, which would increase instead 
of correcting the evil. 

Though it was true that the Reporter bad no 
right to put language in the mouth of any Sena- 
tor that he did not use, yet he had a right to draw 
his own inferences, and to expose, in his own lan- | 
guage, the tendency of any measures that he 

| 


! 
l 
fi which occurred in the reports, without any inten- `' 
i| tion on the part of the Reporters to misrepresent. 
But they all know, that, in addition to these diffi- | 
culties, reports were sometimes sent out from this |i 
| 


thonght injurious to the interests of the country. 
This was one of the inestimable privileges of a 


free press, which, though liable to be abused, i 


could not be interfered with without great danger. 
One. side might say that such a measure had such | 
a tendency; for instance, that the Sub-Treasury 
bill was a Government bank, (his deliberate opi- 
nion was that it was a Government bank.) Well, 
sir, said Mr.C. is he to be held responsible for so 
expressing himself? 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that he had a word 
or two to say in reply to the honorable Senator, 
who had thought proper to reflect on him, and to | 
read him a lecture on the dignity and propriety of | 
a member of that body. 
good enough to recollect that he had no right to di- 


rect him in the course he should pursue in this or -; 


any other matter. He did not come here to be lec- 


| 


| 


t 


The Senator would be | 


t 


tured by the honorable Senator in reference to `i 


what was due to dignity and decorum by a mem- , 
ber of this body. He felt it to be his duty and his 
right to rise in his place and correct the false state- 
ments made in the press whose side the Senator 


| of 


espoused—palpable misrepresentations! gross mis- 
representations! Was it not right and proper, when 
an individual came here in the character of a re- 


porter of proceedings, and professed to give facts 


for the information of the public, if he did it false- 
ly, insidiously, and fraudulently—was it not right 
for any member aggrieved to expose il? Itis both 
our right and our duty, said Mr. C. and it will not 
do for the Senator from Kentucky to talk about the 
privileges of a free press, and to comment on the 
dignity and propriety which should stand in the 
way of an exposure of falsehood and misrepre- 
sentation. The reporter of proceedings pro- 
fesses to give the facts that transpire in 
this body, but he is not admitted here to give his 
own comments on them. The Editor of the p&per 
he reports for might say editorially what he 
pleased, (and the Editor of this paper, it was well 
known, very freely availed himself of his privi- 
leges on this subject,) but the Reporter had no right 
to makehis own comments appear as part of the 
proceedings of this body. He wished particularly 
to draw this distinction, so that when a debate went 
forth, the public might distinguish between the 
commentary and the facts. He did not interfere 
with those inestimable privileges of a free press, 
of which the Senator spoke. The complaint that 
he made had no reference whatever to the privi- 
leges of the press, for he could not regard those 
who came here expressly to give a statement of 
facts as included in that privilege. He knew how 
easy it was for Editors of the public papers to be 
misled by the press here, or by reports of what passes 
here. He would mention one instance among ma- 
ny others. When the bill to cede the public lands to 
the States in which they lie, on certain terms 
and conditions, was under discussion, the Senator 
got up and solemnly declared that it was an abso- 
late proposition to give away the lands to the new 
States; and consequently the Legislature of one of 
the States passed resolutions against it as such. If 
the Senator chose to characterize this measure, which 
every one knew to be asale, with certain conditions, 
in such broad terms as an absolute gift, he could do 
so; but he would mark the effect. It gave a tone 
to the Opposition press throughout the country, 
and, among its other effects, sanctioned the act of 
the Rhode Island Legislature. Was it for the Se- 
nator from Kentucky to rise in his place and un- 
dertake to defend the privilege of Reporters to mis- 
represent the words and actions of members cf this 
body? The Senator might, if he thought proper, 
take this course; he [Mr. C.] would, for his part, 
follow the dictates of his own judgment. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky assured the Senator 
from Alabama that he rose forno purpose of dic- 
tating to him or lecturing him. He engaged in no 
such business. But was he not a pait of this body? 
And if any person thought proper to bring forward 
any matter for animadversion in it, had he not a 
right to get up and express the opinion he did, that 
the Senate was nota fit and proper place for such 
correction to be made? It was not upon the conduct 
of the Senator; it was not to advise him that he 
rose; but it was to express his opinion of the prac- 
tice of members rising here, and consuming the 
time of the Senate in correcting the errors 
a free press. But the Senate -had 
chosen to give instances of what he called misre- 
presentation, and referring to the bill to cede away 
the public domain, said that he (Mr. C.] charac- 
terized itas an absolute donation. Henow [Mr. 
C. said] so characterized it. He knew that there 
were terms and conditions in the bill, and knew 
that the effect of them in the end would ameunt to 
an absolute donation. Mr. C. here referred to the 
terms and conditions in the bill—and one of them, 
he said, the payment of one half the gross proceeds 
of the sales, would never be carried into effect, for 
the States would be, for one cause or another, able 
to induce Congress to relinquish it. He might be 
mistaken, but such were his convictions, Though 
in the beginning it would. appear to be a contract, 


«= yet in the end it would turn out to be a donation. 


This opinion he expressed several years ago; aud 


. was he to be censured because the Legislature of 
if Rhode Island came to the same conclusion? 


| 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama observed that if the Se- 
nator from Kentucky, when he made the broad, 


4 


unqualified declaration that the bill to which he 
referred was an absolute donation to the new 
States of all the unsold public lands in their limits, 
had accompanied it with the qualification that he 
now made, it would have been better, so far as the 
public information was concerned. He, Mr. C. 
only stated the fact to show the privilege assumed 
on the other side of saying what they pleased. The 
Senator spoke of his right, as a member of the 
body, to comment on any subject that was brought 
before it. Now he (Mr. C.] did not bring forward 
this matter for any legislative action, nor was the 
Senator in any way called on to interfere. Had 
he any particular connection with the business? 
He affected to feel great delicacy with regard to 
matters which did not particularly concern him. 
Had he forgotten that he undertook to rise in his 
place, when two of the Senators were presenting 
the resolutions passed by their Legislature, and in- 
timate to them what ought to be their course on 
that occasion? Was that consistent with the Se- 
nator’s ideas of delicacy? He courted no collisions 
of this kind, Mr. C. said, but he would repeat now 
what he had said on a former occasion, that when 
assaults of this kind were made on him, he should 
always feel it to be his duty to repel them. 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he could only re- 
t that, if any Senator chose to bring any matter 
before that body, he would take such notice of it 
ashe thought proper. As to the case which the 
honorable Senator noticed of his having spoken of 
the instructions received by two honorable Senators, 
he had no recollection of it, but he would remind 
the Senate that Senators on his side had again and 
again been taunted and reprehended for ncn-com- 
pliance with their instructions, 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that he would not 
contend for the last word. 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. 
the last word. ; 
Mr. LINN observed that he did not rise to 
make any complaints against the Reporters on ei‘her 
side of the house, but to say that the discussion 
going on proved conclusively, to his mind, that the 
Reporters should be sworn officers of the Senate, 
and compelled to furnish each member notes of 
what he said. Our constituents, said Mr. L. have 
aright to know what we say, as well as what we 
do. The journal showed all their votes, but what 
was said in support or explana'ion of them, went 
to the public in a very imperfect manner. He 
thought that the body would see the propriety of 
his suggestion. If this plan was adopted, each 
member would have notes furnished him, and then 
the responsibility would no longer rest on the Re- 
porter, but where it should be, upon the speaker 
or speakers. It was very seldom he trespassed 
upon the time or patience of the Senate except on 
business, and then he endeavored to use no more 
words than were barely sufficient to expiain to the 
Senate. Bat, notwithstanding he had, on several 
occasions, been misrepresented, it was not his in- 
tention, nor did ne wish to be understood as charging 
the Reporters with intentionally missiating him; but 
such was the fact. He would mention two instances. 
In the debate on the bankrupt bill, as published 
meagrtely in the Intelligencer, he was made to say 
that he wished the Siates to surrender to the Gene- 
ral Government, and to be exercised by. it, all the 
power they have to charter banking institations. 
Such an idea never entered his mind. On the con- 
trary, his opinions were, that to purify and correct 
the illegitimate career of banking on the part of 
State institutions, two alternatives presented them- 
selves. One was makiog them subject to the opc- 
ration of the bankrupt bill, or getting the States to 
consent to an amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, expressly withholding or denying 
the States the power of creating corporations with 
the legal right to make paper dollars under 20, 50, 
or $100, as might be thought best. He said at the 
same time that all power over the subject should 
be withheld from the General Government. 


Well, you have got 


The 
other instance is in the case of the bill to raise a 
certain number of volunteers of a particular kind 
to prosecute the war in Florida against the 
Seminoles. In the discussion, he had re- 
marked that, to bring the contest to a speedy 
issue, you must have,a class of men used to 


iss 
tion. 
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the rifle, inured to hardship, capable of Sup- 
porting great physical exertion and physical want, 
whe, with a few days’ provisions on their backs, 
a pistol, knife, and tomahawk in their belts, could 
plunge into a swamp, swim creeks, and sleep in 
mud and water. He further had remarked, that 
such a force would track the Indians to their secret 
hiding places, would waylay 
them when least expected, and that Indian wars 
would always terminate ina brief period, as soon 
as the whites became as expert in their mode of 
warfare as they were themselves. Yet he was made 
to say that Indians were as geod as white men. He 


knew the character of Indians well, and knew that ; 
the worst white communities were immeasurably | 
superior to the best Indian. He repeated again, | 


that he did not complain of wilful misrepresenta- 
His back was sometimes to the Reporters, 
and they would then probably hear imperfectly. 
At other times they only reported tor the political 
side to which they were attached. It was utterly 
impossible to resist the belief that their reports 
are not occasionally tinged with their own political 
opinions. Every difficulty would be obviated by 
the course indicated, and each member held respon- 
sible for the sentiments, opinions, and facts stated 
by him in debate. He said he would be glad if 
same member would move a resolution to appoint 
a committee to inquire into the expediency of ma- 
king Reporters sworn officers of the Senate. 

Mr. WALKER said he had no complaints to 
make against the Reporters en either side of the 
House. But the idea suggested by the Senator 
from Missouri induced him to offer the following 
resolation for the consideration of the Senate: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed 
to inquire into the propriety of selecting an equal 
number of Reporters, of both poliucal parties, who 
shall be sworn to report correctly, as far as practi- 
cable, the proceedings of this body. 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHARD, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
communicate to the Senate a precise statement of 
the revenues actually received from -all sources, 
between the end of the last fiscal year and the first 
day of the present month, so far as ascertained at 
this time. í 

The bill authorizing the erection of certain light- 
houses and light-boats, and the establishment of 
certain buoys, beacons, &c. was, taken up, and 
after some remarks from Messrs. NORVELL, 
KING, CALHOUN, and HENDERSON, was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


han, lae Marshal of the Territory of Wiskonsin, 
was also ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD moved to print a certain 
pamphlet purporting to bean answer by the Di- 
rectors of the Union Bank of Florida, to a report 
made by the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KING opposed the motion on the ground 
that it wasa paper that had never been before the 
Senate, and did not form a part of its proceedings, 


| copies of it only having come there addressed to 
i individual members. 
| tise of the Senate to print documents that had no 


It was not, he said, the prac- 


relation to its legislative action. 
After some further remarks from Messrs. 


SOUTHARDand KING, themotion was negatived | 


The Senate, on motion by Mr. DAVIS, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill making further rovi- 
sion to prevent the abuse of the flag of the 
States, and the use of unauthorized papers, ‘ia the 


-foreign slave trade, and for other purposes. 
Mr. DAVIS explained, in detail, the objects, | 


manner of operation, and effects of the bill. 
Mr. MERRICK moved to strike out that-that 
part of the bill which made a shipbuilder punisha- 


ble if he had goed reason to believe that the ship - 


was for the slave trade; Mr. M. being understood 


to argue that he ought not to be punished unless he . 


knew it. 

The bill and the amendment were discussed by 
Messrs. DAVIS, CALHOUN, GRUNDY, KING, 
MERRICK, and WEBSTER. 

Mr. Mereicr’s moticn was negatived, and the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

The Senate then adjourned. g 


and destroy , 


nited . 


A $ | Cre 
The bill to authorize the accounting officers of © John’ 


j e ' John W. Davis, Deberry, Dickerson, 
the Treasury to settle the accounts of Francis Ge- 


:. Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, 
: Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gates, Gentry, 


| David D. Wagener, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, June 17, 1840.. 
Mr. PETRIKIN asked the general consent of 
the House to offer a resolution; which was read 
for the information of the House, as follows: 
Resolved, By the House of Representatives, (the 
Senate concurring therein,) that Congress will ter- 
minate the present session, by adjournment sine die, 
on Thursday, the 9th of July next, at eight o’clock 
in the afternoon of that day. ; 
Objection was made from allsides of the House. 
(The friends of the Administration are anxious 
to terminate the present session at the earliest day 
possible consistent with the interests of the country, 
and with a due regard to the condition of the busi- 
ness which must be passed upon before the ad- 
journment of the present session. They are, 


f therefore, opposed to fixing a day untl they can 
| ṣee some prospect ahead of finishing the business 


or of getting it in such a state of preparation as 
would justify them in fixing a day for the adjourn- 
ment. They have made, and are now making, 
every effort to that end. They believe that all 
those who are really desirous to terminate the ses- 
sion at an early day, would and ought to come 
forwar with an anxious desire to act upon the 
measures that must be passed upon, instead of con- 
suming the tiñe of the House in debate.] 

Mr. WISE moved to suspend the rules for the 
reception of the resolution; and, on that motion, 

Mr. CASEY having demanded the yeas and 
nays, they were ordered, and were, yeas 77, nays 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. CRAIG said, in order to make the most of 
their time, and with a view and in good faith that 
they may have an early adjournment, and to test 
the sincerity of those who profess to desire it so 
anxiously, he would ask the general consent of the 
House to offer a resolution, which was read for the 
information of the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That from and after this day, the daily 
hour of meeting of the House shall be 10 o’clock, 
ante meridian. 

Mr. WISE objected to its reception. 

Mr. CRAIG moved to suspend the rules, to en- 
able him to offer it, and on that motion demanded 
the yeas and nays; which having been ordered, 
were—yeas 105, nays 30, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, Atherton, Banks, Ba- 
ker, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Bond, Boyd, Anson Vv. 
Brown, Aibert @. Brown, :Burke, Bynum, Calhoun, Wm. B. 
Campbell, Carr, Carrall, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chittenden, 
Clifford, Mark A.‘Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Cr ig, ‘Cranston, 
Grockett, Dana, Davee, Edward Davies, Jobn Davis, 
Dellet, - Doan, Doig, 
more, Fletcher, 


Goggin, Goode, Graves Green, Hammond, 
ings, Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, Hill ef North. Caroling, Hillen, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, James, Jameson, Chas. 
Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, J. 
W. Jones, Keim, Kempshall, Kille, King, Leadbetter, Leet, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Marvin, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, alvary 
Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Osborne, Parrish, Parmenter, Par- 
ris, Paynter, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Randall, Randolph, Ra- 
riden, Reynolds, Ridgway, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, 
A, Smith, J. Smith, Truman Smith, Thos. Smith, Steenrod, 
Stores, Strong, Stuart, Swearingen, F. Thomas, P. F. Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoe), 
\ eter J. Wagner, Watterson, Weller, 
Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wiliams, Lewis Wil- 
erie Joseph L. Williams, C. H. Williams, and Worthington 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Briggs, John Campbell, 
Clark, Connor, Garret Davie, Dennis, Evans, Everett! -Haber- 
sham, William Cost Johnson, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Mor- 
gan, Palen, Peck, Petrikin, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepard, 
Stanly, Sweney, Taliaferro, Toland Warren, E. D. ite, 
Thòmas W. Williams, and Wise—30. . 
So the rules were suspended; and the resolution 
having been again read, 
Mr. CRAIG moved the previous question, which 
received a second; and the main question having 


been ordered, it was taken, and the: resolution was 


agreed to. 


Mr. DANA asked leave to present a resolution, 
which was read for ‘the information of the House, 
as follows: 

- Resolved, That the Clerk of this House cause to 
be published in one or more of the newspapers 
printed in this city, the names of all members 0 
Congress who shall be absent without leave on aby 
call of the House, or vote by yeas and nays. 

Objection having been made to the reception of 
the resolution, i 

Mr. DANA moved to suspend the rules, and on 


were ordered. R 

Mr. BANKS moved to lay the motion to suspend 
the rules on the table. 

Mr. DANA demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which having beer ordered, __ 

Mr. BANKS withdrew his motion to lay on the 
table. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules by yeas and nays; which were— 
yeas 106, nays 76, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Adame, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, A. G. Brown, 
Burke, William O. Butler, John Campbell, William B. Camo- 
beli, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Connor, Wil- 
tiam R. Cooper, Craig, Cross, Davee, Davies, John Da- 
vis, John W. via, Garret Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fillmore, Fletcher, Floyd, For- 
nance, Galbraith Seauy, we Goggin, Goode, Hammond, 
Hand, Hawkins, Henry, iN of North Carolina, Holmes, Hop- 
kins, Hubbard, Jackeon, Joseph Johnson Cave Johnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Parrish, Parmenter, 


Parris, Paynter, Perikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Randolph, Rari- ; 


den, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rive Robinson, Ryal muels, 
Shaw, - Simonton, John Smi Truman Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Swearingen, Taliaferro, 
Francis Tho: Jacob Thompson, Turney, Underwood Van- 
derpoel, P. J. Wa ner, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wiliams, 


Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, and J. L. Williams— 106. 


NAYS—Messre. Alford, J. W. Allen, Banks, Baker, Biddle, | 
Bond, Boyd, Briggs, Calhoun, Carroll, Chittenden, Dart, i 
ushing, | 


Mark A. Cooper, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Davee, Daweon, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Droomgoole, Evans, 
Everett, Gates, Giddings, Graves, Green, Griffin, Habersham, 
John Hastings, Hawes, Hill of Virginia, Hillen, Hoffman, 
James, Jameson, Charles Johnston, Wm.Cost Johnston, Kemp- 
shall, King, Leet, Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Mon- 
roe, Morgan, Bamuel W. Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, 
Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Rayner, Saltonstall, Sergeant, 
Shepard, Slade, Albert Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Philip F. Tho- 
mas, Toland, Triplett, D.ẹD. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, 
E. D. White, T. W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, 
and Worthington—76. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. ADAMS, by general consent, presented a 
memorial from the workmen on the public build- 
dings; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Pabbe Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back to the House, without 
amendinent, Senate bill entitled an act to autho- 
rize the Secretary of the Treasury to use chemical 
or any other oil in the light-houses,and to make the 
necessary alterations for that purpose; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union. 

„Also reported back to the House, from the same 
committee, without amendment, Senate bill enti- 
tledan act to amend “au act regulating the pas- 
senger ships and vessels.” 

Mr. CURTIS hoped the bill would be put upen 
its engrossment. I: did not require cemmitment. 
He explained the nature of the bill; which was un- 
derstood to repeal so much of the existing law as 
restricted the passengers to two to each ton of the 
vessels carrying passengers, so far as the same 
might apply to steam vessels running to certain 
ports. 

Mr. PETTRIKIN was opposed to the passage 
of the bill; which he said would give these vessels a 
monopoly and advantage over,other vessels. 

Mr. CURTIS made some further remarks in 
explanation of the object of the bill. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said it was a very impor- 
tant bill, and the Howse should not be taken by 
surprise by forcing the question upon it so soon. 


He spoke of the humane objects of the law which | 


this proposed to repeal—it was a salatary one, 
having a regard to the comfort and bealth of the 
passeagers. He believed, if it was repealed, so 
far as it related to the steamboats, the effect would 
be that those boats would be so crowded with pas- 
sengers as to prove detrimental to their health. 
He was not prepared to vote in favor of the repeal, 
without some reflection and investigation. He 
therefore moved to postpone the further considera- 
tion of the biil till this day week; which motion 
was agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be 
printed. l 

Mr. CURTIS also, from the same committee, 
reporied back to the House, without amendment, 
Senate bill entitled an act for the relief of the 
owners of the British brig Despatch; Which was 
committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CURTIS also, from the same committee, 
reported the following resolution: 


that motion demanded the yeas and nays; which l 
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Resolved, That the report and chart of the sur- 
vey of the harbors of Beaufort and Wilmington, 
in North Carolina, communicated to this House 
by the Secretary of the Navy; and the report of 
the chart of the surveys of the Southern coast, from 
Tybee island, in Georgia, to Hunting island, in 
South Carolina, prepared by Lieut. Wilkes, be 
lithographed; and that 2,500 of each report and 
chart be published. 

Mr. CURTIS explained the importance of the 
charts, and hoped the question would be taken 
without delay. 

Mr. TURNEY objected to the consideration of 
the resolution; and, consequently, it lies over one 
day. 

On motion of Mr. REYNOLDS, the Committee 
on the Public Lands was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of H. H. Colgan, 
also from the correspondence between the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office and the Re- 
corder; also frem the memorial of the Missouri 
Agricultural Society; and they were severally or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. REYNOLDS also, from the Commiitee on 
Public Lands, reported back to the House without 
amendment, Senate bill, entitled an act for the re- 
lief of Zadoc Martin; which was committed to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. R. also reported, from the same committee, 
a bill to grant a quantity of land to the State of 
Missouri, for the purpose of constructing a rail- 


! road from New Albany, in the State of Indiana, to 


Mount Carmel, in the State ef Illinois; which was 
read twice, and committed to the Committe of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 
the Committee on the Public Lands was dis- 
charged from the farther consideration of the peti- 
tions and papers of Silas M. Catching, Stephen 
Fox, and Wm. A. Powell, and they were severally 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, from the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, reported back to the 
House Senate bill entitled an act for the relief of 
John W. Monette, with an amendment, which was 
concurred in, and the amendment, according to 
order, having been engrossed for a third reading, 
the bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported back to the House, without 
amendment, Senate bill entitled an act for the re- 
lief of Jane Waller; which was commi'ted to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. JONES ef Virginia, the rules 
ef the House were suspended, and the House re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, (Mr. Bangs in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 
Mr. BELL continued his remarks in opposition 
to the bill till 24 o’clock, the hour of recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. BELL resumed his remarks in relation to 
the currency generally, and in opposition to a Sub- 
Treasury as a regulator of the currency. He went 
into a history of his own course with reference to 
that question, with a view to prove his consistency; 
and at 6 o’cleck he gave way to 

Mr. ALFORD, who moved that the committee 
rise. 

On this motion tellers being demanded and or- 
dered, it was found that there was no quorum. 

Mr. BELL expressed his willingness to proceed 
without a quorum. 

Mr. ADAMS objected, as did several other 
members, to the business being resumed without a 
quorum. 

The committee then rose, and the chairman re- 
ported that fact to the House. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved to adjourn. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL demanded the years and 


as follows: 


YEAS-—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, || 


Bell, Bri William B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chinn, Chit- 
tenden, Ó ark, James Cooper, Crabb, Crockett, Ed 

Dawson, Dennis, Dellet, Evans, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, 
Graves, Hall, Hawes, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, James, Charles 
Johnston, Kempshall, Lincoln, McCarty, Naylor, Peck, Pope, 
profit, Rayner, Ridgway, Saltonstall, Slade, Storrs, Stuart, 


ward Davies, : 


Taliaferro, Titlinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Warren, Thomas 
W. Williams, and Christopher H. Williams—b0. ü 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Burke, Carr, 
Carroll, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor. Mark A. Cooper 
William R. Cooper, Cross, Dana, John Davis, Doan, Doig, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Floyd, Fornance Gal’ 
braith, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Hawkins, Hill of Norh 
Carolina, Holleman, Holmes Hopkins Baan John- 
son, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, emble, Kille, Leadbet. 
ter, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, 
Marchand, Miller, Montanys, Montgomery, Newhard, Pariah’ 
Parmenter, Parris, Pickens, Prentiss, Reynolds, James Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Sweney, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vander. 

el, Weller, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Lewis 

jliiams —80, 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

A quorum being now present, 

The House again resolved itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Independent Treasury 
bill, and 

Mr. BELL resumed, and was replying to his 
colleague {Mr. Brown] on another subject, when 
he was simultaneously called to order by the 
Cuai, and by Mr. Beatty of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said he must insist that 
the rules be preserved. 

Mr. WISE took an appeal from the decision of 
the Cuar that the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Bg.x] was out of order. 

The question was then taken, “Shall the deci- 
sion of the Cuair stand as the judgment of the 
committee, by tellers, and resulted—ayes 81, 
nays 38. 

No quorum having voted, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said there was evidently a 
quorum in the House, and he moved that the Cuar 
take another count, and the Crair was about di- 
viding the committee for that purpose, when 

Mr. WISE objected to having another count, 
and insisted that the committee should rise, and- 
that it was the duty of the chairman to report the 
fact of there being no quorum, to the House; ac- 
cordingly 

The committee rose, and the CnaR reported the 
fact to the Honse. 

Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky moved that there 
be a call of the House. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr, TRIPLETT moved that the House adjourn; 
an : 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi demanded the 
yeas and nays on that motion; which having been- 
ordered, were—yeas 39, nays 88, as fellows: 

YEAS—Mesers. John W: Allen, Andrews, Baker, Bell, 
Wm. B. Campbell, Casey, James Coo er, Crabb, Crockett, 
Dawson, Dennis, Dellet, Evans, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Gog: 
gin, Goode, Graves, Hoffman, Lincoln, Nayior, Osborne, Ray: 
ner, Ridgway, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Trapiett, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, 
Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, C. H. illiams, 
and Wise—39. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, William Ò. Butler, Bynum, 
Carr, Chapman, Clifford, Colquitt, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, 
Wm. R. Couper, Craig, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Doan, Doig, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher. Floy 
Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Hawkins, Holleman, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McCulloh, McKay, Marchand, 
Montanya, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Ryall, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, John Smith, Thomas Smith. Stark- 
weather, Strong, Swearingen, Francis Thomas, Philip F. 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, David 
D. Wagener, Weller, Wick, and J. W. Williams—88. 

So the House refused to adjourn; and there 
now being a quorum present, 

The House again went into committee. 

_Mr. WISE withdrew his hppeal from the deci- 
sion of the CHAIR. 

Mr. BELL was again about proceeding in his 
remarks; when 

Mr. BEATTY called him to order, and insist- 
ed that he could not proceed, under the rule, un- 
less permission was granted by the committee. 

The CHAIR said, as objection was made, the 


| gentleman could not proceed without permission of 
nays, which being ordered, were—yoas 50, nays 80, |! 


the committee. 

_ Mr. WISE made some remarks as to the ques- 
tion of order, and moved that he be permitted t0 
proceed in order; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL said, unless he was permitted to re- 
ply to the remarks of his colleague, (Mr. Brown,] 
he had nothing further to say, than that the charges 


i i i i founded, &c. 
of inconsistency against him were un , 
It was not his habit, he said, to trespass upon ihe 
rales, and therefore refrained from any further 


ly. 
Gir. EVANS obtained the foor. : uae 
Mr. BROWN of Tennessee asked him to yield i 
it, to enable hm to repiy to his colleague, [Mr. ! 
Bru.] F 
Mr. EVANS said he would do so, but the gen- | 
leman from Tennessee (Mr. BELL]. having been | 
declared to be out of order, was not permitted to ; 
ig the remarks to which he wished to re- . 
ply; therefore, it was evident that he (Mr. Brown,] | 
gould not reply, if he were to yield him the floor. - 
Oa motion of Mr. EVANS, the committee then 


rose, and ; 
The House, at 10 o'clock, adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, Jane 18, 1840. 

A message was received from the House of Re- | 
presentatives, through Mr. GaRLanND, their Clerk, `| 
announcing the death of the Hon. Anson Brown, | 
a member of that body, and their consequent pro- | 
ceedings thereapon; which proceedings having | 
been read, 

Mr. TALLMADGE rose, and addressed the 
Senate as follows: 

i ENT: The message from the other 
House, which has just been read, announces the | 
death of the Hon. Anson Brown, laie a Represen- 
tative in that body from the State of New York. 

I rise to ask of the Senate that tribute of respect 
which is due to his memory. I perform this me- 
lancholy duty with no ordinary emotions. But a 
few days have elapsed since the deceased was here 
in the regular discharge of the important duties of 
his station. Before he left for home, I heard him 
speak of his indisposition, but I had no apprehen- 
sion of serious illness, mach less this sudden and 
unexpected termination of his disease. He died at 
his own residence in Ballston, last Sunday evening, ‘ 
surrounded by his family and friends. , 

Mr. Brown was a gentleman of a liberal educa- 
tiow, and distinguished attainments as a scholar, of 
high standing in the legal profession, and posesssed | 
in an eminent degree the esteem and confidence of 
all who had the gocd fortune to make his acquaint- 
ance. He was kind and amiable in his intercourse 
in society, and no one was more happy in his do- 


can fully appreciate his virtues, except those who 
have been called to mourn his loss. My heart 
bleeds to contemplate the desolation of the widow 
and the orphan whom this afflıciive bereavement 
hae left behind. Caut off in the vigor of manhood, 
and‘in the midst of his usefulness, the community 
has lost oxe of its most valuable members, and 
his friends one of their most cherished associates. 
His sudden death is one of those inscrutable dis- , 
pensations of Providence to which we are all bound | 
to bow with perfect submission. I will only add, | 
that he was a man of the strictest integaity and ho- — 


nor, and that he lived respected, and died lamented, `! 


| 


by all who knew him. 

As a tribute of respect for his memory, I move 
for the adoption of the Senate the following resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That the members of the Senate will 
testify their respect for the memory of the deceased, 
by wearing crape on the left arm for the space of 
thirty days. . 

Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect 
for the memory cf the deceased, the Senate do now 


Mr. DAVIS asxed the Senator from New York, | 

r. TaLtmapaE,] to give way for a moment, to | 
enable him to make a motion, for doing which the 
present afforded the only opportunity. 

Mr. TALLMADGE assenting, | 

Mr. DAVIS, at the request (he said) of several '! 
gentlemen, who desired that a more fall vote should | 
be taken on the subject of ihe claim of the heirs of || 

rt Fulton, moved to reconsider the vote by 

which that claim was rejected; which motion was 
agreed to, and the subject, for the present, was laid 
on the table. 

The resolutions were then unanimously adopted, 

And the Senate adjourned, 


+ 
t 


. victim of impai 


' hearted man as his character deserves. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Trorspay, June 18, 1840. 
The journal having been read— 
Mr. CURTIS rose and addressed the House as 
follows: 


Mr. Speaker: In the absence of one of my col-` 


leagues, who has been a member of this House 
much longer than any of his companions, circum- 
stances, in the opinion of my colleagues, have im- 
posed upon me this morning the performance of a 
most painful duty. 

I have risen, sir, to arrest the attention of the 
House, if possible, for a few minutes, to an- 
nounce that death has passed upon one of its mem- 
bers; that death has broken the ranks of the repre- 
sentation from the State of New York. The ho- 
norable Anson Brown, a Representative from that 
State, died athis own residence, in the county of 
Saratoga, on Sunday evening last, at ten o’clock. 

But a few days since, not now more than ten or 
twelve, I met him and conversed with him at one 
of the doors of this hall. He said he was about to 


|: visit his famiy for a few days, and that, before any 


final decision of the House should take place upon 
the subject then and now the principal topic of 
daily discussicn, he expected to be again in his 
place; indeed, he said a letter from any friend, no- 
tifying him of its necessity, would command his 
immediate return. He shook me by the hand, and 
turned from me with some cheerful expressions of 
kindness. I saw him then, for the last time. 
Alas! sir, he has now gone beyond the calls of 
public duty, and the sammons of private friend- 
ship addressed to him now will fall upon 
“The dull cold ear of death.” 
It was known to some of his colleagues and 


| more intimate friends that, from the commence- 


ment of this session, Mr. Brown had been the 
health; and yet, sir, his death 
was not more expected than that of the most vi- 
gorous of us who occupy these places to-day. But, 
sir, the event proves that, from the first day he en- 
tered this hall, the hand ef disease was constantly 
pressing him downward to the grave in which death 
has now laid him. The event proves that, while 
his colleagues, from his puactual attendance upon 


| the duties of this House, regarded him as but 
' slightly indisposed, he was ia fact struggling, in 
' the performance of his public duty, with the pangs 
| Of a fatal malady. 

mestic relatious. Asa husband and father, none || 


I dare not trust myself to speak of this true- 
I must 
check the promptings of friendship, early esta- 
blished, and long continued, without interruption. 
But I may say of him, to those who were not fa- 
miliar with his character, that he possessed a mind 
so illaminated by knowledge and reflection, a spirit 
so imbued with deep sentimentsof patriotism, that, 
in the absence of physical infirmity, he was fitted 
for a career of distinction and usefulness in this 
House that would have reflected honor upon his 
constituents and the people of the State to which 
he belonged. 

It was not without the greatest reluctance on the 
part of Mr. Brown that the people of his district 
induced him to enter upon the daties of public life; 
and it was his intention at the close of his term of 
office to have retired to those more congenial pur- 
suits of a private citizen which he unwillingly sur- 
rendered at the solicitation of his friends, He loved 
his home, his family, his neighbors, and the agree- 
able excitement of a profession in which he had 
acquired the distinction of a sound and able law- 
yer. 


Mr. Speaker, it is a matter of consolation with 
his colleagues, since in the providence of God the 
career of our valued friend was now to be cut 
short in the meridian of his life, that the fatal ar- 
row did not reach him while separated from the so- 
lace of his family and the comforts of his home. 
He had closed an honorable life ìn the midst of 
those who knew him best and honored and loved 
him most. He has finished life where he began it. 
At ihe hour of death he was surrounded by those 
who knew him as an affectionate husband, a ten- 
der father, a faithfal son, a kind neighbor, a high- 
minded, patriotic eitizen, and a devoted Christian. 

Sir, I knew this departed friend for years that 
run back to the days of college remembrances, I 


473 
know, too, the intelligent constituency that he re- 
presented. They are the people of Saratoga and 
Schenectady, two of the oldest and most renowned 
counties in the history of New York. Among that 
people he was born; among them he had gained 
an enviable character for purity of purpose, and 
for honor and fidelity in all the relations of life; 
among them he lived in the affectionate regards of 
numerous friends, and in the universal respect and 
confidence of his fellow-citizens, of all classes and 
parties. In his untimely death, his district sus- 
tains an irreparable loss, the State is bereaved of 
one of her worthiest sons, and this House has 
parted with a member whose life and conversation 
were an honor to its body. 

Sir, it is not my office to speak of the admonition 
to us who survive that comes from the early grave 
of one of our fellows. It cannot fail, however, 
sir, to teach us “what shadows we are,” and, ar- 
resting us in the midst of this scene of active and 
exciting employment, it must remind us “what 
shadows we pursue.” 

Mr. CURTIS thereupon submitted the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, That this House has heard with deep 
Sensibility of the death of the Hon. Anson Brown, 
a member from the State of New York, which 
took place at his residence, at Ballston Spa, on the 
14th instant. 

Resolved, That, as a mark of respect for the me- 
mory of the deceased, the members of this House 
will wear crape on the left arm for the space of 
thirty days. . ; 

Which resolutions being unanimously "adopted 
thereupon the House, on motion of Mr. CURTIS, 

Adjourned. , 


IN SENATE, 
Frivay, June 19, 1840. 

The VICE SRESIDENT submitted a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, showing, in 
compliance with a resolution of thé Senate, the 
amount of revenue received between the. end of 
jhe last fiscal year and the first of the present 
month; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

The following is an abstract of the report: 


Received from customs ~- = $6,091,951 
lands - - 1,396,202 

miscellaneous 7 32,676 

7,520,837 

Collected from former deposite banks , "522,128 
Issue of new Treasury notes - , 1,427,166 


Mr. HUBBARD presented a petition from 
sundry citizens of Racine, Wiskonsin Territory; 
also, two petitions from the citizens of Southport 
and Milwaukie, all praying for the construction 
of a harbor at ——, on Lake Michigan. Referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
sundry citizens of Dutchess county, New. York, 
praying for the passage of a general bankrupt 
law; which was read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of the widow 
of Juhn Vance, a soldier of the Revolution; which 
was referred to the Commitiee on Pensions. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from Richard 
O. Davidson, praying an appropriation to test the 
practicabilicy of an invention to carry the mails 
ef the United States through the air; which was 
laid on the table. f 

Mr. MOUTON; from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Therese Malette, widow 
of Caspard Pheole; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

The resolution: submitted some days since, by 
Mr. Wazeg, for the appointment of a select com- 
mittee to inquire into the propriety of selecting Re- 
porters for the Senate, was taken up, and after be- 
ing discussed by Messrs. WALKER, TAPPAN, 
CLAY of Kentucky, NORVELL, ALLEN, AN- 
DERSON, KING, and CLAY of Alabama, ils 
further consideration was postponed for the pre- 
sent. 

On motion by Mr. WEBSTER, the bill to autho. 


` 
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rize the Mount Carmel and New Alabany Railroad 
Company, to enter, on a credit, a quantity of land 
to aid the company in the construction of a railroad 
from New Albnny, in the State of Indiana, to 
Mount Carmel, in the State of Illinois, was taken 
up, as in committee of the whole; and after discus- 
sien by Messrs. WEBSTER, BENTON, LINN, 
YOUNG, and WHITE, 

Mr. BENTON moved for its indefinite postpone- 
aen which was lost—ayes 12, noes 16,as fol- 

ows: 

YEAS——Messrs. Allen, Andersen, 
Brown, Calhoun, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Roane, 
Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, and Wright—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Dixon, Henderson, 
Hontington, King, Knight, Linn, Merrick, Nicho- 
las, Norvell, Prentiss, Smith of Indiana, Tall- 
madge, Webster, White, and Young—16. 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, June 19, 1840. 

The CHAIR having announced that reports of 
committees were first in order— 

Mr. HUBBARD of Alabama, from the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, reported back to the 
House, without amendment, Senate bill, entitled 
“An act to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to a reversion in the State of Ala- 
bama;” which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Also, reported back, without amendment, Senate 
bill, entitled, “Ari act authorizing the States to tax 
any lands within their limits, sold by the United 
States;” which, after a few remarks by Mr. HUB- 
BARD in favor of the immediate passage of the 
bill, and Mr. TILLINGHAST in favor of its com- 
mitment— 

On motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, it was com- 
mitted to che Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. H. also reported back to the House, without 
amendment, Senate bill, entitled “An act for the 
relief of certain settlers on the public lands, who 
were deprived of the benefits of the act granting 
pre-emption rights,” which was approved on the 
19th June, 1834. 

Mr. H. made some remarks explanatory of the 
principle of the bill; and moved, that instead of 
taking the usual course of reference, it be put upon 
its passage. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST made some remarks in 
opposition to that motion, and moved that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. $ 

Mr. CRABB considered that the principle of the 
bill bad been settled in the pre-emption act already 
passed, which bill was much stronger in principle 
than this He was opposed to the commitment. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland spoke of the frauds 
which had been committed upon the Creek reser- 
vations in Alabama, and was opposed to the pas- 
sege of any bill of the kind to settle claims on the 
reservations till the commission which had charge 
of the subject shall have made a report in full. 

Mr. CRABB, in relation to the frauds referred to 
by the gentleman from Maryland,replied, that if they 
existed to the extent spoken of, they were not com- 
mitted by citizens of Alabama, but by citizens of 
Maryland as well as the citizens of other States. 
He had heard a great deal said about friendship 
for those who lived in log cabins; he wished to see 
some evidence of it. Every friend of the log cabin 
boys would, and aught to vote for this bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland cared not whether 
the frauds were committed by citizens of Mary- 
land or Alabama, or any other State, or by those 
living in log cabins, or by those living in palaces; 
he was opposed to them, aad would condemn them 

- wherever they existed,or by whomsoever committed. 
He wanted time to examine the bill, and he hoped 

it would be committed for that purpose. 

Mr. BRIGGS was opposed to committing the 
bill to the Committee on the state of the Union. 
It was a private claim, and he saw no good reason 
why itshould have an earlier or more favorable con- 
sideration than other private claims before the com- 
mittes. He therefore moved that it be referred to 


Benton, 


‘Cushing, Dana, 
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the Committee of the Whole, instead of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union as proposed. 

Mr. LINCOLN also spoke in favor of giving 
this bill the same direction as other private claims. 
It involved a principle different from that in the 
pre-emption law, as asserted by the gentleman 
from Alabama, (Mr. Craze ] 

Mr. TURNEY had always voted for these pre- 
emption rights, but he was opposed to having the 
morning hour consumed on a question of reference, 
or of putting the bill outof its proper channel, if 
it was determined, instead of referring the bill, to 
have action upon it; and for the purpose of getting 
at the question, he moved to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama demanded the 
yeas and nays on that motion; which were not 
ordered. 

At the suggestion of several, and for the pur- 
pose of having the bill referred, Mr. TURNEY 
withdrew his motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. GRAVES renewed the motion to lay on the 
table. 

Mr. CRABB asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were refused. 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 
laid on the table, on count by ayes and noes. 

Mr. GRAVES said he heard a gentleman inti- 
mate his intention to move to reconsider the vote; 
he therefore made the motion to reconsider now. 

Mr. CRABB hoped the House would grant him 
the yeas and rays on that motion; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 107, nays 64, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Briggs, Albert 
G. Brown, Burke, William O, Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, 
Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Mark A. Cooper, 
William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cross, 


avee, Dvies, John Davis, J. W. Davis, 
Dellet, Doan, Doig, Earl, iddings, È Ely, Fine, Fletcher, For- 


nance, Galbraith, Gerry, Giddings, Goode, Griffin, Habersham, 
Hand, J. Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, Hillen, Hook, 
Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan McOulloh, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Miller, Montanya, Samuel W. Morris, Parrish, Petrikin, 
Prentiss, Ramsey, Raridén, Reynolds, Ridgway, Robinson, 
Ryall, Shaw, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. 
Wag Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 


ener, Watterson, | 
Henry Williame, Christopher H. Williams, and John T. H- 
Worthington—107. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Landaff W. Andrews, Baker, 
Bond, Botts, Brockway, Sampson H. Butler, Calhoun, William 
B. Campbell, Chittenden, Clark, Connor, Cranston, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dromgoole, Evans, Floyd, Gates, Gen- 
try, Goggin, Graham, Graves, Hall, Wm. 8. Hastings, 
Hill ot North Carolina, Jackson, James, Chas. Johnston, 
William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lincoln, Marvin, 
Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Newhard, 
Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Paynter, Peck, James Rogers, Balton- 
stall, Samuels, Sergeant, Simonton, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Storrs, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Edward D. White, Thomas 
W. Williams, and Lewis Williams—64. . 

So the vote to lay the bill on the table was recon- 
sidered; and 

The question recurring on the motion to lay on 
the table, it was negatived; and the bill was then 
referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, made adverse reports on the petitions of Ja- 
cob Houseman and William C. Bethe}. Also, 
made a report on the memorial of the Montgo- 
mery Railroad Company, praying the right of way 
through the public lands, discharging the said com- 
mittee from its further consideration on the ground 
that a general bill had teen reported for the attain- 
ment of that object. Also, made an adverse report 
on the petition of David R. Mitchell. On motion 
of Mr. H. the committee was also discharged from 
the further consideration of certaia memorials from 
the Legislative Council of the Territory of Iowa. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Elisha Moreland, Robert J. 
Kennedy, and Madison C. Lewis; and a bill for 
the relief of Joseph Wilson of Lauderdale; which 
bills were read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mitte of the Whole. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lie Lands, rsported a bill for the relief of Henry | 
Nuringham; which was read twice, and committed | 
to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CRARY, from the same committee, reported : 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate bill, : 
entitled “An act to create an additional land office 


| gave his reasons why he would 


| restricting the judicial system of the United States, 
‘| which was reported back from the Committee on 


in the State of Michigan and for other purposes. 
which was committed to the Committee of the 
‘Whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, the Committee on 
the Public Lands was discharged from the further 
consideration of the resolution of the Legislature of 
Michigan in relation to the University lands; and 
from the memorial for a bounty in land to the com- 
missioned officers of the war of 1812. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on the Post Of. 
fice and Post Roads, reported back to the House the 
bill for the establishment of certain post routes in 
the Territory of Iowa, and to discontinue others 
therein named; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition of James T. Feas; and it was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back to the House, without 
amendment, Senate bill, entitled “An act to amend 
an act approved 18th January, 1839, entitled an act 
toamend an act entitled an act to require the Judge 
of the District of East and West Tennessee, to hold 
a court at Jackson, in said State, approved June 
18, 1838, and for other purposes.” 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, the bill was now 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. SERGEANT also reported back to the 
House, from the same committee, without amend- 
ment, Senate bill entitled an act to establish a 
board of claims, to hear and examine claims 
against the United States; 

Also reported back, without amendment, Senate 
bill entitled an act to anthorize the payment of 
equitable commissions to the agents cr attorneys of 
persons in whose favor awards have been made, 
under three annual treaties between the United 
States and certain foreign powers; which awards 
have been retained in the Treasury, in payment of 
debts due to the United States; and 

Senate bill entitled an act respecting the heirs of 
Agnes Dundas; 

Which bills were severally referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. 8. also, from the same committee, reported 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate 
bill entitled an act in addition to an act respecting 
the judicial system of the United States; which Mr. 
S. asked might be put upon ils passage, if there 
was no objection; but the morning hour having ex- 

ired, 
ý On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Bangs in the chair) 
and resumed the consideration of the 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. EVANS, who wasentitled to the floor, exa- 
mined into the state of the currency at different peri- 
ods since the formation of the Government, and the 
course of the past and present Administrations with 
reference to il; which course he censured, and to 
which he attributed all the present evils.of the 
times. He examined the bill under discussion, and 
not vote for it. 
He spoke till the hour of 24 o'clock, at which 
ume , 

Mr. TILLINGHAST obtained the floor, and 
the House took its usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST spoke until half past eight 
o'clock, in opposition to the bill. He examined it 
in all its bearings, with a view toshow that it would 
not prove so good a regulator of the currency asa 
Bank of the United States. 

After he had concluded, 

Mr. COLQUITT obtained the floor; 
committee rcse, and 

The House, at half past eight o’clock, adjourned. 


‘when the 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, Jane 20, 1840. 
Senate bill entitled “An act in addition to the act 


@ 


the Judiciary on Saturday, was read the third ime 


eet permeate A T 


The CHAIR announced that the next business 
jn order was the following resolation, reported 
from the Commitiee on Commerce a few days ago, 
viz: : f 

Resolved, That the report and chart ef the sur- 
vey of the harbors of Beaufort and Wilmington, 
in North Carolina, communicated to this House 


by the Secretary of the Navy, and the report of ii nolda, Samuels, Shaw, 


the chart of the surveys of the Southern coast, from 


Tybee island, in Georgia, to Hunting island, in ` 
South Carolina, prepared by Lieut. Wilkes, be - 


ithographed; and that 2,500 of each report and 
chart be published. 


Mr. FETRIKIN opposed the adoption of the re- 


solution, because he believed the matter of lithogra- 

y had become a thing of local speculation. He 
then spoke of the manner in which the lithograph- 
ing had been conducted, 

Mr. HABERSHAM said he was obliged te con- 
clade that, from the manner of the objection of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, he was entirely 
ignorant of its merits or claims. If he had inquired 
into its merits, there certainly cou'd not have been 


any objection from him. Mr. H. then showed the | 
great importance of the chart, and advocated the ' 


passage of the resolution. 


Mr. BRIGGS had no doubt that the chart was a . 
meritorious one, but he was opposed to having it | 
printed until there was a thorough investigation in- | 
to the manner in which the lithographing had been 
He then cited an instance in which a chart 
had been engraved by order of the Senate, and the 


done. 
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Boyd, Briggs, Burke, William ©. Butler, Wm. B. Campbell, 
Carr, Casey, Chapman, M. A.Co per, Wm R. Cooper, Craig, 
Doan, Deiz, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fletcher, Galbraith, 
Gerry, Gid.iinga, Hall, Hammond, Joho Hastings, Hawkins, 
Fill of North Carolina, Holleman. Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, 
! Jackson, James, Jameson, Chas. Johnston, J. Jahnson, Cave 


į Johnson, N. Jones, Juhn W. Jones, Keim, Kilie, Leadbetter, 


i| Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, Miller, Mitchell, Mont- 
‘| gomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, 


|! Parcis, Paynter, Kerrikia, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rariden, Rey- 
ohn Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
: weather, Steenrod, Strong, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, 

Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Turney, David D. Wagener, Wat- 

i terson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, and Lewis Williams—&. 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the ruleq were 
suspended, and the House resolved itself 
; Cemmittee of the whole House on the state of th 
| Union, and resumed the consideration of the I_dé- 
: pendent Treasury bill. 

_ Mr. COLQUITT being entitled to the floor, after 
. Some introductory remarks, in which he showed 

the necessity of separating prejudice and feeling 
i} from debates on all questions, and the liability of 
every one to be led astray by such influences, he 

showed that the people had now become too wise 
| tobe satisfied with mere declarations of zeal for 
rights, and required a more satisfactory kind of 
: evidence, viz. the actions of their servants. 

It had been said that the bill before the commit- 
tee was fraught with ruin, with desolation, and 
with wo. It therefore became their duty to ex- 
amine it dispassionately, and by the rule of reason, 
instead of violent declamation or party prejudice, 
to judge of its merits. 

As the Opposition, in a body, were censuring 


| 


{ 
i 


same lithographed by order of the House, and that 
done at the instance of tbe Fouse cost double as 
much as that ordered by the Senate. It should not 
be lithographed unless the House was better in- 
formed of the expense. He would then go for the 
resolution. ~ ~~ 


this measure, he contended that they were bound to 
propose some other plan to the country for accom- 
plishing the desired end. It would not answer, 
that individuals should get up on the floor and de- 
| nounce the bill, and talk about an antagonistical 


: | measure. It was the duty of the party to propose 
Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved to amend the re- |’ come measure which they considered would an- 


‘ solution by adding the following: “and also to have | werihéend. 


printed, in Hke manner, 5,000 copies of the geolo- | From what had been said, there could be no 


gical report lately submitted to this House, for the :. goybt-but that a National Bank was the favorite 


reat cere thereof, ander the direction of |: scheme of the Opposition. Then why did they 
ihe Fopograpical Bureau. not at once come out boldly, and propose 


Mr. C. spoke of the ability of the above paper . : 
and characterized it as one of the best of the kind pe anal measara 1o Ahe Peoples: Anu eowewcty hi 


ever submitted to the House. 
the House, he moved the previous question. 
, Mr. STEENROD moved to lay 
: fle table. 


Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; ' 
vhich having been ordered, were—yeas 71, nays | 


96. 


table. 


The question recurring on the call for the pre- 
vious question, there was a second; and the ques- 
tion now being, “Shall the main question be now 


pat 7 


which the House refused. 


So the main question having been ordered to ke ` 
put, and the question being, “Shall the resolution j; 


sgt)? 


Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 


which were ordered. 


The CHAIR said, upon an examination of the 


amendment, he found that there was another and 
similar motion pending, and the amendment was 
hol, therefore, in order; and the question would be 
on the adoption of the original resolution.  - 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; which the House refused to do. - 

The question was then taken on ths adoption of 
the resolution, and it was passed—yeas 93, nays 
82, as follows: , 

YEAS—Messrs. Adama, Alford, Judson Allen, Johi W. 
Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, Biddle, Bond, Brockway, 
Albert G. Brown, Sampean H. Butler, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, 
Clark, Clifford, Colquitt, Crabb, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, 
Crosa, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Edward Davies, John 
W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, 
Dromgoole, Evans, Everett, Rice Garland, Gates; Gentry, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Griffin, Tabersham, Hand, Wm. 8. 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Va. Hoffman, Holmes, W. 

Johnson, Kerpshall, King, Leonard, Lincoln, Lowell, 
McKay, Marchand, Mason, Monroe, Montanya, Morgan, Nay- 
lor, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Rids- 
Way, Edward Rogera, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepard, Simon- 


ton, Albert Smith, Stanly, storrs, Stuart, Sumter, Waddy - 


Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 
wood, Peter J. Wagaer, Warren, Edward D. White, Wick, 
W. Williams, and J. L. Williams—93. 


To save the time of . 


the resolution ony, 


So the House refused to lay the resolution on the i 


Mr. BRIGGS demanded the yeas and nays; 


presumed would not be safe, as in some parts of 
the country such a proposition would not answer. 
i: Hence thiserooked policy of opposing this bill, 
r without having the courage to propose any thing 
. in itsstead. It was far more easy for them to run 
foul of this measure, than to propose any thing else. 
Mr. C. then at some length argued the question 
'' of the constitutionality of a National Bank, and 
contended that the advocates of such an institution 
|: could not sustain their position for a moment, if 
|. they took the Constitution in its plain literal mean- 
‘| ing. At the time the Constitution was framed, 
j; there were living too many men, whose rags and 
hardships proved they knew the value of freedom, 
to think of protecting a great monéyed interest, to 
the exclusion, and at the expense, of’ all the rest. 
Whether a man got his living by the saw or the 
plane, or served behind the counter, the Constitu- 
li tion was designed to throw the mantle of protection 
li around all classes, instead of sacrificing them at 
the shrine of a great moneyed institution, for the 
support of men who were too idle to earn their 
bread by industry, ahd too proud to work. 

He then read numerous authorities, showing the 
very “consistent” course of the old United States 
Bank, and that during its existence, instead of 
securing prosperity to the country, it caused no- 
thing but distress and insolvency. š 

After adverting to all these facts, he asked with 
what consistency the Opposition could charge that 
this bill would bring ruin and distress, when such 
alone were the bitter fruits of the system they were 
seeking to establish. Let gentlemen, when they 
speak of “hard times,” not forget to tell their con- 

| stituents what kind of times there were when that 
' bank was in operation. 

| Inthe course of bis remarks he alluded to the 
charge of the Opposition, that, by destroying the 
banks, credit would be destroyed at the same time. 
He denied this, and contended that credit had al- 
ways existed long before the existence of banks, 


li 
|; 
j 

li 
L 


| and that the honest and industrious man could 
|| always get credit. 


Banks were not the founda- 


NAYS—Messrs, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell’ i tion, but the abusers of credit. 


to af! 
|! 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


By way of illustration, Mr. C. caused to be read 
the letter of Governor Throop on the subject. In 
the course of the reading, several of the Whig 
party objected to its jntroduction, on the ground 
that it consnmed the time of the House. Bot, 
as its introduction was strictly relavent, their ob- 
jection did not prevent its being read through. 


The remarks of Mr. C. will appear in full here- 
after. 


2 Mr. RHETT then took the floor, and, at much 


length, replied to the various objections urged 
against the bill, which he contended was the mea- 
sure of the people and for the benefit of the people. 
He had not concluded at 24 o'clock, at which 


, time the House took the usual recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 
After the recess, the House went again into Com- 


: mittee of the Whole, and 


: the several objections urged against the bill. 


Mr. RHETT resumed his remarks in reply to 


After 


showing that the banks of England and Franee, 
. could not be referred to as arguments for a National. 


i 


| Bank in this country, which was not to be responsi- 
* ble to Government, he went on to show, what in 


his opinion was the cheapest mocte of collecting the 
revenue. He contended that the cheapest and 
mest Republican of collecting the taxes, and what 
would be least burdensome to the people, was by 
direct taxation. Indirect taxation was objection- 
able for many reasons. The first was ‘that the 
people were not consciousof the amount of taxes 
they were paying. Again, five times the amount 
could be collected by indirect taxation that would 
be submitted to by direct taxation. Thus it was 
an admirable contrivance for tyranny to conceal 
from the people what they were actually paying. 
He also showed the evi's of such a system in case 
of war, when importations ceasing, the very means’ 
by which Government depended for its support 
would be cut off. 

Mr. R. proceeded to show that the evils arising 


| from the fluctuation in prices, etc. were attributa- 


ble solely to the banking system, for the support ef 
which this tariff system had been fostered. He 
contended that the banking system was not neces- 
sary for the business of the country, and that were 
it not for that expansions and coniractions of those 
institutions, and their occasional suspension of 
specie payments, that business would‘ move on with 
regularity. a oN 

He didnot mean to be understood as contending 
that there should be no banking. If capitalists is- 
sued their paper, and were able to redeem that pa- 
per, he had no objection to it. What he objected 
to was that the arm of Government should inter- 
fere for the purpose of gaining facilities to these 
banks beyond their means. The banking sytem 
could never be destroyed. If it were possible to 
destroy all the banks to-morrow, the system would 
remain. The interchange of paper between indi- 
viduals could not be prevented. . His sole object in 
supporting this measure was the establishment of a 
system for the proper collection and safekeeping 
of the public money. If it went beyond that, or 
had any other object in view, he should deem it 
unconstitutional. l gn 

Mr. R. after adverting to the oppressive conduct 
of the United States Bank, and examining the exag- 
gerated statements as to the use of such banks, said, 
yet this was the very state of things that the Oppo 
sition sought to re-establish. They wished to place 
us again in the power of banks, who, in case of 
another war, could say they would or would not 
pay their debts, just as they pleased. All these 
dangers he considered would be effectually avoided 


- by the adoption of this Independent Treasury sys- 


tem. s 3 
Asfor a National Bank, the grand alternative.of 
this great system, he should say but little. It was 
needless for him to argue the unconstitutianality of 
such an institution. He wasa State Rights man, 
and contended that if such a Bank were 
necessary, then all- the people of the 
country whom it was to affect, should 
govern and rule it. He then went on to show that 
the existence of such a bank was inconsistent with 
the independence of the States, and adduced He 
stances when, under the old United States Bank,,the 
State institutions were made to succumb to her su- 


476 


perior strength. He admitted that one of the effects 
of the present measure would be a restriction of 
State influence; but it would be nothing, compared 
with the oppression of a National Bank. The pro- 
visions of this bill were calculated to operate with- 
out partiality, aud it would be evident that we 
ought always to base our legislation on the great 
fundamental principle of equal rights, etc. 

Mr. R. concladed by saying that he had merely 
glanced at the variousimportant principles involved, 
as he did not wish to detain the committee, for 
if it was proper the bill should pass at all, it was 
necessary that it should pass speedily. 


Mr. DAVID D. WAGENER, after some preli- 
minary remarks, proceeded to notice the objection 
raised by Mr. Evans on yesterday, viz: that this 
Dill was pressed to the exclusion of the appropria- 
tion bills. Mr. W. could not suppress his surprise 
and astonishment at such an objection. In the 
early part of the session, were not the Opposition 
continually taunting the honorable chairman of the 
‘Ways aad Means, and asking him why he did not 
bring forward the bill? Were they not contipually 
insinuating that the Administration party dare not, 
and would not bring forward the bill? And now, 
forsooth, when the bill was brought forward, these 
very same gentlemen were complaining about “‘de- 
lay of the appropriation bills, etc.” 

Mr. W. then proceeded to notice the great ont- 
cry which had been raised in relation to the “war 
of Govenment upon the banks.” 
this charge was as ridiculous as it was unfounded. 
The act of June, 1836, empowered the Secretary to 
deposite the public money in such. banks as paid 

ie for their notes, and which did not issue notes 

of a less denomination than five dollars. Now as 
soon as the banks refased to pay specie, by the 
words of the law, they ceased to be depositories. 
After their suspension the Secretary had no power 
to centinue their use as depositories, Was the 
committee, then, willing to continue the immense 
power and responsibility of disposing of the money 
in the hands of the Secretary, under the supervi- 
sion of the President? Had not the President 
called upon them repeatedly for the passage of this 
_ bill establishing additional safeguards, and had not 
those calls been as repeatedly unheeded. He was 
surprised at the language of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts the other day, censuring the Execu- 
tive in relation to these banks, when he must have 
known that the law was imperative, and that when 
the banks ceased to pay specie, from that moment 
they could no longer be depositories. 

Mr. W. then took a review of the shameful 
course pursued by the old United States Bank, and 
asked whether gentlemen were really willing for 

the re-establishment of another institution, which 
must and would produce similar results. In the 
course of his remarks on this branch of the sub- 
ject, he introduced a curious piece of evidence to 
prove the unconstitutionality of such a Bank. It 
was no other than a report made by Mr. Clay of 
Kentucky, in the Senate, in 1811, on a memorial 
from the stockholders of the Bank, asking an ex- 
tension of one year for the purpose of winding up 
its affairs. That report stated that “as they did 
not consider a Bank of the United States as consti- 
tutional, they could not grant the prayer,” etc. 
Mr. W. said he merely referred to this for the be- 
nefit of the Opposition, that they might know what 
the opinions of Mr. Clay were at that time. 


He next took a survey of all the circumstances 
connected with the employment of the State banks, 
and showed most clearly that their separation from 
Government was entirely their own act, in sus- 
pending specie payments, and not by any compul- 
sory measure on the part of Government. 

Mr. W. then replied at léngth to the various ob- 
jections urged against the present bill, and showed 
that such objections needed only to be examined to 
be confuted. Inthe course of his remarks, he in- 
troduced a speech of Mr. Webster in 1816, on the 
currency, in which was the following remarkable 
sentence: “the sooner you collect your money in 

gold and silver, the better.” 
Mr. W. made also other extracts, which will be 
given as soon as his remarks can be written out in 


- fall: 
Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania next took the 


He showed that | 
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floor, and on his motion the committee rose: ayes 
45, noes 44. 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved to adjourn. 

Hr. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays; 
which being ordered, were—yeas 54, nays 51. 

YEAS--Messrs. Adams, Alford, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, 
Black, Brockway, Sampson H. Butler, Synum, Calhoun, 
William B Campbell, Casey, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cranston, Cushing, Edward Davies, Dawson, Deberry, De 
Everett, Galbraith, James Garland, Goode, Green, William 8. 
Hastings, Hawes, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, James, Kemp- 
shall, King, Marvin, Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, Petrikin, Pope, 
Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Slade, Storrs, 
Stuart, Sumter, ‘Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, 
P. J. Wagner, Warren, and Thomas W. Williains—54. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, John W. Alien, H. J. Ander- 
son, Banks, Beirne, Blackwell, William O. Butler, Carr, Car- 
roll, Carter, Clifford, Connor, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Dana, 
Davee, John Davis, Doan, Doig, Earl, Fisher, Floyd, Gerry, 
Hammond, Hand, Hill of North Carolina, Holleman. Hubbard, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Kille, Lucas, 
McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Montanya, Newhard, Parmen- 
ter, Parris, Paynter, Prentiss, Rhett, Samuels, Albert Smith, 
Steenrod, Swearingen, Sweney, J. Thompson, Jared W. Wil- 


liams, and Henry Willia! l. 
So at half past five, the House adjourned. 
IN SENATE, 
Monpay, June 22, 1840. 

Mr. TAPPAN rose and said, that when the reso- 
lation submitted some days since by the Senator 
from Mississippi, [Mr. WaLerr,] in relation to the 
Reporters for the Senate, was before the body, he 
had incidentally made the remark that we had fre- 
quently elected officers of different politics from a 
majority of the Senate. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Cray] asked me in a somewhat ban- 
tering manner, to name an instance, and I replied 
by naming the Chaplain of the Senate. 1 did this 
on information from sources, which 1 deemed sa- 
tisfactory, that his political sentiments were such 
as I represented them to be. Mr. T. said, that he 
had since been informed by the Chaplain that his 
assertion was incorrect. That he belonged to 
neither of the political parties of the country. That 
he conceived it to be his duty, as a minister of the 
Gospel, to abstain from any interference in politi- 
cal matters, considering that it would have a ten- 
dency to limit his usefulness, and prevent him do- 
ing as much good ashe was desirous of. doing. 
Every man, of course, knows his sentiments best, 
and Mr. T. felt convinced that he had done the 
Chaplain injustice in the remark he had made. 
Feeling thus, it gave him great pleasure to retract 
the statement. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from 
merchants of New York and other citizens, on the 
subject of the bankrupt law, declaring that what- 
ever was their opinion of the expedieacy of pass- 
ing such a law at this time, they were all agreed 
that the consent of the majority of the interest of 
creditors should be made necessary to the release 
of the debtor, and that the bill should not go into 
effect till one year afier its passage. 

The memorial, on motion of Mr. W. was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred 

The memorial of David Green, and 

The memorial of the administratrix of G. W. 
Owen, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which the 
petitions and the joint resolution for the relief of 
the sufferers by the tornado at Natchez had been 
referred, reported the joint resolution back, with 
an amendment, authorizing the Planters’ Bankand 
the Agricultural Bank of Natchez to retain the pub- 
lic money now in their hands three years longer, 
from the 8th of July next, in case those banks 
would accept the offer, for the purpose of relieving 
the sufferers in question, the banks alone to con- 
tinue responsible to this Government. The amend- 
ment was read, ordered to be printed, and laid on 
the table, Mr. W. giving notice that he should call 
up the bill as seon as convenient. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred House biils 

For the relief of Josiah Strong; 

For the relief of Samuel Brown; 

For the relief of John Allison; 

For the relief of William York; 

For the relief of John Black; 

For the relief of Thomas Collins; 

For the relief of John H. Lincoln; 


ordered to a second reading. 


citizens, 


Z 
For the relief of Hiram Saul; ye 
For the relief of Nathaniel Davis; gio 
For the relief of Barton Hooper; and p 
For the relief of Isaac Justice; pite 
severally reported the same without amendment as 
and recommended their indefinite postponement, 
Mr. PIERCE, from the same committee : to w 
which was referred House bills ? gk! 
For the relief of Peter W. Short; st 
For the relief of Israel Parsons; and at 
For the relief of Medad Cook; at 
reported the same without amendment. #5 
Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions fi 
to which was referred House bills r 
For the relief of Samuel M. Asbury; pet 
For the relief of James Bailey; o 
For the relief of William Sloan; ai? 
For the relief of Levi M. Roberts; and oot 
For the relief of John Davis; ae 
severally made adverse reports therer+ . bat 
Mr. W. from the same committee, to which was g 
refered House bill og 
For the relief of Sylvester Tiffany, J 
reported the same without ainendment. m 
Mir PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen. | 
sions, to which was referred bills from the House p 
For the relief of Myron Chapin; 
For the relief of Joseph W. Knipe; ie 
For the relief of Simeon Knight; i 
For the relief of Robert Lucas; 
For the relief of Wilfred Knott; fi 
For the relief of William Poole; ia 
reported the same without amendment, and recom. |, 
mended their indefinite postponement. L 
Mr. P. form the same committee, reported the 
bill for the relief of Seneca Rider. j 
Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private A 
‘Land Claims, to which was referred the petition n 
of Joshua Kanedy, assignee of George Tucker, `. i 
reported a bill for his relief; which was read, and 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a joint resolution to authorize | 
the Secretary of the Navy to purchase repeating 
rifles and pistols for the use of the navy; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the memorial of American 
í resident at Malaga, respecting a burial’ | 
place, asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration, which was agreed to. I 

The jeint resolution tor the relief of Langtree and | 
O’Sullivan; : 

The bill for the ‘relief of certain companies of 
Missouri volunteers; 

The bill for the relief of the exeeutor of Thomas 
Cooper, deceased; 

A bill to refund a fine, imposed under the sedition 
law, to the heirs of Matthew Lyon, deceased; i 

were severally considered as in committee of | 
the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a tbird | 
reading. | 

The bill giving the assent of Congress to the acts ` | 
of Virginia incorporating the Falmouth and Alex- 
andria Railroad Company, and for other purposes, 
was taken up as in committee of the whole, and, 
after a very interesting and animated debate, in 
which Messrs. TAPPAN, MERRICK, ALLEN, 
ROANE, WALKER, WALL, BUCHANAN, | 
CRITTENDEN, SMITH of Connecticut, HUB- | 
BARD, and CALHOUN participated—the ques- | 
tion, on a motion by Mr. TAPPAN to strike out 
the third section of the bill containing the appropri- | 
ation of 300,000 dollars, being taken, it was decided , 
in the negative, by yeasand nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Hubbard, Lion, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Pierce, Robinson, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wail, Wil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, — 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, ‘Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Hen- 
derson, Huntington, King, Knight, Merrick, Nicho- 
las, Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Roane, 
Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
Walker, Webster, and White—25. 

Mr. TAPPAN offered an amendment, requiring 
such security for carrying the mail as the Secretary 
of the Treasury should deem sufficient. 


Mr. PRENTISS offered, as a substitute, a pro- 
vision for a hen on that part of the road within the 
District. 

After a brief conversation, the action on the bill 
was suspended. 

SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 
The Senate, on motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, 


took up the bill (from the Select Committee) esta- | 
blishing a uniform system of bankruptcy through- | 


out the United States. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Select Commit. | 
tee, submitied various minor amendments, which | 


were severally to. ; 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, having offered two or 
three minor amendments, which were agreed to, 
moved to amend the bill by securing from its ope- 


ration the rights of married women, and liens and | 


on property, ail as established by State 


laws, so far as would not be inconsistent with cer- . 


tain provisions of this bill. This amendment had 


special reference to the laws and usages of Lou- | 


isiana. 
Mr. WRIGHT opposed this amendment with 
greal earnestness, particularly as going to sanction 


preferences which the Senate had expressly ex- | 


ploded. | 
Mr. WEBSTER argued at some length that | 


there was nothing of such preferences in this 
amendment. 

Messrs. MOUTON,WALL,WALKER, PREN- 
TIS3, and CRITTENDEN also participated in the 
long and intricate debate on this amendment. 

The amendment was then agreed to by yeas and 
nays, as follows: 

EAS—Messrs. Benton, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Huntington, King, 
Knight, Linn, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Phelps, Porter, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, Walker, and Webster—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Lampkio, Pierce, Robinson, 
a gic Wall, White, Williams, and Wright—8. 

. WRIGHT submitted a variety of amend- 
meats, the most important of which was to require 
a majority of interest of the creditors, in order to ob- 
tain the release of the debtor. These amendments 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RUGGLES also offered several amend- 
ments, which were ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented two memorials of citi- | 
zens of New York, on the subject of the proposed | 


bankrapt law, similar in tenor to those submitted 

by him at the commencement of the sitting; which 

were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
The Senate thea adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Moxpay, June 22, 1840. 


Mr. CLIFFORD asked the general consent of | 


the House to submit a resolution; which was read 
for the information of the House as follows: 
Whereas Senate bill 127, entitled an act to 
ovide for the collection, safekeeping, trans- 
, and disbursement of the public revenue, 
was taken up in the Committee of the Whole 
whole on the siate of the Union on the 20th of 
May last, and has been under discussion to this 
time; and whereas the period has arrived when it 
is proper to close the present session of Congress 
with as little delay as possible; and whereas much 
of the indispensable public business is yet to be 


acted on; therefore - T 

Resolved, That the said committee be discharged 
from the consideration of said bill, from and afjer 
Friday next, unless ; 
the House Ja earlier day; and thatsaid bill, with 
such amendments, if any, as shall have been 
adopted in said committee, shall be taken up in the 
House on Saturday next, at 12 0’clock noon, and 
be the special order, until finally disposed of, re- 

ing to said committee the right, according to 

the rules of the House, to teport the same sooner 
if the discussion shall terminate. _ 

Mz. WISE objected to the reception of the reso- 
lution; and 

Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays.. 
- Mr. WISE moved a call of the House; which 
was ordered, and in, when 128 members 
answered to their names; the list of absentees was 
ealled over, until 159 answered to their names; 
when, 


the same shall be reported to | 
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On motion of Mr. GALBRAITH, all further 
proceeding in the call was dispensed with. 


The question recurring on the motion to suspend 
the rules, and the yeas and nays having been or- 
rate were taken, and were—yeas 109, nays 76, as 

ollows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron v. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Wm. 
O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, carroll, Casey, Chinn, Clifford, Col- 
quitt, Connor, Craig, rary, Crockett, Cross, Dana, Davee, 
John Davis, J, W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Fioyd, For- 
nance, Galbraith, Gory, oggin, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
J. Hastings. Hawkins, Hill 
Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave John- 
son, Nathanie! Jones, John W. Jones, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, 


Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, Mar- |; 


chand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter 
Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, ward 
Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Swearingen, 
Sweney, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Turney, David D. 
Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Kenry Williams, and Joseph L. Williams—109. 
AYS 


NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Alford, Andrews, Baker, Bell, 


Biddle, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Caihoun, John Campbell, 
Wm. B. Campbell, Carter, Chittenden, James Cooper, Crabb, 
Cranston, Curtis, Davies, Garret Davis, Deberry, Dennis, 
Delle, Evans, Everett, James Garland, Gat Gen- 


try, Goode, Habersham, Hall, William S. Hastings, 


Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Jeni- 
fer, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, Lincoin, Marvin, Mason, 
Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Paien, Peck, Pope, 
Proffit, Randa!l, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, fe ge Peter J. Wagner, 
Thomas W.Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, and Wise—76. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules, there 
not being two-thirds. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the rules were 
suspended, and the House resoived itself into a 
Committee ef the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Ban«s in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania, who was enti- 
tled to the floor, opposed the passage of the bill. 
In an examination of the causes of the derange- 
ment of the currency at the present day, and the 
consequent evils resulting therefrom, he traced it 
to the removal of the deposites from the Bank of 
the United States. He attributed all the issues of 
State stocks to the stimulation produced by the de- 
posite of the revenues of the Government with the 
State banks. Such stocks being forced into the 
market abroad, produced the flood of imports which 
has crushed the best interests of the country; finally 
he attributed all the evils of the times to the “ ex- 
periments” of the Administration. He then spoke 
of the Bank of the United States, and the good cur- 
rency which that institution afforded the country. 

Mr. RAYNER opposed the bill, and advanced 
many reasons why he would not vote for it. He, 
as a State Rights man, advocated a Bank of the 
United States as an antagonist measure to the In- 
dependent Treasury bill, and the only proper mea- 
sure for the relief of the country. A National 
Bank, he said, was the child of the revolution; and 
he went for it because he believed it was a Repub- 
lican measure. He then examined the course of 
General Jackson with reference to the currency, 
and attributed his intermeddling with it as the 
cause of all the evils and derangements complained 
of heretofore as well as at the present time. He 
also spoke of his own efforts in favor of Gen. 
Jackson, and acknowledged that he was 
deluded and misled into his support. He de- 
nonaced him as a tyrant. He went into a history 
of the course of ‘General Jackson in relation to 
thelate Bank of the United States; and said, so 
soon as that institution refused to bow to the dic- 
tates of the tyrant, the war was commenced. He 
vetoed it, and ali the suffering of the country was 
the result of it. ` He spoke of the deposite system 
which had exploded, and said he had nothing to do 
with forming the connection between the Govern- 
ment and the State banks,and he would have 
nothing to do with severing that connection. He 
then spoke of the economy ef establishing a Bank 


_ of the United States to disburse the revenues, instead 
‘of passing the Independent Treasury bil]. This 


bill would cost the Government many thousand 


| dollars te put it in operation; but on the other hand 


the Government could get at least one and a half 
millions as a bonus to°grant a charter for a bank. 


of North Carolina, Hook, Hopkins, i 


He then went into an argument to show the duty of 
the National Government to take care of the inte- 
rests of the people; and in doing which he observed, 
that when he spoke of taking care of the interests 
of the people, he did not mean to be understood as 
referring to the wretched rabble of our cities, who 
shouted and hallooed at the elections, but he meant 
the rick as well as the poor, and the capitalist, 
through whofe means the business of the country 
‘| was earriedon. Before Mr. R. concluded, 
| The House, at 24 o’clock, took the usual recess. 
EVENING SESSION. 
it Mr. RAYNER concluded his remarks in op 
'| tion to the Independent Treasury bill, and in favor 
i; of a National Bank as its antagonist measure. He 
|, spoke of the beneficial effects of that institution as 
l! a regulator. It heretofore kept the moneys safe, 
' the currency and exchanges regular, and could do 
it again. He madean argument in favor of the 
constitutioénality of such an institution, grounded 
on the opinion that it was indispensably necessary 
to carry out that provision of the 8th section of the 
lst article of the Constitution, which gives the 
power to Congress “to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
imports, and excises, to pay the debts of the Go- 
vernment.” 

Mr. HOLLEMAN then took the floor, and said 
that in the few words he had to say, he should not, 
like the gentleman who had last spoken, depend on 
his imagination or glowing descriptions of historical 
scenes. He had always been taught that denunci- 
ation and declamation were poor substitutes for ar- 
gument. And he was surprised that the gentleman 
| should have so far mistaken the character of the 
American people as to imagine that they would be 
| led away by mere senseless denunciation. The 
| gentleman had, in the course of his remarks, asked 
| «whence all this harry in pressing this bill.” Now, 
| did not the gentlemen remember, thata few months 


si- 


ago his party were constantly taunting the 
friends of the Administration about the “delay” 
of the bill? Did not the gentleman remember the 
earcastic allusions to it, and the insinuations that 
the bill would not be brought forward at all? Yet 
now the bill was taken up, the friends of that gen- 
tleman had suddenly changed their cry, and the 
Administration members were denounced for en- 
deavoring to pass the bill. Now what was to be 
done? If the bill was not brought up, the Opposi- 
tion were displeased; and if it was brought up, the 
same course of abuse and dentnciation was pure 
sued. SNE 
After some farther preliminary remarks, Mr. H. 
proceeded to discuss the merits of the bill,’ and to 
show its great superiority over any other system. 
Alluding to the charge that losses would occur 
under the operation of this bill, Mr. H. asked 
where was the system, however well contrived, un- 
der which losses had not taken place? At what 
period was it,when Governments were not defraud- 
| ed more or less by officers, through whose hands its 
money passed? Such would ever be the case, so 
long as the imperfection of haman nature existed; 
and until the time when the “Millenium” should 
arrive, and all men become honest, such losses 
must be expected. i 
wed that the ery about an “exclusive 
for the office holders” was as ridiculous 
as it was false. He asked whether the hard mo- 
ney would not be paid out to the numerous peù- 
sioners, our soldiers who fought our battles, ‘and 
our hardy sailors who toiled on the deep. Instead 
of this bill being for the benefit of a few only, it 
was for the benefit of the mass. oe 
“Mr. H. then went into an examination of the 
career of the United States Bank, and ‘from docu- 
mentary evidence proved how futile were the 
boasted assertions of its being a “Regulator,” &c. 
He had not concluded at eight o'clock, at whieh 


He 
i) cy 


ho Mr -ANDREWS moyed that the committes 
ise; which motion prevailed. Tene 
Oa motion of Mr. ANDREWS,. - 
The House then adjourned. ==> | 


IN SENATE, ~~ 
Tusspay, June æ; 1840. 


. WRI “the memorial of Ann 
We ogus, e Ehe late Captain Angus of the 


nav ying for a pension; which was referred to 
the D p iee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. WALKER, from the Commitiee on the 


Public Lands, to which the subject was referred, , 


reported a joint resolution in addition to a joint re- 
sslution authorizing certain certificates to be can- 
celled and reissued; which, on motion by.Mr. W. 


for a third reading. 
Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been re- 


ferred the memorial of the Southern Steam Packet ` 


Company for compensation for carrying the 


mail, asked to be discharged from its further con- | 


sideration. 

Mr. CALHOUN said the memorial was present- 
ed by his colleague, [Mr. Preston,] who was not 
now in his seat; and he hoped the action of the Se- 


nate would be delayed until he was present; which, 


was agreed to. 


Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pen- | 


sions, to which was referred bills from the House, 
. For the relief of Elijah Fouchee; 

For the relief of Hugh Davis; 

For the relief of Jabez Collins; 

For the relief of Thurston Cornell; and 


+ For the relief of James Smith; ` 
made adverse reports thereon; which were ordered 
to be printed. f 


The House bill to refund a fine imposed on the 
late Matthew Lyon, under the sedition laws, to his 
legal heirs and representatives; 

A bill for the relief of the executor of Thomas 
Cooper, deceased; 
` A bill for the relief of certain companies of Mis- 
souri volunteers; 
were read a third time, and passed. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Langtree 
and O’Sallivan was taken up on its third reading, 
and after debate, in which Messrs. PORTER, 

TAPPAN, WALL, DAVIS, and BUCHANAN 
participated, it was recommitted to the Joint Com- 
mittee on the Library. 

The resolution of the Committee on the Post 
Office, asking to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of the Southern 
Steam Packet Company, was taken up, and after 
some remarks by Mr. LUMPKIN and Mr. PRES- 
TON, was agreed to. 


” The bill for the relief of the sureties of Archibald | 


Sneed, deceased; and 

The bill for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and for other purposes; 
were severally considered as in committec of the 
whole, and were ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States. 


Mr. PRENTISS spoke at some length on the ge-_, 


neral merits of the bill. He drew a distinction between 
insolvent laws and bankruptlaws, which distinction, 
he argued, prevailed in England till long after the 
adoption of the Constitation in this country.. He 
argued from this, and from other considerations 
and documents, that the power of bankruptcy ia 
the Constitution was merely a supplemental part of 
the power over commerce; and that a bankrupt 
law, therefore, ought to be confined to the commer- 
ciai classes, and should be carefully made te do 
equal justice to debtor and creditor. 

While Mr. P. admitted that this bill might be 
productive of highly beneficial and desirable results, 
it would inevitably open wide the way for various 
evils which Mr. P. specified, the chief of which was 
the introduction and practice of frauds. Cn the 
whole, Mr. P. dared not try it, even as an experi- 
meni; for he was greatly apprehensive that it 
would work a revolution of the worst kind, both in 
the morals and business of the country. 

Mr. P. having concluded his remarks, 

Mr. WRIGHT offered an amendment, requir- 
ing the voluntary bankrupt to set forth in his peti- 

tition to the court for a discharge under the act, a 
list of his creditors, their respective places of re- 
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credits, of every name, kind, and description, and 
the location and situation of each and every parcel 
thereof; these statements to be made upon oath, and 
according to the best knowledge and belief of the 


debtor. 
; This amendment was adopted without a divi- : 
‘ sion. 
and by unanimous consent, was considered as in | 
committee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed | 


Mr. WRIGHT then offered a further amend- 
ment, to add an additional cause for involuntary 
bankruptcy, to these enumerated in the bill, in sub- 
substance as follows: 


“That in case the debtor, being arrested or sur- ` 


rendered in the discharge of his bail, shall remain 


in prison forty days, or shall escape therefrom, ` 
or shall not within forty days give the necessary | 
bail, or security, required by Jaw, when his person, | 
lands, or effects, shal! be arrested or attached, by | 
process issuing out of any court of record, then | 
the creditors should be authorized to proceed under | 


the bankrupt law against him as a bankrupt.” 
This amendment was advocated at some length 


by Messrs. WRIGHT aud WALL, and opposed ` 
- by Messrs. HUNTINGTON, CRITTENDEN, 
ii WALKER, WEBSTER, and PHELPS, and ne- , 
| gatived—ayes 18, noes 23, as follows: 
'  YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 

; nan, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, . 


Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Wall, Williams, Wright, and Young—18. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Clay of Kentucky, 


| Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, 
Huntington, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, ` 


Phelps, Porter, Preston, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, 
White—23. 


Mr. WALL offered an amendment, to add an . 
additional clause for involuntary bankrupicy, to . 


those enumerated in the bill, in substance as fol- 
lows: 


tels, credits, or property of any description, or shall 
declare himself to be insolvent, or unable tò pay 
his debts, or other engagements, then the creditors 
should be authorized to proceed under the bankrupt 
law against him as a bankrupt.” 

The amendment was lost by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Pierce, Roane, Robinson Smith of Con- 
necticut, Sturgeon, Wall, Wright, ana Young—18, 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Huntington, Knight, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rug- 


gles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Wal- 


ker, Webster, White, and Williams—20. 

Mr. WRIGHT then offered a further amend- 
ment, of the following substance: 

“That in cases where a creditor makes the appli- 
cation for a commission of bankruptcy against a 


: debfor, any other creditor may come before the 


court, or the jury, and offer prcof of coliusion in 
the application between the creditor making the 
application and the debtor against whom itis made; 
and if such proof should be made to the satisfac- 
tion of the court, or jury, then the proceedings 
should be discontinued, and no certificate, or dis- 
charge, given to the bankrupt under the act.” 

Mr. WEBSTER inquired what could be the ne- 
cessity of this amendment, when every bankrupt 
could make his own application at pleasure? 

Mr. WRIGHT replied that, as the bill stood, the 
amendment would be wholly unimportant; but that 
another amendment, which he proposed to offer, if 


adopted, would make this very essential. In order, - 


however, to enable the Senate to act clearly and 
intelligibly, if the Senate would give him leave, he 
would pass this amendment, and offer that one 
upon which this particularly depended, though not 


in the proper order of his amendments offered yes- | 


terday, and now printed and upon our tables. 


A general call of “leave, leave,” being re- 
sponded, 


Mr. WRIGHT offered an amendment, in sub- 


stance as follows: 


“That in every case of voluntary bankruptcy, | 


Webster, and : 


nU 

least one half, in amount of debts, of the creditors 
of such bankrupt.” 

This amendment was lost by the following vote: 

YEAS—-Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 

3 


‘| Brown, Euchanan, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, Lump. 


kin, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, Williams 
Wright, and Young—20. l 


NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Huntington, 
King, Knight, Merrick, Nichotas, Norveil, Phelps, 
Porter, Preston, Raggles, Smith of Indiana’ 
Southard, Tallmadge, Waiker, Webster, and 
White-—22. 

Mr. WRIGHT then declared his willingness to 
omit his preceding amendment, depending upon that 
just rejected, and proceeded to offer a further 
amendment, in the following words: 


“And in case it shall be made to appear to the 
court, 1n the course of the proceedings in bankrupt. 
cy, that the bankrupt, his application being volun. 
tary, has, subsequent to the first cay of January last, 
or at any other lime in contemplation of the Passage 


' ofa bankrupt law, by assignments or otherwi 


given or secured, any preicrence to one creditor 
over another, he shall not receive a discharge, unless 
the same be assented to by a majority in interest of 
those of his creditors who have not been so pre- 
ferred.” ` 

This amendment was strongly Opposed by Mr, 
WEBSTER, and advocated by Mr. WRIGHT, 
and agreed to by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Pierce, Prentiss, 
Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 


' Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, Williams, Wright, and 
© Yourng—24. 

“That in case the debtor shall make any fraudu- | 
lent gift, sale, or other transfer of his goods, chat- | 


NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixun, Henderson, Huntington, 
Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, Porter, 
Preston, Ruggles, Smith of Indtana, Southard, 


: Tallmadge, Walker, Webster, and White—21, 


Mr. WRIGHT then offered the following fur- 
ther amendment: 

That the bill should take- effect from and after 
the thirtieth day of June next, and not sooner. 

Mr. WALKER objected to the length of time, 
and proposed the first day of January next. 

Mr. WRIGEIT said if the gentleman will accept 


` the fourth day of March next, I wilt so modify my 


amendment. 

Mr. WALKER assenling, 

Mr. WRIGHT modified his amendment so asto 
read from and after the fourth day of March next, 
instead of the thirtieth day of June next. 

The amendment was; adopied; ayes 23, noes not 
counted. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then offered an amendment of 
the following substance: 

“That the debtor shall not be discharged, in case 
‘a majority of his creditors, in number and value of 


, debts, and who shall have proved their debts be- 
: fore the court, shall file their written dissent against 


the granting of such discharge.” ; 
This amendment was adopted without a divi- 
sion. 
Mr. W. then offered an entirely new section to 


; the bill, in the following words: 


“And if, in any case of bankruptcy, a majority 


in number and value of the creditors who shall 
| have proved their debts at the time of hearing of 


the petition of the bankrupt for a discharge, as 
hereinbefore provided, shall, at such hearing, file 
their written dissent to the allowance of a discharge 


- and certificate to such bankrupt, or if, upon such 


hearing, a discharge shall not be decreed to him, 
the bankrupt may demand a trial by jury, upon a 
proper issue, to be directed by the court, at such 
time and place, and in such manner, as the court 
may order; or he may appeal to the circuit court 
next to be held within the district after fourteen 
days from the time of claiming the appeal, and 
such appeal shall be claim:d, and notice thereof 
‘given to the court below within ten days after the de- 
cision appealed from, and said appeal may be heard 


sidence, and the amount due to each; together with 
an accurate inventory of his property, rights and 


the certificate and discharge provided for in the | by said court summarily or by a jury at theoption of 
law shall not be granted withput the consent of at f the bankrupt,and thè creditors may appear and object 
* - b oe 


against a deeree of discharge and the allowance 
of the certificate as hereinbefore provited. And if, 
apon a full hearing of the parties it shall appear to 


the satisfaction of the cvuri, or the jury shall find | 


that the bankrupt has made a full disclosure and 
surrender af ali bis estate as by this act required, 
and hag in all things conformed to the directions 
thereat, the court shail wake a feeree cr discharge 
and certify the same to the court below, whereupon 
the court below shail allow the same, and granta 
certificate as provided ia the fourth section of this 
ast.” 

This amendment abo was adopted without a de- 
cision. 

Upon the motion of Mr. RUGGLES, an amend- 
ment was then made as to the description and 
amoent of property to be surrendered to the bank- 
ropt and bis family, and giving to the assignee and 
courtcertain diseretion in that matter, but we did 
aot take the particular contents ot the proposition. 

Oa motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the amount 
of debt requisite to entitle persons in general to the 
benefit of this bill, was not fired at any sum, and 


for merchants, bankers, &c. it was fixed at $2,000 | 


and above. 

Mr. WALL offered two amendments (formal 
and technica!) which were severally agreed to. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to confine the operation 
of the bill exclusively to future contracts, and 
called for the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 
and this amendment was rejected—yeas 14, nays 
32, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Calhoun, 
Catbbert, Hubbard, Lino, Lampkin, Pierce, Pren- 
tise, Robinson, Smith of Connecticat, Strange, 
Sturgeon, and Tappan—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, 
Hantington, Kiog, Knight, Merck, Mcuton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Roane, 
Ruggles, Smith cf Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
Walker, Wall, Webster, White, Williams, aad 
Young—32. 

Mr. WALL, after some remarks on the proprie- 
ty of giving the appointment of the assignees to the 
creditors of the bankrupt, moved to recommit the 
bill, for the purpose of so modifying it, which was 
disagreed to—ayes 20, nves 26, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Cal- 
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table, for the purpose of having it printed; which 

was agreed to—ayes 24, nays 23, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 

Brown, Bachanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 


o Cuthbert, Fatton, Hubbard, King, Lion, Lump- 


houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Falton, Hub. | 
bard, King, Linn, Lampkin, Pierce, Roane, Ro- 


binson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Stargeon, 

Tappan, Wall, and Williams—20. 
NAY3—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clay of 

Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 


Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, Porter,Prentiss, Preston, 
Ruggles, Smith of Tod:ana, Southard, Tal'madge, 
Watker, Websier, White, and Young—26. 

Mr. HUBBARD then moved an adjournment, 
which was disagreed to—ayes 21, nays 26. 

Mr. RUGGLES then moved to amend the bill 
by inserung a provision, deciaring any attachment 
oa mesne process null, which should be made sub- 
sequent to the passage of the bill, and to the de- 
timent of a portion of the creditors. The amend- 
ment was rejected—ayes 11, nays 35, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Davis, Knight, Rosgles, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Wall, Webster, 
White, Williams, and Wright—1I1. 

NAYS—Mexsrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Bochanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Discn, Faiton, Henderson, Hubbard, Huntington, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, 
Robinson, Smith of Connect cot, Strange, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, and Young—35. 

No fanher amendments being offered, the bill 
was teporied to the Senate, and the amendments 
made in committee of the whole were concurred in. 

_The question then coming up on ordering the 
bill to be engrossed for a third reading, and the 

ayes and noes being ordered thereon, 
_ Mr. WALL moved that the bill, as amended, 
Should be printed; but this motion being declared 
fo be out of order, he moved to lay the bill on the 


Dixon, | 
Henderson, Huntington, Kaight, Merrick, Mouton, ` 


- Kaight, Merrick, Mouton, 


kin, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Smith of 


' Connecucat, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, 


Wright, and Young—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Huntington, 
Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pheips, Porter, Preston, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, Watker,| Webster, White, 
and Williams—23. 


Tet 


Tne Senate then went into Executive session for 


a short time, 
And then adjourned. 


——— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, June 23, 1840. 


Mr. WISE asked the consent of the House to | 


submit a joint reso!ution for the adjournment of 
both Houses of Congress sine die, on Saturday, the 
1th day of July next. 

Objection was made to its reception. 

Mr. WISE moved to suspend the rules; and on 
that motion demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved a call of the 
Howe; which was ordered, and proceeded in. till 
146 members answered to their names; when, 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, all further proceed- 
ing in the call was dispensed with. 

The yeas and nays having teen ordered on the 
metion to suspend the rules, were taken, and were, 
yeas 75, nays 94. 

So the House refased to suspend the rales. 

Mr. ADAMS presented to the House from ——, 
a work on political economy; which was, on his 


motion, ordered to be deposited in the Library of - 


the House. 

The CHAIR annoonced that the resolutions re- 
ported from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, by Mr. McKay, was the first thing in 
order; which were read, as follows: 


Resotced, That the Pustmaater General be directed to pre- 
pare and report to the House, at the commencement of the 
nex: session, a list of all the post roade in the United States, 
with a diagram or diagrams, oo which they shall be delineated, 
showing how long they have been in operation; the king of ser- 
vice on each, whether on horseback, sulkey, stage, railroads, or 
in steamboats; the amount of receipts, and the cost of transpor- 
tadiun en the same, respectively; also, showing the new routes 
named in the petitions and resolutions presented at the present 
sessiun, with an estimate of the probable expense of putting 
each of them in operation. 

Resolved, That ali petitions and memorials for the establish- 
men! of poet-roads presented, and resolutions of inquiry for the 
game purpure, adopted at the present seasion, be referred to the 
Postmaster Genera! for his miormation. 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to pre- 
Pare and report, at the same time, a list of all post-roads where 
the mails, though now carried in stages, might be carried on 
horseback, cr in sulkeys, with the amount paid for the stage 


| service, and the average coat of carrying similar mails on horse- 


back or ig salkeys, in the sections of country where such routes 
may be respectively located. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate 
bill entitled an act for the relief of J. M. Strader; 
which was committed to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. SIMONTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, 'o which had been referred the bill of 
the House entitled an act to regulate the fees of 
clerks, marshals, and attorneys of the Northern 
and Southern Districts of the State of Mississippi, 
reported it back with an amendment as a substitute; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SIMONTON, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the petition of Joseph 
Ramsey, in relation toa pension, made a report in 
which it was argued that Mr. R. was a party to the 
fraud; and the report was accompanied by a resolu- 
tion that he was not entitled to any relief. 

Mr. HOPKINS made some remarks, showing 
that Mr. R’s claim to a pension was well esta- 
blished; and that he was not a party to the fraud 
which had deprived him of the pension obtained 
from the Government. He concluded by moving 
that the report be committed to the same committee, 
with insiractions to report a bill for bis relief. 

Mr. SERGEANT opposed that motion, and 


. 
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made some remarks showing that My. R. having 

given agents a power of attorney to obtain the pen- 

sion from the Government, and thate agents hav- 

ing defrauded him of the same, in equity he, and 

not the Government, should lose. He having giver” 
the power of attorney, was, though innocently so, 

to that eytenta party to the fraud. Mr. S. con- 
cluded, by moving that the subject be referred to 

the Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. SAMUELS, the report and 
papers were ordered to be printed. 

_ Mr. STORRS, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill to authorize the judicial ad- 
justment ofthe claim of the Municipality No. 1, 
of the city of New Orleans, to certain lands with- 
in said municipality; which was read twice, and 
Committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, the Committee on 
the Judiciary was discharged trom the further con- 
sideration of the resolution of the House, instruct- 
ing that committee to inquire into the propriety of 
reporting a bill in relation to the apportionment un- 
der the census of 1840. 

Mr. HALL, from the Committce on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made unfavorabie reports on the 


; petitions of Charles Lewis, John Winston, Elipha- 


let Spafford, William Ruackman, John McCollan, 


| and Richard Pauletts; which were severally ordered 


to lie on the table. 

Mr. ELY, trom the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, made unfavorable reports on the petitions 
of John Briggs, the represeatatives of William 
Slaughter, Dennis Purcel, the heirs of Captain John 


| Stokes, Stephen Graham, deceased, and Captain 


Robert Vance; which were severally ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the same committee, made 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of Thomas 
Chapman, Lathrop Allen, Samnel Jones, Captain 
Trupiey White, and Roger Staynor; which were 
severally ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. RANDOLPH, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of John H. Kelly, and 
a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Jane Fentenburgh, laie widow of Captain Haw- 
kins Boone; which were read twice, and committed 


to the Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the same commit- 
tee, made unfavorable reports on the petitions of 
Francis Malone, Harriet Baker, Theodore Middle- 
ton, Asa Clark, Henry Whiting, and Richard 
Mack; which were severally ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
George Mayfield, which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole. 

Also reported back to the House, without amend- 
ment, Senate bill entitled an act for the relief of 
Joseph Bogy; which was committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. R. GARLAND, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to confirm to the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of John Brown, deceased, their title 
to a tract of land; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole. 

Also, reported back to the House, without amend- 
ment, Senate bill entitled an act to confirm the 
claims to land in the districts between the Rio 
Hondo and Sabine rivers; which was committed to 
the Committee. of the Whole. 

Mr. WHITE of Louisiana, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back to the House, without amend- 
ment, Senate bills, entitled 

An act for the relief of George de Passo, of Lou- 
isiana; 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of William Conaway; 

An act for the relief of James Smith of Arkansas; 

An act confirming the claim of the heirs of Jo- 
senh Thompson, sr. deceased, to a tract of land in 
Missouri; and 

An act for the relief of Henry Wilson; 
which were severally referred to the Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. HASTINGS, of Massachusetts, from the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, reported a bill 
for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Erwin; and a 
bill for the relief of Hugh Riddle, of the State of 


New York; which were 
to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. H. also made unfavorable reports on the 
petitions of Silas Wells, Charles Holmes, and Ste- 


phen Howard; which were ordered to lie on the ta- : 


ble; and on the petition of Thomas G. Smith, re- 
ported that the petitioner have leave to withdraw 
his petition. 


On motion of Mr. WICK, the Committee on | 


Private Land Claims was discharged from the fur- 


ther consideration of the petitions of Abraham | 


Wayland and others, Amos Burdyne and George 
Williams, and that the latter have leave to with- 
draw his petition. 

Mr. W. also reported back to the House, from 
the same committee, without amendment, Senate 
bills entitled 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Pierre Bonhomme; and 

Anact for the relief of Thomas P. Copes; which 
were relerred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DILLET, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Lewis Durete; which was read twice, and commit- 
ted to the Committee of the Whole. 

Also, made an unfaverable report on the peti- 
tion of Maurice Wright; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, to which had been referred’ Senate bill en- 
titled an act to regulate duties on the importation of 
the production of the fine arts, reported the same 
back to the House without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that it be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. A. then made some remarks in relation to 
the impropriety of the Senate originating such a 
bill—it being a revenue bill. After which, 

The question was taken on the recommendation 
of the committee, that it be indefinitely postponed, 
and agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
faiis, reported back to the House, without amend- 
ment, Senate bill entitled an act for the relief of 
Jubal B. Hancock; which was committed to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. B. also made unfavorable reports on the 
petitions of James Smith, Charles Lewis, and Thos. 
A. Walker; and it was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. B. also reported from, the same committee 
the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That so much of the resolation of the 
House of the 7th March last, as declared the expe- 
diency of suspending the further execution of the 
first and second clauses of the fourth article of the 
treaty made with the Winnebago Indians in 1837, 
be rescinded. 


_ Mr. CRARY moved to-lay the resolution on the : 
table, till the committee shall have reported on the : 


subject committed to them for. investigation; but 


he withdrew the motion at the suggestion of 

Mr. BELL, who said the committee had just 
closed a most laborious investigation; and so soon 
as an abstract of the testimony (which was volu- 
minous) shall have been prepared, the committee 
would make a full report. The committee had di- 


rected him to report, in part, this resolution. The — 
committee did not believe there was sufficient evi- 
dence to justify a new commission; but there were © 


many things developed which they were desirous to 


lay before the House, with their opinions thereon. = 
The reason why they had directed him to report in i 
part, was tbat some of the claims were without ex- | 
ception, though they were very large; and he did | 
not think there was sufficient evidence which would |! 


go to show that the smallest claim should be dis- 
allowed. He believed that a great deal of injus- 
tice had been done these claimants, and that there 
should be reparation without delay. He had not 
concluded, but the morning hour having expired, 
On motion}of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 


House resolved itself into a Committee of the | 


Whole (Mr. Banks in the chair) and resumed the 
consideration of the 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN being entitled to the floor, re- 
sumed his remarks from last evening ia support of 
the bill, and in exposing the fallacy of the argu- 
ment adduced in favor of the re-establishment 
of a National Bank, 


: classes. 
. fail. 
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In adverting to the history of the old United 
Biates Bank, he showed that it commenced in fraud, 
and said it was no wonder it should end in ruin. 
He reminded the committee that a great portion of 
the stock was purchased by men who, after their 
names were set down, immediately borrowed mo- 


; ney from the Bank to pay for that stock—thus 


paying in the capital in the notes of the Bank itself. 


He also showed from authentic sources that instead . 
: of that institution acting as a regulator, at one pe- | 
riod specie was selling at its own doors ata pre- | 


mium. 
In ths course of his remarks, Mr. H. flanked his 
position against the Bank, by some pointed ex- 


| tracts from a speech of Mr. Webster in 1816 in 


favor of a system of hard currency, etc. and who 
said “the sooner that system was adopted the bet- 
ter.” He also caused to be read extracts of a si- 


| milar character from speeches of Mr. Senator 
Rives in 1834, strongly recommending the measure, | 
' but who somehow had since wheeled round, and 

| was now attacking the system with all his might. . 
| He, Mr. H. would not pretend to say what were « 


the causes which produced this great change. Per- 


expectations which bad an agency 1n the matter. 
Mr. H. then illustrated the disastrous results of 


given him notice of the meeting, that he might have 
extended to them the hospitality of his State. Hy, 
however, gave them an invitation to meet him 
there on the 4th of July. 

The remarks of Mr. J. were delivered in so low 
a tone, that the Reporter was unable to compre. 
hend their import, in many cases. Mr. J. was un. 
derstood to charge that some of those who attended 
the above meeting had uttered “base calumnies,» 


&e. 
Mr. HOPKINS explained, that he, for one, -had 
attended the meeting by invitation. It was the 


' first time he had ever been there, and he found 


some very clever, warm-hearted people. Mr. H. 


` then asked Mr. J. to state whether he applied the 
' charge to all who attended, or whether he made any 


exception. 
M:. JENIFER was understood to disclaim 


` having any allusion to Mr. H. and made some fur- 


' haps there weresome private griefs, or disappointed . 


ther remarks in relation to others, which it was im- 


| possible to hear. 


Mr. J. then referred to the speech of Mr. STRONG 
as published in last evening’s “Globe,” on which 
he appeared desirous to make some comments. He 
begged first to ask Mr. €. whether there was any 


` thing in the speech, as published, which was-not 
' delivered in the House. 


the continued expansions and contractions of the i à ] 
: day, he was addressing the commitiee, he was 


currency under the banking system, and the injuri- 
ous effects such a system produced on the laboring 


] 
Mr. JENIFER then took the floor in opposition 
to the bill. He had not concluded athalf past two 
o’clock, when the House took its usual recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 


After the recess, the House again resolved itself ; 


into a Commitiee of the Whole, Mr. Banxs in the 
Chair, on the 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. JENIFER being entitled to the floor, re- 
sumed his remarks, expressing his intention to op- 
pose the bill, Before proceeding to do so, Mr. J. 
commenced an examination of the political course 
of several members of the House in relation to 
the bill. Among others, he referred to the course 
of Mr. Biack of Georgia. 

Mr. J. was repeatedly and loudly called to order 
by several members for irrelevancy in introducing 


| papers, ete. having no connection with the subject 


under debate. 

Mr. J. contended that the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. Brack] had been permitted to allude 
to the course of Col. Gamble, and that he had not 
been called to order for so doing. 


Mr. BLACK stated that, in his reference to Col. .' 
Gamble on a former day, he was strictly in or- | 


der, as he was showing the vote of that gentleman 
on the Sub-Treasury bill of Mr. Gordon io 1834. 
Mr. JENIFER then proceeded to make further 


: allusions to the course of Mr. B. in relation to ihe 
j bill ander debate, when 

Mr. BLACK rose and said that, if the commit- | jae 
tee permitted the gentleman from Maryland to at- |; some remarks not distinctly heard, took an appeal. 


į tack his course on the Sub-Treasury bill, he trusted, 


[His remarks will hereafter appear in © 


Mr. STRONG explained that when, on a former 


called to order by the Cuar. In publishing his 
speech, he had inserted what he intended to have 
said before he was so called to order. Also, that 


: he had inserted those portions of the, speech in such 


asa matter of justice, he would be permitted to : 


reply. ; 
Mr. PETRIKIN called Mr. B. to order. 


The CHAIR wished to know whether th gen- | 
l, and that such a discussion would be out of order. 


tleman from Maryland yielded the floor to the gen- 
tleman from Georgia. 


Mr. JENIFER replied that he had yielded the | 
floor to the gentleman for the purpose of explana- ` 


tion. 

Mr. BLACK said, no, not for explanation. My 
course needs no explanation. What I wish is, an 
opportunity to reply. 
make; but I have a reply. 

After some debate, of a conversational charac- 
ter, Mr. Brack resumed his seat, stating, however, 
that, at the close of the remarks of the gentleman 


Thave no explanation to Å bly accounts for his not being called to order, as be- 


from Maryland, he should demand, as an act of : 


justice, an opportunity to reply to the attack. 


Mr. JENIFER then resumed his remarks, and ` 


proceeded to make some allusions to the conduct of 


a way, that there would be no difficulty in perceiv- 
ing how the case stood. He wished to know if the 
gentleman from Maryland was answered. 

Mr. JENIFER then wished Mr. Srronc to in- 
form him, whether the following portion of his 
speech was delivered in the House or not, 

“ This lesson throws a broad and strong light on 
the future. The view it affords is full of encou- 
ragement to the friends of popular liberty. It 
shows them that the people will act honestly and 
intelligently; that they will treat the “log cabin 
and kard cider” flummeries and fooleries of the 
Opposition with the scorn and the contempt they 
merit. It presents to their admiring gaze the entire 
and total rout and overtarow in the coming con- 
test of the combined factions of Abolitionism, Con- 
servatim, political Antimaso1ry, and Federalism, 
and the brilliant victory of Van Buren and Demo- 
cracy.” 

Mr. STRONG replied in the affirmative, and 
that it was the concluding paragraph ef his speech. 

Mr. JENIFER was then understood as express- 
ing his intention to proceed in the discussion of 
Abolitionism, etc. 

The CHAIR decided that Mr. J. was out of or- 
der, on the ground that the discussion of Aboli- 
tionism, Conservatism, political Antimasonry, and 
log cabin and hard cider, was irrelevant to the sub- 
ject under debate. 

From this decision Mr. JENIFER, after making 


The CHAIR then stated the ground of his deci- 
sion, which was, that the gentleman from Mary- 


. land was going on to discuss Abolitionism, hard 


cider, log cabins, etc. because the gentleman from 
New Yerk had put those words into his speech, 


Some conversation here took place between Mr. 
STRONG and the CHAIR, on the supject of the 


paragraph alluded to. 


Mr. STRONG explained that the words there 


: used had been delivered in the House, but were the 


concluding sentences of his speech, (which proba- 


' fore the Crair could have risen, Mr. S. had re- 
_ sumed his seat.) 


The CHAIR then informed the gentleman from 


` Maryland that he could not be permitted to proceed 


certain gentlemen who had attended a meeting at © 
Biadensbarg, in his State, on Saturday last, for the . 


purpose of enlightening the people, &c. He was 


i 
} 
f: 


understeod to regret that those gentlemen kad not |: 


in the discussion of such subjects. 

The question being on the appeal— 

Mr. BARNARD rose for the ptirpose of pro- 
pounding a question to the Craze as to the state of 
the facts. His question was simply whether, be- 
cause the gentleman from Maryland was not going 
on to say something about Abolitionism, on the 
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Continued from No. 30. : 
ground that the geatleman from New York had re- 
ferred to it in his speech 

Several members here called Mr. Barnarp to or- 
der, and a scene of great confusion arose, which 
lasted for some minutes. 

After the disorder had somewhat subsided, Mr. 
PROFFIT called for tellers on the appeal, .which 


were ordered. 


The question then being put as follows: “Shall | 
the decision of the Crair stand as the judgment of | 


the committee?” The ayes were 68. 

Mr. JENIFER here complained that his appeal 
had not been fairly stated, and on that he called 
upon his friends not to vote. Messrs. PROFFIT, 
Barnard, and others took the same ground, 
and calied to their friends, “Do not let us vote.” 
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the subject of his appeal ın committee, and com- 
plained that he had been denied the right of speak- 
ing on his own appeal, which he demanded as a 
right, ete. 

Mr. KEIM asked if the gentleman was to be the 
sole judge of what was right. 

. The SPEAKER said the gentleman was under 
the control of, and must abide by, the decisions of 
the committee. 

Mr. JENIFER wished to know if he had not 
the right to ask the Sreaxer to appoint another 
chairman. - 

Mr. BANKS rose to reply, as did other gentle- 


© man, when 


"Mr. JENIFER said he hoped no friend of his .’ 


would vote. ; 
-The confusion and disorder was here renewed 
with increased vivlence, upwards of a score of mem- 
bers being on their feet and attempting to speak at 
once. 
_ The CHAIR again stated the grounds of his 


decision, viz: That the gentleman was going on to ,' 
discuss Abolitionism, hardcider, etc. because the 
gentleman from New York had referred to those |: 


subjects in the concluding paragraph of his speech, 
and that such was irrelevant, etc. 

Mr. PROFFIT protested, in a loud voice, 
against this statement, and denounced it as unfair. 


Several members called Mr. Prorrit to order, | 


and insisted that be should take his seat. 
- The question on the appeal was taken by tellers; 


Messrs. Brices and Cxapman of Alabama acted as | 


such; and those opposed to the decision of the 
Cuair refusing to pass through the tellers, and their 
being no quoram of the affirmative votes, 

. The CHAIR had no alternative than to rise and 
report the fact to the House. 

The SPEAKER having resumed the chair, 

Mr. JENIFER was proceeding to refer to what 
had occurred in committee, when he was called to 
order by the Speaker, on the ground that there 
could be no debate. 

At the request of several members, the SPEAKER 
counted the House, and a quorum appearing in 
their seats, the House again resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole—Mr. Banxs in the chair. 

The question being on the appeal, 

Mr. JENIFER contended that the Cmar, in 
stating the ground of the appeal, had erred as to the 
fact. Mr. J. said he was not proceeding to discuss 
the subject referred to in the speech of the gentle- 
man from New York, but had merely expressed his 
istention of so doing. When he was called to er- 


der, he had not gone on to discuss them—he had not | 


said a single word. 

The CHAIR repeated that he had called the gen- 
teman to order on the ground that he was pro- 
ceeding to discuss the subject of Abolition, etc. 

‘Mr. BRIGGS coincided with the Cumar as to 
what he believed were the facts of the case. The 
gentleman from Maryland, after readiog the para- 
graph from the speech of the gentleman from New 
York on the subject of Abolition, was then proceed- 
ing to speak upon it, when the Cuan interfered, 
and he (Mr. B.) thought very properly. 

The CHAIR again propounded the question on 
the appeal, on which tellers had been ordered, and 
there were—ayes 68 in favor of the decision. The 
Whigs opposed to the decision of the Crair again 

refused to vote. 


Mr. ADAMS and others called upon their friends ! 


not to vote, and the result was, that tbe CHAIR was 


again compelled to rise and report the absence of a | 


quoram, although there was_a querum in their 
seats. = 

The SPEAKER having resumed the CHAIR, 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama moved to adjourn. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were ordered, 
and were—yeas 20, nays 119. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. JENIFER then addressed the Speaker on 


The SPEAKER said there cou!d be no debate; 
and, as a quorum was now present, the House 
would go again into committee, and the Charr- 
MaN would be pleased to resume the chair. _ 

Mr. Banxs accordingly resumed the chair, and 
the question still being on the appeal, 

Mr. WISE having- been absent, desired. the 
Cran to re-state the ground of his decision. 

The CHAIR did so as io!lows, that, after the gen- 
tleman from Maryland had read the paragraph 
from Mr. Srrona’s speech, on Abolition, etc. he was 
proceeding to debate the subject. 

After some debate of a conversational character, 
Mr. JENIFER reduced his appeal to. writing, and 


| it was read by the CLERK as follows: 


“Mr. Jenirer, of Maryland, read in his place 
a paragraph from a speech delivered by Mr. Strona 
of New York, in the same committee, on the same 
subject, viz: the Sub-Treasury bill, which ` para- 
graph is as follows, (see above.) 

“Mr. Srrone answered that it had been deli- 
vered by him, and Mr. Jenirer then avowed his 
intention of replying to the allegations and matters 
contained in that paragraph. The Cra called 
Mr. Jenirer to order, and Mr, JENIFER appealed 
from that decision.” Pa: 

The question was then taken by tellers, on sus- 
taining the decision of the Cmar, and resulted— 
ayes 80, noes 51. 

So the decision of the Cnam was affirmed, and 
Mr. Jentrer decided to be out of order. 

Mr. HOPKINS then moved that the gentleman 
from Maryland be permitted to proceed in order; 


. which motion prevailed., 


Mr. JENIFER then resumed his remarks, and 
proceeded to make some comments on the political 
course of Mr. Brown of Mississippi, and more es- 
pecially on the vote of that gentleman whena 
member of the Mississippi Legislature, in relation 
to the issue of post notes. He also referredto a 
recent speech of Mr. B. in which the letter denied 
having voted for post notes in 1839. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi reminded the 
gentleman that his colleague [Mr. Brown] had 
made no speech on the present biil, and was un- 
derstood to raise a point oforderas to the pro- 
priety of referring to a speech delivered on another 
subject. 

Mr. JENIFER proceeded and said he could 
show from the record that Mr. B. did vote for the 
issue of post notes in Mississippi. 


Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi again rose 
and reminded Mr. J. that his colleague [Mr. 
Brown] was absent. He would, however, under- 
take to say that his colleague, if present, could ex- 
plain the matter to the entire satisfaction of the 
gentleman.and the House He hoped, therefore, 
that no question would be raised calculated to af- 
fect his colleague’s veracjty. Mr. T. added that 
if it was in order he himself would explain the 
matter to the satisfaction of the House and the 
people of the country. ie ot 

The CHAIR said it would not be in order. 

Mr. JENIFER said he was going to show that 


the Legislature of Mississippi had issued post notes, . 


and that the gentleman [Mr. Brown] had voted 


for these notes in lieu of United States Bank | 


notes. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi wished to ask 


| pending which 
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the gentleman from Maryland if he was going to 
debate the subject of post notes. 

Mr. JENIFER said he was going to show that 
the record falsified what the gentleman’s colleague, 
(Mr. Brown,] had said in his speech. 

Mr. THOMPSON said the record was false, 
and he could show that the man who made the re- 
cord had admitted he hac placed Mr. Brown ina 
false position. a 

Mr. JENIFER was understood to say that if 
the record was false, that altered the case. All he 
intended to say was, that the record as it stood, 
falsified what the gentleman [Mr. Brown] had said 
in relation to his vote on the issue of post netes. 

Mr. THOMPSON, in the absence of his col- 
league, asked leave to explain the matter. He thea 
made a stalement in relation to the record, in sub- 
stance that the man who made the record, had pub- 
lished in the newspapers a statement as to the man- 
ner in which the record was made, and how he had 
placed General Brown in a false position, ete. The 
people of Mississippi understood the matter perfect- 
ly well. Besides, he would remind the gentleman 
from Maryland, that his colleague, Mr. B. had not 
denied having voted for post notes in 1836. On tae 
contrary, he had admitted it. All he denied was 
voting for them in 1839. 

Mr, JENIFER made some further remarks, 

Mr. THOMPSON informed him that he had 
despatched a messenger for his colleague, who 
would no doubt like to answer for himself. 

Mr. JENIFER brought his remarxs to a close, 
protesting that the freedom of debate no longer ex- 
isted, and assuring the committee that what he 
had been prevented from saying in the House, shai! 
appear elsewhere. 

Mr. ALLEN of Ohio next obtained the floor, 
when 

Mr. BROWN of micas H having now ar- 
rived, with the permission of Mr. ALLEN, took the 
floor for the purpose of making an explanation in 
relation to the charge of Mr. Janirer, on the sub- 
ject of the Mississippi post notes. He spoke of 
the chivalry of the gentleman from Maryland 
making an attack en him when he was absent. 
He observed that having had no notification that 
the gentleman from Maryland intended to make 
any allusions to his course in the Legislature of 
Mississippi, he had left the House for the purpose 
of fulfilling an engagement; but he had been in- 
formed, that during his absence the gentleman 
from Maryland had said, that he (Mr. B.) had de- 
nied having voted for the issue of post notes in 
1836. 


Now he appealed to the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, and several other gentlemen, who heard his 
remarks, whether he did not expressly state that he 
did vote for the issue of post notes in 1836. Such 
was the fact, and the gentlemen near him would 
testify to the truth of the statement. But, although 
he had said that he voted for those post notes in 
1836, he had also distinctly denied having voted 
for them in 1839, although that charge had been 
made again and again, by persons in his own State, 
having no regard for decency or political honesty.. 
He would now repeat what he had said on a for- 
mer occasion—that, when the. post note system 
was first introduced in Mississippi, acting under 
the advice of certain bank directors, he did reluc- 
tantly vote for them; bat it was soon discovered 
that they would not answer, and the system ex- 
ploded. After its failare, he then voted against 
them, as it was then ascertained by all parties that: 
they were not the things which they expected them 
to be. . ; 
He must also be allowed to say that he could 
not refrain from expressing his surprise at the most 
extraordinary course of the gentleman from Mary- 
land in raking up the votes of honorable members 
of the House, given in their own State e 
What object the gentleman could pave eae 
searching out the votes of individual mem i 
when in their State Legislatures, for the purpose o 
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holding them up to the country, he would leave to 
the House to determine. What was it to he 
gentleman trom Maryland how he acted when 

` a member of the Legislature of Mississippi? What 
was it to the gentleman if he voted a thousand 
times for post notes? It was the business of none 
but the people of Mississippi, and they had proved 
their satisfaction by giving him increased majori- 
ties at his elections. 

Mr. BLACK here rose and appealed to the 
courtesy of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. ALLEN] 
to permit him to reply to the attack made upon 
him by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Jz- 


NIFER.] 

Mr. ANDREWS objected, and called Mr. B. 
to order. 

The CHAIR stated that the gentleman from 
Ohio was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BLACK. I amaware of that, and I appeal 
to the courtesy of that gentleman to allow me to 
repel the attack which has been made upon me by 
the gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. ANDREWS contended that it was not in 
the power of the gentleman from Ohio to yield the 
floor, without losing it himself. 

Mr. BLACK, with much vehemence, asked if the 
House would not give him an opportunity to reply 


to the unjust attack which had been made upon — 


him. 


Here a scene of great confusion arose, and Mr. 


Brack persisted in urging his request for an oppor- 
tunity to repel the attack, amidst loud cries of 
“order,” “go on,” etc. 

The CHAIR having restored order, stated that, 
as objection was made, the gentleman from Geor- 
gia must resume his seat. 

Mr. BLACK did so, remonstrating however at 
the want of courtesy in those gentlemen who ob- 
jected to afford him a chance to reply. 

A motion was then made that the committee 
rise, and tellers being ordered, the vote was—ayes 
63, noes 63. 

She Cmar voted in the negative. So the mo» 
tion was rejected. 

Mr. ALLEN then commenced his remarks, and 
continued until 8 o'clock in opposition to the bill, 
when he gave way toa motion that the committee 
rise; which motion prevailed. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wenpnespay, June 24, 1840. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judicary, 
reported 

A bill toamend the act approved May 13, 1800, 
entitled “ an act toamend an act, entitled an act to 
establish the judicial courts of the United States,” 
and 


A bill to authorize the stereotyping, printing, and 

ublishing of a complete edition of the laws of the 
United States, and the distribution thereof; 

which were severally read, and ordered to a second 


reading. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill confirming the claim 
of the heirs of Antonio Gras to a tract of land in 
Louisiana. 

. The joint resolution in addition to a joint resolu- 
tion authorizing certain certificates to be cancelled 
and re-issued; 

The bill forthe relief of the sureties or Archi- 
bald Sneed, deceased; and 

The bill for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and for other purposes, 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The bill further supplemental to an act entitled 

“an act to abolish imprisonment for debt in certain 


cases,” February 24, 1839, after being dis- 
ne Messrs. WALL, KNIGHT, and TALL- 


; . 

The bill to enable the United States to discharge 
liens and incumbrances upon any real estate which 
now is, or hereafter may become, iyi pipe of the 
United States, after being deba by Messrs. 
Wee DAVIS, CALHOUN, and BUCHA- 

? 

were severally ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading. 

The bill to regulate the legal proceedings, and to 
provide for the more speedy trial of causes in the 
Circuit Court of the United States for the District of 
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Missouri, was discussed by Messrs. WALL, KING, 
WALKER, and SMITH of Indiana, and amended 
by striking out the additional compensation; and af- 
ter some further remarks by Messrs. KING and 


LINN, it was laid on the table.. 


On notion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the bill for the 


11 ‘pill for the relief of Auguste Davezac, William D. 
{ Jones and Nathaniel Niles, was considered as in 


committee of the whole, and ordered to be engross- 
ed for athird reading. 
SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to establish'a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved'in Senate the amend- 
ment rejected in committee, compelling the debtor to 
become bankrupt if on his arrest or imprison- 
ment he should not procure bail or security in 40 
days. 

Aher a few remarks by Mr. KING, showing that 
this amendment might operate oppressively, it was 
withdrawn by the mover. 

Some minor amendments having been made on 
motion by Mr. Williams and Mr. Wall— 

Mr. WALL moved thecompulsory bankruptcy of 
a debtor in case he should declare himself to be in- 
solvent. 

The amendment was rejected by—ayes 8, noes 
not counted. 

e Mr. WALKER asked if the Senator from New 
York (Mr. Wright) would consent to change the 
time when the bill would go into operation from the 


; fourth of March to the first of January or February, 
i} assigning asa reason for the request that, in a parti- 
` cular district in Mississippi, the postponement to the 


fourth of March, would in effect postpone the time 
several months longer. To save the trouble of vot- 
ing, &c. Mr. W. would now agree tothe first of 
February, if none objected, though he should much 
prefer the first of January, and should move that 
time, if it should be necessary to make a motion at 


all. 

Mr. WRIGHT, ‘after a few remarks as to a 
point of order, said he could not consent to this 
request. 

r. WALKER now moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the fourth of March was fixed as 
the day when the bill should go into operation. 

This motion was carried in the affirmative, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Calhoun, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Hender- 
son, Huntington, King, Knight, Merrick, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, ene Porter, Ruggles, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, Web- 
ster, and Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Pierce, Prentiss, Robinson, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, Wil- 
liams, and Wright—19. 

Mr. WRIGHT now moved the first of Febru- 
ae Mr. WALKER the first of January, and 

. HENDERSON the first day of December 
next. 


After an irregular conversation on order, pre- 
cedence, and a renewal of the compromise at first 
be by Mr. WALKER— 

r. KING said it was in order to vote for the 
fourth of March, which was the question to be 
ala and that day was rejected, as fol- 
ows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Wall, Williams, aud Wright—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 
Henderson, Huntington, King, Knight, Merrick, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Pres- 
ton, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, Walker, and Webster—24. 

Mr. WALKER now moved the Ist of January, 
and Mr. WRIGHT the 1st of February; and, af- 
ter a short conversation, precedence was understood 
to fallon Mr. WrienT’s motion, as an amendment 
tothe motion of Mr. WALKER. 

And, aceordingly, the ist of February next was 
fied as the day when the bill should go into ope- 
ration, by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Dixon, 
Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 


Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, Williams 
Wright, and Young—25. : 
YAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Clay of Kentucky 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Henderson, Hunting: 
ton, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, 
Porter, Preston, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, South. 
ard, Tallmadge, Walker, Webster and White—1, 
The operation of the bill being limited to two 
ears 
y Mr. DIXON moved to strike out this limitation, 
leaving the time indefinite. He said there might be 
occasion for legislation, where a limited period of 
time for the existence of a law would be very pro- 
per; when, for instance, the law was to remedy a 
mere temporary or partialevil. Buta law that was 
intended as the commencement of a permanent na- 
tional system, regulating finally the great relation 
of debtor and creditor, and that, too, in pursuance of 
a constitutional provision of the Federal Govern- 
ment, he could not but deem such a limitation unne- 
cessary, to say the least of it, inasmuch as Con- 
gress could at any session repeal the law, when- 
ever that repeal might be deemed expedient. It 
might be harmless enough fora man to make bar- 
gains with himself, and prescribe limitation for his 
own action, because, while in the excrcise of free 
agency, he could enforce or cancel them at plea- 
sure, Without the imputation of bad faith, and so a 
Legislature in many matters may limit their acts 
of legislation to a given period of time, which 
they can always control. But, in relation to this 
subject, this limitation would be worse than useless; 
it will give to the intention of this law an inauspi- 
cious character. It will be considered that the 
makers of it, instead of forming a law for a per- 
manent bankrupt system, have only intended it as 
ameretemporary relief law, for a particular class— 
as a mere sponge to wipe out the old scores of the 
present insolvent debtors. All will admit that 
ought not tobe the only object of the law, although 
it would be among its very desirable ends. It has 
been supposed that this effort for a bankrupt law 
was made as another experiment for that system of 
bankruptcy authorized by the Constitution, and con- 
templated from the commencement of the Govern- 
ment. But is two years a fair Pee of time 
for such an experiment? It will be long 
enough to show its imperfections and its abuses; 
for all new systems are obnoxious to abuse, and 
in their first operations develope their latent defects. 


But it is said the law can be extended. That 
may happen; but it is more probable that such 
will be the use made of it as to render it unpo- 
pular, and put an end to further legislation on 
that subject. The doubt that will be entertained 
of any extension of the law, or the passage of 
any other law on the subject, will enrol thou- 
sands on the bankrupt calendar. When the pe- 
riod of this bankrupt law is drawing to a close, 
many a man who might get on well enough in 
business would begin to reflect on his chances of 
fortune some time hence, and calling to mind 
the sufferings of the insolvent debtor when there 
is no bankrupt law, would seize the opportunity 
as it passed. The prompt and vateniul Spirit 
that pervades this country marks the periods of 
time when self-interest may be best promoted, and’ 
when self-preservation can be best secured. What 
course do men adopt when statutes of limitation 
are passed? Cutting off State demands of any 
other law of limitation, do you not see a general 
movement to come within the law? Do you not 
see your dockets enlarged with cases, and your 
courts of law filled with suitors? All act upon 
the maxim of making hay while the sun shines. 
Thus you will see men in crowds moving for the 
bankrupt law. Some upon the voluntary princi- 
ple wil rush into it, while others un the co- 
ercive principle are thrust into it. AN, for aught 
I know, may be very appropriate subjects, for HI 
am only speaking of the effects it will have on 
the fate of the experiment. This will be the pe- 
riod when the public will have the subject under 
consideration, and the long list of bankrupts will 
be alarming, bring the system into public odium, 
and there will be an end of bankrupt laws. 

‘Would the people of this country be in favor of 
this law if they supposed nothing more was in- 
tended than two years’ use of it? The adoption of 
this system involves saftifices; it contravenes a salu- 
tary maxim of legislation; itis retrospective in its 
operation on past contracts now outstanding; it adds 
another change in business relations, to the incon- 
venienee of a people already worn down with 
changes; it gives a new character to the relation of 
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deteor and creditor ail which would be borne, and 
cheerfully borne, to secure, the desirable end of a 
permanent bankrupt system. But; a two years’ 
regulation of an abiding evil zoul only serve to 
confuse rather than regulate the relations of business. 
It'would, to be sure, relieve many useful and de- 
serving men from the bondage of their indebtedness, 
whose efforts are now yzed, and who are enti- 
tled to this relief. But the condition of the present 
class of insolvent debtors is not the only mage er 
tjon which should govern in formin this bill. 
whatever limitation gives rise to jealousy—that ay : 
a mere temporary relief law——wil) render the law 
unpopular, and destroy all hope cf any permanent 
system. 

Mr. D’s motion tostrike out the limitation was 

ived as follows: 

(EAS—Messrs. Brown, Dixon, Henderson, 
ight, Merrick, Monton, Phelps, Porter, Ruggles, 
Strange Talimadge, White—13. 
NAYS—Messs, Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Hubbard, Hunting- 
ton, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robinson, Smith 
of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Walk- 
er, Wall, Webster, Williams, Wright, Young—32. 
After a minor amendment, moved by Mr. Crir- 

TENDEN— 

Mr. WALL moved to insert a requisition that 
notice, personal or by letter, of any bankruptcy un- 
der this bill should be given, when practicable, to 
all the creditors. 

This amendment, after a few remarks by Mr. 
ué for it, and by Mr. CRITTENDEN eA it, 

to as follows: 

v% S—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Baton, Clay 
of Alabama, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, King, ‘Linn, 
Lampkin, Nicholas, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Ro- 
binson, Smith of . Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Wall, William, and Wright—22. 

YS—Messrs. Brown, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Henderson, Knight, 
Merrick, Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rug- 
gies, Smith of diana, uthard, Tallmadge, 

alker, Webster, and White—19. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by || 
yeas and nays as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
S Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Haunting- 

n, Kni ht, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Phelps, Porter, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, South- 
T , Walker, Webster, White, Wil- 

lata Wr Tiers: Allen, 


t and Young—24. 

Anderson, othe 

Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 

Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 

Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robinson, mith 

of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, and 
Wall—23. 

The Senate, having held an Executive session, 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, June 24, 1840 

Mr. BOTTS observed. that he understood that 
now, after the lapse of ten days, the record of the 
trial of Lieutenant Hooe before a court martial was 

returned from the ent, and was now on the 
Sreaxkn’s table; he ed for its presentation to the 
House, that it might be read. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked if he was to under- 
stand the Canam as p pening the question then. 

Mr. BOTTS said, no; he himself raised the ques- 
tion, and he wished the documents to be presented 
to the House 

Mr. DROMGOOLE objected to any communica- 
tion of the kind being taken up out of the regular 
order of business. He had not the slightest objec- 
tion to the presentation of the documents in the 
r order, when the Seraxer should ask leave 

to present the documents on his table; but he did ob- 
ject to any pouan document being called up 
from the rest, by any member. 

Mr. BOTTS said he had been charged with send- 
ing poison nile coh country, and he now wished 
to embrace the opportunity of furnishing the 
antidote; and if objection was made, he would move 
a nsion of the rules, in order that the commu- 
nite might now be received by the House, and 


ead. 
"Mr. DROMGOOLE said he had no objection, 
provided t ne Speaker presented the documents in 


ir PE PETRIKIN said: I object during the morn” 
ing hour. Jt would interfere with the reports ot 


ne 


= 


comnitiees After that, he would have no objec- 


Mr. GRAVES and others demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia inquired whether Mr. 
Borra moved that the rules be suspended during the 
morin hour offy, or generally. 

OTTS said hé would modify his motion to 
the morning hour only. 

The question being taken, the yeas afd nays re- 
sulted as follows: Yeas 145, nays 

Bo the rules were suspended during the morning 


“The CHAIR then laid before the House a com- 
munication. from the Navy Department, containing 
the proceedings ofa court martial at Pensacola, sum- 
moned for the trial of Lieut, Hooe, together with the 
approval thereof by the Secretary of the Navy, 
Lieut. Hooe’s protest and memori to' the President, 
and certain remarks of the Secretary in defetice of 
his course in approving the sentence, together with 
a legal opinion of the United States District Attor- 
ney, Francis S. Key. 
he readin; avig proceeded for sume time— 

Mr. BOTTS interrupted the reading, and (with 
much anxiety and surprise depicted in his counte- 
nance) said: Mr. S er, that is not the document 
expected, and which was called for under the reso- 
lution of the House. It was one which had never 
been shown to him. It seemed to be a defence of 
the Aa aan Is that the document, Mr. 


Speaker? 

The SPEAKER. Ido not know. 
[A considerable buzz now prevailed in the hall; 
and evident surprise and apponi o if not 
mortification, were depicted in the countenances of 
those who instigated the call for the document. 
There was much undertone conversation, and a 
confounded thinking: some of the exclamations 
were sufficiently audible to enable the Reporter to 
catch them—such as, “Ht is a defence of the Presi- 
dent and Secretary!” “It is not what was expect- 
ed!” “The preamble and resolutions would fave 
answered a much better purpose!” “The thing 
ou not have been pressed after the motion to 
d the rules for the reception of the preamble 
ph resolution.” That was the point on which to 
rest it. Considerable confusion. Cries from the 
friends of the tion, and accompanied by 
some laughter, at the apparent chagrin and asto- 
nishment expr by those who introduced the 
reamble and resolution. “Read on! read on! that 
is the identical document! that is a part of the pro- 
ceedings called for—it embraces aLL.” Considera- 
ble conversation in the undercurrent, by the friends 
of the Administration, (who appe | to be much 

pleased,) of which the Reporter Taught the words: 
He i is caught in his own trap! not so much politi- 
cal capital as was expecte “No go!” “How 
ital out of every thing!” 
e Lieutenant will not him.” “It must be 
printed!” “Tt puts a new face on the circumstan- 
ces!” Many other things were heard, which the 
Reporter will not give.] 

he document was read through. 

A number of gentlemen rose simultaneously. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, moved to 
refer this communication to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and on that motion he demanded the 
previous question 
Mr. W. COST JOHNSON called for the read- 
ing of the documents accompanying the commu- 
nication. 
They were read accordingly. - The reading hav- 
me ce some time— 

T. RHETT moved to suspend the reading, hat 
it was objected to, as against the rule; and 
did not press the motion. 

The reading then proceeded. 

Mr. BOTTS. That is not the record of the trial; 

that is a defence of the Administration. 

The SPEAKER. The record is here, and will 

now be read. 

The reading of the record of the trial was then 

commences: w before it was concluded, the morn- 

hour e el 

r. JONES moved to go into Committee of the 

Whole on the state of the Union, but temporarily 

withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. CRABB of Alabama, who moved a recon- 

sideration of the decision of the House made yes- 

terday to receive and place in the Taea ob on- 
ress a copy of Raymond’s Political Economy. 

Having examined that book, Mr. C. had discover- 

ed that it contained doctrine and language hi me 

exceptionable to him as a Southern man, and whic. 


9 


im litic to try to make cal 


he believed came within the rule on the subject of 
Abolition; in case of reconsideration, he wished to 
move the ‘reference of the book to the Cummittee 
on the Library, in order that it might be examined 
and apg toes on to save the time aE House. 

URNEY demanded the previous question 
on the motion to reconsider. 

The previous question was seconded, put, and 
carried; and the main .question being on recon- 
sidering — 

JAMES demanded the yeas and nays; which 
ere  elered: 

Mr. ADAMS rose amidst cries of “order,” and 
was going on to express his surprise at the motion 
of the gentleman from Alabama, and to give some 
account of the book, when he was arrested by the 
CHAR. 

Mr. A. remonstrated. 

The CHAIR insisted that he could not proceed 
but iby general consent. 

Objections were loud? iy 

Mr. LINCOLN sai 
should be permitted to proceed, 
some account of the book, Mr. 
that the book itself be read. 


Mr. TURNEY inquired if it was in order to 
ask for the reading of the book on the motion to re- 


consider. 
Mr. LINCOLN demanded that the book be 


uttered. 
that unless his colleague 
and give the House 
L. should demand 


ead. 

"The CHAIR decided that as the gentleman from | 
Mare o [Mr. LmcoLn] was called to vote 
respe this book, he had a right, under the 
nales Py the House, to have it rea if he so de- 
manded. 

Great confusion arose. 

Mr. HABERSHAM, Mr. TURNEY, Mr. AN- 
DREWS, Mr. HOPKINS, and others, were on 
their feet, all simutaneously addressing ‘the Chair. 

Mr. HOPKINS called for the reading of the PS 
of the House, and also of Jefferson’s Manual 
the estion ES i d if it was not in order 

T in i 
for the gentleman 5 i T hnusetts to make an 
ex maT 
CHAIR said it was not, except by leave of 
the House. 

Mr. LINCOLN wished to explain, but the Chair 
refased, the previous question havin been ordered. 

The CHAIR then stated his decision, and ex- 
plained the grounds on which it rested. 

Mr. HOPKINS took an Pleas but before any 
vote was taken on the eae 

Mr. RAMSAY moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

Mr. CRAB wished to e nie but. was arrested. 

es uestion being stated from the-Chair— 
r ADAMS addressed the House. [Loudcries 
of ori: Ja The gentleman from Alaba—— 

The CHAIR called to order. 

The gentleman from Alabama has undertaken 
[order, order] to be grand inquisitor for this House; 
to s [order] its opinion on a certain book. 

Here the cries of order were very loud, and the 
hair ordered Mr. Adams to resume his seat.] 
tg uestion being again stated— 

r. CRABB demanded the ae and nays, 
the Mouse refused to order the 

The vote being taken, the CHAIR “declared it to 
be decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. CRABB remonstrated declaring that he had 
demanded a coun 

Mr. eAYLOR, inquired of the Cuam whether, 
the whole subject was laid on the table, it would 
T the book out of the library, and place it on the 


he CHAIR replied, no. 


but 


and the House di» 


The question was again put and, 
vidin e ayes were e noes 
So ae House determined that es “whole subject 


bl 
Se Rn E an ry stated to the Cuam that 
he had, previously to the last vote, REE 
one cha eon of the book of Mr. Raymond be rea 
j ae CHAIR replied that he had had heard no 
de- 


much excitemên 
under ne base 


that 


: re an 
continuing to speak with mo houts of order mixed 


the Cuar calling to order: S 
with loud langhte resounding feom all oe a of 
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Mr.C. however, amidst the confusion, said that 
the book was a base libel on Southern institutions; 
and was smuggled into the House. 

Mr. ADAMS, at the top of his voice, cried good! 

1 [Much laughter.} 

Order being at en with difficulty restored— 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House went 
once more into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, [Mr. Bangs in the chair,] and 
resumed the consideration of the 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr, ALLEN of Ohio, who had the floor, resumed 
his speech in opposition to the bill, and continued 
to address the committee until one o'clock, showing 
the advantages of a Bank of the United States as 
an antagonist measure to the Independent Trea- 


sury. ` 

Mr. SERGEANT next obtaiired the floor and 

oke till the hour of half past two o'clock, in oppo- 
sition to the bill, at which time the House took its 
usual recess, 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. SERGEANT resumed his remarks. He 
pointed out the demerits of the Independent Trea- 
sury system, and the advantages of a Bank ofthe 
United States. He had not concluded at half past 
six o'clock, p. m. at which hour he gave way to 

Mr. GRAVES, who moved that the committee 
rise; which question was taken by tellers, and re- 
sulted—ayes 65, nays 57. So the committee ac- 
cordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, 

Mr. WISE said he was about to make one of the 
shortest speeches that he had ever made. He ex- 
pected to be absent for a few days. He gave notice 
to the House and to his constituents, that he would, 
if present when the question was taken on the Inde- 
pendent Treasury bill, vote against it. He therefore 
moved that the House adjourn. 


Mr. HAND demanded the yeas and nays on that, 


motion, which having been ordered, were—yeas 76, 
uy 69. : 
he House accordingly adjourned. 


7 IN SENATE, 
Txourspay, June 25, 1840. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented to the ` Se- 

nate the petition of Mr. Petromueski, a Polish ex- 

“ile, in relation to the distribution of the lands 
eran vy mie Government; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, fromthe Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, to which was referred the request 
of the citizens of New York for the recall of Con- 
sul Trist from Havana, asked to be discharged 
from the same, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, who were investigat- 
ing the charges against Mr. Trist; which was 
agreed to. s 

Mr. PHELPS, fromthe Committeeon Indian Af- 
fairs, reported House bill for the relief of Hiram 
Lassell, with an amendment. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the memorial of the Territory of Iowa, in re- 
lation to the extinction of an Indian title; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of J. F. Sarchet, 
asking that appeals in the collection of the re- 
venue from Di 
Supreme Court of the United States migi® te 
allowed. í i 

The following bills were read a third time, and 


passed : 

The bill further supplemental to an act entitled 
“an act to abolish imprisonment for debt in cer- 
tain cases,” passed February 24, 1839. 

The billto enable the United States to discharge 
liens and encumbrances upon any real estate 
which now is, or hereafter may become, the pro- 
perty of the United States. : 

The, dill for the relief of Augustus Davezac, 
William D. Jones, and Nathaniel Niles. 


The bill for the relief of the administrator of Wil- 
liam Hogan, was taken up as in committee of the 
whole, and 

Mr. HUBBARD opposed the bill at much 
length, reviewing the various items in detail, and 
demonstrating that the claim was not only un- 
founded, but that there actually wasacharge of some 
thousands of dollars against the claimant on the 
books of the T at this day. 

Mr. STRANGE rose to reply, but gave way 


istrict and Circuit Courts to} the. 


| general principles of the bill, having been adopted, 
Mr. TAPPAN briefly submitted his reasons | 

for having opposed the bill, and why he should | 

He enter- : 

i tained no doubt that the Constitution gave to Con- 

_ gress full power over the whole subject, but he 

| thought the exercise of that power at thistime, of 
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to the suggestion that the time for taking up 
the special order had arrived. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, by unanimous consent, was consi- 
dered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
report to the Senate the amount of all the mo- 
neys appropriated to be expended in the District 
of Columbia by acts of Congress since the loca- 
tion of the seat of Government within the Dis- 
trict. Also, the amount appropriated in lots, 
lands, or other public property, exclusively of the 
ordinary expenditures of the Government, and 
that he separate such appropriations in tabular 
form, as follows: giving the appropriations of 
each year in the order of time, the amount of 
each appropriation, and the particular object to 
which each appropriation was made, whether 
made to the District, to either of the cities, or to 
any corporation or individual within the District. 

SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. ~ 

The bill to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States having 
been read a third time and several amendments, 
suggested by Mr. Watt, not interfering with the 


record his vote against its passage. 


extremely doubtful expediency. The bill now be- ; 
fore the Senate, though general in its character, i 
will not be uniform in its operation; that is, its 
opaan willnot be the same on the merchant of 

ew York as on the farmer of Ohio. Hethought 
that the sentiments of the great mass of the com- 
munity were in opposition to such a law, and in- | 
stanced the fact that the former enactment of Con- 
gress on this subject was permitted to remain but 
two years on our statute book. He concluded by 
expressing his opinion, that though the Constitu- 
tion conferred the power of making laws on the 
subject of bankruptcy to the General Government, 
it was one of those matters which sound policy 
dictated should be left to the legislation of the re- 
spective States. i 

Mr. LUMPKIN said the time had now passed 
for a detailed investigation of the merits of this 
important measure; he rose for no such purpose; 
his object was to submit a few general and brief 
remarks in justification of the vote which he in- 
tended to give. i 

Mr. L. said he had been true to the pledge 


which he had given to the Senate, at an earlier | 
He had not | 


stage of the discussion on this subject. 
suffered himself to make up a definitive opinion, 
until full time and opportunity had been afforded 
the leading friends ofthis measure toamend, modify 
and mould its provisions, to suit their views of 
the interest of those intended to be benefited, in- 
cluding both debtor and creditor. 
time has now arrived when the final action of the 
Senate is called for upon the fina] passage of the 


i with debtor and creditor. elici 
‘. subject in itself; but under our system the division 


i 


i! creditors, under the existing 


be done by any argument on the floor of the Senate 
at thistime. Equal laws, and equal political rights, 
are the letter and spirit of our institutions. I dislike 
all legislation designed for the enclusive benefit of 
the few. Moreover, sir, this bill, to my mind, inter- 
feres too much with individual contracts and obli- 
gations. I can find no power in the Constitution 
which authorizes Congress to impair the obligation 
of individual contracts. A proper sense of moral 
duty compels every man to consider his vows and 
obligations sacred. An honest debtor, if legally 
absolved from the embarrassment of all his debts, 
would nevertheless feel himself bound, if the smiles 
of fortune should afterwards enable him to do so, to 
hunt up and discharge all his old contracts. 

Mr. President, I protest, sir, against being num- 
bered amongst those who have no sympathy for 
honest debtors, for suffering humanity, wherever it 
may exist. I am not only in favor of abolition . 
from imprisonment, and all other shackles for debt, 
but my feelings incline me to admire the policy of 
ancient times, when at regular periods the whole 

eople could look forward to the coming year ot 
jubilee, when there would be a full, free, and entire 


| release from all indebtedness and harassing obli- 


gations and demands. : ; 
But, sir, when debts are contracted with a view 
to existing laws and regulations in society, the 
case is altered. The indebtedness of the people of 
this country has been incurred under a Govern- 
ment which holds out no hope of ayear of gene- 
ral release. Hence the great delicacy of the sub- 
ject, when we attempt by legislation to interfere 
It isnot only adelicate 


of power between the States and Federal Govern- 
ment, in relation to the proper legislations which 
in necessary to guard the interest of both debtor 
and creditor, is such as to require from legisla- 
tors great circumspection and care. ; f 

Sir, the more I have reflected on this subject, 
in connection with my attention to the able and 
extended discussion in this chamber, the more I 
incline to the opinion, that the States are best 
qualified to provide for the evils which this bill is 
intended to remedy. The States unquestionably, 
by their insolvent laws, and other appart le- 
gislation, have the power to guird the honest but 
unfortunate debtor, from the unfeeling tyranny and 
oppression of the assuming creditor; and in most 
of the States it has already been done. l 

This bill, if it becomes the law of the land, will 
doubtless afford great relief to a comparatively 
very few individuals. But 1 do verily believe the 
great majority of both debtors and creditors will be 
injured by the passage of this bill. 

I believe the great majority of both debtors and 

isting laws of the several 


| States, are in a much better condition than they 


But, sir, the |: 
* especially such as do business on 
:. But, sir, a 


bill; and, for one, I am ready for that decision. |, 


After the most ponent investigation and mature 
consideration of the whole subject, aided as I 
have been in the formation of my conclusions, by 
the ability and intelligence of this enlightened 
Senate, F no longer hesitate. I am ready to give 
my vote against the passage of the bill. This, 
sir, is a measure of importance, on account of the 
principles involved, as well as the great indi- 
vidual interests now at issue on the question. It 
is a measure upon which Congress should not le- 
gislate, so long as a strong doubt of the propriety 
of the legislation proposed rests on the mind of | 
the legislator. That pure and sensible statesman, | 
Nathaniel Macon, advised me twenty-five years i 
ago never to vote for an important measure, so 
long as I entertained doubts of the expediency 
and especially of the constitutionality of the mea- 
sure proposed. The advice was good, sir, and 
deserves the consideration of every statesman. We 
all admit the constitutional authority of Congress 
to pass uniform lawson the subject of bankrupteies. 
But, sir, I doubt the constitutionality of this 
law. To my mind its operation will not be uni- 
form. It will be partial and unjust in many re- 
spects to both debtor and creditor. Should this 
bill become the law of the land, I now venture 
the opinion that it will become an odious and of- 
fensive law to the larger portion of the ple of | 
this country. Its injustice and partial effects will į 
be more fully developed by its operation than can 


| 


I 


i measure will extend to but few. 
` nate and imprudent merchants, speculators, and 


| ford’a feast of fat things to the lawyers. 


do with the credit of individuals? 


will be if you pass this bill. The benefits of this 
A few unfortu- 
this measure, 
a large scale. 
large majority of the "gor suffering 
land will never think of relief 
if they do, it will 


traders, will derive benefits from 


debtors of our 
from your bankrupt law; and 
only aggravate their sufitring, for they will ne- 
ver derive any benefit from its provisions. Sir, 
I consider this a measure better calculated to be- 
nefit lawyers, than either debtors or creditors. Yes, 
sir, this bill will push many a rich fee into the 
pockets of legal gentlemen. Sir,there is ieee | 
any one out of the seventeen sections of the bill, 
that will not require a lawyer to explain its pro- 
visions. Indeed, sir, scarcely any two jurists in 
this Senate have been able to agree upon the 
construction of any section of the bill. The dis- 


| cussion here has awakened me to the endless liti- 


The estate of 
will af- 
To that 
class of the community this measure holds out the 
prospect of a rich harvest. ; i 
Mr. President, the system and subject of credit 
has of late become an enteresting theme with ped 
liticians. I have often, sir, heard the present Ad- 
ministration of the Federal Government denounced 
for destroying ` the credit system. To me, sir, 
this is all idle, perfectly fallacious. My views of 
a sound and salutary credit lead me to fear no- 
thing, ask for nothing, from the Government, in 
the way of credit. What has this Government to 
The ouly true 


punctuality, and 


gation this measure will create. 
every rich bankrupt throughout the land 


basis of credit is industry, economy, 


oe ee pe. 
. The man who earns and receives more than he 


tracts no unreasonable debts—who 
EEP A his affairs with discretion and pru- 
dence—is but rarely the subject of Providential suf- 
fering and distress—and when such cases do occur, 
the moral sense of the communily will rotect such 
aone from the avaricious oppression of an unfeel- 
ing creditor. Sir, I have always had more credit 
than money. I have never had one moment’s dis- 
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PENI of every thing immensely diversified‘ 
beyond any former example, has added much to the 
increased importance oft the question under consi- 
deration, and, as I think, tothe doubtful character of 
its policy. Sir, in such circumstances, what are 
weabout to do? We seemupon the very verge of 
exercising a power which isdestined to search this 


:, vast and extended population—to try its most vital 


tress for fear my credit would fail. The credit of .. 


indivi ments can only be sustained `: 
individuals and Governme y ; a opima io overlay the 
an 


by the true dignity of living within the means at 


com tis not in the power of individuals, or ; 40 i: 100 
mand. Itis Fe A ' widely in their interests. 


Government, to sustain credit by laws of bankrupt- 
cy, or by substituting any kind of fiction for reality. 
Honesty, sir, is not only the best policy, but itisa 
moral duty. We should advise the people to work 
more and spend less; to pay their old debts, and 
bs cautious how they contract new ones. The 
course suggested will banish distress, and bring 
prosperity to our beloved country, without the aid 
ef bankrupt laws. 

Mr. ANDERSON addressed the Senate as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. President: The bill upon your table is now 
on its final passage; and I rise, sir, with very great 
reluctance, to ask the indulgent-attention of the Se- 
nate, while I state, in the briefest possible manner; 
the reasons which-willinduce me to record my vote 
against it. casii a 
may not be excused for his silence; and so I think 
my duty, under the present circumstances, to the 
State which I have the honor in part to represent, 
demands of me that I should bear, thus publiady, my 
testimony against this dangerous and searching 
measure. 

My distinguished colleague, before the recom- 
mitment of the former bill, took the occasion, then, 
to express his entire disapprobation of the adoption 
ofany general bankrupt law at this time, whatever 
might be its provisions, and adverted to the fact 
that he had no reason to Ha age that Tennessee 
wished a system of this kind. I concurred most 
fally in the views which he entertained, and have 
now to state, that I have not myself, up to 
this time, received a evidence ae the 
opinions of the people of Tennessee are in favor 
of the passage of a bankrupt law. It may well be 
supposed, therefore, that atthe moment when such 
a mighty power is about to be brought into ex- 
istence, in a crisis of such peculiar character as that 
which now pervades this country, I should feel the 
deepest anxiety for the result, which may, perhaps, 
fall most unwelcomely, and unexpectedly, upon my 
constituents. 

This bill provides that all persons may become 
bankrupts at their election, upon petition, verified by 
oath, and stating their inability to pay their debts; 


and that a certain other class, including the mer- | 


chants, shall be liable to be made bankrupts, under 
particular and specified circumstances. It has been 
partially modified with a view to protect the interests 
of the creditor, by amendments offered by my dis- 
tinguished friend {Mr. Wricut] from New York. 
Several propositions which he made, intended to ef- 
fect this object toa greater extent, I regret to say, 
it was the pleasure of the Senate, by very small ma- 
jorities, toreject. I voted for most of them, in or- 
der to make this bill less exceptionable than I be- 
lieved it to be, as originally reported by the select 
committee. Still,sir, I look upon itas a measure 
eming with mischiefsof no ordinary character, to 
the highest welfare of the Republic. 

I 


tions which this bill involves. They have already 
been fully and ably discussed by others, andI shall, 
therefore, call the attention of the Senate to the expe- 
diency and probable results of thismeasure. Icon- 
fess, sir, I cannot contemplate its passage, without 
the deepest solicitude for the interests and character 
of our common country. Without, as it seems to 
me, sufficient evidence of public opinion, we are 
pushing it forward withan ardor, and a haste, for 
which we can offer noadequate justification. We 
have before usthe progress of more than fifty years 
of fruitful experience, and it is now nearly forty 
since we dismissed from our statute book, with disə 
gust and indignation,the trial of this system, which 
was made in eighteen hundred. We had then a 
pulation of not much more than four millions of 
people, and the difference between that number and 
sixteen millions—between thirteen independent so- 
vereignties and twenty-six of greater magnitude— 
with ouragriculture, commerce, and manufactures 
multiplied in afar higher proportion—with the pur- 
sujts of men not only augmented, but inthe general 
` že pt 


There are occasions, sir, when a man ` 


shall not now advert to the constitutional ques- - 


l 


interests—to take absolute and summary possession 
of the great relations of creditor and debtor— 
to supersede, at a single step, long establish- 
varied customs 
egislation of alae Feapr’ States, differing 

Il this is to be done by 
one great, paramount, inflexible, and uniform law— 


; a law which tramples beneath its foot the private 


rights of individuals, and the judicial power of the 


i States, which interposes for relief, or remedy, be- 


tween the creditor and the debtor—a law which 


; carries with it into twenty-six distinct and inde- 


pendent jurisdictions more than the 
writ of summons, and more than the power of 
the writof possession. Release is founded upon the 
oath, and fraud legally presumed at the will of the 
applicant. ‘The house and the lands of the citizen 
are to be taken without notice or preparation. The 
whole system of things is to be changed by the 
single move of the creditor or debtor. In a con- 
tradictory spirit of concession, you give to the 
most wicked of either. class the right to destroy 


wer of the 


: others, and compel, by your policy, the more virtuous 


to enter into the competition. Accidents and 
oaths, under this law, may accomplish either end, 
and it offers the singular spectacle of granting the 
immunities of voluntary bankruptcy to all, upon 
the condition that the creditors may make a par- 
ticular class of debtors liable to their compulsory 
process. ‘Thus the catastrophe of bankruptcy is to 
be completed, where undisturbed industry, prudence, 
integrity, and talent, might relieve the incumbent, 
without the odium of the injury forever clinging 
tohis name, and ranklingin his heart. 

If the proposition were now made for the first 
time, to grant this power, I have no doubtit would 
be refused by a large majority of the American 
people. It has an extent,as it stands in theCon- 
stitution, far beyond what could originally have 
been designed, and whch partly arises from the 
more fully developed, and better understood nature 
and construction of our peculiar Government. 

Hitherto the danger has been that of obtaining 
power by construction, but this is so broad and so 
comprehensive, in its literal sense, that we find 
ourselves resorting to’ the e ient of reducing it b 
appealing to the standard of English authority. And, 
sir, there is no enay in the world where its prac- 
tical influence would he so peculiarly felt as in 
ours, both by the people and the Government. It 
would turn the fears and the hopesof the one to an 


; entire concentration upon the other, and bring that 


other into the possession of astrength which would 
give ita consolidated mastery, ultimately, over all 
things, over men, and over States. In this may 
be found, in part, connected with other intrinsic ob- 
jections, the explanation why the exercise of the 
power was so long postponed, though pressed from 
seventeen hundred and ninety, annually, until 
‘eighteen hundred; and why it was afterwards so 
early discontinued, and has been since so steadily 
resisted, until at length, yielding under asuccession 
of panics and disasters, the natural product of the 
vast bank power of the land, we seem ahoutto re- 
enact this great statute sponge, to be applied, retro- 
actively, upon all the pecuniary responsibilities in 
the country. Sir, this jong postponement, the early 
repeal of the law, the resistance against its intro- 
duction since, present to us, the instructive 
portion of the history of this auon, andwe ought 
to regard it, until we shall be otherwise informed, 
as expressive of the deep sense of the American 
people in favor of the policy of leaving the power 


| entirely dormantin the General Government, and 


tobe splice by the legislation of the States, l 
The first blow which will be struck, I fear, wil 


| fall heavily upon the moral feeling of society. It 


will superinduce on the one side temptations to seek 
immediate relief by a single act of surrender, where 
perseverance and skill would, in the course of afew 
ears, recover the unfortunate debtor from his em- 
assments, It is certainly true, that the very of- 

fer of legal relief, in the first moment of a public 
panic, is an invitation to cease to make efforts, and 
will practically be an extinguishment of all debts, 
without a struggle to pay. On the other hand, it 
bestows a power upon the creditor which it is illu- 
sory to suppose will not he often abused, and as often 
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productive of the most mischievous results. Th 
whole basis of the measure invites fraud on the one 
side, and suspicion on the other. You bring into 
active application two utterly antagonistical princi- 
ples—the newly awakened hope of the debtor to es 
cape from responsibility, and the vigilance of the 
creditor to overtake the debtor for a delinquency, 
which he may not disregard, for fear of leaving to 
him the ultimate advantage of the law upon his own 
terms. The main pillar of credit, that confidence 
which is mutually inspired by integrity and by jus- 
tice, will be struck down at a single blow. You de- 
Stroy, at once, all mutuality of feeling, of forbear- 
ance, and of interest. No compositions will ever 
be proposed, and which might be effected at less ex- 
pense and less risk between the parties. It willbe a 
race of escape and pursuit, and in the present condi- 
tion of the country, we will confound the honest 
and persevering debtor, who would finall pay, 
with the man of desperate fortunes. e will 
make an indiscriminate sweep of the unfortunate 
who yet bear themselves against the tide, with the 
bold and reckless speculators, who are already 
ruined; and with this solitary act we will render 
memorable, in all time to come, the present epoch 
of our calamity, by a great legal catastrophe, 
fashioned with singular zeal, anxiety, and labor, 
from our own hands, If it were possible to limit 
the efféct of the bill before us, I am not prepared 
to say that it would be without a useful and happ 
influence upon the condition of society. But, sit, 
one of the very features which recommend it most 
strongly to the support of its warmest advocates, 
is, that it goes to the extent of every interest, and 
every class in the community, not by merely dis- 
charging the contracts of those who are hopeless 
and remediless, but that the offer of emancipation 
from debt is universal. The practical effect of 
this, we know, wil! spread itself through all the 
relations of life, but the final end no man can 
tell, When you shall have broken up the moral 
bond of union which strengthens and protects the 
transactions of men, as much as law itself legalizes 
them, it is un porai to estimate the consequences. 
I speak not of solitary exceptions—the plundered, 
willing or unwilling, must struggle with the plun- 
derers—the virtuous with the vicious—and the blow 
which fells to the earth your next neighbor, will 
carry with it another, and another, without being 
able to say who shall escape, and who shall be 
counted last. 

T PER let it k remembered, ar e 
urged by an eloquent appeal to our sympathies; that 
he, whose heads was bowed down, should be lifted 
up; that the tears of his wife, and his innocent chil- 
dren, would be dried; that the wretched and forlorn 
should again take their Pos in socieyy, Sir, no 
man, I trust, feels more deeply for his fellow man 
than I do, or would go farther to relieve him under 
the pressure of distress. But, sir, does justice, does 
humanity require that we should save some by de- 
stroying others? ‘That to dry tears, which alread 
flow, we should strike new fountains from whic 
they would be shed more abundantly? That we 
should multiply the unfortunate in order to relieve 
them? That weshould di: rd the claims, the 
interests, and condition of the largest business class 
of men in the nation; and that, of all others, they 
should be made to feel that we legislate not for them, 
but for thase who are already desperate? Is this 
fair? Is it just? {Is it wise? Is ithumane? Will you 
lay your hand most heavily upon the commercial. 
community, under a mere suspicion that they may 
deal harshly with others, while your generosity is 
poured redundantly upon the head of the spe- 
culator? ls this, sir, the boasted love of that great 
interest? Is this the tender ee ee the mer - 
cantile class is to receive at the hands oftheir pe- 
culiar friends? Sir, it is the embrace of death— 
death to credit—death to confidence; that confi- 
dence which procures rank and station tothe trader; 
which sustains him in many a sore and trying 
struggle; that confidence which, when every honest 
effort is expended, would, upon a surrender of his 
effects, discharge him from his liabilities; that con- 
fidence, above all, which reposes upon our justice 
and our wisdom ! pages 

Mr. President, this measure has, to my mind, 
the most peculiar aspect. It comes before us un- 
der the potent auspices of the most singular com, 
promise ever presented in legislative histor? on. 
repeat, it is no more or less than th fom his 
as bankrupt is to be a ee rare may bea 
creditor, upon condition f debtors. The 
lowed to oppress a particular class oF ¢ i 
first would not be permitted, but it is the condis 
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tion of power to the latter; and, on the other hand, | 
the latter is to be conceded on the condition of 


that poa benefit to the former. It seems to me, 
sir, that if either would be wrong, and publicly 


mischievous singly, because of the peculiar state 
of the country, that the two united will certainly 
augment the measure of injury. I am unable to 
understand the philosophy of this subject in any 
other way. It has been contended that neither, 
alone, ought to be adopted; if so, a compromise, 
by which both may be efficient, must therefore, I 
think, add a double force tothe objection that lies 
against this great experiment. 

Sir, I would address Senators, in the language 
of Mr. Burke, when he wrote to his constituents, 
with whom he had differed: “I would appeal 
from the opinions which you now have, to 
the opinions which you will have five years 
hence.” From the present excitement, to the 
practical results which we are now preparing, 
and when every other influence will have passed 
away, except that experience which will then 
come home to the feeling and observation of all 
men! x 

The policy of this measure may be partly esti- 
mated by the amount of debt which exists in the 
country, and upon a large portion of which it will 
be immediately directed. It is probably a fair cal- 
culation, that the mercantile debt owed by that por- 
tion ofthe country which is now within the range 
of the suspended banks, is equal to one hundred 
millions of dollars. Of this, I understand the com- 
putation for the city of New York alone to be up- 
wards of sixty millions. The remainder may be 
divided between Philadelphia and Baltimore. This 
debt is to be extinguished in two methods; by the 
voluntary act of the bankrupt, and by the compul- 
sory process which you give to the hand oft the } 
creditor. The contracts were made in a period of 
the highest prices and a swollen currency. That 
currency has been reduced by the curtailment of 
the banks, and with their action has fallen the price 
of wages and of property. They were the primary 
causes of the first, as they have been of the last; and 
although over one-half of the nation they are now 

ded, and refusing to pay their own notes in 

ie, the utmost extent of their paper currency is 

not more than one hundred millions of dollars—not 
equal to the precious metals which they have 

driven into retreat. It is in this state of things that 

you propose this measure of voluntary and compul- 

sory bankruptcy. And, sir, to whom have you 

given that power of coercion, upon mere petition, 

without being verified upon oath? without even 

the right of traversing the question of fraud by a 

trial by jury, until after the decree is entered up— 

until after the blow is struck? We most graciously 

propo to bestow it upon those very banks, as 

well as individuals—the banks, to whom 

we have told, in this debate, that there 

is a sum of four hundred and sixty millions of 

dollars owed by the citizens of the United States. 

They are tobe brought into the great field of action 

and tobecome the potent competitors in the general 

work of ruin and distress. Are we prepared for 

a scene like this? One vast scene of disaster, of 

which no man can tell the end? One wide, deep, 

and lasting excitement. Sir, the country will 

stand aghast at the practical march of this measure, 

with its train of clients, of debts, of agents, of 

assignees, of lawyers, of courts of powcr, and of 

patronage! And who will reap the harvest} Most 

surely, not the creditors! What is the experience 

of those who bore a p in the administration ofthe 

bankrupt act of eighteen hundred? I have before 

me the testimony of one whose talents and character 

entitle his opinions to the highest respect. I amnot 

apoa surrender a question of this magnitude 

tothe mere authority ofnames; but Mr. Tazewell of 

Virgtnia delivered this testimony in the Senate, upon 

the debate on the bankrupt bill in eighteen hundred 

and twenty-seven, and spoke of that which he 

personally knew, and which no man will venture. 

to controvert, and which I have no doubt, upon ex- 

amination, will be found to be sustained by the facts 
that transpired in almost every State of the Union. 
I beg leave, sir, to read his statement. He says: 
«When the former bankrupt law wasin existence, 
he resided in a seaport town, and was engaged in al- 
most every case o penri y that occurred during 
its operation; and he could assure the Senate that 
he never knew a solitary case, in which the creditor 
obtained one cent. The debtors had often large 
estates—there was a large amount of property some- 
where; but by the time it had been filtered through 
the. hands of the assignees, of the commissioners, 
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and their deputies, and agents, and this, and that, 
and the c ther officer, appointed to act upon it, nota 
fraction was left for the creditor. The whole had 
been absorbed in its progress.” And such, sir, 
I have no doubt, will be the progress of this measure, 


inthe contact and process of agents and of courts. 
There is another consideration connected with 


-this subject, which, I think, is entitled to some 


weight, and oughttobe felt, at least by those who 
complain of the expenditures of this Government. 
The total sum which will, in all probability, be ex- 
tinguished, either by payment or discharge, cannot 
fallmuch short of two hundred millions of dollars. 
The number of bankrupts will be, perhaps, not 
less than two hundred thousand. I have heard it 
estimated tobe much greater.. Be thisas itmay, it 
is very certainthat your courts, as at present con- 
stituted, cannot possibly execute the immense mass 
of business—the almost endless suits, in addition 
to the separate cases of bankruptcy, which will be 
cast uponthem. Itistrue thatthisbill provides that 
they shali be considered as always open to applica- 
tions under the act, but their number is too few to 
enable them togo through butasmall portion of the 
causes. You will be compelled to increase the 
number of your judges, and subdivide your present 
districts, or to create a special set of commissioners, 
for the sole purpose of executing this law. Let 
those whoare the special friends of this measure, be 

repared totake also this r nsibility. It will be 
‘ound to beone of noinconsiderable magnitude. 

The period now fixed, at which it is to take effect, 
isthe first of February next. Why not then post- 
pone any legislation until the next session of Con- 
gress, as we Shall have, in the interval, the oppor- 
tunity of returning to our constituents, and consult- 
ing them upon a subject scarcely inferiorin impor- 
tance to any which may require their consideration? 
Or isit possible that the anxiety to pass this bill 
will not brook delay? Sir,that delay would bring 
back upon us the judgment which may reverse the 
decision which we are probably this day to make. 

Mr. President, I fear it is in vain to hope for 
the defeat of this measure. But, sir, I think it 
would have been prudent, in the midst of the pre- 
sent excitement and pressure, to have trusted a lit- 
tle longer to the forbearance and magnanimity of 
the creditor, to the honesty, the industry, and the per- 
severance of the debtor. In Tennessee, sir, like 
every other portion of this Union, we are considera- 
bly in debt; and although we cannot pay to-day,or to- 
morrow,or next day, we are essentially a solvent and 
a paying people. We want no sponging retroac- 
tion—but will, in the end, with few exceptions, pay 
the last cent for which we are liable. But establish 
this law, and though it may cast the sunshine of 
hope upon the path of many a worthy and unfortu- 
nate man, who is bent beneath the burden of his 
disasters, it will just as surely overshadow with 
misfortune others of equal merit, who would, 
if undisturbed, pass triumphantly through the im- 
pending calamities. For every bankrupt it may 
relieve, the very moral, as well as compulsory 
power of its provisions will follow, pari passu, to 
add its victim to that object of your mercy. The 
very mercy of this twofold system will stimu- 
late the fears of the creditor, who will 
most naturally avail himself of every advan- 
tage against the debtor, whom the law has 
armed with the choice of his own fortunes, 
and we shall exhibit the great national spectacle 
of fierce passions and private plunder, overruling 
the mastery of every nobler feeling, under the influ- 
ence of such temptations as few can resist, and 
the impulse of such a revolution as none can stay. 
Instead of being a measure to cure the evils under 
which we are suffering, it will propagate bank- 
Tuptcies with a prolific hand. Whatever may be 
the theory of gentlemen upon this subject, however 
they may expect to bring peace, hope, and joy to 
the bosom of the ruined, there is another side 
of this picture, upon which the statesman cannot 
look without apprehension and doubt; it is where 
those are to be seen on whom ruin will be brought. 
The law will take its course. The fears and cupi- 
dity of men will sweep over the land in one deep 
and rapid stream! No industry, no integrity, no 
perseverance, no probable prospect of success can 
arrest it. I would that we could pause before we 
adopt this terrible and delusive measure. 
is nothing in the history of the past to assure us of 
the wisdom of the step we are about to take. 


There -` 


If the Constitution contemplates such a measure 
as this for the proteqtion of commerce, our pros- 
perity, for nearly iol years, is proof that it is not 
demanded. It is sa tohave this basis for its po- 
licy in England, but with all her advantages, and 
the aid of its protection and encouragement, we 
have advanced many per cent. in the proportion of 
the whole, beyond her commercial and navigating 
interests. Asa permanent measure, it would be 
found, as I think, tobave no such influence. Even 
as atemporary remedy, the power is too dangerous, 
and the consequences are too alarming. 

Let us pause before we pass this bill. It will 
array the North against the South. It will engen- 
der a suspicion, a distrust, a deep rooted prejudice, 
which can scarcely be obliterated during the quar- 
terof a century. It will be a standard subject of 
reference for the guidance and action of the next 
generation, and instead of promoting the prosperi- 
ty of commerce, I fear it will materially affect its 
best interests, particularly by its premature adop- 
tion. 


Besides all this, the country hag not had halftime 
to right itself—to recover from the stupor of its ex- 
travagance—to return to habits of economy—to 
make a steady, united, and persevering effort to 
pay itsdebts. Let us, therefore, look not so much 
to fear as to hope—to despair as to a firm resolve 
to pay—to the forbearance of creditors—to the jus- 
tice and industry of debtors. Our countrymen are 
full of a noble love, and a noble confidence towards 
each other; and it becomes us, as the grave ad- 
visers and lawgivers of the land, not to weaken, 
discourage, or destroy these sacred relations. We 
may rely upon it, sir, public opinion is not fully 
ripe for this measure. The time may come when 
it may demand some system of this kind, for relief 
and for remedy; but let us not hastily and prema- 
turely, at the first alarm, produce a revolution in 
our laws, and the laws of twenty-six States, which, 
when put into motion, cannot be arrested by a hand 
less powerful than our own. Let us not be borne 
down by the mental pressure of the moment, but 
standing erect, with a wise forecast, ask ourselves 
the question, how this will be, after the experiment 
has been passed, and the experience of years has 
sealed its character? . 

Mr. WALL stated that he had, from the com- 
mencement of the debate on this question, had 
the strongest desire that the bill should assume such 
a shape as would enable him to give it his support, 
but in this he had been thwarted; and though no 
one could feel more the necessity of passing some 
measure for the relief of a large portion of the 
community, he could not vote for the bill in its pre- 
sentshape. Mr. W. then referred to various mis 
representations which had been made as to his 
course on this bill, and referred particularly to the 
printed speech of Mr. WesstER, in which his argu- 
ments were misstated and misrepresented. Mr. 
Wesster explained, and disavowed any intention 
to misrepresent the Senator.] 

Mr. W. then proceeded at considerable length 
in opposition to the bill. 

_ Mr. HENDERSON said this bill was not such, of 
all others, as most challenged his approbation. 
Against its compulsory process he could not too 
earnestly protest. He disapproved of that feature 
in toto, and did not believe it could ever operate 
for good. The power of the States, in respect to 
the redress of the creditor against his debtor, was 
already ample, and in his opinion demanded no 
aid from Congress. But, in this opinion, he had 
been overruled by a majority of the Senate. He 
submitted to that decision from necessity. Bat 
this bill contained the essential and salutary power, 
the redeeming power, of breaking the prisoner’s 
chains and setting the captive free—a power which 
no State could assert, and this Government alone 
could exercise. This consideration alone reconciled 
him to the measure: and, in his judgment, over- 
balanced the objectionable principles it adopted 
and furnished a preponderating apolegy for the 
Federal machinery itnecessairily put in operation. 

‘| He should, therefore, vote for the bill. 

| Mr. YOUNG said he bad examined with great 

! care the records of the Supreme Court on this sub- 
ject, and he had found that, unless Con should | 

interfere, a large portion of debtors would be wholly 


i 


i 


without remedy. Mr. Y. read some extracts, 
which went to show that, by the exertion of the 
whole power of the States, there could be no dis- 
charge of the bankrupt debtor, except in cases be- 
tween citizens of the same State. 

The bill was now passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Hen- 
derson, Huntington, Knight, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvel!, Phelps, Porter, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, Webster, White, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen,Andereon, Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Hobbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Pierce, Roane, 
Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
and Wall—19. 

On motion by Mr. HENDERSON, the Senate 
took up the bill authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to extend further indulgence to the late 
deposite banks at Natchez. 

Mr. H. moved so to amend the bill as to extend 
the time, without interest, provided there should be 
like abatement of interest in ratable proportion 
among the sufferers by the late tornado, debtors to 
said banks. 

This amendment was sustained by Messrs. HEN- 
DERSON and WALKER; but, before any definite 
question was taken, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, June 25, 1840. 


Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House resolve itself | 


into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland asked the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts to withdraw the motion, to 
enable him to make a motion to take up the bill for 
rechartering the banks in the District of Columbia. 
Their charters expire on the 4th of July, and it was 
important that the bill should be acted on immedi- 
ately. If the House would agree to take up the 
bill; he would be willing that a silent vote should be 
taken on its e. He would refrain from mak- 
ing a speec himself, and move the previqus ques- 
tion on its passage. 

Cries of no! no! I object! 

Mr. JOHNSON moved to suspend the rules, for 
as se of considering the bill. 

he SPEAKER said that there was one motion 
to suspend the rules for another purpose pending, 
which must have precedence. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said that when the morning 
hour expired on yesterday, the House was in the 
midst of the readingjof the documents andproceed- 
ings in relation to the trial of Lieutenant Hooe; he 
hoped that the rules would not be suspended till that 
subject was di 


of. 
Mr. BRIGGS said it would take two hours to 


read the proceedings of that court martial through, 


and could not yield his motion. 

Mr. CUSHING demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend the rules, which having 
been ordered, were—yeas 82, nays 50. 


Mr. McK AY hoped the House would by general 


consent agree to suspend the reading of the docu- 
ment containing the proceedings of the court 
martial in the case of Lieutenant Hooe, and have 
the same printed. 

Mr. CUSHING objected. 

Mr. McKAY gave notice that he intended to 
move a resolution for the printing of that document 
on to-morrow. 

THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Banks in 
the chair, and resumed the consideration of the 
Independent Treasury bill. 

Mr. SERGEANT being entitled to the floor, re- 
sumed his remarks from last evening in_opposition 
tothe bill, and in favor of a National Bank. He 
concluded at half past one, p. m. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Ohio then took the floor, and . 

ke until the recess in favor of the bill, and in an 
able refutation of the arguments which had been 
urged against it. His remarks will appear in full 


hereafter. 
: EVENING SESSION. 
After the recess, 
Mr. HASTINGS of Ohio resumed, and con- 
` eluded his remarks in Supponi of the bill. 
Mr. COST JOHNSON then took the floor, and 
spoke until a quarter past eight in opposition to the 


i $162,092,132, of which there 
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H and in support of a substitute he intended to 
offer. 
Mr. McCARTY followed, but immediately gave 


way to 
_Mr. MONROE, who moved that the conimittee 
rise. 
On that motion tellers were ordered, and the vote 
was—ayes 39, noes 67; no quorum. 
The committee then rose, and the Cram reported 
that fact to the House, whereupon, 


Mr. HOFFMAN moved to adjourn, on which 
motion the yeasand nays being ordered, were— 
yeas 41, nays 65. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


After an ineffectual motion for a call of the 


House, 
Mr. TILLINGHAST said, as the House refused 
to order the call, he would renew the motion to ad- 


ourn. 

i Mr. DUNCAN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 
47, nays 62. 

So the motion was negatived. 

Mr. McCARTY, wishing to defer his remarks 
until morning, having yielded the floor to Mr. An- 
drews, 

Mr. RHETT hoped that, by general consent, the 
House would go again into committee, as he under- 
stood the gentleman from Kentucky was willing to 
go on and conclude his speech that evening. 

Several gentlemen objected to going into commit- 
tee without a quorum. š 

After some debate of a conversational charac- 
ter, a call of the House was again demanded and 
ordered. 

Mr. CURTIS moved to adjourn, on which mo- 
tion the yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were—yeas 37, nays 74. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

A callof the House having been previously or- 
dered, the roll was called, when 111 members an- 
swered to their names. 

The names of the absentees were then called, 


| after which 126 members appeared within the bar. 


A quorum now appearing, 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. ANDREWS then took the floor, and ‘pro- 
ceeded to say that he was elected a whole figure 


tariff man, an advocate of a National Bank, and a 


| distributor of the surplus revenue arising from the 


sales of the public lands. After telling the commit- 
tee how the old United States Bank was “ mur- 
dered,” he went on to show why he preferred a 
similar institution to the present bill. 

He concluded at a quarter past ten o’clock. 

The committee then rose, and 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Frivay, June 26, 1840. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, enclosing the 
annual statement of the commerce and navigation 
of the United States for the year ending September 
39, 1839; which was laid on the table, and the 


| usual number of extra copies ordered to be printed. 


following abstract of the contents 


We copy the 
from the letter of the Register to 


of this document, 


i the Secretary of the Treasury: 


The imports during the year have amounted to 
was imported in Ame- 
rican vessels $143,874,252, and in foreign vessels 
$18,217,880. The exports during the year have 
amounted to $121,028,416, of which $103,533,591 
were of domestic, and $17,494,525 of foreign arti- 
cles. Of the domestic articles, $82,127,514 were 
exported in American vessels, and $21,406,377 in 
foreign vessels. Of the foreign articles, $12,660,434 
were exported in American vessels, and $4,834,091 
in foreign vessels. 1,491,279 tons of American 
shipping entered, and 1,477,928 tons cleared from 
the ports of the United States. 624,814 tons of. fo- 
reign shipping entered, and 611,839 tons cleared 


during the same period. 
The registered tonnage, a5 corrected at this office, 
is statedat - - - 834,244 54.95 


rolled and licensed tonnage 
w - - 1,153,551 85.95 


at - = 
And fishing vessels at ~ - 108,682 34.95 


Tons - 
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Of the registered and enrolled ton- 
nage, amounting, as before sta- 


ted, to - - - 1,987,796 47.95 
There were employed in the whale 
hery - - - 131,845 25.95 


The total tonnage of shipping built in the United 


States during the year ending the 30th of Septem- 
ber, 1839: aes 


Registered - - - 55,065 47.95 
Enrolled - - - 65,922 82.95 
Tons - - 


120,988 34.95 


Mr. BENTON, from ths Committee on Military 
Afairs, to which had been referred the bill for the 
relief of J. W. Beeson and others, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. BENTON, from the same committee, re- 


ported back the papers in relation to the claim of 


Wallace and Arthur; and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred the claim of J. Mitchell 
and J. P. Fox, reported a bill for their relief; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the same com- 
mittee was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the memorials of. the heirs of Eleazer W. 
Ripley, and Mathew J. Ketch. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back the various memorials 
which had been referred to said committee in rela- 
tion to the employment of blood hounds in Florida, 
and moved that said committee be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof; which motion was 
agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the same commit- 
tee was discharged from the further consideration of 
the memorial of the Legislature of Connecticut on 
the subject of a national foundry. 

Mr. ROBINSON, on leave, introduced a bill 
amendatory of the several acts establishing and re- 
gulating the Post Office Department; which was 
twice read, and referred. 

The Senate took up, in committee of the whole, 
the unfinished business of yesterday, which was the 
bill for the relief of the administrator of Michael 
Hogan, deceased, and after an animated debate, in 
which it was zealously supported by Mr. 


‘STRANGE, and as warmly opposed by Mr. 


HUBBBARD, the question on engrossment was 
taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 4, nays 


- 28. 
Mr. HUBBARD said that, in the early part of 


the Cuar had submitted the annual re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury on the com- 
merce and navigation of the United States. In the 
absence of the chairman of the Committee on Com- 
merce, he had moved that the usual number of ex- 
tra copies should be printed for the use of the Se- 
nate. He had since been informed that the num- 
ber had varied for the last three or four years, and 
that five thousand was the number ordered at the 
last session. It would therefore be proper for the 
Senate tO express their opinion as to what number 
they would wish te have printed on the present oc- 


the sitting, 


casion. 

Mr. KING thought that three thousand extra 
copies would be sufficient, and, unless the general 
sense of the Senate preferred a larger number, he 
would move for the printing of that number. Last 
year, he said, five thousand extra copies of this do- 
cument were printed; the year before, three thou- 
sand; and the two years preceding that, two thou- 


sand. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped the largest number of 
copies, five thousand, would be printed. This was 
one of the most important of the documents trans- 
mitted to Congress, and he found that it was more 
called for than any other. His sapply had not 
been sufficient to meet the demand made on him 
for it. It was important, too, that the country 
should be furnished with the valuable information. 
contained in this document at this time; for, next 
year, Congress would be called on te adjust the ta- 


i i i ble to under- 
Tiff, and their constituents should be a 
stand more fully the important questions that would 


come before them. 
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Mr. DAVIS could see no propriety in printing a 
large number of this document. The extra num- 
ber usually printed had bern fifteen hundred. Two 
or three vears ago, it had been incrcased to two 
two thousand; and last year, by some means or 
other, he could not tell how, five thoasand had 
been ordered. He thought two thousand copies 
were amply safficient, and any amount over that 
number would be superfiuous, and of litle service 
to any body. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would just observe, that in 
the State of Pennsylvania there were sixty coun- 
ties, and he thought that at least one copy should 
go to each county in all the States. Besides, there 
was not a leading merchant in Philadelphia not 
anxious to get a copy, and the same might be said 
in relation to the manufacturers of Pittsburg. He 
was generally averse to printing a large number of 
extra copies of the documents laid before them, but 
this document was an exception. 
tofore printed extra numbers of documents which 
were comparatively unimportant. This document, 
as he said before, contained more valuable com- 
mercial and manufacturing information than any 
other, and yet they were to be restricted to 2,000 
copies. l 

Mr. WALKER. expressed the hope ihat 5,000 
copies would be printed. It was an exceedingly 
important document, and ought to be dissemi- 

nated. He wished to send one copy to each editor 
in his State. 

The question was then taken on printing 5,000 
copies, and decided in the affirmative, without a 
division. 

On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, the joint 1eso- 
lution for the relief of the sufferers by the late 
tornado at Natchez was again taken into conside- 

‘ration, the question being on the amendment 
offered by Mr. H. to remit the interest on the pub- 
lic money to be entrusted for three years longer 
with the two banks at Natchez. 

After a few remarks by Mr. WILLIAMS, not 
distinctly heard by the Reporter, 

Mr. WRIGHT objected to the amendment, that, 
in carrying it into effect, the banks might aid some 
of the sufferers, and not others, so as to occasion 
inequality and discontent. He stated that, in the 
case of the New York fire, which was analogous 

to this, the duties were remitted in cases where the 
goods were totally lost. But in cases of a mere 
extension of the time for the payment of duty 
bonds, with a view to relief, be found that six per 
cent. interest was required on the bonds; and he 
argued that to remit the interest in this Natchez 
case would be nothing short of a direct donation. 


Mr. HENDERSON replied that the resolution 
jtself provided for a pro rata relief to the sufferers. 
Mr. H. also argued that this case ought to be com- 

ved to the former branch of Mr. Wricut’s pa- 
rallel, that is, the remission of duties, rather than 
to the latter branch, that is, the extension of duty 
bonds, to which Mr. Wricar had confined it. And 
if the remission of interest would in this case be a 
donation, the Sree of duties in the New York 
case could be no less & donation. 

After some remarks by Mr. WALKER, in 
which he advocated the adoption of the amend- 

ent 
eM CALHOUN concurred entirely in the views 
ofthe Senator from New York, [Mr. Wriaat.] 
The remission of interest would be in fact a gratui- 
ty of the amount through the agency of the banks 


and not direct from ‘22 Government, which would 


be more gracious. He thocght the extension of 
time to the banks was going as far as ‘ney had any 
power to go, and he was not willing to go any 
farther. 


Mr. WRIGHT said he did not know on what 
ground Congress had acted in remitting the duties 
to the New York sufferers; but he presumed it to 
be this. It was true that bonds had been given, 
and in form the money was due to the Treasury. 


But still, if those goods bad been re-exported, as 


they might have beeo, the drawback upon them 
would have prevented any thing from going into 
the Treasury. And on what ground was the draw- 
pack allowed? It was, that other goods would 
come in to supply their place, so that nothing 
would be really Jost to the Treasury. So, in the 


They had here- | 
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paren 


case of the loss by fire, it made from for other 
goods to come in, so that the Treasury would be 
made good. 

The amen'’ment of Mr. Henprerson was loss 


| and the resolution, giving an extensiin of the time 


of payment for three years to the banks, was or- 
dered to be engrossed. 
Affer the consideration of Executive business, 
The Senate adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frivay, June 26, 1840. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of introducing the foliowing resolution, 
viz: 

Whereas Senate bill 127, entit!ed an act to pro- 
vide for the colleciion, safekeeping, transfer, and 
disbursement of the public revenue, was taken up 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union on the 20th of May last, aud has been under 
discussion to this time; and whereas the period has 
arrived when it is proper to close the present ses- 
sion of Congress with as little delay as possible; 
and whereas much of the indispensable public busi- 
ness is yet to be acted on; therefore 

Resolved, That the said committee be discharged 
from the consideration of said bill, from and atter 
Monday next, unless the same shall be reported to 
the House at an earlier day; and that said bill, 
with such amendments, if any, as shall have teen 
adopted in said? committee, shall be taken up in 
the House on Tuesday next, at 11 o’clock, a. m. 
and be the spccial order until finally disposed of, 
reserving to said committee the right, according to 
the rules of the House, to report the same sooner 
if the discussion shall terminate. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved a call of the 
House; which having been ordered, was proceeded 
in till 160 members answered to their names; when, 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 
all further proceedings in the call were dispensed 
with. 

The question recurring on the motion to sus- 


pend, 

Mr. BRIGGS said if the gentleman would strike 
out the preamble, he would vote for it. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, at the solicitation, modified 
the resolution so as to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the rales of the House be so far 
suspended that the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union be discharged from the 
consideration of Senate bill No. 127, entitled A bill 
to provide fer the coll-ction, safekeeping, transfer, 


| and disbursement of the public revenue from and 


after Monday next, unless the same shall be report- 
ed at an earlier day; and that said bill, with such 
amendments, if any, as shall have been adopted, be 
taken up in the House on Tuesday next, at 11 


o’clock a. m., and be the special order until finally- 


dispased of, reserving to the said committee the 
right, according to the rules of the H. use, to report 
the same sooner if the discussion shall terminate. 
Mr. C. called for the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules; which were ordered, and 


were—yeas 127, nays 53. 

YEAS—Meessrs. Alford, Judson, Alien, John W. Alien, Hugh 
J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Black, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, Wm. O. Butler, Calhoun, Carr, Carroil, Casey, Chap- 
man, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, 
William R. Couper, Craig. Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, Juha 
Davis, John W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, 
Galbraith, James Garland, Goggin, Griffin, Hall, Hammond, 
Hand, William S. Hastings, John Hastings, Hawkins, Henry, 
Hiilof North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Leet, 
Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mal- 
lory, Marchand, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, 8. W . Morris, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Oshorne, Parrish, Parris, Petrikin, Pickens, 
Prentis Ramsey, Randolph, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Si- 
monton, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Sirong, Sumter, Swearingen, Taylor, Jacob 
‘Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Vrvom, David D. 
Wagener, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Willams, Henry Wil- 
liama, Joseph L. Williams, and Worthington—127. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Baker, Bell, Bond, Wil- 
liam B. Campbell, Carter, Crabb, Cranston, Cushing, Davies, 
Garret Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, aha 
Everett, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goode, Haber am, 
Hawes, Hunt, James, Kempshall, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, Palen, Profit, Randall, 
Rayner, Reed, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Stanly, Song 
Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Warren, Edward D. 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, and Christo- 
pher H. Williame—63. ea 


Se SS 


| 
| 
| 
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So the rules having been suspended, 

Mr. C. moved the previous question; which re. 
ceived a second; and the main ques:icn having been 
ordered, and the question now beirg, ‘Snail the re. 
solution pass?” 

Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered, were—veas 123, nays 


58. 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford. Judson Allen, John W. Allen, Hugh 
J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Biack, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, Sumpson H. Butler, William O. Butler, Calhoun, Carr, 
Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Coiquitt, Cross, 
Dana, Davee, J. Davis, J. W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Earl, Eastman, 
Connor, Mark A Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, 
Fly, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Fioyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Griffin 
Hall, Hammond, Hand, Jno. Hastings. Hawkins, Henry, Hill 
of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman. Holmes, Hubbard, Jack- 
son, Jameson, Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Witiiam 
Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathanie! Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kille, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, Mc- 
Calloch, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Miller, Montanya, Mont. 
gomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parrish, Parris, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Randolph, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Ridzway. Rives, Ryall, Samnueis, Shaw, Simonton, 
Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkwea her, 
Steenrod, Strong, Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Vauderpoel, Vroom, David D. 
Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wiliams, 
Henry Williams, Joseph L. Williams. and Worthington—123, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Baker, Bell, Bond, Brock. 
way, W. B. Camphel!, Carter, Chittenden, Crabb, Cranston, 
Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies,Garret Davis, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dellet, Dremgoole, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Rice Garland, 
Gates, Gentry, Goode, Habersham, W.S. Hastings, Hawes, 
Hillof Virginia, Hunt, James, Kempshall, Lincoln, Marvin, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, Palen, Proffit, Rariden, 
Rayner, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Stanly, Stuart, Talia. 
ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Warren, E. 
W. White, Thos. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, and Chris. 


topher H. Williams—58. 


So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. LEET of Pennsylvania, by general con- 
sent, moved the following resolution, which was 
adopted. 

Resolved, That the claim of John McFarlane of 
Pennsylvania, against the Winnebago tribe of In- 
dians, for depredations committed upon his pro- 
perty in the year 1812, be referred with the ac- 
companying decuments and proofs to the Com mit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, with instructions to said 
committee, if upon examination they should fiad 
said claim to be equitable and just, to report by 
bill or otherwise, directing its immediate payment. 

BANKRUPT BILL. 

Mr. SERGEANT asked the general consent of 
the House to take up the bill called the Bankrupt 
bill, for the purpose of having it referred and 
printed. 

Cries of no! no! from all parts of the hall. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired of the Cuaia, 
whether the bill was on the Sazaker’s table. 

The CHAIR replied that it was. 

Mr. DROMGOLE said he was willing that the 
business on the Spraxer’s table should be taken 
up and disposed of, and after the bill was reached 
in its regular order, he would be willing to have it 
referred; until then he objected. 

Mr. SARGEANT moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. DROOMGOOLE called for the yeas and 
nays on the motion, which were ordered, 

Mr. D. called for a division of the question, so 
as to take the vcte simply on the motion to suspend 
the rules. 

The question was taken, and resulted—yeas 88, 
nays 88. 
ta YEAS—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Andrews, Baker, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Albert 
G. Brown, William O. Butler, Calhoun, Carter, Chapman, Chinn, 


Chittenden, Chfford, Crabb, Cranston, Crary, Curtis, Cushing, 
Dana, Davee, Edward Davies, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, 


; Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwatds, Evans, Everett, Fletcher, 


Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goode, Graves, Hall, William 8. 
Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, Jackson, James, Charles 
Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Leet, Leonard, 
Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery, Mor- 


| gan, Naylor, Nisbet, Osborne, Paien, Randolph, Rariden, Ridg- 


way, Edward Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Albert Smith, Truman Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, Stuart, 
Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Vander- 
poel, David D. Wagener, Warren, Edward D. White, Wick, 
Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher 
H. Williams—88- 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Burke, Sampson H.: Butler, 
W. B. Campbell, Carr, Carioll, Casey, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Craig, Cross, John Davis, Doan, 
Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Eastman, Ely, Fisher, Floyd, For- 
nance, Galbraith, Goggin, @nitfin, Hamraviud, Hand, John Hast- 
ings, Hawes, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, 
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, McCiel 
lan, McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, Milier, Montanya, Samuel 
W. Morris, Newhard. Parræh, Parris, Petiikin, Pickens, Pre! = 
tiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 
John Smith, Thomas Smith, Peconred, Strong, Sumter, Swear. 


£ 


ane 


ingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, Triplett, Turney, Vroom, 
Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
Jewis Williams, and Worthing'on—88. 

There not being two-thirds, the rules were not 
suspended. 

Mı. DOWNING gave netice that he would on 
to-morrow ask l-ave to introduce a bill more ef- 
fectually to protect the people of Florida in their 
lives and property, and to bring the Seminole war 
toa close. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

On motion of Mr. VANDERPOEL, the rules 
were suspended, and the House resulved itself into 
a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Banks in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the Independent Treasury bill. 

Mr. McCARTY spoke one hour in opposition to 
the bill, and in an examination of the policy of the 
post and present Administrations with the cur- 
rency. 

Mr. BIDDLE followed, and entered into an ela- 
borate defence of the banking system, which, he 
contended, was infinitely seperior to the system con- 
templated by the present bill. In the course of his 
remarks, he endeavored to show that the suspensior 
of the old United States Bank arose solely from its 
zeal in placing its resources at the disposal of Go- 
vernment, by taking up its loans, ete. He had not 
concluded at half-past 2 o’clock, the hour of re- 


cess. 
EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, 

Mr. BIDDLE resumed and concluded his re- 
reread in opposition to the Independent Treasury 
ill. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia then obtained the floor. 
After adverting to the manner in which the last 


` gentleman who addressed the commiitee had given 


his “ parting blessing,” Mr. C. then proceeded to 
explain that he would have taken an earlier oppor- 


tunity of giving his views in favor of the bill, had jj 


it not been for peculiar circūmsfances in relation to 
his connection with certain gentlemen of the com- 
mittee. Mr. C. then alluded to the position in 
which he and his colleagues from Georgia stood in 
relation to this question, and intimated that he had 
postponed his remarks, for the purpose of hearing 
the speeches of his colleagues, in order that he 
might have the benefit of their suggestions, on 


which he could reflect before he came to act on the 
He did this, because he held himself ; 


subject. 
bound by nothing but the honest convictions of his 
own mind; and in the vote he should give, he 
would be guided by that conviction alone. 

The end he proposed to carry out was; first, to 
confine the action of Government to its proper 


limits; and second, to limit the revenue to the wants | 
That was the sum and sub- | 
stance of his political faith; and if he could show 


of the Government. 


that this bill was calculated to produce that effect, 
he would be justified in his own mind in supporting 
it. Mr. C. here yielded the floor to 

Mr. ALFORD of Georgia, who, as his colleague 
had expressed a wish first to hear the views of other 
members from that State, requested the floor on 
that ground. Mr. A. then proceeded to recapita- 
late the circumstances a‘tending the election of the 
delegation from Georgia, and expressed his sorrow 
that any of his colleagues should think it their duty 
to support this bill. Mr. A, then gave his reasons 
why he could not vote for it, and in a very amusing 
manner told the committee how the late President 
Jackson had “whipped” the United States Bank. 
He said he had no faalt to find with the old Gene- 
ral for killing the Bank; but he did blame him for 
i sabumaaity in not leaving it alone after it was 

lead. 

Mr. COOPER then resumed his remarks in favor 
of the bill, and in reply to the arguments urged 
against it; but more particularly to those of Mesrrs. 
Srrczant and BippLe. He read a number of au- 
thentic documents to show that the deposites bad 
formed the basis of the circulation of the banks in- 
stead of their own capital; and that as the shadow 
moved on the dal plate, so the amount of deposites 
invariably indicated the amount of circulation. He | 
then showed that the great evils which must result 
from placing the revenue of the country in the pow- 
er of banking corporations to serve as a basis of 
their circulation; also the inevitable ruin which 
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mnst ensue, when that basis should be withdrawn, 
leaving the paper in circulation without any power 
on the part of such banks to redeem it. In reply 


; to the assertion that the deposites were of no use to 


the old United States Bank, Mr C. asked how it 
was that the Bank broke when the cleposites were 
withdrawn. 

In the recent speech of Mr. Serceant, that gen- 
tleman had made an elaborate calculation, showing 
the expense of the Independent Treasury system. 
He had also spoken with earnestness on the loss 
that would accrue by keeping five millions of spe- 
cie constantly in the hands of the receivers general, 
showing how much pork, and how many barreis of 
flour might be bought with the interest on that sum. 
As a set-off to this, Mr. C. introduced a table show- 
ing the great amount which might have been rea- 
lized by Government on the millions deposited with 
the United States Bank, estimating the interest at 
6 percent only. He then showed that the Bank 
used this money, as its circulation was always 
guided by the amount of deposites. And in addi- 
tion to the profit on its bills, ihe Bank realized an 
immerse sum by exchanges, etc. Mr. C. then 
contended that the cost of the Independent Treasu- 
ry system was nothing in comparison to the former 
system, and that the gentleman from Pennsylania 
‘| had been peculiarly unfortunate in raising such an 


í 


objection. After adverting to many other objec- 
tions to the bill, which he confuted by authentic do- 
cnments, Mr. C. concluded at a quarter past ten. 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL of Tennessee then took 
the floor, but gave way toa motion that the com- 
mittee rise. This motion prevailing, the commit- 
rose, and 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, June 27, 1840. 
The SPEAKER presented to the House a com- 
| munication from the Hon. William L. Storrs, re- 
| signing his seat as Representative from the State of 
Connecticut. 
CASE OF LIEUT. HOOE. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama moved to take up 
the communication from the Navy Department, 
containing the proceedings of a court martial at 
Pensacola, summoned for the trial of Lieut. Hooe, 
together with the approval thereof by the Secretary 
of the Navy, Lieut. Hooe’s protest and memorial 
to the President, and certain remarks of the Secre- 
| tary in defence of his course in approving the sen- 


tence, together with a legal opinion of the United 
States District Attorney, Francis S. Key. 

Objection being made, | 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama moved to sus- 


up. 

hue Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved a call of the 
House; which having been ordered, was proceeded 
in till 156 members answered to their names; when 


| 


k 


On motion of Mr. RAMSEY, all further pro- 
| ceedings in the call were dispensed with. 
; Mr. TALIAFERRO said that the gentleman 
| who had instigated the call of these documents [Mr. 
Borts] was necessarily absent with bis family, and 
whose wish it was that the question should not be 
taken on the reference and printing, unless he was 
present. 

Mr. CRAIG replied, that when the gentleman 


these documents, he with much emphasis said “he 


would bring these Democrats up tothe builring,”and ; 


it would not do to back out from the question. The 
documents are here, and should go forth to the 
people to enab'e them to have the whole truth. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi stated that the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Borts] knew, befere 
he left,that the previous question was moved on the 
motion to refer the docnments to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, andto have them printed. He had 
no idea that the question should be delay: d because 
a gentleman thought proper to absent himself. He 
had been told that the motion for the previous ques- 
tion would not be withdrawn. 

Mr. MONROE moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table, 


| 


i 


.| antagonist measure. 
pend the rules for the purpose of taking the subject | 


| 


The CHAIR suggested that it wou'd take no 
more time time to dispose of the question to supend 
the rules, than it would the motion to lay on the 
table. 

Mr. M then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. ANDREWS inquired of the Cuain whether 
the motion was to suspend the rules for the morn- 
ing hour, or without limitation? 

The CHAIR replied that the motion was a gene- 
ral motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Then, if it is to suspend the 
rules generally, I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi said that the 
previous question had been moved en the proposi- 
tion for reference; and if the rules were suspended, 
the subject could be disposed of before the expira- 
tion of the morning hour, as there could be no de- 
bate. The gentleman need not entertain any fears 
that it will extend beyond the horning hour, if his 
friends will meet the question at once. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
to suspend the rules, taken, and were—yeas 105, 
nays 58. 

YEAS—Messsrs. Adams, Alford, J. Allen, Hugh J. Ander- 
son, Atherton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Black, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William O. 
Butler, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, 
Colquitt, William R. Conper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cross, 
Dana, John Davis, J. W. Davis, Delet, Doan, Doig, Drom 
goole, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Flétcher, Floyd, For 
nance, Goggin, Graham, Graves, Griffin, Habersham, Ham- 
mond, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, Hub- 
bard, Jackson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leet, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, 
McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, 
Nisbet, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rayner, Reynolds, Rives, 
Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, She- 
pard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Sianiy, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Bweney, 
Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Vanderpoel, Watterson, 
Weller, Jared W. Williame, Henry Wiliams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, and Joseph L. Wilhams——105. 

NAYS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Andrews, Briggs, Calhour, 
William B Campbell, Chittenden, Clark, Cranston, Crockett, 
Cushing; Davee, Garret Davis, Deberry, Dennis, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gentry, Gerry, 
Goode, Green, Hall, William S. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hill 
of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, Kemp- 
shall, Lincoln, Lowell, Marvin, Monroe, Montanya, Morgan, 
Naylor, Newhard, Osborne, Parrish, Randolph, Ridgway, Rus- 
sell, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, 
Thomas W. Williams, and Christopher H, Wiliams— 58. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Banxs in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the Independent Trea- 
sary bill.. . 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee, who was en- 
titled to the floor, spoke in opposition to the bill, 
and in favor of a Bank of the United States, as iis 
He then made some remarks 
in relation to the taunts which had been thrown out 
by the friends of the Administration, that the Op- 
position had no measure of relief antagonistical to 
the Independent Treasury bill. The Opposition 
have always had a measure of relief. They are in 
favor of recurring to the olden: times, that gave a 
curiency of more uniform value than specie—the 
times when the people asked no changes in the man- 
ner of collecting, keeping safe, and disbursing the 
public revenues. Those are the times, he dare 
say, the Opposition would like to see adopted. 
He argued in favor of a Bank of the United States 


` asthe only proper and the constitutional and expe- 
i dient measure for the cure of the evils of the times, 
from Virginia [Mr. Borrs] moved to suspend the | 
rules for the introduction of the preamble and reso- | 
lutions, making the call on the Department for |! 


and in the course of which argument he denounced 
those who opposed a National Bank as the Lcco 
Foco agrarian party. He also adverted to the ex- 
penses of the Administration, and censured the vote 
which increased the standing army in 1838 to fight 
and suppress the Indians, as one of the causes of the 
inerease in the expenditures. It was done, he said, 
to increase the power and patronage of the Govern- 
ment. He also adverted to the late plan of the Se- 
cretary of War for the reorganization, under the 
authority of the State Governments, of the militia, 
and denounced it as more odious than the alien and 
sedition law of the elder Adams. . 

Mr. HAND, of New York, then took the floor 
in support of the bill. After adverting to the in- 
structions of the Legislature of his State, which he 
denounced asa piece of arrogance, he proceeded to 
meet the numerous objections urged against the 


bill. 
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In the course of his remarks he exposed the fal- 
lacy of referring to England as an argument in fa- 
vor of a paper system. He showed that it was not 
the amount of bank paper that constituted the 
wealth of a nation, but its productive industry. 
Gentlemen might argue as they pleased, but they 
could not disprove the fact, that labor alone created 
wealth. 

Referring to the condition of the laboring classes 
in England under the operation of the boasted pa- 
per system, Mr. H. mentioned an instance when a 
witness, appearing before a committee of the House 
of Commons, was so weak from his water gruel 


diet, that he was obliged to sit while his evidence | 


was taken, not having strength to stand. 
The hour of 24 o'clock having arrived, the 
House took its usual recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, 

Mr. HAND resumed his remarks in support 
of the Independent Treasury bill. In the course 
of his speech, he repelled, with much warmth, 
the attack made by Mr. Biddle upon the Presi- 
dent of the United States. He was surprised that 
a gentleman of so much talent, should, in his va- 
ledictory, have seen fit to aim a parting arrow at 
the person of the Chief Magistrate—an arrow 
pointed with malice; impotent, however, as all such 


attacks would be. Mr. H. after an able vindica- | 
tion of the present bill, expressed himself as be- | 


ing no enemy to the banks, provided they kept 
within their own proper sphere. He contended 


that the Government ought to have no connection ; 


with such institutions, or it had no right to interfere 
with the currency. All that the friends of the Go- 
vernment wanted, was, that it should take care of 
its own money without intermeddling with the insti- 
tutions of the States. 

Mr. REED next obtained the floor, and spoke at 
some length in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. JOHN DAVIS of Pa. followed in support of 
the bill. He prefacedhis remarks by stating that 
he was a plain farmer, born to no other inheri- 
tance than the pve Some were of opinion 
that ablacksmith might, with as much propriety, 
attempt to menda watch, asa farmer to legislate. Be 
that as it might, he thought he understood the matter 
then under consideration sufficiently well to show 
and prove from facts, that an Independent Trea- 
sury system would be infinitely referable to the 
ruinous banking system which had hitherto op- 
pressed the country. Mr. D. was surprised at the 
complaint made by his colleague [Mr. Serceant] 
afew days ago, of the interest that would be lost 
on the five millions of specie, which, under this 
bill, would be in the hands of the receivers. In 
reply to that objection, Mr. D. exhibited a calcu- 
lation showing the immense sums which would 
have accrued to Government, in the shape of in- 
terest, on the millions deposited for so many years 
with the United States Bank. The loss under 
the present measure on that head, would be com- 
paratively nothing compared with the deposite sys- 
tem. 

Mr. D. then referred to a table he had ompr 
from authentic sources, showing that the Inde- 

ndent Treasury system would not withdraw 

rom circulation any more specie than was con- 
stantly, for so many years, in possession of the 
United States Bank. He then proceeded to show 
that it was the loss of those deposites that created 
the strong opposition to the present measure. The 
Bank did not like to give up the money after en- 
joying its use for so many years. i 

The gentleman had also said that the worst times 
the country had ever seen were under this Sub- 
Treasury system. Mr. D. would remind him of 
the great distress that prevailed at various periods 
during the existence of the United States Bank, 
and ask him whether the sudden and ruinous re- 
vulsions under! that institution, were at all to be 
compared with any distress of late years. The 
people of Pennsylvania understood these “panic 

eches” too well to pay any attention to them. 
he alarm had been raised too often to produce any 
effect now. 

Mr. D. was surprised to hear the friends of 
the banks admit that those institutions could not 
stand without being propped up by the Govern- 
ment. He was much disappointed in hearing 

tlemen make out so bad a case; as the fact 
that the banks could not stand without the aid of 

Government, was of itself a sufficient argument 
why the public money should not be entrustedjjto 


wala inevitably ensue. 
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them. He was no enemy to the banks. He 
wished to make no war upon them. All he de- 
sired was a peaceable dissolution of the unprofita- 
ble saa a 
r. D. then exhibited a table, showing that the 
imports, the prices of produce, of property, etc. 
were all governed by the amount of circulating 
medium in the country. Also, that so long as any 
bank had the control of that circulation, by using 
the public revenue, the most disastrous results 
What had been, would 
be again, if the public money should be placed 
in the hands of a great moneyed institution, using 
it for its own private advantage. 
He then alluded to the ingratitude of the Oppo- 


sition in assailing the President on the subject of ' 


Treasury notes. 
assistance was generously extended to the Whig 
merchants of New York, by extending the time 
for the payment of duty bonds. That measure 
necessarily cut off from the Treasury a great 
source of revenue, and in order to supply the 
deficiency created by this indulgence, it was 
found necessary to ask for Treasury notes. Yet 
although these notes were required solely on ac- 
count of the extension of the time for the pay- 
ment of bonds, the merchants, for whose express 
benefit it was designed, turned round and raised 
the cry of “Treasury shinplasters.” Mr. D. said 
he would disown a class of farmers in Pennsyl- 
vania, who would act so ungratefully. 

As one strong reason why the bill should pass 
now, Mr. D. alluded to the probability that at the 
next session there would be a revision of the ta- 
riff system, when if the banks were not separated, 
they would bring their 
the House, in favor of a high tariff, so as to cre- 
ate a surplus revenue. It was important then to 
pass the bill now, and thus give the banks no chance 
of being interested in the question of the tariff at 
the next session. 

Mr. D. adverted to a variety of other reasons 
to show why the bill ought to fpass without delay. 
His remarks will appear in full hereafter. 

Mr. HUBBARD then took the floor in support 
of the bill, and in a very striking manner illustra- 
ted its advantages over the banking system. The 
world had been governed by priestcraft, and then 
by kingcraft, but this was the age of bankcraft, 
the age of corrupt men, who make money withoat 
capital, etc. Mr. H. then gave a vivid picture of 
the system of modern banking, and its ruinous ef- 
fects upon the country. He afterwards showed the 
great superiority of the present measure, which 
would operate as a check upon excessive imports, 
and prevent a recurrence of the disastrous scenes 
of former years. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
‘MORGAN, HILL of Virginia, CRABB, and 
CHITTENDEN, in opposition to the bill, until past 
12 o'clock. 

Mr. DUNCAN then obtained the floor,and moved 
that the committee rise; which motion prevailing, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 


Monnay, June 29, 1840. 

Mr.STURGEON presented the petition of anum- 
ber of citizens of Pittsburg, boat owners, boat build- 
ers, and masters of boats navigating the Ohio river, 
remonstrating against the passage of any Jaw requir- 
ing them to use exclusively any description of 
steam machinery: ordered to be printed, and laid on 
the table. : 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of a number 
of masters of vessels engaged in tbe commerce of 
the city of New York, remonstrating against the 
repeal of the pilot law: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ANDERSON presented the petition ef 
George Turnley, praying for a pension in considera- 
tion of Revolutionary services; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which the same had been referred, reported the 
bills for the relief of Robert Whittle; for the relief 
of Lyman N. Cook, and for the relief of Benjamin 
McCullough, severally without amendment. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been re- 
ferred the several acts amendatory of the act esta- 
blishing and regulating the Post Office Department, 
Teportep the same with amendment. 


great influence to bear upon , 


He referred to the time when : 


| relief of William Butterfield, 


ny 
Mr. TAPPAN, from the Joint Committee on the 
Library, to which had been referred the resolution 
on the subject of the minerals and geological speci- 
mens preserved in the War and Navy Depart- 
ments, made a report thereon; which was read 

and ordered to be printed. , 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fj. 
nance, reported unfavorably on the bill for the re. 
lief of Andrew Low, senior partner and assignee of 
Low, Taylor, and Company, of Savannah, Cia. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pension: 
to which was referred the memorial of John Mc. 
Clanahan, reported a bill for his relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. P. also from the same commiltee, recom- 
mended the indefinite pestponement of the bill for 
the relief of James Cummings. 

Mr. P. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bills from the House for the relief of 
Daniel W. Going, William Bowman, Ichabod 
Beardsley, and Peter A. Myers, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bills from the House for the relief 
of James Cummings, Christian Brougher, Jobn Pi- 
per, and John Lybrovk, recommended their inde- 
finite postponement. 

Mr. BENTON, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the bills to provide for as- 
lisfying outstanding claims to bounty lands for mi- 
litary services in the late war with Great Britain, 
reported the same without amendment, and recom- 
mended that further action thereon he postponed 
until the next session of Congress; and the report 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B. submitted the following resolution, which 
lies one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Pres:dent of the United States 
be requested to cause to be communicated to the 
Senate, at the commencement of tbe next stated 
session of Congress, a report showing the number 


i of soldiers enlisted into the army of the United 


States, and entitled to bounty land, during the Jate 
war with Great Britain, designating those whọ 
were entitled to 320 acres from those who were en- 
titled to 160 acres; also, the number of warrants 
which have been drawn and sausfied for each of 
said quantities; also, the number of warrants ut- 
drawn or unsatisfied at this time, with the names cf 
the soldiers entitled to receive the same, and how 
far it may appear from the rolls of the army that 
they have died in the service, or been discharged 
honorably, or otherwise. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which had been referred the bills for the 
David ‘Wilson, 
and John Brown, reported unfavorably upon the 


' same. 


The joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of 


: the Treasury to extend further indulgence to the 


deposite banks, was read the third time and 
passed. 
On motion by Mr. WALL, the bill to amend the 


‘act approved May 13, 1800, entitled “An act to 
| establish the judicial system of the United States,” 


was taken up and considered, as in committee of 
the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill in addition to the act entitled “An act to 
authorize the construction of a road from Dubuque, 
in the Territory of Iowa, to the northern boundary 
of the State of Missouri, and for other purposes,” 
approved March 3, 1800, was taken up and con- 
sidered as in committee of the whole; and after 
some remarks from Messrs. YOUNG, HENDER- 
SON, CLAY of Alabama, PIERCE, KING, and 
TAPPAN, was, on motion of Mr. TAPPAN, laid 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr. PIERCE, the bill to regulate 
the pay of the officers of the line and staff of the 
=a was taken up, and explained and advocated by 

r. P. 

Mr. WILLIAMS thought that there was hardly 


: time enough left of this session to act on this billin 
: both Houses, and that it would be better to post- 


pone it to the next session. He was in favor 0 
equalizing the pay of the officers of the line and 
the staff, but he thought that object could be 
better attained by giving them a fixed salary in 


lieu of all allowances, as contemplated by the re- 
solution of the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. 
SEVIER ] 

Mr. BUCHANAN suggested to the Senator 
from New Hampshire, to let the bill lie over for 
the present. The Senator had entirely convinced 
him [Mr. B.] that there ought to be an equaliza- 
tion of the pay of the officers of the staff and line 
of the army; but the Senator himself had express- 
ed theopinion that this subject could not be sa- 
tisfactorily acted on this session. He would there- 
fore suggest to the gent'eman, that it would be better 
to let the subject lie over till the next session, 
when they would hare the information required 
from the War Department by the resolution of the 
gentleman from Arkansas. 

After some remarks from Mr. PIERCE, the bill 
was laid on the table. 

On metion by Mr. KING, the Senate took up 
and considered, as in committee of the whole, the 
bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
procure steam vessels for the revenue service; and, 
after some remarks in explanation from Mr. K. it 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. A. Van Bu- 
REN, his secretary. 

To the Senate: 

The importance of the subject to the tranquillity 
of our country makes it proper that I should com- 
municate to the Senate, in addition to the informa- 
tion heretofore transmitted in reply to their resolu- 
tion of the 17th of January last, the copy of a let- 
ter jast received from Mr. Fox, announcing the 
determination of the British Government to consent 
to the principles of our last proposition for the set- 
tement of the question of the Northeastern 
boundary, with a copy of the answer made to it 
by the Secretary of State. I cannot doubt that, 
with the sincere disposition which actuates both 
Governments to prevent any ether than an ami- 
cable termination of the controversy, it will be 
found practicable so to arrange the details of a con- 
ventional agreement on the principles alluded to 
as to effect that object. 

The British commissioners, in their report com- 
municated by Mr. Fox, express an opinion that 
the trae line of the treaty of 1783 is materially 
different from that so long contended for by Great 
Britain. The report is altogether ex parte in its 
character, and has not yet, as far as we 
are informed, been adopted by the British 
Government. It has, however, assumed a 
form sufficiently authentic and important to just fy 
the belief that it is to be used hereafter by the Bri- 
tish Government in the discussion of the question of 
boundary, and as it differs essentially from the line 
claimed by the United States, an immediate pre- 
paratory exploration and survey on our part, by 
commissioners appointed fer that purpose, of the 
portions of the territory therein more particularly 
brought into view, would, in my opinion, be proper. 
If Congres eoncur with me in this view of the sub- 
ject, a provision by them to enable the Executive 
to carry it into effect, will be necessary. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasnmneton, 27th June, 1840. 


Mr. Fox te Mr. Forsyth. 
Wasuinaton, June 22, 1840. 

The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty’s En- 
voy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
has the honor to transmit to the Secretary of State 
of the United States, by order of his Government, 
the accompanying printed copies of a report and 
map which have been presented to her Majesty’s 
Government by.Colonel Mudge and Mr. Feather- 
stonhaugh, the commissioners employed during the 
last season to survey the disputed territory. 

The undersigned is instructed to say, that it will 
of course have become the duty of her Majesty’s 
Government to lay the said report and map before 
Parliament; but her Majesty’s Government have 
been desirous, as a mark of courtesy and conside- 
ration towards the Government of the United 
States, that documents bearing upon a question of 
so much interest and importance to the two coun- 
tries, should, in the first instance, be communicated 
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to the President. ‘The documents had been official- 
ly placed in the hands of her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, only a few days previously to the date of the 
instruction addressed to the undersigned. 

Her Majesty’s Government feel an unabated de- 
sire to bring the long pending questions connected 
with the boundary between the United States and 
the British possessions in North America, to a final 
and satisfactory settlement; being well aware, that 
questions of this nature, as long as they remain 
open between two countries, must be the source of 
frequent irritation on both sides, and are liable at 
any moment to lead to events that may endanger 
the existence of friendly relatiuns. 

It is obvious that the questions at issue be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States, 
must be beset with various and really exist- 
ing difficulties; or else those questions would 
not have remained open ever since the year 1783, 
notwithstanding the frequent and earnest endeavors 
made by each Government to bring them to an ad- 
justment. Bat her Majesty’s Government do not 
relinquish the hope that the sincere desire which is 
felt by both parties to arrivs at an amicable settle- 

ment will at length be attended with success. 

The best clue to guide the two Governments in 
their future proceedings, may perhaps be obtained 
by an examination of the causes of past failure: 
and the most prominent amongst these causes has 
certainly been a want of correct information as to 
the topographical features and physical character of 
the district in dispute. 


This want of adequate information may be 


traced as one of the difficulties which embarrassed 


the Netherlands Government in its endeavors to 
décide the points submitted to its arbitration, in 


1830. The same has been felt by the Government f 


in England: it has been felt and admitted by the 
Government of the United States, and even by the 


local Government of the contiguous State of 


Maine. 

The British Government and the Government of 
the United States agreed, therefore, two years ago, 
that a survey of the disputed territory, by a joint 
commission, would be the measure best calculated 
to elucidate and solve the questions’at issue. The 
President proposed such a commission, and her 
Majesty’s Government consen'ed to it: and it was 
believed by her Majesty’s Government that the ge- 
neral principles upon which the commission was to 
be guided, in its local operations, had been settled 
by mutual agreement, arrived at by means of a 
correspondence which took place between the two 
Governments in 1837 and 1838. 

Her Majesty’s Gevernment accordingly trans- 
mitted, in April of last year, for the consideration 
of the President, the draft of a convention to re- 
gulate the proceedings of the proposed commissien. 
The preamble ef that draft recited textually the 
agreement that had been come to by means of notes 
which had been exchanged between the two Go- 
vernments; and the articles of the draft were 
framed, as her Majesty’s Government considered, 
in strict conformity with that agreement. 

But the Government of the United States did not 
think proper to assent to the convention so pro- 
posed. 

The United States Government did not indeed 

allege that the proposed convention was at vari- 
ance with the result of the previous correspon- 
dence between the two Governments; but it thought 
that the convention would establish a commission 
of “mere exploration and survey;” and the Pre- 
sident was of epinion that the step next to be taken 
by the two Governments, should be to contract 
stipulations bearing upon the face of them the 
promise of a final settlement, under some form or 
other, and within a reasonable time. 

The United States Government accordingly 
transmitted to the undersigned, for communica- 
tion to her Majesty’s Government, in the month of 
July last,a counter draft of convention, varying 
considerably in some parts, as the Secretary of 
State of the United States admitted in his letter to 
the undersigned of the 29th of July last, from the 
draft proposed by Great Britain. But the Secre- 
tary of State added, that the United States Govern- 
ment did not deem it necessary to comment upon 
the alterations so made, as the text itself of the 
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counter draft would be found sufficiently perspi- 
cuous. 

Her Majesty’s Government might certainly well 
have expected that some reasons would have been 
given toexplain why the United States Govern- 
ment declined to confirm an arrangement which 
was founded upen propositions made by that Go- 
vernment itself, and upon modifications to which 
that Government had agreed; or that if the Ame- 
rican Government thought the draft of convention 
thus proposed was not in conformity with the pre- 
vious agreement,it would have pointed out in 
what respect the two were considered to differ. 

Her Majesty’s Government, considering the pre- 
sent state of the boundary question, concur with the 
Government of the United States in thinking that 
it is on every account expedient that the next mea- 
sure to be adopted by the two Governments should 
contain arangements which will necessarily lead to 
a final settlement; and they think that the conven- 
tion which they proposed last year to the President, 
instead of being framed so as to constitute a mere 
commission of exploration and survey, did, on the 
contrary, contain certain stipulations calculated to 
lead to the final ascertainment of the boundary 
between the two countries. 

There was, however, undoubtedly, one essential 
difference between the British draft and the Ame- 
rican counter draft. The British draft contained 
no provision embodying the principle of arbitration; 
the American counter draft did contain such a pro- 
vision. : 

The British draft contained no provision for ar- 
bitration, because the principle of arbitration had 
not been proposed on either side during the negotia- 
tions upon which that draft was fonnded; and be- 
cause, moreover, it was understood at that time 
that the principle of arbitration would be decidedly 
objected to by the United States. 

But as the United States Government have now 


| expressed a wish to embody the principle of arbitra- 


tion in the proposed convention, her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment are perfectly willing to accede to that 
wish. 

The undersigned is accordingly instrncted to 
state officially to Mr. Forsyth, that her Majesty’s 
Government consent to the two principles which 
form the main foundation of the American counter 
draft; namely, first, that {the commission to 
be appointed shall be so constituted as ne- 
cessarily to lead to a final settlement of 
the questions of boundary at issue be- 
tween the two countries; and secondly, that 
in order to secure such a result, the convention by 
which the commission is to be created shall contain 
a provision for arbitration upon points as to which 
the British and American commissioners may not 
be able to agree. 

The undersigned is, however, instructed to add 
that there are many matters of detail in the Ameri- 
can counter draft, which her Majesty’s Govern- ' 
ment cannot adopt. The undersigned will be fur- 
nished from his Government, by an early opporta- 
nity, with an amended draft, in conformity with the 
principles above stated, to be submitted to the con- 
sideration of the President. And the undersigned 
expects to be at the same time furnished with in- 
structions to propose to the Government of the 
United States a fresh local and temporary conven- 
lion, for the better prevention of incidental border 
collisions within the disputed territory, during the 
time that may be occupied in carrying through the 
operations of survey or arbitration. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion 
to renew to the Secretary of State the assurance of 
his distinguished consideration. 

H. 5. FOX. 
The Hon. Jonn ForsYTH, &c. &c. &e. 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 26th June, 1840... 

The undersigned, Secretary of State-of the United 
States, has had the honor to receive a note ad- 
dressed to him on the 22d instant by Mr. Fox, En- 
voy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of Great Britain, enclosing printed copies of the 
report and map laid before the British Government 
by the commissioners employed during the last æa- 
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son to survey the territory in dispute between the 
two countries, and communicating the consent of 
her Britannic Majesiy’s Government to the two 
principles which form the main joundation of the 
counter proposition of the United States for the 
adjustment of the question. 


The undersigned, having laid Mr. Fox’s note be- 
fore the President, is instructed to say, in answer, 
that the President duly appreciates the motives of 
courtesy which prompted Yhe British Government 
to communicate to that of the United States the 
docaments referred to; and that he derives great 
satisfaction from the announcement that her Ma- 
jesty’s Government do not relinquish the hope that 
the sincere desire which is felt by both parties to 
arrive at an amicable settlement, will at length be 
attended with success; and from the prospect held 
out by Mr. Fox, of his being accordingly furnished, 
by an early opportunity, with the draft of a props- 
sition amended in conformity with the principles to 
which her Majezsty’s Government has acceded, to 
be submitted to the consideration of this Govern- 
ment. 


Mr. Fox states that his Government might have 
expected that, when the American counter draft 
was communicated to him, some reasons would 
have been given to explain why the United S:ates 
Government declined accepting the British draft of 
convention, or that, if it thought the draft was not 
in conformity with previous agreement, it would 
have pointed out in what respect the two were 
considered to differ. 

In the note which the undersigned addressed to 
Mr. Fox on the 29th July of last year, transmit- 
ting the American counter draft, he stated that in 
gonscquence of the then recent events on the fron- 
tier, and the danger of coilision between the citi- 


zens and subjects of the two Governments, a mere | 
commission of exploration and survey would be ; 


inadeqnate to the exigencies of the occa- 
sion, and fall behind the just expectations of 
the people of both countries, and referred to the 
importance ef having the measure next adopted 
bear upon its face stipulations which must result in 
a final settlement, under some form, and in a rea- 
sonable time. These were the reasons which in- 
duced the President to introduce in the new projet, 
the provisions which he thought calculated for the 
attainment of so desirable an object; and which, in 
his opinion, rendered obviously unnecessary any 
allusion to the previous agreements referred to by 
Mr. Fox. The President is gratified to find that a 
concurrence in those views has brought the minds 
of her Majesty’s Government to a similar conclu- 
sion; and from this fresh indication of harmony in 
the wishes of the two cabinets, he permits himself 
to anticipate the most satisfactory result from the 
measure under consideration. 

The undersigned avails himself of the opportu- 
nity to offer to Mr. Fox renewed assurances of his 

. distinguished consideration. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
H. 8. Fox, esq. &. ke. 

On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, the message 
was referred 10 the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 

The bill to authorize the Mount Carmel and New 
Albany Railroad Company to enter on a credit a 
quantity of land, to aid the company in the con- 
stroction of a railroad from New Albany, in the 
State of Indiana, to Mount Carmel, in the State of 
Ilinois, and for other purposes, was taken up and 
considered as in committee of the whole; and after 
a debate, in which Messrs. BENTON, WHITE, 
GRUNDY, SMITH of Indiana, CALHOUN, 
YOUNG, DAVIS, and TAPPAN took part, 


On motion by Mr. BENTON, the bi!l was indefi- 
nitely postponed—yeas 18, nays 16, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Grundy, Hubbard, 
Lumpkin, Pierce, Preston, Roane, Strange, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Wall, Williams, and Wright—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Alabama, Clayton, 
Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Huatington, Knight, 
Lion, Nicholas, Porter, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith 
ef Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and Young—16. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


| 


| 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 29, 1840. 

_ Mr. PETRIKIN moved to suspend to the rules for the recep- 
tion ofa resolution that Congress adjourn on the 15th of July 
Next. 

Phe yeas and nays were demanded, and, being taken, resulted 


| as tollows—yeas 63, nays 43. 


No quorum having voted— 

The roli was again called, when the vote resulted—yeas 81 
nays 89. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to suspend the rules to go into Commit- 
tee ofthe Whole ou the state of the Union. 

f Mr. DROMGOOLE appealed to him to withdraw the mo- 
ion. 

But Mr. B. referring to the fact that this was the last day in 
hich the Sub-Treasury bill could be debated, refused to with- 

raw, 

Before the question was taken, 

Mr. JENIFER asked leave tocorrect a mistake which it ap- 
peared that a member of the House [Mr. Brown of Mississipp1] 
had committed, ina published correction of a report in the 
Intelligencer of the substance of what took place a few days 
since, when Mr. J. had been speaking on the Sub-Treasury 

ill. 

Leave being given, Mr. J. went into a recapitulation of the 
facts, (which he said were truly stated in the report, with the 
solitary exception that the issue of veracity referred to was not 
with the Legislature but with the citizens of Mississippi.) The 
gentleman from Mississippi complained that it had been there 
stated that Mr. J. had given him notice beforehand that he 
should notice the speech he had made, and should refer toa 
question of veracity he had before adverted to as between that 
gentleman and the Legislature of his State. Mr. J. said he had 
distinctly mentionedin the House that he should reply to seve- 
ral gentlemen, and particularly to the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi. The gentleman, in his cerrection, further stated that he 
had asked Mr. J. whether any such notice had been given to 
him, and he (Mr. J.) had denied it. In this the gentleman was 
certainly mistaken. 

Mr. BROWN explained in reply, expressing his gratification 
that Mr. J’s explanation was made in a feeling of courtesy 
which, from former exhibitions, the House had not expected 
from him. Mr. B. then again denied that Mr. J. had given any 
sich notice as was stated in the report, either to himself ner- 
sonally, or to the House, in his hearing. A friend had indeed 
informed Mr. B. that Mr. J. had said he should allude 
to him; but Mr. B. did not, and could not know before- 
hand, of what nature the allusion was to be, whether po- 
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litical or personal, nor could he anticipate that a question of 

ersonal veracity was to be raised in regard to him. The 
Impression given by the report was that Mr. B. having re- 
ceived previous notice that a question of veracity was to be 


made in respect to him, had, under such circumstances, left 


the House to escape exposure; at which he seemed somewhat 
indignant. He was happy Mr. J. had now disclaimed any de- 
sire to make such an exposure. Astothe second point, Mr. B. 
did certainly understand Mr. J. as admitting that he had given 
no notice, personally, to kim, of his intention to allude to him, 
and others had so understood him at the time. 
warmth there might appearin his manner, Mr. B. entertained 
no ill feeling toward the gentleman from Maryland, nor had he 
any intention of making a personal assault upon him or any 
other member of the House, either in or out of the House, and 
he should hold himself prepared at all times to repel any, 
should it be made on himself. 

Mr. JENIFER, by leave, said a few words in rejoinder. The 
gentleman did him no more than justice in not expecting from 
him any thing in the form of a personal attack. Mr.J. had never 
meant to charge the gentleman personally with any want of ve- 
racity; he had only referred to the respectable authorities on 
which he had stated that the gentleman had voted in favor of the 


issue of post notes by the Bank of Mississippi in 1836, though he ; ; 


was now so strenuous in opposing banks, and advoca:ing a Sub- 
Treasury. 

The House now went into Committee of the Whole ork the 
state of the Union (Mr. Banks in the chair,) and resumedthe 


consideration of the 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. f 
Mr, DUNCAN of Ohio had the floor, but yielded it at the rež 
questo 


Mr. FLOYD of New York, who wished to make a personal 
explanation in reply to a charge made by his colleague [Mr. 
CHITTENDEN] on Saturday evening, of having made a false 
statement in relation toa of New York stocks below par. 

Mr. F. said, had it not been for the very late-hour (12 o’clock) 
at which the gentleman spoke, he would have appealed to the 
courtesy of the committee at that time to permit him to reply. 
He then procceded to say that he had heard several days before 
that his honorable colleague had made great preparations for 
replying to his {Mr. F’s] speech, delivered on the 11th instant; 
and 1f he was not mistaken, the gentleman had shown to seve- 
ral members the reply he intended to make. The principal mat- 
ter to which his honorable colleague had alluded, w--s that por- 
tion of the speech in relation to the credit system, and which as- 
serted that the stocks of New York fell in a single year 22 per 
cent. below par. 

The gentleman had said it was untrue that the stocks ef New 
York had ever been sold below par, thus placing him in the po- 
sition of having asserted a falsehood. But the gentleman had 
produced no authority to prove the statement untrue It was, 
therefore, his mere bare assertion, and rested solely on that as- 
sertion. Now he (Mr. F.] would not act like the schoolboy, 
who, when he was charged with lying by his comrade, gave the 
lie back again. No; he would apply to his colleague the words 
of Junius, who said, “I will not call you a rascal, but I will 

rove youone.” Helikewise would not say that his colleague 

ad spoken that which was untrue, but he would prove that 
What he had said was untrue, by a reference to a Whig au- 
thority. 

Mr F. then referred to the following extract from the New 
York Journal of Commerce of September, 1839, to prove that 
what he had said in relation to the fall of New York stocks was 
not untrue, unless it could be shown that the extract itself was 
untrue: 

“A sale of $100,000 New York and Erie Railroad stock, bear- 
ing 4% per cent. interest, payable quarterly in New York, was 
made on Saturday at auction, under the direction of the Comp- 
trolier, and taken by Messrs. Prime, Ward, and King, as follows: 
$10,000 at 79, $10,000 at 78}. $30,000 at 78, and $50.000 at 772, 


iI the closing price. The stock is redeemable in 1859, and was 
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',fof the session, were continually taunting him 
i the bill in preference to the appropriation bi 
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sold on terms, one-third down, and the balance in thi 
sixty days.” , in thirty ang 

Mr. CHITTENDEN replied, denying that he hac ; 
Mr. Froyp with falsehood, in OSTE that New Toi kaera 
| had been coid beluw par. Whathe had charged was, that ai 

ccileague nad asseried what was not trae, when he asserted ihar 
the Legislature of New York hid, under Whig auspices. ma 
barked in the credit system, and, by so doing, had brought the 
stock of the State under par in the market. and in reiation io 
the New York Journal of Commerce being Whig authority 
such was not the case, for it was sometimes on one side and 
sometimes on the other. ' 

Mr. DUNCAN being entitled to the floor, addressed the com 
mittee with much point and humor, in reply to the objectiong 
urged against the bill. In the course of his remarks he imi- 
mated that he had called into requisition the services of his 
“poet,” whose effusions he intended to give to the worid when 
his speech should be written out. 

Mr. D. took a review of the disgraceful system of modern 
| banking, and commentéd with keen sarcaem on the shinplaster 
system, more especial!v in reference to it as adopted in Missis- 
sippi. He exhibited to ue committee several specimens of the 
abominable trash by whicl the poor man had been robhed of 
the fruits of his industry by the associated bank shavers. 
Among other specimens he held up to view a twelve and a half 
cent plaster, which informed the fortunate holder that so soon 
as he could muster forty of those smal? shinplasters, hy going 
to a certain place, some hundreds of miles distance, he would 
be entitled to receive one Jarge shinplaster! Such were the 
beautiful effects of the paper system. 

Mr. D continued his remarks until half- 
when the ITouse took its usual recess. 


EVENING SESSION, 


past two o’clock, 


After the recess, 

Mr. DUNCAN-resumed his remarks, and spoke with much 
earnestness against the abuses of the paper system, and in de- 
fence o` the present measure, which he contended was the mea. 
sure ofthe Constitution itself. Ife concluded at 10 minutes be. 
fore 5 o’clock. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia followed. He expressed himself very 
reluctant at this late period to intrude upon the committee; and 
in doing so he was obeying the dictates of duty rather than hig 
feelings. After alluding to the great importance of the pre 
sent measure, he said n was needless to observe that it had call. 
ed down the abuse of the Opposition in proportion to that im: 
portance. Yes, he would say abuse, tor it was noihing but abuse 
and declamation with which it had been assail A, for no solid ar. 
gument had hitherto been urged against it. This abuse, how- 
ever, was nothing more than the Administration had to expect, 


j} for it struck at the vitals of a system by which a powerful, bold, 


and experienced Opposition had derived unjust advantages, 


yin they were not willing to relinquish without a struggle, 
After some further remarks, Mı. J. proceeced to comment on 

e inconsistent course of the Opposition, who at the early part 
for not calling up 
) lIs; and then when 
the bili was taken up, the very same members were eloquent in 
their abuse that the appropriation bilis had been passed over. 
He thus showed, in very pointed language, that let the friends of 
the Administration do what they would, they were sure to call 
down the declamation of their opponents. If they did not call 
up the bill, they were abused; and if they did call it up they were 
abused; so that there was do way of escape. } 

Mr. J. then adverted to the powers conferred on the General 
Government by the Constitution, and contended that the design 
efthe framers of that Constitution could not be carried into 
effect unless the Government had the absolute control of its own 
funds. He then alluded to the conduct of the banks from one 
end of the country to the other, which, at a recent period, in 
open violation of their charters, had closed their doors and re- 
fused to pay overa single dollar of the public money deposited 
with them. 

» After some further remarks, he referred to the admission 
‘made by all the Opposition, that some measure of relief was ne- 


||Ż cessary, and asked them how long they could stand excused, 


when in opposing this bill, they proposed nothing else in its 
stead. 

Mr. J. then drew a glowing picture of the critical situation in 
which the Government would be placed in case ofa war, with 
all its money in the vaults of the banks, and which, if they 
pleased, might play over the same game they did in 1837, by 
suspending specie payments, 

It was under the deep conviction that it was absolutely ne- 


cessary for the welfare of the Government to separate it from 
the banking institutions of the country, that the committee, of 
which he was a member, had concluded to report the present 

ill. 

„Mr. J. then proceeded to examine the principal features of the 
bill, and to notice the objections urged against them. . After 
commenting upon the constant availability of the Government 
money, by placing it in the hands of receivers, he contrasted 
that plan with the former system of lodging the money with the 
banks He said it was needless to observe that no sooner was 
any portion of the public money placed in a bank, than the 
amount was set down in the books of the bank as a mere debt to 
the Government, and the money transferred to the vaults of the 
institution to be used in conimon with its other capital, for its 
own private benefit. Then, when the Government called for 


i, the money, the bank first consulted its own convenience before 


it thought proper to comply with the demand. Nay, who did 
not remember a meeting of bank directors in one af our com- 
mercial cities, where with closed doors they deliberated as to 
the time when it would be quite convenient for them to pay their 
debts. He appealed to every friend of the country whether 
such a system should be continued any longer, when the mo» 
ney of the Government was atthe disposal of such institutions, 
which retained or paid it, just as they thought proper. 

Mr. J. adverted with much earnestness to the admirable sys 
temof checks and safeguards provided by the bill. He Te- 
minded the Opposition that one section authorized the employ- 


|, Ment of agents, whose duty it would be to examine and inspect 


at short periods, the accounts of all officere entrusted with the 
Government money. And the very fact, that none of those of- 
ficers would know the day northe hour when their accounts 
would be inspected, was a powerful check upon dishonesty. 

_ He then noticed an objection raised hy the Opposion to the 
title of the bill. They complained that the words “Indepen- 
dent Treasury” implied a separation from the people He was 
astonished at such an objection. Did net every one acknow- 
ledge thatthe Government was the Government of the people? 
Were not the people and the Government one and the same? 
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Whig, who occupied the time of the committee for two hours 
and thirty five minutes. 

The namesof all the intermediate speakers on each side of 
the question have been noted, and the time occupied by each. 


Then he would ask, who was more entitled to an Independent | 

Treasury than an independent people? 
Mr. J. then gave a passing notice to the attack made by Mr. | 
Bvt on Saturday, upon the President, for not having per- ; 
l: 


formed any military exploit in the last war, and followed the ex- : , hours. min. 
ample of Mr. Sgrasanr, then Major Sergeant, who shouldered ©; The whole time occupied by ali the speakersis 157 30 
his gun, and marched to the battle field, etc. Mr. J. after some ` | , 
remarks to the effect that Senatora were required as well as war- The thirty-three opponents of the bill consumed 98 24 
riors, begged to state that at the time when the Major Sergeant The twenty-seven advocates of the bill consumed 59 24 
was shoulcering his gun, Mr. Van Buren was render- | ; ond 
ing esential service to his country, by his exertions in the Legis- |: Difference - . - 39 00 
pars ` n native Siate. a tadeisibod ; “i \ EENE. 

a, Mr. J. did not wish to be unders as saying any thing 
derogatory to the military fame of Major Sergeant. On the IN SENATE, 


l Tvespay, June 30, 1840. 
Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of John 
K. West and others, merchants, ship owners, cap- 


contrary, he had nodoubt but that, during the war, the Major 
was both ready and willing to hurl a lance or measure swords 
with the stoutest of Joha Bull’s men who might happen tocome 
in his way. But the people were generally allowed to the best 
judges of military achievements, and seldom failed to be reward 
them. Yet both the Major and Mr. Van Buren had been placed 
before the people as candidates for high office, and what was | 
the reaudt? What judgment had the people given on the me- | 
rits of the two? : 


One great objection of the opponents of the bill was that the 
money would not be safe, and reference was made to the case of 
Swartwout. It was true that Swartwout had put his hand 
rather deeply into the public crib; but then that was under the 
operation of the deposite system, and could notoceur under the 
present system. Besides, gentlemen appeared to forget that, in 
almust every newspaper, there were advertisements offering 
rewards for the capture of runaway bank officers! Gentlemen 
woul] not deny this; and, among other instances, he would re- 
fer them to a case of that kind, wnich had recently occurred in 
his own State, (Virginia,) when a bank teller had gone off 
with no less than five huudred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Some member of the Opposition here called out, “Yes, a 
Bank with an Administration president.” | 

| 
1 
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ment to the act of March 2, 1837, concerning 

pilots, which were severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. 'TAPPAN presented the petition of S. Wild- 

‘| man and others, citizens of the Sfate of Ohio, pray- 


.. referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
; Post Roads. : 
| On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, it was ordered 
| that the Secretary of the Senate transmit to the 


Secretary of the Treasury the papers which ac- 


Mr. JONES replied: “O, yes, an Administration president, 
anda Whig teller. (Great laughter.) 

In further reply to the objections urged against the safety of 
the money in the hands of receivers, Mr. J. asked whether the 
money, when lodged with the banks, waa safe from dishonest 
officers. What was there (he asked) to prevent the chief of- 
ficer of a bank from going into its vaults, at any time, and lug- 
gins off by steamboat, or other conveyance, any sum he lease Í} 

fact was, the argument agains: entrusting individual re 
ceivers with the money, prove à 
prove that no money ought to be entrusted into the hands of | 
aay individual whatever. | 
Mr. J. then showed that the whole expense of the present sys- | 
f 

| 
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‘| Cashen, deceased, which were received from that 
| Depariment. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Joint Committee on 
the Library, to which was recommitted the joint 
resolution for the relief of Langtree and O'Sullivan, 
reported the same bill with and amendment, which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred bilis from the House 

For the relief of Stephen Appleby; 

For the relief of Wm. Glover; 

For the relief of Isaac Boyd; 

For the relief of Isaac Austin; and 
: For the relief of Elijah Blodget; 

-| reported the same without amendment, and with a 
' recommendation that they be postponed indefi- 
:; nitely. 

‘| Mr, LINN, from the Committee on Private 
| Land Claims, reported a bill confirming the claim 
'| of Jenette Cadottee, or her legal representativesgto 
;| a certain lot or tract of land in Michigan; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 


too much; for it would go to 


tem would not exceed $31,000, which was a small sum when 
compared with the great and important objects contemplated. 

Mr. J. after replying to many other objections to the bill, and 
showing that no other measure would restore prosperity to the 
country, brought his remarks to a close at half past 8 o’clock. 
They will appear hereafter in full. i 

Mr. PROFFIT then took the floor in opposition to the bill, | 
which he denounced as neither more nor less than "a serpent 
sleeping in a bed of flowers,” and hated himself because he 
au not prevent its passage. He concluded at half past ; 


ven 

The CHAIR then gave the floor to 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, who remarked, that, on the 20th of May 
last, the consideration of this bill was commenced in Commit- 
tee ofthe Whole. On the first day of this present month, a re- 
solution was adopted, which so far modified our rules as to en- 
able a majority of the House to continue the discustion from 
day today. Since that time, with scarce'y the loss of a single | 
day, (he believed px more than gne) me or had proceeded ni 
in its progress. e believe t there ha een delivered |. . ais 
arty Speeches n the pending question, and, ìf he had not been to which was referred the petition of Stalker and 


incorrectly informed, thirty-three had been made by those op- ; Hill, made an adverse report thereon; which was 
posed to ane passage of the bill, and twonty seven b if advo- :; ordered to be printed. 
cales. e 0] nents of the measure. e remar ad con- : . . 
sumela greal deal more of the time of the committee than its The bill to expose to sale the pablic lands ly IDE 

iends had. It was now, he said, nearly half past 11 o’clock in within the limits of the State of Ohio, was taken up 
the night, and be 'houghh, ured all pel hereon Barbas ‘| and considered as in committee of the whole, and 
Was proper that cade eco ti e ae ' i ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 


on to-morrow, we should, in the House, pursue such i; 
course as would be required by the resolution recently adopted |! 

merce, to which had been referred various memo- 
+ rials on the subject of the official conduct of the 


inrelation to our action on this bill. . z 
He therefore moved “that the committee do rise.”* , i 
. Mr. NAYLOR, who, it ap had risen simultaneously with ; 

Consul uf the United States at the Havana, made 
at some remarka waen order, the motion of Mr. Drom- | 2 Feport thereon, concluding with a reselution that 
0g not being debatable. ; ii the committee be discharged from the further con- 
a Gef goor; when he was called to order from various parts of Mr. D. also, from the same committee, reported 

The question being on the motion that the committee rise, a bill granting extra pay to certain officers of the 
revenue cutters for services in the navy of the 


r} 
i 


pears, 1 
Mr. Dromcoong, here laid claim to the floor, and was proceeding : 

Mr. NAYLOR complained that he had been unjustly deprived ; sideration thereof. 
tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Honmes and RAMSEY ap- 

inted to act as such. 

Wc. NAYLOR again put in his claim to the floor, but as 
members had air commenced passing through the tellers, 
andhw claim disregarded, he became much excited, and shout- 
edar the very top of his voice, “Whigs, do not vote! You are 
slaves!” 

The extreme hizh pitch of voice in which this call was made, 
had the good effect of awaking all the sleepers, Who, from 
exhaustion, had taken refuge oa the sofas. 4 a 

Notwithstanding the injunction of Mr. Naytor, the Whigs 
then voted, and the reult was—ayes 51, noes 26. : 

Bo a majority of those present were in favor of the motion 
that the committee rise. A 

The committee accordingly rose and reported the bill. 

The CHAIR, at the request of several members, reported the 
fact that there was no quorum, but that the motion to rise had | 
been carried by a majority of t present. The House hav- 
ing adopted a resolution discharging the committee from the 
further consideration of the bill, on to-day, the absence of a qno- 
rum was immaterial. 

Mr. RAMSEY moved to adjourn. h 

On that motion the yeas and nays were demanded, and being 
taken, were—yeas 55, noes 43. 

So, a few minutes before twelve, 

The House adjourned. 


*The debate was opened by Mr. Cusnina, a Whig, who oc- 
cupied six hours and thirty minutes in the delivery of his 
speech. The concluding speech was made by Mr. PRorrir, a 


be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
_to which had been referred the bill from the House 
d 
well, reported the same unfavorably, without 
amendment. 

The bill supplemental to an act entitled “an act 
for the discontinuance of the office of Surveyor 
General in the several districts, so soon as the sur- 
veys therein can be completed, for abolishing land 


whole, and ordered to be engrossed fora third read- 
ing. 

"The bill granting a portion of the public lands 
to the Mississippi and Rock river Canal Company 
being taken up as in committee of the whole, was 
discussed at much length by Messrs. YOUNG, AL- 
LEN, BENTON, and CALHOUN, and en motion 
| of Mr. WRIGHT, it was laid on the table. 


compatied the petitition of the executrix of James | 


United States; which was read twice and ordered to `` 


offices under certain circumstances, and for other | 
purposes,” was taken up as in committee of the | 


tains of vessels, and insurers of the State of Lou- ` 
isiana, and the petition of the Chamber of Com- | 
merce of New Orleans, severally praying an amend- | 


The bill to provide for the better execution of 
las in the collec'ion of duties on imports was ta- 
ken up, and the several amendments proposed by 
the Committee on Finance were explained and ad- 
vocated by Mr. WRIGHT. A debate occurred in 
which Messrs. HUNTINGTON, CLAY of Ala. 
BUCHANAN, HUBBARD, WALKER, PRES- 
TON, CLAY of Ky. and CALHOUN participated; 


_ in the course of which the two last named Sena- 


tors expressed their opinion in favor of carrying 
out the priaciples of the compromise act, in the re- 
vision of the tariff at the next session. 

Before any question was taken, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Torsnay, June 30, 1840. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE asked that the House would 


. by general consent agree to take up and dispose of 


tke communication from the Secretary of the Navy, 


’ transmitting the proceedings of the court martial 


., ing the establishment of a mail route; which was 


| on the trial of Lieutenant Hooe. 


If the rules had 
not been suspended for the purpose of adopting the 
preamble and resolutions, calling for this document, 
he would have no objection to let it take its regular 
course with the business on the Spraker’s table; 


| but he deemed it his duty to take early action upon 
it, and hoped the House would consent to dispose 


of the subject now. 

Objection having been made, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to suspend the rules 
for the morning hour, and on that motion aked for 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 


Mr. TRIPLETT hoped the gentleman from 
Virginia would consent to have the reading of the 
document dispensed with, and let it be printed. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE said if the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. TripLert] would vote with him to 
suspend the rules, so as to get the subject before 
the House, he would move to suspend the reading, 
and have it printed, without delay. - 

The question wasthen taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and agreed to by yeas 122 
nays 17. 

The CHAIR announced that the question 
pending when the subject was last up, was 
the motion of Mr. J. Tromrson of Mis- 


sissippi, to refer the whole subject to the Commit- 


tee on the Judiciary, and to have the documents 


` printed; and on which motion the previous qaes- 


for the relief of Elliett Smith and Nathan Barne- | 


tion was moved. 
Mr. CHINN moved that the reading of the do- 
cument be dispensed with, and thatit be referred to 


: a select committee. 


The CHAIR said ıt was not in order for the gen- 
tleman to submit both motions at the same mo- 
ment. 

Mr. CHINN then moved that the further read- 
ing be dispensed with, which was agreed to. 

Mr. BOTTS inquired of the Cram whether it 
would be in order io move to refer the subject to a 
select committee, instead of the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The CHAIR replied that it would; but there 


‘| could be no debate upon that motion, the previous 


question having been called for. 

Mr. BOTTS said, then I make this a question of 
order. Is it competent for a gentleman to make a 
motion to refer a document which was not in the 
possession of the House before it had been read. 

The CHAIR was understood-to say that it was 
in the possession of the House. 


‘Mr. BOTTS then made another point of order— . 
whether it was competent for the gentleman from 
Mississippi to make a motion to refer to the Com-, 
mittee on the Judiciary, and in the same breath to 
move the previous question on that motion. 

The CHAIR said according to the practice of 
the House, it was. 

Mr. BOTTS. Wasit in order for him to make 
such a motion before the paper was read? 


The CHAIR replied that the reading had not 
been called for; but according to the usual prac- 
tice, sufficient of the document had been read to 
enable the House to know what it we and 1t was 
at that stage the motion had been made- 

Mr. BOTTS inquired of the CHAIR whether the 
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motion to lay on the table did not take precedence 
of the motion to refer, and all other motions. 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. BOTTS. Then I move to lay the whole 
subject on the table, and have the documents 
printed. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and nays 
on that motion, which were crdered. 

«Mr. DROMGOOLE called for a division of the 
question so as to take the vote first on the.motion 
to lay on the table; and the question was according- 
1y taken by yeas and nays, and resulted—yeas 60, 


nays 123. 

YEAS—Mesars. John W. Allen, Barnard, Bell, Bond, Botts, 
Briggs, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Cranston, Crock- 
eit, Curtis, Cushing, Edw. Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, Rice Garland, Gentry, Giddings, Goode, Grin- 
nell, W. 8. Hastings, Henry, Hih of Va. Hoffman, Hunt, James, 
Chas. Johnston, William ‘Coat Johnson, Kempshall, Lincoln, 
Marvin, Mason, Morgan, Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Pope, 
Randolph, Rariden, Ridgway, Russell, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Truman Smith, Sanly, proart Taliaferro W. Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, Thomas W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, and C. H. Williams—60. 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Judson Allen, H. J. Anderson, An- 
drews, Atherton, Banke, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Aaron V, Brown, Burke, S. H. Butler, W. O. Butler, Carr, Car- 
roll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Connor, M. A. Cooper, W. R. 
Cooper,Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, J. 
W Davis, Dawson, Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, 
James Garland, Gates, Gerry, Goggin, Graham, Green, Griffin, 
Habersham, Hall, Hammond, Hand, Hawes, Hawkins, Miil of 
North Carolina, Holleman, Hook, Jackson, Jameson, Jenifer, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kille, King, Leet, Leo- 
nard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Miller, Monroe, Montanya, Montgomery, Newhard, 
Nisbet, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pick- 
ens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rayner, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Ed- 
ward Rogers J. Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, A. 
Smith, J. Smith, Thos. Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Trip- 
Jett, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, and Worthington—123, 

So the House refused to lay the whole subject on 
the table. 

The question then recuring on the motion to 
print, it was taken Dy yeas and nays, and decided 
in the affirmative—yeas —, nays 2. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved to refer the subject 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The SPEAKER said the question would be first 
taken on the motion to refer the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The motion for the previous question then re- 
ceived a second, and the main qustion was then 
ordered?” and the question being, “Shall the whole 
subject be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary?” it was agreed to without a count. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the general consent 
of the House to permit him to enter a motion to 
have an ex'ra quantity of the documents in relation 
to Lieutenant Hooe printed for the use of the 
House. 

Mr. GRAVES objected; and the motion was not 
pressed. 

The CHAIR announced that the business spe- 
cially in order was the Independent Treasury bill. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL obtained the floor, and 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. R. GARLAND inquired of the Cuar 
whether the bill was reported from the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

The CHAIR replied that it was not. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said he had given 
notice of his intention to move a substitute for the 
bill, but no opportunity bad been afforded him for 
that purpose. He hoped the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. VanperpoEt] would withdraw the mọ- 
tion to enable him to offer the substituie, and let the 
House take a vote upon it. He did not wish to 
present it to embarrass the action or waste the time 
of the House, but would be willing, if it was admit- 
ted, to have the vote taken without debate. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said a sense of duty would 
not permit him to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HOFFMAN said the bill had not, accord- 
ing to the rules, been reported from the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Union; and he in- 
quired of the Cuar whether the resolution dis- 

charging the commitiee could override the rules. 

Tne CHAIR replied that the resolution was 
adopted by two thirds, and therefore did over- 
ride the rules; a vote of two thirds would susperd 
all the rules. 

The motion for the previous question was then 
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seconded; and the question then being “shall the 
bill bə ordered to be engrossed for a third reading.?” 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and 
nays; which having been ordered, were—yeas 123, 
nays 100. 


YEAS—Mesars. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Edmund Burke, Sampson 
H. Butler, William O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, M. A. Co per, 
Wm. R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Da- 
vis, John W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, 
James Garland, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Hawkins, 
Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, 
Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, J. Johnson, Cave John- 
son, N. Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Lead- 
better, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, 
McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Mont- 
gomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, 

arris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rey- 
nolda, Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Ryall, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearin- 


gen, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, | 


Jacob Thompson, Tutney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. 
Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Jare 
Williams, and John T. H. Worthington—123. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W.Allen, Andrews, 
Baker, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, 
John Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, 
Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Cushing, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Rice 
Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, 
Graves, Green, Grinnell], Habersham, Hall, Wm. 8. Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, James, 
Jenifer, Chas. Johnston, W. Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, 
Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary 
Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, 
Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, W. Tompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Edward 
D. White, John White, 'T. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, J. L. 
Williams, and Christopher H. Wiiliams—100. 


Mr. CHINN said he had voted in the affirma- 
tive under the impression that it was the general 
disposition of his friends to bring the thing i0 a 
close as soon as possible; but since he learned that 
was not the case, he wished to change his voie to 
the negative; which was accordingly done. 

The question now being “shali the bill be read a 
third time?” 

Mr. GRIFFITH of South Carolina called for 
the yeas and nays; which baving been ordered, 
were—yeas 125, nays 105. 


YBAS—Meesrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. But 
ler, William O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Chapman, 
Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William 
R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
J. W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Gal- 
braith, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Hawkins, Hill of 
N. C. Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel! 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemile, Kille, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClettan, McCulloh, 
McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Mont- 
gomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, 
Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, 
David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, and John T. H. Worthington—125. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, J. W. Alien, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, 
John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chinn, 
Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Den- 
nis, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, James Garland, 
Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Gra- 
ham, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Wm. 8. 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, 
James, Jenifer, Chas. Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Kem- 

shall, King, Lincoln, Marvin, Masen, Mitchell, Monroe, 

organ, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, 
Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridg- 
way, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, “Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. 
Wagner, Warren, Edward D. White, John White, Wick, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wiliams, 
and Christopher H. Williams—105. 


So the bill having been ordered to a third reading, 
it was read the third time, and the question being 
“shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. GRAHAM obtained the floor, and spoke, 
without concluding, in opposition toits passage, un- 
til half past two o’clock, at which time the House 
took its usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. . 

Mr.GRAHAM of North Carolina having con- 
cluded his remarks in opposition te the bill, 


W. Williams, Henry | 


Mr. HAWES of Kentucky obtained the fioor, 


and made an argument against it. 

_ Mr. GREEN made a speech in opposition to 
the bill, and in favor of a Bank of the Uuited Staiés 
as the proper regulator of the currency. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL next obtained the floor, 
amidsta host of competitors. He would makea 
single temark, (cries of the “ previous question,”) 
and that remark was that the speech he was about 
to make would be strictly in order—{laughter.) 
gentlemen might depend that the speech would be 
a very brief one, (continued laughter, and crices of 
the “previous question.”) Mr. V. wished to have 
the friends with whom he acted to escape the imputa- 
tion of having bee unreasonable and tyrannical, 
by now closing this debate. e wotld therefore 
advert to an account kept by his vigilant friend to 
the rightof the number of speeches made on each 
side since the bill had been first taken up in com- 
mittee. j It appeared that those gentlemen calling 
themselves Whigs had made thirty-six speeches, 
while the friends of the Administration had made 
but twenty seven speeches. The time consumed 
by the enemies of the bill was ninety-cight hours 
and twenty-four minntes,while its advocates had con- 
sumed but fifty-nine hours and twenty-four minutes, 
Now he had no fault to find with the Opposition for 
the time they had consumed, because they having 
the worst cause, it necessarily required the greater 
number of words, and if he could be persuaded that 
they could add any thing to their arguments, he 
would with pleasure sit and hear them. But it 
was evident to all, that their arguments were 
worn out. He had seen them week alter week 
struggle in this business, still the stone of Sisyphus 
rolled back. He hoped, that in no event would 
the friends of the bill make any further speeches. 
The argument on their side was complete, unan- 
swered, and unanswerable. To attempt to add to 
it would be only “bringing coals to Newcastle.” 
He could not better serve his country or his consti- 
tuents, than to move the previous question, which 
motion he now submitted. i 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved a call of the House, 
which was ordered, and proceeded in till 221 an- 
swered to their names. 

The list of absentees having been called for 
excuses, the following gentlemen were respectively 
excused, viz. Messrs. Anprrson of Kentucky, 
Corwin, Apams, Dara, and BREWSTER; and 

The nameof Mr. Fisuer having been called, 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved that he be ex- 
cused on account of absence with his family. Se 
veral of his colleages stated that he was unavoid- 
ably absent. 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion to excuse; which were ordered. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to suspend all 
further proceedings in the call. 

Mr. GRAVES demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 141, nays 66. 
So all further proceedings were suspended. 

The motion for the previous question then re- 
ceived a second; and the question now being, 
“Shall the main question be now put?” 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and 
nays, which baving been ordered, were—yeas 123, 


nays 99, as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. brown, Burke, Samp- 
son H. Butler, William O. Butler, Carr, Carroll, Casey, 
Chapman Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, 
William R. Coo} er, Craig, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
John W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Gal- 
braith, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Haw- 
kins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, 
Tlopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, 
William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John 
W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lewis, Loweil, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, $. W. Mor- 
ris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikio, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, 
E. Rogers, James Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 


John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Francis. Thom Philip 
F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, 


David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, and Worthingion—123. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Bell, Biddle, Bond, Botta, Briggs, Brockway, Bynum, Cal- 
houn, Jéhn Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, 
Chittenden, Clark, J. Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Cush- 
ing, Davies, Garret Davis, Daweon, Deberry, Dennis, Ed- 
wards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Gar- 
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Gam, & , Gakiieags, Gogsin, Goals, Graha, Grares, 
icon A t Mavecsbar, Hai, Hawes. feat, Hat of 
Vapaa, Hodcean, Han, James Jeniier, Ci ——. 
Keemia i, King, Lincotn, WcCarty, Marvin. aa wil, \ 
Meare, Morgan, Calvary Moca Nara. Netet, R no 
ware, Pawn, Pack Pope, Poi, Randi, Randoiph, Rarden, 
Rainer, Roni, Rade wey, Rusecil, Saionaa 5 Sereant, Simon- 
wr. Slade, Sarte, kuan, Talarertt, Wakty Thempson, TH: 
vane bast, Tuani Tried, Trambull Vesierwout, Peter J. 
Wager, Warren, Edwar: D White, Joba White, Thomas 
wW Wiera L Winawa Juph L Wians, aiw Uhre: 

H. Wiliams- , 

So the maia question having been ordered to be 


pet, and the quesuoa now being “Shali the bill 


drama, bat the end was not yet. Mr. C. then pro- 
ceeded to give his reasons why he considered the 
bill as an unconstitutional measure, as he contended 
|| that it gave the Secretary power to draw on the 
: public money without appropriations by law. He 
: evacluded by observing that he had witnessed the 


hoped the lime was not far distant when the people 
bial pul their feet on the reptile and crash it to 
ust. 


Mr. PICKENS then rose, and in a very animated 
+ manner said he had wished to make a few remarks 


7 
Mr. DROMGOOLE demandei the yeas and ` upoa the bill befure its passage, but he was now 


nays, which baving deen ordered, wete—yeas 124, 


pays 107, as follows: 

1 Gas— Mewes Jutson Allen, Hugh J. Amlerson, Atherton, 

Patty, Beron, Biak, Hlack weil, Boyd, Brewster, 

dame ¥ Mes, Abert G Bown Burke, Sanpeon H Bat ' 
w, Wian O Ratier, Bynum. Cart, Carrol, Chapman, 
Cefa, Cura, Colquat, Connor, Mark A. Couper, Win. R. 
Couper, Urasg, Crary, Crom, Dana, Davee, Joho Daves, Jobn 
Ww pra Dickerson, Doan, Doi, Domgvole, Puncan, Bar, 
Emman, Ey, Fire, Phecher, Floyd, Formance, Galbraith, Ger 
m, Goife, Hammasi, Hami J Hasungs, Hawkins, Hini of 
Nord Uamiina, Iien, Holleman, Holmes, Hoot, Hopkins, 
Hiari Jackson, Jamama, Joseph Johnen, cave Johnson, : 
Nathanwet Joace, John W. Jones Keun, Kemble, Kille, Lemi. 
wes, Leet, Leonant, lewr, Lowell, Luvas NeClellan, 
VC ala, NeKeay, Mallory, Marchand, Nali, Miller, Non- 
mra, Woatgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhan!, Parrish, Pa- 
awoter. Parra, Payater, Peunkin, Pekena, Prentws, Kameey, 
Revaokia, Raett, Biren, Rodwson, E.djward Rogers, James 
Rogers, Ryall, Samoei, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Sah, John 
mrha Tunas sank Starkweather, Second Steung, Bamter, 
Sevanogen, Sweney, Tayhor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Tho- 
woes, Jao Thanpwa, Tumey, Y Vroom, David D. 
Y , Waterson, Weler, Jared W. Wiliams, Henry 
Wima am! Worthungwo— tat. 

WAYS —Meaers, Adaima, Aliord, Joba W. Allen, Andrews, 
Daire, Baresard, Bell, Buidle, Boud, Hour, Boges, Brockway, 
Cibran, Johan Campbeil, Wim. B Campbell, Caner, Casey, 
Chea, Chnttenden, Cla James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, 
Ceca, Cans, eS Garret Davis, Dawson, 
Dwdvcry, Dennis, Dellet, rds Evans, Evereu, Fillmore, 
kamen Garian!, Rice Gartand, Gates, Gentry, Gihinges, 
Gugon, Graham, Grves, Q Grinnell, Haber- 
sam, Hall, Wm. 8. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, John Hil! of 
Vehia, Hoffinan, Huot, James, Jenifer, Charlies Johnston, 
Wi am Cox Johnnon, Kempehall, King, Lincoln, McCarty, 
Marna, Mase, Michell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, 
Nayior, Nisbet, Orie, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pupe, Profit 
Rawal! Randuiph, Rerden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Ruseell, 
Setoasall, Sergeant, Mionwoton, Biade, Truman Sai, Stanly, 


he to speak of this bill as teing forced on the coun- 
try by brutal nambers? That geatleman had de- 


thank God, deliver this Government from the bands 


j, dling the proceeds of honest labor. Yes, said Mr. 
i) P. I bank my God that the hour of our deliverance 
‘is now so near, from a system which has wrung the 
hard earnings from productive industry for the 
benefit of a few irrespoasible corporations. 


Sir, I knew the contest would be fierce and bitter. 
: The bill, in its principles, draws the line between 
the great laboring end landed interests of this con- 
federacy, and those who are identified with capital- 
ists in s'ecks and live upon incorporated credit. The 
latter class have lived and fattened upon the fiscal 
action of this Government, from the Funding Sys- 
tem down to the present day—and now they feel 
like wolves who have been driven back from the 
| warm blood they have been lapping fur forty years. 
Well may the gentleman, (Mr. Cusine,] who re- 
presents those interests, cry out and exciaim that 
it is a bill passed in force by fraud and po wer—it is 
the power and the spirit of a {ree people determined 

| to redeem themselves and their Government. 


Xuan, Tshaserro, Wakly Thompeon, Tillinghast, ‘Toland, | Here the calls to order were again renewed from 
Trpiet, Tramball, Underwoud, Peter J. Warner, Warren, | nearly every member of the Opposition, and great 
ee Jobo Whaa Wet Thomas names | confusion prevailed. 

Lesie Viliame, Joseph L. Williama, and Chrisopher M. Wi- | The SPEAKER with much difficulty sucoeeded in 


mms WK. } 

So the bill was passed. 1! 

The qeestion thea recurring on the adoption of |. 
the tithe; which was ia the following words: “An | 
act to provide for the collection, safekeeping, 
wransfer, and disbursing of the public money.” 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsyivania moved the 
following as a substitute for the above title, 
viz: “A bill to reduce the value of property, the 
products of the farmer, and the wages of the labor- 
er, to destroy the indebted portion of the commu- 
nity, and to place the Treasury of the nation in 
the hands of the President. 

Mr. CUSHING then rose and said he 
proposed to move an amendment to ihe amendment, 
aad on that motion he had a few words to say. The 
ameadment of Mr. C. was then read as follows: 

“An act to ecable the public money to be drawn 
ha the Treasury witbout appropriation made by 

v.” 

Mr. C. then resumed, and said he had moved the 
amendment with a view of making a very limited 
series of remarks pertinent to the subject. He was 
thea proceeding to show why, in his opinion, the 
a of the bill did not agree with its title, 

Mr. PETRIKIN called him to erder. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Mas- 
tachasetis bad a right to amend the title of the Dill, 
if it were pot a proper title. He had, therefore, a 
tight lo examine the contents of the bill, to show 
thal the titie was improper. 

Mr. PETRIKIN still objected. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania would be pleased to reduce his point of 
order to writing. 

Mr. PROFFIT called Mr. Pernixin to order; 
and after some colloquial debate, the objection was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. CUSHING then resumed, and appeared 
Very indignant at the interruption. He wished to 
know if the measure was to be forced on the coun- 
uy without affording an opportunity te say a sin- 
ge word. He said they were al the last act in the 


restoring something like order, and as none of those 
who had so vociferously called Mr. P. to order, 
raised any point, 

Mr. PICKENS proceeded with his remarks, and 
| alluding tothe words of Mr. Cosuina, that “this 
| was the last act of the drama,” said this was the 
}| first, and not the last act of the drama. There 
' were great questions that lay behind this, connected 

with the fiscal action of the Government, and 
| which we will be called on to decide in the next 
few years; they were all connected with one great 
and complicated system. This was the commence- 
ment, and only a branch of the system. 

Here the cries of order from the Opposition were 
renewed, and after the storm had somewhat sub- 
sided, 

Mc. P. said, rather than prodace confusion at that 
late bour of the day, when this great measuse was 
so near a triumphant consummation; and, in spite 
of all the exertions of its enemies, was about to be- 
come the law of the Jand, he would not trespass 
any longer on the attention of the Hoase. But the 
gentleman bad said that because the first section 
had deelared what should constitute the Treasury, 
and that another section had provided for keeping 
portions of the treasary in other places than the 
safes and vaults in the Treasury building of this 
place; that, therefore, it was to be inferred that 
those who were to execate it would draw money 

from the Treasary without appropriations by law, 
and thas to perpetrate a fraud upon the Constitu- 
tion. Mr. P. said, let those who are to execute 
this bill dare to commit this outrage, and use mo- 
ney for purposes not intended in appropriations by 
law, and they would be visited with the indignation 
of an gutraged and wronged people. It would be 
too gross gnd palpable. Such is not the broad 
meaning And intention of the bill. The construc- 
tion given-by the gentleman was a forced and tech- 
nical one, and not natural. It was too strained to 
be seriously entertained by any one for a moment. 
He raised his protest against it. 

Mr. P. regretted the motion admitted of such 
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narrow and confired debate. He would not delay 
the passage of the bill upon so smalia point. He 
congratulated the country that we had approathed 


| the period when the measure was about to be tri- 
' amphantly passed into a permanent law of the 


incubation and hatching of this cockatrice, but he | 


land. Hisa great measure. Considering the late- 
ness of the hour, the confusion in the House, and 
that the gentleman had had the advantage of an 


_ opening speech, he now concluded by demanding 


the previous question. ee 
On this motion the disorder among the Opposition 


. Was renewed with tenfold fury, and some members 


compelled to confine himself in reply to the very | 
extraonlinary language and tone assumed by the , 
geneman irum Massachusetts, What right had . 


made use of some very hard words, accompanied 
by violent gesticulation. 

It was some minutes before any thing approach- 
ing order could be restored. 

The SPEAKER having called on the Sergeant-at- 


+ Arms to clear the aisles, 


fned the bill according to his conception of it; bat | 
he would tell the gentleman, that the bill would, | 


of those who tor so many years had lived by swia- | 
, ceived a second, 


The call of the previous question was seconded, 
and the main question en the amendment to the 
amendment ordered to be put. 

The motion for the previous question having re- 
the main question was or- 
dered. i 

The qnestion was then taken on Mr. Cusuina’s 
amendment tothe amendment, and disagreed to 
without a count. 

The question recurring on the substitute of Mr. 


| Coorer of Pennsylvania for the original ttle of 


| 
| 


; ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, 


! land, Triplet, Teambull, Underwood, 


the biil, 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and 
nays, which having been ordered, were—yeas 87, 
nays 128, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Adame, Alford, J. W. Allen, Andrews, Ba. 
ker, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Bous, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, 
William B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Jas. 
Cooper, Cranston, Crockett Cushing, Davies, Garret Davis; 
Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, Rice 
Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goode, Graham, Graves, 
Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, William 8. Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, Hotfman, James, Jenifer, Charles Johpeton, 
Wm. Cost Johnston, .Kempehall, King, Lincoln, McCarty, 
Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, 
Ogle, Paler, Peck, Po Proffi Randali, Randolph, Rari- 
den, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, 
Truman Bmith, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, To- 
P. J. Wagner, Warren, 
E. D. White, J. White, T. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
J. L. Williams, aie hrigopher N. Williams—87. 

NAYS—Mesers. Judson |Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Ather- 

rewater, 


| Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, nam n H. But 
, Car 


| Jer, William O. Butler, Bynum, Jobn amp 
! Casey, Chapman, Clifford,. Coles, Colquit 


T, Carroll, 
t, Connor, Mark A. 
Crabb, Craig, Crary, Dana, 
Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, 

Ely, Fine, Fletcher 


Cooper, (William R. Cooper, 
Davee, John Davis, John W. 
Droomgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, : 
Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, Gerry, Griffins 
Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, 
Holleman, Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Jo- 
seph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonord, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch cKay, Mallory. 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Bamuel 
W. Morris, Naylor, Mewhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Rameey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, 
Robinson, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, 


| Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, 


Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Swe- 
ney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, D. D. Wagener, Watterson, 
Weller, Wick, Jared W. Willians, Henry Williams, and 
Worthington—128. i 

So the ameadment was rejected, 

The title of the bill, as passed by the Senate was 
adopted. 

Mr. NAYLOR made a motion to reconsider the 
vote, but subsequently withdrew it. 

On motion, the House adjourn. 


IN SENATE, 
Weponespay, July 1, 1840. 

ọ A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. A. Van Buren, his pri- 
vate secretary, in answer to a resolution of the Se- 
nate of the 12th March last, enclosing a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of War, containing 
such information as could be obtained by his De- 
partment in relation to the military preparations of 
the British Government on the Northeastern fron- 
tier: referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered te be printed. 

Mr. RUGGLES submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate, if not 
incompatible with the public interest, the copy of 
the British report of survey, and accompanying 
map, referred to in his message to the Senate of 
the 27th inst. 
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‘accession e 


Mr. BUCHANAN wonld just state to the Sena- 
tor from Maine, that but one copy of that report 
and one copy of that map had been communi- 
cated to the President of the United States. That 
was done as an act of courtesy by the British Go- 
vernment, and the copy of the map and report thus 
received was sent to ihe Committee of Foreign Rela- 


tions of the Senate, with a request that it should be © 


communicated to the Committee of Foreign Af- 
fairs of the other House, and then returned. The 
British Government had not adopted that map, bat 
had informed this Government that they intended 
to lay it befure Parliament. In the present sta'e 
of the case, therefure, Mr. B. thought that it would 
not be proper to call for these documents and lay 
them before the world. 

The resolution was then, in conformity with the 
rules, laid on the table until to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. LUMPKIN, in moving the consideration of 


the resoluuon submitted and urged by him some 
months ago, said: Mr. President, several months 


sideration of the Senate, the expediency of their 
fixing on a definite day tor the termination of the 
present session of Congress, A majority of the Se- 
nate did not sustain my views, they preferred leav- 
ing the question open to their own diseretion. 
The principal objection then urged to my views, 


were the important subjects then pending before | 
Congress, especially the Independent Treasury bill. |, 
States the stock of the Louisville and Portland Ca- 


That bill has now passed the House of Representa- 
tives, and can no longer be urged as an excuse for 
prolonging this’session of Congress. Therefore, | 
now hope to have the support of a majority of the 
Senate, in fixing this morning upon the day and 
hour when this session of Congress shall terminate. 


I shall propose, sir, this day two weeks, Wednesday, - l 


the 15th of July, at 3 o’clock p. m. 
The resolution was then taken up, when 


Mr. NORVELL said he was informed that the 


House of Representatives was at this moment act- 
ing on a resolution fixing on the day for adjourn- 
ing the present session of Congress, and he would 
suggest whether it would not be better to defer act- 
ing on the resolution of the gentleman from Geor- 
gia, till they heard from the House. 


Mr. LUMPKIN said that, upon this subject, ' 


there should be tut one opinion. We have 
been here already too tong for the interest of 
the country. 
I first proposed it, to adjourn-on the 18th 
of May last, I entertain no doubt but we 
should have accomplished, and more fully have 
discharged, all the duties which devolve on the Na- 
tional Legislature, than will have been done by 
this extravagant extension of the session. 
friends around me ask that I will modify my pro- 
position, to meet what is said to be the views of the 
House—that is, to adjourn on the 2lst inst. instead 
of the 15th. Sir, I cannot aggree to this modifica- 
tion; if it be forced upon me, I mast submit to the 
witl of the majority. I shall do so respectfully, but 
reluctantly. If it be now settled that the session of 
Congress will certainly terminate at the end of two 
weeks, we shall accomplish quite as much as we 
will do in three weeks, if that time be allowed, 

If we de'ermine to adjourn on the 15th, we shall 
then go to work earnestly, satisfied that we have no 
time to lose. If we say the Qist, it will tend to 
the belief, with many, that the balance of this week 
may be spentin arrangements for, and celebrating 
the memorable 4th of July. I will not attempt to 
urge arguments to sustain my opinions on this 
subject, but 1 shall adhere to the ground which I 
have taken, and yield only to superior force. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that he was informed that 
the House of Representatives had just this moment 
adopted a resolution fixing on the 2ist of July as 
the day of adjournment. | When that resolution 
came to the Senate, it-would be very proper for the 
gentleman to propose any amendment, changing 
the day, he thought proper; but he hoped that the 
gentleman from Georgia would wait till the reso- 

lution came from the House. 

Mr. BUCHANAN expressed the wish that the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Luspxin] would 
withdraw his proposition. He bad stood by him 
from the first on this subject; but as the House 


i 
[l 
{ 
| 


If the day had been fixed, when | 


My | 


| Lumpxin,] he would move to Jay his proposition 


` andgthe resolution was accordingly laid on the 


but little, and the former having fixed upon a day 
by which they could get through with it, they had 
better take the House at its word. He should very 
reluctantly vote against the proposition of his 
friend from Georgia; but for a difference of six ' 
daysonly he could not oppose the wishes cf the 

House. He thought that they had better take the 


had all the business that was to do, and the Senate | 
| 


| House at its word, and that both Hovses should go 
| regularly and systematically to work in order to 


j 
i 
| 
i 


ago, I not only proposed, but urged upon the con-. : 


get through with the business before them by the » 
Qist. | 
Mr. GRUNDY suggested that it would not be | 
altogether courteous to the other branch of the Le- | 
gislature, nor proper and becoming in this, to pre- | 
scribe to them the way in which they should do : 
their business. The House having all the busi- 


ness before them, and the Senate but very litle, the |. 1 
_ time to have it acted on th's session, if the earliest 


former was the best judge of the time required to 
do it in; and he submitted whether it would be 
proper for the Senate to say that this business must 
be done by the 15th, when the House said that it 
would take till the 21st todo it. Without intend- 
ing any disrespect to his friend from Georgia, [Mr. 


on the table, tilt they could hear trom the House 
of Representatives. 
This motion was agreed to—ayes 21, noes 12; 


table. 
The bill to authorize the purchase by the United 


nal Company, was taken up as in committee of the 
whole, and discussed by Messrs. SMITH of Indi- 
ana, SMITH of Connecticut, CRITTENDEN, 
and BENTON, and was then laid on the table. 
The bill to provide for the more faithful execu- ` 


tion of the laws in relation to the coliection of du- :: 
- Perrrixin’s amendment, fixing on Wednesday, the 


ties on imports, was taken up, the question being 
on the amendment submitted by Mr. HUNTINGTON, | 


which declared any witness incompetent who should | 


have any interest whatever in the cause, similar to 


the interest of the party in whose behalf he might z 
vote. 


be called to testify, which was further debated by 


Messrs. HUNTINGTON, PHELPS, GRUNDY, |. 


WRIGHT, and DAVIS for the amendment, and 


by Messrs. STRANGE, CALAOUN, and PRES. ʻi 


TON against it; when, without taking a question, 
‘The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnespay, July 1, 1840. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON of Maryland, in- 
quired of the Cnarr in relation to the order of busi- 
ness. It was known to gentlemen that the charter 
of the District banks would expire on Friday next; 


he wished the House to take up the Senate bill tor :, 


the extension of their charters. 
The CHAIR replied that, as this involved a 
change in the order ef business, it could be done | 


only by suspending the rules, or by general con- | 


sent. 

After some desultory conversation, the House 
came to an understanding that, after the expiration 
of the morning hour, the Spraxer’s table should 
first be cleared; in consequence of which, Mr. Jonn 
son did not now press his application. i 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. - 

Mr. BANKS asked the consent of the House to | 
submit a resolution, which was read for the infor- . 
mation of the House, as follows, viz: 

Resolved, The Senate concurring herein, that the | 
Sprxer of the House of Representatives and the 
President of the Senate, close the present session of | 
Congress, by adjournment of the two Houses of į 


: Congress over which they preside respectively, on | 


Monday, the 20th of July next, at 7 o’clock. 
Mr. PETRIKIN objected to the introduction of 


the resolution, unless modified so as to adjourn ou 
a 


| the 15th of July. 


Mr. BANKS moved to suspend the rules, and ' 
on that motion demanded the yeas and nays; which ' 
having been.ordered, were—yeas 140, nays 20. 

Tne rules having been suspended for this pur- | 

OS e= = i 


p ! 
Mr. BANKS modified his resolution by chang- i! 


ing the day to Saturday, the 18th, at 7 o’clock. 


Mr. CUSHING objected to Saturday or Mon- p 


of the Sabbath day, and propesed Friday the 17ih 
or Tuesday the lst. He would move Friday the 
17th, at 2 o’clock. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE wan‘ed first to inquire of 
the Chairman of the Committee of Elections how 
soon it was probable they would report on the New 
Jersey case. 

Mr. GRAVES objected to any colloquies with 


, the chairmen of committees. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE did not press his inquiry, 


| but gave notice he should vote for Tuesday, the 


Qist, as the day of adjournment. 

Mr. RIVES (a member of the Committee of 
Elections) stated that it was probable the commit. 
tee would be able to report on the New Jersey case 
on the latter part of the next week. He was ap- 
prehensive that it would not be in the power of 
committee to close that laboricus investigation in 


day proposed was fixed for the adjournment. The 
commitiee was extremely anxious that the question 


' should be settled before the termination of the ses- 
| ston. 


It was with that view that he had voted 
against the motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend the resolution 
by inserting Wednesday, the 15ih, at 6 o’clock, 
and demanded the previous question. 

Mr. BANKS modified his resolution to Tues- 
day, the 21st, at 2o0’clock. 

Mr. CUSHING withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. BRIGGS spoke to order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL (chairmain of the Committee 
of Elections,) naving entered the House, wished to 
make astatement; but leave was refused. 

Toe call for the previous question was seconded 
—ayes 113, noes 22. f 

The previous question was then put and carried. 

And the main question being first put on Mr. 


15th, it was carried, by yeas and nays—yeas 105, 
nays 95. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WATTERSON moved to reconsider this 


Mr: HENRY demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as 
follows—yeas 168, nays 84. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, chairman 
of the Committee of Elections, was understood wo 


i say that it would be impossible for the committee to 
"© report this session, if the 15th was fixed for the 


day of adjournment. 

The question again recurring on the proposition 
for adjourning on Wednesday, the 15th of July, 

Mr. BRIGGS demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion, which, having been ordered, were— 
yeas 88, nays 113. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurred on Mr. Banks’s resolution, 
fixing on Tuesday, the 2lst, at 2 o'clock; which 
was adopted, without a count, and sent to the Se- 
nate for concurrence. ; 

Cn motion of Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON, the 
House proceeded to the orders of the day; which 
orders were first the business on the SPEAKER'S 
table. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the 
lowing communications from the Executive: 
To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Sir: I transmit acommunication from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, suggesting that an appropriation 
of fifty thousand dollars be made by Congress to 
meet claims of navy pensioners, payable on the 
Ist of July next, reimbursable by a transfer of 
stocks, belonging to the fund, at their nominal va- 
lue, to the amount so appropriated; and respectful- 
ly recommend the measure to the consideration and 


fol- 


: action of Congress. 


M. VAN BUREN. 

Wastineton, June 19, 1840. ` 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, referred to the Com- 
miitee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit the enclosed report of the Secretary of 
War, with accompanying documents, furnishing 
all the information the Department has been able 


day, as in either case there was a great desecration | to obtain in relation to any violation of, or desire 
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on the part of Great Britain to annul, the agree- 
ment entered into between that Goverament and 
the United States, in the month of April, 1817, re- 
lative to the naval force to be maintained upon the 
American lakes, called for by a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 9th of. March 
last. M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasnincron City, June 29, 1840. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, referred to 
the Committee on Military. Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit herewith a communication from the 
Secretary of War, accompanied by a report of the 
Commanding General of the army, embracing all 
the information which can be obtained in answer to 
a resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 6th of April, 1840, requesting to be furnished 
with any information in possession of the Execu- 
tive Department, showing the military preparation 
of Great Britain, by introdacing troops into Cana- 
da or New Brunswick, or erecting or repairing 
fortifications on our Northern and Northeastern 
beundary, or by preparing naval armaments on any 


of the great Norihern lakes, and what prepara- | 


tions, if any, have been made by this Government 
to put the. United States, and especially those fron- 
tiers, in a posture of defence against Great Britain 
in case of war. M. VAN BUREN. 
‘Wasnineron, Jone 29, 1840. 
_ . Ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


letter from the Secretary of. the Treasury, trans- 


pung information called for by the House on the 
t 


h of February last, in relation to the trade.of the | 


United States with Chiwa, from the years 1821 to 
1839. On motion of Mr. EVERETT, referred to 
the:-Committee on Foreign Affairs. — 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting informatien called for by the House on the 
25th of May, upon the subject of chropameters, 


aad the expenses of officers employed in their trans- | 


portation; which was referred to the Commitiee on 
Naval Affairs. 


A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, | 
transmitting the annual statements of the com- ; 


merce and navigation of the United States. for the 


year ending Sept. 30, 1839; which letter and state- | 
ments were ordered to lie on the table, and be © 


printed. 
Mr. CURTIS moved that 5,000 extra copies, 


and Mr. ADAMS moved that 10,000 extra copies | 


be published. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND preferred 
In the interior of the country few copies were read. 
It would cost $5,000 a. least to print 10,000. The 
Senate had already ordered 5,090. 

Messrs. RAMSEY and CAVE JOHNSON ob- 
jected to the motion; Messrs. ADAMS, CURTIS, 
and REED were in favor of printing the largest 
niinber. 

Mr. CURTIS moved to suspend the rules to 
consider the motion, and moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded, put, and carried. And 
the main question being va tbe motion to print 

` 10,000 extra copies, it was carried. 

Sundry Senate bills were twice read and re- 
ferred, i 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
letter from the Commissioner on Pablic Bnild- 

ings, communicating information called for on the 
——-—— in relation to the superintendents and work- 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BANKS. 

The following bill from the Senate} e ending the 
charters of the banks in the District fof Columbia, 
coming up in order, viz: i 

Be it enacted by the Senate and fuse of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Amefjca in Congress 
assembled, That the charters of tié Farmers and 
Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, the Bank of the 
Metropolis, Patriotic Bank of Washington, and 
Bank of Washington, in the city of Washiogton, 
and the Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria, and Bank 
of Potomac, in the town of Alexandria, be, and the 
, same are hereby, extended to the 4th day of July, 
' 1842, unless Congress shall, in the mean time, 

otherwise order and direct, upon condition that 

neither of said banks shall issue and pay out the 
i notes of any other bank, banker, or banking insti- 
i tution or corporation, which is in a staic of suspen- 
' gion or non-payment of its liabilities in specie; and 
upor the further condition that the said banks, nor 


+. either of them, shall take a stay of execution on 
'; any judgment recovered against them in any case 


5,000 copies. - 


whatever, nor appeal from such judgment, nor 
take a certiorari thereon, except on an affidavit of 
merit, ; 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON went into a speech 
in support of the bill, in which, though he ad- 
mitted the bill not to be such, in all respects, as he 
could have desired, he urged the shortness of time 
now left, as the charters of the banks would expire 
on Friday next, and the ruin to the people of the 
District which must ensue if the banks should be 
suddenly destroyed. 

Several questions were then put to him b 
, Messrs. CAVE JOHNSON and VANDERPOEL, 
| when er 
' Mr. ADAMS, supposing Mr. Jomnson to have 
' concluded, began to speak. - 
| . Mr. JOHNSON yielded, and 
i . Mr. ADAMS made a speéch in favor of the bill, 
| especially on the ground that it was from one of 
i! these banks that members of Congress must get 
their pay. 

' Mr. PETRIKIN followed in some remarks in 
“© opposition to the passage of the bill. He was ep- 
| posed to all exclusive privileges. He pointed out 
‘| the manner in which these banks had set at defiance 
|' the laws; and showed that, by the exclusive privi- 
ii leges given to these institutions, and from the man- 
ner in which they fleece the laboring community, 
one of the presidents 1s enabled to ride in his car- 
ii riage and four, with liveried servants, etc. He 
concluded by moving the following amendment to 
the biil: 
| Provided, also, That the president and directors 
of each of said banks- shall be jointly and severally, 
| in their individual capacity, liable for all notes 
|! issued or debts contracted by said banks respec- 
lively, from and after the day this. act goes into ef- 
| fect, to be recovered as other debts of like amount 
may at the time be by law recoverable; And be it 
further provided, That the said banks shall not make 
apy division of profits, or declare any dividends, 
duriirg the time said banks shall refuse to pay all 


«men employed on the public buildings: on motion | 


of Mr. PETRIKIN, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Expenditures on the -Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to report from a select 
committee on a themorial-of the American Philoso- 
phicaf‘Sociéty, requesting the aid of Government in 
carrying on a series of geological observations. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia objected. 


their liabilities in specie on demand; and the Presi- 
dent and directors of any of said banks who shall 
make any such division of profits, or declare any 
such dividend, or consent t? or vote for the same, 
shall be liable to pay double the amount of the sum 
so divided or declared, to be recovered of them in 
their individual capacity, by any person suing for 
the same as debts of like amoun: are recoverable, 
one half of said forfeiture to go to the person suing, 
and the other haif to the corporation where said 
bank is located. ; 

Be it further enacted, etc. That justices of the peace 
within the District of Columbia shall have jurisdic- 
tion in all actions of debt against any of the banks 
whose cliarters are hereby extended, for sums not 
exceeding $100, and no appeal, certioraré, or injunc- 
tion Sball’be allowed, granted, issned or directed, 
by any court within said District, unless an affida- 
vit be first made’and placed in said court by the 
i| president örone or more of the directors of the bank 
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so sued, that such appeal, certiorari, or injunction 
is not asked for the purpose of delay, but because 
he or they believe there is a just defence on the me- 
rits, and that injustice is likely tv be done if said 
appeal, certiorari, or injunction should not be 
granted. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said: It was not necessa- 
ry to the purpose he had in view, in the few re- 
marks he intended to submit, to class: fy the House 
by denominating one portion of it bank men, and 
another party enemies of the banks. Nor was it 
his purpose to cast imputations upon gentlemen 
because they happened tu be connected with banks. 
it was his pleasure to know some of the gentirmen 
who were connected with the institutions in ques- 
tion, and it was but just to them to say, that they 
were gentlemen for whom he entertained very high 
respect. Still, he felt it his duty to say, that the b tl 
under consideration, consid: ring the s:tuation in 
which alt the banks of this District now exhibited 
themselves, wasa very extraordinary one. They 
were in a state of suspension—of open delinquency 
—of open violation of the law that created them; 
and while in this condition, they came and asked 
for an ungualified extension or renewal of their 
charters. It could not be, that after our doings of 
yesterday, we were prepared to vote for this bill, 
without any amendment to drive the banks 
back to their duty. What a spectacle would 
we exhibit to the nation by so doing. It was our in- 
cambent duty to seta better example to the Siates. 
The facility with which the banks of the several 
States now-a-days suspended specie payments was, 
irdeed, a reproach to our country. An honorable 
merchant, during a pecuniary or commercial re- 
vulsion, would often times sacrifice hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to maintain his credit and in- 
tegrity; but, according to the ethics of banks, they 
suspended specie payments wh: never it became a 
liulé inconvenient to mainta‘n them. Indeed, 
they seemed to stispend some imes for pretty much 
the same reason that Betty assigned for shinniog her 
eels, “because they liked it.” It was high time that we 
at least should set our face against the facility with 
which the banks assumed this unjust—this demo- 
ralizing position. That portion of the House that 
was now coming out fof the recharter of these 
suspended banks, had always toid us that it was 
the duty of Congress to regulate Uie currency of 
the country—that the friends of tre Administration 
were subject to the reproach of permitting an im- 
portant pewer, conferred upon us by the Constitu- 
tion, to Jie dormant. And was this a specimen of 
the manner in which they would put this alleged 
power into execution? Was this the mode in 
which they would “regulate the currency”—re- 
charter a batch of banks, that are daily in the cpèn 
violation of law and dut}? They could not pay 
their debts, or redeem their bills; but what could 
they do—what had they done under our very eyes? 
Why, make dividends of profits while in a state of, 
suspehsiun—yjes, profits made ata time whea the 
poor market woman, with one of their notes, was 
liable to be shaved to the tune of from five to ten 
percent.! Were we prepared to legalize such 
doings; by voting for an unqualified renewal of 
these charters; one that would involve no rebuke 
for, but would rather sanction, their past and pre- 
sent demerits? If we passed this bill, what a beau- 
tuful commentary would it be upon our doings of 
yesterday—a day signalized by the passage of that 
great measure of reform. He would never con- 
sent to vote for the bill, unless a provisiun was in- 
serted that the banks should resume specie pay- 
ment within thirty, or, at farthest, sixty days. As 
matter of example and principie, this bill extended 
in its operation beyond the ten miles square. It 
was commensarate with the Union. By passing it 
in its present state, we would prociaim to the 
world, to the institutions ef the States, the immoral 
sentiment that a state of ead sane is A a state 
of palpable and most reprehensible delinquency, 

Ear ri A poded to h:m in ab argumen- 
tative speech, urg.ng the example of the surrognd- 
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States, in renewing the charters of the tanks 
while under suspension. He spoke wilh warmth 
o` the abuse which had been heaped upon the gen- 
tlemen who conducted these banks. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER of Georgia explained some 
remark he had thrown in while Mr. Brices was 
speaking, and then opposed the bill on constitu- 
tional grounds, but concluded by moving to amend 
the amendment of Mr. Preraixin by adding thereto 
the following: 

Provided, That the said banks shall not issue 
notes under ten dollars; that from and after the 
first January next they shall not issue notes of a 
denomination less than twenty dollars; and after 
the Ist January, 1842, they shall not issue notes of 
eless denomination than fifty uellars. Provided, 
als, That their notes all times shall be redeemable 
by specie, or, on failure thereof, their charters shall 
de forfeited. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That in case the 
said banks, or either of them, shall refuse or fail to 


pay their notes in specie on demand of any person, | 


such person shall and may have remedy by judg- 
ment and execution at law, ata notice of ten days 
before any justice of the peace of said District. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON made a speech of much 
warmth and animation in defence of the bill, and 
in reply 

Mr. VANDERPOEL sent to the Clerk’s desk an 
amendment he wished to offer, and which was read 
for information, as follows: 

Provided, further, That said banks shall resume 
and continue to pay specie for all their liabilities 
within 60 days after the passage of this act; and on 
failore thereof, all the rights and privileges accru- 
ing from the foregoing act shall be nuli and void 
and of no effect. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
amendment was not then in order. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland resomed his re- 
marks in favor of the bill; showed the cendition of 
the banks, maintaining that they were prepared to 
resame whenever the banks in Virginia and Mary- 
land should resame; and if they were compelled 
to resume before that time, it would be virtually to 
suspend their charters; which would prove disas- 
trous in the extreme to the District; he ceucladed 
by moving the previous question. 

Oa an earnest appeal from Mr. STEENROD, 
however, he withdrew the demand. 

Mr. H OLMES of South Carolina then delivered 
an animated appeal against the ruinons conse- 
quences which mast instantly follow to this Dis- 
trict, should the bill be rejected. He avowed him- 
self the friend of credit, and said be had voted for 
the Indep endent Treasury bill not to destroy, but 
to give it stability. 

Mr. RYALL of New Jersey made a short speech 


to the objections which had been advanced. ` 


in woe decided opposition to the bill; but if it mast. 


, hte was for Mr. Peraixin’s amendment. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD spoke for ihe bill, urging 
the distress which must ensue should it fail. 
Mr. U. in the close, moved the previous question. 


Mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the motion on | 


the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD withdrew the call for the 
previons question, en condition that Mr. Wevure 
of Ohio, who obtained the floor, should renew it. 

Mr. WELLER spoke for some time with great 
animation in opposition to the bill, and had not 
concluded when the House took recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 

On leave given, Mr. BANKS of Virginia pre- 
sented the petition of John Baggot, an invalid pen- 
sioner; and Messrs. JOHNSTON of New York, 
CHAPMAN of Iowa, and BOYD, presented me- 
morials; which were appropriately referred. 

On leave given, Mr. JONES of Virginia, from 
the Cummittee of Ways and Means, reported back, 
with amendments, the Senate bill more effectually 
to secure the public money in the bands of the ofii- 
cers and agents of the Government, and to panish 

ablic defaalters; which said bill, on motion of 

r. J. was referred to the Committee of the Whole 

on the state of the Union, and, together wiih the 
amendments, was ordered to be printed. 
DISTRICT BANKS. 
The House resumed the consideration of the bill 
from the Senate extending the charters of the Dis- 


trict banks, under certain restrict'ons, for the term 
of two years. 

The question being on the amendment to the 
amendment, : 

Mr. WELLER continued his remarks in oppo- 
sition to the bill, (giving way to explanations from 
Messrs. ANDREWS, J. DAVIS of Pennsylvania, 
and JOHNSON of Maryland,) and concluded at 
ten minutes past five, by calling on all those 
friends of the Administration who were sincere 
and orthodex in their political sentiments on the 
subject of the bauking system, to rally now and 


| vote against the bill. 


And Mr. W. in redemption of his pledge to Mr. 


| UnpERwocp, renewed the demand for the previous 


question. 

Mr. JENIFER, and a number of other gentle- 
men appealed to Mr. WELLER and Mr. UNDER- 
wocp to withdraw the demand. A momentary 
scene of excitement followed, which resulted in the 
release of Mr. WELLER from the pledge imposed 
on him by Mr. Unperwoop, and in the withdrawal 
of the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. JENIFER then addressed the House in an 
energetic appeal to the sense cf justice of the 
House towards the disfranchised people of this Dis- 
trict; and deprecating the attempt to make this a 
question of party, and adverting to the deplorable 


results which must immediately follow unless this | 
. or some similar bill should be passed. 


He was followed by Mr. SALTONSTALL in 
some remarks illustrative of the injustice which 
would be done to the people of the District by the 
adoption of the amendment, aad by the refusal of 


Cougress, the Iccal Legislature of this District, to | 


ass the bill. . 

Mr. STEENROD obtained the floor, and amongst 
other things, went at some length into an examina- 
tion of the moral and politival evils of the banking 
institutions of the United States, and of the swin- 
dling propensit.es by which (he said) they were cha- 
ractenzed. we 

Mr. HABERSHAM 
question. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND moved a call of the 
House; which was not ordered. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the bill on 
the table. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and, being taken, were—yeas 87, 
najs 104, as follows: 

YEaS—Mesara. IT. J. Andreson,Atherton, Banks, Black, Black- 
well, Boyd, A. V. Brown, Bynum, Carr, Qarroll, Casey, Clifford, 
Coles, Connor,M. A. Cooper, W. R. Cooper,Crary, Davee.Doan, 
Dromgoole, Bari, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Galbraith, Gerry, 
Hammond, Hand, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, Hubbard, Jackson, 
Jameson, Joseph Johhson Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadhetter Lewis, 
Locas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Parish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Peirikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Rives. Robinson, James Rogers, Ryall, Samue!s, Shaw, 
Albert Smith, Johna Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark weather, 
Steenrod, Sirong, Sumpter, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob 


then moved the ptevious 


Thompson, Turney, Vroom, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wil- ,- 
liams, ilenry Williams, and Worthington—87. 
NAYS—Messrs, Adame, Judson Afien, John W. Allen, 


Landaff W. Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Beatty, Beirne, Botts, 
Briggs, Brockway, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Butler, 
Calhoun, Carter, Chapman, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James 
Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Cranston, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, 
Davies, John Davis, G. Davis. Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, 
Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fisher, James Garland, Rice Gar- 
land, Gates, Goggin, Graham. Graves, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, 
Habersham, William S. Hfaatings, John Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry, John Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Hunt, James, J enifer, Chatles Johnston, William Cost Johnson, 
Kempshall, King, Leet, Leonard, Lincole, McCarty, Mallory, 
Marvin, Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Morgxn, Moris, Naylor, 
Newhard, Ogle, Osborne, Palan, Peck, Pope, Proifit, Rrandall, 
Randolph, Raridan, Reed, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Rus- 
seli, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepard, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaserro. Francis Thomas, Waddy 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 
wood, Vanderpoei, Wagner, Warren, Watterson, John White, 
Thomas W. Williams. Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wiliams, 
and Christopher H. Williams—104. 


So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 

The question recurring on the motion for the pre- 
vious question, it received a second; and the main 
question was ordered. 

Tne amendments were then read; and the ques- 
tion being first on the amendment of the gentleman 
from Georgia, (Mr. Coopgr,) 

Mr. CUNNOR. called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. i 

Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, called for a divi- 
sion of the question, so as to take the question first 


on that branch which forbids the issue of notes of 
a denomination less than ten dollars. 

The CHAIR said that the quesiion would be so 
divided. 

The question being on the adoption of this branch 
of the amendment, viz: “Provided said banks shall 
not issue notes under ten dollars,” it was taleen by 
yeas and nays, and resulted in the affirmative—yeas 
110, nays 94, as follows: ; 

YEAS—Mesars. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown 
Wm. O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clif. 
ford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Craig, 
Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, J, W. Davis, Doan, Drom. 
goole, Earl, tman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Galbraith, Ger- 
ry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, J. Hastings. Hawkins, Hill of 
North Garolina, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mar- 
| chand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Monigomery, Samuel W. 

Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris. Paynter, 

Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Robineon, 
Edward Rogers, James bogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, She- 
pard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkwea- 
ther, Steenrod, Strong, Sumpter, Taylor, Francis Thomas, 
Philip F. Thomas. Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel 
Vroom, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick. ared 
W. Williama, Henry Williams, and Worthington—)10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Barnard, 
Beli, Biddie, Botts, Briggs, brockway, Ca,houn, Carter, Chinn, 
Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Del- 
let, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Janes arland, Rice 
Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Graham, Graves, 
Green, Grinnell, Habersham, William S. Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Chas. 
Johaston, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lincoln, 
McCarty, Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Peck, Pope, Ran all, 
Randoiph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Salton- 
stall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, 
! Swearingen, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 

Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, 
Edward D. White, John White, Thomas w. illiams, Lewis 
Williams, Joseph L. Wittiams, and Christopher H. Wiiliams 


—%, 
Mr. WELLER moved that the House adjourn. 


Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and 
nays; which having been ordered, 

Mr. WELLER, at the solicitation of several, 
withdrew the motion. 
_ Mr. ANDREWS moved that the House ad- 


ourn. 

: Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and 
days; which were ordered, and were-——yeas 70, nays 

13. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of. 
the second branch of the amendment, declaring that — 
the banks “shall not, from and afier the first of 
January next, issue notes of a less denomisation 
than weaty dollars,” it was taken and determined 
in the negative, by yeas 83, nays 99, as follows: 

_ YEaS—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Black, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 
Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, Win. R. Couper, Dana, Davee, Doan, Dromgovle, Dun- 


can, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Hammond, Hawkins, 
Hil! of North Carolina, Hook, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph 


Johnson, Cave Johnson, Naihaniet Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, 
McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Marchand. Medill, Miller, Mon. 
tanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, 
` Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Ramecy, Reynolds, Ro- 
: binson, E.}ward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, Thomas 
_ Bmith, Starkweather, teenrod, Strong, Sumter, Taylor, Fran- 
! cis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Turney, Vroom, ‘Watterson, 
Weller, Wick, J. W. Williams, and Henry Williame—83. 
NAYS—Mesers. Adama, John W. Allen, Andrews, Barnard, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Sampson H. 
Butler, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, 
James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Custis, Edward Da- 
vies, Joho Davia, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Del- 
let, Ẹari, Edwards, Evans, Everett, James Garland, Rice Gar- 
land, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, Green. 
Grinnell, Habersham, William S. Hastings, John Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry, Holmes, Hoffman, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, W. 
C. Johnson, Kempshall, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mon- 
roe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, 
Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridg- 
way, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepard, Simonton, Tru 
man Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 
wood, David D. Wagener, Warren, Edward D White, John 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, €C. H. Williams, and Worthington—99. 
So this branch of the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. PARRIS moved that the House adjourn. 
Mr. RAMSAY demanded the yeas and niys; 
which were not ordered. ' 


| The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, __ . 

Tuourspay,.July 2, 1840. | ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT informed “the Senate 

that after to-day he would be absent daring the ro- 
| mainder of the session. : 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The VICE PRESIDENT also sabmitied a mes- I| each other, for making observations of terrestrial 


sage from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a statement of the transfers of appropria- 
tions for the naval service, during the past year; 
which was ordered to be priated. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
Ana W. Angos, and the memorial of John Lang, 
asked to be discharged from the further coasidera- 
tioa thereof; whuch was agreed to. 

Mr. W. in perseance of previous notice, asked 
aad obtained leave to introduce a bill to amen! an 
aci to regulate the pay of the nary of the United 
Sates; which was read, and ordered to a second 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Oa m toa by Mr. TAPPAN, the joint resolu- 
tom from the House, fixing Tuesday the 2ist inst. 
at 2 otlock, p. m. as the time for the adjoarnment of 

was taken up, considered, and agreed to. 
ADMISSION OF FLORIDA. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Seleet Committee to 
which had been referred various memorials on 
the subject, reported 

A bal for the admission of Florida into the 
Usaian oa certain conditions. 

(The bill providest hat the Siate shall embrace 
the territories of East and West Fiorida, as de- 
seribed im the Constitution adopted by the people of 
Fionda, Jaauary 11, 1839 } 

Also, a bill providing for the division of Flori- 
da, aad the admission of the States of East anp 
Wem Florida. 


! 


i magvelism and meteorology, conformably to the 
; invitation from the Royal Society of Great Britain 


‘ to the American Philosophical Society at Philadel- 


[This bill provides that, after the admission of — 


Florida, the Legislature may pass a law dividing 
the State into two States to be demgnated East and 
West Fiorida—the dividing line to be the Suwan- 
nee river, without fanher proceedings of Congress, 
bet pot enti! n is ascertained that the population east 
as well as west of the Suwannee shall exceed 
thirty thousand. } 

The bil's were respectively read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

The bill regulating the pay of porsers in the 
Bavy was tahen vp, as in committee of the whole 
aad after be discussed by Mesers. WIL- 
LIA MS, SOUTHARD, CALHOUN, HUBBARD, 
KING, and PIERCE, was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The bill to provide for the more faithfal execu- 
tion of the laws ia relation to the collection cf du- 
ties om imports, was taken up, the question being 
on the amendment submitted by Mr. Huntinron, 
which declared acy witness incompetent who shou'd 
have any interest whatever in the cause, similer to 
the interest of the party in whose behalf he might 
te calied to testity, and after a debate, in which 
Messrs. HUNTINGTON, WRIGHT, HUB- 
BARD, CALHOUN, STRANGE, and PHELPS 
participated, it was laid on the tadle. 

The Senate then went into Execative session, 

And thes a tjowrned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuvrspay, Joly 2, 1840. 
Oa motion of Mr. JOHN DAVIS of Pennsylva- 


nia, the journal of Toescay was so amended as to © 


allow his vote (which had been accidentally omit- 
ted in a certain case) io be inserted thereon. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the select committee to whom 
bad been referred the memoria! of the American 
Ph:losophical Society, requesting the aid of Govern- 
went in carrying on a series cf odservations, asked 
leave io make a report. 

Mr. A. explained that the reason why he wasde- 
siroes to male the report at this time was, that the 
teport coaciaded with a resolution making ao ap- 
propriation to carry out the object, which it wa, 
Propored to make in the shape of an amendment to 
the army bill 


phia, and other learned societies in the United 
States; and that the said sum should be placed un- 


der the direction and at the disposal of the Secretary 


of the Navy, for the fulfilment of those purposes, |, 


be to accouat for the expenditures thus authorized : 


to the Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. A. having explained that he did not intend 
to press the question on the resolution at this time, 
bat wished simply that the report should be laid on 
the table and printed— 

Mr. PETRIKIN withdrew his objection. 


And the report and resolution were laid on the `: 


table, and or- ered to be printed. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour 
was declared by the Cuaig (which was occupied 
daring the whole morning by Mr. Briaas, of Mas- 
sachusetts) to be the following resolution heretofore 
reported by Mr. Brit, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs: 

“Resolved, That so mach of the resolution of this 
Hoase of the 7th of March last as dsc!ared the ex- 
pediency of suspending the farther execution of the 
first and second clauses of the fourth article of the 
treaty made with tte Winnebago Indians in 1837, 
be rescinded.” ` 

Mr. CRARY was entitled to the floor, bat, not 
being at the time in his seat, 

Mr. BELL said he knew, from the last con- 
versation that he had held with the geatleman from 
Michigan, [Mr. Crary,] that he had now no objec- 
tion to the resoluticn. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said that if the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. Crary] did not object to the resolu- 
tion, be (Mr. P.) dic. 

Mr. P. then proceeded to oppose the resolation, 
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tion heretofore manitested by those having charge 
of the business to hasten the payment of these 
drafis. The Opposition party charged fraud and 
corruption against the first board of commis- 
Stoners, and have not yet substantiated these 
charges. I wish to afford the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. BELL] and his friends time to make 
good their allegations if they can. The proceedings 
of the new board are also asserted to be unjust and 
oppressive. It is said that there have been favor- 
ites in the division of the spoils under the Winne- 
bago treaty; that out of $150,000 provided to pay 
the debts of this nation, certain preference creditors 
obtained $130,000! and those who believe them- 
selves entitied to more than one-half of the whole 
sum, were only awarded $20,000. The preierred 
or favorite creditors are anxious for immediate pay- 
ment, and talk about delay, hardship, &c. Those 
who believe they have suffered wrong, (although 
they are pcor and want their Money) claim a new 
investigation. 

Now, as the Opposition have charged fraud and 
cerruption and attempted to fix it on the Admi- 
nistration and its officers, I wish the road to inves- 
tigation to be Kept open, and not to be temporarily 
closed for the parpose of benefiting some of the 
opponents of the Administration, connected wiih 
the American Fur Company. If fraud has been 
practised by the officers of the Government, I 
shall be the last to shield them, and am an zious for 


' a full, free, and uninterrupted examination of the 


on the groun:! that he disapproved this mode of . 


making reports by detachments. The resolation, 
be said, ought not to be adepted until the commit- 
tee had made the whole report. 


Mr. BELL concurred, he said, in the opinion of | 
the gent!eman, as a general propesition, that re- ` 


ports ought to be made in full. The only ground 
on which a majority of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs had recommended the passage of this reso- 
lution before the whole report was made on ac- 
count of the saffering of individuals who held these 
drafts—many of them innocently—and whose cre- 
dit might be destroyed, and whose property might 


be injure], if such a resolution were not passed. | 


The committee did certainly expect to make a re- | 
port in fall on the other branches of inquiry sub- | 


mitted to them; bat he feared the preparation of 
that report would take almost to the last hour of 
the session. The committee were indeed aware 
thal some injustice might be done to individuals by 
the adoption of the resolution; but they were also of 
opinion that far greater injustice would be done if 
a different course were pursued. He trusted that 
the House would see the propriety of adopting the 
resolntion. 


Mr. RAMSEY called for the reading of the re- — 


` solution, which haviag been read, 
Mr. RAMSEY said the first board of Commis- 
: sioners closed its sessions, and the drafts which | 


are now asked to be paid, were issued in October, | 


' set aside by the Secretary of War, were brought 
' before the House of Representatives by a resolu- 


Peis PETRIKIN objeeted to any amendment of i 
ind. 
Mr. ADAMS said he most then move a suspen- 


sion of ibe roies, and he asked the reading of the 
resolution with which the report conciuded. It was 
read, as follows: 
Reseleed, That the sum of twenty thousand dol- 
on ought to be appropria‘ed for the establishment 
five several stations, at suitable distances from 


tion passed Februarv 19, 1839, as appears by do- 
cument No. 229. On the firstof March, 1839, on 
the allegation of frauds having been committed 
by partisans of the Administration, the whole sub- 
ject was referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, but it being only two days before the close 
of the session, it was not acted on. Notwitn- 
standing, the Secretary of War appointed a new 
commissioner (Mr. Fieming of New York) to ex- 


` amine and adjudicate apcn these claims de novo. 


_ 1838. The proceedings of that board, after being | 


This commissioner closed his business at Prairie - 


dua Chien on the 12th day of last October, but did 
not report his proceedings, as appears, to the War 


` Department, until the latter part of February. , 
` Since that time the Committee on Indian Af- 
: fairs have had the subject under consideration. 


ot 
i. 


There does not appear to have been any disposi- 


whole affair. I therefore move that the resolution 
be laid upon the table. 

Mr. BELL asked the yeas and nays on that mo- 
lion, which was ordered. 

The reading of the two clauses of the treaty re- 
ferred to in the resolution having been called for, 
and the same having been read— 

Mr. BELL wished, he said, to state a single 
fact. He was unierstood to say that this proceed- 
ing had been authorized by the War Department, 
the appropriate constitutional authority for execut- 


; ing the treaty. 


And the questivn was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 88, nays 82. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. BELL inquired of the Caa whether a 
majority or a two-thirds vote would be required, at 
any time hereafter, to take the resolution up? ; 

The CHAIR was understood to express the 
opinion that a vote of two-thirds would be requi- 
site. , 

Mr. PROFFIT asked that the House would (by 
unanimous consent) take up the Senate bill on 


! the Spgaxegr’s table, in relation to a tract of land 
' in the State of Indiana, not located, and which. 
' layin the district of his absent colleague, (Mr. 
: Howarp.] 


Mr. W. THOMPSON said he would not make 
any objection, but he wished the gentleman would 
defer the motion for the present, as he (Mr. T.) was 
desirous to make a number of reports from the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he would let the matter lie 
over for the present. 


Mr. WADDY THOMPSON, jr. from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, reported a bill making 
an appropriation for paying the claims of the mili- 
ta of Vermont, called out by the Governor of that 
State, to preventan unlawful incursion into Cana- 
da; which was read twice, and committed to the 


i Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. 

Mr. T. also, from the same committee, reported 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate bill 
entitled “An act for the organization of a company 
of sappers, miners, and pontoniers; which was re- 
fer ed to the Committee of the Whole en the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. T. also reported back to the House, from the 
same committee, with an amendment, Senate bill 
entitled “An act for the relief of the corporate au- 
thorities of the city of Mobile; which was com-. 
miited to the Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 

. T. also reported back to the House, from the 
same committee, without amendment, Senate bill 
entitled ‘sAn act to regulate enlistments into the 
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rod, Strong, Sumter, Taylor, Jacab Thompson, Turney, Wat- 


The CHAIR replied that it was not, the previous 


‘and navy;” which was referred to the Com- 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Qu motion of Mr. GOGGIN, the C. mmittee on 
Miltary Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of William Gover, 
gud the petition of the inhabitants of Virginia, in 
relation: to the’ employment of laborers at Fort 
Montoe; and that said petitions do lie on the table. 

Mr: ANDERSON of Maine, from the Commit- 
teeon Naval Affairs, reported back to the House, 
with amendments, Senate bill entitled “An act to 
matte new provisions respecting navy Pensions; 
etek was committed to the Committee of the 
Wiete or the state of the Union. 

Mr. A. also, from the same committee, made a 

fn the case of Lieut. Thos. O. Seltudge; 
whieh was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. A. also reported, from the same committee, 
a bill fixing the pay of officers of the revenue cut- 
ter setvice while co-operating with the naval ser- 
vice of the United States; which was read twice, 
ana referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. A. aleo, from the same committee, reported 
daek, without amendment, the bill for the rehef of 
Robert Ramsay: referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

On motion of Mr. RAMSEY, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be discharged from the petition of Commodore 
James Barron upon the subject of a prow ship; 
also from the petition of naval sargeons; and that 
the said petiticns do lie on the table. ‘ 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, to which was referred the message of 
the President of the United States of the 9ih of 
Mareh tast, on the subject of tonnage duties on 

nish vessels in the ports of the United States, 
reported a bill concerning the tonnage duties on 
Spanish vessels; which was twice read, and com- 
mitted to the Committee on the state of the Union. 

Mr. C. also, from the same comumitiee, Teported 
a bill for the relief of William D. Jones; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. C. alo, from the same committee, made 
two reports on the memorial of Alphonzo F. A. 
Blake, representative of Wm. Carmichael, former- 
ly Charge Affaires of the United States in Spain; 
which were committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

_ Mr. PICKENS submitted to the House a trans- 
Jation of a note from the Minister, of Spain to the 
Secretary of State, in relation to the affair of the 
Spanish schooner L’Amistad: laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The! morniog hour having expired, . 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the Hcuse 

roceed to the orders of the day. 

Mr. PICKENS requested Mr. Jones to suspend 
the motion, to enable him to report back the joint 
resabeien: from the Senate, in relation to the dis- 


$ 


| 


' jected. 


position of the presen's from the Imaum of Muscat 


tothe Biesident.oi the Uaired States. 
Me: P. accompanied his request with a remark 
or two, of which the Reporter could hear nothing. 

- Mr. JONES said, that as the resolution would 
come ap in the morning hour of to-morrow, he 
mast decline to waive his motion. . 
Pa the House then passed to the orders of the 

Je. 
DISTRICT BANKS. 

. The House resumd the consideration of the 
bill: to ‘extend for the term of two years the char- 
ters of the several banks in tae District of Co- 
lambia. ; 

Tne question immediately pending was on the 
third brauch uf the amendment to the amendment 
of Mr. M. A. Cooper, which provided that trom 
and after she Ist of June next, no notes should be 
issued. by said banks of a less denomination than 
5u dollars 

And the. question being taken, it was decided in 
the negalive—yeas 83, nays 106, as follows: 

WaS—Messrs. Atherton, Hanks, Black, Boyd, Burke, 

Carr, Chapman, Cliffurd, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R, 
, Craig’ Doan, Dromgvvie, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, 
Fwtches, Ployd, Galbraith, Gerry, Hawkins, Hill of North 


Carolina, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Zope dun WW Ate Keim, Kalle, Leadbetter, Lucana, McClel- 
last,’ ami, Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Par- 
rik! Pewikin, Pickens, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, 
Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steen- 


ET 


rr 


Lerson, Weller, Wack, and Jared W. Williams—83. 

NAYs—Messrs. Adama, Judson Allen, John W. Alten, 
Hugh J. Andersen, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Beatty, Bell, 
Blackwell. Rotts, Briggs, Sampson H Buien, William 0, But- 
ler, Cathoun, Witham B. Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Chinn, 
Ciark, Crabb, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Cushing, 
Dana. Davee, Davies, Joh» Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Den- 
nis, Dellet, Earl, Edwerds, Everett, James Garland, Rice Gar- 
laad, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Graham, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, 
Habersham, Hammond, John Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virgi- 
nia, Hoffman, Hunt, Jackson, James, Jeniier, Wm. Cost 
Johuaon, Kempshalt, King, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, McCarty, 
McCulloch, Maliory, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Montanya, Cal 
vary Morris, Naylor, Newhard, Nishet, Ogle, O<borne, Pa- 
len, Paynter, Peck, Pope, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, 
Elwarit Rogers, Russell, Sergeant, Simonton, Sivart, Swear- 
ingen, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Voland,Trip- 
lett, Trumbull, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Davi D. Wagener, 
Peter J. Wagner, Warren, John White, Thomas Wiltiams, 
Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
and Worthington—106. 


06. 
So tne tnird branch of the amendment was re- 


The question then recurred on the fourth branch 
of the amendment to the amendment, namely, tne 
proviso that the notes of the said banks should at 
ail times be redeemable in specie; or that, on fail- 
ure thereof, the charters should ve forfeited. 

And the question being taken, it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 107, navs 76, as follows: 

YE AS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Burke, Bynum, 
Carr, Carroil, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, 
John Davis, Doan, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman. Ely, 
Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, 
Hammond, Hand, J. Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Caro- 
lina, Holleman, Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, 
Joseph Juhason, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kile, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lucas, 
McClellan, McCuiloh, McKay, Marchand, Mider, Montanya, 
Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Ogle, 
Parrish, Parmenter, Parise Petrikin, Pope, Prentisa, 
Ramsey, Rariden, Rayner, eynohis, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, 
Edward Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, John Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, 
Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D 
Wagener, Watterano, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Wiliams, and Worthington—107. 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Bel, 
Bous, Briggs, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, Cuittenden, Clark, 
Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, De'let, Edwards, Evans, F.verett, 
James Garland, Gates, G ggin, Graham, Graves, Green, Griffin, 
Grinnell, Habecsham, Henry, Hoffman, Holmes, Hunt, James, 
Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Wiliam Cost Johnson, Kempsiall, 
Kng, Lincoln, McCarty, Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Calvary 
Morris, Naylor, Osborne, Palen, eck, Reed, Ridgway, Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Truman Smith, Talia- 
ferro, Waudy ‘Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum. 
bull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Ed. D. White, 
John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, J. L. 
Williams, and €. H. Williams—76. 

So tne lourth branch of 
amendment was agreed to. 

Tne question was then on the last portion of Mr. 
Covpers amendment to the amendment of Persi- 
KIN, in tne words following, VIZ: 

“Aad be it further enacted, That in case the said 
banks, or either of them, shall refuse or fail to pay 
their notes in specie on demand of any person, 
such person shall and may have remedy by judg- 
ment and execution at Jaw, ata notice of ten days 
before any justice of the peace of said District.” 

The question was taken and decided in the affir- 
mative—yeas 97, nays 76, as follows: 

YEAS-—Mesers. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banka, Beatty, Black, Biackwell, Boyd, Burke, Sampson H. 
Butter, Wiltiam O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chap- 
mau, Clifford, Connor, Mark A, Cooper, William R. Cooper, 
Crabb, Cra g, Crary, D ma, Jnhn Davis, John W. Davis, Doan, 
Droingoote, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fi-her, Floyd, 
Gerry, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N, C., Holleman, 
Hook, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
N. Jones, John W. Jones, Keim. Kemble, Kilie, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leonard, Lucas. McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand. Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morns, 
Newhard, Ogle, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Pickens, 
Prentiss, Ramsey, Reyaolds, Rives, Robinson, dward Rogers, 
Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, S:senrod, Sirong, Sumpter, Taylor, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watteraon, 
Weller, Jared W. Williams, and Henry Williams —97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Barnard, Bell, Brigge, 
Brockway, Culhoun, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Cranston, 
Crockett, Cross, Edward Davies, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, 
Deilet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Galbraith, Garland, Gates, 
Goggin. Graham, Graves, Griffin, Grinnell, Henry, Hill of Virgi- 
nia, Hoffman, Hubbard, Hunt,James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, 
William Cost Juhnson, Kempshall, Lincoln, McCarty, Mar- 
vin, Mason, Monroe, Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pe- 
wikin, Rayner, Reed, Rhett, Ridgway. Russell. Saltonstall, 
Sergeant, Simonton, Truman Smith, Taliaferro, Francis Tho- 
mas, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Frum- 
bull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Waren, Edward D. White, 
Joon White, Tnomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wothington—76. 

“So the last branch of the amendment was agreed 


the amendment to the 


to. 
Mi. CARTER inquired whether it was in order 
now to offer an amendment. 


question having been called. : 

Mr. CARTE ¢ asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to offer the following amendment, which 
was tead for information: 

Provided, also, That said banks shall not be re- 
quired to resume specie payments until the banks 
of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, shall 


| have resumed, 


Objection was made. iat 
The question then recurred on the original 


amendment, (offered by Mr. Peratxin ) lt pro- 
vides sv to amend the biil as to make the president 
and directors of each of said banks, jointly and se- 
verally, in their individual capacity, liable for all 
notes issued, or debts contracted by said banks re- 
spectively, from and after the day this act gues into 
effect; that any president and directors making sach 
dividend shonld, ia their individual capacities, be 
liable for double the amount thereof en being sued, 


| etc., that no dividend should be made during the 


suspension of specie payment; and, also, that the 
jurisdicticn of justices of the peace be extended to 
ali actions against said banks tor any amount not 
exceeding one hundred dollars. 

A division of the question was ordered. 

Mr. F. THOMAS hoped the House would in- 
dulge him with the permission to say à word of ex- 
planation on this amendment. 

Objection was made by several voices. 

Mr. ADAMS called for a division of the ques- 


| tion. 


And the question was then taken on the first 
branch of the amendment, in the following words: 
Provided, also, That the president and directors of 
each of said baaks shail be jointly aud severally, 
in their individual capacity, liable for all notes 
issued or debts contacted by said banks respec- 
tively, from and after the day this act goes into ef- 
fect, to be-recovered as other deb's of like amount 
may at the time be by law recoverabie, and result- 
ed in the affirmative—yeas 92, nays 90, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Black, Biackwell, Bovd, Burke, William O. 
Butler, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Cifford, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, Wiiliam R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Dana, Davee, John 
Davis, Doan, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Fisher, Fluyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, 
John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Holleman, 
Hook, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leo- 
nard, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Milier, Montanya, 
Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parrie, 
Paynter, Petrikio, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rariden, Rey- 
nolds, Rives, ‘Robinson, Edward Rogers, Ryal!, Samuels, 
Shaw, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Tur. 
ney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Weller, Wick, Jared 
| W. Williams, and L. Williams—92. 

NAYS—Mesers. Adama. John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Beirne, Bell, B:'ts, Briggs, Bruckway, Sampson H. 
Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, Carroll, Carter, Chinn, Clark, Crabb, 
Cranston, Crockett, Cross, Uavies, Daweon, Deberry, Den- 
nes, Dellet, Eiwards, vans, Everett, James Garland, Gates, 
Goggin, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hawes, Henry, Hill 
of Virginia, Hoffman, Hopkins. Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles 
Johnston. Kemble, Kempshall, King, Lincoln, McCarty, McCul- 


loch, Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Morgan, Naylor, Nis- 
bet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Randolph, Rayner, 
Reed, Rhett, Ridgway, Russel, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simon- 
ton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stuart, Taliaferro, Francis Tho- 
mas, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Peter J. Wagner. Warren, Watterson, . Edward D. 
White, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Wik 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, and Worthingten—90. 
So this branch of the amendment was agreed to. 
The question was then taken on the next branch 
of the amendment, in these words: ae: 
“And be it further provided, That'said banks shall 
not make any dividends during the time the said 
banks shall refuse to pay all their liabilities in 
specie on demand;” and it was passed in the affir- 
mative—ayes 145, nays 25, as follows: 
YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, Jugh 
| J. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Ban ts, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, 
Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Briggs, Buike, Sampson I. Butler, 
Rynum, Calhoun, Wiiliam B. Campboll. Carr, Carter, Casey, 
Chapman, Chian, Chittenden, Clark, Clifford, Connor, Wiltiam 
R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cross. Dana, Davee, Davies, 
John Davis, Garret Davie, Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Doan, 
Dromgonle, Duncan, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, For- 
nance, Galbraith, James Garland, Gates, Gerry, Goggin, Gra: 
ham, Graves, Griffin. Habersham, Hand. John astings, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hol- 
leman, Hook, Hubbard, Hunt, Jack.on, Jameson, Charles John-: 
ston, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John. 
W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kempshall. Kile, Leadbeuer, Leet, 


Leonard, Lincoln, Lucas, McClelian, McCulloch, McKay, Mal- 
lory, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, Miller, Morgan, Naylor, New- 
hard, Ogle, Parrish, Para enter, Parris, Paynter, Peck, Petrikin, 
Prentiss, Ramsey, Randolph, Raridén, Rayner, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Robinson, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw 


Simonton, Slade, John Smith, Truman Smith, Thomas. Smith, 
Stark wether, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumpter, Swearingen, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Jacov Thompson, T-iplett, Trumbull, 
Turney, Underwood. Van'lerpoel, Wagener, Watterson, Weller, 
John White, Jared W. Wiltiams, Tao™as W. Williams, Hen- 

ry Williams, Lewis Wiliams and J. T. H. Worthington—145. 
NAYS— Mesers. Binard, Bous, Wilham O. Buter, Carrok, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cranston, Edwards, Everett, Holmes, Junes, 
Jenifer, McCarty, Michell, Nisbet, Pope, Reed, Edward Rogers, 
Ruseell, Saltonstall, Rergeant, Waddy Thompson, Toland, 
ward D. White, and Christopher H. Williams—25. 


Was 
So the secoad branch of the amendment was 
to. i 


The question was next on the third member of 


| 
|i 


said amendment, being so much as was contained . 


in these words:. 

“And the president and directors of any of raid 
banks, who shall make any such division of- pro- 
fits, or declare any such dividends, or consent to or 
‘vote for the same, shali be liable to pay double the 
amount of the sum so divided or declared, to be 
recovered of them in their individual capacity, by 
any person suing for the same, as debts of like 
amount are recoverable; one haf of said forfeiture 
to go to the person suing, and the other: half to the 
corporation where the said bank is located. 

“Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That justices 
of the peace within the District of Columbia shall 
have jurisdiction in all actions of debt against any 
cf the banks whese chariers are hereby extended, 
for sums not eyceeding one hundred dollars; and 
no appeal, certiorari, or injunction, shall be allow- 
ed, granted, issued, or. directed by any court witbin 


said District, unless an affidavit be first made and - 


filed ja said court by the president or one or more 
of the direc‘ors of the bank so sued, that such an 
appeal, certiorari, or iajunction is not asked for the 
purpose of delay, bat because he or they bevieve 
there is a just detence on the merits, and that injus- 
„tice is likely to be done if said appeal, certiorari, or 
injunction should not be granted.” 

The question was taken on the above branch, and 
i was agreed to by—yeas 94, nays 78, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Burke, Wm. 
O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Nifford, Connor, 
Mark A. Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Dava, Davee, 
„John Davis, Doan, Dremgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, 
Fine. Floyd, Fornance, Galbra th, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, J. 
Hastivgs, Hawki..s, Hill of N. C. Holleman, Hook, Jacksun, Ja- 
meson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johugon, Nathaniel Jones. J. Ww. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Lead: erter, Leet, Lucas, M+ Ciel- 
lan, McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, Milter. Montanya, Mont- 

mery, 8. W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parinenter, Parris, 

aynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rivea, Robin- 
son, E. Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Joho Smith, Thomas 
Sith, Steenrod, Surong, Sumter, Swearingen. Taylor, Francis 
Tnomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Wat- 
tereon, Weller, Wick, J. W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis 
Williama, and Worthing: on-- 94, 

NAYS—Meesrs. J. Q. Adams, J. W. Alien, Andrews,’ Baker, 
Barnard, Bell, Botts, Brjggs. Brockway, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Cranston, 
Cross, Edw. Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Deunis, 
Pellet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fisher, J. G arland, Gates, Gog- 

gin, Graham, Griffin, Griunell, Ifabersham. Hawes, Henry, Hill 
of Va. Hoffman, Hant, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Wm. 
C. Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lincoln, McCarty, Mallory, Ma- 
son, Morzan, Nisbet, Ogte, Osborne. Palen, Peck, Pope, Ran- 
dolph, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simor.- 
ton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stuart, Waddy Thompaon, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Triplett, P. J. Wagner, Warren, E. D. White, J. 
White, Thos. W. Williams, and C. H. Williams --78. 

So the last branch of Mr. Peraixin’s amendment 
was agreed to. i ` i 

And the question then ‘recurring on 
of the amendment as amended — 

‘Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON (on leave) moved 
-to lay the bill on the table. He should regard the 
-yote on this motion, he said, as a test vote; and he 
had sabmitted in order that he might, if the motion 
prevailed, introduce the Lill heretotore reported from 
‘the Committee for the District of Columbia of this 

House, to continue the corporate exisience of the 
‘banks of the District of Columbia to the 4th of 
March next, and until farther legislation: provided 
that the said banks resuate specie payments when a 
majority of the baaks of Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
and Virginia, should de so. ae 
Mr. TURNEY then gave notice that he should 
-object to the introduction of the bill. 


the .adoption 


Mr. JOHNSON thereapon said, that as it would i 


require a vote of two-thirds to getin the bili, and as 
he had no hope of suceess in such an effort, he 
would withdraw his motion 
on the table. - i 

And the question again recurring On the adoption 
of the amendment as amended— 

Mr. McKAY asked such a division of the ques- 
tion as would embrace Mr, M. A. Coorsn’s propo- 


we 


to lay the present bill | 


i 


| 
| 


| 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


sition to restrict the issue of notes to a denomination 
of not less than $10, and to cause the charters to be 
forfeited on retusal or failare to pay specie. 

Mr. ANDREWS submitted that the question of 
the adoption of the amendment, as amended, could 
not be divided. 

The CHAIR decided that it could. 

Mr. ANDREWS appealed from the decisien. 


Mr. GRAVES asked the yeas and nays; which | 


were not ordered. 
_ The House was here in a great state of vonfu- 
sion. 

‘rhe CHAIR said he would call gentlemen by 
their names unless they took thvir seats, and he 
was responded to by several voices, ‘do it, do it.” 
_ Something like order having, 10 a few moments, 
been restored, 


The CHAIR stated the ground of his decision, | 


that a divisionof an amendment, asamended, could 
be ordered. 

@ Some conversation took place on a point of or- 
der between the CHAIR and Mr. GRAVES. 

Mr. ANDREWS wished to be informed what 
would be the effect if the Eloase were to negative 
the amendment as amended, alter having once 
agreed to it. g : 

The CHAIR said the effect would be that that 
part of the amendment as amended would not be 
agreed to. | 

And the qnestion, “Shall the decision of the 
Cuair stand as the jodgment of the House?” was 
then taken, and decided (by tellers) in the affirma- 
tive—ayes 94, noes 31. | 

So the decision of the Caair was sustained. 

The Cierk having then again )ead the division, 
called for by Mr. KcKay, 

Mr. GRAVES, under the decision recently made, 
calfed for a division on every distinct branch of 


b, 
ii 


the amendment as amended; and the Cuair ordered 


it. 
- And the CHAIR annonnced the first branch to 


ii 


; Casey, Chapman, 


|. Parmenter, Parris, Paymer, Petrikin, 


be on that part of the amendment, as amended, 
which was in the following words, viz: 


“Provided, That said banks shall not issue notes : 


under ten dollars.” 
The question was taken by yeas and nays, and it 
was agreed to—yeas 96, nays “6, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Judson Allen, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Biack, Blackwell. Boyd, Burk, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, 


R. Coopen Craig, 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Bly, Fine, Fisher, 
Galbraith, Gerry. Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
Hawkins, John Hillof North Carolina, Holleman, 


Fieyd, Fornance, 
John Hastings, 


Hook, Hub- : 


‘J, Wagner, Edward D. White, John White, Thomas W. Wil 
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Newhard, Ogle, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Payntes, Prentiss, 
Rayner, Reynolds, Rives, Hobineon, edward Regors tees Ro- 


gereg, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, John Smith; To! a 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearir Taylog: Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. ener, Watter- 
son, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Willams, and 


Wor hington—101. 

NAYS—Mersrs, Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Bell, Botts, Briggs, Brock way, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, 
Clark, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, B- Davies, 
G. Davis,Dawson, Deberry. Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Eye- 
rett, James Garland, Goggin, Graham, Green, Griffin, Griumell, 
Habersham, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Huat, 
James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, William Cost Juhnaen, King, 
Lincoln, McCarty, Monroe, Morgan, Néyloz, Osborne, Palen, 
Peck, Pope, Reed, Ridgway, Russe}, Sattonstall, Sergeant, Bi- 
monton, Stade, Truman Smith, Stuart, Francis Thomus, Wad- 
dy Thompson, Tillinghast, Tuland, Triplett; Trambull, Peter 


liams, and Lewis Williams—73. : 


So this branch of the amendment was agreed to 

The question was then taken on the sixth mem- 
ber of the said amendment, being the proviso, that, 
ia case the said banks should refuse to pay specie 
on demand, persons so concerned should have re- 
medy by judgment and execution at law, on ten 
days’ notice, before any justice of the péace of 
said District. i 

Mr. HOLLEMAN hoped the yeas and nays 


would be dispensed with. They had already been 


Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William |: 
Crary, Dapa, Davee, John Davis, Dean, |; 
i fin,Grinnell, Habersham, Hawes, Henry, 


bard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson. Cave Johnson. Na- |; 


thanie! Jowes, John W. Jones, Kem. Kemble, Kile, Leet, 
Leouard. Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, 
Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, 


Rives, Rebinsun, Edward Rogers, J:mes Rogers, Ryall, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, John Smith, Thomas Smith. Stark 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumpter, Taylor, Francis Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel,; Wagen-r, Watterson 
Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, an 
Worthington—96. 

NAYS—Messrs Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 


‘Barnard, Beil, Bous. Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Carter, Clark, 
Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Davies. Garret Davis, Dawson, De- 
berry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, James Garland, 
Gates, Guggin, Graham, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, 
Hawes, Henry, John Hill of Vir inia, Hoffman, Hunt, James, 
Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, 
Lincoln, McCarty, Mason, Monroe, Morgan. Naylor, Ogie, 
Osborne, Palen, Peck. Pope. Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rus. 
sell, Saltonstall, Sergeant. Rimounton, Stade, Truman Smith, 
Stuart, Swearingen. Waddy Thompson, Til inghast, Toland, 
Triplett, Underwood, Wagner, Warren, John White, Thomas W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, and Joseph L. Williams—76. 

So this branch of the amendment as amended 
was agreed to. 

The CHAIR announced the question to be on the 
fifth branch of the amendment as amended in the 
following words, viz: 

© Provided, also, That their notes at all times shall 
“be redeemable by specie, or on failure thereof their 
charters shall be forfeited.” 


The question was taken on the adoption of this 


branch, and agreed to—yeas 101, nays 73, as fol- | 


lows: 

YeE4S8—Mesers. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne. Black, 
William O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, 
Davee, J. Davia, Doan, Duncan, Earl, Exgiman, Ely, Fine, Fish- 
er, Fioyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, Jubn 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holieman, 
Hook, Hibbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johneun, Cave 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones. Keim, Kemtie 

-Kiile, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, 
McKay, Marchand, Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Mortis, 


Prentiss, Reynolls, | 


Biackwell, Boyd, S. TI. Butler, |; ae k 
: > | and not assi,ning brief verbal reasons as preach 


taken on these variows propositions. 
Mr. MORGAN hoped that the decision which 
had been made would be carried out. ` 
The CHAIR said that, by general consent, the 
yeas and navs might be dispensed with. 
Mr. OGLE objected. 
And the question being taken on the above 
amendment, the vote stoud—yeas 83, nays 70, as 
follows: Dee ee 


NAYS--Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atbe 
Beatty, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, afhert G. Brown,  Butke, 
William O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Ciifford, 
Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, 
Crary, Dana, John Davis, Doan, Earl, Eastman Ely, Fine, 
Floyd, Gerry, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hilien, Holleman, Hook, Hubbard, Jackson, Jame- 
son, Joseph Jotinson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kille Leanyeuer Leet, Lucas, McClellan, Mc- 
Culloch, Mallory, Marchand, Miller, Montgomery, Samuet W. 
Murris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Pren- 
tiss, Reynolds, Rives, Robiason, Edward Rogers, Jas. TS, 
Ryail, Samuels, Shaw, John Smith, Thos. Smith, Stark weather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Taylor, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Turney, Vanderpoe!, David D. Wagener ‘Watterson, 
Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wiliama, and Henry Wil jame--88. 

NAYS—Meeers. Adams, Andrews, Banka, Baker, Bumard, 
Bell, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Carier, Chinn, Clark, 
Cranston, Crockett, Cross, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, 
Dawaon, Deberry. Dennis, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Galbraith, 
James Garland, Gates, Goggin, Graham, Graves, Green, Grif- 
Hill of Virginia, Hoff- 
man, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnevon, Kemble, 
Kempshall, King, Lincoln, Monroe, Morgan, . Ogie; Pa- 
len, Peck, Petrikin, Pope. Randolph, Rayner, Reed, ‘Ridg- 
way, Russell, Sa!tonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Truman Smit, 
Stuart, Francis Thomas, Tillinghast, Toland, Peter J. Wag 
ner, Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis. Wil- 
liams, and Joseph L. Williams—70. ` as i 

So the last branch was agreed to. : 

And the question next recurring was ‚on order- 
ing the amendments to be engrossed, and the bill to 
a third reading. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST sent the following amend- 
ment to the Clerk’s table. It was read, for infor- 
mation, but declared out of order, the previous 
question having been ordered; shy et 

“Provided, however, That the new provisions, 
penaliics, and forfeitures herein enacted, in relation 
to the payment of specie on notes and obligations 
of said banks now outstanding, shall be, in force 
from and after the first day of October next, and 
not before; but, in the mean time, the said banks 
shall be, in all respects, subject to the existing 
laws, and to all the other previsions of their fexpec- 
tive charters, providing remedies in case of ftbe 
non-performance of any coftract or obligation.” 

So the question again recurring on ordering the 
amendments— otitis 

Mr. CUSHING asked to be excused from voting, 
and proceeded to assign his reasons why he could 
not vote either on one side or the ether. 

In doing so, be was interrupted by Messrs. 
CLIFFORD, VANDERPOEL, and. TOURNEY, 
on the ground that he was making an argument, 


by the rule. 3 
Mr. C. insisted on his privilege. Some little 
confusion followed on the question oforder. ._ 
And the CHAIR had just expressed the opinion 
that Mr. Cusaina was going to the extreme of, "his 
privilege—that the Cpain had. not thos far, howe 


ever, felt constrained to interpose, but hoped tha 
the gentleman would not extend his remarks, 
When several gentlemen having given notice 
that it was now half past two o'clock, 
The Howe took its usual recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess the House met, and the pending 
question being whether Mr. Cusnine was or was 
notin order in the remarks he had made just before 
the recess— 

Mr. CLIFFORD insisted that the Chair should 
pronounce its decision. 

The CHAIR, (occupied temporarily by Mr. 
Brisas, after some conversation, decided Mr. Cusn- 
ina to have been out of order. 

Whereupon Mr. CLIFFORD objected to Mr. 
Cusnino proceediag without leave of the Honse. 

Mr. CUSHING took an appeal; but, aftera good 
deal of desultory conversation, consented to with- 
draw his appeal, and to forego his intention of pro- 
ceeding further in his remarks, 

The question then recurring on the engrossment 
of the bill and amendments for a third reading— 

Mr. CHINN moved acall of the House; but 


‘the previeus question having been ordered, the | 


Crair decided the motion not to be in order. 

The amendments having, at the request of Mr. 
Avams, been again read, i 

Mr. LINN BOYD moved te lay the bill and 
amendments on the table; but afterwards withdrew 
the motion. 

Mr. LINCOLN took an appeal from the CHAIR’S 
decision that a call was not in order; bat after a 
discussion on order, the decision of the Cuar was 
sustained—yeas 105, nays 34. 

The question on the third reading of the bill 
again recuriiag, it was decided by yeas and nays— 
yeas 69, rays 90, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bell, Blackwell, Carter, Chapman, Chinn, Crabb, Craig, 
Crary, Davies, John Davis, Duncan, Earl, Ely, Everett, Fine, 
Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, Griffin, Grinnell, Hand, 
John Hastings, Hawes, Hoffman, Hook, Hunt, Jackson, James, 
Charles Johnston, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, McCarty, McCul- 
loch, McKay, Marvin, Montanya, Naylor. Newhard, Parrish, 
Peurikin, Pope, Prentiss, Ridgway, Rives, Robineon, Edward Ro- 

rs, Russell Ñaltonsta!l, Borgeni Slade, Albert Smith, John 

mith, Truman Smith, homas Smith, Strong, Swearingen, 
Francis Thomas, Tillinghast, Triplett, Trumbui!, Vanderpoel, 
Wagener, Wagner, and ‘I homas W. Williamsa—69. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adama, John W. Allen, Andrews, Ather- 
t&n Banks, Baker, Biddle, Boyd, Briggs, A. G. Brown, Burke, 
Cathoun, Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Clifford, Connor, 
Mark A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, Cranston, Crockett, Cross, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole, Eastman, 
Kdwarda, Fisher, Fioyd, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Green, 
J.awkings, Henry, Hillen, Holleman, Hopkins, Jameson, Jenifer, 
Juseph Johnson,Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Joha W. Jones, 
Keim, Kempshall, Kille, King, Lincoln, Lucas, Mc ‘lellan, Mal- 
Jory, Marchand, Mason, Miller, Morgan. S$. W. Morvis, Osborne, 
Palen, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Peck, Ramsvy, Rariden, 
Reynolds, Ryall, Sainuels, Shaw, Simonton, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Stuart, Sumter, Taylor, Waddy Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Weller, John White, Wick, 
He ry Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and John T. H. Worth- 
ington—s0. A 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON asked leave to introduce 
a till from the Committee for the District, to con- 
unue the corporate existence of the banks in the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi objected. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved for the suspension of 
the rules, and demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. KEIM moved to lay this motion on the ta- 
ble; but soon after withdrew the motion. 

The question then recurring on suspending the 
rules, it was decided by yeas 94 and nays 86, as 


follows: 


YEAS—Mesars. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Baker, Beirne, Bell, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Wil- 
-Jiam B. Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Chapman, Chinn, Chitten- 
den, Clark, Crabb, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Cushing, 
Edward Davies, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Del'et, Ẹdwards, 
Everett, Fisher, James Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Gra- 
ham, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, William 8. Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry, Hoffman, Hopkins, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles 
Johnston, William Cost Johkson, Kempshall, King, Lincoln, 
* McCarty, Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Morgen, Nay!or, 
Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Randolph, Rariden, Ray- 
ner, Reed, Ridgway, Robinsen, Edward Rogers, Russell, Sal- 
tonstall, Sergeant, Shepard, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Francis Thomas, Tillinghast, Toland, Trip- 
lett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, John White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Worthington—94. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banke, Beatty, 
Black, Blackwell, Boyd. Albert G. Brown, Burke, William O. 
Butler, Carr, Casey, Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William 
R. Cooper, Craig, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Doan, Drom- 
geeks, Duncan, ri, Kastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Fornance, 
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Galbraith, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, Jonn Hastings, Hawkins, 
Hillof North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Lucas, 
McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, 
Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Ryall, 
Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Stark weather, Steenrod, Strong, Suinter, Taylor, Jacob Thomp- 
ssn, Turney, David D. Wagener, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, and Henry Williams—86. 

There not being two-thirds, the rules were not 
suspended. . 

Mr. HOLLEMAN wished to make a statement. 

Mr. PROFFIT objected. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN moved to suspend the rules 
to introduce a new bill extending the charter of the 
banks for two years, for the sole purpose of wind- 
ing up their affairs, and restricting the banks from 
doing any thing else. 


The question being pat, the yeas and nays stood | 


as follows—yeas 155, nays 18. 
So the rules were suspended. 


Mr. HOLLEMAN having slightly modified hB : 


bill, it was read the first time, as follows: 


A BILL to continue the corporate existence of the 


banks in the District of Columbia for certain 
purposes. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives, Sc. That the provisions, restrictions, and 


enactments of the act of Congress of the 25th May, |. 


1838, entitled “an act to exiend the charter of the 
Union Bank of Georgetown, in the District of Co- 
lumbia,”? be, and the same are hereby extended to 


the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, | 


the Bank of the Metropolis, the Bank of Washing- 


ton, the Patriotic Bank of Washington; the Bank of i 


the Potomac and the Farmers’ Bank of Alex- 
andria; Provided, That whenever in the origi- 
nal act the Ist of Jnly, 1838, occurs, it 
shall be so construed as to mean the 4th of July 
1840; and whenever the Ist of July, 1842, occurs, 
it shall be construed to mean the 4th of July, 1844. 


Mr. ADAMS inquired whether it made no dis- 
tinction in favor of the Patriotic Bank, which never 
had susdended specie payments? 

Mr. HOLLEMAN replied that it did not. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD gave notice of his intention 
to offer the following amendment in case the bill of 
Mr. Hotveman should not meet with favor: 


“ That the several acts of Congress creating and 
granting chatters'to the several banks in the District 
of Columbia which were in force on the Ist day of 
July, 1840, be, and the same are hereby, continued 
in full force for the term of two years from and 
after the 4th day of July, 1840: Provided, however, 
That no one of the existing banks shall declare or 
make any dividend of its profits among its stock- 
holders during the time it fails to pay specie for i's 


notes: And provided, further, That all the profits | 
hereafter made by any one of the said banks over | 
and above six per cent. upon its capital, clear of | 
expenses, shall be paid over to the corporate au- | 


thorities of the city in which sach bank is located: 
And provided, further, That said banks shall seve- 
rally resume the payment of specie for their notes 
thrown into circulation, within ninety days from 
the said 4th of July,1 840.” 


Mr. McKAY proposed another scheme. Tts 
general outline was to continue the corporate ex- 
istence of the banks to the Ist of January next, they 


not to exceed their present amount of discounts - 


previous to that time, and after then to make no 
new loans, and after the 4th cf March to emit no 
bills. i 

Mr. THOMAS suggested sundry objections to 
Mr. Hotieman’s bill, and suggested the adoption 
of a billexactly similar to that under which the af- 
fairs of the Union Bank of Georgetown were wound 


up. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN, after a brief reply, moved 
the previous question. 

The call was seconded, 80 to 61, put, and car- 
ried. 

And the question being on the second reading of 
the bill 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to strike out all 
after the enacting clause, and insert the substitute 
quoted abuve. — / 

Mr. CLIFFORD demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 


But the House refused to second the call—ayes 
67, noes 68. 

Mr. THOMAS then moved to amend the amend- 
ment of Mr. Unperwoop, by inserting the bill for 
windiitz up the affairs of the Union Bank of 
Georgetown, the names and dates alone being 
altered, suggesiing that it would be best at once to 
make a final settlement of the whole question. 

Mr. DAWSON protested against the whole 
proceeding, and contended that it was nothing but 
an indirect mode of destroying the Siate banks. He 
concluded by moving a reference of the whole 
subject to a select committee. 

Mr.VANDERPOEL replied with much warmth 
and sincerity. His remarks will be given in full 
hereafter. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON addressed the House at 
length, giving his reasons why hecould not vote for 
either of the amendments. He concluded by de- 
manding the previous question; but, finding that 
this would cut off Mr. Dawson’s motion to commit, 
withdrew it. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL replied to Mr. Dawson 
with much warmth. 

Mr. HOPKINS of Virginia obtained the floor, 
but yielded it temporarily at the request of 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, who slightly modified his 
amendment. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN gave notice that, having ex- 
amined the substitute proposed by Mr. Tuomas, he 
entirely approved of it, and would, in conse- 
quence, withdraw the amendment he had before 
proposed. 

Mr. ADAMS remonstrated on putting the spe- 
cie-paying and non-specie paying banks on the 
same footing. 

Mr. DAWSON withdrew his motion to commit 


-to a select committee. 


Mr. HOPKINS then made a speech warmly re- 
monstrating against the destruction of the District 
banks, and thereby oppressing and ruining persons 
who were unrepresented and without remedy. 

Mr. WELLER of Ohio obtained the floor, but 
yielded to a motion by Mr. Petrixin for an ad- - 
journment. 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which, being taken, resulted as follows—yeas 83, 
nays 73. 

So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, July 3, 1840. 

The Senate was calied to order by the Seeretary, 
and immediately proceeded to ballot for a President 
pro tempore. 

i The ballots having been counted, it appeared 
that 


The whole number of votes given was - 29 
Of which Mr. Kina received ~- - 23 
Scattering, - - - - 6 


Mr. Kine, having received a majority of the 
whole number of votes given, was declared duly 
elected President of the Senate pro tem. 

Mr. Catuoon and Mr. Kxicut having condacted 
Mr. Kina to the chair, he addressed the Senate as 
follows: f 

Gentlemen of the Senate: Observation and expe- 
rience have convinced me that, so long as this body 
continues to be distinguished, as heretofore, by or- 
der and regularity in its proceedings, and by deco- 
rum in debate, the presiding officer will have no 
difficult task to perform. Under these impressions, 
I enter upon the discharge of the duties you have 
been kind enough to devolve on me. I shall en- 
deavor as far as: possible to discharge these duties 
faithfully; I know that I will discharge them ho- 
nestly. My earnest desire is to do jastice to all, 
and preserve order, should it ever be onfortunately 
departed from; bat I shall endeavor to preserve it 
in a manner least offensive to any individual mem- 
ber. Should I at any time fall into error, these er- 
rors will, I trust, meet with the kind indulgence-of 
the Senate, and that I shall constantly receive the 
aid and assistance of every. honorable Senator, in 
the discharge of the duties to which I am called. 
Should I receive that, I have no doubt that they 
will be discharged satisfactorily. . I tender you my 
sincere thanks for the honor you have conferred 


upon me. 


The CHAIR submitted a report from the Secre- 
tary of State, transmitting a statement of the num- 
ber and designation of passengers arriving in each 
collection district of the United States, from foreign 
countries, during the last year. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the report of the 
Committee on Pensions, ia the case of Wilfred 
Knot, was recommitted to said committee. 

The resolation submitted by Mr, Rooeies on 
Wednesday, requesting the President of the United 
States to communicate a copy of the British report 
and survey on the subject of the Northeastern 
boundary, was taken up fur consideration. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped that the Senator who 
iatroduced this resolution would permit it to Jie 
over until Monday. In the mean time he would 


precure the map and document from the commitiee — 


on Foreign Relations of the House, to which it bad 
been transmitted after examination by the commit- 
tee of the Senate, when it would be accessible to 
the Senator from Maine and every other Senator 
of the body. The delicacy of adopting the reselu- 
tion consisted in this: whether we should publish 
in this country, aod by the o.der of this body, a do- 
cament which had been transmitted to the Execu- 
tive of this country from a feeling of courtesy by 
the British Government, before it had been pub- 
lished or even transmitted to Parliament by ihat 
Government. 

Mr. RUGGLES said he did not ask the adoption 


of this resolaiion for his own gratification, but he |! 


considered ita matter of vilal importance to his 
Btate, and one on which they had a right to have all 
the informa ion in our power to give. 

Mr. BUCHANAN replied that it was no secret 
communication at all; bat it was a document which 
the British Government said that they had not yet 
lai} before Parliament, nor taken any action upon; 
and it was communicated to us in that way simply 
as an act of courtesy. He did not know that there 
would be any great objection to laying it be- 
fcre the Senate; bat he spoke with knowledge 
when he said that many times, and oft, the 
Government of the United Sta'es had been pre- 
vented from receiving important informatcn 
from its agents abroad, becaose of the know- 
lede that it would be made public. Now in this 
case he would communicate this document to the 
geatleman with the greatest pleasure; it had already 
been communicated to the committee of the other 
House, and he should have every opportunity to 
examine it. Mr. B. hoped thatthe resolution would 
be laid on the table until Monday, 

Mr. ALLEN said inere was a manifest im- 
propriety in adopting this resolution, especially as 
the action of the Senate, even so far, on this map 
and report, would give them a sort of sanction 
which ought not to be given them, while it was 
known that they had not been accepted by the 
British Goveroment, and no intimation had been 
given that they would be adhered to. Mr. A 
therefore moved to lay the resolution finally on the 
table; dat, on its being observed that Mr. Bucwa- 
maw bad left the Senate, and might wish to say 


something farther on the subject on Monday, Mr. | 


A. withdiew his motion, and, 

Mr. RUGGLES assenting, the resolution was 
accordingly laid on the table antil Monday. 

The resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Waxes, for the appointment of a select com- 
mitiee to take into consideration the propr.ety of 
appointing Reporters for the Senate, was taken up. 


Mr. WALKER said that, since offering this Re- 
solation, he had obtained some information as re- 
gards reporting in the French Chamber of Depu- 
ties, and more especially as regards the British Par- 
liament. He found that the cost of each Reporter 
varied from five to about eight guineas a week, and 
consequently the cost would he much less than he 
had sapposed when he last addressed the Senate. 
He had so doubt that the services of competent 
reporters could:be obtained at a cost not exceeding 
the per diemof a member of Congress for each, 
aad that fourof them would be enough to make 
fall reports of the debates. He thought it would 
do no harm, at allevents, to refer tnis inquiry to a 
select committee, and he hoped that no objection 
would be made to that c urse. 

The resolution was agreed to, and Messrs. 
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Waker, Lompcin, Pierce, Smits of Indiana, and 
Honrincron were appointed the committee, 
MEETING Oc CONGRESS. 

The joint resolution submitted by Mr. NORVELL, 
fixiag the day for the meeting of the next session 
of Congress, being taken up, 

Mr. NORVELL said that he had asked leave, 
some time ago, to introduce this bill. The subject 
of ageneral revision of the tariff would come up 


| he apprehended, be too short to enab'e us toact 
| upon such an important measure with sufficient 
maturity of judgment and del:beration to secure 
the establishment of a system of duties and im- 
posts satisiactory to all parts of the Union, and re- 
conciling the revenue purposes of a tariff with the 
individual protection which may be afforded by it 
to manufactures requiring protection. It yas un- 
der these impressions that he had submitted the 
bill: but he knew that sectional objections existed 
te an earlier meeting of Cougress than the first 
| Monday of December. Southern gentlemen (cot- 
| ton planters) were unwilling to leave their homes 
i in the midst of gathering in their crops. He 
; should, therefore, not press the passage of the bill. 

{ Mr. CALHOUN said,asa Southern planter, it 
| would be excecdingly inconvenient fcr bim to come 
i! here earlier than December. Every person ac- 
A quainted with their business knows that the month 
l; of October and ear'y part of November are the bu- 
' sest portion of the year to the cotton panter. 

| From the lateness of the period at which Congress 
|! would adjourn, the recess, even under the present 
| arrangement, would be necessarily a brief one. He 
| heped, therefore, thet the Senator from Michigan 
would consent that this resolution should be laid 
upon the table; which was accordingly done. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill te establish and regulate the navy ra- 
tion was taken up asin committee of the whole, 
i| and after being explained by Mr. WILLIAMS, 
was ordered to be engrossed tor a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of Hugh Stewart was ta- 
| ken up as in committee of the whole, and after 

being explained by Mr. HUBBARD, was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill authorizing the inhabitants of fractional 
township ten south, ef range one easi, in the State 


school purposes, after some explanation by Mr. 
FULTON, was ordered tobe engrossed. 

The bill for the relief of Don Carlos Dehault 
Delassus, late Spanish Lieutenant Governor of the 
fort and district of Baton Rouge, in West Florida, 
was, on motion of Mr. NORVELL, indefinitely 
postponed. 

The bill relative to the transportation of the mail 
in steamboats, was explained by Mr. ROBINSON, 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

The biil for the relief of James Herron wasex- 
plained by Mr. STRANGE, and ordered to be en- 
| grossed. i 
The act from the House fer the relief of Captain 


BARD, was ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the act from the 
House for the relief of John Mitchell and B. F. 
Fox was taken up, and after explanation by Mr. 
H. was ordered to a third reading. l 

An act from the House to annex a certain tract 
of land to the Coosa land district, was ordered to a 
third reading. 

An act from the House allowing further time to 
the trastees of Centre College to dispose of the land 
heretofore granted to the deaf and dumb asylum in 
the State of Kentucky, wastaken up, and after be- 
ing explained by Mr. WALKER, was ordered to 
a third reading. P 

An act from the House granting a section of 
land fur the use of schools in St. Clair county, 
State of Lilincis, was considered as in commiitee 
of the whole, and ordered to a third reading. 

An act from the House granting two townships 
i| of land for the use of the University in the Territo- 
ry of fowa, was taken up, and explained by Messrs. 
WALKER AND NORVELL, and, afier a dis- 
cassion, in which Messrs. FULTON, STRANGE, 
DAVIS, CALHOUN, CLAY of Alabama, and 


at the next session of Congress. The session would, - 


of Arkansas, to enter one half section of land for | 


John Downes, after being explained by Mr. HUB- 


HUBBARD, participated, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 


COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to ensure the more faithful execution of the laws in 
the collection of duties on imports, the question 
still being on Mr. Huntincron’s amendment, de- 
claring any witness incompetent who should have 

| any interest in the cause similar to that of the par- 
i ty for whom he mighi testify, which was discussed 
| atleagth by Messrs. HUNTINGTON , WRIGHT, 
li and HENDERSON. 

| DISTRICT BANKS. 

|! .Mr. CLAY of Alabama asked that a bill now on 
i| the Secaetany’s table to prolong the corporate ex- 
i} istence of the banks of the District, should be ta- 
| ken up. 

The CHAIR suggested that there was a bill al- 
. ready before the Senate which must be first dis- 
. posed of. 

Mr. WRIGHT said if the object was merely to 
refer the bill toa committee, he would not object; 
but if it was to interfere with the bill on the collec- 
tion of the revenne, he was agaiast it. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that if the bill was 
not acted on to-day, there would be no use in pass- 
ing it, as the charters of the banks would expire 
by limitation at 12 o'clock to-night. He would 
therefore move to lay the bill now before the Se- 
nate on the table; which was agreed to—ayes 23, 
| nays 11, as follows: >. 

YEAS—Messrs.“Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Hen- 
derson, Huntington, King, Knight, Moaton, Nicho- 
las, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Roane, Ruggles, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Strange, Sturgeon, © 
White, andYoung—23. = 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Hub- 
| bard, Lumpkin, Norvell, Robinson, Smith of Con- 
i one Tappan, Walker, and Wright-—11. 

‘The bilt was then taken up, read a first time, 

and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said it was very clear 

to his mind, that it was due to the people of this 
, District that some bill of the kind should be passed. 
|! The Senate had already passed one bill <hat had 
` been rejected in the other House, and this one, more 
severe in its restrictious on the banks,had been sent 
in its stead. Ag this was the day in which thecharters 
; of these institutions expired,and the lastday on which 
` the legislation of Congress could be of any effectual 
| service to them, he hoped there would be no ob- 
: jection to passing the bil through at once.. He 
| therefore moved that it have its second reading 


now. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that it would require 
the unanimous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. ALLEN objected. He could not give his 
consent to the charter of suspended banks. He was 
unwilling to legalize their violations of the laws. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama asked if the rale could 
not be suspended. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said there was one way, 

and that was, to suspend the rule (which he maintain- 
ed was no more than a rule) which required 
| one day’ notice for a resolution to alter the rules; 
| and he would submit it to the Senator from Ala- 
| bama whether he was not warranted in this case 
| in resorting to that expedient. 
' Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the Senator from 
. Kentucky misunderstood him if he supposed that 
i he had any especial charge of this business. He 
thought it however very extraordinary that any in- 
: dividual member could defeat an important mea- 
; sure, and he would accordingly move to sospend 
| the rule. 

Mr. ALLEN was understood to ask if that mo- 
tion was in order. l 

The PRESIDENT decided that in his opinion it 
was not in order. He thought any rule could not 
be suspended without one day’s notice. 

Mr. WALKER said tbat in no case had the rale 
ever been suspended but by unanimous consent. 
The Senator from Missouri would recollect a 
case in the session of 1832 3 in which be (Mr. W.) 
and that Senator were much interested in getting a 
bill through the Senate in order that it might be 
sent to the President that day, and the rale was en- 
torced on them. He recollected that it was ob- 
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jected to by one Senator (a Senator ftom North 
Carolina, not now a member of the Senate) and he 
then attempied to make the same motion that is 
now pending, but was ruled to be out of order. 
Final'y, upon an appeal made by the Senator from 
Missouri to tae Senator from North Carolina, the 
ebjecuon was w:thdrawn. It was in that way, and 
that way only, that the bill was brought before the 
Senate. Not a member of the Senate hazarded the 
opinion that the object could bz reached by appeal- 
ing from the decision of the Crair. 


The PRESIDENT read the rule requiring that | 
each billshould receive three several readings, and | 
on three different days, unless by the unanimous | 


cons-nt of the Senate. It was also, he said, the 
opinion of the Crair that a motion to suspend a 
rule must lie over, though the contrary, he admit- 
ted, was not without precedent. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentacky maintained that, by the 
Constituticn, each House had power to make its 


own rules, and that none of these rules could atany | 


time be beyond the power of the body. 

The PRESIDENT said that, in the present case, 
he had decided that it was so. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said, if the Crair de- 
cided that it was not ia the immediate power of the 
Senate to change any one of its rules, he now, 
though with great re!uctance, appealed to the Se- 
nate from that decision. : - 

Mr. C. after some farther remarks, subsequently 
wrote down his appeal, stating, in substance, that 
the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Cray} moved to 
Suspend the rule wich was thought to require a 
day’s notice o' any alteration in the rules, and also 
to suspend that further ru’e which required the 
three readings of a bi'l on three different days, un- 
Jess by unanimous consent; that the Cuar decided 
that this motion was not in order; and on this deei- 
sion the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] took 
an appeal, 

Mr. WRIGHT had no strong feeling on the sub- 
ject before them. He did not desire to be captious 
in legislation; but he wished the Senate to look at 
the situation in which it was placed. -A new bill, 
and one complicated in its, provisions, came from 
the House of Representatives, adopting former legis- 
lation as a part of sts subs'ance; and what were they 


told? Why, that that bill was to become one ef the , 


Jaws of the United States this day, or the most se- 
rious consequences, which gentlemen feelingly por- 
trayed, must ensue. Now be would ask gentlemen 
an the spirit of caador, if it was expected or be- 
lieved that a bill of this kind could take its second 
reading, pass into committee of the whole, be dis- 
cassed, amended, orderéd to a third reading, (and 
let ıt be remembered that when it comes toa third 
reading the same difficulty will occur as Row) and 
go back to theother House, be enrolled; sent to the 
President of the United States, aud returned by him 
with his signature, all in one day? Had any Sena- 
tor believed that ali this could be preformed be- 
tween this tine and twelve o’clock to-night, in the 
face of a fair, intelligent, and determined, though 
not a captious opposition? He could not believe 
it, aud he begged the Senate not to wipe out ils 
ruies with such little promise of utility. He knew 
that many members of the Senate were anxious, 
and honestly so, for the passage of the bill. For 
himseif, he differed with them, He did not believe 
in the abatement of suis woen the ciock strikes 
twelve to-night. He appealed to the Senate to say 
whether it was worth while to try to run these bills 
through in so hurried a. manner.. We know 
and see, continued. Mr. W. that it cannot be 
run through unresisted, ‘There was an opposition, 
though smalt, here, to a certain class ot these in- 
stituiions, but there-was none to a different class 
of them. I reference to sucha law as would 
save all the rights of these corporations, and enable 
them to wind up their affairs, he knew there would 
be no opposition to it. But in opposition to that 
' legislation which wouid contiaue to them the power 
to discount upon irredeemabie paper, there was a 
small but determined minority. He believed they 
could not make that bill a law to-night, if they 
were to wipe out every rule of the Senate; and a 
failure of one minute to them would be as fatal as 
the failure of a month. Then, said Mr. W. let us 
jook at this matter coolly. Let us act on it asa 


| let the sense of the Senate be taken. 
| little interest personally in this matter as any other 
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legislative body should—act eration? rightfully, 


et u with due deliberation. g 
Me CDA of Xlabama said he*’wished to sub- 
it a few remarks in reply to the Senator from 


New York. In regard to the effect on these corpo- 
rations, if they are not renewed, every lawyer must 


| be familiar with it. Are these like natural per- 


sons? No. They are created to exist for a certain 
period, and that existence, by limitation, termi- 
nates on to-morrow, How then can there be any 


will terminate with their corporate existence? There 
is no law to extend them for the collection of their 
debts, or any other] purpose whatever. He was 
wiiling, however, to meet the Senator ia that 
spirit of courtesy; for which he was happy to say 
he was distinguished. But did not even that Sena 
tor’s own statement show the necessity for doing 


| doubt that all their powers, as a corporate body, | 


sd 


something, and he wished to see the sense of the | 
Senate taken, whether they were disposed to con- `; 


tinue their charters for any purpose whatever. If 
restricted to winding up their affairs, be itso; but 
He had as 


Senator. He was not a stockholder in any bank 
of this District, or elsewhere; nor had he any thing 
to gain, or Jose, personally, by the result, whatever 
it misht be. 


Mr. C. said, he was satisfied the prevailing bank- | 
ing system was wrong in principle—it required | 


reformation—and on a proper occasion, he woald 
unite with other gentlemen, as far as might be in 
his power, to produce the necessary reform. He 
thought, however, that the present moment—in the 
midst of unusual pressure and embarrassment— 


was wholly inauspicious to any radical reform. , 


He said, let the difficulties of the present times pass 
by, and our accustomed prosperity return, and he 
would be ready to'act. 

Mr.C. said the present bill merely proposed to 
continue the existence of the present banks of the 
District, temporarily—expressly retaining the 
power in Congress to terminate their powers and 
privi'eges, whenever it might be deemed proper. 
Let it pass, and take up the subject, even at the 
next session, it gentlemen thought proper, and Mr. 
C. would acquiesce. But let us not hazard the 
consequences of putting an abrupt termination to 
the existence of all these institutions, at the same 
moment, without even the power to wind up their 
affairs. i 

Mr. TAPPAN observed that the appeal taken 
by the Senator from Kentucky was attempted. to 


be supported from ihe urgency of the case. It- 


was said that great injury would be done by ad- 
hering to the letter of the rules of former practice; 
and it was gravely stated here by men who pro- 


! fessed to be lawyers, that the suits now pending 
| between these several banks and other parties will 


be.abated, unless this or some similar bill passes. 
The proposition was here advanced that a suit at 
law, by or against a corporation, legally and pro- 
perly in court, and there pending, would be abated 
by the expiration of the time for which the charter 
was given. 


He had produced no instance of such abatement, 
nor could he produce any. The only instance in 
which a suit abates while pending, is by the act of 
the parties; such, for instance, as the marriage of 
a feme covert, when she abates it voluniarily. But 
as to corporations, he undertook to say, that suits 
in which they were concerned did not abate, and 
that the Senator was not sapported by any autho- 
rity in saying that they did. Thsn if no such con- 
sequence would foliow their omission te act upon 


this bill to-day, why did S:nators press it 
in, this very unusual manner, as even to 
è upon the body a disregard of its rules? 


Why might not this bill take the usua 
course? Was it of so much importance that 
these charters should be continued, that tke rules 
under which the Senate had been acting for so 
many years should be sponged out? There was a 
majority of the Senate in favor of continuing them, 
and a majority might resuscitate them, if they ex- 
pired to-night. He thought the minority had a 
right to require bills to be read three times, on three 
several days, in order that they might not be passed 


Now this was a new proposition, for ! 
which the gentleman cou'd produce no authority. | 


without sufficient deliberation; and in this case par- 
ticularly, a law with such complicated provisions 
should not be hurried through in the manner pro- 
posed. There was no necessity for it, and he hoped 
that it would not be done. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana here called Mr. Tappan 
to order, for digressing from the question immedi- 
ately before the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT said, the question simply 
was: “Shall the decision of the Cuar stand as the 
order of the Senate?” This was the simple ques- 
tion to be discussed; but he had not interrupted the 
Senator from Ohio, because other gentlemen had 
taken the same latitude in debate. 

Mr. TAPPAN. Then if we are not to go into 


: the why and wherefore we should rescind these 


rules, the whole debate is out of order. Every 
man looking at the rules must see that the decision 
of the Curate is correct. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky wished to make a few 


; remarks in reply to the Senator from New York, 
: (Mr. Wricut.] The Senator, whose course in de- 


bate was always characterized by courtesy and de- 
coram, had not confined himself as closely as he 
usually does to the question before the Senate. What 
we will do with this bill when it is taken up, is a 
question behind and beyond the one now before us. 
What we have to deside is the simple question of 
an appeal from the decision of the Cmar; and he 
begged Senators to notice that that was a question 
between the rules of the Senate and the Constitn- 
tion of the United States. Tne rules of the Senate 
were simp'y acopted for the government of the 
body. He agreed with the Crair that they were a 
barrier for the protection of the rights of the mi- 
nority; and he was glad to see him and other pre- 
sidiug officers rallying in.defence of the rights of 
the minority, From the circumstances of the case, 
however, one day's notice could not be given in the 
present instance: the neces:ity had arisen within 
two hours. He had no doubt whatever of the 
power of the Senate to saspend or alter their rules 
at pleasure, and thonght the present one of the 
cases which would justify the exercise of it. 

‘Mr/CALHOUN earnestly opposed the suspen- 
sion of the rale. It was the most important of 
their rules; and if it was not adhered to, they 
would be left to the mere.discretion of the majority, 
for the time being. l 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut would make but a 
single remark. Mach stress has been laid upon 
the power possessed by us to change our rules. 
Now he would like to know what a rule was good 
for if at any moment it could be got rid of by the 
vote of a majority? What is it worth ifat any time 
it can be wiped out and expunged from oar re- 
cords? We all know that a majority governs in- 
deliberative bodies, and the oniy protection that a 
minority has‘ from the impulses of the majority, is 
tbe rules that have been adopted for their govern- 
ment; and if these rules are to be subject to the 
will ofthe majority they are without any defence 
whatever. 

Mr. LINN recollected the case mentioned by the’ 
Senator from Mississippi, and it was one in which 
he and that gentleman took a deep interest. Mr. 
Mangum of North Carolina objected to the suspen- 
sion of the rules, and he believed there was not an` 
individual present who believed that it couldfbe 
done except by unanimous consent. The deep in- 
terest felt in the subject by the people of his State 
induced him to make an appeal to the Senator 
from North Carolina, which had the effect of in- 
duci zpi to withdraw his oijeoiong 
emarks were here made bY the CHAIR 
and Messrs. WRIGHT, CLAY of Kentucky, and 
MOUTON, respecting the form in which the mo- 
tion was put, when Mr. CLAY having modified 


Mr. WRIGHT said he was willing to test the’ 
question on the resolution as now submitted by the 
Senator, though it varied from that which he first 
offered. By a rule of the Senate all motions must 
lie over one day for consideration, unless by una- 
nimous consent the rule is dispensed with. 

Mr. DAVIS said he was as little disposed as any 
one to needlessly change useful rules, but he con- 
sidered the present a case of emergency. He though; 
that the Senator from New York had hit the mar, 


pw of the matter in his last remarks. The 26th 
mle says, that resolutions when submitted, mast 
jig one day before they can be acted on. But was 
ı mere motion to amend the rules a reso‘ution 
within the meaning of the term, as contended for by 
he Senator from New York, and as implied by the 
decision of the Crair? He differed in opinion with 
wth the Senators, and considered it no more a re- 
glution than the motion to take-up a bill or amend 
a bill which is before us, which are made and acted 
on instanter. Holding this opinion, he felt at per- 
fect liberty to vole for suspending the rules. 

Mr. STRANGE said he would vote to support 
the decision of the Crair, It had been asserted 
that there was no rule bearing upon the motion to 
suspend the rule, requiring any two several read- 
ings of a bill to take place on two several days, ex- 
cept by unanimous conseat. It wasconceded there 
was a rule requiring resolutions to lie over one day 
for consideration; but it was insisted this rule did 
not apply to the present motion, because it is not a 
jesolation. The premises are wrong, (said Mr. 
Srranae,) and therefore the conclusion drawn from 
them is unsupported. Every action of this body is 
aresolution. Even when you pass a bill, that ac- 
tion, carried out into technical parlance, is, 
“wy it was resolved that the bill do pass.” Resolu- 


| 


tion is, in fact, the only way by which a collective | 


bedy can act. If, therefore, the Senate determines 
to suspend a rule, that determination must be ex- 
pressed by resolution. ‘Lhe rule, therefore, that a 
tesolution must lie over one day for consideration, 
interposes an insuperable obstacle to its own imme- 
diate reversal or suspension. But the high ground 
is assumed that the Senate derives from the Con- 
sitation power to adopt rules for its own govera- 
ment, and that from the same source it derives the 
power of altering them at pleasure. This is all 
ioe. Bat there are principles even above the 
Constitation, of which the Cunstitution can neither 
command nor authorize the violation. Tae 
great principle of fidelity to a compact so- 
maly made by those who have the right to 
make it, is one of these. When we met here 
ut the beginning of this session, we adopted the 
mles lying upon our table, which were, in fact, a 
compact entered into by us, each with the other, that 
ifter that manner business would be conducted; 
and one part of the compact was that these rules 
should not be changed, but upon one day’s notice. 
The Constitution, in authorizing us to make rules, 
gave us the power to form this compact: we have 
nade ių and it should be held sacred. i 


But it is said a great public necessity exists—a | 
essing crisis; and that all these formal arrange- | 


nents must yield to it. Sır, this isa most alarming 
poposal. Whatare rales worth? They are mace 
check. the rashness and injostice of those who 
night be disposed to indulge them, in a moment cf 
power. If they, then, are to judge when a neces- 
tity exists for dispensing with rules, this necessity 
vill always be found simultaneously with the con- 
siousness of their restraining influence. State 
heeessity is the plea of tyrants; and it matters little 
whether tyranny is exercised by one or the many. 
Biate necessity justified Bonaparte, in the height of 
his power, in his own eyes, in dissolving the most 
sacied compact into which two human beings can 

enter, His example cannot in this country be fol- 
lowed in the fact, but it can in the principle. I 

hope the Senate will pause ere it sets so dangerous 

an example. By doing so, it “will but teach bloody 

instructions,” which, being taught, will certain!y 

“return to plague the inventors.” Gentlemen on 

the other side of the House look forward to the 

triumph of the advocates of power; l:t us not leave 

behind os a precedent which may justify aay in- 

justice with which, in their day of power, they may 

think proper to visit us. I am inclined to favor the 

bill which came from the House; but I cannot 

break down agreat principle to accomplish even 

What I think might in itself be useful. 

Mr. WALL said that the question which the Se- 
nate was ca'led on to decide, was upon the appeal! 
of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] from 
the decision of the Cmar. We are not to deter- 
Mine what the rule ought to be, but what itis. If 
the Cmare has rightly interpreted the rule, his 
Mion must be sustained. What is the decision 


| 
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appealed from? That the resolution offered by the 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. Cuay] does come 
within the twenty-sixth rule of the Senate, which, 
afier specifying particular reso'utions, deciares, 
tand all cther resolutions shali lie -on the table 
one day for consideration.” It is now said that 
this is not a resolution, but a motion. The whole 
question depénds on the accuracy of this distinc- 
tion. What is a motion in parliamentary lan- 
guage? A motion applies to the incidental proceed- 
ings of the Senate, under the rales, in its ordinary 
legislative or Senatorial duties. It relates to the con- 
duct of business, adjourhments, and other incidental 
matters, regulated by theexpress rales adopted by 
the Senate or by general parliamentary law. It is 
the act of a member, and may be or may hot be 
put to the Senate fur their action. It may never 
reach the Senate. 

A resolution, however, is the act of the Senate, 
designed, in its inception, for its aceton, and is uni- 
form, as well as the mode‘by which it acts. In 
page 146 of the rules adopted by the Senate for 
their government, it is said, “facets, principles, and 
their own opinions and purposes, are expressed in 
the form of resolutions.” Tue Senate can only 
act by resolution, or order. When it commands, it 
is called an order. No one can doubt that the 
object of the honorable Senator is to procure the 

} Senate to resolve to rescind or suspend the iwenty- 

| sixth role. -We adopt rules by resolution; we sus- 
pend or réscind-them in the same way. The Con- 
stitution declares that teach House may determine 
the rules of its proceedings.” The Senate has de- 
termined its rules; it has determined that it shall 
be a rule of its proceedings that no role shall be 
changed, no resolation shall be acted on, without 
lying “on the table oneday for consideration,” for 
examination, for deliberation, fur action. It is true 
that we may change the rules, whenever we see 
proper, but we must change them according to the 
regulations of the rules which exist. We cannot 
effect it by disregarding all the rules whenever we 
see proper to abolish them in any way, and at any 
time, and the majority have an ebject to aceom- 
plish, that cannot be reached in any other way. 

In my opinion, the decision of the ‘Crate is cor- 
rect. I cannot sustain the appeal. I look upon 
this rnle as a conservative rule—conservative of the 

| rights of the minority, and of the rights of the peo- 

| ple. It isa barrier against impulsive legislation, 
aiways dangerous, and frequently tyrannical. 
There is no necessity for this precipitate action 
which rides triamphant {over all the rales” which 
the wisdom or the Senate has provided for its deco- 
Tum and the best security of the rights of ‘all. The 
banks can tak2 care of themselves, even if their 
charters ‘expite, by proper conveyances. 

Mr. WALKER said: The gentlemen who are 
opposed to the decision of the Crair, perceived the 
position in which they were placed, and endeavored 
to escape from it by assuming the ground that the 
qnestion before them was not a resolution. Now, 
he desired to know whether a resolution had not 
been offered by the Senator from Alabama to sus- 


| pend one of the rules of the Senate. When that 


resolution should be acted upon, would it not be 
acted upon asa resolution, and when it should be 
entered by the Secretary, would it not be recorded 
as a resolution adopted by the Senate? Ia what 
other form could it appear upon the journal thaa 
as a resolution offzred by the Senator from Alaba- 
ma and adopted by the Senate? and'not only would 
it appear in that form if adop‘ed, but it could ap- 
pear in no other without falsifying the journal. 
‘What is the work in which we are now engaged? 
We are told that we are in the exercise of one of the 
powers given us by the Constitutioa—that of mak- 
ing rules for the government of our preceedings. 
Now, can the Senate make rules except by resolu- 
tion? Where are all the rules contained in the 
books on our tables? Were they not made by reso- 
lution? If ihe Senate adopts this resolution, can it 
change it in any other manner than in the form 
in which it is adopted? If the Senate declares 
that such and such shall be the form of its 
proceedings—that a bill shall be read three times 
on three several days before its final passage— 
that is a resdélution of the Senate in form and 
manner prescribed by the Constilation, and we 


; manner. 


1 after a full argument. 
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cannot change cr nullify i: except in the same 
manner. Why, sir, et us look atthe conse- 
quences that will follow from adopting ‘the oppo- 
site course. Jf you can change any one rale of- 
the body without a recolation, you can change the 
whole. If you can rescind one by a resolution, 
you can rescind all. If you can suspend one, you 
can suspend all. And, sir, ycu cannot only change, 
rescind, and suspend the ru’es, but you can adopt 
new ones, and declare that it is not done by resolu- 
tion. For what porpose is your presiding officer 
placed in his seat? It isnot to make or to change 
rules, but to carry into execution such as he finds 
on the record. Well, sir, he finds that one of the 
rules requires that every bill passed by the boty 
shall have been read three tines on three several 
days; and another rule that requires each resolu- 
tion that is offered to ‘lie one day for consideration, 
neither of which rules can be dispensed with but: by 
the unanimous consent of the body. Can he change 
these rules? If an effort is made to disregard them, 
what must be his decision? He mus! decide as 
he has done, for he is placed in the chair for the 
express purpose of earrying out the rules, and for 
no other. A resolution has been offered by the Se- 
nator from Alabama to change the rule which re- 
quires a bill to be read three times on three several 
days. This the presiding officer finds to be a reso- 
lation which, under another rule of the Senate, is 
required to lie one day for consideration. Is he 
to carry out that rule, or is he to réseind it? . If a 
resolution, adopted by ihe Senate for the govern- 
ment of ‘its proceedings, can be changed every day 
by a majority of the Senate, then we have not -the 
power to adopt the resolution now in force—and 
gentlemen who contend that the rale must be disre- 
garded, must also ¢ontend that the resolution is a 
violation of the Consttution. The Constitution is 
intended as a safeguard for the rights of the mino- 
rity in many cases. 

The Constituticn cannot be changed but by a 
vote of threr-fourths o? the S.ates, and one of its 
provisions, as to the equal representation of all the 
States in the Senate, can te change! only by the 
consent of all the States. Gentlemen say that the 
rule is despotic and arbitrary, because it takes 
power from the hands of the majority. Sir, the 
Constitution was intended to take power from the 
hands of the majority, in many cases; and the rules 
of the Senate were intended, in this instance, for the 
same purpose; and the very absence of this power 
on the part of the mijority, and the very existence 
of this right on the part of the minority, was in- 
tended to preserve the liberty of the country. For 
what purpose was this resolution that we are now 
debating intended? It was intended as a safe- 
guard for. the liberty or the people—that the acts of 
Congress, which are to act compulsorily on the 
people of the whole Union, shonid not be harried 
through without the necessary deliberation. It was 
intended as a safeguard for the rights and liberties 
of the minority that this tremendous power of 
making laws which are to bind the whole Union, ` 
should not be exercised in a hurried or impetuous 
It wes intented that the votes of those 
who are to pass these laws should be given not 
only with sufficient deliberation of several days, but 
He was opposed to making 
this change, and pointed out the dangers that would 
result from it jasi at the close of the sessions of 
Congress, when bo'h Houses were thin and when 
bills of the most exceptionable character could thus 
in a few moments be rushed through both Houses 
of Congress. The rule was a salutary one, and 
should be enforeed. Mr. W. said he recollected a 
bill in which ke felt the deepest interest and on 
which he made this very motion to suspend the rules. 
Objection was made by a Senator from North Ca- 
rolina, not now in his seat, and was sustained 
by the Cran, when he reluctantly wihdrew 
his motion, believing that the pal was lost, 
Toae Senatcr from North Carolina, however. 
at the solicitation of his friend from Missouri, 
withdrew his moticn, and the bill was suffcred to 
be sent to the President for his signatare. Well, 
sir, said Mr. W. learning wisdom by experience, 
on the 13ih of October, 1837, I gave notice tbat I 


would move to suspend th: rule, and on the 14h] 


made ths motion as foliows: 


Cnet X eS | 


806 


«Mr. Waker submitted the following motion, 


agreed to: 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and | (ues 


u Resolved, That the sixteenth and seventeenth : 


joint rales be suspended for the remainder of the 
present called session. 
*“Ordered, That the Secretary request the con- 
currence of the House of Representatives therein.” 
Then, sir, upon that question, there was not one 


single Senator, as far as my knowledge extends, , 


who believed that, without unaaimous consent, the - 


rules could be changed without “the one day’s no- | 


tice which had been given in that case. The Se- 
nator from Missouri and myself were exceedingly 


anxious that this rule should be suspended to per- ` 
mit that particular bill to be presented to the Pre- - 


sident—yet there was not a single Senator that 
had a doubt of the correctness of the decision of the 
Cuan. 


Under these circamstances, I shall vote for sus- | 


taining the decision of the Cna. If there is a bill 
brought forward to permit these corporations to sue 
and be sued, (such a one as was presented by the 
Senator from Ohio,) I will cheerfally support it. 
If the object is to get up such a bill, I venture to 
assert that there would be no objection on this side 
of the chamber. 

Mr. WHITE said that the rules of the Senate 
were adopted every session, and the same power 
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ward a measure of this kind, and he would ensure 


Mr. ENDERSON said that, upon in- 
vèstigation, he was convinced the decisioun of the 
Crain was a correct one, and that the resolution 
must lie over one day, unless unanimous consent 
was- given to its consideration at the present time. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he felt bound to 
state, that, from a further examination; he was 
convinced that the motion made by him was un- 
tenable, and from a sense of duty to the body 
he felt constrained to withdraw it. He could 
not, however, agree in the opinion expressed by the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. WaLL] that no ia- 
jury could result to these institutions, or to the 
community, by not acting on this bill to-day; but 
however much he might deprecate the result, bis 
sense of duty compelled him to withdraw the mo- 
tion he had made. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky: Then I renew it. 

Mr. TAPPAN demanded the ayes and noes. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky then modified his mo- 
tion in tae following wards: 

“A motion was made by Mr. Cray of Kentucky to suspend 


| act tu continue the corporate existence of certain banks in the 

Jistrict of Columbia,’ receive its second and third reading 
to-day. 

“The PaesipENt pro tempore decided that the motion was out 


which adopted, could modify or abrogate them at | 


its pleasure. 
discussien that the rules of the body were designed 
for the protection of the minority. This he denied. 
The proiection thus afforded was only incidental. 
They were framed for the regulation of our 
G, Mr. ALLEN said that the charters of all thése 
banks expired prior to the 4th of Jaly, 1840. On 


the 3ist day of May, 1838, the Congress of the | 


pr 
ceedings and the guidance of vur presiding oficer $ 


It had been frequently asserted in the = 


United States extended their then unexpired charters | 


tothe 4th of July, 1840, upon three conditions: 
“Provided (reading from the law] that said banks, 
each for itself, ‘shall conform to the following con- 


ditions.” The third condition was, that they should | 


resume specie payments on or before the first day | 


of January, 1839, or sooner, if the principal banks | 


of Maryland and Virginia should resume before 
that day. This was the condition precedent, which 
was not fulfilled. The banks had expired under 


the limitations of their charters. They could de- | 
rive life from no other circumstance bat by compli- , 
ance with the three conditions imposed on them by | 


Congress. There was not a lawyer in existence 
who, if asked whether these banks were in legal 


existence, would not be compelled in his conscience : 
These things had : 
‘| should be taken up and acted on as any member of 
the Secre- | 
tary of *the Treasury had laid on their ta- | 
bles the statement of that fact, they came . 


to answer that they were net. i 
passed over, and though the banks were notorious- 
ly in a state of suspension, and 


before Congress asking for more charters, and to 
legalize their violations of the law. Nowif this 


bill was only for the purpose of saving and en- | 
forcing the obligations of their debtors, no objec- | 
tion would be made on tat side of the chamber to : 
the rapidity with which it was proposed to hurry it : 


through both Houses of Congress; but it was pro- 
posed to do an act 


the Senate. 


House; and he now said to its friends, that if they 


would present a joint resolution to give these banks | 
:| several gentlemen who had eddressed the Senate 
jn the course of this debate, and especially to the. 


any time they*pleased to wind up their concerns, to 


save their suits from abatement, but withholding . 
the power if issuing notes and banking, he would | 
. It was to save the rights . 
If gentlemen were | 
_gerious in their desire to save the rights of those | 


make no objection to it. 
‘of others that he thus acted. 


banks, and they believed that that could only be 
done by passing a law to-day, let them bring for- 


that the annals of no legislative | 
body on earth furnished a parallel for, and in | 
doing so to disregard one of the solemn rules cf | 
If this were a question of peace or : 
war, to defend the country from threatened inva- | 
sion, greater hurry could not be made; but it was | 
‘to charter banks that were existing contrary to law, | 
to legalize their irredeemab'e paper, and turn them ` 
“Joose on the country to inflict what injuries their : 
avarice and cupidity might devise. It was the , 
‘banking feature of this bill which induced him to ` 
raise his voice to arrest its passage through the : 


“From that decision Mr. Cray of Kentusky appealed.” 


T. WALKER begged leave to make 


stion. The object was to continue the charters of ! 
these corporations, for the purpose of winding up | 


their concerns, and enable them to maintain suits. 
Now, so far from objecting to a bill sach as this, he 
was in favor of it. It was precisely such a resolu- 
tion as was offered by the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. 
Tappan,} and which was voted down by the adop- 
tion of a substitute. Though he had no right to 
speak for others, he thought he could say that if 
such a resolution as that should be offered, no ob- 
jection would be made to it on this side of the 
House. Then if this great injury was to occur, of 
which gentlemen spoke, why not pass such a reso- 
lution now? It could be done in ten minutes. He 
hoped that if Senators thought that this great in- 
jury was to occur from the want of action of the 
Senate upon this day, they would bring forward 
such a resolution, and that it would be permitted to 

by unanimous consent. 

. NORVELL demanded the yeas and nayson 


ppeal; which were ordered. ` 
Mr. CLAYTON said, as it was probable in this 
vote hè would act in opposition to that portion of 
the Senate with whom he generally acted, he would 
state in a few words the considerations which gc- 
verned his vote. He was as anxious that this bill 


the Senate; but this he felt to be impracticable at 
the present moment. The Senate can only act by. 
order or resolution, and resolutions are moved and 
seconded by individual Senators. The act of the 
individual is a motion, but by the action of the Se- 
nate itis a resolution, and is so entered on your 
journals. It was therefore palpable that the 
motion of the Senator from Kentucky was a resolu- 
tion, within the meaning of the term, and that con- 
sequently, under the rule, it must lie over. Mr. 
C. proceeded to show that if the charters of these 
insti.utions were not renewed or prolonged to day, 
they mast necessarily be defanct; and with a view 
of avoiding the inconvenience and distress to which 
such an event would subject many of the ct- 
tizens of the District, he hoped the proposition 
of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. ALLEN] could be 
acceded to. There was a strong disposition mani- 
fest in various parts of the Senate to carry this 
bill; bat if there was a majority of four-fiiths in its 
favor, it was in the power of the ntinority, and 
would certainly be defeated. 

Mr. BENTON observed that be had listened 
with great attention to what had fallen from the 


gentleman who spoke last [Mr.Ciayron}] whose 
remarks he had heard with great satisfaction. He 
looked upon the present motion as revolutionary 
and disorganiziag in its character, and as going to 
the dissolution of the Senate. HeJooked upon it 
(if it should be adopted) as the mere whim of the 


+ the 26th rule of the Senate so far as to let the bill, entitled ‘An i 


of order, and could not be received and acted on sik > i 
e sug- 


nn ee aa: 


moment of the majority for the time being, ang 
do what was proposed tobe done, would be Ay 
ducing themselves to a mere club to act as i 
pleased at its own will. He had sat silent and 
looked upon the progress of the bill with great 
-confidence that it covld not succeed; and the lon er 
it continued the farther gentlemen would be from 
the object they had in view. He looked upon the 
consequences of chartering these banks as nothin 
compared with the effect that the violation of their 
rules and proceedings would have upon their owg 
character and conduct. Should they decide that 
the majority for the time being should do what it 
pleased, without regard to iheir rules of proceedings 
wherein would they differ from the French Na. 
tional Qonvention? Did they not know how this 
body proceeded? [Here Mr. B. quoted some his. 
torical facts showing how it, in repeated instances, 
violated every principle of law and justice.] 

We do not, said Mr. B. propose to come to these 
hold results, but we propose to rush on with the 
rapidity of the French National Covention, sponge 
out the rules, and enable a majority for the time 
being to do what it pleases. This would be bad 
enough when the Senate was full; bat how would 
it be at the end of the session, with a bare quorum 


|; of twenty-seven members present? Then tourteen 
! would be a majority sufficient, according to the 
| doctrines maintained here to-day, to sponge out 


all the rules which regulated the proceedings of the 
body. He was glad io see the stand taken against 
the motion, axd was proud to hear what had fallen 
from the Senator from Delaware on the subject. 
Now one word as to the bill before them. The 
whole idea cf forcing it through in this hurried 
manner was farcical in the extreme. He felt him- 
self to be good for one half of the time that was yet 
left, and there were Senators enough pear him who 
would rot fail in doing their part. If the Senate 
would act up to its own gravity and take up the 
proposition that had been made to enable these 
banks to wind up their concerns without bankiag 
or issuing notes, itcould be done in ten minutes; 
but the idea of forcing them through in the manner 
proposed was laughable in the extreme. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana briefly assigned his rea- 
sons why he should vote to sustain the appeal from 
the decision of the Cmar, and the question being 
taken, shall the decision of the Crain be sustained 
as the opinion of the Senate, it was decided in the 
affirmative—-ayes 24, noes 8, as follows), 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Oal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Fulton, Hem 


derson, Hubbard, Lion, Lumpkin, Mouton, Ni- 
‘ cholas, Norvell, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Com 


«necticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Ta ; 
i , ’ ppan, 


alee Williams, and Wright—24, 


Walker, 


NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Davis, 
Dixon, Huntington, Porter, Smith of Indiana, 
thard, and White—8. so 


Mr. WRIGHT, to show that he had no disposi- 
tion to forfeit the rights of these institutions, would 
make a proposition that he hoped would be accepta- 
ble to the Senate. It was this: if the Senate would 
agree to strike out all of the bill as it came from 
the House, after the first proviso, it would be per- 
fectly agreeable to him, and he believed to a ma- 
jority of the Senate, and he would withdraw all 
objection to it. 

Here the Seeretary read the part of the bill pro 
posed by Mr. Waicur, as follows: i 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- ` 


tatives, §c. That the provisions, restrictions, and 


pean ae 


enactments of the act of Congress of the 25th , 


May, 1838, entitled “An act to extend the charter 
of the Union Bank of Georgetown, in the District, 
of Columbia,” be, and the same are hereby ex- 


tended to the Farmers’ and Mechanics ‘Bank of +: 


Georgetown, the Bank of Metropolis, the Bank of 
Washington, the Patriotic Bank of Washington; 
the Bank of the Potomac, and the Farmers’ Bank 


of Alexandria; Provided, That whenever in the - 


original act the Ist of July, 1838, occars, it shall be 
so construed as to mean the 4th of July, 1840; 


and whenever the Ist of July, 1842, occurs, itsball - 


be construed to mean the 4ih of July, 1844. 
Mr. ALLEN objected to the second reading, 
unless gentlemen on the other side would give & 


ara 
pledge to strike out that portion of the bill which 


continued the banking privileges. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said h- would never | 


gonseat to surrender his independence as a legisla- 
wr by any promise or bargain of this kind. He 
goold not consen: te any arrangement which would 
pstrict t^e Senate before the bill was open for dis- 
cession acd amendmen!, 

Mr. ALLEN said he must persist in his objec- 
tons. If gentlemen were serious in their desire 
wsave these banks from the consequences which 
hey predicted, they ought to accept his proposition. 
K they would not, on them would rest the respon- 
sibility. 

Mr. WALKER suggested to the Senator from 
Ohio, thatas the same question would come up 
ca the third reading of the bill; that is, that 
itcou‘d not be read a third time witheut unanimous 
consent, that his friend from Ohio would withdraw 
his objections now, and let the bill go to a second 
reading, when he could submit such amendments 
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But he wished that result to proceed from the en- 
lightened action of public opinion, and not to be con- 


summated ia opposition to that opinion. He believed 


` public opinion was tending that way, and when it 


reached the point he should be gratified. But in 


the mean time in legislating for this District, which | 
was the on'y legislation he could be called upon to | 
make on the subject, a District which has no Re- ; 
presentative of its own, inspiret with the feelings ; 


and opinions of his immediate constituents, he felt 
that a parental tenderness should be extended to- 
wards it; and that legislation apon it should be, as 


| far as possible, ia conformity to the sense of its 
' own community; at any rate, that it should not 


ashe thooght proper. If he could not succeed in . 
petting sach amendments as would render the bill ; 


seeeptable to him, he could then raise the same ob- 


jetion to the third reading, and the bill could not | 


be passed to a third reading, except by unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. CALHOUN presumed there was no one 
bere opposed to a bill giving to these institutions 
the power of collecting their debts and winding up 
their affairs in the easiest possible mode to them- 
selves and their debtors, and he therefore hoped 
the gentieman from Ohio would consent to let the 
bill be read a second time. 
the gentleman's power t 


It was just as much in , 
Trest the bill at its third | 


reading as now, and he could do so should he fail : 


ia getting the amendments he proposed. 
rif be never would agree to extend the chariers of 
saspended banks, but he was perfectly wilting to 


For him- ' 


give them every reasonable facility for winding up | 
their affairs. Farther, he would not extend the : 


charters of banks of circulation. He believed that 
they [Congress] were the wustees for preserving 
the carrency established by the Constitution, and 
that the chartering of banks of circulation would be 
inconsistent with their duty. There was one of 
thee banks, he anderstood, that paid specie, and he 
would be willing to recharter it, provided it was to 
bea bank of discount, deposite, and exchange on- 
ly, and not of circalation. He believed it would 
bemore profitable to the banking institutions to 


tondoet their business in this manner, and that it ° 


would be a great blessing to the people of this 
country when their banking institutions were con- 
feed to the business of discounts, depcsi'es and ex- 

, without the power of issuing bank notes. 


4 Mt. STRANGE said, he regretted the position - 


2 


m which the Senate was placed, and the consequent 
nischiefs wih which others were threatened. As 
sitters stood, a single gentleman had it in his 
power to prevent the farther progress of the bill, 


va which a motion has recently been pending fora ` 


sweond reading, and the whole of one side of the 
chamber should not be held reponsible for the acts 
of a few of its members. 


Whether those few mem- ; 


bers acted well or wisely in resisting the apparent © 


wishes of a large portion of the body,it was forfthem to 
decide; but if they were wrong, he thought thore gen- 
men on the other side, who violently declined all 
compromise, were equally so. The business of 
life ean be conductei only by compromise, and he 
hoped gentlemen would yet listen to the suggestions 
of prudence. \ He, for one, as he had before said, 
was favorable to relieving the District banks; and 
if relief could not be obtained to the full extent, he 


avoid the confasion into which debts dae to and 
from them, and property held by them, might be 
Yhrown, and the injustice consequent thereon. 


these banks had subjected him to the charge of in- 
consistency. He had seen it in the papers, he had 
heard it in this chamber. He cared not for such 

, but wished to explain his real position. 
It was no friendship for banks or bank paper that 
prompted his vote. He was as hostile to banks of 


- ine as any member of that body, and he hoped to 


xe ihe day when no bank of issue would exist. 


He | 
was aware that his vote on the bill in relation to | 


| 
| 
| 


be subjected to inconveniences or privations, real or 
imaginary, for which public opinion in the sur- 


rounding communities was not prepared; that a - 


gentle and not a rough hand should be extended in 


_ healing its ills. Public opinion in Virginia and 


Maryland is not yet prepared for dispensing with 


bank paper. Abolish banks in this District, and it 
will be flooded with bank paper from Virginia and 
Maryland. If it must have bank paper, while it 
suffers the evil let it have the profit. But again: 
wind up these banks suddenly, and you will have 
the whole property of the District brought immedi- 
ate!y under execution and monepolized at once by 
a few moneyed men. By waiting for the steady 
advance of public opinion, this District will get rid 
of the evils of banking pari passu with the rest of 
the Union, and will not be subjected to the distress- 


ing convulsions which all sudden changes produce, | 


r. HUBBARD said as there seemed to be no 
probabilny of being.able to agree on any measure 
relative to the banks, he hoped they would take up 
the bill to prevent frauds on the revenge 


r eva bensficial in the end such changes may be. 
M 


Mr. WALKER concurred in many of the re- | 
marks of the Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. | 


Srranor,} and should vote against taking up the bill 
named by the Senator from New Hampshire, and 
agaiost any bill till this was disposed of. He 
should not vote for the recharter of any bank of 


issue, and in saying so he had no. particular refe- , 
rence to the institutions now before them. His | 
reasons grew out of the evils of the system. But | 


while he would not vote for banks of issue, he 
would vote for banks of discount, deposite, and 
exchange, and this he had stated on a previous occa- 
sion. But the question was not now whether they 
should charter banks of issue or not. 
was upon enabling these corporations to collect 


their debtaand wind up their affairs. This was the : 
amount of the proposition of the Senator from New , 
York,and the same proposition had been made by tbe | 
He believed | 
that without the pledges that had been required by | 


Senator from Ohio, and voted down. 


the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Arten] this was the 
course that would’ be taken by a majority of the 


e; 1 
SMr NORVELL moved to adjourn. Negatived 


as follows: 


_ YEAS“Messrs. Allen, Clay of Kentucky, | 
Lumpkin, Nicholas, Norvell, Roane, Robinson, | 
Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Wall, White, Wil- | 


liams, Wright, Young—14. - 


MAY3—Messrs. Benton, Cathoun, Clay of Ala- | 
bama, Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Fuiton, Henderson, | 


Hebbard, Huntington, King, Knight, Linn, Mou- 


ton, Porter, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Stange, | 


Stargeon, Walker—20. 


A desultory conversation now took place, chiefly | 
on the question whether all the powers and liabili- ; 
ties of the banks would irretrievably expire at | 


bor 


The question . 


midnight with their charters; when, there appear- | 


was willi ite i ing . ing to be a general understanding that a bill to ex- 
to eile oa orivilege Te metre. Beeston tend the charters of the banks merely to enable them 


ind up their affairs would not be opposed— 

r. BENTON, by consent, introduced a joint 
resolution continuing the charters of the District 
banks for the sole purpose of winding up their af- 
fairs; which resolution having been read twice 
without dissent— 


Mr. HUBBARD moved to amend it by substi- | 


tuting for it the former portion of the bill from the 
Honse, simply putting the bank; on a footing with 
the Union Bank of Georgetown, as before proposed 
by Mr. Wriaar. 


| Mr. CLAY of Kentucky moved to add the latter 


portion of the bill from the House, whith pro- 
vided for the extènsion of their charters. 

Several Senators now insisted on an adjourn- 
ment, which was moved by Mr. ALLẸN and ne- 
gatived—ayes 13, noes 24, as alongs 

_YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, “Lion,” Lump- 
kin, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Smith 
ot Connecticut, Tappan, Wall, Williams, and 
Wright—13. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Dixcn, Fulton, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, Huntington, Knight, Nicholas, 
Phelps, Porter, Roane, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, ores Sturgeon, Walker, While, and 

ng—21. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky then withdrew his 
amendment. 

The amendment of Mr. Hussard was agreed to, 
and the resolution in this form was ordered to be 
engrossed. 

Mr. CLAY remarked, in the way of mora! reflee- 
tion, that the Senate had been in the merning 
charged with legislating too fast; and they had 
then spent the day, till six o’clock, in discussing a 
question of order; and yet a bill had been intro- 
duced, read a first, second, and third time, and 
passed, and all this in the course of fifteen minutes. 

Mr. WALL. That shows what can be done by 
concession and goed feeling. 

The resolution was then read a third time and 
passed, and sent to the House for.comcurrente. 

The Senate then adjourtied:\ 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Farpay, July 3, 1840. 

Mr. TRIPLETT wished to offer a resolution, 
which was read for information, about the expenses 
of the war in Florida, the number of troops em- 
ployed, &c. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected. 

Mr. TRIPLETT moved to suspend the rules, 
but, at the suggestion of the Crain, withdrew his 
motion for the present. 

Mr. JENIFER wished to have 5,000 extra copies 


trade, printed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected; and - 

Mc. J. did not move a suspension; so the motion 
was not agreed to; but, Mr. P. at length consenting 
to withdraw, the printing was ordered.. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to prolong the charters of the 
BANKS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
And the pending question being on the adoption of 
the following amendment offered by Mr. Unprr- 
woop of Kentucky, as modified, 

Provided further, That if the said banks or any 
or either of them, shall within ninety days from 
and after the passage of this act resume specie 
payments, then the said banks, or such of them as 
shall have resumed, shall be entitled to all the rights 
and privileges conferred by their present charters, 
until the 4th day of July, 1842, unless Congress 
shall at any time otherwise direct; but if such 
bank or banks so resuming shail at any time after 
such resumption again suspend specie payments, 
or refuse to pay any of their notes or obligations in 
specie, then such suspension or refusal shall ope- 
rate as a forfeiture of their respective charters, ex- 
cept for the purpose of winding up their affairs un- 
der the provisions and restrictions contained in this 
act; and provided, further, that in all cases where 
the said banks, or either of them, thereafter refuse 
payment of any of their notes or obligations, there 
shall be a summary remedy therefor, before any 
justice or judge having jurisdiction of the case, 
on five days’ notice, wherein there shall be no su- 
persedeas, stay of execution, injunction, or certio- 
rari allowed, nor any appeal, except upon an affi- 
davit of merits by the president, cashier, or di- 
rectors. 

Src. 2. Be it further enacted, That if the president 
and directors of either of said banks shall violate 
the provisions aforesaid, they and each of them 
shall be fined in a sum not less than one hundred 
nor more than one thousand dollars for every of- 
fence, to be recovered by presentment or indict- 
ment in any court ¿f record having jurisdiction 
thereof, 


ne eel 


of a certain document, in relation to the tobacco ` 
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Mr. WELLER, being entitled to the floor, made 
a very powerful and animated speech ım opposi- 
tion to the bull, and in an exposure of the frauds of 
the banks. 

Mr. GRINNELL followed in support of the 
banks, and, ia the course of bis remarks, thought 
proper to put several questions to his colleague, 
Mr. Vanbrrroot, in relation to his views regarding 
the issue of small bills. 

Mr. VANDERPOOL did not choose to be thus 
eatechized. He would answer his constituents, 
and them only when they thonght proper to ask 
such questions. He was happy!to say that he 

had no “conscience keeper,” and would be ever 
` ready to give a reply when called upon by those 
who hed the right to pat such interrogatories. 

Mr. PETRIKIN obj-cted to one gentleman put- 
ling questions to another all the while he was 
making a speech. 

After Mr. Gannett had concluded, 

_. Mr. COST JOHNSON demanded the previous 
question, which was seconded. 

Mr. Unprewoon’s amendment (see above) was 
thea read, and he demanded the yeas and nays up- 
on it; which were ordered. ; $ 

Ths reading of the bill (viz: the bill moved by 
Mr, Tnomas, and which is a transcript of the bill 
for winding up the affairs of the Union Bank of 
Georgetown) was called for; and the bill, together 
with Mr. Unpsawoop’s amendment thereto, was 
read according'y. 

The question 
amendment of Mr. UNDERWOOD, 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Judson Allen, Jehn W. Allen, Andrews, 
Buker, Barnard, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Biddle, Briggs, Brock- 
yay, Sampeoa H. Buder, Calhoun, Willian B. Campbell, Car 
Toli, Carter, Chapman, Chitenden, Clark, James Cooper, 
Crabb, Craig, Cranston, Crockett, Cross, Curtis, Fdwa 
Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deverry, Dennis Edwaris, 
Ely, Evans, Fisher, Gates, Gonuy, Gossin, Goode, Grahain, 
Graves, Green, Griffin, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hopkins, 
Hunt, Ja Charles Johnston, Wiliam Cost Johnson, Kemble, 
Kempahail, King, Leet, Lincoln, McCarty. Mallory, Marvin, 
Mason, Montanya, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, 
Palen, Peek, Pope, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Ed- 
ward Rogers, Russell, Sergeant, Shepard, Simonton, Slade, 


being put on agreeing to this 
it was decided as 


Stanly, Starkweather, Stuart, Taliaferro, Francie amas, 
Waday Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tri lett, Trumbul 
Underw anderpoel, Peter J. Wagner, Edwa 


arren 

D. White, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Worthing- 
ton— 93. 

NaYS—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Black- 
well, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Wm. O. Butler, Bynum, 
Carr, Casey, Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Dana, Daves, John Davia, Doan, Dromgoole, Dun- 
can, Earl, Eastman, Floyd, Gaibraith, Gerry Hammond, Jno. 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, 
Hook, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Na- 
thaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetier, Lucas, 
McClellan, McCulioh, McKay, Marchand, Miller, Montgomery, 
Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Paynter, Petrikin, Pren- 
ties, Ramsey, Reynolds, Samuels, Shaw, ‘Thomas Smith, 
Steenrod, Strong, Taylor, Pa. F. ‘Thomas, Jacob Thompso 
Turney, D. D. Wagever, Weller, Wick, J. W. Williams, an 
H. Williame—70, 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on ordering the bill, 
as amended, to its third reading; oo which the 
yeas and nays, being demanded, were taken, and 
resulted as follows—Yeas 108, nays 69. 

The bill being at its third reading, 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moved the previous ques- 
tion. l 

Mr. LINN BOYD moved a call of the House, 
and demanded the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and, being taken, resulted as foilows—Yeas 
59, nays 86. 

So the motion for a call was refused. f : 

The question recurring on ordering the bill to its 
third reading at this time, : 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and, being 
ordered and taken, resulted as follows—Yeas 118, 
nays 67. hes 

"rhe bill was thereupon read a third time. 

The question being on its passage, i 
* Mr. HOPKINS demanded the previous ques- 


tion. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the bill on 
the table, but on remonstrance withdrew the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. KEIM renewed the motion. 

On this gaestion the yeas and nays were de- 
manded, and, being ordered, resulied as follows— 

“Yeas 70, nays 120. f 

So the House refused to Jay the bill on the table. 


The previous question was seconded, put, and 
carried, and the main question being on the passage 
of the bill, it was read, as follows: 

A BILL 10 continue the corporate existence of the 
banks in the District of Columbia, for certain 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives, &e. That the provisions, restrictions, and 
enactments of the act of Congress of the 25th 
May, 1838, entitled “An act to extend the charter 
of the Union Bank of Georgetown, in the District 
of Columbia,” be, and the same are hereby, ex- 
tended to the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of 
Georgetown, the Bank of the Metropolis, the Bank 
of Washington, the Patriotic Bank of Washington, 


the Bank of the Potomac, and the Farmers’ Bank ~ 


of Alexandria; Provided, That whenever, in the 
original act, the Ist of July, 1838, occurs, it shall 
be 30 construed as to mean the 4th of July, 1840; 
and whenever the Ist of July, 1842, occurs, it 
shall be construed to mean the 4th of July, 1844. 
Provided further, That if the said banks, or any 


or either of them, shall, within ninety days from ;! 


and after the passage of this act, resume specie . 


payments, then the said banks, or such of them as 


shall have so resumed, shall be entitled to all the © 
` been made by the said block and pump maker in 


rights and privileges conferred by their present 


charters, until the 4th day of July, 1842, unless |j 


Congress shall at any time otherwise direct; but if 


such bank or banks so resumiag shall, at any time ; 


after such resumption, again suspend specie pay- 
ments, or refuse to pay any of their notes or obli- 
gations in specie, then such suspension or refusal 
shall operate as a forfeiture of their respective 


charters, except for the parpose of winding up their i) 


affairs under the provisions and restrictions con- 
tained in this act; and provided, farther, that in all 
cases where the said banks, or either of them, there- 
after refuse payment of any of their notes or obli- 
gations, there shall be a summary remedy therefor, 
before any justice or judge having jurisdiction of 
the case, on five days’ notice, wherein there shall 
be no supersedeas, stay of execution, injunction, or 
certiorari, allowed, nor any appeal, except upon an 
affidavit of merits by the president, cashier, or di 
rectors. ` 

Sxc. 2. Be it further enacted, That if the presi- 
dent and directors of either of said banks shall vio- 
late the provisions aforesaid, they and each of them 
shall be fined in a sum not less than ene hundred 
nor more thaa one thousand dollars for every of- 
fence, to be recovered by presentment or indictment 
in any court of record having jurisdiction thereof. 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and, being 
taken, stood—yeas 115, nays 75, as follows: 


YEAS—Massrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Barnard, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Biddle, Briggs, 
Brockway, Samson H. Butler, William O. Butler, Calhoun, 
William B. Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Chapman, hittenden, 
Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Craig. Cranston, Crockett, Cross, 
Curis, Dana, Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dennis, Deliet, Edwards, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fisher, Gal- 
braith, Jas. Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, 
Graham, 
Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hopkins, Hunt, 
James, Jenifer, Charles Johnaton, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kemp 


shall, King, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, McCarty, Mallory, Marvin, | 


Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, 
Peck, Pope, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Ridgway Robinson, Edward Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Ser- 
‘geant, hepard, Simonton, Slade Stanly, Stuart, Swearingen, 
Taliaferro, Francis ‘Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Peter J, 
Wagner, Warren, Edward D. White, John White, Thomas 
w. Wiiliams. Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williama, Christo- 
pher H. Williame, ani Worthington—115. 

NAYS—Mesers. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Black, 
Blackwell, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Bynum, Carr, Casey, Clif- 
ford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. Cooper. Wiliam R. Cooper, 
Davee, Jahn Davis, Doan, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, 

Floyd, Gerry, Hammond, Hani, Hawkins, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, Jackson, Jameson. Joseph 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, 
Kille, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, Mil- 
ler, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Par- 


mentet, Parris, Paynter. Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, : 


Rhett, Samuels, Shaw, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkwea- 
ther, Steenrod, Strong, Sumier, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, David D Wagener, Weller, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, and Henry Williams—75. 

So the bill was passed. 

The question being on agreeing to its tiile, 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON demanded the previous 
question. , 

Mr. KEIM wi:hed to amend the title, and sent 
hisamendment to the Cmair to be read; but the 
reading was objected to. 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays on 


Graves, Green, Griffia, Grinnell, Habersham, John `; J 


- Messrs. E. DAVIES, ADAMS, and 


the previous question; but the House refused to 
order them. - 
The previous question was seconded, put, and 
carried; and the main question being on agreein 
to the title of the bill, it was agreec to, 3 
Mr. HAND then moved to reconsider the last 


' motion, to introduce the following amendmeni; 


“A bill to an.horize special privileges, promote 
the circulation of irredeemable paper, and to sacri. 


|| fice Republican principles to the influence and ex. 


pediency of unconstitutional corporations.” 

Mr. H. on this motion asked for the previons 
question, and demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Much confusion ensued, when 

Mr. HAND withdrew the motion. 

THE NEW YORK NAVY YARD. 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be te. 
quested to communicate to this House copies of 


| any correspondence which may te filed, knows to, 


or within the control of the Navy Department, be. 
tween Commodore Renshaw, the Secretary of the 
Navy, and other persons, concerning the pump and 
block maker at the Navy Yard at Brooklyn, in the 
State of New York; and whether any affidavit has 


relation to his political opinions, and, if so, to com- 
municate to this House a copy of said affidavit 
and of every other paper or correspondence un file 
in the Department, or within its reach or control, 
showing that mechanics and laborers at the said 
Navy Yard have been employed, retained, or dis- 
missed on account of their political opinions. 

Objection being made— 

Mr. H. moved to suspend the rules to enable 
him to offer his resolution, and demanded the: yeas 
and nays. 

They were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as 
follows—~yeas 101, nays 68. 

There not being two-thirds, the rules were not 
suspended so as to allow Mr. Horpman to offer his 
resoiution. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. JONES, of 
Virginia, went into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Lincorn in tue chair,) 
and took up for consideration the 

NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired as to the extent of. the 
“improvement and necessary repairs” in the dif- 
ferent navy yards, and why there was so great a 
difference in the amouats to be appropriated for dif- 
ferent yards. 

Mr. JONES replied, and referred to the report 
from the Navy Department. 

The long enumeration of items in the contingent 
appropriations being under consideratioa— 

Mr. ADAMS moved to strike out the words 
“and for no other purpose whatever,” as in his 
opinion, they amounted to a burlesque, the enume- 
ration being so extecsive as to embrace every ob- 
ectin nature. 

Mr. JONES replied, and showed that the words 
complained of bad been inserted in all former ap- 
propriation bills, and ia the course of his remarks, 
referred Mr. A. to a bill signed by himself in 1826, 
while President of the United States, having the 
very same words. 

The hour for taking the usual recess having ar- 
rived, the committee rose, when, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that when the House 
adjourn, it adjourn to Monday next. But before 
any decision was had on the motion, the House 


took the usua! recess. 
EVENING SESSION. | 


After the recess, : 
Mr. HOLMES, on leave, presented the memo- 
rial of the Chamber of Commerce at Charleston, 


| S.C. in relation to certain light-houses in the city 


of Charleston, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Memorials were also presented (on leave) by 
LINCOLN; 
which were appropriately referred. y 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked action on a resolution 
offered previous to the recess, providing that when 
the House adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. 
-After some conversation, Mr, P. waived the pro | 
position for the present, 


Mr. McKAY, on leave, presented certain joint 
solutions requiring the Attorney General to ex- 
imine into the validity of titles to all lands pur- 
chased for the purpose of erecting arsenals and pab- 
lie buildiogs; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. wk 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILD 

The House again went into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. LINCOLN 
Massachosetts in the chair.) on the bill makjñg 
appropriations tor the naval setvice for the 
1340. i 

The pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
Apams to stiike out from the tail end of the general 
itm which appropriates $450,000 to defray the 
expenses of freight and transportation, stores and 
materials, wharfage aad dockage, and many other 
hings, the restrictive words “and for no other ob- 
ject or purpose whatever,” 

Mr. ADAMS resumed his remarks, but instead 
of confining himself to the bill before the commit- 
tee, strack off into an invective against the Inde- 
pendent Treasury bill, for which he was called to 
order by Mr. JONES of New York, and others. 

After a few more remarks from Mr. ADAMS, 

Mr. JONES replied briefly to Mr. A. He vin- 
dicated the correctness of the present item in form, 
contending that it was strictly in accordance with 
that of former bills. After the six weeks’ debate 
which had taken place on the Sub-Treasury, he 
must, he said, decline to follow the gentleman into 
that subject. 

Mr. McKAY contended that it was highly ne- 
cessary io specify the objects to which appropria- 
tions were to be applied. He argued that, if such 
specifications were not made, then the Secretary of 
the Navy would have the power to apply the mo- 
ney to any other object connected with the De- 
partment. Mr. McK. referred to the bill making 
appropriations for the contingent expenses of the 
two Houses of Congress as a parallel case, and in 
which specificatiens were also made. i 

Mr. EVERETT made some remarks demon- 


strating that the public money of the country was’ | 


now at the disposition of the Executive. 

Mr. CUSHING said that he concurred entirely 
vith his colleague [Mr. Apams] in the remarks he 
had made. Without entering into the question at 
present himself, he (Mr. C.) wished to embrace the 
occasion to ask of the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means an explanation, which he pre- 
pared, that gentlemen would readày give, in re- 
gard toa portion of the debate on the Independent 
Treasury bill, Mr. C. understood that Mr. Jones 
had in his h, assumed that the opponents of 
the bill had not objected to its provisions or want 
of constitutionality. Mr. C. said that he himself 
had argued the very question of the uaconstitution- 
al pature and effect of the first section of the bill, 
which localizes the Treasury of the United States; 
and be appealed to the geatleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Jones] to have the matter stand right before 
the House and the country. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia replied. He said: when 
the gentleman from Massachusetts delivered his 
speech in opposition the Sub-Treasary bitl, I was 
confined to my bed from severe indisposition. For 
two weeks I was incapacitated from atiending the 
House. His arguments I did not hear, and as 
they have not been published, or at least if they 
have been published I have not seen them, I have 
been unable to fearn what they were. Since wy 
health would permit, I have been constant in my 
atlendance to the debate, and at no time did I hear 
any remark made on the constitutionality of the 
principles of the bill. The constitutionality of the 
Measure proposed was apparently assumed by one 
side, and left unquestioned by the other. Since, 
daring the toar we: ks of the debate, to which | at- 
tentively lstened, the objection of unconstitutional 
ity was not urged, I naturally came to the concla- 
sion that it had pot been insisted on. If constitu- 
tional objections could be urged with any plausi- 
bility at ail, I shoald have supposed that their im- 
portance would have led to their reiteration. Ar- 
guments based en grounds of far less moment have 
been repeated again and again. It cannot, there- 
fore, be surprising that the impression should have 
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a character had been employed. If the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, in his speech, toox the hish 
of the Constitution for the support of his 
ment, I did not know it; I could not know the 
1; I eould not even suspect it. But, since the 
entieman informs me that he tock that ground, I 
cheerfally make the correction. 

Mr. SERGEANT (at a subsequent period of 
the session) also s‘ated that he had himself made 
| gonstitational objection to the bill. 

[Mr. J. explained that he had been called out of 
the House fora short time on two occasions, dur- 
ing Mr. S's argument, and had, therefore, not 
heard the objections raised. He stood corrected 
(he said) with great pleasure.] 

Mr. ADAMS made some further remarks in re- 
ply to Mr. Jones, vindicating his own consistency, 
| which had been called in question by Mr. Jones, on 
| the ground that he (Mr. A.) when President, had 
i signed a bill which contained an item in similar 
terms. 

| Mr. MORGAN went into some calculations to 
| show that, siuce the year 1826, the expenditures 


1 
l} 
{ 


for this branch of the public service had doubled, 
without any adequate increase of ships, &c. in 
proportion to the amount. 

i Mr. JONES contended that he had given a com- 
| plete answer, and, he would say, refutation, to all 
| charges of the kind, when the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill was under consideration. 

If the gentleman would refer to the complete re- 
fatation in that speech, he was sure he would not 
repeat thecharge. 

The question was then taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

| Mr. CRARY moved to strike out the item appro- 
| priating “$4,250 for the necessary repairs to the 
| Naval Asylum at Philade!phia,” and inserting a 
|| provision requiring the Board of Commissioners to 
|; prepare and lay before Congress, at the commence- 
‘| ment of each session, the state of the votes of each 
1 member of the Board on all the proceedings in rela- 
| tion to stores, equipments of vessels, and other mat- 
ters connected with the naval establishment of the 
United States, etc. 
Mr. C. proceeded to address the committee on 
the subject of the alleged abuses of the Board of 
| Navy Commissioners, but had not progressed far, 
when 


` The SPEAKER resumed the chair to receive a 

| message from the Senate, announcing that the 

Senate had passed a bill extending the charters of 

the District banks for certain purposes, as follows: 

A BILL to continue the corporate existence of cer- 
tain banks in the District of Columbia. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
alives, etc. That the provisions, restrictions, and 
| enactments of the act of Congress of the 25th May, 
1838, entiiled “An act to extend the charter of the 
Union Bank of Georgetown, in the District of Co- 
lumbra, be, and the same are hereby extended to 
the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, 
the Bank of the Metropolis. the Bank of Washing- 
ton, the Patriotic Bank of Washington, the Bank of 
the Potomac, and the Farmers’ Bank of Alexan- 
dria: Provided, That whenever, in the original act, 
the Ist of July, 1838, occurs, it shall be so construed 
as to mean the 4th of July, 1840; and whenever the 
Ist of July, 1842, occurs, it shall be construed to 
| mean the 4th of July, 1844. 


On motion of Mr. F. THOMAS, the House, by 
general consent, took up the bill, and it was read 
twice. 

The question being on its third reading, 

Mr. JENIFER spoke fora short time with much 
| warmth against the bill. He complained that the 
Senate had disregarded the wishes of the Houte, 
and had sent back a bill which they were com- 
pelled to adopt, since no alternative remained. He 
also maintained that Congress was about to esta- 
| blish the principle that they might do here what 
they pleased, aud thet their next step might be to 
jay hands on the slaveholding institauuns of the 
District. : 

Mr. DUNCAN followed, and contended that had 
the banks conducted their affairs honestly, and re- 
sumed specie payments when they ought, no one 
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one that he dare not vote for a recharier: of the 
banks in his own State under such circumstances. 

As for the picture of desolation drawn by the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] which was 
to follow, by a refusal to rechart-r these bauks, it 
ought to be looked upon by the citizens of the Dis-- 
trict as a Slander upon them, Besides, if the banks 
were in the bad condition described by the gentle-. 
man, that was a strong argument why they should- 
be continued no longer. If they bad brought on 
such a state of things already, what would they do 
if they were continued twenty years longer? Be- 
sides, who was it that asked for the continuance of. 
these banks? A petition had been presented yes 
terday, signed by 244 names. Now, what propor- 
tion was that to the whole population of the Dis- 
trict, amounting to between 40 and 50,000. Yes; 
outof 50,000 inhabitants, 244 of them have ap- 
plied for a continuance of the charters of these 
banks. What was the inference? Why, that the 
remainder were either indifferent to, or against the 
recharter.: —_ 

Mr. D. then made a calculation showing the 
amount of bank capital within the ten miles 
square, and that, at the same ratio, the whole po- 
pulation of the United States would be entitled to 
a capital of two thousand two hundred and twenty 
millieus of dollars. And, by allowing the propor- 
tion of paper issues, three doilars to one of specie, 
the banking capital of the United States, at the same 


|, tatio of the District banks, would amount to the 


enormous sum of six thousand six hundred and 
sixty millions of dollars, giving, in one year, ac- 
cording to the usual profits, a clear income of hun- 
dreds of millions. 

After showing this disproportion of bank capital 
between the District and other places, Mr, D. pro- 
ceeded to repel, with mach warmth, the charge that 
the Democratic party were seeking to oppress the 
District. The Demecratic pariy were not an ene- 
my to the banks. They were, on the contrary, 
friends to them, and were willing to recharter them 
under proper restrictions, The charge that the De- 
mocratic pany were seeking to destroy the banking 
institutions was not true. He pronounced it a base - 
slander upon the party. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS moved the previous 
question; which was seconded. 

And the main question (being on ordering the 
bill to a third reading) was ordered, and, being ta- 
ken, was decided in tne affirmative. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

And the question recurring on its final passage— 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS moved the previous 
question; there was a second; and the main ques- 
tion was ordered. 

Mr. LEET asked the yeas and nays on the main: 
question; which were ordered, and, being- taken,. 
were as follows: 

YEAS—Mee'rs. Adams, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, : 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Aaron Vv. 
Brown, William O. Butler, Carroll, Carter, Chapman, Chit- 
tenden, Clark, Clifford, William R. Cooper, Craig, Cranston, 
Cross, Dana, Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, Garret 
Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Ely, Fine, 
Galbraith, James Garland, Gates, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, 
Green, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hand, Wiiliam 83. 
Hastings, John Hastings, Hill of Virginia, Hillen, Hoffman, 
Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Hubbard, Jackson, Jenifer, Charles: 
Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones,: 
Kemble, Kempsha!!, Kille, King, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lincoln, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Marvin, Miller, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Cc. 
Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Palen, Parrish, Parmenter, Payater, 
Peck, Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Proffit, Rayiden, 
Reed, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Robinson, Edward Rogers, 
Samuels, Sergeant, Shepard, Simonton, Albert Smith, John 
Smith, Tcuman Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, 
Swearingen, Taylor, Francis Thownas, Jacob Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Triplett, Underwood, Vanderpoel, D. D. Wagener, 
P. J. Wagner, Warren, Weller, Jared W. Williame, Thomas 
Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, and J. L. Wil- 
liams—124. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Carr, Casey, Coles, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, Eastman, Edwards, Floyd, Hill of N. C. James, N. 
Jones, Marchand, Mason, Ramsey, Shaw, Thomas Smith, 
‘Taliaferro, and Turney—19. 

So the bill was passed and returned to the Se- 
nate. 

Mr. WAGNER moved that when the House ad- 
joura, it adjourn to meet on Monday morning at 
ten o’clock. ` 

Mr: LINCOLN, remarking 
drinking vur wine on the day 
dependence, we should not forget 
to those Revolutionary soldiers who 


that whilst we were 
of our National In- 
to furnish bread 
fuught for and 


been created on my mind that no reasoning of such il would have been against them. He would say for i! achieved it, moved to amend the motion of Mr, 
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‘Waoner by inserting that the House would, at 11 
o'clock to-morrow, proceed to hear and decide on 
the claims for Revolutionary services, and of Re- 
volutionary and invalid pensioners. 

The CHAIR (occupied by Mr. Sexcrant pro- 
tem.) declared the amendment to be out of ‘order. 

And the question was than taken on Mr. Waa- 
wer’s resolution, and decided in the negative—yeas 
76, nays 93. 

So the House refused to adjourn to Monday. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 
House again went into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union (Mr. Linconn) of 
Massachusetts in the Chair) on the navy appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr. CRARY continued his remarks for a short 
time, and had not concluded when, having given 
way for a motion to that effect, the committee rose, 


and 
The House adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, July 4, 1840. 
After the journal had been read, ; 
Mr. LINCOLN rose and said, that he did not 


perceive that the amendment which he had last `. 


evening proposed to the resolation offered to ad- 
journ over to Monday had been inserted on the 
journal, He would not move any amendment, but 
he would now renew (in the form of a resolution) 
the motion that the House would, at eleven o’clock, 
proceed to consider and dispose of bills on the pri- 
vate calendar in favor of claims for Revolutionary 
services and for Revolutionary and invalid pen- 
sions. 

Mr. STANLY said he would like to amend the 
resolution by inserting that two days of next week 
should be set apart for the consideration of these 
bills. The House would soon be left without a 
quorum, and if any thing was intended to be done 
tor the Revolutionary soldiers, let the House take 
two or three days of next week, when a quoram 
was likly to be present, and not select a day when 
no good could be done. 

- Mr. DROMGOOLE objected to the reception of 
Mr. Lincoun’s resolution. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn; 
which motion, by yeas 66, nays 63, prevailing, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, July 6, 1840. 
The CHAIR. presented a memorial of the President and Di- 


rectorsofthe Patriotic Bank of Washington, praying fora re- : 


rewal of their charter; which, on motion hy Mr. LUMPKIN. 
waa referred to the Commitee on the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of N. Nye Hall; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. W. also presenied a memorial ofthe Board of Under- 
writers ofthe city of New York, remonstrating against the re- 
peal of the law of 1837, respecting pilots; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committeee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was reterredthe memorial of Andrew Forrest, asked to 
be discharged from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to. - 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
memorial of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying a revision ofthe 
laws regulating the gale and transfer of American vessels abroad 
for the better prevention of the slave trade, said that a bill on 
this subject had been reported by the Committee on Commerce, 
aid passed by the Senate. 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Commerce, to which 
was referred the House bill for the relief of Boggs and Thomp- 

_ won, Robert and Thomas Hutchinson, and others, reported it 
with amendments. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, to which 
was referred the bill from the House for the relief of Robert 
Milnor, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. D. also, from the same Committee, to which was re- 
ferred the bill from the House for the reliefof Gilbert A. Smith 
and Nathan Stark, reported the same with amendments. 

The resolution submitted on Friday last by Mr. Ciay of Ala- 
bama, relative toa change ofthe rules of the Senate, was, after 
some remarks by Messrs. WALKER, CALHOUN, BENTON, 
and CLAY of Alabama, laid upon the table. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill to establish and regulate the navy ration; 

The bill for the relief of Hugh Stewart; 

The bill authorizing the inhabitants of fractional, township 
ten south, of range one east, in the Siate of Arkansas, to enter 

one half section of land for school purposes; 

The bill relative to the uransportation of the mail in steam- 


boate; 
The bill for the relief of James Herron; 
House bill for the relief of Capt. John Downes; 
House bill for the relief of John Mitchell and B. F. Fox; 
House bill to annex a ¿ertain tract of, land to the Coosa land 


rict; 

jouse bill slowing: further time to the trustees of Centre 
College to dimpose of the land heretofore granted fo the deafand 
dumb asylum in the State ef Kentucky; N, 
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An act from the House granting a section of land for the 
use of schools in St. Clair county, State of Ilinois; and 

An act from the Houss granting two townships of land for 
the use of the University in the Territory of lowa; 
were severally read a third time, and f ; 

The bill from the House, to extend the corporate existence 
of the banks in the D:strict of Columbia, which was read a first 
time on Friday last, was read a second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, 

COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill to ensure 


the more faithful execution of the Jaws relating to the collection | 


ofduties on umports. The question being on the amendment of 
the committee as amended by the substitute of Mr. HUNTINGTON, 
declaring any witness incompetent who should have any inte- 
rest whatever in the cause similar to the interest of the party 
for whom he might be called to testify— ae 

Mr. CALHOUN asked for the yeas and nays; which were 


_ ordered. 


‘And the amendment as amended (on Friday fast) was agreed 
to by the following vote: 

YEAS—Mesars. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Hubbard, Hun- 
tington, King, Knight, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas; Norvell, 
Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, Williams, Wright 
and Young—-30. 

NAYS—Mesars. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Strange, and 
Walker —4. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON submitted severally and explamed a 
variety of amendments, which went to render the bill more ex- 
plicit, thorough, and effectual. All of them were agreed to 
without dissent, except one of them, which made the receiver of 
imported goods liable, not only if he “knew,” but if he had good 
reason to believe that the goods were illegally imported. To 
this there was one dissenting voice. 

On the occasion of presenting this amendment, Mr. CAL- 
HOUN said he should not object to it, but he proceeded to re- 


mark that he considered the measure in general as too severe | 


onthe mercantile classes. It was the interest of every honest 
merchant, as much as of the Government, to prevent these 
frauds; yet none of them had asked for a measure of that kind; 
and if the measure should prove so severe as to prevent the 


co-operation of honest merchants, it must and would prove inef. ; 


fectual. - 

Mr. HUNTINGTON and Mr. HUBBARD replied briefty, 
and Vindicated the measure as calculated to operate hardly on 
the fraudulent alone. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the committee, now offered a number 
of additional amendments, designed to make the bill more ex- 
plicit and effectual. $ 

Bome of these amendments wera discussed by Messrs. 
WRIGHT, CLAY of Kentucky, CALHOUN, DAVIS, and 
HUBBARD. 

Oneof the amendments provided that no mixed goeds should 
be cesignated as silk, unless the value of the silk in the fabric 
should exceed the value ofall tke other materials. On this amend- 
ment Mr. CALHOUN demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and it was carried in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, Hun- 
tington, Knight, Linn, Nicholas, Norvell, Porter, Prentiss, Ro- 
binson, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Wal, and Wright—24. 

NaYS—Messts. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Henderson 

King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Walker, and Williams—8. ? 

The other amendments from committee were severally agreed 


to. 

Mr. HENDERSON moved an additional section to the bill, 
givingiteffect only on and after the first day of January, 1841, 
and urged that this time would be necessary, in order that mer- 
chants might be prepared. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky objected that this extension of time 
would be giving so much further license to the various frauds 
which had heretofore been committed. 

Mr: WRIGHT moved the Ist of September next. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved the 1st of October, and urged the ad- 


ditional and unnecessary difficulty which, making the time 


shorter than that, it would occasion the merchants. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, Mv. HUBBARD, and Mr. DAVIS re- 
plied, urging the increase of fraud that would be occasioned by 
this specific delay; insisting that little evil was likely to result 
from the immediate operation of the bill, and even if any case of 
grievance should arise, it would be better to remedy it by spe- 
cial legislation, than to allow these frauds to cuntinue. 

Mr. CALHOUN rejoined in further behalf of the merchants. 

Mr. WRIGHT stated that he had received letters from mer- 
chants in New York urging some delay before this bill should go 
into effect. He had consequently fixed on the first of Septem- 
ber, and he proceeded to show his reasons, in detail, for that day. 

Mr. HENDERSON spoke at some length in favor of his 
amendment, and Mr. KNIGHT against it. 

Mr. Waicur’s amendment (Sept. 1,) to Mr. HENDERSON’S 
amendment, (Jan. 1,) was agreed to as followe: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Hubbard, Huntington, King, 
Koight, Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, 
Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Witamy and Mne A 

A Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Hendi 
and Walker—4. , é ere 
i at amendment, as amended, (Sept. 1,) was then rejected, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Meests. Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Henderson, King, Lumpkin, Robinson, Stur- 
geon, Tappan,gWalker, Williams, and Wright—1¢4. 

NAYS—Messre. Allen, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, 
Dixon, Hubbird, Huntington, Knight, Linn, Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Ruggles, and Smith of Indiana 


So (all delay being rejected) the bill was left to go into imme- 
diate effect. 

_Mr. CALHOUN movod a final limit to the operation of the 
bill on June 30, 1842, when the gradual reduction of duties by 
the compromise bil! will be consummated. 

This amendment was debated by Mesærs. CALHOUN, 
CLAY of Kentucky, BUCHANAN, DAVIS, and HUNTING- 


The chief points in debate were, whether the declaratory 
parts of this bill (affecting theameunt of duties) ought to con- 
tinue in force after June, 1842, when inconsistent with the act 
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of 1833; and whether the compromise act would continue 

the duties at or below twenty per cent. on the value of the 

gooda, after June, 1842, without further legislation by Con- 
ress. 

s Mr. CALHOUN’ s amendment, providing that this bill should 
cease to have effect afer June 30, 1842, was agreed to as 
tullows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Hubbard. King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mou: 
ton, Norvell, Roane, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
aud Wright—18. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Cayo Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Dixon, 
Huntington, Knight, Nicholas, Pierce, Prentiss, Robinson, 
Ruggles, and Smith of Indiana—t2. i ‘a 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the bill by requiring that all 
drawbacks on articles manuiactured in the United States from 
foreign materials subject to duty should be proportioned to the 
duties provided tor by the compromise act of 1833. 

Mr. DAVIS signified that he was not now prepared to vote on 
this amendment, as the subject ef it, he thought, was not suffi- 
ciently understood, 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, all the other amendments 
were agreed to, and the bill, as amended, was ordered to be 


rinsed. 
R Mr. CALHOUN introduced a resolution calling on the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury for a copy ofall the circulars in relation to 
the revenue issued since the adoption of the act of 1832, known 
as the compromise act; which was adopted. 

Tho Senate then went into Executive session, and soon after 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, July 6, 1810. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Go- 
vernor of Indiana, enclosing the resignation by Mr. HOWARD of 
his seat as a member of this House. i 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO. and others warmly remonstrated, ex- 
pressing a wish that the committees would be first allowed to 
report. 

Mr. DOWNING got Mr. ATHERTON’S consent to mere for 


| the printing ofa bill brought in by hun on notice, entiged “An 


act to protect the lives and pruperty of the people of Florida, 


i} aad to bring the Seminole war to an end;” which, off his mo- 


tion, was read. ; 

[We have not the means of obtaining a copy of the bill; but 
it proposed to give the choice of Governor of the Territory to 
the people—the elcction to take place in November next; that 
the service of volunteers should be accepted to fight out the 
war in Florida; the service to continue one year, OY during the 
war; that all landsin the Territory should be taxed to raise 
money to defray expenses of the war, except the pay, clothing, 
emoluments, &c. of the volunteers; and that, to meet all other 
expenses of the war, all the public lands in the Territory be 
granted to the Territory, to be disposed of as the Legislature 
ghatl direct. The Governor of the Territory to have the chief 
omen of the troops, and to conduct all military opera- 
tions.” 

Mr. Downina moved that the bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON opposed the motion, and moved the 
reference of the bill to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DOWNING briefly explained the object of tho dill; 
which was, to place the further prosecution of the war in the 
hands of the Governor of Florida, with power to accept the ser- 
vieesof volunteers. He said the people of Florida were tired 
of trusting the management of this war any longer to these 
who were strangers to their interests and feelings, and who 
knew nothing personally of the horrid cruelties which were 
carried en in that unhappy Territory. He wished to make it 
emphatically a Florida war; to be conducted by the people of 
the Territory, who should be empowered to select those moat 
deeply interested in the result. The present militia of Florida 


. were greatly reduced and exhausted by previous labors and suf- 


ferings in this contest. He was for receiving volunteers, and 
empowering them to choose their own officers. The bill em- 
powered the Governor and Council to distribute lands to those 
whose property had been dilapidated and destroyed by the sa- 
vage foe. In reference to this last provision, he observed that 
Mr. Benton’s bill, from the Senate, proposed to give 3,200,- 
000 acres of the soil of Florida to those who would settle on it . 
and take military occupation of the country. That was more 
than would cover all that was proposed to be granted by this 
bill; and the Senate bill was understood to meet the approba- 
tion of the Executive. 

Mr. D. traced the ili auccess of the war in Florida to the want 

of a commander, and the employment of a force not adapted to- 
the nature of the contest. 
’ Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said he never would consent to send 
such a biil to the Committee of the Whole, but wasin favor of 
referring it to the Committee on Military Affairs; to test the 
question, he moved to lay it on th? table; and on this motion he 
demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and being 
taken resulted as follows—yeas 78, nays 39. No quorunPhav- 
ing voted, the roil was again called, when the yeasand nays re- 
sulted as follows: 

YEaS—Messrs. Adams, J. Allen, H. J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Burke, 
Bynum, Carr, Clifford, Connor, M. A. Cooper, W. R. Coopen 
Craig, Cranston, Dana, Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, 
Doan, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Evans, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, Gates, Gerry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Griffin, Hand, Henry, J. Hillof Va. J. Bill of N. C. 
Hoek, Hopkins, Jackson, James, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johu- 
son, N. Jones, Keim, Kempshall,Kille,LincoIn, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand,Mason,Milier, Montanya, 
Calvary Morris, Newhard, Palen, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Randolph, Rives, Samuels, Shaw, 
Slade, J. Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Taylor, Til- 
linzhast, Toland, Turney, Underwood. Weller, Wick, Jared 
W. Williams, H. Williams, and Lewis Williams—93. 

NAYS—Mesera. J. W. Allen, Andrews, Bell, Briggs, Brock- 
way, Calhoun, Wm. B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chinn, Chit 
tenden, Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Crary, Crose, Cushing, 
Dawson, Dennis, Dellett, Everett, Rice Garland, Grionell, Ha- 
bersham, William 8. Hastings, Hunt, Jameson, Jenifer, Charles 
Johnston, Marvin, Mitchell, Morgan, Pope, Proffit, Rariden, 
Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant Albert 
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Smith, Sanly, Stuart, Sumter, Taliaferro, Waddy Thomp- 
sou, Triplett, Trambull, Warren, Edward D. White, J. White; 
T. W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liame—54. 

So the bill was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
. Mr. GIDDINGS of Ohio asked consent to offer tire following 
resolution: = 

Resolved, That the Committees of Ways’ and Means be in- 
mructed to report a bill making such appropriations as they may 
think necessary to preserve such public harbors on Lake Erie 
from destruction as are reported by the Secretary of War as 
having been injured by late storms. 

Qbdjection being made— 

Mr. G. moved for a suspension of the rule; the yeas and 
nays were demande!, and, being taken, were—yeas 57, 


nays 96. . 
Mc. TRIPLETT, on leave, presented a memorial from cer- -| 


tain tobacco planters; which was referred. 

Mr. PICKENS wished to report, from the Committea on Fo- 
Teige Affairs, a resolution for an appropriation o; $25,0U0 for 
deiraying the expenses of a survey and exploration oi the 
Northeaatern boundary; but 

The Houae, en motion of Mr. ATHERTON, resolved to go 
again intu Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mc. Lancoin in the chair,) and resume the consideration of the 

NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. : 

The question pending was the ameaduent to the bill submit- 
ted by Mr. Crary, as follows: 

“That the Board of Commissioners for the Navy shall pre- 
pars and tay before Congress, at the commencement uf each 
eeszion, a statement of the voies of each member of the board 
on all proceedings relative to the procurement of naval stores 


and materials, and the consiructien, armament, equipment and | 


employment of vessels of war, as well as ali other matters con- 
nected with the naval establishment of the United States.” 

Mc. CRARY resumed his remarks in favor of the amend. 
ment. His object in discussing the amendment was to call the 
atteation of the country to the errors and inefficiency of this 
board; to the manner in which they expended the money ap- 
propriated for the improvement of the navy. Mr. C. then went 
into a history -of the transactions of this board, with a view to 
show that not only the naval service generally would be pro- 
moted by its abolishment, but that the veasels would be much 
better constructed. Hespoke at length of the improvements in 
the naval service of rival commercial nations, and particularly 
jn the ordnance; and showed that this board, instead of keep- 
ing pace with modern improvements, still adhered to their oid 

rejudice, and obstructed much improvement. Mr. B. was in 
Bree of introducing the bureau system, so as to fix the respon- 
sibility of the management of this branch of the service sume- 
where, which by the present system could not be traced any 
where. He concluded at 12 o'clock. 

Mr. REED of Massachusetts obtained the floor, but yielded 


ft to 
Mr. ADAMS, who censured the Committee on Naval Affairs 
for not having considered and reported on the plan submitted 
by the Secretary of the Navy, for the substitution of Naval Bu- 
reaus in place of a Board of Navy Commissioners. 
Mr. REED then went into a reply to Mr. Crary’s speech, no- 
the most prominent points, denying his charges, de- 
man ding proof, and eulogizing the Commissioners and the avy 


He olf followed by Mr. HOFFMAN, who, while he admitted 
that there might be defects in the existing plan of a Navy 
Board, and professed himself to be prepa to examine the 
Becretary’s plan for naval bureaus, (towards which his pre- 
‘ferences leaned,) repeiled the charges adduced by Mr. Crary 
against the management of the Navy and the construction and 
arming of our ships of war, and towered into a most eloquent 
and stirring eulogium on the glories of our naval achievements. 

He concluded at half past 2 o’clock, when the > question being 
taken on the motion of Mr. Crary, it was rejected. 

The House then took a recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. ATHERTON pro on behalf of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, the following amendment, to come in at the 
end of section two, viz: 


And that, forthe purpose of replacing the said sum of three | 


handied and forty thousand dollars, and the sum of three hun- 
dred and thirty thousand dollars authorized to be so applied by 
thé act of the third of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, 
the further sum of six hundied and seventy thousand dollars 
shali be, and hereby is, appropriated for the gradual improve- 
ment of the navy, to be available after the first of January, 
eighteen hundred and forty-one. a 
: Mr. A. said the object of this amendment was to reimburse 
te the fund appropriated by the act of 1839 for the gradual im- 
provement of the navy, the sum which had been expended, and 
which was proposed to be expended, for the same, for the con- 
struction of the steam vessels authorized to be built last year. 
This was recommended by the Department. 3 
Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS did not think it necessary to reim- 
burse that fund, as those steam vessels should be considered a 
partof that gradual increase. k i 
Mr. ATHERTON explained that this amendment caused no 
increase in the appropriations of this year, but merely pro- 
vided thit the money necessary to construct those steam ves- 
sels, which had been taken from the fund for the gradual in- 
crease of the navy, should be reimbursed to that fund in 1841. 
Mr. REED said it was never intended that these vessels 
should bo built out of that fund, but that it was provided by 
qhe act authorizing the construction of these vessels, that the 
unde should be reimbursed. p y 
Mr. ANDERSON of Maine spoke of the necessity of reim- 
bursing the fund to enable the commissioners to make contracts 
for ordnance for these vessels and other vessels for which ord- 
nance was yet to be provided. Anne 
Mr. ATHERTON said it was necessary for the commission- 
ers to be assured that this tund should be reimbursed in 1841 to 
enable them o enter into contracts in proper time, to carry out 
the objects for which the fund for the gradual improvement of 
the navy was sacredly set apart. Ae 
Mr. STANLY made some remarks in opposition to the 
amendment. , 
Mr. MASON of Ohio said so far as this amendment went to 
supply the deficiency created by the diversion of a former appro- 
riation, he was willing to vote for it, but he maintained that it 


olved a new and distinct appropriadon of more than | 


$300,000 dollars above any thing heretofore appropriated, and 
was to that extent o toit. ` 


Mr. STANLY further opposed the amendment, and read 


i] 
in 1839 in the Globe, and commented 
i 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


some atticles in relation to the condition of the navy, published 
thereon. 

Mr. LEADBETTER made some remarks ehowing the great 
number of officers always on land, which was owing, in a great 
measure, tothe want of more vessels, which this amendment 
provided. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. PROFFIT and LEAD- 
BETTER, 

.Mr. RHETT was understood to argue that the amendment 
proposed did not involve any new tax on the people for the 
present year, but was merely intended to make the fund here- 
tofore appropriated available for the pnrposes intended, if it 
should be wanted in 141, 

Messrs. SALTONSTALL, ATHERTON, HOLLEMAN, 
REED, UNDERWOOD, and VANDERPOEL, made some 
remarks, showing the necessity of the appropriation, ifit was 
the wish that the provisionsof the law of 1839, for the gradual 
.mprovement of the navy, should be fulfilled; and showing that 
ihe act authorizing the construction of the steam vessels was a 
epecial appropriation for the improvement of the navy, and was » 
never intended to he considered as a part of the improvements 
under theactof 1839. That the money appropriated under that 
act was not intended to be applied to the building of vescels, 
but merely to the purchase of materials, and to supply the ves- 
sels with ordnance. That if the money to reimburse was with- 
held it would operate to destroy the navy, and that it was 


dle for those who oppose the amendment to say that they were |; 
, the House. 


iriends to the navy. 

f Messrs. MASON, POPE, R. GARLAND, PETRIKIN, 
and STANLY, opposed the amendment. 

_ Mr. MONROE said it was a plain proposition, and simple in 
its character. He had no doubt the funds were properly ap- 
plied. He hoped there would be no further debate; there was 
much business to be transacted, and no time for long speeches: 
be therefore expressed the hope that the committee would take 

e vole. 

Mr. EVANS contended that this was an additional appropria- 
tion beyond the estimates. He was in favor of making a direet 
appropriation out of the Treasury for the constructing of these 
steam vessels, He was opposed to the manner of the appropri- 


ation. 

After a few remarks from Mr. STANLY, in opposition to 
it, 

to. 


the amendment, and Mr. RHETT, in explanation o 

The question was taken, and the amendment wasagreed 

Mr. REED proposed the following amendment, which, after 
a few remarks explanatory of its object, was agreed to. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all appropriations, 
and all remaining balances of appropriations, heretofore made 
for building, rebuilding, replacing, purchasing, or repairing, ves- 
sels of war, or other vessels, jor the use of the navy, or for the 
purchase of timber, ordnance, or any other articles of building, 
arming, equipping, or repairing vessels of the navy, or for the 
repairs of vessels in ordinary, and repair, wear and tear of ves- 
sels in commission, together with any materials which have 
been, or may be, collected under any of the said appropriations, 
be, and the same are hereby, traneferred to one head of appro. 
priation, to be called “the appropriation for the increase, repair, 
armament, and equipment of the navy, and wear and tear of 
vessels in commission;” and the amount of said appropriation, 
and of such other as may be made hereafter for like purposes, 
and the materials which have been, or may be hereafter collect- 
ed for the same, may be expended and used by the Secretary of 

- the Navy, in building, replacing, arming, repairing, equipping, 
and employing any vessels which Congress may have autho- 
rized, or may hereafter authorize to be built, rebuilt, purchased, 
or replaced, in such manner as the interests er necessities of the 
service may require. 

So. . And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Navy to cause to be laid before 
Congress, annually, as soon after the beginning of each year as 
practicable, a statement of the amounts expended during the 
preceding fiscal year for wages of mechanics and laSorers em- 
ployed in building, repairing, or equipping, vessels of the navy, 
or iu receiving and securing stores and materials tor those pur- 
poses; and for the purchase of materials and stores for the 
same purposes; a statement of the cost or estimated value of 
the stures on hand, under this appropriation, in the navy yards 
atthe commencement of the next preceding fiscal year; the 
cost, or estimated value, of articles received and expended 
during the year; and the cost, or estimated value, of the articles 
belonging to this appropriation which may be on hand in the 
navy yards at the close of the next preceding fiscal year. 

Sec. . And be it further enacted, That, whenever in the 
opinion of the Secretary of the Navy it shall be conducive to the 
public interest to use any article of provisions, materials, or 
other stores, for a different appropriation from that under which 
they may have been purchased for the naval service, it shall be 
lawful for him to authorize such use, and it shall be his duty to 
certify to the Secretary of the Treasury, the value or cost of the 
articles thus used; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized and required to cause the proper officers of the Trea- 
sury to transfer the amount of such cost or value apon the books 
of the Treasury, from the appropriation tor which the articles 
may have been used, to theappropriation from which they may 
have been or may be taken, so that the actua! expenditure under 
each may be accurately shown. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
proposed the following amendment to come in at the close of 

e bill: 

“ For distribution as prize money among the officers and 
crew of the private armed brig General Armstrong, per act of 
thirtieth June, eighteen hundred and thirty-four, two thousand 
nine hundred and seventy-five dollars and twenty cents.” 

Mr. ATHERTON stated that it was merely a reappropriation 
of part of the $10,000 appropriated to this object which had 
been carried to the sinking fund, and 

After a few remarks from Mr. R. GARLAND, the ques- 
tion was taken, and the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PAYNTER moved an amendment appropriating 
$100,000 for constructing adry dock at Philadelphia. 

Mr. ATHERTON made a pointof order based upon the 76th 
rule, which provides that no amendment shall be in order to an 
appropriation bili, except to carry out the provisions of exist- 
ing laws. 

Play CHAIR [Mr. Lingoiz] decided the amendment to be out 
of order. 

Mr. PAYNTER appealed from that decision; and the ques- 
tion being “Shall the decision of the Cram stand as the judg- 
ae committee?” It was put, and the decision was af- 


irmed. 
Mr. REED submitted the following amendment: 
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SEC. . And be it further enacted, that the sum of sixty 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out 
of any usappropriated money in the Treasury, for the prepa- 
ration and commericement of the third steam vessel of war au- 
thorized by anact of March third, eighteen hundred and thirty. 

~ nine, in addition to any materials which may be on hand suita» 
ble for such vessels. 

Mr. HABERSHAM moved to amend the above by the addition 
ofthe following: 

Provided, That the said steam shipshall be so constructed 
as not to draw more than sixteen feet of water with all her ar- 
mament, provision, and other lading, necessary to prepare her 


for sea. 

Mr. HABERSHAM explained the object of the amendment. 
It was to have the vessel so constructed that it would be able to 
navigate Southern rivers, if necessary, as a meane of defence. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN opposed the amendment. It was in conse- 
qnence of legislation of this kind, in all probability, that the 
construction of vessels was imperfect, and for which the Navy 
Commissioners had been blamed. A vessel so constructed 
could not stand the sea. 

The question was taken on the amendment to the amendment, 
and it was disagreed to. 

The question recurring on tne amendment of Mr. REszDp, it 
was taken, and there being 43 ayes, aud 41 noes, and there be- 
ing uo quorum, 

he committee rose, and the chairman reported that fact to 


On motion of Mr. NAYLOR, 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tvuesnay, July 7, 1840. 

Mr. ALLEN eaid that, by the wording of the journal of Fri- 
day last, he was placed ina false position, and he wished it to 
be corrected if it could be done withouta vielation of the rules 
of the Senate. The journal states that the Senator from Mis- 
souri (Mr. Benton} having introduced a bill to continue the 
existence of the banks of the District for the purpose of wind- 
ing up their affairs, the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. 
HvsBsarp} moved to amend by substituting for it a portion of 
the bill from the House, placing them in a similar position with 
the Union Bank of Georgetown. Iam there said to have made 
a motion for adjournment, which was negatived, &c. Now it 
willbe recollected by every Senator who was present, that after 
the Senator from New Hampshire moved his amendment, 
the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray] moved to further 
amend by adding the rest of the bill trom the House, which 
was, in effect, a recharter of banks now in a state of suspension. 
It was upon the motion of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cray] that he (Mr. ALLEN) predicated his motion for adjourn- 
ment, and not on that of the Senator from New Hampshire, as 
it now appears on the journal. Mr. A. said he was not ac- 
quainted with the rule relative to the making out of the jour- 
nal, and wished not to be understood as intending any censure 
on the Secretary, but hoped that it might be made so as to con- 
form to the facts. 


Mr. WALKER suggested whether an improvement might 
not be made in the mode of keeping the journals, and sard that 
a similar occurrence took place in his own case undera former 
Secretary, as that just referred to by the Senator from Ohio. A 
bill was before the Senate of great interesi tv many of his con 
stituents, to which he moved an important amendment. In the 
subsequent political canvass in his State, he asserted that he 
had made this motion, and referred to the journal for proof of 
the fact; but the journal being produced, no notice whatever had 
been takenof it. Heimmediately wrote to the Secretary, and 
then for the first time learned that except the yeas and nays 
were called on a motions to amend, it was not entered on the 
journal. The Secretary, nowever, had fortunately preserved a 
copy of his amendment, and sent a certificate attesting the fact 
of his having offered it. He thought it would be better if, in 
the progress of a bill, every motion to amend should be entered 
upon the journal. : 

The CHAIR stated he had been looking over the rules, and 
found the following on this subject: 

“Rule 32. The proceedings of the Senrte, when not acting in 
committee of the whole, shall be entered on the journal as con- 
cisely as possible, care being taken to detail a true and accurate 
account of the proceedings: but every vote of the Senate shall 
be entered on the journal, and a brief statement of the contents 
of each petition, memorial, or paper, presented to the Senate, 
shall also be inseried on the journal.” 

It was therefore apparent that the journal was made out as 
prescribed by the rule, and no censure could attach to the 

ecretary. To meetthe views of the Senators from Ohio and 
Mississippi, a change of the rule would be necessary. 

Mr. ALLEN said he had not the remotest intention of cen- 
suring any one, but called attention tn the matter, that it might 
be corrected, if it could be done without a violation of the 
rules; and if this could not be done, that his having requested 
it might be noticed by the reporters for the public prints. 

The CHAIR presented to the Senate a repoit from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in compliance with a resolution 
of the 6th instant, calling for copies of all circulara issued 
since the passage of the compromiseact; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. WALL presented the memorial of citizens of Jersey city, 
in the State of New Jersey, remonstrating against the repeal of 
the pilot law of 1837. . 

Also, from citizens of the United States generally, asking that 
“Raub’s double self-acting safety valve” may be of general 
use in steam oats in the United States. , 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, made unfa- 
vorable reports on House bills for the relief of Wm. Lomax, of 
Nathan Baldwin. and of Jas. Boylan. , i 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Select Committee to which had 
been referred the the bill from the Hones of Eopresebtati ved 

ulating the mileage cf members of Congress, made $ 
por accompanied by a resolution that the bili be indefinitely 

ned. A 

oe CLAY took occasion to ask if the report that a jog 
been read was from the majority of the commiitee- h r C. 
gaid that he had not been present at any meeung M, D, ad 
mittee, nor had the Senator from Massachusetts, f I ai a hae 
He said that he had brought his mind to the fu cony, jon i 
the bill from the House ought to be acted on. He Moves to 
make the report the special order for Thursday next, by w 
time it could be prind and laid on 


their tables. 
On motion of 


NORVELL, the report was ordered tẹ be 
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ee 
printed, and the motion of Mr. CLar, making it the apecial otder 
for Taatsday, was agree itv. TAC 

The resolunon relaung to an ex imination, by a board of dra- 

on oftivers, of Colts inproved fi arms, was taken up, anl, 
after womg amended, was, on motion af Mr, CLAY of A’avama, 
lail on the tabe. 

Mr. HENDERSON submitted a joint resolution to remit the 
duties on iron used by the West Feliciana Railroad, which he 
asked might be consitered at the present time; but objection 
twing made, Mr. H. gave notice that tomorrow he wou'd ask 
leare to introduce the joint resolution. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, aske@ the Sena'e to indnige him in 
taking up out ofits order on the calendar the joint resolution 
direc'ing the return to the State ot Kentucky of 195 s.ands of 
arms. Mr. C. having explained the merits of the case, it was 
onlered ta be engrossed. 

Mr. LINN asked to take up from the table the bill fur the 
relief of the heirs of Miguel Estiva, which. after being ex- 
plained and advocated by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, was ordered 
to be engro~wed. 


The biil forthe reliefof James I. Clark was considered as in | 


committee of the whole, and, aftes duing s9 amended as toal- 


low said Clark “one hundred and sixty dollars and ninety-four , 


cents,” was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to amend an act entitled un act regulating the pay of 
the navy wastaken up, when 

Mr. WILLIAMS entered into an explanation of its merits, 
and a d:scussion ensued. in which Messrs. NORVELL, CAL- 
HOUN, DAVIS, BUCHANAN, and others participated, in op- 


grate] by itto the Secretary of the Navy was mors than 


ought t» be entrusted to any iadividual; Nr. WILLIAMS end | 


Mr. TAPPAN atlvocated it, contending ihat the power was 
wholesome, and ought to be incident to the secretary; when 
Mr. WILLLAMS moved to lay the bill on the table, which 


was agreed ta, 
COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill to ensure | 


the more faithful exeeution of the lawa relating to the ccllec- 
tion of duties on imports. The question being on Mr. Brn- 
tron’s amendment, providing that drawbacks on articles manu- 
factured in the United States fram toreing material, subject to 
duty, should be proportioned to the duues as reduced by the 
compromise act. 

Mr. DAVIS said he had designed to make some remarks 
on the subject of this amendment, but having learned that 
the committee halexpressed an opinion unfavorable to any 
present action upon it, he would, at this time, say nothing 
about it. 

Mr. Banron’s amendment was rejested, 18 follows: 

YEAS— Mesere. Allen, Anderson, B-nton, Brown, Clay ef 
Alabami, Lumpkin, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, aad Young—12. 

NAYS—Measts. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, 
Claytoa, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Hubbard, Huntiagion, King, 
Knight, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pheips, Porter, Preati 
Roane, Robinson, Smith of Indiana, White, Williams, a 


Wright—23. E . 
was ordered to be engrossed by the fol 


The bill, as amended, 
lowing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Ben‘on, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Cuthb-rt, Davia, Dixon, Grundy, Hubbard, 
Huntington, King, Knight, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nichclas, Norvell, 
Phelps, P.erce, Porter, Prantizs, Robinson, Smith or Connecti- 
cut, Emith of Indiana, Bturgeon, Tappan, Wali, White, Wil- 
lia na, Wright and Young—32. 

N AY 3—Mezsrs. Krown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Hender- 
son, Strange and Waiter—6, 

On motion of Mr. PEEL'S, the Senate proceeded to consider 
House bill for the reliei vi Sylvester Phelps, and the heirs and 
l representatives of Charles Landon, deceased. 

r. P. went at length into the merits of this bill, advocating 
it with much zeal, and was repiiedtv by Mr, HUBBARD, with 
equal zeal, ia opposition; when 

. On mouonof Mr. CLAY of Alabama, 

` The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tusspay, July 7, 1840. 

The Journal of vesterday having veen read— 

Mr. TRIPLETT roze and asked the unanimous consent of the 
Houses to offer a resolution, which, ue said, he had for three or 
four days past desired to present, and which he asked might be 
read for injormation. If any objection was mada, he gave no- 
tice that he would move a suspension of the rule, and ask the 
yeas and nays. 

The resolution was then read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to this House, 
on the firat day of tiie next -ession of Congress, the amount of 
expenditure in suppressing Indian hostilities in Florida, showing 
disunctly the various iiems of expenditure; that he report the 
number of troops employed in that sarvice, and the length of 
time employed; distinzuighing the commissioned officers from 
the privates and non commissioned officers, and the amount of 
pay to those officers, and to the non-commissioned officers and 
privates; the amount paid for subsistence and transportation, 
and the nems of such expenditure separately; the other ex- 
penses under their appropriate Aeads, and the items of such ex- 
penditure. ; i k 

Mr. C. JOHNSON objectel. He did not, he said, object to 
the cali for the information generally, but he objected to going 
into these details, which wou!d sweii intoa volume as big as a 
common Bible. 

Mr. TRIPLETT (undet leave) said that the gentleman from 
T: nnessze would not, he was sure, make any objection if he un- 
derstood the matter. The items were called for only where they 
were necessary toshow whether the money had been expended 
according to law. 


tion to the bill, on the ground that the power proposed to | 


I have not (continued Mr. T.) meved in this matter without . 


reflection, and such information as convinces. me that thede- 
taited intermation I require sroin the Secretary of War is neces- 
sary to our future correct and informei leg'station on future ap- 
propriativas for carrying on the Fiona war, as well as to know 
how the money we have alread, appropriated has been expend- 
ed by the Executive. Ihave, with some pana and much labor, 
made abstracts from all the appropiiation muls lor suppressing 
Indian hostilities, and carrying òs tie Fiorida war ior the years 
1286, 1637, and 1838, whieh I iwid i: ay hand, (which do notin- 
cludethe expenses of the reguiat a:my,) and they amount to 
$20,293,117. This House anu the people have a right to know 
pow thisamount of money has veen expended; and to show 
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the Hous: that this 1s not a motion connected with elec:ioncer- 
ing, I have required this information to becummiunicated to the 
next Cougress—afier the Presidential election is over—as I did 
not expect to get itat this. [bel eve the gentleman from Ten- 
hessee is mistaken in supposing it will makea bouk as big asa 
Bible. I believe the whole information can be communicated in 
some 60 or 75 pages, if itis properly and appropriately arrange:i, 
but large or small, I believe our duty to our constituents ant 
ours-lves requires us to have it. Much speculation and rumor 
are afloat on this subject, and we are entitled to know ihe truch, 
an Ì have the information in an authentic shape. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said he made no objection to the re- 
solution on the grernd that it was an electioncering document, 
or that it wouid affect the Presidential election one way or the 
other. He objected because the items would run out into a 
volume. 

Mr. ‘TRIPLETT then moved a suspension of the rule, and 
asked the yeas and nays, (the demand for which, however, he 
subsequently withdrew.) 

And the SPEAKER being about to put the question on the 
motion to auspend, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON withdrew his objection. 

And the question being on the aduption of the resolution, 

Mc. McK AY said that, as he understood the gentieman from 
Kentucky, (Mr. TRIPLETT,} he had stated thatthe aggregate 
amount of appropriauons for the Seminole war was over 
$20,000,000. He (Mr. McK.) had seen a statement, prepared 


with great care at the Quartermaster’s Department, by which the | 


amount of appropriations, commencing in January, 1836, not 
only for the Seminole war, but for the suppression of Creek 
and Cherokee hostilities, amounted to only nineteen miliions, 
or a little upwards. This sum of nineteen milliens was con- 
fined not to operations in Florida alone, but with the Creeks 
aad Cherokees. 

And the question on the adoption of the resolution was then 
taken and agreed to. 

The SPEAKER having announced the next business in order 
to be reports from committees, 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a suspension of the rule for the purpose 
of taking up from the SPEAKRR’s table the bill from the Senate 
known as the bankrupt law, 

The SPEAKER indicated to Mr. B. that it was hia intention, 
after the morning hvur had expired, to ask that, by general 
consent, the table should be cleared. 

After a momentary conversation between Mr. BRIGGS and 
Mr. PICKENS, the former withdrew his motion, and 

Mr. PICKENS, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, re- 
Ported a bill to provide for the expenses of making an explo- 
Tation and survey of the Northeastern boundary. Read twice, 
and committed, 

Mr. P. from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, reported back 
the joint resolution ef the Senate authorizing the President of 
the United States to accept certain presents from the Imaum of 
Muscat, and the Emperor of Morocco, and to dispose of the 
same, with an amendment. 

Mr. P. observed that it was highly important some action 
should be had on this subject, as he understood the Imaum’s 
vessel was required to return in the last week of June, or the 
first of the present month. Under those circumstances, he 
cae House would dispose of the rosolution without fur- 
ther delay. 

Mr. ADAMS, after alluding to his attempt to speak upon this 
subject on a former day, when he was cut short by the previous 
question, preceeded to make some remarks on the joint resolu- 
tion as amended by the Committee on Foreign Affairs. Ie was 
glad to see that the resolution, in its amended form, took away 
that express authority given to the President, as it was origi- 
nally worded. ; ' 

After some further remarks, Mr. A. said he considered this 
subject one of a very important character, and which required 
mature deliberation Hethen referred to the various instances 
when application had been made to Congress respeciing the 
disnosal of such presents, and expressed a hope that the House 
would pause before giving its sanction to the resolution. He 
then went into an examination of the circumstances under 
which presents had been refused on previous occasions, and 
contended that the argument that a non-acceptance of the pre- 
sents would give offence, was mere pretence. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House acommunication from 
the Secretary of State, accompanied by astatement showing the 
number of passengers arriving in the various ports of the 
United States from foreign countries durirg the last year; which 
was, 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS, ordered to lie on the table, and be 
rinted. 

F Various bills from the Senate lying on the SPEAKER’sS table 

were taken up, and appropriately referred. 


BANKRUPT BILL. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act to provide- for a 
uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United States,” 
coming up in its order for reference, 

Mr. PICKENS said: Considering the late period of the seg- 
sion, and the almost impossibility of a full and thorough diecus- 
sion on its merits—considering, also,the great interests Involved, 
and that it embraces principles novel in our legislation, and its 
retrospective action being of doubtful constitutionality, and in- 


jurieus to sonnd merchants—considering, also, that. it does not 


propose a sooner action than the first of February next—under 
these circumstances. I move to lay the biil upon the table. 
Mr. STANLY called for the yeas and nays on that motion. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a call of the House; which was . 


ordered, and preceeded in till 180 members answered to their 
names; when * i 

Mr. WELLER moved that all further proceedingsin the call 
be dispensed with; which motion was agreed to—ayes 77, noes 
55. 


The question recurring on the motion of Mr. Picgens to lay 
on the table, and the yeas and nays having been ordered on that 
motion, were— yeas 102, nays 99, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Judson Allen, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V, Brown, 
Burke, Bynum, Juha Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chinn, 
Conuor, Mark A. Cooper, William R, Cooper, Craig, Cross, 
Dane. John Davis. Doan. Doig, Dromgoole, Eari, Eastinan, 
Bly, Pine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, 
Gerry, Goggin, Griffin, Hammond, John Hastings, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Holleman, 
Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Caye John- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kilie, Leadbetter, Leo- 
nard, Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, New- 


SS 
hard, Parrish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Picke; ; 
Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, James Rosen Spe rentiss, 
muels, Shaw, Shepard, John Smith, Thomas Smith Bark = 
ther, Steenrod, Stuart, Sumter, Sweney, Taylor, Philip F The 
mas, Waddy Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, Watterson, Wel, 
Jer, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wuhams, and Lewig Wit 
liams—102, EAM 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Hugh J, Anderso; 
Biker, Ball, Bulle, Brizg, Brockway, Albert G. Brown, Wee 
O. Butler, Calhoun, Carter, Chapman, Chittenden, Clark Clie: 
ford, James Cooper, Crahb, Crans:on, Crary, Curtis, Cushin k 
Davee, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Daws: n, Dennis, Deller 
Evans, Everett, Filmore, Rice Gailand, Giddings, Gray h 
Green, Grincell, Habersham, Wiliam S. Hastings Henry, Hoff. 
man, Hubbard, Huut, Jackson, James, Charles Johnston, 
Kempshall, King, Leet, Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, Mason’ 
Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor 
Nisbet, Ogle, Palen, Parris, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rari 
den, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant Si. 
monton, Albert Smith, Stanly, Stroag, Jacob Thompson, Th 
linghast, Toland, ‘Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, David D 
Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, Edward D. White, Wick, Thomas 
W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher H, Wil. 
liams—89. 

So the bill was laid upon the table. 

i Various o'her Senate bills were read, and appropriately ra. 
erred. 

The bill granting two townships of land to the University of 
the Territory of Iowa, which had been returned from the Se. 
nate, with an amendinent, was taken up— 

And, on motionof Mr. LINCOLN, the amendment was con- 
curred in. 

Nr. UNDERWOOD (on leave) presented a memorial, which 
was referred. : 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, the rules were suspended, and’ 
the House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union (Mr, Lrncoun of Mass. in the chair,) and re. 
sumed the consideration of the 


AVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The pending question wae on the motion of Mr. Ragen, (aub- 
mitted last evgning, and left undecided for want of a quorum,) 
to amend the till by inserting an appropriation of $60,000 for. 
the preparation and commencement of the third steam vessel 
authorized by the act of March 3d, 1839. i 

Mr. PETRIRIN moved to amend the bill by striking out the 
following wor é 

“Sro. 3. And de if further enacted, That the following sum, 
being tne unoxpenged balance of a former appropriation which 
has been carried WW the credit of the surplus fund, be, and the 
same is hereby, reappropriated, viz: 

“For the purchase of a site and the construction of a dry 
dock for the naval service in the harbor of New York, as autho. 
rized by the act of the 3d March, 1835, $9,563 61.” 

Mr. P. contended that there were as many dry docks as were 
necessary to repair vessels. He alluded also to some recent in- 
vention of floating docks, which, he said, would supersede the 
necessity ofdry docks, and which could be constructed to the 
number of twenty floating docks for a single dry dock. 

After a few brief remarks from Mr. STANLY and Mr. FISH. 
ER in reply, the question was taken by tellers oa the amend 
ment, and it was agreed to—ayes 77, noes 67. i 

Mr. WADDY THOMP<ON said he would vote for the ap 
propriation for a dry dock at New York, because he believed it 
necessary. He wished, however, to offer an amendment mak: 
ing an appropriation for the establishment of a dock at Pensai 
cola. Mr. T. then, with much force, described the advantages 
of Pensacola, and the great importance of our having a naval 
depot at that place. His proposed amendment was, however, 
ruled out of order. i 

Mr. PETRIKIN then, asa point of order, insisted that there 
wa no law autuorizing the construction of a dry dock at New 

York. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said the gentleman was mistaken. 
‘There hac been three several acts passed; one authorizing the 
¢.-nstruction of a dry dock at Charlestown, Massachusetts; ore 
at Gosport, Virginia; aud one at New York. ` 

Mr. PETRIKIN was understood to argue that the law giving 
the power m relation to the site and construction of a dry dock 
at New York had expired. N 

Mr. JONES said that the law was now in full force in the sta- 
tute book. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS inguired if this appropriation was 
included in the estimates? 

Mr. JONES af Virginia replied that it was. 

Mr. PETRIKIN was understood to inquire whether any 
estimate had been made of the whale cost of the construction? 

To this question, the reply was understood to be in the pe 

tive, ` 

Mr. LEADBETTER opposed the appropriation. He consi: 
dered there were dry docks enough already, and if a vessel at 
New York wanted repair, why could jt not be sent to Charlee 
town before it was too rotten, and there be repaired? y 

Mr. RAMSEY did not wish to raise unnecessary objections 
to the defence of the country or the improvement of the navy: 
What he wanted was thatwe should have a strict estimate of 
what such works would cost. He was opposed to the present 
system of plunging into extravagant expenditures in the erec- 
tion of our public works. He wished gentlemen ta look at our 
public works, and the immense difference between the esti- 
mates and the actual cost. He was opposed to the erection of 
a dry dock in New York, because he believed it unn 


- He had also voted against the construction of adry doek in bis 


own State upon the same ground. We had already two dry 
docks, which cost a million and a hali of dollars, and these in 
his opinion wero amply sufficient for the number of vessels We 


ad. 

Mr. GRINNELL advocated the appropriation, and tom- 
mented upon the peculiar advantages poseessed by New York, 
Which pointed her out as the most eligible spot for the erection 
ol a doek. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine cal'ed attention to the fact that by the 

discovery of anew channel by. Lieutenant Gedney, the only 
plausible objection to the selection of New. York for the erec- 
tion of a dock, was rem^ved. After the subject had been in 
agitation for five yeare, he hoped there would beno further ob- 
jection. : 
: Mr. JONES of Virginia, stated that as a further reason for the 
erection of a dock at New York, he would read a letter from the 
Secretary of the Navy, by which it would be seen that thers 
were two vessels of the line at that place in: so bad a condition 
that they could not be removed without an almost total 
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ingly read the letter of the Secretary, which 
can J ied the immediate commencement of the 


a ANDERSON said, that he agreed entirely with his friend 
from Onio and the honorable member from Pennsylvania, that 
in the proeent exhausted condition of the Treasury, we should 
make new appropriations with great care, and as sparingly as 
a proper to the paramount interests of the country would 

tmit; and he was free to confess, that if the work for which 
the item of appropriation now under consideration wasintended 
to provide, was one uf those which required but little ume to ex- 
ecute, he would prefer to postpone it until the finances of the 
country were in a condition better able to justify the expendi- 
tere. But it would be considered by the committee, that the 
construction of the work would necessarily require much time, 
and the appropriation now proposed wouid enable the Depart- 
ment only to take the preparatory 
ton of the improvement contemplated. 


steps towards the prosecu- | 


Wnh regard to the importance and necessity of a dry dock, 


pot only at the Navy Yard at New York, but ultimately at all 
our principal naval establishments, Mr. A. entertained a strong 
convietion that they would be found indispensable to the suc- 
cessful prosecution of our naval operations. We had now but 
two, loeated at Charleston and Norfolk, and he believed it 
would be acknowledged by every one at all acquainted with the 
naval service, that this number was entirely inadequate to the 

nt, much less the prospective necessities of the service. 
Were itthe pleasure of the committee to provide forthe con- 
struction of two works of this kind at the present session, he 
would with great pleasure go for the amendment of his friend 
from Peansyivania, and provide for the commencement of a si- 
milar work at the navy yard at Philadelphia. Butit must be 
obvious that in the present condition of our finances, 1 would 
be hopeless to expect that more than one of these works would 
be authorized at the present session; and he could not doubt 
that the navy yard at New Yerk was fairly entitled to the pri- 
ority, and he believed he could say that in this opinion the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affaire, who had given the subject some atten- 
tion, fully concerre!. He would suggest, then, to the honorable 
member from Pennsylvania, whether he would expedite the 
econsruction of a dock at Philadelphia, by defeating the pro- 
posed appropriation for such a work at New York? If the work 
was as important as he fully believed it to be, Mr. A. thought it 
could not be commenced too soon; and he hoped, therefore, that 
the item of approp.iation providing for its commencement 
would be retained in the biil. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi contended that in the erec- 
tion of public works, a due regard should be had to the interesis 
ofthe whole counay. Ifthere were funds sufficient for duild- 
ing a dry dock atail, he would advocate its location at Pensacola. 
He chen at some length described the advantages of that section 
of the country watered by the Mississippi, and the great injury 
an enemy mizht do by obtaining possession of it. 

Mr. REED made a few remarks (in reply to a statement of 
Mr, Perrixın)in which he scouted the idea of any present dis- 
covery embracing any successful substitute for dry ducks. 

As to dry docks at the South, he would go for them on all 
proper occasions whee thzy were shown to be ne The 
only object of the present intimation of the fitness of other 
places seemed to him to he to defeat the appropriation for the 

cruction at New York. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN thought that the Treasury of the country 
was not in a situation to enable us to build additional dry docks, 
but thought that i! another was to be built, it was more im- 
portantat Pensacola than elsewhere. 

Mr. HOFFMAN deprecated the appeal which had been 
made, in the courae of the debate, to sectional feeling—contend- 
ing that the only questien for the consideration of the committee 
was, whether adry dock would be useful to the navy. Tf 99, 
the appropmation should be made, no matter where the particu- 
lar spot might be—on the East, the West, the North, or the 
South. He looked upon the whole svatem as a great measure 
connected with the naval defence of our country—to emlure 
now and in all fature time, to enable our navy again to go forth 
conquering and toconquer. Mr. H. went into an examination 
of the policy of constructing these works at the points most 
convenient, contrasting it with the policy of England, and con- 
tending that the dry docks forthe navy of the United States 
ought to be in proportion as 3 or 4 to 1 for the navy of Great 
Britain, because the force of the latter was always in commis- 
sion or his own part, he would stud our coast with dry 
docks, beginning at the North, aod going downto smalier con- 
structions in the waters uf the South, according to their depth. 
He wouid build them wherever they might be required. Buta 
beginning must be made, and none could be more appropri- 
ate thaa this. 

Mr. SERGEANT expreseed himself in favor of dry docks, 
andof the appropriation now proposed for that at New York. 
But he put it to the gentlemen in favor of sucha work at Pen- 
acola, whether they were likely to gain their point by stoppings 
the apprepriation for the work at New York. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST also supported the appropriation; and 
in doing so, submitted some general remarks in relation to the 
peculiar fitness and advantages of the waters of the Narragan- 
sett bay for a nava! depot. 

And the question was then put on the motion of Mr, PETIKIN 
to strike out the said section. 

A targe majority of those present stood up inthe negative, but 
no qaerum voted. 

It wanted now only about four or five minutes of the usual 
hour of recess, andan informal proposition was made never to 
mind so br'ef a spice, but to go home to dinner like gentlemen 
and good Christians. 

The CHAIRMAN said this could be done by general con- 
sn. Whereupon, in less than two shakes, the hall was 


¢ 
And the House took its usual recess until 4 o'clock. 
EVENING SESSION. 
Meee se went in into Co Whole—Mr 
jeuse went again into Committee of the le— Mr. 
Laxcous in the Chair, onthe f 
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NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL; 1 f 
But there being no quorum present, J 
Mr. CUSHING embraced that o} portunity for the pafrpose 


ot making a few remarksin relation to the employment of a 
portion of our navy, end the obstructions to vur ‘coflimerce, 
occasioned by the blockade of the river La Plata; gfid antici- 
patiag the ume when his remarks on the question Of repone 
the Lill. wontd bein order,and to save the time ofthe House, 
he would move to strike out the enacting clause of the bill, so as 
to make his remarks in order now, while the House wasas- 
sembling. 

Mr. C. after some further preliminary remarks, observed, 
among other things, that he did not mean to deny that France 
was sincere in her attempt to obtain redress from the Argentine 
Republic, for which purpose the blockade had been instituted, 
which interfered so seriously with our commerce. 

Mr C. then proceeded to show that, although there was no 
actual war between France and the Argentine Republic, nor 
any adequate cause for war, at least on the part of France; yet 
the consequence to the commerce of this country and Great 
Britain, as neutral nations, was precisely the same as if there 
Were actual war. He therefore wished to know if it was pro: 
per we should submit to the inconvenience of such a blockade, 
withvutan ac‘nal war between the parties. The law ofnations, 
as hitherto understood, did not recognise ın one nation a right to 
blockade the ports of another. to the exclusion of neutral pow- 
ers, unless such blockade were consequent upon a declaration 
of war. He contended that the course now pursuing by France 
was an innovation on the law of blockade, and which subjected 
us to all the inconveniences efan actual war between the two 


: countries, without giving correspondent advantages. 


Mr. C. then referred to various authorities to show that he 
was correct in the view he had taken, and that such a blockade 
was an unlawful one, as it was not conseqrent on a declaration 
of war, and neither of the parties admitted an actual fact of war. 
The operation of this blockade upon our commerce was unjust. 
Tt was, in fact, a war in disguise upon the’ trade of this coun- 
try and Great Britain by exciuding the commerce of the two 
powers, 

This question was also important in relation to the affairs 
which had grown up in the East. Mr. C. then referred to the 


; circumstances attending the blockade of Canton by the Britieh; 
' and observed that if Great Britain, after protesting against the 
i conduct of France in blockading, without an actual declaration 


of war, should pursue the same course herself with regard to 


China, then an advantage would accrue to this country: for our | 


Government and our merchants might, upon the authority of 


Great Britain herself, make retaliation for the injury done us : 


by sucha blockade. And the time might, and probably would, 
come, when circumstances might require us to adopt the same 
system of peaceable blockade. It would be remembered that 
we were about pursuing a similar course some time ago, in 
order to enforce our claims on Mexico; and should England and 
France, the two leading powers of Europe, concur in adopting 
that system, then, whenever circumstances might require, we 
should have the right, on her own principle, to exclude Great 
Britain from any of the countries of Spanish America with 
which we might happen to have differences, 

After some further remarks, in which he urged the necessity 
of our showing that we were alive to this matter, Mr. C. said 
that, as a quorum had now arrived, aod he had accomplished 
his object, he would withdraw his motion. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. PETRIKIN 
to strike out the appropriation for a dry dock at New York, and 
decided in the negative—ayes 39, noes 90. 

Mr. McKAY inquired of the Caam whether it would bein 
order to offer an amendment, which was read for the informa- 
tion of the committee, as follows: 

And be it further enacted {That at least one-fourth of it war- 
rants conferring the rank of midshipman, shall, for the future, 
be granted tu such persons qualified according to existing re- 
gulations, as shall hav been duly enlisted in accordance with 
the provisions of the act to provide for the enlistment of 
boys for the naval service, approved March 24, 1837, as shall 
by their good conduct and proficieney in their duties entitle 
themselves to promotion, under direction of the President. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment would not be in 
order; and Mr. McKay did not press it. 

Mr, GIDDINGS offered an amendment appropriating certain 
sums for the improvement of Grand, Huron, Black, and other 
rivers. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. DILLET said he understood that there would be no bill 
which it would be more appropriate to submit a motion which 
he intended to make, to amend, than this biil. He moved an 
amendment proposing to appropriate $55,450 68 to complete 
the improvements in Mobile harber. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. DILLET said the work wasnow in progress; and the 

robability was that there would be no bill which it would 
be more appropriately in order to amend than this, and he 
therefore hop 
amendment. 

The CHAIR said the amendment waa clearly out of order. 
He would suggest to the gentleman that the House could, at any 
time, order a bill to be reported in accordance with his wish. 

The amendment was not further pressed. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN moved an amendment appropriating 
$25,000 for constructing barracks at Brooklyn, Charlestown, 
and Gosport. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN contended that the amendment was in or- 
der—that it was to continue works upon which $50.000 had 
been expended on each, without completing them. The sum 
now paid by way of rent, was more than the interest on the 
amount that it would require to complete the buildings. Mr. 
H. dwelt on the importance of making the appropriation; and 
after afew remarks from Messrs. J. W. JONES and HOLLE. 
MAN, whether the amount proposed to be appropriated had 
been included in the estimates, the subject was dropped. 

Mr. MARK A. COOPER eaid he wished to have a vote on 
a proposition similar to one which the Committee of Ways and 
Means, of which he was a member, refused to entertain, that 


was, to reduce a certain class appropriations, including those to 


the committee would consent to admit the 
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navy yards, twenty-five per cent. on the amount in the bi!!. 
He was induced to make the motion from a cousideration oi ie 
present depressed state of the finances. 

_ Mr. HOLMES repudiated the idea of such narrow legisla- 
tion, such small economy asthe reduction of twenty-five per 
cent. on the expenditures for our navy yards, With a couniry 
stretching over so many degrees of longitude, and with a com- 
merce extended through the world, was it not paltry to talk 
about a reduction of twenty-five per cent. in the finances of 
the country for the repair of navy yards? Mr. H. then adverted 
to our deplorable condition Jas@ year, when we were upon the 
eve of plunging into a war with one of the greatest European 
powert, and urged the necessity of being prepared at all times 
for instant war. It was the duty of Government to be prepared 
for every emergency, and although the country might appear to 
sleep, like one of our noble seventy-fours on the bosom of the 
calm seas, yet shouid occasion require, we should then be realy 
to wake up in thunder upon our fves, and flash fire in the face 
of our enemies. , 

Mr. COOPER said he would go as far asany man to improve 
the condition of our navy. He was a friend tothe navy; and if 
the ‘treasury was in a condition to justify it, he would not hesi: 
tateto make larger appropriations than now contained in the 
bill; but he thought that the reduction in the experditures 
should be commensurate with the reduction in the revenues. 
Hisrule of acuon was that the garment should be cut accord: 
ing to his cloth. g 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said, if there was any one branch of 
the service which had undergone strict scrutiny, it was this. 
He was understood to say that it had undergone a reduction of 
fifty per cent. from former appropriations, or $75,000 iess than 
for the same objecta last year. 

On motion ot Mr. J. W. JONES, the bil! was ordered to be re 
ported to the House. 

The bill having been read through, and the question being on 
concurring with the committee in their amendments, and, on 
ordering the bill, as amended, to be engrossed for a third read- 


ing, 

Mr. WELLER moved the previous question; which received 
a second—ayes 77, noes 66. ; 

Mr. HABERSHAM wished to introduee the ‘amendment 
which had been offered by him in Committee of the Whole 
and rejected, restricting the draft of the third steam ship pro- 
posed to be built to sixteen feet water, so as to enable that 
steamer, if necessary forthe defence of the South, to navigate 
the southern rivers. He demanded the yeas and nays on the 
question, “Shall the main question be now put?’ The yeas 
and nays were not ordered; and the main question was ordered 
to be put. 

Mr. PARRIS of Maine moved to reconsider the vote second- 
ing the previous question; which question was taken by tellers, 
Messrs. WELLER and L. Win iiaMe acting as such, who reporte 
ed that there were—ayes 48, nozs 73. : 

So the House refused to reconsider the second to the previous 
question. A . : 

The question now recurring on the question of concurring 
with the ameadments of the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union to the bill, and ; 

The question being on the amendment of the Committee of 
Ways and Means appropriating $670,000 to reimburse after the 
year 1841, that smount of the fund for the gradual improvement 
of the navy, which had been, and is proposed to be, expended 
tor the construction of the steamships authorized to'be built Jast 


ear. 
7 Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 15, nays 86. 

No quorum having voted, the roll was again called, and the 
vote was—yeas 105, nays 46, as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Alien, Hugh 
J. Anderson, Atherton, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Briggs, 
Brockway, Burke, Calhoun, Carroll, Carter, Chapman, Chite- 
tenden, Craig, Cranston, Cross, Curtiz, Cushing, Dana, Da- 
vies, John vie, Garret Davis Dawson, Dennis, Doan, 
Doig, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Galbraith, J. 
Gariand, Gates, Goggin, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, Wil- 
liam S. Hastings, John Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Holleman, 
Hopkins, Hunt, Jackson, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, 
Nathaniel Jones, Joha W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kempshall, 
Kille, Leet, Lincoln, McKay, Marchand, Marvin, Miller, Mon- 
roe, Montanya, Naylor, Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, Payn- 
ier, Pickens, Prentiss, Randolph, Reed, Rhett, Ridgway, 
Rives, Robinson, James Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Ser- 
geant, Shaw, Shepard, Simouton, Slade, Albert Smith, John 
Smith, Truman Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sum- 
ter, Swearingen, Bweney, Tillinghast, Toland, ‘Underwood, D.: 
D. Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, Jared W. Williaus, Thomas 
W. Williams, and Henry Wiiliams— I5. 

NAYS—Mesars. Andrews, Banks, Blackwell, Boyd, Albert 
G. Brown, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Butler, Bynum, 
Carr, Casey, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Wiltiam R. Cooper, 
Dellet, Fornance,|Gerry, Giddings, Goode, Green, Griftin, Haw- 
kins, Hubbard, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnaon, Leadbetter, 
Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, Morgan, Parrish, Parris, Petri- 
kin, Pope, Proffit, Rariden, Reynolds, Thomas Smith, Stanly, 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Warren, Wat- 
terson, Weller, and Lewis Williams—46. g ‘ 

So the House concurred with the committee in their first 

mendment. pats fo 
i The House then concurred with the committee in the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Reen, transferring and placing under 
one head of appropriation the appropriation for building, re-. 
placing, and repairing vessels, an for ordnance, &. ad 

The question now being on concurtin with the third ameg is 
ment of the committee, as proposed by Mr. orp appropri 
$60,000 for constructing the third steam Vessel or ered to be bus 
last year, i oe 

Mi. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays, which having 
been ordered, were—yeas 78, nays 52, as 10 

YEAS Messrs, Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, H. 


i Brockway, 
J. Anderson, Andrews, Baker, Beatty, Briggs, < 
Bynum, Calhoun, Carroll, Carter, Chittenden, Davie Cooper, 
Cranston, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, P Everett, Galbraith, Gates, 
Davis, Dawson, Dennis, Doig, Earl, B. Hastings, Job 


Goggin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hond, Wa, 
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Hawes, Hoffman, Holleman, Holmes, Hunt, Jackson, 
i nifer, Charles Johnston, Kemble, Kempsha'l, Kille, 
King, Lincoln, Marchand, Marvin, Miller, Monroe, Morgan, 
Naylor, Newhanl, Oaborue, Palen, Parmenter, Paynter, Ran- 
dolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, Rusee!., Saltonstall, Sergeart, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Starkweather, Stuart, Sum- 
ter, Tulingham, Toland, Triplett, P. J. Wagner, and Tho. W. 
Witliamy—78. i 
NaYS—Moesrs. Atherton, Banks, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Albert t. Brown, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Connor, J. Cooper, 
Craig, Davee, Dellet, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, 
Gerry, Giddings, Goode, Green, Griffin, Hammond, Hawkins, 
Heary, Howard, Cave Juhnaon, N. Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Leadbetter, Leet, Lucas, McClellan, McCullob, McKay, 
Muntanya, C. Mortis, Parrish, Paris, Potrikin, Pickens, Pope, 
Prentiss, Profit, Rariden, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, J. Rogers, 
Samuele, Shaw, Shepard, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stanly, 
fkosnrod, Sirong, Swearingen, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, 
Turaey, Underwood, Warren, Watterson, Weller, Jared W? 
Williams, and Lewis Wililams—o2. 

So that amendment was concurred in. 

The fourth amendment of the committee reappropriating the 
prize money was agreed to. 

The question now being on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
fora thind reading, > 

Mr. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays; which the 

ouse refused to order. 

Tne question was then taken, and the bill was ordered tobe 
oagtossed and read a third time, and it was read the third time; 

the question being, “Shall the bili 3 

Mr. PETRIKIN invved to recommit the bill to the Commit- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, with in- 
structions 0 to amend it as to strike out the appropriation for 
a dry dock at New York: 

Mr P. advocated his motion to recommit with much warmth. 
He alleded to the present state of the Treasury, and contended 
that we were not now prepared to expend so nuch money in 
the erecuon of a dry dock which was not wanted. He called 
apon gentlemen not to waste the money ofthe people in that 
manner. For his part, he was an advocate of equal rights; and 
when they legislated, it ought te be for the good of the poor as 
wolii as the rich speculaiors, He declared that whatever others 
might do, he would never vote for any thing which was in di- 
rect viulation of the professions he made tothe world. He called 
upon the House tu be just befure it was generous, and, above all 
things, w be honest. Letthose gentlemen who made such pro- 
feasione of economy, now walk up to the chalk. Let them come 
up tothecrack like men, and show the country their voies. If 
this ropriation for a useless dry dock at New York was to 
be pi taking $96,000 of the people’s money for a beginning, 
which would actuaily cost a million, let the country see who it 
was that voted. Ho was determined to let it be seen if he could, 
and he desired the yeas and nays cn hia motion might be taken. 

Let gentleman come up to the chalk on the yeas and nays; let 
these be no skulking in the matter. 
Mr. HOFFMAN then sprung upon his feet, and said that on 
a certain occasion after a thrilling speech in the British House ef 
an immediate adjournment was moved, leat by other 
speakers the enraptured hearers should be awoke from the 
trance into which they had been thrown. §So,said Mr. H af- 
ter hearing so subiime an appeal from the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, in order that the effect it has produced may not be 
marred by the humbler speeches of other members, I move 
the ious question. 
h received a second—ayes 72, noes 39. 
So tha motion to recomm.t was cut off. 
` The main question was ordered to be put, and the question be- 
“Shall the bill yp 
r. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays; which having 
been ordarac, were yens 154, nays 10. 

Mr. CARR inquired of the Cair whether it was not, under 

the rule, ey eed for every member in his seat to vote. 

Mr. STANLY said the gentleman fooked towards him; and 

he defied him to compel him to vote. 
Mr. CARR said he did allude to the gentleman from North 
Carolina and others. The rule should be enforced upon them. 

So the bill was 

Mr PROFFIT asked the general consent of the House to go 
into committee for the remainder of the evening, on the hill 
from the Senate entitled an act to confirm to the State of Indi- 
ana the land aelecte:! by her for that portion of the Wabash and 
Erie canal which hes between the mouth of the Tippecanoe 
river and Terre Haute, and for other purposes. Mr. P. said 
he was willing that the bill should be passed upon without de- 
bate, and he would not debate it unless called upon to explain 
its P Bn R 

r. JONES of Virginia had no objection, if the bill would 

aot E rise to debate, but he was of opinion that it weuld; 
and hedid net think that this bill should be taken up in prefe- 
rence to the appropriation bills; They should be acted upon 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said the best course to get speedy ac- 
tion upon the bill would be to discharge the Committee of the 
#0 as to bring it before the House; he therefore made 

that motion. 
A debate of a conversational character here took place; and 


Defore pak ringed was taken, 
Mr. STEENROD inoved that the House adjourn; which was 
as oy to on count—ayes 75, noes 57. 
House accordingly adjourned. 
IN Pens 1840 
: BONBSDAY, Ju . 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented the momorial of the Anti-Slave- 
ry ety of Hastern Pennsylvania, requesting Congress “to 


take such measures as will be most consistent witb sound po- 
licy and with equal justice to all the States and all the inhabi- 
tants of the Union, for the purpose of amending the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the United states, so as to abolish all require- 
ment upon the people of this Commonwealth to participate in 
any manner in holding human beings in slavery.’ 
question npon the reception of this memorial was laid 

wpon che table, on the motion of Mr. LUMPKIN of Georgia, 
and in accordance with the practice of the Senate in such cases. 

Mc. PIERCE, from the Commiitee on Pensions, to which 
was referred ` 

The bill for the relief of Gideon Sheldon; and 
- The bill forthe relief of Jared Winslow; : 
veperted the same without amendment, and recommended their 
yer. 


also, from the sme çommittpo, made unfavorable re- 


| 


H 


porta on the bill tor the relief of Robert Frazierand the bill for 
the relief of Helen Miller. . 

Nr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
was referred the bills for the relief of William Ieel, George 
Hommili, and Charles Risley, made unfavorable reports 
thereon, 

Mr. HENDERSON, in pusuance of notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introdude a joint resolution for the relief of the 
Wea Feliciana Railroad Company; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading; and after some remarks hy Messrs. 
HENDERSON and WRIGHT, it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

The bill from the House making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year 1340, [was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

On motion hy Mr. DAVIS, the bill tø establish ports of entry 
in the States ot Arkansas and Missouri, and allow debenture on 
foreign goods conveyed over land from such ports to Mexico, 
wastaken up, and Mr. D. offered a substitute for the bill, the 


j provisions of which he explained at some length. 


Mr. LINN submitted some remarks in favor of the measure, 
in the course of which he dwelt on the value and importance of 
the Indian trade, and the propriety of extending the privilege 
of dehenture to goods for the use of that trade. The import of 
gold ‘dust from the upper provinces of Mexico during the last 
year into the town of Fulton alone, amounted in value to 
$420,000, and the products of the Indian trade for the same pe- 
riod, which reached the city of St. Louis, amounted to upwards 
of $450,000. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. DAVIS and LINN, the 
amendment was agreed to, and the bill ordered to be en- 
grossed fora third veading. . 

On motion by Mr. NORVELL, the hill to extend the pri- 
vilege of debenture to foreign merchandise in certain cases was 
taken up, and after some remarks by Messrs. NORVELL, 
BUCHANAN, HUNTINGTON, and DAVIS, it was ordered to 


lie on the table, 
BILLS PASSED. 

The bill from the House to ensure the more faithful execu- 
tion of the laws relating to the collection of duties on imports; 

The joint resolution directing the return to the State of Ken- 
tucky of 195 stands of arms; 

The bill for the relief of the heirsof Miguel Eslava; and 

The bill for the relief of James H. Clark; 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

On motion by Mr. ROBINSON, the bill amendatory of seve- 
ral acts establishing and regulating the Post Office Department 
was taken up, and, after being discussed, by Messrs. HUNT- 
INGTON, ROBINSON, DAVIS, and HUBBARD, was laid on 

e table. 

Mr. PIERCE gave notice that,on Friday, as soon as the morn- 
ing busineas was disposed of, he would ask the Senate to take up 
the bills reported from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
a resolution upon that subject introduced by him several days 
since, and the bills from the House granting relief tò invalid 
and other pensioners. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Sylvester Phelps, and the heirs or legal representatives of 
Charles Landon, deceased; and, after a discussion in which 
Messrs. PHELPS and KNIGHT advocated, and Mr. HUBBARD 
opposed the bill, on motion by Mr. H. it was indefinitely post- 
poned—ayes 19, noes 13. 

The bill for the benefit of the Alabama, Florida, and Geor- 
ia Railroad Company was taken up, and after some remarks 
rom Mr. BENTON in opposition, aed Mr. CLAY of Alabama 

in favor, its further consideration was postponed until to- 
Mhe j luti d he C 

e joint resolution, proposing an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United Buluan uo as to limit the term of office 
of the judges of the supreme and inferior courts, was taken up, 
and Mr. TAPPAN advocated its passage at length; and after 
sume remarks from Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, also in favor of 
the resolution, 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, its further consideration was 
postponed until to-morrow. ; 

The Senate then went into the consideration of Executive 
business, 

And then adjournd. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WEDNESDAY, July §, 1840. 

Mr. CHAPMAN o: lowa moved to suspend the rules for the 
purpose cf submitiing a resolution setting apart Monday next 
for the consideration of business relating to the Territories. 

After some debate of a conversational character, the question 
being taken on the motion to suspend, it was discovered that no 
quorum voted. g 

Mr CHAPMAN, at the suggestion of Mr. Bricas, then mo- 
dified his resolution so as to set apart the first day aiter the pas- 
sage of the appropriation bills, for the cunsideration of Territo- 
rial business, instead ef Monday next. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON moved to amend by setting 
apart the following day for the consideration of business relat- 
ing to the District of Columbia. 

The rules being suspended, the question was then taken on 
the first branch of the motion relating to the Territories, and it 
was agreed to witheut a count. 

The question then recurring on the second branch, relating to 
the District business, it was rejected. 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, presented a memorial from Mr. Trist, 
our Consul at Havana, in relation to ceriain charges against 
him, for which be had been arraigned before the country; 


ani 

Mr. CURTIS, on leave, presented a memorial from certain 
officers of thenavy, complaining of the conduct of Mr. Trist. 
Both memorials, with the accompanying papers, were referred 
tu the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour was the joint 
resolution of the Senate in relatien to the presents from the 
Imaum of Muscat and the Emperor of Morocco. The question 
being on agreeing with the same, as reported yesterday with 
an amendment, by Mr. Pickens, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign re 5 

Mr. ADAMS being entitled to the floor, resumed hisremarks 


in opposition to the resolution, and in endeavoring te prove that | 


the acceptance of the presenta would be contrary to the former 
wise practice of our Government. He had not concluded when 
the morning hour had expired. 

: Mr. LEADBETTER moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the naval appropriation bill on yesterday was passed, for the 
purpose of submitting an amendment recommitting the bill to 


Casein ees 


the Committee of Ways and Means, with instructions to report 
on the probable expense of the erection of a dry dock at New 
York, the provabie length of ume, and the propriety of com. 
mencing such a work in the present condition of the Treasury 

The question being on the mouon to recons.der, è 

Mr. SLANLY demanded the previvus question, which wag 
seconded, and the main questiun ordered to be put. 

The» ain question on the motion to reconsider was then put, 
and decided by yeas and naysas fuilows: yeas 58, nays 125, 

So the House refused to reconsider. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the House then re. 
solved itself into a Coniumttee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, Mr. Evans of Maine in the chair. 

Mr. PICKENS sta-ed that on yesterday he had reported 


. from the Commitee on Foreign Afairs „abill appropriating 
` $25,000 for the appointment of commissioners to explore and 


survey the Northeastern boundary, There could be no objec. 
tion to it, as it was conformable to the appropriation of the rego. 
lution of 1837, which had never been put into execution. One 
reason why the Presesident ought to be empowered to ap. 
point these commissioners, was the tact thatan ex parte report 
and maphad been seen (aithough informally) which had been 
drawn up by the British coramissiooers. And although that 
report had not yet been accepted by that Government, yet it waa 
highly important that our ownsurvey should be made. The 
biil had been read twice, and he asked a favor that it mightbe 
taken up, reported, and pa scd. 

Objeciion being invade, the bill was not taken up. 

ARMRY APPROPRIATION BILL, 

On motion of Mr JONES, the comittce took up the bill mak. 
ing appropriation tor the supportot the army Jor 1840. 

Mr. CURTIS ofiered the following amendment, vo come in 
after te 3U:h line of the biil, viz: “For the payment of the pur. 
chase money for the seven cites for marine hospite's on the 
Western waters, or so much thereuf as may be hecussary, which 
sitës have been, or may hereatierc be, selected by the President of 
the United States, in pursuance of the act of the 3d of March, 
1837, forty five thousand doliars.”” 

Mr. C. made some remarks, showing the propriety of Con. 
gress making an appropriation to carry into effect the law au. 
thorizing the President Lo select seven sites for marine hospitals, 
Six of the sites, he contended, had been aciwuly contracied for 
by the board created under the law to make selections He then 
went intoa history of the causes of the delay, which was owin 
toconflicting interesis between Wheeling and Pitisburgh tor the 
seventh site. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia opposed the introduction of the 
amendment into this biil, on the ground that it would be a de- 
pariure from the rule which had governed the action of the 
committee, that no appropriation should: be aumiued except it 
was authorized by existing Jaw, or was ¢sumated for. The sub. 
ject, he said, had not been brought to the attention of the Com: 
mittee of Ways and Means, but was in fact before the Commit- 
tee of Commerce, and that that committee had not repoited the 
facts or merits of the question to the House. He t ought the 
subject shouid gothrough a regular course of inveetigauon bes 
fore the committee befure an appropriation should be made. 
If they were to legislate in this way, and to make appropria- 
tions to carry such subjects into effect, it would preciude the 
House from having such an opportunity for investigation ol ail 
questions before being called upon to vote,as it shoule bave. If the 
Committee of Commerce had investigated the subjec:, the 
House have not heen favored with the hght of that investiga: 
tion, and was not prepared to uct upon the question. If the 
rules should be departed from to admit amendments of this 
kind, there was no telling at what time they would be enabled 
to report the bill. He was opposed to havirg the apyrepriay 
tion billa weighed down by amendments out of order. He hoped 
the gentleman offering the amendment weuld consent net to 
press the amendment, but that he would report it ina ball in 
regular order, and fet it depend on its own merits. 

Messrs. CURTIS, GRAVES, EVERETT, and BIDDLE ad- 
voeated the aJopiion of the amendment, and contended that it 
was iuorder; aud thatthe Government was bound in good faith 
tu pay for the sites purchased. 

Mr. STANLY opposed the amendment as being out of order, 
and thought that they shou'd first provide for hospitals on the 
Eastern coast, and the coast of North Carolina particularly; 
and, accordingly, sent to the Cuar the following amendment to 
theamendment, vizi - 

“For building a hospital at Ocracoke or Portsmouth, North 
Caroiina. ten thousand dollars,” 

The CHAIR (Mr. Evans) red the amendment to be out of 
order, there being no existang Jaw which authorized the appro. 
priation. ; 

Mr. MARK A. COOPER coincided with the views of the 
chairmanof Ways and Means, that nothing should be placed in 
this bill except what was strictly in order under the rule. But 
this was a good opportunity to test the sense of the committee 
whether the usual course should be departed from. If the rule 
was to be departed from, he had just ciaims of Georgia, which 
he would move to provide for by amending the bill. Economy 
of time required that the rules shoul! not be departed from. 

The amendment was further opposed by Messrs. WISE, 
JONES of Virginia, DAWSON, and REED, and supported 
by Messrs. GRAVES, BIDDLE, WADDY THOMPSON, UN. 
DERWOOD, and PROFFIT, ti! 24 o’clock, at which time the 
House took its usual recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, no quorum being present, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD embraced the opportunity to ask leave 
tomake a report from the select committee appointed to exa- 
mine the subject’of the invention for preventing the explosion of 
steam boilers, by Major Raub. 

Mr. U. said he would merely present the report, but did not 
intend to ask any action upon it, until there should be a quo- 
rum. Asthis wasa subject of great importance to the commu: 
nity, he hoped there would be no objcction to the reception of 
the report. 

Mr. BIDDLE objected, on which, 

ane UNDERWOOD said he wouid not press the report at 
that time. 

The House then went again into Committee of the Whole, 
and resumed the consideration of the 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question pending being onthe amendment offered by 

Mr. Curtis for the erection of marine hospitals in the Western 


States, 
Mr. REYNOLDS of Ilinois said, he was not surprised that 


the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wisz) gave the preference 
so much to hospitals on the Atlantic, than those on the Western 


a 


te O OS 


waters, where they do not exist at all. Ue seemed to think, 
alao, that the Constitution did not warrant Congress in esta- 
bushing hospitals on fresh waters. Every on? isro ulated more 
or loss by early elucauion. and the pecullar beat of mind during 
lite. Ub said ne would introduce a table trom the spelling book, 
ag rom spelling booka we may sometimes ‘earn wise and cx- 
ceent mMursis, > 

A city was seized, and the mode ofdefence was ihe ques- 
tion. Tae carpenter sail that wood was the beet materiai to 
use. The mason suppueed stone was the besi, and the tanner 
that leather was the best. | teks 

So with te gentleman from Virginia. (Mr. Wise.) Mr. R. 
said, he was informed that the gentleman resides, aud was raised 
oa ihe s.ocee of chs Atlanuc, and therefore itis very natural he 
shaa!d chink the ocean is ihe moat proper and only neceasary 

lace or hospitals, The same observation may be applied tu 

ineelf, (Mr. R. gait, ae he wasraiset,aad now resides near 
the Missisippi. Each person has, very naturally, prediiec- 
tions for his awn country. 

He sasi, it was aaonishing to him to hear any one oppose 
the establiatment of hospitals on the Western waters, when we 
take inte consi.leration the necessity forthem. A great number 
of:he most hardy and laboctous class of our people is employed 
in navi atog the Westeca waters; and their numbers and their 
busines will merease With suca rapidity, that it will astoaish 
evea themseives, wh witness its daly progress. 

Woaether we obtain thia appropriation [or the establishment 
of huapitals or not, the onward march of populauon and com. 
merce will not be checked or jelt; but the nereassity of these in- 
ainations will be mcreased every year. Nature has made the 
valley of the Miasissippi the largest fertile region of country 
oneanh. Icexiends from the Adeghany to the Rocky moun- 
taina, and from the Guif of Mexico to the Lakes. Tuts isa re- 
giun of coun:ry that cannot be surpassed in fertility of soil, and 
minera! wealth. People in al) parts of the glove know it, and 
are fiiiiag ic up: _ The weigit of population, the power and bu- 
siness of the United States, will, before long, be done in thia 
valley. We will respect these old States aa our decrepid pa- 
rents; aged, respectable, and ineficient. This capital will not 
long contain the noisy bustling Congress. Congress belongs to 
the people, and will neces-arily follow its master, the people, 
to their empire inthe West. All these thiugs are progressing, 
and the puny arm of man cannotarreatit. But it is doubted by 
some, if it be proper even toestablish a few hospitals in this 
vast valley of the Mia-issippi. 

On a recent occasion we attempted to have established a 
dry dock at Pensacola, which is said to bea place nearest to the 
mouth of the Mississippi, which is suitable for such improve- 
ments. This seemed to be an improvement to keep pace with 
other improvements in the valley; but we failed. New York 
had the power, and she gotit. This maybe right. It may be 
my feelings which make me think it so unjust. Now ifwe are 
deprived of the benefit ofthe hospiials, we may almost conclude 
that we, in the West, are nor in the legistative Union at ail. 

Mr. R. said he placed this appropriation on an arrangement 
and express enactment of a law of a former Congress. It was 
agreed that certan hospitals should be es:abdlished in the East, 
and certain others, on the western waters and tho lakes. As 
far as he knew, this arrangement was carried out as to the 
East and on the lakes, and why not execute it also in the West? 
These arrangements should be beld sacred and binding. We 
exst as a nation on a compromise and arrangement. How 
can we expect the people to observe the laws and perform their 
agieements, jif we who enact the laws and make these arrange- 
ments do not show them the example. I cannot presume apy 
individual here desires not to carry out an honest arrangement 
previously entered into by Congress. 

Mr. R. caid he would place this appropriation on the strict 
tates of law, and the courts of the country would give judgment 
that the appropriauion should te made. 

This whole matter rests on positive and written contraet. 
An act of Congress authorizes the appointment of certain sur- 
geonsof the army te make selections of stes for hospita’s, and 
to purebase such sites when selected. In pursuance of this au- 
thority, he was informed that the contracts were made, and now 
Congress is called on to make the appropriation to pay for 
these sites. It is almost useless to state, as almost all present 
are lawyers, that when an agent pursues his authority, he 
binds bis priacipal. In this case, as the agents, as far as he 
knew, pursued their authority, the Government is bound to 
make payment actording to the strict rules of law. It cannot 
be possible there isa member in the American Congress that 
is unwilling to execute a contract. If there is faud in the 
trangaction, it will vitiate the contract. None is alleged, and 
none can be presumed. If the agents have uot pursued their 
authority, the Government in that case either would not be 
bound. “Ihave not heard it proved that this was the case. 

Some gentiemen.say, we have no meney in the Treasury for 
such appropriations. The Opposition say, we have a bank- 
tupt Treasury; that we are crippled and deranged in the Trea- 
sury, &. A poor Treasury is one of the pillars of the Demo- 
craticchurch, It is the best situation in which our Government 
can be placed; and he hoped that we might always have a pour 
Treasury and a substantial peopie. 

That we have no money in the Treasury, and therefore we 
cannot go on with these necessary improvements, is not Wise 
policy. Itis in fact a mistaken notion, that we are not able to 
make these necessary appropriations. He said he had contend- 
edail this session of Congress that the nation is in a more gol- 
vent and efficient cond:tion than it was since its existence. The 
want of money in the Treasury is positive proof of the fact. 

The greater portion of our ordinary revenue is raised by the 
duty on the impertatim of goods from foreign countries. The 
importation is not so great as heretofore; and this is the greatest 
Dieasing that could be visited onthe country. By this course of 
Policy, we are continuing the alarming foreign debt for these 
goods. We are doing without them, and supplying ourselves 
wih onfown fabrics. Our wealth and substance are retained 
at home, and not drained from ue to pay for foreign luxuries. 

Andalhough money be not in the Treasury, arising from the 
imporation of goods, yet the wealth and substance is with the 
people, who are the basis of these appropriations, and not the 
Treasury. This being the fact, although the money may not 
be in the Treasury, it is with the people, abundantly sufficient 
to pay these appropriations. If it be not directly available, a 
loan, or a farther issue of Treasury notes, will not only he al- 
lowabie, but praiseworthy, on such an occasion as the one now 
before the committee. ae 

Mr. R, remarked that he was sorry to see his friend [the 


Hoo. Mr. Hossan of Alabama,] who agreed so well with him | 


Wall manera before them on the Committee op the Public 


+ on a mountain for “hog drovers” 


` he knew their situation; 
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Lands, now leaning off from the poor workingmen who navi 
gate the Western waters. There is nu man who goes farther lor 
pre-eniptions aad pre emptois than Mr. I ; and,on the sane 
principles, Mr. R. supposed his friend would join in the good 
Cause. He must leave him—he cannot convince him. 

Mc. R. could no: see how the Constitution could kavea Sresh 
waver and salt water construction, to be different. Commerce 


; contemplated in the Constnution, had no such distinction; 


commerce may exist as weil on one water as another. 
lt may exist on land; and hospitals may as weil be established 

; D (asthe gentlemag, Mr. WISE. 
cailed them) as on the margin ofa river, or the sea, for Wawr- 
men. The power is the sume in the Constitution for all these 


Mr. R. said he may not be 
the vote ofa single member of this committee, but he would 
have the conavlation of his own heart that he made the effort. 
He knew and stw many of these sailers on the western watere; 

e he was satisfied they needed these hos. 
pitals, In a few daya, on the western waters, they would 


` change their climate from one extreme to the other, and 


thereby cause much sickneas among them. They were poor, 


and compelled to resort to the rivers for a support. They 
. would, therefore, by their avocation, be exposed to sicknesa, 


: a ri oo 
nee te en RS naea- RE m arae aae saaan s o aaarnas nen ye a 


LL a a a a 


awithen forced; without money, on the shores amongst stran- 
gers. They may, also, frequently be afflicted with contagious 
diseases, 9 that private families are not willing to taxe them 
into charge. ‘hese were facts which he stated, thatev-ry one 
knows who is acquainted with the Western waters. It is for 
the sake of these peuple; and to satisfy his own heartin rela- 
tion tothem, that he made these desultory remarks, without 
any meditation whatever, every one will eee. It isthe over- 
flowing of his fee'inga for those men, that makes him trouble the 
comimitiee on thia occasion. They have always come ta his 
1escue in the hour of need, and that time will never exist when he 
woul! desert them. He hoped, sincerely, the appropriation 
may succeed. 

It was furcher advocated by Messrs. UNDERWOOD, AL- 
LEN, TILLINGHAST, CUSHING, and REED, and opposed 
by Messrs. WISE, and HUBBARD. 

At a subsequent Period of the debate, 

Mr. WISE raised a point of order on two grounds: first, as 


this subject had been referred to the Committee on Commerce, | 


who had not yet reported, the present commitiee could not 
take cogcizanceof it; and second, that the introduction of the 
proposition, embracing a subject different te the bill under con- 
sideration, was a violation of the fiftieth rule. 

Ihe CHAIR decided that the motion to amend the bill was in 
order. 

From this discussion, Mr. WISE tookan appeal, but the de- 
cision of the Cua'r was affirmed by tellersas follows—ayes 50 
noes 42: no quoru'n. 

The Committe- then rose, and the fact was reported to the 
House, when, 

On motion of Mr. LEET, 

The Housethe : adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurepay, July 9, 1840. 

The CHAIR submited a report from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, a statement showing the appropriations to be expended 
in thg District of Columbia since the location of the seat of Go- 
vernment therein; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
b printed. ree is 

rom this statemen total amount to 
$9.205,995 85.] k paia 

Mr. CRIFTENDEN pregented a memorial from the tobacco 
planters of Garretsburg, Kentucky, showing the burdens to 
which that trade had been subjected, and joining in the views 
taken by the convention at Washington. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, reported 
Houee bilt making appropriations for the naval service for the 
year 1540, with amendments. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia, reported the House bil! to continue the corporate exist- 
ence of certain banks in the District of Columbia, with several 
amendments; one of which daar “that the said banksshall 
be entitled to and enjoy all the rights and privileges conferred 
by their respective original charters until the fourth day of July, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, unless Congress shali before 
that time otherwise direct, on condition that they shall, each 
for itself, resume specie payments on or before the fifteenth 
day of January next, or sooner, and simultaneous with the ma- 
jority of the incorporated banks in the cities of Baltimore and 
Richmond, ifa majority of said banks shou!d sooner resume spe- 


cie payments.” 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
which was referred the petition ot the heirs of Thomas Stewart 
and the petition of William Dickinson, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. W. from the Committee on Pensions, to which was re- 
ferred the bij! for the relief of Lyman Bristol, made a favora- 
ble report thereon. k 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, reported unfavorably 
on the bill for the relief of James Fleming. 


LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The Senate, on motion of Mr. WALL, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the billto publish a stereotype edition of all the 
laws and treaties of the United States, the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, Articles of Coniederation, Constitution, &c. under 
the superintendence and direction of the Attorney General. 

Mr. LUMPKIN moved to strike out the words in the bill 
which provides for giving one copy of said laws to each Bena- 
tor and Representative and Delegate in Congress. He said he 
was opposed, utterly opposed, to the whole practice and system 
which had of late years increased to an alarming extent, of 
Congress voting books to themselves, Mr., L. said, for himself, 
he never had, or would, vote for the printing of a book for him- 
self, as a member of Congress. He would buy such books as 
he desired for himself, or do without them. He was not pre- 
pared to say that the proposed edition ofthe laws was not ne- 
cessary and proper; but he protested against a gratuitous dis- 
tribution amongst members of Congress. If it be proper, said 
Mr. L. to give to the prenont members of Congress a new and 
complete edition of the laws of the United States, it would be 
equally proper and just to provide for a copy to be given to 
every gentleman who ever has or may he a member of either 
branch of Congress. But, said Mr. L. I will not enlarge upon 
the arguments which might be offered in suppert of the prope- 


able ou this occasion to change . 


; ments from their members, inthe other 
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sition which I have submitted, unless it shall becume neces. 
sary from the remarks of Senators who differ with mə in 
“pinion on thissubjec:; but will contest myzelf by asking the 
yeasand nays on the question which I have submited. X 

Me. SMITH of Indiana aaid he would say a tew woñis be- 
fore the question wastaken. He was wholly indiferent whe- 
ther ihe mouon prevaiied to strike outor not, He was quite as 
willing to purchase his own books as any other Se.ntor, but he 
considered this a small business. He had heard inuchand seen 
much on this questien; he had seen the Senate refuse co distri- 
bute booka useful to members iu the discharge of thir official 
duties here, after they had been paid for, and those book! are 
now useless; and yet he had seen large boxes of public docu- 
ments, bound at the expense of Government, directed hy Sena- 
tors to their horaes, fie consi iered these documents, as he did 
the franking privilege of members, beneficial to the people. as 
they had the uscof the documents as weil asthe information of 
the member, at his residence, in the one case, and the benefit of 
sending their communicauons to, and receiving publie docu- 
h case, free of tage, 
He considered both as the privilege of the peuple and aed for 
their benefit, as well as to enable the member the beuer to dis- 
charge hia duty to his constituents. He did not complain of 
this; but he had said he considered thisa a smail buemess. The 
provision moved to be stricken out is contained in every act thas 
had passed, as he understood 

Mr. LUMPKIN said he felt himself called upon to make a 
few words uf reply to the Senator from Indiana, (Mr. SMITH J 
That Senutor was so elevated in his views and feelings, that his 
principal objection to s.riking out this book provision far mem- 
bers of Congress, seemel to consist in its being a small, a 
trivial matter—a matter not worth the special atrention of an 
honorale Senator of Congress. Sir, that geneman and try. 
self differ widely in feelings and opinion upon this subject. 
The more elevated the staiion, the broader the trusts m due 
proportion du I feel myself bound to attend to what are called 
smali matters. Yes, sir, humantife even in those who are most 
diminguished and elevated, is made up chiefly of sma] things. 
k is not the lot ofhuman life, in any Condition, to finda perfect 
or usetul character, mada up exclusively of great actione. 
. Mr. President, he who desires to discharge his duty as a 
Senator on this flour, should be careful how he views with 
censure the consideration ef matters which are, in this hail, 
considered of smali importance. Our daily duty requires of 
ue vigilance and attention to small things. I do not, however, 
sir, consider this appropriation of thousands of dollars to print 
and purchase books fer members of Congress, a very small 
matter. I consider it an abuse of privilege on the part of mem- 
bers of Congress, which, if not checked, and put down, will 
be productive of evils of the greatest magnitude. 

he Senater from Indiana (Mr. &mitH} seems to rely for jus- 

tification in voting these bvoks to members of Congresa, upon 
the fact, that under the authority of Congress, members are 
already burdened with a most enormous amount of printing in 
the form of documents, which are bound up in the form of baoke, 
He haaadveited to various items of extravagance in prinimg, 
and privileges of franking, and other contingencies, which have 
of late years become the ordinary expenses of Congress. Mr. 
President, the picture drawn by the Senator, of these extrava- 
gant and useless expenditures, is not too strong; but I muat ad- 
mit my surprise at the use which the Senator upon this occa. 
sion seems di to make of the facts which he has presents 
ed. The Senator’s conclusion seems to be this: because Con- 
gress have become extravagant in printing and other contin- 
gent expenses, therefore we are not to resist any proposition 
which may be made to enlarge and increase the extravagance 
complained of. Sir, my object is to check all the extrava. 
gances complained of. , 

For myself, sir, I am heartily tired of the extravagance 
of Congress, in both talking and printing. As to the 
books printed for the use of Congress, I consider most of 
them useless Jumber. ‘They may serve to set off libraries, but 
very few of them will ever be read. I can buy more vaiuah'e 
books for one hundred dollars, than the istrinsh Jvalue] of five 
hundred dollars’ cost of books printed under the authority of 


gress. 
Mr. WALL saidhe did not expect this to be made a test ques. 
tion. The committee, in adopting this part of the bill, had ad. 
hered to former usage, leaving it to the Senate to amend as they 
might think proper. But Mr. W. would vote against striking 
out this clause, and he should then move and vote to strike out 
the whole section. F f 
Mr. DAVIS said it waa not a test question, and he might, 
perhaps, vote for the amendment, and then vote against the 
whole bill. e . 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he should vote for the amend- 
ment and against the bill. oes. 
The amendment of Mr. Lumpxin, striking out the distribution 
a members of Congress, was agreed to—yeas 3), nays 6, as 
follows: ` 
YEA8S—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton. Crittenden, 
Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Hun‘ington, King, 
Knight. Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Phelps, Pierce, 
Porter, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
Iiams. and Young—3l. A i 
NAYS—Messrs. Cuthbert, Merrick, Norvell, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Wall, and White—6. i : 
On motion of Mr. WALL, the whole section relatizg 
to the distribution of the work was now stricken out without 
dissent. 
On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the private and local 
lawa were required to be published in volumes separate from 
the public and general laws, and the general index to be pub- 
lished in a separate volume. Gee 
On motion of Mr, TAPPAN, the publishers, instead of being 
limited to the edition of 2,000 copies, were authorized to eupply 
the general demand for the work atsucha price asthe Aitor- 
ney General should deem a fair, proper, and reasonable com: 


sati , 
Pome HUBBARD moved to strike out the eum of 3,000. as 
compensation to the Atterney General, and apperpris ine t 
sum forthe preparatory expenses n on . 

This was advocated by Mr. BARD, oppomd loy r 
CLAY of Alabama, and by Mr. GRUNDY, rejec 
Davie, Hubbard, 


lows: 
YEAS—Mersra. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Roane, Ruggles, 
cl 12 


Huntington, King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Premon, 
O NAYS Moms, Buchanan, Cus arvel Phelps, PGA oi 
Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulion “yond: 


Indiana, Strenge, Sturgeon, Wall, White, Wright, and 
—16. 

Yon RUGGLES moved to reduce the compensation and ex- 
of the Auorney General from $3,000 to $2,000. After a 

low delate by Mr. R. for, and by Messrs. WALL, GRUNDY, 


BUCHANAN, and CRITTENDEN against this amendment, it 
was agreed to, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Calhoun, Clay ot |; 
Kentucky, Davis, Dixon, Hubbard, Huntington, King, Knight, |: 


Lian, Lumpkin, Mouton, Pierce, Preston, Ruggles, Smith of 


Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Tappan, White, and Young :: 


NAYS-—Mesers, Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Merrick, Norvell, Phelps, 
Porter, Roane, Strange, Sturgeon, Walker, Wall, Williams, 
and Wrght~I8. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON inquired if the committee had made any 
estimate of the whole expense of the work, a point which he 
deemed important, in the present state of the Treasury. 

Mr. WALL sai’, not with accuracy; but it was judged that 
the work would cost from $1 12} to $i 75 per volume, (ut seven 
vol imes.) 

On the question of engrossing the bill, the yeas and nays were 
ordered, and the bill was rejected, as fellows: 

YEAS--Mesars. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay of Alabama, 


Fulton, Grundy, Linn, Pierce, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Stur- :' 
alker, 


geon, Tappan, , Wall; White, Williams, Youne—17. 
NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Hubb rd, Huntington, 
King, Knight, Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, Norvell, Phelps, 
Porter, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Tall- 


madge—23, 
SPECIAL ORDERS. 

The first special order being the joint resolution introduced 
by Mr. Tappan, 80 to amend the Constitution of the United 
States as to limit the tenure of office of the judges of ali the 
courts of the United States, was taken up. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky moved to lay this resolution on the 
table, with a view to take up the bill from the House to regulate 
and equalize the mileage of members of Congress. 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeasand nays, which were or- 
dered, and the mation of Mr. CLAY was negatived—yeas 21, 
nays 22, as follows: 

AS- Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crit- 
tendén, palpate Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Huntington, 
Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Roane, 
Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Talimadge, Wall and White-~2!. 

NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of 
Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Sm:th of Conn. Strange, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Wiliama, Wright, and Young . 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, said this day had been expressly as- 
signed for the consideration of the mileage bill, and, under the 
circumstances, he deemed it improper that any othe: should 

take precedence of it. It had been brought to this House three 
or four weeks ago, and had not been reported on by the commit- 
tee till within three or four days; and there had never been a 
formal call of the committee to act upon it. He moved, there- 
fore, to postpone the joint resolution on the Constitution, and 
make it the order of the day for Monday next. __ 

Mr. NORVELL said, that he should not teel himself called 
upon to notice any thing which had fallen from the honorable 
Senator, (Mr. Cray fof Kentucky,] but forthe imputation, im- 
plied at least, cast by that Senator upon him as chairman of the 
committee on the mileage bill. hen the bi'l was referred to 
the committee, three or four weeks ago, he had before him one 
or two subjects ef equal importance with the mileage bill. The 
charter of the city of Washington--a subject referred to another 
committee, of which he was chairman, one week before the re- 
ference of the other measure—had occupied his attention for 
nearly three weeks: and when the committee had despatched 
that matter, so far as to reportit back to the Senate, he was rea- 
dy to act upon the mileage bill. The Senator from Kentucky was 
then absent in Virginia. Upon his return,the Senator called on him 
to ascertain when he would convene the commiitee, and added 
that he could not or should not attend the meeting, but that he 
wished to be considered as in favor of the bil]. The Senator 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. 1)avis,] another member of the com- 


mittee, was immediately informed of what had been said by’ 


the Senator from Kentucky. He, too, had expressed his de- 
sire to be set down as in favor of the biil, It then only remained 
for him to consult the remaining members of the committee. 
‘That he had done, and the result was the report which had been 
made against the bill, with a recommendation that itshould be 
indefinitely postponed. He had deamed it proper to say thus 
much in explanation, and jto repel the unwarrantable imputa- 
tion attempted to be cast upon him by the Senator from Kers 
tucky. 

The motion was then debatedat considerable length, in which 
the merits of the two antagonistical questions were to some ex- 
tent discussed by Messrs. CLAY of Alabama, WALKER, 
TAPPAN, CALHOUN, and ALI EN. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said: Mr. President, having just voted against 
laying the resolutions of the Senator from Ohio onthe table, 
and intending now to vote in favor of the postponement of their 
consideration till Monday next, I consider a word of explanation 
due to myself and the Senate. My voteagamst laying on the 
table was given under the impression, that such a disposition 
of the subject might be construed into a disapprobati sa of the 
proposed amendment of ;the Constitution, when, sir } fael no 
such disapprobation. I have long believed, that no man 

living is entitled to a life estate in any office whatever, under 
the true spirit of our institutions. But, sir, the importance of 
the subject well entitles itto the grave and deliberate conside- 
ration of the Senate. We should never act precipitately when 
considering a subject involoing an important alteration in our 
fundamental law, the Constitution of our country, bequeathed 
to us by the fathers of our glorious Revolution. I consider 
the proposition to postpone for a few days only, as varying the 
question. It gives time for further deliberation, without the 
slightest indication of opposition to the proposed amendment. 
oreover, sir, E am as anxious as the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. Cray] to have the di and speed: 
upon the subject of fixing Wpmileage of the members of Con- 
greas. The House of Representatives have sent us a bill upon 
the subject, and it is our c 
bill. Jam fully prepared to say, the existing law or the prac- 
tice which obtains under its provisions, demands s; eedy and de- 
cisive correction. The law upon this subject shouid have a uni- 
form and well defined construction. Every member of Con- 
gress should be placed upog thosame footing, and the custom 


Vee etme o tee Ross. « Se eas, se i te ae 


action of the Senate ; 


uty to pass upon the merits of that | 
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should no longer be countenanced of members from the same 
neighborhood receiving mileage compensation, greatly varying 
in amount, which I understand 1s the case at present. Under 
these considerations, ¥ shall vote for the postponement of the re- 
solutions unti! Monday next, when I hope they may be taken up 
and further discussed. f 

Mr. CLay’s metion was carried in the affirmative—yeas 21, 
nays 19, as totlows* : 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Henderzon, Huntington, King, 
Knight, Lumpkin. Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Pieston, 
Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, and White—21. 

NAYsS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Linn, Mouton, 


ai Norvell, Pierce, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tap- 


pan, Walker, and Kouig. 
The other special orders were now postponed, by consent, 


' andthe mileage bill was taken up for consideration, 


Mr. NORVELL mored its indefinite postponement., 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he hada few remarks to make 


i on that motion, and would proceed now, or wait till to-morrow 
` morning, atthe discretion of the Senate. 


Mr. FULTON moved an adjournment, which was carried in 


’ the affirmative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Huntington, Knight, 
Merrick, Porter, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 


+ Sturgeon, Walker, White, Young—2i. 


NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Alabama, Wubbard, 
King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Sinithf of 
Connecticut, Strange, Tappan, Wright—14. 

So the Senate adjoumed. 

Messrs. Buair anD Rives: I was necessarily ab 
sent when the vote was taken to lay the Eankrupt 
bill, from the Senate, on the table. Had I heen in 
my seat, I should have voted in the affirmative. 

JOHN WHITE, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, July 9, 1840. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour was the joint re- 
solution of the Senate authorizing the disposal of the presents 
from the Imaum of,Muscat; the question pending being on 
agreeingjto the samg’as amended by the Committee on Forelgn 
Affairs. 

Mr. 
ed his r 


AMS bging entitled to the floor, resumed and conclui- 
marks jì opposition to the resolution, and in censuning 
rt Consul for receiving the presents. He also 
argued $t someflength, showing the unconstitutionality of re- 
ceiviug guch mfesents; and after he had concluded, 
CKENS said he would detain the :touse but a very 
few mingtes if his reply to the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
In the firstplace he would observe. with very great deference 


to the sugerpr judgment of the gentleman, that more time hat 
already consumed than the merits of the case required. It 
also struckfhim that the venerable and very learned gentleman 
from Massachusetts had attached more importance to this par- 


ticular case than it deserved. 

In anewer to the question of the gentleman asto whether F 
would sanction this as a general law, I most unhesitatihgly 
and distinctly answer in the negative. So far from sanctioning 
a general law for the reception of presents from all foreign 
powers, I would bethe very last man on this floor who would 
agree toit. Onthecontrary, I would most strenuously incul- 
cate the policy recommended by the circular, directed to our 
foreign agents by General Jackson, prohibiting the reception of 
such presents. i 

But the circumstances ofthe present case are peculiar. The 


| question is not whether the President, or any other officer, shall 
| be authorized to accept the presents for his own private use, 
| because they have been expressly refused by the officers of 


Government. The question is, whether, under the circum- 
stances of the case, Congress shall control the presents, and dis- 
poze of them in the most convenient and suitable manner. 

The President does not come here anil ask us to authorize 
him to receive the presents for his own private benefii; they 
are tendered to the Governmsnt and peo; Je of the United States, 
as a mark of fr'endship and regard from Barbarian pewers. 

The gentleman asks what authority Congress has to act in 
thismatter? I refer him to that section of the Constitution he 
himself has quoted, where officers are forbidden to accept pre- 
sents unless by the consent of Congress. 

But, in thiscase, we do not even assume the right of autho- 
izing the officers to receive them. Our agents have re- 
fused them, and they are tendered to us now asthe Re- 
presentatives of the American people, and becomes us t) 
act in accordance with the single provision of the Constitution, 
and dispose of this matter ina way most suitable to the public 
interest, and consistent with the national delicacy under all the 
circumstances of the case. A portion of these presents have 
been forced upon our Consul at Tanzier, and are, in all proba- 
bility; on their way to this country, and the other portion have 
been sent here by the Imaumof Muscat, not knowing onr con- 
stitutional prohibition on the subject, and are with his agent in 
New York, tendered to the Government. is 

I have said that, in my opinion, the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts has attached too much importance to this case. I think 
also that he has visited this poor Consul at Tangier with as 
unrelenting vengeance as certain persons of old did when they 
threw Daniel into the lion’s den; the gentleman too, in this case, 
would have himgiven up to the mercy ofthe lions. As the 
Consul escaped, in the first instance, bemg torn to pieces by 
these beasts, the gentleman now thinks it his duty to perform 
the operation. 

But, said Mr. P. I must be allowed to say that in my judg- 
ment, the gentleman has in several paris placed a forced 
construction upon that correspondence. 

I join with him most fully, that our Consul ought not to sub- 
mit, in the slightest degree, to the dictates of a tyrant, or to be 
intimidated into a deviation from his duty by the threats of any 
foreign power. 


Itis the motive that constitutes a just cause of offence. We |i 


should examine into the circumstances of the case, and see 


what intention governed the officer of the Emperor. Wasit |! tion, honorable to the Imaumof Muscat, and which would 


i do honor to any Christian prince in Europe. 


his intention to show our agent a mark of respect and regard, 


or was it his intention to treat us with contempt, and to insult i 


our power? 


tart aene mera 


an 


Now the least reflection and examination of the correspon. 
dence will show that it was quite the reverse of disrespect; and 
that so far from our Governinent being treated with contem 
the greatest respect and kindness were intended. There was 
want of respect to our Government manifested in the manner 


í in which the presents were tendered io our Cor sul, 


Whe did net know that diferent nations had their own rezu 
liar modes and forms, by which they addressed each oder ~ 

Among tie different civilized nations of Euro; +, it was true 

1 


ii they unterstand the art of diplomacy, and their expressions of 


friendsivp and kindness were presented to each other upon 
scented rose paper, although the deadliest feelings of hostilit 
might be entertained in fact. J 
But among barbarous nations, the case was otherwise, They 
had not learnt such refined hypocrisy. They acted on the old 


' fashioned custom which prevailed at the foundation of society, 


and off red to foreign nations, towards whom they felt kind! 
hess, presents peculiar to their own country and identified with 


© their soil or climate. 


Sir, said Mr. P. I submit to the gentleman from Massachu. 


,; setts whether this was not the leading motive of this officer ot 
' the Emperor of Morocco, and whether it was not frivndship 


and respect for us, and fear of his master, which governed him 


| inthe course he adopted. Jt wasirue le had not the refine- 
; Ment tosenda diplomatic note on rose paper, but he presented 
| the articles in a mode peculiar to his own country, rude and 


barbarian, it isirue, but nevertheless ‘rom no bad mouve, or 
design to insult cur power or Government. ? 

Under these circumstances, [submit whether the Consul was 
justly lable to the indignation of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, d 

He may have werded his letter improperly, and perhaps in- 
correctly; but, under all the circumstances of the case, he r, 
Pickens) submitted whether the national nonor could, in the 
least, be affected by the reception of the presents. 

If the officer of the Emperor had acted from any other mo. 
tives than kindness and respect, then I would have gone with 


; the sentleman in his censure of the Consul. If the Consul had 


tariizshed our button, that emblem of our national honor, by 
submitting to dictation or intimidation; if he had suffered our 
national dignity to be trampled upon ir his person, then I would 
go with the gentlemat, from Massachusetts, and declare that 
the Consul should be torn to pieces, rather than suffer his coun. 


' try to be dishonored. 


But I tink the gentleman has vastly exaggerated this matter. 
T appeal to him as to whether, in our intercourse with indepen- 


. dent Indian tribes, we do not submit to their peculiar customs, 


For instaace, in our intercourse with the independent tribes be. 
yond the Rocky Mountains, would we not comply with their 
peculiar customs? 

Now suppose the gentleman from Massachusetts should be 
sent asan agent from the United States to one of those inde- 
pendent tribes, on a mission involving the interests of his coun: 
try, would he refuse to submit to their peculiar modes ef pro- 
ceeding, and offers of friendship? Suppose they were to offer 
the pipe of peace to the venerable gentleman, as they always 
do on such occasions, and which is the invariable practice of 
these rude nations, would the gentleman submit to take it from 
their mouths, or would he reject the offer with anger, and with 
his bosom fired with indignation, spurn it, and denounce it as 
an insult to the honor and power of the country he represented, 
calculated to degrade us? No: he was sure the gentleman 
would do no such thing, That gentleman, who had represent: 
ed us with so much honor in the various courts of Europe, up- 
on momentous questicn:, had too much sound sense ty refuse to 
comply with the mode and customs ofthe tribe to whom he was 
sent. No,the gentleman would comply, ard then we should 
see the venerable diplomatist sitting cress-legged at the coun- 
cil fire, with the pipe of peace in his mouth, however ridicu- 
lous it might appear in the refined eyes of civilized people, as 
to mere attitude. 

Ic is a rude custom, and we submit to these things from the 


| Kind motives that attend them. So it was with these beasta 
; the motives with which they were forced upon our Consul 


were all kind and friendly. 

Mr. JONES here called for the orders of the day; but Mr. 
Pickens said he would not detain the House five minutes 
longer, and wished the matter disposed of without any further 
debate. ' 

Mr. P. then alluded to the cases put by Mr. Anams ay prece- 
dents, when Congress had refused. The first case was the one 
in 1798, whea Mr. Pinckney of South Carolina applied to the 
House in relationto the acceptance of certain presents. He 
h.d been our Minister to Spain and England, and they had ten- 
dered him presents. 

Now, said Mr. P. Task the gentleman if that is a parallel 
case? Is there any similarity between that case and the pre- 
sent? There isa wide difference between thé two cases, 

Mr. Pinckney was then a metberof this House, and when 
the presents were offered to him, he very properly submitted 
the matter to the Speaker, and the House decided that he should 
notreceive them. In that case the presents were designed for 
the private use and benefit of Mr. Pinckney, and not us im this 
case, when the articles were tendered to the Government and 
people ofthe United States. In this instance the presents were 
not forthe private use or benefit ot any pubic officer, but were 
tendered to us to make such disposition of them as we night 
deem proper. They had been properly refused by our officers, 
and were now the offerings of friendship from barbarian 
powers. Inthe case of Mr. Pinckney, they were offered from 
civilized nations, who knew better, and for the private use of 
Mr Pinckney. In that case the House decided, and decided 
properly, that he should not receive them, and I hope would so 
decide again, when the case occurred. As to the other casei 


, When a trect of land was presented to General Jackson an 


Colonel Hawkins by the Creek Indians in 1814, that had no 
similarity with this affair. Thelaud was presented to Jeckson 
and Hawkins as individuals, and out of respect and admiration 
to them as men, and not out of regard or respect to our Go- 


| vernment. I was purely a private donation, and nothing public 
in it, except that it was offered froma nation of Indians. 


There 
was a case, however, in the session of 1834-35, when we re- 
ceivedand ordered two horses and a lion to be sold by the Pre- 
sident, without objection, and the proeeeds of the horses were 
paced in the Treasury, and of the lion divided amongst the 
Orphan Asylums of this District hy General Jackson. 

Mr. P. then asked to be allowed to refer to a transac- 


Tt was 
well known that he was one of the most powerful princes 


t of Africa; his domipiong skirted tke shores of the Per 


sir Gulf and he claimed tribute from: powerful tribes 


that extes ted far along the Southern coast of Africa. Tn 1835, 
the Peacock. s of war, had su board atreaty 
aitned by the Lnaum, very abla 0 us, and ran upon ove of 


the cera) reefs in the Persian Gait. where she was lem in an 
exposed Siiuation, without a sun to bear, and subject to the at- 
tacks of the powerful Bedogins that infest those Coasis. «was 
aW mites fromthe hnaum of M t; the ca tain sent an open 
boat, thr r great danger, to apply for his assistance. He 
promptly ¢ arched men to tbeir aid, and eent the very vessel 
now iyiog in the port of New York te relieve chem, and gave 
orders that be would hold the surrounding tribos responsible for 
anv injury done toour vesse!s 

By this generous assis 
the loss of eieven gung, 


ae 

nce the Peacock got afloat with 
, awl sailed to Bombay to be refitted. 
Bui the Imaum, noi satisfied wich whathe had done, recovered 
the guns with great dt Souity, and actually sent them to Bom- 
bay, achoucand miles oti, at great expense and trouble. They 
arrived just oefore the Peacock was about to saii, and were 
presented to her. 

This wasa vailant anda noble act of generosity, that would 
have done honor to any Christian prince or State. Mr. P. did 
pot know whether it had ever been publicly returned and ac- 
knowiedged --it came from an expanded hgart, and was worthy 
ef ovr aċmiraion. 

Mr. P. tben concluded by saying that the amendment of the 
committee proposed to give the preceeds of these presciis tu 
the institntiens for the support of orphans in this District--an 
object worthy of the sympathy and undivided support of every 
humane and Christian heart. ` If this amendment were adopted, 
we would then exhibit the remarkable spectacle of the de- 
scendants of Ishmael bearing presents from the desert, destined 
te can'ribute to the support of the helpless and fatherless of their 
Christian and more civilized brethren. 

Mr. P. concluded by hoping the House would so dispose of 
them, and demanded the previous question. 

Mr. EVERETT solicited the gentleman irom South Carolina 
to withdraw tle amendment, to enable him to introduce a pro- 
position to recummit the bill to the Committee of Foreign Af- 
fairs, with instructions to inquire into the expediency of report- 
ing a bill making an appropriation for defraying the expenses 
of the repairs of the ship Sultana, belonging to the Imaum of 
Muscat, and for her supplies white here and on her retain 
home; and for making such other complements to the Imaum 
of Muscat for the signal relief afforded to the United States 
slonp of war Peacock, as the President shall deem proper. 

Mr. PICKENS persisted in his motion for the previous ques- 
tion, which receive a second, and the main question having 
been ordered; which main question was, Shall the House concur 
with the Committee of Foreign Affairs in their amendment to 
the Senate bill? 

(This amendment authorizes the President to dispose of the 
said presents (without in terms authorizing their acceptance) 
the proceeds thereof to be divided among the charitable institu- 
tions for orphans in this district] 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which, having been ordered, were—yeas 69, nays 89. 

€o the House refused to concur in the amendmentof the com. 
mittee. 

The question now being on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
and reada third time—- 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which, having been ordered, were—yeas 75, nays 87, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. J. W. Aten, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Black, 
Botts, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, 
William B. Campbell, Carr, Chapman, Connor, William R. 
Cooper, Craig, Cross, Dana, Johu Davis, Doan, Doig, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Fisher, Floyd, Galbraith, Gerry, Goggin, 
Griffin, Hand, John Hastings, Hook, Hopkins, Jackson, Jame- 
son, Joseph Johnson, Keim, Kem le, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, 
Lucas, McCu!l-h, Mallory, Marchand, Miller, Montanya, 
samuel W. Morris, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Pickens, 
Pope, Prentiss, Rariden, Rayner, Robinson, Samuels, Shaw, 
Albert Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Swearingen, 
Sweney, Taylor, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, and Henry 

Williama—75 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barcard, Beirne, Blackwell, Briggs, Sampson Ii. Buter, 
Calhoun, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Clark, Clifford, James 
Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, 
Curtis, Cushing, Davee, Davies, J. W. Davis, Garret Davis, 
Dawson, Dennis, Deflet, Dromgoole, Edwards, Evans, Everett, 
Fillmore, Fine, Fietcher, Fornance, James Garland, Gates, 
Goode, Wm. S. Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, James, 
Chas. Johnstcn, Nathaniel Jones, Kempshall, King, Lincoln, 
McCarty, McClellan, McKay. Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Cal- 
vary Morris, Nisbet, Ogie, Osborne, Palen, Petrikin, Proftit, 
Randolph, Reynolds, Kiszway, Russell, Shepard, Simonton, 
Stade, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy ‘Thempson, Til- 
linghas, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. 
Wagner, Edward D. White, John White, Thomas W. 
Wiihams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Christo- 
pher Williams—&7. 

So the joint resolution was rejected, 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved to suspend the the rules, and that 
the House 1esoive itself into Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. EVERETT endeavored to prevail upon the chairman of 
Ways and Means to waive his motion, for the purpose of 
admitting hig motion to recommit the resolution above rejected, 

with the instructions indicated, 

Mr. JONES would not yield, and the question was put and 
agreed to. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House resolved itseif into Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Evans in the chair,] and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appropriations for 
the support of the army. 

The CHAIR stated that the question pending when the com- 
mittee rose on-yesterday was the appeal taken by the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Wise] from the decision of the Cia, that 
the amendment proposed by the gentleman from New Yoik, 
IMr. Cueris,] making an appropriaiion of $45,000 for the pur- 
Chase of sites on the Western waters on which to erect marme 
hospitals, was in order. 

Mr. CLIFFORD said the subject of the marine hospitals was 
pending before the Committee of Commerce, and it was cer- 
tainly not in order to arrest the action of that committee, by in- 
troducing an amendment appropriating for the object, whick 
they not even reported their views to the House upon. 
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He contended that the amendment and decision cf the CHAIR 
came in coniict with the 50th rule of the Mouse, which says 
thatro morion should be submitted under color of amendment, 
dfforent in character aud principle, for the bill or subject un- 
der discussion. ‘This rule was no co: >t adopted to prevent a 
system of jugrolling when the appropr.atior bills should be up 
for consideration- it was done so as to let every preposition 
stand on itsown peculiar meris. Itisa proposition having no 
relevancy tothe bill before the House--itis totally different in 
prine ie the biii pertains to matters connected with the army, 
andthe amendment is a matter more relevant to the navy Dill. 
Hihe committee should depart from the rule which had governed 
itso fur, and admit this proposition, proposition atter pro- 


totally ivte'evant and out of order, would be 
;. and thus consume all the time of the 
House, without accomplishing any good purpose. It 


gated, and it was yet pending before the committee, 
could not consent, even if the amendment were not in order, to 
vote for it. 

Mr. McKAY then read the rule which required that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means should report the several appro- 
priation bit!s within thirty days, each bill appropriating to spe- 
cific and distinct classes of objects authorized by law; from which 
he argued that it was rever intended that amendments entirely 
different in principle from the bills, and not provided for by 
existing laws, should he appended as amendments. Notwith- 
standing the rule requires tiat the bills should be reported 
separaiely, the committee might, with the same propriety, 
amend the army bili, by attaching to it the whole navy bill, as 
to admit this amendment, which was more relevant to the navy 
bill than to the bill under consideration. He hoped the decision 
of the Czar would not be sustained. 

The appeal was further Jebated by Messrs. WISE, STANLY 
ATHERTON, ani McEAY,4n opposition to the decision o 
the CHair, and by Messrs. DAVIS of- Indiana and BRIGGS in 
favor of his decision. 

The question “Shall the decision of the Cnam stand as the 
judgment of the House?” was taken by tellers, and resulted— 
ayes 57, noes tit. 

So the decision of the Cam was reversed, and the amend- 
ment declare] to be out of order. i 

Theitem appropriating $50,000 for repairs and improve- 
ments at Harper’s Ferry having been read— 

Mr. RICE GARLAND desired to be informed why the ap- 
propriation was so large? A . 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, explained that the appropriation 
had been rendered necessary for repairs, &c. and referred to the 
items setting for:h the particular objects for which the money 
was required. } 

Mr. WISE desired to be informed by the chairman, or some 
member of the Committee on Military Affairs, whether the Go- 
mernment cuntinuee to experd money at the armories for the 
manufacture of Hall's pateat rifles? 

Afier a monent’s delay— 

Mr. MONROE was understood tosay thata few were still 
manufactured. , 

Mr WISE went on to say that the rifle was useless, and that 
he would not allow the one he had had to stay about his house. 
It was more dangerous to the man who had to use it than it 
wastoau enemy. Mr. W. explained how and why. Improve- 
ments, he said, were going on every day. Colt’s rifle was said 
to be better; s0 was Cochran’s; and there were others. He was 
willing to appropriate money for experiments in arms, but the 
country ought to be very careful in adopting any. He was 
told that 10,000 of Hall's rifles had been menufactured for the 
Government. All this money had been thrown away; and he 
hoped that proner attention would be given to the subject. 

Mr. MONROE was glad, he said, that the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Wis] had taken up the subject. This rifle was 
not a favorite with him, (Mr. M.] But the gentleman would 
best obtain his object by offering a resolution directing that these 
arms shall not be given out, or adopting some other course by 
which the object can be effected. 

Mr. WISE offere:t an amendment, in the shape of a proviso, 
declaring that none of the money hereby appropriated shall be 
expended in the manufacture of Hals patent rifle. 

Mr. GRAVES raised the question that the amendment 
was out of order, on the ground that it was notin order, on 
an appropriation hill, to regulate the sort of arms that shall be 


sed. 
2 The CHAIR had some doubts, he said, on the subject, but 
finally decided that the amendment was not in order. 

Mr. WISE appealed from that decision. 

And the question being, “Shall the decision ofthe Cuairstand 
as the judgment of the committee?’ 

The appeal was debated by Messrs. GRAVES, MONROE, 
WISE, PRUFFIT, LUCAS, and WADDY THOMPSON, 
when 

Some conversation took place between the CHAIR and Mr. 
WISE, from which it appeared that when the Cuar had deci- 
ded the amendment of Mr. W. to be out of order, he had done so 
on the ground that it was not relevant to any clause of the bill 
under consideration; but the CHAIR intimated the opinion that it 
would be in order hereafter. y : 

Mr. WISE thereupon withdrew his appeal, giving notice of 
his intention to renew it atthe end of the bill. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND (not being satisfied, he said, with the 
explanations of Mr. Jones of Virginia, why so large an amount 
should be appropriated forthe armory at Harper’s Ferry) moved 
to reduce the amount from $50,000 to $25,000. A 

Mr. JONES of Virgiaia said this appropriation, it was true, 
was something larger than at previous years; but it would be 
recollected that the appropriation was withheld entirely last 
year. The money was to be expended on very important ob- 
jects; jt was to repair the buildings, erecta new forge, and to 

lace this armory in a condition to manufacture arms with 
more facility. The supply. of arms was entirely inadequate to 
the wants of the country, if, in case of emergency, the arms 
should be needed. The amount was as low as it ought to be for 
the purpose to which it was to be applied. If it was reduced, 
it might be that it could:not be so applied as to make it at all 
useful. He hoped the reduction would not be made. ; 

Mr. COOPER ot Georgia said if the gentleman from Louisia- 
na (Mr. GARLAND] would move to reduce all the items 25 per 

. he would go with him. : f f 
e MONROE was oppona to the reduction. It would de- 
stroy the effectof the whole appropriation. When he was in 


-question of retrenching expenses for 


the army he hadan opportunity of witnessing the bad effect of 
sucha course. Frequently the object of the appropriation 
was annulled by such an unmeaning reduction. It coyld not 
be applied, because it was inadequate to effect the object, and 
would prove a waste if it were to be applied. There was no 
economy in such a course. When we get the arms manufac- 
tured they arein thè hands of the people. He was in favor of 
large and judicious appropriations to objects of defence. He 
would go so far asto place in the hands of the militia works on 
military tactics, to givethem al] the information which would 
contribute to make them useful when their services were need- 
ed in the field; but he was told that the Treasury would not 
bear it. Sucheconomy as this was not regarding the great in- 
terests of the country. He was for an increase of the arms 
and munitions of war. 

Mr. MARK A. COOPER said, he was not surprised at the 
views of economy of the gentleman from New York. They 
were suchas might be expected from a gentleman coming from 
that section of country. He comes froma quarter that holds 
to the principle that they should go in debt if there was not mo- 
ney to supply what might be conceived to be their want. 

r. R. GARLANDsaid, he was disposed to make all pro- 
der appropriations to keep up the arsenals, This al propria- 
tion was not an ordinary one, and there should be g reasons 
shown why it should be made. In the present etate of affairs 
he was in favor of small appropriations. 

Mr. MONROE could not consent to reduce appropriations 
of this kind, considering the state of defences of the country. 
He was for putting the army and navy ina condition that 
would cope with any power. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON maintained that this was no pro- 
per time to make improvements of any kind, considering the 
exhausted condition of the Treasury. Even if it should re- 
ducethe manufacture ofarms, he would go forit. But ifit 
was reduced it would not touch such manufe :ture. 

The question was then taken on the motion to reduce, and 
disagreed to without a count. 

Mr. RARIDEN wished to inquire from the Chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, whether any estimate from 
the Cumberland Road had been sent to the committee by the 
President or Secretary, ashe had seen a statement to that effect 
in some of the Western papers. 

Mr. JONES was surprised at such a question. The gentle- 
man, from the commencement of the session, had had the same 
opportunities of examining all the documents and estimates as 
himeelf. He therefore rather doubted the sincerity of the gen- 
tleman in asking the question. . oe 

Mr. RARIDEN made some complaint at not receiving a re- 
ply. He had ransacked all the documents in vain to find such 
an estimate, and believed that none such had been sent to the 
Iouse. 

Mr. JONES said he had no objection to say that at the com- 
mencement of the cession no estimate for the Cumberland Road 
had been submitted, among those which formed the basis of bills 
reported. 

Mr. RARIDEN asked if there had been any estimate since. 

Mr. JONES raid trat no estimate had been submitted to the 
Committee of Waya and Meansby the House, with a view to 
report a bill to continue the Cumberland road, although he be- 
lieved the proper bureau having charge of this subject had sent 
in estimates to Congress. i; 

Mr. RARIDEN said he would, upon his own responsibility, 
submit an amendment, and let it stand upon its own me- 
rits. Mr. R. then proposed an amendment appro riating 
$225,000 for the continuation of the Cumberland roa in the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinoie—$75,000 to be expended in 
each of those States, under the supervision of the War De- 
partment. , 

Mr. JONES inquired of the Cair whether the amendment 
was in order. 

The CHAIR decided that it was not. | 

From this decision Mr. DAVIS of Indianaap) led. 

The eppeal was debated, and the decision of the CHAR waa 
opposed by Messrs. DAVIS of Indiana, RARIDEN, MASON 
of Ohio, TILLINGHAST, and PROFFIT. 

And, it being now half past 2 o’clock, the House took the 
usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

After the recesa— 

The consideration of the 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL 3 
was resumed in Committee of the Wholé, Mr. Evansin the 
hair. 

The question pending was the appesi from the decision of the 
Cuan, that the amendment in relation to an appropriation for 
the Cumberland road, was not in order. : 

Mr. RARIDEN observed that as there was no quorum pre- 
sent, he would withdraw the amendment, witha view of renew- 
ing it hereafter. 

r. GIDDINGS then asked leave to offer an amendment 
making} an appropriation for the repair of a certain barbor in 


io. 

Mr. JONES objected to the introduction of such an amend. 
ment as out of order. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment as out of order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS took an appeal, but the decision of the Coam 
was affirmed. 5 i 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia moved to amend by reducing the 
amount appropriated for armories, fortifications, arsenala, etc. 
25 percent. Mr. C. said that, ewing to the embarrassed condi- 
tion of the Treasury, it was highly necessary that some reduc- 
tion should be made; although he was willing to go for the full 
amount of al! appropriations that were strictly needed. 

Mr. DAWSON was in favor of granting the full amount of 
appropriations asked for, and then aft terwerds holding the Ad- 
ministration strictly responsible for those appropriations. 


Mr. JONES contended that more of the appropriations could 
be reduced without manifest injury to the public eervice. He 
alluded to the vast number of Indians on our Southwestern 
frontier, which required the vigilance of Government to keep 
them in subjection, and a suitablągijrovision for fortifications, 
etc. so as to protect our citizens agalist them. He also allu oben 
the deficiency of fire arms, there not being at preeent ore ho ped 
gufficient to arm two States of the Union. 16 there i a hela 
that no objection would be made to the amoun tots  hould be 
the bill, as the public interest required that the 


appropriated. à ht up the “general 
Mr. EVERETT said this motion broni : esas ts shay 


them, He desired to ask the chairman of the Committee on 
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Ways and Meane, for his estimate of the revenue for this year, 
exclusive of Treasury notes. 

Mr. JOSES said ne was unable at that moment to state fur- 
ther than thatit was expected to fall considerably below thu 
estima. es for che residue of the per 

M: EVERETT resumed. The statement ofthe Secretary of 
the Treasury, laid before the other House on the 19th of June, 

ehowed that the whole revenue for the first five months, (from 
January the Ist to June the lst) wae about seven and a half 
millions. For tho residue of the year it would most probably 
exceed that amount, making for the year not over fifteen mil- 
lms. This, with five millions of Treasury notes, made the 
whole revenue twenty millions, The appropriation, originally 
eamated at that sum, would be increased by appropriations 
not originally here, but recommended by the Departments, to 
twenty-seven millions—say twenty five millions. Now how 
was the deficiency to be supplied? He desired to ask the hono- 
rab'e chairman whether a further grant of Treasury notes would 
be asked during the dresent session. 

Mr. JONES replied that there had been no action of the com- 
Mistee that would enable him at that time to answer the ques- 
Won, He could noi then determine what might be the amount 
of the appropriations; but he expressed the hope that no more 
Treasury notes would be nec x 

Mr. EVERETT said he was glad to hear it, although he ceuld 
not see how the Government weuld make the two ends 
meet, It dtd eeem to be bea case, in which either further 
means should be provided, or the appropriations reduced. 
That subject, however, he was obliged to leave to the commit- 
tee. They must best know where the reductions should be 
maace, and the responsibility rested upon them. He could not, 
however, but think that the subject of the defence of the West- 
ern frontier was ill chosen for a reduction. Considering the ex- 
tent of that frontier, the number of Indians, and the hostile feel- 
ings of some portion of them, he thought every thing should be 
done necessary for the defence of that quarter. He thought that 
a recent event had increased the danger. He would not then 
enter into the subject further than to express that opinion. 

Mr. COOPER said he wiabed it to be understood that he did 
not wish to reduce the ordinary expenses of the Government. 
He waz willing to vote for that; and if there were not money 
enough io the Treasury, he would borrow it. He did not agree 
with hia colleague in giving the money to the Administration 
because they asked for it. By doing so, his colleague would be 
throwing his own responsibility as a Representative upon the 
Government, which he had no right to do, 

Mr. BRIGGS could not agree with the gentleman who offer- 
ed the amendment. After we had erected these fortifications and 
public works, the gentleman wished tocut off one quarter of 
the money neceasary to keep them in operation. Let the gen- 
teman leok at the state of our Southwestern frontier, where the 
danger had been such that we had increased our standing army, 
and yet here he offered a proposition to cut down one fourth of | 
the sums necessary for keeping up the public works. The gen- 
Ueman wished to do this, and yet he said he did not wish to in- 
terfere with the ordinary and common appropriations of Go- 
vernment. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON advocated the amendment. The 

objects to which the sums were to be applied did not come un- 
der the ordinary expenses of Government. They were extra- 
@:divary; anu if the proposition had been to reduce the sums 
fifty per cent. instead of twenty-five, he would vote for it. 
i Mr CROSS objected to any reduction in the appropriations for 
fort acions, &e. He alluded to the defenceless state of the im- 
m-na- Suuthwestern frontier, and contended that Government 
was bound to make rrovision for the defence of our citizens in 
that quarter, and whith required every cent of the money set 
down in the biii, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST thought the best way would be to grant 
the aporupriation asked for, as, otherwise, the Administration 
conli not justly be held reeponsibie. k was nt the fact of 
making the appropriaiion that created the responsibility, butthe | 
manner in which that money was used afer it had been appro- 
priated. Besides, the general reduction of 25 per cent. would 
not he compatible with all the items specified. 

Mr. MONROE opposed the amendment with much warmth. 
He ‘tid vot coneider it just or honorable for genilemen, after 
they had got rid of the Indians from their own State, to object 
te the protection of other ~tates from therr incursions. Was it 
Dt jnst ani proper for the gentleman from Georgia to'vote for 
fortifications for the protection of the frontier Siates against 
thoes Liliana whom he had sent there? 4 

Tne. quesiion was then taken on the amendment, and it was | 
rejected : 

Mr. JONES then moved to amend by inserting $19,764 for | 
the repur of arsenals injured by fire and storms. Mr. J.ex- ; 
piained that these arsenals had been damaged since the esti- 
mates iad been first sent in, and at the request of Mr. Rick 
Ganvanp had read by the Clerk a statement from the Secretary 
in relation to the maiter. 

Tre ameedment was then agreed to. 

Mr. JONES then offered an amendment appropriating 
300,000 ior the suppression of Indian hostilities in Florida, to | 
ba xpenited under the superintendence of the Secretary of ' 

T. i 

In recly to aqnestion from Mr. STANLY 

Mr JONES explained that the reason this item was not in- 
cluded in the original estimates was, that it was anticipated, the 
war would shorily be brought to a close, in which case no 
further appropriation would have been necessary. Butas the 
anticipadons of the Department had not been realized, the Se 
cretary of War thougit it advisable before the a*journment of 
Congress, to ask an additional appropriation of $302,000, which 
added to the anexpended balance of former appropriation, 
would ir was hought to be amply sufficient. 

Mr. t TANLY opphsed the amemeadment, and in the course 
of his remarka, corte ided that the Administration had been 
gudty of increasing ihe standing army; alan, that it was their 

design ‘o increase it sti'l farther. He had pot concluded, when 
a igoriun was made thatthe committee rise, which motion pre- 
Val ant, 


Aid the Honse adjourned. WI 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay. Juiy 10, 1840. 


Mr. DAVIS, from ine Conimitiee on Commerce, submitted 

a report in celanag ‘t the House bill for the relief of Gilbert A. 
Sri bh ard Nathan ark; which was ordered to be printed. 

_ die. HUBBARD, fr un the Commitiee.on Finance, to which 

was re‘erred the bi! or ihg relief of Thofnas Latham, reported 

it without amendment. i 


Mr. H. said that some time since the Senate adopted a reso- 
lution reported by the Committee on Claims, adverse to the 
claim of the heirs of Fulton. Subsequently a motion was made 
to reconsider this vote, which he now moved to take up. 

The motion to reconsider was then taken up, and on motion 
by Mr. H. indefinitely postponed. 

MILEAGE OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill from the 
House to establish a uniform rule of computing the mileage of 
meinbers of Congress. The question being on Mr. NORVELL’8 
motion to postpone the bill indefinitely— 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky spoke at large in favor of the bill. 
Tt was passed, he said, by the nearly unanimous vote of the 
other House, and ten years agoa similar bill was passed by the 


t other House, and defeated by the Senate. 


He alluded to the unpleaseantness of touching any abuses of 
this kind, from the great number of individuals interested in 


cessarily the feelings of any member; and he trusted his re- 


marks would be listened to in the eame spirt of courtesy with : 
which he designed to make them. The time of his retreat : 


from public life was not very distant, and before retiring, he 
wiehed to point out three or four abuses, which he would, in 
part, do at this time. 
which there were abuses in every way, which Mr. C. specified, 
and pointed to certain remedies. 
now under consideration. Mr C. proceeded to show that the 
law reepecting mileage had been rendered very greatly uncer- 
tain and unequal, particu'arly by railroads and ateamoats. 


One related to the franking privilege, of - 


Anether greatone wasthat ` 


He closed by alluding to the extraordinary increase in the ex- ; 


penditures of the Government. During the administration of 


Washington, Adams, andthe firstterm of Jefferson,the whole ; 


civil list did not exceed $600,000 yearly. Now, the Treasury 
Department alone nearly reached that sum; and the expenses 
of Congrese, including stationery, printing, fuel, &c. even went 
beyond it. 

gin with themselves. 

After some remarks by Mr. CALHOUN, 

Mr. WRIGHT having remarked ihat the Senator from South 
Carolina had almost wholly anticipated what he had designed 
tosay, proceeded to enlarge somewhat on the same views, and 
said he should vote for the postponement. 

Mr. DAVIS urged that this subject had been very thorough! 
considered in the other House, and the result of it was a full 


them, from whom it wae difficult to escape animadversion But, - i i 
as always, Mr. C. would now proceed to periorm his duty, re- ; 
gardless of himself, but sincerely desirous not to injure unue- | 


nd reforms by Congeess, he insisted, ought to be- :| 


conviction that the air line was, on the whole, the best and mat *' 


equal standard of distance; and it was one which admitted of 
no change and no uncertainty. 

g: He aleo insisted that it was usual, if reforms, when proposed, 
were delayed for any reason, they were not again taken up; and 
he stated various cases in point; and the present rule for mile- 
age, he maintained, was unequal and unjust, and ought to be 
corrected. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, as he should vote against 
the indefinite postponement of the bill, he desired to place his 
vote on its true ground. In the vote he should give, he did 
not wish to be understood as committing himself to vote for 
the bill as it passed tne House. That bill fixes the mileage of 
members upon a direct air line; this, he thought, would be 
found unequal aud unjust, as it was a line never travelled, 
and impossible te be travelled. Again, it would be unjust to 
members who had to travel on a circuitous route to their places 
of residence. He, therefore, would vote against the indefinite 
postponement, in the hope that the bill would be ro amended 
as to make itacc*ptable. He held that thetrue rule was to 
pay the member for the distance he would be compelled to tra- 
vel 20 as to conveniently arrive at the seat of Government, and 
uot the route’his pleasure or convenience might dictate. He 
thought the law should be to make the allowance upon the 
nearest mail or post route. This would make the law definite 
enough. He admitted that the Jaw, as it stood. was liable to 
be, and was, misconstrued, operating unequally and unjustly 
between different members. He concurred withthe Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. Cannoun] that the object of the 
law giving mileace was not altogether to pay members for their 
expenses in travelling; it was, in part, a compensation to dis- 
tant members for the inconvenience and sacrifice they were 
compelled to make in being so far removed from their homes; 
while those nearer to the seatof Government could frequent- 
ly_viait their families during the session. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said: Mr. President, it has rarely fallen to my 
lot to attend to a discussion in this Senate with more pleasure 
and interest, than I havedonethis morning. This discussion has 
convinced me of the power and force of truth. Some months 
»g9, in urging upon this Senate the consideration of the value of 
time, and the duty of shortening the sessions of Congress, I took 
occasion to say, that after a!l that had heen said and written. in 
and out of Congress. on the subject of Government abuses, 
the most alarming abuses of the Federal Goverment might be 
traced directly or indirectly to Congress. My remarks at that 
time, sir, seemed to have but limited influence upon the Senate. 
To-day. sir, T have the high gratification to hea: almost every 


‘honorable Senator who has spoken upon the subject, frankly 


admit the abuses which have crept into Congress, and exprees a 
willingness to enter earnestly upon the work of reform, by ap- 
propriate legislation -T heard the Senator from Kentncky [Mr. 
Cray] with great satisfaction and general approbation That 
Senator has advocated the biil from the House of Representatives 
with a clearness and perspicuity which cannot be surpassed. 
His remarks, accompanied by the facts which he has sub- 
mitted, afford incontestable evidence of the inequality and in- 
justice of che present practice of settling the mileage of members 
of Congress, and satisfies my mind, thatthe mode proposed in 
this bill is the nearest approach to justice which has yet been 
presented to ‘he consideration of Congress, and T am therefore 
prepared to give the bill my hearty support. But for the able 
manner in which this bill has been eupported by the Senator 
from Kentucky, (Me. Cuay,j I should have feit it my duty ta 
have made some remarks in detail in its support, but I now feel 
relieved from that necessity. 

Mr. President, F trust the passage of this bill will be but the 
first step in correcting abuses connected with the expenses of 
Coneress. From the spirit manifested by Senators in their re- 
marks this morning, I indulge the hope that various other 
abuses will be speedily reformed hy legislation. The use and 
abuee of ectationery, as well as the franking privilege, calls 
aloud for reform. 

And what is still of much greater importance than any which 
has yet been adverted to, ie the want of a faithful and punctual 
attendance of the members of Congress to their legislative du- 


ties. What have we seen during the present session of Con. 
gress? How often has the business of legislation been re- 
tarded for the want of a quorum, in one branch of Congress at 
least? How many members of Congress, during the present 
session, kave been absent from their sex:« for days, weeks, and 
months together, engaged in pursuits of business, pleasure, or 
pastime? Is it not the common custom of these absenters to 
receive full compensation for the whole session, whether pre. 
sent or absent? Is this just—is itright?) Who pays the taborer 
wages for days, weeks, and months, when he is absent from hia 
work? This is not he custom of our country in the ordinary 
business of life. Men are paid in preportion to their labor and 
attention to business, and why should members of Congress be 
anexception? 1 will forbear making further remarks at pie. 
sent, and give my vote in favor of the bill from the House. 

The question was then taken on the indefinite postponement 
of the bill, and was negatived, as tollows: 

YEAS—-Mesars Anderson, Benton. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Linn. Mouton, Norvell, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, S.urgeon, Walker, and Wright 
—I16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Clavton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Hubbard, Huntincton, King, Kuight, 
Lumpkin, Merrick, Phelps. Pierce, Porter, Preston, Roane, Rug- 
gles, Smith of Indiana Tallmadge, Tappan, Wali, White, Wil- 
liams, and Young—26. 

Mr. LINN moved instead of the straight line, to make the 
nearest mail route the standard of distance. 

Mr. WALKER proposed the most usual mail route, to be de- 
termined by a joint committee of Congress, and the mileage of 
members, as allowed, to be published. 

This amendment Mr. LINN accepted for his own. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky aigued thatthis rule would be sub- 
ject to great uncertainty, and adduced some cases in which it 
would be very difficult to determine which was the most usual 
mai! route. 

Mr. CALHOUN and Mr. ALLEN made some remarks 
in faver of publishing the mileage ofeach member, thus mak. 
ing him responsible for this, as for other things, to his consti- 
tuents, 

Mr. DAVI8 moved to strike out the most usual mail route 
from Mr. Linn’s amendment, and insert the nearest mail route. 
He argued in support of this that in many cases there were seve- 
ral routes, which were regular and constant, and none of them 
could be said to be more usual than another. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested that it ought to be the prins 
cipal mail route, which could be better determined. 
> Afer some further remarks by Mr. WALKER for, and Mr. 
PRESTON against, Mr. WALKER’s amendment, 

The amendment of Mr. Davis, making the shortest mail 
ronte the standard of distance, was agreed to, as follows: 

Y£AS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Brown, Buchanan, Clay of 
Ky. Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Hubbard, 
Huntington, King, Knight, Merrick, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, 
Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, Tap- 
pan, White, and Young—26. 

NAYS—Messts. Benton, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, 
Grundy, Linn, Lumpkin. Mouton, Phelps, ‘Smith of Connecti- 
cut, Sturgeon, Walker, Wall, and Wright—14. 

The amendment of Mr. WALKER, as thus amended by Mr. 
Davis, was agreed to, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Ala, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Mouton, Norvell, Phelps, Pierce, Roane, Smith of Indiana 
Strange, Surkean, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Wright, an 
Yonng—25. 

NAYS—Measre. Clay of Ky. Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Davis, Dixon, Knight, Lumpkin, Porter, Preston, Ruggles, 
Smith of Conn. and White—13. 

Mr WALKER moved to amend the bill by inserting at the 
end the:eof, “and hervafier ihere shall be no stationery allowed 
to any members of Congre~s ” 

After snme remarks by Messrs. GRUNDY, CLAY of Ken. 
tucky, CALHOUN, ALLEN, WALKER, BUCHANAN, 
TALLMADGE, and CLAY of Alabama, f 

Mr. CLAY of Alahama moved the following as a substitute: 

“Be it further enacted, That instead of the allowance of sta. 
tionery to the members of the Senate and House of Represen. 
tatives during the session of Congrese, as now allowed, there 
shall be allowed and paid to each member, the sum of twenty 
dotlars and no mare.” g te 

Aftersome remarks from Mr. WALKER in opposition, the 
amendment was agreedto; and after some further remarks 
by Mr. KNIGHT, the amendment of Mr. WALKER, as modified, 
was agreed tu—ayes 29, noes 11, ag follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Allen. Anderson, Brown, Buchanan. Cal- 
houn. Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Critendan, Davis, 
Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubhard, Huntington, King, 
Knight, Lumpkin, Mouton, Porter, Preston. Ruggles, Smith of 
Connectient, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wright, Young—Z9. k . sa 

NAYS—Mesars Benton. Clayton, Dixon, Linn, Merrick, Nor- 
vell. Roane, Ta'imadge, Wall, White, Williams—II. 

Mr. LINN moved to amend the bill by inserting the fol- 
lowing: 

SECTION 3. Andhe it further enacted, That any member of 
the Senate or House of Representatives neglecting to answer to 
the roll of the yeas and nays on any question, shall be deemed 
to be absent for that day, untessabeeni from cickness, or by at- 
tendance upon a committee, and his per diem for that day 
shall be deducted.” 

This amendment, after some remarks by Messrs. CALHOUN, 
CLAYTON, PRESTON, ALLEN. GRUNDY, KNIGHT, 
RUBBARD. LUMPKIN, PIERCE, BUCHANAN, and CRIT- 
TENDEN, was agreed to—ayes 32, noes 17, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Allen, Anderson, Bentot, Bown. Bucha- 
nan, Ciay of Alahama, Fulton, Grondy. Henderson, Hubbard, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Smith af Con- 
nectieni: aaa Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wright, and 
Youne— 22, 

NAYs—Mesers. Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton. Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert. Davie Dixon, Huntington, King, Kuht, 
Merrick, Porter, Preston, Roane, Smith of Indiana, Tallinadge, 
ard White—J7. 

Mr. YOUNG moved to add the following to the end of the 
second section: i 

“And provided that no member of either House shall hereaf- 
ter frank any letter, paper, or document, bat such as may, in 
ood faith, appertain to his own business or correspondence, or 

ank any blank envelope of any kiad or description, for the use 
of any other person or persons under any pretence whatever.’ 


ee 


After being discusesd by Messrs. TAPPAN, OLY of Ala- 

and CLAY of Kentucky, 

Ne, WRIGiIT moved to amend the amendment by adding 

the foliowins: 7 

“and further, shall frank no package ofany description other 

than Jecters, and no letrer ofa greater weight than one onnce.”? 

Whieh, aker soms remarks by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, was 
disagreed to, ant the amemiment waa also disagreed to. 

Nr. NORVELL then moved to ememt the bill by inserting 
the iollowine: ` 

“sge 4. And be it further enacted, That the franking privi- 
lege shail net be enjoyed dy any member cr delegatë ih Con- 
grace except during the session and tor thirty days before its 
commencement, and thirty days after its termination,” 

‘Afier some remarks by Messrs BUCHANAN and NOR. 
VELL, the amendment was losi—ayes P, noes 20. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the fullow-m5 as an additional sec- 
tion: 

usec. -—. And be it further enacted, That hereafter when 
Congress is not m session, no member shall have ihe privilege 
of franking any printed matier except public documents.*’ 

Aver sume remarks by Mesers, TAPPAN, SMITH of Con- 
necticut, and WALKER, the amendment was disagreed to— 
ayes 17, noes 2), as tullows: 

Y- AS—Mesrs. Aller, Benton, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nor vell, Pierce, 
Saree, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wright, and Yoang—17. 

NAYS—Messr=, Anderson, Brown, Buchai an, Clay of Ken- 
tacky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Hender- 
ron, Hunungton, Knight, Merrick, Porter, Presion, Roane, 
Smith of Connecticut, Emith of Indiana, Tallmadge, and 
White—2. 

Tre bill as amended was then reported to the Senate, and the 
amendments concurred in, and the question coming up on its 
engrossment, 

After some remarks by Mesers, SMITH of Indiana, CLAY, 
of Kentucky, CALITOUN, WHITE, CLAY of Alabama, 
TALLMADGE. ani DAVIS 

Mr. LUMPKIN said: Mr. President, with all my earnest de- 
sire for the retorm of abuses which have crept into Congress, 
and the gratification which I felt and expressed this forenoon to 
see tha: spirit of reform gaining ground and respect in this Se- 
nate, vet sir, E admit 1 was not prepare! to expect, or look 
for, thar rapid advance, which I have wi nessed in che course of 
afew sours. I desire to see reform, to the full extent of ail the 
propositions winch have been submitted as amendments to this 
vill. Retorm is demanded, in regard to stationer: ; the franking 
privilege; punciual attentance oi members of Congress, as 
well asthe present prac:ice of charging for mileage. Bui, sir, 
while I vote i flavor of the various propositions submitted to 
correct the abuses complained of, which have been proposed 
as amendments to the mileage bill, I must be aliowed to 
expiess My apprehension, ihat theee amendments are cal- 
cula-e!, if not intended. to defeat the s-ileage bill. 

1 would have preferred. sis, that the Senate sheuld have 

the bill seat to us by the House, without amendment or 
change, and let it become the law of the land. This would 
have been correcting one admitted abuse atleast. In voting for 
the various proposed amendments which I have done, relating 
to stationery, franking, and attendance of members, I have 
done w irom the conviction of the correctness of these propo- 
sitions in themselves considered. Yet, sir, 1 am not free from 
apprehensiun, ihat these amendments, as wellas the original 
bil, may be defeated by their introduction here, when sent to 
the other branch of Congress. Bir, I have deliberately consi- 
dered this subject in all its parts and bearings. Iam convinced 
that abuses do exist in the franking privilege, stationery, and 
want of faithful attendance of members of Congress. I there- 
fore vote for prop.siiions calculated to correct and reform 
abuses, although they are not presented in the shape which I 
woah! desire, Sir, while I desire to see whatever errors may 
attach to Con: ress corrected, I would feel much reluctance at 
seing any thing doue, which might unjustly © disparage 
the sanding of the American Congress. 1 would not like to see 
Congres regulated by the old field, muster roll, militia disci- 
pline. Ido not admire the mode now proposed to ensure the 
aitendance of members of Congress, or that which is intended to 
econom'2: in regaid to the stationery. 1 vote for these propo- 
sitions, asthe only alternatives within my present grasp. 
_ I wiil, Mr. Presi tent, take a few minutes to suggest the out- 
line of my plan of reform, in these several matters. In regard 
to mileage, Iam in favor of the House bill as cent to us, Upon 
the subject ef the attendance of members of Congrees, J would 
only desire to make it the lawin) duty of each member of Con- 
giess, at or near the close of each session, to file in the Secretary 
or Clerk’s office a certified statement of the number of days 
he had actually served, and been in attendance as a member, 
&e, 1 would have this statement recorded in a book. In regerd 
to stationery. I would allow members to draw stationery as they 
now do, and make it the duty.of the Secretary and Clerk to 
charze and record in a book every article furnished to each 
member during each session. ; 

These accounts and charges should be duly examined by 
committees of the two Houses appointed for that purpose. This, 
sir, would be the extent of the correc! ion I would desire at. this 
time, and 1 believe ali that would even be necessary. I have 
no iJea that any laws, rules, or regulations ot Congress, can ex- 
act duties from members whieh they are 1odisposed 10 perform. 


_ The faithful discharge of our representative duties is a ques- 
tion to bz decided by eur consiituents. Jt belongs to them and 
notte ua, Butl consider it an imperative daty which devolves 
on Congress, tosee that its journals, records, and proceedings, 
shall be given to the people in a furm which may enable them 
to judge of the actings and doings of their representatives. I 
consider this, sir, a proud day for the country, whatever may be 
the success of the measure now under censideratien. The pro- 
ceedings of thia day in the Senate, establishes the fact, that the 
apiritof reform has fonud its way inio this hall; and, six, it will 
not slanber or sleep until its proper work shall have becn ac- 
complished. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved the following amendment: 

“And it shall be the duty of the Seerecary of the Senate, and 
of the Clerk of the House of Representatives. at the end of 
each session of Congress, to publish in the public papers in 
Washing'on city the number of calis of the yeas and nays to 
which each member negiected to answer during the session, ex- 
cept when such neglect to answer has been excused in conse- 
quence of sickness or absence on committees. 

After snme remarks by Messrs. SMITH of Connecticut, AL- 
LEN, HUNTINGTON, CRITTENDEN, WALKER, and 
CLAY of Alabama, the amendment was lost. 
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Mr. 8MITH of Indiana moved to reconsider the vote for the 
forfeiture of the per diem pay Gf a member, in case of ue 
s@Ace from any one call, during the day, of the yeas and 


nays. 

After debdtè by Mesers. SMITH of Indiana, HUNT! 
WALKER, TALLMADGE, und ALLEN, sa tae 

The mution to reconsider wae negatived, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesays. Culhoun, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Hantington, King, Kaignt, 
Meeks Ereston, Roare, Smith of Indiana, Talinadge, an 

te-—i6, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Futon, Henderson, Hubbard, Linn, 
Lampkin, 
cut, Arange, Sturgeon, 
Wright, and Young—24. 

The bill as amenjed was ordered to be engrossed by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Bentor, Brown, Buchanan, 
Caihoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuth- 
bert, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, Huntington, K:ng, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, Pierce, Porter, Preston, Roane, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—v}. 

NAYS—Mearrs Clayton, Henderson, Knight,- Norvell, Smith 
of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Wall,and White—9. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frivay, July 10, 1840. 

Afier the journal had been read, 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved a reconsideration of the vote by which 
on yesterday the House had refuaed to order to a third reading, 
the joint resolution of the Senate in relatton to the disposal of 
the presenta from the Imaum of Muscat. 

Mr. C. observed that his object in moving the reconsideration 
was to enable him to submit an amendment, to which he 
thought there would be no objection. He then moved the pre- 
vious question. 

‘After some debate of a conversational character, as to the 
propriety of taking the question when so few members were 
present, a call of the House was moved, 

On the motion the yeas and nays were 
taken, were—yeas 42, nays 94. 

So the cali was not ordered. 

A quorum be ng now arrived, the call for the previous ques- 
tion was seconded. 

[At thisstage of the proceedings, Mr. ADAMS inquired of the 
Cuar, whether the resolution (which had been rejected on 
yesterday) had been returned to the Senate. The CHAIR Te- 
plied that it had not. Mr. ApAMa then made a privileged ques- 
tion upon which he introduced a resolution implying a censure 
on the Clerk for negiect of duty growing out of the fact that he 
had not returned the resolution to the Senate on yesterday. 


ordered, and being 


: The proceedings on this resolution occupied two hoursof the 


recious time of the House; and the mover apprehending from 
incidental votes that the resolution could not receive the sanc- 
tion of a majority of either party In the House, withdrew it. 
Inasmuch as the resolution was withdrawn, the proceedings 
are not deemed of sufficient importance tu insert formally and 
at length. There can be no impropriety in stating, In justice to 
the Clerk, that he had not violated either the rules or the prac- 
tice of the House, by retaining the resolution in the House with- 
in the time allowed by the rules for a member to move to re- 
consider the vote rejecting it.} : 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays on the motion 
to reconsider, and resulted as fol!ows—y eas 108, nays 54. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. EVERETT then moved to strike out all after the enact- 
ing clause, and insert the amendment of which he had given 
notice on yesteT lay. 

The CITAIR decided this motion to be out of order. 

Mr. CLIFFORD then offered the following amendment: to 
strike out all after the word authorized, and to dispose in such 
time and such manner as he shall deem fit, ofall such of the 
presents to the Government of the United Staus as have been 
sent 1rom the Imaum of Muscat or the Emperor of Merocco, and 
cann tbe conveniently deposited or kept in the Department of 
State, and cause the proceeds thereof to be placed in the Trea- 
sury of the United States. i 

Mr. NAYLOR moved a reconsideration of the vete by which 
the House had, on yesterday, rejected 
Committee on Foreign Afairs, to give the proceeds of the sales 
of these presents to the charitable institutions in the District of 
Columbia; and on that motion demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded. N 

Mr. HUNT moved to lay the whole subject on the table; but 
the motion was rejocted. 2 

The question then recurring on the motion of Mr. Nayton. 

Mr. STANLY demanded the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered; and were—Yeas 70, naye 75. 

Bo the House refused to reconsider. 

The question then being on the amendment of Mr. CLIFFORD, 
it was decided by yeaa and nays as follows—yeas 82, nays 76. 

So the amendment was adopted. ae 

Mr. MONROE moved a reconsideration of the vote, but the 
motion waa almost unanimously rejected. 

The question then being on ordering the joint resolution as 
amended to a third rending; it was decided by yeas and nays,-as 
followa—yeas 84, nays OU. g . i 

The PAE having received its third reading, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said it was evident there had been some 
misapprehension on the part of several gentlemen who hed 
voted against the motion of Mr. Navoz to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment of the commitee had been rejected 
on yesterday. That amendment authorized the distribution of 
the prucecds to the charitable institutions of the District, and 
entirely coincided with his views. With a view, therefore, of 
giving those gentlemen, who had voted under a_misapprehen- 
gion, an opportunity of putting themselves right, and which 
would change the reault of the vote on the reconsideration, he 
moved that the resolution be recommitted to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, with instructions to report again the same 
amendment which had been rejected on yesterday. ; 

‘After some brief remarks from Mr. BANKS, who hoped his 
colleague would not persist in his motion, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved the previous question. s 

Me. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved to lay the whole subject on 
the table; but the motion was negatived. : i 

The call for the previous question was then seconded, cutting 
off, of course, the motion to recommit. 


Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Smith of Connecti- ; 


the amendment of the 
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The main question was then ordeted to 66 pet. 
And the main question being on the passage of the joint reso 


> lution, was, then put and decided by yeas and nays as follows 


ym 82, nays 72: 
o the joint resolution as amended was agreed to. 

The question being on the adoption of the title, 

Mr. PAOFFIT moved to amend it by adding the following: 

“A joint resolution to Teplenist the exhausted Treasury of the 
United States by the sale of certain horses, jions, otto of roset, 
rese water, cashmere shawls, dc. being a donation made to the 
United States by the Imaum of Muscat andtheEmperor of Mo- 


co.” 

Messrs. PROFFIT and MONROE made some remarks in fa- 
vor of the amendment. p 

Mr. SMITH of Maine moved the previous question on the 
bill and amendment; which did not receive a second. 

Mr. CLIFFORD then moved to amend the amendment of 
Mr. Prorrit by substituting the following as the title, viz: 

“An act toauthorize the resident of the United Mates to dis- 
pore of certain presents from the Imaum of Muscat and the 
Emperor of Morocco.” 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved the previeusquestion on its tion; 
which received a second, and the main guestion being o 
which was on the amendment of Mr. Cruryorn, the question 
was taken and the amendment was adopted as the title. 

The joint resolution of the Senate in relation to the inter- 
change of books and documents on the plan of Mr. Vatte 


j; was, on motion of Mr. JONES, taken up, reada third time, 


passed. 
Mr. J. W. JONES moved to suspend the rules for the pur- 
ose of the House resolving itself into a Committee of the 
ouse on the state of the Union; and pending the question, 
The hour of 2f o’elock having now arrived, the House took 


its usual recess. 
EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. LINCOLN, on leave, moved that another member be ap- 
pointed on the Committee on Accounts, to supply the vacancy 
occasioned by the absence (from indisposition) of his colleague, 
[Mr. Lawrsncs,) ordered accordingly. , , 

Mr. STANLY asked leave to offera resolution directing the 
Secretary ofthe Treasury to tranemit to thie Hues, as early as 
possible, a copy of the correspondence between the Treasurer 
ofthe United States and the chief cterk of any other onicer of 
his Department, in relation to the practical operation of ihe Bub- 
Treasury bill. : 

Mr. SCEENROD objected. 

Mr. STANLY proposed to move a suspension of the rule. 

The SPEAKER stated that, when the honr of recess ex 
a motion to suspend was pending, submitted by the teman 
from Virginia, {Mr. Jongs,] that the Honse resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state ofthe Union. 

Mr. ANDREWS inquired of the Cua whether there had: 
been any morning hour to day? 

The SPEAKER said there had not. g 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committee on the Judiciary, oo 
leave, reported a bill entitled “An act to amend an act approy: 
May 13, 1900, entitled ‘An act to amend an act to establish 
judical courts of the United Bates,’ ” tones 

The bill having been twice read by its title, Mr. 8. moved that 
itbe read a third time. 

Mr. CRABB asked for the readin of the bill. 

The bill having been read, Mr. C. moved its commitment 
to the Committee of the Whole, expressing his. dostre to move 
an amendment, providing than the compensation received by 
the jurors of the United States courts should conform to the com- 
pdisation of jurors of the State courts. ; s ; 

‘After some conversation between Messrs. CRABB, Tiy 
LIAGHAST, J W. JONES, SERGEANT, and BANKS, Mr. 
C. withdrew his motion to refer the bill to the Committee of the 
Whole; and proposed new to amend the bill by at a clause: 
declaring that the jurors of said courts should be paid for their 
services the same aum as is paid to jurors ofthe State courts, in ` 
such cases as the jurors may choose. 

Some further conversation followed; when. 

Mr. C. modified his amendment by adding thereto the words 
“and that jn States where no compensation Is made by law, the 
said jurorain said State shall receive the compensation sow 
fixed by the law of the United States.” . 

‘And the question being taken, the amendment, as modified 


was rejected. 
a third reading, and, having been 


The bill was then ordered to 
read a third time, was pasted. KEF 
The question then recurring on the motion of Mr. Jonzs of 
Virginia, that the House resolve itaelf into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union— = R 
Mr. RUSBELL appealed to Mr. Jongs to withdraw his 
motion, in order that the committees might be called for 


Teports. . ‘ ae 
Mr. JONES declining, the question was then taken on his. 
motion, and the voted stood—ayes 49, nays 42; no quorum 
vot:ng. : 

Mre RUSSELL again appealed to Mr. Jonzs to withdraw 
his motion. , . 

The BPEAKER maid that, as there was no quorum pe 
sent, no mouon could be entertained but a motion fur a call of 
the House or to adjourn. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved a call of the House. 

Mr. EVANS appealed to gentlemen either to go 
mittee or to Jet reports be made. 7 

Mr. LINCOLN withdrew his motion that there he a call of 
the House. 

‘And the question on the motion of Mr. Jonss that the House 
go into Committee of the Whole onthe state of the Unien, be- . 
ing again put, the vote stood—ayes 58, noes 52; still no q@orum 
voting. 
“Mr STEENROD moved acall of the House. . 

Mr. CRAIG asked the yeas and nays; which were re- 
fused. 

"Mr. EVANS asked if the motion that there be a call of the 
House was debatable? | 3 

The BPEAKER replied in the affirmative. — 

Mr. EVANS protested ageing: the time which would be uss- 
jesaly consumed ina call of the Heugg, 
tisfactorily spent in pe advance of 
ing the committees for reports. 

P fer come averen 4 the motion for ® call of ibe: Hons 
and the motion to go into commutes were mibin wo aaile 
general consent, the SPEAKER p ed to 
tees for reports. d Commerce, reported 

a TIS, from the Committee on i 

wr ou House without amendment, Senate bill entitled ‘An 


into com- 
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act in addition to the several acts relating to the shipment and 
discharge of seamen, and the duties of consuls.” 

Mr. C. said this was a bill which it was not necessary to com- 
mit. h was one which afforded protection to seamen, and hoped 
that it wou'd be passed without delay. 

No objeczion being made, the bill was then read the third time 


and passed. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 

orted back to the House without amendment, Senate bill en- 
titled “An act for the relief of Peter Warner, of Indiana; which 
was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Fensions, reported 

A bill for the relief of John Morgan; and 

A bill for the relief of Esther Parrot; 
which were read twice, and committed to the Committee 
of the Whole, and made the order o! the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. T. from the same committee, made an unfavorable re- 
port in the cases of Abel Harruck, Benjamin Cox, Cathatine 

ubb, Lucy Whitmore, Martha Conly,and Esther Honeywell; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mı. T. also, from the same cemmittee, made an unfavorable 
Teport on the cases of Solomon Jarors, Thomas Fulton, Eliza- 
beth Nutter, Francis Chandler, Margaret Penn, Lydia Rogers, 
Margaret M’Caw, Mary Harrison, Sally Sanders, Rhody Polk, 
Jane Johnson, Martha Lemon, Janetta McClure, Mary Biggs, 
Biizabeth Christler, Margaret Smith, Lucy Catlett, and John 
Oarey; which was ordered to lie on the ‘able, and be printed. 

Mr. T. fromthe same cenw: <e, made an unfavorable re- 

rt on thecases of Patrick corn, Phineas Allen, Catharine 

nider, William Keller, Tirzah Hunt, Robert Brownfield, Mel- 
Jon Potter, Catharine Hayward, John Phillips, Wm. Steele, 
Polly Wigginton, Phineas Bell, Elizaloth Pratt, Samuel Phil. 
lips, Lydia Wentworth, Jeremiah Cady, Benjamin Cox, John 
PP Becker, Areneth Chapman, Lettis Pond, Nancy G. Van 
Rensselaer, Wm. Tevis, Hannah Leighton, Christiana Haw- 
kins, Simon Early, Mary Kilbourn, Clayton and Mitchell, re- 
resentatives of William Kemplin, Charles Tuttier, David 
cker, the children of Mary Addons, Philip Sutton, Jeremiah 
Needham, Aaron Bennet, William Slick, Hannah Strong, Da- 
niel Story, children of Joseph Plumb, Penelope Plunkett, 
Daniel Ingalls, Elizabeth Pierce, widow of Stephen Pierce, 
Lors Smith, Sarah T. Field, Nathantel Bradley, illiam Gilli- 
Jan, Ethan A. Allen, John Fisher, Jonathan Rogera, Peter 
Houck, and Joseph Wilkinson; which report was ordered to 
lie on the table, and be printed. . 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, it was ordered that the 
report of the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, on the 
petition of Reuben Roberts, be recommitted to the committee, 
with the additional testitimony now presented. 

Mr. ANDREWS, from the Committee on Revoluttonary 
Pensi me, reported 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Parker; 

A bill for the reliefof Leah Mundy; and i 

A bill for the retief of Benjamin Chapman; which bills were 
severally read twice and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. 

Nr. RAYNER, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of John Hagie; which was 
read twice and committed to the Commitee of the Whole 
House on to-morrow. 3 

Mr. DAVIES, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, made an adverse report on the petitions of Betty Warner 
and George Swingle; and the said cases were laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, ordered, that the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions be discharged frem the further consi- 
deration of the case of David McMullen; and that itdo lie on 
the table. 3 

Mr. DAVIES also, from the same committee, reported 

A bill for relief of David Sherer; and 

A bill for the relief of Desire Merriam, widow of Ichibod 
Merriam. . ? ; 

A bill forthe relief of David Stervins; which bills were se- 
verally read twice and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIES, ordered, that the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions be discharged from the case of Samuel 
Potter; and that it lieon the table; his case having been settled 
at the Pension office. : 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of John Godfrey; which was 
reba and committed to the Committee of the Whole 

louse. 

Mr. C. also reported back to the House, without amendment, 
Senate bill entitled, “An act to-authorize the payment of mva- 
lid pensions in certain cases;” which was appropriately com- 


mitted. 

Mr. RANDALL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
Teported 

A bill granting a pension to Seth Willey; and 

A bill granting a pension to William H. Wilson; 
which bills were severally read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. R. aiso, from the same committee, made unfavorable re- 
ports in the cases of Henry Overly, Aaron Adams, Theophilus 
Sumerly, Samuel Spalding, William A. Houston, and Linza 
Thomas; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. S. W. MORRIS, from the same committee, reported back 


to the House, Senate bill entitled, “An act for the relief of John. 


McCloud, with a recommendation that it be rejected. 
Also, reported back to the House, Senate bill entitled, “An ac- 
for the relief of John 8. Billings; with a recommendation that 
it be rejected, both which bills were committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 
Mr. S. W. MORRIS reported, from the same committee, a 
bill for the relief of John Flood; which was read twice, and 
committed to the Committee of the Whole to-morrow. 
Mr. 8. W.M. from the same committee, also made unfavora- 
ble reports in the cases of Amanda A. Dade, Pugh Cannon, 
Daniel W. Church, B. H. Manlief, Jesse Oldham, John John- 
son, William Perry, Leonard Wardwell, Madison Collins, Syl- 
vester Nash; which reports were ordered to lie on the table. 
On motion of Mr. 8. WaMORRIB8S, the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions was discharged from the petitions of Aaron Mel- 
lon, and Titus Everhart, and leave was given them to withdraw 
their petitions. And discharged from the cases of Achael 
Whitcomb, Timothy Cavan, and Jared Buckingham;. and that 

they lie on the table. í z 
“On motton of Mr. PALEN, the Committee on Invalidi Pen- 
‘sions was discharged from the farther consideration of the 
cases of John Russell, Joseph Ellery, Henry Eberly, Seth Mor. 


. 


ton, Patrick Kennon, John C, Farrell, and they were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. RAYNER, fromthe Committee on Roads and Canals, 
reported a bill to provide for the construction of a direct com- 
munication between the waters of Albemarle sound and the At- 
lantic ocean, on the coast of North Carolina, accompanied by a 
detailed report in writing; wuich bill wasread twice and com- 
mitted, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. R. said this was a subject of some interest, and wished 
the House would indulge him in a motion to have 2,000 extra 
copies printed. 

Mr. TURNEY objected, and the motion was not pressed. 

Mr. BEATTY, from the Commitee on Patents, reported 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate bill entitled an 
actto make certain appropriations for the patent office; and the 
bill was committed to the same Committee ot the Whole 
House to which was committed the bill for the further promo- 
tion of the arts. x 

Mr. PETRIKIN, from the Committee on Public Buildings 
aad Grounds, reported a bill authorizing the erectiun of an ad- 
ditional building for the accommodation of the War Depart- 


-ment; which was read twice, aad committed to the Committee 


ofthe Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STANLY, from the Committee on Expenditures on the 
Public Buildings, made areport in relation to the expenditures 
on the public buildings in the year 1339; which was ordered to 
lieon the table, and he printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Select Committee on the me- 
morial of the heirs of James Rumsey, deceased, reported a bill 
for the reliefof the said heirs; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted tothe Committee of the whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. U. fromthe same Select Committee appointed on the 
memorial of Samuel Raub, jr. praying the passage of such an 
actas will insure the application of his recently invented '‘Dou- 
ble sell-acting safety valve” to all steam vessels in the employ 
of the Government,’ made a detailed report on the subject of 
explosion of boilers of steamboats, accompanied by three bills, 
viz: 

A billto proovide for purchasing the patent for Raub’s Self- 
acting Safety Valve; 

A bill to authorize the President of the United States to em- 

loy persons to construct apparatus, With a view to extinguish 
fires on board steamboats, and to test its utility; and 

A bill to amend the act entitled “An act to provide tar the bet- 
ter security of the lives of passengers on board vessels propelled 
in whole or in part by steam;” 
which bills were severally readtwice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said, it was now too late to act on these 


bills at the present session. He hoped that the Honse would >. 


consent to have 5,000 extra copies of the report and bills printed, 
so as to let the matter go before the country to awaken public 


atention; and that, at the next meeting of Congress, they will. 


feel better prepared to act upon the subject. 

Mr. BIDDLE obiected, and the motion was not pressed. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, was discharged from further pursuing the 
inquiry into the propriety of enclosing the public grounds 
westof the Capitol, and the removal of the naval menument 
from the Capitol yard. 

Mr. BROCK WAY, from the select committee on the subject, 
repoted a joint resolution authorizing the erection of a monu- 
ment to the memory of Captain Nathan Hall, of Connnecticut; 
which resolution was read twice, and,committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, reported back 
to the House, Senate bill entitled, “An act for the relief of John 
1L. Scott,” accompanied by a report, -recommending that the said 
bill be rejected; 

And reported back Senate bill entitled, ‘An act for the relief 
of John Mitchell and B. F. Fox,” with an amendment: 
both of which bills were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on to-morrow. 

Mr. R. also reported back, with an amendment, Senate bill en- 
titled, “An act for the relief of James If. Relfe;?? which was 
committed to ihe Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Also, reported back Senate bill entitled, “An act for the relief 
of William P. Rathbone,” with an amendment and report in 
writing; which bill was referred to the same Committee of the 
Whole House to which was referred the bill for the relief of 
the legal representatives of John Barnes. 

Mr. BOND, from the Select Commitee to which had been re- 
ferred the memorial of William Wright, in relation to the affairs 
between the United States and the Commonwealth Bank of 
Boston, reported the following resolution: A 

Resolved, That the Select Committee of five appointed on 
the memorial of William Wright, have power to inquire into 
and report upon all matters relating to the collection and settle- 
ment of the claims of the United States against the late Com- 
monwealth Bank; that the Committee have power to send for 
persons and papers, to appoint a clerk, to proceed to Boston for 
the purpose of prosecuting its inquiries; and that the members 


thereof be excused from attendance in the House until it shall . 


have made its report. 

Mr. BOND said that, at solate a period of the session, he 
did not know what better could be done with the resolution 
than that it should lie on the table. : 

Mr. TURNEY accordingly made that motion, and it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee of Ways and Means, re- 
ported a bill to revive and continue in force an act authorizing 
the payment of certain certificates, approved May 7, 
1822; which was read the first time, and by order the secon 
time, and ordered to be committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be dis 
charged from the consideration of the subject of guard fences on 
the Cumberland read; from the petitions of citizens of the State 
of New York for the improvement of Oak Orchard harber; 
against the further improvement of Black Creek harbor; and 
the memoria! of the Legislature of Iowa for the improvement 
of Des Moines Rapids, and that the same do lie on the table. 

Or motion of Mr. CONNOR, . 

Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be dis- 
charged from the bill making an appropriation for continuing 
the ımprovement of the Hudson river; and that the said bill do 
lie on the table. g 5 

Mr. MARK A. COOPER, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, made unfavorable reports on the cases of John G; Ford, 


————__ 
D. W. Haley, and others, sureties of Alfred W. McDaniel and 
David Watkinson and company; which reports were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of Claims, reported 

A bill for the relief of George Randall, and others; and 

A bill forthe reticf of Presley Scott; 
which bills were severally read twice, and committed to a Com. 
mittee of the Whole House io-morrow. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, made an un. 
favorable report on the case of Shropshire aud Ros; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DAWSON, fromthe Committee of Claims, reported a 
bill for the relief of James $S. Calhoun, accompanied by a re. 

ort. 

Alsc, a dill to provide for the settlement of the claim of the 
State of Georgia for the servicescf her militia in the years 1835 
and °36; which bills were read twice, and cornmmitted toa Com. 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, from the Committee of Claims, made an 
unfavorable report on the case of Robert McGuire; which was 
laid on the table, 

Mr. G. also made adverse reports on the cases of George A. 
Winslow, John G. Bibb, John Wilson, Sparian Alien, Thomas 
J. Stone, Samuel Carter, Allen H. Powell, Rufus K. Love, Sa- 
muel U. Varian, administrator of Davi:! D. Varian, W. C. Ew- 
ing and U. C. Ewing, Isaac Carmack, Jobn Brown, Adam Hall, 
Arthur R. Owens, Turner Chamblin, Joseph M. shephard, Jo- 
soph Croskey and others, Aliord Sandy, John P. Baldwin, Sa- 
muel D. Enoch, J. and M. Hamblin, William G. Sanders, Wil- 
liam Cooley, Alexander Watson, Themas W. Coker. ihe repre- 
sentatives of Elbert Andersen and Co., Vincent J, Strickland, 
William Fleming, Isaac 8. Middleton, aul William McKnaught; 
which reports were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, reported back 
to the House Senate vill entitied An act for the relief of John 
Richey; with a recommendation thut it be rejected. The bill 
was then committed to a Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from tie Committee of Claims, reported 
hack to the House without amendment, Senate bill entitled “An 
act for the relief of Samuei Mackay,” and made a report re» 
commending that the bill be rejected. The bill was then com. 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House on to-morrow, 

On motion of Mr. DOW NING, leave was granted Alexander 


+ Watson to withdraw the papers accompanying his petition, 


air. J. W. WILLIAMS, from the Committee of Claims, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of John M. Brodhead; which was ap- 
propriately committed. 

Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS also made an unfavorable report 
on the case of Ephraim L. Gilbert; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, from the same committee, made an unfa- 
vorable report on the case of Alexander W. Sanders; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Commerce, reported 
back to the House without amendment, Senate bill entitled “An 
act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to procure steam 
vessels for the revenue service;” which was committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. C. from the same commitiee, also reported back to the 
House without amendment, Senate bill entitled an act makin 
further provision to prevent the abuse of the flag of the Unite 
States, and the use of unauthorized papers in the forcignslave 


| trade, 


Mr. BURKE, from the Committee on Commerce, to which 
was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled an act for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of Aaron Vail, deceased, Jate 
Censul at L’Orient, made a report recommending that the bill 
do notpass. The bill was then ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. REYNOLDS trom the Committee on the Public Lands, 


; reported a bill supplemental to the act entitled an act to grant 


pre emption rights to settlers on the public lands, approved June 
22, 1838; which was read the first and second time, and come 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. GIDDINGS, Dr. John Gray had leave 
granted to withdraw his papers. 

One hour having elapsed, and the committees not having been 
yet called through— : 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MONROE hoped that the call of the committees would be 
completed 

And the question being taken on the motion to suspend, the 
vote stocd—ayes 49, noes 52; no quorum voting. 

Mr. EVANS urgently requested Mr. Jones not to press his 
motion. 

Mr. STANLY also hoped the gentleman would withdraw it. 
He (Mr 8.) was in no hurry to proceed with his speech. He 
was very patient. 

Mr. JONES said that, as there was no quorum present, he 
would move a call of the House. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked the yeas and nays on that metion; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 63, naya 64, 

So the call was refured. And a quorum being now pre- 
sent— 

The question again recurred on the motion to go into com- 
mittee. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 78, tiays 54, 

£o the motion was agreed to. 

And (at six o’clock) the House again resolved itself into Com- 
mnitteeof the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Evans of 
Maine in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 


_ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The pending question was on the motion of Mr. Jones of 


' Virginia, to amend the bil by adding an appropriation of 
1 $800,000 for the suppression of Indian hoetiities in Floride. 


Mr. STANLY addressed the committee in continuation of 
hie remarka commenced yesterday, which he concluded at about 
o’clock. 


Mr. LINCOLN wished to ascertain from the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, whether this appropriation 
was intended to apply fo the additioral farcer it was contem- 
pia ed to send into Florida, for instance the 1.500 men proposed 

ythe bill of the Mihtery Con miuce, or merely for the ex- 
penses of the present torce. 

Mr. JONES was uncerstoo” to gay that he had beld no cor- 
respondence with the Department on the subject, nor had he 
deemed it necessary to make the inquiry. 

Mr, LINCOLN saidthat in that state of uncertainty he should 


na consider himself justified in voting for the amendment, as | 
he was opposed to any increase of the standing army. 
The committee, on motion of Mr. W. THOMPSON then 


| 
| 
wand the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Sarvrpay, July 11, 140. 

Nr. SMITH of Indiana presented two several petitions, nu- 
merously signed by ciuzens of that Stato, praying fora reduc- 
tion of the salaries of the officers of the Federal Government. 

Mr. 8. said he scarcely knew what disposition to make ofthe 
petitions at this late period ef the session, however worthy of 
consideration the subject of the reduction or salaries might be, 
and he could not hope for any action upon them at this session; 
he would therefore tey them upon the table, to taken up 
hereafter and appropriately referred; which was ordered ac- 
cordingly. ; 

Mr. GRUNDY, on leave, introduced a billto provide for the 
aliowance of invalid pensions to certain Cherokee warriors, 
under the fourteenth article of the treaty of 1935; which was 
read the first and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Indian A furs. ; 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Public Buildings 
to whom was referred the petition of Samuel Norris, an 
Frederick Sa in of Arkansas, reporteda bit! tor their relief; 
which was read, and ordered toa second reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama. on leave, introduced a bill making an 
: proprision of @55,450 for the improvement of the harbor of 

Ons. 
Mc. MERRICK, from the Committee for the District of Co- 
lamiia, reported a joint resolation directing the transfer to 


the State of Maryland of the stock in the Chesapeake and Ohio - 


Canal, standing in the name ofthe United States. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATIONS. 
Mr. WRIGHT moved to take up the bill from the House 
making appropriations for the naval service for the year 


Mr. MERRICK said he hoped the Senator- would not press 
that motion. It would be undermood that when the Senate was 
disposed toadjoum ever to Monday, he had urged on its con- 
sideration the necessity there existed for immediate action on 
the bill ¿n recharter the hanks of this District. The case was 


one of great urgency, and he hoped the Senate would indulge | 


him in taking it up. 


Mr. TAPPAN said he eould see no great urgency in the ` 


matier, at least none that would warrant the Senate in taking it 
up tothe prejudice of other bills of more importance. Be- 

this was a bill from the House, and might be acted on at 
any time within the last three days of the session. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he should consider that there 
was some little urgency in a case where the entire business of 
the whole District was at a stand, persons driven out of employ, 
and industry paralyzed; and yet gentlemen “could see no ur- 


Mr. WRIGHT said that the naval bill was one of high im- 
portance to the country, and it was necessary that it should be 


acted on with the least possible delay, that it might be sent tothe į 


other body. 
Mr. CLAY would inquire if the bill was likely to lead to much 


discussion. If there would be time enough left to dispose of | 


the other bill, he would advise his friend from Maryland (Mr. 
cx} to acquiesce. 


Mr WRIGHT said that he thought it would take up very $ 


little time; the amendments were not very complicated. He 
would say tothe Senator from Kentucky, that after the bill was 
i of, he fur one would pledge himself to sit there until the 
District bill was disposed of. 
Mr. MERRICK then yielded assent; when, on motion of Mr. 
WRIGHT, the bill making appropriations for the naval service 
of 1510 was taken up. 


The following amendments reported hy the committee to the 
appropriation fur a dry dock at New York being under conside- 
ration, “Provided that no other part of this appropriation shall 
be expended prior to the fourth day of March next, than may 
be required to cause the proper examinations, surveys, and 
soun:.ings to determine whether or not the said dry dock can be 
properly and usefully located within the bounds of the property 
now owned by the United States in connection!with the navy yard 
ti Brooklyn, unless such location shall provejsatisfactory,‘and the 
President of the United States shall be satisfied that the means 


ofthe Treasury will be sufficient to meet all appropriations for i 


the current service for that period over and above the money to 
be drawn for the construction of the said dry dock.” 


Mr. WILLIAMS proposed to amend the amendment reported 
by the Committee on Finance, so that $270,000, part of the 
$670,000 diverted from former appropriations, for the gradual | 
improvement of the navy, should now be reappropriated for 
that object, and said: Tie bill, as passed by the House of Re- 
presontatives, reappropriates $670,000 for the gradual improve- 
mentof the navy, to make good to that branch of the service 
the $330,000 appropriated last year, and $340,000 appropriated 
by this bill for buiiding two steam vessels, which sums are di- 
tected to be taken from the amount heretofore appropriated for 
the gradual imprevement of the navy. The Committee on Fi- 
nance recommend the striking out the whole of this reappro- 
Priauon, and assign their reasons for so doing to be the low 
sate of the Treasury, and the probability that this mone 
imay not be required for use by the Navy Department until 
another year. 


The object of the amendment proposed by me is to reduce the 
sum proposed by the House to be now reappropriated, and yet 
w retain sucha portion of the reappropriation asseems to me 
tobe essential to the purposes for which this Money wasori- 

inally granted. In 1827, Congress appropriated half a mil- 
len of dollars annually for six years, to be expended in pur- 
shasiug and Preserving timber for the gradual improvement of 

navy, and in 1833 continued the appropriation for six vears 
More, audcularged the objects of expenditure so aa to include 
other materiala for the same object; and in 1837, it was provided 
that a portion of the money might be applied fcr procuring |: 
ordnance. In 1839, it was found that $1,500,000 of these appro- 
Priauions hat not been expended, and would revert to 
the Treasury. Whereupon Congress reappropriated that 
amount for the purchase of timber and other materials for the 
navy, payabie half in 1539 and half in 1840. By referense to 
the annual report and documents of the Secretary of the Navy 
at the commencement of the present session, it will be seen that 


, provided the $670, 


in December laat, there was unexpended of these appropria- 
tions, about - - . 8870,000 Oe 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Ko 


` 


To whichis to be added the amount receiva- 


ble in 1310, -~ - 50,000 


And that contracts are how mace, upon which there 
will beto be paid, when the contracts shall have 
been performed, about . - > 


81,620,000 


1,200,000 


Leaving about . -. $120,000 
at the disposal of the Navy Department, except that of the 
330,000 directed by the act of 1989 to he applied to the building 


‘ of steamers, only about $30,900 had then been drawn from the 
, Treasury; andatier the balance, say $300,000, shall be taken 


for that object, there will then remain about 120,000 beyond 


satisfying subsisting contracts, and the appropriation for | 


steam vessels last year. The bil now under considera- 
tion directs a further sum of 340,000, to be diverted 
from the fund provided for procuring and preserving 


: materials for the gradual improvement of the navy, to com- 


plete the steam vessels. This can only be done by using at 
this time money on hand belonging to the fund for the gradual 
improvement ofthe navy, which is pledged tothe paymentof 


subsisting contracts; but inasmuch as those payments are notto `: 


be made until the materials contracted for shall be delivered 
such a diversion might be made without injury to the service, 

960 so diverted, or part of it, could now be re- 
appropriated, payable at a future day, as provided in the ‘nil. 
Without some reappropriation, it will be seen that there is not 


| adellar at the disposal of the Navy Department beyond what 


will ultimately be required to eatisfy subsisting contracts, and 
the appropriations of the last and present year for the steam 
vessels. It is understood that no provisión has, as yet, been made 


: for obtaining the necessary armament of any vessels to be con- 


structed of the maierials on hand, and that more time would be 
required to procure the proper armament, than would be neces- 
sary to build the vessels. There are but few places in the 
United States at which ordnance proper for ships of war can be 
procured, and it is desirable and important that the Department 
should have the power now to make arrangements for such ord- 
nance, in order that it may be obtained at reasonable prices and 
inpropertime. Without appropriation, the Depaitment has no 


power to make any such arrangements, and who can tell how ; 


much the nation may suffer from our neglecting now to concur 
with the House in reappropriating at least a part of the sum 
which this and a former bill diverted from the fund so wisely set 
apart by our predecessors for the gradual improvement of the 
navy. The condition of the Treasury is the principal reason as- 


signed by the Committee on Finance for amending the House | 


bil, and while I would regret :o make appropriations beyond 


the means of the- Treasury to meet, am willing to modify the i, 


House bil! so as to reduce the appropriation to the lowest possi- 


ble point consistent with retaining any power in the Navy De- : j 


partment to provide for the armament of vessels when built, I 
cannot agree to strike out the whole reappropriation; but am 
ready to reduce it as far as may be consistent with what I regard 
the necessities of the service. It must be seen by every Senator 
that at the last and present sessions of Congress’ we take 
$670,000 from the fund appropriated for the radal improve. 
ment ofthe navy, and apply it to building and completing two 
steam vessels, and this, in addition to the materials which had 
been {provided for other vessels, and now used in these. At 
this I do not complain; but it seems to me that justice, as well 
as public duty, should constrain us to provide for the reim- 
bursement, at some future day, of a partatleast of this sum to 
enable the department to carry out the intention of those who 
provided a fund for the purchase of materials for the gradual 
improvement of the navy. All agree that the navy is the 
right arm of our defence, and how can it be justified that we 
shall divert money heretofore appropriated for procuring ma- 
terialsgfor the improvement of the navy and apply it to the 
building of steam vessels, without providing, at the same time, 
for the reappropriation of so much of itas will enable the depart- 
ment to procure ordnance and arinament for the ships to be 
constructed from materials already on hand? 

After some remarks from Mr. Wricut, the question was 
taken on Mr. WiLL1amMs’s motion, and it was lost. 

The question then recurring on the amendment of the commit- 
tee, some discussion ensucd, in the course of which, . 

Mr. CALHOUN suggested that a similar appropriation to 
that made for adry dock at New York, should be made for one 
at Pensacola. Mr. C. spoke of the long maritime frontier re- 
quiring stations in case of war, not only for our ships to repair 
to for security, but fordefence alzo. He believed it all-impor- 
tant for the protection of Southern interests, and expressed the 
hope that while they were drying up the sources of so many 
surplus expenditures, the most liberal support should be ex- 
tended to the navy. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WILLIAMS, TAPPAN, 
and WRIGHT, 

Mr. CUTHBERT said that he did not rise to enter into any ar- 


gumentto show the expediency of constructing dry docks either 


at New York or Pensacola, but to express his strong convictions 
that those who had the interests of this country at heart, and 
particularly ‘he interests of the Southern pertion of it, should 
adopt every means of keeping an irnportant portion ofthe navy 
inthe South. It was there, in the event ofa war, a naval force 
would be more peculiarly necessary, and in that portion of the 
country was our commerce most vulnerable. It was, therefore, 
to be expected that the Southern States would receive from the 
justice of the other States such incidental protection as would be 
afforded by the employment of a sufficient part of our naval 
force on their coasts. Without intending to array any sectional 
interests on this question, he made these observations under the 
belief that their justice would strike the mind of every Se- 


nator. 

Mr. WILLIAMS urged the importance of speedy action on the 
subject, and showed the great want of a dry dock at New York. 
There were two ships of the line, he said, now lying there which 
which were not in astate to be removed to Charlestown or Ports. 
mouth, and which could not be repaired till a dry dock was con- 


i structed. 


Mr. CALHOUN again spoke of the importance of Pensacola 
as a naval station, for the protection of the commerce of the 
Gulfof Mexico, and called the attention of Western and South- 
western gentlemen to the subject, whose constituents were , 
more immediately interested in it. , , 

Mr. HENDERSON referred to the magnitude of the inte- 
tests of the South and West that were involved in the protec- 
tion of the Gult. He did not believe, however, that a naval sta- 
tien at Pensacola would be a sufficient protection to New Or- 
leans or Mobile, and he was not sure that there were not other 
sites on the Guif more suitable than Pensacota. He was, how- 


i after having refused appropriations to the Cumberland 


ever, ın favor of the appropriation, as the dry dock would not 
be constructed, if upona survey the site should be found to be 
unfavorable. f 

Mr. GRUNDY said he could not vota for the appropriation 
for Pensacola, until it was ascertained that the title of the United 
States to the public grounds there was agood one. He had betn 
informed thatan individual there Isid claim to thes’ grounds; 
and he wished this matter settled before the appropriation was 
made. He had no idea of having another Pea Patch affair on 
their hands, and would, therefore, voie against the appropria: 


tion. 

Mr. CUTHBERT observed that the very objection urged by 
the Senator from Tennessee, showed the imporiance of pur- 
suing this matter. It appeared that there were preliminar 
steps to be takefi Before the Work could commence, and yèt 
these preliminary steps had not been taken. Ample surveys, 
he said, ought to have been made before now, and if the title of 
the United States tv the grounds they held there was doubtful, 
it should ere this have been inquired into. He made 


charges against no one, and reproached no on 
but he must ag that this important matter ha 
been overlooked. He understood that surveys had been 


made, and were before the Executive; but these surveys 
ought not to be confined to the harbors of Pensacola; other 
sites should be examined, and the most suitable one selected 
and improved, until it was fit to receive such ships of the line 
as this great nation ought to possess. Conversing with a get- 
tleman who Was well informed on the subject, he learned that 
there were situations on the gulf where ships of the line of the 
laigest class might ride in safety. A a 

Mr. WALKER thought that this subject had been too long 
negietied. Eighteeen months ago anappropriation was mado 
by the Legislature of Mississippi for surveying the coast of the 
State at their own expense: and a report was made by the 
agents appointed for that purpose, stating thata particular site 
in the Gulf, and within the State of Mississippi, was the most 
suitable one on the coast for a naval station, both for depth of 
water, safe harborage, and other advanteges. This report was 
communicated to Congress at this session. It was accompanied 
by a chart showing the depth of the channel, and yet the 
were now told that there were no surveys. We are now told, 
said Mr. W. that weare to wait till the surveying squadron em- 
ployed in the coast survey shall reach thia part of the Gulf. 

Je had inquired of these offisers at what period of time they 
expected to reach the coast of Missisippi; and he leatned they 
with the progress they are now making, it willbe a quartet of 
century before they reach any of the Southern waters, He re- 
gretted that he was constrained to speak in this manner; but he 
thought that the coast of the Gulf had been grossly and impro- 
perly neglected—that the surveys ought to have been made un- 
der the act of 1836, and that they ought not to be obliged to wait 
the progress of the surveying squadron. He was prepared to 
vote for a dry dock at Pensacola, though he believed that it was 
not the deepest harbor, and that there was a port in the neigh- 
borl-ood of it which had a much greater depth of water. fe 
was in favor also of a dry dock at New York, as he was of in- 
creasing the navy. ` 

Mr. WILLIAMS did not believe that the Navy Department 
had neglected the duties asslgned them, and that the wantof 
surveys on the Gulf coast was to be attributed to them. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that, in order to try the sense of the 
Senate, he would offer an amendment appropriating the same 
amount for a dry dock at Pensacola as was appropriated for 
New York. 

The CHAIR said the amendment was not now in order, the 
question being on the amendment proposed by the Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested to the Senator from South 
Carolina to offer his amendment as an amendment to the amend- 
ments of the committee. This course he understood would 
be inorder. He thought the course of the discussion had sufti- 
ciently satisfied every gentleman of the importance of having 
a naval station of the first class with dry docks for the repair of 
the largest vessels. on the Guif of Mexico, and that that sea was 
so separated as to demand a separate naval force for the de- 
fence of the valuable commerce borne through it. He should 
have no objection if any other harbor than Pensacola should be 
selected, on proving to be more suitable, though he did not be- 
lieve that any other place possessed eo many advantages. He 
would suggest to the Senator from Sonth Carolina to offer his 
amendment as an amendment to the amendment of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. CALHOUN here then moved to amend the amer.dment, 
by addingan appropriation of $95,000 for a dry dock at Pensa- 


` cola, on the same terms as for that at New York. 


Mr. TAPPAN made a few remarks in opposition to the 
amendment. He hadno doubt butthere were forty places on 
our coast very well suited for dry docks, and where they would 
be very useful if we had a navy as Jargeas that of Great Bri- 
tain. But with our present navy, he thought that the two we now 
had, one at Norfolk, andthe other at Charlestown, were suffi- 
cient. If there were ships of the line at New York that wanted 
repair, and could not be taken to Charlestown, it had been the 
result, in his opinion, ofhad management. He believed that a 
dry dock at New York, was not necessary, and he should, at a 
proper time, move to strike out the appropriation. 

Mr. CALHOUN repeated his arguments, showing the impor- 
tance ofa dry duck at Pensacola, and the great advantages of 
that place for a naval station. He should not be content with 
asimply dry dock there. There was alarge maritime frontier 
from the Chesapeake to Cape Florida, and another dry dock 
would be required for this immense coast. The position which 
a navy would occupy there, in the event of a war with the 
greatest maritime power of Europe, would be invaluable. It 
‘was ihe most exposed and vulnerable point in the Union, and 
the commerce was the most valuable. He hoped, while they 
were drying up the sluicesof expenditure, which had been 
pouring out hundreds of thousands for nothing, they would 
turn their attention to this most important part of national de- 


fence. ; 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he rose to ask the yeas and nays 
on the question. He said he hadnow heard. from the Senator 
from South Carolina [Mr. CALHoun]the very doctrine he (Mr. 
8.) had long since been eatiefied would ultimately, unless ar- 
rested, appropriate every dollar of the revenues on ihe Lai 
board, in total and entire exclusion of the whole haser a 
Senator has said that, as the Government has now | rie ae E 
enormous expenditures which have been bere Pon e 1 
was the proper time to make a survey of the por o i rinse 
la, with the object of making that a naval station, and recting 
a dry dock and other buildings there. The proposition now is 


822 


and the harbors on the lakes, ta seek another point on the salt 
Waters to use the money ‘hat should be appropriated in com- 
pleting the works already begun It was a doctrine that he 
(Mr. 3.) proveated against. The West paid into the National 
Treasury its fullshare of the revenue, and he would never 
consent to a doctrine that would deprive her of her equal pcr- 
tion. This sait water doctrine was the rock ov which all the 
future hopes of the West would be ultimately wrecked. He 
did nat deny but that the West might contingently and remote- 
ly be benefited by a navy yard at Pensacola, but he was unwil- 
lng to abandon thosa works and harbors in which his Site 
was directly interested upan the prospect of sucha remote or 

ible contingency; andif he voted to expend the whole of 
the meney that ca» be spared from ume to time on the sea- 
board, he could not hope fora dollar to aid either the ( umber- 
land road or the protection of Western commerce on the lakes. 
He desired to see how Senators would vote who had denied to 
the West a participation in the benefits of the pubiic Tr: asury, 
and suffered her works to go to destruction for the want of small 
appropriations, 

r. CUTHRERT would suppose that the peculiar 'ebject of 
the gaentlemat. from Indiana asa Wes:ern man would be to give 
ample protection to the Gulf of Mexico, which was the great 
outlet for the products of the West. He said this in perfect 
good temper, and it appeared to him that all who lived in the 

estern country were interested in our having points on the 
Gulf where a navy could lie in safety. The geneman, as a 
Western man, was peculiarly interested in this measure, and he 
could not but indulge the hope that upon reconsideration he 
would give it his support. 

Mr. CALHOUN was glad that the Senator from Indiana had 
treated this matter in reference to Wesiern interests, for it was 
susceptible of demonstration that it was peculiarly a Western 
measure, and that the Western people - ere more deeply inte- 
rested in it than any other. The Senator had called for the yeas 
and nays in hostility to the amendment, because an appropria- 
tion was not made for the Cumburland road. Why, the Cum. 
berland road was not worth the hundredth part of this measure 

to the Western people. Besides. in the euppplies of the navy, 
the West was to be greatly looked to for supplies of beek, pork, 
corn, and iroa. He was glad the Senater had called tor the 
yeas and aays, as he waa hostile to the measure, that his panre 
on the yeas and nays might go to the West, and show the people 
how he supported their interes 2... 

Mr. BENTON was glad that tke Senater from South Caro- 
lina had moved thisam-ndment. The interest involved in it 
was one of the largest to the West. The immense valley of the 
Mississippi had tut ove nutlet. lis most valuable products were 
dizembogued io the Gulf of Mexico, and when they got there. they 
wanted adequate protection. He locked upon the whole Gulf as 
noinmg but anestuary of the Mississippi. That we must havea 
naval staiion there, and that Pensacola was the pnint, could not 
de doubted. 

That we must alco have a strong naval post either at Key 
Westor the Diy Turtugas, was «equally clear. The ume would 
cowe when our people would speak of the Gulf of Mexico as 
the Romans did of tr.e Mediterranean. “Mare nostram’’—“our 
sea”—they would say; and upon it our most valuable property 
ia to be assailed. He thanked the Senator from South Carvliua 
for his motion, and hoped it would prevail. 

Mr. HENDERSON epoke of what he conceived the almost 
criminal ignorance of the Government in relation to the defence 
of the Southern maritime frontier. It knew nothiug of any sur- 
verys in relation to the defence of a coast that passes off two- 
thirds of all the exports of the country. 

{Mr. H. here read an extract ofa letter which he had received 
from the Department. ] 

Here thousands, nay, millions, of the property of the South 
and West disembogues itself at points where there was not the 
slightest move yet inade for its protection. He felt glad that the 
Benator from South Carolina had called the attention of the 
Southern and Western Senators to the subject and he hoped to 
see others moving in a point of so much magnitude. Mr. H, 
said, a large portion of our naval officers and the navy commis- 
sioners were all Northern men, wiih Northern feelings and as- 
sociations, (Mr. CLAY, in an under tone: “Surely we have a 
Northern man with Southern feelings,’’] and consequently not 
likely to lovk to South:rn interests. Mr. H. said he was not 
prepared, however, to say that Pensacola was the best spot for 
& naval depot, or that the ports of Mobiie and New Orlea: 8 
would be properiy protected. He thought, however, it might 
go far towards it. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana eaid the Senator from South Carolina 
Mr. CALHOUN} seemed to think that he (Mr. 8.) had mistaken 
his posiuon. And the Senater had attempted to show that 

Weetern interests would be benefited by the appropriation, and 
from this the Senator had argued that he (Mr. 5.) was op- 
posing the interest of his State. This conclusion of the Sena- 
tor (eaid Mr. 8.) is not warranted by the premises he has as- 
sumed. Mr.S. had admitted that the West might’be conun- 
gently benefited by the proposed woiks, but he placed the 
question on other grounds. He was oppored to the doctrine 
by which this measure was to be carried. The Senaicr from 
South Carolina [Mr. CaLuovn] had epoken of having dried up 
the appropriations by whi h the West had heretofore received 
A portion of the money that section had paid into the National 
‘reasury. ; 
{Mr. Caznwoun here said he spoke of wasteful appropria- 


ons. 

Mr. SMITH said he presumed the Senator from South Caro- 
Tina would admit that wheiher an appropriation was wasteful 
or not, was a matter of opinion. What the Senator trom 
South Carolina might think wastetul, he (Mr. 8.) might possi- 
bly think otherwise. Ile couid gssure the Senator that it 
would be difficult to make the people of hia Sta:e believe that 
an appropriation to compleie the Cumberland road would be a 
wasieful appropriation. Nor could the Sena:or easily s-tisty 
that porion of the citizens of the West connected with the com- 
merce of the lakes tha: the improvement of their harbors would 
be a wasietul appropriation, however the votes of Senators 
might be upon those eubjects of Western interest. i 

It was intimated (said Mr. S.) that he shouid go for thig ap- 
appropriation because the citizens of his Siate might be inie- 
rested inthe work. He had taken hia stand on this eubject. 

He wished to be set down as opposed to thia whole salt-water 
doctrine; not that he denied the constitutional powers of the 
Government to construct works in ailof the commerce on the 
seaboard; far from it; but he had for years seen the tendency of 
the admiuistration of the Government to draw the whole appro- 
priations to the salt water. The doctrine was, that the consti- 
tutional powers of the Government commenced upon the 
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ocean, and terminated at the ex:reme of the flow of its waters 
upon the land. Some were willing to extend it to the jakes 
when there was money in the Treasury to spare, which had not 
been the case of late, at least for that purpose. ile did not 
deny that the people of his Siate might be remotety anc con- 
tingently benefited by this appropriation; but he wouid give no 
sanction by his vote to a doctrine that would draw from them 
every doll roftheir specie through the public land offices, and 
through the imposts, and exciusively appropriate it on the sea- 
board, for the immediate benefit of those who deny the power of 
the Government to appropriate a dollar to objects of immediate 
interest to the West. Nota dollar could be had fer the Cumber 

land road or the harbors on the Jakes; and they ave to be left to 
go to destruction, while the money which should have been ap- 
propriated to them is to be thrown upon the seaboard. Ile 
called the people of the West to this view of the case. 

Mr. HUBBARD spoke at some length against the adoption of 
such a proposition at such atime, and that, too, when some of 
the very friendsof the measure were doubtful whether Pensa- 
cola was the proper place or nut. He hoped the motion would 
not prevail. 

The question was then taken on Mr. CALHouN’s amendment, 
and it was agreed to by the following vote: 

YEAS—Mezsrs. Allen, Anderson, Beton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulton, Hender- 
son, King, Knight, Lian, Lumpkin, Norvell, Preston, Roane, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmacge, Walker, 
Wall, and White— 25. 

NAYS -Meesra. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Grundy, Hubbard, Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Ruggles, Smith of 
Indiana, Tappan, Williams, Wright, and Young—14. 

Mr. TAPPAN then moved to strike out that part of the 
bill making appropriation for dry docks at New York and 
Pensacola. 

Mr. BUCHANAN supported the motion. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama and Mr. WRIGIIT opposed it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would say a few words in reply tothe Se- 
nators from Alabama aod New York, [Mesers. Cray and 
Wricxt.] Lhe Senator from Alabama contended that this was 
the mere appropriation of a sum necessary to make surveys at 
New York and Pensacola, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
utility and practicabiiity of constructing dry docks at thoge 

laces. Was that the faci? Certainiy not, accoid‘ng t > the 
anguage ofthe bill. There were $95,000 appropriated at cach 
place absolutely, auda portion of it was tu be expended Ye'ore 
the first of March next in m.king surveys. The appre raton 
was absolute; and ihe Conzrees of the United States wou téne- 
ver hear of this subject agam till the sites were fixed. an.! a por- 
tion of the money expenved. Now would it not be right, be- 
fore making this important appro’ mation. that they should 


make the surveye? Siah we now sid Mr. B. ina blinde of. : 


dence in the Navy Depiartmet:, ora y othe} Departmen: o ithe 


Government, declare that we shoul | b2 Lornd by ther decision; i 


and thatas soon as fhey are satire $1 Le practicality of es 
tablishing dry docks at New York aud Densacola, that they 
shou!d go on and construct them without further direction from 
Congress? That was the question, and the on!y fuestion. 
Where was the necessity for this haste? 


Congress, with all the information beicre them, it would be 


time enough to appropriate the amount sufficiont to construct, ; 


them, What was the s’ate of the Treasury now? Why. trey 


had to borrow money to defray the ordinary expenditures of ; 
the Government, but, in the course of the next eession of Con- ; 
By that time the ; 


gress, things might grow better or worse. 
eurveys would have been made and laid before them, and 


Congress could then be guided wisely ‘iy the state of the Trea- | 


sury. But here was an appropriation to be expended before 
the end of the next session of Congress, except the sum neces- 
sary for preliminary surveys. Wasthat wise legislation? Je 
conci¢ered New York and Pensacola in the same situation, 
Nothing could be done before the next session of Congress but 
fixing the sites. Beyond that he was not willingtogo. The 
Senator from New Hampshire {Mr. Huszpanp] was willing to 
make an ample appropriation for that purpose, and for that he 
should vote; but he could not conceive any casein which he 
would be willing to place in the hands of the Executive the 
power of determining whether such works should be con- 
structed, and so large an amount of money to be appropriated 
without the further action of Congress. He objected to the 
principle involved, and if there was but one Senator to join him, 
he would oppose it. 


H r i 
The question was then taken on Mr. Tappan’s motion, and 


decided in the affirmative--yeas 21, nays 19, as folluwe: 

YEAS—Messers. Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Dixon, Grundy, Hubbard, Huntington, Knight, 
M-rrick, Norvell, rhetps, Porter, Roane, Smith of Indiana, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Wall, Williams, and Young—21. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Allen, Anderson, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, 
Preston, Rugzles, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Tallmadge, 
Walker, White, and Wright—19. 

The amendments from the committee (except as above) were 
all agreed to, : 

Mc. HENDERSON moved an appropriation ($30,000) for a 


survey of the coast between Monile and the mouth of the Missis- © 


sippi. i 
This amendment, advocated by Mr. HENDERSON and 


opposed by Mr. WRIGHT, was agreed to, by yeas 21, 
nays 10. 


jt was afterwards modified in Senate, so as to make it a sur- ` 


vey of the coast of the Gulf of Mexico. 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the above €30,000 was required | i 
to be taken from the general appropriation ior a survey of i 


the ceast of the United States. 


The bill at half past 3 o’clock was ordered, as amended, to be ; | 


ergrossen. 
MILEAGE OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

The bell for establishing a uniform rule of computing the 
mileage of members.cf Congress having teen read a thud 
time— 

Mr. GRUNDY, after a few remarks on the forfeiture by the 
dill of the daily pay ofa member of Congrees, in case of his ab- 
sence at ary one call ofthe yeas and nays, moved to recemmit 
the bill to the Judiciary Committee,(as the se!ect committee was 
defunct) with instructions to report a substitute, providing for 
the appointment, at an early day of each session, of a joint 
committee to determine and report the mileage of every mem- 
ber, according: to the laws now in force. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky hoped the motion would not suc- 


No donut a dry | 
dock was necessary at New York, acd also at Pet.sacoia; but į 
let such necessity be demonstrated, and at the next session of | 


: nays 


ceed. Two greatobjects would be attained by thie bill, one the 
legulation of the mileage, and the other a correction of thy 
greatabuses (in hearingof which Mr. C. would not say Sow 
much he wasshocked,) in regard to thestationery of members 
of Congress. He hoped the good work done yesterday would 
not be undone. 

Tie motion was further opposed by Mesers. TAPPAN.HUB. 
BARD. nd CLAY of Kentucky, aud advocated by Messrs. 
TALLMADGE and GRUNDY; when the question wes taken by 
yeas and nays, and decided in the negative, as follows: yeas $, 


r. TALLMA DGE then moved to postpone the bill until the 


i. first Menday in December next, and on that motion he demanded 


the yeas and nays. 

The motion was lost—yeas 8, nays 24. 

Mr. WHITE delivered his views at some length against the 
bill, calling it impracticable, and said he had tve much respeet 
for his constituents to vote for it. 

The question was taken on ite paseage, and carried—yeas 28, 


: pays 8, as foliows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Brown, Ruchanan, Calhoun, 


Clay, of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
' Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Hinnungten, King, Lim, Lumpkin, 
© Merrick, Nich Jas, Prestun, Roane, Tappan, Waiker, Williams, 


o Wright, and Young—25. 


NSAYS—Mossrs, Benton, Clayton, Dixon, Henuerson, Nor- 
vell, Sinith of Indiana, Tallmadge. and White—&. 
DISTRICT BANKS. 
Mr. MERRICK moved to take up the bill to continue the cor- 
porate exisience of the banks of the Districtot Columbia, when 
some objections were made as to the lateness of the hour, aud 


. indications made for an acjeurnment. 


Mr. WALKER said he could not agree to adjourn, though he 
might as well state at once his objections to rechartering any 
bank in a state of suspension. 

Mr. MERRICK still pressed the necessity there cxisted for 
taking up thisbill. He thought the Senate was 61 fiicierntly in- 
formed en the subject, ard le did not think it would occupy 
much ef their lime. The sconer it was begun the eooner it 
would be enced. Atal} events, it could b- taken up and pro- 
gressed with as far as the patience of the Scraie would admit, 
after so long and cxhausting a sitting; aud he hoped a majerity 
of the Sev.ate would sustiin hie moien. 

Mr. ALLEN said, if the Senator from Maryland supposed 
that such a bill wasto make its way throvgh the body at euch 
a time, he was mistaken. It could not be dore. He had 
amendments to offer and seme 1emarks to meke which would 
take up some time. 

Mr. BROWN moved an adjournment; but the motion wae 
lost by a vote of 17 to 12, 

And the bill was then taken up and read, when 

Mr. ALLEN offered several amendments, which were read, 
changing the entire character of the bill as reporied from the 
committee. The amendments were all ordered to be p: inted. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented one, which was also oi dered to he 
printed, to the effect that the banks should not pay out the notes 
of any other bank when said banks are in a state of euepen- 
sion. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, July 11, 1840. 

Mr. RAYNER asked leave to submit a motion for the print- 
ing of 1,090 extra copies of a certain report made by him yes: - 
terday from the Committee on Roads ani Canals. 

Mr. TUR NEY objected. 

Mr. CURT.S asked that the bill, heretofore reported by Mr. 
HILLEN irom the Committee on Commerce, repealing the New 
York pilot law, be committed to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, 

Mr. CRARY objected, 

The SPEAKER then called the committees for reports, com- , 
mencipg (where the call waa suspended yesterday, with the 
Comunivee on the Public Lands, 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, the Committee on the Public 
Lands was discharged from the fur:her consideration of the 
memorial of the Legislature of Missouri, in relatian to pre- 
emption rights to lande; and it was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the Public Lands, re- 
ported back to the House without amendment Senate bill enti- 
tied an act for the relief of Daniel B. Bush; and 

An actauiborizing the inhabitants of Fractional township 
ten south of range one easi, in the State of Arkansas, to enter 
one half section of land for school purposes; which were seve- 
rally committed to a committee of the whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on the Public Lands, re- 
ported back to the House, without amendment, Scnate bill en- 
titled an act to grant other lands to the inhabitants of townships 
deprived of the sixth section by Indian reservations; which 
was ordered to be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
Honee to-morrow. 

Mr. M. from the same cammittee, reported a bill to continne 
in force the first section of the act entitled “An act to extend the 
time for locating Virginia military Jand warrante, and returning 
surveys thereon lo the General Land Office,” approved July 7, 


8. 
Mr. M. asked that the bill would be read the third time, and 
put upon its passage. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected. It contained a donation of land. 
and shouid be committed. He madea motion that it be referred 
to a Commiitee of the Whole House. 

Mr. MASON made some remarks, showing that it did not 
contain an appropriation. It was not originating new legislation, 
but simply extending an existing act. 

The question was taken on the motion to refer to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and disagreed to. 

The bill was then read the third time, and passed. 
On motion of Mr. MASON, 
The Committee of the Whole House was disct arged from the 


| further consideration of the bill for the relief of bonntv land 


warrants granted for miliary services in the army of the United 


t States, in the late war berwecn Uniter States aid Great Britain. 


Messrs. CASEY and UNDERWOOD made co::.e remarks 
showing the necessity and propriety.¢f pareirg the bill, ard it 
was read the third according to order, and paseed. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, 

The Committee of the Whole was discharged from the const- 
deration of the bill to extend the time of issuing military land 
warrants to officers and soldiers of the Revolutionary army. 
The bill having been ordered to be engrossed, was engrossed, and 
the questien being “Shall the bill pasa 1” 

Mr. BOND opposed its passage. 


Me. J. GARLAND vbiained the Goor and moved the previous 
question; waki received a secund. ; 

Mr. L WILLIAMS moved that the til be recommitted. 

Mr. WISE coutended that to adopt such a motion was to 
kili the bali, as is cowlu not be reached during the present ses- 


sion. 

Mr. REYNOLDS insisted on the justice of Congress perform- 
ing its contracts to its goklicrs; and he hoped that the mouon 
w mammi would noi de agreed to, but tiat ihe bill would be 


peed. 

Mr. BOND spoke in favorofa recommitment, with a view 
toan examiuaiton ofthe merits uf the bill, and when members 
mizht be heard upon it. 

Mr. WHITE ot Kentucky replied to some of the objections 
of Nr. Bono, and was in favor of the passage of the bill. 

Me. GRAIG was opposed w recommitment. There wasno 
pecessity iur it, Let zenttemen come direcily up to the ques- 
tou, an vote for or agate the bill, as they might deem it 
jus ar oiher wise. ion, Cih h h 

emling the question, Che morning hour having i 
Mr. BRIGGS caiicd forthe ordera of the day. € expired) 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. JONES oi Virginia, the rules were sus- 

pended, and the House again resolved itself into Committee 
Woaole on the state ofthe Union, (Mr. Evaxggof Maine 
the thair,) on ihe bill making appropriations for UB suppoi Yor 


the army for the year 140 f 
The pending quesuon was on the motion of Mr. Jongs to 
amend the bin ty adding thereto an appropriatiea of $390,000 
for the suppression of Indian hostilities 1n Fioridg. 
Mr. W. THOMPSON said, at the very cem 
of tis eession, he had made a dirci 
President, who said, in 


megtement 
i&ue ih the 
his message to, us, shat the 


yeources of the Government for the next ypar would 
moot all the demands of the Treasury. He Gir. T.) bed 
then anid that they would not, and that, if the dent was ig- 


gorant of thia, he was the only in:elligent 
States wh) ied ast know betier. He had thea 
turcos were greatly exaggerated, and the expenditures as 
greatly diminished. Will any one now stand up here and say 
that the revenues will amount to the Secretary’s estimaie, or 
that the expeaditures called for by the Administration will not 
exceed their estimates? Did the Execntive know better? He 
ougnt to have know better: he had all the means of iniormation 
beiore him; and I will prove it, that calls are now made through 
the committees for appropriations which it was then known 
were necessary. 
ln my remarks made upon the reading of the annual message, 
Jasked, “ why is there uv estimate tur the prosecution of the 
Florida war? Is that war to be abandoned, and the country 
surrendered to the Indians. If not, why have we no esumates 
fortbat war?’ We are told by the chairman ofthe Commitee 
of Ways an’ Means, that the Secretary of War then confidenily 
anucipated that the war would be ended by the micdle of the 
summer, Now, sir, L say, on my own responsibility, that the 
Secretary anticipated no such thing, and [ will prove it. In the 
report of the Secretary in which this estimate shouid 
have been, and where we are told it would have been, 
but for this expectation of the Secretary, he enumera‘es ‘the 
means by wich he hopes to termimate this war. First, the 
armed occupation bill. Will any one have the boldness to say 
that he expected any practical results from this measure (neither 
thea or now passe! into a law) ky the middle of summer? 
The second, the raising of an additional regiment for that 
icuian service. Sach a force could noi have been raised 
and drilied as ihe Secrctary proposes, by the time stated. But 
there is another fact, which places the mauer beyond dispute. 
At one of the very first meetings of the Military Committee, the 
Secre:ary sent a prposiion to raise this regiment, that it might 
be recruxed and drilied in the summer, and take the field early 
inthe fall. Now, sgir, I ask, ifth's war was so confidently ex- 
pected ww end by the middie of the summer, why was the raising 
ofthis regiment proposed? Ifthe war was to end. there was 
no earthly pretext for tuis increase of ihe army. li the war was 
not closed, there was no excuse for not inctuuing it in the esti- 
mies. No, sir. it was then a3 well known as it is now, that such 
an appropriation would be necessary; but as these annual 
ducumenta are read with the utmost avidity, this false 
and fraudulent showing is made for popular effect, that the 
people muy read the statement that the revenues will meet the 
wants of the Government; and now, at the close of the session, 
tey come sneaking i anil asking appropritions which they 
always knew would be wanting, and now have not the candor 
wask half as much as will be required, if that war is tw be 
prosecuted at all. For the last two years it has not been a war; 
jus: enough force to goad and irritate the Indians, but to do no 
tarhiy good. Mr. T. would not be understood as passing any 
censure upon the brave aad distinguished men. many of them 
who bad served in those most arduous campaigns, and passed 
thigh ealogium upon tnem. The difficulties wuich they had 
to encounter at first, ‘rom the nature of an unknown and 
comparativety unexplored country, were insurmountable; 


most of taese difficuliies had now been removed. 
The fault was with the Administration, which for 
near three years, has allowed that war to lan- 


guish without providing any adequate means of prosecut- 
ing it. We have bittervy realized the truth of the remark, that 
the gtettest of caianntize isa little war. Ic shoulu be termi- 
nated at allhazads and costa. lis due to the South—to the 
honor of the country—to the people of Florida—to the cause of 
humanity. Let us no longer falter with this the moetimpor- 
tant matter now before usa. My objection tothe proposition is, 
that ov: half enough is asked. Wiy did the Secretary hereto- 
fore aak six huwired thousand doHars, and now only three hun- 
dred thousana dollara? Del he then ack twice as much as was 
necessary, or does he now only ask for hzlf as much as is neces- 
wary? Ons orthe uther—he inay choose between them. But 
itis eaid that it is because there is three hundred thousand dol- | 
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munition, and every thing else they may neec=the very best 
country on the fice of the earth Jur the succeestul praciice of 
the taciies of Indian warfare, and at least a thousand ofthe mest 
ii dangerous tops for such war—I know they bave beep esti 
mated at less, but there are about (hat many—il we lovk to ail 
these things, we will have some adequate perception of the 
means necessary to end that war, and of the foliy and insbeci- 
lity that hag been paltering with it by such means as have deen 
used for ihe last three years. 

Tae whole of the reguiac army that can by any possibility be 


thrown there, should be immediately sent. At least ten thou- | 


| sand volunteers should be called out, and rewards, large 16- 
|! wards, offered to those not engaged in the military service, for 

captive womer aod children, and for warrore, alive or dead. 

Do this.and biockade the whole coast efficiently,and by vigorous 
i concerted. and concentrated movements, the war wiil be cud- 
edin three months. If you do not take some such efficient 
' course, abanden the war; say to the people of Fiorala that their 
ii @overnment cannot, wil not protect them, and let them goelse- 
i, wheres. If there were twenty thousand instecd of onc thousand 

y warriors, the difficulties would be less; the difficulty is iv nd- 

ing, not iù whipping them, and the smaller their number, of 
course the greater their power of conceaiment. 

Mr. T. hada very few wor ž 
raise an additional corps of 1.590 men for tbis parncular ser- 
vice. Mr. T. had conversed with many oi the moat distinguish: 
ed officers who had served in Florida, and without an exception 
they all approved the measure. Tis was high authorizy with 
him. Be would not lightly reject a measure which was backed 
by such authority. It is contemplated to raise three battalions 
of 500 men each, to serve during the war ; to be drilled durirg 
: the summer, not in tne regular tacti-s, bui in asystem suited to 
i: that service. This is precisely what was dune by General 
' Wayne previvus to his Northwestern campélzn, which enced 
with the successful battle of the Miama. Ñh is proposed to in- 
duce enitable men to enliss in this service by an additional boun- 
i ty ef 160 acres of land or one hundred dollars in money. The 

troops will be recruited, trained, and armed with a view 
to this particular service, and ,I believe with the 
energy and rivalry of the respective battalions, it 
will do much good as an auxiliary--a sort of guerilla 
force. O/ itself. I should not expect tha: itcould terminate the 
war. The bounty will be the only additional expense, for the 
carps is io be cfficered from the officers of the regalar army 
now in commission, £o that there are to be no additional officers, 
and our army is not tull as to privates by about 4,000, andI shall 
offer an amendment to the bili that the army is in no case to 
exceed its present complement, so that in point of fact it ix no 
addition in numbers or expense tothe present organization. 

Mr. BIVDLE said he was willing to goas far as any man in 
making appropriations necessary to maintain the honor of the 
courtry; but he had heen so often deceived and cheated in 
yielding to importunities, and to threa's, too. that he would not 
go blindly intoany further appropriations. He must first sce 

is way clear—he must have some guarantee that the confu- 
sion and absurdity, and want of intellect which had character- 
ized the management of this war up to the present time weie 
abont to disappear. As yet, he regretted to say, the House had 
no reason to believe that such wouid be the case, 

Mr. B then addressed the committee for nearly two hours on 
the general policy of this war, an: the abuses which had mark- 
el its manazement, and concluded by adverting briefly to the 
“gross and brutal” attacks which had been mace upon himself 
in the “Globe” newspaper, simply because, as a member of 
the Hous, he had asked for light and information. 

Mr. HUNT followed in a review of the extravagant and 
wasteful expenritures which had attended the Florida war, and 

j was still on the fluor, when the CHAIR having announced the 
; hour of half past two o’clock— 
| The House took a recess until 4 o’clock. 

' EVENING SESSION, 

Mr. RUNT of New York resumed and ceacliated the speech 
he had begun in the morning on the audject of the Florida war, 
the mannerin w 


hich ft had been conducted, and the waste 
of public money winch hadattended every etege of its pro- 


gress. 

Mr. W. O. BUTLER of Kentucky then tookt 
a strain of eloquence seldom equ: Hed in a lesialative hody, and 
which rivetted the attention of ali parties, procee’ed to vindi- 
cate the course of the Adminiatration, aid to renel the asper- 
sions attempted to be cast upon it by the two prececing 
speakers. 

Mr. B. alluded a' some length to the course pursued by the 
lete President Jackson in relation to the Indians, and geried with 
much warmth that the object of that great man, in removing 
them beyond the Mississippi, was for their ultima e des ruction. 
He asked what man there was in the least conver‘ant. with thé 
Indian character, who did not know that removing them 
into the wilderness, where thev conld ream amidst the wild 
beanty and grandeur of nature. was the only means of preserv- 
ing them? The nature and habits ef the Todian and white man 
were so totally different, that nothing could ascimilate them toge- 
ther. The course pursued,then,by President Jackson,wastheonly 
course that could have beennureued. The Indian lived by his 
gun and his bow, and his delight was in the chase. Said Mr. B. 
give him the high mountain, the deep, dark glen, the rushing 
billow, and the still calm lake, and you Jéave untenched all 

that is noble in his nature. - But take his arms from his hands, 
deprive him of bis bow and his gun, shut him out from the 
aclemn grandeur of his primeval forests. and the deep thrilling 
wild music of nature, and you reduce him to drudgery an 

make a slave of him at once. This would notdo. Then, con- 
tinued Mr. B. wasit notright for President Jackeen to remove 
them to the wild land, where they could enjoy their own cus- 
toms, and live in a state congenial to their nature? There was 
no candid mind, he was sure, who would notadm:t that no bet- 
ter course could have been pursued. We had also abundant 
| testimony te prove that the condition of the Indians had been 


he flaor, and in 


lars unexpended of former appropriations. This was the case | 
at the p-riod of the application for the largersam. Did pot the 
B-cretary kiow i? He ought to have known it. But this ap- 
pro, riation is as well to pruzecute ihe war as Lo pay arrearages. 
Why -re there any arrearages, when there is a surplus on hand? 
Tis another instance of blundering igaorance, of intentional de- 
ception? When we consi-ier that the seat of war is a territory 
almost as large as Virginia, with a population not larger than a 
single county of Maryland, with swamps, hammocks, and 
everglades of interminable extent, abounding with game and 
fish of alleona, supplying them with a commissariat, always 
athand, and absolutely inexhaustible, with an immense and 
Ynguarded seacoast through which they are supplied with am 


| 
| 


greatly benefited sirce their removal beycnd tre Mississippi. 

i Mr. B. then proceeded to throw some light on the motives of 

\ many of the Opposition in opposing that war. He contended 
that, to the Abvhtionists, the Territory of Fiorida was a very 
important spot. It was of vast importance to them, and the 
only theatre in the South where they could carry out their nefa- 
farfous schemes. He showed the peculiar adaptability of the 
geographical position of Florida for the operations of the fa- 
natics. One portion of the Territery, for instance, stretched al- 
most to Cuba, a place substantially in possession of a rival 
power engazed in the abolition scheme. Yes, Cuba was the fa- 
vorite and convenient spot where ail thesegentry met to concoct 
their achemes. 


la tn say, on the bill proposing to | 


ii nipotence. 


| gave a beautiful and glow 
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Mr. B. also made some allusion’ to the common interest that 
was attempting to be created by the Aboiirioniste between the 
negro and the Indians in Florida, and that consequently the Abo- 
dittun party in the House might weil show so much solicitude 
avout the war. 

In order to show that he was not mistaken in the views he 
had taken, Mr. B. caused to he read several extracts from the 
Abolition Aimanac and other papers, all tending toshow the 
true point at which the Abolitionisia were aiming in their cen- 
sure of the Administration in relation to this war; and that by 
their own coniersion, they were prepared to cissolve the Union 
if necessary, to carry out their nefarious schemes. 

Mr. B. then adverted to the charge made that morning by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, viz: that the Adminstration 
had disgraced unmselves by carrying on this war. 

Now, n appeared that it was the plan of the Opposition to se- 
lect every year some Glliccr othe Government for their especial 
vengeance. Lust year the Secreiary of the Treasury was 
singied out as the victim, and the ‘ Inveatigating Committee” 


+ Was appointed, who went to New York, and produced, as the 
fruitot their labors, the famous Swariwout repor:, the great 
l text book af the party, which was sent through the Union and 


quoted from every stump and horse block in the courtry. 
deat what had become ofthat wonderful document that was to 
effect so much—. hat was to ann-hilave the Secretary ol the Trea: 
sury. and bring infamy on the Administration? What had bo- 
come of that great text book? Had the character, integrity, 
and high standing of the Secretary been affected by it? No; that 
officer had come out unscathed from the searching investigation, 
and his enemies had been unable to gratity their vindictive feel- 
ings. The great document had, for a moment, made aripple,a 
bubble in the great political cauldron of the Opposition, but it 
had sunk, and was heard of no more. 

Taving jailed in their attack upon the Secretary of the Trea- 
gury, the next object for their vengeance was the Secretary of 
War. Mr. B. then adverted at some length to the course pur- 
sued by the Secretary of War in relation to the Florida cam- 
pargn, and defied the Opposition to show where that officer had 
been remiss in his duty. Why did they not make specific 
chargesaguinst him, so that they could be answered, and not 
make general and sweeping denunciations, to which they knew 
yo answer could be made? 

Mr. B. then took a review of the whole subject ef our affairs 
in Florida, from the commencement of the war to the present 
time. He warmly vindicated the conduct of the Government 
in furnishing men aud means, and the valor and conduct ef our 
generals and troops, attributing the failure of the campaign to 
ihe nature o the country and the peculiar character of Indian 
warfare, to which no iroopa were adapted but such as had 
wrested Kentucky from the savage foe that warred upon the 
early settlers of the West. In the course of hia remarks, he 

ing sketch of the hardships encoun- 
tered by the early settlers of the West, as they took their way 
through the flowery wilderness, and matntained their ground 
with the implement of husbandry in one hand, and the weapon 
of war in the other. He referred to the maay dangers they 
encountered, and the constant trials they underwent, when the 
prowling Indian would seek them as they slept amidst the still 
hour of midnight, with no eye to watch them but the eye of Om- 
Such men, he contended, who knew the Indian 
character, were the only soldiers proper for conducting the Flo- 
rica war. 
Mr. B. concluded at about half past seven. ; 
Mr. GRAVES then took the floor, when the committee rose, 

And the House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Monpay, July 13, 1840. 


Mr. NORVELL presented a memorial from the citizens of 
De'ro't, asking that an appropriation may be mace by Congress 
for the purpore of constructing a railroad from that city te the 
Northern boundary o: Ohio. f 

Mr. CRITI ENDEN presented a memorial from citisens of 


the District o! Columbia. asking a recharter of the banks. The 
memorial was ordered to be printed, without the names, 

Mr. SMITH o: Connecticut, frone the Committee on Revolu- 
ttenary Clams, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Ezra 
Chapman. deceased. 

Mr. DAVIS. from the Committee on Commerce, reported & 
a Hi alah to au act “ concerning pilotage,” approved March 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, made 
uofuvorabis reporis upon the claims ot Hiram IH. and W. J. 

“wis. 

Alse, on the petition of citizens of Jackson couniy, Alabama 
fer the payment of claims of Alabama vc lunteers. . 

Mr. Hi. aiso, from the same committee, reported a bill autho- 
rizing the settlement and payment of certain claims uf the State 
ef Alabama. 

The fullowing bills, received from the House, were read and 
erdered toa second reading: 

An act to continue in force the Ist section of an act entitled, 
“An act toextend the time for locating Virginia military land 
warrants, and returning surveys thereon to the General Land 
Office,” approved July 7, 1838. 

An act forthe relief of the owners of bounty land warrants 
granted for military services in the army of the United 
Sines in the late war between the United States and Great 

ritain. 

The joint resolution for the exchange of books and public do- 
cuments for foreign publicatiors. 

INDIAN PENSIONS. 

Mr. LINN, fromthe Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
the House bill referred to them granting pensious to Cherokee 
warriers engaged the late war with Great Britain, to the same 
amount respectively aa if they were citizens of the United 
States. This bill, the Seuate, by consent, proceeded at once 
to consicer. 

Mr. PIERCE remarked that this bill provided for the pay of. 
there pensions from the time of the disability; whereas it was 
arule of the Senate, most fully established, to allow pensions 
only from the time when the proof of disability was presen! 
the Government ae 

Mr. GRUNDY argued that there was an essential difference 
between this care and that of vur own citzens, inasmuch as 
Jaws had long been in existence in favor of the latier, ee hes 
there had heretofore been no law providing pene ibiti waa 
Indians, so that their notadducing proofof t eir disa o yin 
not their fault, but the fault of the overnment in hot giving 
them an opportunity to do 50. 
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Mr. PISRCE said he should, notwithstanding, move to amend 
the bill, by requiring the pensicns to commence from the time of 
the treaty, (1835,) and if the Senate should negative that propo- 
sition, he should regard it as an instruction, in effect, to vary 
from the rule hereafter in other cases. There were many ex- 
amples of very great hardship, under this rule, in case of our 
own citizens, che of which Mr. P. stated was that of a Captain, 
Who perferme important services at Baltimore, and was twice 
shot down. Particulat circtimsiarces had prevenied him from 
making out his proof till 1337. He wag now peor snd disabled, 
and the committee by the rule in questien were competed to 
allow him a pension only subsequent to 1637. Mr. P. therefore 
moved that the pension to these Cierakeer be paid only after the 
tima orhe treaty, (1835.) 

„Mr. LINN insisted on the argument used by Mr. Grunpy in 
favor of the Dill, and added that ie houghi the case of the 
Cherokees a most meritoriois ona, inasmuch as, though they 
were aliens to our people, and with the recollection of supposed 
injuries, they had fough: the battles of our people, they fcught 
for us, notwithstanding their prejudices against us as a people. 

Mr. BUCHANAN signitied his concurrence in the views of 
the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Preecs.} He thought 
it right that the pensions should go back to the time of the trea- 
ty, but not beyond, unless the Senate meant to abandon the rule 
on this point, to which they had heretofore adhered. And wouid 
not these Indians have as much as they could squander if they 
received at one time a five years’ pension? 

Mr. LUMPKIN asked the Senator from Pennsylvania to 
yield the floor for a moment; and Mr. B. having done so, Mr. L. 
toad from the treaty a provision that the pensions should com- 
mence “from the time of the disability.” 

Mr. BUCHANAN said it would require a very strong argu- 
méitto go against the explicit language of. the treaty. 

Tne bill, as it was, was ordered to a third reading. 

t DISTRICT BANKS. 

The bill to charter certain banks in the District of Columbia 
was taken up, and the amendments proposed by Mr, ALLEN to 
the amendments of the committee were discussed at length, anà 
adopted. 

The question then caming up to agree to the amendment as 
amended, it was lost. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then offered some amendments to the 
bill as it came from the House; pending which, 

Tho senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 13, 1840; 

After the journal had been read, . 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred the case oi Lieutenant Hooe, be required to report 
forthwith tothis House who are legal witnesses under the ex- 
isting laws, before courts martial in the navy of the United 
States; and further to report who shall hereafter be examired as 
witnesses in trials before svc cours. 

Mr. MITCHELL objecie\: whereun 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved a suspension of the rules, and de- 
manded the yeas and nays. He was determined to press the 
matter home now it waabegun, and was determined to bring 
other gentlemen up tothe “bullring.” 

(Mr. C. here had reference to the language of Mr. Botts, 
when oy member commenced operations on this unfortunate 
subject. 

here being but a few members present, — 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved a call of the House, and on that mo- 
tion demanded the yéas and nays; which were ordered, and be- 

taken, were—yeas 73, nays 59. 
fk Bo the call was ordered, and the‘roll called, when 171 members 
answered to their names. aoa 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, all further proceedings in the 
call were then suspended. i 

The question then recurring on the motion to suspend the 
rules, for the purpose of submitting the resolution, it was de- 
cice | by yeas and nays, as follows—yeas 100, nays 61: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirn Biddle, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Aaron V. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Carr, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Crab, Crary, Cross, Dana, John Davis, John W. 
Davis, Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Karl, East- 
man, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Galbraith, James Garland, 
Goggin, Graham, Griffi:, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, 
Hook, Hopkins, Jackson, Jameson, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kille, King, Leet, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montanya, S. W. Morris, Newhard, -Nisbet, Parrish, 
Parmenter, Paynter, Pecrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, 
Rayner, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, E. Rogers, Ryall, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweney, 
Philip F. Thomas, Trumbull, Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom 
David D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jare 
W. Ny illiamg, Henry Williams, L. Williams, and Worthing- 
ton—100. 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Bell, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Wil- 
liam B. Campbell, Caiter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James 
Cooper, Cransten, Crockett, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, 
Edarda, Evans, Evereit, Fillmore, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, 
Granger, Graves, Greer, William B. Hastings, Hawes, Hunt, 
James, Charles Johnston, Kempshail, Lincoln, Marvin, Ma- 
son, Naylor, Osborne, Palen, Pope, Prouffit, Randall, Randolph, 
Rariden, Ridgway, Russell, Sergeant, Simonton, Stanly, Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, 
Peter J. Wagner, John White, Thomas W. Wiliams Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—61. 

Bo, there not being two thirds, the rules were not suspended. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the rules were then 
suspended, and the House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole (Mr. Evans in the chair) on the 

i ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question pending was the amendment of Mr. JONES, ap- 
ropriating $300,000 for the suppression of Indian hostilities in 
‘lorida. 
Mr. GRAVES, being entitled tothe floor, spoke at some length 

in opposition to the policy of the Administration in relation to 
the war, but was inclined to tink he should vote for the appro- 
priation, and hold the Adminigw ation responsible for the use 
of it. Be at 


; against the Indians and the Britieh. 


_ Government had nothing to do. 
: pe of Fiorida against the murderous savages, that he verily be- 
i 


Mr. DOWNING of Florida obtained the floor and spoke till 
the hour of recess, without concluding, in a trititiem of the 
manuer in which the Florida war had been conducted. 

EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, 

The consideration of the Army Appropriation bill was re- 
sumed in Committee ofthe Whole, Mr. Evans in the chair. 

The question pending was on the amendment of Mr. JONES, 
appropnaung $300,009 for the suppression of Indian hostilities 
in Florida. 

Mr. DOWNING of Florida resumed his remarks, and entered 


: into a full discussion vi ihe manner in whichthat war has been 
: conducted. 


He contended that on the system hitherto pursued, 
the war would never be ended, as the Indians, in their fastnesses, 
would dety the finest treups that could be brought against them. 
He maintained that it, aftera battle had been fought, the In- 
diars had been followed up,the campaign would have terminated 
successfully long ago. It appeared to him, however, that an 
Indian battle was like the small pox, for one trial was always 
enough. In the course of his remarks, Mr. D. exonerated the 
War Department from ell blame, in relation to the blood 
hounds. He said it was solely a Territorial méasure, with which 
And so incensed were thie pec- 


eved if the Prince of Darkness himself should offer his ser- 
vices as an ally, they would accept him. 

Mr. D. censured the President for not calling for adequate 
means to prosecute the war, and contended that, with a proper 
number of men, the war might be brought to a close in a single 
campaign. He compleined that no more than $300,000 was 
asked for by the Government, as by such scanty means the 
war might be continued, but could never be brought to a elose. 
The people of Florida were tired of the carrying on of the war. 
They wished to see it cldsed. He spoke of the cruelties which 
had been practised upon the people of Florida by the regular 


army. > 
Mr. MONROE followed, and with much warmth vindicated: 


the conduct of the brave officers who had served In that war. 
and particularly General Scott, from the attack of Mr. Down- 
inc. He contended that they had done all that it was possible 
for men to do under similar circumstances, and that proper al- 
lowance had not been made for the many obstacles with which 
they had to contend. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then took the floor, and gave his views as 
to the plan which ought to be pursued in order to bring the war 
to a successful termination. He was in favor of establishing a 
chain of log huts throughont the whoie territory, at suitable dis- 
tances, and connecting with each other. He went on to show 
that this system might be carried out at much less expense than 
would be imagined, and that the concurrent testimony of all 
who were capable of judging was in favor of sucha plan. He 
alluded to several instances where tenor twenty men, sheltered 
in one of these huts, had successfully defended themselves 
against many hundreds of the enemy. 

Mr. U. then went into a defence of General Jessup against 
the attack made upon him by Mr. Brppxs, in relation to the 
manner in which he had conducted the war. That officer, Mr. 
U. said, had received more wounds, and shed more blood, in de- 
fence of his country, than any man engaged in the last war, 
He spoke of the many 


; battles in which he had bled; you could notnow shake him by 


the hand, unless by taking hold of a shattered limb. He spoke 
of the manner in which he had superseded General Scott in the 
management of the Florida war, and said it was not by his own 
seeking; and was not sent there until after Scott had been re- 
ealied as unworthy of command. 

Mr. STANLY next took the floor, and on his motion, ` 

The committee rose, and 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
p TorEspay, July 14, 1840. 

The PRESIDENT pro. tem. laid before the Senate a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, covering a report of the su- 
perintendent of siandard weights and measures; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial of a committee ap- 
pointed by the Board of Aldermen ard Board of Common 
Council of the city of Washington, remonstrating against the 
passage of abill pending before the Senate “to amend and con- 
tinue in force the act to incorporate the inhabitants of the city 
of Washington;”? which was read and ordered to be printed. 

Mr NORVELL said he would take the liberty of noticing one 
mistake—indeed he might say gross error—in the memorial. 
The bill reported by the select committee was complete in itself, 
and contained all the power which it was contemplated to 
grant, and made no reference te any other Jaw, except for the 
purpose of repealing them. There were other errors in the me- 
morial, both of fact and principle, which he would not at present 
notice, from a desire to avoid a debate at this stage of the pro- 
ceeding. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs was discharged from the consideration of the petitions of 
Thomas Goin, of Timothy Winn, of Polly Clough, and of john 
Judge. p 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, made adverse #ports 
on the bill to regulate the pay of masters of the navy. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance 


a bill for the relief of the Mobile and New Orleamp railroad 
companies, including that of West Feliciana, (af/particular 
pill for which was therefore indefinitely postpone Also, the 
Grand Gulf Railroad and Banking C e biil was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 
DEFENCES OF THE t. i 
Mr. PIERCE, in behalf of the Commẹtee on Military Affairs, 


asked to be discharged from the furt eration of “the 
memorial of Gen. Edmund P. Gaines pro g 
national defence, and praying its adoptfpn b. Congress.” And 
also from “the memorial of the militar cogvention, holden at 
Nerwich, Vermont, praying for the refighn and alteration of 
the system of military defences of the Unltd States.” 

Mr. P. said the inquiry had been repeatedly made, “What are 
the views of the committee upon this subject?” and before the 
question was taken upon the motion just submitted, he would 
briefly respond to that interrogatory, presuming, however, to 
speak for no member but himself. 

The present session, it was well known, had, for several rea- 
gons, not been a season propitious for the discussion and adop- 
tion of any improvements in the plan of our national defences. 
This had been sufficiently manifested by the character of the 
debate that took placesome days since upon one branch of the 
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general question-—the reorganization and discipiine of the miti 

tia. But, although the committee had not deenied it expedi r 
at thistime to present a report, it had been deterred onan 
want of g teer conviction of its importance. He would rejoice 
if the public mind coutd be effectually directed to the subject 
and he hoped that he mign. at Isast be able to cali the attentio : 
of Senators to the memorials, which fakhough parts of ean, 
would doubtless be regarded as extravagant) contained, never. 
theless, practical views and suggestions well worthy of conside. 
ration in connection with the very important measures of whic 
they respectively treated--measures, he would take otca. 
sion to remark, that had been discussed with great ability 
in the report of a board of officers, cemmunicated 
to the Senate by the President, in Aprii last He 
hopee the subject would be taken up atan early day in the 
next session, and be ao deliberately and delinitively ected upon 
astogive to our mode and means of defence, efficiency, uni. 
formity, and the advantage of a setilet system. We could now 
do it with the light of enlarged experience, and the benefi of 
many experiments made at the expense of others. In this aga 


; of progress, and in this land of invention, and almost boundless 


resources, We were not the people to stand still. We had not 
stood still. But while individual and private enterprise had 
kept pate, in all the various pursuits of life, with the best im. 
provements of the day, it must beadmited, considering our po- 
sition upon the globe—the icrmense extent of our maritime 
frontier--the mode in which we must be assailed, if ever suc. 
cessfully assailed, by a foreign foe—the easy access to our most 
commanding harbors—the vast importance and expoeed Cun 
dition of our great commercial cities, especially since the sue- 
cessfulapplication of steam power to ocean navigation—that 
we had been singularly regardless of the advances and im. 
provements which, in other countries, especially in France and 
England, had, withir the last few years, materially chang 

and were now rapidly changing the character of defensive get 
offensive operations, both on the land and the sea. We should 
not shut our eyes to these things. We should not remain un. 


; mindinl of changesin the art and practice of war, exceeded in 
: importance only by those which followed the discovery of gun- 


powder in the fourteenth century. 

There were some things about the military defences ofthis coun- 
try, which might be considered as settled, in relation to which 
there could be jittle ifany difference of opinion. Forinstance— 
he regarded it as certain, that no large standing army was ever 
to be maintained here in time of peace, while our free institu- 
tions remain unshaken. In this we differed entirely from those 
nations with whom, from our position and political relations, 
we were in the greatest danger of being drawn into collision. It 
was equally certain, in his judgment, that stationary fortifica» 
tions, in the best condition, with abundance of materiel, and well 
manned, would prove wholly inadequate to the defence even of 
our large commercial cities. It must be regarded as not leas 
clear, that no foreign power could ever embark in the Quixotic 
enterprise of conquering this country, unless its Constitution 
should be first tramp!ed in the dust by its own children. Such 
a project could never be soberly contemplated, he might safely 
assert, while we werea united people. During the Kevolution— 
in the weakness of our infaucy—the invaders could scarcely 
command more territory than they were able immediately 


to occupy. The possession of any particular place, 
however important in itself, would be of little 
consequence, as bearing upon the ultimate result of a conflict. 


We had no great metropolis like Paris, which, m possession of 
one power or another, could control the country. And from the 
nature of our institutions, and the extent of our territory, we 
never could have. The leading purposes of an enemy, there- 
fore, would be,by the celerity and boldness of his movements on 
our coast, to keep upa constant alarm; to harass and cut off 
our commerce; to destroy our naval depots and public works; 
and if possible, to lay our great commercial cities under con- 
trib'-icn orm ashes. It was against prompt movements and vigo- 
rous exertions fr objects like these, for whichwe should prepare 
and provide. Our fortresses were not to invested and made 
the objects of Jong, regular seige; they were not, for reasons to 
which he had before adverted, of sufficient consequence in 
this country, whatever might be the case in others, possessing 
limited territory and different situation. In the nature of things 
this would not take place, and it need not be contemplated in 
their construction. France and England had, and always must 
maintain, large and well appointed standing armies: they were the 
the indispensable appendages of regal power and dominion, with: 
out which no monarch in Europe could retain his crowna 
single year. They had notonly them, but they had now the means 
of planting them upon our shores; nay, of quartering them 
in the heart of our cities, before we could set in 
order our insufficient, and now deserted fortresses, or call into 
the field any affective force organized as our militia at present 
was; indeed insome of the States there was no organization 
whatever; it was wholly disbanded, and men whose thoughts 
were never elevated above the contemplation of loss and gain, 
were out in the newspapers, with their calculations to show 
exuctly how many dollars and cents would be saved annually 
by the “disbandment” of this safe and sure auxiliary in our 
defence. 

Sir, said Mr. P. can any thing be more deplorably character: 
istic of the prevailing spirit and passion of the age? i 

If he was right on ‘hese points, we were not ina condition to 
warraat the folding of our arms in security. We were at peace, 
but we might be involved in war, we knew not how soon. This 
wedid know, that the only sure way to keep it far off, was to 
provide for its approach. j 

Ie was not disposed to give color to any unnecessary alarm, 
but he felt bund to say that the indications of a speedy and pa- 
cifiic termination of the difficulties growing out of the North: 
eastern boundary question, which seemed to have strongly im- 
pressed other minds, had whoily failed to impart any fresh con- 
fidence to his. He fearedthatthey would prove to be specious 
rather than substantial- Hecould not help feeling strongly UP: 
onthis subject of national defences, because he had witnessed 
the deep lethargy in which the spirit of the nation, easily 
roused to every thing else, had seemed to slumber here. With- 
in the last five years war clouds had lowered most portentously 
upon our horizon, and on one or two occasions seemed reacy to 
burs, and scatter far and wide the calamities of that dreadful 
scourge. What was the effect upon the Government and the 
country, when, upon a question of money, we were upon the evs 
of a war with one of the most powerful and gallant 
nations upon the face of the earth. Did we manifest & 
willingness to apply our money in preparation for the conti m 
No, He would be ashamed to atata, there in his place, the fakes 
want of any thing like adequate means of defence. In Cor- 
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there wasas usual no want of patriotic demonstration in 
teas of speeches, but they were followed by nothing like 
detisive action, Through the country there appearmd t bu a 
povouad repose, and blind trusting te luck in the fice cf ad- 
mited upmiuienidanger. In the benificent ordia on af Pro- 
ridence, and through the energy and walau or that very ex- | 
moninary Maa, Wio always proved equai to great Occasions, | 
the impending danger waa happy averted. How had it been | 
mom recen is, when, fora long me, there had been a quasi 
war along our whole border, from St. Jonns to de tines dn 
what condiudn didthe evening of the 21 March. 1339, find the 
quay? in what state did it fed us ia aur places here? Like 
the nauon geserally—calm and undisturbed. Senators then 
present woud not soon corzet the scene that followed the arri- 
a of the Easiern mail taat night. The etirring report soon 
around the ceamber, “there has been a battle upon our 
axetn itonuer; the blood of our citizens has been shed - 
woos ourewa sou.” A change caine over the spint cf our 
dam. Every, countenance Was lighted up with high 
, exitement. We were atlas, when the strange spell of ian- 
red security could no longer bind ua roused as from the 
Diusign of a Chaam—we wyke asirom the ance of years— 
aom a drean we opaned our eyes upon a tull view of the 
pamet aini Magnitude of our unger. He wouid never for- 
gs tbe bearing on that occasion, nor ihe buming words of an 
honorab.e Senator oa the other side of the chamber, no. now 
ia hig place. That Senator seemed to feei that by our culpa- 
de osgiect w provide the meansot defence, we had almost in- 
tied ageresston, and that we ought ourseives to take our piaces | 
in the fiercest Of the eidying storm which it was then supposed | 
had already burs! upon our border brethren. Every word, as | 
| 


then underatood, he believed was heartily responded to. What 
wa done? All that could be under the circumstances in 
which we were placed. The constitutional term of one branch 
e Congress had but a few more hoursto run. These was littie 
tme for deliberation, but we showed that there was one centin- 
reacy in which we could merge every thing like party, and pre- 
satan unbrokea front. We passed a vill placing at the dis- 
posal of the President the whole militia of the United Mates, to 
Se compelled to serve fora term not exceeding six montha— 

n rais Blty thousand volunteera—~to equip, man, and employ i] 
i active serviso all the naval force of the United States—and to’ 
bald, purchas*, or charter, arm, equip, and man such vessels* 
an} seamboats on the Northero lakes and rivers, whose wa- 
ers commu ate with the United States and Great Britain, as 
be shall deem necessary.” This fearful responsibilty was <1: 
apon one iadivacual. This vast command, with tea mi ‘ions 
of dollars to make it effectual, was committed to the scie dis- 
avion and patriatism ofthe President. No man who loved his 
muntry could but deprecate the necessity of placing such tie- 
merndous am! fearful powers inthe hands of one man, however 
wis and disinterested. 

He warned the people agains andther such crisis. Sooner 
@ later 1; would come, and perhaps unattended by that guod 
hre which had borne us thus far ou in peace. Atallevents, `| 
i was the moat faia! temerity to depend u it, and neglectthe | 

H 


necessary preparation. What should be done? Where lies ihe 
mom obvious, the most unquestionable and cheapest means of 
defence to the country? These were questions to which the 
menorialists undertook respectively to respond. He did not 
of course propose at this time parucularly to examine the re- 
of the board of officersto which he had belore acverted 
at Would take the liberty to remark that the positions assumed 
were much more questionable than the abilitv with which they, 
were discussed and devended. There was at least one point uf , ; 
agreement between the nremorialiats, and one in which he :: 
thought both were right. It was as to the entire insufficiency of `: 
lad or stationary defences to protect our harbors, and secure | 
te approaches to them. That this had been fully illustrated 
ìia more than one inetance, even when wind and sails had been ; 
tehed upon, he might safely assert, without intending to discuss |; 
he reiative power of fluating and stationary baticries. How 
mxh jessthe security now, with the general and free applica- 
ton of the propelling power of steam, it required no particular | 
rience nor mil:tary knowledge to judge. He referred particularly 
w the passing of the castle of Crohesburgh, and the succees{ul 
uck of Lord Nelson upsa Copenhagen in 1501, to the ar 
ack upon Gibraltar ty the French and Spanish i: 1/82, and the 
mauk upon Vera Cruz, and the recuction of the strong castle 
# 3am Juan de Ulloa a year agn last November, all of which 
tad been cited on both sides in the controversy between sta- 
weary and floating defences. Gentlemen would be more safe 
a reading the official and authentic accounts, and drawing 
weir own Conclusions, than in trusting to the statements of the 
hpporters of one symem or the other. Mr. P. said he would by n> 
means dispense with the stationary fortificatione upon which we 
jadze much relied; in many positions they were indispenaa- 
he, bat, in his judgment, the system, with us, ha already been 
tarred too fur in respect to the number of works, and in 
mne instances, as to the vast expense incurred upon indivi- 
dual works, Our coun:ry wastoo broad—tco immense in its 
sweep to rely upon such works. No man would be so visiona- 
Ty as to indulge the chiinerical scheme of making a seacoast of 
More than 3,000 miles impervious to attack. There were not 
ony a great number of harbors and roadsteads along the coast 
that could not he thus defended, but almos: innumerable in- 
dentations, affording safe anchorage, from which a superior 
baral force might laad any number of troops, notwithstanding 
the entire compiction of the most extensive plan of stationary 
fortifications ibat was ever yetdreamed of. They could not be 
compelled to land under the guns ofa battery, or to place them. 
rrea within ita renge. Unless they shouid be met succcess. 
uily upon their chosen element, they would take their own 
time and Pretty much their own place, to disembark. Thecon- 
Vat would thea be in the open field between our armies and 
ae erally between the steadiness and thorough discipline 
He paeran, but mercenary Ee men's upon a foreign soil; 
au and desperate energy of ours, fighting, it m: 
Within sight ofiheir own homes!” suny a i mgh be, 
= at we were now sally deficient in the means ef defence, 
Meat tact edmitted by ali. In that condition we ought not to 
main. We should Provide cur harbors, that hold out the 
ead il pation to an invading foe, in addition to the sta- 
ny base nis with the best floating defences known to 
tord, We should make, as soon as it can be done consis- 
wey, with other demands upon the reveaue, our navy equal at 
fae to one-sixth of thatof great Bricain. We shouid never go 
all tence We had, in territory, and climate, and resources, 
any people should desire, and the armament alluded to 
Was believed to be ag large sporti 
able gea proportion as England would ever 
Ww spare irom other points, and detatch to our seas, 


re en... 
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Consistently with the demands upon the revenue! He would 
got say that. He held that, with the wealth and great 
resources of the country, we should make our revenue equal 
tothig comand. Want of funds should hereafier be regarded 
as no goud excuse tor neglecting defences universally admitted 
to be indispensable for the honor and safety of our country. If 
the current revenue was not sufficient for these and other objects 
of like magnitude and necessity, let articles of luxury and or- 
nament, such as wines and silks, which are annually imported 
and consumed in the couniry, be taxed to raise the means. 
uavy of Great Britain consisted at present of five hundred and 
fifizen ships and twenty-three steamers, and mounted more 


than twenty-two thousand gans; Farnce two hundred and thirty ` 


ships; America fifty-two in all, and thirty-eight effective, 
mounting only three chousand guns. Now the least with which 
we should be satisfied in our naval armament, was an increase 
atthe lowest of fifty per cent. In the mean time, we should 
provice for an organization of the militia, to be efficient and 
uniform throughout the United States. 

Thus prenared, with our large cities in a suitable state of 

defence, and with six hundred thousand disciplined citizen sol- 
diers, 96 enrolled and organized as to admit of being prompuy 
mustered and called into the field, we should be ready for that 
which, under such cicumstances, would hardly ve pressed 
u us. 
Fie would not be understood asadmitting for a moment, that 
we would not, even unprepared as we now were, expel in a it- 
tle time any invader that should venture to set foot upon our 
eil. He entertained nota doubt ofit, because the same spirit 
thart in 1793 prompted the celebrated decree of the French Con- 
vention, which proclaimed that— 

“From the present moment, till that when all the enemies 
shali nave been driven trom the territory of the Republic, all 
Frenchmen shall be in permanent readiness for the service of 
the armies; the young men shail march to the contest: the mar- 
ried men forge arms and transport the provisions; the women 
shall make tents and clothes, and wait in the hospitals; the 
children shall make lint of oid linen; the old men shal! cause 
themselves tobe carried to the public squares tu excite the 
courage of the warriors, and preach hatred against the enemies 
of the Republic; the battalions, which shall be organized in 
every district, shali be ranged under a banner with this inscrip- 
tion: ‘The French nation risen against tyrants.’ ” 

The spirit which rendered that people invincible, and crowned 
their arms with sucha succession of splendid victories over 
the veteran troops of the allied powers, as astounded the ci- 
vilized world, would animate our countrymen fromone ex- 
tremity of the Union tothe other; but let every man consider 
what dreadful sacrifices must precede the finai result, if war 
come upon us in our present defenceless state. While our 
citizens were taking their places under the folds of the banner 
which the Republic would throw over them-—-a slow process at 
best for want of organization—our,gz'Jant little army, to which 
the country looked with pride and cosfidence, would be sacri- 
ficed; the blood of our most vaiuab!le citizena would perhaps 
stain the pavements of their own streets; and more property be 
destroyed in one commercial city, than would now defray the 
eniire expense of verfect protection and security. This, Mr. P. 
said, was what might happen; and was that against which mo- 
cerate patriotism and ordinary prudence should provide. He 
indulged the hope that when this storm of politics should have 
passed away, the Senate would take the subject up in the 
spirit and with the enlarged views of statesmen, acting for the 
common interest of their common country. 

Mr. PRESTON remarsed tha: he thought our system of for 
tifications had been commenced on too gigantic a scale. They 
ouzht to have been completed at less expense than had been al- 
ready laid out upon them. 
were so large that it was difficult toman them. 

Our whole inland frontier ought to be regarded as not needing 
fortifications. We were there, every where, in the attitude to 
invade, aiid not to be invaded; for we could there, in any case 
inflict tenfold more on an enemy than they could on us And? 
there was another consideration which ought to have more weight 
than had been heretofore given it in relation to our defences, and 
it was this: we were not a conquering nation, and were not to be 
conquered. The country was absolutely and intrinsically incapa- 
bleof being conquered. The whole question, therefore, in reia- 
tion to our defences, was a question of annoyances; and on that 
principle, and on that alone, the whole system of our defences 
ought to be projected and arranged. We should have merely 
porrws Wappui, to retreat to and refit. , 

Mr. P. proceeded to remark thatan cntire revolution was now 
going on, in regard both to inland ans maritime defence, by the 
agency of steam. Railroats would enable large masses of 
troops to be thrown suddenly on any point. of the country that 
might be assai'ed. A still greater revolution was going on upon 
the sea; so that forts, he thought, would be soon rendered unne- 
cessary, 293 the struggle must be maintained in the open sea. 
The great difficulty would be the want of men in our navy; and 
he thought it would be our poiicy always to have as many sh.;:3 
as could be manned. We ought to have a power to redress a'l 
wrongs, Wherever given, prompily on the spot, in all parts of 
the world, 

Mr. P. urged this subject further, with much earnestness, and 
declared the present state of our defences to be deplorably defi- 
cient, beyond the knowledge and the belief of most of the mem- 
bers of Congress. 

Mr. CALHOUN said all these subjects must come up in their 
order at the next seasion, and he should therefore not enlarge 
upon them now. He thought our present system of fortifica- 
tions had been so far extended as to make us cautious in our 
future expenditures, and he hoped that spirit would govern in 
our appropriations the present session. Our system of fortifi- 

cations and other defences would of course require to be changed; 
there must be great changes both in she art and the armament of 
war, and the attention of Congress ought to be directed especial- 
ly to the navy in both its branches—that propelled by steam aa 
well as that by wind. Thie arm of our aational defence should 
receive the mo i kindly attentions of Government, and could not 
be neglected with impunity. 

The committee were row discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the memorial. 

RETROCESSION OF ATEXANDETA AND GEORGE- 

TO A ` 

Mr. WALKER submitted a resolution instructing the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of retroceding all those portions of the District of Columbia 
not within the limits of the city of Washington to the respective 
Statestc which they formerly belonged. . 

The resolution, by censent, was at once considered, 


The i 


And those which were completed | 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama raid he would rather instruct the 
committee to bring in a bill at once authorizing the retrocession, 
with the consent of Alexandria and Georgetown, and the States: 
respectively. 

Mr. MERRICK said it would Le recollected that Georgetown 
had fortnerly petitioned Congress to be restored to Maryland. 
Alexandria had not done go, but had recently expressed a una- 
nimous wish to be restored to Virginia. Mr. M. was sure that 
Maryland would be glai to receive Georgetown. But he 
thought it altogether too late in the eession to introduce a mea- 
sure of this kind, which eviden!!y couid not be carried through. 
As the proper time Mr. M. would be glad to act upon it. 

Mr. PRESTON argued that, even if the measure could not 
be consummated at this time, it was expedient to bring the sub- 
ject under consideration, and he was therefore in favor of the 
“Me. MERRICK eaidh fi 

r. eaid he was in favor of the ret i 
he should not further object to a resolution of ingua and 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said there were but two points to be 
ascertained inthis matter; one, the consent of the people to be 
retroceded, and the other, the consent of the States to receive 
them. He thought, therefore, that a provisionary bill might 
readily be passed at this session, which would require no fur- 
ther action of Congress. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, asa member of the Co:n:ittee for the Dis- 
trict or columbia, concurred in granting a retrocession, But 
if a bill for that purpose was now to be framed s 
that it shouid be done by a select cemmitteo, —’ he proposed 

Mr. WALKER said that the Committee for the District were 
better acquainted with this stbiect than a relect committee 
conid ha, and he wished the in, iiry tu be made by those best 
able to make it. He argued in faver of the retiocession, that it 
would lighten the duties, and shorten the sessions of Congress; 
and he believed it would be for the guod of all the parties con. 
cerned. 

Mr. MERRICK said he was anxious that the retrocession 
should take place, and if it should not be carried at this session, 
he should move upon it early in the next. 

Mr. ALLEN spoke in favor of the bill, even if it should not 
now be passed, asit would more effectually call the attention 
of the parties to the subject, and of the peuple of the country. 

The resolution was agreed to without dis-ent. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, it was resolved that the Senate 
on this day, and for the remainder of the session, takea recess 
from half past two to half past four o’clock. 

BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

The bill granting charters to the late banks of the District 
wastaken up, and after various amendments had been adopted, 
was orders to be engrossed fur a third reading—ayes 20, 
nocs 12, 

The bill, as ordered to be engrossed, is in the following 
words: 


AN ACT to continue the corporate exis:ence of certain banks 
in the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate und House f Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the provisions, restrictions, and enactments of the act of Congress 
of the twenty-fifth of May, vightesn hundred and thirty-eight, 
entitled “An act.1o extend the charter of the Union Bank of 
Georgetown, in the District of Columbia,” Le, and the same are 
hereby,extended to the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of George- 
town, the Bank of the Metropolis, the Bank of Washington, the 
Patriotic Bank of Washington, the Bank of the Potomac, and 
the Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria: Provided, That wherever, in 
the original act, the first of July, eighicen hundred and thirty- 
eight occurs, it shall be so construc! us to mean the fourth of 
July, eighteen hundred and forty-one; and wherever the first of 
July, eighteen hundred and forty-two occurs, it shall be con- 
strued to mean the fourth of July, eighteen hundred and forty» 
four’ Provided, further, That itthe gaid banks, or any or either 
of them, shall, from and aiter the passage of this act, proceed, 
continue, or ccmmence to pay in specie, on demand, all their. 
notes and other liabilities, except such deposites as may have 
been heretofore made in funds not equivalent to specie, then the 
said banka, or such of them as shall so proceed, continue, or 
commence to pay spece, on demand, for all their notes and lia~ 
biliues, except agaforesaid, and none other of the said banks, 
shail be entitled toali the rights and privileges conferred by their 
late charters until the the iourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and forty-one,unlese Congress shall at any time otherwise direct: 
And provided further, That if any of the said banke shall fail to 
resume specie payments, and to continue the same at the time of 
the passage of this act, and such bank may, in case it shall so re- 
sume at any time within the period of sixty days from and after 
ita passage, avail itselfof a'i the privileges, irom and after the 
time of such resumptiou, which are granted by the act to those 
which resume immediately; but no banking privilegesehall be 
exercised by any institution in g gtate of suspension of specie 
payments; butif such bank or banks shall, at any time after the 
passage of this act, suspend epecie payments, or refuse to pay 
uny of their notes or objigations in specie, then such negiec 
failure, suspension, or refusal, shall operate as a forfeiture o 
their respective charters, except for the purpose of winding up 
their affairs, under the provisions and restrictions contained in 
this act: And provided further, That in all cases where the 
the said, or either of thera, shall hereafter refuse payment of 
any of their notes or ob!igations, there shali be a snmmary re- 
medy therefor before ary justice or judge having jurisdiction of 
the case on five days’ notice, wherein there shali be super- 
secleas, stay of execution, iniunction, or certiorari allowed, nor 
any appea:, except upor afidavit of merits by the president, 
cashier, or directors. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That neither of the said 
banks shall, from and after the passage of this act, issue or pay ` 
out other than for those existing deposites of the description 
mentioned in, aul excepted by, the first section of this act, any 
bill, note, post-note, or ther paper intended to circulate as mo- 
ney issued by any other bark, banker, banking association, in- 
corporation. instituiion, or individual, unless such bill, note, 
Post-note, or other paper, or promise to pay, is payable and 
paid ic specie, on demand, at some fixed and certain place to 
be distinctly and plainly named upon the face of the paper. 

Bre. 3. dnd be ii fui ther enacted, That each and every 
stockholder in such bank shail, from and afier the taking effect 
of this act, also be,and they ure hereby made, severally liable 
in their individual capacity, each to the fu'l amountof his stock 
in such bank, for all the debts and obligations thereafter F 
tracted by or on behalf of such bank, and which may have een 
contracted during the time he was such stockholder, and such 
liability shall continue after he may have ceased to be such 


526 


stockholder: Provided, Such bank shall refuse to pay on de- 


mand. 

woo. 4. And be it further enacted, That within ten days afer 
the taking effect of this act, and semi-annually thereafter, the 
said bankaghall, each tor iivelf, make out and deliver to the Se- 
cretacy of the Treasury, and likewise pudlish in ene of ike 
newspapers printed anid of generat circulation in the District of 
Coaluinbia, a complete list of the names and places of residence 
of all the officers and directora of, anit stockholders in, such 
bank for the tine being, with the fuil amount of stock then 
held in said bank by each of such officers, directors, and stock 
holders, affixed io his ot her name, respectively. 

Bac. 5 And beit further enacted, That no dividend shall 
be made among the stockholders of any of those banks, while 
they are in a siate of suspension; and the president and direc- 
tora of saul banks, respectively, shall be individually respons: ble 
ia the event of any deficiency of the assets of either of raid 
banks, in additioa to the capital paid in, for all the liabilities 
which theirseveral institutions may contract, from and after the 

of this act. 

The bill was ordered to be printed, 

And the Senate adjoucned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tugspay, July 14, t640. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of lowa asked leave to offer a resolution, 
setting apart to-morrow (Wednesday) for the cousideration o.f 
Territorial busincas—tu take precedence of all other. Mr. Ce 
said that, from present appearances, it was not unlikely that the 
general appropriation bjlis would be debated till the end of the 
seasion, or so near it as to preclude the idea ofany busines 
which should be transacted by the Mouse afier the disposition 
of those bilis being acted upon by tie S-nate. He hoped, 
therefore, that the invoductinn of the resolution wouid not 
meet with objection. Is was known tw evsry gentleman that, 
if even the appropriation bills were postponed to the last Cy, 
they must and woul. pass. He thought that out of a session ot 
two hundred and thirty-three days, at Jeasi one day might! be 
devoted to the transaction of Territorial business. 

To keep Delegates here during (he whoie of a long session, 
engaged in the laborious business of preparing measures lor 
the action of the House, and then deny thema tew hours tor 


their final action, would be without example in the history of ` 


our legistation. Many measures tor ttus Territory had b: en 
prepared, at an expense of much time and labor, waich would 
be a total loss to his consiituents, if this House should refuse or 
neglect to act upon them. g i 
After repeated efforts by the Committee on the Territories to 
a day for the consideration of Territorial business, he h d 
ermined to move in the matter himself, and so far succeed: 
as to get the day after the disposition of the appropriation bills. 
But, from recent developments, he greatly feared that the last 
moment of the session would be used in debating those bills. 
What is the state of the calendar? Why, the first four bills, he 
believed, were yet upon it, not reached in their regular order. 
That being the fact. and judging by the past, we could reasona- 
bly hope for but little during the few remaining days of this 
protracted seesion. Whatever may have been the cause. or 
shali be rendered as an excuse for the great moral conflict 
which we had witneesed during the present Congress, of neither 
of which it was his purpose to speak, it appeared to him that 
the effect upon the public business was of a character revolu- 


tionary, and wanted nothing but the forms of warto entitle itto i 


be recorded as one of its greatest evils. , 

Bhould the resolution fail, he would still not despair of seeing 
peniemen pause in the midat of their career, and suffer the 

ueiuers of the couniry W be transacted. If however, in this 
his Ju-t expectatious should be disappointed, le would be con- 
scious of having discharged his duty, of which it would be his 
pleasure to render such an account to his constituents as truth 
shook jaliy. , 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected until the appropriation bills were 
disposed of. 

Mr. C. then moved a suspension of the rule, and asked the 
yeas and nays, which were refused. 
esas the question being taken, the House refused to suspend 

e rale. 


Mr. COOPER of Pennsslvania moveda suspension of the | 


rule, for the purpose of offering the following preamble and re 
solations; which were read for information: p 
Whereas the public buildings inthe City of Washington 


have been erected at great expense to Gyvernment, and are of | i 


great va'ue, especially as the dep«sitories ofthe public records; 
and whereas, by a late act of Congress, entitied “An act to pro- 
vide for the collection safekeeping, transfer, and disbursement 


of the public revenue,” the ‘Treasury building in the city of : 


Washiogton andthe custom-houses at the various points where 
the revenue is collected have been made the depositories o! the 
public money; and whereas the said buildings and their contents 
arel able to be destroyed by fire or otherwise, as experience 
has proved in the recent instances of the destruction of the Trea- 
sury Building, the Patent Office, and the General Post Office: 
therefure 


Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures on the Pub-- 
lic Buildings be directed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
porting a bill to auchorize and require the heads of the several 
Departments ts have the eaid public buildings, occupied by 
them re tively, together with the archives, records, books, 


and vouchers contained in the same, as far as the value thereof | 


can be estimated in money, insured against destruction by fire 
or otherwise, to the full amount of their value; provided the 
same can be done. 


Resolved, That if the said committee should deem it expedi- 
ent to report a bil! for such purpose, the Secretary of the Trea. 
sury be authorized and required to have the custom-houses in 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, together with 
their contents, including books, records, and vouchers, as far 


aa the value thereof can be estimated in money, insured tothe : 


fall amount of their value, provided the same can be done; and 
thet the insurance on the said public buildings and custom- 
houses be effected on or before the first day of November, 1340. 

And, the question having been taken, the House refused to 
suspend the rule. 

Mr. HOFFMAN, by leave, presented a memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of New York, and memorial of the 
Board of Trade of New York, against the passage of the bill 
now pending before Congress to insure the more faithful exe- 
cution of the laws relating to the collection of duties on im- 

which memorials were referred to the Committee on 


niactares. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


THE CASE OF LIEUTENANT HOOE. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama asked the general consent of 
the House to offer a resolution, which was read for information 
as fellows: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee, having charge ef 
the case uf Lieut. Hove, do torihwith report a bill ro this House, 
prohibiting the enlistment of negroes or colored persons m che 
service of the navy or army of the United Staten. i 

Mr. STANLY was understood to say that the committee had 
not time to give the subject investization, that it was physically 
impossible ta make a report, aud therefore objected. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama moved asuspension of the rules, 
and onthat mution demanded the yeas and naye, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. BOTTS moved a call of the House. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO demanded the yeas and rays on that 
motion, which weve ordered. 

Mr. STANLY asked if it was in order now to move to be ex- 
cused from voting, and to give his reasons. 

‘The SPEAKER said it was in order to make the motion, and 
that it woud admit oflimited debate. 

Mr. STANLY said he would seep within the limit, and 
that if he felt himself going beyond it, he would endeavor to 
stan. 

He (Mr. S) would vate against a call of the House, becauee it 
was physically impossible for the Committee on the Judiciary 
to take up this business and report on it this session; and also. 
because the President of the United States and the Secretary 
of the Navy had full power to remedy these abuses, if they 

leased, 
And the qaestion on the motion for a call of the House being 
then taken. she voe stoo-l—-veas 29, nays 112. 

So the cali was not ordered. 

Aud the q-tesiien recurring on the motion to suspend the 
tule, 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to lay that motion on the table. 

Mr. RIVES asked the yeas and na: s; which were ordered. 

Mr. BRIGGS then witndrew the motion to lay on the table. 

The ques ivu again recurred on the motion to suspend the 
rules, when 

Mr. STANLY asked ta be excused from voting, because the 
Judiciary Committee had not ime, at this period o” the session, 
to examine anl prepare uny bow on any subject; because the 
President aud Secretary of the Navy had already full power 
and authority to exclude negroes from the service—and to ex- 


clude them from giving testimony against white men, ¿nd to |, 
‘| get aside the proceedings of courts martial if they saw any i: 


thing requiring their interference; and because he (Mr. 8. could 
not consent that the navy should be deprived of the services of 
negroes as Caoks, stewards, and servants; for there is no neces- 
sity they shouid be witnesses; and because to enact such a law 
as the gentleman from Aiabava proposes would, in effect, make 
white men negroes, by imposing on them the necessity of dis- 
charging duties heretofore discharged by negrces. 

Mr. DROMGOOLSE aaked the yeas and nays on the question 
of excusing Me. STANLY; which were ordered, and, being 
taken, were--yeas 18, nays 132, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Bond, Botts, Clark, Ed- 
wards, Hook, Cave Johnson, Lincom, McCarty. Mallory, Par- 
menter, Simonton, Tillinghast. Underwond, Peter J. Wagner, 
Edward D. White, T. W. Williams, and Christopher H. Wil- 
liams—18. 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Judson Al'en, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Andrews, Banks, Barnard, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Blackwell, 
Boyd, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 
S. H. Batter. Calhoun, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, 
Clifford, Connor, J. Cooper, M. A. Co per, Craig, Cransto‘, 
Cross. Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Edward Davies, John Davis, 
John W. Davis, Dennis, Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole, Ear}, East- 
man, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, 
Gatbraith, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin. Graham, Granger, 
Green, Griffin, Hammond, Hend. John Hastings, Hawes, Haw- 
kins, Hill of Virginia, Mill of North Carolina, Hillen, Hoff- 
man, Hopkins, JInbbard. Jackson. James, Jimeson, N. Jones, 
John W. Jones. Keim, Kemble, Kille. Leet, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Milier, Monroe, Mon- 
tanya, Morgan, Samuel W., Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Ozle, 
Parrish, Paynter, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Proffit, Ramsey, 
Rariden, Rayner, Reynolda, Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Edward 
Rogers, James Rogers, Russell, Ryall, Samuels, Shepard, 
Thomas Smith, Siecnrod, Strong. Stuart. Sumter, Swearingen, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, T- ylor, F. Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, W. 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Toland, Turney, Vanderpoel, 
Vroom, Warren, Watterson, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, J. L. Williams, and Worthington—132. 

Bo Mr. STANLY was not excused. 

Mr. S. then said he hoped his reasons might be entered on 

the Journal. He should vo'e. he said, against the suspension, 
and he hoped ‘hat no Southern man would vote for such a pro- 
position. 
: Mr. DROMGOOLE eaid the rules prescribed that a member 
should give a brief verbal statement, and it would be a violation 
of the rule jor geatlemen to be pe. mitted to enter their reasons 
at large on the journal. He protested against it. 

Mr. BOTTS asked to be excused from voting on the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman froin Alabama, and assigned as reasons 
therefor— y 

1e. ‘hata bill to prevent the enlistment of negroes in the 
navy of the United Sates did not remedy the evit complained 
of, nor had it any reference to the question of the admissibility 
of negroes as witnesses upon the trial of officers of the navy; 


and 
2d, He had objected in the first instance to the reference of 


this subject to the Judiciary Committee, and did not now desire 
a report from them upon this question—he wished it to go toa 
select committee; and gentlemen would perceive his reason for 
that objection to be well founded, when he. communicated the 
fact that every member of the committee either belonged to the 
Administration party or was the Representative of a free State. 
What could be expected from them? He wanted no report 
froma commiitee thus constitnted that would operate as a white- 
washing report. The conluct of the President could not be 
extennated or excuse; and he wanted the South fairly repre- 
sented by any com.nittee to whom the subject might be given in 
charge. g $ ; 
After assigning these reasons, Mr. B. withdrew his proposi- 
tion to bo excuse 4.as he only wante: to place his reasons before 
the House for thus resisting the efforts that had been made to 
rocire a report, 7 
E Mr. STANLY rose, and interrupted Mr. B. and etated that he 
was a member of the Judiciary Committee; and wag understood 
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maaar e mee ma e e Mi AER, ee re 


arer mee ee re -a Ro LL aR a He MS = 


Oar. ene vewre wanes tee ee oaa me saranen 


to say that the interestsof the South were safe in the hands of 
that committee. À 9 

Mr. PROFFIT asked to be excused from voting, and give as 
a reason,that the resoiution, for the introduction of which a mo- 
tion is made to suspend the rate, was, in his opinion, an eva 
sion, a palpable and shuffling evasion, of tie true uestion 
at issue between the peopie of the United States aiid the Pre. 
dent, on the fact of the President of the United States hay. 
ing, in his official capacity, sanctioned and approved of the 
admission of the tesumony of negroes in the trial of Lieut 
Hooe, of the United States Navy. Mr. P. said he was op. 
posed, uunqualitiedly opposed, to the admission of the testimo. 
ny oj colored persons againet white men. He approved jully 
of the Jaws of the State of Indiana, whieh provided that ag 
uegro, or mulatto. or indian, or even the quarter bloud, should 
be admitted as evidence #gainst white persons. He cansi. 
didered the conduct of the President in the case of Lieut. Hoog 
as an insult not to be pardoned by any Southern man, and a 
direct uttack upon the institutions of the South. He conei. 
deied the resolution requiring the committee to reporta bill 
to prevent the enlistment of colored people inio the service of 
the army and navy of the United States as evasive of the ques. 
tion of evidence, and on'y catculated to place tehite men in 
the situations now occupied by colored persons as cooks, 
ste wards, servanis, &c. Mr. P. said that the President or the 
United states had disgrace [here some person called to or. 
der.} Mr. P. said he would not transgrees the rule, buth: 
wis ed that an opportunity would occur in which he could ex. 
press his detestation of the Presidents approval of the proceed: 
ings of the trial ailudedto, ` 

Aut the question being taken, the House refused to excuse 


Mr. PrRorrit. 


And tie motion to lay onthe table the motion to suspend the 
rule having been withdrawn, the question recurred, and wa: 
taken, on the motion to suspend the rule; and was decided iu 
the neg.itive—yeas 107, nays 73, as follows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Afford, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banis, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Albert G, 
Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Carr, Carroli, Casey, Cha 
man, Clifford, Calen, Connor, Mark A Cooper, William 
Couper. Crabb, Ciaig, Crary, Cross, Dana, J Davis, J. W. Da 
via, Dawson, Deberry, Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Diomgoole, 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fornance, Galbraith, James Gar- 
lant, Goggin, Graham, Griffin Hammond, Hand, Jno. Hast 
ings. Hawkins, Hill ot Virginia, Ul of North Carolina, Hilen, 
Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson Jenifer, Jozeph John: 
gon, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Kitle, Leet, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Medill, Miiler, Montanya, Samuel W. Morns, Ney. 


; hard, Nisbet, Parrish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, 


Rameey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, James Rogers, Ryall, Ba. 
mnels, Shaw, Shepard, Thomas Smith, Starkwea her, Stet.. 


ij rod, Sirong, Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweney, F. Thomas, P_F, 


Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vauderpoel, Vroom, Da. 
vid D. Wagener, Watt reon, Wieck, Jared W. Wiluams, 
Hanry Williams, and Worthington—107. 

NAYS—Messcs, Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Bell, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, W. B. 
Camp:ell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, 
Cranston, Crockett, Davies, Garret Davis, Dennis, Earl, Ed. 
wards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, 
Granger, Graves, W. 8. Hastings, Hawes, Hotiman, Hunt, 
James, Kempshall, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mor- 
gan, Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Pope, Proffit, Randall, 
Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Beant Simonton, Stanly, Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Underwood, Peter J. 
Wagner, E. D. White, Thos. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—73. 

8o (two thirds not votingin the affirmative) the rules were 
not suspended. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a suspension of the rule for the pur 


| pose of going into Committee of the Whole on the atate of the 


union, to resume the considera:ion of the Army Appropriation 
àll. i 

Mr. MONROE apnealed to Mr. B. to waive the motion for & 
moment, to enable him to offer a resolution. 

Mr. PROFFIT made a similar request for another purpose, 

Mr. BRIGGS declined. £ 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. / 

The rule having been suspgnded, the House resolved itself 
into Committee of the Whol§ on the agate of the Union (Mr. 
Evans of Maine in the chair on the pill making appropria- 
tions for the support of the arthy for thé year 1840; the pending 
question being onthe motion $ Mr Jgngs to amend the bill by 
inserting an appropria ion of tree hynired thousand dollars for 


the suppression of Indian host{itiegfin Florida, . 
Mr. KEMBLE said that he @id got rise at this late period of 
fisSif the bill, but to disavow a 


the session to discuss the me ve 
statement made by the chairmab®f the Committee on Military 
Affairs (Mr. W. Fuomesonj on Saturday Jast, when discussilig 
the bill to raise 1500 men for the Florida war, as derogatory 
to the committee of which he [Mr. K.] hadthe henor tobe @ 
member, and injurious tothe character of the Secretary of 
War. The chairman stated in substance that the Secretary o! 
War had written a letter tothe committee asking for 1000 men, 
while he had indirectly applied through the members for 1500. 
This was certainly incorrect, so far as it regarded himeelf, and 80 
palpably so, that ‘hig honorab!e friend and colleague from New 
York, also a member of the committee, too little versed in the 
party poliiics of the House, and too honorable to subject any 
man to unjust ascucation, had disavowed it at the time, which 
he should himself have done coud he have got the floor. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON said that he repeated to the fullest exten: 
what he had said on Saturday, aad wasin every way responsi: 
ble for it. The Secretary of War had made a communication 
to the committee, (not in the regular way, through the House (0 
the committee,) asking for an additional regular force of & 
thousand men, when he believed fifieen hundred men would be 
more desirable, and that this opinion of the Secretary was Com 
municated to the committee by the member to whom he had 
expressed himself. This is what I said, and I should like to 
hear it denied. . 

Mr. MONROE said that he believed he could explain the 
matter in such a way that it would be satisfactory to both the 
genleman from New York and the gentleman fron: South Ca- 
rolina. . 

A proposition from the Secretary of War was under conside- 
ration by the Military Committee, proposing to raise a force 0 
a thousand men for the war in Florida,to be armed and equip: 
ina certain way, provided for jn the billbefore the House. M8 


thought thatthe proposition came from himeelt to increase the 


number to sixteen hundred, as he did not believe that one thou- 
gan | would be sufficient, and thus make four battalions instead 


of three. : P ; : 

He (Mr. M )saw the Secretary, and mentioned it to him; that 
officer concurred in the opinion that an Increase of this corps 
wouid beadvisable, but he did not ask for them, as he believed 
that Congress would not willingly grant an increaset number, 

“and ‘eared that the number aiready asked for would be refused. 

Mr THOMPSON said: Therefore I stand justified to the full- 
est extent as to what Ididsay. If the purpose of the gentleman 
(air. K enBLE] was to prove that he was not the member alluded 
10, he has succeeded; if to exculpatethe Secretary of War from 
the charge of not asking as large a force as he deemed expedient, 
he has failed. A 

Mr. KEMBLE stated that, as a member of the Military Com- 
mittee, be had concurred in the increase proposed, not from any 
intimation on the partof the Secretary, but because he believed 
it to be far more economical to employ regular troops than 
mounted mititia— the only description of force to which the De- 
partment could recur—the first cost of which, besides the waste, 


was, by the reports to this House of the lasi session, at leastsix |: 
for one, besides the loss of horses and waste of military. stores, i 


and the embarrassment caused in the movements of thearmy. 
The dread of the Florida war was so great that recruits could 
not be fuund to fili the ranks of the army. This bill proposed 
a certain bounties on enhsiments for the war, but further than 
* that no additional expense would be incurred, inasmuch as the 
. officers wou!d be temporarily drawn from the army. 
Mr. K. would take advantage of the occasion to an- 
gfweran inquiry of the honorable gentleman from Massachu- 
setts—whether, if this bill passed, any further appropriation 
than what wae asked jor by the Committee of Ways and Mea::s 
„a Would be required to carry it imo effect? He understood that 
„tuch was not the intention of the Government; but should the 
` pillnot pass, a further appropriation would probably be re- 
quired to meet the additional cost of a volunteer force of mount- 
ed militia. 

Mr. K. would say a few words in relation to the armed 
occupation bill, which it had been his duty to report from the 
committee—that this bijl was no novelty in the Listory of the 
country; tha’ it was based en principles sanctioned throughout 
our whole history,and more parucuiarly adopted in the settle- 
ment of Kentucky and ‘Tennessee; with this difference, that we 
sould supply the settlers with provisions and ammunition for a 
cortain specified time, but incurring no other expense; and if 
by these means we could render the settlers as efficient in occupy- 
mg the country, and thus wreating it from the Indians, as troops 

uld do, it did appear to him, that the plan recommended itself 
by ite economy as well as its efficacy. 

Mr. McKAY alluded tothe charge, mate -n yesterday against 
“ame of the Government officersin Fluri‘a, and contended that 
sucha moe of attack was extremely unfair, as there was no 
opportauity fer the persons accused: to explain, or vindicate 
thanselves in any manner whatever. 

He contended ihat the Administration party in the. House had 

in no instance refused to vote for a proper investigation into 
alleged abuses, when resolutions¢or the purpose were worded 
ina proper way.. But sometimes such resolutions were 80 
worded, that they could not be voted for by the friends of the 
Administration. “For instance, there was the resolution recent- 
ly offered by the gentleman from Virginia, LMr. Borrs,) in 1e- 
lation to the case of Lieutenant Hoce. Instead of that being a 
simple call for information, along preamble was affixed to it, 
inrelation to * Northern men with Southern principles,” and 
much more such matters, ao that, with such a preamble, no 
friend of the Administrativn could vote for the resolution, 
without ceneuring hime:If, and the party to which he belonged. 
If gentlemen wonld simply call for information without any 
such objectionable appendages, they would never have cause 
to complain of a want of co operation on his part. 
Mr. McK. then, at some length, took a review ofall the cir 
cumstances connected with the increase of the army, and 
showed from documentaary evidence, that propositions for the 
increase ofthe army, instead of coming fromthe Administra- 
tion party, had been made by the Opposition themselves. 

The remarks of Mr. McKay will be given in full here- 


r. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means | Mr. Jones} whether the sum of three hundred 
thousand dollars intended to be appropriated by this amend- 


ment was intended to apply to a bill (not yet before the House) || 


authorizing the President to raige s:xteen hundred men in addi- 
tion to the present existing standing army? ! 

Mr. JONES of Virginia could scarcely be heard in reply; 
buthe was understood to say that there wasa communication 


on this subject from the Secretary of War, which would give ! 


the information desired by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
Thecommunication was inthe committee room, and could be 
gent fur in few minutes. / 

» Mr. ADAMS wished, he said, to have that question setuled 
before deciding whether he could vote for this appropriation or 

“not. The bill which authorized the President to raise sixteen 
hundred men contained no appropriation. ae 

« Mr. JONES could not see, he said, how an appropriation 
-could be made in this bill sor a force not yet raised, and to 
authorize the raising of which there was, as yet, no Jaw in ex- 
istence. 

“Mr. ADAMS said he then understood the chajrman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means as stating that he did not un. 
derstand that this sum of $300,000 was to be applicable to the 
law providing for an additional force of 1,600 men; that waa te 
say, that if that law should pass, (containing, as Mr. A. had 
stated, no appropriation, it must be provided either by the bill 
aow before the committee, or there must be another appropri- 
-ation made. 

Mr. JONES understood this to be an appropriation of $300,000 
to carry out existing laws ofthe land; and that whether the ad- 
ditional force contemp'ated in another bill were raised or not, 

this sum would be required for the particular service to which 
* it was designed to be applied. 
i ion A. referred to, and read passages from the act of July, 
£36, etc. 
yi [Here the document above alluded to, from the Quartermas- 
ter’s Dopartnent, in relation to the estimate required for ser- 
wiceg in Florida, was read.] 

Mr. ADAMS was not yet satisfied, he said, that this sum of 
of $300,000 might not be expended in part by the President for 
this new corps. He did not, however, say that such was the 

i ; but, in the uncertain shape in which the matter now 
he should fee} compelled to vote against it, This he 


ii sumed in Committee of the Whole, tl 
+; amendment appropriating ¢800,C00 for the suppression of Indian 
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would not do, if he could consider the appropriation as confined 
toexpenditures which had been incured. The billto raise the 
additional force he regarded as an act for the continuation of 
the Florida war; and if he bad not entertained that opinion be- 
fore, he should certainly have formed it after listening to the 
Temarks made yesterday by the Delegate from Florida, (Mr. 
Downinc. J He(Mr. A.) was not for carryingon that war; he 
was for briacing it to anend: and he believed the President had 


i Nin his power, withone quarter part of this appropriation, to 
; Close the war to-morrow, and the 


: that power every day and year since the war had first 


President had possessed 


broken out. 


Mr. A. then proceeded to speak of the two reperts which had 
been made by the majority and minority of the Committee on 
the Militia; the latter, he said, he had read with pleasure, 
but not so the former, 


And he would proceed to give his rea- 


sons. 

The CHAIRMAN having here announced the hour of half- 
past tw: 

The House took a recess until 4 o’clock. 

EVENING SESSION. 
After the recess 
The consideration of the Army appropriation bill, was re- 
he question being on the 


hostilities in Florida. 


Mr. ADAMS continued his remarks in favor of closing : 


the war forthwith, which he contended the President 
could do if he chose, with one. quarcer of the appropri- 
atien asked for. He went at much length into an exami- 
nation ofall the circumstances attending the prosecution of the 
war, and concluded by urging the adaption of mild inatead of 
forcible and vindictive measures. 

Mr. BOTTS then took the flsor, and moved that the committee 


rise. 

On this motion tellers were ordered, when no quorum voting, 
the committee rose, and that fact was reported to the House. 

Mr. WISE moved to adjourn, which motion was decided in 
the negative, by yeas and nays as follows—ye«s 37, nays 105. 

A quorum now appearing, the House went again into commit- 
tee, and Mr. Botts commenced his remarke. fie had not pro- 
ceeded more tian five minutes, when it being obvious that a quo- 
TUM was nat present, 


Mr. TALIAFERRO moved that the committee rise, which | 


motion prevailed. 

Mr. STANLY moved to adjourn, which motion was nega- 
tived—yeas 31, nays 52. 

Mr. DANA moved a call of the House; which motion was 
also negalived—yeas 44, nays 46 


The motion to adjourn was then renewed, and rejectcd as 


follows: yeas 39, nays 63. 

Mr. DANA rene wed his motion for a call of the Wouse, and 
the yeas and nays being ordered, were, yeas 70, nays 39. 

So the call was ordered. 

Mr. WISE moved toa<journ, and the yeas and nays being or- 
dered were, yeas 40, nays 75, Bo the House refused to ad- 


į; jown. i 
The Creek then called the roll, after which 324 members an- 


swered to their names. 


A quorum now being present, all further proceedings in the ; 


call were dispensed with. 

The House then went again into committee, and Mr. BOTTS 
resumed aud continued his remarks until half past ten, 

The committee then rese for wantofa quorum. 

Mr. WISE moved to adjourn; but the motion was negatived: 
yeas 24, nays 62. s 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi moved a call of the House, 


~ which was ordered. 


Mr. MONROE moved to adjourn, which motien was nega- 
tived by tellers, as follows—ayes 30, noes 62. 

The roll was then called, when 103 members anawered to 
their names. 

The doors were then closed, and excuses received for the ab- 
sentees, until 

On mouon of Mr. WISE, 

At hai past eleven o’clock, the House adjourned--yeas 42, 
nays 40, 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnesbay, July 15, 1840. 

Mr. PIERCE, from tne Cummittee on Pensions, to which was 
-referred the petition of Wilfred Knott, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof; which was greed 10. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. Wir- 
Liams, wasconsideredand agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
communicate to Congress, as early as may be at the next ses- 
sion, a list or the officers of the navy of ihe United States, de- 
noting the periods of their admission into the public service, 
the dates of their present commissions, and the time of their 
actual service at sea, and at yarda, stations, and hospitals, in 
separate columns, since January 1, 1824. 

PENSION BILLS. 

The following bills from the House, to wit: Acts for the relief 

of John England, Catharine Allen, Phebe Dickinson, John 


Keeler, Elizabeth French, John H. Geénther, William A. Cud- 
| aeback, Sarah Oakley, Reuben Murray, Jacob Adams 
| Joseph Bailey, 


John Latham, James Phelps, Conra 


Widiig, Elizabeth Case, administrator and heirs of 


i Jehn Lindsey, administrator of Lamech Bianden, heirs of 


Michael Seitsinger, Ann Bloomfield, Benjamin Mitchell, 


| James Deatly, David Mellon, Mary Hunter, Mathew Wiley, 


James J. Coffin, George Morries, Peter Headrick, Job Wood, 
Fielding Pratt, Samuel B. Hugo, Levi Johnston, Neil Shannon, 
Martha Strong, Asenath Campbell, Thomas Wilson, William 
Poole, Myron Chapin, Joseph W. Knipe, Simon Knight, Robert 
Lucas, Wilfred Knott, Joho Davis, Samuel M. ar James 
Bailey, William Sloan Levy M. Roberts, Thomas Collins, Hi- 
zam Sauls, John H. Lincoln. Nathaniel Davis, Barton 
Hooper, fsaac Justice, Samuel Brown, Lieutenant John Ali- 


son, Jabez Collins, Hugh Davis, Elijah Foochee. Thrusten Cor- į 


nell, James Smith, Robert Whittel, Lyman N. Cook, Benja- 
min McCulloch, John Lybrook, Christian Brougher, John Pi- 
per, James Curnminge, William Butterfield, John Brown, Da- 
vid Wilson, Isaac Austen, Elijah Biodget, Stephen Appleby, 
Isaac Boyd, William Glover, Nathan Baldwin, James Boy- 
lan, Wiiliam Neil, Charles Risley, George Hommill, 
Helen Miller, Robert Frazier, James Flennng, which were 
severally reported by the Committee on Pensions unfavorably, 
were taken up, and their further consideration indefinitely poste 


poned, 


527 


arns bill for the relief of Josiah Strong, was laid on the 


On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the relief of Jo- 
seph M. Hernandez was ordered to be engrossed, 

The bilis for the retief of the following persons were taken up 
as in committee of the whole, and were ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, to wit: forthe relief of William Rand. Ja+ 
cob Beeker, Mary Snow, Mary Preuyman, Elizabeth Davidson, 


Margaret Jamison, Erastus Pierson, heirs ef Le d 
r Y + onar 
Smith, Philip Hartman; James i Fiancher, William 
Andrews, Chauncey Rice, Seneca Rider, Sylvester Tif- 


tany; el Pariana, Meda! Cook. Pe 
eardsley, Peter A. Myers, Daniel W. Going, Wili 

Gideon Sheldon, Jared Winslow, Lyman Bristol, and Thomas 
Bennett, were considered as in committee of the whole, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. , 


The above bills were sub ird ti 
finally. eee. sequenuy read a third time, and 


On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the bill fo i 
seph M, Hernandez was read a third time, Senet: eee 
The billto incorporate the late banksof the District of Co- 
Inmbia was taken npon its third reading, and after some re- 
marks from Mr. MERKICK, in opposition to the bill, and Mr. 


CLAY of Alabama in favurofi oy 
say ier U; t, it was lost—ayes 16, noes 20, 


YEAS—-Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Buchanan, C ; 
bama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, King, Nicholas, Rone Bains 
geon, Tallmadge, White, Williams, Wright, and Young—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clayton, Dixon, 
Henderson, Hubbard, Knight, Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton 
Pierce, Porter, Preston. Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Connecti 
cut, Smith of Indiana, Tappan, and Wall—20. s 

Mr. PRESTON then moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the bill was negatived, and the mation to reconsider wag 
advocated by Messrs. GRUNDY, WRIGHT, CLAY of Ala- 
bama, and ANDERSON. and opposed by Messrs, MERRICK, 
SMITII of Indiana, PHELPS, anid DIXON. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he wished to make some remarks on 
this question, but asthere was important Executive business, 
he would, with the consent of the Senate, move to postpone the 
further consideration of the subject till tomorrow. 

The Senate then went into Executive session, 

And afterwards adjourned. 


ae meee 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, July 15, 1840. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. STANLY, pursuant to notice, moved to 
amend the same by inserting therein the reasons 
offered by him on yesterday morning, for asking 
leave to be excnsed from voting on the motion to 
suspend the ru'e for the purpose of receiving the 
resolution of Mr. Cyapman, in relation to tbe en- 
listment of colored persons in the army and navy. 

After some debate of a colloquial character the, 
question was taken on the motion to amend, by 
yeas and nays, and negatived as follows—yeas 23, 
nays 120. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN asked permission to make 
a report from a select committee, of which he was 
chairman; but it was cbjected to, and the House re- 
fused to suspend the rules for the purpose. 

Mr. POPE asked the cons-nt of the House to 
take up the bill regulating the mileage of members 
which had been returned from the Senate amended. 

Objections having been made, 

Mr. P. moved to suspend the rules for the pur- 
pose of considering said bill, atid called for the 
yeas and nays, which were refused. 

The question was then taken by count, and re- 
sulted—yeas 43, nays 114. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. J. W. JONES asked permission to lay be- 
fore the House a communication from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in relation to the present con- 
dition of the finances, for the purpose of having it 

rinted. 

Mr. PROFFIT objected, but subsequently with- 
drew his objection; when 

The communication was laid before the House, 
and, without being read, was ordered to be printed. 
To which communication the following statement, 
showiog the condition of the Treasury, was ap- 
pended, viz: 

Statement ef receipts and expenditures from January 

1 to July 1, 1840, as ascertained and computed. 


ter W. Bhort, Ichabod 


RECEIPTS. 
From customs . - - $6,940,000 
Lands - - - - 1'680,000 
Miscellaneous - - - 40,000 
$8,660,000 
[Those for the last quarter are taken 
from the ranning account, and for 
June mostly estimated] 
From the issue of new Treasury notes 1,836,009 
Made available, and collected from 
indebted banks - - e 585,885 


Aggregate  - $11,089,694 


Te CTD 
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IL TRIPLETT then took the floor, and made 


EXPENDITURES. 
Excluding trust funds, the funded 
debt, post office, and redeeming 
Treasury notes 


- $10,036,364 


Fended debt - - - 8,233 
Redemption of Treasury notes, in- 

cluding principal and interest, as 

carried on the books - - 2,964,710 


—_— 


= $13,009,307 


Apparent aggregate 
Deduct amount of notes com) uted to 
be redeemed in 1839, but not car- 
ried on the books until 1840 


460,000 


—_ 


- $12,549,307 


Real aggregate as computed 


The difference between the actual receipts and | 


and expenditures has been paid out of the available 
balance on hand at the beginning of the year. 
SUMMARY STATEMENT. 
Probable deficiency of receipts in du- 
ties in 1840, arising from conti- 
nued suspension of specie pay- 
ments and commercial embarrass- 


Mr. W. THOMPSON rose only to do justice 
to a gallant and honorable man—Gov. Call. Al- 
though the gentleman from Virginia did not charge 
that gentleman with any thing wrong in relation to 
the permit which was granted by Gen. Jackson to 
purchase negroes from the Indians; yet such a con- 


struction might be put upon the gentleman’s re- 


marks. Gov. Call had no interest whatever in 
that transaction, nor any agency init further than 
this: he happened to be in Washington, and on the 
application of two friends in Florida of as high 


character as any there or elsewhere, he obtained | 


the permission for them to do what they had a 


; right to do without such a permit. 


Mr. T. further said, that the fact of claims for 
indemnity for fugitive slaves were not made before 
the fund for that purpose was disposed of, does not 
taise even a presumption that such claims were un- 
just, most of them being cases where the slaves 
have run away to the Indians since; and as to those 


` of an anterior date, the country has been in all the 


confusion since of a state of war. 

After Mr. WISE had concluded, 

Mr. KEIM took the floor; and in the most point- 
ed manner replied to the sarcasms of Mr. ADams on 
yesterday, in his attack and criticism on the report 
of the Committee on the Militia, some notice of 
which will be given hereafier. 

The hour cf half-past 2 o’clock having arrived, 

The House took its usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, 

The Committee of the Who'e resumed the con- 
sideration of the army appropriation bill; the ques- 


tion pending being on the amendment appropriating | 


$300,000 for the suppression of Indian hostilities in 


, Florida. 


menis - - - - $2,000,000 
Probable deficiency of receipts aris- 
sing from new judicial decisicns on 
on the tariff - - - 500,000 
Probable deficiency in receipts from 
lands - - - - 750,000 
Whole amount of deficiency - 3,250,000 
Add what is due from banks, being 
still contingent as to its payments, : 
iacluding principal and interest - 2,900,000 
Whole sum, in estimated receipts 
considered doubtful - - 6,150,000 
This may be met by the Treasury 
note bill to the extent of its means 5,000,000 
Balance left - - 1,150,000 
Add probable excess of expenditare 
out of old appropriations tor Flori- 
da war, Indian treaties, &c. - 1,750,000 
Probable excess of new appropria- . 
tions beyond annual estimates ~ 1,500,000 
Leaving to be provided for on all ac- 
counts -~ - - - 4,400,000 
But if no excess of new appropria- 
tions is intended to be made, de- 
duct - - - - 1,500,000 
So, if the new appropriations shall 
be reduced below the estimates, to 
the extent of the balance, deduct - 2,900,00 


Leaving, in that event, no balance to be provided 
for. 
The debts due from the banks being also equal 


to about the same amount, no new means furnished 
for that wili probably be used, if the banks season- , 


ably pay all which is dae from them. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES the House then 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole cn 
the state of the Union [Mr. Evans of Maine ın the 
chair] resumed the consideration of the bill making 
appropriations for the support of the army for the 
year 1840; the pending question being on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Jones of Virginia to amend the bill by 
adding thereto an appropriation of 300,000 for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities in Florida. 

Mr. WISE then took the floor and spoke for 
three hours in a general review of the circumstances 
which, in his opinion, led to the commencement of 


Mr. KEIM being entitled to the floor, resumed 
his remarks in reply to the illnatured criticisms of 
Mr. Apams on the report of the Militia Committee 
in favor of the plan of the Secretary of War for a 
reorganization of the militia. 

Mr. K. after defending the language of the report 
as strictly correct, proceeded to notice more parti- 
cularly an objection of Mr. A. to a certain Latin 
phrase used in the report, He proved to the mem- 
ber that in objecting to the words, he had been at- 
tacking Cicero himself, for the phrase in the report 
ws a literal quotation from that illustrious man. 
Mr. K. then favored the hypercritical gentleman 
with the chapter and line where the words weye to 
be found; and having done so, said he would leave 
him and Cicero to settle the matter between them- 
selves. 

Mr. K. then proceeded to say that he did not set 
himself up as a rhetorician. He was content with 
using plain Janguage, and did not care so that it 
could be understood by those by whom it was de- 


© signed to beread. He had never wasted his days 


the war in Florida. In the course of his remarks he | 
replied to some portion of the speech of Mr. BUTLER | 


of Kentucky, on Saturday last, in relationto the | 
Mr. W. also descanted | 
at some length on the qualities of the blood hounds, | 
which the people of Florida had procured from | 
In the course of his speech Mr. W. al- | 


Swartwout Committee. 


Cuba. 
luded to the purchase of negroes from the Iudians 
_in Florida, and in connection with that, referred to 
the permit given by President J ackson to General 
Call, in the application of the latter to trade for 


negroes, 


and nighis in abstract studies. He had never at- 
tempted to trample on any one, nor would he suf- 


, fer any one to trample on him with impunity. 


He had no objection to any attack, provided it was 
done on the principle of courtesy, and in accor- 


` dance with those rules which characterize order. 


But when the attack assumed the appearance of 
malignity, he would repel it in the manner which 
it deserved. Aftersome further remarks, Mr. K. 
in avery severe manner, proceeded to show that 
the language of the repo:t was correct, by are- 
ference to the work of Mr. Apams himse!f ou rhe- 
toric. (Mr. A. to all appearance, did not listen to 
this cutting reply with much patience, for he was 
ecnstantly asking to explain, and kept jumping up 
and down like the key of a piano.) 

Mr. K. was shorty aftecwards calied to order by 
the Cmar, on the ground that a reply to literal 
criticism was not relevant to the subjeet before the 
committee. 

Mr. K. submitted to the decision of the Cuair, 
but thought it strange that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts had not been called to order when 
he was making the attack. 

Mr. ADAMS then made some brief remarks, by 
way of rejoinder, in the course of which he gave 
Mr. K. full credit as a gentleman of high literary 
standing, and was glad that the affluence which the 
gentleman enjoyed was so liberally devoted to the 
patronage of the fine arts, 


| 


| ton, Banks, 


Mr. TRIPLETT then took the floor, and made 
some general observations in relation to the plan 
of the Secretary of War for a reorganization of the 
militia. 

No other member rising to speak, the question 
was then taken on the amendment appropriating 
$360,000 for the suppression of Indian hostitities 
in Florida, and was agreed to. 

Mr. CARTER of Tennessee moved to amend by 
inserting an appropriation of $10,000 for the con- 
struction of a brass bomb howitzer, or the principle 
of the invention of J. W. Cochran, under the direc- 
direction of the Secretary of War. 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. A. McCLELLAN moved to amend by in- 
serting the following: “For indemnifying Jobn L. 
Cline for the amcunt of a judgment recovered 
against him for acts performed in the execution of 
his official duties, while in the service of the United 
States, $642 07. 

Mr. McCLELLAN observed, that the reason 
this claim had been delayed so long was, thata 
promise bad been made by the chairman of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, to report a bill for the 
satisfaction thereof. As that gentleman had omit- 
ted it, he (Mr. McC.) conceived it his duty to offer it 
as an amendment to the present biii. He then 
gave a detailed statement of the circumstances of 
the cass, and trusted there would be no objection to 
its recepiion. 

The CHAIR, however, ruled the amendment as 
out ot order. 

On raction of Mr. JONES, the committee then 
rose and reported the Dill to the House with two 
amendments. 

Mr. RAMSEY then rose, and said, that however 
anxious he would otherwise have been to speak on 
this bill, the advanced period of the session admo- 
nished him that there was no more time for de- 
bate. He therefore moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

The call for the previous. question was then se- 
conded, put, and carried, and the main question or- 
dered :o be now taken. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio asked that the question 
might be taken separately on each amendment; 
which was ordered. 

And the first amendment—to wit, that which ap- 
propriates the sum of $19,765 for repairs of arse- 
nals damaged by storm and fire—was concur- 
red in. 

And the question then being on concurring with 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union in the amendment appropriating 300,000 
dollars for the suppression of Indian hostilities in 
Florida— 

Mr. MASON of Ohio asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and beng taken, were—yeas 
123, nays 23, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, Ather- 

Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Briggs, 
Brown, Burke, Bynum, Calhoun, Wiliam B. 
Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Ciark, 
Chifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, 
Cross, Cushing, Dana, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, 
Dellet, Doan, Dromgonie, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Evans, Fine, 
Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
Goggin, Hand, John Hastings, Hawes, Hill of Virginia, Hillen, 
Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, 
William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John 
W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Lewis, 
Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Miller, Monroe, Montgomery, Newhard, Nisbet, Osborne, 
Parrish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Preatiss, Ramsey, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Robinson, Edward Rogers, Russell, Ryall, 
Saltonstall, Samuels, Shaw, Sherard, John Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sinart, Sumter, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, Francis Thomas, P. F. Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, 
David D. Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Watterson, 
Jobn White. Jared W. Williams, Henry Wiliams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Wise, and Worthington—123. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bond, Coles, Cranston, Edward 
Davies, Edwards, Gates, Giddings. Goode, Wm. 8. Hastings, 
James, Lincoln, Mason, Calvary Morris, Rariden, Ridgway, 
Simonton, Slade, Tillinghast, and Lewis Williams—23. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

And the question then recurring on ordering the 


bill (as amended) to be engrossed for a third read- 


Albert G 


ing— 

Mr. LINCOLN said that, having voted against 
the amendment, and being disposed to vote for the 
pill notwithstanding he had done so, he would ask 
the yeas and nays; and they were ordered, and, be- 
ing taken, were yeas 150, nays 0. 


| 
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i: Ne. 33. 
viag been ordered to a third reading, 

The bull was read a third time and passed. 

On motiea of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 
rales were suspended, and the House again re- 
solred itself into Committee of the Whole oa the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Dromcoote in the chair.) 

Mr. EVANS moved that the committee proceed 
to the consideration of the bill to provide for the 
ex sof making an exploration and sarvey of 
the Nort eastern boundary. 

(Mr. E. ander leave, said the bill would not oc- 
capy five minutes. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the commit- 
we 


So, ba 


| 
|; 
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adjourn, e'c. it might have been received and or- 
dered to be printed. 
_ Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS then renewed the mo- 

tion to adjourn; and it was negatired. 

Mr. STANLY moved a call of the House, which 
was not ordered. 

‘The motion to adjourn was then renewed, but 
without success. 


Mr. WISE said, asthe House persisted in its | 


refusal to adjourn, he would renew the motion for 
a call of the House. ‘It was evident that Miss 
Fanny Elssier was far more popular with the majo- 


© rity than the business of the country; and if the call 
. were ordered, he would suggest that the Sergeant- 


to the consideration of the bill making | 


appropriations for the current expenses of the Io- | 


dean 
ueaty stipelations with certain Indian tribes. 

The question was first taken on the motion of 
Mr. Evans, and, by ayes 72, nves 73, it was re- 
jected. 

The commitiee then took up the bill commonly 
known as the Indian Appropriation bill; which was 
read by sections. 

The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
mesas (Mr. Jongs] introduced a number of inci- 
dental amendments from that committee; which 
were agreed to without debate. 

Mr. CUSHING moved an amendment appropri- 
ating $5,000 for the purpose of holding treaties 
with the Lake and other Norihwestern tribes of 
Indiaas to procare the cessation gf subsidies au- 
naally paid to said Indians. 

After some remarks from Messrs. CUSHING 
ani VANDERPOEL, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia raised the question that 
the proposition was not in order—not being to car- 
ry ont any existing treaty or law. 

The point of order was not pressed; and, the 
question being taken, the amendment was re- 


Mr. WICK offered an amendment (based, he 
said, on an estimate furnished individually to him 


by the War Department) appropriating $3,000 to |, 


pay the expense of holdiag a council with the Mi- 
ami tribe of Indians, with a view to the extinction 
of the great Miami Reservation in Indiana—the 
amouat to be expended or not according to the dis- 
cretion of the President. 


amendment was rejected. 

Mr. JONES also moved an amendment, to come 
in at the end of the bill, appropriating $45,000 to 
defray the expenses of removing the Winnebago 
Indians from Wiskonsin over the Mississippi, and 
for the erection of a gristmill, &. 

This amendment was debated by Messrs. 
JONES, EVANS, and BELL, the latter of whom, 
at 8 o'clock, not being willing to address the few 
members who had not left the hall, moved that the 
committee rise; which motion prevailed, and the 
committee rose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Elections, asked leave to present the report 
of the committee on the New Jersey contested elec- 
tion case, with a view of having it printed. 

Messrs. PROFFIT, STANLY, BELL, WISE, 
and others, objected; ani after several ineffectual 
atiempis by Mr. CAMPBELL to explain that the 
reception of the report would not occupy more 
than two minutes, he moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. WISE moved to adjourn; which motion was 
negatived—yeas 33, nays 61. 

After an ineffectual motion for a call of the 
House, 

Mr. WISE appealed to the chairman of the 
Committee of Elections as to the propriety of post- 
poning the presentation of the report until to- 


morrow. 
Mr. CAMPBELL replied that he could not con- 
"sent; and at the same time expressed his surprise at 
the opposition to the reception of the report, as in 
ofte-twentieth part of the time wasted on motions to 


Department, and for carryisg into effect the | 


I| Military Affairs, 


at-Arms be directed to gota the theatre, where, no 
doubt, the delinquents would be found. 

The question on ordering the call was then taken 
by tellers, and resulted—ayes 40, noes 46. 

So the call was not ordered. 

Several members then simultaneously moved an 
adjournment, which motion prevailed; and at 9 
o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 

Tavesnay, duly 16 180, 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented resolutions of the 
council of the third municipality of the city of New 
Orleans, against the extension of the limits of the 
port of New Orleans, which was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. - 

On motion by Mr. LINN, the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the Committee on | 


Commerce, 

On motion by Mr. LUMPKIN, the Committee on 
Manufactures, 

On motion by Me: PIERCE, the Committee on 
n 


a 
On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN; the Committee 


‘on Foreign Relations, were severally discharged | 


from the further consideration of the various sub- 
jects heretofore referred to and not acted on by 
said committees. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred, on the 24th December last, 


| a report from the Secretary of the Treasury, on the 
| the daily emp'oyment of the persons connected 
| with the collection of the customs, reported the letter 
Some remarks were made by Messrs. WICK, | 


PROFFIT, RARIDEN, and others, when the | 
|! they might be printed; which was ordered. 


of the Secretary, and an abstract of the amount of 
tonnage entered in each district, with a request that 


[The report was made in compliance with the 
following resolutions, submitted by Mr. Davis, 
and passed by the Senate April 19, 1838: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to cause, for the term of one year, each 
officer employed in the collection of the customs, 
to keep a daily account in writing of th: time he 
is actually employed in the public service, each 
and every day, and what his employment each 
day is, stating the same so much in detail as to 


exhibit a clear and intelligible account of all his - 


services from day to day. 

Resolved, That such memoranda as is made by 
each and every officer shall be quarterly sworn to, 
as a fall, just, and complete account of the ser- 
vices actually rendered, and the time actually 


spent by him in public employment. 
|" Resolved, That the memoranda of each district 


be embodied together for the use of Congress, and 


| that the Secretary add to it the amount of tonnage 
| entered, cleared, or owned in such district, with 
i thétamount of fevenue collected therein, and the 
| expense of collecting the same, showing what each 
| officer receives for all such services. 


Resolved, That where any officer dis harges, or 
claims to discharge, the duty of more than one 
office, his sefvices in each shall be distinguished 
as well as his compensation. 

In regard to the report, the Secretary says: “It 
comprises at least twenty thousand pages foolscap 
writien matter. Is is estimated they -would fill 


10,000 ociaye pages, OF 20 volumes of 500 pages | other mineral regions, 


: of their value. 
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each, piiated. In manuscript they will fill six 
boxes, containiag on an average six to eight cubic 
feet each.” 

The resolution to print the report of the geologi- 
ca! and mineralogical survey of the mineral region 
of Iowa and Wiskonsin was taken up, and 

Mr. TAPPAN spoke in favor of the printing. 

Mr. DAVIS said that, although he had not ex- 
amined the subject thoroughly, he had looked at it 
enough to know that the printing would be a pretty 
heavy job. The report itself was voluminous, and 
lithographing the drawings would be very nearly, 
if not quite, as expensive as engraving. The 
whoie expense, Mr. D. had been told, would pro- 
bably be $15,000 or $20,000. And within the last 
two days there had been a proposition to supply 
the Treasury with $4,000,000, in addition to Trea- 
sury notes already granted, Under al! these cir- 
cumstances, he hoped the Senator from Missouri 
would consent that this should lie over till the next 
session, especially as many more important ob- 
jects must so lie, from the state of the Treasury. 

Mr. LINN admitted that there was mach force 
in the statements of the member from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Davrs,] but the estimate he made of the 
sum of money necessary to have this work publish- 
ed, was certainly much too high. Instead of its 
costing fifteen or twenty thousand dollars, he did not 
think it would require as many hundreds. Bat 
even if it did, and mach more, it would be the 
cause of bringing into the Treasury hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, from the knowledge it would 
give tothe world of the great mineral wealth of 
these public lands, and the consequent enhancement 
Mr. L. said that he had an oppor- 
tunfty of conversing often with gentlemen engaged 
in mining operations, both in this country and in 
Europe, who said, with great emphasis, “prove to 
us that the geological siructare and mineralogical 
affinities of your mineral country are the same, or 
similar to the great lead region of England, and we 
will have the greatest confidence in its resources, 
and without fear invest capital in your mines.” It 


| is a litle remarkable that Mr. Owen’s report 


| the world; 


| proves concl 


` gical characier” 
| svrveyed district, 


usively this resemb!ance; and with per- 
mission of the Senate, he read the outlines of the 
report, as given by Mr. Owen himself. . 

1. An inspection of the chapter on the “geolo- 
andon the “lead mines” of the 
will show its close resemblance, 
both in the character of its rocks and in its geologi- 
cal position, to the celebrated mining district of the 
north of England, the most prodactive lead region 
in the known world. 

2. The chapter on the “Statistics of the lead 
mines” affords proof that even under the numereus 
disadvantages to which this American lead region 
has hitherto been subjected, it probably produces, 
at this moment, nearly as much lead as the whole 
of Europe, with the exception of Great Britain 
alone; and that it has indisputable capabilities of 
prodacing as much lead as all Europe, Great Bri- 
tain included. 

3. The cHapter on copper ore, and the appended 
analysis, prove that the copper ore of Wiskonsin 
is richer and more valuable than the copper ore of 
Cornwall, the greatest copper districtin Europe or 
exceeding that ore in its yield, by from 
one fifteenth to one-third; and that this ore is found 
in abundance and can be raised with the same ex- 
pense as lead one. 

4. That zinc is also abundant, and the zinc 
ores of excelleat quality. 

Thus, that the materials for the manufacture of 
brass exist in profusion over the district. 

5, That iron ore, equal in quality to the Ten- 
nessee ores, is found throughout the district in such 
quantity that iron works to any desirable extent 
might profitably be established there. 

And, upon the whole, that the district sarveyed 
is one of the richest mineral regions (compared i0 
jts extent) yet known in the world. f 

The chapter on soils also shows that, unlike most 

it is fertile, and capable ot 


yielding to ths farmer a liberal reward for his 
labor. _. 

This report of Mr. Owen, was made in pursuance 
toa resolution of the House of Representatives 
passed on the 6th of February of the last session, 
and is in the following words: i 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be prepared and presented 
to the next Congress at an early day, a plan for the 

disposal of the public mineral lands, having refe- 
-tence as well to the amount of revenue to be de- 
rived from them and their value as public property, 
as to the equitable claims of individuals upon them; 
and that he at the same time communicate to Con- 
gress all the information in possession of the Trea- 
sury Department relative to their location, value, 
productiveness and occupancy: and that he cause 
such further information to be collected, and sur- 
veys to be made, as may be necessary for these pur- 
poses. l 
In pursuing the wishes of the House, considerable 
expense had already been incurred, which would 
be Jost unless this document was given to the world. 
Mr. Owen had pursued the subject with ardor, zeal, 
and with a critical and scientific eye. He with 
much care collected, arranged, and marked speci- 
` mens of the various ores found on the public lands 
surveyed by him. So that a person desirous of 
eommencing mining operations can call on the 

Commissioner of the Land Office and find the quar- 
ter section marked on the ores; this will greatly fa- 
cilitate bim in him in his researches, made with a 
view to a perminent location. The publication of 

this report will unfold one leaf of the vast volume 
of wealth the God of heaven had bestowed upon 
the magnificent valley of the Mississippi, and pay 
back to Europe a small portion of the great literary 
debt we owed thatcontinent. It would be republish- 
ed there, and sought for by the scientific inquiring 
and emigrating portion of the community. He 
said he was aware of the embarrassed state of the 
Treasury, and was admonished by it of the ne- 
cessity of economy in the public expenditures, 

But the printing this document, he believed most 
‘sincerely, would have the effect of replenishing, 
instead of exhausting it. He hoped, therefore, the 

Senate would order its publication, and give the 
superintendence of it to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, as he was very desirous to 
“have it made public for the benefit of the country 
and national domain. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he had great confi- 

dence in the views and opinions of the Senator from 
Missouri. But there appeared to be no certainty of 
the extent of the expenditure. One Senator set ii 


down at $15,000 or $20,000; another atso many | 


hundreds; and a third at not more than considera- 
ble. Under these circumstances, and considering 


paper money of its own, Mr. H. expressed the hope, 
that the resolution would lie over till the next ses- 


‘sion. 

Mr. ALLEN spoke in favor of now adopting 
the resolution, and insisted that the wants of the 
Treasury was a strong argument in favor of it, for 
it would bring money into the Treasury. 

Mr. LINN read the resolution of the House of 
Representatives, by which this survey was ordered. 
The Commissioner of the Land Office, he said, was 
often called on for'this kind of information; and it 
was important that he should be able to present it 
in a ready and convenient form. 

Mr. WALKER said he had examined the docu- 
ment with some care, and he had risen from its pe- 
rusal with feelings of pride, astonishment, and de- 
light. No document could be more useful, and it 
would be published and republished throughout 
Europe. It was due to the West that it should be 
published. 

Mr. DAVIS again urged that the delay till the 
next session would be short, and that, considering 


the state of the Treasury, it ought to lieover. He 


moved its postponement till the next session. 
Mr. CALHOUN also spoke in favor of post- 
poning it, and of rigid economy in every depart- 


ment. 
Mr. KNIGHT said: Having had some experi- 

ence in the examination of the cost of engraving 

maps and drawings, I have come to a different con- 


|; printing of memorials, reports, &c. many of which 
` ought not to be printed. But he thought this work 
' ought to be published. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


that the Government was compelled to resort to y 


` till the next session was negatived as follows: 
gles, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Tallmadge, and 


| of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
| Knight, Linn, Mouton, Norvell, Robinson, Smith 
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clusion as to the amount of the cost of engraving 
than that expressed by the Senator from Missouri. 
Iam of the opinion that it will cost nearly as many 
thousand dollars as the Senator supposes it will 
cost hundreds. But if it is to be printed, we should 
leave it with the Secretary of the Senate to make a 
contract for the engraving on such terms as he 
shall deem best. By so doing we shall save a large 
sum that otherwise will be expended. 

I should like to have a greater number of copies 
printed for the use of the Senate than the resolu- 
tion proposes, so as four or five copies might be 
distributed to each Senator for the purpose of dif- 
fusing the information it contains more generally 
among the people. If the document contains the 
valuable information represented, we ought not to 
hide it under a bushel, but publish it for the use of 
our citizens. As to the want of money in the 
Treasury that has been suggested, I conceive it to 
be of little consideration. We can issue a few 
more Treasury notes, and print it now as well as 
at the next session. 

Mr. LINN admitted that the privilege of printing 
had probably been abused, and he would aid in 
correcting it at the next session, by reducing the 


TON, CALHOUN, and GRUNDY, and advo- 
cated by Messrs. LINN and HUBBARD; and laid 


on the table. 
FLORIDA WAR. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the bill providing 
for enlisting 2,500 volunteers to serve for two 
years in the Florida war, was considered, and or. 
dered to be engrossed. 


EXCHANGE OF FOREIGN BOOKS. 

Oa motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the joint resolution 
providing for the exchange of extra copies of books 
in the Congress Library, and of public documents, 
for those of foreign countries, was taken up and 
considered. 

Mz. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, moved to amend the resolution by an appro- 
priation of $500 to effect an exchange of certain 
weights and measures with England, France, Rus- 
sia, and Holland. Negatived by ayes 9, noes not 
counted. 

The resolution itself was then rejected by ayes 9, 
noes not counted. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

The Senate again proceeded to consider the bill 
to continue the corporate existence of certain banks 
in the District of Columbia, the question being on 
Mr. Preston’s motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was rejected. 

Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the Senate at 
length in favor of the motion, and was replied to 
by Mr. MERRICK. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. PHELPS, 
GRUNDY, MERRICK, WALKER, HUNTING- 
! TON, and DAVIS, the question was taken on re- 
considering the vote, and it was negatived—ayes 
18, noes 21, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Henderson, King, Nicholas, Roane, Strange, 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, Williams, Wright, 
and Young—18. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clayton, Davis, 
Dixon, Hubbard, Huntington, Knight, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Merrick, Norvell, Porter, Phelps, Ro- 
binson, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Indiana, Tappan, Walker, and Wall—21. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported the bill making appropriations for the 
army for 1840, with sundry amendments; which 
were ordered to be printed. | 

The bill providing for the enlistment of 2,500 vo- 
lunteers to serve in Florida, was read a third time, 
and passed. . 

Mr. MERRICK presented a remonstrance of 
citizens of Washington to the passage of the bill 
for the renewal of the charter of the city of Wash- 
_ ington; which was ordered to be printed. ° 

Mr. WHITE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolution for the exchange of do- 
cuments was defeated. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


Mr. Davis’s motion to postpone the subject 


YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Davis, Huntington, King, Lumpkin, 
Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, Prentiss, Roane, Rug- | 


White—18. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay 


of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, and 
Wall—18. 

Mr. DAVIS moved to amend the resolution by 
requiring that the work should be done under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Senate, (as usual,) 
and on the most favorable terms. 

This amendment, after a few remarks from 
Messrs. TAPPAN, DAVIS, and LINN, was re- 
jected as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Hun- 
tington, King, Knight, Lumpkin, Merrick, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Tall- 
madge, White—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Linn, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Norvell, Roane, Robiason, Smith of 
Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Wall, Wright—24. 

Mr. DAVIS now moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, and it was so ordered as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Huntington, King, Knight, 
Lumpkin, Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Roane, Ruggles, Tallmadge, White—19. 

-NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
Linn, Mouton, Norvell, Robinson, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall—17. 7 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuourspay, July 16, 1840. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina asked the 
consent of the House to make a report from the 
Committee of Elections in relation to the New Jer- 
sey contested election. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS objected to the recep- 
tion of the report. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved a suspension of the 
rules; andon that motion demanded the yeas and 


EXANDRIA. 
Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill making provi- 
sion for ascertaining the wishes and will of 
all the people of the District of Columbia, 
not within the limits of the city of Wash- 
ington, in regard to their being retroceded 
to the States of Maryland and Virginia re- 
spectively: read, and ordered to a-second read- 
ing. 


nays. 

The CHAIR informed the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Campsxtt] and the House, that the 
question pending when the House adjourned on 
yesterday evening, was the motion to suspend the 
rules for the reception of the report. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired of the Cuaig what was 


BUSINESS OF CONGRES3. x 
the regular business in order during the morning 


Mr. LINN, by consent, introduced a joint reso- 
lution (and obtained its immediate consideration) 
providing that, after six days in the second session 
of any Congress, now and hereafter, the bills, &c. 
acted on and decided by either Huse, and remain- 
ing untouched or unfinished on the table of the 
other House, should be deemed so far valid, and 
should be acted on precisely as if there had been no 
adjournment. 

This resolution was opposed by Messrs. BEN- 


our. 
The CHAIR replied that reports would be in 


order. 

Mr. BELL said he had not the slightest objection 
to the reception of the report in its order; but he did 
object as proposed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said it was the object of gen- 
tlemen to suppress the report in the hands of the 
committee; and it was with that view they oppose 
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the reception. If the rules were not suspended, 
some other report would be interposed, and a de- 
“baie would be gotten up for the purpose of staving 
off the reception of this report, and thereby to de- 
feat any action upon it this session. That was the 
real intention of gentlemen of the Opposition, what- 
ever might be their professions. 

Mr. RIVES said he hoped the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. BELL, ] and the gentleman from 
Vermont, (Mr. Everetr,}] would withdraw their 
objection, as it was merely the wish of the com- 
mittee that the reports should be received and or- 
dered to be printed, and made the special order fcr 
a future day. 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose to a point of order. He 
contended that the report should be received as a 
matter of right. It was a privileged question: one 
involving the right of members to seats, and the 
rights of asovereign State to be represented on 
this floor. It was therefore in order. to report at 
any time. ; : f 

The SPEAKER was of the opinion that it was 
not a privileged question. It was a regular report 
of a Committee on Elections, and could not be re- 
ceived out of its order, except by a suspension 
of the rules. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina said he 
differed with the Speaker, and coincided with 
the opinion expressed by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Perrixin;] and, notwithstanding he 
had moved a suspension of the rules for its recep- 
tion, and wished that motion to be decided, he did 
not wish to be understood as yielding th2 opinion 
of his right to make the report as a question of 
privilege; and should the House refuse to suspend 
the rules, he would then insist on the question of 
privilege. 

The SPEAKER said the question would be 
taken on the motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. CRAIG demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved a call of the House, 
and on that motion he asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, were, yeas 
53, nays 87. 

So the House refased the call. 

The question then recurred and was taken on 
the motion to suspend the rule, and resulted as fo!- 
lows: yeas 115, nays 64. 

{The Whig party voted against the suspension 
of the rules for the reception of the report; or, in 
other words, to suppress the report, and thereby 
evade the vote on the question this session. ] 

So (there not being two-thirds voting in the affir- 
mative) the rnles were not suspended. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE then obtained the floor, but. 


yielded it to 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, who said 
that he had two reports from the Committee of 
Elections, invo!ving the rights of members to seats 
on this floor, and he submitted that the question 
was one of privilege, and that, as such, it was enti- 
tled to precedence over all other business. 

The SPEAKER decided that a report from the 
Committee of Elections was not a question of pri- 
vilege; and supported his opinion by reference to 
the case of contested election from the State of Mis- 
sissippi, which occurred at a former Congress, by 
which it would be seen that the House could not 
have so considered ita privileged question, as it 
was determined that it required a vo'e of two- 
thirds to make that case the special order for a 
particular day. 

From this decision Mr. CAMPBELL of South 
Carolina took an appeal. ` . 

_Mr. STANLY made some remarks in opposi- 
lion to the reception of the report—a report of a 
enon which nobody, he said, cared any thing 
about, 

Mr. McKAY hoped the gentleman would with 
draw the appeal, and a majority of the House 
ceuld refuse to go into committee; and if the gen- 
tlemen of the Opposition did not interpose ques- 
tions which would give rise to debate, the report 

would be reached in the course of the day. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said his duty to the country 
and a respect for the rights of the claimants, would 
hot permit him to take any ceurse which might de- 
Jay or defeat action on the subject, 


The appeal was spoken’ to briefly by Messrs. 
CAMPBELL, STANLY, McKAY, and CUSH- 
ING. 

When Mr. TURNEY moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked the yeas and nays on or- 


: dering the main question, which were ordered; and, 


being taken, were—yeas 124, nays 66. 

[The Whigs voted against ordering the question 
to be put; and thus staving off the question.] 

So the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. i 


whether certain members from New Jersey, whose 
names he had heard read, (Messrs. Dickerson, &c.) 
had a right to vote. In the early part of the session 


it was decided that members from New Jersey | 


could not vote in their own case. 


The CHAIR was understood toreply that they — 


had the right to vote on the appeal. 


The SPEAKER said that the Clerk stated he 
could not find such a decision as the gentleman 
had reference to. It was probably before the or- 
ganization of the House, when it was decided that 
neither party were entitled to vote. g 

Mr. ADAMS. I am not responsible for the 
making up of the journal at that time, or any other. 
I state the fact, however, that such a decision was 
made. 

Mr. STANLY inquired whether, if he waived 
the question now, with a view to go to the regular 


` business of the country, he could bring it up to- 
Mr. STANLY raised the question of order, ` 


morrow. 
Tne SPEAKER replied that it would be too late. ‘ 
Mr. STANLY then said he must insist on the 
decision of the appeal at this time. After a few 
remarks, in which Mr. S. expressed his own opi- 


‘ nion to be that these gentlemen ought to vote, but 


The question then recurring “Shall the deci- |, 


sion of the Cram stand as the judgment of the 
House?” 


Mr. PROFFIT asked the yeas and nays, which ‘| 


were ordered. 


And the Clerk having called that portion of the | 
roll which includes the names of members com- ` 


mencing with C— 


Mr. STANLY again rose, and inquired whether i 
certain members from New Jersey had a right to | 


vote, 

The SPEAKER said the proper time to raise the 
question would be when the callof the roll was 
completed. 

The roll having been called through— 

Mr. STANLY raised the question of order, 
whether Messrs. Dickerson and Co. were entitled 
to vote? 


The SPEAKER said that this was a mere pre- | 


liminary question of order as to precedence of bu- 
siness, and not a question affecting the personal 
rights of the members alluded to. 

Mr. STANLY. Does not this question of order 
affect their rights? ý 

The SPEAKER said that the interest which the 
New Jersey members had was, whether they were 
entitled to seats or not. 


business; and the Crair, not seeing that they had 
more interest in that than any other, was of opinion 
that the gentlemen were entitled to vote. 

Mr. STANLY appealed from the decision, and 


; submitted to the Cran that the House had already 


decided this question. 

The SPEAKER asked the. gentleman to specify 

when, 

Mr. STANLY said he did not exactly know. 

Mr. ADAMS. There was such afdecision. The 

question was raised during the time that I was in 
the chair. I decided then that the members from 
New Jersey had a right to vote, the question of in- 
terest, as I expressly stated at the-time, being, not 
their individual interest, but the interest of their 
constituents. The House reversed my decision, 
and the gentlemen were not permitted to vote; and 
now, whether this be a preliminary question or not, 
when I am called upon to vote, I shall vote accord- 
ing to the principles I then assumed, and not accord- 
ing to the decision of the House. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired of the Carr whether the 
result of the vote would be changed by the ad- 
mission or rejection of the votes of these gentle- 
men? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Some delay took place in looking for the record 
of the decision, during which, , 

Mr. STANLY expressed himself willing to 
waive his right to the floor, if the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means would consent to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. ' 

Mr. JONES (though the question was one of 
great importance, involving the rights ofa sovereign 
State, and rights of members to seats, and did not 
wish to procrastinate action) did not yield to the 
suggestion. 3 

After a few moments— 

Mr. ADAMS said that there must bea record of 
the decision, os 


The question now before | 
the House was a mere question of precedence of | 


l 


| House than any other person. ) 
| sider them so entitled, he would sustain the deci- 


said that he was desirous that the House should 
abide by its own decisions, he asked the yeas and 
nays on his appéal; which were ordered. 

‘Mr. VANDERPOEL demanded the previous 
question; and there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

And the main question, “ Shall the decision of 
the Craik stand as the judgment of the House?” 
was then put. g 

Previous to the announcement of the vote, 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky rose and said that he 
had at first voted in the affirmative—but that he 
would change his vote on the ground that these 
gentlemen were no more entitled to seats in this 
If he could con- 
sion of the Cairn. As it was, however, he could 
not do so. 

Mr. MONROE rose and said that for the same 
reason he would chan e his vote. 

And the votes of both gentlemen were recorded 
accordingly. 

The SPEAKER then announced the vote to be: 
yeas 125, nays 38. 

So the House sustained the decision of the Crair, 
by which it was declared that Messrs. DICKERSON 
and Co. were entitled to vote. 

The SPEAKER then announced the vote on the 
original appeal taken by Mr. Campvrtt of S. C. to 
be: yeas 88, nays 95. DA i 

So the House reversed the decision of the Crain. 
And it was thus declared that the question of a re- 
port from the Committee of Elections was a ques- 
tion of privilege, and entitled to: take precedence 
over all other business. ivy l 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina . then 
made a report in the case of the New Jersey con- 
tested election—moved the printing of the report, 


| evidence, &c. and that it made the the special order 


of the day for Saturday next. And Mr. C. de- 
manded the previous question. oe : 

The report of the minority of the committee con- 
cluded as follows: ee es ae 

“Thus it appears the result of ‘this investigation 
has been to increase the majority of the five claim- 
ants who received the greatest number of votes 
from the whole State, and the committee recom- 
mend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Perer D. Vroom, PHILEMON 
Dickerson, WiLLtam R. Coorer, Dax: B. Ry- 
ALL, and Josern Kirle, are entitled to occupy, 'as 
members of the House of Representatives, the five 
contested seats from the State of New Jersey. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, on leave, presented 
a report from the minority of the said committee, and 
moved the printing. 

[The minority report was of great length. - The 
minority believe that three of the Whig contestants 
were (from testimony which they produce in their 
report, and which the majority of the committee 
did not believe competent testimony) entitled to 
seats, though they conclude their report without 
recommending by resolution any action on the con- 
clusions to which they came ] : 

Mr. PROFFIT inquired of the chairman of the 
Committee of Elections [Mr. CAMPBELL] whether 
the evidence was a part of the report. 

Mr. CAMPBELL was understood to say of 


Mr. PROFFIT. Then I call for the reading of 
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the majority and minority reports, and all the testi- 
mony. [It would have taken the Clerk three days 
to read all the testimony which the committee had 
acted on, and which formed the basis of the conclu- 
sions in the report, and which was already printed, 
ander the direction of the committee, by authority 
of the Hase 

Mr. CAMPBELL submitted, as a question of 
order, to the Crair, that the gentleman had no 
right to have these papers read on a question of 


The SPEAKER said he would decide that point 
after having ascertained whether there was a se- 
eond to the demand for the previous question. 

_ Mr. FILLMORE suggested to Mr. CAMPBELL to 
inclade ia his motion to print, the journal of the 
committee. i f 
suggestion having been acquiesced in, 
(though Mr. Camesett remarked that the journal 
had already been printed,) 

The SPEAKER put the question on the de- 
mand for the previous question. And there was a 
second, 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

Several members of the Opposition here ob- 
jected to making the resolutions accompanying the 
report the special order for any day, when 

Mr. FILLMORE asked that the question might 
be taken ely—first on that part of the mo- 
tion which proposed to print the two reports—and, 
secondly, on that part of it which propoced to 
make the subject the special order for Satarcay 
And the division was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE also asked for a separate 
question on the motion to print the journal; which 
was algo ordered. 

Mr. PROFITT then inguired of the Cuar if it 
bid ag order now to call tor the reading of the pa- 
per: 

The SPEAKER said that it was. 

Mr. PROFFIT. Then I cali for the readiog of 
every word, syllable, and letter. I am ready to 
take the responsibility of the motion. But I first 
make the offer to the chairman of ths Committee 
of Ways and Means to waive the matter for the 
present if he is willing to go into comm t ee to 1e- 
sume the consideration of the appropriation bill; 
or take up any other public business which the 
chairman might prefer. 

Mr. JONES returned no answer, and several 
Administration members objected. They were op- 
posed to suppressing the printing of the report, and 
opposed to the attempt to get rid of the question 
by indirection. The reading progressed for about 
half an hour, when : 

Mr. BOTTS said if the reading of the testimony 
was persisted in, no other business could be done 
this session. 

Mr. DAWSON of Georgia proposed to go into 
committee on the Indian appropriation bill. 

Mr. PROFFIT assented. But a number of Ad- 
ministration members, again objecting, said that they 
were opposed to sacrificing the rights of a sove- 
reign State, and to suppressing the truth. 

Mr. STANLY rose to inquire who objected, in 
order that the country might know which party 
was responsible for the delay of public business. 

Mr. BEATTY of Pennsylvania rose and said 
he objected; and, speaking in an angry tone, said 
the gentleman could turn his notice to bhim. He 
wished the people of the country to notice which 
party wished to smother the truth; which party it 
‘was that called for the reading of a mass of printed 
testimony for the purpose of consuming the time of 
the House, and thereby defeat the motion to print 
the reports to which this testimony was appended, 

the reading of which was called for bya Whig, 
and the reading of which was insisted on by a 
Whig, unless the Administration party would so far 
forget right and jastice as to agree that it should 
not be printed, and that no action should be had 
upon it this session. If the gentleman wished to 
save the time of the House, why did he not agree 
to the motion of the chairman of the Committee of 
Elections, to lay the reports on the table for the 
present, for the purpose of having them printed, 
and to make the subject the special order of the day 
for Saturday, when the members will then have 
Sead the report and testimony, and be better pre- 
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pared to act upon the question, if indeed they are 
not sufficiently informed from what has been 
already read. 

Mr. STANLY made some reply of an offensive 
character. 

The reading proceeded for some time longer. 

Mr. HAWES appealed to the gentleman from 
Indiana to withdraw his demand for the reading of 
the volume, and let it be printed; but the appeal 
was in vain. 

At fifteen minutes past two o’clock, Mr. FILL- 
MORE rose and appealed to the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. Prorrit] to dispense with the further 
reading. - This was no time to go into this matter. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he had not forced this 
question upon the House; the House had done so 
by its own decision. He wished the reading to 
proceed. 

Mr. MEDILL, in the course of the reading of 
the report of the minority, was surprised at its 
extraordinary character; said it had never been 
submitted or read to the majority in committee, 


and that it contained falsehoods. 


TheJCierx proceeded in the reading of the re- 


| ports until 2} o’clock, at which time the House 
| took a recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 
After the recess, 
The CLerx resumed and concluded the reading 


| of the majority and minority reports of the Com- 
| mittee of Elections in relation to the New Jersey 


contested election; when ; 

Mr. CAMPBELL, the chairman of the commit- 
tee, wished to inquire of the SPEAKER whether he 
could not modify his original motion, so as to print 


| only the majority report and the journal. He had, 


in the morning, at the request of a member, inclad- 
ed the minority report in his motion to print; but 
after hearing it read, he could not sanction the 
printing of such a document with his name. It 
contained. things which were not matters of fact— 
were untrue. 

_ The SPEAKER said that the gentleman had the 
right, provided the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. 
Prorrit,] on whose motion the reading was or- 
dered, yielded the floor. 

After some debate of a conversational charac- 
ter, Mr. Paorrit yielded the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL then modified his motion as 
above, not being willing to sanction the printing of 
such a document as the minority report, by his 
name; and the question being on the printing, on 
which the previous question had been ordered, 

Mr. ANDREWS wished to know— 

Several members here called Mr. A. to order. 

Mr. ANDREWS in a very loud voice exclaimed, 
“I am in order.” 

(Cries of hurra, well done ANDREWS.) 

Mr. CLARK of New York made some remarks, 
in which he complained that the chairman of the 
Committee of Elections had first entrapped the 
House into ordering the previous question, under 
a motion to print both reports, and having secured 
the previous question, he now wished to leave out 
the minority report. 

Mr. MEDILL, with much vehemence of gesture, 
‘rose and repelled the charge that the House had 
been “entrapped” in any way. The House had 
not been entrapped, and the charge wasa vile 
slander upon the House and the majority of the 
committee. ; 

Mr. ANDREWS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the previcus question had been seconded; 
which motion was rejected. : 

Mr. PROFFIT having withdrawn the metion 
to read the volumes of testimony accompanying 
the reports, i 

The question then being on the motion to print 
the majority report and the journal of the com- 
mittee, 

Messrs. RICE GARLAND and FILLMORE 
made each a ech on what they termed 
tyranny on the part of the Cuair. in applying the 
question of reconsideration on the second to the 
previous question, instead of the previous question 
itself. It subsequently appeared, however, that the 
Cua had been misunderstood. 

. The question was then taken on a motion of Mr. 
G. to reconsider the motion by which the previous 


question had been ordered, and was negatived by 
yeas and nays, as follows: yeas 65, nays 80. 

The question then recurring on the modified mo- 
tion of Mr. Campseut to print the majority report 
and journal, 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, in a very violent 
manner, was proceeding to give his reasons why 
he wished to be excused from voting, and de- 
nounced the modification of the motion, etc. as 
fraud and chicanery; when he was loudly called to 
order by the SPEAKER, and by members from 
various parts of the hall, 

The CHAIR said the gentleman’s language was 
an imputation upon the House, which was out of 
order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL desired the member from 
Kentucky to know that such language would not 
be permitted out of the House, neither would it be 
suffered in the House. The character of the report 
of the minority was not known when he consented 
to include it in his motion to print. 

(Much confusion here arose, and it was some- 
time before order could be restored.) 

Mr. HOLMES appealed to the House; ia the 
name of fifieen millions of freemen, to know 
whether such proceedings should be suffered. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND said Mr. Homes did 
not represent fifteen millions of freemen. 

Mr. HOLMES rejoined, that he was sure, in 
condemning such disorderly proceedings, he was 
speaking the sentiments of every lover of decorum 
in the country. 

The question then being taken on the first branch 
of the motion of Mr. CampPBELL, viz: on printing 
ihe majority report, it was agreed to, as follows— 
yeas 172, nay 1. 

The question then being taken on agreeing to the 
second branch, viz: the printing of the journal of 
the committee, it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 154, nays 18. 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved the printing of the 
minority report. 

Mr. RAMSEY demanded the previous question, 
phony was seconded, and the main questisn was or- 
dered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
print the minority report, and decided by yeas and 


nays, as follows—yeas 102, nays 68. 


So the minority report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JAMESON then moved the adoption of the 
resolution accompanying the majority report, as 
follows: see preceding column: 

Mr. J. then moved the previous question. 

Mr. FILLMORE wished to inquire whether, 
when the House was acting in its judicial capacity, 
the operation of the previous question would be to 
prevent the contestants from speaking at the bar of 
the House on their case. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
operation of the previous question weuld be the 
same in this as in all other cases. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a call of the House, and 
on that motion made some brief remarks in favor 
of allowing the contestants an opportunity of being 
heard at the bar of the House. 

Afterseme vehement vociferation on the part 
of Mr. MONROE, which set the House in a roar 
of laughter, 

_ The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
BRIGGS for a call of the House, and it was nega- 
tived—yeas 68, nays 75. 

Mr. BOTTS wished to know if it weuld be in 
order to submit a resolution permitting ‘the claim- 
ants to appear at the bar of the House, 

The CHAIR replied in the negative, as such a 
resolution could not be entertained until it should 
be ascertained whether there was a second to the 
demand for the previous question. 


Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina wished the 
gentleman from Missouri would withdraw the mo- 
tion for the previous question, and let the report be 
made the special order for Satarday or Monday. 

Cries of No, no, from many; the question has 
been discussed for months; every one understands 
it. The interest of the people requires that the 
House should act without delay. If the subject 
were discussed for months, no gentleman coal 
come to a more correct conclusion than he bas: al- 
ready arrived at, There is no time for delay: The 


reports of the two commiitees have been read to 
the House. The committee have been for months 
examining the testimony and determining upon the |, 
same. Their report fs right. 

Mr. JAMESON would not withdraw the motion !' 
fer the previous question. | 


The previousqoestion was then seconded, and — Williams, 


the main question ordered to be put—yeas 101, : 


nays 85, as follows: 
YEAS—Meears. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, . | 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. j 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampeon H. Butler, Bynum, | 
Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Crary, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, Doan, Doig, ; 
Dremg Dancap, Earl, Bastman, Ely, Fisher, Floyd, For- 
nance, Galbraith, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, | 
Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Hook, Hubbard, Jackeon, 
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, - 
Jchn W. Jonea, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, : 
Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, March: ‘edil!, Mil 
ler, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel 


Parrish, Parris, ter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, 
Reynolds, me ward ers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, ' 
Alberts Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, . 


Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Philip 
F. Jacob Thompson, Tumey, Li eee David D. | 
Wagener, Waterson, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wil- 
liams, and Worthington—101. 
NAYS—Messcs, Adame, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, | 
Baker, Bell, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, John 


Campbell, W. B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Caittenden, Clark, | 


J. Cooper, Mark A. Coo 


r, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curti: 
Cushin, Garret Davis, Dav È 


weon, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Ed- | 


warde, Erans, Everett, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, | 
G h Goggin, Goode, Graham, Green; Grinnell, William © 


: aws, Hill of Virginia, Hop 

shall, Lincolo, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, 
Morgen, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet; Osborne, Palen, Pope, 
[a I, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Balton. 
stali, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Tiltinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 

wood, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis i 
L. Williams, and C. H. Williams—85. 


the resolution appended to the report of the ma- 
jority, 


ins, Hunt, Kemp- 
Monroe, | 


t 
{ 
| 
| 
l 


l The question now recurring on the adoption of . 


{ 
i 
1 
| 
| 


Mr. ANDREWS, for reasons assigned by him, | 
asked permission to be excused from voting; and | 
the question being on granting leave, it was de- | 


cided in the affirmative. 
Mr. EVERETT asked to be excused, for reasons 


i 
| 


which were read to the Hous; and on that motion | 


he asked the yeas and nays; which having been | 


ordered, were--yeas 70, nays 100. 

So the House refused to excuse him. 

Messrs. BRIGGS, ADAMS, LINCOLN, L. 
WILLIAMS, DAWSON, MONROE, WADDY 
THOMPSON, POPE, CAMPBELL of Tennessee, 
BOND, SERGEANT, CUSHING, POFFIT, 
CALHOUN of Massachusetts, BELL, SALTON- 
STALL, SLADE, DAVIS of Kentucky, STAN- 
LY, EVANS, ALFORD, BOTTS, HILL of Vir- 
givia, RARIDEN, OGLE, JOHNSON of Mary- 
land and FILLMORE, successively rose, and 


esked to be excused, or said that they wouldre- | 


fase to vote for various reasons, such as that they- 
had not heard the volume of testimony read; that the 

parties had not been heard at the bar of the House; 

and that they could not sufficiently understand the 

merits of the question from the reading of the re- 

ports of the minority and- majority of the committee. 

The House refused those who made such a request, 

and did not compel those who said (regardless of 

the rales) that they would not vote. The excuses | 
are of too great length for this day’s paper. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina said, as 
the burden of the excuse seemed to be that the 
gentlemen did not sufficiently understand the sub- 
ject conscientiously to vote, he would, to afford 
gentlemen an opportunity to read the reports which 
had been read at the table, and ordered to be ` 
Printed, move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. PROFFIT and many of the Whigs objected, 
and Mr. P. demanded the yeas and nays; which 
ae ordered, and were—yeas 34, nays 107, as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Boyd, A. V. Brown, William O. Butler, By- 
num, Calhoun, John Campbell, Chapman, Coles, Curtis, 
Davee, Davies, Dawson, Edwards, Fornance, Galbraith, 
John Hastings, Hook, Hopkins, Lewis, McKay, Marvin, 
Montanya, Petrikin, Starkweather, Stuart, Sumpter, Taylor, 
Francis Tho Jacob Thompson, Underwood, David D. 
Wagener, Warren, and Christopher If, Williams—34. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alford, H. J. Anderson, Atherton, Bankes, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Blackwell, Boud, Botte, Briggs, Albert G. 
Brown, Burke, Carr, (Casey, Chinu, Chittenden, Clark, Clifford, 
Connor, Craig, Cranston, John Davis, John W. Davis, G. Davis, 


j 


‘ 
li 


Dennis, Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, 


Evans, Fillmore, Fisher, Floyd, Rice Garland, Gates, Goggin, 
G » Green, Grinnell, Hammond, Hand, William 8. hast! 
ings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hubbard, Hunt, 
itary James, Jameson, Joseph Johhson, William Cost 
ohnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W., Jones, Kemble, Kemp- 


shali, Leet, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, Mallo: M 
Mason, Medill, Morgan, Newhard, Ogie, Osborne, Boma Pee 
menter, Parris, Paynter, Pope, Prentiss, Proffit, Rameey, Rari- 


den, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rives, Edward Rogers, Russell, 


| Samuels, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 


Steenrod, Swearingen, 


Sweney, Phili i 
Triplett, eTrumbuli, J, Philip F. Tho: Tolan 


t, 8 iTurney, Edward D. White, Wick, Jar. 
W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewi 
and Worthington—107. >? Ooy Wiliams, Lewis 


[It will be perceived, by reference to the yeas 


and nays above, that, although the Whigs com- 


plained that they could not vote, because they had 
not been afforded an opportunity to read the tes- 
timony, (which was printed, and ready to be laid on 
the table,) they voted against the adjournment. 


That is, all those who voted for the adjournment, | 
i (which would have afforded an opportunity to read 
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certain banks in the District of Columbia and to 
prevent the circulation of the notes of uvinoorpo- 
rated associations within the said District,” appeo- 
ved March 3, 1817. This law takes away the tights 
of the whole, to give privilegesto a few to found a mo- 
nopoly. This monopoly has fallen by the expiring of 
the law. This abridgment of the rights of the whole, 
can no longer aid the defunct banks. They 


: can no longer discount as a chartered company. 


Why then should individuals be prohibited within 
the ten miles square, from doing what individuals 


; every where else may do? Why should they bs 


the testimony,) with the exception of ten, were De- `: 


cai, ; mocrats. The motion to adjourn compelled the | 
W. Morris, Newhard, _ House to vote immediately on the adoption of the 
‘ resolution.) 


Mr. HAWES and Mr. TRIPLETT asked to 


'! be excused, bat the House refused to excuse them. 


The question now being on the adoption of the 


i résolution reported by the majority of the commit- 


tee, (declaring those who were now holding seats 
as Representatives from New Jersey, were entitled 
to said seats, ) 

Mr. EVANS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which, having been ordered, were—yeas 101, nays 
22; just a qaorum, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Bynum, John 
Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Cannor, 
Craig, Crary, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. Davia, 
Doan, Doig, Dromgeole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Hammond, John 


Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, - 


Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph John- 
son, Uave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lucas, McCulloh, McKay, 
Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, 
Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, Samuel, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Tay- 
lor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jaceb Thompson, 
Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthington—10). 

NAYS—Mesers. Botts, Bri Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cranston, Fillmore, Goggin, Green, Hawes, 
James, Mason, M Onl 
man Smith, Thomas W. Williams, 
liame—22. , 

So the resolntion was adopted. 

Before the fesult was announced, 


Mr. McCLELLAN of Tennessee said he had, 


| afew minutes before the vote was taken, stepped 


out of the House, and did not return uatil after his 
name was passed.. He asked permission of the 
House to allow him to vote. He wished to vote 
for the adoption of the resolution. Several mem- 
bers objected, and Mr. M. was not allowed to 
vote, 

[It would be proper to state that when the roll 
was first callei, several of the Whigs only voted, 


| and finding that the Democratic vote was not suf- 


ficient to constitule a quorum, some of those who 
said that they could not votefor or against the reso- 
lation, without doing injustice to.one set of claim- 


ants er t e other, or doing violence to their con- | 


science, recanted for the purpose of making a 
quorum, and voted against the resolution, viz: 
Messrs. POPE, OGLE, HAWES, FILLMORE, 
BOTTS, and BRIGGS.] 

On motion, the House, at a quarter past nine 
o’clock, p. m. adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
: Fripay, July 17, 1840. 
Mr. WALL asked the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to introduce a bill, entitled “An act to re- 
move restrictions upon discounting notes, and other 
securities in the the District of Columbia.” 
Perhaps it was not generally known to the public, 


| or even to Congress, that there exists a prohibition 
| in the laws of Congress, against any unchartered 


banking company, or any association, partnership, 
or company of individuals, within the District of Co- 
lumbia, discounting any notes, or other securities, 
for the payment of money, under a penalty of not 
less than $100, and not more than $500; and all 
such, discounted contrary to the provisions of the 
said act, are declared utterly-void, This extraordi- 
nary annihilation of the rights of the many for the 
benefit of the few, is to be found in the 29 and 31st 
sections of “An act to incorporate the subscribers to 


organ, Ogle, Osborne, P Ridgway, Tru- - 
4 Ey and doen È Wil- 


deprived of using their money or funds as they may 
see proper in disceunting notes, or other securities. 
for the payment of money? In my opinion, :the 
prohibition shoeld fall with the monopoly. It was 
designed for the benefit of the banks, and rights 
were taken from natural persons, to vest them in 
artificial persons. The artificial persons are now - 
dead, so far as relates to the exclusive privilege of 
discounting. Is it not just and proper that thoée 
rights, thus taken for a purpose which no longer 


‘| can be reached, should be restored to those from 


| reading was required merely for reference. 


| rénce. 


whom they were taken? I therefore ask the unani- 


| mons consent of the Senate to introduce a bill ‘to 


repeal this extraordinary abridgment of the rights 


; of the natural being, for the benefit of the artificial 
; being. 


The bill which I have the honor to submit 
to the Senate merely repeals this odious, extraordi- 
nary and injudicious prohibition. I think the sub- 
ject demands immediate action. 

By unanimous consent the bill was introduced; 
and, having been read, 

Mr. WALL asked that it might have its second 
reading at that time. ' 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana asked if the secon 
d 

Mr: WALL said that the provisions of the bill 
was so simple there could be no necessity for réfe- 
He therefore desired that the Senate would 
read it a second time now for the purpose of con- 
sideration. i 

‘Mr. SMITH of Indiana objected to this, and the 
bill was read a second time, and referred tothe . 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

_ NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, on leave, introduced a bill 
authorizing the President, and appropriating 
$25,000 to explore and survey the Northeastern 
boundary between Mame, New Hampshire, and 
the British Provinces. Read twice by consent, and 
ordered to be engrossed: subsequently read a tbird 
time and passed. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana offered the following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire'into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to enable the President ofthe Uni- 
ted States to hold a council with the Miami In- 
dians for the purpose of treating for the purchase 
of the reserves held by them in the State of Indi- 
ana, should he deem it expedient to hold such 
council. NE 

Mr: S. said he would make a word of éxplana- 
tion. It was desirable that a treaty should be held 
as contemplated in the resolution; and as the Se- 
nate had decided that an appropriation by law to 
hold the same should precede the convention of the 
council, he had brought the matter to the copside- | 
ration of the Senate in the proper manner.. He 
desired the question to be submitted to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, for the purpose of enabling that 
committee to make an amendment to the bill ftom 
the House on the subject of Indian appropriations, 
which would shortly be before it. He hopéd the. 
resolution would be acted upon now. The com- 
mittee, he had no doubt, would give the subject its 
consideration at the proper time. ae 

The resolution was agreed to, and the accompa- 
nying papers referred. A oe 

On motion of Mr. MOUTON, the Committee on 
Private Land Claims was discharged from the far- 
ther consideration of sundry memorials, herétofore 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and not, 
acted on by them. ; pit 

_The diverse reports of. the Committee of Claims 
on the memorials of citizens of Jackson counly, 
Alabama, and of other citizens of Alabama, were 


ed to. En 
sar T aE Mr. DAVIS, the Committee on 


534° 


Claims were discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the petition of Alexander Jones and of a 
Senate resolution of inquiry as to improving the 
harbor of St. Louis, 

EXCHANGE OF FOREIGN BOOKS. 

The Senate took up the joint resolution (ihe re- 
jection of which had been reconsidered on motion 
of. Mr. Waite) providing for the exchange of ex- 
ira books in the Congress Library, and of public 
documents for those of foreign countries. 

Mr. DAVIS asked if the amendment offered 
yesterday from the Committee on Commerce for 
the exchange of cerlain weights and measures 
would now be in order? 

Mr. RUGGLES said he had learned that th 
amendment would not be requisite to the object 
proposed. ` ; 

The resolution was ordered to a third reading, 
and subsequently read a third time and passed. 
The vote ordering its engrossment was as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Davis, 
Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Kiog, Knight, . Linn, 
Lampkin, Merrick, Mouton, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
liss, Robinson, Ruggler, Smith of Coanecticut, 
Seuhatd, Strange, Surgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, 
Watker, and Wall—26. 

NA&AYS—Messrs.. Brown, Buchanan, Clay of 
Alabama, Hubbard, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, 
Roane, Smith of Indiana, and Williams—10. 

CHARTER. OF WASHINGTON. 


Mr. NORVELL, in accordance with a notice | 
which he had given some days since, moved to ; 


ke up the bill to alter and continue the charter of 

le city of Washington. 

Mr. MERRICK objected to the taking up, that 
the changes proposed were very important, involv- 
ing a vast amount of lights and property, and 


there could not te time at this session to give them | 


the consideration which they demanded. 

Mr. NORVELL was surprised to hear these ob- 
jectiens fall from the lips ot the honorable Senator 
from Maryland. The subject had been before that 
Sepator and his committee for several months. 
And whose fault was it that it had been so long de- 
layed? The changes proposed in the charter of 
the city of Washington were few and simple, and 
would require very little time for their considera- 
tion. The first and most important was the exten- 
sion of the right of suffrage to all free white male 


*‘ctizens of the United Siates who had re- 
sided twelve months in the city immedi- 
a‘ely preceding the election. The adop- 


tion of this principle was demanded by a due 
regard to the equal rights oi our fellow citizens, 
whether they possessed property or not. It hed 
been called for by a large and respectable number 
of the citizens of Washington, of whom many were 
wealthy property holders,such as Mr. Travers, Mr. 
Boyle, and others. Of three or four hundred peti- 
tioners, whose pames were on the memorial which 
he held in his hand, he had understood that two 
hundred and thirty were owners cf real estate. 
The idea,. however, that property alone was 
affected by the prcesedings of a city corporation, 
was prep: stercus. The liberty, interest and per- 
sonal safety of every man within its limits, 
were liable to be affected by them. No prin- 
ciple was more sacred that that of cquali- 
ty in the right of suffirsge. It cid not right- 
fally belong to property. , It attached to per- 
soss. It was the right of every citizen. It 
was too late in the day to claim property qualifica- 
tion as necessary to entitle the citizen to vote, 
whether in States or municipal corporations. This 
was not with him a party question. It was a fon- 
damental priticiple, and rose above all mere party 
views. The election by the pecp'e of magistrates 
and constables was another change proposed in the 
charter. This mode of appointing such officers 
had been successfully tried in several States. It 
secured better officers, and a greater and more 
efficient responsibility in the performance of 
their doties. A!l property qualifications in 
the mayor, aldermen, and members of the 
common council, were .also abolished. The 
power to assess and levy a poll tax, li- 
mited to one dollar per annum, was given in the 
charter, but nct as a Gualification for veting. The 
charter was limited to ten years, subject to repeal 
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or medification at any time by Congress. 
moreover proposed to modify the bill so as to au- 
thorize the division of the city into any num- 
ber of wards, not more than ten, nor fewer than 
six, to secure as Rear an approach to equality in 
the populaticn of each ward as possible. He 
should move another amendment, prohibiting the 
enrolment and registry of citizens with a view 
to the determination of the question who was or 
was not entitled to vote. Wehad all seen the 
wanton abuse of that power elsewhere for party 
purposes. 

The motion to take up the bill was carried by 
the following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bacha- | 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, | 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, | 


Lino, Lumpkin, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 


Smith of Indiana, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, | 


Walker, Wall, and Wright-—24. 

NAYS—Mesxrs. Davis, Dixon, Knight, Mer- 
rick, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Ruggles, Southard, 
and Tallmadge—10. 


Mr. MERRICK remarked, as the Senate had ` 
determined to take up the bill and apparently pass | 
it, after what he had said, he should take no | 


further notice of the bill or the amendments. 
Mr. TAPPAN: Iam sorry that we are under 


the necessity of getting through this bill without | 
| the aid of the Senator from Maryland. 
his valuable services, I fear that we shall make -: 


but Jame work of it; but we must get on as 
well as we can. ; 


Mr. T. then offered an amendment, which was / 


agreed to, requiring the elections to begin at 9 
o'clock, a.m. and close at 7 p. m. and that the 
commissioners should declare the. result of the vote 
before separating; and if the two boards should fail 
to appoint a commissioner, the electors should 
choose three viva voce, to conduct the eleciion. 

Mr. DAViS spoke sirongly against passing the 
bill at this session, on account of the great impor- 
tance of the questions involved, and the want of 
time to consider them. Mr. D. did not know enough 
abont them; and his only alternative at this time 
was, therefore, to vote against the bill. He alluded 
to and deprecated the general disposition at this time 
to regulate the affairs of the District: 

Mr. NORVELL having replied briefly, 

Mr. ALLEN said that the proposition was to 
continue the charter of the city of Washington, 
with two or three amendments, the principal one of 
which is to extend the orbit ot the elective fran- 


chise; and the question was, whether a portion of | 


the citizens who are now disfranchised, should 
have extended to them those rights which they are 
now deprived-of by a property qualification. Now 


the action on this proposition would demonstrate ` 


one fact to the country: that if in the ranks of the 
Democracy there prevailed some diversity of senti- 


ment in relation to the mode and extent of bank re- | 
form, yet on the great and fundamental question of 
the right of suffrage, there was perfect unanimity— | 


there was but one feeling—and that was to extend 
to every citizen the right of participating in the 
choice of those who were to make the laws by 
which he was to be governed. 

The amendments proposed by Mr. NorvELL 
were all agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK asked that the memorial of the 
corporate authorities of Washington, remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of the bill, be read. 

Mr. WALKER hoped that it would be read, 
and fully considered, and particularly that portion 
of the memorial which opposed the right of suf- 
frage, and advocated the government of the city 
by property alone. 

Mr. CLAY of Ala.merely wished to mention the 
fact that this was a remonstrance by the corporate 
authorities of the city of Washington, whose char- 
ter wasto be amended. They were protesting 
against several amendments which extended the 


right of suffrage, and modestly prepesed to Con- | 


gress not to give the people power to oust them 
from the power which they now hold. 
provision which seemed tobe so very objection- 
abie to them, was that giving to the people, on 


whom the'laws operate, the power cf choosing who || 


are to make them, This bill did not deprive tiese 


He ! 


Without | 


“The only | 


corporate authorities of any rights, but it conferred 


Il on the people at large rights which they did not 


ho'd under the late charter. The principles embo- 
died in this bill were such as he had ever been in 
favor of, and such as he would maintain as long as 
he continued to live. 

Mr. MERRICK then moved to lay the bill on 
the table; and, after same remarks from Messrs. 
ALLAN, MERRICK, and CLAY of Alabama, 
the motion was rejected—yeas 12, nays 26, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Hunt- 
ington, Knight, Merrick, Phelps, Ruggles, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, and White—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
i| Walker, Wall, Williams, and Wright—26. 

Mr. KNIGHT said it Congress should frame 
a form of Government for the city of Washington, 
i| it was the proper business of the citizens to investi- 
‘| gate it,and adopt it for themselves. This mo- 
del, if passed, should be exhibited to them, and 
thus Congress should ascertain whether it would 
be acceptable to them. Let them all vote even on 
' the liberal scale provided for by this bill, and if a 
majority were then against it, it ought not to be 
forced upon them. But if the majority were in 
favor of it, Mr. K. would say amen to whatever 
they would say. 

Mr. NORVELL replied that the remarks of the 
Senator would be entitled to some weight, if we 
‘| were about to form a new and fundamental consti- 
| tution for the government of a people. In the pre- 
sent case, Congress were the legisiaiors and rulers 
of the people of this District, made so by the Con- 
stitution of the United States. The proposed bill 
was nothing more than an amended charter for the 
city, and had no reference to the great principles of 
government, so gravely and tritely urged by the 
Senator. The essential principle embraced in the 
amendments, was the extension of the right of suf- 
frage; and upon that subject he should consult no- 
body. He could not mistake the rights or the 
wishes of any free people on that point. 

The bill was now ordered to be engrossed by the 
following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Wil- 
| Hams, and Wright—25. 

‘| | NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Knight, 
Merrick, Phelps, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, and White—10. 
RETROCESSION OF ALEXANDRIA AND 
GEORGETOWN. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to take up the bill au- 
thorizing the President to ascertain the opinions of 
the people of the District of Columbia, not within 
the limits of the city of Washington, as to their 
: being retroceded to Virginia and Maryland re- 
| spectively. 4 ‘ 
| “Mr. GRUNDY spoke strongly in opposition to 
the motion. 7 : 

Mr. MERRICK said the object was only to as- 
certain the wishes of the people. 

Mr. GRUNDY was apposed to any action on 
the subject. : 

The bill was taken up by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Alaba- 

i ma, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Merrick, Nicholas, 

| Norvell, Pheips, Porter, Roane, Ruggles, Smith of 
Connecticut, Southard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tap- 
pan, Walker—25. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Grundy, Pierce, Smith | 
` of Indiana, Strange, Wall, Williams, Wright—s. 
| Mr. ROANE spoke with great earnestness 
against the bill. It wasa question even whether 
|| Congress had the constitutional power to pass it, ` 
' He spoke of the great anger and excitement 
i| which had recently been manifested in the District, 
‘| and which was known to ail, and said the public 
i mind ought to be allowed time to settle down be- 
| fore proceeding at all on a measure of this kind. 


Mr. MERRICK said this measure was not the 
mere result of anger or excitement. It had been 


stated here, by a member on the other side of the | 


Hease, (Me. ‘Waner,] and it is 
Georgetown had a year ago sent 
tion to be retr 


Mr. ROANE said he had alluded alone to the 
present perturbed state of the southern portion of ' 


the District. The retrocession, it was trae, had 
been several times proposed, but was promptly put 
down; 
sober second thought of the people of the District. 
Alexandria, in her cool moments, would not re- 
ceive the proposition, 
as she was in debt. 
Mr. WALKER again urged the importance of 


the retrocession to the Government itself, and in- | 


sisted that without it the seat of Government would 
be removed. 


Mr. GRUNDY again spoke earnestly against the | 


bill. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to lay the Dill finally on 
the table, and it was so ordered, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Dixon, Falton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lompkin, 
Rugeles, 
Tallmadge, Tappan, 
Wright—25. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Calhoun, Clay of Ala- | 


and he believed it did not agree with the | 


hampered and overwhelmed | 


Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Porter, Roane, — 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Strange, 
Wall, White, Williams, and , 


well known that | 
in her cool peti- | 
| 


i 
| 


i 


i 


bama, Davis, Henderson, Knigbt, Merrick, Nor- | 
vell, Phelps, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, , 


Sturgeon and Walker—13. 
DISTRICT BANKS. 


Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of ' 


Messrs. Kurtz, Van Ness, and Bradley, presidents 
of the Metropolis and Patriotic Banks, and of the 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, 
g the continuance of their banking powers, 
and that of other banks, on the condition of their 
resuming and continuing specie payments, and con- 
cluding with the form of a joint resolation, which, 
if passed 
t. WRIGHT moved that it be referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 
Mr. , With great emphasis, 
this presenting 


by Congress, would be acceptable to them. | 


characterized | 
of the form of a joint resolution to — 


be acted on by Congress as an insult on the coun- | 


resented in this Senate. 


try rep He moved to lay it 


on the table; which motion was negatived as fol- | 


lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Linn, Lampkin, Pierce, 
Porter, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, 
Walker, Wright—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Clay of Alabama, Clay- 
ton, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Grandy, Henderson, 
Hontington, King, Knight, Merrick, Mouton, Ni- 
cholas, Norvell, Phelps, Roane, RoLinson, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Strange, 
Wall, White—25. 

Mr. TAPPAN 
been twice decided could be presented again? 

The CHAIR. Yes, half a dozen times. 


Mr. WRIGHT renewed his motion to refer the 


memoriat to the District Committee, (Mr. MER- |; 
RICK remarking that this was equivalent to laying | 


it on the table;) and it was so referred. 
ARMY APPROPRIATIONS. 


Sturgeon, Talimadge, | 
asked if a question which had 


The Senate, on motion of Mr. WRIGHT, pro- i 


ceeded to consider the bill from the House making 
appropriations for the sapport of the army for the 
year 1840. Te 

Mr. W. proceeded to offer, severally, and ex- 
plain various amendments from committee, some of 
the first of which having been agreed to without 
dissent— 


The appropriation (412,000) for the purchase of | 


an island in the Mississippi, near Fort Snelling, 


was debated by Messrs. CALHOUN, WRIGHT, | 
TAPPAN, BUCHANAN, and BENTON, and | 


agreed to by ayes 18, noes 17. 

The provision by committee, authorizing the 
President to suspend certain works at his discre- 
tion, was opposed by Mr. SOUTHARD and advo- 
cated by Mr. WRIGHT till the recess. Be 

EVENING SESSION. : 

Mr. WRIGHT explained the object of the 3d 
section of ihe amendment—which was thal, in ease 
the: means of the Treasury, from any cause, should 


' spots as 
| son, he considered it both dangerous and, under the 
| circumstances, unnecessary. 


length, 


|i very brink 


-nestness than upon the present occasion. 
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not be sufficient to meey all the appropriations 
made by Congress, the sident should be au- 
thorized to postpone thf expenditures for repairs 
and imprevements at ¢he Springfield armory; for 
repairs and improvengents at the Harper’s Ferry 
armory; for the pugchase of saltpetre and brim- 
stone; for continuing the barracks, quarters, &c. at 
Fort Leavenworfhfat Fort Wayne, at Fort Smith, 
at Platsburg, ang at Fort Jesup, or such and so 
many of them, ch portions of each, as, in his 
judgment, after dareful examination and inquiry, 
the condition of the Treasury shall demand and the 
public interests will best permit; such postpone- 
ments, in each case, to be merely temporary, or 
until the close of the next session of Congress. 

Mr. SOUTHARD opposed this amendment in a 
speech of. considerable length. He was willing to 
make the appropriation for whatever might be ne- 
cessary; but he was utterly opposed to allowing the 
matter to depend on the Executive will. It was in 
short transferring the powers of Congress to the 
hands of the Executive. It would be a step un- 
known to the legislation of any cauntry, and was 
without precedent and utterly uncalled for. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON expressed his regret that 
his health would not allow him to enter into this 
subject as fully as he desired. He condemned the 
amendment as Virtually transferring to the Presi- 
dent a power which ought never to be entrusted to 
any Executive. He did not mean to insinnate that 
the President would abuse it; but it was not proper 
to trust such irresponsible power with any man, 
however virtuous or exalted he might be. It was 
a temptation too strong. It gave the power to the 
President to select favorite objects, and at such 

best suited his inelination. For that rea- 


Mr. LUMPKIN took a different view. The 


`- discretion was limited to an intervening period,. in 
` case the money should not be in the Treasury. He 
. eould not see any alarming features in the mea- 


sure. 

Mr. WRIGHT defended the amendment at 
declaring the committee had no other alter- 
native than to make it discreticnary with the Presi- 
dent, who could best tell, from the information in 
his ession, where the expenditures might be 
suspended with least injury to the public service. ` 

Mr. SOUTHARD spoke for nearan hour against 
the amendment in ali its phases, and replied to the 
arguments of Mr. Lumrxin and Mr. Wricsr. The 
readiness with which gentlemen were. willing to 
give discretionary power to the Executive was 
matter of regret to him. “There is no danger,” 
(say genllemen.) That was the same sifen song. 
sung in Athens and Rome until liberty was lost. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON followed in some remarks. 
explanatory to Mr. Wriant.. | . x 

Mr. BUCHANAN said: It: seems we are ina: 
most delicate crisis, and that the Republic is on the 
ofruin. We are on a precipice and are 
io tumble into the yawning destruction 
beneath. We have arrived ‘at the very point in 
our career, according to the opinion of my friend 
from New Jersey [Mr: Sovrnarp] where the Re- 
publics of Athens and Rome perished; and it would 


just about 


| therefore be presumptuous in us to expect to sure: 


vive much longer. He has informed us that the 
principle 
destroyed Athenian liberty and deprived Rome- of 
her free Government. Whilst the Republic was 
thas threatened with ruin, strange to say, the Se- 
nators in fatal security sat unconcerned, reading 
their newspapers and writing their letters, ulterly 
insensible of danger. Ka ea 

And what is this great danger. I have heard 
ruin to the Republie often predicted since I came 
into the Senate; but never with more force and éar- 
But is: 
not all this “ocean into tempest wrought, to waft a 
feather cr to drown’ a fly?” What is the ques- 
tion now before the Senate? Unfortunately: we 
are very . much -in want of money, and our 
Treasury presenis, ‘a beggarly account of emp- 
ty boxes.” ,In this state of affairs,; it will 
depend upon contingencies to: which I need 
not advert, whether there will be sufficient meney. 
in the Treasury to. pay” all. the appropriations 


involved in this amendment is that which: j 
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for which we have provided. If there shou'd 
not be, what will be the consequence? Unless 
this amendment shall be adopted, the President will 
have unlimited discretion over all the great objects 
of appropriation, and he may select or reject which. 
of them he pleases. The amendment then i an 
express limitation, not an extension, of Executive 
discretion, We take up the general list of ap- 
propriations and select from it what we deem. 
to be the least important objects: and we said to 
the President, if you have not money to pay all 
our appropriations then you shall withhold it 
from thes: designated objects alone. Your discre- 
tion shall be limited, and Congress, not you, will 
decide how the money must be applied in case 
the revenue should prove insufficient to meet all 
the appropriations. Let human ingenuity turn, 
and twist this question as it may, this is the result: 
The amendment is an abridgment of Executive. 
discretion, We may not have money enough to 
accomplish all the objects provided for by law; and 
in such an event we say to th: President that we 
will designate those objects with which we are: 
willing to dispense. sai 

- And this is the whole amendment! And tbis is 
the vast stretch of Executive power which may 
destroy the Government ! The President, for ex- 
ample, in case of a deficiency of money, is directed 
to dispense with the appropriations “for barracks, 
quarters, and storehouses,” and for the purchase of 
“saltpetre and brimstone,” and. for other objects, 
which I need not enumerate, and. which are not of 
great and: pressing importance. Does not, the Se- 
nator from New Jersey peiceive that this isan ex- 
press limitation on Executive power? Without it, 
if there should not be money in the Treasury suf- 
ficient to accomplish all the objects for which we 
have provided, the President will have the unlimited 
power of dispensing with any appropriation which 
he may please. But we choose to exercise this dis- 
pensing power ourselves, and not to confer it on the 
Executive. 

It is true that we might borrow more money; 
but we think it is wiser to reduce eur expendiiures 
than to.increase our debt. If we cannot make all 
the improvements we desire, we will not trust our 
Executive agent with the discretion of roaming 
over the whole list, and rejecting such as he pleases. 
We perform this duty for ourselves by the present 
amendment, and give him his instructions. 

The Senator from New Jersey, with all his inge- 
puity, cannot make more than this out of the 
amendment. The President cannot expend more 
money than there is in the Treasury. If there be 
not:money enough for all. the objects designated in 
our jaws, without the amendment, he could divert 
this money from any one of them; and apply it to. 
another; But we say. and say very properly, that 
he shall not exercise this power. » It is much better 
that we should adopt this course, than either to bor- 
row money or trust to the unlimited discretion. 
of the Executive. KESE a G 

Mr. HUBBARD spoke for some time, and with 
much zeal, in defence of.the amendment. He al- 
Jaded to the bill which had. passed af a prior ses-, 
sion, where, at one sweep, discretion was given to 
the President to raise 50,000 men and 10,000,000 
dollars, and yet. nothing had then been .said.about. 
discretionary power. : RI ae Pray 

‘Mr. SOUTHARD drew a. wide distinction be- 
tween the time when the. country was: threatened, 
with a war with one of the most powerfal nations 
of Europe, and diseretionary power granted in, 
time of peace, when there was no necessity for it, 
and when it would be setting a dangerous precedent, 
Mr. S. said he had two distinct acknowledgments 
from the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr- 
Hessarp:] 1st. That the Treasury might be ine 
cotspetent to meet the expenditures; and 2d. ‘That, 
these items were not indispensably neccesary»: If, 
(said Mr. S.) that is the ground on which the,.‘Ber 
ator stands, I put it to him and. the whole Senate 
whether it woud, not, have been wiser- to have. 
stricken out those items than to leave the 
matter to Executive discretion? The money big 
in the Treasury, or it was. not. If it was aeon 3 
méke-the appropriation? They had no n3 res 
throw the responsibility on the President—it be 
longed to Congress. 
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Mr. BUCHANAN did not profess to have any 
wit, nor did he believe he had any; but if he had, 
be should be very sorry either “to burn or drown” 
the Senator in it. His acquaintance with ancient 
history was not such as to inform him where, when, 

- or how either Cæsar or Alcibiades had destroyed 
the liberties of their respective countries by a pro- 
vision similar to this amendment. That might be 
ewing to his own ignorance, which he hoped the 
rire from New Jersey would condescend to en- 
ighten. 

The Senator, said Mr. B. has replied to what he 
calis my wit, but not to my argument. He has 
wisely passed the latter over. What is the amend- 
ment but this? I have am estate on which I desire 
to expend $100,000 im the course of the year. I 
employ an agent to direct and superintend this ex- 
penditare. It depends, however, upon the ability 
and will of a bank which is indebted to me, 
whether I shall be able to place the whole amount 
of this sum in his hands. Under such circum- 
stances, what would 2 =: e mando? He would 
say to his agent, you suali not exercise the discre- 
tion of deciding what particular improvement you 
will arrestin case I am not able to furnish the 
whole $100,000. This discretion I shall exercise 
for myself: and in case of a deficiency of means to 
accomplish the whole, you shall apply none of my 
money to such and such improvements, which, al- 
though important in themselves, must yield to 
others of more pressing necessity and greater utili- 
ty. And, sir, this is the true natare of the amend- 

ment now befcre the Senate; and yet, strange as it 
may seem, it is strongly urged that it is an exten- 
sion of Executive discretion! This is the whole 
amendment; and human ingenuity may be defied 
to make any thing more of it. What do we say by 
the amendment, to the President? If sufficient mo- 
ney should come in, you shall apply it to ali our 
appropriations; but if it should not, you shall not 
expend any of it upon those objects of minor im- 
portance which we have designated. Itis a clear 
limitation, not an extension of Executive discretion. 

The amendment was then adopted. 

Mr. TALLMADGE offered the following amend- 
ment, and urged the importance of it to the unob- 
structed navigation of the Hudson river, and the 
preservation of the public works: 

Fifty thousand dollars, 10 be expended under the 
direction of the War Department, in continuing 
such part of the public works already commenced 
as may be most indispensable, for the improvement 
of the Hudson river above and below. Albany; in 
dredging and removing obstructions formed in said 
river near such works; in making necessary repairs 
for the preservation of the existing pablic works 
on that river; and in providing fer the care and 
preservation of the machinery and other public pro- 
perty connected with the said works. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he did not wish to be under- 
stoed as recriminating upon his colleague; bat his 
position as a member of the committee would 
compel him, whatever might be his feelings on the 
subject, to vote against the amendment. He was 
aware of the importance of this improvement, and 
of the deep interest felt in it by the people of his 
Stat; and were this amendment proposed to a bill 
making appropriations for works of a kindred 
character, he would most cheerfully give it his 
support. Bat the bill now before the Senate was 
one making ‘appropriations for the support of the 
army for the year 1840; while the improvements 
on the Hudson were of that class of works usually 
provided for in the harbor bill. Were this to be 
adopted by the Senate, he could not but anticipate 
that a multitade of similar amendments would be 
proposed, which would weigh down this important 
bill, and finally sink it. Had his colleague been aware 
of the pertinacity with which applications for similar 
appropriations had been resisted in the committee, 
he thought he would not have placed him in the 
unpleasant position of being compelled te vote 
against an improvement of so much importance to 

his State, and one in which his constituents felt so 
deep an interest. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to amend the bill by 

inserting an appropriation of $6,000 for an outfit 

for the Minister resident at Constantinople. 
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Mr. CLAY of Alabama opposed it. He said it 
was distinctly understood at the time when Com. 
Porter was raised from a Charge that there was to 
be no outfit, and he hoped that it would not be in- 
troduced in this bill. j 

Mr. BENTON and Mr. WALKER both advo- 
cated it. 

Mr. SOUTHARD did not like tle idea of mak- 
ing outfits years after the post of resident Minister 
had been created. If the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia would move to place Com. Porter on the same 
ground with other Ministers, he would cheerfully 
give it his support. He thought, at the present 
puncture, it was all-important to have a competent 
Minister at the court of the Sultan. 

Mr. BUCHANAN spoke from personal know- 
ledge of the inadequacy of the salaries to maintain 
ministers in foreign countries. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama called for the yeas and 
nays, when there appeared for it—yeas 19, nays 15, 


| as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 


| Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, | 
Grundy, Linn, Norvell, Smith of Indiana, Strange, : 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wall, and | 


White—19. 


NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Alabama, Clayton, :: 


Davis, Dixon, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, 
Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Robinson, Southard, 
Williams, and Wright—15. 

Mr. TALLMADGE now offered the following 


| amendment: ° 


“That $6,000 be expended uzder the direction of ` 


' the Secretary of War, in making the necessary re- 
| pairs for the preservation cf the public works on 


Hudson river, above and below Albany, and pro- 
viding for the care and pressrvation of the ma- 
chinery and other public property connected with 
said works.” 

- Mr. T. again pressed on the Senate the necessity 
of the adoption of the amendment. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clayton, Davis, 
Dixon, Knight, Merrick, Phelps, Robinson, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, and 
White—13. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Strange, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Wall, and Williams—2l. 

Mr. STRANGE moved to amend the bill by 
appropriating $5,000 for the purchase of a town lot 
adjoining the site of the arsenal at Fayetteville, in 
North Carolina. 

The question having been taken on the amend- 
ment, it was negatived. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to insert an ap- 
propriation of $12,000 for the purchase of an 
island at the conflaence of the St. Peter’s and Mis- 
sissippi rivers. 


This motion was debated at.some length by 


Messrs. BUCHANAN, HENDERSON, CLAY 
of Alabama, WALKER, and others. 

The motion was adopted by a vote of 16 to 13. 

The question was here taken on agreeing with 
the committee in vesting the discretionary power 
in the President to postpone certain expenditures, 
and adopted. 

Mr. STRANGE here renewed his motion to 
amend the bill by inserting the appropriation of 
$5,000 for the purchase of the site adjoining the 
United States arsenal near Fayetteville. 

Mr. 8. said, so far as appropriations were con- 
cerned, it would seem that North Carolina was 
searcely known to the Union. On this motion he 
should demand the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, when 
there appeared for it 16, against it 16; so the mo- 
tion was lost. 

The question was then taken on the engross- 
ment, and carried. 

The private calender was taken up, and the fol- 
lowing bills were considered in committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reaing, and were subsequently read a third time 
ad 


a e 
An act for the relief of Cornelius Tiers; 


An act for the relief of Ebenezer Lobdell; 

An act for the relief of certain settlers on the 
Salt Lick reservation in the western district of Ten. 
nessee; 

An act for the relief of Pierre Molaison, the 
widom of Pierre Richoux, Alexander Comeau, 
Alice L. Foley, the widow of John Foley, and 
Francis Martin, of the State of Louisiana. 

An act for the relief of the children of Stephen 
Johnson; 

An act for the relief of William Marbury; 

Anact confirming the claim of Augustine La- 
coste to a tract of land therein named; 

An act for the relief of Mary Sroufe; 

An act for the relief of John L. Bowman and 
Enoch J. Noyes; 

An act for the relief of Oliver Welch; 

An act for the relief of John A. Faunce and 
Oliver Perrin, 

An act for the relief of the widow and heirs-at- 
law of the Lewis Grant Davidson, deceased; 

Anact for the relief of Boggs and Thompson, 
Robert and Thomas Hutchinson, and others; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Latham; 
were severally read three times and passed. 

A joint resolution directing the transfer to the 
State of Maryland of the stock in the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal Company, standing in the name of 


‘ the United States, upon certain conditions, was 
passed and sent to the House for concurrence. 


An act from the House for the relief of the 
sureties and heirs and representatives of Melancton 
W. Bostwick, deceased, was, on motion of 


! Mr. Benton, amended by adding a section for 


the relief of Mary W. Thompson, widow of Col. 
Alexander Thompson, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, and subsequently read a third 
time, and passed. 

The following bills were considered, and laid on 
the table: 

A bill for the relief of Eliza Causin, daughter . 
and heir of John H. Stone, deceased; 

A bill making provision for the adjustment of the 
title to a site for a light-house on ‘the Roanoke 
marshes, in North Carolina; 

A -bili granting to the county of Kent, in the 
State of Michigan, the right of pre-emption to a 
quarter section of land; - j 

A resolution. anthorizing the purchase, for the 
use of the United States, of the banking house of 
the Bank of Alexandria; 

A bill granting to the State of Illinois the right 
of way through the public lands of the United 
States, and for other purposes; , , 

À bill to relinquish to the State of Indiana the 
title of the United States to eight acres of land, 

A bill for the relief of James McCrory; ` 

A-bill for the relief of the heirs of Frederick 
Seigle; and . a 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Jordan, deceased, late a captain in the 
continental line of artillery artifices. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, July 17, 1840. . 

After the reading of the journal, 

Mr. STANLY moved an amendment of the 
journal of Thursday, giving his reasons why he did 
not vote for the resolution submitted by Mr. Caap- 
man of Alabama, proposing to instruct the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary to report a bill to prevent 
the admission of negroes into the naval service. 

_After some conversation between Messrs. STAN- 
Ly, DromcooLeg, and the CHAIR, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE objected to the entry of rea- 
son for votes on the journal. It was unprecedent- 
ed, and would lead to bad practices. 

Mr. STANLY moved to suspend the rules, and 
on ,that motion demanded the yeas and nays; 
which, having been onlered, were—yeas 99, 
nays 69. 

So the 
purpose. 

Messrs. BOTTS and PROFFIT preposed amend- 
ments to the journal; which were agreed to. 

Mr: CAMPBELL of South Carolina, from the 
Committee of Elections, in the caie of the cone 


House refused to suspend the rules for the 


tested election from Massachusetts, reported the 
following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
tidons of certain electors of the 6th Congression- 
al District of the State of Massachusetts, alleging 
that Osmyn Baker, the sitting member from that 
district, was not duly elected a member of the 
House of Representatives, there being no evi- 
dence produced to the committee in support of the 
allegations of the petitioners, and the time limited 
by agreement of parties and the authority of the 
committee, for completing the taking of the same, 
having expired on the 4th Monday of May last. 
Mr. CAMPBELL said this was a unanimous 
report of the committee, and he therefore moved 
the adoption of the resolution, and on that motion 
moved the previous question, which received a 
| second, and the main question having been ordered, 
the question was put, and the resolution was 


agreed to. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, made a report from the majority of that com- 
mittee, in relation to the seat of CHARLES NAYLOR 
frem the third Congressional district of Pennsylva- 
nia, which was contested by Charles J. Ingersoll. 
Said report was accompanied by the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That CnarLes NayLor was duly elected 
amember of the House of Representatives for the 
Twenty-sixth Congress, from the Third Congres- 
sional District in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. MEDILL, from the minority of the Com- 
mittee of Elections, sabmitted a report of the 
views of the minority on the said contested elec- 
tion. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, both reports 
were ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina (the rules 
having been suspended for that purpose) made a 
personal explanation in relation to certain speeches 
of Dr. Duncan, which he alleged on the authority 
of a paper in North Carolina, had been sent to his 
disirict under his frank. Mr. G. said it was a fraud 
which he could not account for, and disclaimed hav- 
ing franked any such speeches. _ 

[A few days ago some of the Democratic mem- 
bers were franking, as they thought, public docu- 
ments to their constituents; but they accidentally 
discovered that, instead of the packages containing 
public documents, they contained the lives of Har- 
rison aud Harrison pictoral Almanacs, which, no 
doubt, had been inadvertently done in the folding 
room of the Capitol by the boys. It was, in all pro- 
bability, in the same manner, that Mr. GRAHAM 
franked those speeches. ] 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the House then re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, Mr. 
Dromcooxe in the chair, and resumed the conside- 
ration of the ` 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question pending was on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Jones, appropriating $45,000 for 
the removal of the Winnebago Indians from Wijs- 
konsin to the neutral ground beyond the Mississippi, 
the creation of a grist mill, etc. 

Mr. BELL opposed the amendment, and at 
some length gave his reasons therefor. 

Mr. JONES explained, and produced letters from 
the Governor of Wiskonsin and other sources, 
showing that the removal of the Winnebagoes was 
essential to the safety of our citizens in that quarter. 

Mr. EVERETT moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by siriking cut $45,000, and inserting 
$100,000, which would provide for the protection 
of the Winnebagoes after their removal. 

Mr. JONES objected to the amendment of Mr. 
Evererr, on the ground that sufficlent provision 
was already in contemplation for their protection. 

After some brief remarks from Messrs. CRA- 
RY, and CHAPMAN of lowa, the amendment to 
the amendment was negatived. 

The questicn then being on the amendment of 
Mr. Jonas, it was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES then moved to amend by inserting 
$36,265 40 for carrying into effect a treaty with 
the Stockbridge and Munsee tribe of Indians, made 
September the 3d, 1839, and ratified May 16th, 


rn 
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Mr. PROFFIT commenced a speech in which he 
censured the Secretary of the Treasury for net in- 
sertiag this appropriation in the annual estimates at 
the commencement of the session. 

Mr. JONES asked the member how it was pos- 
sible for this appropriation to be contained in the 
annual estimates, when the treaty was not ratified 
until May the 16th, seyeral months after those esti- 
mates were given in? 

Mr. PROFFIT then resumed and concluded his. 
remarks on another issue. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio followed, and gave his 
views in opposition tothe amendment; and the hour 
of half past two o’clock having arrived, 

The CHAIR [Mr. DromcooLE] rose, and beg- 
ged most respectfully to inform the gentleman from 
Ohio, that as the time had arrived when it was cus- 
tomary for the House to take a recess he would be 
pleased to suspend his remarks. 

The Hous accordingly took the usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, 

The consideration of the Indian appropriation 
bill was resumed in Committee of the Whole, Mr. 
Dromaoote in the chair., 

The question pending was on the amendment vf- 
fered by Mr. Jones, appropriating $36,265 40 for 
carrying into effect a treaty with the Stockbridge 
and Munsee tribes of Indians, made September the 
3d, 1839, and ratified May the 16:b, 1840. 

After some remarks from Messrs. DAVIS of 
Kentucky, BARNARD, EVANS, RICE GAR. 
LAND, McKAY, VANDERPOEL, RHETT, 
COOPER of Georgia, MASON, BIDDLE, and 
BELL, with explanations by Mr. JONES, the 
amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL moved te amend, by inserting the 
following: “for holding a treaty with the Cherokee 
Indians, including all the different interests and di- 
visions which exist among them, upon the basis of 
their right to adopt any form of government which 
they, or a majority of them, may think proper, to 
elect their own officers or chiefs, and establish any 
law or regulation they may deem best for their wel- 
fare and happiness, provided they do not conflict 
with the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
applicable to their affairs, five thousand dollars.” 

Mr. BELL commenced a speech in support of 
his amendment, when it being obvious that no quo- 
rum was present, on motion, the committee rose, 
and that fact was reported to the House. 

A motion to adjourn was then made simultane- 
ously by several membe:s; and it was negatived— 
yeas 26, nays 70. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House, 
which was ordered, and the roll being called, 109 
members answered to their names. 

By general consent all further proceedings in the 
call were then dispensed with, and the House again 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the Indian appropriation bill. 

Mr. BELL resumed his remarks, and at great 
length gave a detailed history of allthe circum- 
stances relating to the obligation between the Go- 
vérnment and the Cherokee nation. 

He was followed by Messrs. EVERETT, 
SHEPARD, POPE, and others, who gave their 
views on the policy of the Government, as pursued 
towards the Cherokees. 

The question then being put on the amendment, 
it was discovered that not more than fifty members 
were present, half of whom were asleep. 

It being now about eleven o’clock, and. those 
present not being willing to re-enact the farce of 
spending seven or eight hours in procuring a qno- 
rum, were understood to consent that the amend- 
ment should be considered as agreed to, reserving 
the right to vote upon it when the bill should be 
reported. 

Several amendments involving private claims 
were then moved and rejected. 

At 1 o’clock the committee again rose. 

Several ineffectual motions to adjourn were 
made. 

Thore who veted in favor of an adjournment, 
then, by way of retaliation, refused to vote for a 
call of the House, and thus much time was cen- 
sumed in such motions—the House refusing to ad- 
journ, and also refusing to order a call, > 


By general consent, the House went again into 
committee. 

At half past one, Mr. BOTTS said it was evi- 
dent the bill could not be reported at that time, 
Besides, he was not willing that so important an 
appropriation bill should be decided by thirty 
members, one half of whom were asleep. He 
therefore moved that the committee rise, 

The vote on this motion being taken, no quorum 
voted. - 

The committee then rose, and that fact was re- 
ported to the House. 

After some debate of a desultory character on the 
fate of the bill, should it be deferred until to-mor- 
row, 
Ata quarter before two o'clock, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Sarorpay, July 18, 1840. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of se- 
veral hundred citizens of Alexandria city and 
county, praying that they might be receded by Con- 
gress to the State of Virginia. The memorial was 
in two forms; ene of them simply asking a retro- 
cession, the other assigning as a reason for it the 
oppressions of the Goverament, under which they 
were now suffering, Read, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed, with the aggregate number 
of names. 

Also, the memorial of the stone-cutters on the 
new Treasury building, asking to be remunerated 
for the two months’ time which they were out cf 
employ, for the alleged want of an appropriation 
by Congress. After a few remarks by Mr. MER- 
RICK and Mr. GRUNDY for, and by Mr. HUB- 
BARD against the petition, it was referred to the 
Commitiee on the Public Buildings. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of John Ross, 
in behalf of certain Indian warriors, and praying 
pensions forthem. Mr. D. also obtained leave for 
Mr. Ross to withdraw the papers heretofore pre- 
sented on this subject. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the Committee on 
Commerce were discharged from the further con- 
sideration of a great variety of subjects, the repeal 
of the act of March, 1837, buoys and a harbor in 
Delaware Bay, light-house on Brandywine Shoals, 
fog bells near Boston, etc. 


EXTRA ALLOWANCES. i 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee dp the / 
Contingent Expenses of the Senate, reported ® re- 
solution, proposing to make various extra alow 
ances to the officers, messengers, and other atte. 
dants of the Senate. Ag 

Mr. FULTON having proposed to amend the 
resolution, by adding the Secretary, clerks, and va- 
rious other officers employed in and about the 
Capitol, and discussion ensuing thereon— 


Mr. LUMPKIN said: Mr. President, as a mem- 
ber of the Committee on the Contingent Expenses 
of the Senate, I consider it my duty to state that I 
do not consider myself in the slightest degree 
responsible for the report of the committee just 
made to the Senate. Indeed, sir, (said Mr. L ) I 
entirely dissent from that report, Moreover, sir, 
I feel it to be my duty to state that the report is 
directly adverse to the agreement and principles. 
laid down by the committee, when in conference ` 
yesterday on this subject. 

I have, sir, fully examined this subject, and have 
been surprised to find the loose aad careless man- 
ner in which the contingent fund set apart for the 
expences of the Senate is applied, so far as the: 
payment of officers, messengers, and other persous 
in the employ of the Senate, is concerned. And 
whatever of impropriety there may be in this mat- 
ter, I consider justly chargeable to the Senate, and 
to no one else. The officers, messengers, and. 
others, in the employ of the Senate, have salaries. 
and per diem pay, fixed either: by law or resolu- 
tion, which appears on your statute book, in plain 
and explicit terms; but, sir, this practice, how pro- 
posed to be continued, of giving extra allowance 
and gratuities, by the introduction of a dea 
at the close of each session of Congress, has wholly 
changed the real amount of salary and compehsa- 
tion received by these officers and messengers, 
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Their nominal pay, and real pay, is altogether dif- 
ferent. 

My desire was, and still is, to give to these per- 
sons a reasonable and adequate compensation for 
their services, and to fix and define that compensa- 
tion by law, and leave nothing to the uncertainty 
and confusion of such a moment as the present. It 
is known to every Senator present that on the near 
approach of the adjournment of Congress, it is ex- 
ceedingly difficult to obtain that due consideration 
and strict attention which is always desirable to a 
proper discharge of the important duty of fixing sa- 
laries, and appropriating the public money. Ihave 
no disposition to withhold trom any person con- 
nected with the service of the Senate a just and 
equitable compensation; and 1 consider the most 
certain mode of ensuring this object, isto leave no- 
thing to uncertainty. 1 consider my plan the best 
calculated to ensure the ends of justice, both to the 
Government and the individuals whose interests 
are involved in this subject. But, sir, I do protest 
against the ‘practice of giving to salaried officers and 
per diem agents and messengers of the Govern- 
ment, extra allowances and gratuities. It is our 
duty to investigate and determine the value and 
amount of services rendered the Government by 
each officer and agent, and fix the compensation ac- 
cordingly. We should not veil or mask appropri- 
ations of money in a vague or ambiguots manner. 
Salaries and cou pensation should be in reality what 
they appear to be. 


| qualifications. 


Under the system now in prac- |! 


tice, in regard to the payment of persons in the em- |; 
ployment of the Senate, it is difficult to ascertain © 


what is the amount of pay of any one of these indi- | 


viduals. 


From a paper which I ‘now hold in my hand, | 
and which exhibits the facts, names, and items, it į 


may be seen, that the clerks, cfficers, messengers, 
and others, in the service of the Senate, from the 
Ist of December, 1838, to the Ist of December, 
1839, inclusive, in every instance, nct only re- 
ceived allowances for ex'ra services, but gratuities 
of from two to three hundred dollars each—making 
an aggregate in gratuities of about five thousand 
dollars in one year to these persons. The principal 
clerk in the office of the Secretary of the Senate 
is allowed by law a salary of 41,800; yet, in the 
last year, he actually received $2,700. The Exe- 
cutive clerk’s salary is $1,500; whereas he actually 
received $2,200. Four other clerks, whose salaries 
are $1,500 each, received, during the last year, 
$1,700 each. Andin a similar proportion will be 
found the allowances made to the messengers, and 
others. 

Mr. President, how can we justify this mode of 
distributing the public money? Sir, if you employ 
peisons to do your own private work or business, 
do you not have some definite understanding upon 
the subject of wages? and when the work is com- 
pleted, are you in the habit of seeking for pretexts 
and excases to add to the pay and compensation of 
those who have done your wo:k? Do you put 
your hand in your own private pocket, and hand 
out your money, by hundreds and thousands of 
dollars, as extra allowances, or gratuities? No, sir, 
noné of us act thus in regard to our private con- 
cerns. How, then, can we justify ourselves in 
taking the money of our constituents for such pur- 

anes? 

For myself, I can take no such liberty or lati- 
tude with the public purse. I repeat again, sir,- 
that I am. ready and disposed to give to. each 
and every person employed by the Senate ample 
and adequate compensation. I entertain kind and 
respectful feelings to the whole of these persons. 
J have nocomplaint against any one of them. I 
have uniformly found them all disposed in a be- 
coming manner to discharge their respective duties. 
I entertain kind feelings to these persons, in consi- 
deration of their uniform attention to every call 
which I have found it necessary to make for their 

services. My greatest objection to this annual call 
for extra allowances and gratuities, is mingled with 
mortification at the indelicacy of such discussions 
as we are Row engaged in, while no consideration 
shall intimidate me from exposing what I consider 
improper practices in disbursing the public money. 
Yet I fee! a becoming reluctance, when a faithful 
discharge of duty urges upon me the necessity of 


dwelling, as I am now doing, upon what I consider 
the abuses in any department of the public expen- 
ditures. I feel, sir, that the character and dignity of the 
Senate, as well as the respectability of the persons 
concerned in this investigation, should induce the 
Senate to fix definitely the amount of compensa- 
tion, which may be deemed proper for every per- 
son in its employ; and hereafter avoid discussions 
on this subject of granting extra allowances and 


gratuities at the close of every session of Con- | 


gress. 


Mr. President, let us avoid this humiliating | 


scramble for increase of pay. 
mete out justice to all, without special favor or 
partiality to any individual. If you continue these 
extra allowances for the present session, I protest 
against the proposition ef extending it to one por- 
tion of the persons in your service, while you ex- 
clude another portion not less faithful and merito- 
rious; and persons too, who are more important to 
the interest and service of the country, so far as the 
legislation of Congress is concerned. 

Sir, I consider the office of the Secretary of the 
Senate, and the clerkships subordinate to, and 
connected with that office, of great importance to 
the country. Itshould never be held by any per- 


Iam disposed to . 


have been more particular in his examination of 
the copy. He believed, however, that the omission 
in transcribing, had been accidental. The omis. 
sion related to the summary power vested in the 
corporation to punish servants or slaves in certain 
cases. He regretted the necessity cf suspending 


| the progress of the bill even for a momen; but if 


the Senate would consent to the proposed amend. 


| ment, the bill would be at their disposition, and he 


should have discharged his duty. 

Mr. N. then sent the following amendments to 
the Secretary’s table: - 

In section 11 of the printed bill, line 67, after 


` words “meetings of,” insert ‘“‘slaves;” afier ‘mu. 
. lattoes,” insert “and to punish such slaves by 


whipping, not exceeding forty stripes.” 
In same section, line 98, after word “marriages,” 


insert “to punish corporeally any colored servant 


son, who is not possessed of high qualifications :; 


and character. It isan office, the duties of which 
cannot be well discharged by persons of ordinary 
I am pleased to say, sir, that of- 
fice, in all its 
great ability and fidelity to the public ‘interest. 
I therefore, sir, feel great reluctance in lending my 
aid or sanction to any measure which may serve 
to discriminate -between the present Secretary of 
the Senate and his clerks, and those persons who 
are in the subordinate employ of the Senate, to the 
disparagement of our Secretary or his clerks. 

Sir, if the extra allowances are to be continued 
to most of the persons who are in the employ of 
the Senate, I will not consent to withholding from 
the Secretary and his clerks the same justice and 
liberality which we extend to all others. 

Opposed asI am to the whole system and prac- 
tice of extra pay, yet I will not consent to increase 
the evils of such a practice, by a partial applica- 
tion of liberality, which is calculated te disparage 
merit, and subject the Senate to the imputation of 
the exercise of a partial system of arbitrary fa- 
voritism. ` 

Mr. President, it is the duty of the Senate to sys- 
tematize this whole business. The duties of the 
Sergeant-at-arms and Dcorkeeper, and of his as- 
sistant, with all their subordinates, oug 
fined, and their several compensations fixed by 
law. . And, sir, should it be my lot again to have 
the duty assigned to me in part to attend to these 
matters, I shall persevere in my efforts to correct the 


evil of complexity which in many cases exists in re- 


gard to public expenditures. And if I am not con- 
nected with this service, 1 hope it may be confided 
to abler hands, and I shall content myself with 
having brought the subject to the attention of the 
Senate. : 

Messrs. 
CLAY of Alabama, DAVIS, MERRICK, TALL- 
MADGE, and CALHOUN, thought that the pre- 
sent period, at the close of a very protracted and 
arduous session, during which the officers of the 
Senate hac distinguished themselves by fidelity to 


their duties, was an inauspicious time to commence || 


reform in a practice. heretofore sanctioned by the 
Senate.’ ie 

The amendment was agreed to—ayes 33, noes 
7; and the resolution, as amfended, was adopted— 
ayes 31, noes 8. 
CHARTER OF WASHINGTON. 

The bill to ‘ler agi continue the charter of 
having been read a third 


id, that he asked the unani- 
mous consent of th@ Senate to propose an amend- 
ment which had ban rendered necessary by the 
omission of a clause in copying the original char- 
ter. : He had not, in reading over the manuscript 
copy, particularly compared it withthe book con- 
taining the old charter. 


to be de- ` 


KNIGHT, FULTON, GRUNDY, | 


The fault was his in let- 
ting this error escape his detection He was bound |j: 


branches, is discharged with || 


or slave for a breach of any of their laws or ordi- 
nances, unless the owner or holder of such servant 
or slave shall pay the fine in such cases provided.” 

Mr. MERRICK would not object, if there 
was an understanding there should be no at- 
tempt to pass the bill; but he proceeded to 
remark on the great haste with which this 
bill had been pressed forward, in spile of the 
earnest remonstrances of himself, Mr. Davis, and 
others. After the bill was in this manner ordered 
to be engrossed, it was found that there was an 
extraordinary omission of a portion of the bill. 
Mr. M. made these remarks simply for the pur- 


` pose of showing, a fortiori, that if so great and 
: palpable an omission could get through the Senate 
` in its hurry of proceeding, how much more might 
| wrong, important, and intricate provisions thus 


| as uncalled for. 


get through without due consideration, cven if they 
were discovered at all. 

Mr. NORVELL said thai the progress of the 
bill had been characterized by no haste, nor by 
any thing unusual. It had been printed and laid 
on our tables a month ago. He was astonished at 
the remark of the honorable Senator with regard to 
what he was pleased to call the extraordinary 
omission in the bill. Things of that kind often 
took place. No one could more deeply regret 
such an omission than he did on the present occa- 
sion, as it might afford a pretext for the postpone- 
ment of the bill. But after the explanation which 
had passed between himself and the honorable 
Senator on the subject, he considered his remarks 
No one who knew his sentimen's 


| could doubt the probity of his course on the point 


under consideration. The charge of indiscretion 
on the part of the Senate in its proceedings on the 
bill, was also entirely gratuitous. It was not 
founded in any correct view of the subject. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he was fearfal that 
time enough did not remain to perfect the bill at 
this session, and to secure its passage in the other 
House. He was anxious for its success; and he 
hoped that no objection would be made to the 
amendment proposed by his friend from Michigan. | 

Mr. DAVIS objected to the reception of any 
amendment. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama then said, as the objec- 
tion of any Senator was fatal to this bill in its pre- 
sent stage, he should have to move to Jay it on the 
table. But he gave notice that early in the next 
session its friends would renew it, and endeavor to. 
effect its passage. 

The bill was laid on the table. 

. The bill to amend the act to grant certain relin- 
quished and uxappropriated lands to the State of 
Alabama for the purpose of improving the navi- 
gation of the Tennessee, Coosa, Cahawba, and 
Black Warrior rivers, having been read a third 


' time, 


to take it upon himself, because it was his duty to || 


i 


-in the Chesapeake and: 
; Maryland. À 


It was discussed at some length by Messrs. 
GRUNDY, CLAY of Alabama, and CALHOUN, 
and, on motion of Mr. GRUNDY, laid on the ta- 
ble for further amendment at the next session. 

CHESAPEA AND OHIO CANAL. 

The Senate, on mbtion of Mr. MERRICK, took 
up (by yeas 22, nays vi the joing resolution to cede, 
cn certain conditions, jhe stockyof the United States 
Ohio Ganal to the State of 


Mr. MERRICK epf and advocated the re- 


solution, remarking on the exdsting delay in the 
regress of the wotk, and urging the great desire 
of Maryland that if should hê completed, and the 
probability, or rather ple that the United 
Staies would appropriate no more money, and 
| could receive no profit frgm the work without such 
appropriation. : ; . 

Mr. CALHOUN\sad it was too late in the ses- 
sion to act upon thisPill, but, at the next session, 
Mr. C. wouid be in favor of a relinquishment by 
ihe Government of all rights of this kind. 


Mr. MERRICK said Maryland was $7,000,000 `| 


in debt, and must lore the interest on this sum 


unless the canal should be completed. The interest || 


of that sum for one year was to her very impor- 


convene the Legislature, they would comply with 


hastened, and Maryland saved from very heavy 
lesses. 

Messrs. TAPPAN, SMITH of Connecticut, 
WALKER, and ALLEN, spoke in favor of the 
immediate relinquishment of the stock by the Uni- 
ted States, as that which would yield them no profit; 
and by them ought never to have been possessed. 

Mr. BENTON was ready to act upon the ques- 
tion now: with him there was no reason for a 

| pestponement to the next session. His mind had 


long been directed to the character and progress of - 


this canal. He was one of the few who voted 
| against the United States subscription of a million 
ot dollars to its stock fifteen years ago. He then 
thought the United States ought not to engage in 
the work, and he now thought they ought not to 
c ntinue in it. Asa general proposition, he thought 
it was wrong for the United States to engage in these 


undertakings;.consequently, as a genera! proposi- | 
tion, hs though? it right to get out of them. In : 
this point of view, he had advocated all the prosi- |! 
tions to sell out the United States stocks of all || 
sorts, whether in a National Bank ora national road, | 


or in canals. He had been in favor of selling the 


United States stock in the Bank of the United States; ` 


and that stock was sold in good time—when it was 
at 16 above par, instead of being, as itis now, at 30 
below it. He had been in favor of ceding the 
Cumberland road to the States through which it 
passed; and the cession was made—not a sale, but 
acession. He was in favor of dissolving the con- 


nection between the United States and all companies | 


or corporations, and with all State undertakings. 
Acting on these geueral principles, he was in favor 
of dissolving the connection between the United 
States and the canal in question; and the only ques- 
lion was as to the terms. Does the joint resolation, 
said Mr. B. propose a cession, or a sale at the mar- 
ket price? - 

[Mr. Merrer answered, it proposed a relin- 
quishment of the interest of the United States-in the 


canal to the State of Maryland, on certain condi- 


tions, &e.] : 

„Mr. B. said he believed there was no practical 
diference between a sale and a relinquishment. If 
sold, it could only be at the market price; and if 
bought, it could only be by the State of Maryland. 
Now the market price, be presamed, was nothing. 
He supposed that, in the presend condition of the 
canal, its steck wou!d have no market value, and, 
therefore, that any attempt to make sale of the 
stock held by the United States would be nugatory 
and idle. If, therefore, ‘it was desirable, as he be- 
lieved it to be, for the United S:ates to become dis- 
connected from the work, he saw no way to do but 
to follow the policy adopted in the case of 
the Cumberland road, and make a cession. 
Mr. B. believed that there were several peculiar 
reasons for this cession in the present case. The 
United States had subscribed a million of dollars to’ 
the work, and thereby encouraged the State to go 
on with it, and1o enlarge and augment it. This 
million was now worth nothing, and if it becomes 
valuable, it must be made so by expenditures and 
sacrifices on the part of Maryland; she must resus- 
citate it;:for it was quite certain the United States 
would make no further subscription to it. He was, 
therefore, in favor of the cession. It will strength- 
en ihe State—it will encourage it—it will increase 
ts inducements to prosecute the work. In our 


ihe terms, the completion of the work would be | 


| to the subject. s 
Mr. GRUNDY gave his reasons why he should | 
i! feel himse!f bound to vote against the proposition of 
_ He regarded the whole as 
a mere temporary measure for the relief of the peo- i 
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hands it is of no use to the United States, or to the 
State; in her hands it will be of some use to her im- 
mediately, and to the United States eventually. 
The resolution was ordered to be engrossed. 
On moiion of Mr. ALLEN, the bill for the issue 
of certain general land warrants was considered 


and ordered to be engrossed. 


The joint resolution from the House, authorizing 
the sending of certain bills between the two Houses, 


| was received and agreed to. 


The joint resolution reported from the. Committee 
on Public Buildings, to provide compensation for 
the stone cutters on the public buildings, was taken 
up, and, after being so amended as to include 


.| “other workmen,” was ordered to be engrossed. 
tant, and if Congress should now pass this resolu- 
tion, the Government of Maryland would forthwith || 


On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the joint resolu- 


tion ceding the stock of the United Siates.in the | 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal to Maryland, on cer- ; 
. tain conditions, was read a third time and passed. 


The Senate then took up the bills from the 
House on the general orders and disposed of. the 
same. 

Mr. MERRICK now moved to take up the joint 
resolution which had been ordered to a second 


| reading, chartering the banks of the District for 


one year,fon condition of their paying specie, &c. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he objected to taking up the 
time of the Senate, which could be more profitably 
employed than in discussing the chartering of broken 
banks. These institutions seemed determined not 
to take “No” for an answer, but had again thrust 
thenselves forward to plague the Senate with their 
importunities. He thought it a very strange course 
of proceeding. . 

Mr. MERRICK. said the subject had been fully 
discussed before, aud he would not again troubie 
the Senate with any remarks. He was extremely 
desirous, for the sake of the interests of the people 
of this District, that the resolution should be passed 
on, and he really hoped the Senator from Ohio 
would not object to its being taken up and dis- 

osed of, ; ; 

Mr. TAPPAN. Iask the yeas and nays on the 
proposition to take it up. - ; 

The yeas and nays being granted, there appeared 
for it 22, against it 13, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Clay of Alabama, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Grundy, Hen- 


| derson, Knight, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Preston, 


Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 


Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Williams, and ; 


Young—22. 


NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Hub- || 


bard, Linn, humpkin, Norvell, Pierce,, Robiason, 
Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, and 
Wall—13. . 

Mr. ALLEN moved to amend the resolution by 
striking cut all after the enacting clause and insert- 
ing the bill which had been ordered to be engrossed 
and afterwards rejected by the Senate. 
the stockholders liable, prevented the banks from 
paying other than their own notes, and provided for 


i redeeming all their liabilities in specie, &c ] 


Mr. MERRICK made an explanation in relation 


the Senator from Ohio. 


ple of the District. ` 


‘The questicn was debated’ by Messrs. ALLEN, | 


SOUTHARD, and HENDÉRSON, ` i 


When the question was taken on the adoption of ` 
Mr. ALten’s substitute, and decided in the nega- 


tive: Yeas 9, nays 21—as follows: _ 
YEAS—Meezsrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Hub- 


bard, Lumpkin, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wa'ker, and 


Wright—9. 

NAYS—Mersrs. Anderton, Clay of Alabama, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Fulten, Grundy, Hunt- 
ingtoa, King, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, 


Phelps, Poiter, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, South- 


ard, Tallmadge, White, and Young— 21. l 
Mr. TAPPAN here moved to strike out those 
sections in the bill relating to the restrictions of 
confining the power to issue notes to the banks. 
Mr. T. made a long avd able speech in favor of 
the principles of free banking, but the motion was 
lost by a very large majority. . i 


[It made - 


Mr. ALLEN then moved to add a provision to 
the bill making stockholders liable for the debts of 
the banks. x 

On this proposition a long debate ensued, Mr. 
ALLEN contending for its propriety, and Mr. ` 
SOUTHARD denouncing it as unjust to make wi- 
dows and others who were stockholders, liable be- 
yond their contracts. R ‘ 

The question was here taken on Mr. ALLEN’S 
motion, and negatives—yeas 13, nays 21. ` i 

The question was now taken on ordering the joint 
resolution to a-third reading, and decided in the af- 
firmative-—yeas 21, nays 12, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Clay of Alabama 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- 
derson, King, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Preston, 
Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Strange, 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, and Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Benton, Calhoun, Hub- 


| bard, Linn, Lumpkin, Norvell, Pierce, Tappan, 
! Walker, Wall, and Wright—12. 


Mr. WRIGHT asked to take up the bill from the 
House making appropriations for the support of 
the navy for the year 1840. Mr. W. said the . 
House had thought proper to strike out the amend- 
ment of the Senate making an appropriation of 
$30,000 for the survey of the Southern coast from 
Appalachicola to the mouth of the Mississippi 
river, because it was prohibited by a rule of that 
body from attaching appropriations to any bill that 
had not been recommended by the Department. 

The motion pending was, that the Senate recede 
from said amendment.. he 

On this motion a very warm and animated dis- | 
cussion ensued, in which Messrs. HENDERSON, 
SOUTHARD, WALKER, and others, insisted that - 
the Senate ought not to recede. 

The debate lasied toa very late hour, when the 
question was taken on receding and decided in the 
negative—yeas 10, nays 18, as follows: i 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Hubbard, Linn, Pierce, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, and Wright—-10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Calhoun, Clay of 
Alabama, Crittenden, Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, . 
King, Lumpkin, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Por- 
ter, Preston, Southard, Walker, Wall, and White . 
—18. a 

The House bill making appropriations for the 
current. and contingent expenses of the Indian De- . 
partment having been reported from the Committee 
on Finance without amendment, was read a third 
time and passed. 

Mr. MERRICK moved that the joint resolution - 
relating tothe banks of the District have its third - 
reading now. ae : ‘ ak ; 

Mr. ALLEN. I object. [The rule being impe- . 
rative, the resolution could not be read.] 

Mr. MERRICK asked to intreduce a resolution 
suspending the 16th joint rule so far as to allow the 
resolution to be embraced under its provisions, 

Mr. TAPPAN here objected, when 

Mr. MERRICK gaye notice of his intention to 
call the ques icn upon Monday. . 

At a very late hour, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
- . Sarurpay, July 18, 1840. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked the general consent of the, 
House to offer a resolittion, which was read for the 
information of the House, as follows: y 

Resolved, That the CLerK of this House be and 
he is hereby authorized and requested to pay to. 
each messenger and page in attendance on the 
House, ihe usual allowance for extra services. 

Mr. McCLELLAN objected. ; 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to suspend the rules, and , 
on that motion demanded the yeas and nays; which | 
were not ordered. : 

Mr. HOPKINS spoke of the immense’ labor 
which those pages and attendants had performed; . 
and had read from the CLerx’s table the following 
statement: fia . 

CI have the honor to transmit the following fold- 
ing-room statement, in reply to your note of the 
17ih inst: 

From the commencement of the session 
to April Ist, according to the best es- 
timate I am able to make, there were 
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folded, of papers of 


different kinds, 


at least - - 800,000 
The packages containing seeds, books, 

&c. will amount to about - - 20,000 
There have been folded, sealed pack- 
which were extra documents 

ordered by the House, about - 70,000 


Speeches, addresses, &c. since April 
Ist have amounted to - - 1,330,000 
Supposed to have been folded in other 
parts of the Capitol, and at the mem- 
bers’ rooms x - 


2,470,000 
J. R. QUEEN. 

{Of the above aggregate, the probability is that 
more than two-thirds were Whig documents—such 
as the life of Harrison, of four kinds, to be sent to 
the four sections of the United States, and Harri- 
son pictorial almanacs; and Whig speeches in Con- 

ress. 
The question was then taken, and the rules were 
suspended. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved the previous question on 
the adoption of the resolution; which received a se- 
cond, and the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. McCLELLAN called for the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the reselation; but they were not 
ordered; and the resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL asked the general consent of 
the House to offer a resolution, which was read for 
the information of the House, and was in substance 
as follows, viz: that the Committee of Elections be 
authorized to pay oat of the contingent fund of 
the House to J. M: Carlisle, clerk to said com- 
mittee, per diem allowance at the rate of $5 per 
day for his services. 

Mr. CAMPBELL stated, in reply to an inquiry, 
that the clerk was row allowed $4 per day; but, 
owing to his arduous duties, the committee thought 
him entitled to a larger sum. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected. 


Mr. CAMPBELL moved to suspend the rules to 


admit the resolution. — 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which, having been ordered, were— 
yeas 34, nays 99. So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. SMITH of Connccticut asked the general 
consent of the House to offer a resolution, which 
wasread for the information of the House, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay to 


Messrs. Aycrigg, Maxwell, Halstead, Stratton, and | 


Yorke, the same compensation per diem and mile- 
age that is allowed to members of: Congress, 
computing the per diem from the commencement 
ef the session until the 7th day of July instant. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objegted. 

Mr. SMITH said it was the usual resolution, 
and he moved a suspension of the rules to enable 
him to submit it, and on that motion demanded 
the yeas and nays; which, having been ordered, 
‘were—yeas 8], nays 59. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked the general consent of the 
House to submit the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay to 
Charles J. Ingersoll the same compensation per 
diem and mileage that is allowed to members of 
Congress, -computing the per diem from the com- 
mencement of the session until the 17th of July 
instant. 

Objection having been made, 

Mr. RAMSEY moved that the rules be sus- 
pended to enable him to submit the resolution, and 
on that motion demanded the yeas and nays; which, 
having been ordered, were—yeas 49, nays 86. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. ADAMS asked that the House would agree 
to take up the bill of this House, originally re- 
ported from the Committee on Manufactures, which 
had been returned from the Senate, with amend- 

ments, entitled, “An act to ensure the mere faith- 
ful execution of the laws regulating the collection 
of duties on imports,” for the purpose of having it 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union, to consider those amend- 
ments. 


- 250,000 
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Mr. A. said the bill had been passed by both 
Houses by a large majority, and he did not believe 
it would occupy the committee five minutes. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to the motion, as being 
out of order. 

Mr. ADAMS repeated that his only object was 
to have the bill and amendments referred to the 


| Gommittee. 


Mr. PETIKIN withdrew his objection; and 
Mr. CRABB renewed it. 


able him to make. the motion above indicated. 


Mr. CRABB demanded the yeas and nays; which | 


were ordered, and, having been taken, were—yeas 
90, nays 64. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved to suspend the rules, 
and that the House would resolve itself into Com- 


mittee of the Whole House on the state of the , 
‘| nebago Indians from their present residence in 


Union. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST said this was private bill ` 
day, and he hoped the chairman of the Committee . 


of Ways end Means would not press his motion, 
but that he would withdraw it, and thereby enable 
the House to consider the private bills. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the general consent 


of the House to consider the motion he submitted 
a few days ago, for printing 5,000 extra copies of 
the report of the Select Committee upon the sub- 


ject of steam boilers. The document was now in | 


type, and, unless the printing was ordered immedi- 
ately, it would cost double as much at another 


time. 

Mr. R. GARLAND objected. There had been 
an extra quantity of these documents printed las 
year, some of which were on hand. 

Mr. U. did not press the motion to print. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole House on the state. of the Union, 
(Mr. Horxins in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the Indian appropriation bill. 

The question pending was the amendment to the 
bill appropriating $35,327 for carrying into effect a 
provision of the treaty of New Echota, in 1835, in 
reference tp the removal of the Indians. 


Mr. L. WILLIAMS inquired of the Cuatr whe- | 


ther the amendment was in order. l 
The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
in order. ' ; ` 
Mr. RUSSELL said the appropriation was not 


— 


authorized by existing Jaw, and that it was for the | 


satisfaction of a mere private claim; and he ap- 
pealed from the decision of the CHAIR. « 

Mr. JONES of Virginia explained that it had 
been called for from the War Department, as ne- 
cessary to carry into effect the treaty which had 
been ratified. 

A debate ensued, in which Messrs. RUSSELL, 
TILLINGHAST, EVERETT, COOPER of Ga. 
THOMPSON of South Carolina, and EVANS, 
participated, in opposition to the decision of the 
Car and to the propriety of the amendment, and 
by Messrs BANKS, BROWN of Tennessee, and 
WATTERSON. 

The question was taken, and the decision of the 
Crair was reversed. 


Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama proposed an 
amendment appropriating $1,126 for the payment 
of the claim of a company of Alabama volunteers, 
ordered out under Capt. Snodgrass of Alabama, to 
aid in the removal of the Indians. . 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina said the 


a_a 
Several amendments of the committee having 
been concurred in, and the question being on cop. 
curring in the amendment appropriating $10,175 
for the payment of balances due on account of the 
removal of the Creek Indians, was disagreed to, 
The question being on concurring with the com- 
mittee in the amendment, in the following words, 
viz: 
For payment of the claim presented by the Ala- 


© bama Emigrating Company, and allowed by th 
Mr. ADAMS moved to suspend the rules, to en- | i aay 


accounting officers, $38, 646; 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS called for the yeas and 
nays; which, having been ordered, were—yeas 79, 
nays 66. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The question was then put, that the House do 
concur in the eighth amendment of the committee 
to said bill, which is as follows: 

For expenses attending the removal of the Win- 


Wiskonsin to the neutral ground across the Mis- 
sissippi river, estimating the number at 4,500, to 
cost $10 each, $45,000. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS called for the yeas and 


` nays on concurring; which were ordered, and were 


—yeas 81, nays 57. 
So the amendment was concurred in. 
The question now beiag on concurring in the 


. ninth amendment of the Committee of the Whole 


House to said bill, in the following words: 
Insert in the bill the following item: “To carry 


| into effect the treaty of the 3d of September, 1839, 


with the Stockbridge and Maumee tribe of Indians, 
ratified the 16th May, 1840, $32,265 40;” 

Mr. BARNARD demanded the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered, were—yeas 77, 
nays 57. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The question being now on concurring with the 
committee in the 10th amendment, in the following 
words, viz: Add to the bill the following words: 
“For holding a treaty with the Cherokee Indians, 


| including all the different interests and divisions 


which exist among them, upon the basis of their 
right to adopt any form of Government which they 
or a majority of them may think. proper; to elect 
their own officers or chiefs; and establish any law 
or regulations which they may, deem best for their 
welfare and happiness, provided that they do not 
conflict with the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, applicable to their affairs, $5,000; 
Mr. BOYD demanded the yeas and nays; which 
having been ordered, were—yeas 60, nays 77. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and having been engrossed, was read 


i; the third time and passed. 


claim had received the unanimous approbation of | 


the Committee on Military Affairs. 


The question of order was raised; when it was — 
ascertained that a bill was pending before the ` 
House for the payment of this claim, and, in con- - 


sequence, i 
The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 


On motion of Mr. MARVIN, the committee ` 
then rose and reported the bill to the House; and . 
the question being on concurring in the amend- ; 


ments of the committee, and reading the bill a 
third time, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved the previous 
question, which received a second, was put, and 
carried, 


Mr. R. GARLAND moved to amend the title so 
as to read ‘A bill to encourage hostilities with the 
Cherokee Indians,” but subsequently withdrew his 
motion. ; 

Mr. R. GARLAND and Mr. STANLY warned 
the House that, unless a different course were pur- 
suedin rejecting the amendment proposed by 
Mr. BeLL as above, bloodshed would ensue, 
and war be kindled up along our Southwestern 
frontier. . 

Mr. STANLY, under this conviction, moved a 
reconsideration of the vote by which the bill had 
been passed. ane l 

The motion was sustained by Mr. W. THOMP- 
SON and Mr. CROSS of Arkansas, in very earnest 
speeches, appealing to the House against the re- 
sponsibility it incurred by refasing this pitiful 
amount of $5,000, at the imminent hazard of an 
Indian war 

Mr. STANLY withdrew his motion. 

Mr. CROSS renewed it. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved the previous 
question; which was seconded, put, and carried; 
when the reconsideration was negatived by yeas 
and nays as follows: yeas 71, nays 74. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the joint role 
of the two Houses which forbids bills being sent 
from one House to the other during the last three 
days of the session, was suspended in relation to 
the Indian bill, the bill for the military academy, 
for fortifications, for mileage, and for all territorial 
bills. ee Ae @ - 

On motion of Mr; PICKENS, the House went 


into Committee ef the Wole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Rosset in the chair,) and took up for con- 
sideration (he bill appropriating $25,000 for the 
expenses of the exploration and survey of the 
Northeastern boundary of the United States. 

Mr. ADAMS moved an amendment to inelude 
the establishment of four stations for meteorologi- 
cal and geological observations. He explained the 
object of the amendment, and argued in its favor, 
but it was rejected. 

Mr. PICKENS moved that the committee rise, 
and report the bill to the House. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana hoped the committee 
would not rise, but that the bill would be laid aside 
in order to be reported, and that the committee 
would agree to take up Senate bill 141, entitled 
Ana actto confirm to the State of Indiana the land 
selected by her for that portion of the Wabash and 
Erie canal which lies between Tippecanoe river 
and Terre Haute, and for other purposes. Mr. D. 
was going on to.show the great importance of the 
billto the State of Indiana, but was arrested by 

The CHAIR, who stated that the question must 
first be pat.on rising, before the gentleman’s motion 
could be en‘ertained. 

The question, was then taken on the motion that 
the committee rise, which was agreed to; and the 
bill was accordingly reported to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS then renewed his amendment to 
the bill which was rejected in committee, in the 
following words, viz: 

“And be it further enacted, That the sumof twenty 
thousand dollars be, and the same are hereby appro- 
priated, to: be paidoutof any moneyasin the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, for the establishment of 
five several stations, at suitable distances from each 
other, for making observations of terrestial mag- 


netism and meteorology for three years; the said | 
sum to be expended under the direction of the Se- 


eretary of War for the falfilment of those purpo- 


ses; he to account for the expenditure thereof to the | 


Treasury of the United States.” 

Mr. A. wished to have his vote recorded in favor 
of the amendment, and called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. ADAMS and 
STANLY, | 

Mr. DAVIS moved the previous question on 
the bill and amendment, which received a second; 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

The question being first on the adoption of the 
amendment of Mr. Apams, 

Mr. KEIM called for the reading of the amend- 
ment; which having been done, 

Mr. KEIM moved to amend it by striking out 
the word “are,” and insert the word “és,” instead. 
` [This motion, on the part of Mr. Keim, caused 
a great deal of merriment. It will be recollected 
that, a few days ago, Mr. Apams entered into a 
criticism of the diction and grammar of the report 
of Mr. Kgim on the militia, and this motion to cor- 
rect the grammatical error of Mr. A. was consi- 
dered a fair hit. Mr. A. responded in relation to 
this. error, that it was the same principle of con- 
struction as the sentence “that: our sufferings ‘is’ 
intolerable.” 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
onthe amendment of Mr. A. and disagreed to— 
yeas 34, nays 96. : 

The bill was then read the third time, and passed. 

The House then, at 2% o’clock, took its usual re- 


cess. 
EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. JONES moved that the nava! appropriation 
bill, as amended by the Senate, be taken up, with 
a view of considering the said amendments. 

The several amendments having been read by 
the Cierk, 

Mr. JONES said he hoped there would be no 
objection to the immediate consideration of the 
amendments, 

Mr. ANDREWS said he had no objection to 
the bill; but he did object to going on without a 

uorum. 

. Mr. JONES replied that he did not desire to 
proceed without a quormm, and, after some con- 
versational debate, Mr. J. agreed to withdraw hi 
motion until a quorum should appear. : 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to take up the bill to 
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| ensure ihe more faithful execution of the revenue 
| laws, as amended by the Senate. 

Mr. HOLMES objected, and the bill was not 
taken up. 

In the mean time, while the Senate’s amendments 
were read, Mr. LINCOLN wished the time occu- 
pied, till a quorum should appear, in receiving the 
Teports of committees to whom Senate bills had 
been referred. 

After a desultory conversation, 

The question was put on Mr. Jongs’s motion, and 
the votes were—ayes 67, noes 20. No quorum 
voting. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved a call of the House 
which was ordered. Ninety-six members respond- 
ed to their names. 

The absentees having been called, 122 members 
were found to be present. 

Mr. JONES moved to dispense with further pro- 
ceedings in the call, and it was agreed to. : 

_ Mr. CHAPMAN of lowa made a strenuous 


| effort to get territorial business taken up. He 

| raised a question of order, that inasmuch as the 

| House on the 8th inst. by a vote of two-thirds, set 

| apart the first day after the passage of the appro- 

: priation bills, for the consideration of territorial bu- 
Siness, to take precedence over all other business, 
the motion to consider amendments of Senate to 
bill No. 6 was not in order, and the first order of 
the day was on territorial business, seeing that the 
appropriation bilis had been passed. 

The SPEAKER decided that the appropriation 
bills could not be censideredas passed as long as 
they were pending by amendments or otherwise; 
and that consequently the motion of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Jones] was in order. 


From this decision Mr. CHAPMAN appealed, | 
and debated that dppeal, jshowing what injustice | 
would be done the Territory if the business he pro- | 


posed was not taken up. 


After a few remarks by Mr. W. C. JOHNSON |! 


, on the appeal— 

Mr. RAMSEY moved the previous question on 
the appeal, which received a second, and the main 
question was by order put, and the decision of the 
CnaR was sustained. 

And the question recurring on Mr. Jonrs’s mo- 
tion to take up the Navy bill and amendments, it 
was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES moved that the House do concur in 
all the amendments of the Senate; and on that ques- 
tion he demanded the previous question. 

Mr. R. GARLAND remonstrated. 

But Mr. JONES refused to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved a call of the House. 

_ On this motion Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded 
the yeas-and nays; which were ordered and taken, 
-and resulted as follows—yeas 44, nays 82, 

So the House refused to order a call. 

| The previous question was seconded, and carried 
by yeas and nays as follows—yeas 78, nays 54. 

The main question then recurring on concurring 

in the aniendments of the Senate, the yeas and 


| nays were ordered. . 

; Mr. R. GARLAND asked that the question be 
. divided, and put on each amendment separately. 
The question being put on the following amend- 
: ment of the Senate, 

: “Provided, That no more of the several appro- 
: priations last mentioned; for the improvement and 
repair of the navy yards shali be expended pre- 
vious to the 4th day of March next, than shall be 
found by the Secretary of the Navy, upon ingui- 
ries made for the-purpose, to be absolutely neces- 
sary for the preservation of the public works, the 
security of the public property, and the preserva- 
tion of the public business at the respective 
yards.” f 

The yeas and nays being demanded by Mr. R. 
' GARLAND, were taken, and resulted as follows: 
: yeas 93, nays 62. So this amendment was con- 
curred in. 

The next question was on concurring with the 
Senate in the following amendment: 

Strike out of the second section the words, “a 
violation of existing contracts, and insert, “im- 
pairing the ability of the Navy Department to 
make payment under existing circumstances prior 
to the 4th day of March, 1841.” 


| 
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The question on concurring in the above amend- 
ment was agreed to by yeas 91, nays 51. ; 

The question was next on concurring with the 
Senate in the following amendments, viz: 

Strike out from the second section of the bill, 
“which provided for reimbursing the fund for the 
gradua! improvement of the navy, which had been 
authorized to be expended in building steamships,” 
and insert the following: 

“And the residue of the said sam of $340,000 


; Shall be, and is hereby, appropriated, and shall be 


paid of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated.” 

The question was taken - on concurring with the 
Senate in the above amendment, and agreed to— 
yeas 93, nays 49. 

The question now being on concurring with the 
Senate in striking out the sixth section of the bill 
in the words following: 

“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
sum of $60,000 be and the same is hereby appro- 


: priated out of money in the Treasury, not other- 


wise appropriated, for the preparation and com- 
mencement of the third steam vessel of war, at- 
thorized by an actof March 3d, 1839, in addition 
to any materials which may be on hand suitable to 
such vessels.” 

The question was taken, and the above amend- 
ment was concurred in—yeas 84, nays 54. 

The question was: next on concurring with the 
Senate in the seventh amendment, viz: Strike out 


-from the seventh section of the bill, which reappro- 


priates unexpended balances of former appropria- 
tions the following item: “For the purchase of a 
site and the construction of a dry dock for the navat 
service in the harbor of New York, as authorized 
by the act of March 3d, 1835-—-§95,063 61.” 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
concurred in. 

The question was next on concurring with.the 
Senate in the following amendment as an addi- 
tional section to the bill, viz: . 

“Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, 'Fhat there be 


. appropria‘ed from any money in the Treasury, not 


otherwise appropriated, for the immediate survey 


. of the coast from Appalachicola bay to the meuth 


of the Mississippi river, for the ascertainment of 
the practicability of establishing a navy yard and 
naval station, which shall best subserve the protec- 
tion of the commerce of the Gulf of Mexico, the 
sum of $30,000 to be taken from the appropriation 
already made for the survey of the coast of ‘the 
United States.” 

The question was taken on concurring in the 
above amendment, and it was disagreed to—yeas 
64, nays 89. 

Mr. JONES moved to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the stateof the Union; which motion 


` prevailing, the House went into committee accord- 


ingly, (Mr. Cuirrornp in the chair,) and took np 
the Senate’s amendments to the army appropria- 
tion bill. 

A discussion arose on an item in these amend- 
ments for the outit of a Chargë to Texas, as being 
incongruous to the character of the bill. 

Mr. ADAMS raised the question whether the 
Senate should send amendments such as were not 
permitted by the rules of the House; this subjected 
every member of the House to the will and power 
of the Senate; against which he protested. l 

The CHAIR deciding the amendments to be in 
order, 

Mr. ADAMS took an appeal; which was argued 
by Messrs BANKS, ADAMS, EVANS, BRIGGS, 
RAMSEY, and FILLMORE, and finally with- 
drawn. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Another discussion arose on an amendment al- 
lowing for the outfit of a Minister resident at Con- 
stantinople, in which Messrs. EVANS, STANLY, 
PICKENS, McKAY, RAMSEY, DELLET, 
ee! PROFFIT, and TILLINGHAST parti- 
cipated. ; 

When, the question being taken, the vote was— 
ayes 46, nces 49. [No quorum voting-] 

The question was taken by tellers, and resulted 
as follows—ayes 58, noes 49. 

No quorum voting, the committee rose and re- 
ported the fact to the House. 
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[It was now a quarter past 8.] 

Mr. TRIPLETT moved a call of the House. 

It was suggested that a quorum was present ; 
whereupon 

The SPEAKER counted the Honse, and report- 
ed that 108 members were present. 

The call was then ordered—ayes 62, noes 59. 


Bat it being discovered by the vote that a quorum | 


was present, the call was dizpensed with. 
The House having returned to committee— 
The snbject of the outfit to Commodore Porter 
was resumed. 
Mr. PICKENS explained. 


Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS opposed the appro- | 


priation. 

And it was further discussed by Messrs. 
GRAVES, DAWSON, and MONROE. 

A communication from the Senate was received, 


announcing the passage of certain resolutions, one | 


relating to the transfer of certain stock in the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio Canal to the State of Maryland, 
‘and the other to the pay of workmen. ' 
Mr. JENIFER pressed for having this taken up, 
‘but Mr. GRAVES objecting, the House returned 
into committee, and resumed the subject of discus- 


sion, which was debated by Messrs. RANDOLPH, | 
McKAY, CUSHING, GRAVES, and PICKENS, , 
when, the question being taken, the amendment of 


the Senate was non-concurred in. 

The next item was for certain repairs in the cus- 
tom-house at Philadelphia, $3,200. 

Mr. WHITE of Louisiana moved to amend this 


item by adding $10,000 for completing the con- | 


struction of the Mint at New Orleans. 


Mr. JONES considered this amendment as not | 


within the rules of the House. 

The CHAIR deciding it out of order, 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana took an appeal. 

But, after some discussion, the decision of 
the Cmar was sustained: ayes 75, Roes not 
counted. 

The Senate’s amendment was then concurred in. 

The next item was for running the boundary 
line of Iowa Territory, $1,096, and it was con- 
carred in. 

Several other amendments having been con- 
curred in without debate, the following additional 
section to the bill was next taken up: 


And be it further enacted, That in case of a defiviency of re- . 


ceipts of revenue from customs or lands, or other sources, or of 
a failure on the part of the late deposite b 


from any other cause the means of the Treasury shall not be 
sufficient to meet all the appropriations made by Congress, the 


President of the United States shall be authorized to postpone . 


the expenditures under the following heads of appropriation in 
this act, viz: 


the current expenses of the ordnance service; for ordnance 
stores and supplies; for arsenals; for repairs and improve- 
ments at the Springfield armory; for repairs and improve- 
ments at the Harper’s Ferry armory; for the purchase of salt- 
petre and brimstone; for continuing the barracks, quarters, &c. 
_ at Fort Leavenworth, at Fort Wayne, at Fort Smith, at Platts- 
burgh, and at Fort Jesup, or such and so many of them, or such 
proportions of each, asin his judgment, after a careful exami- 
nation and inquiry, the condition of the Treasury shal! demand; 
such postpovements te be merely temporary, or until the close 
of the next session of Congress, as the Treasury will warrant, 


&e, 

Mr. BARNARD inquired how much the appro- 
priations amounted to which the Executive was 
thus allowed to postpone? 

Mr. JONES said he could not tell at the mo- 
ment with perfect accuracy, but he believed the 
amount to be about $1,200,000. 

A debate arose, in which Messrs. BARNARD, 
CALHOUN of Massachusetts, PROFFIT, WAD- 

.DY THOMPSON, MORGAN, aud EVERETT 
opposed the amendment, and Mr. SMITH of In- 
diana advocated it; when 

Mr. BRIGGS, adverting to the fact that it was 
now near 12 o'clock, and expressing his hope that 
the House would respect the Sabbath, moved that 
the committee rise. 

The motion prevailed, and the committee rose 
accordingly, and reported progress. 

And then the House, at five minutes before 12 
o’clock, adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, July 20, 1840. 
The following resolutions were submitted, con- 
sidered by consent, and agreed to: 


z: For barracks, quarters, and storehouses, &c.; ; 
forthe national armories; for armament of fortifications; for | 


ri anks, or ofthe Bank of | 
the United States of Pennsylvania, to pay the debts due from | 
them, or to become due in the course ofthe present year, or if | 


By Mr. BENTON: A call on the Secretary of 
the Treasury for a statement, at the commence- 
ment of the next session, of the annual and total 
amount of goods imported from each foreign State 
since the 30h of September, 1833. 

By Mr. CALHOUN: A call on the President, if 
not inconsistent with the public interest, to present 


to the Senate, at the commencement of the next | € 
i| the present resolution would interfere with this prin- 
: ciple. It enabled the banks to delay their resump. 


session, the correspondence and documents with 
any of the British authorities in regard to certain 
allegations against Mr. Consul Trist, in connec- 
tion with the slave trade. 

By Mr. DAVIS: A call on the President for a 
copy of the report of Captain Perry, of the United 
States navy, on lights and light-houses, to be sent 


i|- to the Secretary of the Senate, and to be printed for 


the use of the Senate. 


the previsions of the, act which we had passed for 
that purpose. This latter was his main object. He 
had, on a former occasion, stated his reasons at 
length why these six little banks should not be per- 
manently rechartered within this District of ten 
miles square, under any circumstances, and why 
another bank, or banks, under proper restrictions, 
should be substituted in their stead. He feared that 


' tion of specie payments, until the very day before 


On motions by Messrs. WRIGHT, WALKER, | 


ROBINSON, WALL, LINN, YOUNG, and DA- 
VIS, the Committees on Finance, Public Lands, 
Post Office and Post Roads, the Judiciary, Indian 


respectively discharged from the further considera- 


, tion of all subjects on which they had not already 


reported. 
On motion by Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee 
on Commerce, the bill for the relief of the owners 


the 4th of March next, if they thought proper, and 
then, upon resumption, they were to be restored 
immediately to all their banking privileges. No 
reference whatever was made in this resolu- 
tion to the law now in existence for wind- 
ing up these institutions; and whether this law was 
not altogether repealed by the resolution, might be 
a serious question. In any event, these banks 
weuld come here before the 4th of March next, 


. having all resumed specie payments, in obedience 
Affairs, Roads and Canals, and on Commerce, were | 


and crew of the schooner Buffalo was indefinitely | 


postponed. 
A resolution making the whole amount of the 


salary of the postmaster of the Senate $1,000, was ` 


debated at some length, and agreed to by yeas 23, 
nays 10. ; 
DISTRICT BANKS. f 

The joint resolution to revive and 
they were the charters of the banks in fhe District 
of Columbia, till March 4, 1841, on c@nditjon of 
their resuming and continuing specie tpa 
having been read a third time, and the quegtion be- 
ing on its passage, { 

Mr. ALLEN moved to recommit the 
with instructions to substitute for it the¥bill lately 
rejected by the Senate on this subject. This motion 
was negatived, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, 
Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, Robinson, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
and Wright—13. 


ntinug as . 


NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Clay of Alabama, : 


Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, 
Grundy, Henderson, Huntington, King, Merrick, 


Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, Smith | 


of Indiana, Southard, Strange, Tallmadge, White, 


Young—23. 


Mr. ALLEN now moved to recommit the bill, || 
' on any conditions. 


with instructions to make all stockhelders in the 
banks subject to all liabilities of the banks to the 
amount of their stock respectively. If the resolu- 
tion was passed in its present shape it would ex- 
hibit the humiliating spectacle of the Senate pass- 
ing a law which was sent here by the banks in the 
Shape of a memorial—the only difference between 
the memorial and the law being that in place of 
the signature of the President of one of these 
banks, there would be that of the President of the 
United States; and in the place of the signatures of 
the Presidents the two other banks, would be 
that of the President of the Senate and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. To avoid this 
humiliating spectacle he submitted the motion to 
recommit the bill for the purpose of amendment. 

The motion was negatived—ayes 14, nays 23, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Hub- 
bard, Linn, Lumpkin, Norvell, Robinson, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
and Wright— 14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Clay of Alabama, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, 
Grundy, Henderson, Huntington, King, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rug- 
gles, Southard, Strange, Tallmadge, White, and 
Young —23. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, his chief purpose, 


-throughcut the whole time which had been occu- 
pied in the discussion of this subject, was to grant 


these barks ail proper indulgence for a limited pe- 
ricd, but to render it absolutely certain that they 
should be compelled to wind up their affairs, under 


| dered without 


to your resolution, on some day, however distant, 
previous to that time, and ask, almost as a matter 
of right, for an extension of their charters. He 
desired that this resolution might pass, on the ex- 
press condition that, after the 4th of March next, 
they should immediately commence winding up 
their affairs, and that they might have no pretext 
whatever to claim any further extension of their 
privileges from Congress. He proposed the fol- 
lowing amendment, and said that, under all the 
circumstances of the case, if this should prevail, 
he would vote for the resolution: 

And provided further, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be so construed as to relieve the said 


banks or either of them from the provisions of the 


actentitled “an act to continue the corporate exist- 
ence of certain banks in the District of Columbia 
for certain purposes,” approved July 3d, 1840; but 
they and each of them shall proceed to wind up 
their affairs under the said act, immediately after 
the said fourth day of March next. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped no one would ob. 
ject, as such was the actual intention of the friends 
of the resolution. 

Mr. TAPPAN said that for the purpose of as- 
certaining whether the Senate of the United States 
would pass alaw forthe benefit of the banks 
of the District, in the precise terms prescribed by 
those banks, he would avail himself of every legal 
privilege to prevent any alteration in its form. He 
therefore objected to the amendment. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama desired that it might be 
particularly noticed that this objection came from 
no man who wished to continue these banks at all, 


Mr. TAPPAN thought there would be no diffi- 
culty in ascertaining the position he occupied in 


i relation to these banks. 


Mr. Bucnanan’s amendment could not be consi- 
recommitment, which was not 
moved. 
The resolution was passed by the following vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Clay of Alabama, 


. Yeung—23. 


NAYS—Messrs. Alten, Benton, Buchanan, Hub- 
bard, Linn, Lumpkin, Nervell, Robinson, Smith of 
Cennecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Wright—13. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to amend the title of the 


. resolution by calling ita resolution to charter six 
‘ banks in the District of Columbia. 


Negatived 
without a count. 
Mr. BUCHANAN said his object would, in some 


` degree, be accomplished by amending the title. He 
; moved, therefore, to strike out the present title of 


the resolution and insert the following: 

“A resolution supplementary to the act entitled 
‘an act to continue the corporate existence of cer- 
tain banks in the District cf Columbia for certain 
purposes,’ approved July 3d 1840;” which was 
unanimously adopted. z 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the sixteenth 
joint rule was suspended, on the part of the Senate, 
in regard to this joint resolution, and it was sent to 
the other House for concurrence. 


Mr. ALLEN moved the printing of the bank 
memorial on this subject, to show, as he said, that 


the Senate had humbled itself so much as to pass | 
this measure under bank dictation, and in the very ` 


form which the banks prescribed. 

Mr. MERRICK said it differed in several par- 
liculars. 
_ Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the memorial 
would show that the banks came here as humble 
petitioners, and he therefore desired to have it 
printed as much as any body. 

The printing of the memorial was acaordingly- 
ordered without dissent. ` : 


a y 
NAVY APPROPRIATIONS. 4 / 

A message was received from the Houge; an- 
nouncing that the House insisted on its rejection of 
the amendment of the Senate, (an appropriation of 
$30,000 fora survey on the Gulf of Mexico, and 
asking a confererce -by a joint committee, the 
House having appointed the committee on their 
part. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate 
-father insisted-en -ts amendment, and agred toa 
‘conference, authorizing the President pro. tem. to 
appoint the committee on the part of the Senate. 

The bill from the House, to refund certain du- 
ties paid by John M. Jacquelin, an importing mer- 
chant at New York, was discussed at some length 
by Messrs. RUGGLES, HUBBARD, DAVIS, 
CALHOUN, and WRIGHT, and laid on the table 
without dissent, on the ground, alleged by Mr. 


Wriaeut, that the Committee on Finance had at | 


this session rejected all claims of this kind. 


On motion of Mr. WALL, a Senate resolution, | 


Telating to Colt’s firearms, (very incistinctly heard,) 
was taken up, debated, and agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. SOUTHARD, the joint reso- 


lution authorizing the purchase of Colts repeating ; 
rifle for the use of the navy, was taken up, discuss- 
ed, amended, so as to extend to other rifles,and | 


qrdered to a third reading by yeas 16, nays 12. 
A message was received from the President of 
the United States, with a report from the Com- 


missioner on Indian Affairs, in pursuance of a Se- | 


nate resolution, relating to the purchases of Indian 
lands since the establishment of the Government. 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. HENDERSON submitted a resolution, call- 
ing on the Secretary of the Navy for information as 
to the protection afforded and intended to be af- 
forded to the commerce of the Gulf of Mexico. 


Mr. WRIGHT objected, and observed that if 
the resolution proposed only to inquire into what 
had been actuaily done by the Navy Department, 
he would agree to it; but he could not cansent to 
call on the Secretary to inform the Senate what or- 
‘der was contemplated by the Department. 
` Mr. HUBBARD observed that if the gentleman 
would address a letter himself to the Secretary of 
the Navy, he would answer for it that he would get 
a satisfactory answer. ; 
So the resolation was laid over for one day. 


The bill for the support of the army for the year : 


1840, was received from the House of Representa- 
tives, stating that the House had agreed to all the 
amendments of the Senate, with the exception of 
the second and fifth, viz: the appropriation of six 
thousand dollars for an outfit to the resident Minis- 
ter at Constantinople, and the appropriation of 
twelve thousand dollars for the purchase of an 


island at the confluence of the St. Peters and Mis- ` 


Sissippi rivers. 


Mr. WRIGHT reported back this bill from the ` 


Committee on Finance, observing that the nature 
of these amendments had been understood by the 


Senate, having been debated at some length on the © 
previous evening. He felt constrained to move ' 


that the Senate recede from the amendments; they 


were not pertinent to the bill, and had been stricken ; 
out by the House, after a long and animated de- ` 


bate. He hoped, therefore, the Senate would re- 


cede from its amendments, and suffer the bill to be- . 


come a law. 


Mr. WALKER hoped the Senate would not re- . 
He thought not to comply with the contract | 


cede. 
for the purchase of the island might be attended 
with consequences injurious to our interests and 
our relations with the Sioux Indians, Important, 


i amendments, A 
such great moment, as shculd induce them to run 
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however, as was this amendment, yet it was not as 
much so, in his estimation, as the outfit to Com- 
modore Porter. The services of that gallant and 
distinguished man were known to every Senator, 
and was the American Senate prepared to make 
him the only exception to an outfit? He hoped not, 
and that the Senate would not recede. He thought 


there was nothing tobe apprehended for the bill, 


and, in any event, a conference might behad as the 
last resort. 


Mr. WRIGHT was not aware that there was | 


any ground of compromise by the conference. 
Where could they point out a midd'e ground on 
which to stand? The amendments must be passed 


or rejected—and one or the other Ffouse must yield! | 


The simple question was, whether the Senate should 
recede from its amendments, or, by adhering to 
them, send the bill back to the House at this late 
hour. He could see no good object likely to fol- 
low a disagreement with the other branch, as he 
thought it wor!d not be likely to yield. 

Mr. DAVIS agreed with the Senator from New 
York that the Senate ought to recede from its 
Neither of them were matters of 


the risk of delaying or defeating the bill. He pre- 
sumed a delay of a few months could work no 
great injury to Commodore Porter, and as there ap- 
peared a general feeling on the partof the Senate 
to vote the appropriation, he thought the matter 


: could then be postponed unti! the next session, and 


the Senate at once resede from its amendment. 
There was no ground for compromise on which 
committees of conference conid act. 

Mr. HUBBARD said, by the rules of the Senate, 


' if the bill was not signed by 12 o'clock, it could not 
. become a law: the rule was positive that no bill 


should receive the sanction of the President on the 
last day of the session: and who could suppose 


that the bill could go back to the other House and | 


be received here by that time? Besides, there was 
no sort of probability that the matter could be com- 
promised, and it was safer and better at once gr 
the Senate to yield. 

Mr. WALKER insisted there was ground of 
compromise, and he would suggest a very fair one 
at once: they could abandon one, appropriate and 
retain the other: this would be giving the House 
one item, and the Senate one; and he was disposed 
to abandon the island and adhere to the outfit. [Mr. 
Wricut, in an under tone, “I am for the island. ”] 
Mr. W. then spoke of the justice of placing Com. 
P. on the same footing with other diplomatic 
agents, and the vast expense to which he has been 
subjected when acting as Charge. Mr. W. thought 
there was no occasion to abandon either of the ap- 
propriations—the Senate ought to adhere to both. 

Mr. HUBBARD read the vote in the House tc 
show that it was decisive, and that there was little 
chance that that body would yield: the vote on the 
outfit was 54 ayes, 84 noes, and on the purchase of 
the island 44 ayes, 99 noes, 

Mr. WALKER then contended that the outfit 


was voted down by two to one. 


Paul. 
ing the outfit; but, if there was to te any sacrifice, 


he would prefer that the appropriation for the is- ` 
land should be retained. And he declared ia his |; 
place that very serious consequences might grow . 
out of the refusal to conform to the contract as :! 
i; applied, the authority for such application, and the 
i! amount, if any, remaining in hand. 


made by the Secretary of War. 

Mr. PRESTON said, when the subject was dis- 
cussed at a prior session, he had suggested an outfit, 
but that suggestion did not seem to have been 
backed at the time by the friends of the measure. 


It was said that Commodore Porter came here for 


the purpose of being madea resident Minister, 


It was then said by some of the friends of the | 


movement that he only desired advanced rank, by 


which he could approach the person of the Saltan, | 


as other ministers had the privilege of doing. The 


advanced rank was given, and with it the additional | 


salary, and nothing further was said. With ře- 
gard to the island, there was some doubt about the 
title, and the compensation for it was four times 
too much; nay, be might say, ten times too much. 


Mr, BUCHANAN said the Senator from South ll 
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Carolina [Mr. Presron] was much mistaken in 
his estimate of the value of this island; and if be 
had examined the documents on the subject which 
had been presented to the Senate when he was ab- 
sent from his seat, his opinions of its value would 
have been very different. ‘ 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana gave his reasons for 
voting in favor of receding. It was not from any 
objection to the outfit, for which he kad voted on 
another occasion. 

The vote was then taken on receding, and de- 
cided in the affirmative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Calhoun, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Falton, Henderson, 
Hubbard, Huntington, King, Lumpkin, Nicholas, 
Porter, Preston, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tappan, Wali, White, 
and Wright—23. 

NAYS—Messrs, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, 
Linn, Norvell, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Walker, and 
Young—9, ‘ 

The question was then taken on receding from 


‘ the other amendment, and carried without a count. 


Mr. SOUTHARD submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he hereby is, directed to publish monthly the 
number and date of all Treasury notes issued or 
redeemable in pursuance of any of the provisions 
of the laws now in force, and also the number and 
amount of all drafts upon the agents of the .Trea- 
sury, and the amount outstanding and unsatisfied, 
specifying, in regard to both notes and drafts, the 
number and amount of each under. the sum of 


: $100; also under $200, and for. every additional 


hundred. l 

Mr. SOUTHARD asked to have it considered, 
but it having been objected to, it was ordered to lie 
over one day. i 

Mr. MERRICK submitted the following, which 
was adop'ed: : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate at the next 
Session, astatement showing what portion of the 
public lands have been subject to entry at private 
sale for 5 years and. Jess than 10 years; for 10 and 
less than 15; for 15 and less than 20; for 20 and . 
less than 25; for 25 and less than 30; for 30 and 


| less thafu 35; and for 35 and upwards, designating 


the States and Territoriesand land districts in which 
said lands are situate; and what quantity of land 
has been entered after it had been subject to entry 
at private sale 35 years aad upwards, and within 
what years, and within what land district said land 
was entered. 7 

Resolved, That the Presidént of the United States 
be requested to cause to be prepared and transmit- 
mitied to the Senate, in the first week of the next 
session of Congress, a statement of the number and 


| value of the public lots in the erty of Washington 
| given by Congress to citizens and charitable insti- 


tutions, and what rule was adopted in selecting and 


| valuing such lots; also, of such as have been sold 
| and otherwise disposed of since the passage of the 
stood on the Strongest ground, and that the isiand || 

\ tions of the District of Columbia, and for other pur- 
Mr. BUCHANAN would not rob Peter to pay | 
Re had introduced the amendment grant- | 
li means of making such sale, the number of lots and 


act to enlarge the powers of the several corpora- 


poses, showing the authority under which sales and 
dispositions of the public lots have been made, the 


squares disposed of, the time of sale, the price per 
foot at which, and the name of the person or per- 
sons to whom, each lot was sold, the amount of 
proceeds arising from such sales, to what purpose 


Several other bills cf a private nature were voted 


| on, and the Senate, after taking an Executive ses- 
| sion, adjourned at twelve o'clock, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, July 20, 1840. 
After the journal had been read, : 
Mr. RAMSEY, on leave, offered a resolution 


: making extra allowance to sundry officers of the 


House, and demanded the previous question upon 
it, which was seconded, put, and carried. And 
the main question being on the adoption of the S 
solution, the yeas and nays were ordered, an 
were—yeas 38, nays 141. So the resolution was 
rejected. 


reo 
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Mr. TOLAND moved to reconsider the vote just 
taken, in order that the resolution might be modi- 
fied so as not to include in the extra allowances the 
salaried officers of the House. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the motion 
on the table, and demanded the yeas and nays; 


which were ordered, and resulted as follows: Yeas | 


91, nays 62. 

So the motion to reconsider the resolution was 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the House took up 
the Senate’s amendments to the Navy appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. EVANS moved that the House insist on 
its disagreement to the amendment of the Senate, 
(viz: for the survey of the Apalachicola bay, in refer- 
ence to the establishment of a naval station,) and 
appoint a committee of conference. Mr. ADAMS 
moved that the House adhere. Mr. JAMESON, 
that the House recede from its disagreement; and 
he demanded the previous question; which was 
seconded, put, and carried, and the question being 
on receding, it was decided by yeas and nays as 
follows, viz: Yeas 80, nays 91. 

So the House refused to recede. 


_Mr. ADAMS withdrawing his motion to adhere, 


and the question recurring on the motion to insist 
upon the disagreement, it was agreed to; and a 
committee of conference was ordered to be ap- 
pointed. 

The following private bills on the Speaker’s 
table having been returned from the Senate with 
sundry amendments, were taken up, and the 
amendments were concurred in, viz: ` 

An act for the relief of Thompson and Boggs, 
and Robert and Thomas Hatcherson, and others; 

An act for the relief of Gilbert A. Smith and Na- 
than Stark; : 

An act for the relief of William Marbury, of 
Louisiana; : 

An act for the relief of the sureties and heirs of 
Melancton W. Bostwick, deceased, &c.; 

5 An act granting a pension to the heirs of Leonard 
mith; 

An ‘act for the relief of Thomas Latham; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Bennett; 

The following bill was then then taken, up, the 
question being on .cencurring in an amendment of 
the Senate: 

An act to continue in force the first section of an 
act entitled “An act to extend the time of fulfilling 
Virginia military land warrants, and returning sur- 
veys thereon to the General Land Office.” 

Mr. CRAIG, who was entitled to the floor, 


moved the previous question on coucurring in the 


Senate's amendment. 


Mr. L. WILLIAMS objected to the considera- , 
tion of this bill ont of its order; the consequence - 


was, that the bill failed. 


Mr. JONES moved that the Committee of the | 


Whole be discharged from the consideration of | 


the Senate’s amendments to the army appropria- 
tion bill at half past two o’clock, (unless sooner re- 
ported.) 


The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being | 


taken, resulted as follows—yeas 120, nays 44. 


Mr. JONES afterwards modified his motion so 
as to take up the bill in the House at 4 o'clock. 
On the resolation thus modified, he demanded the 
previous question, which was seconded, put, an l 
carried, and the main question being on adopting 
the resolution, the yeas and nays were demanded, 
but the House refused to order them. The resola- 
tion was then carried—ayes 111, noes 31. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the House then re- 
solved itse!f into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Cuirrorp in the chair 
and resumed the consideration of the 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The question pending was on the amendment of . 


Mr. Everett to the amendment of the Senate, re- 
stricting the action of the President in suspending 
certain appropriations in the bill, so as to require 


him to pursue the order in which the apprepriation |: 


stands in the bill. 
After some brief explanations by Messrs. PROF- 
. FIT, and SMITH of Indiana, in relation to some 
semarks by the latter on Saturday, 


_ mitted to report Senate bills referred to them. 


| pay the debts due from them,) the yeas and nays 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. STANLY took the floor, and made some 
remarks in relation to the state of the Treasury. 

He was followed by Messrs. BELL, WISE, 
CUSHING, TILLINGHAST, DAVIS of Ken- 
tucky, and BARNARD, when the question being 
taken on the amendment of Mr. Everett, it was 
rejected—ayes 32, noes 57. 

No quorum having voted, tellers were demanded, 
and the vote being taken, stood as follows: ayes 55, 
noes 76. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to amend the amend- 
ment of the Senate by striking out so much of it as 
authorized the suspension of appropriations for the 
Springfield and Harper’s Ferry armories. 

Mr. COST JOHNSON made some brief remarks 
in supportof the amendment. 

The question then being put on the amendment 
of Mr. Catnoun, resulted—ayes 33, noes 64; no 
quorum; and the hour of 24 o'clock having ar- 
rived, 

The House took a recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, there being no quorum present, | 

Mr. LINCOLN suggested that, until a quorum 
appeared, the standing committees should be per- 


Some desultory conversation arose, when Mr. 
L. said he would not press the subject. 

A quorum having soon arrived, 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the House proceeded 
to execu'e the order by which it had been directed 
that, at 4 o’clcck, the House should resume the 
consideration of the 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question pending was on concurring in the 
amendments of the Senate. 

Mr. JONES moved the previous question; which 
was seconded, put and carried. 

The main question on agreeing with the amend- 
ments was then divided, and put successively on 
the several amendments separately. 

On that allowing an outfit of $6,000 to the Mi- 
nister resident at Constantinople, the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 54, 
nays 84. So the House refused to concur. 

On the next amendment for the purchase of an 
island in the Mississippi, at the confiuence of the ` 
St. Peters, near Fort Snelling, the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and were—yeas 49, nays t00. So 
‘the amendment was not concurred in. 

On the last amendment (which empowers the 
President to suspend a certain amount of the ap- 
propriations, in case of a deficiency of receipts from 
cusioms, lands, ete. or a failure on the part of the 
United States Bank and the late deposite banks to 


were ordered, and resulted as follows—yeas 102, 
nays 76. So the amendment was concurred in. 
Mr. EVANS, from the Committee of Confe- 
rence on the part of the House, relating to the disa- 
greement of the two Houses on the appropriation 
of $30,000 fora survey of the coast at Apalachi- | 
cola bay, made a report. The report recommend- 
ed a new appropriation of $10,000, in a shape dif- 
ferent from the proposition in the bill, but for the 


; same object. 


The report was agreed to. 

After some debate as to what business should 
next be considered, 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. Unperwoop in the Chair,) and 
took up the bill makirg appropriation for the sup- 
port of the 

WEST POINT ACADEMY. 

The bill was read, and being considered by 
rections, 

Mr. KEMBLE, from the Committee on Military 


. Affairs, reported an amendment, making some 


slight alteration in the internal relations of the 
academy. Mr. K. explained that the amendment 


|! would make no increase in the expense, and there- 
| -fore hoped there would be no objection. 


. The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committeee on Com- 
merce, moved to add an amendment, re-enacting a 
provision regulating the salaries of collectors, naval 
officers, surveyors, and the custom-house officers. 

Mr. HOPKINS contended that the amendment, 


under the rule of the House, was not in order, it 
having no connection with the bill. ot 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. CURTIS appealed. 

The appeal was debated by Messrs. CURTIS 
HOPKINS, EVANS, DAVIS of Indiana, SAL- 
TONSTALL, and ADAMS, when the decision of 
the Curar was sustained, and the amendment de- 
clared to be out of order. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS of Tennessee then 
moved to amend, by striking out all after the en- 
acting clause, and substituting a new bill, pro- 
posing a different arrangement for the military in- 
struction of cadets and officers, and providing that 
military students shall be taken from the ranks of 
the army, etc. etc. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then advocated his substitute 
with much earnestness, and gontended that by its 
adoption the army would be supplied with a great- 


| er number of good officers, and the President be 


enabied to make a selection from the whole country, 
instead of from a Single institution. He contended 
that the country required a system of free instruc- 
ticnin military science, and thatthe present insti- 
tution ought to be abelished. 

Mr. MONROE replied with ardor in defence of 
the Military Academy, insisting on the necessity of 
scientific cultivation to ensure success in war to the 
highest gallantry. He presumed no gentleman 
would vote for the substitute; but if the gentleman 
from Kentucky would bring forward his plan next 
session in time to have it discussed, Mr. M. would 
be happy to meet him. 

Mr. POPE followed on the same side, and re- 
monstrated against such an attempt to destroy an 
institution which had existed nearly half a century, 
and which was anornament to the country. The 
subsitute, strictly considered, was not in order; but, 
it were, he must protest against such a scheme. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee expressed him- 
self as decidedly opposed to the school, and would 
vote against the whole bill. He approved of: the 
substitute, and so did many others, and so gentle- 
men would find. Mr.C. then went into a speech 
of considerable length, and much earnestness 
against the Academy. 

Mr. REYNOLDS of Illinois denounced the in- 
stitution as establishing a distinct order in the com- 
munity. He was in favor of a. reasonable and 
strict construction of the Constitution, and this 
school, viewed in that light, was unconstitutional. 
Besides, on the same principle, the judges of out 
couris and members of Congress ought to. be edu- 
cated atthe public expense; and, said Mr. R. if 
we look at some of their speeches, they want edu- 
cation bad enough, Heaven knows. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
HUBBARD, COOPER of Georgia, W. B. CAMP- 
BELL of Tennessee, and C. H. WILLIAMS, 
agains! the continuance of the present institution, 
and by Messrs. DAWSON, EVANS, MUNROE, 
and POPE, in favor of its continuance on the same 
plan as heretofore. 

In the Honse, the amendments were read and 
agreed to. The bill, as amended, was then ordered 
to a third reading by yeas and nays, as follows— 
yeas 176, nays 41. ; 

It was then passed and sent to the Ser ate. 

. Mr. W. COST JOHNSON moved to suspend 
the rules, in order to receive a joint reso'ution from 
the Senate on the District banks, and demanded the 
yeas and nays; which being ordered, were taken, 
and resulted as follows—yeas 73, nays 53. 

There not being twe-thirds, the rules were not 
suspended. 

Mr. JONES then moved to suspend the rales to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; which motion prevailed, and the House 
went into committee accordingly, (Mr. Cave Jonn- 
son in the chair,) and teok up the 

FORTIFICATION BILL. 

The bill was read through, and then considered 
by sections. f 

The sections having been read, and tome mM- 


` qvi- ies having been answered, 


Mr. JONES moved, as an additional section, & 
provision empowering the President, in case of a 
deficit in the Treasury, to postpone until the close 


- of next Congress, unless Congress shall sooner act 
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on the subject, such of the works provided for in 
thé bill as he might deem the state of the Trea- 
sury to require. 

Mr. WISE, ina speech of some length, con- 
tended that there could be no fear of any disap- 
Pointment as to the payment of the bond of the 
United States Bank. 

Mr. COOPER of Fennsylvania followed on the 


same side, attacking the amendment, and lauding | 
He called it j 
“a patriotic” institution, which had never failed to : 


the United States Bank to the skies. 


meet its engagements with the Governmeat. He 
said the amerdment was an unjust attack on that 
Bank, and charged Mr. Jones with acting unwor- 
thily of himself in becoming the instrament of such 
a design. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine replied, and spoke in 
vindication of the amendment and of the chaifman 
who introduced it. He was astonished at the har- 
dihood of any man who would stand up here in de- 
fence of an institation guilty of a violation of law, 
n1 Constitution, and every principle of right and 
jastice, and even common honesty. Was it sacri- 
lege to doubt the solvency or the integrity of such 
an institution? Though a man might always have 


paid his notes, yet it was unreasonable to doubt he: 


would continue to pay, if, in the mean time, he 
had failed? It might be that the Bank would pay 
the Government: all Mr. S. knew was, that the 
stock was greatly below par. 


Mr. JONES said the amendment was the result ; 


of the deliberations of the committee, and not his 
own individual proposition. In reply to Mr. 
Coorer, he observed that there were members on 
that committee who would at least compare with 
that gentleman in intelligence, honor, truth, digni- 
ty, and every quality that adorns the character of 
man. As to the remarks pe:sonal to himself 
which that gentleman had, rudely, thought fit to 
make, he held them in contempt, and disdained 
farther to notice them. Mr. J. then spoke in reply 
to the remarks of Mr. Wise. The estimates on 
which the appropriatious in this bill were founded, 
had been made when the revenue was expected to 
teach twenty millions, but now there had been a 
fatling off, and it appeared possible that it might 
fallshort to the amount of four and a half millions. 
Bat if the appropriations shoald be kept within the 
estimates, and if the State banks and the Bank of 
the United States should pay what they owed the 
Government, there would be no deficiency, and 
consequently the whole amount appropriated 
might be applied, and the discretion granted to the 
amendment need not be exercised. As to tne so 
much dreaded power of the President, the. former 
practice of the Government appropriated a gross 
sum for the fortifications in general, and the Presi- 
dent had then the discretionary power to apply the 
whole som. i 

Mr. COOPER made atrief rejoicder, which 
proved kow deeply he felt the rebuke of Mr. 
Jonzs. 

Mr. GRINNELL inquired of the Chairman cf 
the Committee of Ways and Means, whether the 
Bank of the United States had not already paid in 
advance a great portion of the bond which was 
said to be due on the first of September next. 

Mr. JONES was understood to say that he had 
no information which would enable him to reply in 
the affirmative, beyond what he had heard from 
members. 

Mr. GRINNELL then said that as Mr. J. was 
unable to reply in the negative, he, [Mr. G.] would 
undertake to say that such was the fact. He then 
went on to denounce the Administration for coming 
before Congress and speaking of a debt as doubt- 
ful, when a great portion of that debt had already 
been paid. Heconcluded by denouncing the docu- 
ment of the Secretary as a manifest design to de- 
ceive. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN desired to say a word. He 
denied that the payment referred to had been made 
before or at the time when the document was is- 


| 


i Of thisdebt as doubiful and contingent. 
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sued by the Secretary. Mr. H. proceeded to say 
that, about ten days ago, he was at the: Treasury 
Department, when he understood that arrange- 
ments were in contemplation to pay a portion of 
the bond. He understood, mere'y, that gentlemen 
were making arrangements topay, but did notknow 
that a single dollar had been paid. 

Mr. GRINNELL resumed, and, notwithstanding 
the explicit avowal of Mr. H. that he did not know 
of the actual payment of a dollar, proceeded to de- 
nounce the Administratioa party with double de- 
ceit, in suffering a paper to be printed which spoke 
For his 


; part, he had always been brought up to tell the 
; truth, and fear no man. 


| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. JONES here rose and said, does the gentle- 
man intend to charge that I have spoken any thing 
other than the truth? 

Mr. GRINNELL disclaimed any such charge, 
but he did charge the Secretary with sending false 
and disingenuous documents, and he was surprised 
that the Committee of Ways and Means should 
place any reliance upon its assertions. 

Mr. EVANS then took the floor, and canvassed 
at large the whole fiscal affairs of the country, and 
in defence of the United States Bank. 

Messrs. CLARK and LEET made some brief 
remarks, but chiefly relating to local matters in 
Pennsylvania. ae 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia spoke with much se- 
verity in reply to the attack of Mr. Cooper. of 
Pennsylvania, on the character of the members of 


After some remarks from Messrs. WADDY 
THOMPSON and WISE, in farther opposition to 
the amendment, and in which the latter moved 
further to amend by striking out that portion of the 
amendment in relation tothe non-payment of bank 
debts, ; . 

Mr. WICK said he had often been much puz- 
zled to comprehend the drift and object of debate 
in this House; but never more so than on the pre- 
sent occasion. The chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means (said he) has proposed an amend- 
ment to the bill under consideration, plain, simple, 
explanatory, and precautionary, and in no respect 
dangerous, or obnoxivus to objection; and lo! it 
has been made an occasion to get up a regular set- 
to upon the old party theme—the United States 
Bank—and of a last,a final Congressional charge 
upen the Administration, At first, seid he, I did 
not know—as it is now the witching hour of night— 
but that my friends of the Administration party 
were dreaming, and had seen the ghost of the de- 
funct monster stalking through the hall, accompa- 
nied by witches and warlocks, and long nebbed 
things. But a moment’s reflection satisfied me that, 
in stopping at this conclusion, I was more smart 
than wise, (bowing to Mr. Wise of Virginia,) for 
I remembered that the United States Bank was not 
only dead and buried, but that my Administration 
friends have, by the passage ot the Independent 


; the Committee of Ways and Means. 


ghost in the Red sea. Then, sir, szid he, why, at 
this late hour of the session, have we been called 
upon to sit here patiently under the infliction of a 
regular attack, and defence of that old concern—to 
as dull prosy details about it as we have ever heard, 
here or elsewhere—to another and another attack 
upon Martian Van Buren and Levi Woodbury? 
Why have we witnessed sundry manifestations of 
what must here, I suppose, be called chivalry, but 
which, in the hoosier State, the boys would call 
gostration? 

Is not the Administration yet demolished? Have 
we not heard it proclaimed in this House, at our 
lodgings, and in every street, by the gentlemen of 
the Opposition, that the Administration is boda- 
ciously used up, tetotaciousiy exflunctified? That 
in a few weeks Levi Weodbury is to absquatulate 
to New Hampshire, Martin Van Buren to go to 
Kinderhook, to trundle cabbages, and that the 
friends of old Hickory will find him smoking his 
pipe in the deserts of Arabia? Why, then, toma- 


Treasury bill, turfed over its grave, and laid its | 


| 
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hawk the slain? Why bring declamaiion ʻo bear 
upon the Administration? . Why pummel and beat 
over agaia that which is already beaten toa jelly, 
jelly, jammed into a cocked hat, and flung into the 
middie of next week? Surely the gentlemen of the 
Opposition do not wish to labor in vain. Sir, I 
have thought of two reasons for all this flourish 
First, it has occurred to me that the Opposition 
party, being a little scant of doctrine, a personage, 
called General Mum, has seen proper, at the pre- 
cise close of the session, when the new issue cannot 
be met and exposed, to let it leak out, through his 
friends here, in a modest kind of way, so that it 
may be understood by the knowing ones, but not 
by the farmers, or the honest hearted old Jackson 
men, who stood by the old chief in his battle with 
the monster, that he (Gen. Mum) is not hostile toa 
United States Bank, f 

But as this does not fully account for the tone of 
this evening’s debate, I have looked around the 
hall for its exciting cause. I could surely find no 
cause in an attentive audience on this floor, for 
scarce a member has paid any attention to a word 
which has been said. Every one has been talking 
at the topof his voice. The din has been such, 
that one has had to think by feeling, like one walk- 
ing in a dungeon. 

But, sir, I have looked further and higher, and 
there! and there! and there! (pointing to the gal- 
leries, crowded with Jadies,) I find fifty or an hún- 
dred good and beautiful reasons for making @. 
splash on this floor. Sir, itis time to quit speak- 
ing; voting will be more appropriate. 

Mr. JONES here rose and stated that, pending . 
the debate,he had despatched a messenger to the 
Secretary of Nhe Treasury for information as tọ- 
jun of the United Siates Bank 
The messenger had 
just returned, and he YM r. J.) conceived it his duty | 
to sta'e that the letter frodt-the Secretary, in reply, 
apprised him that the United States Bank had pee 
the Government $400,000 on its bonds due in Sép- 
tember. Also, that the money was paid a week or, 
ten days after the communication had been sent ia. 

The question then being taken on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Wiss, it was rejected. 

The amendment of Mr. Jones was then agreed 


to. 

Mr. DELLET moved to. amend by inserting an 
appropriation for the improvement of the Mobile 
harbor. ats 

The CHAIR decided the amendment to be out 
of order. . 7 

Mr. DELLET took an appeal; but the decision 
of the Crain was.sustained. 

Mr. HAND wished to oferan amendment, mak- 
ing an appropriation. for the erection of a fort at, 
the outlet of Lake Champlain, but the Cuain said 
it would not bein order... |” ; . 

Mr. HAND said, he supposed the amendment 
was not strictly in order, as there was no existing 
law. Butas the bill came from the Cemmittee of 
Waysand Means, all the membe.s of which ad-. 
mitted the importance of the works, and as he 
found that the bill reported by the Committee on: 
Military Affairs would not be reached, he earnestly 
entreated the committee to allow this amendment 
tobe appended to the biilthen under considera- 
tion. 

Objections being made, the amendment 
received. 

The committee now rose, and reported the bil to: 
the House, with the amendment. 

In the House, the amendment having been read, 

Mr. SMITH ef Maine demanded the previous. 
question, which Was seconded, put, and carried; 
and on the main question, being on concurring with 
the amendment,the yeas and nays were demanded, 
but the House refused to order them. The amend- 
ment was concurred in, the bill ordered to a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. RUSSELLof New York now moved that the 
calender of Senate bills, which had been referred w 
a Committee of the Whole, be trancferred toa 


was not 
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Committee ef the Whole on the State of the 
Union. 

Mr. STEENROD moved an adjournment. 

The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered, 
and being taken, resulted as follows—yeas 79, 
nays 63. 

So the House, at a quarter past 12 o'clock, 

Adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tvuespay, July 21, 1840. 

The residue of the standing committees were 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
subjects remaining before them, and leave granted 
to certain individuals to withdraw their papers. 


: FORTIFICATIONS. 

The bill making appropriations for certain forti- 
fications for the year 1840, was received from the 
House, read twice, and referred to the Committee 
on Finan¢e;, reported from the committee without 
amendment, considered by consent, ordered to a 
third reading, and read a third time, and passed. 

-Mr. RUGGLES submitted a resolution calling 
on the Secretary of the Navy for statements as to 
the number of seamen and marines in the United 
States navy; distinguishing American citizens from 
foreigners, and those that had not been from those 
that had been ‘bred in the fisheries. Objection 

, being made, the resolution was lost. 

"Thé bill from the House making appropriations 
for the Military Academy at West Point, for the 
year 1840, was read twice, and referred to the 
Committėe on’ Finance. 

è Senate concurred with the House in sus- 
petiding the 16th joint rale, so as to allow the final 
passage of the bill for the relief of Chastelain and 
Potivert, and for other purposes, and the joint reso- 
lution providing for the remuneration of the work- 
men on thé Treasury building for loss of time. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the resolution 
offeréd by Mr. Souraarp was taken up, amended 
oh motion of Mr. H. (assented to by Mr. Sours- 
akD,) so as to exclude information already pos- 
sessed by the Senate; and in this form it was agreed 


to. 

_Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, teported the bill making appropriations for 
the Military Academy at West Point, for the year 
1840, without amendment. 

Thë bill was then taken up, considered as in 
committee of the whole, and ordered to a third 
reading, réad a third time, and passed. 

„The Senate concurred in the joint resolution 
fromthe House for appointing a joint committee 
td wait on the President of the United States, and 
inform him that Congress, unless he had some fur- 
thér communication to make, were now ready to 
adjourn; and the President pro tem. was authorized 
ba ag the committee on the part of the Senate. 

r. HUBBARD, from the joint committee on 
thé part of the Senate, reported that ithad waited 
an the President to` receive any further communi- 
cations he might be pleased to make, was informed 
by the President that he had no further business to 
communicate, and wished each Senator a happy 
return to hts home. 

- Mr. PHELPS introduced a resolution, which 
‘was carried unanimously, thanking the President 
pro tem. for the able and impartial manner in which 
he had ‘discharged the duties of hfs station. 

Mr. TAPPAN then moved that the Senate ad- 


journ sine die. | 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. having resumed the | 


Chair, addressed tbe Senate as follows: 
| GENTLEMEN oF THE Senare: Our very protract- 
ed session hasdrawn to a close. Whether our time 
has been employed in a manner most conducive to 
the public interest, is not for me to determine. But 
Itake this occasion to say, and I do it with much 
pleasure, that if censure attaches any where, this 
House is not justly liable to any portion of it. Here 
business has met with no improper or unusual ob- 
struction. Every subject of a legislative character 
which has reached us from the other House, has 
been finally disposed of—our duty has been faith- 
fally performed. The course pursued by this hono- 
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rable body during this session, agitating and excit- 
ing as it has been, is well calculated to raise it still 
higher in the esteem and confidence of the people 
throughout this wide-spread land. Decorum in de- 
bate has characterized its proceedings; and a proper 
self-respect and dignity of deportment has marked 
the conduct of each honorable Senator. I must be 
permitted, gentlemen, to return you my sincere 
thanks for your unanimous expression of approba- 
tien of my official conduct. To the best of my 
ability I have discharged the duties; and the impar- 
tiality accorded to me by each honorable Senator, is 
a source of heartfelt gratification. My object has 


ever been to enforce the rules, to preserve order, ; 
If, however, I have ` 
on any occasion wounded the feelings of any Sena- | 


but to inflict pain on no one. 


tor, I take this public occasion to express my deep 
regret, and to ask his pardon. 


May you return, gentlemen, in safety to your : 
homes and families; and may prosperity and hap- | 


piness be the lot of you and yours. I bid you, one 
and all, a kindly farewell. 


The motion to adjourn was then put and carried; 
and 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. announced that the - 


Senate of the United States stood adjourned sine 
die. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspar, July 21, 1840. 


Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Revolu- 


tionary Pensions, reported the following bills; which 
were twice read, committed to the Commitee of the 
Whole House, and made the order of the day for 
to-morrow: 

A bill for the relief of John Sidman of N. Y. 

A bill for the relief of Amos Hunting of Conn. 

A bill for the relief of Leah Tenure of N. Y. 

Also, Senate bill, No. 19, for the relief of Saml. 
White—recommend that it do not pass. 

Mr. C. from the same committee, upon motion, 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the following petitions: 

The petition of Diana Moore of Kentucky; of 
Margaret Smith of Kentucky; of Julia F. Gibbs of 
Connecticut; of Ephraim Owen. of New York; of 
Sarah Hall of Vermont; of Perris Morgan of Mass. 


of Mary Lord of Connecticut; of Barbary Moyer | 


of Pennsylvania, of Anna Garrington of Connecti- ' 


cut; of John Smith of Virginia; of Lydia Moody of 
Massachusetts; of Polly Pratt of Tennessee; of Su- 
san Foster of Kentucky; of Martha Dameron of 
Virginia; (general bill reported,) of Moses Dusen- 
bury of New York; of E. Todd of Massachusetts; 
of Sally Day of Massachusetts; of Nancy Peters of 
Kentucky; Susanna Barker of Illinois; of Sarah 


Meriwether, Mary Allen, and Jane Buford. 


Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public | 


Lands, reported a bill for the graduation of the 
price of public lands, which, after some desultory 
debate as to whether any reports from committees 
should be received at all, was laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER suggested to the House the pro- 
priety of discharging all tie standing committees 
from the consideration of the subjects before them, 
and that they be permitted to hand in their reports 
to, the Clerk; but objection was made. 


i dared, and were—yeas 


ble him to present the resolution; and, on that mo- 
tion, demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
, nays . 
So the rules were not suspended, 
Mr. BRIGGS asked the gegeral consent of the 
House to offer a resolution, which was read for 


| information, as follows: 


Resolved, That the assistant clerks of this House, 
the postmaster, the chaplain, the draughtsman, 
the carman, the hostler, the police of the Capitol, 
the keeper of the western gale of the Capitol, 
and the lamp-lighter, be allowed the same rate of 
extra compensation as has been paid by the Senate 
to their officers and attendants, the same to be paid 
outof the contingent fund. 

Objection having been made— 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to suspend the rales, and 


i on that motion the yeas and nays having been or- 


dered, were—yeas 105, nays 26. 

So the rules were suspended; and the question 
being on the adoption of the resolution =- 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland called for the pre- 


| vious question; which received a second; and the 


main question was ordered. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia called for a division of 
the question, so as to except the chaplain, and to 
have a Separate vote cn that part. 

Mr. McCLELLAN of Tennessee moved to lay 
the resolution on the table; and demanded the yeas 
and nays on that question, which having been or- 
dered, were—yeas 32, nays 104. So the House 
refused to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays on the adoption of the resolution, which were 
not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the first divi- 
sion of the resolution, and it was agreed to; and 
then on the second branch, including the compen- 
sation to the chaplain, and agreed to. 

The SPEAKER, by general consent, laid before 
the House a report from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, in eompliance with a resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives of the 6th of 
April last, giving the names of each of the soldiers 
to whom patents were issued for land lying in the 
military bounty land district, in the State of Illi- 
nois, &c. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting a report of F. R. Hassler, 


| superintendent of the works of standard weights 


and measures; which was, on motion of Mr. CA- 
SEY, ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the usual extra 
quantity of said document was ordered to be print- 
ed for the use of the superintendent. 
Also, a communication from the Treasury De- 
partment, in compliance with a resolution of the 


` 26th of May last, accompanied by a statement 
‘showing the amount paid in money and scrip on ac- 


of Kentucky; of Prudence Windzor, Wm. ` 


count of Revolutionary claims #@bsequent to the 
year 1794. On motion of Mr. CASEY, ordered to 


_ lie on the table and be printed. 


Mr. SMITH of Connecticut asked the general : 
consent of the House to offer a resolution, which | 
was read for the information of the House as fol- : 


lows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be and 
hereby is directed to pay to Messrs. Aycrigg, Max- 
well, Halsted, Stratton, and Yorke, the same com- 


members of Congress, computing the per diem 
from the commencement of the session to the 16th 
day of July instant, inclusive; and to Mr. Charles 
J. Ingersoll the same compensation during the ses- 
sion. 

Objection having been made, 

Mr. SMITH moved to supend the rules to ena- 


Also, a message from the President of the United 
States States, transmitting a statement from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to tranfera 
from one head of apprepriations to another, made 
from the commencement of the present year. Oa 
motion of Mr. BELL, ordered to: lie on the table 
and be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Treasury De- 
partment in relation to the mode of paying mem- 
bers of Congress, and pointing out certain diffical- 
ties in keeping such accounts, &c. On motion of 
Mr. STANLY, ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

Mr. BELL asked the consent of the House to 
make a report from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, in relation to the proceedings had under the 


| first and second clauses of the fourth article of the 
pensation per diem and mileage that is allowed to © 


treaty of the Ist November, 1837, with the Winne- 
bago Indians, with a view of having the report and 
evidenee printed, and the committee discharged. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said he would have no 
objection to the reception of the report; but, if it 
was to be received, he would insist on the reading 
of the report, before he would consent to have it 
printed. 
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Mr. BELL moved to suspend the rules for the 
purpose indicated above, and on that question de- 
manded the yeas and nays; which, having been or- 
dered, were—yeas 84, nays 48 

So the rules were not suspended. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN of Iowa, the 
last hour of the session was set apart for the consi- 
_ deration of territorial business. 

Mr. ADAMS made an effort to get up the joint 
resolution authorizing the payment of the work- 
men on the public buildings, during the time the 
work on the same was suspended, previous to the 
last session of Congress. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana objected. 

Mr. MORGAN said he rose to a privileged ques- 
uom He wished to move the following resolation, 


"Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of. Re- 
peman pay to the witnesses examined in the 

ew Jersey case, §2 per day, while engaged in the 
examination. 

Mr. CUSHING objected, on the ground that it 
was nota privileged question. 

The CHAIR said it was not a privileged ques- 

“tion; and the resolution was not pressed. 

Mr. ADAMS said the objection of the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr Davis} to the consideration of 
the joint resolution for the payment of the work- 
men on the public buildings, had been with- 
drawn; he therefore moved that the resclution be 
taken up; which motion having been agreed to, the 
resolation [was taken up, read the third time, and 
passed; and subsequently the 17th joint rule, which 
prohibits the presentation to the President for his 
approbation, on the last day of the session, aay bill 
or resolution, was so far suspended as to permit the 
presentation of the above. 

Mr. JENIFER moved to suspend the 16.h joint 
rules, which says that “no bill that shall have 

one House shal! be sent for concurrence. to 
other on either of the three last days of the session,” 
so far as to receive from the Senate the joint reso- 
lation which passed that body, supplementary to 
the act extending the corporate existence of the 
banks in the District of Columbia. 

Objection having been made, 

Mr. JENIFER moved to suspend the rule to en 
able him to make the motien. 

Mr. BURKE demanded the yeas and nays, 
which, having been ordered, were—~yeas 81, nays 
51; so ‘the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. JONES of Virgnia moved to suspend the 
17th joint rule, so as to permit the bill making ap- 
propriations for certain fortifications to be presented 
to the President for his approbation. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend the resolutian, so 
as to include all bills that may be passed before 
the adjournment; and, on the question being put on 
the amendment, there we—yeas 56, noes 49. No 
quoram having voted, 

Mr. BRIGGS withdrew the motion to amend. 

The original resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. RUSSELL asked the general consent, of the 
House to offer a resolution from the Committee on 
Claims, which was r ad for information, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the Speaker of the House desig- 
nate one member on the Committee of Claims, 
whose duty it shall be, during the recess of Con- 
gress, to attent at the seat of f Government, and ex- 
amine all petitions, memorials, bills, and resolu- 
tions committed to that committee, and not acted 

on at the present session, and to prepare reports 
thereon for the action of the Committee on Claims 
at the next session of Congress. 

Mr. R. said it was in consequence of the bad 
condition of the private claims that the Committee 
on Claims had been induced to present this resolu- 
tion to the House. It was unanimously agreed to 
by that committee, and he hoped it would pass. 

Objection having been made to the reception of 
the resolution, 

Mr. RUSSELL moved to suspend the rules for 
the purpose. 

The CHAIR said there was a motion to suspend 
the rules now pending. 

The question was then taken ‘on the motion of 
Mr.. Jones of Vir inia to suspend the rules, and 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of 


the Whole House on the state of the Union, and 
| agreed to; and the House accordingly went into 
Committee, Mr. Casey in the chair. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the committee took 
up the bill for the relief of Chastellain and Ponvort, 
and for other purposes, which bad been returned 
from the Senate with numerous amendments, 
making appropriations for various objects; all 
which amendments were concarred in, except the 
appropriation of $20,000 for the payment of Clarke 
and Force, for the second and third volumes of the 
Documentary History of the Revolution, and afier 
a few remarks explanatory of the amendment by 
Messrs. JONES of Virginia, CAVE JOHNSON, 
STANLY, UNDERWOOD, and EVERETT, the 
amendment was agreed fo. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved to lay the bill 
aside to be reported to the House, for the purpose 
of considering the bill from the Senate, entitled 
“An act to confirm to the State of Indiana the land 
` selected by her for that portion of the Wabash and 
Erie Canal which lies between Tippecanoe river 
and Terre Haute, and for other purposes.” 

But the motion was objec.ed to by several; and 

The question was taken on the motion to report 
the omnibus bill to the House, and agreed to, 

The bill having been reported to the House, and 
the question being on concurring with the commit- 
tce in the amendments of the Senate, 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in; and, on motion of Mr. 
EVANS, the seventeenth joint rule wasso far sus- 
pended as to permit the bill to be presented to the 
President for his signature. 

Mr. DUNCAN gave notice that he would, some 
day during the next session of Congress, ask leave 
to introduce a bill to authorize and require the 
President of the United States to make a present 
to the King of Muscat of a sloop of war, for rea- 
sons which he would then name in a preamble to 
the bill. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN asked the House to take up 
Senate bill regulating the pay of the pursers in the 
navy. The bill was of great importance. 

Objection having been made, 

Mr. H. moved to suspend the rules for the pur- 
pose, which the House refused to do. 

Mr. RUSSELL again asked the consent of the 
House to enable kim to report from the Committee 
. of Claims the resolution in relation to claims, re- 
ported above; but objection being made, 

Mr. R. moved tosuspend the rales for the pur- 
pose; on which motion the yeas and nays having 
been ordered, were—yeas 40, nays 106. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. STANLY moved ‘to take up the bill regu- 
lating the pay of pursers, 

Mr. WISE objected. He wished that billto lay 
over till the next session. It was too important to 
be passed upon at.that late period. 

Mr. GENTRY asked the House to take up the 
bill regulating the mileage of members of Congress. 

The CHAIR said it woald require a vote of two 
thirds to accomplish that object. Consequently, 
Mr. G. did not press his motion. 

The bill on the Speaxer’s table, returned from 
the Senate with amendments, entitled an act for 
the relief of Hyacinth Lasselle, was taken up, and 
the amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. JAMESON moved to take up the bill from the 
Senate, entitled an act creating a new land district 
in the State of Missouri, and for changing the 
boundaries of the southwestern and western land 
districts «in said State. Objection having been 
made, 

Mr. JAMESON moved to suspend the rules, 
for the purpose, and on that motion demanded the 
yeas and hays, which having been ‘ordered, were 
—yeas 72, nays 51. 

So the rales were not suspended. 

‘On motion of Mr, HAND, it was resolved, that 
a committee be appointed to join such committee as 
may be appointed on the part of the Senate to wait 


that unless he may have other communications te the 
two Houses of Congress, that they are- ready to ad- 
joum. ` 


on the President of the United States to notify him 


Mr. HAND, fiom the joint: Se Sra ns © | ee se sint- 
ed as above, subsequntly reported: that that com- 
mittee had performed their duty, and received for 
answer that the President had no father dommtuni- 
to make to the House, excepto express his wishes 
n their health, and safe return to their: ‘oonsti- 
uents. 

Mr. JENIFER gave notice that if by‘ the ist of . 
January next, the duties and restrictions wpon our 
pares in Europe are not modified, he showld ask 
eave to introdacea bill laying counturvasting du- 
ties. ae 

FRENCH SPOLIATIONS PRIOR TO fort 

Mr. CUSHING gave notice that at he: 
of the hext session of Congress: he shéwid' all = 
the bill making indemnity to claimants for spolia- 
tions committed by France, prior to 1800, ¢nd 
solicit the action-of the House thereon,’ thére not 
being any opportunity to act on the bill at’ the pre- 
sent session of Congress, 

Mr. R. GARLAND asked the consent ofthe 
House as a last request to take up a bill, whieli he 
said had passed seven years in succession, ‘the title 
of which the reporters did not distinctly hears: ‘The 
request was refused. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN of lowa, the 
hour of one o’clock having arrived, the House pro- 
ceeded to execute the special order, by ræolving 
itself into Committee of the Whole "House ow the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Casry in’ the chair,) for 
the purpose of considering territorial business. . 

Mr. DOWNING moved that-the comtaites take 
up Senate bill entitled ‘An act to atitherize the 
President of the United States to raise énethowaand 
five hundred men to serve against: ‘the Florida TIn- 
dians.” 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS objected, on the. rownd 
that it did not come wi'hin the special order. | 

The CHAIR so decided that it did not: 

Mr. DOWNING appealed from the décision of 
the Craze; and the question was pnt, “Strall the de- 
cision of the Crain stand as the judgmest ‘of the 
committe?” and it was decided in “the . afirma- 
tive. 

Mr. CRABB moved to take up the bill to.ad- 
mit Florida into the Union; which motion: was 
disagree 1 to without a count. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN of Iowa; Bonate 
bill (220) entitled “An act to amend the act enti- 
tled ‘an act for laying off the town of : Fort- Madi- 
son and Barlington, in the county of Des Moines, 
and the towns of Belleview, - -Dubugue, and -Pera, 
in the county of Dabuque, Territory: of Wiskon- 
sin, and for other purposes,’ ” approved March the 
3d, 1837, was taken up, read, ‘and there being no 
motion to amend, the bill: was, laid aside to be re- 


` ported to the House 


On motion. of Mr. DOTY, the bill for the, -pto- 
tection of the commerce on Lake’ 


i titled an act to cause the reserved. lead mines be- 
| longing to the 


United.Siates in, the. several „States 
and Territories to be sold as other, pabl 

i next taken up; and the bill haying” ii 
through, 

Mr. JOHNSON of, Maryland movel 40 stri 
out the enacting clause of the bill;. an tae ey 
remarks by Mr. J. in favor of that mo 
Mr. CHAPMAN in opposition to if fthe. qheition 
was put, and the motion was agreed to—ayes. 68, 
noes 53. 

House bill to establish post routes in the Territo- 
ry of Iowa was next taken up, and there, ae no 
motion to amend the bill, it was laid aside to be 
reported to the House. 

On motion of Mr. DOTY, the bill in relation to 
R 


the Neenah and Wiskonsin Tivers was next i 
up, and there being no motion tp, : 
was laid aside to be reported to the, Hea 

On,motion of Mr. CHAPMAN ol iow. 
to authorize the’ Legislative Couneif of” was fe to ee 
crease the jurisdiction of justices nf the peace in 
said Territory, was next taken up, and there being 
no motion to amend the bill, it was laid aside to be 
reported to the House. : 

Mr. DOTY moved that the committee rise, and 
report the bills to the House. 
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Mr. CHAPMAN of Iowa protested against that 
Motion, and complained that the mover had not 
acted honorably in making the motion before the 
bills were acted on. 

. ‘The question was put on the motion, and agreed 
to; and the committee rose and reported the bills to 
the House. 

The question being on concurring with the 
amendment of the committee, striking out the en- 

. acting clause of the bill authorizing the President 
of the United States to cause the lead mines to be 
sold, the question was put, and the amendment was 
concurred in 

Mr. CHAPMAN made some remarks in oppo- 
sition to the amendment before the question was 
put. 

Senate bill (220, as noticed above,) which was 
reported from the committee, was then read the 
third time and passed; but the joint rule was not 
suspended which prohibited its presentation to the 
President for his signature, and the bill was in con- 


sequence lost, notwithstanding it passed both. | 


Houses. 

The dill appropriating $55, 000 for the protection 
of commerce on Lake Michigan, [by the construc- 
tion of harbors on that portion of the lake border- 
ing on Wiskonsin,] came up on its engrossment for 
a third reading. 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays on 
that question; which, having been ordered, were— 
yeas 70, nays 55. 

The bill was then read the third time, and the 
question being, “Sha'l the bill pass?” 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mizsissippi spoke of the 
profession of economy of the Whig party, the 
most of whom belonging to it had jast voted in 
favor of this enormous measure. He hoped it 
would not pass. 

Mr. MARVIN moved the previous quesiion on 
its passage; which, having received a second, and 
the question being, “Shail the main question be 

- Rew pat?” 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi demanded the 
yeas and nays; which, having been ordered, were 
—yeas 70, nays 70. The Spxaker vo'ed in the 
negative, and the House cetermined that the 
main question on its passage should not be pat. 

The hour of two o’clock, the time fixed by the 
joint resolution for the closing of the present session 
having expired before the roil was called throngh 
on the question above, 

The SPEAKER announced that the House was 
adjourned till the first Monday in December next. 


y REPORT 
OF THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES OF THE UNITED 8TAT 


Jn compliance with the act to authorize the. copeeiiaieal 
Of additional paymasters, and for other purpeses, 
passed July 4, 1836. 


Orrice Hovse or Rers. U. S. 
July 21, 1840. 


In obedience to the 6th section of the “Act to, 


authorize the appointment of additional paymas- 
ters, and for other purposes,” passed Jaly 4, 1836, 
which requires “‘ the Secretary of the Senate and 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, as soon as 
may be after the close of each session of Congress, 
to publish a statement of all appropriations made 
during the-session; and also a statement of the new 
offices created, and the salaries of each; and also a 
statemént of the offices, the salaries of which are in- 
creased, and the amount of such increase,” the 
Cterk of the House of Representatives submits the 
_faccompanying statements. 
H. A. GARLAND, 
Clerk of Ho. of Reps. 
‘Statement of appropriations made during the Ist session 
of the 26th Congress of the United States of Ameri- 
ea, specifying the amount and object ef each. 
Isr Session 26TH CONGRESS. 
H. R. No. 2. For the support of Government tn part 
Sor the year 1840. 
Pay and mileage of members of Congress and De- 
legates ~- $400,000 
Pay of the officers and clerks of the 
Senate and Honse of Repres nie: 


- tives - - 25,000 
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Stationery, fuel, printing, and all 
other incidental and contingent ex- 
penses of the Senate . è 

For the same for the House of Repre- 
sentatives - - 

Arvears of printing, lihographing, and 
engraviug, - 

H. R. 8. For the ‘civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government for 
the year 1840. 

For pay and mileage of the members 
of Congress and delegates - 

For pay of the officers and clerks of 
the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives -= 

For stationery, fuel, drinting, and all 
other contingent expeners of the 
Senate - 

For stationery, fuel, printing, and all 
other contingent expenses of the 
House of Representatives - 
The two sums last mentioned to be 

applied to the payment of the ordina- 


:, Ty expenditures of the Senate and 
: House of Representatives, severa!ly, 
i, and to no other purpose; 

, For compensation to the President 


and Vice President of the United 
States, the Secre'ary of State, the 
Secreiary of the Treasury, the Se- 
cretary of War, the Secretary of 
the Navy, and tne Postmaster Ge- 
neral - - - 

For salary of the Soreiiy to sign 
patents for public lands, per act of 
March second, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-t three - - 

For clerks and messengers in the of- 
fice of the Secretary of State - 

For the contingentexpenses of the De- 
partment of State, including pub- 
lishing and distributing the laws - 

For the superintendent aud watch- 
men of the nonnees exeoutive 
building - 

For contingent erise of said 
building, including fuel, làbon; oil, 
and repairs - - 

For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the a 
cretary of the Treasury - 

For compensation to the clerks in 
said office, per act of the twenty- 
third June, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-six, entitled “An act to re- 
gulate the geposii-s of the ponie 
money” 

For compensation to ‘the First Comp- 
troller of the Treasury - - 

For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the 
First Comptroller - 

For compensation to the Second 
Comptroller - 

For compensajion to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the Se- 
cond Comptroller, including the 
compensation of two clerks trans- 
ferred from the office of the 
‘Fourth Auditor - 

For compensation to the First Audi- 
tor of the Treasury - 

For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the 
First Auditor = - - 

For compensation to the Second Au- 
ditor of the Treasury - 

For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the Se- 
cond Auditor = 

For compensation to the Third Au- 
ditor - 7 

For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the 

Third Auditor - - 

For compensation to two clerks em- 
ployed on claims under the act of 
the eighteenth January, one thou- 
sand eight hnadid and tharty-se 

ven - 


25,000 
100,000 
50,000 


268,944 
18,400 
50,000 


100,000 


60,000 
1,500 
20,300 
25,000 
1,500 
3,350 


16,450 | 


3,600 
3,500 


19,300 
3,000 


12,250 
3,000 


-15,900 


3,000 


17,900 
3,000 


29,650 


240 


Tl For compensation to the Fourth Au- 


ditor - 

For compensation to the leeks and 
messengers in the office of the 
Fourth Auditor - - - 


For compensation to the Fifth ans 


ditor - - - 

For compensation to clerks and mes- 
sengers in the office of the Fifth 
Auditor - - - - 


! For compensation to two clerks in 
the office of the Fifth Auditor, . 


according to the act of the seventh 
July, eighteen hundred and tiny 
eight - - 

For compensation to the Treasurer 
of the United States - 

For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the 
Treasurer of the United States - 

For compersation to the Register of 
the Treasury - ~ 


_ For compensation to the clerks and 


messengers in the office of the Re- 
gister of the Treasury >- - 


` For compensation of the Commis- 


sioner of the General Land Office, 
peract of fourth July, eighteen 
huncred and thirty six - - 

For compensation of the recorder, 
solicitor, draughtsman, and assist- 
ant draughtsman, clerks, messen- 
gers, and packers, in the office of 
the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office - 

For compensation to the Solicitor of 
the Treasury - 

For compensation to the clerks and 
messenger in the office of the Ros 
licitor of the Treasury 

For translating foreign languages 
and for receiving and transmitting 
passports and sea letters, in the 
office of the Reeretary: of he 
Treasury - 

For stating and printing public ac- 
counts - 

For stationery, printing, and all 
other contingent expenses of the 
Treasury Department, viz: 

For the office of the First Comp: 
troller 

For the office of the Second Comp- 
troller 

For the office of the First Auditor - 

For the office of the Second Auditor 

For the office of the Third Auditor 

For the office of the Fourth Auditor 

For the office of the Fifth Auditor - 

For the office of the Treasurer of the 
United States 

For the office of the Register of the 
Treasury - - 

For the office of the Solicitor - 

For eighty-three thousand pieces of 
parchment and printing, booksand 


stationery, advertising, and contine — 


gent expenses of the General Land 
Office, and for books and blanks 
for the district land offices - 


: For compensation of the superinten- 


` For + contingent expenses of 


dent and watchmen of the suth- 

east executive building - 

the 
building occupied by the Treasury, 
including fuel, labor, oil, carrying 
the Department mails, and sealing 
ships’ registers, in one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-nine and 
one thousand eight manaren and 
forty, &e. - 

For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the 
Secretary of War, including the 
messenger in ihe bounty land 
bureau -| 

For contingent expenses of the office 
of the Secretary of War - 
or books, maps, ahd plans for the 
War Department - - 


Saunaan 


3,000 


16,950 
3,000 


9,800 


2,000 
3,000 


10,750 
3,000 


24,200 


3,000 


95,500 
3,500 


3,950 


300 
1,400 


12,000 


13,350 
3,000 
1,000 


For compensation of extra clerks, 
when employed in said office - 
For compensation cf the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs - 
For compensation of the clerks and 
messenger in the office of the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs - 
For contingent Sapos of said 
office - 
For compensation - of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions - 
For compensation of clerks transfer- 
red from the office of the Secretary 
of War to the effice of Commis- 
sioner of Pensions - - 
For compensation to clerks and mes- 
sengers for the office of the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, authorized 
by act of ninth May, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-six - 7 
For contingent expenses of sig 
office - - 
For compensation to clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the Pepa 


ter General - 
For contingent expenses of said 
office - - 


For compensation of clerk and mes- 
senger in the office of the Oom 
manding General - - 

For contingent expenses of said 
office - 

For compensation to clerks and mes- 
senger in the office pt the Aojama 
General - 

For contingent expenses of said 
office - 

For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the Suuarter: 


master General - - 
For contingent expenses “of said 
office - - - 


For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the Commis- 
sary General of Purchases - 

For contingent expenses of fad 
office - 

Fo: compensation of ‘clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the Commis- 
sary General of Subsistence - 

For coniingeni expenses of ao 
office 

For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in the ofice: of Chief ree 
neer - 

For contingent expenses ‘of said 
office - - - - 

For compensation to clerk and mes- 
senger in the office of the Surgeon 
General - - - - 

For contingent sae of said 
office 


For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in the Ordnance office - 

as contingent erpen: of said 

For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in ime Topographical Be 
Teau 

For contingent expenies of raid bu- 
teau - 


For compensation of the superin- : 


tendent and watchmen of the north- 
west executive building - - 
For contingent expenses of said 
building, including tent of bounty 
land office, for labor, fuel, oil, and 
repairs, and for contingencies of 


the fire engines and apparatas - 


For compensation of the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the Se- 
cretary of the Navy - = 

For contingent chpeuses of said 
cflice - - - 

For compensation of the Commis- 
sioners of the Navy Board - 

For compensation of the Recrclary 
. of the Navy Board - 

For compensation to the clerks and 
messenger of the Navy Board - 


4,800 


a 


For contingent 


six - 


fice 
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expenses of said pended balances of former appro- 
ofice = - . 1,800 priations, to be apportioned to 
For salary of superintendent and them according: to thn exigencies i 
watchmen of the southwest execu- of the public serv:ce - 9,000 
tive building - 1,250 For extra clerks in the office of the i 
For contingent expenses of said ! Surveyors-General to transcribe l 
building, including fuel s labor, oil, | field notes of survey, for the pur- 
repairs of building, engine, and pose of preserving them at the 
improvement of the grounds - 3,350 | seat of Government, in addition to 
For compensation to three Assistant | q the unexpended balances of former 
Postmasters General, per act third appropriations, viz: 
J uly, e eighteen hundred and thirty- | Office of the Surveyor-General north: 
7,500 |. west of the Ohio - 4,500 
For compensation to clerks and mes- '; Office of the Sarveyor-General of Ili- 
sengers in the General Post Of- l noisand Missouri - 2 200 
48,600 l! Office of the Surveyor-General of í 
For topographic and additional eleri ; Arkansas - 1,000 
in said oftice per act of March 3d, ‘| Office of the Surveyor-General of 
1839, and a clerk to keep the ap- f Lj Mississippi - 550 
propriation account - 141,600 | Office of the Surveyor-General of 
For contingent expenses of said of- ‘| Wiskonsin - 1,000 
fice, including four thousand dol- -; For compensation to the Commis- 
` lars for rent and fuel for the Audi- ' s sioner of Public Brildings in 
tor’s Office - - 8,009 ; Washington, - 2,300 
For compensation of two watchmen 600 |; For compensation to three assistants 
For compensation to the andor of | to the Commissioner, as superin- 
the Post Office - 3,000 | tendent of the Potomac bridge, in- 
For compensation to clerks and | eluding oil. for lamps, fuel, and re- 
and mezsengers jn said office 55,000 j; . pairs, - 2,990 
For eleven additional clerks in said For compensation to the. officers and l 
office - 13,200 clerks of the Mint - - 20,400 
For contingent expenses of said of- For pay of laborers in the various de- 
fice, includisg the expense of partments of the Mint, - - 23,000 
quarterly books, stationery, print- i, For incidental and contingent expen- i 
ing, and pay of laborers . 4,700 ses, including the wastage of gold 
For compensation of the Surveyor and silver, fuel, materials, station- 
General northwest of the Ohio 2,000 ery, water rent, and taxes - 16,000 
For compensation .to clerks in his || For new machinery - 3,000 
office, per act of ninth May, eigh- i| For specimens of ores and coins to 
teen hundred and thirty-six - 6,300 | be reserved at the Minat - - 1,000 
For compensation to the Surveyor- ||. Eor compensation to the officers and 
General for Illinois and Missouri 2,000 ; clerk of the branch Mint at Ghar 
For compensation to clerks in the of- , j lotte, North Carolina -~ 6,000 
fice of said Surveyor-General, per i| For pay of laborers in the various 
act ot May ninth, egiteen: hun- ! departments of the same - ` - 3,500 
dred and thirty-six 3,820 i| For wastage of gold, and for contin- 
For compensation to the Surveyor- | gent expenses of the same - 2,500 
General of Arkansas - 2,000 ‘| For compensation to the officers and 
For compensation of clerks in the of- i| clerk of the branch Mint Dahle’ 
fice of said Surveyor-General 2,800 i nega, Georgia - 6,000 
For compensation of the Surveyor: ‘| For pay of laberers in the various 
General of Louisiana 2,000 . , departments of the same ~= - 3,500 
For compensation to clerks in the i] For wastage of gold, and for contin- 
office .of said Surveyor-General, ‘| gent expenses of the same - 2,000 
per act of May ninth, eighteen i| For compensation to the officers and 
hundred and thirty-six - 2,500 i clerks of the branen, mint at Ser 
For compensation of the Surveyor- . j Orleans - 12,900 
General of Mississippi - 2,000 For pay of ‘borers in the various 
For compensation of clerks in the of- departments of the same - - 22,000 
fice of said Surveyor-General, per For wastage of gold and silver, and 
act May ninth, eighteen hundred | for contingent expenses of the same 17,100 
and thirty-six - 5,000 ; For compensation of the Governor, 
For compensation of the Surveyor- J udges, and Secretary of. Wiskon- 
General of Alabama - 2,000 i| - sin Territory - 9,100 
For compensation of clerks in tne | For contingent expenses of said Ter- , 
office of said Surveyor General, ti _ ritory - 350 
per act ninth May, eighteen hun- '; For pay and mi'eage of the members 
dred and thirty-six 2,200 of the Legislative Assembly, pay 
For compensation of the Surveyor- i of officers ‘of the councils, printing, 
General of Florida - 2,000 "| furniture, stationery, fuel, and 
For compensation of clerks in the other incidental expenses - _2 34,075 
office of said Surveyor-Goneral 3,500 ,| For compensation to the Governor, 
For compensation of the Surveyor . '| Judges, and Secretary of the Ter- 
General of Wiskonsin - 1,500 it Yitory of Iowa - - 9,100 
For. compensation of the clerks in '| For pay and mileage to the Legisla- 
his office per act twelfth June, eigh- | tive Assembly, pay of officers, 
teen hundred and thirty-eieht 1,600 | printing, furniture, stationery, fuel, 
For ss) a oF i the pe ae 1 and ell other incidental expenses - 27,050 
veyor-General of Illinois is- f aei g 
sorri, 1o the tweniy-sith Septem E a 
ber; eightean., hundred and 'h irty- 478 26 n sembly of said Territory - fs 7,000 
For compensation of the Surveyor- | For the payment of the printing the 
General of Wiskonsin, for payment $ jaws and other contingent expenses 
ot his salary for the fractional! part of the Legislative Assembly of the 
of fourth quarter of eighteen hun- | Territory of Iowa, being a a 
dred and thirty-eight ` - 198 97 cy in the appropriation = Rae 
For extra clerks and draughtsmen, bi eighteen hundred and thirty” 4,000 
in the offices of the Surveyors |! For SEER a T the Governor, 


General, in addition to the unex- 


550 


a maa 


Judges, and Secretary of the Terri- 
tory of Florida - - á 
For contingent expenses of said Ter- 
ritory = i = = - 
For pay and mileage of the members 
of the Legislative Council of said 
Territory, pay of the officers of tha 
Council, priating, furniture, rent, 
stationery, fuel, and all other inci- 
dental and miscellaneous expenses 
For compensation of the Chief Jus- 
tice, the Associate Judges, and Dis- 
trict Judges of the United States - 
For compensation of the Chief Jus- 
tice and Associate Judges of the 
District of Columbia, and of the 
Judges of the Criminal and Or- 
phans’ Courts of said District - 
For compensation of the Attorney 
General of the United States - 
For compensation of clerk and mes- 
senger in the office of the Attorney 
General - - - 
For contingent expenses of said oi- 
fice - - - - 
For purchasing law books - -. 
For compensation to the reporter of 
the decisions of the Supreme 
Cout - - - - 
For compensation to the district at- 
torneys and marshals, including 
those in the several Territories - 
For defraying the expenses of the 
Supreme, circait,and district courts 
of the United States, including 
the District of Columbia; also for 
jurors and witnesses, in aid of the 
fonds arising from fines, penalties, 
and forfeitures incurred in the year 
eighteen and forty and preceding 
years; and likewise for defraying 
the expenses of suits in which the 
United States are concerned, and 
of prosecutions for cffences com- 
mitted against the United States, 
and for the safekeeping of pri- 
soners -~ - - 
For the payment of annuities and 
grants by special acts of Congress 
For survey of the coast of the Uni- 
ted States, iscluding the compen- 
sation of the superintendent and 
assistant - - - - 
For compensation of twò keepers of 
the public archives in Florida - 
For salaries of registers and receivers 


of land offices where there are no ` 


sales - 7 
For expenses of surveyingand mark- 
ing the boundary between the Uni- 


ted States and Texas - - 
For salary of the Commissioner of 
said survey - - - 
For the salary of the surveyor ~ 
For the salary of the clerk - - 


For buildings and machinery for the 
branch Mint at Charlotte, North 
Carolina, being a balance due to 
the commissioner appointed to su- 
perintend the erect-on of the build- 
ings - - - - 

For discharging the balance due to 
the contractors for building the 
branch Mint at Dahlonega - 

For allowances to the law agent, as- 
sistant counsel, and district attor- 
ney under the acts providing for 
the settlementof private land claims 

Jin Florida - - - 

For the support and maintenance of 
light-houses, floating-lights, bea- 
cons, buoys, and stakeages, includ- 
ing the purchase of lamps, oil, 
wicks, buffskins, whiting, and cot- 
ton clotb, transporting oil, &c. 
keepers’ salaries, repairs, improve- 
ments, and contingent expenses - 

For continning the construction of the 
New Treasury Building, iacluđing 
the arrearages due for materials 


300,000 
900 


100,000 
1,000 
3,500 

10,000 
2,500 


2,200 
1,200 


12 


10,000 


5,000 


431,987 26 
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furnished and labor performed on 
the said buildings, certified by the 
Cemmissioner of the Public Build- 
| ings, to amount, on the fifteenth of 
April, eighteen hundred and forty, 
to the sum of fifty-three thousand 
one hundred and ninety-four dollar: 
and six cents - - - 
For continuing the construction of 
the New Patent Office Building, in- 
cluding the arrearages due for ma- 
terials furnished, and labor per- 
formed on the said buildings, certi- 
fied by the Commissioner of the 
Public Buildings, to amount, on 
the fifteenth of April, eighteen 
hundred and forty, to the sum of 
forty-two thousand four hundred 
and eighty-one dollars and eighty- 
three cents - - - 
For continuing the construction of 
the New General Post Office Build- 
ing - - - zm 
For alterations and repairs of the Ca- 
pitol, and incidental expenses -~ 
For lighting lamps, purchasing trees, 
shrubs, and compost, for keeping 
in order the public grounds around 


‘| the Capitol, the iron water pipes 


7 


| and wooden fences - - 
| For attendance at the western gates 
of the Capitol - - - 


For salary of the principal gardener 
For alterations and repairs of the 
Presideat’s house and farniture, 
for purchasing trees, shrubs, and 
crmpost, and for superintendence 
of the grounds ~. - - 
For payments tothe artists engaged 
in executing four historical paint- 
ings for the vacant panels of the ro- 
tunda of the Capitol - - 
For payment to Luigi Persico and 
Horatio Greenough for statues to 
adorn the two blockings, east front 
of the Capitol - - - 
For the support and maintenance of 
the penitentiary of the District of 
Columbia - - - - 
For payment of the expenses of the 
sixth census, including the enume- 
ration and returns, necessary 


blanks, clerical services, &c. - 


For surveying the public lands, to be 
apportioned to the several survey- 
ing districts, according to the exi- 
gencies of the public service, in ad- 
dition to the unexpended balance 
of appropriations - 

For closing the surveys of the public 
lands in the State of Mississippi, 
chiefly relinquished contracts, at a 
rate not exceeding eight dollars‘ per 
mile for township lines - - 


the State of Mississippi, at a rate 
not exceeding six dollars per mile 
for section lines, and eight dollars 
per mile for township lines © -~ 
For completing the surveys of unfi- 
nished portions of townships, isl- 
ands, lakes, &c. in Florida, at a 
price not exceeding five dollars per 
mile -> > - 
For surveying in the State of Louisi- 
ana, at a rate not exceeding eight 
dollars a mile, and to be applied, 
if hereafter found expedient, for 
retracing and correcting certain old 
| _ surveys in said State - - 
Fer completing the custom-house 
| building at New York, - - - 
For the construction of the new cus- 
tom-house at Boston - - 


For repairing the public works at 
Staten Island - - - 
For repairs of the custom-house 
buildieg at New Bedford . - 
For repairs of the custom-house 
building at New London - 


For retracing certain old surveys in’ 


105,000 


100,000 


125,000 
1,551 


6,860 


547 50 
1,200 


3,665 
8,000 


8,000 


14,503 50 


740,000 


215,000 


18,610 


17,200 


10,600 


10,000 
-118,743 
121,000 
29,720 
500 
1,700 
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For tepairs of the marine hospital at 
Norfolk - - - - 
For the payment of expenses mcur- 
red by the collector of New York, 
under the act of seventh July, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, 
to remit the duties upon certain 
goods destroyed by fire at the late 
conflagration at the city of New 
York. - - - - 
For salaries of the Ministers of the 
United States to Great Britain, 
France, Spain, Russia, Prussia, 
Austria, and Mexico - - 
For salaries of the Secretaries of Le- 
gation to the same places - 
For salary of the Minister Resident 
of the United States to Turkey - 
For salaries of the Charges des Af- 
faires to Portugal, Denmark, Swe- 
den; Holland, Belgium, Brazil, 
Chili, Peru, New Granada, Vene- 
zuela, Texas, Naples, and Sar- 
dinia - - - - 
For contingent expenses of all the 
Missions abroad - - 
For outfits for a Minister to Russia, 
and of Charge d'Affaires to Sar- 
dinia - - 
For salaries of the Consuls of the 
United States at Londoa and 
Paris - - - - 
For the expenses and salaries of di- 
plomatic agents, to be employed 
under the direction of the Presi- 
dent of the United States in attend- 
ing to the tobacco interest of the 
United States in Europe - 
For the relief and protection of Ame- 
rican seamen in foreign countries 
For clerk hire, office rent, stationery, 
and other expenses in the office of 
the American Consal at Londen, 
per act of January nineteenth, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six 
For interpreters, guards, and other 
expenses incident to the consulates 
in the Turkish dominions - 
For the salary of the principal and 
two assistants Librarians, pay of 
the messenger, and for centingent 
expenses of the Library ~- 
For the purchase of books for the 
Library of Congress - - 
For compensation of William Gibbs 
McNeill,being an excess of expen- 
diture over and.above the appro- 
priation for surveys made under 
his direction, of the East pass of 
the Apalachicola Bay = - o 
For thepayment oficertain certificates, 
being part of the balance of a for- 
mer appropriation for that object, 
carried to the surplus fund Decem- 
ber thirty-first, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-nine - - 


For the service of the General Post: 


Office, for the year eighteen hun- 
dred and forty, in conformity to 
the act of second of July, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six - - 


H. R. 5. For an outfit for a Charge 


d’Affaires$to the Republic of Texas 
For repairing the roof to the public 
store at the custom-house in the 
city of Philadelphia, ar for new 
roofing the same with copper, as 
shall be directed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, after causing 
careful surveys of the condition of 
the said building to be made, a sum 
not to exceed -~ - - 


|| For the pay of the commissioner ap- 


inted by the Governor of .the 

erritory of Iowa to act on the 
part of that Territory, in conjunc- 
tion with the commissioner ap- 
: pointed by the United States, in as- 
certaining, running and marking, 
the southern boundary line of the 


sO ES, 


4,000 


1,350 


63,000 
14,000 
6,000 


58,500 
30,000 


13,500 


4,000 


12,000 
40,000 


2,200 
5,500 
4,387 50 


5,000 


150 29 


5,126,000 
4,500 


3,200 


said Territory, in conformity with 
the act of Congress of the eigh- 
teenth of June, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-eight, the sum of - 
For the payment of expense: incur- 
red under the direction of the Joint 
Committee on the Library, in the 
erection of shelves and book cases 
in the committee rooms of the Ca- 
pitol, fer the reception of books 
and documents to be transferred 
from the Library to the several 
committee rooms, a sum not to ex- 
ceed x - = - 
For the purpose of enabling the Se- 
cretaries of the War and Navy 
Departments to place in a state of 
safe preservation the specimens 
of natural history which are now 
deposited in their respective offices, 
or which may be brought there, 
resulting from surveys of the unex- 
plored portions of our own coun- 
try, or from the exploring expedi- 
tion now inthe South Seas, by the 
authority, and at the expense of 
the United Ssates, or otherwise, | 
asum not. to exceed . - - 
To ascertain and designate the 
boundary line between the State 
of Michigan and the Territory of 
Wiskonsin - - 
H. R. 27. For the payment ofa 
balance due toJohn Mitchell and 
Benjamin F. Fox, contractors for 
the erection of the Branch Mint at 
New Orleans, as admitted by and 
recommended from, the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury - 
To Auguste Davezac, late Charge 
d'Affaires of the United States at 
the Hague | - -0 
To William D. Jones, in full for di- 
plomatic services rendered to the 
United States at the Government 
of Mexico - ; .. r - 
n part payment for the expense in- 
peii y Matthew St. Olair Clarke 
and Peter Force, and for work 
done by them in publishing the 
second and third volumes cf the 
Documentary History of the Ame- 
rican Revolution, and for collect- 
ing materials for publishing said 


history - - > B 
For repairing two cupolas, on the 
North wing of the Capitol ~ - 


For removing two cupola sashes over 
the principal stairway and vestibule 
leading to the hall of the House of 
Representatives - -> o 

For prepairing pannels of the Rotun- 
do with curtains for the reception 
of the paintings - - - 

For repairing chimney stacks of the 
Capitol - - 

For cost of preparing suitable foun- 
dation for sapporting the colussa! 
Statue of- Washington, in the cen- 
tre of the Rotundo of the Capital - 


To enable the Postmaster General to 
comply with the resolutions of the 
House of Representatives passed 
twenty-third of Jane, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty = - - : 


8. 397. For the exploration and sur- 
vey of that part of the Northeastern 
boundary line of the United States 
which separates the States of 
Maine and New Hampshire from 
the British Provinces  - - 


H. R. 27. For the payment of 
Charles Gerdon, satesanly to the 
certificate of the Committee on 
‘Pablie Lands, for services ren- 
dered by him in making maps - 


1,250 


500 


3,000 


8,588 55 


989 08 


11,360 95 


20,000 
300 


392 


542 
250 


2,000 


1,500 


25,000 


2,100 


——aene 


$10,325,113 63 
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H. R.5. For the supportof the army for the year one thou- 


sand eight hundred and forty. 
For the pay of the ane g 5 f rty 
Forsubsistence ofofficers - 3 š 7 
For forage of efficere’ horses r - z 
For paymentsin lieu of clothing nat drawn in kind 
For subsistence, exclusive of that of officers . 
For clothing of the army, camp and garrison equi- 
page, cooking utensils, and hospital {funiture - 
For the medical and hospital department - - 
For the regular supplies furnished by the Quarter- 
master’s department, consisting of fuel, forage, 
straw, stationery, and printing - - 
For barracks, quarters, and storehouses, embracing 
` the repairs and enlargement of barracks, quar- 
ters, storehouses, and hospitals at the several 
posts; the erection of temporary cantonments 
and gun houses for the protection of the cannen 
at the forts on the seaboard; for the purchase of 
necessary tools and materials, and of the autho- 
rized furniture of the barrack rooms; rent of quar- 
ters for officers; of barracks for troops where 
there are no public buildings for their accommo- 
dation; of storehouses for the safekeeping of sub- 
sistence, clothing, and other. military supplies, 
and ofgrounds for summer cantonmeuts, encamp- 
ments, and military practice - . - 
For transportation of officere’ baggage when tra- 
velling on duty without troops - -. ` 
For transportation of troops and supplies, viz: 
transportation of the army, including the bag- 
gage of troops; freight and ferriages: purchase 
or hire of horses, mules, oxen, carts, wagons, anil 
boats for the purpose of transportation or for 
garrison use; drayage and cartage at the several 
Posts; hire of teamsters; transportation of funds 
for the pay department; expeuse of transport 
vessels, ind procuring water at such posts as 
from theirsituation require it; transportation of 
clothing from the depot at Philadelphia to the 
statiens of the troops of subsistence from the 
places of purchase and delivery under contracts 
to such points as the circumstances of the ser. 
vice may require, of ordnance, ordrrance. sterer, 
and arms, from the foundries and arsenals to the 
fortifications and frontier posts, and of lead from 
the mines to the several a:senals - - 
For the incidental expenses of the Quertermaster’s 
Department, consisting. of postage on public let- 
ters and packets, expenses of courts martial 
and courts of inquiry, including the compensa- 
tion of judges-advocate, members, and witaesses; 
extra pay to soldiers under act of March second, 
eightéen hundred and nineteen, expenses of ex- 
presses from the f.ontier posts; of the necessary 
articles for the interment of the non-commis- 
sioned officers and soldiers; hire of ‘aborers, com- 
pensation of clerks in the offices of quartermas- 
ters and assisiant quartermasters at posts where 
their duties cannot be performed without 
such aid, and to temporary agents in charge of 
dismantied works, and in the performance of 
other duties; expenditures necessary to keep the 
two regiments of dragoons complete, including 
the purchase of horses, to supply the place of 
those which may be. lost and hecame unfit for 
service, andthe erection of the necessary stables - 
For contingencies of army -. , - - z 
For extra pay to re-enlisted soldiers, and for con- 
tingent expenses of the recruiting service 
For national armories - - - 
For the armamentof the fortifications - 
For the current expenses of the ordnance service - 
For ordnance, ordnance stores, and supplies . 
For arsenals - . d EE - 
For repairs and improvements at the Springfield ar- 
mo A - - . - - 
For repeirs and improvements atthe Harper’s Fer- 
ry armory - - - - - 
For the purchase of saltpetre and brimstone - 
For the expense of preparing drawings of a uni- 
” form system of artillery, and for other supplies 
in the ordnance department : $ 
For continuing the barracks, quarters, &c. 
Leavenworth - - . . - 
For continuing the barracks, quarters, &c. at Fort 


at Fort 


ne - - - - 
For continuing the barracks, quarters, &c. at Fort 

Smith - . 5 ‘ i S 
For continuing the barracks,quarters, &c. at Platts- 


bur - - - i 
For ceniinalog the barracks, quarters, &c. at Fort 
Jesu . . - = . 
For repairs of arsenals damaged by storms and fire, 
the sum of - : : - oe : 
For preventing and suppressing hostilities in Flori- 
da, to be expended under the direction of the Se- 
cretary of War, conformably to the acts of Con- 
gress ofthe nineteenth March, and the second of 
July,eighteen hundred and thirty-six and the acts 
therein referred to, viz: For forage for the horses 
of the mounted volunteers and militia, and for 
the horses, mules, and oxen in the service of the 
trains: for freight or. transportation of military 
supplies ofevery description, from the places of 
urchase to Florida; for the purchase of wagons, 
Rarnese, boats, and lighters, and other vessels, of 
horses, mules,and oxen, to keep up the traina, 
toola, leather, and other materials for repairs, 
transportation within Florida, including the hire 
ofsteamboats and other vessels for service in the 
rivers and on the coasts, and the expenses of 
maintaining the several steamboats and transport 
schooners connected with the operations of the 
army, hire of mechanics, laborers, mule drivers, 
teamaters, and other assistants, including their 
subsistence; for miscel’aneous and contingent 
charges, and for other atrearages 1n eighteen 
hundred and thirty-five, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-six, eighteen hondred and _-thirty-seven, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, and eighteen 
hundred and forty - : 2 : ' 


515,492 
425,635 67 
000 


7 


271,000 


173,000 
65,000 


287,000 


300,000 


i 


| 
i 


H. R. 27. To defray the expensesof the calling 
into service Captain Snodgrass’s company of 
Alabama volunteers to serve asa guard iu ac- 
companying a party of emigrating Cherokees 
from Bellante to Waterloo, in the State of Ala- 
bama - - - - - : 

For the payment of balances due for military and 
geographical surveys west of the Mississippi,and 
north of the State of Missouri, made un- 
der the direction of the War Department, and 
the accounts for which ate now before the pro- 
pet accounting officers for settlement = -. 


” For an award made by the proper accounting of 


r ficers of the Treasury in favor of the owners of 
steamboats Stasca and Dayton, for services ren- 
dered under an agreement with Major Charles 
Thomas, Quartermaster, for the transportation 
of supplies, laborers, and other things, for the 
use of the works at FortSmith, Arkansas, in the 
year eighteen hundred and thirty-eight - z 

For the payment of an account of Henry Lucas 
and A. P. King, of the State of Alabama, for the 
loss and injury sustained by them by the im. 
pressment of their teams and wagons into the 
service of the United States by D. H. Baldwin, 
Quartermaster General of the Florida militia, in 
the year eighteen hundred and thirty-six, a sum 
not to exceed - . - . à 

For the payment ofan account of Hart and Bos- 
worth, merchants of Irwington, Alabama, and of 
John Hart,merchant of the same place, forstores, 
arms, and ammunitions, taken for the use of 
the troopsin the service of the United States, hy 
the order of General William Irwin, command- 
ant of the fifth division of the Alabama. militia, 
during the Creek campaign of May, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six, a sum not to exceed 

For the payment of an account of John H. Crad. 
dock, of Alabama, for property of his destroyed 
by the order of Colone! J. T. Lane, an officer in 
the service of the United States, in the month of 
ot or a eighteen hundred and thirty-six, the 
sum o . . . . - . 


551 


1,196 57 


16,000 


13,350 


6,050 


2311 90 


164 63 


$5,283,677 04 


H.R. 6. For the napal service for the year one thousand 


eight hundred and forty. 
For the pay of commissioned, warrant, and petty 
officersand seamen. - - . 


$ -$ 
For the pay of superintendents, naval construct- 
ors, and all the civil establishments at the sever - 


ral yards - - n -. 4 
For provisions . - - . - 
For repairs of vessels in ordinary, and the repairs 

and wear and tear of veseelsin commission : 
For medicines and surgical instruments, hospital 

stores, and other expenses on account of the sick 
For improvement and necessary repairs of the na- 
p vy yard at Portsmouth, New Hampshire - 
or improvement and necessary repairs of the 
navy yard at Charlestown, Massachusetts - 
For improvement and necessary repairs of the 
navy yard at Brooklyn, New York . - 
For improvement and necessary repairs of the 
navy yardat Fhiladelphia, Pennsylvania 


For improvement and necessary repairs of the. 


navy yard at Washington - . 
For improvement and necessary repairs of the 
navy yard at Gosport, Virginia < : 
For improvement and necessary repairs of the 
navy yard near Pensacola, . - - 
For ordnanceand ordnance stores - . 
For defraying the expenses that may accrue for 
the following purposes, viz.. For the freight and 
transportation of materials and stores of every 
description; for wharfage and dockage; storage 
and rent; travelling expenses of. officers and 
transportation ofseamen; house rent for pursers, 
when duly authorized; for funeral expenses; for 
commissions, clerk-hire, office rent, stationery, 
and fuel to navy agents; for premiums, and in- 
cidental expenses of recruiting; for apprehend- 
ing deserters; for compeneation to judges advc- 
cate; for per diem allowance to persons attend- 
ing courts-martial and courts of inquiry, or other 
services authorized by Jaw; for printing and sta- 
tionery of every description, and for working 
the lithographic press; for books, maps, charts, 
mathematical and nautical instruments, chrono- 
meters, models, and drawings; for the purchase 
and repair of fire engines and machinery; for 
the repair ofateam engines in navy yards; for 
the purchase and maintenance of oxen and 
horses, and for carts,timber-wheels, and work- 
men’s tools of every description; for postage 
of letters on public service; for pilotage and tow- 
ing ships of war; for taxes and assessments on 
public property; for assistance rendered to ves- 
sels in distress; for incidental labor at navy 
yards, not applicable to any other appropriation; 
for coaland other fuel, and for candles and oil 
for the use of navy yards, and shore stations, 
and for no other object or purpose whatever -~ 
For contingent expenses for objects not herein 
before enumerated - aA o - 
For pay of the officers, non commissioned offi- 
cers, musicians, and privates, and subsistence of 
the officers of the marine corpse - 
For provisions for the non-commissioned officere, 
musicians, and privates, serving on shore, ser- 


vants and washerwomen - - ‘ 
For clothing -. . - 3 - 
Far fuel - . 3 z a 


For keeping barracks in repair, until new ones 
shali be erected, and for rent of temporary bar- 
racks at New York - D ai ot note 

For transportation of officers, non commissioned 
omer musicians, and privates, and expenses 
of recruiti - - me z 

For medicines, hospital stores, surgical instru- 


450,000 
3,0¢0 


178,060 40 


45,054 99 
662 50 
16,274 12 


6,0c0 


8,000 


ments, and peyot matron and hospital sew- 


For adn tary atores, pay of armorers, keeping arms- 
" in repair, accoutrements and ordnance aig 

” and flags, drums, and is ` > - 
For contingent ex 
freight, isrriage, toll, what. age and cai z for” 
diem allowance for attending courts-mattial ` 


and courts of inquiry, Conipensation to judges- `: 


advocaie, house ront where there ares no publie ` 


quarters assigned, per diem allowance to en- 
limot men on Constant labor, expenses df bury-- 


“For tepaits of- road from “Fort Monroe tö ad 
f For parce of and he wen ot: Fort Mon ° 
roe 


4 < year 
For of cece, cadats, and fe pene 
For py ofa of officers and cadets : 
For torage of officers's horses. ees 


For repaira, Tepe enie, R ey ae 


ings, grounds, 


For increase and expenses of the library = 
For binding books injured at the fire in February 


eighteen hundred end thirty. eight, and imported AP a 
stitched. ets 


For miscellaneotis items and incidental expenses 
For the department òf engineerisg - - 
Fer the department of philosophy - 
For the department of chemistry 
For the department of drawing ` 
For the department of-tactics- 

For the departmant of SORY 


i 
ene es 


“fs mace, 


H. R3. For the r the payment 


For 


sve of said corps, viz: for - 


roads, wharves, boats; and fences . 
For pay of adjatant’s and disbursing officet’s c erks re 


of the Hiecndioniey and ather 
rita States for the year 1840..." 
scoary eects under the act of Sii % 


of 4th July, 1836 - 
For five years pensions to widows under the act of 
7th of July, 1838 - z Serre 
Fur half pay peusioners -~ a, ELÉ 
For arreatages ee e : oe 


676 


863 540 
1.000 
1,00 
epee 


ia a < 81010848 


ij H. R. 4. For the current. expenses of the Indian Depa Depart- 
ment, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the vari- 
+ ous Indian ire a, for the year one thousand eight hundred 


Sor 


2 For pensions to widows and orphans under the act 
| 
| 


tg 


ing deceased marines, priating, stationery, fo- and forty. 
Sn S of on benera, endi ex A ca For tne current and contingent expenses of the Indian depart- 
ment, viz: 
am Cerra furniture, aie ‘epades, For Fy pay of the superintendent of Indian af- 
Bok pesky n tools o Tair- at Si. Louis an 1 the several Indian agents, 
i r “the pureta ofa bocce for the thes. atte as provided by the atta of June thirtieth, eigh-. 
nenger and keeping thesame — - one ; teen hundred and- thirty-four, and’ of “March 
copioring tho roof of the hospital building at A third, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven- - - 16,500 
New À ork, ang for ited Nat toe For the pay for «ab agents, authorized by the act ` 
nen stage at ltu da pe Pre howl b vaitäing a 9,500 Y ofh June thirtiettne eighteen hundred , and thirty- isao 
Maiei i oe apatidencas es a mn ee “| For the pay ‘of interpreters, aa authorized by the, ee 
hospital umber threo Pensecs eae game act - °- y 
and for gen, and (or current rop we on Poorer ae > Sji For presents to. Todians, authorized by the same -500 ; 
pairs ac 
goning ies i Por the archase of | Visina for. Indians. at the’ ; 
m the necessary repaire w the eeytain a: Pria EET aib nida not pe white on visits of bisi- ` 
Er hor te ness with the. superintendents and agente and ot 
tion as capone emong the officers- haia ` when assembled on public busiress - 11;800 
sh crew of the private armed brig General Army: - ` ; For the necessary b»ildìngs required at the several 
strong, per act of thire of Juns eights Nun AGS - li agencies, and repaire thereof - 2,000 
dred and thirty-four - 2975 W `: For ostages, rents, stationery, fuel-for offices, and 
For the. immediate: survey of the: const Trom : Pole er contingencies of the Indian Department, 
ee ‘the mouth of tho Misisaippi an and for transportation- and Incidental expenses ,500 
, “19,600: | For the salary of one clerk in the office of the su: 
a Sd i?  permtendent of Indian affairs, suth of the Mis- 
uo vN TETE Qi: sourltiver `- 1,000 
< © For carrying into effect the stipolations’ of certain x 
n R. 200 “Fer coche i pores oy patos States ajor. i, , Indian treaties, and the Jaws’ Somepied there- 
year one thousand ight ‘hundred and forty. mi rors ‘Ghiriatian Indians -e - - - 400 
For the taraia Fort Niagara - $27,000 | For the: ‘Chippewas of the Misiseip 7 fo: - — 35,000 
Fog zubuilting and repairing the old fort i Oewe- £0,500 ' For expenses incurred” by the Coh mimióner iis N 
‘go tA E ii. examitiationof claims under the third and fourth 
For repairs of ‘Fort Preble a we Se os iioo ttf artidlesof the treaty of July, elghteen hundred 
Kad bs nyse FoR M omy diy OR ened eae TD ' “and thirty-seven; with ‘said Otippewa ‘of the - 
For Lot ere Coastitutiot- ss : TRT pein the a awinee 8 Begahaw mars Ba 
For repairs of Fort Independence and sea. wu >.< 190,000.: >:|) Forexpenses tadiag te exitadonof ch aimo ge EE os 
For Fort Warren’. =: k x- 100000. > y. again enid Mio reap of fats P 
For Fort:Adams -` S000. ` ary eigen | Sisan 
For forti cations of New kondon harbor pati hutadrod and Doman epomioniot èbagoes; a 
For Fort Schuyler i ; 47 180,000 For at Nea Work Indians = ‘Whos ws 190° 
Fot f Fort amin ee is cane “|| For the Chippewas, Otiewas, and Pottawatomieg 84,200. `- 
For repairs of Po Columbus ` $- TI Ree ei seor the Choctawa, i 55,475 + 
For Topaire of Camie ay Lana R ian: A BE k "For ne payment of of its claim BON $: by the ee 
For repair j Caon Gorertor s re BODO! t ' Alabama omigtatitig company, and allowed by - oF > 
pairs Monroe - Lj tee Mies | [3 e accoun : 
For rebailding brago over Mill troek near Fort DAE Sol ye For the Chiekasave = oe a aM i 
5,000. For the Cherokees" eee A 1) 


For the Delawares  - 


Ferthe’ Gaddors ae : 
For fhe Fiorida Indians 


under second ‘article ofthe. treaty with tie 
Osiges, ig addition tq the appropriation | of: 


l 
i 
|- _ eighteen hundred md'thirty-nine- - : 
it 


For axpensen atte B 


me dag be anotat ot bewies. | OP 


oo 


bak be 
3 . a For theJowas | or ge ATN ie 
W S k For the Kickapoos ` wt Ne t 
ae AOE hen R Ferien sor — eter oe ; E 
A R ae: a H ‘or the Kánzas- =- m » ae r 
_ For repairs of Fort Mow ule z z For theMiamies | + - “ee B678 > 
For Fort Palaskt,  - Fi x F For expenses of the commtiesion to examine claims = 
For fort on Foster’s bank, orids - : ander the fifth and sixth articles of the Miami o> © 
- For Fort Pickens - coe z, temy of eighteen hondred and thirty-eight, in. om 
For repairs of Fort Parrancss re 3 addition to the appropriation of lest year eo 
For repairs of Fort Morgan + Kii : For sasisttince in agriculture,.stipulated in the fife. ees 
For repairs of Fort Pike ` Fi z teenth: article of the’ treaty: of ‘October ‘sixth; 7h AN 
For repairs of Fort Wood eighteen hundred and eighteen, -> — -- > =- > 200 
For repairs of the battety aoe ; - For ihe Eel Rivers - Saaai 2 wind Aa 1,100: 
For repairs of Tower Dupre `: ~ | : y i For the Menomosies™ => ` peer er ma 31,830 
f ra repairsof Port ae Phil P a 3300 rie i! For the Omahan“ E . 2° 4740 
‘or repairs of Fort t e = 3300-7 ij Chi as $ ies 
For Fore Liviogston, Gra Grande Terre, Louisiana? 15.000: ^. ;! P ftia Qitowas and ppew Bade es mie 
For contingencies 10,000" $ For theOssages -` nE a06 
For Eel ezpon standing repairs of fort WE pte For the erecuipwor heuste for e amidi miar MAE rrii 
fications ji second a¥ticle.of the n peaty with the: Onages, | of: ge yh att 
i}. eighteen handred aid thirty-nisd | sggoo * 
‘| For expénses attending the examination. of claims © e 


bago Indians from their present residence, in 
Wiskonsin, to the neutrai ground across the 
Mississippi river, estimating the number at four 


thousan.! five hundred, w cost ten dollars each - 45.009 

For the ert cuon of a gristmi:] tor the Wiauebagoes, ' 
as stipulated in the sixth clause of the fourthar- 
ticle of the treaty with them of Novein ber first, 

- eighteen hundred thirty-seven 3.000 

For expenses of breaking up and fencing in ‘ground 4 
after the removal of the Winnebagoes, as per 

seventh clause of fourth article of the same 

treaty 10 030 
To carry into effect the treaty of the third Septem. 

ber, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, with the 

Stockbridge and Munsee tribes of Indians, rati- 

fied sixteenth May, eighteen hundred and forty 26,265 40 
For payment of a balance due for supplies fur 

nished to the Creek Indiansand medical services 

rendered to those Indians, after the commence- 

ment of the disturbances in the Creek couniry 

and before and during the removal of the said 

Indians west of the Mississippi, which accounts 

were incurred under the direction of the proper 

officers or agents ofthe Government : 7,74 44 

For the payment of the expenses of a division of 

the lands of the Brothertown Indians among the 

members of the tribe, in obedience to the act of 

Congress of the third March, eighteen hundred 

and thirty- nine, entitled, “an, act for the reiief of 

the Brothertown Indians in the Territory of Wis- 

konsin,”’ the duties having been performed and 

the accounts presented - . 1,830 
esas Dah y 
$1,039,125 48 

PRIVATE. 

H. R. 30, Ebenezer Lobdell 1,075 39 
Do. 34. James W. Taylor - 110 
Do. 37. Gamaliel E. Smith - 500 
Do. 40. Cornelius Tiers - . . - 1,200 
Do. 46. John T. Addoms - : : : 100 
Do. 47. Capt. John Downes - A 73 60 
Do. 50. Meigs D. Benjamin 200 46 
Do. 54. George Willis - eg 
Do. 57. Robert Milnor and John Thompson + 3,787 28 
Do. 59. Nathan Levy . f 378 
Do. 65. James Brewer - - - . 100 
Do. Mathew Lyon’s heirs 1,060 96 

S. 56. Alvarez Fisk and Thos. P. Eskridge s 4,750 45 
Jno. H. Jacocks - . 430 

$13,466 09 

5 RECAPITULATION. 

‘Civit and: diplomaticlist, : : 10,825,113 62 
Awy ge Ot > : E 283,677 04 
Navy "Oe fe Le . - 5,003,557 21 
Fortifications. --, 04 et ot - 878,198: 
Military Academy > : + -> - - 122,061 95 
Revolutionary ant other deciloos : - 1,010,848. 

Indian -napia bams te. Coant e 1,089,126 84 

: - > ` 18,466 09 
| eae #23600007 76 | 
a 
Siatement | ofthe new o fies. geni ctl i EPE “the salaries’ y 
‘each; and alsa a' siatement of thé ofidelthe salaries of 
- which ate increused, and the amount of sash oe 
during the first session of the. Twenty-visth 
made in pursuance of the sixth section sF ‘the aoro 
2d July, 1836, ta provide for thé appropriation. of addi 
tional payments, oad Sor other purposes. © ssi: 


By thé act to amend the act ‘to provide for taking theaizth 
census or enumeration of the United States, approved. March; 


34, 1839 
kuper rT per annum. Uen e 
. Recótding cler: 

Assistant Clerk ` : = ea Bea 
Packer and folder’ : ve 
By the act to carry into ‘effect’ a convention between us 
he United States and the Republic of Mexico: . 

Two Fe cominiebloners exch w receive at the rae of A 
`- €3,000 per annuni i “* sow: 

Secretary, at the rate o per annum . E a.: 
By thenct to provide for the collection, wafekes} Jo 

ing, “transfer, and disvdraement of the püb c” z 


- 91,800" 


as: 


~- revenue; ‘ i 848 
Four receivers’ general viz z tty gd 
“t One at New York, salary ; 4s pE 
Se One at Charlest Sits > w 4 
00 s One at estn = -47 yy : 
Ta For the. Otlowas -- he - < 490 ; at St. Louis -= a g 
fl if For the Pottawatomies ` soe te 90,200" One at 8t. 26 
3985-00 | hell eg aE r T ETAO e> eee ee 400 > 
= 3890:00 ik For the Pottawatomies ofthe Praire“* ~--` -~ . 16,000 
’ For the Pottawatomiesof the Wabash: = Ye -+ 20,200 

000-00 || Forthe Pustawatomies of Indiana _- : “© 17,080. . 

sant an | For the Piankeshaws -> >, i AE EN 200- 

12,931 45 fi hor dha nes < A -y eee. 

w en | For the Quapaws - i Se $ 

7,787 60 hi For the s h New York : ` = „500 

: panko | For the Senecasof New York = ~> . 000 

` ` 1009 I +| For the Sioux of the Missiesippi - - . * 42510: 

). 7+" a) For the Yancton and Santis Stoux. =`- s - -430 - 

enn: | For the Sacs and Fores ofthe Misgouri - -. 7,870 : 
; £00 00 For the Saca and Foxes of the Mississippi - t: 64,640. 

R he Pos : For the’ Foxes, lowas, Sioux, Oneiawe a ang R ona 
e EA 715 25 Ottoes, Missourians © ~~ > ao 46 
$ 724 ~i} For the &hawnees - Oore : = -71480 - 
are pai For the Senecas and Shawneds” BE ğ ve *. 2060 i 
|, B33 78 || “Por the Benecam) 2 r S “ey - 2,660 

-=m ' 6240 00! For the Wyandots. = 0 5 eo san Fe oes i GAO 
p 31000 |; For the Weas a ewon 8,00 -= 
- “gtados For the Wrandétm, Munseds, and Delia. se 1,000 
Pi don 19% For the Winnebagoe? K =... RWO 
Se La ke For the expenses of the Comthission™ appointed w oy oe 
examine claims under the ‘with the Wins = >= > 
nebagoes, in lieu of the same sum approptrared eres 
last year for the Sioux erroni a 


Ciorkg nyt ceesadiogton whose- ageregaia com- 
pensation shali not exceed `- - 
ae. act to continue the oiod ro ‘Commisáloner a 
ensions, and to transfer. t e pension business. . 
heretofore transacted.in theNevy Departmeat to’ i 


A Commissioner of pensions at-the aanval salary. ' 
The offices thé salaries efwhich have been igo 


oy 

creased, with the amount.of such nF pe E 
Treasurer of the branch mint at- "Philadelphia, fo an 

additional duties imposed by the act “to ee nA 

fur the collection, safekeeping, trenefer, and digs, 407 

bursement of the publi¢-money” - 45 7 
Treasurerof the branch mint at New Oieans, br.. 

additional Al dauen imposéd by thes same act ii tA S A; 0r 


re eee 

$ A Se 510 83, ' 
3 Gomimniniionar of. Pato thé remintaonr 
of Patents. ` z 


a 


CP This number cunipletes the > eighth 
volume of the Conauxr onal GLORE 


80.0% ° 
mold 


| 


APPENDIX 
TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


o6ru Coxa... IST SESS. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, December 24, 1839. 


Message of the President. 


To the intrinsic difficulties of questions of boun- 
dary lines, especially those described in regions un- 


A message was received from the Piesident of |! occupied, and but partially known, is to be added 


the United States, by A. Van Buren, esq. his pri- 
vate secretary. 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
The annual message of the President to the two 
Houses of Congress was then read by the Secre- 
lary of the Senate, and was as follows: 


Fellow- Citizens of the Senate 
and House of Representatives: 

I regret that I cannot on this occasion congratu- 
late you that the past year has been one of unal- 
loyed prosperity. The ravages or fire and disease 
have painfully afflicted otherwise flourishing por- 


tions of our country; and serious embarrassments ; 


yet derange the trade of many of our cities. But, 
notwithstanding these adverse circumstances, that 
general prosperity which has been heretofore so 
bountiiuily bestowed upon us by the Author of all 
good, still continues to call for our warmest grati- 
tude. Especially have we reason to rejoice in the 


exuberant harvests which have lavishly recom- : 
pensed well directed industry, and given to it that | 


sure reward which is vainly sought in visionary 
speculations. I cannot indeed view without pecu- 
liar satisfaction, the evidences afforded by the past 
season of the benefits that spring from the steady 
devotion of the husbandman to his honorable pur- 
suit. No means of individual comfort is more 
certain, and no source of national pro:perity is so 
sure. No*hing can compensate a people for a 
dependence upon others for the bread they eat; 
and that cheerful abundance on which the happi- 
ness of every one so much depends, is to be looked 
for nowhere with such sure reliance as in the 


industry of the agriculiurist and the bounties of | 


the earth. 

With foreign countries, our relations exhibit the 
same favorable aspect which was presented in my 
last annual message, and afford continued proof of 
the wisdom of the pacific, just, and forbearing po- 


licy adopted by the first Administration of the Fe- | 


deral Government, and pursued by its successors. 
The extraordinary powers vesied in me by an act 
of Congress, for the defence of the country in an 
emergency, considered so far probable as to re- 
quire that the Executive should possess ample 
means to meet it, have not been exerted. They 
have, therefore, been attended with no other result 
than to increase, by the confidence thus reposed in 
me, my obligations to maintain, with religious ex- 
actness, the cardinal principles that govern cur in- 
tercourse with other nations. Happily, in our 
pending questions with Great Britain, out of which 
this unusual grant of authority arose, nothing has 
occurred to require iis exertion; and as it is about to 
return to ihe Legislature, I trust that no future ne- 
cessity may cali for its exercise by them, or ils de- 
legation to another department of the Government. 


For the settlement of our Northeastern boundary, 
the proposition promised by Great Britain for a 
commission of exploration and survey, has been re- 
ceived, and a counter project, including also a pro- 
vision for the certain and final adjustment of the li- 
Mits in dispute, is now before the British Government 
for its consideration. A just regard to the delicate 
State of this question, and a proper respect for the 
natural impatience of the State of Maine, not less 
than a conviction that the negotiation has been al- 
ready protracted longer than is prudent on the part 
of ether Government, have led me to believe that 
the present favorable moment should on no account 
be suffered to Pass without putting the question for- 
ever at rest. I feel confident that the Government 
of her Britannic Majesty will take the same view 
of this subject, as I am persuaded it is governed 


by desires equally strong and sincere for the ami- 
eable termination of the controversy, 


| seventh article of the treaty of Ghent. 


i 


i 
fi 
H 
t 


| 
| 
| 


|! in our country the embarrassment necessarily aris- 
' iag cut of our Constitution, by which the General 


i Government is made the organ of negotiating, and 


deciding upon the particular interests of the States 
on whose frontiers these lines are to be traced. To 
avoid another contreversy in which a State Govern- 
| ment might rightfully claim tohave her wishes con- 
sulted, previously to the concius:on of conventional 
| arrangements concerning her rights of jurisdiction 
or territory, I have thought it necessary tə call 
the attention of the Government of Great Britain to 
another portion of our conterminous 
nion, of which the division stiil remains to be 
adjusted. I refer to the line from the en- 
trance of Lake Superior to the must northwestern 


| 
J 
i 
4 


point of the Lake of the Woods, stipulations for | 


the settlement of which are to be found in the 
missioners appointed under that article by the two 
i. Governments having differed in their opinions, 
made separate reports, according to iis stipulations, 
upon the points of di-agreement, and these dif- 
fereaces are now to be submitted to the arbitration 
of some friend!y sovereign or Siate. The disputed 
points should be settled, and the line designated, be- 
fcre the Territorial Government, of which it is one 
of the boundaries, takes its place in the Union as 
© a-State; and I rely upon the cordial co-operation 
“of the British Government to effect that object. 
There is every reason to believe that disturb- 
ances like those which lately agitated the neigh- 
boring British Provinces will not again prove the 


| ` 


| sources of border contentions, or interpose obsta- 
$ 
t 


cles to the continuance of that good understanding 
which it ıs the mutual interest of Great Britain and 
the United States to preserve and maintain. 

| Within the Provinces themselves trangnillity is 
' restored, and on our frontier that misguided sym- 
ıı pathy in favor of what was presumed to be a gene- 
|; raleortin behalf of popular rights, and which 
in some instances misled a few of our more inex- 
i! perienerd cit zens, has subsided into a rational 
ii conviction sirongly cpposed to all intermeddling 
> With the internal affairs of our neighbors. The 
|: people of the United States feel, as itis hoped they 


| always will, a warm solicitude for the success ef i; 


j ali who are sincerely endeavoring to improve 
the political condition of mankind. This generous 
| feeling they cherish towards the most distant na- 
i; tions; and it was natural, therefore, that it should 
| be awakened with mere than common warmth in 
behalf of theirimmediate neighbors. But it does 
not belong to their character, as a community, to 


i 
l 


© seek the gratification of those feelings in acts which | 
: violate their duty as citizens, endanger the peace | 


of their country, and tend to bring upon it the stain 
| of a violated faith towards foreign nations. If, 
, zealous to confer benefits on others, they appear for 


imposed upon them as citizens, they are seldcm 
long misled. From all the information I receive, 
confirmed to some extent by personal observation, 
| I am satisfied that no one can now hope to engage 


| in such enterprises without encountering public 


ay 

i 

| a moment to lose sight of the permanent obligations || 
| 


| the law. 


the emigrants from her Majesty’s Provinces, who 
' have sought refuge within eur boundaries, are dis- 
| posed to become peaceable residents, and to ab- 
i stain frem all attempts to endanger the peace of 
| that country which has afforded them an asylum. 
| On a review of the occurrences on both sides of 
| the line, it is satisfactory to reflect, that in almost 
| every complaint against cur country, the offence 

may be traced tc emigrants from the Provinces who 
| have sought refuge here, In the few instances in 


domi- jj 


The com- ii 


| indignation, in addition to the severest penalties of | 


Recent information also leads me to hope that ' 


Sen. & H. of Reps. 


which they were aided by citizens of the United 
States, the acts of these misguided men were not 
only in direct contravention of the laws and well 
known wishes of their own Government, but met 
with the decided disapprobation of the people of 
the United States, 

I regret to state the appearance of a different 
spirit among her Majesty’s subjects in the Cana- 
das. The sentiments of hostility to our people and 
nstilutions, which have been so frequently ex- 
pressed there, and ‘he disregard of our rights which 
have been manifested on some occasions, have, I 
am sorry to say, been applauded and encouraged 
by the people, and even by some of the subordi- 
nate local authorities, of the Provinces. The chief 
officers in Canada Lortunately have not entertained 
the same feeling, and have probably prevented 
excesses that must have been fatal to the peace of 
he two countries. 

I look forward anxiously to a period when all 
he transactions which have grown out of this con- 
tition of our affairs, and which have been made 
the subjects of comp'aint and remonstrance by the 
two Governments respectively, shall be fully ex- 
amine |, and the proper satisfaction given where it 
is due from either side. 

Nothing has occurred to disturb the harmony of 
our intercourse with Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Naples, Portugal, Prussia, Russia, or 
Sweden. The internal state of Spain has 
sensitly improved, and a well grounded hope 
exists that the return of peace will restore to the 
people of that country their former prosperity, and 
enable the Government to fulfil all its obligations 
at home and abroad. The Gavernment of Portu- 
gal, I bave the satisfaction to state, has paid in full 
the eleventh and last instalment due te our citi- 

zens for the claims embraced in the settlement 
made with it on the third of March, 1837. 

I lay before you treaties of commerce negotiated 
with the Kings of Sardinia and of the Netherlands, 
the ratifications of which have been exchanged 
since the adjournment of Congress. The liberal 
principles of these treaties will recemmend them to 
your approbation. ‘I'hat with Sardinia is the first 
treaty of commerce formed by that kingdom, and 
it will, I trust, answer the expectations of the pre- 
sent sovereign, by aiding the development of the 
resources of his country, and stimulating the enter- 
prise of his people. That with the Netherlands 
happily terminates a long existing subject of dis- 
pute, and removes from our future commercial 
intercourse all apprehension of embarrassment. 
The King of the Netherlands has also, in farther 
illustration cf his character for justice, and of his 
desire to remove every cause of dissatisfaction, 
made compensation for an American vessel cap- 
tured in 1800 by a French privateer, and carried 
into Curagoa, where the preceeds were appropri- 
ated to the use of the colony, then, and for a short 
time after, under the dominion of Holland. 

The death of the late Sultan has produced no al- 
teration in ourrelations with Turkey. Our newly 
appointed Miaister Resident has reached Constan- 
tinople, and I have received assurances from the 
present Ruler that the obligations of our treaty, 
and those of friendship, wili be fulfilled by himself 
in the same spirit that actuated his illustrious father. 

I regret to be obliged to inform you that no con- 
vention for the settlement of the claims of our 
eitizers upon Mexico has yet been ratified by the 
Government of that country. The first conven- 
tion formed for that purpose was not presented by 
the President of Mexico for the approbation of its 
Congress, from a belief that the King of Praseia, 
the arbitrator in case of disagreement sn the Joint 
commission to be appointed by the United States 
and Mexico, would not consent to take upon sae 
self that friendly office. Although not entirely 
salisied with the course pursued by Mexico, Į 
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felt no hesitation in receiving in the most concilia- 
tory spirit the explanation offered, and atso cheer- 
fally consented to a new convention, in order to 
arrange the payments proposed to be made to our 
citizens, in a manner which, while equally just to 
them, was deemed less onerous and inconvenient 
to the Mexican Government. Relying cenfidently 
ppoa the intentions of that Government, Mr. 
Ellis was directed to repair to Mexico, and diplo- 
manc intercourse has been resumed between the 
two countries. The new convention has, he in- 
forms us, been recently submitted by the President of 
that Republic to its Congress, under circumstances 
which promise a speedy ratification; a result which 
1 cannot allow myself to doubt. 
Instructions have been given to the Commis- 
sioner of the United States under our Convention 
with Texas, for the demarcation of the line which 
separates'us fiom that Republic. The commis- 
sioners of both Governments met in New Orleans 
in August last. The joint commission was or- 
ganized, and adjourned to convene at the same 
lace on the twelfth of October. It is presumed to 
now in the performance of its duties. 
The new Government of Texas has shown its 
desire to cultivate frierdly relations with us, by a 
prompt reparation for injuries complained of in 
the cases of two vessels of the United States. 
‘With Central America a convention has been 
concluded for the renewal of its former treaty with 


he United States. This was not ratified before the , 


departure of our late Chargé d’Affaires from that 
country, and the copy of it brought by him was not 
received before the adjournment of the Senate at 
the last session. In the mean while, the period li- 


mited for the exchange of ratifications having ex- | 
, 1 deemed it expedient, in consequence of | 


the death of the Chargé d'Affaires, to. send a spe- 
cial agent to Central America, to close the affairs. 
_ of our mission there, and to arrange with the Govern- 
ment an extension of the time for the exchange of 
ratifications. ; l 
The commission created by the States which 
fermerly composed the Republie of Colombia, for 
adjasting the claims against that Government, has, 
by a very unex construction of the treaty 
under which it acts, decided that no provision was 
wade for those claims of citizens of the United 
States which arose from captures by Colombian 
ivateers, and were adjudged against the claimants 
in the-judicial tribunals. This decision will com- 
pel the United States to apply to the several Go- 
vernments formerly united for redress. With all 
these—New Granada, Venezuela, and Ecuador, a 
perfeetly good understanding exists. Our treaty 
with Venezuela is faithfully carried into execution, 
and that country, in the enjoyment of tranquillity, 
is ually advancing in prosperity under the 
guidance of its present distinguished President, Ge- 
neral Paez. With Ecuador, a liberal commercia! 
convention has lately been concluded, which will 
be transmitted to the Senate at an carly day. . 
‘With the great American Empire of ‘Brazil out 
relations continue unchanged, as dees our friendly 
intercourse with the other Governments of South 
America——the Argentine Republie,and the Republics 
of Uruguay, Chili, Peru and Bolivia. The disso- 
lution of the Peru-Bolivian Confederation may oc- 
casion some temporary inconvenience to our citi- 
zens in that quarter, but the obligations on the new 
Governments which have arisen out of that Confe- 
deration to observe its treaty stipulations, will no 
doubt be soon understood, and it is presumed that 
no indisposition will exist to faldl those which it 
contracted with the United States. 

The financial operations of the Government da- 
ring the present year have, I am happy to say, been 
very successful. The difficulties under which the 
Treasury Department has labored from knewn de- 
fects in the existing laws relative to the safe keep- 
ing of the public moneys, aggravated by the sus- 

nsion of specie payments by several of the banks 

iding public deposites, or indebted to public offi- 
cers for notes received in payment of poblic dues, 
have been surmounted to a very gratifying extent: 
The large current expenditares have been puncta- 
ally met, and the faith of the Government in all its 


oro glia has been scrupulously main- 


s 
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Tue nineteen millions of Treasury notes autho- 
rized by the act of Congress of 1837, and the 
modifications thereof, with a view to the indulgence 
of merchants on their cu y bonds, and of the de- 
posite banks in the payment of public moneys held 
by them, have been so punctually redeemed as to 
leave less than the original ten millions outstand- 
ing at any one time, and the whole amount unre- 
deemed now falls short of three millions. Of these 
the chief portion is nt due till next year, and the 
whole would have been already extinguished could 
the Treasury have realized the payments due to it 
from the banks. If those due from them during 
the next year shal! be punctually made, and if Con- 
gress shall keep the appropriations within the esti- 
mates, there is every reason to believe that all the 
outstanding Treasury notes can be redeemed, and 
the ordinary expenses defrayed, without imposing 
on the people any additional burden, either of loans 
or increased taxes. 

To avoid this, and to keep the expenditures within 
reasonable ‘bounds, is a duty, second only in im- 


| portance to the preservation of our national charac- 
' ter, and the protection of our citizens in their civil 
and political rights. The creation, in time of peace, 


of a debt likely to become permanent, is an evil for 
which there is no equivalent. The rapidity with 
which many of the States are apparently approach- 
ing to this condition, admonishes us of our own 
duties, in a manner too impressive to be disregard- 
ed. One, not the least important, is to keep the 


Federal Government always in a condition to dis- | 


charge, with ease and vigər, its highest functions, 
should their exercise be required by any sudden 
conjuncture of public affairs—a condition to which 
we are always exposed, and which may occur when 
it is least expected. To this end, it is indispensable 
that its finances should be untrammeiled, and its 
resources, as far as practicable, unincumbered. No 
circumstance could present greater obstacles to the 
accomplishment of these vitally important objects, 
than the creation of an onerons natienal debt. Our 
Own experience, and also that of other nations, 


_have demonstrated the unavoidable and fearful ra- 


pidity ‘with which a public debt is increased, when 
the Government has once surrendered itself to-the 
rainous practice ef supplying its sapposed necessi- 
ties by new loans. The struggle, therefore, on onr 
part, to be successful, mast be made at the thresh- 
old.. To make our efforts effective, severe econo- 
my is necessary. This is the surest provision for 
(the national welfare; and it is, at the same time, the 
preservative of the principles on which our in- 
stitutions rest. Simplicity and economy in the af- 
fairs of State have never failed to chasten and in- 
vigorate Republican principles, while these have 
been as surely subverted by national prodigality, 
ander whatever specious pretexts it may have been 
introduced or fostered. 


These considerations cannot be Jost upon a peo- 
ple who have never been inattentive to the effect 
of their policy upou the institutions they. have 
created for themselves; but at the present moment 
their force is augmented by the necessity which a 
decreasing revenue must impose. The check 
lately given to importations of articles subject to 
duties, the derangements. in the operations of in- 
ternal trade, and especially the redaction gradually 
takivg place in our tariff of duties, all tend ma- 
terially to lessen our receipts; indeed it is probable 
that the diminution resulting from the last cause 
alone, will not fall short of five millions of dollars 
in the year 1842, as the final reduction of all duties 
to twenty per cent, then takes effect. The whole 
revenue then accruing from the customs, und from 
the sales of public lands, if not more, will un- 
doubtedly be wanted to defray the necessary 
expenses of the Government, under the _ most 
prudent administration cf its affairs. These are 
circumstances that impose the necessity of rigid 
economy, and require its prompt and constant ex- 
ercise. , With the Legislature rest the power and du'y 
of so adjusting the public expenditute as to pro- 
mote this end. By the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion, it is only in consequence of appropria- 
tions made by law, that money can be drawn 
from the Treasury; no instance has occurred 
since the establishment of the Government in 


which the Execative, though a component part of 
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the Legislative power, has interposed an objection 


to an appropriation bill on the sole ground of its 
extravagance. His duty in this respect has been 
considered fulfilled by requesting such appropria- 
tions only as the public service may be reasonably 
expected to require. In the present earnest direc- 
tion of the public miad towards this subject, both 
the Executive and the Legislature have evidence 
of the strict responsibility to which they will be 
held; and while I am conscious of my own anxious 
efforts to perform with fidelity this portion of my 
public functions, it is a satisfaction to me to be 
able to count on a cordial co-operation from you. 

At the time I entered upon my present duties, 
our ordinary disbursements—without including 
those on account of the public debt, the post office, 
and the trust funds in charge of the Government— 
had been largely increased by appropriations for 
the removal of the Indians, for repelling Indian 
hostilities, and for other less urgent expenses which 
grew out of an overflowing Treasury. Indepen- 
dent of the redemption of the public debt and 
trusts, the gress expenditures of seventeen and 
eighteen millions in 1834 and 1835 had, by these 
causes, swelled to twenty-nine millions in 1836; 
and the appropriations for 1837, made previously 
to the fourth of March, caused the expenditure to 
rise to the very large amountof thirty-three millions. 
We were enabled during the year 1838, notwith- 
standing the continuance of our Indian embarrass- 
ments, somewhat to reduce this amount; and that 
for the present year, 1839, will not in all probability 
exceed twenty-six millions—or six millions less 
than it was last year. With a determination so 
far as depends on me to continue this reduction, I 
have directed the estimates for 1840 to be subjected 
to the severest scrutiny, and to be limited to the 
absolute requirements of the public service. They 
will be. found less than the expenditures of 1839 by 
ever five millions of dollars. 

The precautionary measures which will be re- 
commended dy the Secretary of the Treasury, to 
protect faithfully the public credit under the fluc- 
tuations and contingencies to which our receipts 
and expenditures are exposed, and especially in a 
commercial crisis like the present, are commended 
to your early attention. 

On a former occasion your attention was invited 


` to various considerations in support of a pre-emp- 


tion Jaw in behalf of the settlers on the public 
lands; and also of a law graduating the prices for 
such lands as had long been in the market unsold, 
in consequence of their inferior quality. The exe- 
cution of the act which was passed on the first sub- 
jeet has been attended with the happiest conse- 
quences, in quieting titles, and securing improve- 
ments to the industrious; and it has also, to a very 
grat fying extent, been exempt from the frauds 
which were practised ander previous pre-emption 
laws. It has, at the same time, as was anticipated, 
contributed liberally during the present year to the 
receipts of the Treasury. >- ' 
The passage of a graduation law, with the guards 
before recommended, would also, I am persuaded, 
add considerably to the revenue for several years, 
and prove in other respects just and beneficial, 
Your early consideration of the subject is, {here- 
fore, once more earnestly requested. - 
- The present condition of the defences of our 
principal seaports and navy yards, as represented 
by the accompanying report of the Secretary of 
War, calls for the early and serious attention of 
Congress; and, as connecting itself intimately with: 
this subject, I cannot recommend: too strongly to 
your consideration the plan submitted by that off 


-cer for the organization of the militia of the United 


States. wes 
In conformity with the expréssed wishes of Con- 
gress, an attempt was made in the spring to termi- 
nate the Florida war. by negotiation. . It is to be 
regretted that these humane intentions should have 
been frustrated, and that the effort to bring these 
unhappy difficulties to- a satistagtory conclasion 
should have failed. ‘But, after entering into solemn 
engagements with the Commanding General, the 
Indians, without any provocation, recommence 
their acts of treachery and murder. The renewal 
of hostilities in that. Territory renders it necessary 
that I should recommend to your favorable consis 
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deration the plan which will be submitted to son 
by the Secretary of War, in crderto enable that 
department to conduct them to a successful issue. 


Having had an opportanny ‘of peresnally jin- | 
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varies very little from the rate of current ex- 
penditures. Most of the service suspended. last 
year hs been restored. and most of the new routes 
established by" rhe 
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of a very exceptionable character previously passed 
by the Legislature cf Florida, were suffered to re- 
main in force, by virine of which bonds mav he is- 


L sued toa very hage amonnt by those institutions, 
upen the faith of the Terrvory. © A resolunén in- 
tending to be a joint one passed the Senate at the 
same session, expressing the sense of Congress that 
the laws in question ought not to be permitted to 
į remain in force unless amended in many material 
|! respects, but it failed in the House of Representa- 

| tives for wantof time, and the desired amendments 
ji have not been made. The interests involved are 

| of great importance, and the subject deserves your 


k í i ' t > AC! ef Tth Jaiy, 1538, have bean 
‘specting a` portion ‘ef the trosps during the ‘last |) set jn operation at an annual cost of $136,963. 
simmer, it gives me pleasure to bear testimony to i! ‘Notwiihstandisz ihe pecuniary difficulties of the | 
-the success of the effort to improve their disciplihe, ': country, the revenue of the Department appears to |} 
by keeping them together in as large bodies asthe i; be increasing; and unless it shall be seriously || 
‘natare of our service will permit. I recommend, ;; checked by the recent’suspension of payment by so |j 
"therefore, that commiodious and permanent bar- {i°many of the banks, it will be able net cnly to | 

racks be constructed at the several posts designated ‘| maintain the present mail service, but in a | 
-by the Secretary of War. Notwithstanding the {, shart time to extend it. It is gratifying to 
-high state of their discipline and excellent police, |. witness the promptitude and fidelity with which | 
_ the evils resulting to the service from the deficiency | the agents of this Department in general perform 
of company: officets, were very. apparent, dnd |I ‘i “their public duties. f ete. 
-recommend that the staff officers be permanently .| Some difficulties have arisen in relation to con- 
separated ftom the line.. ie eae |. 4; tracts for the transportation of the mails by railroad 
-> The navy has been asefally “and honcrably ém- |: and steamboat companies. It appears that the 
ployed in protecting the rights and property of our | maximum of compensation provided by Congress 
citizens, wherever the condition ‘of affairs seemed ii for the transportation of the mails upon railroads 
to require its presence. With the exception of one 4 ‘is not sufficient to induce some of the companies to |! barrassment than aid, and of necessity placed the 
instance, where an‘outrage, accompanied by mor- | convey them at such hours as are required for the |! custody of most of the public money afterwards 
‘der, was committed on a vessel cf the United“ accommodation of the public, It is One of the j; colleetedin charge of the public officers. The new 
“States while engaged in a lawful commerce, no- li most important duties of the General. Government if securities for its safety, which this required, werea 
{ 


it 

: early and careful attention. 

lj The continued agitation of the question relative 

to the best mode of keeping and disbursing the pub- 
lic money, still injuriously affects the business of 
the country, The suspension of specie payments 

j| in 1887, rendered the use of deposite banks, as pre- 

„scribed by the act of 1836, a source rather of em- 


‘thing is known tohave oécurred to impede cr molest į! to provide and maintain for the use of the people į} principal caase of my convening an extra session 
‘the enterprise df cur citizens on that element where |; of the States the best practicable mail establishment. {| of Congress; but in cofisequence of a disagreement 
it is so signally displayed. On learning thisdaring || “To arrive at that end it is indispens«ble that the || between the two Houses, neither then, nor at any 
-act of piracy; Commutlore Reed proceeded imime- ii Post Office Department shall be enable. lto control (į subsequent period, has there been any legis- 
‘diately to the spot, and receiving no satisfaction, i| the. kours at which the maiis shall be carried over || jation on the-subjeet., : The effort made at the 


-eithef inthe surrender of the murderers or the || Failtoads, ad- it now does over all other roads. - 


| } last. session to, obtain the authority. of Con- 


restoration’ of the. plafiderèd property, inflicted. i| Should serious inconveniences arise from the inade- 


’ severe and therited Chastisement on the ‘barbarians. 
” H will be seen by the report of the'Secretary of 
the Navy respectitig the disposition of ‘our ships of 
war, that it has been deemed necessary, to station 
‘a competent force on the coast of Afriqa, to prevent 
a'fraudulent use of oar flag by foreigners. 
"Recent experience has shown that the provisions 
in var existing laws which relate to the sale and 
‘transfer ef American, vesséls while abroad, are 
“extremely ‘defective. Advantage has been taken 


| 
| 


quacy ef. the compensation now’ provided by law, 
‘or ftom unreasonable demands by any of tne rail- 
` road companies, the sabject. is of such general im- 
portance as to require the prompt at‘ention of 
Congress. > Ss i 

- Inrelation to steamboat Ines, the most efficient 
remedy ig obvious, and has been suggested by the 
“Postmaster General. The War and Navy De- 
, partments already employ steamboats in their ser- 
` vice, and althoagh it is by, no means desirable that 


-of these ‘defects to give to vessels wholly belonging '| ‘the Government should undertake the transporta- 
i). tion of passengers or freight as a business, there 


to foreigners, and navigating the ocean, an appas 
reat American ownership. ` This character has 
-been'so well simulated as to afford them compara- 
tive security in prosecuting the slave trade, a traffic 
“emphatically denounced in our statutes, regarded 
with abhorrence by our citizens, and-of which the 
“effectual suppression is nowhere more sincerely 
‘desired than in the United States. These circnm- 
“stances Make it proper to recommend to your early 
‘attention a careful revision of these laws, so that, 
without impeding the freedom and facilities of our 
navigation, or impairing an important branch of 
our industry connected with it, the integrity and 
horior of our flag may be carefally preserved... In- 
formation derived from our ,Consul at Havana, 
showing the necessity of this; was comiménicated 
' tu'a committee of the Senate hear the close of the 
‘Jast session, but too. fate, as it appeared, to be 
acted upon, It will be brought to your notice 
“py the proper department, with additional commu- 
“nications from other sources. as 
` “The latest accounts (rom the’ Exploring Expedi- 
tion represent it. as proceeding’ successfully in its 


‘objects, and promising results no less useful to | 


trade and navigation than’ ta science. 


k 


- The extent or post roads covered by mail’ service 
on the “first of July last, was. abont 133,999 miles, 
and the rate of annual transportation upon them 
"34,496,878 miles. ‘The number of post offices on 
‘hat day was twelve thousand seveh ‘hundred and 
„eighty, and on the thirtieth’ ultimo, thirteen thou- 
sand and twenty-eight. = Te oe 
The revenue of the Post Office Department for 
the year ending with the 30th of June Jast,. was 

‚fout million fourhundred'and seventy-six thousand 

six hundted’and thirty-eight dollars—exhibiting an 
merase over the preceding year of two hundred and 
_forty-one thousand five hundred and sixty dollars. 

he engagements and liabilities of the Department 
_forthesame period are four million six hundred and 
twenty-four thousand one hundred and seventeen 
“dollars. - Ce : 

“<. The excess of liabilities over the revenue for the 
„last two years has-been met out of the surplus 
. which had previously accumulated. The cash on 
-hand on the thirtieth ultimo, was about $206,702 95, 


and the current income of the Department | 


| 


can be no reasonable objection to running boats, 
temporarily, whenever it, may be: necessary to put 
down attempts at extortion, to be discontinued 

` as soon as reasonable. contracts can be obtained. 

_. ‘The suggestions.of the Postmaster General rela- 
tive to the inadequacy of the legal. allowance. to 

"witnesses in cases of prosecutions for mail depre- 
dations, merit, your serious consideration. The 

“safety of the mails. requires that such . prosegutions 
‘shall be efficient, and justice to the ¢itizen whose 
time is required to be given tâ the public, demands 
not only that his expenses. shall be paid, but that 
he shall receive a reasonable compensation, ._ - 

._. The Reports from the War, Navy and Post OF- 
fice Departments will accompany this communica- 
tion, and. one from the. Treasury Department will 
be presented to Congress in a few days. , 


For various details in respect to the matters in 


| 


_those important documents, satisfied that yoa- will 
‘find -in them many valuable suggestions, which 
_Will be found well deserving the attention of the 


Legislature. 


-. From a report made in December of Jast year | 


` by the Secretary of State, to the Senate, showing 
: the trial docket of each of the Circyit Courts, and 
_ the number of miles each jndge has to travel in. the 
_performange of his: datiės, a great, inequality ap- 
‘peats in the amount of labor assigned to eaeh judge. 
“The number of terms to be held in each of the 
-eduris composing, the ninth. circuit, the distances 
- between, the places at which they sit, and from 

thence to the.seat of Government, are represented 
‘to be such as-to reader it impossible for the judge 
_of that circuit to perform, in a manner correspond- 
` ipg with the public exigencies, his term and circuit 

‘duties. A revision, therefore, of the present ar- 
“rangement of the circuits seems to. be- called for, 
` and is reeommended to your notice. =. 

I think it. proper to- call your attention fo the 
power assumed by. Territonal. Legislatures to au- 
thorize the issue of bonds by ecrporate companies 
on the guarantee of the Territory: Congress passed 

a law in 1836, providing that nojact of a Tesritorial 
Legislature incorporating banks should have-the 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


‘charge of these departments, I would refer you to || 


! 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


{ 


| 


{ 
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! gress to punish the use of public. money for pri- 
i yate purposes as a crime, a measure. attended 
| ‘under other Governments wilh signal advantage, 
' was also unsuccessful, from diversities of opinion 
| in that. body, notwithstanding the anxiety doubt- 
| less felt by it to afford every practicable security. 
f` The result of this is still to leave the custody of 
|. the public money without those safeguards which 
|. bave been for several years. earnestly desired by 
the Executive; and as the remedy is only to be 
found in the. action of the Legislature, it imposes 
on me the duty of again submitting to you the 
propriety of passing a law, providing for the safe 
keeping of the. public moneys, and especially to 
ask thai its. use for private purposes by any officers 
entrusted-.with it, may be declared. to be a felony, 
ponishable with penalties proportioned to the mag- 
nitade-of the offence. geet + care wae 
_- These circumstances, added te known defects:in 
_the existing Jaws, and. unusual derangement: in the 
. general.operations of trade, have, during the last 
three years, much increased the difficulties attendant 
- on-the colleetion, keeping, and dighbursement of the 
: revenue; and called forth. corresponding exertions 
from those: haying them jn charge. -Happily these 
| have been successful beyond expectation. Vast 


\ 


ii Sams have been collected and disbursed by the se- 


4 


i|. veral Departmerits with unexpected cheapness and 


| ease; transfers have been readily made to every 

part of the. Union,. however distant; and defal- 
| cations have been far lesy. than might have been 
| anticipated, from the absence of adequate legal re- 
| straints. : Siece: the officers of: the “Freasury aad 
| Post Office Departments were charged. with the 
éustody of most of the public moneys received by 
them, there have been collected sixty-six millions 
of dollars, and, excluding the -ase of. the late:col- 
lector at New York, the aggregate amount tf 
„losses sustained in- the collection cannot, it is be- 
. lieved, exceed sixty thousand dollars. The defal- 
cation of the late collector at that city, of the extent 
j- ang circumstances of -which Congress. has been 
i. fully informed, ran through all the modes of 
_keeping -the.-pablic money that have been 
hitherto in-use, and was distinguished by.: an 
i aggravated disregard.: of daty,- that. broke 
-through the. restraints. of every systemg and 


i 


| ` cannoli, therefore, be usefully referred to aga test 


force of law untl approved by Congress, bat acts - 


of the comparative safety of either. Additional in- 
. formation. will also. þe furnished by the report of 
the Seeretary of the Treasury, in: reply toa call 
made apon that officer by: the Heese of Represea- 
tatives at the last session, requiring detailed infor- 
mation on the subjeet..of defaults by publie offi- 
cers ør agenis under each Administration, from 
1789 to 1837. This docament will be submitted to 
you in a few days.. The general results, (io a 
dent of the Post Office, which is kept separately, 
and will be slated by itself,) so far as they beay 


A 
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upon this subject, are, that the losses which have - 
been, and are likely i0 be, sustained, by any class 
ef agents, have been—-the greatest by banks, 
including, as required in the resolution, their depre- 
ciated paper received for pablic dues; that the 
next largest have been, by disbursing officers, and 
the least by collectors and receivers, , If the losses 
_onduty bonds are included, they alone will be 
threefold those by both collectors and receivers. 
_ Our whole experience, therefore, furnishes the 
strongest evidence that the desired, legislation of 
_ Congress is alone wanting to insure in those opera- 
tions the highest degree of security and facility. 
Such also appears to have been the experience of 
othernations. From the results of inquiries made 
by the Secretary of the Treasury in regard to the 
practice among them, I am enabled to state that in 
twenty-two out of twenty-seven foreign Govern- 
” ments, from which undoubted information has been 
obtained, the public moneys are kept in charge of 
public officers. This concurrence of opinion in 
favor ef that system is perhaps as great as exists 
on any question of internal administration. 
In the modes of business and official restraints 
` on disbursing officers, no legal change was pro- 
duced by the suspension of specie payments. The 
_Teport last referred to will be found to contain 
‘also much useful information in relation to this 


subj ‘ct. f 


I have heretofore assigned to Congress my rea- ` 
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preciated paper currency is entailed upon the 
peopie by a large pertion ef the banks. They are 
not driven to it by the exhibition of a loss of public 
confidence, or of a sudden pressure from their de- 
positors or note-holders, but they excuse themselves 
by alleging that the current of business, and ex- 
change with foreign countries, which draws the 
precious metals from their vaults, would require, 
in order to meet it, a larger curtailment of their 
loans to a comparatively small portion of the com- 
munity, than it will be convenient for them to 
bear, or perhaps safe for the banks to exact. The 
plea has ceased to be one of necessity. Con- 
venience and policy are now deemed sufficient te 
warrant these institutions in disregarding their 
solemn obligations. Such conduct is not merely 
an injury to individual creditors, but itis a wrong 
to- the whole community, from whose liberality 


they hold most valuable privileges—whose rishts | 


they violate, whose business they derange, and the 
value of whose property they render unstable and 
insecure. It must be evident that this new gronnd 
for bank suspensions, in reference to which their 
action js not only disconnected with, but wholly in- 
dependent of, that of the public, gives a character to 
their suspensions more alarming than any which 
|! they exhibited. before, and greatly increases the 
| impropriety of relying on the banks in the transac: 
tions of the Government. 

A large and highly respectab'e portion of our 


“sons for believing that the establishment of an 
‘Independent National Treasury, as contemplated 
by the Constitution, is necessary to the safe action 
_of the Federal Government. The suspension of 
“specie payments in 1837, by the banks having the 
‘'gustody of the public money, showed in so alarm- 
-ing a degree our dependence on those institutions 
for the performance of duties required by law, 
: that I then recommended the entire dissolution of ` 
‘that connection. This recommendation has been 
subjected, as I desired it should be, to severe scru- 
“tiny and animated discussion; and I allow myself 
to believe that, notwithstanding the natural diver- 
“sities of opinion which may be anticipated on all 
` subjects involving such important considerations, 
` it has secared in ils favor as general a concurrence 
“of public sentiment as could be expected on one of 
7 such magnitude. a AG ees 
Recent events have also continued to develope 
‘new objections to such a conection. Seldom is 
-any bank, under the existing system and practice, 
‘ab:e to meet, on demand, all its liabilities for de- 
‘posites and notes in circulation. It maintains 
specie payments, and transacts a profitable busi- 
ness, only by the confidence of the pablic 
‘in its solvency} and whenever this is de- 
stroyed, the demands: of its deppsitors and 
- noteholders—pressed more rapidly than it can make 
“collections from its debtors—force it to stop pay- 
‘ment. This loss of confidence with its conse quences 
occurred iu 1837, and affcrded the apology of 
_ ‘the banks for their’ suspension. The public then 
acquiesced in the validity of the excuse; and, 
' while the Siate Legislatures did’ not exact from 
: them their forfeited charters, Congress, in accord- 
“ance with the recommendation of the Executive, 
allowed them time to pay over the public money 
they held, although compelled to issue Treasury 
"notes to supply the deficiency thus created. l 
_ It now appears that there are other motives than 
a want of public confidence under which the banks 
: seek to jus'ify themselver in a refasal to meet their 
obligations. Searcely were the country and Go- 
‘-vernment ‘relieved, in a degree, from the difficul- 
ties oceasioned by ihe general suspension of 1837, 
when a partial one, occurring ` within thirty 
‘months of the former, produced: new and serions 
embarrassments, though it had no palliation in such 
circumstances as were alleged in justification of 
-that which had previously taken place. There 
was nothing in the condition of the country to en-. 
‘danger a well managed banking institution; com- 
-merce was deranged by no foreign war; every 
-branch of manufacturing industry was crowned: 
-with rich rewards; and the more than usual abun- 
dance of our harvests, after supplying our 
domestic wants, had left our granaries and store- 
houses filled with a surplus for exportation. It is 


| 
4p the midst of this, that an isredeemable and de- 


banking institutions are, it affords me unfeigned 


pleasure to state, exempted from all blame on ac- | 


count of this second delinquency. They have, to 
their great credit, not only continued to meet their 
engagements, but have even 
grounds of suspension now resorted to. It is only 
by such, a course that the confidence and good will 
of the cominunity can be preserved, and, in the se- 
quel, the best interests of the institutions themselves 
promoted, sha, 
"New dangers to the banks are also daily disclosed 
from the extension of that system of extrava- 
„gant credit of which they are the pillars. Former- 
ly our foreign commerce was principally founded 
on anexchange of comm dities, including the pre- 
cious metals, and leaving in its transactions bat 
little foreign debt. Such. is not now the case. 
Aided by the facilities afforded by the banks, mere 
“credit has become toocommonly the basis of trade. 
Many of the banks theinselves, not content with 
largely stimulating this system among others, 
have usurped the business, while they impair 
the stability, of the mercantile community: they 
have become borrowers. instead of lenders; they 
establish their agencies abroad; they deal largely in 


stocks and merchandise; they encourage the issue of ` 


State securities until the foreign market is glutted 
with them; and, unsatisfied with the legitimate use of 
their own capital and the exercise of their lawful 
privileges,” they raise, by large loans, additional 


means for every variety of speculation. The dis- | 


asters attendant on this deviation from the former 
course of business in this country, are pow shared 


alike by ‘banks and individuals, to an extent of || 


which there is perhaps no previots example in the 
annals of our country. So long as a willingness 
of the foreign lender, and a sufficient export of our 
productions to meet any necessary partial pay- 
ments, leave the flow of credit undisturbed, all ap- 
ars to be prosperous; but as soon as it is checked 

y any hesitation abroad, or by an inability to 
make payment there in our productions, the 
evils of the system are disclosed. The paper cur- 
rency which might serve for domestic purposes, is 
useless to pay the debt due in Earope. Gold and 


silver are therefore drawn, in exchange for their |: 


hotes, from the banks. To keep up their supply of 


coin, these institutions are obliged’ to call upon | 
their own debtors, who pay them principally in |: 


their'own notes, which are as unavailable to them 
as they are fo the merchants to meet the foreign 
demand. The calls òf the banks, therefore, in such 
emergencies, of necessity, exceed that demand, and 
produce a corresponding curtailment of their ac- 
eommedations and of the currency, at the very 
moment when the state.of trade renders it most in- 

The intensity of this 


convenient to be borne. 1 
"pressure on the community is in proportion to the 
; previogs liberality ‘of credit and conseqnent ezpabe 
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sion of the currency; forced sales of property are 
made at the time when the means of purchasing 
are most reduced, and the worst calamities to indi 
viduals are only at jast arrested, by an open viola- 
tion of their obligations by the banks, a refusal to 
pay specie for their notes, and an imposition upon 
the community of a fluctuating and depreciated cur- 
rency. 

These consequences are inherent in the present 
system. They are not influenced by the banks be- 
ing large or small, created by National or Siate 
Governments, They are the results of the irre- 
sistible laws of trade and credit. In the recent 
events which have so strikingly illustrated the cer- 
tain effects of these laws, we have seen the bank of 
the largest capital in the Union, established uncera 
Nationalicharter, and lately strengthened, as we 
were authoritatively informed, by exchanging that 
for a State charter, with new and unusual privi- 
leges—in accnditicn too, as it was said, of entire 
soundness and great prosperity—not merely unable 
to resist these effects, but the first to yield to them, 

Nor is it to be overlocked that there exists a 
chain of necessary dependence among these institu- 
tions which obliges them, toa great extent, to fol- 
low the course of others, notwithstanding its injus- 
tice to their own immediate creditors, or injury to 
the particular community in which they are placed. 
This dependence of a bank, which is in proportion to 


repudiated the | 


the extent of its debts for circulation and deposites, 
is not merely on others in its own vicinity, but cn 
all those which connect it with the centre of trade. 
Distant banks may fail, without seriously affecting 
those in our principal ccmmercial cities; but the 
failure of the latter is felt at the extremities of the 
Union. The suspension at New York, in 1837, was 
every where, with very few exceptions, followed, 
as soon as it was known; that recently at Philadel- 
phia immediately affected the banks of the South and 
West in a similar manner. This dependence of our 
whole banking system on the institutions in a few 
large cities, is not found in the laws of their organi- 
zation, but in those of trade and exchange. The 
banks at that centre to which currency flows, and 
where it is required in payments for merchandise, 
hold the power of controlling those in regions 
whence it comes, while the latter possess no means 
of restraining them; so that the value of individual 
property, and the prosperity of trade, though the 
whole interior of the country, are made to depend 
‘on the good or bad management of the banking in- 
stitutions in the great seats of trade on the seaboard. 

But this chain of dependence does not stop here. 
It does not terminate at Philadelphiaor New York. 
|l: It reaches across the ocean, and ends in London, 
the centre of the credit system. The same laws of 
trade, which give to the banks in our principal 
' cities power over the whole banking system of the 
| ‘United States, subject the former, in their turn, to 
ii the money power in Great Britain. It is not de- 
'' nied that the suspension of the New York banks 
i in 1837, which was followed in quick succession 
‘throughout the Union, was produced by an appli- 
eationof that power; and it is now alleged, in ex- 
denuation of the present condition of so large a 

ortion of our banks, that their. embarrassments 
‘have arisen from the same cause. 

From this influence they cannot now entirely 
escape, for it has its origin’ in the credit currencies 
of.the two countries; .it is strengthened by the 
current of trade and exchange, which centres 
in London, and is rendered almost irresistible 
by the large debts contracted there by our 
merchants, our banks, and our States. It is 
thus that an- intreduction of a new bank into 
the most distant of our villages, places the busi- 
i nessof that village within the influence of the money 
power in England. It is thus that every new debt 
which we contract in that country, seriously.affects 
` our own currency, and extends over the pursuits 
; of our citizens its powerful influence. We can- 
not escape from this by making new banks, great 
or small, State or National: The same chains whica 
. bind those now existing to the centre of this system 
| of paper credit, must equally fetter every similat 
-institution we create. It is only by the extent 
to which this system has been pushed of late, 
that we have’been made fully aware of its irresist!- 
ble tendency to subject our own banks and cut- 


’ 
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rency to a vast controlling power in a foreign land; 
and it adds a new argument to those which illas- 


trate their precarious situation. Endangered in - 


the first place by their own mismanagement, 
and-again by the conduct of every institation 
which connects them with the centre of trade in 
our own country, they are yet sabjected, beyond all 
this, to the effect of whatever measures policy, ne- 
cessity, or caprice, may induce those who control 
the credits of England to resort to. 
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‘I mean : 


not to comment upon these measures pre- | 


sent or past, and mach less to discourage | 


the prosecution of fair commercial dealing | 


between the two countries, based on recipro- 
cal benefits; 


currency and credit trade, equally capable of ex-. 


tending their consequences through all the ramifi- | 
t 
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cations of our banking system, and by that means 
indirectly obtaining, particularly when our banks 
are used as depositories of the public moneys, a 
dangerous political influence in the United States, 
I have deemed it my duty to bring the subject to 
your notice, znd ask for it your serious conside- 
ration. . 

Is an argument required beyond the’ exposition 
of these facts, to show the impropriety of using oer 
banking institations as depositories of the public 
money? Can we venture not only to encounter 
the risk of their individual and mutual mismabtage- 
ment, bat, at the same time, to place our foreign 
and dome xic policy entirely ander the control of 


a foreign moneyed interest? To do so is to im- 


pair the independence of our Government, as the’ 


present credit system has already impaired the 
independence of our banks. It is to submit all its 


important operations, whether of peace or war, to | 


be controlled or thwarted at first by our own 
banks, and then by a power abroad greater than 
themselves. I cannot bring myself to depiet the 
humiliation to which this Government and people 
might be sooner or later reduced, if the means for 
defending their rights are to be made dependent 


upon those who may have the most powerful of. 


motives to impair them. 
_ Nor is it only in reference to the effect of this 
state of things on the independence of our Govern- 
ment or of our banks, that the subject presents it- 
self for consideration; it is to be viewed also in its 
relations to the general trade of our country. The 
time is not long past:when a deficiency of foreign 
erops was thought to afford a profitable market for 
the surplus of our industry; but now we await with 
feverish anxiety the news of the English harvest, 
aot se much from motives of commendable sym- 
pathy, but fearfal lest its anticipated failare should 
narrow the field of credit there. Dces not this speak 
volumes to the patriot? Can @ system be benefi- 
cent, wise, or jast, which creates greater anxiety for 
interests dependent on foreign credit, - than for the 
general. prosperity of our own country, and the 
shed exportation of the surplas produce of cur 
bor ? É 


` The circumstances to which I have thus adverted 
appear to me to afford weighty reasons, developed 
by late events, to be added to those which I have 
on former occasions offered, when submitting to 
your better knowledge and discernment the pro- 
priety of separating the custody of the public money 
from banking institations. Nor has any thing oc- 
curred to lessen, in my opinion, the force of what 


has been heretofore urged. The only groaad on | 


which that custody can be desired by the banks, is 
the profitable use which they may make of the 
money. Euch nse would be regarded-in individu- 
als as a breaclr of trust, or a crime of great magni- 
Ande, and yet it may be reasonably  donbted 
whether, first and last, it is not attended with more 
misshietons consequences, when permitted to the 
TES than to the latter, The practice of permit- 
hence ates money to be used by its keepers as- 
ei : teved to be peculiar ta this country, and 
here, imaarcely any where else. To procure it 
» improper influences are appealed to; unwise 
conhectiuns are established between the Govern- 
a vast numbers o 
lons; otber motives than the publie good are 
brought to bear both on the receive ait Legisia- 


`a 


{ powerful State institu- 
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tive departments, and selfish combinations, leading 
to special legislation, are formed. It is made the 
interest of banking institutions and their stock- 
holders throughout the Union to use their exertions 
for the increase of taxation and the accumulation 
of a surplus revenae; and, while an excuse is 
afforded, the means are furnished for those exces- 
sive issues which lead to extravagant trading and 
speculation, and are the forerunners of a vast debt 
abroad, and a suspension of the banks at home, 

. Impressed, therefore, as I am, with the propriety 
of the funds of the Government being withdrawn 
from the private use of either banks or individuals, 


|l and the public money kept by duly appointed pub- 
bat it having now been made ; 
manifest that the power of inflicting these and simi- | 
lar injuries, is, by the resistless law of a credit |; 


lic agents; and believing, as I do, that such also 
is the judgment which discussion, reflection and 
erience have prodaced on the public mind, I 
! leave the subject with you. It is, at all events, 
essential to the interests of tHe community and the 


| be made. f Da st Aa ENAS 
` Most of the argumenis that dissaade us from 
| employing banks, in the custody and disbursement 
| of the public money, apply, with equal. force to 
the receipt of their notes for- public dues. The dit- 
ferenee is only in form. In one instance, the Go- 
vernment is a creditor for its deposites, and in the 
other for the notes it holds. They afford the same 
rtunity for using the public moneys, and 


equally lead to all the evils attendant upon it, since. 


a bank can as safely extend is discounts on a 
deposite of its notes in the hands of a public ofi- 
cer, as on one made in ifs own vaults. On the cther 
hand, it would give to the Government no greater 
security, for, in case of failare, the claim of the 
noteholder would be no better than that of a de- 
posivor. 

lam aware that the danger of inconvenience to 
the public, and anreasonabie pressure upon sound 
banks, have been urged as objections to requiring 
the payment of the revenue in, gold and silver. 
These objections have been greatly exaggerated. 
From the best estimates we may safely. fix the 
amount of specie in the country at eighty-five. mil- 


lions of dollars, and the portion of that. which, 


would be employed at any one time in the receipts 


and disbursements of the Government, even if the: 
proposed change were made at once, would not, it is — 


now, after fuller investigation, believed, exceed four 
or five millions. If the change were gradual, se- 


veral years would elapse before that sum would’ 
be required, with annual opportanities in the mean. 


time to alter thé law, should experience prove it 
to be oppressive or inconvenient. The portions of 


the eommunity on whose business the change | 


would immediately operate, are comparatively 
small, nor is it believed that its effect would be in 
the least unjust or injurious to them. 


In the payment of duties, which constitute by far’ 


the greater portion of the revenue, a very large 
proportion is derived from foreign commission 
houses and agents of foreign manufacturers, who 
- sell the goods consigned to them,: generally, at 


auction, and after paying the dutiesout of the avails, 
remit the rest abroad in specie or_ its equivalent, 
That the amount of duties should, in such cases, be 
also retained in specie, can hardly be made a matter. 
of complaint. Our own importing merchants, by _ 


whom the residue of the duties is paid, are not 


only peculiarly interested Jo maintaining a sound. 


currency, which the measufe inquestion will espe- 
cially promote, but are, from the nature of their 


dealings, best able to know when specie will be. 


needed, and to precore it with the least difficulty or 
sacrifice. 


should it be for their interest or convenience. 


the public fands are drawn and disbursed, an idea 
may be formed from the fact that, of nearly twenty. 
miltions of dollars paid to collectors and receivers 


daring the present year, the average amount in’ 


their hands at any one,time has not exceeded a 


million and a half; and of the fifteen millions re- 
ceived by the collector of New York alone during 


business of the Government, that a decision should . 


Residing, too, almost universally in. 
. places where the revenue is received, and whefe. 
the drafts used by the Government for its dishurse-_ 
ments must concentrate, they have every opporiu-' 
nity to obtain and use them in place of aes 
the nomber of these drafts, abd the facilities they, 
may afford, as well as of the rapidity with which. 
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the present year, the average amount held by him, 
subject to draft during each week, has been less 
than half a million. l 

The ease and safety of the operations of the 
Treasury in keeping the public money, are promo- 
ted by the application of its own drafts to the pub- - 
lic dues. The objection arising from having them 
too long outstanding, might be obviated, and they 
yet made to afford to merchants and banks holding 
them an equivalent for specie, and in that way 
greatly lessen the amount actually required. Still 
less inconvenience will attend the requirement 
of specie in purchases of public lands. Such pur- 
chases, except when made on speculation, are, in 
general, but single transactions, rarely repeated by 
the same person; and it isa fact, that for the last 
year and a half, during which the notes of 
sound banks have been received, mcre than a 


moiety of these payments has been voluntarily made 


in specie, being a larger proportion than would 
have been required in three years under the gradu- 
ation proposed. 

It is moreover a principle than which none is bet- 
ter settled by experience, that the supply of the pre- 
cious metals will always be found adequate to the 
uses for which they are required. ‘They abound in 
countries where no other currency is alluwed. In 
our own States, where small notes are excluded, 
gold and. silver supply their place.. When driven 
to their hiding places by bank suspensions, a litle 
firmness in tbe community soon restores en, in 
a sufficient quantity for ordinary purposes. Pont- 
age and other public dues have been collecied in 
coin, without serious inconvenjence, ever in States 
where a depreciated paper currency has existed for 
years, and this, with the aid of. Treasury notes for 
a part of the time, was done without interruption 
daring the suspension of 1837. At the present mo- 
ment, the receipts and disbun ements of the Govern- 
ment are made in legal currency in the largest por- 
tion of the Union—no one suggests a departure from 
this. rule; and if it can now be successfully carried 
out, it will be sarely attended with even less diffi- 


culty when bank notes are again redeemed in specie. 


„Indeed I cannot think that a serious objection 


` would any where be raised.to the receipt and pay- 


ment of gold and silver in all public. transactions, 
were it not fiom an apprehension. that a, surplus 
in the Treasury might withdraw a large portion of 
it from circulation, and lock it up unprofitably in 
the public vaults, It-would not, in my opinion, be 
difficult to prevent such an inconvenience frem oce, 
curring; but the authentic statements which I have 
already submitted to you in regard to the actual 
amount, in the public Treasury at any. one time 
daring the period embraced in them, and the little 
probability o! a different state of the ‘Treasury for 
at least some years to come, seem to render it un- 
necessary to dwell upon it, Congress, moreover, 
as I have before observed, will in every year have 
an opportanity to guard against it, should the oc- 
currence of any circumstances lead us to appre- 
hend injury from this source. Viewing, the sub- 
jectin all its aspects, I cannot believe that, any, . 
period will be more auspicious than the present 
for the adoption of all measures necessary {0 main- 
tain the sanctity of oar own engagements, And. to 
aid in secaring to the community that abundant 
supply of the precious metals which adds so much 
to their prosperity, and gives such increased sia- 
bil.ty to all their dealings, AN . 

in a country so commercial as ours, banks in 
some form. will probably always exist; but this ` 
serves only. to render it the more incumbent on us, 
notwithstanding the d'scouragements of the past, to. 
strive in our respective stations to mitigate the evils, 
they. produce: to take from them as rapidly as. the 
obligatipos of public faith and a carefal.cons.- 
deration of the, immediate interests, of. the com- 
munity will permit, thè unjust character of. mo” 
Tiopolies: to check ‘so far as, may be, .pfact- 
cable’ by * pradent legislation, those ters, tation. 
of interest’ and those opportanities. for, theif 
dangerous indulgence, which beset. them en every, 
side, and to confine themstrictly to the performance 
of their paramount duty, that of aiding the opera- 
tichs of commerce, rather than consulting their own 
clusive advantage. . These and other salutary. 
otins may, it i belie , be accomplished with~ 


refortns niay, it is 
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out the violation of any of the great principles of 
the secial compact, the observance of which is in- 
dispensable to its existence, or interfering in any 
way with the usefal and profitable employment of 
real capital. , l 
Institutions so framed have existed and stil! exist 
elsewhere, giving to commercial intercourse all 
necessary facilities, without inflating or depreciating 
the curreney, or stimulating speculation. Thus ac- 
complishing their legitimate ends, they have gained 
the surest guarantee for their protection and en- 
couragement in the good will of the community. 
Among a people so just as ours the same results 
could not fail to attend a similar course. The di- 
rect supervision of the banks belongs, from the 
nature of our Government, to the States who autho- 
rize them. Itisto ther Legislatures that the peo- 
ple must mainly look for action on that subject. 
But as the conduct of. the Federal Government in 


the management of its revenue bas also a pow- i 


erful though less immediate ; infiuence, upon 
them, it becomes our daty to see that a proper 
direction is given to it. 

ablic revenue in a separate and Independent 

reasary, and: of collecting it in gold and silver, 
wi!l have a salutary influence on the system of 
paper credit with which all banks are connected, 


and thas aid those that are sound and well man- 
aged, it will at the same time sensibly check such | 


as are otherwise, by at once withholding the means: 
of extravagance afforded by the public funds, and 
restraining them from excessive. issues of notes 
which they would be. constantly calle& upon to 
redeem. f f aa 

Iam aware it bas been urged that this control 


may be best attained and exerted by means of a | 


National, Bank. The constitutional objections, 
which I am well known to entertain, would pre- 
vent me in any event from. proposing or assenting 
to that remedy; bat ia addition to this, I cannot, 
after past experience, bring myself to think that it 
can any longer be extensively regarded-as effec- 
tive for such a purpose. The history of the late 
National Bank through all its mutations shows 


that it was not so. On the contrary, it may, after a 


careful consideration of the subject, be, I think, 
safely stated, that at every period of banking excess 


it took the lead; that in 1817, and 1818, in 1823, in, 
1831,and in 1834, itevast expaosions,followed by dis- 


tressinz contractions, ted to those of the State insti- 
tutions, It swelled bnd maddened the tides of the 
baukiug system, but seldom allayed, or safely di- 
rected them. Ata few periods only was a salutary 
control exercised, but an eager desire, on the con- 
trary, exhibited for profit in the first place; and if, 
afterwards, its measures were severe towards other 
institutions, it was because its own safety compelled 
it to adopt them. It did not differ from them in 
principle or in form; its measures emanated from 
the same spirit of gain; it felt, the same temptation 
to overissues; it suffered from; and was totally un- 
able te avert, those inevitable laws of trade, by 


which it was itself affected equally with them; and” 


at least on ene occasion, at an early day, it was 
~ saved only by extraordinary exertions from the 
same fate that attended the weakest institution it 
professed to supervise. In 1837 it failed, equally. 


with others, in redeeming its notes, though the two | 


years allowed by its charter for that purpose had. 
not expired, a large amount ef which remains to 
the present time outstanding. It is true, that 
having so vast a capital,’ and. strengthened by the 
use of all the revenues of the Government, it pos- 


sessed more power; but while it was i'self, by that. 
circumstance, freed from the control which all banks — 


require, its paramount object and inducement were 
left the same—to make the most for its stockholders, 
not to regulate the currency of the country. Nor 


has it, as far as we are advised, been, found to be 


greatly otherwise elsewhere. _ The national cha- 
racier given to the Bank of England, has not pre- 
vented excessive fluctuations in their eurrency, and 
it proved unable to keep off a suspension, of specie 
payments, which lasted for nearly a quarter of a 


century. And why should we expéct it to be other- ` 
wise? A nationa! institution, though deriving its” 
charter from a different source than the. State 


banks, is yet constituted upon thé same. principles; 
is conducted by men equally exposed to tempta- 


While the keeping of the | 
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tion; and is liable to the same disasters; with the 
additional disadvantage that its magnitude occa- 


sions an extent of confusion and distress which the | 
mismanagement of smaller institutions could not | 
It can scarcely be doubted that the re- || 


produce. 
cent suspension of the United States Bank of Penn- 


sylvasia—of which the effects are felt not in that `! 
State alone, but over half the Union—had its ori- | 
gin ina course of business commenced while it i! 
was a national institution; and there is no good | 


reason for supposing that the same consequences 
would not have followed, had it still derived 


is in vain, when the influences and impulses 
results. 


rency, without cheeking their attendant evils and 
fluctuations. The extent of power and the effi- 
ciency of organization which we give, so far from 
being beneficial, are in practice positively injurious. 
They strengthen the chain of dependence through- 
out the Union, subject all parts more certainly to 


common disaster, and bind every bank more | 
effectually, in the first instance, to those of our i 


commercial cities, and, in the end, to a foreign 
power. In a word, I cannot but believe that, with 


the full understanding of the operations of our . 


banking system which experience has produced, 


public sentiment is not less opposed to the creation | 
əf a National Bank for purposes connected with | 


currency and commerce, than for those connected 
with the fiscal cperations of the Government. 


Yet the commerce and currency of the country |! 
are suffering evils from the operations of the State |: 


banks whith can not and ought. not to be over- 
looked. By their means, we have been flooded 
witha depréciated-paper, which it .was evidently 
the design of the (ramers of the Constitution ta 


prevent, when they required Congress to “coin - 


money and regulate the value of foreign coins,” 
and when they forbade the States “to coin money, 
emit bills of credit, make any thing but gold and 
silver a tender in payment of debts,” or “pass any 


sent state of things, it was because they coald not 


have anticipated that the few banks then existing” 
were to swell to an extent which weuld ‘expel to || 
so great a degree the gold. and silver, for which they” | 
ài Sayy 


had ‘provided, from the channels of . circula- 
tion, and fill them with a currency that de- 


. feats the objects they had in view. The remedy. -: 
for this must chiefly rest with the States from. - 


whose legislation it has sprung. No good that 
might accrue ina particular case from the exer- 


cise of powers, not obvicusly conferred on the 


General Gévernment, wonld authorize its interfe- 
rence, or justify a course that might, in the slightest 
degree, increase, at the expense of the States, the 


law impairing the obligations of contracts, yet that, 


Sy these notes are violated under the impulses of 


interest or convenience; and that the uumber and.” 
' causes, but from those I have enumerated, and ad- 


power of the persons connected with these corpora- 


tions, or placed under thei? influence, give them a ` 
fearful weight when theip interest is in opposition. | 
. To the © 
_immatzrial whether. these results |. 
are produced by open violations of the latter, ., 
or by the workings of a system ef which the | 
An inflexible execution. || : 
) ' the consequences of past. errors.. A 
application of the immense results of the labors of 


to the spirit of the Constitution and laws. . 
people it is 


result is the same. 
even of the existing statutes of most of the 
States, would redress many evils now _ en- 


dured; would effectually show the banks the dan- |! 


gers of mismanagement which impucity encou- 
rages them to repeat; and would teach all corpora- 


tions the useful lesson that they are the subjects of. 


the law and the servants.of the people. What is 


-still wanting to effect taese objects must be sought 


: which debts are 
i: contrac'ed. If. we would escape embarrassment, 
:, pubiic and private, we mnst cease to run in debt, 
«4 except for objects of necessity, or such as will 
| yield a certain return. Let the faith of the States, 
power of the Federal authorities—nor do I doabt, , 
that the States will apply the remedy. Within the: | 
last few years, events have appealed ta them too | 
strongly to be disregarded. They have seen that the. f 
Consti‘ution; though theoretically adhered to, is sub- 
verted ip practice; that while on, the statute books | 
there is no legal tender but gold and silver, no ©: 
` surplus of ourcrops and incomes to the | 
in point of fact, the privileges conferred on bank- °: 
-ing corporations have made their notes the cur: i! 
rency of the country; that the obligations imposed |. : i 
i; onr country soon recover from a temporary depres- 


in additional legislation; or, if that be inadequate, 
in such furtner constitutional grants or restrictions 
as may bring us back into the path fioa which we 
have so widely wandered. 

In the meantime, it.is the duty of the General 
Government to co-operate with the States, by a 
wise exercise of its constitutional powers, and the 
enforcement of its existing laws. The extent to 
which it may do so by further enaciments, I have 
already adverted to, and the wisdom of Congress 


| may yet enlarge them. But, above all, it is incum- 
i bent upon us to hold erect the principles of mo- 
its powers from the General Government. It : 
tracts in accordance with the provisions of the 
‘are the same, to look for a difference in conduct or © 
By such creations, we ds therefore but - 
increase the mass of paper credit and paper cur- | 


rality and law, constantly exccuting our own con- 


Constitution, and thus serving asa rallying point 
by which our whole country may be brought back 
to that safe and hoaored standara. 

Our people will not lorg be insensible to the 
extent of the burdens entailed upon them by the 


| false system that has been operating on their san- 


guine, energetic, and industrious character; nor to 
the means necessary to extricate themselves from 
these embarrassmenis. The weight which presses 
upon a large portion of the people and the States, 
is an enormous debt, foreign and domestic. The 
foreign debt of our States, corporations, and 
men of business, can scarcely be less than two 
hundred millions of dollars, requiring more than 
ten millions of dollars a year to pay the inte- 
rest. This sum has to be paid cat of the 
exports of the country, and must of necessity 
cut off imports to that extent, or plunge ttie country 
more deeply in debt from year to year. lt is easy 
to see that the increase of this foreign debt must 
augment the annual demand on the exports to pay 
ihe interest, and lo the same extent diminish the 
imports; and in proportion to the enlargement of 


i: the foreign debt, and the consequent increase df in- 
| terest, must be the decrease of the import irade. In 


lieu of the comforts which it now brings us, we 
might have our gigantic banking institutions, and 


aplendid,but, in many instances, profitless, railroads 


and canals, absorbing to a great extent, in interest- 


i | upon the capital borrowed to construct them, tke. 
law impairing the obligation of contracts.” If ` 
they did not guard more explicitly against the pre- | 


surplus truits of nationali ndustry for years to come, 


-and securing to-pusterity no ad-quate return for the 
‘ comforts which the. labors of their hands might 
H otherwise have secured. It is not by the increase of 


this debt that relief is to be sought, but in its dimi- 
nution. Upon this point, there is, I am happy to 
hope before us; not so much. in the re- 
turn of confidence abroad, which will enable the 
States to borrow more money, as ina change of. 
public feeling at home, which prompts our people 
to pause in their career, and think of the means by 
to be paid before they are 


corporations, and individuals, already pledged, 
be kept with the most punctilious regard. It is 
due to our national character, as well as. to justice, 
that this should on the part of each be a fixed 


| principle of conduct. Byt it behooves. ps all 


td be more chary in pledging it hereafter.. 
By ceasing fo ron in debt, and applying the . 

isc arge. 
of ex'sting obligations, buying less and selling 
more, ahd managing all affairs, public.aad private, 
with strict, economy and frugality, we shall see 


sion, „arising not from natural and permanent. 


vance witb renewed vigor in her career of pros- 
penty. | : Sele ns f 
Fortunately for us, at this moment, when the 
balance of trade is greatly against us,. and 
the difficulty of meeting it enhanced by the 
disturbed state of our money affairs, the boun- 
ties. of Providence have come to relieve us from. 
f ] faithfal 


the last season will afford, partial relief for the pre- 
sent, ard perseverance in the same course. will, in 
due season, accomplish the rest. We have had fall 
experience, in times past, of. the extraordinary re- 
sults which can, in this respect, be brought about in a 
short period, by the united and well directed efforts 


call 
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of acommiunity like ours. Our surplus profits, the 
energy and industry of oar- population, and the 
wonderful advantages whieh Provitence has be- 
stowed upon our country, in its climate, its va. 
rious productions, indispensable to other nations, 


will, in dae time, afford abendant means te perfect | 


the most usefal of those objects, for which the S ates: 
have been plunging themselves of late in embar- 
rassnent arid debt, without imposiag on ourselves 
or oar children sucht earful burdens. = ~ > 


Bat let it be indelibly engraved on our minds: | 
that relief is not to be found in expedients.  In- | 


debtedness cannot be'lessened by borrowing more 
money, or by Changing the form of the debt. The 


balance of trade is not to be turned in our favor by ` 
Our.. 
currency eannot'be improved by the creation of. | 


creating new nds upon us abroad. 
new banks,.of more issues from those which: 
how exist. 
appear to give temporary relief, they almost inva- 
riably aggravate the evil in the end. It is only by 
retrenchment and reform, by curtailiag public and 


private expeaditares, by paying our debts, and by | 
reforming our banking system, that we are to ex- | 


pect effectual relief, secarity for the fature, and an 
eaduring prosperity. Ia shaping the jastitations 
and policy of the General Government soas to 
promote, as far as it ean with its limited powers, 


these important ends, you- may- rely on- my most 


cordial co-operation. are 
That there should have been, in the progress of 
recent events, doubts in many quarters, aod in 
some a heated Opposition to every change, can- 
not surprise us. Doubts are properly attendant on 
all reform; apd‘it is: peculiarly in the nature of 
_ gach abuses as we are now encountering, to seek to 


uate their power by means of the influence | 
they have been permitted to acquire. It is their || 


result, if not their object, to gain‘for the few an 
asoendency over the many, by securing to them a 
monopoly of the currency, the medium. through 
which most of the wantsof mankind are supplied— 
to prodace throughont society achain of dependence 
which leads all classes to took to privileged associa- 
tions for the means of spectlation and extravagance, 
—fo nourish, in preference to the manly virtues 
that give dignity to human nature, a craving desire 
for Juxurions énjoyment and sudden wealth, which 
renders those who seek them dependent on those 
who supply the m—to sabstitate for Republican sim- 
plicity and -economical habits a sickly appetite for 
effeminate indulgence, and an ‘imitation of ‘that 
reckless extravagance which “impovefished and 
enslaved the industrious people of foreign lands; 
and at last, to fix apon us, instead of those equal 


political rights, the aequisition’of whic was alike | 
the object and supposed reward of ‘our Re- |, 


volationary straggle, á ‘systent of © exclusive 
privileges eonfetred “by parm,  egistation. 
To remove the inflaences which bad ` thas 
gradually grown up among us—to deprive them. 
of their deceptive advantagés—to test them by 
the light of wisdom and trath—to oppose the force 
which they concentrate ni their support—all this 
was necessarily the work of time, even among @ 


people so enlightened and pare as that of the United © 
States. Ja mot other countries, perhaps; it could > 
plished through that series of revolu» | 


only be accomp 
tionaty movenrents, which are too often found ne- 
cessary to effeot an} great and radical feform; bat it 
is the crowning'merit of our institutions, t aat they 


Although these devices. sometimes: | 
i| andl 


create and nourish in thevast majority of'our peo- | 


ple, a disposition and a power peaceably to remedy 


abases which have elsewhere caused” the effasion | 


of rivers of btootl, and the sacrifice of thourands of 
the human race. The result thus far is most hono» 
rable to the self denial, the intelligence,. and the 
patriotism of our citizens; it justifies the confident 
hope that they will carry through the reform which 
Ae been so well began, aud that they will go still- 
farther than they have yet gone in illustrating: the 
_ Important truth, that a people as free and enlight- 
ened as ours, will, whenever it Becomes necessary, 
so rt nt lr 
ment by voluntarily adopting appropriate 
saad edad abuse, and scbm:tiing to tempo- 
: Ss, nowever i i ze 
manent welfare. dia pp aa r 
My own exertiong or the furtheranee-pf these 


, theni, or the 


New Jersey Question—Mr. Colquitt. 


desirable objects have been bestowed throughout 
my official career with a zeal that is nourished by 
ardent wishes’ or the welfare of.my country, and 
by an unlimited rehance on the wisdom that marks 
its ultimate decion on all great and contro- 
verted questions. Impressed with ihe solemn obli- 
gations: mposed upon me. by the Constitution, desi- | 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


:: rous also of laying before my fellow citizens, with | 


whose confidence ‘and support I have. been so |; 


highly honored, such measures as appear.to me | 


| 
conducive to their prosperity—and anxious tosud | 


mit to-their fullest consideration tne grounds upon | 
which.my opinions are formed, I have on this, as '' 
on preceding occasions, freely. offered my views ;' 


on these points of domestic. policy that seem, at : 


the present. time, most prominently to require the |: 


receive from Congress that fall and able consider- 
ation which the importance of the subjects merit 
can repeat the assurance heretofore made;-. 
that I shall. cheerfully and_readily.co-operate with 
youl aeverv measure that will tend to promote the. 
welfare of the Unien. TAT fe Huge ee ek ay 
Deormpen..2, 1839. M. VAN BUREN. ... 
‘When the message was read; Mr.. ALLEN rose 
and said: 95-50 0 is ES mes my 
Mr. Paxswewr: Courtesy hae,°E am: aware; 
made it the custom for a Senator representing the 
State from which the President comes; and agreeing 
„with him in poutical sentiments, to:move the print- 
ing of his anirua! message; yet the Senaor from 
New. York wil, I believe, excuse the deep 
feeling which prompts me ‘hus: to-rise, and in the 
exultation of renewed hope, exeited by. this paper, 
for the fatare security of our institations. and wel- 
faré of the people, sabmit that motion my-elf. — 
If, standing in this p'ace, the friend of all, the 
enemy `of none, 
s‘ngte ; 
it: is, that- each man of ‘them wiil deliberately 
consider this message, and that: part of il, espe- 
cally, which ‘relates to cofporations, ‘banks, and 
the currency, © - e i : 
` Togaaranty foréver the rights, the happinessiof 
individual man—to. protect the feeble against the 
-rapacity of the strong—the whole sgainst thecome 
binations of the paris, by an equal distribation of 


bardeus and of blessings among’all~—was ihe cardi- | 


nal object of our civit institutions: ` Bat, notwih> 


standing ihis: the-e rights have bega viola'ed=—this | 


bappine:s perille.!~-thisrapacityallowed=-these com» 
binationsformed—and this equality gn a These 
things have been done, and that, too, on er: the aw- 
thority of law. “Curporatioas innemerabie:freekle 


‘the ‘face of ‘the land. -Corporations -which,:not 
_ content. with ‘a solate- power: over the currency=+ 
over the property—over the’ laber ‘of -he en | 


tire people, now ‘seek to reader themselves ime 
mortal, and- their’ dominion: vompltete, by po- 
litical “associations. Hence “has: arisen the, pa- 
per ‘system, wih all “its: complexity - of fraud 
and- oppression; hence the pending strife between 
man and monopoly; and hence it is that the world 
pow beholds this nation s:rugging; kke the fà- 
bed Laceoon, to ‘disengage ‘its own: body, and 
the bodies of is: sons, fromthe fatat cad of a 


pressed those: be tics: well nigh onio demb: + 
When, in 1837; after the-oniyersal crash. of the 
banking system, the: President- :ezomeendéd its 
severance 
ment’s ré-toration to its antient: -policy,; the 
pe ple, unprepa-ed alike for the ruin ateund 
‘yemedy propozed, remained, for - 
a moment, equally conicended by both. State 
after State reeled from iss perpendicular: and:slid 
from bis support; pohtic'an after politician fled fog 


safety¢r for succor to the arms of his foes; yetbe, | 


almost atone, amidst the general consternation, . 
amidst the deserions of: the -venal and. the 
shrieks cf the timid,” sood -anappalled—con- 
fiding,. as be. ever tas, does, and ever. will, 
in that “sober l ».-of- his coan- 
trymen, which is- “pever wrong; and .always. fi» 
cient.” - Aniuow, sir; sastam-d..by ibe mured 


jadgment cf a gratcfat people-—grate(al otin, bes | 
caase he was faiihfel to shem—faithiul, epeq ata 


tine when that very fidelity was at the: hazard of 
their dispieasare-the: President presente -sgain 


ie, I may be allowed to address a l! 
request to the whole body of my coon:rymen, |i 


if 


se‘pent, whose convulsive energies ‘have. come | 1 y 
‘iin our present unorganized. co 


i 
i 
from the Gove: nment, and the Govern | 


i 
i 


action of the Government. 1 know that they will | 


“be arrested, 


m m T 
; H of ý Reps. 


to his fellow-citizens a chart of principies, by. 
which, if with skill we steer this our poli- 
tical ark, freighted as it is with our hopes and: 
our Cestin‘es, it will bear us onward in safety and 
in peace, however violent the storm of exasperated 
passions, | : 

Mr. A. concluded by moving that fifteen hun- 
dred copies of ihe message and documen's, and five. 
thousand additional copies of the message, be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 


DEBATE ON THE NEW JERSEY QUESTION. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, December 9—In continuation. 
The House having under consideration the ap- 


| peal of Mr. Vanprapoet from the decision of the 


Cuar touching the votes to be counted from New 
Jersey, and the immediate question pending being 
as to’ permitting Mr. Duncan to tead certain doca- 
ments—after several gentlemen had addressed the 
House, as heretofore pablished— <4 

Mr. COLQUITT of Georgia said, although he 
did not flatter himself that, at this advanced stage 
of the'debate, he should have it in his iwer to say 
any thing new or ‘interesting, he had cofitlnded 
that, if the procese of orgasisation must here 
apd their time be occupied by speech 
making, they had ‘as weil at least have: variety. 
Talented gentlemen had time and again addressed 
this body, and, unless they had been unfortunate 
in their positions and arguments, from their free 


_ quent reiterations of the same sentiments, they cer- 


tainly, by this time, understood-their opinions. If, 
therefore, said Mr. C. the House is not to be or- 
ganized, and our time is to be occupied in ‘dedate, 
Í trust every gentleman who has uot spoken will 
induct himself in his seat by making a speech. I 
have a few remarks to make; which [ hope will be 
received with indulgence. In these remarks I have 
here no party friends. to propitiate; I have no pe- 
Jitioaleaemies to-abuse. I stand here untrammelled 
by the ‘bonds of party organization—uncontrolled 
by any consideration, save such as may best com- 

t with the credit and respectability.of this. body 
and the honor of our common country: It is surely 
time that some-definite step should be takea. This 
diseussion has continued long enough for the naked 
purposes of party. An honorable gentleman has 
said, matier is bere to be served up for. the people. 
I protest against the continuance of this discussion, 
at this time, for any such, purpose; and, if enough 
has not been done and. said to excite popular pre- 
judice,. gnd satisfy party management, let gentle- 
men resort to ihe:t,. party, presses, whose managers 
are ever ready, able, and willing to be the chan- 


ition, we possess 
any powers, either legislativef execulive, or judi- 
cial? Are we now. to pass laws? No 
member sworn, no qupru ormed, no House or- 
ganized? And can yqu 
lemn. and imporiant ta 
by., hearing, judging,” ; n 7 
Sarely..not. No tribunal has.yet. been organized 
competeni to, pass. upon the rights of these claim- 
ants. Suppose ihat you proceed now with the tes- 
timony;. ihat you--give )t a patient and impaitial 
hearing-~seruuinize the law of. the, case—hear at- 
tentively.every argument—arrive at a just, ecnclu- 
sion, and then, provoence your judgment. To what 
will it all amount? Sir, 1t will, amount emphatir 
eally to nothing. You, have no power to enforce 
your decision_bat. by ihe sword. We have no mos 
right, in vur present sitnation, to _adjadicate ‘ i 
ques ion, than anyother body of citizens we mig A 
assembie an, the, „Capitol, Hil. Why, ni rea 

tae. testimony? Why play off a farce, by -891m8 
tbsongh the form of a arial? . We have not taken 
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the oath under the Constitution; we are not yet in 
office, empowered to device judicially. Is it as- 
sumed that, becanse we have been elected in our 
respective States, and have our commissions in 
our pockets, therefore we have the right tu decide 
that. our evidence is good as to our eligibility, 
while other gentlemen, presenting the same eti- 
dence, we declare to be bad? The argament is 
preposterous—the assumption unjust atid arbitrary. 
Present this question in as many different. aspects 
as you ‘please, and at last, the only sound solution 
is, by recognising prime facie all who exhibit the 
testimonials of their States, under the Jaws of their 
States, that they are their Representatives. Tt had 
never accurred to the framers of the Constitution 
that party spirit would ever be so excited as to 
question, before organizing the House, such com- 


mission as the State ‘should by law give:its mem- | 


bers. Such certificates of membership,- in accord- 
ance with the laws of the States respectively, place 


ali who possess them upon equality. But is | 


is: said that it is proper that suth as have their 
seats contested, should stand ‘aside until this 
question is determined. This. opinion frees us from 
none of the difficulties which now. embarrass this 
meeting. The mere contesting a.member’s seat can- 
not, surely, lessen prima facie the validity of the come 


..~ Mission which he has.received under the law. , The 
>. Certificate or commission which he holds by, the 


. daw of his State is certainly valid and of foree 
“under the Constitation, patil, by legal process, it 


"hall be vacated or set aside, . And how: can this 


‘be done until a constitutional tribunal shal! be or- 
ganized? Each House shali be the judge of the 
elections, returns, and qualifications of its. owa 


menberr.. Bat, by virtue of oar elections, and || 
having assembled atthe- plaċe appointed for the | 
-~ meeting of Congress, are we; before taking- the 


Oath of cflice, constituted judges, with. power to 
vacate. aad. set. aside: the: commissions which are 
heid by State authority? -As well might.a judge 


of one of-your courts, who. hed received his ap- 


aara undertake to determine a cause at law 
fore he had taken the oath of office. I regret to 
hear gentlemen; whose. professed sentiments are in 
accordance wilh my own on constilutional ques- 
tions, and with whom, on -many snbjects, I have 
expected tb act, advance docirines equally at war 
with precedent and law,-and deelare in - favor of 
tearing loose from their trammels,.in order to carry 
out their notions ofthe popular will. oq 
-" We must arrive at our rights by legal means, 
and any assumption or usarpation of power is 
jangerous, and should be discarded,: although it 
‘may sometimes happen that we suffer a temporary 
Joss by delay. In the case now before us, if you 
‘establish’ the principle contended for by those who 
Oppose the New Jersey members in taking their 
‘seats, the practical result will be that the next 
‘Congress must recede and abandon the principle, 
or this will be the last Congress that will ever be 
held.. High excitement may induce the mitiority 
‘party, chagrined and maddened by defeat, by con- 
cert of action, ta prepare the means, concoct the 


plan, and execute theit purpose of having the re- | 


turns of every election in the Union contested; 


‘whether well founded or capricious, no judgment |! 
could be made, for, as the seats of all would be | 


that divide the Hall, I am prepared to aid either 
in carrying out such principles and measures as I 


may think consistent with the laws and the Consti- | 
tution. . But it is urged that permitting gentlemen | 


to take their seats who, after examinatien, shali be 
found to. have been -rejected by the people, may do 
great injustice by participating in some of iis most 
important business; This is true, and against 
which I would. raise my voice by way of caution, 
and beg of gentlemen for their own sake, for the 
sake of the House, and for- the sake of the party 
of which they: are members, to make no feigned 
issue, to exercise. no technical advantage, claim no 
honors of which investigation will strip them, take 
no, seat of which they may be ultimately deprived 
to. their mortification and disgrace. No party 
should be so anxious for power as to press the 
claims of those who are not the choice of their 
constituents, and such advantage now would of 
necessity. result to its iajury in the end. 

This fear of injury from a false step or improper 


|. position iš ordinarily of sufficient force to prevent 
; imposition, and it is all that is recognised under 
: our’ form of Government. 


The adoption of any 
other principle or organization than the receiving 


` such as were commissioned under authority of Jaw, 


© would-leave ts without a guide. 


contested, no judges would be left to decide, and | 
consequently no House, could be formed. The . 
‘necessity exists of recognising such members as 
‘ate commissioned by the authorities of their respec- |; 
tive States, as primarily entitled to their seats. . 


Organize the House, and you have then formed a 


tribunal competent to collect testimony, examine |. 


“witnesses, and decide such seats as may be con: : 


‘tested; and every such judgment and decision | 


would be the law of that, particular case, and ca» ` 
‘pable of beibg executed and enforced. ' Until : 


these regular steps are’ taken, no body or assem- 


- blage of men can tear a‘member’s commission ffrom 
8 


his hands, or deny him: the. privileges granted 
to others. Such a contest as the present may 
not often arise.. The equal division of parties, 


‘connected with the members gained or lost by the | 
decision now to be made,arraysgentienen under their ` 


party banners, resolving to fight over every inch of | 
ground which ‘may be made available in the cow- | 


ia their éxpulsion: 


test. Asi belong to neither of the great parties |; 


The honorable 


: of introducing the polls, and then stopping the in- 


quiry. He asserts that the clerks held back the 
retarns for fraudulent purposes, and that the re- 
turms.give.a majority of the votes to the contesting 
members : Examine the ‘position that he occupies, 
and see the result... We must take his word that 
the clerks, the Governor, ‘and the gommissioned 
delegates are, all -of the same politics—into. this 
matter we can make no inquiry. We must take his 


. word thatthe clerks fraudulently held back the re- 


turas, in order to -defeat the election of the 
contesting members, ‘and no testimony ean 
be introdaced, if any: sëch exists, to show 
that they. added to the polls after the election, 


that the returns were - held back for the aid | 
| and benefit of ‘the contesting members. 


The 
gentleman -desires to go: behind the commission by 
producing the poll book, and yet granted we could 
not purge the ballot boxes. you not. -perecive, 
sir, that this Bystem would be unjust? If we com- 
mence the trial, we should go through with the 
trial; which, for the reasons I have already given, 

‘we are incompetent to do in our present condition. 
If the-clerks: and the: Governor’ have practised a 
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law, and scorn the few and feeble, who u-ge bar- 
riers to interrupt their success. Honorable gen- 
tlemen have said that necessity imposes upon us a 
law. Agreed. Butare not the precedents of the 
House the results of this law of necessity ever since 
the formation of the Government? And when any 
bedy of men urge the law of necessity as a rule of 
action, they wil surely grant that the law ceases 
with the necessity. This House is in the process 
of organization. What then is necessary for the 
completion of this purpose? No more than simply 
to examine the credentials presented, and see that 
they are in due form of law; that they have the tes- 
timony recognised by the laws of the respective 
States. 


The power necessary to organize surely does rot 
warrant the examination of witnesses and a mock 
trial before we ourselves have beensworn. The call- 
ing the names by tie Clerk, commencing at Maine, 
was for the sake of order, and to prevent confusion, 
In point of legal right one State had no preterence 
over another; nor one gentleman a greater right to 
deman: that he should first be sworn than another, 


; It is true that, in the rush to the Ciern’s desk for 
; qualifications, stronger competitors might crowd 


me from the aisle—some man more muscular than 


myself might trample me down; but none would 
: gentleman from New York [Mr. VANDERPOEL] in- ; 
: sisted upon the propriety of reading other testimony, 


': tated a judge under the law. 


| Stand back; I am worthier than thou. 


have the right, by virtue of his commission, to say, 
But, in 
whatever condition as to position I might be found, 
I could hold up the commission—the authority of 
my State—and none could dare deny but my au- 
thority was as valid as his. It has been said that 
the certificate of election under the authorities of 


| the State is not prima facie evidence of election, 


/ but that “we must go to the polls.” 


If this doc- 


: trine be recognised as true, how many gentlemen 


here can exhibit prima facie evidence that they are 
entitled to occupy seats on this floor? Sir, have 
you the polls? Have you? or you? Who has the 
ballot boxes in his pocket? None; and yet, to suit 
the New Jersey case, it is insisted that this alone 
is prima facie evidence. The Governor uf New 
Jersey has been abused. And why? Because he has 
felt himself constrained to carry out the law of his 
State. - As to the facts ia this case I am not yet in- 
formed, nor do I intend to be,;-unti! I am consti- 
It is extremely inde- 


‘| licate, if not unjust, for those before whom a case 
: js to be tried to prejudge its merits, and approve or 


| condemn before hearing all the proofs. 


fraud upon the people, and by trick and manage- |. 


ment have commissioned delegates against their 
will, the party -whose members are: thus defeated 


ple know. it; and will speak a language to those 
public servants that they will be compelled to an- 
derstand.. Go on: with organizing the Flouse;. let 
the constitutional: tribunal be-erected; then exhibit 
the proofs, and:if it be sucha case as. bes been 
represented, I will, by pen, vote, and speech, aid 
Bat shalt it be that, regardless 
of prece 
regardless of ‘law, the mere foree of numbers shall 


determine: questions important in their bearing, 


upon ex:parte and garbled testimony, and by supe- - 
rior force have their determinaiions executed? -If | 
i comply.. 


this be what is understood by Democracy, I, for one, 
desire to be saved from it. These are not the pùb- 


lished opinions of the Democratic party; this-is not | 


dent, regardless of the Constitation, and | r f 
i: cially proclaimed; and yet, by the law of Georgia, 
march on to the accomplishment-of their wishes, | 


The Go- 
vernor may strictly have discharged his daty under 
the law, notwithstanding the contesting members 
nigy have received a majority of the votes polled 
at the election. I will mention a case that occurred 


; a- few years ago under the laws of the State of 
may console themselves by knowing that the peo- | 


Georgia; and I mention it because those gentlemen 


: who are inclined to speak harshly of the Go- 
: vernor of New Jersey will not, dare not, ques- 


` vernor.of Georgia. 
| R. Gilmer was elected a member of Congress, 


tion- either the ability or integrity of him who 
filled the Executive chair at the time of its oc- 
currence. The Hon. John Forsyth was the Go- 
When, among others, George 


no-doubt existed as to his election—it was offi- 


it was-necessary that the member elect should sig- 
nify his acceptance within days. Mr. Giil- 
mer was absent from the State, and, deeming this 
requisition: a mere matter of-form, neglected to 
The Governor, în pursuance of the law, 


i! declared the seat vacant, and ordered a new . elec- 


“the faith they profess to believe. . Majorities, ia nb ` 
Government, need any protection; laws arein their ` 


way; forms, technicalities, and special pleadings, 


are but cobweb: restraints to the arm -of power. ©. 
Bat they afford the only protection to minorities-~ ` 
` their safety consists in holdise on to the moral . 


force of .the law, in fighting behind the bulwarks ` 


of the Constitution, and shielding themselves by all ` e 
out and expose fraud, if it exists. And shculd it 


the fixed: principles of Government. A -majority 
can:move on:to the atfainment:of its purpose, dis. 
regarding all these little restraints, and ever and 


anon, as ih their strides they trample down the 


jawa and the Constitutian, ery out. the people, we 


“are elected by the people, we are. the people's friends. 


It is one of ahe reasons why majorities‘are usually 
the most corrupt+they stabstitate their. wills for the 


tion. This House was not troubled with a contest; 
anew election. took place, when Col. Henry G. 
Lamar was elected. The Governor, owing his 


` allegiance to his State, and sworn to execute her 


laws, in the discharge of his duty may thwart the 
wishes of partisans and excite their ire, when he 
must reeeive the approbation of the calm and re- 
flecting.. l repeat, sir, that, first of all, let the 
House be organized in the usual way; then ferret 


turn cat that . the Governor -of the State of New 
Jersey -has loaned: his high trast to.effect the dirty 
work of party, and prostituted his ofice 10 accom- 
plish selfish purposes, the decision that we make 
and the verdict that we render will teil ont, in lane 
guage that shall burn, onr feelings of contempt and 
indignation, Ep She E e at ths 
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Mr. NISBET of Georgia said that the impor- 
tance of the principles involved in this debate was 
his apology tor the remarks he was about to pre- 
sent to the consideration of the House. In the un- 
organized state of the body, (said Mr. N.) it ap- 
pears te be necessary that those who address you, 
Mr. Chairman, should exhibit unquestioned au- 
thority to speak. Iam one of the delegation from 
Georgia, sir. I mention this fact, not because I 
claim for my State any paramount excellence, but 
because I am solicitous that she should declare 
here the position she occupies. Strangers as are 
most of her members in this Hall, it would seem 
well enough that she be announced. I speak, then, 
by authority of one of the sovereign States of the 
Confederacy. I exhibit to you, sir, as my colleague 
did a few days since, the evidence of her will. I 
hold in my hand the commission of her Governor, 
with the great seal of State appended. ‘That seal 


speaks of her sovereignty—it announces me one of ;; 
Upon its face is the escntch- 
Her motto is Wisdom, Justice, | 


her Representatives. 
eon of the State. 
and Moderation. And, although what I may say, 
sir, may not be stamped with much of wisdom, yet i 
trust it will be characterized by justice and mode- 
ration. 

An bonorable gentleman asked, the other day, 
“Where will the State of Georgia stand upon this 
questior?” He was pleased to say the mangnani- 
mous State of Georgia. He made the inquiry 
with pride, as I thought, in the character of 
theS ate. [am sure I felt an honest pride in 
hearing my noble State thus designated. The 
inquiry, sir, thrilled through my spirit. I will 
tell you, sir; I willtell the gentleman from Ma- 
rylaid where she stands. She stands where 
her State Rights politicians have planted her 


in times gone by—she stands upon the ramparts `. 


of the Constitution. She stands where she stocd 
when you, sir, administered the Federal Govern- 
ment; when her own great Troup resisted success- 
fully Federal bayonets bristling upon her borders, 
and Federal usurpation assailing her rights. She 
stands where she stood when one of her most elo- 
quent sons, now a high officer in the Government, 
announced upon this foor that “he was ready for 
trial.” She stands now, and I trust will ever 
stand, the defender of the rights of the States guar- 
antied to them under the Federal Constitution. 

_ Passing over the merely incidental question now 
more immediately before the Hou-e, I shall pro- 
ceed to consider those points of controversy which 
have been so much canvassed. 
New Jersey, then, it has been announced to us by 
the CLerk that there are two sets of applicants for 
the right and honor of representing her in the Con- 
gress of the United States. Ten claimants -for five 
seals in this Hall. Both of these contending New 
Jersey delegations have laid upon the table of the 
Cierk evidence of elections. One of them exhi- 
bit the commission uf the Governor of New Jersey, 
under the seal of the State; the other has evidence, 
which has not been read, but which, we are told, 


establishes the fact that they did receive the majo- | 


rity of votes polled by the freemen of New Jersey. 
This state of facts, sir, involves, to my mind, two 
inquiries. 

First, what is the legal and constitutional rule by 


which, in this stage of the House, the rights of |, 
those confi cling claimants to the honor of repre- | 


senting New Jersey shall be determined? 
- Second, what is the mode of action to be adopted 
in making that rue operative? Upon an inquiry 
made of you, sir, the other day, you, as Chairman 
of this body, determined that those delegates from 
New Jersey, holding the evidences of election ac- 
cording to the Constitution of the United States and 
the laws of New Jersey, should vote upin a ques- 
tion then depending. You thus pronounced a rule 
by which not only the right of the claimants to seats 
in this Hall should be ascertained; but also one by 
which this House should regulate its action. T 
agree with you, sir, that this is the only safe rule. 
Lhe proposition is true—legally, constitationaly 
true, and is in accordance with the principles of 
Government which L have been taught to honor 
and revere. In the mode of applying this rule, I 
Shall differ with you. The Constitution of the 
Union is in this case paramount, authoritative, and 


From the State of || 


i selves, by virtue of your appoiatments, no inhe- 


| judgment without a process or a ministerial agent. 


| system of Government is eminently practical; its 


commanding; it speaks in the voice of injunction. 
By that instrument it is provided that the States 
shall by law prescribe the time, place, and manner 
of holding elections for members of the Congress of 
the United States. It also provides for a power in 
the Congress of the United States to alter by its 
own legislation the time, place, and manner of | 
electing Representatives. And in all cases where | 
the laws of a State, prescribing the time, place, : 
and manner of electing her Representatives, have | 
not been repealed by Congress, those laws are as | 
obligatory upen all the departments of the State i 
and Federal Governments as the Constitution it- 
self. By failing to exercise the repealing power, 
Congress and the Constitution do actually confirm, 
adopt, and ratify those laws. The right of the 
State to enact them and to have them enforced, be~ 
comes thus as perfect as any other right secured to 
her by constitutional grant or prohibition. The 
right of selecting her own Representatives, and 
that, too, in her own way, is a sovereign right, 
which you, sir, and I, and all others, are bound by 
all the sanctions of the Federal compact to respect. 
You will observe, sir, that the States are clothed 
with power to determine the manner of electing. 
The manner of electing, sir, must mean the form of 
certifying and commissioning the elect when the 
polls are closed, as well as other things. If, then, 
the laws of New Jersey do declare that the result 
of her Congressional elections shall be declared, 
published, and ascertained by the commission of 
her Governor, under the great seal of the State, 
such commission, so authenticated, is as obligatory 
upon us, upon all, as any provision whatever of 
the Federal Consiilution. lt, therefore, follows to 
my mind demonstrably true, that you were right 
when you annonnced to the House that those who 
have the evidence of election according to the Cun- 
stitution and laws of New Jersey are entitled to 
sit and vote upon this flocr until the House is fully 
organized, and the equity of the polls of New Jer- 
sey have been ascertamed by the commitiee of the 
House. : 

But, Mr. Chairman, this rule being conceded, 
there must be some plan of action by which it may 
become practically available; otherwise, it is but 
an ideal abstraction—a name without power—a 


We are not men, sir, spell-boand with constitu- 
tional fatalicisms. We are practical men. Our 


provisions are des gned for use—not for admira- 
tion—for deification. ‘The system must work, and 
thus far, sir, in the main, it has worked well. It 
was contended in the outset of this debate that the 
CLERK, the then agent, was bound to respect the 
Govertor’s commission, and proceed at once to the 
call of those men who held it. So thought I. But 
it will not surely be asserted that he had then the 
power and authoritative control over this matter, 
and that there was no power in the House to ob- 
ject to the judgment he might pronounce. You, 
sir, it seems to me, occupy to the House the same 
relative position that the Crerx occupied before 
your nomination to the Chair. You are both but 
the mere agents of the body who chose to use you, 
acting on!y by derived authority—having in your- 


rent or legal ability to determine conclusively any 
thing. Would it be contended for a moment that 
the agent has a power greater than his principal— 
that, sitting as you do m the very presence of those , 
who appointed you, you can bind them irreversibly | 
by your determinations? Surely not. The CLERK 
did make a decision, or rather he declined to call 
any of the claimants from New Jersey—thus in 
fact rejecting the whole. | 
It was said that he was bound imperiously, by 
his oath of office, by the Constitution and laws, to 
proceed with the call of the Jersey Whigs. He 
thought differently, and upon that thought he acted. 
Whal, then, sir, was to be done? Stand still? We 
did stand stil], and rather ignominiously still. We 
presented a strange spectacle—the vast machinery 
of Government of this greatempire blocked by the 
decision of an anomalous officer, for whom no | 
powers have been claimed but those merely minis- 
terial. What not this the time at which the voice 
of the Constitution became bat a creature of the 
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mind? According to the opinion of those who 
deny to the House the power of acting, were not 
the Constitution and laws then silent—not in 
arms, but in peace, silent? The CLERK refused 
even to put a vote, and by this refusal all the de- 
partments of the Government were at rest, for there 
is in fact no Government whilst a co-ordinate de- 
partment denies to itself even the power of pre- 
liminary organization. So, sir, you determined that 
those who heid the Governor’s commissions should 
vote. Was your decision imperatively controlling? 
You pronounced, as I believe, a constitutional 
trath, But, sir, ander your decision, you yourself, 
with a power above and beyond the House, pro- 
nounced judgment under the Constitution and 
Jaws; or you clothed your tellers, upon a division 
of the House, with authority to determine who did 
in fact hold the evidence of election from New 
Jersey. From your decision an appeal was taken, 
and the House, as I believe rightfully, took this 
matter into its own hands. 

But the power to determine at all in the case be- 
fore us is denied. It is asserted that no man has 
a right to question here the commission of the Go- 
vernor of a sovereign State given in conformity 
with herlaws. Sir, I admit the latter proposition, 
but I contend that there must rest somewhere a 
power to judge and determine who does, in fact, hold 
the commission of New Jersey's Governor, given in 
conformity with New Jersey’s laws. And 1 hold that 
those who present themselves here as the uncon- 
tested Representatives of the States are clothed 
with that power; and that, so far as this election is 
concerned, this is the only power with which they 
are clothed. This is the tribunal to judge of that 
one fact—to declare and record its judgment, and, 
when pronounccd, the judgment is final. What, 
sir, if the tribunal determine wrongfully? Suppose 
it does not pronounce in favor of right and law? 
Why, sir, those who thus wrongfully determine— 
who infract the Constitution, and disfranchise a ~ 
sovereign State, are amenable to conscience, to 
God, to the Union, and to mankind. Such, sir, I 
understood your opinion to be the other day, when 
you so earnestly exhorted the House to organize. 
Such seems to have been your opinion when, at 
the last session of Congress, you offered a resolu- 
tion to meet the contingency which has now oc- 
curred. This opinion came to us with the sanc- 
tion of your great age and great character. You 
spake as one having antherity. It is the opinion 
of one, around whose venerable head cluster thick- 
ly the laurels of politics and of literature. For 
one, I believed the opinion correct. 


Ido not: claim for the House, in its inorganic 
state, plenary powers over this contested election. 
It cannot go behind the evidence upon your table. 
It cannot purge the New Jersey polls. When or- 
ganized, by the Constitution it is made the judge of 
tha elections, returns, and qualifications of its own 
members. ‘Then, sir, it can sift the polls, rectify 
all mistakes, and enforce, in fact, the voice of the 
voting power. This has been demonstrated by 
severalgentlemen, but by none with more concla- 


| sive force than by my friend an: colleague (Mr. 


Cooper ] Who are we? The Representatives of 
the people, elected under the Constitution of the 
Union and the laws of the States from whence we 
come. By State and constitutional mandate we 
are here, and, when our rights to seats are not 
questioned, we are, in truth, the House of Repre- 
sentatives, clothed with all powers necessary to 
full and final organization. The Constitution de 
clares that the House of Representatives shall be 
composed of members elected by the several States, 
&c. And, by constitutional presumption, we are 
elected when no one questionsit. Think you that 
the Constitution, or, rather, its framers, contem- 
piated for one moment the assemblzge of a mob, 
claiming to be the House of Representatives? No 
more so than it contemplated any other act of re- 
bellion or of usurpation. The Constitution further 
provides that the Congress shall assemble, &c. Its 
language is mandatery. lis command is to essem- 
ble, and ex vi termini to organize. How, assemble 
asan organized body? No, for that is an impract.- 
cability. That would be to assume, Most absardly, 
that to be done, which we are commanded to as- 
semble for the purpose of doing. In all the 
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sessions of both Houses of Congress there is a point 
of lime intervening between the assembling and the 
organizing of the body—ibat is the time being. 
There ıs also a state of political being, in which we 
live, and are vital for certain purposes, but are- 
still the inorganic embryo of fuli maturity. Such 


to throw off our chrysalis attributes. Otherwise, 


remain forever inchoate, and 
thioughoat all time in transite. The truth is, sir, 
disguise it as we may, unless we have the power of 
organization, the Government is dissolved. One of 
the things to be done, and which is necessary to 


organization, is to determine who, in case of con- | 


flicting claims, are entitled to sit; or, in other 
words, who, in fact, have the highest and best prime 
Jacie evidence of being elected, according to the 
Constitution and laws of the State fram which they 
come. Do you not perceive, sir, inasmuch as we 


e 
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ple—and the hely: sanctions of Christianity, do, 


-and will, I trust, through the ages that are to come, 


forbid. 
Then, sir, the mode of aetion is for this House to 


| declare and register the judgment of the Constitu- 


: ` tion and the law. 
is our present state. In this state we must proceed | 


i 
1 


can do nothing—can discharge none of our appro- ' 
priate duties until organ ‘zgation—that, therefore, we |: 
are necessarily clothed with power to organize? It ` 
seems to follow as a matter of course. The law ' 


being silent as to the manner of organization, we 


` set of applicants can vote in their own case. 


` are. left to take such course as enlightened | 
Teason, drawing her conclusion from the Constitu- '. 


tion by necessary inference, may saggest. We are 


not yet a House for the usual and great objecis ; 


of our assembling, We can receive no message 
from the Executive. We can hold no intercourse 
with the Senate. We can organize no committees, 
and cannot perform a single act of legislation. At 
the threshold stands the obligation to organize. We 


mast do so by electing an officer described in the |, 
We daré not, sir, de= | 
prive. the State of New Jerséy of heér-right, co» |! 
equal with that of Georgia, or any other State, to | 


Constitution as Speaker. 


vote in the election of that officers. We have no 
power thus,to disfranchise her. Hence, before that 
+ officer is elected, we must determine that somebody 
does, in fact, for the time being, represent her. 
From the State. of Pennsylvania, I‘ understand, 
there are two gentlemen -claiming seats in this 
‘Hall, both bringing with them the commission of 
a Governor of that State, ander her great- seal. 


This is. a case not of fancy, bat of fact.. -Upon | 
this case we shall be compelled: to act, and thai, 


too, before the House is organized... Upon the 
assumption of gentlemen, that no vote, ho:act can 
be had by us, when the commission of a Governor 
with the seal of the State appended is presente4, 


quirement of the Constitution, say they. - Now the 
favor of the one as the other. of these gentlemen. 


What shal! be done} -Exelude both? 
the key-stone of the arch is disfranchised. Admit. 


both? . No, for then that great State will have one 


more Representative. than the Coustita:ion gives 
her. The alternative left is for the members. pre- 


seat, constituting a quorum of the whole House, _ 


whose seats are uncontested, to determine which of. 
these commissicns, and. which of .their:.seals is, in 
irnih, according. to the laws. of Pennsylvania. 


| Yes; sir, let it prevail.. How prevail? 


What I demand is, that the very same determina~= | 


tion be made in relation to the contested seats of. |; 
the New Jersey delegation. Which, sir, of these: : 
claimants, has. the evidence, „prina. facie in. -its. | 
character, of election? .This is the only ingeiry. | 


which. we have now the power to make, and that 

we have this power I have endeavored to show. 
The most plausible objection which I bave heard. 

made to this view of the-subject is, that it will al- 


ways be in the power-of parties, by capricious. ob-. 


jections to. the seats of a quorum of the whole 
Honse, to prevent its organization. It has, sir, 
mcre of speciousness than of force.. In answer,. I 


say, that an extreme possibility is-no well founded | 


objection to any course. of reasoning.. The sup- 
position presents a. case: when the Government. 
would be in the act of revolution. uc 
possibility neither law, constiutions, nor religion, 
ean whoily guard. The case might orcur;.so also, 
then, might arise a Cromwell in cur midst, to cise, 
solve the Congress of the Union by military. force. 
Bat ibat such a case wil! occur, both the re traints. 
of idw—the moral sense of the people—the love of 
liberty, the suongest passion of the American peo- 


Against.such a 


_ requisitions. 


, tion is as fo the right of A and B to vote. 


| sovereign rights of the people. 


When pronounced, it needs no 
farther enforcement. It stands self-executed. For 


j | who shali deny—who modify—who reverse it? 
we are doomed to perpetual embryo—else we shall © 
shall continue — 


Upon this House falls the stern mandate of the 
Constitution, - Upon this House falls the sove- 
reign requirement of New Jersey. Upon this 
House State Rights principles make their equitable 
Is- the Constitution mandatory to 
you, sir, to admit the Whig delegation from New 
Jersey? So is it to the House. Are its require- 


. Mnents-obligatory, according to the reasoning of the 


gentleman, upon the Ciers? So are they upon 


‘this House. And, whilst I maintain the positions 


here assumed, Fat thesame time assert and enforce 
the principles which my colleagues and others 
have promulgated. 

Mr. Chairman, whilst I asert the right of New 
Jersey to be heard by-her vote in this House, I do 
not mean to be understood as admitting that either 
This 
is the only question upon which New Jersey can- 
not be heard. To me, common sense, whichis an 
iastinct of oar nature, denies to all persons the 
privilege of voting in a case where their personal 
or representativefights are concerned. The ques- 
And 
does it not involve an absurdity upon that question 
to permit A and B to vote, and thus adjudicate 
their own privileges? ` It surely does. 
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“The rales of the Hoase whieh we have adopted, | 


and all-parliamentsry e; so ‘far as `l am in- 
formed, exciade them. - It: matters not that they 
present themselvés in: representative character; 
for it is their tights es such that are to be deter- 
mined. side E oe by 2 r “e ' 
- Mach, sir, has beea said in this debate about the 
It is- claimed that. 
the will of the people.of New Jersey shall prevail. 

Á Through 
the agency of her organie law—and here no other- 
wise: They havespoken through no: other’ voice. 
They have not spoken in théir primaty elementary 
character. ‘They have held no convention. I 


i listen; but I hear not the rattling thunders of popu- 


lar sovereignty. The Jews of eld heard ‘the artil- 


| tery which pealed around the summit of Sinai, 
' and the sound of a trumpet waxing louder and 
both these gentlemen must come in. It is are- | 


louder; but in all this they heard not the Godhead; 


» it spake in the still small voice. - 
Constitution in the case put, conmands as much in ii 


So, sir, it is only in the stil] small, yet clear and 


|: steady voice of the law, that Tean hear upon this 
No, for then- |: 


floor the speaking of New Jersey. The organized 


| forms of Government do express the popular will; 


the people have made them their organs. The laws 
of-the State and the Constitution of the Union are 
the restraints ‘which the people themselves have 
placed epon their elementary sovereignty, and are 
so to be respected: until they are repealed or modi- 


i fedi I do not assert that: thégreat seal of New 


Jersey iv thé depository of her- sévereignty—that 
the ac’s‘of her Goveraor make him sovereign— but 
thes®: acts and that seal are-the evidence and the 


expression of the sovereign will. Suppose, sir, that” 


he who, with unsurpassed ability, rem esents in the 
Senaté of the United States the descendants of your 
own heroi pilgrim: ancestry, should there exhibit 
the ‘authoritative seal of Massachusetts and: the 
commission of her Governor, who wotld there ven- 
ture to assert tbat he came not in the name of 
a sovereign State? Or, if he wlio in. that body re- 


| presenw alike the genius,-and virtue; ahd soye- 


reignty of Carolina, should at her bar exhibit the 
seal of that: State, “always prepared, in mind and 
means,” adorned with its chivalric palmetto: bla- 
zonry, would there be one there so boll as to deny. 


_him entrance? So no:one here, I trast, will deny 
‘those delegates Baving the highest evidence to‘enter . 


and sit as the Representatives of New Jersey. 
Mr. Chairman, I. am nnlike the distinguished. 


‘gentleman from: South Carolina, who addressed 


yeu the other day, born’ insensible to fear. - I fear 
maay things. F feartdé do wrong; but I do’ tot 
fear the trammels: of party, or the vengeance of 
the popular willa ‘Iai the discharge of duty; the 


| 
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people will scarcely hold me a fit subject for their 
wrath. Should this House fail to accord seats to 
the regularly authenticated members from New Jer. 
sey, there will have occurred a case of nullifica. 
tion reversed. This has been held a remedy for 
the Staies against the Government, but if we abro. 
gate the laws of New Jersey, then does nullifca- 
tion appear in its most odious form. She will then 
start, in her forays upon the Constitution, from the 
citadel of the enemy; and an unorganized branch 
of the Congress of the United States, itself but a 
co-ordinate department of the Government, will 
have abrogated, in the House of the people, the 
laws enacted by the people. 

I could but remark, Mr. Chairman, when you 
addressed us on yesterday, how studiously yeu 
avoided recognising the States in their sovereign 
character—insisting on the rights of the people. 
And I thought that, contrary to the law which ob« 
tains both in morals and physics, extremes had for 
once met; and that the naticnalism of your day 
was much the same as the degnas of this. 

Mr. BLACK of Georgia begged leave to occupy 
the attention of the House for a short time, and, 
before he proceeded, he owed perhaps an apology 
to the House and the gentleman from Maryland 
forthe manner in which he had for the first time 
presented himself to its notice. He meant no dis- 
respect to any one here; he had only claimed the 
right for his colleague (Mr. Coiauirt] to be heard, 
when other gentlemen, who had spoken repeatedly, 
were wandering from the incidental question be- 
fore them, and addressing themselves to the merits 
of the main proposition. He again asserted the 
position had had assumed in his claim to the floor, 
upon the ground that, although the question im- 
mediately before the House might be new in its 
mere form, yet that it was substantially the same 
that then had. been debated for seven days before 
that body, in proof of which, he referred to the 
speech jast delivered by the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Vanperroet,} and to the reply thereto 
by the gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. Evererr.] 
both of which had been addressed to the merits of - 
the original question. In continuation of that le- 
bate, the gentleman from Maryland had risen, and, 
although there could be doubt but that he believed 
himself rightfally entitled to the floor, as speaking 
to anew question, yet (said Mr. Brack) the gentle- 
man be mistaken—innocently so, without doubt— 
bat not the less so on that account, as he thought 
he had conclusively shown- by reference’ to the 
character of the present discussion. 

Mr. Brack said that he, like his honorable col- 
league [Mr. Cotauitt,] begged leave to exhibit to 
the House the comniis:ion by virtue of which he 
Stood here. It so happens that my credentials-of 
election, and my rights consequent upon that elec- 
tion, are not disputed. So far às he was informed, 
ho man was prepared to dispute them; bat, if the 
rale which has been attempted to be enforced here 
ie ultimately established, he did not’ know bow 
soon he may be arrested in his Representative ca- . 
‘pacity, and compelled to go back to Georgia, to 
gather up the polt books, to ascertain the compe- 
tency of the presiding officers of: election, and the 
qualifications of every mau who had presented him- 
self atthe polls and participated in the electivn; be- 
fore he would be permitted to take his seat. : 
- The ostensible question now before the louse 
is, whether the gentleman from Ohio [Mr.. Dun- 
Cam) shall.be allowed to: proveed with the testi- 
mony in behalf of those gentlemen from New Jer 
sey who are claiming their seats here in opposition 
to the members elect from the State;-who have in 
their possession the commission of the Governor. 
To such 1 proposition he must adswert in the nega- 
tive. A grave and importaat question-—ose in- 
volving the rights of: the Slates and the pearle of 
the States ia the high and momentoss privilege of 
the elective ‘franchise—is now submitted. To 
whom it issabmitted? To à mere assembly of ci- 
tizent—to: men who, alibough they may be -ulti- 
mately entitied'to. their seats upon this floor, have 
not as yet produced even thé prima facie evidence: 
of their election ! State’ the case as you may, turn 
it and twist it as you wiil, “to this complexion it 
muist come at last” Shall:we (said Mr. B-) 
hear testimony,” either on one ‘side or -the other, 
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before we are constitutionally quallified to act on it? 
Will you hear the merits of the case before you 
arein a condition to decide upon it? Who and 
what are we? (asked Mr. B.) Admit, sir, 


fer the sake of argument, that we ar: the Re- | 


presentatives of the people. To whom can that 
fact, at this s'age of our existence, be known, save 
to those gentlemen alone who have their creden- 


tials in their peckets: admit that we have no other | 


contest here but that to the seats of the members 
from New Jersey. I putitto your wisdom, sir, 
tosay whether we are yet organized in accordance 
with the Constitu'ion and the law? And whether 
we can take cognizance of any matte:, either in 
our judicial or legislative capacity, until we are 
organized? Will you try a case of such high con- 
cern before you empannel and swear your jury? 
By virtue of what authority and under what so- 
lemn sanction do we appear here as judges ina 
mater of sach interest to the parties? By virtue 
ef our commissions; by virtue of the authority of 
the sovereign States we represent; and the sanction 
under which we shou!d act is to be found atone in 
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they refuse to act—to organize the House upon 
proper principles, and to dispose of this question— 
they, and they alone, will be responsible to the 
great body cf the constituency. Go on, therefore, 
I beseech you, gentlemen of the majority—relieve 
us fiom the extraordinary position in which we 
are—terminate the scenes of disorder aud coniu- 
sion which have been constantly cecurring Acre 
since we first assembled—and place us in such a 
state of constitutional existence as will enab'e us 
to decide upon this question thus prematurely 
thrown before us. 

If the friends of the Administration can thus 
command and direct the action of this House, and 
they are disposed to be governed in their course by 
motives of policy, I put it to them to say whether 
the odds will not be fearfully against them if they 


; continue to stand out doggedly against the organi- ` 


zation of this House? Reflect what may be the 


` opinion entertained of you if you arbitrarily €x- 


the oath which, under the Constitution, we are im- ` 


peritatively required to take. Let us, then, who 
are thus delegated as State Representatives, and 
by virtue of S:ate authority, proceed to OR@ANIZE 
ourselves, in order that we may be constitationally 
qualhfed to hear and decide this question. If we 
are to arrive at that point of our legislative exist- 
ence at which our powers as members of the Ge- 
neral Government begin, we must take the only 
practical course, and that is, the ususl and ordi- 
nary one heretofore pursued by the House. Let 
your CLerk call the roll of members, beginning, 
iv he pleases, with the State of Maine, and going 
on in geographical order until the whole roll is 
completed, and then let the members thus calied 
take the oath of cffice prescribed by the Constitu- 
tion. Until we do this, we have no power to do 
any act in our representative capacity. 

Mr. Chairman, ta the “House of Representatives” 
alone belongs the exclusive right to adjudge and 
determine this question. That House is made by 
the law paramount of the land, “the judge of the 
elections, returns, and qualifications, of its own 
members.” 
presentatives comp.sed? Of members chosen every 
secon] year by the people of the several States; not 


only so, sir, but a majorityof the membersso ehoren | 


Of what, then, is the House of Re- | 


must be sworn into office before they can “do | 


business?’ as a body recognised by the Constitation 
of this country. “fhe only practical way in which 
this organization can be effected is, as | suggested 
before, to call the roll of members, and to swear 
them, or a majority of them, if no mere present 
themselves, into office, upon the prima facie evi- 
dence alone of the commission issued by the States 
which they may severally represent. This is the 
caly way in which we may hope to put an end to 
this most disgraceful state of things. Upon this 
prima facie evidence of my election—my commis- 
ticn under the great seal of the State of Georgia— 


you permit me to take my seat; and when the gen- ; 
teman from New Jersey, who hold in their hands | 


Precisely similar evidences of theirelection, present 
themsely.s to be sworn, reason, justice, the Consti- 
tution, and the laws made in pursuance therecf, re- 
qnire that you should extend to them also the same 
privileges you accord to me. 

_ We have been here now seven days, wasting the 
lime and money of the people, and have not yet 
arrived at the only material point—ihat of organi- 
zalton. All the debate that has hitherto occurred 
was idle and unprofitable. He, himself, was then 
speaking by the mere courtesy of the House; every 
member who had spoken had Leen listened to only 
by the same courtesy; and (said Mr. Brack) until 
we Can organize, and place ourselves in a condi- 
uon to act definitely, all onr debate will be mere 
talk. In order that we may arrive at that point, 
permit me to address myself to the majority—the 
numerical majority—on this floor. It is said that 
one of the great politica! parties that now divide: 
the country has that majority here; if that be the 
truth, the whole responsibility for the waste of the 


time and money of the people will ultimately fall 


upon them. The minority here, as elsewhere, can 
do nothing; the majJority—which is said to be an 
Administration majority—are all powerful. If 


oo 


clude these five New Jeisey members from their 
seats from fear that, if they are admitted, you may 
not be able to elect an Administration Speaker. 
If, on the other hand, the Whigs are admitted to 
their seats in order to form a House, and upon 
subsequent investigation they are ousted, you may 
then well claim the merit of having sacrificed 
your political jredilections and party interests for 
the purpose of removing obstructions which other- 
wise would have clogged the wheels of Govern- 
ment, anl threatened the existence cf the Union 
itself. And, if the Whig votes from New Jersey, 
thus admitted, should be made the instrument 
of placing an Opposition Speaker in the Chair, 
his tenure of office would rest solely on the 
validity of the votes that elected him, and the 
House, if the Whigs frem New Jersey are ulti- 
mately rejected, would vacate the Cuair whien aad 
been filled by the instrumentallity of spurious 
votes, and instantly proceed to a new election. 
Such a course would secure to you, not only the 
enviable consciousness of having done your duty 
to the coun'ry, bat will ensure your success in the 
election of a Speaker upon the only grounds on 
which any party cught to succeed—upon the 
strength of the legitimate and majority members 
of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Brack said he had as yet only spoken on 
the preliminary question; and as to what might be 
his opinioss, and what his votes, in regard to the 
wtimate right of these claimants to tne seats from 
New Jersey, when that question should come pro- 
perly before him, he was prepared to do what law 
and justice required. After the House shou'd be 
organized, he was willing to open that case; be 
woulu be willing to hear t':e evidence on both sides, 


; to examine the facts as to who had the majority of 


legal votes, and then finally dccide who are the 
rightful Representatives of the State ct New Jer- 
sey. But before we can achieve “ a consumma; 
tion so devoutly to be wished,” we must form our- 
selves into a “ House of Repre-entatives.” 

In conclusion, szid Mr. B. permit me to say, we 
have heard much duritg this wide and desultory 
debate, of the rizh's of the people—the voice of the 
people—the potential voice of the people—and the 
great Demociacy of the country, as contradistin- 
guished from the regularly organized and eonstitu- 
tional authoritics of the Stare Governments. I 
know nothing of such a distinction. The people 
of Georgia are democratic, republican, scvereign; 
but the potential voice of the sovereign people of 
Georgia is alwajs heard through the regularly con- 
stituted organs of the Government which the peo- 
ple themselves have institated. Any other ex- 
pression of that voice, except when the people are 
in their original convention, would be. but the 
ravings of a moh, and the howlings of anarchy. 
He hoped that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Duncan] wouid see that, until the House had cr- 
ganized itself, and placed iiseif in a constitutional 
atritade, he could not be permitted to go into the 
meri's of the case. 
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Mr. RHETT of South Carolina, rose a 
as follows: 


eg 


portant to me, although it may 
sequence to the House, that I sho 
views on the subject now betore jf for considera- 
tion. Always uttering frankly apd freely my opi- 
nions to all who desire to know them, it is net sur- 
prising that, in conversations with different indivi- 
dua!s—viewing only detached portions of this sub- 
ject ata time, and those tinged with the hue of 
previously formed opinions, or feelings strongly en- 
tertained—TI should be misapprehended or misre- 


{express my 


presented. Whatever the cause, however, an 
equivocal position on this or any subject 
deeply affecting the rights and interests of 


any member of the Confederacy is one which, 
neither as a member of Congress, nor as an indivi- 
dual, I can ever consent to occupy. Briefly, but 
freely, then, I propose to express my opinions. 

There are but two sets of papers on your table, 
with respect to the seats claimed in behalf of the 
Siate of New Je.szy. The claimants on the one 
side rest on the commission from the Governor of 
New Jersey, under the great seal of that Stale. The 
claimants on the other side rest on tze proofs con- 
tained in certain documents, showing that they re- 
ceived a majority of the votes cast, by some hun- 
dred and forty votes. It will not be necessary, in 
the views I shall take of this subject, to consider 
the character of these documents; as, for instance, 
whether the Secretary of State had any right to 
take the returns of the elections, of which it is al- 
leged he received the custody merely as clerk of 
the Privy Council, and, by putting them into the 
Siate office of New Jersey, give them the charac- 
ter of official records under the seal of State. I 
take the papers according to their purport; and they 
raise the question, which of those two sets of do- 
cements, in this our inchoate transition state, shall 
we recognise as best entitling the claimants under 
them tv participate in ihe organization of the 
House? It is not a question of final right; for all con- 
cede that in the House, aiter it is organized, that 
right must be ultimately considered and determined. 
Far short, then, of a full investigation, of any in- 
vestigation, beyond the papers on your table, whom 
shall we recognise as members of Congress for the 
purposes of organization? 

On the oie hand, it has been coatended that the 
Governors commission is conclusive, and cought to 
be unquestioned and unquestionable as to member- 
ship oa this floor. To ihis propos.tion l cannot as- 
sent. The commission of the Governor is im- 
pugnebe, and ought to te impugned and tei aside, 
in many cases which can be supposed. Forgery, 
for instance, or the case of the two contestants fron 
Pennsylvania, which we considered and adjudica- 
ted but yesterday. We ought to hear, I think, any 
impeachment of the Governoi’s commissicn pre. 
sented to us in good faith, and pass Judgment on 
its valicity; but, with the House befoie us, where 
we can alone, in almost every case, fuily aod pro- 
perly asceriain the facts, we should te very slow in 
discrediting the commission; and, on the other 
hend, it has been contended that the Governor's 
commission is a mere return of the clectioa, and. 
that we ought, there!cre, to put it on a pa ity with 
any other returns made by other «flite s or agents 
of the elections; and if, from a comparison of testi- 
mony, we find the Governor in error, we cught 
forthwith to rectity his return, and give the seats to 
those who seem to have the majority of votes 
in the election. Neither to this proposition do 1 
assent. 

It is always necessary, Mr. Chairman, if we in- 
tend to have any precision in our reasoning, to un- 
derstand the terms we use. What isa return, and 
what isa commission? A return isa s'atement of 
what has b ea dore; it isuothing batan account 
rendered, and is usually from an inferior toa sup2- 
rior, asin the ve y case before you is required by 
the laws of New Jersey, from the judges of elac-. 
tions to the clerk of the county c.a.t, and from the 
clerk of the county court to the Governor ard Pri- 
vy Council. What sew, on the ober hand, a 
commission, signed by a Governer, wilh the great 
seai of the State attached? Sir, it is a tlle, and no- 
thing less than 4 title, either to property or à fran. 
chise, as the case may be. It is a title to property, 
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when conveying away any portion of the State’s 
domain. Itis a title to a franchise, when induct- 


_ ing into an ofñċe, or establishing an agency. Can 


geatlemen make it less? It is by signature and seal, 
according to the common law of the whole land, in- 
herited from our wise and free progenitors, that 
property passes from one man to an>ther, from a 
corporation to an individual, from a State to a citi- 
zen, The paper, it is true, is rags, and the seal a 
bit of wax; but beneath these sneered at, but pow- 
erfal-emblems, rest in security, in the hands ofin- 
dividuals, the vast territory of this vast Confedera- 
cy, and all the offices of trast, emolament, or honor, 
by which the whole machinery of our free Govern: 
ment is so happily carried on. Their power is in 
the law; their omnipotence as great as the sove- 
Teignty which created those Jaws, and can only be 
slighted and disesteemed by those who are ignorant 
of oar forms of Government, or who are prepared 
to overthrow them. ae 

But it is objected, if the Governor’s commission 


gives a title to a seat in Congress, then the Go-. 


vernor makes the member of Congress, and not 
the people. The answer is plain. The Governor 
isa mere agent of the people, and, when acting in 
obedience to the Constitution and laws of the peo- 
ple, his acts are their acts. What are all our sys- 
tems of Government, State and General, but vast 
agencies established by the people for their govern- 
meni? The sovereignty is with the people. Sove- 
Teigaty is the supreme ultimate authority and power 
ia a State. In Great Britain it is said to be in the 
King, Lords, and Commons: in Russia, in- the 
Autocrat. Bat with us, it isin the people of the 


` States; and all our ‘systems of representative Go- 


vernments are only agencies by which they rule 
themselves. All legislative, judicial, and execu- 
tive acts, performed by their agen's in. pursnance 
to the Consiitution and laws they have established, 
are emanations of their sovereign will; and to:defy 
or deay them is to outrage their supremacy. 
When, therefore, the Governor of NeW Jersey, in 


pursuance to the laws of New Jersey, gave a com-. 


mi»sion to certain gentlemen as members of Con- 
gress to represent that State, his act was the act of 
the peorle of New Jersey; and it comes to us with 
all the power and solemnity sovereignty can con- 
fer. Iv is no answer to this position to affirm that 


the majority of .votes cast at the polls was against 


those commissioned. ‘If the laws of New Jersey 
a-e defective, or he” agents faithless, let her reform 
tım. The people went to the polls, not in an ele- 
mentary capicity, but in the ordinary course of an 
election, in obedience to the laws and constitutivun 
they had previously established for their, self-go- 
vernment, By these Jaws their election was held, 
their votes received, the returns made, and the 
members of ‘Congress commissioned. In all of 
these -acts, and in one not more thah another, the 
sovereignty of New Jersey was in ‘actnal_opera- 
tion; and when the final result is communicated 
to us by ‘the only official organ designated by ler, 


laws, in the form of a positive commission, under- 
the seal of State and the signature of the Governor,’ 
_ we are bound, a$ we respect one of the sovereign 


members cf the Confederacy, to fegard it with the 
hizhest consideration. ` ee 
<- Mr. Chaitman, there is but one way by which 
gestlemen can obvia‘e the effect of these positions; 


. and that is, by maintaiging, as has been done, that 


the laws of New Jerséy, by which the Governor is 
directed and empowered to commission members 
of Coneress, are unconstitutional, and therefore 


vsid. This is taking the subject up to high princi-. 


ples wer hy the attention of st t smen. Jf a mem- 
ber of Congress be an agent of this Government 
and not of the Statz he represents, then, uadoubt- 


edly, the State cannct commission him; or if hë be 


the agent of alt the people of the Union in the 


agefegate, it is equatly clear that a State cannot. 


commission him, Whose agentishe? = 
I turn to the second sect.on of the first article of 
the Constitution of the United Siates, and I . find it 


ordained that “the Hou-e of Representatives shall 


be composet of members cho:en every second 
year by the’ people of the several Stutes.” And 


further on, ia the fame article, preseribing the - 


number of Representatives, it says: “ The State of 


Nia.. P 
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iiiré shall be entitled to choose- three, 
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. nate of the United States are supplied. 
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Massachusetts e'gh!,” &c. Now, here a member 
of Congress is to be chosen “by the peope of the 
scozrel States:” “ike Slate of New Hampshire” 
chooses him. Is he not the ageat of those who 
choose him—the States? If not, whose agent is he? 
That the Representative is an agent—that he is the 
agent of those who choose him—no hardihood of 
construction hag yet denied. And, if he is the 


agent of the several States, how can the conclusion | 


be avoided that the States have arigi:t to c mmis- 
sion him? Has a man a right to act by an agent, 
and. pah he not give him a power of attorney? Has 
a nation a.right to treat with other nations, and 
may she nct commission her ministers to make 
treaties? ‘To state such propositions is to show 
their fallacy. Members of Congress are agents of 
the States, responsible to them alone, and ought to 
be commissioned by them in thir most imposing 
sovereign form; and such has been the practice of 
the States, with but few exceptions, from the origin 
of the Government to the present day. The com- 
mission is the tit'e of a m.mb:r of Congress to his 
agency—the evidence of the high authority by 
which he claims his seat. 

_I go, sir, one step further. With the Constitu- 
tion in my hand, I maintain that the Governors of 
the States are the proper designated orzans through 
whom this House communicates to the several 
States concerning its members; and they ought, 
therefore, to be the only organs through whom the 
States communicate to this House. When a va- 
eancy occurs, from death or any other cause, ina 
seat on this floor, by whose instrumentality is it 
filled? The answer is made in the first article of 
the Cohstitutiony **When vacancies happen in the 
repredétitation of avy State, the Executive authority 
thereof shall issue writs of election to fill such va- 
cancies.” Now, why should the Executive autho- 
rity of a State be called into requisition to fill a 
vacancy in this House? Because a member of 
Congress is an agent of the State, representing her 
highest interests; and the same organ and authority 
which put him in his seat should be invoked to 
supply the vacancy. Itis far otherwise when a 
vacancy octars in any of our State Legislatures, or 
in the Parliament of Great Britain. There, the 
Speaker issces the writ of election immediately to 
the people. Why? . Because there is no sovereign, 
power, like the States, interposing between the 
House and the people. In these instances, the 
Honse and the people are in’ immediate relation. 
A member of Parliament’ represents the whole 
realm. ' A Representative in our State Legislatures 


‘represents directly the people of the Siate. The 


Speaker of the House, therefore, issues the writ. 
Bat the Speaker of the Curgress of the United 
States is elected to his-chair by the agents of sove- 
reign States. When a vacancy, therefore, occurs, 
he cannot order an election; he‘can only acquaint 
the States: who filled the seats, and to whom they 


belong, that a vacancy has occurred in this body; | 


and the Governor of the State, representing ber 
high Executive tovereignty, issues the writ, and is 
the organ employed by the Constitution to supply 
the vacancy. -. , ; 

This argument gathers redt -ubled force when we 
tdrn tothe mañner in which vacancies in the Se- 
Th:re, the 
whole State is represented but by two agents; and, 
when._a vacancy occurs, the Governor is not erly 
the organ for communicating the fact of the va- 


cancy, and the agent through whom the people- 


seid up the representativé, but he has, ‘in certain 
emergencies, the power, representing the whole 


sovereignty of the State, of filling the vacancy - 


himself. Whenever the State Legislature is not in 
session when the vacancy oecurs, (which is the 
case it by far the greater number of instances,) 


-ahe-Governor appoints and places the Senator in 
bis seat. Now, ander all these instances of ex- 


press constitutional regulation, by which the Gc- 
vernors of ‘the States are not only recognised, but 


. ptdained to be the sole organ of communication 
between the-House-and the States, by whom seats © 


are to be Glied ep this fivor-—under the lọšg and 
unbroken practice of the States, from the first origin 
of this Governhment—with the powerfal constitu- 
tional reasons by which ‘this practice „has been 


“maint#ined—it does appear to me amazing that - 


State Rights principle. | 
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any map, much less a State Rights man, should 
gravely assert that it is a violation of the Constitu. 
tion for a State to order, or a Governor of a State 
to give, a commission by which a member of Con. 
gress should be entitled to his seat on this floor, 

Au argument has been brought forward from 
the fourth article of the Constitution. By that ar- 
ticle it is ordained that “the times, places, and 
manner of holding elections for Senators and Repre- 
sentatives shall be prescribed in each Siate by the 
Legislature thereof, but the Congress may at any 
time, by law, make or alter such regulations, except 
as to the place of choosing Senators.” The argument 
from this section is this: that “the times, places, 
and manner of holding elections” is a grant of 
power to the States; and the States, therefore, have 
no right to go beyond this grant, in their legisla- 
tion, and require their Governors to give commis- 
sions to members of Congress. 

Mr. Chairman, Lam a State Rights man; and, 
however few in numbers and humble in power, 
upon the doctrines these statesmen maintain I be- 
lieve the existence cf the Union and the happiness 
of the Confederacy mainly depend. According to 
these doctrines, the Constitution is to be construed 
Strictly, and all the powers not granted by the Con- 
stitution are reserved to the States. Now, no one 
will doubt, upon these principles, that if this clause 
had not been inserted in the Constitution, as the 
Siates were tu elect the Representatives to Con- 
gress, “the times, places, and manner of holding 
the elections” would have been amongst the pow- 
ers reserved to the States. How, then, can this 
clause be said to grant a power which the States 
had before, and would now have, if it did not exist? 
The truth is, itis no grant of power to the States, 
but is a grant of power to be exercised if deemed 
necessary to the General Government. It con- 
tains a mere injunction onthe States to do that 
which they had the power todo so; whilst the 
power is granted to Congress, in case the States 
should decline prescribing “the times, places, and 
manner of holding elections,” to make such provi- 
sions for bringing the people to the polls as may be 
necessary for its existence and perpetuity. If, 
then, this clause contains no grant of powerto the 
States, of course the argument deduced from it, 
that the States are restricted to the grant, falls to 
the ground. The States have not only the power 
to prescribe “the time, place, and manner of holding 
elections” for members of Congress, but they hold, 
by virtue of their reserved rights, all other powers 
and privileges, with respect to these high agents, 
not taken from them. Those who contend that the 
Stateshave no right to commission members of 
Congress by their Governor, must show that this 
power has been taken away. Who has ventured 
to show thi-? é 
i the first clause 
As “ each 
House shall be the jRdzge of thefleciions, re urns, 
‘and qualifications offits owa ofmbers,” it is con- 
tended that neither Mhe Govgruor of a State, vor 
any otber officers offthe Stay, haye any right to. 
judge at all, ander any circgimstances, of the votes, 
or the qualifications pf vors, after their votes are 
received. Again, sif, I ngist refer to famdayental 
hat. is, not granted is re- 
tained tu the States. e clause does not say that 
Congress shall be the Wie judge. It only gives the 
House the power of judging of the elec:ions, re- 
turns, and qualifications of its own members—a 
power absolutely necessary to ils independent exi t- 
ence. Itisarevisory power, by which it eaa. re- 
view the polls, the acts of the election officer, and 
go behind and set aside the commissioner of a Go- 
vernor himself. Batis this revisory power incor- 
sistent with the exercise of the same power, in con- 
formity with State laws, by the offic-rs of the 
States? On the coutrary, asa member of Congress 
is the agent of the States, does it not necessarily. 
fullow tha! the States, through their officers, mast, 
to the first instance, determine who this agent is t0 
be; anc coes not this involve the right of judging 
and rejecting votes—of judging ef ieturns and qia- 
lifcations? Withont soch a power, it would be 
impossible for the States to ascertain their o¥n 
agent; whilst the exercise of such a power does bO; 
at all infringe on the power of this House to cor, 
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ect any errors or frauds in the elec-ions or returns 
Ithas been conceded in the argument that the 
managers of e'ections might reject the vote of one 
disqualified by the State laws before it is pat into 
the ba'lot or taken viva voce. Well, isnot this an 
act of judging? But it is contended that the man- 
agers cannct reject the vote if itis once received, 
however fraudulent’ or illegal. Here, then, is a 
great constitutional power resting cna matter of 
tme. Ifthe fraud is detec'ed before the vote is re- 
ceived, itis constitut'onally condemned; if after, it 
js constitutionally above repudiaton. Suppose, 
sir, that, in counting out the votes, three of them 
are found rolled up together, er more votes 
are received than voters: must not the 
judges of the election judge of such frauds upon the 
pels? Suppose the name equivocal or illegible, or 
he vot? isa blank: must they not determine whether 
tshall be coun'ed? And in many of the cities 
where the names of the voters are registered, and 
those for whom they vote are recorded, a frandu- 
lent or illegal vote can as well be determined after 
as tefore an election. I am surrounded by mem- 
bers of Congress from every part of ihe Confede- 
racy, and I sk them whether, in every State in the 
Union, the man-grrs and judges of electians have 
not, from the cr.g n of our Government, exercised 
the pewer of perging the pal's in all cases of dis- 
covered frauds? W hilst, th refore, I maintain, in 
its broadest latitude, the power ef this House to 
judge of “the elections, returns, and qua ifications 
of its members,” and to revire the conduct of all 
the ele:tion officers, I do nct think that these pow- 
ers are, in the first instance, denied to the State au- 
thor: ties. 
Some gent!emen, however, unable to deny that 
the Governer had a right, under the laws of a 


Sta‘e, to give a commission to a member of Con- |: 


gress, beveriheless contend that the commission is 
nothing but a reiurn of the election, aud that, for 
that purpose, the Governor is a retarning officer of 
this House. I think, if the ccmmission is a mere 
retara, the argument is not far from being right. 
But in what a degrading position does it place the 
sove'eign States of this Confederacy! If the com- 
mission is a return of the elections, and - the Go- 
yernor of a State is an officer of h's House, of 
course he must be amenable and responsible to 
this House. May he not be dragged here, and 
punished for any imputed fraud in his returns? 
And where would be the pride and sovere gnty of 
the States in the opera:ion of so monstrous a posi- 
tion? lia law were passed by Congress making 
the Gove: nors of the States our returning officers, 
under the pretext of the power of “trescribing 
the time, place, and manner of holding elec- 
tions,” what State in th's Union, from the 
largest to the sma}les'—~from New York to Dela- 
ware—would submit to it? Sir, I hold in my hand 
the commission of my membership to represent the 
Stateof South Carolina on this floor, under her seal 
of State, and the signature of her Governor. Do you 
think I hold it to be on a parity with the returns of 
the inferior agents of the elections, and to carry 
with it no more dignity and power than the certifi- 


cates of such ignoble and contemptible instruments | 
(if reputation does not belie them) as figured at 


Millville and South Amboy? Is this commission, 


With its proud mo'to blaz»ned upon it,a usurpa- | 


tion—a mere nullity—or worse than a nullity—a 
foul instrument, by which the high Executive of 
South Carolina is made amenable to this House? 
Would tife itself be werth such dishonor? 


I wili now, Mr. Chairman, briefly reeur to the | 


conduct I have pursued in carrying ont the princi- 
ples I have here supported. I did not vote for the 
resolation of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Wreex,] declaring that the roll should be called in 
the usual order of States, and that the gentle- 


men from New Jersey, who hold the commission | 


from the Governor, should take their seats, for 
three reasons, which were covered by the resolution 
I had given notice I should present as a substitute. 
In the first place, if this course had been pursued 
these gentlemen would have heen inducted into 
their seats; and thus have been empowered to vote 
in their own cases, on any subsequent investiga- 
tion. The House will bedr in mind that so soon 
as you, sir, were installed in that chair, the ques 


n are contested. 


i; gentleman from Virginia, 
! these reasons establish are all contained in the 
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tion arose whe:her these gentlemen had a right 


to vote on the matter of these contested seats, in 
which they were interested. I called to your at- 
tention the rule of the House which I thought 
disqualified them from voting. You determined, 
however, that they hada right to vote, and that 
their interest in their seats was not personal, 
but representative—the interest of their consti- 
tuents. From this decision there was an ap- 
peal, and I voted against their right. I could 
nt, with the least consistency, vote for a resolu- 
tion which, without any change of circumstances, 
overruled what had been done, and gave the very 
right of voting I had denied. In the second place, 
the resolution of the gentleman from Virginia is 
in direct conflict with a principle I have avowed, 
and which I deem exceedingly important in this 
controversy. Itis that principle, so ably exposed 
and advocated by the honerable gentleman from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Unperwoop,] that we have a right 
to recognise, and a right to refuse to reccgnise, 
each other as members of Congress; and upon a 
refusa! to recognise any member of Ccrgress, he 
should stand aside until all who recognise each 
other hed taken their seats. A judicial tribunal 
would thus be organized of those whose sea's are 
uncontested, to determine upon those whose seats 
Now, the resolution from the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, if adopted, would have been 
a denial of this important principle. Without any 


| tribunal organized- from the members whose seats 


were uncontested—without the right of setting 
aside those whose seats were contested—in direct 
conflict with the right of members to refuse to re- 
cognise any claimant as a member of Congress, it 
proposed at once to induct the gentlemen from 
New Jersey, who had the Governor’s commission, 
into their seats. Havirg already voted against 


i; such a course, I had no alternative but to act so-j 


still. The third reason for my voting against the 
resolution of the gentleman from Virginia was, 


i that it did not affirm the power of the House, at 
: this stage of its organization, ‘to judge of the elec- 


tions, qualifications, and returns of its members.” 
The whole case—all the testimony on your table, 


| was not laid before us; and to give a judgment 
i short of the broadest exposition of facts before us 


might give the inference that we did not think we 
had a right to have them exposed for our judicial 
determination. Maintaining, as I do, that this 
House is the House of Representatives of the 
Congress of the United State-—as fully competent 
now as atany future time to ‘judge of the elec- 
tions, returns, and qualifications of its: members,” 
I did not deem it consistent with such a position to 
vote for a proposition which did not distinctly 
affirm this right. To settle and establish right 
principles is far more important than to do just'ce 
to any man; because in such a case justice to the 
individual may be the precedent for the grossest 
wrong to others. 

Ihave thus, Mr. Chairman, briefly assigned my 
reasons for voting against the resolution of the 
The propositions which 


resolution I proposed as a substitute; which has 
been adopted by the House. Whilst agreeing in 


' the result with those who maintain that those who 


hold the Governor’s commission should have the 
contested seats, I could not, consistently with my 


| previously expressed opinions and conduct, go 


with them in their manner of ob-aining it. 

I voted for the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Nayer] taking his seat, because, from the 
terms of the law of Pennsylvania, the proclama- 


! tion of the Governor, declaiing who were mem- 


be's of Congress to represent that State, was to be. 
issued withia a certain number of days (twenty 
days, I think) after the election. The Governor of 
Pennsylvania (at that time Governor Ritner) did, 
within the time prescribed by law, issue his procla- 
mation, declaring Mr. Naytor a member of Con- 
gress. The subsequent proclamation of Governor 
Porter, declaring Mr. Incersott elected, was with- 
out the time prescribed by law, and was, therefore, 
wholly unauthorized. In the New Jersey cases, 
now before us, we have the commissien of the 
Governor. We have this commission impugned 
upon grounds of fact; and we have these facts de- 


' from those with whem I have usnally acted. 
| position is far from being agreeable; but it appears 


|| not be exempt from their spray. 
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nied by those holding the commission. We can- 
not, now, sir, in this stage of our organization, go 
into an elaborate consideration of these facts; and 
nothing short of a fuil and elaborate consideration 
of them would be dispensing justice. The Go- 
vernor’s commission is a tit'e, to be set aside only 
upon the clearest proof of fraud in its creation; 
but wken the alleged fraud is disputed and cenied, 
upon what principle of justice, which has ever ot- 
tained in judicial or legislative bodies, can you 
stop short at the allegation of fraud, and not allow 
the allegation to te disproved? We have the alter- 
native, then, presented to us, of stopping at the 
commission, or of gcing, at this silage cf cur 
organization, into the merits of the whole czse. 
If we go into the merits of the whcle case, 
send for persons and payers, hear te timony, 
and hear arguments, will gentlemen tell me 
when the investigaticn will end? I doubt not 
the power of the House to go into the investigation; 
but the argument ab inconvenienti against such a 
course appears to be irresistible. There are other 
matters before the country, of grave importance, 
besides the seats of these five gentlemen from New 
Jersey. We should admit, I think, those who have 
the Governor’s commission, in the crganization of 
the House; and, when the House is fully orga- 
nized, refer the whole matter to the commitice of 
privileges of elections. In the mean time, we shail 
have put anend to the angry and disgraceful strug- 
gle in which we are now engaged, and the business 
of the people will go on; 

Mr. Chairman, I. have thus, as briefly as the 
subject would permit, stated my opinions on somè 
of the questions before you, and my reasons for the 
course I have pursued and shall pursue. They 
throw me into co-operation with those to whom I 
have generally been opposed; and they separate me 
The 


to me, after the most careful examination, to be the 
necessary consequence of those great principles 


i; with which I began my political life, and expect to 


end it. Probably, very few who hear me—not 
one—agrees with me in the opinions I have ex- 
pressed. What then? Are we to be the mere 
reflectors of the opinions of others, or surrender our 
principles because they are opposed? or, what is 


! baser still, abandon them, in a spirit of mean ma- 


ligrily, because our political opponents espouse 
them? I know, sir, that am but a man, and not 
above the influences of party asscciation; and 
amidst the fierce surges of pariy contention, I shall 
But, by. deep re- 
tirement and careful se!f-examination, I trust I 


! shall never be swept off into the dark abyss of 


party subservienc;; and through whatever scenes 
of s'rife and difficulty I am destined to pass, I shall 
not be unrewarded and without consolation if am 
able to preserve untainted, if not unsuspected, my 
political integrity. 


REMARKS OF MR. SHEPARD, 
Or Norra CAROLINA. 

In the House of Representatives, December 18, 1839-— 
On the resolution subm tied by Mr. Wisg, that 
Messrs. Aycricc, Hatstep, MAXWELL, STRAT- 
ton, and York, are not entitled to be sowrn as 
members of the Hou e. 

Mr. SHEPARD of North Carolina, observed, 
that this deba‘e had been extended for two weeks, 
and though he did net believe that he could throw 
any light on a subject on which the best ta’ ents had 
been employed in the course of the debate, yet as 
the couise which he had thcught it his du y to take 
had been scmewhat diffeeat f om that expected by 
most g: n!’emen, he deemed it but ius ice to himself 
to make a brief explanation efit. When- we assem- 
b'ed here, said Mr. S. some weeks ag”, cer aia gen- 
tl mea fr: m the Sta'e cf New Jersey appeared with 
certificates, that they hail been elected as Re; re- 
sentatives from that Sia‘e, similar.to the one which 
I possess; and on re’erring to the laws of New 
Jersey, I found that the Governor of that State was 
authorized to receive from the ju’ges of the eles- 
tions the returns of all the vites givn, to 
count them up, and to give commissions 10 those 
persons who received.a majority of the votes. Sir, 
said Mr. S. these gentlemen who claim to beac- 
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raitted to their seats here, have the certificates of 
the Governor, stating that they were duly elected; 
and n seemed to him they were entitled to take 
tbeir se t~ and w participate ia the organizauon 
of tw Hous by the election of a S er. It 
seemed tw him, thea, said Mr. 8. that he had no 
maore rghit to refuse to associate with them as mem- 
bera of this House, and to impeach the validity 
of their credentials, tham they bad to refose to 
avweciate aih hin, and to umpeach the validity 
of his. The Governor of New Jersey is the 


offie-t charzed wih making of the returns of e'ee | 
ti-a, anl though act appointed by the Federal Go- ` 


verent, his satements of the returns are as 
binding as if he acied usder oar authority. The 
c mmisiuns which he gave were in conformity 
with the osage whieh had always prevailed in this 
eonptry, and in the country from which our in- 
sututuns were derived; and ia both countries the 
act of the retarniog officer was always considered 
valid aad binding antl proved by good and suffi- 
eieat tes'imony to be wrong or franda’ent. 
Ths was the view which he took at the first, 
aad which he took now. He would not go 
iato aa argument to show the truth of this position, 
for it had been already so ably argued that he bad too 
much respect for the Huuse to consume their time 
with repeating arguments tbat had been so often ased. 
Bat some gentlemen contended that fraud bad been 
committed in gising these reterns. Admi that this 
were the fact; yet it seemed to him that they had no 
Tight, accord:ng to parliamentary law and usage, to 
ingeire into it at that time. The gentlemen whose 
seats were contested had as mach right, as he be- 
Leved, to inquire whether fraud bad been commit- 
ted with regard to he credentials, as be had to 
inquire with regard to theirs. Indeed fraud might 
be committed on all hands. The certificates of the 
Secretary of State of the Stale of New Jersey, coa- 
testing the verity of these returns, might themselves 
be the result of fraud; and, therefore, in the preli- 
minary stage of their prvoeedings, he thought they 
could not go into an examination of them. These 
reasons, and many otbers, which he would not 
troable the House with reciting, induced him to 
give his votes in favor of the right of these 
gcpttemen to take their seats. He thought they 
were entitled to have ther names on the :0!!, 
and he therefore vo'ed for the Grt propositon of 
the geutleman from Virgioia, [Mr. Wiss j which 
was lost. 
same ceatlemso, affirnieg that they were entitled 
to take the:r se. ts, and leaving the question cf ulti- 
mate right to be cccided by the Houte, after 
it was organized. Four this resolution he also 
voted. On Saturday last, the gentieman from 
Virginia . introvuced his third res.luti-n oa the 


' when he 
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| he must say, that when he heard the evidence read 


at the Cleru’s table, impeaching the valulity of these 
returns, in whith it was conclusively shawn that 
the gentlemen who contes‘e.{ Ihe seats had received 
a majority of the votes given at the elections— 
heard the evidence read that the 
clerks of two counties, Millville and South Am- 
boy, had suppressed the vote given at these coun 
ties, and when he heard the evidence that the Go- 
vernor himself admitted both these important 
facis, and, regretting that the technicalities of law 
prevented him from giving the returns to those 
who had received a majorly of the voies, counseled 
himself with the belief that the House would do 
justice to all prrties—when he had seen a prop sal 
made last summer in the public papers, by the gen- 


. Ueman commissioned by the Governor, tu throw 


up their commissions, and go again into a new 


' election, thus admitting a doubt of their owa rights, 


he could not avoid entertaining the suspicion that 
gross fraud had been practised, It seemed to hun, 
Mr. S. said, that throughout the whole contest here, 
one patty hed made use of the forms and techni- 


, ealities of law to cover up a mean and despicable 


Another resolution wes offe ed by the - 


fraud, while the other party bad attempted to break 
down all the forms of law, in order to attain ab- 


* stract justice; and being a Jaw-loving and law-abid- 


ing man, he had voted to preserve the laws, 
though injastice might be the consi quence. 
These things, Mr. S. said, were not uncom. 
mon in private life. A man oñen held possession 
of a tract of land to which he was not justly enii- 
ued, apd which the law would take irom bim 
upon a legal investigation and trial of his utie; but 
the forms of law must be preserved, and the tenant 
ia ioa mast retais the land until the courts de- 


' cide that another has a better titleto it. He would 


pass over other matters, (Mr. S. caid,) and come 
down to the proceedings of ye:terday; aud he con- 
fessed he never was more surprised in his life 
than he was when, shortly after the Speaker had 
taken the chair, and afier his administering the oath 
to the members of the House, he saw these five 
New Jersey gentiemen walk up to the table 
and ask to be sworn. He dii not, as he said 
before, mean to impeach their motives; they 
had a right to take theie own course; but he 
thoaght that motives of delicacy, as well as 
of expediency, should have induced them to wait 


- for the regular action of the House. Now, did not 


every mau see that the contest has, all along, been 


for the purpose of electing a Speaker, and that . 


these gentlemen and their friecds were contending 


. for their right to participate in that election? . Bat 


(said Mr. 8.) the right has been violated by deci- 
sions of the House again and again, and it is too 


-Jate to rectify it. The House has been organized, 


sabject; and on the motion t» lay it oa the table, |, 


he voted in the affirmative; and he had aow ri en 
more for the purpose of explaining his voie 
on that occasion, than to enter- into ag arzu- 
ment on the present question. When the motion 
to which he referred was made, it seemed 
to him that they had already evnsumed too much 
time on the varioas questions connected with the 
subj-ct, and thzt no good coa!d resolt from keep- 
ing it any longer before the House. He thought it 
was lime to lay aside this vexed question, and pro- 
eted at onee to the organizition of the House, and 
to the despate of ibe public business. There was, 
therzfore, no inconsistency in the two vctes he bad 


thas given. He voted according to the dictates of his 
| y:nience would result to these gentlemen or their 
© party by the delay. No great question would pro- 
i bably come before the Hoase, in which their votes — 
' might be necessary before the decision of the House 


test jadgment, an! subsequent refiection had ecn- 
viseed him thathe had acted correc:ly. Ji seemed 
to him that the qnestion had been settled by the 
prelininary meeting, that these gentlemen should 
bot take th irseats, and participate in the organiza- 
tion of the House, and that i: would therefore be 
better to Lave the controversy to Le decided io 
the ordinary way by the Honse, upon its meriis, 
after the action ot the. Committee of E’ections, 
Hy» must take this cceasion to say that ke had 
voted for the two resc lutions of the gentleman from 
Virginia, with the greatest reluctance. In what he 
‘was about to say, he begged to be understood as 
not wishing or intending to impeach the motives of 
the gentlemen fiom New Jersey, who came here 
with the Governor’s certifiestes; nor did he wish to 
impeach the conduct of the Governor bimself, But 


and the Speaker has been elected, without the par- 
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in the election ofa Speaker, it is too late new to 
apply the remedy. The act has been done, and 
done forever, and let the country and posterit 
judge of its currectness. A great deal had bees 
said about the States Rights doctrines that were 
involved in this question. Sir, said Mr. S. the 


— question h:s as much to do with Svates Rights 


as it has with the Egyptian hieroglyphics, 


No man wishes to disfranchise the State 
of New Jersey. The only question is, who 
shall take their seats as members from that 


State? There was no intention of depriving any 
one of his rights;on the contrary, the sending this 
matlerto a committece, and bringing it to a tho- 
rough investigation upon ils merits, was the surest 
way of doing justice to all. The argument had 
been used in the preliminary stage of the pro- 
ceedings, that the House, in an imperfect state, 
and wihout a Speaker, coud notenter into an ex- 
amination ef the evidence counected with the sut- 
ject, nor try iton us merits. That dithiculty was 
now removed. The House was now urganized— 
a Speaker was elected, and the memters were 
sworn. He hoped, therefore, there being no lon- 
ger any ob.tacle in the way, ihat the House would 
take this course. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina here took 
the floor, and replhed at length to Mr. Drom- 
GcCOLE, citing various precedents to show that the 
gentlemen who presented themselves with the cer- 
tficates of the Guvernor of New Jersey, were en- 
titled to take their seats without further question; 
and that the House hud no right to go behind these 
re.urns, or, at this siage of its proceedings, to go 
into an examination of the testimony contesting 
their validity. 

Mr. WISE obtained the floor and moved an ad- 
joarament. l 

Mr. SHEPARD asked that the gentleman wouid 
withdraw the motion, so that he might have an 
opportunity of saying a few words in reply to the 
gentleman from South Carolina. 

Mr. WISE could not withdraw the motion un- 
less it was understood that he should have the floor 


_ afterwards. . 


Mr. ADAMS hoped the -House would permit 


. the gentleman from North Carolina to make an 


explanation. 
_ Mr. WISE then withdrew the motion to ad- 
journ. 


Mr. SHEPARD then said that he had been a 
humbie member of the House of Representatives 
for the jast twe years, and in his course on that 


` floor he had endeavored io be actuaicd by what he 


ticipation of: these gentlemen, and they can, there- | 


fore, have no good reason for insisting on taking 
their seats without an investigation into their 
right to hold them. You, sir, [addressing the 


Srzaxrrz}) have been elected as an impartial : 


man; you and I voted to give these genile- 
men their seats in the first instance, and you 
will doubtless deal justly and impartially in your 
appointment of a Committee of Elections. Then 


| why not let this question of right be referred to 


: that committee to be investigated on its mer.ts, in 
i! order that the House, with a fall knowledge of all 
! the evidence connected with it, may decide on it 


camly, justly, and impartially. No injury or incon- 


' “on their case. He, fcr one, would agree that all the 


| great questions which were expected to come 


believed to be his duty to himself and the people 
he represented. He knew that, on various ocea- 
stons, be had taken a course unpalatable to some 
gentlemen, and they had shown their disapprobation 
of that course by various circumstances and means. 
He would, however, now say to them, that he was 
not responsible to them, or to any body else, ex- 
cept the people who s:nt bim there, and the 
country at, large; and be hoped that, in the dis. 
charge of his daty, in that’ House, he was as- far 
from fear as any other member on the floor. He 
would neither yield to flattery on the one side, por 
to bullying on the other. When he rose a ‘few 


. moments ago, he did not rise to make an apology 
_ for his vyote—he owed no apology to any body; 


bat he rose to put himself right before his con- 


© gti-tents and the country at large, because he knew 


- that 


the party ‘organs, which were spread 
throughout the country, were always disposed 


` to hold-up a public man toodiim. The people 


before. them, should be prrtponed until that — 


decision was made; yes, sir, said Mr. 8. the 
geat financial question, on which -1 shail go 
with the Executive, and -the fate of which 


will probably depend on the decision of these con- — 
tested election cases, may be laid over antil the | 


House shail decide who shall take their seats as 
‘Kepresentatives from the State of New Jersey. 
‘He had merely risen, Mr. 8. said, to explain the 
course he had taken. If any harm has been done 


by preventing these gentlemen from participating | 


do not understand the rules of order in this House; 
and when gentlemen act differently from the views 
of partisans, it is easy for them tobe. misrepresented. $ 
And notwithstanding the remarks of the geptieman 
from Seuth Carolina, he felt satisfied with the pro- 
priety of his course, and he believed that every 
person, untrammelied by party prejudice, would 


justify his conduct. He weu'd now briedly 
' siate what he hed -sgid. He bad said 
| that when. we first met in this House, he 


believed that thcse members from New Jersey 
who had the Governor's ceriificates were entitled to 
take their seats and participate in the election of a 
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Speaker; but he stated further, that he had strong 
sispicion that tho men had com*h re through 
a fraud. The gentieman from South Caro‘ina 
himself had strong sospicioa that they came 
here through a fraud, if he had not misurder- 
stood him on another occasion. He thoughtin the 
first place that they had the right to participate in 
the election ofa Speaker. They however were 
deprived of that right by the House, and they did 
pot vole fora Speaker. Then, so far as the prin- 
ciple was concerned, it was violated by prohibiting 
them from voting in the election of a Speaker; 
and if they had at any time a right to participate 
in the organization of the House, that right had 
been trampled upon, and it was gone forever. 
Then, after all th.s was done, 
the proper course, as a Speaker had been 


elected who would immediately appoint commit- | 
lees, to let the whole matter be brought ap be- - 


fore acommittee, and be examined, and properly 
decided? 
must give faith and effect to the certificate, because 
the House was net organized, because there was 
no Speaker, no committee to examine, and collate 
facts. Now, sir, the case is different. You have 


been elected by the gentleman and his friends, be- :i 
You can ; 
immediately appoint a committee, that will inves- : 


cause of your justce and impartiality. 


tigate the whole matter—that will bring to light the 
dark parts of this transaction, and do equal and 
full justise to all. Let the House take up the sub- 
ject, and decide upon the whole question of 
right, now that these men have been deprived of 
taxing seats in the first instance. Was there 
any inconsistency in his wishing to pursue this 
course? Would the gentleman from South Carolina 
desire to give men seats here who, upon examina- 
tiun, in a few days, it might be found, were not en- 
tilled to them? 
were his views, expressed with all due respect to 
the great lega! talents of the gentleman from South 
Carolina. 


Sir, said Mr. S. the gentleman from South 
Carolina, in the conclusion of his remarks, 
had said that his relations with me were 
not such as would permit him to speak of me 
as he would of his honorable colleague. Al- 
though, sir, I do not fear that gentleman’s lance, 
in any contest, | know that he is possessed of ta- 
lents far superior to mine The gentleman seemed 
to kncw that he is much my superior in age, in 
learning, and in eloquenge, but why did he nct 
think of this before he commenced his attack? 
Why did he not attack his. friend from South 
Carona, who had voted with me on all 
these questions? That would have been 
more consistent with the gentleman’s vaunted 
chivalry, which he is eternally talking about. 
{Laughter.] But the gentleman farther says, that 
Thad held that these men had a constitutional right 
to participate in the organization of the Ho 
and contends that because they once had a censti- 
tutional right, I act inconsistently in not sup- 
porting their admission to seats at the present mo- 
men’. In this matter, the gentleman himself is in 
no enviable position. 


Bank and a high tariff; still we find him always 
acting with that very pariy which goes fora Na- 
tional Bank, for a high tariff, and for all those 
measures which he has deelared to be most odious 
tohim. Ifit is inconsistent in me to pursue the 
course I have, is it not doubly inconsistent ia the 


was it not - 


Last week, the argument was, that we | 


Hause, - 


The gentleman came into . 
this House a Nullifier, opposed to a National — 


genileman to pursue the course which he pursues? | 
F íam inconsistent, he is still more so; and ; 
how can he justify himself to his constitu- : 


eis? How is it that he is struggling to get 
that party in power which woul! adopt all those 
Federal measures which he himself pretends to be 
absolutely cpposed tu? 


In pursuing the course which I desire to pursue, 
I do notsee that any harm can be done to any 
party, for I will be willing to postpone all the great 
qu stions which this House has to act upon, until 
the matter of this New Jersey election is finally de- 
cided upon, which can be done in a short time, as 
the Fouse can proceed to it at once, and act upon 
it in a legal and constitutional manner, 


This was his position, and these ` 
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APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


REMARKS OF MR HOLMES, 
Or Sourn CAROLINA, 

Inthe House of Representatives, December 12, 1839— 
The following resolution, offered by Mr. Pica- 
ENS, being ander consideration, viz: 

“Resolved, That the committee to We raised on 
the New Jersey election oo tg the qusst:on 
who is entitled to ‘the ret§rns’ of ¢lection for the 
Twenty-sixth Congress.” ! 

Mr. HOLMES of South Cargfina rose and ad- 
dressed the House as follows: 

1 know not, Mr. Chair aay, how you or other 
gentlemen upon this laor ee feel, but I do con- 
fess, for my own part, that when I consider how 
many days have elapsed since we assembled in 
this Hall; how ineffectual have been our move- 
ments, save, like the fingers of that clock, to mark 
oat the progress of time; how, in a crisis and at a 
priod when the eyes of a whole nation and the 
hands of a suffering people are imploriogly turned 
towards us, we have been vacillating instead of 
acting,debating instead of organizing, running agreat 
circle and remaicing stilt at rest—I feel that I 
ccu'd bow down my head in shame, and, returning 
to my constituents, ask of them forgiveness. 

This question has been misstated throughout the 
who'e of thisdebate. It is thus propcunded: “Are 
not the gentlemen from New Jersey who have the 
Governor’s certificate members of Congress, and 
are they notentitled to their seats by prima facie 
evidence?” This, however, is not the question; 
for no one doubts that the Governor’s certificate, 
under the laws of New Jersey, was the only evi- 
dence in the first instance. The true question is: 
Shall this House, with the election returns and the 


: Governor’s certificate both before them, go into an 


examination of their distinct evidences of titie, and 
decide upon their merit? I contend not only that 
you may, bat that you ought to investigate this 
whole matter; that you are required so to do by 
the fifth section of the first article of the Constitu- 
tion, which requires you to judge of the elections, 
returns, and qualifications of the inembers. 

My first proposition is, that this House has the 
materials before it; that here are the parties liti- 
gint, and that we are bound to decide; that the 
evidence before us consists of the appointment by 
the voters, in the shape of election returns, and 
also of the certificate of the Governor, professing 
to be based upon those returns; that the appoint- 
ment, and not the commission, creates the member; 
acd tnat, if the appointment was evidenced by any 
public act other than the commission, such act will 
give the right to the commission, or enable the 
parties to perform their duties without it, Pro- 
perly to test these propositions, we should consider 
who we are—how cunstituted—the mode of pro- 
ceeding heretofore adopted—and then take our de- 
parture with the lights which experience throws 
upon the pathway before us. Let me say that we 
commenced in error, and that in error we pro- 
gressed, until we organized this House by the se- 
lection of a chairman from amongst ourselves. It 
is essential that every member should be convinced 


` of the error; for upon the proper organization of 


the House must depend the legality of its pro- 
ceedings. 


Our first error was the attempt to invest the 
Clerk of the House with the attribu'es of Speaker 
or Chairman; and in the perseverance of this 
course for four days we uselessly consumed that 
exactamount of tme. Gentlemen en the other 
side were confirmed in the continuance of this er- 
ror by the very ingenious speech of the member 
from New York, [Mr. Barnarp,] whose effort, al- 
though his first upon this floor, I trust will not be 
his last, as it evinced much acumen, clearness in 
stating his premises, and logical skill in the deduc- 
tions. That member contended that, inasmuch as 
the Clerk was elected by the last House of Repre- 
sentatives, and that House had terminated its exist- 
ence on the 3d of March last; whilst it was admit- 
ted, both by the rules of the common law, generally 
applicable to officers, and the particular rule re- 
garding this functionary, that he did not cease to 
exist when the life of the parent that gave him birth 
had expired; therefore he (the Clerk) had a se- 
parate and independent existence; was an 


ee E SE E 
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| and proper 
| organ zing by the appointment of one from 
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officer of the Government, sworn to the per- 
formance of his duty, and recognised as occupying 
his proper place here, and, in the absence cfa 
Speaker, invested with enlarged powers unul the 
election of a Speaker. That, consequenily, under 
him we might progress toa proper organization, 
the Clerk putting questions to the House on any 
matter which it was competent to entertain. Now, 
to all this I answer that, although the Clerk did not 
cease to be Clerk when the last Congress expired, 
yet the fact of his living over invested him with no 
new functioa, and that the deduction from ihe pre- 
mises in acomplete “non sequitur;” his being sworn, 
or his remaining Clerk during the recess, could 
give him no new title, invest him with nə privi- 
leges beyond those originally acquired by his elee- 
tion as Clerk. He was, when first appointed, and 
is now, only an instrument of the H -use, and is no 
part of the House itself; his existence is the result 
of the action of the House—a mere consequence— 
and therefore cannot be a portion of the thing crea- 
ting him. The Clerk is no more a constituent por- 
tion than the pen with which [ write is a part of 
my body. He surely had functions to exercise 
when the members of Congress first assembled; but 
they were exactly those of the crier of a couri; his 
duty was to call upon the parties to assemble, who 
were essential to form or constitute the House, and, 
when this was accomplished, he was functus officio, 
and his successor was to be appointed. The error 
in which the House suffered itself to fall was this: 
that it proceeded to discuss the right of the New 
Jersey members without any person being in the 
Chair competent to put questions, or to decide up- 
on the mode of proceeding according to parlia- 
mentary rales. Thiserror, after many days—and 
after many ineffectual efforts to proceed with the 
work of organization—was admitted, and another 
mode was suggested: “that of 


amongst ourselves to preside over the delibera- 
tions of the body ” We are now generally ad- 
mitted to be properly organized. This organization, 
however, is said, by the honorable member from 
Vermont, [Mr. Stuape,} to result, not from any 
law, but from necessity, in consequence of the 
Clerk’s refusing to put questions. The genileman 
is wrong. The Cierk had no right to put a qnes- 
tion; and the House is now organized upon the 
only legitimate basis it could have been. The 
question then recurs, is that organization perfect? 
For, if it be merely inchoate, as gentlemen contend, 
then its acts are of no validity. But if it be perf ct, 
it can forthwith proceed to pass upon the whole 
case, examine the returns and qualifications, and 
decide upon the claims of the parties contending 
before us for seats upon this floor. My proposition 
is, that the organization is perfect, and I susiain it 
thus: The body is constituted according to the law 
of its creation, and that law is to be found in the 
Coastitutioa of the United States, which provide; 
that “the House of Representatives shall be com- 
posed of members chosen by the people of the +e- 
veral States.” The law of organizaticn of the Se- 
nate is distinct. It is composed of two Senators 
from each State, and the Vice President of the 
United States. Its organization, or composition, 
requires something more than its own members. 
The organization of the Hous2 of Representatives is 
complete, when made up of its own members, 
What follows?) Why, clearly this: that the “dise 
jecta membra” being brought tegether, and united 
under a head, the body is complete—complete for 
all the purposes of proper organization—capable of 
examining into the several parts of which it is com- 
posed—of comparing the relation and fitness of the 
joints, and of compacting them into the best form, 
for long and protracted exercive. When thus 
propertly adjusted, the whole body will be pre- 
pared to ran the career set before it—to legislate, to 
appoint, to adjudicate. I admit that, in its present 
condition, it cannot perform a jadicial fanetion. The 
gentleman from New York seems struck with the 
frankness of this admission. But let me tell the gen- 
tleman it involves no inconsistency, because we are 
not called upon, in deciding upon the claims of the 
gentlemen from New Jersey, to exercise any jadi- 
cial function, Let us inquire what is meant by 
judicial fonction, and the exercise thereof? Ide- 
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fine it to be the action of one body upon another dit- 
tinct body, according to some law or rule of aciim. 
Now what is it we are called upon to do? ` Not 
ceriainly to act upow another distinct body; neither 
is thera any prescribed mode of action by -which 
we shail determine upoa the premises. We are 
cal'ed upon to do this and no more: by aa inspec- 
tion of the maniments of title, to determine in the 
first degree who shall. compose the House, with a 
vew to the action and per‘ormances of that House. 
Thais ca e may b> tikene | to a contest betwee. tw. - 
militia companies for rank in line. The adjutant, 
ia fo'm‘ng the regiment, is bound to decide between 
the contending parties; bat will any one pretend. 
that his decision upon the commissions submitted 
to him by the offisers claiming rank creates jadi- 
cial action? It is mere'y a previous alrangement 
fo the several limbs, essential to the just action of 
the corps; a harmonious adjustment of the parts 
to the completion. of a system «whose operations 
are to be fully developed when properly completed. 
It is thas appareat that no jadicial ac ion is in- 
tended: - When the Hungse-is formed, by the elec- 
tioa of a Speaker, its judicial fanction~ will be 
brought iato exercise; it will then be called to des 


termine in the last resort; it will ¿end for persons | 


aad paperz, swear its witnesses, or examine upon 
interrogation. At present it is only-called upoa to 
protect itself, to guard i's own integrity, to prevent 
the abase which might creep ia ander color of 
title, to prevent the letter of a law from de- 
stroying its spirit, by imterposng between the 
existence of a fact and the evidence of that 
fact.. We are not pow, for the-first time, to 
learn the awful fact that it is the letter of the law 
Which frequently kills, whilst the spirit makes us 
free. ‘Who does not know that the rights of a- 
ple have been destroyed. more by the forms of 
the law than by the sword of: the conqueror? Aud 
does it require a. prophet totells—should the doo- 
trine be recognised that a certificate of election is 
togive a title tò a seat in Congress, superiorto the 
election retams upon whieh it professes to be 
based, superior to the votes of the electors, who 
are. the appointing power—that, in fimes of pariy 
excitement, certificates wil be manufactured con- 
trary to the return, and against the express will of 
the sovereign, which speaks through its’ majori- 
ties? Let us, then, not by a disregard of certifi- 
cates——-not by a- resort to suppression of technica- 
lities—<not by a disregard to the ‘certificate of a 
Governor or the broad seal of a State; but, by 
virtue of and in obedience unto that law, which 
New Jersey herself, asa sovereign State, enacted, 
and by which she claims. to be represented, and to 
which she has affixed her broad ‘seal, (the Constitu- 
tion of the United States,) proeeed; us commanded, 
to jage between. the qualifications, elections, and 
retarns:of the. members ‘claiming to be Represent- 
atives of a co-ordinate State. Let us perform the 
‘task. assigned us, in spirit aad in trath.: All rove+ 
seignty enjoins it upon es=-the sovereignty of the’ 
{Staves ds as expressed in the sacred instrament of 
our Confederation~the sovereignty of the people- 
of New Jersey, as demanding justice at our bands 
against ururpation of its: Executive—the sove- 
reignty of jastice, whose reign is coeval with time, 
and whose decrees are as ctersal as the Rock of 
ges. If we hesitate to proceed, we violate. all 
 shese:injunctions of ‘duty;if we advance with spirit 
tothe works. set: before us; we soon put the Go- 
vernment in motion, and perfect the great objects 
we were sent-to execute. What hinders us? Forms 
and technicalities, say the gentlemen : opposed 
to ihe ‘Administration’ We have tie certificate 
and we are entitled: I: deny thatany forms are. 
in the way; and {am prepared to show that, in the 
present ‘state of the case, y our certificate confers-‘no 
title saperior or equal to the returns themselves. I 
further contend that the returns are before us, and 
that the parties contending are as much within ovr 
jurisdiction as they will ever be. Now, whom 
hive we before as? Messrs. Aycrica & Co) on 
the one part—on the other, Messrs. - Dicrxnson-& 
Co. Tne first set claiming by virtee of the Go: | 
vernor’s certificate, which professes to be ‘an esem» 
litieation of the returns—the second set claiming 
by virtue of those very returns as recorded in the 


ofide of the Secretary of State of New Jersey; 


1 fore us. 


` abont sovereign power, that, this 
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which S:c¥etary was the clerk of the very Council 
who assisted the Governor in verifying the returns 
and advising upon the certificate. Here, then, are 
before us two sets of paper titles, and here we are 
brought to the point of action. Let it be remem- 


bered that I concede, in the first place, priority of | 


the Governor's certificate on the returns. That 


priority was granted, and it has served its purpose, | 
It conferred upon the gentlemen the privileges, and | 
| surreunded them wiih. the immunities of member- | 
' ship from the time they left the borders of their | 
own State until this House was organized to act | 
npon the qualifiations and returns. ‘Chis House is | 
now so organ:zed, those qualifiations and returns | 
| are before it, and we are now called upon to de- :; 
"= is essential to our organizing the House, and the 


cide. 


Yielding as much authority to the sign-manual ` 
: Speaker administers the oath, for it says the House 


of the Governor—paying as much respect to the 


broad seal of a State as gentlemen claim for it—let | 
us.now proceed to decide upon the documrnts be- i; 
| fore us. 
' they can easily be compared, and their relative |; 

merits adjudicated. What do these documents | 
' purport to be? Ist, a Governor's certificate; 2d, an i: 
election return. The first paper gives the seats to |! 
i: adopted for our government, our acts are recorded 


The documents are in number only two; 


the first classof claimants. The second paper, if 


! ttue, aud properly before us, will give-the seats to ©; 
the second class of claimants. The questicn arises, |; 
have you a right to decide upon the election re- |; 


turns, and upon the Guvernor’s certificate? No 


member denies it, provided they both be properly T 
: letus send for person and papers, and decide finally. 


before us, and the time contemplated by the Con- 


stitution, in the fifth section of the first article, be | 
It is then. incumbent upon me to show |! 


arrived. 
that these two gonditions precedent have been 
complied with--the time: arrived, and the papers 
properly. before you. The papers are, in fact, be- 
But how did they get before us? I an- 
s yer, in the only mode they could properly come 


before us—brought by the gentlemen who contest - 


the. right. to seats as.conferred by the Governor's. 
certificate. The Constitution called. upon you.. to 


decide between. the parties., Is it not the duty of | 


the ‘party -contesting a litle to produce into court 
the muniments npon which he contests and sets up 
his. claim? If you are to judge, you must have, 
the materials fur judgment. Upon what are you. 


| to jadge?, The Consti:ution says the qualifications, 


elections, and. retarns. Is it not.then the duty of 
the parties.evoking justice to produce their qualifi- 
cations and 1etarns? It appears that they have 


done so.. Why, then, are the papers not properly | 


before you, as contended by the Opposition? . Is 
there any prescribed- mode of bringing them up? 
If so, let gentlemen show it.. And if there be not, 


then..they: must show that:in the nature of the |; 


case there,is some defect—the anus. is upon them. 


The fact of the papers being here, and admi:ted by :) 
the gentlemen from New Jersey. to be genuine, : 
-throws the. weight ef. disproving the legal admissi- 


bility upon the other side, Now, if you have not 
these papers legally before you, the illegality must 
arise either from the law. af Parliament, or the 
Constitution, or.the law: of. Congress, Let. gentle- 
men point us.to these laws; and when they do,.I 
will confess the papers are not propetiy before us; 
until then, as there is nothing in the papers. them- 
selves which exclades them, I shall insist that they 
are properly before us. Will it be pretended 
that the mere sending a mandate to bring up a pa- 
per imparts to that paper, when thus brought up, 
a legal significance which it had not'before? And 
if the mode of bringing up the paper does not affect 


- its admissibility, is not the only question to be de- 


termined that of jurisdiction over the paper. when 
before the court?. Bat the Constitution specifies 
the very paper before us. It is, therefore, within 
our jurisdiction, and we must decide. 

~ Gentlemen ‘should remember, when talking 
i House likewise 
has a supreme power over this whole subject, and 


can be circumscribed in the mode of exercising that if 
‘In the absence of | 


power by no laws but her own. a bse 
any such laws regulating the mode of bringing the 
papers, her jurisdiction attaches to ihe papers the 


. very moment they are produced and read; other- 


wise, it would be guilty of theabsurdity of issuing 


process to enforce the production of testimony al- - 
ready in ite possession, The papers, then, being, | | 
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before us, and no law prescribing the mode of prce 
duction, they are legally before us, and we can 
judge of the contents. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Barwarp] says ve cannot piozeed to 
jndgment until we are first sworn; but we cannot 
be sworn until we have a Speaker, and therefore 
we cannol, at this stage of the matter, proceed to 
judgment. The whole of this argument of the 
hororable gentleman was based upon the presump- 
tion that we were about to perform a judicial act, 
l have already shown that we are not calied upon 
to perform a judicial act, and thercfore it is nct re. 
quisite for us to be sworn. Thus, the f undation 
of the argument being removed, the argument falis 
with it. Gentlemen will not pretend that an oath 


Constitution recognises us as a House before the 


shall elect a Speaker. But the Constitut on does 
say that the House may decide this question, and 
it fixes no precise time foritto decide. There- 
fore, it follows that, assoon as we become a 
House, we may decide. Now, we are a H: use 
at this moment; our members are assembled, our 
Chairman presides, rules of the Congress are 


on the jovraal, and our compensation, no doubt, 
will be demanded. This, then, is the proper time 
for decision. Parties and papers are before you, 
and the States whose Representatives you are d.- 
mand of you to decide. Gentlemen, however, say, 


on this great matter. Do gentlemen seriously in- 
tend to suspend the action of Government urtil 
this erntroversy is finally seitied? Do they not 
know that if this whole matter be referred toa 
committee, it will occupy that commiitee for 
weeks and morth:?) Why, sir, in the present state 
of parties, that committee will sit de die in dier, 
and the rest. of us might as well return to our 
homes, or travel through the States. No, sir, ‘et 
us decide upon the evidence before us, not finally, 
but upon the admission cr exclusion of the mem 
bers in the first instance. We have the right, and 
jtis our duty.. I have shown yon that there is 
nothing in the nature of the. work we are about to 
perform, which requires of us an oath—nothing in 
the law of our being which enjoins it; that now is 
the time, and the appropriate time. “It is due to 
cur corstituents, it is due. to the dignity of this, 


- body, it is due to ‘the nation. You ‘are bound to 
exam'ne these returns. 


_ What are these election 
returns? Ties ave records in the office of the £e- 


- cre:ary of State of New Jersey. They are ‘evi 


dence of a higker nature than the mere certificate 
of these zeturns given by fhe Governor. The dif. 
ference.is that between an éxgmplification ‘of a re- 
cord and the’ record ‘itself. il any géntleman 
tell me, if an exemplification of a record, with the’ 
seal, of the. Governor certifying i's, correctness, 
was produced in a court, and, when here; the record 
itself was afterwards produced, and npon compar- 


| ing. them they were found to differ, that the re- 


cord , wonld not prevail over the certificat-? 
And. if it, would.in a court, .of justice, is there 
any .tegsch, why..it showld not. prevail in this 
Hoye? Is there any. difference ‘between. the 
cases? And, if there ba ‘none, do we not fulfil . 
allihe requisitions of sovereignty, of the Con- 
stitution, of justice, when we accord to the Tee 
cord a superior validity to the certificate of that re- 
cord? Let gentlemen meet this argament in the 
spu tot candor, anxious to do right, and fearing 
to do wrong; let principies, and- nct.lemporary ex- 
pedients, prevail. The expediency of the day passes 
with the sun which sinks to rest, but principles are 
eternal, and in their beautiful operation, spon. the, 
systems of Governments shine more and more as 
time rolls.on., And now, may I be pérmitted to 
make an appeal to this House? Who -are we? 
Delegates assembled from every part of this great 
nation. “Delegated for what? To decide first upor 
our organization, but not to remain for weeks de- 
ciding to organize for action; to put forth -that 


‘energy with which we are invested; to extend that 


relief which is imperiously demanded. At what time 
and in what crisis are we called upon to adminis- 
ter the Government of this great Republic, this vast 
empire, extending over eo many lands, embracing 50 
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many people, and circumscribing so many and con- 
flicting nteress? At a time and under circum- 
stances Which demand all our resources to be 
broaght isto actiott, al! our wisdom to be put in re- 
quisition, all our firmness to Le displayed, and all 
our virtues to be exercised. The cities are dis- 
treseed; the coun'ry habitations are no longer the 
residence of tranquillity; commerce is paralyzed; 
eredit it is ruined; and your finances are disor 


è 


dered. Around you and within you there is dan- . 
ger, distress, bankruptcy; in your land there is . 


war; on your borders there are rumors of war. 
the East there are portentoas signs; the line is but 


barely marked across which the border hordes are . 


ready to mingle in conflict. One error, one false 


step, a breath, a stir, may precipitate this country |: 
In the South, those ii 


into the dark gulf beneath. 
citizens who are peculiarly under you care—the 
inhabitants of your territory—are at this mo- 
ment writhing beneath the merciless inflic- 
tions of savage barbarity, and loudly crying 
xato you to extend your arms and resene 
them from death. In the West—the far West is 
not free from apprehension. You have driven the In- 
dan tribes from the valley of the Mississippi to 
the base of the Rocky mountains. But did you 
first infase into their bosoms the charity of the 
Gospel—good will towards men? Did you send 
them forth with hearts attuned to the melody of 
the angles’ song, “ Peace on earth?” Oh no! You 
acquired their lands by treaties which they never 
signed; by seals which they never made. You 
drove them from the homes of their fathers, from 
the graves of their warriors; aad think you that 
saffering humanity will not vindicate its rights ? 
Think you that that vengeance which is the In- 
dian’s virtue will not rouse up the several tribes, 
aad bid them send forth the battle cry of their na- 
tion over thivast prairies and rock delis of the re- 
motest States? The signs are much to be mistaken 
if they are not already concerting the scheme of a 
general and connected, a leagued and covenanted 
opposition to you and your institutions. They 
have Jearnt their strength in alliance; they are 
merging the hatred of each tribe in one uncompro- 
mising hos'itity to the whites; and unless you pre- 
pare quickly—unless you make appropriations to 
sustain the system you have formed for iheir go» 
vernment, the fiaitful, the glorious West may be- 
come the field of slaughter for your citizens, and 
the encamped plains of a barbarous and triumphant 
foe. With such numerous, such accumulating, 
such fearfal difficulties surrounding us, shall we 
stand lingering here, mocking the Lopes of an ex- 
pecting, a confiding people? In the name of hu- 
manity, in the name of justice, in the name of that 
God who wheels his throne upon the rolling 
spheres as He s over the nations to call them 
toaccount, and their rulers to judgment, | invoke 
Jou to press forward to the decision of this case, 
tothe assertion of your prerogatives, to the orga- 
nization of your body, to the doing of the people’s 
Work, to the advancement of righteousness and the 
tlory of the nation. 
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KEPORT FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 
ON THE FINANCES. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Decemter 3, 1839. 
The undersigned respectfully submits to Con- 
gress the folluwing report on the finances, in obe 
dience to the “Act supplementary to the act to 
` t ablish the Treasury De partment.” 
It is gratifying to be able to state, notwithstand- 
ing the embarrassments of the present year, that 
he revenues of the General Government have been 
Mecreased, the expend tures diminished, and most 
cf the Treasary notes redeemed. 
Revenue and means rA bahar exclusive of trusts and 
the Post Office. 
The balance in the Teste on the Ist cf January, 
1839, which could be considered availatle for 
general purposes, was e 


The receipts from customs, the first three quai ters 
as appearing on the Reg'ster’s books, a : 
$16,328,393 50 


2 


Jn: 


“= $2466,961 95 


| 
| 


| 


pal z s = 
: From the third issue of Treasury 


Report of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


Tais includes about two millions 
and thiee-fomths collected last 
jear in Tre-sury notes, but not 
catried cn his books till 1839. 
From this cause the ac'ua! receipts 
in this year will, to that extent, ap- 
poar larger than they ought. 

eceipts from lands the fi:st three 

quarters, including also some 
collec ed last year in Treasury 
notes - - - - 
Miscellaneous receipts - - 
Estimated receip's for the fourth 
quarter from all those sources - 
Receip's on some of the detts 

against banks not available on- 4 

lst January, 1839, but since 
i - 1,322,686 60 


5,417,286 31 
` 125,208 78 


5,700,000 00 


notes under the act of March 2, 
1839 - - . - 3,857,276 21 
= $37,217,812 75 


—_—— 


Aggregate means - 
Expenditures for 1839, exclusive of the Post Office and 
trusts. 


Civil, foreign, and m’‘sce!laneous, 
for the first three quarters - $3,649,508 23 
Military, for the first three quar- , 
ters - - - - 10 791,799 21 
Naval, for the first three quarters 4,713,701 57 
Estimate for all, during the fourth. 


uarter - - 5,600,000 00 
Funded debt for year -~ - 14,658 98 


2 i 24,769,667 99 
Redemption of Treasury notes in 
the first three quarters, interest 
as well as principal - a 
This includes two millions and 
three-fourths paid in for duties and 
lands last year, but not carried on 
the Reg’ster’s books till 1839. 
From ths cause the expenditures 
on that account will appear larger 
by that amount than they actually 
have been with n those quarters. 
Estimated amount of notes re- 
deemed in the fourth quarter - 


9,891,759 83 


1,000,000 00 

Aggtegate payments  - 35,661,427 82 

Leaving an available balance of — 
money in the Treasury on the 
31st of December, 1839, of - 


1,556,384 93 


Seed 


437 217,812 75 


The funds computed to be not available, nor 
app'icable to public purposes, at the commence- 
ment and atthe close of the present year, can be 
seen in the table before mentioned. 


Public debt and Treasury notes. 


The condition of the small remains of the i 


fun‘ei debt has not materially altered since the 
last annual report. A statement of it, with the 
several paymenis made withn the year, is here- 
with exhibited. R 
Though incommoded by repeated pressures in 
the n oney market and suspensions of specie pay- 
ment by. the banks, within the lest three years, the 
interest and all the principal due on that debt, as well 
as on Treasury notes, have been punctually paid 
in spec e whenever des'red. 
Not more than one fourth 
first and second em’ss'ons, and two miil‘ons and a 


half of the th-rd, will probably remain outstanding 


st the close of the year. The former emissions 
have been for some months redeemable, tut the 
last one does not begin to be tll March, 1840, ex- 
cept as previously offered in payment of public dees 
The aggregate of two millions and three-fourths of 
principal is there‘ore all that it is computed w ll be 
unpaid of nearly twenty mill ons, wh'ch-were issued 


since October, 1837, in consequence of indulgences - 
granted to the merchants on their bonds, and the. 
banks on their deposite debts. At n> one time bas. 


the amount of notes outstanding been allowed to 


exceed ten millions, and the present very reduced 


of a m llion of the | 
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aggregate, unredeemed, is less than the sums sult 
owing from the banks that suspended specie pay- 
ments in 1837, and from the Pennsylvania Bank of 
the United States on its bond due in September 
next;and might with ease have been paid during 


the present year, had the money been received on 
those claims, 


a ws and Imports within the commercial year 1839. 
he exports during the year ending Septamber 
30, 1839, are computed to have been $118,329,004. 
This is $9,872,368 more than those in the year 1838. 

Of the whole exports only $17,408,000 were of 
foreign origin, and of the excess in exporis over 
ia only about five millions were domestic pro- 

uce. . , 

The imports during the same year were about 
$157,609 560, being the very large excess of 

43,892,356 over those duriag the previous year. 

his may be a solution of a portion of the pressure 
in the money market. The difference tetween the 
imports and exports, being $39,250,556 in favor of. 
the former, is larger than in any year, except three, 
since 1789, and is much larger than any difference 
in the valuation of the same articles with the pre- 
fits in the foreign trade added. It must, therefore, 
except so far as reduced by an unusual quantity of 
goods consigned here from abroad, and yet in store 
unsold, be a very decisive evidence of an increased 
indebtedness by this country to other nations. And 
except so far as this new indebtedness may consist 
of stocks sold and the proceeds returned here in 
merehandise, it must furnish another proof of one 
immediate cause of the present pecuniary pressure. 

The history of our commerce during ths twenty 
years from 1818 to 1838, presents a singular 
change in the last half of that period, which. tends 
strongly to illustrate the correctness of these sug- 
gestions. During the first half cf it the excess of 
imports over exports was only about seventy-five 
millions of dollars, or in the proportion of near se- 
ven millions and a half annually on an average. 

But during the last ten years of it the excess was 
neat two hundred and twelve millions, or over 
twenty millions annually; and thus more than two 
hundred and fifty per cent. greater than it had been. 
Suppusing that the seven and a half millions were 
composed principally of the fair profits and diffe- 
rence in valuation, the excess over that rate in ihe 
last ten years must constitute a debt, either mer- 
cantile, State, or corporate. It equals near one 
hundred and thirty-seven millions before 1939. 
The debt thus computed to have been created 
abroad, by stocks and otherwise, within that pe- 
riod, will, with the amount ef previous indebted- 
ness, form an aggregate quite as large.as has been 
estimated by many from other data. 

Further particulars, possessing a general interest 
and relating to this subject during the last six , 
years, are exhibited in the statement acnexed. 
Additional infurmation of some importance cor- 
cerning our exports and imports, from the com- 
mencement of the Government to 1838, inclusive, 
has been prepared, and is subjoined in other tables. 
These tables are. intended to be in a form ecnve- 
nient for a reference, and are calculated, by easy . 
as well as extensive comparisons, to threw new , 
light on several subjects of commerce and other 
branches of industry convected with the finances. 
They exhibit not only the whole exports and imports 
in each year, but the consumption of the latter, and 
the changes in the whole aggregate value of each 
principal article, whether exported or impor.ed, and 
the progress of our foreign trade to and from each 
State separately, as far back as is practicable, and 
to and from each country of much commercial 
importance abroad. A few of the most striking 
regulis are condensed in a note. s; 
Enimale of the Receipts and Expenditures for 1840. . 

For reasons hereafter to te explained, the re- 
ceipts into the Treasury, the ensuing year, cannot 
be estimated so high asin 1839. 

From. the best information possessed by this de- 
partment, it is,computed that the ageregaie of 
them, available for publie purposes, will not ex- 
cot 48,5, 00, væ fom” gu conto 

co 4 - . = 3,500,000 
= ec 
Add te these the balanse available 
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and applicable to other purposes, 
which it is supposed will be in the 
Treasury on the first of January, 
1840 - - - 


The efficient means in that year will 
then amount, in the aggregate, to 20, 
If Congress should make appropria- 
tions to the extent desired by the 
different departments, the expendi- 
tures for 840, independent of the 
redemption of Treasury notes, are 
eStimated at 
Including all the Treasury notes to be 
redeemed, the aggregate expenditure À 
would be about - - 22,750,000 
This would leave a deficit in the 
Treasury at the close of the year, | 
amounting to 
But there will be due from the United © 
States Bank, iu September next, on 
its fourth bond, about 
The principal now ‘due on the Trea- 
surer’s deposites in other banks, 
which suspended specie payments 
in 1837, is - 
Should all these claims be collected 
in 1840, they would prevent a defi- 
ciency, and leave an available ba- i 
lance in the Treasury of nearly - 1,082,865 


It is not, however, considered prudent to rely 
exclusively on the collection of these debts. ' 
One mode, then, of obviating any diffichlty 
from that cireamstance, will be to reduce the ag- 
gregate of new appropriations, by postponing some 


156,385 


20,000,000 


- 


2,526,576 


and fessering others, so that the means probably | 


available will be sufficient to meet all calls upon 
the Treasury, and leave in it an average balance of 
about two millions. 

It is believed, for reasons enumerated hereafter, 


that sach a reduction is possible without essential | 


injury to any useful object, and that this balance is 


the smallest, which is adequate to secure prompti- | 


tude and good faith in public payments, so heavy 


in amount as ours, so unexpected at times ia the | 
demands for them, and so dispersed over a wide | 
If the appropriations are not thus re- : 
duced, it will be wise to provide seasonably io | 


territory. 


some other way for the amounts of the contingent 
deficiency, and of such a balance. 
According to the opinions of the different de- 


partments, as tothe sums of money proper for 


each, and which constitute the basis of the esti- 


mates submitted to Congress, the new appropria- |; yas ’ zi 
tions required for the next year will equal the ` draw backs, #2 Well ss e rond impa oa 


sum of 


Viz: 
Civil foreign intereourse and 
micellaneous $4,981,344 19 
Military services, 
‘pensions, &c. 8,213,610 74 
Naval service, 5,085,645 62 


$12,280,600 55 


Besides these, the permanent appropriations, 
which, by existing laws and the modification 
of them recommended, first become chargeab!e on 
the Treasury in 1840, amount to $1,586,000. 
They are, in the War Department, $1,236,000; 


in the Navy, $340,000; and public debt, $10,000. | 
The principal on Treasury notes falling due will | 


be about $2,750,000 more. The appropriations 
already made and chargeable, which will remain 
uneal!ed for at the end of the present year, are esti- 


mated, by the different departments, at the further 
sum of $11,827,371, though that is considered | 


by the undersgned as likely to te about two mil- 
lions too small. 


It is proposed 


the objects contemplated by them. 


to apply $3,014,711 to the service of the ensuing | 
year without re-appropriation, and the res due of ; 
ab ut $541,866, not being required in otder to ac- : 


comp'ish these objects, will go to the surplus fund. 


Ix therefore follows, if alt the new. appropriations : 
called for are made, that the whole’ charge upon |. 
the Treasury in 1840, exciusive of the Treasury ` 


notes outstanding, will-amiount at least to 


431,152,106, of which, as préviously observed, it, | 


1,556,385 ` 


2,593,615 | 
| Constitutional principles, it must be manifest, that. 
; if the proceeds of the lands should be given away į; 
|| when nieded to discharge appropriations, th2 Jefi-- 
‘| ciency must be made up by the unpleasant alternas, 
ii tive of a resort to loans or increased ‘taxation. 


1,149,904 ` 


Of these they compute thet nearly | 
$8,270,793 will be required, in order t? accomplish - 


i 
} 


mtt O 


{ 


| 
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is computed that $20,000,000 will be expended 
wiih n that year for crdinary purposes, or two mil- 


lions and three-fourths more, including the re-. 


. Qemption of Treasury notes. Frown these state- 


ments, it must be perceived that cùr condition tn 


relation to the deposite of another ins'almest of | 


public money with the States remaics much the 
same as at the close of the year 1838. Conse- 
quently, the views then expressed by the depart- 


| ment have continued to govern its course. 


This state of the finances renders it also unneces- || 


sary to submit any remarks upon the impolicy of 
providiag for the additional deposiie or dis'ribu- 
tion of surpluses not likely to occur, or for any do- 
nation of the proceeds of the publis lands, while 
they are all needed to defray the ordinary 
penses of the General Government. 

Besides the further objection to some cf these 
measures, arising from their apparent conflict with 


Explanations concerning the estimates of receipts. _ 
The estimates of receipts from duties and lands 
during the next year have been made~ lower than 


. for 1839, for the following reasons: 


A further reduction of certain duties, amounting’ | 


, to nearly $800,000, will take place after the clcse 


i 
\ 
i 
t 


| tion. 


of the present year. It likewise happens that, sub- 
sequent to a large importation. and a-fall of prices- 


ex- | 
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in the articles exported, as in 1839, the amount of © 


imports often declines for one or two years. 
1825, it declined uninterruptedly for six years. 

The contractions and expansions of our paper 
currency have at times proved another striking in- 
dicaticn of the reduction and increase in. importa- 
tions. Without dwelling here on the intimate con- 
nection between them as cause and effect, by means 
of the foreign exchanges, and the necessity, after 
overtrading and overissues by the banks,, of draw- 
ing on them and adjusting large balances.in specie, 
it may be observed that a diminution in the circu-. 
lation of paper has been going on for several 
months. 
already commenced, and is confidently expected, to 
continue for some time. 


The country is also supposed to be supplie} with 


foreign merchandise in greater abundance than it 
wasa year ago. This will lead not only to a re- 
duced demand for the importation of more goods, 


but to a grester export of what is already here, to- 


other und better markets, and thus, by increased 


rially lessen the net receipts from customs. 


After | 


Herce a diminution in the imports has- 
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Should the States not specdily suspend more of 
their undertakings, which are unproductive, but, 
by new loans or otherwise, find means to em- 
ploy armies of laborers in consuming rather than 
raising crops, and should prices thus continue in 
many cases to be unnaturally inflated, as they have 
been of late years in the face of a contracting cur- 
rency, the effect of it on our finances will be still 
more to lessen exports, and consequently the pros- 
perity and revenue on our foreign trade. h will 
also impede the sale of the public lands, by divert- 
ng laber from the soil to works which, for some 
time, must be wholly without profit. Circum- 
stances like those, with the scarcity of money and 
high rate of interest abroad produced by them and 
other occurrences, not necessary to be now repeat- 
ed, have already diminished the income in the pre- 
sent year below what it otherwise would have been, 


1} and will probably manifest their power much more 
: in the year to come. 


The estimates for revenue from lands have been 


. reduced the most in proportion, because, besides 


the diminution of sales, which will probably be 


| caused by the present and prospective scarcity of 
| money and fall of the prices of produce, theamount 


received from them during the present year has, as) 
was antictpated by the department, been much in- 
creased by the temporary power of the late pre- 
emption law. 

The unusual quantity of land newly advertised 
during the year 1839, and the consequent large re- 
ceipts connected with that cause and the pre-emp- 
tions, are circumstances not likely to recur in 1840. 
It is believed, therefore, that the low estimates sub- 


i: mitted as to lands will prove sufficiently high, un- 


The price of some of our principal articles of. 


: exports being lower, the same quantity will like- 
| wise furnish less ability to make purchases abroad, 


and, where the quantity is larger, the commercial 
embarrassments both there and here will tend to 
prevent buying, on either side of the Atlantic, 
much beyond what is needed for early consump- 
The greatly inereased liabilities on the part 
of many corporations, and Sta‘es, for the payments 
of intere:t and dividends on their stocks owned by 
foreigners, will still more sensibly affect the reve- 
nue. Those payments must require millions of 
exports either in produce or specie, which will lead 
to no returns in additional imports. It is believed 
that within a few years past an annual tax or drain 
on this country bas thus been created, equal to 
twelve or thirteen millions of dollars. 

This is a new and important element, besides 
overbanking and overirading, to disturb the indus- 
tty, the commerce and finances of the Union. Its. 
rapid growth has been accelera‘cd by the distribu- 
tion of the surplus in deposie among the States, 
tempting them in several instances to new and un- 
profitable enterprises, and stimulating delusive 
hopes of still further distributions. Its influence 
for-evil-has been aggravated by a few other causes, 
some of them temporary in duration and limited in 
extent, but others diffused in a degree over con- 
siderable portions of the civilized world, and pre- 
senting some singular anomalies in credit, currency 
and trade. But without enlarging on the conside- 
ration of them here, the following conclusions may 
be regarded as inevitable. 


+ Jess a graduation bill should pass. 


The effect of 
such a bill, judging from reason and from analogy. 
to the graduated prices, under which lands are àow 
selling, on account of the Chickasaw Indians, at: 
Pontitoc, much more freely than elsewhere within 
the same State, would be to add considerably to 
the revenue for a few years. 

Explanations of the estimates as to expenditures and of 

: ` ` gome further reductions in them. 

The estimates of expenditure for ordinary pur- 
poses in’ 1840 are in the aggreate about five mil- 
lions less than what it is computed will be spent in 
1839. This great redaction has been proposed, al- 
though the expenses of 1839 will be quite six mil- 
lions less than those of 1838, and those of 1838 
were somewhat less then the expenses of the pre- 


-Vious year. 


The various. items of new appropriations asked 
for are, as usual, in the amounts requested by the 
different departments having charge of the different 
subjects. If any omissicns or miscalcolations oc- 


cur in them, they must, therefore, happen from in- 
-advertence by. those officers : best acquainted with 


| 
1 
strong doubts exist, if it be not more than 


-a 


the business within their own peculiar province. 


Bot,. in the present condition of the country and 
the finances, it is not expected that much necessity 
will arise, either in the opinion of thos: depart: , 
ments or of Congress, to make important additions to 
the sums now requested. On the contrary, it is con-, 
fidently hoped that some reductions from them can 
be effected without material injury to any great na- 
tional interests. a gare: 

It is difficult in a young, growing, and enter- 
prising community, to restrict public expenditures 
within reasonable limits. Certain exigencies also 
occasionally occur requiring extraordinary sacri- 
fises. When patriotism and honor demand large 
pecuniary contributions, the latter are richly re- 
paid by their tendency to impart vigor and se- 
curity to the former. But, an expenditure of 
twenly millions of ordinary purposes, though 
much. reduced from the aggregate during 
a few years past, is believed by the under- 
signed to be more, instead of Jess, than sound po- 
licy justifies, while the present unusual embarrass- . 
Indeed, 
the real 
necessities of the General Government usually re-, 
quire. The reasons for this conclusion are biefly 
these: It is true that such an expenditure, equalling 
only a dollar and a fourth per head of our popula- | 
tion, is not a very large one to sustain a Confede-_ 
extended duties as this. 
which are the 


ment in moneyed affairs shall continue 


racy with such widely 
reduced to the amount of imposts, 
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whole real burden, and if compared with the taxes 
elsewhe:e, equalling sometimes fifteen dollars per 
h ad, under po itical institutions of diffe- ent forms 


aed less frugality, the p.essure from that source | 


here would seem to be remarkably light. 
But it should be remembered th:t the pecple of 


amount of other public expenses imposed upon’ 
them by State authorities, and, at the same time, 
that the r forms of government, among various ex- 
cellencies, have b.eo preierred particularly for iheir 
economy. Hence the true ques ioa wih them, in 
Tespect to expend.tures, is, not how la ge bardens 
can be borne, but how much can be dispensed 
with. It is not what is splendid, but what is useful 
and necessary—not how much can be coll: cted 
from the n w.thout suffering, but how much can 


be left with the-n, both of mney and power, and `: 


insure all the benefits of the social system. 
As the interests and wishes of the people formed 
the Goverament, they -hould control it. 
Considering these circumstances, and the severe 
Smplicity and frugality befitting a republic, what 
amount cf public expenses is neces-ary ? 


Report of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


_ But such general consicerations, though benefi- 
cia! in comparat- ve examinations, are usually bet- 
ter tests o! the ability to pay than of the propriety 
of the expenses themselves. A serut ny into the 
principal items of the latter, and ther amounts at 


t e ` ths time, compared with those from forty to fifty 
the United Siates are obl'ged to defray a large `i 


years ago, will aid much, in connect on with the 
cons deratons tefore ment oned, in forming a 
more accur.te judgment on the propr‘ety and ne- 
ce sty of mo.tof the present expenditures It 


: will show what branches have since sprung into 


beng, and what, from their character, shou:d or | 


shouid not be longer continue 1. 
Some suggestions were subm‘tted on th’s sut- 
ject in the last annual report, and its import nee 


*. must te the excuse for adding more on this occa- 


In 1831, it was calculated that the ordinary ex- l 


penses of the General Government need not exceed 
fitteen millions of do lars. The undersigned ex- 
pressed an opinion four or five years afterwards, 
that six een or seventeen millions would then be 
suffic eat; and he still believes that, noiwi hstanding 
the continued increase of our population aod 
wealth, they might, with prudence, be limited to 
eighteen millions in 1840, and, perhaps, after the 
expirat.on of most of the present pens‘ons, and the 
removal of the rest of the Indians, be for some 
time diminished s ill lower. 

Ind:ed, in poiat of fact, so recently as 1834 and 


1835, the whole yearly expenses were only seven- ` 


teen and eighteen millions, independent of the pub- 
lic debt. Though the amount has sinee been in- 


creased by wars, pen-ions, Ind-an rmovals, and ' 
o her peculiar causes, deeme at the time, in most ' 


cases, sufficient to justify the appropriations by 
lage, and often unanimo-s votes in Congress, yet 


a reduction has been going on daring 1838 and ` 


1839, and all the ordinary expenditures would not 
in the pre:ent year, but for the pension list and In- 


The expen ‘itures nominally connecte! w th 


Those 


son. 
foreign intercourse have increasel least. 


ii connected with the Wer Department have jin- 


creased most. The civil and misce‘laneous charges 
cont nue comparatively moderate. But several of 


our heaviest burdens, such as the navy, the pen- . 
sons, Indian disbursements, and a class consisting | 
of light-houses, fort.ficat‘ons, roads, and improve- , 


_ ments in harbors and rivers, have augmented very 


dian disbursements, exceed the smallest sum last °° 
mentioned. The whole increase, however, has not |: 


been confined to these two items, nor could the 
whole reduction safely be, which, in the opinion of 


the uadersig.ed, sound economy appears to re- ' 


quire, 


„In the inquiry as to the amount of expenditure ! 
which shou'd be considered necessary, light may | 


sometimes b? obtained by ajverting to the in- ` 


crease of population and wealth. Looking to 
those, if the expenditure, independent of the public 
debt, wae reasonab e in magnitude curing the first 


tight years of our pres:nt Government, the sum of | 


seventeen or cig..teen millions annually would not 
how be grea.!y disproport onate, nor probably 
be found e.ther much deficient or very unneces- 
sary. It would be nearly five times the average 
amount about half a century ago, while our popula- 
hon, since that time, has undoubtedly increased 
more than four fold, and our wealth and resources 
have probably increased in a ratio sti!l larger. The 
last remark, however, is a ma ter of inference from 
Various data, more or leys accurate in themselves; 
such as the average importations, which have only 
doubled in the last forty or fifty years; the fore gn 
tonnage, which has increased but in a like rat o; 
the exports of domestic produce, which have 
quadrupled since 1792; and the whole tonnage, in- 
cluding domestic as well as foreign, which has 
also quadrupled, and become more thin pro or- 
tionally efficient by introducing into it over eight 
hundred steam vessels. j 

Other data, less accurate, but not less sure indi- 
cat‘ons of a still larger ineresse in wealth, are to 
be found in the vast extension of agriculture, 
manufactures, the mechanic arts, and var.ous use- 
fal applications of steam, ss well as in opening. 
Toads and canals, building up floor sh ng eter. 
enlarging our territozy, diffus'ng practical educa- 
ton, and multiplying, by ways too numerous for 
repetition, the comforts, advantages, and powers of 
à great and prosperous people, ©” 


largely since the first eight years of the Govern- 
menment. Eome of them have increased more 
than fifty fold. 

On a careful exam'nation it will be seen that 
various vindications, more or less plausible, have 
been made for these addıtiens at different per`ods; 
but they cannot te now applicable for the continu- 


' ance of them all. 


Thus, the enlargement of our naval expences 
from Jess than half a million yearly before 1795, 
to more than six millions now, was in some- degree 
just-fied, from time to time, as an efficient aid te 
foreign intercourse w.th semi-barbarous people, 
and for the protect’on of our commerce and cti- 
zene against injustice or rapine whether in remotest 
Asa, or nearer quarters of the globe. Thein- 


: crease of pens‘ons from only forty or fifty thou- 
: sand dollars yearly at first, and only eighty thou- 
’ sand as late as 1811, to nearly four millions now, 
| was ce’ended on various grounds. 
| eases it was considered Je-s asa lite:al charity 


But in most 


than asa payment of the Revolut‘onary debt toa 
patr ot'c soldiery, who advanced arduous services 


in the field rather than money, and endared suffer. | 


: ings in the the establishment of our liberties, whicha 


grateful poster.ty should endeavor to r :monerate. 
The Indian expend tures, enlarzed from a few thou- 
sands to thre or four millions of do'lars, have 
been regarded as the most efficacious means of 


improving permanently the condition of the abori- | 
gines, as wisely extendirg the boundaries of civili- | 


zation over the new States, and, in a fiscal view, 
as profitable advances of money, soon to be fully 


repaid by the sales cf lands, to which the Indian | 
title has thus been amicably extinguished. The | 


other group of items, for forts, light-houses, roads, 


harbors, and rivers, some entirely new, and the ; 
whole augmented from fifty thousand dollars to | 


three and four millions, have, on several occasions, 
and to a proper extent, been considered as pru- 
dent precautions for national defence and useful 
aids to the extension and security of commerce. 
Some expenses of smaller magnitude may have 
swollen quite as fast as these; others with less 
rapidity; and others still have been wholly created 
since 1797. Part of them have appercaily be- 
come a permanent charge on the Treasury, and 
part undoubtedly may be, as others have been, 
properly disc ntinued. But, without time now to 
go into the consideration of detailsas to any except 
those four enumerated classes, it may be added 


that these are, when united, nearly quadrupie all | 
the other ordinary expenditures; and either of those | 
four classes alone amounts yearly to a sum abont | 
cqual to all the other ordinary expenditures, and ' 
` more than the whole of every kind except the | 


public debt, esch year, from 1789 to 1797, 

The precise periods when the greatest increases: 
happened, and the ra‘io of them, have not kept an- 
uniform pace with the progress of populatice and 
wealth. In many respects the ratie -has ‘not: been- 
nearly so- great during the lest ten ox: twenty years 
as in some- previous terms- Fhus,-the whole ex-. 
penses of the-Government-iq 2793, with: the exeep- 
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tion before mentioned, were about three millions 
yearly; and in 1818, after the lapse of a quarter of 
a century, had increased, though in a period of 
peace, to fifteen millions of dollars, or five fold, 
while our population in that people had only dou- 
bled. But, during the next sixteen or seventeen 
years, as in 1834 and 1835, the expenses had en- 


: larged not twen y-five per cent. while our popula- 


tion had advanced at least sixty-six per cent. 
During the present year, though in intermediate 
periods, chiefly from Indian wars and removais, 
considerably higher, they will not exceed the 
amount of 1818 more than sixty-six per cent. 
while our population has since increased more 
than eighty-four per cent. Again, take the pro- 
gress in the ordinary civil expenses, which inclade 
those of the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial 
departments, miscellaneous and foreign inter- 


: course; all of them uniied were but a little over 
. halfa million of dollars in 1793; while in 1818, 
. they had increased to nearly four mill:ons, or eight 


hundred per cent. though cur population had aug- 
mented only one hundred per cent. 

But since the last date, that class of expendi- 
tures has not enlarged forty per cent. having been 
not over five millions and a half in either 1837, 


"i 34838, or probably 1839, while our population has 


‘| newal soon, if ever. 
. donations and grants: durable public buildings of 
| all kinds, dry-docks, improvements at navy yards, 


r 
i 


i 
i 
i 


| 


| by war, but whose whole 


advanced eighty four per cent. or more than dou- 
le that rate. All can thus perceive where, when, 
and and in what, the greatest increases have oc- 
curred—the principal reasons, whether sufficient or 
otnerwise, assigned for several of them, and the 
ample opportunity which still exists for further re- 
trenchments, so far as the public interests are 
supposed by Congress to require them, in any or 
all of these large burdens on the public Treasury. 
As some encouragement to hope for a continued 


! reduction in several of them, without injury to 
| any of the important establishments of the country, 


it may be observed that portions of these items of 
expense, and several smaller ones, must cease 
for ever with the temporary occasion for them, and 
others will not, when oace completed, require re- 
Such are numerous special 


forts, arsenals and arms, roads and harbors con- 
s'ructed, obstructions in rivers removed, the manu- 
facture of weights and measures, the survey of the 
coat, much cf the removal ot the Indians, the ex- 
tinguisbm-nt of Indian titles, and most of the ex- 
isting pensions. But unpleasant ss is the task of 
reduction, it may also become necessary to go far- 
ther, and diminish on a general pro rata scale or 
otherwise, the compensation to all officers, civil and 
military, executive, judicial and Iegis'ative. It is. 
surely much better to do this, so far as the public 
exigencies may require and justice sanction, than 
to expose the Treasury to bankruptcy, by continu- 
ing to make appropriations beyond the ceriain 
means provided ior the payment of them, or to re: 
sort, in a period of peace, to the spendthrift and 
suicidal policy of effecting permanent loans to-de- 
fray ordinary expenditures. Peace is the time to: 
pay rather than incur debts, abd it would be wiser 
for any nation even to hoard during peace than to 
borrow Ja gely, and thus encumber still more those- 
energies and resources which are naturally crippled 
vigor is so conducive to 
its success. Pi ES 
The preceding remarks are applicable to ordi- 
nary. expenditures.. But for extraordinary ones, 
such as, within a few years past, the expensive re- 
moval of the Creeks and Cherokees, the Black’ 
Hawk. and Florida wars, while equal caution may 
well be exercised in deciding on their necessity, 
yet, when once that is admitted, less objection ex- 
ists to temporary measures:for relief, like Treasury: 
Notes: or- short: loans, pravided. a permanent in- 
crease of taxation is not likely to te required in the 
end. re $ i tl a e $ 
In voting for extraordinary charges, as“ well as 
in sanctioning, fom sympathy or justice, Neue 
pected appropriations towards latge private c al 


interesting local objects, it often happens that - 
saat a raii sre a on the Treasury for 
perposes ‘not contemplated it the ordinary estie 


en he obvious propriety of generally making 
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atthe same time some new provision of means 
adequate to the discharge of such additional bur- 
dens, issometimes unfortunately overiouke1. But, 
when acting on these or other cases, if Congress 
cavnot, consistently with its views of duty to the 
country, adopt the course sugzesied, and restrict 
the amount of appropriations, whether e:dinary or 
extraordinary, to the certain current revenue, the 
only remaining eourses which seem de‘ensible are 
these: either to provide for recalling portions of the 
public money now deposited with the States, or 
establish an adequate sys'em of direct taxation, or 
at once resort to the c n'ingent power contein- 
plated in the existing laws concerning the tariff 
when changes become necessary for purposes of 
revenue, and res.ore the duty on several articles of 
luxury now free. 


On some permanent safeguard under fluctuations in 
receipis and expenditures. 

Much has at times been wisely done by Coneress 
to’supply means for meeting unexpected deficien- 
cies. But all legal provisions heretofore adopted 
for that purpose having expired, our financial ope- 
rations will be constantly exposed to danger, un- 
le:s some permanent safeguard under contingencies 
is established. 

These circumstances must constitute an apology 
for once more explaining some of the grounds ia 
favor of sach a measure, and earnestly asking 
speedy legislatioa concerning it. 

The principal sources of our present revenne are 
sensibly affected by fluctuations nct only in com- 
mercial prosperity, but in the crops, the banking 
policy, and credit systems of even foreign natiors. 
‘the influence of these causes seems to become 
year y more changeable and more uncertain in ils 
exte:t. 

Namerous illustrations in support of these views 
have been referred to in former reports. Some of 
then show a sudden and great falling off in the 
T. galar receipts, though during peace, as the daties 
in 1816, from nine millions in one quarter, to only 
three in the next; and as the sales of public lands, 
from twenty-four millions in 1836, or an amount 
over half of all received in the previous forty 
years, to less than three millions in 1838. But the 
reiurns fiom the districts in some States during the 
last two years present additional facts equally 
striking on this subject. 

In Michigan, for instance, the sales of public 
Jands in 1836 exceeded five millions of dollars. 
They fell in 1828 to only $154,284; and in Missis- 
sippi, where, in 1835 and 1836. they exceeded 
three millions each year, they fell in 1838 to only 
$96,636. As before intimated, a portion of such 
ext-aordinary fluctuations results from the vacillat- 
i g character of the sources from which ovr reve- 
nue is derived. But most of them are evils in-e- 
parable from.the per:cd'cal contractions and ex- 
ya sions iccident to the pre-ent defective syst m of 
banking, ın a country so full of enterprise as ours, 
with suca freedom in pursuits, such facilities of in- 
tercoarse, and such stiong temptations to rath spe- 
culation. : 

The fluctuations, however, are not confined to 
the receipts. The expenditures, which may be 


sanctioned by Congress annually, are very uncer- 


tain in their amount, as well as doubtful in the pro- 
portion of them, which will be called for within the 
year, or in any particular portion of it. i 

All these, and similar considerations in favor of 


some permanent provision on this subject, apply 


with still greater force than they have heretofore. 
The available balance in the Treasury to facilitate 
its operations, is much smaller than has formerly 
been usual. The receipts on the debts still due 
from banks, after two previous disappointments as 
to some of them, must be regarded with“ increased 
doubt, and if they should be paid within the coming’ 
year, the out-tanding Treasury notes. become re- 
deemable in the first half of it, and must be dis- 
charged some months before the bond of the United 
States Bank falis due in September. ; 
The introduction of steam in voyages across the. 
Atlantic, besides the great revolution it must pro- 
dace in other respects, will so expedite orders and 
imports, as to produce a. sensibie departure from 
the former more uniform periods of laying in stocks: 
of certain kinds.of merchandise in. advance, snd 


must thus add to the irregularity in our receipts 
from imports, as wel! as to the uncertainty in pre- 
vious'y estimating their amount. 

The practice of incurring expenses in certain 
cases, sometimes legislative, and sometimes mili- 


tary, or of a different character, in anticipa ion of | 


appropriations, and occasioned by unexpected ne- 
cessities or unusual delays, seems to te increasing. 
It augments the risk of a temporary defic.eacy, 
because large sams thus become payable in a 
mass, and forthwith from the Treasury, when 


most of the members of Congres, at the time of | 


making the appropriations, exp:ct that the burdea 
will be spread somewhat equally over the who'e of 
the ensuing year. 

Why, then, should not a con tint safeguard, or 
some permanent remedy under such irregularities, 
be provided? The om’ssion to do this can hardly 
be considered the true check on extravagant expen- 
divure, as that check would seem to cons Ss! rather 
in a forbearance to make unnecessary approp!i- 
at ons, than ina refusal to provide amp'e means 
for paying with promptitude, under aii probable 


contingeuc es, what has already been appropriated, || large, or we 


and has thus received the deliberate sanction of 
Congre:s. The national pride, no less than is ho- 
nor and credit, appears to be concerned, in adopt- 


ing some mea-ure on this subject, siab‘e, efficient, | 


creditab’e to free institutions, and possessing a pa- 
ramount influence to preserve unspotted the public 
faith. i 

The Sta'es now possess, sepatat: ly, qu te as deep 
an interest in such an arrangement as the General 
Government, since a b'ow on the credit of the lat- 


ter would, like an electric shock, be felt through the | 


whole of them, and inevitably depreciate still more 
their immense amounts of stocks. 

It is hoped that an cctual failure to fun sh 
means to make prompt payment, under all contin- 
gencies, and thus producing the very violation of 
good faita so much to be deprecated, will not be 
necessary to awaken its guardians to the urgent 
importance of some such remed al Provision; a 
measure, without which, in the shape of an invest- 
ment, or large ba'ance on hand, or authority g-ven 
to postpone certain classes of appropriation, when 
the revenue proves insufficient for the whole, or 
some power to borrow money, or !ssue, on interest, 
when necessary, drafts or exchequer bil's, no finan- 
cial sys'em in any enl ghtened country has been, 
or can be, long administered with safely and honor. 

In onr system, the provision on this subject was 
very un‘form and permanent, till the exunguish- 
ment of the national debt in 1835. Previous to 
that time, a large balance beyond the expenses for 
erdinary purpos’s was generally collected, and be- 


ing kept on hand till near the close of the year, so l 


ast) assist in any contingency, was then, if not 


thus wanted, applied towards the payment of the : 


debt. 
After that time, the first resort, in the event of 


fiuctuaʻions, was temporary, ani consisted of the i 


accid:ntal and unexpected accumulation which 
immediately followed. When paris of that accu- 
mulation were expended, and the residue was di- 
vided among the States, instead of being invested, 
and held to meet deficiencies, the recall of it, as 
fast as needed for the latter purpose, was still sanc- 
tioned by Congress, and constituted the next per 
manent remedy. But this power of recall was af- 
terwards taken from the Treasury Department, 
and, instead of it, the payment of one instalment 
was postponed, and a very limited anthority given 
to is-ue Treasury notes for aid in any contingency. 
That authority also expired in June las‘, and while 


in force, contained reqitisitions immediately te r^ | 
ceive those notes in payments when offered, and at 

the sime time preventing the reissue of them, 
which proved to be extee‘ing'y incoavenient and | 
already rendered two addi- | 


h:zardous—whish have 
tional ac’s of Congress necessary, and which, in a 
meneyed crisis like the present, not only endangers 
all fiscal operations, but would have stopped some 
of the most importast of them, if not obviated ina 
degree, by seasonable arrangements, made in anti- 
cipation of difficulty. sO 

The Departrhent,therefore, is now without any re- 
sort, temporary or permanent,in case of material de- 
ficiencies, and considering all the circumstances be- 
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' it has 
| drawn for. 


`- only be understood clearly 
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fore mentioned, with the dangerous liability in law 


to have the whole outstanding Trea: ury no'e; paid 
in at any moment for public dues, withcut a power 
remaining to issue others in their stead; consider- 
ing also the present revul-ions in the commercial 
world, which affects so seriously the r-ceips from 
both duties and lands; cen-itering the di a-ters 
which are befalling the banks and rendéer.ng our 
collected funds in some czses wholly unavailable, 


` and the advances necessary to be soon maie fir 


the large payments of pen-ions, and Treasury 
notes fa'ling due in March, the earliest attention to 
new Jezislaiion on this subject seems highly pra- 


| dent, if not ind:spensable, for the effectua! securi'y 
' of the public credit. 


The manner of keeping the public money, with the pro~ 
per gucrds against Losses. 

During the present year, the pubic money has 
been kept in the following mann:r. Where sui a- 
ble banks cou'd be obtawel, in conformity to the | 
act of June 23, 1836, it has been p'aced in them, in 
general dep:sic. When sach could not be obtain- 
ef, and the amounts were like'y to be permanently 
e notcollected by any pudtic officer, 
the money has teen p'aced in b: nks, in special de- 
posie, either in the modified form, as explained 
last year, or under particular stipw'ations in writ- 
ing. Jn other cases, where it was small in amcunt, 
or tikely to be wanted immediately for public u-e, 
remained wilh those collecting it til 


Only two banks are now employed as general 
depositories, under the act of June, 1836. 

In respect to the system at present in use, it is 
not proposed to add much to the comments, which 
have been submitted on its def: cts, in former re- ` 
ports. The failures among the banks within the 
last few months have again strongly illusirated 
those defects. 

Withont further legislation, this system cannot 
be made, and it certainly is not now the most safe 
and convenient one, whether Congress intend to 
continue a system of banks, or adopt one inde- 
pendent of banks, or employ a mixed one com- 
posed of both. Butit is a system forced on the 
Department,by the peculiarities of the existing laws 
and the present condition of our banking institu- 
tions. Itis believed to be the best one possible, 


| consistent with them. Under the present arrange- 


ments ne eventful losses are supposed to have been 
sustained, which are properly attributable tu this 
mode of keeping the public money. Any small 
ones, which are likely to happen, appear to be the 
result of the usual risks incident to the mere col- | 
lection and disbursement cf the money, without | 
reference to the manner of keeping it, and these 
kinds of risks are inseparable from any system 


' heretofore in force on this subject, whether con- 


sisting of an Uni'ed States Bank, or State banks, 
or either of those mixed with individual officers. 

An exclusive use of bank corporations for 
collecting and disbursing, as well as keeping 
all the public money, could alone dispense 
with the employment `of individual officers . 
for the two former purposes, which bas 
prevailed from the foundation of the Government. 
Such an innovation has been proposed by some, 
and more especially in the large seaports. Butit 
would create a radical change in the whole theory. 
of all our collection laws. It would subject the. 
Government in mest of its fiscal concerns to an en- 
tire and humiliating dependence on moneyed cor-. 
poratiors. And should the latter, though increased 
so much in power, not aspire more to misuse it, yet, 
a wider door would thus be opened to sinister influ- 
ences as well as to great fiscal derangements and 
u'tima’e losses. Recent events have evinced the. 
dangers of these so strikingly as to justify all in 
being more mistrustful, and to render the further 
consideration of such a plan unnecessary. 

The chief difficulty under the old systems need 
to be duly appreciated. 
It has not been in making large payments or large 
transfers, when using for deposite eitter the State. 
banks or the United States Bank. Receivers and , 
collectors have also in many places. effected pay- 
ments with promptitude and to great amounts, and 
almost every trouble in transfers by them would 
be obviated by the authority heretofore asked for 


Dec. 1889. 


Q6ru CONG... LST Sess. 


— 
t e Treasurer, to receive money for lands in ad- 
vance at points mutually convenient tc the pur- 
chaser and the Treasurer. But the greatest de- 
fect imany former system, connected with this dis- 
iurbing subject, has always been of a different cha- 
racter. It consists in a want of an absolute prohi- 
bition to employ the public money for any private 
purpose whatever, and in the want of severe penal- 
ties to enforce such a prohibition, and of other ade- 
quate checks and guards, possessing a preventive 
operation on both the minds and acts of officers, 
sufficiently powertul to diminish defalcations. 

This defect has exposed the Treasury to con- 
stant losses, from the foundation of the Govern- 
ment, and under all systems hitherto in use. It can 
be effectually remedied by no official regulations, 
as these have neither the extent, respect, nor force 
of laws, but only by such new legislation, both 
penal and probibitory, as has been repeatedly re- 
commended by this Department, and as experience 
in most other countries has shown to be indispen- 
sable to check peenlations in the most effective 
manner. 

The correctness of the statement as to the exis- 
tence of these losses under all systems and all ad- 
ministrations of them, which have prevailed since 
the present form of Government went into opera- 
tion, has been shown generally from official re- 
cords in reports made to Congress within the last 
two years, and they will appear more in cetailin a 
reply, soon to be presented, to a resolution of: the 
House of Representatives, calling for particulars 
ecncerning defaalts in “each administration,” from 
3789 to 1837. ` 


- It is not proposed to enter here into minute par- | 


ticulars concerning the results as contained and ex- 
hibited in that reply. Buta few general state- 
ments from them will throw light on the topic un- 
der consideration. 

Losses appear to have occurred from defaults 
among officers in every “administration” or Presi- 
dential term, from the formation of the present Go- 
yernment. Thus, among disbursing officers, they 
are found in every term since 1789; among col- 
lecting officers in each since 1793; and among de- 
posite officers, or banks, in all since 1817. 

The largest amount of loss from each class, 
within the-period described, has been by depo- 
si'e officers, consisting of banks, and inciuding, 
as the resolution requires, the depreciation on 
snch of their notes as were taken for public 
daes. Tne loss by this class, at the lowest esti- 
mate, has exceeded six millions and a half of 
dollars; and, adopting a computation made by 


a committee of the House of Repres niatives, in- 
1832, would equal thirty-five millions. The next | 


largest amount of loss, as ascertained and com- 
puted by the proper bureaus, has been by disbursing 
efficers, and has been a little under five millions. 
And the least !oss has been by collecting officers, 
not much exceeding two millions. The aggregate 
of all these losses, taking the lowest estimate for 


banks, is about thirteen millions and a half. If, in j 
connec'ion with this subject, were considered the | 
loases in collecting the revenue by the non-payment | 
of bonds for duties, on which credit was given to | 


merchants, something over seven and a half mil- 


lions of dollars must be addéd, increasing the í 
azgregate to more than twenty-one mi lions, Tne. ; 


proportionate losses by th:se classes have been 
thus: Those by the banks and by the duty bonds 
amount to mere than two-thirds of the whole. The 


losses, either by the banks alone, or the merchants’ | 


bonds alone, have been nearly as great as by both 
disbursing and collecting officers united; end either 
ts More than threefold as great as by collectors and 
receivers, and several millions more than by them, 
not only from 1789 to 1837, bat from 1789 down to 
the present moment. 
re par icular losses in each Presidential term 
hand also desired by the resolation, they have 
_ ascertained; and, as they furnish a striking 
solution of some of the general causes of those 
l sses, the periods in which the largest and some of 
the smallest ones happened among e2ch class of 
public agents may be vsefully designated here. 
Ameng the banks, the largest loss2s were from 1813 
to 1817, then consisting entirely of cenreciatioh on 
notes taken, and next from 1831 10 1824, consisting 


then chietly of deposites; while from 1829 to 1833, 


and from 1833 to 1837, they were smaller than in 


any period since 1813. Among disbursing officzrs, 


looking to the amount disbursed, the largest losses 
were from 1821 to 1825, next from 1817 to 1821, 
and next from 1809 to 1813; and they were smaller 


from 1829 to 1833, and 1833 to 1837, than inany | 


other term whatever, except from 1789 to 1793. 


The loss on each $100 from 1829 to 1833 was only | 
nineteen cents, and from 1833 to 1837 only twenty- ; 
six cents; while in some previous terms it was as | 
high as two dollars and sixteen cents. In this class | 
the most numerous Icsses, compared with allin ti 
office, were from 1817 to 18?1, next from 1821 to al 


1825 and next from 1813 to 1817. The smallest 
proportion in this respect, except during the first 
two terms under the Constitution, was from 1829 
to 1833, and except those and the third term, the 
next smallest was from 1833 to 1837. 

Among collecting cfficers, if looking to the 
amounts collected, the largest losses were from 
1797 to 1801, next from 1809 t> 1813. next from 
1817 to 1821, and next from 1805 to 1899. The 
most numerous defaults, compared with the 
whole number of that class in office, were from 
1809 to 1813, next from 1805 to 18 9, next from 


from 1825 to 1823. The ratio of them from 1829 
10 1833, and 1833 to 1837, was not one-fourth as 
large es in some of the pericds just enum: rated. 
Indeed it was less than in any previous terms from 
the foundation of the Government, except four, and 
the number of such defaulters was less than in any 
Presidential term since 1804. 

The accounts of the Post Office estab'ishment 
being kept separately, and its officers acting in the 
capacities both of collecting and disbursing, are not 
included in the above results, but will be given ia 
the special reportin distinct tables. 

Oa a careful review of these data it must be 


tion to use the public money for private purposes, 
ent of œher adequate securities against miscon- 
duct, the increased losses during some of the terms 
mentioned must have happened moie from the 


with fthe calamities incident to war, extraordinary 


expansions and contractions in the currency, and || 1 
| abroad and analogy at home, would form no more 


great speculations and convulsions in trade, than 


from any peculiar rapacity among these then in 


publie trast, or any special neglect on the part of |: 


those who were then either accounting c fficers, or 
possessed of the power to sppoint and remove un- 
faithful agents. 

Thus, in 1831, 1832, and 1833, prosperous but 
not speculating years, in the interior scarcely a 
single loss is supposed to have happened among 
receivers, though some were then reported for suit 


on previous defaults; and the same may be said of | 
collectors then, end in 1835, prosperous but not | 


speculating years on the seaboard. But, in more 
calamitous periods of trade, like 1797 and 1798, 
1808 to 1813, 1818 to 1821, and 1837, sometimes 


| succeeding others of rash specu'ation, the defaults 


multiplied among collectors, as well as disbursirg 
agents. 


with the inordinate thirst fer hazardous invest- - 
ments, and the overwhelming disasters which en- || 
i; purpose. ' 
i| per issues, that in some degree det -rierate the ex- 


snel from them and overissues cf paper money. 


Another very strong illustration of this is to be 


found in the periods of the great-st losses on mer- | 
chant’ bonds, compared with the whole amcunt : 


of duties collected. These losses were the highest, 


from 1825 to 1829, of any term since the com- ij 
in a | 
l of what could not b2 «therwise employed, to arg’ 


mencem«nt of the Government, doubtless 
great measure growing out of the excessive mt T- 


eantile speculations and failures of that period; and |: 
the next largest were from 1821 to 1825, resul ing |: 
probably from like causes; while from 1829 to ; 
1833, a paiol of comparative r galerivy in trade, ` 


the loss wes smaller than in any other tern since 
1809, and less than even from 1793 to 1797, and 
1797 to 1801. 


‘On the oter topic, as 1 the ferstbiliry and : 
wil:y of ad'i ional checks and penalties aga nt | 
defa cations, the illustrations tefe-red to, es drawn 


from exemples abroad, are theae: Out cf twentys 


1821 to 1895, next from 1817 to 1821, and next | 


obvious, that in the absenc: of any penal probi'i- | 


strong temptations to misuse the money, combined |} c 
i| ment has already been more than once snbj cted, 


So, in similar periods in the interior, like + 
| 1898 to 1821, and 1836 and 1837, they increased | 
among the receivers and the banks much ina ratio || ni 
| by additional securities, and frrbideen by the se- 


` yo edsy-tem, weuld on'y adit 
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seven Governments, in respect to which accurate 
stotemen's have been obtained, and which include 
almost every important civ lized country in the 
world, twenty-six seem to prohibit any private use 
of the public meney, either by collecting or dis- 
bursing agen's. In six cases only do the deposi e 
agents ajpzar tv be allowed tbe use of public 
funđs, and that is only when those agent» a e 
banks, and the money is placed with them in gene- 
ral deposite. Ina great majority of these Govern- 
ments, the employment of public fands for private 


| purpr ses by any gents whatever, is not only pro- 


hibi ej, but punished by severe penalties, such as 
imprisonment or the galleys, the penitentiary, and 
in some instances death. More minuie checks 
and guards also are introduced in most of them, 
and les: is left to discretion or regulation, even in 
monarchies, than here. 

That course of making full and expli it statutory 
provi-ions on all these important points, and duly 
re tlicting Executive disc:eti_n, so liable to degene- 
rate into tyranny, has before brea repeated y urged 
by the undersigned, fom a regard as we'l to cor 
re t political principles as to an increase of the 
publ c security, and a dimisut'on of the difficulties 
and respens.bilities he has of la'e years teen com- 
pelled to pass through, in a period of such imn ers? 
collections ard d’svur-ements, accompanied by so 
severe evu'sions in commerce, and sach harassing 
bank suspensions. 

Dwelling no longer now on th’s topic, he is con- 
vinced, not only that the measure for increa:ej se- 
curty inthe collection and disbursement of the 
public money, but all the other provisions heretofore 
recommended, in the establishment of an Indeçen- 
dent Treasury, for keeping and transferring it, 
should te early adoptet. Prominent'y among these 
la:t, is tie separat'on between the banks and the 
pr ne'pal fical operat ons of the Gov rment, 


i! That would te I kely to produce many advantages, 


which have been explained so fully on former oc- 
casions that on'y a few of them need here te al- 
verted to, and this very briefly. It wculd render a 
bankruptcy of the Treasury impossible, by a wice 


| if not general sus;ension of specie payments. To 


the loss, vexat on and disered.t of this, tae Govern- 
and a Un led States Ban’, judg nz from experien: e 


effectual gu rantee azainst it, thin State b; nks 
dur ng perods of extraordinery convulsions in 
trade, if a 'ministered under the present imperfect 
system of banking; or, in other word=, un ‘er s mi- 
lar defect ve charters, and occasionally simi-« 
lar false bank'nz prneiples. Such a separat on 
would releve both the banks and the Government 
from any further exp: sure to mutual impo tunities, 
embarrassments and crim‘nations. Both, and 
doutt'ess benefic’ally to both, wou'd te left more 
to the'r own resources ani less to ce, endence on 
each other’s favor, whether instigated by cupid ty 


| on the one hand or polit cal amb‘t’on on the other. 
Instead of increas‘ng, it would dim‘nish, Executive 


power; for the latter wou d te stripped of all bank 


’ Inflvenee, end be al'owed ints stead neither the we 


nor possess on of the public money, except unter 
agents not :e’ecte! by itself alone, as n Case of 
the baniis; litte inereared in numter, guarded 


verest pena'ties to use a coher of it for any private 
It would tend to check in.provident pa- 


changeable value of specie itself as well as of pa- 
per, and it would s’cure the best possib'e currency 


| in the present state of the Cons ition and laws. 


In fice, it would remove all induce nents to hoard 
what could not be used for pr fit, to delay payment 


ment taxes or tariffs for depesites that can yield no 
emoluments, and to indulge in reproaches or ame 
inconveniences, as banks no v do, at ated oe 
s i ' 
a ane eb Se the sk and re- 
s onsibili y of the depositary instead of Ae gains, 
and would theref re be gladly rariel i pee 
C. adition of barking institutions general Y, e 
kind of money receivable for public cues. 

The condition of the bankipe inst! uli ns gene- 

rally io the United States is always a topic of «mẹ 


* 
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financial interest. But it now possesses less with 
the General Government than it did when the con- 
nection between them was more int mate and ex- 
tensive. 

It is regretted that space remains on this occasion 
for but little more, concerning their condition, than 
a reference to the special report which will soon be 
submitted from the last authent'c returns that can 
be obtained. 

In tne mean time, however, it may be inferred 
from returns not very extensive, and fiom some 
general data, that since the first of January last the 
circulation of those banks now paying specie has pro- 
bably, on an average, been curtailed quite one-third, 
or between sixteen and twenty millions; that the cir- 
culation of most of the others had not been in- 
creased at the time of their late suspen- 
sion: that the aggregate amount of specie in 
a'l of them is aot reduced more than than 
eight or ten millions; and that, since the fall in 
foreign exchange, these institutions, with a few 
exceptions, originating in gross departures from 
correct banking principles, by embarkirg in trade 
and by making la:ge investments and long loans, 
of:en not to business men, nor for common busi- 
ness purposes, are as able as ever to sustain specie 
payments, provided they felt disposed to exercise 
their former forbearance and indulgences towards 
each o:her, and the community towards them. It 
is a source of much satifaction to add that the re- 
cent suspension has caused far less embarrassment, 
delay, and probable loss to the Treasury, whether 
by deposites in banks or the possession of their 
notes, than have occurred heretofore on similar 
occasions. . 

Two reasons exist for this, The banks have of 
late been employed and their notes taken to a less 
extent than was before customary, and the suspen- 
sous among them have teen less general, by not 
reaching, it 1s computed, over one-third of the 
who'e number in the United States, though includ- 
ing, perhaps, more than half of the whole banking 
capital. Of those suspending, fortunately only 
three of four held any considerable amounts of 
public money deposited with them since 1837, and 


have been, or will be paid by drafts drawn di- 
rec ly on collectors and receivers, and must there- 
fore be met, not only by them, but in specie or its 
equivalent. It seems impossible, also, that even- 
tual embarrassment and occasional losses by bank 
failures and suspensions should be obviated, if 
any thing but specie is long kept on hand by public 
agents of any description. Nor can any system 
operate as a check on overissues by banks, restrain 
the tendency to gambling speculations, and aid 
gradually in improving the currency of the coun- 
try, as well as preserve in purity the true constitu- 
tional standard of value, unless the notes received 
are speedily paid over for public debts, when ac- 
ceptable to creditors, and, at brief intervals, any of 
them left on hand are returned for specie to the 
institutions that issued them. 

It appears that the effect which such a course 
would produce in the currency at large, by perma- 
nently withdrawing specie either from banks or 
from circulation, would, in ordinary times, be 
much less than many persons have apprehended. 
In the collection and payment of the above twenty 
millions by collectors and receivers, the whole 
amount on hand with all of them, at any one 
time, has seldom exceeded one million and a half. 

At New York city, where nearly two-thirds of the 
cus‘oms of the whole Union are collected, and 
where the gross receipt this year will exceed fif- 
teen millions of dollars, the amount on hand at 
any one time has not averaged half a million cf 
dollars. 

As an illustration of the system of drawing for 
this money speedily, it may be added, that the 
amount left at the close of each w:ek, subject to 
drafts, has seldom equalled one-twentieth of a 
million. 

At the recent suspension of specie payments, 
most of the funds in the custom-houses were com- 
posed of bank notes; bat nearly half of those in the 
Jand offices consisted of specie. Though the notes 
on hand were issued by banks paying specie, and 
in good credit at the time they were taken, yet even 
a part of them, suddenly becoming irredeemable, 
has caused some inconvenieuce, sev. ral protests, 


they, as well as the rest now in public employ, || and a few injurious delays, with both receivers and 
have made commendable exertions to meet with || collectors. ‘At the former suspension, as specie was 
fidelity their engagements to the Treasury. the only carrency then allowed to be taken by re- 


The admoniuons, however, which the fate sus- 
pensicn Las given in respect to the importance of 
some new legal provisions connected with the 
keeping of the public money, have not been slight, 
and have already been sufficiently noticed. 

They appear to be equally strong in favor of 
some new legislation or additional regulations as to 
the kind of currency which shculd be received for 
public dues. 

In relation to this last point the Constitution and 
laws are now explicit enough concerning what 
constitutes money. 

But the practices under them, in regeiving other 
things than gold and silver as money, or rather as 
a currency and substitute for money, have continued . 
so long and been at times so loose as to create 
much danger and difficulty. The views of the De- 
partment on all portions of this subject were so 
fully explained to Congress on previous occa- 
sions, and more particularly in September, 1837, 
as to render it unnecessary to repeat them here. 

But some illustrations and confirmations of those 
views, contained in the transactions of the present 
year, are new, and are as follows: 

In sundry instances banks, as well as individuals, 
holding the Treasurer’s drafts, have insisted on 
specie in payment, and refused to accept the cur- 
rent netes of specie paying banks. 

This they had an undoubted right to do, and 
thus the idea has been strongly corroborated, that, 
however much both public and fiscal convenience 
may be promoted by the use of a paper currency, 
for either Jarge’ or distant payments, yet the re- 
ceipt of any thing short of specie, or the notes not 
only of specie paying banks, but such as are con- 
vertible into specie on the spot, and at par, can 

never effectually protect the public credit. The 
practical importance of this question under our pre- 
sent system will be the more obvious when it is 
understood that near twenty millions of the twenty- 
five expended this year, for ordinary purposes, 


ceivers, most of there difficulties were obviated 
with them, and were confined chiefly to the depo- 
si'e banks, and large collectors. The great amount 
of specie whch the receivers then poss ssed, contri- 
buted much, al-o, to the general relief of the Trea- 
sury, and especially fursished mo:t opporture 
means for making legal, as well as sat sfactory 

ayments of the heavy Indian annui ies, scon aftsT- 
wards falling dre in the West. 

Some considera ions we e intend d to be next 
presented on the permanent defic ency apprehended 
as likely to happen in the revenue a'ter 1841, under 
the operation of the present tariff. But the leng:h 
to which this communication bas already extenjed, 
and the doubt whether Congress may deem it ad- 
yi-able to leg slate so long beforehand in ant cipa- 
ticn of an event which poss bly, bat not probably, 
may bə avoided, have induced the Department to 
postpone, for the present, any pa t colar remarks 
on atopic involving considerations of so difficult 
and ag tating a character. 

Miscellanesus. 

Some of the leading changes which this Depart- 
ment, during the last five years, has thought proper 
to urge 9s mater.al in connection with the finances 
may, before closirg, be sammarily and perhaps 
usefully c:ndensed, and presented together to the 
consideration of Congr:ss. 

They are as follows: 

A new organization of the Treasury Department 
in such respects as to ensure a more appropriate 
division of labor, a stricter accountability, and a 
c'oser supervision over the collection of the reve- 
nue by officers exclusively devoted to it. 

An increase of the checks and securities against 
defaults in all officers, whether collecting, keeping, 
or disbursing public money, and more especially by 
prohibiting its use for private purposes under se- 
vere penalties. 

Some provident fund, to be formed when any 
occasional and accidental surplus happeng to be in 
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the Treasury, (but never designedly raising one by 
taxation,) which shall be employed to meet contin- 


| gencies and fluctuations instead of our being com- 


pelled frequently to resort to loans or increased 
taxes; and, in the absence of such a fund, a perma- 
nent authority to be given for the procurement of 
means, when needed, under unexpected defi- 
ciencies. 

A reduction in the ordinary expenditures, so as 
for several years not toexceed seventeen or eighteen 
millions of dollars annually, unless, when the reye- 
nue is abundant, the great national works, which 
it is intended to complete in any event, should be 
hastened more, and, when the revenue is smaller, 
be proportionably retarded. 

The passage of occasional pre-emption and gra- 
duation laws as to the public lands, under judicious 
limitations concerning the quantity sold in any one 
case, and for the prevention of frauds and par- 
tialities. 

To reduce the tariff, whenever the amount cf 
revenue justifies the measure; and always regulate 
its provisions wih a paramount regard to finance, 
di:c uragiog articles of luxury, and encouraging 
useful and necessary ones ouly as incidental ob- 
jects in tariff legis'ation. 

In connection with this policy of protecting free- 
dom of trade, to resist monop lies and exclusive 
privileges, whether in banking or commerce. 

The exclusion of small bank notes frem circula- 
ton, so as to enlarge the quantity of specie within 
tke country; increase the use of it, and especially 
of gold, for common purposrs, and thus protect 
as well the banks against rans or panics, as the 
laboring clas es from losses and depresiations inci- 
dent to every paper currency, | ke ours, not founded 
on a specie basis as broad as the paper itself. And 
finally, the rapid extinguishment of any national 
debt, and the creation of no new one of a perma- 
nent description in peace. 

A prominent feature in the policy which has 
thus been recommended as to oar fiscal affairs, has 
been to leave to State legislation all matters of 
doubtful jurisdiction, as well as all clearly of a do- 
mestic and State character, whether connected with 
the revenue or the currency, the exchanges and 
commerce, or some other exciting interests of the 
country less intermingled with the immediate busi- 
ness of this Department. The undersigned takes 
pleasure in acknowledging that several of those 
enumerated measures did not originate with him; 
yet they have all received his earnest official sup- 
port, and he is gratified that steps have already 
been taken by Congress, insuring, in part, the suc- 
cess of some of them. 

The rest, as well as those, are again respectful'y 
commenée l to favorable consideration, hoping that 
the scretny of longer discussion and reflection 
may have satisfied its members that ihe full adop- 
tion of them all would promote the durable pros- 
perity of the finances, and at the same time be in 
harmony with the Constitution, and favorable to 
most of the great interests of the country. 

In respect to several r:mainiag matier fconnestet 
with the finances and the duties devolved on this . 
Department, itis propos:d to postpone the conside- 
ration of most of them to special reports to Con- 
gress, and separate communications to suitable 
committees. 

Among the latter is a mass of ques'ions, chiefly 
connected with the public lands and the castom- 
Amung the former are the 
state of the light houses; the progress in 
interesting survey of the coast; the manu- 
facture of weights and measures; the con- 
dition of the Mint and its branches; the situa- 
tion of cur trade with the British provinces 
and West Indies; the disposition made of our de- 
posites with the several States; and various other 
subjects of minor importance. 

In a rote annexed are explained briefly a few to- 
pics st-1l different, and some of them more urgent 
in their character, such as the exclusive employ- 
ment of one of the present Comptrollers as a com- 
missicner of the customs; a revision of the number 
and compensation of officers in the customs, à 
especially their pay during the past year; the re- 
quirement of official security from district attos- 
neys; a change in the commencement of the fiscal 
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eo 
year, making also the commercial the same as the 
calendar year; appropriating, in certain cases, for 
five quariers, and keeping and poblishiag all ac- 
eounts and retornas by quarters as weil as years; 
pew provisions concerning papers in whale ships 
and in vessels om the coast of Africa; a declaratory 
act as to the duties on silks and worsted:; and the 
farther extension of the laws for the relief of insol- 
vent debtors. i 

Within the pretent jerr, the busines: as to the 
French injemnity has been closed by distr but ng 
the add tional interest obtained on the first fourn- 
stalments. The sixth payment due from the k ng- 
dom of Nap'es has a'so been received and divided 
among the claimants. 

The annual exhibit of the condition and busi- 
ness of the General Land Office usually accompa- 
n es th’s report; but from its length and importance, 
ìt will be presented separately in a few days. The 
very successful progress made in bringing up the 
arrears of business, and in the despatch of the 
enormous amount of corrent dutes devolved on 
that office by the unprecedented sales in 1835 and 
1836, deserves special notice. It has enabled the 
Commiss‘oner to dispen-e w.th the employment of 
nineteen of his former elerks. Disagreeab!e and 
embarrassing as the d s'ontinuance of official ser- 
vices usually is, a strong seme of its propriety in 
an economical view has led to the measure on this 
oceasion without any special direct'on by Coneress. 
It is a'so again urged as a proper topic for legisla- 
ton, and without which it cannot be effected, that 
the number and consequeatly the expense of the 
old land offices be reduced, by un tng several w.th 
others adjon ng, whee the quantty of business 
has become much lessened. A simi'ar course.as 
tozome of the col‘ection districts on tre se aboard 
has before besn recomme nded, and is still con- 
sidered worthy the attention of Con2res. Io all 
these, as well as in larger savings, economy is un- 
doubtedly true wisdom. 

Respectfully, — 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon R. M. Jonnson, 
Vice Pre ident of the United States, 
And President of the Senate. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
November 30; 1839. 

Sie: I have the honor to submit to you the fol- 
owing report upon the several branches of the 
pablic service confided to my charge. 

"Phe army, as will be seen by the accompanying 
report cf the Commanding General, has been kept 
on active duty daring the pact year. In Fiorida, 
ra the western, northern, and maritime frontiers, 
the troops have been constantly and usefully em- 
ployed. The experience of the last sammer has 
confirmed the opision, always entertained by the 
Nepartment, that great and decided advantages may 
aecrne to the service from keeping the troops toge- 
ther in as large masses as the circumstances of the 
eountey will permit. The camp of instruction at 
Trenton, and the concentration of the regiments of 
some few of the posts on the northern frontier, were 
ertendad with moat salutary effects, and it affords me 
the highest gratification to be able to bear testimony 
to the exertions of the superior officers, and to the 
zeal and indus'ry evinced by those of every grade 
in their camo and garti:on dutie’, and in driling 

and iastracting their men. On ths occasicn, as 
well as in the field, the deficiency of company 
oftieers was apparent, and the injury to the service 
from taking so many staff cffire:s from the line 
was rensibly feit. ladced, it is mani‘est that the 
army cannot be efficient uner ts present organiza- 
tu n, and that ihe staff aught to be separated fr..m 
the line. Some further legs'ative enae m nts 
are required to prevent impr-p r recruits being 
received isto the military service, and to punish 
persons who knowing’y and wilful y swear fal ely 
when taking the oath requied by r gulators to 
be adwivist-red to then. Mincrs not unfre- 
quently impose themselves upon the recru ting 
Officer, by swearing that they are of age, or by 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Report of the Secretary of War. 


producing fa'se cert ficates of the consent of their 
parents and guardians to their enli tment, and a‘ter 
receiving ther c'othing, and otherwi-e putting the 
Government to expense, c’aim to be released on 
the plea of being under age. The commission of 
this erime is of so frequent occurrence as to call 
fir a remedy. It is perjury, and ought to be s> 
regarded and punished. Experience at some of 
the re-ru‘ting stations where boys have been take) 
into the serv.c-, with the consent :f pare:.ts and 
guardians, as drummers and musicians, convinees 
me that a plan simi’ar to that so ad vantageously 
carried into effect ia the navy, m'ght be adop ed 
wih great advantage in the army; and I recom- 
mead an extension of the law of March 2, 1837, 
providing for the enlistment of boys for the naval 
service, to embrace the army and ordnance. 

The works directed by Congress to be con- 
struct don the nor hera fron‘ier, have been com- 
menced and are in pregre s. It is to be regretted 
that, owing to some mi-nnders‘anding, the appro- 
priation asked for to enable the Depar.ment to 
fortify the outlet of Lake Champlain, was struck 
out of the bill for the defence of the country. This 
work is deemed of essential importance, as like- 
wise one at or near old Fort Covington, and 
barracks at Black Rock, and in the neighborhood 
of Detroit. Hopes are entertained that Congress 
will not again withhold the necessary appropria 
tions to enable the Department to commence these 
works, and to complete those already began with 
as little delay as practicable. The disturbed state 
of the Canada frontier, and the absolute necessity 
which exists to keep upon that line as large a force 
as can be spared from other points, will require 
the erection of permanent and comfortable bar- 
racks. One of the principal causes of desertion is 
to be found in the crowded and uncomfortable 
condition of the soldiers. Ispeak from my own 
knowledge, when I say that our soldiers are better 
paid, fed, and clothed, than any troops in Europe; 
but an equal regard to truth forces me to acknow- 
ledge that they are worse lodged. Indeed, I feel 
compelled to state that the comfort of the soldiers, 
in this respect, has been totally neglected. It is 
essential to tkeir health, 
discipline, that good barracks should be constructed 
wherever the troops are to be permanently quar- 
tered, and that they should be decently furnished 
and supplied. 

The causes which call for the speedy completion 
of the chain of posts upon the western frontier 
have been so often stated, that it appears unne- 
cessary to repeat them here. ` But it is proper for 
me to add, that these dangers have become more 
imminent from the presence there of the Semi- 
noles and Cherokees, who lately emigrated un- 
der circumstances not calculated to render them 
friendly to the whites. The turbulent and 
ambitious character of some of these chiefs, 
and: the cold blooded. and cruel murders, 
committed by their ord-rs, upon their unoffending 
“countrymen, whose only crimes were the'r friend- 
ship for the whites, their love of peace, and their 
devotion to the best interests of their nation, 
may lead to fatal consequences, in site of the 
pradence and forbearance of the public authorities. 
In virtue of the stipulativns of. the treaty, and in 
pursuance of our duty as guatdians of the red 
men, and of our obl gations ty see the laws of tha 
country duly execut-d, (for one of th se chiefs was 
murdered with circumstances of savage barbari y 
within t’e boundaries of the State of Arsa sas.) 


orders have been issued to demand the murderers, 


and t take measures to extend the pr te ‘ting arm 
of Goversment over the unfc:tunate men who 
signed the treaty of New Echvta, and who are pro- 
scribed and outlawed by the willirg ins‘rament: 
of the vengean-e or ambitiocs pro,e*ts of John 
Ross and other chief: of t.e naten. It is, there- 
f.re, sf the Jast imp ‘rtarce that the foitres-es on 


that fr ntier should be completed and the ferce | 


strengthened. 

The solic tude fet by you at 
session ef Congre s on the subject of the defences 
of she ccuntry on our mari ime fro tier, lel toa 
st ll closer examination into their coaditicn. < They 
wera fund, 25 h-d ben befure st sted, unfir 
finished, n.arm.d, aod t tal'y izade juate to protect 


their morals, and their | 


; ing this report is a minve 
| troops required to man the 
i 

l 

| 


i from the pesp'e, 
, must b? drilled and taught their miitary duties in 
: time of fe-ce. 


` though I entered 


| exacted from the citiz n, 
` antefficient ap; 1 cation of the national force to the 


at the clos: of the last | 


| 
| age of the recruit to be 
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' the harbors they are intended to guard from ths 
' attacks of a comparatively small force. This con- 
viction, forced upon my mind by the repor's of tha 
_ chief engineer, has since been confirmed by per- 
sonal ins;ection in every instan e, where it has 
teen in my power to visit the works. Our principal 
| cities on the seatoard are at this time exposed to Le 
` Jaid under contribution, and our navy yards to be 
destroyed, without the possibility of deferding 
` them. When the works, now in progress in Boston 
. harb r, are finished, that plac? will be perfectly se- 
` cure; and a small addi ion to those at Newport will 
| deprive an enemyfof that fine roadstead; but Ports- 
; mouth is eatirely defesceless—Pensac la_exposed, 
| and the imperiant city and harbor of Nev York 
are still very iveffective'y protected, and will re- 
i main so even after all the works now in progress 
shall be comp'eted and armed. It is obviovs that 
the entrance of that harbor at the narrows cannot 
‘be defended by the works on Long Island a one; 
but that the opposite shore, on Sta en Island, must 
likewise be fortified. The State of New York, in 
whose pos ession the land still re rains, has erected 
some works taere which are so en'ire'y inefficient, 
_ that their existence in their present condition is 
calculated to deceive the ignorant, who might a'- 
t mpt their defence, and even afford facilities to ar 
invading force in its efforts tsenter the harbor. 
Phi'adelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, Savannah, 
and the ports in the gulf, all require further p:o- 
tection to reader them safe from attack. Ina re- 
pert, preparing in reply to a resolution of the 
Senate, calling for in‘ormation on this subject, I 
shall enter into all the details connected with it; 
‘ but I cannot refrain from remarking here that a 
_ due regard for the security and honor of the coun- 
ry, requires that an effort sould be made with as 
iitle delay as possib'e to place our exposed fron- 
tiers in a perfect state ef de’ence. Intimately 
connected with this subject is the organization 
of vo’unteer corps in the immediate vicinity of 
the forts. The policy and even necessily of 
this measure have been stated in my preceding 
` reports, and are almost too obvious to nerd repe- 
tition. Even under the former very defective 
system of keeping the regular forces in garrison 


within the ferts along our whole linecf frontier, 


they are insufficient for their defence. But if 
the army of the United States is to be rendered 
efficient and its discipline preserved, it must 
be kept together in masses, and the garsison duty 
be performe! by small cetachments, aided in case 
of need, by the neighboring militia Accompany- 
detsi! of the number of 
forts upon the maritime 
and inland frontiers. ‘These must te drawn cliefly 
and to be effective in war, they 


A plan for this purpose was sub- 
mitted to Congress in 1837, and again recommend- 
ed the following year; but nòt acted upon. Harv- 
ing understood that the chief objection to its adop- 
lion consists in its being limited to a comparatively 
| smali body of men, and that it was the desire of 
Congress, as well as ef the nation, that a pian for 
the organ z tion of the militia of th: United States 
should emanate from this Department, I have 
thovght it my, duty to make the attempt, and al- 
upon the task with reluc-ance and 
g eat diffi lence, I feet cor fident that t:e project 
herewith submitted is praciicabie, and that whi'e 
it will diminish the borden of persoral servize now 
it will ensure the prompt 


national defence. 

Itis propose| to divide the Unived S ate; into 
eight military districts, and to organize the mi isa 
in each dist izt, soas to have a body of twelve 
thonsand five hurde d mea in active service; and 
an ther of equal numter as a rese. ve. This would 


give an armed militia force of two hundred thou- 
as to be 


| sand men, so dril'ed ard stationed, r 
ready to tke heir places ia Leary s 
in defence of the country, whaneve” called upon 


invader. Th: 
se the esemy or repe! the lava Th: 
See Ora T 5 from tw nty to thirty- 
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seven. 
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sand men, to leave the service every year, passing, 
at the conclusion of the first term, into the reserve, 
and exempted from ordinary militia duty altu- 
gether, at the end ofthe second. In this manner, 
twenty-five thousand men will be discharged from 
militia duty every year, and twenty-five thousand 
fresh recruits be received into the service. It will 
be sufficient for all useful purposes, that the 1e- 
mainder of the militia, under certain regulations 
provided for their g»vernmen', be enrolled and be 
mustered at long and stated intervals; for ia due 
process of time, nearly the whole mass of the 
militia will pass through the firstand second classes, 
and be either members of the active corps, cr of 
the reserve, or counted among the exempis, who 
will be liable to be called upon only in yer ods of 
invasion or imm:nent peri!. The manner of en- 
rolment, the number ot days of service, and the 
rate of compensation, ought to be fixed by law; 
but the details had tetter be left subject to regula- 
tion; a plan of which I am prepared to submit to 
you. ` 
Congress having expressed a desire that an at- 
tempt should be made to terminate the war in 
Fiorida by pacific measures, and appropriated a 
sum of money for that purpose, the Department, 
early in the spring, despatched Major Genera! Ma- 
comb to open a communication with the Indians, 
and, if possible, to treat with them. He succeeded 
with difficulty in obtaining an interview with come 
of the chiefs and head men, and made an arrange- 
ment which it was hoped might pat a stop to this 
long prctracied war. Its only resalt, however, -has 
been the loss of many valuable lives. Our people 
fell a sacr.fiee to their confidence in thegood faith 
and promises of the Indians, and were entrapped 
and murdered with all the c'rcumstances of 
cruelty and treachery which distinguish Iadian 
warfare Composed, as the Florida Indians 
are, of the remnantsiof tribes thathave taken refage 
there and acknow.e/ging no common head, no 
t-eaty stipulations that are not sanctioned by each 
and every mibe can be regarded as binding; nor 
can the Government consider the country paci- 
fied until there has been a general subm'ssion of 
- gil the chiefs of the various tribes of Indians inha- 
biting the peninsu'a. The experience of the last 
summer brings with it the Pon conviction that 
tie war must be prosecuted untl Florida is freed 
from these ruthle s savages Their late treache- 
rous and ¢ u l conduct is too generally known to 
require a repetition of the revolting recital. It has 
been such as is calcula'ed tə deprive them of the 
sympathy of the humane, and to convince the 
most pea :eable of the necessity of sabduing them 
by force. With th’s view the regular forces have 
been augmented in Florida as much as the circum- 
stances of the country will permit, and orders have 
been given to change, for the present, the theatre of 
operations. The frequent murders committed in 
West and Middle Fiorida, show that there are still 
small bands of Indians larkiag there, and it is the 
determination of the D-partment, in the first place, 
to erive them from that portion of the territory and 
free the settlemeats from fur her molestation. In 
the mean time,the posts on the A:lantic and the Gulf 
wi} be maintained, in order to protect the passing 
trade, in which effort it is expected the navy wili 
cc-cperate. For this purpose, the vessels hitherto 
employed on the coast have been transferred to 
toa' Depaer:ment. - 
Until the operations of the campaign were inter- 
Tup ed in the attempt to negotiate with the Indians, 
they were conducted with vigor and atility under 
that zealous and indefatigatle officer, Brigadier 
Gencral Taylor, who accomplished all that 
cou'd be exrecte) wih the very limited means 
at his command, spread out as they were over so 
extensive a fie'd of operations. Throughout the 
whole of this disastrous war the officers and men 
engaged in it have endured fatigue and privations, 
sickness and suffering, withont a murmur or com- 
laint, and have, on all occasions, exhibited the 
qualiies of brave and gocd soldiers. With untir- 
ing per-everance they have opened roads through 
the swamps in pursuit of the enemy, „and when- 
ever they could bring him to batle, displayed the 
utmost coolness and intrepidity; in every instance 
driving bin from his fastnesses, But all these ex- 
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ertions and sacrifices have proved unavailing. 
Heretofore the Indian popelat:on of our States and 
Territories hes been expelled by the gradual in- 
crease and advances of a superior race. Whereas, 
in Florida the attempt has been made, for the fir-t 
time, to drive the abcr.gines from the unsettled 
wilderuess, or, what is st.ll more difficult, to ca'ch 
thers {cr the purpose of transp-r.ing them beyond 
is limits. If the Indians of Florida bad a country 
to retire to they would have been driven ou! of the 
Territory long ago; but they are hemmed ın by the 
sea, and must defend themselves to the uttermost, 
or surrender to be transported beyond it. To re- 
duce them to that extremity, srr ad, as they are, 
over a space of at least forty-five thonsand square 


their habits, defended by a climate, ben‘ga to them, 
but deadly to the whites, and presenting difficult:es 
tu the march of armies, that have been often de- 
scribed and cannot be exazgerated, will requi e 
great exertions, and probably, other means than 
those hitherto tried. 

The passage of the bill itroduced in the Senate 
during the Jast session, and partially acted upon io 
Congress, for the military cecupation of Fiorida, 
would, it is believed, be attended with bene- 
ficial effects; and I far:her recommend that 
authority be given to the Executive to raise 
cne thousand men t> serve during the war in Flo- 
rida, who shall received the psy of dr-gosns, and, 
upon its termination, a bounty in land. There 
men it is prop^sed to arm and equ p and drill in a 
manner to render them equal to the Indian waniior 
in vig r and endurance, and to enp y them in ac- 
tve opera'ions during the ensuing winer. The 
exigences cf the service at this pa rticular juncture 
compel me to ask this additional force. It will be 
seen that the state of the westen froatier requires 
the forces there to be increased rather than dimi- 
ni-hed, asd the cond tion of the Canada frontier 
will not allow the withdrawal of the troops at pre- 
sent stat oned there It was be'ieved that the citi- 
zens of the United Sa‘es upon that border had 
been convinced of the impropr ety of in'erfering in 
the concerns of their ne‘ghbors, and of the crimi- 
na ity of violating the laws of the country; and nct- 
withstand ng the alarming information commvni- 
ca‘ed through the D partment of State of the exist- 
ence there of new comb‘nstions and conspiracies 
against law and order, hopes are entertained that 
n» real danger exists of an7 fur her cutrages being 
perpetrated by our fellow-citizens on that frontier. 
If, contrary to ou- ju-t expectations, those persons 
who have sought 1e‘uge within the terr tores of 
t-e Unied Sates should themse'ves commit any 
acts of v'o'ence upon the pe sors or prope:ty of her 
Majes y’s sabjec’s in Canada, or per -uade others to 
do so, and r new the di graceful scenes enacted 
upon that frontier during the la-t season, it may 
become necessary that the wisdom of Ccngress 
should devise some means of effec'ua'ly restrain- 
ing them from further violating the laws of the 
count y wh'ch has affo:ded them an asylum. 

Having twice brought to your notice the imper- 
tance of establishing a national foundry, I feel 


nec'ssity of our possessing an efficient train of 
field artillery, and an ample armament for the for- 
tifiea ions, is So urgent, that this defect in our sys- 
tem is constan'ly forced upon my notice. Ina 
country situated like ours, and governed by a po- 
liey which seeks the greatest good to the greatest 


if not altozether, defensive, and a numerus and 
well appointed artillery, combined with the skill 
and character of our light troops, together with the 
extent of our means to compel an enemy to keep 
together in masses, will constitute the most effec- 
tive e'enents of defence throughout every portion 
of the United Statez. In attaining this end, which 
has been kept steadily ia view for the last two 
years, the Department bas encountered great ob- 
stacles from the want of a national establishment 
where experiments can be made 
dels constracted. ‘The small arms 
or rather those which will be made henceforth in 
this country at the private as well as national ar- 
mories, will challenge a comparison wih any io 


the world. This desirable end has been Brought 


some reluctance to speak of it a third time; but the | 


numbers, warlike preparations ought to be chiefly, . 


miles of country, abounding in provisions suited to | 


and perfect mo- = 
manufactured, : 
‘| has retarded the progress of t at work. 


i 
| 


about by improvements begun and perfected in 
the national armories; and, by requir.ng the same 
improvements in their machinery, equally goed 
arms will be obtained from the private contractors, 
But we have no means cf pursuing the same 
method in founding cannon, and the result has 
been an uncertainty in their manufacture, which 
may be attended at some future period with 
the most fatal consequences. There would 
likewise be very great economy in having 
a naticnal manufactory of gunpowd-r, and 
at all events an appropriation ought to be 
made at the present session to enable the Depart- 
ment tu Jay in a stock of mater a's of the manufac- 
ture of this nec ssary article. In answer to its in- 
qui-es on this subject, the Depar meat learned, 
with great anxiety, that taere was nota suffic’ent 
supply of sa tpetre or sulphur in ihe country, at 
the close of the last session of Congress, for three 
months’ supply of cur armies in care of war. Th's 
deficiescy has been partially remed ed; but the 
War Depaitment ought to be authorized to ke p on 
hand at jeast a twelve months’ supp'y of these se- 
cessary articles, which may b: stored fcr any 
length of time wihoutrsk of de struction or dete- 
riovation. 

While speaking of the wants of the odnance, it 
affords me great pleasure to be abe to state that 
the-e has b-en lately an improvement in the o gan:- 
zation of that branch of the service, comb ni: g 
econ:my wit greater efficiency, and that te board 
of orduance officers whi h I was authorized to em- 
ploy last year, has been assiduous'y enga: ed and 
hes mide great pr. gr ss in reducing to a system 
the mode of fabricating all k nds of ordnance stores 
and in fixing their patteres, forms, and dimensions. 
The construction of war rockets has been com- 
menced, and experiments are in progress to test 
th ir effects; wh:le those which have heen tried in 
firing ho'low shot frcm howi zers of the largest 
calitre, have been entirely satisfactory. ‘The new 
buildings au horized by Congress for arsenals, ma- 
gazines, and depots of arms, are in progress of ccn- 
struction, and the works generally have been pressed 

on as far as ‘he funds would permit. 

At the risk of being importunate, I must aga'n 
urge th: expediency of selling the m neral lands. 
Experience has confirmed the views formerly 
presented on this subject, and proves conc'usive'y 
that no benefit wha‘ever resuls to the Un.ted 
States from the present system of leasing them wh le 
the advancement of that portion of the country is 
sensibly retarded, and the product of the mining 
operations much diminished by it. 

The duties of the Quartermaster’s Cepartment 
have been performed with an ability, integrity, and 
promptitude, which reflect the highest credit on all 
its officers, and their accounts have been rendered 
with commendable despatch and accuracy. Its 
present organization is sufficient to enable it to dis- 
charge all the duties which may devolve upon it in 
ace or war; and while it has contribu ed essen- 
tially to the efficiency of the service, it has intro- 
duced great economy in t'e administrative branches 
of tre army. 

The works under the direction cf the Quarter- 
master General, have been carried on as rapidly as 
circu.nstances would permit. The southern section 
of the great western road, extending from the Red 
river to the Arkansas, (one hundred and forty miles, 
has been completed. The middie section, exter d- 
ing from Fort Leavenworth to Marias de Cyzne, 
seventy-two miles, has also been finished, and mea- 
sures have been taken to continue the work to 
Spring river, eighty-six miles further. One hun- 
dred and twenty-eight miles will then rema n of the 
route te Arkansas, which will be work-d upon the 
next season. The survey of the route from Fort 
Leavenworth to Fort Snellirg has been completed; 
bat as the country presents an open prairie, that 
may te travers d in alt directions w.thoot d ff- 
eu'ty, I shall not do more than mark out the mest 
direct roue, unless ctherwis2 instructed by Con- 


The difficulty of obtaining laborer: at Fo t Smith 
The de- 
fences prij-c'ed cn the Ilinois river, west of the 
boundary of Arkansas, have been commenced by & 
detachment of dragoons vader Lieutenant Co 
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Mason, and will be prosecùted vigorously the next 
scason. 

I beg once more to call yourat‘ention to the sub- 
ject of paymasters, and to repeat my recommen: 
daton that two of the present paymasters should 
be appointed a sistant paymasters general, with 
the pay and emo‘uments of lieutenant co'one's, 
who, ia addition to their present duties, should 


have the superintendence of such officers of this 


branch of. the service as serve with armies in tie 
fie'd; and, further, to renew my application in 
favor of allowing paymasters, emp'oyed in pay- 
volunteers and militia, in active service, a 
smail per centage, to cover unavoidab’e losses and 
disailowances in the se tlement of their accounts. 
It will te seen by the report of the Surgeon 
General, that the med-cal staff of the army has 


been actively and steadily employed during the || 


past season. The officers of that important branch 
of the service deserve great credit for tie manner 


in which they have di-charged their laborious and | 


responsib'e duties. The disposition they manifest 
to avail themsetves of every opportunity to collect 


facts which may afford u-eful contributions to | 


science, is justly appreciated by the Departmcnt, 
and will be encouraged. The exensive disbu‘se- 
meats of the medical officers render it pecessary 
that the bureau here should be able to exact the 
strictest accountability trom them, and to examine 
and revise the accounts, so as to close them 
moathly, if possible. Owing to the want of proper 
assistance, they bad been suffered to fall into ar- 
rears, and have only been brougat up by keeping 
in the bureau an officer of the corps from impor- 
tant daties in the field. I recommend, therefore, 
that the office here be allowed an additional clerk. 
The extensive system of river ani harbor ipm- 
provemer ts, involving, as it dees, a very large ex- 
pzaditure of public money, equires revision, both 
in regard to the principle upon which suchinpr..ve- 


menis ought to be authorized, and the manner in | 


which they ought to be conducted. It is apparent 
that too many of these works have been anthcrized 
without that detailed examination which is neces- 
sary to determin» either their extent or gen ral 
usevulness, and commenced without inquiring 
whether the advantages to resalt from their com- 
pletiun are commensurate to the cost of their con- 
struction. Many of the artificial harbors, there- 
fore, sre altogether too small for the trade they are 
inteuded t5 shelter. Some of them are misplaced, 
waile others, aga:n, have been commence with so 
li t'e judgment, that it woald prove a cheaper prc- 
¢23s to move the town to a conveniest posi'i n, than 
10 remove the obstacles which obstruct the channel 
of the river that leads up to it; and yet large sums 


o monty have been expend-d in the latter at- | 


tempt. The already important and da‘ly increas- 
ing trade of the great lakes and estuaries which en- 
compass and inden: the United Stat s, demands the 
fostering care of the Government; but in order that 


its interference may be effectually and cons‘itu- | 


Lonally exerted, it ought to be confined to such 


works as are of general util ty, and not extended ` t 
© merdto your favorable consideration, the surg s- 
may require easier access for a market boat. This _, 


ino every creek or inlet where a favored village 


abis*, which is calculated to b ing the whole sys- 
‘ten into deserved disrepute, caa only be remedied 
by directiog a previous examination to be made by 
ts Department into the nature of the proposed 


work, and a full report on the proper method of ob- | 


taining the object conte nplated, setting forth the 
public, not partial, advantages likely to result 
from it, as well as the probab‘e cst of its com- 
pletion. 

I beg leave, through you, to offer my objections 
to the restrictions sometimes imposed by Congress 
oa tae manner of conducting wo.ks of interaal 
Improvement. The appropriation is frequently ace 
reed by directions to expend the money ac- 
i ag toa given plan. Now, it not unfrequently 

appens, tha: when the plan to which the Depari- 
ee comes to be well examined, it is 
sams he he inappl.eable, and, heretofore, large 
reba ae soa thrown away in attempts to carry 

‘ ut, because the engineers did not think 
themselves authorized tə alter or amend them in 
any particular. On the coast and on navigable 
waters, gales of wind or floods may affect, so mar 


: practical instruction of the cadets in fie'd engine r- | 
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terially, the s‘ructure of the place to be worked 
upon, as to require a total change of plan; or im- 
provements may be discovered or suggested, which 
never occurred to the original projector, and which 
may require an entire alteration in the mode of 
conducting the work, in order to secure efficiency 
and economy in its execution. The light-house 
projected on the Brandywine shoal, is an example 
of the pernicious cffects of this restriction. To 
execute this work, according to the plan adopted 
by Congress, will require s2 much more than the 


sum appropriated, that ith s been deemed piudent | 


not to begin the work at all unti! the whole esti- 
mated eost is placed at the disposition of the De- 
partment, the si uation o: the site rendering it 
very hazardous to leave a half finished work ex- 
posed to the fury of the winds and waves. Whereas, 
it is possible, if the Department were left at liberty 
to act, that the obj ct might be attained at much 
less expense. 

The report of the Chief of the Topographical 
Engineers, containing a mere than usually detailed 
statement of the history and progress of the works 
unier the immediate superintendence of tbat 
officer, will be presented in a few days; together 
with detailed es:imates of the probaòle cost of 
each work, and of the sums required from year to 
year; the same cours: will be pursued with re- 
spect to the improvements anil civii works: under 
the superintendence of the Chief Engice-r, so as 
to pr sent to Congress, at ove view, the wh: le 
subject of internal improvemenot. The plan of 
dis r ct and general inspecti:n and supervision, by 
super cr officers of topographical eng neers, lately 
adopted, seems caslculatei to ensure the faithful 
execution of the works under ther charge. Many 
officers of ths ¢ rps, have been actively employed 
during the past summer, in the discharge ct their 
military dues, rendering services which justiy 
the expectations enteraned by the Department, 
when :t was incorp rated into theserv.ce. Some 
few works of internal improvement remain uad-r 
‘the superintendence of the Ch'ef Engineer, ani 
an account of their progr.ss will te found in tre 
annexed r port of that officer. It is highly gr ti- 
fying to me, to be able to speak from my own 
patsoaal cbs*rvat on, of th2 activity, order, and 
good management which reign thronghout the 
works, both m litary and civ1, which are con- 
ducted by the officers of this corps. 

The present condition of the Military Acad my 
at West Poist, is very sats‘actury. The impor- 
tance of tais institution to the character of the 
army, is fully understood by the Depattment, and 
i's iuterest will be watched over wits vigilance and 
care. 

I cannot refrain fr m again callirg ycur atten- 


l tion t? the condition of the birracks at this 


The objections vrg d to the mi erable ac- 
dations of the soldi-rs, apply 'o the quar- 
A prop:r regaid 


post. 


comme 
ters provid-d for the cad:ts. 


for the health, mora's, and discipline of the: 


corps, requires that a more spacious and commo- 
dious bu lding shouid be erected there. I rezom- 


tions of the Chief Erg neer; in r laton to he 


i yng, and the creation of a body of vappers and 


| miners. 
| and in a condition to take the field, without a corps 


No army can be considered complete, 


of well instructed engineer soldiers; wh’c4, to be 
effective, must be taught their important duties in 
time of peace. The services of such men will be 
highly useful and economical at all times, not only 
as aids to the instraction of the cadets, but in the 
preservation of the fortifications, when they are, as 
at present, stripped of their garrisons by the exi- 
gencies of the service. 
Finding some deficiencies in the dragoon serv'ce, 
as to its regulations and details, with your permis- 
sion, three young officers of the first regiment have 
been sent to the cavalry school at Saumar, to be 
followed the next year by an equal number from 
the second regiment. Every facility has -been 
afforded by the French Government to carry: out 
this arrangement. . 

Recent examinations of the proceedings of courts 
martial have convinced me of the necessity of some 
farther legal provisions and fixed rales to render 
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them efficient, as well as fair and impartial tribu- 
nals. Justice to the public and to the army re- 
quires that this should be done with as little de'ay 
as pessib'e. From the want of power to compel 
the aitendance of citizens as witnesses, of a proper 
guide, and a well instructed judge advccate to aid 
the officers composing the courts, their decisiois 
are uncertain, frequently loose and contradictory, 
and too often conflict with those of preceding 
courts. I beg leave, therefore, respectfully to re- 
commend that a written system for the direc’ion of 
courts martial be prepared, which may be framed 
so asto be made applicable to the land and sea 
service, and that a judge advocate be appointed. 

_ From the report of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, it appears that the number of iavalid pen- 
sions has not diminished, but increased, during the 
last six years. In November, 1833, the number 
of invalid pensioners was 3,875. It now am wrts 
to 4,236. nis increase is to be atr.buted, ina 
great measure, to the hardships and dangers to 
which the trocps, b thof the army and mil‘tia, 
have been expose during the campaigas in Flo- 
rida. The number of pensioners inscribed on the 
rolls under the act of Ma'ch 18-h, 1818, for Revo- 
lutionary servic s, has gradually decreased from 
about 20,000 to 8,215. Under the act of June Tih, 
1832, the number of applicants amou.ts to 
34,918. Of ths number, 31,663 hae been pen- 
sioned. The lists of pensioners under this law 
have been reduced to 24,086. The number of 
persons who have applied for the benefils of the 
iaw of May 15h, 1828, w ich was intended solely 
for the relief of c2rtain officers and sold ers of the 
continental army who served tthe end of the war, 
amounts tə 2,156. Thoe who were pen-ioned 
amoun ed to 1,186, ff whi h 624 are yet on the roll. 
The numb:rcf widow.’ elaims, exhibite! uader 
the act of July 4th, 1836, is 4,771, of which 
3,094 have been admitied; and of ihis umber 
wh» were pensioned, only 2,512 are now on the 
rolls, and supposed t> belv.ng. Under the law 
g-anting five year» pay to the widows of Revolt 
tionary officers, soldiers, s2amen, and marines, who 
were married prior to 1794, the number of claims 
amounted to 6.267, and 4,456 of that number 
have received the benefits of the law. 
During the last year few claims have been 
admitt-d under the act of July Sth, 1832, 
eatitled “An ect to provide for 1quidating 
ard paying certain claims of the State of Virgi- 
niz;” a considerable number, howcver, yet remains 
unsettled. The sums paid during the past year, 
under that law, amount to $8,910 22. The whole 
amount expended the last year, under the several 
persion laws, is $3,090,664 69. 

Great inconvenience is experienced from beit g 
obliged to intrust the payment of pensioners to 
cerporati ms and individuals, who rece.ve no com- 
pensation for transacting the business. The only 
inducement of the agents to continue in office, is 
the hope that Congress will pass a law allowing 
them some compensation. Should Congress, how- 
ever, think proper to adopt the plan recommended 
hy you for the safe keeping of the pube money, 
the establishments for that purpose m‘g'tt be charged 
with the payment of pensions without any further 
cast to Government. 

The period fixed by law for the duration of the 
office of Commissioner of Pensions expres in 
March, 1849, and I respectfully recommend that it 
be continued for such term of time as shall be 
deomed most expedient by Congress. 

I cannot avoid again adverting to the very se- 
rious inconvenience inflicted upon the poorer c'ass 
of pensiosers, by the law of the 6h of April, 1838, 
which fixes the period of eight months for the re- 
turn to the Treasury of unclaimed pension funds. 
The present operation of the law is unnecessarily 
bardensome to the cfficers charged with ity execu- 
tion at Washington, and very harassing to the 
pens'oners, who frequently, after taking lona aoe 
neys in the hope of rec: iving the sum asa g ? 
them by Government, return to their homes disap 

ointed and destituse. ; 

The beneficent intentions of Government, in ap- 

e f-r the education and cvi- 
propriating targe sums f Sme cause OF 
lization of the Indians, have, ae. Pak. Sarul] 
other, been frustrated, or at best, but p J 


$6... 
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LN eR m a 


ane wegen tte 


Jealized.._ If we expect to extend among these peo- 

the. blessings of know civilization, aod 

istianity, we must establish schools within their 
own country; and begin by teaching their chil- 
dren what will be practically useful to them in 
after life. Having herefure dwelt fu'ly on this 
tapic, I shall. con eat myself with referring you to 


the full and practical view taken of it by the Com- ~ 


missioner of Indian Affairs in his report, and re- 
commending the eary adoption of the plan pro- 
rowdy him for the education of the Lodian youth 


I abstained, from carrying into full. effect the 
treaty with the Winnebago Indians. this year, be- 
cause I was willing to give hem time to deliberate 
oa the expediency of at once removing .to the 
country southwest of the Missouri; a measure 
which, white it would be advantages to the Govern- 
ment, would prove highly beneficial to the Indians. 
From causes already stated, the neutral ground, to 
which they are to be removed, unless they consent 
to er. ss the Missouri river, cannot be regarded as 


their permanent place of. se-idence. It is now the © 


hunting and battle ground of two warlike nations, 
the Sioux and 
sions, if not active host.lities, they will be exposed; 
and it is enclosed within the limits of a great terri- 
tory, destined, at no distant period, te become a 
Sta e, from which the General Government will be 
ex;ected, by fr.eadly negotiations, to remove the 
Ind an population. . Their existence in the country 
they now inhabit is attended with sach serious and 
inc:easing inconvenience to: the white population, 
which encircles and hems them in-on every. site, 
that their removal will not be devayed beyond the 
ensuing +pring... If the efforis to -obtaia their con- 
gent to establish their permanent residence south- 
west of the Mussouri should unfortunately. fail, 
tney wal be required to take up their.line of march 
m he neut:al ground early in the spring.. 

boasi saion the: p'an sugges:ed by, the Commis, 
siener of Indian. Affairs for the future disbursement 
of Indian fands.. From my experience of the ma- 
nagement of the pay nt of the army, and 
from the similarity of.toe duties these Officers now 
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ference .of the Government in all such canes; but 


| country for the prompt trial and punishment of 


and to civilize tbe Indians by preventing unprinci- 


fomented. . . 


some permanent provision is required to prevent a 
recurrence of similar excesses. Tribuna's in the 


crimes would, perhaps, prove the most efficient 
me hod of res‘raining these people from treacher- 
ously murdering each other. The fear of retribu- 
lion might prevent a tyrant chieftain from sending 
forth assassins to wreak his vengeance upon those 
who refuse to humble themselves before him, and 
ihe certainty of punishment deter them from exe- 
cuting such. orders. “Such tribunals would contri- 
bute most essentially to ameliorate the condition 


pled men frem introducing among them spiritous 
liquors and gambling tables, and otherwise seeking 
to.take advantage of vices they themselves have 


The exploring party to which I alluded in my last 
year’s report, has, during the last summer, visited 
and examined with care the great valley of the 
rivet Jagues, and that of the Mayenncs, which dis- 
charges its waters. into the Red river of. the | 


L north, as likewise the rich and fer.i'e table land | 


; go ee 
ove and i1ecommend to.your favorable 


b2rlorm with th:se p:opo:¢i to be imposed upon | 


them, nodonbt res's. upon my mind that the scheme 
unites, in a hgh degree, economy, secur.ty, and 
. As.the period is: fast approaching ‘when the 
ates. will be altogether rel-eved from their Indian 
population, which 
to their advancement, x 3 
be removed to a permanent, and peacėful. home, 
far fromthe causes which led to their degradation 
and were tapidiy p.oduciog thie ruin and exter~ 
mination, it becomes a subject of grave considera- 
tion and deep anxiety to.determine.on, the most e:i- 


gible and. practical mode, of. providing for the.r. go- . 


vernment.., , Many projects for -the better govern- 


‘ment 2 


sen'ed 


s.: 


„to Congress, and one.of them, parually acted 
. The refasal of some of the tribes te assent 
to its: provisions: eto ase its. failure, which is 
scatce'y to. be regretted... A confederation of dis- 
s‘milar tr.bes;a many ge aleriy Parant 
might have. been daogerous;and ceriaiuly woul 
have besg productive of much confusion, Theex- 
perience, howeve-, of the. a-t sommer, Conyinces 
ne that something. must speedily be done to prevent 
the Indians a:sembled west af,the Mississ ppi from. 
destr.ying, each oher. We have. lately seen a 
connci!, ecmpo-e! of the most civilized porticn of 
a.tribe, whose |. ng residence among the whites had, 
it was hop-d, ta-gbt-th mthe elements of sel‘-zo- 
verament snd the fir-t principtes of religion a 
 justicr,..ass:mbled together. to license. the ` most 
atrvei-us. ermes, and sending. forth fiom its 
b som. a gang of d sperado:s. to murder, their 
pe ceable and anoffending bietaren; an order which. 
was executed, wih circum tances of savage bar- 
barity. The motive fur this cruel deed was to 


inflict vengeance upon those who signed ihe treaty” 
. A pew decree has siece ` 


of New Echota in 1835. 
ome forth, pallawing others. who have, in like, 


sane!" the party in power, and they are 


and civilization ef the Indians have been_pre- — 


Sacs and Foxes, to whose incur- | | 
searches extend lo Devil’s like, situate between the | 
t 


which. separates these two valleys. Their re- | 


' 48th and 49th degrees of north latitude, which 


presen‘ed so serious.an obstacle |; 
and the Indians .th: mselves | 
' to eonstruct.a physical and topographical map of 


‘above: the level of the-sea, 


| the sources of the Mississippi 


_gree. of longitude, and 40th -and 
l tions esutiously.and slowly conduc‘ed, will prive, 


could 


| three years; aad it is- beleved. that -an equal 


. this,enterprise favorably, 


- Jakes. » The. great ; 
these inland seas demands the.attention of Govern- 


conden’ 4o be bumed down and destroyed like. |j- 
wild bee ey iat ipale ions call for the intere 


; was found to be between forty aud forty-five miles ; 


long, and, in places, half that width; its shores ; 
well wooded, aad its waters, which are as salt as 
those-of the ocean and abound ia fish, interspersed | 
with numerous islands, likewise covered with wocd. 
These physical characters are common to sev: ral | 
oth-r smaller lakes that are found in this region of 
coun'ry, where salt is, ,»8o..abundant that in: many 
laces it. effloresces on jhe surface of the earth, 
‘rom Devil’s lake the. party. proceeded eat to the 
great valley of.the Norih -Red liver, making a 
recenneisance-of: the streams: which fall into.it.on 
the we:tern'side. - Ths, with the northera slope 
of the great p airie, is represented to be a country 
of sarpassing fersiity and beauty, The slope rises 
fo a fine tab'e land, about nineteen hundred Seet 
and is watered. by. fre- 
quent. streams abcunding ia fish, that, alter swell- 
ing.two small lak $, form at «their confluence. the 
piver St..Leers. The so.l of th's table land is very 
righ, and wi I sapport a numerus population, that 
would enjoy the advantages of inhabiting one of 
the mst beautiful and: heal:hy regions of: thefar - 
nor hwest; -.. = ee ee re ae: 
‘When the.calcu'ations of the o‘servations made 
this sammer shall. be -worked ont, the Department 
will possess a l the materia's necessary, tq enable. it 


th's-porivn of. pur country, which, adjed to. that 
already ia our posse sicn,, from the same hand, of 
and North Red riser, 

view, the .vart.réegien.of eoun- 
between. the 87th and, 400th de- 
and -Adth-dearee.of 
northlatitude. .,, b.is believed. that tese exploras 


wiil present, atau 
try comprenend 


much more useful in their results, both as regaris | 
t:e ge graphy and -nataral h'story of that pots 

tion. of our conntry, thao. the great expel: 
tons. which ‘have. frecedel them, ‘and: which 
not devote..the time necessary to. ac- 


ure. the. accurate infurma'ion now sought for. 


They have, been ‘arred.on,steadi'y. for the, last 


term.of time, will be required to eompiete them, by 
extendiag our researches oser the Rocky. mouar 
tains to the shores of, the, Pacific. ocvan. ; Hopes | 
are entertained that.Congress will continue to view | 
ris, enterpris and enable th: . Depart- | 
to despatch the. 


ment, by an early appropriation, 
exploring party in due season. —- , = 
.Lhave asked for an appr priation for surveys 
connected with the mi‘itary defences of the cerunt y. 
One object of this request.is to enable the Depast 
ment to-commence hydrographical surveys of the 
; j and increasing commerce of 


ment.’ There exists no correct chart, of. them. 
Navigators .are,constantly .exposed. to encounter 
unknown dangers, and the annual loss of live and 


ronerty: ia very great-., Thisimporient work. o 
Roig be longer deiss, J, PONSETI 
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REPORT FROM 
THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
November 30, 1839. 

Sir: In the performance of a da‘y annually de- 
volving on this Department, I have the honor to 
submit the following report: 

The squadron now employed in the Mediter- 
ranean comprises the Ohio ship of the line, 
the frigate Brandywine, and the sloop of war 
Cyane—the whole commanded by Commod re 
Isaac Hull. No interruption to our commerce 
has occurred in that sea since my last report; and 
by the answers of the respective consuls of the 
United States, res:d-nt at the principal ports, to the 
queries or our commanders, copies of which have 
been received at the Department, it appears that 
no obstacle is thrown in its way by the authorities 
of any nation on its borders. 

At the da'e of my last annual report, the force 
in the Pacific, under Commodore Ball:rd, con- 
sisted of a ship of the line, two slocps of war, 
and two schooners. The ship of the line and one 
of the schooners have returned to the United States; 
the other schconer is now on her way; the two 
sloops of war have been ordered home, the period 
of their cruise having expired, and may be ex- 
pected early in the spring. 

To supply the place of the force thus withdrawn, 
a frigate of the first class, under Commo ‘ore Clax- 
ton, who succeeds Commodore Ballard, sailed from 
New York in May last, with instructions to land 
our Minister, Mr. Ellis, at Vera Cruz, and thence 
proceed with all diligence toher destination. She 
has been followed by a sloop of war and a schoo- 
ner, and the squadron now consists of a frigate, a 
‘sloop of war, and a schooner, all of which, it is 
presumed, are now on the station. By the latest 
accounts, affairs in that quarter continued in a 
state of great confysion and uncertainty. Revolu- 
tions of rulers rather then principles still agitate 
these regions sọ favored-by natdre, and : ihe com- 
merce-of neutrals continues to require the protec 
tion of a competent naval force: >~ ae 
_ -Commodcre Claxton has been directed to employ 
one.of his vessels in cruising withiacthe guifof Cas 
Jifornia, and along the northwest coat of America; 
and, if cireumstanees will. -permity te despatch 
another to visit the Sandwich and Friendly islands, 
with a view to afford. countenance aad preteetion 
to-wessels of the United States employed in thé 
whale fisheries. : 2 
: The equadron on the Brazilian stati n, andet 
Commodore Nicolson, comprises 4 razee shd i 
brig Dolphin having beén order: 
ed- home for repairs, afd t6'convey to ‘the Unikd 
S-ates the seamen. whcse term of sérvitehad et. 


i. pired; or was about to-expite. The frigate United 


States, under Commodore Ridgely, appoih(ed w 
bucceed: Commo ore Nieolsons s ftiig Gut Tor the 
purprse; of relieving that omar; andis wow on the 
eve of sailing. tee caf “Sei dgtssty Goo GRY OF Pe 


2 The stop: Maton’ kas prieited ahh Moje 
Siates, and tHe biig Ente. prise is afso defined for 
that station. The squadron will consist of a fri- 


gate, a slodp of war, anda brig, and will be ine 
creased as occasion requins. — pea ea 


’In‘eraal dissensions still 


enh old 


agitate, the slated bogder 


` ing onthe river La Plata,apparent'y with locreass 


| ing violence;. the novel system of a ‚war pf biogks 


ade, so vexatious to; neutral, commerye, coinage 
to be prosecnted by France, and the necessity, for @ 
naval force in that quarter, js increased cather. tijan 
diminished. Urme ET sok Ge emery ec otk 
- Tne squadron operating ia the ga'f-of Maxico 


| and the Wast: Indirs,.wae: setif medsby A96 


sloops of . war, andthe whole-plated ider Gom» 
modo"e. Wm. -B. Shubdtak, appo nie] lo: qpeoeed 
Commedere Dallas, who retired from: ibe scout 
mani. -The misunders'andirg at that (ime exitieg 
between Mexico and-Franee daring binge beesi 
adjusted, and the laiter: having relinquished "the | 
bk ckade of: the: paris, of the former;twe: sivops <f 
waren) .schocner, which were.calered to: th 
nor k for-zepai s, have: rot been tepleord by ther 3 
_. Tre gohooner, after nadetgoing she: mecrnesry . 
repairs, was employed OA special srryies. fhe 
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has since returned, and is now des‘ined for a craise 
on the coast of Africa. 

Subsequently to the withdrawal of these vessels 
from the West India staticn, a third sloop of war, 
requiring extensive repai's, was ordered to the 
North, and has arrived at Norfolk. The squadron 
now comprises a frigate and four s‘oops of war, 
which may be increased should circumstances 
indicate the propriety of such a measure. 

Tae force employed in the Indian and China 
seas consists of the frigate Columbia, and corvette 
Jobn Adams, under Commodore Read, who arrived 
atMacao the 26th of April last, and continued 
there, by the last accounts, at the earaest solicita- 
tions of the American consal and citizens resident 
at Canton, who considered themselves in a some- 
what critical position, in consequence of the deci- 
sive measures taken by the Chinese Government 
for the sappression of the illicit trade in opium car- 
tied on by English residents at that place. These 
apprehensions were, however, subsiding, and it is 

umed that Commodore Read has long since 
proceeded in fulfilling his general instructions. 

While at Columbo, having received information 
that a daring act of piracy, accompanied by the 
murder of two American citizens, had been recently 
committed by the inhabitants of Muckie, in the 
idand of Samatra, Commodore Read, acting under 
his general instructions, promptly proceeded to the 
scene of outrage. 
dress by the restoration of the plundered property 
and the surrenderer of the murderers, he inflicted a 

severe and merited chastisement on the barba- 


rians. 

The South Sea Exploring Expedition left the 
island of Madeira on the 28th of September, 1338, 
and arrived at Rio Janeiro on the 23d of Novem- 
ber following. After replenishing his stores, and 
refreshing his crews, Lieutenant Wilkes then pro- 
ceeded, in the execation of h's instructions, to sur- 
yey the mouth of Rio Negro and its neighboring 
coasts. Thence he preceeded to Terra del Fuego, 
where, leaving a portion of the squadron and scien- 
tifie corps to prosecute their researches, he stretched 
into the Southern ocean, beiweea the 105 degree 
of west longitude on the western coast of Pal- 
mer’s land; retarning, he joined the vessels left 
at Terra del Fuego, and arrived at Valparaiso on 
the 15th of May, 1839. During the passage, the 
squadron separated in a severe gale, and did not 
join company till the 25th of March. 

A portion of the squadron penetrated to the 70th 
degree of South latitude, where it encountered vast 
masses of ice, and narrowly escaped being frozen 
up. Lieutenant Wilkes became satisfied that, 
owing to the lateness of the season, it was impos- 
sible to make any farther progress, and the under- 
taking was relinguisbed with the intention of re- 
saming it at a more-favorable time of tke year. 

The expedition, w.th the exception of the Sea 
Qui), which separated in a gale, arrived at Valpa- 
raiso on the 15th of May last; lefi that port fer 
Callao the 6th of June, and sailed thence for the 
Sandwich islands, since which time no despatches 
have been received from the comman@ing officer. 

Thus far the expedition has not been without be- 
nefitto commerce, having ascertained beyond all 
reasonable doubt, that various sheals and obsiruc- 
lions laid down in charts have no existence. 

The officers, whether employed in professional 
duties or scientific pursui s, are s’ated by Lieuten- 
ant Wilkes to be ardent and indefatigable in their 
exertions; and there is reason to believe, that if no 
ney discoveries are made of unknowa lands or 

is'ands, it will be because none exist in that re- 
Bion of the globe. 

duri steam frigate Fulton has been employed 

is a on past season under Captain Perry, who 

re an ads their superintendence, in prosecut- 
cumsan eo with Paixhan guns, a CT- 

There is lin report of which is daily expected. 

be hi ile reason to doubt that the results will 

je highly interesting and important. 

Biche surveys directed by acts of Congress have 

ii E perean to the extent of the means placed 

of cide sc Ferd Department. Under the act 

shoo „March, 1837, the United States 
nd se wee and steamer Engineer, loan- 
by the War Department, hive been employed 


i templation to adopt a model presen'ed by a distin- 
$] guished officer of the navy to be pr pelled by a dif- 


n i| ferent description of machinery. 
Here having vainly sought re- | 
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under the direction of Lieutenart Glynn in survey- 
ing the harbors of Beaufort and Wilmington, 
North Carolina. These surveys have been com- 
p'eted, and will be laid before Congress at the pre- 
sent session. 

The United States brig Consort is now fit ing out 
under Lieu‘enant G'ynn for the purpose of com- 
p'e ing other surveys, directed by the same act, 
which were relinquished in consequence of the 
sickness of his officers. It is confidently ant'ci- 
pated that the whole will be completed and a re- 
port made to Congress previous to its adjourament. 

In compliance with the provisions of the second 
section of the act making appropriations for the 
naval service of the year 1839, two steam friga‘es 
have been commence}, one at New Yerk, the other 
at Philadelphia. The engines and boilers have 
been contracted for, and are now in progress. 
These two vesse's willbe built on the same model, 
one to be propelled by vertical, the other by en- 
gines on an inclined p'ane of the same power, with 
a view to.te-t their respective advantages and dis- 
advantages, there being a great divers ty. ofopinion 
on this question among practical engine rs. The 
th rd steam frigate authorized by tre act aforesaid, 

l has not yet been put on the steks, it being in con- 


By your direction, the schooner Grampus, under 
Lieutenant Paine, sailed from Norfolk in Septem- 
ber last, fur the ceast of Newfoundland, with in- 
structions to inquire into the nature and causes of 
the seizure and condemnation of certain American 
vesse’s engaged in the fisheries, Lieut. Paice hzs 
returned, afier perform'ng this duty in a satisfac- 
tory manner, and reported the result of his cru‘se. 

The fieqnent and increasing violations of the 
laws for the suppre:sion of the slave trade on the 
coast of Af:ica, by vessels owned by foreigners, 
but prostituting the flag of the United States to 
their nefarious purposes, induced you to direct that 
two fast sailing ve sels, of the smaller class, should 
be fit ed out, for the purpose of arresting these vio- 
lations of our laws and of the rights of the people of 
Africa. One will probably have sai'ed before this 
report is receive], and th2 other is only waiting 
the completion of some necessary repairs to follow 
with all practicable despatch. 

Navy pension fund.—The number of invalid pen- 
sioners is 456, and the sum annually required to 
pay them is $38,844 74. The number of widow 
peasioners is 330, and the annual amount of their 
peasions is $62,064. The number of minor chil- 
dren pensioners is 115,and the amouut of ther 
pensions is $14,314; making an aggregate of 901 
pensioners, and $110,122 74. 

The amount ot stocks to the credit of the Navy 

pension fund, 1st of Oct. 1839, was $390,832 25 
On the Ist of October, 1839, 251,139 00 


Difference - - - - $137,693 25 

Whichsam wes applied to the payment of pen- 
sions granted by acts of Congr ss, and a-coun's 
reported by the F urth Auditor aad S.cond Comp- 
troller. 

About $55,000 will be required to pay pensiors, 
which will beccme due the Ist of January, 1840, 
and t» meet arrearages as they may be reported. i 

The whole amount of the fund having hereto- 
fore been inves‘ed in ban’, Stat", ard corporation 
socks, which are now greatly depreciated, the sum 
above state! cannot prebably be realized by tve 
ssle of less than $80,000 cr $90,000 of stocks. In 
the hope that they may intom? degree recover from 
this s at2 of depression, and unwi.ling to make so 
great a s7erifice, I would sug-est that the subject 
be brought to the early at‘ent'on of Congre:s. 

On the 34 of March, 1837, the capital cf the na- 
vy pension fund was $1,115,329 53; ant prz- 
vious'y to the act of Congress of that date “fr the 
more equitable admin’stration of the navy pensien 
fund,” the annual ivterest and dividends were suf- 
ficient to defray all the expenditures. Under this 
act the navy pension fund has dec eased with in- 
creasing celer.ty, a large portion of the p-nsiors 
granted in conformity with its provisions involving 


arrearages commencing maby years anterior {o its 


passage. 
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The pen-ions to inva'ids now on the list are for 
life, and not during the continuance of disability, 
as was the cas2 before the pass ge of the act of the 
14th of July, 1832; those to widows until they sha'l 
marry or die; and those to children un il they at- 
tain the age of twenty-one yeas. It is there- 
fore certain that at the end of two years, 
at farthest, the navy pensien fund will be ex- 
haust'd. - Under the existing laws there is not 
the least prespect of any decrease in the number of 
pensioners or the amount of their pensions; and, 
consequent y, Congress will be called upon to re- 
deem the pledge contained in the nin hsection of the 
art of 23d April, 1800, to make good any defic ency 
in the navy pension fund arising out of its own le- 
gislation. 

Tre first section of the act of 3d March, 1837, 
provides that pensions to widows or chi'dren shall 
be paid from the daʻe of the demi e of the husbands 
or fathers. The only con‘ition is, that the d:mise 
shali have happened in the naval service. No 
distinctioa whatever is made in regard to the cawe 
of manner of death; or the per cd of service of the 
deceased; all are placed on the same footing, and 
all alike partake of the national boanty. 

Arrearges of pensions for mere than thiriy-seven 
years, in one ins'anee involving the payment of 
more than $29,000, have been paid under this sec- 
tion, which has mainly caused the rop.d dimination 
of a fund originally constituted for the sole purpose 
of providing for officers and seamen only, disabled 
in the naval service. : 

A claim has been presented on account of an in- 
dividual who died in 1800, about a month after his 
entry into the service, and if allowed, a large sum 
will be required to pay it. But net being certain 
that this first section was intended to authcr.ze such 
profuse expenditure of the navy pension fund, I 
have su:pend-d the paymen’, and now refer the 
claim for the decision of Congress. 

The second section of the same act provides that 
“pensions «hich may have been granted, or which 
shall hercafter te granted to officers, seamen, and 
marines, in the naval service, disabled by wounds 
or injuries received in the line of their daty, sh It 
commence from the time when they were dis- 
abled.” Ith:s teen found smpossible to dis: rimi- 
nate, with any degree of accuracy, in cases eccor 
ring at such remote pericds, as to the precise time 
at which the disability commenced, and the date of 
the wound or injury has necessarily been assumed, 
as that of the commencement of the pension, 
although, in many cases, thee were strong circum- 
stances indicating that the disability did not occur 
until long afterward. Jt may also be remarked 
that unter this section of the act of 34 of March, 
1837, in connection with the 8:h sec‘ion of the act 
of 23d April, 1800, persons wounded, or ctierw'se 
ir jured, thirty or thirty-five years ago, may Te eve 
p2nsions, commencing from the time when the ins 
juries were sustained, although they have remained 
ia the service ever sincs, in the enjoyment of ful 
piy an? must continue to do so until Congress shat? 
otherwise direct. i $ 

Under the liberal construc ion given to the navy 
peasioa laws of the United States, it has been here- 
tofo:e assumed that full pensions and full pay my 
be allowed at cne and the same time, to the same 
persons; and some imes it has not been cons dered 
necessaly, or even discret onary, in executing these 
laws, 1o exclude persons affl-c ed wih diseases ant 
infirmities, to which mankind are subjected in 
every situation, and uncer all circumstances of 
life. It is at all tmes difficalt to discriminate be- 
tween disabii:t'es occasioned by hereditary or con- 
stitutional predisposition to disease, and those that 
are the direct and inmediite consequence cf the 
peculiar expcsures inciden'al to the raval service. 

A similar difficu'ty occurs in casesef disabilit es, 
occasioned cr aggravated by hali s of intemp ran 'e 
and diss pation. Yetall tveses-en equa'ly com; Te- 
hended in the various provisions of the pens 08 laws; 
and n» matter what may have been ‘he term of ser- 
vice, wheter ye:r, months, or days; all claim a 

i d during life, uader a 
shaie of the navy pension fon it is true that 
liberal construction « f the stata’e’ DISE eps 

of must be satis’ace- 
these laws declare that the pro 

: Department. Yet, what may 
tory 10 fhe head of the Dep te ia hie manne 
satisfy one man, may Bot Operae JAn r 
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ea another differently constituted; and hence has 
arisen much diversity of prac.ice under the admi- 
nistration of different p:rsons.. owe 

Accompanying this report is a -document 
exhibiting a. statement and analysis of the 
various publ c acts of Congress, in relation to navy 
pensions and the navy penson fund. The mnlti- 
ication of these laws, and the various cons‘ruc- 


tions placed upcn-them.at different times, seem to- 
indicate, the propriety. of adopting a -less compli- 


cated system... I wonld alto. take the occasion to 
state, that whatever disposilion may be nade of 
the subject, it -has become. necessary to relieve the 
head of the Department from the labor and respon- 
sibility of this.port ‘on of his duties. Aone 
Almost every app'ication for a pension involves 
- tee necessity of.a close and critical examination of 
testimony, together with a reference to various 
laws, and the time r.quired. to do this as it ought to 
be done, materially interferes with cther and indis- 
ble avocations.. . 


‘The act of 3d of March, 1837, on which Ihave © 
it my duty to offer these remarks, has | 
Deen the principal source of the decline of the | 
( | portment, their habis of order and indastry, and 


“thought 


navy pension fand. Under its operation, that fund 
~ bas sunk, in, e 1 
$1,115,329 53, to. $253,139; aud, as I have before 
stated, about $55,000. will be requi ed to meet de- 
mands, which will become due on, the Ist of 
January, 1840. > ee ere 
_ Tagain.take occasion to invite your attention to 
the appropriation for.a dry dock at New York. . 
 Thesum of $100,000, as.igned in the year. 1835 
go that object, having, with the except on of a small 
amount for surveys, been no part of it expended, in. 
con. equeace of difficelties in. the selection of a site, 
“has reverted to the Treasary. I earaesily recom» 
mend its reappropriation. - EEE Sek PS 
“The dicove y of a new and more capacious en- 
france into the harbor by Lieutenant Gedacy, 
which, if ever known, had been long since forgot- 
ten, has. removed the -only. plausible objection 
hitherto.yiged against the expediency of a measure 
_ which appears to be recommended by.so many c-n 
_ "Taeceatral position of this port, the facilities res 
galting from its two entrances and outlets, at a great 
distarce from each other, aod the ample means the 
city affords far repairing, manning, and sapplying 
_ vessels of war,all point it ontes a station deserving 
peculiar attention. As an add.tional season, it. is 
. proper. io state that two ships of the line are now 
_ dying at the navy yard ia a siate of rapid cecay, 


“which canrot-be repaired without going into dock, 


and cannot be removed withoat almost, a certainty: 


of to:ai_loss,.. A. very few years will place them + 
resch of recovery, and they must be — 


beyond. the 
either broken up, or sink where they now are. 


_ Ldeem. it proper, also, t» bring to your notice an | 
to the intcr.sts.of the | 
; conduce to the goad of the servi e, the Department 
| has directed. the Board of Navy Cammusioners, 
_dseriminate between thore-who are, and those who. | 


abuse of great importance 
service. Numerous instances occur. of the enlist- 
ment of minors; and it is obviously impossib’e to 


are not, of legal age. . api een 
_, After receiving, the alvance of pay; and. becom- 
ing, perhaps, indebted, to the parser. in. , addition, 
they apply tọ a.lawyer.or magistrate,, procare a 
habens corpus, and obtain. heir release without any. 
legal obligation, topay the debt thus contracted. 
"Phe . instrnc’ions, to..recruiting officers authorize 
them. to cause an, cath to .be. administered in cases 
of donbt;. but it bas teen decided that its. violation 
does notsnbj.ct the. offender to legal punishment. 
Cases analagons to.these. frequently cccar in the 
enlistment, of .appreotices. auiborized by act of 
Congres: They .ate:,opeasionally. presental by 
persons claimi: gto be.ther.pareats or guardians, 
and received accordingly. After remaining umil 


tsey ase sufficientiy. educated, and capable of being | 
uscfal to. their real parents, the. latter come fore | 
_ ward, prove the wholg. cae.a fraud, procure a | 
habeas corpus, 2nd release the apprentice after be | 


~ hasbeen maintained and educate; at the public ex- 


pl. would, therefore, ; respectfully "recommend the. 


pasange pf. a law authorizing recraitixg officers to 


{o,be administered. 40 „persons offer- 
in gases where their..majeri'y iè 


EEJ GAs, 19 parents pr guardians 


ee 
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ia liule more than two years, from :; 


| presenting boys as apprentices to the navy, ‘the 


“capable, intelligent seamen, more strongly attached 


| on them. . 


_ which is without. the means or the prospect of à 


“they were apprenticed. to iheir coun'ry, they woukl 


of leisure as the muliiolic'ty. ef its other tabors 


“laid before t 
“present, session, and itis believed. tha's w:th some 
-modification of the law ‘fcr ihe betier govetn- 


| 


tr 


` sọ far as its influence extenda, su tain the navy of 


‘discipline of the s. rvice, is to keep in commission 


Dec. 1856; 
Fen. & H. of Reps. 


Report of the Postmaster General: 


with. presented. All the re'renchments will be 
found in other branches of expenditure, and the 
current service of the ensuing year has been left 
untouched and undiminished. 

The estimates of the Board of Navy Comm’s- 
sioners, for the naval service of 1840, havebeen 
mad» with eve y regard to economy deemed com- 
patible with the great interests of the country. 
Whenever variations occur between the present 
e-timates and the preceding ones, short explanato:y 
notes are appended, giving the reasons for the 
change. : 

I take this occasion respectfully to recommend 
the passage of a law, for bringing under one gene- 
ral head sll the special acts which authoriz : the 
building or rebuilding of pariicu'ar vessel», as 
weil as those relating to their repairs. A b:ll for 
this purpose was reported during the last session of 
Congress, and is presume] to have faile l to tecome 
a law in cons:quence of inability to reach it in 
time. I conceive it will be b-ghly advantageous to 
the service by placing materials fur builiicg, re- 
pairing, and equipping vessels genevaliy, at the 
di- posal of the Department for all such purposes, 
atthe precise period they.are wanted, and before 
they deteriorate ty time and exposure. 

Another advantage would be, greatly s'mplify ing 
accounts at all the naval stations by disbursing 
officers, and at the Treasury. 

These, and o her minor results of convenience 
and economy, in my op nion, all unite in recom- 
mendiog the measure. 

Should the further sum of $340,000 be trans- 
ferred from the appropriation for the gradual im- 
provement of the navy, towards completing the two 
steamers as proposed in the estimates, the remain- 
der of that appropriation, amounting to $410,000, 
which would become available in 1840, by the 
existing laws, will not, in all probability, be neces- 
sary, as the balance on hand will be sufficient to 
meet all expenditures ander that head for the en- 
suing year. That portion of the appropriation 
may, therefore, it is believed, be postponed until 
1841, without injury to the. service, should it te 
thought expedient, provided the whole amount of 
transfers is eventoally returaed. = > 

It will be perceived that the Board of Navy 
Commissioners has again submitted an estimate 
for additional. clerks, which ave daily becoming 
more indispensable to the prompt discharge of the 
public busin: ss committed to its svperintémdence. 
The multiplication of recosds, the labor of inves: 
| tizating past transactions, so often necsssafy tò 
refer to, and which increases with the lapse of time; 
combined with the progre sive expansion of the 
country, and g.owth of the navy, al: call for addi- 
tional labor and additional means for its perform- 
ance., The plan for a reorganizatioa ‘oF the 
Department, prepared in pursuance of a-resolution 
adopted at the last session of Congress, ‘contem- 
plates such. addition to the hambtet of clerks, as ld 
deemed evential to carry it into operation should 
it be-adopted, and: will render any farther action 
op this point unnecessary, © > o 05e T ae 
` i Believing that the creation ofa higher’; ide of 
rank, than’is now recogni ed it the hivy, Wil be 
‘advantageous to thé service, for reasons whit 
have been too often presetited ‘to’ require repetitiót; 
_ I again offer the subject to your oón-idera'ion. 

© > Re pectfally submited, ” - teak 
Da Capi Se Sta agg J. K. PADLDING)" 
- To the Faxswenr of the United Sixes > ` rs 
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violation of which should te declared a perjury, 
and subject the ofiender to legal prosecution and 
punishment. 

Should this sy-tem of apprenticeship be carried 
to the ex‘ent of which it is susceptib'e, I look for- 
ward to itas a source of great and lasting benefit 
to the navy. There is.every reasonable prospect 
of its becoming a nursery for the supply of pet y 
officers, one of the most important coust.tuen's in 
the service, nor.can J doabt but that it may te 
made.the means of supplying. a large number of 


to their country by the benefits she has conferie] 


~The result, thus far, has been highly encouraging. 
A spirit of excitement and emulation prevails 
among these boys; their conduct, with rare excep- 
tions, 1s correct and exemplary; examples of prefli- 
gacy and cases of deszrtion seldom occur; com- 
manders of vessels of war are, without exception, 
anxious to have at least one tenth of their crews 
composed of them; and the reporis from receiving 
ships give uniform testimony to their general de- 


their capacity for the acquisition of those branches 
of learning, and that prac ical knowledge of their 
profession, which fit them for future us:fulness. 

l have endeavored to call the attention of magis- 
tra‘es, parents, and gaardians, to the means af- 
forded by this sys‘em, of providing for that large 
c’ass of. unfortunate children which has become s»? 


numerous, most especially in our large ci i-s, and 
comfortable main‘enance, or of acquitieg.even the 
rudiments of education. . If, instead of permiting 
them to live in idleness, expcsed to every 'empta- 
tim, ani. plunzi'g p-ematurely into every vice, 


receive sach an education as tenefits their sta'ion, 
and acquire those habits of sobriety, honesty,or ler, 
and industry, which would ‘go far.to. render those 
who are so-apt, to become the bane-of society, efi- 
cient supporters. of the honor. and interes‘s of their 
country... 8 ee on ie wed aids 
“Under the act of Congress. which direc'e1 a re- 
vision and exteasicnof the rules and regulations 
of the service, approved 19th May, 1832,-a board 
of navel officérs was convened by the Department, 
and. their. proceedings | communicated -to Con- 
gress.. No action, however, was taken by that body, 
in consequence, and as by the. provisions -of the 
law, those regulations were not to. be carried into 
effect until they had received its sanction, they have 
remained ever since a dead letter, never having 
been promulgated., © s o ke! : ; 
` Believing, however, that. a revision of the old 
regulations, with a view to their adaptat on-to laws 
subsequently passed, and for the purpose ef taking 
advantage Óf- the resulis of experience, would 


under the authority of the act by. which. it’ was 
const tuted, to attend to that daty..: The board is 
now ergaged in. ite performarce, rt such intervals 


will. permit... This revised system will.prebably be 
ongress before the espiration of their 


ment of the navy,,’ in the. year 1800, the 
whole will forma system, -whi.h,-if admin’stered 
with a firm, steadp, temperate perseverance, will, 
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` THE POSTMASTER GENERAL...» « 


the United States, on that eminence which it bas 
a:ta'ned in the estimation of all nations. tas 
” T feel confident, however, that the-only su'e and 


af nN eee E 
effectual means of maiolaioing.the character and_|| — Post Orrign. DEPARTMENT, © ' 


De eee hoe E ‘ovember 30, 1839, - 
Sin: The post roads of the United States covered 
by mail service on the 30th day of June last, wert, 
as nearly as can be ascertained, 133,999 miles M 
extent. The rate of annval transportation on (Da 
day - was about 34,496,878 miles, and its evst 


as many vessels, and employ as many: officers ia 
active duties, as is compat b'e. wih the resources 
of the country. This, afterall, is the vital priaci- 
ple of professional exellence, ənd it. is oa this I 
rely as the only solid basis for a naval. establish- 


ment, not formidable from the, number cf ships in $5,785, 622, viz: . -o ilea. ` Cont 

ordinary or on the stocks, but. for its experience, || By horse and smkey ot raza s510 

_ its discipline, and. habits of hardy endurance. , For || By ease and goach e> = 19,653,676 190 ee 
this reason no dimiantion of. the force in commia- By seambons and yailroed 896,05... L 
gen has been contemplated in the estimaigs. hers- : i Teat, - 04,06,00 HAR 
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This is exclusive of transportation by steam- 
brats and other vessels, under the fifth and sixth 
sections of the act of 1825, which costs about 
$16,300 more. 

The lett ngs of the year have generally been at 
lower prices than for some preceding years, but 
not so low as the came routes were let four years 
ago. 

Most of the service which was last year sus- 
pended has been restored; and the new routes esta 
blished by the a:tof 7-h Jaly, 1838, with few ex- 
ceptions, have been put in operation. 

The speed of the ordinary mail having been so 
increased as to reduce the time of transit between 
New York and New Orleans to nine days, the ex- 
press mail, which 1an in seven, has been discon- 
tinued, and the southwestern branch, which yielded 
but a small portion of its cost, fell with the main 
tunk. 

It is possible that the recent suspension of specie 
payments by the banks, in a large porti n of the 
Union, may again check the increasing revenue of 
the Depariment so as to make retrenchments ne- 
cessary; but, in any event, they will be inconside- 
sable. 

On the 30th June Jast, the number of post offices 
was 12,789, showing an increase of 261 during the 
prreedi'g year. The number estab'ished was 
601, and the number discontinued was 310. The 
number of postmas'ers appointed, including new 
offices, was 2 838. 

The number of pos: offices this day is 13,023. 

The number of mail contractors in service dur- 
ing the last year, was about 1,838. Of this num- 
ber, 489 have been fined, or had dednctions made 
from their pay, for sundry delinquencies. The 
averegate of fines is $57,738 64, and of deductions 
$22,066 04, exclnding remissions, the whole 
amounting to $79,804 68. 

A great majority of the contractors have per- 
formed the service with the most exemplary punc- 
tuality. ` 
The revenue of the Department for the year ending 

the 30th June, 1838, was - $4,235,077 97 
The expenditures were 4,621,837 16 
Excess of expenditures $386,759 19 

This excess was made up by surplus funds of 
preceding years. 

The revenue of the year ending i 

June last, was - - $4,476,638 56 
The engagements and liabilities of 

the Department for the same year, 

were 


- - 


4,624,117 86 


Excess of engagements and liabili- 

ties $147,479 30 

The surplus still on hand has prevented embar- 
Tassment. 

The cash on hand, according to the latest re- 
ports of postmasters, is $206,701 95. There is 
also remaining in banks. $33,453 72, of which 
only $2,907 03 is available. More than half the 
available fands on hand will be required to pay 
balances due for the services of the Jast quarter. 

Compared with preceding year, the revenue has 
increased about 54 per cent. and the aggregate in- 
crease was $241,560 59. 

From a comparative statement, embracing the 
returns of post offices yielding over $100 per 
quarter, it appears that the revenue of the quarter 
ending the 30th September last, exceeded that -of 
the corresponding quarter of last year about 84 
per cent. It is feared, however, that in conse- 
quence of the derangement produced by the sus- 
pension of payment by so many banks, this 
ed of advance will not be maintained through the 

ear. . 

The accountsof postmasters are rendered with a 
promptitude which can scarecly find a parallel in 
the business of mankind In a list of so many 
thousand post Offices, there are necessarily many inci- 
dents,suchas sickness deaths, resignations, absences, 
removals, changes in mail routes, &c. &c. which 
prevent the regular rendition of accounts, the new 
appointments alone averaging last year 722 per 
quarter. Most of the accounts are forwarded to. 
the Department by the first mail after the termi- 
nation of the quarter, and ont of a list of 12,780 


on the 30th of - 


a a a ea og 


Report of the Postmaster General. 


post offices, for the quarter ending 30th June last, 
there were but 217, the accounts of which were 
not received be‘ore the termination of the next 
quarter; and of this number about 40 had been 
very recently established, or had not been supplied 
with mails. 

The moneys received by the postmasters are, in 
general, paid over with equal promptitude. It is 
believed that about 11,000 of the whole number 
paid over the proceeds of each quarter to con- 
tractors within two weeks after its close. Of that 
class of pestmasters, the proporiian of delinquents 
is remarkably smail. 
pay, when drawn upon, with equal punctuality. 
“Pwo ċases have cecurred, within the year, indi- 
cating the necessity of further legal restraints upon 
postmasters intrus'ed with large sums of monty. 

When it is eatensively iLculcaʻed asa princi 
ple, th t he public money, instead of beicg 
retained for the pubiic service, ought to be made use 
of in private operat.ons, it is not surprising that 
some of the postmssers, notwithstanding the 
uimost efforts of the Depar:ment to prevent it, 
should practise upon t'e precept. Nothing is 
likely to make them ail duly sensible of the he‘nous- 
ne-s of the cff:nce lut an act of Congress, 
declaring it tote a crime, punishable according to 
the magn:tude of the sam thus applied. 

Congress have heretofore fixed the maximum 
of eompen-ation to be paid for the transportation 
of the mails upon railroads at $300 per mile. 
It was obvious'y their intent on, that, where thè 
maximum of compensation isgiven, the railroad 
companies shall afford the public, in return, the 
best practicable mail accommodation. 

Under existing arrangements, the great mail for 
the South and West is detained six to tight hours in 
Philadelphia. De<irous, in tae renewal of the 
contracts to take effect in January next, to put 
anend to th’'s deention, the department offered 
the Philade';hia, Wilmington, and Baltimore 
Railroad company, tht maximum of compensa‘ioa 
allowe! by law, on condi‘ion that they would carry 
two mails a day, one connecting with the night 
line from New York, and ‘he other with the 
morning lne. [tis the night line which brings on 
the great mail, and to carry it forward without 
interruption, it would be neces-ary for this com- 
pany to leave Philade'phia not Ja‘er than one 
o’c'ock,a.m. Thisthe company ceclined dong 
for the compensation offered, and were willing. for 
the $309 yer mile, only to continue the pre-ent 
service, ranning one daily mail, and that at hours 
most conven eat for their other business. Deeming 
ite-sential to the inte-e:t of the public that a 
connected mail line should be had on this great 
tioroughfare, [have not felt myself at liberty to 
accept any service which would Icnzer admit cf 
the pre-ent injuricus delay at Philade'phia. 
Minor consideratio:# it was propo'ed io . waive; 
but withcut effect. The consequence ‘s, that the 
Department may be deprived of the use of that 
road for the next contract term. 

Railroads cheapen travel and the transportation 
of produce and merchandise, and no reason is 
perceived why they should not also cheapen the 
transp: rtation of the mails under the same 
circums'ances. When the mails are carried in 
stages or on horseback, the Department exercises 
an absolute control over the hours. Bat the 
propositicn of the company ia quest'on more than 
doubles the o-dinary cost of such service, and 
denies to the Department the control of the hours. 
If eventhesnm demanded were notthe highest 
the Department can lawfu'ly pay fcr any railroad 


service, it wonld for these reasons be deemed 


much too high for the service propored. 

Ner is the sum of $300 per mile deimed too 
small a compensation fer the se:v'ce required. 
The travel wou!d still go with the mails as it does 
now, and many passengers who do not travel at 
al!, or iake the Fennsylvania lines to the West, 
would leave New York ia the evening, if this 
c:mpany would convey them to Baltimcre by the 
next morning, there to take the established lines 
tothe South and West. The Department, there- 
fore, asks them to do only what it is believed to be 
their interest to do. as i 

Experience has proved that travel is inereated in 


The draft offices in generz| ; 
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proportion to the reduction of its cost. This has 
been illustrated on steamboat routes. But 
railroads have an advantage over steamboats, 
beeau‘e they can reduce the cost of travel with- 
out reducing ther own charges. By running in 
connection with each other, and enabling tiavel- 
lers to proceed on their way by night as well es by 
day, they save tavern bils to the traveller, and 
great!y reduce hisexpers s A great increase of 
trave: is the certain consequence. In this cloce 
conzection, theref. re, consists their highest in‘erest. 
Ail railroads in connection with each other, wil 
u'timately ‘find their profit in considering them- 
selves pars of one system, in submitting to’ the 
inconven'ences of their respective posiiivns, and in 
so arrancing their hours of running asto make 
connected travel'ing lines, and not impose on 
travellers the necessity of s'opping at intermediate 
points in ther journey. And it is th’s close e'n- 
nection, most favorable to railroads in reference 
to travel, which the Department requires for the 
transmission of the mails. Cught the companies 
to ask, or the Department to pay, exorbitant sums 
for that which it is their own in'erest to render? 

Certain itis, that. ifthe demands of ra:lroad 
companies are to be satisficd, most of whom are 
not willing to serve the public as they serve 
individuals, and e:m to think that the Government 
is bourd to make their investments profitab e, 
there wi'l be litt'e left of the means of this Depart- 
ment to pay for the conveyance of the mails on 
oiher lines, much of the intericr of the country 
must be deprived of them altoge‘her, and the rates 
of postage, instead of being reJuced, must be 
increased. 

Hopes are entertained, huwever, that the com- 
pany in question will yet accept the provi-iin 
which Congress has made. It appeats tote so 
obvious'y their iste'est to avail themseive. of the 
additional travel whch a well connected line 
would bring them, and to prevent the withdrawal 
of a large poition of the western travel which 
would inevita! le follow the oigan zati:n of a lne 
for the conveyance of the great we.tern mail upon 
t-e Pennsylvania roads, th.t perseverance in their 
refusal cannot reasonably be expecied. In tle 
mean time, ihe Depariment is preceeding to make 
the best arrangemen's it can, for the mail service, 
w.thout reference to the u'e of that road, and 
w.th the de‘ermination in no event to make any 
contract with the company which shail not secure 
a close connction with the mal from New York. 
If circum:tance: shovld hereafter r-quire it, this 
matter will be made the subjec: of a special ieport. 

A difficulty s mevhat similar has ari en upon 
the steamboat route between New York and New 
Haven. Fomeily, the mail was carried six times 
a week on that route, for $4,000 per annum. At 
the last regular lettiog in that section, it was let fcr 
daily serv:ce at $6,000, wth a proviso that if the 
company should te d sx lved, the con'ract should 
beatan end. Lat spring they gave notice of 
dsso'ution to the Department. ‘Th ir successor: 
refused to con inve the service for ‘ess than $30,000 
per annum. The Department offered $6,000 for 
six t mes a week sérvice, and $8,000 for da y; but 
the new c:mpiny would only reduce their | 
exorbitant demand to $15,000, with the privilege | 
of selecting their own Fours for the service. The - 
Depar ment then witkdrew i's propositions, and 
madz an arrangement fer the tiaospcriation of 
its mai!s by land. . 

Sub equent'y, a temporary ar angement was 
made with a gent'eman of great enerzy, to charter 
boats ard put on another line for the purpose of. 
ce nvey ng the mails. Aner making several efforts, 
he reported to the Department, that sllhough boats 
could be procured fur apy o her serv:ce, so great 
wes the fear of the principal owner upon the New . 
Haven iine, or so extensive a ccmb:nation existed, 
that no suit.ble boat could be charered on any 
terms, to run on that line ia oppos t-on. 

The D-partment is consequently powerless, 
under existing laws, to give the country a 
practicab’e mail service in that direction: w Mai 
submitting to palpable extortion. Pal er ed it 
submit to the latter alternative, I have Coste & 
my duty to continue the mail upon the route, 
and refer to Congress for & remedy. 


Ke CANG.--<T§T Sess 
“Ja these days, of combination and monopoly, | 
sasi gat qn ene steamboat route may be. 
` @xpected-on others. of more importance, unle s. 
preveated by time'y precactioas,. An effective: 
remedy jn this case, and a preventive ia all others | 
ofa similar character, may.be found. in putting it. 
within- the power. of the Department to m1 steam- : 
brats temperarily in such emeigencies, to be. 
discoutipued as soon, as reasonable contracts. can 
be secured. The case in question. shows that the » 
Department cannot rely vpon chartering suitable | 
boats. The only, effective means appears to.be, to 
authorize the Postmaster General to. purchase, cr 
build, two of three boats suited to the service, or 
direct ‘the War or Navy Department te add a few. 
such boas to their present force, with.a view to aid ` 
the Post Office Department when. cceasion may . 
“require it, .. The existencè of the power and ability _ 
of the Department to put dn a line, of steamboats in 
ceses of. attempted extortion, would undoubtedly 
aveu the necessity Of itsexercise. — ae 
Great difficulty is found in bringing to: justice 
mait -robbers in some cases, on ac:ount of the 
inadéquacy of the present Jaws to secure the attend- 
ance of distant witnesses. The compensation 
allowed to them fs not suffic@it to pay their ex- 
peties, without reference to the value of. their 
time. Cases of extreme hardship have been pre- . 
sented to the Department, and allowances asked. 
for out of its funds, but in cases where the process 
of the conrt could reach them, it has been decided 
that the Department could not lawfully add.to the | 
allowance, provided by act. of Congress. It 
teems bot just, that men who are regnired to 
devote théir ima to the public, should be paid ae 
` only their actual expenses, but a fair compensa- 


“The raüičal change tn the rates of postage op 
lefters, recently adopted in, Great Britain,’ bas 
attracted, mach attention in the United States. ` 

To enablé me tò furnish Congre: s with information 
-on that subject, and all ofters connected with the Ţ 
post establishments in several of ‘the most-conside- _ 
rable Kuropean counties, L have despatched one ` 
of thé xpecia! agents of this Department to Europe . 
with instructions to visit them in pe.son, and fur- ` 
nish me with minate details of their organization _ 
and operations. Many dccaments, and some ` 
ifteresting particulars, have been received fram 
him, bat he has not as yet been able to prepare him- 
se'f to make a detailed report. As soon as.such a 
re patt shall be received, it is intended to submit to` 
-Cungress all the information it may contain, for 
their consideration, = 
With the highest respect, __ = 
a ta as ., AMOS KENDALL. `. 
“To the Parsivenr or, tux Uniten STATES. 
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` pui questions, they must continue to lie. The com- 
“miss.ons of my colleagues having been réad, it was 


pr posed to read the law of New Jersey and the 


_cerlificatss-of the gentlemen contesting their. seats. 


I am ig favor of both, and will endeavor to dispose 
of those propositions before I sit down. It is also 
proposed that you, s.r, -[the Clerk] be permitted to 
make a statement of your reasons fer nct calling 
the members from New Jersey. Of this, too, I am 
in favor, if you simply desire to make your state- 
ment and give your reasons; but if, as I understand, 


3 
your friends ask that you, under a permission to | 
|. make your statement, are to read tous along and ; 


labored document, prepared in anticipation of the 


present state of affairs, not by you, but for you, by | 


a certain committee sitting in this city, after weeks 
of investigation, I am opposed toit. Your friends 


find some other mode of communicating it to : 


the public than by placing it on the journal of the 


i 
| 
‘House... ae 
_But, Bir, there is another. question before us of | 
| 
| 


gteat, of yital importance, which is not, as some 
honorable members seem to suppose, whether my 
colleagues shall nitimately, after all the evidence | 
has been heard, be entitled to their seats, but ; 


whether now, at the first call of the members, ; 


they shall be. recognised as members, present- 
ing, as they do, commissions from the Executive 


of the S'ate, ma?e out pursuant to its Jaw. 
This, sir, ‘is a grave question, and for the first 
time raised in this. country, or, as I believe, in 
any otber. Sir, the Constltmion has reserved 
to the States the power of prescribing “the times, 
place:, and manner of holding elections,” and has 
d-rectedl that the’ “Hotse shall be the judge of the 
elections, returns, and, qualifications of its mem- 
bers,” é election laws of. New Jersey have 
given the’ mode. of holding elections ahd making 
returns, which is by commission from the Gover-. 
nor, uidet the great seal of the State. “If my col- 


leagues. have presented sich. a commission, then. | 


are they entitled in the first instance to their seats. 
on this floor, and the investigation of the con- 
test cannot be had until after the: House is or- 
ganized.: The Censtitution gived that power to- 
the House,; not to the unorganized members who. 
are to constitute. the House, . When Representa- 

tives astemble for the purpose Of ‘organizing a 

House, they must, from necessity, adopt some rule 

by which they are to recognise each other in order , 
to organize themseives, e'se they must continue dis-. 
organized. That ru’e hitherto has beca to recog- 
nise the individuals holding the regular return, . 
made out under the ‘State Jaws, and in no instance. 
to go behind that retnra, until after the House is. 
organized and it. proceeds.to try the matter of con-. 
test; any other role must lead to iflextricable confu- © 
sion, fraud, and revolut on. It was formerly the” 
dectiine that, even the Howse, after organization, 


| could not go behind the S gte reterns, om the. 


groond that it would be impairing a State law, - 
made under the Constitution. Under this rule the | 

New Jetiey tase, in she first Congress; was decided. | 
In that case the Governor's gbm]: sion Was based ` 

on thè rétarns received from twelve ; 
ing. out the’ toonty ‘of Essex, which came. in too, 
late’ to “be cdunted; a petition was presented afer ` 
the House was organized, eeiting forth thé facts,. 

aid it was solemnly desided that the State law and” 
the reghlar‘return. under it was sacted, and the” 
Houre cou'd not and did not go behind it; and this” 
was the séitied law of the House of Representatives - 
until the cese of Spaulding vs. Mead, which arose iù 
the 9th Congress, in 1805. Mead had the regular. 
commission from the Governor of Georgia, under | 
the Jaws of that State, which are slmost identfeal 
with these of New Jersey; Spaulding petitioned the. 
House after it'was organized, setting forth that the” 
votes of three counties had not been taken into theac- 
count by the Governor in consequence of their being.” 


admitted,-and’ Mega and his friends put the case. 
solely on the sanctity of ihe State law,and the return.’ 


|. un ler iis but it was desided that the House, in try-_ 


irg iNe matier of contest, might go behind. a regular” 
rélurn, atid that has ever-since been the ru'è, „Bpt, 
there is nota solitary care to be. found in: thé re- 
cords of Government, or, as'I beLeye'and am in. 


formed, of the. State: Legislatures, or the British 


2 


contities, leave 1| 


détained aft-r the time by a hurricane; thé facts were’. 


Dec. 1839; 


House of Commons, where the ind.vidael holdiag 
the regular commision or return has not been | 
pirmited to take his seat in the first instance, no 
ma'it-r what wes the ground of contest to be tried 
af er the House was organized; and the person con- 
test ng the seat has always been compelled to peii- 


| ticn the House afier it was organized, instead of 


walkirg in and taking his seat at once. Twice 
only has this question been mooted in this House, 
The first time, in the case of Litcher vs. -Moore: 
the former had a majority of voʻes, evinced by the 
po:l books, presented, and a certificate from two of 
the five sheriffs; the latter had a certificate from 
three of the five sheriffs, alleging that he bad a ma- 
jeriy in four of the five counties in the district, 
and the proclamation of the Governor; neither 
party bad the legal return, but the Clerk, conceiv- 
ing that Moore had the better return of the two, 
placed his name on the roll; this the friends of 
Letcher resisted, in the first call of the House, and 
they all tock the ground that, although Letcher had 
a majority of vetes, yet, if Moore had a retura 
made out according ta the laws of Kentucky, he 
must, in the first instance, take his seat. On the 
other side, it was contended that Moore should 
take his seat on the retuin, such as it was; and in 
the arguments of distingu'shed gentlemen on th-t 
side, authority may be fuund for almcst every sec- 
tion in the Unior. For the benefit of the honorable 
members from Indiana, I will read from the speech 
of Mr. Lane, of that State, who “contended that , 
the que tion before the House was not who had 
or who had not received a majority of the votes 
given, but who had produced the best prima facie 
evidence of his right to a seat.” Mr. Beardsley, 
of the empire State, “maintained that the qnesiion 
was to be.settled solely on the face of the certifi- 
cate.” Governor Polk, of Tennessee, argued in 
favor of Moere’ taking his seat, and cited various 
precedents. And for the benefit of the honorable 
members from New Hampshire, I will read from 
Mr. Hubbard, who contended ‘‘:hat the only authe- 


_ rity by which the House should: be guided mast be 


the return itse'f.” He considered Moore's suffi- 
cient. In consequence of an agreement of the par- 
ties, the House made no decision. The neat was 
the case of Claibprne and Gholson; in the last.Con-: 
gress. Their election was unconstitutional and 
void, yet, having the regular return, I voted with a 
large.majority of the Housefor their taking their 
seats.in the first instance. In New. Jersey, . there 
have been namerous cases of: contested jons, 


quence of the certificate of.a special election: of ` 
af inspect in Hanover. townallip not having been- 

ed, within, three days, aceording . i : 
‘the same reason, in. part, why South Amboy wes: 


rejected., „Nugent and Stockton had a majori 
of the. votes, and petitioned and got their: seals. 
It, will „be observed. that the last., two . qaaes, 
turn on. grojinds similar to. Millville and. South, 
Amboy, only that. in the _ former eases - thee. 
were No fiauds or illegal. voter, . as. in, the 
Gecided 


two latter, In the Cumberland contest, decided by 
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the Legislature last year, arising out of the rejec- 
tion of Millville at the same election now under 
consideration, counting Millville, the gentlemen on 
the Administration ticket had a majority, but, it be- 
ing rejected for fraud and ircegu'arity, their op- 
ponents r-ceived the retura; the cther gentlemen 
petitioned for seats, two of whom, on purging the 
polls, obtained them. They were ai‘ed on that oc- 
casi n by the ab'est counsel that their pol.tical 
friends could obtain. An honorable Senator m 
the other end of the Capito! labored incessantly for 
them. He knew all their tigh's, and, knowing, 
dared and did def nd them, and yet they never at- 
tempted to take their seats: until the contest was 
decided in their favor. One other case from New 
York, and I have done. 

About the year 1814, a cass similar to that of 
the New Jersey members cccurred in that State. 
A dispute arose between two perscns, each claiming 
to represent the county of Ontarioin the Assembly. 
It may be recollected that under the Constitution 
of that Stace, as it then exited, all the officers of 
the Goverament were chosen by a council of ap- 
poiatment, selected by the Assembly from the Sc- 
nate. Under this regulation, the party having a 
majority in the Assembly. had, of course, the power 
of filling all the State offices with their own par- 
tisans. Among the candidates for Assembly, in 
On'arin, at the period referred to, were Henry Fel- 
lows, Federalist, and Peter Allen, Democrat. 

By the law as it then stood, the inspectors of 
election were to make return to the town clerk of 
the number of vo'es cast for each candidate; and 
that officer was to make return to the county c'erk, 
whose duty it was to add up the votes retu:ned 
from the. several towas, and give a certificate of 
election to the candidate or candidates having the 
greatest number. In fact, Henry Fellows, (Fede- 
ral,) was elected by a heavy. vote over Peter Allen, 
(Democrat;) but the clerk of one of the towns 
where Fellows had a large majority, in making his 
return to the ccunty officer, abbreviated the chris- 
tian name of the Federal candidate, and returned 
so many votes for Hen. Fellows. The clerk of the 
connty; under the advice of Mr. Van Buren, then 
Attorney General of the State, refused to count the 
votes thus retained, and, rejecting the votes. from 
that entire town, declared a majority for Peter 
Allen, to whom he presented a certificate of elec- 
tion, The vote of Allen gaye the Republican party 
the preponderance of one in the Assembly, and of. 
course prevented the Federalists having the same 
majority. Allen and Fellows both appeared, and, 
at the organization of the House, claimed the seat. 
Mr. Van Buren, the. Attorney General, bad the 
Management in the affair on behalf of the Repub- 
licans, and the late Elisha Williams acted for the 
Federal party. Mr. Van Buren claimed that, as 
Allen was the certified member, he was entitled to 
his seat in the first instance, and that Fellows, even 
if the rightful claimant, could only obtain it by a 
vote of the Assembly efter it shovld be duly organ- 
ized. This, the correct constitutional doctrine, pre- 
vailed. Mr. Allen took his seat—assisted in 
choosing a council of appointment, by which Mr. 
Ven Buren retained the office of Attorney General, and 
then was ousted, Mr. Fellows’s right being conceded 
by the naanimous resolution of the House. Here, 
then, is a weight of authority which cannot be 
overeome. 

_ The next question then, sir, arising in this case 
is, have my colleagues the regular commission or 
return? Toe statute of New Jersey requires that 
the Governor shall “commission, under: the great 
seal of the State, to reprerent this State in the 
House of Repre:entatives of the Congress of the 
United States,” “gix persons.” He has done so— 
here are the commissions given to my five col- 
leagues and to myself. It will not be proper, sir, 
at this time, to go behind them to investigate any 
quesiions that may have arisen before the Governor 
and Council when that time shall arrive, I sha’ 
be prepared to sustain the Governor aad Council 
in ail their positions, The commission thea, sir, ° 
1s given pursuant to law by the Executive of the 
State, under its great seal, the only means by whieh 
the people of a sovereign State can communicate 
with another State or with the pation. This seal, 
sit, is:degy to Jerseymen, as well from its Revolu- 


tionary reminiscences as from its being the medium 
through which the people send forth their authority 
or speak their wili. 
affixed to the commissions of Representatives to 
this House, 
qu:stioned; rever before have the sons of New 
Jersey, and, least of all, those who had been 
honor.d with the keeping of that great seal, been 
placed in a si:uation to deny its authenticity. Sir, 
these commi-sions are made out in due form. I 
bold ia my band an authirty which cannot and 
will not be denied by the gentlemen claiming seats 
—it is my commission, sir, as a Representative to 
the Twenty-ff h Congress—literally a tranceri pt of 
the preceat commirsion of my cOlleagues: it has 
affixed to it the same seal and the same Secretary's 
name; but the signature of the Governor is “Ph. 
Dickerson,” 
seats on this flcor; and this, sir, has been the 
uniform practice of the State for more than 
half a century. 
ber from Virginia [Mr. Craic] intimates that ihere 


that honorable gentlernan’s information’ is derived 
from the source I fear itis, I wonder not that he 
suspects fraud. The great Upas of the Govern- 


the nation, For more than a year it has been mys- 


sir, would invesligate it now, when we have no 
evi 'ence—when we are powerless, and can get none. 
I wou'd wait till we are organized, when we can 
send the Sergeant-at-Anms for witnesses to prove 
the fraud. But another honorable member [Mr. 
Vanveaport of New York} says my colleagues 
are claimieg their seats by a mere technicality. 
Sir, did not that honorable gentleman hear my 
friend and cotlegue [Mr. Maxwell] say yesterday 
on this ficor that he would scorn to hold his seat by 
a technicality, or by any cther means than a ma- 
jority of the legal vo'e-? I apreal to all who know - 
my colleagues here if they can conceive them ca- 
pab‘e of such conduct. Sir, high and honorable 
as is a seat on this floor, rather than to h Jd it bya 
technicality or a majo: ity compcsed of illegal votes, 
I would svffer my right arm to perish from ils 
socket. Sir, is the ho'ding the regular commissicn 
from the Executive of the State, made pursuant to 
` jts law, backed by the conscious telier, sustained 
by evidence, that they have a majority of the legal 
votes polled—is thi- c'a'ming by a technicality? Is 
tbe voice of a sovereiga Sta'e, tpeaking through 
its eonstitational organ, the “small squeaking voice 
of technicality ?”” 


ber, (Mr. Pickens of South Carolina,) is. in the 
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people, not in the Governor and Council. Sir, I 
agree wih thet honorable member, that sovereignty 
is in the people; but how, let me ask him, with aue 
respect, is that people to man-fest the ac's of their 
soveie gnty? Are they to proclaim it like the De- 
m cracy of Athens, or tirongh is Executive? Sir, 
I sheuld like to know whom that distirgui-hed 
member corsiders the people of a sovereign State? 
| ys it her citizens only, or does he include salien 

als», and every inhabitant, without di-tinctio.? An 
effort was made some years siace by an emissary 
of a fure'gn prince to d-aw the dist nction between 
the peop‘e cf this ceuntry and the Government of 
the people; but his d stinction met with little en- 
couragement then. 

[Here Mr. Pickens rose to explain, and was un- 
derstood to say he meant to diaw no such distinc- 
tion, or to give any opinion on the case from New 
Jer-ey; but simply to insist that the Houte had a 
right to go behind the Governcr’s commission, and 
investigate the allegations of the parties } © 

I understood the honorable member to go fur- 
ther; but if by the House he meant the organized 
House cf Representatives, then the gentleman and 
myself agree. Much has been said by that hono- 
rable m:mber about technicalities a:d torms; I 
think, sir, that I have as much contempt for mere 
forms and technicalities as any member on this 
floor, but, sir, it is only through the forms of the 
Constivu'ion and the law that iiberty itself can te 
preserved; if necessity can be urged to abolish one 
form, “to-morrow, and to-morrow the fatal prece- 
dent wil plead,” until the Constitution itse'f is 
fri:tered away, and we are at sea, without chart or 
compass. Sir, itis this very observance of forms— 
the sanction of the Jaw—that is our watch by 
day or guardian by night; it converts the peasant's 
hut, though wretched and shattered it be, into a 
castle that the strorg arm of the Gover. ment cali- 
not enter; in sol:tuie, it is our security; our panoply 
abroad; and in every situation and relation of life, 
our protection and reliance. And what is it, sir, 
that guides us hire? Not the few cfficers of the 
Hovse, but the sanction cf the law and its forms, 
that surrounds us, like an invisible wall, and pro- 
tects us in the discharge of our high and responsi- 
ble duties. The honorable gentleman from South 
Carolina told us about the “thunders of Heaven 
from an inlignant people.” Sir, I have 
heard in New Jersey much about the indignation — 
and the thunder of the people, but as yet, sir, it has 
been but mere brutum fulmen; and here stand my 
colleagues, “‘unawed, unsubdued, unterrified;” and 
there sit the Governor and Council, unscathed by 
the lightning, and unmoved by the spirit that rode 
upon and direcied the sto:m. = ; 

` [Here Mr. VanperPort rose, and inquired if 
the Administration had not a majority of the aggre- 
gate vo‘es in New Jersey at the late election } 

Mr. RaxpoLps said, the Government paper says 
so, and lest one st.tement shou d not be believed, 
it has given them all, all of which are fallacious 
and false, and based upon a comparison of the ma- 
jorities, carefully concealing the ac ual votes, of 
this year with these of the last, when, in every 
; county except one or two, where the Administration 
i have increased their majority, or decreased that of 
i their opponents, it has been done with fewer votes 
: than they polled last year; and the aggregate vote 
| was near .10,000, or almost one-fifth short of last 
year. In thecounties having large majurities either ~ 
way, ho effort was made. Sussex only polled about 
1,000 votes, and yet it can give 1,500 Administra- 
tion majerity; the contest was for doubtful coun- ` © 
ties, and the Legislature; we carried all the former, 
including the counties which embrace Scuth Am- 
boy and Millville, decreasing the majorities in both ` 
of these townships; the Legislature, and the whole — 
power of the State we carried by an increased ma- 
jority; the Administration vote is near 5,000 short 
of last year. : 

But, Mr. Clerk, I would ask you, sir, why have 
yon received my commis ion, and enrolled "7 
| name, and rejected the names and the fac sim le 
commissions of my colleagves? Why pepe hee 
thus distinguished me? You bave pat ok ind 
too much honor, for which I thank you not; 


ill not thank 
my constituents and my country W 
Ja Sir, the people, kind as they have been to . 


Twenty-six times has it been 


and never before has its validity been 


one of the gentlemen claiming 


But, sir, the honorable mem- 


issome fraud here that he wishes to get at. Sir, if 


ment has spread its poisoncus vapor throughont 


lifying and misrepresenting this case. Not satis- 
fied, sir, with misrepresenting my State and consti- 
tuents through the ordinary channels of political 
communication, the cloak of literature also has 
been sought to cover its deformi:y. I allude to an 
article pub'ished in a certain Review, and circula- 
ted in pamphlet.furm throvgh this Hall. Sir, I 
know that pom pilet well; it was but lately circula- 
ted throughout New Jersey; but the people of 
that Stare have pas'ed their judgment on it 
merits. I know not, sir, tae author. I hepe 
and trust he is no Jerseyman, for a brser at- 
tempt to misrepresent a case was never conceived. 
The law is misqu ted, the facts are misstated, and 
the entire production is a gross perversion of the 
whole matter. I have much charity, sir, for hono- 
rable gentlemen who derive their informa‘ion from 
such sources. But, sir, the honorable member 
from Virginia is correct; there has been fraud, base 
fraud—not, thongh, where he suspect:, but at the 
ballot-box. There, sir, where the most evil could 
be done with the least liability of detection, was 
the attempt made to sap the foundation of free go- 
vernment. The ballot-box, sir, the palladium of 
liberty !—~preserve that pure, and we are safe. The 
overgrown power and corruption of the Government 
can only be tried and humbled there. -Corrupt 
the ballot-bor, and all is lost; and if ever, 
sir, our political Eden is subverted, there, sir, 
there the destroyer willenter. The honorable gen- 
tleman and myself agree, then, to discounte-~ 
nance the fraud; but he would jump at it at 
once upon mere su-pic:on, where it dees not exist. - 
I wouid wait till we get proof where it does; he, 


But sovereignty, says another honorable mem- 
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mer-mueh above my merits, I confess—never it- | 
teased thas to distinguish me above my colleagues; 
I came here buttheir oompeer; have always so con- 
sidered myself; and when they proposed to their 
competitors to resign, and let the people try this 
contest, I toe craved the honor to be equal with 
them in that also, and was only prevented from 
joining in the proposition -by the advice of friends 
who had a right to influence my acts. . Why have 
thes, drawn the envious distinction? Why 
been so uakindly kind?) Why receive my com- 
mission, and reject theiis? Was it the Secretary's 
eertificate? That, sir, is no legal evidence; the 
-@overacr himself, and not the Secretary, is the 
eertifying Officer: of the .acts of the Governcr and 
Privy Council; and yet this high functionary has- 
uadertaken to certify—what? That this paper 
isa copy-.of an eriginal on file in his office? No;. 
bat:that he, James D. Westcott, the high and po- 
tent Secretary, has examined the papers which he 
says the Gove: nor and. cil examined, and he, 
forecoth, has come ta 
from. what tbey did; and therefore certifies the re- 
salt of his calculations, and he adds to it the -votes . 
of the two rejected, townships, which he certifies 
the Governor .teld him to file; from a'l which he 


re NT 


| New Jersey Question—Mr. Slade. 
vernment might determine, Sir, the Government 
would always desire a majority in this House, and 
your principle would always give it to them. File 
with you, sir, affidavits or certifica‘es for contests of 


| thesea's of five, ten, or twenty members,according to 


a very different conclusion , |; 


very modestly informs -he House that the Governor: |; 


aad Council were all. wrong, and that Messrs. -i 


Dickerson and Co. and not Messrs. Ayerigg and 
Co, were elected; and. this, too, in the face of his 
own official signature to the commissions. of my 
colleagues, and his very polite le:ters,. informing 
myself and colleagues that he transmi s cur “tcom- 
mission as a Representative of New Jérséy in the 
House of Representatives of the United States of 
the. Twenty-sixth Congress.” Was thee ever 
zuch. offieial. ingglence! .Was. there ever such a . 
Becre‘ary of a. Privy Council!. 
such suange evidence! Why, sir, this certificate ŢȚ 
would not te evidence in the lowest court cf New . 
Jersey. . Tna certiñed copies from the county _ 
' clerks would be.evideuce as far as they go, but“ 
they. would disclose tke fact that their townships - 
were rejected for illegality and fraud; but, by the 
certificate of this very accommodating Secretary, . 
that matter is concealed. Yet. this is to be the, 
evideace to orerrole.the decision of the highest | 


constita‘ed authority in the State, authentica'e’ in 

the highest manner kàown to the law, avd that, , 
too, before any. House is organized to try. the mat- 
tert. Sir, Your course was a lain one. 


turns, were. 
the names of such as, by universal- content, were 
admited tote etected. If retorns were filed,- thea . 
it was your duty to ascertain which of them were.. 
made according to law, 
you might perhaps éither 
case of Letcher, 
now, refute tp rec. gnise either, and state the fact to 
the House; butif either of the returgs or: commis ` 
sions. was accofding t). usage and séquirements of 
law,’as.you bave recognis. d those. 


do as the Clerk dd in the. 


tobe by receiving mine, then, sir, you.had no dis- 


i 


creti:n—you wers bound by law,c»mmon sep se,and 
universal pra. tice, to, placè, the names of. my col- 

leagnes cn the roll. But, you say, that it is a deli, 
cate.gnsticn, and not for yeu to decide. Sir, un-. 
der thi; plea of false delisacy, yoa have devided_ 
the maiter-nyou have rejected the commissions of ` 


my coleagacs—ihe highest evidence kuowa to the || 


law-—the. exclusive evidence—till after the House | 
is piganized, - 
the Governor „and Council bfore. the appeal is’ 
filed.. And gentlemen who would confirm your e-~ 
cision would seite the, whole matter before a jory. 
is swcra to try the caase; and this, too, Upon evi- l 
dence enly, surh, too, as 1 have, shown itto be, 
which stoald be referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions... Seas ai 
Sir; where will: you „decision lead: yout. Any 
 meembe’s-seat on-this Asor may be contested; and.. 
if abe iadividual: egatesing only files with you an, 
afSdavit.or'a mere vestificate.from shy. aaautho- 
rized sousee that he elainrs the seat-by virtye of a. 
major.ty. sir, acnending :t2 your. ; 
 disnegard thadegal rausa, and place neither mem. 
‘nee e mok; -and bow many: oF -how few. yon. 
would place there, time and exigencies of Go- 


If no re- | 
fled, then you would place pn the roll | 


if, neither were so made, 


4 
} 
H 


Was there ever’ |} 


| 


vs. Mogre, take ‘the best return as | 
¢ evidences, pr 4o as you: have done}! 


of my colleagues “i 


nea 


' itup im opposition to the regular commission of 


i] 
{ 
i 
i 


' Your. have.teversed the judgment of -|| 


| Baylies got the certificate, tcok his'seat, and held- 
ilit for a Tong tine, 


` own office, 
- ment. . Saying nothing of your motives, your dec'- 


the requirements of Government, and, sir, you leave 


' offso many names from the roll of members, and 


place the Government at all times in a majority of 
‘hose that are left, who are nct only to orzanize the 
House,app: int you or some other p rson Cle'k, who 


may at the commencement of the next Corgr ss,and |} 


soad infinitum, play over the same game,but who are 
a'so to be the judgesof the con‘esied seats. And thus, 
sir, you first create a majority, and then, sir, they 
have the power" to perpetuate that majority, your 
“and the power of the Genera! Govern- 


strongest coalition to perpetuate 
hat the wit of man ever devised, 
tindeed,, must be the affairs. 
that requires to be sustained 
by such measures. Sir, if I may use a figure 
without profanity, (and no one who knows me will 
accuse me of that,) I would say that the entrance 
to this House was Jike the. way to Heaven; there 


sion pres.nts the 
office and power | 
and desperate, 

ot the Government 


is but one road to: either, there is no breaking into j 


ether, no leaping over the battlements or scal- 
ing the walls; al] must go through the straight gate, 
or go not at all. i 

Sur, of whateffect is tbis certificate of the Secre- 
ary} Nogentleman has pretended that it can givet 
seats-to the persons ho'sing it; and by your setting 
my colleagars it is only claimed to have the effect 
to deprive New Jersey of. five-sizth= of her 
representation, amd . you’. thereby place your 
friends in thé unenviatle attitude of the dog in the 
manger. Thereis a case in point--the decision of. 
Solomon respecting thedead and the living child, We: 
say, destroy not. the. representation, vacate not the 
seats; give it to my: colleagues, if their commis-" 
sions entitle them to il; if not, give it to their com- 
petitors—let the representation be full. But this, 
sir, is said to be a very pecoliar case, and therefore, : 
as the argument would seem to say, the ordinary: 
rales of practice and common sense are not Appli-: 
cable to it., Why, say. honorable members; the 
commizs'on of. the Governor.. and- Council: ia: on: 
one side, and Ihe alleged majority of tha: people on 
the other; and : was. there ever a case of contested 
election, im which the parties did not stand in that. 
position? Is not that the very ground of contest? . 
Can gentlemen imagine a case in which the pany- 
claiminga seat alleges he. has fewer votes than he: 
who has the cerlificate?, © es ake 

In ‘the case of Turner, fr: vs. Béegités, z large: 
number of votes were given for Turner withott the’ 
Jr- and; not being counted by the retarning officer, : 


f til it was finally awarded to’ 
Tarner on petition, “Soin the cases of Wright, jr. 
vs. Fiker; Willems, jrv vs. Smith; Hugunit, jr. v8. - 
Ten Eyck; and Guion,: jr. vs: Sage. -Im the latter; 
Sage, though ha beld the certificate, sever came:for-: 
ward or claimed ‘his seat; arid, . by. writing “ander ’ 
his signatere, acknowledged: Guioa’s wiajofity and | 
right, yet Guion had to petition, atd'tid not get hiss 
seat ineix weeks. If ever: there was a case where” 


- gman ‘claiming a seat might walk into the Hall 


Jogi¢y..you:. mnst. j 


_trery 


h 


and take it at onc’, that was one; bat no such ease - 
has been cited ‘or ean be found any where. The» 


universal practice has. been for the person claiming ` 


torpetition the House after itis organized; a con 
course would: lead te confasion and revolu- 
In the cake of. Root vs. Adams, the former: 
was elected by near three hundred majority; yet, bee: 
cause his:‘name had been: speed Rott on a darge’ 
namber of tickets, ġe los: the certificate and was 
compelled: to :petition for. his seat." And ‘so io the: 
case‘of § ing vs. Mead, formerly referred to;.. 
the Governor.of Georgia rcceives the returns. from: 
the rounties as . the Governot of New Jersey does,” 
bat, in conseqdence of a violent storm, the returns 
from- three coumis did not Teach : hiar in-time;the 


tion. - 


commission. was accordiigly gives ‚to` Mead.: 
Though. Spaulding. had the - decided í majanty;:. 


yet heidid not-eoine in and take hia seat; but pati- 


tioned the: House far it, and there being Ab fread or-:| 
It will be | 


illegal vetes, it was awarded to him. 


- midst of the wild: uproar tiiat reigns in 


Dec. 1839. 


borne in mind, too, that these and all the New 
Jersey cases are where the majority has been set 
aside for mere informality or irregularity: how 
much stronger then is this case, where there are 
not only iaformality and illegality, but fraud, and 
a suficient number of illegal votes to change that 
majority? Why, thea, sir, have you made the dig. 
tinction between this and all other cases? Sir, the 
country wi'l hold you and your friends responsible 
fer every evil that may result from your extraor- 
dinary course. I know that your seat is tobe 
filled, and that other seat beyond and above you iz 
still vacant, and that ancther individual desires to 
plunge his arm deeply into the Treasury. But, sir, 
what are these— what tous is the election of a 
Speaker, on which your friends seem to place the 
very continuance of their power—what is the mo- 
mentary triumph of a party, compared with the 
great principles you would sacrifice? Is it for this 
you would degrade my State—destroy the validity 
of her records—tear from her her broad seal, and. 
wrest from her her sovereignty? And who are te 
do this? Isit the chivalrous sons of Carolina, who 
erected the Palmetto flag in defence of State sove- 
reignty? Or is it the sons of old Virginia, where 
the principles of State Rights originated? Is New 
Jersey to be thus struck at and disgraced, and de- 
prived of that which I, as the acknowledged R-pre- 
sentative of the whole people, ask not as a, boon, 
but demand as a right? I trust not—I trust- not 


REMAKS OF MR. SLADE, 
Or VERMopT. 

In the House of Represenfatives, Tuesday, December 
10, 1839—The questjon pending being, who 
should be allowed to vpte fromthe State of New 

- Jersey on a motion toslay on the table a resolu- 

. tion involving the right of qfaimants from that 

. Btate to seats in the House 

. Mr. SLADE, rose add saji that the question be- 
fore the House bore sich: relation to the general 

question touching. th i 

which-had, in variou 

the last seven days, 

the. indulgence of . 


remarke, Fk ee . 

1 hate! (said Mr. S.) sat-here seven days, pa- 
tienily waiting fer the moving-ofthe waters. T- 
ooaht, perhaps, to siy; tather, watehing the moving - 
of the: waters, fot- they bave, indeed, moved, an 
moved in every possible direciion. -Iqstend-of ap- ' 
proximating, in the arduous laborsof a week, to! 


© 
fgtme, been agitated during 
t he felt justified in asking 

House to & few general 


aay ‘practical conclusion, we seem to have been” 


constantly. receding from it—plunging ourselves 
into new difficulties, and becoming entangled in the ` 
web of unanticipated perplexities. = . ; 
“It way be usefal to pause for a moment in tke, 
reigns im this Hail, - 
and-review tke history of var proceedings, and oar- 
vey. the position to whieh we have arrived. — - 
- We assembled ‘here nine days ago for the puts‘ 
of organizing the Twenty-sixth Cobgrese. 
Cusnx, having'prepered a roll of- the reputed” 
neva bers elect, proceeded; according to usage, to > 
call:it, for the purpose of ascertaining the: 
of #3 , necessary to be delembled 


1 for he’ 
of organizalion.. Having arrived-at:the 


the State of New Jersey, and called one of its Be- 


presentatives, he stated that, as to the five remaia:' 


-img seats to whith ‘that: Staté was entitled, thote 


were ten gentlemen present claiming 10 hokt: the- 
appropriate ‘evidence of title to them; and that be ' 
was usable to determine which five of the ten` 
ought to be enrolled as members‘of the Houseyand:’ 
thereaper: submitted: the matter to the decision of © 
the gentlemen present: -Seventy-miie Representa- 
tives, only, ihad been called, being ‘fotty-two less: 

than a quoram: ‘The eommissions of five: of the - 
claimants. were thereupon read; when it was moved : 
that the credentials:under which the remaining five ` 
claimed seats; together with the-election law of © 
New: Jersey, should be also read. © -Hereupon the 


question arose, whether any ‘evidence’ of & wo 
mem :should be submitted in. behalf of any 
body, ingsmaek::as there .did mot appear to be-# `- 
quorum: present: to which any question gi 
sath rigbt could baput for dechiom. >- >`- ` T 
-Thus the progrestof the caii was imp i ool 


discussion of motions. growing Ow. of the con 


Dee. 1839. 
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ing claims to seats, while it most efectually{ar- 
gested by the impossibility of puling questions on 
those motions, for want of a quorum competent to 
decide them. 

. l need not recapitulate the history of the four 
days, during which the meeting (u could not then 
be called a House of Representatives) struggled 
inet ciually io reiieve itself from this extraordi- 
nary and unprecedented embarrassment. 


means of extrication. 


no quoram competent to act. 


the Representatives from New Jersey in the usual 
order, or omitting that State, to proceed to the call 
ot ihe remaining States. The former was pre- 
vealed by tae alleged inability of the CLERK to de- 
cide who ought to be called from the State of New 
Jersev; the latter, by his declining to take the re- 
sponsib-lity of passing New Jersey, and calling the 
remaining States, without a direction which, there 
being no ascertained quorum present, it was im- 
possible should be given. 

I thought thea, and still think, that the CLERK 
should have p!aced upon the roll, and called, the 
names of the five gentlemen from New Jersey 
hoiding cemmlssions from the Governor of that 
State. In not duing it I think he greatly erred, bc- 
cause I regard those commissions, admitted, as 
they are, to bear the genuine signatore of the Go- 
vernor, and seai of the State of New Jersey, to be 
the only legal “returns” of Representatives from 
that State. H s error consist:d in r garding the 
eeriificate of the Secretary of State, produced by 
the opposing c'aimants to seats, as a “return” 
which should place the individuals in whose favor 
itwas given upon the footing of an equal claim to 
feats wiih those hcldirg the commissions. The 
& r ificate scemed to conflict with the commission, 
when, in fact, regarded in the light of a “return” 
Iwithia the meaning of the Constitation—in which 
Igt only should the CLerx have considered it—it 
did not thus conflict.. But the Crerx, holding the 
ecriificate of the Secretary of State to be a “re- 
tara,” and exercising, as he must of necessity do, 
his-own judgment, however erroneous, in deciding 
-witeh of the claimants, under what he deemed 
conti-cting returns, should be called, came to the 
eonelusion that he could not decide, and therefore 
-called neither. ' - 
~ "Thus were we placed in the prelicament of be- 
ine able of our own will to move neither forward 
tor backward. A knot had been tied by the 
Gcexx wh'ch it seemel impossible to untie.. For 
this I do n t, however, censure him so mu h‘as do 
‘some genti¢taen, however much I may be censured 
fer declaring it. It is my duty, as itis m, incli- 
nation in this, as ia allo her cases, to award the 
‘merit of purity of intention until I have the clear- 
est evidence to the c ntrary. 

The knot thus tied by a most unprecedente| con- 
trrence of circumstances, the CLerg might have 
‘by taking the respons bility of going forward 
wih ‘he cal! nat] all the States, with the exception 
of New Jersey, should have beea completed. I 
lol h ma, here in my place, some days ago, that he 
should do this, aiid get us ost of the difficulty by 
tie accertainment of a quorum which should be 
Ontzat to act on the questions then pres-~ing 
usen as. Tthought he should either do this, or 
place on his roll the names cf one or the other set 
ofdaimant. ‘To do neither left us in the condi- 
ton of a migh’y, shape ess, unorganized macs, 
© ntining, in‘ce!, the clements of p. wer, but yet, 
to ull practice! murpo-es, as powerless and motion- 
Yess as the marble pillars by which we were sur- 
Tunded, 


Thus Situated, there seemed but one mede of ex- 
fication left us. Ji was to assume that there was 
a qnorum present, and proceed to act accordingly. 
Li was to cut ihe knot which we had been long la- 
boring-in vain totuntie. This you did when you 
‘Tose and addressed the assem! ly as “fellow-citizens 
eet members elect of the tweniy-sxth Congress,” 
and proposed a resolvtion for its action. What 
you tavs begun was completed by the vote which 


M 
J 


The | 
wisdom of tae wisest was tasked to devise the | 
Proposition followed propc- | 
sition, and resulution was piled on resolution. ' 
Bat it was all to uo purpose, so long as there was — 
Such quorum could . 
noi be escertained by a call, without either calling | 
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carried you to that chair, and gave us an officer to 
preside over our deliberations, 

Whea you, sir, ascended to that seat, we fondly 
hoped, in the ecstacy of our joy in having escaped 
from the toils in which we had been for four days 
entangled, that full and complete de!iverance was 
immediately befoie us. But a little experience 
convinced us of our error. Wescon found that 
we kad cut ene kuot only to tie another. For- 
merly, the gieat difficulty that met us at every turn 
wes, that no quest on could te put; now, the diffi- 
culty was soon found to be, that no que-tion could 
be decided; and that is the difficulty which now 
presses upon us, and seems de tined indefin'tely to 
embarrass our proceedings. 

The great questions directly before us are, shall 
the names of the gentlemen ho'ding the commis- 
sions of the Governor of New Jerzey be called and 
they be enrolled as member: of the House of Repre- 
sentatives? Or shall the roll, in the first instance, 
be made up of undispu'ed members from other 
States, leaving the question of the right of the gen- 
tlemen from New Jersey to membeish'p to be af- 
terwards decided? 

Now, sir, the difficulty is, that, ins‘ead of meet- 
ing these questions directly, we are perpetually 
drawn off upon the collateral question, who shall 
vote upon these questivns? Thus, for example, 
upon the question on the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Wise] that the CLERK 
be directed to call those gentlemen from New Jer- 
sey holding the Governor’s commissions, the ques- 
tion arises, shall they be permitted to vote? The 
Cunair, on the question being propounded to him by. 
te tel ers, decides that they may vote. From this 
decision an appeal is taken; and, upon the question 
whether the deci-ion of the Cuar shall stand. as 
the judgment of this House, the question again 
arises, shall the gentlemen from New Jersey be 
_perm tted to vote? Now, supp singt at the CHAIR 
again decides that they may vote, or if he reve:ses 
his former decision, and decides that they may not 
vote, in either case there may again be an appeal. 
And thus it is easy to see we Shall be driven on 
from decision to appeal, and from appeal to de- 
cis on, ad infinitum, while the great question, who 
shall be called and enrolled from the State of New 
Jersey, is leftat an almost sightless distance be- 
hind us! 

The Cuar has been complained cf with, as I 
think, a very captivus and unreasonable severity 
by the gentleman trom New Yoik (Mr. VANDER- 
POEL) fur untertaking to decide who should be 
counted. It has been termed with much harshness 
an act of gross usurpation; but who called upon the 
Guar to make a dec sion in this case? Who but 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Dromcoote,]} 
who uniformly vctes and acts with those who have 
denounced you as an usurper? Wceuld the gentle- 
man from New York have thus censured yip if 
you had decided that the votes cf the New Jersey 
gentlemen should not be counted? And yet he 
might as well call that an act of usurpation as the 
one he has so liberal'y denounced. 

But, sir, what would have been the difference, 
as to the result, between your deciding whose votes 
should or should not be counted, and declining, as 
I think it would have been most prudent for you to 
have donc, to make any decision? In the latter 
case, if, on the count by tellers, it should be ascer- 
tained that the gentlemen from New Jersey had 
voted, the question might immediately arise, shall 
their votes be counted? and, on that question, the 
question would again rise, shall the votes of the 
gentlemen from New Jersey be counted? .If you 
shculd again decline to decide, and, on counting, it 
should be again found that the gentlemen {rom 
New Jersey had voted, then might “the question 
again be started, shall their votes be counted? And 
thus we might be again driven cn from the giving 
of disputed votes to the question whether they 


should be counted, and from that to the giving. 


again of disputed votes, ad infinitum. Thus, sir, 
take it whith way we will, we are perpetually 
moving in a eircle—g:ing forward in a process 
that is, from its nature, never-ending; while the 
great question is left undecided. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, what shall be done? How 
shall we sscape from the net in which we are thus 
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entangled? How come dircetly to action on the 
greal question, who shall be called and enrolled as 
members from the State of New Jersey? There 
are, it seems to me, but two ways in which this 
may be accomplished. The most direct and ready 
of these is, for the New Jersey members, whose 
seais are contested, to decline voting on any ques- 
tion affecting their right to seatshere. The endless 
process which I have described would be thus ar- 
rested, and we might be brought toa direct vote 
upon the question whether their names shall be 
called, and they admitted to take their seats on this 
floor. 

Now, sir, I am not the conscience-keeper of 
these gentlemen, and donot think it becomes me to 
volunteer any advice to them in regard to this 
matter. If the case were my own, I should not be 
long in deciding what it became me to do. It is 
fur them, however, to say what they will ds on 
this occasion. 

If the question is to perpetually recur, whether 
they may rightfully vote, then is the great question, 
in its direct form, perpetually thrust from before 
us, and we tread an endiess round in the pursuit of 
that which will forever elude our grasp. 

But is there no other remedy? Must we remain 
in our-present position? Is “confusion worse con- 
founded” to maintain perpetual empire in this 
Hali? Mr. Chairman, was there ever a delibera- 
tive body in a worse condition than this? Here, 
sir, are we, like a ship in a storm, without sails, 
rigging, masts, compass, chart, or helm, rolling 
and tossing among the aogry billows; sumetimes 
one end foremost, and sometimes the other; now 
trembling on the summit of the mountain wave, and 
now plunging as if to ocean’s fathomless depths. 
One moment we are struck by a sea on one side, 
and at the next we meet in the recoil a heavier sea 
on the other. The wind—of which surely we have 
enough! blows in ali directions; and, whatis not a 
little extraordinary, often at the same moment! 

There seemed, indeed, about a week ago, to be 
at one time a little hope of reaching a safe harbor. 
It was when the gentleman from Virginia before 
me (Mr. Wisr] offered a resolution proposing that 
the Cierx should be directed ‘‘to call the names of 
gentlemen whose rights to seats are not contested;” 
and that, on the appearance of a quorum, it should, 
before proceeding to the choice of a Speaker, 
“hear and decide upon all credentials, certificates, 
or commissions or persons claiming seats” on this 
floor. When I witnessed the manner in which the 
annunciation of this resolution was received on all 
sides of the House, I thought we were upon the 
point of entering port, and -congratulated myself 
that F should soon be permitted to place my feet 
once more upon terra firma. But, sir, I was doom- 
ed to disappointment, for, a contrary wind at that 
moment springing up, there soon blew a gale from 
the northwest, which drove us again into the open sea. 
The gentleman from Virginia finally yielded, and 
withdrew his resolution; and, from that time to 
this, “neither sun nor stars in many days appearing,” 
have we been rocked by the whirlwinds, and lashed 
by the surges of this tempestuous sea. . 

- Now, sir, I again ask, what shall be done? Is 
there no deliverance—no escape from the perils of 
our present condition? 

Sir, if the gentlemen from New Jersey feel itdue 
to themselves and their State not to decline voling,* 
so that we shall continue to find ourselves ob- 
structed by the recurrence. of the question, who 
shall vote? we may well despair of ever getting 
what may properly be called a roll of the House by 
the ordinary process, and shall, therefore, hope in 
vain to arrive at an organization iu ibe usual way. 
What we want is a Horse op REPRESENTATIVES 
That is the great desideratum. Now, 
though, from necessity, assuming to act asa House, 
we are, in truth, nota House. We are a mere in- 
formal. meeting of supposed members elect of the 
Twenty-sixth Congress, there being, as yet. ene 
placed on record—for there is yet no Lens 
roll—by which evi-lcnce ix furnished i we 7 ye 
recognised each other as members. Ia this ¢ 


n 


*They subsequently declined. 
broaght toa vole on the main 
roll called. 


The Flouse was 
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tion, the censtittiional right of: one-fifth of the 
members present to demand the yeas and nays can~ 
not attach to us, for without a roll the yeas and 
pays cannot be-ealled: : None of our votes can, 
therefore, be recorded, and none of us are, or-in our 
present condi:ion can be sworù, =. `,- 
. Now, sir, how'shall we get x House? We- have 
been trying- in vain these many days to get one by 
calliag a roil. - Bat is the cefling: ofa roll essentiat 
to the formation of a House? Nearly a week ago, 
before you were placed in that chair; I suggested to 
the CLERK that he might extricate us from our eme 
barrassment by ascertaining, without a call, who of 
the members ulect were actually presdnt; and thete- 


upea;if a quorum of undisputed: members was | 


found to be-here, to announce the fact, record their 
names, ani declare his: readiuess: to put to. them 
any question that might be proposed for their deci- 
sion. oe SE se ae 
Thi: course you may now take as a last resort; 
directii g the Clerk’ to record the<names of mem- 
hers ascertained by you:to be present, whose right 
to seats is uncontested.. It would be agzin éulting 
the knot; but, if tbere is a knot: that-must-be cut; 
that you are the maa Who. will not shrink 1rdm. the 
tesponsibihty of performing ithe operation, esfe- 
cially:in sachan ‘emergency as this, : we have a 
suffi: ient pledge ia the fearlessness with which you 
rose ia your piace, on alate emergency, and said, 
“fellow citizens and members elect ol the Twenty- 
sixth Congress of’ the United States, I address 


x 


under a painfal sense of my own qaty.” 


myself to yea, and not to the Cusre in the chair, 


: Hf the course F have.sng. ested is unprecedented; 
¿50 is the occasion which demand: it: And, ‘sir, if 
phe members elect from New-Jersey, whose right 
© seats: is: contested, dre: not ta vote on the-ques+ 
lion of: that: tight as itis ceident: they cannot do 
if it izever to be: decided sarhat differéace will it 

‘make to them thata: Hose of Representatives is 
- formed in the manner pave sandi pori 
the question of their title: to. seats shall be dëter- 
mined, as it should,.ard doubtless: walt te; before 
order shali i . 
siness? tiita ae T a. = . rae i “ey A 
“ Having. been thus ‘enrolled: ani anneanced: as 
themters’eléct of ‘the:-26th' Congress, presest at 
the:time and place ‘appointed by-law for ite meet- 
ing, ler theoath or affirmation ‘be thereupon: ad- 
iminis'ered; at provided in the Censti uton: : With- 


be taken-by the House on another bu- | 


; com 


out the taking of sevh.oath-or affirme ion, by which | 


the Constitution (art. Sth) declares’ that ‘Senators 
and: Representatives. “shall be bound,” it seems 'to 
me that we ‘cannot rightfully proceed:a single step 
in the performance of cur duties. "53 =>> 


- -I am aware that the/taw of 1789, tefurred to the - 


other day-by the geetleman from New ‘Yori; [Mr; 
Banniard; provides that the Speaker shail, imme 
diately upon“ his ‘election, ‘adm:ni-ter the oath or 
affirmation ‘to “the ‘members. Bat does :it,:there- 
fore,-fotlow: that it cannot: be -admimisteved before 
sachelec:idn?™ By what authority is the oath, pre 
scrired inthe same: clause of the Constitution, ad- 
ministered 10 the President by the’ Chief-Justice of 
the Unied States? By -worte, etdept:the general- 


authority bf that ftnet onary: tovadmihister, intir- | 


tue of his judicial offide, all oaths provided for by 


the Constitution of the United States. The tawiof 


1789 prov:des for:the ‘swearierof the ‘members 
after the e ection of a Speaker; bat who ‘does net 
see, who, in'6ed; dres: nót: nrw: know; that the 
House of Representatives may be called on to etr- 
ercise some of its most important ‘and respensible 
functior £ before the election of a Speaker? +t = w 

Let, theo, the Chief Ju-t'ce ef this District; who 
has anthovity to‘sdminister all lawful caths within 


its limit«, be invited: to take h's stand atthat table | 


and administer the oath: to. support the: Con-titt 
tion of the’ Uni ed States to the membets:.whese 
names shall have thos been enrolled... Then, sir, 
shall'we-be a House, compe'ent to act in ihe exe- 
cation of the high trust which the: pevple aad :the 
Con-titution have committed to we. © > =T= 


But what shall ‘we then have ‘a right to do, | 


touching the question which has agitated. thie body 
for the last eight days? Sir, we shall have aright 
 to-judge of th2 elections, returns, and qualifica- 
-tions”.of .the members chosen or supposed . to be 
chosen, to represent the people on this floor. That 
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right we shafi have derived from the Constitution 
of the United States, which declares that “ each 
Howse shall be the judge of the elections, returns, 
aad qualificat ons of its own members.” “ Each 
House.” What isa “ House,” within the meaning 
of this clause of the Constitation? Let the Con- 
stitution itself answer. The second section de- 
¢lares that the “ House of Representatives shall be 
dof members chosen every second year 
by the people of the several States.” It has been 


said on this floor that there cannot be a House com- | 
petent to make any decision on a question involv- ;: 


ingà judgment as to the right óf members to seats, 


of Speaker and Clerk. . But such is not the lan- 


guage ofthe Constitution. A Speaker and Clerk |: 
ft are not essential e!ements in the composition of a 


“ House,” for the Constitution dec'ares that it 
shall be composed of membere chosen by the people. 
When the Representatives elected, ora quorum of 
them, have come together at the place appointed by 
law, and recognised each other as members, then is 
there a House of Representatives, organized and 
competent, having taken the oath, ‘ to judge of 
elect'ons, r. turns, and qualifications.” A presid- 
ing officer, of s6me name, and a Clerk, are indeed 
necessary for its efficient action; the one to receive 
and propouad questions, and the other to record 
the proceedings on them. But they are not neces- 
sary to make a House of Representatives. They 
do not give it its power, but are themselves the 
creatares of that power; for the Constitution de- 
Glares that “the House of Representatives shall 
whoose their Speaker and other officers;” manifestly 
implying that itis a Monse of Representatives be- 
fore such ehoice ts sde ips 

And, sir, it ie tot dnly a House of Representa- 
tives: before: the ¢hoice of its' Speaker aud Clerk, 
bat it is orgenised, in the ‘most important and es- 
sential meaning of that term. To organize, ‘is, šc- 
cording to the best lexicographers, “to - construct 
[bring together] se that one part may @o-operate 
with another.” ‘Thus the Representatives of thé 
people donot, before they assemble, constitute a 
House of Representatives, ized in any sense, 
for they ate. but the scattered elements of which it 
is tó be: “‘eomposed f 
_brought-togother, at the time “and. place provided 


by Jaw for their assembling, and have recognised © 
each. 


ch. ‘other in’ the ‘character of Representatives, 
then «may all the: parts “co-operate.” They be- 


the elections; returns, and qualifications of those 
whose rights to seats shall be contested. -> 

But it hasbeen said by: the gentleman from 
Georgia before me, [Mr. Cooper.] that the Con- 


_ Stitution authorizes the House to judge of the elec- 


tions, returns, and qualifications only of its “own 
members," and therefore that it eannot jadgée in: the 
gase-of the New Jersey members dlect, tntil: they 


. shall fhave ‘taken ‘their seatr:as ‘sembers of the 


| coukd aet upor 
x mem : bers: a 

|: Nowy sir, if 
seems to me it proves (o0'mach.-: Does it not bring 


And 


‘Howse. His language was: Without being in. his 
seat, exercising his: rights, -the-tnember “elect is-no 
mesaber;? frony which: hé drew the eonclasion 
that; inasmuch as: the «House conid “judge” only 
in the case of its own ‘members, the ‘gentlemen’ se- 
tarned frons New Jersey must, in the first place, 
‘pa ‘admitted to seats -as members before. the House 


this reaoning proves any- thing, it 
us to the-vonclasion that the” question whether a 
seat shall be-tuken by a clainvant to it-can sever be 


considered by the body of which he seeks to be- 
gome a member, tintil he has actxally faken: his 


seal, and thus precluded the possibility of action:on ; 


the question whether it shell be taken? -'This sis'the 
inevitable. conclusion from that constractionofthe 


Constitution which makes a man amember de facto, | 
in-order to give the Do aeann a i 
ean any thing be more preposterous and:ab- | l 
: ` : a t; OR a ae Sg ii whole merits of the New Jersey election shal] havé 


‘urd tan this? 


| > With gréat respect for the logical ‘acumen of the 


‘gentleman fror Gecrgia, as well as for himself, I 


must be permitted to say that he has carried his 


favorite: doctrine of strict constraction tu the extent 
Of a rigid adherence to the mere letter, in opposition 


m Butas soon: as they: ate | 


the qaestion of their right to: Be, 
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to the manifest meaning of the Constitution. Thus 
he gave emphasis to the word “own” in the expres. 
sion “each House shall be the judge of the elec. 
lions, &c. of its own members,” when it is mani. 
fest that that word was introduced, not to give em- 


phasis to the supposed idea of actual membership, 


but as a natural and necessary exp'etive, in speak- 
ing of the membership—in whatever sense that 
word m'ght have been used——of one House, in dis- 
tinction from that of the o her. 

In common parlance, those who are elected as 
Representatives are denominated members of 


, Congress; yet nobody understands that they are 
wntil it shall have been orzanized by the e'ection -i 


any thing more than members elect until admitted 
to seats on this floor. In strictness, they can, until 
admitted to seats, be Cenominated only Representa- 


i: tives to represent the pople in the Congress of the 


| United States, and caunot be called members, 


| the exercise of the power. 
i ; >. -Butít is said that the House has no power to 
come an organized body, capable of concentrated i! 
aétion; and may proceed, being sworn, to judge of |: 


., Since membership necessarily implies organization, 
| which cannot take place until the Representatives 


elect are brought together and embodied so as to 


| form a House, 


The evident meaning of the Cons‘itution is, that 
the House shall be the judge of the elections, re- 


i turns, and qualifications of its own members elect. 


Indeed, the gentleman from Georgia seems him- 
self, after all, to regard membership in such a light 
as to give countenance to this construction, and 
overturn the whole argument he had based upon 
the assumption that there must be actual member- 
ship; that is, “being in his seat, exercising his 
righ‘s,” in order to enable the House to judge; for 


| he afterwards says, “hey (the New Jersey claim- 
: ants under the Governor’s commission) were mem- 
bers sefore you or l assembled here.” Now, sir, 


if, according to the gentleman’s declaration, a per- 


, son elected as a Representative is a member before 


the- assembling of the Represe:tatives, and, of 


i course, before he shall have taken bis seat, may 


not the House, according to his own reasoning, 
jadge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of 
such member before he takes his seat? He makes 
the power of the House to judge depend upon the 
fact of membership, and then declares that such 
miembership exists before the Repre:en'a‘ives as- 
‘semble. Plaisly, then, the 1 mitation of the judi- 
cial power of the House to the case of “its own 


; mémberš” does not, as thé gentleman contends, 


make aetval membership a condit’on 


precedent to 


entertain the question whether the gentiemen bring- 
ing commissions from the Governor of New Jer- 
sey shall take seats on this floor, because the State 
of New Jersey has herself adjudged upon this 


-quest‘on, and the returns of the Governor ofthat 


State, in the form of commiss ons, are conclusive: 
evidence of that judgment. But to what conclu- 
sion will this lead us? If there is any force in this 
segge-tion, who shall limit i's application? D. es 
it not app'y with equal force to the genera! power 


' of the Hon e of Representatives to judge -of the 
elections cf is members? May it not.be said, at 


any stage of the proceedhiigs, that the State has ad- 
jadged.apon thé question cf the right of the claim- 
ants holding its: commi-sio:? And is not, in effect, 
all power over this sabject thus taken from. the 
House of Représentative:? we 


i. -Ff, as T think I haveshown, a quorum of undis- 


puted members of the Twenty-sixth Congress, be- 


' ing sworn, Will have power, before the election of a 


Speaker, to judge of the elections, returns, and 


‘qualifications of thuse who shall not have been ad- 


. mitted to seals, the question will next arise-—Te . 
- what extent should the power be then exercised? 


Obviously, it seems to me, only to the extent of 


judging of the “returns” of the members. To go’ 


behind them, at that stage of its erganization, 
would in most cases, and certainly in the present 
care, involve.a delay in the permanent organiza- 
tion of the House whieh would be ruinous to the 


‘public interests: - Who. is willing to keep the 


wheels of Government at a dead: stand until the 


' been investigated and decided? Who does notsee that | 
an entire month will not suffice for that investiga- 


tion, reaching, as it will, the ballot boxes, and in- 
quiring, as it may, into the validity of perhaps two 
or three hundred votes deposited in them? : 
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A jadgment upon the “returns” only will in- 
volve an inquiry of a comparatively short duration; 


but, whether shorter or longer, we are elearly | 


bound to enter upon it, and come to a decision be- | 
fore any permanent organization shall be made, or ` 


any other bussiness done. While I would not 


give toa Governor's commission the conclusive - 


effect for which some have cuntended, I would give 
to it, emanating as it does from the highest and 
most diiectly responsible of the State authorities, the 


j 


i 
i 
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effect of placing a member in his seat, and enabling | 


him to hold it, until the most searching and 
thorough scrutiny into the who'e process that pre- 
ceded its execution, beginning at the ballot boxes, 
should have clearly demonstrated that it did not 
embody the expressed willof the people by whose 
agent, constituted by that people for that very pur- 
pose, ithad been executed. 

I have said that the House should, before pro- 
ceeding to any other business, judge of the refurns 
of the members. But what are returns of mem- 
bers? Is the certificate of the Secretary of the 
State of New Jersey, which has been read at the 
Currx’s table, a return? By what law was it made 
such? Hows it invested with an official character, 
in which character alone it can have force and 
effect any where? If it is suught to establish facts 
supposed to be pertinent to this case by the decla- 
ration of the Secretary of the State of New Jersey, 


let them be put into the form of a deposition, and | 


let the oath be administered to him that they are 
the trath, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth. But would this constitute a “return?” 
Clearly not. 


But what, I again ask, is the return of a member? ` 


Tt is that by which his election is cerfified io us by 
the authority constituted for that purpose by the 
State from which he comes. 


and the only return contemplated in the clause of | 
It is true that, | 


the Constitution now in question. 
in the process of ascertaining who is elected, there 
are used the returns of votes by the judges of the 
election to the county clerk, and the return of the 
county clerk to the Governor. Bat neither of 
these, in this case, is a return of the member sup- 


posed to be elected. The language of the grant of | 


Tùis 1s the return, į 


New Jersey Question—Mr. Slade. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


35 
H. cf Reps. 


POEL] says, let us have the voice ef the ballot 
boxes. So say I. The voice of the bailot boxes! 
They have already spoken to us throvgh the only 
organ appointed by the laws of New Jersey to 
speak to us; and we are bound to hear ent regard 
that voice, until there shall come up from the 
deepest recesses of the ballot boxes a voice that 
shall tell us whether fraud and falsehood hare 
found a lurking place within those sacred 1epcsite- 
ries of the evidence of tho People’s will. 

The gentleman from New York affects to regard 
the il egal returns of certain judges of electi ns as 
the voice of the ballot boxes. but, sir, the voice 
of the ballot boxes is, to all the purpos s of deter- 
mining who shall take seats a, member. o" this 
` body, that expression from them, and that alone, 
: which the people of New Jersey kave by their laws 
į Getermised. The ballot box has no power of itsif 
| to speak; it can uter no voce but throngh those 
| who have its custody, and are appointed by law to 
| certify its contents, Ifa judge or inspector of e'ec- 
| tions has b-en illegally or fraudu'ently appointed, 
| and that, perhaps, for the very purpose of admit- 
| ting illeyal voies, or making false return», shall his 
| cert fica‘e be taken as the voice of the ballot box? 
| Is he competent to speak in its name? No, sr. If 
:| you would get the voice of the ballot box in that 
| Case, you must get it by testimony which shall car- 
‘| Ty you back of a'l returns. But the taking of this 
į te-timony is not proposed by the ge:tleman from 
| New York; it is, evidently, what he does not want. 
; I understand the gentlemen holding the Governor’s 
į commissions as desiring to take this te:timony, and 
| thus go to the bottom of the whole matter. But 

the appropriate time for doing so, we a'l know, has 
if not arrived. Such an investization, at this stage 
|| of the proceedings, is utterly impracticab e; and 
yet it, cbviou-ly, mnst be gene into, if we go back 
| of the return which the pecple of New Jersey have 

determined by their election law sha'l be maze to 
the House of Representatives of the United States. To 
stop in this backward process tll we get quite 
|| beyond the judges and inspectors of election 
|| înto the ballot box, every body can see 
‘| would be improper, and might work great in- 
justice. Indeed, if there is any reason why we 


power to the House is, “ Shall be the judge of the ij should go back of the Governor’s return, for the 


elections, returns, and qualifications of its own 
members.” It is the return of the member, then, 
of whic, under that partof the grant having re- 


ference to “returns,” the House is to judge, and | 
not the returns of votes by the judges of election | 
to the county clerk, or the returns of those returns, | 
summed up, by the county clerk to the Governor. | 


These are not a return of the member or the election 
of the member. 


return only that we are authorized to judge under 


the authority given us to judge of “ returns.” | 


When we come to judge of the “election,” the 
whole case is then opened, and we may judge of 


every thing touching the qualifications of voters, j 


or the reception and returns of their votes by the 
officers appointed for those purposes, 


returns of members. 

In judging of the return of a member, we are to 
judge, in the first place, whether it is genuine and 
authentic; and, in the next place, whether the 
functionary by whom it purports to have been 
made was authoriz-d by the laws of the State to 
make it. 

Bat I shall be asked, may we not also inquire 
into the grounds on which it has been made? If 
there have been fraudulent returns, or omissions of 
returns of votes to the Governor, may not these 
frauds be inquired into? Certainly they may. But 

_ When? Whenever it is proper to go behind the re- 
turn in our investigations. 


genuineness of the return, and the authority of the 
functionary who makes it, who shall stop us, who 
Ought to stop uz, till we got to the very bottom of 
the ballot boxes? If we are to go into the question 
of fraud, what fraud touching the election shall we 

.. leave unprobed? None, Justic2, and honor, and 
fairness, cry Out—None! 


The gentleman from New York [Mr. Vanper- 


But when that is dore, | 
When we go beyond the point of deciding upon the | 


Such a return can only be made 
to th s House by that functionary which the State 
law appoints for that purpose; and it is of sucha | 


But this | 
would be a very different thing from judging of the | 


purpose of examining the gregnds on which it has 
been made, that reason operates with equal, if not 
greater, force, to carry us back of the judges’ and 
inspectors’ returns, to examine the true grounds on 
which they were made. Tne gentleman from New 
York would carry us at once back of the Go- 
vernor’s return to the illegal returns, but there he 
would stop! Though no law of the people of New 
Jersey has authorized the judges and inspectors of 
election to speak to us on this subject, yet we are 
to take their unofficial statements (unofficial, be- 
cause not made according to the law of New 
Jersey (as conclusive against the right of the re- 
turned members to take their seats on this floor. 
If the statements of the judges and inspectors of 
election are to be used at all here, they must be 


returns. 
ships in question in this case, have never made any 
legal returns to any body; and if we are to take 
their affidavits in proof that the Governor’s return 


is not what it ought to be, then must we take testi- | 


mony touching the question whether the pretended 
returns of the judges and inspectors were what they 
ought to have been. In other words, we must go 
into the whole case, which we all know to be imprac- 
ticable now; and, what is more, which those here 
who are contending against the right of the returned 
members, do not want togointo now. They want 
we should go half the way, and there stop. The 
bottom of the ballot boxes is what, if I can undere 
stand their movements, they dread to see. 

I have thus, Mr. Chairman, adverted to the ex- 
traordinary embarrassment in which we are placed, 
and suggested what appeared to me the only modes 
of escape. I have considered what would be the 
constitutional power of a recognised quorum of the 
members elect of the Twenty-sixth Congress, pre- 
sent in this place, without a Speaker; maintaining 
that it extends to the fuil measure of the grant of 
power to the House of Representatives to judge of 
the elections, returns, and qualifications of its 


i 


| 


:, equally with the other? 


verified by oath—we cannot regard them as official | 
The judges and inspectors of the town. `; 


[| ttled to hold? 


members, though practically limited, from the ne- 
cessity of the case, at the opening of Congress, to a 
; Judgment on the “returas” only. I have spoken 
of the nature of the “returns”? which seem to me to 
be specially intended in the clause of the Constitv- 
lion which gives the House of Representatives the 
power of judging; while I hzve expressed my sen'e 
of the Gear aad undoubted claim which the re~ 
turns, or commissions from the Governor of New 
Jersey, give the gentlemen who bear them, to seats 
on this floor. 


But, sir, undoubted as I regard the right of these 


| gentlemen to seats here, it is equally clear to me 


that the question of ihe validi y of thatrightis sub- 
ject to the judgment of the House of Representa- 
tives, from the moment it becomes a House, by the 


| presence of a quorum of undisputed members; and 


that its power of judging ex'ends as weil to the 
i claim to take seats, as to that of re‘aining them 
afier they are taken. It seems to me a great 
error to assume that gentlemen bearing returns, 
| even of the most unquestionable validity, may 
i take their seats af all events, without submitting 
their returns to the judgment of the body to 
which the Cun‘titution hes expressly given the 
; Power of judging of the re urns of itsmembers. If 
the House cannot judge of the righi to take a seat 
under a return from a State authority, with what 
propriety can it judge ofthe rght to retan a seat 
after itis taken? If the exerc:se of the powerit 
the House to judge in the first case conflicts with 
“Stale rights,” dces it not equally so in the latter? 
. If “consolidation” is connected with one, is it not 
If one is liable to abvusc, 

is not the other a’so? If the Executive, as has 
. been suggested, can influen:ea subserv.e.t House 
to deny to a Representative the seat he is jus'ly en- 
tit'ed tə take, may he no’, throuzh the same influ- 
ence, thrus’ him from a se-t which heis justly en- 
Does it fullow, from the possible, 
or prubable, or even certain, abuse of power, that 
it does not exis? What power has been more 
grossly abused than the Executive power of re- 
moval? And yet, who denies its existence? Is it 
possible for the Executive to thrust his influence 
into the House of Representatives more directly 
and flagrantly in the case of a contested election 
than he has in controlling its action in the exercise 
of its admitted powers of legislation, eithee by his 
direct influence on its members, or by the control 
he has exerci-ed, through his cfficial dependants, 
upon the elections? If the non-existence of power 
is i0 be inferred from its po-sib'e or actual abuse, 
of what rower supposed to be conferred on Con- 
gress or the Executive may they not stripped, until 
they become a mere sh'dow? Sir, the question of 
power ia no branch of th's G--vernment is subject 
to such a lcose, sliding rule cf construction as this. 

Mr. Chairman, if the doctrine be correct that the 
' House of Representatives has no power, under the 
| Constitution, to judge of the right of an individual 
' to become one of its constituent parts, then is the 
whole question resolved into the law of force. 
: Like every other case where there is no tribunal to 
| decide, the law of physical strength must govern. 
The doctrine against which I am contending gives 
to the States a complete and unqualified indepen- 
derce in regard to this matter, and leaves the 
whole question as to who shall take seats in Con- 
gress to be decided by negotiation! 


But let me not be misunderstood. The States 
| have the right, as we all know, under the Constitu- 
tion, to prescribe the times, places, and manner of 
holding elections; though Congress may, at plea- 
sure, “make or alter such regulations.” Congress 
has never legislated on this subject; and therefore 
the whole matter of the elections of Representatives 
to Congress is left to State regulation. The qualifi- 
cations of the electors—the mode of voting—the 
custody of the ballot boxes: or the poll poole 
ihe supervision of the elections—the return i 
votes to the cflicer or officers appointed 1? ae 
them, and the manner in which the cab the 
election shall be certified, are all preser A k : 
laws of the several States. The Hons 0 ge - 
sentatives of the United States are to take all these 
. d d them; and, instead of an- 
regulations as they fin ro th arcto make 
‘dertaking to repeal or medi‘y them, 
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them the rule of judging of the elections and re- 
‘turns of members. ` wear 

~ Thus, for example, in the case before us, the 

law of the State of New Jersey provides that the 

Goversor, with the assistance of the Privy Coun- 

~ cil, shall cast wp the whole number of votes re- 

` eeived from the several counties for each candi- 

` date, and determine the six persons who have re- 

~ ceived the greatest number of votes from the whole 

State for Representatives in Congress; of all which 

the Governor is made the certifying officer. To 

this law the House of Representatives are to give 

` foll effect; but yet théy must “judge” what is its 

full efect. This is theiy province. They may 

- misjudge, but yet they mast jadge—right or wrong. 

` Thus, in the case before us, there is a. question of 

fact and a question of Iaw for the House to decide: 

of fact, namely, whether the signatate and the seal 

' attached to'the returns Or commissions are genuine; 

-and of law, whether they are made in the ferm, 

“and certified by the officer, and verified: by the seal, 

ibed by the laws of the State of ‘New Jersey. 
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flagrant disregard of the laws of New Jersey. 
Waat I meant was, that it would be no usurpation 
of power for the House thus to adjudge and decide. 
` Deeming such judgment to be within its competency, 
the errors of that judgment, whatever they might 
be, would, in strictness, be no infringement of State 
rights, though, in exercising its power of judging, 
the House might disrezard, or not give sufficient 
weight to, the laws of New Jersey. 
Respectfully, . W. SLADE. 
December 18, 1839. 


REMARKS OF MR. SALTONSTALL, 


Or MASSACHUSETTS. 
In the House of Representa‘ives, December 13, 1839— 


to ge at this time into the elec'ion of Speaker— 


. The question being on Mr. Prorrit’s motion to | 
reconsider the motion of Mr. SmıtH, of Maine, | 


„Mr. SALTONSTALL (it being late in the : 
eveniag) assured gentlemen that it was no part of : 
his object to “speak against t'me,” but as one op- | 
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It is not necessary for me to go at large into the 
consideration of questions which have been so long 
under debate: but I hold that there are some few 
principles, well settled, andsome facts not disputed, 
which lead irresistibly to the conclusion that those 
gentlemen who have been regularly returned ac. 
cording to the laws of New Jersey have a constitu- 
tional right to their seats here, and this notwith- 
standing this proposition has not been maintained 
by a vo'e of the majority. Iknow not whether 
the New Jersey members are now in this hall; I 
trust they are. Had I been so returned—and I 
now address the members of this House, and en- 
treat them to divest themselves of party feeling and 
prejudice, and say whether I do not express their 
own feelings—had I been so returned, and had 
come up to this place bearing in my hand the com- 
mission of my State, under its great seal, ] shculd 
feel bound, notwithstanding the vote you have 
passed, or any vote you may pass, not to recede 
from the House; but when the other gentleman, ad- 
milted to be a Représ-ntative from my State, upon 


¥f the genuineness and fegality are shown or ad- | 
mitted, then do they become evidence to the House ; 
of Representatives of the fact that the persons 

named in thein have beewtelected by the people of . 


portunity was yet affrded him, he mus’, before the |; 4 commission precisely similar, should be called up 
final vote shou'd be taken, occupy a few minutes `: tO be qualified, I should go forward and demand to 
in bearing his solemn testimony against what he i: be sworn. I weuld hold up my commission, refer 
- feared was about to te perpetrated against thecon- |; tO the Constitu’ion of the Union and the Jaws of 
` the State of New Jersey to represent that State‘in i! stitutional rights of the State of New Jersey. Ido lj ™Y State, and £ should say to this body, as- 

the Congress of the United States; andthe evidence, '| not (said Mr. S.) say this with any view to fan the | sembled upon no higher cr better authority than 
` too, which the State of New Jersey has determined || fame of par'y excitement in h's House—far from |, min’, “This Cen-t tution amiborizes the S ates to 

shall be the verifivation, here, of their right to take || it; on the contrary, I sincere!y wsh I could allay ' lez sa'e on the subject of elections, to determire 


their seats as Representatives of the people of that 
“State: The Hoase has no right to say ‘that this 
shall not be evideace. The State of New Jersey 
has decided that it shal! be, and ihe House ‘sto re- 
ceive it as evidence, and “judge” accordingly. 
New Jersey bas determined what shall be done to 
farish to the Heaze-of Representatives. evidence 

~ of the election of members, ‘bat the ‘Hotise ‘most 
_ -jorge wh-ther it kas been done as the State has, by 
- Jaw, provided. > ' BOGI g5 Stes a 
Thes, Mr. Chairman, are the rights of the States 

~» fully recgnised,; while the indi le- power. of 
“the House of Representa ives to jutge' remains un- 


oo { nrod hardly add, for Ehave alresdy sufficiently 
my fall conviction that : the | fetoras by 


"the Governor of New-Jersey of Mr. Aycnies and 


© his associates as members eect of the Twenty-eizth | 
~ Cofigress’ aie: in accordance with the laws enacted 


ate 


. by the authority of the people of that Btate; and ` 


` that the House of Representatives, when forihed, 

. = will be bownd so fo a:tjudge, ami 10 adatit tRentac- 

cordingly—lesving the questions of the legality’ of 

© the returns cf the judges’ of election, of the pro- 

- ceed ngs at the polls, and of the votes depesi'ed ia 

the baik.t boxes, to be afterwards decided, as stich 

» questions have be n heretofore uniformly decided, 

1. upon a diseusson of the ‘case, as it shall bære- 
' . ported; after investigation by a standing committee 

- Of the Hone. -> ha Se SS peu 
+: | - While 1 think that a.decision by the House, ‘that 
i> the gentlemneo bearing the Goversor’s commiss'ons 
+ are not entitled to take seats on. this floor, would 


_ be no infring ment of State rights, J. am eqoally | 


< Clear that. to. refuse them seats: would: be gross:in-~ 
.: fastieé1o them, and -a flagrant. disregard of the 


» laws of the State:whore people they-c'am:torepre- 
- sent. ae ee eG ibn aed 
- Of their right finally to retain the seats to which | 


. they are now entitled, I do not intend, asof course, 
a : That-ques- 

tion is4o0 be settled when the appropria‘e time ar- ` 
__Tives for going behind the Ă“returas,”. of commis- | 
sions, from the Governor of New Jersey. When- . 


it does n t become me, pow todpeak 


_, ever that shall be done, the;e is no place where I 

-. would stop, until the bottom of the ballot bores 

“should be reached, ard the wil of the | voters 
of the State of New Jersey fully disclosed. : 


” misunterstood in the last paragrah bat one of my 


.., Speech, published in your paper of yesterday. | kf 


+ does not clearly express what I intended. _-,. 
There may sem to be a contradic ign between 

that a decis:on by the House that the gentle- - 

__mea bearing the Governor's commissicns are not 

~ Gh‘itied to take seats would be no infringement of 

. State rights, and saying, as at the close of the same — 

| parsgtaph, that to refuse them seats would be a 


-Sayi 
ret d 


Mr. Eniron: I perceive that Tam liable to be | iety and excitement. 


t 


| 


-r 


4. existing state of things. 


that fel) spirit, which should never enter this hall | 


of l-gislation. - It is deeply to be regretied that 
party names aud appeals to party should ever have 
been introduced bere, as though we were assem- 
bled as representa ives of political parties, and not 
of the whole people. I shou!d consider that mana 
great benefactor t6 his country, who should cause 
to be es alished and enforced a rule-which should 
put an end to this practice. . It Yesens the dignity 
-of debate, leads to personalities, and tends te-excite 
passions inconsistent with the correct disqharge of 
our daty. poo 


Mr. Chairman, Ì thank We: Eee eman who 
he : 


, under this Constitution, ItJs not 
goncerns merely the five.m@mberg from New Jer- 
sey, of that State alone. 
i ‘s Union—to the 


in rising is to. bear 
usion of the returned 
I believe their. right 
as good as ours.. I 


„I repeat, sir, my chief ofje 
. my TESTIMONY against the fex 
members from New Jers¢y 
to seats upon this floor 
| believe that they come 
‘the. evidence of their righ@fis perfect, and that their 
, Fejection by us will be against all precedent—all 
usage—all. authority—all constitutional law and order. 
, This is strong language, sir; but we profess still to 
liva in a free Republic. . This is the Hause of the 
. people's Representatives, and I feel it to be my 
daty to.speak the truth -with plaipness. .. . 
: From some rematks of the, honorable gentleman 


he expressed, Lam. perspded that thissubject is not 


| yet fully or correctly understood by all. members; 
| gad I think that his construction, of. the Constitu- 
| tion, by which be would have this House, before its | 


: organization, go behind the returns, and, in effect, 
decide upon the election, admits of a satisfactory 
answer io a few words. I shall endeavor to make 

ity in the course of my.. remarks, and should have 
replied more fally, had I been able to obtain the 
fioor at the time. < -40 2 7 io a aÈ 

-One word, sir, about the: delsy of which we now 
hear go-much.: Itis very true—too true—that we 
have been here eight or ten days withouifeffecting 


country is:looking in this direction under great anx- 
-Bht who caused this delay? 
I acknowledge no responsibility for myself or. my 
friends. | We have not produced nor sanctioned the 
We have opposed no ot- 
struction: to the organization of the House ia the 
usual mode. Those are responsible, and those only, 
. who bave leagued-and gene together against un- 
broken nsege, agaiast plain -principles.of justice, 
and against the settled course of proceediog, from 


the earliest period of this Government, 


- 


moved the: reconsideration. estion before 
, usis one of the most impo h~ hag arisen 
question which’ 


question of vital | 


as high autnority-—that 


_ from South Carolina.[Me. Picuzys] and the views- 


. an organization of ‘this body, and that the whole i 


how they shall be holden, and how the result shall 
be returned, uniess superseded by the | gi-latioacf 
Congress. My State has legislated—she has pre- 
scribed the time, place, and minner of holding elec- 
tions of Representatives, how the votes shall be re- 
turned and examined, and how h-r Repr. sentatives 
shali be commission-d. Her laws have not been 
altered by Congress. I have been duly commis- 
sicned, ac rding to law. Here are my creden- 
tials—I am. ready tə be sworn. I claim a right 
which has mever been denied to my prede<es:ors, 
holding similar returns, from the beginnirg of this 
Government—nay, f.om the beginuing of th? old 
Confederation of the thirteea States, whos? efforts 
and sacrifices won our independenc:.”” To such a 
demand what answér could be given? Could he 
who shall fill that chair—could this House reject 
me? No. No man has ever come into this House 
‘before, banring such a document; to whom it 
has been said, “stand aside!” Let us, then, 
panse; before we take the final, I may aimost say 
the fatal, step. Bere 
Mr. Chairman, I have səid there are some prir- 
ciples and some facts in this case, which may be 
considered as-settied. I will state them to the 
House, because, to my mind, it follows from them, 
as clearly as a conclusion ever follows from esta- 
blished premises, that the returaed members fron 
New Jers-y are members af this House of Represent- 
atives, It is settled by the Cons‘itution itself (sec- 
tion 4) that, nntil Coogress shal] establish regula- 
tions on the subject, each Sate has a righi to, pre- 


_, Presentatives, of detérmining the resu't, and of the 
| credentials to be given to the per.ons elected;. and 
[the elections must be held, and the subsequent pro- 
ceedings had, according fo such Jaws. New Jersey 
has done this—her Jaw. has never been altered by 
Congres; aad it has been shown, by a reference to 
her statutes, how the returns of her elections are to 
. he made; how, and by what authority, they are to 
„be examined, and the result determined; and how 
the comm'ssions of her Représentatives are to. be 
if given. All this is not denied. It cannet-be... The 
1 


. commissions of the five ({ will not yet say rejected) 
members, have been spread upon your table— 
they have been read “again and again, and - 
no man has questioned. their genuineness, or 
„pretended to ceny that they are in exact 
. conformity. wih -the laws of New Jersey. 
Some other things are very clear. Tt is not 
denied to have been a. settled principle-in this. 
| Government, founded on invariable usage, that 
il persons coming hére with regular returns . from 

their States we:e entitled thereon to take their seats 
| in this hall, and to act as Representatives, until, 
-upon full examination, it shall appear that they 
‘had not been daly e'eeted. ‘This has been ad- 
mitted and-practised upon from the beginning 


| 
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ne 


mission ia his hand, been rejected; on the con- 
trary, such pers ns have always beea qualrfied and 
taken theic seats, although at the time it was per- 
fe-tly well known that there were claimants who 
would insist before the House that they, and not 
the commissioned individuals, had been legally 
elected, and ought lo have been returned. Let an in- 
stance be produced lo the contrary. There never 
wasone. Amonz all the cases of contested elec- ll 
tions no exception is to be found. No one ever || 
moved that persons holding returns should be recog- i] 
nised as membeis; they were admitted of course. | 
Why, thea, this new proceeding? Here is no con- 
flict between returns. Who pretends that the 
claimants hold credentials according to the laws of | 


New Jersey? I call upon their friends to show `| 


Never, until now, has any one, with such a com- I| of proceeding, 


their commissions. ‘hey cannot be produced. — 


Tney do not exist; and although the resolution of re 


the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. RHETT, } 
making it the daty of this House to decide who 
are entilel to seats, is still in force, no one will 
now rise ia his place and say that they ought to ke 
admitted. Noone movesit. Whynot? Because 
they are not regularly returned. They have no 
legal evidence of their right to seats. Although 
gentlemen have marched up to the pcint of reject- 
ing men who hold the regular legal Teturns, there 
they stop; they cannot bring themselves to take the 


one step further, and admit persons who have no | 


returns to show. Still we have seen these claim- 
ants coming into this hall, (ihe first time the ai- 
tempt was ever made.) We have seen them come 
within this bar, put the'r names upon seats ia this 
House, and occupy them during the debate. Nay, 
we have ssen them go forward and vote! Yes, we 
have seen ten or e‘even persons vote as Represen- 
tatives from a State entitled, under the Constitu- 
tion, to but six! This is in violation of all usage; 
and if it is hereafter to be followed as a precedent, 
we have seen enough to satisfy us that it must pro- 


duce the utmost embarrassment and confusion. 


Mr. Chairman, I contend that it clearly follows, 
from the principles and the facts I have siated, that 
the gentlemen who present themselves here with 
commissions from the Executive authorities of 
New Jersey, issued in pursuance of the laws of 
the State, are, a! this moment, members of this House 
Representatives. Their commissicns are not now 


merely prima facie ev.dence; they are conclusive as i 
to their present rigut to seats. I ask, then, by what | 


authority can we reject them? I know it has been 
said shat there is a circumstance which d:ffers this - 
case from others, butI have not been able to see 
it. What is it? Why, forsooth, that the evidence 
in favor of those contesting the sea's has been 
handed to the Clerk of this House; whereas, in 
Freceding cascs, tha was never done. And why 
net? Because it is a settled principle of parlia- 
mentary law, that a claimant who disputes the 
rght of a returned member must come here by 
petition. He must come, as a gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, who had taken a seat on this floor, 
but who has been dismis ed very wnceremonionsly, 
will come. There is no dispute as to the praetice, 
The rale of this House is founded upon it. What 
isthe meaning of this rule? Let us see it: “It 
shail be the duty of the Committze of Elections to 
examine and report upon the certificates of elec- 
tion or other credentials of the members returned 
to serve in this House, and to take into their eon- 
sideration all such petitions and other matters touch- 
ing elections and returns as. shall or may be pre- 
ented or come into question and be referred to 
them by the House.” This rule is the law of the 
House on this subject. It is made the duty of the 
committee, appointed after the House is organized, 
, to examine and report upon petitions touching elec- 
tions and returns, 
This rale, and the practice under it, account for 
the loose. manner in which the roll has been made 
out—from newspapers, private letters, or personal 
information. There being but one regular return 
from ad strict, and contested elections being ex- 
- amined by committees upon petitions from the 
claimants, no confusion will ordinarily arise. 


The invariable usage as to contested elections is 
the only correct, indeed, the only practicable mode 
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I believe the House is now satis- 
fied of this. 

The expediency of the usual course has never 
been questioned. No attempt to alter the rule was 
ever made. Then, if certain gentlemen hold the 
official returns, wit’ the usual attestation of the 
State authorities, I hold that their right to be quali- 
fied as members is perfect. I go with the gentle- 
man from South Carolina [Mr. RuerTT} in his 
doctrine that legal commissions from a sovereign 
State confer a title to seats in the first instance. If 
this is State Rights doctrine, lama State Rights man. 
It is sound censtitutional doctrine. What! when the 


ii Constitution bas settled the number of Representa- 


tives to which each State is entitled; when it has 
conceded tothem the power of legislating on their 
own elections and returns, can it contended, for 
one moment, and that, too, by State Rights men, 
that persons producing legal returns shall not be 


|| recognised as her Representatives? A few days 


ago, I should have said this was impossible. But 
we have seen commissions under the great seal of 
a State, embodying all the authority of a State, 
held up ty-ridicule! We have heard it asserted, in 
this debéte, that a subordinate officer, wholly un- 
authorized by law, may furnish a certificate, under 
his ownseal, entitled to as much, and in this case to 
more, respect than that cf the Chief Magistrate, 
who, and who alone, is empowered by law to grant 
commissions to Representatives. All this—these 
returns with the formalities of law, the highest evi- 
dence known to the law, are said to be mere techi- 
calities—forms of lao! The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Vanperrozt] rejoices that we have cast 
aside these trammels of the law. He calls them 
technicalities—specia] pleading! Sir, if such doc- 
trine is to be sanctioned by our decision, I shall 
consider it as one of the most melancholy events 
in the legislative history of this country. I say it 
more in sorrow than in anger. I solemnly believe 
that nothing has occurred since the adoption of the 
Constitution which inflicts so deep a wound on all 
precedent, on the authority of constitutional law 
and usage, and on the rights of the States and the 
people, as will be inflic'ed if we deprive New Jer- 
sey of her representation in Congress. I rejoice, 
therefore, that the question has been brought again 
under consideration, and I would fain hope that 
gentlemen will consent to adjourn, and take a sober 
thought before they cuncemmate that act on which 
they appear to have resolved. The intervention 
of one night more before the final decision can 
surely make no great difference; yet it will allow 
space, I will not say for repentance, but for reflec- 
tion. And I believe that, when we shall have left 
this scene of excitement, and shall be in the quiet 
of retirement—when we shall look back upon the 
history of our proceedings, none of us will regret 
this night’s delay. 

So strong is my conviction of the right of the 
returned members to seats, that I cannot believe 
that there is a constitutional lawyer of any reputa- 
tion in the country who could have hesitated in 
coming to an opinion in their favor, unless his 
mind had been pre-cccupied by some deep, con- 
trolling party prejudice. Yet the gentleman from 
New York congratulates the House and the coun- 
try on the failure of the resolution of the gentleman 
from Virginia, (although it was not lost by the 
vote of a majority, but by a tie vote.) “The p-o- 
ple have obtained their rights—we have thrown off 
the fetters of technicality and the forms of Jaw!” 
Let me ask that honorable gentleman what he 
means by the forms of law? ‘Throw off the forms 
of law! Why, sir, are not the forms of law the 
great security of our rights? Are they not safe- 
guards, set around us to protect all that is dear to 
us? By way of illastration, let me refer that gen- 
tleman to the 4th article of the amendments to the 
Constitu‘ion: f 

“The right of the people to be secure in their 
per. oas, houses, papers and effects, against unrea- 
sonable searches and seizures, shall not be vio- 


lated; and no warrants shail issue but upon probable 


cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particu- 
larly describing the place to be searched, and the per- 
sons or thing to be seized.” : 

First the principle, then the forms of law pro- 
vided to render it effectual, Here is our security — 
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the forms cf law provi’ed in this article, which 
the people decned important enough to add to the 
Constitution. Sir, under these forms of law we 
Test securely. No man can touch cur persons, of 
seize a thing ke!onging to us, or enter our dwell- 
ings, un'ess upon a warrant made in conformity 
with these forms. What is to save us, ın times of 
high party excitement and commotion—times 
which may come upon us, as they have upon other 
nations—what, in such times, is to save us from 
such outrages as were comm:tied every day and 
every hour amidst the bloody scenes of the French 
Revolution, but a sacred regard to ce tled forms 
and usages, which are indeed the settled principles 
of law? Would the gentleman congratulate the 
country on having the article I have read struck 
from the Constitution—cast cff as mere techni- 
cali y—special pleading? Sir, forms of law, legal 
evidence of the highest character under which the 
members from New Jersey demand their rights 
to-day, may be the only security of yourself, of 
myself, or the gentleman from New York, to- 
morrow. 

I might go on and illustrate the enormity of his 
position, by referring to other parts of the Consti- 
tution and to our laws; but I will not take up the 
time of the House in establishing or illustrating 
what is so plain and obvious. 

I might refer to civil processes—these are all 
forms of law. A déed also. Why should such 
effect be given by law to a privele seal? Why 
must a contract for real estate be in writing to be 


. valid? Why must a will, to operate on real estate, 


: be attested by three witnesse:? 


These are all 


forms—mere forms! But I will not enlarge. The 


i gentleman quite sneered, also, at any reference to 


precedents, He talked of “mere precedents”— 
“the usage of this House.” They were also “forms 
of law.” Mr. Chairman, what are precedents? 
That question was admirably answered by the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisr.] “They 
are the very definitions of the law.” What are 
usages? Are they not the foundation of almost 
all our law; nay, of our Constitution itself? The 
British Constitution, too. Where will he go to 
show me that celebrated system of Government? 
He will admit, I suppose, that there is sucha thing 
as an English Constitution, and that it is well un- 
derztood and defined; but where will he [find it set 
forth in term:? Nowhere. It ress on usage 
alone. We boast that we havea written Constitu- 
ticn; but if, for mere temporary or party purposes, 
we go on changing usage after usage, the British 
Constitution, though unwritten, will, ere long, 
be more certain and better understood than our 
own. ® 

Lethe k gentlemen from New York (tor I 
understand’ he isa lawyer) what is the common 
law bat a venerable succession of usages? What 
is it; I ask, but a series of precedents, which have 
becom: settled principles?’ And yet our fathers con- 
sidered it ofsome value. They claimed it as their 
birth right. They rose asone man in its defence. 
What right is held more sacred than the trial by 
jury? Bat what is it? Where is it defined? 
Where do you find of how many a jary shall con- 
sist, or what shall be a valid verdict? Not in the 
Constitution or the, Statute Book. You go to the 
records of judiciat' decisions; in other words, to 
usage—to precedents. 

And whee do you find our own Censtitation, as 
practically understood and administered? In this 
little book? No. A very small part only is he:e? 
It is to be found in judicial decisions, legislative 
proceedings, and, unfor.unately, of late, in Execu- 
live constructions—constructiors sometimes given 
without much regard to decisions, either legislative 
or judicial. To ilustrate in one instance: The 
power of removal, that tremendous pewer, whch 
has rendere1 this Government one great Executive 
unit—which has thrown the Executive chain 
around the entire Confed:rary—where do you ae 
that powe ? Nothere. Is it not expressly gran’e 
in this instrument. Is it found only (if at all) in 
the const.uction given to the appointing power—a 

` : -s cf which is net ad- 
cons'ruction, the correctne:s tf y serien 
mitedby many of our most eminen oR 
If the gentlemen will throw away usage, and Irar 
ple on precedents, he will find it dificult to mains 


38 
267H, Cona......1st Sess. 


tain the favorite power of him who was recently 
bis favorite Chef Magi-trate. No; forms and 
usages a'e not to be ds:eganied, sneeved at, as 
mere technicalities. They are sub tantial things. 
And, in con‘eading that the usages of this Hcure, 
in the process of its organization, ought to be ob- 
gerved—that we are bond to respect that evidenc? 
of member hip whch has never been questioned, 
we are contending for rights, he dearest and most 


recre i rights of the sovereign Sia’es cf this Union, 


bo h new and for all time to c «me. nÀ 

The geatleman from South Carolina [Mr. Picx- 
Ens} says that, as the Censtitat on provides that 
each House sha | be the judze of the returus of its 
owu members, we may now look at the papers on 
the Cle:k’s table, and, without any further hearing 
or examination, decide who are entitled to the re- 
taras, and admit them at once. His pesiion is, 
taat those who received a majority of votes we e 
entitled to be returned to this House, and that we 


way set aride the returns made, and edmit them. _ 


Now, on that principle, if we are to disregard re- 
turns made in retains made ia pursuance of the 
lawa.of the States, I ask why he does not cffer a 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


$ 
i 


+ 
} 


resolution that the five claimants who, he is satis- ; 


fied, received a majority of the vetes, “are entitled 


to seats in this House? Whatis the difficuity?, The _ 


difficulty is here: 
state, set es.de regular, forma! 
rot make valid returns. There is no mede 
out by law for doing it. Diffical ies have met us 
at ev 
` way. 
Bat there is a -greater difficulty. . 
legal right to reject persons bolding such returns. 
We ought noi to look beyond commissions which 
confarm to the laws of the State; but as an opivion 
has been given that they were „erroneously issued, 
without the slightest disrespect I-would ask that 
gentleman whether he has exathined the laws of 
New Jersey on this subject? And I, ask whether 
he listened attentively to the evideńce, as it is 
called, which was read, not as evidence, bitas part 
of a epeech? , Had he done so—had he examined 
the laws of New Jersey.and those papers, I am 
very sare he 
inion.. Asa State Rights. politician, he would 


e cannot go on. . It is impracticable. 


opinion. 
have stood by the Jaws of the State. ‘As alawyer,. 


he would have come tothe conclusion that the Go- 
vernor of New Jersey, who has been stigmatized 
here as a corrapt ty:aut who h.s been carrying on 
a war against the pec ple for miserable party pu - 

has done his duty, has done precisely what 


“he ought to have dope—neither more nor less, He } 
has obeyed the will of the people as embodied in : 
He and his Council have made the re- | 


their Jaws. 
tern. ihey were bowad by law to make. | They had 
no option.. They-could not have done otherwise 
without a flagrant violafion of duty., This may be 


called strong langaage;. but I trust it will yet be the 
‘ground I takeis, : 
i: the said Governor ‘and Privy Council shall deter- 


langage of this „House. The j 
that the Execntive authorities of the State of New 
Jersey were bound to examine the retarns (“lists”) 


legally made. to them, and. to give. credentials to . 
those who appeared. by them to be legally chcszn.. 
not ` 


They could not go beyond them. They cou'd 
resort to evidence not pravided for by law. Ouse 
would think. there cou ms 
subjest. | might appeal to the experience of meni- 
ders, for I suppose the practice isthe same in every 
State in-the Union, _ Let.me refer to my friend and 


- cofleagne, (Mr. Lincoin,] who honored the guber-. 


natorial ebair of our own State for nine successive 
years. - Aak that honorable member ‘whether. he 
and his Council-did not alwas proceed_in the same 
manner the Governor and Council of New Jersey 
have done?—whether in deciding who were en- 
titled to returns to this House they ever looked 
beyond the returns made. according to the laws 
of the State? . Whoever heard of such a thing? 


What a door would it open to fraud? And | 
yet we have been called upon to. sevise and ||: 
the course taken by the Executive ef New- ; 


reverse 
Jersey! What, sir, has it come to. this? Is this 
‘ Government so. consolidated—I ask the gentleman 
from South Carolina—has it. become so consoli- 
dated that this House, now, before its organization, 
can pregieap the laws of New Jersey, and throw 


pride her cfficial. retaras,, sealed with her seal, to 


We have no | 


would have adhered to his first 


be no doubt upon this- 


we cannct, in our unorganized ~ 
retuins, We can- . 
pyinted | 


_ ask, are our State laws wor'h? 
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very terms of the Constituiion, and inquire and de- 
cide to whom ec mmissions ought to have teen 
given? There is not, I will venture to say, a State 
in the Union where the practice has been differeat 
from thatin New Jersey since the foundation of 
the Government. How is it, sir, I ask again, in 
old Massachuselts?. There the law requires that 
the vot s shall be scrt d, counted, &c. and that a 
retarn shall be signed by the selectmen, aad sealed 
up, in open town meeting. There never yet was a 
time in that Siate, sir—(we know not how soon it 
may come if this new doctrine is to prevai!)—but 
thee never yet was a time when returns net con- 
forming to the requisitions of the law would be 
counted. Suppose a case should happen in which 
nor. turn is made, (and there have been many 
such,) what, I ask, would be thought of the Go- 
vernar, should he put off expres.c3 to precure affi- 
davits, ex parte or otherwise, to prove that a town 
meeting was holden, and how many votes were 
given to each candidate, and shoul! add them to 
the regular returns? Would it be tolerated? Would 
it be attempted? I trust not—I trust not, sir, in our 
State. If such things are to be done—and it has 
been contended that they ought to te done—what, I 
What is to become 
of the liberties of th’s young, this gloricus Reput- 
lic? How long wiil they stand, in times of high 
party excitement? If an Executive can pais over 


: the law of his own State, and, instead of examining 


step since we departed from the good old | 


pO as 
ee 


only the returns duly made, can determine in such 
manner as he may think expedient the result of 
elections of which no returns have been made, on 
what can we rest as settled or secure? 

The law of New Jersey prints out every step 
the Governor is to take, and if he takes any other, 
it is it'egal, and invalil. I did not intend to take 
up your time in reading it but it may be well to do 
it. Let me stir up your minds by way of remem- 
brance on this subject. ` 

The 4:h section prescribes the manner in which 
the votes in the townships shal! be certified, sealed 
up, and transmitted to the clerk of the county, 
“who shall attend at the cou:t-house of the 
coùnty on the Saturday next after the day of elec- 
tion, for tte purpose of receiving the same; which 
list shall be delivered to him before five o’clock ia 
the afternoon of said day; which said. clerk shali 
then proceed, in x public manner, to make one 
general list of all the candidates voted for as aforc- 
saij, tcgether with the number of the votes re- 
ceived for each of them, an! shall transmit the 
same, at the expense of the State, to the Governor, 
or person administering the Government, within 
seven days thereafter.”” 

See. 5. “ The Governor thall, within five days 


_ after receiving the said list, lay the same tefore a 
Privy Councit, to be by him summoned for that 


purpose, and. afier casting up the whole number of 
voies from the séVeral counties for each candidate, 


mine the six persons who‘have the greatest number 
of votes from the whole State for Representatives 


in Congress of the United States from this State; 
which six persons the Governor, or person admi- | 
nistering the Government, shall forthwith commis-. 


sion, under the great seal of the State, to represent 


this State in the House of Representatives of the - 


Congress of the United States.” 


Now, with this law in bis hand, how can any. 


man for one instant hold it to have been the duty 
of the Governor to send off and hunt up the votes 
of Millville and South Amboy? He did precisely 


his official duty. He gave the same construction ` 


to the law his predecessors had given, and among 


them one of theclaimants, (Mr. Dicxgason.] How | 


ean any other construction be given to it? Io 
quict times it would not have oceurred to. any 
man—much less wotld it have’been maintained on 
this floor. eee ` 


This, then, is, after all, the ordinary case ‘of a 


contested election. . It is notto be distinguished. 
Certain persons come here with regular creden- 
tials; let them be reteived, and let the case he here- 
after carefuliy examined on the applications of the 
claimants. But let not the commissioned member 
petition. No; if we drive them from their seats— 


if we expel thet from this hall—T trust they never , 


which full faith and credit are :o be given by th 
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clause appeafs to me 


may examine them, and see whether they are 


` are exhausted, Iam not less 
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will come again ard knock at our door, and ask 
our leave to go before our committee with their 
commissions in their hands to satisfy them that 
they are entitled to seats here. Let New Jersey 
rather remain unrepresented ia this House. 

In that law the Governor’s duty is prescribed. 
He has no discretionary power. I carefully lis- 
tened to the protest offered to the Council of New 
Jersey on the part of the claimants, and in my 
judgment the reply by the committee of the Coun- 
cil, upon this question, was complete, conclusive. 

But the gentleman from South Carolina says that 
the Governor mistook his duty—that he ought to 
have looked beyond the lists; and it has been said 
that the regulations provided by law are cobwebs— 
mere cobwebs! And this, although the law of New 
Jersey (Congress not having legislated on the sub- 
jec!) has all the force, and is entitled to the same 
respect here, as if a statute had been enacted by 
Congress containing the same provisions. Legal 
provisions are mere cobwebs! I believe they are 
with some, when they standin the way of favorite 
purposes. 

But the gentleman Cenizs that the Governor and 
Council had a right to reject votes because they 
were illegal), and argued as though they had done 
this Who that has attended to this subject ever 
contended for such a power, or has suggested that 
any votes returned in the lists were rejected? There 
is no pretence for it; it is a mistake of the fact. 
And yet it has been as erted here and elsewhere, 
and not always from ignerance, or withoat design; 
and I fear that false impressions have been spread 
abroad uponthis subject. The Governor of New 
Jersey never did any such thing. He never insti. 
tuted any inquiry as to the legality of any votes re- 
turned. All he did was to receive the returns le- 
gally made; to compare them with the laws which 
he was bound to administer, and ‘determine the 
six persons who had the greatest number of votes,” 
This he did, and it was determined, in the language 
of the law, that the six gentlemen who hold com- 
missions under the great seal of the State were duly 
elected to represent that State in this House of Re- 
presentatives. Why, then, are they not entitled to 
take and to hold seats until they shall be vacated, 
if at all, according to the usual course of proceed- 
ing under the established rules of this House? 

Who ever heard of an instance in any State Le- 
gislature in which one regularly returned bas been 
excluded, or his right questioned, until afier the 
organization of the House? I appeal to the expe- 
rience of members, most of whom have, no doubt, 
holden seats in their legislative assemblies. No; it 
has been the law of all representative bodies from 
time immemorial. It had 1/s origin in the neces- 
sity of some such regulation, and has been con- 
tinued because its convenience has received the test 
of experience. 

The Constitution au‘horizes this House to judge 
of the returns of its members, and it has been con- 
tended that this authorizes the House now to consi- 
der and detsrmine who are entitled to returns. We 
may. adjudicate by way of appeal from the dec’sion 
of the Executive of New Jersey, and reverse it and 


‘admit at once those who ate not re‘urned. Is not 


this going behind the returns? Will it not be ex- 
amining iato the elections, and deciding now who 
were duly elected? ‘The-true construction of this 
to be simple and obvious. 
they 
for. 
mal.and according to the laws of the States. We 
cańtot go a step further, without going into the: 
e'ections. - If we go beyond the commissions and ` 
inquire who were entitled to them, we must go back ` 
to the polls, and inquire who were duly elected. 


This House may judge of the returns—that is, 


_ This will lead to the whole subject of illegal votes, 
- and upon the whole case of the contested elections. 


Is this House prepared to delay i's organ zation 
until this can be done? The intention, if it was 
ever entertained, is abandoned. k 
Mr. Chairman, I have, I perceive, occup'ed 
much more time than I expected, though much 
less than I might have done at an earlier stage of 
the debate. Other views of this important subject 
occur to me; but J. will-not proceed. - If gentlemen - 
1 so. I again repeal, 
my cbject has not been merely to consume lime, - 
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that the question might be brovght up to-morrow || ty-sixth Congress, and there has not yet been the 


under more favorable circums‘ances. The subject 
is one of the utmost importance, and I was desi- 
rous of expressing my views and feelings. I have 
arrived, sir, at a peciod of life when my interest in 
questions involving constitutional rights arises 
mach more from consideration fer my children, 
those who are to come afier me, and fer the future 
destinies of my country,than for myse'f. rhe present 
time. I was born before the adoption of this Con- 
stitution; and when I hear gen:leinen speak as th+y 


have in this dedate of long settled usages, and a |: 
train of precedents extending back to the beginnirg ` 


of this Government—nay, to the beginning of any 
deliberative body—when I hear them talk of break- 
ing the fetters of mere technicalities, and the ferms 
provided by law to secure the purity and freedom 


the future! I consider it as the first step in a ccur-e 
which may lead to our ruin. We do, indeed, live 
in an age of experiment. With some politicians, 
experiment, nothing but experiment, deserves atten» 
tion. The hstory of the past is nothing. At the 
experience of all nations, for a'l ages, is nc thing— 
it weighs not a feather. No. We are to begin 
anew, and to new model and rebuild the siructure 
of society, from its very foundation. Sr, it willbe 
a fearful experimen'; and nothing but the blessing 
of that good Providence which hs thus far so often 
and so wonderfully interposed for our preservation, 
can rescue us from that fate which we seem ready, 
for the parposes of a day, with rash and guilty 
hands, to pluck down upon the heads of ourselves 
and our children. Oh! letus adhere to constitu- 
tional usages—let us preserve inviolate our glorious 
Constitution. I trast in God that better days are in 
reserve for us and our children, when the e poor 
con‘ests for the triumphs of party shall have passed 
away—triumphs always transitory—triusx.phs in 
which the victor is as mucha loser as the van- 
qa'shed—triumphs purchased at too dear a price, 
when, to secure them, the Constitution must be sa- 
crificed. 


REMARKS OF MR. BYNUM, 
, Or Norru CAROLINA, 

In the House of Representatives, December 24, 1839 
On the resolution of Mr. Dawsonfof Georgia” to 
suspend the order of the House tqgo into arelec- 
tion of Printer to the House uf Represepfatives 
for the Twenty-sixth Congress. 

‘Mr. BYNUM said, if the Hou wo 
an election of Printer at this timg, he 
bear making any remarks. If hothe would go 
on and say what he was about tq gay. [Cries of 
“Go on.”] Sir, said Mr. B. if th€ American peo- 
ple could have been assembled in this hall, and 
could have witnessed the proceedings of this House 
for the last three weeks, they, with the change of a 
single name, would have exclaimed, in the lan- 
guage of the Roman orator, “Quousque tandem 
sbutere, Catilina, patientia nostra? quamdiu eiiam 
Suror iste tuus nos eludet?” &c. He said it had bten 
twenty years since he read this, and he might have 
etrejin the quotation, but it was applicable to the 
occasion. This was the language of Cicero, when 
speaking of the Catalinean conspiracy. Ii the Ame- 
Jican people had been present ia our galleries since 
the commencement of our session, they might vary 
this quotation, and say, how long, O ! Whig men, 
will you continue to abuse our patience? How 
long shall your madness outbrave our justice, and 
continue to insult our understandings, and procras- 
tinate this idle debate, at an expense of hundredsof 
thonsands of dollars to the Government; at the sa- 
Ctifice of every interest that is near and dear to us 
as American freemen. Why, sir, I would be will- 
ing to stake all I have in this world, ay, sir, I 
would be willing to stake my salvation, that there 
has been more money spert by the party which 
professes to desire a retrenchment in the expenses 
of the publie Printing, in idle, unnecessary debate, 
andin motions after motions to delay, procrasti- 
nate, and embarrass the business of this House 
this session, than the whole profits of the printing 
of Congress will be in the next five years. These 
debates have already Cost the people of this coun- 
try more than $100,000, if not 500,000. We are 
pare in the fourth week of the sessien of the Twen- 


Mi go into 
ould for- 
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first step taken towards proceeding to the dis- 
charge of the high duties for which we assembied. 
The House bas as yet been but partially or- 
ganized. We have not yet elected a Printer, 
and the standing committees have not yet 
been appointed; and, Sir, whose fault is it 
that this has not been done? What party 
in this House has prevented th: action and 
organizition of the body? What is it that 
has beea struggling, day a‘ter day, to stave off 
the action of this Hous? upon the matters which 
the majority desired to decide? And who is it that 
has int oduced propositions time and again, which 
the House had previowly decided, and called upon 
the House again to decide these questions? These 


y i |; questions will all be cxamined into by the people, 
of our e'ections, I confess to you, sir, I temble for | 


and they will be able to pvint to the party which 
has cccasioned al! this delay and embarrassment to 
the business of the nation. Do gentlemen sup- 
pose that the pecple are to be duped and 
misled? Do they suppose that the freemen 

of this country are tov ignorant to discover 
who it is that has piled moti-n upon motion 
in this House, in order and out of order, and 
consumed week after week in useless debate, when 
the busiaess of the country was le't untouched, and 
the public service sufferinz? Do gentlemen sup- 
pose that by their superior talents they can dupe 
and impose upon the people of this ccunry by 
their cry of retrenchment, while they are thus 
squaadering the public money in worse than use- 
less debate, and leaving the public business un- 
touched? Does the gentleman from Ohio, the gen- 
tleman from the Chiicothe district, I mean Mr. 
Bonp, suppose that the peopie of this country are 
so easily imposed upon? Sir, even the people of 
that unfortunate distiict cannot be imposed upon 
by that gentleman longer, for the Administration is 
fast gaining ground even there; and if the people 
of that district cannot be longer imposed upon, 
how can the gentleman expect.te deceive the pec- 
ple at large? No gentleman of understanding can 
take a serious view of this whole transaction, and 
Aompate it with what has heretofore taken 
place, without pronoancing it one of the 
most farcical and ludicrous exhibitions ever 
attempted to be played off on the Ame- 
rican peop'e. I am not here permited to 
speak of the motives uf gent!cmen, because it is nt 
in order; but if it was, l might say that we would 
hear none of this cry of retienchment,. if the elec- 
tion of this officer was to benefit a certain press, 
owned by a monster Bank, which is owned, in a 
great de: rce, by foreign capivalists, and which has 
always been hostile to the interests and rights of the 
people of this country. The coure of honorable 
gentlemen might be very different on this occasion, 
if we are to judge from what has transpired on a 
previous occasion of a similar nature. It has been 
again and again decided by the American people, 
that this British Bank was of the most deadly hos- 
tility to the rights and the Jiberties of the people of 
this country; and the people have elected a majori- 
ty of Representatives to tuis House at every session 
for many years, who were oppo:ed to this Bank; 
yet, for the last two years, that Bank has had the 
benefit of the public printing of this Hoase, through 
its agents, Messrs. Gales and Seaton. In fact, 
Strange as it may appear, the Bank of the United 
States was the Printer of this House for the last two 
years; and no man could deny this assertion, so far 
as its emoluments are concerned. 

Sir, the people have been humbugged too much 
on this subject—to borrow a favorite expression 
from the Oppodsition—and it is time that they knew 
the whole truth in relation to this matter. When 
the election of a public Printer was about to take 
place two years ago, the Unite! States Bank was 
not strong enough to obtain the work without other 
aid, and a combination was entered into here to s-- 
cure to it the benefit of this election. In the first 
place, a resolution was subm.tted by a gentleman, 
whose name I will not mention, as my relations 
with that gentleman are of a delicate character, 
showing the e»mbination on its face. The resolu- 
tion was as foll; ws: 


* Offered by Mr. Wise of Virginia. See the 
journals of the Extra session of 1837, 


_ “Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he 
is hereby, author zed to employ the editors of the 
Inte:ligencer, and the editor of tha Madciso- 
Dian, equally, to execu e the printing of the Hiuse 
upon the joint resolution cf 1819, uniil the first 
Monday in December next,* 

This was a direct proposition, but it eculd not be 
carried, tecause some gentlemen were afraid they 
might be called to account by their consi uenis 
for voting for such a Proposition; yet precisely the 
same proposition was carried by a sicret agreement 
between these parties, as every body thought at the 
time. The Whigs and Conservatives, at that time, 


if in consequence of this agreement, united upon one 
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Thomas Allen, and he was elected, nominaliy, 
public Printer for that Congress. [state { to this 
House then, that it would require an outlay of 
some thirty or forty thonsand dollars to prepare a 
printing establishment to do the piir ng of this 
House; and I stated further, that Mr. Alen, being 
a young min jast commencing business, was una- 
bie to purchase an establishment to do this print- 
ing, and it was a ridiculous preposition to elect 
him principal Printer for the House. He, how- 
ever, was elect-d, and the people were deceived. 
The people unde stood that a certun Tnomas 
Alten was elected, and was to do tie printing of 
Congie-s, Well, did he do ii? No, sir: he never 
did the fi:st page of printing for ths Howse, vir- 
tuaily. It was alt dene by Mes-rs. Gales ard 
Seaton, with an establishment potorious'y belo g- 
ing to the Unite! States Bauk. These g.ntlem n 
could not be elected, because ce:tan g nilemen 
could not vote for them and represent the wishes 
of their consi:tuents; yet by an agreement, or, ag 
the old story is, by whippirg the devil ar und the 
stump, they enjoyed the benetit ofthe printing of the 
last C..nzress; while the yesnle were induced to 
believe that Mr, Allen alone enjoyed the benefits aud 
profits arising from the printing of that Conzress. 
Yes, sir, the whole history ef that transacion is 
without a para lel in ihe proceedings of any legis- 
lative tody in this nation, if not inthe wor'd. A 
barzain, proposed, consummated, and executed 
heie i^ ihis body, to effect the grossest imp s t'on on 
the American peop'e that bad ever been attempted 
befvie to be perpetra ed in this country; by which 
means the Bank of the United States was made 
virtually the Printer to the American Congress, 
with allits foreign affinities and hostilities to the 
free ins‘itations of cur country; and t is, too, dine 
by a pariy wno have the boldness, I hed like to 
have said effr.ntery, to staud up here now, and 
sp ak of corruption. 

Are gentlemen so deluded as to think for a mo- 
ment that these things are incemprshensib.e te 
the peop'e, or that the g:eat mas of the peo- 
ple have not mind enovg1 to retain a jast re- 
o0 lection of the history of these transactions? And 
is it to act over this disrepu‘ab'e transaction tə- 
e'ect the Bank of the United States printer of this 
Congress, that this most extraordinary course his 
been resorted to by the Opposition to embarr.ss. 
and delay ‘he indi-pensab'e bus ness of tris country. 

I shall now read a few extracts from he jour- 
nals of the prcceedings of the House in :e’a'ion to 
that e'ection, for the benefit of th> gentleman from 
Ohio, and some other gentiem-n on this fleor. 1f- 
I un'erstand the motun novy tefore the House 
correctly, it is a motion of the honorable gc ntleman 
from Georg'a [Mr. Dawson] to suspend the elec- 
tion of a publio Printer at the present time, for the 
purpose of iostitating an inquiry in relation to the 
prices of printing; and I intend to show what that 
gentleman’s course was at the last session, when a 
similar motion was made. On the second day of 
the extra session of Congress, two years ago, “Mr. . 
Patron of Virginia moved a resolution that the 
House proceed to the election of a publ Printer 
for the Twen'y six h Congress, which was agreed 
ta. The House then proceeded to ballot, and after 
five or six ballots were taken, it was found that 
there was noelection. The House then adjourned 
to the next day, (Wednesday,) when Mr. Bron- 
son, a gentleman whise Democracy had never 
been doubted in this House, moved the following 
resolution: 

‘That the farther balloting under the resc- 
lution of the preceding day should be suspended 
until the third Monday ia December, and that the 
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sec, en of rine M Pre 
Clerk be dfrected:taemploy: some person: or: per- 


_ || the ‘rezatar and nsual' way, and the elec'ions gone 
sons to do the - necessary, prin:irig of the Honse on. || through with-ahd “then 
the same terms it had- been done-at-foraver ses-' 


ntroduce this matter in 


sions.” ioo : ae ae een ee question which requires time for investigation and’ 
A motion was made by Mr.GRENRELL to lay Mr- || reflection. “1 myself am. not now prepared to say 

Bronson’s resolution on the table, and:very-fortd= || how I should vote on this question when it is pro- 

nately the yeas and nays happen to be-reaorded on || pérly brought up. Several years ego, I voted for’ 


that subject; and-how do -they stand? ::Why, sir, 
we find recorded, in favor of-laying this resoletion 
on the table, [Mr. B. readiog:from the joarnul,}’the 
names.of Messrs. Apavs, ALLEN; Aycrisa,. Bonn, - 
Horrman, Mason of Onio, Dawson, &c: h went 
through the whole Whig ‘alphabet, from Jonn 
Quincy Apams to Tomas: Joxes Youur. Now, 
sir, (said Mr. B.) the tesolution that I have-jast 
read, introduced by Mr. Bronson, à member from 
New York, was in substance identically such a re- 
solution as is now proposed by the honorable mem-. 
ber from Georgia, [Mr. Dawson,] whose patriotism 
has been so inflamed upon this occasion, and which 
has been advocated with so much warmth by bis ho- 
norable friend from Ohio, (Mr. B ND,} against whieh 
stande recorded the names, for all time to come, of 
these two most honorable and consistent gentlemen. ' 
But, sir, why should they alone be febuked, when 
their names are accompanied with nine-tenths of. 
their party? Sas, Vt, Sa ps. 

Yes, sir, the resolution of Mr. Bronson, identi- © 
cally the same in substance.as Mr Dawson’s, was 
voted down by a -ananimons. Whig vote; but Mr. 
Dawson's is pow, by the same-party, to be voted. 


Mr. Ficxens’s resolation, `T offered a similar one 

the other tay, atid I did it as a kind of peace offer- ` 

‘ing. I would now, afier th election is gone idto, 
asd cartied. owt, recew that ‘reso'ution hone 


think -I shoud voie for a separation of the Gavern- 
ment from the political “press; but I have not ex- 
-amined the matter sufficiently in deta‘l to entble 
me to speak positively on ‘the’ subject. “But I 
want a cool, delibérate, “and honest’ investiga- 


| i Bat, sir, Edo not desire to intérmix trifling 
with'serious- Matters, beeause, not having the ta- 
tents of some gentlemen on this floor, I am unable 


sa, I should be exposed, as’ 1 
indignant ‘frowns of ‘ah honest: 
const:taents are too honest'and d 


: peop'e. Sir, my 
: iscerning to tolerate 


for a moment such an at‘empt. 


RD.) with regard to the 


up, under similar, if.not precisely the same, cir. ition‘of Francis P.Btsir. On that subject, too, 
cumstances; displaying an inconsistency, the inevi-` || if T ati got ¥ reégicusly mistaken, { think T shall be 
ble result of all parties that act without the least: || able to how the iced “reckless want ofall regard | 


regard to principle. These things should not be. 
No party can or should long endure, that would 
thus attempt to practise on the credulity of man- 
kind. 

At that time, the Wh:g and Conservative parties 
in this Hotse were thirsting for some of the spoils, 
as they now call it, and voted to get rid of every 
resolution or prupositién to suspend the election of 
a public Printer for any period. Now, however, 
the times are changed, and gentlemen necessarily 
change their action with them. If these gentle- 
men had the same prospect, by any combination, 
of electing their Printer, which they had at the | 
last Congress, they would be the last men to post- 
pone or thwart an election of public Printer; but 
now that there was a probability that another 
Printer would be e'cct d, they used every means 
within their power to stave off ihe question by dis- 
tracting and embarrassing the business of the 
House by every means that ingenuity could in- 
vent. But, sir, there was another favorite proposi- 
uon of these gentlemen, submitted at the time Mr. 
Laonson’s resolution was under consideration. 
Mr. Pickens at that time moved an amendment, 
“that the printing of the House be given out by 
contract,” and on this proposition the names of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams ] and 
of the gentleman frm New York, [Mr. Horr- 
MaN,] were recorded in the negative, and others, 
now of the Opposition, 

(Mr. Horrman explained that he had voted 
against this amendment because he believed then 
as he now believed, that the House could not give 
out their printing by contract until the resolution 
of 1819 was repealed ] 

Mr. BYNUM. The gentleman’s explanation 
is perfectly satisfactory; but how was it with re- 
gard to some ten ora dozen of his friends who 
vote! in the same way with Mr. Joun C. CLARK 
at their heal? I admit that a majority of the Admi- 
nistration party voted with these gentlemen, and they 
did se because they believed it impracticable to en- 
ter inte an investigation of so important a matter, 
while they were in the act of balloting for a Print- 
er, and when the important business fur which 
they had been called together was pressing upon 
them. This was a matter which required time and 
careful scrutiny, and the House was then unpre- 
prepared to go into it, as it is now unprepared to 
do so, It was impossible for the House now after, 
it had spent a month of the session in idle, useless 
debate, to go into this matter and put off the im- 
portant business of the country for another month; 
and if gentlemen are serious in regard to this mat- 
ter, let them wait until the House js organized in 


for consistency, I will nut” say ‘principle, by that 
honorable member and his consistency loving party. 
I will show that the latter part of the resolution, 
now proposed by the honorable membef from 


committee, for a reference of the whole matter, 


party; and I think that the journals will show that 
these same gentlemen then resisted the reference 
of this identical proposition to a se'ect committee 
of this House. He would read the resolation as’ it 
was finally referred: s 

“Resolved, That so much of the memorial of 
Francis P. Blair, as invites scrutiny of all his ac- 
counts for work executed for Congress and the 
public offices, be referred to a select committee, 
with instructions to inquire into the manner ia 
which the publie printing 
Execvtive Department: has been executed; 
law, and whether any, and what, change can be 
made for the public ” Eo 

That subject came before this House, not in à 
questionable shape, as the ‘gentleman from: Ohio 
would have it, bat in the shape of a petition; and 
the humblest American free citizen, he trusted, 


sures of legislation as wou'd do them justice if 
they were wronged. And wou!d the gentleman 
from Ohio spurn the r‘ght of petition on this floor, 
in the capitol of this free Republic, and in defence 
of oneself for personal wrongs? Bat to the votes 
upon the presentation of this memorial of Mr. 
Blair. A mofion was made by the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. McKay] to refer this 
memorial, together with a resolution to go into an 


ed on that question, all gentlemen on this floor that 
were here then, knew that the Whigs voted against 
this reference. The question wasafterwanis taken 
by yeas and nays directly on the reference of this 
petition to a select committee: we find the Deme- 
cratic members voting for the reference, and the 
Whig members against it. Yes,sir, we find re- 
cordedin the negative on th’s question, [Mr. B. 
here read from the journals] the names of “Messrs. 
Apams, ALLEN, Bonn, Dawson,” &c. This was 
the course of these gentlemen at the last session, 
who are now so anxions for an examination into 
the súbject of the printing of the House, and so de- 
sirous to have it given out by contract, Ob, con- 
sistency, “what a jewel = 00 LO 


the shape “of a resolution of -bill direct. -It isa- 


ani in good faith. As-at present imprested, 1 


tion ‘of the subject; asd if it can be dišco- 
vered that good wi.) résutt from a separation of the . 
Government ftom the political press, I will gə for 


effectually to ‘mystify these! questions before the. 
public and the ‘world; ‘and if Twas to attempt to do 
ght to be, to the. 


Georgia, was then entertained, growing out of the . 
petition of Mr. Blair, and a motion for a -seleet ' 


was resisted almost unanimously by the self same ` 


for Congress and the 


whether the Same has been done conformably to 


a pe verre 


would ever have the right to petition this body for . 
a redress of grievances, and to ask for such mea- 


examination of the whole matter of public print- 
ing, and alihough the yeas and nays were not call- | 
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With regard to this matter of giving out the, 
printing by contract, I beg gentlemen to recallect, 
this one fact, that there are bat two establishments. 
in this city at present which could passibly do she, 
prin‘ing of this House. It required, as he had been. 
informed, an expenditure of some. thirty.or forty’, 
thousand dollars to prepare, a printing establish, 
ment to do the printing of the Flousa, and no estas, 
blishment can do the printing for th House. hat one. 
of the two estensive establishments in this oily, 
either if mus” be done by: Messrs. Blair. and Rives. — 
or by Méssrs. Gales and S:aton, aud he hoped ip. 
God the Bank of the United States would not,again, , 
have the benefit of the printing’ of this House. : H. 
was idle to talk in good faith of el-cting. others at 
this time, whatever might be our feelings of friend... 
ship-towards them. © 0 T a 

If gentlemen were disposed to go inte this invesy. 
tigation in. good faith, after the House. was organs, 
ized, he was willing to go with them; bat when be.: 
found them turning and (wictigg about as they-had | 
been, he was unwilling te trust them, fheir: 
eourse bas been so refractory | ee ,impiace, 
ticable, not to say- factious, that T can.. 
not now think of acting with them., . Their ef... 
foris all seem to have been to resist the majority of , 
the House, and set at nought the well established, 
principle in this country that tse majority shall., 
rule. The principle that the majority shall zule is; 

awell established principle. in this country; and 1. 
warn gentlemen.not to carry toe far their violent. 
resistan-e to this principle.’ Sir, if g-ntlemen carr: 
ry out their resi-tance to this principle too far, they, 
wil! find that the people will rise ia their strength,- 
and resist them. The people will. not, and cannot, 
much longer bear this resistance of the express will- 
of the majority of the nation, as we have cai y wi~, 
nessed. But why this strnggie for the exis:ence of, 
the United States Bank? Docs the pariy with which, 
it is identified d:pend upon this election of Printer, 


-of Reps.” 


-of the House of Representatives to’ ‘sustaia iheir, 


dying, sinking fortunes. No, no, gentlemen, this , 
wonld avail you but little; your doom is fixed. 

Sir, there*is another ‘inatter~whfeh°l des'rz to 
notice.- An ‘appeal has been:ma‘e‘ toa party in 
this House, called the Nollifiers. “Tae Whigs are 
now under the necessity of appealing to thit, 
party, and their cry is, “help ‘us, Castias, cr” 
we sink.” Sr, I make no appeal to any high 
minded and -hogorable men, as I know the mpm- 
bers of this party of Nullii-rs ‘to’ be, for I know 
they will treat with szor and contempt all such ap- 
peals to them. {[ know them to be ah gh minded 
znd honorable s:t of men, and'all the.c appeals ale | 
but insults to their understanding. I kncw ‘the | 
characterof the constituents that they rep'és nh.. 
and their feelings would revolt at the idea of g-v-rg 
countenance to such appea’s; they know the'r ‘duty, ` 
and will dare doit. ‘The’ gentlem. n from Ohio has , 
sa‘d ‘that the petition of Mr. Blair came isto’ this | 
House in’ a very ques'ionable ‘shape. ‘In reply to 
this, I may say that this proposition'of the Oppcs-* 
tion has come into this House in a very quesiiona- | 
ble shape. Ler us, sir, go into a history cf this” 
thing What has been the history of this coyntry for , 
the last two yesr:? Have we'n theard it preclaimed 
in every qnarer of this Union, that the party et 
nominated the Whig party, have been anticipating” 
a triumphant victory? Sir, have we not ‘seen, thal | 
for several years that party had a triumphant mae) 
jority in the’ Senate’ of ihe United States; yet daring” 
all that time they never brought firward any of, 
those measures of retrenchment and reform in this | 
department just now attacked by the party here. 
Sir, why did they nct support thess measars | 
two years ago, when they were brovght, ú. 
to the notice of this House? Way, they did nir. 
support them. because they alt knew that, by’ a. 
union of the Whigs and ‘Conservatives, their party, 
would have a majority in ‘th's House, and they 
could elect their favorite pubtic’ Printer.” If ‘there? 
was now the same chance of ‘electi: g the United $ 
S ates Bank, through its agents, Messrs. Gales and ; 
Seaton, Printer of this House, you would not hrar. 
doubtless, the first whisper from them ‘cf retrench., 
ment and reform in this department, if we are ta, 
judge from their conduct for the Jast two years. | 
f there was a chance, by any combination that, 
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loud vociferation would be hushed up, and you 
would hear no more from them of retrenchment in 
the expenditures with regard to the public printing. 
I judge so, sir, from what has taken place here, 
before our eyes, within the last two years. 

Sir, I call the attention of the American people 
to the condiion of this Congress and to the pra- 


ceedings which have taken place here during the °: 


present session. Let the prone examine for them- 
selyes, and see who it is that has delayed the 
business of Congress by a thousand little motions 
to stave off the public business. Let the people exa- 
mine, and see who it is that has made motion after 
motion for adjournment, and repeated motions 
that had been again and again decided, and kept the 
House un:il the fourth week of the session without 
being organized. Let them scrutinize the journals 
of the pre.ent session up to this time; let them see 
that nineteen-twentieths of such motions have been 
made by these economical, time-saving gentlemen. 

My friend from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] had 
made this metion to postpone the election of a 
Printer, for the purpose of going into an investiga- 


tion in regard to a retrenchment in the expenses of ` 


printing. My friend was a member of the last 
Congress, and was silent as the tom upon this 
subject then. Now, I am not disposed to impeach 
his motives; but the world might say that he was 
silent last year becauze his friends were receiving 
the benefits of this printirg, and he comes forward 
for retrenchment this year, because bis friends were 
not likely toobtain it. I hope suchare not the facts, 
but they will look so to all impartial men. 

Sir, why do gentlemen endeavor thus to pr.cras- 


countrys? Have they not yet been sufficiently re- 
boked; and that, ton, by their own friends, for 
such a wanton con:se? 
high minded men of their own party become dis- 
gusted with their course, and dec'ared on the floor 
that they would not act with them, if they endea- 
vored longer thus to sfave off questions? Did not 
the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Crazs,] and 
the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. ALFoRD,] rise in 
their places and tell their party, that they would 
no longer act with them if they did not come to an 
election of a Speaker? Has not the gentleman 
from Georgia made a similar declaration at a sub- 
sequent period? And are gentlemen waiting for 
another rebuke of this kind, from their own friends, 
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New Jersey Election—Mr, Barnard. 


Sir, gentlemen, in my humble apprehensivn, mis- 
take themselves, if they think they can effect any 
thing moze, by keeping up this game of confusion, 
disorder, and procrastination, than a most unprofi- 
table consumpiion of the time of this House, and 
an enormous waste of the treasures of the peo- 
pie. If there is any doubting character in this 
House that the party is after, I should 1.ke to know 
him; better that he were not here. I h ope there is 
none such in the party to which I have the honor 
to belong, and I know of none in the other. No, 
sir, there are none amongst them; they keep their 
party too well drilled for that. Or can it be with a 
hope of some new combinations being formed, that 
this election is thus fought off with such pertina- 
cty? Itis time, sir, that every eye in this nation 
should be called to the proceedings of this House, 
that have transpired within the last four weeks, to 


| judge how far they have been disreputable to the 


character of our Government, and how far they 
have been calculated to impair the confidence of 
mankind in the excellency of the free form of our 
Republican institutions. Sir, no intel gent patriot 


can contemplate such scenes, without alarming ap- | 
prehensions for the downward course of this glo- | 


tious and mighty Republic. 
Gentlemen, ia this hurricane of excitement, can- 


‘ not be aware of what they are and have been 


Have not honorable and || 


beore they proceet to the election of a Printer? ` 
They have been told that they were not sent here- | 
to act as a faction, and, I believe, by one of their 


own party; and will they, in the face of tre disgust 
of their own party, continue, such a course? Tne 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bonn] has referred to 
the character of the memorial again sent in by 
Mr. Blair; but he had very judiciously kept out of 
sight the most important item of that memorial. 
Messrs. Blair and Rives had paid every dollar of 
the money in which Mr. Blair was held as s2curity 
for Mr. Crockett, the Kentucky postmaster, and 
the memorial prayed for an examination into the 
malter, with a view of adjusting it. The memo- 
rialist did not ask that the money which had been 
paid should be paid back by the Government te 
him; but as there were certain funds coming to this 
postmaster from the Government, in the shape of 
a pension, the memorialist desired that this money 
should be retained, as an offset to the money which 
he had paid, if it could be doae consistently with 
aw. 
[Here Mr. Bonn rose to expla‘n ] 
_ ìf gentlemen were disposed to debate this propozi- 
tion, and would fix a day for proceeding to the bu- 
hess of the country, we would mest them in an ar- 
gument of the quesiion. Bat I hope they will 
Agree to let us procesd with the business of the 
Country as speedily as possible. Let the House 
come, lintre 
Jet somebody be elected Printer of the House. If 
the United States Bank was the strongest candidate, 
Jet it be elected; if not, let it be given to Messrs. 
ie and Rive; bat I hope the country will never 
5 uped, as it was duped atthe Jast election, by 
the eleciion of a man who never did and never 
could do the public printing. Ia every part of the 
country, sir, we learn that the public business is 
suffering for the want of the action of this House. 


at it, to a vote on this question, and | 


doing, in their continued efforts on this floor to re- 
sist the sovereign will of this great people, as ex- 
pressed through their Representatives here. Iim- 
plore gent'emen to reflect, that when we refuse 


‘| Obedience to the sovereign will of a majority of the 
freemen of this country, the next step to be 
tinate debate, and stave off the business of the | 


taken, is to decide our controversies by the streng-h 
and supremacy of arms, to which t!.eir course bere 
is cont‘nvally inviting us. Are they prepared for 
this, in this early state of the Republic? Have they 
lost, so ea ly in the history of our ccu! t y, all con- 
fidence in the de-ivions of a majority of our p2opte, 
or does their thirst for power blind them to the 
train of calamities that wou!d await us? Are they 
williag to return, or to force others to fly to that 
arbi er of violence and arms, to adjust a mere dif- 
ference of opinion in relation to political principles, 
a thing that the wisdom of our fathers was so stu- 
dious to avoid,on any and every occasion? Do 
honorable gentlemen here beiieve for a moment 
that the free people of this country are so benighted 
as to to'eraʻe such a cours? or that they have artan 
talents eaough to conceal their conduct on these sab- 
jects here, from them on their return amongst them? 
Will there not be those amongst them, the people, 
who will point to the journals of this Congress for 
the last four weeks to show the number of motions 
to adjourn made by one party of this House, be- 
sides others of equal, if not of a more, frivolous 
nature? And are they ignorant how a just, not a 
factious, people will appreciate such condvci? Sir, 
I would say to them, in this wild, maddene! ca- 
reer, it is time, if they have not given up all future 
hopes, to pause in the further prosecution of ths 
reckless course, and respect more the just under- 
standing of their counirymen. 

As often as they have deceived themselves in un- 


dervaluing the intelligence of the people, it does 


seem thatthe lessons taught them within a few 
years and months since, should induce them to 
heed a language that has been so often spoken to 
them by whole States of this Union; or is it that 
voice, in the day of their political mania, that they 
are mostly disposed to treat with disdain and con- 
tempt? Sir, I would invoke gentlemen onc? more 
to dicard these idle dreams of embarrassing the 
business of the country here for political effect 
abroad, and Jel us go to work and discharge the 
duties we owe as Representatives—that we owe to 
our constituents, ourselves, and the country; every 
department of the Government requires it—the ne 
cessities of the nation demand it. 


SPEECH OF MR. BARNARD, 
Or New York, 

In the House of Representatives, December 18, 1839— 
Mr. Barnard having the ficor, asked for the 
reading of the resolut on now under the conside- 
raton of the Hcuse, and it was read by the 
Clerk, as follows; 
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_ “Resolved, That Messrs. John B. Aycrigg, Wil- 
liam Halsted, J. P. B Maxwell, Jharies C. Strat 
ton, and Thos Jones Yorke, are not ent tled to be 
sworn as members of this House frum‘th: State of 
New Jersey.” r 

Mr. BARNARD then pr. ceedel as follows: 
_ Mr. Speaker: The question whieh the res Jution 
jast read proposes fur the consid rat on of th: House 


- is,in itself, one of exceed'ng -sm,licity. It is, 


; Whether the m mbers from New Je Cy, app ai 


ng 
here upon their regular anl legal returns, aud now 
actually in their seats, by #irtueo these returns, 
shall or shall not be admitte! with our-elves, to the 
oath prescribed by tre Constitution, it being wide r- 
stoo į that their seats on this floor are, or are to le, 
contested. Thisis the plain que tion for the House 
to pass upon. Simp’e, however, Mr. Speaker, as 
this quest on is in its terms and ia its primary im- 
port, it involves, nevertheless, many and serious 
and weighty consid-ratio:s; affectinz not me. ely 
the suce ss or t iumph of party he.« or elsewhere— 
not mere y the due organization of this Home of 


_ Rep esentat ves—but affe-ting the ivteg iyot the 


Constitution itssif, and touc’ing it may b2, in the 
en4, the very existence of the Gove:n‘nent under 
which we l:ve. 

Sir, a few days azo, I had t'e honor to offer a 
few remar«s to my fellow memiéers of the 'Tw nty- 
sixth Congress upon the novel and ictere.ting que- 
tions growing out of the contes: for places in ihis 
House from the State of New Jersey, and | shen 


_ presented and discussed two general propositions. 
: One was, that no question wha eve: was presente | 


for our consideration, or to be passed up n by us, | 
suppo:ing we had the power to do this, in regar] 
to the returns of the membe’s who were in heir 
seats from New Jer-ey. Trat as reuns hey 
we ecomplee m eve y p ricular; they were n 
stric coulo mity io jaw, and were wholly unim- 
peached by any body in th: House or out of it. 
The other was, that the question of ult ma‘e sight 
between the return members fiom New Jersey and 
those who claimed their places was a quest on 
which was refe.red by the Constitution, in clear. 
and explicit terms, to the judgment of tie House 
of Representa'ives, when t at House should be 
fully organize! by the elction of a Spca' er, an | 
when, all the members appe-ring and entitled to 


, Seats having assumed the pre cribed and neces ary 


` Oath, it sh: uld become a le:al ard consti-ut'onal 


tritun.l, competent to act in a h gh jadi l«apa-, 
city.. And I insisted that the body of Repr-:euta- 
tives then assembled without a Speaker, and wih- - 
out oath, had no power to entertain that. question, . 
and could only do so by an essumpticn of authe- - 
rity, which would make the proceeding, if a‘- 
tempted, essent:al'y revolutionzry. 

The e positions, sir, I bel eved then to have been 
sound. And. Ihave the more reason tò thisk them — 
sound now, since, after tea day? cn i ued discus- 
sion in the House, on the same g-neral subject, I 
thiak I may be all wed to say w thout arrogance 
or vanity, that they remain, if not urassailed, at | 
least unshaken. 

Now the views wh‘ch I propose to pre entto the . 
House this mornit g, by its ndulgexce, in ths s-me-, 
what altered state of this body, wil be found to, 
bear a strict relation and analcgy to thse for- 
n.er'y offered by me, built, inae:d, to some ex eat, 
upon the points just referre] to, and, at any rate, 
st engthened and suy ported by them. 

The cas: of the New Jersey members is new 
presented to us as a body partial y ecmp: sed and 
organized in a corst:tutional way. We have now, 
at least, a constitutiona! head—w» have a Speaker: 


elected, and sworn by a member, an! t:e mem- 


bers them elves, ia turn, are in process of being: 


; sworn by the Speaker, as directed by law. Havirg- 
: all taken the oath except the return members. fr m 


the. State of New Jersey, thos: mcm ers, ing: 
from their sats on this floc r, wiich they cecay. of - 
s'rict right, present them se'ves, and deu ard that, 
like us aud with us, they be sworn, as the Cons itu- 
tion requires, by the Speaker. Uroa this it as 
moved by reso'utioa that they be nof swcra. l 

On this reso'ution I offer to the consideration of 
the House two distinct propositio: s: ; 

Pint That the cag pont whch cither the 
Speaker or the House has any r ght now to cq 
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sider on this demand of the memters from New 
Jeney to te sworn is the fet, whether, like us, 
they are here upen their rezultar and legal retams; 
and, on th’s point, no qieston has been and none 
can be made. 

Second. That the question of ultimate right be- 
tween the return menbers ani the claim nis, or 
petitioners, who may contest the right, is one resting 
wholly on proofs out of and beyond the returns; and 
that, wi hout those preofs—the whole of them —the 
House, ever when tully composed and organ zed, 
cannot right ully or legally judge and determine 
either the whole caze or any part of it. 

For myself, Mr, Speaker, l am satisfied that 
much of the eror which seems to prevail ia va- 
rious quaiters on the matter before us, arises from 
the failure to mark the distinction which exists, and 
which is preserved in the Constitution, between the 
“returns? of members and their ‘‘elections.” 
“Each House,” says the Constitution, “shall be the 
judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of 
its own members.” What are returas, as the term 


ishere empioyed? The word is one of legal and | 


parliamentary import, bearing a distinct maring, 
which it acquired, as I suppose, from 
parliamentary practice and 
land. Ia that country, according to my u der- 
standing of the ma‘ter, when elections to Parliameat 
are to be held, writs are issued out of the principal 
court of the kingdom, 
couniies, each of whom, in persen, or 


conducts the election as the pre-itirg officer and 
judge, ;scertains the result, which he certifies in 
due form of law, 
is returned, ani becomes matter of record in the 
court from which the p-cc>pt issued. The officer 
holding the election is the returning officer; his offi- 
cial certificate of the result, as he has ascertained 
jt, isthe return; and the person thùs declared to 
have been elected is the member returned to Par- 
liament. Onc: returned as elected, the person 
chr sen is in office, and entitled to all the privileges 
and immunities of the office. “Every man must,” 
says the Lex Parliementaria, “at his peril, take no- 
tice who are members cf either House, returned of 
record.” Upon the meeting of the Commons, the 
r:tarn member takes his place in that body, nct by 
the leave cf bis fellow members, but as a matter of 
right, by virtue of his election and return. No man, 
and no number of men, nit the whole power of the 
kingdom, can rightfully prevent him. 
Strictly analogous to all this, with some neces- 
sary changes in the forms of preceediag, are the 
lezal provisions in this country for holding the elec- 
tions for Representatives in Congress, and ascer- 
taining and certitying the result. Each State, by 
the express direction of the Constitation, until Con- 
gress shall see fit to perform this daty itself, pre- 
geribes the times, places, and manner of holding 
its elections. The elections are held by or before 
ceriain officers designated and appointed fur that 
purpose. The duty of “holding” elections natu- 
rally involves the duty of administering, for the 
oceasion, the law by which the qsalifications of 
the electors are determined and ascertained; and it 
also involves the duty, in scme proper mode, of 
ascertaining and certifying the result. And such 
is believed to be the general scope of the legal pro- 
visions on the subject in every State of this Union. 
Such, at any rate, are the legal provisicns on the 
subject in the State of New Jersey. The elections 
are held according to law; the votes of the electors 
are received in the several towns and precincts; 
the coont is made in each case, and properly veri- 
fied before some legally constituted returning of- 
ficer or board, whose daty it is to ascertain and 
declare the general and final result. This result, 
thas ascertained and declared, becomes the ‘re. 
turn” of the member elceted, according to the Con- 
stitution; it is the instrament, be it in the form of 
a certificate or a commission, by which the fact 
of bis election is verified according to law, and it is 
the reeord or paper evidence of his title to office. 
Armed with this “return,” he is in office from the 
moment when his constitutional term c-mmences, 
against all the world; and so to remain until the 
decision of the returning officer or officers shall 
be reversed by the only tribunal competent to re- 


its use ia the | 
proceedings of Eng- | 


and whch, together with the writ, | 


directed to the sher:ffs of ' 
by his bail ff, : 
under aathority of the King’s precept, holds and ; 
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view it—the orginized House of which he is a 
menber. Armed with this “retara,” he may 
claim, pe-emptorly, all the personal privileges 
and nmmunities belonging to his office; and, when 
the proper time comes, he may walk boldly into 
this hal, asking no man’s leave, and here, the 
equal of equals, demand, in the name of the Con- 
stitution and the law, that all his rights, both per- 
sonal and representative, shall be acknowledged 
and resp:ct:d. For himself, the “return” is the 
legal paper evidence of the francaise which he 
posses es of his office, and the property he has in it; 
while ty the House, of which he is a member, it is 
the mandatcry precept of the law, which the 
Hous: is bound to obey, in the first instance, wih- 
out qnestionicg, by a ful recognition of all his 
rights and p ivi'egts. 

Rut the Con-t tution, in a very proper manner, 
make- this Hus: the judge of the “reiurps” as well 
as of the “e'e-ticn.” of its mamber:. Yet it will 
not, I trust, te impertinent to the business in hand 
to remark that, so far in the his:ory of parliamenta- 
ry precesdings, wheth: ria England or in this conn- 
try, experence goes to show that it must be rare 


indeed that any question shou'd arise, at least that | 


any serious embarrassment shou d ari-e vpon quès- 
tions in regard t> these returns, as such. I have 
not looked for precedents on this point, because Í 
did not expect to tind them; but ether gentlemen 
have looked for them, and have presented prece- 
dents, wih some pomp) and circumstance, 3S if 
they were cases rea'ly to the parposs, and proved 
sonething. Sir, they prove nothing, except, in- 
deed,when under-tood, they are, every one of them, 
authorities direc'ly against every position which 
they were cited to sustain. 

A little reflection wi!l enable us te s cata glarcz 
th-t when menbers appear and claim ty ester on 
tzer offi: ial dwi s by vrine of their re urns, their 
fellow-members can seldom, perhaps nevar, be s:- 
riously embarassed with doubts or d fficulties— 
and this, whether before or after the election of 
Speaker and the due organization of the House. 
There is not mech danger in the first place, that 
they will be troub'ed w.th questicns of personal 
identity, or withque-tions in rezard to the genuine- 
ness of the return. It is possinle, certainly, in the 
proge s of corruption and politics, that such impu- 
dent frauds may be attempted as the chiming of a 
seat temporarily on this floor, hy means of a fo'ged 
rewn, ora percenifisation of the true member; 
bat cases’o! this sort, st must be con‘essed, are not 
very likely to occur. The regu'aity of the return; 
its due conformity to the requisitions of tke law, 
which, aferall, is simply a question of fact—a 
qne:tion of return or no return—isa point on which 
doubts may arise; but this point— his ques.ion of 
fact—has never yet, so far as I know or have 
heard, occasionel—no, not in one solitary instance 
—any serious difference of opinion in any body of 
representatives whatever. 

In the case of Moore and Letcher, so often re- 
ferred to in the ecurse of this debat’, bo'h parties 
c'a'med, but neither pity had the regular and c m- 
plete returns, as prescribed by the laxs of Ken- 
tuc'<y; nor can I d scover that either party, or any 
friend of either party, personal or political, in the 
House or oat of it, pretea’ed any such thing. Nei- 
ther gentleman was a retaro member of Con- 
gress, and ne ther, therefore, was in office of right, 
and by virtue ofa return. The whole embarrass- 
ment inthe case, and the whole debate—I mean as 
the case was first presented—grew out of an at- 
tempt to make the House prematurely entertain a 
question on the “e'ec'i:n,” when the only ques- 
tion was the mere matter of fact, whether there 
was, or was not, in the case, a legal and valid re- 
turn. Teke the long list of cases, tor, so elabo- 
rately quote! yesterday by an honorable and learn- 
ed member from Virginia, (Mr. Dromcoo.e ] 
qu ted, indeed, for another purpose, mainly, to 
which I sha'l take the liberty to advert ve y soon. 
In none of these cases was a question made upon 
the return of any member, or on the right of any 
member, having a valid return, 
upon it, notwihstanding a contest raised in the 
mean lime in regard to the election. Mr. Lan- 
man’s case, occuring in the Senate, and so strong- 
ly insisted on by the gentleman from Virginia, 


to take his seat . 


sented nothing else, as I believe, than the sole 
question whether the Governor of Connec‘icut, un. 
der the circumstances, had the eonstitutional au- 
thority to appoirt a Senator to Congress. 

Sir, itisa litle remarkable that the very first 
case, so far as I know or believe, whether here or 
in Great Britain, where a question strictly upon a 
return, as such, ever came actually to a vote, has 
oceurred in this body, and since we came together 
to form the House of Representatives of the Twen- 
ty-sixth Congress; a case which shows that, though 
as yet bold, open, and gross altempts at high-hand- 
ed frauds in popular and representative rights are 
not likely to be successfnl, still the time has alrea- 
dy come when such attempts are and may be ex- 
pected to be made. We had associated with us on 
this floor a member from Pennsylvania [Mr. Nav- 
Loz] who, like ourselves, was here upon a re- 
gular and legal return. And, at the same 
time, there appeared here an individual [Mr. 
Incersos.t] who professed to challenge the right 
of Mr. Nayter to his seat. This iadividual had 
been b aten ia the canvass before the people by a 
majority of six or sevea hundred votes; but, at 
some twelve mo. ths, I think, after the election, and 
after his compet tor had rec-ived from the proper 
axthori y the official documentary evidence of his 
having teen chosen, this persen, as it seems, sut- 
ceeded in obtaining from a pliant Governor, not ia 
office at the period of the election, and having no 
power by Jaw in the case, but who was induced, 
ignorantly I hope, to prostitute his high s‘ation to 
this unhallowed use—he obtained a fo:mal recog- 
nition or return, as if he had been actually elected 
a Representative in Cong es. With this docu- 
mert from 'h: Governor in h's hanl, this indivi- 
dual dared to come here, to offer himze'f to our no- 
lice as an elected Representative of the peop'e 
from the St.te of Pennsylvania; to vio'ats the sa- 
credress of th’s legislative ball w.tn his presence 
on th’s floor, and insult and degrade, as far as in 
him lay, the dien ty of the representative character 
by mingling w.th this body, by attempting to take 
the floor in debate, and by actually votiog upon a 
division of the House! Sir, I know not bow it 
mny strike cthers, but, tomy mind, this was the 
highest and most indecent outrage ever offerel by 
any one person to the Government and institutions 
of the country. And itis not the l'ast odious or 
alarming featare in the care, that his monstrous 
pretensions were tcle a’ed, and even coun‘enanc: d, 
for several days toge her, by members of this body, 
But th? question npon his pretensions was finally 
brought tə a vote, when not cne was fourd—no, 
s'r, not one—even of these who had given him the 
rizht hand of faith and fellowship—nct one was 
found to in‘erpose a negitive to the comm-n aad 
united voice with which he was pronounced a 
usarp:r and istiu'er, without even the shadow or 
the color of rizht to justify or excuse hm. Sir, it 
was, in my opinion, a great error, and a precedent 
of pernicious example, that a vote should have 
been taken at alli: the case, It was a case of un- 
warrantable intrusion and distu: bance, and was fit 
only to be handled by a Sergeantat-A:ms. Th? 
intcusion of persons on this floor from the S‘atz of 
New Jersey, nxt having regolar returns, was as 
little to be justified by pre.edent or principle as 
that of Mr. InaersoLL; though this i3 to te said of 
their cace, that it was one in which it was possible 
for men of hone t and fair, but ardent minds, to 
fall into unintentional error. 

Mr. Speaker, I have referred to these cases, and 
others occur:icg in parliamentary history, ia ordet 
to show that, if we cou'd bring our minds to be- 
lieve that an unfcrmed and unswora House of Re- 
presentatives was, or could be, clothed with any 
portion whatever of judicial power, such as is in- 
dicated by the Constitu'ion when it declsres that 
the House shall b: the judge of the “returns” of its 
members, yet that, in p.int of fact, no case has 
ar’sen, nnd none is likely to arise, of any the least 
difficulty, calling for the exercise of any such 
power by sach an unformed House. My own im- 
pression certainly is, and his been from the be- 
ginning, that the whole of this power of judgment 
committed to the Hous: of Representatives over 
the returns of members, as well as over their elec- 
tions and qualifications, belongs exclusively, bY 
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the very nature and necessity of thirgs, to the 
House when tally formed, organized, and sworn, 
When a new Congress meets, anda new House of 
Representatives is to be formed, the duty of mem- 
bers, meeting for that purpose, towards each other 
is plain and simple. They meet as equals; every | 
one of them isin office by virtve of a regular re- ` 
tum, if he have such return, and all are bound to 
respect the personal privilege and representative 
character of all. “Every man,” says the establi<h- 
ed law of Parliament, “mast, at his peril, take no- 
tice who are memters returned of record;” and this ` 
obligation is no less stiong upon members them- 
selves in regard to each other than upon the world 
beside. The retara is a title, a title to of- | 
fice, a title t3 a franchise, to a property in 
actual possession, and is good against all 
the world till the right is disproved, and 
the possesscr, upon proof, and by a regular trial 
and ju’gment, is ousted. An as:embly of men, 
standing in such a relation to each other, and meest- 
ing to form themselves into a House of Represen- 
tatives, can never, I feel sure, find any the least 
difficulty, if only they meet disposed, one and all, to 
ob?y and follow the simple injunctions of the Con- 
stitation and the law. oe 
And, Mr. Speaker, is this body now, in its pre- 
sents ate, and before all, each and every one, ap- 
pearing simultaneously with the rest, and bearing 
the legal authority and evidence of membership, 
shall be admitted to the oath—is this body now in 
any better condition to enter into a judicial investi- 
gation touching the returns of members? It seems 
tə me that still nothing is offered, or can be for the 
considera'ion either of the Speaker or the House, 
bat simply the fact, whether these gentlemen from 
New Jersey are here upon their legal retu:'n3, If 
they have such returns, a fact which novoJy qres- 
tions, then their right is equal to ours, or to yours, | 
sir. The House of Representatives cannot be com- 
pa without them, according to the Const tution. 
ou are bound to take notice that they aie mem- | 
bers, and to administer to them the oath which they i 
demand to take. l i 
But, sir, the position assumed by that portion of | 
tbis body which opposes the admitting of the mem- | 
| 
| 


bers from New Jersey to the oath, so far as I can 
learn or understand it, is this: that now, if not be- 
fore, we have a House of Representatives capable |. 
of entering cn any business assigned to such House 
by the Constitution and the law; that they under- 
stand and beiieve that the right of these members |, 
from New Jersey is impeached by per-ons standing || 
ready to con‘est their seats; and that, until that con- 
test shall be decided in the lk gal and regular way, 
neither the return members nor their competi'ors 
ought to be, or shall be, admitted to seats on th's | 
floor. This is the position of one portien of this |, 
body; and I propese to examine this point, and to | 
show, as I telieve I can, to these gentlemen them- | 
selves, who stand on this ground, that they are act- 
ing in a great error—a great error; and one which, 
when exposed, should, ifitdo not, frignten them 
from this dangerous position. 

Sappcs ng, for the sake of the argament only, 
that now, though with a por.ion of its return mem- 
bers on the spot, and necessary to its composition, 
not yet qualified to act with us, as they cemand to 
be—suppose the House is competent to take the 
whole case of the New Jersey members into con- 
sideration, andjadjudge upan it—admitting this, let 
Us see what it is that is proposed to be done under 
the resolution nuw before us. 

The question of right in regard to the alleged 
contest for seats from the State of New Jersey is 
one which rests of course on proofs. It's a case 
for judicial investigation and trials and it is essen- 
tial to a judicial proceeding that the judges shou'd 

hear and consider, as well as determine and ad- 
Judge; and it would seem to me to comport at least 
with decency, ifnot with common justice, that the 
whole case should be heard and considered before 
either the whole case, or any part of it, should be 
decided. Now what I desire to say, and what I 
charge in the Most distinct and explicit manner in 
woe ee by passing this resolution in 
cate T i touse wil give a so'emn deci- 
i Snly Important feature cf the case, 
Making an essential part of that final judgment 
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which the House may pronounce aftera full hear 
ing, but which cannot, and no part of which can, 
with either sense or decency, be anticipated in such 
amanner. It will be literally a judgment first, 
and a proposed hearing afterwards. 

Sir, let gentlemen consider for a moment what 
will be the process of hearing and jadgment on the 
merits of the New Jersey question. A commitiee 
must be appointed in the usual way, who will take 
the case into consideration, and hear all the p‘oofs 
and allegations of the re-pective parties. First, 
we may suppose, wil apptar the memters holding 
the Governor’s commission—that is to say, the re- 
turns; and this will be enough for their purposes, 
in the first instance. Then will come the claim- 
aats, with tkeir proofs to establish the fact, if it 
be so, as they are understood to allege, that, when 
the poll lists are all examined, and a correct count 


is made, the majority of votes actually cast will ' 


be found to have been given to them; and here | 


they will rest their case. 
upon the commissioned members, and they will 
proceed to present their proofs to show, as they 
allege they can, that the poll lists mast be parged of 
so many fraudulent and illegal votes given against 


i. them as to turn the scale of legitimate numbers 


once more in their favor, anid give them the elec- 


` tion. Oa this latter point, undoubtedly, the whole 
; case must eventually turn; for nobody, I suppose, 
; doab's, after all that the country has heard on the 


sabject, that a large number of persons, chiefly 
foreigners, voted at this election in New Jersey, by 
direct and dishonest procurement, who were no 


: more entitled to a voice in the election than would 
| have been the maimed skeletons of all the Hessian 


mercsnaries slain on the soil of that tried and suf- 


fering State in the conflict of the Revolution, if 
` the tramp of party could have been s-unded loud 


and ceep enough to bring up the those skeletons 


, for this purpose from their dishonorable graves. 


The prvofs being closed, and the parties having 
been heard before the committee, the next thing in 
order would be the report of the committee; and 
with this in possession of the House, the ease 
would stand for judgment. Now it must be re- 
membered that no suggestion whatever is made, 


| nor is it pretended in any quarter, that a choice 


was not actually effected in the New Jersey elec- 
tion. Five gentlemen, besides the one now in his 
place from that State, were elected, of the one 
par y or the other; and the judgment of the House 
murt be finally entered accordingly. That judg- 
ment, then, will -be—supposing one entire set or 


l: the other to be found to have been chosen—in sub- 
; Stance, either that Mr. Aycrigg and his associates 
: are entitled to their seats, ard that Mr. Dickerson 


and his associates are not; or, that Mr. Dickerson 
and his associates are entitled to their seats, and 
that Mr. Aycrigg and his associates are not. ` It is 
the latter alternative, out of all doubt, on which it 
is expected by those who cppose the present ad- 
mission of the retura members, that the deci- 
sion of the House will finally rest. Suppose it 
shall be so; I then ask, and E put the question 
solemnly home to gentlemen, how much of the 
judgmentof this House, implied in the resolution 
that Mr. Dickerson and his associates are entitled 
to seats on ths floor, and that Mr. Aycrigg 
and his associates are not—how much of this judg- 
ment are you reacy and willing now to pronounce? 
How much of it dae you antic paté with: ut any 
hearing or proofs whatever, by a present dec’sion? 
Sir,1t is in terms presisely one equal half of this 
judgment that gentlemen are now about to antici- 
pate and declare by their present re‘usal to admit 
Mr. Aycrigg and ohevs to the oath. Once pass 
such a resolution, and you have given a direct de- 
ciee against the e gen‘lemen of exclusion from 
their sea's. Itisin vain to say that it is a mere 
refusa! to admit them to their seats, and that fcr a 
limited time. It is not in your: power to admit 
them. They are in office, and in their seats, witt- 
ont ycur aid, and in spte of you. If you refuse 
them the ca h, they cannot act, because they must 
be sworn before they can act, by the direc‘ion of 
the Const'tution and the law; and this is equiva- 
lent fo an ejec ment. You turn them out, yon ex- 
pel them, by a direct substantive act, and you 
could do no more af er a full hearing of the case. 


The burden is then again | 
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The hearisg had, and the corcluson I have sup- 
posed found, you may pass your fiat for the ad- 
mis ion of Mr. Dickerson an] others; Lut the ex- 
cluding of Mr. Aycrizg ant his fe!'ows from t-e 
House wiil have been done already, and nothing 
will remain to you in regird to them but ‘o ecnfirm 
a judgment solemnly rendered by you before the 
trial commenced! 

But this is not all. It will be something more 
than half the judginent in the cas2 which wiil be 
rendered before trial; it will lack little in substanca 
and fact of being the entire judgment which will 
thus be rendered beforehand. Upoa what ground 
is itthat you can try, cr iaqu're a' all into the 
right of the return members to their seats? Is it 
not mereiy upon the claim set up by their competi- 
tors? Could you, if parliamentary usage were ob- 
served in the case, ever hear of an impeachment of 
their right but through the petition of the claim- 
ants? You d'spense with the petition, an] yeu re- 
ceive the clain—and what is that claim? W:y, 
that they, the claimants, have a beter tiile to tie 
offices in question than the incumbents have. The 
latter have possession, and the others are trying to 
get possessiun; one party is in, and the other is en- 
deavoring to get in. What is the settled and uni- 
versal rule in such cases? Why, that the party 
who is oul and seeking to come in must show a 
better tite before possession shall be disiurke?. It 
is only because of that better title, first shown af- 
firmatively, that the incumbent can be dispossessed. 
He is removed, not upon the weakness of his own 
title, but solely to make room for another who esta- 
blishes a good title. What, then, is the act of dispos- 
sessing the incumbent but a distinct recognition of 
the beter title of the claimant? How far short 
d.es this come of a judgment to that effect? 

It isno new or extraordinary thing that the legal 
right to an oflice should be litigate! between a 
claimant and the incumbent; and there is nothing © 
in this tribunal which should change the commcn 
principles of justice applicable to such cas-s. Was — 
it ever heard, in any court, that a claim being set 
up, the incumbent was first dispossessed, and the 
right of the claimant heard and determined afte:- 
wards? A man isin peaceable possession of his 
estate, his dwelling, or his farm; and one claiming 
to havea better title brings his action of ejectment 
to recover the pcssession; it would a little astonish, 
not lawyers merely, but all men, T think, to hear 
that the first order of te court should be to :urn out 
the occupant, and leave the premises vacant, to 
await the judgment of the court cn the right of the 
claimant when a hearing and trial should be had 
And yet this is precisely what is proposed to be 
done in the case before us. You would not enter- 
tain a question in the case but upon the claim of 
those who profess to set up a better tit'e, and, upon 
a full hearing, you could not legitimate ly determine 
and acjndge that the party who is in must go cut, 
but by finding that the party who is out is entitled 
to come in; and this you are now about to do, rot 
after a full hearing, or after any hearing, but with- 
out hearing, or proofs, or trial, or any pretence of 
any such thing. Yon are about to decide and 
adjudge, in substance, upon the whole case, on its 
merits; you, censtituting the grandest judicial in- 
quest and tribunal in the nation, you are about to 
do this before trial and without trial; and you then 
propose to go on afterwards with the solemn 
mockery of a hearing, with nothing left for you to 
do at the end, if the case turns oot as you hope and 
believe it will, but simply to adopt some mere for- 
mal recogniti n of your own foregone and recorded 
judgment. 

Honorable gent'emen, with a show of great mo- 
deration and cindor, have been free to confiss 
thst, in their oyinion, these claimants of seats 
ovght not themselves to be admitted unt they 
have made out their case upon tke trial. Really! 
But, in the mean ‘ime, you think it perfectly ju t 
and proper to begin the pree ss with turning out 
the return memdrs. Now, do yeu not sce ‘ht 
you do not, and cannot, take such a course, vpon 
the suppose | weakness cf their title? That ‘heir 
title, indeed, is not only not weak, but that the 
perfect, unim; eached, and positively on Bas ie 
bh, except by supposing that their an ave 
a beiter title, and were themselves eleciea? Upon 
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sion——and this only it is, hat you entertain even a 
suspicion of the title of the retarn members, and 
that you are willing to aid in ejecting them from 
their paces. And therefore itis that I now invite 
you—I now call upon you, to be consistent, and 
take courage enough to go on, and act the doe- 
trine out. Your judgment is, if it mean aay 
thing, that the party who is ou', according to 
the present prevai-ing inc ination and faith of 
your mind, Fas the beiter title—has the title; and 
of course, that the party who isin hasnose. Now, 
I say to yor, be men, and execute the whole of this 
judgment, if you really mean toexecute any part 
of it. If you tarn oat one party, put in the other— 
do it; for I tell you, you have not the shadow of 
pretence or excuse for turning one party oat, but 
because the o:ber party has a right to come in. 
Put them ir, then—do it! Do not be alarmed for 
the result or the eon-equences. If your present 
foregone conclusion shall turn out to be Tight upon 
the facts, the whole judgment is already executed 
to your hand. For form’s sake, you may then re- 
cognise and confirm it. And if it be otherwise— 
if the facts in the case shall perve:sely fail to bear 
you ont—why, what will it matter? It is but the 
reversal ef a judicial decision afier hearing, which 
it was convenient to you to pronounces before hear- 
ing—'f it must come to that, which there are many 
chances of your avoiding, afier all; and, in the 


mean time, the present is safe enough. Five party | 


votes against you are got rid of, and five party 
votes for yoa are secured, for two, or three, or six 
months, as the case miy be; the present is made 
sore—let the future take care of itself. Do it, then, 
I invite and advise you—do your whole wiil i the 
case, and not merely the half of it—do it! 

Mr. Speaker, an honcrable and learned member 
from Virginia, [Mr Damaoore,} in the remaiks 
with which he favored the House yesterday oa 
this ease, argued to us, with much sincerity and 
earnestness, that a House of Representatives, once 
organ’zed and qualified according to the Constitu- 
tion, has the power and right to go into evidence, 
on a question of contested election, out of or behind 
the return. Sir, nobody, I relieve, at this day, 
doub’s or disputes that proposition; and the honora- 

le member might have spared himself the pains 
of quoting s? many authorities and precedents 
to prove it. But it is one thing to show that your 
court has competent jurisdiction and power to try 
an! determine a great judicial question, and quite 
another thing to maintain that that court may ad- 
judge and ex cute first,and hear and try afterwards. 
‘And this is what. gent'emen here propose that this 
tribunal shal) do;. nay, this is what the honorable 
member himself maintained, in substance, that this 
House ought todo. We have before us, said the 
honorab!e gentleman, some evidence in the case 
touching the point of the contested election, and 
we may now act upen that, so far at least as to 
exclude the retura members from their seats, until 
the whole case shall be heard. Upon what princi- 
ple of justice or right will you do this? And does 
not the gentleman now see that this same evidence 
if sufficent to exclude the retarn members until the 
whole case shall be heard? is sufficent also to put 
the claimants in their places until the whole case 
shall be heard? Iudeed, does he not see that there 
is no evidence whatever to impeach the title of the 
return members, except that which goes to estab- 
lish the adverse title cf the claiman’s? That, ‘n 
truth, the validity of the acverse litle is the conclu- 
sion to be drawn from the evidence, if any can be, 
and that the failure of the other title is merely an 
inference from that conclusion? The argument of 
tie gentleman p-oves too much—much more than 
he intend:d, I thnk; for I have not yet und: rstood 
that he is prepared tò gò at once for the admiss’on 
of the claimants, though he is prepared to go for 
the exclusion of the members who are in their 
places. But upon what principle, I ask again, 
will he venture to adjudge and decide upon any 
part of this case? By the very terms of ycur 
proposition, you admit thata partcnly of the evi- 
dence, and not the whole, is before you; and you, 
sitting as a jadge, with the oath of Heaven upon 
you, will decide now, and hear the rest of the mat- 
ter afterwards! You will decide, as I say, the 


this snpposition —this faith, th's foregone conclu- 


New Jersey Question—Mr. Barnard. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Dec. 1839. 
H. of Reps. 


= 
whole case now, or, as you must admi!, at lea. t a 


principal point in the case, and afterwards—yes, 
afterwards—proceed regularly to the trial! But, 
besides, you talk of evidence, as if really there 
was any evidence whatever yet in the case. Sir, 
there is none—not a particle. Do not tell me of 
the certificate of the Secretary of State of New 
Jersey. Another man—any other man—had as 
much legal right to make that certificate, for the 
uses to which it is here attempted to be put, ashe 
had; nay, there is not a poor beggar in the streets, 
betwixt this and Trenton, who has not as much 
right, leca'ly, to certify the members reiurned 
from New Jersey out of their seats, in this samma- 
ry way, as this Secretary of State had. Evidence, 
indeed! Judicial minds, methinks—judges—should 
demand something very different {rom this when 
they would have evidence. 

Sir, the proposition of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, 


that we should receive and act now upon | 


what he calls the evidence before us, is identical, — 


in this particular, with that offered a few days 
ago by an honorable member from Sooth Carolina, 
(Mr. Pickens,] and in which that member wes 
ingeuiously supported by an honorable colleague 
of his, [Mr. Hotmes;] but it should be said, in 
juctice to these gentlemen, that they would have 
made this “evidence” cover the whole case; they 
would not have rested with the exclusion of the 
members who were in, but they would have 
brought in the claimants upon it to fill the vacant 
places. 

The position of the honorable member [Mr. 
Pickens] was briefly this: that it was competent 
for a body of Representatives, without any organi- 
zation whatever, not, indeed, to go into the 
question of contested election, but to determine 
upon eviderce who of the parties contesting seats 
«were enlitled to the return;” and he thought that 
the evidence before us, in the present case, was 
sufficient to settle that question conclusively in 
favor of the claimants. It would be difficult, I 
think, to find another instance where an ingenious 
mind was more entirely deceived and misled by a 
mere form of words. What did the honorable 
member mean when he_ proposed that we should 
look into the certificate of the Secretary of New 
Jersey to see “who were entitled to the returns?” 
He. admitted that we could not, in the state we 
were them in, go int» the meritsof the election, 
and yet we might decide who were “entitled” to 
the retarns. I pray to know, sir, who were ever, 
at any time, strictly entitled to the returns but 
those who were actually elected? The State offi- 
cers furnish to the members, and through them to 
us, accordiag to law, and by a power expressly 
contided to them under the Constitution, their 
decision, inan authentic form, as to who were 
“entitled” to the returns; and this is conclusive, 
until the House of Representatives, duly organiz:d 
and qualified, shall revise and reverse this judg- 
ment, upon proper proof and due deliberation. 
When that is done, then there is a new judgment 
as to who are “entitled” to the returns; but this is 
a judgment upon the election, and nothing less. 
And when the honorable member proposed, there- 
fore, that we should undertake to ascertain who 
were “entitled” to the returns, it was only pro- 
posing, though not himself, I dare say, aware of 
it, that we should try the election question on its 
merits, and try that questicn, too, upon evidence 
that evidence was none, or, at any rate, upon 
evidence that was known and acknowledged to be 
partial and defective. The proposition itself, in 
terms, was presented with the knowledge of the 
fact that the evidence, such as it was, could only 
carry us forward to a certain point in the case, and 
there it would leave us. Inshort it would bring us 
to this notable conclusion, standing uncontradicted, 
that the majority of votes actually cast in the New 
Jersey election, counting all, good and bad, legal 
and illegal, legitimate and fraudulent, were given 
for the claimants; and upon this finding we must 
admit the said claimants as being “entitled” to the 
returns. The allegation of fraudulent and illegal 
votes in the case, and a great many of them, is 
distinctly made, and nobody {pretends to question 
the fact; and yet we are to go on and decide, in a 
judicial way, that those gentlemen are “entitled” to 


: if they do, such return is to go for nothing. 


the returns, and to their seats here, who had 
succeeded at the polls in securing for themselves 
the greatest number of these fraudulent and illegal 
votes, 

And why must this flagrant and foul injustice be 
done, and why must we doit? Verily, becanse 
this is now found to be the Constitution and the 
law! Itis now discovered, after a necessary and 
uniform practice to the contrary for fifty years, 
that though the State laws, passed in obedience to 
the requirements of the Constitution, may awihorize 
State functionaries to “hold” elections for Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, yet these functionaries 
can have no constitutional pcwer to judge, even 
in the first instance, of the qualificatiens of electors, 
or of the result of a canvass. Their duty is to 
receive the votes thatare offered—all of them, 
bad and good, and count them all up, and there 
irthe duty ends. They cannot ascertain and 
certify any result; they cannot make a raturn, or, 
It is 


. the business of the House, according to this new 
doctrine, as a preliminary measure, before any 


organization whatever, getting at the facts as best 


| it may, to cast up the votes which have been given, 


find where the majority falls, and thus determine 
and ajudge who, in the first instance, are “entitled” 
to the returns, reserving the important bu.iness of 
purging the poll-lists of the frauds with which they 
may be tainted, to a later and more convenient 
season. And this new doctrine is found, we are 
told, after a careful analysis of the Constitution, hy 
which a prevailing confusion of ideas on th? sub- 
ject is dissipate]! And there is no confasion of 
ideas in supposing that to judge of the “returns” cf 
members is to determine who are “entitled” to the 
returns, and that to determine who are “entitled” 
to returns isnot to judge of the “‘elections;” no 
confusion in supposing that a body of gentlemen 
should come together to forma House cf Repre- 
sentatives, not one of whom has any right or title 
to sitand actasa member uatil the House, not 
yet composed, as itcannot well be without mem- 
bers, has passed upon his pretensions, and deter- 


., mined that he és entitled; no confusion in supposing, 
‘ as the gentleman did, that though the Consuitution 


requires the members to take an oath, yet, as it does 
not specify when that oath shall be taken, the 
injunction will be well obeyed if the oath be taken, 
without regard to the time when—in other wo.cs, 
it may as well be taken in June or July as in 
December, as well on the last day of the session as 
on the first; and, in the mean while, a posit ve 
statute prescribing that the oath shali bs taken 
“before the transaction of any other business,” 
need not be brought into the account at al!; no 
confusion, in short, in supposing that y.u may 
have a House to judge without members; that 
judges may as well be sworn after judgment, as 
before; that a judicial tribunal may have power 
expressly given it, by the Constitution, to decide 
a cause wpon hearing. one-half the . testimony, and 
that half authenticated inno legal manner whatever, 
at a Lime, too, when it has no constitutional autho- 
rity to hear the whole evidence—in other wo ds, 
may have power to do a great wrong, but no powcr 
to do right except by accident; and, finally, that 
the House of Representatives is directly ins'ructed 
by the Constitution to admit te their seats, in the 
first instance, those persons, in all cases, who shall 
have received, in the elections, the greatest number 
of vot s, counting all, the bad and the good tog t“er, 
and to almit such persons, therefore, as shouid 
have been, or, should be, by themselves cr their 
friends, most unscrupulous and most successful in 
pract’sing a gross fraud and outrage on the 
sacredness of the elective franchise and on the 
purity and majesty of the laws! In all this thee 
is no confusion of ideas, all this is the result ofa 
careful analysis of the Constitution. 

Mr. Speaker, the honorable gentleman from - 
South Carolina goes with the rest for excluding the 
return members from New Jersey from their places 
on this floor: let the House, let the country judge, 
if he offers a better reason for the measure than the 
rest. To my mind it a'l] comes to the same thing. 
Gentleman agree well enough in their conclusions, 
though some may travel a long road, while others 
take a short cut to get at them. They agree that 
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the members from New Jersey, as much in office 
as themselves, must be excluded. Judgment must 
be pronounced, ani execution had now, and by 
and by there shall be a regu'ar and satisfactory 


tral. 


Perhaps, sir, the bricfe-t mode of arriving at | 
thissame practical and necessary re.ult which has ` 


been suggested by any boly, was that prcsen‘ed 


yesterday by another honc rable and distinguishable : 


gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr.] 
He suggests that the resolution now before us 
contains a proposition, if now identical, equivalent 
to one already passed upon and decided, and which 
is of binding force and effect upon this House. 
His position is, that the propositiun is “res judicata,” 
that it has been decided, and that the decision was 
in the negative; that this House has pronounced its 
jadgment against tie~ admission of the retara 
memters to their rights and privileges on this floor 
as the Represeatatives from New Jersey—at least 
uwii the point of uliimate right upon the el-ction 
shall be determined. 

It mast be remembered t:at upon the former 
resolution to which the honorable member refers, 
the memb: rs, when the reso'ution was putto the 
vote, were fcund to be equilly divided. Of course, 
says the gen‘leman from South Carolina, it passed 
in the negative. . i 

Now, in the first place, I must deny, in a 
manor the most solemn and explicit for me to do, 
bata vote of a tubal actirg judicially, in a 
matter effecting either personal cr repr. s:ntative 
rgh's, ever had, or ever can have, the legal effect 
ofa judgment where the members are equaily 


divi'ed ia opinion, whatever may be the form of 


the question. Nothing is, or cin be, decided in 
that way. The matter stanes as if no vo'e had 
teen taken. The Hovs? of Rep esentatives acti: g 
judicial y, can ro more puta man ou of Office, ir 
pula man in—can no moie charge the incumbency 
o an office, temporarily, or p: rmanently and 
fiaally, without a vote, affirmative in effec’, 
whatever form it may assame, by a majority of 
Voices, than any other judicial tribunal, any court 
of competent jurisdiction in the land, could do the 
same thing without such majority of vuices. 


But, sir, whi'e I make this denial in rezard to 
the effect of a divided vote in the cise referred to, 
I will tike leave to recur fora moment to the 
resolation which has been supp-s-d to ke so 
irdentical with that now under consideration. 
That resolution dil not embody a sim: proposi- 
tiaa; is declared, first, that the creden ials of ce tain 
p tons from New Jersey weie suffic eat to ei. tit'e 
thm tə take theie Seas in the Honce. And, 
tond, thit the question of contested elec ion 
ought tobe let to be decited afterwards. . Such 
were t'e affirmative propositions stated in this 
resoiution, and th? resoluti n was vo'ed upon 
titre. What, then, was the converse of these two 
Propositions taken toge:her, and which, it iscone 
lerded, was e-tatlished and ¢ecited by a negative 
infereace? Way—to present the converse ina 
reverse bit proper order—that the question of 
conte.ted election ought to te decided now, and 
fore the members from New Jersey should be 
acmided to their stats, and therefore they should 
hot take their seats, upon ther credentials alone. 


Mr. Ruerr here rose and asked for the reading 
of tie resolation referred to; aad it was read as 
follows: 

“Resolved, That the credentials of the following 
Members, John B. Aycr.gg, John P. B. Maxwell, 
Wm. Helsted, Chas. C. Stratton, and Thos. J. 
Yorke are sufficient to entitle them to take their 
Seats in the House, leaving the ques ton of contested 
election to be afterwards decided by the House.” 
_ Mr. Baawarp proceeded. Such was the résolu- 
pa Mr Speaker; ani sivh, I repeat, as I have 
as ained, Was the plain converse and negative of 

32 Propcs.tions contained in it. This converse 
and negative, says the honorable gint'eman, was 
peblished and decid. d by the bod y which passed, 
i Ta upen the resolation, Tn short, then, 
i ond decided that tefore the return members 
i i ew Jersey should be admitted to their seats 
i allowed to act in the appropriate business of 

at body, the House, as then constituted, would 
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go On, and, in its own way, determine the question 
of the contested e'ection. 

Mr. Speaker, if the inorganic body of Represen- 
talives—I use the term advisedly, sir—did thus 
resolve, then, whether binding on this House 
or not, at least it would seem it must to have been 
binding on themselves. What did that body du? 
How did they regard the position in which they 
fourd them e'ves after the vote on that reso'u‘ion? 
How did the gentleman himself and his friends, 
the political majority in that body, conduct them- 
selves under that decision? Sir, that decision, if 
made,~threw the House back upon the precise 
position it had occupied a short time before, when 
a prior resolution, moved by the honcrable gentle- 
man himself, had been put to the vote, and passed. 
by a clear majority. A brief recitalof events will 
show what that position was, and what was done 
under it. 

This Hoase was thrown isto i's original embar- 
rassmeat in 1ezard to ihe New Jersey question by 
the refusal of the Clerk of the House to perform 
ths plainest ministerial duty which was ever im- 
pos?d by Constitution and law oa a public officer. 
He refused to call five members returned from 
Ne v Je s'y. Upon ths, aft ra delay of sume days, 
it was proposed, in the form ofa resolut'on, that 
the Cle:k should proceed to call th: roll of mem- 
bers returned as elected to the 26th Congress in 

the usual way. Tos resolution was laid on the 
table, on the motion of the g:nileman from South 
Carol na, (Mr. Ruerr.] And thereupon, it was 
moved by the same gentleman thit a proceeding, 
equally unusual and extraordinary, should be 


aopted. A resolution was adopted, on his mo- 


toa, first, that the Clerk should proceed to call 
those members whose seats were not cout-ste t; and 
then, that such memters, being a quorum, shou'd, 
befure the election « f Speaker, proceed to hear ¢n:l 
adjudge upon the elec-ions, re:urns, an | qualifica- 
tions of other persons claiming se:ts in the Hose 
The roll of members occupying. uncontested seats 
was then called, and a quorum was formed; and 


„it then remained to carry the later part of this 


order of the body into effect. And s) it was actu- 
ally attempted to be ‘done. A resolution was of- 
fe:éd, and carrie}, that a commi tee shoull be 
raised. for this purpoe Yes, carred! Ani 
honorable members were actually casing about, 
seme of them, at least, to make ther ticket, pre- 
patotory to the election of that commitiee! But, 
sir, that solemn farse—no, sir, that solemn rev: lu- 
t onary proceeding—was suddenly arrested. Gen- 
tlemen were appalled at the position in which they 
had placed themselves “Thy had gone as far on 
tòat road as they dared to go, os could 20. The 
Constitution and the laws began to thicken and 
darken in the way before them. It was obstructed, 


` abso'u'ely blocked up. The end conld not be seen; 


night, th’ck night, was brooding over it; there was 
not lett a solitary, distant star.to twinkle on that 
new, untredden path. They hes'tated; they re- 
trea'ed; they returned. By a unanimous vote, the 
resolution for the appointment of a commilt-e was 
re oasidéred; and then was presented that resolu- 
tion offered by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Wisz,] upon whch the tie vote which has been 
reerred to was taken. 

Nuw, s'r, recurring to that reselution, we ses 
what it was that body, by plain inference—if the 
postion of the gentleman from South Carolina as 
tothe effect cf the vote upon it becorrect—re 
solved to do. By a double obj gation, having 
passed two separate and distinct resolutions to the 
same effect, that body determined, in substance, 
that they would proceed to hear and adjudge, 
before the e'ecticn of Speaker, on the returns, 
elections, and qua!:fications cf a'l persons claim- 
ing conte:ted seats in the House. This was what 
was de'iberately and twice resolved to be done. 
And now, how did that body act on their own 
resolutions? How did they follow up and obey 
their own orders? Did gentlemen then go on, and 
make another effort to try the New Jersey question 
on the merits? No, sir, they had enough of that. 
To permit the members 1eturned from New Jersey 
to cccupy their seats, as they were clezrly ent tied 
to do, was not to be thought of fur a moment; and 
to enter into any investigation cf the cate was as 
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little to be thought of. It was easy enough to re- 
solve to investigate, but not so easy tv do what 
was re:olved should be done. There was an ugly 
kcotin the case, and, as it could not be untied, it 
wascut. In the face of their own order, twi:e 
g:ven, and binding upon nobody but themselves, 
gentlemen turned short round, and resolved to pro- 
ceed withou: further delay to t'e eleciion of Speak- 
er. This resolution was executed, and a Speaker 
was chosen, the votes of five members from New 
Jersey having been early in th: canvass refused 
and omit ed in the cou: t. 

And now, what is the preposition of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr?]_ Why, 
simply, that a reso wioa cf that body, which had 
had an anomalous existence here ke‘ore the elec- 
ticn of a Speaker—a resolution which the gentle- 
man himself, and his fiien is, composing a majori- 
ty, declined and omitie! to regard as having any 
binding force or eff-ct, in one of its most important 
features, even on themselves, by whem it had been 
pa sed—that resolution shall, in another feature of 
it, at least, be considered as revived and in full 
force, and binding on the H-use of Representatives 
now, at least partially organ zed ty the e'ection of 
a Speaker. With what kind of face can the gen- 
t\l2man ask us now and here to consider a resolution 
in force, which he himself, and a maj..ity of the 
Heue with hm, have heretofore, and when, if 
ever, it shou'd have teen deemed obligatory, 
repudiated in the most distinct and explicit manner? 

But I have another 0'j ction to make to the res 
judicata of the gentleman fiem Sowh Carolina. 
I plead to the jurisliction. I do not recogn'se any 
authority in that bedy which pasted, by vote, upon 
the re olution referred to, over this House of 
Rep e entatives. The gentleman asked, with 
s mz: emph s's, if not with an appearance of 
iriumpb, when arguing for the :dentity of th’s body 
with tiat which ex'sted here b fore ny organiza- 
tion—the genleman aslel: Dots the election of 
a Speaker make a House of Representatives? I 
answer, sir, if it do rot, yet you cannot makea 
constitutional Hou e for the transaction of busi- 
ness Without a Speaker. A Heu-e cf Representa- 
tives, under the Constituli n, is composed of mem- 
ters and a Speaker. Each cons'ituentis eseential 
to the ot'.er. It is just as necessary to have a 
Speaker as itis to have members. The Speaker 
of the House of Representatives is an officer of 
the Go ernment, receiving his appointment in- 
deed from the: members, but deriving his powers 
from the Constitution and the law. Let gentle- 
men ask themselves what the members can do 
without a Speaker to perfo'm his part in the 
business of the House. Can the House in the first 
place, hold, or begin to hold, its daily sessions, 
without a Speaker to take the chair? By the 
general parliamentary law the Speaker is to 
appoint committees, unless the House, by a posi- 
tive act, take the power out of his hands; and how 
can the House take power away froma function- 
ary who has no existence? By the samé general 
law, the Speaker decides questions of order, with 
which the House dees not interfere, except by way 
of appeal. Can the members receive an # xecutive 
or any other official communication, without a 
Speaker to receive the messenger or organ of 


“communication? The members may pass laws, 


but the Speaker must sgn them. “hey may 
order an arrest, or imprisonment, but the Speaker 
must issue the warrant, or commitment. They 
may order witnesses to be sent for, but the Speaker 
must issue the subpoena. In short, gentlemen 
will find that members, without a Speaker, are 
members, but not a House for the t ansaction of 
business; and if there were no other reason for it, 
it is sufficient that, by the express terms of an ex- 
isting statute, there can be no House for business 
without an oath, and there can be no oath with- 
out a Speakér. For myself, the efore, sir F can- 
not consent to regard any order or resolution of a 
body of Representatives, assembled but not m 
organized, without a Speaker and purer: s 
having any force or authority sbre nied 
House of Representatives composed ae palais 
for business, as this is now eae No sir 

cording to the Constitution and the la eo ve i 
there js ng res judicata in the case. 
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you shall have voted now, in your present state, 


by a mjority, as | suppose you will, against | 


admitting the members from New Jersey to the 
oath, and by which you mean to exclude them 


judicata, in my opinion, than before. 
have done an act by the physical power of mem. 
bers, and the effect may be just what it would 
have been if you had had the constitutional autho- 
rity to do it; but f tell you that an arbitrary and 
lawless decres—a decision before trial and without 
a hearing—is no judgment in legal ecceptation, 
that it wants all the sanctions of a judicial deter- 
mination, and ix to be submitted to just so far as 
submission is compelled, or may be politic, with- 
out compulsion, and no further. 

Mr. Speaker, the honorab'e gentleman from 
Virginia, near me, [Mr. Dromaooie,] in the con- 
clu:ion of his speech, demanded why it was that 
we must have the members from New Jer:ey in 
the House, so lonz as ii was knorn to every body 
that their ult mate right was at least d ubiful. 
Why must we have some body—why need we 
bate any body to fill contes‘ed seats cn this lov? 
Why not wait till the contest should te decide? 
Sir, my answer isa plain and direct one. We 
must have these meahers, because they are m'm- 


bers, by the law cf the land, as much as we are; | 


and because we cannot form a constitutional 
House of Representatives without then Thry 
are he e, in cffice, by the same ‘enur2 and the same 


author ty by which we hold; they are here as early | 


as our-elves, and ready to unite with usin com- 
posing the House. The Constitution gives to New 
Jersey tbe right to have them here, and if you can 
fo'm a House, urder the Ccnstitution, without 
them, you can, by the same ru'e, forma House 
after lepping off as many mere ofus asmay suit 
yoor sense of pr pr ety cr conveni.nce, takiag czre 
only to leave a kare quorum. 

Besides the point on which yourely to justify 
this proceeding is that you are advised that the 
sea's ofthese members will be contested. The 
rule, then—a rule, so far as your precedent and 
examp'e can go, which is to be establ'shed law 
hereatier—the rule is that the House being in- 
formed, however informally, that the seatof a 
retarn member isto te con‘ested, such member 
stands aside, by order of the House, till the contest 
shall be determined. I ask gentleman to look 
s rionsly ard s‘eadily at the monstrous evils they 
are ab ut to intiodu-e by such a rue. 
noi s e how easy athirg it mnst always be to get 
up claims tothe places of 1eturn members, and 
very plausible claims t20? Nuthing is more com- 
mon, frem one end of the country to the other, 
thin elections d cited by a very c’ose vote between 
the candidates, and ncthirg is e‘sier than to make 
a'legations cf fraud or mistakes in such cases, or 
indeed in any other cases. But according to this 
rve itis the mere setting up of cl:ims, with or 
‘wi heut foundation, which isto deprive members 
of their seats. Facts can:ot be inquired in'o, 


because it is not possible to try the question ina `, 


preliminary ard summary. way. There is nothing 
for it but to take the mere al'egations of the party 
making the claim, as enouzh to decide the matter. 
Deaials must go for nothing. Members of the 
Housa, regularly commis-ionel and accre ‘ited, 
mu-t te thrust out of their places, as many and as 
often as there cin be found men, honest and dis- 
hones’, tise! up a claim to their sea's. 
what a tremendous pewer are you hete clothing 
any unscrupulous party which may at ary time be 
found oecupying seats within this Hall! Sacha 
party need vive itself no troub'e to szcure a majo- 
rity here throuzh the popular e'ections; it may 
create that majority for it-elf on the spot. Finding 
itself short by a dezen votes or so, it has. only to 
procure c'a'ms to te set up forte sea's of an 
eqaai number of obnoxicus memters, when the 
srats of such members becom: vacant of cours», 
and the whole thing is done. 
oaly to get one st p farther, and, in the progress of 
in-com nz political corruptiva, s“ppose two great 
pa:tics to meet here, both eqnally uascrupulous, 
and of nearly the same numerical s'reng-b, when, 
under the operation and cover of this very rule 
which you are now about to es‘ablish, they will go 


And then we have i 


Í 
Í 
1 


: y ol 
from their seats, the case will be no more res . 


You will | 


Who does |. 


Wih `: 


on, pari prssu, ecimating each other’s numbers, 


and nenhez yielding in profligacy or obstinacy to | 
the o'her, until no quorum shall ¥e felt, and the ! 


Howe, it not the Govercmeat, be ipso facto dis- 
solved. 

Sir, 1 trust that no man respects more than I do 
that feeling, wherever it may be found, whch re- 
volts at the violation of the popular will, whenever 
that will is legally and constitutionally expressed. 
I can readily understand, without imagining any 
thing sinister or improper, and I can therefore pardon 
somethingof that zealand that pertinacious adherence 
toa mistaken and fatal line of conduct, of which we 


have seen so much on this floor; for I do not doubt ;; 
that many gentleman came h‘re believing, seri- |; 
; ously and in good faith, that the people of New | 

Jersey were likely to have their will trampled . 


upon and violated by the admission here of the 
return members from that State. ‘The mistake in 
the case is, in taking for granted what remains to 
be proved, and what can be proved in only one 
way, and that is a way provided and clearly 
marked ont by the laws of the land. 
the fact has yet been legally ascertained, these 
members are the persons, and the only persons, to 


represent the popular will of New Jesey; and if l i 
the tmth be otherwise, it will be found in time— | country and the world. We, the assembled Repre- 


jus: in the time and the mode appointed by law— |, 


and then the proper correction will be made. 
And I would take leave to remind gentlemen, such 
as honestly make much of thè popular will, that 
ours is a Government of Constitution and laws, as 


well asa popular Government; and I know of |; 


nothing. no, nothing fraught with higher danger to 


such a Government, than that the Constitution and 


Jaws should suffer encroachment and violation, 


under the pretence of serving or preserving the ; 


ascendency of the popular will. I say to gentle- 
men, preserve your Constitution, and your Con- 
stitution will preserve and maintain the true 
sovereignty of the people. But once depart from 
the Constitution and laws, once give them up, 
once let slip the cables and drop off these anchors 
into the great deep, and we are adrift, with our 
last and only security gone. The moment this 


is done, this Government becomes a government ; 
Occa- | 
sionally, indeed, reason may lift her feeble voice, | 


of men; ay, a government of the strongest. 


and be heard; but the certain end will be confusion, 
anarchy, and blood. Strike out the Constitution, 
in any one essential feature of it—do this and you 
strike out the sun fiom our political firmament, 


and you leave all those ponderous bodies, the | 


States, the planets of our system, to wander on in 
illimitable space, without any thing to keep them 
within their wonted and proper spheres, and with 


nothing to prevent or preserve them from those | 


dreadful and destructive collisions which will 
inevitably follow. 
Sir, if this House, or the country, need a com- 


So far as ` 
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the time brings the Government itself to a pause 
we see the first practcal effect of this novel and 
dangerous doctrine. And what has followed this 
bod and unfortunate beginning? For four days 
the body of Representatives he:e assembled went 
on without a head, unless the Cle:k m‘git for some 
purposes be so regarded, preserved from confusion 


' and violence only by an extraordinary exertion of 


mentary or a warning in tegard to the course of ` 
proceeding in case of a contet for seats here such © 
as has been and is proposed to be adopted on the . 


present occas on, they have that commentary 


and warning in the history of the present House | 


of Representatives. What is that kito'y? We 
are now in the m ddle of the third week of an 
attempt to o ganize the House, and the organiza. 
tion is not yet competed. What has produced 
this extraord nary and dangerous delay? Sir, on 
the first day of the session, the Clerk of the House, 
acting no doubt, as he was advised an :nstructed, 


; having a plain and simple duty to perform which 


should have embarrassed nobody, suddenly came 
to a dead stand midway in his call of the roll of 
members returned here as Representatives. 
pos tion on whch he rested was identical in sub- 
stance with that which the majority of the Ho:se 
now seem d'sposed to adopt and maintain. It waz, 
that in all cases where members returned to this 
House are followed here by claimants with the 
avowed purpose of contesting the seats of such 
members, whether w th reason or without re3son, 
on good grounds or on no grounds at all—nobody, 
of course, can tell—in al!such cases, such mem- 
bers are to be excluded from their seat: until the 
question of uitimate right shail be decded. In the 
conduct of the Clerk, then. a mere ministerial offi- 
cer, who arrests a hgh publ’c proceeding, and for 


, which we have experiese-d, and to end, finally, 


The | 
> coss'i'utional, American freedom, and freedom al 


mutual forbearance and moderation. An im. 
portant chenge in the condition of the House wag 
then effected. Pressed by a strong necess ty, and 
a common sence of danger, the House resolved to 
escape, while it could, for the delicate and 
hazardous position in wh'ch it was pl:ced. A 
venerable member from Massachusetts, [Mr, 
Avams,] fifted by his age and his stperior merits 
for the occasion and the office, whose long and 
eventful life had been one of devotion to hs 
country and to mankind—who had once been 
called by the confidence of h's countrymen to 
pres de over and gvide the destinies of the nationw 
he was named, alino-tby acelametion, as the pro. 
per individual to presde over and preserve the 
order of the House, and was conducted accordingly 
to the chair. 

And now a new spectacle was exhibited to th: 


sentatives of the nation in Congress, unable as yet 
to comp’se and form a constitutional House, had 
now resolved ourselves into a body, organ zed, in- 
deed, in our own way, yet inorganic as a House of 
Representatives, because without organs known to 
the Constitution and the law—a body of Congres- 
sional Representatives, with an ex'ra-constitutional 
organization, drawn up in foimidable and imposing 
array, with an extra-consti‘utional head, and stand- 
ing, not on the platform of the Constitution, but 
standirg without, at the portals of that great edi- 
fice cf Government founded and reared by our 
fathers, with no flag waving over us but one that 
we may be said to have borrowed for the cccasion, 
that we might seem to belung to a country and a 
Government}, and to be acting in their name. Fear- 
ful condition for ourselves and for the country— 
this body, this ex'ra constitutional body, lasted for 
ten days or more, and until, indeed, all felt and saw 
ihat its existence could not be protracted much lon- 
ger, while the way of escape seemed oaly to grow 
more and more doubtful and difficult. A dark, mys- 
lerious, and impenetrable future was befcre us; 
and what man among us had courage to look over 
the precipice on which we stood, and peer into the 
deep, deep, fathomless gulf which yawned beneath 
our feet? Sir, the boldest shrunk back. The hopa 
of escape to which all clung, though none could tell 
how that escape was to be effected—this hope, and 
the eflorts it inspired, finally saved us; and let us, 
one and all, thank God devoutly for our delivers 
ance. 

New, I appeal earnestly to gentlemén, shall not 
the past suflice? I beseech, I implore them, by 
the difficulties we have just encountered, by the ap- 
palling dangers we have just escaped, not to pursue 
their doctrine and policy further; no! to go on, and, 
by a solemn and ¢eliberate decision, establish a 
precedent for a course of proceeding which bas 
been found productive of nothing but difficulty and 
reril in its first practical workings, and which, if 
persisted in now, bids fair to rise up before the as- 
sembled Represen atives at the meeting of the very 
next, and every new Congress, lo produce a repeti 
tion of the delays, embarrassmen!s, and dangers 


nobedy can tell in what disaster and ruin. Fir 


the sake of peace—for the sake of order—for the; 
sake of the country—for the sake of freedom, of 


over the world, I beseech gentlemen to pause. Let 


them pause. 
the perilous way they have attempted. Let them 
retain to the plain and pleasant ways of the Cen- 
stitution and the laws; and then, and then oulj, 
shall they, or we, or the country, be safe. 


EECH OF MR. CLAY, 


Or ALABAMA, 


| In Senate, January 8, 1840—On the bill for th 


armed occupation and settlement of that part © 
Florida overrun by hostile bands of Indians. 


Let them not tread one step further. 


{ 


“which he had be 


_ Tations, while commanding in Florida. 


Jan. 1840. A 


26TH Cona...-lgr Szss. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alapama, ssid that when he made 
the motion for adjoummeny’ yesterday, it was not 
his intention to add thé Senate on this subject 
to-day ; but, on radi , he had determined that 
he would now submi Lye views, which he hoped 
might not be wholly aAwor hy of consideration, 


The Senator from South Caro'ina [Mr. PRES- 
ron] who addressed us on yesterday, said Mr. C. 


now occupies a po-iton very different trom the | 


one in which he sto d, and uiters sentiments very 
much at variance w.th those he scemed to enter- 
tain, about eighe.n months since, when the bill 
making appropriations for the further prosecution 
of the war in Florida was under consideration, At 
the time referred to, he not only censared (with 
very few excepiions) all who were in any manner 
connected with the management of the war, but 
declared substantially, thit before ose cent more 
was appropriated for its further prosecu'ion, an in- 
vestigation ought to be instituted, as to the prodigal 
expenditure of the public treasure, which, he said, 
had already then taken place,and alsə as to th: causes 
of the disgraceful failures of former effur s to subdue 
theenemy. Now, sir, whatis the Senator’s present 
position? He not only considers this bill wholly 
inefficient and unequal to the accomplisameut of 
the object intended by its passage, but he is now 
willing to vote for an army of any number, 
—say ten thcusand—fiftecn thousand—nay, the 
gentleman went so far, if I am not mis- 
tiken, as to profess a Willingness to vote 
for an army of twenty thousand men; and 
this without any investigation, and notwithKanding 
all his charges and complaints of extravagance, 
in reiation to the manner ia which the war has 
been heretofore conducted. He (Mr. Cray) was 
constrained to considsr these views of the Senator 
from South Caro'ina, as wholly inconsistent, and 
ir conci'able with those which he formeriy enter- 
tanef and expressed. Why, sir, (said Mr. C.) 
the Senator has represented to us that the expens?s 
of the Florida war, from its commencement to the 
Present time, amounts to some twenty or twenty- 
five millions of dollars, which he very properly 
considers enormons; yet, almost in the same breath, 
he professes his readiness to raise an army that 
would exceed his highest esiimate in a single year. 
When the Administration proposes the expenditure 
of more money to effectuate the objrcts of the war, 
it is all wrong; too much has already been ex- 
pended; and when the Administration proposes to 
economire, to stay the hand of prodiga'ity, as the 
Senator formerly characterised it, and pay for the 
couquest of the couatry in a small portion of the 
land, itis stilt all wrong; the measure is entire'y 
in ficient; the gentleman would now have us 
pour out tke public treasure, to the amount of mi'- 
loos, more than has ever before been expended ! 
Sə frequenily do the views and sentimen’s of the 
Senator change, that it may be well questioned 
whether the Admini-tr.tion can devise any mea- 
sure that will mee: his approbation. 

Bat the Senator from South Carolina not only 
abuses the Administration for the manner in which 
the war in Florida has been directe’, but also re- 
flects censure on the military officers who have 
been engaged in it. R 

(Mr. Pagstom explained. He said directly the 
contrary. He had said that some of the officers 
had behaved with great gallantry, and instanced 
Generals Scott, Clinch, aud perhaps General 
Taylor.) 

Mr. Cray resumed. He said he was awaie 

ere were some exceptions from the Senator’s đe- 
Aonciations; but, he said, he certainly felt justified 
iQ Saying the Senator from South Carolina did re- 
flect on the conduct of some of the officers, and 
more particularly that of General Jesup. The 
gentleman alluded unfavorably to that officer’s 
conduct in the Creek nation, and to the manner in 
en made to supersede General 
Unfortunate resulis of his ope- 
J Mr. C. 
also said he recollected that the Senator had ar- 
‘Taigued his conduct on a former occasion, and had 
_Tepresented it as not worthy of an American 
„cer. Mr, C. said he would take that occasion 
way of General Jesup, what the Senator himself 
might have known, if he had looked back into the 


Scott, and te the 


history of those matters, that, before he left the 
command of the army in Florida, he had requested 
a court of inquiry into his conduct, which, how- 
ever, was deemed unnecessary, aad declined by 
his superiors. I wil go further, (said Mr. C.) and 
say that General Jesup is now willing, and at all 
times prepared, to defend his character and justify 
his conduct in that war, and, indeed, his whole 
military course in the South, before any court of 
irquiry that may be instituted here or elsewhere; 
or before a committee of the Senate, shou!d the 
gentleman think proper to move an investigation of 
that character, or should the Senate think proper 
to appoint one tor that purpose. 

But the Sena‘or from South Carolina has taken 
occasion to bestow much commendation on the 


, course pursued by General Scott, and in-is's that, 


if he had not been removed from the command, in 
all probabitity, not more than another campaign 
would have been necessary to terminate the war. 
Now, (said Mr. C.) what are the facts? Did not 
General Scott begin the war with what every one 
deemed a competent force? He had the regular 
troops, which had been Unter the command of 
General Clinch—the troops brought into the field 
by General Gaines—and, if I mistake not, had 
authority to call, in his own discretion, upon 
Georgia, Alabama, and some of the adjacent 


States, for any additional volunteer militia force 


he might deem necessary. He did have troops 
from both the Stat-s named, and probably from 
Some others. The Indians were then cot cer- 
trated, or, at least, in large bolies, and, Mr. C. 


believed, generally ready to give battle. Mr. C. | 


said he would not pretend to speak with much con- 
fidence as to what might or ought to have 
been done under the circumstances stated; but 
he might be permitted to speak of results, and from 
them geatleman would be able to form some opis 
nion, as to the accuracy of the Senator from South 
Carolina. Gen. Scott formed his own plans, for 
aught Mr. C. knew, very judiciously ; he marched 
his army through the country in various directions, 
exhibiting an imposing force, fighting battles when- 
ever the occasion offered, and, no doubt, always 
ready to give battle; but was the enemy subdued? 
No—so far from the fact, or any indications of it, 
on the part of the Indians, they fougat his vo'ùn- 
teer troops out of the Territory at the close of the 
campaign, cn their return march, at least those 
from Alabama, and Mr. C. was under the im- 
Pression those from Georgia also. Yes, said Mr. 
C. when the volunteer regiment from Alabama 
were on their return te Tampa Bay, froma fort 
then called Alabama, (now, he believed, calle! Fort 
Foster,) about thirty miles distent, to embark for 
their home:, they were attacked by the Indians ia 
great force at Clonotasassa, and fought one of the 
haidest battles of the whole campaign, which con- 
tinued about an hour and a quarter; and, although 
we had a glorious victory, it resulted in the lots of 
many valuable lives. Such, sir, were the indica- 
ticns ef a specdy and triumphant close of the war, 
at the end of the first campaign. Then ‘what 
ground is there for saying that Gen. Sectt (from 
whose reputation, as an officer, Mr. C. said he had 
not the slghte-t wish to detract) would have. ter- 
minated the war in another campa‘gu? Several 
campaigns, nhder the direction of other comman t- 
ers, have siace taken place, and the objects of the 
war have not yet been atlained—consequenily, 
when the gentleman from South Carolina insists that 
Gen. Scott would have accomplished those objec's 
in one more, if he had not been recalled, he indi- 
rectly casts cen‘ure upon o'her officers equally 
skilful and meritorious. At all events, said Mr. 
C. ict the gentleman show what wuuld have b en 
dons by Gen. Scott, that his successors in com- 
mand have not done. 

Sir, said Mr. C. some ailns'o1 has been made 
by the Sena‘or from S_uth Czro!ini, to ihe condact 
of the Creek war; and as E happen to know, per- 
sonally, many of the circumstances under which 
General Jesnp ected cn that ceca:ion,I frel it my 
duy to refer to them. If they had been fully 
known to his ecmmandirg Gereral, I have litle 
doubt they would, as they should, have cal'ed forih 
commendation instead of censure. 


Had General Jesup been disposed to take up the - 
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line of mareh from Tuskegee, 
the Alabaina Volunteers, with any undue haste, he 
might have doneso four or five days sooner than 
he did. He hida suffisient number of troops in 
the field to have fought every Creek Indian then in 
arms against us; he had amis, munitions, subsis- 
tence, and the means of Wanspoitatiun, Indepen- 
dent of seven or eght hundred Alabama volun- 
teers, then under his immediate c mmand, and a 
still g eater number at Irwinton, he had secured the 
co-operation of the powerful chief Hopoth-le-Yoho- 
lo, with some fiftcer hundred friendly warriors; 
and knew he wou'd te joinedin his march by an 
additicnal battalicn cf mounted men then on their 
way. His troops had been s me time in camp, 
weie in danger of besoming sickly, impatient 
for active service, and liabe to tiat discontent 
which long d-lay universally produces with the 
best citizen soidiery. Inthe mean time he had 
ascertained from a source that merited the highest 
confidence, that Tuckabache-Hadjo, a popular 
chief, was vascillating as to his course —balancing 
between a union with the hosti!e Creeks or the whites, 
and that, if he had joined ihe enemy, he would 
probably carry over with him some two thousand 
warriors. This chief was a brother of Nea-Micco, 
a principal chief, who was already at the head, 
and encampe.! with a portien of the war party. 
Such an union was greatly to be deprecated; it 


the head quarters of 


would have reidered the enemy formidable in- 


deed, and would very naturally have ra lied against 
us much the larger portion of the fighting men in 
the pation. Under sucha state of things, not a 
moment could have been justifiably los; it be- 
came the duty of Gen. Jt sup to take such s'eps as 
would strike terror into the enemy, already in the 
field, and deter others from augmenting his force, 
Fortunately for the count y at large, but more espe- 
cialiy for Alabama, G n. Jestp pronpiy deter- 
mined on the proper course. ‘There were two 
routes leading from Tuskegee to Irwinton, whither, 
Mr. C. believed, Gen. Jesup was ordered to march 
and join Gen. Scott, the most direct of which led 
near the encampments of the enemy. During this 
march Ger. Jesup captured Neamathla, the life 
aud soul of the war party, with his son. The ce- 
lebrated chief alluded to was the master-spirit, who 
had rais2d the storm, and he alone was able to 
ride in and direct it. This well-timed and most 
fertupa‘e captare struck terror and dismay into 
the hostile party, and at once terminated the war. 
In a few days atierwards they were all captured 
or subdaed; the white inhab ‘ants restore} to their 
homes, and pursuing, in safety, their u ual avoc:- 
tions. Suppose it had been contrary to orders, 
(which, however, Mr. C. denied to be the fact, so 


-far as he wa: ioformed,) is there any Senator pre- 


sent who wovl:! not be ready to jus‘ify a departare 
fcom the prescribed line of march, under such cir- 
cumetances, when it was certainly to be followed 
by such happy resu'ts? By this fortunate and 
prompt mov-ment, a war, which had been com- 
menced with one of the most powerful and war- 
like of the Indian tribes, was terminated without 
blocdshed, (after the troops were in the field,) which 
m‘ght otherwise have cost thcusands of valuable 
lives, and have been as protraciej, and have cost 
as mary millions of dollars as that with the Semi- 
noles, Sir, said Mr. C. it was my fortune to he at 
the headquarters of the Alabama troops, on the 
occe?sion referred to, and, knowing the state of 
things, as I did, I notonly advise t, but urged Gen. 
Jesup t adopt the coutss he did; and, so far from 
meriting censure, his conduct entitles him to com- 
mendation and gratitude. 

Mr. C said he did not thir:k it necessary, or pro- 
fer, on this cccas‘on, to pass on the relstive merits 
of those two offic rs. Their deeds were recorded 
in our history, and known to their countrymen. 
They had both d's'inguished thems:lves in some of 
the hardest fought battles on our Northern front'er, 
during the Jae war with Great Britain. Ard he 
would not have made the remarks which hai fallen 
from him, but for the wrong done 10 Gen. Jesup, 
under circumstances wiih which he (Mr. C.) hey 
familiar, and because he desired ihat justice mig d 
bo awarded to that meritorious and dis'irguisie 


ad said Mr. C. the geatleman cznsures the Ad- 
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anen eea 
ministration for the resul's of the Florida war. On 
what ground?) Had the Administration been re- 
miss in furnishing men, or the most ample means 
for prosecu ing the wat? D.d any person imagine, 
at its commencement, that the force under General 
Scott was insuflicient? He had, perhaps, as effec- 
live an army as any thathas since been in the | 
field. His requisitions were all met. He had re- | 
-gular troops and militia—infantry and ariuillery. 
He bad net only those under his own command, 
‘but the unexpected aid; brought into the field by 
“tie veteran, General Gaines, who kad hastened to ; 
the scere of conflict, without awaiting orders, the 
very moment he had heard of the war-cry of che | 
enemy; and, wha, it is believed by some, whore 
opinions are en‘itled to weight, would probably have 
terminated the contest at one blow if he had had 
three hnidred mounted men. Who but the com- | 
manding general directed and controlled the opera- 
lions of tie army? Not the Pre-ident—nor, Mr. 
C. presumed, the Secretary of War Then, if 
blame is to be attached toany, in regard to the first 
campaign, it should not fall on the Administration. 

The same, Mr. C. supposed, might be said of all 
tie campaigns which had followed it. The Admi- 
nistration had sent officers of established courage, 
known experience, and high reputaticn, iato the | 
field; and had furnished men, arms, munitions, and 
subsistence in the greatest abundance. What more 
could te cesired? Did such fac's warrant the im- 
patation of imbecility, impotence, or inefficiency, 
co far the as the Adminisiretion was concerned? | 
Mr. C. said he was willing to leave this question to | 
be answered by the good sense and justice of the || 
country. (| 

One thing, Mr. C. sail, was certain, that not- 
withs'and:ng the many hard fought battles—in not | 
cne of which, he believed, had there been a single 
instance of cowardice, either amongs' the regular 

‘troops, or volunteer militia—notwithstandiug the 
number of lives that had been sacrificed, and the 
millions that had been expended; and although we 
kad killed, cr captared and removed some three 
thousand Indians or more, the war was not yel 
over—ihe savage watwhoop still resounded in Flo- 
rila—-the unrelenting tomahawk and scalping 
-knife were still rioting in the blood of men, wo- 
men, and children, iadi-criminately; and whilst the 
numter of the enemy had been reduccd, there ap- 
eared to be no diminution of the ferocity and per- 
severing Ge-p-ration of h's atiacks. The plan of 
operations huherto pursued, Mr. C. said, had en- 
rely fai'et to bring the war to a close, nor cou'd 
he :e°, if it: hould be continued, that its purpeses | 
‘woud be accomplished in any definite period. 
Su h doutts, uncertain'y, aad discouragement, 
were nct only felt here, bat, he believed, amongst 
cur fellow-citizens every wherr; end even the offi- 
cers and soldiers of the regular army were dispi- 
rited ant desponding. 
Mr. C. said if the Senatcr from South Carolina 
would examine the repcri of the Secretary of War, — 
-which accempanied the Presiden'’s late annual 
cmess:ge, he wou'd find that even General Taylor, 
who was row, and had teen commanding in 
Fierida ever since the reurn of General Jesup, 
(and whom the ena or had lauded, no doubt very 
justly, foc bis chival-y and known ability) —yes, 
sir, even General Taylor d spairs of success, by j 
continuing hrs'i ities as we have heretofore done. 
Afie:a most me'ancholy account and gloomy de- | 
tail of his operations during the last year, Gi neral 
faylor ad !s the following remark: 

‘An shoul! the war be renewed, (which I most sincerely 
hope may never be the e rse,) the only way to bring it toa suc- 
cussiul issue, in my opinion, is to cover the whole country, 80 | 

„ās to prevent ihe enemy from hunting and fishing.’’ : 
“This, si said Mr.C. is the very laneusge ofdespair. | 
Fle deprevates its continuance, «nd sincerely hopes ` 
it may never b: renewed. Yet, sir, all this is right | 
‘as r grrds General Ta; lor, in the jadgment of the ; 
Senter from Souh Carolina, [Mr. Prsstov}] No , 
‘blame is to be ascr.bel t: the preseat ecmmanding 
General, bit it is tothe irediciency of :he me:sares - 
of +h Administration’ we ar: to ascribe all our 
fái ares. Now, sir, said Mr. C. whi'e I will not 
cast Ceasurs upon others, wih my limited means 
of informasion as to the mode of conducting the . 
Yate campagn, I beg leave to invite the attention | 
of the Senator from South Carolina, and others, | 
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to the facts as containe 1 in the official report of the 
Adjutant General, with the sanction o! the General 
“commanding-in-chief.” He said it would be 
found in the “Return of the Army employed in 
Florida against the Seminole Indians, under the 
command of Brevet Brigadier General Zachary 
Taylor,” there were the following number: 
Second regiment of Dragoons - 10 companies. 
Third regiment of Artillery - 9 as 
First, second, sixth, and seventh | 
regiments of Iafantry, ten 


companies each, making - 40 F 
Aggregate of regulars - - 59 s 
Be-ides Florida mounted militia 10 ss 


And makinga grand aggregateof 69  “ 

[Here Mr. Preston asked the Senator from 
Alabama to give the general result in numbers. ] 

Mr. C. said ke woud readily comply with the 
Senator’s request; and, turning to another column 
of the return, said 3,991, or, in round numbers, an 


| army of 4,000 men, consisting of dragoons, 
mounted volunteers, infantry, and artillery. Mr. 
C. here asked, was this an inefficient force to fight 


the Seminole Indians now in Florida? He said he 
could not pretend to estimate the number of the 
enemy with accuracy, but the Senator from South 
Carolina had represented the number of warriors 
at about three hundred. If this calculation be cor- 
rect, (said Mr. C.) the army might have been 


i divided into eight parts, and either would have 


been able to have fought successfully the entire 
furce of the Indians; for eech eighth part would 
have been as five hundred to three hundred. Now, 
it did not appear to Mr.C. that an army more 
than thirteen times as strong as the enemy to be 
encountered, could be regarded as a very inefficient 


force. 


But, Mr. C. said, General Taylor seemed to 
suppose, if the war should be renewed, the only 
way to bring it toa successful iscue, in his opinion, 
is to cover the whole country, so as to prevent the 
enemy from hunting and fishing. This seemed to 
justify an inference in 


of the theatre of war. 


amounting to 15000, 
square miles, 
man to every three square miles. 


ever. 


Bul, sir, said Mr. C. whatever may be the opi- 
nion of General Taylor on this subject, there can 
be no doutt of the approbation of the Secretary of 
War. It will be found, by reference to his report, 

that he gives it his express sanction. The fullow- 


ing is the passage to which I allude: 


“The passage of the bili introduced in the Senate during the 
last session, and partially acted upon in Congress, for the mili- 
tary occupation of Florida, would, it is believed, be attended 
and I further recommend that authority 
iven to the Executive to raise one thousand men, to serve 
who shall receive the pay of dra- 
These men 
it is proposed to arm and equip, and drill in a manner to render 
them equal to the Indian warrior in vigor and endurance, and to 
employ them in active operations during the ensuing winter, 
The exigencies of the service at this particular juncture, com- 
It will be seen that the state 
ofthe Western frontier requires the forces there to be increased 
rather than diminished, and the condition ofthe Canada fron- 
tier will not allow the withdrawal of the troops at present sia- 


with beneficial effects; 
be 
during the war in Florida, 
goons, and, upon its termination, a bounty in land. 


pel me toask this additional force. 


tioned there.” 


The S:cretary not only recommends the passage of 
the bill, but he, at the same time, states facts which 
are, of themselves, a powerful argument in its fa- 
“It will be seen that the state of 
the Western frontier requires the forces there to be 
increased rather than d minished; and the condition 
of the Canada frontier will not allow the with- 


vor. He says: 


faver of the plan proposed 
by the bill under consideration, which, though not 
proposing to cover the whole country literally, ap- 
proached that plan as nearly as practicable, as it 
contemplated establishing bodies of men in all parts 
To cover the whole coun- 
try by astanding army, Mr. C. supposed could 
not be intended, for if it were even as numerous aS 
‘that proposed bv ihe Senator frem South Carolina, 
the Territory being 45,000 
there would not be more than one 
Nor, from the 
experience we bad had, did Mr. C. think there 
would be much good done by marching an army 
of that number through the country. The Indians 
might then, and no doubt would, dispersed as they 
were, in small bodies, re‘ire as our troops ap- 
proached, conceal themselves in some neighboring 
bammock, and, tkus eluding them, be as secure as 
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drawal of the troops at present stationed there.” 
Yes, sir, andhe might have referred, also, to the 
state of the Nor.hsastern Loundary, where, in my 
opinion, we should also have a strong military 
force, prepared to act as exiger cies may require. 
But, sir, he has said enough to show that ali our 
regular army, nct already in Ficrida, has sefficiect 
employment elsewhere. Whence, then, is the 
Senator’s army of fifieen or twenty thousand men 
to be drawn, admitting we were willing to increase 
our expenses some th.rty or forty millious of dol- 
lars? Will the gent‘eman increase our regular ar- 
my to that amount, or will he raise them frem the 
m litia? Mr. C. presumed the Sena‘or intended 
from the'latter,and he had no doubt it could be done. 
For, said Mr. C. 1 know the massof our citizens, 
who constitute the militia, are ever ready to rally 
around the standard of their country whenever she 
needs their services, and are always brave and eti- 
cient when their operations are skilfully conducted 
by officers who are worthy of their confidence. 
But, sir, experience has demonstrated that they are 
the most expensive class of troops. Besides, such 
calls are extremely annoying and injurious to our 
citizens, breaking in upon their accustomed avoca- 
tions and pursuits. He said they had alrealy 
fallen heavily on Alabama. She had already fur- 
nished three reg ments for the Fiorida service; and 
whilst it was true that, stimulated by laudable 
pride and patriotism, they were all volunteers— 
not a man having been coerced into service by 
draft--yet it had resulted ruinously to many of 
them, whose claims for property lost in the public 
service were now lying in the Third Auditor’s of- 
fice, unadjusted and unpaid, after[the lapse of nearly 
two years. Such treatment was calculated to cocl 
the ardor of the most patriotic citizens, and render 
them less cheerful in obeying the cail of their coun- 
try in future emergencies. Mr. C. said the calls 
for citizen troops, to fight the Seminole Indians, hed 
not been confined to Alabama. Georgia, Tennes- 
see, and some of the other States had felt the bur- 
thens of this service. It would be unreasonable to 
expect them to furnish the immense additional 
force that seemed to be contemplated by seme gen- 
tlemen, and which, or even more, ‘would be neces- 
sary to meet the views of Gen. Taylor. 


Mr. C. thouzht the provisions of the bill were 
the best calculated to terminate this long protracted 
war. The other plans had teen tried with a'l the 
advantages of gallant trcops and skilful officers, 
and had failed. [Mr. C. then read and comment d 
on provisions of the bill.] At the conclusion of the 
war, and when the Seminol:s had been removed 
west of the Mississippi, and not till then, each set- 
tler would receive his three hundred and twenty 
acres. Well, suppose the whole numter proviced 
in this bill would go; but for himself, he did not be- 
lieve the whole number would—it was not neces- 
sary—a less number would answer—but suppose 
all should go, it would require about 3,200,000 
acres of land, which atthe ord’nary price of our 
public lands, would amount to $4,000,000. If 
economy be the object, this p'an is better than any 
other proposed. If it should accomplish the pur- 
pose in view, it will only cost us the land, and one 
year’s subsistence and clothing—if it hall fail, or 
the Indians are not removed, the land wilt not be 
given to the settlers; they can claim no other re- 
ward for their services under the provisions of the 
bill. 

Mr. C. said there were more than 26,000,000 
acres in that portion of Florida occupied by the 
Indians, of which we propose to give three and 
aquarier millions to these who have to conquer 
itall for us, before they will have a right to pos- 
sesion. Do gent'emen see any better mode of 
conquering and removing the Indians from Florida? 
All the large bodies are captured and Cispersed, 
aud there only remain small straggling parties or 
individuals, which it is impcssible to “ cach,” as 
proposed by the Senator from South Carolina, by 
merely marching an army through the country. 
Such a purpose is not to be attained by a transient 
force; it can only be accomplished by a stationary, 
or permanent bedy of men. The bill pr: poses 
that the seitlements shall be in stations, de signated 
by the commander of the United States troops in 
Florida, according toa general plan, to be approved 
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by the President; not less than forty, nor more than 
one hundred settlers to be at each station; that each 
station shall be protected by block-houses and 
stockades, to be put up by the settlers, with the aid 
of the United States troops; and that special mili- 
taty protection shall be given to each company of 
settlers, while putting up their block-houses, and a 
general protection afterwards, by military force 
kept in the coualry. In such dlock-houses the 
séttlers, and all others in theiraicinity, would find 
protection at all seasons, as the experience of the 
‘Western country bad proven. Indians do not use 
artillery, nor understand its use; and one hundred 


men could efficiently protect themselves within | 


these wcoden fortifications, against 1,000 Indians. 


It would be the interest of the settlers to get the lands | 


into their possession as soon as possibie, to watch 
the marauding Indian, and capture or destroy him 
whenever he put his head out of his hammock. 
Let it not be supposed that if this bill is passed, 
there will be any difficu'ty in finding men in suffi- 
cient numbers, of stout hearts and willing hands, 
who will be ready to close with its offers. The 
West and the South still contain men enough who 
are willing to undertake, and able to - accomplish, 
like deeds of noble daring as distinguished their 
ancestors in days gone by in their conflicts with 
thesavages. Yes, sir, many of the descendants of 
the hardy pioneers of the West would gladly em- 
brace this opportunity of aequiring a freehold. In 
py own State, when a regiment of volunteers was 
asked for of two battalions—for one of those batta- 
lions to consist of five companies, eleven compa- 
ties presented themselves at the place of rendez- 
Yous within ten days from the date of the order re- 
quiring them, though many of them travelled 
more.than an huncred miles; and for the other tat- 
falion, four or five companies more than could be 


accepted offered themselves. Although these troops ` 
returned not altogether pleased with the man- | 


ner in- which things were conducted, a single coun- 
ty had since furnished two full regiments, and 
were; still ready to volunteer, on terms much 
ess favorable than those offered by this bill. 
There. were a great many hardy and indus- 
trious men residing in the States of Georgia, Ala- 
bama and Tennessee, who were not possessed of 
freebolds, who would avail themselves of the 


terms of this bill to acquire them, and defend them- | 


selves by the stieagth of their own arms. He said 
three hundred and twenty acres of such ssil as 
that represented to be in this portion of Florida b 
the communication of the Surgeon General, whic 
was before us at the last session, would lay the foun- 
daticn for an ample competency for an industrious 
man and ħis family. A bounty so liberal, to be ob- 
tained, probably, by one ur two years? honorable mili- 
iary service, at intervals, (for it was not. intended 
that they should be continually in service through- 
gut the year,) would hold out strong inducements 
to.the bold and enterprising; and he would not. be 
surprised to see batialions or regiments going forth, 
almost in bodies, to secure its advantages. 

` Mr. Cl said he could not doubt that the plan 


proposed by the bill was practicable, and that it 
would be carried into effect. 


iy had been settled and reclaimed from the occu- 
pancy of hostile bands of Indians, and with less 
aid and protection from Government than was of- 
fered in this bill, as many who were now living 
could attest. He was unwilling to believe that we 
bad so far degenerated in courage, tact, or energy, 
that the present age was unequal to the achieve- 
ment of victory and conquest over, comparatively, 
ahandful of savages, cut off, as they were, from 
the assistance of any other people. 
But, said Mr. C. if the prospect of success were 
less encouraging, the plan is worth an experiment. 
If it should fail, it will cost a comparatively trifling 
expenditure. We have tried all the ordinary 
modes of warfare without subduing or expelling 
the enemy. We have had all our principal officers 
there, and all their efforts have resulted unsuc- 
cessfully. The officer who has commanded them 
daring the last campaign, and who has been so 
highly extolled for his gallantry and skill, is op- 
„posed to a renewal of the war on the system here- 
tofore pursued. Shall we submit, ingloriously, 
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i He said it wasin this ` 
manner that a large portion of the Western coun- | 
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to a mere remnant of a paltry tribe of Indians, and. 
suffer them to remain masters of a valuable por- 
tion of our territory, perpetrating their savage 
cruelties, and marauding upon our fellow-citizens 
with impunity, and without restraint? Or shall we 
incur the expense of the enormous addition to our 
military establishment which has been suggested 
by the gentleman from South Carolina? Or shall we 
adopt the measure now under consideration? Mr. 
C. said he could not hesitate in giving his decided 
preference to the latter; believing it would result 
in the conquest of the country, and the removal of 
the only tribe of warlike Indians now east of the 
Mississippi. 

Under similar circumstances, and with such 
views, the bill received his support at the last ses- 
sion of Congress, when it passed the Senate. He 
would again vote for it, and trusted it would now 
receive the support of a majority. of the Senate. — 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


RE ER OTD 


SPEECH OF MR. DUNCAN, 
- Or Ono, 

In the House of Representatives, Jan 
On the subject of the New Jerse 
members of the Twenty-si¥th 
Mr. DUNCAN said, he haji beegl ra'her a looker 

on than a participator in the fcengs that have been 

acting from the time since we hgve assembled; and 
but for some charges that h een made against 
the Administration he thoughyit his duty to support, 
and the party to which it wahis duty and his pride 
to belong, as well as some docirines that have been 
advanced, which he thought pernicious and danger- 
ous in all their bearings and tendencies, he 


y 9, 1840— 
election for 
gress: 


would not now attempt to detain the body in its 


struggle, either for party ascendency or the esta- 
blishment of the rights of the people of New Jer- 
sey; and before he progressed, to oppose the for- 
mer, or sustain the latter, he hoped he would not 
be considered out of order, if he responded to some 
of thecharges made and some of the positions ta- 
ken by the Opposition, not directly bearing on the 
question really before the House. 

The first charge that he would attempt to meet 
was that which every Opposition member, who had 
addressed the House, had made against the Demo- 
cratic party, viz. the consumption of the people’s 
time and the people’s money. Sir, we have failen 
far short of the peop'e’s expectations in the time 
which has been occupied in the organization of the 
House. But,sir,] think the Democracy of this House 
have but little to fear from the people in this strug- 
gle. They have been maintaining the principles they 
were sent to maintain. I mean the free institu- 
tions of our country, and the purity of the elective 
franchise. The rights and dear bought suffrage of 
the freemen of a sovereign State have been vio- 
Jated and trampled upon by a corrupt party Go- 
vernor and a corrupt party Council, and the soye- 
reign will of the the people sacrificed at the shrine 
of party ambition and love of power. It is their 
wrongs we are endeavoring to redress. We have 
nothing to fear from the people, though we remain 
in this struggle till doomsday. __No frowns or po- 
polar indignation await us. We expect to and 
will receive their smiles and approbation for our 
efforts on this occasion. Let those who attach 
more weight and character to the certificate and 
broad seal of a Governor, and the dictation of a 
Privy Council, than to the voice of. the freemen of 
a sovereign State, meet the consequences and re- 
sponsibility of this shameful and disgraceful waste 
of “public time and public money.” ` 

But, sir, how have the “public money and the public 
time” been wasted by speeches; and who is it that 
has thus wasted the “‘public money and the public 
time,” by speaking? My diary will show, which 
I was induced to keep in consequence of the charge 
of the waste of the “‘public money and the public 
time,” made upon the Democracy by the time and 
money saving modern Whigs! l 

On the first eleven days of the session there 
were: 
f s Whig speeches. 

21 


15 


Dem. Pa 


First day, > 


Second day, 


49 
H. of Reps. 

Third day, 13 6 
Fourth day, 9 1 
Fifth day, 15 12 
Sixth day, 31 18 
Seventh day, 10 1 
Eighth day, 31 14 
Ninth day, 19 19 
Tenth day, 18 12 
Eleventh day, 18 6 

200 94 


_ The journals will show that nvarly all the mo- 
tions made and the questions of order rai-ed to con- 
sume time, and stave off the organization of the 
House, were made and supported by the Whigs. 

This carries us up to the close of the c leventh 
day of the session, and the result shows that the 
money and time saving Whigs! of this House have 
made two hundred speeches, and the Democrats 
who have been charged hourly with wastiaz ihe 
“public money and the public time,” have made nine- 
ty-four speeches. I thoughi it my duty to make 
this expore to counteract the effects of a charge, as 
unfounded as the object for which these speeches 
have been made is corrupt, at least in their ten- 
dencies, if notin their intent. Why all this un- 
exampled strife on the part of the Opposition; and 
why this wreckless sacrifice of time which should 
have been devoted to the country’s business? The 
world will understand the answer. It isto smuggle 
in five Whigs to seats on this floor, who have 
about as much right here as the remains of the 
cabal who disordered the administration of Charles 

the Second. I mean John B. Aycrigg, John P. B. 
Maxwell, Wm. Halsted, Charles C. Stratton, and 
Thomas Jones Yorke men whom the sove- 
reign freemen of New Jersey have pro- 
nounced through the ballot box, in the proper 
legal and constitutional manner, politically un- 
worthy, and unqualified longer to hold seats on 
this floor. Sir, those who are supporting ihe 
usurpers, or the certificated members, had no ex- 
pectation that they could hold their seats longer 
than the time when a committee could report upon 
their pret@asions. The object was to smuggle tuem 
in, that they might have an opportunity to vote in 
the organization of the House, or, in the language 
of the gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. Cann, ] that 
they might cast their votes for Joan BELL. Yes, 
sir, this was the object. The right of suffrage is 
to be trampled upon, the purity of the elective 
franchise must be violated, and the voice of a sove- 
reign State treated with contempt, to the end that 
Joun BeLL might be Speaker of this House. Sir, 
such an attempt is not more idle than it is vaio. 
Joun Beit will never be Speaker of this House 
while his name is Jonn Bett, nor will these usurp- 
ers get seats in this hall again, until the voice of 
New J rsey shall pronounce them entitled to them. 
But mo-e of this hereafter. 

Mr. Chairman, I think I have seen a disposi- 
tion manifested here to carry, by violence, the 
unjust and assumed claims of the Whig New 

Jersey pretenders. When all other means should 
fail, violence seemed to be the intended resort. 
Questions of order have been raised, involving no- 
thing but quibbles, the most contemptible to the 
most ordinary understanding: When I was ad- 
dressing the House the other day, I was ar- 
rested (or the Clerk, while reading the evi- 
dence upon which I was predicating my re- 
marks, was) by the gentleman from New Jersey, 
[Mr. Ranpote#] The evidence which I was 
causing the Clerk to read, was the certificate of the 
Secretary of Siate of New Jersey, certifying that 
Messrs. Dickerson, Vroom, KILLE, RYALL, and 
Cooper, have a majority of all the votes polled, 
and were duly elected members of the Twenty- 
sixth Congress; also certificates of the election 
officers, and. affidavits of others having a know- 
ledge of the case. While the reading was gomg 
on, Mr. RanpoLrn objected to the reading of the 
papers, for the reason that these papers were never 
before the Governor and Privy Council. The ei 
tleman from New York, [Mr. ‘VaNDERPOEL,] Sal 
that he was authorized by Messrs. Dione _ : 
Vroom to say that they were before the È r 
and Council; The gentleman from pid peed ’ 
[Mr. Ranpotre,] said they were not. e gentle- 


= 
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niin from New York (Mr. Vanperport] rejoined 


that these pap:rs were copies. Does the gentle- 
man from New Jersey [Mr. Rannotpn] mean to 
deny thatthe original papers, of which these are 
copies, were never betore the Governur and Privy 
Council ct New Jersey?, The gentleman from 
New Jer e, (Mr. Ranpotpn] dropped his head and 
said, “No, sir.” Sir, such a quibble is too con- 
temptibe for this place. It is unworthy of the 
gentleman himself; it is unworthy of this House 
and ts body; it is alone worthy of the most piti- 
ful seventh-rate p:ttift gger. Sir, I trust I shall not 
again be interrupted by a question of order involv- 
ing sach a quibble. 

Ít is the strongest evidence of a bad cause, when 
it must be ma:nteined by low quibbling. 

But, sir, geatlemen will find blustering threats 
and boiste ous denun iations as ineffectual as 
quibbling. ‘They wiil find, when such means are 
res rted to to carry Measures over the Democracy 


here, that they are barking up the wrong tree, or, ! 


what may be worse, that they have not treed their 
game at all. 


here to quail or wince fora moment at all the 
bast and bluster that can be paraded in this dying 
struggle cf Federalism. It will all be regarded as 
* sounding brass and tinkling cymbals ” 

As the floods rush fiom the mountains of Ethi- 


opia, to the overfl ¿wing of the Nile, and to the en- |; 
|| kind of men who filled the streets and crowded the 
| legislative halis of Harrisburgh. They saw that 


r.ching of the valleys and plains of Egypt, so has 
been the torrent of public sentiment and approba- 
tion through the medium of the ballot box, in favor 
of the teading measures of this Administration, and 
the glorioas and hal!owed cause of Democracy and 
the people. Sr, with the Revolutionary blood and 


ate the Democracy to be awed or intimidated by 
the threats or frowns of a conquered and dying par- 
ty in their last spasmodic agonies? No, sir; its 
cffect is but to produce the sneer of contempt and 
derision. As it is common here for gentlemen 


Whigs to give their young friends (new Whig mem- | 


bers) advice, so Í will volunteer soni advice 
to my young friends; and that is, to treat with 
contempt and scorn, all the blasting, blowing, blus- 
tering, and bullying displays they may see here 
or elsewhere, though the fiercest Federal lions be 
inrned into this hall, ani though their “ shaggy 


tails be erect, and their jaws bedaubed with human. 


biood,” they really bave no terrors; the people 
have extrac‘ed their teeth; they can do nothing but 
shake their manes ard grow; approach them, lay 


your hand upon them, they are tame; they are | 


like Danie.’s høns; the hand of God rested on them; 
the hand of the freemen cf this coun‘ry rest upon 
the Federal lions and bullies of this day. When 
l first entered this hall, 1 entered with same trepi- 
dation—such is the Whig system of puffing by 
tse lean, 'ank dogs, in the character of penniless 
letter writers, who beset this Capitol by throngs, 
and whose hungry ye'p is never out of your hearing. 
I expected to see men gigantic in body ani intellect; 
such is thz effect puffing has upon the mind of 
objects at a distance; bat when I came to ming’e 
with them, I found few. of them whose bodily 
altitude exceeded that of my own and; when I sur- 
veyed them, } saw nothing in them, mentally or 
physically, to be feared; I found them just such 
creatures as surrounded me at home every day; I 
‘aw nothing here at which a well corn and pork 
f-d Western Beckeye would not doueehis woolhat, 
throw of his linsey hanting shirt, roli up his sleeves, 
ard “ walk right into.” 

We bave heard the tempest of party howl; we 
have felt the rain fall in torrents from the party 
e ements; we have been pelted by the hail; we have 
seen the lightning flash; and we have heard the 
thonder peal acd rot over our heads; but we have 
not been stricken down or riven by its boits; and all 


this, too, when fuul Federalism bad reared its crest |: 


to its greatest altitude—to the threatening of the 


overthrow of our simple Republican institotions. | 
‘What now have we to fear, when it sneaks to hide » 
jis guilty face, and is ashamed of its very name. | 
Tt writhes ander the feet of our free institutions as | 


the repule squirms under the heel of man. 
Gir, as if to prepare the Opposition for a contest 
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of violence, the New Jersey wsurpers have been 
advised not to jump out of the windows, as was 
the case at Harrisburg. The Democracy of this 
House have manifested no disposition to maintain 
their principles by bowie knives, or carry out their 
measures with brickbats. The admonition was 
| gratuitous and uncalled for. Nor was it the De- 
mocratic members of the Legislature of Pennsy!- 
vania who threatened violence to the corrupt 
usurpers who claimed seats in that hall. It was 
the honest, hard-handed Democracy, who rallied to 
the standard of their country when their legislative 
| halls were to be corrupted by usurpation and 
fraud. It was the kind of men who maintain and 
support your country in peace, and defend it in war. 
They were the kind of men, and governed by the 
same politica! priaciples,who were called plebeians 
in the republican days of Rome, who, when An- 
j thony offered Cæsar the crown, threw up their 


There is too much of the Revolu- : 
tionary blood flowing in the veins of the Demoeracy _ 


| sweaty caps and clapped their hard and chapped 
| hands, at his refusal to accept it. Anthony per- 
|| sisted, and offered it again. 

‘| threw up their caps, shouted in token of appro- 
bation, and clapped their chapped and bard hands; 
but the patricians groaned and hissed. Again An- 
thony offered him the crown; but again Cæsar 
passed it with his hand from his head. The 
,. patricians groaned and hissed; but the plebeians 
continued to throw up their sweaty caps and clap 
their hard and chapped hands. These were the 


| their hberties were in danger, and they rallied to 
| the defence of their institutions and the purity of 


| the elective franchise. Such men do not crowd the 
|| streets and avenues of Washington city and over- 
patriotiss Gf our ancestors, backed by the thun- |, 
dering voice of approbation by millions of freemen, | 


flow the legislative halls of this Capitol. No, sir; 
the usurpers in this case have nothing to fear from 
thespopulace here. Sir, with many honorable ex- 
ceptions, our streets aud avenues are crowded with 
blacklegs, political jugglers, hungry expectants, 
lounging, lean lazaroni loafers, bank vassals, and 
||" Federal minions, congregated from all parts of the 
Union. Dandies, coxcombs, and liveried drones, 
whose subsistence depends upon theft, begging 
| or fraud, or upon the “glories of the credit 
and banking system.” Hence it is that- you 
| hear from yonr galleries shouts of approbation 
| and joyous applause, when you gain any thing 
likea temporary Whig victory over the cause 
and principles of Democracy, however contempti- 
ble and pitiful that victory may be. Sir, I think 
I can give the userpers assurance that they are on 
ji the right side for safety here; but I could not insure 
them from decapitation if they were to present 
i: such claims in the Capitol of Harrisburg. Sir, as 
‘| usual, we have heard the success of the cause of 
‘| Democracy attributed to corruption, Executive in- 
‘ fluence, usurpation, base vassalage, party slander, 
‘| and servile submission. Yes, sir, the Administra- 
| tion and all its measures; the Harrisburg Con- 
| vention; the election of General Harrison, and 
l the success of the Federal party; and the contest 
| for party ascendency in the next Presidential elec- 
| tion, have all been drawn into the vortex of discus- 

sion, on the simple proposition of the New Jersey 
| election returns; and free drafts in that discussion 


1i 
ii made from the columns cf the most slanderous and 
t 


| degraded Federal sbeets of th's day of political 
i! strife and reckless turmoil, to abuse the Adminis- 
| tration and its measures,and the Democratic party. 
| I meet and face the whole in my weak way. 
_ Such charges are in bad time, and from a quar- 
| ter which should blush to name them. This Ad- 
ministration is emphatically an Administration of 
‘| the people—its leading measures float upon an 
il overflowing tide of public approbation—its ene- 
mies are the enemies to free institutions, equal 


| terms, is but a reiteration of the high toned Fede- 
| ral and aristocratic doctrine, which constitutes one 
ofthe fundamental principles of that party who 


ficient for the purposes of self-govenment. What 
Executive influence, usurpation, cr control, 1 ask, 
was made to bear upon the great body of the Ame- 
rican people, even if they were subjects of cor- 


ruption, so as to secure the support which the Ad- | 


ministration and its measures have received other 


Cæsar refused it; they | 


| thy blush! 


rights, and human liberty. To denouce it in such | 


| deny an intelligence and virtue to the people, suf- | 


than the correctness of the Administration, 
and the purity of the measures themselves? 
Has it been done through the influence of Fede- 
ral officers? No, sir; they may have done 
their part in the support of the Administration and 
its leading measures, as they were and are bound to 
do; those, I mean, who are from principle attached 
to it; but there is an antagonist principle sufficient 
to counteract all their influence. More than one 
half of all the Federal officers of this Government, 
from the heads of bureaus in the Department of 
State here, down to the most petty postmaster in 
the coun:ry, are hostile to this Administration, its 
measures, and the Democratic party and its princi- 
ples, who exert themselves, to the extent of their 
persona! and official influence, to prostrate the Ad- 
ministration and subvert the Democratic institu- 
tions. Is it the newspaper presses through the 
country favorable to the Administration and its 
measures, to the Democratic party and its princi» 
ples, that have produced it? No,sir. They may 
have done their part as they were znd are bound to 
do; and they, no doubt, have exerted themselves 
to the extent of their means. It is due to them to 
say, that they have done much, But there is an 
antagonist principle, which, to a great extent, 
neutralizes their efforts and their influence. There 
are more than three newspaper presses in this Go- 


‘ yvernment opposed to this Administration and its 


measures, and to the Democratic party and their 


` principles, to one that is favorable; and I might 


ask the man who charges slander and detraction to 
the Democratic newspapers, O! shame, where is 
Look at your Federal sheets, sir, 
from ycur base, bought up, corrupt vassal sheet, 
the Courier and Enquirer, down to the most 
contempuble rag that bears the cognomen of a 
‘Wh g newspaper sheet. What are they, sir, but a 
tissue of foul channels and corrupt ard filthy 
sewers, through which the vilest slanders and 
basest falsehoods are communicated to the public 
mind, not even the misnamed National Intelli- 
gencer!!! excepted. No, sir: the great princip'es 
of reform, which are on their march to the pros- 
tration of Federalism and the downfall of bank 
dominion and bank dictation, are the result of the 
examination, intelligence, and patriotism of the 
freemen of this country; they are the result of the 
“sober second thought of the people,” which is never 
wrong. Yes, sir; the cry of Executive corruption 
is yelped by a party, with many honorable excep- 
tions, I am proud for my country to say, who are 
sustained as a party by, and feed upon, the putrid 
carcass of corruption itself. I wish to be under- 
stood as speaking politically. Thecry of Executive 
influence is yelped by a party, whose prospects, pe- 
cuniary and po'itical, are lighted up and cheered 
by the smiles of the banks and the credit system, 
and cast down and overshadowed by thick dark 
clouds of dismay at the frowns or disappointments 
of eitner or both. The blush of shame, and the sa- 


+ cred cause of truth, should save the Democracy 


from such charges from such a party! Against 
whom, or what, is this interminable war 
dirested? Who is it intended shal! drink this inex- 
haustible cup of slander aud detraction, even to 
the dregs of bitterness, and bonds of iniquity? The 
men of the Administration, think you? No, no! It 
is not against men that all this unceasing and un- 
measured torrent of calumny, detraction, 
and falsehood, is directed. No, sir: it is not in- 
tended for the men who administer this Govern- 
ment, and those who support them. It is against 
the cause of Democracy, and the free institutions 
‘of our country. Men are used merely as instru- 
ments of illustration; men are the mere mediums 
through which the great principles of eqval rights 
and civil liberty are to be overthrown. No, sir: 
when the party tempest howls the loudest, and 
when the storm of faction rages highest, and bea's 
the hardest upon our plain, simple, Republican in- 
slitutions, the men who support them and their bit- 
terest assailants, are on terms of intimacy and 


| friendship. Yes, sir; and even those who are the 


most unmeasured in their abuse of the President 
and all his leading measures, are the men who are 
to be found most frequently at the table of his 
bounty, and who drink deepest from his wine 
goblet. And all this is right: these men have no per- 
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sonal hostility i0 Mr. Van Buren, lt would be worse 
than folly to tax the purse, the head, the heart, 
aud pollute the tongue with a warfare fraught 
with suck cost, such iniquity, and such foul 
slander, merely to prostrate the earthly ta- 
bernacle of trail men, who, by the immutable 
laws of nature, must ina few short years, perhaps 
months, perhaps days, return to their great mo her 
earth; become the food of worms, and minele with 
the dust. No, sir; if is not against men this war- 
fare is waged: I repeat, that the object is to over- 
throw the Republican institutions of eur country. 
When will this warfare cease? When the men 
who administer this Government, and those who 
act with, and support them, pay the debt of na- 
tare, think you? No, no. The termination of 
their existence will be no signai to cease hostilities. 


: 
i 


| Dan:el Webster, were put upon the track. But ` 


‘They never will cease until the Federal aristocratic. . 


prediction is fulfilled, “that man is incapable of ; 


self-government. That the people have not the in- 
ielligence and stability to govern themselves ” . This 
war will cease when the reins of Government 
shall be surrendered by the many to the hands of 
of the wise, the wealthy, and the great few—when 
“the common kerd?’ shall become the vassals of 


cease, and not before. 


Bat; sir, have the Opposition no other object in | 


pushing the fraudulent claims of the Whig pre- 


tenders, than the maintenance of the abstract — 


rights- of New : Jersey? Yes, sir, I have named 


ane, (the election of a Whig Speaker.) But that, © 


initseif, is bat a collateral object. 


` The great object is to prep and support a rotten, ` 


tottering, sinking cause. One last dying, desperate 
effort.is to be made to prevent the overthrow, down- 
fall, and final ruin of the once great and powerful 


Federal faction. This desperate effort to trample in | 
the dust the voice of New Jersey, is a practical. 


demonstration of what we may expect as to the 
mode. and manner by which the political warfare 
iş to be conducted in the appr @:hing contest for 
polical ascendency. Itis a concert of action with 
thé proceedings and result of the Federa! National 
Convention which has just closed i's operations at 
Harrisburg. Can any man doubt, for a moment, 


that the choice of a candidate for the Presidency, | 


made by that convention, is but the tocsin of war 


to..raly the contending factions, of all denomina- | 


tions, from the remotest parts of the Union, to the 
conflict against the common cause of Democracy 
apd human liberty. Virtue, patriotism, and good 


order, are all to be sacrificed at the shrine o! Fe- | 


dera| ambition in this-great contest. ‘The man has 
been. selected around whese standard Antima- 
soniy, Abolitionism, National Republicanism, Fede- 


ralism, and every other ism under the sun except’ 


Deméocraticism, may rally. Open fight, secret 
anicuscade, fair play and foul play, and every other 
thode of warfare known to the nations of the earth, 
civilized and savage, is to be adopted and used in this 
war. A!l missilesand weapons, common and uncom- 
wen, broadswords narrow swords, long swords, 
short swords, straight swords, and crooked swords, 
are to be used in fighting under this ring-streaked 
and'speckled banner.’ Falsehood, fraud, and cor- 
_ Tuption, will be in market for the highest bidder. 
Every venal Federal sheet will teem with foul 
slander, base detraction, and uablushing falsehood, 
and the tool of faction who can lie most, will re- 
ceive the highest price for his occupation. Yes, 
sir, the zeal and Christian patriotism which were 
exhibited on the plains of Palestine, in defence of 
the Holy Land, were nothing to.compare to the zeal 
which will be displayed in the conduct of this war 
upon the simple institutions of freedom. The un- 
uriag efforts of the monk Peter to rally the 
` Christian nations in defence of the holy cause, 
will snk into insignificance, when compared with 
the efforts wich will be used by the Federal dema- 
gogues to rally the mercenary factions to this war 
against the common cause of Democracy. Bat to 
use a common Datch maxim, it will be all nix 
cume rous,” or it will be applicable to a more classic 
marin; “‘montes partureunt, et ridiculus nascitur 
mus. - : 


"Yes, sir, a convention of the ‘contending face 


| 


i 
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tions of this Union, opposed to the cause ant prih- 
ciples of Democracy and equal rights, has been 
held at Harrisburg; and the tarmer of Tippecanoe 
has been nominated for the Presidency! And the 
result of that convention will be abcut as it was 
in 1836, when, for the purp: ses of sectional d:vi- 
sion, General Harrisen, Judge White, and 


they were all distanced: so it will bein 1810. Old 
Tccumsh and Kinderhook wiil distance Tippeca- 
noe and the man of the Old Dominion, the first heat. 
If 1 were capable of giving Gen'ral Harrison 
and his friends advice, it woald be to just put their 
entrance money in their pockets, and leave the 
field; and if they have forte:tures up, let them go: 
that will be the ravine game. 


‘But, «r, perhaps thes? predictions may be con- ` 


sidered impious, for I see in the reported proceede ; 


ing, that the Rev. Mr. Sprecker pronounced a bene- x 


diction upon tke convention. Now I am going toani- ` 


madvert a litle upon that benediction, and let no 


' man impugn my motives,or altach irreverence to me; ` 


_ for if I have one feeling of grateful recollection fur 


| whom now inhabit the nariow house, it is the re- 
a few .“‘exelusives”—-when the many shall become | 
“hewers of wood and drawers of water” to the | 
few—then, sir, will this war upon human liberty | 


collection of the religious and pious precepts and 
principles which they taught me in sincere piety 
from my youth to manhood ; and although shame- 


fully loose in their prac'ice, yet when I forget them, | 


or fail in filial gratitude to those who taught 
them, may God forget me. If there is one book 
on earth that I reverence, it is the sacred word 
` from which Lam about to recite a few passages 
from recollection. It there is any one of the great 
causes which onerate more than another to the per- 
petnity of our Government, the stability of our re- 
I:gious and civil insti:utions, the peace of man here 


and a ‘happy and glorious immortali'y hereafter, | 


;' I believe it to be the glorious cause of Christianity, 
The Rev. Mr. Sprecker may be a righieous man— 
I hope he is; and according to the weight and an- 
thority here given to “ prima facie evidence,” I am 
| bound to believe so, for he presents that evidence 
| in his title; and we are told in holy writ that “ the 
| prayers of the righteovs avail much?’ Butif I do not 
ı Much mistake the import or meaning of that bibli- 
j; cal maxim, itis of importance to the success of 
; even the prayers of the righteous man, ‘that the ob- 
ject of his prayer shou!d:be worthy of Divine àp- 
i probation. Holy writ farnishes us with many con- 


effec's of prayer, when made at the throne of 
Divine mercy; evidences which show not only the 
duty and importance of prayer, but atso the power, 
mercy, and goodness of Him at whose thfone every 
knee is bound to bend. f ' 


| 
f healed Abimelech, his wife; and his maid servants, 


soling evidences of the powerful and miraculðus | 


The Almighty heard the prayer of Abraham, and | 
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Again: the Snunamite’s sin feil siex and died. 
The afflicted and pious mother laid him in the pro- 
phet Evisha’s bed, in a little room which she had 
prepared for him; she went for the prophet. He 
sent his servant, who laid Elisha’s rod upon the face 
of the child, and he awoke not. But when the 
prophet shut the door, and prayed, and laid upon 
the child, he sneezed seven umes, opened his eyes, 
and he delivered the chi!) alive to bis mother. 

In the days of the prophet Baal, there was a 
drought for three years and six months. ‘The 
fountains were dried, and the rivers were drank 
up, and famine and desolation dwelt upen the 
land. Elijah went up to the top of Carmel, and 
prayed for rain. A little cloud instantly arose out 
of the sea, like a man’s hand, and soon the heaven 
was black with clouds, and there was a great rain. 

Job prayed for his friends, and such was the 
effect, that the Almighty turned his captivity, and 
blessed his latter end more than his beginning. 

When Hezekiah prayed in his sickness, and 
turned his face to the wall and wep!, the Al- 


. mighty heard his prayer, and added fifteen years to 
a Reverend father and a pious mother, both of | 


, of the barrenness with which he himself had cursed | 


; them, in consequence of- Sarah, Abraham’s wife. | 


The Jews under Moses complained. “The anger of | 
. the Almighty was kindled, and he sent consuming ` 
, fire into every part of their camp. Moses prayed | 
| for them, he was heard, and the hand of Di- K i 
| hearly out in its cause; and although I think 


; vine vengeance was stopped, and the fire 
| quenched. The Jews were visited with fiery 
| Serpents, on account of their sins. The serpents 


, to Moses and confessed their sins, and asked him to 
| pray for them that the Almighy would take away 
| the serpents. Moses prayed for them; his -prayer 
' was heard—and the Almighty directed him to pre- 
: pare a-serpent of brass, resembling in appearance 
| the fiery serpents, and to lift it upon a pole. He 
| did so; and if any man thereafter was bitten by 
` a serpent, he looked upon the provided remedy and 
lived. ¢ 


threw down the tables. The anger of the Almighty 
was kindled and burnt against Aaron and the peo- 
ple; Moses fell down and prayed for Aaron afd the 


people for forty days and forty nights; and such was | 


the effect of his prayers, that, instead of the Al- 
mighty blotting out their names from under hea- 
veh ‘as he threatened, he hearkened unto Moses and 
spared- them. 7 


bit many of thém, and they died. The people came. 


While Moses was in the mount receiving the 

' tables of the law, the people, with the assistance of | 
Aaron, prepared'a golden calf. When Moses re- | 
i tarned, he found them éngaged in idolatry; he {| 


his lite. 

Here, sir, we have evidence of the highest cha- 
racter of the omripotent effects of prayer. But it 
must be remembered that the prayers here pre- 
sented were not only the prayers of righteous per- 
sons, but the objects prayed for were worthy of 
and met Divine approbation. It is not only neces- 
sary that those who would be heard in prayer’and 
answered, should not regard iniquity in their 
hearts, but the subjects of their benediction should 


; bein favor with the Almighty, and their objects 


and pursuits in conformity with the canse of juz- 
tice, right, and his Divine will. Was such thecase 
with the Harrisburg convention? Sir, the men that 
they are endeavoring to place in office, and the prin- 


| ciples they are endeavoring to establish, are at war 


with the spirit of out C -nstitution, human liberty, 
the duration of our free institutions, and the prin- 
ciples which we have undoubted reason to believe 


| are in favor with Him who sways and controls the 


; destinies of nations, from the fact that he led the 


patriots of the Revolution to battle and to victory. 
He “withheld the battle from the strong and the race 


| from the swift.” The light of his wisdom and the 


strength of his power have since de‘ended our instt : 
tutions from the hand of violence from abroad and 
the corruption of factionists at home. Then, sir, I 
undertake to predict that the prayer of the Rev. 
Mr. Sprecker, however righteous he may be, will 
falf to the ground unanswered—the objects of the 
convention being unfavorable to the Divine will 
and His favored people. i 

Bat, s'r, there are some other difficulties that 
present themselves to the success of the assembled 


| factions and the election of the nominee of the 


Harrisburg Conventicn. Is it supposed that Mr. 
Clay will quietly submit to the indignity offered 
him and the neglect with which he has been treated? 
No, sir: disappointed ambition is not so easily 
calmed. He has been a distinguished leader of a 
great party for many years. He has worn a life 


he knew too much of the character ‘of 
the American Democracy to believe, for a 
moment, that he ever could be President 
of these United States, still it was his pride to 
live at the head of bis party, and it was his hope, 
it would be his glory, to die at the head of his party. 
Of this hope, the only reward for his long and toil- 
some services, his party have deprived him. Now 
that he is worn down, he is turned upon the com- 
mons to shift for himself, as the Romans used to 
turn their worn out slaves upon an island in the 
Tiber. Think you, sir, he will bear this treatment 
with impunity? No, sir: prudence may at first in- 
duce him to bear the neglect and ingratitude with 
apparent forbeatance. He may smother his wrath 
for a time, but, sir, he will rave like jhe disap- 
pointed political lunatic; he will grow! like the 
hungry hyena; he will bellow like the hunted buf- 
falo; he will roar like the lanced lion; he will do 
more; ke will disband his troops; his sentinels scat- 
tered over the Union, who haye watched with fide- 
lity on the towers, redy to do any thing at his bid- 
ding, will throw down their arms, and take their 
banners from the: “outer wall,” and will deny 
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obedience to their new commander. Murmurs, 
seditions and tumults will be heard throughout the 
camp among his troops. We have already heard 
some whimpering, and seen some evidence of dis- 
affection here. I held in my hand a paper which 
contains a Whig dialogue, that speaks the voice of 


thousands. l is short, and I will read it: 

“Good morning str.” 

“Gead marning to you, sir.” 

ae you heard from the Harrisburg Convention?” 
NO. 

“General Harrison is nominated.” 

e You don’t say so!” 

“Yes Ido!” 

“Oh tl? 
Another: 

“Good morning, sir.” 

“Gaod morning, sr.” 

“Well, the Marrisbarg Convention have shot their granny.” 

“No, they hav’at—I wish they had.” 


Yes, sir, di-appoirtment, confusion, and dis- 
may, brood in the hearts, dwe!l upon the tongues, 
and perh wpon the countenancss of the Clay 
rauks, at empt to conceal it as they may. 

But to the New Jersey election. But before I go 
iato that ivestigation, permit me to say a werd in 
relation to party and party feelings, and their 
effects. No Government, since the civil crga- 
nization of society, or the establishment of political 
institutions, has ever been without parties. There 
never has been a Government without parties; and 
the great principles constituting the basis of party, 
are the free exerc:se of all natural privileges and 
powers, on the part of the individual community, 
not incompatible with the general good, anda 
general participation in making, adjudicating, and 
executing the laws, either personally or represen- 
tatively, on the one hand, and a usurpation of 
p wer, ia the hands of the few to the exclusion of the 
many, on the cther hand. There may be factions 
or sub division of pattie; but when the great prin- 
ciples come to be acted upon, the yank and file of 
every faction and subdivision, with their leaders at 
their head, banner in hand, will be seen to rush to 
the standard of their first principles, regardless of 
teir pecaliar notions about minor matters, as you 
will see the factions of all names and hues sally to 
the standard of Federalism in the coming contest; 
and although each faction may pretend to march 
after its own banner and wear its own uniform, yet 
each individual of each faction will be known by 
one badge, which he will wear in his heart, if not 
on his hat—I mean the black cockade. 

Sir, I say every Government has two parties, 
and every honest man in the communi'y belongs 
to one or the other. Show me a man that belongs 
to no pariy, and I will show you aman without 
principle. Show me a man who has no party 
feelings and predilections, and I will show you a 
fool ora knave—a man who needs a keeper, or 
one who will seal your horse. The proper place 
for such a man is the poor-honse or the peniten- 
tiary. Avoid such a man; if you meet him, he 
will either beg your purse, or rob you of it. 
Party isthe salt of the nation. It establishes a 
watchfulness and wholesome guardianship over the 
in: titations of cur country; it checks and restsains 
the reckless ambition of those in effice, and ne- 
ver fails to expose the nonfeasance ,misfeasance, or 
malfeasance of those in power. Batit is possible 
for party feelings and paity practices to run too 
high, and thereby produce the very evils which they 
are so wefl calculated to suppress. When party 
feelicgs run so high as to submerge political mo- 
tality, the worst of evils are to be apprehended. 
Party feelings and party ambition may become so 
reckless, 2s to overflow the best prospects of our 
country, prostrate the free institutions which. con- 
s itute the tasis of civil and religious liberty, and 
cubvert the Government itself in their desolating 
sweep; and, I must confes:, that 1 have some 
fear‘ul apprehensions that we new border on 
such a sate of things. Let us examine the 
New Jersey el-ctions whch involve the pre- 
sent contest. The examination of the question 
will show whether my fears are well founded, or 
‘whether they spring from a timid heart or a dis- 
tempered head. 

Oa the first Monday of last month, which was 
‘its second day, we, the suppesed members of the 
Twenty-Sixth Congress, assembled in this hall,and 
at the usual hour (12 o'clock) the Clerk of the 
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House of Representatives for the previous Con- 
gress, in conformity with his official duty as esta- 
blished by custom existing from the foundation of 
our Government, and under the solemnity of the 
oath he had taken at the threshold cf his duties, 
commenced making out and ealling the roll of 
members who, he had been informed and believed, 
were elected to the Twenty-Sixth Congress. As has 
been the custom, he commenced, geographically, 
the call of members from the State of Maine, and 
proceeded through New Hampshire, Conneciicat, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New 
York, and to the name ot Jcsera F. RANDOLPH, & 
Representative from the State of New Jersey. 
Here the Clerk was arrested with the cry of “Pass 
over New Jersey!” He stated that the election of 
five of the New Jersey members having certificates 
of election, and claiming seats thereby, were con- 
tested, and there were conflicting evidences in his 
possession, and submitted to the House whether he 
should pass the State of New Jersey until the mem- 
bers from the other States should be called. Here 
the game was blocked. Here the proceedings to 
organization were arrested ; here the controversy 
commenced, all on that simple and respe cifal 
statement and submissiva of the Clerk. Those 
opposed to the Demcciatic party ani the Ad- 
ministration insisted taat the names of the 
certificate members from Mew Jersey should now 
be called. The friends of the Administration were 
in favor of the Clerk’s suggestion, to the end that 
the conflicting claims might be examined, and jus- 
tice be done. The result has been many days of 
moderate, warm, angry, violent, and tempestuous 
debate, at an immense erpense to the American 
people, when there was really no question involved 
except as tothe propriety of postponing the call of 
New Jersey until the other States should be called, 
to the end that justice might te done. I. might 
here ask what can be the motive which has super- 
induced this unexampled array of hostility to so 
respectful and rational a proposition made by the 
Clerk. I have before hinted at a rea‘on; o:hers 
will be developed as the history of this contest is 
unfolded.. But a word in defence of the course of 
the Clerk in this controversy, and the reasons 
which governed him. I have said that it was a part 
of the cfficial duty of the Clerk to make out a roll, 
and call the names of the members of the Twenty- 
sixth Congress. This he was to perform under the 
solemnity of an oath, for the faithful performance 
of which he is answerable at the bar or his coun- 
try, and at the throne of eternal justice and Divine 
accountability. What was his duty under this 
solemn responsibility? Was it any part of his 
duty to enrol and call the names of men whe 
were not members of the Twenty-sixth Congress! 
He stated at the outcet, and he continues to state, 
that there are conflicting evidences in bis possession 
as to the members from New Jersey, and that he 
does not feel warranted in taking the responsibility 
on himself of calling and enrvlling the names of 
men—wh'ch call may entitle them to seats in this 
hall—whom he has good reason to believe have 
not been retoraed by the people. Sir, his course 
has been in conformity-with the duties of his s'a- 
tion, his obligation to his conscience, his God, and 
his country; and any other course would have 
been a violation of his oath, and his religious, mo- 
ral and political duty. His course has been just, 
maoly and dignified, and will meet the approbation 
and support of every man in the community un- 
tainted and uncorrupted by party poison. But 
what has been his reward here? Day afier 
day contumely, abuse and derision have been 
poured upon him in an unceasing torrent. No 
names have been too degrading to use upon him; 
no motives too corrupt to attribute to him. He 
has been charged with being the catspaw of a party, 
and driven to the stand he has taken as the reward 
he is to receive in the renewal of his station. Sir, 
I have never conversed with the Clerk upon the 
subject, but I take the responsibility apon myself 
to deny, in unqualified terms, that he has ever been 
flattered, driven, bribed, or hired to the course he 
has taken. I throw back the charge upon these 
who makeit. Ican maintain what Í say. Now, 
sir, I present the copy of the certificate of the Se- 
cretary of State for the State of New Jersey. 
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Here itis ask that it may be read from the 
Clerk’s table, together with all documents on his 
table going to show that Messrs. DICKERSON, 
Vroom, Kite, RYALL, COOPER, and RANDOLPH, 
were the six candidates who received the greatest 
number of votes for the Twenty-sixth Congress of 
the United States in the State of New Jersey, and 
are, and of right ought to be, the members re- 
turred—all of which I intend to incorporate with, 
and make a part of, my speech. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


STATE or New JERSEY, 83. 

1, James D. Westcott, Secretary of State of the State of New 
Jersey, do hereby certify, that upon a careful examination of 
ali the returns made by the several clerks of the respecti 
counties in said State, and filed in my office, and also of re- 
turns of votes given in the townships of South Amboy, in the 
county of Middlesex, and of Millville, in the county of Cumber- 
land, verified by the affidavits of the several township officers 
of election in said townships respectively, which township re- 
turns were not included in the returnsof the clerks ofsaid coun- 
ties of Middlesex and Cumberland, and which were directed to 
be filed by the Governor, and now remain on file in my office,of 
the election for members to represent this State in the House of 
Representatives of the Twenty-sixth Congress of the United 
States, held on the ninth and tenth days of October, anno Domi- 
ni one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, it appears that 
Philemon Dickerson received 28.453 votes, Manning Force 
28,314 votes, Peter D. Vroom 28,492 votes, Daniel B. Ryall 
28,441 votes, William R. Cooper 28,455 votes, Joseph Kille 
28,426 votes, John B. Aycrigg 26,294 voter, John P. B. Max- 
well 28.383 votes, William Halsted 28,237 votes, Joseph F. Ran- 
do! ph 28,427 votes, Charles C. Stratton 26,396 votes, and Thomas 
Jones Yorke 28,321 votes, and by which it appears that, at said 
election, Philemon Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, Daniel B. Ry- 
all, William R. Cooper, Joseph Kille, and Joseph F. Randolph 
received a majority of the whole number of the votes given in 
the Btate of New Jersey for Representativesof said State in the 
House of Representatives of the Twenty-sixth Congress of the 
United States. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affix- 
ed my seal of office at the city of Trenton, in said State, 
this twenty-fifth day of October, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, (1839,) and 
of the Independence of the United States the sixt -fourth. 

JAMES D. WESTCOTT. 


This, sir, (said Mr. D.) is the certificate of the 
Secretary of State, an office as old as the State it- 
self. Created by its Constitution, its responsibility 
is of the highest character; its duties of the most 
sacred nature, and its importance not inferior to 
that of the Governor. This officer is elected by 
the Legislature, as the Governor is, and responsi- 
ble both to the Legislature and to the people. His 
duty involves the care of the archives o the State 
—the care of the files andthe records. Here is an 
official document given from under his hand, with 
his scal of office affixed, and under the resonsibili- 
ty and solemnity cf an oath which he took at the 
entrance upon his official duties. Here, sir, you 
have prima facie evidence of the fact that the certifi- 
cate members are nof entitled to seats in this hall. 

Before I proceed, give me your attention for a 
few moments while I give a short history of the 
manner in which Congressional elections (for I have 
nothing to do with any other in this case) are con- 
ducted in New Jersey, for the benefit of those who 
may readme. By the laws of New Jersey, the 
election for members of Congress and the State 
Legislature is held at the same time, except when 
electors of President and Vice President are 
chosen. The time is the second Tuesday of Octc- 
ber, and the day following. One poll is held in 
each township. The election is by ballot; and the 
votes for ail the candidates are put in the ballot 
box in the several townships. The assessor and 
the collector of the township, with a judge of 
election chosen for the purpose at the annual 
township meeting, preside over and act as judges 
and inspectors of the election, and the township 
clerk officiates as the c'erk of the election. The 
time of opeaing and closing the poles is the same 
in all the townships, and is established by law. 
The candidates for Congress are nominated in the 
several counties on the first Monday of September. 
The county clerks transmit the names of the per- 
sons nominated to the Governor of the State. The 
Governor prepares and transmits a true list of all 
the persons nominated, to the clerk of each county 
in the State. It is the duty of the county clerk of 
each county to transmit a copy to each township 
clerk in each county. It is the duty of each town- 
ship clerk to put up copies for the information of 
all, and the election is made from the persons thus 
nominated. 


This is the history, now for the law. The law 
provides that after the polls are closed it shall be 
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the duty of the judge and inspectors, and the clerk 
of the election, to proceed immediately 


“To take an account of, and cast up, the votes given for each 
candidate, make a list of the same, which list they shail sign, 
certify, seal up, direct, and transiait to the clerk of the county, 
who shalla at at the eurt house of the county onthe Sa. 
turday next after the day of the election, for the purpose of 
receiving the same, which list shall be delivered to him before 
five o'clock in the afternoon of said day, which said clerk shall 
Proceed in a public manner to make one general list ef all the 
Candidates voted for as aforesaid, together with the number of 
votes received for each of them, and shall transmit the same at 
the expense of the State, to the Governor, or person adminis- 
tering the Government, within seven days thcreafier, having 
first caused a duplicate thereof to be tiled in his office, together 
with the lista from the said township.” 

: The law further provides and makes it the duty 


of the Governor, that, i 


. And it is further made the duty of the Governor, 


“Within five days after receiving the said lists, to lay the 
same before a Privy Council, to be by him summoned for that 
purpose; and after casting up the whole number of votes from 
the several counties for each candidate, the said Governor and 
Privy Council shali determine the six persons who have the 
sree number of votes from the whole State, for Representa- 

vee in Congress of the United States fiom this State, and 
forthwith commission them,” &c. 


- This, sir, is “the lew and the prophets,” and substan- 
tially ail the law that bearson the case. And now 
for the fac's: By the laws of New Jersey, her 
members of Congress are elected the year preced- 
ing the Congress in which they take their seats. 
The secoad Tuesday, and the day following, of Oc- 
tober, 1838, were the days on which the election was 
held for the members of this Congress. Two 
seis of candidates were n«minated, as pro- 
vided by law. Messrs. Dickerson, Wrom, 
Rrrr, Cooper, Kittie, and Force, were the De- 
mocratic candidates; Messrs. Aycaica, MAXWELL, 
Hatsttp, Yorur, Stratton, and RANDOLPH, were 
the Federal candidates, six Representatives being 
the number to which New Jersey is entitled. The 
polis: were open at the legal hour in the different 
townships. The elections were conducted ia a fair 
and proper manner; legal votes were received, and 
spurious ones were rejected. The poils were closed 
at the proper hour. The voice of the sovereign 
freemen of New Jersey was expressed, and that 
expression deposited in the ballot boxes. All 
that remained to be done was the public promal- 
gation of that voice through the mediums provided 
by law. Those provisions were carried into prac- 
tice, in conformity with the spirig and meaning cf 
the law, and according to its letter, except in the 
‘cases which I shall name hereafter. The township 
election officers made their returns to their respec- 
tive county clerks. The several county clerks 
made their returns to the Gevernor; and the returns 
made and now on file of office, in the office of the 
Secretary of State, and in his possession, show that 
the Democratic candidates had as follows: 


© Philemon Dickerson has + 28,453 votes. 
“Peter D. Vroom - .- 28,492 * 
‘Daniel B. Ryall - - ` 844l @ 
William R. Cooper - - 28,456 “ 
Joseph Kille - - - 28,427 «“ 
23,314 “ 


i Kanning Force - - 
Federal candidates had as follows: 


. Joha B. Aycrigg - - 28,294 votes. 
Jno. P. B. Maxwell - - 28,383 “ 
Wm. Halsted - - 28,366 “ 
Clarles C. Stratton - - -28,396 “ 
Thomas Jones Yorke - 28,321 6 
Joseph F. Randolph - - 28,427 “ 


_ Consequently, by the practical operation of the 
Simple rale of subtraction, it is reduced to a ma- 
tical certainty that 


Mr. Die , rapi ° s 
159 we 3 majority over Mr. Aycrigg is 


vont: Vroom’s majority over Mr. Maxwell is 109 
coe Ryall’s majority over Mr. Halsted is 105 
ts Cooper's Majority over Mr. Sitration is 60 


Ryall’s Majority over Mr. Yorke is 106 
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Mr. Randolph's majority over Mr. Force is 113 
votes. 

Mr. Randolph, one of the Federal candidates, 
ran over his party strength, and Mr. Force ran be- 
hind his party suength. Consequently, the tables 
which I exhibit show Mr. Randolph to have a 
small majority over Mr. Force. The statement 
which | have now exhibited, is true as holy writ; 
and I will prove it as c’ear as the unclouded 
sua at noonday, to every man in this Union, who is 
not as blind with party poison as a _copper-head in 
dog-days. As a part of that proof, I have exhibited 
the certificate of the Secretary of State, with h's 
official signature, and his seal of office annexed; 
and I have shown the importance of that office, 
and the respons'‘bili'y of that officer. I now pro- 
ceed toexhibit further evidence, to show the cor- 
rectness of the conclusions to which I have arrived, 
and to establish thé trath of the asseriions I have 
made; evidence which is indisputab’e, and that 
which no man will deny, whe regards his reputa- 
tion for consistency, truth, and sincerity. I pro- 
ceed to show, as we'l the fact that Messrs. Aycrieg, 
Maxwell, Halsted, Yorke, and Stratton, -are not 
elected to this Congress, or that Messrs. Dickerson, 
Vroom, Ryall, Cooper, and Kille, are, and the 
evidence which -shows the latter to be elected, 
shows the fotmer not to be. I now exhibit the re- 
turn of the clerk of the county of Middlesex, as 
made at first, in which the township of South Am- 
boy is omitted: 


The following is an acccrate copy procured feom the pro- 
per authority: 
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In witness whereof, I have -hereunto set my hand this thip- 
teenth day of October, A. D. 1838. N. BOORAEM, 
Clerk of the county of Middlesex. 


Here, sir, is the return of the county clerk of 


Middlesex, upon which the Governor and his Coun- - 


cil acted, and by which it is seen that the entire 
vote of South Amboy is left out, and the Governor 
and Council knew the fact, because the return 
shows it on its face. I now exhibit the return of the 
election officers of the township of South Amboy. 
Here it is: 

We, the judges and inspectors of the election of the township 
of South Amboy, in the county of Middlesex, do hereby certify 
that, having proceeded to receive the votes of the voters of the 
said township, the following ia a true list of all the candidates 


voted for, of the offices proposed for them, and of the number of 
votes for each: ; 


For members of the Twenty sixth Congress of the United 
ales, x 


Philemon Dickerson had  - . . - 296 votes. 
Manning Force ` . . n - 29 “ 
Peter D. Vroom - . . . - 296 “ 
Daniel B. Ryall . - - . . - 296 “ 
Wiliam R. Cooper. - . ` . . 295 “ 
Paty Kille: - - . . - iy A 
ohn B. Aycrigg - ° . $ - 

John P. B. Maxwell - . . . - 4 “ 
. William Halsted - g . . - 45 “ 
Joseph F. Randolph - . ‘ ‘ - 4 « 
Charles C. Stratton - - - . =- 44 * 


Thomas J. Yorke n 44 
The whole number of Yotea taken, thres hundred and forty. 
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In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and 
affixed our seais, the tenth day of October, A. D. 1839. 
NATHANIEL HILLYER, [1. 8.] 
JAMES M. WARN, It. 5.} 
STEPHEN BEULEAD, [1. 8] 


Judges of Election and Inzpectora. 
State of New JERSEY, j i p 


_ MIDDLESEX COUNTY, 8s. ' 
T, Nicho‘as Booraem, Clerk of the couoty of Middlesex afore- 
said, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a trne copy from 
an original paper, on file in my office, and that the said original 
paper has the following endorsement, to wit: “South Amboy 
return ef votes, October, 1833 not pursuant to law, received 
October 12, 1838. N. BOORAEM, Clerk. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and gaffixed 
[u, s.] the seal ofsaid county, at New Brunswick, this fifteenth 
É day of April, A. D. 1839. 
: N. BOORAEM, Clerk. 
It will be seen by the above table that tLe vote 


of South Amboy materially changes the result of 
the county return as acted on by the Governor and 
Council. It reduces the average majority of the 
Federal candidates, which is 425, to the average 
majority of 173 vutes, 

The next link in my chain cf evidence, is the 
aggregate returos of the clerk of Cumte. land, with 
the exception of the votes of the townsh:p of Mill- 
ville. l say the aggregate return, for 1 have no 
other. The clerk of the county failed in his cu'y to 
make the general return in the usual way; that is 
to speecify the vote of each township in the cc unty 
retarn, evidently to practise a fraud, if necessary 
to secure success to the Federal ticket. 

The ageregate vote, with the exception of the 
township of Millville, is = - 2104 votes. 
Of which Messrs. Aycrigg, Maxwell, 

Halsted, York, and Stration received 1090 “ 
And Messrs. Dickerson, Vroom, Ryall, E 
Cooper, and Kille, received - 1019 “ 

It will be seen by this mutilated return that the 
Federal candidates have an average majority of 
sixty-six in the county of Cumberland, and this is 
the return upon which the Governor and Council 
acted. But whatis the fact? Here I exhib ano- 
ther link of evidence, which will show. Here is the 
certificate of the election officers of the township of 
Millville, in the county of Cumberlend. It is as 
follows: : 3 


We, the judge and inspectors of election in the township of 
Millville, in. the county ef Cumberland, do hereby certizy, that 
having proceeded to receive the votes of the voters of the eaid 
township, the following is a list of all the candidates voted for, 


of the offices préposed for them, and the number of votes for 
each: - > 
= Fur Congress. 

Joseph Kille, Salem : - . * 206 votos, 
William R. Cooper, Gloucester - . - 26 “ 
Daniel B Ryall, Monmouth . . - 26 “ 
Peter D. Vroom, Somerset - - . - 206 “ 
Manning Force, Moris - - a - 205 “ 
Philemon Dickerson, Passaic . . - W6 “ 
Thomas Jones Yorke, Salem - - to & 
Charles C. Stratton, Gloucester . - 100 & 
Joseph F. Randolph, Monmouth - - ..10 “ 
William Halsted, Mercer - - - - 10 “ 
John P.B. Maxwel!, Warren . - - 100 “ 
John B, Aycrigs, Bergen - - - 100 “ 


*Whote number of votes, 306. 
In witness whereof, we have hereuntoset our hands and seals 
this tenth day of October, A. D. one thousand eight hundred 


and thirty-eight. 
PRESTON STRATTON, Judge. [1. 3.] 
WM. CHARLESWORTH, Inep. [L. s.] 
~- ISAAC BUZBY, inep. (n. 8.) 
Lewis Meprorp, Jr. Clerk. s ee 

*The words, “whole number of votes three huadred and six,” 
Were interlined before signing. Er Nad 

We, the subscribers, residents and freeholders in the town- 
ship of Millville, do hereby certify that William Charlesworth 
was duly and legally elected one of the Inspectors of an. election 
for members of Congress, members of Council, Assembly, 
Sheriff, and Coroners, held in the township of Millville, in tha 
county of Cumberiand, on the ninth and tenth day of October, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, in the room and place of 
Nathaniel Foster, who, being a candidate, could not serve. 

` wi STRATTON, [t. s.) 
JAMES M. BROOKFIELD, [L. 8.) 
: JOHN OTTERSON, |L. 8.) 
STATE or NEW JERSEY, 
CUMBERLAND COUNTY, S8. 

I, Josiah Fithian, Clerk.of the Court of Common Pleas in 
and fur said county, do certify that the feregoing are true copies 
of the original certificates received by me at my house, by the 
hands of William Stratton, on Saturday, the 13th day of Octo- 
ber, A. D. 1838, between the hours of ten and eleven o'clock in 
the afternoon of said day. 

Tu testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name, 
and affixed my seal of office, this eighteenth-day of October, 

, anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and thirty 
[L 2.) eight. JOSIAH FITHIAN, Cik. 
i hi that Messrs. Dickerson, 
__ It is seen by this retarn thai teo hone 
Vroom, Cooper, Kille, and Ryall have DAVAR 
dred and six votes; and peat A pte peed 
tratton, s 
well, Halsted, Yorke, and aa a riaien having 
dred votes. Dickerson an assoc ; 


i joii ben the vote 
one hundred and six ef a majonty W 
of Millville is added to the general return of Cums 


berland county, 


PC ae 


- 
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The mater stands thas: By the whole returns ot 
the State, excep: the townships of Suh Amboy 
in the county of Middlesex, and Millville, in the 
county of Cumberland, is, (average vote) for 


Messrs. Aycrigg, Maxwell : 2 
Stratton Be: 3 Halsted, York, and 


- - - 28,150 
For Messrs. Dickerson, Vroom, Cooper, 

K:lle, and Ryall - - - 27,951 
‘Which gives Messss. Aycrigg and Co. a 

major:y of =~ - - - 199 


But when we read the votes of the township of 
Millville and South Amboy, the tables are turned. 
There they are—look at them. 


The following table exhibils the result of the election, 
had the voles of the townships of Millville and South 


Amboy been counted. 
Gen. list. Millville votes. 8. Amboy, do. Total. 


Dickerson, 27951 206 296 28453 
Force, 27813 U5 296 29314 
Vroom, 27990 236 296 28492 
Ryall, 27939 206 296 28441 
Cooper, 27954 206 296 28456 
Kille, 27925 206 296 28427 
Aycrigg, 28150 100 44 28294 
Maxwell, 28239 100 44 28294 
Halsted, 28192 100 44 28383 
Randolph, 28283 100 44 28427 
Stratton, 28252 100 44 28396 
Yorke, 28177 100 44 28321 


By this table it is seen that Mr. Dickerson’s 


whole voteis - - - 238,453 
Mr. Aycrigg’s -~ - - 28,294 
Mr. Dickerson’s majority 159 

Mr. Vroom’s whole vote - - 28,492 
Mr. Maxwells *“ “ - £8,383 
Mr. Vroom’s majority 109 

Mr. Ryall’s whole vote - - = 28,441 
Mr. Halsted’s “ “ - - 28,336 
Mr. Ryall’s majority 105 
Mr. Cooper’s whele vote ` - 28,456 
Mr. Stratton’s “ wo. - 28,396 
Mr. Cooper’s. majority geo 

Mr. Kile’s who'e voe - - 23,427 
Mr. Yerze's “ FS - 28 321 
Mr. Kille’s majority 106 


This expose brings us to the indisputable and 
incontrovertible fact that I asserted when I com- 
menced this investigation, as set forth in the table 
which I before exhibited, viz: 

at Mr. Dickerson’s majority over Mr, Ay- 
crigg is 150 votes. 

Mr. Vroom’s majority over Mr. 
votes. 

Mr. Ryall’s majority over 
votes. 


Mr. Coeper’s majority over Mr. Stratton is 60 | 


votes. 

Mr. Kille’s majority over Mr. 
votes.” 

I have shown that an élection was held in the 


State of Xew Jersey for the election of Represen- . 
tatives to the Twenty-sixth Congress; that it was ` 


held at the proper time is not denied; that it was 
held in the proper manner, as prescribed by the 
Constitution and the laws of New Jersey, is not de- 
nied; that the officers of election for the several 
townships were legally and properly. qualified to 
Cfliciate as such is not denied; that the polls were 
opened and closed at the legal kour is not denied; 


that the election, so far as the reception and reccrd : 


of votes by the election officers of the several town- 
ships, was fairly conducted, is not denied; that vo- 


ters who voted were qualified and entitled to the | 


*No notice is taken in this estimate of the votes i 


of Mr Force, the Democratic candidate, pr Mr. 
Randolph, the Federal candidate, Itis given up 
that Mr. R. was elected by a small majority over 
Force. 


Maxwell is 109 - 
Mr. Halsted is 105 


Yorke ‘is 106 


` will go cn to expose the reasons, and I undertake 
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elec ive franch:e is not denied, (except tor the 
mere purposes of quibbie,) and that the returns by 
the township clerks to the county clerks, and from 
the county clerks to the Governor, has bien made 
in conformity with the meaning and spirit of the 
Constitution and laws of New Jersey. And by 
these returns I have shown that Messrs. Dicker- | 
son, Vroom, Cooper, Kille and Rya'] have a ma- | 
jority of all- the votes given at the election. And 
why are they not now occupying their seats, and 
taking a part in the discharge of their duty as Re- 
presentatives from the State of New Jersey? Sir, I 


to say that the development will unfold more fraud, | 
fou! iniquity, and varefaced villany than has been 
practised, or attempted to be practised, ia any place | 
or at any time since the formation of this Govera | 
ment, to prostrate the right of suffrage, and violate 
the purity of the elective frauchise; and this in 
open violation of law, which the actors had taken 
a solemn oath to sustain, and which it was- their 
official, political, and patriotic duty to have sus 
tained, without regard to that oath? I proceed to 
disclose: It is said that the returns from the town- 


ships of South Amboy and Millville, not having 


: jected are: 


| South Amboy; and 


been made to the clerks of their respective counties 
in due form, within the proper time, ought not to 
have been counted by the Governor and Council; 
ard upon this miserable, diminutive, and squeaking 
quibble, rest the claims ef the usurpers. What cre 
the facts, as disclosed by the evidence on your la- 
ble, and which has been read to this body? 

I read from the Democratic Review, a faithful 


work, which ought to be in the hands of every De- ` 


mocrat in this Union: 

The South Amboy return was made up in due form, except i 
that it was not signed Ly theclerk of the election, and that no { 
Certificate of the electionof James M. Warne, as one of the in- 
spectors, he having been duly elected to that office onthe morn- | 
ing of the first day ofelection, was sent with the return. The | 
return was delivered to the clerk of the county on the twelfth of 
October, by Mr. Wosd, the clerk of election; he states, under 
oath, that he delivered it on that day to Mr. Booraem, and 
“asked the said Nicholas Booraem if it was correct, so that if it 
was not it might be made eerrect, to which the said Nicholas 
Booraem replied, as this deponent believes, that it was all 
right, and proceeded to take down the votes for members of 
Congress from off the said certificate along with the returns of 
other townships, before deponent left the office.” And the fact 
is that he did, in the first official list prepared by him, include 
the South Amboy return, for Mr. Steele has deposed that Boo- 
raem showed him the official list, with all the townships in it, 
on the fiftcenth, in the clerk’s office. 

The first return from Millville was informal in two or three 
particulars; but the only objection to the second war, that it 
was received six hours after the appointed time, though four 
days before the county clerk actually made up his return for 
the county. For the second retorn for Millville was delivered 
to the clerk at 11 p. m. on Saturday, the thirteenth of October, 
and his return to the Governor is dated the seventeenth. 

The grounds, therefore, upon which these returns were re- 


1. For want of the signature of the clerk of election; and 
2 For want ofa certificate of the election of an inspector in 


3. Because received six lours after time in the Millville case. 
The e are gocd grounds for refusing to count 
the votes of Millville and South Amboy! But 
you dive to the depths of research and you can 
find no other reason to justify the reason why they 


ei 
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jected ior want of the signature ot the cierk, and ‘he certificateof 
the election of an inspector, and the returns often Federal town- 
ships, giving a Federal majority of eight hundred and forty-nine 
votes, though all wanting one or both the requisites adjudged 
vital in the Amboy case, or some other equally important, were 
received and counted. 

Here, sir, you have fraud itt its naked deform‘ty, 
unsophisticated and unburnished; political cor- 
roptioa and rubbery perpetrated in open day, 
while the sun is at meridian, and in the wakeful 
face and staring countenance of all living. Yes, 
sir, oper-handed, unblushing, and unconcealed 
treason, of the most alarming and dangerous cha- 
racter, and which would justly hang its perpetra- 
tors by the neck unt: they were dead, dead, dead, 
in any other time than when the political atmos- 
phere is distempered and poisoned with party am- 
bition, an indomitable love of power, and moral 
depraviy. My language is strong, and, perhaps, 
offensive; but the crime [ am exposing 1s stronger, 
and more cffensive. It is no less than a bold, de- 
praved, and open attempt to prostrate the elective 
franchise, and thereby subvert the Constitution 
and overthrow the Government. Can any lan- 
guage be too strong to denounce such a desperate, 
daring, damning attempt? “But the returns were not 
made in time.” Why were they not made in time? 
The law which I have read specifies no time when 
the Governor and Council shall preceed to count 
up the votes, ete. other than that they shall pro- 
ceed, etc. within five days after receiving the lists, 
etc. The Legislature of New Jersey, with reason, 


‘| contemplated the possibility that the clerks might 


` not send up the returns within the times specified 


constitute good ground lor refusing to count them 
than that they return a Democratic majority; and ‘so 
say virtually the Governor aud Council 
Yor upon examination of the official returns from all the 
counties on file in the Secretary of State’s office in New. Jersey, 
it appears that no certificate oi the election of the person who 
acted as judge in Dover township, Monmouth county, was re- 
ceived in time, a 
either judges or inë 
were ever received by the county clerk. In Burlington county 
the returns of the townships ef Burlington, Washington, Ches- 
terfield, New Hanover, and Litle Egg Harbor, > 
them signed by the clerks of election; the return from Mans- 
field township was without the signature of the clerk and one 
of the inspectors; and that from Chester township waa received 
nand unsealed; and in Sumerset county no certificate was 
ever filed with the clerk of theelection of William Parker, who 
appears, by the returns, to have acted as one of the inspectors 
in Franklin township. i 
Yet the returns from ail these townships though accompa- 
nied with the evidence of these informalities, were received 
and counted, 


| Shrewsbary gaven Federal majority of - - - - 63 
Dover ar es tae A r - 246 
Burlington “` * wo . - - 17 
Washington ‘ peice -g . . - 433 | 
Little Egg Harbor “7 t-a . . - 65 
Manefiel “ “ 6 . mS A > 9 
Chesterfield * “ “oa š 5 7 52 
New Hanover “= “ Ss - . - 4 
Chester dae st “ooa - - - 4B 
Franklin “ “ K-a - P - 207 

Makinga tøtalof > 849 


Thos, while thetownship returns of South Amboy, giving a | 
Democratic majority of two hundred and fifty-two, were re- 


and that no lawful certificates ofthe election of | 
ectors in Shrewsbury or Dover townships, | 


were neither of | 


——— 


- person who, 
li 


by law. They therefore wisely defined no time 
when the Governor and Council should proceed to 
cast up the votes, étc. other than the time, yiz: 
“within five days”? after the time when all the lists 
should be returned. But the Legislature further 
contem: lated the po sibility that not only the li-ts 
mizht not be returned within the time defined by 
the Jaw, but also that the clerks might fail to make 
the returns at all. The law, therefore, provides 
that if the clerks shall fail to make r turns within 
the times specified, it shall be the daty of the Gc- 
vernor to send forthwith, at the expense of the 
State, for the returns so neglected to be made; and 
yet, it is urged as a reason that the vetes of South 
Amboy and Millville should not have.: been 
counted, because the returns were not madè in 
time, when the very reason that they were -nat 
made in time, has its foundation in the failure 
of the Governor to do what the law commanded 
him to do, asd what his office and oath bound him 
to do, and in refusing to do which he violated both, 
Sir, there is no means left for the Governor or bis 
partisans to get him out of the difficulty and diss 
grace in which his conduct has involved big, 
except ignorance of his duty or the law, which he 
was bound to know. Ignorance cr fraud is -the 
horn of the dilemma on which he dang'es, make 
the best you can of it: both inexcusable and un- 
pardonable in a political, legal and civil: sense. 
‘And this-he virtually admi's himself, in the fallow: 
ing communication, which I now ask leave to read, 
andto which I shall have occasion to refer here- 
after. In the Governor’s opinion to his Privy 
Council, he says: , f : OOL 
“What dues the law direct the Governor to lay before’ the . 
Privy Council? The said lists, referring manifestly to the lists 
transmitted by the couftty clerks, which has been mentioned 
immediately before. What are the Governor and Privy Coun- 
cil to do with the lists thus laid before them?. They are to cast 
up the votes. When this is done, what are they to deterniine? 
Who are entitled, under all the circumstances, to the seats in 
Congress? No, but they are to determine ‘the six: perkons 
who have the greatest number of votes.? No language can be 
plainer. Was jt ever intended by our laws to make the Go. 
vernor and his Privy Council the arbiters of an election? 
There is no power conferred on us to examine a single witess, 


to send for persons or papers, or to take one step towards a Judi- 
cial investigation. If we may go behind tha returns. of the 


:' county clerks to those of the township officers, why should we 
' stop there? We may, by the same authority, and with equal 


reason, undertake to examine the proceedings of those town- 
ship officerg at the polis, . Who has ever dreamed of a Governor 
and Privy Council of New Jersey setting themselves ùp tọ de- 
cide on aiy of these matters? They always have been, and 
fram the very words of the act must be, confined to the clerks’ 
returns, and to the duty of casting up the votes. s 
“But it will be asked, with force and propriety, is a candidate 
to lose his seat in Congress because a county clerk does not 
makea return cf the votes? Certainly not. If, through inąd- 
vertence or ty design, any votes have not been returned by the 
elerka, itisin the power of the House of Representatives, in 
their discretion, to allow those votes and give the seat tothe 
with those votes, may be elected. Al-representa- 


tive assemblies possess and continually exercise the right of 
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iding who is entitled toa seat in them. We give the certifi- 
eat persons whe may appear, by casting up the clerks’ 
returns, to have the greatest number of votes; we are, by law, 
ubliged so todo; but the Hous of Representatives may go 
further, and inquire whether any votes have not been returned 


and counted, and if such be the case, may allow them in their 


i ion. r laws evidently contemplate such a state of 
noes for a require the townshiv officers to make outa 
duplicate certificate of such election, and to file the same with 
the town clerk, ‘to be used as occasion may require.’ It would 
be to me a most painful reflection, were I to believe that the re- 
straints uader which we are placed by the law, of not going be- 
yond the certificates of the county clerk, would deprive any 
camlidate of his ultimate rights. I declare here my earnest 
wish, that before the proper and constitutional tribunal for de- 
ciding the matter, each candidate may have the full benefit of 
every legal vote he may have received at the election.” 


was made, and the admissions therein submitted, 

it was more to allay public indignation, which was 

howling round him like a tempest. In the first 

paragraph of this expose, which is devcted tə de- 

fining the duties of the Governor and Privy Coun- 

cil, it will be perceived in relation to elections, that 

one of the most important duties that devolves on 

the Governor, viz. that of sending for the polls when 

the clerks fail to send them up within the time spe- 
cified by law, is not hinted at, which. he failed to 

discharge in this case, and which, if he had per- 
formed, would have saved all the trouble of this 
hypocritical and metaphysical definition of duty, 
and Messrs. D:ckerson, Vroom, Ccoper, Kille, and 
Rya'l would now be in their seats, representing the 
“ sovereign State of New Jersey,” in conformity with 
the voice of her freemen, as expressed through her 
ballot boxes on the “ second Tuesday and the day fol- 
Inwing of October, 1838.” I say it is the withhold- 
ing of this duty in the above definition; and whether 
it was the fanlt of stupid ignorance or corrupt de- 
sign, perhaps his frien’s can answer. 

But, sir, the returns were before the Governor 
and Privy Council, and were ac:ed upon by them ; 
but were set aside, not because they were nut made 

n time, merely, but.because they were not made 
formal in time!! Allthis objection for want of 
time and formality in the returns of Millville and 
South Amboy would bave been regarded as a quib- 
ble worthy of a contemptible pettifogger, if, 
when opened, they had displayed the giorious 
intelligence of a Whig victory. Yes, sir, 
all such objections would have been scouted 
and sunk into nothingness; but as they unfold- 
ed the astounding and prostrating intelligence 
thata Democratic victory had been gained; that 
Federalism was overthrown, and routed horse, foot 
and dragoons, the objections were insurmountable 
in the eyes of the conscientious Governor and his par- 
tisan Privy Council, and of this we have proofs in 
the reeption of the informal -returns of the Fede- 
ral townships, to which I have referred. Sir, I 
am done with the history and the facts of this case, 
anly as I may have to refer to them incidentally. 
I bave stated no fact in its exposition, in which I 
bave not been su:tained by proof indisputable and 
incontrovertible, and there isno reasen why Mr. 
Diekerson and his associates should not now take 
their seats; no substantial reason. exists why they 
should not have taken their seats at the commence- 
ment of the session. The Constitution of the 
United States, the laws of New Jer:ey and the 
policy of this Government, which secure the elec- 
tion to the manor set of men who have the greatest 


umber. of votes in an election, shall be the mem-. 


ber or members returned, shall be entitled to be 
sworn, and take his or their seat or seats. Mr. 
Dickerson and his associates are these men. Sir, 
much complication has been thrown around, and 
much perplexity interwoven. in this question, 
whereas there is but one simple, plain proposition 
involved, and that is the question of return. Who 
has the State of New Jersey retarned.to the 
Twenty-sixth Congressof the United States? Is 
it M¥, Dickerson and his associates, who have re- 
ceived: “a majority of all the votes in the State,” 
and who-have tiow on our Clerk’s table indisputa- 
ble evidence of ‘the fact, and who were the favo- 
rite candidates of the pesple, or is it Mr. Aycrigg 
and his associates,who lave received a minority of 
all the votes in the State, as the proof on our 
Clerk’s table shows conclusively, and who are bat 
the favorite candidates of a corrupt Governor and 
a Federal partisan Privy Council, who claim seats 
here merely by virtue of a Governor's certificate 


Let it be remembered when the above expose | 
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and a broad seal. The question I say is a question 


of rctarn merely, and involves no other principle. 

The Constitution of the United States, art. 1, sec. 2, declares 
that “the House of Representatives shall be composed of mem. 
bers chosen every second year by the ple of the several 
States, and the electors in each State shall have the qualifica- 
tions requisite for electors of the most nufnerous branch of the 
State Legislature.” “No person shall be a Representative who 
shall not have attained to the age of twenty-five yeara, and been 
seven years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not 
when elected, be an‘ inhabitant of that State in which he sha! 
be chosen.” It also declares, in section 4, that the times, places, 
and manner of holding elections for Senators and Representa- 
tives, shall be prescribed, in each State, by the Legislature 
threof; but Congress may at any time, by law, make or alter 
such regulations, except as to the places of choosing Senators.” 
And, in section 5, that ‘each House shall be the judge of the 
elections, returns, and qualifications of its own members.” 
This isthe whole of the provision of the Constitution of the 
United States on the subject. 


I repea', that no question but that of the returns 
is involved; none otherclaims our consideration for 
amoment. The fifth section of the fir-t artiele of 

| the Constitution here read, provides that each 


House shall be the judge ef the election, returns ; 


an qualifications of its own members. A quest’on 
might present itself in which the returns, qual fi- 
cations, and elections might all be involved. But 
in this case no such question is presented. The 
qualifications of the members presenting claims are 
not doub‘ed; they all come up to the standard of 
the Cons itut‘ioa. The mode and manner in which 
the election was conducted came up to the standa’d 
of the laws of New Jersey; there is no real ob- 
į jection on that subject. -So there is no ques 
tion of “election” involved. It is the returrs 
alone upon which this House is called upon to act. 
Strip the subject of all the complication in which it 


| simply turas upon the power of the Governors 

certificate, with the broad seal annexed, and the pow- 
| er of the ballot box. If the verity and power 
of the Governot’s broad seal and certificate convey 


$ 
f with them more p-litieal, can: titutional, and legal 


; and company entitled to seats in this Congress. 
i Batif the. voice and enffragé of the people arè to 
; prevail, then give Messrs. Dickerson and company 
| their seats. We have been read many loud and 
long lessons on the importance, value, and power 


the broad seal, and of the vast importance of strict 
and anyielding adherence to precedent in support 
| of the regard due to the bread seal. This stuft has 
teen hammered into me until I am benumbel. 


law, usages, customs, and precedents have been har- 
rowed up from the rust aod ashes of antiquity 
back to the dark and barbarous azes of the Norman 
conquest, and arrayed in support of the vast, om> 
nipotert and divine importance which is miade to 
attach to Governor Penn ‘ngton’s certificate and 
the broad seal of New Jersey. Now, sir, all the 
thanks that I have to return for all the labor of 
mind and Lody sp:nt in this behalf, is, that I 
have a most soveregn and indignant cpn- 
tempt for common law, fundamental Jaw, broad 
seal, precedent, and company; only as they go to 
support the plain pricciples of common sense—the 
principles ot right, justice, and political freedom. 
Sir, I have the candor to acknowledge, that if I 
can maintain the character of possessing common 
sense, and an intention to do jus ice, it is the height 
-of my ambition. I will never tax my brain with 
the investigation of abstruse, abstract, and funda- 
mental principles, common Jaw, precedent, &e. 
‘If the effect of such an investigation is to force 
upon me such conc'usions and princ‘ples as have 


been advanced in this contest, I will leave such an’ 


investigation w:th those who smo‘her and trample 
under foot the voice of sixty thousand freemen, by 
the omnipotence attached to a Governor’s certifi- 
cate and a broad seal. If the effect of such kind 
of learning and metay-hy-ical research is to so far 
corrupt. the heart and distemper every patrio‘ic 
feeling, as to induce him who possesses it to pros- 
trate the Constitution; nullify the spirit and mean- 
ing of the laws, and overthrow the freedom of the 
elective fianchi-e, I beg to be excused from such 
learning and such research. 

But we are asked how we can look behind the 


Governor's- certifioate end the broad seal? ‘Are 


has been unnecessarily involved, and the question ' 


Fundamental law, fundamenta! principles, common || 


os 


l 
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we going to blot cut the State of New Jersey froin 
the Federal Union? Aie weg ing to pluck out 
one of the stars from the pol tical firmament of 
this Government? Are you goirg to annihta'e 
one of the old thirteen States of this Union, who 
poured out her blood like water in the Revoluti n? 
which you will do, if you disregard her bread 
seal, whch is the evidence of her sovereignty? 
Sir, this is all flummery and fog. The sovereignty 
of New Jersey doces not consist in Governor Pes- 
nington, his broad seal, or his certificate; nor is 
either of them, or all put tcgether, in this case, 
The certificate is a 
fraud and a falsehood, and the broad seal is but 
the evidence of the official charact r of him who 
perpetrates the one and aster's the other, Cur 


effort is to maintain the sovereignty of New Jersey 
i’ and her elective institutions, and the vvice of her 


: freemen, by preventing all from be ng sacrificed at 


the shr:ne cf Federa! cerruption and the leve of 
power. When, from atsolute necessite, General 
Jackson declared martial law in the city of New 
Orleans, and suspended the writ of habeas corpus, 
and thereby saved the c'ty from pillage, plunder, 
slaughter, and destruction, the Federal yelp was 
raised, loud and [oxg, that it would have been 
better that New Orleans had fallen into the hands 
of the enemy, and Lou'siana sunk, than that mar- 
tial law should have been declar d. It was a 
stroke of military despotism more dangerous and 
fatal in its character to the free institutions ef this 
‘country. and this people, than to have sunk Ne vy 
Orleans and Louisiana with her! What is tke 
attempt wz now see by the same party? no less 
than to overthrow the suffrage of sixty thousand 
freemen, to the end that credence may be given to 
a broad seal, evidencing nothing but the official 


: character of the manufacturer of a false certificate! 


. But we are told that the Governor’s certificate, 


omnipotence than the voice of a majority of the |: 
; freemen in New Jersey, then is Messrs. Aycrigg | 


of the broad seal of New Ji rsey, and the precedents `; 
| in favor of the verity and solemni'y atlache! to | 


“women whe wear come! 


| 


with his broad seal, is “prima facie evidence” that 
those who have it are truly elected, and we 
are bound to admit them as members umil the 
converse is proven. What do we care about 
prima facie evidence, when we are in possession of 
the evidence itself. We have had real to us, and 
now have in our possession, the best eviderce— 
evidence that proves conclusively that those who 
possess the prima facie evidence of their election 
were not elected. Of what value would bea cer- 
tified copy of a record as evidence in a court of 
law, if the court were in possession of the original 
record itself? It would be the fir-t and highest 
evidence; and such is the evidence we possess 10 
support and prove the fact that Mr. Dickerson 
and his associates are members of this Congress. 
But in the face cf all this, the prima facie ev.- 


‘dence is: urged upon us, 


The reasoning «f g-ntlemen of the Opposition, 
reminds me of a small book I saw and read when 
l was a boy; it contained a system of legie. I 
never stucied logic; Į am ignorant of it asa sci- 
ence; and thought but little of this book at the 
time I read it; but the whole course of reasoning 
of the learned pariy, comes precisely up to the 
standard of the logic of that little book; ard, in- 
deed, there has been no other illustration of logical 
principles in this discussion on the part of the cer- 
tificate, broad seal and Pennington men, than was 
illustrated by the work in qnesticn; and if the au- 


“thor’s logic was not good and sound, it hav, at least, 
the advantage of being popular. 


The author reasoned thus: “Gentlemen wear boots. 
Mr. A.B. wears boots, therefore Mr. A. B. is a gene 
tleman.” “Ladies wear corsels. Miss A wears cer- 


| sets, therefore Miss A. isa lady.” Now, sir, ger- 


tlemen of the learned party here reasoned thus in 
this contest—members of Congress have a Go- 
vernor’s ceriificate, with a broad seal. Messis. Ay- 
crigg and company have certificates with the broad 


| seal, therefore, Messrs Ayciigg and company erè 
"members of Corgress. Now,sir, Ideny the soundness 
|. of the logc. i 
` clusions are false. I know men, who wear boats 


The reasoning is unsound, and the con- 
who are not gentlemen; and so very Lantana i 
it for every description and character 0t men 
wear bcots, that beets no longer ae ate 
ie evi : entieman. n gt 
facie evidence of ag cThat are not ladies, and, 


indeed, it is so common for women lo Wear cqr, 
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seis, that corsets are no longer prima facie evidence 
of a lady; and, sir, I have even known ladies to be 
without corsets. 

I know men who havea certificate with the broad 
seal who are not members of Congress; and, indeed, 
so common is it becoming, that a certificate with 
the broad seal is no longer prima facie evidence that 
he who beats it is a member of Congress. 

But we have been told more than a thousand 
times this is a broad seal—" the broad seal of New 
Jersey.” This seal is not the track of a calf’s foot; 
no, Sir, it is the track of an ox’s foot. When it is 
slapped down, it makes a sp'ash like the elephant's 
fcotin a wet day. Sir, it must be as broad as the 
foot of Milton’s devil,when he was cast out of hea- 
ven, which covered ten acres of ground; yes, 
broader, for Governor Fennington’s certificate and 
bread seal covered the-who!e townships of South 
Amboy and Miliville, and nullified the entire vote 
of to'h, the surface cf which I take to be equal to 
that of the original surveyed townshiys of the 
West, which I believe are each six miles square, 
which would be a surface of seventy-two square 
miles. This is going the whole in nuhifica- 
tion. But, sir, we are implored to the support and 
defence of the broad seal,because it had its origin in 
ancient jitnes, and has in its character the solem- 
nity of antiquity. Sir, in my es imation, its power 
and character diminish by its antiquity. I believe 
the kind of seal in our use can be traced no 
farther bacx than tke close of the Norman 
conquest, and if that js the tme of its be- 
ginning, its antiquity is but a_ pocr recom- 

mendation in i's behalf. It had its inventicn 
and origin in the days of darkness, ignorance, and 
barbarity, when human ingenuity was concentrated 
upon the invention of arms, and when the most 
valuable human requisitions cons sted in the skil- 
ful and dexterous use of those arms, and the most 
skilful and successful mode of carrying on a bar- 
barous warfare; when letters were unknown, and 
science and philosophy were held in contempt. 
This was the origin of the broad seal. It was used to 
signify the intent to confirm a con'ract, and convey 
real estate in fee simple, for a fime, or in trust; and 
the seal it-elf consisted in making a scrawl on 
parchment, which was not unlike the mark on pa- 
per which a spider would make in its escape frum 
the con‘ents of an inkstand. .So much for tbe an- 
tiquity and inventicn of the broad seal, upon the 
solemaity and: ac el preservaticn of which depen’s 
he pres rvation of the sovereignty if Dew Jervey, 
and without which her goverument must te over- 
thrown, and she blotted out of the Federal Union! 
Bat, sir, I am unwilling that the broad seal shall 
enjoy the benefit of the character for antiquity 
which the learncd party here are disposed fo autach 
toit. Ithink the antiquity of the broad seal will 
have to commence wi:h tke reign of the Prinee of 
Orange, who assumed the administraticn of Eng- 
land on the abdication of the throne by King 
James. S.on after James the Second came to the 
the throne he manifested a disposition to patronise 
and suppor:, by his royal inflaence and revenue, the 
cause cf the Roman Catholic, to the prejudice 
and exclu:ion of that of the Protestant religion, 
and to such an extent did he carry his measures 
that the nation became alarmed and commenced 
operations with a view to put a stop to those inno- 
vations upon their civil and religious liberties; and 
such was the general feeling and indignation mani- 
fested that King James, fearing a civil revolation 
and the loss of his head as well as his throne, in 
turn became alarmed, and gave bisGovernment and 
throne “leg bail” for security; and it seems that he 
attached the same kind of consequence to the broad 
seal gentlemen here do, for he took it with him ia 
his flight to France and cast it into the river 
Thames, thinking thereby to submerge the English 
Government, and with it all her political, civil, 
and religious institutions; so that if it is intended 
that the broad seal shall enjoy the benefit of anti- 
quity from the close of the Norman conquest, gen- 
tlemen will have to devise some means to procure 
it from the bottom of the Thames, otherwise they 
will have to commence its antiquity with the abdi- 
eation of King James, But the reasoning of 
King James in relation to the effect of the loss of 
the broad teal was about as fallacious as the rea- 
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soning of gentlemen here in relation to the effect 
upon the sovereignty ard institutions of New Jer- 
sey, by a violation of her broad seal. The English 
Government was not submerged either by throw- 
ing the broad seal into the Thames or the abdica- 
tion of King James. All the civil institutions in 
the Government continued their operations. The 
judicial functions were continued, civil magistrates 
and ministerial officers continued to discharge their 
duties. Little or no change was effected, or violence 
perpetrated; some few Roman Catholic institutions 
were prostrated, and Feversham disbanded the 
troops in the immediate neighborhood, without 
either paying them or disarming them; and these 
were about the consequences. The bishopsand peers, 
who were then in town, being the highest remain- 
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ing authority in the State, (for the Privy Council, : 


composed of the king’s minions, and his creatures, 
was totally disregarded and held in contempt,) as- 
sembled;they chose the Marquis of Halifax their 
Speaker. They gave directions to the judicial, 
civil and ministerial departments to continue in 
the discharge of their several duties. They reunited 
the army, and issued orders, which were obeyed, 
to the fleet, the army, and all the garrisons, and 
atthe same time placed the Prince of Orange, the 


next of the blood royal, on the throne, and the Go- | 


vernment went onas before. And this is a!l the 


effect that both the loss of the broad seal and the ab- | 


dication of the throne had on the Government of 
England. What disastrous consequences have we 
to fear, then, to the sovereignty of New Jersey, 
when our course is to secure justice to her citizens, 
and stabiity and freedom to her institutions. 

Sach fanatical andsuperstitious attachment to the 
broad seal .s worthy the s'avish land of precedents, 
aristocratic customs aud despotic dogmas. When 
in the reign of George JIf the broad seal of Eng- 
land was stolen from the high Chancellor, a ques- 
tion was enteitained and discussed, whether the 
thief who stole the broad seal was not the King, 
de facto, of England, and George IH merely Kiog 
de jure; nor is the broad seal of New Jersey 
entitled to the solemnity which gentlemen here 
attach to it, from antiquity. If I mistake ‘not, 
history authorizes me to say that the Governor of 
the colony of New Jersey was atory in the Re- 
volation, fled his country, and bore the broad seal 
with him; so gentlemen must limit the antiquity of 
this broad seal to the State organization of New 


Jersey. This is not the first time the broad seal | 


has been used for the base purposes of fraud. The 
Earlof Essex, in the reign of Elizabeth, coun- 
terfeited the broad sealof England, and thereby 
seized many large estates, which he. enjoyed for 
some years before the fraud was discovered. 

Sir, during a part of my. remarks on the broad 
seal of New Jersey, and the fanatic attachment of 
the learned of this House to it, a gentleman, who 
satin the gallery, made notes of what I said; he 
turned a portion of those remarks into rhyme, and 
presented itto me—here it is. To the end, that 


some future use might be made of it, I was desi- 


rous to prefix a tune to which it might be sung. 
Finding my own poetical and musical abilities in- 
sufficient (for I have no poetical talent, nor have 
I any turn for music, save that I sometimes draw 
the horse’s tail across the catgut, and squeak outa 
litt'e music for my own amusement, not for any 
other person’s;) I applied to my little son Thomas, 
(a boy ten years old,) who isa musician, and I 
fear has a talent for poetry, (I fear so, for I have 
seldom known a nalive musician and poet that was 
good for any thing else) to assist me. He took 
hold of the paper, and, counting the syllables of the 
first two lines of the verse, instantly applied the 


Ar—‘Jim Brown.” 
When England’s Third George madly ruled o’er the land, 
A thiefstole his seal from the Chancellor’s hand; 
And quibblers in crimaon, and vicars in lawn, : 
Asked, who was the King, when the broad seal was gone? 
Andsome were so simple—ay, passing belief— 
As to say that the sovereignty lodged with the thief; 
That George was a sovereign—de jure—alone, 
While the thief with the seal was, de facto, the Throne. 
But, excepting this time, since the cays of King James, 
When he threw the great seal in the midst of the Thames, 
No child e’er conceived, tho’ his sire was an ass, 
That sovereignty lived in a circle of brase; 
That Liberty nestled in lumps of red wax, 
Affixed to dead leather from bellweather backs, 
Till Pennington’s seal, with its plough and its steer, 
Was shown as the presence of sovereignty here, 
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Yes, yes: it was left for the wise of our timo, 
To second an error so grand and sublime. 


True, Essex the Earl, in Elizabeth’stime, 
Counterieited the seal of his sovereign for crime, 

And many a broad belted Earidom he gained, 

And with the strong hand of a noble retained; 

But at last Gaffer Time, that old mar plot, revealed 

What Essex so long from the nation con-cealed; 

And back to the owners the lands were returned, 

While the records were crossed, and the title deeds burned, 


The seal of New Jersey, tho’ good in its way, 

Is not hal! so ancient as many folks say. . 
When a province, and during the Third George’s reign, 
A tory her Governor long did remain; 

But finding, at last, revolution was brewing, 

And fearing the quid they desigued for his chewing, 

He cleared, with the seal in his pocket—oh, fie! 

And left tts antiquity—all inmy eye. 


Illustrious seal! thou art bigger, by half, 
Than the head ofa cat, or the foot of a calf. 
An ox could not cover thee over, ’tis plain, 
Milton’s devil, to do it, would labor in vain, 
He covered ten acres with only one foot, 

But you covered Milville and Amboy to boot. 
Yes, Milviile and Amboy, and, sorrowful faie, 
You palsied the popular will of a State. 
Buteofily, my muse, thou art fast in thy zeal; 
The lovers of freedom have vals:ed the seal. 


Yes! spite of thy mighty defendcrs—Oh! brass 
Impressed in red wax on the skin of an ass— 
Thou art left for thy own sovereign pecple to scorn, 
Though lovely art thou with thy field of ripe corn; 
Thy ox ani thy husbandman blush to be shown, 
Declaring a fact which the people wort ow: ; 

Thy presence is evidence, only, that men 

Can do with thy face what they do with a pen, 
That is, they can use thee to solemnize frauda, 
As wedding rings often are given to bawds; 

Bat simpietons only will swallow for troth, 

What apes would reject in the days of their youth. 


Once, gentlemen, only, wore ruffles ard boots, 

And lovelocks and dickeys and superfine suits; 

And ladies, alone, in tight corsets were seen, 

In dancing saloons or in walks on the green; 

And members of Congress, alone, were revealed, 

By writings on parchment, by Governor’s sealed; 

But now many loafers in boots walk the street, 

And womaa—not ladies—in corsets we meet; 

And men claiming seats in the halls of the land, 

With sovereignty wazed in the gripe of the hand, 
Whose rights to the same scarcely equalled the brutes 
Who furnished them parchment end wool for their suits. 
But reason looks gown from her mountain top throne, 
And passing the boots, takes the decent alone; 

And throwing the corsets and signets‘behind, 

Takes ladies for ladies and members in kind. 

Then hey for the age, when the mark ofa dott, 
Though broad as an ox or as small asa colt, 

Is passed by the free, for the facts of the casa, 

And parchment and wax to the people give place. 


But, sir, in all these arguments and conclusions 
in favor of the rights of the people of New Jersey, 
to the exclusion of her broad seal, which has been 
on this occasion used to prostrate them, we are met 


. with the all omnipotent objection of PRECEDENT. 


Sir, we have been hammered with precedent! pre- 
cedent! until we are all beaten into stupidity. Sir, 
I hold in my band the Constitution and its amend- 
ments, and the whole put toge:her is not larger 
than a child’s primer, and its eavy comprehension 
resembles the contents of the book it in size repre- 
sents, Its brevity depends upon the simplicity and 
clearness of its provisions and propositions, and the 
whole most happily displays the powerful minds 
and clear comprehensions of those who framed it. 
Every sentence in it shows that its authors meant 
what they said, and said what they meant, and no 
more. Hence it is that the Democracy of this 
country, entertaining this view of the Constitution, 
deny to the Federal Government the right to exer- 
cise any power not expressly authorized by the 


| Constitution. -And yet, simple and plain as it is, 


adapted, as it is and as it was intended to be, to the 
most common unlettered understanding, not a 
question can come up here that has any connection, 
mediate or immediate, with the Constitution, but 
we are led into the labyrinths and mazes of anti- 
quity for precedents to illustrate it. We have our 
uncomplexed Constitution; we have, what we sup- 
pose to be, our plain, simple, and well understoed 
maxims, customs, and institutions, that all are sup- 
posed to understand, and all of which have an 


i analogy to our Republican Government, by which 


we live and by which we hope todie. But, I repeat, 
that a question can hardly be raised here, but 
what we are driven, for its illustration, into the dark, 
damp, winding labyrinths of antiquity for prece- 
dents, which, when found, only serve to involve 
us in the fog and the mazes of metaphysical 
jargon. Sir, l, as an American citizen, hold my- 
self bound by none of them, only as they illustrate 
truth and maintain justice, Our gallant ancestors, 
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by a bravery and patriotism which shall ever be 
the subject of shout and song, threw off their 
a'legiance to the throne and Government of Great 
Britain. They broke the chains and burst the 
shackles that bound us to an order of despotic 
dogmas and a set of aristocratic maxims; and I 
hold that all obligations have been cancelled, and 
we are now free. But gentlemen say, “No: we 
are bound by precedents.” Sir, we might as well 
be under the mandates of her Britannic Majesty, 
as to have all our own free and simple institutions 
overthrown by the aristocratic precedents common 
to England. To little effect did our ancestors bat- 
tle for independence, and to as little effect did they 


ply their patriotism and skill to rear a Govern- | 


ment of free institutions, if the divine right of 
king precedent is to dictate laws, and enforce his 
despotic wsages upon us, to the exclusion of our- 
own Constitution and laws, and in the teeth of 
common sense, and the plain principles of justice. 
Why, sir, one would be led to believe, from the 
vast consequence attached by gentlemen in this 
discussion to precedent, that itis the prerogative 
of precedent to not only control the civil action of 
th: living, but to judge the dead. Sir, such 
dogmas may suit such as occasionally amuse 
and delight themselves in pronouncing eulogies, 
such as did the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Tompson, | the other day, on the Government 
and institutions of England. We always have 
had a party in this country who. have been a little 
more attached to the political institutions of Eag- 
land than those of their own country. For my 
part, sir, I have no love for the concern. I look 
upon their Government and all their political in- 
stitutions as a rotten, corrupt, and despotic esta- 
blishment, at war with every true native principle 
of human liberty; and most of their maxims and 
precedents incompatible with the simple institu- 
tions of our country. Their corrupt policy 
has bankrupted the nation, fastened shackles of 
slavery on their people, that will never be broken, 
and filled their continent with hungry, pinching, 
and naked beggars. Yes, sir, tombs of despotism 
and antiquity have been torn open, and the rotten 
and half decayed volumes of other ages and other 
centuries paraded forth to prove to the Ameri- 


ean people that the apostolic reverence due the | 


worm-eaten carcass and gray locks of precedent de- 
mand that Governor Pennington's certificate and 
the broad seal of New Jersey, in the face of justice 
and truth, staring us in the teeth, and in the viola- 
tion of the voice of a majority of sixty thou- 
sand freemen, entitles Messrs. Aycrigg and 
company to seats in this hall. As I have be- 
fore said, the great question seems to rest in this 
simple inquiry, whether Governor Pennington’s 
certificate and his broad seal shall secure 
to Messrs. Aycrigg and his associates seats 
in this Congress, or whether evidence, indisputable 
and now in our possession, of the fact that Messrs. 
Dickerson and his associates have had a majority ef 
all the votes in New Jersey, shall entitle them to 
seats. The Opposition go for and sustain the cer- 
tificate members, and we, the Democracy, believe 
in and support the force and power of the poll- 
books; that is, we go for and support the claims of 
he members elected by the people. The Opposition 
tely upon precedent to sustain their position, as J 
rave before said. Now, sir, although no advocate 
for precedent farther than it will support justice 
and confirm right, I will, for the benefit of some 
gentlemen here, recite a few cases of precedent, 
which I think, from the character of their authority, 
will have a becoming weight, at least with those 
who are tse authors of some of them. We go, I 
say, for the pol/s, and we were opposed to either of 
the contesting members participating in the organi- 
zation of the House until we were in possession of 
the proper amount of evidence to decide upon their 
claims. And now for the precedents (modern, not 
ancient.) The first case of precedent I will pre- 
sent in favor of our position, is the case of Moore 
and Letcher of Kentucky, which occurred in 1834 
—a case involving Precisely the same question and 
principles that this does, only that Moore, the certi- 
ficate member, was a Democrat. 
Whe: Aycrigg and his associates in this case are 
Wigs; and in that case neither of the parties 


.TO WHOM THEY ARE GIVEN TO HIS SEAT. Mr. 
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were permitted to participate in the organization of 
the House. So far we are sustained in our refusal 
to permit Messrs. Aycrigg and his associates to 
participate in the organization of the House. But 
here comes the Whig opinions in that contest. 
Mr. Doncan read: 


Mr. ALLAN, it will be seen, opened the question by objecting 
“To THE RECEPTION OF THE RETURNS TRANSMITTED BY THE Go- 
VBRNOR OF KENTUCKY, AS BEING ILLEGAL AND NULL;” and the 
ground upon which he declared the certificate iliegai and nuil, 
was one which did not appear on the face of the certificate it- 
self, nor in any official document of the Governor of Kentucky, 
but which does appear in an official con:munication of the Go- 
vernor of New Jersey in regard to the certificates given by 
him to the minority candidates there. It is “THAT THEY [the 
returning officers} HAD NOT COUNTED ALL TH? VOTES.” 

Mr. CHILTON of Kentucky, another Whig member, said that 
“ [HE SOLE QUESTION WAS, WHETHER THE CERTIFICATE WHICH 
HAD BEEN PRODUCED WAS OR WAS NOT OF A LEGAL CHA- 
RACTER.” He insisted it was not, because the law had not 
been “ COMPLIED WITH ” 

Mr. MarsHa.t contended that the certificate was void, “ BE- 
CAUSE IT DID NOT CONTAIN EVIDENCE OF THE MAIN PACT— 
WHAT WAS TBS CHOICE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE DISTRICT. 
THIS WAS WHAT THE HOUSE WANTED, AND THIS COULD BE 
OBTAINED FROM THE LEGAL RECORD—THE POLL 

BOOKS—cERTIFIED COPIES OF WHICH ARE NOW ON THE 
CLERK’s TABLE.” 

Mr. ELLSWORTH (another Federalist) took the position “that 
the House would be governed by THE ACTUAL STATE OF 
THE BALLOT BOX,” not by the Governor's certificate. ~ 

Mr.. ADAMS assumed that “THE DIFFICULTY HAD 
ARISEN IN A FRAUD,” and upon that question he “ WAS 
PREPARED TO SIT AND VOTE UNTIL IT SHOULD BE 
SETTLED.” feo i 


Mr. D. remarked that the doses that he now was 
administering were bitter doses. 
the stomachs and sickened the bowels of gentlemen 
to whom they were administered. They were 
technically called drastic doses, by knights of the 
lancet; but sickening as they were, he hoped gen- 
tlemen would take them in confidence and good 
faith, as they, perhaps, would have the: effect to 
cure that most dangerous and malignant disease 
with which they are affected, he meant the disease 
of inconsistency—a disease n ost calculated of all 
others tv subvert the moral faculties, destroy every 
pretension te truth and justice, and overthrow a 
reputation for candor and sincerity. This disease 
has both its remote and proximate cause in a drop- 
sical overflow of the the foul waters of Federalism, 
and these were the bestdoses for sucha malady. 
Moreover, the prescription is made by a regular 
built physician, not one who boasts of his profes- 
sional skill at all, bat one who has the prima facie 
evidence of his profession ; that is, he has the 
parchment with the appropriate certificate, and 
that, too, in classit language, with all the diplo- 
matic flourishes; the blue riband, and, what is of 
vastly more importance, thaproad seal of a regu- 
larly and legally authorized and established medi- 
cal college, of the good old orthodox order ; none of 
your new fashioned root, vegetable, botanical, elec- 
tromagnetic, Thompsonian, No. 6 institution. 
Then, sir, according to the doctrines advanced 
here, and the omnipotent consequence attached to 
certificates and broad seals, gentlemen must take in 
good faith the prescriptions of any one who has the 
prima facie evidence of the medical profession, 
though he be the greatest empiric thit ever dis- 
graced the order of the lancet. With his explanation, 
sir, I proceed to prescribe, and with the best hope 
of success. 

Mr. Binney (another Federalist and lawyer of eminence) 
laid it down asa principle, that “THERE 1S SOME WEIGHT IN 
THE POLLS, AND UNLESS IT WAS COUNTERACTED BY EVIDENCE, 
THE POLLS MUST STAND.” 

Mr. Lincotn maintained the .same principle. But the 
speech of Mr. Banks, (one of the most honest, enlightened, and 
respected Federal members,) which was made upon a motion 
of his own to give Mc Letcuer the seat, after the first resolu- 
tions, given ahove, had passed, assumed the highest ground, 
and we think the true ground, after the House had rejected the 
Governor’s certifleate as not corresponding with the polls. He 
said, “THE MAJORITY OF VOTES DOES ENTITLE THE PERSON 
LETCHER 
SHOULD, THEN, IN OUR OPINION, BE CONSIDERED IN THIS 
TRIAL AND DISCUSSION AS IN POSSESSION OF HIS SRAT.” 

Mr. CHILTON of Kentucky said the sole question in the case 
was, whether the certificate which had been produced. was or 
was not ofa legal character. The duty of the sheriffs was 
plainly pointed out -by the law, and all to be decided was 
whether they had complied with it or not. He then reviewed 
the certificate, and insisted that it was palpable that they had 
not. Not could he admit, as had been concluded, that though 
the evidence furnished by such a paper might be incomplete, 
yet it was the next best that could be obtained in the case, and 
therefore ought to be received. Would it be admitted ina 
court ofjustice, in a case where there were two witnesses to a 
fact, one of them competent, credible, and disinterested, and 
the other of an opposite character, that, ifthe first could not be 
obtained, the testimony of the interested witness must be ad- 
mitted, because it was the next best? Surely not. 

Mr. C, dwelt upon the dangerous consequences that must 


:ı could that be deemed sufficient? 


They nauseated - 
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grow out of the reception of such a paper to the purity of elec- 
uons, and the safety of the elective franchise. 
. a : * * « * 

Mr. MARSHALL of Kentucky went into an examination of 
the certificate on which Mr. Moore claimed; and insisted that 
no court of justice in the country would receive it as evidence 
under the law of Kentucky. The paper did not contain evi- 
dence of the main fact in the case, viz: what waa the choice of 
the people of the district in question? This was what the 
House wanted, and this could be obtained from the legal re- 
cord, the poll books; certified copies of all which were now on 
the Clerk’s table. The certificate was only a substitute for 
these, admitted out of convenience; but if it was defective, then 
resort must be had to the records themselves—which were the 
very best possible evidence in the case. 

a > . * * * A 

Mr. ELLswortH presumed that if either of the claimants 
could satisiy the House what had been the actual state of the 
ballot box, the House would be governed by that fact, and de- 


. cide accordingly. This was not one ef those cases where a ma- 


_ jority of sheritfs could act for the whole. 


Had they certified 


` that A B had been elected according to the votes of one county, 


Surely not. Suppose they 


' had certified the same according to two counties, would that be 


admitted? or of three? why then of four, when five counties had 


voted? would a certificate be admitted that a certain paper was 
, the record ef a court, except one page? This was just sucha 


certificate. 

In tbe House of Representatives, Wednesday, June 11, 1834, 
the case of the contested election of Messrs, MOORE and LRTCHER 
being under consideration— 

Mr. Anas said: There was no difficulty in the question; or, 
if there was, the House had already surmounted it, by deciding 
on all the questions of prinsiple involved. What remained was 
easy; andl if the House would only proceed as it had been occu- 
pit they would arrive without difficulty at a just result, And 

e, for one, was prepared to sit and vote till it should be settled, 
The difficulty hadarisenin a fraud. 

Mr. Binney of Pennsylvania, remarked: Were the votes 
illegally received or illegally rejected? That wae the first ques- 
tion, There was some weight in the polls; and unless it was 
counteracted by evidence, the polls must sand. If evidenee 
was brought to counteract them, that evidence must be judged 
of as it was elsewhere—as it was daily judged of in the courts 
ofjustice; and when ithad been weighed on both sides, the 
scale preponderating must be allowed to preponderate. 

Mr. Lincotn repudiated the idea of the decision being im- 
racticable, or even difficult. All that was i0 be done was to 
ay down a just principle, and then try the items of evidence by 

it. Agreat outrage had been committed enthe people and 
laws of Kentucky, and it was the duty of the House to vindi- 
cate those rights. Would the House consummate the very cb- 
ject in view of that sheriff who had fraudulent'y withheld the 
poll book! Would they become instruments t> effect his pur- 

ose which was to defeat the election of Mr. Letcher? The 

ouse was bound to teach a lesson on that subject, which 
should prevent the repetition of such an outrage, 


Extracts from the remarks of Mr. Banks, in the Howse of 
` Representatives, May 20, 1834, on the contested election of 

Messrs. Moore and Letcher lof Kentucky. 

In my judgment, the majority of the, votes entitled Mr- 
Letcher to the certificate of election. The certificate, which 
was given for Mr. Moore, and forwarded to the Secretary 
of State, was not only irregular, but absolutely void. It was 
not signed by all the sheriffs: it appeared, on the face of it, that 
all the votes given in the district were not compared and added 
up. It was proved that the Lincoln poll was withheld from the 
computation, in fraud of the law, in fraud of the rights of the 
electors of the district, andin fraud of the rights of Mr. Letcher. 


` The certificate was signed but by three outof the five sheriffs in 


the district. Tris a principle of law that we should presume 
that officers had done their duty, in absence of proof to the can- 
trary. But this presumpuon cannot be made ìn favor ef what 
is irregular on its face; much less can it be made in favor of 
that which is found to have been done in open violation of Jaw 
and public duty. Nor, in my opinion, does this certificate 
derive any additional force from the fact that it was sent by the 
sheriff to the Secretary of State, and that it has been for- 
warded here. This does not cure the defects; this gives it no 
additional authenticity, Tt was, in the first instance, void, 
and, in my judgment, is still void. Ido not think that it enti- 
Ued Mr. Moore to his seat, and I believe a large majority of the 
members of this House entertain the same opinion. g 

The production of a legal certifieate entitles the person in 
whose favor it is, to his seat, in the first instance. In the ab- 
sence of this certificate, the polls are ag high, if not the highest, 
evidence of the person elected in the first instance, subject, 
however, to heimpeached. ‘The majority of votes actually given 
entitles the person to a certificate. If no certificate is given, 
then the majority of votes does entitle the person to whom they 
are given to his seat. Mr. Letcher should, then, in my opinion, 
be considered, in this trial and discussion, as in possession of his 
seat, and Mr. Moore should be held to prove that the majority 
of legal votes was given to him, and not to Mr, Leteher. Thia 
he should do, by clear and satisfactory evidence. 

This appears to be the obvious course which should be pur- 
sued. This puts the parties in the position in which the elee- 
tors of the district have placed them. 


Here are Whig precedents and Whig opinions 
for you! Here, sir, are precedents and opinions 
from the learned heads and honest Fearis of the 


“Whigs in 1834—in a contest, J repeat it, involving 


“presto change,” instantly ! 


precisely the same question, ard no other than this 
does. Then the polls were all powerful! and omai- 
patent, and the Governor’s certificate and the broad 
seal of the sovereign State of old Kentuck nothing. 
But now the tables are turned; now Whigs’ bo'd 
the certificates, and the broad seal is all powerful, 
and the polls nothing. Yes, sit; tre saddle is cn 
the other horse. So, it seems, precedent welt two 
ways; or, Jike the juggler’s card, it has two faces. 


j i ted, and.at the order, | 
coeds ee ee a ihe beautiful queen of 


hearts appears. So we go in these times of moral 
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depravity and political corruption. But, sir, as 

recedehts are in such high demand, we will ex- 
hibit afew more. It has been iterated and reite- 
rated, over and over, that the whole table of prece- 
dents, ancient and modern, is in favor of receiving 
the cerufied members in this case. Sir, Iam not 
going to risk my careass and health, by going into 
the damp, anwholesome vapors of the tombs of an- 
t quity, fit only for a toad or a snake to inhale, and 
miagie with the spirits of the dead, to hunt up pre- 
cedents; but I will exhibit what I have found above 
ground, and those of modern times. I hold in my 
hand a book, containing all the cas2s of contested 
elections since the organization of this Government, 
worth recording. It isa large book; it contains 
one thousand and twenty-five pages. I have 
turned over every page of this big book. It is full 
of contested elections. I have examined the points 
upon which every case it contains turns, and the 
ptinciple upon which each case has been decided; 
and I now assert, that there is not a decision be- 
tween its lids that will warrant the reception of the 
certifica e members to their seats, and I challenge 
stecessful contradiction. It is fall of precedents 
that either express'y or impliedly sus‘ain the claims 
of those members with the cer.ified poll books, 
showing that they have a majc-r.ty of the votes. 1 
will read one or two. The first to which I will 
ask your attention is the case of Spalding against 
Meade, p. 157. The point upon which this case 
turned is: 

“Congress is, by the Constitution, the exclusive judge of the 


elections and returns, as well as the qualifications of its mem- | 


State authorities are prima 


bers, and the returns from the r 
and are notconclusive on the 


facie evidence only of an election, 

House.” 

l willask yonr attention to another. Tt is the 
case of Malo y against Meir ll, p. 328. The 
point upon which the decisio? turned in this cage is: 

&Votes fairly given to a parry may be counted in his 
favor, though they have merer been retureed to the proper 

State authorities; the defauit of a return not being chargeable 

upon such party.” 

One more ease, sir, if you can have patience, 
and I wii troable you no more with precedents. 
It is the case of Biddle and Richard agaiost Wing, 
p. 504. Tn this case it was decided tha: 

‘Phe officers of the diflerent election districts must certify 
the result tothe commissioners, and they must certify to the 
Governor. They areall ministerial officers, and error com- 
mitted by any ol them, either through mistake or design, is to 
be corrected by the House.” 

One more, sir, stt:kes my mind that is in peciat: 
Messrs. Dickerson and his associates present you 
the certificate of the Ferietiry of State, showing 
that they have the majority of all the votes polled 
at the eection of which they ciaim to be elected; 
but this is contended not to be sufficient evidence. 
Messrs. Claiborne and Ghvlson, members from 
Mic-sissippi for the Twenty-filth Congre:s, appeared 
at the commencement of the extra session of that 
Congress, and claimed their seats. It was object- 
ed that the evidence of their election was not suffi- 
cient. (I think they had the certificate of the Se- 
cretary of State.) 

Mr. Mercer of Va. offered the following, viz: 

“ Resolved, That eufficient evidence has not been afforded to 
this House that John F. Ciaiborne and Samuel J. Gholson are 
lawfully entitled to seats therein.” —Jour. Ex. Ses. p.4 

The resolution was debated. Tne question 
was laid on the table by an overwhelming 
majority, and Messrs. Claiborne and Ghol- 
son took their seals. So, sir, here is an ad- 

- mission of members on the certificate of the Secre- 
tary of State, and here ends the chapter, with me, 
on precedents. 

But, sir, we have been told, in tones of triumph, 
that New Jersey has confirmed the fact that 
Messrs. Aycrico and company were elected at the 
Oc‘ober election in 1838,by electing a Whig majority 
to both branches of the State Leg s'ature in 1839; 
and this fact is paramount evidence that Messrs. 
Aycrice and company are entitled to their seats in 
this Congress. Yes, this is the hizhest evidence that 
can be demandei that Mr. Dickerson and his 
associates are nat the choice of a majority of the 

people of New Jersey. Sir, when I received the 
news of the Federa! victory in New Jersey last fall, 

I rejoiced atit. Such was the overflowing tide of 

Democratic sucer ss over every part and portion of 

the Union, that ] feared the consequences. I dreaded 

that apa'hy which never fails to seize the unsus- 


pecting Democracy upon universal victory. , I was 
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afraid that they would be overtaken and overthrown 
by an enemy that never sleeps, before they could 
be awakened to a sense of their danger. Knowing, 
as I did, that tae whole power of Federalism, 
with all its means, will be brought to bear upon 
the con‘est now commenced, I felt rejoiced 
that we had met with a temporary deeat, which 
could do no serious injury to our cause, but which 
would serve to keep, at least, our sentinels from 
sleeping at their post. I thought and reasoned as 
did Philip of Macedon, when he heard, in the 
space of one hour, of his success in the chariot 
races in the Olympis games, the victory of his 
troops in a great baitle, and of the birth of his son 
Alexander. The Pagan raised his eyes and his 
hands towards heaven, and prayed, “Oh, ye gods! 
send me some slight misfortune, that I may not be 
overcome with this overflowing torrent of good 
news, and, lest some great mis‘ortune overtake 
me.” These were mv fee ings and my reflections 
when I heard of the Whig victory of New Jer ey. 
Bat, sir, we have seen the fatal effects of political 
apathy by successive victory, in our own time and 
country. History furnishes us with many faal 
disasters, both of a politica’ and military character, 
from the same cause. The immorial Hannibal 
was successful in his long and arduous march 
from New Carthage to the Rhone. He was suc- 
cessful in i's periicus passage, and in conquer- 
ing those who were prepared to contend against 
him. -He was. successful in ascending the 
Alps, whose snow-covered tops seemel to 
reach the skies, and in routing the Gauls who de- 
fend-d their passes, His cavalry successfully 
fought and routed the Roman horse on the Ticenas. 
The fields of Trebea yie'de dhim victory; the R o- 
man troops of Th-asymine fell before him or fled 
like the timid hind. Cann proclaimed him vic- 
tor,and the plains of Itatv were his. Tie wal's 
of Kome shook, and her citadel tembl-d at his 
name. But now the fatal effects of unchecked 
success and unmixed victory seized him. Now, 
said Maharbal, is our time to take Reme; her 
gates will open to us. I will think of that, said 
Hanniba'. Lalled by a mistaken security, which 
sometimes beses tle most vigilant in suecessful 
career, he took his winter quarters in Capua, where 
his troops rioted in the fashionable indulgences of 
that opulent city,on the rich spoils of the conquered 
enemy. But when the spring campa‘ga epened, 
they were no lonzer the hardy soldiers of Hanni- 
bal; their bravery and invincib'e courage, and 
their capacity for Ioil and tatizue, were exchanged 
for softaess and ef@minacy, the offsp:ing of idle- 
ness and luxury, «nd their love of order and sud- 
ordinaticn for contemptuous mutiny, supineness, 
and ircegularity; and, with all there, sunk the 
power of ever takirg Rome—the glory of Hannibal 
tarnished, and his name made less immortal. Sach, 
sir, is the fate of those who rest in security upon suc- 
cess and vicory. I repeat, I thovght and reasoned 
asdd Phillip when I heard of the Whig victory 
of New Jersey. But, sir there was no Whig victory. 

Sir, I deny the position in fact and in princple. 
I deny that the fact that the Federalists have a 
majority in the present Lez‘s'ature is any evicence 
that a majority of the peop!e of New Jersey are in 
favor of the certificate m:mbers, and I deny thata 
majority of the voters cf New Jersey have placed 
a Federal majority in the Legislature. I acknow- 


“‘Jedge that there is a Federal majority in the Legis- 


lature, and I will account for it. Members of 
Congressin New Jersey are elected by general 
ticket. Members of the Legislaiure and of the 
Council are elected by ccunties and districts. 

The Federalists have had the escendancy in the 
State Legislature for two years, and itisa well known 
fact that no small part of their time and ingenuity 
have been devoted to districting the State so as to 
favor their party, and always secure a Federal ma- 
jority in the Legislature; and so well have they 
succeeded thata Federal Legi-lature may be, and 
has been, elected by the present district system, 
while there is a large majority of Demecratic vo- 
ters in the State. Sir, as I have not taken a posi- 
tion, nor asseried a fact, but what 1 have or can 
maiatain, so I proceed to maintain this, viz: that 
so far from the. Governor being sustained in h's 
corrupt course, al overwhelming majority of the 


people of New Jersey have expressed their disap- 
probation and indignation at it. Sir, the increased 
Demccratic majority, of the recent elections, over 
the Democratic majority of 1838, is near two thou- 
sand votes. Here is the proof; here are the facts 
and figures; read for yourself. Here is a table 
which shows the Democratic majorities and Whig 
majorities in the several counties, in 1838 and 
1839. Here they are; you can run and read: 


1838. 
Dem. maj. Whig. maj. Dem. maj. Whig maj 
Bergen, 351 225 
Passaic, 106 254 
Essex, 1015 1561 
Morris, 154 224 
Sussex 1033 1639 
Warren, 2375 955 
Hunterdon, 2226 934 
Somerset, 168 150 
Middlesex, 76 268 
Mercer, £45 209 
Monmouth, 515 228 
Burlington, 325 525 
Gleucester, 273 505 
Atlantic, 230 162 
Sa'em, 144 
Cumberland, 29 
Cape May, 125 265 
6874 2516 4179 4041 
2516 4041 À 
4353 138 
Democratic majority in 1838 - 4179 
Á a“ “ 1839 - 6874 
Showing a gain in favor of 1839 of 2675 


There may be some errors in the published 
returns, from which these abstracts are taken, but 
none to vary the estimated majority materially. 
Bat farther, sir, in many of the countics having 
large minorities of Democratic voters no test was 
made; the Whig candidates were not opposed, and 
of course, the Democratic votes not polled. It is 
justly presumed, that if there had been opposing 
candidates in: every instance, the popular Demo- 
cratic majority would have been over four thou- 
sand. What has become of your vaunted asser- 
tion, now, sir, “that the people of New Jersey in their 


recent elections have sustained the Governor amd his . 


Council.” These tables show. 

Sir, the Governor in his so called opinion to 
the Privy Council—though it better deserves the 
cognomen of a paltry, whining, pining, hypocritical 
apology to the community, for the fraud he has 
practised upon them—tI say, in that opinion, he 
submits and answers the following proposition: 


“But it will be asked with force and propriety, is a 


candidate to lose his seat in Congress, because 
a county clerk does not make a return of the votes? 
Certainly not. If, through inadvertence, or by de- 
sign, any votes-have not been 1eturned by the 
clerks, it is inthe power of the House of Represent- 
atives, in their discretion, to allow those vutes, and 
give the seat to the person who with those votes 
may be elected,” &c. Now, sir, it will be re- 
membered that the Governor, in another part of 
his opinion, says that he can act only ow the re- 


‘turns that are made in time. He cannot look 


behind the clerks’ returns, etc. but recommends 
the contestors—whom, he admits, have “a majority 
of all the votes in the State,” and that he has the te- 
turns before him, which show the fact, but he can 


- only act on those that have been made in time— 


to apply to the House of Representatives for relief, 
etc. Well, sir, the contcs‘ors are here, and make 
the advised application; and how have they been 
me? Why, sir, the Opposition, taking the cie 
from the Governor, say, we can do nothing for 
you; we can’t look behind the Governor's certificate. 
‘What incomparabie staff! what superlative so- 
phistry! ‘The only respect due to itis to treat’ it 
with the contempt it merits, and that is silence. Sir, 


' Tthink New Jersey is “sold to the Dutch.” No, 


not to the Datch—I wish it was—the Datch are 
Democratic. Swamped in the vocative! Hee's 
over headtin thefFederal mire! The State districted 
so as at all times to secure a Federal majority in 
the Legis'ature and Council. And now for hg 
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wers of the Legislature. What are they? Why, 
by the Constitution of New Jersey, the Legislature 
makes the Governor, and to them alone is he re- 
sponsible; the Legislature makes the Judiciary; the 
Legislature makes the county clerks, and the Coun- 
cil, or so many of them as the Governor may see 
proper to select, (not less than three,) makes the 
Governor’s Privy Council. What prospects have 
the Democracy of ever raising their heads, though 
their majority at this time of the popalar vote per- 
haps is not less than four thousand. 

A Federal Legislature will always make a Fede- 
ral Governor; a Federal Governor will always ex- 
pend his patronage on Federalists; a Federal Go- 
vernor will always select a Federal Council; a 
Federal Council will always advise the advance- 
ment of Federal men, Federal measures, and Fede- 
ral institutions; a Federal Legislature will make 
all their appointments of judges and county clerks 
from the creatures of their own party, and they 
will never fail to carry down the principle to ap- 
pointments within their gift. What have you left 
new? Why, you have but one standard around 
which you can rally—one loop on which to hang a 
hope—the name of but ore State official Democrat 
todvell upon your lips, and that name is James 
D. Westcott, Secretary of State; and just as soon 
as his time expires, he will walk the chalk, for he, 
too, is elected by the Legislature. The only rem- 
nant of practical franchise you have left, is the 
power you have to elect by general ticket your 
Representatives to Congress. But do not be flat- 
tered with this hope; it is an id'e dream, a vain 
delusion, and will avail you nothing; for if you 
succeed in giving your Democratic candidates “a 
majority of all the voles,” a Federal county clerk 
will retuse to make returns in time, a Federal Go- 
yernor will, in violation of the law, refuse to 
send for them, and they not being returned 
in time, he will not act on them. “He cannot look 
behind the clerk’s returns.” He will give the certi- 
ficates to the Federal candidates, who bave a ma- 
jority of votes returned in time. Your Demoratic 
candidates who may have “a majority of all the 
votes,” in conformity with your constitutional 
rights, will attend with certified copies of the poll 
books, showing that they have been elected by a 
clear and undisputed majority; but they- will be 
met at the threshold of this hall, and told—gentle- 
men, go home, we can do nothing fer you, we 
cannot look behind the Governor’s certificate and 
the broat seal. Demccrats of New Jersey, have 
you really thought of your situation? If you have 
hot, it is time for you to wake up and do yoarslves 
justice—it is due to yourselves that you should do 
so. Itis due to the services and memory of yoar 
ancestors; but above-all, it is due to those who will 
come after you, that you transmit to them the free- 
dom of the elective franchise, as pure and unem- 
barrased as it des-ended to you. 
` Sir, had I the voice of thunder, I would speak 
in peals, to the ear of every lover of human }.berty 
in New Jersey, to rally to the standard of his con- 
stitational and equal right, and nerve himse!f to the 
overthrow of Federal de-potism, that is now over- 
shadowing the free institutions of his State, and 
correpting the fountains of the elective franchise. 

Sr, appeal after appeal, and appeals upon ap- 
peals, have been made to the State rights pa'ty 
here; and they asked, in pretended and hypocriti- 
cal patriotic tones, if they will stand by and see the 
broad seal of a State mutilated, and her sovereignty 
dishonored. The State Rights party has teen vo- 
ciferated already, until it has become a hackneyed 
paa I suppose the State Rights party are to 
‘be the jacks upon which every demagogical trash 
18 to be packed during this session. Sir, I have 
Riven some little attention to the subject of State 
Righ's doctrines, and my application has led me to 
the conclusion, 

1. That the Federal Government can exercise 


No power not expressly authorized by the Consti- 
tution. = 


2. That the States 
Tally wrong) which 
by the Constitution. 

3. That the Government has no power to raise 
arevenue to the amount of one dollar over and 
thove what is wanted for the support of the Go- 


can do every thing (not mo- 
is not expressly prohibited 
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veroment, in the exercise of the powers for which 
it was created. 

4. That the Federal Government was formed 
for the purposes of national defence, as well to the 
suppression of internal dissensions as foreign inva- 
sion, and for no other. 

5. That, in the formation of laws for the pur- 
poses of revenue, the strictest principles of equality 
should be sacredly observed; and no system should 
be established which would, in its operations, be- 
nefit one part of the Union to the injury of another. 

6. That whatever powers the Federal Govern- 
ment pcssesses were surrendered by the States, and 
are limited within the letter of the Constitution, 
which is the evidence of that surrender. 

7. That whatever powers were not7so expressly 
surrendered, were reserved to the people and the 
States. 

8. That a violation of any or all of these prin- 
cipies, isa vioiation of the Constitution—an in- 
fringement of the rightsofthe people, anda sub- 
version of the free iustitutions and sovereignty of 
the States affected by such violation. 

9. That the sovereignty of a State consists in the 
fall enjoyment on the part of the people of all pow- 
ers, civil and religious, not surrendered to the 
Federal Government; and more [especially the 
free exercise and full benefit of that most valuable 
and sacred of all principles, the freedom of the 
elective franchise. 

10. That,.in the constitutional exercise of power 
by this. House, over the returns, qualifications, and 
elections of its members, the inviolable preservation 


of free sufrage should be its first and highest ob- , 


ject, as the only means by which the rights of the 
people can be secured, in the exercise of their so- 
vereignty. And these, sir, are Moses and the ten 
commandments, which I have extracted from the 
sacred book of State rights. 

Now, sir, if these are State Rights doctrines I 
am a State R gùts man; and I hereby attach my 
band, and affix my seal, and swear upon the altar 
to maintain them. But I have yet to learn that the 
sovereignty of a Slate, and the freedom and inde- 
pendence of her people, have their existence in the 
certificate of a Governor, which is no more than 
prima facie evidence of a fact, sometimes of a false- 
hood, and his seal, which only evidences his official 
character. This isa new and late addition to the 


. doctrine uf State Rights, and I undertake to say 


not recogni ed as orthodox by the party; and, sir, 
cal's upon the State Rights party to sustain such 
a doctrine as this, will be as vain as the call of 
Dives upon Lazarus.. They wiil be unanswered 
by every State Rights man who properly under- 
stands‘the creed of h's profession, and whose doc- 
trines are not in market. i 

Sir, the deadly stab that the free suffrage has re- 
ceived by the hand of Governor Pennington and 
his Privy Council is not confned in its operations 
and withering effects to the people and the institu- 
tions of New Jersey; it is general and wide in its 
operations; it spreads pestilence, sickne<s, death, 
and desolation to the elective franchise and free in- 
stitutions of other States and other people. So in- 
terwoven and identified are the principles, political 
and civil, of all the States and people of this broad 
spread Union, and such is the uniformity of prin- 
ciple upon which they are based, thata violation 
of any one native or political right or privilege of 
a fundamental character never fails to have a cor- 
respond:ng effect upon the whole, and more espe- 
cially when so important and vital a principle as 
that of the elective franchise receives a wound, the 
whole political frame, Federal and State, is for a 
time palsied. ‘Why is it that we have a volcanic 
agitation here, whenever any order is attempted to 
be taken in beha'f of mcdern Abolitionism? It is 
not because gentlemen who repreent the South or 
the slave States feel an abstract interest in favor of 
the perpetuity of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, or the bondage of the enslaved population 
within it. No; I have no doubt but what their 
private and individual feelings are against both; 
but it is because they look upon the effort to abo- 
lish slavery in the District as an Cfficious inter- 
meddling on the part of those who are attempting 
it, incompatible with the. reserved rights and scve- 
reigaty of the States, anda direct effort of the people 
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of other States to overthrow the institutions of theirs. 
They look upon it, and not without reason and just 
Suspicien, as an entering wedge to the introduction 
of other innovations, and the exercise of other 
powers, that may control and prostrate the insti- 
tutions of the South which may notbe fashionable in 
the North; and if entertained here, they have ro 
where to leok for security but in their own strength. 
God knows, and my readers know, who have read 
me, that I am no friend to slavery, but I am a 
friend to the duration of this Union; and knowing, 
as I do, and as all know, that this Union can be 
perpetuated in no other way than by a strict adhe- 
rence to the letter of the Constitution, the nar- 
rowest possible exercise of Federal powers, the 
broadest security of State sovereignty, and the 
most sacred observance of the conditions upcn 
which this Government was established, I must 
ever feel my highest duty to sustain the later, 
while I have only the right and the feeling to de- 
plore and lament the former. Whenever it is the 


: expressed wish of the people of the District of Co- 


lumbia to abolish slavery within its limits, it will 
gratify the most noble feeling of my heart to do my 
part to carry out that wish; but, unul then, 1 be- 
lieve we have about as much right to iaterfere with 


i; Slavery here as we have to legislate on the mise- 


rable condition and slavish bondage of the serfs of 
Russia, or the boors of Denmark. 

Yes, sir, the causes that give ise to the watchful 
jealousy of the South, in relation to the workings 
of modern Abolitionism, illustrates the medium 
through which the elective franchise, throughout 
this Union, has been wounded by the stab given 
by Governor Pennington and his Privy Council. 

But softly, gentlemen of the South—you of the 
modern Whig order. Your hurricanes on the intro- 
duction of Abolitionism must come down to genile 
wiads and soft showers. Your late Harrisburg 
Federal National Republican Whig Conventioa 
has imposed on you, if not an Abolition candidate 
fcr the next Presidency, a candidate of the Abolition 
party, and with them you are ranked to fight 
shoulder and elbow; so if itis your desire to con- 
quer, you must be moderate and yielding with your 
new friends. 

r. Speaker, ours is aGovernment of the people. 
That is to say, the people govern. They govern by 
their representative, their judicial, their ministe- 
rial, and their executive officers. The officers cf 
these different classes are but the political and pub- 
lic servants of the people. and the people are ther 
sovereign principals or political masters. Prior to 
the establishment of our Goverment the capacity of 


; man to govern himself, in a political sense, was a 
, great problem, which had never been fairly and 


fully solved. The Repubiics, as they were called, 
of Carthage, of Greece, of Rome, and some others 
of the old wor'd, were, in a republican sense, of 
but a limited character. - 

The right of suffrage was not enjoyed to its full 
extent. ‘There were various despotic and aristo- 
cratic restraints, checks, aad balances thrown 
around and interwoven in all their political institu- 
tions, incompatible with a free government cf the 
people. Under the governmen's of the old. world, 


-there were no people who ma-ntained longer their 


free. institw'ions, such as they were, than did the 
Carthaginians. None were better balanced and 
secured with checks than were the political institu- 
tions. of that Republic. Yet their constitutions, 
customs, and laws contained within themselves 
the seeds of destruction, and the principal of these 
were the restraints aupen the freedom of the elte- 
tive franchise and the circumscribed rigat of the 
people to hold offices.. The possession of praperty 
constituted the qualifications in both cases. 
The consequence was, that patriotism, talpnts 
and. virtue were disregarded or overlooked, ‘which 


- was Sufficient of itself to seduce and corrupt. the 


whole community, ard prostrate whatever national 
freedom they enjoyed. It was the abuse of. the 
elective franchise, and the restraints thrown arpund 
it, that finally subverted the Government. It was 
the same restraints, and the same abuse, Adele 
enabled the overgrown nobles to oppress the pub S 
liberty of Athens, Syracuse, Corioth, oe ae 

overthrew Rome itself, under Scylla and are 
Rome long struggled with the powers ct wealth, 
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bribery and corruption practised by the patricians, 
and those in power and those s'riving to obtain 

wer. Butat last, by reckless ambition, and re- 
gardiess violation of that palladium of liberty, 
the elective franchise, she was overcome and sacri- 
ficed at their shrine. Her death struggle survived 
four hundred years. What must have been her 
strength in her vigor of health? Our gallant and 
brave ancestors, who founded this Government 
upon their own victories, gained on fields of 
blood, were not ignorant of the history of the 
world of man, and of the subversion and downfall 
of all the Republics that had ever existed before 
them. They were familiar with the melancholy 
tale that disclcsed the fatal effects of a limited suf- 
frage and the abuses of the elective franchise by 
the boundless and reckless ambition of those 
in power, and those in pursuit of power. 

They e-tablished a free Government of the pec- 
ple with a trembling hand and fearful apprehen- 
sions. Hence the apostolic, paternal and patriotic 
care with which our political fabric is framed; 


heace the jealous care with which all its parts are | 
guarded; and none were intended to be guarded | 
with so much vigilance as that of suffrage, and the | 


free exercise of the el:ctive franchise—knowing, 


as they did, and as experience will prove, that the | 


duration of the work of their hands, and the per- 
petuity of the human ‘liberty they had purchased 
with ther blood and toil, must depend upon the 
sacred and inviolate preservation of that franchise 


in its pristine parity. Sir, a due reverence for the i 


Revolutionary spirit that walks (though unseen) 
amongst us—a reverence for the memory of the 
patriots of that Revolution which overthrew the 
crown, and broke the crosier that enslaved the 
body and imprisoned the soul—a proper regard to 
our own lh ghest interests, and above all, that 
sacred obl gation that rests upon us to transmit to 
those who are to come after us uncontam nated 
the boon which has been transmitted to us—im- 
periously demand that we shonld suffer no vio- 
lence to that most sacred of all our institations, 
the elective franchise. But, sir, in the face of 
these obligations, which we have no power to can- 
cel at our own will, we have seen fearful and 
alarming innovations as well opon the domains of 
the Constitution as upon the freedom of the elec- 
tive franch’se. Sir, we have seen this Govern- 
ment shaken with earthquake violence, from its cen- 
tre to its cireamfersnee, and our free insti‘utions 
reel and touer lke a drunken man, by a recke-s 
disregard of the sanctity of the Constitution, and 
violatng the freedom of the rght of suffrage. 
Avarice, ambition, and a love of power—which in 
their nature are reckless as to every other interest 
except their own—have been the instruments by 
which all Republics that have gone before us have 
been prostrated and consigned 'o the dust. 

Sir,at the formation of our Government, there 
wasa party who denied to the people the integrity, 
jotelligence, stability, and virtue necessary for 
self-goveroment. Sir, such a denial is a slander 
upon the hamdn family, and degrading to him who 
makes it; bat such was the fact. And the same 
party have, from the commencement of our na- 
tional career, to this time, been unsparing in their 
efforts to carry oat in principle,what they had not the 
power to establish ‘n practice, viz: any thing but a 
Republican Government, free institutions, and equal 
rights. It was said by the same party, that all the 
Republics had been overthrown by the seditions of 
the people, and ours would share the same fate; 
and such would be the fate of every Government 
of the many. Not so, sir; they have a'l been over- 
thrown by the ambition, avarice, and love of 
power of the few—for want of a sufficient portion of 
the control of Government in the hands of the 
many. Sir, that same aristocratic spirit which has 
ever characterzied a want of confidence in the vir- 
tue and intelligence of the people, and a disregard 
for their political rights has been boldly manifested 
in this contest, in the unexampled and desperate 
effurt to recure seats in this Congress, to the mem- 

bers of Governor Pennington, and his Privy Coun- 
cil, tothe exclusion of the members of th: sove- 
reign people of New Jersey. 


Mr. Speaker, I am no advocate for capital pu- 
nishment. J have been disposed to doubt the right 
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of any Government, or any political human esta- 
blishment or association, to inflict it. I have been 
induced to give much weight and character to that 
dixit of the Almighty, by the mouth of his prophet, 
that “vengeance is mine.” But if there is any crime 
of which man is capable, for which death ought to 
be inflicted, it is that of treason against his Govern- 
ment; and if there is any grade or comparison in 
treason, it seems to me that a wilful and corrupt 
violation of the elective franchise is superlative trea- 
son. Ifthereisany one crime against the Go- 
vernment involving a principle of treason more 
alarming and dangerous than another, itis such a 
violation. If there is any one crime of treason that 
more deserves the curse of God, and the universal 
execration of man, more than another, it is the 
treaconable crime of violating the purity of the 
elective franchise, and uampling in the dust the 
voice of a free people. 

Mr. Speaker, since the organ‘zation of our Go- 
ve7nment there never has been so flagrant an 
abuse of the elective privilege presented for the 
consideration of this House, or any other legisla- 
tive body. Itis the right of this body to take such 
order as the extremity of the case demands. It is 
the duty of the House, as far as possible, to pre- 
vent the repetition of such a case hereafter. 
The workers of this base iniquity should receive 
the brand of infamy that should point them out to 


' all living, as execrable ontcasts, while they are 
` permitted to linger out their degraded lives, and 


stamp their memory indelibly with infamy through 
all time to come, as an example to the reckless 


' wretch who might so far forget his sacred obliga- 


i: tions as to be disposed to perpetrate a like treason. 


Our duties to the injured, insulted, and outraged 
people of New Jersey, demand that we should 
take such an order. The obligations we owe 
to ourselves, in common w.th those we represent, 
and those who are to follow us, demand it. The 
Constitution, and the solemn oath we have 
taken to support that Constitution, and defend 
it inviolate, demand it; and, above all, the 
obligation of patriotism, religion, and morality, 
which we have made uncompromising by our 
approach to the throne of eternal justice and 
divine accountability, when we took the solemn 
oath, in the presence of God, and confirmed it wit 
uplifted hands cr the kiss of His holy word, binds 
us to take such order as shall forever again pre- 
tect the ha‘lowed caus2 of the elective franchise 
from the pollute l footstep of the betrayer of human 
liberty, and co'rnpt aud reckless demagogve. 
Let us, therefore, this time, divest our skirts of that 
party spirit which seems to have overshadowed the 
brightest prospects of our country, and swallowed 
in its vortex thos2 religivns, moral, and patriotic 
ob'igations, upon the sacre] observance of which 


i alone rest the duration of our Government and 


the stabilitiy of our free institutions, and with 
one voice and with one action meet the’ care, 
and dispose of it as the highest interest of gar com- 
mon country demands. F 


SPEECH OF MR} DROMGOOLE, 


In the House of Representafivee, Dec 
Qn the New Jersey digputed elegtion, ia reply to 
Mr. Serceant, of Pegusylvanig. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE observed that he had not, 
at any preliminary stage of the proceedings on the 
subject of the New Jersey elgttion, gone into the 
merits of the controversy, beghuse he believed that 
the whole discussion hegetqfore had been prema- 
ture, and could have no\sther effect than to pre- 
judge the matter in dispute, and to forestall the 
opinions of the House and of the public, before the 
evidence was submitted to a regular and impartial 
examination. His opinion had been, from the 
first, that they ought to go into an investigation of 
this question of disputed right to seats in this Hall 
by a committee, who should make report. of the 
facts and the evidence adduced in support of 
them. That then both parties—both sets of claim- 
ants should be permitted to appear at the bar, 
shou!d be heard ia defence and vindication of their 
respective claims—according to the language used 
in the British House of Commons, should deliver 
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their cases, ore tenus; after which this House should 
solemaly and impartially exercise the power con- 
ferred by the Constitution of judging of the elec- 
tions, returns, and qualifications. But gentlemen on 
the other side seemed desirous to jump over all in- 
quiry, to reject from their view and their con- 
sideration all conflicting and adversary testimony, 
and arbitrari'y restricting themse!ves to the com- 
missions of the Governor of New Jersey, to decide 
that those who held them should take their seats 
as a matter of course, and without question. They 
were called upon to decide that these commissions 
were conclusive, as to the right of the gentlemen to 
take their seats, and that, therefore, the right to 
qualify and take seats cannot be controverted. And 
gentlemen had also urged, in all the previous dis. 
cussions, the imperfect state of the organization of 
the House, as a reas*n why it could not enter into 
any examination affecting the validity of these 
commissions. It was boldly assumed that, although 
assembled here in our appropriate place of meet- 
ing, at the time pescribed by the Constitution and 
the law, and that aithough the House is to be com- 
posed of members chosen by the people of the seve- 
ral States, yet that any person holding a commission 
or retarn, in the form prescribed by the law of the 
State to be given to those elected by the people, 
may, of tight, conclusive and unquestionable, take 
his seat, and participate in the organization; and 
that after, and not before the organization, may 
you inquire how this certificate or commission was 
obtained, and whether it has been truly given, ac- 
cording to the result of the election. 


But gentlemen can no longer avail themselves 
of the difficulty arising from want of organiza- 
tion. Weare, said Mr. D. organized; we have a 
Speaker to preside over our deliberations; we have 
taken the oath preserib d to us by the Const.tution; 
and surely there wou'd seem to be no obstacle to 
preveat us from making a full examination of all 
the evidence, and of deciding the case upon its 
merits. Although fully convinced that it wascom- 
petent for the. Honse to decide immediately, dis- 
pensing with the iniervent:on of a committee, yet 
he believed thatsuch a course would be prema- 
ture, and not so well calcalated to promote fai.- 
ness and impartiality, as to await an examination 
into all the facts and evidence by a committee, 
and their report thereupon. With such impres- 
sions of the proper mode of action, Mr. D. said 
he would not thea go into an examination of the 
whole question; but some of the propositions of 
the learned geutleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Sreceant,] were, to his mind, so abhorrent to the 
principles of the Constitution, and so contrary to 
the current of precedents, ‘hat he felt constrained 
to meet them at the threshold. He undzis'ood 
that gentleman to maintain that he could only look 
to the State of New Jersey, in this instance, acting 
in its corporate or organic capacity. Now he ut- 
terly denied that the doctrines of the genileman 
were in accordance. with the Cons'i ution, and he 
called upon him to look into that instrament itself 
to see what authority it gave for that assumption. 


Before, however, going into an examination of 
this part of the gentieman’s argument, he would 
premise a few remarks, in order that they might 
arrive at a better understanding of the subject. 
We often, said Mr. D. avoid much confusion, and 
reason with more precision, when we understand 
alike the terms which we use, and, in the course 
of debate, attach te them the same meaning, It 
was known to the Speaker, who, from his infancy, 
had beer educated in the political school of the 
State Rights party, who had ever, with them, maine 
tained that the States are parties to the Federal 
compact—that this term, “State,” is used in three 
different senses. He would respectfully refer gen- 
tlemen to the celebrated report of Mr. Madison, 
made to the Legislature of Virginia, in explanation 
and vindication of the resolutions which had, at 
the previous session, been offered by John Taylor, 
of Caroline. The term “State,” said Mr. D. some- 
times meant the territory comprehended within 
certain geographical limits. We speak of the 
boundaries of a State, and we speak of going into 


“Virginia or Maryland. It sometimes meant the 


whole machinery of the State Governments, 
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through the agency of which the affairs of the State, 
or political community thus organized, were con- 
ducted and administered. It also meant the people 
composing the political communities within their 
respectively defined limits. The people, within 
the territorial limits, respectively, constilute an 
independent political community. In this sense, 
this political community is a sovereiga State, and 
in this sense, each sovereign State is a party to the 
Federal compact. The term “State,” therefore, 
was sometimes applied to territory; sometimes to 
the organized Sta'e Government, (and t.eu we 
view it acting in its erganic form,) and sometimes 
to the people, in their high and sovereign cha- 
racter. 
in their organic forms, whatever they might have 
been under the articles of Confederation, are not 
parties to the compact, from which are derived all 
the powers of the Federal Government. Ths 
States of New Jersey, Virginia, and the other 
members of this Confederacy, in their sovereign 
capacity, the people, who inhabit certain defined 
territories, who compose free- and independent 
communities, are parties to the Federal compact, 
which they, in the exercise of their sovereignty, 
adopted and ratified.* Do not tell me then [said 
Mr. D.) that we are opposed to State Rights, when 
we contend that the organic form of a State shall 
not be substituted for its real sovereignty; when we 
maintain that the operations of the machinery of 
the State Government sba!l not be employed to 
defeat or misrepresent the will of the sovereign 
people, in cases, in which this House, by a solemn 
compact, between all the parties, is constituted 
sole judge. 

With these distinctions in view, he would re- 
spectfally invite the attention of the distinguished 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to the identical lan- 
guage employed by the Constitation: “The House 
of Representatives shall be composed of members 
chosen every second year.” By whom, sir? By 
the States, acting as organic bodies—known to us 
only in the capacity of organic bodies? No, sir: 
bat “by the people of the several States.” And 


how, sir, take this provision of the Constitution in `- 


connection with the passage read by the gentle- 
man, (Mr. SeraranT:] “The number of Repre- 
sentatives shall not exceed one for every thirty 
thousand, but each Stafe shall have at least one 
Representative; and, until such enumeration shall 
be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be 
entitled to choose three, Massachusetts eight,” &c. 
Here, then, it is said that the “States” shall choose 


aeea 


` #Since the delivery of the above remarks, re- 
course has been had to Mr. Madison’s Report, and 
an extract is here subjoined containing the com- 
mentary upon that part of Taylor’s thi d resolation 
which expresses that the States are parties to the 
Constitution or compact. ‘The other position in- 
volved in this branch of the resolution, namely, 
‘that the States are parties te the Constitu ior or 
compact,’ is, in the jadgment of the committee, 
equally free from cbjection. Itis indeed true, that 
the term ‘States’ is sometimes used in a vague 
sense, and sometimes in different sense:, according 
to the ‘subject to which it is applied. Thus, it 
sometimes means the separate sections of territory 
occupied by the political societies within each; 
Pioa the particular governments, ‘established 
thoe societies; semetimes those societies, as or- 
ganized into those particular governments; and 
lastly, it means the people composing those poli- 
tical societies, in their highest sovereign capacity. 
Although it might be wished that the perfection of 
anguage admitted less diversity in the signification 
of the same words, yet lit le inconvenience is pro- 
duced by it, where the true sense can be collected 
With certainty from the different applications. In 
the present instance, whatever different construc- 
tion of the term ‘States’ in the resolution may 
have been entertained, all will at least concur in 
that last mentioned; because, in that sense, the 
Constitution was submitted to thè ‘States;’ in that 
on the States’ ratified it; and in that sense of 
e term ‘States,’ they are consequen'ly parties to 


compact from which the powers of the Federal 
vernment resalt,”? i 


State Governments, as such, the States | 
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Representatives; and in the passage which he (Mr. 
D.) had previously cited, it is dec’ared that the 
members shall be chosen by the people of the severa! 
States. The term “State,” therefure, is not used, 
as is contended by the gentleman, to denote a 
mere organic body; but the term “State” (in 
speaking of the representation to which it is enti- 
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tled) means the people composing the political | 


society, in their highest sovereign capacity—in ` 


that capacity in which the “State” became a member 


of the compact, and, as a member of the com- . 


pact, under its terms and provisions, became en- 
tit'ed to its apportionment of representation. With 
respect to the Senate, the Constitution says “The 
Sena'e of the United States shall be composed of 


| two Senators from each State, chosen by the Le- 


gislature thereof,” &c. Here (said Mr. D.) is 


shown the distinction between the two bodies. The | 


House of Representatives is based upon the doc- 
trine of popular representation—a direct and im- 
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tested by Thomas Spalding, who based his right 
upon the ground ihat it was the daty of the House 
to go back to the returns of the votes of Tatnall, 
Liberty, and Camden, which had not reached the 
Executive in time to be counted; that they were 
not precluded from so doing by the Governor's cer- 
tificate, because it was not conclusive evidence, but 
prima facie only. The House maintained the right 
of Spalding, adjudged him the contested seat, be- 


| cause he had obtained a majority of all the votes 


given in the district, which fact was made to ap- 
pear by procuring the returns or evidence of tne 
state of the polis in tne omitted counties. The 


_ House therefore decided that they were not re- 


mediate representation of the people. This branch | 


of the Legislature therefore coustitutes a popular 


feature in the Federal Government, which, never- | 


theless, in its character, is mainly federative. But, 
in bestowing on it this feature of popular repre- 
sentation, the distinction of separate State seve- 
reignties is still preserved, for the members are to 


be chosen “by the peopleof the several States;” thus, ` 


even in a direct popular representation, carefully 
excluding the idea of consolidation. 
venerable colleague (alluding to Mr. TALIAFERRO) 
smile; he hoped it was the smile of approbation, 


for, in former times, (said Mr. D.) he fully con- | 
curred in these great doctrines of the State Rights l 


party. 


In looking into the “returns” of the New Jersey 


elections, even if we should go behind the great 
seal, we shall be guilty neither of a violation of the 
Constitution, nor of the rights of the State of New 
Jersey; but, on the contrary, in contending for the 
right uf the people to elect their Representatives, 


j and in denying the power of the Governor, by vir- 


tue of commissions, even with the broad seal at- 


tached, to substitute in their stead’ those not “‘cho- | 
sen,” we are vindicating the rights ofthe State as ` 


a sovereign member of the Confederacy, and are 


He saw his | 


carrying out the Federal compact in its fullest ex- 


tent, and according toits true interpretation. We 
inquire, whom have the people elected to) repre- 
sent them—whom have they “chosen” as ‘‘men.- 
bers” of this House? and whether the persons, thus 
chosen as members, have been duly returned? And, 
in so doing, we commit no encroachment upon a 
sovereign State, but we exercise, on our part, a 
clear Constitutional power, to prevent its rights 
from becoming a sacrifice to the ignorance, mis- 
takes, or frauds of ruturning officers. He shou!d 


like to know (said Mr. D.) from the learned | 


gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Sercrant,) 
or from any other member, wnere itis that any 


authority can be found to sustain the assump- | 


tion that the House of Representatives can- 


not go behind the commissions of the Governor of | 


New Jersey with the great seal of Sta'e, in decid- 
ing upon the elections, returns, and qualifications 
of its members. 


laws, or in precedents found in parliamentary prác- 
tice. He contended that the word “returns” was 
general in iis import; that it embraced ail the re- 
turns throughout the State, and carried with it 
every question properly connected with them. We 
have, said he, as much right to inqui:e into the re- 
turns of the vores of Millv:l’e and South Amboy, 
which were suppressed by the clerks, as into the 
commissions granted by the Governor. If gentle- 
men doubted this, he would cite for them abundant 
and satisfactory authority from precedents of this 
Hoase. Mr. D. here referred to the ease of Spald- 


ing and Meade, a case of contes‘ed e'ection irem | 
the State of Georgia, decided in the first session{of | 


the ninth Congress. In this case, under the laws 
of the State of Georgia, the votes were required to 
be returned within a limited time. The vites of 
three entre counties were not returned within the 
time prescribed by law, and the Governor felt it to 
be his duty to sem up those actually returned, and 
to give the certificate of election to Cowles Meade, 
who had obtained a majority. The seat was con- 


He wholly denied that there : 
was any such authority in the Constitution or | 


` that, 
: they had jurisdiction of ‘the whole subject of re- 


stricted to the final return of the Governor, but 


under the power to judge of the “ returns,” 


turns, the primary and intermed.ate returns as well 
as the ultimate. All the reiurns are links in the 
same chain; they are component parts of the 
whole. The laws of New Jersey require “ returns ” 
to be made from the different precincts to the coun- 
ty clerks. They require the county clerks to make 
“returns” of the aggregate vote of each county ; 
and they require the Governor to sum up all the 
“ r. turns,” and to grant ‘* commissions’ ’of election 
to the persons having the majority of the whole 
number of votes. The House, as we have seen, 
gave Spalding the seat, counting the votes held 
back, and holding that it was their right and duty 
to do so, and that it was immaterial whether the 
omission of the State authorities was caused by 
the act of God, or was the result of fraud, acci- 
dent, or any thing else. 

In conformity with th’s precedent, this House 
will go back and look into all the “returns” from 
the precincts, trace them through the county “re- 
turns” into the Executive chumber, and inquire if 


j all have been transmitted, if ihey have bren cor- 


rectly summed up, and if those having, in fact, re- 
ceived a majority of votes, have also received the 
Governor’s commission. 

Mr. D. also referred to the case of David Bard 
of Pennsylvania, decided in the fir.t session of the 


| Fouita Congress. It does not appear that his seat 


was contested; but there was an investigation into 
the facts of the case. The judges of elections 
failed to meet and make their return in November, 
as required by law; but they did meet in May fol- 
lowing and make return of Bard; “held that th’s 
irregular.ty did not vitiate the election or 1etarn;” 
and the committee ta'e, “hat, in consequence of 
the informality of the said return, it being the Ist 
May, instead.of the 15th November, the commit- 
tee have ca led for and obtained the several county 


‘| returns, on which the dis'rict return was founded, 
, and have made an estimate of the votes, as they 
| appear trom those re urns.” . According to the es« 


timate made from those primary returns, ıt appeared 
that David Bard had the greatest number of votes; 
and the House sustained the report of the commit- 


tee, declaring that he was entitled to. his seat. 


Here it was decided that the fa lure to make 1e- 
turn in due t'me does not affect the right to a seat; 
and that re:ort may be had to the primary returns 
to asceriain the fact of election. Ae 

Mr. D. next referred to the case of John Ri- 
chards of Pennsylvania, which also occurred in the 
first session of the Fou.th Congress, Amongst 
other things, it was settled in this case that “the 
returns of votes, though net made within the time 
required by the State law, are not cn that account 
to be rejected, ‘provided the opportunity ‘has been: 
allowed the State authorities to act’ upon them.” 
Now, sir, (said Mr. D ) according to this case, if 
the returns of the vo'es given at Millville and 
South Amboy ever reached the Executive of New 
Jersey before the time at which he was requiréd to 
cast up the votes and issue his commissions, ak 
though after the time prescribed to the county offi 
cers to make return, they “ought to have teen re- 
ceived and estimated w th the other retorns.” And 
if the Governor has failed thus to receive and ae 
mate votes, and in conseqnence of such falia o 
omissicn, refuses or neglects to grant a cern bee 

; uld have n 

to those who, by such estıma'e, WO to the princi- 
entitled to it, their rights, accordin 5 wrsjadice. 
ples of the case just cited, suffer no p 
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_ Mr. D. also referred to the case of Matlory and 
Merrill, which occurred in the first session of the 
Six‘eenth Congress. Andin that case, amongst 
other matters, it was settled that “votes fairly given 
toa party, may be counted in his favor, though 


they have never been returned to the proper Siate | 
authorities, the default of a return not bein? |: 
: “returas” made by officers holding the elections at 


chargeable upon such party.” 

Mr. D said that he took no pleasure in speaking 
harshly of the Governor of a sovereign State; that 
he would forbear any minute examination of the 
duties or conduct of Governor Pennington; and 
that he should refrain from all censorious com- 
ment. He should admit, forthe sake of argament— 


and gentlemen, in argument, were welcome to | 


make the most of this admission—that the Governor, 
under the law of New Jersey, could not have 
acted otherwise, and that he was constrained to 
give the commissions upon an estimate made of 
the returns, excluding the votes of Millville and 
South Amboy. But he would emphatica'ly ask, if 
it was not both the right and duty of this House to 
count the votes so excluded? There were, he sup- 
posed, at least foriy cases in which it had been 
decided, that all the returns might be examined, 


and that voles regularly taken at the time, place, | 
anid ia the manner prescribed by law, ought to be | 
' votes duly received and counted. 
. New Jeisey have not been observed by her own 


estimated kere, although not returned in time by 
the State officers, or indeed not returned at 


all. And was it ever seriously maintained that | es | 0 l 
| ed by the proper officers within the time prescribed 


bylaw; if the Governor, entrusted with and required | 
to procure all the returns of all the votes, has failed | 
| or neglected to do his duty, or has innocently mis- - 
| conceived it, or has been prevented by defect of 
‘| law, then his commission is a misrepresentation of 


this exercise of the power of judginz of the returas 
was disrespectful to the States, and an encroach- 
ment upon their sovereigaty? Why, the House, 


in such cases, interposes its constitutional power | 


for the purpese of giving efficacy to the laws of the 
State and «f preventing them from being disre- 
garded. The Constitution dec'ares that “the times, 
placcs, and manner ef holding elections for Sena- 
tors and Representatives shall be prescribed in 
each State by the Legislature thereuf; but the Con- 
gress may, at any time, by law, make or alter 
such regulations, except as to the places of choos- 
ing Senaters.” 

' Now, it is readily conceded, that Congress, not 


having made or altered the regulations for choosing . 


Representatives, this House is bound to observe 
whatever statutes may have been enacted in the 
several States asto the time, the places, and the 
manner of holding elections for Representatives. 
‘When the qualified voters have, at the times and 
places prescribed by law, attended ani given in 
their votes, in the manner prescr.bed by law, you 
have then reached the point at which State legisla- 


tion, in reference to elections, ceases to be abso- ; 
Jutely binding, when it lozes its character of con- |: 


elusive obligation. 

After the votes have been thus received according 
to tte laws of the State, the election is completed; 
and it remains to ascertain the result, to learn who 
has been, in fact, elected. Here, then, commences 


the unrestricted Cons‘itational power of the Honse | 
“to judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications ' 
of its memters”—a power conferred by solemn 


compact between the several State:, to be exerc:sed 
for the purpose of preserving iaviolite the right of 
the people of each State to cho-se members every 
second year, having-the qualifisations required by 
the Constitution. 
reference io retaros are not enjoined by the Con- 


stitution, but. are voluntary directions, on their ` 
part, for the transmission of information to this : 
This House will pay a volun‘ary, a | 
cheerful respect, to such regulations; and will not |: 
permit a partial or eatire failure to comply with | 


Hoase. 


them, by State officers, to defeat an election. 
It was perfectly competent for this House, said 
Mr. D. in judging of the “returns,” to examine 


all the retu: ns—all the “returns” of officers holding || 
_ eleections—to compare them toge her—tosum upand | 
estimate ali the various “returns” embraced in the `; 
election—to inquire if the State officers have acca- | facie evidence;” he had not very recently consu ted 
r.tely summed up and estimated these various re- |! 
turns, and whether the ultimate certificate of retu:n | l Eran 
or commission conforms to the very fact, to the | first blu-h, on its first appearance or introduction; | 
i and was good only in the absence of other tesli- 


result as ascertained and derived from a careful 
examinatioa of the votes receive] and counted at 
the various places, at the prescribed time, and in 
the manner prescribed for holding election, by 
persons duly authorized. 


Toe r: gulations of ihe States in | t 
| sive right to take the seat. The right to take and hold 


_ Sir, said Mr. D. I think I have succeeded in 
showiog that it is the right and daty of this House, 
under its power to judge of “returns,” to examine 
and decide whether these certificates or commis- 
sions of the Governor, with the accompanying 
broad seal, confermed to the fact, as disclosed by 
an accurate and full estimate and addition of the 


the time, in the place, and in the manner prescribep 
by law. If so, then have I shown that it is not 


conclusive and sufficient that these certificates or ` 
commissions, with broad seals attached, should be : 


merely in the form prescribed by law, “leter for 
letter, and comma for comma,” but it is requ site, 
al-o, that they should embody the whole truth—the 
entire result of all the “returns” of all the votes 


` received and counted by proper officers. 


1f, from the act of God, from the fraud, negli- 


' gence, or mistake of State officers; if, from any | 


cause, this ultimate certificate or commission does 
not coincide with the result of all the returns of all 
the votes received and counted according to law, 
then may we impeach it, not for want of form, 
not for failing to agree, “letter for letter, and com- 
ma for comma,” with the requisite form, but for 
want of verify, for a failure to conform with the fact 
apparent from an accurate aggregation of all the 
If the laws of 


func‘ionaries; if all the votes have not been return- 


the fact, is not in accordance with all the laws of 


i New Jersey, and may be fairly set aside by this 


House, the judge of the “returns,” may be declared 
defective and insufficient, or may be amended at 
the pleasure of this supervising and controlling tri- 
bunal. : 

Mr. D. next adverted to the argument of the 
gentleman from Penusylvania, [Mr. SzrcEant,] 
that this commission, with the broad seal, was 
“conclusive” evidence of the right to take a seat on 
this floor. He would be glad to know where that 


gentleman found the authority that these commis- : 
! sions of the Governor of New Jersey were conclu- | 


sire ax to the right of those persons receiving and 


bringing them here to take their seats without fur- : 


ther question. 


Where was the precedent for it? All the deci- | 


siens.of this House are against it. In the case of 
Spalding and Mead, to which reference had been 
before. made, it was expressly decided that “ the 
returns from the State authorities are prima facie 
ev:dence only of an election, and are not conclu- 


| sive upon the House.” Mr. D. said he would not | 


fatigue the House by reading the numerous cases 
of contested elections, in which either the same 
principie was decided, or distinctly recognized as 
the basis of the procedare. It must necessarily be 
so; for if the * return” be conclusive, the House is 


| estopped from exercising its constitutional power 
_ of judging, and that provision of the Constitution be- 
| comes a dead letter. 


In va'n is it urged that this 
prima facie evidence ofan election confers a conclu- 


aseat on this floor, depeads upon the fact of hav- 
ing been duly chcsen; it is consequent upon elec- 
tion, and therefore must necessarily be affected to 
the same extent and in the same degree by the 
same species of evidence? Who ever heard (said 
Mv. D.) that mere prima facie evidence of a claim 


i gave a conclusive and indisputab'e -right to the 


thing claimed? He deemed it unnecessary to at- 
tempt the refutation of such an absurdity. 

Mr. D. said he would not, at that time, pretend 
to give an exact definition of the phrase “prima 


the law books. He was grossly mistaken, how- 
ever, if it meant any thing else but evidence at the 


mony, sufficient to controvert and overthrow it. 

If there be no epposing testimony, then prima 
facie evidence is sufficient; it prevails as a matter 
of course, and without controversy. But when 
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adversary testimony is introduced, this prima facie 
evidence cannot be conclusive of right, until both 
shall have been considered and weighed, and deci- 
sion made by the competent tribunal. In the ab- 
sence of all conflicting testimony, or upon decision 
of its insufficiency to counteract and defeat, then 
this prima facie evidence, in tne language employed 
by some of the writers on this subject, ‘obtains a 
conclusive quality.” You cannot, then, when 
there is clear, strong, impartial testimony staring 
you in the face, disregard it altogether, and con- 
elude that this prima facie evidence is sufficient, 
without violating eve:y principle of justice, as well 
as the Constitution of the United States. This 


| House is the judge of the matier in dispute; this 


matter in dispute is the right to seats here. On 
one side prima facie evidence is introduced—on the 
other side, it is proposed to rebut it by counter 
evidence. Those who offer the counter evidence, 
cannot be concluded from an examination into its 
sufficier.cy, or from a hearing of their case, with- 
out a violation of cur duty to judge, without a pal- 
pable departure from the long establi-hed rules of 
law and evidence, and without a gross act of in- 
justice to one set of claimants. 

One word, said Mr. D. in reference to the ce: tifi- 
cate of the Seeretary of State of New Jersey. In 
two instances, in the case of Spalding and Meade, 
was the certificate of the Secretary of State of 
Georgia received as good and sufficient evidence 
in relation to the election returns received and pre- 
served in his office. He believed that this was the 
first time that it had ever becn maintained that the 
Official certificate and seal of an office of record 
was not sufficient evidence touching matiers on re- 
cord in said office. Ifthere be no express statute 
directing such certificate, or prescribing its form, 
yet he thought, upon general principles, that it re- 
sulted, ex virlute officii, that the formal certificate of 
the officer, with his known and establi-hed seal, 
was evidence sufficient to prove the existence of re- 
eres in his office, or of documents and papers on 

e . : 
The very learned gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. SercranT] attempted to prove that these five 
gentlemen holding the Governor’s commission 
were now actual members of this House, and had 
been so for a long time before the commencement 
of this.session. Now he (Mr. D.) could nòt un- 
derstand that there was any thing in the Constitu- 
tion or laws to justify this position. D.d he under- 
stand the argument of the gentleman te be, that, 
because these five New Jersey gentlemen, on their 
way here, might be discharged from arrest, under 
color of their privilege, that, therefore, they were 
members? The judge might decide, and very pro- 
perly decide, that these five gentlemen were ‘‘go- 
ıng” to Washington to attend the session of Cun- 
gress as member:, and that they therefore came 
within the designation of persons privileged from 
arrest. Where did the gentleman find that the 
decision of a judge, State or Federal, upon a 
question of privilege, was proof of membership in 
this body? Mr. D. utterly denied that the decision. 
of the Chief Justice himself, in connection with all 
his associates, was any, the slightest authority, to 
bind or influence this House in deciding questions 
of membership. This House would not permit 
the Judiciary, were that department so inclined, to 
wrest -from it indirectly its own constitutional 
power to decide the question of membership. 
Why, sir, the decision of a judge granting a dis- 
chargé from arrest, upon the ground of privilege, 
is a judgment inter alios; and, according to the 
well known principles of law, such a decision 
could not be even read as evidence upon this trial 
of contest. 

Bat, said Mr. D. I deny that actual membership. 
of this body does or can commence before the time 
of assembling and forming. He then referred the 
House to the case of Hammond and Herrick, from 
the State of Ohio. This cate was decided at the 
first session of the Fifteenth Congress. Samuel 
Herrick, who was the sitting meimber, was elected 
to Congress in October, 1816, being then in com- 
mission as district attorney of the United States; on. 
the 29th November, 1817, he retigned his office of 
district attorney, and on the Ist day of December 
following, took his seat in Congress. The Four- 
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tenth Congress expired on the 4th March, 1817. 
oaeiae Sih day of December, 1817, a memorial 
was received from Charles Hammond, of the same 
Siate, contesting the right of Herrick to be a member 
of the House, in consequence of having held the 
said commission after the 4th March, 1817; which 
memorial was referred 10 the Committee of Privi- 
leges and Elections. Mr. Hammond ranks, and 
deservedly, too, among the ablest jurists of the 
country, and bad presented the question ia a strong 
and forcible poiat of view; and it was understood 
that the rights of several other members to seats 
would be affected by the decision in this case. On 
the 10th of December, Mr. Forsyth, then a mem- 
ber from Georgia, now Secretary of State, offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted: 

_“Resolced, That the Committee of Elections be instructed to 
joquire and report what persons, elected to serve in the House 
of Representatives, have accepted or held offices under the Go- 
vernment of the United States since the 4th day of March, 
1817; and how far their right to a seat in this House is affecte 

H” 

"Te is a constitutional provision that “ne person 
holding any office under the United States shall be 
amembrr of either House during his continuance 
ia office.” It was decided that Herrick “was not 
refidered incapable of being a member of the 
House, by reason of his having held the said office 
after the 4th March, and untl 29h November, 
1817." And so decided, because it was held that 
his membership did not commence on 4th March, 
immediately, and at the instant of the expiration 
of the 14th Congress, but commenced with the ses- 
sion of the 15th Congress. ‘He would particularly 
tefer gentlemen to the very able report. made in 
that case by Mr. Taytor of New York. He pre- 
sumed it was Jonn W. TAYLOR, for some time a 
distinguished member, and well known to the coun- 
try as a learned and able man. 

Ia connection with this idea, that a person can 
be an actual member of this Hoase, “for a long 
time” before it meets, and before he attends, and 
is received and recognized as such, the gentleman 
maintains that there is no interregnum in the 
House of Representatives, that it is a perpetual 
body—and therefore he would seem to suppose that 
the Representatives elect of each Congress succeed 
each other as members of a corporation. This he, 
Mr. D. denied. 
had learned was that. the Senate was so 
ergan'zed and constituted as to preserve 
its existence perpetually; but that the House. of 
Representatives had a limited existence; was re- 
stricted to a particular period, which it was not 
permitted by the Constitution to survive.. Ow the 
dth of March every second year the term of all tke 
members expires, and in péint of faet absolutely 
ceases to exist, notwithstanding any contrary theory 
which may be entertained. If the Twenty-filth 
Congress had never met—if the House of Repre- 
sentatives had never met, or, indeed, had never 
been elected from 4th March 1837-to the 4th March 
1839—still the present House of Representatives 
would be perfect in its existence and in its func- 
tions. Every second year there is, as every body 
kaows, an entire new House ot Representatives, 
who, together withthe Senate, which has remained 
in existence, constitute and commence a new Con- 
gress. Members are to be chosea-every second 
year bythe people of the several States. Suppose 
all the States, as many do, were not ‘to chcove their 
Representatives until after the lapse of several 
months succeeding the termination of a Congre‘s, 
what then becomes of your perpetual succession of 
membership without intervention of time, without 
loterregnum? Mr. D. declared that he no more 
believed in the continuous and unbroken existence 
of the House of Representatives, than he did in 
the unbroken succession of the: Popes from Saint 
Peter down to the present time. ` ; 


Mr.D, said, gentlemen expressed great venera- 
tion for State authorities, and seemed to manifest 
great fear of going into conflict with State laws. 
He had before shown that the members do not re- 
Present the State as a mere organized government, 
but that they represent the people directly. When 
Represent:tives have been “ chosen ” according to 
‘the Constitution and laws, itis our duty sulemaly 
to interpose our Tight of judgment to give efficacy 
to the popular Choice, and to pretect it from the 


One of the first distinctions he 
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frauds or biunders of State officers, and even from 
defective and uncons‘itutional State legislation. 
Here Mr. D. quoted the ca-e of Barney and Mc- 
Creery, which occurred at the first session of the 
Tenth Congress. The Lezislature of Maryland 
enacted, in 1802, that Baltimore town and county 
should constitute the fifth Congressional district, 
and should ele t two members, one of which shall 
be a resident of Baltimore county, and the other a resi- 
dent of Baltimore city. Nicholas P. Moore, a re-i- 
dent of the county, was elected by alarge majority. 
William McCreery, also a resident of the county, 
obtained the next highest vote. Joshua Barney, a 
resident of the city, had the next hizhest vote, and 
contes‘ed the election of McCreery for wantof resi- 
dence, in conformity with the law o“ Maryland. It 
was held that the Legislature of Maryland could 
not supera‘ld qualifications to those required by the 
Constitution, and the House in'erposed its unre- 
stricted power of judging of the qualifications 
of its members; sustained the right of the 
people to elect McCreery, in the face of the 
law of Maryland, and protected that choice 
against the unconstitut onal ensc'ment. It 
beiter, sir, when it unfortunately becomes un- 


avoidably neces:ary, to go into conflict with a | 
State law, or with State au hority, than to concur | 


with them in a cònflict with the Constitution, and 
with popular righs If, as gentemen contend, 
these certificates and seals are conclusive of the 


from judging of the elections and relurns, as it is 
solely empowered to do. Surely gentlemen per- 
c.ive the absurdity to which their prineiples con- 
dact them. If the doctrine of the gen'leman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. SERGEANT] as to the conclu- 
| sive and unimpeachable character of the Go- 
vernor’s certificate, be a correct exponent of his 
opinions of Sta‘e Rights, then it would seem that 
he maintains a species of nallification, which Mr. 
D. presumed could hardly obtain the sanction of 
his State Rights friends. The Nullification party, 


the States’ sovereignty to arrest an unconstitutional 


provision of the Consti ution by a State enact- 
ment, as thè gentleman woull now have it, is 
going much farther than any Nullifier, of whem 
he had ever heard, was disposed togo. Mr. D. 
flattered bims If that, if. trae to their own princi- 
ples, we should have the co-operation of all the 
| Sta'e Rights men in pre-erving the constitutional 
powers of this House, and the constitutional rights 
of the people of a sovereign State from ali Legis- 
lative or Executive infringement. Such a course 
would be in accordance with their. pro’essed doc- 
trines, and Mr. D. said he should insist-upon hold- 
ing them to it. ; a 
` Gentlemen bad as‘erted and maintained that 
some persons must qualify and take their seats as 
members from the State ot New Jersey, before the 
House can decide this controversy. Suppose this 
position be granted, that there must be a qualifica- 
tion inferim, does not the question s'ill remain for 
decision, who shall be permitted thus to qualify? 
Shall those - holding the Governor’s commission 
have this privi'ege, to the exclusion of those who, 
from an estimate of all the returns app2ar to have a 
majority of the votes received by the proper officers, 
and must, therefore, according to established prin- 
ciples, be presumed to have been fairly and lè- 
gally chosen until the contrary shall be made to 
‘appear in due course of investigation? ine: 


I should like, said Mr. D. for gentlemen to pro- 
duce some authority for this assumption, that there 
must necessatily be a qualification of some body, 
before there can bea decision properly made. I 
should Jike to know when or where it has been de- 
cided that a member must take his seat before it 
can be decided whether he is entitled to take it. 
Besaid ke would lay it downas a rule of ac‘ion, 
that when the question of a right to take his seat had 
been raised and presented to the House before quali fi- 
cation, it had been settled before qualification. He 
had. not been able to find a single instance of a 


is , 


ashe understood, (appealing to Mr. Pickens, cf | 
South Carolina,) contended for the interposition of | 


enactment of Congress; but this nullifcation of a | 
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departure from this course in ei:-her House of 
Congress. 

He referred to the case of Benjamin Edwards, 
of Maryland, wich occured in the second session of 
the Third Congress, It does not appear that his 
seat was regularly contested upon the ground of an 
adversary claim. A question was raised as to the 
sufficiency of the proof of Mr. Edwards’s election. 
Afier debate, the letters on which Mr. E. relied to 
sustain his claim, were refe:red toa committee. 
The committee made an adverse report. Pending 
the subject, the Speaker i: formed the House that 
he had received a letter from the Governor of Ma- 
rvland, enclosing the regular certificate of Mr. E’s 
election. This certificate was signed by the Governor 
of Maryland, and under the seal of the State. A ques- 
tion again arose, whether the claimant should be 
permitied to qualify. Qualification was still de- 
nied; and the certificate, with the broad seal, was 
referred to the committee to whom their previous 
report was recommitted. Afterwards, the com- 
mittee reported a resolution in favor of Ed- 
wards, in which the House concurred; and 
then “Mr. Edwards was qualified, and took 
his seat in the House.” Now if, without 
an adverse claim, a question being raised before 
qualifica'ion, the House will insist to decide it be- 
fore qualification, for much stronger reasons ought 
this course to be adopted in cases of contest, the 


| question being raised and presented to the House 
right of those who hold them, then the question of `! 
the right to a-seatis settled by the form of a return | 
prescribed by law, and the House is precluded | 


before the qualification of either party. 

Mr, D. next introduced the case of John Rich- 
ards, of Pennsylvahia, which occurred in the first 
se-sion of the Fourth Congress. James Morris and 
John Richards had been the candidates f.r election 
in the district composed of the counties of Bucks, 
“The circum- 
stances of this eiection were such as to make it 
doubtful to the mind of the Governor whether either 
par y was duly elected, and he appears, therezore, 
to have declined deciding upon the legality of said 
election.” Mr. Morris dying before the meeting 
of Congress, of course never appeared to claim the 
seat. On the 10th December, 1795, Richards, by 
memorial, clamed the seat. A committee repori- 
ed, and, after debate, their report was recommitied, 
On the 13th January, 1796, they made a further 
report. After deba:e, ‘t was resolved, on the 18th 
January, 1796, “that the said John Richards was 
entitled to his seat in the House;” and he was ad- 
mit:ed accordingly. Here qua'fication was with- 
he'd, and the district suffered to be unrepresented 
from the 10th December until the 18th January 
following. 

In this’ case, there was an exzmple of delicacy 
and. moderation, on the pait of the Governor of 
Pennsylvania, which well deserved the imitation 
of the Governor of New Jersey. The latter must 
have kaown that he had not summed up all the 
votes which had been cast in the election, and, 
Without a performance of this requisition, how 
could he and his council undertake to declare who 
had the majority and weie; consequently, elected? 
If it were impossible for him to comply with this 
part of his duiy, then he would have stood excused 
and justified, before an impartial public, for giving 
the commission to neither, not knowing wko would 
be entitled to it, if all the votes had teen summed 
up. Nor would he, by such forbearance, have 
done injustice or prejudice to the claims of either 
party. Both would have the same rights they now 
possess of claiming to qualify and take seats— 
upon which claims this House only can decide— 
and (said Mr. D.) I repeat that this book: (holding 
up the volame of the reports of contested elections) 
is full of cases in which the House has counted 
the votes, either when the authorities of the State 
refused to count them, cr when they were returned 
too late to be counted under the State laws. 
Mr. D. next referred to the case of Willoughby and 
Smith, from the State of New Ycrk, which oc- 
curred in the fir: t s¢s-ion of the Fourteenth Cor gress. 
Willoughby had been, in fact, elected; *‘ but, by 
reason of a clerical errer of certain inspectors, In 
leturning certificates of votes to the office aes 
county clerk, Gen, Smith wes gece. Fes 
elected, and a certificate of election wasaccor re 
delivered to him.” From the gene al tener ob e 
argument in the present case, 1t would have been 
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necessary for Smith to have qualified before his 
right to the seat could be regularly contested, be- 
cause he held the regular return in the torm pre- 
scribed by the laws of the State of New York. 
But, sir, Smith never claimed the seat—his right to 
a seat, by virtue of a regular and formal return, 
never attached—his certifica'e never had the force 
of a jadgment operating until it had been super- 
seded or overruled by some co npetent authority. 
According to the present doctrines, Willoughby, 
although certainly elected, could never have 
claimed the seat until Smith hed qualified and the 
regular certificate had thereby spent its force. It 
does not appear, from the repori, that Smith ever 
informed the House that he had relinquished his 
tlaim under the certificate} still, on the ninth day 
atter the commencement of the session, without 
appearance ard without a hearing, he was de- 
clared not entitled to the seat, and Willoughby 
was declared entitled to a seat; whereupon the said 
Willoughby appeared and took his seat. 

Mr. D. said that he had briefly, ahd in & désul- 
tory manner, touched oh the principles and ques- 
tions, Which he thovght involved in this case, not 
for the purpose cf endeavoring, at this time, to 
produce any decided impression in favor of either 


party, or with a view of declaring, on his pait, |, 


any fixed and unalterable cpinion as to the result 
of the conte.t; but for the object of persuading the 
House to deliterate, and not to resolve, with in- 
considerate, he would not say, indecent haste, that 
they would not even look into the important testi- 


mony impeaching these commissions, and of im- 
pressing on their sense of justice the propriety of ; 


basing their decision upon a full knowledge of all 
the evidence belonging to the case. He was for 
going regularly into the examination, and for ap- 
proach ‘ng itin a tangib'e form. He was for per- 
mitting both parties to be heard in defence of their 
respective claims, before the House passed judg- 
meat upon them. 

Believing this to be the course required, both by 
expediency and justice, he would not, at this stage 
of the case, even if his mind had strong convic- 
tions in favor of either party, vote for the right to 
take seats; for it wou'd not have the appearance of 
fair and equal justice to both; but wonid look like 
prejucging the matter, before ascertaining all the 
facts connected with the returns. He hoped, there- 
fore, that it wou'd be the pleasure of the House 
to have the case fairly brought before them, and 
then, having hear! both parties, wou'd proceed, if 
necessary, 10 Ciserss it calmly and deliberately, 
and to decide il impartially, with a full understand- 
ing of its merits. 

Mr D. said, he thought that the examination 
should be had, iu the first instance, through the 
medium of a committee, boih for the sake of con- 
veniente, and because all the evidence could be 
more distinctly, and with better arrangement, 
brought tothe view of the members. This would 
be in conformity with the precedent, adopted, after 
much debate, in the famous case of Letcher and 
Moore. In that case, boih parties appeared in the 
House, and glaimed to qualify; the House re- 
ferred the matter 10 a committee, and, until that 
committee should report, “Resolved, that neither 
‘Thomas P. Moore nor Robert P: Letcher shall be 
qualified as the member from said district.” Here 
the House distinct'y and uneqnivocally exerted the 
power of refusing to permit either party to qualify 
until the matter had been ex2mined by a commit- 
tee. It is said, however, that this resolution was 
the result of an agreement between the parties; but 
it was expressly disclaimed in debate that it was 
placed upon the ground of confirming a compact 
between the parties. No egreement between the 
pasties, as every body will admit, could confer a 
power on the House which it did not possess under 
the Constitution. He believed that, without a 
single exception, where gentlemen present them- 
felves to qualify, and objection is made, the matter 
is referred to a commitice, who report upon the 
matter referred before fur.her action by the House. 

In the Scnate, he b<'ieved, it had been the invaria- 
ble practice. This book of reports abounds with 
such cascs; and he felt quite confident that gentle- 
men, with all their industry and research, and all 
their ingenuity in the application of cases, would 


not be able to find a single one of a contrary cha- 
racter. He found cases where the Governo.s of 
States had commissioned members of ihe Senate in 
due and regulat form, where there was riot even a 
contest for the seat, but a question beitig malle by 
some member, they were not permitted to qualify 
before their credentials had been referred to a com- 
mittee. None of the cases of persons holding the 
reguiar credentials, having qua‘ified of course, and 
subsequently having their seats contested, are in 
point. In those cases, no question is made and pre- 
sented to the House before qualification, and therein 
consists the distinction and dissimilarity. It is 
again readily admitted, that persons bringing the 
prima facie evidence of a reguiar return, if no ques- 
tion be raised, and no conflicting testimony be 
brought to the notice of the House, are permitted 
to qualify as a ma'ter of course; but it is still main- 
tained, that where objection is made, and the ques- 
tion of right ra'sed before qualification, that it is 
the invariable practice for the qualification to await 
the decision. 

Mr. D. hee introduced the case of Mr. Lan- 
man, in the Senate of the United States, in March, 
1825, by which it appears that objection being 
made to Mr. Lanman’s credentials, he was not 
permitted to qualify, but the matter was referred to 
a committee. 

Mr. Wise here inquired what were the objec- 
tions to Mr. Lanman’s credentials. 

Mr. Dromaoote. Not that they were informal; 
not that they were not signed by the Governor; 
not that they were not accompanied with the broad 
seal of a sovereign State; but that the Governor 
had no legal or constitutional right to grant them. 
Ia the case of Mr. Lanman, a motion was made 
that he be permitted to qualify, which was re- 
jected. The credentials were referred. A debate 
arosé, not only 6a the proper mode of proeeeding, 
but on the rights of Mr. Lanman, under his com- 
mission, with the broad seal, previous to a decision, 
“by which it appeared to be the sense of the Senate 
that Mr. L’s seat was vacant until the pending ques- 
tion should be devided in his favor.” Mr. Lan- 
man, by resolution, was permitied to be. heard at 
the bat of the Senate, on the question of his right 
to a seat. The decision was adverse to his claim. 

There was, he said, a Jong list of cases of indi- 
viduals appointed and commissioned by Governors, 
in some of which, no question being raised, quali- 
fication was permitted as a matter of course—iD 
others, questions being raise], no qualification was 
permitted, until they were decided—and the deci- 


| sions were sometimes fcr and sometimes against 


the claimant. He would not consume time by a 
recital of all cf them, but would conclude this 
array of authority and precedent by quoting the case 
of Stanly Griswold, from Ohio. He appeared on 
the 9th Jnne, 1809; his credentia!s were. referred to 
the Committee of Elections; and on the 15tb June, 
the committee having reported favorably, he was 
admitted to his seat. These are caves produced 
from the Senate, in which the Governor is not 
made a mere returning officer, but in wh'ch he had 
the power of appointment or election, and the con- 
stitational right to grant commissions; and yet these 
commissions, al‘hough unexceptionable in form, 
have never been regarded conclusive of the right to 
qualify and take a seat. 

Mr. D. said, that if these doctrines, for which 
gentlemen contend, that certificates in due form, 
signed by the proper officer, no matter how ob- 
tained, will-confer a conclusive right to a seat, 
should prevail, you will strike a fatal b'ow at the 
freedom of elections and the purity of Representa- 
tive Government. It is the conviction of the peo- 
ple, that, by the invention of Representative Go- 
vernment, and by the choice of Representatives for 
themselves, by the exercise of the elective franchise, 
they can virtually accomplish the objects of sef 
government, which renders them happy and con- 
‘ented. It is the firm belief, that through the 
agency of election and representation the Demo- 
cratic principle may be carried out;that through them 


the popular voice may direct the legislation of the 


country; that through them those rights are se- 
cured and enjoyed which pertain to them in their 
character of sovereign'y, and which, but for our 
free institutions, could nly be exercised in prima- 
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ry assemblies; it is this belief which ensures at- 
tachment to the Governmen!, induces a wiliing 
submission to the laws of the country, and consti- 
tutes a strong security for the peace and gocd order 
of the great body of the citiz2ns. l 
But, said Mr. D. if you establish the doctrine 
that the credentials given by the State authorities, 
no matter how fraudulent, no matter how much at 
variance with the will of the people of the States, 
as expressed in their elections legally and censtita- 
tionally made, shall nevertheless conclusively pre- 
vail, you convert the elective franchise into a 
ineckery, you inflict a vital stab upon the sacred 
paper of frte Government, and yoti substan- 
jally defeat that gldrious system of representation, 
which renders Democracy lovely and practicable. 
Will you expect patient acquiescence under such a 
system of thwarting the public will? Can tame 
submission be expected to a wilful and wanton vio- 
lation of the most inestimable rights? Andifa 
spirit of resistance against official impositions shall 
be awakened, arid if, in its progress, seeking redress 
for injuries inflicted, and panting for the recovery 
of lost privileges, it shall prompt the pecple to 
turbulent impatience, or seditious deportment, on 
whom, I ask, will the sin be justly chargeable + 
Mr. D. in conclusion, denied that requiring the 
claimants from New Jersey to wait until the House 
could examine the credentia's, and other testimony, 


| and decide understandingly who had been chosen, 


was disfranchising that State. A necessary and 
unavoidable delay in making a decision, certainly 


| ean never be construed into a denial of justice to 
| individuals, or a disfratichisement of a State. If 
her members present credentials, which are im- 


peached upon substantial grounds, and not upon 
slight and frivolous pretexts, if the returns of elec- 
tions have been partially suppressed, or imperfectly 
tepovted, itis the fault of her officers—it is the 
misfortune of the people of New Jersey; but still 
this House must exercise the power vested in it by 
the Constitution over the controversy, although 
some time must necessarily be consumed in the in- 
vestigation, and some delay consequently ensue. 
But is not delay preferable to an erroneous deci- 
sion; to the admission of those who, upon inquiry, 
may be found not entitled to hold the seats? If 
(said Mr. D.) you decide that we must, ex necessi- 
tate rei, admit the gentlemen holding commissions, 
and it shall afterwards turn out that they are not 
entitled—that they have not been “‘chesea” mem- 
bers—that New Jersey has been falsely represent- 
ed—that votes have been given in repugnance, and 
notin obedience, toher will—that through their 
agency laws have been pasred detrimental to other 
States of the Union—he would ask, how could you 
atone to New Jersey, and to the othef injured 
Siates, for the wrongs inflicted on them? You wall 
have perpetrated irreparable mischief. Is it not 
the part of wisdom, as well as of safety, to let all 
these gentlemen wait, until, after a fair, calm, and 
impartial examination, the House can satisfactorily 
decide upon theit claims? He would indulge the 
hope that, if the House were disposed, of which he 
would not doubt, to do equal justice to both par- 
ties, to New Jersey, and to the rest of the Union, 
they would not decide upon this matter with such 
considerate haste, as to disregard all the evidence, 
and to overluok the important principles at issue. 


Norz.—The case of Spalding and Meade, is of suck frequent 
reference, and is deemed in many particulars so applicable to 
the present case, that it has been considered, by the author of 
the foregoing remarks, not inappropriate to append to them the 
entire ablé and conclusive argument, by which the proceedings 
of the House in said case was defended and sustained. 

The friends of the report remarked that the power of the 
Houae on this eubject, was vested by that part of the Constitu- 
tion which declares that “ each House shall be the judge of the 
elections, returns, and qualifications of its own members;” and 
that this power was distinct from that which gave ultimately to 
the Legislature, in case they saw fitto exercise it, the power of 
determining the time, place, and manner of holding the elec- 
tions. The words “judging of returns,” were comprehensive, 
unrestricted and inclusive of every step incidental to making 
retums. The power cou'd not be confined to the mere judg- 
ing of the authenticity of the certificate of the returning officer, 
as that would be nugatory. It must likewise include the man- 
ner in which the votes were counted in districts; the manner In 
which they were transmitted; the place appoirted for receiving 
them; and the ascertaining their aggregate number. It had been 
truly said that where the business of election ceases, that of the 
returns begins; which, therefore, must be considered as embra- 
cing every thing, after the votes were given. As s00n 25 an elec- 
tion terminates, the candidate is elected; the only thing remam- 
ing is to ascertain the result, ‘and this is done by the 


Dec. 1889. 


26TH Conc... isr Sess. 


turns made. What, then, is the right of this House to judge? 
According io cain, the have not aright to judge of the 
certificate of the officere of Georgia; they have not a right to 
‘judge how the votes are transmitted; hut of all_this the Gover- 
‘not is to judge, under the law of Georgia. But such a law 
would be a mere nullity, as it would be in direct apposition to 
the words of the Constitution, which give to this House the 
right of judging of the returns of its members. The fact was, 
that the law of Georgia could only be considered as constituting 
the Governor the organ of information to this House, which ia 
the only tribunal to which the returns can ul:imately be mada. 
So considering the subject, there was no reason for the remark 
that the principle contained inthe report went to set aside the 
law of Goorgia. Should the power of the House, in thie case, 
be denied, it would prevent ustfrom investigating any case, 
however characterized by fraud, and would prostrate at the 
foet of an Executive officer the power so guardediy bestowed 
on each House. It is inquired whether wewili set aside the 
` law of Georgia, by the decision we are about to make; but it 
does not follow that the adoption of the report will have this 
effect. 
The law of Georgia says that the Governor shall count the 
votes received at a certain day; but it does not say that the 
House shall not count those received afterwards. e, in fact; 
then, carry into effect the law of Georgia as far as it goes, ai 
only in case of a failure supply the deficiency. Could there 
bea doubt of the principle assumed in the report, it would be 
Temoved by a denial of it, giving the power to any petty officer 
of the State by suppressing the votes to deprive the member 
legally elected of his seat. Would this be a just principle? Is 
it not our principle, that a majority shall govern? And is it not 
etrange to say that a State shal! have the right of violating such 
a principle? With regard to a return it might imply two 
things, the original certificate of the presiding officer in each 
election district and the general certificate of the whole elec- 
tion, the several parts of which were held in different places. 
It was that these several certificates should be exa- 
minel by some general authority. 


Asa matter, therefore, of necessity, some authority must 
reside in the States to count up the whole number of votes and 
to certify the persons elected. This power was vested in dif- 
feroni ways in the several States; whoever exercised it, could 
be considered only as the certifying officer, whose certificate 
was not a decision, but simply a return, subject to the control 
of this House, which is made, by the Constitution, the Judge of 
it. The Constitution says, the House are to judge of the re- 
turns. Can those returns, therefore, be conclusive, and bind- 
ing upon the House? If so, the power of judging is altogether 

. If we cannot go out of the returne, ard judge of any 
thing not in them, we cannot be said to any power over 
them. But the words of the Constitution are precise, giving 
the unrestricted power to judge. The House, then, may 1e- 
ceive other evidence to satisfy them, than that founded - on 
toe face of the returns, and on such evidence may either al- 
low that which is not in them, or disallow that which is. 
A case has been put of votes received in contravention 
of a Sate law, after the time fixed for receiving them, 
(see the case of David Bard of Pennsylvania,) an it has 
been. said that these votes ought not to be received. 
Why? Because the time for holding elections being expressly 
vésted in the State Legislature, in the first instance, and Con- 

ess not having changed the prescribed time, the State regu- 

ion must prevail. But let the case be pursued farther: sup- 
poss such votes are not only received, but included in returns 
made to the Governor; he is not to judge of the legality of the 
votes given; the State law only directa him to count up the 
votes retarned; whether they ought or ought not to be received, 
he cannot judge; of this, the House is the judge. He cannot 
receive evidence eut of the returns; he, therefore counts up 
the votes, proclaims the -pereon having the highest number, and 
the returns are forwarded to this body. They are in due form; 
but votes appear to be admitted, which, by the law of Georgia, 
ought not to have been admitted. Is the House concluded by 
this return? Are they not, on the contrary, empowered to go 
out of it, and receive evidence of the fact, that such im- 
proper votes were admitted? None will deny it. Fur- 
ther, suppose the presiding officer to have refused votes 
offered in time; suppose he had refused all the votes given 
for a candidate in several counties, the Governer ‘could 
hot pay any attention to these votes, for his certificate must be 
founded exclusively on the votes returned to him; he would be 
obli Fr thererore, to Paik 4 as duly elected the person havin 
the bie est number of such votes, although it might be prove 
that the suppressed votes, if counted, would have given the 
highest number to another candidate. Could not the Honse, in 
this case, go out of the returns of the Governor, and allow the 
Votes fairly given to be counted? Is the election to be effected 

such omission or neglect? Clearly not. In the present case, 

e Votes in question, sceording to the law of Georgia, were 
lawfatłiy. given, and ought to have been returned. Had that 
law been observed, they would have been returned. In one re- 
spect only was there a neglect of it. Can that, then, be said to 
be a violation of the law ef Georgia, which consists in giving 
effect to its provisions where they have failed to be observed. 
The great principle in judging of elections ought to be, that the 
Will of the people, fairly expressed, shall govern. And that 
construction of the Constitation and laws of the United States 
ought to prevail, which consists in giving effect to good votes, 

on than destroying them. This is the principle of the re- 


The adoption ef a hostile principle would be to sacrifice the 
substance of election to its mere shadow. The suggestion that 
q teiple of the report is calculated to alarm the jealousy 
tithe tates, is ideal. - The judging of the election of mem- 
wee joint authority, residing in the States in the first in- 
does gt, hd ultimately in this House. If the controlling power 
Govern, cride here, it resides nowhere; there is a blank in the 
Sivicutvent \t cannot reside in Georgia, for the power is not 
to every i and if not here, the States must inevitably submit 
agents. 7 a peetlarity that may be practised by subordinate 
but it can hae been saidthat the law of Georgia is in force 
power of the Hons orc a the expense of the constitutiona 
the present co Ouse. But was that faw complied with? If so, 
ral p incip! ontest would not exist. It was true that the gene- 
‘vest d Pai 1p a. sound one, which separates executive, legisla 
instit Hepat power. This might be an argument for the 
ore hae He Special tribunal for the trial of contested elec’ 
but thee x tka abundant answer to show that this has not 
tyon the contrary, the Constitution of the General Gog 
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Appointment of Chaplain—Mr. Nesbit, 


vernment, as well as the Constitutions of the several States, 
have made the legislative bodies ju of the elections ot their 
members. The resolution that C. Meade is not entitled to his 
seat, was then passed by a vote of 68 to 53; and Thomas Spald 

ing admitted by a vote of 66 to 62. 


REMARKS OF MR. NISBET, 
Or Georgia, |. 

Inthe House of Representatives, December 27, 1839— 
The question being on a motion tq reconsider the 
vote of the House concurring in the resolution 
of the Senate for the appointment of a Chaplain, 
Mr. NISBET rose and addressed the House as 

follows: l 
Mr. Spsaxer: Convinced that the potion before 

the Hous: involves matter of seridus moment to 

Christianity and the country, I beg leave to offer 

a few reflections. I confess, although informed of 

the opinions o` my colleague, [Mr. Coopzr,]} 1 have 

been taken by surprise by the debate now in pro- 
gress. I certainly did not expect it this morning. 

E-mustsay that I differ with my honorable colleague 

in the views he has exhibited. And although his 

searching and accurate mind, in its investigations 

after and elucidations of truth, rarely errs, yet I 

believe that he is now wrong. I know, full well, 

and justly appreciate, his motives. No one is to 
Christianity a more sincere friend than himself, 
and no one illustrates its precepts in practice more 
fally than he does. He, by sustaining the motion, 
in‘ends to maintain both Christianity and the Con- 
stitution. Such aremy own wishes. We differ in 
the mode of accomplishing the same énds. 

At certainly wou'd be to my mind a melancholy 
result should the House of Representatives of this 
great nation resolve certainly that it would not 


| elect a chaplain—a minister of the gospel, called 


to throw around the legislation of the country the 
hallowed influences of piety—a result which would 
strike with alarm and apprehension the whole peo- 
ple of the Union; apprehension, not so much for 


religion or the Constitution as for that conserva-. 


tive influence which it exerts upon the principles of 
free government. a i 

What, sir, does not liberty owe to Christianity? 
The history of the Colonies proves that we are in- 
detted, in a great degree, for those noble principles 
of free government engrafted upon our Constitu- 
tion and in our Jaws, to that freedom of thought 
and'action which brought our Pilgrim and Hugue- 
not ancestry to our shores. They fled from the 
religious bigotry and political intolerance of the 
old world for conscience sake. They came 
hither to worship God in freedom. And upon 
the shores of a new world they planted the stand- 
ard of re'igious, and, with it, of civil liberty. That 
independence of mind which they asserted in mat- 
ters of conscience made them alike independent as 
to all r'ghts.. Freedom of service to Heaven, by a 
very necessity of our nature, constrains men to think 
and act freely in matters of less consequence. The 
free spirit of the pilgrim impressed itself upon colo- 


nial governments, and some of the best features of 


our most admirable system are traced to colonial 
parentage. I make these remarks to show, sir, 
that civil liberty is too largely indebted to Chris- 
tianity to permit us to endanger the former by 
abandening even the forms of the latier. It influ- 
ences ought to pervade, and do now pervade, all 
the depart.ents of Government, more or less. Into 
our courts of justice, our Executive offices, 
and our balis of legislation, it ought to 
send, and “does ‘send, a sanative power. 
It gives a heal:hful tone to public sentiment, and 
purifies the fountains of legislation. In this coun- 
try it is necessary, it seems to me, to maintain, iw 
the forms of !egislation, the external ceremonials 
of religion. What though it is sometimes desecra- 
ted, and its ministers false? What though it seem 
to some to be but part of Congressional pageantry, 
empty, vain, and a lie? Yet still the very form of 
service maintains the ascendancy of morality. 
Those forms are the emblems of its essential puri- 
ty. Blended, as they are, with the procedure of 
Congress, they themselves become vital. Destroy, 
sir, the external manifestations of Christianity, and 
you weaken its influence and endanger its vitality. 
You should observe even here, sir, the form of 
prayer, The voice of praise should hush for a 
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brief moment, at regular intervals, the noise of 
party war, and say to the troubled waters, ‘Peace, 
be still.” 

The appointment of a Chaplain to this House is 
a declaration, by the nation itself, that the Bible is 
true. It is the practical recognition of its obliga- 
tions. Is thisno advantage? Is this not bearing 
evidence to Christianity? Is it not the voice of the 
Confederacy? Does not this act proclaim, through 
the leng'h and breadth of the lani, that, according 
to the belief of the American Congress, God reigns 
in Heaven and uponearth? The statesman, there- 
fore, should not withhold this evidence. Inall we 
do, it seems to me, we should recognise the sanc- 
tions of Christianity, and should maintain the 
purity both of the Church and the State by a decent 
regard, in our public acts, even to the forms of 
piety. 

The manifestalion of regard to religion, in the 
election of a Chaplain to this House, is due to the 
convictions and moral sensibilities of the constitu- 
ency of this body. It is a just response to the re- 
quirement of that moral feeling which pervades 
the States. No less than this, I will venture to 
assert, is required by the people, whether professors 
ornot. It isa tribute of respect to that religion 
which makes sweet: the homes of the thousands 
who dwell beneath the fosering care of American 
legislators, and in the peace of an unobtrusive 


„yet sustaining faith. Let it nut be said that the 


Twen.y-sixth Congress has declared of record that 
it will dispense with the services of the ministry. 
Conceding, for the argument’s sake, that the power 
to appoint a Chaplain, under the Constitution, is 
doubtful, yet I know it will not be denied that a 
failure to appoint would shock the country. It 
wilt do violence to that fervid piety which lives 
and breathes and burns in the great heart of the 
notion. À 

The service with which it is now proposed to 
dispense, has been maintained here for years. The 
wise and virtuous and patriotic of other days ex- 
ercised the power, and be:ieved in its expediency. 
It is hoary with accumulated years. The first Con- 
gress that assembled under the Constitution, elected 
a Chaplain. We are scarcely wiser or better than 
that august body of men. They mingled worship 
with politics. Most of the State Legisletures, I be- 
lieve, sir, do the same. aes 

It has been objected that the worship conducted 
here is insincere—a form anda mockery. Admit- 
ting this to be truae—and I lament that, in pait, it 
must be conceded to be true—yet, still the general 
good 1s accomplished, and the general evi's averted 
to which I have before referred; and these general 
ends are paramount; they outweigh particular ob- 
jections. In all assemblies there are insincere 
worshippers; men will bring the cares and thoughts 
and feelings of the world into the sanctuary. I do 
not know that this body, being professed|y political, 
is, on that-account, the less devout. That distrac- 
tion of mind awaits him who mingles in the stormy 
strife of this House, is true; and on that account it 
is well to bring hither the soothing, softening in- 
fluences of charity and love. But 1 think, Mr. 
Speaker, that there‘is in this House not only -a ‘sa- 
cred regard for Christianity, but alsoa strong feeling 
of piety.. Beneath the surface of ordinary emoticn 
lie imbedded the fountains of moral sensibility. 
There flows through this ussemblage of men an 
under current of piety, invisible, itis true, under 
ordinary circums'ances, but which occasionally 
flashes and sparkles in the light of day. This 
is obvious, in the eloquent words and thoughts 
of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisz.] He 
gave utterance to the irrepressible feeling of ‘re- 
spect for moral things, which, doubtle.s, he im- 
bibed in his earliest formation of character. Nor 
can I permit myself to doubt that there are many 
here who meét these services with all that solemnity 
of manner and feeling which becomes the occa~ 
sion. My colleague, and alse the gentleman from 
Louisiana, [Mr. GartaNp,] find a reaton against 
electing a chaplain, in this, that they are i ae 
that they pray and preach by contract, a TR 
they make this temple a place of merchandi T 
selling alike their conseiences and their paa % i 
find myself nothing wrong in ee tt or po ae 
principle in rewarding the minister. 1S a VoluR- 
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wary contribution by the House to the necessities of 
these whom they invite to officiate for them. It is 
vot a pension for the clergy, by law or from consti- 
tutional necessi'y, bat a donation to the man. Re- 
ward, to my mind, does not necessarily demora- 
lize and secularize the preacher, else there were no 
minis'ryy—no temp'e—no worship. Shall not the 
priest live by the ahar? And is not the laborer 
worthy of his hire? That some who wear the 
priestly robe bave come hither, trading upon the 
stock of their ministerial charac‘er, and vending 
for a consideration the sacred ministrations of our 
holy religion, is perhaps true— but not all have so 
come. It maybe conceded at once, without weak- 
eap the obligation to elect a chaplain, that there 
are false professors of that religion. ln its purest 
and earliest state, among the twelve who listened 
to the words, and saw the works of God himself, 
there was one traitor. 

I cannot concur, Mr. Speaker, in the apprehen- 

sion expressed by my honorable fiiend and col- 
teague, that the act to which he objects may ulti- 
mately lead toa union of Church and State. I 
think that our whole political system, as also the state 
of ne cnureni n our country, makes such a union 
an utter impracticability. Such a thing could not 
be without an entire change in the essential ele- 
ments and actual organization of the frame of 
Government. The very freedom of rel'gious opi- 
nion and action guarantied to the people must 
operate as an insurmountable bar to such a union. 
T should as soon, nay socner, look for a despotism 
in place of our constitutional liberty, as the result 
which gentlemen apprehend. The recollections of 
the pa-t, the interests of the present, and the ex- 
pectations of the futare—religion, which seeks iis 
its own perpetuity in the maintenance of its purity— 
all forbid it. Our denominational divisions consti- 
tute a system of sleepless and enterprising vigilance 
over the encroachments of the church. Protestant 
Christians have long ago ascertained, from history 
written in the blood of martyrdom, that their rights 
of conscience depend upon fiee Government. 
They are committed to maintain the separation of 
the Church and the State by the instinct of self 
defence, and by the precepts of their own faith. I 
think Iam not mistaken when I say that the church 
herself would be the last to seek an unholy and 
self-2estroying alliance with the State. P.ety 
would die in the embraces of Government. No, 
sir, Protestant Christianity must stand aloof from 
political associations, by the law of her own exis- 
ence. A loss of liberty might, perhaps would, 
necessarily corrupt the church; whilst liberty re- 
mains, the church will maintain its purity. Keep 
pure the church in ou land, and the Constitution is 
defended with impregnable bulwarks. 

In Englaod we know, sir, that the church is part 
of the Government—that the articles of the esta- 
blished re'igion are held to be parcel of the com- 
mon Jaw—that the sacrament is a condition prece- 
dent to the tenure of office—that rich governmental 
revenues sustain the sacred aristocracy—tbat lands 
and franchises and political power, by the very 
principles of the British Constitution, (if Constitu- 
tion Britain has, which I very much doubt,) apper- 
tain to the church; not to Christianity, sir, but to 
oar form ef church organization. Not so here. 
That aid which the Government can here give the 
church is alone in a freewill offering to the princi- 
ples it professes, protecting all creeds and names 
equally by its tolerant and equal legislation. For 
myself I can conceive of no abomination more 
offensively abhorrent than a union of the Church 
with the State; and I would resist the very first ap- 
proaches towards it with the sternest and mest re- 
lentless hostility. But, sir, there is a union which 
is already, in some degree, consummated, which I 
hope I shall not live to see dissolved: I mean, sir, 
the union of religious principle with political con- 
duct. 

The leaven of moral principle should lighten the 
whole lump of the body politic. We should be 

cautious lest we divide things so happily and use- 
fully united. We should be careful lest we in- 
vite into our legislation, and adopt as rules of con- 
duct, the philosophy of a merely human faith. No 
entleman, I know, would give his vote directly or 
indirectly to unhinge Christianity or in any way les- 
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sen its influences. I beg nct to be understood as so 
charging. I only mean to say that the result at 
which they now aim may, in my opinion, produce 
that effect. The poliuciansof Fiance desecrated 
the temples of God—burned the Bible—endowed 
the goddess of Reason with the attributes of Deity 

—and soow, very soon, the foundations of society 

were broken up, and anarchy reigned triumphant. 

The vine-clad hills and fertile plains, and crowded 

streets of France flowed down with blood. Toa. 

public relaxation of moral obligation, I have no 
doubt, may be traced those startling horrors which 
preceded and followed the French Revolution. 
SPEECH OF MR. RAYNER, 
Or Norru Garo.ina, 

In the House of Representatites, December 18, 1838— 
Ona resolution that the g@ommissjoned members 
from the State of New Jersey gfe not entitled to 
be sworn as members of the House. 

Mr. RAYNER said he bhád not intended to 
have taken any part in ne Awe: Having but 
lately taken his seat upon that floor, he had hoped 
that nothing wou!d have transpired to change the 
resolution which he had formed—that of being a 
listener instead ofa talker in this controversy. I 
am well aware (said Mr. R.) that this is no place, 
neither is this any time, for apolog’es. We all 
meet here with equal privieges and under equal 
responsibilities, and one has as much right to ex- 
press his views here as another. But being a new 
member here, and in the presence of what ought to 
be the congregated wisdom of the nation; and 


feeling that diffidence which must necessarily | 


result from such a position, I will claim it as one 
of my rights on this floor, to offer an apo'ogy for 
the 1emarks which I design to make; and that 
apology is, that if Isay notbing which msy be 
worth the attention of this House, I shall only be 
following the example which has been set me by 
several othe s. For, in the scope of this debate, 
the d'scussion has not been confined to those, only, 
who have approached it with calmness and discre- 
tion; but in the political battle which has been 
fighting here for the last two weeks, soldiers of 
every grade have entered the lists, from the 
hardened veteran to the raw recruit—from those 
who have wielded the sword and the battle axe, to 
those who have contended. with bulrushes and 
straws. And besides, the great principles at stake 
in this matter, and the important consequences 
likely to grow out of its decision, admonish every 
one who feels an interest in it, to speek out fully, 
f eely, and frankly in regard to it. And when it is 
borne in m nd, that the rights and p:ivileges ofa 
sovereign State are involved in the decision of this 
question, I insi-t that it behooves every State to 
speak out though a portion of her representation 
on this floor, and to enter her protest against the 
attempt which is making to disfranchise New 
Jersey. 

Sir, disguise this matter as you may, distort it as 
you please, still the real question is, whether the 
Constitution and the laws, or violence and brute 
force, are hereafter to prevail in the organization of 
this House and the legislation of this country. 
What sort ofa spectacle do we exhibit to the people 
of this country? For betier than two weeks have 
we been here, unorganized, in disorder and con- 
fusion, and the majesty of this Hall violated by the 
presence of men who have no more right toa seat 
on this floor* than had the fsh-women of Paris in 
the National Assembly during the excesses of the 
French Revolution. Sir, the eyes of an_ anxious, 
an excited, and an indignant people are upon us; an 
awful re-ponsibility rests some where, and I wish 
it to rest where it properly belongs. I do not hold the 
Clerk responsible, but those who advised him. I 
do not attach to his course that importance which 
has teen assumed in this debate. He is nothing 
more than a ministerial officer, and his dicta are 
only binding so far as they reflect, and are in 
accordance with, the views of a majority here. 


*It wilt be recollected that the contestivg gentle- 
men from New Jersey marked their names at, and 
occupied seats in the Hall, without obtaining per- 
mission, during the discussion on the question, 


Dec. 1839. 
H. of Reps. 


What he says, or Whathe does, is authoritative 
so far only asit meets with the sanction, either 
express or implied, of the body whose officer he is. 
He cannot make or unmake members of Congress, 
by his willingness to call the names of some, 
or his refusal to call the names of others. And 
although we cannot but be indignant of the dogged 
obstinacy and party devotion which he has evinced, 
stil I think entirely too much importance has been 
attributed to his conduct, when it is recollected 
that he is only the mere instrument through which 
this act of patty tyranny is attempted to be 
perpetrated upon us. Suppose that the Clerk, after 
calling the name of Mr. RANDOLPH, had proceeded 
to call the names of the other regularly comm s- 
sioned members from New Jersey, think you he 
would not have been interrupted and objection 
made to those gentleman’s names being inscribed 
on the roll? If the Clerk had done his duty, think 
you that those gentlemen would have been permil- 
tel, without objection, to vote in the organization 
of this House? and to have taken the oath required 
by the Constitution, prepar.tory to their taking 
their seats as members of this House? Suppose, 
when the Clerk was advised, nay, required, to take 
the course which he did, he had replied, ‘‘Gent’e- 
men, I am the officer of the House of Representa- 
tives, and not the mere tool of a party; I have ta- 
ken an oath faithfully to perform my duty; one 
portion of that daty is to make out and call over 
the names of the members elect on the first day of 
the assembling of Congress; the duty which I owe 
my country, and the oath I have tsken, prevent 
my compliance wi'h your demand:” I say, sup- 
pose thts had been the man'y and noble response of 
the Clerk, when required to do as he d'd; think you 
this scene would not have taken place? No one 
who has been an observer of the party o’ganiza‘ion 
which exist» here, the dictation of party leaders, 
and the inflexible dete mination which exists to 
cury their point at all hazards, can for a moment 
doubt upon the subject. The course of the Clerk 
only presentedan i:sue a moment sooner, which 
would have been p-esented, even if he had per- 
formed his duty as a faithful officer. And as soon 
as objection had been made, discussion would 
have ensued, and after discussion, as soon as it 
had been necessary to test the sense of the mem- 
bers upon any distinct proposition, the same 
question wovld have arisen which has given us 
all this difficulty, viz. who should be entitled to 
vote? &o, no matter what course had been 
pursued by the Clerk, “to this complexion it would 
have come at last” Why really, sir, from the 
debates which have taken place here, one would 
suppose that all this storm had been raised by the 
Clerk, and, that he had the power to allay it 
whenever it suited his good pleasure. If one 
unacquainted with eur Government, and unin- 
terested in our institutions, had heard the pathetic 


. and eloquent appeals which have been made to 


the Clerk to proceed in his duty, he would have 
supposed that the Clerk, from his elevation there, 
was as omnipotent in this Hall as Jupiter on 
Olympus, and that upon his nod hang not only the 
fature existence of this body, but the destinies of 
this nation. No such thing, sir; it is notthe mere 
call of the Clerk that constitutes the person called 
an integral portion of this House; but it is the tacit 
acquiescence of the other members present, in 
recognising as a fellow-member, bim who presents 
him<elf clothed with an authority as potent as theirs, 
which recognition they are bound in duty as well 
as courtesy to give. 

I have made these remarks for the purpose of 
presenting the point which I wish to make—that 
the blame should attach to those who have only 
used the Clerk asa mere instrument, forthe pur- 
pose of screening themselves from responsibility. 
One thing is certain, we shall be arraigned before 
the great tribunal of public opinion; and Į wish it 
now to be distinctly understood that it isnot the 
Clerk, but a band of partisans on th’s floor, who 
have prevented the organization of this House, and 
kept it inan uproar and excitement for fourteen 
days. Yes, sir, I call upon this House, and upon 
the peop'e of this country, to bear witness, that 
while we—and when I say we I mean the friends 


of the Constitution and the laws—have been strug- 
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gling and striving to organize this House, according 


to the requirements of that Cen titution and those 
l ws, we have made thwarted in every at- 
tempt and frustrated in every movement, te- 
cause we wi!l not agree to depart from that course 
which is sanctioned by the Constitution, and 
hallowed by immemorial usage. 

The fourth ‘section of the first article of the 
Constitution declares that “the times, places, and 
manner of holding elections for Senators and 
Representatives shall be prescribed in each State 
by the Legislature thereof; but that Congress may, 
at any time, by law, make or alter such regulations, 
except as to the places of choosing Senators.” 
Here the Constitution has entrusted the entire 
regulation of the elections in each State‘to the 
Legislatures thereof, until otherwise ordered by 
Cungress; and Congress never having passed any 
Jaw on the subject, the matter rests under the 
control of the States. Well, who made that Con- 
Stitation? The people of the United States, in 
their character as States, cach State acting and 
Ceciding for itself. The people of New Jersey, in 
the adoption of that Constitution, which is a part 
of their fundamental law, entrasted to their Legis- 
lature the enactment of all Jaws and regulations 
touching the elections in thatState. In pursuance 
of that anthority, the Legislature of New Jersey, a 
body which also emanated from the people, passed 
a law in 1807, (here Mr. R read from the law of 
New Jersey,) which after requiring the c'erks of 
theseveral counties “to make one list of all the 
candidates voted for,” in their respective counties, 
as Representatives from that State in the Congress 
of the United States, “togeiher with the number of 
Votes received for each of them,” which they shall 
“transmit” “to the Governor” “within seven days 
thereafter,” goes on to declare, in the fifth section, 
that “the Governor, or person administering the 
Goverament cf this State, shall, within five days 
after receiving the said list, lay the same before a 
Privy Council, to be by him summoned for that 
purpose, and, after casting up the who'e number 
of votes from the several counties for each can- 
didate, the said Governor, or person administering 
the Government, and Privy Council, shall deter- 
mine” “the six persons who have the greatest num- 
ber of votes from the whole State for Representa- 
lives in the Congress of the United States; which 
six persons, the Governor, or person administering 
the Government, shall forthwith commission, under 
the great seal of the State, fo represent this State 
in the Congresg of the United States. Here, then, 


the people of New Jersey, through their Legislature, 


in pursuance of aright guarantied by the Consti- 
tution, have pointed out the mode through which 
their will is to be known in regard to those who are 
to represent them on this floor. They cannet all 
come here, and say to you in person, whom they 
wish to represent them here, but they declare to 
you, through their organic law, that those who 
present themselves with the commission of the 
Governor, certified under the great seal of the State, 
are they whom they wish torepresent their rights, 
their interes's, and their wishes here. This is a 
high and important trust, which they have confided 
to their Government, on his own responsibility; 
and, whether he abuses that trast or not, is a 
question in which we cannot inquire until we are a 
tribunal competent to decide—which we are not, 
until we are _constitationally organized, and have 
had the evidence on both sides of the question. 
And, let it be borne in mind, that the States of this 
Union, in the adoption of the Federal Constimtion 
—which guaranties to each State the regulations 
ofits own elections—haye pledged themselves, each 
to the other, and all to each, that those credentials 
which each may have declared to be the evidence 
of i's choice, shall be faithfully and implici'ly 
en aps by all the others. Well, have ihe mem- 
We ih, New Jersey exhibited such credentials? 
ci s ù ae Sad, their commissions read from the 
they ae io unnecessary to insist that 
is admit donal h required by law, for that 
But it is not only in conformity with 1 onsti- 
tution and the Jaw that those ae aoe the 
regular certificates should take their seats here, as 


8 matter of right, and assist in the organization of 
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time. 


men on the other side have been called on again 


and again to cite a s‘ngle instance in the history of 


American legislation where a different course has 
been pursued, yet no such case has been mention- 
ed. ‘The case men'ioned by the honorable gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Rives] is not a case in 
point, for there both the claimants held certificates, 
which were valid according to the Jaw of that 
State—one being signed by the sheriff, and the 
other by the deputy sheriff; whereas in the case 
before us no one will pretend that Messrs. Dicker- 
son, Vroom, and others have exhibited any evi- 
dence of election which is recognized by the laws 
of New Jersey. The case of Moore and Letcher has 
been alluded to, but that furnishes no precedent 
which is applicable to this case; for it is establish- 
ed, as well by the history of that case, as by the 
repeated declarations of gentlemen during this de- 
bate, who are conversant with all the facts con- 
nected with it, that the certificate of Moore was 
defective on its very face, and not in conformity 
with the law of Kentucky. Moore’s certificate 
was defective by the admission of his friends; the 
cettificates of the gentlemen from New Jersey, 
Mes:rs. Aycrigg, Halsted, and others, are made 
out according to law, by the admission of their 
enemies. That is just the difference between the 
two cases. And, what is passing strange, and only 
to be accounted for from the rabid influence of 
party, some of the very men who are now most 
prominent in leading this crusade against the rights 
of New Jersey, (as has been proved by a reference 
to their speeches,) then insisted that you could not 
go behind the return before organization, bút that 
the certificate of election gave the holder a prima 
Jacie title to his seat. This principle is as sound 
now as it was then. It is a principle which, in 
common with all our ideas of free legislation, we 
borrowed from England, where it has been the law 
of Parliament ever since the rights and privileges 
of the House of Commons have been placed beyond 
the control of the Crown—ever since that House 
has been the depositary of the rights and freedom 
of the citizen. The authority read to us the other 
day by the honorable gentleman from Pennsy!va- 
nia (Mr. Bippte] places this matter beyond con- 
troversy. Ihave that. authority now before me, 
and, with the permission of the House, I will read 
it again, as it ought to Le conclusive upon all who 
acknowledge the force of precedent and law. I 
read from Jacob’s Law Dictionary, under the head 
of ** Parliament,” vol. 5,’page 79: 

“If two or more sets of electors make each a 
return of a different member, (which is calleda 


double election,) that return only which the return- 
ing officer, to whom the sherifi’s precept was di- 


rected, has signed and sealed, is good, and the 
member by him returned shall sit until displaced 
by petition.” . 

In reading farther, I find, on the same page, the 
following: NE 
x“ In the year 1640 it was ordered, that when 
some are returned by the sherif, or such other 
officer as by law hath power tò return, and others 
returned by private hands, in such case those return- 


ed by the sheriff shall sit until the election is quash- ` 


ed by the House.” . 

In the case before us the certificate of the Secre- 
tary of State of New Jersey, exhibited on behalf of 
Messrs. Dickerson and others, is, as it were, by 
private hands; he is not known to the law so far as 
regards the issuing of certificates of election; and 
his certificate, in the absence ofany provision by 
Iaw, is entitled to no more authority than the letter 
of a private gentleman. f . 

Bat I have another authority, which was pointed 
out to me by a friend this morning, and which is 
more conclusive, if possible, than either of those I 
have read. I read from Ler Parliamentaria, 
page 229: aa K . 

“ If a sheriff shall return one for Knight of the 
Shire who was unduly or not at all elected, yet he 


the House, but it is also in conformity with that 
e tablished usage, which has become a law of 
Parliament, an 1 which has always prevailed from 
the origin of the Government down to the present 
t It has been the invariable usage, not only 
in the Congress of the United Stats, but in the 
Legislatures of all the States; and although gentle- 
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that is returned remdins a member of the House 
ull his election be declared void.” 

Now will any one attempt to evade those au- 
thorities, by saying that they are English prece- 
dents, and therefore not applicable to our country? 
Sir, I have heard of some petti‘oggers who, after 
hearing cited by the opposite counsel an authority 
which they could not controvert, attempt to delude 
an ignorant jury by telling them that it was én 
authority from England, a country where they had 
a King, and not applicable toa tree country; and 
that in rendering their verdict they ought not to 
recognize its validity. Wil any one use that ar- 
gument here? I challenge any member on this 
floor to iive in his place, and stake his reputation, 
either for intell'gence or candor, by saying that 
these authorities are not binding upon us because 
they are English precedents. Will apy one do i? 
No one will—for every one here ought to know, if 
he does no!, that the parliamentary law of Eng- 
land, whenever applicable to the nature of our 


Government, has always been recognized by the 


jurists of our country as entitled to the same res- 
péct and possessing the same authority as the 
common law; which was the national inheritance 
we received from our fatherland, and which, in 
fact, is the common source of all our free institu- 
tions. 

If, then, the members from New Jersey produce 
the credentials which the Legislature of their State 
has provided by law, and jf that provision of their ` 
Legislature is in pursuance of a right guarantied 
by the Constitution of the United States, why’ will 
this House refuse them a participatioa in all the 
rights and privileges, as well those which are inci- 
dent to organization as to legislation afterwards? 
If it has been the established usage, from the origin 
of the Government,to admit to their seats those havy- 
ing the certificates of election required by law, why 
will you now, for the first time, violate this settled 
principle, and innovate upon a practice which has 
become the parliamentary law of all free legisla- 
tion? Bat, sir, how have the authorities which 
have been adduced, and the arguments which have 
been made, in defence of the Constitution and the 
laws, been met on this occasion? Have they been 
received and been replied to with courtesy and 
candor? No, sir. Gent'emen, afier having re- 
ceived authorities which they could not controvert, 
and arguments which they could not answer, have 
attempled to evade them by sneering and ridicule. 
They tell us they will not be fettered by precedent, 
or trammelled by the forms and technicalities of 
the law.. And I, for one, Was sorry to hear that 
doctrine. avowed on this floor. .I think it mist 
be the first time that that destructive, jacobinical 
principle has been promulgated in this Hall. I 
was aware that. that doctrine had its advocates 
among the wre'ched rabble that infest our Northera 
cities; but never did I expectto :ee the day when 
an American Representative would openly avow 
iton this floor. The avowal ofsach a doctirine I 
consider to be an outrage upon the sanctity of this 
Hall. Yes, sir, this Hall, which was con-ecrated 
to freedom; which was designed as an ark to pre- 
serve inviolate the Constitu ion, amid. the deluge. 
of political strife which is sweeping over the Jand; 
this Hall, which was expressly intended to perpet- 
uate the power and majesty of the law, has been 
desecrated—yes, desecrated—by the avowal of 
doctrines which, if carried fully out into practice, . 
would not, only sap the foundations of our free 
institutions, but would, in its levelling career, raze 
to the ground the fair fabric under whose dome 
we are now assembled. Yes, I repeat it, and I 
call upon the American People to beware, that 
their institutions are in danger, when it is openly 
declared on this floor that the forms and techni- 
calitiés of the law are notto be regarded when 
they interpose an obstacle between a majority here 
and the attainment of a favorite object. And this 
declaration is the more alarming when it is. recol- 
leted that it comes ex cathedra; that it is made I7 
one who has been pointed out to me as the Hy oe 
of his party jn this. House,[Mr. Rares ae 
N. Y.;] and who, I must say, bas in HE een 
strain of denunciation and slang that oug 


itted by the seslor members of this 
Howe "Why, tai cre those technical rules and 
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useless forms of which the genileman from New 
York has spoken? They ate, so far as regards all 
the purposes for which they were designed, the 
sarpreme law of the land. What are your rules 
of order for your government here? They are the 
most technical of all technicalities, and yet they 
speak the commanding language of the law, and 
are as imperative and binding in their nature, and 
as much entitled to respect, as though you kept an 
army at your doors ready to enforce them. What 
Jends the sanction of majesty to our courts of law? 
Itis the formal and technical manncr in which 
justice is administered. What invests the consta- 
ble’s staff with a power as terrible as the tyrant’s 
sword? It isa mere technical procedure of a few 
moments in compliance with the forms of law. 
Bat, says the gentleman from New York, in the 
fury of bis party zeal, the forms and qnibbles of 


the law are not to be regarded when the rights of. 


the people are in danger. Now, it is absurd, it is 
paradoxical, to talk about the rights of the people 
conflicting with a law which they themselves have 
passed, in pursuance of a right which they have 
reserved to themselves in the Constitution; for it is 
the object of the Constitution to define those 
tights, and of the law to enforce them. If, then, 
the gentleman from New York is such a friend to 
popular rights and to the people of New Jersey, let 
him prove that his professions are sincere by aiding 
to carry into operation the laws which the people 
of that State have passed for the protection of their 
rights. Now, I understand, the gentleman from 
New York is himself a lawyer; and is it possible 
that he, who belongs to a profession that has, in all 
ages, stood up for the rights and fsanctity of the 
law against the encroachments of those in author.- 
ty—a profession that has, in all ages, included in 
its numbers the guardians and protectors of liberty, 
and the defenders of the rights of man; is it possi- 
ble, I say, that he will now become the derider 
and contemner of that very law for whose omni- 
potent power he is daily in the habit of contending? 

But, says the gentleman, my object is to take 
care of the people's rights, and I will not be ar- 
rested by the forms and technicalities of the law. 
Now, sir, I am not to be deluded by this cry about 
the people and the people's rights. As to all the. 
slang which we have heard upon that subject, I 
look upon it as too contemptible fornotice. It has 
always been the language wh:ch canning and cor- 
rapt men have used for the purpose of concealing 
their treacherous and sinister designs. It has 
always been the language of despots, when the law 
has interposed a barrier to their ambitious projects. 
Tyran's have always contended that their object 
was the good of the people, when viclating those 
very laws tbat the people themselves may have 
made for their own preservation. It was the 
langusge of Cromwell when, 
sancti'y,he clutched at unlimited power. It was 
the language of Robespierre when, from a pre- 
tended hatred to tyrants, he deluged France in the 
best blood of her sons. [tis the language of fanati- 
cism in our own day, when whetting the knife for 
our thoats, and kindling the torch for the destrac- 
tion of our homes. It is the langnage of the 
gentleman from New York in framing a pitifal 
excuse for trampling on the laws and Constitution 
of his country. Why, sir, I again ask, what are 
the forms and technicalities of the Constitution 
and the laws, which the gentleman from New 
York has so much derided? It is they whose 
unseen power is always in opesation, and which 
keers the wheels of Government in motion, not 
only whilst we are silting here, but whi'st we are 
repesing in our beds. It is they whes2 magic 


power brought us all here together ona given’ 


day—which protec's.us in the exercise of our 
duties here, and which invests with a sort of sanc- 
tity in the public eye, all our proceedings. It is 
they which arm your Sergeant-at-Arms with a 
power as ‘terrible as an army with banners”— 
which reconcile us to our labors and detention 
here, under the assurance that our homes and our 


fire-sides are protected against the assaults of 


rapine and violence. It is they whose “still small 
voice,” to use the language of my eloquent friend 
from. Georgia, [Mr. Niszer,) “speaks ina lan- 
guage as terrible as the thunders of heaven.” 


. 
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nant people the system of peculation and plunder 
by which the very life-blood of their prosperity 
has been exhausted; ay, sif, Suppose that a 
Speaker is to be elected, and that in the election of 
that Speaker are involved consequences of awful 
impcrt to tke party in power; we will goa little 
further, and suppose that a partisen Clerk is to be 
rewarded for his compliant disposition—does it 
require the spirit of prophecy to foretell what is to 
take place, if the precedent is now set, that the 
contesting a member’s Seat is sufficient cause for 
excluding him from all share in the organ zation of 
the House? Who does not see that in such a 
case no member of the party opposed to that in 
power, could be sure of bis seat without a contesi? 
The only question would be, who should be sacri- 
ficed to appease the demon of party. Estatlish 
this precedent, and where is it to end? It places 
the majority in the power of a factious and cor- 
rupt minority. It isa bribe and a lure held out 
to hypocrisy and corruption; for, whilst one party 
might refrain from these pretended contests frum a 
sense of propriety, all the advantage would enure 
to those who would not be restrained by any such 
correct motive, Establish the precedent that the 
mere contesting h's seat, is sufficient ground for 
setting aside any member, and depriving him of all 
share in the election ef Speaker and in the 
crganization of this House, and I fear the time is 
not far d'stant when no one who is opposed to the 
tenant of the White House at the other end of 
this city, will ever be allowed to take his seat 
quietly inthis Hall. Establish the princip'e that 
he is io ke unceremoniously deprived of his rght 
upon the mere complaint of some pretender, and 
you will soon have to provide some extraordinary 
power to enforce your decrees. For, I assure you, 
ihat whenever this system isattemp‘ed to be carried 
fully dut, you will find that there are some stubborn 
and unbending spirits in this country, who will 
defend their rights at the hazard of their lives, 
and who will only surrender them with their heart’s 
best blood. Establish the precedent, that party 
matice is to be gratifiel, and party vengeance 
satiated by this vexatious and tyrannical process, 
and you may as well at once organize a corps of 
bandits, to enforce your savage and despotic orders. 
Yes, sir, I fear the time is fast approaching when 
every friend of the Constitution and the laws who 
presents himself for admittance here, will be com- 
pelled to march up to that table with his commis- 
sionin one hand and his degger in the other. I 
say not this inidle bravado; it is forced upon me 
by the scene I witnessed on Friday last. When the 
Constitution and the laws are dethroned, violence 
and faction must usurp their places; and in that 
case there is no other alternative left the oppressed 
but tame and quiet submission, or a resortie phy- 
sical force. 

The precedent proposed to be set will not only 
empower a minority to overrule ard control a ma- 
jority ,Jout it will enable them to prevent the organiza- 
tion of this House altogether. Suppose, for fac- 
tious purposes, a majority of the seats on this floor 
should be contested on the assembling of the mem- 
bers. What sortof a spectacle do you then ex- 
hibit? According to the rule insisted on here, all 
those whose seats are ccntested must stand aside. 
And there you are; the minority cannot organize, 
according to the Censtitation, for they would 
not constitute a quorum; and thas the Government 
is suspend 2d, and the future existence of this body 
dependent on the whims and caprices of a meager 
minority here. What could be done in such a case? 
A minority could not constitutionally electa Speak- _ 
er; they would be equally impotent to pass judg- 
ment upon any of the contested sea's. And you 
have already decided that those whose seats are 
contested should not vote in what you are pleased | 
to -call their own case, alihough the rights and 
interests of their constituents, and the sovereignty 
of the States they represent, might be involved in 
the isste. So yousee,that assoon as you depart 
from the Constitution and the laws—as soon as 
you depart from the established usage of parlia- 
mentary proceediog—you become lost in a laby- 
rinth of difficulties, from which the ingenuity of an 
Ariadne can afford you noclew of escape. And, 
as has already been proved in the course of our, 


law which give us our existence as a r. presentative 
body, and which will strip us of cur power at the 
appoint:d time. Itisto them that the gentleman 
from New York himself owes the privilege of a 
seat on this flocr—for, without the forms of law, 
his constituents could not have sent him here— 
and the opportunity which he has had, of sneering 
at, deriding, aud contemning the very power which 
clothes him with his representative character. 

But, sir, we are not only bound by the Constitu- 
tion and the law of Parliament to admit the mem- 
bers having the legal returns, but reacon and com- 
mon sense must suggest that we cannot depart 
{rom that course wihout becoming involved in 
inextricable difficulties. Before organization we 
can do nothing except what is inc dental to organi- 
zation; itis only by the act of organization that we 
become invested with a representalive power, able 
and capable of enforcing our decrees. Is it not 
evident, then, that, upon as-embling together, reason 
and convenieace both. require that no obstacle 
should be presented which is calculated to embar- 
rass us ia the act of organizing? I think the posi- 
tion has teen properly taken and forcib'y illustrated 
here, that, before we are organized, we can exer- 
cise no power except what is necessary to organ za- 
tion; the reason of which is perfectly plain, since | 
the Constitution requires that we should exercise 
no power, either legislative or judicial, except under 
the sacred responsibility of an oath. And we dis- 
regard the Constitution altogether if, before we are . 
organized—or even afterwards—we prejudge the 
ease without hearing the evidence on both sides. 
In either case we constitute ourselves into a revolu- 
tionary tribunal for the purpose of disfi anchising 
men whocome here armed with the same power and 
clothed with the same authority that we do. The 
confasion and inconvenience resulting from the 
adoption of any other course than that cf allowing 
the members having the lawful cerificates to take 
their seats, was urged. upon us at the very com- 
mencement of this difficulty; it was predicted by 
the distinguished gent'eman for Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Serczant,) who, in the forcible language of 
eloquent truth, foretold the very difficulties which 
have since taken place; and whose clear and logical 
mind, on yesterday, placed this matier in so clear 
-a point of view that “he who ran might read.” 
His argument has not been answered, and never 
will.be answered. It will stand as an enduring 
monument not only of his patriotism and his in- 
tellect, but of his devotion to the rights of the 
States.. Yes, strange as it may seem, that honor- 
able gentlenan—who, as he told us, has never been 
over-zzalous in his advocacy of Siate rights—has 
on this occasion stood forth as their champion; 
while others, from whom we had a right to expect 
it, have deserted the post of duty. ; 

The course insis‘ed on by the other party will, 
at any time, place itin the power ofa factious 
and turbulent minority to control the action of a 
majority; in fact, it will place the destinies of, this 
Government st the mercy of unprincipled , and 
partisan agitators. _ Suppose, for instance, that 
parties are pretty nearly balanced in this House at 
any time hereafter—what an easy matter will it be 
for a few factious partisans of the minority party to 
get up a pretended contest against just: enough 
members of the majority, who, being set aside, 
will throw the majority the other way. And think 
you it will not be frequently done if the precedent 
is now set? ‘And, in times of high party excitement, 
to what length will not this disorganizing spirit be 
indulged?. Suppose, for instance, at some time 
hereafter in the history of this couXtry, a corrupt 
and profligate Administration shail, by fraud and 
bribery, have fortified themselves in the strongholds 
of power; suppose that the people of this country, 
after having long suffered all the evils of tyranny 
and misrule, shall have aroused themselves, and, 
by a mighty effort at the ballot-box, shall have re- 
turned to this House a majority opposed to the 
reigning dynasty; suppos®, too, this shall happen 
at a session previous‘to the Presidential election; 
suppose the party in power shall have become 
alarmed at the prospect of a system of investiga- 
tion which is to drag to light their miserable 
corruption and hypocrisy, and expose to an indig- 
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proceedings, the further you proceed the more you 
become involved, till finally, forthe purpose of 
extricating yourselves you are compelled to over- 
leap “all law, all precedent, all right.” 

Bat, say gentlemen on the other side, the fraud 
in this case isso palpable and evident that we 
must go behind the return. Well, if there be a 
fraud in this case—and, by the bye, I deny the 
fact, until itis proven—we cannot now remedy 
the evil; we cannot now do justice to the injured, 
or punish the offender; because we are not com- 
petent to try the case until the House is fully 
organized, until the subject has undergone inves- 
tigation before a committee and all the facts re- 
ported, and antil we are a 
fed to sit upon the trial of the case. If wrong has 
been done, let New Jersey herself inflict ‘the 
panishment where it belongs, and let it come from 


jury regularly empanel- 
ii the Constitution 
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:: and binding as the decrees of Federal power, when 


the soarce whence it onght. These gent'emen who © 


prevent credentials here, come here as the repre- 
sentatives of the people of New Jersey. ‘The 
people of that State have entrusted to their Go- 
vernor the power to declare in his official charac- 
ter who may have received a majority of the 
ppular vote; he is responsible to them, and if he 
has acted fraudulently and in bad faith, let them 
visit their vengeance upon him. Lit it be recol- 
lected that it is the people of New Jersey, and not 


volved in the decision of this. case; they have pre- 
scribed the manner in which their choice is to be 
expre<sed; 
which is to inform yow of that choice; and if gen- 
tlemen here sit themselves up as the guardians and 


protectors of the rights of the people of New Jersey, | 
they are bound to respect the evidence which | 
be conclusive as to thejr | 


their laws declare to 
choice. If you are the friends of New Jersey, ‘do 
not disfranchise her on this floor, but prove the 
sincerity of your professions by your conduct; 
respect her institutions and: her‘ Jaws, which 
declare to you the credentials by which her repre. 
seatatives are to be known. But itis said there 
was fraud practised upon the people by the Gover- 
nor and Council. If there was, and you as private 
individuals, had Satisfactory ` proof of the fact, 
you certainly cannot now, when sitting in your 
representative character, reecgnize as proper 
evidence that information which you may have 
received, and by which you may have suffered 
yeur cpinions to be influenced, as Private men. 
But what evi-lence have you that there was frand? 
Do you arrive at that conclusion from the ex parte 
statements of seurritous and pensioned newspapers? 
Wall you sit in jadgment upon the case, before 
you have heard the evidenee and the counter s'ate- 
ments on the other side? Ifyou suffer yourszlves 
to be prejudiced by one-sided Statements, how can 
you approach this subject hereafter with the calm- 
ness and discretion which its importance requires? 
iwarn gentleman now, that, by prejadging this 
case, (hey will be incapacitated from sitting in 
trial upon it hereafter. After pursuing this course, 
will they b2 able to say that they are ready to 
try the case upon its merits, free from all prejudice 
and bias of opinion? Certainly they cannot; and I 
call upon the House, and upon the country, to 
bear wiinese that if gentlemen pass judgment upon 
this matter now, without hearing and comparing 
t he evidence on both sides, that they will be estop-. 
ped, as well by a sense of delicacy as of justice, 
from sitting upon the case when it comes up for 
finalaction. For, in. that case, they will be a 
packed jury; they wiil have prejudged the case; 
they will have formed and express:d an opinion; 
that opinion will be a matter of record ; for the 
sake of coasistency they will not recede; and when 
Pride and prejudice are both aroused, what chance 
Will feeble justice stand? None, none whatever. 
But there is another objection to excluding these 
members from New Jersey, who come here with - 
the legal ceriificates—an objection which, with me, 
I8 paramount to all others, It is trampliag upon 
the r-ghts and setting at defiance the laws and insti- 
tons of a covere'zn Siate. In regard to this mat- 
ter, I am well aware of the delicacy of my posi- 
tion; and itis in a measure owing to that, that [ 
have been induced to trouble the House on the 
present occasion. [belong to that small number 


they have- prescribed the evidence | 


| 
f 
f 
| 


` poanded by the 


| violated. - If I understand 
_ this is the great conservative p inc’ple of our sys- 
_ tem, which is equally well 
|, the headlong ćar: er of that rabid Democracy which 
| is sweeping over the land, as for checking the slow 
a mere faction in that State, whose righ’s are in- i 


| how stands the application of this 
; case now before us? The Constitu 


cesed. The people of New Jersey have said that 


- Picktns,] sovereignty re.ites in the people, and 
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H. of Reps. 


and his compeers have heretofore made in defence 
of the righ's of the States—when I think of the 
time when the chivalry of South Carolina stood up 
here, almost unaided and alone, battering against 
the leg’ons of despotism, and now behold her sons 
leagued with the very men who were then urging 
atyrantto put them to death— I Say, when I 
see this, Iam ready to inquire, “Is it fancy, or is it 
fac:?” But if evidence is lacking to remove all 
doubt, go to the record, and there behold the names 
of that gentleman and his colleagues, with one 
saving exception, associated with the very men, 
a contact with whom, a short time Since, he would 
have avoided as a pestilence. A comparison of 
the events of a few by gone years,with those of the 
present time, are sufficient to convince the mcst 
sanguine of the fading nature of human glory, and 
the instability of thehuman mind. Compare South 
Carolina now with what she was a short time since. 
When I reflect that but a few years ago that 
gallant State seemed to be the only place in this 
Union where freedom had a resting place—that 
in her temples alone the sacret fire of liberty 
seemed to te kept barning—when I think of the 
sublime morat spectacle she presented to the 
world, when, having planted her banner on the 
ramparts of the Constitution, she bid defiance to a 
world in arms—I say when I think of that time, 
and now behold her united with the very men who 
were then thirsting for her blood-—and that, too, 
for the parpose of trampling upon the rights of a 
Sovercizn State—I am ready to exclaim, in ‘the 
lacguage which Shakspeare has put in the mouth 
of Cassius, when lamenting the degeneracy of his 
country — l 


in the Sonth who claim, par excellence, to be State 
Rigbts men, and who were for a long time placed 
under the ban of proscription by both the great 
leading parties in th's country. And I am, more- 
Over, one of those who stood firm and steadfast by 
their principles and the Constitution, when our 
great leader and captain went over to the enemy. 
And according to my view of State rights, I should 
prove recreant to all the Principles of that school, 
if I could stand quietly by, and see the laws of a 
sovereing State passed in pursuance of a right re- 
Served in the Constitution, dis:egarded and set at 
naught. Why, sir, what is Siae rights, as ex- 
fathers of our faith? It is, that all 
privileges reserved to the States in 
are sacred and inviolabl>; that a!l 
laws passed in pursuance thereof are as imperative 


those rights and 


backed by an army of mercenar.es to enforce them; 
and, to carry the principle fully out, that the States 
“< not on'y have the rght, but that they are in duly 
bound, to interpose tor arresting the pregress of 
the evil,” whenever those rights are wantonly 
it, this is State rights; 


calculated for arresting 


and cautious progress of Federal usurpation. Well, 
principe to-the 
tion guaranties 
to New Jersey, in common with the other States, 
the regulation cf her own elections; and the Legis- 
latare of (hat State, in pursuance of such right, did 
pass a la v, which I have read, declaring what sort 
of commissions should be evidence of election on 
this floor. An election has been held according to 
the regulations of that law; the members who pre- 
Sent themselves produce commissions which are 
made out accor ling to all the requirements of that 
law, and-how do you treat them? Instead of treat- 
ing them with proper respect, instead of recogniz- 
ing them as equals—which you are bound ito do, 
if you respect the reserved rights of New Jersey 
and the laws. enacted in pursuance of those rights 
you tell them to stand aside; you att mpt to 
drive them contumeliously frcm this Hall; and 
some here have gone so far as to insult them, by 
calling them the Goyernor’s representatives Now, 
if this is Siate rights, then I must confess I have 
studied the subject to bat litt'e purpese, 

Really, sie after hearing ‘this ‘discussion, if it 
were pessib'e to endue an abstract Principle with 
the power of speeeh, we'l. migit Siate Rights ex- 

‘claim, “ Save me from my friends, and I will take 
care of my enemies.” For strange as it may seem, 
the rights of the States, daring this debate, have 
found advocates where they had no right to expect 
them; while those who were bound ‘by every con- 
sideration to defend them, have bzen aiming a 
dead'y blow at their very existence. But, says the 
honerabie gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 


“ Age, thou art shamed:” 
Carolina, “thou hast lost the breed of noble bloods,” 

I mean no disrespect to South Carolina, or those 
who now control her destinies. I have a right, if 
any one has, to allude to her position, and to 
speak out fully and freely upon this subject; for 
the time once was, when “clouds and dark- 
hess” hung upon her borders, that the sound of 
the first gun would have been the signal for my 
departure, and the first drop of blood would have 
cemented my destiny to her’s for weal or for wo; 
with her I ‘would have marched on to vietory and 
to glory, or else I would have bleached her hills 
with my bones, 

Why, sir, the time has been when, if this at- 
tempt-had been made to trample upon the rights of 
a sovereiga State, the honorable gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Pickens] could not have been 
kept chained to his seat. He would have sprunz 
to his feet like a tiger from ‘his jungle, and 
the tones of his eloquent indiggation would 
not yet have been done ringing in this Hall, nor the 
minions of power yet been done quaking beneath 
their thrilling influence. But “a change has come 
over the spirit of his dream;” and he, who onze 
bore aloft in this Hall the tattered banner of the 
Constitution, undismayed by{power and unseduced 
by the glitter of place, is now found doing “good 
service” in the ranks of the very men who were 
then for hanging him on a gallows as high as 
Haman’. 1 presume it is too late, or I would 
even now, unknown and obsčure as Iam here, 
make one last appeal to that gentleman. I would 
appeal to him by the recollection of those scenes 
that once bound together every true friend of 8 ate 
rights in the South “wit hooks of steel;” I would 
app2al to him by the common dangérs which 
threatened us,and the common odium which we 
incurred~ by the chivalry of his own natore—by 
the fame which he has acqaired, and the glory 
which -once encircled his State—by all these [ 
would appeal to him, to return once more to the 
defence of the Constitution and the laws, and to 
give us once more, in the strugg’e we are making, 
the aidof his powerfal arm. I beseech him to 
turn bis back upon his new political a oh 
who will sedace him not only to the t e 
his own fair fame, but to the destruc ion of beech 
institutions of our common country. I b 

; aar. - hose false idols, | 
him to quit ‘the worship or t the pure fit 
which he has been seduced from p x 


B ‘to worship in 
of his fathers, and return once more to ° 
the temple of that faith, whose grspel PR iš 
sfttution, and whose commentary 4 


not in the Governorand Council. 1 presume that 
gentieman is not bkely to gain any add tional 
credit fer sagacity by ‘this diseovery; he will find 
no one to moot that pcint with him: every one will 
admit that sovere gnty resides in the people—no 
one will insi t that itis in the Goveraor and Coun- 
cil. Bat, itis an attribate of sovereignty 10 defire 
the manner in which that Sovereignty is to be exer- 


it is through the Governor and Council that -their 
will is to be made known: oa this floor. And if 
the people of New Jersey are sovereign, as admitted 
by the gentleman from Sou:h Carolina, their regu» 
lations in regard to their elections, when constitui- 
tionally made, are also sovereign. The Governor 
is the agent whom the peopte of New Jersey have 
selected to inform this House of the choice; he js 
their lawfa'iy constitu'ed attorney; his power of 
allorney is registered in ihe statute law of their 
State; and that maxim of the common law, that 
“ what ore does through another he does of him- 
self,” is as old as Englivh liberty itself. 

- Sir I mast confess I felt mortified ani disap- 
pointe] at the course parsued by the honcrable 
gentleman from South Carolina. In fact, when 
| think of the gallant stand whieh thet gentleman 
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If this deed is consummated, then, in the sincer- 
ity of my soul, do I believe that State rights will 
have received a wound from which they will never 
recover, till the States shall have arisen in the 
majesty of their power, and remodelled the Go- 
yernment upon the original basis planned and 
designed by tae fathers of the Republic. What 
little vitality was left in them by the proclamation 
and force bill will then have been extinguished 


forever. A precedent will have been set, which | 


will be appealed to in after times as justifying any 
outrage, no matter how. flagrant soever it may be. 
And what is the most melancholy reflection at- 
tending this who'e transaction is, that the very 
men who a shoit time since were threatened 
as the victims to appease tae wrath ofa tyrant, 
who sought to gratify his vengeance by the over- 
throw of all the barriers which the Constitution 
had erecied around the rights of. the States, are 
now about t0 officiate as the priests of the sacrifice. 
Carry out your contemplated object, consummate 
this outrage upon the privileges of the representa- 
tives of freemen, and this violation of the rights ef 
a sovereign State and the degradaticn of your 
country will be complete. 
committed an act, equalled only in depravity and 
party malignity by a scene which took place but a 


You will then have | 


[i 


few short years since in the other end of this ` 


building, 


when a subservient Senate, crouching — 


like hounds beneath the lash of theif master, : 
defiled, nay, destroyed, the very record which they . 


had sworn before their God and their country to 
“keep” 
similarity between the two cases. In that case, 
the records of the country were expunged to gratifiy 
. the malice of a iyrant; in this case, it is proposed 
to the representation of a sovereign State 
merely to effect a temporary party triumph. In 
this case, as in that, elequence and argument have 
pleaded, and pieaded in vain. But the oracles 
of party have spoken, the mandate hath gone 
forth, and the sacrifice must now be made, even 
though it require the immolation of the Constitution 
itself. Do the deed, and the expungers will again 
raise their shame-stricken heads; they may then 
stalk in triumph through this Hall, and taunt us 
by saying, “You arenow no beter than we.” I, 
for one, wash my hands of this business. And, as 
the representative ın part of one of the sovereign 
States of this Union, I now enter my most soleman 
protest against it. I protest against it inthe name 
of our common country, whose honor and dignity 
will be compromised by such an unparalleled act 
of party madness. I protest againstit in the name 
of the Ccnstitution, which is not only the bulwark 
of our national fseedom, but the only guarantee 
of our civil righ's. I protest agaiast itin the name 
of those established usages which come down to us 
sanclified by the test of time, and the examp'e of 
a glorious ancestry. I protest against it in the 
name of New Jersey, and of my own State, which 
may, perhaps, fall the next victim to this. insatiate 
appetite of party voracity.. And, in conclusion, 
I appeal to this House to reflect upon the act they 
are about to commit. I appeal to themin the 
name of our common country, which has such 
claims upon our devotion; in the name of that 
Constitution which was purchased by the blood 
and treasure of the Revolution; ia the name of 
those time-honored usages which we received from 
the hands of our fathers; in the name of New 
Jersey—her achievements in science and in arms, 
the glory which rests around the names of her sons, 
the blood which she shed at Monmouth, at Prince- 
tcn, and at Trenton; and, finally ia the name of 
that God who will not look unangered upon injustice 
and fraud; by all these I appeal to you to pause, 
and do not s‘ain the escutcheon of your country 
with a blot which time will never expunge. 
ATT 
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In the-House of Representatives, 
On the resolation of Mr; Ca 
all memorials and papersAn the possession of 

_ the House relative to thy” New Jersey elections 
be referred to the Committee of Elections. 
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sacred andinviolate. There isa striking | 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
New Jersey Question—Mr. Starkweather. 


Mr. STARK WEATHER said it was, perhaps, 
embarrassing, under any circumstances, to make 
an apology to the House for claiming its attention; 
yet he must confess, that though he rose with 
much embarrassment when he first addressed the 
Chair, he was still more embarrassed now, in con- 
sequence of the interruptions to which he had been 
subjected. He would endeavor, however, to get 
back to the position he assumed when he was first 
up. He had then said that the question before 
this House was, can the Governor of New Jersey 
elect members to Congress? or what, in fact, 
amounts to the same, can he furnish evidence of 
an election behind which this House cannot go? 
He had then said that it had been proven by testi- 
mony read before this House—that it was part of 
the history of the country—that it had been ad- 
mitted by the geatleman from New Jersey, (Mr. 
Ranporrs,] that Mr. Aycriaa and his associates, 
who brought with them the certificates of Governor 
-Pennington and the broad seal of the State, had 
not received a majority of the votes of New Jer- 
sey, but that Mr. DICKERSON and his associates 
had; and now (said Mr. S ) I plant myself on the 
first clause of the Constitution, which declares that 
every second year the people of the several States 
shall choose members of the House of Representa- 
tives. That was the position he assumed; and, in 
examining the Constitution, he found no authority 
to give to the Governors of the States the power to 
elect Representatives in the Congress of the United 
States; he found no authority which gave to the 
Privy Council of a Guvernor the power to elect 
them, and he found no authority which gave such 
power to the clerks of the county couris. I as- 
sume (said Mr. S.) that the Constitution means 
what it says: “that the House of Representatives 
shall be composed of members chosen every se- 
cond year by the people of the several States;” but 
perhaps I may be met here by the arguments of 
the gentlemen from Virginia, Pennsylvania, and 
Massachusetts, [Messts..Borts, SERGEANT, and 
Apams,] that they did not contend that the Gover- 
nor or the Privy Council, or the county court 
clerks of New Jersey, had the power to elect 


_ Representatives, but that they only could fur- 


nish the legal evidence of election. I ask 
them, then, triumphantly, by what authority 
are Messrs. Aycriac, MAXWELL, and ther asso- 
eiates here. It is admitted, on all hands, that they 
are not here under the authority of an election by 
the people, as the Constitution requires—that the 
suffrages of the people were given to others; and 
by what authority then, I ask, do they present 
themselves here? I assume (continued Mr. S.) 
that the power of election is vested in the people, 
while the gentlemen say that it is vested ia the Go- 
vernor and Privy Council. Let us test that question 
for a-moment. Has the Governor of a State the 
power to elect representatives of the people in this 
House? Thatis the point. If he has, where are 
your free institutions? and-what value is there in 
your elective franchis:? Has he the power to 
make the evidence by which the right of member- 
ship 'shall be determined? Gentlemen . contend 
that the certificate and broad seal is the only evi- 
dence. Then, I ask, where is the authority given 
him in theConstitation to make this evidenze? If 
he has it, of what value is the elective franchise, 


and for what purpose should the people ascemble |; 


together to choose ther repre entatives? If he can 
exclude those elec’ed by the authority of the pe:- 
ple, I ask what is the elective franchise worth? 
Gentlemen say that this House, in determining the 


right to seats in it cannot go beyond the certificate | 


and broad seal, and that if it does, it will run into 
inevitable error. One gentleman says that it is 
conclusive evidence; another (Mr. Wise] that it 
is prina faeie evidence, behind which you cannot 


go, contending that if you do not give the members. | 


ho'ding it the seats they claim, you can never or- 
ganize. They tell you that the members of this 
House elected by the people, and whose rights no 
one disputes, are not competent to act until they are 
qualified by the solemnity of an oath;while the mem- 
ber from Pennsylvania{Mr.Szrceanr, ]tells you that 
from the moment an individual receives his certi- 
ficate from the Governor of a State, he is clothed 
with all the privileges, all the rights, and all the 
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| immunities of a member of Congress. He tells 
you farther, that a court of justice cannot go be. 
hind the broad seal, but must admit the individual 
possessing it, no matter how he came by it, to ali 
the rights and privileges of a member of Congress. 
Let me sta'e that question, in order to see the ex- 
tent to which the doctrine of the gentleman would 
lead. Suppose the Governor of New Jersey, in- 
stead of giving his certificates to six members, had 
given them to twelve, and that all ofthem, starting 
in the same stage for Weshingion, should be ar- 
rested on their way, and should be brought up be- 
fore. a judge on a habeas corpus. The learned 
gentleman from Pennsylvania would say that the 
judge cannot go behind the certificates; and when 
he has released six of them, the gentleman would 
bring up the seventh and demand his release or. the 
ground that he pcssessed the ceruficate and broad 
seal of a Governor, behind which he could not go; 
and thus get the discharge of every citizen of New 
Jersey, to whem the Governor might choose to 
give a certificate. This is precisely what the doc- 
trine of the gentleman would lead to. The gentle- 
man lays great s'ress also on their possession of 
the franking privilege. Is it so, that the Governor 
of New Jersey can give the franking privilege? 
That is not found in the bend—it is possessed by 
none but those to whom the Constitu ion and the 
laws have given it—members elected by the people. 


I contend, said Mr. S. that this House must go 
behind the certificate of the Governor when it is 
necessary to do so, or this Government is dissolved. 
Let me, said he, test that position. The Constitu- 
tion provides that this House shall be the judge of 
the elections, . returns, and qualifications of its 
members; but gentlemen say they cannot judge 
until they have taken the oath prescribed by the 
act of 1798. So say the gent’emen from Virginia, 
from Massachuset’s, and from New Jersey, 
[Messrs. Wise, Apams, and Ranpotrn;] and the 
gentleman from Virginia, in elucidation of his 
pos tion, recounted the anecdote told of the late 
John Randolph, that on being questioned by the 
Speaker whether he was qualified in regard to 
age, shook his long skinny finger at him, and an- 
swered: ‘Go ask those who sent me.” Suppose, 
then, that Governor Pennington, in the plenitude 
of his power and his corruption, had given to six 
of the sable sons of Africa bis certificates of elec- 
tion; or, said Mr S. I will take the highly intellec- 
tual and civil'zed tribe of the Hottentots—suppose 
he had given his certificates to six of this tribe, 
and they hal presented themselves here, demand- 
ing tobe sworn as members—-ihe gen'!leman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] wou'd no doubt 
te willing to receive them, while the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Wise] would have called upon 
the Sergeant-at-arms to have them :emoved. Ob- 
serve the predicament in which the gentleman 
ftom Virginia would be placed. These dist.n- 
guished sons of Africa would have shaken at the 
gentleman the Governor’s. certificate and broad 
seal, with as much display as Mr. Randolph did tis 
skinny finger at the Speaker, and told him, in his 
own words, that he could not go behiad it; while 
he would have looked at i: with as much reverence 
as the Jews of old did on the Ark of the Covenant, 
and in despite of ‘hide, hair, and complexion,” 
have permitted them to take their seats. I have 
said, continued Mr, S. that this House must go be- 
hind the Governor’s cerlificates,or this Government 
is dissolved—and, feeble as Iam in argument, I 
challenge contradict’on. If the certificate of the 
Governor of New Jersey is of such sanctity that 
you can neither go behind it, nor around it, ner 
pass over it, I presume that the certificate of the 
Governor of New York is equally binding, The 
Governor of New York might send on here forty 
representatives from the distinguished tribe of the 
Flatheads~no, not the whole forty, said Mr. S. 
for I never yet heard of a Whig Governcr who 
refused to give his certificates to Whig members 
| bat he gives certificates to a sufficient number of 
: Flatheads to fill the sea's of the Democratic mem- 
bers. These certificate members then come here, 
with just as much right as did Mr. Aycricc and 
his associates, and the gentleman from. Virginia 
says that we can nei'her go behind, nor bey ond, 
i nor around their certificates and broad sesls, and 
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they must take their seats. According to the gen- 
tleman’s doctrine you mast goon m this way un- 
til you get a sufficient namber of foreigners, aliens, 
and Whigs, to give a majority of this House ; and 
until the Speaker is elected, and the committees 
appointed, you can do nothing—you are bound 


point their own committees, and then they have all 
that they want to continue themselves in power for 
the whole Congress. The time may come when 
there will be three candidates for the Presidency, 
and the votes will be so distributed as to bring the 
e'ection into the House. These certificate and un- 
constitutional members will then make for the 
people of the United S'ates their President—will 
make for them their laws—and for the simple rea- 


son that we cannot go behind the certificate of a | 
Governor till the House is organized ; and when it | 


is organized, and with sach members, I inquire of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania how you can 
ever oust them and organize again. 

Again. say gentlemen, you cannot go behind the 
broad seal until the House is organized; you can- 
not adju ticate until the Speaker is elected, and the 
oath administered, because there is no preeedent 
to sanction it, from the organization of the Go- 
vernment to the present day. 


from the proper retarning officer, and no principle 
is better settled than that the return of-a lezally 
constituted officer is gcod until the contrary be 
Shown. But in that case, say gentlemen, the 
House, before organization, adjudicated only as to 


the legality of the certificate, ard determined that | 


it was informal. But here, the ceriificate is in ex- 
act accordance with law; it is word for word, let- 
ter for letter, and comma for comma. It the 
House, before organized, could adjudicate as to 


the law of that case, why cannot we, in this, adju- | 


dicate as to the fact? The case of Moore and 
Letcher is an exact parallel in princ’ple. 


` But, sir, sappose there is no preeedent to be 


found, authorizing us, before organized, to judge of 
the “election, returns,‘and qualifications of mem- 
bers,” and that precedent is the other way, 1s that 
conclusive evidence why it should not be done now? 
Are we to te bound down by precedents, when by 
following them, we bring inevitable rnin upon the 
country, and deprive the people of their dearest 
constitutional rights—the right of saffr.ge? When 
precedent points to truth, E would follow it; when 
it ‘eads to errror, I would abandon it. Sir, I have 
none of that holy reverenct for precedent that 
some gentlemen seem to have. Had not the pre- 
cedents and usages of the Jews been broken down, by 
what they termed a new and strange d::ctrine, the 
first whisperings of the Gospel would have. been 
lost in the wilderness of Judea, and the grave would 
now be to us an eternal night, without the hope and 
consolation that wé shall hereafter rise from it 
to light, to life and glory. Where would be the 
wonders achieved by the mighty power of steam? 
Where the triumphs of the imm:rtal Falton, to 
whose inventive genius the winds and tides and 


ocean surrendered up their precedents? Where the | 
Where our | 


Declaration of our Independence? ; 
Constitution and our Republican form cf Govern- 
ment, had we adhered to oli systems, for fear of 
breaking down established precedents. Sir, I re- 
peat that when precedents are based ‘on trath, I 
pila them, when founded on error, I disregard 
them, 
_ The gentleman from Pennsylvania, I know not 
for what purpoze,’ as well as the gentleman from. 
New Jersey, and the “gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, (Messrs. Seaqeant, Ranpotpn, and ADAMS,] 
have appealed to the sympathies of this House, 
and eloquently discoursed on the deeds of noble 
daring done on the plains of New Jersey in the 
days of our Revolution. But I would submit to 
the logical mind of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, that all this does not prove that Messrs. 
Aycricc, Maxwett, Huatsrep, STRATTON, and 
Yorke, were elected by the people of New Jersey. 
For what purpose was such an appeal made? Was 
it addressed as an argument to this House, or was 
it an argument addres:ed to the galleries? 1 admit 
that it was eloquent in the extreme; and the gen- 
teman, with his fervid eloquence, bore me wiih 


In the ease of | 
Moore and Letcher a certificate ` was produced |! 


| its motto was the right of representation. For that 
| l! right I took part in those perilous scenes. 
hand and foot—they elect their own Speaker, ap- | 


' Bathere, even in New Jersey, has, for the first | 


ʻi fought?” And, ashe said this, the eye that had 


| tionery. 


_and you were sitting as a judge in the case, whether 
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him over the battle fields of New Jersey. It was 
there I heard, cr thought I heard, some remnant of 
76 discoursing with his children’s children. 
“Here,” says he, “I flung my banner to the breeze; 


Here 
the hand that grasped it was struck off. Swinging 
it with the other, I bore itinto the very face of the 
enemy. Then I sunk; and the last words I uttered 
were, the people shall elect their representatives. i 


time, been violated this sacred right, for which I 


grown dim with age kindled, and the sinews that 
had been worn out in his country’s defence, ; 
swelled with ind'gnation. Sir, it was for the right | 
of suffrage, the right ‘of representation, that the | 
best blood of the Revolution so freely flowed. 


If I recolleet aright, the gentleman from New i: 


York [Mr. Barnarp] delivered a very severe | 
philippic against Mr. Dickerson and his a soeiates, | 
and said that they were yet polluting this Hall w th 
their presence. Let. me. reply to him that those 
gentlemen claiming seats under tae certificate and 
broad seal of Governor Pennington, have been re- 
jected by the people of New Jersey—that they 
come here and are rejected by the House; they 
then come and démand to vote in their own ease, 
and they-are yet the second time rejected, and yet 
he third; and when the House is organized, and 
the members legally elected are sworn, they are 
found dragging their pollut:d political carcases up 
to the table, demanding to kiss the truth—I have 
not said to betray it. I wonder if they use sta- 
I heard it said by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. BELL,] that Messrs. Dickerson, 
Vroom, and their asscciates, had a daily supply of 
stationery from the Clerk, and he severely took 
them to task for their presumption in using it. 
Rejected by the people of New Jersey, rejected by 


ae 


this House, and rejected by common sens, I in- 
quire of these men of wax, Messrs. Aycrica and 
Co. if they use stationery. 

Tke gentlemin from North Carolina, whom I do | 
not see in h's seat, says that the party who sustain | 
the right of Mestrs. Dickerson, Vroom, and their | 
associates, are not competent to act, because they ; 
have prejudged the case. S'r, I did vote that the 
‘certificate members should not take their seats, and, 
if I remember rightly, that gentleman voted that they 
should. Then has he not prejudged the case? Tru- 
ly, sir, a Daviel came to judgment. 

Sir, there was a question propounded to you yes- 
terday, and prop:unded to you as a judge. The 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bors] asked you, 
if he was in possess on of a piece of property, un- 
der a legal deed, which another person claimed, 


you woull first turn him cut, and then inquire 
into the validity of his title? ‘Sir, the gentleman 
beeged the que-tion in the case supposed by him. 
We:say, facts say, and history says, that the New 
Jersey certificate members never had the posses- 
sion, or the right of potses-ion. The people, 
who alone had the right to give it, never 
gave it to them. But Jet us snppose a case 
more applicable to the gentleman himself. Sup- | 
pese you were seeking for your rigt ts, and he was | 
th: jadge.* You commit your ease to him, and | 
the first thing you find him dciog, is being en- 

gag:d in an angry debate, showing that yoù have 

ro t- gal 1ight—he the judge, and you the pétitioner. 
Would ycu believe, sir, that he entered into that 

angry ceba‘e for the purpose of doing you justice? 

No, sir; you would rather suppose that he had pre- 

judge 1 the case, and therefore was not competent 

to sit on it. I had supposed that it was the duty of 

a juge and jury to act impartially, and that they. 
should not decide upon a case till they had heard. 
all the evidence belonging to it. Sir, the same gen- 

tleman has said that he did not charge the respon- - 
s b lity of this transact'on on the Clerk. I rejoice 

that he has done so; for I have demanded, and sil 
do demand, to take my share of this responsibility. 

It is a responsiblity that I glory in—it is taking the - 
part of the p> ple in opposition to these who w: uld 


deprive them of their dearest rights, and render 


*Mr. Borts is on the Committee of Elections, `. 
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the elective franchise a solemn mockery; and I am 
ready to justify itany and atall times. gut stilt 
I believe that when my memory, and that of ths 
gentleman {rom Virginia shall be forgotten, the 
memory of the Clerk will live; live in the hearts of 
a free people. Hes:t himself up in opposition to 
the oppressions of a tyrant, on the righ's of a free 
people, and they will hold him in gratefal remem 
brance for the firm and manly stand he has taken 
in their behalf. I did voie to exclude Governor 
Pennington’s certificate members, and I claim my 


_ part of the glory in so doing. 


Mr. Speaker, I have detained this House longer 


: than I intended when I first took the floor, but 


I have but merely glanced at an error here, and an 
error-there in the various arguments of gentlemen 
opposed to me, that have been addressed to the 


. House daring a six weeks’ discussion; and in at- 


tempting-to expose those errors, if permited to 
borrow an idea, I wculd compare myself to some 
ancient mariner, who returns from his voyage, 
bringing home with him a shell from this shore, 
and a pebble from that, as specimens of what com- 
pose the mighty deep, and pave her thousand 
shoals. 


ARMED OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE, 
Tvuespay, January 7, 1840 
The bill for the armed occupation ang settlement 
of that part of. the Territory of Floridg overrun b 
hostile bands of maraud:ng Indians, bping the 
cial order, was taken up. F 
The bill haviug been read, Mr. B 
and explained its provisions, and enfi 
cessity of adopting it. He said it was the same 
biil, with some slight alterations in details, which 


| had passed the Senate at the last session, and that it 


came now recommended as one of the measures’ 
of the Administration for the pacification of F!lo- 
rida. From the Report ofthe Secretary at War he 
read as follows: 2 

“The passage of the bill introduced in the Senate 
during the last session, and partially acted upon in 
Congress, for the military occupation of Florida, 
would, it is believed, be attended with beneficial 
effects; and I further recommend that authority be 
given to the Executive to rais: one thousand men 
to serve during the war in Florida, who shall re- 
ceive the pay of dragoons, and, upon its termina- 
ton, a bounty in land. These men it is proposed 
to arm and equip and drill. in a manner to render 
them_egual to the Indian warrior in vig r and en- 
durance, and to employ them in active operations 
daring the ensuing winter. The exigences of the 
service, at this particular juncture, compel me to 
ask this additional force. .It will be seen that the 
state of the Western frontier requires the forces 
there to be increased rather than diminished, and 
the condition of the Canada frontier will not allow 
the withdrawal of the troops at present stationed 
there.” i 

Mr. B. said thet armed occupation was the. true 
way of settling a conquered country; it was the 
way. which had been followed in all ages, and in 
all countries, from the time that the children of 


| Istael entered the promised. land, with the imple- 


ments. of husbandry in one hand, and the weapons 
of warin the other. From that day to this, all 
conquered countries had been settled in that way. 
The Northern nations. bore . down on the South of 
Europe in that way; the settlers of the New World 
—our pilgrim forefathers and all—settled these 
S'ates in that manner; the settlement of Kentucky 
and Tennesse was effected in the same way. The 
armed settlers went forth to fight, and to cultivate; 
they lived in forts first, and emerged to separate 
set lements afterwards; and in every instance, an 
interest in the soil—an inheritance in the land— 
was the reward of their toils and dangers. The 
peninsula of Florida is now prepared for a 
ment; the enemy has been driven out of the field. 
He no lenger shows himself in force, oF iad: 
combat; but, dispersed and solitary, commis ine) 

vidual murders and masszcres. The country is 


ed settlemeat. ? 
are a it was. the fashion to depreciate the 
es 0 in F.orida; to speak of them 
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as having í done nothing; as having accomplishpe 
no object for the country, and acquired no eredit 
for themselves. This, he said, was a great error. 
The military had done an immensity there; they 
had done all that arms could do, and a great deal 
that the axe an} the spade could do. Tnaey had 
comple'ely conquered the country; that is to say, 


they had driven the enemy from the field; they had. | 


dispersed the foe; they had reduced them to a | 


roving banditti, whose only warfare was to murder 
stragglers and families. Let any one compare the 
present condition of Florida with what it was at 
ihe commence:nent of the war, and see what a 
change has taken place. Then combats were fre- 
quent. The Indians embodied continually; fought 
our troops, both regulars, militia and volunteers. 
Those hard contests cannot be forgotten. ‘Tt cannot 
be forgotten how often these Indians met our 
troops in force, or hung upon the flanks of 
marching columns, harassing and attacking 
them at every favorable point. Now all this 
is done. For two years past, we have heard 


of no such thing. The Indians, defeated in |. 
these encounters, and many of them removed to |. 


the West, have now retired from the field, and dis- ` 


persed in small parties over the whole peninsula of 
Florida. They are dispersed over a superficies of 


45,000 square miles, and that area sprinkled all | 


over with haunts adapted to their shelter, to which 


they retire for safety, like wild beasts, and emerge . 


again for rew mischief. Our military have then 
done much; they have done all that military can 
do; they have broken, dispersed, and scattered the 


enemy. They have driven them out of the field; || 


they have prepared the country for settlement, that 
is to say, for armed settlement. There has been 


', its limits. 
to retire to they would have been driven out of © 


no battle, no action, no skirmish, in Florida, for up- | 


wards of two years. The last combats were at 
Okeechobee and Caloosahatchee, above two years 
ago. There has been no war since that time; no- 
thing but individual massacres. The country has 
been waiting for settlers for two years; and this 
bill provides for them, and offers them induce- 
ments to settle. . 
Besides their mititary labors, our troops have 
dene an immensity of labor of a different kind. 
‘hey have penetrated and perforated the whole 
peninsn'a of Florida; they have gone through the 
Serbonian bogs of that peninsula ; they have gone 
where the white man’s foot never befure was seen 
to tread; and where no Indian believed it could 
evercome. They have gone from the Okeefckonee 
swamp to the Everglades; they have crossed the 
peninsula, backwards and forwards, from the Gulf 
of Mexico to the Atlantic ocean. They have 
sounded every morass, threaded every hammock, 
traced every creek, examined every lake, and made 
the topography of the country as well known as 
that of the counties of our States. The maps 
which the Topographical officers have construc‘ed, 
and the last of which is in the Report of the Secre- 
tary at War, attests the extent of these explorations, 
and the accuracy and minuteness of the surveys 
andexaminations. Besides all this, the troops have 
established some hundreds of posis; they have 
opened many hundred miles of wagon road; and 
they have constructed some thousands of feet of 
ciuseways and bridges. ‘These are great and me- 
ritorious labors. They are labors which prepare 
the country for settlement; prepare it for the 10,000 


armed cultivators which this b ll proposes to send 


there. l 
Mr. B. said he paid this tribute cheerfully to the 
merits of our military, and our volunteers and mi- 
litia employed in Florida; the more cheerfully, be- 
cause it was the inconsiderate custom of too many 
to depreciate the labors of these brave men. He 
took pleasure, here in his place, in the American 
Senzto, to do them justice; and that without draw- 
ing invidious comparisons—without attempting to 
exalt some, at the expense of others. He viewed | 
with a favorable eye—with friendly feelings—with 
prepossessions in their favor—all who were doing 
their best for their country; and all such—all who 
did their best for their couatry--should have h's 
suppert and applause, whether fortane was more 
or less kind to them, in crowning their meritorious 
exertions with success. He took pleasure in doing 
all this justice; but his tribute would be incomplete, 


Armed occupation of Florida—Mr. Benton. 


if he did notadd what was said by the Secretary at 
War, in his late report, and also by the immediate 
commander, General Taylor. The honorable Se- 
cretary says: 

“Until the operations of the campaign were in- 
terrupted by the attempt to negotiate with the In- 
dians, they were conducted with vigor and ability 
under that zealous and indefatigable officer, Bri- 


gadier General Taylor, who accomplished all that | 


could. be expected with the very limited mears at 
his command, spread out as they were over so ex- 
tensive a field of operations. Throughout the 
whole of this disastrous war the officers and men 
engaged in it have endured fatigue and privations, 
sickness and suffering, without a murmur or com- 


plaint, and have, on all occasions, exhibited the | 


qualities of brave and good soldiers. With untir- 


ing perseverance they have opened roads through 


they could bring him to battle, displayed the ut- 


| most coolness and intrepidity; in every instance 
driving him from his fastnesses. But all these ex- _ 


ertions and sacrifices have proved unavailing. 
Heretofore the Indian population of our States and 
Terri:ories has been expelled by the gradual in- 
crease and advances of a superior race. Whereas, 
in Florida the attempt has been made, for the first 


| the swamps ia pursuit of the enemy, and whenever _ 
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decide; but certain it is, boih officers and soldiers, 
of regulars, volunteers, and militia, have done their 
duty. 

“I believe those who have been with and near 
me, dwing the whole or part of the time I have 
had command ia Florida, will bear evidence to 
my zeal and exertions to carry out, in the most the 
prompt and effectual manner, the views and in 
siructions of the Government.” 

Mr. B. repeated, that the military had done their 
duty, and deserved well of their country. They 
had brought the war to that point, when there was 
no longer an enemy to be fought; when there was 
nothing left but a banditti to be extirpated. Con- 
gress, also, had tried its policy—the policy of peace 
and conciliation—and the effort only served to 
show the unparalleled treachery and savageism of 
the ferocious beasts with which we had to deal. 
He alluded to the attempts at negotiation and paci- 
fication, tried this summer under an intimation 


| from Congress. The House of Representatives, at 


the last session, voted $5,000 for opening negoti- 
aions with these Indians. When the appropri- 


' ation came te the Senate, it was objected to by 


time, to drive the aborigines from the unsettled | 
|, wilderness, or, what is still more difficalt, to catch | 


them for the purpose of transporting them beyond 
If the Indians of Florida hada country 


the Territory long age; but they are hemmed in by 
the sea, and must defend themselves to the utter- 
most, or surrender to be transported beyond it. To 


' reduce them to that extremity, spread, as they are, 


over a space of at least forty-five thousand square 
miles of country, abounding in provisions suited 
to their hab:ts, defended by a climate, benign to 
them, but deadly to the whites, and presenting dif- 
ficulties to the march of armies, that have been 
often described and cannot be exaggerated, will re- 
quire great exertions, and probably, other means 
than those hitherto tried.” 

Such is the merited eulogium pronounced by the 
Secrétary at War; Geo Taylor thus speaks of the 
men and officers under his command: - 

“The exertions made, the labor performed, and 
the privations endured by our troops, although not 
scccessful in bringing the enemy to battle, have 
been unparalleled. By reference to the map and 
accompanying report of Captain Mackay and 
Lieutenant Blake, topographical engineers, the 
length of new roads and bridges constructed, the 
numberof posts built or rebuilt, &c. may be seen. 
Besides what has beea done arourd the Okeefe- 
nokee, and of which I have no official knowledge, 
it will be observed that fifty-three new posts have 
been established, eight hundred and forty-eight 
miles of wagon road, and three thousand six hun- 
dred and forty-three feet. of causeway and bridges 
opened and constructed. 

“Besides which, every hammock and swamp 
between Fort Mellon and Tallahassee, quite across 
the country, has been thoroughly searched by de- 
tachments from the several columns. The troops 
have been constantly and actively employed, per- 
forming their duties with the utmost cheerfulness, 
so long as the most remote hope existed of forcing 
the enemy to battle. 

“The volunteers, under General Floyd, made 
every possible exertion to dislodge 'he enemy from 
the Okeefenokee and limits of Georgia. His re- 


port has been furnished the Department and pub- | 
lished, from which it will be seen that the regulars : 
under Major Loomis, 2d infantry, had their fall — 
proportion of the labors and privations of the cam- | 


aign. bee a 
“After the expiration of service of General 
Floyd’s command, a battalion of mounted Geor- 
gians was called into 
the troops under Major Loomis, 
in giving entire protection to the Georgia frontier. 
_“A few companies of Florida militia have also 
been called into service, from time to time, and 

have aided in quieting the alarm on the frontiers. 
“Whether or not the campaign was judiciously 
planned or properly executed, my superiors must 


himself and some others, from the knowledge they 


` had of the character of these Indians, and their 


belief that it would end in treachery and mis- 
fortune. The House adhered; the appropri- 
ation was made; the Administration acted upon 
it, as they felt bound to do; and behold 
the result of the attempt! The mo:t cruel and 
perfidious massacres plotted and contrived while 
making the treaty itself! a particular officer se- 
lected, and stipulated to be sent to a particular 
point, under the pretext of es ablishing a trading 


:, post, and as a protector, there to be massacred! a 


service under Brigadier Ge- : 
neralNelson, acting as Major, which, together | 
have succeeded | 


horrible massacre in reality perpetrated there; near 
seventy persons since massacred, including fami- 
lies; the Indians themselves emboldened by our 
offer of peace, and their saccess in treachery; and 
the whole aspect of the war. made worse by our 
injudicious attempt at pacification. But let the 
negotia‘or himself speak; let General Macomb 
give the history of this savage treachery, and show 
how the plan. of a diabolical massacre was laid in 
the very provisions of the treaty itself. This is 
whathe says, taking up the narrative, at the con- 
clusion of the treaty: ze 
“Matters being thus atranged, I made them some. 
presents in token of the good feeling of Govern- 
ment towards them; they cxpressed themselves 
greatly gratified and understood distinctly wha 
they promised to perform. Chito Tustanuggee 
signified a wish thal there might be a trading house 
established on Pease creek, for the accommodation of 
the Indians, so that there would be no necessity fer go-. 
ing beyond the limits assigned them, to exchange their 
peltries and other commodities for articles essential to 
them, and requested that Lieut. Colonel Harney might 
be appointed to establish a fort and trading house ac- 
cordingly, which was all promised.  Chitto Tusta-. 
nuggee, with his friends, under the protection of 
Lieut. Colonel Harney, returned to Cape Fiorida, 
and all the others departed, on the 23d, to their re- 
spective destinations, apparently with good feelings. 
“This state of things continued until the 23d of 
July, when a treacherous attack was made, on the 
detachment sfationed on the Caloosahatchee river, 
which had been sent there to establish the trading 
house and post agreeably to the terms of the agree- 
ment made, on the 18ih of May, at Fort King. 
The fulfilment of this part of the agreement was, 
as requested, intrusted to Lieut. Colonel Harney. 
Lieut Colonel Harney reports, that on the day 
preceding the attack, he arrived at the establishment. 
onthe Caloozahatchee, intending to remain several 
days; on his arrival, he found that all the chiefs 
who were to have met him there, had -not arrived. 


. He therefore, took the opportunity to run down to 


Sanybel island, at the mouth of the river, where he 
was actively engaged in hunting wild hogs, for the 
subsistence of the detachment, that he returned to 
the camp late at night, much fatigued, and threw 
himself on his couch, and fell asleep. Having no 
commissioned officer with him, he intrusted the 
post to the charge of a sergeant, in whom he had 
great confidence; he was awakened about day- 
break, by the firing and yells of the Indians, who 
had got possession of the camp, and killed the 
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sergeant and more than one-half of his men. 
Eleven soldiers and five citizens were killed; eight 

‘diers and two citizens escaped. Seven of the 
soldiers, taking refuge in a small sail boat, then 


lying off in the stream in which the two citizens || 


fortunately had slept that night, as soon as possi- 
ble weighed anchor, and favored by a light breeze, 
slipped off unperceived by the Indians. The colo- 
nel himself escaped with great difficulty, and afier 
walking fifteen miles down the river, followed by 
one soldier, came to a canoe, which he had left 
there the evening previous, and succeeded, by this 
means, in getting on board the sail boat, where he 
found those who had escaped in her. 

“The Indians had exhibiied the utmost friendship 
immediately previous to the attack, but Lieutenant 
Colonel Harney had, nevertheless, given orders to 
the sergeant to take the same precaution as if he 
doubted their sincerity; he returned to the camp on 
the night of the day of the attack, but found no one 
living; he remained, however, at the mouth of the 
river until the evening of the second day after the 
attack, ia hopes of picking up some of the 
who might have escaped, but in vain. 


“On Lieutenant Colonel Harney’s arrival at Key | 


Biscayne, six days after, he found Chitto Tasta- 
nuggee there with his family, waiting to be con- 
veyed to the Caloosahatchee. Chitto Tustanuggee 
asserted that he had no knowledge of the hesiile 


intentions of the Indians at the Caloosahatchee, and ` 


no participation in their deeds; and after an inter- 


view with Apiaka, declared that they would have |: 


blood for blood, to revenge the outrage. Since 


these occurrences, however, events have taken | 


place, which show 
no avail,” 

Mr. B. said that here was an instance of treache- 
ry, of which there was no paraliel in Indian war- 
fare. With all their treachery, the treaty ground 
is a sacred spot with the Indians; but here, in the 
very articles of a treaty itself, they plan a murder- 
ous destruction of an officer whom they solicited to 
be sent with them as their protector; and, to grati- 
fy all their passions of murder.and robb:ry at once, 
they stipulate to have their victims sent to a re- 
mote point, with settlers and traders, . as- well as 
soldiers, and with a supply of goods... All this 
they arranged; and too successfully did they execute 
the plan. And this was the beginning of their exe- 
cution of the treaty. Massacres, assassinations, 
robberies, and house burnings, have followed it up, 
until the suburbs of St. Augustine and Tallahassee 
are stained with blood, and blackened with fire. 
About seventy murders have since taken place, in- 
cluding the destruction of the ship wrecked crews 
and passengers on the southern extremity of the 
peninsula. 

The plan of Congress has, then, been tried; the 
experiment of negotiation has been tried, and has 
ended disastrously and cruelly for us, and with 
greatly augmenting the confidence and ferocity of 
the enemy. ` It puts an end to all idea of finishing 
the war there by peaceable negotiation. - Chastise- 
ment is what is due to these Indians, and what they. 
expect. They mean to keep no faith with the Go- 
verament; and henceforth they will expect no faith 
to be reposed ia them. The issue is now made; 
we have to expel them by force, or give up forty- 
five thousand square miles of te:ritory—much of 
it an old settled country—to be ravage by this 
banditti. a 

The plan of Congress has been tried, and has 
ended in disaster; the military have done all that. 
m litary can do; the Administration have now in 
toe country all the troops which can be spared for 
the purpose. They have there the one-half of our 
regular infantry, to wit, four regiments out of 
eight; they have there the one half of our dragoons, 
10 wil, one regiment ; they even have there a part of 
our artiilery, to wit, one regiment; and they have 
besides, there, a part of the navai force to scour the 
Coasts and inlets; and, in addition to all this, ten com- 
panies of Florida voluatee's. No more of our troops 
can be spare! for that purpose ; the West and the 
North’require the remaioder, and more than the re- 
mainder. The Administration can do no more 

Au athas done with the means at its command. 
It is laid under the necessity of asking other means; 


that these professions were of 


aod the armed settlers provided for in this bill are | 


| Administration, and nothing! 
thing; 


the principal means required. One thousand troops 
for the war, is ali that is asked in additicn to the 
settlers, in this biil, ‘ 

This then is the point we are at: To choose be- 
tween granting these means, or doing nothing! Yes, 
sir, to chose between the recommendations of the 
I say, these, or no- 
for I presume Congress will not prescribe 


. another attempt at negotiation; no one will recom- 


mend an increase of 10,000 regular troops; no one 
will recommend a draft of 10,000 militia. It is, 
then, the plan cf the Administration, or nothing; 


' and this brings us to the question, whether the Go- 


| 


party | 


vernment can now fold its arms, leave the regu- 
lars to man their posts, and abandon the country 
to the Indians? This is now the question; and to 
this point I will direct the observatisns which 
make it impossible for us to abdicate our duty, and 
abandon the country to the Indians. 

In the first place, it is our constitutional -duty to 
extend prvtection to the people of Florida. They 
are a part of our Confederacy—a portion of our 
Unteon—and are entitled to protection under the 
provisions of our Const.tution! Defence and pro- 
tection were the great objects of the Union. These 
objects are placed in the front of the Constitution, 
and extend to the people of a Territory as well as 
tu the citizens of a State. The people of Florida 
‘have a clear constitutional right to demand pro‘ec- 


tion from Congress—to demand it as a right, not ; 


solicit it as a favor. The inhabitents of the five 
depopulated counties are in the most deplorable 
condition. Driven from their homes, their houses 
burnt, their fields destroyed, many families massa- 
cred, and this the case for four full years past. 
Where is the instance of such devastation—of such 
desolation—jin almost any civilized country? There 
is scarcely a civilized Government in the world 
which has witnessed such an event; it is humiliating 
and mortifying to us. It is a state of things which 
our Constitution forbids, and which it is the boun. 
den duty of Congress to terminate. It is the 
bounden duty of Congress to restore these people to 
their homes, 

In the next place, independently of constitutional 
duty, we, owe assistance and protection to these 
peopie from humanity and compassion. They are 
white people and Christians. They are of our own 
race; they have suffered every extremity and every 
horror kaown to Indian warfare. The mother and 
the babe, the father and‘his children, the husband 
and his wife, the slave and his master, all, all, 
have been doomed to one undistinguished massa- 
cre. No prisoner has ever been made in this 
war! Let that fact be remembered. Let it be re- 
membered that, while in every Indian war which 
ever took place before, some prisoners were made 
—some lives were spared, yet, in this case, there 
kave been none. Every thing has perished that 
fell into the hands of the Indian. I kaow that, ac- 
cording to the psendo-philanthropy of the day, 
while people have but a poor chance for compas- 
sian against negroes and Indians. Modern com- 
passion is too often black and yellow, not white; 
the tears and sorrows of many are for the Indian 
that massacres a family, and not for the victims of 
his cruelty. I know this; still I hope, that the white 
Christian race wil still find sympathizers in their suf- 
ferings, and the protection to which they are con- 
S'itutionally entitle l. ; 

Ia the third place, the interests of commerce re- 
quire the peninsula of Florida to be cleared of- 
marauders, covered with an orderly population, 
and subjected to regularGovernment. Every body 
knows the dangers of navigation, especially at the 
season of the eqainoxes, round that peninsula; and 
every body kaows that the great commerce be- 
tween the Galf cf Mexico and the Atlantic ports 
and Earope, passes that way. Every fall we hear 
of shipwrecks in that quarter, and since these 
Indians have been hostile, we know that every 
person wrecked, who speaks cur language, is put 
to death. Yes, death to an American citizen to 
speak his own language in his own country! We 
want a population to succor, not to murder, dis- 
tressed crews. We want our light-house rebuilt at 
Cape Sable, which has been destroyed for years. 
We want law and Goverament there to drive off 
the pirates, now disgujsed as Indians, who make 


ONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Armed occupation of Florida—Mr. Benton. 


78 


Senate. 

ss a A a 
that ground their haunt, and carry on their mur- 
ders and robberies under the disguise of Spanish 
Indians. In the name of COMMERCE, I de- 
mand the passage of this bill as the means, and 
the only means, of protecting vessels and their 
crews at that cape. 

In the fourih place, the interest of the whole 
South, and the military and naval defence of the 
gulf coast, and of the gulf itself, all require the 
peninsula of Florida to be settled. That peninsula 
is the salient angle of the South: it projects five 
degrees beyond the general frontier line of the 
South; it goes down to the neighborhood of Key 
West; and approaches the British possessions in 
the Bahama islands. No military eye can look 
upon a map of the South without seeing in this 
peninsu'a the point of attack, and defence, for all 
that region. Unoccupied by us, and it will be oc- 
cupied by our enemy in time of war; and there the 
lever would find its falcıum which is to raise the 
black population of the South. Itis by that means 
only that we can have a land communication with 
our naval station at Key West. In a military 
point of view, then, the possession of this peninsu- 
la is indispensable to us. It isa link in the chain 
of the national defence. It is in vain to say that 
we are ready for a war with any foreign power un- 
iil this tongue of land is occupied by us, and forti- 
fied and defended by us. 

I assume it then as a point granted, that Florida 
cannot be given up—that she cannot be abandoned 
—that she cannot be left in her present ‘State, 
What then is tobe done? Raise ‘an army of ten 
thousand men to go there to fight? Why, the 
men who are there now can find nobody to fight! 
It is two years since a fight has been had; it is 
two years since we have heard of a fight. Ten 
men, who will avoid surprises and ambuscades, 
can now go from one end of Florida to the other. 
As warriors, these Indians no longer appear; it is 
only as assassins, as robbers, as incendiaries, that 
they lurk about. The country wants settlers, not 
an army. It has wanted these settlers for two 
years; and this bill provides for them, and offers 
them the proper indccements to go. And here I 
take the three great positions, that this bill is the 
appropriate remedy; that it is the efficient 
remedy; that it is the cheap remedy, for the 
cure of the Florida difficulties. It is the ap- 
propriate remedy; for what is now wanted, is 
not an army to fight, but settlers and cultivators 
to retain possession of the country, and to defend 
their possessions. We want people to take possession, 
ard keep p:ssession; and tle arniéd cultivator is 
the man for that. The b'ockhouse js the first 
houss to be built in an Indian country; the stockade 
is the first fence to be put up. Within that block- 
hous», and afew of them together—a hollow 
square of blockhouses, two hundred yards apart, 
and enclosing a good field—safe habitations are 
found for families. The faithful ma-t ff, to give 
notice of the approach of danger, and a few trus'y 
rifles in brave hands, make all safe. Cultivation 
and defence then goes hand in hand. The heartcf 
the Indian sickens when he hears the crowing of 
the cock, the barking of the dog, the sound of the 
axe, and the crack of the rifle. These arè the ttue 
evidences of the dominion of the white nian} these 
are the proof that the owner has come and means 
to stay; and then they feel it to be time for them to 
go. While soldiers alone are in the country, they 
feel their presence to be temporary; that they are 
mere sojourners in the land, and sooner or later 
must go away. It is the settler alone, the armed 
settler, whose presence announces the dominion of 
the white man. 
_ It is the most efficient remedy. Gn this point 
we can speak with confidence, for the other reme- 
dies have been tried, and have failed. The other 
remed‘és are to catch the Indians, and remove 
them; or, to negotiate wi h them, and induce them 
to go off.: Both have been. tried; both are tx- 
hausted. No human being now thinks that our 
soldiers can catch these Indians; no one now a 
lieves in the possibili'y of removing them by trea yi 
No other course remains to be tried, but ue 
sett ement; and that is so obvious, that is diffica 

; s read history, or has 
to see how any one that ha t'ed, or how Ken- 
heard how this new world was seit-ed, or ho 
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tucky and Tennessse were settled, can balk, or 
hesitate about it. Three hundred and twenty 
acres ot land, to be selected by the settler, and the 
other inducements in the bill, will attract tə the 
country the stout hearts, the strong arms, and the 
enterprising spirits of the States. In no way cana 
young man, ora man with a family, do as much 
for himself, by his own means, and without capi- 
tal, as by becoming a settler under this bill. 
Fiaally, this is the cheapest mode of getting the 
Indians out of Florida. It will cost less money 
than any other mode; and that is a consideration 
rot to be neglected at any time, and e:pecially at 
the present time. The main cost will be in land, 
which land is now useless to us, and must remain 
se until the Indians are removed. The peninsula 
contains 26,000,000 of acres; 3,200,000 of that 
quantity will pay the debt which we contract to 
the settlers. They conquer it before they get it, 
and at the same time they conquer six times as 
much more for the United States as they get for 
themselves. Compare this to what it must cost to 
undertake to cover the country with troops under 
pay until the object is accomplished. Twenty mil- 
lions of dollars are supposed to have been expended 
in military operations; and that has brought things 
to the point where military can do but little more. 
They have broken, dispersed and scatlered the 
enemy, and cannot get a fight out of them. In 
two years there has been no fight—none since 
the affairs of Okeechobee and Caloosahatchee. 
There has not been an Indian killed or 
taken by our troops, the treacherous vi- 
siters who were detained being excepted; 
in two years there has hardly been an Indian 
killed, taken, or removed. Now how long will it 
take, and what will be expense, of clearing the 
Territory at this rate? Let any one look at what 
has been done for two years past, and even look at 
the expense of these two years, and then say how 
long it will take, and how much it will cost, to 
finish at the same rate? The fact is, the military 
have done the'r part; they have finished their part; 
they have accomplished what it is the part of arms 
to do. They have cleared the field; they have 
broken up, and broken down, the enemy; they 
have whipped ali they could find; there is no k nger 
a military operation to be performed. They have 
also made roads and bridges, and established many 
posts. The country is ready, and has been ready 
for two yea's, for settlement and occupation— 
armed seulement, and armel cccupation—for the 
settlement which begingsin blockhous sands ations, 
and af.erwards spreads to farms and neighborhocds. 
This is what the country is now ready for; and what 
we have todo isto offer irducements to the exiled 
families to return, and to new settlerstogo. Five 
counties have been depopulated; the inhabitants of 
five counties have been driven from their homes; 
this bill is intended to induce them to return, and 
others along with them. The induc. ments are libe- 
ral; they ought to be effective, and probably will 
be. Such inducements have been effec'ive in all 
ages, and in all countries, and can hardly fail in 
this instance. Armed occapation, with a donaticn 
of land to each settler, is the appropri-te way of 
settling new ccuntr.es. It is the way this whole 
continent has been seitled. In the present case, it 
is the only remaining way to be tried. Armies and 
troops have done their part, and prepared the coun- 
iry for the retarn cf its exiled inhabitants, and for 
the coming of new ones. . 

Tre placing 10,000 armed settlers in the country 
will reverse the character of the contest. Now the 
contest is to drive out the Indians ; thea the strog- 
gle will be to drive out the whites. The burthen is 
now upon us; it will thea Le upon them. They 
will bave to go to work to dislodge our 10,000 s. t- 
tlers ; and th's they can never do. This, then, isa 
master stroke. It reverses the character of the 
contest ; it reverses the labors of the parties ; it 
pnts all the labors of the contest on the shoulde.s 
of the Indians. Itgives them that todo which they 


cannot do; and under the full sense of the impos-_ 


sibility of doing which, they must soon despair and 
give up. 

Mr. B. concluded with reminding the Senate of 
the Roman maxim, when a colony was in danger, 
and th: mother country wasting time in celibera- 
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ting upon the means of relief. Deliberat Roma, 
perit Saguntum, was their expressive maxim. Sa- 
guntum perishes while Rome deliberates; and this 
is truly the cave of Florida. That beautiful and 
unfortunate Territory, a prey to savage Indians 
and to legalized plunderers, is in the most deplora- 
ble and calamitous condition. It is, truly, the 
empty and bloody skin of an immolated victim. 

Mr. TAPPAN ro.e and said: 

Mr. Pres:pent: Iam in favor of the object of 
the bill for “the armed occupation and se‘tlement 
of Fiorida,” and deem some such measure neces- 
siry to put an end to the protracted war with the 
Seminéles; but while I am in favor of the object of 
this bill, I do not approve all its details, or believe 
that it will be effectual fur its object without consi- 
derable change in those details. 

The bill proposes to establish military posts of 
armed settlers, to be aided by regular troops—forti- 
fied posts with from forty to an hundred settlers in 


each—and to keep up and maintain these posts in: 
such number as to require ten thousand settlers to | 


be distributed in them cver Flo:ida, and to retain 
possession of them until the close of the war; that 
is, until they shall have exterminated or driven out 
the presznt Indian inhabitants. For this service, 
afer the war shall be ended, and afer the land 
shall be surveyed and land offices established, the 
settlers may have, as a gift, three hundred and 
twenty acres of land; a small pittance for such ser- 
vices. But, sir, be that as it may, you will not get 
good men for it; such men as you ought to invite 
and encourage to settle Florida. The men you 
will probably obtain, under this law, will be the 
idle and worthless .populaticn of our large cities; 
men who will accept your offer for the subsistence it 
offers them, and not men hardy and vigorous, who 
will possess and till the soil with arms in their 
hands; they will remain in your stockades, fattening 
on their rations, instead of c'earing the forests and 
ploughing the prairies. 

My friend from Missouri reers to the manner 
in which the land of Canaan was conquered, as an 
examp'e of the manner in which he wishes Florida 
to be conquered. Neither the gentleman’s explo- 
ration of ancient hist ry, or mine, goes back to the 


first settlement of that country; but if he will revise . 


his realing as to the Israelitish conquest, he will 
find that it was not precisely as he proposes to 0c- 
cupy and conquer Forida, that that conquest was 
actiieved. 

That conquest was made like the later conquests 
of Timour; it was a sweeping inundation of barba- 
rian hordes—invading and exterminating, not a 
few scattered savages, hiding in the hammocks 
and everglades of Florida, but a civilized people 
inhabiting walled towns, and cultivating the whole 
of their fruitful Jand like a garden. The con- 
querors, in reward of their service, took immediate 
possession, and divided out among themrelves all 
the lands and buildings, the silver, the gold, and 
every convenience and commodity which their 
slaughtered victims had left. 

You may raise an army of settlers who will 
conquer and hold Florida, if you will but let 
them fight for, and possess their own land. How 
this has been done, we may learn from the history 
of our own country. «When the Pilg:ims landed on 
the rock of Plymouth, they parcslled out the land 
within th-ir first rude fortification into small lots, 
and divided those lots amongst the heads of fami- 
lies; each family had its own house and fireside to 
defend, and each man had a'loited to hima few 
acres, say five or six, around the stockade, to hold 
_as bis own property, and cultivate, for his own use, 
beyond this circle of home lots. Larger tracts were 
allotted for wood land and pasturage, as well as 
for grain. When the population increased, or dis- 
agreed, anew town was begun ata suitable d s- 
tance, in the same manner; and so the whole 
ccuntry was cecupied and settled by men, who, in 
waring aga‘nst the natives, were not warring for 
a gift in land or money, to be paid after the na- 
tives shou'd be expelled or d stroyed, but for 
lands and buildings, for fi-lds and orchards, in pos- 
session and enjoyment. You may get the same kind 
ef bold and hardy men to conqu’r and settle Forida, 
as conquered and settled New England; but you 
mast hold out sufficient inducements for sueh men 
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to undertake its conquest and settlement. It is not 
the idleness and rations of a stockade which will 
do this, but the immediate possession and owner- 
ship of a liberal portion of the soil they combat for 
and conquer. 

I hope, sir, that this bill will be amended so as 
to give the setlers a part, if not the whole, of the 
land you design for them, as soon as they can take 
possession of it; and I will then support it as a 
measure both useful and necessary. 

Mr. PRESTON said, undoubtedly, as had been 
urged by the chairman of the Military Commitiee, 
it was very important that this Government should 
place Florida in such a condition that it might be 
securely occupied by the white inhabitants of the 
United States, and it ought long ago to have been 
done. It was incumbent on this Government to 
remove the Indians from the whole of the Territory 
of Florida, so as to rescue the people of the United 
States from their depredations and murders. No 
one more than Mr. P. de ied the attainment of 
this object, and no one more deplored the inefficient 
and impctent measures wh sia had been resorted to 
to effect the purpose proposed. And he hoped he 
would be permitted to say that one great reason of 
the lagging condition of the Florida war, anda 
main cause why it had cost so much money and 
blood, was the want of the jroper attention of Con- 
gress to the subject. . 

Mr. P. would have beeu bappyas a Senator if 
Government had performed this duty. But they 
had not done it, and he believed that Congress were 
to a great extent in fault for the failure. He be- 
lieved that the interference even of Senate, in the 
proper manner, might enable the South to settle 
Florida. He believed that, if the attention of the 
Senate had been given sufficiently to the snbject, 
the Florida bill of the fast session would not 
have passed, but some more efficient measure 
would have been devised. Congress, he thought, 
ought, above every thing else, to have demanded 
the attention, and excited the energy, of the War 
Department towards this object: This war had 
now been continued five or six years, with an ex- 
penditore equal to the whole amount which the 
United States had paid for the territory ef the Sotti 
and West. ‘There had been bloodshed, and 
treachery, and a vast waste of money, which could 
not have cecurred if Congress had given the sab- 
ject that attention which it deserved. And this 
want cf attention on the part of Congress had 
chiefly occurred because the subject had been ne- 
glected by the Administration of the country. This 
Mr. P. said more in sorrow than in anger. The 
Administration, when the war broke out, and the 
people generally, and esprcially those who were 
well informed, regarded this contest as a trifling 
affair, that would soon be terminated. It was 
thought that the few streggling warriors would 
yield at once to the mere denonstration of force by 
the Government. Under this delusion, the late 
Adminisiration terminated, and the present Admin- 
istration came in ; and this war came into its hancs 
under the expectation that the Indians would soon 
be captured or driven out. But the war still con- 
tinued, and it would do so, wn'ess Congress sh. u'd 
give it their attention, and call on the Department 
for new determination and energy. Mr. P. te- 
leved that the dilatory progress of this war, not to 
say the disgrace of it, was chiefly owing to the im- 
potence of the head cf he Department. It was not 
at all the officers and soldiers of the army to whom 
th's failure was to be ascribed, but the want of 
energy in the Department; and it was incum- 
bent on Congress to point out the course and arouse 
the energy of the Department. Bat Mr. P. be'ie: ed, 
and he trusted he would be ab'e to show, that the pre- 
sent measure was a mere measure of delay ; while 
they were called on, session after szssion, to pour cut 
the money of the ccuntry on wild and visenary pro- 
jects. The Florida war had already cost $20,000,000 
or $25,000,009. Besides, the Goverament had 
originally given Texas for Florida, and they were 
now throwing away the coun ry itself, for all prac- 
tical purposes, and had been doing so for four oF 
five years. Mr. P. believed that, if the late Exect+ 
tive could only have foreseen what was to happen, 
he would have dragged the whole Territory as 
with a net, and swept the Indians to a man beyond 
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this war should be prosecuted eff: ctually, and ter- 
minated at once. It was demanded by the South, 
by the interests of commerce, and by all the duties 
which we owe to humanity and civilization, that it 
should be done at once, with the whole force and 
power, if necessary, of the United States. 

This bill was a proposition fer military coloni- 
zation; for the settlement as well as the armed oc- 
eupa‘ion of Florida. The conquest was to te 
made, not by an army, but by settlement. Mr. P. 
was averse to sucha principle. The conquest of 
the country should be made at once by an ade- 
quate force,or the war should be terminated by 
treaty. Congress had not the power to make 
armed settlements. Certainly it was not to be 
found in the war power vf Congress; and therefore, 
if they had a right to make armed settlements, they 
had an equal right to make unarmed setilemeants. 
Mr. P. believed the bili itself to be inefficient, and 
worse than inefficient; but, even if it were not £0, 
was it within the power of Congress to pass it, or 
to provide for the armed occupation and settlement 
of any portion of the country? If it was so why should 
they not extend the principle? Why not draw a 
cordon of military setlements all round the fron- 
tier? The Senator from Misscuri had estimated 
that it would cost about $4,000,000 thus to settle 
the Territory of Florida. Were the Senate pre- 
pared to decide that they would ‘terminate their 
purely military system, and grant, in lieu thereof, 
one-eighth of the territory of the United States to 
military occupants? If this was done for Florida, 
Mr. P. saw no reason why it should not be done 
elsewhere; and he would, moreover, show that 
every argument which had been used by the Sena- 
tor. from Missoari applied not at all to Florida, bat 
to other portions of the couatry. 

- This coantry had been generally settled by hardy 
emigrants, carrying the rifle in one hand, and the 
hoe in the other. Government had pro‘ected them 
as faras it might by its purely military powers. 
and had occasionally waged war on their account, 
The whole West had been obtained from the sa- 
vages, either by war or by treaty, and the Indians, 
under military coercion, were compelled to observe 
the faith of treaties: This very practice was going 
on every day; and one of the heaviest items of ex- 
E to the Goverament, was the subsidies to the 
ndians for the relinquishment of their lands. 


Bat mark the condition of Florida how, in com- 
parison with that of the whole Western frontier. 
Flo. ida lay in a low southern latitude, chiefly be- 
low thi:ty or thirty-one degrees, It was mostly 
covered with swamps and sand banks, with small 
intervening portions of land fit for cultivation, low 
and dangerous to the health of the Anglo-Saxon 
blood, and inviting only to those who had slaves to 
perform their labor, _Now mark the difference be- 
tween. this and the Northwestern country. When 
settlements were made in that region, it was done 
by farmers, a m:n and his wife, who would take 
possession of a small productive farm for making 
breadstuff more than for profit. But it was nat so 
ia Florida. Who was it that would go to that 
country? It was not those who were willing to de- 
fend the'r handful of ground, and fight for it inch 
by inch, but those who had large property in slaves; 
men of wealth, who would neither bave the will 
bor the power to defend and fight for their exten- 
sive possessions. Bat, in the Northwes', each 
family settled on a half or quarter section of land. 

e settlements were thus made compact, and 
their practice and their habi's made them hardy, 
daring, resolute men.’ This was the sortof men 
with whom to make military sett'ements, if they 
should be made at all. But those who would go to 
Fiorida were speculators, men expecting a bounty 
Tather than desiring to make permament settle- 
ments; and Mr. P, wonld now venture the redic- 
ton that if this pill should pass, a thousand even 
of such could not be obtained in fen years. : 

hat, then, could be expected from a measure 

of this kind, and in what time could it be carried 
iato effect? And suppose you should now sa'l for 
Beftlers, how many (said Mr. P.) would you get 
Within the year? You would not get five hundred. 
hat is become of those who had gone there 
already? Sir, five or six counties have been de. 
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the Mississippi. And Mr. P. now demanded that || serted and desclated. And why? Because they marching squadrons. 


would not hazard themselves and their moveable 
property in that country. Estates that were bring- 
ing in $10,000 and $12,000 a year have been aban- 
doned, though they had the Uni‘ed States troops to 
Protect them. And thos: who were fit to go there 
would nt go to such a scene of robbery and mur- 
der. Bat if you could advertise fer such a war in 
the West—proclaim, for instance,that Ross and his 
men were to be driven out by military settlers, and 
you would find the tide of emigration quite rapid 
enough to take possession of that country, while 
nothing in this way could be done in Fiorida. It 
would languish under a system not adapted to it, 
while other portions of the country were rapidly 
Settling. 


Sir, to prolong the time of effecting this objectzis 
a matter of the hghest consideration. Will any 
one say that Florida cannot be conquered? If 
the head of the War Department will say so, 
very well. So let it be; and we can then devise 
some method of settlement. But I believe. that 
it can be conqvered, and that it can be done now. 
And I willgo further. If Congress had taken the 
right cour-e at the last session, the result would 
now have been otherwise. And if the gallant 
General who fizures so lage!y 
this contest—I believe if he had not been sent on 
his errand of peace and mercy, peace and security 
would have been now restored. But no one, says 
the gentleman from Missouri, proposes any cther 
than this measure, and it is, therefcre, this or no- 
thing. Sir, I believe this is nothing, and worse 
than nothing, because it will serve as a pretext for 
avoiding more vigorons measures. ` 

General Scott was first sent into that country; 
but there was a gentleman who superseded him, 
and that gentleman, having operated in his own 
way for some time, at length came to the conclu- 
sion that the original project formed by General 
Scott was the true and only one which could be 
effectual. And I believe the people generally fell 
into the notion that if Scott had not been super 
seded, the war woul! have been terminated at mos 
by one or two campaigns. His plan was the esta- 
blishment of a multitude of posts, with. flying 
Squadrons, who should hunt up and drive the In- 
dians from the country, And I believe this is the 
true and only effectual plari. Tho-e Indians are 
now, and they have beeg always, more or less sub- 
ject to no particular chief, or to no order or disci- 
pline. They are now, especially, dispersed, and 
subject to no particular chief. They are irregular 
bandits, and the object, therefore, is to clear from 
these bandits a country of difficult access. A 
campaign can last only from Octoter to April, and 
this time is to be taken advantage of, and they are 
to te cleared from the country as were the bandits 
of Italy. 

Sir, I will not go so far back as the Senator 
from Missouri, fcr Í am not so we'l versed as he or 
the Senator from Ohio in the history of the Jew's 
But I have known a case of more modern daie, in 
which the bandits of Italy were driven out by Bo- 
naparte. He teat upthe Pontine marshes, and 
every man of them fled, or was captured. This is 
what ought to te done in Florida. - ; 

General Taylar adopted the plan of pos's and 
marching squadrons; aud was apparently cn the 
point of success, when our General-in-chief wes 
sent with the olive branch. He had forty posts north 

of the head waters of the St. John’s, and they had 
possession of the whole of that country. The plan 
thus devi-ed had becn adop:ed by the Administra- 


tion, and it was arrested only by the mission of | 


General Macomb. And it ig the on!y method that 
can successfully be resorted to by the United States. 
It is not for me to make suggestions, except such 
as appear on the face of the proceedings in that 
country. This plan was once adopted; and no one 
can say that it has failed, for it was arrested by 
General Macomb. Let it be again adopted, and if 
there is not_foree enough, send on ten, fifteen, 
twenty thousand men, and it will cost but a tithe of 
what this system requires. Put them under the 


command of an efficient General, Taylor or Clinch, | 


or the Genera!-in-chief; send him there, and, in- 
stead of the forty posts taken by General Taylor, 
let him establish two hundred if necessary, with 


in the pacification of | 
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Piare such a cordon of 
posts across the penir sula of Florida, and the coun- 
try would be swept by ten theusand men, so that 
there would not be an Indian left in the Territory. 
And this would permanent! y be the case, if, in addi- 
tion to these, there should be some in the rear kept 
up with small forces. 

These fastnesses of Florida are now filled by a 
strange intermixture of negroes and savages. It is 
an asylum for runaway negroes; and do you pro- 
pose to send a slave population there, who will 
have every inducement to join the Indians? Sir, 
you must first clear the country as with a military 
net, and then will settlements be made, and not till 
then; and I believe, if 10,000 men were entrusted to 
Generals Taylor or Clinch, this project would te 
immediately carried through. 

Sir, Iam disposed to infuse energy inta this en- 
terprise, and assist it to the utmost, by the whole 
country, if necessary. Iam willing to aid the De- 
partment in any way. I telieve this measure did 
not originate with the Department; but, wherever it 
originated, it is too inefficient. Having already 
spent from $20,000,000. to $30,000,000, let us now 
put an end to it, at whatever cost. I would have 
humanity extended to the Indians in the utmost de- 
gree that is compatible with the interests of the 
country. Our object is not to kill, but to catch 
them. This process must be gone through; and if 
lands are to be given, it is better to give them 
somewhere else, to those who will catch these In- 

ians 

Mr. P. concluded with the declaration that he 
did not oppose this bill as giving too much power, 
but as inefficient and impotent. He was sorry now 
that this bill was rejected at the last fession, for 
otherwise its inefficiency would, by this time, have 
baen practically proved. 


RED RIVER RAFT. 


In Sewarz, Jan. 8, 1840. \ A: 
The. bill making appropriations for th removal 

of the raft in Red river, was read a third fime; 

when a 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was understood f object 


to the bill that the measures heretofore reiprted to 
for the destruction of this rafthad been ey ine 
adequite. Only a very narrow channel h been 


made, anid consequently new obstructions were 
continually cecurriog. 

Mr. SEVIER sail that he would reply to the 
Senator, (Mr. Crirrennen,] and he hoped to be 
ab'e, in a few words, to satisfy him. that this bill © 
should pass. The Senator labors uader many mis- 
takes in regard to this work. It is not, as he sup- 
poses, a sma‘l affair, a na:row and a short chann |. 
The original length o° the raft was about one hun- 
dred and fifty miles ; and the whole of it has teen 
removed, and that,to>,at an-expense to the Govern- 
ment of some two or three hundied thousand doilars 
oniy. ; : 

. What has been the consequence of this removal 
of the rafı? That river has been mate navigable 
for steam boats of a large class. The Government 
has been enabled to Supply their mii‘ary post ‘at 
Towson in the Indian nation, ata saving inthe 
item of tran:portation of suppli's alone, of more 
than the whole cost of the work. That post, sir, can 
never be abandoned. It protects our citizens against 
Indian aggressions on the one hand, and against 
the law:ess citizens of a foreign power on the other. 
And any. officer of this Government who should 
manifest so utter a disregard to the public interest 
of this couniry, as to r: commend an abandonment 
of that post, let it cost what it might to support it, 
could never atone for his madness and fo’ ly. Sir, 
‘that gsriison must be kept up at any expense. And ž 
am happy to state on this oceasion, that this militas 
ry post is deemed as important, to the public inte- 
rest by the Secretary of War asit.is by me. And 
before I take my seat, I shall ask to have his com- 
municstion to me upon this subject read to the 
Senate. By that communication you will learn 
that h2 urges Congress to pats an appropriation im- 
mediately to remove the late format PF jra 
river, at the head ofthe raft, and states tha ar 
expense of supplying the post vee Pe eens 
this spring, by land, will cost he Government moze 
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than it willrequire to remove this raft. Unless 
the raft is removed, he will haveto supply the 

t by a land transporiation of 140 miies, and 
to do this, he estimates the cost at $45,000, 
and he urges the appropriation to be made without 
delay. And why? Because if nct done immedi- 

ately, the sum of forty-five thousand dollars will 
have to be expended in hauling the supplies by 
land from Fort Smith, on the Arkansas, to Tow- 
son, on Red river; and the Senate will please bear 
in mind that this expend.ture of forty-five thousand 
dol'ars is only for one delivery of supplies. A 
similar expenditure will be required annually, 
un'ess the raft is removed. 

The Senate will a'so recollect that, the river 
being choaked up by drift wood at the head of the 
raft, every log which floats down that river will 
add somuch more to the expense of removal. 
The annual increase of the raft is from one to 
three miles. We must also recollect that the raft 
is in a southern latitude, and after the month of 
April or May you cannot get hands to work in the 
water. Such work, aia late period of the year, 
invariably produces disease.and death. 

As I before remarked, the whole length of the 
raft is about 150 miles, and, of this distance, neatly 
the whole of it has been opened as wide #s the bed 
ef the river. Where ithas been thus opened, the 
navigation is good, and there are now no longer 
any impediments to the navigation; and all of it 
would have been opened as wide if the engineer 
had had money enough. He opened it as wide as 
he could with the means he had at his disposal. 
And has the Government lost any thing by this en- 
terprise? Far from it. In consequence of the re- 
moval of the raft, you have reclaimed from inun- 
dation at least 1,500,000 acres of the best cotton 
land in the world—tand which, before the removal, 
you cou!d not have touched with a tea foot pole, 
has been drained, so'd and scttied. The retuins 
from your land offices will show you that you have 
received, from the sales of this reclaimed land, up- 
wards of a million of dollars; which goes to show 
that this is one of the few works of internal im- 
provements which has been a source of pri fit to 
the United States. 

Bir, in the m'dstof the raft, one of the most 
flourishing t.wns in the State of Louisiania has 
grown up, containing now, I have understocd, a 
population of several thousands. This town is 
shreeveport. Sir, this is not al'. The removal of 
the raft has enhaaced the value of all the lands 
above it, and where there was before but a sparse 
populaton, we have now dense settlements of the 
wealthiest citizens of my State. - 

They, sir, are interested in this work as well as 
the Governmen'; so much so, that when this 
narrow channel at the head of the raft, of which the 
Senator speaks, was first obstracted with drift wood, 
they raised ard advaneed, ashe tells you in his re- 
port, seven or eight thousand dollars, to enable him 
to remove it, so far as to enab’e four steamboats, 
which was then ladened wiih their cotton above the 
raft, to get back through it. And, sir, with the money 
thus raised, the Government boats, ladened with 
supplies below the raft, were enabled to get up to 
the garrison and back again. 

Since then, sir, which was last spring, this nar- 
row channel has sgain filled up; and hax, in a man- 
ner, cut off supplies tə our troops, and prevented 
my constitaents from geting their cotton to market. 
I hope, sir, with these has'y explanations, that the 
Senate is now satisfied. 

The b'll asks an appropriation of $85,000—the 
sum estimated by Capt. Shreeve, which is to be 
found in our decuments. A part of this, say 
$11,000, is to reimburse the expenditure of that 
sam over and atove the last appropriation, Leiog 
the $7,000 advanced by my constituents, | and 
$4,000 by the superintendent himself; the sum of 
$5,000 to repair the boat, &c.; and there are seve- 

ral thousand more for too's, and for stopping 
bayous, &c. to render the work permanent. A de- 
tailed estimate of all these doings will be found in 
the report to which I have referred. 

In conclusion, sir, I will ask for the reading of 
the letters of the Secretary of War, and of Generals 
Jesup and Gibson. 

[The letiers were read.) 
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Senate. 


Mr. PIERCE said he did not rise to oppose the 
bill, but he desired information. When the ap- 
propriation was made in 1838, he certainly under- 
stood that it was to finish the work, and such was 
the language of the act. Still, if that was not suf- 
ficient, more should be appropriated. The re- 
moval of the obstructions in that river was of vast 
national as well as local importance, and he de- 
sired to see the work completed in such a manner 
as to make the improvement permanent, and se- 
cure the greatest utility. But how long were ap- 
propriations to be asked? What amount was io 
be expended there? Either the original estimate 
was singularly erroneous, or it would be difficult 
to render a satisfactory account of the amount al- 
ready expended. If gentlemen would turn to the 
report of the Committee of Ways and Means of 
the House of Representatives, on harbors and 
rivers,made at the first session of the Twenty-fourth 
Congress, they would perceive that “ʻa careful ex- 
amination of the part of Red river which includes 
the raft,” was made during the summer of 1829, 
and the cost of the removal estimated at $25 000. 
That sum was accordingly approp: iated. In 1832, 
there was another appropriation of $22,628. 
In 1833, fifty thousand doilars more was appro- 
priated; in 1835, fifty thousand more; and on the 
30th day of September, 1835, the excess of appro- 
priations beyond the original e-timate was $122,- 
688. In 1836, foriy thousand eight handred dol- 
lars was appropriated. The estimate must have 
been very accurate then; they regarded even hun- 
dreds; but in 1837 they came back to round num- 
bers, and the appropriation was sixty-five thousand 
dollars. In 1838, there was appropriated seven'y 
thousand dollars “for the complete remsval of. the 


| great raft in Red river.” Thus upon a work, the 


original estimate for the completion of which was 
twenty-five thousand dollars, there has already 
been expended three hundred and seven thousand 
four hundred and twenty-eight dollars; an! now, 
at the expiration of ten years, after the expendi- 
ture of this enormous sum, eighty-five thousand 
dollars more was demanded. With regard to the 
past, Mr. P. had nothing to say, except to state the 
facts. What was the prospect for the future, he 
was curious to be informed. It weuld be no satis- 
faction to him to be referred t» the engineer’s es'i- 
mates. All experience proved that they could not 
be relied upon. To support this assertion, he re- 
ferred to every river and harbor for the improve- 
ment of which appropriations had been made, 


from Plymouth beach, Mass. to Red river vaft, La. | 


The difererc> between the estimated and actual 
expense of the last named work would be found to 
be, a fair sample of most of the others. He had 
not taken the trouble to ascetta'n by whom these 
various surveys and e-timates had been made, bnt 


a clever Yankee would guess be:ter than these gen- | 


ilemen had est'mated, in many insancés, from 
their surveys. 


should be done in this care, was safficiently obvi- 
ous; and he thought it equally c’ear that an in- 
quiry ought to be instituted into the causes of the 


very extraordinary discrepancy between the esti- | 
mated cost and actual expense of the twenty-five ` 
different works named in the document before him. — 


The reports, so far from having served as a guide 
and a safe basis of action, had been calculated 
only to mislead. ; 

Mr. SEVIER said he would sayin reply to his 
friend from New Hampshire, [Mr. Pierce,] that 
he had nerer had occasion to examine in detail, to 
aseertain whether, general'y or always, the cost of 
completing works of internal improvement exceed- 
ed the estimate:. 
propriately belonged to committees, to which it had 
never been his honor to be a member. They 
might, or might not be, as he stated, so far as he 
knew, and there misht, or might not be, good rea- 
sons for the discrepancies, if any existed. But in 
regard to the performance of the work now under 


consideration, he would say, if he wou'd alow kim | 


the privilege of a Yankee, that be would guess that 
this appropriation would be large enouzh to make 
the wurk permanent, The timbered part of the 
river above the raft, waq short; about 400 or 900 


That the inte ess of the Govern- | 
ment, to say nothing of the r-g'on of country i 
where the raft issituated, required that somethirg | 


The-e examinations more ap- `; 


miles. The tiver above this run generally through 


immense prairies, where there was little or no 
timber. The timber on the banks of tke river 
was disappearing every day ia the progress of 
settlement. The settlements are made upon 
the bank of the river, and the timber which 
adjoins the habitations of the settlers is 
used by them for houses, rails, fuel, &c. and, of 
course, the timber used for any of these purposes 
so far diminished the quantity of timber that can 
descend the river. The settlements are rapidly 
forming, and will in a few years be contiguous to 
each other, and then the timber will measurably 
disappear. But, sir, should I be mistaken in this, 
I tell my friend now, and will tell him again, that 
so often as the navigation of Red river is ob- 
structed, that I, sir, shall rise here in my place 


` and ask for money to remove the obstructions. 


: ther sum be required. 


Do not let him, or any other Senator, suppose that 
I accept this appropriation in full of the demands 
upon the Treasury for this purpose, should a far- 
I make no such bargains. 
Mr. MOUTON said that the appropriation also 


- made provision for the constant employment of a 
: boat, wite adequate means to keep the raft from 


| 
| 


forming. ; 
Mr. KING said he entirely agreed with the Se- 
nator from New Hampshire that the estimates had 


| tailed of accuracy in both Houses of Congress, and 
| they had been led into vast expenditures in.conse- 


quence of false estimates. In general, that Senator 
would fiad Mr. K. with him in endeavoring to save 
the public money. Batin regard to this work, no 
cerrect estimate could be made at the commence- 
ment. It was necessary to feel the way. The 
engineer was asked how the work could be done, 
and at what expense; and his first success had 
astonished the country, had opened the commerce 
of the river, and greatly increased the value of the 
land.. But the channel having been narrow, it was 
difficult to keep it open, and the raft had also ex- 
tended higher up. Mr. Shreeve was now about to 
attempt to make the opening permanent, and the 
estimate before the Senate for that purpoze was 
$70,000, including a rcimbursement for what had 
been done by private enterprise. i i 

In addition to clearing away the raft, perhaps 
they would stop up the bayous tohelp the river to 
force iis way. The whole estimate, including this, 
might be set down at $85,000. The ccemmit'ee had 
reported the bill under the full conviction that the 
wurk could be made peimanent.at this expense. 

Mr. DAVIS said he was not in committee when 
the bill was accepted; but he had no objection to it, 
He had, however, unders ood that the last appro- 
‘priation would comple’e the wock; and he now 
hoped th’s would do it. The matier hed been well 
explained by. the Senator from Arkansas, and Mr. 
D. hoped, when the sabjectof the Lakes should 
come up, he wou'd make as good an argument for 
them as he had done for his own river. - 

Mr. D. sta‘ed that he had four years ago moved 
a cail on the Department on the subject of the pub- 
lic works, and adccument had cons:queatly been 
published, showing the estimates and expenses 
from year to year. From this it appeared that 
some were below, and some vastly beyond, the 
estimates. But Mr. D. regarded as the principal 
cause of th’s, that the estimates had often been 
maie by one set of engineers, and the work per- 


| formed by another; the original plans having of en 
been altered and made mcre expensive. 


Mr. D. 
was also understood to say that the Secretary of the 
Treasury had objected to any restraint on the De- 
partment on this point. The views of engineers 
differed very grea'ly, and it was doubtless some- 
times be:t to modify the original plan. i 
After a few more remarks to the same effect b 
Messrs. PIERCE and DAVIS, the bill was passed. 


SPEECH OF MR STRANGE, 
_ Or Norta CAROLINA, 

In Senate, Friday, January 10, 1840—On the bill 
for the armed occupation and settlement of that 
part of Fiorida overrun aod infested by ma- 
rauding bands of hostiie Indians, 
Mr. STRANGE rose and addressed the Senate 

as fellows: 
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Mr. Presivent: I co nof know shat I should 
envy the stoicism of one w could address this 
august body with perfect cqmpoghre. For my 
own part, it is one of the sevpresẸ trials I am ever 
called on to encounter. It ig especially so on the 
present occasion, formally calle upon, as I have 
been, by the honorable SenagOr from South Ca- 
rolina. 

When that Senator did me the honor to make 
his special call, he doubt'ess supposed that I was 
an opponent of the bill. The expectation of the 
Senator was not groundless. I shall be compelled 
to vote against the bill solitary and alone, I fear, 
so far as the friends of the Administration are con- 
cerned; and, I greatly fear, with the whole body of 
the Opposition. Under circumstances so appalling, 
I trust I shall be excused for trespassing a short 
time upon the Senate. 

For a man to find himself in some vast terra 
incognifa—some wide, dense forest—some dark, 
unfathomable cave—might excite some feelings 
of apprehension; but to be suddenly surrounded by 
a body of men, in whose principles he had no con- 
fidence, and on whose benevolence he had no 
claim, would excite emotions in the stoutest bosom; 
and one anticipating such an event, might be ex- 
cused should he forearm himself. I refer, of course, 
to the political principles of the gentlemen of the 
Opposition; neither my convictions nor my po- 
liteness would allow me to go further. 

It is always distressing to find one’s self voting 
against his friends and acting with his enemies; 
and on such occasion explanation is necessary. I 
am not ambitious to be fouad an actor in a politico. 
dramatic representation of a scene which is said to 
occur in heaven over a sinner that repenteth. Nor 
would I have my friends suppose that I am post- 
ing to that half-way house, the, pathway to which, 
like that to the lion's den, exhibits footprints but 
in one direction. Why, then, it may be asked, 
have I not fallen into the current, and united with 
my friends in support of the bill? I answer, that 
I feel but little responsibility in opposing it, be- 
lieving, as I do, that it will pass without my vote; 
and should the experiment succeed, I think I shall 
not be denied a participation in the family jubilee; 
and no ene will enjoy the triumph more than my- 
self; and should it fail, as 1 believe it will, I shall 
enjoy that privilege for which many are willing to 
patticipate in ruin produced by the plans of 
others—a privilege gilding, like a rainbow, the 
clond of adversity of every opposition—the glo- 
rious privilege of saying, “I told you so.” But 
were it otherwise, and my vote would defeat the 
bill, I should tremblingly assume the responsibility, 
and consign it to that capacious tomb where the 
Capulets repose. re 

My reasons are sufficient for self-justification, 
and I will submit a portion of them for the jadg- 
ment of others. 

Surprise is confessed on every hand at the dura- 
tion of the war in Florida; and all acknowledge 
with a sigh that a@stain has fallen on _the 
national glory. Florida, that b2autifal tänd, 
whose name is music, and which calls up so 
many poetical associations, has, for four years 
past, been swept by the besom of destruction. 
Millions of money have been expended, and 
thousands of noble hearts have bled to arrest the 
plague. It still rages with unabated fury, and the 
inbabitants of middle Florida, thongh far. removed 
from the scene of war, dwell in precarious safety. 
Our feelings have been harrowed day: after day 
with some new tale of cruelty and blcod. The 
Unsuspicious settlers are broken in upon—the cra- 
died infant is torn from its repose—its liule neck is 
writhed by savage hands, cr ifs brains scattered 
abroad in fragments. The heart's blood of the 
mother is poured out on her own hearth-stone; the 
gillant father hath already perished in a fruitless 
effort to bar the entrance of the intruders, while 
the savage retires to his Jair deriding the power of 
the United Sitater, ` : 

Has the bird of heaven lost the lightning of his 
eye, or the strength of his talons, that a loathsome 
repiile should creep to his nest and devour his off- 
Spring, even beneath the shadow of his broad wing? 

te seems hardly conscious of his bereavement— 
his plumage is scarcely ruffled with indignation, 


and the gorged reptile is suffered to glide away in 
safety. 

It was not always thus—some sad change has 
com? over us—the atmosphere is infected—it is un- 
fit for respira'ion—and_ patriotism gasps for exis- 
tence. What is this pestilence—this malaria? 
It is luxury and the love of gain; these have ever 
driven out valor, honor, and Patriotism, where 
they have entered. The downfall of Sparta takes 
its da'e from their introduction by Agis the first. 
In Athers, Pericles enjoys the bad eminence of 
having fully introduced these evils with their train 
of consequences. 

A learned commentator, on the history of that 
peopie, has written what I beg leave to read to the 
Senate: 

“There is no mark which so surely indicates the reigning man- 
ners of a people at different periods as that quality or tunofmind 
which happens to be the reigning object of public applause.” 
* > * * * «Thua ia the infancy and rise of the Grecian 
Republics, when necessity of self-defence had given a manly 
and warlike turn to the temper of the people, and the continu- 
anceof the same necessity had fixed it into a habit, the love of 
their country soon became the reigning object. of public ap- 

plause. As this reigning object consequently became the chief 
object of desire to every one who was ambitious of pubic ap- 
Plause, it quickly grew to be the fashion. The whole people in 
these States slowed with the generous principle of public vir- 
tue to the highest degree of enthusiasm. Wealth had then no 
charms, and all the bewitching pleasures of luzury were un- 
known or despised.” , 

How descriptive of ihe former and present con- 
dition of our own country ! ote 

The same causes operated on the decline of 
Rome, which may be dated from her conquest over 
Antiochus the Great. Upon this subject. the -same 
commentator, to whom I have before referred, re- 
marks: . 

“Public virtue and the love of their country, which had raised 
the Romansto the empire of the universe, were extinct. Money, 
which alone could enable them to gratify their darling luxury, 
was subst tuted in their place. Power, dominion, honors, and 
‘universal respect, were annexed to the possession of money. 
Contempt, and whatever was most reproachful, was the bitter 
portion of poverty, and to be poor, grew to be greatest of 
all crimes in the estimation of the Romans.” : 

Alas! how rapidly are the people of the United 
States hastening from the former to the latter state 
of public seat’ment. DET 

In modern history Spain, chivalric Spain, pre’ 
sents a sad picture of the debilitating effects of 
wealth on patriotism and public virtue. 

John Taylor of Caroline, (one of the greatest 
American statesmen who has ever lived, and 
whose works should be in the hands of every 
youth in the country, and for a republication of 
which Congress had better make an appropriation, 
than for many less worthy objects,) speaking on 
this subjeet, has prophesied a similar destiny for 
our country, as the fruits of our funding and pa- 
per system, the only hope of defeating the fulfil- 
ment of which prophecy, is in atresting its cause. 
But it is not merely the effects of effeminacy and 
indo'ence, flowirg from luxury and the love of 


wealth, ef which I speak. Those effects are as 


numerous as the forms which Proteus could as- 
sume. The most important effect of luxury and 
eagerness fcr wealth, is a perfect monopoly by the 
latter of the public mind, whether that mind exists 
among the people at large or in the Government. 
The acquisition of wealth engrosses the mind of 


each individual, and all his powers, both physical 


and intellectual, are tasked to work to the best ad- 
vantage that mighty engine, the paper system. 

At an early period of its history, the Govern- 
ment was called upon for assistance by these for 
whom the machine did not operate to their entire 


satisfaction. They calied upon Hercules, and like 


its good natured prototype in heathen my‘hology, 
the Government came tc their ass'stance. Its 
gigantic muscles were exercised for their benefit 
until they began to insist that, neglecting all other 
business, it must devote itself exclusively to 
their service. Even in this Chamber it has been 
urged that one of the most important duties of Go- 
vernment is to provide a sound paper currency. 
For many years the Goverament kept on tinkering, 
as some would call it, with the currency until it 


- began to find that it was only benefiting a few 


brokers and shavers, to the injury of itself and the 
people at large; and that if a sound paper curren- 
cy was ever formed, it could never be by ahy joint 
operation between itself and individuals or corpo- 
rations. [t then attempted to withdraw itself, but 


eee te 


had become so entangled in the complexities of the 
machine that this was found impossible. It had 
caught a Tartar, and however wi'ling to let its cap- 
tive go, found itself, in turn, a prisoner. With a 
wise and valiant spirit, however, it continued the 
effort, and during the who'e period of the Florida 
war the chief business of the Government has beea 
to disengage itself from the emtraces of the paper 
system with as little injury as possible to the com- 
munity. What wonder, then, that with all its 
powers and resources so fully engrossed, many 
important matters should have been totally ne- 
giected or badly executed? 

In connection with this, was the tendency of 
these causes to centralization. In the eager pur- 
suit of wealth, and the regulation of the paper sys- 
tem, both individua's and the Government natu- 
rally looked chiefly to those places where money 
most did congregate. The monetary pole and the 
pole of the earth pointed in the same direction. 
Like some huge animal, the United States, stretched 
out from north to south. Inthe former direction 
was its head, and from thence extended southardly 
its vast chest, vitals, and bowels. 

Whatever danger might threaten these, or seem 
to threaten, exc ted at once his sensibility, and put 
him in the attitude of defence. From thence far 
to the southward, stretched out a long insensible 
tail. It might be trodden upon—it might be 
wounded, or even cut off, and the only indication 
of suffering exhibited, wou'd be a groan, or at most 


“a surly snarl. 


He would not rise from his recumbent posture, 
lest the delicate operations of the credit system 
might be incommoded. k 

These influences were felt among all classes of 
people, and paralized the heart and the limbs of the 
nation. They affec'ed alike the. Government and 
its agents, and it was not to be expected that the 
army should escape its influence. a 

“It is a far cry to Lochcw,” is a saying among 
the highlands of Scotland, by which is signified 
their security in the remoteness of their mountain 
fastnesses from the vengeance of the Lowlander, 
for deeds of violence. It isa far cry to Florida— 
it dies away in the d'stance, ere it can reach the 
national sensorium, under the lethargic influences 
to which I have referred. No voice reaches to 
inform us of the real state of affairs, and every one 
was evidently laboring under a gross delusion at 
the beginning of this war. It was believed to have 
had its origin in the iasubord-nation of a single 
savage, and to depend for its continuance upon his 
skill and valor. Could Oceola be eithe slain or 
taken, it would term ‘nate at once, was the gener: | 
impression. When the idle Athenians anxious'y 
inquired, “is Philip dead?” some one would repl', 
“No; bat he is very sick.” Then would the ind g- 
nant Demosthenes exclaim, “What avails it to us 
whether Philip be either sick or dead? Were Phi- 
lip dead to-morrow, your own folly and supineness 
would quickly raise up another Philip.” And such 
has been the i lustration ia our own story. Oceola 
has been long since dead, and leader afier leader 
has sprung up, until every naked savage among the 
wilds of Florida is an Oceola! a 

Yes, Oceola is dead, and in his death has dis- 
closed another of the fatal effects of the paper sys- 
tem, imparting a fierceness to party Strife, and 
severing in twain the different portions of the na- 
tion, and so arraying them against each other, that 
when the traitor, crimsoned wih the blood of our 
women and children, is taken, and dies in confine- 
ment, he is mourned over in this hall as a patriot 
and hero, the victim of perfidy and oppression. 
How can the soldier fight when his arm is thus 
held back—when he is kept halting, as it were, be- 
tween two opinions, doubtful whether it is his duty 
to retreat or advance upon the foe; conscious that 
if he strikes and is success‘ul, he will be charged 
with perfidy and cruelty; and if he does not, he 
wil be accused of indolence or cowardice. Simi- 
lar to this has been the condition of the Govern- 
ment.. If supplies are called for to carry on the 
war, the Government is cnarged with extravagance 
and profligacy. If supplies are not called pa 
is accused of incompetency or disreyatd ee © 
groans of the dying, and the welfare of t AEE 

All these things cannot fail to produce their ef- 
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fect on the army. It is composed of men who 
must, consequently, be subject to all those influences 
by which men are affected. It cannot be denied 
that the war in Fior'da has reflected discredit on 
our arms. The Seminoles ought to have been 
conquered. No adequate cause presents itself for 
such entire failure, without reflecting some discredit 
on those who have been engaged in the war. My 
friend from New Hampshire, [Mr. Prerce,] has 
referred to sim'lat cccurrences in La Vendee and 
Circassia. Bat those cases appear to me to be 
totally dissimilar to the one under consideration. 
Le Vendee was a fine, thickly settled province of 
France, containing people civilized and intelligent, 
regular:y organized in military bodies, and boasting 
of La Roche, Jacquelin, and others, among the 
most di:tinguished leaders in France. The war 
against that people was simply to subdue, not 
to destroy or remove. Our own Revolutionary 
war has shown how difficaltit is for a greatly supe- 
rior force to subdue men determined to be free, 
unless actual extermination is resorted to. To use 
a homely phrase, you may whip them, but they 
will not stay whipped. Our assault on Florida 
ought not to have been for the mere purpose of 
subduing; it was a war of defence. There was no 
reason why it shoald not be carried to extremity. 
We have no puiposė to suffer the Indians to re- 
main in the country. Our design was to drive 
them out alive, or dragthem out dead; and the 
work, once eff:ctually accomplished, required 
no repetition. ` 
: The Circassians inhabit 
trae, somewhat resembling 
have defendei themselves’ by presenting an 
impregnable breastwork at the very entrance 
of the peninsula, and driving back their ene- 
mies, or retiring merely to rally, but never 
permitting the foe to gain a fcoihold behind 
them. ‘Thus their internal affairs have been con- 
ducted with but little interruption. Far different has 
been the case with the Florida Indians; they have 
fied before us, and suffered us to traverse the penin- 
sula at pleasure. Their mode of warfare has borne 
a much stronger resemblance to that of the ancient 
Scythians than any other. They have exposed 
oar troops to perish by the climate and by natural 
causes, rather than by theirarms. Yet the differ- 
ence between ourselves and those who made war 
on the ancient Scythians is very striking. The 
difficulties with which they had to contend were 


a peninsula, it is 
Florida, but they 


real; ours are almost imaginary. The Scythians 


led their pursuers through interminable deserts, 
where there was nothing to sustain existence, be- 
ing themselves prepared, by long habit, to en- 
dure almost incalculable privations, by the half of 
which their adversaries perished. The climate, 
foo, was one to which their pursuers was altege- 
Hanh unaccustomed, and were, therefore, ill able to 
r. 

In Florida, the country, it is true, is difficult to 
pass, but not impenetrable ; it is neither desert nor 
destitute of foed ; its climate is such as 1s embraced 
in a part of our own land, but a degree or two fur- 
ther south than other portions of our country, 
which have long been inhabited. The climate may 
be unfriendly to the hea!th of our troops, but there 
is no reason why it should be considered fatal. It 
is far from my purpose tò cast any unjust censure 
upon the army or its officers, but it is my duty to 
treat this subject boldly and plainly. I would not 
willingly wound the feelings of man, woman, or 
child. Put this matter must be honestly probed, 
and, as far as possible, the cause of the disease 
laid open. And I cannot but think, and, therefore, 
cannot but say, there has been some gross mis- 
management on the part of tho:e who have been 
engaged in this war. A partial apology may be 
found in the total ignorance of the country in 


which it was to be waged, when the war com- 


menced. Bat that apology is daily Icsing its force. 
The main cause of failure I believe to exist in the 
unsuitable character of the force employed. 

This has nct been a war for regulars; it should, 
in my judgment, have been conducted by undisci- 
plined, or but partially disciplined, volunteers. Our 
who'e experience seems to me to be in faver of 
this position. Nearly all oar successes against the 
Indian tribes have been by militia forces. Going 


back as far as Braddock’s defeat at Fort Duquesne, 
the superior fitness of militia to regalar troops for 
Indian warfare, was exhibited; and you, Mr. Pre- 
sident, well remember the effective charac‘er of 
volunteer troops at the bait'e of the Thames. Ia 
support of this opinion, I am fortified by conversa- 
tions with intelligent men from Florida, both in and 
out of the army; ard [ have a letter to the same 
purpo:t, received from a quondam member of Con- 
gress ea'ly in this session. It is very obvious that 
this must be the case. 
for its peculiar field. The Macedonian phalanx 
in ancient times, presented to a foe an impregnable 
front on level ground, but was totally inefficient 
among hills and valleys. 

I have thus glanced at some of the causes of the 
existing evils, preparatory to a consideration of 
the remedy. It isa classical maxim, “Happy is 
the man who is able to discover the causes of 


things.” I may be wrong in my view of the sub- | 
ject, but I believe the paper system, paralyzing the ` 


heart and limbs of the body politic, has given rise 
to secondary causes which have produced the sad 
effects we have so long deplored. But a glorious 
light is breaking in upon us, and the clouds are 
dispersing. The Government will have soon d s- 
engaged i‘self from the paper system; the political 
atmosphere is returning to its native purity, and 
patriotism will once wore breathe freely. Gulliver 
has nearly succeeded in breaking the threads by 
which the Lilliputians have bound him to the 
earh. Sampson is disengaging himself from the 
embraces of Delilah, and rising in his strength. 
Separated from the maddening influence of pecu- 
niary interest, party spirit will become calm and 
rational. The go'den apple of discord will no 
longer be found in this hall to disturb our counc 1s, 
and prevent their efficiency. We shall come to 
the calm consideration of the interests of the people 
at large, and pursue it with undivided aim. Let 
us, then, seize the first moment of this auspicious 
era for adopting the most effectual means for the 
relief of Florida. Let us give to the matter the 
most earnest examination; and, having considered 
it in all its bearings, decide promptly and wisely. 
The bill under consideration presents to us one 
plan; and the first question to be decided is, shall 


| we adopt it? To those who believe it is the best 


within our reach, I would say at once, give it your 
support; but b«lieving, as I do, that it is not on'y 
not the best, but will be totally ineffectual, I should 
be a traitor to my country, and a traitor to my 
party, were I to give it my support. . 

The bill, I confess, meets me with a prejudice 
against it. My constituents, I believe, are opposed 
to donations of the public lands in every form; and 
it would be difficult to convince them that this 
was not, in fact, a donation. But the people, 


whom I have the honor to represent in part, are a 


generous and patriot c people, and would Le willing 
to surrender nct only the public domain, but their 
private fortunes, and even their very lives, rather 
than an insul:ing foe should be permitted to main- 
tain his footing on their country’s soil. 

Passing by, then, this matter of prejudice, I 
come to others more important in the consideraticn 
of this bill—its efficacy and its economy. 

If it is not the most economical, un'ess it be de- 
cidedly the most efficient, it should not be adopted. 
And unless the mest effic‘ent, however economi- 
cal, under existing c:rcumstaneis, it should receive 
nofavor. For my own part, I fear it is neither 
economical nor efficient. In the first place, I am 
led to doubt its economy, because the title of the 
United States to the lands. proposed to be 
settled, is at least doubtful. That whole coun- 
try, to use a common phrase, has been shin- 
gled over with Spanish titles. Some of them 
bave already been tied, and all of them 
so tried, have, as far as my information reaches, 
been decided against the United States. The Ala- 
gon title, I believe, covers the very land particularly 
described in the bill; and as I wish to bave no 
concealments, but am perfectly willing to lay open 
my heart, that every one, if possible, may see the 
springs of its action, I, frankly confess that I have 
myself a small claim under the Alagon title. This 
has made it my interest to give that title some ex- 
amination, and I must say that I am unable to per- 


Each class of trcops is fitted | 
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ceive its defects. My impression may be erroneous, 
but I believe, on examination, it will be found that 
the United States has no title to the land covered by 
the Alagon grant. 

In this state of things, the price we may be pay- 
ing to armed settlers, is exceedingly doubtful; the 
period at which the title may be settled, is uncer- 
tain, and no one can say what at that time may be 
the value of each settler’s location. 

Whatever it may be, the United States must 
warrant to him its pesse:sion, or will have faied 
to fulfil her engagement with him. Who can say 
what sums the settler may have expended in its 
improvement? And all these he must be reim- 
bursed, or injustice will be done him. He will 
justly exclaim, you have put but a barren sceptie 
in my gripe, and cheated me with promises, which 
you have not fulfilled, unless he is fully indemni- 
fied for the increased value of the land he may 
lose, and the expenditures he may have put upon 
it. Again: The measure is not an economical one, 
if the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Cray] is right, 
as I believe he is, in saying the conquest of the 
country can be achieved upon much better terms. 
I believe with him that there are plenty of gallant 
spirits in his own, and others of the Southern 
States, who would obey the call of their country, 
and drive out the Indians for ne other rewards than 
those of glory, patriotism, and the consciousness of 
having performed their duty. 

The measure further strikes me as being defi- 
cient in economy, inasmuch as it preserves no just 


` proportion between the service rendered and the 


compensation paid. There is no means of com- 
puting the duration of the war,. It may terminate 
immediately, or, like the maroon war in Jamaica, 
may continue for three quariers of a century. In 
the one case, the compensation will vastly exceed 
the labor and privation to which the settler would 
be subjected; in the latter, it would fall incompa- 
bly short of it. Economy consists in some just 
apportionment between labor and compensation. 
A spirit of gambling must be the inevitable result 
of the uncertainty of the labor and ee by 
which a certain reward is to be gained. And that 
is the very Spirit which our country has every rea- 
son to deplore, as poisoning its political and moral 
health. Lastly, upon the score ef economy, I fear, 
if this measure succeeds at all, it will only be 
through the aid of an army, as large and expensive 
as would be sufficient to drive out the Seminoles 
without it. 

Bat, as I said, if the measure is the most efficient 
let us adopt it without much regard to its economy. 
But I fear, even in this particular, it will be found 
grossly deficient. That it will prove efficient is an 
affirmative proposition which he who lays itdown 
should prove. I have listened to the Senator from 
Missouri in his effort to establish this position, but 
he has failed to convince me. I have too often 
witnessed his powerful array of tacts and 
figures, to be unconscious’ of his capacity of sup- 
porting his cause when on the side of truth. I have 
too often sat by and looked with triumph at the 
sturdy blews he has dealt on the heads of his ene- 
mies and mine, to underrate his reasoning faculty. 
When, then, with his effort and his powers, I have 
not been convinced, I am satisfied that nothing 
convincing can be said on that side of the question. 
Nor is this all. With all my deference and respect 
for the opinions of that Senator, when 1 find him 
standing almost alone against the rest of the world, 
I am forced to doubt the firmness of the ground he 
occupies. It is wue others vote for this bill, but no 
one else scems to urge itsclaims to favor with 
much confidence. Out of this chamber I have con- 
versed with many intelligent men, and I have 
heard no one express the belief that it would prove 
effic'ent. Many have expressed a belief to the. 
contrary; and this very morning I have received a 
long letter from a gentleman in the army to the 
same purport. But I am told it has received the 
approbation of the Administration, and is recom- 
mended by the Secretary at War. This, I confess, 
would be with me a strong argument in its favor. 
No one in this Chamber has a higher respect than 
myself for the talents and patriotism of that offi- 
cer. But, as I read his notice of this measure, 
I rather take it as an authority against than for it, 
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“The pastage-of the bi'l introduced in the Senate 
daring the last session,” says the S-cretary, “and 
‘partially acted upon in Congress, for the military 
occupation of Fiorida, would, it is believed, be at- 
tended with beneficial effec's”’ If this is to be 
taken as an endorsement of the bill, I must say that | 
it appears to me ta be in characters so faint, that | 
they are scarcely legible; and Should än attempt | 
hereafter be made to hold the Secretary Jiable fir | 
the success of the measure, it would, I think, be | 
exceedingly difficalt to es‘ablish the handwriting. | 
Had he heartily approved the -p'an, or repo:ed | 
much confidence in its suceess, we should have | 
seen more of his characteristic zeal and firmne<s in ! 
its advccacy. But he has, as it were, damned it wi h 
faint praise, and withheld from it the. decided sans- | 
tion of his name. In this he has acted wisely, for | 
the measure is obviously an experiment, which, so | 

‘faras | know, has.never before been tried during | 
the history of the world. With great deference to | 
the Senator from Missouri, it is, I think, altogether | 
unlike the case of the Jews, or the former settle- 
ments in our own country. The case of the Jews | 
can never fairly be drawn. into precede:.t. They 
were emphatically a peculiar peopie. God him- 
self was their leader, and with his own arm drove | 
out the heathen from before them, as h: had pre- 
viously promised. Their successes were not the 
ordinary results of human means. So far, how- 
ever, as haman means were used as secondary 
agents, they were, according to my understanding, 
very different from those proposed by this bill. 
The whole. Jewish nation proceeded en masse 
in their conquests; and, as. was remarked by 
the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Tarran,} they found 
houres ready built, and fields and vineyards culti- 
vated, (and such grapes, by the way, have never 
since been scen,) of wh'ch they took possession: By 
the command of Heaven the former inhabitants of 
the land were destroyed, and a curse fell upon 
whomsoever was backward in the work of de- 
struction. One tribe only who, by subtlety, ob- 
tained assurance of safety, was permitted to live. 
Bat even that tribe fell under the curse of Heaven, 
and was made slaves to the Hebrews. After tak- - 
ing possession of their land, the Jews dwelt like 
other nations, pursuing the ordinary occépations of 
life. Not in armed husbandry, but frequently 
called upon, like other people im early times, to de- 
fend their land against invasion, returning again 
when they had driven off their enemy to their 
fields and vineyards. ; 

shere is, perhaps, more resemblance in 
the case of our Wes‘ern settlers. But even 
there the difference is great. The face of the 
country in which our Western settlements were 
formed, was very dissimilar to that of Florida. 

There continuous and boundless exten’s of fertile 

lands stretched out, and settlements could be form- 

ed compact and of any size. The necessaries of 
life grew almost spontaneously—at least very liitle 
labor was required to pro'uce them. There was 
no desire to capture the gatives, or to destrey them; 
all that was wanting was to keep them ata respect- 
fal distance. This was readily enovgh done, for. 
there was a vast couniry behind upen which 
the savages could fall back, and very willing 
were they to avail themselves of it. The white men, 
wherever they came, spoiled their hunting grounds, 
and it required no foree to induce them to go 

Where game was more abundant: Thus rolled 
back, like the successive ocean waves; the na- 
tives were but little in the way of the advancing 
settlers, The reverse of all this is the case in Flo- 
rida. That conntry, if 1 am correetly informed, 
consists of swamps, hammecks, and poor pine 
ridges. The former of these require drainiag, at 
considerable expense, ere they can be made neeful, 
and I do not know that it has been ascertained that 
they are sufficiently fertile to repay this expense. 

hammocks, the only land certainly valuable, 
are, I am told, not sufficiently largeto admit of 
any considerable settlement in one body, and that, 
besides this, the timber is so thick and heavy as to 
defy the efforts of any single laborer to place the 
land in a state of tillage. in the course of one sea- 
son; £o that, so far from being able to fight, and 
feed himself, too, it would be more than the labo- 
rer could accomplish to draw from his land a Jean 


in upon some terms or other, or else they will prove a great 
discouragement to the settling of the country.” $ 


How much does this seem like a picture of our 
case, and how apposite is the conclusion to which 
Gen. Sedgewick comes to our circumstances. These 
Maroons, (or as the word signifies, these hog hun- 
ters) continued to annoy the British settlers in 
Jamaica for upwards of forty years, during which 
t'me forty-four acts of assembly were passed, and, 
£240,000 in money expended, and lives without 
number sacrified. And here allow me to remark that 
this is a sufficient answer to such of the English as 
choose to flout us with the great duration of the 
Florida war. About this time were fought two 
battles: 

“Which (says the historian) so reduced the strength of the 
Maroons, and filled them with terror, that they never afterwarda 
appeared in any considerable body, nor dared to make any 
stand; indeed, they had never once ventured a pitched hattle, 
but skulked about the skirts of remote plantations, surprising 
stragglers and murdering whites by two or three at a lime, and 
when they were too few to make resistance. By night, they 
seized the favorable opportunity that darkness gave them of 
stealing into the settlements, where they set fire to cornfields and 
outhouses, killed all the cattle they could find, and carrfed the 
slaves into captivity. They knew every secret avenue of the 
country, so that they could either conceal themselves from pur- 
suit, or shift their ravages from place io place, as circumstances 
required.” ` 
- How like, in all respects, the conduct of the Se- 
minoles!. In 1733, a new mode of warfare was 
adopted against them. Troops were employed to 
scour the roads and mountains and destroy the 
provision gardens and haunts of the, maroons. 
“Every barrack was also furnished with a pack of 
dogs, provided”—by whom do you think? By the 
church-wardens—‘‘provided by the church-wardens of 
the respective parishes”—it being foreseen. that these 

animals would prove extensively serviceable, not 
only in guarding against surprises in the nigh!, but: 
in tracking the enemy. This was a decided im- 
provement upon their former mode ef fighting; bat 
the settlers had not yet discovered the most effectual 
plan of warring with these savages. ‘About the 
year 1737, the assembly resolved on taking into 
their pay two hundred of the Musquito Indians, to 
hasten the suppression of the maroons.” These 
troops, with others of the same description, made it 
a practice to observe the most profound silence in 
marching on the enemy’s quarters, and when they 
had once hit upon the trail, they were sure to dis- 
cover the haunt to which it led. “They,” says the 
historian, “effected considerable service, and were, 
indeed, the most proper troops to be employed in 
that species of action which is kKaown in America ” 
—by what name do you suppose ?—‘ bush-fighting ” 
‘Within one year after this bush-fighting was intro- 
duced, the Maroon war was over; the Maroons 
“were reduced to so miserable a condition by famine 
and incessantattacks, that they afterwards declared 
that, if peace had not been offered them, they had 
no choice left but either to be starved, lay violent 
hands on themselves, or surrender to the English at 
discretion.” -Thus it is I am for assailing the Se. 
minoles in Florida. Following the light of history, 
l am led to this course; and ever those who may 
differ with me cannot deny that I speak upon good 
authority. The only way of biinging such a foe to 
terms, is by cons'ant and ceaseless. pursuit; giving 
them neither time for rest nor for the gathering of 
food, while, at the same time, you deprive them of 
opportunity for rapine and destruction. This can 
only be done by scouting par‘ies, accompanied by 
dogs. Without these, the whites may almost pass 
over them as over a partridge in the heather, with- 
out perceiving them. But the dog destroys their 
conscious security, and his ins'inct is ever exposing 
them to their pursuers. Yes; I am for resorting to 
the bush fighting voluntaer:, and for employing the. 
dogs alo. And I go still farther. When I had 
assembled my volunteers and my dogs, I would 
make proclamation that every Indian warrior who . 
came in by a certain day should be spared, hu- 
manely treated, and transported to the land origi- 
nally promised beyond the Mississippi; but that all 
taken afterwards should be hung upon the gibbet. 
This threat should be executed. Iam aware there 
is a mawkish sensibility prevailing e 
ject, entitled, in my opinion, to but li i 
Thus, when the gallant Hernandez captured erat 
la, sensibilities were fe!t in this Chamber, not for 
icti Indian—the women ard 
the victims of the ruthless id d 
children he had butchered—the widows and op- 


support with the utmost toil. The remaining 
tands or pine ridges would not, I suppose, of them- 
selves, hold out temptations to any settlerz. The 
object of invading Florida is not to occupy and 
maintain it ia the face of the natives, but to force 
them out of it—a very different opera'ion from in- 
dueing them td fall back. The latter would be 
impracticable if it was desired, for there is no coun- 
try for them to fall back upon; no cheice would be 
left them but victory or death, by famine, or the 
sea suriounding them on every hand. It is this, 
probably, which already renders them so ferocious, 
and causes them so frequently to break in upon 
the settlements. Nothing short of forcing them 
from the country would answer any purpose, or at 
least the great purpose in view—the safety of the 
present white settlements. 

But if the proposed plan could succeed at all, it 
will be altogether too slow in its Operation. It 
would take months, in the first place, to procure 
the necessary number of settlers, and several more 
to get them to the scene ef operation; and many 
more, I fear, under the most favorable view of the 
subject, before the anticipated effect would be pro- 
duced of forcing the Indians to capitula‘ion and 
removal. In the meantime, Middle Florida would 
Continue as now the scene of alarm and butchery. 
Your posts would still be passed by ways known 
only to the savages, and plunder and bloodshed be 
vis'ted upon the s:ttlements. What we want is an 
immediate remedy for the, pressing evil. Some 
plan that will keep the. {ndlans constantly engaged 
in their own defence, so as to leave them no time 
for rapine, until their overthrow is completed. 

I may be asked, why not give the plan proposed 
a trial? If it can do no good, it may be said, it will 
dono harm. That is what I cannot admit. No 
pian will now, in my judgment, prove ent'rely 
newral. It isa maxim in philosophy, that no two 
bodies can occupy. the same space at the same 
time. And if this plan is attended with no 
other evil, it will serve, to some extent at least, 
to displace a better: It will consume, in an expe- 
riment, precious time that-should be energetically 
devoted to the deliverance of Florida. 

There is a certain. mode which I believe cannot 
fail, and I am therefore for adopting it at once. It is 
the good old plan of opposing thews and sinews to 
thews and sinews. I am no friend te expedients. 
I have been opposed to substituting paper for gold 
and silver; and I have no confidence in any sub- 
stitute for the usual materiel of war. I am for em- 
ploying at once a sufficient military force to ex- 
p'ore the country, and pursue the Indians into eve-- 
ry nook whither they may fly for refuge. This, I 
believe, canbedone. Our soldiers may plant their 
footsteps wherever they shall plant theirs. 1 have 
no idea that they possess any faculty of travelling 
without leaving a trace by which they may be 
pursued. They have no such powers as the Scy- 
thians wou'd intimate for themselves to Cyrus, (I . 
thiak it was,) when pursuing them, by sending hima 
frog, a bird, and a mole—signifying that unless he 
could swim like the first of these animals, fly like 
the second, and burrow like the third, the pursuit of 
them would be vain. But I would employ in this 
pursuit volunteer militia. Regulars, as I- have 
said, I do not think adapted to this service, for rea- 
sons which it would be tedions to explain. The 
maroon war in Jamaica more nearly resembles 
that in which we have been engaged with the Se- 
minoles in Florida than any that cceurs to me, of 
which we have any account in history, whether we 
look to the character of the persons against wliom, 
or the circumstances under which, it was waged. 

An inte: esting account of that war is furnished by 
Mr. Edwards in his History of the West Indies. 
“In the year 1655, (says that writer,) Jamaica was conquered 
from the Spaniards by the English, under the command of 
Amiral Penn and General Venables. The Spaniards are said to 
have possessed about one thousand five hundred slaves, who 
escaped and retreated to the mountains, from whence they 
made frequent incursions to harass the English. Major Gene. 
‘sal Sedgewick, in a letter to Secretary Thurlough, predicts that 
these blacks would prove a thorn in the side of the English. 
He adds that they give no quarter to „his men, but destroyed 
them whenever they foundan opportunity, scarce a week pass- 
ed without their murdering one or more of them; andas the 
soldiers became more confident and careless, the negroes giew 
more enterprising and bloody minded. Having no moral sense. 
and not understanding what the laws and customs of civilize 
nations mean, we know not how to capitulate or treat with 
them. But be assured they must either be deatpoyed or brought 
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as newly made by his mnrders—but for himself 
and his comrades, who had providentially fallen 
in‘o the pit they had digged for others. When will 
men leara to look at things as they really are, and 
not suffer themselves to be carried away by mere 


prejudices and unmeaning distinctions? One great: ; 


name wil! mislead a thousand unthinking followers; — 


and I doubt not that the Ear! of Chatham has given 
currency to many false notions of humanity in 
conducting war, by his famous speech upon the 
employment of Indian allies against us in our 
Revolutionary struggle. For his cpposition to 
that measure, the noble lord merits the gra- 
titade of every American; and had he been a 
little more consistent in other. acts with his 
virtuous indignation on that occasion, would have 
justly challenged the admiration of the world. 
But even Lord Chatham, in that ce'ebrated speech, 
so far from urging any thing against. the employ- 
ment of bloodhounds against the Indians, rather, 
I think, furnishes me with an argument in its 
favor: 

“Against your Protestant brethren, (said he,) to lay waste 
their country, to desolate their dwellings, and extirpate their race 
and name with these horrible hellhounds of savage war—hell- 
hounds, 1 say, of savage war. Spain armed herself with 
bloodhounds to extirpate the wretched natives of America, and 
we improve on the inhuman example of even Spanish cruelty; 
we turn loose these savage hel/hounds against our brethren and 
countrymen in America.” 

Lord Chatham considers the employment of In- 
dians by the British, against their Protestant breth- 
rep, an improvement upon the use of bloodhounds 
by the Spaniards in pursuit of the harmless na- 
tives af America. The Indians he describes as 
hellhounds, and places them in ferocity far be- 
yond the bloodhound. He could not, of course, 


object to the employment of the bicodhonnd against | 
the heilhound, laying, as he does, the stress of his ` 


argument, in his appeal to his countrymen, on the 
savage cruelly of the Indians, classing them with 
the inhabitants of the infernal regions. But we 
have not only the argument, but the example of 
Lord Chatham for the employment of what he con- 
siders worse than the blocdhound, when occasion 

uires. Ina note to his Statesmen of the Times 
of George IL], Lord Brougham remarks: 


_ "A circums‘ance attended Lord Chatham’s eloquent invec- 
tive against our employment of the Indians in the American 
war, which we have not handed down to us along with it, but 
which could hardly fail to be noticed at the time. The very 
same thing had been done in the former war carried on in Ca- 
nada by his own authority and under bis own immediate su- 
perintendence; the French had arrayed a tribe of these savage 
warriors againet us, and we, without ecrupie, arrayed another 
against them. This he thought fit to deny in the most positive 
manner, 
written by himself, that proved it, from among the papers in 
the Secretary’s office. A warm debate ensued, and at Jength 
Lord Amherst, the General who had commanded our troops in 


that Canadian «ar, wasso loudly appealed to on all sides, that | 


it compelled him to rise and most unwillingly (for he greatly 
re ted Lord Chatham) falter out a few words; enough, how- 
ever. 
even assumed by the Lords who spoke afterwards. Upon hear- 
ing what had passed in the House of Lords, Lord Bute ex- 
claimed with astonishment, Did Pitt really deny it? Why, I 


although the ministers offered to produce documents, . 


and ceath. In poof of this, I wil resort again to 
the Maroons. In 1795 another Maroon war broke 
out in. Jamaica. The Assembly naturally set 
about devising the most speedy mode of bringing it 


to a termination. 

“Tt was natural for them [says the author which 1 have be- 
fore cited] to recur to the experience of former times, and to 
inquire into the measures that had been successfully adopted in 


- the long and bloody war which, previous to the treaty of 1738, 
' had been carried on against the same enemy. The expedient 
i which had been resorted to, of employing dogs to diecover the 
| concealment of the Maroons, was recommended as a fit exam- 
ple to be followed in the present conjuncture.” 
He preceeds to say that they determined to en- 


| of human beings, 
: and animadversion in the mother country. 


gage a sufficient number of Spanish dogs and 
huntsmen from the island of Cuba. The author 


remarks, that 

“The Aasembly were not unapprized that the measure of 
calling in such aid, and urging the canine species to the pursuit 
would probably give rise to much observation 
Painful expe- 


| rience on other occasions had taught them that their conduct 
| in the present case would be severely scrutinized with all the . 


to acknowledge the fact—a fact admitted generally, and 


have letters of his still by me, singing Jo Peans over the ad- ' 


vantages we gained through our Indian allies.” 


Thus it is abundantly proved that Lord -Chat- | 


ham employed means on one occas‘on which he 
denounced on another, and I do not know that 
there was any reprehersible incon-istency in bis 
so doing; and I doutt not that these who now pro- 
fess a sickly sensibility upon the subject of means 
to be employed against the Seminole Indians might 
easi y be placed in circumstances to prove them- 
selves jost as inconsi-tent. Bat Lord Chatham's 


éenial of the fact is wuhout explanat on and with- | 


out apology. ` 

How absard is it for ope who has witnessed the 
cruelties inflicted upon the unoffending inħab:lanis 
of Florida, the destraction of their property, and 
the murder of their women and chil lren, to object 
to any mode of protecting them, from a sickly ap- 
prehension that the mode propces:d might bring h's 
hamanity in question. 


Every species of warfare | 


is cruel, and can only be jastfied upon the great - 
principle of self-defence, and the justifica'ion ex. | 
fends to every case where the principle applies; . 
and never was the principle of self-defence mere ; 
strictly applicable than in the case under conside- : 


ration. Indeed, judging by experience, I am much 
inclined to think that the use of dogs may be ad- 
vocated upon the very ground that it is the most 
humane mode of warfare under the contemplated 
circumstanees—the least productive of suffering 


rigid and jealous circumspectiou which ignorance and hatred, 
and envy and malice, and pretended humanity and fana- 
ticism, could exercise.” 

To this it. was replied, that the safety of the 
island, and the lives of the inhabi'ants, were not to 
be sacrified to the perverse misconstruction, or the 


wilful misrepresentation, of the mother country. 


Mr. Paley, the great moral ph losopl:er, was cited, |! ate the war. 


who declares: 


| 


“If the cause and end of war be justified, all the means that 


appear necessary to that end are justifiable also. This. is the 
principle which defends those extremities to which the violence 


of war usually proceeds; for since war is a eontest by force . 


between parties who acknowledge no common superior; and 
since it includes not in its idea the supposition of any conven- 


tion which would place limits to the operations of force, it has ` 


naturally no boundary but that in which force terminates, the 
destruction of the life against which force is directed.” 

It was, therefore, justly concluded, thai humanity 
was no way concerned in the expedient proposed, 
or in any other by which the enemy could te most 
speedily extirpated. The enemy was not an un- 
armed, innocent, and defenceless race of men, but 
a banditti of assassins, and tenderness towards 
them was cruelty to all the rest of the community: 
a reasoning; by the way,. which seems conclusive 
in the case now under consideration. The dogs 
were sent for, which being known among the Ma- 
roons, such was the terror it inspired, that within 
a very few days afterwards, and before an< of the 
dogs were actually employed, the Maroons all sur- 
rendered at discretion, and were sbipred to Hali- 
fax, as we propose to do the Seminoles to the west- 
ward of the Mississippi. And thus was an expe- 
dient, denounced as cruel, made a second time in- 
strumental in putting a termination to war and 
bloodshed. I would adopt it again, in connection 


with the volunteers and martial law, and I have no | 


question but it would prove effectual. In the exe- 
cution, or rather the threatened execution, of all 


the warriors taken after the proclamation, I have |) 


much confidence, as I understand the Indians, in 


that mode of death. 
This is a -general outline of the plan I should 
devise; the details and the number of volunteers to 


ke employed, I leave to the proper department in. | 
My province is | 


which I have every confidence. 
not that of a general, or the head of a Department. 

I speak as an American statesman—an humble 

one it istrue; but the duties of that station have de- 

volved upon me, however incompetent I may be 

for their fulfilment. In an effort to discharge those 

duties, I expreses my belief that the bill under con- 
sideration will not serve for the relief of Florida, 

but that a plan, something like the one I have sug-. 
gested, will. 
something. 


that speedily. Let the wounds of bleeding Florida 
be staunched. And let it not be said in the lán- 
guage of the Senator from Missouri, “deli eraf Ro- 
ma perit Saguntum,” —whi!e Congress defbgrates, 
Florida perishes. 


ARMED OCCUPATION OF FLH 


IN SENATE, 
Taurspay, January 9, 18 
The bill for the occupation of Fla 
settlers being again under consideratfon 


> 


Mr. CRITTENDEN roseand said: The Florida 
war has become a matter of distinguished impor- 


| common with ourselves, have a special horror of | 
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tance, and the measure which is now under con- 
sideration is therefore entitled to our soberest and 
most deliberate regard. In the various disappoint- 
ments which have been experienced of our hopes 
of the termination of these hostilities, we have cast 
about our minds for the reasons of this protracted 
hostility, and for the means by which it might be 
brought to an end. Notwithstanding these disap- 
I had indulged the hope at one time of 
the quiet settlement of the Territory by ‘some 
means within the usual and legitimate powers of 
this Goveroment. But from this measure I do not 


| believe that there is one good result to be antici- 


pated, and I think the bill ought not to pass. 

Mr. President, every consideration of economy, 
ef humanity, and ef h nor, requires that this war 
should be-speedily terminated by the most effectual 
measures within the power of this Government; 
and theie will be very great danger that ineffectual 
or slow measures will have a tendency to prevent 
the adoption and prosecution of measures more 
effectual. The adoption of an inefficient measure, 
therefore, would be unfortunate, not only on ac- 
count of its positive uselessness, but on account of 
its diverting. the Government of the country from 
means which might be used successfully to termi- 


How far, then, Mr. President, is this bill calcu- 
lated to effect the altainment of this object? An 
invitation is here to be sent out to 10,000 settlers 
able to bear arms, and they are to occupy—whal? 
Is it the furests, the hammocks, the paths, or even 
the most secure portions of the country in its natu- 


` yal state? No, sir; they are to occupy places of de- 
. fence; they are to put up in block-honses, and even 


! 


1 
j 


| 


Adopt the bill under consideration if,” 
you think it best; but if not, adopt some other, ang , 


But I call upon my country todo |f 


!! there they are to be aided by the military forces of 
' this: Government. They are to receive, even in 


these garrisons, the protection of the military of the 
United: States. The number of settlers in each gar- 
rison is not to be less than 40 nor more than 100. 
Suppose you get 5,000 settlers; it will require one 
hundred garrisons and fastnesses to be occupied 
by them; and they are to construct these de- 
fences by the aid of the troops of the United 
States, with special protection from them 
at first, and general protection afterwards. 
You are first to bring these companies of a: med se!- 
tlers into existence; then you are to constract 100 
fortitications for them by the aid of your military, 
and you are to protect them by means of the mili- 
tary. Sir, ean all this be done in twelve months? 
To effect this measure, therefore, the war must be 
suspended for one year, while you prepare, the 
means of fortresses and garrisons, and carry on the 
war after that. Heretofore, the military have acted 


| to protect the frontiers of the settlements. Now, in 


the heart of the settlements, you are to build 100 
fortresses. And what military will it require? 
Will the whole be more than is necessary? You 


| have devoted their services to a new object alto- 


gether. Will it require the whole force now to 


: guard the settlers shut up in garrisons? 


By the first section of the bill these individuals 
are ca'led settlers. But in what sense? They are 
required by the terms of the bill to inhabit garri- 
sons, and to carry ona savage warfare under the 
pro‘ection of your military, in perfect security, in 
impregnable fortresses, with the addition of a mili- 
taryforce. And they are thus to remain in idle- 
negs and security—till when? Till the termination 
ef the war. And the whole time they are tu be 


ed and clothed at your expense. And to do what? 


Nothing; absolutely nothing. They are to be given 
the free use of the land adjacent for cultivation. 
Bot to what extens will they cultivate ii? What 
is the inducement for them to labor even without 
danger? Sir, you have taken away the only in- 
ducement which civilized men. ought to have. 
You have agreed to feed and clothe them, and for 
what else willthey labor? Will you send them 
into a dangerous wilderness, and hold out to them 
the iaducements of merely raising productions 
for a profitable market? What motive to action: 
have you left to such a settler? You feed and 
clothe him, for which he is required to perform no 
service. Sir, will he fight? Will he pursue the 
savage either to catch him or to drive him ont? No, 
sir, no, sir; they will sll oceupy their garrisons, 
receiving as a gift their fcod and clothing, and there 
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they will do no hing till the war isended. They 
will remzin under a consciousness of perfect se- 
curity. They are required to co nothing. Why 
then should they seek the Indians? They will not 
be required to do so by the law, and why should 
they do i? If they do it at all, it will be froma 
mere spirit of voluntary adventure. 

Sir, it appears to me that we should make a great 
miscalculation if we should suppose the-e garri- 
son cit'zers of yours to resemble, in any degree, 
the hardy and sesclute pioneers of the West. They 
drove out the savages; but what was the induc:- 
ment there? In the first place, while receiving no 


bounty or supply from the Government, with a de- a 
termined spirit, they entered the wilderness, with | 


wife and ckildren, without any means of subsist- 
ence but the rifl> and the plough; and if they cleared 
and cultivated fields, it was necessary to war wich 
he savage even beyond their tounds. In that 
way, with the rifle and plough together, they sub- 
daed and settled that great wilderness. But you 
have not therefore any right to expect that men 


secured in garrisons, shut up and protected, fed ' 
with public provisions, clothed at the public ex- | 
pense, taken care of by the public arms, and even a 


with the hopes of reward for all this passive secu- 
rity and sustenance—sir, you have ro right to ex- 
pect from them any thing like the efficient services 
and gallant achievements of the pioneers of the 


West. You throw ‘away at the outset all the in- |: 
| duced? . Sir, if this system is adopted, and these 
| Men must be paid, without any service in retura, 


dutements which led to such results, and you have 
therefore no right to expect them. Sir, I believe in 


my heart that this measure will fail to accomplish | 


any useful and patriotic object. 


Sir, whoever was the author of the bill, it will | 


nator-lly tend to the results which I have named. 


It may be a ques'ion, indeed, whether any thing | 


effectual can be done for the prompt and quiet set- 
Uement of Fiorida. Perhaps it cannot be settled aš 
the West was settled; but whether it can be, or 
not, I am perfectly persuaded of the inefficiency of 
this measure. It is far worse than Wile and use- 
less. The irducements which you hold forth for 
settlers are such as will address themselves most 
Strongly to the most idle and worthless classes of 
our cit zens. And when you get them there, you 
cannot, by the method you propose, alter their 
character, except for the worse. What men of in- 
dustry and enterprise wilt engage for twelve 
month:, with the hope of clothing and food, to be 
collected into squads, to be immured in garrisons, 
shut up from a'l those salutary influences which 
arise from good order and mora's in society? Sir; 
what can you expect from those that are brought 
together by such inducements, and to live such a 
life? There is more reason to believe that they 
themselves will be converted into savages, than 
that they will drive the savages from the-Territory. 

Sir, I wonld not exaggerate; I would utter no- 
thing from party prejudice.. But what do you 
expect from this measure? Let gentlemen ask 
themselves this questien; and then let them ask 
further, do you expect any service from these men 
adequate to the ex, ense? If to be shut up in gar- 
tisons, to be fed and clothed twelve months at the 
public expense—if this is public service—then pub- 
lic service will doubtless te done. And what 
are you to pay fori? 
these men 320 acres of land at the conclusion of 
hostilities; and, if there are 10,000 of them engaged 
in this sedentary service, their whole compensation 
will be 3,260,000 acres of Jand. And what will 
be its value? Wil it be Tess than from five to ten 
millions of dollars? Sir, the privilege of selecting 
3,000,060 from 30,000,000 acres of land—is net this 
itself a privilege worih $10,000,000? Is this the best 
way to apply the public property? Ifit is not, you 
ought not so to apply it. You are the guardians 
of tie public interests; and you are therefore called 
upon to decide whether this is the best way to ap- 
Py this amount of proper-y. 


Bat let me take another view of the subject. If 


this bill could be carried ont, and if each of these 
men would make a settiemen on his land as his re- 
source and future home, there would be at least 
sme con o'ation for this loss of the public property. 

e might, at least, thus help in raising up useful 
and respectable citizens. Butdo you remember, 
Sr that in your last war with Great Britain you of- 


) 


You are to give io each of ` 
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fered as a bounty to each of your soldiers 160 acres 
of good land, al! fit for cultivation, to be surveyed 
and laid off at the expense of Government? And 
what became of the land? Did your soldiers after 
the war retire to the homes you had thus provided 
for them? Did they become freeholders, convert- 
ing their arms in'o plougtshares? Did they go to 
work on their bounty lands? No, sir; every gen- 
tleman here knows that almost the whole of this 
Portion of the pnblic domain was squandered and 
given away by these prospective settlers, through 


; Speculation and fraudulent bargains, from one end 


of the country to the other. These claims were to 
be hadin any number you pleased, at any of the 
auctioneers’ or brokers’ shops in this city, at from 
$20 to $50 each. That was then the result, and 
depend upon it, these 320 acres which you are to 
give to each seitter in this case will be swallowed 
up in the vortex of exactly the same sort of specu- 


. lation. Had we not then better adopt another 


mode? Letus pay them as we pay our regular 


. Soidie s. The pay in money is fixed and certain; 


but here you give land which js uncertain; and,in the 
mean time, the soldiers, or rather the speculators, 
will, on the whole, always get the advantage of us. 
Why then, adopt this mode? Are you unab'e to raise 
money for this war? Can you get enough neither 
of the const tational currency nor of Treasary notes 
to keep up a strife with 600 or 700 miserable sa- 
vages? Is that the condition to which we are re- 


let them be paid in money; it is but equal justice to 
them and to the rest of your soldiers; and you will 
know then what you are giving, which now you do 
not. On this plan, one setiler may get what ‘en 
more will notget. And the measure is unjust to 
the Republic, because the expense will, on the 
whole, be more than if paid in money. It is un- 
just, further, because it will resultjin an advantage 
to the menopolists of land. Whi'e your own lands 
are settled at the usual price, these 3,000,000 will 


be within the grasp of speculators for some $49 or. 


$50 or $100 a patent for 350 acres. 


The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] — 


has said nearly all that can be said on this subjec. 
I believe, with him, that this measure will not be 
successful in the termination of the war. The war 
has been now in progress four years, an!l! to this 
day there is no end of it to be seen; and unless 
this, like all things earthly, must end, we might 
say that we are now as far from the end of 
it as ever. Yet we have already spent $25,000,- 
000, and how much of life and blood I cannot sum 
up. During the whole. period, Congress has done 
every thing that hasbeen called for. Sir,has the De- 
partment ‘made a single demard of money or of 


men which has not been granted ? «Of money and. 


of military no amount: has been asked for that has 
not been promp'ly granted. Under these circum- 


. stances, has not the nation a right to ask whether 


the war shall still go on at yet more than this dis- 
graceful length? Wehave given all that the Ex- 
ecutive authorities asked, as much and as soon as 
they asked it. Why, then, have they not finished 
the war? Have the troops failed to. maintain 
their character in the view of the country, or to 
perform their duty to the Government, through 
want of spirit, bravery, or perseverance? Can you 
attribute this failure tothe troops? Sir, no country 
ever had a braver soldiery, ‘ard braver have never 
been in the American service. Distant, inglorious, 
and cbscure as is the scene of action, they have 
gone on throvgh difficulty and danger; not a mnr- 
mur was heatd; and they have endured and died 
in your service without a groan, cut off by the 
climate and the enemy; falling unknown and un- 
heard of, obscurely swallowed up in that vortex, 
Your soldiery now and heretofore have done and 
endured encugh to weave a laurel worthy of the 
brow cf this Republic. They have there shed 
their blood and deposited their bodies on the soil; 
and what do we find for such a sacrifice? Where 
are ‘now the public laurels? Are there any of 
them? Nt aleaf. and whatis the reason? If 
we have given all that hzs been asked ; if the sol- 
diery have well and bravely done the'r duty, where 
are we to look for the responsibility for all this 
disgrace? Who is accountable for this disastrous 
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war—for this long-protracted public ignominy ? 
Sir, I know of no other than the Secretary of War. 
We are not competent to determine on the move- 
ments and operation of the war, or of the skill of 
this or that manœuvre, or of tae qualifications and 
conduct of one and another Genera! ; and we can- 
not look to them; we must look to the head of the 
Department, who manages and regulates all. 
I look not to this or that actien, or the army 
or the particular year; but I look at the gene- 
ral aspect and progress of the war; and I took to 
the Secretary of War as responsible for these gene- 
ral results. In his hands we have placed the 
means of the war, plenty of men and money; he 
has had the Treasury and the whole military pow- 
er of the country at his command for four years. 
And what has he done? Look at the report of the 
Secretary of War. He there says 45,000 miles of 
your territory is in the possession of the savages, 
and the enemy retains it afier a four years’ war. 
You are staggering, exhausted, under what will 
not bear the name of a war—a skirmish with 600 
Savages. And are the means nctenough? If they 
are not, why not ask for more? If the means are 
insufficent, we ought to have known it; it is a 
mater which not we, but the Secretary of War is 
to determine. If four or five thousand men were 
ineffectual, was it not his business to know i? If 
20,000 men were wanted, we ought to have known 
it from the Secretary of War. Why, then, did he 
not call upon us? Would not the expense have 
been less in a few months, with 20,000 men, than 
to continue thus f: ebly and ineffectually to squan- 
der your treasure? Sir, I speak of this rs a na- 
tional misfortune, not unmixed with shame and 
dishonor, which never existed to such a degree 
since we were anation. This war is unexampled 
in point of expense and bloodshed, with an enemy 
so small, and net only with no gloiy, but public © 
disgrace. I desire that the whole history of this 
war may be given, s> that it may be shown 
whether there is any apology for the Secretary of 
War; and, if it should appear that his conduct is 
justified by the circumstances, give him at least 
that advantage. Thereis no nation that would not 
do it. But we ought to we'gh this matter well be- 
fore we take it into our own hands, and out of 
those of the Executive, to relieve him of the dis- 
grace and responsibility, and bring them upon ovr- 
selves. If the Secretary of War has regarded this 
matter as a irfl2 for four years, is he now 
awakened to a consciousness of his past. e:ror? 
And is he now prepaied with plans to put an end 
to it? ; 

And what are those plars? Sir, his explanation 
of them iş about equal to the war itself. He says, 
before the war is brought to a conclusion, it may 
require other means than have yet been tried. But 
what are they? Under this vague communication 
what does the Secretary propose? Has he yet any 
definite idea on the subject? Or, by his ambigui- 
ties and oracular mysteriousness, does he mean to 
keep the way open for other schemes and other 
means, which he fears must yet be tried before the 
war willend? In that conclusion we will all con- 
cur with him; but we should like to have known 
what those other means are. Sir, I would nct dic- 
tate what he is to do in this war, but I demand his 
p'an, and I say the nation has suffered enough by 
these vague and irregular proceedings. What is his 
plan? And how many men and how much money 
does he want to carry it into execution? Let him 
take them, and be responsible for the results. This 
is the way in which all Governments proceed. 

His other means are yet locked up as the arcane 
of state. There is, indeed, a suggestion in the 
message, that he will want 1,000 more men. But 
these are not other means. He says, farthermore, 
that from this bill he expects very beneficial results. 
And thatis all. Beneficial results! and he wantsa 
thousandjmore men, and other means may be raised! 

Sir, believe me that it affords me no pleasure to 
make imputat ons on any person; but I do not hesi- 
tate to make them where it seems to be required: 
Still I would rather now deal with the spe Pie 
with the Seeretary. But we can look ae eect 
Secretary for the loss of $25,000,000, for t a for 
amount of nationa! character that is ok th Se 
the mach blocd that has been shed.. Sir, the Se- 
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c vary tells us that 45,000 miles of our territory is 
in the enemy's posse-s.on; and so far fiom our 
makirg any encroachment upon them, they ravege 
and ruin our settlements, with murder and fire, 
along the whole frontier. is not this a disgrace? 
And ought we not to wipe it out as soon as possi- 
ble? I believe this bill is not the most adequate 
means of doing it. The exigency demands other 
means, which we ought to apply. I will not say 
bat it would be better to adopt the mode of catch- 
ing, instead of ki ling; and, in that case, I would 
advise you to offer $1,000 teward fur every one of 
the Indians that shall be taken as a prisoner. That 
would be an inducement; and, though I pretend not 
to prophesy, I am not afraid to venture that such a 
measure would be very effectual. Men would 
then engage in the enterprise of the exact character 
required. They would inhabit no garrison; they 
would not sleep in peace and security, furnished at 
the public expense with provisions and clothes. 
They would hazard their lives to seek the enemy, 
and ther whole cbj-ct would be to find them, with- 


out which their whole labor and peril would be | 
And, if they caught them all, it would be at | 
a public expense of only some thousands, instead | 


lost. 


of millions. 


Sir, I beg parlon of the Senate for the time I - 
have oecupied on this subject; but I have been im- |; 


pelled to it ty a sense of duty; and I have spoken 
frem no personal spirit of asperity toward aay hu- 
man being, but merely out of feelings of sorrow 
and regret at this unhappy and unfortunate war- 
fare. We are all equally intent to adopt the tess 
mode of ending it, the friends of the Administra- 
tion no less than others. They were almest simul- 
taneously commenced, and almost the whole of Mr. 


Van Buren’s term has been consumed upon this | 


war. And those who regard this Administration 
like a bright luminary, shining on the footsteps of 
those who have gone before, must at least admit 
that this Florida war is a black and bloody spot 
upon it; nay, that it surrounds it like a black line, 
blotting it out, according to the doctrine of some— 
a consummation which the frends of the Adminis- 
tration will think is most devoutly to be avoided. 
T therefore think it best to call on the Secretary of 
War for his plan as to this war, and let him tell 
us how many men and how much money rre 
wan'ed, and thus leave the matter to the proper 
Department, taking the just degree of responsibility 
by suggesting a plan and asking for the means to 
carry it into effect. I think it the more appropriate 
and jadicious course. 


Mr. PIERCE said: Having determ’ned to sup- | 
port this bill, not without some hesitation, it was — 
my intention, after the full and minnte exposit'on | 
made by the chairman of the Committee on Mili- | 
tary Affairs, (Mr. Benton,] to give a silent vote; | 


and I should have done so, but for the extraordi- 
nary course of argument pursued on the other side, 
and the sweeping denunciations of the Executive 


in which gent'emen havechosen to indulge—denun- | 
ciations which I cannot but regard as wholly un- | 
If Senators will withdraw | 
their thoughts from these general charges of a want | 
of zeal, forecast, and energy on the fart of the Ex- - 


warranted and unjust. 


ecutive—lay aside all prejudices which such 
charges may be calculated fo er gender—and con- 
s'der for a few moments the nature of the territory 
in which our treops have operated, and mu t con- 
tinue to operate—the character of the foe—our 


present means, and the condition of that country— | 


they will be more likely to do justice to the distin- 
goished individual now at the head of the War 


Department, whose conduct in relation to the ope- | 
rations on that ill-fated peninsula, I have, during | 
this debate, heard censured for the first time, and | 


much more likely to adopt those legislative mea- 
sures which the exigencies of the case, with a full 
view of all the difhculties and embarras:ments wi'h 
which it is surrounded, may require. There is 
much truth in a remark of Gen St. C'a'r in the 
introdacticn to the history of his own disastrous 
Indian campaign. Hesays: “Io military affairs, 
blame is almost always attached to misfortune; for 
the greatest part of these who judge (and all wil 
jadge) have no rule to guide them bat the event.” 
Now, sir, in this country, there has never been a 
çare where the event of military operations was 80 


much calculated to lead the mind to erroneous, un- 
just, nd uncharitable conclusions as those 
which we aie now considering. That the 
Florida war has, in all its aspects, been 
most disastrous and melancholy, many of us 
feel—all are ready to admit. The blood of our 
patrio-ic cit'zens has been poured cut there like 
water, th: lives of many of our most able officers 
and faithful soldiers have been sacr ficed, and the 
resources of the naticn have been drained in a 
hitherto fruitl-ss altempt to remove cruel, arifa!, 
and treackerous bands of savage-, whom no treaty 
obligations can bind, and whose tender mercies are 
manifeste | in the deliberate and indiscriminate mur- 
der cf helpless infants and defenceless mothers. Now 
that portions of our army, varying from four to 
ten thousand men, should have been, during the 
last five years, within our own territory, in a con- 
flict with remnants of savage tribes, not embracing 
atany time, it is believed, more than twelve or fil- 
teen hundred warriors; and that, with the exception 
of the roads and improvements which have been 
made, the geographical knowledge that has been 
acquired, and the experience gained, which, I trus’, 
we shall not be disposed to disregard, we are in a 
condition hardly better than that which called our 
troops there in the first instare», is certainly very 
extraordinary upon the face of it; and yet, if gen- 
tlemen, here and elsewhere, will carefully examine 
this map, make themselves acquainted with the 
topography of the country, and notice the fact that, 
below a line drawn from Tampa Bay toa point 
near New Smyrna, nothing was known to any 
white man of this immense territory; that it was 
wholly unexplored except by the savage, who was 
familiar with all its recesses and fastnesses; that in 
almost every direction it was impassable for t oops, 
and especially for baggage trains; that for 
lorg dis‘ances together a co'nmn conid not 
advance, without constructing corduroy reads; 
that, in coasequence of the deadly climate, 
the active campaigns could only be con- 
tinued from October to April; that the foe would 
show himself but at places where he could not be 
reached, except at the greatest disadvantage; 
and that his force has always been divided and 
scattered over this extent of 45,000 square miles, 
their wonder at this want of success will cease. They 
will see that it has arisen from natural causes, from 
causes which no human ssgacity could foresee, turn 
aside, or overcome. The Senators on the other 
side, I have been pleased to notice, have done jas- 
tice tə the officers ard soldiers who have served in 
those crmpaigns. Never was commenduiion bet- 
ter merited. Never were men sent into sucha 
deadly climate, upon such disheartening, thankless 
service. There is, and has been, nothing to stimu- 
late individeal ambition, and the dargers of the 
climate alone have equalled all the dangers of ac- 
tive campaigns under ordinary circumstances. Still 
the spirit of our countrymen has not been wanting, 
even there. A Single instance of shrinking from 
duty or from danger; a single instance where the 
fight has not been sought when there was a pros- 
pect of bringing on an engagement; a sing’e in- 
stance, in a word, where a soldier’> duty has nct 
been performed in a manner becoming a soldier of 
the Republic, has not come to my knowledge. No, 
sir: surrounded by disadvantages, and environed 
by circumstances chilling to military ardor, there 
has been on all occasio s an exhibition of bravery, 
of coo', determined courage and pat-ent endurance, 
not surpassed in the history of any warfare Here, 
at least, we concur in ascribing no fault, in passing 
no censore. 

It would have been gratify’ng to me if Senators 
could have regarded the conduct of the Secretary 
of War ia a similar spirit, because, to any generous 


censure; and in this instance, I believe the founda- 
tion of the charges to be entirely imeginary. If 
the Secretary is to be held accountable tor the dis 

asters of that war, it is important to him and to the 
country that these denunciations assume a form 
somewhat more spec fic; that the charges te made 
so definite as to admit cf a definite answer. Now, 
sir, I call upon the Senaters from South Carolina 
and Kentucky [Messrs. Preston and CRITTENDEN] 

to inform us where they find the evidence of the 


mind, itis painful to be forced upon subjects of | 


- must prove fruitless. 


Secretary’s impotence and want cf energy; where 
and on what paiticular occasions has it been mani- 
fested. From the date of his fir.t official letter to 
General Jesup, in March 1837, to the present time, 
do gentlemen find any thing to censure in the in- 
structions given to the different command-ng cti- 
cers in Fiorida? If so, what instructions? Do they 
object to the suggestions of the Secretary in his 
various reports, except that in re‘aticn to the mea- 
sure now under consideratio..? If so, let them be 
indicated. We shall then have something to direct 
our inquiries, something upon which the judgment 
can rest. But now we can only meet these general 
charges by as broad and geacral denials, and sup- 
port such denials by call'ng the attention of the 
Senate to what the Secretary hes done. To this, 
without reading copious extracts frem the docu- 
ments on your files, I shall briefly advert. 

Soon after he entered upon the dutirs of his of- 
fice, he received from General Jesup intelligence 
that the war in Florida was ove’, un’ess renewed 
by the imprudence of the inhab tants. Toishope 
proved like similar hopes previous'y indy'ge!—it- 
lusory. “In the August fullowing. propositions were 
again made by s:vera! of ihe chiefs for peace; bnt 
the Secretary, as the co:rcsponcence and public 
docum: nts abundantly show, was not turned aside 
for a moment from his purpore of terminating the 
war in the campaign of 1837-'38, ifa st ong force, 
abundant supplies, munitions promptly furnished, 
and all the facilities for prosecuting the campaizn 


-with vigor and effect, could accomplish the object. 


As early as September, arrangements had been 
made for six hundred volunteers from Tennessee, 
six hundred from Louisiana, six hundred from 
Missouri, with three hundred riflemen, spies, and 
an Indian force to co-operate with the Ficrida 
militis,and the strong regular corps cr artilerr, 
infantry, and dragoons, a'ready at the dispo-al of 
the Commanding General. 

Although the Seeret.ry hal always manife ted 
the strongest desire to spire the further e ffus'on of 
blood, and to save that deluded, faithless, and cruel 
people from extermination, ke still declared, from 
the first, that his only hope was in an active and 
vigorous prosecution of the war. Wnen the Che- 
rokee delegation went to Florida, with the avowed 
purpose of persuading the Seminoles to the treaty 
terms, General Jesup was express!y advised that 
the mission was not to delay for amoment military 
cperations. There was, on the part of the Secre- 
tary, no procrastination, nocelay. Munitions of 
War were transmitted in season; supplies were for- 
warded in ab: ndance, ard the troops were in the 
field, ready for ac'ive operations, at the time pro- 
posed. General Jesup was at the bead of about 
ten thousand men, and hi» force was certainly suffi- 
ciently diversified in character. There were regu- 
lars and milita, artillery, infantry, dragoons, ma- 
rines, and riflemen, spies, and Indians; and with 
this strong, and, as was at that time supposed, well 
appointed force, the General commenced his cam- 
paign, tothe event of which the country looked 
with hope and confidence. He attempted, as the 
Senator from Scuth Carolina would expre:s it, to 
drag the Territory as with a net; and with what 
success? Our hopes withered, and our hearis 
sickened at the result. The commanding General, 
I be'ieve, put forth all his energies, and his troups 
furnished to him no ground of complaint; but he 
shared the fate of his predecessors. The foe was 
ne ther caught, conquered, nor killed. I institu‘e 
no comparisons be:weea the different Generals who 
have commanded in Florida. They have bezn alke 
triumptant wheuever they have met the foe,and alike 
unsuccessful in expelling him from the country. 
These failures are, and will continue to be, at’ri- 
buted to different causes. I find the paramount 
obstacles in the clima‘e, the nature of the country, 
and the character of the en: my; and my belief is, that 
unless you-make Florida passab’e in every di ec- 
tion, and can march a column extending from the 
Gulf on the one side, to the Ocean on the other, this 
process of sweeping the Territery as with a net 
It is a very easy thing to 
discourse here of sweeping a country, embracing 
forty-five thousand square miles, situated in the tro- 
pical regions, with a clima‘e genial to the savage, 
but deadly to the white man—portions of it, still 
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unexplored, abounding in provisions suited to the 
habits of the Indian, and fornishing secure retreats, 
known and accessible to him alone—but to do it is 
an impossibitity. Experience proves it to be so; it 
has been tried again and again, with regular troops, 
with militia, wuh infantry, with mounted men, with 
Indians, and with one uniform result. Twenty 
thousand men, for such a purpose, in the then state 
of the Territory, wou!d have been no more effectual 
than five hundred. But gen'lemen will perceive, 
by glancing at the face of the country, as delineated 
on this map, that, akhough all has not been accom- 
plished, much has been done to make the provisions 
of the bill under consideration operative and effec- 
teal. You will observe that our troops, at diffe- 
rent times, under the different Generals, ia various 
columns, and in almost every direction, have 
marched the entire length of the peninsula, from 
Okefenokee swamp to the Big water, at the head 
of the Everglades; but while they were -passing 
down, the Indian was sleal-hily threading his way 
up; and while they were beating up the marshes 
and searching for his trail in the region of Kissim- 
mee river, murder and rapine announced his pre- 
sence in the fertile and settled Alachua country. 
At the close of 1838, such had been the resulis. 
Tre Secretary of War had tested the inefficiency 
of mounted men—they could not operate in that 


country; the enormous expense of the militia had 


been abundantly demonstrated, and the total failure 
of the whole was painfully obvicus. Under these 
circumstances, what were the duties of the head of 
the Department? This is a question which I shall an- 
swer cnly by stating, further, what was his action,and 
leave the country to judge of its propriety. When 
Gen. Jesup was pe: mitted to return to hisappropri:te 
staff duties in this c ty, all the troops which could 
be spared from our exposed and ans:t kd frontiers 
in o'her quar ers were left in the Tertiory uncer 
the command ot that vigilant, energetic, and able 
cfficer, General Taylor. In prosecuting any cam- 
paign, it is well known that much must, of neces- 
Sty, te left tothe judgment and military genius of 
the commander, to be exercised on the spot. In 
October, 1838,* the Secretary gave General Taylor 
general instructions as to the manner in which the 
succeeding campaign should be conducted. In 
thc se instructions the protection of Middle Florida 
against the incursions of the Seminoles was made 
the first object. To attain this, the establishment 
of an interior and ex'ericr line of posts, to extend 
across. the peninsula fr m the Guif to the Ocean, 
was recommended. Thrse and various o her sug- 
gestions, contained in the letter of the Secretary of 
October 8, 1838, formed the basis of General Tay- 
lor’s instructiors for that campaign. Unfortunately, 


* Extract ofa letter from the Secretary of War to General Z. 
Taylor, dated October 8, 1838, i 

“At the same time, it will be necessary to secure the frontier 
of Middle Florida against the incursions of the Seminoles. 1 
woud suggest that this may be done best by the establishment 
of an interior and exterior line of posts. The first immediately 
in advance of Col Gamble’s plantation, which is, I understand, 
the extreme settlement which has not been abandoned; the se- 
cond to extend from the Withlaceochie to the Atlantic, at or 
near New Smyrna. In establishing the latter, every encou- 
ragement should be held out to the former. inhabitanis of the 
Alachua country to return to their settlements, receiving them 
into. the service of the United States, and forming them into bat- 
tuions for the defence of the line; each battaiion having a cen- 
tral depot on which they canrally. Letthese men be employed 
pardy in cultivating their fi-1ds in corn and other crops, for the 
subsistence of themselves and the troops, and partly in patrol- 
ling from post to post. In pursuance of this plan, it is my in- 
tention to propose to the President to ask of Congress authority 
to offer land to settlers, upon condition of military service until 
the Territory is pacified: but in the mean time something may 
bedone by holding out inducements of a ready market and cer- 
tain protection to those proprietora of the soil who have been 
driven from their settlements by the dread of the savage incur- 
sions ofthe Indians. Such portions of the line as cannot be de- 
fended in this manner, must be protected by posts placedas near 
to each otheras circumstances will permit, and connected to. 
gether by good roads. After these preliminary arrangements 
are made, the disposable force may penetrate to the lower part 
ofthe peninsula, in as many columns as you may deem it safe 
to break it into. 
proposed to be established from the Withlacoechie to New 
Emyrna, may be made aslow down as the nature of the coun- 
try, aud your success in driving the Indians into the narrowest 
compass, will admit; but too much ought not to be attempted 
at this time; and it will be wiser to secure all the country north 
of the country indicated, from the danger of future invasion 
than to overrun a great space, which will have to be abandoned 
on the approach of summer. It appears to me of the last im- 
portance that the posts should be so situated that the entire 
chain across the peninsula may be preserved unbroken durin 
the whole year; and for this purpose they should be garrisoned, 
in part, at least, by the inhabitants of Florida or Georgia, who 
$e acclimated in the low country of the Bonth,” 


A similar line of settlements and posts as that , 
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ihe great and first object of the Secretary was nat 
secureJ, and the exposure encountered, and the 
immense labor performed by the columns of the 
army, under the direction of General Taylor and 
Colonel Davenport, were crowned with no better 
success than that which had attended similar at- 
tempts before. In the mean time, the wisdom of 
Congress interposed. Military operations were 
suspended, and negotiations substituted in their 
place; not upon any suggestion of the Secretary, 
be it remembered, but against his known and cx- 
pressed opinions. The resu't of the negotiation is 
written in blood. The obligations of the treaty 
were not regarded for a moment; they were not in- 
tended to be observed on the part of the Indians at 
the time of its execution, as is proved by the burn- 
ings, robberies, and murders that immediately fol- 
lowed—come of them within four miles of one of 
the oldest, if not the oldest town within the limits 
of the United States. 


Such is the very brief and imperfect outline of 
what the Secretary of War has done, and for his 
full, complete, and triumphant vindicaticn against 
the general charges preferred, I refer to the public 
docuinents and correspondence upon your files, 
embracing the details of the history to which I 
have thus cursorily adverted. The eve of the Se- 
cretary could not be expected to reach where it is 
not given to mortal vision to penetrate. He could 
nct be expected to accomplish that which it is not 
given to man to achieve. 1 believe, with all the 
difficulties of the case, he has made the best of the 
means m his power. In considering the measure 
now propesed, it is material to remember not only 
the failure of the large armies, with the immense 
expense incurred, and the d sastrous terminations 
of every atempt at negotiation, but also to bear in 
mind tne very imroriant fact that there is no war 
in the Teritory, and has been none for a long 
time, in the proper acceptation of the term. There 
has been no fighting for more than two years. The 
Indian force now remaining does not probably ex- 
from three to five hundr.d men, scattered in small 
bands over this extended area, That they should be 
expel'ed as soon as practicable, by all reasonable 
means, is universally conceded; but the Secretary 
who would sanction a recommendation to saddle 
th's country with the expense of an army of twen- 
ty, fifteen, orten thousard men, as has been sug- 
gested, to hunt these three hundred savages, would 
not only find hitle.sopport for his recommendati: n 
here, but less before the people, who are wisely 
and justly jealous of large standing atmies. To 
expe! the last vestige of these banditi, and to give 
peace and security to the whole of that peninsula, 
mst be the work of time. In the mean- 
while, the settler in his hume, and the shipwrecked 
mariner upon the coast, must find protection in our 
arms, and feel that there ig security fr: m Indian bar- 
barity. To attain these objects,the instructions alrea- 
dy given for the dispositicn and employment of the 
force now there, and the legislative measures we 
are considering, are well adapted, and, in my judg- 
ment, sanctioned by sound policy, drawn from past 
experience and presert knowledge. Troops are 
now stationed along the Atlantic coast for the pro- 
tection of ccmme:ce at New Smyrna, St. Lucie’s 
Sound, at Jupiter Inlet, and cther convenient and 
commandirg points. Protection, tco, is afforded 
on the Gulf. By the exer:iuns cf Gen. Taylor’s 
force, now actively employed, as I notice by a let- 
ter of the 11h uit. the sct:led portions of the Terri- 
tory will soon be relieved from every individual of 
this muiderous race. What more, then, is pro- 
posed tobe doue? For the pretection of the coast, 
as we have seen, provision hes already been made. 
That the setter may cultivate his fields by day, and 
repose in peace with his family at night, a cordon 
of posts, at short distances from each other, is to be 
established from the mouth of the W1 hlacoochce, 
by Fort King, toa point near New Smyrna, con- 
nected by good roads, when necessary, and the in- 
termediate spaces guarded by constant patrols. In 
addition to this, the Secretary, in his report, asks 
that the Executive may be empowered to raise one 
thousand men, who are to be armed, drilled, and 
equipped expressly for this service, and to serve during 
the war. Judging from the spirit of liberality re- 
cently manifested on the other side, I anticipated 


Senate. — 


no objection to this recommendation. With the 
regular army stationed on the coast, and at the 
cordon of posts before indicated, such a body of 
men can hardly fail to prove, in the highest de- 
gree, serviceable in their active operations between 
Fort King and Cape Sable. They will, undoubt- 
edly, in cenjunction with such regular troops as 
can be spared from the posts, be able to keep some 
of the small bands of marauders in constant mo- 
tion, and so to harass them, by pursuing their 
trails, and disturbing them in their places of retreat, 
as to make emigration, which they so much dread, 
preferable to such a life. The Indians will soon 
learn that, while they are effectually shutout from 
the coasts and the white settlements, this is a force 
which is to be permanent—to remain there as long 
as they remain, and to be constantly in motion. 
To carry out, to a certsin extent, Gen. Taylor's 
ivea of “covering the whole country,” this bill 
proposes ten thousand armed sett'ers, instead of the 
armel force of mere soldiers, which has been tried 
and failed. As was intimated at the opening of 
my remarks, I cannot indulge the sanguine hopes 
with which some of the most ardent friends of the 
bill seem to be inspired ; but there are, undeniably, 
many strong considerations by which it is recom- 
mended. The expulsion of the savage must, at 
best, be the work of time. The establishment of 
ten thousand hardy settlers, considering the geo- 
graphical position of the peninsula, and its vast 
importance in any future war to all the sonthern 
country as a point of attack and defence, would, 
in itself, be an object richly worth the 3,200,000 
acres of land provided for the whole number, 
should so many set:lers be obtained. The bill i3 
well guarded, both for the Government and the set- 
tler. An important provision is, that the pay is to 
depend upon the success of the proje t. The bonaty 
is not to be granted until the work is performed. 


Now, sir, I take our own experience in this war 
as my guide. It is idle to go abroad for illustra- 
tions to enforce eur peculiar views. The Senator 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Presron,] to show what 
may be done with a competent force in Florida, 
called the aitention of the Senate to the expulsion 
of the formidable banditti from Italy by the ener- 
getic measures of Napoleon; hut the gent'eman 
should recollect that the arms of the conqueror, 
which could easily and effectually beat up the 
narrow Pontine marshes, could have dore nothizg 
in the unexplored, iimpenetratle hammcecks and 
deep morasses of our broad peninsula. I might 
ask the Sezator what was the success of the 


| Fren.h arms in their own district, La Vendee? 


Were they equally triumphant there? No, sir. 
Notwithstanding that peculiar country of yet more 
peculiar people prese n'ed a most terrible and san- 
guinary theatre of war, literally covered with fire 
and blood, they rose, as it were, from every con- 
quered field with new energy and fresh power of 
resistance; and although, in December, 1793, the 
Vendeans were apparently left to perish in a bedy 
between Savenai, the Loire, and the marshes, 
by the bayonets of the French soldiers, the wer 
was not terminated, but broke out afresh ia 
the following string. It became merely a war of 
devastation. The whole insurgent country was 
enclosed by the camps of the Republican armies, 
under the command of General Turreau, from 
which incendiary columns were sent forth to bura 
the woods, the hedges, the copses, and frequently 
the villages themselves; they seized the crops and 
drove away the cattle. And yet we are informed 
that the Vendeans resisted this kind of warfare in 
a manner to render it everlasting. Now, sir, 
where was the secret spring of power on the part 
of these people to resist this vast!y superior nume- 
rica! force? It was in the country, in its configu- 
ration, acd in their skill and courage to profit 
by it. 

Look at the interesting country of Circassia, the 
fervid patrictism and wild gallantry of whose pen 
ple are now attracting the attention and wonder o 
the world. It presents at this moment aaa 
nishing spectacle. af a free ogden dt ii in 
preserved its independence and its indiv: ad 7 b 
an almost barbarous state, though surrounded by 


more civilized nations. - : 
Russia has exerted its enormous military power 
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to reduce these tribes, inhabiting the borders of the 
Biack Sea and the strong d files and fastnesses of 
the Caucasian mountains, without ever gaining any 
considerable advantaze. The war upon the Cir- 
cassians cannot have been sustained by the Russiaa 
Government at an expense of less than from five 
to ten thousand men annnally since 1805; and yet 
they not only defy the Russian power, but, if recent 
reports are true, are signally victorious over the 
Russian armies. 

Sir, to what do you attribute the success of the 
wild people upon this isthmus in maintaining their 
independence? Not surely to their means of war- 
fare, nor yet to their numbers, but undoubtedly to 
the singular topcgrapby of the country and the 
daring bravery and indomitable fortitude of its 
hardy and fierce population. I make these sefe- 
rences in rep'y to the Senator from Sooth Caro‘ina, 
trema'king, at the same time, that I place no re- 
lance whatever upon the historical authorities in- 
troduced in the course of this debate, ei'her for or 
against this bill. Tre cases ere not parallel. If 
you will deermine what a given military force can 
accə'nplish, you must take into the calculation the 
circumstances by which they are to be surrounded, 
and the obstacles they are to encounter, the topo- 
graphy of the country in which which tacy are to 
operate, is climate ard productions, and the cha- 
rac er of the enemy to be subdued. In al these 
particu'ars Florida stands by it-elf, and a large 
force having proved unavailing, I am disp: s d to 
try a smaller one, to be raised expressly for this ser- 
vice, and the armed settlers. 

Mr. PRESTON said: Iam very glad, Mr. Pre- 
sident, that the attention of the Senate has been 
called to this bill, and from that fact at least I hope 
good wiil result. We are all anxious, ard I am 
happy tosay it with great sincerity as to myself, to 
bring this war to a Satisfactory terminat on, that 
F.orida mzy be open :o quiet settlement by the 
white inhabitants of this country. Sir, I have no 
other views whatever than to effect this object; and 
I would not oppose any measure, even this, if I be- 
Jieved in its success, or merely in its harm’essness. 
But this measure cannot but result in injury, which 
we are all anxious to avoid. It tends to an entirely 
different purpose from that assigned, and to an in- 


' definite protraction of the war, involving new mea- 


sures to be adopted at a distant time, with an ex- 
penditure of more money. 

Mr. Presidett, the projet is for the settlement 
and armed occupation of Fiorida, thus gradua'ly 
taking possession of the lost t rritory. But let us 
retiect on the peculiar atitude of affairs in that 
country at the present moment. We have been at 
avar there since December, 1835, to protect our 
frontier ard drive out the Indians. At that time 
Florida had long been a territory, with settlemen's 
advanced far into the interior, and at that time it 
was necessary for the Government to renove the 
Indians out of the way cf the progreesive set le- 
ment of the territory, which was pressing on the 
Indian territory in East Flor.da. It was on this 
oceasion that the war broke cut, and it conse- 
quently became necesszry to employ the military 
force of the United Sta‘es to pratect the settlers. A 
corĉon of posts of United States troops was esta- 
bfished to pretect your actual settlements, all round 
the northern frontier of the Indians. Sir, did your 
project succeed there? Did all your military power 
prevail in protecting the settlers? So far from that, 
‘the irroptions and ravages of the Indians expelled 
the inhabitants cf the Territi ry, so that the Indians 
conquered Fiorida in spite of the Uni-ed States. 
So far from that, the Indians cf that Territory con- 
quered even that yortion of the land which the 
United States had sold end settled, and expelled our 
citizens who were ac ually in possession of i!. Sir, 
this is a melancholy commencement of the settle- 
ment of that country by individuals by whom the 


Jand had been purchased and paid for, and whom 


you guarced to the utmost extent, cr at least ought 
to have done i'; and now you propose a project for 
setilements, though those settlements were ail bro- 
ken up. Though those settlements could not be 
maintained, or at least were not, yet it is now sup- 
posed you can conquer that country by settlements. 

The gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Cray,] with 
whom | do rot gongur in this measure, has fallen 
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into some misiakes which I consider of consc- 
q ence. There has been a good deal of military 
experience in that country, by men of worth, whcse 
opinions are entitled to great weight. Oze of them 
is General Taylor, in reference to whom, as well 
as others, the gentleman has mis'aken me. The 
tru'h is, Taylor is an authority on whom I rely; 
and so far was he from recommending this bleck- 
house plan, this war in disguise, mixed up of the 
sword running with the p'oughshare and the plough- 
share with the sword— 

Mr. Cray, (interrapting.) I did not say that he 
recommended the plan of the bill; that was not Tay- 
lows plen; but E said it was his opinion that the 
war ought not to be renewed as heretofore. 

Mr. Preston. Taylor was not in favor of 
the post (agricultural) plan, but entirely against it. 
And it is a fact, as far as I can ascertain, that, by 
a!l the gentlemen who have been actually engaged 
in Florida, military or civil, a plan of this kind 
would not be deemed efficacious; and many of 
them assure me that it is utterly delusive. I am 
aware that there are opinions in favor ef it; but I 
have not known of one individual in Florida, who 
thinks that it would be attended with success, un- 
less itis at‘ended with other measures; for exam- 
ple, it may be efficient, if with all the power of the 
Goverament we scour that country; and when t'is 
isdone by the army, there may be protection 
for those who are settled in Florida. Such 
is Taylor’s opinion, who says: “If the war is re- 
rewed, which I do not hope, the on'y way 
to bring it to a successful issue is, in my 
opinion, to cover the whole country so as to 
prevent the Indians from hunting and fishing.” 
As the war is to be renewed, it is therefore his 
opinion that the only way to a successful issue 
is to cover the whole country so as to pre- 
vent the Indians from hunting and fishing. 
And this is precisely the project which I 
have proposed. It sounds largely, this cover- 
ing the whole country; and yet I telieve 
it may be done without any great dixplay of 
military force. And why has it not been done? 
The Senator fiom New Hampshire [Mr. Pierce] 
asks for specifications against the Secretary of 
War. Iwill nowgive them. This war is disas- 
trous at the end of five yesrs. And what power 
had the Secretary of War to prevent it? I wiil now 
tell you. He has had every thing that the Depart- 
menthas asked for. Thisismy answer. And it 
isa matter cf charge against the Executive De-- 
partment that, having allthe power of the Go- 
vernment to accomplish this end, it is not accom- 
plished. 

The gentleman from New Hampshire says, and 
says truly, this has. becn a most disastrous war, 
with a vast expenditure of teasure. And has 
Congress ever refused any amount of means? It 
has opened its dcos wide enough for any power, 
and here bas beena war of the whole Uni‘ed 
States from Maine to Misuri; a war of 15,000 000 
prosperors people against a miserable band of 
naked savages; a war of tbe whole terri-ory, army, 
and militaty of the Union, against a few bandits 
in Florida, and with. all th’s the war is disastrous. 
It may be that the Department is not enligttened 
as we are, and has not foreseen these resul s. But 
what isthe Department fir but to foresee? And 
whose fault is it that the war is not terminate? 

It has been said that we can only estima‘e mea- 
sures by the result, (a method censured by Mr. 
Pierce and General Sr. Crair) And what other 
means have we her? He whohas small means is, 
perhaps, not to be censured for feiling in great 
achievements. But where there is a commind of 
all and ace ‚uate means, then this method of judg- 
ing is a test of all such matters. And what, in this 
case, caused the failure? Was it the want of phy- 
sical or morel p»wer, one, or both? They have had 
$25,000,000, and with thatsum the Territory might 
have been filled with roads and rot. And I be- 
lieve, by an appropriation of $5,000,000, rightly 
applied, the war might be entirely extinguished. If 
the Secretary would ad: pt mere enlightened mea- 
sures, I telieve the Territory would be swept en- 
tirely clean of the Indians at that expense; and if 
ne and money can doit, they would be given 
y us. 


Spee ma maere a a a 
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Mr. President, G:neral Taylor, in bis report, 
says he hopes the war would not be renewed; and 
I now ask gen lemen, is this a measure of peace or 
war? Which isit? If itis of war, we are not ca- 
pable of projecting plans of that sort. But if it is 
a meacure of pace, let gentlemen say SO, and that 
we are not called on but fora pacific measure. 
[Mr. P's voice was here lost to the Reporter, but 
he was understcod to refer to the case of a French- 
man who accompanied some nostrom with calomel 
and the lancet to make it effectual.} Such, he 
said, was the exact case with Florida. Accompa- 
ny th's measure with a military force of 10,000 
men, and this measure wight then be very clever 
if it should induce some settlement on the land. 
But who are those se ters? The gentleman from 
Alabama says that they can send hardy and res)- 
lute men to that country, and that these men, cul- 
tivating the ground with arms in their hands, will 
be always ready t pop down on the Indians. Bat 
who ate they that are tkus suddenly to pop 
down on the appearance of an Indian? Sir, 
dots the settler kill the Indian, or the Indian 
the settler? The settler is at his p'ough, and it is 
he who is killed, and the soldiers are drummed out 
ia a vain pursuit of the runiway marderer. And 
is not thisa matter of every day experience in 
Florida? But my view of the subject, expressed 
the other day, is nct answered. Ours is a slave- 
holding population, of rich and extensive planters, 
and F.orida will be cultivat: d only by slaves. And 
isit expected that slavehclders will, for a bounty, 
fight the Indians and free negroes? The suppos'- 
tion is preposterous. Hew has it happened that 
an individual most dis inguished has failed to ve- 
rify this supposition? The land was given up by 
General Clinch, who was a settler there, as well 
as by others of respectability; all fled; and these 
are the only kindof individuals who make settle- 
ments in Florida. [Mr. P. here stated some facts 
ts show that Fiorida, lize South Caroiina and the 
Sou'h generally, could, from its staples, cotton and 
rice, and from its generally low and unhealthy cha- 
racter, be cultivated only by slaves, and rot by 
small landholders, depending on their labor for the 
direct m-ans’ of support] And what, said Mr. 
P. is now demanded is to put the country in a con- 
dition to be settled by Southern men. And we 
have the right, having stipulated for the land, to 
say to the Government, you shall give us the land 
and prepare it for that kind of population by whom 
alone it can be cu'tivated. 

Mr. P. proceeded to show that the arable lands 
of Florida were of such a character that they would 
general'y be purchased, not by poor men, of whom 
he admitted there were some in the Sou h, but by 
those who thought the land worth more than $1,25 
per acre for the production of rice and cetton. He 
further stated that nearly the whole of the public 
land there now in the possersion of the United 
States was covered by Span’sh grants, which poor 
men could not 1un ths risk of contesting, and 
which would therefore go into the hands of rich 
men and speculatcrs. He objected also that good 
public land, with an un“isputed title, could not be 
found in Florida to carry this bill into effect, so 
that, when the land should be thus prepared for 
settlement, there would be no more to be settled. 
And all that would be settled by this measure Mr. 
P. would venture to say would go to an idie popu- 
lation, instead of good, usefu', and respectable 
citizens. 

Mr. P. also further objected to the length of 
t'me which this measure would require He thought 
it]wonld require five or seven years. Instead of this, 
he insisted that the Scwh had a right to demand, 
and did demand, that all the pewer of the country, 
if necessary, sh uld terminate the war at once, and 
open the Territory for settlement. 

_ He a'so objected to the bill, that men with fami- 
lies would, in the mean time, kave no means of 
supporting and taking care of their families. The 
project of paying for military service in land, he 
thought had been fully proved to be the worst and 
most expensive. Soldiers were a class of men who 
would be better satisfied with a less amount of 
ready money; and few cf them, after all, would 
settle on the land. He further insisted on the plan 
of Genera} Taylor as the best and mest efficacious, 
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and urged anew the progriety inj expediency 
of throwing the whole responsibility on the De- 
partment. l 

He condemned, in unqualified ‘erms, the propo- 
sition to bunt, in the Spanish manner, the Indians 
with blood ho nds. He wovld be severe in any 
case only for the sake of humsnity, killing, in no 
case, women and children, but making salutary, 
and even hnmane, thorgh severe, examples of ma- 
rauders and murderers. 

Mr. Parsron having conc'uded, and Mr. 
Errance expressing his desire to speak on the fol- 
dowing day, 

The Senate adj:u med. 


SPEECH OF MR. BENTON,” 


Or Missovurr, 


En Senate, January 6, 1840-40 Mr. 
resolutions against the conatitutionalj 
pediency of assuming, or providing 
ment of the State debts, of dive 
revenue to that object, viz: © # 


“Resolved, That there is nothing in thafonstitution of the 
‘United States which can authorize the JegSlative power of the 
Union to assume the debts of the-Stat hich have been cen 
tracted for local objects and State purpd8es. 

“2, That the assumption of such debts either openly, by a 
direct promise to pay them, or disguisedly by going security 
for their payment, or by creating surplus revenue or applying 
the national funds to pay them, would be a gross and flagrant 
violation of the Constitution, wholly unwarranted by the letter 
or spirit ofthat instrument, and utterly repugnant to all the ob- 
jects and purposes for which the Federal Union was formed. 

“3. That, besides its flagrant unconstitutionality, such as- 
sumption would be unjust, unwise, impolitic, and dangerous, 
compelling the non-indebted States to incur burthens for others 
which they have refused to incur for themselves; diverting the 
wational funds from national objecis to Siate objects, and thereby 
creating a necessity for Joans or taxes, or issues of Federal pa- 
per money to supply the place of the funds so diverted; pros- 
trating the barriers of economy, modetaticn, and safety, inthe 
creation of State debts by separating the function of contractor 
from that of payer of the deht, extinguishing the sense of respon- 
sibility in the contractor, and making the Federal Government 
the ultimate payer of all the obligations contracted by the 
States for their own purposes; establishing . a- dangerous 

- precedent which must soon be followed up by new debts on 
the partof the States, and new assumptions on the partof the 
Federal Government; invading the rights and mortgaging the 
Property of posterity, and loading unborn generations with 
debts not their owa; creating a new national debt of large 
amount at the start, and of a nature to increase continually its 
own amount, to perpetuate its own existence; hegetting a 
epirit in Congress which must constantly cater for new distribu- 
tions by preventing necessary appropriations, and keeping up 
unnecessary taxes; laying the foundation for anew and exces- 
sive tariff of duties on foreign imports to fall unequally on 
different parts.of the Union, and most heavily on the planting, 
grain growing, and provision raising States, to their manifest in- 
jury and propable great discount; involving disastrous conse- 
quences either to the Union itself or to iw members, as tending 
tothe consolidation of the States, and their ultimate abject 
dependence on the Federal head as the fountain of their sup- 
lies; or, tending tothe annihilation of the Federal head itself 
y sipping it of all its meansof national defence and self- 
support, and reducing it to the hepless imbecility of the old 
Confederation; giving a new impulse to the delusive career of 
the paper system, already ina state of dangerous overaction; 
, ensuring the establishment of another National Bank; and, 
finally, begetting a passion for periodical distributions of Jands 
and money, and extensions of Federal credit, which could find 
no limit to its demands until the national domain was ex- 
hausted, the Federal Treasury emptied, and the credit of the 
Union reduced to contempt. 

“4. That the debts of the States being now chiefly held by fo. 

reigners, and constituting a stuck in foreign markets greatly de- 


r the pay- 
ng the land 


- ., preciated, any legislative attempt to obtaie the essumption or 


_ securityship of the United States for their payment, or to pro- 
‘wide for their payment out of the national funds, must have the 
e@ect of enhancing the value of that steck to the amount of a 
great many millions of dollars, to the enormous and undue ad- 
vantage of foreign capitalists, and of jobbers and gamblers in 


mocks, thereby hol-ling out inducement to fore'gners to inter- © 


fere in our affairs, and to bring all the influences of a moneyed 
power to operate upon public opinion, up n our elections, and 
upon State and Federal legislation, to produce a consumma- 
ion e» tempting to their cupidity, and so profitable to their 
Interest. 

“5. That foreign interference and foreign influence, in alt 
ages, and in all countries, haye been the bane and curse of free 
Governments; and that such interference and influence are far 
more dangerous, in the insidious intervention of the mo- 
neyed power, than in the forcible invasions of fleets and 
armies, 

“6. That to close the door at once against all applications for 
such assumption, and to arrest at their source the vast tide of 
evils which would flow from it, it is necessary that the consti- 
tuted authorities, without delay, shall RESOLVE and DECLARE 


their utter opposition to the proposal contained in the late Lon- | 


don Bankete’s circular in relation to State debts, contracted for 
Jocal and State purposes, and recommending to the Congress of 
the United States to assume, or guaranty, or provide for the ulti- 
mate payment of said debts.” 


The resolutions having been read, 

Mr. BENTON rose and said: 

Mp. Presipent: I am an enemy to abstract re- 
solutions, and if those which I present were of 
that character, I should -not have offered them to 


‘in the road to assumption. 
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the Senate. They appear to be abstract, but they 
are not. They appear to be mere declarations of 
Principles; but they are, in reality, so many issues 
Presented on great questions new occupying the 
public mind, destined soon to oecupy the legisla- 
tive halls, and the prompt decision of which is 
necessary to our succesful action on other sub- 
jects. 

The assumption of the State debts contracted 
for State purposes has been for a long time a 
measure disguisedly, and now is a measure openly, 
pressed upon the public mind. The movement in 
favor of it has been long going on; opposing mea- 


‘sures have not yet commenced. The assumption 


party have the start, and the advantage of conduct- 
ing the case; and they have been conducting it for 
a long time, and in a way to avoid the name of 
assumption while accomplishing the thing itself. 
All the bills for distributing the public land reve- 
nue—all the propositions for dividing surplus re- 
venue—all the refusals to abolish unnecessary 
taxes—all the refusals to go on with the necessary 
defences of the country——were so many steps taken 
I know very well 
that many who supported these measures had no 
idea of assumption, and would oppose it as soon 
as discovered; but that does not alter the nature of 
the measures they supported, and which were so 
.many steps in the road to that assumption, then 
shrouded in mystery and futurity, now ripened 
into strength, and emboldened into a public dis- 
closure of itself. Already the State Legislatures are 
occupied with this subject, while we sit here, wait- 
ing ils approach. 

It is ume for the enemies of assumption to take 
the field, and to act. It is a case in which they 
shouid give, and not receive, the attack. The Pre- 
sident has led the way; he has shown his opinions 
He has nobly done his duty. He has shown the 
evils of divert§g the general funds from their pro- 


- per objects—the mischiefs of our present connection 


with the paper system of England—and the dan- 
gers of foreign influence from any further connec- 
tion with it. In this he has discharged a constitu- 
tional and a patriotic duty. Let the constituted 
authorities, each in their sphere, follow his exam- 
ple, and declare their opinions also. Let the Se- 
nate especially, as part of the legislative power—es 
the peculiar representative of the States in their 
sovereign capacity—let this body declare its senti- 
ments, and, by its resolyes and discussions, arrest 
the progress of the measure here, and awaken at- 
tention to it elsewhere. As one of the earliest op- 
posers of this measure—as, in fact, the very ear- 
liest opposer of the whole family of measures of 
which it is the natural offspring—as having. de- 
nounced the assumption in disguise in a letter to 
my constituents long before the London bankers? 
letter revealed it to the public; as such early, stead- 


fast, and first denouncer of this measure, I now. 


come forward to oppose it in form, and tasubmit the 
resolves which may arrest it here, and carry its dis- 
cussion to the forum of the people. j 

The resolves which I offer, six in number, are 


not the decrees of a party, or even the result of a. 


council, but the opinions of an individual Senator. 
I speak ffor myself in these resolutions.” They 
contain the declaratión of my sentiments on the 
momentous points to which they refer; and I am 
not authorized to say that they speak the sentiments 
of any other Senator. This declaration Í think it 
proper to make, in order to exclude erroneous con- 
clusions, and to. prevent undue importance from 


: being attached to my proceeding. 


Let no one suppose that I am premature—that I 
begin too soon—and should wait until the friends 
of assumption shall bring forward their measure, 
and show us the shape and form they intend it to 
wear. If anyone should so think and intimate, 
I mast answer as I did toa similar objection ten 
years ago. I must answer as I did when it was ob- 
jected tha! I had brought in my resolution too soon 
against the renewal of the charter of the Bank of 
the United States. Many Senators then thought 
me premature, and objected to entering upon the 
question until the stockholders should present their 
memorial and ask for an extension of their privi- 
leges. I refused to yield to this objection. linen 
said, if we waited till the Bank presented her appli- 
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cation, we should wait till we were defeated; that 
she would never apply until she had organized 
victory; that she would see her majority before she 
asked for the vote—and would be ready to gallup 
through her bill for the recharter the day that she 
presented it. This is what I then said; and subse- 
quent events proved its correctness. The country 
was saved, and barely saved, from the dominion 
of that institution, by beginning the contest when 
we did—by giving instead of waiting to receive the 
attack; by carrying the question to the people, and 
rousing up the public mind, and preparing it for the 
contest which soon began, and which seven long 
years have hardly seen terminated. So of this as- 
sumption, disgused as it may be with a proposi- 
tion to divide the land revanue among the States. 
Immediate discussion, direct issues, and prompt 
action, is what we want. The assumption party 
will not bring on the question, except at a time, 
and under a form, to favor their own wishes. They 
will not move here nntil they have first acted else- 
where. The State Legislatures will be the selected 
theatres of their operations; and anticipated judg- 
ments will be the object of their policy. This will 
be their course; ours should be the revere. What 
we need is public discussion, prompt action, and a 
refæence, before decision, po the judgment of the 
people. The adoption of the resolutions which I 
have brought in will give us these advantages; 
they will give us the advantages which we secured 
by precipitating the contest with the Bank of the 
United States. ioe i 

This is one reason for prompt action in this casc; 
but there is another of great weight, and which 
some experience in the business of legislation re- 
quires me to present, and to commend to the deli- 
berate consideration of the Senate. Itis the eff ct 


| which a measure proposing to divert the land re- 


venue from the current service, (for that is tite 
form, I apprehend, which the assumption will 
take)—it is the effect which this proposition will 
have upon the legislative action of Congress upon 
other subjects. Assuredly its pendency will have 
a most pernicious influence on other bills; on the 
bills for the national defences, for the pacification 
of Florida, for the reduction of the price of the 
public lands, for granting pre-emptions, for abo- 
lishing the salt tax; and, generally, on all the bills 
which go to make adequate appropriations for ma- 
tional objects, or to get rid of unnecessary and bur- 
thencome taxation. The diversion of some annual 
millions from. the Treasury will prescribe stinted 
appropriations for essential objects, the sacrifice of 
others, the retention ef all our presen! taxes, and 
the speedy imposition of new ones. This is the 
language both of foresight and of experience. It 
is what a reasonable. degree of forecast authorizes 
us to look for, and what the experience of our own 
body enables us to recollect in our past histo- 
ry. We have experience on this subject, bitter 
and recent experience, of the effect which the pen- 
dency of distribution projeets exerts upon our legis- 
lation. . I speak. of the long session of 1835-6, 
wher two bills for distribution passed this body, 
one of which became a law; and when, in.a session 
of seven months, the current. bills for the . public | 
service were still lingering on the calender, 2nd 
many of a most important character were totally 
lost. As late as the 18th of June, in the sessian of 
1835-6, we had done little. more than growl.and 
wrangle for the spoi's ef the Trezsury. On.-that 
day I felt it to be my duty to piesent to the Senate 
a view of the mischievous effects upon legislation 
which the distribution spirit had - brought upon us; 
and this I did in the following word»: = X 
“Thus it is already; distribution has occupied us the entire 
session. A proposition to amend the Constitution-to enable us 
to make the division, was brought forward in the first month of 
the session. The land bill followed and engrossed months, to 
the exclusion of all national defence bilis. Then came the de- 
posite scheme, a variation of the former, which absorbs the 


remainder of the segsion. © For nearly seven months we have 


been occupied with distribution, and the Senate has actually 

aadA wo. billa to effect the same objectahd to dide jpe same 
identical money. TWO bills todivide money while Ow finn 
not be got through for the great objects of na nn SM ot ihe 
named inthe Constitution, We are now near ie Senate for 
seventh month of the zezsion. The day named by che Bena: day 
the termination of the session, has acia ly Hones ia c'on at 
of adjournment agreed upon DY ue enon for labor ia half 


hand The year is half gont ne general. the national, and the 


5 i of il . 4 
È lost; yet whas i ho priatin bills? Whatistheir stare? -Not a 


shilling is yet voted for fortifications—nota shilling for the ord- 
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nance—nothing for filling the empty ranks of the skeleton ar- 
my—nothing for the new Indian treaties—nothing for the con- 
tinuation of the Cumberland road—nothing for rebuilding the 
durni down Treasury—nothing for the custom-house in New 
Orleans—nothing for extinguishing the rights of private corpo- 
rators in the Louisville canal, and making that great thorough- 
fare free to the commerce of the West—nothing for the Western 
armory—nothing for arsenals in the States which have none— 
nothing for the extension of the circuit court system to the West 
and Southwest tenia for improving the Mint machinery— 
nothing for keeping the Mints regularly supplied with metals 
for coining—nothing for thenew marine hospitals—nothing for 
the ex, of the visiters now gone to the Military Academy— 
nothing for the chain of posts and the military road along the 
Western and Northwestern frontier. All these, and a long list of 
other objects, remain withouta cent to this day; and thos: who 
have kept them off now cooly turn upon us, and say the money 
cannot be expended if appropriated! that it has become too 
late to use it, and that, on the first day of January next, it must 
fall into the surplus fund, and be divided! Se much for the 
bills not passed. Of those passed, many of the most cssential 
character have been delayed for months, to ths great damage of 
individuals, and to the injury of the public service. Clerks 
and salaried officers have been borrowing money at usury to 
support their families, while we, wholly abeorbed with dividing 
surpluses, were withholding from them their stipulated wages. 
Laborers at Iarper’s Ferry armory have been without money. 
w go to market for their families; and some have lived three 
weeks withoul meat, because we must attend to the distribution 
dills before we can attend to the pay bills. Disbursing officers 
have raised money on their own cr:ditto supply the want of 
avpropriations. Even the annual Indian annuity bill has just 
g tthrough! the Indians even—the poor Indiane as they are 
wont to be stylel—ever they have had to wail, in want and 
misery for the annval etipends solewnly guarantied to them by 
treaties. All thishas already taken place under the deplorable 
{fluence of the distribution spirit; but this is oot «l that has 
taken place,” é&c. 


This is history, copied from the facts. This is 
the experience of the Senate itself of the baleful in- 
fluence of the distribution bills on the legislative 
action of Congress. While such bills are depend- 
ing, all others are saspended, and many are sacri- 
ficed. They are a veto upon our legislative facul- 
ties. This we have seen and suffered; and this we 


must see and suffer again, unless assumption, in all ` 


its forms and disguises—assumption of State debts, 

which is the fruit of the policy, and the consumma- 

tion of the policy, of tempting and seducing the 

States with distributions of public money—all this 
we must see again, and worse than this, unless 
assnmption is rebuked and repulsed, and its fell 
spirit exorcised from our legislative halis. The 
first step towards doing any business, is to expel this 
jntrader—to drive off this bird of evil omen—to 
chase away this harpy, which is come to flap its 
foul wings over our Capitol, and to croak its glut- 
ton notes for the spoil of our Treasury. This is 
our first duty. When we have got rid of this in- 
trusive monster, we can ther go on with the public 
business; until that is done, we can do nothing but 
growl and wrangle for the spoils of our country. 

I trust, Mr. President, that I have now shown 
sufficient reasons for preceeding at once upon this 
subject—for moving thus early, and bringing in 
broad and direct resolations; and for pressing the 
Senate to speedy and final action on the momen- 
tous sabjeet of assuming or providing for the pay- 
ment of the State debts. I feel that this prelimi- 
nary point is made clear. What I next wish to 
show is, that I myself have some little right to take 
a lead in this business—that I am the earliest and 
most steadfast opposer, on this floor, of the policy 
out of which this crowning measure of mischief has. 
grown—and that, in now opposing ASSUMPTION, I 
am only opposing the CHILD of DISTRIBUTION, which 
I was the first to oppose here, and that on the first 
day of its appearance in this chamber; and have 
continually made head against it since, regardless 
of personal popularity, and undismayed by the 
small minorities in which I was often left. This 
assertion, sir, is no poetical license; it is ne 
rhetorical flourish; it is no fictitious or as- 
sumed self-commendation; but a history of 
the facts of the case from the journals of 
our proceedings. It is now twelve years, less 
one month, since a Senator from New Jersey, no 
longer a member of this body, brought in a bill for 
dis'ributing money from the Federal Treasury 
among the States. On my motion, and the instant 
the aut vor had resumed his seat, that bill was laid 

upon the table, there to lie during the remainder of 
the session. The ensuing session it was brought in 
again, and I was then one among several Senators 
who took the floor, and spoke against it. In com- 
pany with the Senators Hane, Brancn, BERRIEN, 
Smirnu of Maryland, Jounston of Louisiana, 
McLawz of Delaware, and Kane of Illinois, I 
spoke against that bill; and the temper of the Se- 
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nate was then such that it was easi'y dispo-ed of, 
and without the iext of a vote upon its merits. 1 
deem it ma‘erial to the p:e-en' s‘ate of the ques'ion 
to look back to this origin of the distribution pv- 
licy—to sse the origina! naked bill for that pur- 
pose—and to mark how easily there has since been 
accomplished, under a disguised form, what could 
not then be countenanced in a naked proposition. 
This is the bill brovght in by Mr. Dicxxason at the 
session of 1826-7, to dist:ibute among the States a 
part of the revenue of tae United Sta‘es. 

“Be it enacted by the Senate and Fouse of Representa: 
tives of the United Stutes of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That the Secretary ot the ‘freasucy be authorized and re- 
quired, under such regulations as he may think proper to pre- 
scribe, to divide annually among the several States of the 
Union, inthe ratio of direct taxation, all moneys in the Trea- 
sury, not otherw se appropriate, © the firat day of June 
next, and on the first day of June in every succeeding year. 

“Spc. 2 And be it further enacted, That, of the annual 
sum of ten millions of doars, approwriated to the sinking 
fund by the secon:! section ofthe actof the third of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventeen, entitled ‘An act to pro- 
vide for the redemption of the public debt,’ five millions te 
appropriated to the fund to be divided among the States, as by 
the first section of this act, annually, after the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and tweuty-nine; and (hat so much of the 
residue of the said aunual sum of ten millions of dollars, as 
shall not, on the first day of June of any year, have been ap 
plied to the redemption of the public debi, shall be appro- 
priated to the fund to be divided among the States as aforesaid.” 

In the brief debate to which this bill gave rise, I 
took part, not in a formal speech—for I was then, 
comparatively, a young member—bat in a few re- 
marks, which I propose to read now, for the double 
purpose ef Showing what my sentiments were then, 
and also to show, from history, the disastrous con- 
sequences of the funding system, now adopted by 
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Mr. B. then read the following extracts from the debates to 
which he alluded . , ae 

Sır Wikram Puttexgy.—“The Sinking Fund, that sacred 
deposite fur extinguishing the duties and abolishing the taxes 
which lie so heavy on the trade, and on the people of this na- 
tion, ought never to be touched; no consideration whatever 
ought to prevail with us to convert that fund to any use, but 
that for which it wasoriginally designed. _ l has, of late, been 
too often robbed—I beg pardon, sir, robbing is a harsh word, 
I wilinot say robbed—but I must say, that, upon several occa- 
sions, there chave been considerable sums snipped away 
from it.”” j 

Sır Joun BARNARD.— The creditors of the public are, per- 
haps, at present unwilling to be paid off, because they have a 

reater interest for their money from the public than they can 
have any where else. But, let their inclinations he what they 
please, it is certainly the interest of the nation to have them 
all paid off; the sooner it is done, the happier it will be for the 
nation, and, therefore, no part of whatis appropriated to their 
ayment ought to bz converted to any other use. Their unwil- 
lingness to receive payment is so far from being an argument 
against paying them, that, on the contrary, it shows that they 
havea better bargain from the public than they can, in the 
game way, have from any other person.” 

Sm Wittiam WynpHam.—*The Sinking Fund isa fund I 
have always had the greatest veneration tor; I look on itas a 
sacred fund, appropriaied to the relieving the nation from that 
load of debts and taxes it now groans under. * kj 

° i *, T have, indeed, been always afraid 
that someenterprising minister might be tempted to seize upon 
it, or some part of it, in time of war; but I little dreamt of 
seeing any attempts made upon itin atime of the most pro- 
found tranquillity. Itisto me a melancholy consideration to 
think of the present vast load of the national debt—a debt of 
no less than forty-five millionsand upwards, and that all con- 
tracted since the Revolution, (1688.) This must be a melan- 
choly consideration to every gentleman that has any concern 
for his country’s happiness; but if the motion now made to us 
shall be agreed to, how dismal will this consideration be ren- 


‘| derel, when we reflect upon the little appearance there will 


i then be of this debt’s ever being paid. 


Is the public expense 


' never to be lessened? Are the people of England always to 


so many of our States, in creating debts for puste- i: 


rity to pay, and to exhaust, with annual interest, 
the resources both of the present age and of unborn 
generations. ‘These were my remarks: 


“Mr. BENTON rose, not to make a speech, but to read some 
extracts from a debate in the British House of Commons, 
about one hundred years ago, on & proposition of the same 
kind ag that which now occupied the deliberations of the Se- 
nate, England then had a small debt, not much larger than 
the debt of the United States was at present; she had a sinking 
fund alse, under the operation of which her debt was annually 
melting away; and she enjoyeda season of pe:ce—the long 

ce under the timid administration of Sir Robert Walpole, 
in which the debt might have been paid off. The circum- 
stances of the two countries, with respect to their debt, were as 
alike as possible; that is to say, the condition of England one 
hundred years ago, and that of the United States now. In 
these circumstances, Sir Robert Walpole made a motion to di- 
vert £500,000 from the English sinking fund, as the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. Dickerson, who Mr. B. was sorry to 
name in company with Sir Robert Walpole] now proposes to 
divert five millions annually from our sinking fund. The mo- 
tion of the English minister was supported by all the common 
place arguments in mitigation and in favor of the public debt, 
as, that a debt increased the wealth of a country, and gave eta- 
bility to the Government; that the then debt of England was 
inconsiderable, and might be paid at any time; that the public 
creditors were in no hurry to receive, and that the money, for 
the present, could be used more beneficially fer other pur- 


poses. The opposition members, however, from whose speeches _ 


1 propose to read extrac’s, were opposed to all these doctrines 
These members were the Iron Barons of the day, such as 
vord Chatham afterwards contrasted with the Silken Barons 
o a later period. They had the best of the argument, and 
their prophecies, unhappily for their country, have become its 
history. But the minister had the best of it at voting, and his 
motion prevailed. He succeeded in violating the sinking 
fund—in diverting one-half of its amount from its proper ob- 
ject, to objects of transient interest and subordinate importance. 
fed consequence were such as had been foretold by the Iron 

rons, , 

The season of peace passed away; the long and timid admi- 
nistration of Walpole itself passed away; the debt was unpaid; 
successive wars came on; and the debt, which was then made 
so light of by the minister, rapidly grew up to a frightful 
amount; soon overwhelmed the country with taxes, and ba- 
nished all idea of ever seeing 1t paid. The example, Mr. B. 
hoped, would not be lost upon the United States, the child of 
England. The experience of the mother, he hambly trusted, 
would not be lost upon the daughter, as the experience of p 
rentstoo often is lost upon their children. History was said to 
be philosophy teaching by example; he hoped this moral and 
sublime teacher would not lavish her lessons in vain upon the 
American Senate. 

Mr. B. joined in the wish erpremed by the Benator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Hayneg,] t the debt of the United 
States might be paid off under the ensuing Administration. 
He concurred] with that Senator in the measure of the new 
fame which such a consummation would confer upon General 
Jackson. : i 

Observing some Senators to smile, Mr. B. spoke up with 
animation and vehemence, rèpeating what he had said, and 
even going so far as to say that the new President would have 
as hard, or harder work, in baffling the enemies to the payment 
of the debt, than he had in vanquishing the British at New 
Orleans; for there he had his enemy in front, and saw what he 
was at, but here he would have his opponents on his flank 
and rear, covered up in masks and disguises, laboring to 
accomplish what would not be avowed. Ne one would now 
stand up andsay, ‘a public debt was a public blessing,’ but many 
would practise upon the maxim, and endeavor to perpetuate 
ours, by withholding the means of paying it; by abolishing du- 
ties beforehand, and preventing <he acquisition of revenue, or 
by squandering it upon all sort of objects. 


ay the same heavy and grievous taxes? Surely, sir, if there 
is evera time to be looked for of easing the people of this na- 
tion, the present is the time for doing it. ki E = 
7 7 *, To this the motion now made is directly 
contrary; for, the not paying off an old debt is ihe same as 


| contracting a new one, and subjects the nation to the fame ex- 


ense with respect tothe payment of the interest.” 

Mr. Taytor, member for Petersfield, observed, “That there 
are some people in the nation, who,the more they owe, the greater 
advantage they make, and the richer they grow—such are the 
bankers; that by the motion made to the House, one might 
imagine that some gentlemen took the case of the nation to be 
thesame; but, for his part, he could not think so, and, there- 
fore, differed from the motion.” 

I repeat it: I read these brief remarks, made so 
many years ago, for a double purpose—for the 
purpose of showing my early opposition to public 
debts, and to distributions of public money, and to 
show the extreme danger of permitting a public 
debt to take root in the policy, and fasten itself 
upon the resources, of a country. Both the States 
and the United States have need of this admonitory 
lesson at present; the former, to check them in their 
flyiug career of debt; the latter, to warn it from en- 
eumbering itself with the new debt, which is 
sought, under a British Jead, to be thrown upon it. 

I now proceed to the consideration of the reso- 
lutions which I have submitied, and shall pass 
ever the first one, which declares the unconstitu- 
tionality of the Federal assumption of State debts 
which have been contracted for State purposes. I 
shall pass over this resolution, and dispense with all 
argument upon the proposition which it contains, 
because naked assumption is not the form in which 
we shall have this danger to meet. It is disguised 
assumption we shali have to encounter. It is the 
national domain which is to be made the cloak for 
the operation; and this is what I declared to my 
constituents, in the month of June last, in a letter 
written three hundred miles beyond the Mississippi, 
and six months before the letter of the London 
bankers had revealed the scheme to the American 
public. This isan extract from the letter: 

“Ihave many other objections tothis unconstitutional, demo- l 
ralizing, debauching, and oppressive scheme of dividing the 

roceeds of the public lands; too many for bare enumeration 
ina letter, and I can only mention one of them; namely, thatit 
isa disguised assumption of the State debts! Unfortu. 
nately, eighteen States of the Union have gone one hundred and 
seventy millions of dollars in debt, principally to England, un- 
der the delusive idea of clearing the interest by banking and 
railroad making, and with the unju:t view of throwing the pay- 
ment of the principa] upon posterity. If thisimmense sum 
had been received in gold and silver, 1 should still deem itan 
unfortunate business for most of the States, especially for all 
the new ones. Butit has not been so received. It has been 
received (generally)in British dry goods, which are worn out 
and gone; and in Eastern credits and paper money, which last 
about as long asa summer’s snow. The bonds are usually cold 
to Eastern banks for British capitalists. Drafts are drawn upon 
those banks, andsold to merchants, whe pay for the draft in 
current paper, and receive the amount in British dry goodsin 
Eastern cities, which are sold io the people and wern out. 


“This is the general history of the sale of State bonds; a mere 


delusion as to borrowing money and obtaining capital; a sad 
reality asto loading the State with debt. The thing borrowed 
is gone; the State debt, and its exhausting interest, remain; 
and now this distribution project is a disguised assumption 
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of those debts. When General Hamilton pro the assump- 
tion of the debts of the iadedted States in 1791, he did it openly, 
and arrayed the two parties (Federal and Republican) upon it, 
and carried the measure by an spen bargain in Congress, (in lo- 
eating the permanent seat of Government.) Mr. Jefferson has 
described that transaction in colors which should make every 
Republican shudder; but here is a disguised attemptat the same 
thiag, without one single extenuating circumstance which 
wasthen pleaded. But I pause. I quit this subject until 1 shall 
meat it in Congress.” . 

This is what I wrote six months ago, and now 


we are in the presence of the danger which I then 
announced. Di:guised assumption is the enemy 
we haveto combat. Breachot the Constitution by 
elusion and circumvention, not by direct invasion, 
is the danger that threatens us. Both forms of 
violation are equally viticus and reprehensibie, 
and the furmer far the most common and success- 
ful. Of this we have signal and recent instances 
in our own body, and on the very subject which 
now occupies our attention. When a Senator of 
New Jersey, fuurteen yeas ago, brought in a bill 
for a direct and naked distribution of public mo- 
ney among the Siates, it received no manner of 
counienance, and was quickly, and almost unani- 
mously, disposed of. When thesame ebject was 
afterwards proposed in the shape of a land revenue 
distribuion bil, it made its way through both 
Houses of Congress, and. was only arrested by 
the firm hand of President Jacksonu.. Finally, 
when the self-same scheme made its appearance 
in the garb of a deposite- bill, it not only passed 
both Houses, but passed the President’s hand also, 
and became the law of the land, Thus  elusion 
and circumvention are the most common, and far 
ihe most successful, mode of getting rid of consti- 
tutional inhibitions. They are, besides, far the most 
ancient. As far back as history goes—as long as 
fundamental laws and constituuons have been 
known—just so long the practice of evading them 
has been familiar and notorious. Majorities have 
been found in all ages and in al} countries to elude 
what they could not attack, and to circumvent 
what they could not surmount. Of this the history 
of the Athenians farnishes the finest example that 
I have any where seen. That ingenious people were 
‘able to excel in many things, and, among the rest, in 
the art of trampling under foot their most sacred 
laws, while professing towards them a derisory 
. fidelity and a mock respect. ‘The instance to which 
I refer isthat of the admission of Demetrius, the 
scn of Ant gonns, into all the degrees of the Eleu- 
synian mysteries in a single day, when the laws 
Tequired a whole year fer the ecnsummation of 
the admission. D2metrias demanded to be admit- 
ted in a day; the laws prescribed a year; so that 
-here was a great difficulty. To satisfy the Prince, 
then all powerful in Greece, and to comply with 
the sacred laws which they were sworn to observe, 
seemed to be impossible; but, by.an ingenious con- 
ception, the difficulty was evaded, sacrilege avoid- 
ed, and Demetrius gratified. The invention was 
simply tochanze the name of the month at each 
successive degree of the initiation. This was done. 
Twelve months were compressed into a few hours; 
- the admission became legal; and the happy inven- 
tor of the expedient received from the poets of the 
day the signiiicant title of Chronos-porthetes, which 
signifies, I believe, time-expunger.. Plutarch,i n his 
‘Life of Demetrius, thus describes the operation: 


“When Demetrius was preparing to return to Athens, he 
‘wrote to the Republic that, on his arrival, he intended to be ivi- 
tiated, and to be admitted immediately not onlyto the less mys- 
teries, but even: to those called intuitive. This was unlawful 
aud unprecedented; for the less mysteries were celebrated in 
the month Agthesterion, and the greater in the month Boedro- 
mion; and none were admitted to the intuitive till a year at 
Jeast after they had attended the greater mysteries. When the 
letters were read; Pythodorus, the torchbearer, waa the only 
person who ventured to op the demand; and his opposition 
was entirely ineffectual. Stratocles procured a decree that the 
month Munychion, which.they were then in, should be called 
Anthesterion; after which Mfhychion was changed again into 
Boedromion. By these means Demetrius was admitted to the 
greater mysteries, and to immediate inspection.’? 


It was thos, Mr. President, that Athenian inge- 
nuily, some two thousand years ago, by a trans- 
position of names, disembarrassed a sacred college 
of its constitutional difficulties; but it required 
Athenian ingenuity to contrive an expedient so 
delicate anc. intellectual. Nothing so refned and 
spiritual can be expected in these prosaic and mo. 
ney-making times, and in this country, where so 
much of the genius of the aze is directed to the 
literature of banking, and to the accurate descrip- 


tions of the alternate “rightness” and “looseness” of 
the money market. We can expect nothing like 
Athenian wit here. The nearest approach that I 
have seen to it was in this enlightened chamber, 
and on a recent occasion, when a division of the 
public money among the States being admitted to 


be unconstitutional undert he word distribute, that - 


word was gently deposed, and the word deposite en- 
throned in its place; after which the division of 
the money took place in the same manner as ifthe 
change of words had not been made. 

I repeat, Mr. President, we are not to expect 
Athenian wit in our attempts to get rid of constitu- 
tional difficulties. Compared to their refined and 
spiritual inventions, our contrivances must appear 
coarse and bungling; and such, in fact, in too many 
instances, they have actually been. We have often 
bungled most clumsily in our attempts to circum- 
vent cur Constitution, and we can expect no better 
in future; and, of all the rude attempts of this kind 
which Ihave witnessed, none are more awkward 
and clumsy than that of undertaking to substitute a 
distribution of the land revenue among the States, 
for a distribution of the revenue generally, or for an 
open assumption of the State debts. It is all the same 
thing, and all ends in the same result. Sir, this whole 
scheme of dividing the public land revenue among 
the States is an indirect assimption of their debts. 
It is disguised assumption; and it is only another 
move on the chessboard of that distribution policy 
which has haunted our countils for so many years, 
in such a variety of forms, and which foand its 
first success in the passage of the act to depostte the 
surplus revenue, as it was called, with the States of 
the Union. 


The scheme which now occupies the capitalists, 
bankers, and stockjobbers of London, Paris, Am- 
sterdam, Philadelphia, and New York, to obtain 
from the Federal Government the assumption, ora 
provision for the payment of the State debts, is the 
natural offspring of t he distribution policy which 
infested this chamber for fourteen years, and finally 
succeeded, in the form of a deposite of sarplus re- 
venue with the States. In company with a small 
minority of half a dozen Senators, I made head 
against distribution in the disguise of a deposite, 
and delivered the history of the transaction, on the 
passage of the act, as accurately as it can be writ- 
ten now. I then said: 


“At the end of some years, the nominal transaction will be 
rescinded; the certificates will all be cancelied by one gene 
ral, harmonious, unanimous vote in Congress. The dis- 
guise of a deposite, like the mask after a play, will be thrown 
aside, and the delivery of the money will turn out to be, what 
it is now intended to be, a gift from the beginning. This 
will be the end of the first chapter.” ; 


This is what I said on Friday, ‘the 18th day of 
June, 1836, the day on which the deposite act 
passed—dies infaustus, as the Romans would call 
it—-unhappy day which witnessed the immolation 
of the Constitution, and the consummation of a po- 
licy big with the fate of this federative Union. I 
then said the nominal transaction ef a deposite 
would be rescinded; the month of September, 
1837, saw it rescinded. The deposite has become 
in form what it was from the beginning in sub- 
stance—a gift of the money; and this conclusion is, 
what I called in my speech against it; the end of 
the first chapter. Assumption is the beginning of 
the second one; and here I am, standing en my 
old ground, to make head against the offspring of 
the measure which I-oppored, ia its seminal princi- 
ple, fourteen years ago, and have continued op- 
posing it ever since in all its successive stages, and 
in all its modifications of form. 

Icome at once to the point, and say that dis- 
guised assumption, in the shape of land revenue 
distribution, is the form in which. we shal! have to 


| meet the danger; and I meet it at once in that dis- 


guise. I say there is no authority in the Constitu- 
tion to raise money. from any branch of the re- 
venue for distribution among the States, or to 
distribute that which han been raised for other pur- 
poses. The power of Congress to raise money is 


not unlimited. and arbitrary, but restricted, and 


directed to the national objects named in the Con- 
stitution. ‘The means, the amount, and the ar p!i- 
cation, are all limited. The means are direct taxes 
—duties on imports—and the public lands; the o-q 
jects are the support of the Government—the com- 


mcn defence—and the payment of ,the debts of the 
Union; the amount to be raised is of course limited 
to the amount required for the accomplishment 
of , these objects. Consonant to the words and the 
spirit of ths Constitution, is the title, the preamble 
and the tenor of all the early statutes for raising mo- 
ney; they all declare the object for which the money 
is wanted; they declare the object at the head 
of the act. Whether it be a loan, a direct tax, or a 
duty on imports, the object of the loan, the tax, or 
the duty, is stated in the preamble to the act; Con- 
gress thus excusing and justifying themselves for 
the demand in the very act of making it, and tell- 
ing the people plainly what they wanted with the 
money. This was the way in all the early statutes; 
the books are full of examples; and it was only 
after money began to be levied for objects not 
known to the Constitution, that this laudable and 
ancient practice was dropped. Among the enume- 
rated objects for which money can be raised by 
Congress, is that of paying the debts of the Union; 
and is it not a manifest absurdity to suppose that, 
while it requires an express grant of power tu ena- 
ble us to pay the debts of the Union, we can pay 
those of the States by implication and by indi- 
rection? 

Sir, our Constitution grew out of a want of mo- 
ney; it grew out of the want of money for general 
and national purposes; and it contains no grant of 
power in relation to receipts and expenditures, 
except to raise and expend it for such purpcses. 

I meet the danger ia its disguise of distribution, 
and repeat, there is no authority in the Constitu- 
tion to raise money for distribution, or to distribute 
that which had been raised for other purposes. 
This results not only from the p'ain words of the 
Constitution, and the known purposes of forming 
the Federal Union, but also from the.total silence 
of the Constitution upon a rule of distribution. 
There is a rale in the Constitution for raising mo- 
ney—none for dividing it. The Constitution has 
provided for the equality and uniformity of the 
levy; there is no provision for the equality and 
uniformity of a distribution: “AU duties, imposts, 
and excises, shall be uniform throughout the United 
States. * * No capitation, or other direct tax, shall be 
laid, unless in proportion to the census, or enumera- 
tion herein before ordered to be taken. * * No preference 
shall be given, by any regulation of commerce or re- 
venue, tothe ports of one Stale over another. Such 
are the injunctions of the Constitation ia relation to 
the levy of money; such its care to provide for 
the uniformity and equality of the levy. But where 
is the rule for distribution? And what becomes of 
the equality of the levy, if that which is equally 
levied is unequally partitioned cut? There is no 
rule given for the paititioners to go by; and that is 
a proof, among the many others, that no partitions 


| of revenue—no partitions of any kiad, money, 


land, or other property—was ever intended to be 
made. The framers of our Constitution were not 
bunglers, but skilful workmen—they were not ap- 
prentices, but master workmen. They did not 
close up their work upon one side, and leave it 
open upon the other. They did not commit the 
absurd and egregions folly of permitting that to be 
unequally divided which had been equally col- 
lected. If they had contemplated divisions of mo- 
ney or property, they would have given the rule to 
regulate them; not having done so, is clear proof 
they never contemplated such a thing; and we all 
know that any Constitution providing for such an 
event would have been scouted and scorned by 
every State in the Union. 


No, sir; there is no rule in the Constitation for 
the distribution of any thing—money, lands, or 
goods. The framers of that instrument doubtless 
looked for no division of its effects in the lifetime 
of the Union. They doubtless expected the Union 
to die first; and, as that was an event which they 
intended to be remote, they made no provisich for 
the contingency even then. They did not provide - 
for the descent of the estate, much Jess for its parti- 
tion in the lifetime of the owner. There 1s RO Pat 
to divide by; and, consequently, every Piong o 
distribution has had to provide a rule o itala 
The Senator from New Jersey, who brought ta 


first bill for this purpose, took the rule of the Con- 


stitution in the case of direot taxes; he weuld di- 


ru Cona.. IST Sess. 


vide in the ratio of direct taxation. The land 
bills which followed took Federal numbers, but 
qualified with a preliminary distribution, of some- 
times ten, and sometimes twelve per cent. to the 
new States. The deposite bill, differing from all 
these, took the vote of the States for President, and 
ve them shares of the money ia propertion to the 
number of their Presidential votes. Such was the 
diversity among the bills Finally, the rule agreed 
upon was such as found its sanction ia the will of 
the majority for the time being. The will of the 
actual majority fixed it; and the principle which 
regulated that will was the acquisition of the pre- 
cise number of votes which was necessary to carry 
the bill. ‘That was the rule they went by—acqui- 
sition of votes enough to pass the bill. This ac- 
quis tion was either seductive or coercive. An in- 
crease of the distributive share was allowed to 
some, and their support was thus conciliated; the 
favorite bills of others, such as the graduation and 
pre-emption bills, and others for the benefit of par- 
ticular States, were seized upon and crammed into 
the distribution bills, and their authors thus com- 
pelled to support them in these bills, or to vote 
against their own measures. This we have seen; 
this Senate has seen it; and we have seen the ra- 
tio for dividing the spoil become the subject of 
huckstering arrangement on this floor, and altered 
and changed in the face of the Senate, 
requisite number of votes could be conciliated, or 
coerced, to pass the bill through. 

Dut it is contended that the land revenue stands 
upon a different footing from the custom-house, or 
direct tax revenue; and that Congress may do with 
one what it cannot do with the other. This is a 
fallacy and absurdity which will not bear the touch 
of inqairy. There is no more rule for dividing 
land revenue than any other revenue; and there is 
no difference in law, or in fact, between the diffe- 
yent branches of the public income. When the 
land is sold, the money received is revenue, and. is 
Federal revenue, and is in the Federal Treasury, 
and cannot be taken from that Treasury, except by 
an appropriation law; and that appropriation law 
is nothing more nor less than the application of so 
much money to. some constitutional object. The 
appropriation law takes what it finds in the Trea- 
sury. No law of Congress can discriminate be- 
tween the different receipts; no human touch can 
tell what dollars were received for lands, and what 
for custems and direct taxes. The discrimination 
is impossible asa mere matter of fact; it is uncon- 
stitutional as a matter of law; it would be a mocke- 
ry if inserted in the law. Distributions are not eg- 

itures, neither in common parlance, nor in 

the meaning of our Constitution; and no. money 

can be drawn from our Treasury except for an er- 
re. 

The clause on which the distributionists relied, 
and in which the assnmptionists must follow them, 
is that in which Congress is author zed ‘‘to dispose 
of the territory and other property of the United States ” 
The power ef disposition is granted; but it is cnly 
fer national purposes—for objects known to the 
Constitution—that Congresscan dispose of this ter- 
1itory and of this property. Congress received it 
for national purposes, of which the first was to pay 
the debts of the Union. The early legislation of 
Congress declared this intent by pledging the lands 
to the redemption of the debt, and constituting the 
whole of the revenue receivable from it a part of 
the sinking fund for that object. The public lands 
have never fulfilled this destination. -They have 
never paid the public debt, nor a shilling of it—not 
even its interest, or one shilling of its interest. 
They have been so managed, by waiting for infe- 
rior land to rise to the price of the first quality, that 
they have not met the expences of purchases 
and management. Instead of _paying any part 
of the public debt, they are themselves in 
debt to the custom-house revenue for money 
taken from that source to assist in their acquisition 

and management. The public lands have cost the 
United States one hundred and twelve millions 
of dollars; they have brought into the Treasury 
one hundred and four millions; and of that sum 
twenty-eight millions have been distributed among 
the States under the deposite act. Deducting this 
amonnt, and they lack thirty-six millions of paying 


until the | 


State Debis—Mr. Benton. 


for themselves. They arein debt that amount to 
the customs; and the whole burden of the public 
debt has been thrown upor the customs also. The 
lands, by being held up ata fixed price, the bad 
and the good all at the sume rate, have been so 
little productive as not evet to pay for their pur- 
chase and management. he custom-house re- 
venue has borne all the burthens; and to make it do 
so, enormous has been the sum obtained from it. 
Few peopie have an idea of the enormity of this 
sum, and that it amounts to Seven hundred and 
thiriy-one millions of dollars; and that after paying 
its own expenses. Seven hundred and thirty-one 
millions is the clear revenue from customs; and of 
that amount, no less than four hundred and thirty 
millions have gone to the public debt, Treasury 
notes inclusive, and its interest. Here is a table 
which exhibits the annual receipts of the Govern- 
ment trom lands and customs, and the annual pay- 
ments on account of the public debt, and purchases 
of land, and which verifies the statement which I 
have made. 

This is the table in detail, (showing a large 
sheet,) but l only state the gross amounts under 
each head. They are: 

For principal and interest of the public 

debt - - - - $421,496,000 
Receipts from customs ~ - 731,295,060 
Receipts from lands - - 104,000,000 
Purchase of lands - - - 112,000,000 

Three great errors, Mr. President, prevail in re- 
lation to the public lands; two of them errors of 
fact, one an error of constitutional law. They are 
fundamental errors, and lead to all the erroneous 
notions, and to all the erroneous movements which 
are now taking place, in Congress and elsewhere, 
in relation to the disposition of the public domain. 
These errors are, first, in supposing that the terri- 
torial cessions of the States were gifts of the soil to 

the Federal Government; secondly, in supposing 
that the cessions so made have fulfilled their desti- 
nation in paying off the public debt; thirdly, in 
supposing that Congress is free from any constitu- 
tional restraint in disposing ‘of these lands. These 
are radical and fundamental errors, leading to er- 
roneous action in legislation; and they deserve the 
clear exposure which will utterly explode them. 
So far as fulfilling their destination in the payment 
of the public debt is concerned, that error is fully 
exploded. Ithas already been shown by authen- 
tic tables that the customs paid the public debt; 
that they both supported the Government, and paid 
the national debt; that the Jands, in fact, have an- 
swered no part of their destination, not even hav- 
ing paid the expenses of their own acquisition and 
management. This makes that error clear the 
other two shall be as fully cleared up. 

These are great points in the case, and I mean to 
make them clear both.in the fact ani in the argu 
ment. Itis anerror to say that these lands, any 
part of them, were donations to the Federal Go- 
vernment—that they were gifts from the States. 
This is what is common!y sajd, but it is a mistake, 
and an error of fact; and upon this error the whole 
argument of the distributionists, and their offspring, 
the assumptionists, has been built up. The United 
States have purchased all the lands they hold. 
They have paid the money, and a great price in 
money for them. No gifts, no donations, no gra- 
tuitous cessions of lands have been made to this 
Government; but with money from her Treasury 
has she bought and paid for the who'e; and paid 
out for them more than they have yet paid back. 
This is my assertion, and here is the proof: 


Purchase of Louisiana - - $15,000,000 
Interest paid thereon - - 8,329,353 
Purchase of Florida - - 5,000,000 
Tnterest thereon - - - 1,420,000 
Paid to Georgia -~ - - 1,250,000 
Same purchase in Mississippi stock 1,832,000 
Extinguishing Indian titles - - 72,000,000 
Survey of public lands - - 3,250,000 

Salaries and expenditures in the 
General Land Office - — > 1,250,000 
Land offices and officers - - 3,300,000 
$112,691,353 


This is the purchase money paid; and it is all 
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that I propose to count in this areument, for it is 
sufficient for the argument, though not all that be- 
longs to the argument. The value of cther lands 
given in exchange, and the cost of getting pesses- 
sion, both belong to the argument, and fer exceed 
in amount the totality of the purcbase money paid. 
Thus Florida cost, in money, $6,480,000; bat to 
this must be added Texas proper, and the ccuntry 
between the Red river and Arkansas which was 
given in exchange, and the cost of getting posses- 
sion of Florida, which already three umes exceeds 
the price of the country, and the possession not yet 
obtained. £o of other purchases upon a smaller 
scale. 

The whole amount of money received from the 
sales of lands, as I have shown heretofore, is but 
one hundred and four millions of dollars; se that 
here is a clear deficiency of eight millions of dollars 
under the head of paying for theuselves. Add to 
this the twenty-eight millions distributed among the 
States, and the deficiency is thirty-six millions. 
And if tothis we should still add, as we fairly 
might, the value of the lands given in exchange tu 
Spain and the Indians, and the cost of getting pos- 
session of ovr purchases after we had made them, 
and the deficiency is many hundreds of millions. 
But I limit the argument to the sums paid out for 
purchases, and received back for sales. 

Thus the lands are proved to have answered no 
part of their destination—to have paid no part of 
the public debt—not even to have defrayed the ex- 
penses of their own acquisition and management— 
and that they are at this time largely in debt to the 
customs. Thisis a charge upon them which they 
ought to pay; and it constitutes a strong objection 
o their alienation from Federal, and application to 
local, purposes. Itis a strong objeciion, but no} 
the strongest, to this alienation. A far stronger 
one is found in the fact tnat all the lands held by 
the United States have been purchased; that they 
are PURCHASES, and not GIFTS; and have all 
been acquired by giving money for them. Now it 
ie agreed that this money ceuld not have been di- 
vided among the States before it was given for the 
land; and if so, is it possible that we can effect the 
division after it has been given fer land by the simple 
process of reconverting the land into money? If 
so, then have we found out a most facile and flexi- 
ble method of getting rid of Constitutional ob- 
structions ! 

In round numbers the sum of one hundred and 
twelve millions have-been paid for the pubiic 
lands, and the Jargest part of that sum for those 
which are called donations. To the Indans there 
have been paid seventy-two millions of dollars, 
and this to extinguish their titles to the Jands pre- 
sented by the States to the Federal Government; 
and this independent of the annuities yet to be paid, 
and which representa capital of several miliions. 
These Indian purchases have cost far more than 
Louisiana and Florida put together. They result 
from the cessions of the States—cessions which 
have generally been treated as donations of the 
land, when they were nothing but a transfer of the 
right to purchase them from the Indians. ‘The 
States did not own the soil; the Indians were the 
All that the States claimed 
in the soil was the right of purchase from the Fn- 
dians, and that right they ceded to the United 
States. Some States would not cede that right, as 
Massachusetts and Connec:icul; and these have 
held on to the soil, and have sold, oy are selling it, 
for their own advantage. Massachuseits and 
Maine now derive an annual income from the sale 
of their lands. Connecticut has received a large 
sum from hers. It was Virginia and Geor- 
gia that made the Yargest and most effective 
cessions, which ceded the right of purchase to 
the most extensive territories; and dearly enough 
has the United States paid for the privilege of buy- 
ing the Indian titles to what they ceded. Almost 
the whole of the seventy-two millions paid to 
Indians has gone for the extinction of their titles 
to the Virginia and Georgia cessions; a mere frag- 
ment of it has gone to the Indians of Florida and 
Louisiana. The Indians of the Southern States, 
and of the Northern West, have received almost 
the whole; and besides this, Georgia received in 
money and Mississippi land serip $3,082,000 for 
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her cession, besides the obligation to extinguish the 
Indian title to their lands within her limits for her 
own benefit. Thus it is clear that the cessions 
from the States were not donations of land, but 
cessions of jurisdicticn; with the transfer of the 
right to acquire from the Indians the soil within 
their anc‘ent colonial boundaries, and which, ia 


regard to the limits of the State, were generally | 


ex territorial. The sum paid to the Indians, and 
that paid to Georgia, make about seventy-five mil- 


lions of dollars which the purchases of the; Indian - 


titles have cost us; while the purchases from France 
and Spain, the interest included, barely amount to 
thirty millions. The expense of managing the 


whole has amounted to about eight millions; — 


making a total for the cost and management of the 
lands of about one hundred.and twelve millions of 
dollars. 


I have gone over these details to establish a fact, 


and which fact is vital tọ the argument, that the 
whole of the lands owned by the United States are 
purchases, not donations; that they represent mo- 
ney drawn from the Treasury and invested in 
land, and now wearing the shape of acres in .the 
woods instead of dollars in the Treasury. This is 
a fact now established. Here, then, are one hun- 
dred and twelve millicns of dollars laid out for 
land, and now represented by land. Here are one 
hundred and twelve millions of dollars converted 
into land; and this brings us tu the great constitu- 
tional error on this point. Before it was so con- 
verted, every one admits that it could not have 
been divided among the States. Every one ad- 
mits that. Now, the question is, can we divide 
the land? or, reconvert it into money,. and divide 


the dollars?) Can we cheat the Constitution by . 


this transmutation? Can we cheat ourselves, and 
the country, by such specimens of legislative al- 
chy my and political juggling? If so, we have dis- 
covered a very facile way of helping ourselves to 
all that the Treasury contains, We may. begin 
with the one hundred and twelve millions at once, 
and then proceed, converting and reconverting, 
buying land and selling land, until we have bought 
and divided that billion of acres, estimated at a 
Dillion and a quarter of dollars, which figured so 
largely in the debates on the land bills when they 


were first. introduced, and when the national do- 


main was presented as a bait to national cupidity. 


This would seem to be enough;.a billion and a _ 


quar.er would seem to be enough; but itis only the 
beginning of what may be done under this new 
process of converting, and reconverting, the Fede- 
ral revenues, and then dividing them. It is the 
beginning only of what may be done in this new 
school of alchymy, with our Constitutioa in its eru- 
cible. The transmutation may be made to reach 
all other property owned, or to be cwned, by. the 
‘United States; for the same clause which gives 
Congress authority to dispose of the territory, also 
gives it authority to dispose of all other property, 
belonging to the United States. Here then is a 
new and boundless field for obtaining money for 
distribution. Forts, arsenals, armories, magazines, 
arms, and munitions of war; fleets, ships, docks, 
navy yards and naval stores; barracks and hos- 
vitals; public edifices of all kinds, including the 
Capitol in which we sit; ligh'-houses; bank stock, 
canal stock, road stock; every thing, in fact, which 
comes under the name of property, and which we 
now possess, or may choose to acquire: all this 
may be thrown into the legislative crucible, trans- 
muted from an unconstitutienal to a constitutional 
subject of distribution, and, forthwith partitioned 
cut among the States. Bulls to divide the proceeds 
of the sales of “other property” may then become as 
familiar to our legislation as b:lls to divide the pro- 
ceeds of the public, lands now are; and instead of 
limiting our distributions to the. States, what is to 
prevent us from extending the favcr to corporate 
bodies, to individuals, and to the ch‘ldren of meri- 
torious parenis? Once descended from ‘he safe and 
elevated mark of national objects, where is the 
limit, where the boundary. which is to arrest the. 
downward course of the epplieation of the national 
funds} Once admitted that Congress is free from 
all ecnstite'i-nal control in disposing of the ‘‘terri- 
tory” and “other properly” of the Unicn, and what 
is there to guard tze application of unbounded 


means, direc ed by unbounded power? What is 
there io prevent largesses and benefactions, in the 
shape of national gratitude and national mani- 


_ficence, to warriors, s'a'esmen, poets, sculptors, 


musicians? What to prevent hereditary provision 
for the support of families, in tue shape of 
hered tary pensions to successive generations for 
ancestral services? We touch the confines 
of an hereditary pension list at this momen‘; hav- 
ing already an ancestral list which 41,000 names 
now encumber; and let it be granted to Congress 
to do what it p'eases, uncoatrol'ed by the Consilii- 
tution, with the territorial domain, and all the 
other property of the Union, and from that instant 
a pension list of forty-four thousand names, and 
three and a half millions of dollars, will quickly be 
extended and increased, and stretched into the 
ranks of posterity. Ne, sir, no. There is no con- 
stitutional way to assume these State debts, or to 
pay them, or to endorse them, or to smuggle the 
money to the States for that purpose, under the 
pretext of dividing land revenue, or surplus reve- 
nue, among them. There is no way todoit. The 
whole thing is constitutionally impossible. It was 
never thought of by the framers of our Constitu- 
tion. They never dreamed of such a thing. 
There isnota word in their work to warrant it, 
and the whole idea of it is utterly repugnant and 
offensive to the objec's and purposes for which the 


_ Federal Union was framed. 


Sir, I repeat it: The Federal Constitution grew 
out of the want of money for the us:s of the Fede- 
ral Government. It grew cut of that want, and 
nothing else; and it contains no grant of power in 
relation to the collection or the application of mo- 
ney, except for the uses and purposes of the Fede- 
ra] Government itself. : 

Having established the constitutional o' jection 
to assumption, naked or disgui-ed, and.shown that 
here was no difference between diverting land re- 
venue and any other Federal revenue to State 
purposes, and having especially exploded the three 
vulgar errors, that the lands were donations from 
the States, that they have fulfi.led their destination 
in paying the public debt, and that the power of 
Congress is absolute and arbitrary over them; hav- 
ing dene this, I procesd to the secondary class of 
objections; namely, the evils of the measure. These 
evils are in th:mselves so greit, so hostile to. the 
general good, and so big with destruction to the Fe- 
deral Union, that even if there was no constitu- 
tional impediment in the way, this measure of as- 
sumpt on, or provision for State debts, should be 
utterly rejected for its baleful consequences alone. 
And here it is proper to pause, to reflect, to look 
back upon the page of our own history, and to consult 
the experience of our own ancestors in relation to 
paying State debts, before we rush into the same 
business. We have had one assamption in our 
country, and that in a case which was small in 
amount, and free from the impediment.of a con- 
stitutional objection; but which was attended by 
such evils as should deter posteiity from imitating 
the example. It was in the first year of the Fede- 
ral Government; and although the assumed debts 
were only twenty mllions, and were alleged to 
have been contracted for general purposes, yet the 
assumption wes altended by circumstances of in- 
trigue and corraption, which led tothe mst vio- 
Jent dissension in Congress, suspended the business 
of the two Houses, drove some of the States to 
the verge of sece-sion, and menaced the Union 
with instant dissolution. Mr. Jeflerson, who was 
a witness of the ecene, and who was overpowered 
by General Hamiiton, and by the actual dangers 
of the country, into its temporary support, thus 
describes it: 


“This game was over, (funding the soldiers’ certificates,) and - 


another was on the carpet at the moment of my arrival; and to 


` this I was most ignorantly and innocently made to held the 


candle. This fiscal mancuvre is well known by the name of 
the assumption. Independently of the debts of. Congress, the 
States had, during the war, contracted separate and heavy debts, 
&. * * * * > * This money, whether wisely or fool- 
ishly spent, was pretended to have been spent for general pur- 

oses, and ought therefore to be pad from the general purse. 
But it was objected, that nobody knew what these debts were, 
what their amount, or what their proofs. No matter; we will 
guess them. to be twenty millions. ‘But of these twenty mil- 
lions, we do not know how much should be reimbursed to one 
State or how much to another. No matter; we will guess. 
Andso'another scramble was set on foot among the several 
States, and some got much, some little, some nothing. * 
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* This measure produced the most bitter and angry 
contests ever known in Congress, before or since the union of 
the States. * * * * * The great and trying question, how- 
ever, Was lost in the House of Representatives. So high were 
the feuds excited by this subject, that on its rejection business 
was suspended. Congress met and adjourned from day to day 
without doing any thing, the parties being too much out of tem 
per to do bust::ess together. The Eastern members particu-- 
arly, who, with Smith from South Carolina, were the princi- 
par ganblers in these scenes, threatened a secession and disso- 
ution. 7 * * * “But it was finally agreed that what- 
ever importance had been attached to the rejection of this pro- 
position, the preservation of the Union, and of concord among 
the States, was more important; and that, therefore, it would 
bo betier that the vote of rejection should be rescinded; to ef- 
fect which, some members should change their votes. Butit was 
observed that this pill would be peculiarly bitter to the Southern 
Stites, and that some concominant measure sheuld be adopted 
te sweeten it a little to them. There had before been proposi- 
tions to fix the seat of Government either at Philadelphia, or at 
Georgetown, on the Potomac; and it was thought that by giving 
it to Philadelphia for ten years, and to Georgetown perma- 
nently afterwards, this might, as an anodyne, calm in some de- 
gree the ferment which might be excited by the other measure 
alone. So two of the Potomac members (White and Lee, but 
White witha revulsion of stomach almost convulsive) agreed 
to change thcir votes, and Hamilton undertook to carry the 
other point; and so the assumption was passed, and twenty 
millious of stock divided among the favored States, and throwa 
in as a pabulum to the stockjobbing herd. * * Still the machine 
was not complete; the effect of the funding system and of the 
assumption would be temporary; it would be lost with the loes 
of the individual members whom it had enriched; and some 
engine of influence more permanent must be contrived while 
these myrmidons were yet in place to carry it through. This 
engine was the Bank of the United States.” 


What a pictore is here presented! Debts as- 
sumed in the mass, w.thout knowing what they 
were in the gross, or what io detail—Congress in 
a state of disorganization, and all business sus- 
pended for many days—secession and disunion 
openly menaced—cempromise of intere:ts—in- 
trigue—buying and selling of votes—conjunction 
of parties tò pass two measures together, neither 
of which could be passed separa‘ely—speculators 
infesting the halls of legislation, and openly strug- 
gling for their spoil—the funding system a second 
timesanctioned and fastened upon the country—job- 
bers and gamblers ia stocks enriched—twenty m l- 
lions of additional national debt created—and tke es- 
tablishment of a National Bank insured: Such were 
the evils attending a small assumption of twenty 
millions of dollars, and that in a case where there 
was no constitutional impediment to be evaded or 
surmounted. ‘What, then, must be expected when 
the assuming process is to begin with hundreds of 
millions—is to reach a billion—is to cover, in the 
end, all sorts of State debts, and is to be attended 
with flagrant breaches, or deriscry evasions, of the 
Constitation? 


With this retrospective view of the mischiefs of 


_@ former assumption, in a case so much more 


mit gated, I proceed to the evils of the new one, 
disguised as a-distr.bution of 1.nd revenue among 
the States, and a provision for the payment of 
their internal improvement debts. In tak ng up 
this class of objections, it is proper to show, in 
the fir-t place, the nature and amount of the Slate 
debts.for which the Federal aid or guarantee is 
claimed—the purposes for which they were cre- 
ated—their present value at home and abroad— 
and the proportions in which they are distributed 
among the several States. And here Lavail my- 
self of the valuable and authentic information col- 
lected by an eminent citizen of New York, -the 
Comptroller of the State, Mr. Flagg. As 
late Comptroller, it became his duty, under the 
general banking law of the State,to issue circulating 
bank notes to banking companies on receiving 
from them p'edgs. of State stocks. The proper 
execution of this duty required him to become ac- 
quainted with these stocks; and for this purpose 
he applied to the fiscal authorities of each State, 
and received the answers which he afterwards em- 
bodied into. the document which now constitutes 
the magazine of information from which we all 
obtain our. knowledge oa this subject. His report 
showed the astounding sum of one hundred and 
seventy millions of debt contracted or authorized 
by eighteen of the States, (in reality by sixteeo, as 
two of them owe but a wifle;) and that without 
counting the twenty-eight mil’ions received on de- 
‘eral GoverLm/n'. see T 
above a year ago; and, taking into the calcolay 

what may hava bern incarred since, W ie pE Flo- 
rida debt of five milions, and seme ct n ac 
of debt, the whole may now be €S aa more 
than two hundred millions of dolifrs. Bat con- 
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fining my remarks to the amount which appears in 
the tables of Mr. Flagg, and it is seen that this 
large amount of one hundred and seventy millions 
of do'lars of debt was found in the States of Maine, 
Massachusetis, New York, Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, Virgnia, South Carolina, Alabama, 
Louisiana, ‘Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, 
Ilinois, Missouri, Mississippi, Arkansas, and 
Michigan. Eight of the States of the Union, 


namely, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, | 


Connecticut, New Jersey, Delaware, Noith Caro- 
lina, and Georgia, enjoy the proud and enviable 
distinction of not finding their names on the in- 
Gebted list. Maine and Missouri are only nomi- 
nally on the uahappy list; the former having created 
but half a million of debt, and the latter having 
seat out her bends too late to be sold, and a good 
portion of them remaining yet in the power of the 
State to recal and cancel. Sixteen may be taken 
then as the number cf the indebted Stat:s, and 170 
m Lions the amount which they owe; but of these 


sixteen, only thirteen are involved in the species of È 


! crease of these State deb's. 


debt now proposed to be provided for, namely, the 


internal improvement debt. 
We now take up the tables of Mr. Flagz. 


The objects to which these 170 millions are appli- ' 


cable, and the amount fur each object, are these: 


For banking - - - $52,610,000 — 
F. r canals - : - - 60,201,551 : 
For railroads - - - 42,871,084 ` 
Fer turnpikes and McAdam roads - 6,618 958 ` 
For miscellaneous objects -~ - 8,474,634 


The proportions among the different States are: 


Maine - - - - $554,976 00 
Massachusetts - - - 4,200,000 00 
New York - - - 18,262,406 84 
Pennsylvania - - - 27,306,790 00 
Maryland - - - - 11,492,980 73 
Virginia - - - - 6,662,039 09 
South Carolina - - - 5 753,270 12 
Alabama - -~ - - 10,800,000 00 
Louisiana - - - - 23,735,000 00 
Tennessee - - - - 7,148,166 66 
Kentucky - - - - 7,360,000 00 
Ohio. - - - - 6,101,000 00 
Indiana - - - = 11,890,000 00 
linos -~ - - - 11,600,000 00 
Mistoari - - - - 2,500,000 00 
Mississippi - - - 7,000,000 00 
Arkansas - - - ‘- 3,000,000 00 
Michigan - - - - 5,340,000 00 


‘Zhe de-ail of the debt, with the amount incur- 
red by each Siate, for each object, is this: 
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The proportionate incre:se of the who'e debt, in 
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succesive periods of five years and three years, 
from 1820 to 1838, is this: 


From 1820 to 1825, . $12,790,728 
“ 1825 to 1830, 13,679,689 
“ 1830 to 1835, 40,002,769 


€6 


1835 to 1838, (say 34 yrs.) 108,223,808 
Such are the amounts, and the distribution 

among States and objects, and the progressive 

Having seen these 


particulars—having viewed the debt in its gioss 
and in its detail—the next thing I propose to ex- 
amine is to see what the States receited in return 


, for such enormous liabilities: what it is that repre- 


sents these debts now at home; and what the debts 
themselves are worth in the stock market of fo- 
reign countries. And here I ean say in grief, and 


| with sorrow, that almost the whole amount of 
what the States received was British dry goods— | 


mere British dry gocds—not even groceres. I say 
it with grief, and with sorrow, that almost the 
whole amount of what the sixteen States received 
for their sterling bonds, bearing a sterling interest 


which will not be less than ten per cent. to the peo- | 


| ple who pay it, was Briish dry goods, which have i 
|- been sold for paper money to construct- roads and ~ 
canals, and to build up paper system banks. This || 


is what we have got for 170,000,000 of sterling 
debt. The process was about this: The bonds 
were sold for bank credits in Europe or the Atlan- 


'' tie cites; bills of exchange were drawn upon these 


credits in favor of merchants who took up the 
amount in dry goods; the bils of exchange were 


| paid for by the merchants in paper money; and 


this paper money, after some time, returned to the 
banks from which it came. Thus, the whole ope- 
ration wasa circle of paper, going round and round 
in paper, and ending in its own extinction, and 
never emerging from the paper circle but once, and 
then to effect importations of British goods. The 
goods are worn out; the paper money has returned 
to the place from whence it came; the operaticn is 
over; and nothing remains of the transactions but 
the 170,000,000 of debt, its devouring interest, and 
the banks, canals and roads which represent it. 
The whole of these banks have failed once, and 
most of them twice, in two years; the greater part 
of the roads and canals are unfinished, and of 
those finished several are unproductive. And 
this is the history of the State debts, the 
burthen of whith it is now proposed to 
cast upon the shoulders of the Federal Govern- 
ment. Bat the whole of there debts are not even 
the direct debt of the State, but a security debt in- 
curred for companies, corporatiors, and indivi- 
duals to whom the Siate credit, that is to say, the 
State bonds, have been lent to enable them to bui d 
banks, and make improvements, cr engage in some 


i: speculative undertaking, for which they had no 


means of theirown. A part of the State debt is in 
this ferm; and that part becomes doubly objec- 


! tionable to me from its intrinsic unworthiness, and 


| inherent vitiousness. I have yet to discover, in the 


Constitutions of such of the States as I have ex- 
amined for the purpose, the power by which the 


: Legis’ature ‘undertakes to lend the credit of the 


State, that is to say, the labor and property of the 


people, to companies, corporations, and individuals, | 
| for their private advantage, and to make the com- 


munity stand security for the success of their un- 
dertakings. I question the power in the States; I 
deny it where the authority cannot be shown; and 
I utterly deny it in the Congress of the United 
States. As to the wisdom of such loans and secu- 


rityship, that may be seen in many instances, and | 
especially in some Southern banks, and above all, . 


in a certain railroad project in Florida, where the 
Legislative Council first granted a charter for the 


road, end then furnished the bonds to build it, and | 


wherein the corporators cold the bonds in Europe 
for iron, then obtained a remission of the duties 
from Congress, then sold the iron on their own ac- 


count, and afierwards demanded more bonds for | 


the commencement of the road. This, though an 
extreme case, is not the only instance which time 


will develope of the improvidence of such loans | 


and securityships. Like many other lenders, the 
State may lose; like many other endorsers, she may 
have to pay. The undertaking may fail in many 
instances; and a wasteful prodigality in spending 
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the money so obtained must be expected in all. 
Yet these constitate a part of the State debts for 
the payment of which Congress will be called on 
te provide. : 

Such are the representatives of the State debts. 
These are what the States have rcatized in ex- 
change for their sterling bonds and sterling interest. 
The best of the banks are doing but little; the be-t 
of the roads and canals are hardly paying repairs, 
management, and interest. The mass of these ia- 
stitutions and works may be thus character.2-d: 
Barren banks, which cannot lend; suspend:d 
banks, which will not pay; broken banks, which 


| cannot pay; unfinished roads and canals, which are 


useless; finished ones, which are either bringing 
their owners in debt, cr barely paying the expense 
of repairs, the cost cf management, and interest 
upon the outlay. This is their condition. Their 


| value at home is shown by the thermometer of the 


stock market, where they range at all the degrees 
below par, down to the fieezing point of zero. In 


! Europe, although backed by the credit of Siats, 


they rate from one-half to three-fourths of their 
nominal value; and this is the stock which the Fe- 
deral Government is to be called upon to raise to 
par, or above it, for the benefit of the holders in 
Europe, while the representatives of this steck in 
America—the banks, the rads, and the canals— 
are to remain as they are, or to be galvanized in'o 
a new fit of ephemeral animation, by the battery of 
new detts, contracted abroad. It is for this that 
the assumption is to be claimed—no, not the a:- 
sumption—ihat word will not be used here. The 


pen of Mr. Jefferson has stamped upon it an im- 


mortality of infamy, and it will not be repea:ed 
here. The public lands will be invoked fer that 
purpose; and, by this indirection, the na'iona! do- 
main will virtually be presented as a gift to the 
capitalists of Europe; and not to the cap talists 
enly, but to the stockjobbing fry also—that p:sti- 
lential spawn of the funding and paper systems— 
which, having so often mastered the Parliament of 
Great Britain, are next to try their hand on the 
Congress of the United States. A diversion of the 
national domain to the payment ‘of these debts, 
would immediately raise them far above par— 
would be a present of 50 or 60 cents on the dollar, 
and of 50 or 60 millions in the gross—to the fo- 
reign holders, and, virtually, a present of so much 
public Jand to them. Itis in vain for the bill to 
say that the proceeds of the lands are to be divided 
among the States, The indebted States will deliver 
their portion to their credi:ors; they will send it to 
Europe; they will be nothing but the Receivers 
General and the Sub-Treasurers of the bankers and 
s‘ockjebbers of London, Paris, and of Amsterdam. 
The proceeds of the sales of the lands will go to 
them. The hard money, wrung from the hard 
hand of the West rn cultivator, will go to these fo- 
reigners; and the whole influence of these foreign- 
ers will be immediately directed to the enhance- 
meat of the price of our public lands, and to the 
prevention of the passage of all the laws wh ch go 
to graduate their price, or to grant pre-emptive 
rights to the settlers. ' 

Let us now take a rapid view of the evils of this 
assumption, disguised as it may be with the cloak 
of the national domain revenue for distribution, or 
with the drapery of a surplus revenue for division, 
or deposite, among the States. I have already 
grouped into a single assemblage of features the 
more prominent and palpable of these evils, and 
shall not stop to dilate minutely upen them now. 
The bare presentation of the picture is enough to 
fill the mind with the most painful an3 disquieting 


` apprehensions. What more revolting than to con: 
| pel the non-indebted States to incur burthems for 


others which they have refused to incur for them. 
selves? What more shocking than this? Yet such 
is the proposition, disguise it as you may, which is 
to be brought before us. Fourteen of the States 
only areindebted for internal improvements; for 
four of those whose names are on the indebted list 
owe nothing on that head. Maine, Mis<ouri, 
Mississippi, and Arkansas, owe nothing for roads 
and canals, to which Louisiana might be added; 
for she owes but a trifle on that head, litle mere 
than half a million of dollars. Here, then, are 
thirteen Sta‘es which are in delt fer internal im- 
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provements, the only kind of debts now proposed 
1o be provided for, and thirteen which are not; and 
te proposition will be to make them alleven by 
lunzing the whole into the same degree of debt. 
t would be rather too monstrous to require the 
thirleen non-indebted to assume the one-half of 
the debts of the other thirteen. 
rather outrageous. A different turn must, there- . 
fore, be given to the scheme; and the non-indebted 


States seduced into debt to an equal amount with |. 
the cthers, and then the whole of the States made | 
: would swallow up the whole resources of the 


payma ter for the whole of the debis. This is ‘the 


fins scheme which is now to occupy usy-and a na- | 


tional debt of three hundred millions created at - 
once (for that is the sum computed to be wanting) 


That would be |: 
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the whole; and now I oppose any connection, dis- 
guiged as it may be, with the State debts, on the 
same ground. Touch them, and we embrace them; 
put our finger to the work, and the shoulders fol- 
low; give them the proceeds of the public lands, and 
from that moment you have given the whole 
revenues and the who'e credit of the United States. 
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u 
} bills a few years ago, and the deposite bill of 1836, 


You have given all,in giving any thing; for all the | 


rest wua'd follow. Custom-house revenue and 
Treasury nutes would soon be called in to supply 
the deficiency of the land revenue; and new deb's 


Un‘on. 
What more unwise and more unjust than to 
ontract debts on long time, as some of the States 


to equalize the condition of the States in point of |; have done, thereby invading the rights and mort 
indebtedness. That which is now one hundred || gaging the resources of posterity, and loading un- 


millions on thirteen of the States, is to be made 
three hundred millions on the whole; and these 
three hundred millions are to constitute the starting 
point of a new national debt, and the kernel of the 
new National Bank. Truly, we are but at the 
commencement of the “CREDIT SYSTEM.” 

What can be more obvious than thatdiversion of 
the land revenue from national to State purposes, 
will create a necessity for loans, or taxes, or issues 
of Treasury notes, to supply the place of the funds 
so diverted? The lands now produce six or seven 
millions annually, and, with a reduction of price, 
will produce an increased sum to meet the deficien- 
cies of the custom-house revenue in the two last 
years of the compromise, which are now at hand. 
Both lands and customs barely meet the demands 
of the Government at this time; what then must 
be the state of the revenue ia 1841 and 1842, if 
thrown exclusively upon the customs, then under- 
going their last reduction, and sunk to an ad valo- 


rem duly of 20 per cent? Doubtless the revival _ 


of a heavy tar: must ensue; and this is so obvious 


to every observer, that it mast be assumed to be |: 


one of the objects of diverting the land revenue 
from Federal to State purposes, 

‘What can be more demoralizing, more ruinous, 
and more destructive, not only to our Federal po- 
litical system, but to the social and moral system 
itself, than to allow the States to create deb‘s for 
their own purposes, and then club together and 
throw the payment of these debts on the Federal 
Government? What more fatal than this? The 
restraint upon the creation of debt is the obliga- 
tion to pay it. Remove that restraint—separate 


the characters of contractor and payer—and all || 


the barriers of economy, moderation and safety are 
broken down. The States are stimulated into 
debts which the Union is to pay; and the precedent 
once set, must be rapidly followed up by new debts . 
onthe part of the States, and new assumptions 
on the part of the Union. We begin with provid- 
ing for internalimprovement debts; quickly those 
incurred for banks are added. Then fellow all 
those contracted for “other s,” even the se- 
curity debts incurred-by loans of credit to compa- 
nies, corporations, and individuals, no matter how 
unwisely incarred, how extravagantly applied, and 
how wastefully squandered. 

Touch these State debts in any way, no matter 
how-—put your hand to the work in any form that 
you please—and from that moment you are in for 
the whole; from that moment you assume the ulti- 

‘Mate payment. Thus it was with the debt of this 
District, incurred for the Chesapeake and Ohio 


Canal. We passed an act in 1828, to enable the |, 


District to borrow the meney. The sagacious men 
of this body—-Mr. Macon, Mr. Van Buren, and 
others—opposed the act, upon the ground that the 
agent of the District would go abroad with that act 
in bis hand, and show it to foreign capitalists; and 
although it contained no promise on oor part to 
guaranty the payment, yet the United States would 
become involved in the transaction, and ultimately 
have to pay it all; and thus it happened. That 
debt, interest, and all, is now. assumed by the 
United States. I was one of the few who opposed 
it, thanks to my association with Macon and Ran- 
-dolph, from whom I learnt my leading principles in 
political economy. I opposed that act, giving 
authority to this District to borrow meney ‘for the 
canal, on the ground that it would involve vs in 
the transaction, and ultimately make us liable for 


born generations with debts not their own? What 


more unwise than all this, which several of the | 


States have done, and which the effort now is to 
make all do? Besides the ultimate buithen in the 
shape of final payment, which is intended to fall 
upon posterity, the present burthen is incessant in 
the shape of annual interest, and falling upon each 
generation, equals the principal in every periodical 
return of ten or adozen years. Few have calcu- 
lated the devouring effect of annual interest on 
public debts, and considered how soon it exceeds 
the principal. Who supposes that we have paid 
near three hundred millions of interest on our late 
national debt, the principal of which never 
rose higher than one hundred and twenty-seven 
millions, and remained but a year or two at that? 
Who supposes this? Yet it is a fact that we have 
paid four hundred and thirty-one millions for prin- 


| of the 
| them must rot down on their foundations be- 


| 
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as theory for our guide. The land distribution 
begat such a spirit in Congress, that all the forufi- 
cat.on bil's were lost for several years, and one 
of them actualiy sunk betwecn the Houses, after 
passing the Sena'e, by having a new deposte bill 
fa-tened upon il; and a bill for the repeal of three 
millions of dollars of taxes, including the salt tax, 
was aiso lost, while the complaint of the Treasury 


+ Was an excessive revenue, aud a surplas for which 


there was no use! 


Who cannot see that the diversion of the land 
revenue from the Federal Treasury is to be at- 
tended with the immediate revival of the high pro- 
tective tariff, falling unequally on different parts 
of the Union, and most heavily on the planting, 


u graia growing, and provision raising S:ates? and 


i cipal and interest of that debt; so that near three | 


hundred millions, or near double the maximum | 
amount of the debt itself, must have been paid in | 


_ interest alone; and this at a moderate interest va- | 


rying from three to six per cent. and payable at 


: home. Some of the States, on the contrary, engage ` 


| to pay six or seven per cent. in London, which ; 


' must require a levy of nine or ten percent. from 
| their citizens to raise and remit to the place of pay- 
; ment. The States counted on seeing this interest 
: paid, and the debt itself ultimately redeemed, by 
: the profits of the banks, the roals, canals, and 
' jobbing companies, and projectors, for which and 
| for whom they were contracted. Vain and illu- 
| sory expectation! A few of the works may yield 
a profit, and realize the calculaticn made 
upon them; but as to the mass of these 
undertakings, they must sink upon the hands 
States. As to the banks, most of 


fore the bonds are due upon which they were 
built; and as to the jobbers and projectors to whom 


| the State credit was lent, most of them, when they 


have squandered the money fer which the bonds 


| wece sold, will quietly leave the State to pay both 


principal and interest. Such is the improvidence 
of lending State credit, and contracting debts upon 
longtime, and throwing their payment upon un- 
bora generations. And this is what sixteen of our 
States have been doing, and what it is proposed to 
make the whole twenty-six now do. The British 
national debt owes its existence entirely to this 
policy. It was but a trifle in the beginning of the 


last century, and might have been easily paid dur- 
ing the reigns of the fitstand second George; but 
the policy was to fand it, that is to say, to pay the 


interest anovally, and send down the principal to - 


posterity; and the fruitof that policy is now seen 
ina debt of four thousand five hundred millions 
of dollars, two hundred and fifty millions of ane 
nual taxes, with some millions of peop!e without 
bread, while an army, a navy, and a police, suffi- 
cient to fight all Europe, is kept under pay, to hold 
in cheek and subordination the oppressed and 
plundered ranks. of their own populaticn. And 
this is the example which the transferrers of the 
State debt would have us to imitate, and this the 
end to which they would bring us! 

What can be more plain than that, in providing 
for these debts of the States, we beget a spirit 
which must constantly cater for the means of new 
distributions, by keeping down necessary appropria- 
tions, and keeping up unnecessary taxes? Of this 
we have experience for . our instruction, as well 


who dces not see that the revival of that tariff is to 


give the highest discontent to the cverburthened 


parts of the Union, and excite in their bosoms 
a deep and just degree of dissatisfaction? 


‘Who so blind as not to see the disastrous conse- 
quences of bringing the States to the foois‘ool ot 
the Federal Government, to receive supples from 
the public Treasury? Wasteful extravagance in 
their expenses, with ultimate abject dependence on 
the Federal head, with consolidation in its train, is 
one alternative of the consequences which presents 
itself; annihilation of the Federal head, by the loss 
of its revenues and property, which might be de- 
voured by the States, is the other alternative of the 
same disastrous consequences. It may be a ques- 
lion which would occar—whether the States would 
be swallowed up by the Federal head, or whether 
the Federal head would be devoured by the States; 
most probably the latter; but one of them inevita- 
bly; and the result would te the same to our pre- 
sent frame of Government, be it which it might. 
We have enccuntered and surmounted many dar- 
gers; we have gone through many perils which 
tried the strength of our federative system; but of 
all the dangers we have surmounted, of all the 
trials we have gone through, there are none, in my 
opinion, which can compare with the perilous ex- 
a of supplying the States out of the Federal 

reasury. 


~ Who dces not see the new and fearful impulse 
which the assumption of the State debts, or a pro- 
vision for their payment out of the general funds, 
most give to the delusive and destructive career uf 
the paper system? Already in a state of frightful 
overaction, the votaries of that system deem no- 
Wing done while the Federal Government is free 
from its vortex. With nine hundred banks to 
emit paper money; with six hundred millions of 
authorized bank capital; with more tian one thou- 
sand millions of stecks of all sorts; with five hun- 
dred banks in a state of suspension; with one hun- 
dred millions of depreciated bank paper, including 
post notes; with two hundred millions borrowed by 
eighteen States from Europe; with twenty-eight * 
millions received on depesite from the United 
States; with a mammoth bank of thirty-five mi- 
lions, chartered for thirty years, the identical per- 
sonification of the credit system, with its two 
bankruptcies in two years, its first duty to foreign- 
ers and its Jast to its own country, exporting ship 
loads of specie to these foreigners while refusing 
shillings. to those who chartered it; with all this we 
are still at the commencement of tke paper credit 
system. A national debt and a national baak are 
the two pillars of “that system; and to obtain that 


- debt and that bank is now the main object of 


pressing the State debts upon the Federal Govern- 
ment. Let that object te accomplished; let a new 
national debt be created] and the new national 
bank grow out of it, and the credit system will 
quickly produce the fruits here which it has already 
borne in England, and where, in less than a cen- 
tury and a half, it bas raised a national debt from 
twenty-one millions five hundred and fifteen thou- 
sand seven hundied and forty-two pounds thirteen 
shillings eight pence and two farthings, es 
hundred. millions sterling; the annual 1axes ie 
four millions to forty-five millions sterling; | 
National Bank from one milon TO ad as z 
thousand pounds, to fourteen ; ’ 
conecnnanes of ‘the whole, has filled the country 
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with millionaries and beggars, with palaces and 
poorhouses. Give the credit system the new im- 
pulse which it seeks here, and it will soon supp.y 
our America with the fruits which it has borne in 
England. 

The effect of all this policy in begetting a pas- 
sion for periodical distributions of land revenue, or 
surplus revenue, or extensions of national credit, 
w.ll be to put the people of this Union into that 
road which the Remans entered when they com- 
menced a distribution of grain from the public 
granaries, and ended with putting up the consu!- 
ship to sale, and the diadem of empire to auction. 
It is a passion which grows on what it feeds, and 
becomes insatiate in proportion to what it devours. 
On this point we have the instruction of our recent 
experience to guide us, as wellas the suggestions 
of an enlightened forecast to warn us. I have 
already said that assumption is the child of distri- 
bution——the child of the projects and speeches for 
the distribution of land revenue or rurplus revenue 
—which have excited and tantalized the public 
mind for so many years past. I have said it was 
this which stimulated the States into improvident 
undertakings, rushed them headlong into heavy 
debts, and turned their eyes upon the national do- 
main, and the Federal Treasury, for succor and 
relief from their premature burthens. This is 

what I have said; and now look at the proof in 
the table of the progressive growth and increase of 
the State debts which I have already mentioned to 
you. Here it is. See it. From 1820 to 1825, 
when none of the di tribution schemes had been 
thought of in Congress, the amount of State debt 
incurred was only twelve mi'lions and three quar- 
ters, in five years—barely two and a half millions 
per annum—and this confined to the old and popu- 
lous States, whcs? resources were adequate to their 
undertakings, and whose means were equal to the 
payment of their contracts. In the next period of 
five years, from 1825 to 1830, the increase of the 
State debts was stii n the same slow and moderate 
proportion, and confined to the same class of States. 
Mr. Dickerson’s bill for the distribution of the 
surplus revenue was brought forward during this 
period; but its instant and peremptory condemna- 
tion by the Senate counteracted its influence, 
and prevented it from having the least efect in 
stimulating the expenditares of the States, or ex- 
citing the spirit of speculation; and the State debts, 
in these five years, only advanced thirteen and a 
half millions of dollars; being still at the moderate 
rate of little more than two and a half millions per 
annum. The third period from 1830 to 1835, was 
filled with bills and speeches for the distribution of 
land revenue, and majorities were fuund in both 
Houses of Congress to countenance the projects, 
and to inflarne the passions which they engendered. 
Then it was that speculation and State debt. re- 
ceived a powerful impulse, and the debts of the 
States made the gigantic stride ef forty millions in 
five years; being atthe rate of eight millions of 
dollars per annum. What was worse, some of the 
young States began to be infecied with the heresy 
that State debts were State blessings, and rashed into 
undertakings for which they were not ripe, and for 
which the credit system had to furnish the means. 
The fourth period—for I still quote from the in- 
valuable tables of Mr. Flagg—the fourth period 
only embraced three years and. a half, from 1835 
to 1837, and a part of 1838; but it covered the pe- 
riod of the cluster of bills for the distribution of the 
surplus revenue, as it was called, the seductive 
speeches in their favor, and the dazzling tables of 
distributive shares, which then filled this chamber, 
and which took the ultimate form of a deposite 
with the States. The State debts, in that delusive 
period, advanced one hundred and eight millions of 
dollars! counting the twenty-eight millions received 
from the United States, and the total advance was one 
-handred and thirty-eight millions! the progressive 
rate of increase being close on forty millions of dol- 
Jars per annum. This frightful career of debt in- 
volved in its course even the youagest and weakest 
States, and some of the Territories; and the result of 


the whole was a larger debt contracted in that brief - 


pericd by about one-half of the States, than the 
whole Union owed at the highest point of our-na- 
national debt for all its wars, and acquisitions of 


- of the individual States. 


` and 


State Debts—Mr. Benton. 


territory—the Revolutionary war, the Louisiana 
and Fiorida purchases, a!l inclusive! 

This is what came from stimulating the appetite 
of the States for public distributions; this is what 
came from turning their eyes upon the national do- 
main and the Federal Treasury for the payment of 
their debts. This is the fruit of our land bills, our 
distribution biils, and our deposite bills; and this is 
what I said would be their fruit, and a great deal 
more, during the many years that, almost “‘solitary 
and alone,” 1 made head against them on this floor. 
This being the result of our experience, what must 


_ be the effet of now surrendering the national do- 


main to the payment of these debts? Certainly to 
start the States again in a new career of debts, to 
excite them into extravagance, under the conviction 
that they are not to pay, and to bring them peri- 
odically upon Congress, with fresh demands, antil 
the national demain shall be exhausted, the Fe- 
deral Treasury emptied, and the credit of the Union 


reduced to contempt. 

I am willing to speak as gently as possible of this deposite 
act. I wrote its history in advance when Ispoke against it at 
the time of its passage—my friends, all except five, joined in 
passing it. 
mock evasion of the Constitution, and as a curse to the States 
which were to commence the practice of receiving supplies 
from the Federal Treasury. It is not my purpose to repeat 
what I then said, by way of self commendation, but it is perti- 
nent and profitable at present to look to the actual effect ofthis 
deposite act upon the States, how it inflamed some with the no- 
tion of inexhaustible supplies from the Federal Government; 
rushed them into debts for unnecessary, or unwise underta- 
kings; engendered a spirit of wasteful extravagance; and, in- 
stead of relieving the States from taxcs, has largely augmented 
the burthen of taxation. The States, most of them, are, be- 
yond all comparison, infinitely worse off now than they were 
before they received their unfortunate distribution from the Fe- 
deral Government. So I declared it would be when the act 
passed; so I declare it will be again, and worse, if we go on to 
supply them out of the Federal Treasury. Their relief. is in 
the resort to their own resources, and in the ECONOMY which 
such a resort begets and enforces. 

Sueh are the faint outlines of the misehiefs of this assump- 
tion, disguised and covered up as it may be with the cloak of 
distribution, or deposite. They are frightful and appalling, 
and must fill with apprehension the bosom of every friend to 
the harmony and duration of this Federal Union. But, frightful 
as they are, there is still another feature to be added to the 
picture, to increase its deformity, and to perfect its tile to un- 
mitigated horror and detestation. That feature is the crowning 
mischief of foreign interference and foreign influence! Every 
one knows that these State debts are due in Europe, where 
they constitute a stock which is sold from hand to hand, and 
which is greatly depreciated. The elevation of this stock to 
par, or above, is an object of the first magnitude with the 
present holders; and the way to elevate it is to extend its basis, 
and make it the debt of the whole,. instead of a part, of the 
Siates. Many private letters arriving from Europe had sug- 
gested this movement. Many agents, or emissaries, in the inte- 
reat of the foreign holdeis, had suggested it here. The whole of 
our citizens who visited Europe, especially those in public 
station, were sounded and consulted about it. Finally, things 
were ripe for a public revelation, and the authentic proposition 
for the assumption appeared, emanating from one of the most 
respectable banking houses in London, the head of which is the 


. present Chancellor of the British Exchequer, znd a peer of the 
The house. is that of the weil known | 


realm of Great Britain. 
Messrs. Baring, Brothers and Company, and the part of their 
letter which particularly relates to the assumption is this: 
“But if the whole scheme of internal improvements in the 
Union iş to be carried into effect on the vast scale, and with the 
rapidity lately projected, and by the means of foreign capital, a 
more comprehensive guarantee than that of individual States 
wili be required to raise eo large an amount in so short a time. 
A national pledge would undoubtedly collect capital together 
from all parts of Europe; but the forced sales ‘of loans made 
separately by ol the individual States in reckless competition, 
through a number of channels, render the terms more and more 


(as reliance is almost exclusively placed on the London mar- 
ket) produce temporary mischiefhere, by absorbing the floating 
capital, diverting money from regular business, deranging 
banking operations, and producing an unnatural balance of 
trade against this country. It would seem, therefore, asif most 
of the States must either pause in the execution of their works 


be adopted.” 

Such are the termsof this important letter; very delicately 
expressed, the proposition hypothetically predicated, and the 
ebject handsomely veiled with the seductiveshow ofan accom- 
modation and favor to the United States. Nothing could be 
more unceptionabie than the language in which these bankers 
have brought forward their scheme; but it 1s for usto look at 
the object distinctly, which they faintly disclose This object 
is nothing more nor less than for the United States to become 
bound, in any way they please, for the payment of the debts 
It is a great object with these bank- 
ers, and with the capitalists of London, Paris, and Amsterdam. 
The debts are of greatamount; they are greatly depreciated; 
and they are due from parties which present the anomaly of 
being neither sutable nor coercible, though able to contiact, 
merally bound te comply with their contracts. The 
sources ofthe expected means of payment, namely, the profits 
from banking, road making, and canal making, must faii with 
many; and while eventual and full compliance with their bonds 
may be expected from all, yet a literal and punctual discharge 
of their obligations must fail on the part of some. All this is 
known, seen, and felt in Europe: hence the, depreciation of the 
stocks, and hence the natural desire to obtain the guarantee of 
a party, less anomalous in character, more abundant in means 
and mote perfect in credit. The object is great; the party inter 
ested in the application is powerful; success to them is worth 


I denounced it as a disguised distribution, as a ` 


onerous for all, lower the reputation of American credit, and . 


of improvement, or some general system of combination must . 


: into the interests of foreign powers. 
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many ten millions of dollars; and to have success, they must 
operate upon the public opinion, and upon the legislation of 
this country. They must goto the press, to the electons, to the 
State Legislatures, and to the Congress of the Union. They 
must operate at all points, upon the individual citizens, and 
upon the constituted authorities; and they must operate by the 
means, and the only means, known to the moneyed power. 
Here then is a case of foreign interference in our affairs, and 
of foreign influence in our councils, Lore dangerous to the 
purity and stability of our inat:tutions, and more to be dreaded 
by us, than the forcible invasion of our country by fore'zn 
fleets andarmies. Itis acase in which an ass, loaded with guj, 
s more to be dreaded than the war-horse, whose neck is 
clothed with thunder. 

I do not dilate upon the evils of a foreigninflueuce. They 
ate written upon the historical page of every free Govern- 
ment, from the most ancient to the most modern; they are 
among those most deeply dreaded, and most sedulously guard- 
ed against by the founders of the American Union. The Con- 
stitution itself contains a special canon directed against thera. 
To prevent the possibility of this foreign influence, every spe- 
cies of foreign connection, dependence, or employment, is con- 
stitutionally forbid to the whole list of our public functionaries, 
The inhibition is express and fundamental, that “no person 
holding any office of profit or trust under the United Slates 
shall, without the consent of Congress. accept of any present, 
emolument, office, or title, of any kind whatever, from uny 
king prince, or foreign State.” All this was to prevent any 
foreign potentate from acquiring partisans or influence in our 
Government—to prevent our own citizens from being seduced 
e n . Yet, to what purpose all 
these constitutional provisions against petty sovereiguties, if 
we are to invite the moneyed power which is able te subsidize 
kings, princes, and potentates; if we are to invite this new and 
master power into the bosom ofour councils, give it an interest 
in controlling public opinion, in directing Federa] and State le- 
gislation, and in filling our cities and seats of Government with 
its insinuating agents, and its munificent and lavish representa- 
tives? To what purpose all this wise precaution against the 
possibility of influence from the most inconsiderable German 
or Italian prince, if we are to invite the combined bankers of 
England, France, and Holland, to take a position in our legis- 
Jative halls, and by a simple enactment of a few words, to con- 
vert their hundreds of millions into a thousand millions, and to 
take a lease of the lahor and property of our citizens for genera- 
tions to come. The largest moneyed operation which we ever 
had with any foreign power, was that of the purchase of Lou- 
isiana from the Great Emperor. That was an affair of fifteen 
millions. It was insignificant and contemptible, compared to 
the huadredsof millions for which these bankers are now upon 
us. And are we, while guarded by the Constitution against 
influence from an Emperor and fifteen millions, to throw our- 
selves open to the machinations of bankers, with their hun- 
dreds of millions? 

It is not the Constitution only, but the whole early history 
of our Government which is full of this jealousy and precau- 
tion against foreign influence. Our Government went into ope- 
ration with a contest upon this point, and with a division of po- 
litical parties upon it. The Federalists and the Democracy 
divided upon it; the former headed by General Hamilton, the 
latter by Mr. Jefferson. To impose upon us the funding sys- 
tem, the paper system, the banking system, the credit system 
of England, was the aim of one ofthe parties; to prevent these 
impositions wastheaim of the other. One party pushed all 
these systems, with a natienal debt and a National Bank for 
their basis; the-other labored to preserve the hard money Go- 
vernment which had been made by hard money men; and to 
prevent that imitation of the British systems, and that connec- 
tion with these systems, and dependence upon them, which 
must end in subjecting us to the pecuniary as well as political 
influence of the English. The Federalists prevailed. Tho 
genius of Hamilton, and his position at the head of the Treasu- 
ry, gave him the victory. The British systems were all im- 
posed upon us, and the result has been precisely what 
was foreseen by the Democracy forty-five and fifty years 
ago. We have become the victims of those whose institutions 
we copied; and thirty years’ convulsion of our moneyed system 
attests the miserable subjection to which we have been reduced. 
The infamous and traitorous sentiment that our first duty ts to 
foreigners, has beceme the sentiment of enough tu make it the 
action ef the country, and to make the Federa) Government, 
the State Governments, and the people, the victim of itstrea- 
sonous consequences. From this sentiment it results that our 
banks are to be broken just asoften as it is necessary to break 
them, to save the banks in England; that our gold and silver 
must be exported,and our Government and our citizens deprived 
of specie for marketing, for postages, for travelling expenses, 
or for taxes, just fas often and just as long as the English 
require our hard money to be sent to them; that all our: mo- 
neyed operations must be made to depend on the news which 
the next English steamer may bring out; and that the price of 
property, labor, and produce, must be made to rise and fall all 
over the United States precisely as orderedand directed by the 
moneyed power in London. Our President has faithfully de- 
picted this state of degradation, subjection and injury, in that 
partof his message in which hesays that our our money sys- 
tem has its centre in London; that all our banks are linked 
together by a chain of dependence whieh ends there; that not 
only the great cities, but the remote villages of the interior, 
are linked to this chain; that the establishment of a new 
bank in the most distant village of our Union imme- 
diately places the business of that village within the influ- 
ence ofthe money power of England; and that the result of the 
whole is the periodical convulsions and bank suspensions to 
which we are subject, and the establishment of a dangerous 
foreign influence in our bosom. These are the declarations of 
the President; and these declarations we all know to be a fanh- 
ful history of what we suffer. We know the curse of our 
country at this moment, its broken banks, depreciated paper 
money, and sickening demoralization, is the effect of our sub- 
jection to the moneyed oligarcby in England; and that subjection 
is the fruit of our copying her delusive systems —her paper 
system and funding system—near fifiy years ago. Since the 
revival of the Democratic party, we have been endeavoring 
to throw off this subjection, and return to the hard money 
system created for us by the hard money men who framed 
what they intended to be a hard money Government. We 
have made some progress towards this return to the true prin- 
ciples of our Government, when we find ourselves beset by 
the danger of falling into greater subjection than ever. About 
one-half of the States have linked themselves to the chain 
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whose end is in London; and the moneyed power in Lon 
Siae the opportunity to increase the strength and weight of 

| the chain, by linking all the rest of the States to it. This is the 
` gruggle that is now before us, and in which foreign capital- 


its must find so greata temptation to interfere, and in which - 


hey count on the aid ofthe indebted States to involve the others, 
ani the whole Union, in their own unfertunate condition. 

To make head against all these evils, while we are able to do 
m; tostifle foreign interference in ite cradle; to repulse the in- 
sitious approach of assumption in the disguise of a land reve. 


nued is.ribution; to enable ourseives to goon with the appro- | 


iate business of Congress, I think it mght to anticipate the 
rack, anil to put an end to hope and future heel by adopting 
resolutions of the tenor and character which 1 have ha 
honor to offer, , d 

Mr. President, in conclusion, permit me to turn one word to- 


the ` 


wards myself for the sake of doing justice to others. Among A 


those events of my life for which I have reason to be thankful, 
was the circumstance of being admitted into the intimacy and 
friendship of Nr. Macon and Mr. Randolph at my entr nee into 
this body. I livedin the same house for many years with these 
| two illustrious sages and patriots, and from them I learnt to ab- 
| hor the paper system of England, fastened upon us by General 
Hamilton, and to venerate the hard money Goverament framed 
for ua by our ancestors, and taken from us by the Federalists of 
near fifty years ago. Our Constitution was pushed from her 
foundations as she went intooperation; she was pushed off the 
solid rock of hard money, where our ancestors anchored her, 
and plunged into the tempestuous ocean of paper. It has been 
tossed near fifty years in that ocean; but is now settling back to 
her okt foundations. The administrations of Jackson and 
, Van Boren are bringing her back; and all my labors now—all 
my labors for many years—have been directed to that consum- 
mation, and to the relief of our country from its degrading, ru- 


innus, and demoralizing dependence:on the destructive and de- 


lusive paper system of Great Britain. 

| which now binds usto the footstool of the moneyed power of 
Londoa—at all events to prevent that chain from being made 
heavier and stronger—is one o' the objects of submitting these 
resolutions; and I invoke forthem, and for what I have said in 
their support, the candid consideration of the Senate and the 
ccuntry. 

The question being on the adoption of the reso- 
lutions, 

Mr. GRUNDY thought that the qnestion should 
be taken on each proposition separately, and asked 
fcr the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. LUMPKIN rose and said: 

Mr. Presipent: I am prepared, here or else- 
where, to express mv concurren ein the doctrines 
ard principles embraccd in the resolutions of the 
Senator fiom, Missouri, [Mr. Benroy,] and I have 
listened to the Senator’s speech with much interest 
and general approbation. 

Iconsider the movement of the Senator upon 
this subject well-timed; it meets at the threshold a 
dangerons and unnatural connection, which has 
been anticipated in certain quarters, between the 
Federal and State Governments. 

Sir, in the language of the first resolu'ion, I be- 
leve “that there is nothing in the Constitution cf 
the United States which can au'‘horize the legisla- 
tre ower of the Unionto assume the debts of 
the States which have teen contracted for local 
and States purposes.” S.r, said Mr. L. the valne, 
the beauty, the harmeny and the perpetuity of our 
good form of government depends upon a rigid 
and strict adherence to the letter and spirit of the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Let the States as well as the Federal Govern 
ment move on in their respective spheres of consti- 
tutional action, without encroachment on either 
side, or creating connections and relations, the ten- 
dency of which will eventuate in weakening and 
diminishing the power and sovereignty of the 
States, Let the States, in the management of 
their State policy and local concerns, look to and 
rely upon theic Own resources, and never, from 
any temporary considera'ion or embarrassment, be 
inluced to supplicate this Government for pecuni- 
ary aid, which wiil result in impairing that lofty 
sprit of self-reliance and independence which is 
absolutely necessary to high self-respect. Sir, the 

Magnitude of the danger of that policy which it is 
the object of the Senator from Missouri to guard 
*ga'nst, can scarcely be exaggerated. 

If it be once conceded that the Federal Govern- 
ment has the right to levy and collect money from 
the people, for the porpcse of distribution amongst 


To break the chain. 


the several States, then, indeed, is the power of this | 


Government unlimited; nothing will be left to the 
Btates worth contending for. Such a mea-ure 
Would inundate our whole system. Instead of this 
ernment deriving its power of taxaticn from 
the States, the States, under such a system of dis- 
bation, would become the mere suppliants of this 
vernment, and at the same time the o'gans to 
lax, harrass, and oppress the people. I trust that 
People of the United States will never te 
kmpted or deluded with the idea that the Federal 


“same session? If it can, then no question at all can 
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Government can or ovght to meddie with State 
debts in any manner whatever. An assumption of 
the State debts by the Federal Government, either 
as principal or endorser, I should consider the har- 
binger of all the great evils so ably set forth by che 
Senator from Missouri. 

But, sir, while I so cordially approve of the dec- 
tr:nes embraced in the Senator's resolutions, yel, 
as regards the argumentative form given to the re- 
solutions, Į entertain opinions and feelings which 
incline me to desire some modification of these re- 
solutions, before the vote of the Senate shall be re- 
corded on their passage. I am not prepared or 
disposed to controvert the correciness of the reason- 
ing embraced in the resolutions. Nevertheless, I 
thnk the more appropriate action of the Senate 
would be an expression of cpinion on the subject 
matter of the resolutions, which will be found in 
the first two, and omit passing upen the re‘crcnees 
and conclusions drawn from the subject matter. 
Therefore, sir, I shall move to lay these resolutions 
on the table for the present, in order to afford time 
for reflection cn the subject. 

In making this motion, said Mr. L. I will repeat 
my decided approval of the general views and prin- : 
ciples of the Senator from Missouri, as embraced 
ia both his resolutions and speech, and assure him 
of my hearty co-operation in a'l measures calcu- 
lated to restrict the legislation of Congress to its prc- ; 
per constitutional sphere. | 


REMARKS OF MR. RHETT; 
Or Sourn CAROLINA, * 
In the House of Representativks, December 17, 1839— 
On the New Jersey electign, and in reply io Mr. | 
Wise. an 7 
[The subjoined sketch of the verbarks of Mei RaErTr, in reply 
to Mr. Wiss, on the New Jersey case, on phe i7th December, 
have been in our hands ever sinc that tigfe, but hitherto with- 
held from pu`lication until Mr. eech, to which they 
replied, should have had its pla columns. Mr. Wisr’s 
ted his yet finishing the 
st no longer to withhold 


Mr. RHETT entered at large into a course of 
recrimination towards Mr. Wisg, and in ‘defence of 
his own course. He had, a few days ago, inquired 
of the Chair whether the ordinary parliamentary 
rules were of force in the House; and, upon being 
answered in the affirmative by the Chair, he re- 
ferred -to the rule, as applicable to this case, which 
prescribes ihat, when a question is lost, no question 
substantially the same can be submitted at the 
same session. Neither the rule nor its applicability 
to the present case had been denied hy any one, ex- 
cepting upon the ground that, when the previous 
resolution of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Wise] had been lost, we were no House of Re- 
presentatives, anJ, therefore, the determination of 
it was of no effect. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Apams] had, indeed, quoted the case 
of Claiborne and Gholson, in which, ata subsequent |! 
session of Congress, the decision of a previous ses- 
sion had been overruled. This is very gocd par- 
liamentary law, but it has no application to the 
case. The question is not whether Congress, at 
one session, can overrule the dec's op cf a previous 
session, but the ques'ion is, can the jucgment of 
the House, once pronounced, be overruled at the 


be considered as settled in its course of bus‘ne:s; | 
and the same question can te made as ofien as the 
temper or capiice of individuals may suggest, to 
the total interruption cf the whole business of the 
country. 

But the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Apams] says that, not to vote fur a reso'ution, if 
we deem its pr-nciple right, bec:use it kas been 
previous'y rejected, is tally in’efeusible on any 
moral priciples—it wil! be c. untenancing or a'd- 
ing wrong. Of course, every gent'eman will act 
upon h's own views of morali'y and justice. But, 
he would ask, was it immoral to observe parlia- 
mentary ru'es? and was it no wrong to otters—to 
the thousands of claiman’s who are ready to pti- 
tion this Houze—to the whole body of the peorle, 
whose Representatives we are, to be entertaining, 
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aga'n and again, t the exclus‘on of far we ghtier 
matier, a question already decided by the House? 
The propriety of refusing to aid any longer in the 
agi'ation of this subject will depend on the fact 
whether we were competent to decide the question 
when we did. Were we then the House of Re- 
presentatives? If we were nct, gentemen are put 
into the strange ab-urdity of having ag tated this 
subject for three weeks before a tribunal which 
had no authority to decide it—of havirg invoked 
its judgment again and again; and, in the act of 
invokirg thes: judgments, terming it “the House 
of Representatives.” Even in the resolution on 
which the question was at last decided, we were 
terme! “the House of Represertatives”—the whole 
body of the Opposit’on, with him el’, vcting for it. 
How is such a conrse reconcilable with the suppo- 
sition that these gentlemen believed that we were 
rota House until a Speaker was elected, and the 
members were sworn in? ` They must have belie vel, 
in common with himself, that we were the House of 
Representatives; not competent, indeed, to pass laws, 
but as compe.ent as we ever could be to determine 
who were our members, for the purposes of organi- 
zation. In pursuance of such powers, the whole 
House—both parties—acted. One gentleman [Mr. 
Nay.ok] was admitted to take his seat; five others 
from New Jersey were refused their seats. It is an 
fter-thoug ht—that we were not the House of Re- 
presentatives——arising in. the minds of gentlemen, 
uncer new party aspects. Mr. Rastr said that, in 
the first instance, by the resolution he had proposed, 
which was adopted by the House, he had ascerted 
that.we were the House of Representatives, and 
should “hear and adjudicate” upon the claims to 
the con’estants of seats upon this flocr. In pursu- 
ance of this resolution, the House did “hear and 
adjudicate” upen the claims of the five New Jersey 
gentlemen claiming their seats by virtue of the Go- 
vernor’s commission. He voted for taeir taking 
their seats. Ifany wrong is done them, he had no 
agency in the deed; but now he would not sustain 
any further agitation onthe subject. He would 
act upon the principle of the parliamentary rule. 
We were now organized. A Speaker capable of 
appointing committees, by which the whole subject 
could be investigated, was in the Chair, Why 
should not the whole matter be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Privi'eges and Elections, which will, in 
afew days, be appo'n'ed, and the business of the 
country be allawed.to go on? Indeed, this was the 
course implied in the very resolution of the gentle- 
man from Vitginia, [Mr. Wisz,} on which they 
were refused their seats. Tne resolution is in the 
following words: st 

“ Resolved, That the credentials of the following members, 
John B. Aycrigg, John P. B. Maxwell, Wiliam Halsted, 
Charles C. Stratton, and Thomas Jones Yorke, are sufficient to 
entitle them to take their seats in this House, leaving the ques- 


tion of contested election to be afterwards decided by the 
House.” 


Now here it is proposed te determine the present 
rightsof thee gentlemen, and that aflerwards the 
question of contested e'ection should be determined 
in the House. 

Mr. R. said he voted for this resolution, under 
the faith that the present cccuparcy of the seats 
was to definitively settled, and,as to the rest, it 
was to bea matter “of contested election in the 
House.” This is the plain meaning cf the resolu- 
tion. - But what was the conrse of gentlemen? 
Why, sosoon aswe electa. Speaker, and are in 
the House organ ‘zed, a question, not “of contested 
election,” but of immediate membership, is raised, 
by proposing that the gentlemen from New Jersey 
who hold the Governor’s commission should be 
sworn in as members of the House. This course 
isnoton.y contrary to parliamentary rule, but is 
direc:ly contiary to the faith of the resolution, by 
which th-ir rights were determined. He wovld 
not follow wherever others choise to kad. He 
would stand to the resolution, 

The gentleman frem Massachusetts over the 
way, (Mr. Brices,] ccntinued Mr. Ruetr, had 
charged him with inconsistency in expres-ing the 
opi: ion that, according to parliamentry rule, the 
question of the New Jersey seats teirg de terpen 
a'h:-ugh the same question cou'd not be Paan 
again, yet the matter could, nevertheless, te ee 
to the Cc mmitteg of Privi'eges and a oA 
the gentlemen had only recollected the resolution 
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for which he voted, he would not have made this 
charge. By that resolution, although proposing to 
determine or the time that the gentlemen holding 
the commission from the Governor should take 
their seats, there was an express reservation that, 
asa “question of contested election,” it should be 
considered in the House after it was organized. If 
there had been no such reservation, undoubtedly, 
accordingly to the parliamentary principle he had 
laid down, the matter, if then fully determined, 
could not have been reterred in the House. There 
would then have been inconsistency in saying that 
it could be referred to the Committee of Privileges 
and Elections; but with the resolution before him, 
for which the gentleman voted, and whi¢h he ought 
to have known, the charge of ineghsistency is 
without the least foundgtion. 


ARMED OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 


In Senate, Monday, January 
the objections of Messrs. 
and STRANGE. 
Mr. BENTON, in r to the various gentlemen 

who had spoken against the bill, and in conclusion 

of the deba'e, said that he would begin with re- 
moving s»me brush and rubbish which had been 
collected aad piled up before him to obstract the 
progress, and to impede the passage, of the bill. He 
alluded to the three large grants to the Duke of 

Alagon, the Count of Panonrostro, and Don Pedro 

de Vargas, which had been brought into the discus- 

sion by the Senators from the two Carolinas, who 
had spoken against the bill, [Messrs. Preston and 

Srranae,] wko had invoked the ghosts of these 

grants, and represented them as valid titles, now 

owned by Amer can citizens, covering all the good 
jand in the peninsula of Florida, who would turn 
our settlers out of possession after they had pacified 
the country, and bring tre whole of them upon the 
Treasury of the United States for intemnity for 
their lost lands. All tbis was brush in the path, 
which Mr. B. would clear away before he proceed- 
ed to more serions work. All these grants, with 
their sinistrous consequences, were paraded before 
us to impede our march; byt they are nothing but 
scarec. ows—nothing but the skins of dead crows, 
stuffed and hung up to alarm the vision and shake 
the nerves of the living birds. These grants, sir, 
are all dead! D:ad many times over. Dead by 
treaty—dead by national law—dzad by inherent 
fraud—deal by imp ssidle conditions—dead by 
transfer to parties incapable of holding them. These 
are pretty comprehensive and bold assertions; but 
not more comprehensive than the facts admit, nor 
bolder than the truth requires. The grants are 
dead in every form in which they can be viewed; in 
every aspect und-r which they can be contemplated. - 

The 8th article of the tieaty with Spain for the ces- 

sion of the Floridas, contains, in the English Irans- 

lation, these words: 

“All grants made since the said Ath of January, 1818, when 
the first proposal, on the part of his Catholic Majesty, for the 
cession of the Floridas, was made, are hereby declared, and 
agreed to be, null and void.” 

This is tre Eoglish translation, as found in our 
version ofthe treaty. The Spanish text is still 


stronger, and runs in these words: 

“Todas las concesiones posteriores al 24 de Enero, 1818, en 
que fueron hechas les primeras proposiciones de parte de Bu 
Magestad Catolica para la cesion de las dos Floridas, convienen 
y declaran las dos altas partes ¢ontratantes que quedan anula- 
das y de ningun valor.” 

Such 


“Do remun annulled, and of no value.” 
are the terms of the annnlling clause in the treaty, 
and they are more than equivalent to our “null 
and void.” But either are sufficient; and we now 
come to the application of this claase to the grants; 
and that application is made by an operation in 
the exact sciences, being nothing but an exhibition 
and comparison of figures—figures, not of rhetoric, 
but of ar:thmetic. The annulling clause vacates 
all grants made after the 24th of January, 1818. 
The dates of the grants in question are: 

To the Duke of Alagon, February 6, 1818. 

To the Count of Punonrostro, February 6, 1818. 

To Don Pedro de Vafgas, Aprii 9, 1818. 

Thus all three of the grants are posterior to the 
24th of January, 1818; and, in the langaage of the 
Spanish text, remain annulled, and of no value. 

This would be sufficient, but it is not al’; the 
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royal ratification of the treaty returns to the same 


poiat, specifies these identical grants as the ones 
intend-d to be annulled by the eighth article, and 
declares them to remain invalid in the hands of the 
grantees, or their assigns. This is an extract from 
the King’s ratification: 

“Desirous at the same time of avoiding any doubt or ambi- 
guity concerning the meaning of the eighth article of the said 
treaty, in respect to the date which is pointed out in it as the 
period for the confirmation of the grants of lands in the Flori- 
das, made by me, or by the competent authorities in my royal 
name, which point of date was fixed in the positive understand- 
ing of the three grants of land made in favor of the Duke of 
Alagon, the Count of Pusonrostro, and Don Pedro de Vargas, 
being annulled by its tenor: I think proper to declare that the 
said three grants have remained, and do remain, entirely an- 
nulled and invalid; and that neither the three individuals men- 
tioned, nor those who may have title or interest through them, 


can avail themselves of the said grants at any time, or in any 
manner; under which explicit declaration the said eighth arti- 
cle is to be understood as ratified.” 

Such is the ratification of the King, Ferdinand 
the Seventh; and precisely conformable to it is 
that of the Senate and President of the Unied 
States. The ratification of the Senate, and the 
proclamation of President Monroe, refer to the 
special ratification of his Spanish Majesty, end 
bottom their act upen his. Such is the treaty, and 
the ratifications of the treaty, under which these 
grants are to be set ap in Florida, and to take 
some fifteen or twenty millions of acres of land 
Sach are the grants which are to be enforced in 
courts of justice! the judges in which are sworn to 
support a Constitution which declares a treaty “to 
be the supreme law of the land.” 

Dead by treaty, these grants are also dead by 
national law, and for inherent fraud. On the 24th 
of January, 1818, the King of Spain proposed to 
cede the Floridas to the United State’; and, in the 
months of February and April following, and 
before the cession is consummated, he cedes away 
the whole of the vacant land which the Floridas 
contain. Now, if not a wird on the treaty had 
been said on the subject, the whole of the grants 
so made would have been vo'd for fraud; and the 
King of Spain would have s‘dod before the world 
as having committed a fraud—as sel'ing with one 
hand what he was secretly giving away with the 
other. But the King committed no fraud. He 
signed the grants to some gentlemen of his house- 

hold; but he revealed and annulled them. He did 
not leave it to the world, to the judiciary, to the 
municipal law, to declare his grants null and void. 
He did himself what hozor and law required; and 
rebuked, at the same time, the insult offered to 
himself in the consideration pretexie to be given 
for the grants; for they all contained this false pre- 
text: “It being the interest of the crown that the 
uncultivated lands should be given to great capi- 
talists, in order that they may be pecp'ed and cul- 
tivated, from which flow the advantages peinted 
out by all politicians.” The crown had no longer 
any interest in peopling and cultivating the Flori- 
das; and so the consideration. suggested was false 
and frauaulent. 

Doubley dead, the grants are dead again upon 
their conditions which were impossible, and, with 
us, unconstitutional. A part of those conditions 
were to people and cultivate the country, and to 
promote agriculture and commerce; and for that 
purpcse to import negroes, and to import them free 
of duty: an importation which cannot be made 
under our Constitution. This is a clause in all the 
grants: 

“And in order that the said Duke of Alagon may forthwith 
earry his plans into execution, in conformity with my benefi- 
cent desires in favor of the agriculture and commerce of the 
said territories, which require a population proportioned to the 
fertility of the soil and the defence and security of the coas:s, he 
giving regular accounts of his proceedings; it being understood 
that the introduction of negroes, which the same cession com- 
Prehends, ought, so far as relates to the traffic in them, to be 
subject to the regulations prescribed in my royal cedula of the 
19:11 December [ast,”,—(which makesthe importation of slaves 
free from tax.) 

Here a part əf the conditions are impossible for 
any grantees to perform; such as peopling, culti- 
vating, and defending the country; and part are 
unconstitutional, and against laws and treaties, 
su:h as importing negroes: and the whole are false 
and fraudulent pretexts, because the cession of the 
country was depending, and was soon consum- 
mated. 

Three times dead in the hands of the grantees, 


these grants have another death to undergo in the 
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hands of the present claimants. They have all 
been transferred, and transferred to aliens. They 
were transferred, probably for litile or no cons:de- 
ration, from Spanish subjects, in whose hands they 
were nullified, to American ci'izens, who would be 
incapable of receiving the transfer if they had re- 
mained in full force. All countries, except with a 
few special exceptions, have fundamental laws 
against the capacity of aliens to hold lands within 
ther limits. Almost all nations have these laws: 
above all, Spain has them, and has inflexitly ap- 
p'ied them to her Amerisan possessions. Tnese 
possessions she has guarded from foreign intrusion 
with Cesberean vigilance; and a fundamental law 
of the Indies forbids the alienation of the soil, even 
by the King himself, to any but a Spanish subject 
anda Catholic. Even if valid then in the hands of 
the grantees, these grants wouid be invalid in the 
hands of their American claimants. 

Such is the invalidity of the grants which are 
paraded here to prevent a bill of national import- 
ance from passing; such the scare-crows which are 
to frighten the Sena'e from an act of useful and 
almost indispensable legislation. But I am not 
done with these grants yet. Invalid as they are, 
they contain monstrosities which make them ab- 
horrent to our judgment They were calcula‘ed to 
take allthe vacant land of the two Floridas; to 
sweep every acte which had been left by former 
concessions; and to convey to the grantees not 
merely principalities of territory, but to include 
bays, creeks and inlets; the mouths of great nav ga- 
ble rivers; large extents of sea coast; anda vast 
number of islands both in the Atlantic and in the 
Gulf of Mexico. Quch was the extravagance of 
these grants; and to justify this description of them, 
I will read their boundaries, and the rights which 
they proposed to convey. 

The Duke of Alagon was to have: 


“ Ali the uncultivated land not c:ded in East Florida, which 
lies between the rivers Saint Lucia and Sant John, as far as 
the mouths by which they empty themselves into the sea, and 
the coast of the Gulf of Florida, and the adjacent islands, with 
the mouth of the river Hijuelos, in the 26th degree of latitude ; 
following the left bank up to its source, drawing a line from 
Lake Macaco, thence descending by the way of the river St. 
John, to the Lake Valdes; crossing by another line from the 
extreme north of the lake to the sources of the river Amatima, 
following the right bank as far as its mouth in the 28th or 25th 
degree of latitude, (por los viente y ocho, u viente y cinco de 
latitud,) and running along the sea coast, with all the adjacent 
islands, up to the mouth of the Hijuelos; in full property to 
him and his heirs; allowing them also to import negroes, for 
the labor and cultivation of the lands, free of duties.’ 

The Count of Puncnrostro was to have: 

“All the waste lands not heretofore ceded in Florida, lying 
between the river Perdido, westward of the Gulf of Mexico, and 
the rivers Amaruja and Saint Johns, from Popa to the point 
where it empties into the ocean, for the eastern limit; and for 
the northern, the boundary line of the United States; and to 
the south, by the Gulf of Mexico, including the desert islands 
onthe coast.” ` 

Don Pedro de Vargas was to bave: 

“From the mouth of the river Perdido, and its bay in the Gulf 
of Mexico, following the sea coast, to ascend by the bay of 
Buen Socorro and of Mobile, continuing by the river Mobile 
till it touches the line of the United States, and descending by 
thatin aright line to the source of the river Perdido, and follow- 
ing the river Mobile in its lowest part, and the bay of that name, 
returns by the seacoast towards the west; comprehending all 
the creeks, entries, and islands adjacent which may belong to 
Spain at the present time, till it reaches on the west the line of 
the United States; then Teturaing by their northern line, com- 
prehending all the waste lard which belongs, or may belong, 
to Spain, and are in dispute or reclamation with the United 
States, according to the tenor of the treaties; and also all the 
waste land, not ceded to any otne individual, which is be- 
tween the river Hijuelos, in t Florida, and the river Saint 
Lucia, drawing a line from the source of one river to the source 
of the other, and following by the coast of Mexico from the 
mouth of the river Hijuelos to the point of Tancha; and, 
doubling this by the coast of the Gulf of Florida, to the mouth 
of the river Saint Lucia, with the islands and keys adjacent.” 

Such are the extents of these grants—such their 
boundaries—-such the comprehensive rights pro- 
posed to be conferred on the grantees. There is 
no occasion to look on a map to trace these boun- 
daries. One grant joins another; and the three to- 
gether cover every inch of ungranted land in tre 
two Floridas! They were to take all—to take it 
clean, from the Mobile bay to the Atlantic occan; 
from the Southern boundary of the United tates 
to the Guifof Mexico; from St. Mary’s to Cape 
Sable; wih all the adjacent islands of the gulf and 
the sea. It was an attempt to eviscerate the two 
Floridas—to disembowel them of every acre of va- 
cantland they contained—on the eve of se'ling 
them for an immense price—for five millions of 
dollars, and all Texas besides—te the United States. 


Supposing the King of Spain to have concealed 


y 
’ 


or 


i 


Jan. 1840. 
26TH CONG... LST SESS. 


and upheld thece grants, and it would have invol- 
ved him in a fraud of the most seandalons charac- 
ter; but he did not £o conceal and upheld them: he 
proclaimed and cancelled them; and in so doing, 
approved his good faith and saved JUSTICE the 


4 task of aanulling them. 


Annulled in Spain, no Spaniard daring to in- 
voke or to avouch these fraudulent grants, they 
become the spoil of American speculators, who 
were incapable in law of receiving them, and who 
probably gave but a nominal price for them. 
countrymen are full of enterprise; and these large 
grants properly divihed—made into a sort of Yazoo 


hardly a foot race, in two years. I object then to 
the term war, with the idea ef war attached to it; 
T wish Senators to look at the scene as it is—the 
warlike operations actually finished since two years 
—and the country waiting for that species of set- 
tlement which all countries have received in a like 


| condition; waiting for armed colcn'sts, who will 
` asscciate fir t in block-houses and stockade stations, 


Our ` 


for mutual support; and who will find theirinduce- 
ment for thus settling in receiving from the Govern- 
ment a home and a farm in a country which their 


., arms have defended and their enterprise explored. 


stock—and distributed to influential men in va- .. 


rious parts, might beccme the means of worrying 


division amcng the shareho'ders. 
which the enterprise of some part of our citizens 
take. It is now twenty-two years since the grants 
were made and cancelled; it is almost a quarter of 
a century since they were killed and buried; a ge- 
nration has grown up, to whom their history is a 
stranger; and now, for the first time, they make 
their sppearance in Congress, forbid the National 
Legi-lature to touch them, affirm their validity, 
and threaten to ruin us at law if we grant them 
to our military colonists? Sach is the manner in 


which these enterprising citizens, with their dead, | 


roten, and putrid grants, stand up before us to 
arrest oar legislation! Sir, I proclaim that th’s 
bll for the armed occupation of Florida, is in- 
tended to take these identical lands; ard I say, 
what every Senatcr knows to te true, that no mem- 
ber of Congress, claiming under these grants, can 
vote against this bill. Our rales forbid such a 
vo'e; and the Sena‘or from North Carolina [Mr. 
Srrance] has ected worthily and jostly, by statng 
his in'erc:t, and making known the relation in 
which he stands towards them. Far from being 
arested by the opposition and the menaces of 
these claimants, that opposition and menace is a 
reason for proceeding with the bill—it is a reason 
for energy of action, both to rebuke and silence the 
claimants instan'er, and to create adverse and 
mritorious claimants under the Government. I 
am for breaking down such vast fraudulent claims; 
I am for distributing the soil of the country in 
moderate proporticns amorg its citizens; I am for 
the cultivator against the speculator—for the mili- 
try colenist, against the avoucher of the Dake of 
Alagon, the Count of Panosrostro, and Don Pedro 
de Vargas; I am for the country, against these en- 
lerprising gentry; and, therefore, I shall push this 
bill with the more vigor since they oppose it. 
Having cleared away this rubbish—having re- 
moved this brash oat of his path—having shown 
that these Spanish grants were nothing but scare- 
crows, Mr. B. proceeded to answer the objec ions 
which Senators had made to the bili. And first, he 
wished to remark upon the term WAR, which was 
ce mstantly used in this debate; and the use of which 
term seemed to carry along with it the idea of ac- 
tuil war—the idea of campaigns and battles be- 
tween two powers; and from this idea flowed all 
their nolious of the legislation, and Government 
action, appropriate to the occasion. Certainly 
there was no such thing as war in Florida. There 
were no battles or campaigns there. There had 
en none such for two years; none since the af- 
fairs of Okeechobee and Caloosahatchee in De 
cemb-r and January, 1837 and 1838. These were 
the last of warlike operations in that country. 
ince then, the Indians, broken and dispersed— 
driven totally out of the field—have prowled about 
in small bands, committing murders and robberies 
by treachery and stealth; never facing our arms, 
and flying and hiding, so that it was impossible 
evn ty find them. This is the state of things in 
Fior:da; no war, nor any thing like it. Yet Sena- 
tors use the term ince santly; to which I should 
have no objection if merely used as a term de. 
scriptive of an unsettled sta‘e: but they attach grand 
ideas to it; they attach the idea of campaigns and 
ba tles to it; and upon this erroneous idea are cla- 
moring for 10,000 regulars, or 10,000 militia, to be 
‘ent to the seat of these imaginary hostilities; when 
he three to five thousand which are already there, 
hare not been able to get a fight, a skirmish, or 


Senators talk of covering the whole country with 
troops; they blame the Administration” for not so 


_, Covering it. Do gentlemen make auy calculation 
Congress into a compromise, and thus obtaining ` 
some mil'ions of dollars, or millions of acres, for 


This isthe form 


of the number of militia and resuiars it would re- 
quire to make this cover? Do they biing the exact 
Sciences to bear upon this questicn, or do they con- 
tent themselves with flying and floundering in the 
regions of fancy and imagination? Cover the 
who'e country with troops! Why, sir, at the rate 
of one man to the square m‘le—and certainly that 
would be a thin cover—at the rate of one man to 
the square mile, it would require 45,000 soldiers to 
cover the coun‘ry. This is what it would require; 
but to make sure of 45,000 men to stand on the 
ground, about four times that number would have 
to be authorized; for such-are the casualties of the 
service, that one-third or one-fourth present for 
duty is more than any authorized establishment of 
troops has yet presented in Florida. Do Senators 
read the reports and returns; and especially do they 
look over the arrays and columns of figures which 
the tables present? If they do, they will see that 
the present legal estabi-hment of regulars in Fio 
rida, of six regiments, was only half full; that 2,700 
recruits were wanting to complete the reg’menrts, of 
which only about 500 were in m*rch to join their 
cerps, and the rest to be cbtained; that only atout 
2,000 were present, instead of the 5,000 which the 
establishment implied; and of those present, after 
deducting the sick, the arrested, the otherwise em- 
ployed, only about one-half were present for duty. 
If Senators look at the tables, they will see these 
things; and that, at the last return from General 
Taylor, his force for duty, leaving out commis- 
sioned officers, was only about 1,200 men, namely, 
95 sergeants, 97 corporals, and 894 privates. This 
is all that a legal establishment of 5,000 men pre- 
sents for duty; and yet the gentlemen talk of cover- 
ing the whole covn'ry with regulars and militia! 
They talk of it; bat itis all talk. They will make 
no motion to that effect, and if we did, they would 
Oppose us, ani would have good reason for op- 
posing us. Instead of covering the coun'ry with 
soldiers, we wish to cover it with inhabitants. We 
wish to induce the exiled inhabitants of five coun- 
ties to return to their homes; we wish to induce 
10,000 other settlers to go there; we wish these to 
station themseives all over the ccuntry, at least as far 
as they will go, fur they are hardly enough; and to 
these we add the six regiments now there; the one 
thousand more which we ask fcr, if they can be 
obtained; and, with all thes>, we hope the country 
will be so occupied by our set:lers, and so scoured 
by our troops, as to drive out the banditti, and pre- 
pare the whole Territory for general settlement on 
farms and plantations. This is our plan ; and one 
great advantage of il is, that all the military will 
be disposable for active operations. They will te 
released from garrizon duty. The s2tilers will oc- 
capy and defend the stations. At an average of 


- 50 men to a station, 10,600 men will ccecupy 200 


stations. They will defend allthe stations; and 
leave all the soldiery, fit for duty, disporable for 
scouring the country and huntirg the banditti. In 
this way they will powerfully aid the military ope- 
rations ; and they will aid it still more powerfully 
in another form ; they wi!l join in every pursuit of 
Indians that they can hear of. They wi!'l go out 
themselves to hunt the enemy; they will go out to 
hunt game and to search for good land ; and in do- 
ing that they go out to fight the enemy; they will 
visit from s’ation to station, and they will travel 
from their own station to the depots of provisions 
and ammunition, to obtain their supplies; and every 
such travel would be a military expeditic.., for 
they must carry their arms, look out for the ene- 
my, and defend themselves if attacked, This is 
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| body of them, and say they con‘emn it. 
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our plan, aud how much more cheap ard efficient, 
and how much better adapted to the genius of our 
inhabitants, and the republican character of our 
Government, than the levy of an immense army to 
bristle the country all over with the bayonets of a 
regular soldiery. me 

Senators have thought proper to speak for ab- 
sent officers, and to airay thir Qpivi ns again t 
this bill. The Senator from Sowh Carolina [Mr. 
Preston] has so quo'ed and arrayed the command- 
ing officer in Florida; whether with or without his 
consent, I kaow not; but I should presume the lat- 
ter, as it is not usual fer officers in the Ge'd to op- 
pose in the councils the measures of the Adminis- 
tration. The Senator says a large majority of the 
officers oppose this bill: he speaks for the great 
I recret 
extremely that he has thought proper to p:ess the 
hearsay opinions of absent officers into this debate, 
and to array them against the measures of the 
Administration. I do not ata!ldis; ute the correct- 
ness of what he says; but it lays me under the ne- 
cessity of making a statement which, otherwise, I 
should not have adverted to. I happen to know 
the opinions of the officers, general!y, upon this 
subj‘c'; and to know that these opinions, with few 
exceptions, divide politically. A few years ago it 
was exultingly said on this floor by the then 
head of the Opposition party, that the a:my 
and navy were scund; inuendo, that.they were 
opp’sed to the Administration. In the mass, 
and as a general proposition, this is so; the 
great majority are so appose'; and in questions of 
opinion divide against the Demceracy. This is 
the case in relation to the measure in question. 
The Federal, or, if they like it better, the Whig 
officers, generally condemn it, becauce they expect 
nothing goed from the people; the Democratic ofti- 
c rs generally approve it, because their principles 
lead them toexpect much good from the people; 
and, as the former are much the most numerous, 
so, much the larger number condemn a bill which 
is based upon the assumption of a good result from 
the injection of ten thousand citizens into Florida. 
I say the Democratic officers generally approve this 
measure. I could name. them if: I thought it be- 
coming and proper to do so; but not having their 
author.ty for the step, I choo:e to forego the ad- 
vantages which might result from quoting their 
names and opinions. But while I sacrifice to pro- 
priety in this self-denial, I am not left without 
opinions to be opposed to those which have been 
quoted. I happen to be in possession of opinions, 
coming from those most able to give good opinions, 
diametrically opposite to those quoted by the Se- 
nator from South Carolina; given under circum- 
stances to make them authentic and responsible, 
and free for citation and comment here: I allude to 
the message of Governer Call, the letter of General 
Jesup, and the letters of the Surgeon General, Dr. 
Lawson, and General Hernandez, and the memo- 
rial of the Florida Legislature to Congress, all 
communicated to the Senate at its last session, 
printed by its order, and made a part of our legis- 
lative documents. All these are now cp2n to our 
use; and I propose to quote some passages from them 
to show the opini ns of these most comreient judges, 
and to show their reasons for their opinions. I 
begin with Governor Call, and read from h’s mes- 
sage to the Territorial Legislature of Florida, in 
January, 1839. He says: E 

“Convinced by three years’ experience in prosecu'ing the 
war against the Seminoles that they cannot be subdued by the 
plan ef operationsheretofore pursued,the Secretary of Way hag 
wisely resolved cn a change of policy. The plan which he hag ~ 
judiciously recommended for the protection of the frontier set- 
tlers, by encouraging the return of those who have been driven 
from their homes, and organizing the whole ferce along our ex- 
posed borders into companies and battalions for the defence of 
the inhabitanta, and the energy and activity with which he pro- 
Poses to prosecute the war to asuccessful termination, is cal- 
culated to give strength to the frontier and confidence and se- 
curity to the people of every part ofthe Territory. * * * * 
Connected with this plan of defence, is an important measure 
which has been recommended to Congress, Tt is proposed to 
grant a portion of the public land to those citizens who will or 
ligate themselves to settle and improve them. * £ mt 
observations on the reenlt of the measures heretofore purun 
for the removal of the Indians, have brought me forcibly ty È 
conclusion, that it cannot be done without a change of po'icy. 


The forest must be subdued before the enemy can he finaliy 


: 5 m him must be 
conquered, Every inch of ground iaken On ae ihe Soi 


firmly held by permanent settlers who ivete 
and. make tho. Piiderness their home. Under ibis 2 a 
savage would gradually retire before the approac @ ` 
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iesd man. * Under this encouragement to emigration, 
it is confilently believed that 10,00) permanent settlers might,in 
a few months, be located in the enemy’s country, and in a short 
time the whole peninsula would be so completely occupied as 
to leave no lurking place for the enemy. The adoption of this 
plan, while it would most certainly bring this protracted and 

arassing. war to asuccessful conclusion, would save n.illions 
of public treasure, and thousands of valuable lives. * * * 
Another important advantage would result frem this policy: it 
would give us population, wealth, and influence, and would 
forever put to rest the question of your right of admission into 
the Federal Union !” 


„Sach are the opinions of Governor Call, respon- 
sibly expres‘ed to the Territorial Legislature of 
Florida. They bear the impress of too much sound 
sense and practical knowledge torequ‘re any com- 
ment from me. T proceed to the letters of the three 
gentlemen ment oned; and shall begin with that of 
the Surgeon General, Dr. Lawson, as being first in 
point of date, and referied to by those of General 
Jesup and General Hernandez, and as coming from 
a gentleman who served long in Florida, joining 
the exercise of the military to the medical profes- 
sion, and with difficulty indu-ed to quit the head 
of a partisan corps, and the care of the sick, at the 
farthest extremity of Florida, to take the cffice of 
Surgeon Generai of the army of the United States 
in this city. The doctor says, (addressing himself 
to me:) 

“I have, like yourself, arrived at the conclusion thatthe war 
with the Seminole Indians can be terminated in a shorter time, 
and at less cost, by an armed occupation of the country, than by 
the continuance of a regular mode of warfare. Our armies 
have been for years engaged in hunting up, pursuing, and kill- 
ing afew Indians in each campaign; and, judging from the suc- 
cess we have already had, it will take five or ten years longer to 
kill off those that still remain, and seem determined to remain 
in the country. The establishment of m litary colonies, on the 


other hand, will change the system of warfare. Instead of the 
white men fighting the Indians in their. natural fortresses, the 


Indians will have to come outand attack the settlers within their _ 


lines of defence, and where the skill and ‘intelligence of the ci- 
vilized man will have its influence. We shaliact on the de- 
fensive; and experience teaches us that we are better at repell- 
ing an invasion than in making a conquest. The Indians will 
certainly attack our settlements; and in each confi‘ct, andin 
each succeeding year, will lese more than have fallen before 
our heavy columns marching through the country. 
_ This isthe way that the Western country was won from the 
savagesof that onion; The pioneers to the West pitched their 
camps and built their block houses through the country, and 
then fought a little, and worked a little, until the Indians, find- 
ing that they could not dislodge the white man, pulled up stakes 
themselves, and retired beyond the Mississippi. And so will 
the Seminoles act; for they cannot abide in the same country 
with the white man. Assoon as they have found that the 
white men have sat themselves down near their favorite haunts, 
and are determined to hold on to the country through summer 
and through winter, and forever, they will, after repeated un- 
successful attempts to destroy, or drive offthe settlers, in sub- 
mission to their destiny, surrender to the white man, and ask to 
be removed tothe West. 

“The proposed system of operations will have the alvantage, 
too, of settling the country while the war progresses; and by the 
time that the Indians have retired from the country, it will be 
under cultivation, and in astate to admit atonce of a great in- 
flux of population. 
things, the immediate theatre of action will be rendered still 
more desolate as the war continues; and the adjacent districts 
being also drained of their resources, the country will not be in 
a condition to receive a body ofemigrants for twelve or eighteen 
months after the Indians have been cut off, ‘or have been re- 
moved to their new home beyond the Mississippi.” 

I will next quote the opinions -of General Her- 
nandez, who is personally kncwn to most of the 
Senate, who has commanded much and honorably 
in this war, who is a native of East Florida, and 
has served in Congress with great credit as a dele- 
gate from that Territcry. In a letter to me he 
says: ns 

“Respecting the armed occupation and settlement of that 
part of Florida now overrun by the Indians, as proposed b 
the bill which you were pleased to put into my hands, (wit 
the accompanying letier ftm Dr. Lawson,) and upon which 
you do me the honor to ask my views, I beg leave to state that the 
plan is one, in my opinion, eminently calculated to accomplish 
the objects intended. But permit me to say that, before that law 
can be promulgated and carried into effect, it will be too Jate 
for the settlers to clear land for cultivation this year. I, there- 
fore, respectfully beg leave to suggest that, at first, they should 
be located immediately contignous to the present exposed fron- 
tier settlements within the Alachua country, near Fort King, 
and on either bank of the river St. Johnsand south of St. Augus- 
tine, to New Smyrna. and thence giadually along the Atlantic 
coast to Cape Fiorida. There are a number of plantations 
with extensive clearings in Alachua county; or the banks of 
the St. Johns; at the head of the river Mataugas; at Tomoka, 
on the river Halifax; at New Smyrna, and also some few set- 
tlements on New river, and neat Cape Florida; which, in con- 
sequence of this protracted war, remain unoccupied. It is be- 

lieved their proprietors would not object to have them 
cultivated by the settlers, who might thereby secure provisions 
forthe ensuing. year. ” * — Fhint or gourd seed corn can be 
planted in Florida as late as the middte of April; and that of 
Cuba, which is a heavier corn than either of the others, and of 
quicker growth, adnsits of being planted as late as the middle 
of June. Sced of the last description of corn could be imported 
and furnished to such of the settlers as might he late in 
commencing their planting operatione. A es 
I would also respectfully suggest, that the allowance of su 
gar, coffee and soap be added to the rations proposed to be fur- 


Whereas, under the present order of 
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nished; and that these be extended to the members of the fami- 
ly and laborers which each settler may bring with him. ** * * 
The objects of the bill would be much advanced if transporta- 
tion was provided for the settters—say from St. Marks to the 
several stations which may be established on the western side of 
the peninsula along the Gulf of Mexico; from the depot on 
Black creek to those posts established on the St. Johns and its 
tributaries; from the depot at St. Augustine to the posts which 
may be established to the head of the river Mataugas, and 
thence toCape Sable. * * * * The importance, and, in- 
deed, necessity of occupying the Atlantic board must be ob- 
vious to all. The Indians have ever been in the habit of resort- 
ing to it in the spring and autumn in search of wrecks, which 
are of frequent occurrence on that coast. The counter currents 
setting in from the Bahamas, ond the contracted gorge of the 
Gulf, in calms, as well as in boisterous weather, baffie the skill 
of the best navigators. Our lighthouses are insufficient; and 
vessels are driven, or drift, on that shore, and the unfortunate 
mariner becomesgthe Victim of savage revenge and cruelty. 
From these wrecks the Indians obtain supplies of those articles 
required to carry on the war. Besides this, they derive a prin- 
cipal source of livelihood from fishing in the lagoons and wa- 
ters which run parallel with the coast. * * * Talso beg 
to be permitted to say that every effort has been made by the 
inhabitants who were driven from their homes to return and 
resume the cultivation of their fields: but the effort has invaria- 
bly been attended with disastrous consequences and great sacri- 
fice of life; which must inevitably continue to be the case 
until efficient protection is extended to them. in ees es 
The mere occupation of posts garrisoned b artillery or in- 
fantry, will not afford that protection. There were more 
murders committed last year, when, by the close of the pre- 
vious campaign, the Indians had been reduced to about the 
one-fifthof their original number, than during the whole pre- 
vious period of theuar. * * * 1am also persuaded that unless 
the frontier is placed in a state of defence, and the Atlantic side 
of the coast is occupied, the scenes of last year will be re-en- 
acted. * * * * * Tecannot close this letter without ob- 
serving that I can bear testimony to the willingness of the in- 
habitants to contribute all in their power in aid of any measure 
which may have for its object the close of this disastrous war, 
the continuation of which adds every day so much more to the 
Berion calamities to which they have been innocently sub- 
ected ” 

So far for General Hernandez. I next quote 
from General Jesup, that officer se'ected for inces- 
sant vituperation here, and for disadvantageous 
comparison with others; when the fact is, that dur- 
ing his command he effected the removal of 2,200 
of these Indians, which is three or four times more 
than the number of all the killed, wounded, taken, 
and removed Indians, by all the other Generals. put 
toge her. General Jesup says: 


“If the plan which you propose can be carried out, the In- 
dians may be gradually destroyed, or forced to submit; and T 
know of noother measure likely to rid the country of them, 
unless, by following the example of the British Government in 
their war with the maroons (runaway negroes) of Jamaica, we 
employ the blodd-hound. The only doubt f entertain as to the 
complete success of the plan, arises from the apprehension that, 
south of the Bth degree of north latitude, the quantity of good 
land is not sufficient to induce settlers to occupy it. North ef 
that degree, the country is generally equal to the southern coun- 
ties of Georgiaand Alabama; but south of it, the good land is 
confined to a few detached spots along the coast, on both sides 
ofthe peninsula. * * * LTwould advise that the planters 
and farmers be urg d to return to the plantations which they 
have abandoned, and that the whole country north of Tampa 
Bay be settled as soon as possible. * * * * There should 
always be asufficient force in the neighborhood of each sette- 
ment to serve as a rallying point to thesettlers, and to unite with 
them for the purpeses of protection or pursuit, * * * * * 
The coasts uf Florida afford as valuable fisheries, in proportion 
to their extent, as the banks of Newfoundland; and although the 
country southtof Tampa Bay affords but litle inducement to the 
cultivator, yet a population sufficient to confine the Indians to 
the interior, might find, near the coast, abundant support, 
by combining fishing with cultivation. hate eas T 
l have read the letter of the Surgeon General Lawson, and 
agree with him generally in his views. As to the war which 
we have carried on in Florida, it differs not only from any war 
before waged by thiscountry, but from any other of which we 
have an account in history, unlessthe maroen war in Jamaica 
be anexception. The object has been, and is now, net to beat 
aud compe! the enemy to make peace, but to catch them. No 
force employed against them, either in the former or present 
Seminole war, no matter by whom commanded, has ever been 
able to catch them; and my decided opinion is, if they ever be 
caught, it must be with their own consent; and that consent 
will hardly be given until they find the white man in their way. 
* a * > Yet them be crowded by settlers, and that which 
has invariably occurred throughout the whole history of our 
settlements will occur again; they will not only consent to re- 
move, but will desire it as the greatest benefit the nation can 
contei upon them.” 


Mr. B. said he would’ conclude this array cf 
opinions with quoting fiom the memorial of the 


dressed to the Senate and House of Representatives 


sented to this body on the 18th of the same month. 
The memorial says: 


“The people of the Territory havu hai'ed with the highest 
approbation the plan proposed by the honorable Secretary at 

ar in his annual report, both for the defence of the frontier, 
and for the repulsion of the Indians. ‘Che confidently believe 
that, if carried inte execution, both will be successful; that 
those who have been driven from their homes will be reinstated 
in their poesession; that the hardy defenders of the frontiers, 
who have so long maintained their posts In the presence of the 
enemy, exposed to every peril, wi l be enabled to cultivate 
their fields in peace, and sleep without the apprehension of be 
ing awakened by the midnight yell of the savages. ‘hey are 
equally confident that by proper encouragement to emigiation 
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Jan. 1840. 


Sen: te. 


and settlement, every portion of the peninsula susce;-tible of 
cultivation will, in a very short time, be permanently located 
by enterprising emigrants, who will seek the enemy in his 
lurking places, and relieve the country from his presence. 
Your memorialists believe this the most efficient plan by which 
they can be relieved from the disastrous results of this sangui- 
nary and protracted war. * * * * Your memoriaiists 
have read and attentively considered the bill which has heen 
introduced into the Senate for the accomplishment of this desi- 
rable object; and while they admire the liberality of its provi- 
sions, and are gratefully impressed for the feelings by which it 
was dictated, they believe that, although it may ultimately ef- 
fect the purpose designed, that this may be more Certainly and 
expeditiously achieved by an amendment, which they beg 
leave most respectfully to suggest ; (for a military organization 
and pay from the United States.) r*+ * Tn anticipation 
of sucha system, your memonialists are informed that thou- 
sands ofthe hardy mountaineers of Tennessee and Georgia, 
under enterprising leaders, are now organising, and ready to 
march ata moment’s warning, to fix their destiny in the penin- 
sula of Florida ” 


Such are the opinions, continued Mr. B. which 
I have to array against these which have been 
quotea against the bi!l. Compare them together, 
and see how they stand in point of number, of au- 
thenticity, of experience, and of official origin, On 
one side, the hearsay opinions of Gen. Taylor and 


' some nameless officers; on the other, the opinions 


of the Governor and Legis!ative Council of Flori- 


. da, and of the Generals Jesup and Hernandez, 


and the Surgeon General of the army of the United 
Slates. Al these concur in the necessity of charg- 
ing the mode of operations—of injecting armed 
settlers into the Territory—of inducing the exiled 
inhabitants to return—and in the policy of giving 
Jand to the settlers: in short, with some little di- 
versity about details, they unanimotsly concur in 
relying upon this identical bill for the pacification 
of Florida; and they agree in predicting the conti- 
nued inefficiency of our operations, ard the con- 
tinued ravages of the Indians, if the bill is not 
adopted: predictions which the twelve months 
which have elapsed have wofully verified! 


I preceed now to answer some other objections 
to the bill, and particularly to the clause granting 
land to the settlers, and to which the objections made 
are both numerous, various, and inconsisient. It is 
called a donation, and treated by gentlemen as a 
gratuity; when, in fact, it is the inducement to carry 
men to Florica, and pay for remaining there, and: 
defending the country. In the present state of 
things settlers will not go without inducement; they 
will not go to risk life, and encounter privations, 
witheut adequate inducement presented to them; 
and that inducement is an interest in the soil—a 
right to a pert of the land which their courage de- 
fends, their enterprize explores, and their industry 
improves. It is then as pay, and not as a gratuity, 
that land is to be given them; and this is precisely 
in accordance with the policy of Mr. Jefferson on 
the acquisition of Louisiana. He then proposed 
that land should be given to the first thirty thousand 
settlers, able to bear arms, who should go to the 
country, and remain there. The fact of going and 
remaining was a rendit‘on of military service, for 
which he would give land instead of money. 

Senators object to the efficiency of the plan, 
upon the ground that the land in Florida is too 
worthless—tco sterile and valueless—to induce any 
person to goto it. They say the plan will fail, 
and fail because there is no good land to be had— 
nothing but pine barrens, alligator swamps, pal- 
metto jungles, and watery evesglades. This is a 
great error, and will te met by the proof which 
shall explode ıt. I have taken care to have the 
anthentic testimony ef ecmpetent witnesses cn this 


; point; and here itis, in the same letters of Dr. Law- 


son, General Jesup, and General Hernand:z, from 
which I have already quoted. These gentlemen 
were particularly ‘desired to give their opinion ef 
the value of the Jand which the settlers could ob- 
tain, and that under all the aspects of fertility of 
soil, salubri:y of climate, variety and value of pro- 


: ductions, -and facitity of subsisting both men and 


animals, They answered accorimgly, and this is 
what they said. 


Dr. Lawson says: 
“There is an extensive range of country and of very good 


| land between the cove of the Withlacoochee and Silver Spring 


branch, at the head of navigation on the Ocklawaha, and there 
are many good tracts between these two rivers, extending.to the 
Indian settlement called Pilaklikaha, where. there is ancther 
body of good land. 

“This section of country is capable of supporting several 
thousand inhabitants; there is a plenty of game in it, and the 
rivers and lakes in the vicinity afford fish in abundance; and 
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withal, it has the advantage of water communication by the 
Witblacoochee with the Guifof Mexico, and through the Ock- 
lawaha and the St. Johne river with the Atlantic. In addition 
to these considerations, there are several healthy points in the 
ceuntry, particularly in the vicinity of Fort King; and here a 
large settlement should be made, as it will be the barrier be- 
tween the Indians and the white seulements, and constitute the 
base’of operations. 


“There are some guod lands on Talakchop‘o, both near the | 


head of the river where it is called Pease Creek, and on the 
jower banks near the head of Charlotte’s harbor. 

“There are three or four good tracts on or near the banks of 
the Coloosa-Hatchee, particularly in the vicinity of Fort 
Thompson, at the great crossing of the river. Fish and game 

bound, I believe, 1n this region. Iam not sosatisfied as to the 
healthfulness ofthis section of the country; but it should be oc- 
cupied at all risks, as itis onthe line of the nearest practicable 
route between the Gulf and the Atlantic side of the peninsula. 


“A few good tracts can be gotten on shores, andon the islands :; 


within Marcus sou: d, near Cape Roman. 
“There is a beautiful tract of land on Pavilion river, ten or 
twelve leagues southeast of Cape Roman, and aome parcels of 
good land may be found on the banks of Shark river, and on the 
shores of Lake Manitou, ten leagues still farther east. 
“At Cape Sable there isa beautiful spot for a milita 


anda depot for a colony, which should be established on a 


prairie, running east and by north from that cape along the ; 


coast towards Cape Florida. This prairie runs immediately on 


the sea shore for thirty-five miles, then turns a little north and | 


te the interior of the country. From what I saw of the pro. 

ducts of the land on the cape and the islands in the vicinity, T 
am induced to believe that the soil of this prairie will produce 
in great perfection grain and vegetables of every kind, with 
sugar cane, cotton, &c. &c. Through the prairie there are nu- 
merous clumps and groves of trees, which will afford both fuel 
and building timber for the settlers. The keys and sand-batsin 
front of the cape make an excellent harbor for steamboats and 
vessels drawing from six to ten feet water. The waters along 
this coasvare full of turtle, and fish ofevery kind, and the prairie 

woods around abound in game. 

“The immediate site of Cape Sable is evidently healthy, as 
are almost all situations directiy on the sea board; and I have 
no doubt that healthy positioncan be gotten on the prairie, as 
the climate is delightful even in the summer season, from the 
prevalence ef the sea breeze, or trade winds. 

“There are also good tractsof land on New river, and a great 
body of it on Indian river, both on the Atlantic side of the penin- 


post 


sula; and near this last river, on St. Lucie’s sound, another ! 


settlement should be made. This section of country, being 
within the influence of the sea atmosphere, should be ‘healthy; 
fish abound in the rivers and sounds about, and game perhaps 
ia plenty in the country.” 


General Hernandez says: 


“I have read, with much interest, the letter of the Surgeon 
Gencral, Dr. Lawson, and f was niuch pleased to find that he 
does not think the country as unhealthy as it has been repre- 
sented. Coming from go disinterested a source, his statements 
cannot fail to to remove impressions not Jess erroneous than 
Prejudisial to the country. His description of the country 
around Cape Sable will doubtless attract attention, and I hope 
many of our citizens, who are looking to Texas and other fo- 
reign climes, may see it, and be induced to seek in Florida a re- 
oid where they will finda soil and climate equal to the best, 
and a country just aa easy of access. 

“Here I beg leave to say, that the country east of the Buwan- 
ne-river, is capable of sustaining un immense population, and 
must, in the political order of things, eventually form a State 
separate from that of Middle and West Florida, and greatly to 
their advantage and that ofthe country. inthis part of Florida, 
exclusive of the extensive hammocksand very productive pine 
lands, there are great bodies of savanna, swamp, and meadow 
Janis, com of the richest soil, to wit: alluvial, clay, and 
mari, much of which, when properly reclaimed, will, south of 
St. Augustine, produce two crops of grain eacli year. 

“On two hundred acres of reclaimed swamp lands, I made 
an average of thirty-six bushels of Cuba seed corn per acre, 
while at the same time, a crop of sugar cane was growing on 
the same two hundred acres, the manufacture of which was 
prevented by the war. 

“This is the only portion of the United States possessing a 
tropical climate. The advantages which, I believe, will grow 
out ofthe adoption, by Congress, of this measure, for the occu- 
pation and settlement of it, will soon render us, in some degree, 
independent of the West Indies, except in the article of coffee, 
which, I think, cannot be there raised, owing to the blighting 
winds of autumn ing across the narrow peninsula. Sugar, 
Cuba tobacco, and all the other staplesand fruits of those 
iWlands, I believe will be cultivated in great abundance in Fiori- 
da. These articles, together with the orange of the country, 
which is more highly valued than that of other places, with the 
aid of steamboats and railroads, can be sent to the Northern and 
Western. States in full perfection. ` i 

“That Florida is also destined to be a great silk producing 
country is placed beyond a doubt.” 

General Jesup says: 

“Between the mouth of the Withlacoochee and Tampa Bay. 
there is a considerable body. of excellent land; there is also good 
land near Tohap Kilaga, and between the Ocklawaha and St. 
Johns rivers. Ihayeno doubt healthy.situations for stations or 
residences might be found; and, as to the country north of the 

‘ithlacoochee, it is quite as healthy as the greater portion of 
the Western and Southwestern States; and the whole seaboard 
in as healthy as any part of our Auantic seaboard south of the 
Delaware. 1 would advise that the panes and farmers be 
urged to return to the plantations and farms which they have 
abandoned, and that the whole country nerth of Tampa Bay 
be settled as soon as possible. The coasts of Florida afford as 
valuable fisheries, in proportion to their extent, as the banks 
of Newfoundiand; and though the country south of the Tampa 
Bay affords but little inducement to the cultivator, a population 
sufficient to confine the Indians to the interior might find near 
the coast abundant support by combining fishing with cultiva- 
tion. A fresh eupply of water could be obtained from the adja» 
cent islands. 

“There is a small body of good land on New river, aleo on the 
Miami river, near Cape Florida, which was occupied previous 
ta thé. war, Two or three hundred inhabitants might support 
themselves comfortably on that portion of the Territory. No 
pert of the United States is more healthy. A lighthouse is: 


7 


necessary in that neighborhood; and so valuable is the com- 
Merce that passes that part of the coast, and so numerous the 
wrecks in consequence of the difficulty of the navigation, that, 
to protect the crews and property cast on shore, the country 
should be ‘settled, and military ‘posts be established on New 
river, and near Cape Florida. 

“There is a hody of excellent lant ear Cape Sable, the most 
southerly point of the peninsula, which would support several 
hundred inhabitants. his it would be highly advantageous to 
Occupy as soon as possible. A military post should be: sta- 
blished and maintained at the Cape. Posts will be necessary at 
Indian river inlet, at the head of Indian river, at New Smyrna, 
and at one or two other poin s between the latter post and St. 
Augustine. A post should be established at Punta Rasa, south 
of Tampa, and at one or two points between Tampa and the 
mouth of the Suwannee; those points of course to be determined 
by the settlements that may be made on or near the coast.” 


This is the character of the country; this the 
character given of it by gentlemen who speak 
from their own knowledge, and whose honor and 
intelligence places their statements above suspi- 
cion. They show this decried Florida to be a fine 
country; a’mostan island, as the word peninsula 
imports, (pæene insula;) and partaking, especially 
towards its southern extremity, of the ca'careous 
and rocky formation and salubrity of climate 
which belong to the Bahama islands, of which it 
is almost a part. 

Sych is the inducement which the country pre- 
sents to enterprising settlers. It presents the op- 


| portonity of obtaining, without the payment of mo- 


ney, and as a reward for services, three hundred 
and twenty acres of good land, in a soft climate, 
Open to the sea breezes, healthy, and capable of 
producing the most valuable trop:cal productions. 
Extending five degrees further South than New 
Orleans, this peninsular will far surpass the coasts 
of the lower Mississippi in i's capacity to produce 
sugar, cottcn, oranges, and other valuable prc- 
ducts; and it is here that, without the outlay of a 
shilling, an industrious man—any youth, in fact, 
of seventeen or eighteen years old, able to bear 


| atms—may go and choose his own home, and be- 


come a holder of rich land in a climate and soil 
adapted to the richest productions. This should 
be inducement enough to carry the 10,000 settlers 
to Florida, and that in emulous contest with each 
other to arrive first, foreach one is to choose his 
land in the order of his arrival, first comers having 
first choices. 
and just principles of the pre-emption laws. 

But a reward in land, valuable as that is, is not 
the only. inducement which the bill holds out: it 
presents other, and large inducements to the enter- 
prizing settlers. In the first place, they are to re- 
ceive rations for one year, by the end.of which time 
they will have raised provisions for themselves, 


| and the country will be almost, if nat entirely, 


quieted. The ration which they receive furnishes 
the elements of abundant, comfortable, and.whole- 
some subsistence; with the game, fish, turtles, and 
oysters, and spontaneous vegetables of the country, 
the ration will be enough for two or three persons. 
Iis component parts are: three-fourths of a pound 
of pork or bacon, or one and one-fourth pounds of 
fresh or salt beef; eighteen ounces of bread or flour, 
or twelve ounces of hard bread, or one and one- 
fourth pounds of corn meal; and, at the rate of 
four pounds of soap, one and a half pounds of 
candles, two quarts of salt, four quarts of vinegar, 
eight quarts of peas or beans, or, in lieu thereof, 
ten pounds of rice, six pounds of coffee and twelve 
pounds of sugar to every hundred rations. In the 
next place, the settlers are. to bave an ‘allowance for 


clothing for one year, payable half yearly in money; 


the clothing being rated at thirty dollars fifty cents 
per annum. Then they are te have arms and ammu- 
nition, which cannot be | »ss than thiriy dollars more. 
Then they are to have medicines, and medical at- 
tendance in the military hospitals when sick. Ia 
addition to all this, they are to have transportation 
to their stations; the use of the public ground to 
cultivate for their own benefit, and seed grains for 
the first year. The United States troops are to aid 
in putting up the block houses and stockades—to 
give a special protection to the settlers. while en- 
gaged in these erections—and to extend to them a 
g-neral protection afterwards. These are the in- 
dacements over and above the three hundred and 
twenty acres of choice land; and the whole together 
certainly present the happiest opportunity for en- 
terprizing men to improve their condition, and to 


_advance.to comparative wealth, without the oulley 
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of a shilling, which this country, or any country, 
now presents to the acceptance of its inbabitants. 

The Senater from South Carolina {Mr. Preston] 
further objects to the grants of land to.the settlers, 
upon the ground that they will waste and squander 
it—will sell their claims for a trifle—and will derive 
no benefit from them; and he instances the case of 
the soldiers of the late war who sold their claims 
for twenty or thirty dollars each. Granted that 
such was the fate of the soldiers’ bounty land, and 
granted that such would be its fate again, under a 
similar grant to regular soldiers; and yet nothing 
could te more absurd than to infer the same of 
these settlers. In the first place, the Florida set- 
Uers are to be—not soldiers, but culiivators; the 
land they are to receive is nota bounty for enlist- 
ment, but the pay which they are to receive at the end 
of theirservice. It is the object for which they labor; 
it is reward which is to compensate them for their 
toil and risk. They go to the country to get the 
land. They stay there until they get it. They 
choose it themselves; and when they choose it, they 
are to live upon it. How different was the case of 
the soldiers from all this. They had no choice 
of their land; it was distributed to them by lot; 
and tens ef thousands of the grants were not 
worth a cent; the soldiers were at an im- 
mense distance from the land—ata thousand 
miles or more from it—they knew nothing 
about it—in many: instances were not able 
to get to it; they were beset by temptations and 
discouragements, and gave up for a trifle what 
they knew nothing about. A-most defective law 
permitted evasions ; and the sales, though nominal- 
ly declared void before the patent issued, were 
easily made to assume a valid form. All this is 
different in this bill. These settlers will not be, 
like disbanded soldiers, scattered through the towns 
and cities, a prey to speculators ; but they will be 
at their stations in Florida—in their blockhouses 
among the Indians—where uo speculator will ever 
come. Instead of a lottery drawn by a boy to 
distribute unknown lands among unknown men, 
every settler, if alive, must make his own. chcice , 
and, if dead, his heir at law, and not a purchaser; 
must make it for him. The entry cannot be made 
by a purchaser, assignee, attorney, or any body 
whatever, but the settler, if alive; and, if dead, by 
his heir at law. After the entry is made, there c a 
be no alienation of the land, even by judicia; 
sale, until twelve months after a patent issnesn 
and if attempted to be alienated, a readyl 
perfect, cheap, easy, and çertain method is, 
provided for invalidating such alienations. In 
this respect, the bill before the Senate differs — 
from all that have preceded it, so that. there 
is not the least danger that these settlers will squan- 
der their lands.. They are not soldiers, but tillers 
of the earth; they are cultivators, and therefore 
will hold on to their share of the earth. They do 
not take their land by lot, but by choice; and there- 
fore they know what they. get. They are nota 
thousand miles off, but at the. spot, and ready to 
enter on their rights.. They must make the entry, 
or the land cannot be had. They cannot alienate 
for a year after the patent issues, when they will 
know the fall value of their property. For all 
these reasons, the objection of the Senator from 
South Carolina can have no application to these 
setilers, however jast it might be in relation to re~ 
gular soldiers. rare ; 

Mr. B. then read the sectiens of the bill wbich re- 
lated to the grant of land. to the settlers, to.corrobo- 
rate the statemen ‘s which he had, made; and called 
upon the Senate to mark the effectual manner in 
which they secared his rights. 

The following were the sections read: . 


“Sec. 2. And ba atr ther enacted, That at the return of 
peace and removal of the Indians, each satuler who shall have 


That as soon asthe a 
i st of the 
veys can be safely commenced, all the poble Inas the neigh- 


shall be surveyed; 
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shall be opened for receiving, in addition to 


e land offices 4 
and r other duties, the entries of the settlers who can prove a 
compliance with ihe conditions mentiened in this act; and to aid 


such proofs, copies of the book containing the names of the set- 
tlers shall be deposited in such offices. 

Sec. 5 And be it further enacted, That one land office 
ghall be opened in the district of country north of the latitude 
of the mouth of the Withlacoochee; another in the district south 
ofthat line, and north of a line drawn across the peninsula from 
the southern extremity of Tampa Bay; and a third in the dis- 
trict south of that line, and including the remainder of the pe 
ninaula; and the settlers within these respective districts shall 
each be confined to his own district, in selecting and entering 
his bounty land. 

“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That. the bounty lands 
hereby granted shall be free of taxcs, and unalienable, even by 
judicial sale, until the patent issues, and also for one year there- 


after; the said patent ehall issue to the original settler, if alive, 


and ifdead, it shall then issue to his heirs at law, and widow, if 
he hasleft a widow, to be held and divided by them according 
to the laws of Florida; and every alienation of any such bounty 
land, even by j vefore the issuance of the 


Judicial process, made 
patent, or within one year thereafter, shall be null and void; and 
the intrusive possessor, 


by virtue of any pretended sale, lease, 
devise, gift, or transfer, contrary to this act, may be turned out 
of possession at any time by an action of ejectment in the name 
of the original settler, or of his widow and heirs at law, or any 
one or more of them, or in the name of any subsequent pur- 
chaser, after the said land becomes legally alienable; and full 
damages shall be recovered in the same suit against the intru- 
eive possessor as a trespasser and disseizor.” 

Having read these sections of the bill, Mr. B. 
appealed to the Senate to say if the objection of 
the Senator from South Carolina was not entirely 
inapplicable. The case was wholly different from 
that of the soldiers of the regular army. What 
happened to these soldiers cannot happen to the 
gettlers under the bill. They would not sell their 
lands for a trifle if they could, and they could not 
if they would. The widow and the heirs at law, 
or the settler himself, or any subsequent purchaser, 
after the land was alienable, can easily set aside 
the sale, and that without limitation of time, and 
recover in the same suit all the intermediate rents 
and profits. If the soldiers’ bounty lands of the 
Jate war had been placed under the same guards, 
and they had been required to go and make their own 
selections and their own entries, they would never 
have been squandered away for a iew dollars in 
hand. 

Objections are taken to the character of such 
settlers as may go; it is said that the climate and 
soil require large slaveholders; and that, on the 
contrary, none but the poor and indolent will settle 
under this bill. I dissent from these opinions, both 
as to the character of the settlers which the country 
requires, and the character of those which may 
actually go. I look at that peninsula under a 
military aspect—as the salient angle of the South 
—as the exposed point of that quarter of the 
Union—as the pointe d'appui of an enemy in time 
of war—as the tongue of land which runs far 
down towards the British West Indies, and con- 
stituting a bridge for the ingress of the black regi- 
ments which a cruel policy, in time of war, may 

- direct against the Southern States. Looking at the 
peninsula under that aspect, and I consider large 
slaveholders as the most inappropriate population 
which could be placed there. Such a population 
would contribute nothing towards the defence of 
that salient point. By their large Janded posses- 
sions they. would prevent a dense population of 
white men; by their numerous slaves they would 
tempt aggression, instead of repelling it; and in 
case of actual invasion, would find in flight the 
only means of saving themselves and their slaves. 
And thus it isat present. The five depopulated 
counties of Florida were the seat of large sugar 
and cotton plantations; large slaveholders were 
settled in them. They fied before the Indians. 
They had to fly, and are still exiles from their 
homes, waiting for others to clear the country of 
the Indians before they can return to it. And so it 
will be again, and worse, with the same description 
of settlers who may go further down into the 
peninsula. No, sir, no. It is not the large slave- 
holder,” but the small landholder—the yeoman— 
the three hundred acre man, that is wanted in that 
peninsula. We want there the man of muscle, 
nerve, and of labor—the cultivator, with the 
weapons of war in one hand, and the implements 
of husbandry in the other: we want sach as the 
thirty thousand whom Mr. Jefferson proposed for 
Louisiana when it was first acquired. 

The bill is calculated to carry such men there; 
and, to say nothing. of more remote States, the 
Southern States themselves contain the kind of 


| 1. They are required to be able to bear arms, and 
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population which the occasion requires. It is@ 
mistake to suppose that the Southern States contain 
nothing but large slaveholders: they contain many 
who own few, or no .slaves—who labor with their 
own hands, and whe fave the muscle and bone— 
the sinew ard the nerve—which a life of Jabor so 
largely coatribu'es to strengthen and develope. 
Besides other parts of the Southern Stales, the 
whole South, from the Potomac to Georgia—from 
Georgia to Louisiana—contains a broad belt of 
land sprinkled over with a population of this kind. 
I speak of the pine lands which lie below the strip 
of red land which skirts the eastern base of the 
Blue Ridge and the foot of the Appalachi moun- 
tains. < It is a broad belt, and more than a thousand 
miles in length, counting from the Pctomac to the 
Mississippi; and very convenient to the proposed 
point of occupation in!Florida. Throughout this ex- 
tensive region isscattered a peculiar population; poor 
and laborious; owners of cattle and steck, with few 
or no s'aves; healthy and active; cultivating an un- 
grateful soil of sand and gravel; and, for want of 
good land, finding it impossib’e to advance them- 
selves inthe path of wealth and honors. A bare 
subsistence, from generation to generation, is the 
scanty reward of a life of toil, of temperance, of 
economy, and of frugality. Few who remain 
where they were born, are abie to emerge from the 
humble condition which a “pine woods” habitation, 
in the Southern latitudes, announces and imposes. 
As emigrants, and possessors of fertile land, a spirit 
of enterprise developes itself in these hardy and 
fragal men when they change their clime; and they 


| are the kind of peap'e whom this bill will invite 


into Florida, and which the public interest requires 
tobe there. They will occupy small farms; they 
will work themseives; they will keep arms, and 
will use them. To every one his house will be his 
castle; and thedefence of the whole peninsula will 
be the business and the object of all. Sir, I look 
upon this bill as 
tion in the precise fact that it is to people that ex- 
posed angle of Florida, with small landholders in- 
stead of large slaveholders. 

Another objection to these settlers is the suppo- 
sition that they are to do nothing; that they are to 
render no service to the country in retum for the 
benefits which they receive. Thisis an error—an 
error of fact—-which an inspection of the bill wilg 
expose. The settlers are required to render ser- 
vice, and great service to the country; and cannct 
have the benefits to be conferred unless the ser- 
vices are rendered, and proved to be rendered. 


actually to bear them. 2. They are to live in sta- 
tions, not more than 100 nor less than 40 in a sta- 
tion. 3. They are to defend these stations when 
attacked. 4. They are to remain at their stations 
until the Indians are pacified, or removed. 5. 
They are to assist in putting up the bluckhouses 
and stockades. 6. They are to cultivate the 
ground. 7. They are expected, by the provisions 
of the bill, te make pursuit and search after In- 
dians. 8. They occupy posts, and they leave the 
regulars free to scour the country. 9. They will 
engage in such pursuit and search; for they will go 
forth to hunt, to fish, to visit other stations; to draw 
rations and ammunition at the military depots; and, 
above all, they will search every acre of land in 
the country in search of good land for their loca- 
tions; and every going forth of this kind will be a 
military expedition, prepared to meet the Indiaas, 
and to fight them. And fight them they will. Pre- 
vented from fighting, they cannot be. The Ameri- 
can of the United States is among the bravest of 
the brave; he is among the bravest of the race of 
man. Courage—that courage which toes the mark 
to conquer, or to die—is bis: and this, not the pre- 
rogative of the few, but the characteristic of the 


mass. No mass of our Americans—no matter 
how collected together—no matter how iccluded by 
a diagram—no mass of them can be found which, 
as a body, is not brave, and among the bravest of 
the brave. This isa fact which their history at- 
tests; and which philosophy accounts for from their 
descent, their residence in a new country, the free- 
dom of their institutions, the abundant means of 
good living, the boundless fields of their enterprise, 
and the consequent energy of mind and body, and 


having a peculiar recommenda- 


fire of spirit, which all these circumstances beget 
and engender. No, sir. Let all dismiss their 
fears. The men who may go to Fiorida under this 
bill, will be like the rest of their countrymen: they 
will be as brave as Cæsar, and as generous as 
brave. They will fight the armed enemy: when 
they have disarmed him, they will spare him: 
when they have taken women and children, they 
will give them food, raiment, and shelter. Thus 
it is now in Florida. Our soldiers spare the help- 
less, and bring in the little papooses OR their backs, 
and g've them ‘“‘gocdies.” 

Inefficiency of the bill is the main and the in- 
cessant objection of its opponents. They object to. 
the efficiency of this measure without offering ano- 
ther in ils place. They declaim against its effi- 
ciency, taking care all the while to speak as if the 
Administration intended nothing el-e for Fiorida 
but the settlers of this bill. Surely Senators forget 
that there are six regiments of regulars in that Ter- 
ritory at this time, implying a force of above five 
thousand men; that besides these, a part of the na- 
val service is constantly employed on the Coasts of 
Florida, and that, so far from intending to diminish 
ihat force, the Secretary at War, in his official re- 
port, expressly asks for an additional temporary 
and Iccal force, confined to Florida, and limited to 
the war. Thus the settlers are only a part of the 
plan for the pacification of Florida. It is a part 
only, though altacked as the wiole; and, s.nce the 
Indians are driven from the field, it becomes that 
important part which is to retain possession of 
what the military conquers; and, by remaining in 
stations, free the regulars from garrison duty, and 
leave the whole of them disposable for active 
duty. 

No, Mr. President, it is not because of their 

inefficiency, but for their efficiency, that these set- 
tlers are so much opposed. They will be too- 
efficient! They will drive off the speculators as 
wellasthe Indians. They will receive and retain 
the Jands which the Alagon, the Punonrostro and 
the Vargas birds now flap their wings over, and 
expect to settle down upon as soon as the Indians 
are driven away. These birds wish us to employ 
soldiers, not cit zens. They wish us to send ten 
thousand soldiers, not ten thousand settlers; and 
the reason is, that they want the lands themselves. 
Give as much money as you please, but no land. - 
This is the plan of the speculators and the large 
slaveholders. They want all the good land them- 
selves, but do not want to fight for 11; and this is an 
additional reason with me for pursuing the plan of 
this bill, and placing meritorious cultivators upon 
the soil to defend it both from Indians and specu- 
lators. The plan is efficient, cheap, humane, and 
framed on a principle to insure success, and to 
cost nothing if it does not succeed. It is efficient, 
because the ten thousand men will go. It is 
cheap, for the men are to be paid out of the land 
which they conquer, and will take but four mil- 
lions out of twenty-six millions which they will 
conguėr. It will insure. its own success, for the 
settlers are to get no land until the country is, 
pacified. Itis to cost nothing if it does not suc- 
ceed; for, unless the men go, they get no rations; 
unless they remain until the coustry is pacified, 
they get no land. It is the most humane, for it 
relies upon the plough and the axe to come in aid 
of the sword and the gun. It is a good plan, and ` 
only asks for a fair trial, accomplishing every 
thing if it succeeds, and costing nothing if it does - 
not. 

Itis a good plan; I may call it a master pian; 
for I am going to celebrae it inthe point which 
the sound practical sense of the Surgeon General, ` 
Dr. Lawson, illustrated in his letter which has been 
read. Itisa plan which REVERSES the posi- 
tion of the parties in Florida—which makes US 
the possessers of the country, and leaves 
it to THEM to expel US. This alone changes 
the character of the contest—puts that labor upon 
their shoulders which is now upon ours—and 
gives them a work to do which they can never per- 
form. Thisalone is a grand and striking recom- ` 
mendation of the bill—one which no military eye 
can overlook—which no military mind can under- 
value. A : 

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. CRITTENDEN] 
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says it will tare a whole year to build these block- 
houses. Thatis a declaration which astonishes me, 
coming from a Western man. It would hardly be 
expected from a city gentleman, who never saw a 
blockhouse. He and I, as We-tera men, as com- 
ing from States where these blockhouses were the 
refuge of every family, ia their early settlement; he 
and I should know betier. Weought to recol- 
lect that a few neighbors would meet together, and 
build it in a day—build ıt from the stump; cut the 
logs, haul them, pat them up: and the next day 
cover it in, and close it up. A blockhouse is no- 
thing but a green log house, of two stories; the se- 
cond story projecting a couple of feet over the 
first, and resting on a floer of split logs; the loop- 
holes for firing being in the upper story, both in 
the sides, and in the floor, and in the projections. 
A dozeamen will put up such a hous: in a day, 
and cover it in the nextday; and four or five men, 
with six or eight rifes, or muskets with buckshot 
cartridges, and one good woman to load for them, 
“would defend the house against all the Indians in 
America. This is the his'ory of such buildings! 
A year to build blockhceuses, indeed! Why, sir, 
a young cadet from West Poin’, brim full of science 
and book learaing, could not discover the means 
of spending a week upon such a job; while an old 
frontier oflicer, like Col. Twiggs, would undertake 
to put you up ahouse aday, if the occasion re- 
quired it, for every twelve mea that he could em- 
ploy on the work. 

Besides objections to the bill, we have attacks 
upon one of the officers lately employed in the 
conduct of-the Florida war. General Jesup is still 
the selected object of. attack, and of disadvanta- 
geous comparison. Not content with extolling to 
the skies the officers of his own political complex- 
ion, the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Pres- 
TON,} in order to enhance their praise, mut incon- 
tinently draw contrasts, and sink some oneas much 
below their level as he had raised his Federal or 
Whig heroes, above theirs. Now, sir, to all this 
praise bestowed upon the officers of his own politi- 
cal complexion, [have no manner of objection. 
He may make demigods of the whole of them; bat 
I object to his making demons of Democratic offi- 
cers. I object to his instituting disadvantageous 
comparisons; and giving the disadvantage in the 
comparison to him who has the advantage in 
merits. This is what has been done with 
Tespect to General. Jesup. He is put below 
all others, when he has, done more than 
all the others put together. In the year and 
a baif wkich he commanded ia Florida, he 
removed 2,300 of these Indians from that peninsula 
to the west of the Mississippi; all the rest of the 
generals put together, in the three years and a half 
in which they had the command, counting all their 
successes in killed, wounded, taken and removed, 
did not get rid of the ene-third part of that number. 
He removed 2,200 of the hos.ile Florida Indians in 
a year and a half, and that is three times as much 
as all the other commanders together have done in 
three years and ahalf. Besides that, he removed 
26,000 Creeks, in the summer of 1836, in six 
weeks, and atan expense which is but a fraction of 
what the removal of other Indians have cost. 
This is the historical truth due to General 
Jesup, assailed, and unjnstly assailed, as he 
is here. He is the only commanding gene 
ral who brings a scar from Florida; he has 
done three times as much, in half the time, as all 
the rest put together have done in that Territory. 
Yet he is the only one selected for attack: he is the 
only one assailed and disparaged by unjust com- 
parison. Is it the eomp'exion of his politics—is it 
his friendship for General Jackson, and some cthers 
of the Democracy, which brings these assaults upon 
him? If they are, it may be that a repetition of 
the assault may bring forth the details which will 
vindicate his title to the pre-eminence which I have 


assigned him. Sir, this is a busines which I dis- ' 


like. I heartily dislike the business of invidious 
comparison. Our officers, military and naval, 
without regard to politics, fight and die for their 
country. They do their besi; and I wish to sustain 
all who do their best for their country. I wish to 
give support and applause to every one who stakes 
his life for this sacred mother of us all, whether 
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fortune is more or less kind to him in giving him 
the opportunities which gild his banners with sug- 
cess. This is my disposition with respect to all; 
and I do hope and trast that no more disadvanta- 
geous comparisons shall be instiimted here to call 
forth my vindication of the injured, and, by impli- 
cation, to lower the exalted. l 

I bave now gone over, and fully answered, the 
ostensible and public objections to this bill; but I 
shoald illy discharge my duty If I did not also 
advert to the real and occult objections to it. These 
are, first, that it will make a slave State ; secondly, 
that it will make a Democratic State ; thirdly, that 
it will take land which the Spanish grants to the 
Duke of Alagon, the Count of Punonrostro, and 
Don Pedro de Vargas, cail for. These are the 
real objections ; and it becomes me tno say a few 
words in yegard to each. And first of the slave 
State objection. I holdin my hand, Mr. President, 
a little book (showing it) entitled the Anti-Slavery 
Almanac, for 1840. It is covered all over, and 


‘find filled all up, with pictures, such as white peo- 


ple of the South branding slaves—hunting slaves 
with dogs and guns—cat-hauling slaves—shooting 
slaves—old Kentack setting his dogs on slaves— 
lawless burning of slaves in St. Louis—chopping 


up living slaves with an axe, and throwing the. 


chopped off parts into the fire ; with many others of 
the same character, and all accompanied by figured 
representations and detailed explanations of the 
scenes they r:present. At page 45, of. this litile 
book, commences a chapter headed, in large capi- 
tals, with these words: 


“ Will you make Florida a slave State?” 
In this chapter there is a paragraph dedicated to 


the particular bill which is now under considera- | 
tion by the Senate, and of which I will read a part: 


“After this war had been cariied on (the Florida war) by a 
succession of the foulest crimes, from frem January 27, 1 
till the beginning of 1839, the United States Senate passed a bit 
fo” the armed occupation of Florida; which, in the language of 
a Senator (of the Opposition) was to establish a ‘corps of citizen 
soldiers, grant them four millions of acres of land, and give 
them liberty to kill when, where, and how, and whom they 
pleased, without any earthly responsibility. Allen, of Obio; 
Buchanan, of Pennsylvania; Hubbard and Pierce, of New 
Hampshire; Lyon and Norvell, of Michigan; Niles and Smith, 
of Connecticut; Robinson and Young, of Iinois; Wall, of New 
Joreey; and Wright, of New York, voted for the murderous 

i’ i 

This is what I find in the Antislavery almanac; 
and the whole Abolition press sings to the same 
tune. From the first day that the armed occupation 
bill was introduced, the black and fell spirit of 
Abolition pouhced upon it. That spirit has been 
at work ever since to defeat it; and since Aboli- 
tionism has become strong enough to dictate a no- 
mination to the two highest offices in the Republic, 
let no one despise its influence in the halls of legis- 
lation. Itisstrong here; it is strong abroad. It 
works ineessantly to obstruct Southern measures, 
and to pull down Southern men and their friends. 
See its labors against this bill, because it will cause 
Florida to be settled; see its denunciation of the De- 
mocratic members of Congress from the non-slave- 
holding States which support it. From A to Z— 
from Auten, of Ohio, to Young, of Iltinois—all, 
all, are denounced, pursued, persecuted, and marked 
out for the assaults of fanaticism, Abolitionism is 
atthe bottom of the opposition to this bill; but it has 
two strong allies, namely, Spanish grant specula- 


tors, and anti-Democratic politicians; and to these ` 


I proceed. 


Another of the real objections to thi: bil!, and 
which I bave often heard stated, though it is not. 


yet embodied in an almanac, is, that it will make 
Florida a Democratic rate. These three hun- 
dred acre men, it is said, will all be Democrats; 
their little frecholds will make them Democratic; 


they will support the Demccratic cause, and make 


another Democratie State in the South. This. is 
wormwood and gall to the Federal party, now 
called Whigs. ‘They cannot s'and it. Another 
Democratic State in. the South! perhaps two more 
there to ccme in, with two Democratic States in the. 
Northwest! it is intolerable and terrible. It is 
worse than gall and worm wood; itis hemlock itself; 


| it kills poor Whigery, kills it dead; and unless 


these Democratic States can be stifled ia embryo, 
all is lost, and the ghost of Federalism must flit 
from the stage. Here, then, is the root ofa violent 


Senate. 


opposi'ion to the settling of Florida with small 
landholders, instead of large slaveholders. 

_ The last of the real objections which I shall men- 
tion is, that it will spoil the game of the Spanish 
grant speculators. These gentry are now in great 
force, owing to the vast extent of the grants under 
which they claim, and the broad basis which they 
have given to their interest by the wide diffusion of 
shares in the claims. They constitute an active, 
subtle, and powerful corps in opposition to this bill. 
They wish the country conquered. They are 
willing to have armies raised, and millions upon 
millions of money lavished on the conguest. But 
noland! oh, no! They want all the land them- 
selves! Pay in any thing bat land. Above all, 
do not send these ten thousand settlers there, with 
their pre emptive privileges, to pick and choose for 
themselves, and to take up all the best tracts in 
satisfaction of their own rights. These specula- 
tors, and for this reason, are among the most tor- 
midable objectors to the bill. 


. I have now finished the examination of all the 
objections, ostensible and real, which are made to 
this bill; and persuade myself that the propriety of 
passing it is only made more apparent by the ar- 
guments adduced against it. I have done with my 
replies to the remarks of the Senators who oppose 
it; and a few observations will close what I have 
to say. In one thisg, I concar with the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Presron,] namely, in 
the opinion that Florida has been too much neglect- 
ed. I concur in the justice of the remark, but not 
in the sense in which he intends it. He intends it 
for the Administration; I intend it for Congress. I 
intend it to apply to our neglect—I say ours, for I 
mean to take a full share of the blame to myself— 
in neglecting the supervision of the Florida legisla- 
tion ! in not even reading the acts of the Legislative 
Council, which it was our duty to supervis before 
they became laws! The Territory is buried 
under corporations, and wnnder debts, which 
the organic law referred to our inspection, 
and of which we knew nothing until the acts 
were consummated. The debts are void; for 
a Territory is not a State, and has no power but 
that which is granted to it by Congress; and Con- 
gress has not granted to its police government in 
Florida the privilege of contracting five millions, 
or any number of millions, of debt. The eorpo- 
rations, from what I have seen of their absurd and 
monstrous privileges, are either void or voidabie. 
Congress has negiected its duty in suffering these 
debts, and these corporations, to be created in the 
first instance, and te remain so long unarraigned 
atour bar. Add te these the neglect of our do- 
main, pounced upon, wherever the Indians permit, 
by the assignees of the three great fraudulent and | 
nullified Spanish grants. In all these things, Con- 
gress has neglected Florida; but neglect is now to 
cease, and the affairs of this Territory—the civil es 
well as the military—are to receive their due atten- 
tion. The President, in his noble message, has 
called our attention to the civil abuses there, espe- 
cially to the power “assumed” by the Territorial 
Legislature to authorize the issue of bonds by cor- 
porate companies on the guarantee of the Territory. 
Under this call we cannot sleep; and henceforth the 
bonds, the corporations, and the Spanish grant 
speculators, must receive our attention as well as 
the Seminole Indians. ' 


Mr. President, this is a large measure—this 
armed cccupation bill—and both national and. 
Southern. It is a large national measure, and one 
of constitutional obligation upon us to adopt. We 
have made our campaigns, and fought our battles 
in Florida. The military have.done their part. 
For two years they have had the field clear of the 
enemy; for two years the enemy have been broken 
up, dispersed about, and driven into lurking holes. 
and hiding plac’s. . For two years the country has 
been ripe for armed settlem-nt—for settlement in 
staiions—for military colonists; such as the Romans 
planted in the conquered countries after the legions 
had destroyed: the armies, and captured the for- 
tresses which defended them; and which colonists 
were rewarded with grants of land in the ba a 
which they occupied and held in subjettion. — 4 iis 
bill is on the same plan; and goes to accomplishing. 
the great national object of terminating an expensive. 
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contest, pacifying & distracted territory, restoring 
exiles to their homes, and extending the aegis of 
the national protection to an integral part of the 
Union. 

Every interesat, national and Southern, civil, mi- 
litary, commereial and agricultaral, requires the 

as:age of this bill. Commerce requires the set- 
tlement of this peninsula. The wrecks of vessels, 
and the massacre of crews, loudly demand the re-es- 
tablishment of our light houses in that quarter, the 
extension of law and government to it, and the 
peopling of it withan orderly, industrious, and law- 
abiding population. 

The national defence requires its settlement. 
There is no plan of defence for the Southern fron- 
tier—no plan of naval defence for the Gulf of 
Mexico—which can omit the settlement, fertifica- 
tion, and strong occupation of this tongue of Jand 
which runs down almost to our naval station at 
Key West, and to the British possessions in the 
Bahamas. Itis a strip of land—a long bridge— 


which must be the avenue of entrance to the ene- - 


my—to the black regiments of their cruel policy— 
unless occupied, held, and defended by us with a 
strong arm and iron hand. 

Agriculture requires it, for it is the only part of 
our territory which approximates to the tropics, 
and can give us the rich tropical prodactions for 
which we now fay so much to foreigners. ‘The 
orange, the lemon, the lime, the fig, the pine apple, 
the plantain, the cocoa, all grow there. The most 
delicious grapes, rivalling the Malaga, are found 
there. The famous Cuba tobacco, so sought for 
in the shape of Havana cigars, is at home in that 
peninsula. Cotton and sugar there approach five: 
degrees nearer to the sun than in any other parts of 
the United States, and, consequeut y, are five de- 
grees nearer to their natal clime. Besides these 
more eminent productions, are many indigenous 
plants and roots, valuable as articles of subsistence, 
abound in that region. Of these, the wild potatoe, 
the cabbage tree, the brier root, the arrow root, and 
the palmetto, are the most considerable. The most 
valuable timber is found there, of which the live: 
eak, so essential to our navy, is the chief. The 
forests abound with game, the seas with fish; and 
it is the opinion of General Jesup that the fisheries 
of this region, in proportion to their extent, will 
prove as valuable as those of New Foundlaed. In 
z2ddition to all, such is the mildness of the climate; 
and the length of the growing season, that two 
crops of many classes of the products may be ex- 
pected in the year. As to the ‘silk worm, three 
crops of cocoons—the labors of three generations— 
are expec'ed from him annually. Such is the in- 


terest which agriculture has in the settlement -and 


cultivation of this country. 

Sir, it is a great Southern object: the whole South 
js interested in the pacification, settlement, perma- 
nent, and strong occupation of this peninsula. It 
is a large Southern measure—the largest which has 
been seen for along time—the largest which we 
now see. : The Northern Democracy stands by the 


South in this great object. They stake themselves. 
upon the contest, disregarding the infariate bowl- 


ings of Abolitionism, now reinforced bya power: 
ful ally, and bravely expose themselves for what is 
RIGHT for the SOUTH, without regarding what 
might be PRUDENT for themselves. T V 
the saying of Mr. Jefferson, that the Northern De- 
mocracy was the natural ally of the South, more sig- 
nally verified than on this occasion. 7“ l 


ed 
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REMARKS OF COOPER, 
; Or Gegnera, 
In the Housejof Repr ives, January 16, 1840— 


On the regoluiiou T. Wappy THompson -to 


tion, and thereby indicated a disposition to hear. 
If, however, the House is indisposed to bear dis- 
cussion, I am more:than content to desist. -If this: 
be the pleasure of genilemen, it isnow in their 


Never wás- 


| Us at every impulse you give it. It is a weapon 
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power to give that direction. Itis only necessary 
to give the intimation, and I will put the subject ia 
such a shape as to accomplish their wishes. [Here 
Mr. C. made a short pause] Wihout sucha de- 
sire expressed, it will not be considered a trespass 
on the time to proceed with what I have to say on 
a subject of fearful import. 

It would be my purpose, touching this matter, to 
make no move, to cali for no action, but to sit with 
folded arms, resolved to leave it to those who bring 
such firebrands here, to propose such course as, 
in their opinion, the House should adopt. It is to 
_ be regretted that my friend from South Carolina 
[Mr. THompson] has felt it his duty to present a 
proposition. If I could flatter myself that a re- 
quest of mine could prevail with that gentle- 
man, I would ask him to withdraw his amend- 
ment. 

(Mr. Tuomeson of South Carolin arose and said, 
that rather than have any difficulty with his friends, 
he would withdraw his proposition. 

"Mr. Bippie entreated the gentleman from South 
Carolina not to withdraw his resolution. He ap- 
pealed to his generosity, and implored him to allow 
him an opportunity of explaining his views on this 
matter; an opportunity he had been seeking for in 
vain, for the last two years. 

Mr. Back hoped the gentleman from Soutk 
Carolina would withdraw his resolution, unless 
every gentleman on the floor who desired to address 
the House on this subject, should have the same 
opportunity of doing so. 

Mr. Tuompson, of South Carolina. Then I do 
not withdraw it.] ' 

Mr. Coorer resumed: Two days ago, Mr. 
Speaker, when a question of reception was pro- 
pounded on presentation of Abolition petitions, 
a well informed gentleman stated to us that, on a 
direct vote, less than one fourth of the members 
would be found voting to reject them. If at a 
crisis like the present such a result could obtain, let 
it be made known. Upon this, as upon all ques- 
tions, it is ihe duty of the United States Congress 
to act with perfect frankness. An open and manly 
course is due to its own character, and that alone 
is calculated to exbibit its true sentiments to the 
people we represent. We should: march directly 
wp to the point, and. pronounce, unequivocally, 
what we think is expedient and right in regard to 
the reception of these petitions. Any other policy 
on this occasion, argues either disrespect for the 
petitioners, or a fearfulness of responsibility, un- 
worthy of a member of Congress. This plain, 
direct, and upright courze, is demanded by the 
wishes of those who petition, as well as by the in- 
terests of those who are to be aggrieved by the pe- 
titions. 

Sır, the welfare of the Sta‘e of Georgia requ'‘res 
that you should pronounce an opinion reject:ng 
these petitions; or if you would not reject them, 
that you should nrake it known. She has no party 
interests to serve by this. Tnese are considera- 
tions too light, too irivial, too pitiful, to enter into 
her éstima‘e at this time, and on this occasion. 
The same influences which bring these petitions 
here, and the same arguments which are invoked 
in behalf of the petitioners, have carried and sus- 
tained an open attack upon her domes‘ic relations, 
and upon the rights of property held by her citi- 
zens. It is, therefore, she claims of you, by the 
obligation of duty you owe to her, to reject this 
class of petitions, saying to the petitioners, you are 
endangering the Government, and destroying the 
peace and harmony of the States. If you will not 
deal thos candidly with them, and are of opinion 
they ought to te received, let the South understand 
you. - The State of Georgia may then, with pra- 
dence, safety, wisdom and efficiency, adopt her 
own policy in respect to matters about which she 
is deeply concerned. ; 


: I desire to disemabarrass this subject of the party 
trammels that have been thrown around it. fbe 
ground on which you fight is sacred—rendered so 
by the Constitution. The people, affected by your 
political bandyism, are, by that instrument, urging 
on you the obligations of duty; are claiming the 
repose of peace and quiet. The football, which is 
. the instrament of your sport in this game, wounds 
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which, placed in the hands of either, deals death- 
b'ows to all around—death to us and our interests, 
or death to your Government. Sport on, therefore, 
if you must, and strive which shall receive most 
pleasure, or suffer least pain; in the wind up, your 
pleasure will turn to pain, and your joy into 
sorrow. 

The subject before us is the reception or rejection 
of Abolition petitions—petitions praying the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia and the 
Territory of Florida. We complain of these peti- 
tions as an evil. I propose to examine into 

The nature, source, and extent of this evil; 

Our daty in regard to it; and 

The remedy. ; 

The proposition of my friend from South Caro- 
lina, now on your table, is not the proper one, 
being at best, ambiguous, uncertain, and indirect. 
I desire a rejection of the petitions. 

I proceed, however, to consider the first point, 
the nature, source, and extent of evil in these peli- 
tions. Here, sir, Iam advised by some, the ar- 
gument was exhausted on some former occasions, 
before another Congress. I will, neverthless, 
offer the reasons which, as I conceive, in your 
wisdom should contrel this subject. I desire to do 
it dispassionately and deliberately, that the truths 
which I may utter may not be lost in a tempest, 
being ascribed to rage. l desire to do it without 
the aid of declamation. In its loftiest effort, the 
gravity of those truths would sink them beyond 
our view. 

What Ishall say is intended for this Heusc, if 
it please to hear; for those especially who bring 
and advocate here these petitions; for them and 
their constituents, not for mine. When I address 
my constituen's, I prefer to be near to them, and 
meet them face to face. 

Before I proceed, sir, it is indispensable that I 
exact of gentlemen a concession of one point, 
without which, no argument can be maintained, no 
truth tested. What is that? It is this: The Con- 
stitut on as adopted and written, shall prove the 
truth of our position, and form the sole measure 
of our right and wrong. Without this, we are 
thrown back on first principles. Each State stands 
for itself, and this Government is dissolved. You 
admit, then, the Constitution is the only rule and 
measure of our obligations and powers. That 
every assertion of power, every claim of right, or 
declaration of duty, is tested by its provisions. 
That no higher test can be referred to, to.correct or 
overrule politically a decision, made by the appli- 
cation of its principles. 

The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Grancea,] 
after expressing his contempt of local opinions and 
sectional interests, has pointed us to the “corrected 
opinion of mankind, the enlightened philanthropy of 
the age,” to pat us right on questions here iavolved. 
Sir, I have elsewhere heard of “abligations paia- 
mount” to the Constitution by which to test these 
political relations. This error is radical, strikes 
at the foundation of cur Government, and pros- 
trates the whole fabric. The States have created 
no such obligations, acknowledge none such poli- 
tically, and will have none such forced on thom. 
Such opinions are disorganizing and revolationary. 
They give a death blow to all constitutional free- 
dom, will establish the Charch, and make the Pops 
supreme on earth. 

The Constitution, then, is the true ru'e of our 
political faith, the sole test of rectitude in practice. 
It was made by the States, whose people had pre- 
existing political relations. It was made for them, 
according to these established connections. By 
these, the beings forming the subject of these peti- 
tions had no citizenship, but were as verily pro- 
perty as your lands. Is this denied? If so, the 
argument is exhausted, and the Union dissolved. 

This instrument, rendered practical by agents 
appointed for that purpose, is the Government, and 
is formed for the States that made it, ‘and for the 
people of those States, who then possessed a poli- 
tical relation to each other, and for ne other; and 
for them in no other relation. 

The rights and privileges then existing, not 
thereby surrendered or forbidden, with those 
which were by it created, were the objects to be 
secured to those for whom the Government was 
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established. The right of property was one; yes, 
the right of property in slaves. Does any one deny 
it here? I pause {or reply. Notone! (Sip, it has 
been denied elsewhere by high authori'y.) With- 
out that, this Union would not have been formed. 
Is this denied? I pause for reply. It is admitted. 

Among those privileges is the quiet ond pedceful 
enjoyment of this right. Another is the freedom of 
speech, “the freedom of the press, and the right 
peaceably to assemble and to petition the Govern- 
ment for redress of grievances.” All of these, 
however sacred or invio'ate, are in some sense 
more or less restricted, limited, and deniable in the 
exercise—the “right of petition” or freedom of 
speech, not less so'than the right of property. 
This results from the faet that, as between the 
several States, or the citizens of each, the one has 
rights and privileges equal with the other; where- 
fore the Government cannot be administered, or 
long exist, unless you decline the exercise of a 
mere privilege when it destroys a right of property; 
the “freedom of speech,” for instance, when it 
would rob me of reputation; the “freedom of the 
press,” when the effect is the same, or to destroy 
the peace of a whole community. 

Tais is right, too, on the plain principl-s of that 
“natural justice” which is such an idol in your 
worship. To speak, to write, or petiticn, in a 
matter that does not immediate y interest you, 
‘with which you are not personally connected, 
and lies not at your door, if a privilege at all, 
is a mere naked privilege, the benefits of which re- 
sults not to yourself particularly, but to “mankind 
‘at large.” Do you not peiceive it? Is not this go- 
ing beyond the Constitution? And what is this 
bat a second crusade? Sir, it wants but the a mor, 
the military parade, and the battle array to make it 
literal. 

Let it be remembered that it is the pride and 
glory of these States to have instituted the novel 
experiment of a written Constitution without which, 
and beyond which, there is no power and no govern- 
ment; without that we have norule of political 
action, and dare not express a political opinion. 
The “universal opinicn of mankind” is not our rule; 
-half of them have not seen or heard of our Consti- 
tion. 


- Now, sir, suppcse the exercise of this mere na- 
ked privilege, which benefits another, net yourseif, 
the l ss copsquent on which exercise falls not on 
you, tut on another, whose rights you have not 
on'y pledged, but swoin to respect and defend, 
shall tend to take from me my prop:ty in per- 
son or thing? Have you a right to such ex- 
ercise? By the Constitution, you must say no; 
. by those “eternal principles of right” which these 
petitioners worship, for which they run rcugh shod 
over the char'er of our liberty, and subvert the 
Union, you will answer, no. 


Suppose again, under such circumstances, you 
refuse 'o receive petitions —is that a denial of the 
“right peaceably to assemble and to ‘petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances?” If 20, 
` how do you check deba'e here? how does one man 
r's2 and speak whilst all are made to sit? how do 
yoa chaia the slanderer’s tongue, tie the hand 
of the libelier, or hang a man for inditing Irea- 
ton? 

This privi'ege, or right of petition, in the cases 
before yoa, is inferior to my right of property, and 
the enjoyment thereof under the compact. The 
latter is greater, the former less, and must yield. 
Is this not +0? Most certainly. If so, then the re- 
‘fusal ta receive these petitions, which is made the 
false pretext for exciting the sympathies, and in- 
flaming the passions of men, women, and children, 
is not only right, but becomes your duty, under the 
most solemn of all obl-gations. Daty to us re- 
quires it; that we may peaceably enjoy the rights 
that belong to us. Duty to them demands it; that 
‘they may turn their thoughts on themselyes and 
perceive th-ir error. And if you owe any thing 
tu the opinions of mankind, to “justice,” or religion, 
daty to all requires it; that men may not be “in- 
qauisitive about other m: n’s matters, nor become 
‘railers nor disturbers ef the Feace;” that you may 
not do injus ice, without warrant, to let what you 
call “natural justice” be done; and that this sopi. 
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nion of mankind” may be corrected, by reference 
to your rule, of which they are ignorant. 

Under our Government, there are not only mu- 
tual rights, bat reeiprocal duties. Your Govern- 
ment is under the same obligations, if not greater, 
to respect and maiatain the rights of Georgia, than 
she is to obey your lawful enactments. So of these 
petitioners, and the people of Georgia. Having ad- 
mitied our right ,of property, it is your duty not to 
move by petition cr otherwise. This is true, 
whether the effect of your petitions be to destroy 
my property contrary to my will, or to lessen its 
value, by indirect means, beyond my control. If 
this be not so, what right have you to complain of 
your neighbor, who puts a torch to his own dwel- 
ling, which, by possibility, may commanicate to 
yours? 

There is one other political and historical truth 
I wish observed, for, in tracing the evils that sur- 
round ns to their source, we shall illastrate, that a 
failure to notice this has ted most of the Abolition- 
ists into dangerous errors. It is this: Your 
Government was not made for negroes or 
slaves lf, in forming it, you had attempted 
that, it woald have failed. “Those who come 
here with petitions claiming justice need not startle 
at this; and if, in your exenrsions through Europe, 
“you blush to be told of it, hide your blushes, come 
home, upset your Government, and form a new 
one. Do not hold us to the old one; and setup 
the “opinion of mankind,” gathered in Europe, as 
the rule of our political action. Our people are 
about as ignorant of that rule as you, and half of 
Europe, are of the Constitution. We seldom go to 
Europe, besause we pay yon to go for us; hence, 
we du not suffer the infliction of that “opinion” as 
you do; bat if that is your “grievance,” you may 
stay at home and let us go. 

This Union was formed for the States—the peo- 
ple of the States—ihat people who then had their 
respective constitutions and laws establishing their 
political, civil, and domestic relations. Negroes 
had no band in it, bere or at home, and were not 
referred to when you proposed “to establish jus- 
tice,” and “secure the blessings of liberty to our- 
selves and our posterity.” Do you think s0? If so, 
speak out. 

Now, sir, baving presented these undeniable 
tru'hs, with a vi w to trace existing evils to their 
source, I preceed to inquire, who are they that pe- 
tition thus? Are they the owners of the property 
in slaves? Notso Are they citizens of slave- 
holding communitie:? No. 'They are citizens of 


Massachusetts. Very well; as a general rule, we . 


admit the right of Massachusetts citizens to petition. 

To whem do they petition? To Congress, com- 
posed of members from slaveholding, as well as 
non-slaveholding Stater. By the same general 
rule, itis granted to be the duty of Congress to re- 
ceive petitions. 

When are these petitions offered? 
at the call of Massachusetts, tut happens to be 
very prejudicial to very important money claims 


of my constituen‘s, as well as those of other gen- . 


tlemen, and possibly to the prejudice of still 
larger interests; and therefore it would have been 


better to have kept them back fora few weeks. - 
Still it was their day, and no objection can right. . 


fully be urged on that ground. 


For whom do ghey petition? For themselves? 
For Europe, or Asia, or Africa, or the citi- 


No. 
zens of e.ther? It is not so represented; and if it 
were, it must be admitted that they, as individuals, 
could not petition you. For whcm then? It need 
not be disguised; these petitions are for, and on 


behalf of, the negroes or slaves of this District, and - 
the several States. Yes, the-e petitioners have 
placed themselves by the side of the slaves of the. 
South, inciting them to rebellion; aiding them - 


to wage war with their mastets; presenting 


petitions for these who have no right to ask: 


any thing of you; joining an issue with their 
masters, which to make or join at home, and 


unier the laws governing master and slave, is. 
death; doing and saying that, which, being done - 
and said within the jurisdic:ion ofa State here re.. 
presen el, is incendiary, insurrcctionary, and felo-- 


piots. AN this is done and said here to those who 
are deputed specially to represent the great inte- 


True, it is . 
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rests of the South. And we, it is contended, are 
bound to receive all this, to bear it, and submit. If 
this be true, then do your worst, and you can only 
take one step farther under the banner of a “sacred 
right of pe ition:” that will-be, to look a little closer 
inte our domestic circle, and petition that our chil- 
dren quit their parenis, and our wives have per- 
mission to leave their husbands. Where is the 
philanthropist who can insist on the reception of 
such papers; or where the Christian, with all the 
light before him, who can pray for such results? 
What.true Republican can support: such startling 
doctrines? 

But for what do they pray? “For the abolition 
of slavery and the slave trade in this District and 
the Territories.” This you have no power by the 
Constitution or laws to do. Why? ‘ihe reasons 
are at hand. 

Grant, for argument sake, that your Govern- 
ment has all the power in this District and the Ter- 


-Filories, which the States have in their limits; you 


still have no power to do it, since it would deprive 
individuals of their property without their consent. 

Government is made to protect and defend the 
rights of property, not to subvert them. There 


‘would be wanting even the pretext that the pro- 


perty was for public ase. - By numbers and the 
aid of the sword, you might effect your object; bat 
the history of the last reventy years has proved that 
freemea will fight for much less cause. 

Is.it pretended that this Government has a “pub- 
‘lic use” for this property? Quite ihe reverse. 
What, then, do you do with that clause of your 
Constitution which says: “Nor shall private pro- 
perty be taken for public use without just compen- 
sation?” And let it be remembered, this taking 
“for public use” is an exception to the broad pro- 
vision that-it shall not be taken at all. And what 
shall we do with our oaths to support such items? 

Bat it is denied that Congress has the same 
powers here and in the Territories which the States 
have.in their respective limits. Why? Because its 
powers are defined and limited, both as to the oh- 
jects and purposes for which, and on which ‘it may 
act. The “exelusive power to legislate in all cases 
whatsoever” in this District, is “subject to corres- 
pondisg limitations and restrictions laid on its 
powers in other respects, and must ‘be consonant 
theret», otherwise this grant of “exclusive power”? 
would operate to subvert cvery right of the citizen 
here. Not only so, Congress is under cbligations 
to Virginia and Maryland, as well asto ali the 


staveholding -States, not to abolish Slavery here or 
-in'the Territories. . 


The existence of such obliga- 
tion, is ‘neither more nor less than, in : other 
Words, to assert a want of power to do what itis 
obliged not to do. 

Consider these petitions in reference to their 
practical effect, and what is it but to ask you to 
rob us by form of law, to subvert our institutions, 
burn our dwellings, stir ap civil war, and commit 
murder and rapine? Sir, we ask not your protec- 
tion at home, we do net need it. If we we need 
it, it is against your ignorance of our rights or 
your wilfal disregard to them, and 10 your sole cn 
obligations of daty. $ : 

‘It follows'then that there -is no power to grant 
such petitions, that if there was, it would be mani- 
festly unjust, as much so as to receive a petition 
from me to burn the dwelling of the gentleman 
from New York, {Mr. Grancer.] Wherefore 
then the obligation to receive? Ia truth, is the.e 
not a positive duty to reject them? : 

The Abolitionists are not that worthless, disre- 
putabie, and unimportant class of people they are 
sometimes represented to be. Anu here I beg to 
correct the honoreble gen'leman from South Caro- 
ina (Mr. Txompson.} In the large commercial 
cities, comparatively few:respectable and intelligent 
citizens are found to be Abolitionists.: ‘There is 


‘an interest: felt in those commercial communities, 


which beats down this spirit of fanatiehm. But 
go into the country, the int-rior viHagesand towns; 
there you will find the soal.and spirit of that body 
called Abolitionists; and they are far from beirg 
low, mean, or contemptib'e; they are sober, indus- 


‘ttio-1s, religious,-and intelligent, on all matters per- 


taining to their own interests—most ignorant of our 


|- Constitution and laws, aod opr rights ander them, 
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Unfrrtunately by education and habit they are con- 
fiding, and readily yield to the lead of those whose 
interest it is to have them follow. They havea 
fanatical zeal for this Abolitionism, and nothing 
causes them to pause but a conviction that the Go- 
vernment will be dissolved if they persevere. 
Knowing this, their leaders persuade them there is 
no danger. You have only to satisfy them that 
disunion results from Abolition, ard they give it 
up. Am I right, or am I wrong? Two summers, 
nt north of this, have taught me that. I have 
it not from politicians, but from the unsophisticated 
farmer, having conversed with him in his fields. 
You, therefore, who represent this body of men, 
will allow us, through you, to address a word 
to your constituents. Do now what you have 
failed to do heretofore. Examine strictly your 
rule of political truth, Read our Constitution 
and the history of its formation. Call on 
your editors, lecturers, and agents, to disse- 
minate, utter, and publish tracts on those sub- 
jects without comment; ponder well your duties 
and obligations under them—the respect you owe to 
our rights; compare the force of these with your 
sense of duty, merely to petition for Abolition. _ 

Have you made no pledges to us in that instra- 
ment by which we united as States? As Chris- 
tians, can you be insensible to the obligations of 
your promises? After you shall have answered 
these questions, and made the examinations de- 
manded of you, then remember that among other 
grievances enumerated by the colonies during the 
Revoluticn, and published in your Declaration of 
Independence, inciting your slaves to insurrection 
was one. How can you expect us to cease to burn 
with indignation, whilst you, under the pretence of “a 
scered right of petition” pray upon US the very 
grievance your fathers fought to revenge? You are 
inveigling and enticing our slaves, seducing them 
from the path of obedience, and inciting them to 
insurtecticn. 

Sir, I callon the gentlemen from New York, 
from Maine, and from Massachusetts, when they 
go home, to give their constituents light on these 
points. Ask the Governor of New York what are 
his opinions? Are you prepared, with him, to deny 
this right of property? If so,let us all know it. 
‘Will you join issue with him—then publish his 
error to the four winds. Is not all personal pro- 
perty a subject of theft and larceny? But | forbear. 


One item of recent his‘ory strikes me here; itis 
this: “Larceny of a slave is no crime in the Empire 
State”—the obligations of your Constitution not- 
withstandiog—since the Governor of that State— 

[The Sreaxer here interrupted Mr. C. and in- 
formed him tnat it was not in order to allude to the 


Governors of the States. 


Mr. Barnarp begged that the gentleman might 


proceed.} 


Mr. Coorrr continued. Mr. Spzaxer, it ap- 
pears to me that a very large and respectable por- 
tion of this Union overlook, disregard, and habitu- 
ally disparage the rights and interests of another 
I refer to the North and South. So ha- 
bitual is the disregard of the former for the latter, 
that they induce us to believe they consider this 
Government as existing almost exclusively for 
themselves. One wou!d suppose, that to be tribu- 
tary to their rai'roads, canals, and turnpikes, 
their fortifications and light-houses, their foreign 
and domestic commerce, their manofactories and 
banks, and, thereby, to their splendid cities, their 
farms and country seats, would suffice, and we 
might be permitted peacefully to use and enjoy a 
portion of the means that enable us to make con- 
tribution. But not so! So they petition loud, nume- 
rous, and strong, that we be compelled to give up 
that also; and if we deny their right so to petition, 
this denial of an undue exercise of a right of peti- 
tion is the foundation of clamorous appeals to the 
“law of nature, “eternal justice,” and the “opinion 
of mankind,” which are claimed to be of higher 


portion. 


obligations than the Cons‘itution itself. 


Idleness and a fanatical zeal for natural liberty, 
regardiess of law, form the source of all the mis- 
chief those peaple are working through the country. 
Your Abolitionists have a “zeal without know- 
edge,” which, being wrought upon by edron; 

? 


Jectureys and agents, ends in wickedness. 
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being otherwise out of employment, fan the fame 
whereby numbers are added, and contributions in- 
creased. Abolition excitement, therefore, is made the 
pucleusofa party that gives employment to the other- 
wise unemployed; clothes the naked, and feeds the 
hungry. Politicians watch the movement, and by 
leaning to them, or openly advocating them, ride 
into power. A few men of wealth, influence, ta- 
lents and education, filled with the vanity of future 
fame, have thrown themselves in the attitude of 
leaders. So controlling have they already become in 
New York and Maine, that it has become a matter 
of interest and rivalship with the local parties, to 
address themselves more and more near to their 
views. It is notto be disguised that the two great 
parties in this House consider this subject more 
with reference to party effect, than the principles 
of your Constitution. One party, asa whole, is 
by profession and practice somewhat more friendly 
to our interest, on this question, than the other, 
resulting mainly from their respective positions; 
but either seem hitherto to. have fixed limits short 
ef what our rights and the Constitution authorize 
them to go. 

- How then are we to s'ay an evil that is sweeping 
the North, springing from the wants and necessities 
of men, being identified with the labor ef the coun- 
try, and fed by religious fanaticism; which is the 
theme of pcetry and romance; the subject of lec- 
tures, sermons, and prayer meetings; which is cra- 
dled with infancy; instilled by education; carica- 
tured in print shops; directed and lauded by an 
unrestrained press; which is addressed to and re- 
ceived by the beggar and the lordling; the male 
and the female, in city, town, and country; which is 
advocated by lawyers and doctors, judges and ju- 
rors, priests and laymen; is admitted to control po- 
liticians, Governors and S ate Legislatures; affects 
the Presidential controversy, influences this Houte, 
divides North and South, unites with Church and 
State, and now shakes the Union? How shall we 
arrest it? Ours is an awful responsibility. But 
the country requires us to take it; posterity will 
hold us accountable. 

You have the remedy in your own hands, if you 
choose to apply it. ‘Tell these petitioners this is a 
subject they ought not, cannot petit:on for. And 
„when you re‘ura, meet them at their firesides, and 
in their fields; plant yourselves on the charter of 
our freedom; summon fact and reason; fail not to 
tell them, they are injuring their neightors, and 
dis olving the Government. . 

Failing to apply this remedy here, sir, the South 
must take the alternative; yield her rights, permit- 
ting you to use the Government for your own be- 
nefit,, and abuse it for our injury— or dis:olve. 
Failing todo your duty here, Georgia, one of your 
confederates, willing to hear advice, but entit'ed to 
act fer herself, must do what her interest and hap- 
piness requires. In her controversies connected 
with this subject, she cannot admit ycur power to 
decide for her—she cann' t ask it—Maine could not 
submit to it—if she does— 

[The Speaker here interrupted Mr. C.] 

Mr. Coorer continued. I was going to say 
that if the power was claimed here and asserted, 
and your judges, marshals, posse, or army were 
ordered out to foree Maine— 

[The Speaxrr aga n interrupted. 

Mr. Evans and Mr. Smits, of Maine, hoped the 
_ gentleman would be permitted to go on.) 

Mr. Cooper said it was not his intention then, 
orever, to viclate order; he thanked the Speaker for 
his kindness in enforcing order, andthe House for 
its courtesy in wishing him to go on. The refer- 
ence to Maine and to New York, was made with 
the sole view of illustrating the propriety of ap- 
plying a rule here, calling for a non-reception of 
these petitions, which might avert a more disagree- 
able alternative. 

Gent'emen have said this is the way to multiply 
Abolitionists, and the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Gentry] says receive, refer, and report on 
them, and the Abolitionists will be satisfied. 

Sir, this subject was urged by petitions as early 
as 1790, by a most worthy and intelligent commu- 
nity of people, the Quakers. Georgia had her Bald- 
win and Jackson then to oppose them; a reference 


and report was made. Such, with little variance || 


: suggested by one of my colleagues, 
. Bewt,] arise in his place and declare that 
- # was all he desired? 
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continued to be the course, till the object of the 


Abolitionists changed, and the honorable gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Granaxr,] will permit 
me to correct him. In 1834-5, and before 1836, 
the excitement began to run high. Respectful 
treatment, reception and reports, only strengthened 
them, until, on this floor, honorable gentlemen as. 
serted a power in Congress to abolish slavery in 
the States, and declared that slaves had a right to 
memorialize this body. Havegentlemen forgotten 
the course of Mr. Pinckney, the same now urged 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Genrry.] 
He had a reference and a report. Did that satisly 
or check Abolitionism? No, the causes have con- 
tinued to operate, and che effects to increase. 
Wherefore, then, do Southern men wish a refer- 
ence again? 

I have trespassed on your patience longer than 
I intended. The importance of the subjrct, and 
the interest of my constituents, is the apology. Sir, 
I leave this unpleasant subject with you; unplea- 
sant it isin the extreme. Here-—at home—through- 
out this Union—look at it in all its aspects, it is 
fearful to the North and the South. The issue is 
at hand, and you are bound to speak the lanzuage 
of truth and sincerity to the North and the South, 
to cease on this question your party movements, 
and tell us what you think. Reject these peti- 
tions through regard to the constitutional r'ghts of 
the States—quiet the South, and let the North un- 
derstand that the Government is tottering. Do this, 
and you effect much to avert the storm and silence 
the commotion of the efements. But let the influ- 
ences that drive these documents here move on, 
yield yourself to them—and, we say, talk not to 
Georgia of her obligations to a Constitution tram- 
pled by others under foot. She is an humble, sub- 
missive instrument at the fcotstool of power, or 
she will rise and defy those who woald “‘incite her 
slaves to insurrection.” i 


s 
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REMARKS OF MR. WATTERSON, 
Or TENNESSEE, 
In the House of Representative, January 16, 1840— 
On the subject of Abofition petitions. 

Mr. Speaker: Differing äs I do from a portion 
of my colleagues upon this*ubject, I feel that it is 
my duty to state some of the reasons which influ- 
ence my course. I did hfpe, sir, that on the excit- 
ing and important questjon now under considera- 
tion, it would be my gogd fortune to battle, arm to 
arm and shoulder to shoulder, with a!l the Repre- 
sentatives from the State of Tennessee. It is to 
me a source of deep mortification that any South- 
ern man should hesitate a moment in regard to the 
proper disposition of Abolition petitions, much less 
pursue a cou'se which, in my judgment, is playing 
into the hands of those miserable fanatics. The 
resolution offered by the gentleman from Louisia- 
na, [Mr. Cxnn,] proposing to receive and refer to 
a committee all memorials and petitions relating to 
the abolition of slavery in this Dist:i:t, in the Ter- 
ritories, or in the States, concedes every thing the 
Abolitonists are contending for at this time, and I 
must be permi'ted to express my great astonish- 
ment at the source from which it orig nated. 
Coming as he does from one of the largest slave- 
ho'ding States in the Union, I regard the move as 
extremely unfortunat>; but not more so than the 
zealous and able support which it has reeeived 
from some of my colleagues and others of the same 


| political party, who hail from the South. Sir, are 


not the votes of every Abolitionist in the House 
recorded upon the journaljin favor of suspending 
the rule, for the purpose of adopting it? Did not 
the distinguished gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Apams,] when a similar proposition was 
(Mr. 


Well do the Abolitionists 
know that the goal of universal emancipation 


i @annot be reached, but by degrees—that the ram- 


parts of the Constitution cannot be torn down in a 
day nor a week; and hat if they can gain a single 
point ata time, they may ultimately succeed in 
eradicating siavery, not in the District of Columbia 
alone, but in the several States—~and at the same 
time sunder the cords that bind together this glori- 
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ous Union. Sir, | would rather these conspirators 
against the perpetuity of this Repnblic, and the 
rights and tranquillity of its citizens, should prate 
about grievances, which, if they exist at all, can- 
not affect them, to the end of time, than to acknow- 
ledge by wy vote, that I am bound to receive, reter, 
and treat with common respect their petitions, 
which ask me to violate the Constitution of my 
country, which I have solemnly sworn to support. 
If we are to have peace upon such terms only, I, 
for one, am against peace. But have we so soon 
forgotten the pa-t? Does nol every gentleman up- 
on this ficor recollect, that the same argument was 
_ used in 1836, in favor of the reference of these pe- 
titions to a committee—that then, as naw, it was 
contended, that such reference would be the most 
effectual mode of tranquilizing the public mind, 
and staying all further agitation of the subject cn 
the part of the Aboli ionists? Under this delusive 


hope, such a committee was raised, on-the motion | 


of a distinguished gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Pinckney.] That committee went to work, 
and made an able report against the prayer 
of the petitioners, and what was the effect? Was 
the voice of Abolition hushed? Did their m- 
sulting and infamous fetitions cease to pour 
iato this House? Were the rights and feel- 
ings of the South any more respected? Let 
your jcurnals for t:e last three years an- 
swer. Session after session are we calle upon to 
repel their assaults against cur domestic institu- 
tons, our homes, and our firesides. Instead of al- 
laying, as it was alleged wou:d be the case, it has 
increa-ed their exertions. Shall we, then, resort to 


an experiment, which has already so signally | 


failec?. To do so would be nothing but downrizht 
madness. Petter, far better, to stand firm Lke 
men, and give way on no pari of the ground. If 
we once commence retreating, they will never 
cease their Cemands, until they have accomplished 
their unhallowed purposes. But the Abolitionists 
and their apolcg’sts contend that to refus¢ acting 
on these petitions is a violation of that artic’e in 
the Constitution, which prohibits Congress from 
passing any law abridging the “right of the people 
peaceab'y to assemble, and to petition the Govern- 
ment for a reiress of grievances.” This I deny. 
Have we passed any law, or are we called upon to 
pass any law, abridging this rizh? Surely not. 
The people are at liberty to “peaceably assemble” 
at any time, and to petition upon any subjec'; but 
when it is presented here by an honorable member, 
by the rules of the House which we have adopted 
for our government, he has to state ils contents; and 
afer bearing such statement, are we not prepared 
to say wheiher itis of sach a character as would 
justify vs in rejeeting it at once? By way of 
ilus:ration, sappcse the fanatics of Massachu- 
setis, or any other State, should take it 
ints theie heads to send petitions to the 
Legis'ature of Tennes<ee, asking them to pass a 
law authorizing and empowering our slaves to cut 
all our throats by a given time, would it be a de- 
nial of the right of petition not to reccive and re- 
fer them? Aga'n: suppose the hot-headed Sou'h- 
erners. believing that the venerable ex-President, 
, who sis across the way, was ‘most essentially de- 
ranged upon the subject of slavery, and that by his 
course in this House their lives and their property 
were endangered, shonld ask Congress to enact a 
law, sending h m to some place of confinement the 
remainder of a long ard eventful life, would not 
the gentleman himself admit, that this was an 
abtse of the right of petition; or, in other werds, 
that we would not Le tound to receive and con- 
siderit? Gent’emen declare if we will only rte- 
ceive and refer Abolition petitions, it is all they 
wish; the House can then pat the “broad seal” of 
condemnation upon them as soon as they please. 
Bach declarations rezolve themselves into this: that 
to refuse to receive and refer their petitions, is a 
gross insa't; bat the moment after reception and 
reference, we may commit them to the flames, 
wih:ut effence! Mest logical and happy thought, 
truly! But Lam not willing to trust them. Let 
us mark our indignation at the objects they have 
in view, by a pompt and deci-ive vcte at the 
threshold, Let us say tothem that we have no 
power to legislate on the sabject; and if we had, it 
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could not be exercised, without tearing down the 
fairest fabric that human wisdom ever reared, and 
spreading havoc and 1uin where there is now peace 
and prosperity. 

_ Mr. Speaker, by refusing to receive these peti- 
tions after we have heard their contents stated by 
the introducer, or by laying them on the table with- 
out any further action upon them, we avoid debate 
on this distracting subject. Sir, every debate here 
may kindle the fires of insuriection in the South. 
Let me ask, how can debate be prevented, if we 
receive, and refer them toa committee? The mo- 


ment that reference is made, a member rises in his |: 


place,hoids up a resolution in his hand, and demands 
its adoption. What is i? It is a resolution in- 


structing the committee to report in favor of the | 


prayer of the Abolitonists. He has the floor; no 
other memter can get it in order to move the pre- 
vious question; and he proceeds for hours, if not 
days, to p'ead the cause of these incendiaries. Every 


word he utters, through the secret agency of the | 


Abolitionists, finds its way to the ears of the slave 


pepulation of the South, and may excite them to | 


rebellion and massacre. But, sir, suppose you suc- 
ceed in applying the previous question at the close 
of this speech; cannot another member, and ano- 
thrr, and so o3, until the who'e number is exhaust- 
ed, bring fı rward resolutions of the like kind, and 
in that way keep up an everlasting debate in this 
House, and an everlasting disturbance out of it? 


This must be the inevitable result of receiving and 


referring such papers to a committee. Unlike my 
two col'eagues, (Messrs. Gentry and Bett,] I 
can never consent to such a reception and reference. 
It must lead to interminab'e discussion; and discus- 
sion ke e, I fear, will lead to the most direful con- 
sequences, 

The gentleman from the city of New York [Mr. 
Monroe] has declared that the battle of Abolitionism 
must be fought at the North. Must be fought in 
the North, and by whom, sii? The political party 
(Whig) to which heis attached? If so, I have 
solemn apprehensions that oar rights will be in pe- 
culiarly bad keeping ! 

Sir, were they fighting the battles of the South, 
when they were sappourting a notorious Aboli- 
tionist [Mr. Bradish] for Lieutenant Governor of 
New York, when they gave him about nine een 
thousand votes in th city, and near one hundred 


and fifty thousand in the State? Were they fight- | 


ing the battles of the South, when they were ral- 
lying around the black standard of an Abo‘itionist 
fı r Governcr of Pennsylvania in 1838? I mean 
Joseph Ritner, who received the full Waig vote in 
that State; and will any memter present deny i? 
If so, let him speak. I ho!d in my hand a message 
which he delivered to the Legislature, December, 
1836, and would ask leave to read a short extract 
fiom it. 
the knee to the dark spirit of slavery,” he said: 


“Opposition to the admission into the Union of new slave- 
holdmg States, and opposition to slavery in the District of 
Columbia, the very hearth and abode of the national honor, 


have ever been, and are thecherished doctriues of our State. ` 


Let 13, fellow-citizens, stand by and maintain them unshrink- 
ingty and fearlessly.” . i 
Here are © cherished” Abolition ‘‘doctrines” for 


yeu! 


tained foul slanders upon the sound Republican 
principles of Pennsylvania. Ritnerism and Aboli- 
tionism were overthrown, apd the banner of De- 
mocracy agiin waved its broad folds over that 


| anc‘ent Commonwealt’. 


Were they fighting the battles of the South, at 
the late Harrisburg Convention, when they nomi- 
nated a candidat2 for the Presidency, who is in fa- 
vor of appropria‘ing the surplus revenue to the 
emancipation of slaves? Only hear him: 


“Should I be asked if there is no way by which the General | 
Government can aid the CAUSE OF EMANCIPATION, lanswerthat | 


it has long been an object near my heart, to see the WHOLE OF 
1T8 SURPLUS RBVENUS APPROPRIATED TO THAT OBJECT,” 


Weie they fizhtiag the battles of the South, 
when they elected Abolitionists Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor of Vermont? Sir, I regret 
to say, that I have seen the success of these men 


trumpeied, even in my own Siate, bythe Whig [| 


newspapers, as a Whiz victory, “Vermont ereci!” 
“Vermont ever true to her principles!” and like joy- 
ful exclamations, kave frequeny graced their 


After speaking of the “base bowing of . 


But, sir, the voice of the bal'ot boxes, in | 
tones of thunder, declar d, thst this meszage ecn- ` 


| 
i 
| 


; citizen of the borough of Norfolk?” 


i re-election of a President who stands 


i 


it 
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columns, on hearing of a Whig Abolition triumph 
in that State. Heaven save the Democracy from 
all such triumphs! 

_In the State of Ohio, I understand, there was a 
line of Abolitionists from the Ohio river to the 
Lakes, who aided the slaves of Kentucky to escape 
into Canada. So frequent were the complaints on 
this score, that the Legislature of Kentucky sent 
commissioners to the Legislature of Ohio, asking 
them to pass a law punishing in future all such 
kidnappers. Accordingly, such a law was 
promptly enacted, in conformity with the wishes 
of Kentucky and the princip'es of common honesty. 
I believe it was termed the “Fugitive act.” But 
mark ye: in the House of Representatives there 
were twenty-three votes against the bill, all of 
whom were Whigs, “good and trae.” In the Se- 
naig there were fourteen negative votes, and not a 
Democrat amongst the number. Now, I would 
ask the gentleman fiom New York, (Mr. MonroE,} 
if these thirty-seven leading Whigs were fighting 
the battles of the South? 

Were the Whig party fighting the battles of the 
South, when they were passing, and endeavoring 
to pass, Abolition resolutions in the Legislatures 
of New York, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Ver- 
mont, Connecticut, and several other States? 

Was the present Whig Governor of Connecticut 
fighting the baitles of the South, when in his very 
first message he thundered his denunciations 
against Southern institutions? 

Was his Whig Excellency, Governor Seward, of 
New York, fighting the battles of the South when 
he recently refused the demand of the Governor of 
Virginia for three fugitives from justice, charged 
with having “stolen and carried away from the 
State of Virginia a negro slave, the property of a 
Was he 
afraid of offending his Abolition friends, who pub- 
lished a circular immediately before the New York 
election, m 1838, to the “Anti-s'avery electors” of 
that State, urging them to cast their votes for him 
and against Goveraor Marcy, the Democratic 
candidate? Heire itis. Let the South make their 
own comments. 


CIRCULAR 
TO THE ANTI-SLAVERY ELECTORS OF THE STATE OF 


NEW YORK. 

We ask the privilege of brethren to set forth briefly, but 
frankly, the reasons which constrain us to cast vur votes for 
William H. Seward for Governor. 

1l. Mr. Seward is the candidate of the party which, on the 
floor of Congress, nobly vindicates the inestimable right of pe- 
tition, and as nobly asserts the freedom of debate; of the party, 
also, that sustain John Quincy Adams and William Slade; of a 
party whose views are liberal and tolerant. 

2. Mr. Seward is the candidate cf the party which, in our 
last Legislature, passed resolutions against the admission of 
Texas into tbe Union; against Patton’s gag resolutions; in favor 
of the right of petition; and tn favor of granting trial by jury 
to persons claimed as fugitive slaves, Instead of the denun- 
ciations and revilings with which our petitions were treated in 
years past—instead of threatening us with penal exactments, 
the Whigs received and treated petitions and remonstrances 
with that respect and comity due to their constituents. 


3. Mr. Seward is the candidate of the party that opposes the 
ledged to veto any bill 
abolishing slavery in the District of Columbia. 


4. Mr. Seward is the candidate opposed to Governor Marcy, 
who, in his messages to the Legislature, has manifested, in sen- 
timent and sympathy, the bitterest hostility to our cause; and 
who, as the presiding officer of a public meeting, while he was 
Governor of the State, recommended the passage of laws au- 
thorising a violation of the mails, and_ inflicting pains and pe- 
naltiea upon those who were disseminating intelligence and 
truth. 


5. The re-election of Gov. Marcy would go very far towards 
the re-election of Martin Van Buren, whose measures and policy 
are go hostile to the cause of human liberty. 

And, finally, because our knowledge of Mr. Seward lead usto 
confide in the general soundness and integrity of his principles. 
We view the great question of a Sub-Treasury, a National 
Bank, or the currency, of minor importance, compared with 
the great subject of kuman liberty; and believing that the elec- 
tion of Mr. Seward, and the defeat of Governor Marcy, will best 
promote the great cause of universal emancipation, we shall 
vote for him ourselves, and recommend our Abolition friends to 
dothe same: a ‘i g 

eare, respectfu: our fellow-citizens, ` 
A a JEFFERSON MAYELI, | 
President Albany Young Men’s Anti-Slavery Society. 
7 E CALVIN PEPPER, Jr. 

Vice President, 

JOHN WILSON. . 

Correspondi Secretary. 

H. CART ENS co President. 


WILLIAM GIBSON, 
; Alban 
One of the Executive Committee Young Mor sery Society. 


AN FRANCIS, 
NORM Aniitae of Young Mentg 


Chairman of the Exereny AAU SIATETY Society, 
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S. A. Hastmes, Craries E. BURTON, 
A. MCCLURG, Persr M. McELroy, 
J. McCLURE, Davıp MARTIN, 


8. T. Rich. 
S. V. R. WATSON. 


Forpycs SYLVESTER, 
Jamas E. McCcors, 
S. B. HALL, 

I come now, Mr. Speaker, to the journal of the 
House of Representatives for the last session of 
Congress, and will show by the yeas and nays 
how certain members voted upon a resolution, 
against the right of Congress to abolish slavery in 
the District of Columbia and in the Territories, 
with a view to its abolition in the States. But, be- 
fore I proceed, I would make a single remark in 
regard to the author of these resolutions, (Mr. 
ATHERTON, of New Hampshire] His course has 
been denounced by the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Grancer,] who charged h'm with being in- 
fluenced alone by the strong tie of party and party 
drill. Sir, judging his motives from his acts, he 
was governed by amuch higher consideration—a 
desire to stand fast to the Constitution, though he 
might fall ia the conflict. Instead of meriting the 
censure, he deserves the gratitude of the whole 
country. In the name, and on behalf of my con- 
stituents, I tender him my heartfelt thanks. Would 
to Heaven we had more such men from the North. 

I find, upon examination, that fifty-two Repre- 
sentatives voted against the second of the following 
resolutions. I shall read them both, because the 
Jatter refers to the first : 

Resolved, That Congress has no right to do that indirectly 
which it cannot do directly ; and that the agitation of the sub- 
ject of slavery in the District of Columbia, or the Territories, 
as a means, and with the view, of dis:urbing or overthrowing 
that institution in the several States, is against the true spirit 
and meaning of the Constitution, an infringement of the rights 
of the States affected, and a preach of the public faith upon 
which they entered into the Confederacy. 

Resolved, therefore, That all attempts on the part of Con- 
gross to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, or the Ter- 
ritories, or to prohibit the removal of slaves from State to State, 
or to discriminate between the institutions of one portion of the 
Confederacy und another, with the views aforesaid, are in 
violation of the Constitution, destructive of the fundamental 
principle on which the union of these States rests, aud beyond 
the juriediction of Congress. 

Out of the fifty-two votes that were given against 
the last resclution, forty-eight were Whigs, em 
bracing nearly the entire Whig strength from the 
non-slaveholding States in this House at that time. 
I give their names, and the States which they re- 
spectively represented : 

- Massacuusetts Wnias.—Joha Quincy Adams, 
Nathaniel B. Borden, George N. Briggs, William 
B. Calhoun, Caleb Cushing, Richard Fletcher, 
Geo. Grinnell, jr. William S. Hastings, Levi, Lin- 
co'n, John Reed, and Leverett Saltonstall. 

Pewnsy_vanra Wauyres.—Edward Darlington, 
Edward Davies, Thomas Henry, Thos. M. T. 
McKennan, Charles Naylor, and David Potts, jr. 

Vermont Wuics.—Heman Allen, Horace Eve- 
rett, Hiland Hall, and William Slade. 

New York Wuies.—Jobn Edwards, (Con.) 
Millard Filmore, Henry A. Foster, (Con.) Abra- 
ham P. Grant, (Con.) Richard P. Marvia, Charles 
F. Mitchell, Luther C. Peck, David Russell, Mark 
H. Sibley, Timothy Childs, and Harvey Putnam. 

Onio Waias.—James Alexander, jr. Joshua R. 
Giddings, Pattrick G. Goode, Sampson Mason, 
and Calvary Morris. 

New Jessey Waics.—John B. Aycrigg, William 
Halsted, John P. B. Maxwell, and Charles C. 
Stratton. 

“Inpiana Whies.—George H. Dunn, William 
Herod, and James Raricen. 

Mains Wuaics.—George Evans, 
Noyes, and Edward Robin-on. 

Ruope Istano Wauics.—Robert B. Cranston, 
and Joseph L. Tillinghast. 

Might I not, Mr. Speaker, again ask the gentle- 
man fiom New York, if these Whig leaders were 
fighting the battles of the South, when they were 
declaring by their votes, as I have shown, that they 
‘believe Congress has the power to legislate on the 
subject of slavery im this District and in the Terri- 

tories, to the end that it may be overthrown in the 
several States? Sir, should ever the practical admi- 
nistration of the Government unfortunately get into 
the hands of men holding to spch principles, I 
awfully fear that the days of this Republic are 
numbered. f 

Mr. Speaker, it is ce. tainly an alarming state of 

affairs, if it has become necessary for one of the 
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Abolition Petitions—Mr. Watterson. 


great political parties to favor the views of the 
Abolitionists to any extent, in order to receive their 
aid in the election of a President. I would hope it 
is not so. But when I reflect upon the causes 
which operated in favor of the late Harrisburg nc- 
mination, I must confess that I am not without my 
doubts. It is a fact which cannot be success- 
fully denied, that, kad it not been for the influ- 
ence of the Abolitionists, another distinguished 
gentleman (Mr. Cray) would have been the 
Whig candidate for the next Presidency. 
Let it be borne in mind, let it never be forgotten, 
that Gen. Harrison did not receive a single vote 
in the Harrisburg Convention from a slaveho:ding 
State; and is it not marvellous, that, while every 
Southern delegate in the Harrisburg Convention 
oppesed the nomination of Harrison, now, when it 
is known his nomination was effected by the infin- 
ence of Abolitionism, against the will of the South, 
the whole Southern Federal delegation in Congress 
have embraced him as their candidate? When 
the nomination reached New York, what joy per- 
vaded the ranks of the Abolitionists! The Eman- 
cipator could not restrain its feelings. It sounded 
this note of triumph in the excess of its rhapsody: 


“Tyg Harrissura ConvENTION.—Well, the agony is over, 
and Henry Clay ia laid upon the shelf; and no man of ordinary 
intelligence can doubt or deny that it is the Antislavery feeling 
of the North which has done it, in connection with his own os- 
tentatious and infamous pro-slavery demonstrations in Congress. 
Praise to God for a great Antislavery victory! A man of high 
talenta, of great distinction, of long political services, of bound- 
lesa personal popularity, has been openly rejected for the Pre- 
sidency of this Republic on account of his devotion toslavery. 
Set up a monument of progress there. Let the winds tell the 
tale. Let the slaveholers hear the news. Let foreign nations 
heat it. Let O’Connell hear it. Let the slaves hear it. A 
staveholder is incapacitated for the Presidency of the United 
States. The reign of slaveocracy is hastening to a close. The 
rejection of Henry Clay by the Whig Convention, taken in 
connection with all the circumstances, is one of the heaviest 
blows the monster slavery has received in this country.” 


Such was the language of a leading Abolition 
paper, pudlished in the city of New York. But I 
have more evidence of the same character, show- 
ing the manner in which Harrison’s nomination 
was received by the Abolitionists. The Bcston 
Liberator, edited by the notorious and infamous 
Garrison, came out with a similar article. Hear 
him: 

“NomINATION oF GENERAL Harrison.—The National Whig 
Convention, assembled at Harrisburg on the 6th instant, nomi- 


nated William Henry Harrison for the office of President of the . 


United States. Oathe first and second ballot, the vote stood 
for Henry Clay, 103; for Harrison, 94; for Winfield Scott, 57. 
On the third ballot, the vote was for Harrison, 148; for Clay, 
90; for Scott, 16 All the slave States went for Clay. We re- 
gard this as another important sign of the times—as a signal 
defeat of the slaveholding power in this country. Had it not 
been for Abolitionism, Henry Clay would undoubtedly have 
been nominated. We have faith to believe that no slave- 
holder will ever again be permitted to fill the Presidential 
office inthis Repubiic.” 
Sir, if it were necessary, I could introduce 
evidence upon evidence, proving to a demonstra- 
tion that Abolitionism done the work at Harris- 
burg; that Henry Clay was “laid upon the shelf,” 
in consequence of the anti-Abolition sentiments 
which he avowed in a speech during the Jast ses- 
sion of Congress. 
Mr. Speaker, I rejoice that whi'st this dark cloud 
of Abolitionism is hanging over the country, that 
we have a pilot at the helm of state, whose views 
are so sound upon the subj-ct, that he has been de- 
nounced upon th’s fluor and elsewhere, as a 
“Nonhern man with Scuthera priaciptes”—by 
which I presume it is meant that he is a Werthern 
man, with Republican principles. If so, I yield to 
the justness of the denunciation. 
Sır, I assert that no man can bea Republican 
and an Abolitionis’. Tie two termsare totally incon- 
si-tent, as much so as those of Democrat and Fece- 
ralist.. Gentlemen may specify a scattering Abo- 
litionist, here and there, who eccasiona'ly co-ope- 
rates with the Demccratic party, from local causes, 
but all his principles, feelings, and sympathies in- 
cline him towards the Opposition. Moreover, the 
Democrats, as a paity, have repudiated the doc- 
tines of the Abolitionists. Look at the inaugural 
of the President, who stands pledged to veto any bill 
interfering with slavery in this District. Look at 
the address of the Democratic members of Cox- 
gress to the people of the United States. Look at 
their votes in the various State Legislatares. Look 
at their resolves in their conventions, and in their 
primary meetings, and you will find abundant evi- 
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dence of the truth of this assertion. ‘Well did Mr. 
Jefferson remark, that the ‘Democracy of the 


North are the natural allies of the South.” Sir, I 
am proud of that alliance. We fight in one 
common cause, and under one common banner. 
That cause is the Constitution of our country. 
That banner the same, which has so proudly 
waved over the Republican party, from the foun- 
dation of this Government. 


APPENDIX AND PROOF. 

In Mr. Sranty’s reply to Mr. WATTERSON, he 
read a publication of Mr. ParMENTER, a Demo- 
cratic Representative from the State of Massachu- 
setts, which he thought committed him to the cause 
of the Abolitionists. 


Mr. PaRMENTER did not know if he understood precisely 
what the gentleman from North Carolina meant by an Aboli- 
tionist- Í should like to hear him refer to any remark or writ- 
ing of mine on that subject, or to any vote I have given, other 
than for the reference to a committee. 

Mr. STANLY said he should like to know what the gentle- 
man himself considered an Abolitionist, and read a letter writ- 
ten by Mr. Parmenrer, in which he gave his opinions on the 
subject of abolition. 

Mr. Parmenter said that, in the State of Massachusetts, 
it was essential to the quality of an Abolitienist that he should 
wish Congress immediately to adopt measures to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia and the Territories, without 
any regard to the consequences. It was true that he, in com- 
mon witha very large portion of the people of Massachusetts, 
believed slavery to be a very great evil; and would be glad it 
it could be abolished without disturbing the peace and harmony 
of the Union, or violating the rights of others. Mr. P. added 
that the letter read by the gentleman from North Carolina, was 
not considered to be in accordance with the views of the Abo- 
litionists, and accordingly they all voted in a body against him. 

Mr. STANLY went on with his remarks, and spcke of a 
number of distinguished members of the Democratic party 
whom he stigmatized as Abolitionists. Mr. S. read some ex- 
tracts from an address of Mr. Morton, whose recent election as 
Guvernor of Massachusetts, the Democratic party hailed as a 
triumph, to show that he a'so was an Abolitionist. 

Mr. PARMENTER wished to make one remark in relation to 
Mr. Morton, the Governor elect of Massachusetts. The gentie- 
man had read some extracts where Gov. Morton spoke his sen- 
timenta very strongly against elavery. But the gentleman 
did not draw the distinction between anti-slavery and 
Abolitionism. Tie one was a mere matter of belief, while the 
other wasan intention to carry its objects into effect without any 
regard to the consequences. He would make another remark. 
Tie Abolition paper printed at Boston opposed the election of 
Governor Morton, and recommended it to the Abolitionists to 
support another candidate. Mr. P. wished the gentleman would 
define his ideas of Abolition more distinctly. ° 

Mr. Stanzy said he wished the gentleman would define his. 

Mr. PARMENTER said he would define what he considered 
to be the views of an Abotitionist. It wasa desire that Congress 
should abolish slavery in this District, and in the Territories, 
without regard to the rights of others, the peace and tranquillity 
ofa large portion of the country, and the safety of the Union. 


In addition to Mr. Parmenter’s remarks, I 
would state that there were four trials in bis dis- 
trict before he was e’ected. Levi Farwell was the 
can‘lidate of the Aboli ionists, and Nathan Breoks 
the Whig candidate. Before the fourth trial, Mr. 
Farwell declined in favor of Mr. Brooks. Where- 
upon the Abolitionists issued a circular to their 
friends, urging them to vote in favor of Mr. Breoks. 
I subjoin the circular, as well as Mr. Farwell’s 
letter. 


TO THE ABOLITIONISTS. 

Pause and consider, we beseech you, before you again throw 
away your votes. The District must not, cannot, go unrepre- 
sented. You cannot choose a candidate of your own. Of 
course Mr. Brooks or Mr. Parmenter will be eventually elect- 
ed, and can you hesitate a moment for which of them tu vote? 
Mr. Parmenter is. pledged to the support of Mr. Van Buren, 
who has thrown himself into the arms of Southern slavehold- 
ers, and he is irrevocably pledged to war againet abolition 
every where and at all times. Mr. Parmenter and his party 
revile and abuse you. They regard abolition as a DISEABE,”’ 
and contemptuously call it * NeGropuosia,’”’ and declare it to 
be “decidedly worse than hydrophobia.” From them the 
poor slave has nothing to hope but ‘stripes and fetters,” and 
you nothing but sneers and abuse. 

Will you not avenge yourselves by giving your support to Mr. 
Brooks, whose votes in the Senate prove him to be the slave's 
true friend, and who, in the opinion of the Hon. Samuel Hoar, 
and Hon. Levi Farwell, and many other respectable Abolition- 
ists, is worthy of your entire confidence. Ii, by doing so, you 
can effect his election, would not your votes be “‘ emphatically 
votes for liberty?” Your fermer pledges to scatter your votes 
have been thrice redeemed, and are no longer binding on you. 
Follow the example of the Abolitionists in other towns, who 
are determined “nobly to maintain principle,” and cast your 
votes as patriotism and humanity dictate. 

Read the following letter, and then pause, before you give 
your votes for slavery!!! 


MR. FARWELL’S LETTER. 
Camsprincg, March 20, 1839. 
GENTLEMEN: Inasmuch as, at your former session, you have 
seen fit to propose my name as one of the candidates to be voted 
for at the Congressional election, you will, I hee excuse me in 
requesting that my name may not again be used for that pur- 
pose; first, because that, under no circumstances likely (0 oc- 


_ cur, could I undertake to serve the district in that capacity; and 


secondly, because, from my long acquaintance with Mr. Brooks, 
and from his acts in the Senate of Massachusetts, I cannot but 
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foel that his sentiments on the subject of slavery are such as to 
entitle him to the entire confidence ol pol ones: 
£ obedient servan 
Very respectfully, you: LEV! FARWELL. 


To the Abolition Convention sitting this day at Concord. 

The following is the artic'e from the Liberator, 
(alluded to by Mr. Parmenter,) calling upon the 
Abolitionists to support the Whig candidate for 
Goveinor, Edward Everett, at the late election for 
Governor in Massachusetts. 

TO ABOLITIONISTS ! 
We recommed toshe attention of our Abolition brethren the 


i ragraph, which is a literal copy of the whole of 
eal ane ate in the last Liberator, written by Mr. 


Sere EDWARD EVERETT. 

The Governor of this Commonwealth has answered unequi- 
vocally in the AFFIRMATIVE to the questions, whether he is 
in favor of the immediate Abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia, and the slave trade between the several States. 
Edward Everett now speaks the language of a pairiot, a Re- 


publican, and a Chistian. We believe itis the real language | 


of hissoul. When, a few years since, he took opposite ground, 
he did violence to his convictions of right, and commited a 
. grievous error. We are disposed to obliterate all that has gone 
. before, and to commend him for his present honorable course. 
To refer individually to what he said when public sentiment 
was deeply corrupt, would be ungenerous; to charge him with 
being insincere at the present time wou'd be unjust; to accuse 
him of seeking popularity would be equally uncharitable It ia 
not yet a popular thing for the -Chief Magistrate of this Com- 
munwealth to avow himself in favor of immediate emancipa- 
tog; and until he shall prove recreant to his present profes- 
sions, it is to be taken for granted that he means just what he 
says. Ineur opinion, he ought to receive the undivided sup- 
port of the anti-slavery voters of this Commonwealth; nay, 
they have pledged to him their support, inasmuch as he has de- 
clared himself to be in favor of their principles and measures, 

We likewise recommend to the attention of our Abolition 
brethren the following unmutilated andlitera! extract of a com 
munication in the game paper, by “A Member of the Massa- 
chusetts Anti-Slavery Board.” 

GOV. EVERETT’S LETTER IS SATISFACTORY. His 
endorsing Mr. Alvord’s report does not weaken his anewer, t ut 
strengthens it, for that report was full of the soundest Abolition 
doctrines. THE GOVERNOR SHOULD RECEIVE THE 
VOTE OF EVERY ABOLITIONIST. Some, who call them- 
selves such, but whose hearts are more with their party than 
with the slave, may sul go back to Edward Everett’s old mis- 

deeds, Let me telithem thie is unfair. In the circumstances 
of the case, it is almost treacherous. Mr. Borden asked Go- 
vernor Everett’s opinions, not as an individual, but as repre- 
senting the Abolitionista generally. The Governor answers at 
once and unequivocally, 
him with insincerity? “This would be a gross outrage. Why 
d we ask him if we did not mean to judge him by his answer? 
Judge Morton’s and Mr. Willis’s letiers are very much alike. 
They give no information. They do not answer the sim. 
plest of all possible questions, so that a plain man can tell 
what they mean. Judge Morton refers to a letter written two 
years ago, which, when you look at it, is no more of a reply 
than the present. Th t letter containedsome very handsome 
and flowing periods about his detestation of slavery, &c. 

rhapa, served its purpose pretty well in its day; what would 
bs for 1837, will not do for 1839. These vague professions of 
Judge Morton amount to just nothing at all. ‘There is nothing 
in them you can put your finger on. If the Abolitioniats are to 
be satisfied with buch uameaniog generalities, let ame tell you, 
the politicians will never give then any thing else. 


Mr. Sranty also read a letter of Mr. WILLIAMS, 
of Massachusetts, in which strong oppositicn to 
slavery was expressed. Whether Mr. WILLIAMS 
is, or is not, an Abolitionist, I know not. But I 
have st from a source which cannot be ques. 
tionedthat his Whig opponent for Congress (Na- 
thaniel B. Borden) was an active member, if 
not President of an Anti-Slavery Society, and 
was supported by Garrison’s Liberator, ın Bos- 
to, the organ of the Abolitionists in that State, 
which opposed Mr. Wittiams, and did not 
consider him as coming up to their views. More- 
over, I find, by re‘e.ence to the journal of the last 
session of Congress, that Mr. Borden voted against 
Mr. ATHERTON’s resolutions throughout—even 
against that resolution which declares that Con- 
gress has no power to do that indirecily, which it 
cannot do directly. 

One of the largest Democratic conventions ever 
held in the State of Ohio, was held at Columtus on 
the Sth of January, instant.. Among other resolu- 
tons wh ch were unanimously adopted, I find the 
following in regard to Abolition. They go the fuil 
length in support of Southern institations: 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this convéntion, Congress 
coat not, without the consent of the people of the District, 
and of the States of Virginia and Maryland, to abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia; and that the efforts now making 
for that purpose, by organized societies in the free States, are 


hostile to the spirit of Constitution, and destructive to the 
sarmon i the Union. 

, ttesotved, That slavery being a domestic institutions recog- 
nised by the Constitution of the United States, we, as citizensof 
a free State, bettie tight toloterfere with it, and that the or- 


ought tô be discountenanced by 


) concord, no sound Democrat will have 
part or lot with them, 


Is it for us to turn round, and charge ` 


It, - 


Resolved, That political Abolitionism is but ancient Fede- 


Abolition Petitions—Mr. Watterson 


ralism under a new guise, and that the political action of Anti- 
slavery societies, is only a device for the overthrow of De 
mocracy. 

Before the New York elections in 1838, the 
black Atolitionists of the city of New York held 
a meeting, at which they adopted resolutions “ear- 
nestly” requesting their “colored brethren” to vote 
the “wHo.e Wma Ticket.” Their proceedings 
are subjoined. 

ALL MEN ARE BORN FREE AND EQUAL! 
TO THE COLORED CITIZENS OF THE CITY AND 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK! 

At a respectable and numerous meeting of the colored free- 
holders of this city, held at Wilberforce fren, Mr. John Fort 
was called to the chair, and William Johnson was appuinted 
secretary, 

After the minutes of the ‘previous meeting was read, Mr. 
Fort, the chairman, moved that the minutes be so amended as 
to read, “that the colored citizens of New York he earnestly 
requested to yote the 

WHOLE WHIG TICKET 

Nominated at Masonic Hall;” which, after considerable dis- 
cussion, was adopted. It wasthen moved and adopted: 

1. That WM. H. SEWARD, having, in his letter to the 
committee of Abolitionists, shown himself more friendly to the 
abolishment of all distinction, as far as regards COLOR, than 
the candidates of the Democratic party, we agree to give him 
our unanimous support. 

.2. That LUTHER BRADISH has shown hiinself the un- 
qualified friend of human rights, and, in consequence, shall re- 
ceive the votes of every colored citizen in this city. 

3. That the Congress and Legislative ticket of the Whig 
party shall also receive our support. 

The following gentlemen were then appointed a Vigilance 
Committee: 

THADDEUS SILAY, 

Joun BONSER, 

TERENCE SAMPLE, 


JOHN PIPER, 
Grores Doverass, 
HANNIBAL ALLEN, 


Jonn BLAKE, CATO SMITH, 
PARKER DOWNING, Wu. JOHNSON, 
Cæsar Mort, - Jonn Smiru. 


ANTHONY M0025, 

JOHN FORD, President. 

Wm. Jonson, Secretary. 

The Vigilance Committee will be in attendance at this place 
during the three days of the election. Our friends who were 
not at the meeting will please provide themselves with tickers 
by calling on the members of the Colored Whig Freeholders 
Vigilance Conimittee. 


The following confidential cireu'ar was also 
sent to the Whig Abolitionisis, by Arihur Tappan, 
previous to the New York elections in 1838. 


Dear Sm: Enclosed you have a list of the publications by 
this Society, to which you will please direct any of our Whig 
friends whu may desire a knowledge of the truth. Iam grati- 
fied that our Abolition friends are to be found on the Whig side 
rather than the Loco Focos; for the cause of the country and of 
humanity ought to go together. ICS IF WE CAN RIVET 
OURSELVES FIRMLY ON ONE OF THESE PARTIES, 
WECAN GAIN OUR OBJECT. Be careful. 

lam yours, etc. per Arthur Tappan. 

‘ov. 1, 1838. 


To P. W. Westey, jr. 

In the House of Represen‘atives of the New York 
Lr gisla‘ure, in 1839, the Whig party had a majo- 
riy. They intrcduced a preamb'e and resolutions 
denouncing the resolutions of Mr. ATHERTON in 
the strongest terms; and they passed that body by a 
strict patty vote—the Whigs voting for them, the 
Democrats against them. They went to the Se- 
nate, where the Democrats had a majority, and 
were referred to a committee, of which Co!. Young, 
a leading Democrat, was chairman. He made an 
able and eloquent report vpon the subject, accom- 
panied with a resolution recommending their rejec- 
lion, which report and resolution were concurred 
in—the Democra's voting unanimously in the af- 
fi:mative, the Whigs in the negative. 

MAINE. 


B. LEROY. 


In 1838, John Fairfield, then a member of Con- | 


gress from Maine, was nominated as the Demo- 
crat.c candidate for Governor. Mr. Fairfield was 
one of that gallant band from tke non-slaveholding 
States, who kad nobly sustained and defended the 
const.tutional rights of the Sou'h upon the ques‘ion 
of slavery. He hal voted fir the resclutions of 
Mr. Patton, of Virginia, touching petitions for the 
abolition of slavery. and suts*quenily for those of 
Mr. ATHERT wn, of New Hampshire, upon the same 
subject. A letter was addressed to hi-n by a com- 
mittee ofan Abolition society, propoundiog several 
interroga ories, which were replied to by him in the 


ame bold, honest, and s‘raight forward manner, 


which had distinguished his course in Congress, 
He was, of course, denounced by them and the 
whole Whig party, without any exceptions, mainly 
and principally on account of his votes upon those 
resolutions, and his answer to the aforesaid inter- 
rogatories. ; 

Mr. Edward Kent was the candidate of the Whig 
paity. A letter, similar to that addressed to Mr. 
Fairfield, was sent to Mr. Kent by the same com- 
mittee. His answer to it was such as to conciliate 
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and command the support of the whole Anti-slavery 
Abolition party of Maine. In the course of his an- 
swer he took occasion to denounce, in the most vio- 
leat manner, those who had voted in Congress for 
the resolutions of Mr. Patton. 

The whole Federal press in Maine were parti- 
eularly abusive of Mr. Fairfield for his votes in 
Congress against Abolition Petitions; bet he was tri- 
umphantly sustained and elected by the Democracy 
of that State, with a full understanding of his opi- 
nions upon the subject of Abolition. ; 

At the last election in the State of New Hamp- 
shire, held in March, 1839, John Page was the 
Democratic candidate for Governor and James 
Wilson the Whig candidate. John Page was de- 
cidedly opposed to the Abolitionists, whilst James 
Wilson answered their interrogatories to their en- 
tire satisfaction, and was supported in their papers 
as the candidate of the Abolitionists, Mr. Page 
was elected by over six thourand majority. 

The Democratic candidates for Congress at the 
same election, were all opposed to the Aboli'ionists, 
and most violently abused and denounced by the 
Abolition papers—and yet they were all elected by 
an average majority of about six thousand votes 
over the combined forces of Whigery and Aboli- 
tionism. 

Extract from the letter of James Wilson in reply to the in- 
terrogatories of the Abolitionists. 

Congress has, in my opinion, power to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia and in the Territories; andthe slave trade 
there and between the States. I am of opinion Congress 
ought, without delay, to exercise the power thal body hus over 
the subject, 3 

Mr. Wilson was also a prominent member of 
the late Harrisburg Convention. 

In August, 1838, the distinguished Senator from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Bucnanan] made a Speech at 
Lancaster, in that State, in which he showed con- 
clusively that Joseph Ritner, the Whig candidate 
for Governor, was an Abolitionist, and urged the 
Jjiiends to the Union to vote against him, and in 
favo: cf the Demecratic candidate, David R. 
Porter. Standing, as Mr. BUCHANAN does, at the 
head of the Republican party of Fenns; lvania, his 
opinions on the subject of Aboliion, may be rr- 
garded as the opin‘ons of his po'itical friends; and 
on that account, I introduce a short.extract from 
the speech referred to: . 

Should Joseph Ritner be elected, the people of Pennsyl- 
vania will have declared, ina voice of thun r, that Fiorida 
shall not be admitted into the Un‘on, because it wilt be a slave- 
holding State; that the question of abolishing slavery in the 
District uf Columbia, shall again and again be “agitated to dis- 
turb the repose 01 the Union; and that the doctrines of Abolition, 
from which these are but emanations, shall be maintained, no 
matter what may be the fatal consequences. Whilst his elec- 
tion will be hailed as a victory by the Abolitioniets every where, 
it will be felt to the extremities of the Union asa most porten- 
tous omen of its dieasolntion. . 

I have studiously avoided producing any proofs that Joseph 
Ritner is an Abohtionist, except from his own solemn message, 
the doctrines of which have been recently reiterated in hisletier 
to the Anti-slavery Society of Pittsburg. It is true I might 
have cited the efforts made by his politica’ friends to obtain the 
hall of the Legislature as a place of meeting for the Abolition 
Convention; the cordiality with which he received its mem- 
bets, and the spirit thua infused into them by his countenance 
and conversation; hia preference tor leading Abolitionists, in 
making some ofhis most important: appointments; and nume- 
rous other circumstances, tending to establish the same fact. I 
have thought it best, however, to confine myself to his own offi- 
cial declarations, That he is sincerely an Abolitionist, I do not 
doubt; and he deserves the merit of firmly adhering to his opi- 
nion, which would have been a great virtue in a good $ 

I might here, alzo, proceed te illustrate the effects ofthe tri- 
umph ofthis doctrine. What would be your situation, {elow- 
citizeng, if negroes were admi:ted toan equality of political and 
social rights with white men and white women? You have 
already had a foretaste of it, in the scenes which were exhibited 
at Pennsylvania Hall. The subject is too disgusting, and I re- 
coil from it. 

Go, then, to the polls, and hy your votes in behalf of the De- 
mocratic candidate, David R. Porter, declare to your sister 
States, and to the world, that Pennsylvania will be again, as she 
had ever been before Governor Ritner’s election, the strongest 
and firmest pil lar of the Union. 

Ia connection with Mr. Bocuanan’s speech, I 
would cali attention to the following resolutions, 


which were unanimously adopted at a Democràtic 


convention, held at Reading, Pennsylvania, Sept 


10, 1838, and composed of more thaa three thon- 
sand delegates. Where can the Whigs poingto a 
resolution against abolition which has ever been 
passed in any of their conventions? ` T would add 
that Reading is in Berks comnty, the, strongest De 
mocratic county in the United States 7 


9. Resolved, That the constitutional etligations due by the 


non-slaveholding to the Southern States, imperios ny regnr 
the moat rigid abstinence from any and every interference with 
their domestic institutione; that theeubject of emancipa 


gitated but by themselves, 
longs ta the Jayer, and ought to be azitat 
1 Resolved, Thar the agitation in the free States of tha 
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question of abolishing slavery, is an impertinent and wicked 
jnverference with the constitutional rights of our brethren of the 
South; that it is one which caonot by any possibility lead to 
good, and but too well calculated (and we fear intended) to 
work mischief; that we have yet to leam in what manner the 
slaveholding States have intermeddled with our affairs; and 
that, in forbearing to encroach upon theirs, we are exercising no 
spirit of forbearance which is entitled to peculiar commenda- 
tion, but pursuing merely that line of strict duty, to which 
every consideration of propriety, of respect for the feelings of 
others, and of regard for the national character and the com- 
mon welfare, calls on us to adhere. 


Ll, Resolved, That the abolition of slavery inthe District of ` 


Columbia, which forms the great present efort of the Aboli- 
tionists to accomplish, we believe to be regarded by them as 
an entering weage, through whose instrumentality they hope 
tu be enabied to strike, hereafier, more easily and effectually at 
the tranquillity of the Southern States, thereby leading to the hor- 
rors of civil and servile wars, the arraying of one section of this 
Confederacy in embittered hostility against the other, and the 
ultimate, inevitable, and ineffable wretchedness of disunion. 

12, Resolved, That it would be highly inexpedient and dan- 

rous to abolish slavery in the Distvict of Columbia, without 
the consent of Virginia and Maryland—inasmuch as it would 
but serve to convert the said District into a city of refuge, to 
which fugitive slaves would not fail to hasten in crowds, and 
holding out to them temptations to seek ite sanctuary—and 
would also furnish a convenient central magazine, wherein the 
zealots and incendiaries of Abolition would establish themselves 
to perpetually annoy and distract the deliberations of Congress; 
to fire their trains upo.) the surrounding Confederacies; and hurl 
their firebrands with sure and terrible aim. 

13. Resolved, That, supposing Congress to possess the 
right to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, its exer- 
cise would nevertheless be, so long as the institution exist in 
the Commonwealths of Virginia and Maryland, a gross and 
monstrous abuse of power, and a flagrant violation ot the im- 
plied national faith: ‘That the said District having been ceded to 
the nation by two slaveholding States, it must necessarily have 
been with the understanding that its people would be permitted 
to remain in the unmolested e:joyment of those rights of pro- 
pecy which, as citizens of Virginia or Maryland, they would 

ve retained. : , 

14. Resolved, That the manly and patriotic stand taken by 
the President of the United States upon the question of Aboli- 
tion, in his inaugural address; in which, after referring to his 
previous avowal that “he must go into the presidential chair 
the ead and uncompromising opponent of every attem pt 
on the 
Columbia, against the wishes of the slaveholding Statee; and, 
also, with a determination equally decided, to resist the slightest 
interference with it in the Siates where it ex'sts;” he adds: that 
‘no bill conflicting with these views can ever receive his con- 
stitutional sanction,” commands our cordial and unqualified 
approbation. ; 

5. Resolved, That as Pennsylvanians, we regret to be com- 
pelled tocontrast with the bearing of President Van Buren, re- 
ferred to in the preceding resolution, the temper and spirit of 
that distinguished local functionary who has not scorned to 
prostitue the influence of his high office to aidin fanning into a 
devouring flame the evil passions of the disciples of the Thomp 
ron and Garrison school; and who has stooped to vilely tra-- 
duce the character of the glorious Keystone Sta‘e, because her 
Senators and a majority of her Representatives in Congress 
would not “ basely bow the knee” to the mad and dark designs 
of the Abolitioniats. 

16. Resolved, That it is deeply mortifying to the pride of 
every Pennsylvanian, having aught of regard for the honor, 
and jealous of the reputation, of the Commonwealth, that ithe 
leader of the Abolitioniste, and head and front of their incen- 
diary faction, should be the Governer of this State; that the 
evidences of his approval of, and adhesion to, the dangerous 
creed of that schoo! have been too lavishly furnished, and are 
of too grossly odious a character, to permit the eleveath hour 
denials of his alarmed satellites to impose upon the intelligence 
of a justly incensed peopie. 


On the 6.h of July, 1838, the Democratic mem- 
hers of Congress issued ¿n adress to the people of 
the United States, in which they set forth their po- 
litical princ’pies. The part which relates to Abo- 
lition is in these words : 


The subject of Abolition has assumed a character so formida- 
ble in its appearance, and so destructive in its tendencies, as to 
call for a brief exposition of our views. 


The existing relation of master and slave between the two 
races inhabiting the Southern portion of the Union, existed 
when the Constitntion was formed, and is recognised in the ap- 
portionment of members in the [louse of Representatives, as 
wel! as in the imposition of direct taxes, and the clause guar- 
antying the delivery up of persons he'd to service or labor in 
one State and escaping into another. 


It is manifest that the power over this subject is une of those 

_ not delegated to the General Government, and, of course, is one 
- " of the reserved powers; as such, it is under the entire controljof 

the respective States, within whose limits the institution may 
exist, and within which neither this Government, nor that of 
the other 8.ates, nor their citizens, 
terfere, directly cr indirectly, than with the existence of slavery 
in Cuba,-or any other foreign country. 

From this it follows that any such interference on the part of 
this Government, would be without authority, and a manifes 
breach of the Constitution. It would, in truth, be more than a 
simple breach of that instrument; it would be destructive of the 
primary object for which the Government was instituted, which 
was to preserve and protect more effectually the domestic 
peace and tranquillity of the States, and their citizens. 

It also follows, that such interference on the part of other 
States, or their citizens, would be in violation of the nationa! 
compact, which they mutually pledged themselves to each 
other to preserve inviolate on entering into the Union. 

It also follows, that the States, separately and individually, 
where slavery exists, are alone responsible for it, either for 
good or evil; and the impression that any other State or its citi- 
gens are reaponsible, in any way, for its existence, originates in 
the gross and mischievous Federal conception, that ours is a 


great national consolidated Government, where the whole is | 


rta, just asthe States are for counties, in 


responsible for the 5 
public, composed of sovereign and inde- 


prem of a Federal 


part of Congress to abolish slavery in the District of | 


have any more right to in-. 


Independent Treasury— Mr. 


' azk an attentive consideration to that state of anarchy and con- 
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pendent States, united together for their mutual advantage, 
tranquillity, and security. i 

Such, and so formidable, are the barriers against an inter- 
ference with this dangerous subject, within the limits of the 
States. Nor wiil those against an interference by the General 
Government, in any manner, in this District, be found less for- 
midable, when duly considered. 

We hold, in the first place, that, to attempt to abolish slavery 
in this District, asan intermediate step to abolishing it in the 
States themselves, by this Goveriment, or the non-slaveholding 
States, or their citizens, would be as clearly and manifeat'y lia- 
ble to all the objections, in their full force, to which a direct at- 
temptto abolish it in the States themselves would be. Itisthe 
motive and object intended, and not the means, that determine 
the character of the act. There is no code of morals which 
justifies the doing of that indirectly which is forbidden to be 
done directly. Ifit be unlawful to burn our neighdor’s house, it 
would be equally unlawful to fire another, or even our own, 
with the intention of burning his. Ifthere bea difference, the 
latter, by adding craft to guilt, is of a deeper die. 

Wealso hold that, however may be the individual opinions 
of public men as to the character of the domestic institutions of 
the slaveholding States, they have no right, when acting in pub- 
lic stations under the Federal Government, by any of their acts, 
to discriminate between their institutions and those of the oiher 

tates. Tc must be borne in mind that oursis a Federal Republic, 
as has been already stated, formed by sovereign and indepen- 
dent States, fer their mutual security and happiness; and that 
they instituted this Government, and clothed it with powers to 
carry into effect these important objects. Such being the cha- 
racter and object of our system, it is clear that this Government 
can have no right whatever togive a preference to the institu- 
tions of one portion of the Union over those of another, or to 
use its power to abolish one or establish the other; and to do so, 
be the pretext what it may, would be directly subvervsive of the 
object for which it was established, hy destroying that which it 
was intended to protect. Instead of preserving peace and tran- 
quillity, it would become an instrument in the hands of the 
stronger portion of the Union, for assailing the institutions of 
the weaker, and engendering thereby the bitterest feelings of 
hostility, which, in the end, would destroy the Union itself. 

Resting on these broad and incontrovertible principles, we 
hold it to be clear, beyond dispute, that Congress has no right to 
abolish slavery in this District, with a view of abolishing it in 
the States, or to exercise any of its powers with that intention. 
Nor do we deem it material, in coming to this conclusion, to 
inquire what is the extent of itspowers over this District; be 
they what they may, they are all conferred for special pur 
poses, to be exercised, like all such powers, in subordination to 
the known objects for which they were granted. To pervert 
them to any other purpose inconsistent with the object of the 
grant, would he a violation of the Constitution, not the less dan- 
gerous because not expressly forbidden. 

Thus regarding the powers of the Government, it is sufficient 
to sustain the conclusion at which we have arrived—that the 
Government has no right to abolish or interfere with slavery in 
the States, or to use its powers to give a preference to the pecu- 
liar institutions of one portion of the Union over these of ano- 
ther; this admitted, and the covclusion follows as a matter of 
course. Itis on this broad and deep foundation that we bottom the 
course which we think ought to be pursued by the Government 
on this agitating and dangerous question. Here and there only, 
can a stand be made to arrest its progress, give peace and quiet 
to the country, and permanency to the Union. If this be sur- 
rendered, on no other ground can a stand be made; and we call 
on all who love the country, and value peace, harmony, and 

union, to take their stand on it, regardless of all minor diffe- 
rentes. 

Ta addition to what we have said, we should remind our coun- 
try ofthe plighted faith of this Government to the States of Vir- 
gioia and Maryland, of the sacred rights of property possessed 
py the inhabitants of this Distriet, when they were surrendered 
by these States to the protection of Congress. We would also 


fusion which must exist at the seat of the General Government, 
when this District shall become the receptacte of the fugitive 
slaves from all the neighboring States. Some of us have wit- 
nessed, and others have heard, with geep regret, the deteriorated 
condition of the slaves, produced by this disturbing question; 
andin thename of the Union, we ask our fellow-citizens to for- 
bear its further agitation. 

a TT 


DEFERRED REMARKS. 


In Senate, TUESDAY, January 4, 18 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BIBL. 
The VICE PRESIDENT having annopnged as 
the special order the bill to provide for t¥e follec- 
tion, safe-keeping, and transier of the publi Money, 
Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said: I rive, 
sident,to make a suggestion to the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee on Firance. The impor- 
tance of this bill no one willcontest; the great extent 
of its consequences ro one can doubt. In addition 
to the occurrence in this body yes:erday, (the re- 
signation of Mr. Ware ) the Senate is now want- 
ing five of its members. This, I believe, is with- 
out example in the history of this Government. 
Five legislative bodies have not elected and return- 
ed their members to this House. And we know 
enough to know that in no instance has it been the 
fault of the people, and in every instance it has 
been because the legislative bodies of the States, 
who were charged with the election of Senators, 
have been unable to agree as to the election of 
Senators. Of these States, three are among the 
most important in the Union, and one of them so 
important as to obtain the denomination of the 
Empire State, which last will send a Senator fresh 
from ihe people, and expressing the wishes of the 


Jan. 1840. 


Senate, 


people of that State, and we hope it wall be so 
trom the others who will send members here. 

These, sir, are the facts; and the went of Sena- 
tors from five of the States, the importance of the 
measure itse'f, the necessity of a full consultation, 
and the benefit to be derived from those counsels, 
those lights cn the subject which are all-important 
to portions of this body, seem to reccmmend that 
the bill should mot be considered at this time, even 
if we did not know that the other House isin a 
condition which imposes no necessity of action 
here on an important measure. If this bill should 
be passed tc-morrow here, it would be weeks before 
it could te taken up in the other House. Taking 
all these circumstances into view, I trust that the 
henorable chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
and the Senate generally, will acquiesce in the 
postponement of this measure. 

Sir, I am quite sure the Senator from New York 
must be most desirous that his colleague may be 
with him on this occasion, that he may have the aid 
and counsel of his colleague, caming as he dues 
from the people which they both represent. I 
trust, therefore, he will not now press the ecnside- 
ration of this measure. There are three or fcur of 
the States which, there is a high degree of probabi- 
lity, will in eight or ten days have elected their S:- 
nators, and they will be on their way here. Indeed, 
that event to which I have alluded as likely to give 
great pleasure to the chairman of the committee, 
will doubtless take place this week, or early in the 
next. Atall events, I hope I shall have the ccn- 
currence of the chairman and of others in the sug- 
gestion, for I will not now make the motion, that 
the consideration of this bill be postponed to Moa 
day week. 


Mr. WRIGHT said he had no personal desire 
to press the action of the Senate on this bill; and, 
if at liberty to consult his own inclinations in this 
matier, his course would probably be what the Se- 
nator from Kentucky had so kindly intimated it 
ought tu be. Asa member of the commi'tee which 
had repoited the bill, his action on 1t was already 
discharged. He must, in candor, say to the Sena- 
tor, he could make no motion to postpone, nor was 
he at liber:y to vote in lavor of any postponement. 
It was for the Senate to determine, in accordance 
with what they deemed to be their daty, on the 
course to be pursued in relation to the suggestion 
of the Senator from Kentucky. This is the fuurth 
session of the Senate, sta'ed and special, since this 
measure was presented here; and I cannet forget, 
that, though it had twice passed this’ body, it had 
failed to receive, practically, any consideration in the 
other branch of the Legisiature. That body at pre- 
sent, from peculiar circumstances, is a full month 
behind its usual advancement in legislative busi- 
ness. As to the vacancies in the Sznate alluded to, 


vhe had not calculated the number of the friends or 


opponents of the measure, but from the Senator’s 
own enumeration, he thovght there would te little 
change in their compatative strength, if the va- 
cancies were all filled. In th:ee days he was ia 
duced to believe, he would have the consolation— 
and he hoped he might be perm'tted to say to the 
S-nator that it would be a consola‘ion—of 
having a colleague on this floor, who would, 
doubtless, intend to represent traly the views 
and wishes of their common constiiuentscn ths 
measure. The final action of the Senate on the 
bill would net te had until after his arrival. Mr. 
W. said, that under instructions from the commit- 
tee, when the bill was reported, he had given 
notice that he would call it up yesterday. Why 
it was not then taken up, is well known to the Se- 
pate. Whether they will now call it up rests w.th 
Senators to determine. * 

Mr. CLAY. It gives me great pleasure to bear 
testimony to the fairness of the ccurse of the chair- 
man of the cummittee, and it is every way worthy 
of him, and highly reputable to him as chairman 
of the Committee on Finance. I now understand 
him to say that, without the possibility of his con- 
curring in the postponement, he now submits it to 
the Senate, as suggested by me, and he adds no- 
thing that can seriously oppose the proposition for 
delay. Five of the States, and three of them most 
important, are now unrepresented here, and this 
fact is unprecedented, as far ar my knowledge ¢x- 
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tends in the history of the country. It is very true, 
as the Senator says, that this bill has not been fully 
dicussed; and it is very true, also, as staied by 
him, that the usual business of Congress is back 
by one month. Still the considerations remain 
which I first brought up; and no urgency here can 
accelerate the movement of the bill in the other 
House. 

And while I am up, I will make another sugges- 

tion. In the course of two years past there has 
been a reversal—a change—a very great change— 
and not an unimportant one, as it respects the ori- 
gination of important measures. Prior to that time 
all such measures originated in the House of 
the people, and they ought to do so, for the eleg- 
tion of that House by the people ought to be a re- 
striction on us, and we ought to aim at augmenting 
and strengthening the power of that body, and that 
peculiar power which belongs to the people, or ought 
to belong to them, and would, if the Government 
were daly administered, of guarding the public 
Treasury. We ought, I think, to s-e the propriety 
of such bills originat ng with them. But if we now 
delay the consideration of this measure, I believe 
it will be for the benefit of the whole Sta‘es, five 
of whom are now not fu'ly represen‘ed; and I 
trust the Senate, to whom the chairman of the 
committee has, with so much propriety, referred 
the question, will concur in the motion which I now 
make, though only suggested before, that the con 
Sileration of this bill be postponed till Monday 
week. J am happy that the chairman of the cvm- 
mittee will enjoy the company of his colleague 
earlier than I anticipated, and Í hope the two other 
great States will be represented on this fluor, and 
the Senator from Michigan may be here before 
passing the bil!, if it should be postponed till that 
- Ume. 
_ Ihave one remark in reply to the honorable 
chairman. It is not essential on!y that his co!- 
league, as well as other Senators, should be here 
simply to record his yea or nay onthe passage of 
the bill, but he ought to be here during the whole 
discussion and the consideration of the amend- 
ments. In this, I trust, the Senate will concar 
wih me. . 

Mr. WRIGHT said he had nothing more to say 
in reference to the time when the bill isto be 
brought under consideration. But he would reply 
to one semark of the honorable Senator in refe- 
rence to the introduction of the bill into this body. 
I am bound to say that I concar fally with him in 
the change, the great change, which has taken 
place in the last ten years in the legislation of the 
two Houses of Congress, and I agree with him that 
th‘s change is to be regretted. But he did not think 
that the Commit'es on Finance were responsible 
for the innovation. This is not even an appropria- 
tion bill. There is a small appropriation for carry- 
ing it into effect, but not touching in any way the 
raising of revenue. But, at the first session I was 
here, and it was a shcrt session, two most impor- 
tant bills were passed, one for the distribution of 
the proeeeds of the public lands, and the other the 
su-called compromise bill; one of them with an ap- 
ptiation most important, and the other came at 
least very close on a bill to raise revenne. Both 
these bills were introduced here by the Senator 
from Kentucky, and I telieve tat was cne great 
st:p to the change of which he complains. [ do 
not say tais in the way of censure, bnt to defend the 
committee from the charge cf orizinating the inzo- 
vation alluded to. The circumstances in which the 
o:ber branch were at present, and the course which 
had prevaiied for some years past, were, in his esti- 
Mati-n, a sufficient jus:ification of the committee 
for departing from this rule. i 

Mr. CLAY. In the first place, the honorable 
chairman is inaccurate, though he did not in‘ead it, 
m regard to -he character of this bill. IfI am rot 
mistaken, the first section of it makes an appropri- 
ation to an indefinite amount. 

Mr. Wariant. There are two or three small ap- 
propriations to carry the bill into effect. 

Mr. Cray. ButIam extremely indebted to him 
for this opportunity to show the origin of those 
two measures, so important to the country—the 
land bill and the compromisee bill. Sir, how d:d 
that land bill originate? Has the Senator forgotten 


how it was thrown upona committee, and the mo- 
lives under which it was thrown—on a commillee 
of which I was a member? 

Mr. Wricut. That was b-fore I was here. 

Mr. Cray. The history of it was this: The 
Committee on Manufactures, in which interest I 
now take, and have ever taken, a most lively con- 
cern, was raised; and some gentlemen entertained 
the extraordinary notion that the sale of the public 
domain was a tax, and, being so, was a subject 
appropriate to the Committee on Manufactures, 
and should be referred to that c»mmittes. Against 
this I expostulated, protested, and implored that 
they would not send it to that committee, of which 
I was a member. And what was the result? The 
political friends of the honorable chairman, unitirg 
to a man, and apparently with a view to my per- 
soral embarrassment, threw: the subject on the 
Committee on Manufactures. J then said, gent'e- 
men, since you have thrown this matter upon me, 
| L will off coat and go to werk; and so I did; and 
the bill to distribute the proceets of the public 
lands was the result. That was not a measure vo- 
luntarily assumed, and it was not in violation of 
that spirit of the Constitution which I am happy to 
find the Senator regerds as myself. The measure 
was thrown, literally forced upon me, and it was 
passed by this Hcuse, and by a majority of more 
than two thirds of the other House, sent to the Pre- 
sident, apd (said Mr. C. striking repeatedly and 
emphatically on his pocket) you know what be- 
came of it afterwards. 

In regard to the other, the compromise bill, look 
at the state of the country at that time. A civil 
war was then threatening the country, and every 
measure had failed of accommodating the unhap- 
py difficulty in which itwas involved. The House 


incapable of motion. In that state of things I 
proposed the compromise bill. But was it a reve- 
nue bill? Was it to raise or augment the tariff? 
No; but toreduce, tocut it down. ButI waive 
this point. A majority of the Senate decided that 
it was not a revenue biil, such as must originate 
in the other House. But to trace that bill in its 
progress and final passage, while we were disput- 
ing it here, the House brought it up as an original 
bill on their part, in its very words, passed it by 
acclamation, and when I first heard of it I was here 
upon my feet. It wasthen concurrel in by the 
Senate, approved by tie Presicent, and became a 
law of the land. Such is the simple history of the 
land bill and compromise bill, and if the Senator 
can make any thing out of it affecting the argument 
or course which I now adopt, he is we'come to the 
whole benefit. 

Mr. WRIGHT. The Senator seems to consider 
what I said asa mat'er of charge against him. 

Mr. Chay. Not at all. : 

Mr. Wricnt. I spoke of these things as mat- 
ters of reference, and though they re’er to the other 
body of Congress, the only time that I was ever 
called to order in my life was by the Senator frem 
Kentucky fur referring to that body. Jf it is now 
proper so to refer to it, the Senator will agr-e with 
me that in its business progress it was never more 
effectually tied up than now. 

Mr. WALKER said it was, he believed, at least 
so far as his experience was concerned, the first 
time that the S- nate was asked to postpone the 
consideration of an important measure, because 
some five Senators are not present, in conse quence 
of the failure of certain State Legislatures io, dis- 
charge their constitutional duties by filling every 
vacancy in this body. The motion of the Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] was to postpone the 
consideration of this bill ti] Monday week. Now, 
if the object of every Senator, was to have the pre- 
serce and aid of every Senator, in commencing the 
consideration of this bill. Thiscou!d not be effected 
by the motion of that Senator. The venerable 
Senator from Tennessee [Judge Wuire] had re- 
signed but yesterday, and it was impossible that 
this vacancy could be filled, and his successor be 
here on Monday week. But why postpone the 
consideration of this bill? The consideration of 
the bill involves no vote upon it; and if it be con- 
sidered proper to postpone a final vote here, to 
await the contingent and uncertain action of seye- 
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ral States in filling every vacancy, this motion can 
be made at a fuiu:e period, and constitutes no 
reason why we should not now consider and 
discuss the measure. But, sir, why delay our 
action here, because every vacancy in this 
body is not now filled? Two, at least, of 
the States, unrepresented in part on this floor, 
had declared in favor of the present measure; and 
no delay to discharge our duties would change the 
final vote, nor was it pretended that any such re- 
sult would follow. Wasit not known that not only 
a majority, but two-thirds, of the Sates of this 
Union, had, at their most recent elections, declared 
in favor of this measure, and that it will be adopted 
here, if the will of the people of the several S:ates 
is respected, whether the vacant seats be fiiled 
or noi? But the Senatcr from Kentucky objects 
to the origination of this and other important 
measures respecting the public revenue in this 
body, as a violation of the spirit of the 
Constitution, and an innovation upon ancient 
usages, and that such measures formerly originated 
in the House of the people, as it is called by that 
Senator. But why the House of the people, more 
than thisbody? Dees that House more traly re- 
present the will of the people of the several States, 
in that mest important attitude, as confederated, 
coequal, and sovereign S:ates? Was that most im- 
portant Sta'e Rights feature of the Constitution to 
be disregarded, and are we to sit here, refusing to 
perform our constitutional duties, refusing to in- 
troduce here important measures, because they have 
not originated in the House? The Constitution 
makes it our right, and therefore our duty, to ori- 
ginate all measures here except bills to tax the 
people by raising a revenue. Th’s is not alleged 
to be such a bill. Jt is not allezed that the Consti- 
tuti:n forbids its introduction here; but that, as an 
important measure, it is an ionovation upon former 
usages to intreduce it in this body. Sir, if this be 
an innovation vpon former usig-s, Mr. W. re- 
joiced that such innovation had béen made, and 
that the States, as States and sovere’gnties, through 
their representatives on this floor, had asserted all 
their rights, had maintained the confedera‘e princi- 
ple of the Constitution, and o iginated a 1 measures, 
however important, in this body, the origination 
of which kere was nct prohibited by that instru- 
ment. If any Senator felt disposed to abandon 
the con:titutional rghis of the States, by refusnz 
or delaying to originate important measures in this 
body, Mr. W. was not disposed to follow any such 
pernicious example, or to consolidate more power 
in the other House than had been delegated by 
the Constitution. It had been truly stated, however, 
that the Senator frem Keatucky had himself iotro- 
duced important bills in this body, and bills deeply 
affecting tre public revenue, namely, the land 
bill, and the tariff bill. But the Senator says, 
the land bill was forced upon him by a vote of the 
Senate, on the reference of the question to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. But if itte a violation 
of the spirit of the Constitution to introduce impor- 
tant measures in this body, why did nct the Senatcr 
leave this violat‘on of the Constitution to some other 
member of the Committee on Manufactores, or 
why viola‘e the spirit of the Constitution, either vo- 
luntarily, or by the compal: ory instructions of other 
Senators? But this vote of the Senate in 1832, 
wou'd not excu:e the subsequent action of the 
Senator from Kentucky in regard to this land bill. 
Did not we all know—did not the journals of the 
Senate prove that the Senator from Kentucky had 
voluntarily, ard without any vote or action up n 
the subject in either Flouse, introduced and orizi- 
nated this very land bill, not at ore session only, 
but for the last six yearsin this body? If, then, the 
Senator had done wrong in 1832, why had the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky repeated that wrong, by intro- 
ducing and originating that measvre here for the 
last six years? And was not that land bill a’most 
important measure? Dil it not materially affect 


the public revenues? Was it not an a ‘gues 
bill? Yes; the largest appropriation By a P 


csed in this House, or in this cogmtry- 
ficial returns of the Secre'ary ofthe pe fatal 
on the files of the Senate, this land 7 N 
Senator from Kentucky appropriated ee 
millions of dollars of the public revenue for disiri- 


108 


B61 CONG. LST Sess. 


bution among the States; and, although not a 
tariff or tax bill in name, it was so in fact; for if a 
distribution of twenty-seven milions, already 
made under the deposite act, had involved the 
country in a debt not yet extinguished, the distri- 
bution of thirty millions more, as proposed in the 
land bill of the Senator from Kentucky, must have 
created a national debt, now due, of thirty mil- 
lions, and rendered inevitable an augmentation of 
taxation and the tariff. It was, ia fact, a tariff 
bill in disguise; and yet, for the last six years, the 
Senator from Kentucky had, at every session, vo- 
lantarily introduced into this body this important 
measure, involving so vitally the great interests of 
the country, appropriating in one bill fifty-seven 
millions of money, creating a vast national debt, 
and rendering an augmented tariff inevitable; and, 
as regards the tariff, the compromise act of 1833, 
originated by the Sesator from Kentucky in this 
body, was not that a most important measure? did 
it not impose new duties on imports? did it not 
raise a revenue from the people? and if so, could 
it be introduced here? and was it any answer to 
the objection, that in some cases, tut not in all, it 
reduced the duties? Reduced doties, by creating 
increased imports, might actually augment the 
revenue; and if so, was it constitutional to originate 
that measure in this body? Yet all this had been 
done by the Senator from Kentucky; and yet, now 
he would have no important measure, however 
constitutional its introduction, originated in this 
body; bat we must wait the action of that other 
House, so lately denounced by the Senator from 
Kentucky asa servile body. Mr. W. never had, 
or would, denounce that House as a servile body, 
but yet he did not believe that there was any thing 
in their organization or superior wisdom, or greater 
despatch of the public business, that should induce 
ws to refuse to introduce here all measures, how- 
ever important, that could constitutionaily originate 
iv this body. 

Tue question was now put on Mr. Cray’s mo- 
tion to postpone the biil to Monday wezk, and 
decided in the negative ty yeas apd nays as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas—Mesirs. Bet's, Clay of Kentacky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Mer- 
rick, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Robioscn, Rug- 
gles, Smich of Indiana, SvutharJ, and White of 
In fiana— 16. a 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Ben‘on, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, Kug, Lina, Lumpkin, Meu- 
ton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Reane, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strarge, Tappan, Walker, 
Wall, Williams, Wright, and Young—26. 


REMARKS OF MR. BUTLER, 


Or Soutx C ROLINA, 
Ia the House of Representatixgs, Janyary 21, 1840— 
On the resolution of Mr.; Wappy THomPson to 
amend the rules relative/to tY¥ reception and 
disposal of Abolition petijion 
Mr. BUTLER, of Sah 
said: ' a 
Mr. Seeaxer: It hasnot b¥en the habit of Southe 
ern members, and particularly from South Caro- 
lina, to discuss the sulject now before the House. 
Nor, sir, do 1 intend, on the present occasion, to 
d.scugs the constitutional right to hold slaves, the 
moral influence of slavery, or its expediency. No 
Sou'hera man will ever condescend to debate 
_these questions on this floor, and if they are furced 
upon us, another field must be the arena of dis:us- 
sion. We do not fear the issue of such a discus- 
sion before an honest and enlightened worl. We 
cou!d show that slavery was coeval almost with 
the existence of the haman race; that it was fully 
recognised under the Old and New Testament dis- 
pensations; and that to us it is a political blessing, 
instead of an evil. But, sir, no one has a right to 
coerce vs into these matters, and no power on earth 
shall move us from our position. We cannot, 
however, sit tamely by and see these constan', re- 
peated, and ceaseless attacks upon our institations, 
and insults upon our characters, without feeling 
indignant and excited. It is to repel charges thus 
geiterated that J rise, , 
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It has been alleged against the Souh that 
we are sectional in our prejudices, and slaves 
to local opinion. ‘This allegation comes with 
with a bad grace from these who are bound 
down by prejudices, the most wilfully blind and 
pernicious. Slaves to local opinion! What, sir, 
could induce members of Congress, gentlemen of 
intelligence and character, to present Abolition pe- 
titions to this House, and demand their reference 
to acommittee, but being slaves to local opinion? 
What but this could inflaence the course which 
Northern gentlemen take, in irritating the South, 
without profit to any secticn of this Confederacy? 
So far as I am individually concerned, I have al- 
ways endeavored to allay sectional prejudices, and 
to look upon this Union as one great family of 
brethren. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Grancer] asks why we of the South are now so 
excited at the presentment of Abolition petitions, 
when history proves that they have been presented 
for the last twenty-five years. He, sir, has fur- 
nished us with an answe*. Abolition petitions, 
until within the last half dozen years, were confined 
to a few ignorant, weak, and misguided fanatics; but 
now they have wealth, politica! and local influence, 
talents, well organized and increasing societies, 
and numerous presses, devoted to their cause. 
Their baneful influence is felt and exercised every 
where in the free States, and political parties dread 
their opposition and court their favor: Members 
here cower before this local feeling; and, what is 
siill worse, avowe Abolitionists are, on this floor, 
the advocates and eulogists of these fanatic incen- 
diaries. Can it be thought wonderful, under these 


painful refl-ctions, that the South should be deeply 


agitated? We should be less than men, if we could 
foid our arms, and patiently submit to these in- 
dgnities. But, sir, he gentieman from New York 
[Mr. Granaer] says that the Sou.h seems to forget 
that otber portions of this Union are to b? heard 
anl respected here. Toe South claims no such 
distinction, and how, let me ask, stands the cas:? 
When a protective tariff is to be imposed, onerous 
and unjust in its op:rations, who reaps the benefit? 
The North. When canals are to be opened, harbors 
surveyed and improved, roads to be built, and any 
other extravagant appropriations, for internal im- 
provements, who share the “spoils?” The North. 
‘When a great Nationa. Bank is to be chartered, 
with capital and power sufficient to control all 
other banking ins!iutions in the country, where is 
itto be located? In the North. National Jezislation 
has always been partial to the North, and although 
the South. hes deeply felt the injustice cf it, she 
has sought for noselfish protection; the only pro 
tection she demands, is to be let alone in the man- 
agement of her local concerns. It is said that we 
are ultra, npon the subject of these p2titions, be- 
cause we fear the effect it would have have upon 
our elections at home. ‘This is a mistake; we 
s'and upon higher grovnd than such pit ful consi- 
derations. We are defending our constitutional 
and unalienable rights; we are battling for the 
security of our firesides, and the sanctity of 
our domestic regulations; and, sir, let me 
tell gentlemen, for one, that if the course 
which they advise would fut a stop to in- 
cendiary petitions, I would freely become the 
victim, if my constituents cemanded a sacrifice. 
God forbid that for so ignoble a purpose, a single 
man could be found so base as not to render him- 
seif a wi ling sacr.fice on the altar of his coaniry. 
We are to'd, sir, that our course is minis‘ering to 
the wishes of the Abolitionists, and our true poticy 
would be to unite with Northern gentlemen in re- 
ferring these petitions to a committee, and that.a 
calm and temperate report would arrest the evil of 
which we complain. How plausible is this argu- 
ment, yet how delusive and untrue. Ir such 
would be the result now, why has it not had that 
effect heretofore? Jn 1829 these petitions were re- 
ferred to a committee, and a report was made 


against the prayer of the petitioners. Again, in - 


1836, they were referred, and Mr. Pinckney, chair- 
man of that committee, male an able and lengthy 
report. Did this stop the evil—did it setard it for a 
moment? On the contrary, your table has, from 
that period, literally groaned under the weight of 
Abolition memorials, fram men, women, ard hil- 
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dren. Sir, the movement which that gentleman 
made on that occasion (I do not impeach his mo- 
tives) was unwise and impolitic, to say the least of 
it, and the irreparab'e mischief which followed, I 
fear, is not speedily to be cured. It opened the 
doors of this Hall.to Abolitionists, and invited them 
to come in and prosecu‘e their unhallowed purpo- 
ses, and well have they improved the opportunities 
thus afforded them. Think you, sir, in the face of 
these facts, that any Southern member can be 
found on this floor, or elsewhere, so utterly 
regardless of his own interest, and so forgetfal 
of his duty to his constituents, as again to 
be caught aiding and abe ting the worst enemies 
of his country? Why, sir, no man here can be- 
lieve that reception, reference, repoit, and all, 
would satisfy and quell the movements of men 
goaded on by a fierce and fanatical resolution to 
accomplish their ends or rend the Union asunder. 
They have the sagacity to see that they have ad- 
vanced a step, at an early stage of their operations, 
much beyond their most sanguine expectations; 
and nothing, no, sir, nothing can now arrest their 
onward course but the adoption of some such rule 
as the resolution before you proposes. Pass that, 
sir, and you give us quiet and an assurance that 
you really mean to uphold our constitutional 
rights; reject it, and you prove to us that upon 
ourselves alone depends protection. 

The “sacred right of petition” is said to be in- 
volved, and gentleman cannot come up to oar pro- 
position because their people will not sus ain them. 
No one wishes to invade the right of petition, but 
do not, under color of this right, send memoria's 
here of and about things in which the petitione.s 
have no interest. I grant, sir, that all and eve:y 
citizen cf this country have a right to be heard 
here, by petition, upon such matters as immediately 
pertain to themselves; bat does it follow that they 
are officiously and offensively to thrust themselves 
into other peop'e’s concerns, totally distinct and 
unccnsected with them? Are we to be told, be- 
cause the right of petition is guarantied by the 
Constitution, that cit zeas in the Northern States 
are authorized to petition Congress for the redress 
of imazinary grievances under which their South- 
ern neighbors are laboring? Shall other portions 
of this Union impadently and arrogantly assume 
to themselves the duty of enlighten ng us upon 
subjects in which we are alone interesie]? Shall 
they become our kind guardians, and point out to 
this Legislature the blindness, the evils, and turpi- 
tude incident, as they allege, to our situation? If 
upon ord nary subjects, and there was no other 
objection, the very impudence of the thing would 
excite our indignation and coatempt. But, sir, 
when we se: systematic and ceaseless attacks made 
upon our institutions, our property, and our secu- 
rity, from those who have no earthly interest in 
the matter, we can but feel it as an outrage. Sup- 
pose the South was to imitate the Nor hin ths 
abominable crusade, organize societies, s2nd out 
missionaries, erect presses, and load your table 
with petitions, to hang sll Abotititionists, to pass 
laws compelling the free white and free black of 
the North to intermarry, or to do any thiog else 
equally wrorg and improper, and in what did not 
immediately affect us—would all this be tolerated 
by Northern gentiemen in their zeal to support the 
constitutional and sacred right of petition? Wou'ld 
such fe'itions be received, considered, referred to 
committees, ani treated as in ordinary case? I 
apprehend net; ‘circumstances would alter 
cases” with gentlemen, and those who are 
now so vociferous for this right would 
say to us, as we now say to ihem, tbese peti- 
tions ought not to be received. The genilc- 
man from Vermont [Mr. SLape] has broadly ad- 
mitted ihat Congress has the right to reject peti- 
tionsof a mischievous tendency. Well, sir, this 
is conceding all I contend fer. And is there no 
mischievous tendency in Abolition petitions? If 
to break down the barriers of constitutional rights, 
to produce discord and division in this naticn, and 
ultimately to dissolve the Union, can give them 
that character, so they are to be regarded. That 
gentleman, as well as every inteliigent man must 
see, from the unanimous feeling of the South, that 
such is their inevitable tendency; and if he has any 
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regard for cons'stency, I would ask him, Aboli- 
litionist as he is, to pause before he goes farther. 

I regret, sir, that gentlemen have thonght it 
necessary, in this discussion, to offer highly 
wrought eulogiums upon Abolitionist}. It is a 
melancholy proof tọ me that their mad and fero- 
cious projects are more formidable than persons are 
willing to admit. Their presses teem with the gross- 
est and foulestslanders upon Sou'hern slaveholders, 
and they openly avow their intention to be imme- 
diate and uacompremising emancipation. Scarcely 
a mail comes from the North that does not bear me 
scme of these vile publications, filled with the 
mest tarefaced and reckless falsehoods. Pic‘orial 


representations of cruel and unheard of punish- |; 


meats, are paraded in their sheets with all the ap- ` 


parent sanctity and semblance of trwh. The | 


slavebolder is denounced, both in body and soul, as | 


the cursed of God. In fact, no lie is too enormous, | 


no falsehood too flagrant for these publications to 
disseminate. Without desccnding to the disgust- 
ing details of these sinks of pollution, falsehood, 
and slander, I demand ta know how it is, that gen- 
tlemen can rise in their places, and in the tace of 
this nat on become the apoligists and panegyrists of 
tuch vile calumniators and incendiaries. The an- 
Swer is too readily found in that slavish, lacal opi- 
nien and sectional prejudice, so much deprecated 
by gent'emen in theory, and so little observed in 
practice. 

The gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Stane] is 
the especial advocate of Abolitionist:, and, I sup- 


pose, is to be regarded as the exponent of their | 


views on this floor. He has taken great pains to in- 
form us that these peop!e are the wisest and best 
Christians in all the land; that they are mi'd and 
harmless, and do not mean, just now, to abolish 
slavery any where but in the District of Co'umbia. 
I suppose we of the South ought to be grateful for 
this extreme act of mercy. But, sir, whom am I 
to believe, the gentleman or his compeers, in this 
officious, audacious, intermeddling in the affairs of 
other people’s business? Their newspapers and 
other publications call for immediate and total 
emancipation, and denounce apy of their tribe who 
do not go with them. That gentleman himseif con- 
teaded that the inevitable tendency of things was to 
this consummation. Who does not see through 
‘the flimsy guise, which is attempted to be 
thrown around their real designs? They have 
been permitied to come into this Hall, and have 
been heard; and asan entering wedge to all their 
schemes, they first desire to operate upon the in- 
stitution of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
under the belief that it would be the prelude of 
their grand entry into the Territories and States of 
the Union. The first may be attained, though I 
do not believe it; the laiter “never, so lopg as a free 
white man livesin the South. The gentleman 
from Vermont [Mr. SLADE] manifested great sym- 
pe: forhis black brethren. Let me ask him if his 

evolence is so limited as to be confined to this 
classalone? Has he any peculiar ties to that 
race,that would make him forget the direful calami- 
ties which may and wi'l grow out of the movements 
of Abolitionists, if not arrested by the good sense 
of thecouniry? While his pity is so ardent for 
one race, let me beg him to extend his kindness 
to another portion of the. human family, whose 
skins, although not black, are nevertheless entitled 
to a pordon of philanthropy so comprehensive 
as his. If the g-ntleman cannot find sufficient sub- 
jects for his tears in this slavebolding vicinity, I 
would advise him to make 4 pilgrimage to the 
Northern cities, and visit the haunts of the mise- 
rable, squalid, and starving free blacks, which 
aro to be found every where there, that he may 
shed tearsto his hearts content. 

Mr. Speaker, the true issue has net been presented 
to this House and to this nation. The true qurs- 
tion is not, whether the right of Petition has been 
infringed; but whether the Union shall be preserved 
or dissolved, and I earnestly entreat the honest and 
honorable of all parties to go home and tell their 
constituents, that the real issue made now is ane 
of Union or disunion. Tell them, that the South, 
though justly excitable on this subject, is long ‘for. 
bearing and suffering.” Tell them, if slavery is an 
exil, upon us rests the conaequences; if there be 
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gultin it, on us is the responsibility. Assure them 
that the whole South firmly believe that it is a po- 
litical blessing, and with this consciousness resting 
upon us, a new and craven generation must arise, 
and fill our places, before emancipation can be ef- 
fected. Let them know that the South will become 
one great cemetery of freemen, and the abode of 
slaves only, before their designs can be accom- 
plshed. The South, sir, loves and values the 
Union, and she cannot forget, ia a brief balf centu- 


« Ty, that common toils, acd common dangers, 
: secured to us all, this great and glorious Republic. 


We cannot so easily tear from our memories, 
that our blood commingled in our Revolutionary 
struggle, and that the bones of our ancestors repose 
together on the flelds of Eutaw, Yorktown, and 
Camden. Sir, we should deplore, as the greatest 
eaiamity, the sad and awful necessity which should 
render a separation "of necessity; but rather tban 


| yield our dearest rights and privileges, we would see 


the Union scattered tothe winds, and hold those 
who are now are brethren “enemies in war, ia 
peace friends.” 

I have thus, Mr. Spzaker, discharged a disagree- 
able duty; I have endeavored to do so in fairness 
and honesty, and while I am on this floor, I will 
recur to another subject, upon which South Caro- 
lina Nullifiers have been so often taunted. 


how. we could support the measures of an Admi- 


nistration, that, some years ago, hurled denuncia. | 


tion against us. 

Sir, | do not, according to the fashion of the day, 
undertake to ‘define my position.” I shall let my 
position define itse!f by my acts; but I have not the 


| Slightest objection to answer these repeated que- 
; Ties. In former days the present Chief Magistrate . 


may have dealt some hard blows on the heads of 
the Nullifiers, but he gave us no blow which was 
not returned with interest. Our quarrel of that: 
day is over, and the occasion which gare rise to 
the excitement has passed away, and we find our- 
Selves still a part of this great Confederacy. We 


are in the National Legis!ature, where there are’ 


two great parties—the Democrats and Whigs. If 
we vote at all, we are compelled to take sides with 
one of these two great divisions; and we are so un- 
sophisticated in the ways of the world as really to 
believe we ought to act with those who sustain us, 
and maintain our doctrines upon national subjects. 
Is there any thing unaccountable in this? The 
Democratic party, with the President, are opposed 
to protective tariffs; so arè wet they are inimical 
to splendid schemes of internal improvements by 
the General Government; that is our doctrine: they 
are in favor of, and advocate a total Separation of 
the finances of the Government from the control 
and direction of banks; they are opposed to a Uni- 
ted States Bank; and last, though not least, they 
are opposed, and give us practical proof of their 
Opposition, to the whole project of Abolition. 
These are our views and opinions; and shall we 
desert them because we find others maintaining 
them? No, sir, we support any party that is poli- 
tically right. We are not, nor do we intend to be- 
come the partisans of the Administration, to be led 
and driven as party hacks; we shall act as our 
judgment dicta'es, although we do support its lead- 
iog measures. Sir, if we had felt doubts as to the 
propriety and correctness of our course, when we 
first assembled here, they would have been dis- 
pelled by the events of the Harrisburg Conven- 


tion, We believe the nomination of Gen. Harri- 


son was effected by a combination of Abolitionists, 
and other factions, of which the first was predomi- 
nant; for how otherwise could the pre-:minent 
claims of the gifted, and, I will add, patriotic Se» 
nator from Kentacky be set aside for one so far 
below him in all the qualifications fcr the Presi- 
dential office... 

_Mr. Van Buren had declared to the world, in 
terms which admit of. a pape construction, 
that Congress had no constitutional right to. touch 
slavery in the States, and that we believed it high- 
ly inexpedient to interfere with that subject in the 
District of Columbia,and boldly assumed the ground 
that he would resist, by his veto, such. attempts, 
under as strong a sense of obligation as if such a 


: Clause was in the Constitution. He was no “non- 


It has | 
been asked of the small party with whom I act, || 
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committal” on that occasion, and, if words ate ca» 
pable of conveying any definite meaning, he has 

said all that the South could reasonably expect 

from a Northern President. His declarations have 
exposed him to the wrath and fury of Abotitionists 
from that day to this, and will continue to do so. 

Is there an Abolitionist on- this floor that is so 

fiercely opposed to him? Is there one any where? 

The Democratic party throughout the Union, so 

far as I know, assume the same ground. In proof 
of what I say, I beg leave to read an extract from a 
paper which I hold in my hand. Itis partof the pro- 
ceedings of a great Democratic convention, held 

at Columbus, Ohio, on the eighth of this month, 

said to consist of at least three thousand persons. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this couvention, Congress 
ought not, without the consent of the people of the District, and 
of the Staies of Virginia and Maryland, to abolish slavery in 
the District of Columbia; and that the efforts now making for 
that purpose, by organized sccieties in the free States, are hos- 
tile to the spirit of the Constitution, and destructive to the har- 
mony of the Union. 

Resolved, That slavery, being 7 domestic institution, recog- 
nised by the Constitution of the United States, we, as citizens 
ofa free State, have no right to interfere with it, and that the 
organising of societies and associations in free States, in oppo- 
sition to the institutions of sister States, while productive of no 
good, may be the cause of much mischief; and while such asso- 
ciations, for political purposes, ought to be discountenanced by 
every lover of peace and concord, no sound Democrat will have 
part or Jot with them. : 

Resolved, That should there be any members of this conven 
tion who do not subscribe to the prineiples contained in 
those {resolutions relating to the subject ef ‘Abolition, they be 
hereby requested to leave their names with the publishing 
committee, to be published with the proceedings of this conven- 
tion. 

Now, Sir, here is sound, correct; patriotic doc 
trine, emanating from an assemblage in Ohio- 
representing every county in the State: Their re» 
solutions go to the full extent, that any Southern 
man could or would ask; ard I am authorized to 
say, not oné man of that vast assembly dissented 
from these glorious and noble resolutions. They 
deserve, and will receive, the thanks of the whole 
country, for this timely and decisive movement 
upon a subject of such paramount importance and 
interest. Here are, also, two resolutions, passed by 
the Democratic Legislature cf Ohiv, on the four- 
teenth of this month, which I also beg leave to 
read to the House. 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, 
That the subject of slavery, as it existe in particular portions 
of the United States, was settled and adjusted at the formation 
of the Federal Constitution. , 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this General Assembly, the 
interference of citizens ofour State in the internal ‘regulations 
of another, is highly censurable and improper, and that we 
view the unlawful, unWise, and unconstitutional interference of 
the fanatical Abolitionists of the North, with the domestic in- 
stitutions of the Southern States, as highly criminal, and that it 
is the duty, obligatory on all good ciuzens, to. discountenance 
card ‘Abolitioniets in their mad, fanatical and revolutionary 
schemes, f ; 

Such arè the indications manifesting themselves 
in the Democratic party of the non-slaveholding 
States, and I sincerely wish I could see such mani- 
festations from the Whigs in the same quarter. 

The nominee of the Harrisburg Convention, 
however distinguished as a soldier, and entitled, as 
I willingly admit he is, to the gratitude of the coun- 
try for his military and civil services, has given no 
such pledges, nor do I think he will. As late as 
1833, he held this langnage: an 

‘Should I be asked, is there no way by which the General 
Government can aid the cause of emancipation, I anewer,it 
has been an object near miy hear, to.eee tha whole surpive-re- 
Yenue appropriated to that object. With the sanction of the 
States holding slaves, thero appears to me to be no conethu- 
tional objections to its being thus applied; embracing not only 
the colonization of those that may be otherwise freed, but the. 
purchase of the freedom of others. By a zealous prosecution 
of a plan, founded upon that basis, we might look forward to a 
day, not far distant, when a North American sun would not 
look down upon a slave. - 


-Are these views and opinions favorable to the. 
constitutional rights of the South? Have they ever 
been repudiated or explained by their author? I 
know, in his Vincennes speech, he does maintain 
that Congress has no consiitational right to -touch 
slavery in the States, but that does not faş- 
epovgh, particularly under the suspicious circ’ 
stances of his nomination. If this distingy) 
individual is really disposed to resist all af 
of Abolition, any where in this’ Union, Į 
pnatectedly rejviced to hear it. Tt 

istory that, on the eve of the 
election, public calls were mag upon General 
Harrison, touching this very p‘viect, and he re- 

R set the public. sen- 
fused, or, at least, neglected y/ kn 
timent:at rest. Why, sir, 1t not own to every 


© 
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indebtedness of each State isnot specified. This || has made the proposition, and is urging it upon the 
shows that the course gentlemen are pursuing is consideration of the public for its adoption. Two 
eironeous. Ifthe report was printed, such mis- || or three days since, the resolutions of one of tne 
takes could not be committed; there isno aggregate || States (Vermont) were presented to this body, ask- 
sition, but adding all these facts together, I draw || amount of debt stated; it is spoken of as avery large || ing for a distribution of the revenue arising 
the conclusion that General Harrison is the fa- || debt; but no sum is named. It is true, ia tne ori- from the sale of the public lands. It ap- 
yorite candidate of the Abolitionists, and, if so, this | ginal report, the debt was supposed to be about || peared in a newspaper of this city, published 
ought to deter every consistent State Rights man of i| two hundred millions of dollars; but a question || several days before the committee reported, that’ 
the South from supporting him. I repeat my de- |, arising upon the propriety of considering certain || an honorable member cf the other House [Mr. 
sire to do him justice; for I wish to. see no man || contingent liabilities, as constituting a debt egainst Gentry of Tennessee] had given notice that he 
seeking the highest office in our Republic who aState, the commiitee, upon a revision of the re- would, when in order, introduce a b:l! providing 
would, for a moment, countenance the schemes of | port, struck it out, and have assigned their reasons for the assumption of certain deb's of the States, 
those who are plotting the dismemberment of the || why no precise amount can be stated. They say || and appropriate the proceeds of the public lands 
Union. that the bonds issued by the States have not all for that purpose. There was assumption directly 
been sold; a parthave been hypothecated for par- propo-ed; not, to be sure, a general assumption, 
| tial advances on them, and others are now in the but a pattial one; the extent of which he coutd not 
livery of these remarks, a resolution has passed the |, foreign markets. define. Butef one thing he felt confident: if this plan 
House by a vote of 114 to 108, which conclusively f He presumed no one would say that the aggre- || was commenced, it would end in a ger eral assump- 
demonstrates the correctnes of the positions as’ || gate of the debts of the States would not constitute |; tion. He would not repeat the argum nt contained 
sumed ia the above remarks. rs a very large debi; he at least thought so, and the | in the report of the committee, which, to his mind, 


body, that Abolition papers did c'aim his nomina- 
tion, over Mr. Clay, as a triumph of anti-slavery 
feeling? I cannot tell what amount, or kind of 
testimony, gentlemen require to e-tablish a propo- 


Nore sy THE Epiror.—Subsequently to the de- 


EEE F | committee so considered it; but be the debts large | proes conclusively es it would be as al al 
E © or small, itdid not affect the principles or argument || for Congress to take the moneys arising from im- 
ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBT contained in the report. Why is the printing of |, ports, as the revenue arising from the sales of the 
IN SENATE vi the report objected to? If there be errors in it, |; public lands, and apply them to the payment of the 

F J 31.4840 4 there is intelligence sntficient in the community to |! debts of the States. 
BIDAT, v ARJAT siy wi detect and expose them; and the authors of these Mr. G. said he would now proceed to show that 


l 
| 
Mr. GRUNDY, from the Selget Cormittee, to errors, if they exist, will suffer in public estimation. || this project of assumption was not confined to our 
which was referred the resolution bubmated byMr. He was willing to abide this test. There is the i own country; that the largest capitalists in Eng- 
Bexton, and the resolution supmiyed by Mr. report; let it go forth among the peop’e; let them land—the very men who owned and traded most 
Lumparn, on the subdject of the afsuyiptionof the > see it and jucge of it for themselves, and let not || in these State bonds—had made a proposition 
debts of the States by the Federa! Gdvgtnment, made their opinions be formed of it, from mistaken re- || plain'y and distinetly in favor of the assumption, 
a report thereon, which was read. presentations made of it here. Gentlemen need || which the report of the committee combats. In 
‘A motion was then made to priat the usual num- || not deceive themselves; this report would be pub- || the circular of the Barings, Brothers, and Co. there 
ber of copies for the use of the Senate, which hav- | lished, and read with more avidity, on account of is the following language: 
ing been opposed by Messrs. CRITTENDEN, PRESTON, the efforts made to suppress it and prevent its pub- “But if the old scheme of internal improvements 
and SourHarD— : licity. ` in the Union is to be carried into effect, on the vast 
Mr. GRUNDY remarked that he could neither || Itis charged on the committee that they have || scale and with the rapidity. lately projected, and by 
be persuaded nor provoked to go into a discussion || gone beyond their duty, because the matters report- the means of fomagn capital, a more comprehen- 
of the merits of the report, upon a mere motion to || ed on were not properly before them, no applica- sive guarantee than that of individual States will 
print. The object of the present motion is to have tion having been made to this body for an assump- be required to raise so large an amount in a short 
the report printed, and laid upon the table of || tion of the State debts. The committee, said Mr. || time.” 
each member, that he might examine it, andbeena- || G. have acted under the authority and order of this “A national p'edge wou'd undoubtedly col'ect 
bled to act] upon the subject understadingly. In- || body; they were directed, by the reference of the || capital together from all parts of Europe; but the 
stead of adopting this course, which was the usual || resolutions of the Senators from Missouri and forced sales of loans, made separately by all the 
one, gentlemen had thought proper to assail the re- || Georgia, to investigate every subject embraced in || individual States, in reckless competuion, through 
port, which it Was impossible for them to under- || the report; both the assumption of the State debts, || a number of channels, render the terms more and 
stand by hearing it read at the Clerk’s table. It his and the distribution of the revenues arising from || more onerous for all, lower the reputation of Ame- 
suggestion had prevailed, then the knowledge of || the public lands. Nor would the committee have || rican crediis, and (as reliance is almost exclu- 
the’ contents of [the report would precede || discharged ils duty to the Senate, had they omitted || sively placed upon the London market) produce 
the dicussion, and Senators would net run to-do £0. g temporary mischief here, by absorbing the floating 
the risk of ascribing to the report matters not con- Entertaining the opinions he did, he did not capital, diverting money from regular business, 
tained in it. Hus purpose was not to go into an || choose to stop at a vindication of the committee. |} deranging banking operations, and producing an 
argument in support of the report; be would only || He thought the whole proceeding was a proper one. unnatural balance of trade against this country. It 
reply to a few of the remarks which had been Wise men would see dangerata distance and provide |) Would seem, therefore, that most of the States must 
made in opposition to it. He intended, at the | against it; and he considered this measure, when in- || either pause in the execution of their works of im- 
proper time, to give his views at large on the troduced by the Senator from Missouri, of that de- provement, or some general system of combina- 
whole subject. He might profit (said Mr. G.) by scription. He viewed it as a judicious precaution- || tion must be adopted.” 
some of the kind advice volunteered by the Senator | ary step, calculated to guard against great impend- Here, continued Mr. G. is a paper, which cannot 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Presron,] but a portion | ing danger. Should public men, whose duty it is be misunderstood. No more money can be had 
of it he could not adopt. TaatSenatorhad taken | to give warning to their countrymen of every || Upon the bonds of individual States. “A more 
exception to the report because we did not, when » movement injurious to’ their interest, wait comprehensive guarantee will be required;” “a na- 
speaking of the State debts, also state the means of | until they are encompassed and hedged in, jional pledge would undoubtedly collect capital 
payment possessed by the different States. Mr. | so that the power of resistance is lost? When together from all parts of Europe” Yes, make a 
G. said he could not engage in the business of | the schemes of their adversaries are matured, || national debt, to be paid by the General Govern- 
taking an inventory of the effects of a sove- | then resistance will be unavailing. He was || ment, and then all Europe will contribute her mo- : 
reign State of this Union, for the purpos? of || therefore in favor of a prompt and full discussion, j| Rey for the purpose of increasing the debt. 
showing its ability to discharge the habilities and a declaration of opinion on the part of the Se- Will gentlemen say this is no proposition for 
it bad incurred. So far from this, whenever one || Date, upon all the subjec's treated of in the report. the assumption of State debts? It was, to Mr. 
of the United States had given a bond or obligation || He was him-elf perfectly satisfied that this course G’s mind, not only a proposition, but one 
for the payment of money, he looked no farther; || would do no injury to the credit of the States. The || made to the American public, made to the in- 
he took it for granted the money would be paid; || committee had no design to impair their credit, debted States,.and those having State bonds not yet 
and if Senators would look into the report, they nor is there a single expression in the report calcu- disposed of, in an especial manner. It is, in part, 
would see that no idea is conveyed to the prejudice || lated to produce such aneffect. The efforts to sup- saying to them, you must ob‘ain a guarantee from 
of the eredit of any State; so far from it, Leiher || press this report, and prevent its publication, || the General Government, or your im provements 
the ability sor willingness to discharge their bonds || would, he believed. be more likely to injure the must be arrested. 
is questioned in the slightest degree. Sull gentle- || cred:t of the State bonds, than all the committee |] . Mr. G. said, other Senators may imagine there 
men insist that the report will weaken the credit of || havesaid or done. He did not, however, think the is ncthing in all this; that an influenial portion of 
the States, and depreciate their bonds. The credit credit of the States would be seriously affected the public press advocating the assump ion; that: 
of the States cannot be weakened by a declaration, by either. That credit was based upon some States asking for a distribution of the 
by this body, that the General Government will not | their means of payment, which were known || revenue arising from the public lands; tha ' 
assume the payment of these bonds. If the credit to be ample, and their character for goed faith; ||- the proposition, in the other House, to as- 
of the States can be affected by such a measure, it and this sensitiveness which is manifested about || sume certain debts of the States; and the’ 
was of a much weaker texture ‘than he had sup- | their credit, is calculated to injure it more than any direct proposition of the London bankers for an’ 
posed, Fer his own part, he considered the credit | thing else. - ; assumption, should not be noticed by this body. 
of the States as standing on a firmer basis. It has It is urged that no one has applied to this He, however, was of opinion, that they would not: 
been stated by tie Senator from South Carolina, || body for an assumption of the State debts; and || act the part of faithful watchmen over the true in-- 
(Mr. Presron,] tha: the report does injustice to || theref-re, all action on our part is premature and teres's of the conutry, were they to be silent, and: 
some of the States in this; that a large aggregate uncalled for. It is true, no direct application has || not give warning of the impending danger. For: 
amount of debt is sta‘et, and the amount of the been made, but an influential portion of the press || his part, he thought he saw much to be feared in - 
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regard to a national debts mach in regard to an in- 
creased and oppressive tariff; much in regard to 
the general prosperity and welfare of the country. 
Mr. G. remarked that he had transcended the limits 
he had prescribed to himself when he rose to ad- 
dress the Senate; he had intended to confine 
himself to the question of priating the report of the 
committee. If that were done, gentlemen would 
not have to conjecture respecting its contents; 
they could then base their argumen’s upon its 
true contents, and not subject themselves to those 
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And he must therefore, as well as he could, present 
the true issue to the public. He could not, as a 
member of the committee, permit the sentiment to 
go forth uncontradi¢’ed, that by this report the 


| States were arraigned fur their prodigality, de- 


nounced and rebuked for their extravagance in ex- 
penditure, and that their indebtedness was put 


: forth in such terms as to affect their credit at home 


mistakes and errors which had been made concern- ` 
ing what was contained init. A word or two only © 


in relation to a past transaction. 
because he had made a report now, when he would 
not maks, at a former session, a report upon a por- 
tion of the President’s message, respecting the 
bankruptcy of banks, which was referred to a 
committee of which he was chairman. 

Mr. G. remarked, he had, in that instance, acted 
according to the convictions of his own mind. He 
differed frum the President in the case alluded to, 
and a majority of the committee concurred with him 
in opinion; therefore no report was made upon the 
subject, and the commitiee was discharged from its 
further consideration on his motion, which was ac- 


cording to the usage of the Senate in similar cases. _ 
Ja the case now before the Senate, a majority of 


the commitiee, including himself, concurred in the 
general objecis of the original resolutions, and had 
made the report now on the table of the Senate ac- 
cordingly. 

Reference is still had to the)report first presented 
to the Senate, in which the debts of the States were 
said to be estimated at two hundred millions of dol- 
lars. Mr. G. remarked that he was by no means 
convinced that the estimate was too high. He 
wished it might turn out that he was mistaken, al- 
though, taking the report of the late Comp'roller of 
New York, with the knowledge that several agents 
from different States had, in the course of the last 
summer, been in Europe selling these bonds, he ap- 


prehended the amount would not fall much, if any, | 
short of the sum named in the first form of the re- | 
port. He would probably, at a proper stage of 


this proceeding, give his views at large on the sub- 
ject. At present, he considered it improper to do 
so. He should, therefore, forbear to say more at 
present. é 
REMARKS OF MR. HUBRARD. ; 
. Mr. HUBBARD remarked that hq was dgsirous 
to say a few words upon this subject, afd they 
should be but few at this time; as he might proba- 
bly, on some future day, should the Şeng'e afford 
the opportun ty, ad Iress the Senate u he reso- 
lations which the committee had repgrted. He 
rose merely to call the Senate back to fhe conside- 
ration of the real questions which were now before 
tiem. It seemed to him that gentlemen had 
travelled out of the record; that they were a'- 
tempting to make up a false issue before the 
country; to prejadge this whole matter; te pre- 
sent a course of reasoning based upon this report, 
which a fair examination of the report itself would 
not justify. They refuse to print; they will not 
consent to give publicity to this document; and yet 
make expositions of it, in their speeches, which, in 
his judgment, the report could not sustain. All he 
asked was, that the report and the resolutions 
should be printed, that every member of the com- 
munity might have the opportunity to examine and 
to judge for himself. He asked this as an act of 
jusiice to the committee, tə whom this subject had 
been, by order of the Senate, referred. He asked 
it as an act of justice to the Senate, which has seen 
fit to take cognizance of this matter, as a subject 
worthy of their consideration. He asked it as an 
act of justice to the whole country, that this re- 
port, word for word, leiter for letter, should be 
given, without delay, to the public. He could not 
but feel a degree of astonishment and suprise that 
the printing of this report, as moved by tae chair- 
man of the select committee, should be denied; 
that it should even be delayed—that the delibera- 
tions of the committee—the resalt of their doings 
upon a subject, which, by the order of the Senate, 
had been committed to them, should :be refused 
the usual and customary courtesy, But so it is. 


and abroad. f 
He unqualifiedly denied these positions; and he 


` felt assured that any fair and candid examination 


He was rebuked, | 


of the argument of the commitiee would show 
most satisfactorily that there is no foundation for 
such allegations. 

He hoped the Senate would not lose sight of the 


| true questions presented by this report. What were 


they? Would it be just? wouldit be expedient? wowld 
it be constiutional for this Governmeut to assume and 
undertake to pay the debts of the debtor States? ‘These 
were the only questions; and disguise it as you may, 
they are the questions. The argument, and 
the whole argament, of the committee, is based 
entirely upon those very propositions; and the con- 
clusions to which the committee have arrived, afe 
distinctly set forth in the resolutions accompany- 
ing theic report. The arguments which have been 
offered upon the other side, seem to be grounded 
upon the supposed fact, that the report of the com- 
mi'tee treatsof the indeb:edness of the States in 
such a way and manner as to imply censure to 
those sovéreignties; to charge upon them extra- 


! vagantand wasteful expenditure of the money of 


their people; that the report of the committee, ac- 
cording to their version, is but a bill of indictment 
preferred against the States for their prodigality. 
The report speaks no such language. It alludes not 


` to the particular indebtédness of particular States, 


: nor does it speek of the aggregate indebtedness of 
: all the States. 


It may speak of the indebtedness 


' of some individual States in the illustration of a 


| principle; but not in the language of fault-find- 


ing or censure. It has scrupulously avoided dis- 
cussing the subject of State indebtedness. It did 
not even occur io the committee, that the subject 
of State indebiedness was necessarily to be discussed, 
while executing the important duty confided to them; 


' and, notwithstanding the course of remark on 
' yesterday, and notwithstanding the remarks which 
: have been reiterated this morning, the report will 
| be found to run c'ear of all such objections. It will 


be fonnd to be limited to a fair, full, and free dis- 
cassion of the subject referred to the committee: 
and again, he would ask if there could be any pos- 
sible doubt what tat subject was? 

The very first resolution submitted by the Se- 
nator from Missouri leaves no room to cavil, 
as to the extent of the power and jurisdic- 
tion of the select committee, to whom that resolu- 
tion, with others, was referred. The resolution is 
as follows: ‘That there is nothing in the Constitu- 
tion of the Untied Slates which can authorize the legis- 
lative power of the Union to assume the debts of the 
States, which have been contracted for local objeets 
and State purposes.” The other resolution, offecea 
by the S nator from Missouri, declared, ia the 
most direct and unqualified terms, the injustice and 
inexpediency of any such assumption. These, then, 
were the subjects plainly and intelligibly referred 
by the order of the Senate itself,to the consideration 
of its committee. And what has that committee 
done? Have they departed from the subjects com- 
mitted to them? Have they undertaken to discuss 
new matters? Or have they confined themselves 
exclusively to the consideration of the subjects re- 
ferred? Examine the report; let that speak for it- 
self. He asked for no man’s commentary upon it; 
he asked merely for i's publication; and hs hazard- 
ed nothing in saying that it would be perceived that 
the committee had confined themselves to their 
own jurisdiction. They had, according to their 
best ability, discussed, first, the palpable injustice of 
an assumption of the {State debts by the General 
Governmeot—secondly, they had discussed the in- 
expediency of such a project—and thirdly, they 
bad discussed the uncons‘itutionality of the mea- 
sure. And what are we told by Senators in the 
Opposition? That we have gone out of our way 
to attack the credit of the States,by exposing to the 
public the amount of their indebtedness; and by a 


til 
Senate. 


gratuitous declaration that this Government would 
not become, under any circumstances, the endorsers 
for the States. He must, in reply, say that these 
allegations were entirely gratuitous. As he had 
before remarked, the report contained no attack 
upon the credit or the character of the States. No such 
aitaek was ever designed by the committee. Nos 
thing could have been further from theif thoughts; 
and no such attack has been committed upon the 
States. Is the debt of Pennsylvania, or the debt of 
Louisiana even stated, or is the debt of any other 
State of the Confederacy stated in a way to affect 
the credit of any such State? The debt of no par- 
t cular State is mentioned at all in the report, ex- 
cept it be that of New York and Illinois. Why 
then th's sentivehess üpon the matter? We heard 
no coniplaint made from the States of Louisiana 
and Peansylvania, against the terms of the corsmit- 
tees report. And we hear no complaint made of 
the report from the Senators of New York and Il- 
lineis. There ‘s no just ground of complaint. But, 
neveitheless, it has been said, and said over and 
again, in argument, that the committee have gra- 
tuitously, and that they had, in tru h, without right 
and without awhority, made this report; that it waa 
uncalled for; that no State had appliéd to Con- 
gress tô have the General Goverament assume its 
debts. That may be true.j But had the committee no 
awhority for their action? Dd they assume to 
make this report without right? It is not nece sary 
that any corporation or that any one State should 
make a personal application to Congress to assume 
its debts, in order to give juristiction to the Senate 
over this subject. Itis every day’s practice for Se- 
atofs to tise in their places, and to offer abstract ` 
proyositions, and to ask the consideration of the 
Senate upon them. This may be done by a direct 
action of the Senate upon them, or through the 
agency of a committee appointed for the purpose. . 
And will it be said that if the Senate elect to call 
in aid the services of acommitteé, that that come 
mittee are precluded from treating the subject in 
such a manner as to them shall seem most fit and 
expedient? A Senator rises in his place, and offers 
a resolution instructing a committee to inquire 
into the propriety of making a distribution of the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands among the 
States, for the purpose of internal improvement, or 
for any other purpose. Would not the committee 
to whom the subject should te referred, be fully au- 
thorized to discuss the injustice, the inexped:ency, 
and the unconstitutionality of such a project? 
Would they not be authorized, from the very nature 
of the reference, to treat the whole subject as they 
should think proper? Would notsuch a committee, 
under such a reference, be fully authorized to 
report resolutions for the action of the Senate, de- 
claring the injustice, the inequality, the unconstitu- 
tionality of any such distribution? There can be no 
doubt upon this point. Let us, then, examine and 
ascertain what was referred to this select com- 
mittee, and see whether they have acted gratui- 
tously and without authority, or whether the charge 
is not made against them: without the shadow of 
justice or of right. Whether the Senator . from 
Missouri were wise 0: unwise, reasonable orun» | 
reasonable, in bringing forward his resolutions, he 
should reserve for tuture consideration. Suffice it 
to say, they were presented, and presented upon the 
responsibility of that Senator—a responsibility 
which the Senator will not seek to avoid. ‘The re- 
solutions were before the Ssnate; their introduction 
and the course of proceeding thereon is now mat- 
ter of record. They were in the following words: 

“ Resolved, That there is nothing in the Constitution of the 
United Statcs which can authorize the legislative power of the 
Union to assume the debts of the States which have been cen: 
tracted for local objects and State purposes. 

“2. That the assumption of such debts either openly, by a 
direet promise to pay them, or disguisedly by going security. 
for their payment, or by creating surplus revenue or applyi 
the national funds to pay them, would be a gross an 
violation of the Constitution, wholly unwarranted by thi 
or spiricof that instrument, and utterly repugnant to 
1°, RAL, besides ia flagrant, unconstiuciongy, sul 

Se sie ; ads itic, sfd dangerous, 
compelling the nonn dented Seater to ineur bynens for others . 
which they have refused to incur for them 
national funds from national objects to $ 
creating a necessity for loans or taxes, 
per money to supply the place of ‘the 


trating the barriers of economy, M. 
creation of State debts by separa 


tter 


objects, and thereby- 
nda so diverted; pros- 


ration, and safety, in the 
the function of contractor 


7 


es; diverting the. _ 


issues of Federal på- -: ` 
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from that of payer ofthe debt, extinguishing the sense ofrespon- |] i be expedient, would it be constitutional, for cities and corporations and States, upon their cre- 


eibility in the contractor, and making the Federal Goverriment ; : ; ; 
tho uliimato payer of all the obligations contracted by the ihis Government to assume the State debts? |} dit, and upon their credit alone. 


fates for their own purposes; establishing a dangerous . Would it be just or constitutional to divide the ‘The report dues not seem to distrust the relations 


ee E new Antiowed up, ty new Tora m proceeds of the sales of the public lands among subsisting between the Statesand their creditors. He 
ns o! x a . 
Federal Government; invading the rights and Ror aging fhe the States, or to apply any of the national funds for || could not well conceive how a declaration cn the 


property or posterity, and loading unborn generations with || that purpose? Such, he undertook to say, was the || part of the Senate—that it would be unjust to the 
debia os iair pami CRAE A TER Taaa, debt of large || length, and breadih, and depth, of the resolutions of || Union—that it would be inexpedient, and in viola- 
own amount, and to perpetuate its own existence; Desetine a || the Senator from Missouri; and a consideration of || tion of the letter and spi it of the Constitution, for 
spirit in Congress which must constantly cater for new distribu- these subjects, by a reference of the resolutions || the General Government to assume the payment of 


Uoga by BETREE noraa ePpropriations, and keeping up || themselves, was necessarily committed to the || State liabilities—could in any way aficct negotia- 
3 xces- 7 x é 
sive tariff of duties on orien imports to fall unequally on charge of the select committee. And for what || tions between the States and their bankers. Can 


different parts of the Union, and moat heavily on the planting, purpose were they so referred? To avoid action? || sucha declaration tend, in the slightest degree, to 


foal erin a PO Sart Statea, to their ee ta- to pass them away from before the Senate? to bury || lessen the resourses of the States, to augment their 
quences either to the Union itself or to its members, astending || them in oblivion?. No, sir: the Senate had refused || liabilities, or justly to alarm their creditors? Can 


tothe consolidation of the States, and their ultimate abject to lay these resolutions upon the table. They, by || sucha deciaration tend to reduce the income of 


dependence.on the Federal head as the fountain of their sup- i > 
ikes; or, tending tothe annihilation of the Federal head aun; || that act, expected, and by the reference demanded, || State canals, or of State railroads, for the prosecu 


y stripping it of all its means of national defence and self- their consideration. They required, at the hands || tion of which works this foreign capital has been 
a sne redncing ii o paiza imbeciliiy of the old || of the committee, a report; and it seemed to him mainly obtained? Not so. The S.a'es will go into 
> © mpulse to the delusive career o : $ . # d 3, 
the paper system, already ina state of dangerous overaction; that, whatever might be the conclusions to which || tbe money market of our a E or oe 
ensuring the establishment of another National Bank; and, the committee should come, the Senate had a land, or of France, or of kio land, just as well a ter 
aoe ee cat ae ot Poleral credit, ree ed ane right te expect that the committee would justify || as before the declaration. It is idle to say that the 
gan’ ye 7 £ ; i H 
en s.r a ana malina) domaie ree || onthe subject. fall and deliberate argument || capitalists, at Moe lee of particular Sales 
austed, the era asury emptied, and the cre it of the upon the subjects. z € S ar lic eS, 
Union Teducelto oM t iag paing NOW chiefiy held by fo- The committee themselves entertained no coubt |j as well as their resources. If Louisiana, for in- 
reigners, and constituting a stock in foreign markets greatly de- as to the course proper for them to pursue. They || stance, should send her bond fe the bankers of 
pene a ee Attempt 1o cnain the ee re considered themselves called upon t» present plains England ae will any seats for z me 
A ni ates for their payme x i isti itions tion o tend tbat any accommodation wou 
vide for their payment out of the national funds, must have the definite, and distinct i daar age bes the ne acted ment pRa $ oa 7 T tent of herind Be 
effect of enhancing the value of that stock to the amount of a the Senate. This they have one—t ey conside’ granted, ignoran o e full extent o er indebt- 
aeeai iaurt OR le to ho araoa A ailera ia: themselves ca'led ap, m by self Ba a he he te i n naa a NS a ap H 
stocks, thereby holding out inducement to foreigners to inter- sense of duty to the Sena + to T luiy i a y E in the reach © si tag oh a ave 18, ee 
fere in our affairs, and to bring all the influences of a moneyed the reasons which had induce these conclus:ons. a question, possesse y those ealing in stocks. 
ide oe operate anal greene ine Mpo Oae Oe etn aad This they have done. The report is but the rea- There is annually given to the public, in the re- 
ena ESM, od penser) sening, Me TERED one of that argument, || he ts of State, comprSiave finances. ‘There could 
uti e . A $ 7 
Whenever this report shali be laid before the pub- || te no fraud practiced, even if there was a disposi- 
lic—if such a destiny awaits it—it will be found to || tion to frand. 


E nothing more or less than an argument How, then, is the publication of this report to 


rest. 
“6, That foreign interference and foreign influence, in all 
and in all countries, have been the bane and curse of free 
Governments; and that such interference and influence are far } 
more dangerous, in the insidious intervention of the mo- 
neyed power, than in the forcible invasions of fleets and 
armies. 
u6, That to close the door at once against all applications for 
such assumption, and to arrest at their source the vast tide of 
evile which would flow from it, it is necessary that the consti- 
tuted authorities, without delay, shall RESOLVE and DECLARE 
their utter opposition to the proposal contained in the late Lon- 
don Bankete’s circular in relation to State debts, contracted for 
local and State purposes, and recommending to the Congress of 
the United States to assume, or guaranty, Or provide for the ulti- 
mate payment of said debts.”? 


“| ttwill also be recollected that the proposed sub- 
stitute for the aforegoing rerolutions, moved by the 
Senator from Georgia, in the language following, 


a 


upon the propositions whether it would be just, ex- || affect the credit of the debtor States? The extent 
pedient, or constitutional, for the General Govern- || of the indebtedness of each State is known at 
mentto assume the debts of the States, or whether || home and abroad. The true character of the works 
it would be just or constitational to set apart the || of internal improvement in the respective States, 
avails of the public lands for such purpose? And completed and progressing, is also perfectly well 
the resolutions themee'ves tell plainly to what con- || understood. In short, the liabilities and the means 
clusions the committee have come. But notwith- || of the States is as well understood by-the Barings 
standing the avowal just made by the chairman of }| and the Rothschilds ot’ Europe, as they are by the 
the committee, gentlemen will have it, that such a || States themselves. It is, then, in his judgment, 
report was uncalled for; that it is unjust to the || idle to contend that you are doing an act of great 
States; and if given to the public, would be most injustice ‘o the States, by giving publicity to this 
mischievous to State credit. There is not, sir, one || document. It isdue to the debtor States them- 
paragraph in this whole report which can have || selves, at this eventful crisis; and it is most em- 
such a construction, or which gives evidence of || phatically due to the States, unembarrassed by 
any such design. He denied that the credit cf the |j debt, to make their unqualified declaration of the 
States could be injured, or in any respect as- || opinion of this Senate upon this all important sub- 
sailed, by the publication of this report. || ject. Itisdue to the bankers of England and of 
What does the report say? That the United States || the world, according to his sense of morality,-to 
cannot, according to the principles of equal jus- || make this declaration, and to make it now. This 
tice, assume the debts of the several States. || is the accepted time, and for this reason; that there 
Is this position controverted by any one? || is abroad ın the land, to some extent, a sentiment 
If so, ke had not heard it avowed here. How, t] touching this subject, which favors the idea of as- 
then, can this deliberate declaration of the opinion || samption—a sentiment which cannot be tolerated 
of the Senate, unfaverat]y affect the credit of the || by the independent States of America. He did 
States? Have the debtor States entertained the || nut speak without authority upon this subject. 
idea that at some favorable moment the United || There had already been given to the public, in our 
States would assume their debts? Have the credi- || own State journals, alarming doctrines. And for 
tors of the States—the money-lenders of Earope— || one, he tendered his thanks to the honorable Sena- 
entertained such an idea? Ifso, the Government || tor from Missouri, in behalf of his own State, 
owes it to itself to declare, in the most unequivocal || for having brought this subject thus early before the 
and unqualified terms, its fak opinions. p Senate. i 
the States have entertained no suc sentiment, ant Itis a subject of dee and vital importance? to 
if the money-lenders have imbibed no such ar this Union, and to the Slates repeal, He was 
nion, it was difficult for him to see how the credit perfectly satisfied that the people of his own State, 
of the States could be unfavorably aff.cted by the || trom recent indications, were not inditferent to the 
action of the Senate upon this subject. He repre- 


publication of the report, and by the adoption of 
the resolutions. It has been said, and with perfect |) . ented, in part, a State unembarrassed by any ex- 
isting debt.. She had never asked a dollar at the 


trath, that the money-lenders can have no other 
and no better eredit than the faith of the States. |} hands of this Gove 
i ; rnment for any local purpo:e; 
He fully concurred in the TL, The ek and from her early history tothe present omen, 
were able to pay, and, beyond all question, “iet New Hampshire had never, received a dollar (to 
promptly meet every liability. There is not a let- || which she claims title) for any purpose of State 
ter or word in that report that contradicts the asser- || policy. Her works are her own, and better means 
of intercommunication exist not in any State; 


tion. So far from it, the report speaks forth in 
high commendation of the ability and of the inte- || per roads bave been wrought by the baid hands 
of her industrious yeomanry; her canals and her 


grity-of the debtor States. How, Aa can ne 7 

port, if published, in any way a ect the credit 0 railroads have been accomplished by individual en- 

the Sates? It proposes no interference with their || terprise. Such had been the influence of popular 
opinion, within the limits of his own State, that 


operations; it recommends no measure which can, 
he was not aware that any movement had ever 


by any possibility, embarrass the States in the pro- 
. secution of their works of internal improvement. || heen made to accomplish any local object upon her 
credit. And should any such movement have 


“That the assumption by the General Government of the 
debts of the States, contracted for local purposes, whether it 
shall be a direct assumption, which would make the General 
Government responsible for said debts, or indirect, by a distri- 
bution of public money among the States, to enable them to 
pay their debts; or a pledgeol public lands for the said pur pose 
or otherwise, would be impolitic and dangerous, unjust and 
unequal, among the members of the Union, and wholly unau- 
thonzed by the letter or spirit of the Constitution,” 
was in like manner before the Senate; and upon 
debate, upon full discussion, after the defeat of a 
motion to Jay the whole subject upon the table, all 
these resolutions were referred to a select commit- 
tee, of which the gentleman upon his right [Mr. 
Gronpy] was the chairman. But it is said that 
the honorable Senator moved the reference himself 
That is trae, but does that circumstance tend to 
abridge the powers of the committee? Does that 
fact tend to lessen their jurisdiction? The Senator 
did move the reference, and it is equally as true 
that the presiding officer of the Senate did, as he 
was in daty bound to do, appoint upon that com- 
mittee a majority friendly to the very object con- 
templated by the resolutions of the Senator from 
Missouri. ‘This was parliamentary, it was but an 
act of common justice; and it must have been 
known, therefore, to those who now make war 
upon this report, that the committee would act upon 
the subject referred to them, and would return to ibe 
Senate their argament and their resolutions as the- 
the cenclusion of their argument for the action of 
the Senate. Will gentlemen read the resolutions 
referred to the committee? If they will, can they 
then come forward and express a doubt as to the 

ower conferred, or as to the duty of the committee? 
Will they, then, assert that the committee have 
transcended their powers—gone away from the 
strict line of their duty? What is the sum and the 
substance of the resolutions of the Senator from 
Missouri, and cf the substitute proposed by the 
Senator from Georgia? It is this, and it is nothing 
more and nothing iss; Would it be just, would 
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The bankers of Europe have made advances to 
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been made, mest resolutely and most triumphantly 
would her Legistatare have resisted every attempt 
to pledge the faith of the State for the accomplish- 
ment of any local object. She has even refused to 
give auth rity to her town corporations to borrow 
money upon the credit of the town, for any pur- 
pose not expressly warranted by existing statutes. 
Such was the pre ent condition, and such, he 
was happy to say, had been the policy of his owa 
State; and New Hampshire may well congratulate 
herself upon her entire freedom from debi; and as 
one of the Senators from that Siate, he re- 
joiced that this subject was now engaging the 
attention of the Senate. 


her of the twenty-eight millions deposited with the 


several States, under the act of 1836 That deposite | 
she will honestly retarn to the public Treasury, if | 


`a return should be required. He could not well 
conceive what more equal benefit the States could 
desire from the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, than te have those proceeds constitute a part 
of the public revenues to be appropriated for the just 
sapportofthe Government. The States are interested 
in the pablic revenues of the country, according to 
their representation. 


amouat, as her representation bears to the whole 
representation of the country. And if there were 


now to be a distribution among the several States | 


of any particular sam, as the proceeds of the sales 
ofthe public lands for any one year, the State 
he represented would get, as her share, sach a 
part of the whole sum to be distributed, as her re- 
presentation bears to the whole representation of 
the Union. The proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands are but a portion of the public revenues; and 
there would be no more justice in setting apart that 
part of the public revenues for distribution, than 
there would be in setting apart that portion which 
arises from imposts. It cannot be questioned that, 
at a time like this, the Government stands in need 
of all its resources. 

The revenue arising from imposts, as well as 
from the avails of the public domain, is now re- 
quired for public use, aad as a measure of expedien- 
cy, then, there would be no more propriety in yield- 
ing one branch of the public revenue than the other, 
and no justive or constitu‘ionality in yieldiag 
either. The public domain is the property of the 
whole Union—purchased with the means of the 
whole Union—and all he desired in behalf of h's 
State was, that the proceeds of the sales should te 
appropriated, in common with the other means of 
the Union, for the just and economical support of 
the Governmen'; and should the t:me ever come 
when more revenue shall be collected than shail 
be required for such an odject, he would at once 
reduce that revenues, by saving the people from in- 
direct taxation. These were his views ; they were 
the sentimeats of his State, as wili distinctly ap- 
pear from the resolution of her Legislature, which 
bad been by his colleague presented to the Senate 
at this very session: 

“That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and the Re- 
presentatives from this Siate be requested, to oppose every 
attempt which shal! be made to divide the proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands among the several States, or to make any 
other di ition thereof, except for the constitutional purpose 
of providing for the commun welfare and general defence ofthe 
United States.” 

The injustice and unconstitationality of any dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands had been diseussed by the committee, and 
they had offered to the Senate, for its action, a dis- 
tinct resolution upon that subject. And again, he 
said, he could not but regard this as a fit time, and 
an appropriate time, for the cossideration of these 
momentous questions. And, from what had 
come to his knowledge, if tne Legislature of 
his own State could have been assembled, after the 
promulgation of the resolutions which passed the 
Assembly of Vermont at its last fall se:sion, and 
which have recently teen presented to the Senate; 
could his own Legislature have assembled af-er 
the circalar of the English bankers had been given 
to the public; they would have expressed their opi- 
nion, in the strongest pos:ible terms, against the as- 
sumption of the State debts by the General Govern- 


8 


New Hampshire asks no | 
distribution of the avails of the public lands. She | 
now holds in safe deposite {the proportion awarded | 


And if direct taxes are tə be - 
imposed for any public object, New Hampshire | 
would have to bear her proportion to the whole | 


ment, in any form or under any circumstances, 
either by pledging the credit of the Government di- 


- rect, or by dividing the public domain, or by set- 


ting apart the proveeds of the sales of the public 
lands, or any descr-ption of the national funds, for 
any such purpose. 

He could not mistake the sentiment of his own 
people upon this subject—a sentiment founded 
upoa the principles of 1mmutable justice. 

Delegates direct from the people of his State 
have recently held their customary primary meet- 
ings preparatory lo the annual election; and they 
had passed reso.ution upon reso'ution as expressive 
of their feelings and of their opinions. In his own 
county, the following resolution was introduced, 
and with entire unanimity adopted: 


“That we disapprove of the assumption of the State debts by 
the National Government, either openly by a purchase of their 
bonds, or by becoming surety for the same, or disguisedly by 
setting apart the public domain, or any of the other resources 
of the National Government for that purpose, as a measure 
wholly unauthorized by the letter and spirit of the Constitu- 
tion, aad deadiy hostile to the Union itself.” 


And in other parts of his State, resolutions, cor- | 


responding in feeling and in sentiment with the one 
just read, have been also adopted. 

The people, then, of his S:ate, he unhesitatingly 
believed, were most sensibly alive to the impor- 


tance of this subject. They had moved forward, | 


and unsolicited, unasked, had voluntarily expressed 


their convictions; and, uninfluenced by any consi- | 


deration, save the vast importance of the measure 
itself, had spoken in a manner which he could not 
misunderstand. And was there nothing in the 
signs of the times ca!culated to excite the suspi- 
cion, or to alarm the fears, of a people jealous of 
their rights? He firmly believed that the opinion 
had gone forth, was now honestly entertained by 


would, at some future time, assume the debts of 
the several States; that the importance of the great 
works of State policy now in progress, called for 
the assnmption. Can it be doubted that this very 
sentiment has already been suggested on the other 
side of the Atlantic? And from what had already 
come to the knowledge of the Senate, he, for one, 


fully telieved that this purpose had been suggested - 


by one of the great bankers of England, to produce 


its effect here within the States, and made, too, in | 


the belief that aresponse would be given. The 
language of the Messrs. Barings, Brothers, and 
company, is of no doubtful character. They say: 


“But ifthe whole scheme of internal improvements in the 
Union is to be carried into effect on the vast scale, and with the 
rapidity lately projected, and by the means of foreign capital, a 
more comprehensive guarantee than that of individual States 
will be required to raise so large an amount in so short a time. 
A national pledge would undoubtedly collect capital together 
from all parts of Kurope;-but the forced sales of loans made 
separately by all the individual States in reckless competition, 
through a number of channels, render the terms more and more 
onerous for all, lower the reputation of American credit, and 
(as reliance is almost exclusively placed on the London mar- 
ket) produce temporary mischief here, by absorbing the floating 
capital, diverting money from regular business, deranging 
banking operations, and producing an unnatural balance of 
trade against this country. It would seem, therefore, as if most 
of the States must either pause in the execution of their works 
of improvement, or some general system of combination must 
be adopted.” aw a 

In this short paragraph, it is very distinctly set 
forth that a national pledge—that is, the faith of 
the General Government—is required to collect 
together capital sufficient to carry into effect the 
whole scheme of internal improvement in the 
Union. Here isa distinct avowai by one of the 
great bankers of England, that the pledge of the 
General Government is necessary. That letter, it 
will be recollected, found i's way into the public 
journals of the country just before the meeting of 
Congress. Was it not designed to call the atten- 
tion of the American public to this subject?) For 
what other earthly purpose could this circular have 
been written and published, at the time it was 
written and published? And it little accorded 
with his notions ef right and with his sense cf mo- 
rality, to play dark upon this matter—to make any 
concealments; but plainly, directly, and unquali- 
fiedly, to declare to the bankers of Europe, and to 
the States themselves, the gross injustice and un 
constitutionality of such an assumption—to put 
the public m‘nd at rest upon this matter. He, 
therefore, could not bat regard the present time as 
the most appropriate and accepted time for the 


full discussion and consideration of this subject, 


and he rejoiced that it was now before the Senate, 
and that the opinion of this branch of Congress, at 
least, would be expressed. 

He fully coincided in the sentiments of the re- 
port upon the table. It was but a temperate, can- 
did, and free discussion of the questions submitted. 
These was no language used calculated to disti rb 
the feelings of the debtor States. What he most 
anxiously desired was, that this subject might soon 
be disposed of. It is a fact well known, that State 
bonds are now in Europe; and, in his judgment, it 
was ardently wished, if not confidently believed, 
by the great money lenders, that this Government 
would endorse the paper of the States—would 
pledge its faith for the ultimate payment of State 
bonds. Does any man in this Senate doubt this? 


_Is it not perfectly plain to the understanding of 


al? else why the circular of the Barings? 
else why this official declaration that a na- 
tional pledge would be necessary in order 
to collect sufficient capital to perfect the great pro- 
jects of internal improvement now in progress. 
What, then, is to be done? What should be done? 
What does duty demand? Keep silence, with 
this circular upon our tables? Lead the bankers to 
suppose, as they would by such a course, that this 
Government might come, ultimately, to the aid of 
the States, as it had, on a memorable occasion, to the 
aid of the District of Columbia? No, sir, this was not 
the course which, in his judgment, a sense of justice 
snegested. He would be frank, open, undis- 
guised. He would declare to the world the senti- 
ments of the Senate upon this matter. Let this be 
done, and done speedily. The British Queen has 
not yet arrived. Should the action of the Senate 


| be delayed until after her arrival and departure; 


i ' si t nse of this 
some, and openly avowed, that this Government |: should there be no.expression: Of (ie Te i 


body upon this subject; should the sentiment be en- 
tertained in England that the United States might 
ultimately assume the State liabilities; it would lead 
to great speculations in State securities, with no be- 
nefit to the States, but with advantages only to the 
speculators themselves. 

The credit of the States rested upon its own 
solid basis—their resources, and their honor. With 
such pledges the States could not fail to obtain all 
pecuniary accommodations, upon fair terms, ne- 
cessary to aid them in the prosecution and perfec- 
tion of their local objects. He would not interfere 
with State policy. He wou'd do nothing to im- 
pair State credit. He wouid not hesitate, on all 
occasions, and at all times, to declare the entre 
ability and integrity of the States. He would d> 
allthis, And let itnot be suppposed by any one, 
that the report now upon thé table infringes either 
one of these positions. . But he most earnest'y ap. 
pealed to the justice of the Senate to let the report 
be printed. He would not ask for an extra number 
until its true character shall be known; but let the 
usual number be printed for the use of the Senate. 
And he would only say, in conclusion, that it 
would be found to be a most forcible, if not con- 
vincing argument, showing the injustice, the inex- 
pediency, and unconstitutionality of this Go' 
ment, in any way or in any manner, di 
directly, assuming the debts $f the States, 


REMARKS OF M 
Mr. WRIGHT said he fongd hims: 


explanation of an explanation 
proceeding to blame the co 
them with error, in their sta nt of the amount 
of the debtof the State of New York. Feeling 
that, iferror or blame were chargeable any where, 
for that statement, the charge should be against 
him, and not the committee, he asked leave of the 
Senator to explain, which was ceurteously granted. 
He had intended, in that explanation, to state the 
truth. Hehad said that he was called on by the 
honorable chairman of the committee, before the 
report was first made, toexamine it upon this point; 
that he had told the chairman he thoucht Er 
statement of eighteen millions, as the gra RTA 

the debt of New York, excessive, but that he mes 
lieved he had the means of accarate ascertainment; 
that he referred to the annual report of the Comp- 
troller, the fiscal officer of the State, made to the 


tee, and charge 


114 
26ri Cone.--- Ist SESS. 


Legislature during its present session, took the 
amount of the debt, as he understool it to be, 
from that document, and, according to his recollec- 
tion, himself erased the sum stated in the report of 
eighteen millions, and interlined, in hisowa hand 
writing, the words “about fifteen and an half mil- 
liohs;” and that this was done before the report was 
first made to the Senate. 

This explanation he had made to exempt the 
committee from the charge of having stated that 
debt at eighteen millions, when their report was 
read in the Senate, and of having altered the sum 
afier the recommitment on yesterday, as well as to 
exempt them from the charge of error at all, in 
the statement as it now appeared. In the altera- 
tion of the sum stated in the report, as well as in his 
explanation of it, he had intended to give the truth; 
and yet the subsequent remarks of the Senator had 
been made to show that he was in error. 

{Here Mr. Sournarn rose, and inquired if Mr. 
Wricnr supposed he intended to charge him with 
intentional error. } 

Mr. W. said, certainly not: certainly not. He 
beged the Senator to be assured that he had made, 
and intended to make, no ill natured remarks. His 
object was, what he had declared it to be, in re- 
ference to his alteration of the report and his 
former explanation of that act, to arrive at the 
trath, and to give that to the Senate and the coun- 
try upon this point at least. 

Could he have obtained the floor when he first 
“made the attempt, and so as immediately to have 
succeeded the honorable Senator, he should have 
confined himself to a more full explanation in re- 
lation to what he su to be the trae amount 
of the debt of the State of New York, and the au- 
thority upon which he had assumed it to be what 
he had stated. He might now extend his remarks 
to a few other topics, bat a severe cold made it 
laborious for him to speak; and, as well as the late 
hour of the day, would prevent him from being 
very tedious. And he would first complete his ex- 
planation in relation to the debt of the State he had 
the honor in part to.represent here. 

The honorable Senator (Mr. Sovursarn] had 
produced and read from a document: emanating 
from the State, to show that-the amount of the debt 
was much less than the sum stated in the report of 
the committee, and, by necessary consequence, 
that he (Mr. W.) had misled the committee upon 
that point. He did not complain that the geutle- 
man had produced the document, or of the use he 
had made of it. It was a document proper to re- 
fer to for the purpose for which the Senator had 
made the reference. It was the message of the 
Governor of his State; a document which ought to 
carry authority with it, and especially to his hono- 
rable colleague and himself. It was the document 
to which he first referred, after the inquiry in re- 
ference to the amount of their State debt was made 
of him by the honorable chairman of the commit- 


appended to 
condition of the State, he found two tables, marked 
H and I. 
the entire document from which they had been ta- 


ken, wes laying upon the desk before him. The | 


first mentioned table, H, had this caption: 
‘Statement showing the amount of canal and 

general fund stocks outstanding on the IstJanuary, 

1840, the rate of interest, and when redeemable.” 


State Debts—Mr. Wright. 


Then followed the various amounts of stock, ar- 
ranged under various heads of expenditure, and 
there was carried out in the last column a general 
aggregate, the footing of which was $13,697,931 03. 
The table I, printed upon the same sheet, had the 
following capt on: 
“Statement of stocks issued to incorporated com- 
panies on the faith of the State, and the amount au- 
thorized to be issued.” 
The table contains the names of the companies 
which have received portions of these stocks, a re- 
ference to the acts cf the Legislature authorizing 
the emission, the amount of stock already issued to 
each company, and the further amount authorized, 
but not issued, with the aggregate of both. The 
table is, therefore, clear and intelligible, not con- 
founding stock authorized to be issued with that 
actually issued, and constituting an existing debt, 
and from it the amount actually issued is shown 
to be $1,847,700, while that authorized and not 
yet issued is $2,762,300 more. 
To answer the committee, then, Mr. W. said he 
took the first two sums above named as the exist- 
ing debt of the State, and, adding them together, 
he found their amount to be $15,545,631 03, and 
| from data of that authority, he had inserted in the 
report of the committee the words “about fifteen 
and a half millions” as the amount of the actual 
-and existing debt of his State, instead of the eigh- 
teen millions previously written by the committee. 
Had he given the committee the true snm? Or had 
heled them into error? Had he done injustice to 
the State he ought truly to represent, and brought 
merited censure upon a committee of this body, by 
the same act, or had he told the truth without re- 
gard to consequences? 

These were the inquiries which suggested them- 
selves to his mind, and the inquiries he wished, so 
far as it was in his power, to enable the Senate to 
answer. The honorable Senator had shown to us 
the message of the Governor of the State, giving 
the amount of its debt, as stated by the Senator, at 
a sum not far different from $9,000,000. He 
(Mr. W.) had given the amount of that debt to 
the committee, and now gave it to the Senate, at 
$15,500,000, or about that sum, and had rested 
himself upon the official report of the fiscal officer 
of the State, and the political, and, he supposed, 
personal friend of the Governor. The difference 
of amount was most material, considering the 
sums given by either party. A mistake, or error, 
of six millions, in fifteen millions, is no inconsi- 
derable variance from the truth, whoever may 
have made it. 

‘Of the authority which ought to be ascribed to 
the respective documents which had been adduced, 
it did not become him to speak further than he had 
done. For their accuracy he certainly could not 
endorse, further than to give the official responsi- 
bility of the authors. Still he would venture to 
believe that no one, here or elsewhere, would be 
found attempting to impeach the accuracy of the 
tables appended to the report of the Comptroller, 
to which he had referred. Did their statements 
and results necessarily conflict with, and contra- 
diet, the statement of the Governor, as to the 
amount of the S:ate debi? To the casual reader 
the difference was, unquestionably, wide and im- 
portant. Here he thought that might not be found 
to be true; and indeed he was not prepared to say 
that, here, the errors and discrepancies might not 
beicharged to him, instead of the author of either 
document. 

Had he not listened to the debates in this body, 
on yesterday and this day, he cguld. not have be- 
lieved that, with all the facts before us, we coupl 
have differed about the amount of the debt of a 


that this difference of opinion did exist among the 
members of the Senate, and that the point in con- 
troversy had a direct bearing upon the question, 
what was, in fact and in truth, the debt of his own 
State? 

He referred to the position taken yesterday by 
several Senators, that the stocks, or other liabili- 
lies, of the several States—call them by what 
_name you:please—incurred.for the benefit of inco- 
porated companies and associations, or individuals, 
are not, properly speaking, debts of the States; and 


given State. Yet those debates had shown him l 
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that, in speaking of the indebtedness of the several 
States, these liabilities should not be considered. 
He wculd not now consider this doctrine any 
further than it had particular application to the 
debt of his own State; though he hoped, before this 
debate should close, to have an opp: rtunity to give 
his views upon it at length, and to expose what 
seemed to him to be its dangerous character and 
tendency, as it respects the ciedit of the States, the 
fiscal affairs of the States, and the people of the 
States. Por 

Wha’, then, was its application to the point in 
dispute—the amount of the debt of the State of New 
York? He had given to the committee the sum of 
fifteen and a half millions as about the amount of 
the true debt of his State, and ke had now shown 
that the fiscal officer of the State had given it, cn 
the firstday of the present month at $15,545,631 03. 
In this amount, however, was included $1,847,709 
of debt incurred for canal, navigation, and railroad 
comp-nies; and should this sum have been so in- 
Was it, in truth, a part of the State debi? 
The Governor of the State had not so considered 
it, and had excluded it from his statement, which 
accounted for so much of ihe difference between 
himself and his comptroller. He, Mr. W. con- 
sidered it a part of the debt of the Stats, and there- 
fore included it in the sum given to the committee 
as the aggregate of that debt. Who was in errer? 
What are the facts? The public stocks of the State 
have been issued for these amouuts in the same 
manner as for any other debts ef the State; these 
socks have been sold in the market az the stocks 
of the State, not as the stocks of the companies, or 
associations, to which they were issued; they are, 
at this moment, in the markets of the world as the 
stocks of the State, without reference at all to the 
companies, or associations; they bear the same 
price in those markets as any other stocks of the 
State, having the same time to run, and drawing 
the same interest; and the holders and purchasers 
rely as confidently, and as exclusively, upon the 
State, for the payment of both interest and principal 
upon them, as do the holders and purchasers of any 
other of the stocks of the same State. Indeed, 
Mr. W. said he could not say whether there was 
any thing in the form, or upon the face, of these 
certificates of stock, which would distinguish them 
to a stranger from the certificates of stock issued 
for the exclusive benefit of the State itself. 

Jt was true that the companies and associations 
had made certain pledges to the State for the pay- 
ment of the interest upon these stocks, and the final 
redemption of the principal; and the theory of the 
transactions unquestionably was that these pledges 
were sufficientto indemnify the State against i's 
liability. It was trae, too, be believed, with a sin- 
gle exception, and that triðing in amount, that the 
companies and associations had, as yet, met the 
payments of interest. There was one case, how- 
ever, where the payments, even of interest, had 
ceased almost with the issuing of the stock, and 
the State had been compelled to make those pay- 
ments since, without any other hope than to be 
forced to redeem the principal without any indem- 
nity. He hoped this was not a sample case fer 
these liabilities, but a solitary exxeption. Yet was 
he, was the honorable committee, whose report was 
under discussion, at liberty to disregard these 
stocks, when giving to the Union and the world the 
amount of the debtof the State of New York? 
Were they permitted to proclaim to the holders of 
these stocks, and to future purcbasers, that the 
State does not. owe them; that they censtiute no 
part of its deb? Aad were they to do this, to sas- 
tain the credit of the State in the markets of the 
world? He could not draw such conclusions from 
such premises. 

There were other grounds upon which tke Go- 
vernor and Comptroller of his State differred, in 
their respective statements of the amount of its 
public debt. The Comptroller has given the exact 
amount of the solemn obligations of the State, out- 
standing and unpaid. ‘Fhe Governor has given 
the amount which the State wou!d owe, in case all 
these pledges of the canal, navigation, and railroad 
companies, were actually redeemed, and certain 
money of the State, said to be on hand, were actu- 
ally applied to the payment of its debts. 
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The state of factsin relation to one portion of 


the money apoken of in the message of the Gover- 
nor, is this. The Erie and Champlain Canal fund, 
protected and pledged in the Cunstitutioa of the 
State for the payment of the debt contracted for 
the construction of those canals, has afforded reve- 
nue more than sofficient to meet the respective 
portions of the debts, as they become paya- 
ble. The inconvenience and risk of accumula- 
tions of money constitutionally pledged to a 
particular application, have induced the. Sta‘e 
officers, having charge of this money, for se- 
veral years past, to offer strong pecuniary jin- 
ducement to the holders of these stocks to bring 
them in for payment before their maturity. 
efforts for the final extinguishment of that debt, 
have failed as to a large amount of the stocks, they 
being principally five and six per cent. stocks he'd 


in Europe, and not redeemable until the year 1845. | 


The amount thus vutstanding is given in the re- 
port of the Comptroller referred to, at $2,167,558 
94. For the payment of this portiion of its debt, 
the State had done what he hoped it would always 
be able and disposed te do—had accumulated and 
was keeping the money to meet the debt when it 
should become die, or when it should be presented 
for payment. Yet were these stocks, in the hands 
of bona fide holders, Jess a debt of the State, be- 
cause the money to pay them was provided? And 
could the debt of the State be traly given by this 
committee of the Senate, without including this 
portion of i} If the Federal Government were, 
upon this day, to assume the debts of the various 
States of this Union, should we be at liberty to say 
to the State of New York, we will not pay this 
part of your debt, because you had money enough 
in your treasury to pay it when we agreed to pay 
your debts? These stocks are in the markets of 
the world: and can the State, in justice to itself, to 
its credit, or to the holders of this portion of its 
responsible paper, say it is no longer our debt, be- 
cause we have once prepared the money to meet 
it before it was legally payab’e, and before you 
could legally demand it? He had not been able to 
satisfy himself of the trath of any of these posi- 
tions, and therefore he had included this amount as 
a part of the debt of the State in the sum furnished 
by him to the committee. 

A single other ground of difference between the 
amouat of-the State debt as:given by the Governor 


and the Comptroller would be noticed, though he- 


did not hoid himself particularly responsible to re- 
concile their statements. His Excellency states 
thal nearly a million of dollars of the money bor- 
rowed to be expended upon two of the works 
named has not been expended, but is yet on 
hand, and this money he deducts from the 
debt .of the State. The stocks, by which this 
money has been obtained, have been issued, 
and are now in the hands of bona fide pur- 
chasers, or are offered in the public markets as safe 
transferable securities for money. And are they. 
no. part of the debt of ihe State? Could the amount 
of thatdebt be truly given, excluding these stocks? To 
him it seemed not, and therefore this amount also 
was included in the sum given tothe committee as 
the trae amount of the State debt. Would the honora- 
ble Senator (Mr. Sournarp] differ from him in 
his conclusions upon these points? He would give 
him a familiar case to illustrate his views. Had 
he. borrowed, or should he borrow, of the gentle- 
man, one hundred dollars,!and execute to him bis 
promissory note for the amount, payable at a fu- 
wre day,. with in‘erest,, would that note cease to be 
a.debt in favor of the Senator, and against himself, 
because be should keep the same or some other 
hundred dollars of money in his pocket? He was 
very well aware that the hundred dollars in hand, if 
hə chose so to apply it, would prove his ability to 
pay the debt, but it would be none the less a debt 
against him, until the application was made, pay- 
ment perfected, and the evidence of indebtedness 
destroyed or cancelled. He was as well aware 
that it had been ingeniously. attempted upon the 
other side to show that the mention of these S:ate 
debts by the committee, and by the friends of the 
report In argument, was an insinuation of the ina- 
bility or want of intention on the part of the States 
to pay, aad in that. way to introduce the doc:rine 


These | 
i; that the State does notin fact acknowledge as a 


` debt, those transferable stocks which have been 
; issued jn pursuance of its laws, and sold in the 


| 
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for which they seemed to contend, that the disposi- 
tion to pay the debts, and the ability to pay them, 
was equivalent to actual payment, and shou'd ab- 
rogate the debts themselves in the statements of the 
report. Who had attempted to impugn the faith, 
or question the means of any one of the States to 
meet the debts it had con:racted? No such idea 
„or suggestion had met his ear as he listened to the 
“reading of the report, and he challenged gentlemen 
to point out any such sentiment upon its face. 
Who had pretended to question, here, the willing- 
ness or ability of the S ate of New York to pay its 
debt, whether it should be called nine or fifteen 
millions? Certainly no one had, unless that infe- 
rence was to be drawn from the attempt to show 


market upon the strength of its faith and credit. 

{Mr. Cray of Alabama here inquired if Mr. 
Warienrt would not give way to a motion that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of Executive 
business.]} 

Mr. W. said he was spending more time in this 
explanation than he had intended, and he wouid 
leave ii. He desired, however, to make a very few 
remarks further this evening; was sorry to find he 
was exhausting the patience of the Senate; and 
would hasten to a conclusion. 

What was the subject presented to the Senate for 
its action by the report of the committee under con- 
sideration? Was it the amount of the State debts, 
or their security in the hands of the holders of the 
stocks and bonds? Was it the soundness . of the 


| pcsitions or the clearness and correctness of the 


reasoning of the report itself? It was none of 
these things. The resolutions presented by the 
committee were the only sabjects upon which the 
Senate was requested to act,or could act. The re- 
port was nothing more than the argument of the 
committee to sustain their conclusions, which were 
given in the resolutions. What were they? Sim- 
ple, concise, and intelligible declarations that it 
would be unjust, inexpedient, and unconstitutional 
for Congress to pass a Jaw assuming the debts of 
the States, and chargirg their payment upon this 
Government. The amountand the existence of the 
debts of the States are mentioned in the report for 
no other purpose than that of argument and illus- 
tration to establish the conclusions ta which the 
committee have come. Still she report, and not the 
resolations, had been made the subject of. the de- 
bate for two days. References to it as the argu- 
ment of the committee to support their conclusions 
were manifestly proper, and refutations of their 
positions and reasoning was a fair mode of com- 
bating the conclusions based upon it. Had the 
debate hitherto seemed to have had that object? 
Did there appear to be any difference of opinion 
among the members of the Senate in relation to an 
assumptien by this Government of the debts of the 
States? f i 

_ The committee, it was true, had been called upon 
to say by what anthority they acted at all in this 
matter? How it was that they bad assumed to 
present to the Senate a long argumentative re- 
port aad various resolutions, against a proposition 
which no man had made or contemplated? They 
had answered that they acted by special order of 
the Senate; that they were constituted a select 
committee of the body solely to consider and 
report upon this subject; that it had been 
referred to them in the form of resolutions submit- 
ted by a Senator not a member of the committee; 
that they were in no way responsible for briaging 
the matter before the Senate, and had acted upon 
it under the express order of the Senate, according 
to their best judgments, and in the conscientious 
discharge of what they believed to be their public 
duty. These answers of the committee had not ap- 
peared to, be satisfactory, and the complaints 
against them for having acted at all upon the sab- 
ject were continued, while all seemed to express 
astonishment at the very idea of an assumption of 
the State debts by this Government. This. he un- 
derstood to be the spirit and tendency of the re- 
marks of the honorable Senators from Kentucky 
(Mr. Crirrenpen] and Massachusetts, [Mr. WEB- 
STER,] yesterday, of the honorable Senator from 


a | 1 5 
Senate. 


South Carolina, [Mr. Preston,] on both days, and 
of the honorable Senator from New Jersey, (Mr. 
Soursarp ] to-day. 

(Mr. Wesster here rose to explain. He said 
he did not express astonishment at the idea of the 
assumption, but at thc manner in which the subject 
had b'en brought before the Senate, without the 
application of a sing'e State in the Union, or even 
of any individual citizen.] 

Mr. W. said he asked the pardon of the Senator. 
He certainly did not. intend to misrepresent him. 
He had listened attentively to his remarks, ad- 
dressed to the Senate on yesterday, and had infer- 
red from them that he was distinctly opposed to the 
assumption, and as‘onished that the matter should 
be treated as one in the serious contemplation of 
any body. Ifhe and his friends were in favor of 
ihe assumption, he had wholly misapprehended 
them, and was glad to be corrected, as he would 
not designedly misrepresent their opinions upon 
this, or any subject. 

(Mr. Wesster rose again in explanation.. He 
said he had not declared himself in favor of the as- 
sumption; and he called upon the Senator to refer 
to any thing he had said which constituted such a 
declaration ] 

Mr. W. said he was again at fault, but cer- 
tainly unintentionally, He had quoted the honora- 
ble gentleman as against the assumption, and was 
corrected. He had now spoken of him as for it, 
and was again cerrected. It was evident, there- 
fore, that he did not understand his position, and 
he would leave itsexplanation to himself. He had 
been felicitating himself that there was no. division 
of sentiment in the body in relation to the resolu+ 
tions tendered by the committee; but in that, too, 
he was probably mistaken. 

He was very properly reminded by a Senator 
near him, that the question now depending was 
simply upon printing the report and resolutions. 
Upon that question he had not one word to say. 
He had followed the course of the debate hitherto, 
and if he had wandered from the proper point for ` 
remark, that had led him away. 

He mast follow it one step further, which should 
close what he had to say at present. This report 
had meta resistance, upon its yery entrance into 
this chamber, which had been offered to very few 
papers of any character since he had. had the. bonor 
of a seat here. The principal matter of the charge, 
too, had surprised him quite as much as the time 
and manner of it. What was the great and grave 
objection which had been rolled. with so much 
force and energy from this to the other side of the 
hall? It was that ihe report was an attack upon ' 
the sovereign States of this Union; a violent in- 
fringemeat of Siate rights; a servile war upon them. 
A proper regard for the rights of the States, as 
members of the Confederacy, was said to be one of 
the professed doctrines of the party to which he be- 
longed, and yet a flagrant violation of every prin- 
ciple of it was supposed to be proclaimed in this 
report. For himseif; he could say, as did the ho- 
norable Senator who sits before bim, (Mr. Cmt- 
TENDEN,] he had never made much pretension upon 
this point, bat he believe 1 he regarded the principle 
and the duty of preserving the State sovereignties 
in our system, as deeply as most public men. Yet he 
was bound to say the danger to them from the 

per presented by this committee, and now upon 
the table of the Secretary, was not so perceptible to 
him as it seemed to be to those who had not even 
professed to belong to the State Rights school. 

. What was the violation of right-complained of, 
and whence the danger apprehended? Giving the 
amouat of the debt of a State was the violation of 
its sover ign righ!, and talking about that debt was 
to be the destruction of its public credi? Talking 
about it how? Suggesting the inability of the State 
to pay? No: forno such suggestion is contained n 
the report, or has been made in debate. Im- 
peachitig its faith and intention to pay? No: for 
no such impeaehment is put forth, or even Insi- 
nuated, in‘ or out of the report. Talking, then, of 
the debts as existing, of their amounts, of bd re- 
venue arising to the States from the objects o ey 
penditure for which the debts have been E , 
and of the impolicy of separating the one irom he 
the other, and of leaving the’ revenues to the 
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he debts, interest, and priacipal, are 
thrown upon this Government for payment. This 
is the manner in which the report speaks of the 
State debts, and here, if any where, must be found 
the support for the grave charges which are made 
agaiost it. 
"Mr. W. said he would take his own State for an 
example. The report assumed to state the amount 
oris debt. It was apprehended that the sta'ement 
was exces:ive, and yet the report declares that the 
revenues annually accruing from the objects of ex- 
penditure are more than sufficient to meet the inte- 
rest upon the amount of debt given. Is the state- 
ment of these facts, in a report to the Senate by 
one of its committees, an infrirgement of the sove- 
reign rights of that State? Are the facts stated cal- 
culated to destroy its credit at home and abroad, 
and thus to bring uomerited injury upon i? In 
short, Mr. President, said Mr W. is the credit of 
any one of the free and proud States of this Union 
s) frail and feeble, and sustained upon so unreal a 
‘basis, that the simple truth, told ia relation to its 
pecuniary liabilities, will destroy i? Will any man 
in these seats claim the fact to be so as to the State 
he represents here? Will any one assert or be- 
lieve it as to the State from which I come, and of 
the financial affairs of which I sappore I am per- 
mitted, at all times, here and elsewhere, respectful- 
Jy and truly to speak? Sir, she bas hitherto paid 
her debt faster than it has fallen due, and so long 
as wisdom shall guide her counci's she will con- 
tinue to do so. She has the means to preserve her 
faith and her credit, without depending upon the 
ignorance of the world as to her liabilities; and if 
the time shall come when she shall be willing to 
pledge the former, or to send forth the latier for a 
market, relying upon such a dependeace, that will 
be the time when the truth should be known, re- 
gardless of the consequences to her. 

Take her debt, sir, and who believes it unjust to 
her to urge the inexpediency of separating it from 
her rich revenues, and throwing it upon this Go- 
vernment for payment? To her it is light, be- 
cause, in the course of its contraction, she has laid 
the foundation for permanent revenues, more than 
sufficient to meet the accraing interest. Trans‘er 
it here, without those revenues, and it becomes a 
dead weight. So with the debts of all the other 
States. They, too, must be separated from the 1e- 
venues, which have been made consequent upon 
them, if they are assumed by this Government; and 
in sucha general arrangement, the existing bur- 
dens of New York could not be lessened, while 
they might be fearfully increased. Her proportion 
of any debt of this Government would rest as d:- 
rectly and as heavily upon her people, as an equal 
amount of her own debt, while the interest would 
be met, and the principal redeemed, not by her re- 
venues, set apart for the purpose, but by the heavy 
operation of the taxing power bere. 

Think you, sir, she will call upon you, under ` 
such circumstances, and with such prospects, to as- 
sume her debi? I confidently hope and believe 
not. She has been to you once. I believe she was 
the first to ask your aid for objects of internal ex- 
penditure. You refased her rightly tben, and 
İ pray she may be the last to invite another re- 
fusal. 

Let the States manage their own affairs in their 
own way, in reference to their local expenditures, 
and the debts to be contracted for them. They will 
bave the revenues to be derived, and let them meet 
the payments to be made, not separate the one from 
the other, and tie the debts, with the weight of i 
millstone, about the neck of this Government. 


States, while t 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL | 
DEBATE IN THE SENAJE. 
Tuunrspay, January 16, 184). 
Mr. BENTON moved to strike oft 
19th and 20th sections of the bill the cla 
permitted the reception and disburseme of Fede- 
ral paper; and read the sections to sh how they 
now stood, and what would be the’effect of the 
proposed amendment, if made. The sections were 
in tuese words: 


- takes full effect. 


| for an object so inconsiderable, 


Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That from and after the | 


hirtieth day of June, which will be in the year one thousand 
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eight hundred and forty, the resolution of Congress of the thir- 
tieth day of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
aud sixteen, so far as it authorises the receipt in payment of 
duties, taxes, sales of public lands, debts, and sums of money, 
accruing or becoming payable to the United States, to be col- 
lected and paid in ihe noies of specie paying banks, shall be so 
modified as that one-fourth part of all such duties, taxes, sales 
of public lands, debts, and sums of money accruing or becom ng 
due to the United States, shall be collected in the legal curren- 
cy of the United States; and from and after the thirtieth day of 
June, which will be in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
ferty-one, one other fourth part of all such duties, taxes, sales 
of public lands, debts, and sums of money, shall be so collected; 
and that from and alter the thirtieth day of June, which will 
be in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, one 
other fourth part of all such duties, taxes, sales of public lands, 
debts, and sums of money, shall ve so collected; and that from 
and after the thirtieth day of June, which will be in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, the remaining 
fourth part of the eaid duties, taxes, sales of public lands, debts, 
and sums of money, shall be aleo_collected in the legal currency 
of the United States; and from and after the last mentioned day, 
all sums accruing, or becoming payable to the United States, 
for duties, taxes, sales of public lands, or other debts, and also 
all sums due for postages or otherwise, to the General Post 
Office Department, shall be paid in gold and silver only, (or 
in such notes, bilis, or paper, issued under the authority of 
the United States, as may be directed to be received by law 
in payment of the public dues.) 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That, from and after 
the thirtieth day of June, which will be in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-three, every officer or agent en- 

aged in making disbursements on account of the United States, 
or of the General Post Office, shall make all payments in gold 
and silver coinonly, (or in such notes, bills, or paper, issued 
under the authority of the United States, as may be directed 
to be received by law;) and any receiving or disbursing officer, 
ot agent, who shall neglect, evade, ot Violate, the provisions of 


this and the last preceding section of this act, shall, by the Se- 


eretary of the Treasury, be immediately reported to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, with the facts of such neglect, eva- 
sion, or violation, and also to Congress, if in session, and, if not 
in session, at the commencement of its session next after the vi- 
olation takes place. 


Mr. B. said that these two sections constituted 
the specie feature of the bill; butas they now siood 
they were very far from being what the act of 1789 
was, and to which act he wished to carry back the 
fiscal action of the Federal Government. That 
act, made as it was by the framers of the Constitu- 
tion, and immediately after they had framed it, de- 
elared that the revenue should be col'ected “in gold 
and silver coin only;” and these two sections, after 
repeating the same enac:ment to take effect on the 
30th day of June, 1843, went onto add an excep- 
tion in favcr of Federal paper money, which ran 
in these words: “or in such notes, bills, or paper, is- 
sued under the authority of the United States as may 
be directed to be received by law.” The act of °89 
contained no such exception as this; and it was 
very clear that, leaving this clause in the 
two sections, and the whole currency of the 


Federal Government might become paper— 
is own paper—and not a shilling ef hard 
money be received or paid out by the 


Federal Government. 1 know very well that the 
Finance Committee, which reported this bill, does 
not mean to defend this clause. ‘The two sections 
which contain it, were copied from the bill as it 
passed at the extra session of 1837; and were part 
of the amendment then offered by a Senator not of 
the committee, and adopted by the Senate. Atthat 
time an issue of Treasury notes, receivable in pay- 
ment of public dues, was a part of the policy of 
the Government; and an excepticn in their favor 
seemed to be necessary. But that necessity no 
longer exists. The iast of the Treasury notes now 
out would be redeemable on and before the 30th 
day of June next; and trusting that no more ef these 
notes will ever be issued in time of peace, l am for 
closing the door upon them with the expiration of 
the present issue, and cutting them off from Federal 
payments and receipts as soon as the specie clause 
This will not be until June, 
1843; that is to say, until three years after they 
cease by the law of their creation to be receivable 
in payment of public dues. As the interest will 
cease upon them in June next, it is probable that 
none of these notes will be outstanding three years 
after that period. If they are, they can be paid in 
gold aud silver at the Treasury; and it would be 
too much, for a contingency so improbable, and 

) to mar a main fea- 
ture of the bill, by making any provision for their 
reception. But the clause, as it now stands, goes 
entirely beyond the receivability of present out- 
standing Treasury notes: it is not limited to the 
present issue of thesenotes, or evento Treasury notes 
themselves; but extends to the general ana perma- 
nent reception and disbursement of the “notes, bills, 
or paper” issued by the authority of the United States, 


and directed to be received by law in payment of 
public dues. This is opening the door, not merely 
to present Treasury notes, or even future ones, but 
to every species of Federal paper money whatso- 
ever; and consequently is, m my opinion, opening 
the door to an unconstitutional and most dangerous 
practice, totally at war with the idea of a hard 
money Government. f 

I am opposed to Federal paper money just as 
much as | am to bank notes, either local or na- 
tional. So far as mischief is concerned, | consider 
Federal paper money the most dangerous which 
our country could see; for I consider the mischiefs 
of paper money to bein proportion to the power 
and irresponsibility of the issuer. The greater that 
power, and the more irresponsible, so much wider 
will be the sphere of its paper circulation, and so 
much the more helpless its holders, in the event ef 
the catastrophes to which all paper money is sub- 
ject. ‘This was the case with the paper money of 
the Continental Congress. Their issues at first 
were moderate, and their bills were equal to go'd 
and silver; but, having no superior to check them, 
they went on with their issues, until they amounted 
to iwo hundrcd millions of doilars, and the whole 
fell dead upon the community. The men who did 
that were as honest, as patriotic, and as wise as 
their posterity can ever be. They were among the 
best and greatest which the history of the human 
race bas revealed to our view. They deserve the 
applause and the gratitude of the late-t genera- 
t ons; yet, in the irresponsible issue of paper mo- 
ney, and its dreadful effecis, they have left us an 
admonition never to adventure upon it, if we had 
the power. But we have not tne power. The il- 
justrious sages and patriots who, in their dire ne- 
cessily, and in the throes and convulsions of our 
national birth, had recourse to the expedient of pa- 
per money to save the life itself of the country, 
took care to interdict their posterity from the same 
aangerous resort. They gave them a Constitution 
for their guidance; and in that Constitutien they 
adopted gold and silver as the only lezal currency 
of the land, and utterly prohibited the legal tender 
of any thing else. This is what they did to save 
us from the misfortunes into which they fell; and 
regardless we must be, both of constitutional obli- 
gations, and of the warning voice of history, if we 
do not profit by their care to save us. 


The two sections which I have read are intended 
to restore the fiscal action of our Government to 
the standard of the Constitution; and, as far as 
bank paper is concerned, they do so; but this ex- 
ception in favor of the “notes, bills, and paper,” 
issned under the authority of the United States, is 
a sad and ruinous qualification of “the specie clause.” 
It repeals that clause in toto! “It subjects the Go- 
vernment to become, not a hard money Govern- 
ment, but a mere paper machine, doing all its busi- 
ne siu paper, and making our sub treasuries mere 
warehouses of paper. It recognises the habitual 
use of Treasury notes; that most easy and seduc- 
tive mode of going into debt, and that entering 
wedge to the paper system, and stepping stone to a 
depreciated currency! I detest these Treasury 
notes; in time of peace, I abhor, detest and escht w 
them. In time of war only are they fit to be 
thought of; and if the Federal Government can do 
its duty in relation to the currency, there will be 
no occasion for them even in time of war. Our 
hard money currency has risen, in eight years, 
from twenty millions to ninety millions; and may 
be increaced in a few years more to such an amount 
as to enable the expenses of the most extensive 
war to be defrayed exclusively in gold and silver 
coin. The Great Emperor raised the currency of 
France from all paper to all specie, in six years. In 
1799, when placed at the head of affairs as First 
Consul, he found the currency a mass of ruin— 
nothing but assignats and mandats depreciated a 
thousand per cent; yet in six years thereafter, when 
cailed to celebrate the immortal days of Austerlitz, 
Jena and Friedland, when the gigantic wars, the 
internal ameliorations, the national defences, and 
the almost fabulous magnificence of the imperial 
court, had carried the annual Government expenses 
to eight hundred million of franes—one hundred 
and sixty millions of dollars—the whole was paid 
jn gold and silver! and the same precious metals 
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con-tituted the exclusive common currency of the 
forty millions of souts which constituted the popu- 
lation of the empire. This is what one man did 
in six years; and can we not, in three or four years 
more, increase our specie from ninety millions to 


as much as will defray all the expenses of our Gos | 
vernment in any war in which it can be irvo_ved, . 


and farnith the ccmmon curtency of our popu.a- 
tion besides? Surely we can; and nothing but the 
errors of vicious Iegis'ation can prevent us from 
d.sing s9; and thus save a recourse, even in time of 
war, to the perilous resort of Treasury notes. 

Sir, these sentiments which I now express in re- 
lation to Treasuy notes, are not new conceptions 
with me. They are old principles, deep seated in 
my bosom, and ofien declared on this floor. Often 
have I declared them; and, not to fatigue the Se- 
nate with multiplied quotations, I will limit myself 
to the citation of some part of what I said three 
years ago, at the called session, and when the Go- 


vernment found itself reduced, in consequence ef 


the deposite of its money with the States, to the 
deplorable necessity of proposing an is:ue of these 
notes. I then said: 


“I will now say a few words on the policy ofissuing Treasury 
notes in time of peace, or even in time of war, until the ordinary 
resources of lozns and taxes had been tried and exhausted. Iam 
no friend to the issue of Treasury notes of any kind. As loans, 
they are a disguised mode of borrowing, and easy to slideintoa 
currency; as a currency, it is the most sedugtive, the most dan- 
gerous, aad the most liable to abuse, of ail the descriptions of 
paper money. ‘The stamy.ing of paper (by Government) is an 
operation so much easier than the laying of taxes, or of borrow- 
ing money, that a Government in the habit of paper emissions 
would rarely fail, in any emergency, to indulge itself in the em- 
ployment of that resource, to avoid, as much as possible, one 
less au-picious to present popularity.’ So said General Ha- 
milton; and in that, all the fathers of the Republican church— 
Jefferson, Madison, Macon, Randolph, and all the rest—con- 
curred with him. These sagacious staiesmen were shy of this 
facile and seductive resource, so liable to abuse, and so certain 
of being abused. They held it inadmissible to recur to it in 
time of peace, and that it could only be thought of in time of 
war; and that after exhausting the direct and responsible alterna- 
tives of loans and taxes. Bred in the school of these great men, 
Icame here at this session to oppose, at all risks, an issue of 


Treasury notes. I preferreda loan, for many an cogent rea- 
8008,” &c. 

This was my language in relation to Treasury 
notes three years ago; it is my language now. No 
earthly consideration could now induce me to vote 
for an issue cf these no’es, even a single issue, con- 
fined to a special occasion, and limited to a parti- 
calar amount. How thence mld I vote for-the-e 
fections, wih this clause in them, which goes to 
reccgnise as an habitual practice, the issue of 
“notes, bills, or paper” by the Federal Gove-nment, 
and to make this indefinite paper the ordinary me- 
dium of payment in the receip's and disburse- 
ments of the Federal Government. Limited to 
the reception of the Treasury notes, actually now 
out, and it might pass without s1enuous objection; 
but there isno necessity for such limit even, for 
the reasons I have before given. Limited to these, 
and the clause might stand without excitirg a 
strenuous object®n; but unlimited and indefin te as it 
now is, and goibg to recognise and invie an issue 
of all sorts of paper by the Federal Government, 
the clause becomes uncon titutional and indefensi- 
ble, and direct'y at war with ovr hard money pro- 
fessions. But it will not stand. The committee 
which reporied the bill, and retained this clause, be- 
cause it was adopted by the Sena'e in 1837; this 

committee will not defen it; and I believe I know 
' enough of tie mind ef the Senate to say that it 
will be rejected by an almost unanimcus vo'e.* 

I believe it will be almost unanimously rejected, 
and the two sections thus brought to a precise con- 
formi'y with the great act of 1789—that act which 
required the revenues to be paid in gold and silver 
com only. Yes, sir, in these coins only! or, as I 
might say it in the old English idiom, one-ly; for 
cur only is a contraction of the old English ene-ly; 
which is more expressive than the contraction, and 
plainly imports integrity and individuality—the 
one thing by itself. The clause will be struck out; 
the act of 1789 will be re-established; that act 
which General Hamilton repealed and reversed by 
cohsiruction, and to prevent any future Hamilton 
from doing which a penal sanction is now added to 
the section. The twentieth section of the bill, after 
providing for this restoration of the act of 789, goes 


"It was go rejected: the vote b:irg thirty-three aint, six for 
clause, : Pre 3 


` unconvertible. paper. 
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on to guard it from future violation in these words: 
“And any receiving or disbursing officer, or agent, who 
shall neglect, evade, or violate the provisions of this and 
the last preceding section of this act, shall, by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, be immediately reported to the 
President ef the United States, with the facts of such 
neglect, evasion, or violation; and also to Congress, if 
in session; and if notin session, at the commencement 
of tls session next afler the violation takes place.” This 
is the penal sanction to prevent the future violation 
of the great act of 1789, restored to iis original 
force by this Independent Treasury bill. The vio- 
lator of the act is to be reported to the President, 
who, as sworn to see the laws faithfully executed, 
will well know what disposition to make of the of 
fender. Ifthe President should fail in his duty, the 
two Houses of Congress will have the iofurmation 
which will bring the case before themselves. 

Mr. President, this is a great point in the great 
measure before us; it is one out of the two great 
points which the Independent Treasury _ system 
presents. That system presents but two points, 
namely, first, the exclusive use of gold ani silver 
coin by the Federal Government; secondly, the ex- 
c'u-ive keeping of its own money by is own 
officers. These two points constitute the system; 
all the rest is detail; and this system effects the 
total divorce between Bank and State; and not only 
between Bank and State, but between the State on 
one side, and-the whole paper system on the o her. 
I am now employed upon one of these poinis—the 
first one of the two. The motion which I have 
made, and the speech which I am making, go to 
the first pciat; and in the success—the probable 
success which awaits it—I see the consummation 
of a long and cherished object, at which I have 
faithfully labered for ten years—labored as long 
as the siege of Troy lasted. In the very first 
speech which I delivered against the rechaiter of 
the Bank of the United States—a speech delivered 
in the session of 1830-31—I took the ground of a 
hard money currency fcr the Federal Government, 
and its tota! discoanect'cn f.om the paper system. 
I had seen the evils of a resort to lecal bank paper 
by the Federal Government. I had seen the er- 
ror—the great and grievous error—of those who 
terminated the first Bank of the United States, and 
left the Usion without any national currency, 
either paper or metallc. I had scen the evils of 
that error in the deplorable state of our finances 
and currency during the war of 1812-15; and, in 
latoring to terminate the existence of the second 
Bank, which was born of the error committed in 
relation to the first one: in laboring to terminate 
this second Ba: k, I aimed at avoiding the error of 
my precursors of 1811, and to provide a national 
currency of gold and silver in place of the national 
currency of bank notes. I was determined to 
avoid the error of 1811—to eschew the use of 
local bank papsr—and, in escaping from the arms 
of the great monster, to take good care not to fall 
into the claws of the little ones. ‘This was dis- 
closed in my first speech against the Bank, deli- 
vered on the 2d of February, 1831; and here is an 
extract from it, which estab'ishes what I say: 


‘Tam willing to see the charter expire, without providing 
any substitute for the present Bank. Iam w lling to see the 
currency of the Federal Government left to the HARD MONEY 
mentioned and intended in the Constitution; I am willing to 
have a HARD MONEY GOVERNMENT, as that of France 
has been since the time of assignats and mandats. Every 
epecies of paper right be left to the State authorities, unrecog- 
nised by the Federal Government, and only touched by it for 
its own convenience when equivalent to gold and silver. Such 
a currency filled France with the precious metals, when Eng- 
land, with her overgrown bank, was a prey to all the eviis of 
It furnished money enough for the 
imperial Government when the population of the empire was 
three times more numerous, and the expenses of Government 
twelve times greater, than the population and expenses of the 
United States; and, when France possessed no mines of gold 
or silver, and was destitute of the exports which command the 
specie of other countries. The United States possess gold 
mines, now yielding half a million per annum, with every 
Prospect of equalling those of Peru. But this is not the best 
dependence. e have what is superior to mines, namely, the 
exports which command the money of the world; that is to say, 
the food which sustains life,and the raw materials which sustain 
manufactures. Gold ands iver is the hest currency for a re 
public ; it suits the men of middle property and the working 
people best; and, if I was going to establish a workin; man’s 
party, it should be on the basis of hard money; a hard money 
party against a paper party.” ` 

Thus, Mr. Presideat, near ten years ago; I dis- 
closed my seatiments on this subject. I then pro- 


posed the restoration of the gold and silver curren- 
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cy of the Constitution to the Federal Government, 
and the to‘al disconnection of the Government from 
the paper system. This plan I have kept in view 
from that day to this; and have faithfully labored 
to accomplishit. Three years ago, believing that 
the time had arrived for executing the plan which 
I had so long meditated, I brought into the Senate 
a bill entitled “to re-establish the currency of the Con- 
stitution for the Federal Government,” ihe enactments 
of which were consonant to its title. It proposed 
the gradual disuse of paper, and the progressive re- 
turn to the hard money standard; and was both in 
its mode of operating, and in the time it would re- 
quire to attain its object, the exact substance of 
the two sections before you—the exact substance of 
what they will be when the amendment is made, 
which I have just had the honor to propose. That 
bill was in these words: 

“A bill to re-establish the currency of the Constitution for 

the Federal Government. 

“Be itenacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United . States of America in Congreas assem- 
bled, That bank notes and paper currency ofevery description 
shall cease to be received, or offered in payment, on account of 


he United States, or ofthe Post Office,or in fees in the courts 
of the United States, as follows: Of less denomination than 


twenty dollars, none shall be so received after the third day of 


March, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight; of less denomina- 
tion than one hundred dollars, none after the third day of 
March, eighieen hundred and thirty-nine; of less denomination 
than five hundred dollars, none after the third day of March, 
eighteen hundred and forty; ofless denomination than one thou- 
sand dallars, none after the third day of March, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-one; and none of any denomination, from 
and after the third day of March, eighteen hundred and forty- 
gec. 2. And be it further enacted, That any person hold- 
ing an appointment under thelaws of the United States, aud 
any bank employed to keep public moneys, which pereon or 
bank shall neglect, evade, violate, contravene, or in any way 
elude, or attemptto elude, the provisions of this act, shall be 
guilty of an offence against the laws; and the person so offend- 
ing, shall be liable to be dismissed from the service; and the 
bank so offending shall, on satisfactory information, be discon- 
tinued as a depository ef public moneys.” 

This was my bill; and now, Mr. President, be- 
ho'd the workings of time, and the results of expe- 
rience. When that bill was brought into the Se- 
nate, it stood here, so far as my knowledge and 
information extends, without a solitary supporter 
except its author! Solitary and alone he stcod at 
its back: in a minority of one he-ran the chance to 
be left in any vote which should be taken upon it. 
Then it was that I had an opportunity—one out of 
many which a friendly intercourse of near twenty 
years has afforded me—to test the goodness of the 
heart, and the kindness of the feelings, of the Sena- 
tor frem Pennsylvania who s ts over the way, [Mr. 
Bucuanan.] That Senator saw the predicament 
of my bill: he saw it would get no support. He 
had seen me solitary and alone on many occasions; 
and rightly judged that a public man might be dis- 
paraged in the public estimation, who appeared 
habitually wi-hout supporters in a public body. He 
came round to me from the seat where he now sits, 
to the place where I now stand; and, after a suit- 
able introduction, to prepare my feelings for the 
catastrophe, he proposed to.me to ask leave to 
withdraw my bill, or to have it laid upon the table, 
as the means of extricating myself from the soli- 
tary exhibition which awaited me. Now, it so 
happened that I had nct the least objection, so far 
as I was personally concerred, in standidg alone in 
support of that bill. I had fully committed myself 
for it by bringing it in; I look:d ahead and saw the 
day that I might be proud of it: but, deference for 
the hind feelings of my friend, and to show him 
that his intimations were taken in the sense 
in which they were intended, I agreed to have 
it quietly dropped, by being laid upon the table: 
and another inend, [Mr. Wricut, of New York,] 
with the concurrence of the author, moved to lay 
it upon the table. It is a gentle moticn—some- 
thing equivalent to backing out—and is rarely op- 
posed; but on that occasion it was opposed, and 
some little effort was made to hold the bill up for a 
vote; but the Senate permitted it to ga down upon 
thetable. It went down without noise. -No yeas 
and nays were called upon it; and tse I lost the 
honer, in 1836, of voting alone fet a measure 
whch, in 1840, will command the tnanimous vo'e 
of my party. The day has cope which I foresaw. 
Time, and its events, have accomplished what my 
endeavors could not effect; and two suspen-icns of 
the banks in three years have brought the Demo- 


cratic party to ihe poiat I Was at many pears ago 
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The bill which I proposed in 1836, and the 
nineteenth and twentieth sections of the Indepen- 
dent Treasury bill (when amended as they will be) 
are identical. They propose the same end, ap- 
proach it in the same gradual way, arrive at it at 
the same time, and guard it with the same sanc- 
tions. They are both to re-establish the currency 
of the Constitution for the Federal Government; 
and this re-establishment of that curreacy is one 
out of the two principles which constitute the Inde- 
ndent Treasury system. 

My motion now is to sirike out certain words 
from the specie feature of this bill, and thereby to 
make it confermabl: 1o the words, spirit, and 
meaning of cur Constitation, and to the great act 
of 1789. My motion is, in effect, to restore that act, 
and to restore it completely, by excluding Federal 
paper money as well as bank paper money from 
the receipts and disbursements of the General Go- 
vernment. Sir, ‘this isa great pcint in the case, 
and I mean to make it clear. My asseit on is, 
that the actof 1789—the first act for the collection 
of Federal revenue—made gold and silver only 
receivable in payment of the public dues—that 
General Hamilton, then 
nullified and reversed that act by construction—and 
that the specie clause in this bill is intenced to re- 
store the aet of 1789, and to prevent any future 
Hamilton from constrairg it away. This is my 
assertion; and the proof 1s for hcoming to sus- 
tain it. At page 27, vol. 2, of the laws of 
the United States, (Duane’s 
the 30th section of the first revenue law ever 
passed by Congress, is found these words: “The 
duties and fees to be collected by virtue of this act 


SHALL BE RECEIVED IN GOLD AND SIL- | 


VER COIN ONLY.” This is the act—these the 
words of the fundameatal act, for the collection of 
the Federal revenue. The bare reading of them 
establishes the fact that the first Congress which 
ever sat under the Constitution, and composed, in 
great part, of the men who actually framed that in- 
strument, the bare reading estab'ishes the fact that 
this first Congress enacted an exclusive specie cur- 
rency for the Federal Government. This point 
being established, the next inquiry is, how came 
the Government to slide off immediately imto a pa- 
per money currency, and to remain ever s:nce in- 
volved and enibralled ia the miseries and losses of 
the paper system? The answer to this question is, 
that the then Secretary of the Treasary, General 
Hamilton, took upon himself to nullify the act by 
construction, and to cons'rue the words “gold and 
silver coin only,” to signify bank notes; and upen 
this construction, ordered these notes to te received, 
and thereby involved the United States in the bank- 
ing and paper system, t 
present day, and from which it 1s the object of the 
present bill to extricate us. Upon this point Gen. 
Hamilton shall have the benefit of his own words; 
and I will read to the Senate the report which he 
made to Congress on his construction of this act, 
and which contains his argument in vindication of 
hisconduct. He says: 

“This section (the 30th of the act of 1789) provides for the re- 
ceipt of the duties in gold and silver coin only. The Secretary 
has considered this provision as having for object, the exclusion 
of payments in the paper emissions of the particular States, 
and the securing the immediate or ultimate collection of the du- 
ties in specie, as intended to prohibit to individuals the right of 
paying in any thing exoept gold and silver coin; but not to kin- 

er the Treasury from making auch arrangements as its exi- 
gences, the speedy command of the public resources, and the 
convenience of the community, might dictate; these arrange- 
ments being compatible with the eventual receipt of the duties 
in specie. For instance, the Secretary did not imagine that the 
provision ought to beso understood as to prevent, if necessary, 
an anticipation of the duties by Treasury drafts receivable at the 
several custom-houses. And, if it ought notto be understood in 
this eense, it appeared to him that the principle of a different con- 
struction would extend to the permitting the receipt of the 
notes of public banks, issued en a specie fund. ° > * * * 
Such were the reflections of the Secretary with regard to the 
autbority to permit bank notes to be taken in payment of the 
duties. The expediency of doing it appeared to him to be still 
less questionable. The extension of their circulation by the 
measure 1s calculated to increase both the ability and the neli- 
nation of the banks to aid the Government. It also accelerates 
the command of the product of the revenues for the publie ser- 
vice, and it facilitates the payment of the duties,” &c. 
This was the reasoning of General Hamilton, 
that eminent and bold map, who was the great 
founder of the Federal sect. To nullify express 
words by construction— to- judge a cons‘itutional 
questioa by its expediency—to sacrifice gold and 


piver to paper—~fo marry the Government and the 


Secretary of the Treasury, | 
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banks together—and to make the former dependent 
upon the aid of the latter; this was his conduct and 
his policy; and this has been the conduct and policy 
of the sect which he founded for the fifty years 
which ithas existed. 

This was the reasoning of General Hamilton; 
this his argument, to show that gold and silver 
coin only signified bank notes! Certainly nothing 
more fa'lacious—not to say audacious—ever fell 
from the lips of man. It was an insult to the un- 
derstanding, and a conte.opt for the spirit of those 
to whom it was addressed. But it was addressed to a 
Congress of Federal members;to a Congress in which 
the Democracy had no weight, and the majority 
of which immediately proceeded to chain the whole 
Federal Government to the British paper system,by 
chartering a National Bank with Brit'sh stockhold- 
ers, funding the soldiers’ certificates, assuming State 
debts, and creating a stockjobbing interest t0 feed 
and fatten upon the credit and revenues of the 
Union—to rule its politics, and to consider the ad- 
ministration of the Government as wholly subordi- 


| nate to their own schemes of wealth and aggran- 


| disement. 


This was the Congress to which Gene- 
ral Hamilton made his report, and which received 
it with the submission and acquiescence which 


_ might be expected from such a body. They shut 


their eyes upon the mockery which was made of 
the law, and they submitted to the insult to which 
the excuse implied to themselves. This was fifty 
years ago; and now, at last, after half a century’s 


edition,) being |. suffering from the effects of that violation of law, 


ii and after the glorious revival of Democracy under 


the administration of General Jackson, a Congress 


. sitsto do the work which ought to have been done 


which has continued to the |: 


by the Congress which received General Hamil- 
ton’s report, That Congress ought to have re- 
buked his conduct, re-enacted its hard money 
clause, and guarded it with penal sanctions from 
future violations. This is what they ought to have 
done. It is what they did not do; and it is what 
we are now doing for them. The Independent 
Treasury, with its specie clause, is to do this; and 
the contest upon this bill—the division of parties 
for and against it—is the contest, and the division, 
of the Hamiltonian Federalists and the Jef- 
fersonian Democrats of fifty years ago 


Believing this point to be now sufficiently esta- 
blished, and that this enactment will be Jooked up- 
on in its true light, asa mere res‘oration of the fis- 
cal action of the Government ty its primitive and 
constitutional course, I proceed to the more gene- 
ral observations, connected with the second feature, 
and the general policy of the bill. The second 
feature of the bill is, that the F.deral Goverament 
shall be the keeper, and the exclusive keeper, of its 
own money. The heavy losses in the revenue, 
twice in three years, from employing banks t0 keep 
our money, have opened the eyes of almost all to 
the folly and impalicy of employing such keepers. 
The impolicy of it is given up by almost all: the 
Federal party only wish for a National Bank to be 
employed as the keeper. The Democracy refuse 
the custody of the public money to all banks: they 
go back to the Constitution, which required it io Le 
kept in the Federal Treasury, aad not to be drawn 
out of that 
rant founded upon a law of Congress. 
The Constitu'ion is express, that, no money shall be 
drawn fromthe Treasury but im consequence of appro- 
priations made by law. This is the Cons‘itution; 
‘and its mandate is clear that the United States 
shall have a Treasury, which Treasury shall con- 
tain all our money, and from which no money shall 
be taken except on a Treasurer’s warrant, founded 
on a law of Congress. All this is clear; and con- 
formabdle to it was the first action of the Federal 
Government. ‘There was no National Bank when 
the Constitution was made, nor for some years af- 
ter; there were but three local banks then in the 
whole Union; the public moneys, in the first years 
of Washington’s administration, remained chiefy 
in the hands of the receiving officers, whence it was 
drawn out upon the Treasurer’s warrant. The 
revenues were in the custody of the Government 
officers, subject to the warrants of the Treasurer. 
This continued until General Hamilton got his 
banking system into operation; and then the publie 
money went into banks, to be kept by bank ofi- 


— 


Treasury, except by a Treasury war- j 


cers, subject to be drawn out of the bank like the 
private money of the institution, and to be used at 
the diseretion of these bank officers, not only with- 
out a law of Congress, but without its knowledge 
or consent. This is what General Hamilton es- 
tablished, and permitted to be done; and now the 
intention of the Independent Treasury bill is to go 
back to the Constitution—to define and eslablish 
the Federal Treasury—to have the public moneys 
put into it—and to keep them there, untouched by 
any hand, until a Treasurer’s warrant, founded up- 
on a law of Congress, goes to demand them. This 
is the second, and the remaining feaure of the 
Treasury bill. It is merely to reform the action of 
the Government, and to restore it to the constitu- 
tional intention. Itis a reformation, and not an 
innovation. It is giving a practical operation to 
the words of the Constitution. It is the correction 
of General Hamilton’s second great perversion of 
the Constitution; and as such divides now, as it 
did fifty years ago, the twe great political parties 
of the country. 

The reasons for establishing an Independent 
Treasury are now too apparent to require argu- 
ment here. Two suspensions of the banks in three 
years, shows that they cannot be relied upon by the 
Federal Government. Besides, our whole banking 
system is a dependency of the British system; its 
centre is in [.ondon; its masters are there; 
and, in addition to its own inherent dan- 
gers, great enough, in all conscience, it is 
also subject to the misfortunes, and to the orders, 
of the mother systemin England. It must shat up, 
and blow up, as ordered, or suffered there; and 
thas the Federal Government, in keeping its mo- 
ney in our banks, is virtually keeping itin London, 
subjectto the orders of Englishmen, and to the 
wants, or policy, misfortunes, or crimes, of their 
own paper system. Surely it is time to break such 
a dependence. 


Mr. President, it is now twenty years that I 
have meditated, and ten years that I have been 
acting, on the subject matter of this bill. I came 
into this body at a time, and in a state of the 
country, calcula‘ed to make those think, and s2- 
riously think, who were elevated to the high func- 
tion of national legislation. I was e'ected to this 
body in the year 1820, when the hollow and delu- 
sive paper system was undergoing one ef its 
habitual and disastrous convulsions; and when my. 
progress to this place—my journey from the Mis- 
sissippi to the Potomac—was one long ride amidst 
the crashings and explesions of banks, and the 
cries and lamentations of a deceived and plundered 
people. The National Bank was then in the third 
year of its age; and, so far from affording a remedy 
for the evils, it was itself the mother of the evils, 
and notoriously bankrupt, except for the credit 
and revenues of the United States, which were 
lent end extended to save it. Isaw with my own 
eyes that a National Bank was no remedy for the 
evils of the banking sys’em—that it was itself the 
greatest and most potential author of all these 
evils. I saw a vast ruin overspreading the land, 
and I had my opinion of its cause, and of its 
remedy; but I was a new Senator, and a young 
man—novus homo, as the Romans would say of 
one who had appeared for the first time in the 
public affairs—and I was here a long time before I 
could act on this subject, or on any one of general 
aud national importance. The election of General 
Jacks “n was the signal gun for the commencement 
of operations. With that great man in front to 
lead me on—with his great power behind to back 
me in the contest—I commenced at once the system 
of measures which I had so long meditated and 
carefully planned. It was, indeed, a SYSTEM, 
and a large one, and of many parts, but all tend- 
ing to one object, and to one end. I commenced 
with a map of the whole work before me—with 
a financial chart spread out—on which was 
placed every object to be attempted, and 
every consequence to be deduced. Finance 
and commerce were placed together, according to 
their natural and indissolable connection; and each 
were considered in relation to the other. The ex- 
tinction of the national debt; the termination of the 
National Bank; the revival of the gold eurrency; 
the inerease of the silver currency; the suppression 
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of small bank paper; the re-establishment of the 
currency of the Constitution for the Federal Go- 
vernment; the total divorce of the Federal Go- 
vernment from the paper system; no surplus reve- 
nue; and the principle of reciprocity in foreign 
commerce: these were the objects laid down upon 
my map; and which, together, cons‘ituted the sys- 
t:m at which I was to labor. 

I proceeded upon a plan, consisting of many 
parts, bat coherent in all its parts. All that I did 
in relation to financial, commercial, and currency 
questions, was subordinate to this plan, and tend- 

- ing to the result which I had proposed to myself. 
I was always moving upon my plan, howsoever de- 
tached and even insignificant the motion might 
seem to be; for Lam not a man to act by fits and 
starts, sporting crude or vagabond conceptions, 
without regard te utility, and without consulting 
the auspices of propriety and effect. 

Here, indeed, was a great work carved out—a 
large work to be performed—a great deal to be 
pulled down and c'eared away, tefore any new 
erec ions could be commenced. Thè Bank of the 
Uni ed States was the centre and the citadel of the 
existing order of things. It was to be got rid of 
before any thing else could be at'empted. It was 
the corner stone and the pillar of the paper sys- 
tem; and besides its general cipacity to sustain 
that system, it was in possession of. the two preci-e 
facult'es which were incompatible with the exis- 
tence of an Independent Treasury. It enjoyed the 
chartered privileges of paying the public dues ia its 
own notes, and of keeping the public moneys in is 
own vaults. Now the Iadepend:nt Treasury sys- 
tem required the Federal dues to be paid in the 
constitational curzency, and the Federal moneys to 
te kept by Federal officers. It is evident, then, 
that the Bank privilezes must be got rid of before 
we could begin to build up an Independent Trea- 
sury. A'l this I saw from the beg nn‘ng, and 
therefore labored to get rid of one before I began 
with the other. 

All these objects were began; some have been 
pursued to success; some are cn the point of being 
accomplished; and some even yet but inceptively 
presen‘ed to the public mind. Of the latter, were 
my anti-surplus revenue resolutions of 1828, and 
my commercial reciprocity reso'utions of 1831. 
These two fatter may justify a moment’s elucida- 
tion at this time, so far as to show what they were; 
as the time is at hand when action will be attempted 
upon them again. 

1. My anti-surplus revenue resolutions. They 
were brought in at several different times, and were 
intended to effect the repeal of the law which au- 
thorised a surplus of two millions beyond the ap- 
prepriaticns to be permanently retained in the 
Treasury, to meet the contingencies of a deficient 
revenue. The proposition was to abolish this law; 
and, in liea of Keeping surplus money on hand to 
meet contingencies which might rarely occur, to 
invest the Government with contingent authority 
to borrow two millions cr less, if, in the recess of 
Congress, there should be a deficiency in the Trea- 
snry to meet the demands of existing appropria- 
tions. The subject is as important now as it was 
hen, and must command the altent’on of Congress 
sooner or la'er. The Secretary of the Treasury 
has r. peatediy asked for legislation on the subject 
of the-e contingent deficiencies, and we cannot 
getover this session without considering his re- 
quest. 

2. The commercial reciprocity, and ant‘-public 
debt resolutions, are too elaborate, inferential, and 
argumen ‘ative to be paraphrased; and I will, there- 
fore, give them in their own words. They stand 
thus on our journals: . 

In SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
February 26, 1831. : 

Mr. Banton submitted the following resolutions; which were 

read, and ordered to be printed, and laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the powers conferred on Congress by the 
States to lay and collect duties, and to regulate eummerce, are 
distinct and incontrovertible powers, aiming at different objects, 
-and requiring different forms of legislative action; the levying 


power being confined to imports, and chiefly intended to raise 
revenue; the regulating power being directed to export, and 


solely intended to procure favorable terms in foreign ports for . 


the admission of the ships and products of the States. 
_ 2 Thatthe power te lay and collect duties on imports was so- 


liejtød by the founders of the present Federal Govern ment, and ` 


fabie” by the States, for the express purpase of paying the 


biic debt, and with the solema aad reiterated aseurance | 


that the duties levied for that Purpose should cease the 
moment the debt was paid; which assurance was given 
in answer to objections from the States, and to quiet the 
apprehension expressed by some of them, that the grant of 

wer to Congress to raise revenue from the commerce of the 
States, without limitation of time or quantity, and without ac- 
countability to them for its expenditure, might render Congress 
independent of the States, and endanger their liberties arid pros- 
perity. 

3. ‘That the public debt will (probably) be paid off in the year 
1834, and the amount of about twelve millions of dollars of re- 
venue will then be subject to abolition, and ought to be abolish- 
ed, according to the agreement of the parties at the establishment 
of the present Federal Government, and in conformity to the 
present actual condition and interest of the States. 

_ 4. That an abolition of twelve millions of duties will be a re- 
tief to the people from about sixteen millions of taxes, (esti- 
mating the retail merchants advance upon the duties at one- 
third;) and that the said abolition may be made without dimin- 
ishing the protection due to any essential branch or pursuit of 
nomente industry, and with manifest advantage to most of 
them. 

5. That, for the purpose of enabling Congress to determine 
with entire safety to every interest, and with full satisfaction to 
the public mind, what branches and pursuits of domestic in- 
dusiry may be entitled to protection, and ought to be guarded 
from the injurious effects of foreign competition, a joint com- 
mittee of the Senate and House of Representatives ought to be 
appointed, to take the examinations of practical men (pro- 
ducers, consumers, and importers,)in all doubtful cases, and 
to report their evidence to the two Houses of Congress. 

6. That the said committee ought to be appointed at the com- 
mencement of the next stated session. 

7. That the power to regulate foreign commerce wasgranted to 
Congress by the States for the express and sole purpose of ena- 
bling Congress to ebtain and secure favorable markets abroad for 
the exports of the States, and favorable terms for the admission of 
their ships, and to effect these objects by establishing an equita- 
ble system of commercial reciprocity, discrimination, and reta- 
liation, which should measure back to every foreign nation the 
same degree of favor or disfavor which itself measured out to 

the commerce and navigation of the United States. 

8. That the power to regulate foreign commerce, although 
one of the first of the enumerated powers in the Constitution, 
and the inducing cause to its adoption, has never yet been exer 
cised by Congress. 

9. That the approaching extinction of the public debt, and 
consequent obligation to abolish, and advantage in abolishing, 
about twelve miilions of annual revenue, will enable the Unite 
States to receive a large portion cf her foreign commerce, say 
the one-half thereof, free of duty; and that the fair principles of 
a just reciprocity, the dictates of obvious policy, justice tothe 
States, and the constitutional duty of the Federal Government, 
already toolong deferred, will require this Government to de- 
mand equivalents from all nations which may wish to be admit- 
ted toa paricipanon inthe enjoyment of this great amount of 
free and ui.restricted trade. 

10. That the free importation ofthe following articles (among 
others) may be admitted into the United States without compro- 
mising the prosperity of any branch or pursuit of domestic in- 
dustiy, and with manifest advantage to most of them; namely, 
linens; silks, wines, coffee, cocoa, worsted stuff goods, several 
descriptions of woo!lens, several qualities of fine cottons, seve- 
ral kinds of spirits, &c. &c. 

11. That the free importation of the said articles ought to be 
offered to all nations which shall grant equivalent advantages 
te the commerce and navigation of the United States, and will 
receive the products of their industry; namely, -fieh, furs, lum- 
ber, naval stores, beef, bacon, pork, grain, flour, rice, cotton, 
tehacco, live stock, manufactures of cotton, leather, wood, and 
silk, butter and cheese, soap and candles, hats, glass, and gun- 
powder, lead, shot, and sugar, spirits made of grain and molas- 
ses, &c. &c. or some adequate proportion thereof, either free 
of duty, or upon payment of moderate and reasonable duties, to 
be agreed upon in treaties, and to continue for a term of years, 
and.to no other nationa whatever. 

12. That there is nothing in existing treaty stipulations with 
foreign powers to prevent the regulation of our commerce upon 
the foregoing principles. 

13. That ail commercial nations will find it to their advantage 
to regulate their commerce with the United States on these 
principles, as, in doing so, they will substitute a fair and liberal 
trade for atrade of vexations, oppressions, restrictions, and 
smuggling; will obtain provisions for subsistence, and materi- 
als for manufactures, on cheaper terms and more abundantly; 
wil! promote their own exports; will increase their revenue, by 
increasing consumption and diminishing smuggling; and, in 1e- 
fusing to do so, wil] draw great injury upon themselves in the 
loss which wil! ensue of several great branches of their trade 
with the United States. i 

14. That the agriculture, manufactures, commerce, and na- 
vigation of the United States would be greatly benefitted by re- 
gulating foreign trade on the foregoing principles: first, by 
getting rid of oppressive duties upon the staple productions of 
the United States in foreign markets; secondly, hy lowering at 
home the price of many articles of comfort or necessity, im- 
ported from abroad. . 

15. That the eafest and most satisfactory mode of regulating 
foreign commerce on these principles would be by combining 
the action of tie legislative and treaty making powers, Con 
gress fixing, by law or joint resolution, the articleson which du- 
ties may be abolished, and the Executive. negotiating with 
foreign nations for the grant of equivalents. 

16. That to be in readiness to carry thissystem of regulating 


“foreign commerce into eflect at the extinction of the public 


debt, it will be necessary for Congress to designate the articles 
for abolition of duty at the next stated session. 

Ido nots'op to make any remark upon these 
resolutions; the t'me is at hand when 1t will be pro- 
per to renew them, and to discuss them; and the 


important report from the Secretary of State, (Mr. 


Forsyth,) called for by the Senate, at its last res- 


-sion, on my moticn, and now in the hands of the 


printer, will furnish us with the means of discuss- 
ing them to advantage. For the present, I will 
only remark, that if the principle of these resoiu- 


tions had been advpted, instead of enacting thas 


- paration from the paper system. 


: @xtraet: 


- and only awaited the propet oc 


Procustes-bed act, commonly called the compromise 
act, whereby high duties were to be cut down, and 
low ones stretched up, and many abolished in toto, 
without equiva'ents; and all without “rhyme ‘or 
reason,” or the slightest regard to any constitu- 
tional principle or national interest—I say, if the 
principie of these resolutions had been adopted, in 
lieu of such anomalous legislation, we should not 
now have to lament an importation of fifty millionsof 
free goods, without equivalents, and from countries 
which load our exports with taxes, and fetter them 
with restrictions. 

I return from this digression, and proceed with 
the subjects immediately connected with the bill be- 
fore the Senate. My financial map presented a 
large work; and it required time, and patience, and 
much labor to conquer success. To prepare the 
public mind for such changes—for so much pull- 
ing down, as well as building up—was the first 
step in the herculean undertaking; and, to do this, 
many speeches were to be digested and delivered; 
and speeches of adifferent kind from those which 
the :hetoricians teach us to pronounce. We live 
in an age of intelligence and activity, and when 
the public mind is powerfully directed to objects of 
utility. In speaking to such a people, I concluded 
that, of the six parts of the regular oration, four 
parts might be thrown away: that I could dispense 
with all except the facts, and the application of the 
facts, cemented and enforced by reason. Upon 
this plan I spoke. My speeches were stripped of 


ornament, stinted of phrases, and crowded with 


material. They were brimfull of facts and rca- 
sons; and this was a compliment to the intelligence 
of the age in which I lived. The compliment was 
not misapplied: the intelligence of the ege was not 
overrated. The event has proved that it was not. 
At the end of some years the public debt was paid 
—the National Bank was laid in the tomb—tke 
gold currency was revived-—the silver currency 
was vastly augmented—a return to the constitu- 
tional currency for the Federal Government be- 
came a measure of the Democracy—the separa- 


- tion of the Government from the paper system be- 


came equally their measure: and political parties, 
returning to the debate and controversy of original 
principtes, exhibited themselves on the respective 
grounds of Federalism and Democracy which they 
stood upon in the early days of Hamilton and 
Jefferson. 

Besides preparing the public mind for great 
changes, the means and machinery of the changes 
were also to be prepared; and this led to an almost 
infinite number of propositions offered at different 
times, in detached parts, by instalments as it were; 
but all tending tothe same™end, and to the same 
ultimate object, of re-establishing the hard m. ney 
Government of the Constitution. It would be tedi- 
ous, and in fact, impossible to detail all these pro- 
positions at this time; but.a few of them, selected 
from the mass, and in different years, will show 
the s‘eadicess of the pursuit, and the earliness of 
my action on the subject. Ihave already shown 
that as far back as the 2d of February, 1831, in 
my first speech against the Bank of the United 
States, I raised the hard money standard.for the 
Federal Government, and denouaced its total ze- 
Following up 
the plan therein indicated, I brought forward in the 
winter of 1833-34, namely, on the 2d day of Jann- 
ary, 1834, specific propositions to correct the go'd 
standard—to legalize the cireulat‘on of foreign sil- 
ver—and to repulse frem the Federal Treasury all 
bank paper of less denomination. than twenty dol- 
Jars. Inaspeech against the Bank of the United 
States which I then delivered, I gave the notice for 
these res»lutions, and pledged myself to bring them 
in, and follow them up toa derided issue. I will 
here read an extract from that speech which will 
verify what I have the honor to say. This is the 

“The reform of the gold currency, Mr. B. ae yee art hal 
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p of his 
and, With the leave of the Senate hawgold read, Ana FAT o cur- 
present speech, and in iHustratiop of i ag since drawn up, 
rency, a set of resolutions which jon of victory over the Bank 


Neonate, and claim their 
of the ‘United Staios, ta lay fra heme , Without offering them 
eget 


SE ea anc siera ims 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


120 Pee eae 


Q6rH Cons----Ist Sass. 


Reform of the geld currency. 

«Resolved, That it is the true intent and meaning of the 
Constitution of the United States that the Federal currency of the 
United States shall consist only of gold and silver coin; and that 
there is nothing in the present state and condition of the coun- 


wy, to justify any supposed plea of necessity for departing from 
that plain intent of the Constitution, by issuing, or permit- 
ting any corporation to issue, any species of Federal paper 
currency whatever. 

“Resolved, That the quantity of gold derivable from foreign 
commerce, and from the Carolinas, Virginia, Georgia, and 
Alabama, and the quantity of silver derivable from foreign 
commerce, are am ly sufficient to supply the people of the 
United States with hard money, if not expelled from the coun- 
try by unwise and erreneous laws, made by Cong: ess. 

“Resslced, That the value now set upon gold and silver coin, 
both foreign and domestic, by the laws of the United States, is 
erroneous, and prejudicial to the country, and has (with the aid 
of a Federal Bank) occasioned the total expulsion of gold coins 
and the partial expulsion of silver dol/ars from circulation; an 
that it ia the bounden duty of Cong;ess to restore these coins to 


circulation, by restoring them to their trne value, refusing to 
recharter the Bank of the United States, and discountenancing 
and rejecting from receivability in payment of Federal dues, 
all bank paper of less denomination than twenty dollars. 

“ Resolved,That it is the true intent and express meaning of the 
Constitution, that foreign gold and silvercoins shall circulate in 
the United States as freely as domestic coins; and thatto com- 
ply with such intent of the Constitution, it is expedient that fo- 
reign gold and silver coins, (of the principal commercial na- 
tions,) and of approved fineness, recent coinage, not clipped or 
fraudulently reduced in weight, should be authorized by law 
to pass current in the United States, by count, and not by weight 
like the coins issued from our own mint. 

“Having read these resolutions, Mr. B. 
American people, in the face of the Senate, to attempt the re- 
form of the gold currency, if some more competent hand did 
not anticipate him, the moment Congress was cisembarrassed 
of the great contest for power and supremacy between the 
people of the United States and the Bank of the United States, 
which was now raging so furiously in both Houses of Con: 
gress.” ` 

It was in the month of January, 1834, that these 

resolutions were read in the Senate; in the month 
of March following, they were offered; and have 
since been followed up by the measures which 
were necessary to give them effect, and to Jead to 
the accomplishment of the great object on which 
we are now engaged. The mint was branched, 
both to increase the coinage and to serve at New 
Orleans and Philadelphia as depositories of the 
public money; the gold standard was corrected; 
foreign silver was admitted to a legalized circnla- 
tion; small notes under twenty dollars were cut 
off from the receipts and expenditures of the Fede- 
ral Treasury; the Treasury Order was issued, 
and remained in force two years. All these mea- 
sures, with ten years of discussion—the increase of 
our specie from twenty to ninety millions—two ex- 
plovions of the paper system in three years—the 
jnability of the Bank of the United States 
any longer to sustain the Opposition, and to 
deceive and d stress the country; all these events 
have prepared the public mind for the adoption of 
the Independent Treasury system; and made it, as 
I believe it to be, the most popular political mea- 
sure of the times in which we live. 

The bill re-establishes an exclu-ive metallic cur- 
rency for the Federal Government; it does no such 
thing for the State Governmert or the peop'e. It 
e-tablistes no exclusive metallic currency for them; 
and all the harangues to that effect—all the affected 
alarms abeut the fall of prices—the decline in the 
value of produce and property—the reduction of 
wages—the ruin of labır, and so on, are nothing 
but a new edition of the old panic speeches; and a 
fresh crop of the woful vaticina'ions of the United 
States Bank prophets yeais azo.- The Indepen- 
dent Treasury bill will have no direct action upon the 
currency of the State Governmetts and the people; 
it will only act upon it indirectly, and incideotally, 
and that to imrpove it by infusing a larger portion 
of gold and silver into it. 

Tce effect of this great measure upon the Go- 
vernment and the country, 
than bereficial. j 
a hard money currency; and in that will save it 
from the lors and degradation of using depreciated 
paper. It will give it the keeping of its own mo- 
ney; and in that will save it from the Iess of its re- 
venues as often as the banks chance to blow up, or 
choose to: hut up, either in consequence of their own 
misconduct, or in obedience to orders, or an impul- 

sion from London. In supplying the Federal Trea- 
sury with hard money, it also supplies the people 
with if; for the Government does not eat the mo- 
ney it receives, or export, it; but pays it out in re- 
tarn for services or purchases; and the whole goes 
back to the people as fast as it comes from them; 


and will not require as much in a year as the Bank 
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pledged himself to the | 


cannet be otherwise | 
It will give the Federal Treasury | 


. millions have 


~ Independent Treasury—Mr. Benton. 


ofthejUnited States ships to England in a few months. 
It will keep up the specie standard in the country; 
it will keep up a supply of specie; it will enable 
the community to obtain the gold and silver 
which is indespensable to their safety and pros- 
perity. 

The Independent Treasury will not require as 
much specie to be collec'ed from the people in a 
year, as the Bank of the United States ships to 
England in a few months; with this great difference, 
that, what the Government collects, is immediately 
returned to the people; what the bank ships is lost 
to the country forever! Net less than scores of 
thus been shipped by this Bank, 
counting all it has sent away, both in its original 
and in its metamorphosed state. Mr. CLAYTON’S 
committee in 1832, showed it had extracted from 
the States, chiefly of the South and West, up to 
that time, forty-two millions of dollars, and shipped 
nearly the whole. No committee has since been per- 
mitted to examine the “Great red Harlot,” and to 
discover the subsequent amount of her exactions and 
exportations; but the eustom-house books, and the 
boastings of her parasites, show them to be immens?; 


` and they probably exceed, since 1832, the opera'ions 


of any given number of years before thattime. The 
Legislature of South Carolina, at their last session, 
made a report upon this point, as it concerned that 
State alone, founded upon the testimony of the late 
president of the United States Branch Bank in 
Charleston. The result was startling, and showed 
the abduction of specie from that State, by this in- 
stitution, to have been enormous and ruinous. 
Certain itis, the Bank of the United States has 
abducted from the States, and exported to England, 
to be lost to this country forever, not less than sixty 
or seventy millions of dollars, while the Independ- 
ent Trea-ury system cannot take out of circulation 
more than four or five millions at a time; and 
every shilling cf itto be returned to the people, 
from whom it came, through the daily expendi- 
(ures of the Government. And yet it is this Bank 
and its orators, and paragraphists, who affect 
alarm, and are actually trying to ha'ch another lit- 
tle panic, on the ground that the Independent Trea- 
sury will deprive the country of its specie! On, 
truth! where is thy signet? Oh, shame! where is 
thy blash? 


If any one asks when it was that I began tola- 
bor for the establishment of the Independent Trea- 
sury, I answer, that I began this labor on the day 

_in which I began my labors to termina‘e the exis- 
tence of the Bank of the United States. That Bank 
was in the possession—-in the chat tered possession 
—of the two precise privileges which would con- 
stiture the new system; the privilege of paying the 
public dues in her own note’, and the privilege of 
kesping the putlic moneys. Now it is evident 
there con!d be no Independent Treasury until these 
bank privileges were abolish ?d; and to abolish them 
the Bank itseif must be brought toa close. So long 
as there was a National Bank, that bank would 
have the ke-p'ng of the public moneys in its own 
vaults, and the payment cf the public dues in its 
own paper. It was necessary, therefore, to get rid 
of that institution before we c: uld begin to erect 
the Independent Treasury. Demolition was to 


precede erection; and for seven long years I latored | 


at the preliminary work. Those who defended 
the Bank durng that time, fought seven years 
against the Independent Treasury system; those 
who attacked the Bank fought for the system. 
They were antagonist systenis, and one must be 
got rid of before the other could be adopted. True 
the transit was not direct from one to the other. 
There was a half-way house between them! as in- 
dispensable to be stopped at, and tarriedin a while, 
in going from a National Bank, as in revurning to 
one. This half-way hcuse, as every one under- 
stands, was the State bank deposite system. We 
stopped in it three years—from 1834 to 1837— 
when it blew up, and we escaped. Congress 
aided to blow it up by the State deposite act of 
1837, which called for thirty-six millions of dol- 
lars, which we knew this half-way establish- 
ment had lent out, and could not return, in the pre- 
scribed time, without ruin to itself or its debtors. It 
blew up, and we left it; and the Democratic party 


then took the decisive ground of going the whole | 
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distance, and erecting the Independent Treasury; 
basing it upon the two pillars of KEEPING its 
own money, and USING nothing but HARD MO- 
NEY. This system had been presented before, 
but at periods of time not propitious to its adoption. 
A member of the House of Representatives from 
Virginia, (Gen. Gordon,] presented it in that body 
in 1834. It was opposed by the Democratic party, 
and if { had been in that body, I should have op- 
posed it with them; for, although right in itself, it 
was wrong timed, and would have caused a reac- 
tion in favor of the Bank of the United States. In 
that light it was seen by bo'h political parties, and 
each acted accordingly. The public mind was not 
1ipe for the step; the half-way house was still the 
lodging place; and it would not do to pass it or 
quit it, until its insafliciency was ascertained. Two 
years after, and before this hal{-way establishment 
had fa led, I made two experiments in the Senate 
to see if we could gradually get out of it. Both 
these experiments failed—signally failed—and left 
me without hepe until that catastrophe should ar- 
rive, which I foresaw, and stated to be at hand. 
The first of thess attempts was made on the 6th 
day of January, 1836, and took the form of a pro- 
posed instruction to raise a select committee on 
banks and currency in the District of Columbia; 
and, among other things, to inquire: 

“Into the neceasity, if any, for banks of circulation in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, in contradistinction to banks of discountand 
deposite; also, te inquire how fat banks of any kind are wanted 
for the uses of the F.deral Government in this District; and 
wherefore the Treasurer of the United States may not act as 
KEEPER and PAYER of the public moneys within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and drawer of checks or drafts in favor of 
those who chose to receive their money elsewhere.” 

This was a gent e attempt at the experiment of 
an Independent Treasury here, at the seat of Go- 
vernment, where we have a Treasurer and a Trea- 
sury building, and officers enou.h te keep and pay 
out our money. It was a gentle attempt to sound 
the Senate upon the subjeci; but it did not get as 
far as to sound them. As it was read, its fate was 
de‘ermined; and when it was finished being read, 
it was laid upon the table upon the motion of an 
Opposition Senator, without debate, without yeas 
and nays, and without a division. 

‘The next attempt was six months later, to wit, 
on the 13th of June, of the same year; and took 
the shape cf an amendment to the famous Deposite 
act; so as to allow public moneys to be transferred 
from the deposite banks to the mints, for the two 
fold purpose of supplying metal for coining, and 
for safekeeping. On this occas on the Senate was 
sovnded: its sense in relation to the commencement 
of the Independent Treasury system was asceT- 
tained; and as the circumstance is an era in the 
history of that sy-tem, I wil read what our jour- 
nals pre-ent in relation to it. I read from page 
430, 0f theeessien 1835-36: 

“On motion by Mr. BENTON to amend the reported amend- 
ment by inserting, at the end of the twelfth section, the follow- 
ing proviso: ‘Provided, That it may be lawful for the President 
of the United States to direct transfers of public money to be 
made from time to time to the Mint and branch mints of the 
United States, elther for supplying metal for coining or for 
safe keeping.’ 

“A division was called for by Mr. Benton; and being 
taken on the first division thereof, ending with the word ‘coin- 
ing,’ it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 22, nays 17. 
The YEAS were: Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Ewing of Hlinois, Grundy, Hendricks, King of Ala- 
bama, King of Georgia, Knight, Morris, Niles, Page, Rives, 
Robinson, uggles, Shepley, Tallmadge, Walker, White, and 
Wright. The NAYS were: Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, 
Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Kent, Leigh, Mangum, Moore, 
Naudain, Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Swift, 
and Webster. 

‘(Oa the question to agree to the residue of the pur- 
posed amendment, viz: ‘or for safe keeping,’ it was de- 
termined in the negative—yeas 13, nays 28, On motion by 
Mr. Grundy, the yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of 
the Senators present, those who voted in the affirmative are, 
Mesere. Benton, Brown, Ewing of Ilinois, Grundy, McKean, 
Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Page, Robinson, Ruggles, Walker, 
and White. Those who voted in the negative are: Messrs. 
Black, Buchanan, Cathoun, Clay, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, 
Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, King of Alabama, 
King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Shepley, Swift, 
Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Webster, and Wright.” 


Thus ended the second attempt to begin the 
great work of establishing an Independent Treasu- 
ry for the Federal Government. It ended dis- 
couragingly enough. No more than 13 Senators 
voted for including the mints in the list of the pub- 
lic depositories: but I was note discouraged, and 
looked ahead for the forthcoming of an argument 
which would convince the nation, That] was not 
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discouraged, and did not mean to give up the ship, 
I happen to have some higher evidence to prove than 
my own as:ertion could now be: I happen to pos- 
sess a letter, dated in September of the same year, 
and addressed to Mr. Wm. M. Gouge, of this city, 
so well known for his meritorious writings on 
banks and banking. It was written in September, 

1836, and was ia answer to a detailed plan for a 
Sub-Treasury system, which he addressed to me 
where I then was, namely, among the Vi:ginia 
Springs. I kept no copy of my letter, but have 
lately obtained one from him; which, with his an- 
swer to my request for the copy, I wiil read, both 
in justice to him, as one of the early and steadfast 
friends of the separation of Bank and S:ate—justice 
to General Jackson, as cne of the early approvers 
of the plan—and in justice to myself, as not de- 
spairing under defeat—as being fully impressed with 
the impending dangers of the paper system, deier- 
mined to compromise nothing, ielying upon the peo- 
ple, and fully anticipating future success—actually 
anticipating the very measure, even to its form, 
which we now have before us. His letter to me, 
sending the copy of my own, is this: 

WASHINGTON, January 9, 1840. 

Dear Sır: Enclosed is a copy of your letter to me from Warm 
Springs. 

Te may not be amiss to mention, that on the 4th of March, 
1636, (the day on which the charter of the United States Bank 
expired,) T addressed a short letter to General Jackson, signify - 
ing my intention, if it should be acceptable to him, to address 
him at length on the subject of entirely separating banking and 
fiscal concerns. Having received a favorable verbal reply, 
throuzh a mutual friend, I set about the task, but, through 

ress of business, could not complete it till August of that year. 

address filled nine foolscap sheets, and the substance of it 
was published immediately after the Bank suspension in 1837, 
in pamphlet form, under the title of “An Inquiry,” &c. My 
letter to you, which filled three foolscap sheets, was an abridg- 

ment of my letter to Gen. Jackson. 
Very respectfully, yours, 


Hon. T. H. Benron, United States Senate. 
And this was my letter to him: 


Warm Sprines, Vir. Sept. 22, 1836. 

Deak Sir: Your esteemed favor of the 2d inst overtook me 
at this place, and Iam very sensible to the importance of all 
you say. The people are with us; the politiciane, even of our 
own [arty, are mostly against us. I shall, however, have no 
compromises; and work on with those who will work with me. 
Iam fully impressed with the impending dangers of the paper 
syetem, and wish to see the Federal Government wholly discon- 
nected from the local banks. The disuse of their paper, and the 
disuse of their vaults, are both desirable to me; and I had look- 
ed upon the mints and branch mints, with a jew additional 
ones, as places of deposite fer the public moneys. A modifica- 
tion of your plan of sub-treasuries, so as to connect them with 
the mints, seems to be feasible; and I shall be glad to talk with 
you on the subject at Washington, and, in the meantime, to hear 
from you as often as convenicnt. 1 gu to Lexington in this 


State. Yours truly, 
THOMAS H. BENTON. 

Wa. M. Gouge, esq. Washington City. 

Mr. President, these are tedious details, and both 
minute and individual in their bearing; but now 
tbat the end has crowned the work—now that 
the Independent Treasıry system has become 
the leadirg policy with the Democratic party, and 
is supported by an immense majority of the Ame- 
rican people—at sucha time there is something 
more than selfish gratification—there is justice and 
utility in looking back to its humble commence- 
ment—its slow and doubtful progre:s—-and to ré- 
view the labors of those who were its fiiends when 
it had so few. 

The catastrophe of 1837, was preparing; and I 
saw it as distinc’ly before it happened as afterwards. 
In the winter of 1836-7, I pointed out this catastio- 
phe to the then President elect—the now President 
—of the United States. I invited him into the 
Finance Committee room of the Senate in the 
winter °36-37—four months before the banks ex- 
p:oded—and made known to him my opinion of 
the coming danger. I spoke to him in his high 
character of President elect, and to warn him of 

the tempest which was to salute his nascent Admi- 
nistration. I should not mention this, if ıt wasnot that 
the President himself well remembers it, and often 
mentions it. I had no more doubt then of the com- 
ing explosion, than I had after the nine handred 
banks of the Union had actually shut np. My opi- 
nion was not guess work; but a conclusion of rea- 
son and judgment, formed from a view of facts, 
and as demonstrable as a propusition in Euc'id. 
I judged from these facts: 1. That the Bank of the 
United States, the mother of the paper system, was 
rotten and wicked, and would fall, and would draw 
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down the rest with her, 2, That the whole paper sys- 
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tem was distended to the bursting point. 3. That the 
smal'er class of our deposite banks were ready for 
bankruptcy, many of them having fiom twenty to 


. thirty, and even forty dollars of liabil tices for one 


dollar in specie. 4. That the deposite act, requi- 
ring thirty six millions to be deposited with the 
States in nine months—from the first of January 


to the first of October—in addition to furnishing i 


nearly as much more for the expenses of the Go- 
vernmeni—thal this act must compel the large de- 
posite banks to choose between crushing their debt- 
ors, or closing their doors. These were the facets 
I went upon; and while the three first were suffi- 
cient for the event, the fourth insured it. Of this I 
was so certain at the time of the passing of the act, 
that, denouncing it as a consequence, I also de- 
manded if it was an object of that act? This is what 
I said~one passage, am: ng a thousand similar: 
“Now what is the object of all this? Is it the object to take 
all the money for the purpose of distribution, and leave none 
for the defence of the country? Isit the object tobreak all the 
deposite banks? Is it the object to distress the country, by 
making the deposite banks call in all their loans in six months? 
Is it their object to ruin the currency, by enabling the Whiz 
States to draw their distributive shares in specie, and com- 
pelling the banks to stop payment, and then calling for the 
Bank of the United States as the only remedy for the evil? 
Whether all this is the OBJECT, it will be the effect; and to do 
all this, it is necessary to reach back three years to find money 


in the Treasury whick is not there, and thus make a larger | 


sum for distribution than the deposite banks can pay.” 

This is what I said—a little of what I said—on 
the 13th day of April, 1836, while the deposite act 
—that child of many fathers, was still in the chry- 
salis state—still struggling amid:t the confused em- 
braces of its contenditg progenitors—each of whem 


saw, or thought he saw, the honors of the Repub- 


lic await ng the brows of the fortunate man who 
should impress his name and his features on the 
babe. I,on the contrary, saw nothing in it but 
woe and shame—mischief to the country, and hu- 
miliaticn to its authors. 

The catastrophe came; tke bank explosion of 
1837 came; the month of May, 1837, saw it ar- 
live: and, at one s'ride, the Democratic party step- 
pedupto the place where I had been standing 
“solitary and alone” for seven long yezrs. The ca- 
tastrophe came; the President, in a noble message 
which appr. vod him the worthy successor of Jack- 
sen, and the wor:hy choice of the American people; 
this calm, sagacious, firm, patriotic President bung 
out the banner fer the divorce of Bank and Sta'e— 
for a return to the Constitution, and the act of °89, 
in the e-tablishment of an Independent Treasury 
for the exclusive keeping of the peop'e’s money, 
which money was to be the exclusive gold and sil- 
ver currency of oir wite and venerated Constitu- 
tion. The President did his part; the people back- 
el him; bet their Repre eutatives faltered; and a 
second explosion of the paper system ha‘ to add 
itse'f to the arzument befir the minds of the 
dcubting could be convinced, and the spirits of the 
wavering confirmed. The second suspension 
came, and the arzument was conciusive. 

This also was an event foreseen, and foretold by 
me. The Senate will bear with me if I go into 
some personal details. I am no ex post facto 
pr phet; I am no am!izuous oracle. I neither 
prophecy afer the fact, nor ambiguously before it. 
I speak befor: hand; speak plainly, and to the point, 
ard write it down; and here is what I wrote down, 
beyond the Mississippi, at different pericds, and in 
different Ictters to my constituents, during the 
twelve months which preceded the second svspen- 
sien, that of October, 1839. 

To the Democratic cit zens of S:. Lou's, under 
date of the 25h of O.t ber, 1838—twelve months 
before the event—I wrote: 


“Since the veto session of 1832, the potitical part ef the banks 
and their confederates have convulsed the country with alter- 
nate expansions and contractions of the paper currency, to 
make the people cry out for a National Bank; and they are 
now preparing for another convulsion of the same kind. New 
banks are created, paper money is forced into circulation, 
smal! notes are multiplied, a vast quantity of bills of exchange 
is accumulating upon New Orleans and New York; and while 


‘this preparation for another catastrophe is going on, we hear it 


unanimously repeated by all the initiated of the party, that the 
resumption of specie payments was premature and unsafe— 
that it cannot Jast—and that there can be no lasting and perma- 
nent resumption untila National Bank is established. This is 
what is going on, and this is what is said by those who have had 
the power, heretofore, to make good their predictions, and have 
charged all the mischief they create upon seme act, no matter 
what, of the Administration. But the next suspension may 
not beso easy ajob as the last, The process of resumption hag 
developed a division among the banks. We have seen a re 
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sumption and non-resumption flag; in the next attempt to close 
vaults we shall see a suspension and non-suspension flag. The 
business banks will resist the suspension; the political ones 
will force it if they can; and in ths division the community 
and the laws will find an auxiliary in the non-suspending banks 
which may enable them to prostrate the machinations of the 
architects of mischief. 

“The bank suspension (which was a contrived piece of busi: 
ness, and one of the objects of the distribution law) was fully 
counted upon to restore the Federal party and its tutelary deity, 
the Bank of the United States, to full power; but it was made 
at the wrong time. It was a master stroke, but wrong timed. 
It should have been made inthe fourth, instead of first, year 
of Mr. Van Buren’sadministration, It was premature. Its au- 
thors did their bestto make it last until the next Presidential 
election; but the Democracy of the New York banks forced the 
resumption; and now there is noalternalice hut to make a 
suspension fur the elections of 1840. It isa bad chance, but it 
is the only chance. They are dead without it; and accordingly 
all the preparations are now in full progress for that catastro- 
phe. The preliminary stepsare already taken. An expansion 
of the paper currency has commenced, to be followed ut the 
proper time by a sudden contraction, and th: consequent 
stoppage of the banks, and the general derangement of the bus.- 
ness of the country.” 

To the Democratic citizens of Calloway county, 
one handred and fifty miles beyond the Mississippi, 
and under date of the 10th of November, 1838— 


eleven months before the event—-I wrote: 

“The United States Bank notes received are themselves remit- 
tedto the East as Eastern funds; and thus the State loses both 
the specie which it had, and the notes which it received for 
them. In fact the notes are sent out to capture specie, and to 
return with it. This is the case withthe Eastern notes which 
are imported; not so with the Western and with the miserable 
post notes! these are retained for domestic consumption, and 
sent into the country, and perseveringly pushed into the hands 
ofthe farmers; and in a little time, 1f these operations are al- 
lowed to go on, there will be nothing but this trash in their 
hands. The State will hen be ready for the new ension, 
the new panic, and the new distress; which will be charged, of 
course, to any thing that Mr. Van Buren may do, or say, or ne 
matter what, about that time ”” : 

To the Democratic citizens of the Ozark Moun- 
| tain, two hundred and fifty miles beyond the Mis- 
| sissippi, and under date of the Ist day of June, 
1839—four months before the event—I wrote: 


“The present paper system of the United States cannot 
stand, even if there was no pecuniary or political object im 
blowing it up every three or foui years. A thousand banks 
issuing small notes and post notes, and doing business upon 
each other’s paper, could not stand, even if all hands were in 
favor of saving them; but this is not the case. Many are in 
favor of periodical explosions of the banks, both for pecuniary 
and. political objects, and especially to cause a resuscitation ot 
the National Bank; and these will accelerate the event, which 
would come of itself in a few years; and thus perisdically afflict 
the country with a broken bank currency.”  * d , 

I look upon the establishment of the Independent Treasury 
| system as an event which sooner or later must take place; but 
it may be that another ‘suspension? must be added to the argu- 
ment before it cam be carried.” 


To the Democratic citizens of Howard couniy, 
near two hundred miles beyond the Mississippi, 
and under date of July 5, 1839—three months be- 
fore the event—I wrote: . 


“Certain Iam that there is a clear line of distinction between 
the different classes of banks of the United States—a line that 
was drawn at the time of the resumption, and which Separated 
the commercial and business institutions, which were in favor 
of resuming an] doing the best they could, from the political and 
gambling banks, which were against resumption, and in favor 
of perpetuating the evils of an irred:emable currency. I 
traced the line in March, 1838, two months before it was de- 
volopedto public view. It exists now, and the latter class ef 
banke are as intent upon another suspension now, as they were 
against resumption. Unhappily, they are able to make the 
mischietwhich they predict and wish, and the vast gambling 
operations in which they are concerned, in cotton and stocka, 
may accelerate the event which is so essential to their designa. 
1 lovk upon the banks which are engaged in the great cotton 
and other speculations as no more worthy of credit thatthe 
gambler whose whole fortune is nightly staked at the faro 
table. a 

This is what I wrote—a part of what I wrote—to 
put my constituents cn their guard against the sé- 
cond suspension; and guarded they were: for,when 
the blow came, they were prepared for it, and 
nailed the s; ecie flag to the mast, and repel'ed the 
British-Bank-born imp, SUSPENSION, from ali 
their borders. l 

This would secm to be prophecy enough in rela- 
tion to this second suspensicn; but the citation 
would be incomplete if I did not add one more in- 
stance, though not of a written character. It so 
happened that, in the month of April Jast, just be- 
fore T left this place for the Great West, I met the. 
President on horseback near the lower bridge in 
Georgetown; it was soon after the day of the exit 
of an old, and the entrance of a new president, 
through the portals of a certain marble ee 
house in the city of the loving ileal iat te 
adelphos—-and when that shifting one iG. the 
naturally led to a certain topic. T o Te 

. President, what he has done a ee would 
mind me of since,that the second susp 


take place before we met again) but that it would 
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net be a total. eclipse—only about half on the 
southern limb of the sun. 

Yes, it has come! The second suspension is 
upon us, but in diminished terror and mischief; to 
the former, as the whelp to the lion—as Hyperion 
to the Satyr. The fatal Bank, of foreign owner- 
ship and foreign impuls.on, was the chief agent in 
contriving them both, and proudly lorded it over 
the first ruin it had inflicted; but now, no longer 
proudly eminent, or standing like a tower, it 

t Peeps through the horizontal misty air, 
Shorn of its beams; and, from behind the moon, 
In dim ecipse, disastrous twilight sheds 

On half the States.” 

It bas come! and with it the demand of an im- 
mennse majority of the American people for the 
instant annd total divorce of Bank and State, and 
the permanent es‘ablichment of a National Trea- 
sary, to be the exctusive keeping place of the ex- 
elusive money of the people. And here I will close 
this chapter of predictions past and fulfilled, with 
making one more, whose event is yet in the womb 
‘of time; and that is this: That, if the Independent 
Treasury is not new adopted, it will be establish 
ed after the next general election with perfect ease, 
and in a stronger and better form. 


NG... 1ST. SESS. 


Mr. President, I approach the termination of a : 
long and toilsome work. The financial map which ;. 


I spread before 


a right to the pleasures of retrospect—to the joys 
of an honest exultation—at the successful conclu- 
sion of so much labor. 
der the lead of the hero President, and backed 
by a few friends, I battled on this floor against a 


combined political and moneyed power, which was , 


able, during all that time, to cvunterpoise the 
weight of the Government and the people; and, to 
crown its audacity, by dragging the MAN of the 
AGE to the bar of the Senate, and branding him 
with a sentence, which the JUSTICE OF THE 
PEOPLE has REVERSED, and ordered to be 
EX PUNGED from our records. This once pow- 
erful combinaticn is now dissolved and broken ; the 
political part limps over the field; the moneyed part 
lies in the dust—a mass of ruin, of infamy, and of 
crime. No more the object of hope or fear to any, 
its enemies pepare for it the tomb and the winding 
sheet; faithful history prepares fer it an immortali- 
ty of odium and abhorrence; and i's friends, they— 
like the table familiars of Timon— 

“ From ils ruined ferlunes, 

Slink all away.” 

Mr. Presideut, a faint attempt is made here to 
resuscitate the ghosts of the panics which have 
acted so formidable a part in our politics for many 
years past. It is sent forth that this bill is to im- 


pose an exclusive hard money currency upon the | 


people and upon the States; that it is to cut down 
the price of al! labor, produce, and property, to a 
specie siandard; that all debtors are to be ruined, 
and all laborers begzared. This, sir, is what is 
gent forth; but it isa mere experiment on the pub- 
lic eredulity—a mere assault upon the nerves of the 
timid. ‘The bill wiil have none of these effects, but 
the contrary. It only applies to the receipts and 
expenditures of the Federal Treasury; and its only 
inflaence upon the general currency will be to im- 
prove it, by infusing a larger portion of gold 
and silver in‘o it. The country need not be 
alarmed. After triamphing over so many great 
panics, it may look with contempt on this 
starveling affair which begins so faintly in this 
chamber, and which the moneyed power is no lon- 
ger in a condition to patronize. Without the pa- 
tronage of that power, a panic is impossible. It 
takes money to make one; the want of money, the 
application of money, and the extraction of money. 
Politicians, with their alarm speeches, can do nc- 
thing in such a case without a mammoth bark, and 
its iron screws. This they have not now; and I 
predict a total failure in the present attempt to 
alarm and terrify the country. Far from having 
an exclusive metallic currency, the danger is that 
we shall have an exclusive paper currency. 
Twice in two years it has been exclusively 
paper, once over the whole Union, now 
over the half of it; and the friends and authors of 
this exclusive paper, and depreciated paper, affect 
an alarm for too much specie! They accuse others 
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gf meditating this specie currency, while they them- 


OEE eM Ss ag, te Me E 


me ten years ago, sees the last of §: 
its objects on the point of consummation. Ihave | 


For seven long years, un- | 


`- cence of the British paper system, 


‘; pendent upon 
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selves, twice in three years, have actually imposed 
an exclusive, universal, and broken down paper 
currency apon the people, and now have it upon 
half the Union. No, sir. It is not danger of spe- 
cie, but danger of paper, that we have to dread. 
That is the evil which has afflicted us for thirty 

eais. It is the evil which now afilicis us, and 
which willcontinue todo so until the Federal Go- 
vernment returns to the specie medium in all its 
own transactions; and, in supplying its own wants, 
occasions the wantsvf the country to be supplied 
at the same time. 

What is the Indpendent Treasury ? andjwhy is it 
called iacependent? Certainly because it is to re- 
lieve the Federal Government from dependence on 
a fragile bank currency, and to relieve it from de- 
pendence on fragi'e banks to keepiis money. Itis 
now dependent on both; and experience proves that 
it is leanirg on a broken reed. It is to make this 
great Government—the world’s last hope for repub- 
l.can liberty—to make it independent of petty cor- 
porations, themselves the heipless dependents of 
others. Sir, what is the banking system of the 
United States but the tail, the fungus, the excres- 
to be cut off and 
sacrificed every time that the mother system in 
Eng'and requires it to te immolated for her preser- 
vation? What is it but this? Lock at it in all its 
parts—in the aggrega‘e as well as the segregate— 
and see what it is—how weak in itself and how de- 
others. The banks of the South and 
‘Wes|, built upon the sandy foundation of borrowed 
paper, are d! pendent upon those 
east; those of the Norheast are dependent 
upon the paper fabric of England: and this 
irail work of lawn and gossamer is itself de- 
pendent upon the generos.ty of Holland and 
France. The whole banking system of the United 
States has its centre in London! its masters are 
there! All the business of our country is linked to 
a chain whose fast end is in London. And shall the 
Government of the United States remain dependent 
upon a system whore masters are in London? Shall 
it remaiu linked to a chain whose fast end is there? 
The enemies of the Independent Trezsury say it 
shall; its friends say it shall nct; and this is the 
question now to be tried. If the bill passes, this 
Gorernment becemes independent of the paper 
system whore masters are in London: if it fails, 
we remain subject to them; and, just so often as 
their wants require it, or their policy dictates it, 
this Government is to be deprived of its revenues, 
reduced to the use of broken bank paper; and its 
eitiz.ns denied shillings for the post office, or the 
market, while ship loads of go'd and silver are de- 
spxtched to our masters in England. 

Mr. President, I have been accustomed for a long 
time—for years past—to hear our paper system 
orators attack and deride hard money, and stigma- 
tize as barbarf-ns the pa'ions which use it. To 


| listen te them, and a hard money currency is the 


very badge and evidence of barbarism. Asiatics, 
Africans, and savage Indians, aretheir exempl fica- 


tons of such nations; and to the level of these would 
they reduce ali the people who prefer gold to paper. 


“This is a fine compliment to the hard money men 


who framed cur Constitution. and believed they 
had conferred the greatest blessing upon us in 
giving us a hard mcney Government. It is 
a fine compliment to our Eng'ish ancestors, 
who had no paper currency until the fore- 
part of the la:t century. It is a fine compli- 
ment to those Greeks and Romans to whom we are 
accusiomed to look for all that is great and beauti- 
ful in the human race, and who never had a con- 
ception of paper money. It isa fine compliment 
to France, which now has a specie currency of 
five hundred and fifiy millions of dollars, and no 
bank note less than five hundred francs. It is a 
fine compliment to all these people and na- 
tions. But, letting that pass, I should be glad 
to stop a moment with these paper orators in 
the little kingdom formerly repub'ic, of Holland— 
that ancient Batavi, where Julius Cæ:ar found 
the bravest of the Gauls, and ask them what 
they think of the barbarism of the country which 
has produced such statesmen as the De Witts, 
the Barneveldts, and some of the princes of 


Orange; which has produced such generals as 


of the North- | 
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Tromp, de Ruyter, Prince Maurice, and Winter? 
Such admirals as Van Tromp, who sailed up the 
Thames witha broom at his masthead, significant ef 
his having swept the chann: 1 and the ocean? Such 
physicians as Boerhaave—such theologians as 
Gomar and Arminius—such scholar: and civilians 
as Erasmus, Grot.us, Lewenhoeck, Heinsius, Gro- 
novious, end Swammerdam, such painters as 
Rembrandt? I would like to know what these 
orators think of the barbarism of the country, 
which has produced such men as these; and which, 
besides, was the birthplace of the agriculture, the 
commerce, and the manufactures which now en- 
rich and adom England, France and so many 
other countries? What they think of the 
country which gave tə Europe and the world, the 
telescope, the microscope, the pendulum, and the 
thermometer? that country which, before the Ame- 


rican Revolution, was the as ylum and the 
refuge of the persecuted in rel'gion, in 
polities and in lierature? that country in 


which Bayle composed his great work, and where 
Peter the Great worked at the ship-carpenter’s 
trade? that eountry which was the home of print- 
ing, the resort of scholars, the seat of renowned 
universities, the mother and the patroness of the 
fine and the useful atts; and which, for a long 
time, was regarded as the Eye of Europe, as 
Athens had been cal'ed the Eye of Greece? Accord- 
ing to the reasoning of these orators, and their test 
of barbarism, this Holland mut have been a 
savage place; for she had no bank notes all this 
while, nothing but hard money and the commer- 
cial bill of exchange. According to them, the 
very badge and evidence of barbarism was upon 
her. Her rank, in the scale of civi ization, was 
that of Africa, Asia, and ovr Indian tribes ! 

Sir, there is nothing more humiliating in the 
whele circle of political economy than the speech 
of a paper system orator in praite of paper money 
and bank credits, and in abuse of hard money and 
ready pay. Allhis notions are drawn from Eng- 
land—drawn from her since she became a paper 
money country. This modern England is the ob- 
ject of his study, the example of his imitation, the 
idolatrous subject of his worship. All his notions 
of finance and currency must be drawn from that 
source, wheie the banks have been in astate of 
suspension exactly the one-half of the last. filty 
years; while France and Holland, whose currencies 
have remained unshakea amidst wars, invasions, 
rebellions, and changes of dynasty, and which are 
the SAVIORS of Eng'and from her own false sys- 
tem, are overlooked and despised. Yet France 
and Holland present the two highest models 
for the study of currency which the bis- 
tory of the world affords. At this very mo- 
ment we see the Bank of England end 
the Bank of the United States going to 
France and Holland to seek rèlicf from impending 
destruction; yet we study and copy the examples of 
these mendicant stekers after relief, while thote 
who save and relieve them are overlooked and 
In consequence, we have the basest 
currency in the worlid—one which makes the 
South and the West the slave of the Northeast, 
while the Northeest itself is the slave of England, 
while England herself is a victim to her own vi- 
cious sy:tem, and only saved from pericdical de- 
stroctioa by the generosity of Holland and France. 

France has tried beth paper and gold, and the sta- 
dy of six years of her his‘ory—the study of it from 
1799 to 1806—from the exclusive depreciated pa- 
per currency of the Republic to the exclusive spé- 
cie currency of the Emp're—will teach all nations 
the easy way to reform a ruined currency, and to 
iecover the solid one, which is the only sure basis 
of public and private—of national and individual, 
prosperity. When Bonaparte became First Con- 
sul, in 1799, the currency of France was far worse 
than that of Michigan or Mississippi at this mo- 
ment. Neither the Government, nor the people, 
had specie; nothing but astignats and mandats, 
wholly inconvertible and ruinously depreciated; 
yet; in six years, that great man had chaed away 
paper, and brovght in above five hundred millions 
of gold and silver; enough to revive industry, ta 
sustain prices, to reward labor, to defray the ex- 
penses of wars and of the Imperial: Court; to make 
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Toads, canals and docks, and to build a navy; 
enough, in a word, for the habitual currency of the 
forty millions of souls who constituted the popula- 
tion of the Empire. 
Holland is another subject for the study of the 
American statesman. A »mall territory of eleven 
thousand square miles, lying below the level of the 
sea—drawing fifty feet waleras Hudibras rhymes 
t—and walled in to keep the sea out; a soil of clay, 
sand, and loam; a disadvantageous climate; with- 
out a mine, a fossil, a stone, a mineral, or a forest 
tree: this jittle country, so small in itsel’, and so 
lite favored by nature, besides the pre-eminence 
which it attained in agriculture, manufactures, 
and commerce; in military and naval warfare; in 
learning and in science; in the useful and 
in the fine aris; besides a'l this, this little 
coun- ry cont tuted itself the SPECIE WARE- 
HOUSE OF EUROPE AND AMERICA! lend- 
ing. gold to all nations; to emperors, kings, and 
princes; to cities, states, aad corporations; to this 
eity even, which, with its six milhons of chartered 
bank capital, was unable to pay back either prin- 
cipal or interest; and must have becn sold upon 
thirty days’? notice at public auction, if the 
United States had not assumed the debt. This is 
Holland;a country which has no paper money banks, 
bat which has merchants who are able to save the 
Baak of England, and the Bank of the United 
States, from breaking like glass; merchants who are 
able to lend gold by the million at four per centum 
per annum, while we give two per cent. a month 
tor depreciated paper; who are able to purchase 
every dry goods store in such a State as Missouri, 
(St. Louis included,) pay down for them in gold, 
then set fire to them and barn them up, and never 
know that they hadlost any thing except by the 
change of figures at the foot of the balance sheet. This 
is Holland, and her merchants, who never saw a 
bank rote; and yet we have dry good merchants 
in Missouri, whose store a real strong man cou!d 
run a stick through, and hang over his shoulder, 
and walk off with; and who undertake to persuade 
people that they can do no business at all—can 
credit nobody, and mu:t sue every body—unless 
they havea branch of the United States Bank to 
accommodate them wi h paper credits. 
Yes, sr; this is Holland, the spec'e magazine of 
Europe and America; the meadow and the garden 
of Europe; the happy home of a.rich, moral, and 


tranqoil population of 200 to the square mile; and- 


which has made itself what it is, not by bui!ding 
paper credit banks, and borrowing money on the 
Terources of pocterity, but by INDUSTRY, 
ECONOMY, HARD MONEY, and SHORT 
CREDIT. 

Holland is the country for our statesmen to 
study; but if she is too distant, let them cross over 
to the island of Cuba, and there see a population 
of less than one million and near onc halt of 
them slaves, carrying on an immense com- 
merce, building a commercial city second only 
to New York in the New World, paying twenty-one 
millions of dollars annually ia direct and indirect 
coutribu'ions to the Governmeni; paying high for 
wages, produce, and property; and doing the whole 
upon gold alone and the commercial bill of ex- 
change! Isay, and repeat, upon go'd alone, and 
this bill of exchange; for a bank note of any kind, 
and a piece of silver, except of twenty-five cents and 
under, for change, is not to be seen upon the island. 


_To our Southern S:ates—to the whole cotton, 
rice, tobacco, and sugar growing region—now so 
grievously afflicted with the curses of the paper 
system; to allthis region I would say, study the 
financial history of Holland, France, and Cuba. 
Follow their example! emulate their solid currency. 
Jmitate them! and in a few years you will not only 
be lifted from the misery, degradation, demoraliza- 
tion and rain of a depreciated currency, but you will 
havea superabundance of real money; goid enough 
for all your own uses, and to lend to all 
America besides. You will become the specie 
warehouse of the commercial world; to which all 
nations will resort to borrow gold, and which will 
return to you the instant they have borrowed it. 
Your hundred millions of exportable productions, 
and augmenting every year, will quickly produce 
fhis magic change, if, emerging from the Serbo- 


nian bog of paper money in which you are now 
sunk, you plant yourselves on the solid rock ef gold and silver. 
To the other States I would say, do the like; and the like re- 
sults, to a less extent, will be your reward and your blessing. 
At least imitate France, and eschew all paper below one hun- 
dred doliars. But this is their own affair. As things now 
stand, it belongs to them to afflict or to bless themselves. To 
the Federal Government it belongs, as the preservation of the 
sacred fire belonged to the Roman vestals—to this Government 
it belengs to preserve the sacred currency of the Constitution. 
To this Government it belongs to do this; and to a long series 
of measures pursued for this purpose, for the last ten years, the 
establishment of the Independent Treasury now comes in as the 
crowning act to seal and consummate the whole. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he thought it his duty to 
notice this motion to amend the bill, that the 
Senate might understand its effect. For himself, 
he did not consider it of the least possible impor- 
tance to retain the words which were propos:d to 
be stricken out. They were intended asa rule, 
requiring the Treasury to receive such paper as 
was issued by and under the responsibility of this 
Government. The bill, as it was now, would 
come into operation on the first of July next; on 
the thirtieth of June next the last Treasury note, 
issued on the authority of Congress for the last two 
Sessions, would become redeemable, so that Mr. 
W. was not aware that, when the bill would ecme 
into operation, one dollar of Government paper 
would be afloat. But, supposing Congress at any 
future time should pass laws making paper 
receivable, it must be then receivable, by such 
laws, or this clause would not make itso. There 
was no objection, therefore, to the striking out the 
words, und yet there could be no great practical mis- 
chief in retaining them. It was of little consequence 
either way. 

Mr CALHOUN was understood 
entirely in the views of Mr Wricur. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky. I would as’ the 
Senator from from New Yoik what is his 
unders'anding of the operation of the bill in a 
case of this kind: The Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United State issues a warrant in the course 
of his disbursements on the receiver-general at 
New York, and the holver of the warrant is perhaps 
in Philadelphia, or Boston, or Charleston, or New 
Orleans; would he not te authorized with his bill 
or warrant to make payment of his dues on im- 
Pportations at the cnstom-house where he happens 
to be, or mu:t he go to New York to the receiver- 
general to dispcse of his warrant? 

Mr. WRIGHT. I do not suppose the amend- 
ment or the bill, as it is now, would affect that 
matter atall. They now take such warrants at 
the Treasury, or in any pari of the country. 

Mr. CLAY. Then I understand the con‘trac- 
tion of the till by the chairman to be, that, the 
colector at Charleston, or elsewhere, to whom a 
warrant is tendered, drawn un New York, while 
he is not compe led to receive it, yet is not pro- 
hibited from receivirg it by this bill in either form. 

Mr WRIGHT. Precisely se. 

Mr. BENTON said he believed he should have 
a unanimous vote in favor of his motion to strike 
out. He would consider this an indication of the 
sentiment of the Senate against the future issue cf 
Federal paper money. That this might appear on 
the record, he called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. NORVELL said that, in giving his vote to 
strike out the provision of the bill, which admitted 
the reception and disbursemert of bills or Treasury 
notes issued under the authority of the United 
Sates, he wished it to be distinctly understcod that 
he did not vote'in con'emplation of the fact that 
this Government should, in no exigency, and upon 
no occasion when its necessities might require it, 
emit biils of credit to meet the emergency. Occa- 
sions would arise on which the use of Treasury 
notes, or some similar paper by the Government, 
would be indispensable. He had made this decla- 
ration because of the intimation that the decision 
of the Senafe on this motion might be produced 
against any proposition to issue Government paper 
hereafter, if our necessities require it. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he, like the Senator 
from Michigan, [Mr. NorvELL,] would not permit, 
by his silence, the mover of the amendment to 
draw an inference from his vote not intended. He 
would vote for the amendment, because he consi- 
dered it, under exis:ing circumstanees, perfectly 


to concur 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Independent Treasury—Mr. Cluy, of Ky. 


= $3 
Senate. 


immaterial; and thus thinking, he wes ready to ac- 
commodate any member who preferred the bill 
without the words proposed to be struck ont, and 
not because he thought that the Government ought 
never to resort to the use of its own credit in its 
fiscal operations. He thought no such thing, but, 
on the contrary, he believed it would be often con- 
venient, and sometimes indispensable, to make the 
resort. He felt called on to make this declaration, 
to repel the intend:d inference, as far as his vote 
was concerned, 

Mr. WALKER said: I vote for the motion, with 
a view to consumma’e the divorce of the Govern- 
ment fr.m the whole paper system. During the 
late canvass in Mississippi, the clause now pro- 
posed to be expunged, was designated by our op- 
ponents as creating Federal paper money, and that 
if this clause did not at once organise a Govern- 
ment bank, it was inserted with a view to the fu- 
tare establishment of sachan institution. I wish, 
therefcre, by excluding this clause, to silence all 
such objections, and render the divorce as com- 
plete from a Federal, as froma State paper system. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky. I wou'd give my 
vote on the yeas and nays to accommodate almost 
any body. But if the object now is to prevent the 
issue of all paper by Federal authority, and the esta- 
blishment of a Government bank, there must be 
a great many more things done than this striking 
oul; two things more at least; that is, sundry other 
amendments must be made, and the bill mast de- 
clare that no fature Congress shall authorize the 
issue or the receipt of paper money in the country, 
If the object is, as the Senator last up has stated it, 
there should be a prohibitory clause to that effect. 

But the case I will now put is this. A man 
comes to Washington and gets a $500 Treasury 
warrant, which he wishes to transfer to A B orC, 
and he does so transfer it, say to the hands of a 
merchant at Charle-ton. And there what is its 
value? Itis there worth just as much more id 
specie as the difference in exchange; and if that is 
one percent. the warrant is worth one per cent. 
more than the specie. Can there be a doubt that the 
collector would receive it? Or, take the opposite 
side of the Union, and suppose a Treasury warrant 
drawn on New York is transferred to Boston. 
There itis at par. At one place a Treasury warrant 
on New York commands a premium, at another it 
is at par, and itis nowhere below par. Now if 
you want to prevent the issue and use of such pa: 
per, you must, at least, do the two things which I 
Stated: first prohibit such issue and vse, and then 
you must insert a clause declaring that no future 
Congress shall very from the requisition of the bill 
in this respect. 

Mr. ALLEN. This bill itself w'll be an act of 
Congress when it is s'gned, and no more; and it can, 
therefore, have no more force than any future act 
of Congress. I have, therefore, risen solely to say 
that this Congress has not the power of binding any 
future Congress whatever. 

Mr. CLAY. The Senator from Ohio has not 
heretofore remarked me as saying that this Con- 
gress has the power of binding a future Congress. 
Sir, I beleve there isa Government bank farking 
in this bill. Gentlemen say no: we do not mean to 
have a Government bank; we will have nothing but 
specie. So the Senator from Missomi move: to 
strike out a certaia clause inserted by his friend 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Cataoun,] which ad- 
mitted the receipt of paper of certsin kinds. And 
I say, the gentlemen will not accomplish their pur- 
pose by this alone, if they would have nothing but 
spec.e. The paper will be out. Supposing pay- 
ment is to be made for land; is it your purpose to 
prevent the drawing out of specie by means of Go- 
vernmeat paper? Sir, I stated an impossible case, 
(binding a future Congress,) to show that . either 
that which is impossible must be d ne, or this may 
lead to a Government bank. Gentlemen may 
make their own bed as they please, bat they will 
find thorns and thistles enough ia it when they 
come to lie down. I understand the Senator i re 
South Carolina, though he had yeast to PE io 
ing out, now objects both to the striking A uinie 
the insertion of a clause prohibitory on any 

ter unders‘ood Mr. Car- 
Congress. [So.the Report uy.] Sir, if this bill 
ROUN, but heard him indistinct.) “ity 
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is simply a hard money bill, and there is to be no 
Government bank——but [striking the bill with 
emphasis] there’s the bank. 

Mr. CALHOUN. It is said that extremes sme- 
times meet, the truth of which we have an illus- 
tration in this case, in which the avowed opponent, 
and the avowed friend, of the credit system, object 
to the Government using its vwa credit; the one to 
the use of Treasury notes, and the other to the use 
of Treasury drafts. J, as the friend of the final 
and complete divorce of Government and banks, 
am opposed to the views of each extreme. It is 
my conviction, that if the Government should 
have the blindness to repudiate the use of ils own 
credit, it would go far to defeat the policy of this 
bill, by restoring, in the end, the very union it is in- 
tended to dissever. The reasonisobvious. Paper 
has, to aceriain extent, a decided advantage over 
gold and silver. It is preferab'e, in large and dis- 
tant transactions, and cannot, in a country like 
ours, be dispensed with in the fiscal action of the 
Government, without much unnecessary expense 
and inconvenience; the truth of which would soon 


be manifest, if the Government should assent 10 | 


dispense with the uss of Treasury drafis. But 
that is not the only form in which it may be con- 
venient or necessary for it to us? its own crecit. 
It may be compelled to use it for circulation, in a 
more permanent form, as the only means of avoid- 
ing what I regard a great evil, a Federal det. I 
am decidedly opposed to governmental loans. I 
believe them to be,-in reality, little better than a 
fraud on the community, if made in bank notes, 


and highly injurious if made in large amounts in | 
saw enough in the late war to put me | 


specie. I 
oo my guard against them. I saw the Government 
borrow the notes of insolvent banks, the credit of 
which depended almost exc'usively on the fact, 
that they were received and disbursed by the Go- 
vernment as money. I saw the Government borrow 
thee worthless rag:, but for the credit it gave 
them atthe rate of eighty for one hundred; that is, 
for every eighty dollars it borrowed of these notes, 
it gave one hundred dollars of its stock, bearing six 
per cent. interest. Still worse: I saw the Govern- 
ment, with the view of conciliating the banks, 
which were fleecing the community, permit them 
to discredit its own paper, by refusing to receive its 
Treasury notes at par, though bearing six per 
cent. interest, for their own worthless trash, with- 
out interest; and thus degrading and sinking i's own 
credit be'ow that of insolvent banks. Ail this I 
saw. 

Now, sir, hold that it is only by the judicious use 
of Government credit, that a repetition of a similar 
siate of things can be avoided, in the event of 
another war. It maybe laid down as a maxim, that 
without banks and bank notes, large Government 
loans are impracticable, and without some sub- 

titate, such loans, in the event of war, would he 
unavoidab!e. The only sabstitute will be found to 
be in the direct use, by the Government, of its own 
credit. Now, asI rezard the borrowing from banks 
not only as one link in the connection between 
Government and banks, but as inevitably leading 
to the use of bank notes in the co'lec'ivn and d's- 
barsements of its revenue, I also regard the use 
by the Government of its own credit, in the form of 
Treasury-notes, or some other and tetter ferm, as 
indispensable to the permanent success of the po- 
liey of this bll. If the Government had relied on 
its credit, instead of loans from banks, in the laie 
war; if it had then refused to receive and pay 
away bank notes, as this bill proposes, or had 
but the manliness to refuse to receive the no'es of 
banks that refused to receive its notes at par, I 
venture little in saying, that the expense of the war 
might have been reduced forty millions. 

For these reatons, I cannot assent that the Go- 
yvernment should repudiate the use of its own credit, 
nor do I believe that such is the sense of this body. 
Sheuld there be any one of a contrary opinion, 
Jet bim submit a direct proposition to prohibit the 
Government from the use of i's credit. I would 
be glad to see the vote on sech a proposition. In- 

stead of being unanimous in its favor, as the mover 
of the amendment would have us believe, it is far 
more probable it would be nearly so the other 


vey. 
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Bot, I am told, that the provision now proposed 
to be struck out, was in an amendment that I 
moved at the extra session, containing what is usu- 
ally called the specie feature. That is true, but 
is easily explained. It was then known that there 
was a large temporary deficitin the revenue, which 
I preferred meeting by the use of our own credits 
lo a loan from the banks. But now we are told 
that there will te no deficits, and, of course, that 
reason does not apply. 1 must, however, say, that 
according to my impression, there will be a deficit 
before the end of the year of some millions, with- 
out the most rigid economy; and one of the motives 
I have for acquiescing in the proposed amendment, 
is to enforce such economy, by increasing the diffi- 
culty of providing for the deficit should there be 
one. In that case, it is clear there will be a con- 
flict between the advocates of loans and of Govern- 
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ment credit, in which, if it should come, I need not | 
"i pense of raisng cot'on, superinduced here by oor 


say on which side I shall be found. 
Mr. WALKER «aid it might be dishonest to re- 
fuse to redeem any vutstanding Treasury notes; 


not go into effect until two years after all these 
notes fell due, and when, of course, they would all 
have been redeemed; but if, by ary acci-lent, any 
portion of them still remained ovtstanding, they 
could be liqnidated in specie by the Government, 


| although not receivable for Government dues. AS 


to the proposition that we are or are not to declare 
| that we will never, under any circumstances, issue 
Treasury notes, 1t was wholly unnecessary to make 
any such declaration. Perhaps, in the emergency 
of a war, Treasury no'es might again be issued, 


but in time of peace, I weu'd always prefer a loan, 
if practicable, in case of any deficiency in the Trea- 
sury, for a loan was more direct, and it would ren- 
der us more economical than would a resort to the 
more easy but perilons exp‘dient of issu ng Fede- 
ral paper money. Put my objection is stili deeper 
than this. Iam again-tthe whole paper system, 
and believe that an expansion of a paper currency, 
whatever form it may assume, except for distant 
exchanges, is greatly injurious to the prosperity of 
this country, and this, whether such a currency be 
nominally ccnvertible, cr inconvertible, depreci- 
ated, or at par. A depreciation augmen’s the in- 
- jury, but itis great even before the paper becomes 
irredeemable. The result is this, that during the 
expansion there is a great nominal rise in the price 
ot property, real and perscnal, excepting exports 
and in the wages of labor, and nothing can be 
raised or preduce! in th’s country for sale abroad, 
except at an expense so enormous as almost to 
annihilate all profits. Let us but contrast the con- 
dition of the island of Cuba, upon our very bor- 
ders, with that of our own country. In Cuba, the 
currency is entirely metallic; her population only 
about nine hundred thousand, one-third of whom, 
as has been truly stated, are slaves; and yet, with 
a presperity almost unexampled, with agriculture 
and commerce flourishing, and an annual import 
and expost of forty-three millions of dollars, whilst 
distress and embarrassment here are almost uni- 
versal, even in those States possessing the richest 
sol and staples, with natural advantages much 
greater thin Cuba, and with the great addi- 
tional advantage of a free Government. Why, 
then, this difference? It is the contrast between 
the result of the metallic and paper currency. Jn 
Cuba, they have no peri.dical revulsions, and, 
from their currency, the expense of raising their 
products is so small, that the profit is great even at 
a limited price, and they can export, at a profit, 
throughout the world. From 1816, until 1836, 
whilst the duty on brown sugar was a! three cents a 
pound, have not the Cuba planters in‘roduced their 
products into New Orleans, into the heart of our 
sugargrowing region of Louisiana, and undersold 
usin our own market; and that, too, after paying 
the duty on foreign sugar of three cent a pound, 
aud at leat one cent a pound additional for freight, 
insurance, and other charges; and this, too, when, 
during part of this period, brown sugar commanded 
at New Orleans but six cents a pound? If, then, 
from this price received, of six cents per pound, we 
deduct the four cents, before specified, for the daty 
and other charges of freight, &c. but two cen's per 
pound will have been actually received here by the 


but the provis ons of th's bill, in this particular, did : 


‘will tell you what will come. 


Cuba planter for his sugar; and if we allow one 
ceat per pound for profit, the expense of raising 
the article, including the annual interest on the 
original investment, would have been but one cent 
per pound. This may or may not be the exact ex- 
pense, but still all will perceive the wonderful dif- 
ference in the cost of production in the two 
countries. Bat suppose you inflict upon Cuba 
the curse of the paper system, and fill the isl- 
land with banks and an expanded currency, what 
will be the rezult? Why, you will double, or 
quadrurle, as the case may be, the expense of rais- 
ing her preducts ; she cannot export them for sale 
at a profit, as heretofore, thoughout the world ; her 


| imports would increase, her exports diminish, her 
|| paper system explode, as itever has dune wherever 


introduced, and rain and embarrassment would be 
substituted for wealth and prosperity. Andis not 
the contrast equally great asto the increased ex- 


paper system, whi'st that cotton sells for no more 
in Liverpool, than a similar article, raised at one- 
third the expense in other countries, where there is 
no paper money. This difference in the expense 
of raising the stap'es of the South, is the tax im- 
po:ed upon the planter by the bank paper system, 
and it can and shall be demonstrated, at the prozer 
time, that nearly an equal tax is impcsed in the 
same manner, by the same system, upon the man- 
ufacturing and navigating interest. In truth, the 


` rate of profit upon all the capital invested in all the 


branches of industry, is the surest barometer 
of the annual increase of iational wealsh, and that 
profit is vastly d.minished by the bank paper sys- 
tem. Being, then, orpes:d, upon these principles, 
to any paper money system, State or Federal, I 
shall vote to strike out the clause which would 
seem to countenance the future issue of Govern- 
ment paper. 


Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky. I wi!l not embark 
on the subject of the tariff except so far as I must 
that | may not be misunderstood. But £ would 
call the attention of the €enate to the different 
positions of the friends of the bill. Some of them 
are against all paper; they would as soon have the 
hydropbobja. Another (the Senator from South 
Carolina) would have paper; but, then, it must he 
his paper, that is, a Government paper. Still, he 
would use a certain measure of paper. ‘That is 
the situation of the friends of this bill; and, sir, I 
Before the Congress 
terminates, thee gentlemen will have the oppor- 
tunity of showing their attachment or their aver- 
sion to the Federal paper system; for I have no 
doubt that the Secretary of the Treasury, long 
before th's session is over, will have in a proposi- 
tion for Trasury paper. He has already hinted it 
in a manner sufficiently intelligible, especially 
taking into view the manner vsed in expressing 
himself, by the head cf the Treasury, wh: se per- 
sp'cuity is known so well every where in the public 
and po'itical world. Yes, before this s*s-ion ter- 
minatesin Jnne or July, you will find the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury askiog for paper to mret the 
expenses of the Government. That will bring the 
mark as to what course these friends of specie wiil 
take on the subject. And what course will they 
take when such a proposition comes fer Treasury 
note-! 


Mr. CALHOUN. If we must use credit, I 
wou'd infinitely rather use cur own than that of 
banks. But as to the currency, I concur almost 
in every sentiment which has bren uttered by the 
Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Watker.] He 
could not do better than to contrast our own state 
with that of Cuba. Cuba is now in a floutishing 
condition, while the State of Mississippi is in a 
state of extreme distress. That Senator cannot 
push the specie cnrrency further than I, if the 
country were out of debt. I wish simply, if there 
must te a temporary credit, that the Government 
should use its own credit. 


_ Mr. CLAY. If the Senator from South Caro- 
lna is for using the credit of the Government, and 
is opposed to notes and to Treasury notes, in 
iar i would he use the credit of the Govern- 
mn ; 

The question was then taken on Mr, BENTON’S 
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amendment, and it was carried—ayes 33, noes 6, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Betts, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, 
Norvell, Phelps, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connect cut, 
Strange, Tappan, Walker, White, and Wright—33. 

NAYS—Messrs. Dixon, Henderson, Nicholas, 
Smith of Indiana, Williams, and Young—6 

Mr. WALKER then moved to strike cut that 
poriion of the bill which provided for the use of the 
vaults of banks by officers of the Government. 
He was opposed 10 acknowledging that, in any 
contingency, was the use of these corporations ne- 
cessary for the purposes of the Government. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


SPEECH OF MR CLAY, 
OF ALABAMA. iw 
In Senate, Monday, February 3, 1840—Op Mr. 
Gronpy’s report in relation to thk assum#tion of 
the debts of the States by the erak“ Govern- 
meat. E F 
Mr. CLAY rose and said: } i . 
Mr. Presipent: this debate appegfs to me to be 
singular aad extraordinary, in sgeveral points of 
vew. It seems to me iill-timed ghd unprecedented 
in the present stage of the business. It will be 
borne in mind that certain resolutions, involving 
various principles and propositions, were intro- 
duced at an early period of the session by an ho- 
norable member, [Mr. Benron,] and, after lying 
on our table some time, were taken up, and some- 
what discussed. We were favored by the hono- 
rable mover himself, with a full and able exposi- 
tion of his views and purp2ses; and, almost without 
© ‘jection to the propriety or expediency of the course 
proposed, on motion of the Senator from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Grunpy,] the whole subject was referred to a 
select committee, to consist of seven members. 
That committee took the resolut’oas under consi- 
deration, and, after ample time for that del bera- 
tion which their importance demanded, they had, 
tarough their chairman, [Mr. Grunpy,] submitted 
an able report. But no sooner had the report 
been made—before there had been time to under- 
stand its contents—without suffering it to be print- 
ed—which Mr. C. believed had heretofore been the 
universal practice, before any attempt at discussion— 
objections had been raised, rather to the reasoning, 
than to the conclusions, of the committee; and 
an argument on all the important matters sup- 
posed to be involved, thus forced upon us. Mr. C. 
losisted that a di cussion of such grave questions of 
constitutional law, and of policy and expediency, 
affecting the interest and welfare of the nation, at 
the present t'me, and under such circumstances, 
was altogether prematare. He said it was unjust 
and illiberal toward the committee thus to enter 
upon the merits of their report before it was 
printed, and before it could possibly be read and 
understood by those who were called upon to 
award judgment upon the matters it contained. 
Mr. C. said it was even unfair toward the other 
members of this honorable bedy, to: call for their 
votes upon the report without án opportunity for 
investigation. One objection, which had been 
urged with great apparent earnestness, was, to 
Mr. C’s mind, most singular indeed; that was, in 
effect, that the subject-matter of the report was not 
properly before us—that it was, as the lawyers 
express It, entirely corem non judice. Now, (said 
Mr. C.) if we are to be bound by technical rules, it is 
altogether too late to take such an objection: a plea 
to the Jurisdiction ought to be filed before pleading 
to the merits, and before an imparlance, it he cor- 
rectly remembered the doctrine. The proper time 
to have made it was when the resolutions were 
offered; those opposed to them on the ground Stated, | 
should then have objected to receiving them, or, as. 
soon as they were read, have moved, without 
further action, to lay them on the table definitively. 
So far from this having been done, the reference is 
made and acquiesced in on all sides. Moreover, 
(Mr. C. said,) the course pursued on this occasion 
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was destitute of that courtesy which usually distin- 
guished this body, both toward the chairman aud 
the other members of the committee. After 
Propositions had been regularly submitted, ani 
clearly entertained by the Senate, and re- 
ferred to a committee, did it not become their 
imperative duty to. investigate and report upon 
them? Most unquestionably it did. Then, how 
unjusifiable, in any ‘member of the Senate, to 
charge the committee with having travelled out of 
line of their duty, and assumed unwarrantable pow- 
ers,when they have only dore what we commanded 
them todo! Why, sir, gentle men have charged 
the committee, in terms not very respectful, to say 
the least, with “impeitinent intermeddling with 
the affairs of the States’—and it has been con- 
temptucusly demanded of my venerable friend from 
Tennessove,the honorable chairman, [Mr.Grunpy,] 
“Who authorized you to inquire into the indebted- 
ness of the State?” ‘Under what authority did 
you examine into the character and objects of 
State stocks?” The honorable chairman re- 
sponded very happily, and with great promptitude. 
He spoke traly when he said, “You author.zed me, 
the resolution of the Senate required me, to make 
the investigation alluded to.” Sir, (said Mr. C.) 
what sort of justice or magnanimity would there 


be in those who possessed and exercised the power | 


to command an agent to perform a given duty; 
and who, when the duty had been truly and faith- 
fully performed, wcald turn upon him, and insult- 
ingly demand, “ By what authority have you done 
tbis thing?” Why, sir, would it not be downright 
mockery? Issuch treatment the just reward of 
obedience and fidelity? 


tions upon the character of this debate, in another 
point ef view. The gentlemen who have res's'ed 
printing this report assume to be conservators of 
the rights and dignity of the States, which, they 
allege, are infringed by its matier and argument. 
Why, sir, really if the friends of State rights— 
more especially as they are understood in the quar- 
ter of the Union whence I come—know the dra- 
matis persone, as I do, they must smile (I' will not 
say incredulously) at this new recruit of friends. 
Who are these new State R’ghis champions, who 
now manifest so much sensibility lest the rights of 
the States be touched or impugned? Those who 
have manifested the mest zeal and excitement on 
this occasion, are the two Senators from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Critrenpen and Mr. Cray,] the Senator 
from Massachusszts, [Mr. Wes-rer,] and the Sena- 
tor from New Jersey [Mr. Soursarp! !] Why, sir, 
when we hear those gentleman declaim ro eloquent- 
ly of State rights, and see them so extremely sensi- 
tive on the subject, is it not enouzh to excite “our 
s l wonder?” When did they become converts 
W this doctrine? Always, heretofore, they have 
heen regarded, as I thought, in favor of the very 
broattest constructions of the Federal Constitution 
~—whereas the frends of State rights are well 
known to favor the most strict construction. It 


must be generally known, that all the gentlemen | 


alluded to have heretofore advocated the power of 
the General Government to carry on a system of 
internal improvements within the States, to create 
a protective tariff, to establish a National Bank; and 
one of them, at least, [Mr. Weszsrer,] if I mistake 
not, holds it to be not only a legitima'e power, but 
even the duty of this Government to create and fur- 
nish a paper currency. How much astonished, and, 
perhaps, gratified, then, must be the friends of 
State rights, to witness this new and powerful ac- 
cession to their ranks—to see gentiemen, who have 
heretofore always indicated, by their act's and ex- 
pressions of sentiment, such faith in the potent 
influence of the terms ‘‘general welfare,” now sud- 
denly espousing their catise with such warm en- 
thusiasm. But, sir, said Mr. C. to treat this branch 
of the snbjegt more seriously, I think the intense 
feeling manifested by our opponents, on this ocea- 


sion, may be very rationaliy accounted for; the 
; able report under consideration may be regarded as 
the sword of truth, which must cleave asunder and - 
,eyt down error, 
“tae. wounded pigeons may be always known by 


whithersoever it is sent— 
their fiatterings”—hence all this show of extraordi- 


nary excitement in the quarter referred to.. 


Senate. 


Sir, said Mr. C. I think it may be easily demon- 
strated that the whole argument on the other side, 
and a!] the objections urged against this report, are 
predicated on assumptions of fact, wholly un- 
founded. Why, sir, it is, in substance, assumed 
that none of the propositions discussed in the report 
are properly before the Senate; that the committee 
had no right to take cognizance of the matters em- 
braced by it; and it has been asked, in a tone of 
iriumph, that ought only to result from a convietion 
of the truth, “how came the sutject here?” ‘Tas 
any State proposed any th ng like an assumption of 
her debts by the General Government?” Sir, said 
Mr. C. we shall presently see. I propose to set the 
facts, so far as I have been able to collect them, 
before the Senate, and before the country. And, 
in the first place, I beg leave to recall your alten- 
tion to some of the resolutions brought in by the 
honorable Senator from Misseuri, and upon which 
the report is grounded. 

[Mr. C. here read the first two resolutions of Mr. 
Benton, as follows:] 

“Resolved, That there is nothing in the Constitution of the 
United States which can authorize the legislative power of the 
Union to assume the debts of the States which have been con- 
tracted for local objects and State purposes. 


“2. That the assumption of such debts either openly, by a 
direct promise to pay them, or disguisedly by going security for 


' their payment, or by creating surplus revenue or applying the 


national funds to pay them, would be a gross and flagrant vio- 
lation of the Constitution, wholly unwarranted by the letter or 
spirit of that instrument, and utterly repugnant to all the objects 
and purposes for which the Fedral Union was formed.” 

Sir, said Mr. C. I wil! not detain the Senate by 
reading the remaining resolutions; they but ampl.- 
fy and enforce the principles distinctly laid down in 
those already brought to your view. The first re- 


; |! solution marches directly up to the question of 
- Bat, sir, (said Mr. C ) Ihave had some reflec- | 


constitutional power in this Government to assume 
the deb’s of the States, which have been contracted 


| for local objects and State purposes; and plainly 


and emphatically denies the existence of any such 

power. To meet the same question, if presented 

n the more insidious and dangerous form of indi- 

rect assumption, the second resolution denies the 

constitutional power of this Government to assame 

such debts of the States ‘‘either openly, by a direct 

promise to pay them, or disguisedly by going se- 

curity for their payment, or by creating surplus 

revenne or applying the national funds to pay 

them;” and affirms that such a proceeding, in any 

of those forms, “would be a gross and flagrant vio- 

lation of the Constitution.” The remainder of 

the resolutions go on to specify the various inju- 

rious, corrupting, dangerous, and ruinous tenden- 

cies of the policy referred to; and intended to be 

met and counteracted by the action of the Senate. 

As before intimated, these resolutions were, at 

an early day of the session, introduced, priated, 

and Jaid upon our table. Ample time’ 
was given for examination and reflection. 

They were taken up and debated by the mover, 

and some others. Did any one then protest against 

the power or expediency of acting upon them? No, 

sir; on the contrary, the gentleman themselves ac- 

quiesced in this course, at least by their silence. 

Nor, during all this time, was it pretended that the 

subject was not properly before us, or that we 

were intermeddiing 1n matters that did not pertain 
to our business. The resolutions were takèt wp: 
after a full explanation of their intended bearing,‘ 
and of the objects and inducements with which 

they had been brought forward; and, upon the mo- 

tion of the honorable Senator from Tennessee, they 

were referred to a select committee of more than 

the usual number of members, for more careful - 
and deliberate examination. Now, under all 

these circumstances, is it not most extraordinary, 

that gentlemen should insist, so vehemently, that- 
the subject is not legitimately before us, and that’ 
the committee have acted unwarrantably in makiag 

theirrepor.? Your first command your servants to 

perform a duty, and, when they have done so, cen 

sure them for their obedience. Sir, said Mr. ©. 

this view of the subject is altogether an: after. 
thought. The pricciples it sets forth. and:main- 

tains, with so much power and ability, do'Rot ae 
the tas'e, and do not correspond smith: the held 

policy of those who have assailed-it atapa ES 

sual virulence, and poured fotih: a E should 

indignation against its autbos=: 4 ag ebecl Ons 

have heard none of the complaints 
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now made. Indeed (said Mr. C.) one of the gen- 
tlemen [Mr. Sovrnarp] has virtually admitted this, 
by avowipg his expectation, when the reference 
was made, thatthe Senator from Tennesssee would 
decline making any reporton this, as he had doue 
on another subject, ata former session. 

But, sir, said Mr. C. no matter when the objec- 
tion to its consideration might have been made, I 
maintain it is within the power and duty of the Se- 
nate to discuss and deliberate upon any subject of 
legislation connected with the rights and interests 
of the nation, and more especially upon one which 
involves questions of such vital importance to ihe 
welfare of our constituents, and even the perma- 
nency and purity of our institutions. The time has 
been when certain gentiemen did not feel so much 
squeamishness and delicacy in reference to the 
power and duty of the Senate. The time was, 
whea some of those who now express so much 
alarm, and profess so much abhorrence for trans- 
cending the supposed limits of our authorily, 
could, and did, without any apparent qualms of 
conscience, vote a virtual impeachment against the 
late President of the United States, in this body, 
though expressly restricted by the Constitution to 
jadicial power alone over such questions, and when 
it was well understood no such proceeding had 
been, or was intended to be, instituted against him 
by the House of Representatives, where the exclu- 
sive power of impeachment existed, under the Con- 
stitution. He said he would leave it for cthers to 
d-cide with what grace such professions of scrupu- 
losity, in the exercise of power, now came from 
that quarter. 

But, sir, said Mr. C. if it were even doubtful 
whether a question of the constitutional power of 
Congress, or of the expediency or inexpediency of 
legislation on a given subject, could be properly 
raised in the Senate, in the mode adopted by the 
Senator from Missouri, there is another ground on 
which the subject must be admitted fairly and ful- 
ly before us. The distribution of the proceeds of 
the public lands, as I shall show more fully here- 
after, is one form of assumpiion of State debts by 
the General Government; and, although it is not 
so open and undisguised in its character, it is not 
the less dangerous on that account. Not to go 
back to the numerous similar propositions, which 
have been presented here fora number of years 
past, the resolutions of the Legisla'nres of no less 
than four States have been presented here on the 

` same subject, pro and con, during the present ses- 
sion of Congress. On the 3lst of December last, 
and some eight or ten days before the appointment 
of the select committee on the resolutions of the 
Senator from Missouri, the resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of New Hampshire were presented by 
the honorable Senator before me, [Mr. Prerce,] 
and similar resolutions of the Legislature of Mis- 
siovri were presented, oa the same day, by the ho- 
norable Senator from that State, farthest from me, 
[Mr. Linn.] Subsequently, and as well as Mr. C. 
recollected, on the 13th of January, the Jate col- 
league of the honorable chairman presented the re- 
solutions of the Legislature of Tennessee—one of 
which was upon the same subject of distribution. 
Still subsequently, but before the report of the Se- 
lect Committee was made, resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Vermont, on the same subject, were pre- 
sented by one.of the honorable Senators from that 
State, (Mr. Pueirs.] Now, sir, said Mr. C. with 
all these facts before us, is it not astonishing that 
honorable gentlemen will rise upon this floor, and 
say the subject has not been brought here. 


. Itig true, sir, that the three States, first named, 
protest against the propoied distribution of the 
proceeds of the public lands, and instruct their 
Senaters, and request their Representatives, to vote 
against any such proposition; while the last named 
State is as decidedly in favor of that measure. 
Bat, sir, does that make any difference as to the 
question at issue, whether the subject has been 
brought before the Senate, by any State, or other- 
wise? Certainly not. It is not alone by affirma- 
tive propositions that a subject may be properly 
presented here. When the Legislature of a sove- 
reign State of this Union has examined, and made 
up æ deliberate opinion, upon any great question 
of constitutional power, or of national policy, and 


has expressly required it to be presented here, al- 
though it might assume a negative shape, it seemed 
to Mr. C. to demand some action on our part. Ac- 
cording to his opinion, in such cases, whether a 
State advised or protested against a measure of so 
much magnitude, it would be more respectful to- 
ward her for us to take the subject into censidera- 
tion, and respond to her views in respectful terms, 
whether we agreed or difered with her in senti- 
ment or doctrine. He thought it indisputabie that 
a Sta'e opposed to a measure—more espec a'ly one 
of such importance as this, which had probably 
been discussed in the Legislatures of all the States, 
and had been agitated amongst the people through- 
out the Union for the last eight years—was at least 
as much entitled to be heard, and have her views 
patiently and well considered, as one in favor of its 
adoption. He thought every gentleman who had 
had much experience in ma'ters of the kind, would 
agree that there was always more danger of too 
much, or over hasty, legislation, than too little. 
Mr. C. said, for his own part, he had always re- 
garded this as a maxim never to be lost s‘ght of, 
from his first entrance into political life. 

Independently of what he had already noticed, 
Mr. C. said he might maintain, with great pro- 
priety, that the question of the assumption of S:ate 
debts by the Federal Government had been kept 
Steadily before the Senate, and before the whole 
country, by a distinct and well known measure, for 
the last eight years. He aliuded to the ‘‘bill to ap- 
propriate, for a limited t'me, the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands of the United States,” 
commonly called the ‘Distribution bill,” which 
had been reported from the Committee on Mann- 
factures, as lung ago as April, 1832, by the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky farthest from him, [Mr. Cray 
of Kentucky,] and which had been ever since in- 
troduced, annually, he believed, by the same S:na- 
tor. Sir, said Mr. C. that bill has steadily brought 
up, and kept before us, and before the whole coun- 
try, this same. question of the assumption of State 
debts by this Government, at least to the extent of 
the amount of the proceeds of the public lands. 
Although it might nvt have gone the full length of 
the assumption of the entire amount of those 
debts, he said he would presently make it manifest, 
that it was precisely the same measure in principle, 
and might justly be regarded as its origin. Mr. C. 
said he would only occupy the time of the Senate 
by reading a single section of the bill, to which he 
alluded. It was in the following word:: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That after deducting the 
said ten per centum, and what, by the compacts aforesaid, has 
heretofore been allowed to the States aforesaid, the residue of 
the nett proceeds of all the public Jands of the United States 
wherever situated, which shal! be sold subsequent to the said 
thirty-first day of December next, shall be divided among the 
twenty-four States of the Union, according to their respective 
Federal representative population, as ascertained by the last 
census, to be applied by the Legislatures of the said States to 
such objects of education, internal improvement, colonization, 
or reimbursement of any existing debt contracted for internal 
improvements, as the said Legislatures may severally designate 
and authorize. 

Sir, said Mr. C. passing by, with a mere glance, 
other.objectionable “objects” of appropriation, de- 
signated by the bill, amongst which were “‘educa- 
tion,” “internal improvement,” (without even a re- 
striction to those of a national character,) ‘‘coloni- 
zation,” (a subject which had never entered the 
imaginations of those who framed the Constitution,) 
this clause is added: “or reimbursement of any ex- 
isting debt, contracted for internal improvements, 
as the said Legislatures may severally designate 
and authorize.” Now, sir, is not this an express 
assumption of the “existing debts [of the States] 
contracted for internal improvements?” Yes, sir, 
it must be admitted on all hands that it is not only 
an undertaking, but assumption and payment, 
both together, as far as the funds arising from the 
sales of the public lands would go. 

Mr. C. saidhe well remembered the first intro- 
duction of the bill he had just noticed. It was 
brought in originally, pending the animgted contest 
for the Presidency in 1832, when its distinguished 
author was one of the candidates for that most re- 
sponsible and exalted station. It immediately be- 
camea subject cf exciting and general attention 
throughout the country. Estimates were soon 
made, and almost universally circulated through 
the public press, exhibiting the amount that each 
State would be entitled to receive, under its provi- 


sons, making the highest amount ever received 
from the public lands, in any one year, the basis of 
calculation. The sum thus held out to each State 
as a boon from the General Government, if the 
measure succeeded, was highly fascinating. Mr. 
C. said, having been, at that time, a member of 
the other House, from cne of the new States, and 
perceiving at once the blighting influence such a 
measure must have upon their growth and prospe- 
rity, his anxiety and upprehensions were intense] 

excited. It was well understood by all who knew 
the constitutional opinions of the distinguished man 
then in the Chief Magistracy of the nation, that he 
could never consistent'y approve, much less recom- 
mend, such a measure; and he could not entirely 


| suppress the fear that a measure, apparently so 


captivating, would give to his compeli‘or, and its 
author, considerably the advantage. In a word, 
(said Mr. C.) I had strong apprehensions that the 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, offered annually 
by this bill to some of the older and most populous 
States, might “seduce them from their propriety.” 
But, thanks to the intelligence, virtue, and devotion 
to the Constitution, which have ever animated the 
American people, on the most trying occasions, 
the contest resulted in the triumphant re-election of 
the then incumbent. Mr. C. said he had at first sup. 
posed that the measure originated with the 6cca- 
sion, and that, having faled to accomplish 
any desired change in public sentiment, it 
weu'd b2 abandoned. But, not so, (said Mr. 
C.) it was brought forward again, at an early 
day of the succeeding session; and so far 
as he had been able tə trace its history, it had been 
iatroduced, session after ses-ion, ever since, per- 
haps with a single exception, substantially in the 
same form. He said he knew of no instance of 
any other measure having been pressed for such a 
number of years, with such unyielding pert nacity 
and such untiring perseverance. Why, sir, (said 
Mr. C.) even at the last session, when it had not 
been introduced as an independent measure, while 
the bill to graduate and reduce the price of that 
portion of the public lands which had been offered 
at public sale and remained unsold, was pending, 
the Senator fiom Kentucky [Mr. Cray] moved to 
strike out all of that bill after the enacting clause, 
and to insert, in lieu of it, all the principal provi- 
sions of his distribution bill. Even sincethe com- 
mencement of the present session, it would be re- 
collec'ed, the same Senator had alluded to it, and 
had expressed his sympathies for the indebted 
States with mech apparent feelirg. And, air, 
(said Mr. C.) shall we now be told, after these 
srequent and persevering efforts to carry a mea- 
Sure, one of whose principal features is not only to 
assume, but to pay, pre-existing debts of the States, 
contracted for State and local objects, that we are 
travelling out of our way when we take up and 
discuss the question of assumption? Does the 
right of discussion belong exclusively to. the -ad- 
vocates of that peculiar measure? And whilst they 
are continually presenting it to the country in the 
most alluring form, and lauding it in terms of the 
highest commendation, must jhose who see ita un- 
constitutionalily and ruinous ‘tendencies remain 
inactive and silent? Mr. C. said, representieg as 
he did, in part, one of the new States, he. should 
feel that he was recreant to duty, and merited the 
execrations of those who had so often honored him 
with their confidence, if he were to remain mute 
and passive under such circumstances. 


Let not gentlemen attempt to escape the re- 
straints of the Constitution, said Mr. C. on the 
ground that there is any difference in favor of the 
power of Congress over that portion of the public 
treasure derived from sales of the public lands, and 
that derived from castoms, or any other sotirce. He 
said any man who wonldexamine the subject, with- 
out prejudice, either with reference to the com- 
pac's between this Government and the States 
which had ceded territory, or under the Constitd- 
tion, must become satisfied that no such power ex- 
isted. The langnage of the Virginia act of cession 
(which embraced much the largest portion of ceded 
territory) was explicit; “that all lands within the 
territory so ceded to the United States, and not 
reserved for, nor appropriated to, any of the before 


| mentioned purposes, or disposed of in bounties to 
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the officers and soldiers of the American army, 
shall be considered a common fund for the use and 
benefit of such of, the United States as have te- 
come, or shall become, members of the Confedera- 
tion or Federal alliance of the said States, Virginia 
inclusive,” &c. The language of the act, by which 
Georgia ceded to the United State the territory 
cumpri-ed within the [limits of Alabama and 
Mississippi, is no less explicit. lt declares that the 

land so ceded (after paying Gecrgia, and satisfying 
certain grants of her own) shall be considered as a 
common fund for the use and benefit of the United 
States, Georgia i: cluded, and shall be faithfully 
disposed of for that purpose, and for no other use 
or purpose whatever.” This act, it would be re- 
membered, passed in 1802, long atter the adoption 
of the Constitution cf the United States; and the 
land ceded was received by this Government, ac- 
cording to its terms. Now, said Mr. C. it is im- 
possible for ingenuity to torture the language 
here employed, intoa meaning to answer the pur- 
pores of the Oppusition: they can never make 
the words, “common fund,” mean twenty-six 
several soms, for the separate and distinct purpcses 
of the different States of the Union. Sir, said Mr. 
C. it is at variance with the whole history of the 
Constitution, which was intended to remedy the 
defects of the Government, under the articles of 
confederation, for general purposes—to “ provide 
for the common defence, to promote the general 
welfare ”—~and to sustain and regulate a National 
Government, leaving the Staies to regulate their 
own affairs. We all know the chief solicitude of 
our Repubiican atcestors was to confine the Ge- 
neral Government to such objects, and limit its 
operation to powers expressly granted. So deter- 
mined were they in this purpose, that they never 
paused in their exertions till they obtained the 
adoption of the tenth article in the amendments, 
which declares, “That powers not delegated to 
the United States by the Consti'ution, nor prohi- 
bited by it to the States, are reserved to the States 
respectively, or to the people.” Where, then, sir, 
is the power “delegated to the United States by 
the Constitution,” to divide the procecds of the 
public lands amonst the several States? Can any 
advocate of the measare point us to the clause ? 
No, sir ; we may defy the advocates of this power 

on this ground. If this view be correct, in 

regard to that portion of the public lands ceded to 

the General Government by the States, how much 

more conclusive is the argumeat against such an 

appropriation of the proceeds of the lands which 

have been purchased from France and Spain? 

Louisiana ‘and Florida had been bought and paid 

for out of the National Treasury. It was now 

generally admitted, that money could not be ap- 
propriated from the National Treasury to defray 

the expenses of State and local improvements. 

Would it change the principle, for money to be 

first laid out in land, and then reconverted into 

cash? Did the money which had been paid out for 
those Territories, when brought back into the Trea- 
sary, by a sale of the lands to individuals, assume 
any new quality, that gave us any new power of 
appropriation? He said he could not conceive 

any such magic influence, to be wrought by the 
simple process of paying out money, and receiving 
it back. ; 

But, sir, said Mr. C. I am occupying your time 
unnecessarily, in the discussion of this question, 
on the present occasion. I desire no better argua- 
ment to go forth to the people of the Union, than 
that which is to bé found in this report. It pre- 
sents the subject with so mach clearness and ability, 
from its or'gin, both in reference to the articles of 
confederation, and the Constitution, that I believe 
no man who will read and understand it, can come 
to any other conclusion, than that any such mea- 
sure would be.a breach of good faith toward the 
States which eeded territory, as well as a violation 
of the plain letter and spirit of the Constitution, - 


‘That such a measure would, Mr. President, not 
only now be inexpedieat, but thac it would have 
béen so, in the highest degree, heretofore, if it had - 
been adopted, is perfectly demonstrable. By re- 
ctrring to the documents of this body, of the last 
session, it will be found, by a report of the Becre- 
tary of the: Treasury, then made, responsive toa 
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resolution of the Senate, that if the act entitled “An 
act to appropriate for a limited time the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands of the United 
States,” (Mr. Cray’s Land Bill,] which passed 
both Houses of Congress, had received the appro- 
bation of the President, and had been acted upon 
up to the 30th September, 1838, the nett pro- 
ceeds, which would have been divided among the 
States, would have amounted to $51,011,732. It 
futther appears, from the same document, that kad 
such dstribution been made on the Ist of 
January, 1839, it would have left a deficiency in 
the receipts of the Treasury, to meet the current 
demards upon it, amounting to $49,246,389 64— 
say, in round numbers, $50,000,000! Yes, sir, 
such would have been the effects of the measure, 
so often and so pertinaciously pressed upon Con- 
gress, if it had become a law; and we should now 
have had a national debt of that amount, unavoid- 
ably created, or we should have been compelled to 
tax our constituents to have prevented it. 

And, sir, can it be pretended, if it were merely 

a question of expediency, without any constitu- 
tional doubt or ditculty, that in the present situa- 
tion of the country—that now, when it has been 
intimated by thos: opposed to the Administration, 
and feared by some of its friends, that we might 
again be compelled to resort to extraordinary 
means to meet the current demands upon the 
Treasury—TI repeat sir, will it be insisted by any 
ene that in the present state of things, we should 
distribute the proceeds of the public Jands for the 
purposes contemplated; or, in other words, assume 
the payment of State “debts contracted for internal 
improvements,” to the amount received from that 
source? Sir, (said Mr. C.) I have no hesitation in 
declaring it as my opinion, that such a proposition 
would, in effect, be assuming the expediency of an 
increase of the tariff to the amount of six or eight 
millions of dollars annually. The receipts from 
the public lands, now contributing to the support 
of the Government, may be considered equal to 
that average, which, being withdrawn fiom that 
object, would result in the necessity, absolute and 
inevitable, of a corresponding increase of taxation 
in some form. Can we believe that the country is 
prepared to acquiesce in a measure even of that 
limited extent? 

But, sir, said Mr. C. independently of the in- 
ducements to examinatioa and action on our part, 
which I have already noticed, we have seen the 
broad proposition for the assumption of the whole 
amount of State debts by the General Government 
plainly enough made in the circular of those well 
known and celebrated English bankers and stockjob- 
bers, Messrs Baring, Brothers and Co. which has al- 
ready been brought to the view of the Senate. As it 
was no doubt the principal cause which gave impulse 
to the advocates of this- bold scheme, on this side of 
the Atlantic, the Senate will pardon me for again 
calling their attention to the insidious form in which 
the plan was originally sent forth. The paragraph 
to which I bave special allusion, is in the following 
words: : 

. “But ifthe whole scheme of internal improvements in the 
Union is tebe carried into effect on the vast scale, and with the 
rapidity lately projected, and by the means of foreign capital, a 
more comprehensive guarantee than that of individual States 
will be required to raise so large an amount in so short a time. 
A national pledge would undoubtedly coliect capital together 
from all parts of Europe; but the forced sales of loans made 
separately by all the individual States. in reckless competition, 
through a number of channels, render the terms more and more 
onerous for all, lower the reputation of American credit, and 
(as reliance is almost exclusively placed on th: London. mar- 
ket) produce-temporary mischief here, by absorbing the floating 
capital, diverting money from regular business, derauging 
banking operations, and producing an unnatural balance of 
trade against this country. It would seem, therefore, as if most 
of the States must either pause in the execution of their works 
of improvement, or some general system of combination must 


be adopted.” í g : 7 J 
Here allusion is artfully made to the internal 


improvements of this country—a subject known to 
be of absorbing interest in almost every part of the 
Union—and we are told, in substance, that this 
“scheme” cannot “be carried into effect on the 
vast scale, and with the rapidity lately projected, 


..and by the means of foreign capital,” without “a 
more comprehensive guarantee than that of individual 
States.” They then set forth more distinctly what - 
they. mean by a more comprehensive guarantee, by 


saying “a national pledge would undoubtedly col- 
leet capital together trom all parts of Europe;” and 
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they reiterate, in the closing sentence of the päras 
graph, that “ihe States must either pause (that is, 
stop) in the execution of their werks of improve- 
ment, or some general system of combination 
(meaning a “national pledge”) must be adopted.” 
What arregance and insolence! Is not this saying to 
the States engaged in internal improvements, too 
plainly to be misunderstood, “we (the Messrs. Ba- 
rings) no longer have confidence in your individual 
good faith and solvency, and therefore we will let 
you have no more money, unless you give us the Ge- 
neral Government, or a combination of the States, 
as securities}? Yes, sir; they say to the sovereign 
States of this Union, “We cannot trust you with- 
out a ‘national pledge’ that you will maintain your 
good faith.” Yet, sir, this vile imputation, com- 
ing from foreign bankers and stockjobbers, against 
the honor and responsibility of the States, does not 
seem to excite the ire of those who have assumed, 
on this occasion, to be the peculiar guardians of 
their rights and dignity; but they pour forth their 
indignation upon us, who would repel such inso- 
lent interference in our affairs, and who would re- 
buke the attempt to dictate what should be the po- 
licy of the National Government. It is very well, 
in their opinion, for those who control the Euro- 
pean stock market to say to the States, “You are 
not able, nor willing, to meet your liabilities;” and, 
if we say, “We will not degrade the Stales, nor 
violate the Constitution, by acceding to their un- 
warrantable demands,” we are accused of warring 
against the credit of the States. Save us, ‘kind 
Heaven! from such new-fangled State Rights 
doctrine! 

Sir, said Mr. C. whether this plan of the Lou- 
don bankers, impeaching the good faith and sol- 
vency of the States, and demanding security for 
the redemption of their obligations, emanated from 
any consultation, or ;:re-arrangement, with those 
of our own country, wko are interested in the rise 
of stocks, and the profits or speculation consequent 
upon such rise, Lam unable to say. It is not to be 
presumed that there will ever be any precise de- 
velopment of all the circumstances which may 
transpire in reference toany such movement. Bro- 
kers and stockj bbers are too shrewd to make their 
secret plans ot operation known to the publie. You 
might as well expect a juggler to disclose the secret 
of the deception and imposture by which he earns 
his bread. However the fact alluded to may be, 
there is certainly a remarkable coincidence between 
the tone of the (so called) Whig press in this coun- 
try, and that of the ‘‘money changers” in England. 

No sooner had the circular of the Barings reached 
this couniry, than you fiad, said Mr. ‘C. all the 
leading Whig presses tesponding to its proposition 
in tones of the most cordial approbation; and, so 
far as he had observed, there was not one dissent- 
ing voice amongst them. He presumed the gentle- 
men of the Opposition would acknowledge, with 
pride and pleasure, that the New York Courier 
and Enquirer was one of the principal organs of 
Whig sentiment. Whether they did or not, Mr. 
C. said it would be well recollected by the whole 
country, that if its editor (who had certainly be- 
come very noiorions, if not distinguished) bad not 
presided as accoucheur at the birth of the universal, 
Whig party, he had, at least, officiated as grand high : 
priest, in performing the baptismal ceremony of 
conferring upon that pariy, with gene¥al acqui» 
escence, their present cognomen, when they were 
in the lamentable condition of having worn out all 
their former cognominal distinctions. He said 
that editor should be regarded not only as the organ 
of the political, but of the monetary branch of the 
Whig- party. Every one would recollect his “fair 
business transaction” wiih the late president of the 
United States Bank, and would appreciate the 
high claim it gave him to the confidence of ail 
who felt an interest in the pure character of that . 
institution. Tite New York Herald, another Whig 
paper, in November last, thus introduces and conti- 
ments upon the views of the Courier and er 
upon this important subject: = = v on 

i sailers of the Whig party 
as tobe officially Pomaka ed, Ta ihe Courier and Enquirer of 


yesterday morning. The following extract conveys, 19 petto, 


the skeleton of the scheme: ited States—whi 
“Let the Government of the te in both eT can, 
Peed create tatee hundred wriitions “of etock, bearing an hate- 
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rex of four per cent. per annum, and let this be apportioned 
among the Stites, on the principte of Mr. Clay’s Land bill— 
that is, pro rata, according to the number of their Senators 
and Representatives in Congress—and let the proceeds froin 
tha sales of public lands be set aside and sacredly pledged as a 
ainking fund tor the redemption of this stock. Let the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, or some other suitable person, be ap- 
pointed te exchange so much of this stock as may be the por- 
tiva of any State tor the stock of such State now issued; 
and after a certain period—say six months—pay over the 
balance to the respective States. Most probably the hold- 
ers of some State stocks would not be willing to make such ex- 
changes; and, i€ a0, the State would receive its entire portion, 
av from the interest annually received on the United States 
etock, ant! sales of it from time to time, as their necessities re 
quired, be in a situation to progress at once with all its public 
works, whether commenred or only in embryo United Stated 
stockwould then immediately fill the space at present occupied 
by about two hundred miilionsof State stock; the remaining one 
hundred millions would be deposited in the State treasuries, and 
would only be offered for sale as their public works or other ne- 
Ceasities required, and which the capitalists of Europe and 
America would gladly purchase at a premium ” 

In illustration of this great scheme, the Courier goes at length 
into its popularity, economy, and means of escape from direct 
taxation which the several States must submit to if the present 
system continue. With every view taken on these points we 
cordially concur. It iz the only and efficient system of relief 
for the financial troubles of the age. Anew National Bank is 
as frail as a fair one of the third vier. We have been the coup 
de grace given to the rotten fair one in Philadelphia. Free 
banks are equally worthless and numerous. Safety Fund 
can hardly cover their nakedness. There is no place, no 
scheme, nothing short of a miracle from Heaven, can save the 
greatcredit system, except it be the plan now proposed. 

Now, Mr. President, said Mr. C. it will be per- 
ceived from this article, that the editor of the 
Courier and Enquirer, estimates the present 
amount of Stale stocks at “about two hundred 
milliocs” of dollars—so far as I know, without 
any complaint of extravagance, or over-estimate, 
ei her by editors or politicians of his party, though 
it was considered very censurable in the select 
committee who submitied this report, to make pre- 
cisely the same estimate; and, by way of satisfy- 
i~g the non-indebted, as well ax the indebted States, 
he proposes that the Government of the United 
States shall create stock to the amount of “ihree 
handred millions” of dollars! This stock is to be 
“apportioned amung the States oa the principle of 
Mr. Crav’s (Distribution) Land bill; that is, pro 
rala according to the number of their Senators and 
Representatives in Congress, and let the proceeds 
from tbe sales of the public lands be set aside, 
(that is, abstracted from the receipts into the Trea- 
svry,) and sacredly pledged as a sinking fund for 
the redemption of this stock.” Mark the perfect 
coincidence, the identity of principle, between this 
plan and that so long heretofore u:ged upon Con- 
gress, for the distribution of the proceeds of the 
pablic lands. The only essential difference is, that, 
under the late pian, the Government is to issue 
stock, or give its bonds, besides giving a mortage 
upon the public lands. The editer of the Herald 
furnishes proof of the authorship of this scheme, 
which is worthy of consideration. Speaking upon 
that subject in November last, he says: 

“This plan is so far matured by the leaders of the Whig 
party, as to be officially promulgated in the Courier and En- 
quirer of yesterday morning.” 

He also adds: : 

“With every view taken on these points we cordially concur. 
It ia the only and efficient system of relief for the financial 
troubles of the age.” F P 

`The New York Commercial Advertiser, another 
leading Whig paper, on the 22d of November last, 
in publishing the samecircular of Barmg, Brothers, 
and Co. expresses its{views inthe following lan- 
goare: 

“Thereis aruggestion in the preceding extract, upon which 
we have been pondering for weeks, and which deserves the 
profound consideration of the American people, of the State Go- 
vernments and of the National. We refer to the proposition 
for a pledgeof a national faith to sustain the credit of the 
States; or, in other words, an assumption of the State stocks 
now oppressing both the European and American markets, by 
the United States, and the iesue of a national stock in lieu 
thereof. The suggestion, we doubt not, will startle many a 
reader; but we cannot helpthat. The subject is ene of very 
ft and very grave importance, and the position of many 

tates of this Union is such that we cannot shut our eyes to their 
condition if we would. Nor indeed should we. The States of 
this Unionare bound together by no common ties. They are 
all one family—it is a great anda rich family—and what, though 
eeveral of its members have, imprudently, certainly, and per- 
haps rashly, involved themselves in pecuniary difficulties, 


from which, singlehanded, they cannot well recover—shall the 
other members ofthe family allow them to sink—to be crushed 


—and their credit destroyed—or rather, likea wealthy parent, — 


able to protect the credit of bis whole family, shall not the Na- 
tional Gavernment interpose, and by some equitable arrange- 
ment with the embarrassed States, assume their liabilities, and 
thus afford timely relief to them, and at the same time, to the 
whole country?” 


Sir, (said Mr. C.) I might go on with extracts 
from other Whig papers, exhibiting wonderful har- 
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mony of sentiment upon this subject, but it is un- 
necessary. I wiil only add, that the Evening Star, 
the New York American, the Journal of Com- 
merce—indeed, so far as I have noticed, the whole 
Whig press of New York, approved the plan of 
assumption, Nor, sir, were these views confined 
to the Whig press ia the great commercial empo- 
rium—they were echced west of the Alleghany. 
To prove this, I will only call your attention to a 
brief extract from the Cincinnati Gazette, one of 
the ablest Whig papers in that region. Speaking 
of the embarrassments of the States and the adop- 
tion of this remedy, the editor remarks: 

“But it will be objected the Federal Government has no consti- 
tutional rights to assume the debts of the State ; and farther, 
that it cannot be done without creating another national debt. 
We grant that the letter of the Constitution con‘ers no such 
power, unless it is to be found in the “genera' welfare” 
clause, and that clause was rendered inoperative by the succes- 
sive vetoes and usurpations of President Jackson. But there is 
yet a method by which the constitutional difficulty can be ob- 
Viated, and the credit of the States sustained, by means which 
are already justly and truly their own. Had not Mr. CLay’s 
bill for the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands 


(passed by a triumphant majority of both Houses of Congress) 
heen defeated—not by a veto, for that would not have arrested 


its passage, since a majority of both Houses were awaiting such ` 


a message to vote it dosn—but by an infamous act of the Pre- 
sident, who thrust the bill into his p ocket, and furtively carried 
it away from the Capitol—every State in the Union would have 
already been in the possession of ample means, not only of sus- 
taining their credit as to existing obligations, but of completing 
their works. 

“Now, then, let the great legislator of the West renew the 
land bill, with the necessary modificatians, dividing the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands among the several States, conditioned 
that those proceeds shall be applied to the payment of the debts 
of the debtor States respectively. Let the Federal Government 
issue a national stock, bearing, say, four per cent. interest, in 
exchange for the State stocks—the holders of which would 
gladly enough make the exchange—and let the proceeds of the 
public lands be atiributed to the redemption of the said stock. 
The fund is ample for the ultimate redemption of every dollar 
—a large saving annually would be realized—every State inthe 
Union would be enriched, and the honor of the country re- 
deemed. 

% As to theother objection, the creation of a new public debt, it 
has no terrors for us. But we reserve the discussion for ano- 
ther day.” : 

Here we find the questions of constitutionality, 
and the creation of another public debt, alluded to— 
but neither the one nor the other is regarded as 
any serious obstacle. The editor surrenders the 
constitutionali:y of the power “unless it is to be 
found in the “general welfare clause”—but he ima- 
gines that difficulty can be easily obviated by the 
bill for the distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands. Upon that question, it is unnecessary to re- 
peat what I have already said. And, as to the 
creation of a new national debt, it has no terrors 
for a Wh'g politician. 

Nor, sir, said Mr. C. has the leading organ of 
the Opposition in this city:been silent upon this sub- 
ject. Iallude to the National Intelligencer, in 
whose columns a communicat‘on was publisbed, 
at least with the silent acquiescence of its editors, 
as long ago as the 28th of October last, proposing 
that the proceeds of the public lands should be set 
apart for the redemption of State debts. And 
again, within the last few days, they transferred a 
communication which had been published in the 
Pennsylvania Inquirer, to their own columns, in 
which, amongst cther things, the writer says: 


“I think, therefore, as a matter of sheer justice, thatthe United 
States should pass a law to relieve the States. The late distri- 
bution act was an apportioning of the moneys resulting from the 
sale of the public lands; and all that is required now is, that a 
portion equal to the State debtsshould be set apart as a sinking 
fund. The lands need not be sold on the instant. They will be 
reserved fura convenient season. By this arrangement, the old 
States will start fair, unencumbered, and free from an onerous 
burden of taxation; and the gentlemen who have this subject in 
their hands for adjustment, will find, if they do not accede te this 
proposition, that they will be swept from the stations they now 
occupy. I confess I should want no hetter lever to upset them 
in oppressed and encumbered Pennsylvania, than a vote against 
the payment of her debt out of the public lands, that in part be- 
long to her, and which her costly improvements have increased 
in value equal to the amount ot her debt ” 

In the close of his letter, the writer repeats em- 
phatically: 

“The people will pay their State debts out of the public 
lands. Let this Congress look to it, or they will not find their 
seatsin the next Congress.” 

To these views the National Intelligencer gave 
its sanction, in the following introductory para- 
graph: 

_ “Inthe argument of the subjoined article, which we met with 
in reading over our mail papers yesterday, it must be admitted 
by every body that there are strong points, ifit be not conclu- 
sive, in favor of such a distribution of the public lands, or the 
proceeds of the sale of them, as shall ensure to each State its 
just proportion of the benefits accruing froma property which, 
since the redemption of the debt for the payment whereof it 
was pledged, must be considered asa trust held by the United 
States for the common benefit of al) the States. We understand 
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the writer, of course, to contemplate such a distribution as shall 
secure to each State its due proportion of the proceeds, without 
any consideration of its being in debt or out of debt, for its ex- 
penditures on roadsand can ls, public schools, or analogous ob- 
jects. Each State will of course be at hberty to employ its par- 
ticular share in whatever manner it pleases. , 

Now, sir, said Mr. C. after this hasty review of 
the emanations of the Opposition press, without one 
jar of discord; when we see it was distinctly an- 
nourced by high authority, and without contradic- 
tion from any quarter, that “the plan” had 
been “so far matured” by the leaders of the 
Whig party, as tu be officially promulgated in 
the Courier and Enquirer;” when it has ben 
declared, in the article just quoted from the 
Intelligencer, to be a powerful electioneer- 
the Democratic 
in one of the largest States of this 
Union, is it not astonishing that gentlemen will rise 
hcre, and contend with such apparent earnestness, 
that we, a branch of the National Legislature, 
which their friends allege is not only competent, 
but hound, jo carry the proposed policy into effect, 
have nothing to do with i? 

Sir, said Mr, C: let us no longer hear that this is 
not a proper subject for inquiry and consideration 
by Congress, when a poweiful party are maturing 
and organizing their plans to involve us in a new 
national debt of three hundred millions of dollars! 
“Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” When 
we sce a conspiracy forming to plunge us into a 
debt of this amount, with all its attendant evils, 
are we to sit by with folded arms and sealed lips? 
On the contrary, it should arouse us to action and 
energy. It behooves us, under such circumstances, 
to be up and doing, and, in the language of my 
friend from Tennessee, not to be tov much afraid 
of danger ei her to understand or meetit. When 


| an insidious enemy is about to make war against 


me, I prefer to be first in taking the field, and not 
to sleep upon my post until, by a stolen march, I 
am surprised and captared. As faithful sentinels, 
it is our duty to sound the alarm at the first ap- 
proach of the enemy. Itis our business to meet, 
and defeat, if we can, this attempt te violate the 
Constitution, and to warn our constituents of a 
conspiracy to fix upon them another enormous 
naticnal debt 

But the gentlemen on the other side are extreme- 
ly sensitive on the subject of State credit. The 
Senator from New Jersey seems to have a peculiar 
sensibility on this subject, lest the value of Siate 
stocks should be depreciated. He contends that 


| this report is calculated not only to degrade the 


States, but to impair their credit. 


! sition to assume the debts of the States. 


Now, said Mr. 
C. in my humble opinion, Mr. President, this ap- 
prehension is wholly founded in error. If 1 under- 
stand the doctrines of the report, you will not find 
any thing in it which may either conflict with the 
ability or good faith of the States. It does not in- 
crease the amount of their debts, nor does it at- 
tempt to raise a doubt of their solvency. So far 
from impeaching their ability or readiness to meet 
their engagements, I understand it to maintain. the 
very converse of the proposition. It professes to 
discuss the questicn of constitutional power, and 
the question of expediency, involved in the propo- 
Suppose 
we determine it 10 be both unconstitutional and 


| inexpedient—as I trust we shall—does that imply 
| a want of confidence on our part that the States 
: are beth honest and able enough to meet their own 


liabilities? If I do not think proper to pay the debt 

ef my friend, does that prove that I consider him 

either insolvent or dishonorable? Sir, I should be- 
sorry to entertain such an opinion; and I trust 

none of the States which have issued stocks, are in 

a condition so very pitiable as the argument to 

which I am replying would presuppose. 

Mr. C. said this subject might be viewed in ano- 
ther aspect, which might account for the extraor- 
dinary sensibility which had been manifested. 
These stocks were owned, he believed, principally 
by certain large corporations in this country, and 
by foreign capitalists. If he was not mistaken, an 
agent of the largest institution amongst us was now 
in Europe for the purpose of selling these bonds to 
save itfrom bankruptcy. If the General Govern- 
ment were to assume their payment, or if the idea 
could be created that such a measure was likely te 
succeed, those stocks would sell promptly, and pro- 
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bably rise in value some twenty or thirty per cent. 
and consequently advance the interest of the holders 
in that ratio. To adopt the report would be to de- 
feat the hope of such a speculation, and would na- 
turally excite some feeling—some nervous inita- 
bility—amongst those interested. But, sir, it cannot 
affect the interests of the States; they are not now 
the holders of these bonds, except to a very limited 
extent. They have sold the greater portion of the 
bonds issued by them; and I am glad to see that 
some of the States are about to withdraw trom the 
market, and to cance! such as have not been sold. 
Nor bave the helders of these stccks any right to 
comp!ain of the States on ascoant of our refusal to 
pay them; no such pledge or inducement was held 
out when they became purchasers. They took 
them on the faith and credit of the Sates alone, not 
upo: those of the General Government. Than 
what 3izht have they to ask our endorsement? 
What right have they to complain if we decline 
giving it? We do not impair the guarantee under 
which they purchased—it remains the same. 

No, sir, said Mr. C. none of the States, which 
hive issued stock, stand in reed of the security- 
ship of the General Government to meet their en- 
gagements; and, to urge the necessity or expedi- 
eacy of sucha msasare, is much better calculated 
to excite distrust and want of confidence in their 
honor and credit, than any discussion or vote in 
this body, on the resointions submitted by the com- 
mittee. [ cannot belizve that a single one of them 
js obnoxious to a doubt, or suspicion, that should 
depreciate the value of her bends. The State 
which I have the honor to represent, in part, is one 
of those indebted—yet it never entered my head to 


soppese that her character, or interest, was jeo-- 


pirded by any part of the present proceeding. Her 
resources are known to be ample—her character 
for good faith is untarnished—she has nothing to 
fear from fair discussion, here or elsewhere. So 
far from desiring the aid of this Government to 
pay her debts, she1s one of the protesting States, 
against the distribution scheme of the Senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Cray;? and I do not believe one of 
her Representatives will ever be found voting in 
favor ef that measure. For his own part, Mr. C. 
said, he was opposed to the whole doctrine of dis- 
tribution of any part of the revenue of this Go- 
vernment, amonzst the States, in every form. In 
his opinion, no better p'an cou!d be devised to 
hamble and degrade the States, and bring them to 
the foo'stool of Federal power, than to accustom 
iben to come here for money to supply their 
` waats, 

Mr. C. - said, entertaining such views as he had 
taken occasion to express, he had felt surprise that 
any opposition should have been made to this 
report; but that a motion to print it, merely for the 
us? of the Senate, should have met any resistance, 
appeared stiil more extraordinary. lt would be 
recollected that he had made a proposition to print 
the usual number, merely to supply Senators; yet 
it was thought to be of such dangerous t: ndency 
that gentlemen would not agree to print fifty co- 
pies, lest the credit of the States should be injured. 
He said he would now repeat his proposition: let 
the repo:t be printed in the usual manner. If it 
be deemed object onable, let gentlemen meet it 
with their arguments, and send forth the antido‘e 
with the bane. And should it even be thonght 
proper to express the confidence of the Senate in 
the good faith and ability of the indebted States te 
meet all their engagements, let a resolution to that 
effect be introduced, and he would give his vote in 
its favor. 


SPEECH OF MR. BUCHANAN 
; Or PENNSYLVANIA, i 
In Senate, Wednesday, January 22, 1840-—Qh the 

Indezendent Treasury bill, in reply th Mg Cray 

- of Kentucky, - 

Mr. BUCHANAN rose and said: 
DENT: It is not my purpose, on the prefent occa- 
sion, to go very much at length into a discussion 
of the provisions of this bill. I intend, in a great 
degree, indeed almost exclusively, to confine my- 
selfto a reply, or at least to an attempt to reply, to 
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the remarks of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cray.] 
In all discussions, if we desire to arrive ata satis- 


factory conclusion, it is absolutely necessary that 


we should distinctly understand what is the ques- 
tion to be discussed. Then Jet me ask, what is the 
nature and character of the Independent Treasury 
bill now before the Senate? 

Sioce the origin of the Government, our own 
responsible officers have always collected the pub- 
lic revenue, and have always disbursed the public 
revenue. Heretofore, during the intermediate space 
of time between its collection and its disburse- 
ment, it has been deposited with banking cor- 
porations. The object of this bill is to provide 
that our own responsible officers shall be substituted 
as depositaries, instead of these banking corpora- 
tions; and that these officers shall hereafter not 
only collect and disburse the public money as they 
have always done; but that they shall also have 
the custody of it between its collection and dis- 
bursement. 

Under the provisions of this bill, every officer 
throughout the Un.ted States who receives public 
money is constituted a depositary. But there are 
certain points where very large sums of public 
money are collected, or are disbursed, or both; and 
at these points, both the security of the revenue 
and the public convenience required that there 
should be depositaries distiact from, and indepen- 
dent of, the collecting officers. These points are 
Philadelphia, New Orleans, New York, Boston, 
Charleston, and St. Louis. Accordingly, the bill 
proposes to convert the Mint at Philadelphia and 
the Branch Mint at New Orleans into places of 
public deposite, and entrusts the custody of the 
public money to the treasurers of these institutions 
respeetively; and it creates sub-treasuries, each 
to be under the control of a receiver-general, at 
ie York, at Boston, at Charleston, and at St. 

onis. 

Thus far, sir, it will be perceived that this bill 


makes no change in the settled policy of the coun-- 


try, except merely to provide that the public money, 
in the intermediate time, between its receipt into 
the Treasury and its disbursement, shall be en- 
trusted to our own respunsidle efficers, instead of 
irresponsible corporations, 

In addition to these provisions, the kill contains 
what has been commonly dencminated the specie 
clause. This section provides that one-fourth of 
the dues of the Government shall be collected in 
gold and silver, after the 30th June, 1840, one-half 
after the 30th June, 1841, three-fourths after the 
30th June, 1842; and after the 30th June, 1843, all 
the revenue of the Government shall be ccliected 
and all its disbursements shall be made in gold and 
silver coin. - 

Now, sir, when separated from the details neces- 
sary to carry these prine:ples into execution, this is 
the bill, the whole bill, and nothing bat the bill 
which ‘has excited so much unnecessary alarm 
throughoat the country. 

In discussing this bill, the Senator from Ken- 
tucky has divided his remarks iato two general 
heads. He has first considered the bill according 
to what its frien:'s say it is;and in the second place, 
has discussed it according to what-he hmself be- 
leves it- te be. Ia my reply I shall invert this 
order; because it is necessary first to prove that the 
Senator himself bas entirely m‘staken the nature 
and effecisof the meature, and that its friends en- 


teriain a just conception of its character. 


The Senator held up the bill triumphantly to 


‘public view, and declared that it contained within 


its provisions a great Goverament Treasury Bank. 
Now, if I eannot make it manifest as the light of 
day, that in this proposition he is entirely mistaken, 
I shall then agree to surrender the whole argument. 
The Senator has had an unsaecessful chase, through 
the provisions of this bill, after the lurking mon- 
ster. Hadhe suceeeded in dragging him into light, 
L should have been one of the first men in the 
country to assist in putting him to instant death. 
But, 
“He must have optics sharp, I ween, 
_ Who sees what is not to be seen.” 

This, I think, has been the case with the Senator 

from Kentucky, i 


Now, sir, what is a bank? According to the 
usual acceptation of the word, in our country, it 
performs three offices. It receives deposites, it 
loans money upon discounts, and it issues a paper 
currency. I acknowledge that, in order to consti- 
tute a bank, it is not necessary that it should per- 
form all these three functions. There are banks 
of discount ard deposite merely, and there are also 
banks of deposite and issue on!y; and this latter 
class of banks are the most secure of any in the 
world, when the deposites are confined to the pre- 
cious metals, and the issues, in the form of eertifi- 
cales, do not exceed the sums actually deposited. 
Such was the Bank of Amsterdam, and such is 
aow the Bank of Hamburg. It weuld be difficult 
to form an idea of a bank of issue alone, without 
deposites or discounts, althouzh I know, from the 
utter inability of the Bank of England to regulate 
the paper currency of that kingdom, the question 
has been seriously considered whether one bank of 
issue oug it not to be established, and whether all 
other banks ought not to be prohibited from emit- 
ting paper currency. It is certain that, at the pre- 
sent moment, a bank of issue, purely as a bank of 
issue, does not exist on the face of the earth. 
Now, sir, this bill does not au.horize the public 
depositaries to receive money from individuals on 
deposite; and it not only does not authorize them 
to loan the public money entrusted to their care, 
but it makes such an act a felony, punishable by 
fine and imprisonment. This biil, then, clearly 
does not create a bank either of deposite or of dis- 
count, and the Senator has not contended for any 
such proposition. He has confined himself to 
prove that it will create a bank of issue; and I 
shall examine this proposition a little more in detail. 

And, in the first place, if there bə a bank lurk- 
ing in the bill, then we have had a Treasury bank 
in fall operation ever since the origin of the Go- 
vernment, without having the least idea of its ex- 
i-tence until the Senator from Kentucky made the 
discovery. . There has been no period of time, 
since General Washington was first inaugurated in 
1789, until the present day, when the Treasurer of 
the United States did not draw his warrants, either 
on banks «r receiving officers, in favor of disburs- 
ing officers or creditors of the Government. 
Without this power the Treasury department could 
not exist. Debts could not be paid to individuals, 
neither could the public revenue beapplied to ac- 
complish the objects contemplated by the Constitu- 
lion. There is no other conceivable mode of eon- 
ducting this branch of the public business. The 
bill makes no change whatever in this ancient 
and necessary practice, except to impose an im- 
portant limitation upon it which has never hereto- 
fore existed; and yet, according to the Senatorfrom 
Kentucky, it creates a bank of issue; und the drafts 
drawn by, tke 'Freasarer on the public depositaries 
in faver of publie creditors and disbursing officers, 
are to be the paper currency which it will throw 
into circulation. This is the sum and substance of 
his whole argument on this point. He might with 
the same reason contend, that, if an individual in 
extensive business had depusites in several banks, 
and was in the habit of paying his debts and ad- 
vanciag money to his agents by drawing drafts 
upon these banks, that, therefore, he himself bad 
established a bank cf issue. The cases are pre- 
cisely analogous. 

In what part of this bill bas the Senator discovered 
the charer of his bank? He has referred to one, 
and only one clause, for the purpose of proving its 
existence. This is to be fuund in tke tenth section 
ef the bill, and, as it is very brief, I shall read it 
to the Senate. It is as follows: 

“And for the purpose of payments on the public account, it 
shall be lawful for the Treasurer of the United States to draw 
upon any of the said depositaries, as he may think most con- 
ducive to the public interest, or to the convenience of the pub- 
lic creditors, or both.” : 

- There, sir, is the charter; and what isit buta mere 
recognition of the power which. I have just been 
describing, and which has: exis'ed, and must ne- 
eessarily have existed, ever since the origin of 
the Government. It requires the Treasurer of 
thet United States. to consult both the public 
interest and the eenvenience of the public 
ereditor, or both, in. selecting the depositary 
on which to draw bis warrant. This he has al- 
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ways done. In the first place he must sel ct a de- 

citary with whom there is an amount of money 
sufficient to meet the draft; and among such depa- 
sitaries he must, unless the public interest forbids, 
draw upon that one where it will be most conveni- 
ent for the public creditor to receive his money. 
Why, sir, this clause, so terrific to the imagination 
of the gent’eman, might be stricken from the bill 
altogether, without producing the slightest incoa- 
venience. The p:actice which it prescribes, is that 
which must necessarily be pursued in paying the 
debts of the Goveramezt. And yet ths simple 
and necessary power is the only part of the bill on 
which the Senator relies to establish his great 
Treasury Bank! 


But I said that this bill contained an important 
limitation which had never heretofore existe. 
This was in'roduced at the special ses-ion of 1837, 
upon my own suggestion. It was then appre- 
hen¢ed that the holders of these Treasury warrants 
mizht not present them for payment within a rea- 
sonable time; and that a large amount cf them 
might remain outstanding, and te used as bills of 
exchange. As these outstanding drafts would ne- 
cessarily represent an equal amount of go’d and sil- 
ver in the bands of the depssitaries, it was appre- 
hended that,unless they were speedily presented for 
payment, amass of them might continue floating 
in the community, and thus produce an accumula- 
tion of specie in the hands of the depasitaries 
which might prove injurious to the banks. To 
prevent this evil—to render the draft upon the 
banks for specie as light as possible—and to cause 
the gold and silver to flow out of the Treasury into 
general circulation, as rapidly as it had flowed into 
ir, this amendment was adopted. It now consti- 
tutes the 23d section of the bill, and is as follows: 

“ggc. 23. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to issue and publish re- 

ulations to enforce thespe-dy presentation of alt Government 
Braf for payment at the place where payable, and to prescribe 
the time, according to the different distances of the deposita» 
ries from the seat of Government, within which alt drafts upon 
them, respectively, shall be presented for payment; and, in de- 
fau't of such presentation, to direct any other mode and place 
of ment which he may deem proper. Lut in all those re- 
gulations and directions, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of 
the Treasury to guard, as far as may be, against those drafts 
being used, or thrown into circulation, as a paper currency or 
medium of exchange.” 

One might have supposed, from the extreme 
horror of the gentleman lest this bill might contain 
a Treasury Bank, that he would have teen de- 
lighted with the previsions of this section. Not so. 
On the contrary, he has dec!ared, in the most solemn 
manner, that it confers a tremendous power on the 
Secretary of the Treasury, to which no people, jea- 
lous of their liberties, ought to submit. The Sena- 
tor is hard to please. He first denounces, in the 
strongest terms, the tenth section of the bill, be- 
cause the Treasury drafts issued under its authori- 


ty will, in his opinion, become the circu‘ating me- 


dium ef his Treasury Bank; and almost at the very 
next breath, he denounces, in terms equal'y sirong, 
the very section which renders it impossible that 
they ever can become such a circulating medium. 
And what is this tremendous power vested in the 
Secretary of the Treasury by the 23d sectivn? In- 
dependently of postmasters, there are perhaps a hun- 
dred and fifty receivers of public money in the United 
States. These are scattersd from Maine to Geor- 
gia, and from the Atlantic to the far Wes!. Some 
of them are at the distance of fifty miles, and others 
are a thousand miles from Washingion. From 
the nature and necessity of the case, the discretion- 
ary power is conferred upon the Secretary to regu- 
Jate “ihe speedy presentation” of these drafts, ac- 
cording te the different distances of the deposita- 
ries from the seat of Goverament; but even this is 
to be done in such a manner as to prevent them 
from being tbrown into circulation as a paper cur- 
reucy or medium of exchange. And yet this is the 
tremendous power so much to be dreaded! No 
other provision could have been made. It would 
have been a work of endless and unneces- 
sary labor to have attempted to enumerate each of 
the depositaries in the bill, and to. have prescribed 
the time within which drafts on each of them should 
be nted for payment. This isa mere matter 
of detail which must be yielded to the discrection 
of the Secretary. ; 
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ment Bank? Itis no other than the power which 
has always been exercised by the Treasurer of the 


United States, to pay the public creditors, and to . 


advance money to the disbursing officers by means 


ranan. 


And now what, in p'ain English, is this Govern” : 


of drafis on the public depositaries; with a new | 
restriction, howerer, imposed upon the holders of > 
these drafis, requiring their speedy presentation, | 


for the express pursose of preventing the possibility 
of their ever becoming a circulating medium. 
Any man who can distinguish between a hawk 
and a handsaw, can discriminate between this 
simple provision and a great Government Treasury 
Bank. 

The Senator, fecling that he has no foundation 
on which to erect his Treasury Bank m the bill, as 


it is, has taxed his fancy—a never failing re- . 


source—-to alarm our fears asto what it will be- 
come hereafter. He leaves the present far behind, 
and looks forward to the future. He predicts that 
in less than three years necessity will compel us to 
change the Independent Treasury into a bank of 
issue. Having given his fancy the reins, he tel's 
us how this will be performed. The Secretary of 
the Treasury, instead of giving single drafts on the 
depositaries for the amount due to public creditors, 


© and the sums to be advanced to disbursing offi- 
_ cers, is to have drafts prepared upon bark paper, 


1n the likeness of bank notes, of the denomination 
of twenty, of fifty, and ofa hundred do'lars. These 


| one most unpleasant obslacle in his way. 
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| sider it possible that he could ever 
i suing sach a course, without the express authority 
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Senate, 


Suppose it were possible that the Secretary of 
the Treasury, without authority, and in the very 
face of the provisions of this biil, and the known 
and avowed opinion of its friends, should, as the 
Senator supposes he m gh’, circulate these Govern- 
ment drafts in the form of bank paper, and of the 
denom nation of twenty, fifty, and a hundred dol- 
lars; what do you think would te the consequence? 
He would instantly be deprived of his utfice for this 
daring violation of Jaw, and would be justly held 
up to public execration. In justice to that officer, 
I ought to say that I am n:t cne of those who con- 
dream of pur- 


of Congress: and | may venture to predict, with 
unerring certainty, that such an auth’ rity will 
never be conferred upon him by the present party 
in power. But even if he should thus violate his 
duty; whilst the 23d section of this bill shall remain 
in force, these drafis never could become a general 
circulating medium: and, ther fore, there could 
never be, as the Senalor supposes, an accumulation 
of forty-five or fif.y millions of dollars in the hands 
of the dep ositaries. But even if this miracle should 
be accomplished, and a future President should at- 
tempt to emòezzle this money, for the purpose of 
subverting the Government, there would still be 
He 


' would then, under the provisions of this till, be 


draf's he is to pay out like bank paper. The © 


res'riction is to be repealed requiring their speedy 
presentation to the depos taries. They are to be- 


come the general circulating medium of the coua- ; 


try. In less than ten years the receivers-general | 
are to have between forty and fifty millions of gold | 


and silver in their vaults, to be represented by the 
same amount of Treasury drafts in circulation, 
and in the possession of the banks. The Govern- 
ment then calcolatiog that the demand upon these 
depositaries will not require them to keep this 
amount of specie on hand, wili draw it out clan- 
destinely for their own purposes, &s was furmerly 
done from the bank of Amsterdam; and that some 
fature President will, by means of this stolen money, 
subvert the Governmeat, and destroy the liberties 
of the people. 

Now, sir, is not this the m-rest fancy picture 
that was ever sketched? It is a'l the offspring of the 
Senator’s own prolific imagination. It is all pro- 
phecy, and no fact. Even by hs owa showing, 
there is no foundation for itin the bill. On the 
contrary, every precaution has been used to pre- 
vent the possibility of any such occurrences. 

And what reason has he to predict that the 
friends of this measure will change all their princi- 
ples and parposes in less than three years, and by 
new legislation convert the Independent Treasury 
into a Government Bank? Has not every Senator 
perceived the holy horror with which my friend 
from Missouri [Mr. Benton] was inspired at the 
bare idea that the Government migit ever issue 
“notes, bills, or paper,” receivable in payment of 
the public dues? His-lynx-eyed jea!ousy seized hold 
of these general expressions, in the 19th and 20:h 
sections of the bill, and although there was nothing 
on the face of the earth on which these words could 
operate, unless possibly on some straggling Trea- 
sury ix te which might remain unredeemed long 
after it became payable, yet he had them stricken 
from the bill. ‘He snuffed the tainted breeze” 
from afar; and although there was no present dan- 
ger, yet he saw a possibi.ity that these words might 
have a meaning hereafter; and that in future years 
the Government m'ght be willing to issue “notes, 
bills, or paper,” and therefore we all united with 
him in voting for his amendment. ‘This was, in 
the phrase of the lawyers, the exclusion of any con- 
clasion which might by possibility be drawn from 
these general words in favor of Government paper. 

But again: did not the Senator from Kentucky 
perceive with what a'acrity the friends of the bill 
supported the amendment of his collesgu>, [Mr. 
Crirrenpen,] imposing it upon the Secretary of 
the Treasury as a solemn duty, to take care, in 
his regulations for the speedy presentation of Go- 
vernment drafta to the depositaries, that these 
drafts, as far as may be, sha!l never be used as a 
paper currency or medium ef exchange? 


guilty of felony, and would be transferred from the 
Whi'e House totie penitentiary. The trath is that 
“these hydras, gorgons, and ch:meras dre,” exist 
only in the Senator’s imazinaticn. 

The Senator, ina triumphant tone, exclaimed that, 
by the passage of the bil', the union of the purse 
with the sword will be consummated in the hands 
of the President. Tanis, if true, would indeed be 
fearful. It would be the death knell of civil li- 
berty in this country. Wheresoever the power 
over the purse and the sword is united in the hands. 
of one man, there the Government is despotic. If 
any Execu'ive Magistrat, te he King, or be he 
President, possess the sole power to declare war, to 
ra se armies, to impose taxes, and to ex;end the 
pnblic money at his pleasure, there must be an erd 
of civil liberty in that country. This, and this alone, 
is what I unders'and to be a union cf the sword 
and the purse. Bat underour Constitution and laws, 
the President neither has, nor ever can have, the 
power over either, Cao he deciare wai? No, sir; 
the Constitution expressly confers this power upon 
Congress. Can he enlist soldiers? No, sr; he 
could not raise a single company to go to Flori. a, 
tecau-e Congress alone have the power to raise 
and support armies. Can he impose taxes upon 
the people, or borrow money? No, sir; Congress 
is exclusively vested with the power of laying taxes 
and borrowing money. But after this money shall 
have reached the Treasury, can he apply a doilar 


| of it to any use, public or private? No, sir; no 


money can be drawn from the Treasury, but in 


' conseqnence of appropriations made by Congress. 


Nay, more; if the Pr sident were so far to forget 
the duties of his high stat’on, as to enter into a col- 


| losion with any.of the deposi'erics, and draw one 


dollar of public money out of their possession, he 
would, like any other cit'zea, subject himself to 
fiae and imprisonment. And this is the union of 
the purse and the sword, which the Senator has so 
fezlingly described! This phrase,.I thought, had 
had its day, and had pas ed into oblivion; but the 
Senator has again cosjured up the spectre, for the 


| purpose of alarming our fears. 


Tae Senator tell- us that he has been warring in 
vzin for the last seven years, against the extersicn 
of Executive power avd infiuence. Now, sir, if 


he had informed us that he hai been warring 


against the Executive, but in favor of an increase 
of Executive power and influence, in my humble 
opinion he ,would have come much nearer the 
mark. Iti, perhaps, the strangest spectacie which 
has ever been presented on the face of the earth, 
that in this war between the Executive and the Se- 
nator polt cal party, he has been endeavoring to 
deprive himseif of power, whilst they have been 
struggling to prevent kim friom making this seif 
sacrifice. , 
Let me remind the 8 nator of a few instances; 
and first, in regard to internal improvements, | 
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happened to be a member of the other House du- 
riag the administrat.on of Mr. Adams. I do not 
Intend now to cast any censure upon that adminis. 
tration. I speak merely of historical facts. In 
those days, by virtue of an act of Congress, the 
President exercised the discretionary power of 
making as many surveys for internal improve- 
ments as he thought proper, all of which, 
it was hoped by those interested, would, at 
some future day, be constructed by the Ge- 
neral Government. Splendid projects of 
sach improvements were presented to dazzle the 
fancy, and excite the cupidity, of almost every 
man in the country. Our engineers were con- 


stantiy traversing the Union from esst te west, | 


and from north to south; and before they were 


arrested in their career, the estimated cost of com- | 
pieting the improvements which they had surveyed | 
cr prcjected, if my memory serves me, amounted to | 


more than one hundred millions of dollars. Here 
was a vast fie'd for Executive influence and power. 


The fat jobs which might have been bestowed on | 


favor tes; tbe actual expenditure of immense sums of 
money, and the alluring hope presented by the mere 
survey of any railroad, turnpike road, or canal, in 
which masses of people felt an interest; all, all 
contributed to swell the tide of Executive influ- 
ence. Now, sir, was there ever a luré more tempt- 
ing to Executive ambition than this power of pouring 
out the public treasure to benefit, and, in their esti- 
mation, to bless a large proportion of the people 
of this country?) What was the conduct of the 
old Roman in regard to this question? Fer the 
good of his country, he sacrificed all thispower and 
all this patrcnoge. His veto of the Maysville road 
till arrested the whole system; and, strance as it 
may seem, a portion of the gentleman’s seven 
years’ war against the Executive, consisted in de- 
neuncing this voluntary surrender of Executive 
power and influence, as ruinous to the best interest 
of the coun'ry. 

Again: the very bill now before the Senate, 
against which the gentleman has been warriag, is 
one of the strongest proofs which the present Chief 
Magistrate could give, that he is willing to aban- 
don a large portion of Executive influence. In 
1837, there were tetween eighty and ninety Go- 
vernment deposite banks, scaNered over every State 
in the Union. What an immense political power 
might have been exercised by the President through 
the agency of these banks! We know, from letters 
read at the called session, that they were not very 
tcrupulous, “where thrift would follow fawning.” 
Affilia’ed as they were, if the President had been 
disposed to exert an improper influence over them, 
they might have teen used with prodigious effect 
te accomplish his purposes.. The selection of these 
depositaries—the amount of the public money 
which they should receive—how Jong they should 
retain it, and in what manner they should cendnet 
their business—all, all was left to Executive dis- 
cretion. What a bonadless field for Executive jn- 
fluence is that which the present President now 
desires to abandon! And yet the Senator, both at 
the called session, and the session succeeding it, 
warred in favor of compelling hi.n te retain ia his 
hands this unbounded source of political patronage 
_ and power. He preferred then, and, such is his 
de‘estation for the present bill, would, Í presume, 
even now prefer, the ceposite bank system to the 
Independent Treasu:y. 

Can any man, in sober carnest, compare th? in- 
fluence which the Executive wil! acquire, under 
this bill, by the appointment of four receivers-gene- 
ral of public money, with that ever this affiliated 
league of State banks, which he now desires to 
abandon? Think ye, sir, that if any of the leading 
officers of Government, or any of the favored 
minions of Executive power, had desired a loan 
from ove of these banks, that he wonld bave asked 
in vam? Under the Independent Treasury bill 
such favors. can never be extended without sub- 
jecting both the officer granting them, and the re- 
cipient, to punishment in the penitentiary.. 

' The Senator complains that the power of ree 
moval from office sheuld exist in the President, 
and says that he is not at all satisfied 
argument in the first 
rested, This power has. 


With te- 
ss on which it was. 
n exercised, without. 
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interruption, ever since 1789. It is not, then, a 
recent usurpation. The first Congress of the 
United Sta‘es which ever assembled, by their con- 


struction òf the Constitution, solemnly declared’ 


that the power of removal was vested in the Presi- 
dent; and many of the members of this Congress 
had themselves been members of the Federal Con- 
| vention. Since the gentleman addressed the Senate, 
I have examined the debate, and particularly Mr. 
Madison’s remarks upon this subject, and I think 
they ought to prove satisfactory to every miad. 


|; He sketches the argument in favor of the power 
| with a master’s hand. 


How could the President execute the laws at all, 
if this power did not exist? Suppose he should 
discover that one of the receivers-general created 
by this very bill was applying the public money to 
his own use—if he were deprived of the power of 
removing him from office, he might be obliged to 
look patiently on and suffer him to embezzle mil- 
lions. Suppose a foreign minister were violating 
his instructions, and betraying the best interests of 
his country abroad—what is to be done? Without 
the exercise of this power, the President would be 
compelled to wait until the mischief might be en- 
tirely consummated—until the country might be 
rained—be‘ore he could recall this corrupt or 
wicked minister. I might present a hundred simi- 


lar instances. This power is essential to the per- 


of seeing that the laws are faithfully executed. 


by the Constitution. 


been seriously contested. 
If this power of remeval did not exist in the 
President, it would follow as a necessary conse- 


quence that the Senate must remain in permanent | 


session for the purpose of sanctioning removals 
from office, as they might become necesary, 
throughout this vast and growing country. The 
public interest imperiously demands that some 
power should always exist competert instantly to 
remove all officers the moment they are discovered 
to be betraying their trust. But the Constitution 
never contemplated that the Senate should be in 
session permanently. Heaven forbid that this 
should ever be the case! After having been in the 
political atmosphere of Washington for six months, 
it is necessary that we should go home to mingle 
with our constituents and to breathe the pure air of 
the country. The American people never will 
consent, and never ought to-consent, that our ses- 
sions shal] become permanent. 

Having now replied to all the arguments ad- 
duced by the Senator under his second general 
head, and having, I think, demonstrated that the 
bill contains no Government Treasury ‘Bank, I 
Shall proceed to reply to those which he urged un- 
der the first general head. -It will be recollected 
that this was to consider the bill according to the 
construction placed upon it by its friends, which, I 
have endeavered to prove, is the true constracticn. 

Before I address myself directly to the Senator’s 
argument, allow me to indulge in some general ob- 
servations. 

What has been the financial history of this 
coun ry fcr the last twenty-five years? I can speak 
with positive knowledge upon this subject dur.ng 
the period of eighteen years since I first came into 
public life. It has been a history of constant vi- 
bration—of extravagant expansions in the business 
of the country, succeeded by ruincus contracticns. 
At successive intervals many of the best and most 
enterprising men of the country have been crushed. 
They have fallen victims at the shrine of the insa- 
tiate and insatiable spirit of extravagant banking 
and speculation. Starting at the extreme point of 
depression of one of these periods, we find that the 
country has been glutted with foreign-merchandise, 
and it requires all our efforts to pay the debt thus 
contracted to foreign nations. At this crisis the 
banks can do-nothing to relive the people. In order 
to preserve their own existence, they are compelled 
to contract their loans and theiri:snes. In the hour 
of distress, when their assistance is most needed, 

-Wey can do nothing for their votaries, Every ar- 
-ticle sinks in price, men are unable to pay their 


formance of the duty impo:ed upon the President | 


Without it, he would be deprived of the necessary | 
means of executing this high trust reposed in him | 
It is, therefore, wonderful i 
how the existence of this power could ever have : 
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debts, and wide spread ruin pervades the land. 
During this first year of the cycle, we are able to 
import but comparatively little foreign merchan- 
dise, and this affords the country an opportuni'y of 
recruiting its exhausted energies. The next year 
the patient tegins to recover. Domestic manufac- 
tures flourish in proportion as foreign goods become 
scarce. The industry and enterprise of our citizens 
have been exerted with energy, and our productions 
have liquidated the foreign debt. Tne third year, 
a fair business is done. The country presents a 
flourishing appearance. The banks, re'ieved from 
the drains of specie required for foreign export, 
begin once more to expand,’and tempt the unwary 
to their ruin. Property of all descriptions com- 
mands a fair price. ‘The fourth or the fifth year the 
eraof extravagant banking and speculation returns, 
again to be succeeded by another ruinous re- 
vulsion. 

This was the history of the country up till 1837. 
Since then we have travelled the road to ruin mech 
more rapidly than in former years. Before that 
period it had required from three to six years to 
getup an expansion and its corresponding explo- 
sion. We have now witacsted the astounding fact 
that we can pass through all these changes,and even 
from one suspension of specie paymen’s to ane her, 
in little more than two years. 

It is curious to observe with how much accuracy 


- you can read the ever changing condition of this 


country in the varied amount of our importations, 
The year 1836 was cne of vast expansion, and 
produced the explosion and suspension of specie 
payments in 1837. The imports were greatly di- 
minished in 1837, being less than they had been 
in 1836, by nearly fifty millions of dollars. In 
1838, they sunk down to twenty-seven millions less 
than they bad been in 1837, and nearly sevenly-se- 
ven millions less than they were in 1836. In 1839, 
we had another expansion, and our impcris were 
forty-four millions of dollars greater than they had 
been in 1838. This expansion preceded the explo- 
sion and suspensicn of specie payments in the 
month of October last. ‘I'hus we have become 


-such skilful archi'ects of rain, that a single year 


was sufficient to prepare the late explosion. 

There never has existed a nation on earth, ex- 
cept our own, that could endure such rapid and 
violent expansions and contractions. It is the buoy- 
ancy of youth—it is the energies of cur pepulation— 
it is the spir.t which never quails before difficulties 
—which enables us tu endure such shocks without 
utter ruin, Yes, sir, a difference in the amount of 
our imports, between the years 1836 and 1838, of 
seventy-seven millions of dollars, is sufficient to ex- 
cite the astonishment of the’ world. 

What causes chiefly operated to produce this spee- 
dy recurrenee of the second explosion and the second 
su:pension of specie payments? Three msy be 
mentioned. In the first place, after the banx sus- 
persion of 1837, every person who was friendly to 
well regulated banks, if such a thing be possible 
under the present system, ardently desired that the 
different State Legislatures might impose upon 
them some wholesome restrictions. It was ex- 
pected that they would be compelled to keep a cer- 


| tain amount of specie in their vaults. in proportion 


to their circulatioa ahd depcsites; that the founda- 
tion of a specie basis for our parer currency 
shoul t be laid by prchibiting the circulation of 
bank notes at the first under the dencm nation of 
ten and afterwards under that of twenty do'lar:; 
that the amount of their dividends should be limit- 
ed; and, above all, shat upon the occurrence of 
another suspension their doors should be closed at 
once, and their affairs be placed in the hands of 
commissioners. The different Legislatutes met. 
Much indignation was expressed at the conduct of 
the banks. They were severely threatened; but at 
last they proved too powerful fur the peepie. In- 
deed, it would almost seem as if most of the Siate 
Legislatures had met for no other purpcse than to 
legalize the previous suspension \of: Specie pay- 
ments. No efficient restriguions were imposed; and 


the banks were thus ffhey might there- 
Past 


after go unpun‘shed=itias jiped of justice. 
impunity prevented thet’ öm reducing their busi- 
ness dad cuttailing wie profits in such a manner 


aos 


as to render thase secure in the day of trial, They 
shete 2 obs 


ast 


a 
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have fa'icn igais; | fear again to enjoy the same 
impunity- 

In the secen 
monty loaned to many of 
large peri € 
form of foreign merchandise, afforded great facili- 
ties for overtrading, or 1ather overbuying. 

‘And in the taird place, the conduct of the Bank 
of the United States greatly tended to produce 
these excessive importations. That institution be- 
came the broker for the sale of all Stats bonds in 
Eaope. It endeavored to monopolize the entire 
cotton trade of the country; and it drew bills of ex- 
change on England, most freely, at moderate rates, 
against the proce ds of the e bonds and of its cot- 
wn. Every ‘emp atioa was thus presented to spe- 
culations in foreign merchandise. f 

These thiee causes combining, have occasioned a 
second suspension of specie payments within two 
years after the first, and produced that bloated cre- 
dit system, 
now ceeply suffering. 

I most heari'y concur with the Senator from 
Kentucky in one of his posiuons. We certainly 


ist Sess. 


d place, the immense anount of 
the States in England, a 


o Ì 
on of which was brought home n the | 


| 


from the wreck of which our country is | 


‘| country. 


produce tco litte and import too much, Our ex. | 


panded credit sysiem is the great cause of this ca- 
lamity. 
bounds, and this 
produced. 
much towards a consummation se desirable. Still 
we shall do all we can; and the present bill will ex- 
ercise some ifflnence in restraining the banks from 
making extravegant loans and emitting exiravagant 


issues. 


What effect has this blcated system of credit `; 


the morals of the country? In the 
large c mmerci;! cities, it has converted almest all 
men cf business into gamblers. Where is there 
now to found tae old fashioned importing merchant, 
whose word was as gcod as his bond, and who was 
_ content to prow rich, as our fathers did, by the 
successive and reguiar protits of many years of pa- 
tient industry? 
pride of 
their country both at home and abroad. 
where are they? Is not the race almost extinct? 
Ali vow desire to grow rich rapidly. Each takes 
his chaace in the loitery of speculation. Alihough 
there may be a hundred chances to one against 
him, each, eagerly intent upoa the golden prize, 

~ overlooks the intervening rocks and quicksands be- 
tween him and it, and when he fondly thinks he is 
about to clutch it, he sinks into bankruptcy and 
ruin. Such has been the fate of thousands of our 
most en‘erprising citizens. 
If the speculator should 

the golden prize, no matter by what means he 


produced upon 


Such men were the glory and | 
commerce, and elevaied the character of | 
Task, | 


Co: fine it within safe and reasonable . 
disastrous effect will no tonger be | 
It is nı tin the pewer of Congress to do | 


may have acquired bis wealth, this clothes sim with | 


honor and glory. Morey, money, money, confers 


the hizhest distinc’ion in scciery. The Republican ' 
simpicity and virtue. of a Macon would be sub- | 
jects of ridicule in Wall street or Chestant street. | 


"The highest talents, directed by the purest pa‘riot- 
ism, moral worth, literary and professional fame, 


in sbort, every quality which ought fo ecnfer dis- | 


tinction in scciety, sink into insignificance when 
compared with wealth. Money is equivalent toa 
tile of nobility in our larger commercial cities. 
This is the effect of our credit systera. 

Wehare widely departed from the eccnomical 
habits, and simple virtues of our forefathers, These 
are the only sure foundations upon which our Re- 
publican institutions can rest. The desire to make 
an ostentatious display of rapidly aequired wealth, 
has produced a splendor and boundiess expense un- 
known in former times. There is now more extra- 
vegance in our large commercial cities, than exisis 
in any portion of the world, which I have ever 
seen, except among the wealthy nobility of Eng- 
land. Thank Heaven, this extravagance hes but 
partially reached the mountains and valleys of the 
interior. The people there, so far as their poten- 
tial voice can be heard, are determined to put an 

end to this bloated credit system, which threatens to 
involve not only th ie private fortunes, but their 
political liberties in ruin. 

After tbe revulzicn in 1837—after the banks had 
bicwa up, and left the Government without a dol- 
Jar, the President found it necessary to convene 


| 
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Congress. It then became indispensable to take a 
new departure. The cou:se which ought to be 


pursued was the question. The banks had be- 


trayed our trust; th-y had converted our money 
intorags, by a species of alchy my the very reverse 
of that which was attempted in former times, of 
converting baser things into gold. The President 
then recommended an absolute divorce between 
Bank and State, and his political friends in Con- 
gress cordially responded to this recommendaticn. 
We then gave our banner to the breeze, with the 
motto of aa Independent Treasury inscribed upon 
it. Have we not firmly and immoveably main- 
tamed our position? Had we been the cormorants 
after office which our enemies have described us to 
be, we should have yielded our convictions, when 
we found one State afier anoth:r abandoning our 
standard. Neither the Jove of power nor of piace 
made us falter. We did not yield to the panic of 
the moment. We have ever since kept this issue 
distinctly before the people, honestly believing that 
a separation of the Goverament from banks was ne- 
cessary to promote the best and dearest interests of the 
In the opinion of our political opponents, 
we stood self immolated. But the people have at 
length gloriously come to the rescue. The Sena- 
tor is entirely mistaken in supposing this bill to 
e unpopular. In every instance, during the elec- 
tions of the last year, when the question of an In- 
dependent Treasury was distinctiy made before the 
people, the resul: has been either the election of the 
Ad.ninistration candidates, or a greatly increased 
number of votes in their favor. Is it not certan, 
that if the Cengressional eiec:ions in those States 
which elected their memters ia 1838, had been 
postponed until 1839, we shoald now be in a 
iriunphant majority in the other House? The 
Whig party know this; aud I am greatly mistaken 
in the signs efthet mes, ifthyy have not determined 
that this bill shall pass. They will no longer give 
us the battle cry of an Independent Treasury. The 
bill is Ce-tined to become a law during the present 
sesion. I prophesy this result, and prophesy it 
sulely upon my opinion o° the sagacity of lhe Whig 
party. It is possible I may be mistaken, but if I 
should, I shall have one consolation in my disap- 
pointment. If my political existence depended up- 
on the result, I shouid rather have the success of 
the Independent Treasury identified with the re- 
e'ection of Mr. Van Buren, thanany other argument 
which can be used in his favor. Jt alone would be 
sufficient to defeat he hero of Tippecanoe. 
Now, sr, great chang:s have taken place in public 
opinion since September, 1837. Tne prominent 


, arguments then urged upon this floor against the 
prove successful and win || 


Independent Treasury bill have nearly ali va- 
nished away. We now hear no more of a system 
of well regulated specie paying Siate banks to act 
as Governmet depositories. ‘The half-way house 
has been abandoned. The accommodati ‘ns there 
are no longer gocd. Itis in a ruinous condition, 
and can no longer shelter those who formerly took 
refuge in it, The banks have b'own up twice 
within little more than two years, and thus biown 
this argument cf their friencs sky high. No 
statesman, after our recent experience, would now 
think of placing the people’s treasure with the 
banks on general deposite for safe ke*ping. 

Far different is the Independent Treasury. It 
presents every guarantee which can be afforded for 
the safety and security of the public money. It 
will bein the custody cf officers appointed by the 
Government, responsible to the Government, and 
punishable as felons for every violation of their 
trust. Inthe day of danger, when the country is 


involvedin war, the money will always be ready; | 


and at such a crisis, the banks would almost cer- 
tainly suspend specie payments. Besides, they are 
mere State institutions, over which we have no con- 
trol; and they may, when they please, convert our 
money into rags, and then place us at defiance. 
They are beyond the reach of punishment under 
our authority. The Federal Government cannot 


_ justly be considered independent, if we must resort 


to State banks, or to any ather: power except our 
own, for the purpose of keeping the monzy raised 
from the people by taxation, until it caa be ap- 
plied to execute the great powers conferred upon 
us by the Constitution. 


Jan. 1840. 


Senate. 


Again: pub!ic opinion has annihilated another 
argument against the Independeut Treasury. The 
Senator from South Carolina, in March, 1838, 
[Mr. Presron,} in bis tenderness towards the State 
banks, and for the purpose of evabling them to 
resume specie payments, propos d that we shou'd, 
for a limited period, receive their irredeemable pa- 
per in the payment of dues to the Government. 
Much elcquence was also formerly wasted upon 
the extreme cruelly of having one currency fer the 
Government and another for the people. Thank 
Goi! we hear no more of all this. No persona 
new contends that, underany circumstances, the 
Government ought to receive deprecia'ed bank 
paper. Such fantasies have proved too light for 
earth. ‘Tey have risen to the mson, where it is 
said the crude notions ef speculative politicians are 
still floating ebout, and have a local habitation and 
a name. 

The Senator charges us with having employed 
the Sate banks as depositories, and having com- 
mended their conduct in the highest terms. This 
was a grievous sin, and glievously have we an- 
swered it. The difference between him and us is 
this: that afier they had shown themselves to Le 
utterly unworthy of our confidence, we abandoned 
them; but at that moment ke clasped them to his 
bo:om. Admitting that there has been incensis 
tency on boih sides, the state of the fact is this: 
we adopted the S'ate banks; they betrayed us, and 
we cast them off forever. The Opposition dc- 
nounced this system in the beginning, ard pro- 
phesied that it would prove a failure; but at the 
very moment wh:n their prediction was verified, 
they embraced these castaways themselves with all 
the ardor of levers. These banks, as depositories 
of the public money, are now repudiated by all 
parties. Their day has passed, and we shail hear 
little more of them in connection with this subject. 

All men are wise after the fact; but, to Icok back, 
it has often occurred to me as wonderful how 
we cou'd ever have confided in the S ate banks cs 
safe general depositories of the public treasure. 
Our system of banking is the very wor-t, acd :he 
most irresponsible that has ever ex:s'ed on the face 
of the earth. The charters of these banks nowhe:e 
impose any efficient restraints upon the first in«timect 
of their nature, which is to make as much money 
fur their stockholders as possible. They wiil, 
therefore, always expand their credits and their 
issues in the day of delusive prosperity, without 
regarding the approaching storm. The immense 
deposites of the Government increased this fatal 
tendency; whilst the public money was freely 
loaned, and its security placed at hazard, for the 
benefit cf their stockho ders, but for the ruin of 
the country. The wonder, perhaps, ought rather 
to be that they held out so long, than that they 
should have finally exploded. 

Ia 1836, the immense an-ount of these deposites 
had stimulated them almsst to madness. The ex- 
pansion was thea g eat beyond all former example. 
Speculation raged throughout the land. The sus- 
picioss of thecountry were aroused agairst the Go- 
vernment, and the banks were charged with gran’- 
ing peculiar favors to men hb gh in cffice, and to in- 
fluential partisans of the Administration. They 
were denominated “the pet banks.” Such was the 
general sense of the insecurity of the public money, 
in their possession, and such the jealouxy wh'ch ex- 
isted among the people, in consequence of their 
connection with the Government, that I verily be- 
lieve the present Chief Magistrate would never 
have been elected, had it not been for the passage 
of the depcsite bill. The adoption of this mea- 
|} sure was a choice of evils; but it was a much less 
i|. evil than to have left neaily forty millions of the 

public money in possession of the banks. Under 

the Independent Treasury system, we shall never 
again be placed in such a fearful dilemma. 


I was very much astonished that we had no he- 
mily from the Senator against the specie clause of 
the bill. Even this seems to have lost much of its 
terrors. Jt is no longer the terrific monster which 
was to devour all the banks and establish a pare 
metallic currency for all the transactions of all 
the people of ‘he United States. 

There could be no Independent Treasury without 
thiselause. If you were to receive bank notes in 


l 
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payment. of -the public dues, and reiain them ia 
your possession, EEO in this manner, encou- 
the banks as mach to make extravagant ex- 

~ pansions, as though you placed the same amount 
with them on ger depo-ite. Besides, you would 
thus confer a dangerous power upos the Secretary 

- of the Treasury, enabling him to favor some banks 
ard to ruin others; and even if this power should 
not be abused, suspicion would always surround 
its exercise, You must separate from the banks in 
every particular. Evils, both to them and to the 

' @oantry, will follow from the least connect’en with 
them. Besides, if you receive bank. notes at all, 
to the.extent of tte amount which you hold on 
hand, you incur.the verv same risk of having them 
converted into irredeemable paper by an explo- 
se of the banks, as if they he'd them on general 

_ The Senator commenced his speech by present- 
ing us the most gloomy picture. of national dis- 
tress. He predicted that-this distress. would cen- 
Lnue to increase during the present year, and that 
it would affect all classes of the communi y. The 
auffering, he thinks, wiil be peculiarly severe dur- 
ing the approaching summer. I might say to him, 

- “Thy wish was father, Harry, tothe thought.” 

I do not believe, however, he'would desire that 
the people should: suffer -ig order’ to- accomplish 
any political purpose.-: But if, without. contribat- 
` ing te this result himself, it. should be the will of 
the powers above to involre us ia pecuniary dis- 
tress ‘between th's time and the Pre-idential elec- 
tion, he woul! doubtless bear the dispensation with 
Chastian: fortitade. It would-farnigh political ca- 


Pital for-h's friends, and might contribute greatly. 


to verify his prediction, that Gereral Harrison will 
‘take possession of ihe White House on the 4th of 
‘Mareb, 1841. 
-- dn my opivion, the Senator has greatly exagge- 
‘vated the extent of ths-existing distress, That all 
classes of the community have suffered in some. 
degree is certain; but intense suffering has been 
ch efly confined to the large commercial cities, and 
-th6se portions of the Union, such as the State of 
-Mississippi, where the banks bave so evidently 
ruined the pecple as to place all doubt of the cause 
“at défiance. Where is there the country. ander. the 
san on which a bountifel Providence has poured 
raut more blessings than -on-Mi-sissippi?.. Ng po- 
lation ‘on the globe, in proportion- to theirnum- 
Ber, prodaces: a larger amount of wealth from the 
ealtivation of the soil.: And yet the bounty of 
Providence has been counteracted by her mi-e;able 
benkiug system, and her people are new subjected 
to intense suffering: Ia this ins'ance the effect 
‘flows so palpably from the cante; that every man 
‘geen and-feels and knows ij. : What an astonishing 
fact was that sated by the Senator from Missis- 
tippi, {Mr. W arare,] thatin those counties of his 
State. where banks do not-exist,:ihere is no suffer- 


_ ‘tog even at the prsent moment! : If yeu wanted 


an ilidstration ofthe pernicicus effects of the bank- 

` ing aystem, when it tempts fa: mers and planters to 
‘abandon their own proper business and embark.en 
thé-ocean ef wild speculation, you could not have 
one more striking than-that presented by: Mis issippi 
Ot ther present-momeat.- Lam nat:aware that there 
is muchiodiv daal ¢i-tress. among: the mass of the 


` peole im theisterior of Pe nnsylvanis.-- There it is 


-Ebi fly confiac d to those who have been tempted, in 
the day of prcsperi y, 10 go beyond. their, means 
by the facility of cbtainieg bank accommeda ions. 


iei Bat if 1 read the signs‘ of the times aright, the ° 


esis s hes passed, or rather-is gradually. passirg 
away. We cannet-return to a state of prosperity 
beft re the Presidential eleeticn; bat: the. condition 
of'individnals, generally, will -nct.be-one of iatense 


` mliring: The resources of this vast’ country are 


se'great,- end the preductive clascer sero indus- 
‘rions, that ‘with two years of feir play, they can 
prcduce:as mach -wealth 9s the speculators have 
been able. to squanderin.one. There will be: no 
“grea! suffering during the next. summer, unless it 
may be in our latge commercial cities. © |. 
-~ (After presenting in glowing eolors the d'stress-of 
“the eountry, the Senator-asks what ‘measure of re- 
lief have. we Proposed? I- might. ask:bim, in re- 
:. turn; where he will find any clause in the Copstite- 
‘Hon conferring power opon- Congresq to- regulate 
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the banking end credit system of the respective 


_ Grates, and thus strike at the roet of our calamities 


and embarrassmen's? The present Administration 
have not had the slightest egercy in creating the 
existing distress, and can do but little to, arrest it, 
or preventils recurrence. This is a duty which 
develves upon the States. Still we have proposed 
a measure which we believe will produce th:seffect 
to a limited extent. Our chief objects in adopting 
the Independent Treasury, are to disconnect the 
Government from 21l. banks, to secure the people’s 
money from the wreck of the banking system, and 
to have it.always ready to promote the prosperity 
of the conatry in peace, and defend itin war. In- 
cidentally, howev-r, it will do seme good in check- 
ing the extravagant spirit of speculation, which is 
the bans of the country. . `. site aes 

In the first place, by. requiring spezie in all re- 
ceipts and expenditures of the Government, you 
will create an additional demand for gold and sil- 
ver to the amcuat of five millions. of dollars per 
anaum, according to the estimate of the President. 
A lange. porticn of this sum will be drawn frem 
the banks, and this will compel them to- keep more 
specie in their vaults in preportion.to their circulà- 
tion and.deposites, and to bank less, This, so far 


as it may go, will strike af the root of the existing | 


evi'. I fear, however, that it will prove to be but a- 
very inadi quate restraint npon excessive banking,, 
Ia the second place, this -biil will,in some de- 


gree, diminish our imports, especially after June, | 


1842. I most heartily corcar with the Senator in 


desiring this result.. What is the condition of, the | 


importing business at the present moment? Itis 


almost exclusively in. the hands of British agents, | 


who sellail.:he manufactures they can dispose of 
in other portions of the world, and then bring the 
Fesiduam here.to glut our markets. Acccrdirg to 
oar. eiisting laws, they receive a ‘credit from the 
‘Government for the, amount of its duties. They 
Sell the gocds for cash; and this credit becomes so 


. much capital in their hands, to enable them to 


make fr :h importations. The Independeni.Trea- 
sury bill. requires that al! duties skall te paid in 
gold and silver; and after June, 1842, the compro- 
mise law will. take away the. credits altogether. 
We. shall then have a system. of cash duties in 
tation, which will. contribate much to reduce 
the amount of. our importations, and to encourage 
di mestic manufactures, ey gn 
. Ja the third place, this bill wi make the banking 
interest the greatesi economists jn the ` conpiry, so 
far ax the Government is.concerned. Their nerve 
+f s-]'rinte: est. will_be tcuched in favor. of econo- 
my, and this will, induce. them.Jo un‘te with the 


. people in reduciog the revenue and expenditures of 


the Goveinment to. the lowest. standard consistently 


with ‘he public good. They wil, 


-&.9u plug. zevenue, as much as tbey delighted in it 


r -A š 
fereatier abhor, 


formerly, when they used it for banking purposes. | 


Any -turplus which may ex st in fature, will be 
locked up wn guidand silver in, the vaul's of our 
depositories; and, in preporticn to its.amount, will 
deprive the banks of .so mach cf their. specic. 
They will, therefure, became the partisans of, re- 
ducing the revenue to-the actual and necessary ex- 


-penditures of the Goverrment; so that the, specie - 
may-fluw, out. ofthe sub-treasarts with a sapidity || 


coriesponding with its infyx,. Najhing but a large 


surplus can seriously. injure. the banks, , Tois was |] 
di monstrated’t) -me. by one of the mast disin- 


guisted financiers which cur cougtry. has ever pro- 
duced, not himself; I bel'eve, friend!y to.the Inde- 
pendent Treasury. “These Treasury drafts, in the 
vatural coarse of business, will: ind their. way 


ti ter into the benks at the very points where our 
depositari:s. are situated, or into the hards of, ind} | 


viduals there having daties to.pay tothe Guvern- 
ment. Take, for example, New York. , A public 


credit r receives such a draft on the rece;ver-gene- 


ral in payment of h's, debt... Will: he carry. it, to | 


1 New York, receive p yment, aud transport the spa- 
cie from that city? Sach instances will te rare. 


He will genera'ly deposive is to his cedit -in the 


-bapk wyb which, he. transacts. his business, 


wherever that may be. . This b:nk,,if not,in Rew 
York, wil transmit it for coliect-on. tp one gf, the 


banks theres and thus these banks wil draw, 
specie from.our depositary as rapidly as it is drawn 


SSLONAL GLOBE. 


Senate. 


from them for the payment of the public dues. 
Thos the equilibrium will be pré-erved, so long as 
the Government is without a large surplus. In 
other instances, these drafts will be sought after 
and procured by individuals havirg duties to pay, 
and they will te presented to the receivers-general, 
and accepted by them instead ef gold and silver. 

I now come to another and the mestimportant por- 
tion of the gentleman’s argument, If the President 
had taken the Senator from Kentucky wader kis 
umbrella, and wrapped his fnria-rubber cloak 
arcund him, end made him h's Pajincrus to steer 
the ship of Sta‘e— 

(Here Mr. Cray said this was not a possible 
case.] 

Mr. Bucwanan replied, that all thirgs are pos- 
sible, and wonders wiil nevercesse, I zdmit that 
such an event is not very probable; but should it 
ever occur, true es the needle to the pole, the Se- 
nator would steer dircct for a National Bank. This 
is the Senator’s sovereign panacea for regulating 
the currency of the coantry «nd resiraining 
the extavagance of the Staie tanks. I ad- 
mit that the true issue now kefore the country is 
between an Independent Treasury and a National 
Bank, ‘The Pet Bank” deposite system has been 
such an alter failure that another resort to it cannot 
be fetiously contemplated by any consi'e able por- 
tión of the Ame icon-pe:p'e. I feel the uimoast 
confidence in the success of the Independent Trea- 
sury, should the faw be ably and efficiently executed; 
but should it fail, the next experiment willdoubticss 
be another Bank of the United Sates, . 

Waiting, at present, the constitutional quest’on 
on which I have often expressed my opinion before 
the Senate, I propose to take up the Senators arga- 
ment, and prove that sacha bark vould net regu- 
late the currency if it could; and that even if it felt 
the will to do co, it would be entirely destitute of the 

wer, 

Would such a bank, then, if it could, contro! and 
regulate the loans and issues of the State banks? 
In the affairs of human life, if you ex; ect one 
agent to restrain another, you ough! to render their 
interests: copflicting.. This proposition is emphati- 
cally true, when, such agents are bankiog corpora- 
tions, intent upon declaring the Isrgest po:sible di- 
‘vi 'énds among their stockho!ders. Nowa Bank of 
the United States, so far from feeling any interest 
adverse to the State banks, would have the very 
same jindacements with them to make extra- 
vagant loans and issnes. The duty of such 
a tank, as a regulator of the currency, won'd 
be ‘direcily “åt war, with is- interest as a 
| banking institution. Yon. cannot raise ment above 
thé selfish passions of their nature, by maxih® them 
ditebtors á>d stockholders ina Bunk of the United 
States. When their interest as bankers confticts 
With thelr duty as f, gulators of the currency, the 
his ory of mankind points you to the probable re- 
sult. Like he Suate banks, they will always ex- 
tend the r loans, ahd “their issues, whenever they 
éan du so without endangering thei own security, 
This is-the powerfol inst net of self’ interest. Yt is 
absurd, then, to expect that the présitent and di- 
rectors ofa Bask of the United’S Ees “will ever 
become safe and efficient regutators df the caryenty, 
in the very face uf.the't' own irterest as si¢cthdtd- 
ers. It woald be easy for me to prove, from h’'sio- 
rical facts, that neither the former nor the present 
Bink of the United S'ates ever did exercise a regu- 
lar and éfficient. control over the issues of the Stat 
institutions. On‘the ccntrary, whenever their inte- 
rest imp-l'ed them to extend ther own issues, ih + 
bate: pursued this coarse; and thas, instead of 
checking. they have given luose reins to the State 


$ banks. Bovh the Bunk of the United States and 


-thesé hanks have thus tcgether rushed op, aed with 
united forces have ministered to tha! spirit of over- 
trading and extrayagant sp:culstion wh'ch bas so 
often ceso'at- eur country. Time wilt net permit 
më ‘to do tore then refer to the vagt expansions of 
this Rank in'1817 and 1818, in"1823, jn 1831, an 
in 1834 These prodazed’ ruinovs contractions 
‘and aniversal distress. [ think i may affirm, with 
perfect safety, that at each of these perioris, metrad 
of restraining the Sate banks, it took the tead. Has 
it ever preserved the State banking irst.iu iens In a 
scyad condition? Let Mr. Gallatin answer this 


ry 
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gucsicn. Hesays that one hundred and sixty-five 
cour banks broke between 1811 and 1830; and 
during the greater part of this period, we all know 
thai fe prs-nt Bank cf the United States was in 
active existence. 

My great obj c', however, at this moment, is to 
prove, irom the present condition of the Bank of 
the United States, how hopeless it is to expect that 
any similar insti ution can ever be relied upon as a 
regulator of the currency. That Bank still exists, 
it it. Present condition may be cal'ed existence; 
ard this is the first occasion on which I have ever 
krown the Senator to be guilty of ungratefully 
atandoning an old fread in the hour of calamity. 
Betore I tere my seat, I shall endeavor to identify 
the -cateman and his party with this institution. 
‘They were lovely in life, and in death they shall 
not be divided.” 

It is said that the Bank of the United States is 
now but a mere State institution. Butis its cha- 
ract:: changed by changing the source whence it 
derives its chartei? Is it not still the same institu- 
ticn that it ever has been, with the same capital, 
the same directors, the same stockholders, and, 
until very recently, has it not been goveraed by 
the s'me controlling will? Has it not been ex- 
ul ingly proc'aimed by its former president, that 
it now has a mach better charter from Pennsylvania 

han that which it had received from Congress? 


Tris is strictly the truth; for such a charter as that | 


under which it now exisis was never be ore granted 
to any banking corporation, either in Englasd or 
this country. The United States, it is trae, ceased 
to te a stockholder; but it enjoyed the privilege of 
gelling ther seven millions of stock, for which it 
could have procured, and doubtless did procure, a 
large advance. 

From the very nature of things, this vast mono- 
poly, with a capital of $35,000,000, could not have 
become a S ate institution. A single Sate, with 
mere than a sufficient number of State banks al- 
ready in existence, could not have furnished 
empoyment for its immense capital. It would 
have starved within sach narrow limits. 

Did it, in point of fact, confine its operations to 
Pennsylvania? No, sir; it aspired te regulate the 
currency ard exchanges of the whole Union. This 
was the hig) political duty to the performance of 
which it preclaimed itself destined. To tell me 
that this Bank all at once changed its character 
and became a mere State institution, simply be- 
cause it had received a charter from the Legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania, is to deny the evidence of 
our own szases. Was not the currency issued un- 
der the new charter, as well as that under the old, 
declared, in 1°36, to be the best carrency which 
the world had ever seen? Did net the usw notes 
command the same premium, all ever the Union, 
with the old ones; and would they not still con- 
tinue to command the same premium if it had not 
fallen—fallen from its high estate? 

Why, sit, it became, in fact, more a Bank of the 
United States after it received its Pennsylvania 
charter than it had ever been before. It bought up 
State tanks and converted them into branches, in 
Louisiana ard in Georzia; and it shot out its 
branch agenc‘es over the whole Union. In New 
York it has established a branch bank, under their 
free banking law. 

Since its new charter, not content with the whole 
United States as the theatre of its operations, it has 

established an agency in England, and aspired “te 
beard the lion in his den,” and to become the rival 
of the Bank of England in London itself. It 
scorned tò confire itself to banking operations 
alone; but has invaded the province of the mer- 
chant, and has attempted to monopolize and regu- 
late the whole cotton trade between Europe and 
this country. And yet this Bank is now said to be 
a mere Pennsylvania institution ! 

Now, sir, how has it succeeded in the task 
which it imposed upon itself—of regulating the bank 
is ues, and the foreign and domestic exchanges of 
tha Unicn? In little more than one year after its 

charter from Congress had expired, whilst in all 
esp cts it was under the same governmert, and 
continued to pursue the very same course of policy 
that it had done before, it became insolvent, and 
suspended specie payments with less than one mil- 


lion and a half of gold and silver in its vaults, or 
less than one dollar for twenty-three of its capi'al, 
to meet all its immense liabilities. Their amount 
st the time l do dot recollect at present, nor have I 
the means of ascertaining it in my possession. 
Now, Sir, I would ask the Senator, is there the 
least reason to believe that if this bank had con- 
tinued to be the depositary of the public revenue 


until May, 1837, that its fate would have been | 


averted, or that we should not then have hada ge- 
neral suspension of specie payments? Why, sir, 
the public deposites would only have added fuel to 
the flame; and would have tempted the Bank to en- 
gage in still wilder speculations. The overbank- 
ing and overtrading of 1836, which were condnet- 
ed under its auspices, would have become sii!l 
greater—the expansion would have been still more 
ex'ravagant—the bloated cre.lit system, which en- 
abled us in that year to import foreign merchan- 
dise to the value of nearly one hundred and ninety 
millions of dollars, might have raised our imports 
up to two hundred and fifty millions; and the 
catastrophe which followed would have been stiil 
more dreadful. 

In order to repair its fallen fortunes, true to the 
law of its nature, this Bank has since proceeded 
from one extravagance to another, until it is now 
almos! a heap of ruins. Instead of ecntrolling and 
regulating the other banks of the country, it has 
notoriously been the chief, nay, almost the only 
cause, of the existing suspension of specie pay- 
ments. The glory of which its friends now boast 
is, thatit has been able to borrow £800,000 sterling, 
at an extravagant rate of interest, frem private 
bankers in England, to save it from immed a'e 
bankruptcy and ruin. Alas! how are the mighty 
fallen! 

And itis by the creation of another such insti- 
tution thatthe Senator steks to regulate the currency, 
and control the bank issues of the country! Why, 
this is faith against fact; speculation against exp-- 
rience. This would be to adopt, as our grand 
reguiator, an institution precisely similar to that 
which has been the great author of our vast bank 
expansions, and our bloated credit system; and 
which has fallen under the weight of its own ex- 
travagance. With all the experience which the 
people of the United States have had upon this 
subject, it will be long, I trust, very long, before 
they return to a Bank of the United States. 

Bat I prop^sed to prove that, even if a Bank of 
the United States had the d sposition to restrain the 


loans and issues of the State banks, it would not | 


possess the power. 
of the argument, which can scarcely ever exist, 


I suppose a cave for the sake | 


because, as a regulator of the curreacy, it world’ 


have a duty to perform directly at war with the 
interest of its stockholders. š 


The only mode by which it has been thought ` 
that this object could be accomplished, was forthe | 


Bank of the United States, confining its own busi- 
ness within safe and proper limits, to receive the 
notes of the S ate banks on deposite and in pay- 
ment, and to call upon them at short periods to 
pay the balarces in specie. 
things, it would be impossible for such a bank to 
receive the notes, and restrain the overissues of 
more than a very few cf the eight hundred banks, 
which are now scattered over this country. Each 


of these banks has its own limited sphere of circu- | 


lation, and they are xot compe'led to receive the 
paper ofeach other. In point of fact, this is not 
generally done; nor could any Bank of the United 
States be required to receive all the notes which 


Bat, in the nature of . 


these eight hundred paper manufactories are con- . 


stantly pouring out upon the public. From the 


law which regulates currency, that which is the : 


worst, has always the most extensive circulation. 
Individua's will always hold fast by the gold and 


silver, and pass away the bank notes; and of these || 


notes, they will pay out the doubtful, and preserve 
those which are above suspicion. No Bank of the 
United States, however great its capital, and ex- 
tended its powers, could ever reach the evil. Ir 
could never transact business with one bank in 
ten, I might say in twenty, of he whole number. 
Butit is in vain to speculate upon this subject. 
Experience is the best teacher. One fact is worth 
one hundred arguments, Independently of the ad- 


: of the banks in ovr own country. 


verse experience of our own ecuntry,the experiment 


has been tried by the Bank of England under the 
most auspicious circumstances, and it has utterly 
failed. 

The real capital of the Bank of England is about 
seventy milions ^: dolars and it has ten branches 
at the most commercialand manufacturing points 
of the kingdom. In 1836, the rate of fereign ex- 
change was largely against England. The specie 
of the Bank was, therefore, gradually diawa from 
its vaults for exportation. It beceme necessary, 
for i's own salvation, that it should make a vigor- 
ous effurt to diminish the amount of the circulating 
paper medium, and thereby restove the equilibrium 
of the foreign exchanges. The bank credits and 
currency of England had become so inflated, and, 
in consequence, the prices of all articles had ad- 
vanced to such a standard, that, to use the language 
of one of their own statesmen, it had become the 
best country to sell in, and the worst country to buy 
in,throughout the world, It was profitable, therefore, 
to import every foreign production which could te 
admitted to enuy, and on account of the high pa- 
per prices of their domestic productions, their ex- 
ports were greatly diminishhd. The censequence 
was, a continued and ruinous drain of specie from 
the Bank of England to adjust the balance of the 
trade against that country. The bank well knew 
that, if it could limit the amount of the paper circu- 
lation, it would reduce the price cf their home pro- 
ductions in the saxe proportion, and thus render it 
profitable for foreign merchants to export British 
manufactures instead of specie. For this purpose 
it contracted its loans and issues, in the vain hope 
that the jont stock and private banks would be 
compelled to follow its example. In our slang, it 
put the screws upon them. What was the resu!t? 
I shall not enter upon a delail of particulars. It is 
sufficient to say, that, as it coniracted, the oiher 
banks of the kingdom expanded their loans and 
their issues; and that, too, in a greater proportion 
than its loans and issues were diminished. Prices 
still con‘inved to rise, and bullion still continued to 
be drawn out of the Bank for exportation. The 
utter impotency of this grand regulator of the cur- 
rency to control the other banks and keep the pa 
per currency of the kingdom within such limits as 
to arrest the exportation of gold and silver, has thus 
beer so clearly demonstrated, that many ef the ab- 
lest British statesmen despair of accom 'i-hing the 


‘| object in any other manner than by restricting the 


issues of paper money to a single bank, and regu- 
lating their amcunt by the agency of the Govern- 
ment. Here, then, is animportant fact incontesta- 
bly establi-hed. If this be true, and there can be 
no ques'ion of its truth, I would ask the Senator 
how a National Bank, even witha capital of fifty 
millions of dellars, could regulate and restrain, 
within proper limits, the loans and issues of eight 
hundred State banks,scattzred over the whole extent 
of this vast country? The thing is impossible. It 
cou'd not be accumplished by such a bank. 

And what is the condition ef the Bank of Eng- 
land at the present moment? According to the 
testimony of Mr. Horsley Palmer, its president, 
given before the secret committee of the House of 
Commons, previous to its recharter in 1833, the 
principle on which it had proceeded in regulating 


i its issues, was to keep as much coin and bullion 


in its coffers as amounted to a third part of its lia- 
bilities, including sums deposited, as well as notes 
in circulation. Experience had established the 
fact, that this rule of cne for three of circnlation 
and deposites was the safe proportion. Its nec:s*- 
ties have compe'led it to depart widely from this 
rule of itsown creation, Instead of teing able to 
regulate the loans and issues of other banks, it has 
with difficulty been able to save itself. It has been 
going down and down, until, aecording to the last 
quarterly statement of its condition whch | have 
seen, it had not one pound s-erling in bullion for 
seven of its circulation and deposites. In this 
respect it isin a much worse condition than many 
In order 


:; to save itself from utter ruin, British pride has 


' humbled itself so much, 


| 


that the Bank of 
England became a suppliant to that ef France 
for a supply of bullion, which was gracicus- 
ly, though condescendingly, granted. This fact 
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is the highest evidence it -is possible to`present of 
t-he advantages which a country, the baris of who:e 
circulation is gold and silver, enjoys over another 
country, whose er currency is greatly expanded. 
The Bank of England will probably never see the 
day, under its present charter, when its bullion will 
again be equal to one-third ef is-circulation and 
ites. Indeed, one bad crop, in its present con- 
ition, woald drain it of it: geld and silver for the 
purpcse of purchasing foreign grain, acd compel it 
to suspend spece paymen's. Neither this bank, 
nor the Bank of the United Sta‘e:, can ever be re- 
hed upon as regulators. of the loans and issues of 
the other banks of their respective countr es. 

. The Sena or from Kentucky would have “a well 
Bank of the. United States.” -He lays 

great emphasis upon the: words “swell regulated.” 
Does he mean to insinuate that the present Bank 
of the United States, under its charier from Con» 
' gress, was not the best regula‘ed bank. which the 
world ever saw? Ihad thought, that, in: h’s-opi- 
nion, this. Bank was perfection isself. The treth, 
however, ıs, that any. regulations. which. you caa 
proin in the charter of such an institution, will 
disregarded, whenever a. powerful. intere-t dic- 
tates their vie'ation. . Like the strong man ia the 
Scripares, it will saap: the cords by which it is 
bound, zs if they Were thread..; k. will ca‘culate 
upcn-violating its charter with: pezi ct impunity, 
bec:use it well knows how uawillag Congress 
` would be to: inflict so much. evil upon tae country 
as would necessarily resu t from its sudden destrac 
tion, : Once put such an institution into successful 
op ration, and yon car no lorger regala‘e its mo- 
tion by the rest.ictions of its cherter. The present 
Bank was ever a lawless institution, vp- until tre 


day when it fraodu'ently seized upon the entire cir- 


eulation of tte old Bink, ‘legal branch drafts and 
all, asd compelled Cc ngress to pas: a law making 
it a penitentiary offeace in its officers to reissue 
these‘resarrec’'i-n no‘es.” Under its State char- 
ter, it has been true to its original character. Al- 
though it now has a chuter-such as no other bank- 
ing institution: ever bad, it has already beea guilty 
of several palpable vio'atiors of this-charter, inde- 
pendently of having twice suspended specie pay- 
. ments. I shall not troable the Senate with the 
enumeration of theze violations: -Itis new. at the 
mercy of the Legistaiure: It has: pronowrced its 
ewn doom ander its own charter; and it now: only 
remains for the Legislature -or ithe Governor to. 
earry this “sentence into execution. through the 
-of the judicial tribunals. Whether they 
shall esforee: this: forfeiture cr not, is for them in 
their wisdom to determine, not for me. 
in this place, attempt to interfere swith their high 
and respantib'é daties, although I should.consier it 
the greatest of alt bank reforms, if this Bank ‘cou'd 
be dio:tel out of existence. =o Gesu we e 
‘. -The Senator ridiculed the idea that the establish- 
ment of a new Bank of the United States could 
prove daogeroes: to civil liber.y. Such a Bank, 
with a eapital of from fif'y to a hundred millions 
of dollars, with branches in every Stite of the 
Union, ‘directing, by its expansions and con'rac-. 
tions, when prices: should rise and when’ they. 


should fail, would be a most tremendous instru... 


ment of irresponsible power. It would be a ma- 
chine mach more formidable: than this Govera- 
mert, even if the Ailministration were as corrupt 
as the fancy of: some gentlemen hes painted: it. 
There is a nataral. alliance between weatth and 
power. Mr. Randolph once said, “Male and fe- 
male created -he them.” Combine the moneyed 
aristocracy of the coun‘ry, 1) rugh the agency of a 
Na tioval Bank, wih the Acmiistration, and their 
united power would create an inflaence which it 
Would be almost. impossible for tye people to with- 
sand. Weshoald never azain see these powers ia 
hostile array against each other. In the days of Gen. 
-Jackson we witnessed the excepticn, not the rule, 
Give any ‘President such: a Bank as Ihave de 
scribed, and we shall hereafter bave a most peace- 
fal.succession. With all the power of the Execa- 
tive, combined with ali the wealth: of the country, 
he would be the most arrant blockhead in the 
world if he were not able to re-elect himself and 
to nominate his successor. All the ferms of the 
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still be deluded with the idea that they elected 
their President; but the animating spirit of our free 
institutions would bẹ gone for ever. A secret, but 
all-pervading, moneyed influence, would sap the 
foundations of liberty and render i an empty name. 

The immense power of such an institation was 


| manifested in the tremendous efforts which it made 


a 
i 


I-shall not, © 


‘Oorstitation might still remain, Ths people might 


| against General Jackson. - 


Had he not enjoyed 
more personal popalarity in this country than any 


i man who ever lived, these efforts would have 


proved irresistible. As it was, the conflict was of 


| the most portentous character, and shook the Union 


to its centre. Indeed the Bank, a! one time, would, 
in ali huma% probability, have gained the victory, 
had the election of President chanced to occur at 


: that period; and we should then have witnessed the 


appailing spectacle of the triumph of the Bank over 
the rights and liberties of the people. The Consti. 
tution of the country and the Democratic party 
woul then have been prostrated together. 

_ On Friday last, when I very unexpectedly ad- 
dressed the Senate, I stated a principle of. political 
economy which I shall now read from the beek. 
It is. this: “that if you double. the amount of the 
necessary ciiculating medium in any country, you 
thereby double the nominal price of every article. 
If, when the circulating medium is fifty millions, 
an article should ccst one dol‘ar, it would cost two, 
ifẹ without any increase of the uses of a circulating 
medium, the quan ity shou'd te. increased to one- 
bunded millions.” Toe same effect. would. be 
pro’ucel, whether the citcu'ating medium. were 
specie, or convertible tank paper mirgied with 
specie. Itis the increased quantity of th- medium, 
not its character, which produces this effect. Of 
course I leave out of view irreceemable bank 


paper. Fy ; 
Ido pot pretend that, on que-tions of political 
econcmy, jou can attain mathema‘ical certainty. 


as pes ible. The princ ple which I have stated is 
sufficiently near the truth to answer my. present 
purpese,.. From this piinciple, I drew an infereace 
that the extravagant amount of our circulating me- 
dium, consistirg, in a great degree, of the notes 
thrown out upon tke community by e'ght hundred 


banks, was injurious to our domistic manof:ctures. 
In oiher words, that extravagant banking and 


domestic manafactures are d.rectly hostile to each 
other. 


. « Ldid;not understand that the Senator from Mas- 
' gachusetts (Mr. Davis] contested: the general pro- 


position that. an increase in. thé currency of any 
country, withcut any igcrease of the uses of a cir-, 
culating medium, would,, in the. same proportin,' 
enhance the price of all the productions of shat. 
conatry whose value. was not regulated by a foreign. 
demand.. He could not have contested th s princi- 


ple.: Lf he bad, all.history and all experience would | 


have te: n arayed against him.: o, poa 
Thed scovery of the mines of- Sou:h America, 
and the consequent vast increas? of the precious 


me'a s put into circulati7n in the form of money, 


have greatly enhanced the, nominal price of all pro- ` 


per y throughout the world.. Indeed it is now a. 
walter of curious amusement, to. contrast the. 
lcw .pric sof all articles three ctn‘uries ago, 
with. their present grealy advan-ed iates. The 
Bauk of Eagiand recognises, and constantly acts 
npon this principle, theagh often without success. 
When prices become. so high, in consequence of 
a,redugdancy of, paper currency and bink credits, 
that it is more prafitable.tuexpurt thé preciuds me- 


t.ls from the kingdom than its manufac:ures, this. 


‘bark constan'ly dimini-hes its leans, raises. the 


rave of interest, and reduces. i's circulation, with 
he avowed object of:reducing prices to sueh a 


standard es will re.der it more profitable to expert 


merchandi-e than bullion. Tt is in this. man-er 


All yon can accomplish is to appreach it, as. near. 


| 
| 


| 
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_ hat- the Bank seeks. to rezwa'ë.ihe foreign ex- jj 


changes. ere oe Sey ed pe Ea TOES 
„Bat why nced we. resorito foreign nations for. 
illasıraʻions of: the truth of this position, when. 
it has been brought home to the ac‘ual knowledge 
of every man. wihio this counity. Have we.not 
a:l learned, by bitter experience, that when our pe- 
riodica! expansions commence, the pr.ce of ali pro- 
perty hegins to rise? . It goes om increasing with the 


isq psing expansion, until. the babble bursts; and || we pot he necessary cap 
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then bank accommodations and bank issues are 
contracted, the amount of the currency is reduced, ` 
and prices fall to -their former level. This is the 
history of our own country, and we all know it. 
A certain amount of currency is necessary to re- 
present the entire exchangeable property of a 
country; and if this amount should be greatly in- 
creased, without a corresponding increase in the 
exchangeable productions of the country, the only 
consequence would be a gieat enhancement in no.n- 
inal prices. I say nominal; because this increased 
price wiil not enable the man who receives it to pur- 
chase more real property or more of the neces- 
saries and luxuries of life than he could have done 
befcre. 
Let me now recur tò the proposition with which 
I commenced; and I repeat that I do not pretend to 
mathematical accuracy in the illustration which I 
shall present. The United S:ates carry on a trade 
with Germany and Frasc; the former a hard mo- 
ney country, ant the la‘t-r approaching itso nearly 
as to have no bank nots ia circulation under the 
denomiaation of five hundred francs, or nearly ore 
hundred dollars. On the contrary, the United 
States is emphatically a paper money country, 
having eight hundred banks of issue; all of them 
emitting notes of a denomination as low as five 
dollars, and most.of them one, two, and three dollar 
notes. For every dollarof- gold and silver in the 
- vaults: of - these banks, they issue three, four, five, 
and some of them as high as ten, and even fifteen, 
dollars cf paper. This. produces a-wast but ever 
- changing expansion of the currency; aad a cosse- 
-quent increase of the prices of all articles, the yatue 
of. which i: not regulated by the foreiga demand, 
‘above the prices of similar articles in Germany and 
France. At particular steges of cur expansions, 
we might with justice apply the principle which I 
have stated to cur trade with these countries, and 
asseit that, from the great redundancy of our cur- 
rency, articles are manufactured in France and 
Germany for one-half of their actual cost in this 
country. Let me present an example. In Ger- 
` many, where the-currency is purely metallic, andthe . 
erst. of every thig is r.duced to a hard money 
standard, a piece ef broadcloth can be manulac- 
tured for fifty dollars; the manufacture of which, 
in ourcoun'ry, from the expansion of our paper 
currency, would cost one hundred dollars. What 
js the consequence? The foreign French or Ger- 
man manufacturer imports this cloth into eur coyn- 
try, aad sells it for a hundred dollars. Does not 
‘every person perceive that the redundancy of our 
currency. is equal to.a premium of one-hundred per 
eent; in faver of the foreign manu/actarer? . No. 
tariff of protection, unless it amounted to probjbi- 
tion, could counteract’ this advantage in favor of 
foreign manufactures. I would to Heaven that I 
coald arcuse the attention ofevery manufactarer of 
the nation to this important subject. ai 
~The foreign manufacturer will not receive. our 
bank mt:s in paymeat,. He will take nothing: 
home except gold and silver, or bills of exchange, 
which are equivalent. He does not expend this 
money here, where he would be compelled to sup- 
port bis family, and to purchase his labas aed.ma- 
terials at the same rate.of prices which. ke receives. 
for his manufactures... Oa the contrary, he goes: 
hem>, purchases his labor, his wool, and all other 
nitic'es which enter into his manafacture, at half 
th: ir cost in this country; and again. returns to ine. 
undate us with foreign w:ollens, and. to ruin our. 
dore-tic manuf.ctares. . I might. cite many other, 
examples; but this, I tr, st, wiil be safficient to draw 
pob ic attention to the subject. This depreciation 
ofo re nrrency is, tl.ecefore, equivalent to a direct 
protectien, granted to the fcreign over the domestic 
masofa tuer: Ii is impossible that-our manufec-. 
tprers shou'd be able.to sust.in such.an aneqial 
compelition.. : est “ 
_ Sir, Í solemnly, believe that if we conl? bat re- 
dace‘th's. inflated. paper bubble. to auy thing like 
reasonable dimensions, New. Englasd would be- 
come the most prosperous manafactaring country 
that the sun ever shcne.upun. Why cannot we 
manufacture. goods, and especially cotton goods, 
which will go into: een ee te 
t tures-in fore f 
Btitish.manulae'u wal? Have we not the 
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industry? Have we not the machinery? And 
above all, are rot ourskill, energy, and enterpr'se, 
proverbial throughout the world? Land is also 
cheaper here than in any other country on the face 
of the earth. We possess every advantage which 
Previdence can bestow upon us for the manufac- 
ture of cotton; but they are all counteracted by the 
folly of man. The raw material costs us less than 
it does the English, because this is an article, the 


price ef which depends upon foreign markets, and . 


is not regulated by cur own inflated currency. 
We, therefore, save the freight of the cotton across 
the Atlantic, and that of the manufactured article 
on its return here. What is the reason that, with 
all these advantages, and with the protective đu- 
ties, which our laws afford to the lomestic manufac- 
turer of cotton, we cannot obtain exclusive posses- 
sicn of the home market, and successfully contend 


we suffer from our extravagant speculations. It 
does not touch my argument to show the perni- 
cious influence which our expanded currency 
exerts on our domestic manufactures. If it were 
not for this cause, exchanges would not only be 


‘| occasionally, but always, in our favor; and the 
; Bank of England could not exerc’se that con- 
: trolling influence over our banking institutions of 


for the markets of the wortd? 1t1s simply because 
we manufectare al the nominal prices of our own | 


inflated currency, and are compelled to sell at the 
real prices of other nations. Reduce cur nominal 
to the real standard of prices throughout the world, 
and you cover our country wih blessings and bene- 
fits. I wish to Heaven Icou!d speak in a voice 


loud enough to be heard throughout New England; | 


because, if the attention of the manufac‘urers could 


once be directed to the subject, their own intelli- ; 


gence and native s:gacity would teach them how 
injur:ously they are affected by our bloated bank- 
ing and credit system, and would enable them te 
apply the preper corrective. 

What is the reason that our manufactures have 
been able to sustain any sort of competilivn, even 
in thehome market, with those of British origin? 
It is because England herself is, to a great extent, 
a paper money country, though, in this respect, 
not to be compared withoarown From thisvery 
cause, prices in England are much higher than 
they are upon the continent. The expense of living 
is there double what it costs in France. Hence, all 
the English who dcsire to nurse their fortunes by 
living cheaply, emigrate from their own country to 
France, or scms other portion of the continent. 
The comparative low pricesof France and Ger- 
many have afforded such a stimulus to their manu- 
factures, that they are now rapidly extending 
themselves, and would obtain possession, in no 
small degree, even ofthe English heme market, 
if it were not fortheir pro‘ecting duties. 
British manufactures are row languishing, those of 
the continent are springing intoa bealihy and vi- 
gorous existence. It was but the cther day that 
I saw an extract from an English paper, wh ch 
stated that whilst the cot'ery manufac'ured ia Ger- 
many was cqual in quality with the British, it was 
so reduced in price, that the latter would have to 
abandon the manufacture altogether. 

The Senator from Massachusetts, after all our 
experience, doubts whether our currency has been 
inflated beyond the proper degree; and to prove 
that it has not been, he says that the rates of ex- 
change upon England have often been below par. 
This fact does not tend to prove that our paper 
currency is not inflated at home. Our foreign ex- 
changes are regulated by the specie standard of the 
world, not by the amcunt of our bank issues at 
home; and whether they are above or below par, 
depends upon whether we are the debtor or the 
creditor nation. We ought always to be, and 
would always be, the creditor nation, if it were not 
for our extravagant speculaticns in foreign merchan- 
dise, produced by the redundancy of our paper 
credits and circulation. Our immense exports of 
cotton ought always to produce a balance of trade 
in our favor; and yet this is rarely the case. There 
is generally a particular period, however, in the 


pr gress of each one of our expansions and con- , 
This | 


tractions, when exchange is in ovr favor. 
occurs after our cotton and other exports have 
paid the debt previeusly contracted to foreign 
nations; and before we have had the time and the 


ability to get fairly under way in a new career of | 


extravagant importations. To say that this cir- 
cumstance proves that our paper carrency is not 
inflated, is an argument which I cannot understand. 
It proves nothing but that Providence has pro- 
vided us a resource in our vast production of cot- 


Wailst - 


` which the Senator from Kentucky so loudly eom- 


plains. This influence is derived solely from the 
fact that we are almost always the debtor nation, as 
we must continue to be, until our wild speculations 
shall be arrested. 

In addition to the reason suggested why foreign 
exchange hzs some imes been in our favor, not- 
withstanding our extravagant importations, I 
might add another which has operated with vast 
power during the last two or three years. This is 
the immense amount of money which several of 
the States have borrowed from England within that 


. period. This money constituted a fand on which , 


ton, which enables us to repair. the injuries which | 


bills were drawn to a large amount, and conse- 
quently reduced the rate of exchange. 
ment of the interest on this debt, particularly as we 
shall probably not scon increase the principal, wi'l 
operate hereafter in a contrary direction, and will 
ten@'to raise, not reduce, the rate of our foreign 
exchanges. 

But the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] 
leaves no stone unturned. He says that the friends 
of the Independent Treasury desire to establish an 
exclusive metallic currency, as the medium of all 
dealings throughout the Union; and, also, to reduce 
the wages of the poor man’s laber so that the rich 
employer may be able to sell his manufactures at 
alower price. Now, sir, I deny the correctness of 
both these proprsitions; and, in the first place, T, 
for one, am notin favor of establishing an exclu- 
sive metallic currency for the people of this coun- 
try. I desire to see the banks greatly reduced in 
number; and would, if I could, confine their ac- 
commodations ts sich loans or discounts, for 
limited periods, to the commercial, manufac- 
turing, and trading classes of the community, as 
the ordinary course of their business might render 
necessary. I rever wish to see farmers and mecha- 
nics and professional men tempted, by the facility of 
obtaining bank loans for long periods, to abandon 
theirown proper and useful and respectab:e spheres, 
and rush into wild and extravagant speculation. I 
would, if I could, radically reform the present 
bankirg system, so as to confine it withia such 
limits as to prevent future suspensions of specie 
payments; and without exception, I would instantly 
deprive each and every bank of its charter, which 


. should again suspend. Establish these or similar 
} reforms, and give us areal specie basis for our 


paper circolation, by increasing the denomination 
of bank notes first to ten, and afterwards to twenty 
dollars, and I shall then be the friend, not the 
enemy of banks. I know that the existence of banks 


and thecirculation of bank paper are so identified 


with the habits of our people, that they cannot be 
abolished, even if this were desirable. To reform, 
and not to destroy, is my motto. To confine them 
to their appropriate business, and prevent them from 
ministering to the spirt of wild and reckless 
speculation, by extravagant loans and issues, is all 
which ought to be desired. But this I shall say. 
If experience should prove itto be impossible to en- 


| joy the facilities which well regulated banks would 


afford, withcut, at the same time, continuing to 
suffer the evils which the wild exce:ses of the pre- 
sent banks have hitherto entailed upon the coun- 


| try, then I should consider it the lesser evil to 


abo'ish them altogether. If the State Legislatures 
shall now do their daty, I do not believe that it 
will ever become necessary to decide on such an 
alternative. 

We are also charged by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky with adesire to reduce the wages of the poor 
man’s labor. We have been often t:rmed agra- 
rians on our side of the Horse. It is something 
new under the sun, to hear the Senator and h's 
friends attribute to us a desire to elevate the wealthy 
manufacturer, at the expense of the laboring man 
and the mechanic. From my soul, I respect the 
laboring man. Labor is the foundation of the 
wealth of every country; and the free la- 


borers of the North deserve espect, both 
for their probity and their intelligence. Hea- 
ven forbid thit I should do them wreng! O? 


all the countries on the earth, we ought to have the 
most consideration for the jaboring man. From 
the very nature of our institutions, the wheel of 
fortune is constantly revolving and producing such 
mutations in property, that the wealihy man of to- 
day may become the poor laborer of to-morrow, 
Truly wealth often takes to itself wings and flies 
away. A large fortune raiely lasis beyond tle 


! third generation, even if itendure soleng. We 


_ musta!l know ins‘ances of individuals obliged to 


The pay- |: 


labor for their daily bread, whose grandfaihers 
were men of fortune. he regular preeess of so- 
ciety would almost szem to coasést of the effirs 


. of one class to dissipate the fortunes which they 


have inherited, whilst another class, by their indus- 
try and economy, are regulariy rising to wealth, 
We have all, therefore, acommon interest, asit is 
our common duty, to prétect the rights of the la- 


| boring man; and if I believed fcr a moment that 


this bill would prove injurious to him, it should 


: meet my unqualified opposition. 


i quires. 


Although this bill will not have as great an in- 


| fluence as I could desire, yet, as far as it goes, it 


wiil benefit the laboring man es much, and pro- 
bably more, than any other class of society. What 
is it he cught mesttodesire? Constant employment, 
regular wages, and unifcrm reasonable prices for 
the necessaries and comforts of life which he re- 
Now, sir, whet has been bis condition un- 
der our system of expansions and contractions? 
He has suffered raore by them than ary other class 
of soci-ty. The rate of his wages is fixed and 
known; and they are the last to rise with the in- 
creasing expansion, and the first to fall when the 
corresponding revulsion occurs. He still continues 
to receive his dollar per day, whi'st the price of 
every article which he comsumes is rapidly rising. 
He is atleng'h mae to feel that, although he na- 
mina!ly earns as much, or even more than he dd 
formerly, yet, from the increased prce of all 
the necessaries of life, he cannot support his 
family. Hence the strikes for higher wages, 
and the uneasy and excited feelings which have 
at different periods, existed among the lab:r 
ing classes. But the expansion at length reaches: 
the exploding point, and what does the labor. 
ing man now suffer? He is for a season 
thrown out of employment altogether. Our manu- 
factures are suspended; our public works are 
stepped; our private enterprises of different kinds 
are abandoned; and, whilst others ave able to 
weather the storm, he can scarcely procure the 
means of bare subsistence. 

Again, sir: who, do you suppose, held the greater 
part of the worthless paper of the one hundred and 
sixty-five broken banks to which I have referred? 
Certainly it was not the keen and wary speculator, 
who snuffs danger from afar. -If you were to 
make the search, you would find more broken 
bank notes in the cottages of the laboring poor 
than any where else. And these miserab e- 
shinplasters, where are they? After the revul- 
sion of 1837, laborers were glad to obtain em ploy- 
ment on any terms; and they often received it upon 
the express condition that they should accept this 
worthless trash in payment. Sir, an entre sup- 
pression of all bank notes of a lower denomination 
than the value of one week’s wages of the laboring 
man is absolutely necessary for his protection. He 
ought always to reerive his wages in gold and s l- 
ver. Of ail men on the earth,the laborer is most 
interested in having a sound and stable currency. 

All other circumstances being equal, I agree 
with the Senator from Kentucky that that country 
is most prosperous where labor. commands the 
highest wages. I donot, however, mean by the 
terms ‘“‘highest wages,” the greatest nominal 
amount. During the Revolutionary war,one day’s 
work commanded a hundred dollars of continental 
paper; but this would scarcely have purchased a 
breakfast. The more proper expressioa would 
be, to say that that country is most prosper- 
ous where labor commands the greatest re- 
ward; where one day’s labor wi!l procure 
not the greatest nominal amount of a depreci- 
ated currency, but most of the necessaries 


ae 
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aad comforts of: life. -Tf, therefore, you shoald, in- 
some degree, teduce the nominal price paid for 
labor, by redacing the amount of -your bank issues 
withwn reasoaable and safe limits, and establishing 
a metallic basis for yoor paper circalation, would 
this injure the laborer? Ceriainly not; because the 
price of ail the necessaries and comforts of life are 
Teduced in the same proportion, aad he will be ab'e 


to pu:chase more of them for one dollarin a sound |: 


siate of the carresey, than he could have done, in 


the ‘days ef extravagant expansion, fora dollar ` 


-and a quarter. So far frominjuriag, it willgreatly | 


benefh the laboring man. Ti wilt insare to him 
constant employment and regular prices, paid in a. |. 


seond currency, which, of all things, ‘he ought 
most to desire; and it will save him from being m- 
volved in ruin by a recurrence vf ‘those periodical. 
expansions and contractions of the currency; which 
have hitherto convulsed the esuntty. oh 

This sound state of the currency: will have anc- 
ther ‘taost happy‘effeet upor the laboring man. He 
will receive his wages ia gold and silver; and this 
will indace him to lay up, for fatare use, ‘such a 


portion of thent as he can spate, after satisfying | 


his immediate wants, This he will not do at present, 
bicause he ‘knows not whether the trash which he is 
now compelled to receive'as money, will contiage 
to be of any value a week. or a month heieafier, 
A koowtedge of this fact tends'to banish: econony 
from his dwelling, and induces hii ‘to expend all 
his wages as rapidly as possible, lestthey may be- 
come worhtess on bis ‘hands, =" >; 
` “Air, the laboring classes understand this subj rfectly. 
Ic is the bard-handed sag 
whom, we must rely in the day of danger, who are the most 
ftiendiy to the ; assage of this bill. Tt is they who are the most 
ardently in favor of infheing into the currency of the country a 
very large amount of the precious metals, ta 
., The Senator.has advanced another position in which I am 
sorry I cannot agree with him. It is this: that. a permanent 
high rate of interest is indicative of the prosperity of any coud- 
try. Now; sir, a permanent high rate of interest is conclusive 
evidence of a. scarcity of capital, and ig indicative of any 
thing bat prosperity. 1 think, there ore, it will puzzle him, 
with all his ingenuity, to establish his proposition. To 
reader a country truly prosperous, capital. and labor. must 


as each. to receive a fair reward.. Jn- 


49, combin 
Bilahi, when the rate of interest was very high, the eoun- 
ny twas not at all in a flourishing condition; but as capi- 
’ oy accumulated, and the "rate of interest conse- 
qa sunk, she became more and more prosperous, though 

e did not reach her highest elevation until money yielded con- 
siderably leas than five per cent. But this subject ia go little rele-~ 
Yant:to the question under discusgiun, that it is scarcely heces- 
sarg to rue it. If it were, it would be easy to show that 4 
high rate of interest, generally, if net universally, enters into 
ditect tonftict with the wages of labor, which the "Benator te eo 
anxious to maintain.. Sappnee, for exarapie, that it required a 
capital of $20,000 te put and. te preserve an iron: manuf 
in succesaful-operation. In one country the ‘interest on t 
sam atten- per cent: would amount to $2,000, whilst-in another 
pest toed procured at four cent. or 4800. difference 
would be $1,200; and, unless this amount can be saved either 
bra reduction in the wages ef labor, or in some other manner; 


factorer who pays the higher rate of interest cannot | 


endure the competition. A kigh mate of interest almost: alway 
Piewes upon the wageg of labor: > : 2 
If the gentleman’s theory be cofrect, Wall- street must beta 
perfect paradise-of «Phere, the rate: of interest for 
a long time has been permanently high, varying between two 
and four percent. a morh, orbetween twenty-four and forty- 
geht par eent. per amum. ‘Post notes of the Bank of the 
Pı States have been discounted freely attwo percent. per 
mth. : With these facts before him, Mr. Jeffery would not 
now declare, as the Senator informs ns he formerly did, ‘that 
this country was the heaven of the peor man and ‘the hell of 
the vich.” i He might probably reverse the position, though 
it would be equally extravagant one way às the other. . A 
country in which a rich mam can realize from twenty-foar to 
per cent. for his money, would’ certainly be 


. thing but a place of torment: for him. . But: what is ike con: 


| 


tion of a peor man in sucha eountry?.. When capitel cem- 
mands such aa extravagant interest to liquidate commercial 
debts, it will no longer be used in the employment of labor; 

poor men must necessarily be thrown owt of em- 
ployment, Such a condition is any thing but a hearen for 


Ths Senator exelaims whh holy: horror, ‘the Steerts ara stih 
upon the throne, and Charles the Becond hassucceeded: Charles 
the First.” He has, I think, ‘been very unfortunate in this his- 
torical altasion, if he intended to comparé our Andrew with 
the first Charles. The enemies of Charles ent off his lend, 

-whilst our Andrew, politically speaking. eut the heads off all 
his enemies; and many ofthem were in snch terror of him, that- 
they dreaded he might turn the metaphor into a reality, and 
cat off their heads in earnest. Charles the Second did not anes 
ceed Charles the First. My Lord Protectorjintervened. Although 
he and the Senator from Kentucky are as different in’ other 
respects as two able and brave men can be, yet whilst he was 
speaking, it struck me that there was one striking point of re- 
semblange between them. ‘And what, sir, do you think that 
was? My Lord Protector always began and ended every thing 
as tho Benator has hegua and endet 
Therin regard to the second Charie 
all men, the Senator ought to be the to disparage our Mar- 
tin E have Tead of a great conquered Goneral, who always 
pronounced bis conqueror to be a very ableaml brave man, be- 
cause, as the historian observes, it would have lewmened the me- 
tits of the vanquished to have been overcome by a fool ora 


his speech—with prayer, 


ews at tear: ~. 


-and firm-fisted men of the country on | 


Be 
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coward. The Senator, in speaking of Martin, ought rather te 
exsiaim, . . g 
; . “Great let me cal? him, for he conquered me.” 
`. Hf, in addition, the tittle magician should be victorious over 
the hero of Tippecanoe, ia the great battle to be foug!:t the ap- 
.proaching autumn, and [ have full faith that such will be the 
result, then he will go down to posterity with all “his blushing 
honors thick upon him.” : 

Thanking the Senate fortheir patient attention, I shall new 
Tesume my seat. 


SPEECH OF MR. WALKER,/ 
= = Or Missrszrerr, ẹ 
In Senate, Tuseday, January 21, 18404-0n Ahe bill 
~ to provide:for the colection, safe kaepigz, trans- 
fer, and disbursement of the public 
> Mr. WALKER said: I am not cerfefp that my 
voice: is yet so entirely restored; afir recovery 
from severe illness, as 10 enable me fally tò 
diass ‘the imperiaat questions involved in 
this bilt. .I will, however, eadeavor to reply to 
some of the remarks of the Senatorfrom Kentucky, 
{Mr: Cray;] and ia doing so, that Senator sya! 
be treated: by me with all the respect which is 
due to his age, experience, and long services. The 
Senator has referred, in his speech, to tke political 
, Complexion of this body; he has coniptained that 
. further delay had not been granted in--procerd:ng 
to the consideration of this measure, and had more 
| than intimated thavif all the vacancies were filed, 
| and the pato wilt respreted, that this til eoudld 


| Jitieal statistics was presen'e}, in examining which 
| it became necessary to review the recent elections 
| in this country, and t9 contrast the vote of the péo- 
i, ple of the several-States with the condition of their 
Tepresentation on this flor. In making this con- 
trast, however, to reflection will be cast by me upon 
the course of awy Senator; for all will, no doubt, 


conscientious convictions of duty. In investigating 
the action of the people ‘of the revéral Stat-s upon 


T haven little to say.” Of | 


this question, Iwill examire the:result of their: most 

recent Congressional elections, as presenting’ the 
fi geréral ‘exponent of: their views and wishes. 
Upon this bazis, then, the following States, by the'r 
“ aios! recent ‘elections, had ‘declared in favor of this 
dill: name!y, Maine, New Hampsh'te, New Jersey, 
Delaware, Peansylvania, Maryland, Virginia, 
‘North Carolisa,; Soath Carolina, Alabama,’ Mis- 
sis ppi, Tennessee, Arkansas, Missouri, Minois, 
Indiana, Ohia, and Michigan; in all, eighteen Siates, 
Goastitating not only a: majority, bat two-thirds of 
the States of ths Un‘on. : If New: Jersey-be not 
eounted apor either side, although the popular vo'e 
was clearly in our-faver, stili the:result will -bé sé- 
venteen States fer, and eight against the measure, 


And if Michigan, since the last Congressional can: 
vass, may have assumed the attitude of opposition 
im her last legislative apd gubernatorial election, 
Georgia, also,-one of the States not enumerated in 
our favor, his, by a similar election; pronounced 
most clea'ly for this measure. Indeed, the State of 


| Georgia, even in her tat Congressional election, 


may be truly claimed as having pronoanced in fa- 
vor of this bili; for, whilst the entire Union party 
fn that State ant their candidates for Congres; had 
declared in favor of this bill, majority of their 
opponents had also, it was:andetstood; annonnced 
“their determination to sapport it, and will faith ‘wily 
tedeem this pledge. f Such, then, was the voie 
of . the peepie--of the: several Statets such 


was the declared will of two-thirds of these | 
States; and such wou'd- be the “vote: ofthe- 


Senate, if the will of the several States, in the 
absence of legislative instractions, show'd conten} 
the vote of every Senator upon this bill, In de- 
nouncing then, with so much violence, this bill and 
its advocates, the Sedatcr from Kenweky should 
remember that heis, in fact, denouncing the pro- 
ple of twowhirds of the States of this Union. ft 
is the. peop'e, emphatically, who have pronacunced 
in favor of this measure, and that too afer ihe 
most searching inquiry, the most deliberate inves- 
tiga ion, and the fullest discussion here and through- 


out the country. . This bill has been the queston - 


upon which the battle has been fought'ant-won, 
anditis under the flag of an Independent Trea- 
sury, that we have- been enabled to rescde this 


+4 


; not pass the Stnate. Here; then, a questicn of po- 


give their votes for or agains! this measure, from . 


being still a majority of two-thirds of the States, _ 


157 


: Senate. 


Administration. from the overthrow with which it 
once seemed to be threatened, by the desertion. of 
the timid, the treacherous, or venal. Sir, when at 
opening of the special session in September, 1837, 
I announced my determination to support this bih 
both by my vetes and speechrs, and that, t-o, with 
the specie clause in:eried, my expulsion from this 
body by legislative ins‘ructions wa: predicted as ab- 
solutely certain. Fora time, Mississippi seemed to 
vibra‘e upon this quest on; but now, what is the 
re-ult upon the fullest discussion? Why, a majority 
in favor of the measure greater than any obta:ned 
in any preceding canvas: The majority in fa- 
vor of Mr. Van Barea in the electoral canvass, 
was less than three hundred, now the majority in 
faver of this measure, at the last election, is more 
than three thousand, and was be’ieved io be aug- 
ment ng every day by new accessions from the 
ranks of our political adversaries. 

But this result the Senator attributes to party 
movements. He says the peep'e were opposed to 


‘this measure, but that the party screws were ap- 


‘plied, and that a few approving shrieks have been 
extorted in favor of the bil! from iis azoniz ng vic- 
tims. Sir, if it were (as it is no!) in the power of 
any Admin‘s‘tation, by mere party discipline, to 
rally a. majority in support of a measure egiinst 
the popular will, by what power is this mental tor- 
tare app'ied to the opponen‘s of the Presideni? 


: How eould the. pariy screws De appl.ed-to them; 


‘and yet have not very many of -the strong: s oppo- 
nests of the President; have not many. entre States, 
heret fore always arrayed against us, changed-their 
“entire front, and now yi-ld to this great measureva 
cordial and sincere suppor? Whence: this: wen- 
derful revoluticn in public sentimen’, this abandon- 
ment of pariy prejudice, this great acce:s'on from. 
the ranks of cur adversarie.? It is the resalt of 
the most fixed and delibera'e conviction on he part 
ofthe people in favor of this geat mé&sare. 1, 
too, Mr. Presivent, have seen the screws app‘ied; 
I, too, have seen the straggling victim writhing in 
agony; q, too, have heard bis shrieks, piercing as 
thos of the wild sea-mew; but the e shticks were 
extcried by noapp! cation of the party screws. No, 
sir, it was: the banks that had applied the screws cf 
incerporated and moneyed power. It was these 
that had. tempted their victim, in an evil. hour, from 
the path-of industry into the mad career of wild 
and extravagant sjeculation; it was these that had. 
pleced the paper ci e within his grasp, that seduced 


: him ‘cnward with dazzling visions: of abounded 


fortune, pnd thea, when phe hone bf pent canis, 
podatak Nia to hopeless BPlOPo ers og 

“The Senator trad, ia’ his speech, againindulged ` 
in the exercise of his prophetic powers. He h 


_ again predicted the “overthrow of this Administra- 
‘ton, aod the instalation of General Haftison in 
` March, 1841. The Seuator bad often, previ usly, 


-predicted the over.hrow of this Admipisiration, as 
well as of that which preceded it; end, sò lately es 
in 1838, be had foretold that, she present Congress 
woul! open with a majority ‘of -twe-thieds against 
the Administration. Thus far, tov ofe of the pre- 
dictions of that-Senator has ever. brea realized; but 
a. reut directly opposite had always: followed. 
So invariably ‘had ibis been the case, that the pro- 


‘spheeies- of that Senator should be interprete! as 


dreams; that is, to set cown. a resalt directly the 
reverse of that foreseen in.the vision; and. thug, if” 
that Senator foretold a defeat, we might always ex- 
pect a victory. : 


‘The Sena‘or from Kentucky had thought proper 


to compare Genera] J.ckson and. Mr. Van Boren 
to the Stuarts, to the Charleses of England, two.of 
the most licent ous and despotic monarchs. But 


England’ was disgraced -by a m narch yet moie 


arbitrary and prefligaie than either the fist or se- 
oond: Charles, If was a Henry... I- shall institute 
no compatisop between this .mbpareh and the 
‘Senator from Kentucky. None such, in, rath, 
can be made; and yet the resemblance is quite as 


-striking as- that of either of the Stuarts to the late 


and present Chief Magistrate. As little similarity, 
also, was there in the original to the picture drawn 


-by the honorable Senator of the American Pre-i- 


dent, driving tbrough the rain with his umbrella 


aud India rabber coat, reckless. of the situation of 


his fellow-citizens. No doubt this portrait wag 
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jready ina the hands of the lithographer, for a 
earicature, as it seemed to have amused so much 
the galery friends of the hororable Senator. 
This facuity of exciting a laugh in the gallery is 
one of the humbiest powers of the haman mind, 
aod rarely combined with great intelleciual vigor. 
Sir, when I want to laugh, I will buy my t cket for 
the theatre, and go and listen to farce er c mdy; 
but if I possess d the comic powers of Mathews 
himself, they should not be exerted in this tribunal; 
and those who possessed this laughter-excitirg 
faculty, even in the most eminent degres, should 
s ill reflect, that it was a faculty in which every 
harlequin was their equal, and every circus clown 
greatly their superior. 

The Senator from Kentucky has drawn a 
gloomy picture of the present condition and future 
prospects of the country, and attributes it all tothe 
measures of this Administration. No such thing, 
he says, occurred prior to the war upon the Bink of 
the United States. Has the Senator forgo ten his 
speech in 1624, when the then existing condition 
of this country was represented by him in quite as 
giocmy colors as those with which he darkened the 
present picture? So close, indeed, is the resem- 
blance between these two addresses, that the Sena- 
tor’s speech of yesterday may well be cunsidered 
but as the echo of the speech of 1824—it was she 
same portrait, scarccly retouched by the same re- 
maikab'e arisi—it was the same trage ly, Te- 
hearsed upon nearly tle same boards, with sewe- 
ly a change of patts, by tie sime distinguished 
orator, That the Senate may know the facts, I 
will read an extract from the speech of that Se- 
nator of the 31st of March, 1824, in fave: of a 
protective tariff. i 

[Here Mr. Wagter read the following extract 
from Mr. Cra y’s speech of 1824, as publi:hed in 
Niles’s Rezister of (kat date, vol. 26, pages 378, 
387, as follows :] j 

“Ia casting our eyes around us, the most prominent eir- 
cumstance which fixes our attention, and challenges our deep- 
eat regret, is the gereral distress which pervadesthe whole 
country. It is forced upon us by numerous facis of the most 
incontestible character. It 13 indicated by,the diminished «x- 
ports of native produce; by the depressed and reduced state of 
our foreign navigation; by our diminished commerce; by suc- 
cessive unthresi.ed crops of grain, perishing in our barns and 
barn yards for the want of a market; bythe alarming diminu- 
tion of the circulating medium; by the numerous bankrupt- 
cies, not limited to the trading Classes, bur extending to all or- 
ders of society; byan un versal complaint ol the want of em- 
ployment, and a consequent reduction ofthe wages of labor; by 
the ravenous pursuit after public situations, not tor the sake of 
their honors and the performance of their public duties, but as 
a means of private subsisten te; by the relaciant resort to the 

rilous use of pap-r money; by the interveution oi legislation 
in the delicate relation between debitor and creditor; and, above 
all, by the low antl depressed siate ofthe value of almost every 
description of the whole mass of the property ofthe nation 
which haa,on an average, sunk not legs than about fifty per cent. 
within & few years. 


* 


* * 


. 


“The truth is, that no class of society suffers more, in the 
resent stigha.ion of bus'ness, than the laboring class. That 
k a necessary effect of the depression of agriculture, the prin- 
cipal business of the community The wages of abe bodied 
men vary from five to eight dollars pet monh; and such has 


been the want of employment, in some parts of the Union, 


that instances have not been unfrequent, of men working mere 
ly for the means of present subsisience. if the wages for lavor 
here and in Engtand are compared, they will be found not to 
be essentially different.” 

Now, this picture of distress and ruin was drawn 
by that S-nator during the very climax of the 
power of the Bank of the United Srates; and yetall 
this seems to have been forgotten by him, and I 

_ now understand bim as asserting that we Wwe'e ex- 
empt from all such calamities during the existence, 
and under the regulation, of a Bank of the United 
Biites. 

(Mr. Cray here explained es not having asserted 
that no such di-tre s as the present bad existed, dur- 
ing the charter of the Nativna! Bank; but that never, 
during its existence, hai this distiess teen attribu- 
ted, asit now was, t? the power over US of ihe 
banks and currency of Engiand.] 

Mr. W. said he had not go understood the S- 
natcr, but received wih pleasure his explana- 
naton. One thin, however, was ceriainly proved 
by this speech, that, in 1824, during the ex:s'ence 
and full operation of the Bank of the Un‘ted States, 
there was greater and more universal ci tress— 

more stagnation of busines*—more laborers unem- 
ployed, and a greater re duction of wages, than at 
the present period. Wages, we were then told by 
the Senator, were at but “from five to eight dol- 


` prs per month,” being no greater than in England, | 
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And yet all this occurred when the Bank of the 
United States had reached the zenith of its power 
—when its late distinguished president (Mr. Bid- 
dle) presidet over its operations—when it was in 
the eighth year of its chartered existence—when it 
enjoyed the Government patrontge, and re- 
ceived on deposite all the pubiic revenues, 
and when nor a hand or voice was raised 
against it. Where, then, was its boasted regulat- 
ing power? where its abili y to have prevented, 
cr even mitigated in any degree, the catasir: phe 
which then overwhelmed us. And to what, among 
other cuset, did the Senater th n atribute the 
embarrassments cf 1824? It was to the “perilous use 
of paper money ;” and to the sime cause may we 
justas truly wace the present disasters. Paper 


money was the fatal cause of all the disasters of iF 


the explesion of 1814, of 1818- 
f 1839, and will coniinue to prc- 
has done elsewhere, periodical 
and disasters, so long as 
the system is continued. Fradicate the paper sy<- 
tem, and you wiil remove the great caute of all 
our evils; and any th.ng short of this will be bat 
temporary expedients; resumption will be but the 
sig: a! for an: taer suspension, until these revalsions 
shall beecm2 annual, and the s; stem die by its own 
hand, the death of the suicide; or expel all the pre- 
cious metals, des roy the standard of value, con- 
vert bank paper into a legal tender, not mere'y to 
the Governnen’, but to the people, and thus over- 
throw the Censtitution, subvert the liberties of the 
country, ard the rights of the peop’e, and e-tiblish 
the reign of a bankocrecy, more sordid, ruineus, 
and despoviv, than that of any monarch, however 
absolute. 

But the Senator now asserts, in his ex planation, 
that although there may have been distress during 
career of tne National Bank, yet never during i's 
existence had we heard of our dependence upoa 
Evglish banks and carrercy, and the reaction pro- 
duced here by their contractions and expan ions. 
The Senator is mistaken. This same reaction of 
British power vpon our pices and our prosperity, 
was kea:d of and described in this ve y year, 1824. 
Had I antieiyaed she assumption of this position, 
I could have encountered it by extrac's fion vari- 
ows speech. s; but it wil! be sufficient to qu» te from 
a speech delivered in Congress in April, 1824, by 
the distinguished Senator from Massachusetis [Mr. 
WEBSTER | 

Here Mc. W. read from Mr. Wessrer’s speech 
of 1824, as ccntaine l in Niles’s Register, vol. 26, 
page 411, as follows: 


“The paper system of England had certainly communicated 
an artificial value to property. It had encou.aged speculation, 
and excited overtrading. When the sh+ck, therefore, came, 
and this violent pressure for money acted at thesame moment 
onthe continentand in England, inflated and unnatural prices 
could be kept up no longer. A reduction took place, which 
has been estimated to have been at least equal to a fall of 30, 
if not 40, per cent. The depression was universal; avd the 
change was feit in the United States severely, though not 
equally so in every part of them. There are those, I am 
aware, who maintain that the events to which I have ajluded 
did not cause the great fall of prices; but that fall wis natural 
aml inevitab’e, from the previously existing state of things, the 
abundance of commodities, and the want of demand. But that 
would only prove that the effect was produced in another way, 
rather than by another cause. If these great and suden calis 
for money did net reduce prices, but prices fell, as of thein- 
selves, to their nstural stats, still the result is the same; for 
we perceive that, atter these new calls for mouey, prices could 
not be kept loager at their unnatural height. 

“abont the tine of these foreign events, our own bank sys- 
tem under vent a chang; anil all these causes, in my view of 
the subject, concurred to produce the great shock which took 
piace iu our commercial cities, an | through many parts of the 
country. The year L 19 was a year of numerous failures, and 
very consilerabie disiress, and would have furnished far better 
grounds than exist at preseut for that glac my representation of 
our cendition which has been presented. Mr. Speaker has 
alluded to the strong inciinatioa which exists, or has existe:} in 
various parts of the country, to issue paper money, as a proof 
of great existing difficulties I regard it rather asa veiy pro- 
dactive cause of those d (ficulties; and the committee will not 
fail to observe that th re is, ai this moment, much the Jjoudest 
compia.nt of distress precisely where there has been the great- 
est atteinpt to relieve it by systems of papcr credit. Aud, on 
the other hand, content, prosperity, and happiness are most cb- 
servable in those parts of the country, where there ha: been 
the least endeavor to administer relief by law. In truth, ko- 
thing is so hane ful, so utterly ruinous to all true industry, as in- 
terfering with the legal value of money, or attempting to raise 
artifici:l standardsto supply ite piace. Such remedies suit well 
the spirit of extravagant specniation, but they sap the very 
foundation of all honest acquisition.” 

Many important admissions are here mace by 
the Senator from Massachuszit:. The disasters of 


1824 are plainly atiribyted by him chiefly to our 


1824; it produced 
19, of 1837, and o 
duce here, as it ever 
revuls‘ons, suspensions, 


; cents per pound; how 


| nearly 8' 


it,” and the reaction upon 
of England.” We are dis- 
per system had produced 
here “artificial” prices and ‘‘ext-avagant specula- 
tion;™ that the same system 10 Engiand had there 
“eommunicated an artifical value to property,” 
and when the shock tovk piace in Eng'ard, prices 
fell there, and the “echange was felt in the United 
States severely.” What change? Why, that 
change and fall of prices in England, which the 
Senator distinctly asserted was prt duced by ‘‘those 
great and sudden calls for money,” aris:nz out of 
the contractions of the Engish banks, which re- 
acted upon our paper system, and finally pre duced 
here the same fali of prices and catasirophe wih 
which England was first overwhelmed. Here, 
then, in this very speech of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, designid to be read by me for a difer- 
ent purpose, the position of the Senstor from Ken- 
tucky is overthrown, ant itis shown that, in 1824, 
during the c'imax of the p wer of the Naticnal 
Bank, the then ex'sting catastrophe was distire ly 
attributed to the reaction upon cur paper Money 
ard price-, produced by the curta Lmeut of the Bri. 
tish Bank, aud the fall cf prices fir t in that Em 
pire. But asthe Senator irem Mes avchusets is 
deservedly the highest authority with the Whig 
party of the Union, because possessing the greatest 
intellectual power, L have read this extract from 
his speech in 1824, to prove thal, daring the exist- 
eĘ<ce and pretende | regulat ng power cf a National 
Bank, be.dmitt:d that our paper money system Was 
the “very productive cause of (ull our) dilficul- 
tes.” Most traly did he then describe it as “at- 
terly ruinous to a'l true isdustry,” as ‘creating 
altincial standards” to supply te plece of the Che- 
gal currency,” as introducing “the spirit of ex'ra- 
vagant speculation,” and sapping the very ‘foun 
daticns of all honest acquisitinn.”” Such were the 
vie vs of the Senator from Massachusetts in 1824; 
such were the causes to which he at ributed the 
catastropte of that period, and did not the same 
causes produce the same effets here in 18372 

At the sp cial session, in Septemte’, 1837, in an 
humbie effort made by me upon thi: floor, in favor 
of the Independent Treasury bill, with the spzcie 
clause, I asserted the following opinicns upon tnis 
subject, which, in illustration of this tope, J. will 
now read, as follows, from that speech, as then 
published: 

“Yos, the creation of this great bank power, to become the 
ally of the British bank and bankers, is indeed a quesiion not 
only affecting the forms of our Government here, but a ques- 
tion whether these States shall be recoionized—whether the 
English bank and its American allies, shall regulate all our 
commerce, and the price of all-our products. Itisnow b diy 
asked, that England should have a vast circulation of gold and 
silver, hut that we should have very little silver, and no gold, 
and substitute bank paper, controlled by the power which re- 
tains the metals, That money should be debased in value 
here, to enable England to control our busivess and circulation 
—that England may sell her imports here at our paper prices, 
whilst she gives for our exports the diminished price a ising 
from a metallic or chiefly metallic currency. No nation could 
long stand the operation of such a sy=tein; but the exporting 
States, the price of whose staple dependa chiefly upon the Erg- 
lish market, and not the amount of American paper money, 
would soon be reduced toabsolute bankruptcy. ith the ex: 
pansion of the paper money here, every article the planter dt- 
siresto purchase would be enhanced in price, whilst his cotton, 
regulated by the English market and currency, Would rem in 
rationaty; till soon the expense of raising cotton word 
be so greatly increased, whilst the price of the article rema ned 
nearly the same, that little or no profit would be derived from 
the culture. It is not the nominal paper prices of property 


here that gives real prosrerity to the planer, but the nett pro- 
fit upon the staple he raises, in calculating whicn the expenses 


“systems of paper cred 
it of “the paper system 
tinctly teld that cur pa 


| of raising the article, arising from the expansion of American 
| paper money, is prec 
| Upon the exporting Stat 


izely so fara dimmucion of his profits. | 
er, then, is thrown nearly the whole 


burden of this eystem. They participate inall the evils of an 


| explosion, and during the expanding process, whilst they givo 
; more for every ariicle connected with conducting a i 


; piantati 
e experiences no Correspondent rise, 
being governel by the less inflated European morey. 
market. To illusirate this position, suppose, from the absence of 
bank paper, the expense in Eaypt, the Basi Indias, or Brazi, of 
raising cotton, including the interest on capital, was one cent 


their great s‘aple 


| per pound, whilst here, from the paper expansion, it was gix 


€ long could we wi-hstand the competi- 
tion, the cotton of al! other countiics bringing in Europe the 
same price as our own? Is it nor evident ihata few years more 
of expansion of the American paper system would reduce the 
exporting States to absoluie bankruptcy, and the whole coun- 
try to the most abject dependence on the money power of Eng. 
land, selling high her imports here bv the false stundard of our 
paper money, and purchasing low all our exports at the price 
regulated by her less inflated currency? In this way, England 
would vastly retard our actual increase of national wealth, by 
seiling her imports to us at our paper prices, fora vast amount, 
aad giving us a leas price for our exports, estimated by her 
nearer approach toa metallic currency. Is it not seen, in thie 
exchange of imports for exporte, pee get, for the same money, 
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fewer imports, and England more exports, by the precise ratio 

in which imports are raised in pricehere by our paper money, 

and exports depressed by being measured by a currency 

more nearly metallic; and thus the whole nation sustains a 
loss? 

“It would be most curi us and instructive to compare tables 
from 1790 to the present period, representing the prices current 
of cotton, of domestic produce consumed wholly in the United 
States, and the amount of paper circulation. These tables I 
have neither had the time or opportunity to prepare; but this 
much must be known to every Senator, that as the paner mo- 
ney, before an explosion, rose in amount, domestic produce 
rose also, whilst cotton at the same period repeatedly fell, 
being regulated by the European money market. One fact 


alone will be conclusive evidence ol the principle, that whilst | 


from 1815 to 1825 the prices of our cotton, including Sea Island, 
averaged eighteen cents per pound, from the latier period to 
1935, inclusive, the average price was less than twelve cents 
per pound, whist, from 1815 to 1835, our paper circulation has 
neariy doubled. The price of our cotton then, instead of aug- 
menting with the increase of our Paper money, has actuaily 
greatly fallen under the operation.’ 


> * 


. “The continaance of such a system renders all the toil, and 
labor, and products of in{fustry, perfectly useless, for, when the 
balance returns in our favor from abroad, even in guld and sil- 
ver, it is only to find its way into the vaults of the banks, that 
these our paper masters may make these metals the _founda- 
tion of new emissions—new overissue and new explosions. If 
any can doubt this last result, let them reflect upon this, which 
is a fixed law of the monetary sysiem, that when great expan- 
sions of bank,issues, whether in the paper of National or State 
banks, takes place here, prices of all products or articles con- 
sumed here rise also; exports remaining unaffected in price by 
thisevent. And what follows? Why the valueof money be- 
ing less here, and prices higher than ìn foreign countries, 
where no expansion of the currency has taken piace, the course 
of exchange rises against us in nearly the ratio in which spe- 
cie, the universal standard, will buy more in the foreiga coun- 
try than in our own; specie comes not here, for it is sunk here 
to the level of our yet convertible bank paper. But prices of 
almost every article being much higher here than abroad, vast 
importations, beyond the power of the country leng to con- 
sume, necessarily ensue; our bank paper is forced upon the 
banks for redemption in specie, to be shipped abroad, where it 
is more valuable than here; and explosion svon follows. So 
certain and unerring is this rule, that instead of there being 
written on the face of all our bank notes a promise to pay in 
specie on demand, the promise should be, if truth were con- 
sulted, not to pay on demand in specie in the contingency above 
deacribed, and shown to he inevitable.” 

And bave not these views, in 1837, been all con- 
firmed by the new crisis of 1839? Have we not 
bad another suspension in the short period cf two 
years? has it not been the result of our paper sys- 
tem and the reaction arising frcm the curiailments 
of the banks at home and abroad? and 1s it not 
bow a questicn, whether these States shall be re- 
colonized—whether we shall bura the Declarat on 
of American Independence, and for all the purpo: es 
of trade and commerce, and in all that concerns 
our industry, be reannexed to Canada, as a com- 
ponent portion of the British realm? And it ever 
has been, and will be, that, with equal advantages, 
the paper money country, will be the wretched de- 
pendent upe n tke hard money nation. The paper 
system of England is better than ours; their bank 
i snes no notes under about twenty-five dollars, 
whilst we descend every where to five dollars, and, 
in many States, to one and two dollar notes, ren- 
dering the currency almost exclusively of paper. 
Our moneyed system then must, under these circum- 
stances, ever be more tremu'ous ard feeble than 
that of England, and hence her power to deciee a 
suspension of our banks, and an overthrow of our 
business, whenever she thinks proper to do so. 
Hence, also, the fact stated by the Senator from 
Kentucky, that the Bank of England torrowel 
ten millions of dollars from the bankers of Paris. 
This is true, and why is it that England borrows 
from France, and America fiom England? It is 
caused by the difference of currency. France per- 
mts the issue cf no bank note under about ninety 
do'lars, England none by her bank under about 
twenty-five dillars, while we descend to one 
and two dolar notes Ergland thea begs frem 
hard money France, and we from England. Yes, 
we beg from the beggar, and the bar.) money coun- 
try being unembarrassed, will always be able to 
loan to the raper money Nation; and thus it is, that 
Holland, with her gold and silver currency, loans 
to all the. world, and we borrow from all the 
world to relieve us as a temporary expe ‘ient from 
the wretched effects of the paper system. Yes, 
the Bank of England, with its enormos capital, 
and backed by the useof two bundred millions 
of British revenue, became a mendicant for a loan 
in the streets of Par's,to save it from it evitable 
bankruptcy, whilst our Bank ef the United Sates 
became a teggar from the beggar in the streets of 
London, but too late to save her from insolvency; 
and such will ever be the miserable and abject 


depencence upon foreign influence, arising from 
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the paper money system. 
by which we ot America 
a mine of gunpowder, the match for the explosion 
of which is held in England, and can at any mo- 
ment be applied at her pleasure. 

But the Senator said, he considered it as ad- 
mitted by the friends of the bill, that its effect 
would be to reduce the wazes of labor. No such 


It is, in fact, a system 
must forever tread upon 


: ad.nis:ion was made by me; but I said that the 


real value of the wages of labor would be en- 
hanced by the introduction of a metal ic currency. 
There are two kinds of prices, real and nominal; 
and there are two kinds of sales, sales for cash, 
and sales upon credit. Under the paper system 
there are no sales for cash, but all upen credit; 
either the cred.t given te the purchaser for his own 
note, or the notes of a tank. The sale for bank 
notes was still but a sale on credit. Ir, on making 
a purchase, I give in payment the note of a third 
person, it is a sa'e on credit; and it is the same 
thing when I give the notes of a bank. The 
transaction is delusive; it is nominally a sale for 
cash, but in reality upon credit. By these sales 
upon credit, the n: minal prices of ihe wages ot la- 
bor are avemen‘ed, but not the real value of those 
wages. The real value of his wages to the la- 
borer, consists not in the nominal price paid him, 
but in the value of that price. Thus, if one man 
in a paper money country receives for his menthly 
labor thirty dollars, and it costs him in that coun- 
try, from the enhanced prices of all the necessaries 
of life, thirty dollars a month to support himself 
and family, the real value of his wages is not so 


| great as that of the laborer who may receive, ina 


hard money country, but fifteen dollars per 
month, and can with twelve dollars a month 
support himself asd family; and I con'end 
hat the expulsion of bank paper will en- 
hance the real va'ue of the wages of laber. 
It is denied, so far as my knowledge ex'ends, by 
no writer on currency, that upon the introduction 
of a paper currency, wages are the last thing 
to advance, and in the least proportion. By ‘hen 
the change from a metalic to a paper currency, 
the real value of the labor of wages, is depressed; 
and if this be so, how can it injure the ‘aborer to 
return fiom a paper to a specie currency? The 
reason given by some for this relatively slower 
and smalleradvance inthe wages of labor upon the 
introduction of a paper currency is this: that the 
capitalists who employ laborers, being fewer in 
number, and more wealthy and powerful, cin 
more readily combine to prevent a rie in the 
wages of labor. But, although’ this might have 
some slight temporary effect upon the first intro- 
ducticn of bank paper in a country, it appears to 
me wholly insuffic'ent to acccunt for the general 
and permanent prevalence of this great principle. 
The true reason for the rule appears to me to be 
this: that the existence of only a sp-cie currency in 
any country increases mest in that country the 
amount of and demand for labor, by creating mar- 
kets fur its product, bcth at home and abroad. 
The amount of labor must depend upon the mar- 
kets for i's pr: ducts. These markets are first the 
foreign, and secondly the domestic mark:t. Let 
us examine the effects of a paper currency, first as 
regards the foreign market. This currency 
enhances so much the cost of producing and 
manufacturing in the country where it exis.s, as 
to decrease the amount ef its exports, and, also, to 
diminish the profits from ihe sa'e of these exports 
ina foreign market. With an expanded paper 
currency, will any one contend that we can ex- 
port, ata proft, any arlic'e to any hard money 
country, whose soil and climate permit it to raise 
or manufaciure the same article; and in re'ation 
to all articles which cannot be ra‘sed in a country 
with a specie currency, and which we doexport 
there, our profit on those experts are greatly dimi- 
nished, by the increase of expense of raising them in 
a paper money country; and thas, also, subjecting us 
tothe hazard of teing driven out of the market, 
or underso!d by other hard money countries, rais- 
ing and selling abroad the same species of exports 
produced at a greatly dimini-hed expenditure. 
Thus the effect cf the paper money system here, 
is clearly to diminish exports, and to decrease the 
profit of all we do export. Now what is the effect 
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of the paper system upon the domestic market? It 
is to deprive the domestic proiucer and manufactu- 
rerevea of the home market, to a great extent, 
and thus to diminish the amount of the products of 
labor. Thus, under our piper system, countries 
having a better currency, and manufacturing at a 
cheaper rate, are enabled, even in the face of high 
tarifis, to monopolise, or nearly so, even the 
domestic market, for most of the Amportant ar- 
ticles of manufacture, which they could not do, 
if we had only a specie currency. Nay more, 
England first purchases here, for instance, the arti- 
cle of cotton, paying a high fieight and insurance 
abroad, and a considerable duty upon the import of 
the raw material. She sends, then, the manufac- 
tured co:ton geods into this country, paying a new 
freight and in-urance, and a new and heavy duty 
upon the import here, and uncersells the American 
citon manufacturer, as to most articles, even in 
our own market. Whatis the cause? It is our 
miserable paper system, sv much worse than that of 
Engl:nd, which so enhances here the cost of manu- 
facturing, as to sac.ifce the Ame.ican to the to- 
reign manufacturer. And here, azan, the Ame- 
can c tton grower is greaily injured, as well as the 
manufacturer, If, with eur augmented production 
of cotton, we de-ie it to maintain a permanent 
profitable price, we must extend the consumption 
of the mənufac'ured fabric. That ecnsumption 
will be greatly increased, by diminishiag- the ex- 
pen-e of manufacturing the raw mater al, ard thus 
cheap*ning the price, and thereby extending the 
use, of the manufactured fabre. Give us here a 
Specie currency, and having but little, if any, 
freight or insurance, and no datics to pay for the 
raw material, we can supply the wor'd with manu- 
factured fabrics at cheaper rates than England 
could possibly afferd to do. And when we take 
int» view, also, the cheaper ra'es at which we 
could then manufacture, equip and sail vessels, 
we cou'd put down all competition, and export 
atroad or sell at hcme, not merely one mil- 
lion eight hundred thousand bales cf American 
cotton, bot nearly all of this cotton, which 
s now chiefly manufactured abroai, would be 
manufactured to an infinitely greater extent 
at home, to the extent, in a few years, of 
atleast one million of bales per annum; mak- 
ing thus an annual diderence in favor of our 
owa country of at least fifty millions cf collars. 
Yes, there is pot a plantation or city in the South, 
nct a seaport er manufacturing village in any of 
the Eastern, Western, Northern, or Middle States, 
that would not feel a new impulse from the adop- 
tion of this g-eat system. We have the greatest 
natural advantages of any coun'ry upon the face 


‘of the globe. We have the most tertile so l, the 


best climate, the most energetic and intelligent peo- 
ple, and the freest Government on earth, ard 
ought to be the most prosperous of nations. Why 
is it otherwis:? Itis our paper system, that pros- 
trates the lator and industry of the na'ion, that 
taxes labor and its products, that taxes cur foreign 
exports nearly one hundred per cent. on tte in- 
creased cost of production, that taxes ia the same 
manner the great manufacturing and navizating 
interest, that destroys the prefits of national indus- 
try, that Cecreases cur exports, deprives ns of the 
foreign market for most of the:e exports, aid di- 
minixhes the profits upen all, asd. surrenders 
the domestic market for almost every product or 
manufacture of foreign countr.es havirg a better 
and souncer currency than our own. Aad ail for 
what} To inc-ease the ncminal fictitious prices 
uf sales upon paper credit, even whilst the system 
endures without a shock; but prodneirg over im- 
portation here, from owr inflated prices and dimi- 
nished exports, creating just as certainly a demand 
for the precious metals from abrosd, to liquidate 
‘hat balance, thus crea‘ed there, for which oar 
bank bills are not receivable, and producing peri- 
edical suspersicns and convulions, and wide- 
spread ruin. And to what end? Why, that a few 
bank steckholder:, less than one to one hundred 
and fifty of the people, may reap in idie:.ess enor- 
mous profits, by substituing their fictitious paper 
credit in place of the constitutional currency of 
gold and silver; and Je it be remembered, that 
when, one of these convulsions comes, the demand 
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from abrosd for the precious metals strikes down. 
at once at least two-thirds of the curreney of the 
coantry—the bank expansion being at least a8 three 
to one of paper for every dollar of specie—and the 
coatraction being of course required to be in the 
game Tatio, to maintain the proportions of the sys- 
. tem. And let me say toa'l w:o propose to remedy 
the evil by a hich tariff, that they never can cr wall 
succeed, and if they did enaet such a law, it could 
not and woold.not be endured; and if it were, the 
bank: paper system would soon ‘counteract to them 
all its suppesed beneficial consequences. It would 
stilt farther diminish our exports, still more seri- 
ously depress the profits upon th ir sa'e, and, by 
impoverishing. the South, deprive the North of the 
only market to which, under the bank paper system, 
the North could lovk for the sate of their-m:nulac- 
tures: Ifthe North destroys the South, they will ruin 
their best,almost their only customers,and ultimately 
overthrow their own presperity; but by abandon ling 
the bank paper system, all the great mterests of the 
whole country will be permanently and . wonder- 
fel'y promoted This paper.system is, in fact, a 
duty levied upon expor's, forthe bent fit of no in- 
rest whatever; itis a duty in the increa‘ed ex- 
peuss of production, equal to the cot on planter, to 
a forcible seizure of at least thirty bal s ou! of eve y 
‘one hundred of bis crop, and is more pernicious 
even than the odiogs tariff of 1828, and with no 
- corresponding advantages to any section of the 
Union, but deeply injurious to all- -Bat the sy - 
tem of a sound and specie currency, embraces in 
its sdvantages, the whole Usion and all its parts; 
-it comprehends every secticn, and advances every 
interest. Adopt it, and yeu will soon overthrew 
ail sectional jea owsies, unite all intvies's-by the 
inseparable links‘of reciprocal benefi £, and render 
eur glorious bond of anton as: enduring as the 
continent opon whirhitexits: i 
By the offieia! returns upon the files of ‘the Se- 
pate, itappeats that, from the IstOc‘ober, “£789; to 
30th September.: 1839, the totality of our exports 
was $3.557,829,951, and the totality of ‘our im- 
ports, during the rame period, was 94,339,713 649, 
þe ng an excess against us of imports over exports 
of $761,883,698; and this vast sam, -approaching 
nar one thousand million of dollars, is, in troth, 
but a part of the bounty paid to-foreign indastry by 
debasingoorcurrescy, ant thus yielding up to it, 
to $> vast an extent, both the foreign and comestic 
market. In addition to this vast:um,the diminished 
exports, the decreased profits upon their sa'e, and 
the decreased pr. ducts of every kind, will make the 
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Senate, will make out tables from every year 
since 1789, exhibiting for each year in separate 
columns, first, the excess of imports over exports; 
second, the years of the chartered exist:nce of the 
two Banks of the Un:ted Stetes; third, the total 


| amount cf paper currency; fourth, the years of 


national loss, from the bank paper svs'em, at least 


two thousand mi tiohs of doitars.. We have seen 
_ ahat the total exces of imper s over expor's, from 
‘Ast. Octoter, 1789, to. 30th: September, 1839, 
wag $781,883,698, the while of which, ‘except 
. 9196,055,621, ‘ocearrelt from 1791 till 1831, 
and from 1816 till 1834, dor'ng the wretched career 
of the two Banks of the United States; an with the 
exception of $71,560,171, it may all be nu'y said 
ta, have oceared dating the dominion of a United 
States Bank, for the present Un ted Sates Bank, 


under itsnew chatter, has.inflated picts, currency, 


and fictitioas. credit, fally as mach as any of its 


decessors, ` One thing; however, is eertain, that: 


it is all the result of our bank paper system. 
Another. fact is. also. clesrly poved, that tne 
first Hamiltonian: tariff, ner the tarif of 
1816, nor that of 1824, nor yet even that 
of 1828, arrested this rhincus excess cf im- 
ports over. exports,’ No, siy; it isnot: a hieh ti- 
riff thet we wart, but the mest Kmited revenue 
duties with a specie policy, that is: to-command for 
us our own, as wel as foreign marke}, that 
isto advance all interesis, in every section of the 
Uaion, and make ic the interest of all to-enceurage 
free trade. But for the bank paper system ‘he pro- 
. dacts’ of osr industry wou'd be more than double 
-what they now are, and our popalation wonder- 
fally augmertel; and we should, lonz ere this, have 


‘passed Engiand in the race for wealth and power, _ 


‘and will. soon overtake and pass her now, if we 
-will but.abandoa the wretchel policy of debesing 
our currency, by-the bank paper systedi, and thus 


closing, to the products of our own industry, 
nearly exery:-market at home and abroad. If- 
ftom the de'a: om the Giles of the 


| country f: 


_and these prcfi's.are: 


cupon this: globe, 


bank suspensions; and, fif:h, the rate of duties un- 
der the then existing tariffs, the result will prove, 
that neither a Bank of the United States, nor a pio- 
teetive tariff, ever have’ save), or can save, the 
om these ruinous annual excesses of im- 
po'ts over exports, and nething but a specie policy 
will reverse the spectacle, and exhibit ovr exports in- 
variably exceed nz our imports, and with at least 30 
per cent. of en additional profit from decreased ex- 
penditures in producing and manufacturing. And 
I say now to the Senator from Massachueet’s, [Mr. 
Davis,] that these tab’es shall Le presented for the 
consideration of his constituents, as well as mine, 
from which, as a merchant would from his books 
and ledgers, they may ca!culate the amount of na- 
tional profit and loss; and if, to a small extert, the 
excess of unfavorable balance is for a moment 
checked by ruinous tarifts, it is only the more 
surely to inflate the pap-r system in fu'ly an eqral 
degree, and rei der the explosie n certain. Indeed 
th s a'liance between the banking and tariff systems 
has t een conceded in many leading Whig papers of 
the Northern and Middle S:at: s, and i's re-enactment 
cemanded, as indisp:nsablv necessary to sustain 
the tank paper system. ` Tois alliance betwen 
these artificial sysems of bank and tariff monopo- 
lies is natura}, bot it is as fatal to national indus ry 
and national pr. fits as was the first great coalition 
between Sin and Death to the happiness of man- 


Thetrde wea'th of anation manifests itse'f iv 
the atgmented d: mands for lato”; in the-increased 
products of industry, in the profits upon those pro- 
duc’s, and the abbty to seil them at home and 
abroad. The ren annuat profit npon the national 
indu-try, is the treest measure of the national gains, 
2lmost a terty annihilated by 
the bank paper system. Let us-tien abandon that 
system; and advance our cobntry to that high des- 
tiny whch wonld then await her. > Let us: aban- 
don that abject Cependence upon. the : moneyed 
power of Enzisnd. Let- us-take fror her grasp 
ihat moneyed tiilent, more potent than all her 
arms or navies, with which she can now, at any 
moment, explode our paper system, asd over- 
throw, at one b’ew, all cnr great and. cherished in- 
teres's. Is this a time for: this: miserable. depen- 
dence upon British power? . Is ‘th's a time,- when 
that haughty Empire is threatening: to dismember 
one of the sovereign: States -of this Confederacy, 
when she is seizing and oceupyitg a portion of that 
soil, within our undoubted Limits, acquired: by: the 
toi's of the Revelation, and not an acre of which 


ever can be serrendered, so long as there'is one 


trae American heart beating withia an American 
bosom? Is this a time, too, when that power. is gra- 
dnally-seizing upon the rieh trriitery west of ‘the 
Rocky mountains, and when she: seems, with the 
view to furce the sale of her poisonogs drugs, to be 


threatening, by iniquitous blockades, to expel oor | 


flag:‘and-commerce frem the Chinese ccast<+is this 
the period to forge the paprr cba'ns which are to 


‘bind al! oar indus'ry aud all our commerce to, the ` 


fvo's'o 1 of British power? Ne: let us exert all onr 


- native cnergies an! overthrow that system which 


is delaying our onward march as & nation to 
greatness, wealth, and power, and. kt us antedate 
that period waen our experts and: prodacts, requir- 
ing no tariff, but carried -throughout the world, 
shall vastly exceed those of Erg!and; let us anie- 
date that period, a hen, as compared with us, Eng- 
land shal! be: but a feeble second-rate power, and 
let us draw neszer and nearer to that happy. hour, 
ihat even our eyes may behold the g'ori us specta- 
cle when not an acre of American scil shall be po!- 
lated by British dominion, or degraded by imperial 


or desporic power. 


If, at one moment of creative wil, it bad pleased 
the Almighty. power to establish, in ei-her ocean. 
two mighty continents, ereh with 
equal nataral advantaces, each with twenty. mil- 
Kons of ‘an equally 1htelligent and industrious peo- 


ple, anil each with a hundred millions of a metallic. 
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oppressors. 


‘price not ohly- of wages, 


price of living and subsist-nces and 
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currency—then, so long 8s each adhered to that 
currency, their merch to wealth and power would 
be equal, and the exports to either would be rare. 
indeed. But if, whilst one of these nations ad- 
hered to its metailic currency, the other embraced 
the banking and paper system, what would te the 
result? Why,'he paper morey cou: try, from inflated 
prices within its limits, would socn be overwhelmed 
with imports from the country which retained the 
metals; its industry weuld soon be prostrated, ard 
its system overthrown, and periodically over- 
thrown, so long as the two cour tries retained their 
relative positions zs a hard money anda paper mo- 
ney country; and greater stitt would be the cata- 
mity, if half a dozen continents should exi:t upon 
the same glote, to not ene of which could the pa- 
per money nation experi one anicle that could be 
raised within the country which adhered to the metal- 
lic policy. Is it not then seen in this com; arison,that 
a banking ard paper currency adds nothing to the 
wealih and products of a natiou? Whatis this bank 
paper? It is not labor, nor its product’, nor 
wealth, nor capital, nor any thing of intrinsic 
value. It is not money, for it is merely a promise 
to pay money; and is nothirg ia fact, bot circu- 
lating debts; and their issue and avgmentation aug- 
ments nothirg but the debts of a country. Every 
bank no'e is only a celt dee to the holder of tue 
nota, and in every loan of its paper made bya 
bank, it augments nuihing but the debts of 3 coun- 
try, first by creating a debt to it by the borrower to 
the amount of the loan; and, secondly, a cedt by 
it to all the holders of its notes. The banks then 
are the great cause if all that vast lozd of cebt 
which has almost weighed down the energies of 
this great nation. 

Bat the ab'e Senator from M-ssachue'ts, [Mr. 
Davis.] whilst he distiretly conceded the ben: fits 
re-ultng from a specie currency t0 the exporting 
and cotton growing States, the prices of wh: se 
staples are segulated by a foreign market, contends 
that th'’s augmented profit to Southern planters, 's 
so much taken from the free laborers of the Nor-h, 
in the diminution of their w2ges. I have alreacy 
shown that the wages of labor are of mote value 
under a specie currency, than in the absence of it; 


‘and that there would be a greater cemand forlabor, 


because of enlarged markets fur’ i's preducts, at 
home atd abread, and increased profits. And, 
sir, this matter is well understcod by the woking 
claszes, who are almost universally the advocates 
of aspecie carrency. The worki: g-men of the city 
of New York, next, perhaps, tothe patriot Jackson 
and the Senator from Missouri, may be justly 


„considere? the original Loco Feces and hard mo- 


ney men of the Union. They have long and 
faithfully contended for this doctrine against the 
Wall street brokers and speculators, and after 
many defea’s, victory now perches upon the bad- 


ner of the workinz-men and’ Loco. Focos of the 
‘great city of New Yoik. The banks advantageous 


tothe working-emen! Why they are the r greatest 
They raise and depress at pleasure the 
but of every article the 
working-man is compelled to purchase for fhe sab- 
sistence of himself‘ and family; and if they dig- 
ment for a time the nominal ‘price’ of wages, it ia. 
only tò eohance; ina still grater proportion, the 
thea to bring 
on, every two or three years, suc cessive panics and 
‘convu'sions, in which all itdusty is subverted, 
and the laboring men are left alm: s! entirely enet- 
ployed, whi'st the banks are ergaged in the work 
of resumption. The working men have nuthir g to 


“do with the management or profit of banks. ‘Thty 


are neither directors, stockholcers; or Borrower“, 
bat they participa’e largely ‘in’ the lorseS afisi'8 
from: these institutions. They ere ecmoelled” 

receive in payment ‘the honey of the tanks,” snd 
sustain great losses," arising’ from’ their sii- 
pension or infolvency, abd the depreciation cf 


‘their paper. Lèt the working-man be ‘secuited - 
in the wages of his labor—et him be paid 
‘in gold and silver, let him have the steady, 
‘certain, and increased deman t for tabor ‘hee, 
-arising from incieas:d products, to supply both tre 


foreign and domest:c market, and he wil be more 
prosperous and independent ihan whet driven jhto 


‘or ont of employment at the mercy of the banks, 


` 
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aad the value of his wages regulated at their plea- 
sure. 

The whole community is deeply injured in another 
mode by the bank paper system. It is by its mono- 
poly of wealth aud power and privileges in the 
hands of the few, and the consequent impoveti-h- 
meni ofthe many. The rgh's of property must 
not be impaired or weakened; butto equalize its 


| 
| 


'. but the wretched dependents upen the same resist- 


distribution consistent y with a due regard to these | 


rights has ever been considered most important. 
To attain these ocjects, we have abolished here all 
hereditary titles, and all the laws of primegeniture 
and entai!ment. But the banking system was 
concentrating foriunes without labor in the hands 


cf the few, at the expcnse of the many, with ` 


more fearful'y iacreasing rapidity than ever 
was or could te accomplished by any system 
of heredi‘ary or exclusive privileges. To illustra e 
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must be the inevitable effect, if this system of 
monopoly snd associated wealth is perpetuated? 
Why, sir, it is not only the laboring men that wiil 
be converted into the serfs of the banking system; 
bat all of us, and our children’s children, will be 


less power. 

And what would soon be the spectacle exhibited in 
this once great Republic? Why, whi'st the impove- 
rished millions shculd be scattered over a desolate 


` waste, whose soil had been exhausted, and whose 


this position, let us reflect upon the following facts. | 


The amount due to all the bauks of the Union, by 
their last and fullest official returns, including some 
omissions since ascertained, amounted to tive hun- 
dred and thirty-nine milions of dollars, upon 
all which, at the average rate of seven per cent. 
the banks were receiving an annual interest of 
th rty-cight millions of dollars; being an annual ia- 


terest exceeding the total amount of all their specie, . 


according to their own Gfficial returns. These are 
therecorded facts as spread upon the files of the 
Senate, that the bauks realize an annual inccme 
equa! to one hundred per.cent. upon their specie 
capital. 
of stock, the dividend is greatly less, but then the 


stock that is not paid for in specie, is paid forin ` 
bank notes, so that the banks, as a system, derive ` 
We have seen, | 


the whole benefit of the operation. 
toc, that, as a general rule, the directory of the 
banks monopol:ze nearly one-third of the discounts 

In December, 1837, and in March, 1838, an ex- 
amination of the sixteen banks of New Orieans 
was made by a joint committee of both branches of 
the Legislature of Louisiana, acd the result, as re- 
ported by them, upon an examination of all the 
cashiers of these banks, was, that the total amount 
of all the discounts of the banks was $52,407,170; 
and that tre tolal liability of the directory (172 in 
number) amounted to $17,875,592, or more than 
one-third of the whole amount. Tte preperiion in 
Mississippi was much worse, and neatly as bad in 

Mobile, Alabama, so faras an investization had 
been made. No complete return in all the Sates 
has been made on this subject, but from the 


returns already received, no one can doubt, thatthe | 
bank liabilities of all the direc’ors ofall the banks |! 
of the Union has amounted to at least one hun- || 
dred and fifty mil ions of doilars, concentrated in | 
The total amount | 


abont six thousan J individuals. 
of all the wealih of the peop'e of the whole Union, 
was estimated in 1830 at twelve thousand millions of 
dollar:, and may new be safely staled at not more 
than sixteen thousand millions of dollars. Now 
the amountof American bank stock is about four 


handred millions of dollars; and if we estimate 


the other property, real and personal, of the bank 
stockholders, at three times the amount of their 


stock, the total amount of all the property of all the 


bank stockholders in the Union will be two thou- 
sind millions of dollers. Thes less than one hun- 
dred thousand tank stockholders, being Jess than 
one to one hundred and fifty of our whole popula- 
tion, already own one-eighth of the who'e property 
of the Union, and this, too, collected by this system in 
litle more than ofe geceration, At this rate of in- 
crease, being, as wé have seen, at the annual rate of 
ene hundred per cent..upon their specie capital, 
will not the bank stockholders, io another genera- 
tion, ewa three-fourths of the property of the who'e 
country; and as we enrich the few, the many are 
impover'shed. Yes, it is the laboring millions 
irom whose unceasing toil this va-t amount is ac. 
cumulated in the hasds of the few, not by labor 
gr indosiry, but by being permitted to is:ue and 
circulate their debts in the shape of bank no‘es, as 
the oaly money to be used by a great and free peo- 
ple.. They grow rich upon the interest of their 
febts, exacted f-om the who'e communiiy, upon 
which debts and promises of payment, struck off 
athe ra'e of a million in y ftoi 


a. day from a bank en- ` 


It is true, that upon the nominal amount ` 


fuuntains had been drawn eff into the great bank 
reservoirs, bere and there, amid the surrounding 
sands, the palaces of the banks and ther stock- 


holders weuld rise up, like the ancient glitte:ing || 


cities of the desert, where the iucorpora‘ed few 
should revel in more than Eastern pomp, and 
wealth, and power, and sloth, and luxury; whilst 
more than one American paper Lucullus should 
feed his guests from golden dishes, containing the 
tongues and brains of the costiest birds, whilst 
all were served from tables of pearl, and reposed 
; Upon couches of down and ivory. Yes, by no cther 


| possible means can princely fortunes be accumu- | 


lated so rapidly as by this systemof associated and 
incorporated wealth, making, and loaning, and re- 
calling at pleasure, all the money of a country; 
and sp'endid wea'th, exhibited in the hands of the 
few, ever has been, and must be,faccompanied by 
squalid poverty on the part of the many. And is 
this the sys‘em which, as if in mockery of equal 
rights and privileges, Senators upon this floor 
, would recommend to the honest and industrious 
working men of America? Sir, they will reject it 
every where with scorn and indignation. 

Recent events have withdrawn the veil which 
; had so long concealed the fatal consequences of 
the banking system, and the struggle between free- 
dom and monopoly has indeed commenced; and let 
me assure my countrymen that now or never is 
the time to str:ke the great decisive blow in favor 
of equal rights and privileges. The people are 
rising to the re-cue; the battle field is now befcre 
them; they have already gained a partial victory, 
and row or never is the day for final triumph; now 
or never is the day to decide whe her they will be 
freemen indeed, cr whether they will bind upon 
their own necks, and the necks of their children’s 
children, the chains of a paper nobility, monopo- 
lizing nearly all the wealth and power of the coun- 
try, manufacturing all its money, control ing all its 
Governments, Siate and Nat.onal, and regulating 
all its pursuits and industry. Sir, if satisfied now 
wih temporary expedients, we reorganize the S}S- 
tem, with or without a mighty National Bank, ua- 
der new regulations and restrictions, these will all 
prove, as they have ever done, bat whisps of 
Siraw, made only to be broken; and this, the last 


‘| and final struggle of freemen for their liberties, 


| will have been made in vain; and here, as in 
; down-tiodden Poland, the bank paper Czars may 
announce to their subjects, “Order now reigns in 
Warsaw.” 


| The Senator from Kentucky said that the bank 


paper system, whether for good or evil, is fastened 
upon us, and cannot now be eradicated, and that 
any one of the Siates, by issuing bank paper, can 
inundzte with it any neighboring Sate, and thus 
compel there a'so thgintroduction of the sy tem. 
Is not each State a sovereign upon this subject? and 
cannot any one State expel the paper of any other 
State from circulation within its limits? and has 
not this been done by several States? Is jt net 
now done, to some extent, in Pennsylvania 
and in other Sta‘es, and in this Dis'riet, as to all 
notes under five dollars. Yes, each State has the 
power, if they will oaly refuse the advice of the 


graving, they pay no interest whatever, ‘And what | 


| bank paper advocates, and the most ample power, 


to expel a'l bank parer, either cf her own or of sur- 
rounding States, from her limits; and that State 
which shail fi st adopt and persevere a shert time 
in this system, will become so much more prospe- 
Tous thau any other State, that all will soon foliow 


her glorious example; tut if there te in fact any diffi- . 
culty here, there is one mede by Irgal popular ac- | 


tion, and another by constitutional amendment-, if 
necessary, by which the object ean be accomplish- 
ed. ; Let-us look at those Siates which have not 
adopted the 


paper system; Missouri, for instance, 


| 


' connected with it. 


confidence in these institations, 
tinguished, is as. tremulous 44 


with bat one bank, and that of but a very limited 
circulation; and she is now the most prosperous 
and unembarrassed S'ate in the Union. And in 
lookiag at all the States, they will be found pros- 
perous, or otherwise, with scarcely an exception, 
Just in proportion as they have adopted or rejected 
the bank paper system. And this is not only true 
as to States, but even as to the relative condition of 
counties in the same State. Look at Missisippi: 
consult the dockets of the clerks of the several 
couris, and all other means of information; and, with 
scarcely an exception, you will find thase counties 
in which banks are located, overwhelmed with em- 
barr: ssments, and those cc unties, constituting two- 
thirds of the whole numter, where there have bsen 
no banks, generally prosperous and unembarrassed. 
Yes, sir, thr-ughout this Union, and throughout the 
globe, wherever you find the banking system to 
prevail, you will be sure to find periodical suspen- 
sions and revulsions, ard wide-spread ruin. Ex- 
plosion is inseparable from the system; and when 
yeu speak to me of well regulated banks of circula- 
tion, you speak to me of what never has been, or 
will be. . You m‘ght as we!] speak to me of well re- 
gulated devils, whom even Almighty power found 
it impossible to regulate in any other manner than 
by casting in chains into billows of everlasting fire. 
And, sir, our bank paper sys'em, if not abandoned, 
may yet be regulated in the all-consuming blaze of 
popu'ar indignation. In using this sirong lan- 
guage, I mean no attack upon individuals, for my 
assault is upon systems. I know that many honest, 
but, I think, de‘uded men, deluded as to the ef- 
fects of the system, have been, and some still are 
Among these is the late distin- 
gu'shed president of the Bank of the United States, 
whose great talents, varied acquirements, and inte- 
grity, have never been assailed by me, here or else- 
where; but the more virtuous and intelligent you 
prove to me to have been all furmer managers of 
the system, the stronger is the argument against 
the system itself. I: is as though you wouid select 
the best engiseers to conduct a sieamboat safely 
with paper boilers, but they would explode; and the 
paper system is just as incompatible with the uner- 
ring laws of trade and commerce, and its inflation 
and explosion just as certaia. 

We bave heard much, Mr. President, of a còn- 
vertible currency. Itis injurious, as I have shown, 
by inflated prices and diminished industry, even 
when converiible; but, to my mind, there is no 
greater delusion than this miscalled convertible 
currency. When or where convertible, and for 
what period of time, and for what amount, and ia 
what age or country? Was it in England, when 
their great Natioual Bank curreacy was inconver- 
tible for a quarter of a century, namely, from 1797 
ti!l about 1822? Is it the currency cf the same bink 
now, which, but yesterday, was saved from bank- 
1uptey' by begeing from Paris a loan of ten mil- 
lions to save her from immediate suspension? Is it 
tre old nctes of the old Bank, or the new notes of 
the new Bank, of the Unit d Sia'es, continued un- 
der a stronger chaite:? Are these convertible? We 
know that they are not, nor do we know when 
taey ever will be. Is it the notes of the.Staie. 
banks, with or without a Bank of the United States, 
that were inconvertibe throughout New England 
in 1268, inconvertib’'e almost universally from 
1814 till 1816; inconverlible, with but few excep- 
tions, from 1818 till 1825; inconvertible in 1837, 
and in 1833; and still, in 1840, utterly irredeema- 
ble throughout near'y the whole country? Sir, 
since 1792, when the first Bank of the United States 
went into operation, we have had, besides scatter- 
ing bank failures -every year, sixteen .years of al- 
mest entire inconvertibilily, aud when resumption. 
will again take place, no human foresight can de- 
termine, nor how long it wiil endure; but that sus- 
pension wi'l again- speedily follow, is absolutely 
certain; and..thas-the people are. to. be. forever 


-lashed around this. miserable eircle of dines erg. by 
their bank paper masters... And ifthe. syaa bas 
been bad for-the past, what hope 2% bedr i oua 
for the futare, now that ihe pasiem aE that public 


ened by so many fits of-epilep df not entirely ex- 
the shadowy flame 


jn ite last dim and éxpising ` flickering—now thaj 


149 
267TH Cone»... Isr Sess. 


Abolition Petitions—Mr. Colquitt.. 


a ee ee 


the mys‘eries of the system are unveiled, and its 
long catalogue of crimes and frauds are fully dis- 
closed, and its demoralizing and anti-Republican 
tendencies developed, and its pernicious effec's up- 
on the national industry well understood. And,sir, 
not only does all experience condemn the system, 
but reason tells us that this paper never is, or tan 
all be, convertible; that the specie is not in the 
country to redeem it; that its basis is a delus:ve 
confidence, and even if the banks should at a'l 


times be ready to empty all their vaults to redeem ` 


their paper, that two-thirds of it always is, and 
ever must be entire'y inconvertible. When, sir, 
the banks anl their advocates promise us a 
currency, at all times convertibe, every day and 
hour and moment, into gold and silver, are they 
not aware that they promise that which they know 
they cannot perform, if the holdeis of their notes 


demand, as they have aright ta do, their redemp- . 


tion in specie? Is not, therefore, the promise false, 


fraudulent, and deceptive, and should nst all ho- 


nest men awake from the delusion under which so ; 
many of them have so Jong labored, and join in the | 


glorious work of abandoning an odious immoral, 


and anti-Republican sys‘em? Sir, whatever delu- ; 


sion may have heretofore prevailed on this subject, 
wenow know, with abso.ue certainty, that so far 
from these notes beirg always convertible, they 
a-e inconver:ible from the inflated prices and over 


importations, and consequent demand for specie, | 


whichever must and will eusue, upen the reorgani- 
zation of the banking system. Let us then emancipate 
American industry from that torturing suspense, 


that constant change and revolution to which it | 


must ever be subjected f:om the expansions, 
contractions, and convulsions of the paper sys- 


tem, and it will rise triamphant over all obstacles | 


athome and abroad. Fatal is the mistake that 
this banking system is friendly to commerce. No, 
sir, it taxes and retards it by constant convulsions, 
bankropicies, and usurious interest. American 
commerce, foreign and domestic, must depend 
upon the great products of a'l our industry, of all 
cur agriculture, and all our manufactures, and our 
commerce will be most truly flouri-hing, when we 
Jaise and manufacture the greatest quantity of pro- 
ducts forsale or exchange at home and abroad. 
` Under the present system, the merchants are the 
slaves of the banks, and the banks the iniserable 
cependants of a foreign moneyed dominion, more 
powerfal than our own, because w elding a larger 
specie capital. The age of monopolies and resttic- 
tions is passing away, and we are beginning to 
learn that free trade—trade unfettered by artificial 
systems, by banks or tariffs, is the true American 
sysiem. It is th’sthat will rendera tar ff unne- 


cessary, and in fact injurious to every section of : 


the Union; it is that that will foster American in- | 


dustry and commerce in every State of the Union; 
it is this that will secure to us,not only all that we de- 
s re of ourown markeis,but t wil! be the golden key 
that will unlock,to our exportsofevery kind,the poris 
of the world. The navigating interest, especially, that 
gloriovs nursery of our navy, will feel a new and 


wonderful impulse, and our vessels, careering on- | 


ward upon every sea, will carry into every port 
the glorious standard of our then truly independent, 
free, and happy country; and all the paper contrac- 
tions and expansions, ruin and convulsions, which 
have overwhelmed our industry, upon an average, 
one year out of three, for nearly the last half cen- 
tury, will cease to harass us, and be rememtered 
only as the visions of a frightful dream, never 
agaia to disturb our slumbers. 

During the recent canvass in my own State, I 
caled the attention of my constituents to the 
condition jof the agricultare of Cuba, with 
in three days sail of our coast, as contrest- 
ed with that of Louisiana and Mississippi. And 
what is the result? Why, that Cuba, though 
laboring under the disadvantage of a wretched 
Government, stil), with her exclusive specie cur- 
rency, conquering the tariffs of Europe and Ameri- 
‘ea, Gilliog the world with her exports, sold at a 
profit, and enjoying, through her great and prospe- 
rous cities , an annual commerce of forty three 
millions of dollars from a population of less than 
a million, and but little more half a million 
of whites, Sir, as a Mississippian, I will not draw 


> 


| the gloomy picture of our own embarrassments. 

Bat, sir, I will ask the cause of the differente. We 

have in Mississippi an infinitely better Guvern- 

ment than Cuba, a much more en'ightened and ener- 
| getic prople, a more fertile soil, and a richer stapte. 
; Woy then are we thus embarra{std, whilst Cuba is 
` so prosperous? No other cause can be assigned, 
than the bank paper system of the one, and the 
solid specie currency of the other. The able Se- 
nator {rem Massachusetts cited the example of 
Spain, as a depre:sed and impoverishe|, though a 
hard money coun‘ry. Spain has been torn for 
years by foreign wars or int-stine convulsions, 
driving the tarmer from his plough, and the manu- 
facturer from his workshop, and sacrificing, in a 
third of a century, the lives of at least two mil- 
lions of her peop’e. But if we will read the page 
of history, Spain furnishes the most i'lus:rious 
warning against the delusive doctrine, that even a 
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we | LC 


i convertible or actual specie currency, if supera- ` 


bundant, is at war with the industry of any nation; 


aud that it is superabundant, whether struck off | 
upon a bank plate, cr even obtained in specie, if 3: 


not the result of the natural Jaws of trade, ard of 
the products of industry. What are the facts as 
to Spain? She was once a most prosperous 
and powerful nation. This was duriog that por- 
_ ton of the reign of Ferdinand and Isabella, when 
i she was not overwhelmed by a superabundant cur- 
rency, and after she recovered from the shock. 
Sir, that most able historian, Prescott of Boston, (a 
distinguished Whig ) in his History of Ferdinand 
and Isabella, says, speaking of the. pericd when 
Spain had seized upon the sitver mines of Mexico, 
poured them homewards almost without labor, and 
not ia exchange for any product; and then,deeming 
a permanent increase of currency, by artificial 
means, most desirable, locked them up for a time 
within her limits, by laws against the exportation 
of specie. And what was the consequence? Why 
Mr. Prescott tells us that “the streams of wealth 
which flowed in from the silver quarries of Zaca- 
tecas and Potosi, were jealously locked up within 
the limits of the Peninsula.” “The golden tide, 
which, permitted a free vent, would have fertilized 
the reg.on thrcugh which it poured, now buried the 
land under a de:uge which blighted every green 
and living thing. Agriculture, commerce, manu- 
factures, every branch of national industry and im- 
provement, languished and fell to decay; and the 
nation, like the Phrygian monarch, who turned 
all that he teuched into gold, cursed by the 
very consummation of its wishes, was poor 
n the midst of its treasures.” What a com- 
mentary upon the effects of a superabundant 
currency, even when not only equivalent to specie, 
but specie itself, when not introduced by the pro- 
ducts of industry, and locked up by enactments 
against exportation, precisely similar, in all re- 
spects, to our paper currency, which cannot be 
exported abroad! The historian telis us, that in 
Spain prices became so high as to demand their 
' reduction by legislative enactments, which all 
: proved nugatory; and yet, in the face of these fic i- 
tious prices in Spain, then, as now in this Union, 
agriculture, commerce, and manofatures were 
greatly depressed. And when did the change take 
place? Why, when Spain changed her system, 
encouraged the exportation of the precious metals, 
and thus brought down hg superabundant cur- 
rency, brought down her artificial and inflated 
prices, and thus enabl:d Spanish industry to sup- 
ply the markets of the peninsula and of the wor'd. 
And what was the result of this change of policy? 


‘| Why, the same dis inguished historian, referring to 


:: served only to stimulate it. 


1 it, says: “The precious metals, instead of flowing 


: in so abundantly as to p:lsy the arm ot indastry, 
The foreign inter- 
; course of the country was every day more widely 
, extended,” “the flourishing condition of the nation 
| was seen in the wealth and population of its ci- 
| ties,” &c. To this page of his hist -ry this accom- 
| plished historian appends the following note, from 
| the great and philiscphic Hume, in h's Essays on 
| Currency, part 2, essay 3: “The interval be- 
tween the acquisition of money and the rise 
of prices, is the only time when increasing 
gold and silver is favorable to industry.” 
Instead, then, of its being always desirable to in- 
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crease the currency of a country, it is desirable in 
but one single continge.ucy, and that is when, from 
the augmented products of industry, and increased 
prosperity of a nation, , prices have commenced 
rising before any augmentation of the currency; 
and tier, and then only, is it desirable ta increase 
the currency, so as to maintain the relative pro- 
portion te.ween prices and currency; and we are 
also told that this increase of currency will then 
just as certainly be introduced by the import of the 
specie, in exchange for the products of industry, 
Bat to augment prices by the mere ariificial addi- 
tion of a bank paper currency, is to produce an in- 
flated system, which cannot last, and will over. 
whelm the industry of any nation. Sir, with these 
inflated prices, the nation 1esorting to the misera- 
ble system, will diminish her exports, and increase 
her imp rts, and destroy the marke's, foreign and 
domestic, for her products, by disabling her from 
raising any thing at a profit for any market. All 
reason, then, and all experience, are against the 
system, even whilst the paper is convertible; and 
it ought to be safely and gradually, but ultimately 
enirely abandoned. Sir, in opposing banks of 
circulation, I do not object to banks of ex- 
charge, of discount, and deposite, issuing no 
paper currency. The till of exchange long 
preceded all banks of circulatien, and will as cer- 
tainly survive.their downfall. This useful instru- 
ment of commerce should be encouraged, and ex- 
ists in the greatest perfection, and at the cheapest 
rate, precisely in those States in which there is only 
aspece currency, and is most embarrassed by a 
paper system; and if the system be bad for small 
notes, it is bad for all; but the evil diminishes in 
the ratio of the denomination of notes and limita- 
tion ef the currency. For myself, I am opposed 
to investing in banks the power of manufacturing 
a paper currency. This power of creating a cur- 
rency for a nation, is one of the highest and most 
important attributes of sovereign power, and more 
deeply affects all the diversified interests of soc'e'y, 
than the exercise of any oiher power whatever. 
It is more important than coining money, for that 
must be preceded by the purchase of the bullion; 
but here is a power to manufacture paper money 
at pleasure, to constitute the currency of a State or 
nalion—a power entrusted to the irresponsible di 
rectory of a bank, acting in secret, and whose 
chief interest it is to abuse their power. In pro- 
Portion as a bank increases its currency, are its 
dividends and profits augmemed, and hence the 
stimulus to over.ssues is irresistible; and especially 
is this the case where, as we have seen by the evi- 
dence before quoted, the very directors which 
manufacture the paper, loan out, as a general 
rale, more than one-fourth of it to themselves. 
This power, then, of issuing their paper as money, 
s truly fearful; and when united with the power of 
loaning at p'easure, in secret conolave, and to 
whom ard for what purpose- the bauk directory 
may think proper, and of recallirg it at pleasure, , 
and of contracting and expanding as suits their 
caprice, is a power which few European desfo's 
would d.re to exercise, and is utterly incompatible 
with the fandamental principles of a free Govern- 
ment. I am utterly opposed, therefore, to such a 


‘system; and having fairly and fully disclosed the 


principles upon which my opposition is based, I 
return to the Senate my sincere thanks for their 
patient and indu'gent attention. 


SPEECH OF MR. 
GEORGI. 

entativgs, January 17, 1840— 
ion of fAbolition petitions. 
littlexperience I have had 
as excited my fears that 
st, calculated to destroy 
at has ever shed the sweets 
of social life upo e world. Every discus- 
sion tends to exite local prejadice; every 
debate to stir up political strife; every ques- 
tion to call fcrth the energies of party disci- 
pline; and every motion serves but to kindle 
the fires of individual animosity. Amid these 
conflictiog, warring elements, the voice of reason 
is too often hushed, and the peace, the glory, and 
prosperity of the country, neglected or forgotten. ' 


F 


0 

In the House of Repr 
Against the rece 
Mr. Speaker: Th 
in y our national co 
a spirit stalks ino 
the purest Govern 
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To me, theiefore, it has been gratifying to witness 
the spirit that has teen manifested by those who have 
hi'herto taken par: in this debate; a debate so well 
calculated to stir up the bitterest feelings cf excite- 
ment. I, too, will gladly follow the generous ex- 
ample, by sacrificing upon the altar of my country 
my strong sectional attachments, and lend my aid 
to soothe the tempest that threatens destruc‘ion to 
the fairest e lifice that human hands ever raised. I 
listened with delight to the eloquent strains of pa- 
triotism that feil from the lips of the gentleman 
fecm New York, [Mr. Monrox.] He spoke the 
feelings of a bear: burning with love for the insti- 
tutions of his country, and I can trust his sin- 
cerity. But, sir, while I approbate and cheer his 
well told regard fur rights secured by the Con- 
stitation, I must beg leave to dissent from the 
mode he bas recommended, as the one most likely 
to quiet this agitating question. We are invoked 
not to b'end the question of Abolition with the 
right of pe‘ition! We are to'd it is best to receive 
the petitions and report upon them, and in th’s way 
sever the questions! We are told by another gen- 
tleman of New York, [Mr. GRANGER,] that by re- 
fusing to receive the peti'ions, we shall drive into 
whe Fanks of the Abolitionists many a gallant spi- 
Tit! Sir, it is am/‘stake; hones ly as the sentiment 
may have been uttered, itis a mistake. Tne blend- 
ing Abolition with the right of petition is a subter- 
fuge to which the Representative has fled, in order 
to compromise with Abolition constituents. He 
and they have made the feigned issue. The Re- 
presentative, too well informed, or too much devo- 
ted to the Constitution of his country, is unwilling 
to vindicate the prayer of the petitioners; and yet, 
to win their friend -hp,and obtain their suffrage, he 
promises to advocate their pretensions, which he 
bases cn the right of petition. Here he takes his 
stand, prou !ly claiming a high constitutional pre- 
rozative; passes an eulogy up n the mo'ivee and 
characters of the Abolitionists, while he confesses 
that the grantnz their prayers would be the 
overthrow cf the Republic. He is opposed to 
trampling: down the Constitution, and of bringing 
ruin on the country, while they are bent on carry- 
ing out their purpese, reckless to the consequence. 
Tue petitioners, yet too weak in most of the dis- 
tricts to electa Representative who is wiiling to 
vindicate their project, must content themselves to 
yield their supper to him who, in. some shght de- 
gtee, shall favor their cause.t' While they are too 
weak to elect, they are strong enough to be courted. 
The gallant spiri s which it is said would be driven 
into the ranks of the Abolitioni:ts, by refusing to 
receive the petitions, are tho:e whose patrio im 
and integrity are too weak to resist the temptation 
to office. In those districts where the Abolition 
influence is strong enough, they send Abdolitionists 
here, who stand prepared to p'ead for the prsyer 
of the petitioners, and will vote to carry out their 
wishe. In those districts where they are not quite 
strong enough for this, they support such delegates 
as answer their present parposes; whe deny being 
Abolit:onists themselves, and yet, to retain the 
friendship of this class of their constituents, prc- 
hource on this fluor high commendations upon 
them, ` You, sir, [t0 Mr. Monrox,] with your, 
worthy colleagues, coming from the proud city of 
New York, can speak a language much more bo'd 
than the gentlsman who succeeded you in the de- 
bate. You can denounce the threatened ills to 
yourcountry, and with a noble, generous spirit. 
throw yourself in the breach, and proudly say inth 
midst of the Representatives of the nation, that 
if the threatened work of slavgh‘er shall pro- 
ceed, if civil war shall be the result of the mad- 
dewed efforts of fanaticism, that your sword will 
be drawn and your blood be spilt on the soil of 
Virginia, the place of your birth, battling fur her 
Tights. But can the gentleman who succeeded you 
(Mr. Granger] use Jarguage as bold! Think you 
he would dare, upon ths flocr, speak a language 
of rebuke to these misguided constituents who gave 
him their snprout, and tell them if they persevere 
in their madness, that bis love of country will make 
bim their unfl/nching fye? No, sir; true, he is no 
Aboliticnist, but he pagsésan unwarranjable pane- 
gyric upon this favored class, saya they are intelli- 
gent, they ure patriotic, they-are brave, and chival- 
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rous; they are such men, if his eulcgy be just, as 
friendship would covet, and the country ceed in 
the hour of her peril. Woy this diff-ren.e be- 
tween you and ‘our colleague? It is the prcof of 
the remarks I have been making. Your constitu- 
ency will sustain ycu in your proudest strains of 
Patriotism; they send you, as you have declared, 
with the olive branch, and bid you tender it to the 
South; and if I may digress a momeat, permit me 
to say, that such a tender, from such hands, sent 
by such a people as you represent, will meet the 
cheers of the South. It is what I could have ex- 
pected from the generous citizens of the city from 
which you have come. Her merchants have 
mingled with our pcople; have shave ovr friend- 
ship; and have witness<d, in the stillness of our Sab- 
bath moras, at the ringing of oar church-beils, 
hundreds of well-clad litle negrces, cheerfully as- 
sembiing at Sabbath schools to catch lessons of 
piety from the fairest and best of our land. No 
shivering starveling to arrest your thoughts of de- 
votion, by begging a pittance to satisfy his hunger. 
They know that there is more comfort, happiness, 
and religion, among the colored people of the 
South than the North. They know that the fer- 


vile hireling of the North is a su! ject ot deeper pity `` 
than slaves at the S.uth. Bat other gentlemen `: 


cannot, dare not, speak a language s> bold and 


a'riotic-as you have for yours?If and associates. ` 


hey represent a cunstituency who are ignorant 
of our peopl:; who are deeply imbned with imagi- 
native pie'ism, and they must needs court their 
favor to obtain their suffrage. The eulogy be- 


stowed upon this portion of your citizens is unjust. ` 


They are pronounced intelligent, chivalrous, and 
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© right! 


patriotic. Sir, if they are enlightened, if tvey un- ` 


derstand the Cons‘itution of their country, if they 
know that the pillars which support their Govern- 
ment, are the confilence and affections of the peo- 
ple—then their efforts contradict the idea that they 
are patriots, and prove them reckless to the perpe- 
taity of the Usion. He is no patriot, no matter 
where he lives, no matter whether he claim to be 
Whig or Democra', who disturbs the peace and 
tranquillity of the Government, wars against the 
rights secured by its Constitution, and labors with 
zeal for its total subversi n. 
less contemptible for his fo’ly, if he is a patriot, than 
criminal for his conduct, if he be infellzent. Both 
he cannot be; it is a contradiction in terms. But 
we are charged with wishing to deny the right ofpe- 
tition! and chat it is monstrons that an American 
Congress shall now publish to the world her denia 
of this constitutional right. Sir, it isa false issuc ; 
no such denial is made; no’such law is offered; no 
such rule or resolution is proposed. Tne Consti- 


tution inhibits Congress from passing any law to | 


And he is scarcely | 


prevent the citizens from peaceably assembling to | 


petition Government. 
shall be passed, as in England, to be read by some 


In other words, no riot act | 


officer of Government, compelling citiz ns to du- ` 


perse, who may have assembled in pzace, smar ing 


onder their wrongs, to petition fer their redress. < 


Tais is the spirit cf the Constituion, the cbject 
plainly expressed by the article as am=nd«d. And 
yet we are told that, bv refusing t> receive the 
petitions, we violite this wholesome article of 
the Consti ution. Is there any injunction that 
their petitions, wkea made, shall be received ? 
If so, the same cons‘ruction compels you to act; 
and if yow act, compels you to grant the prayer 
of the petitioners. Tae reascn urged for the con- 
Stitutional obligation to receive is claimed as 
a consequeace upon the ensiitutional right of pe- 
tion. That the right of petition is vain, unless we 
receive! By the sam? process of reasoning, are 
we not compelled to act upon them when received, 
and to grant their prayers when we ac.? If it be 
u:eless to petition, unless the petitions are received, 
will it not be eqnally useless unless the prayers be 
granted? The Const tut.on is equa'ly as impera- 
tive upon us to grant the things for which they ask, 
as it is in compelling us to receive. Would not 
the advocates for the constitutional right of petition 
feel fully at libeity to decline being the hearers of 

titions, over which they felt satisfied that this 

otse had no jurisdiction? Would they not fee! it 
a duly: to refuse being made the instruments of 
producing delay and vexalion in our legislative 
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council, by presenting petitions which they would 
not support, and which they well knew would not 
and ought not to be grantc? So might and so ought 
each Repre‘entative on this floor to act, who re- 
gards the institutions of his country. Before I 
wou'd be made the unhallowed instrument of intro- 
ducing the brand of discord and the fier-e fires of 
dissension in‘o this Hall, threatening dissolution and 
ruin, this right arm should fall retten from its 
socket. Ifeach member, in his individual right, 
could refuse to receive these petitions, etther deny- 
ing jurisdiction, or from a more laudable impulse— 
the peace and safety of h's country—how does 
ithappened that we are charged with infringing a 
sacred right, if we do the same act, for the same 
reasons, in our congregated character. Does it 
add to the dignity of an American Congress to say, 
that it must receive for consideration every subject 
presented, ro matter how fruifal of discord, 
anarchy, and insu? Do gentlemen flatter them- 
selves that taey are to be este2med the high Spirited 
champions of national honor, by forcing upon it 
scenes of outraze and confusicn. No, sir, it is the 
folly of childhood; yea, more, itis the madness of 


' lunacy, to sport with ths peace, honor, and perpe- 


tu'ty of the nation, under the specious pretext of 
establishing the right of peti ion. 

The pcople nowhere compiain that they are in- 
terrupted in the free exercise of this constitutional 
They complain that the South does net 
emancipate her slaves. _The Representative insists 
upon the sacred right of petiiion. They petition 
that Congress may force slaveholders to set their 
nezroes free. Tue Representative only insists on 
the right of petition. Sir, it isan insult to the une 
derstanding of the House, that gentlemen should. 
urge us to receive and act upon a subject, which 
they acmit an unfit subject of legislation. They 
make this false issue to secure their elections, and 
wara us that if they be driven from this 
sep stone to elevation, many gailant spitits will be 
driven into the ranks of the Abolitionists; that is, 
in plain language, these gallant spirits will sooner 
join the maddened yells of fanaticism, and raise 
a suòl mated war cry against the perpetuity and 
peace of their country, than hazard the loss of 
their appointments. On their account, you must 
rece:ve these petitions, and they will most chee:- 
fully unite in a report setting forth their folly, and 
denying their requirements. I will not indulge 
my thoughts of detestatlon and abhorrence for this 
mockery of puristism, and hypocrisy ct mora's. I 
am fully reminded of a few lines of d ggeral verse, 
quoted, I think, by Bulwer, in some degree desérip- 
tive of our present position : 

Hark! in the lobby, hear a fion roar: 
Say, Mr. Speaker, shail we shut th» door ? 
Or, Mr. Speaker, shall we let him in, 
To see how quick we'll turn him out again? 

The Representative from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Bibote] aske! my honorable colleague (Mr. Co P- 
ER] '0 turnish him with argument to combat the 
Abdo itionists: that when he was laboring ia the 
political harvest-field, endeavoring to mow down 
the noxicus growth, that is, blasting the nation’s 
ptosperliy, he was met by ‘his declaration: if it be 
wrong—if it be unconsti‘utional—why does sot 
Congress te!l us so—why not declare by the 
voice of her res: lutions the impropriety of our 
proceedings? which, he said, he could not an- 
swer; and beged now to be furnished with one. 


_Sir, I listened with too much interest to the melli- 


fluous acceats of bis winning oratory, to believe 
he was serious. He is too wel informed to need 
the promptings of my colleague; ke can, if he dare, 
base him:elf upon the piltats of constitutional 
rights, and with a voice, a manner, and utterance, 
that would siill the turbulence of passion, tell his 
constituents that their inquiry is answered! He 
can, if he will, take in his hands the journals of 
Congress of 1790, when Georgia hafa worthiet 
and abler advocate of her rights, if- the halls of 
niar them 

ee 


Congress, her illastrious Baldwin, A 
to a report that tells them ọ 


of th 


can, if he will, tell them, what bis: y partisan 
from New York (Mr. Granger red, that 
for twenty-five years have uot tHasirious pre- 


decessors received and acted. on such petitions, and 
politely denied them. He-ean, if he will, tell them 
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that an able and conciliatory report was made as 
late as 1836, with the vain hope of quieting their 
exertions. He can, if he dare, go farther, and 
speak in arguments not tə resisted, the wisdom of 
experience upon this subject. He can tell them 
that many deluded enthusiasts have ruined them- 
se'ves and the objects of their philanthropy, 
by uprooting the oider of society. He can tell 
them that Lycurgus gave Jaws, that Epaminondas 
and Scipio conquered, that Demosthenes and Cice- 
ro poured forth theirstraixs of animated eloquence, 
in aland where slavery was recognised. He can 
tell them of the desolations of Poland, where Kos- 
ciusko and Sobieski battled for the cause of liberty, 
and yet slavery etisted. He can tell them of the 
wars of cur Revolution; of the patriots who pen- 
ned vur Independence; of the soldiers who stood 
side by side in the ranks of war; of the final vic- 
tory achieved; of the framing and ratification of 
our Cons:itution; and that the institution of slavery 
existed, was acknowledged, and guarded. 

Bat, sir, he prefers to come here with his argu- 
ment, throwing a veil over the iniquity of the Abo- 


lıtionists, and apologies for their mischief. Twen- ; 


ty-five,years ago, what Governor of a State would 
Have let down the dignity of his station, and have 
trampled upon the compact of union, offering the 
Veriest quibble as a reason, relying alone fur his 
support on the prejad:ces of the people? It is evi- 
dence that the sprit of fanaticism is stronger, or 
man’s moral virtue weaker, than it used to be. 
The same argumeats, as to forbearance and mode- 
ration, have induced Southern men, on maoy oc- 
casions, in the spirit of kindness and friendshtp, to 
receive these petitiors. And what, let me in- 
quire, has been the result? To-day it is quoted on 
us as an acknowledgment of the right tv legislate 
upon this subject. The gentleman jrom Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. Bropur] now proclaims that the Sowth 
has has admitted its const.tutionatity, and here 
bases an argument. Sir, the South has been de- 
luded by the insidious pretensions of their Northern 
friends; that rejection would increase the bit-erness 
aad acrimony of the Abolition'sts; they have dared 
to made a peace-offerinz, by kind'y compromising 
the claims of the Constitution, which is now seized 
on as an acknowledgment of rigtt. I am onab'e 
to answer for former R: presentatives from Georg'a; 
the lttlé party, of which I ama member, has been 
doomed to defeat, battling in the Thermopylæ of 
politics, against Federal encrozchment, but has 
arisen again; and I can now answer for my State, 
and answer for my honorable colleagues, and say, 
in the face of the nation’s Representatives, that we 
deny the righ! [So do we, so do wi! from many 
voices.] And while I speak, all arcund me, the 
representatives from Alab:ma, South and North 
Carolina, and Mississippi, bid me, for them, deny 
the righ’. We are teli the Atolition battle 
must be fought at the Norh; that we ‘mast 
deal kind!y here, to afford a campus for their 
chivalry athome? Sir, these ga'lant men who 
now battle at the North for the pro’ 
our rights, will soon sink by age, under the weight 
of their armor, or fall in the batte field by the su- 
perior strength of the foe. Their places will be 
filled by men, whose grow h and sirength were de- 
rived from the bes m3 of fanaticism; whose dreams 
in childhood were broken by the Irightiul legends 
of a mother’s superstition. There needs no spirit 
of prophecy to warn and direct vs; no matter where 
the battle be fought, here or at the Nor h, we mus, 
meet the foe upon the ou'posts of the Constitu!ton. 
No admitting the incendiary torch within the holy 
citadel of our liberties. Every friend to bis coun- 
try, from the North and frm the Sou'h, must stand 


' tombstone of the Republic. 
, a powder train, that others may blow up the temple 
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whose baleful light will lead to the overthrow 
of our country. Nothing i; c'aimed here 
but the right of petition, which has ne- 
ver been dened. With this pretext, gentlemen 
labor with a zeal worthy of a better cause, to open 
afissure in ‘he Constitution, through which an incen- 
dary folluwer may thrust the fi ebrand, calculated 
to burn asunder the connecting cor.'s of the Confede- 
racy. They are in fact pioneers, clearing up the 
way that others may pass in triumph to build the 
They are fixinga 


of liberty. I can pity and forgive the blind za ot 
and misguided religionist, who are ignorant of the 
structure of the Government; but the statesman, 
who knows that our free instituticns are based up- 


dare net violate rights secured by the Constitution, 


` votes. 


| as the veil of opinion to cover the baldness of that 
| desolation which threatens te land. We are toid 
not to be rash; make ourselves easy; receive the 
petitions; treat them with respect; and by it our 
friends from the Nerth willagain be elected, and 
alswel” The very entreaties that are uttered, 
and the s:‘rong appeals of party associates, which 
are made, are convincing proofs that they are court- 
ing the friendship of the Abolition’s's for their 


can be excused, therefore, from compromis- 


no matter to which party they may belong. I pro- 
pose to show that while these advocates for the re- 
ception of Abolition petitions are speaking in ac- 
cents of tenderness and love, the Abolitionists 
themselves speak a language totally different. I 
will not detain the Houte, by reading frou: this 
anti slavery pamphlet, the scurrilous abuse they 
heap upon the South; I will not inflame the angry 
passions of gentlemen from slavehold ng States, by 
reading the opinions here expressed of our morals, 
our religion, and our intellec’s. They are of a sort, 
with the repeated denunciations you have seen in 
their philanthropic prints, with which your desks 
have been weekly inundated since our meeting. 
But I will re d a few extracts to show that our re- 
liance for safety is on ourselves. I read from the 
annual report of the Anti-Slavery Society of 
Maine, thus: 

“The free States possess a clear majority in Congress, Their 


several objects will therefore be accomplished, whenever the 
publicsentiment in the free States shall demand it, and that sen- 


ection of ` 


timent properly represented in Congress. We are under so- 
lemn obligations, therefore, not only to diffuse through the com- 
munity correct sentiments on the subject of slavery, but also to 
make all proper elforts to place in our National Legislature 
men who will use the power committed to their hands in ac- 
ccrdance with our views.” a 
Does this extract, I ask, show that the petitiorers 
barely wish their representatives bere to contend 
ior the right of petition? But does it not demon- 
strate that they carry their principles to the polls, 
and force aspirants to Congress to Savor or support 


"| their views? Sir, we are not to be deceived by 


firm upon the ramparts of the Constitu'ion, admit : 


no insidious fce, but resolve to brave the growing 
rage of that imaginative philanthropy, that is reck- 
Jess of the peace, liberty, or union of the Republic. 
Every conciliatory measure has teen adopted; 
prayers and entreaties have been offered, to pre- 
_ vent excitement and passion; discussion hss been 

avoided; the voice of party friends has been re- 
garded; still the tempest thickens and rages, and is 
beating witha success (oo fatal against the rock of 
our freedom. It is nota time to encourage the 
prospects of men infuriated with a blind enthu- 
siasm; no time to hold out the meteor of hope, 


yielding our rights, in order to accommodate gen- 
tlemen, in courting such votes to secuie their elec- 
tio». Again I tead: ; 

“The District, then, is the spot where the first onset ypon 
slavery is to be ma de—the battle-ground where this_great con- 
test between liberty and slavery is to be decided. Not to em- 
ploy our political, as well as all other resources, in the conflict, 
| would be not merely wrong, but the very height of folly.” 

Where is the m:n, Iiaquire, so lost to sease or 
feeling, whos? heart throbs with one solitary pat ri- 
otic emotion, and who knows the South wiil main- 
tain her rights, or be buried under their ruins, that 
. does not shudder for the approaching downfall of 
i the country? Who does not see that the insidious 
attempts to encrcach ore inch upon our rights, 
| are the promptings of ihat influence which has 
for its object the tearing away the guards of 
our property placed by tle Constitution? They 


|| only wait for strergth to place men ia power, who 
t 


will not stop at the evasive argument Low used 
about the right of petition, bat who will labor to 
carry out their purpose. Aud while we are ar- 
gaing and granting the right of reception, they are 
preparing heavier blows, inflaming the passions of 
the ignorant, the idle, and the young, to be poured 
forth like the lava of a vo'cano, to blacken and 
| blight the peace and Government of the country. 


on the confidence and affections of the people, who ; 


ing our rights to secure votes for their friends. ` 
I will speak with boldness my thoughts, and deal | 


7 ° ; 1: profess. 
out blows against the foes o: constitutional right, i R 


i| distinc:ly settled, that no man, under any possible combination 
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deserves undying contempt, for ke has not so much = 


I am neither Whig or Democrat, and . 


a 
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renner nectar ee nee me ea a- 
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It isnot a time for the Representatives of the 
South to be quiet. Itis nota time for the lover of 
his country irom the North to piiter for office, 
and vainly imagine “alls well!” when the ele- 
ments of dissolution are gathering like a frost about 
the heart pulse of the Republic. It is high time, if 
we expect to save the Union, to rebuke the mad- 
ness of such deluded fanatics, as expect to establish 
religion by their crimes, and 10 enforce philanthropy 
by the sword, Sir, my heart thrilled at the spirited 
remarks made by the honorable mover of this 
amendment, [Gen. THompson;] he spoke the lan- 
guage of the patriot and the voice of the South: 
and ifevery Whig and every Democrat fel: the 
same sentiments, and would tear loose from the 
bonds of any party, no matter what their ties, that 
wonld dare cherish this spirit of disccr|, our insti- 
tutions, civil and religious, would be safe. These 
modern reformeis must be taught, that the South, 
with all her strong attachments to the Union, wouid 


` sooner see the country riven asunder by an earth- 
- quake, and her fertile p'ains floating on the bosom 
` of a tempest-tossed ocean, than be forced to surren- 


der asolitary right secured by the Constitution. 

I have heard criminations and recriminations 
made in party bant!ings upon this floor; bat I am 
satisfied there are Abo itionists of both pa: ties; aed 
that pariy which courts them most, is by the Ame- 
rican people most to be blamed. In proof of wh ch 


I will read again: 

“So far as the two great parties of the day are concerned, we 
hold to no principles as Abolitionists, that both do not publicly 
The object we desire to accomplish, does not inter- 
fere withany, at which either professedly aims. Let it then be 
of circumstances, can receive the votes of Abolitionists, who 
will not zo the extant of his constitutional powers for the aboli- 
tion of slavery; and both parties will svon, either from policy 
or necessity, present candida'es for public office fur whom we 
may vote, in consistency with our party predilections, and in 
subserviency also to paramount duty to the slave.” 

Do we not find here sufficient cause to induce 


candidates fur Cungress, representing such a peo- 


ple, to faver or adopt their views in a close party 


! contes:? But, sir, these fanaics will not iong be 


content with Representatives -here, who are the 
mere advocates of petition; and theie party policy 
here must induce gentlemen not to press this sub- 
ject, for fear of injuring a partisan candidate at 
heme. I will again proceed with their declara- 
tions, and I ask Southern men to give ear, and 
those from the North,who declare they are not Abo- 
litionists, to listen, and then tell me if the contest is 
not most safely met at the threshhold of our rights. 
This is the language, they say: 

“That we shall not again present the monstrous anomaly of 
petitioning Congress to use its acknowledged powers for the ter- 
mination of slavery, whilo by your votes we help to send men 
there who we know beforehand will refuse our petitions.” 

There is no complaint in the language of the 
right of petition; they admit they do petition, and 
only complam that their petitions are not granted. 
1 make no charges against either of the great par- 
ties, as to which is most committed in order tose- 
cure the friendship of the Abolitionists; and I 
would read a sentence more, but it might saver of 
party preference. |Read, read! fiom many 
voices.] With the avowal I have made, I will 
read: 

‘The day, we trust, has passed, that the slaveholder or the 
Northern apologist and deiender of slavery can be elevated to 
the high place of power by the friends of the slave in Maine. 
Or, to ilustrate our remarks by a particular case: Mr. Van 
Buren, we think, must abandon his ‘Southern principles’ and 
Henry Clay, the eloquent advocate of South American and Gre- 
cian liberty, must emancipate his slaves, before either can re- 


ceive the suffrages of intelligent Abolitionists in the pole etar 
State—” 


_ {Here he was in‘errupted by Mr. Graves, who 
inquired “whether Mr. Coraurrr had vot read ia 
the Emancipator that they would nct support Har- 
rison?’’} 

REI may have done so; but I have not mide a 
charge azainst General Harrison, and the vindica- 
tion of him or Van Buren, l shall leave to 
those who wear their livery. Without regard to 
party predileciions myself, my purpose was to 
prove that this body of men is sufficiently strong 


- to be courted; that they have resolved to carry 


their principles to the polls, and that seeking 
their influence palsies our resistance here. And 
I confess that E have sought in vain for a rea- 
son, unless this influence be one, why Henry 
Clay, the favorite of his party, justly distinguished 
at the bar, in the Senate, and in the Cabinet, who 
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has served long, and still is ia the service of 
his country, should have been pushed aside at 
the Harrisburg Convention, and an obsolete po- 
lincian put in bis stead. No matter whether 
the politician here acts from his convictions of duty 
or is moved by prejudice or passion, we are satis- 
fied that our rights, yea, the Government itself is 
endangered, by sacrifices for party success. The 
Statesman now that would dare stand forth to 
strengthen the bonds of union, and to exalt and 
perpetuate the institutions of his country, find him- 
self fettered by the policy of his party, and is dri- 
ven to abandon his purpose, or be branded asa 
deserter. Disappointed ambition, in its aspira- 
tions for power, grasps every instrumentality 
within its reach; fans the flames of faction and 
discord, and smiles at success, in the {midst of the 
rains of that Constitution which guaranties protec- 
tion to the person and property of the citizen. 
Here lies the foundation of that paper built edifice 
of piety and philanthropy, which is destined at 
some future period to be the hall of legislation for 
a large proportion of the Republic. Here is the 
nidus in which is nestled, and bred and born, the 
corrupt vermin that feed and fatten upon the vitals 
of the Republic. Designing politicians strengthen 


their alliances, by bringing to their support the mis- 


guided zeal of religion, and the maddened feelings 


of philanthropy. The Christian minister and his 


flock are made the unconscious adjuncts of artful 


and designing partisans. Religion, forgetfal of her 
high and heavenly calling, is made the polluted 
handmaid of intrigue and corruption. The disciple 
Christ, who hitherto fostered a meek and quiet spi- 
rit, who walked humbly in the fear of God, whose 
. worship breathed the elevation of the skies, and 
spoke a sublimity that made us forget the imper- 
feetions of earth, now mingles his cries with the 
howlipgs of the mob, and converts the temple of 
the living God to a busy mart for political mer- 


chandise. The spirit engendered by this mixed 
and factious piety, is unfriendly to genuine reli- 
gion, as well as to the State. It moves and prompts 
the same passions, which, in other times, have cor- 
roded, adulterated, and broken down the church. 
` Frail men make themselves the standards of zeal, 
Piety, and benevolence; pass judgment between 
themselves and their opponents; roll the thanders 
of intolerance over the heads of those who repudi- 
ate their opinions; and in the maddened wailings 
of annual petitions, virtually ask Congress to give 
them power to arrest the liberty of private judg- 
ment, and substitute in its stead their own faultless 
conceptions of duty. To these misguided people 
permit me to say that Christianity never has, nor 
never will, need the support of craft or despotism, 
` the power of kings, or the arm of the law, to carry 
out its benignant precepts. And every votary of 
the cross, who seeks to enforce his notions of piety 
by the power of legislation, shrouds in darkness the 
bright banner of the gospel, and subjects in its stead 
the bloody standard of demonology. History and 
experience shouldeadmonish every friend of the 
church, if she is to axert a more general and bene- 
ficial influence upon the earth, she must breathe 
with her own lungs, speak with her own voice, and 
show the energy of a pulse and a heart exclusively 
her own. Every intermingling of her parity with 
secular interest, sullies her beauty and fetters her 
powers. The merchant of Mecca, who professed 
to penetrate the seventh heaven, and brought down 
a spark which set the ambition of Arabian bosoms 
in a blaze, might deem the sword the oaly instru- 
“ment to be trusted for reforming the world. But 
the prophet of God deals with the souls, net with 
the bodies, of men; and wars with weapons not 
carnal, in contending wth spiritual wickedness in 
high places. Madness and parenzy might mingle 
in Moslém warfare, making the question of sa'va- 

- tion or damnation lie on the ground between mar- 
_ shal'ed armies, to be fought for and carried by the 
stronger arm. Bat with us, Heaven is not won by 
thore who breathe out slaughter against their 
brethren, though in the midst of carnage they 
should claim to be doing God's service. Upon 
the subject of slavery, Christians of every denomi- 
nation, and of every grade of character and talent, 
differ in their opinions. Yet they read the same 
Bible, worship the same God, bow around the same 


10 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Abolition Petitions—Mr. Colquitt. 


altars, hymn hosannahs in the same temples, and, 
finally anticipate an entrance into the same Heaven. 
With these conflicting opinions, who shal! deter- 
mine the orihodox creed? Shall the deluded en- 
thusiast, whose sum to'al of religion centres in 
one single act of imaginary devotion? Shall a 
few parchment disciples upon this floor, whose po- 
litical power is enhanced by the creed they profess, 
shut themselves up in their little munition of 
spiritual pride—a city walled up to Heaven—and 
with formality unchristianize those with whom 
they differ? Do they outshine their opponents in 
solid virtues, or in amiable and heavenly disposi- 
tions? Are they more free from the common vices 
of life—more pure in spirit—more devoted in 
frieudship—or more liberal in their charities, than 
those they denounce? No, sir: the South, the slave- 
holding, generous South, is the nursery for the 
poor of all the States; and h r friendship and 
liberality are by-words in those very mouths that 
would fain teach her lessons of philanthropy. I 
will not descant upon this much abused term, phi- 
lanthropy; I have spoken of religion; philanthropy 
is but its beam, radiating from its centre, God; it 
is but a fold of that mighty mantle of love, with 
which Christianity would cover the nakedness of 
the world. But, sir, perbaps these conceited de- 
fenders of the only true faith, have an apology 
for looking out from home for objects of pity 
and commi eration! Perhaps they have no poor 
in their midst—no widow's tears to wipe—no 
orphan’s cries to quell—no child of sorrows to 
cheer—no wretchedness to alleviate—no affliction:; 
to heal—no nakedness to clothe; but all, all, 
through this mighty channel of philanthropy— 
from this boiling fountain of benevolence—all have 
been made smiling, healthful, and happy. Having 
done so much at home, it is not so much wonder 
that the circle of their benevolence should widen. 
Millions of money may now be expended with pro- 
fit, in compensating benevolent editors to trumpet 
forth virtuous heroism, to canvass the claims of 
candida‘es for office, and pour their merciful curses 
and phrenzied benedictions upon each and all who 
dare refuse to worship the image they have plously 
set up in the plains of Dara. i 

I am departing from my purpose; I have not de- 
signed to deal in panegyric or satire. I have no 
right to make myself the keeper of other men’s 
conscience, for if they think it religiously a duty to 
hobble the chickencock, to keep him from gallant- 
ing the hens on Sunday, and to yoke the geese to 
keep them from going in washing in violation of 
the Sabbath; and I should differ with them, and 
think it no sin for the gallant cock to flap his wings 
and crow upon his dunghill, and the playfal gome 
to wash and swim in the fishpond, neither ought to 
complain; for we are entitled, in this country, to 
our religion and our cpinions. The most artful 
chain of despotism that was ever forged, was sup- 
ported by false notions of duty, and enforced by 
those who were to profit by the cheat. There are 
multitudes of honest men who are not qualified to 
judge properly of their civil and political rights, 
and are too often content to surrender their reason- 
ing powers to interested aspirants, superstitious fa- 
natics, and pedantic knaves. I wage no war 
against these who may be! eve slavery a sin; but I 
pity their vanity and their folly, if they flatter 
themselves they alone are divinely illuminated 
that others are in darkness, and must have their in- 
struction. We read of one who was very thank- 
ful to his Maker that he was not as other men, but 
especially the poor publican; and yet his opinion 
of himself was notconfrmed by Him who knew 
all things. Yet I have no complaints to utter 
against the high opinion men entertain of them- 
selves; but as a friend of the church, and asa 
friend to the peace and happiness of the country, I 
raise my hand and voice against enforcing any reli- 
gious dogmas at the noint of the bayonet, or by 
force of legislation. The evidence we have of the 
untiring efforts of the anti-slavery agents, their 
reckless determination to distract and ruin the 
country or carry out their purpose; the assiduity 
with which they are courted by political leaders, 
and the number of able eulogists they have 
in the halls of Congress, all speak, with un- 
erring tongue, the nation’s destiny. The fiery 
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vapors of war and disselution are fast gather- 
ing on the disc of our political horizon; no cheering 
rainbow foretells the abatement of the coming 
Storm; but every moment the prospect darkens, 
and every patriot and every Christian trembles for 
the fate of the country and the temple of God. The 
public mind is in fearful commotion, and, like the 
sea, tossed by a tornado, wave mounts on wave, 
heightening and widening at every breath of the 
tempest. It is the high prerogative of a few mas- 
ter-spirits here, if they dared to will it, to bid these 
proud waves be still. To them I appeal; and in 
the name of the country, the whole country, invoke 
them to withhold their firebrands of discord and 
ruin. I appeal to the venerable Representative 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] upon whose 
shoulders fell the mantie of a Revolutionary father; 
who won and wore, in younger life, the civic 
wreath, the highest honor a nation’s confidence 
could bestow; I appeal to him to withhold the 
blow that is aimed at the life-pulse of the Repub- 
lic, and not permit himself to be used as the unin- 
tentional instrument of his country’s rain. We 
know his sentiments; we have read his letters, and 
heard his speeches; but still, through his advocacy, 
this dissension is kept alive; a few more years of 
labor in this cause, and the last leaf of the 
the laurel the will wither from his brow; and should 
Heaven spare him many years, he may yet outlive 
the glory of his country. Your Abolition petitious 
will prove, in the end, to be the winding-sheet of 
the Constitution. No men, no body of men, could 
persuade me to bring into your midst an unfit sub- 
ject for legislation, calculated 10 destroy the har- 
mony of your councils, to excite sectional feelings, 
and threaten dissolution. Georgia, in whose bor- 
ders I have been peared, my own home and the 
home of my friends, for whose honor and interest 
I would make an offering of my life, even Georgia . 
could not force me, humble as I am, to trample 
upon my country’s Constitution, and sow the seeds 
of discord and ruin through the land. My honor- 
able colleague (Mr. Cooper] the other day, when 
supposed to be departing from the subject of debate, 
was illustrating the same feelings I have expressed, 
He adverted to the controversy of our State with 
the State of Maine, in which we should exemplify 
our strict adherence to the Constitution; and that, 
although our Legislature spoke by her resolutions, 
the humble supplicatory Janguage of dependence, 
she had no representative here that would echo hor 
voice; but that we should rely with proud conf- 
dence on a people that has never faltered, who 
know their rights, and will dare maintain them. I 
am alarmed for the Constitation and for the fate of 
the Republic, but feel no alarm for the honor of 
my State. The infatuated priest may change his 
mitre for a helmet, and lay aside his Bible for the 
torch of the incendiary, place himself at the head of 
an army of crusaders, as bloody as those of Lan- 
guedoc, armed with all the authority Congress can 
give; and when he shall have completed the work 
of reformation, upon which his piety is set, nothing 
will be seen, to look out frem the landscape—he 
has traversed but smoking ruins and {a blood-so)- 
den wilderness. . 

With this prospect before us, can any man say 
that this Government will stand unchaken? that 
the alarm cry is counterfeit? that this faction. is 
powerlass, courted and caressed as it is by aspirants 
for power? These deluded people, allured by ima- 
ginary good, look to no danger—they beat up, for 
recruits, the pulpit and the dramshop, the elite par- 
lor and the dirty brothel—enlist their quota for the 
mighty work of re‘orm. If the Constitution is to 
be saved—if the Union is to be preserved, there 
must be no giving back upon the part of their 
friends. . The silken cord of affection, that binds 
the Confederacy, is fretted and weakened by insult. 
We are upon the eve of a strugg'e, that will bury 
the Government, and the church of the living Gad, 
under a mountain of cinders. Let no Southera 
man be deceived by the cry of torbearance. Let 
no political alliance induce you to compromise 
your rights. Reject the petitions, and count him 
only true to the South, and to the Constitution, 
who sustains us by his vote. Let none play false 
to his duty, false to the interest and honor of his 
State, rather than be obstacles to his associates in 
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Mr. Bippte explained. He would assure 
the gentleman from Illinois that he would not 
have said a word on the subject, if it had not been 
for the remarks made by the gentleman frors Indi- 
ana, who obtained the floor from the purpese of 
making a personal explanation, and then went to a 
defence of the Administration. 

Mr. R. continued: I had not intended to say one 
word in complaint of the remarks made by the 
gentleman from Pcnosylvania, for whom I enter- 
tain the highest respect. Although I have not had 
a personal shake hand acquaintance with that gen- 
tleman; yet I know well his character, and highly 
appreciate it. 

What I intended tosay was to show to the 
friends of this measure, the importance of keeping 
the question free from the political conflic's of the 
day; yet whea Iam on this subject, I feel free to 
remark, that I am not adverse to the call of pro- 
per and legitimate information from the President, 
or any of the appropria'e departments. It is our 
duty to make the call, when it is to advance the 
objects of legislation, and in such cares, it will af- 
ford me pleasure to vote for such resolution, 

I am not disposed to stifle or [strangle investiga- 
tion, when it is proper and necessary to make it for 
the public interest. And, I presume, the depart- 
ments would be as ready to give, as we would be 
ask, all proper information. 

But suppose, Mr. Speaker, that the appropriate 
departments of Government did not make the esi- 
mate for an appropriation to carry on the Cumber- 
land road; are we, in that event, to fold our arms 
and sit still? Are we not bound still to do our duty, 
and press this measure on the consideration of Con- 
gress on ils own merits. . 

Each department and each individual must be 
| judged by their official conduct. The President 
and the Departments, as well as ourselves, will be 
judged by their acts; and although the Treasury 
Department may net have made the estimates for 
the Cumberland ruad, yet that is no excuse for us 
to cease our exertions in this good cause. 

I ask, for the Cumberland road, an impartial in- 
vestigation, and a discussion on its merits; and 
permit me to say that I am friendly to the doctrine 
that the National Government ought not to embark 
in a general system of internal improvements. I 
am clearly satisfied, in the main, that is the correct 
doctrine. But the improvement now under consi- 
deration manifestly forms an exception: all general 
rules have their exceptions, and the Cumberland 
road is one in this case. 

The National road is the work of the most wise 
and talented men that our couniry has ever pro- 
duced. In 1806, under the administration of 
Thomas Jefferson, the act of Congress. giving life 
_and existence to this great and useful work, was 
‘passed. 

The individuals who established this great im- 
provement in the country exercised those enlight- 
ened and enlarged views of public policy that will 
do honor to them to the latest posterity. This pub- 
_lic highway across the mountains, and through the 
valley. of the Mississippi, will never cease to 
„exit. It will last forever, I hope, as itis now, a 
monument to the honor and glory of the country. 

I presume, at its creation, the rancor of party 
politics did not figure large or strong; but the public 
utility of the measure guided the councils of those 
sages that produced this great work; and in the 
same spirit of meekness and forbearance to each 
| other must we expect to continue it. 

That this measure is Democratic, the most scru- 
pulous Democrat can not doubt. Jefferson and 
ihe Democratic party were its parents, It is a 


party. Ask me not what harm to receive and lay 
them on the table! Itis an implied acknowledg- 
ment of the right of jurisdiction; it is the evi- 
dence that the fire is not yet extinguished; its 
smouldering fumes are an annoyance; and none can 
tell how soon the breath of the faction may fan it 

` toafiame. It is like subterranean fire; the more 
to be dreaded, as it may burst forth by surprise. If 
‘the isssue must be formed, let it be formed now; if 

the crisis must come, let us have it now. Let the 
South stand up as ene man, denounced, as we are, 
for the want of patriotism and religion. The soft 
silken banner of the Gospel, and the broad stripes 
and bright stars of the country, both float trium- 
phant in a southern sky. We represent a generous 
and gallant people, who have never yet trampled 
upon the rights of others,and will repel with indigna- 
tion, and at every hazard, any unjust interference 
with their own. 


REMARKS OF MR. REYNOLDS, 

y OF ILLINOIS, 

In the House of Representatives, February 8, 1840. 

_ Mr. Davispf Indiana presented a memorial of 
a conventiog of delegates from the States of Ohio, 
Indiana and Illinois, held at Terre Haute, in the 

‘State of Iddiana, for the purpose of recommending 

. such mgasures as may be best-calvulated to insure 

the figdl completion of the Cumberland road, with 

possible delay; and moved that the said 
orial be referred to the Committee of Ways 

Means. . : 

Mr. Cassy moved that the committee be in- 
structed to report a bill appropriating $150,000 
for each of the States of Ohio, Indiana, and 

. Illinois, to be expended on the National road in 
said States, in the year 1840, ander the direction of 
the War Department; said appropriation to be sub- 

. ject to all the instructions and conditions of former 
appropriations on said road. 

Mr. REYNOLDS rose and said: The State 
which I have the honor in part to represent on this 
floor, feel a deep interest in this measure; and 

= were I to remain silent on this occasion, it might 
be supposed that I was indifferent to the question 
now before the House. Ou the contrary, I feel the 
most anxious desire not only to do my duty in 
this matter, but also to be instrumental, in some 
small degiee, in the passage of this measure. Itis 
one of the most interesting measures that apper- 
tains to the people of Illinois, and it is one in 

. which they have the most entire confidence of its 
success. ; 

This is the reason, Mr. Spraker, that I now 
appear before you and this House. . i 

It is extgemely unfortunate for me that, every 
time I rise to address the . House, and that is but 
seldom, politics should be mixed up with the sub- 
ject on which I feel bound to express my views. 
This was the case, the Sreaxer will recollect, 
when I had the honor to address the House on the 
vive voce system of election. I regret exceedingly 
that politics are now unnecessarily dragged into the 
discussion of this question, which is so interesting 
to the Western country. i 

I am not opposed to political discussions at their 
proper times and places. I am not atall unfriend- 
ly to stump speeches,made boldly and openly in the 
Western fashion; but 1 do not approve of the 
Eastern mode of bringing out candidates for office 
and then the candidates to remain, throughout the 
canvass as silent as wax figures. This seems to 
me to be a kind of mock modesty, that it is not ne- 
cessary or proper to observe. Thus you see lam 
not for stifling discussion. 

On a subject which is of such vast importance to 
the West, } would appeal to gentlemen to discard 
politics from it altogether, and disenss the measure 
on its merits alone. No political capital ought to 
be sought for by either party in the discussion; and 
I would suggest to my Western friends whether a 

_ measure they have so much at heart, should be 

injariously effected by dragging it into the political 
arena. In fact, it would be good policy on my part 
to avoid a political discussion, for I am well aware - 
that my remarks would appear light in comparison 
with the sound and eloquent speech you have just 
heard from the gentleman [Mr. Brpvtx] of Penn- 
sylvania, 


| 


forth in Democracy. 
| is a mongrel or mule breed, and I hope no one 
will oppose it on this ground. 

This work, having this constitutional parentage, 
was fostered and continued on from year to year, 
for more than thirty years, down to the present 
time. Ithad been the favorite of the Government 
through the administrations of the successive Pre- 
sidents, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, Adams, Jack- 
son, and Van Buren, and it had in the successive 
| events of peace and war, through this long course 


‘pure legitimate child, both conceived and brought 
There is no excuse that it | 
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of time, the necessary appropriations to continue 
i's construction. 

Its friends, being wise and good men, and hav- 
ing united for such a great length of time in the 
favorable consideration of this road, must give to 
it that importance of character which will have 
great influence with the peop’e. — The reasons 
must be strong and cogent that will justify the 
abandonment of this improvement at this time. 

The public utility of this work, during the expe- 
rience of more than thirty years, has confirmed the 
ant cipations of its most sanguine friends. Noone 
doubts it, and no one, who has seen this foad, pre- 
tends to object wo its utility. Jt connects and ce- 
ments tgether remote parts of the Union, and 
brings together the East aud the West. It affoids 
to all travellers, of every grade and description, 
an easy and commodious passage over the vast 
and stupendous Alleghany mountains. 

It is useless to describe these mountains—you 
all know them. Before the construction of this 
road, it would appear to be almost impossible for 
any animal except the birds of the air to cross 
them. 

These high mountains, precipices, and deep ra- 
vines, have yielded to the art and power of man, 
and at this time, there is a good road constructed 
over them, so that a team can convey across 
them seventy or eighty hundred in a wagon. This 
mprovement is suited to the convenience and ca- 
pacity ofall to use it. There is no monopoly in it. 

is not confined to a company; but free and open 
to all mankind, on payment of a very small toll to 
keep it in repair. 

Mr. Speaker, it would seem to me tobe unbe- 
coming this great nation, after commencing a work 
with serious deliberation, and in obedience to ‘the 
seber and second thought of the people;” and afier 
carrying it on for more than thirty years, to aban- 
don it. Ifthe improvement were useless, give it 
up; but the contrary is proved to be the general 
sense of the community. In what situation will 
an abandonment place us? Can it be justified by 
savinz a few dollars? Will not this course not 
only injure the substantial interest of the country, 
but also tarnish that character, for wisdom and 
consistency, which this nation ought, and I hope 
will, sustain. 

It seems to me the character and standing of the 
nation are pledged to carry out this important 
work. Therecan be no half way with a great 
and powerful people. When they decide on a 
measure and the same is good, they ought to carry 
it out. 

Suppose the Government were to abandon the 
Florida war, would not our character suffer by it? 
I see no great difference inthe cases. The country, 
in both instances, must be iejured by an abandon- 
ment. 

It cannot be urged that the Government have 
not the means to carry iton. ‘I'he people of this 
Government have more wealth among them, at 
this time, than they had at gny former period. The 
resources and true wealth are abundant in the 
country. The circulation of bank notes may 
not be as ple ty as at some fermer periods; but 
they are not the true wealth of the peop'e. This 
consideration can form no excuse, in my opinion, 
for the abandonment of this work, which is of such 
great public utility. , 

During the war with one of the most powerful 
nations on earih, we heard of no {such excuse as 
the want of money to carry on this same work. The 
money and other. means of the nation were exerted 
to the utmost in the vigorous prosecution ef this 
war, yetthe work on thisroad was not permitted 
to stop; and, therefore, let it not be said, at thisday 
of prosperity of our country, that we have not the 
means to finish this road, as we contemplated. 

Tre faith and character of the nation were 
pledged to construct ihs road through the new 
States, as it was located. The impres-ion was esta- 
blished ameng the people, that it would be con- 
stracied where it was located, which caused many 
to settle near it, and thereby the sale of the public 
lands was accelerated, and the price enhanced. 

I ask any candid man, under this view of the 
case, if the completion of the Cumberland road 
would not form an exception to the general rule, 
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eral system of internal improvements. 

E Mr. Speaker, I will, with all due deference to 
the House, present another view of this subject 
for their consideration. The new States through 
which this road passes, have not the power to tax 
the public lands within their limits, They are pre- 
vented by contract, wh'ch we recognise to be valid 
and binding. , wa 

If you will give us the public lands within our 
borders, we wi'l never again solicit an appropria- 
tion to contiaue the Cumberland road. 

[Mr. Hupsarp of Alabama said he, for cne, 
would give his right of the public lands to us in 
Minois, if we will make the road. | 

Mr. Rernoxps continued. I teel thankful to 
the gentieman for his good will to us in Illinois; 
but he is laboring in his own State (Alabama) un- 
der the same vascalage as we do in Illinois, and 
therefcre we have a fellow feeling for each other; 


bat I can hear no such expression from gentlemen | 


representing any of the oid States. 
Before we can recognise the doctrine of the 


States constructing their own improvements in the 


fullest extent, we must be placed on an equal 
stasding with the other States. The new States 
through which this road parses, are debarred the 
right to tax a great portion of the soil within their 
limits, and thereby are deprived of the resources 
which appertain to the old States. 
placed in the same condition with the old States, 
and had an equal standing with them, we would 
join them heart and hand in excluding all these 
things from the action of Congress. We would 
te foremost with the first to confine the action of 
the General Government to subjects purely na- 
tional, ard expressly reccgnised by the Constitn- 
tion. Itis the pore and legitimate doctrine to ex- 
clade from the halls of Congress all matters that 
can be transacted by the State authorities, and 
circumscribe the patronage of the President within 
the legitimate pale of the Constitution. I am free 
to grant and subscribe to all this doctrine; yet the 
Nat'onal oad, for various reasons which I have, 
and will present to this House, forms a marked and 
decided exception to this rule. 

Iam, Mr. Speaker, extremely well pleased to 
know, that the doctrine of confining the Congress 
of the United Stat-s to national action, is so well 
recognised and established at this time. In the 
new States, we are heartily tied of our vassalage 
to the General Government in respect to the public 
domain. We are crippled in our operations, and 
deprived of the high and equal stand in the Union 
` with the other States. This situation is becoming 

intolerable, and the Government itself is tired of le- 
gislating fur us in relation to the public lands. 

It is no part of the legitimate or censtitutional 
competency of Congress to retain within its sphere 
of action the subject of the public lands. It affords 
to the Government of the United States an undue 
influence over the new States, and over a subject 
which the State Governments can control better. 
fur the good of the people than the General Go- 
verom:ntcan do. It will be hailed as a foriunate 
epoch in the history of the new States fur the above 
confining doctrine to be applied to this subject, and 
thereby the new States emancipated from their 
public land bondage to the Genera! Government. 

In addition to the argaments I have already pre- 
sented to the -consideration of this House, I will be 

. Permitied.to say, that the friends of this measure 
place it on the solid basis of a compact between the 

Gencral Goveramen and the new States through 

. which the road pastes. | The contracts provide tor 
a certain per eent. on the sales of tha public Jands 
to be appiied by the General Government to ihe 
construction of this road; and that the sam arising 
from the sales has not yct been expended on the 
work. I bave not the calculation before’ me, but 
confiding in the information given me by gent'e- 
men in whom I have the utmost confidence, I pre- 
sume the same is true, 4 : 
This compact being made between the two Go- 
vernments with that spirit of equity and justice 
that always has characterized the transactions bs- 
tween the State Governments.and that of the 
` United States, it remains to be. consummated on 
the part of the General Government in the same. 


If we were | 
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the implied terms of this agreement, became the 
trustee of the States, and in good faith ought, and I 
hope will, execute the contract according to the 
common sense meaning of the same. 

The facts and circumstances, as they existed at 
the time the contract was made, must be taken into 
consideration in its execution. The money that 
was expended on the construction of this road be- 
fore the contract was made, cannot be taken into 
consideration under the contract. The amount 
alone that was expended on the work since the 
contract was made, is the sum that comes under the 
provisions of the contract. In the application of 
this just and equitable rule to the amount of money 
expended on the work, it will be seen that a great 
sum was appropriated on it before these contracts 
were made; and, therefore, cannot be taken into 
the estimate. This view of the subject is so mani- 
| festly just and right, that to mention it is sufficient 
j to convince all of its truth; and, therefore, I will 
: urge it no farther on the House. 
| Mr. Speaker, I consider it my duty, in present- 
ing this subject to the Hous”, to say, there have 
i| been appropriated and expended by the General 
| Government, this last year, upwards of thirty 
| millions cf dollars, and not one dollar was appro- 
| Priated in or for the State of Ill:iois, or in the 
Western country. Iam not complaining of this 
sum teing too large for the legitimate purposes of 
Government. I have on many occasions defended 
these appropriations. I have no doubt the expen- 
ditares of the Government must be larger as the 


-country and the necessities of the country increase. 
The war in Florida added greatly to the list of 
expenses. I am satisfied that Congress, when they 
were making these appropriations, acted with pure 
and patriotic motives, and for the best interest of 
the country, as they believed. 

Under these considerations, the appropriations 
were made. But it seems extraordinary that the 
State of Illinois, or as far as I am informed, none 
of the Westera Siates, received one cent of these 
appropriations. 

Í am not so inconsiderate as to expect an ex- 
penditure of money in the State of Illioois, cn ob- 
jects of no importance to the people, or the na- 
tion; and that merely for the sake of the disburse- 
ment of the money in the State. It would be idle 
and foolish in the extreme to expect it. But I would 
ask this House if the National road be not a legiti- 
mate object? It is cf such character and impor- 
tance, that the General Government ought to be 
bound to notice it. . If there be a national improve- 
ment in this Union, it stands foremost in their 
front ranks. The Cumberland road is, therefure, 
a fit subject on which to equalize the expenditures 
and disbursements of the public money. 

These are facts on whieh I ask the sober and 
serious consideration of the House. Upwards of 
thirty millions of dollars are expended in the United 
States, and of all that great sum of-money, not one 
cent was disbursed in our State on the Cumber- 
land road, cr on any other improvement. We 
want in Ilinois what the lawyers call a retorno ha- 
bendo cf some of this public money. 

I am sorry I used this expression, as the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bippxe,} dislikes 
sə much to hear, what he calls, “scraps of dog 
latin.” I agree with him in this. I dislike it also, 

and will not use it again. 

It will be considered that the State of Illinois, 
with the other Western States, pay considerabte of 
this meney into the public Treasury by means of 
the purchase of the public lands. -Every dollar 
that can be raised in our State is paid into the land 
offices, and they are expended in other sections of 
the Union. None is returned on the national 
road, or otherwise. The Government drains the 
country of money, and will not disburse any in it 
aga:n, if this improvement be not continued, 

In taxing this general and hasty view of this sub- 
ject, it seems to me to be just and proper, that the 
national road should be continued. There can exist 
no‘doubt in the mind of any one that is not national, 
and of great importance to the whole Union, and 
particular to the Western States. And there is as 
little doubt in my mind, that the good faith and 
character of the nation are pledged to contiaue this 


- means and 
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by the General Government with the new States, 
require its completion, and the public utility of the 
improvement itself, more than any other considera- 
tion, demands its continuation and final completion. 

I may add, further, that the new States are pre- 
vented from raising arevenue, in the ordinary mode 
of taxation, and thereby they are deprived of the 
resources necessary to complete this 
road. 

My friend on the right (Mr. Pickens] was very 
anxious to have this subject laid on the table. He 
1s, generally,a very liberal and accommodating 
gentleman; yet his course, in this instance, seemed 
to form an exception to his general character. He 
thinks the measure is brought forward a great deal 
too soon. The objections of gentlemen reminds me 
of those of a certain man in the West, who was 
very lazy, and therefore disliked to plant his corn. 
When urged by his neighbors to do so necessary 
and important a work, he would first ery, “it’s tco 
soon, it’s too soon,” and afterwards, when the sea- 
son was so far advanced that he could not say this 
with any face, he would ery, “it’s too late, is too 
late;” so his corn was never planted. 

This will be the case with many of these too 
soon gentlemen; they will not at any time, early or 
late, vote for this measure. 

I would appeal to every member of experience 
in this House to sustain me in saying that there is 
such a scramble for the priority of business, that 
little is done towards the -close of a session. It 
requires more phisical strength of body and lungs 
than any other qualification, for the suceessful 
prosecution of business in the House at the end 
of the session. Would that be the time to risk 
such an important appropriation? I would be 
fearful about the end of the session the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Pickens] would think it 


© too late. 


Some object to the instructions to the com- 
- mittee, that the inquiry ought to be “into the ex- 
pediency.” This mode of proceeding had in it no 
efficiency or force, and would amount to nothing 
at all. There is nothing in this course disrespect- 
ful to the committee. If it goes at all to the com- 
mittee, it would have with it the voice of the 
House, which will give to it respectability. 

After a bill is reported to the House, time will be 
given for examination and discussion. It cannot 
be hurried through the House into a law, without 
the due and necessary time for deliberation, and 
reflection. In every point of view in which I am 
capable of examining this measure, I am satisfied 
it ought to receive the favorable action of this 
Government, as it has done for the last thirty 
years. I hope and trust it will. 3 


REMARKS OF MR. BROWN, 
Or Nortu CAROLINA, © 


ae 


In Szware, Taurspay, Jan. 30, 840. l / 


Mr. Grunpy, from the select co 
which had been referred the resolutio 
Benton, adverse to the resumption of the debis 


of the States, submitted a report m cénf mity 
thereto. f fo 
A motion was made to print this reporkf which 


was opposed, and the doctrines of the report de- 
nounced, by Messrs. Crirrenpen, Smitu of Indi- 
ana, and Sournarp, and briefly advocated by 
Messrs. Grunpy, Benton, and Brown. 

Mr. BROWN rese to say a very few words, in 
reply to some of the observations which had fallen 
from gentlemen who had addressed the Senate, in 
opposition to the report and resolutions then under 
consideration. In what he was about to say, it 
was not his purpose to enter into a defence of the 
committee, against the severe animadversions which 
had been cast on them, for ve Spans Peart 
they had deemed it proper to discharge the duties 
feat pe them. He Foala leave that. task with 
those to whom it more appropriately. belonged, and 
who were, in every respect, 80 éntirely competent 
to their own vindication. . 


The object which be had more particularly in ` 


view, was to notice the extraordinary arguments 
which had been resorted to, for the purpose of per- 


| verting the true character and objects of the report, 
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by gentlemen in opposition to it, and the dexterous 
attempts which had been made to sophisticate the 
whole question, in order to present it in an aspect 
before the country totally different from that which 
in reality belonged to it. 

The gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Crirren- 
pgn,] whose example had been followed by the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey, [Mr. SourHarp,] had 
denounced it as an unauthorized interference with 
the rights of the States, and as calculated to destroy 
their credit, and bring about genera] embarrass- 
mentand pecuniary distress in the country. And, 
in the first place, he would ask how did it in- 
vade or affect, in the slightest degree, the rights of 
the States? Had the committee recommended any 
measure, or proposed any action, by which their 
rights were to be assailed? No, said Mr. B. no- 
thing of the kind has been proposed by them, but a 
proposition directly the reverse of it. A proposi- 
tion of inaction is recommended for the adoption of 
the Senate, by which, as a branch of the Legisla- 
tive Department of the Governament, it declares its 


unwillingness to an assumption of the State debts | 


by the Federal Government. 

So far, therefore, from invading or interfering 
with the rights of the States, its tendency was to 
protect them against the application of the public 
money, by this Goverament, to a purpose clearly 
unconstitutional, and which, if carried out into 
practice, would convert our federative system into 
a consolidated despotism. In other words, it op- 
poses that scheme, which, with many other inge- 
nious contrivances peculiar to the present day, has 
resulted from the modern credit system, and which 
seeks to obtain the aid of legislative authority to 
plunder the proceeds of honest labor and industry, 
and to transfer them to the possession of those who 
are not entitled to them. 

But it bas been alleged that the reference which 
has been made by the committee to the debts dut 
from the different States, is an improper interference 
with the rights of the States. And from whom 
does this doctrine come? From a political party 
who advocate the distribution of the proceeds of the 
gales of the public lands among the States, which is 
bot an indirect mode of assuming the State debts— 
from a political party, who vote to apply the pub- 
fic money to works of internal improvement on 
the soil of the States, and who have, under the pc- 
lioy of the American system, assumed to control 
and regulate the labor and industry of the people 
of this country. 

It is very clear, said Mr. B. if these extensive 


powers claimed by gentlemen in regardto appro- | 


hascome in opposition to such a system of policy. 
If gentlemen were really sincere in their declara- 
tions—and it was not for him to question their sin- 
cerity—he must be allowed to express his surprise 
at their earnest opposition to the adoption of the 
resolutions. 

The Senator from 
from New Jersey had denounced the course of the 
committee as tending to injure the credit of the 
States which were already indebted, together with 
those which had authorized loans that were yet to 
be effected, and had predicted that the adoption of 
the resolutions would produce a rapid decline in the 
price of State stocks,and would be followed by gene- 
ral pecuniary distress and bankruptcy. What 
had the committee said in their report, to jus- 
tify such apprehension? They had not, in 
the most remote manner, called into ques- 
tion the entire ability of the States to redeem 
all the obligations which they had incurred. They 
had referred to the amount due from them, to 


' show the magnitude of the sum which the Federal 


Government would have to assume, if it embarked 
in a scheme so mischievous and uncons itutional. 
Why this timid sensibility on the part of gentle- 
men; because this subject had been referred to? 
Did they suppose that the mere mention of the 
amounts due from States—amoun's which were 
annually made public by the States themselve — 
could in any degree affect their credi? Gentlemen 
had not properly distinguished beween great wealthy 
and flourishing States, whose credit rested on 
solid foundations, and banking corporations, whose 
capital was often fictitious. 

Tf, said Mr. B. the credit of the indebted States is 
affected at all, it will be not by any thing that the 
committee has said in their report, but by the ex- 
travagant declaration of bankruptcy and distress, 
which gentlemen themselves had indulged in. They 
had indirectly impugned the creditof the indebted 
States,themsel ves, by asserting that asimple anoun- 
ciatien of this body,'that it would notconsent toas- 
sume their debts, would tend to discredit them. He 
believed, himself, that the credit ofthe States rested 


- on no such precarious ground, and that they were 


both able arid willing to meet their engagements. 
Mr. B. said that,so far from perceiving any 


- thing in the course of the committee to censure, he 


saw that in it which shonld command entire ap- 
probation. They had exhibited, with an ability 


| which did them great credit, the pernicious consc- 


priating the public money be correct, that the |, 


power to assume 


the State debts by the same course - 


of reasoning equally exisis-—a measure, the inten- ` 
tion to bring forward which has already been an- © 


nounced in the other end of the Capitol, and which 


there is too much reason to apprehend will be pressed ` 
upon the consideration of Congress at a day not © 
distant, by a powerful combination of political aad. -;' 


pecuniary interests, acting in conceit, to render the 
Government subservient to its purposes. 


The very doctrine, therefore, that gentlemen 


contend for, in regard to distributing the. .pablic 
moneys arising from the sales of the publie lands 
among the States, is essentially a recognition of the 
principle of assumption by the Federal Govern- 
ment. If, therefore, gentlemen advocate a doc- 
trine which, to a certain extent, contemplates an 
assumption of State debts, and which will be pro- 
bably followed by a still mere extensive sysiem, 
they surely ought not to complain that the Senate 
should inquire into the magnitude of the debts 
which they are thus to be led, step by step, to as- 
sume. This courte results from’ the very doc- 
trines of gentlemen themselves, and if there has 
been any inquiry into the pecuniary liabilities of 
the States, ithas been invited by those who, on this 
floor, advocate measures that, if carried into effect, 
are but the commencement of a system of assump- 
tion of State debts by the Government of the 
United States. 

It was. true that gentlemen who had spoken in 
opposition to the report and resolutions, had dis- 
avowed the intention to support an assumption of 
the State debts, and had @xpressed their concur- 
Tence in the conclusions to which the committee 


~ the subject of the right of the New Jersey members | 
|l to the seatsclaimed by them, at the end of which |, 


quences that would result to the country from the 
assumption of the State debts—a measure which 
he would say, if it should be at any time adopted, 
would not only be fraught with incalculable mis- 
chief to the country, but would prove dangerous to 
the existence of the Union itself. 


SPEECH OF MR. JOHNSON, 


OF MARYLAND, 


In the House of Representatives, December 19, 1839— | 


After Mr. Wise concluded his main speech on 


he had moved the Previous Question on a pending 
proposition— ` 
Mr. WILLIAM COST JOHNSON said hat 


| he had given notice to the Hou-e this morving, 


when he withdrew his point of order, that he 
should take the earliest moment to renew it. He 
would real it again for the information of the 
House. 

“The Speaker of this House is bound by the 


! Jaws of the United States to administer the oath of 
Office to each member who presents himself and | 


has a regular certificate of e'ection, attested in 


Kentucky and the Senator, 


comformity with the laws of New Jeisey and the i 


Constitution of the United States.” 


[Severa] members here rose toa point of order, | 
_ by stating that the motion for the previous question ;; 
: was not debatable 
The Speaker decided that the previous question `: 


` admitted ofa limited debate, but not, however, so 


as to touch the merits of the main question. 


Mr. Jounsun said that he maintained that his : 


question was one of privilege—a queston always 
in order—one of the highest dignity, and rode over 
every other question. 

The Crain said that he was reluctant to “intere 


i 
il 


| ready to be swcra in. 


Da. rail 


pose, but fe!t bound to enforce the general par- 
liamentary law. 

[Much confusion ensued, and many members 
rose to points of order.] 

Mr Jounson said that he had not yielded the 
floor, and that he could effect his purpose as well 
by raising a point of order ina varied form, which 
he had reduced to writing, and would now send 
to the Chair, and withdraw his first: 

“A motion to take the previous question is not 
in order until rules for the government of the 
House are adopted; nor while there are members 
of Congress who desire to be sworn in. 

Mr. Jonnson maintainedthat a motion for the 
previous question was wholly inadmissible in the 
present incomplete organization of the House. 
No rules had yet been adopted for its organization. 
The previous question was unknown to the old 
parliamentary laws. It was a refinement of 
modern usage, and always a tyrannical exercise of 
power which a majority would use, and most 
frequently abuse, to oppress a minority. Rather 
than a rule of the general parliamen'ary law, it 
was an exception to the general law, and therefore 
could not be rightfully enforced in the present 
condition ef the House. But be did not resthis 
point of order wholly on the inadmissibility of the 
motion for the previous question; but the point, le 
humbly conceived, could not be contested, that no 
business could be done, no question whatever 
could be taken, when there were members waiting 
This was a question which 
went te the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States. No arbitrary rules of this body, or 
of the general parliamentary law, could be quoted 
to overthrow an iustitution which some of the 
members had sworn to support. 

Mr. J. feared that John Randolph had spoken 
too truly when, with his sagacious mind, he had 
penetrated the future, by judgingof the past, and 
said that the time was not distant when a member 
of Congress would be called to order for referring 
to the Constitution of the United State. What was 
prophecy is now sad reality and truth. 

He maintaised that it was incompetent for the 
House to consider any proposition whilst there 
were members waiting ready to be sworn. 

[Several members here rose to points of order.] 

Mr. Campgety, of Tennessee, said that, to 


| relieve his friend [Mr. Jounson] from the repeated 
| interruptions of some members, he would move 


that he be permitted to proceed. 
The Sreaxer then put the question; which was 
carried by a large vote without a division. 


_Mr Jounson resumed, and said that he returned 
his most cordial acknowledgments to the House 
for their manifestation of respect, and should not 
abuse their kindness by along speech. The petty 
interruptions which he had received had annuyed 
the House quite as much as they had him. He 
sawhow uneasy some gentlemen were when he 
alluded tu the Constitution which they had sworn 
on the holy Word of God to support. His pur- 
pose was Jess to address the Houre than to address 
the Speaker, but he hoped he would have the 
attention of all. 

Mr. Jounson said that he maintained that the 
resolution and motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Wise] was wholly out of order 
and inadmi sible, that, by the long and uniform 
usage of the Hon-e, by the laws of the States, by 
the laws of the United States, and by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, the Speaker, he insisted, 
was bound to swear in all members who came to 
him to be sworn bearing evidence in conformity 
with the laws of their own States that they had 
been duly elected as Representatives in this House; 
that the Speaker had no discretion in this matter, 
under the high obligations he had assumed to the 
House, to the Constitation, and to the country, 


i! which he [Mr. J ] would endeavor to demonstrate. 


He said that, before he would proceed to give 
his reasons for the position which he had assumed, 
he would take occasion to say that he wished to 
impute nothing improper to the course which the 
Speaker had taken. It was wel! known to him 
(Mr. J.) that the S, eaker had been called unexpected 
ly to preside over this House. The thought of 
being elected had perhaps not occurred to him or 


Dec: 1839. 
26TH CONG... LST SESS. 


his friends until the day before his electien. “Called 
thas suddenly to discharge the high and impo:tant 
dut’es of that station, it could not be expected that 
he would be at once and ever ready to decide upon 
all the various questions and duties which would 
intervene in his multifarious and arduous labors. 
Then, so far from censuring the Speaker for not 
having at once administered the oath of office to all 
the six members of the New Jersey delegation wha 
presented themselves to be qualified, it was perhaps 
a mark of prudence and of wisdom for fhim to 
have paused, as he did, and to ask of the experi- 
ence cf the House what would bethe course of 
propriety andof duty in this juncture of affairs. 
It was wise in this, atleast: it gave him time to 
hear the views of others, and to allow the Speaker 
to examine the ques ion for his final determination. 
He did not understand the Speaker to say that he 
would take no action but what the House would 
indicate; but that his opinion was, that they should 
be sworn in, and that he would not have hesitated 
had it not been that the members of the House had 
voted cn the question before they were organized, 
and that he now asked them what he should do. 
Such a course is r-gular, precedented, and par- 
liamentary. A Speaker, upon a vexed question of 
order, often refers to the Hous, oftener, perhaps, 
to experienced members, for their views, or tò ask 
for precedents to guide his course. Nor is it unu- 
sual for judges on the bench to ask of the bar their 
recollection of the law, or the particulars of some 
former decison of the Court. S> faras the roles 
of the House on points of order under the rules may 
be brought into question, it can never be unwise 
in the Speaker to refer the question of doubt to the 
solution of the House by its vete; for the rules are 
made by the House, and subject to its alteration as 
well as decision. But, so far as the present ques- 
tion is involved, he hombly conceived it one not 
for the action of the House at present, but for the 
deliberation and execution of the Speaker. It is a 
questicn of higher dignity than. a question of par- 
liameatary form and law; it is a questicn involving 
the Constitution, the laws of Congress, the laws of 
New Jersey—a question which goes to the very 
basis and fonndation of the Government. 
That the Chair shou!d desire to lis‘en to a dis- 
cussion on the question, under the circumstances, 
in order to hear expounded the law for his final 
decision, he should most cordially commend; but 
this Hous? has no power to make a law for the 
case, nor can it expuund, in the present case, the 
law; nor can the Speaker be relieved from the dis- 
charge of his duties, however responsible or un- 
pleasant they may be, however much confidence 
he may have ina majority of this House, by 
asking a vote ofthis House upon a question, not 
of the rales, but a question who shall be sworn in 
under the law, which law is beyond the reach and 
counter-influence of this Heuse, which is only a 
co-ordinate and co-operating branch of the Govern- 
ment, and cannot make laws without the concur- 
rence of the Senate and of the President of the 
United States. Mr. Speaker, (said Mr. J.) you 
have been elected Speaker of this House by a ma- 
jority of voices. You have been sworn into office 
by one of its members, (Mr. Witttans, of North 
Carol na.] The House elected you, it is true; but 
did tae House decide that the Speaker should take 
an oath, and that a member should administer that 
oath to him? No, sir; it was a higher authority. 
The Constitution says you shall take an oath; the 
law of Congress defines the language of that oath, 
and that any member may administer it to you. 
Then, the moment that the Speaker is elected, aad 
the oath of office is administered to him, he rises 
above the fdignity of a simple member, and b:- 
comes an Executive officer of the Government for 
many purpo es, armed with all the powers of the 
law and is bound to discharge the high and sacred 
trusts reposed in him by the law and the Constitu- 
tion. The first Executive duty he has to discharge 
is to Swear in all the members. If it should be 
asked who are members, the answer is of easy 
_ solution: those who haye the credentials of their 
Sta‘e, made out according to the laws of their State, 
as authorized by the Constitution of the United 
States. The Constitution and the laws will not 


authorize him to go behind the certificate made out 
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in due form, with all the solemn sanctions of 
the law. i 

Are their seats con‘ested, let those contesting 
them petition this House after itis organized. Is 
their claim a strong one, and one which can be 
qiuickly settled, refer it to the Committee of Elec- 
uons; for, why have this House always heretofore 
organized a Committee of Elections, if nothing is 
to be referred to it, and if the House, before being 
fully organized, decide all contested elections 
without evidence of any kind? If the members 
who have been sworn in are not entitled to their 
seats, and the case is of easy solution, they can 
report in afew hours, or in a few days, and then 
this House can resolve itself into its high judicial 
capacity, and vote them in, if they have better 
claims than those whom you first swore in. Is the 
ease one of difficult solution, the Committee of 
Elections ean have the polls purged, the election 
returns examined; the State is represented in the 
mean time, and her other interests protected; and, 
when all the facts are made clear, the commiitee 
can report the result of their investigation and 
deliberation, and the House can then take order on 
the subject, with all the facts of the question before 
them. The law makes the duty of administering 
the oath of offic: imperative upon the Speaker, 
after he has bzen sworn in. Itsays, he “shall” 
administer the oath to “all” the members present. 

The first clause of the fourth section cf the first 
article of the Constitution declares that— 

“The times, places, and manner of holding elections 
for Senatcrs and Representatives shall be pre- 
scribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but 
the Congress may, at any time, by law, make or 
alter such regulations, except as to the places of 
choosing Senators.” 

The first clavse of the sentence is now the active 
priociple of the law, Congress never having passed 
a general law on the subject. In the absence of 
any general law, the lawof New Jersey becomes 
the rule, the living law of tbe land, as much so, as 
if it were really apart of the Constitution itself. 
For, in the absence of any general jaw of Congress, 
the Consti:ution wou'd become inoperative and a 
dead letter, had not the States passed Jaws, in con- 
formity with the provision of the Cons‘itution, 
regolating “‘the times, places, and manner of holding 
elections for Senators and Represenatives.” 

By the law of New Jersey, enacted to carry out 
this provision in the Constjtation, which was in 
force when the claiming members received their 
certificates, it is declared in the fifth section that— 
“ The Governor, or person administering the Go- 
vernment, and. Privy Council, shall also determine 
the six persons who have the greatest number of 
votes from the whole State for Representatives in 


‘Congress of the United States from this State; 


which six persons, the Governor or person adminis- 
tering the Government, shall foithwi-h commission, 
under the great seal of the State, to represent this State 
in the House of Representative of the Congress of 
the Un'ted States.” 

Mr. J. said that he would ask if it was in the 
power of human language to be more explicit—to 
express more clearly than the language of this law 
does who are the members from New Jersey? It 
is possible that there can be a mist or a shadow of 
doubt in the mind of any individual who are the 
members that should besworn in? 

If the law had named the individuals, their iden- 
tity would not be more easy of recognition than 


those pointed out in the Jaw who have the certifi- | 


cate of election under the great seal of the State. 
Has any one doubted the validity of this law? 
Has any one doubted the authenricity of the cer- 
tificates which have been presented by the mem- 
bers from New Jersey? He would answer no. 
No one has mace even an insinuation of doubt. 
Are not the certificates of the five members pre- 
cisely like Mr. Ranpovpn’s who has been sworn in? 
Where is thejlaw which allows the Speaker to go 
behind the certificate? Where is the law which 
authorizes him to appeal from himself to a majori- 
ty of this patially formed House—this inchoate 
body? Ihave searched in vain for such a law. 
I have looked in vain for even a precedent. Where 
is the law which allows the Speaker to discriminate 
between two certificates precisely alike in every 
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particular, toswear in one, and hesitate to admin- 
ister the oath to the other? But the first law . pass- 
ed by the first Congress, after they hada quorum, 
was a law regulating the oath of office, and who 
should administer it. On the 7th page of the 
Journal of the first Congress, Aprit 6, 1789, the 
following order was made: 

“Ordered, That leave be givento bring ina bili 
to regulafe the taking the oath or affirmation pre- 
seribed by the sixth article of the Constitution, and 
that Mr. White, Mr. Madison, Mr. Trambull, Mr. 
Gilman, and Mr. Cadwalader do prepare and 
bring in the same.” ` 
oe sixth article of the Constitution declares 
that-— : 

“The Senators and Representatives before men- 
tioned, and the members of the several State 
Legislatures, and all Executive and Judicial cff- 
cers, both of the United States and of the several 
States, shall be bound by oath or affirmationto sup- 
port this Constitution; but no religious test shall ever 


` be required as a qualification to any office or pub- 
i lic trust under the United States.” 


I will read the first part of the second sec- 
tion of the act passed to carry out the provisions of 
this article of the Constitution. It stands first 
on the statute book, and is entitled— 

“AN ACT to regulate the time and manner of 
administering certain oaths. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the oath or affirmation 
required by the sixth article of the Constitution of 
the United States shall be acministered in the 
form following, to wit: ‘I, A B, do solemnly swear, 
or affirm, (as the case may be,) that I will support 
the Constitation of the United States.” The said 
oath or affirmation shall be administered within 
three days after the passing of this act by any one 
member of the Senate to the President of the Se- 
nate, and by him to allthe members, and to. the 
Secretary, and by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives to all the members who have not 
taken a similar oath, by virtue of a particular 
resolution of the said House, and to the Clerk: 
And in the case of the absence of any members 
from the service of either House, at the time pre- 
scribed for taking the said oath or affirmation, the 
same shall be administered to such member when 
he shall appear to take his seat. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That at the 
first session of Congress after every general election 
of Representatives, the oath or affirmation afore- 
said shall be administered by any one member of 
the House of Representatives tothe Speaker, and 
by him to all the members present, and to the Clerk, 
previous to entering on any other business, and to the 
members who shall afterwards appear, previous to 
taking their seats.” 

What can be more mandatory, what more 
positive and unequivocal, than the language of 
this law? After the Speaker shall have been 
sworn in by a member, be shall administer the oath 
to all the members present previous to entering 
of any other business, and to those who afterwards 
appear, previous to their taking their seats. 

Where in this law is any discretion left with: the 
Spaaker to postpone the discharge of this positive 
injunction? Where is any allusion made to the 
opinion of the House in its informal state, or its 
quasi organization, or in its full and compleie 
organization? This is the binding, existing, 
-paramount law of the land, and no vote by any 
majority of this House caneither take from or add 
to its source. No vote of this body can add to or 
lessen the obligations enjoined upon the Speaker by 
this plain and important statue law, 

No one now doubts its constitutionality. At the 
time of its passage there were some slight doubts .. 
raised, as will be found in Ellict’s and Lloyd’s 
Debates. .I will read a few sentences from 
Judge Story’s Commentaries cn the Constitution, 
pege 704. The distinguished commentator says: 

“As soon as the Constitution went into opera- 
tion, Congress passed an act prescribing the time - 
and manner of taking the oath or ae thus 
required, as well by officers of she severa! States as 
of the United States. On that occasion some seru- 
ple seems to have been entertained, by a members, 
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of the constitutional authority of Congress to pass 
such an act. But it was approved without mach 
opposition. At this day, the point would general- 
ly be deemed beyond the reach of any reasonable 
doubt.” 

The question of its constitutionality is at rest; no 
one debates its binding force. This House can 
have no power to resist its execution, as it has 
been executed by every Speaker who has preceded 
you from the formation of the present Government 
io the present meeting of the members of this 
House. 

With a knowledge of this plain law, which points 
out (as Mr. J. humbly conceived) the line of duty 
as plainly as if it were written with Piomethean 
fire, can a justification be urged for its not being 
promptly executed, that a vote of a partof the 
members elected to Congress constituted them- 
selves into an informal House of Congress, and by 
a tie vote declared that the five New Jersey mem- 
bers should not take their seats, because that in- 
formal assemblage of members were guilty of a 
usurpation of power and a direct violation of the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States? 
Will such wanton conduct relieve the Speaker 
from his duty to the country? 

The informal body that gave: that vote were not 
acting under oath, and were violating the law of 
the United States in attempting to either vote mem- 
bers in or out of their places; for the law of 1789 
expressly declares that the Speaker shall atminis- 
ter the oath “to all the members present previous to 
entering on any other business; and to the members 
who shall afterwards appear previous to taking their 
seats.” 

So far as the informal body acted in order to 
extricate itself from the difficulty fin which the vile 
profligacy of the Clerk had placed it, it was legiti- 
mate, because it was necessary for its very exis- 
tence. So far as it proceded to place itself ina 
condition to elect a Speaker, and to do nothing 
more, it was necessary and gravely important. 
But every act beyond that was usurpation, which 
outraged the law of the nation. The Clerk violated 
his duty in not following the e.tablished usages of 
the House in reading the list of members who had 
a certificate of election according to law. There 
is no positive law ef the land which makes him 
the presiding officer of the House on its organiza- 
tion; it is usage—usage established under the old 
Confederated Congress. 1 find in the second vo- 
lume of the Congress of 1777, page 305, that when 
President Hancock took leave of Congress, the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted: 

“Resolved, That the Secretary officiate as Presi- 
dent until a new choice is made.” 

The Secretary’s list gives no positive right to a 
member to-a seat. It is only called in order to 
furnish [evidence that the members are in attend- 
ance, It isthe certificate of election under the law, 
with all the solemnities of the law, that is evideace, 
and which alone is evidence, and which cannot be 
rightfully rejected upon the organization of the 
House. The Clerk well knew what had occurred 
in the case of Moore and Letcher, for it was well 
known that the then Clerk of the House placed 
the name of Moore on his list, although his certifi- 


cate was informal and imperfect, by which he of- 


fended two members, friends of Mr. Letcher, who 
did not vote forhim, by which he lost his re-elec- 
tion. The present Clerk, less honest, saw this ques- 
tion, not as a faithful officer, but as one who knew 
he would get his daily bread—and that was reason 
enough for him—by refusing to call the five mem- 
bers who had certificates of election, and that he 
would thereby secure his re-election, and subserve 
the political purposes of his party. 

Bat how stands the question so far as the mem- 
bes whose seats are not contested have given an 
opinion in the mere informal organization of the 
House? By a unanimous votethey bave declared 
that the contesting members are not entitled to the 
seals. That isa negative pregnant, and amounts to 
a direct affirmation that they believe, although they 
will not avow it, that other claimants are entitled 
to all the rights and privileges of their places. 
They have, by a tie vote, giving no epinion in re- 
lation to the members who have the regular certi- 
ficates of election. And, it is well known to you 
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and to all ofus, that, had Mr. Hawes, of Kentu + 
ky, been in bis seat at the time, he wou'd have 
voted in the affirmative. Then you have the as- 
surance, in the first place, that the members are 
unanimous in the opinien that the contesting mem- 
bers should not be sworn in, and you have a ma- 


five should be. 


The only argument (said Mr. J.) which I have | 
heard urged with any serious earnestness in the | 


House before you were elected was, that, if the 
members who had the certificates were allowed to 


vote, a Speaker might be elected by their votes, ‘| 
and that afterwards it might possibly appear, upon |“ 
examination of the election returns and of the i 
whole case, that the other gentleman would: be — 


entitled to the seats. 

The Speaker has been elected without their votes. 
Now, the argument is, that because members 
voted once to reject them wrongfully and in 
violation of law, and without having the oath of 
office administered, they must vote to reject them 
again. The morality of which is, that the latter 
outrage is justified by the former, and the essence 
of the logic is, that two wrongs will make cne 
right. 

Mr J. maintained that a more direct assault 
never was made upon the Constitution and the laws 
than the vote excluding the five New Jersey 
delegates. As ample as are the powers of the 


House of Lords of England, the members of th's | 
House have outstripped them in exercising power. | 
When sitting in judgment, the peers do not give © 


their decision on oath, as do tne members of the 
House of Commons, but simply on honor. But 
every peer is bound to take the oaths prescribed 
by the laws of England, before he takes his seat. 
“Any peer voting before he has taken the oaths, 
rendeis his whole property liable to forfeiture.” 
Bat a portion of the members of this House, with 
the imperative law of the United States before 
them, with the Constitution which enjoins an oath, 
and with the usage ofall the civilized and Christian 
world which requires public functionaries to 
forbear to decide upon the rights and interests of 
others, w:thout the fear of Heaven, in the most 
solemn form presented to them, and in the form 
of an oath, have evicted five members from their 
seats; and members froma State which farnishes 
her opinions in times past as well as present, 
that she requires an oath, not only of those whom 


she may appoint to represent her interest, but from | 


all who may ejther directly or indirectly have to 
pronounce upon any matter touching her welfare 
as a member of this great Republican Confederacy. 


I will (said Mr. J.) read her opinions in her own 


language from the book I hold in my hand. 

(Mr. Rives here called Mr. Johnson to order.] 

Mr. Jounson said that his evil genius had risen 
behind him to haunt him oace more with his 
confused points of order. 

Mr: J. resumed his remarks, and was about to 
read from the Journal of the oid Congress, when 

Mr. Avrnerton said he would call the gentle- 
man from Maryland [M. Joxnnson} to order; he 
was wandering from the true \ine of debate. 

Mr. Jonnson replied that the gentleman had 
twice called him to order. The first time he had 
proffered theimpatient member one of the books 
before him to read whilst he was progressing in 
his remarks to the Cnam; but the gent!emen had 
thought fit to call him to order again. He must 
now be allowed to say, with becoming and pro- 
found sincerity to that distinguished member, that 
he did not adopt him entirely as his standard for 
taste or his model in debate; it was his misfortune 
and his fault. That learned and logical member 
-argued as with intuilive induction; he (Mr. J] 
sometimes reasoned by analogy. He had not, 
and he greived most sadly for it, that elegant and 
happy facility of giving language to his thoughts 
with that inimitable perspicacily which dis- 
tinguishes the learned member from New Hamp- 
shire. He had often listened with perfect rhapsody, 


as had the House on many occasions, to the |, 


brilliant displays of the learned member. The 
gentleman had the most rare talent to collect all 
the resources of his gifted and richly cultivated 
mind, and embody them, witha facility peculiar 


` showeth: 


| or affirmation. 
| clause in the law of 1789 which enjoins upon the 
| “Speaker”? to administer the oath‘‘to all -the 
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to himself alone, in one elegant and s norous 
sentence; and that sen‘ence was—order, order. 
After this explanation, which Mr. J. hoped 
would be satisfactory, he trusted he might be 
allowed to proceed without forther interruption. 
The paper which he was about to read was to Le . 


jority of the members who believe that the other || found in the Secret Jovraals of the Congress of 


i 1778, and was in the first volume, page 374. Tt 


was one of the ablest papers of that day, and he 
would only read that part of it which was geiman 
to his purpose and the subjecthe had under con- 


| sideration. 


Tuurspay, June 25, 1778. 
“To the United States in Congress assembled: 

‘Tne representation of the Legislative Council 
and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey 
That the articl s of confederation and 
perpetual union between the States of New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, 


! New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Deleware, Maryland, 
: Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 


Geargia, proposed by the honorable the Congres: 
of the said Statez, severally, for their consideration, 
have been by us faulty snd attentively considered; 
on which we beg leave to remark as follows: 

“l. Tn the fifth article, where, among other 


` things, the qualifications of the delegates from the 
| several States are described, there is no mention of 
Í any oath, test, or declaration to be taken or made 


by them previous to their admission to seats in Con- 
gress. lt is, indeed, to be presvined that the 
respective States will be cateful that the delegates 
they s:nd to assist in managing the genero] interest 


' of the Union take the oath to the Guvernmert 


from which they derive their authority; but, as 
the Unted States, collectively considered, have 
interests, as well aseach pariicular State, we ate 
of opinion that some test cr obligation, binding 
upon each delegate while he continues in the trust, 
to consult and pursue the former as wellas the 
latter, and particularly to assent to no vote or 
proceeding which may violate the general con- 
federation, is necessary. The laws and usages cf 
all civilized nations evince the propriety of an 
oath on such occasions; and the more solemn and 
important the deposite, the more strong and ex- 
plicit ought the obligation to be.” 


Many of the framers of the Constitution were 
members of the Congress before whom the remon- 


i strance of New Jersey was read and con-idered, 
; and hence, very likely, that clause in the Constitu- 


tion which cnjoins upon members to take an oath 
And hence, too, most likely, that 


member: presint, and to the Clerk, previous to 
entering on any other business, and to the members 
who shall afterwards appear previousto taking 


: their seats.” The law of Congress adopts almos; 


the very language of New Jersey. New Jersey 
that had thus eaily tried to protect her rights, to’ 
plant round her-elf, as it were, safeguards with all 
the binding force of law, and the solemn influence 
of religion, is the first victim on which this first 
infraction of the law has fallen. She sends her 
delegates here with all the authority of her law, 
with all that is required by any existing binding 
law, and you spurn them from the Hall. What 


| higher proof can she give than the credential made 
| outin conformity to.her laws, impressed with her 
: great seal of State? 


T will not (said Mr. J.) dis- 


cuss her great seal. Twi!luot inquire if a new one 


: is made upon the election of evety Governor. I 


will not ask if it is s'x inches in diameter, like the 
great seal of England, and, like that, is cut into 
four pieces upon every accession to the Throne, 
and placed in the Tower, and anew one of silver 
formed. These inquiries I will leave for the curi- 
ous. Sufficient for us to know ihat itis the highest 
proof of her will, it is the most solemn evidence of 
her sovereign authority. It should every where be 
evidence both of her will and her authority. 

When was the power ofthe great seal-of a 
State questioned before? Go where you will but 
to this House, and it will not be disputed. Go to 
the courts of law, its presence will of itself speak 
its power. 
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I will refer to authority, for I fear argument will 
be less convirciog. | . 

In Baldwin’s Reports, page 78, in the case of 
the United States vs. Wilson and Porter, in the 
Circuit Court of the United States, it was decided 
that “ A pardon granted by a Governor ofa State, 


under its great seal, is evidence, per se, without any | 


far.her proof.” 


With ail the investigation which. has been be- 


stowed, not a single case has been presen'ed where 
the individual who has the legal evidence of his 
election has not been allowed to occupy his seat 
until the particulars of the election could be inves- 
tigated. 
ountry or in England. 

I will read a case frcm Jacob, which has not 
been read, and which meets the question before 
the House, and before you, Mr. Speaker, in every 
parucular: 

“Ia 1640, it was ordered (by the House of 
Commons) that where some are returned by the 
sheriff, or such other officer, as by law hath power 
to return, and o'hers returned by private hands, 
(as has been done here,) in such case those return- 
ed by the sheriff, or other officer, shall sit until the 
election is quashed by the House.” 

What stronger proofs can be offered? What 
miad, unles it is predetermined, can hesitate a 
moment in declaring that the members from New 


Jersey who have the certificates should instantly 


be sworn in? 
Mr. J. said he wou'd not-appeal to the members 


cf this House, for he apprehended it would be | 
useless, He could not appeal to those who, on | 


former occasions, had so loudly advocated the rights 
of those who held the certificate of ‘election, and 
who had so suddenly, on this occasion, reversed 
their former positions: it were useless: Nor would 
he appeal to some who were always dwelling on 
State rights. No; he would not; fer State rights 
had become, with many, a catchword—they used 
it most when they mo-t abused it. Stale rights 
would be (he said) in a deplorable condition if 
they res ed upen some of their. professed friends 
for support. He would not speak of the motives 
of any member, for it was neither his privilege 
nor his right todo so, He would, however, sta'e 
that he generally adopted the rule laid down by 
Junius in his letter to the Rev. Mr. Herne: * To 
judge of the integrity of men by their conduct, and 
not by their professicns.”” But he would say, if the 
New Jersey members were nct received prc mpily 
as the Representatives—the ministers of their 
State—she could well consider herself as expelled 
from the Union, an 1 she would havea perfect r ght 
to withdraw all connection from the Government. 
She would have a perfect right to send her agents 
to negotiate elsewhere. Had such treatment been 
inflicted on some of the states of the Union in times 
not long past, such would have been the result, 
But itis you, Mr. Speaker, that we look, to prevent 
this injustice to New Jersey, this infraction of the 
laws. You derive your power, Mr Speaker, on the 
subject, (he would repeat again,) not from this 
House, but from the law. The House but elects 
you. ‘The law invests you with powrr, and power 
toexecuie the law. This House may eleet you, 
as it has elected a President of the United States. 

He does not, for that reason, appeal to this body 

to ask its opinion upon bis daties. He appeals to 

the Constitation and the laws as the u'e of his 

conduci. The.Constitution and the laws have 

defined yonr dutez. The law—not this House— 
says you shall swear in the m-mbers who present 
themselves to be sworn in. The New J ersey mem- 
bers have presented themselves. I am authcrized 
frem them to say that they are now ready to re- 
ceive the oath from you. The Constitution, the 
law of the United S'a‘es, and the law of New J er- 

` Sey, are for the time suspended. You can give 
them vitalily and action. And I repeat, that the 
law of Congress, made-in pursuance of the Con- 
stitution, and to carry the provision of the Consti- 
tation into full force, and the law of New Jersey, 
made, also, in pursuance of the Constitation and 

by its authority, to give it efficiency, are as bind- 
ing upon you and the members of this House as 
if they had been written in the Constitution itself, 
and had been made a part of that organic law, 


Nota single case can be found in this | 


Mr. J. said that in concluding h's remarks, 
which he had extended, he feared, to too great 
length, he would say that if the Speaker viewed 
this subject in the same light in which he dd, 
he would not lenger hesitate to administer the 
oath to the memters from New Jersey. He hoped 
that the Speaker would calmly examine the law 
anu its philosophy, and relieve the House from 
this protracted discussion. The unprecedented 
condition in which the House had been placed, 
and the country, required of the Speaker to exercise, 
rigidly and fearlessly, all the powers with which 
the Censtitution and the laws had invested him. 
Say to the New Jersey members, come forward 
and receive the oath. Hold up to the country 
the laws and the universal usage, and you will 
receive the thanks of the nation. You will receive 
the respect and admiration, ina little white, of 
these who are now prejudiced by the warmth of 
parisan feelings. They will, in their calmer 


moments, be as ready as any to justify and com-. 


mend the act. 

Swear them in before the House take a vote on 
thequestion. If this question is decided not by 
the law and the usage, but by a vote of this House, 
the example wiil be mischievous, the precedent 
will be fraught with permanent and abiding evil. 
It will open a door in times to come, when parties 
are exgited, and the nation convulsed, which will 
easily lead to the total overthrow of the Constitu- 
tion and the Gevernment. The crisis now requires 
moral fortitude, a firm and fearless reliance on the 
laws cf the nation. 

Sir, (said Mr. J.) when but a few years ago the 

question of nullification was extending from the 
South to the Nerth, fast, wide, and wildly, many 
p liticians, some with pure, others with designing 
motives, caused a dinner to. be given in this ci'y to 
forward the fre'ing, and to commit President 
Jack-on to thedoctrine. When, by the previous 
concert of a few leavers, toast afer toast was 
offered, speech after speech was made from able 
men se'ecled for the purp.se from various points 
of the Union, when the feeling seemed to be 
spreading with electric contagion, when all eyes 
were diected to Gen. Jackson with the confi- 
dence of ardent hope, it was at that moment that 
he rose, with a firm and noble grandeur, and pro- 
claimed amidst his devoted friends, “The Union— 
i: mustand shall be perserved.” There was a 
mora! sul-limity in the act, which gave us much 
lustre to his character as his proud victory at New 
Or‘eans. 

Adminix'er the oath to the New Jersey Repre- 
sentatives, fur you. a'one possess the power and 
the right, and you will heal the breach which. has 
be-n made in the Censtituticn and the laws. Do 
this duty firmly and quickly, and (Mr, J. said) my 
life on it, the warm greetings of your magnani- 
mous constituents will thank you, every friend 
of the Constitution every where will thank: you, 
posterity will thank you. 


SPEECH OF Mr. ADAMS, 
OF MASSACHUSETTS, 

In the House of Representatives, Wednesday, December 
20, 1839-—After a long andsomewhat stormy pre- 
liminary dispute on quesiions of order, and the 
ptiori:y of business—_ 

Mr. ADAMS rose and addressed the House 


nearly ia the fullowing werds [is nét my inten- 
tion to trepass upon the pBtience gf the House 
by occupying much time. | The fir.t point to 
which I go is this. It is s in substance 


which was made asa point of ordefby the genile- 
man from Maryland, [Mr. 
namely, that this House ca 
business whatever unt ] all i 
sworn. IJ began by readingputfof time, for I had 
reserved it for another place, fhig law of the United 
States. [Mr. A. had quoted tfe statute of 1739, 
which provides as follows: 
Src. 2. And be it further 
first session of Congress after every general elec- 
tion of Representatives, the oath or affirmation 
aforesaid shall be administered by any one member 


megnbers have been 


of the House of Representatives to. the Speaker, 


and by him to all the members present, and io the 


cted, That at the 


po 


Clerk, previous to entering. on any other business, and 
to the members who shall afterwards appear, 
previous to taking their seats.] 

I say that this law isnow binding, but, preced- 
ing that, there are some provisions of the Con- 
stitution to which that law applies, and to which 
it will be necessary for me to refer. The first is 
this: 

“Representatives and direct taxes shall be appor- 
tioned among the several States which may be in- 
cluded within this Union; according to their 
respective numbers.” 

Then follows the manner in which the num- 
bers shall be determined. 

But, as I presume the words of the Constitution 
n this passage are in the minds of all gentleman, I 
willread no further, but will state that it was then 
declared that New Jersey should have four Repre- 
sentatives in this House; thata census should be 
taken from ten years toten years; that each State 
should have a representation according to its num- 
bers asceriained by the census; and that imme- 
diately after the last census of 1830—that is, on the 
22 of May, 1832—an act was passed for the 
apportionment of Representatives among the 
several Siates, according to the fifth census, which 
provides that the House. of Representatives 
shall sę composep of one Representative to every 
47,700 persons in each State; and it goes on to 
spec:fy, “that is to say”—an.t then follows the 
specific number of Representatives. for each State, 
of which it declared that New Jersey shall have 
six. Now I say that the House of Represen- 
tativesis not, in the sense of this act, “composed” 
until new Jersey have six Representatives on this 
floor. I st aside the act ot God which has 
deprived my State of one of its most valuable 
Representatives; I set aside the act of God by 
which one ofthe Representatives from New York 
was prevented from att nding here by a deep 
domestic afflic:ion; and I set aside another act of 
God by which one of the members now in this city 
has been disabled by bodily ind‘sposition to attend 
here in his place. And must I set aside another 
privaticn of five members? excluded, not by the 
act of Ged, not by the neglect of the people of New 
Jersey, but the arbitrary decision of less than a 
majority ot this Hunse, that five more gentleman 
who presented themselves here as five out of the six 
Representatives to which the law says that New 
Jersey shall be entitled in this House, have been 
virtually shut out and excluded from it. This is 
the Constituticn. This is the law. I have read 
them both. ‘The Constitution says that. New 
Jersey is always entitled to have in this. House a 
certain number of Representatives in proportion to 
her population. A law of the Un ted States, un- 
repealed, and therefore still of binding. force, 
says that after the year 1832 the House of Repre- 


. sentatives shall be composed of a given number of . 


Representatives, six of whom. shall be from New 
Jersey; and I ask whether. this House of Represen- 
tatives is so composed? And, if itis not, whether . 
it is a constitutional and legal House of Represen- 
tatives till it shall be? hate. 
But in answer to this question it may be said, 
and it has been said, there are others who claim. 
to be Representatives from New Jersey. Now 
the Constitution says that each. House of Cungress _ 
shall be the exclusive jadge -of the elections, re- _ 
turns, and qual. fications of its own members; and the 
gentleman fromSouth Carolina, (Mr. Pickens,] a 
few days ago, withextreme ingenuity, (an ingenai- 
ty which I could not help admiring, whatever. 
other sentiment jt might have occasioned in my 
mind,) called on us to analyze this provision, and . 
said that in it were contained three distinet rights: 
first, the right of judging on the election of its 
members; secondly, of judging of the re‘urns of their 
election; and, thirdiy, of jadging of their qualifica- 
tions. The course of the. gentleman's argument 
it is nct wecessary for me pow to follow; bat in Wer 
claue of the Constitution. there -is one word 5 
which he took na notigey bat. which I sae a : a me 
to analyze, and. ask . this. House to analyze, an 
that isthe wordJupax. Now, in analyzing this- 
word judge, L propose.-to ask, first, what it im- 
ports,-and,secondly, why it was inserted. And in. 
the first place, I say that this word “judge,” as 
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here employed in the Constitution, implies a trial, 
implies parties, implies a contest, implies evidence, 
and a law.according to which the judge is to act. 
The Constitution of the United States has not said 
that the House of Representatives shall have 
arbitrary power to exclude or to expel any member 
from its Hall, and from all the rights of 2 member 
of the House. It does not say that the House shall 
possess the arbitrary power todo this, but it says 
that this House shall have power to judge. And 
how? Not by its mere arbitrary act; not according 
to ihe simple fiat of the majority. No. The 
authority conferred is a judicial authority. Now 
I ask, in the seeend place, how it has happened that 
such a provision is inserted here, in an instru- 
ment which is founded on the principle that the 
Jegislative, judicial, and executive powers of this 
Govenment shall be kept separate; that the legis- 
lative branch shall exercise no judicial or execu- 
tive power; that the judicial branch shall exercise 
no executive or legislative power; and that the 
executive branch shall exercise no legislative or 
judicial power. ‘That is the great, the high, and 
solemn principle on which this Constitution of the 
Union and all the Constitutions of the States are 
founded. Now, if in such an instrament we find 
one exception in which express judicial authority 
is conferred on the legislative branch of the Go- 
vernment, I ask, why has this been granted? Was 
it that this Honse might exercise its fancy, its 
caprice its party prejudice, its injustice, and thus 
expel any of its members at pleasure? No. The 
House must act a judicial capacity; it mast pro-- 
ceed on a trial, in which there are patties, in 
which there is evidence, and solemn argument npon 
the evidence. : 
But there is another power conferred on this 
House by the Const:tation, and that, I must admit, 
is in a considerable degree discretionary. ‘The 
power is absolute in itself, and this Constitution 
has not said for what it shall be exercised. But 
when this power was given, did the authors of this 
instrament suppose it would be attended with no 
danger? Far from it. And the proof is found in 
the factthat, in this one instance, they dissolved 
thet great and almost universal law which requires 
that legislative bodies shall decide by majorities, 
and have required the consent of two-thirds be- 
fore this power can be exercised—I mean the 
power of expulsion. There must be two to one 
before any member can be expelled from this - 
House. That is the caution and the guard under 
which alone the Constitution authorizes us to ex- 
ercise a power so tremendous. 3 
Now, then, let us for a moment inquire how this 
stands. In our proceedings within this Hall, when 
we were in an informal and unorganized state 
—when not a member had been sworn to the 
faithful performance of his official duty, less than 
a majority ofthis body, amere tie, and thatin a 
House not composed according to law, did decide 
that five members who were requisite to the com- 
position of the House, should not be allowed to 
vote. What was the effect ef such a decision? 
I say it was a virtual expulsion «f those members. 
It was the same thing as ifthe House; by a simple 
majority, and not even that, had quoted that five 
of its members be expelled. Here, then, was an 
act done by less than a majority, for which the 
Constitution requires a vote oftwo-third:. I say 
that the effect of this act of less than a majority is 
precisely equivalent to the expnision quoad hoc of 
Tive members who formed a part of the composi- 
tion of the House. 1 say it wasan act which this 
House has no power to perform—that it was un- 
constitational, illegal, null and void; and I vouch 
the Cons‘itution and the laws of the United ‚States 
to prove it. What is the next consequence which 
follows, ifthis be legitimate? It was this unform- 
ed, unsworn, unorganized body, not composing 
a{F{ouse of Representatives which had in its hands 
a discretionary power to expelany one member 
who happened to be obnoxious to one-half of the 
memters. I say, that body had no power to. pass 
such a vote, and further I say, that this body has 
as little. What must be the cons-quence.il such 
a doctrine be admitted?. Supposing this body in 
its present state be a House of Representatives, 
which I say it is not so long as there are -five 


who are excluded trom it—still the remainder has 
no power to declare that they shall not vote; it is 
unconstitutional. These men have the same right 
to vote which you or E have, or any other m-emter 
of this Honse, and the Honse cannot divest them 
of that right. This House has no power to say A, 
B, C, and D, shall not vote. If it has the right to 
say so respecting these five New Jersey members, 
it may say the same respecting all others, for 
these stand on identically the same ground with 
all other gentlemen here. If you say you have a 
right virtually to expel them, you have the same 
right to expel any other member, and then we 
are come precisely to the case referred to yesterday 
by the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wisr,]} and 
ihe account of which he read to the House— 
the case of Oliver Cromwell, when, by the agency 
of acleik, he excluded from the House of Com- 
mons all the members of the Pailiament of 
Engiand except such as he esteemed the righteons 
and the godly. There is not a hair’s breadth 
between that case and ours; and the tenant of the 
White House may, with the help of this precedent, 
send down to us a minute of those who, ia his 
opinion, are the righteous and godly members of 
the House of Representatives, with an order to 
tatn cut the rest. 

And now to come’to the position I take, name'y, 
that the five members appearing here with creden- 
tials from the Governor of New Jersey have the 
same right to sit and vote with every other mem- 
ber of this House; and in support of that positon I 
refer again to the Constitution, to the law, and to 
immemorial usage withont one exception. The 
question as to the first right of any member of this 
House to take his seat, subject to a subsequent 
inquiry and decision by the House as judges, is 
founded on the evidence which he produces of his 
membership. Ard what has been this evidence? 
It has been such as is prescribed by the laws of 
the several State:; in general, it is the signature of 
the Governor of the Siate; the very hi; hest authority 
known in all courts throughout the world; the very 
highest evidence of all documentary acs. T have 
heard much said here about the broad seal, and 
gentlemen have argued about the broad seal as if its 
virtue was initself: we have heardof the great 
seal of England having been thrown into the 
Thames by James [l, and that the conclusion is, 
therefore, no credit is due to broad seals—that is 
the logic. Bat it is not the broad seal “Tiself, it is 
the principle which lies under it, that is to be look- 
ed al: which, by thelaws of all States and nations, 
renders it the highest evidence known among men. 
The seal itself is nothing. The power which cre- 
ated can change or break it at pleasure; but its 
admission as anthentic proof of record by the uni- 
versal consent of all nations; this it is which gives 
it value. It is a question for the States whose seal 
is set aside. If, by any act, you show contempt 
of the seal, you show contempt of the power from 
which it emanates, and ef the law of nations. 
That is the principle; a principle founded in reason, 
founded in hnmanity,-and necessary between na- 
tions. T hope it is not to be affected by the sinking 
of the broad seal of England, or its being carried 
away by a tyrant. In this contempt for bread 
seals there seems involved the principle that, when- 
ever images or statues are held sacred, the sanctity 
lies in the marble and not in the god represented 
by it. Itis not a question here how many inches, 
or feet, or yards, or acres, a broad seal may cover; 
that is not the qaestion: but the question is, wheth- 
er, by your act, yon will set aside the highest evi- 
dence any State or nation can produce. Itis not 
a question of a broad seal; but itis a question 
whether the sovereign State of New Jersey, speak- 
ing in its own forms of law, in the most authentic 
form in which it can speak, according to the laws 
not only of this, bat of all nations, shall be buffet- 
edand kicked out of this House. That is the 
question. Now,I say that, by the Constitution, 
by the law, and by immemorial usage, not only 
between the States of this Republic, but among all 
civilized nations, these five commissioned members 
have produced to you the highest proof possible of 
their membership, and that you cannot reject them 
without rejecting the evidence they have produced, 


Sy 
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Now, it is said against all this that there is a 
suspicion! a suspicion of fraud. Of fraud? Where? 
Of fraud in the application of the broad seal? Of 
fraud in the evidence? Of fraud in the act of the 
Jovernor of New Jersey? No; there has not been 
the slightest intimation of such a thing; but b:hind 
ihe commission there is a certificate of one who is 
not a certifying officer known to the law, a certifi- 
cale not sworn to, that in the election there Was 
fraud. That is a suspicion, Well, and is there 
not another suspicion? Is there not a suspicion 
that in that very majority which he cerifies, there 
was fiaud by the admission of illegal voters? 
And such fraud as will change the majority? 
Have the gentleman’s suspicions seitied between 
these two? No. I know there is too much justice 
here to seitle on any sich induction. That is to 
be settled when this House comes to act aca judge 
ihe proper time and place. 

(Mr. Duncan here interposed. Has the gentle- 
man any allusion to me? Loud and generai 
laughter. } 

None atall, Not the least. None whatever. 
[Here the Hall resounded with shcuts of merri- 
ment.] For my own part, Ido not know which 
of these suspicions is founded in truth, and which 
not, or whether beth may not be. T cannot say 
whether there has not been fraud in the returns, or 
fraud in the voters. That we are hereafter to de- 
cide in our capacity of judge, and not by the prece d- 
ing will and pleasure of the House. That is a 
question for hereafter; but, in the meanwhile, does 
that suspend the right of a member to be sworn? 
The principle and the practice in snch cases have 
always been to receive those bringing regular 
returns of election according to the Constitutiion 
and the laws, to admit them in the first instance to 
their seats, and then, as jndges, to decide upon the 
whole case. I commiserate the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Dromcoo.r,] who rummaged a 
large volume of contested elections, and in all thai 
record could not find one single case which did not 
make directly against him, (as has since been fully 
proved ) An authority has been read to us res- 
pecting the practice of the British Parliament from 
Jacoh’s Law Dictionary. Ihave ahigher authori- 
ty—the anthority cf Blackstone, speaking in his 
Commentary. In the chapter which speaks of 
the manner in which elections shall be held in 
England, Judge Blackstone says— 

“The election being closed, the returning officer 
in boroughs returns his precept to the sheriff, with 
tLe persons elected by ihe majority; and the sheriff 
re‘urns the whole, together with the writ for the 
county and the knights elected therenpon to the 
clerk of the Crown m Chancery; hefore the day of 
meeting, if it be a new Parliament, or within four- 
teen days afier the election, ifit be an occasional 
vacancy, andthis under penalty of £500. If the 
sheriff coes not return such knights only as are 
duly elected, he forfeits, by the old statutes of 
Henry Vi, £100, and the returning officer in 
boroughs, for a like false return,£40. And they 
are besides liable to an action in which donble 
damages shall be recovered by the latter statutes of 
King William, and any person bribing the return- 
ing officer shall also forleit £300. But the mem- 
bers returned by him are the silting members, until the 
House cf Commons, upon petition, shall adjudge the 
refurn to be false and illegal.” 

There is the law of England. The return ean- 
not beset avide even when the sheriff has heen 
bribed. The sheriff is punishab'e fer his villany 
both to the public and to the individual who may 
suffer by it; but, nevertheless, the member returned 
is the sitti: g member till the House on trial shall 
adjudicate the return to have been false and illegal. 


Here [ rest my case—the case of our five 
associates who have claimed to be sworn at that 
table, and I here challenge and openly defy any 
and every member of this House to point me to 
one single principle of the Constitution, of the law, 
or of immemorial usage, which shows the contrary, 
and gives this House iota of right to deprive the — 
people ef New Jersey of their full representation 
in this House. 

When the New Jersey case arose more than a 
year ago, and that became pzobable which has 
since happened, or rather when that was most 
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excessively apprehended which has since taken place, 
namely, that the election of a person to fill that 
Chair would depend on the exelusion of those five 
gentlemen from theirseats, and the consequentisacri- 
fice of their rights and of the tights of their consti- 
ments, I did conceive that there was a great ques- 
tion involved, to which there were two fair and 
equitable sides, and I came to the conclusion that 
this question should be adjudicated, not by caprice, 
not by arbitrary will or absolute power, but adja- 
dicated according to law, before a Speaker should 
be chosen. I knew that this could not be done by 
the Constitution, by the law, or by immemorial 
usage; I knew that those who brought returns in 
legal form must te sworn and could not be turned 
out of their seats but by the adjudication of this 
House; and I saw at the same time how incon- 
yenient, if not impossible, it would be for the 
House to spare the necessary time for the citation 
of the patties, for the examination of evidence, for 
solemn argument, and that entire process which 
rightfally belongs to a court of justice, and is 
necessary to a jadgment in conformity with truth. 
I saw that very plainly; so did others, and I offered 
a resolution with a view to see whether this pain- 
ful extremity contd not be avoided. I believe a 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Craic] has offered 
the same or a similar resolution since we met, 


(Mr. Craic. The resolution I offered was the 
very same verbatim et liferattm.] 


The resolution is sow use'ess as respects this case, - 


since the election of Speaker has been decided; 
and here I must be permi ted to say that it seems, 
as if by a reiribative act of Providence, that elec- 
tion has been decided precisely as it weuld have 
been if the five excluded New Jersey members had 
been admitted. Neither of the two great political 
parties into which this House is divided“was able to 
carry its own candidate, and a gentleman has been 
placed in the Chair who would have been placed 
in it in that case, but with five more votes in his 
favor. Having a very high idea of the agency of 
Providence in drawing good from evil, Ihave not 
been able to avoid some suspicion that this is a 
retributive Providence on us for the greal waste of 
lime which has here taken place to no useful end 
whatever; for, after all the violent siruggte having 
for its ultimate object the filling of that Chair, the 
self-same individual ‘has been brought into it as 
would have been brought there if all the commis- 
sioned members of the House had been allowed to 
vote, and there had been no trampling on Constitu- 
tion, law, and immemorial usage. Bat the princi- 
ple of my reso'ution was, and of the gentleman’s 
resolution from Virginia is, in my opinion—— 

[Here Mr. Apams was interrupted by Mr. F. 
Tuomas, of Maryland, who made a point of order, 
the discussion of which occupied the House for 
more than an hour, but which terminated in Mr. 
Apams being permitted to proceed. | 

Mr. Apams proceeded. I am sorry, Mr. Speak- 
er, and somewhat surprised, that the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr Tuomas] should be so exces- 
sively uneasy at the few observations I have sub- 
mitted, and that he should be so apprehensive as to 
the few which still remain to be made; and that he 
has thought prop2r to consume so much time upon 
what I consider to be an exceedingly frivolous 
question. As 10 the first pait of the motion made 
by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. W. C. 
Jounson,] name'y, whether the previous question 
is now in order or not, I have nothing’ 1o say. 
Tne subject is too small, tco trifling, for me to con- 
same time upon it. WhatI speak to is the se- 
cond part of the motion. ` It is that which makes 
the point that, until the members from New Jersey 
are sworn, this House can, by the Constitution and 
laws, proceed to no other business. Isay I was in 
order in speaking to that part of the motion, and 
that I can speak to it. Of course therefore, when 
the gentlemen from Maryland (Mr. Tuomas] 
moved that I have leave to proceed in order, ac- 
cording to his views of ‘in order,” his motion was 
sabstantial'y that I should be gagged. If I am 
to proceed according to his notions of “ia order,” 
Thad better take my seat, and say nothing. Iam 
exceedingly happy that the House has come to the 
conclusion to hear me, and I will not abnse its 


St ta a ies A ae I a aba 


New Jersey Question—Mr. Adams. 


indulgence by occupying very much more of its 
attention. 

In the course of this d'scussion, it has appeared 
that it is exceedingly objectionable to some gentle- 
men here to hear appeals made to the Constitution 
and laws, and immemorial usage, forthe purpose 
of securing to the people of the United States their 
right toa representation in this House. I can 
readily conceive that these are grating sounds on 
the ears of some gentlemen, and that to hear them 
once isenough; but to hear them time after time, 
as I think they ought, until they hear their effect, 


| that is still more disagreeable, disgusting, and 


tedious. Iam happy that thatis not the temper 
of the House, but that we may still appeal to the 
Censtitation and laws and immemorial usage, in 
remonstrating against that enormous encroach- 
ment upon them, the exclusion, the expulsion of 
five members from this House, who, by the Con- 
stitution, the laws, and immemorial usage, ate 


entitled to their seats as much as any other gentle- | 


man here. 

When I was interrupted by the exceedingly 
candid gentleman from Maryland, [Mr TH: Mas,] 
who is willing to let me proceed “in order,” accor- 
ding to his views of order, I was referring to a 
resolution which I offered in this House at the last 
session of Congress, and which, I believe, is now 
before the House in the shape of a resolution 
offered by the gentleman from Virginia; and I was 
proceeding to state that I did think there was a 
great and important question between the parties. 
I am now speaking to the duty of the Chair—to its 
duty toswear in the members from New Jersey 
before any thing else is done in this House; and I 
speak to it in order to express my conviction that 


j that isa duty, to the performance of which he is 


bound by the Constitution of the United States, by 
the laws of the United States, by the immemorial 
usage of the United Sates and of the British 
Parliament; and that no resolution or vote of this 
House can interpese between him and the per- 
formance of that duty. I was about to preceed to 
say that that important question (which I did be- 
lieve tobe of very great importamce, and which 
I did hope this Hense would find some means 
of sett'ing before we came together) has, in 
point of fact, lost all its impor-ance; because the 
Speaker has been chosen, and becavs? the 
qnestion is no longer before the House. Now, I 
can conceive thata member of this House, with 
a high respect for the Constitution, the laws, and 
usages, while the question of Speaker was before 
the House, may still say there is, after all, behind 
that, a question as to the will of the majority of the 
people of New Jersey in the election of their mem- 
bers to represent them in this House. And, sir, I 
am willirg to concede to the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Dromcootr,] who argued the point 
a day or two since, that this House had the 
power to proceed to try and adjudicate the 
question before the Speaker was chusen. I con- 
cede it to him; but then I say that, if they do so 
undertake to decide that que:tion before a Speaker 
is chosen, they must do it upon the constitutional 
principle as judges, not by their will; but that they 
must ac! under the authority given to them by the 
Constitution to jugde of the elections, returns and 
qualifications of the members of this House. And 
l further say that, if they do itin that manner, 
they cannot do it withont a trial, without hearing 
the parties, without receiving evidence, without 
hearing arguments, and that it must ke a judicial 
act, and not an act of autocrats. 

Well the House has chosen to do it otherwise; 
and that there might te no failure of any incident 
to stamp upon them the inconsistency of their act, 
that have done it with a resolution on their table, 
(not yet repealed,) which was offered by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Raxrr,] that 
this Tlouse would proceed to try and determine the 
question before the election of a Speaker. That 
resolution is still before the House unrepealed. 
It has, to be sure, been violated. The election 
of Speaker has taken place. By an arbitary act, 
not by a judgment—-for there has been no judg- 
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ment, no trial, no hearing of parties, no reception | 


of evidence—but by a naked autocratic act, it has 
been decided that the five members from New: 
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Jersey shall not be permitted to vote in the election 
of Speaker. Now, I say that that House uncon- 
stituted, or this House constituted, had no right 
to pass such a resolution; and I say this, 
that it is the duty of the Speaker, prescribed 
by the Constitution, prescribed’ by the law, 
prescribed by universal usage, to perform that 
duty, and that it is not competent for this 
House, by a unanimous vote, to release him from 
the performance of it. What isthe alternative? 
What are we to suppose? We are to suppose that 
the power to voting to every member depends on 
the will cf the majority, and not upon the Con- 
stitution and Jaws; for, upon the same principle, 
by virtue of the same process by which it was 
determined that the members from new Jersey 
should not vote—by the same authority, I say, 
my friend from Maryland [Mr. Tuomas] might 
have bad a sure way to stop my mouth by moving 
thatI should not be permitted to speak or vote; 
and then a tie according to the precedent, on the 
question whether I should vo'e or not, would have 
expelled me as it has expelled the five members 
from New Jersey; and as he could have done it 
to me, he could have done it to any other mem- 
ber: and thus one-half of the members might: be 
madetohold their seats notat the pleasure even 
of a majority, but of the other half. 

Now, it is that precedent against which I pro- 
test in this case; and I wish the House to take 
into consideration that which is so settled and 
determined, so fixed by the authority which I read 
a short time since, (probably the highest in the law 
of England,) namely that a member returned by a 
sheriff who has been bribed is yet entitled to take 
his seat in the House of Commons, until she ha 
been adjudged (not arbitrarily expelled, but 
adjudged) to have been illegally elected. At the 
time I offered the resolution alluded to, at the 
last session of Congress, a difficulty had occurred 
to me; and I think, if the gentleman from Virginia 
persistis, as I hope he will, in calling for a decision 
on his resolution, that he will find, when he comes 
to discuss it, that the difficulty which I found will 
present itself to him also. When I offered that 
resolution, it was rather witha view to see whe-her, 
upon cool deliberation, some plan or device 
might not be found by which this adjudication 
should take place without consuming an unręa- 
sonable or unnecessary portion of time. This had 
led me to inquire in my own mind into the prin- 
ciple upon which is established the law, both of the 
British House of Commons and of this House. 
What is its principle? Every one will admit that 
itis an evil—that it is a wrong done to a portion 
of the constitaency—hat it is a great inconvenience 
to decid: that a man who, after all, shall turn out not 
to be daly elected, should be admitted to vote until 
that determination is made. But how was the 
evil to be remedied? The remedy which had ec- 
curred to me was that which this House finally 
determined it would take; that is, that whatever 
time it might take, they would examine, , try, 
adjudicate, and decide thecase, before the {election 
of Speaker. But there are great difficulties in this — 
mode of proceeding. It is a choice of evils and. 
inconveniences; and I must confess that I have wat: 
yet been able, satisfactorily to my own mind, to 
devise any principle (not an arbitrary proceeding 
or an autocratic act, but a principle) upon which 
these contested elections can be tied without con- 
suming time before theelection of Speaker. And 
hence I derive what I believe to be the principle of 
the estab'i-hment of the law I have referred to; 
thatis to say, that it must be assumed, in the first 
place, that members regularly retarned according 
to law, are duly returned. This, it seems tO 
me, must be the principle; because the ouly alterna- 
tive is to deprive the constituency of its Represen- 
tatives. The moment you determine to take any 
other cause forthe decision of this question, you 
not only turn a member out of the House, bat you 
deprive his constituents of the Representative. 
Now that is a much greater evil ofthe two; and it 
ith it all the ee 
i inciple of privi 
at ere of Pembers 


of e from arrest, from summons ina 
ven the privilege ofa mag 
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from arrest-—from being brought to obedience to 
the Jaws—is a great evil and inconvenience. 
There are many individuais who suffer in con- 
sequence of it. The privilege by which no mem-. 
ber shall be summoned to a court of justice as a 
witness, ettherin public, criminal cases, or in in- 
dividual cases between man and man, isa great 
evil—a great inconvenience. But 
The privilege here is established—it is established 
here by the Constitution. Itis established to an 
infinitely greater extent inthe Parliament of Eng- 
land, for privilege there is indetinite—determined 


what then? | 
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ine e nia a 


upon principle to be so—and it has been carried | 


toa most extravagant length. 


arrest was settled is laid down ia Jefferson's 
Manual by an opinion of the author of that book, 
and it is in terms extremely applicable to the 
present case. I will read it: 

“This privilege from arrest, privileges of course 
against.all process the disobedience to which is 
punishable by an attachment of the person; as a 
subpeena ad respondendum, or testiticandum, ora 
summons on a jury: and with reason; becaute a 
member has superior duties to perform in ano- 
ther place.” 

That (continued Mr. A.) it is the authority given 
by the book which Jefferson cites. Now, what 
is his own opinion? 


“When a Representative is withdrawn from his : 


seat by summons, ihe 30,000 people whom he repre- 
sents lose their voice in debate and vote, as they do on 
his voluntary absence: when a Senator is withdrawn 
by summons, his State loses half its voice in debate and 
vote, as it does on its voluntary absence. The enor- 
mous disparity of evil admits no comparison.” 

There (continued Mr. A.) is the opinion of 
Jefferson in. a case which I consider to be per- 
feetly analogous. “The enormous depravity of 
evil admits no comparison.” What is the evil 
on the one side? It is the special privilege of 
an individual, which may be injurious to the public 
or to individuals. What is the evil on the other 
side? It is, that the 30,000 (now 47,700) men 
whom he represents are deprived of their voice 
and vote in the representative assembly of the 
nation. Now, this principle gives me alto the 
principle upon which it has been established, that 
in cases of contested election the members regular- 
ly returned shall be admitted to sit until the House 
shall have adjudged that o'her persons are ent tled 
to the seats. I say that ‘the enormons d:sparity 
of evil admits no comparison.” 

What is the evil of the admission cf members, 
upon the regular credentials or commi:sion which 
the law has prescribed as the testimony alone ad- 
missible for giving them seats here in the first in 
stance? What, I ask, is the evil? There are two 
points of view in which the evil is to be considered. 
The first is in a party point of view. The sec ond 
is ina view as it resperts the people, the con- 
stituency, the nation. Now, I biing this question 
to the precise case before us. I ask, what is the 
evil of admitting the five gentlemen here from 
New Jersey who have presented themselves, ac- 
cording to the law and the Constitution, and have 
asked to be sworn? What is the evil? Why, gen- 
tlemen very warm in their party feelings will say 
that the evil is enormous; upon all those party 
questions which may arise, it may give a majority 
to the party opposed. Thatis the answer of party, 
of party spirit. 

What is the answer as respec's the naton? In 
the present case we have been told that the gentle- 
men who demand admission would misrepresent 
the people of New Jersey; and that their cempeti- 
tore, the five others, would be the only true repre- 
sentatives of the people. What is the fact? The 
people of New Jersey, and, I believe I might say, 
the peop'e of the United States, of almost every 
separate State in the Union, are precisely in the 
condition of this blouse which represents them. 
We all know it is so in New Jersey, for, in this 

very case, there were two tickets of these two par- 
ties—one member of one party elected on that 
ticket by a majority, and five others of the other 
party claiming to be elected on the other. 

Now, what do justice and equity say? Are we 
© take the voice of the peopie (so divided that a 


Bat the principle upon which this privilege from i| New Jersey the highest office in their gift. 


SPER 


„Aristophanes. 


spider's web could scarcely stand between the 


question) to be, that ore portion is to be consi- 
dered as the true representatives of the whole peo- 
ple of the State of New Jersey, or that the other 
portion is to be so considerec? I say, for myself, 
in all candor, that I believe the State of New Jer- 
sey would not be misrepresented by either of the 
two parties. 
Jersey would be well represented by eiiher. 
are all respectable men. 
here we know, they having been uncontes ed mem- 
bers of the last Congress. On the other side, we 
know that there are among the competitors two 
men who have recently received from the people of 
Of one 
He has served here with 


They 


of them I can say more. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I believe that the people of New |. 


Those who claim seats 


me; served on one of the committees, in the busi- » 


ness of which the great parties of this House were 
as much intere:ted probably as in any other com- 


mittee, and, on the great question of protection to ` 


domestic manufactures—cne of the bones of con- 


tention amongst us—my word for it, not one of the ` 


| members claiming would vote differently to what 


he did. These were the interes's of New Jersey: 
and the great question of the tariff which divides 
the reople of this Unior, but most deeply in'e- 
resting to the people of New Jersey, would be de- 
cided by the votrs of both thes parties in the same 
manner, Am I to be permitted to say that these two 


Governors, so recently cho:en by the people, or that | 
the three other gent!emen, equally respectable with | 


them, would mis:epresert the people? 
such thing—-I believe no such thing. It is not 
amongst my principles to do this. f cannot ur- 
dertake to say, upon a mere political difference 


I say no |. 


of opinion, however deep or important, between ; 


myself and another man—I cannot undertake to 
say that he, with the oath of God upen him, misre- 
presents his own constituents. I do not believe it. 
And, for every thing that relates to the interests of 
the people of New Jersey or to the interests of the 
people of the United Staies, l, for one, if this ques- 
tion is to be determined, not upon adjudication, or 
by judges, but by arbitrary power—I say I would 
rather that they who now declare that these five 
members shall not vote, would go to the end of 
their pes tion, and say that the five others should. 
Tofinitely rather would I have the- five competitors 
securing to the people of New Jersey their repre- 
sentation fcr a length of time which none of us 


į can foresee; fur, if you exclude them now, you vir- 


tually expel them. If they are expelled, then their 
constituents, five-sixths of the people of New Jer- 


< sey, ae without representation here—nearly a 


whole State cf this Union. And when my friend 
from P.nnsylvania over the way [Mr. Srerceant] 
reminded us that this was the State in which were 
located Trenton, and Princeton, and Monmouth— 
the State which braved the very crisis of the Revo- 
lutionary war—a State on whose soil yoy cannot 
step without treading on the grave of some sufferer 
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next to the heart of the individual. And what was 
the final decision in that case--a decisicn cevised 
by a woman? She allowed the man at last to cut 
ont the pound of flesh. “You have aright todo 
it,” said she; “the law says that your boud shalt 
be cairird into execution, if you insist. Take 
your pound of flesh, therefore, but be careful not to 
spill one diop of bloot. If yuu do spill one drop of 
blood, your bond is forfeited, and your lands and 
goods are confiscated to the State.” Now, I main- 
tain that the people of New Jers2y have a right to 
say the same thing. There is the pound of flesh; 
here are my five Representatives; they are a pari 
of my corporation, of my body; cutout the pound 
of flesh if you will, but take care not to spill one 
drop of blood; for if you do 

[Mr. Bynum here rose suddenly, and addressed 
the Chair, supposing Mr. Apams to have con- 
cluded. After very general laughter,] 

Mr. Apams resumed. I have too much respect, 
Mr. Seeaxer, fo: the candor which the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Bynum] has this day 
evinced, to deprive him much longer of the ¢ ppor- 
tunity to present his views. I shall close my re- 
marks very scou. 

Sir, it has bean said that this is res judicata—that 
this question is settled; and I think that the argu- 
ment preceeds from a gentleman who, at the same 
time, dec'ared that it was no! according to his views 
of constitutional right. But it is res judicata, and, 
although he was against it, and though he thinks it 
was wrong fur the House so to decide, yet, when 
Łe came to the question— 

(Mr. Ruerr asked leave to explain. Ie was 
understood to say that he had not taken the ground 
that the House could not judge the question. The 
ground he had taken was, that the House ought to 
go either on the ccmmission, or should go elabo- 
rately into the whole case. He wes opposed to 
going elaborately into the whole case; therefore, he 
went for the commiss:on. 

Mr. Apams referred to the reselution which the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Ragir] had 
himself offered, and which was still upon the jour- 
nals of the House ] 

Mr. A. then preceeded. But the gentleman says 
the question upon the commission was decided by 
this House. Does the right of the people of New 
Jersey depend upen that commission? Jt so, the 
members coming here under it have a right to be 
sworn, If not,the House has no right to set it 
aside. Thatis my doetrine; and I must confess» 
that I do not altogether under-t. nd the logic cr the 
political morality of that principle which, in the 
first place, opposes a wrong, and, when the wrong 


' comes to be carried into execution, supports it. I 


in the cause of your independence—when I am re- | 


minded of these things, and when I see a proposi- 
tion, wherever made, to deprive the people of that 
State of their rightful representation here, I cannot 
submit to it—I cannot cease to invoke in their be- 
half the Constitution, the laws, usage, and every 
law that ever was binding here, to let them in. 
And if you determine, by this arbitrary decision, 


have read, ina certain book, something like this 
charge made upon a man, ‘When thon sawest a 
thief thou consentedst to it.” I do not mean to 
say that the gentleman consented to thievery, or 
that there is any thievery inthe case. But I hear . 
him say that what is wrong, and what he has pro- 
nounced to be wrong, he will consent to; and, as it 
cannot be carried but through his vote, he will give 


a decisive vote for it. 


that you will not admi! the five who have the legal : 


credentials, I say, in God’s name, admit she others, 
breause then at least you will not have violated the 
rights of the people of New Jersey. 

I cannot forbear, in this case, to ecnsider the 


people of New Jersey under the form of a single . 


individual. 


of Athens in the form of a single man named Demos. 
Demos is the peop'e. Itis in one of the plays of 
Now, I consider the people of New 
Jersey here as one man. Then, to come to ‘an- 
other dramatic representation. I think I hear the 
people of New Jersey say, “What is my bond? 
You have a right to cut a pound of flesh next to 
my heart out of my body—tbat is the bond; 
that is, accurding to the law of Venice.” I 
do not know how it may be here, but, according 
to that law, the bond was so. There was the right, 


or at least the power, to cut outa pound of flesh | 


l One of the great dramatic waiters of | 
antiquity, in one of his plays, represenis the peopie | 


———— 


{Mr. Ruerr again rose toexp'ain, He had ne- 
ver said what the gentleman atiributed to him. If 
he (Mr. R.) recollected, what he had said was, that 
the House having decided this maticr, he would 
vole fir every proposition giving it the direction 
proposed by the reso'ution of the gent'eman frem 
Virginia, which was, to make it a question of elec- | 
tion. He wanted to get rid of it, so that the House 
might go on with the greater maiters before it.] 

Mr. Apams resumed. The geutlemay is at lier- 
ty, Mr. Speaker, to make as many explanations as 
he pleases; but the saying (ne thing and the doing 
another seem to me to be so inextricably involved 
in his two processes, that | carnot recor cile them 
together aSlog’c. “To that complexion it must 
come at last.” You say one thing and you do - 
another—the one and the other directly and imme- 
diately succeeding. And that Heuse—the body . 
that now composes this imperfect and unconstituted . 
House—agreed upon this proposition; they deter- 
mined to go to trial, and ten minutes afterwards 
they determined to elect a Speaker without trial; . 
not to adjudicate, not, as the Constitution autho- 
tizes them, to be judges of election, but to decide 
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the question, without trial, without evidence, with- 
out hearing the parties, wpon their mere will and 
peasure. Such was the action of that body. 
And, as to the process of reasoning here, have 
we not upon the journals of the last Congress a 
most signal example ef a case in which the res 
judicata was set aside by this House? What was 
the resolution in thatcase? It was nota resolu- 
tion depriving the people of the States of their Re- 
presentatives, but it was making Representatives 
for them. Two members came here claiming seats 
from the Sta’e of Mississippi, at what was called 
the special session—the first session of the 
Twenty-fifth Congress. Some inquiry—a very 
modest oze—was made. One gentleman rose and 


said, that if his credentials were called for, he | 


would call for the credentials of every man in the 
House; and I saw it boasted in an Administration 
newspaper, that this frightencd the Wh'gs out of their 
senses, and that they agrerd to let him in, because 
they had not got their credentials in their pockets. 
Isay I saw it glomed in as a capital manœuvre. 
Well, these two gentemen had credentials, which 
upon their face declared that they were elected for 
the called or extra s:ssion—from the time when the 
elec'ion was held (probably in June) until the next 
November, which was the time of holding the re- 
galar election in Mississippi. These gentlemen 
not only frightened the Whigs out of any question 
as to the validity of the crédentials, but persuaded 
th: Committee of Elections to report that they were 
elected for the whole Congress—yes, for the whole 
Congres, with credentials bearing npon their face 
that they were elected for the called session, or un- 
til the month of November: Such were the cre- 
dentials; and the gentlemen never produced them, 
either to the House orto the Committee of Elec- 
tions; and so good-natured were the committee, that 
they not only did not ask for them, but they 1eport- 
ed that the two gentlemen were elected for the 
whole Congress. This is the history of the first 
decision, and this House decided accordingly. 

The month of November came. The people of 
Mississippi, according to the laws of their State, 
elected two Representatives—other men, not those 
whom this House had thought proper to make 
their Represéntatives. Tnese two others came 


here and claimed their right to represent the Siate © 


of Mississippi. What did the House do? The 
House rescinded their resolution of the preceding 
sessicn—the res judicata—by a majority, not by a 
tie—turning neck and heels out of docrs the two 
gentlemen whom they had previrusly declared to 
be members; and then went on to make another 
decision as wise and just as the former; that is to 
say, that the members duly elected by the people of 
Mississippi were not elected, and that they must go 
back again. What was the consequence? Why, 
tbat the people of Mississippi had the trouble and 
expense and charge of a third election, in which 
they returned the same two individuals whom 
this House had refused to recognise, and this 
House was compelled to receive them. Sir, 
every decision of this House was a precedent to 
be avoided, and the cn'y decision that was right 
and just and trae was the final decision of the 
people of Mississippi themselves. But, in the 
mean time, the people of Mississippi had been 
here for four or five months without a representa- 
ton at all, Still these decisions of the House 
were made by judges. ‘There was an adjndication; 
Mt was ares judicata; but the House it elf reversed 
its first res judicata, and. the peop'e of Miss‘ssippi 
reversed their second. - I hope I shall not huri the 
feelings of any who tcok partin that fabrication of 
Representatives for Mississippi. I do not mean 
such a thing; I speak merely of the. decision of 
that Congress on these election questions as I think 
ef them now, and as I thought of them then 
When first the question was taken, 1 told this 
House that the people of Mississippi would do 
themselves justice—that they had yet to go through 
that process, and I remonstiated against the as- 
sumption of power on the part of this House to 
make Repres2ntatives for the people of the United 
States. And, sir, I am happy that the people of 
the State of Mississippi ratitied and confirmed the 
opiaions I entertained. But I have brought this case 


jo show that the res jndicata in this House is not 
à > 


as it ought not to be, lke the Jaws of the Medes 
and Per-ians, an absolute de:potism, not to be 
altered or revoked under any circumstances. If 
this House goes one step beyond the bounds of the 
Constitution, by assuming power which does not 
belong to them, the best ihing they can do for 
themselves, for the interests of their country, and 
for the rights of the people, is to retrace their 
Steps. $ 


SPEECH OF MR. CAMPBELL, 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 
In the House of Representatives, February 14, 1840. 

“The SPEAKER announced the first business in order was the 
resolution reported fromthe Committee of Elections by Mr. 
CAMPBELL, chairman, asking the House to grant that com- 
mittee the privilege to have all printing done which it deemed 
necessary to facilitate the investigation of the New Jersey dis- 
puted election. 

“The question pending when the resolution was last under 
consideration, was the motion of Mr. Cavs Jounson to amend 
the proposition from the committee, by authorizing that com- 
mittee to have printed all the evidence they had collected in re- 
lation to this election. ; 

“Mr. CAMPBELL said he had been instructed by the com- 
mittee to accept the proposition ofthe gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, (Mr. W. JoHNSON.] 

Mr. Cave Jonnson then offered the following resolution as 
a substitute for his former proposition: 

Resolved, That all the proccedings and papers before the 
Committee of Elections in relation to the New Jersey election, 
be r ported to the House by the committce, with astatement of 
the names ef the individuals who received a majority of all the 
votes given at the election for members of the Twenty-sixth 
Congress in that State, and that the same he printed for the use 
ofthe House, and the committee have leave tohave such other 
papers and documents in relation to other contested elections, 

pending before them, printed by the public Printer of Congress. 


Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina rese and 
said: It was a matter of some surprise; to him that 
the gent'emea from Tennessee, [Mr. Cave Jonn- 
son,] when he had offered an amendment to a reso- 
lution reporied from the Committee of Electiens,and 
when that amendment had just been accepted as a 
mod ñcation of the resolution, should now shift bis 
position, and soffer for the consideration of this 
House a proposition so ess:ntially different frem 
the one he had first presented. Surely the gentle- 
man is difficult to please. He first makes 
a proposition thal all the papers in the possession of 
the committee in relation to the New Jersey case, 
whether relavant or not to its merits, should be 
printed, and no sooner is his proposition accepted 
by the committee as a modification to its own reso- 
lution, that be calls for a report of the nomes of 
those who received the greatest number of votes 
irrespective of irregularities in the conduct of the 
election, or of illegality in the votes. 

Mr. C. felt that the gentleman’s amendment now 
presented, calling for the names of those who had 
received the greatest number of votes, made it in- 
cumbent upon him briefly to state, with the indul- 
gence of the House, the reasons why the commit- 
tee had not, ere this, reported on the New Jersey 
case; and in doing so, he would endeavor to con- 
fine himself to a detail of such facts, not already in 
the possession of the House as were necessary to 
this explanation. l 

Previous to entering into 4n examination of the 
testimony submitted for ils consideration, the com- 
mittee adopted certain resolutions as the basis of 
its action, which, in his judgment, embodied the 
true principles cf evidence applicable to the trial 
of this case. These resolutions were, in substance, 
as follows: That the credentials of the Governor 
of New Jersey are prima facie evidence that they 
whe held them are entitled to their seats; but their 
correctness being questioned upon the ground that 
all the votes polled. were net counted, the com- 
mittee would preceed to inquire who had received 
the greaiest number of votes. That all votes re- 
ceived by authorized officeis, acting in conformity 
with law, were prima facie legal; but it being alleged 
that pluralities had been obtained by the admission 
of illegal votes, and by frauds perpetrated on the 
ballot box, ihe committee wou'd receive evidence 
as to the truth of these allegations, and inquire who 
had received the greatest namber of legal votes, 

‘polled in conformity with the Ccnstitution of the 
United States and the laws of New Jersey, and 
were, there‘ore, duly elected, and entitled to oc- 
cupy, as members of the House ot Representatives, 
the five contested seats from that Stale. 

These resolutions, looking to a plurality of legal 
voles, and constituting them the basis of its final 


| 
| 


action, were adopted by a considerable majority of 
the committee. But we are now called upon: by 
the gentleman from Tennessee to report to this 
House the names of those who received a majority 
of all the votes polled, irrespective of frauds in the 
conduct of the election, or of tlegality in the votes. 
After the adoption of the resolutions just referred 
to, a mass of testimony was examined, which ap- 
pearirg inconclusive, under the circumstances of 
this case, as to who had received a plurality of the 
legal votes, the committee, at the request of one of 
the parties, agreed to allow additional time for the 


i} procurement of testimony. 


The (ime allowed was longer than Mr. C. 
thought was necessary—longer than, as a member 
of the committee, he was dispoxed to grant, but it 
was agreed upon by a majority of the committee, 
in opposition to his wishes; and although he felt 
strongly tempted, as a choice of alternatives, to ad- 
vocate a preliminary report, to be made imme- 
diately, upon such testimony as was betore the 
committee, or upon such as cou'd have been pro- 
cured in a few days, under the power to send for 


per ons and papers, he did not, upon the whole, 


think that a difference in opinion as to time, was 
sufficient justifi ‘ation for him to abandon the posi- 
tion which he had at first taken, to make but one 
report upon this subject, and that that report should 
be upon the merits of the election. 


Long, however, as is the time allowed, he doubted 
whether it was much longer than would be occu- 
pied in debate by this House upon a preliminary 
repert, made by a divided committee upon. testi- 
mony insuffic'ent to establish the fact, (not as to 
who had received a majority of votes, for that 
could be easily shown,) but as to who were daly 
elected. So that, in reality, this apparent procasti- 
nation may be the means of accelerating the final de- 
cision of thissubject. For who can doubt, (continued 
Mr. C.) that had the committee made a divided 
report, stopping short of the merits of this election, 
we should have witnessed a revival of those scenes 
which so much distracted our deliberations in the 
early part of this session; and not improbably, after 
a long and excited discussion, the subject would 
again have been referred to the committee, with 
instructions to report upon its merits—scenes 
which will not improbably be revived, if the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee should be adopted by this House. 

There was but one of two courses for the com- 
mittee to have pursued. The one was to have 
made a preliminary report as to who should occupy 
the contested seats until the ‘election was decided 
on its meri's; the other was to swspend a report 
until after a full and thorough investigation, or 
such facts could be laid before the House as would 
enable it to come to a satisfactory and final con- 
clusion upon the election. 

Had the committee supposed that its duties were 
limited to collecting the returns, that had not 
been counted by the Governor and Privy Council, 
to the adding up and reporting who had received a 
majority of vıtes, as was now proposed, a very 


short time, perhaps a single day, would have suf- s 


ficed; but such were not i's limited duties, 
present contest, he conceived, went beyond the re- 
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` 


turns, and invo'ved the inquiry of who, under the ` 


Constitution of the United States and the laws of 
New Jersey, have been duly elected memlers cf 
this Heuse. No gentleman—not even the gentle- 


man who moved the amendment—can deny that ' 


it is the voice of qualified voters only, expressed in 
conformity with law, that constitutes an election. 

If the course adopted by the committee js des- 
tined to meet with the disapprobation of the House, 
said Mr. C. a full share of that disapprobation 
mustrest upon me. When the committee was 
first organized, it stood eight toone in favor of a 
preliminary report—a true index of the House by 
which it had been created—four gentlemen, mem- 
bers of the committee, being in favor of a report 
upon the credentials, which had already, by no very 
equivecal expression of opinion on the part 
of the House, been repudiated,—four being 
disposed to report upon the examination of the tes- 
timony before us, who had received a majority of 
votes. I alone, of all the members of the commit- 


tee, was disposed from the first to go into the 
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merits of the election; and, whether for gocd or 
for evil, the latter course has at last received the 
sanction of the majority, and is that which has 
been adopted. Had the committee determined 


upon a preliminary report in the abstract, which it ; 


might easily have done, I would have endeavored 
in good faith to have carried out its views. And, 
although I did not feel myself called on in com- 
mittee to express my opinion of the basis on which 
snch a report should be made, if made at all, I do 


| The position is this: when an election is involved 
in reasonable doubt, except in case of a sitting 
member, a sufficient investigation to remoye the 


| doubt should precede the right of membership. 


So far has this principle been carried, that in- 


= stances are numerous in our cases of contested 


not hesitate to say that, had a preliminary report : 


been determined upon, and it had been left to me 


to decide between adopting the Governor’s creden- ; 
| cant. 


tials and the majority of votes, as indicated by the 
poll books, I would not have hesitated a moment 
to have preferred the latter. But in deciding, 
Hot on a question of returns only, but of elez- 
tion, who can doubt that it is the voice of 


qualified voters only that should be respected? » 


It could never have been the intention of this 
House to limit the power of the Commitiee of 
Elections to the collection of returns—to the mere 
duties of a returning officer—to the mere adding up 
of the votes. To deny to this committee the right 
to inquire into irregularities, or frauds, or illegality, 
would be in effect to deprive the House of its con- 
situational power to judge of the election of its 
members, and to prostrate the elective franchise at 


the footstool of every petty and unprincipled ma- ` 


nager of an election. 

When the committee was first organized—when 
eight out of nine of its members were favorable to 
a preliminary report—it was urged from every side, 
with much force and eloquence, that great injus- 
tiee would result by the exclusion of five-sixths of 
the representation of New Jersey from this hall, 
until, after a thorough, and perhaps protracted in- 


vestigation, we should have it in our power to lay | 


before the House such facts as would enable it to 
come to a satisfactory decision as to who had been 
duly elected. 

- Bir, (said Mr. C.) I admit to its fullest extent the 


exaggerated by any language in which it can be de- 
scribed, an injustice that | would most willingly 
avoid, though the exclusion, instead of being 
applicable to alm:st an entire State for weeks and 
months, were applicable only to a single district, for 
a single hour. But it is nct manifest to every gen- 
tleman, that with the difference of opinion that ex- 
isis in this House, if the committee had made a 
divided report upon the question of returns only, 
the scenes which have alread taken place in 
this hall would have been acted over again; that 
upon the same testimony, with very immaterial 
additions, which the House has already had before 
it, the same changes would have been rang, 
and perhaps the House have again declined to 
any decision as to who were entitled fo seats. In 
the mean time the investigation of the election 
would have been saspended, and the final decision 
upon its merits delayed. 

It is certainly important that the people of every 
part of this Union should, at all times, be fully 
and fairly represented; and when they are not so, 
they do not enjoy an equali:y of privileges. But 
this isa great question of princip'e anmixed with 
expediency, and he woud ask whether either the 
advantages of a representative Government, or 
the purity of the elective franch’‘se, can be preserved 
by admitting gent'emen to seatsin this House, 
who claim tobe, but who may not in truth be, 
duly elected? Shall this House elect, out of donbt- 
fal claimants, the representatives of the people? 
Or, shall it confine itself to iis constitutional right 
of deciding whom the people have elected? The 
former would be destructive of liberty, subversive 


of the Constitution, and an evil, at least as geat = 


as the exclusion of a portion of the Representa- 
tives from a State, until all resonable doubt is re- 


elections, when, it being found impracticable to de- 
cide with positive certainty who was duly elected, 
the seat has been declared vacant, and so remained 
until after a new election. No longer ago than the 
last Congress, the State of Mississippi was without 
a Representative for nearly an entire session, in 
consequence of a decision declaring the seats va- 
The case under cons‘deration is a very unu- 
con- 


sual one, and there is not, in the annals of our 5 
he 


! tested elections, one precisely parallel to it. . 


i!l case of Letcher and Moore, in the Twenty-ibird 
H 


| Congress, approaches nearer to it, in ail its fea- 
tures, than any other, 
rectly in point as to the course pursued by the 
committee. Mr. Moore claimed a seat on imper- 
fect credentials; Mr. Letcher upon the majority of 
votes, as indicated on the poll books. Neither of 
these gentlemen was admitied to a seat in the or- 
ganization of the House, and the subject was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Elections. The 


majority 


and affords a precedent di- | 


of votes upon which Letcher claimed a ; 


seat was clear and undisputed, acknowledged in — 


the first paragraph of the report of the cominiitee; 


and yet, instead of being admitted to his seat as ` 


' soon as that fact was ascertained, the committee 


passed a resolution postponing the trial, and allow- 
ing time to obtain additional testimony to try the 
election on its merits. [Mr. C. here read from a 


' volume on contes‘ed elections.] Thus we see that 


notwithstanding Mr. Letcher claimed distinctly on 
the ground of an acknowledged majority of votes, 
the committee, instead of recommending that he be 
admitted to a seat, thought it incumtent upon them 
to investigate the ballot boxes. The ‘sult of the 
trial was unfortunate. It terminated not in ad- 


, S.) ‘| mitting either gentleman, bat in declaring the seat 
magnitude of thisinjustice—injastice that cannot be | 


moved as to whether they were duly elected. Bet- . 


ter it is that the voice of the peop'e of any particu- 
Jar part of this Union should, be silent fur a short 


time in this hall, than that it should be falsely re- ;i 


flected by those who are not their chosen Repre- 
senta'ives. 

Upon the principle here advanced, and which 
may appear to be somewhat startling, this House 
hes, except in its organization, invariably acted. 


"sideration. 


| 
| 


vacant, and sending the election back to the 
: pecpte. 

l Mr. C. said it would he uncandid in him not to 
| acknowledge that he felt some apprehension of a 
, similar result in the present case; and this conside- 
ration had much weight with him as to the expe- 
diency of the postponement of this case for addi- 
tional testimeny. 

That the people of New Jersey had made an 
election substantially in conformity with Jaw, he 
had po doubt; and no honorable man, no patriot, 
no Jerseyman of proper principles, wonld endeavor 
to set that election aside. The people of that S ate 
| had exercised one} uf their highest prerogatives in 
. making the election; and, if either set of claim- 

ants, for selfish, base, or unworthy purposes, would 

stifle the voice of that people, fairly expresst d, they 
must be regarded as traitors to the Constitution— 
. az enemies to the liberties of the people—as recre- 
ant to the principles of honor. Conduct so base 
: eould not fail to be unmasked; and they who, for 
selfish purposes, would attempt it, must sink 


abashed and confounded under the indignant scora - 


of that people whore liberties they would have 
violated, and whose rights they would have 
sacrificed. He had heard it suggested that such 
an aitempt might be made; but he believed it no’; 
for surely gentlemen s-lecte1 as candidat s by the 
rival parties of that gallant old State, as individuals 
to represent the national councils, cannot 
contemplate a design so flagrant—so contemptible. 
Tne blocd of the Revolution, so freely shed upon 
her battle fields, would rise in judgment against 
such a prostitution on the part of those who have 
been selected, not as the instruments to teardown, 
but as the pillars to uphold, their institutions, for 
which that blood was shed. But even if sach an 
attempt is made, its accomplishment is rendered 
difficult, if not impossible, from the following con- 
It is well known that parties in that 
Siate are thoroughly organized—so much so, that 
itis known to what party almost every individual 
, belonzs; and for one, I repudia'e the idea that the 
| mere fact of proving an illegal vote, should be al- 
lowed to operate in favor of the party to which the 
individual giving it belongs. In other words, the 
mere proving that an illegal voter voted, must 
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leave a presumption that he voted for the party to 
which he belongs. However much, in some re- 
spects, an overweening devotion to party is tote 
deprecated, the spirit of party has, in many re- 
spects, a beneficial tendency; and among them is, 
that it excites watchfulne-s, and acts as a guard 
against attempted frauds, should such be attempted, 
in the investigation of an election. 

He had heard it stated as an objection, that the 
procrastination of this trial on the part of the Com. 
mittee of Elect’ons, would be, indeed, that it was 
used for party purposes. He was ata loss to dis- 
cover how it could thus he used. But to avoid the 
pessibilily of such a result, so far as he was ecn- 
cerned, he would take it upon himself to say, that 
there was evidence before the corimittee, received 
by itas competent, though its suificiency has not 
yet been passed upon, showing that the Governor: 
credentials were based ou imperfect returns, and 
ihat the gentlemen who claim, in opposition to 
theie credentials, received a majority of the votes 
polled. If the committee had supposed that 
its duties were limited to the mere act of cor 
recting the return, or to the adding up of votes 


| polled, and reporting who had received a maj rity, 


wihout inquiring into ilegaliues or irregularities, 
that duty ight have been performed, perhaps, iu 
a single day. But thatthis was not the inte: tion 
of the House, he thought was manifest from the 
following consideration, to which he would call 
the attention of gentlemen generally, and partien- 
larly the attention of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, who had offered this amendment. It ix this: 
simultaneously with the reference of the papers on 
this subject, there was referred, by the House to 
the committee a mass cf depositions impeaching 
the validity of the election held at certain townships, 
and the legality of numerous votes that had been ve- 
ceived, Will any gentleman say that it was net 
the duty of the committee to have examined thee 
depositions, thus referred, previcus to making their 
report? The very act of looking into these deposi- 
tions impeaching the legality of votes, was in itsel 
the commencement of an investigation into the ballot 
bores. And would it not have been a perfect 
mockery to have made a partial, and stopped short 
of a thorough, investigation? The very reterence of 
depositions impeaching the legality of votes, pro- 
duced a necessity of examina‘'ion before reporting, 
and was equal to an express order from the House 
that the ballot boxis should be investig ated. 

But it may be said that the parties should have 
bean ready for trial. This, he edmitied, was a 
strong argument, and in most cases where due no- 
lice of contest had been given, would be regarded 
by him as conclusive. But tbis was a very unusual 
case. Neither party admit that they ar> the con- 
testors; and all know that neither were the s.tting 
members. This was an obstacle to timely prepa- 
ration; and the gentleman who asked an extension 
of time for the precurement of additional testimo- 
ny, alleged that it was not practicable for them to 
be prepared when this case was taken up. 
Taking this circumstance in connection with 
the fact that there is no regulation on the part of 
Congress for taking testimony in contested elec- 
tions, and that there was no law in New Jersey al 
that time applicable to this case, the committee de- 
termined to postpone the decision of the question 
of ultimate right until a day certain; the parties 
employing the interval in the pre,aration of their 
testimony, and the committee expre-sly reserving 
the right ta report the facts, with its opinion thereon, 
whenever it might judge it expedient to do so. 

An investigation into the ballot-box was at all 
times an unpleasant and ungratefnl tesk; and he 
was not surprised that high spirited gentlemen 
should object to traversing the country to search out 
illegal votes. But the importance of preserving 
purity in elections overrides all private conside- 
rations. The ballot-box lies at the founda- 
tion of our institutions. Preserve it pure, and 
you preserve the Government itre!f. Do not suffer 
the pure spirit of American liberty which is 
breathed thoughout the ballot to be contaminated 
by an amalgamation with foreign principles. Do 
not allow those who do not acknowledge our ips i- 
tutions, but who owe their aliegiance to other Go- 
vernments, to corrupt the sources of our own laws 


Jan. 1840. . 
26rn Cone».eelsrT BESS. 


atthe very foundation. He did not wish to te 
understood as making any allusion to either of the 
parties in the present case; for although but one of 
these parties had, to the best of his recollection, 
made allegations of illegal votes, yet in this, as in 
most other cases 0 
not improbable that illegal votes have been re- 
ceived for both. f 

He could exumerate many evils attendant 


on the investigation of the ballot bor, espe- i 


cially when the ballot is by secret voting; 
but all these objections sink into insignificance, 
when compared with the high and permanent im- 
portance of preserving our elections pure. 

He would here merely allade to a circumstance 
that had taken place previons to the reference of 
this case, as ind cative of the sense of the House 
at that time, as to what should be the course of the 
commitiee. To the resolution proposing the re- 
ference, there was an amendment offered, instruct 
ing the committee, in substance, tomake a repor 
as to who should occupy seats until the election 
was decided on its merits. The mover of the reso- 
Jution distinctly refused to accept the amendment 
asa modification. The House did not adopt it, 
and the resolution passed in comprehensive terms, 
instructing the committee to inquire and report 
who were “entitled to occupy, as members of this 
House, the five contested seats.” 

Observing by the c'ock that the time had almost 
expired, allowed by the rales for the consideration 
of reports from committees, he would not detain 
the House longer than to express his thanks for 
the attention with which he had been heard, and to 
express his conviction that they whose claims are 
founded in justice, have but little to apprehend 
from a thorough iovestigation into this subject, but 
will ultimately take their seats in thishall the un- 
anget Representatives of the freemen of their 

tate. 


SPEECH OF MR. DAVIS, ; 


OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
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being under consideration, and the Senate having e 

determination not to adjourn without taking the 

upon the final passage of the bill— 

Mr. DAVISsaid: Irise, Mr. President, with great reluctance 
at this late hour to address the Senate, fatigued as it is with an 
uausally loug sessiun, and exhausted by the debate; but, painful 
as it is, I must entreat their indulgeace while I make a brief re- 
ply to the new doctrines which have been new, for the first 
time, published here, and come to us through channels that 
leave no doubt oftheir being the doctrines of the Administra: 
tion. ‘hey involve and have drawn into this debate great and 
momentous considerations, affecting the most cherished inte- 
reais of the people I represent,%as well as of nearly the whole 
country. With the exception of a few incidental remarks 


f highly excited election, it is | t 
‘| jug, m substance, it was sound, and equal tothat of any nation 
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dit system. He lodges the guilt on the shoulders of the banks 

alone. It is neither just nor fair to hold them alone responsible. 
and I will make it manifest by showing that they were seduced 
into their errors by the Administration. 

Before the late President (Jackson) seized the public money 
and took it into his own custody, in 1933, there was no com: 
plaint about the currency; all the people know this, for all, even 
the President himselfin one of his messages, united in declar- 


on earth. There wasno complaint, no inconvenience, no em- 
barrassment, from this source, in doing business; but content- 
ment and satisfaction every where. About this there could be 
no mistake, nor will any one here attempt to refute the well 
known facts. 

But from that act of the President, which was the first move- 
ment to reform the currency, to this day, there has been what 
the Senator is pleased to call “expansion, contraction, and ex- 
plosio 1,” in rapid and fearful succession; crisis upon c1 isis, 
preasuve upon pressure, panic upon panic, have succeeded, 
till we have reached a state of suspicion and alarm that has de- 
ranged and almost suspehded business. The storm in its fury 
has swept over the country, once and again uprooting the 
stateliest and firmest trees, and leaving in its track a dreary, 
desolate waste. Its marks are too deeply engraven, too dis- 
tinct, too well defined to leave any thing uncertain—any thing 
equivocal. Itfell upon us with such withering energy as to 
leave no doubt when, where, and how it began. 

Gentlemen may tax their ingenuity, they may task their in- 
ventions, to discover other causes of distress—they may belabor 
an | hold up to scorn and execration the banks as Jong as they 
please—they cannot change the facts, for they cannot obliterate 
history. Things were well, and every body knows it, till 1833. 
Then began the bank reform by the removal of the deposites— 
and then began the rapid series of “expansion, contraction, 
and explosion” —then followed crisis after crisis—then came 
the derangement of exchanges, and then the embarrassments 
which have overwhelmed the country—then came, too, the 
nine hundred banks of which the Senator speaks, though he 
has probably swelled the number beyond historical truth. 

The Senator admits, what cannot be denied, that the Admi- 
nistration proposed and earried into effect the State bank depo- 
site system. It was in this place and by them that State banks 
were taken into favor, petted, and boastingly held out to the 
country as affording a bewer and safer currency. Into them 


made by me a day or twu ago, no one from the North and Bast - 
has addressed you during this discussion; and as sume partof | 


she debate has been pointed in its character, and directed w me 
Pareoually, as if the positions assumed were incapable of refu- 
ation, I feel urged by an irresistible sense of duty—nay, I can- 
nat reconcile mysel! to forbear from making some reply. 

The Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. WALKER,} with his usual 
acknowledged ability, aud the distinguished Senator froin Penn- 
sylvauia, (Mr. Bucuanan,] following in his track, have ad- 
vanced the propositions that the embarrassinents and distress 


with which the country has been grievously afflicted forseveral | 


years past, and which now paralyze all its energies, are impu- 
table to the pernicious iuflueuce uf bank paper; that this bill 
contains the necessary correc.ive, as it will check importations 
of foreign goods, suppress what they call the credit system, and, 
by restoring a specie curreucy, reduce the wages ot the labor- 
er, once the value of property. k 
This is the character given to the measure by its friends; and, 
alarming as the ductrines are, I am gratified that they are 
frankly avowed. {have been anucipated, to a considerable ex- 
teut, by the Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Henpgexson.] In 
what [have to say, I shall, however, confine myself chiefly to 
te speech of the Senator from Pennsylvania, who has gone 
more im detail into the subject, for we all acknowledge his 
ability on this fluor, aud his capacity tu do ample justice to the 
subjects which he discusses. 
I do not propose to follow him through a very large portion 
of his elabo.ate argument to prove that Executive power has 
. of late been shunued, instead of being sought after, or that the 

present aud the old Bank of the United States are identical, and 
both National Banks. Enough has been said on these points. 
He has, however, asserted that we have abandoned all the ai- 
guments which we have before used against the Sub-Treasury, 
because the progress of events has proved them unsound. Not 
80; far from it. With others, I entered into that debate, which 
ia befure the public, and the arguments unrefuted stand as firm 
as ever; but it would he a profitless task to reiterate them 
here; and this is the reasun why they are passed over in the 
discussion, 

Bui, sir, I will not dwell upon any of these matters, but go to 
that in hand. Tie Senator says we labor under distressing em- 
barrassmeuts, and so we do; no. one will have the hardihood to 
deny it, for al] the country in sorrow bears testimony to it. We 
have, It jis true, seen an occasional gleam of light, butit has 
keen soon obscured, and we have heen shrouded ina gloomy 
_ uncertainty. He says, further, that the cause isexcessive issues 
of bank paper, speculation, and a bloated <I use his words) cre- 


was the revenue put in enormous sums, and they were directed 
to ‘ew freely upon it by the President for the accommodation 
of the people, and it was his pride and pleasure to make known 
| to ustat the public money was thus employed, instead of being 


vaults and safes, Mr. President. 
The Senator admits that this was the policy of the Aminis- 
tration, and that the disastrous consequences predicted by the 
Opposition have been verified. He might have gone further; 
_ „for it is truth equally undeniable, that this policy sowed the 
seed of nearty or quite one-half uf the whole number of banks 
—between eight and nine hundred—and of more than one- 
half of the capita}; that it was the parent of the paper “ex- 
pent, contraction, and explosion,” of which he has spo- 

en in terms of just severity; that it is alike the parent of the 
bloated credit system which he affirms has made us all gam- 
blers; and that the mad speculation which raged over the coun- 
try, aud has furnished the theme for declamation and denuncia- 
tion in these halls for three years past, was begotten by it. 
Such are the facts; and on the projectors of this policy let the 
responsibility rest. We had had no “expansions, contractions, 
or explosions,” tor a long period, that did not fairly belong to 
the vibrations of trade; none that excited alarm, or seriously 
disturbed public confidence, till we came to this reforming poli- 
cy; but since then the public mind has scarcely been tranquil- 
lizx-d. In 1834 came the first fell swoop, which overturned 
and bankrupted thousands; and it originated here. Iu 35-6 
came the great era of bank-making and trading upon the 


as neatly as Í remember, which threw the country into a fever- 


adjustment. There was a rage for fortune-making and fortune- 
hunting such as had never been witnessed, and which nothing 


| A i $ 
‘| butthis pelicy was capable of generating. The Senator might į 


and ought tó have limited the bloated credit system that made 
us all, as he affirms, gamblers, to this period, and left the 
offspring to stand beside its parent as a proof of the disasters 
of this policy, and of the fulfilment of the predictions of the 
Opposition; for go together they must, and live together they 
willin history; and no sephistry, no ingenuity can ever sepa- 
ratethew. While the Senator adinite this pelicy tu heleng ex- 
clusively to the Administration, and to have heen strenuously 
opposed by ua, andits melancholy consequences predicted, he 
now repudiates it a3 erroneous, and we must allow to him and 
his friends whatever credit belongs to an abandonment of it 
; after ithad literally exploded, and the mischief was accom- 
plished. But, sir, he and they must be reminded that I could, 
if I would, read from the messages of the President, and from 
thesuccessive reports of the Secretary of the Treasury, lan- 


policy, boasting that the currency was on a better fouting than 
ever, that the exchanges were peu improved, and that, too, 
at the very moment when the bloated credit was most ex- 
panded, and speculation was the most rife and rank. Such was 
the delusion that the madness which had seized multitudes was 
trumpeted forth as evidence of success and general pros- 

erity. The Senator clearly reasons from false premises when 
he makes the banks the origin of our embarrassments, for 
they were only instruments in the hands of those who pro- 
jected the measures that have made them what they are. 

But the Senator goes further, aud traces the evils of banks 
aad bank paper into England, and alleges, without qualification, 


is here; and I am not about to make an issue upon that point, 
for I must hurry on to other matters. He makes an inference, 


however, waich I must notice. He says that to this circum- 
stance alone we owe our ability to manufacture goods. 
Eng 
wou 
of wages, and, consequently, 
cannot send forth her goods 
or 80 cheap as they are mad 
wages are lower. And do we owe our success to this folly 7 
Do we stand on such a slippery basis, having no foothold but 
upon an error .of policy, stupidly persisted in? Tdesire to be 
informed how the hard-money countries, as they are called— 
Italy, Spain, Holland, France, and Germany—for they have all 


the price of production, that she 
so cheap as she otherwise could, 


| locked up; a striking commentary upon the present plan of 


ii 


ish excitement, and even firm, well-balanced minds out of their 


that from this cause business there is as badly paralyzed as it | 


If | 
land was a hatd-money country, our mills and hammers : 
Id all be silent; but the paper system so raises the price © 


e in hard-money countries, where ` 
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public money, then accumulated to sixty or seventy milliuns, ‘| 


guage of exultation, triumphing in the entire success of the ~ 


OBE. 
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been put into that class, though not with strict historical accure- 
cy—stand the,cothpetition of England, with her bloated credits? 
Yes, how, sir, do they figute in the competition? Who has 
supplied our markets and the markets of the world? Ifme- 
tallic currency makes production cheaper—if it gives vantage 

round to a country in the general round of trade, how is it 
that these nations have not long since run England out of our 
market with their cheaper goods? How is it that we draw an- 
nually from England twofold more of imports than from all 
the residue of Europe? Why is it that they, especially France, 
shut their porte against most kinds of English goods, to pro- 
tect their own manufactures? Why is the same policy pur- 
sued elsewhere? In these countries the hard money scheme 
has had a long, full, and faithful trial, and we know the re- 
sult. England, without any advantages over them in our ports, 
has overwhelmed them with her competition; and so it is 
wherever trade is open to her upon a footing of equality with 
them. 

ls it not, Mr. President, a surprising fact that the Senators 
who have spoken upon this subject have selected the two 
most free, most commercial nations—nations which, by their 
extraordinary enterprise and their unsurpassed knowledge of 
business, have carried their trade to the remotest parta of the 
earth, and excelled all others in the accumulation of wealth, 
and the enjoyments it brings with it—nations highly civi- 
lize, and standing among the most enlightened in the globe-— 
as the examples of unwise, imprudent, and vicious govern- 

ent—so destitute of the first principles of political economy 

t waste the products of their labor through the unseen and 
ncomprehensible influence of bank paper? 

There is no denying that they have outrun all others in 
prosperity while in the use of this paper, and yet, according to 
the theory of the Senator, they have all the time labored un- 
der a most oppressive policy, bloating wages and property, 
while it has been the happy lot of other countries to live un: 
der the auspicious influence of hard money. Spain, Italy, 
France, Holland, Germany, on the other hand, have become 
pattern nations, distinguished for their wisdom, and also for 
the happy condition of their laborers, who, doubtless, failing 
to realize their condition, escape, whenever they can, to this 
country or sume other part of this continent. 

But, sir, I must leave this topic and go to another. The 
Senator assures us that this paper brings with it this alarm- 
ing attribute—as it expands and contracts, so property and 
wages rise and fall; thus making it the vital principle of the 
body politic, giving to it pulsation. In speaking of paper, I 
once and for all, wish always to be understood as mesning the 
parer of sound specie-paying banks, redeemable at sight, un- 
lese 1 otherwise specify. Is this a sound axiom of the : 
tor? Is bank paper the sole or chief regulator of the value of 
wages and property? If eo, whenever there is a common cur» 
rency there should be a uniform price. Let us see how the 
position is sustained in the United States, where, in all parts 
of the country, we have banks. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Hinpgrson] stated that the services of au ordi- 
nary laborer, which would cost fifteen dollars in his part of the 
country, he had ascertained could be had at Pittsburg for a 
quaiter, or less, of that sum, and in New England, as J un: 
derstood him, for about half. Every body knows the vast dif- 
ference in the expense of living hetween Boston and New 
Orleans, and between New York and any remote country town. 
But how is it with hard money countries? Expenses of all 
sorts are unquestionably fourfold greater in Havana than in 
Florence; and I might go on multiplyin examples, for it is 
much more difficult to find two places that correspond than 
two that are at variance. Does it not not follow that currency, 
while it undoubtedly has an influence, isnot even the princi al 
cause of this diversity? 

Rut, sir, I cannot dwell on this. The Senator contended, by 
an ingenious argument, that a reduction of wages would be be- 
neficial to the laborer, because property would necessarily 
fall in the same ratio, and, in the fervor of debate, addressin 
New England through me, he appeals to her to embrace this al- 
ternative as a resource to rescue her manufactures from the ruin- 
which lays in prospect. Embrace what, Mr. Mr. President? 
How will a corresponding fall of wages and property, aid the 
laborer? How is his condition to be improved by itt The 
most that can be said is, that his relative condition is unchanged. 
Butcan he embrace the degraded condition of by far the larger 
class of laborers in England and lreland, where the alms-houses 
are filled with paupers, and those who support themselves 
strugsle for life? Can he descend a grade lower, to hard mo- 
ney ftaly, where, as the authority read by the Senator from 
Maryland (Mr. Merriox} will prove, but T will not stop to read 
it, Wages are three pence a day? Is tt an invitation to abandon 
the physical, moral, and intellectual comforts and enjoyments 
which ‘surround the mdustrious man here, and descend to:the 
deplorable condition of those who fly from their country to 
ws as a place of refuge for the poor, the naked, and ‘the 
hunery? . = 

But ait, as Thave more to say of this ina more apptopriats 
connection, I ehall paes it for the present, with a smgit re- 
mark—if such are the advantages of other countries, why 
do the poor emigrate hither, and why do not our citizens émi- 
grate thither? ) , i 

I will new notice the effects upon the public policy which 
are imputed to this bill. We have always been to d that it was 
a emple preposition to divorce the Government from the 
banks, so as to enable it to hold its own money, and, therefore, 
harmless in its character, as it would affect nothing else. 

But, sir, the Senator from Penneylvania, while he declares 
that he is not for an exclusive hard money currency, or, In 
other ‘words, is not hostile to well regulated State banks, if 
they can be well regulated, as he expresses himself, argues 
that this bill will diminish importations, suppress credit, and 
stop speculation, by modifying the currency s0 far as to work 
out these extraordinary ends. , 

Iam by no means satisfied that it is capable of producing all 
these consequences, but, as such a power is imputed to lief 
its warmest friends, and those who are in the councils and - 
dence of the Adminiéttation, who bring it forward, pt 
doubt bring it forward with thie-view an expectation, he it 
in this reply, confine myself to the pasition assumed. | 1 have 
will do the country no good, I have never doubted: ai influence 
never allowed myealf to baleye. ar s can-exert 
upon its affairs which is aser . 7 i 

If it will diminish importations in the right Tay, 5o far M 
has my most hearty concurrence, for they OF” false policy, not 
jurious exces This aga tra pposes, even as a prinei- 
imputable to paper, as- 4 A A ` 
par, cause, ee canes of encouraging foreign labor inmead of 
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our own; of stimulating this trade uuder the persuasion that it 
is more beneficial to the country than to strengthen and foster 
ourown indastry, until it has reached a point of injurious ex- 
cess, suspending our laborers from employment and taking 
from them their bread. We buy more than we sell, leaving a 
balance of many miltions now due to Europe, which is to be 
pail out of the resources of the people; and it is time to retrace 
our steps. The President, who has been a promoter of this policy, 
complains in his message of this excess as a serious evil, and 
I rejoice at ut; but he fails te indicate the remedy. He talks vague- 
ly o! economy, but is silent upon our great interests of the North 
and East. We must, sir, stand by our own laborers,and not suffer 
them to be overwhelmed by this process, and then appeal te 
them to lower their wages. Our duty ia plain, and we must 
pursue it with manly firmness. The workshops of Europe 
must not be allowed to supersede ours. This is the remedy. 
But the bill will suppress credit—suppress bloated credit ! 
What, eit, is credit? One would think it some new invention 
to defraud the public, by the manner ta which it is spoken of ; 
but it is coexistent with business, and wherever there is or 
has been business, there credit has always existed, and has 
been and wiil be abused to a greater or lesseatent. Icannot 
comprehend how commerce or trade can be carried on success- 
fully without it! Abolish credit, and fer what? Because the 
false policy of the administration in 1885-36 stimulated it to 
exceas! Because, hke the freedom of speech and of the press, 
n may be abused! I know of ne other penod against which 
any general and just charge can be brought. What would be 
the condition of the country if men were denied credit! No- 
thing more deplurable. The young man bern to no inheritance 
now goes into the world with his character tor honesty aud in- 
tegnty; this is his great and only resource, and by the faith 
placed in this he commands the funds necessary to go forward 
m business. And, Mr. President, it is one of the glorious cha- 
racteristics of four institutions that this path is open to his en- 
terprise, and the way to wealth, as well asto honor and fame, 
is clear of obstructions for the most obscure and humble indi- 
vidual. Shall we deny to such the only chance they have of 
success? Shall we trample on them, and grind them to dust 
with the iron heelof power? No, sir, | will espouse no such 
anti-Republican doctrines. {1 will vote fur no law that declares 
to the poor that they shall remain in hopeless poverty, and to the 
rich that they alone shall have the enjoy mentof property. 

But speculation is to be put down. If the Senator means by 
speculation, unwise and hazardous traffic, it has always ex- 
isted, and always will exist, where enterprise exists, unless he 
can uproot the desire in the human mind forthe sudden acqui- 
sition of wealth. He might as well undertake to stop the emo- 
tions and passions of the human heart. The only way to make 
men prudent and sagacious in business—and it is very desira- 
ble they should be ao—is to make them see fat enough into the 
future to avoid ruinous hazards; but the rash, who often have 
a passion for wealth, will indulge illusive hopes and make tu- 
nous bargains, unless the Senator can enlarge their under- 
standings and increase their sagacity. 

There is but one process by which credit and speculation 
can be suppressed, and that is, by denying the means and fac- 
lities of business, not to speculators alone, but to all; and that 
is exactly what the argument of the Senator tends to. He pro- 

to diminish the circulation, declaring that there is an in- 
flation, when we are crippled down by the scarcity of m-ney. 
He would diminish toa vast extent the resources and ability of 
lenders, when the public is in despair for want of circulation. 
He assumes that diminishing the currency will diminish wages 
and the value of property, and so it may be; but the first great 
and abiding result will be a diminution of business. His theory 
abolishes credit, and leaves nothing but a reduced eurrency to 
do business wiih, and no one can deny that a reduction of busi- 
ness must follow. Is the country prepared for this? Do we 
grow too fast? Is our enterprise too great? Do we lator too 
much? Have we too much to eat, drink, or wear? Are our com- 
forts and enjoyments so multiplied that a sound policy requires 
they should be curtailed? What response will the people give 
to these inguiries? Let him who is willing to be pared down 
first stand forth and proclaim it. Wages are to be diminished 
by curtailing the demand for them; for thatis the effect of re- 
ducing business. 

The Senator, in his argument, seemed to forget that the evils 
of a contracting and contracted currency bear as oppressively 
upon the public, and more so, than those of expansion. The 
difference is this: in expansion, the weight of toas falhis on the 
creditor portion—in contraction, upon the deb‘or portion: but 
in either case itisa grievous calamity. He cannot reduce the 
currency below what is necessary, without even more suffer- 
ing than arises from tvo much. 

The Senator from Missiesippi {Mr. WALKER] goes for the 
abolition of paper. The quantity of specie in the country is 
not supposed to exceed anout $50,000,009; the President put it 
at $35,000,000. This he argues would insure a great reduction 
of wages and of the value of property, which he insists will be 
beneficial. The Senator from Missouri (Mr. BENTON] is also 
for meta] alone; and these gentlemen have bestowed the highest 
encomiums upon the policy of the hard money conntries. The 
latter is enchanted with the fact that the Hollanders have grown 
rich and become great lenders of money, while we are borrow- 
ete; and Į will solive for him this enigma upon his own princi- 
plea. He ypu it togold, and infers that we should be len- 
ders if we had a metallic currency oniy. Who, Mr. President, 
are the lenders of Holland? Those individuals who have 
amassed millions who at one ume owned most of this city, and 
who can buy up empirea with their boundless wealth, having 
profited by a state of things which made the privileged few 
rich, whilethe many are jeft poor—while the laborer, as I can 
prove, gets but his 3t and 4d. a day. This is the last policy 
we desire; the last that would be in harmony with the genius of 
our people or in unison with their true interests. It is diffusive 
wealth that we desire; agenerai prosperity among all; proper: 
ty scattered every where, attainable by all that deserve it; and 
thus invigorating a successful business, in which all may par- 
ticipate, instead of amassing it in the pockets of a few. We are 
borrowers; be it so. It is better, infinitely better, to burrow, 
and thus diffuse capital to excite industry and enterprise, than 
to amass it in heaps and become lenders to nations, with a na- 

tion of paupers at home. 

But, sir, Í fear I have dwelt too long on these matters, and 
will hasten to notice that for which I chiefly rose. Much has 
been said of labor, and what is it?) I may say, without offence, 
itis a commodity bonght and sold like merchandise in the mar- 
ket. A man has hisskilland service to sell to whomsoever 
will buy them; and his anxious desire is to obtain the most libe- 


yal remuneration. The Senator says the value of itis regu. 
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lated by bank paper. Not so, Mr. President, not so; but chefly 
by the amount in market, and the demand which exists for 11: 
currency may, however, at times, have its influence. If the 
supply is great and the demand small, then wages are necessa- 
rily low; but if thesupply be small and demand great, they are 
high. When business is flourishing, the demand is urgent, and 
wages rise; when it is depressed, the demand diminishes, and 
wages fall. Hence, too, in countries densely populated, the 
supply is necessarily gieater, in proportion to the business, than 
in countries thinly peopled. Thus we see why wages ina 
great country, new and full of resources, like ours, are in quick 
demand, while in China, where there isa vast surplus popula- 
tion, the market is overstocked, and they are low. Hence, 
too, itis, that insuch conditions of society we always find the 
greatest poverty, suffering, and degradation. Bank paper 
ia obviously not thesole or chief cause which fixes the value of 
wages. 

Rut, sir, let us pursue this subjecta little further, as it is ca- 
pable of further illustration. 

There are three great classes of lahorers: those who pro- 
duce from the earth are agriculturists; those who convert 
the products of the earth into useful forms are manufacturers; 
and those who are engaged in transporting and exchanging 
the products of the her classes, are commercial. These 
great divisions of mankind are founded on vo law but that of 
civilized, social existence. In our country at least, each and 
every person may pursue any or all kinds of business. But 
experience teaches us the necessity of those divisions, for 
wool, cotton, and flax are of little value till tunned into cloth, 
but the farmer would find it dificult to run a millto make 
cloths, or to build and vail a ship to take his produce to market. 
From this division, tea, come eur markeis. We must have 
food and clothing, and we must obtain thein by an exchange of 
the products of labor, but we cannot exchange a horse ora 
watch for a joint of meat, or for a pair of shoes; such property 
must first be broken into parts, and this is the peculiar office 
and almostthe only use of money. It measures the value of 
property, and brings it into a form suited to our convenience. 
This is the relation which it beara to business, and no other; 
and while | admit its great importanc’, I deny that it lies at 
the foundation, and is the great regulator of the affairs of men, 
as seems here to be supposed. The friends of this bill, I knew, 
aszume that we have an inflation, and that money rules, guides, 
and regulates business; when, m truth, the inquiries ought to 
be, first, how much is necessary as a circulating medium, that 
we may know whether these is anexcess; and, second, does pa 
per necessarily create an expansion, or unnecessary enlarge. 
ment of the currency, that we may judge whether it ought to be 
abandoned. These matters, which are assumed, are precisely 
what ought to be proved. The Senators assume as evident 
truth what is not apparent. They affirm that paper becomes 
redundant, excessive, inflated. Butthey do not attempt to esta- 
blish the fact by any proof. Since the first of January, 183S, 
our circulation has not much exceeded one hundred millions; it 
may, at some periods, have reached one hundred and twenty, 
inclusive of metal and paper. Is this excessive? Has it reached 
a point above the urgent necessities of business for two years 
past? If ithas, how much isenough? Some days ago I put 
this inquiry distinctly to the Senate, and it remains, and will re- 
main, unanswered. If it can be proved that we have too much, 
it is not difficult to ascertain, with sufficient exactness, what 


amount is necessary. I desire Senators to make known the pro- . 
cess by which they arrive at their conclusions in so vitally an | 


important matter. 
is no evil but expansion to fear, while nothing is more certain 
than that too small acirculating medium works out as great, if 
not greater, injuries, than one too large. 

We have heaid much declamation about bloated credit, 
gambling and speculation, but if the existence of all these were 
established at thismoment by unquestionable proof, it would 
have litle tendency to establish the fact of excessive circula- 
tion, for they have no necessary connection, buteach may exist 
independent of the other. 

Will the Senator maintain the proposition that paper cannot 
and has not circulated without inflation or excessive credits in 
trade generally? I go further, and ask him if excess is any 
thing more than an occasional occurrence, growing out of mar- 
kets quickened into activity by events rather casual than per- 
manent? Is there any excess of paper in the usual: course of 
business from sound banks who redeem and are able to redeem 
their paper at sight, dollar for dollar, in metal? Jt is not easy 
to see how excess ever exists under such circumstances. I can 
go to-day into any bank in Boston or New York, and draw out 
a dolar with the same arnount of paper, and that dollar is as 


lar there. The paper, then, is clearly worth as much as the 
silver, for it buysit. If the paper of banks is maintained at 
this value, and so redeemed at all times, it is not easy to com- 
prehend how itis inflated, or that more isin circulation than is 
needed for use. The idea of inflation presupposes some un- 


soundness. All money, metallic as well as paper. does and ` 


wili fluctuate in value, and, if this be inflation, then gold and 
silver isno more exempt trom itthan paper. It is by no means 
easy to determine which fluctuates oftentimes—money or pro- 
perty. Cotton is forty dollars a bale to-day, to-morrow it is 
thirty-fivey and next day forty-five; it does not follow that the 
cotton alone has fluctuated, or that it has fluctuated at all; for 
goldand silver may be so abundant as to depress the value of 
property, or so scarce as to raise it. It.is every day’s occur- 


| Tence to find gold and silver fluctuating in value, commanding 


at one time a premium, and then none; .nay, under some cir- 
cumstances, falling telow good paper. No matter what we 
have for currency, there will be fluctuations in its value greatly 
affecting trade, asa circulating medium of uniform amount can- 
not be mainta’ned any mare than you can limit business to an 
exact amount. 

Tis ali proves what seems not to be well understood, or 
Senators would reaason differently—that there is but one way 
to determine how much circulation is necessary. Itis impos- 
sible to ascertain how much money may be necessary for each 
member of the Senate for the current year, and. it 1a equally 
impossible to anticipate the wants-of the great public. The 
question is left, therefore, to be settled by the lawe of trade, as 
all other matters of business. We learn how much flour and 


corn are required annually by the demand for them. Justeo ; 


we learn how much money is required to carry forward busi- 
ness, by the ability of men to buy it. So much ts necessary, be 
the amount great or small; and, in a growing country, it would 


| be just as wise to limit the amount of produce as the amount of 


monetary capital. Surely nothing can be more absurd than to 
attempt to determine the amount, without reference to the ex- 


` geod, and will buy as much, in France or Germany ag any dal- j 


They seem to take it for granted that there | 


` me that its friends do. 


igencies of the country—tosay that eighty millions, or any other 
arbitrary amount, is enough. There is no advantage to be 
gained by lowering the value of property, unless the same 
amount of labor, or the same amount of property, enables ug 
to obtain more of the necessaries of life. This fact should 
therefore, be first clearly established, for the process is necessa. 
rily attended with great sacrifices. The Senator from Pennsy|. 
vania seems te understand that reducing the circulation will fe- 
duce property and wages in thesame atio. Ifit does, in what. 
is our condition bettered, even if we could reconcile debtors to 
it, who would be ruined? [feseems to believe that our relations 
in foreign trade will be improved, but Fsball show him hiser- 
ror, and that he ought to arrive atexactly the opposite conclu- 
sion, for his theory, if carried into execution, would inflict upon 
the laborer as weli as the owner of property the most injur.ous 
and oppressive consequences. He solemnly affirms, and L give 
him all credit for sincerity, that he believes a reduction in wages 
and property would be heneticial. Let ussee. 

Suppose that wages and property will be reduced one-half 
by the bill—that is, if wages are now a dollar a day, they will 
be halla dollar; and if beef and mutton are now eight cents a 
pound, they will be four; aul so of all the productions of the 
United States, and of all property created here. Upon this 
state of facts, as things are, the laborer would have, at the ex. 
Piration ef twenty days’ labor, twenty dollars to provide sup- 
pres for himselfand family. Asx they will be, he will have ten 
dollars, Now, sir, be n remembered that we buy and sell in 
foreign markets by thety standard uf currency, and that lower- 
ing wages and property here is to have no efect there, accord: 
Ing to the reasoning ofthe Senator, as their currency must re. 
gulate the price ot their wages and products; but cotton is to 
sel], and goods are to be houeht, as if no change had taken place, 
Goods, therefore, will come into this country no eheaper. Jf 
then, the laborer goes Into the market with his money, as his 
wages are, he will have twenty dollars to expetid in tea, coffee, 
sugar, and the thousand necessaries which come from foreign 
countries; but if he goes into it as they will be—ten dollara, un- 
der the operation of the new theory—it is plain, therefore, that 
with the same amount of Jabor, he can purchase but half ag 
much foreign merchandise; in other words, it will in effect be 
doubled’in price, while it is apparently the same. 

But the Senator did not stop here, for he alleged that, wile 
the laborer would be m a better condition, the exporter of 
produce—that is, cotton, &c.—would derive a greater profit, 
the measure of which would be the amount of reduction of 
wages and of property, as he would thus be able to produce so 
much cheaper. To make myecli understood, I will proceed 
with the same supposition that wages and property are to be 
reduced one-half. Then his theory 1s, that the cotton-plarter, 
for example, would produce his crop at half the present chet, 
by the saving in labor and the cupport of it, and consequently 
derive double profit. That he would produce cheaper is uu- 
deniably true; and if he should eell for the same price he now 
does, and bring home specie, he would realize donble profits, 
provided his laborers are supported wholly on the products 
of the United States. This, however, is not the course of trade 
orof business. But from whence would the profits come? 
Not from foreign countries, for no change is to occur there, but 
from the pockets of every consumer of foreign goods in this 
country, for the change is wholly in the wages and produce cf 
our own country. The idea is, that, if wages and property 
sink together one half, the relative positions of the laborer and 
the owner of property are the same, for the laborer can pur- 
chase as much with one half the money, and the same amount 
ef property will purchase as much labor as before. But the 
laborer will, at the end of any given period, have but half as 
much money, and thesame amount of property will be worth 
but half as much; consequently, all the surplus gains of the 
farmer, mechanic, manufacturer, and laborer, will be but half 
what they now are, m nominalamount. If property in foreign 
countries should descend in the same ratio, the most that could 
be said of our condition is, that it is no worse, for it is obvious- 
ly no better. But if we descend while they remain stationary, 
and a profitis thence gained to the exporter, nothing is plainer 
than that such profit 1s drawn from the consumer of foreign 
merchandise, as it will take twice as much of our labor or pro- 
ducts te buy it as is now required. lf the theory establishes 
the fact that the exporter is to reap double profits for cotton, it 
establishes, beyond controversy, the fact also that that profit 
will be a tax upon every man that consumes a foreign article, 
and that it will be wholly drawn from their pockets. 
The Senator has led himself into an error by supposing that 
foreizn productions are to come to us cheaper, while our ex- 
ports are to keep up where they are. He thinks the importer 
sellsina marketinflated by paper, and realizes an extraordi- 
nary profit. But he must perceive that the low and depressed 
state of the working classes in Europe is proof enough that no 
excessive profit is ubtained here upon goods—none thit can 
bear essential reduction: and that while raw cottun maintains 
is price, foreign goods must also maintain theirs. In the great 
competition of trade, this idea of excessive profit to the im- 
porter is fallacious; and asthe notion of a reduction is founded 
On it, that is aleo fallacious. : 

To follow out the case I have supposed: The income ofevery 
man, except the exporter, is to be reduced one-half inthe value 
of wages and property, while all foreign merchandise will cost 
the sarne, which will obviously, in effect, double the price, as it 
will take twice the amount of labor, or twice the amount of the 
producis of labor, to purchase it. 

Ido not ascribe this power to the bill, but it is enough for 

à What response will the farmers, me- 
chanics, manufacturers, and laborers make to such a flagitious 
propesition? Can they be reconciled to such a measure of op- 
pression? one that extorts from them the fruits of theirfindur- 
try to professedly enrich the planter who now enjoys a prospe- 
rity unequalled inthe restof the country? No, sir, such plans 
of sectional aggrandizement, and such a disregard of the inte- 
rests of the greatest and inost powerful class of people in the 
country,can only excite their diegust and indignation. Thus,sir, I 
have traced the benefits of this bill,ifit have any.as interpreted by 
its friends, to the rich and powerful. I have, if I mistake not, de- 
monstrated that they are tobe made richer by a tax upon their 
less forinnate, but more industrious and more necessitous fel- 
lew.citizens—a tax that they never can and never will submit 
to, so long as their power can be felt through the ballot-box- 

But, sir, this is not all. While we are thus to have intolera- 
ble burdens loaded upon us, to add to the weight of our embar- 
rassments, and to increase our sufferings; and while the debtor 
portion of the public are to be crushed and ground to dust be- 
tween the upper and nether millstone of this process, the man 
of money is not only to escape unharmed, but to have his pr's 


Feb. 1840. 
96ru CONG... IST SESS. 


Pension Bill— Mr. Holleman. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


159 
H. of Repsi 


perty doubled. He who holds cash, or its equivalent in notes, 
bonds, or stocks, will be able to buy double the amount of pro- 
rty with it, and will therefore have its value doubled on his 
ands; for, while wages and property are to go down, money is 
togo up in the same ratio. 5 7 
Tf the friends of the bill have given to ita true construction, 
it isa bill of privileges to the rich, but a scourge to all others: 
What is the debtor portion of the public? Is it so insignifi- 
cant asto be disregarded? Sir, I will venture to assert that the 
amount of existing indebtedness in any commercial country is 
nearly, if not quite, equal to the value of all property in that 
country, whether it be rich or poor, prosperous or unprospe- 
rous, and you cannot change, to the extent gentlemen have sup- 
the relation of debtor and creditor, or thus diminish the 
resources of the debtors without a crash, a waste, and desola- 
tion such as has never been experienced. Suppose a man has 


. purchased $10,000 worth of property at present prices, and 


given his bond for it; you reduce its value one-half, and it is 
worth $5,000. How is it possible that, with resources thus re- 
duced, most debtors can ever pay? 


But, sir, you cannot maintain a state of things such as has | - 


been supposed. You may embarrass and distress us as you 
have done, but this bill will, in the end, work out no such ad- 
vantages as are anticipated tor the planters, Thetheory con- 
tains in Itself a principle that will defeat the end in view. Go 
on, sir, if you please, andso legislate as to bring to the cotton 
planters the extraordinary profits anticipated, at the expense 
of the other branches of industry; how long will it be before 
that pursuit will be overloaded with competitors, till the 
market wil! be inundated with cotton, and its price fall just in 
the ratio you have stimulated its productions?) Down it will— 
down it must, by the laws of trade, come to a level with the fall 
of other productions. And what will be gained by the whole 
process? Nothing; absolutely nothing, except that it will take 
more of our labor and more of our productions to buy foreign 
merchandise; our gain will turn literally into a loss. This is 
capable, I think, of demonstration, if it does not already suffi- 
ciently appear; but I have no time to enlarge, interesting and 


- all important as the subject is. 


-soup made of millet, cak 


What motive can we have, sir, to reduce wages and the va- | 


lie of property? When did the sun ever shine upon a labor- 
ing people so blessed as those of our country have been? 
Where have they ever been able by industry to feed, clothe 
and educate themselves so well? The history of the world 
proves nothing more certainly—nothing with clearer demon- 
stration, than that where wages are lowest there is the great- 


meat.” In o:hers, “wheaten bread, soup made with vegetables, 
and a little grease or Jard twice a day, potatoes, or other vege- 
tables, but seldom butcher’s meat.” 

Sweden.—“The daily wages of a skilled agriculturist are 7d. 
or 8d.; while the unskilled ob ain no more than 3d. or 4d. and 
board themselves. Agriculturists in the southern provinces live 
upon salt fish and potatoes: in the northern provinces, porridge 
and rye bread form their food.” 

Bavaria.—“Laborers are paid at the rate of 8d. per day in 
the country,” without board. 

Belgium.—‘“A skilled artisan may earn in summer Is. 2d. to 
Is. 5d.; in winter, from 10d. to 1s. 2d.; unskilled half as much, 
without board, live upon rye bread, potatoes, and milk.” Agii- 
cultural laborers have less. 

Germany.—Dantzig laborers 


. to 7d. per day, without 
board; Mulhburg, 7d. per day, do. 
board 


43d i 
$ Holstein, 7d. per day, without 


Netherlands.—South Holland laborers, 3d. to 4d. per day, 
with board; North Holland, 20d. per day, without board; 
Antwerp, 3d. per day, do.; West Flanders, 96s. to 104s. per 
year, with board. : 

Htaly.—Trieste laborers 12d. per day without board; do. 6d. 
per day with board; Istria, 8d. to 10d. per day without board; do. 
4d. to 5d. per day with board; Lumbardy, 4d. to 8d. per day do; 
Genoa, 5d. to 8d. per day do. and without lodgings; Tuscany, 6d. 
per day without either. As 

Saxony.—“In t837 a man employed in his own loom work- 
ing very diligenily from Monday moming to Saturday night, 
f-om 5 o’clock in the morning until dusk, and even at times with 
a lamp, his wife assisting him in finishing and taking him the 
work, could not possibly earn more than 20 groschen [about 60 
cents] per week. Nor could one who had three children aged 
12 years and upwards, all working at the loom as well as him- 
self, with his wife employed doing up the work, earn in the 
whole more than $1 weekly.” 


| Navigation.—Between us and England this is placed upon 
: a footing of equality; all advantage to our navigators being abro- 
| gated. Ifany interest can bear direct competition, this is the 
; one, Butlet us see the result as set down by Mr. Porter. “In 
1821,” says this writer, “the proportion of British vessels which 
entered the portsofthe United States was 7 1-5 per cent. com- 
pared with the American tonnage employed inthe foreign trade 
of the United States; while, in 1835, that proportion was in- 
creased to 39 percent. The actual numbers ineach of the years 
from 182] to 1835 have been as follows: 


est poverty and suffering; there the condition of the laborer ' 


18 most forlorn and wretched; there is the least moral and in- . | 


tellectual culture; and there our race is sunk into the depthe 
of political degradation, incapable of raising itself to that lofty 
elevation attained by a free enlightened people, capable of 
governing their own affairs. It tends to the opposite of every 
thing dearest to us, for the descent will carry with it not only 
wages, but all the high qualities which fit us to be what we 
are—free and indepen‘ent. This is a sufficient answer to all 
taat can be said upon the subject. 

Such is the remedy for the disease which afflicts our coun- 
try; and while its advocates shadow forth its evils far beyond 


` any conception of mine, if the bill be carried into effect, as bas 


ben proposed here, I must confess that I see in it nothing to 
s.othe or relieve the public—nothing to restore confidence, 
which is the great and desirable end—nothing to avert future 
panics—nothing to stop this scramble after the gold and sil- 
ver going on between us and other countries—nothing that 
has healing power enough to revive and maintain prosperity. 

But, sir, much as remains to be said, 1 must draw to a close, 
as my object was merely ta notice some leading rema: ks of 
Senators, which have developed the new and extraordinary 
doctrines of this Administration 
the rights of the great mass of the people, who acquire their 
support by labor, and whose interests, as jaying at the basis of 
all prosperity, I have at all times and on all fitting occasions es- 
poused and maintained with whatever of ability Í possess. In 
thie, sir, I have taken great and sincere satisfaction, believing it 
to be the great end of our free Government, and the only sure 
means of sustaining it. In the name and in behalf of that 
grean powerful, and enlightened class of my fellow-citizens of 

assachusetts, whom I have the honor to represent, I enter my 
solemn protest against the doctrines here advanced; and if my 
voice could reach them in their dwellings, their shops, and on 
the decks of their vessels, 1 would exhort them not to be de- 
luded by false theories leading them on to ruin, but to rouse up 
their energies, and, at tbe balflot-box, manifest their indignation 
at all attempts to oppress them by diminishing their business 
and taxing their labor to enrich others. I would entreat them 


- Not to sit still and be made such as they see the distressed and 


impoverished laborers of Europe and Asia. 


en NOTES. 

The statistics referred to inthe remarks of Mr. Davis ate 
contafoed iu Porter’s Progress of Nations, and Wade’s His- 
tory ofthe Middle and Working Classes, two recent and respec- 
table authorities, relying for the correctness of the facts con- 
tained in the following extracts chiefly upon the statictics col- 
lected by the British Government. ` 

These developmenis show the farmer andall other working 
men the condition of the working classes in Europe, and upon 
what limited means they subeist. It is this class of men with 
whom hoy are torun the race of cheap production, and conse- 
quently of coarse and wretched existence; for the same causes 
which reduce them to hopeless penury will produce like re- 
sults here. Ifa few pencea day will not support men there, 
it will fail to doithere. The imelligent working man of the 
United States wili pause hefore he precipitates himself into such 
irretrievable «retchedness to cheapen the products of labor. 
He will inquire whether it tends to elevate or depress his race; 
whether the Privileges and hopes ofa freeman are utterly delu- 
phe and end in retracing his stepsto the degraded condition 
ed roe we all believed we had escaped. In his descent 
him thee Present commanding position, he may well carry with 
alin There nections, sit down in despair, and spurn ali the daz- 
A E nsise ti self-government as illusory, if they leave him 
i rath on the humble diet, and tograpple with the suffer- 

eon the ae desolate portion of mankind. 
with arda y gece. Calais common laborers 74 per day, 
dor Neon a without dwelling; Boulogne, 5d. per day, do. 
ling; Marseille a day, without board, and without dwel- 
dweiti Th 8, nie to 7d. per day, with board, and without 

ng. e food in some districts “consists in tye bread, 
es made of Indian corn, now and then 
Vegetables, rarely, if ever, butcher's 


some salt provisions and 


T was anxious to vindicate | 


| 


i 
| 
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The British increase is 860 per cent.; the American 77 per 
cent.” This is the result of treaties and conventions called re- 


ciprocal. f 


PENSION BILL AND PENSION AGENTS. 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIV#S. 
Faipay, February 7, 1840. 5 


The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Un'on, (Mr. Lincein of 
! Massachusettsin the Chair,) avd took up the bill 
| making appropriations for the payment of certain 
Revolutionary and other pensioners of the United 
States. -o 

Mr. R. GARLAND rose to reply to what Mr. 
Smith of Maine had said, and proceeded to read 
| the names of several of the pension agents, together 
with the amounts of money in their hands, as stated 
in a printed official return from the ‘Department; 
among them were General Johhn P. Van Ness, of 
| Washington; Isaac Hill, of New Hampshire; 
| Mr. Brockenbrough, of Richmond, Virginia; and 
George W. Jores, of Wisconsin. He repeated 
the question he had put, in the House, to the chair- 
man of the Commilttse of Waysand Means, viz. 
whether the pension agents had not the morey ap- 
propriated by this bill already, in fact, in their 
hands, and whether such was notthe practice of the 
Government? 


Mr. JONES said that he thought he had already 
fully explained on that subject. He was not pre- 


British. American. British. „American. 
Year Tons Tons. Year. Tona Tons 
| 1821 55.188 765,088 1829 36,237 872.919 
i 1822 70,669 787,661 1830 87,231 967.227 
| 1823 89553 775,271 1631 215.887 922 952 
i 1824 67,351 850,033 1932 288,841 949,622 
H 1825 63036 880.754 1633 383467 1144 
1826 69,295 42,206 1834 453.495 1074.670 
1827 99114 918 361 1835 529,922 1,352,653 
| 1828 104,1¢7 808,36) 
t 
| 


tice of the Government in this respect bad been, be- 
cause he was not in possession of the requisite in- 
formation; but he presumed tkat when provision 
was made to meet the payment of pensions, it was 
done in time to have the funds required at the 
several] points where they were tobe disbursed. 
He then went into the details ofthe estimates on 
which the present bill was founded. 

Mr. BANKS, of Virginia, took the floor for the 
purpose of explaining in relation to Dr. Brocken- 
broagh, of Richmond, whose name had been re- 
ferred toby Mr. Gartanp. Mr. B. had fno mere 
to do with the investigation cr pajmeat of the 
claims of Revolutionary pensioners than the gen- 


tleman from Louisiana. His ‘was a merely minis- 
terial agency; in strict fulfilment of law. Mr. B. 


parcd tos ate positively or exactly whit tke prac- . 


`|» fore, free of cost to the Government. 


concluded by moving that the committee rise, and 
report the bill to the House. 

Mr. MARVIN of New York addressed the 
House at some length on the evils of the existing 
mode of compensating pension agents, by an ad- 
vance to them of public money before it was need- 
ed, that the use of it might be a remuneration for 
their services. Mr. M. referred to a debate on ths 
same subject at a former session, and to the posi- 
tions he had at that time assumed, and the returns 
which had been called for from the Department. 
The tctal amount of pensions annually paid being 
four millions, not less than two millions of it came 
into the hands of disbursing agents six months be- 
fore it was needed. The pretext for this had been 
that these agents received no salary or pay of any 
kind; but so badly did the sysiem work, that the 
Commissioner of Pensions had been continually 
applying to Congress for an alteration of the Jaw, 
and the allowance to these officers of a fixed sala- 
ry. He adverted to the honest exposure made by 
the late lamented Mr. McKim, of Baltimore; and 


: to the fact that a certain agent in the State of New 


York, disbursed $400,000 annually, and had in his 
hands $200,U00 for months at a time, sometimes 
four or five months, before it had to be expended. 
xo notorious was the use of these funds by the 
agents holding. them, that a letter had been pub- 
lished from one of them, who received less of these 
advances than he thought himself entitled to ex- 
pect, actually complaining openly of that fact, and 
reminding the Department that the use of the money 
was the only compensation pension agents received 
for the duties they performed. Mr. M. never con- 
tended that these -public officers should not be paid 
for their services; but so long as the law stood as it 
now did, it ought to be enforced, and not evaded. 
There was an express statute, passed in 1836, 
which provided that they sbould serve wilhout 
compensation. The bill, as introduced, made pro- 
vision for paying them; but,as it was urged that 
the United States Bank had done the very same 
duty free of charge, that c'ause was stricken out, 
and the duly required still to be performed, as be- 
The present 
practice was, wrong, and oughtto be condemned 
by the pecple’s Representatives. When this 
House passed laws, all Executive officers were 
bound to execute them according to their true in- 
tent and meaning, and not to seek modes of evad- 
ing them. 

Mr. M. went on to show that the practice of the 
agents as socn as the money in their hands under 
one head of pension was expended, though they 
m‘ght be full-handed under other heads, was im- 
mediately to write to the Department for more 
funds. By this means an agent had been known 
to keep $200,000 in bis hands nearly the whole 
yearround. The money was worth six per cent.; 
so that such an agent was in the receipt of little 
lees than $12,000 a year—nearly one half the sala- 
rv of the President of the United States! Was 
this righ? A draft could go from Washington to 
Albany, where this man resided, in t®a days at 


_farthest: why must the money be sent him four, 


five, or six months beforehand? : 

Mr. HOLLEMAN said that, if the gentlemen 
who opposed the bill and complained of the present 
mode of remuneraling pension agents had offered 
avy amendments, or proposed any remedy, what 
they said would be more to the point. But, after 
all, what would it amount to? Did the Govern- 
ment lose any thing by the present arrangement? 

Mr. GarLanD. Yes; the use of the money. 

Mr. H. The money would bein the Treasury. 

Mr. Marvin. Had not we to issue Treasury 
no'es and pay an interest on them of six per cent.? 
Was this losing nothing? {Cries of “order !”] 

Mr. H. said that the Treasury notes had been 
resrrted to because of a temporary pressure on the 
Tr:asury—money must be paid, and there was 
nothing in the Treasury to meet the demand. But 
as to this advance to the disbursing agents, where 
‘was the difference to the Government whether the 


“money lay in the hands of those who collected, or 


ou? The money was 
hands of the one as of 
that one set of 
and another 


of those who were to pay it 
as liable to be used in the 
the other. All the difference was, 
agents would gain by it in one case, 
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set in the other. The Government made nothing, 
and it lost nothing, by the present arrangement. 
Nay: there were some advantages attending it. 
It prevented a vast accumulation of money which 
would otherwise take place in the city of New 
York; now it was dispersed through the country. 
In the cities, gentlemen charged that it was used 
for bribery: besides, it was a positive gain to the 
Government, to the whole amount of the salaries 
which must otherwise be paid to these officers. 
Mr. H. however did not approve of the present 
plan; he would prefer some other mode. But if 
gentlemen complained, why did not they move an 
amendment instead of embarrassing the passage of 
this bill? 

Mr. REED of Massachusetts agreed with gen- 
tlemen whe had preceded him, in the opinion that 
the present mode of compensating pension agents 
was a bad one, and ought to be reformed. In 
practice, however, he supposed it would, just now, 
make little difference, for he presumed the Admi- 
nistration would soon come to the House and com- 
plain that they had no money. But still this was 
a proper occasion to explain the conduct of the 
Administration. Under the pretext of giving these 
agents no compensation, they paid them ten times 
as much as any salary they could receive by law. 
Very large sums of the public money were pur- 
posely left in their hands, and it was not to be ex- 
pected that they would not use 1t. He was for 
paying these officers directly; then the people would 
know what it was they were paying; bui now it 
was all secret. He hoped an amendment would 
be proposed, restraining the Government from 


making these premature advances of public money | 


under the pretence of get'ing ready to pay pensions, 
He never would put it in the power of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to allow one man a salary of 
ten thousand dollars, and another of five, and 
another of two, just at his sovereign pleasure. 
Every body knew that if these men put their mo- 
ney in any bank, with a certainty that it would not 
be called for for four or five months to come, 
they could get four or five per cent. interest on it. 
Mr. PETRIKIN said that this debate reminded 
him of the old proverb, “Much ery and little 
wool.” The Opposition gentlemen were eternally 
harping on economy in little matters, but when 
matters of importance were brought forward, they 
always shoved themselves beture the wheels, and 
prevented, if they could, the House from doing 
any thing. What was the secret of their objection 
to these agents? They wanted the business thrown 
into the hands of their beloved banks, who held in 
their hands thousands upon thousands of the pub- 
lic money, without paying either principal or inte- 
* rest. A'i this was well. Noharm in this. But, 
when individuals held a few thousand dollars for 
a little while, what a tremendous shou'ing they 
raised! ‘The House had heard nothing of all this 
uproar when the United States Bank was the dis- 
bursing agent of the Government, and held mil- 
lions and ,millions of the public money. Com- 
plaint wés made because these agents did not take 
money from one head of pension and apply it to 
another, But they dare not. The law would not 
let them. Did gentlemen suppose they could gull 
_the people with all this noise? The people, 
he could tell them, had too much sense to be 
gulled in this way. But there was another mat- 
ter he would call these gentlemen’s attention to. 
It was to the perquisites they themselves received, 
over and above their eight dollars a day. Mr. 
P. to be sure; shared with the re.t, but he did it 
openly; be did not approve the allowances, but, at 
avy rate, he took them openly, and above board. 
He did not skulk away in the dark, and cry “thief! 
thief!” while he was doing the same himself. He 
was for giving these Government agents a fixed 
salary; but let it be remembered that they had ten 
times the responsibility which members of Congress 
had, yet they could get eight dollars per diem, and 
a goed deal more in perquisites, and take it all 
very quietly. He hoped gentlemen were not going 
to object against this bill; he hoped they would let 
_ the poor old soldiers get their money. The tanks 
did the very same thing that was now charged on 
those pension agents. Mr. P. had often gone to 
them to get the pension money for some poor old 


head of pension was out. 
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fellow, and been told that all the money under that 
What! because a man 
was a Democrat, must he work for nothing? It 
was very hard times. But the people were not sv 
gullible as gentlemen seem to think. ‘They could 
see through all this fuss about saving. Still he 
thought it would be better to give them salaries at 
once. As for himself, if he had all the money they 
got, he could make no use of il; it would be idle in 
his chest; 
if they could, why, he supposed they would. [A 


augh ] 
Mr. CRAIG made some remarks, at the conclu- 


sion of which he proposed an amendment, (handed : 


to him for that purpose by Mr. R. GaRLAND,) pro- 
viding that no money appropriated should be 
placed in the hands of pension agents more than 
one month before the time for the payment of the 
said pensions. 


but there might be o hers who could, and | 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Feb. 1840. 
aioe one 


{ whenever it was necessary for Government to 


employ agents, there ought to be an explicit agree- 
ment as to the compensation to be allowed them 
e that the peop'e might always know what it was 
they were paying. The gentleman fiom Vir. 
ginia talked about the Bank of the United States as 
an exception to this rule; it was no exception. The 
Bank and the Government made an express bar- 
gain, in wh ch the Bank paid a heavy bonus open- 
ly and explicitly for the use of the public money, 
besides agreeing to do all the duties of a Teceiving 
and disbursing agent free of cost. The party aim 
was plain and explicit, and every body could un- 
derstand it. But what bonus did these agents pay? 


' or what written bargain did they enter into? There 


© seemed to be a tacit understanding that they were 


To this amendment Mr. UNDERWOOD pro- y 


posed an amendment, providing for an allowance 


to the pension agents of a certain per centage on , 
bat limiting the total . 


the money disbursed by them, 


amount to be received for such services by each of | 


said agents in one year to $1,500; and prohibiting 
any agent from using or loaning the public money 
entrusted to his hands, under penalty of imprison- 
ment for not less than one nor more than five 


ears. 
i Mr. CRAIG of Virginia said that his object in 
rising had been to congratulate the boncrable gen- 
teman from Massachuset's [Mr. Reen] on the 
change of opinion which bad happened to that gen- 
tleman, respecting the best mode of paying the of- 
ficers of Government. 

[Mr. Reep. I have not chang:d my opinion at 
all. It is now just what it has aways been.] 

Mr. CRAIG resumed. I state, nevertheless, 
that the gentleman's opinion has undergone a radi- 
cal change, and he himself is the witness to it, and 
that directly, not indirectly. How Jorg has the 
gent'eman held his present opinion? I will ask 
him what was the mode of compensation when the 
Bank of the United States was the general receiving 
and disbursing agent of the Government? What 
was the gentleman’s opinion then? ~ Aud what 
will it be if sach a bank should again go into ope- 
ration? If the gent’eman complains so much on 
finding that a few thousands of dollars be here and 
there in the hands of disbursing agents, what will 
he say when we substitute for them a bank having 
in its hands the whole funds of the Government, on 
which to issue bills and earn discounts? Does not 
such an institution fleece the community to the 


amount of millions? Surely; the matter is as plain | 


as the sun at noonday. And is not this paying our 
agents indirectly? If we may pay a bank in this 
manner, why may we not pay an individual? Is it 


not hard that the banks should work for nothing | 
| from what source he derived his authority for say- 
' ing that the Legislature of Pennsylvania had re- 


and find themselves?) We must, therefore, give 
them the pubtic funds and the public credit, and 


the consequence is, they fleece the community. 
This they have been doing, and this they will do, . 


so long as they are permitted to strech their arms 
around the whole community, and squeeze till they 
have pressed out all the blood from every pore. 
But these remarks will be more pertinent when 
we come to discuss the Sub-Treasury bill. I shall 
then be delighted if the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Marvin,] will come up to the mark. If 
he will then lend us his aid in throwing guards 
round about the public agents, T, for one, will give 
him the right hand of fellowship. For ages past, 
in all our reasoning on the banking system, we 
have inverted the pyramid of logical induction and 
tried to make it stand on its apex. We have al- 
ways been reasoning backwards. Confidence was 
to be the bas‘s, and banking was to follow; whereas 
the proper mode would bave been, first, to show 
that the banks were worthy of trust, and then let 
confidence follow. Will confidence purchase us 
beefsteaks and pancake? Yes, confidence is pro- 


duce money, and then money will buy the beef- l 
steak. That seems to be the p'an of some gentle- | 


men. 

(Mr. Reep here rose to explain. The gentle- 
man from Virginia, he said, had totally misunder- 
stood him. He had changed no opinion, nor ex- 
pressed any change; his doctrine was this, that 


; [Mr. 
' Peraimn,] for he believed him fully able to vindi- 


to have the use of some portion of the public mo- 
ney for some time betore it had to be paid out— 
bul how long or how much, was left altogether dis- 
cret onary with the Secretary, and that officer 


` could make a man’s compensation ten thousand 


dollars a year, or one thousand, at his pleasure. 
The thing had been dene, and the practice could 
neither be denied nor justified. | 

Mr. CRAIG said that he did not deny himself 
to be the subject to party influence; he was in some 
respects 4 party man, but it was because he be- 
lieved that the party with which he acted was 
founded: and built up on the maxim that no party 
could long exist whose policy was not based on the 
principles of right; as soon as they shifted their 
ground, no matter how numerous or how strong 
they might be, they must ultimately fail. 

Mr. C. after some further remarks, submitted 


' (in behalt of Mr. R. Ganzanp) the following 


amendment: 
“Be it further enacted, ‘That no money appro- 


| priated by this act shall be placed in the hands of 


pension agents more than one month before the 
day for the semi-annual payment of pensions.” 
Mr. STANLY made some remarks, in the 
course of which he spoke of the refusal of the Le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania to take away bank 
charters, or compel them fo resume specie pay- 
ments. Mr. S. alluded, also, to the proceedings 
which took place on the last night of the last long 
session of Congress, when the Sergeant-at-arms 
had been despatched to the railroad cars to bring 
back certain departing members, who refused to 
return. Ainong the number was the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Perrrxin) who had spoken 
in a previous part of the debate, and to a portion 


i of who-e remarks Mr. S. replied. 


Mr. BEATTY said he did not rise to reply to 
the remarks of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
Sranuy,] in relation to his colleague, [ Mz. 


cate himself from any aspersions; but he got up 
for the purpose of inquiring of that gentleman 


fused to compel the banks to resume specie pay- 
ments. 
Mr. STANLY replied, from the public journals. 
Mr. BEATTY was understood to recommen 


| the gentleman from North Carolina to have Letter 


authority before he made such statements. Every 
Democratic member had voted in favor of the bill 
providing for the resumption of specie payments 
on the 15th of February, and every Whig in the 
House voted against it. The journals ef the Le- 


| gislature would show further, that when the bill 


went to the Senate it was referred, in the usual 
way, to the Committee on Banks. He desired to 
contradict the broad statement that the Democracy 
cf Pennsylvania refused to meet the responsibility 
of that measure. He denied it. 

Mr. B. was understood further to say that he 
was presentat the night session referred 10, and 
that he had offered a resolution in rela'ion to those 
members who refused to come back from the=rail- 
road cars. 

Mr. SERGEANT thea rese and addressed the 
House atcome length, though heard at times by 
the Reporter very indistinctly. He said that what 
he considered the great evil in the present state 
(system he could not call it) of the management 
of this part of the monetary cencerns of the United 
States was the fault in the general management. 
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The fault was not so much in tze payment of pen- 
sions cr of any other panicular fund, as in the 
utter want of system and of accountability accord- 
ing to law. And here he would take occasion to 
ask the attention of the committee to this business, 
according to his recollections. If he should be in 


error as to avy particular, he would be glad that |; 


n ntleman should set him right. There was a 
Gc acd the whole moneys of the United States 
were uuder the immediate protection and cus'ody 
of the law of the United Sta'es. There was a pe- 
riod from the yesr 1816, to the year 1833, or 1834, 
when the whole moneys of the United States were 
kept where Congress directed them to be kept. 
Congress made the laws, and Congress, in certam | 
cases, unmade those laws; bat whilst the public ' 
money remained as it was then, it was kept under | 
the authority of law, and subject arall times to 
the am-honity ef both Houses of Congress. This 
had ceased to be the cass in relation to the moneys | 
of the United States. They were no longir so. 
They were placed under the management of the 
Executive, and this greatchange if our m ney 
system had been acecmplished by means to which | 
he would not advert tecause they were now a 
par’, a veiy memorable part, of the his‘ory of the 
country. 

It had been said in the course of the debata that 
the giving to pension agents the advantage of hav- 


a $ ar a ain meena emcee 
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the consequence? That, for al! these purposes, the 
Executive had the se ection of the ageuts; whi reas, 
before that, they were selected by law, under the 
authority of both Houses of Congress—the Repre- 
sentatives of the people to whom the care of the 
public purse had been assigned. ; 
What was the next consequence? That what 
had before teen given by law was distributed by 


| favor. Did people ask for these pension agencizs 
| without a prospect of emolument? No: and from 
i tie period when the management of the public 
: treasure ceased to be thus controlled, up to this 


day, there kad been no system proposed that bore 
the least evidence of a desire ever again to put the 
Treasury of the United States, as it was, under 
the care of the Corgress of the United Stats. All 
these powers were now in the hands of the Execu- 
tive. This was a fatal change in the money at- 
| fairs of the nation, and, in his judgment, the pec- 
| ple of the United Sta'es would never do themselves 
, Jusiice until they should restore the Treasury of the 
| United States to the custody of their Representa- 
| tives in Congress, where it once was. 

' Look at the consequences. No man would say 


|, that there was no advantage derived from being a 
i. payer of pensions, 
i: possession at all times of a sum of money belong- 


What was it? It was the 


. Ing tv the United States; so that if aman were a 


was cnly conferring upon them the advantcges 
which the Bank of the United States former'y had. 
This wasa mistake. Tne Bank of the United 
States had never received any advantage at all 
from the payment of the pen ioners; and, if gen- 
tlemen would look into the history of the matter, 
they would find such to be the fact. The whole 
service of paying the pensions of the United Siates, 
with all the risk and tabor which accompanied it, 
was performed by that institution without compen- 
sation, directly or indirec‘ly. When Congre:s 
chartered the Bank of the United States, certain sti- 
pulations were agreed upon between the Bank and 
he Unied States. On the part of the United 
States it was stipulated that their treasure should be 
deposited in the Bank and its branches until there 
should be some reason to suppose that it was not 
Safe. This was a fact familiar to all. Congress. 
Teserved to itself the power (if it should think pro- 
per to exercise it) of imp sing an additional bur- 
den upon the Biank—that was, of executing the 
duty of commissioner of loans ia any or a'l the 
Sta es, transferring public moneys, &c. without 
commission. By the charter, the Bank was not 
bouna to execute that duty, nevertheless, it did ex- 
ecne it, and without charge. Now what did the 
United States Bank get? Nota dollar, d:rect!y or 
indirectly. S 

[Mr. 8’s voice was here lost for a sentence or 
two. 

He would call the attention of he committee to 
another fact, which, in his judgment, would throw 
light upon this question, and would give it a bear- | 
ing worthy the consideration of Congress. Before 
the removal of the deposites, accoring to his re- 
collection, some one had felt a desire to be ap- 
pointed pension agent in a State where there was a 
branch cf.the United States Bank; and the Secre- 
tary of War, supposing he had the power to order 
military pensions to be paid by any agent he might 
think pr: per, gave the United States Bank an or- 
der (in New Hampshire) to pass over the funds 
and books into the hands of an agent there. „Upon 
looking at the act of Congress, it appeared con- 
clusively that the Secretary of War had no such 
anthori'y, and the thing was abandoned. There 
were individuals and institutions desirous to have 
those pension agencies, Why did they desire them | 
if there was no advantage to be derived? An ex- | 

amination into the history of the mater would | 
show Presently what the advantage was. The 
United States Bank declared itself unable to com- 
ply with the order of the War Depariment above 
alluded to, because it was contrary to law; and, as 
he had ta'd before, the thing was relinquished. 
Well, the United States Bank ceased to be the 
commissioner of loans, it ceased to be the payer of 
pensions, and it ceased to be thé depository of the 
‘public moneys of the United States. What was 


il 


i 
i 
1 


j; Placed in the same relative condition tothe commu- :: 


f 
|i 


i! ployed? 


what sum he might depend upen always having in 


ji his hands. Ithad been avowed by a gentleman 


j on the ethar sice, that this was the compensation 
; forthe services; and thus the pe:sion agents were 


: n.ty as banks, What wasthe advantage of a bank? 
: Its capital. It could lend out its money as an indi- 
vidual could; and, generally speaking, it could do 
no more. A bank also had its depusites. These 
varied from day to day; but, nevertheless, it could 
tell nearly on what it cuuld calculate as its perma- 
nent deposites, and upon those deposites it would 
trade. And if money was placed in this manner 
in the hands of a pension agent, would he not bave 
Sufficient instinct of trade not to keep it unem- 
Could any man fail to see that if such a 
system were to prevail throughout the money af- 
fairs of the United States, the whole Treasury of 
the United States would be placed in the same situ- 
ation, and there would be transferred to these depo- 
Sitaries of the public money ell the advantages 
which the United States Bank is supposed to have 
had, and that, tco, without the equivalent which 
the Bank gave, either in bonus, or its facilities for 
the distribution of funds? What, then, had been 
gained by taking it from one set of men or institu- 
tions, in-order to give it to another? : 

Mr. 8. proceeded to remark on the mode in which 
these matters were in fact managed at the present 

; time, and to show that, under it, no man could tell 

| how much pension agents might receive.- That 

| they received something, was agreed on all sides, 
Did they get it according to the amount they distri- 

! buted? No; but according to the amount they had 

; in their hands. There was great objection to the 

; payment of compensation by unknown measures, 
or to unknown amonn's. 

Mr. 8. alluded to the selection of State banks, or 
persons immediately connected with State banks, 
for the performance of these duties; by reason of 
which, pariicular banks had the advantage of the 
public funds to any amount to which they might be 
awarded to them, He spoke generally—not parti- 
cularly as to the pension fund, though that was a 
part. The consequence was, that inducements 
were Offered to trade upcn the money of the United 
States. Were we not told, and had it not been 
proved, that from the year 1833 and 1834, down 
to this time, too much of this sort of stimulus had 
been employed? That we had gone from a state 
of scund and substantial health into a plethora, 
from which we wece now shrinking away in a 
manner so rapid as to awaken the most serious ap- 
prehensions for the resuli? Had not our affairs 
changed so fearfully as to bring us (as was once 
said in the British House of Commons) within a 
few hours of the state of barter? How had this 
happened? By the State bank system. By over- 
trading with banks—by overtrading in the commu- 
nity, by means of the facilities of the banks, To 


‘| pension agent for a length of time, he would know J 
ing the money of the United States in their hands | 
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some this might appear a small affair. In human 
affairs the greatest concerns of men, considered 
alone, were small. It was the combination of all 
ee small causes that produced at last the great 
result, 

Taere was a radical vice in the system whieh 
never would be removed until Congress should 
again take into its own hanis the selection of the 
depositaries of the public money, and the direct on 


` and control of the public money, without the inter- 


i vention of the Executive or any branch of the Ex- 


ecutive. He felt it to be his dutv on this and on 
all occasions to declare what appeared to him to be 
a great fundamental truth—that, as ri garded the 
Treasury of the country, we were living without 


| law, and that thence evils of the most frighiful 


magnitude followed; asd what evils were yet to 
come from the same cause, it would require more 
than human wisdom to foretell. One s`lemn truth 
was known to all—that, at this very rnoment, the 
country was in deep distress, and was covered with 
the gloom of desp apprehension. He declared 
that there was one great cure—a remedy which had 
never failed—and he appealed to the history of the 
country in proof of his asseriioa—and that was 
for the Government of the United States to take 
into its own hands, under custody of the law—not 
of the Executive, but of both Houses of Congress 
—as it formerly did—its Treasury, and thus have 


_ the regulation of the public funds. Things went 
. well (concluded Mr. S.) when you had: a system 
į of that sort—and when you parted from it, things 
: went ill, and have gone wurse and worse from that 


day to this; unul at last, upon this ma‘ter of pen- 


; sions, no man can tell how much any pension 


agent receives—whether $1,000 or $10,000—nor 
in what way he receives it. 

1 will vote for a remedy for this particular evil. 
It falls far short of my idea of a remedy; still, so 
far as it goes, it is good. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD had seen the operation of 
this pension agency system, and had seen its con- 
sequences. In the S-ate of Kentucky there was 
only one pension agency, and that was located in 
Lexingt-n, some 200 or 300 miles from the lower 
end of the S'ate. He lived (the Reporter under- 
stood Mr. U. to say) some miles further west, be- 
yond Lexington. 

Some years since, in pursuance of a statute 
which they had, he applied to toe Secretary of 
War for the establ.shment ofa pension agency in his 
section of country; and stated to the Secretary that, 
through the instrumentali'y of the banks in Ken- 
tucky, the money of the Government could be dis- 
bursed to the pensioners in that State without cost- 
ing one cent. No agency was established, even on 
these favorable terms; and, from that day to this, 
the pensioners in that section of country were pat 
to a semi-annual expense of two or three dollars to 
obtain the pittance dealt out to them by the Go- 
vernment. Why was this? Let gentlemen look 
at some sections of country, and they would see 
that there were some States which had four, five, 
and even s'x pension agencies, while others had 
but one. ies i 

Look at the history of this pension fund: “R 
ports from committees had been made here, year 
after year, calling upon the Secretary of War to 
establish agencies; he having, by the law as it now 
stands, power to establish an agency any where in 
the United States when the public service required 
it. Why wasallfthis? The reason was plain. By the 
use of the large sums of money furnished to pen- 
sion agents for some years, such a profit was at- 
tendant on its custody as to make the agencies de- 
sirable, and applications had been made for them 
until some States had six, whilst others had but 
one. What was the source of the evil? Phere 
was’ sytem (if system it could be called) by which 
the appointments of these agents was left to the 
discre'ion of the Executive Department of Govern- 
ment, with power to appoint as many as might be 
deemed requisi‘e. Mr. U. here entered into some 
calculations as to the profits derivable from the ue 
of the public moneys thas left in the hands of th: 

ension agents. P . 
j Fhe President of the United Sta'es had de- 
nounced the use of the public money without autho- 
rity as that which ought to be made a felony, «8d 
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=. 
punished as such by law. Now, was it either a 
or a safe policy to tolerate the use of the pub- 
lie money for the purpose of giving profi's to indi- 
viduals?’ Was it not the best plan that could be 
adopted to induce men to become ¢efaulters? 
The principle was one which ought to be 
abandoned, and the sooner it eculd be done 
the better. He was opposed, however, to the 
amendment of the gent'eman from Louisiana, 
[Mr. R. Gartann] These pensicns were paid 
the 4th March and the 4th Sepember. What 
would be the consequence if the amendment pre- 
vailed, which provided that no moneys should be 
placed in the hands of the agents unti! withia a 
month of the time of disbursement? The direct 
and immediate consequence would be, that they 
could no longer use the money soas to make a 
profit, and that they wou'd not accept an Office, re- 
quiring time and labor, but yielding no emolu- 
menis. They wou'd resign, and the pensioners 
might be thus left unpaid. We must, therefore, 
either allow the principle which all gentlemen 
seemed to discountenance, of permitting the agents 
to use the moneys for the purposes of profit, cr 
we mast provide by law some per centage 
on the amount disbursed by way of compensation 
fer the labor. . One of the two modes must be 
adopted. It might be said that there were three 
plans: the first was, to let the agents work for no- 
thing; that would never do. Thesecend wes, to 
allow them to compensate themselves for the use 
of the public money. 
were numerous and manifest; so much so as tu ren- 
der it unnecessary for him to dwell upcn them. 
The third plan was the cne he was about to pro- 


Toe evils of that plan - 


; that was, to allow a per centage on the | 


amount of the disbursements. i 
Mr. U. was anxicus also to avail himself of a 
rinciple which had been recommended by the 
resident of the United States, and wished to test 
the sense of the committee upon it. He desired to 
know how far the probibitory principle in relation 
to the use of the public money by Goveinment 
agents would meet with the sanction of the Repie- 
sentatives of the people. 
Mr. U. then moved the following as an amend-. 
ment to the amendment: l 

Each pension agent shall be allowed as compen- 
sation for his services —— per cent. on the amount 
of money disbarsed by him: Provided, That no 

nsicn agent shall receive as compeasa'ion more 
than 1,500 dollars per annum. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall be unlawful 
for any pension agent to use or apply to his own 
purposes, or to lend to any person or persons, or 
to suffer any person or persons to use, 
any part of the public, morejs placed in his 
hands or subject to his control; and, if any pension 
agent shall violate the foregoing provisions of this 
section, he shall, upon conviction thereof befure 
any court of competent jurisdiction, 
suffer imprisonment for a period of time not less 
than one nor more than five years, at the discretion 
of the jury convicting the offender. 

The biank ia the first part of his amendment, 
Mr. U. said, might be filled up in the House. 

This, he thought, was the best plan that could 
be hit upon for the moment to supply the Joss of 
that great system which had been so justly charac- 
terized by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Sxrrorant,} which was the only safe sysiem, and 
that to which we must return before the financial 
affairs of this countiy could be brought back to 
their form-r sound and healthy conditicn. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON rose and said that 


there was one great error pervading the country, in- 


the estimation formed of those who were at this 
time administering the affairs of the nation. It 
had been thought that they wanted boldness. Never 
had there been a greater mistake. It required 
boldness of the highest character, considering the 
principles upon which this Administration put ıt- 
self before the country, to come here ia the face of 
the world, and endeavor still fur:her to impose on 
the credulity of the country, by offering a proposi- 
tion directly at war with all the principles they 
had professed upon the leading measure of the Ad- 
ministration. 
‘What was the proposition now made? He ap- 


undergo and | 


| policy in 
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pealed to some gentlemen—to some of his col- 
leagues, whom he saw in their seats, and who, he 
knew, were sincere in their opinions as to the Sub- 
Treasury, and he would ask them whether they 
cou'd reconcile their opinions on that subject with 
the vote which they were now called upon to give? 
For popular effect, and he believed mainly, if not 
exclusively, for popular effect, without raising an 
eye to the great interests of the country, an babi- 
tual war has been carried on against the banking 
institations of the country. And what was the 
condition of things in re!ation to the pension fund 
at this time? Banks were not appointed agents. 
Nene but individuals were appointed. But who 
are those individuals? For the most part Cfficers, 
presidents or cashiers of banks, and receiving and 
discharging the trust, no one doubts, not for their 
own, but for the benefit of the banks. 

Why appoint them? Was it that the benefit 
might enure to them, instead of the institutions 
with which they were connected? D.d any body 
believe i? Here was one of those tricks which 
had so much characterized the practice of this Ad- 
ministration, and by which they accomplished their 
favorite chjects without respensibi'ity. In the first 
place, the public money was deposited in the banks 
and what mon? Why, the next branch of the 
subject was that over which an equal clamor had 
been raised—What rght had the banks or indi- 
viduals to the use of the public meney? All said 
that there was no such right, unless the Govern- 
ment could ‘hereby save money cr make a better 
contract for keeping and disbursing its funds. And 
yet, ia the face of this, the public morey had been 
and was deposited with individuals, it is true, in- 
stead of banks—the profits, however, enuring to 
the banks, yet without giving to the public that 
security which the banks would furnish. If the 
money was deposited in banks, the whole stock of 
the banks was hypothecated as security. But how 
was it on the other hand? Could as sufficient secu- 
rity be procured from an individual who was 
needy enough to accept this agency? Or, in any 
event, could a security be procured equal to the 
hypothecation of the whole stock of the banks? 
Yet, still the cry was, the public money is net to 
be used. Oh! no—who had the right to use it? 
No one—neither a bank nor an individual; and yet 
it was openly avowed here, and by one of the 
party of the Administration, that that was the best 
mode of compensation fur there disbursements. 
Give to these agents the use of the public money, 
although it cannot be done by law, that was the 
doctrine; and yet we were told by gentlemen speak- 
ing inbehalf of the Administration, Give this mo- 
ney to the agents that they may use it, instead of 
giving them a fixed salary. 

Now, if the policy here laid down was a just 
relation to the pension fund, why was it 
not just, when applicd to all others? Why should 
a douceur be given to private agents for the dis- 
bursement of this fund, by permission to have the 
money for their own profit, and not be given in 
every other case? If this was the best mode of 
compensation as applied to the pension fund, was 
it not s when applied to the keeping and disbursieg 
of all the public money? 

` What was the great objection to the use of the 
public money? It was, that it was thereby placed 
in jeopardy; bat if it was as safe when used, and 
as promp'ly forthcoming when wanted, and withal 
kept and disbursed withcut expense, what objec- 
tion could there be? And what was there about 
this particular fund, that it should be deposited is 
the hands of individuals, and loaned out by them? 
Why should this fund be put in jeopardy, in danger 
of being lost, whilst all other of the public moneys 
is to be more scrupu'ously guarded? If there was 
one fund that, more than another, “had need the 
guard of dregon watch with unenchanted eye,” it 
was this very fund, applied as it was to the wants, 
and, in many instances, to the necessities, of those 
who gave us all our institutions; and yet we are told 
that the cheapest, best plan, was to give it to pri- 
vate agents, that they might loan it out. Was there 
ever so monstrous a proposition asserted as this, 
considering by whom it is asserted? The President 
of the United States had recommended that it should 
be made felony for any Sub-treasurer or Keeper of 
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the public money fo touch one dollar; and yet, so far 
from making it felony in ‘his case, the agent was told 
that he must use the money, and that this was all 
the compensation which he would receive. Was 
there ever such palpable, impudent inconsistency? 
It was felony to touch any other m neys appro- 
ptiated to pay the public creditors, because the 
money was thereby put in jespardy. But nut only 
was itnot felony in rezard to this the most sacred 
of all the funds of the Government, but the agents 
were atsolutely instructed to make use of the mo. 
ney. And the House had been told by a highly 
respectable gentlemen of the Administration party, 
(Mr. Hotteman,] that this was the cnly compen- 
saticn which the agents were to receive. With 
what grace could the President of the United States 
turn out of office a pension agent for doing that 
which he was instructed to do? 

But what further? It was seen that this money 
was deposited in the hands of agents months in ad- 


vance of the necessity for its payment; and now, 
at atime when the Government was literally living 
frem hand te mouth, when it had not money to 
meet its ordinary expenses, these moneys were 
to be paid out months in advance of the time at 
which they were wanted. In other words, money 
wanted for severe present emergencies could not 
be got, yet money was to be raised and appro- 
priated in advance for the payment of debts not 
yet due. And, in the mean time, what was done 
with the money? It was not even to be locked up 
in the nugatory and foolish manner proposed as to 
other moneys, to meet a debt due in future—to 
provide for the expenditures of the Government— 
but, what makes it worse than foolish and nuga- 
tory, it was thus to be raised, and interest paid 
upon it, that it may be given to agents to be used 
as they might think proper, and for their own 
benefit. At a time when the Government could 
not pay its own debts, it demanded money in ad- 
vance to be let out for private purposes and indivi- 
dual profit, or, what was worse, the profit of banks. 

Nor was this all. How was the money to be 
got? If any one thing was more disingenuous than 
another in the message of the President of the 
United States, it was the covert calls of the Admi- 
nistration for money. What had the Pre.ident 
said in a recent message? He (Mr. T.) took some 
pleasure in the recollection that he had had the 
good fortune first to make an issue with the Presi- 
dent of the United States as to the resources of the 
Government. It had been denied in the official 
organ that he, (Mr. T.) when he had made a direct 
issue with the President upon this point, had only 
said what every one knew, that there would be a 
deficiency in the Treasury. This statement had 
been made directly in the face of that part of the 
message which said that the resources cf the Go- 
vernment for the next year would meet the current 
expenses of the Government without a resort to 
loans or taxes. Every body else knew better. No 
man who valued his reputation would deny it. 
But Mr. T. was willing to attribute the error to 
unintentional inaccuracy, but the Globe tells us 
that it is otherwise. He (Mr. T.) had said on a 
former occasion, that he knew they would be 
coming here before long, cap in hand, asking for 
money; and they would come sooner than was ex- 
pected. And on what pretext have they come? 
Why, of unexpected judicial decisions against. the 
Government. Were not those decisions known! 
Or in any event, might they have not been antici- 
pat d? And now they were told that it would be 
necessary to raive more money. Hoa? Not by 
an increase of taxes, says the President—not by an 
increase of the tariff, which is the only means now 
by which money can be raised. No; that would 
notdo. The tariff regions are to te humbugged 
by a show of increase, while the Southern section 
isto be amused by opposition to it. The same 
game was to be played as was now ging on in re- 
gard to the Cumberland road. The President’s 
friends in the West say that he is in favor of the 
road. The South is told that he is opposed to all 
such works, on constitutional grounds. The tariff 
was not to be raised—still money must be had— 
some other means must be resorted to, says the Presi- 
dent. What other means were there, but to bor- 
row money upon interest, which they would not do, 
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or to resort to the expedient of th? peor spendthrift, 
who gives his no'e when he has speot his money; 
and whilst, with the recklessness and immorality of 
all spendthrifts, they have no expectation of being 
able to meet their nots, aod no provisien made, 
but must give other notes to pay those wh-ch were 
outstandinz, for the sum total of the financial abi- 
nies of our Amer.can Necka is to give his nete. 

The matter, then, stood thus. The President 
wanted money, which was only to be got by bor- 
rowing, or by issuing Treasury net:s, in either of 
which alternatives; interest must be paid. If we 
had the money, it would be wrong thus to appru- 
priate it before the occasicn occurs for which it is 
required, with a view tu its being loaned out by 
individuals for individual profit. But it is infi- 
nitely worse. 

What is the proposition? Why was the House 
asked to act on this bill with such indecent haste? 
Were they not cettirg aside the ordinary business 
of the country, in order that they might make pro- 
vis‘on for the payment of a debt that was not dae, 
by payiag interest on the very money raised. for 
the purpose? What would be thought in private 
life of an individual who thas conducted his af- 
fairs? 

There were thirty or forty agents for the dis- 
bursement of the pension fund. The amount pro- 
posed to be raised is three millions. The average 
time which will be required ıs six menths, giv- 
ing to these agents nealy ninety thousand 
among-t them. Why, sir, it would be just the 
same thing to give them this 90,000 wi:hout 
the complex process of borrowing it to give to 
to them that they may loan it out again.. If he 
(Mr. T.) was not greatly in error on all th’se 
points, and, if he was, let it be shown, this strack 
him as one of the boldest propositions he had yet 
bad occasion to notice. 

Mr. STANLY said the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vazia [Mr. Beatty} had unde:taken to correct him 
in a matter-of fact. The gentleman had said that 
every member of the Democratic party had voted 
in favor of the resumption of specie payments on 
the fifteenth of the month. Mr. S. wished to in- 
quire whether the Democratic Governor of Penn- 
sylvania did nct oppose the measure of resumption 
on the fifteenth, and if he did not get a majonty of 
what he called Democrats, in both branche: of the 
Legislature, to sustain the position he had taken ? 
If so, Mr. S. was right in the assertion he had 
made in the first instance. 

Mr. BEATTY, in reply to th’s interrogatory, re- 
itera'ed the denial of the correctness of the asser- 
tions of Mr. Stanty; and further denied that the 
Goveraor of Pennsylvania opposed the r: sumption 
of specie payments. The only diference between 
the Governor and the members of the Legi-lature, 
was a matter of opinion as to the time proper. to 
exercise the power to compel the banks to resume; 
and he cauld assure the gentleman from North 
Carolina, and his associa‘es, who were chuckling 
so much about the movements of the Governor of 
Pennsylvania, and a supposed breach in the ranks 
of the great Democratic party of that State, that 
their joy on this occasion, like their rejo'cings on 
all former occasions, over victories in embryo, wi'l 
be of short lived duration. They will find, to their 
sad mo; tification and discemfiture, that the Go- 
vernor has not gone over to the enemy or to the 
banks. Mr. B. said he should always feel it his 
duty to repel any reflections of the kind against the 
authorities of the State he in part represented, and 
to the best-of his ability, vindicate them; and he de- 
preeated the practice some gent’emen had of 
intredacing into debates there, matters entirely irre- 
levant to subject before the House, and exelusively 
ofa lccal character. 

Mr. B. said he did vote for the Cumber'and road 


bill at the time referred to, but he would not permit i 


any gentleman there to question his right to vote as 
he thought proper. He was under no party tram- 
mels that wonid compel him to vute for or against 
a measure that he did not think was in itself proper 
at the time. He was. not placed in the situation 
of many other gentieman on that floor. He had 
never yet been driven to the necessity of defining 
hs position there; because it was well known both 
there andat home. He hoped he had given the 


Pension Bill—Mr. Sergeant. 
honorable gentleman fr.m North Carolina all the 
information that was necessary to keep him straigh: 
or within the bounds of propriety, when he a'- 
tempts to cal! into question his votes, or to censure 
the course of the Governor or Legi-lature of Penn- 
sylavania.  Afier which, 

Mr. SERGEANT rise and said he regretted 
that the affairs of the State of Pennsylvania had 
bern referred to at all in this House. No man 
who had looked at the present posture of the af- 
fairs of that S ate could fail to see that she was in 
the midst of a very great crisis, a crisis which 
mizht issue ia much good or in much evil, but one 
atout which there could be no hesitation in admit- 
ting that the uni ed wisdom and patriotism of her 
who’e people ought to be rallied to one deliberate 
and calm effort to carry her through it. And (con- 
tinued Mr. S.) I believe that they will be so. I 
think I s°e the evidence of it m the movements 
which have already taken place, and in those that 
are now going on. I believe that extreme posi- 
tions will not be taken, or, if taken, that they will 
be abandoned for the sake of the public good, when 
those who take them, like the members of the Le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania, shall be convinced they 
have been in error. 

As to the Governor, I have nothing to say. I 
do not know that he has ever taken any position 
adverse to that which he now occupies. In rela- 
tion to him, therefore, [have nothing to say. Bat 
in relation tv the members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of that State, (for I have seen nothing 
yet of the proceedings of the Senate,) in relation to 
them, I say that the course they have jus! adopted 
is in the highest de:ree honorable to ther; 
that’ it is, in my judgment, the best au- 
gury for a wise administration of the af- 
fairs of that State that they have come for- 
ward as they have done; that the light which 
has been thrown upon the subject having con- 
vinced them that they were in some sespects in 
error, they are now proceeding wisely to correct 
tnoce errors, without abandoning any thing whch 
they conceive to be essential. 
that this discussion should have been introduced 
here. Pennsylvania hes a Legislature and an Ex. 
ecutive of her own; and IJ, as a citizen of that 
State, do not feel myself at liberty t» enter here 
upon a discussion of those topics which are to be 
discuss -d there, and in regard to whch, as I said 
byfore, I am happy to see the prospect of a just 
and wis: disposition. My Cesire,as a member of 
the Congress of the United States, would be to let 
them alone—to leave their affairs to their own 
management—'o l. tthe Leg‘s'ature decide, within 
the scope of ther duty, what is due from them to 
the people of the Commonwealth, and to all the 
inter'ss of the people of the Commonwealth, 
in whatevershape they may present themselves. 
I do not know that, in the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania, at th’s time, and on the question now before 
it, there is such a thing as a party line. If 1 un- 
dersiand correctly the debates and proceedings 
there, as I have read them, the discussion there 
has been conducted on the grounds of broad jus- 
tice and Jiberal patiiotism—not on the narrow 
g ound of making or unmaking a President, or of 
making or unmaking a Governor; but ithas been 
directed to the queston of what would or. would 
not contribute to the permanent prosperity and 
h«ppicess of the Commonwealth; and I trust in 
G: d that the Legislature will go on, not mixing up 
with her deliberations any extraneous matters until 
they have arrived at the resuit that w.li best contri- 
bu'e to those ends. That they wiil arrive at such 
a resalt, I entertain the most certain hope. ~~ 

Mr. LEET of Penasylvania rose and said: I 
take occasion to say, Mr. Speaker, without having 
three minutes’ warning that I should be called upon 
to take any part in this, to me, unexpected debate, 
that I sincerely believe that the sentiment which 
my honorable col'eague [Mr. Serceant] bas ex- 
pressed, is nothing more than whatis due to the 
Legislature of the State of Pennsylvania. Jf you 
recur a mement to the causes which have produced 
the pr:sent state of things in that State, you may 
readily satisfy yourseives that the future prospects 
of General Harrison or of our present Chief Ma- 
gistrate, Mr. Van Buren, have had nothing at all 
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to do with the cord:ion in which the Legivétare is 
now placed. In the eariy part of the session of 
the Legisl.ture, | think on the 22d of January last, 
a law was passed authorizing the Governor to De- 
gotiate a permanent loan of $870,000, and a'soa 
temporary loan uf an equal amount, in anticipa- 
tion of the permanent loan, for the purpose of meet- 
mg the interest that would full due on the Ist of 
February. 

-The Executive of that State made an effort to 
p-ocure a loan to pay this interest on her debt; 
but, owing to the existing condition of our mone- 
lary affairs, as tothe causes of which gentlemen 
may conscientiously differ, the muney was not to 
be procured. Such, sir, is the simple tact: it could 
not be obtained. The question then arose, what 
was the Governor todo? And what did he do? It 
is true that, in the House of Assembly, in accord- 
ance with what was believed to be public senti- 
ment and feeling, a bill was passed by one of the 
most decided majorities that has ever been known 
in that body on a question of currency—the vote 
standing 69 to 24—fixing the 15th of February 
(the present month) as the day on which all the 
banks weie to resume specie paymen's, under a 
penalty of summary forfeiure of their charters in 
case of non-compliance. That bill was sent to the 
Senate. The first of February came, and there 
was no money to pay the interest of the debt. 
What, then, was the great question which natu- 
rally suggested itself to the Governor? It was, 
that the honor and faith of the State must be pre- 
served at all hazards, so far as that object could be 
attained without a compromise of honesty or prin- 
ciple. Icannot say that the Governor was wrong. 
The Governor then communicated the fact to the 
Legislature, that on that day the in erest on the 
debt would fall due, and that he was unable to ne- 
gotiate a loan or to procare the money, and that ke 
could not therefore redeem the faith or comply with 
the pledges of the State; and recommended the im- 
mediate adoption of a joint resolution, authorizing 
the issue of State stock to meet the interest owing 
by the State, asan earn¢st that the State faith would 
be preserved untainted. Now, sir, I am free to 
say that the course which suggested itself t? me 
was, that the Executive shoa'd have communicated 
the factsand correspondence with the several bank- 
ing institutions on the subject, and that he should 
then have lef: it to the Legislature (many of the 
members of which I haprea to be acquainted with, 
and esteem asyatriotic men) to d:termine what 
course should have been pursued under the circum- 
stances, and what the exigencies of the State de- 
mand d: But beirg, as { well know him to be, 
anxious to serve the State in the best manner he 
cou'd, the Governor suggested his belief that, if the 
fifteenth day of the present month were fixed upon, 
or any other immediate day, for the resumption of 
specie payments, it would be out of the power of 
man to prevent disastrous consequences. And here 
I must remark, in regard to this suggestion, that 
althcugh, in the first instance, I was struck with 
the idea that the Governor had erred, yet he has, 
I think, upon reflection, compromised no principle 
—because it wasa mere question of time. Proba- 
bly, the more judicious cvurse would: have been, 
that the Legislature (and I say so with great defe- 
rence to that body) should have raised a commit- 
tee to inquire into the condition of al! the banks. 

[The Speaker here interposed, and said that the 
gentleman was going too much into detail. Bat, 
in obedience to loud cries from many parts of the 
Hall of “ Go on—go on—proceed,” &c.] 

_ Mr. Leer proceeded as follows: I say, that if the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania—who, as some gen- 
tlemen assert, have receded, and receded at the 
instance of the Executive, (which I do not admit, 
because, as I said before, the question was merely 
one of time)—if the Legislature had appci. te! a 
commitiee to inquire into the condition of the 
banks, to have ascertained the nature and extent 
cf their resources, together with all other eee cre 
facts, I say that their position would bave been pre- 

ge 2 the resumpt 01 
cicely what it is now in regard to 

: - ai dependent a State 
bill. Sir, Pennsylvania is as ID State in whieh I 
as any in this Union. Itis the State 1 . 

estors Lave lived. 
was born, and where all my ane resources. she 
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is interior to none; and I trast that she will never "H 
i 


mix up with the pariy polities of the day a mo- 
mentous questiun involving her credit and honor. 
I say that the Legislature of Pennsylvania is not 
justly open to censure from any quarter, because 


they have done that which a sense of duty as re- : 
presentatives of the people, bound by their oaths of : 


office, constrained them to do. If 1 had the honor 
of areat in that body, and upon a cerain day the 
pledges of the Siate were to be redeemed, what 
would be my course? Should I look remotely to 
the election of a Presideat? Should I loek re- 
motely to the election of a Governor? Or should I 
look to the great interests of the State which I re- 
present; that is, shcutd I comp!y with the engage- 
men's of the State? Certainly; and that I conceive 


to be the nobie principle which has actuated them— | 


that 1s wha. they meaa to do. 
Mr. cpeaker, | have spoken according to the 


best information I possess in relation to the present 


condition of the affa rs.of Pennsylvania. l hope 


those affaus wll not unusecessarily hereafter be ` 


dragged mto discussion in this Howe. The Re- > 


presentatives trom that State, of all political parties 


u bill proposed to apprepriate about three miilivns. 


aie ready, I hope and believe, to vindicate her ` 


cedit and honor. 
into discussion here, when there is no sort of reason 


Let us not bring her concerns ` 


for it. Sbecan manage her own affairs. She has - 
mace vast and magnificent improvements, and she ` 


is saddied with a heavy debt, but she is also p.s- 
sessed of great, aye, of mexhaustible resources 


wherewith to meet it. The pcople of that great . 
Co:nmonwealth are too honest and tov enlightened _ 
ever to give countenance to a violation of public | 


faith. ` 
I feel deeply obtiged to the House for its kind 


indulgence extended towards me in makinz these . 


few hasty remarks, perhaps somewhat out cf order; 
and should no: have obiruded myseif upon its at- 
Konon had not the debate taken the peculiar turn. 
it did. 

Mr. BEATTY then rising to address the Chair— 


Mr. MONROE moved, with all due deference, | 


he said, to the State of Pennsylvania, that the far- 


ther consideration of the affairs of that State, now | 


under discussion, be postponed ast: Monday next, 
and be made the special order for that day. 

Mr. BEATTY express-d his regret that the af- 
fairs of Pennsylvania had been introduced, and his 
determination to vind.cate the honor of his State 
on all oecasions, so far as his teeb‘e abilities would 
permit him to do. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia thought that the prope- 
sitions of the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Gar- 
LAND } and the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Unberwoop,] coald have no other effect than to 
embarrass the biil now under consideration, espe- 
cially when it was recollected that a bill must 


imposing restrictions of the severest character on 


all public officers into whose hands the public mo- — 
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distinctly whether there were funds enough in the 
hands of the pension agents to meet the demands. 
Mr. JONES said it seemed to him that ihe in- 
formation sought by the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Curtis] was already in the possession 
of every gentleman. There was a statement be- 
fore the commit'ee showing the amount cf moneys 
appropriated for the several objects of the bill at 
the last session of Congress. There was also a 
siatement showing the unexpended amounts under 
each head, and it clearly appeared that, for three 
clasess of pensioners provided for in the third sec- 
tion, there was not enough by one or two hundred 
thousand dollars. This information was derived 
from the Commissioner of Pensions. 
Mr. CURTIS. Taen Le gives me the informa- 
tion which is contained in this sill —which is 
(Mr. Jones. No: there is the infurmaucn con- 
tained in the estimates accompanying the bill.] 
Mr. Curtis. And no other Tris book (tiold- 
ing up the estimates) showed that there was no pre- 
sent necessity for an appropriation of more than 
two cr three hundred thousand dollars; aud the 


Mr. C. well remembered the course of this bill 
last year, and he well remembered the remarks 
made by one of his colieagues. When the bill 
came in two years ago, the then chairman of the 
Commitee of Ways and Means, [Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG,] at a late hour, proposed that it shi wd be 
taken up out of its order, as it had been on the pre- 
sent occasion—and that it should te forthwith 
passed; because, as he said, there waSno money 
t» pay the poer soldiers. The Revolutionary sol- 
diers and officers, he said, were dai'y demanding 
payment, and there was nothing to give them. 

His (Mr. C’s) attention had at that time beet. 
drawn to the subject, and he had felt bound to call 
the notice of that gentleman to the state f the do- 
cuments {rom the War Deparment, which ha: the 
control of this fund, and he (Mr. C ) nad been able 
to allege, asthe resnit of h.s examination, that 
there was, at that time, the sum of two millions of 
dollars in the hards of pension agents. ‘This state- 
ment was roundly denied by the gentleman [Mr. 
CaMBRELENG] in the way so peculiar to himself. 
It was denied also by a very respectable gentleman 
from Baltimore, who, en the very next day, came 
here and stated that he had made a personal ex- 
amination into the facts at the War Department 
and at the Pension Office. He then admitted that 
there was proof that nearly two millions of dol- 

lars were in the hands of pension agents, and he 
then proceeded to say that it was the practice of the 
War Depaitment to put the agents in possession 
of funds from four to six menths in advance of the 


' time of disbursement; and he justified it, as gentle- 
. men have justified it to-day, on the ground that it 
shortly come up embracing a general system, and -: 


:: vices rendered. 
| mittee of Ways and Means produced and had read 


neys should go. That bill would be open to discus- © 


sion. The present was merely a bill appropriating 


money, under existing laws, to individuals entitled ` 


to receive their respective amounts. 

Mr. BELL wished to inquire of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means whether the 
Treasury Department. had any information which 
was in his (Mr. Jones's] possession, as to the pre- 
sent ability of these pension agents to pay the fands 
hitherto deposited with them, or whether applica- 
tions had bern made from any quarter for indul- 

nce or time? : 


Mr. JONES said ihat he was not aware that the . 
Sécretary of the Treasury had apy such informa- | 


tion in his possession. 
Mr. BELL. Then I understand that 


now in their hands. 
Mr. JONES. If any person is notable to pay 


out the funds placed in his hands, it ıs a fact which | 


is not within my knowledge. 


- Mr. CURTIS heped the chairman of the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means would consent to lay | 


this bill aside without taking the question, in order 
that the House might be placed in possession of in- 
formation which, judging from the course of his 
remarks, the chairman was not now able to give. 


these `: 
agents have perfect ability to pay out a'l the funds ` 


Mr. C. desired the geneman to be able to state | 
f 


was proper, by way of compensation for the ser- 
Tne then chairman of the Com- 


several letters from pension agents; and. he 
(Mr. C.) remembered that several of them were 
letters calling upon the Secretary of War for re- 
mittances of funds to their hands; and several of 
them went so far as to say that they would not 
hold the office unless more money was placed in 
their hands by way of compensation. One of these 
agents, residing in the State of Vermont, said that 
he understood there was a bill pending before Con- 
gress fproviding for the compensation of pension 
agents, and that, if no more salary was given than 
that which was contemplated, (which was fifteen 
hundred or two thousand dollars a year,) it was not 
worth while tokeep the office. That particular 
agent failed the next week. The Government in- 
stituted suit against him, and, Mr. C. was happy 
to say, either had.or would receive the the money. 
The Government had not been so fortunate in re- 
lation to a pensicn agent at Boston. Persons had 
sought the offices of pension agents on the ground 
that they could do the business as well as the United 
States Bank, and that they were willing to do it [on 
the same terms. This was the commencement of 
these agencies in the United States. It had been 
urged here that they would do it on the same terms 
as the United States Bank—that they wanted no- 
thing. He (Mr. C ) would hold them to their bar- 
gain until some provision should be made bylaw 


| 
| 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. ____ 


Ss eS ee oe a See eS ee 


Feb. 1840. 
H. af Reps. 


in regardto these agencies. If the Government 
was under the necessity of issuing notes on inte- 
rest, he was for saving that interest as much as 
possible. 

Mr. C, combatted the idea which had been held 
out that there was no loss te the Government, and 
that the money might as well be placed in the 
hands of the agents. In doing thir, he expressed 
his opinion that there was not at this ime more 
than half a million of unappropriated money in the 
Treasury. He had seen the sigas of what was to 
come ina paper read recently fiom the Clerk's 
desk. There was a grat talk now about frauds 
on the revenue; a number of suits also had been 
been decided against the Government, and he wish- 
ed the Treasury Depariment to show what the re- 
cent demands made upon it in relation to these 
suits were. He did not think ‘hat the statement 
would furnish any justificati.n (so far at least ag 
New York was concerned) for psiing Treasury 
notes. Whist the Government had to borrow 
money, he wa: for retaining it in the Treasury 
until it was wanted. Ifthe chairman of the Com- 
mittee ot Ways and Means would bringin a bill 
appropriating so much as was proper and necessary 
to meet the actual Gemands on agert: fur the next 
six months, he would vote for 1t; but he woud nt 
vote for a bill the effect of which was to place two 
millions of dollars in the hands of ageuts for their 
own use. 

Two years ago, in the course of a d scussion on 
a similar subject, it was admitted that half of the 
whole amount appropriated for pensions was ccn- 
stantly on baad with the pension agents? What 
was the whole amount? Ab: ut four millions of 
dollars. How much then did the ageats u-e? Pwo 
mlhons. What was the lawtul interest on this 
amount. One hunired and twenty thousand dol- 
lars. And this amount was distributed among the 
agents, who nambered some thirty or ferty. 

Mr. WHITE of Ky. desired to put a question to 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means., If he had underst od the maner corect y, 
an appropriatiun of two er three hundred thousand 
dollars would meet all the present demand. upon 
the various pension funds. The preseni bid, as 
Mr. W. under.tood, appropriated one milli n of 
doilars. This wouid leave aa excess of between 
seven and eight hundred thousand dollars afier the 
entire demands for the 4:h of March shoald te dis- 
charged; wh.ch sum of seven or eight hundred 
thouvand dollars would remain in the hands of the 
pension agents for six months; that was to say, un» 
til the 4th of September next. Was this the state 
of the case? 

Again: He would inquire whether this last 
named sum would be adequate to the demands for 
the 4th of September? It would not, be believed. 
Here, then, would be double legislation. The de- 
mand for the 4th of September would be, he be- 
l:eved, fifteen hundred thousand dollars; to meet 
which there would be this sum of seven or eight 
hundred thousand dollars. Why this sort of dou- 
ble legislation? He was the last man to refuse all 
requisite appropriations to meet all the various de- 
mands; but he wou!d not appropriate meney when 
there was no necessity. 

Mr. JONES said he had a document before him, 
by referring to which the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Waite] could, in a few moments, 
ascertain the exact amount of money appropriated 
at the last session of Congress to meet the claims 
for pensions intended to be provided for by this bill. 
Mr. J. could not, on the instant, say what the pre- 
cise amount was, but a few moments’ examination 
would inform him fully on that point. 

The gentleman needed not to be under any ap- 
prehension as to the large amounts of money which 
he supposed were to be transmitted to those various. 
pension agencies, because the mere passage of an 
appropriation bill furnished no funds to the Depart- 
ment with which to meet demands. They were to 
be looked to from other quariers. 

Mr. J. knew it had once been urged here that 
the mere fact of passing an appropriation bill 
put so much money in the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States, while the real fact was, that the pas- 
sage of the bill created a demand upon the Trea- 
sury, whilst it brought nothing into it, We were, 
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then, to look to ether sources for the means; and if 
the conjecture of the gent eman from New York, | 
(Mr. Cuatis,] were true, that there was not more than — 
half a million of money ia the Treasury, it would - 
require more than ordinary ingenuity to show how 
one or two miliiuas were to be taken ottt of it to 
be placed where it had been usual to place moneys 
for the payment of pensions. All that was asked 
here was the appropriation of an amount sufficient 
to meet existing demands under authority of law 
e-the names and amcun's teing furnished. It 
would bea new doctrine to pass half the appropria- 
tion now, and to re-erve the appropriation for the 
other half unt:l the month of September, when 
“Congress would not be here. 

Mr. WHITE of Keatucky said the gentleman, 
in his answer, was only throwing him back upon 
his own d'fficalty. He (Mr. W.) wished to know ` 
whether this bil! provided for the payment of pen- 
sions comirg due on the 4:h of September? 

Mr. JONES said that the amount intended to be 
appropria‘ed ty the bill (including the unexpe:ded | p 
balances o! last year for the same purposes) was || elected.” And now it is proposed to di regard 
intended to cover the whole demand upon the Gu- | this resolution by electing a Speaker without 
verament for the whole year. The bill provided 
only for those cases for Sich appropriations had :' entitled, m by rete to permit age en 
not been made under other laws, and, as he had | to vote. r. J. asked where are the pledges o 
said, covered the expenses of the whole year. The | geneman) ar afier Li Paden ete ovina 
doctrine had neve been maintained that Congress | mghts of New Je:sry shoul ecided on. before 
should pass the one half of an appropriation Lill at j they p:o`eeded to the election of a Speaker? He 
one time, and the other half at another; and, if | called on honorable gentleman to fulfil their pledges; 
such a course was to be pursue!, two ses-ions of . on that portion of the House which regarded their 
Corer in each yest would be required. .Mr. J. ` PPNA On ol Rad ar heer of a pe 
then real ex'racts from dvucnments accompany:ng y which tney have deceive eir opponents, 
the annual estimates of the Secretary of iis Tree By a tie in the vote of this morning the question 
sury, Showing the amount of unexpended balances was lost—that J. B. Aycrica and his four co'- 
on moneys heretofore appropriated, aad which, 
he said, in addi'ion to the amount asked by this | mission of the Governor of New Jersey; the vote 
bill, would complete the sum wan‘ed fur this service stood 117 on both sides. Had the question been 
during the year. is , ;, Stated negatively instead of affiımatively, the 

F M!. WHITE cf Kentucky did not wish to em- i! decision would have been the reverse. And how 
arrass the chairman of the Committee of Ways i was that vote accomplished? Gentlemen boast of 
and Means or this committee. All ke wished was :) having gained a victory by the vote of this morning. 
a plain statement of facts. | If itis avictory, itisa discreditable one; and if] 

If he understood the chairman of the Committee | show that it was effec'ed by gio<s deception, the 
of Ways. and Means, the pre:ent bill provided for |; language which I use will notbe considered too harsh 

| 


motion to reconsider the resolution of Mr. 
| Sauru of Maine, that the}House at is tume 
| placed t> the election ofa Sþeaker—" 
| Mr. JENIFER said he ungerstoad'the question 
! before the Ch: ir to be upon thd mefion of the gen- 
© tleman from Indiana [Mr. Papptir] to rece nsider 
-the vote upon the resolution #That this House, 
at this time proceed to the election of a 
` Speaker,” for the purpose of enabling him to offer 
a resolution to carry into effect an express order 
of the Heuse. 
Mr. J. said he was gratified that the gentleman 
| from Indiana had moved the reconsiderati-n. It 
would afford gentlemen orce more an epportu- 
nity of pausing before they committed an act in 
; direct violation of the rights of New Jersey, of her 
Representatives upon this floor, and of the ord:r of 
this House unrepealed, now on your table. 


the payments coming dueon the 4th of March, and tobe applied to the perperrators of it. 
also on the 4th of September—and the only neces- || said, when his friend and himself came here this 
sity which existe] fur this speedy acton was, that | morning, it was their desire and intention, as far 
probably onc or two of the pension funds might be 
deficient, whilst in others there was a large surplus; 
so that there was no necessity fur immediate action, 
but for the fact that there might be a deficiency in 
one or two of the funds. Now, he would ask the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Mears `: i 
whe her there was not a general law providing for | was a fair expression of the vote of the members 
the transfer of any unexpended balances in one of | onthe resolution. It was known that the vote 
the funds to meet any deficiency which might exist | would bea close one. It was known that Mr. 
in another? : . Hawes, of Kentucky, although ill in his bed, 

Mr. JONES satd there was a general law vest- .| could be brought to the House, if his vote were 
ing ia the President of the United States the power | necessary. It was a'so known that one or two 
to transfer appropriations under certain other heads |, gentlemen of the Administration party had ex- 
therein coumerated. His (Mr. J.‘s) recollection | pressed their opinion that the members having 
did not enable him at this time to say whether this : the Goveraor’s commission were entitled to their 
law was applicable to the pension fund ornot. His ij seats, and that they so intended'o vote. In addi- 
recollection rather inclined the other way; but he | tionto which it was s'ated by a gentleman, now 
would not say so posiively. The law could soon ‘| 
be referred to. 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky. If we now have 
two million dollars of this pension fund, being five 
hundred thousand dollars more than is required for 
present purposes, why should there be action upon | 
the bill at this ume? Why increase the fund? If ‘| ton, and, therefore, we united with ihe Administra. 
we have a genera! law providing for the transfer of || tion party in demanding that the question be taken. 
unexpended balances, from one head of appropria- || Nor was it considered proper to risk the health of a 
tion to another, why bring the bill thus prematurely || fellow-member by bringing him to the Honse, 
up? Task the committee to rse until inquiry can be || when his vote was not indispensable, The House 
made. If there is no necessity for the immediate preceeded to take the question en the resolution 
appropriation «f this money, I hop2 no man is I| that J. B. Aycrice, &c. are entitled to their seats; 
Teady to put his hands into the Treasury fur it. 1 || when it was ascertainee that Mr. Kemrssaut, of 
move that the committe? rise. . New York, had not arrived—ihat one, if not two, of 

And, that motion having been agreed to, the the members who have pledged :hemselves to vo'e 
committee rose and repor‘ed progress. Jor the New Jersey cla:imatts, who had the regolar 
Whereupon the Hoase adjourned. certiccates of the Govornor, contrary to their 
na EY declara'inn, voted in the negative. Thus, by a 
SPEECH OF MR. JENIFER, palpable deception, the New Jersey members were 

OF MARYLAND. 


. AD excluded from their seats, when, had there been a 
In the House of Representatives, Friday, December 


fait expression of the voice of the House, there 
13, 1839—The question being on Mr. Prorrir’s H Would have been a majority of two, if net four, 


: to the organiza’ien of the House. With that view, 
: his friend from Virginia [Mr. Wise] had moved 


in my eye, that Mr. Kempsuatt, of New York, 
the only absent member, bad arrived in the morn- 
ing cars. Under these circumstances, we did not 
desire to postpone a deeision upon the New Jer- 


in: 


It will | 
| be recollected that the House by a large vote had | 
+ resolved “to hear and adjudge upen the electi:ns, | 
| returns, and qnalifi-ations of a!l claimants to the | 
seats contested upon this floor, before a Speaker is | 


i| d-ciding which of the New Jersey claimants are | 


‘| asin their power, to settle the question of the New | 
.; Jersey contest 2s speedily as possible, and proceed | 


| the re-olution that J.B. Aycricc and his colleagues ; 
: were entiled to their seats; and all that we desired |; 


sey contested election, when every member elect | 
of the 26 h Congress was in the city of Washing- | 
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their favor. Notwithstanding which, gentl:men 
propose to go into the election of a Speaker at this 
hour of the night, and to effect, by stratagem, that 
which they cannot do by a fair and full vote of the 
House. And yet they proclaim here that they are 
actuated by conscientious motives ! 

[Here Mr. J. at the suggestion of Mr. Gravss, 
yielded the floor fora motion to adjourn, which 
being decided in the negative, Mr. J. was about to 
proceed, when Mr. Smitu, of Maine, moved the 
previous questicn. 

Mr. J. contended that his having given way for 
the motion to adjourn did not deprive him of his 
right to the floor. 

Mr. Smitu insisted that the floor having been 
yielded, he had the rizht to move the previous 
question. . 

Afier some further remarks from Mr. Graves 
and Mr. W se upon the point of order]— 

Mr. JENIFER resumed, and said that he was not 
surprised that the member from Maine was un- 
willing for him to proceed; he could not but be res- 
tive under an exposition of such facts as these 
The member has said that cur 
object is to consume time. Mr.J. said we intend 
to take time to expose to this House and the coun- 
try the means which have been resorted to deprive 
the State of New Je. sey of her Representatives in 
this House. The uuth most and will oat, however 
unpalatable to the member of his friends. The 
call tə order and for the previous queston comes 
with an ill gracefrom that member, for it cannot 
have escaped notice that he has eensumed more 
time, and been more disorderly, with, perhaps, the 


, exception of one other near him, than any mem- 


` ber on this floor. 
leages.were entitled to their seats under the com- . 


i 
$ 


“tleman present knows not to be true. 


Andhis repeated calls for the 
previous question, after having spoken at length 
himself, show that he fears to afford an opportunity 


: for reply. Mr. J. said it would be wellto review 


‘the proceeding of the last ten days, fur the purpose 
of seeing who have delayed the organization of the 
House, as well as to test the consistency of those 
who have taken the lead in the Administration 
ranks. 

On the first day of the session, the Clerk com- 


:, Menced, as usual, to ea!] over the names of the mem- 
Mr. J. | berselee f omtie diff rént S'ates, commencing wi h 
. the State of Ma ne; and after progressing as far as 
: New Jersey, and calling Mr. Ranpourn, from:that 


_ State, immediately stepped the call, read the cer- 


bficate of J. B. Aycriac, and stated that there were 
four others of precisely the same tenor, and refused 
to- proceed unless directed by the members present. 
Notwithstanding which, the: official organ of the 
Government (the Globe) led off with a statement 
thatthe Clerk was interrupted in the call of the roll, 


` and was not permitted to proceed; which statement 


although endorsed here upon this floor, every gen- 
The Clerk 
had declined to call either of the members from 
New Jersey except Mr. Ranpo.pn, and persisted in 
refusing, ot to put any question’ to the House save 
that of adjournment. Days having been spent in 
this urprecedented state of thirgs, the Hoase, to 
fe icve themselves from their embarrassed condi- 
tion, indignant at the arrogance of the-Slerk in 


: takmg his seat at the desk, calting such mëi Bers 


as he deemed proper, and refusing to cal! the gen- 
tlemen from New Jersey who had tegular certiti-« 
cates from the Governor, you, Mr. Chairman, 
were unanimously call-d on to preside. This step 
was hailed with} general acclamation, and the str- 
rounding galieries audibly proclaimed their gianti- 
cation ata move which seemed to disembarrass 
us from the disgraceful postion tò which we had 
too iong submitied. You had jast avowed your 
opinion that itwas the duty of the Clerk to call 
the names of such: members as produced regniar 
credentials, according to the laws of their Btate 
and the Constitution of the United States. Yéu 
had, by an argument -which - was irresistible, 
awakened ‘he members to a: ense of theifsitua'ion, 
and o! their duiy to organize the Hoese of Repre- 
sentatives according tothe uniform practice of our 
pred ces» rs, and by giviig proper credence to the 
copsiilu‘ed authorities and laws of their respective 
States, You had scarceiy entered upon the duties 


- assigned to you as Chairman, when you are called 
on by the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Drom- 
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New Jersey were to be permitted to vote in the 
organization of the House. And upon your reply- 
ing “thatthe Chair conceived the rule to be that such 

rsons as possessed commissions tn conformity with 
the Constitution end laws of New Jersey were entitled 
te vote as members of this House, and thut none others 
were entitled; for thus having responded to a cail 
made on by one of the tellers, you were instaniy 
charged by the gen'leman from New York, [Mr. 
VaNDERPOEL,] with having committed an “act of 
gross ucarpation,” and by my colleague (Mr. F. 
Tromas} “ofa monstrous usurpation,” with similar 
denunciations from various quarters, equally at 
war with decurom and delicacy. Those gentle- 
m:n seem to have imagined that you, Mr. Chair- 
man, had been placed there to act according'y to their 
dictation; to obey their will; to fur:her their 
illegal, unprecedented mzasures; that you were to 
be an automa’on, to nod your head whichever way 
they thought proper to pull the wires. They have 
been disappointed. They have not found in you 
so picus a Clerk as to be too conscienticus,to dis- 
charge your duty. 

{li was here proposed by several members to 
adj -urn, it being past Sorclock at night } : 

Mr.J said, in obedience to the wisbes of his 
friends around him, he weuld movean adjoura- 
ment, and would conclude what we had to say in 
the morning; in doing which he wou'd occupy the 
attention of the House bata few moments, or, if 
gentiemen were sincere in their professions in 
desiring the question to be taken on the resolution, 
he would waive his right to the fl or, and permit 
jt to be putat 12or 1 o'clock to-morrow, when the 
members who were sick might be present, as also 
all others who desired to vote. 

[The motion to adjourn being lost]— 

Mr. Jenirer continued and said, it was now 
apparent that the object was not that the question 
should be taken speedily, but that it should be 
taken in the absence of members who could not 
vote to night in consequence of the dispensation of 
Providence. ‘This is the consistency ef gentlemen 
who express a desire that there should te a fair 
and full expression of the Representatives of the 
people. 

Mr. J. said he would further test the consistency 
of some gentlemen. Ithas been argued that the 
New Jersey members should not vote in the organi- 
zation of the House, because they are interested. 
‘What interest have they, not common to other 
mewbers, in the ordinary transactions of the House? 
If that be a sufficient ground why a member 
should not be entitled to vote, let us see if we can- 
not find some direct interest in former menfbers 
of Congress in giving their voles upon certain 
occasions, which were both countenanced and 
approved by gentlemen now and then present. 
What was the fact in relation to our present 
Minister to England? Dit he not preside over 
this House for weeks, perhaps months, with a 
letter from President -Jackson in his pocket, that 
he intended to appoint him Minister abroad—dur- 
ing which period many exciting and nearly 
balanced questions, in which the Administration 
felt de p interest, were decided in this House, and 
some by the casting vote of the Speaker—at 
the same time that arrangements were making to 
elect to the Chair the favorite of the President? 

| Willany gentleman undertake to say, had Mr. 
Speaker Stevenson given a vote contrary to the 
wishes of the Administration, or refased to lend his 
aid in the electien of his successor to the Chair, 
that President Jackson woud not have instantly 
recalled his letter of promise te appoint? Was not 
here a direct interes? Did not the appointment 
depend upon the Speaker’s vote and action? Had 
jt not the effect of controlling both? 

Mr. J. said there was another casein point still 
more recent, and which has been noticed ona 
former cccasion—he meant that of the present 
Minister to Austria. Atthe extra session, Mr. 
Muhlenberg had evinced symptoms of dissatistac- 

` tion with the Administration, and atthe meeting 
of the regular session of the 25th Congress, when 
this House stoed so nearly divided apon certain 
- measures of the Administration, that nota vote 
could be dispensed with, he kept entirely aloof— 


goots) to irstract him which of the members from 


waiting to see where be could b2 most felt. His 
rivalin Pennsylvania, Governor Wolf, had rte- 
ceived a lucrative and high appoin'ment in Wash- 
inzton, and his claims had been overicoked. Thus 
he stood with his arms folded; when the contested 
election between Claibone and Gholson, and 
Prentiss and Word, afforded another opportunity 
of evincing the domestic diplom cy of the Ad- 
ministration. The majority of this House depeaded 
upon the issue of that contest, and some two or 
three members were tantalized with the expectation 
of receiving this mission. By the cas:ing vote of 
Mr. Speaker Polk, Prentiss and Word, returned 
here with a maj-rity of 6,000 of the votes of 
Mississippi, were dr.ven from their seats and sent 
back fora third election. Up tothe moment the 
vote was taken in the House, Mr. Muhlenburg 
remained perfectly quiet; and when he gave his vote 
against Prentiss and Word, by which a tie was 
produced, great surpri-e was expressed by many 
members present, which, however, was dissipated, 
when on the next day he was nominated by the 
President of the United States to the Senate as 
Minister to Austria! Where could there have 
been a more direct interest in voting, than that by 
wh cha member of th's House obtained an appoint- 
ment of minister ab:oxc?. Had Mr Mublenburg 
voted to retain Prentiss and Word in their seats, 
no matter how conscientiously he believed them 
entitled, no gentleman will undertake to say that 
he could have received the appointment. It 
follows then, as an indisputable tact, that it was 
not his diplomatic qualifications, or his knowledge 
of the Dutch language, to whichhe is indebted for 
his mission, but the penetration of the Executive in 
finding out his accessible points. 

This reference to the Mississippi election calls 
to min 1 the ingenious defence which my colleague 
[Mr. F. Tuomas] bad made against a charge of 
inconsistency as to his course in relation to that 
contested election and the New Jersey case. At 
the extra session he delivered aspeech in favor of 
Gholson and Claiborne’ right to their seats, and 
the principal ground upon which he based his argu- 
ment was the right of the people to elect their 
Representatives, regardless of forms of interposition 
of Executive authority. The will of the people 
was then, as now, urged as paramount to all other 
considerations. ‘Pheir voice should be heard and 
their wishes conclusive, and neither the Governor 
of the State nor jucges of the elections should 
deprive the dear people of the Representatives 
of their choice. This was the Democratic doctrine 
then and now preached. Letus see the practice. 
At the regular sesion, after a tegular election held 
in the State of Mississippi according to the laws and 
Constitution of the State, Prent'ss and Word were 
returning to Congress by a majority of 6,000 votes 
over Gholson and Claiborne. What was the 
Democratic doctrine then? “Res adjudicate” was 
set up as a sufficient p'ea to deprive the people of 
Mississippi of their Representatives, and the peo- 
ple’s voice was unheard by my colleague or his 
friends, and Prentiss and Word, with this undis- 
puted majority, were denied ‘heir teats. But my 
colleague says he made no speech upon the case. 
No, he could not go that; because at the extra 
session, he had made one in favor of Gholson and 
Claiborne, which applied so directly to the sustain- 
ing of Frentiss and Word at the regular session, 
that he could not, except by taking directly opposite 
ground, oppose their right (6 seas. Yet, with his 
speech then fresh in his recollection, as it seems to 
be now, he voled—and how did he vote? To sus- 
tain the people of Mississippi in their express:d 
wishes? To give to their Representatives just 
chosen by a majority of 6,000 votes their seats 
upon this floor? To carry out his Democratic 
doctrine, that ihe voice of the peopie was para- 
mount to all other. considerations, and should be 
obeyed? No; he voied to disfranchise the State of 
Missisippi; he voted to send home Prentiss and 
Word with this overwhelming majority. And what 
was the consequence? The Administration party 
succeeded in their views here. ButPrenuss and 
Word triumphed again at heme, and were returned 
back by the people to take their seats in this 
hall, to the mortification of those who were ac- 
cessory to such a flagrant disregard of the people’s 


will. Then it was that the blush of shame should 
have come over the cheeks of those who had beer 
ihe principal actors in working this injustice, 
Deep must have been their morufication to witness 
this rebuke from the people when these two gentle- 
men, a second time, came to claim their rights as 
the Repre-entatives of their State. 

Referring to this matter (Mr. J. said) reminded 
him of an impromptu which was senthim from 
the ladies’ gallery whilst the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Wuite] was elcquently denounce- 
ing the inconsistent conduct of gentleman who 
were in the habit of professing one thing and 
practising another, when he exclaimed,, “Oh, 
shame ! where is thy blush?”—-which he was sure 
the House wou d pardon him in reading, as is so 
immediately applied to the present case: 

Where is thy blush, oh honest shame! 
Permit her then to speak: 
Shame would be shamed to find her blush 
Upon that member’s cheek. 
Such were the indignant feelings excited by an 
exposure of the political morality of members here 
in the breast of those who are always disposed to 
extend the utmost charity. 

Mr J. said it was tra'y amusing to witness the 
ingenuity displayed by gentlemen in shifiing their 
course, evading the true question, and their effur's 
to produce a fa'se issue. The two genileman from 
South Carolina (Mr. Ruerr and Mr. Pickens] 
who had teen prominent in this debate, and who 
have taken directly opp site grourd. in a’gument, 
come nevertheless to the same conclusion. Both 
of them advocate Siate rights and the will of the 
people; n- ither of them act, correspondent to his 
professions. They preposed to elect a Speaker 
without permitting New Jersey to have her vote, 
although it is unanimously admitted that she has 
present here her quota of legally: elected Repre- 
sentatives. The first gentleman [Mr. Raett] 
believes that Mr. Aycrica and his four colleagues 
are as much entitled to their seats on this floor as 
he himself from South Carolina is. The other, 
[Mr. Pickens,] professing a great regard fer the 
will of the people, repudiating the constituted 
authority of the State of New Jersey, distegarding 
the legal credentials furnished by the Governor, 
insists upon the right of Mr. Diıcrerson and his 
four friends to seats, without any credentials what- 
ever from the proper authorities, but upon a bare 
allegation that they have a majority of the votes of 
the State. And now, when a vote has heen taken 
and los, that Mr. Aycricc, &c. are entitied under 
the certificate of the Goverror to participate in the 
organization of the House, the two gen'lemen from 
South Carolina, one voting that Mr. Aycriac, &c. 
are, the other that Mr. Dicxznson, d&c. are, duly 
elected, now shake hands together, and agree that 
neither are entitled to seat. The one has, there- 
tore, yielded his priuciples; the other, with equal 
rapidity, has compromised his; by which it is ex- 
pected to elect an Admin'stration Epeaker—for it 
may all be summed ap in that isresistible argu- 
ment. How can the genileman from Svuth 
Carolina (Mr. Pickens] reccncile his present 
position to himself, if he were sincere, of which 
I will not permit myself io doubt, when he so 
elegantly defended the rights of the people of New 
Jersey against Exccative in‘ei position, and so strong- 
ly urged theckims of Mr. Dickerson,&c. before 
the House had voted npon those of Mr. Aycriac, &c? 
How is it that the fc rmer were the legal Representa- 
tives before the latter were rejected, and now have 
no claims whatever? . Whereis the resolutien he 
intended to offer, that Mr. Dickerson and hbis 
colleagues are entitled to seats? Does he still be- 
lieve them to te entitled. Ifso, and he and his 
friends who have a majority in this hall to-night 
permit a Speaker to be elected without New Jer- 
sey participating in the organization of the House, 
they will do rank justice to that State; they 
will have mocked the pecpte of it, and bave wil- 
fully deceived Mr. Dickzsson and the other four 
Representatives who stand here prepared to enter 
upen their duties; er are they willing too to stand 
off and sre Nuw Jersey and their constituents kept 
ai bay until the paty have acct mplished their 
objec:? If the geutlen.ea from Soath Carolina 
and the New Jersey claimants heve compromi 
to waive her right to te sepresented until a Speaker 
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is elected, then let us hear no more of State 
rights, and a respect for the willof the people; 
aitempt no longer to dupe them, or deceive us; 
do not longer “hold the promise to theear, and 
b-eak it to the hope.” The time was when Slate 
rgh's were respected—when this Executive influ- 
eace, which has been so vehemently denounced, 
was warring against those rights—when that gal- 
Jent State (South Carolina) stood united and al- 
most alone in defence of what she defined as State 
rights; and however much many of us differed with 
her in the ex'ent to which she carried her dectrines 
and mode of redress, still there was a feeling 


tbrovghout the country of admiration at her . 
w oral and political courage, in defending herself» 


against the Union, when she believed herself 
oppressed. 
differences were merged in the common cause, 
and the State of South Carolina presented an 
undivided front. She did not pause to inquire 
whether the inpending conflict originated in the 


imprudent zeal of her leaders, cr in the abuses of | 


the powers of the Federal Government; it was 
snfficient for her that her citizens were threatened 
with the bayonets of the Federal army—that Presi- 
dent Jackson, by his proclamation, had denounced 
them as rebels. She nailed her Palmeit) to the 
mast head, and recreant would have been that son 
who wculd not have bared his breast to defend her 
from such pollution. And can itbe that, in so 
short a space, the advocates of State rights shall now 
be found enlisting under the banners of consolida- 
tion? And that this House in its unorganized condi- 
tion, shall have the right to disfranchise a sove- 
reign State, deny her Representatives a participa- 
tion in ovr measures, and place her emphatically 
without the Union? If this be the State rights 
principle for which South Carolina has been con- 
tending, then is it indeed a political humbug. 

It is however refreshing to look around and see 
how Georgia stands. Represented here as she is 
by gentlemen of adverse opinions upon the 
great political questions in relation to the General 
Government; coming, too, as some of them do, 
with their prepossessions in favor of the Adminis- 
tion; still rpon a question involving a more vital 
State rights interests than any ever yet agitated 
in this body, they cannot consent to abanden those 
principles, even to elect an Administration Speak- 
er. hat a coatrast does Georgia present to 
South Carolina! She gees for the rights of the 
Siates, and not for the benefit of a party, when 
their measures are adverse to those rights; whilst 
others who appropriate to themselves all the 
chivalry of the land, and who boast of first unfurling 
the banner of State rights, and planting themseves 
under the Palmetto standard, have this day united 
with the crusaders in trampling down the rights of 
a sister State. 

Mr. Speaker, in this crisis of our affairs, in this 
House, and in this country, Sou'h Carolina has 
assumed a heavy responsibility. Buta short time 
since, and her taleoted sons upon this floor, and 
in another part of this Capito), were making their 
voices heard and felt in effective denunciation of 
Executive patronage, of Executive abuses, of 
Executive contro] over the Legislative branches. 
But now, these voices have been hnshed. The 
tanff, internal improvement, extravagant expen- 
ditures, and all those measures which were the 
groundwork of opposition of the Administration, 
have ceased to create alarm. The sentinels upon 
the watch-tower have grounded their arms and 
demanded a parley. Have those abuses become 
Jess odious from long and continued endurance, or 
has familiarity with them rendered them more 
palatable? Ifa closer connec ion with the actors 
so effectually strip their measu'es of their burden- 
some tendency, it were well to inquire “where the 
benefit is to enure.”?> The present Administration 
have ample cause to congratulate themselves. 
Pursuinz, as they have done, the same course 
which they commenced; going on, step by step, to 
increase their patronage, and extend their influ- 
ence, without abating a particle of extravagance, 
‘they have made converts of their opponeats, and 
now number them in their ranks. E 

By what magic process this has been accom- 
plished has not yet been fully developed. Time 
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will demonstiate the means by which that patriotic 
zeal which spurred cna gallant band, with such 
fearful odds, to resist the abuses of the Federal 
Government, has been quenched. Time was 
when South Carolina needed no aid to assert her 
principles, or to defend her rights. She could 
have stood alone against the whole United States. 
Now so weak as to have fallen in the arms of the 
Administration ! ; 


SPEECH OF MR. PICKENS, 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

In the House of Representatives, February 13, 1840— 
Oa the two per cent. fund, the Cumberland road, 
and the power of the Government to make in'er- 
nal improvements. 5 
Mr. Pıcxens rose and said: £ 
Mr. Speaker: When I moved ¥esterday that the 

House adjourn, (the first time I evér made such a 

motion,) I did it not with a view to protract this 

debate, or to emer into a lenghty discussion of the 
subject, but with a desire to present the reasons 
which influenced me in making the original mo- 
tion, and the accompanying remarks which I sub- 
mitted afew days ago. And, sir, I should not 
now have entered particularly into this debate, if 1 
h:d not been pointedly alluded to by several gent'e- 
men on both sides, and who have thus made it almost 
imperious on me to trespass, for a few moments, 
upon the attention of the House. I confess, Mr. 
Speaker, that I listened, with pleasure, to the well- 
turned periods and mellow voice of the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Horrman,] who always 
seems to strike those chords which vibrate through 
this House with more perfect delicacy than any 
other gentleman on this floor. 
that I lisened, with great pleasure, to the eloquent 
gentleman from New York—an ornament to his 
great and noble city: I mean a noble city, because 
she is rich in resources, and rich in commercial 
enterprise. But, in other respects, she presents to 
my mind a most singular spectacle, producing, 
probably, the g:eatest compound of interests of 
any city on this continent—a collection of novi 
homines—from the proud and princely merchant, 
who rolls in his coach and four, to the Loco Feco 
tiat sleeps in the market and lives upon bone-coup 

—presenting a heterogeneous mass of contradic- 

tory combinations, which remind me of nothing so 

strongly as Shapspeare’s allusion to 
“ Liver of blaspheming Jew, 
Nose of Turk, and Tartar’s lips,” 

All mingled together— 

“ Chaldron boil and bubble—double, double, toil and trouble.’’ 
A most extraordinary, and, upon the whole, in- 

teresting city!—and of which I take pleasure in 

saying, the gentleman is the oraament and the 
ride. - 

p Yet, Mr. Speaker, I must, at the same time, con- 
fess that I listened with regret to some of the parti- 
san remarks in which the gentleman thought pro- 
per to indulge. Upon this question, and upon all 
others connected with the fisca! action of this Go- 
vernmen', I have higher objects in view than to 
stoop to party discussion. I will not even-stop to 
pluck the barbed arrow from the sides of the Exe- 
cutive, even though it should be shot from the 
“loud-twapging bow” of Achilles himself. I 
have higher cbjects in view. The strongest solici- 
tude I now feel on all public que>tions, is directed 
to the realization of the firm hope and belief that 
the Constitution of ‘my country is to be raised 
from the dust and ashes, where it has too long been 
tramp'ed puon, and made the sport of party and of 
party interests. 

Sir, we have arrived at a very peculiar juneture 
in public affairs. It is probably the first time, since 
the year 1789, that we have bad a fair opportunity 
of placing the Government of our country ona 
true Republican tack We have been more or less 
involved, directly or indirectly, with great interests, 
which rendered it next to impossible that we could 
place the Government where the framers of the 
Constitution intended it to be; and in the present 
juncture of our affairs—with no national debt—with 
a system of taxation approaching to free trade, 
and a reasonable hope of peace, there can be no 
reason, no pretext, why we should not set about 


Yes, I must say | 
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this great work at once, and start the Government 
upon those just and forbearing principles, compati- 
ble with the genius of our institutions, and which 
alone can give quiet and permanent union to a tur- 
bulent and excitable people. It is in connection 
with this view of the subject, that I feel a deep 
interest in the question now pending before the 
House; not that I am particularly opposed to the 
Cumberland road, or to the supposed interest 
which the States of Ohio, Indiana, INinois, and 
Missouri, may happen to have in it; but because 
itinvolves great and vital principles; vital to the 
Constitution; vital to the purity of this Govern- 
ment and the Union of these States. I am opposed 
t? it because it is well calculated to form a precedent 
which is hereafier to be held up and quoted, as it 
was quoted yesterday by the gentleman from Indi- 
ana [Mr. Howarp,] in his eloquent speech, as a 
precedent for future Congresses—a precedent which, 
in my judgment, rides over the Constitution, and 
transfers to the majority on this floor the power to 
make the Constitu!ion what they may suppose that 
their interests call upon them to make it. 

Before I go into the general subject, I beg leave 
to refer, for a moment, to the remarks submitted a 
day or two ago by the gent!eman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Mason,] who placed the obligation to make this 
appropriation on the ground of a specific contract. 
Yes, sir; that gentleman, whose eloquence, “ like 
mine Uncle Tuby’s,” seems to consist in its pauses, 
dweit upon the contract. He claims the bond. He 
stands up for the bond even stronger than Shylock; 
and he demands, not only the pound of flesh, but 
the blood too. He placed the matter on a special 
contract, and, with great parliamentary courtesy, 
proclaimed that those who differed from him upou 
this subject were ‘‘ignorant, narrow, contracted,” 
and, to use his own classical expression, “ nig- 
gardiy.” Now, let us examine what this contract 
is;and if it shoald tura out that there is a special 
trast fund set aside by the very acts which the gen- 
tleman himself has quoted, and that we are made a 
trustee under those aets, then I say it is sound law 
that, when the trast fand is faithfully exhausted, 
you can no longer claim execution of the contract; 
or, in oiher words, if you file a bill in chancery 
“ar the specific performance of the contract, and 
it is set forth and proved-that the trust fund is ex- 
hausted, nay more, exausted five times over, ac- 
cording to that great rule that he who asks equity. 
must first do equity,a decree would be rendered 
against the complainant, and he would have to re- 
fand. If I show this by incontestable record, I 
humbly submit to the gentleman that his special 
contract, mast of necessity, fall tothegroond. Ishall 
demonstrate this before I take my seat, beyond the 
possibility of refutation or denial. 

in the first place, thea, and in order to be cer- 
tain of the terms of the contract, I will refer to it. 
The first act which we have on the subject, was 
passed in the year 1802. It was the act by which 
Ohio was admit‘ed into the Union, and the provi- 
sion bearing upon this point is in the followirg 
words k ee ps ; 

Bgc. 7. “That one- i 
lands lying itt ibe sold Biate ‘oid te pi aered ona 
after the thirtieth of June next, aker deducting all expenaes in- 
cident to the same, shall be applied to the laying owt and mak» 
ing public roads, leading from the navigable waters emptying 
into the Atlantic, to the Ohio, to the said State, and through the 
same; such roads to be laid out under the authority of Congress, 
yin hee conseut of the several States through which the roa 

The next act bearing upon the point, was passed 
in 1803. By the act I have just read, one-twenti- 
eth part of the nett proceeds of the public lands 
in the State of Ohio, was set apart for purposes of 
In the year 1803, that 


terly accounts of the receivers of public moneys of the eevoral 


lan 
Realen lying within the State of 


to no other purpose whatever; and an & 

lication ofibe pame shali be transmitted to the Secretary of the 
Wreasury by such officer st mei Aaa an 
shall direct; and it is hereby propriations 


P the several ap Å A A 
pe mie Saling section, are in conformity with, and in consi- 
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deration of, the a 
the ordinance of the convention o! said 
ef November last.” oe 

It will be seen by this clause, that Congress so 
far altered the act which set aside one-twentieth 
part of the proceecs (which is equal to five per 
cent ) as to appropriate three fifths of the same to the 
Biate itsel”, to be managed and laid out according 
to its own views of its own local interests, leaving 
twe per cent. of the fund undisposed of. In the year 
1806, we had the first act making a specific appre- 
priation to the Cumberland road, and the clause of 
the act which relates to the point I am now dis- 
cussing, is in the following words: 

Bec. 6. “And be it further enacted, That the sum of thirty 
thousand dollars be, aid the same is hereby, appropriated, to 
defray the expenee of laying out and making said roed [Cum- 
beriand road.) And the President is hereby authorized to draw, 
from time to time, on the Treasury, for such parts, or at any 
one time, for the whole of said sum, as he shall judge the ser- 
viee requires, which sum of $30,000 shall be paid, first, out of 
the fund, of two per cent. reserved for laying out and making 

to the State of Ohio, by virtue of the 7th section of an act 
passed on the 30th day of April, 1902, entitled ‘An act to enable 
the people of the eastern division of the territory northwest of 
the river Ohio, to form a Constitution and State Government, 
&c. and for other purposes;’ three per cent. of the appropria- 
tion contained in said 7th section, being directed by a subse- 
qosat law, to the laying out, opening, and making roads within 
the said State of Ohio: and seccndly, out of any money in the 


conditions agreed on by the State of hion 
State, bearing date 29h 


Treasury not otherwise appropriated, Aaa upon, and l 
y said fund of two per cent. | 


reimbursable at, the Treasury, 
as the same shall accrue.” 
That was the first specific appropriation; an ap- 
propriation of $30,000 to. the survey and com- 
mencement of the road; and if i! should be paid out 
of any money in the Treasury not ctherwise ap- 
propriated, provision was made for the reimburse- 


ment baok to the Treasury, out of the two per cent. | 


‘We have thus seen that the gent'eman from 
Qhio [Mr. Mason] is coriect in stating that there 
wasa specific fund. Ihave quoted the provi- 
sionaryfclauses which bear upon and define ıt; and 
to show’ how remarkably guarded Congress has 
been, I will now quote two other cther acts passed 
more recently, indicating that Corgress did con- 
siderg this as a trast fund, acd intended to ap- 
propriate at different periods so much money and 
no more. And no ground can be raised. directly 
or indirectly upon which to rest the demand for this 
appropriation, except upon the princip'es laid down 
by the gentleman from Indiana, |Mr. Howarp,} 
who, I must say, pat himself upon much higher 
ground than that of a specific contract; knowing, 
ashe did, that it was too weak to carry him 
through, he paid little or no attention to it. Sir, 
the gentleman was right. Rest the care upon ‘hat 
eontract, and it must fail before any court of chan- 
cery in the civilized world. 

Bat I proceed to show how guarded Congress 
has been, and with this view, I quote from an act 

June 24, 1834, for the continuation of the 
Cumberland road: 

8go. 4. “That,as soon as the sum by this act appropriated, 
or co much thereof as is necessary, shall be expended in the 
repair of said road, agreeably te the provisions of this act, the 
game shall be surrendered to the States irespectively, through 
which said road : and the United States shall not thereaf- 
ter be subject to any expense for repairing said road.” 

I now quote another clause from an aet passed 
March 3, 1835: 

Bec. 3. “And be it furd. fe i 
of the hens ty eeina PAra aa ne A Thall 
be expended in the repair of said road east of the Ohio river, 
agreeably to the provisions of this act, the same shall be sur- 
rendered to, and accepted by, the States respectively, through 
which said road passee; and the United States shall not thereaf- 
ter be subject to any expense in relation to said road.” 

By ths it will be seen that it was expre:sly in- 
tended that the Federal Government should nit be 
subject thereafier to any expenses in ielat on to this 
road; and here it is to te remarked, that if genue- 
men put the appropriation on the ground of con- 
tract, they must take the whole contract, as indi- 
cated at different times, and not a pari of it. 

But I proceed now to show, on the authority of 
documentary evidence, that this trast fund, thus set 
aside by the first acts which have been referred to, 
has been exhausted more than five times over. With 

this view, I will read the estimates of the amount 
expended on the road, as reported to this Howse, in 
document No. 350, trom the Treasury Department, 
April 23, 1838: : 
Ist. The aggregate amount of the three per cent. 
fond actually paid to the States of Ohio, Indiana, 

Ilinois, and Mis-souri, is - - $1,459,467 28 


f Cumderland Road—Mr. Pickens. 


This is the three-fifths of the five 
per cent. fund. 

Aggregate amount of two-fifths of 
nve per cent 


972,978 20 


Aggregate amount of the five pet 
cent. 


2,432,445 48 

This, then, is the whole of the trust Sund,so far 
as the land is sold. Let us now see what has ac- 
tually been expended at different times upon this 
road, The same 


document will show what has ; 


been appropriated for the Cumberland road, iis ` 


continuance, repairs, &c. to the 31st of December, 
1837: 
For the Camberland road, east of the 

Ohio $1,657,325 20 
For the repairs of the Cumberland 

road, east of the Ohio 


1,126,686 82 


$2,784,012 02 


| For the Cumberland road in Ohio - 1,943,461 95 


For the Cumberland road in Indiana 985,000 00 
For the Cumberland roadin Illinois 596,000 00 

| For the survey of the road from 
Wheeling to the Mississippi - 10,265 85 


Aggregate amount appropriated for 
the Cumterland road 
Aggregate amount ot two-fifths of 
5 per cent on the nett proceeds of 
land sod in Ohio, Indiana, llli- 
nois, and Mis:ouri, up to the 31st 
of December, 1838 


Difference between the two aggre- 
` gates - - $5,345,761 62 
Thus, sir, from the documznts, it appears that 
$4,972,978 20 is the trust fund of the two per cent. 
set aside, according to the acts of 1803 and 1806, 
by which this Government was made a trustee for 
the faithful administration of the same. And I 
have shown you that the fund has been exhausted, 
and more than exhaus‘e.!, by $5,345,761 62. With 
what face, then, can gentlemen now call upon 
us to appropriate again, at this time, $450,000, 
and claim it as due trom the trust fund? li can- 
not be maintamed. Let us now see what lands re- 
main yet to be suld in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Missoun, to which the Ind.an title has been extin- 


guished, excluding the lands which have been sold ; 


and otherwise appropriated: 
1. In Ohio 

2. In Indiana 
3. In Ilinois 
4. In Missouri - 


2,150,588.07 acres, 
5,629 093.90 “ 

21,123,161. 64 
33,497,055.77 
Aggregate - * 62,399,899.38 

I think I can show (if it were necessary row) 
that our pubiic lands heretofore have not yielded 
more than twenty-eight sents per acre to the public 
Treasury. if we deductall expenses, extingui-h- 
ment of Indian titles, purchases made by trea- 
ties, donations, &c. But suppose that the above 
sixty-two millions of acres (much of which is 
refuse Jand:) should hereafter yield one dollar 
nett per acre, then ths would give us about 
$62,000,000; and calculate the 2 per cent. fund 
out of this, and it would be $1,240,000; and the 
whole 5 per cent. fund weu'd be but $3,100,000. 
Yet I have shown you, that we have already ex- 
pended $5,345,761 62 more than the 2 per cent. 
fund now paid in; and a'l that, in any probability, 
can ceme in hereafter, is $1,240,000. But take the 
whole 5 per cent. from lands yet to be sold, and, 
probably, it will be less than $3,100,000; which, 
taken from the $5,245,761 62 already in excess, wiil 


still leave a balance in favor of this Government ; 


of $2,245,761 62. Juding from the past, how- 
ever, it may be safely calculated that the public 
lands to be sold, will not yield half the som esti- 
mated above, which, of course would reduce the 5 
per cent. estimate in like manner. Thus, I trust, 
I have forever put to rest this flimsy pretext, as to 


the famous two per cent fund; and that no o.e will | 


ever again urge upon us this appropriation from 
the obligations of a special contract. The gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. Howarp] was too good a 
lawyer to rest upon this; he well knew that he 


46,318,739 82 `| 


n estimated. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Feb. 1840. 
H. of Reps. 


could not carry this appropriation upon any prin- 
ciple of law or equity connected with the 2 per cent. 
fund. He did net rest it entirely upon this, but 
took higher grounds of rational interest and expe- 
diency connected with our pub'ic policy. 

As for my own part, rather than to be harasced 
here year after year, as we are, for specific appro- 
priations for this object, to be made out of the Na- 
tional Treasury, and thus making every thing sub- 
serve local interests, I would prefer at once, if we 
are to be compel'ed to carry on this work, that we 
should give to each of the States absolu‘ely five 
cut of every 105 sections of land unsold for their 
own disposal, provided we were never to be asked 


| for an appropriation again upon this subject. 


Do you suppose that the men who, in the years 


` 1802, 1803, and 1806. passed the first acts to which 


I have referied, could have contemp‘ated that six 
millions of dollars were to be drawn trom the 


` Treasury in the short space of thirty-three years for 


this object? They would have hesitated lung before 
they would have set a p ecrdent which is now ap- 
peale.l 1a as having the authority of law. The fi st 
appropria ion, as I have shown, was $30,000; and 
that sum, no doubt, was thought to be considera- 
ble, because we then enjoyed the b'essings of an 
economical Government. But they would not 
have passed it if they had supposed that, to this 
amount, they were to add the sum laid down in 
the estimates upon our tab’es, and by which it will 


` be seen that a sum approaching to eight millions of 
: dollars, over and above the amounts a'ready appro- 
i priated, will be required to finish this road to Jef- 
972,978 20 | 


fer on, in Missouri. It will appear from the re- 
port from the War Department, c*mmunicated to 
the Senate 27th January, 1840, No. 122, that the 


wry 


_ estimated cost for the completion of the Cumbe:- 
| land read hereafter, over a'l expenses heretofore, 


is as follows: in Ohio, $638,166 26; in Indiana, 
$3,144,250 21; in Illinois, $2.448,833 52; in Mis- 


; soari, $1 664,790 45; and the total estimated cost 


is $7,896,045 44. Are we prepared for this heavy 
expenditure? This amount, added to what has 
already been expended, will make $14,214,785 26. 
Do you suppose that the framers of these first 
laws would have been prepared to meet such ex- 
travagant drafts out of the public fands? Were 
they prepared to set such a precedent by appropri- 
ating at first only $30,000; which appropriation 
they specially guarded by declaring that the 
amount should be paid out of the two per cent. 
fund? Would they have suffered themselves thus 
to be drawn into a measure which was to lay the 
foundation for such heavy appropriations? And it 
is to be remembered that the sum of seven mil- 
lions eight hundred thousand dollars here men- 
toned, is only the estimate. We all know the 
character of thes? estimates—that they are the 


| mere theoretical estimates of gentl men in their 
: bureaus—but come to the actual amount and you 


wii] find it to be nearer sixteen millions than eigh'; 


: for, in every such estimate, the amounts actually 
` called for exceed almost double the amount first 


i| tution? 


Well may the gentleman from Indi-. 
ana [Mr. Howarp] speak of this as a magnificent 


enterprise. Weil may the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Horrman] call it the Appian 
way. lt may be the App'an way; it may bea 


magnificent enterprite—but whois to pay for u? Is 
it an enterprise within the provisions of the Consti- 
Is it an enterprise within the limits of a 
Repatlican and economical Government, involv- 
ing, as it dees, in all human probability, appro- 
priations to the amonnt of twenty or thirty millions 
of dollars? And if the gentleman from Indiana is 
right in the bright prospects which he drew of the 
future; if that read is finally to lead, as he says, to 
the shores of the Pacific, then two hundred millions 
of dollarswill not cover the expenditures. And 
this is the species of argument which is employed 
to induce a Republican Government to adopt mea- 
sures ‘hat are to involve the country in such enor- 
mous extravagance!! It may be an Appian way, 


; as the gentleman from New York says, but I 


would remind him that the Appian way which led 

from Rome to Brundusium, became the great high- 
way ofemperors who marched along it, waving the 
imperial eagles over prostrate slaves and an oppressed 
and ruined country. Is the Appian way to be cited 
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here as an example to us? First go and make your 
Government.as splendid and despotic as that of 
imperial Rome became in the progress of time. 
What was it that broke down republican Rome? 
It was this very system of partial, unjust, and cor- 
rupting legislation; a system in which conquering 
generals brought back spuils from sacked cities 
and devastated provinces, to be divided among 
“Roman cilizens,” and to pamper an arrogant and 
agrarian people. ; 
That was the cause of the downfall of Rome—it 
struck a deep blow at her purity and freed: m. 
And when the gentleman asks us to follow exam- 
ples of that kind, let him first go the banks of the 
Ohio and the Mississ'pp: and establish granaries for 
the collecticn of public eorn, that it may be given 
to the people. Let him spread out his banner and 
cali upon his followers to come in and divide the 
plunder. Make this Government what Rome was, 
agrarian in all its principles, and bring the country 


down to the same of ruin, corruption, and prc stra- | 


tion, which characterzed the Roman republic. 
You may make this Appian way—you may make 
ths great Government :oad, bat it will be a road 
that will pass through the very vials of the Con- 
stitution. I say, you may make sucha road; you 
may make another in the South, and another in 
the North, and you may call them by what names 
you choose; but rest assured, that the pr.nciple 
upon which you act strikes at that equal justice 
whict: should ever be the basis of arepubic. It 
not only strikes at that, kut at the Unioncf these 
Btates. There can be no permanent union excep! 
by generating those kind and cordial f: elings be- 
tween the various sections of this confederacy, 
which can alore resu't fiom a Government dis- 
pensing equal ‘benefits and equal burdens. Y. u can- 
not preserve twenty-six independent States in 
union, unless by means of a Government which 
does actually dispense equal bnrdene and equal 
favors. And when it is supposed that we oppose 
such apprepriations from mere sectional prejudices, 
‘injusuce is done to the people of that persecuted 
Tegion which stretches trom the Patapsco to the 
Mississippi, and which has been denounced as 
RYE sectional in its views of public policy. 

say it is unjust to that people. In taking the 


ground which they have taken inorposition to- 


such measures, they have p'anted themselves on the 
great principle of the Constituton, and sound na- 
tional policy. They ask that your Government shall 
be equal. They do not come ani ask at your 
hands favor or bounty; they ask for a Govern- 
ment that may be just and forbearing in peace, so 
that it may be strong in war, because strong in the 
affections of a devoted and loyal people. These 
views are no Southern views alone, but views af- 
fecting deeply the permanent liberties of a Republi- 
can people every where, in the North and the South, 
in the East and the West. We do not ask fer par- 
ticular favors or appropriations to us. Yet we are 
denounced as sectional, because Southern in‘erests 
are spoken of, Bat let us reflect what these South- 
ern interests are. All that we ask is a strict con- 
struction of the Constitation as it regards a} por- 
tions ot the Union, and that the local interess of 
all may remain untouched by Federal legislation. 
We desire that nothing shall embarrass the free in- 
ternal intercourse of the States, and that no sec- 
tional mterests may b2 touched so as to disturb 
their harmony. We ask that the Government shall 
be exte:nal iu its operations, conducting our inter- 
course with foreign nations so as to command their 
Tesrect and ‘regard. Toese, sir, maybe Southern 
views, but they are views which I hoe are not 
eonfined to us alone, for they justly belong to a 
free Republican people in every portion cf this 
Union, who are intcrested in preserving our Go- 
veratyent what it was designed to bé—a Govern- 
ment of limited powers, all to be exerc'sed for the 
benefit of equal and independent States. i 
This may beany thing bat a national view; but 
T tell the gentleman ftom Indiana, that the speech 
which he has made on this occasion, will hereafter 
de held up to him as containing docirines by which 
it is p:oposed fo set up precedents as law; and, in 
his own language, the miere “beaten track of lezis- 
lation,” as the Constitution’ of the land. I warn 
the gentleman that it will be ‘so; and that it is re- 
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served for him, if he expects to remain a Republi- 
can, to realze the profound wisdom of that wise 
man, who exclaimed “Oh, that m ne enemy would 
wrile a book! To say the least of it, sir, the gen- 
tleman can never again lay claim to ihe title of a 
strict construc'ionist. 

Mr. ‘Speaker, I was rejoiced to hear the remarks 
which f li the other day from the gentleman from 
Maine, (Mr. Parris,] and if proof were wanting 
that this is not a proposition which the South a'one 
opposes, and that our opposition does not rest upon 
exclusive setlional feelings, we may find it in the 
arzument which that gentleman made. He comes 
irom the extreme North; and I listened to him as 
if it were to the voice of one from the tomb of the 
Constitution, proclaiming its life and regeneration, 
in regions where it has been permitted too long to 
slumber uncheri>hed and unnoticed. I return tre 
gentleman my most cerdial thanks. He has placed 
this question where it ought to be placed, on the 
great principles of the Constitution, and he has 
shown that the North as well as the Scuh wers 
deeply interested in main‘aining a limited’as well 
as an economical Government. : 

The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Howarp] 
spoke cf making this a National Government. I 
snould be glad to know what the gent!}man means 
by a Nutional Gvernment. If by the term he 
means that d screiion which wauld give a majority 
in Congress the right and power, under the broad 
Shield of ‘the general welfare,” to which he had al- 

luded, to make appropriotions of money for any and 
every object that a majority may decide to be with- 
in the scope of the general welfare then itis pre- 


; cisely the doctrine of Alexander Hamilton, ant 
; comes within the range of those vast constructive 
powers advanced by Chief Justice Marshali—a |: 
man whose name is rever to be mentioned save in | 

| Uself has two express 1m tations 1pon this very 


profound respect and veneration for the purity of 
his character, and the simals digni'y an] power of 
hisintellect. Let us see what is meant by the term 
“general wel are.” 

Uhe word is first used in the preamble to the 


Constitution, thus: 

“We. the people of the United States, in order to fom amore 
perfect Union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, 
provide for the common defence, promote the general wel- 


‘ fare,” and so forth. 


We next find the term in the clause which de- 
clares that 

“Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
imposts, and excises, to pay the debts, and provide for the com- 
mon defence and general welfare of the United States.” 

It is very ctear that ihe term, thus nsed and 
twice repeated, was designed as a mere declaration 
of extreme caution, and that the true intent and 
meaning of thos: who used it was, that it should 
be a limitation to the apparently absclute and un- 
controlled power givea in the same claure “to lay 
and collect taxes; that ‘hey should not use this 
power wantonly or in caprice, but shou!d strictly 
consult the “general welfare,” and carry out the 
same only by cenfining i's fu'l exercise to objects 
specially enumerated in thatiustrument, and which 
are thereby delared to be nationa’; thatit was not 
interded to app!y to s2ctional! objects er local ine- 
rests in any particular State, but to those great na- 
tional obj-cts which were specially declared by 
grants of power to be within the jurisdiction of the 
Government. It is not contended but that the 
Governament is one of m ted powers, and that the 
Constitution is intendet to define those powers. 
The gentleman [Mr. Howarp] claims that the 
Government should be national—I say so too. 
But it is national only on those objects speciñ- 


caly defined and granted in the Constitaticn. By 


merely assum:ng that it is national, you cannot 
effect objects not enumerate), or es eat ally nece?- 
sary to those that ‘are. Th2 convention has pre- 
cisely defined the objects or powers that are na- 
tiona', and Congress sure!y cannot le ally u-der- 
tyke to dec'a’e that ve shall also be na ional fer 
o'her pu-pores. To do so is to do nothing more 
nor less than claim, that Congress shall set up its 
own discretion as to the obje:'s cf “general wel- 


fare,” instead of confining its action to the specifie, 


enumerated powers of the Consi'uticva itself. If 


_the “general welfare” be the only limitation to the 


diseretion of Congress, why, then, any enumera- 
tioii -of powers at all? All power was at once 
given, andthe judgment of Congress was thereby 


. from individuals ins'ead of States. 


d-clarcd to be the Constitution of the land. “What 
right have we to set aside the judgment of the 
convention? They chore, by enumerating the 
powers, to show what were intended to be nat:onal 
object; and the very enumeration exc utes the 
itea of legistation upon objects not enumerated. 
The taxing power is what gave vitality to ihe Con- 
stitution. Under the Confederation, Congress had 
power to collect revenues from tie States, and not 
from the people of the States. The great object 
of the Constitution was 10 change this power, so 
as to enab'e this Government to collect directly 
Congress may 
have power to “lay and collect taxes” for the 
“general welfare,” as intended to be defined by the 
enumerated grants; but it can only appropriate 
money thus raised open the spesifis objects defined 
by the instrament itseif. It was wisely agreed 
upon in convent:on, that the subjects for ‘egis!ative 
action should be specifically settled. Discretion in 
the powers of Government, whether m one or 
many, is the law of tyrants. In all civilized ecun- 
tres, the hne which limits the power of Govern- 
ment, is the line that defines enlightened liberry, 
But the power to make the-e appropriations has 
has been claimed under that clause in tLe Cons itu- 
tion which declares that Congress -hall have power 
“to regulate commerce with foreign natien-, and 
among the several States, and with [ndian tribes.” 
Let us examine this fora moment. At first it would 
stem to be-a gereral and ab:olute grant of power; 
but when we reflect as to its natu e. we fiad it is 
not such. It does not say that Congress shall 
have power to regulate commerce, bu: “commerce 
“with foreign na‘ions.”” The other pari of the clause, 
“and among the several States,” woud seem ako 
to be absolute and uncontrolled; but this is net the 
fact: for I will denonstrate that the instrument 


power. F'rt, in section 9, it is said, ‘Sno tax or 
duty shall be laid on aiticies exported from any 
State,” and “no prefererce shail te given by any 
regulation of commerce or revenue to the ports of 
one State over this cf another; nor shall vessels 
bound to or fron one State he obliged to enter, 
clear, or pay duties, in ano'her.” Now itis c'ear, 
that that which at first appeared to be ab-olure, is 
positively a restricted.and limited power; and the 
wisdom of the iustrament can only be app:eciated 
by reading all the parts, and blending them in har- 
mony. The who'e scope and meaning of the 
clause were, that there should be free and. unre- 
stric’ed com nerce between the S'a'es. It was a 
limitation upon the power.ef this Government, 
and in favor of perfect freedom in trade, and run- 
ning in the same spirit with that clause which de- 
Clares that “the ciizens of each State shall be 
entitled to all the privileges and immutities of 
citizens in the several Sta es.” Ifa State were to 
monopolize, as a Sate, any branch of tiade, so 
as to appropriate it to herself under restrictions 


‘| Operating upon ot ets, thenfCong-eas would have 
| power to regulate snech “commerce.” For instance, 


if Virginia were to monopoliz: for berself the to- 
bacco trade; or if Pennsyivania we.e to moncpo- 
lze her ccal mines and control their. expor a‘ioas, 
theh the power of Congress would attach. Ba¥ 
ter, trade, intercommunication between citizens af 
d:fferent States, were intended tote frre and un- 
embarrassed. Commerce, as a pukle matter be- 
tween State and State, might be regulated; dat 
trade priva’e, bziween individual and individual, 
was to be beyond the’ interference cf Congress. 
Yet, under this general power, having a plain and 
palpable object, it is claimed to create works of in- 
ternal improvement. Under the limitei power “to 
regulate commerce wit) foreign nations and among 
the several States,” you claim a separate, positive, 
and substantive power. That which is clearly an 
independent power, youclaim as incidental. Un- 
‘der the power to “regulate” one thing, you claim 
the power to create another. Regulation of com- 
merce does not give the power io create commerce 
cr desiroy commerce. To demand: that Govern- 
ment shall create internal improvements, and force 
commeice upon tnem, under the power to regulate 
commerce, is the same thing as to claim that Go- 
vernment shall build our steamboats and ships, to 
transport our produce across the Atlantic. If you 
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can do the thing in the one case, you can in the 
other. Itis the same thing, as to power. 

I know that this appropriation has been claimed 
under the inducement to favor commerce, and the 
power maintained under the clause to which I have 
referred. 


projected tnis national road had two great objects 
in view: the first was, to promote commerce be- 
tween the States—to promote union and inter- 
course; the second was, national defence, and the 
protection of our remote and frontier settlements, 
which were subject to imminent danger. These, I 
say, were the great objects which in fuced Congress 
to make the first appropriations. 
to gentlemen, whether the citcumsiances of the 
ccuntry are not so entire:y changed, as to render 
these great intentions no longer ot weight. What 
was the Situation of the West in the year 1803? It 
was comparatively an unknown region; a region 
surrounded by Indian tribes, and in imminent dan- 
ger of invasion from Great Britain. They then 
looked to the old States for protection and defence. 
Bat is such the state of things now? The Western 
country, which at that time was an infant coicny, 
has now sprung up into national exis'ence; and 
the talented gentleman from Indiana, spoke to us 
of the day, when they of the West would dictate 
their own terms to this Union; when they would have 
command of this, and of all other great questions 
affecting the condition and welfare of the Repub- 
lic. And is it right for us now to say, that this ap- 
propriation isto he make to keep up the defence 
and protecticn of the West? Suppose a war weie 
to break out with Great Britain to-morrow. Tae 
first tocsin that sounded would proclaim the Cana- 


das emancipated from colonial vassalage. Could we | 


be invaded through that section? Have we not al- 


ready a yeomanry force settled on the Obio and the | 


Mississippi, capable of meeting the legions of 
England without any assi tance from us? Do 
they ask this 
colony, just in the first stages of its settlemeni? 
That great Northwestern Territory, which in the 
year 1802 had fess than ose hundred thousand 
peop'e, bas now nearly three millions; a popula- 
tion equal to that of the whole Union, at the 
commencement of the Revolution. And for 
them now to come and claim an appropriatien, un- 
der the origional objeets of the first grant, reminds 
me of a full-grown boy, ju-t stepping into man- 
hood, with 1uddy cheeks and joyous eye, 


draw miik from his mothet’s exbausted breast. 
Such is the state of things. The reason for the ori- 
ginal apprepriation exists n2 longer. Instead of 
being weak, powerles:, subject to invasion, the peo- 


Bat has not the day passed, when such | 
an argument can have weigh'? Those who first | 


Now, I submit | 


as an appropriation to a weak, infant | 
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asking to | 
be dandled on his mcther’s kuee, and whining to ' 


| think that what they have paid for land is 
' tax. 
' they receive nothing in return? Have we not given 


ple of the West come here now, and through their _ 
Representatives tell you, that after ihe next census, — 


they will defy your power and trample upon your 
authority: that they will do it by force of law, and 
the triumphant power of numbers. 

Is this appropriation to be made for the purpcse 
of facilitating commerce? What was the stale of 
the country ia the years 1802, 1803, and 1806? 
They were then a scattered, weak, and remote peo- 
pie, with no means of cemmunication. They had 
not felt the glorious and quickening influences of 
the nob’e invention of steam power—that power 
which has given life, and wealth, and greatness, to 
a slumbering wilderness, and for the blessings of 
which, Ohiu, Illinois, Indiana, Mississippi, Ken- 
tucky, and Tennessee, ought to erect a monument 
toits inventor. Yes, sir! Columbus may have 
discovered a continent, but the genius of Rumsey 
has made it a fit inheritance for freemen. They 
ought toraise a monument to his memory at the 
junction of the Ohio and Mississippi, before which, 
al who pass might bow with respect, in remem- 


brance of the man who subdued the mother of | 


- waters. 

It is said of an ancient king, that surrounded as 
he was by servility ani flattery, and as if to illos- 
trate its a‘lusion, he atiempted to chain the ocean, 
and said to the waters, “Thus far shalt thou come, 

-and no farther.” Wain and idle as this was, in the 
days of mere physica! power, yet, sir, we have 
literally seep, in our day, the genius of man giving 
to the world an invention by which intellect has 


ai 


' yet the appropriation is claimed to facilitate com- 


| limit over i's citizens. 
; and exempt from taxes, 
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more than theoretical; and, therefore, the pcsiuon 
assumed that we are bound to appropriate this mo- 
ney, because we have crippled the resources of 
these States, cannot be maintained. It is idle to 
talk of our cramping the resources of States that 
have outstripped the Atlant.c frontier; that are al- 
most able to purchase out their richest Atlantic sis- 
ters. Sir, there is no justice in demanding this ap- 
propriation. 

I proceed now, Mr. Speaker, to present a few 
views upon this question, considered merely as a 
fiscal question, and with reference to the resources 
of the country at the present time. According to 
the estimates received from the Treasury Depait- 
ment, it wiil be seen that our resources for the 
next year will probably amount to about twenty- 
iwo millions of dollars; and, asa part of this esti- 
mate, we must teke into the calculation a debt of 
about two and a balf millions that will be due from 
the Bavk of the United States, and about one mil- 
lion due from the deposite banks. And then we have 
the estimate of what appropriations are necessary, 
and from which it will be seen that, with very 
great prudence and economy, we will be barely able 
to meet just demands upon the Treasury. I doubt 
whether the income wiil not be, in fact, short of 
the demands. Now, I putit to those who bave 
rallied themselves upon the late able message of 
the President in favor of economy and retrench- 
ment—I put it to them, whether it is proper, under 
the existing circumstances and embarrassments of 
the country, i 


been made to triumph over the waves of the ocean 
and the winds of keaven. 

It is that invention which has changed the whole 
commerces of the Wcs ; which has brought into ex- 
istence, as it were, a nation from the wilderness, 
and quickened it with sudden life and vigor. We 
have seen State after Siate spring into existence, as 
powerful and perfect as cne divinity sprung from 
the brain of ano her, in ancient days. And yet 
they come in and claim th's appropriation, for the 
purpose of facilitating commerce ! and tell us that 
if we do not grant it, they will be deprived of the 
advantages to which they are entitled, and will be 
crippled in their resources! Sir, you might as 
we.l attempt to bind down the lion in his suength, 
by throwing cobwebs over his mane, as to cripple 
the energies of the West. The journey from Pitts- 
burg to to New Orleans may be performed in as 
many days, under the operation of the steam 
power, as, in the year 1806, it took months. And 


Look for a moment at the map of this 
country. On one side you have the Ohio, running 
for 500 miles paralle: to this road; and on the other 
yoa have those great inland seas, furnishing on 
both sides the finest commercial intercovse 0' any 
inland country upon the face of the globe. What 
more can be done? The puny ¢ffurts of this Go- 
vernment sink into contempt before the majestic 
works that nature herself has thrown around 
this magnificent coun'ry. If you must do some- 
thing, do it for a country that needs your ap- 
propria'ion. S'r, the great objects for which 
this appropriation was originally made, of faci- 
jitating commerce, binding the Union, and 
for the purposes of defence, no longer exist. 
If the Congress of 1806 had goed inducements to 
make these appropriations, the Congress of 1840 
have none; and itis the height of folly and of mad- 
ness to continue to make appropriations originally 
based on a different state of circumstances in the 
country, when the whole country itself has 
chang.d. Does Obio, or Indiana, or Illinois, ask 
this appropriation because the Government has 
bren a hard parent to them, or because we have 
neglected their interests? We have given them the 
richest soil on the globe for little or nothing— 
cheaper than it could be purchased in any part of 
the civilized world. We have given them all the 
fostering care of a kind and indulgent Government. 
I know nothing that they have asked which we 
have ever refused; and yet they come and demand 
these extra appropriations. I kaow they seem to 
a naked 
Has it been a tax wrung from lato? Do 


merce! 


to voie an appropriation ot four hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars lor this road? I put 
it to them, whether it is proper to vote this amount, 
with the certainty that you must either borrow 
money or issue Treasury notes? Is the contry pre- 
pared fer this? Where will you borrow money? 
How will you raise the funds? It is reported that 
there is a universal derangement, a general pres- 
sure, in the money market, from one end of the 
country to the other; and I take it fur granted, that 
the idea is not to be entertained that the Govera- 
ment is to borrow money to meet its exigencies. 
Well, are yau prepared to issue Treasury notes? 
Here let me say that, last session, I voted against 
the issue of these notes. Idid so on the ground of 
expediency; not because l had constitutional ob- 
jections against the measure, but because I regard- 
ed it asa dangerous precedent, and because is 
tendency was to profligacy in expenditares. There 
ought never to be an issue of such notes, except it 
be upon ASCERTAINED FUNDS, belonging to the 
Treasury, but not immediately available at the 
then, to be done under extreme caution and guards, 
and only when absolutely necessary. The Govern- 
ment has, undoubtedly, a right to borrow, and to 
use the form of Treasury notes instead of bonds. 
moment, although certain ata fu'ure time. It ought, 
But when gentlemen come and ask me lo vole 
four hundred and fifty thousand dollars for an object 
which I believe to be beyond the Constitution, and 
unnecessary, and with the cerlainty that, according 
to the estimates on our table, we will be called upon 
to appropria:e nearly eight millions more to the same 
object, 1, for one, raise my protest against it; and 
when gentlemen shall ask me to give them support 
for Treasury notes, I say to them, that, if they pass 
such appropriations as this, I will trample upoy 
the tes of pariy with centempt, and refuse ma 
vo'e. I know my daty to the country and to my 
constituen's better than to submit to the sympathies 
of party, so far as to give my vote for an issue of 
Treasury noies to meet appropriations which are 
both unconstitutional and unnecessary. Are gen- 
tlemen prepared to make such disbursements at 
present? [tis probable that the income of the first 
two quarters of the year wll fall behind, and that 
the Treasury will not be able to meet the appro- 
priate and necessary demands upon it. I very 
much believe tbis may be the case; and I believe 
that the income of the last two quarters, with pro- 
per care, will rather exceed the necessary expendi- 
tares: that isto say, it Congress is prepared to 
came down to economical and necessary ex7endi- 
tures only. And if a Treasury note bill is intro- 
duced here with a view to render these. expendi- 
tures commensurate with the income, and to e ua- 
lize the demands with the revenues for the whole 

year, and with that view ozly, placing out of sight 


them a full equivalen‘? Is the purchase of property 
a tax? Have we not given them a quid pro quo? Is 
there a man among them who will now sell bis land 
fur the price at which he bought i? , 

Now it 1s said that we have forbidden these 
States to tax oar lands within their seve'al limits, 
and for five years after their purchase from Go- 
vernment. ‘This was done at the selicitation of the 
States themselves, because it was supposed that it 
wou'd ho'd out additional inducements to emigra- 
tion and settlement, to be exempt from taxes; and 
what was supposed to be for their interests, is now 
said to affect their reeources. 1 will repeal the ex- 
emption to-morrow, if they will take it as an equi- 
valent. The true sesources of a State consist in 
the income of its citizens—in their capacity to meet 
public demands upon that income. It is popula- 
tion, labor, income, that give true resources to a 
Siate. : 

The taxing power of the State extends without 
If they have cheap lands, 
their income ought to be 
greater. The aggregate income of the people of 
Obio constitutes the true resources of the State 
And, as far es capacity to bear taxation is con- 
cerned, these new States have as complete pewer 
and as great resoutces, according to their popula- 
tion, as has the States of Kentuc'y, Tennessee, or 
any other State in the Union. Their capacity to 
raise taxes is in exact proportion to their income 
and the number of their citizens. This objeciicn, 
then, that we have forbidden the exercise of the 
power cf taxation over our own lands, is nothing 


Feb. 1840. 
26TH CONG... LET Sess. 


Cumberlund Road—Mr. Pickens. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


171 
H. of Reps. 


all unnecessary or uncons:tational appropriati ns, 
I might, under the necessity of the case, g:ve such 
a bili mv support But pa-s such appropriatiens 
as these, sir—pass appropriations in the teeth of 
the Constitution, and of the pressing interests of the 
country, and that, too, ata ume when we are so 
deeply embarrassed—embarrassed as individuals— 
- embarrassed as States—embarrassed as a national 
Government—and I pronounce it here, as I will do 
every where, the height of profligacy, madness, and 
tyranny. ; 
Sir, I confess that some of the remarks which 
feli from the able gentleman fiom Indiana [Mr. 
Howarp.] made my blood run warm. I confess 
that I felta deeper emotion of the beart, when he 
spoke of the rising strength of the West—of the 
numbers they wou'd include under the next census; 
when he spoke of their power and ascendency; 
and when he said that they would “remember 
their friends, and visit their enemies.” Sir, this 
remark of the gentleman may have been full of 
Christian charity and forgiveness; but if it was, it 
created difterent feelings ia my bosom. I felt that 
the gen'leman had arrayed these increasing num- 
. bers on cne side, to show to the ambitious and 
the aspiring of this House, the temptations which 
layin the future. The people of tle West would 
‘*rememter their friends, and visit their enemies!” 
Sir, I know not bow I am to be visited. I know 
not whether Iam to be viewed as a f:iend or an 
enemy; but I know my duty to the Constiintion; I 
know my devotion to the gieit interests of the 
country—not tə the interests of a pasticnlar sec- 
tion, or of a few Siates—but to the interests of 
the whole country; and, knowing my duty, 
the language of the genileman has neither terror 
nor temptatiin for me. I have no aspiration 
h'gher than that of a conscieitious discharge of 
my duty to tle Constitution; and I know of no temp- 
tation, either from power on the one hand or 
flattery on the other, which can ever swerve me from 
the direct path of honor and independence. I have 
opposed this appropriation because it is unneces- 
sary, particu'arly in the present emergency of the 
country; anl] because the great objects which in- 
duced Congress originally to make the appropria- 
tion, exist no longer. It's inexpedient, because it 
will array against each cther sectional interests and 
feelings. 1 «ppose it, tecause I believe that the 
Constitution of ourcountry breathes forth a spirit of 
jost forbearance and equality; and that it was prin- 
c'pally intended to give us protection and defence 
against foreign entmies, and not to create strug- 
gles and contes's fur particular internal works, 
either in one section or the other. I am aware 
that these views may te regarded as “narrow, con- 
tracted,” and, once more to repeat the classical 
Janguage of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Ma- 
son,] ‘niggardly;” bat they are the views which I 
have teen taught from the book of the Constitu- 
tion itself—from the history of the convention 
which framed it, and from what I believe to be the 
trae, the solid, the permanent interests of all parts 
of the Confederacy. 

The gentleman frem Indiana [Mr. Howard] 
asked, significantly, why appropriaticns are const - 
tutional on the At antic frontier, and not in the 
iaterioi? Ido not exactly know what class of ap- 
propriations the gent'eman may refer to; but if he 
alludes to that pr. fligate class embraced under the 
general “harbor bili,” by which Congress has ap- 
propr:ated money under the power to regniate 
commerce where none existed, but to make and 
create commerce, I held all such to be against the 
grniùs of the Constitution, a gross and profligate 
ferversicn. Itis a fraudulent perversion of the 
Tsterhal improvement power to make such appro- 
Priations ander a bill nom‘nally for harbors. Since 
the famous veto on the Maysville road bill, appro- 
priations for internal improvement have taken that: 
direction; bit if the true intention is to protect and 
“regulate” our commerce, where commerce exists, 
then such objects cethe direc? wi-hin the p:ovi- 

< sicn of the Constitation, which decla:es that “Con- 
` gress shall have power to regulate commerce with 
- fore'gn nations.” The: reryersion of this power, 
of late years, has produced:-apprepriations to dig 
out and make harbors where there were no 
towns and no commerce, and where natnre. 


| 


never intended there shoul be any. 

tect a harbor connected w.th national 
is a different thiig from this. But the gentleman 
asks why appropriatons “are constitutional 
upon sa't water and not upon fresh?” I will tell 
the gentleman: it may be because they are con- 
nected with the national defence of tae country. 
It is upon salt water that we are to be attacked. 
Tae next great contest that is to come—and I be- 
lieve it will come, sooner or later—will be decided 
on the ocean, and decided, tco, by steam power. 
Bul appropriations, under existing circumstances, 
considering the great change in the world, and the 


To pro- 
defence 


prospect of almosta total ehange in modern war- | 


tare, even to fortifications, which, in the years 
1816, 1818, and 1820, were deemed necessary and 
proper, I consider, at present, useless and inexpe- 
dient. Appropriations for fortifications at leading 


points, where they may be necessary for the pro- 


tection of the navy, I entrely approve of; these, 
however, ought to be confined to a few great 
points. Naval power, connected with steam, will 
hereafter decide the fate of empire among civilized 
nations. Appropriations to protect commerce, to 
prevent the invasion of territory, to defend those 
places where our battle are to be fought; all these 
things are included under a general class of appro- 
priations for national defence. But the interior 
West des not require such appraptiations. And 
why? Because, by the b'essings of Nature, they 
are removed from all danger of invasion; they in- 
habit a country remote from any foreign nation. 
Tht day is passed when Great Britain is to invade 
us successfully through the lakes. If, unfortu- 
nately, a rupture should ever take place between 
us, Canada could never be retained in colonial sub- 
jegat on. 

There is a bold and hardy population on the lake 
frontier always capable of defending i'self from 
the remote possibility of any- impotent invasion. 
They are not in a situation to be attacked. But if 


į our country is to be invaded, it will be either in 


the Northeast or the Southwest. It will be in 
the gulf of Mexico or in some part of the Southern 
Atlantic, that you will be called upon to defend the 
honor and rights of the country. ‘There your coast 
is extensive and unprotected, and open to the inter- 
course of the world. Toere your commerce is 
lichest and presents the greates! temptations to in- 
vasion. ppropriations upon such points are 
strictly national, under enumerated grants of power 
in the Constitution. And bere lies the reason why 


appropriations are constitutional in one case, and || 


not so for roads or canals in the interior. Surely 


the peope of the interior West want no appro- | 


priations for their defence, excspt upon the Indian 
frontier. 

I know that their proud spirit and independence 
would repudiate the idea of asking any thing -for 
protection. Do they want a gratuity—a bounty? 
Are appropriations claimed for the States of Onio, 


Indiana, a! d Illinois, because we have been an un- | 
kiad and hard parent to them, and they need ap- | 


priations? 
Go and see what ycu have done for Kentucky. 


How was she settled? By the hardy ente:prise and 


courage of her own citizens, who went on “ccn- 
quering and to conquer” the wilderness, amid bloud 
and the universal cties of murder. She has made 
herscIf a great State without appropriations from 
this Goverament; and this is one great cause of her 
spirit of independence. She does not come here 
and bend her knee for fator. 

Bot, sir, it is said that Ohio, Indiana, and Ili- 
nois, need this to facilitate commerce and to give 
them national defence! Oa these poin's in what do 


they differ from Kentucky and Tennessee? There || 


is no justice in this system. i 

It may be supposed, Mr. Speaker, that I havea 
particular feelmg of opposition in regard to this 
particular appropriation, The only feeling I have 
towards it is, that it is connected with a system of 
measures—with a precedent, which is hereafter to 
be quoled, as it now is, as beieg a part of the Con- 
stitution—a precedent, upon the strength of whieh 


-eight millions of dollars are hereafter to be asked, 


and: probably eight millions upon that. -You will 
be asked to run the road into Arkansas; you will 
be asked to run it into Louisiana. It will be- 


` 


demanded, as the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
Howarp] intimated yesterday, that it shall ran to 
tne waves of the Pacific, even at the cost of 
$100,000,010 Itis to avert this thing in ils pro- 
gress—it ison account of the future consequences to 
the country, that I enter my protest here. Sir, I 
have no hostility to the particular States interested. 
On the contrary, I am in favorof a measure that 
will redeem that whole region of country from its 
colonial vassalage to this Government. Rather 
than be harassed year after year—rather than have 
the whole system of corrupting patronage which is 
connected with the public lands, through public 
agencies of all kinds, remain as it now is—ratber 
than see such power and patronage wielded under 
Executive influence and dictation, I will vote to 
cede the public lands to the States in which they 
lie, on certain conditions, reserving a portion of the 
nelt proceeds, at least equal to what they have 


; yielded us heretofore, and let the State incur the 


expense of sales, &c. and control all the patronage 
incident to their management—the minimum price 
to be fixed by this Government. I would do this, 
because I anticipate the result which the geatieman 
from Indiana has spoken of, when the overflowing 
population of the West will come here, asking no 
favors, but dictating terms by force of habitual le- 
gislation. Under the existing system, the Ex- 
ecutive chair of this Government is to be put up 
and bid for every four years. The power is to 
be conferred on him who will make the greatest . 
promises to local and sectional} interests; and the re- 
marks of the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
HorrMan] presented to my mind conclusive objec- 
tions against the whole system of Executive influ- 


` ence as connected with internal improvements, and 


other local objects. But this Executive influence 
never can be controlled, if you give to him disburse- 
ments upon sectional interests—if you give to him 
power over local objec's—if, in short, you divert 
the Constitution from the great ends which it was 
intended to sccomplish. Under unjust and illegal 
legi-lation, the Executive becomes omnipotent. All 


! usurpation of power by Congress over and above 


the grants of the Constitution, necessarily accrues, 
in the progress of events, to Executive influence, It 
is that power which your Executive holds over the 
new States which has always sustained him, and 
which will continue to doso as long as a majority 
here vote such appropriations. I would prefer to 
make the Executive independent of these things— 
to place him upon the high grounds of the Consti- 
tution, and to make him toak to the true and solid 
interests of his ‘country. He would then be 
prompted to court fame, rather than power; and it 
is with that view I would vote to-morrow that the 
unsold lands should be ceded to the Sta‘es in which 
they lie. I believe it is a measure that would rege- 
nerate this Government; and I prefer the inde- 
pendence of those States, and the independence and 


; purity of this Government, to any imaginary profit 


which might accrue by a different course. Pesides, 
the Treasury might, under- sach a system, receive 
a greater nett revenue than under the present, with 


: its drawbacks and expenses, : 


Sir, I am not the opponent of the West. I řejo`ce 
ia its true prosperity; but I abhor the idea of 


. dragging here, before us, high minded and brave 


+ your sec ional appropriations, 


men as annual mendicants upon your Treasury: 
it is a subservient spectacle at which my mind re- 
vots. F desire that their interests should be pro- 
moted cn proper principles. Fix upon á compre- 
hensive and enlightened system, compatible - with 
the genius of our institetions, and the interests of 
separate and independent States~not a policy 
saed to the infancy ard weakness of the néw 
States, but suited to their growth, their wealth, aed 
their numbers—a policy which will haimonige -the 
new with the old Stat s, and produce amore për- 
fect and permanent Union—and saéha: system 
shall receive my cordial sapport Cartreated with 

yeur-whole sysiem 
tewards the new States is-epe $f temporary and 
miserable expedients; ~ ksitertdebcy isto enzender 
ill-will, hostility, and: bitter festiag, and is fast de- 
stroying the-equilibriusnmiofthe Confederacy. S'op 
these seetional appropriations, and purue a just 


ands g poliey, and there can te nothinz to re- 


tard the triumphal progress of this Republic to fy- 
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ture greatness and power. 
heart glow with a warmer emotion, when I look 
forward to the day when State after Siate shall rise 
from the unknown regions of the “far West,” and 
add star after star to the banner of our Union. I 
rejvice to ihink of the day when the cottager upon 
the banks cf the Rio Roxo, and the fisherman who 
casts his net even upon the waters of Arabasca, 
shall feel and know that they are brethren—citi- 
zens of one common and united Republic. Sir, when 
that period arrives, we can thea, in truth, say that 
the star of empire casts its blaze westward. Then 
will the American Eagle exuliingly snuff the d s- 
tant Pacific, and take a higher aud a boicer fight, 
with redoubied vigor in his wing and brighter glory 
beaming from his eye. 

But, pursue a contrary system, and you will re- 
duce this people to heari-burnings, hostility, and 
jea-ousy. You never can satisfy them. They w.!! 
leek upon ycu as a hard and clo:e Government, 
and, finally, they will defy your power and tram- 
ple upon your laws. 

Our relations to the new States and Territories 
const.tate our quasi colonial system. 


them, such as the ancient Governments adopied to- 
wards their colomes. Their policy was to settle 


them, to see them prospercus, and to rejoice in | 
their prosperity—to have a fostering care towards :. 
them: not to levy taxes, not tu make hem sources || 


of p-rmanent revenue; but to make them friends 
in perce and allics in war. This was the wice sys- 
tem of antiquity. Modern nations have substituted 
a despotic, avaricious, grinding, and base system, in 


the place of this generous and enlightened policy; ‘| 
and the coasequence has been that Engiand,France, © 


Bpiin, and Portugal, are in a sure way to lose en- 
tirely their colonial possessions, simply beccuse 
they have made them the objects cf taxation, the 
sources of revenue to the moiher country. Ii is 
this waich has deprived them of their coloni: s, and 
which must finally result in a loss of all, wuh en- 
gendered feelings of bitteness and hostil:ty. 

Iam ia favor of pursuing an enlightened and 
generous system, adapted to the condition of the 
Siates, and the palpable and pressing emergencies of a 
rising and powerful country. Be sure, whatever you do, 
to make them friends in peace and allies in war. Any 
other course will be fatal. You will lose more 
than you will gaia. > : 

If the public domain is to be used as an object 
of an eternal revenue, and you are to calculate 


only how much you can force from a reluctant | 


pepe, it is va n to disguise it, you will produce 


ill-wil!, riva'snip, deep aad bitter hatred; and ail i 


the Camberland road, or other roads,which you can 


run from here to the Rocky mountains, will never - 


keep us a united and happy people. 


Mr. Speaker : these views, which I have barely | 
glanced at, when the proper time arr.ves, will give | 
rise to some of the most complicated and beauufal :: : 5 ; 
i but in a form far mo.e plausible and dangerous— | 


an assumption, in effct, by dividing the proceeds of i 


questions of constitutional law that belong to our 
philosophical system of Guvernment I may ad- 
mttkat Virginia constructively holds the freeho!d 
in the unso'd lands northwest of the Ohio. _ I shall 
maintain that she has made this Government a 
trustee of the State, which trast-power is to be ex- 
ercised for the benefit and permanent interes's of 
allthe Sates. The cession from Virginia, of the 
2h of October, 1783, it is true, has the word:, 
“for the use and benefit” of the S ates, &c. “ Vir- 
ginia inclusive, according to their usua! respective 
proportions, in the general charge and expend.ture,” 
&c. This was passed under the confederation, 
whea this Government apportioned out to, and col- 
lected revenue from, the States as Stules, when 
“their usual respective proporticns in the general 
charze ” could be known and ascer'ained. By the 
ratification of the Federal Constituioa, Virginia 
herselt has changed this mode, and given power to 
this Gove nment to ccliect revenue directly from 
the people of the who'e Union, instead of States, 
She has ihezeby created a general treasury, in com- 
mon, from all th: people. And if there be any 
change in the powers and, dutics of this Govern- 
ment, she herself has assented to it. As to the ter- 
ritory purchase! by treaty, the freehold is in the 
States conjoiatly, and ihs Government is their 
common trustee, and there can be no question as to 


I confess I feet my | 


i e 
ee ee ee a 


} would ra- |. 
ther adopt a mild and benigoant policy towards © 


į tating question. 


ee 
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power. There can be no freehold in this Govern- 
ment, and grants run from it as trustee. It has no 
sovereignty itse!f, bnt is used to exercise the con- 
joined sovereignty of the States. I forbear to open 
up these great questions. They will form a chap- 
ter in the future. The time is coming when they 
wiil be pressed for decision. The time is coming 
when we must pass over these local appropriations 
of $450,000 this year, and $500,000 the next. The 
people will no longer bear it. The West itself 
will demand, and justly demand, a different state of 
things. 

Mr Speaker, as to the instructions moved upon 
your table, orcering positively the Committee of 
‘Ways and Mears to bring in a bill appropriating 
$150,000 for this road, I have only to say, that if 
they ave carried, it will change the mode and man- 
ner ofdoing business in this House. You wil 
have instructions moved upon a!) other sectional 
subjects, and the consequence will be, we shall be 


forced into a voie upon propositions which ought | 
to te moved first in Committee of the Whole. I | 


have moved my amendment with a view tu allow 
the committee merely to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of reporting a_ bill. 
prevails over the posilive instructions, then I can 
vote against the proposition even as amen ted. 
This course is perfectly parliamentary. It is a 
me e matter of expediency, and does not commit 


me to any thing except a preference of mine over . 
I shall vote, finally, against | 


positive in tractions. 
all instructions. 


SPEECH OF MR. CALHOUN, 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA J 
In Senate, Wednesday, February 5, 1840— 
Grenpy’s report in relation to thejassun 
the cebis of the States by the FeBeral 
ment. 
Mr. CALHOUN said: 
When I have beard it assserpe 
again, in this discussien, that this 
called for; that there was no one 9 


importence; I could not but ask myself, 1f all this 
te so, why this deep excitement? why this ardent 


zeal to make collateral 1s-ues? and, above all, why | 
the great anxiety to avoid a direct vote on the | 
resolutions? To these inquiries I could find but | 
| cne solution; and that is, disguise it as you may, | 
these is, in reality, at the bolom, a deep and agi- ` 
Yes, there is such a question. | 
: The scheme of assuming the debts of the States is || 
The evidence of its reality, and : 
that it is now in agitation, burst from every quarter, | 
this sice ` 
and the other side of the Atlantic; net, in- ‘i 
: deed, a 
be tco absurd; end harmless, because too absurd; || crane A À ites 

| amount for di-tribution, and impusitg a similar 


no id'e fic'ion. 
withia and without these walls, cn 


direct assump‘ion, for that would 


the sales of public lands among the States. 


I shalt net stop to show that such distribution, | 
under existing circumstances, with the deep in- | 


deb‘edness and embarrassment of many of the 
States, wou'd be, in reality, an assumption. 
We ail know, 
and embarrassment, the scheme of distribution 


wonld not have the least chance for adoption, | 
and that it would be perfectly harmless, and | 
cause no excitement; but plunged, as the States ` 
are, in debt, it becomes a question truly formidable, | 
and on which the future politics of the country , 
If, then, the | 
scheme should be adopted, it must be by the votes | 
of the indebted States, in order to aid their credit, | 
and lighten their burden; and who is so blindas not | 
| to see that it would be in truth, what I have as- |! 
serted it be ia effect, to thal extent, an assumption | 


are destined for years to turn. 


of their debts. 
Here, then, we have the real question at issue, 


quences, immediate and remete. 


scheme, should it ever become a law. 


And if my amendment | 


tion of | 


that without such indeb‘edness | 


Senate. 


The first, and most immediate, would be to sub- 
tract from the Treasury a sum equa! to the annual 
proceeds of the sales cf the public lands. I do 
not intend to examine the corstiwienal questien 
whether Congress has or has not the right to make 
the subtracti-n, and to divide the proceeds among 
the S-ates. It is not necessary. The committee 
has conclusively shown that it has no sach power, 
that it holds the public domain in trust for the 
States in thar Federal capacity as members of the 
Union, in aid cf their contribwion to the Treasury ; 
and that to denatienalize the fund, (if I may use 
the expression,) by dis ributing it among the States 
for their separate and individual uses, would be a 
manifest violation cf the trust, and wholly unwar- 
ranted by the Constiution. Passing, then, by the 
constitutional question, I intend to restrict my 
inquiry to what would be its fiscal and moneyed 
effects. 

Thus regarded, the first effect of the subtraction 
would be to caus? an equal deficitin the reverue. 
I need not inform the Senate that there is not a surs 
plus cent in the Treasury; that the most rigid eco- 
nomy will be neces:ary to meet the demands en it 
daring the current year; that the revenve, so far 
from being on the increase, must be rapidly re- 
duced, under existing laws, in the next two years; 
and that every dollar withdrawn, by subtracting 
the proceeds of the pub'ic lands, must make a cor- 
responding deficit. Weare thus brought to the 
question, what would be the probable annual 
am: unt of the deficit, and how is it to be supplied? 

The receipts from the sales of the public lands, I 
would suppose, may be safely estimated at five 
millions of collars at least, on an average, for the 
next ten or fifteen years. They were about six 
millions the last year, The first three quarters 
gave within a fraction of five and a half millicns. 
The estimate for this year, is three and a 
half millons; making the average of the two 


again and ‘| years but li t'e short of five millions. If, with these 
eport was tn- | 
favor of the | 
; assumption of State debts, and that the resolutions | 
were mere idle, atstract negatives, of n9 sort «f | 


data, we cast our eyes back on the last ten or fif- 
teen years, we shall come to the conclusion, taking 
into consideration our great increase of population 
and wealth, and the vast quantity of public lands 
held by the Government, that the average Í have 
estimated is not too high. Assuming, then,that the 
deficit would be five millions, the next inquiry is, 
how shall ıt be supplied?. There is but cne way; 
a corresponding increase of the du'ies on imports. 
We have no other souree of revenue, but the Pcst 
Office. No cne would think cf laying it on that, 
orto raise the amount by interval tases, The 


i resu't, then, thus far, would be to withdraw from _ 


the Treasury five millions of the proceeds of the 
sales of the pablic lands, to be distributed among 
the States, and to impose an equal amount of du- 
ty on imports, to make good the deficit. Now I 
would ask, what is the difference, regarded as a 
fisca! transactien, between withdrawing that 


amount of duties on the imports, to supply its 
place, and-that of Jeaving the proceeds of the 
sales of the Jard in the Treasury, and imposing an 
equal amount of duties for distribution? Ít is 
clearly the same th'ng, in effect, to retain the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands inthe Treasury and to 
impose the duties for distribution, or to distribute 
the proceeds and thereby force the imposition of 
the duties to supply the place, 

It is, then, in reality, ascheme to impose five mil- 
lions of additional daties on the importaticns ef the 
couutry, to be distributed among the States; and 
I now ask where is the Senator who wil openly 
avow himself an advocate of such a scheme? Í 
put the question home, solemn!y, to those on the 
opposite side, do ycu not believe that such a scheme 
would be unconstitutional, unequal, unjust, and 
dangerous?) And can you, as honest men, do that 
in effect, by indirect means, which, if done directly, 


‘| would-be clearly liable to every one of those objec- 
€$ tions? 

which has caused all this excitement and zeai—a | 
question pregnant with the most impertant conse- `: 
What I now | 
propose is, to trace rapidly and briefly some of the | 
more prominent which would result from this , 


I bave said such would be the case, regarded as 
a fiscal transaction. In a political po:nt of view, the 
distribution of the preceeds ot the saies of the land 
would be the worst cf the two. It would create 
opposing and hostile relations between the old aad 
new States, in reference to the public domain. 
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Heretofore the, conduct of the Government has 
been distinguished by the greatest liberality, not to 
say generosity, towards the new States, in the ad- 
ministration of the pablic lands. Adopt this scheme, : 
and its conduct will be the reverse. Whatever © 
might. be granted to them, would subtract © 
an equal amount from the sum to be distributed. ` 
An austere and rigid administration would be the ` 
result, followed by hostile feelingsoa both sides, ' 
that wouid accelerate the ccnfiict between them in* - 
reference to the public domain—a conflict ad- 
vane.ng but. too fast by. the natural course of |, 
events, and which any one, in the, least gifted with |: 
foresight, must-see, come when it will, would shake 
the. Uaioa to the centre, unless prevented by wise | 
and timely concession, l i, 
. Having shown that the scheme js, in effect, to 
impose duties: for distribution, the next que-tion is, |; 
oh. whom will they fall? I know that thereis a |. 
great diversity of opinion as to who, in fact, pays 
the duties on.mpor's.’ I do no not intend to dis- ` 
that point. We of the staple and exporting 


` almost: unanimously, from sad experience. We 
know how ruinonsly high dates fell on us; 


how they desolated our cities, and exhausted oar |! 


seciion. We ako know how rapidly we have | 
been recovering. as they have been going off, in. 
spite of all the difficulties of the times, and the dis- 
tracted and disordered state. of the currency. Itis 
nowa fired maxim with us, that there is not a 
whit of difference, as far as we are conceroed, be- 
tween.ad.export and import duty—between.p:ying. 
toll going out, or retarning in—or going down to, , 
` market, ur returning back... If this be. true, of ' 
which we have no doubi, i tis a point of no hule 


t 


importance to us of the staple States to know what | 
j its tend-ncy to increase. Let it be once recognised, 


poruon of the doties will tall. to our fot. t> pay. 
We farnish about three-fourths of the expor's, 
_ with about two-fifths of the whole popul.t on. 
Four-fifths of five miHions is four millions, which. 
would be the measure of our contnbutio::; and two- 
fifths of five:millions is two millions, which would 
be our share of the distribution; that is to say, for | 
every two dollars we would receive, under this no- 
table scheme, we would pay fcur duliars to the 


| whence it flows. . 
y | meat? And canit be doubted, that with the in- 

Baaien have long settled the question, for ourselves; ji 

i increase, . until, with united voices, the friends 


| course of age 
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negotiating loans abroad, in order to complete the 
old, or to commence new, works of improvement, 
or other objects. I ask, what would be the effect 
on our imports, of negotiating a loan in Eag- 
land, or elsewhere in Europe, of forty or fifty 
millions, in the course of the next year or tw? 
Can any one doubt, from past exper.ence? We 
all know the process, Very litle gold or silver is 
ever seen in thess negotiations. A credit is ob- 
tained, and that placed in bank there, or 
with wealthy bankers. Bills are drawn cn 
this country, and then sold to merchants. 
These afe transmitted to Europe, and the pro- 
ceeds returned in goods, swelling the tide of im- 
- ports in proportion to the amount. The crash of 


`i, oar manofaciurers follow, and that, in turn, by 


denunciations against over-impuiting and over-trad- 
ing, in which those who have béen most active in 
ciusirg it are- sure to. join, but will take special 


i care to make not the least allusion to the real source 


Is not that the case at th:s mo- ` 
crease of the cause, the clamor for protecton. will 


* of the system would demand its renewal. If to 
, this we add, that, under the compromise act, the 
' tariff mast. be revived and remodelled, who can 


without seting that it would be almost impossibla 
to prevent the revival of the protective system, 
- should, the scheme of. distribution be adopted? - I 
hazard nothing in asserting that the renewal would 
| ceria nly follow; and, as this would be one of the 
f most prominent and duratle consequences of that 
scheme, I propose to consider it fuity, in its most 


| look a: such a concurrence of powerful causes 


i: importadt bearings. 


One of the most striking features of the system is 


and ler the most moderate duties be laid for p.o'ec- 
tion; but put the system in motion, and its course 
would be onward, onward, by an irresi-tible im- 
pulse, as I shall presently show, fiom past 
experience; and hence the necessity of vgi- 
lance, and a determined resistance to every 
that. may by possib.lity lead 
to its renewal is tendency to increase, results 


fand from which it would be derived. z | from causes inherent and inseparable from the sys- 

, L now ask, what does it amount to, bat making [| tem, and‘has evinced itselt by the fact, thatevery ta- 
the income of the Sates to the. amount of five || riff for- protection has invariably disappointed“ its 
millions annually, common property, to be distri- ‘| friends in the protection anticipated, and has been 
baied among them according to numbers, crsome |! followed periodicaliy, after short intervals, by a 
stich ratio, witheut the least reference to their |, demand for another tariff with increased duties, to 
respective con'ribation? And what isthatbat rank |. afford the pro‘ection vainly anticipated from “its 
agrarianism—agratianism among the States? To ; predecessor. Such has been the result throughout, 
divide the annual income is as much agrarianism :. from 1816 to 1828, when the frst and last protec- 
as to divide property. itseif; and would be as much |.. tive tariffs were laid, which I propose now to show 


so divided among twenty-six States, as among | by a very brief historical sketch of the rise and | 


twenty-six individuals. Let me. admonish the |. 
members opposite, if they really apprehend the | 
spirit of agrarianism as múch as might be inferred | 
from their frequent declarations, not to set the fatal ; commerce from the ocean, and diverted a vast, 


example here, in their leg slative capacity. - Re- ' 
‘member tHere is bat one step between dividing the 


income of the States,-and that of individuals, and 


between a p2it.al and general ditribution. 


. Proceeding a step farther, in tracing consequences, <; 


ano'her . question. presents itself—on what art:- | 
cles shall the duties be laid? On the free or the ii 
dutied articlés? . Sha!l they be laid for revenue or 
for protection? Is it not obvious that £0 large an 
amount as five. milliozs, equal to one-third of the 
present income from that source, and probably not. 
much less than onehalf what it will be ast 
the end of two years, cannot be raised without 
rousing from its slumber the tariff. question, with. 


| progress of the system. R 
The late war, with the embargo, and other restric» 
tive. measures that preceded it, almost expelled our 


amount of capital, that had been empjgyed in it, 


:| to manufactures. Such was the cause that led to 
After the termination of. the war, there ` 
' was, on the part of. Congress and the country, ths 


the sytem. 


kindest fee!ing toward the mnaufactaring interest, 
accompanied by a strong desire so to adjust the 
duties (indispensable to meet thé expenses of Go- 
vernment, and to pay the public debt) as to afford 
` them ample protection.. The manufacturers were 
consulted, and the act of “16 was modelled to their 
wishes. . They regarded it as affording sufficient. 
and permanent protection, and I, in my then want 
of experience as to the natare of the system, did 
not dream that we would hear any more of-tariff, 


all its distraction and danger? Should that, how- 
ever, not be the case, there is another consequences |; 
. coaheeted with this, that cannot fail to rouse it, as 
I -shall now proceed to explain: . : 
The act: of distributing the ‘sales of the public. 
lands among the S'aies, of itself, as well’as the 
amount to be dis ributed, will do much to resusci- 
tate their credit. It is the desired result, and the 
leading motive for the act. Five millions annu- 


till it would become necessary to readjurt the du- 
ties, afier the di-charge of the public. debt. Vain 


: expectation! Two years bad not passed away be- 
| fore. the manufacturers were as c amorous as ever 


for additional protection; and to meet their wishes, 


new duties were laid, from time to time, with the - 


_ same result; but the clamor still retarned, till 1824, 
when the tarif. of that year passed, which was 
believed on all sides to be ample,and was consider- 


ally, (the amount assumed,) on a pledge of the 

public domain, would, of AARNA a Kiei ba- 

- tig for a loan of ninety or an hundred millions of 
dgllass, if judicionsly managed. Bat suppose. that 
only one half shonld be applied, as the means of 


ed, like that of 716, to be a {inal adjustment of the 
“question. It was under this impres:ion that the 
South acquiesced (reluctantly) in the very high du- 
ties it imposed. The late General Hayne, then a 
distinguiched member of this body, took a very ac- 


gold and silver, 


‘APPENDIX To THE CONGRESSIONAL GLone 


| 


: more ample scheme of protection to be laid be- 
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tive part against it; and I well remember, after. its 
passage, that he consoled himself with the belief 
that, though oppressive, it would te the last. His 
expectation proved as vain as mine in ?°16. Before 
two years had passed, we were again besieged 
with the cry of the inadequacy ef the protection; 
and, inthe summer of 1827, a large convention . 
of manufacturers from all parts was held at Har- 
risburg, in Pennsylvania, to devise a new and 


fore Congress at the next session. That move- 


;: ment ended in the adoption of the tariff of 1828, 


which, in order to make sure werk, weut far be- 
yond all its predecessors in the increase of duty. 
The duties were raised on the leading articles of 


. consumption from forty to fifty per cent. above 


former duties, as high as they were, I speak*con- 
jeciurally, without any certain data. In less than 
three years, even that enormous rise proved to be 
insufficient, as I shall presently show, and wonld 
certainly bave been fullowed by new demands fot 
pro'ection, had not the small, but gal'ant, State I 
represent, arrested its further progress—no, that is 


‘not strough enough—brought the system to the 


ground, against the resistance of the Administra- 
tien and Opposition—never, Í trast, to rise again. 
The fact disclosed by this brief historical sketch 
is, that there is aconstant tendency to increase in 
the protec ive system; and thatevery increase of du- 
ty, however high, rejuires periodieally, afier a 
short interval, an additiona inerease. This, as I 
have stated, is not accidental, but is the restlt of, 
c1u-es inherent in the sysiem itself, in. the “present 
condition of oar country. It originates in the fatt, 
that every increase of protection is necessarily fbf” 
lowed by an expansion of the currency, ‘Which exs, 


j pansion must ecnunue to enlarge till the increased 


price of production in cons.quence shall become’ 
equal to the increased duty, and when the importa- 
tion of the artcles prohibited may again take 
place with proft. Thatis the principle: and as it 
Is essential 10 the p-ace and prosperity of tae coun- | 
try that it shouid be clearly understood, | intend to ` 
es ablish its truth beyond doubt or cavi; and for — 
that purpose, shal bygin with the tariff of °28, the 
l st and by far the bo dest of the series, with the 
view of illusirating, 10 its case, the operation of the 
principle, I ear at the Senate to give me its fixed 
attention. ‘The principle, vell understood, will 
shed a fl :od of light on the past and present diffiewl-_ 
ties of the country, and guide usin safety in our: 
future course. i S 
To give a clear conception of the operation of 
‘the tariff of 1828, it will be. nectskary to premie. 
that it comprehended. all the leading® articies of - 
consumption that. could be, manafaciared’ in our 
country; amounting in value to not much le:s than 
one-half of the whole of the imports; that the da-' 
ties on these articles were increased enormously, 
as has been stated—say not less than forty or fifty, 
per.cent; that the average domestic exports at the 
time was net much short of sixty millions of. do:- 
lars, and the imports fot consumption about the, 


' same; that the revenue from thé imports was about’ 


half that sum;and that of the exports, abort threes. 
fourths consisted of the great agricultural staples: 
of the South. What, then; with these facté, biot- 
have been its necessary Operations on the currency 
ofthe manufacturing States? We export. to ims 
port. Itis impossible to continue to export for 
any considerab‘e length of time, without a corre- 
sponding return of imports. It would be to.give, 
away onr labor for nothiag. Oar exports, then, 


‘continuing at an average of sixty millions, in what, - 


utder the operation of the tariff of 1828, must. the. 
corresponding imports to the same amount return? 
Not, certaioly, to the same extent as before its pés-. 
sage, in the articles on which it had. so greatly 
increased the duties? Its object in raising them,‘ 
was to give oug.manufactares the home market, by 
excluding the foreign articles of the. same descrip>, 
tion.. If it failed in that, it failed in accompusoing 
any good whatever, and became an unmixed evil, 
without benefit to any one. . The return, then, 
of imports, must have been principally in Se 
on which the duties were not raised, as far as the 
consumption of the country would warrant, and 


ing what was-due abroad, in 
the balance, after PAY $ effect, then, must haye 


96TH Conc»... 18T Sess. 


been to turn the fore'ga exchange in our favor; a 
most important consequence connected with the in- 
crease of gold and suver in relation to tbe curren- 
cy. The next mnst have been to turn the domes- 
tic exchanges still more strongly against the s anle 
States, and in favor of the manofaciuring. To 
understand this portion of the operation,I mast again 
repeat that the object of the tarif was to cut cff 
the consumption of the foreign articles, in order 
that they should be supplied by our own manufac- 
tures. The necessary consequence of this must 
have been to diminish the demand abroad, and to 
increase it in the manufacturing States, and thereby 
to turn the influx of gol! and siver to that point, in 
order to purchase the supplies there, which we have 
been in the habit of obtaining from abroad. These 
causes combined, must have had the effect of ad- 
ding greatly to the capacity of the banks in that 
quarter tu extend their discounts and accommoda- 
tions, and with it the circulation of their notes. 
With a growing supply of specie, and the exchange 
favorable in every direction, 2s must have been 
the case, there is no limit to the business ef banks, 
nor are they slow to perceive or to act on such fa- 
vorable circumstances. Nor must we overlook 
another powerful cause in operation,the fiscal ac ion 
of the Government, through the eperation of wh:ch 
the vast sums collected under such high duties, was 
transferred to the same quarter, to te applied in dis- 
charge of the public debt, and disbursed on the in- 
numerable objects of expenditure there. 

Undir the operation cf such powerful causes, 
there could not but be a vast and sudden expan- 
sion of the currency where they were in such great 
activity, and with that expansion a corresponding 
increase of prices and the cost of production. 
Nor could this state of things cease ti'l the in- 
creased cost of production become equal to the 
duty imposed for protection. At that point, and 
not before, must specie cease to flow in, and the 
exchange to be favorable; but when reached, the 
tide must turn, importations cf the protected atii- 
cles would recommence, specie flow out, and ex- 
changes become adverse. This must be so obvious, 
that it would only darken to attempt to make it 
more clear. With the turn of the tide the banks 
ma-t contract, and pecuniary embarrassment avd 
distress follow. Such, under the operation of the 
causes assigned, must be the result, fur reasons 
which appear to meirresistible. But, sir, I do rot 
mean to leave so important a point to the mere 
force of argument, however clear and certain. 
intend to prove by incontestable authority of deen- 
cuments, such was, in fact, exactly the result. I 
intend to place the priaciple laid cown, as {have 
said, beyond doubt or cavil. 

The first authority I shall adduce, is from th:* 
report of a committee of the other House, made in 
February, 1832, by Campbell P. White, the chair- 
man, then a member from the c.ty of New York. 
The report is evidently drawn with gicat care, 
and by one familiar with the subject; and 
has the advantage of beisg on another subject, 
(ihe curre: cy,) without any reference to the tarifi 
or protective system, and evidently without any 
knowledge of its operation. Hear, then, what the 
report says: f 


“The recent export of specie has swept away the delusive 


coloring given tothe actual result of production in 1829, 13:0, 
and the early part of 1831. Real estate appreciated greatly; 
Joca! stocks commanded unheard of prices; watehouses and 
dwellings were improved and embeliished, and money was 80 
abundant, that it could readily be obtained to any amount, 
upon prumiseory notes. How changed is the general aspect of 
things within a few months? Ali our solid possessions and means 
of industry remain, lan: continues to be equally productive, la- 
bor is recompensed with its usual reward; the seasons have 
not been unfriendly. Whence, then, thia lamentable change 
m our affairs? Why thisgreat scarcity of money; deprecia- 
tion in value of all commodities, and of all property; great 
commercial distress, and absolute impossibility with many sol- 
vent persons to discharge their just debts; so speedily and 
grieviously succeeded the gratifying and prosperous picture 
which was so lately presented?” 

What a confirmation of the deductions of rea- 
son, both in the swelling tde of prosperity, and 
the turning ebb of adversity. The sketch of the 
later is mt unsuited to the present time; good 
seasons, and productive years, a -d evry element, 
apparently, of plenty and prosperity, and yet deep 


and wide spread distress; though, at that time, there 


~ Document 378, House of Representatives. 


- tection, and in 1232, 
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had been no removal of deposites, nor had the Sub- 
Treasary been heard of, to which gentlemen are 
now disposed to aitridute all the calamities which 
afflict the country. 

The aw'hor of the repert eculd give no satisfac- 
tory answer to his question, whence all this sudden 
and un'ooked for calamity; but he has furnisket us 
with the means of tracing it clearly to the tariff of 
1823. It went into operation oa the Ist of Sep- 
tember of that year, and the next year felt the swell- 
ing, but delusive tide of an expanding currency; 
the exchange turned in our favor; gold and silver, 
followiog the i r pu's?, flowed in; banks began to 
enlarge their d.scounts and circulation. It con- 
timued to swell w.th a stronger and stronger current, 
ikrough a l the subsequent year, andthe first par: of 
the next, nearly three years, acecrding to the usual 
period, when it began to ebb; and then followed the 
reverse scene, so feeiingly described by the author, 
and whch to him appeared so unexpected and un- 
eccountable. It was at this point, had not the 
movements in the South arrested the farther pre- 
gress of the system, that there wou!d have been 
another clamot for addiional duties. The dis- 
tress, as usual, would kave bsen attributed to over- 
importation, and that to the want«f adequate pro- 
(the usual period of four 
years having intervened, ) another protective tariff 
would have bien inflicted, to be followed by the 
same tain of consequences, and with equal disap- 
poiniment to its authors. 

N: w, sir, to show that the flowing in of the pre- 
cions metals, in consequence of the tariff of °28, 
is not a mere assumpticn, I have extracted from 
the public documents, for the years 1829 and 1830, 
the imports and exports of gold and silver, which 
I hold in my hand. The import in 29 was 
$7,403,612, and the export $4,311,134, making an’ 
excess of imports over exports of $3.092 478; and 
for 1830, $8,155,964 against $1,241,622, mak- 
ing an excess of imports of $6,914,342; mak- 
ing, in the two years, an excess of imports of 
$10,086,810. By turning to the repcrt already 
cited, it will be scen that the estimated amount of 
specie in the country cn the first of January, 1830, 
was but $25,600,000, cf which $5,000,000 were 
in c'reu‘ation, and $20,000,000 in the veu'ts of the 
Banks; so that the add.tion to the spec’e n the two 
years was forty per cest. on the who'e amount. 

It now remains to be shown what was the effect 
of this great proportional increase of spec'e, 
and the favorable state of the exchange which it 
indicates, had on the tanks in the manufacturing 
Sates. The report will furnish the information, 
not fully, but enough to satisfy every reasonable 
man. It gives the fcllowing statement of the 
amcuntof bank notes in circulation in 1830 and 
1832, respectively, in the States of Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, New York, and Pennsylvania, in- 
cluding the Bank of the United States, which will 
show the vast increase in the shcrt space of two 


years. 
Here Mt. C. read the following statement: 
1830. 1832. Rel. increase 
of circl’n in 
two years. 


Massachusetts, $4,730,000 $7,700,000 65 per ct. 
Rho:'e Is!and, 670,000 1,340,000 100 “ 

New York, 10,000,000 14,100,000 40 
Punnsylvai ia, 7,300,000 8760.000 20 
Bank U. Siates, 15,300,000 24,600,000 67 


6 
(13 
it 


$38,009,000 $56,590,000 

These are, it will be borse in mind, the prin- 
cipal manufacturing States. In the period of two 
years, we find their bank circulation, taken in the 
aggrcgat’, expanded from thirty-eight to fifty-six 
and a half millions of dollars, making an increase 
of sixteen and a half millions, equal to forty-four 
percent. But this falls far short of the actual in- 
crease. The year 1829 is not included. It must 
have been one of great expansion, as the import of 
specie greatly exceeded its exports; which, with the 
favorabie state of the exchange implied, must have 
greatly increased the brsiness of the banks and the 
circulat-on of their notes. The reverse must have 
been the cae in 1832, which is included, as we 
snow by the report itself, that year and the latter 
part of the preceding, was a period of severe con- 
traction, If a retusa could be had of 1829, "30, 
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and the early part of 31, I venture nothing in 
asserting that we shouid find the comparison, cem- 
pared with 1828, the year of the tariff, tar grea‘er 
in proper ion. 

That thee is no mistake in attributing this great 
expansion to the tariff, might be farther shown, if 
additional proof were necessary, after such conclu- 
sive evidence, from the fact that it is impossibie to 
assign any other adequate cause. As far as can 
be seen, there was no other cause in cpera'ion, po- 
litical or commercial, that could have produced the 
results. It wasa period of profound peace, and 
the exporis and impcris of the country steady to an 
unusual degree. 

Should doubt, however, still remain in the mind 
of any one alter all this accumulation of evidence, 
I will next call the atentu n of the Senate to a fact 
which must be conclusive with all disposed to receive 
ihe treth. By turuing to the table showing 
the extent of bank circulation in °30 and °32 in the 
four States a'ready referred to, it will be seen that -he 
expansion was greater or less, just as the States, re- 
spectively, were more or less manufacturing. It will 
not be doubted that Rhode Island is the most ma- 
vuʻac uring of the four, and we accordingly find 
there the greatest expansion; and that for the sim- 
ple reason, that there the caus assigned must 
have teen in the s'a'e of the greatest activity. Her 
bank circulation doubled in tke short space of two 
years, as appears by the table. Massachuse'ts is 
the next; and we find hers is the next highest, being 
sixty-five per cent. New York is still less so, and 
hers is but forty per cent.; and Penrsylvan a, 
the least of the four, had, exclud ng the Bank of 
the United States, increased only twer ty per cent. 
If the s'atement had extended farther Suh, and 
taken in the staple States, I venture little in 
making the asseition that, instead of expansion, 
their bank circulation would, for the same pericd, 
bave been found in the opposite sta‘e, for the re- 
verse reason. It will be seen the Bank of the 
United States had expanded sixty-seren per cent. 
This gr at increase, compared to the local banks 
of Pennsylvania, may probably be attributed partly 
to loans negotiated farther Est, and not im; roba- 
bly because her accommeda ‘ions were somewhat 
enlarged, from causes cennected with ker efforts, 
at the time, to obtain a renewal of her charter. 

I ust that I have now establi-hed to the entire 
satisfacion of the S:nate, the tuth of the great 
princijle wh'ch bes been laid down—that 
every increase of protective duties is nece sari y 
followed, in the presen! condition of ovr country, 
by an expansion of the currency, which must ecn- 
tinue to increase till the increased price of produe- 
tion, caused by the expansion, shali be equa! to the 
duty imposed, when a rew tariff will be required. 
Assuming, then, the principie as incontrovertib‘e, 
it follows that the natural tendency of the protec- 
tive system is to expan‘, in seeking to accomplish 
its object, till it terminates in explosion. I: woald 
be easy to show, from what has already been 
stated, that this tendency must continue till the ex- 
ports shall be so recuced as to be barely sufficient 
to meet the demands of the country for the articles 
not included in the protection; as it must be ob- 
vious, so long as they exceed that amount, so lorg 
must specie ccntinne to be imported, and the ex- 
change to be in cur favor, till the protection is 
broke down by the expansion of the currency. 

Tre consummation, therefore, of the system, 
must be one of two things: explosion, or the reduc- 
tion of the exports, so as not to exceed the amount 
of the unprotect: d articles; but either termination 
mast prove disastrous to the system; the form r by 
a sudden and violent overthrow, and the latter by 
the impoverishment of cnstomers and raising up 
of rivals, as they ceased to be customers. To have 
a just conception of its operation in this particue 
lar, it will be necessary to bear in mind, that the 
South and the West are the great consumers of 
the products of the North and Eas'; and iha: the 
eapacity of the South to consume, depend: on het 
great agricultural staples almost exclusively; and 
inat their sale and co sumption depend mainly on 
the fore-gn market Wra', then, would be the ef- 
fect of reducing her exports ta t-e point indicated, 
say to forty or fifty millions of dollars? Mest cer- 
tainly to diminish her capacity to conseme the 
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prodacts of the North and East in the same pro- 
portion, followed by a corresponding diminution of 
the revenue, and the commerce and navigation of 
the couniry. But the-evil would not end there, as 
great as it would. be. It would have an equal or 
greater effect. on the consumption of the West. 
That great and growing section is the provision 
portion of the Union. Her wide and fertile re- 
gion gives her an unlimited capacity to produce 
grain and stock of every description; and these, 
for the most part, fiad their market in the staple 
States. Cat off theic exports, and their market 
would be destroyed; and wih it, the means of the 
West, to a great extent, for carrying on trade with 
the Northern and Eastern States. To the same 
extent, they ard the staple States would be com- 
pel'ed to produce their own. supplies, and would 
thas, from consumers, be converted into. rivals with 
the other section. E 
. How much wiser for all would be the opposite 
aystem of low duties, with the market of the world 
opened to our great agricujtural staples? The 
effects would be .a vast increase of our exports, 
wih a corresponding. increase of the capacity to 
consume on the part of the South and West, 
making them rich and contented customers, in- 
stead of impoverished and discontented rivals of 
the other secticn. It is time that this.sabj-ct should 
be regarded in its true light. The protective sys- 
tem is neither more nor less than a war on the ex- 
ports. I again. repeat, if we cannot import, we 
cannot long export; and, just as we cut off or bur- 
den the.impo:ts, to the same extent do we, in ef- 
feet, cut off and barden the exports. This I have 
long seen, and shall now proceed to prove, by refe- 
rence to the public docaments, that my assertion is 
sustained by facts. The table of exports shows 
that during the seven yearsfrom 1824 to 1831, our 
domestic exports remained nearly stationary, not- 
withstanding the great, increase of our populajion 
during that period. Ycur statute book will show, 
that daring the same period, the protective system 
was in its greatest vigor, The first relaxation took 
place in December, 1830, under the act of the 20th 
ay, of the rame year, which made a great deduc- 
tion in the duties on coffee and tea. I shall now 
turn to the table, an‘l. give the exports of domestic 
ticles for those years, beginning with 1824: 
. Here Mr. C. read the following statement: 
_ In 1824 the domestic exports were $50,649,500 - 
1825 "G6 944'745 


`. IRE «ee 53,055,710 
` 1827, «ee 58 991 691 
1828 we. 56 669,669 ' 
“(18299 555700, 193 
1830 ee 59 462,029 


s : Pook aoe ’ 
H we take the average of the first three and the 
last of the these yearss, we shall find the former is 
a million and a-half greater than the latter, showing 
aa actual falling off, instead ef an increase, to that 
extent, in our exports. E oe 
_ With 183], the redaction of duties. com- 
menced on the articles mentioned; and in De- 
, tember, 1833, 
place ander the compromise act. I shall turn to 
the same table, beginning with 1831, and read a 
statement of the exports for the eight years under 
the approach to the free trade system. It is but an 
approach. I invi'e especial attention to the rapid, 
rise, after the great redaction in December, 1833. 
. In 1831 the domestic exports were $61,277,057 
. 1832 so 8 63,137,470 


<. 1833, 0 6e ee 70,317,698 
, 1834 — “a. & 81,034,162 
„1835 “> e s 101,189,082 


_ * 106,916,680 
95,564,414 
, f . 96.033 821 
.. How rapid the rise jast as the weights. are re- 
movei! The increase, since the great reduction 
in 1833, has nearly doubled the average experts, 
compared with the average of the seven tariff years 
receeding 183], and would have qnie dou- 
d them, had not the expanded and deranged con- 
dition of the carrency, and the consequent embar- 
yassment of commerce, prevented it. 
| But what. will appear still more extraordinary 
to those who have not reflécted on the operation of 


the protective system, is. the great increase of the - 


the first great reduction’ took — 
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exports of our domestic manufactures, as the duties 


go off; following, in that respect, tte -same law 
that regul:tes the exports of the great agri. witural 
staples , It is a precious fact, that speaks vo'umes, 
and which demands the serious consideration of 
the manufacturing portion of the Union. I wel 
Temember the sanguine expectations of the friends 
of the system, of the great increase of the exports 
of domestic manufactures which they believed 
would follow the tariff of 1823. Well, we now 
have the resu't of experience, under that 
act, and also under that of a partial ap- 
proach to fre trade, and ‘the result is ex- 
actly the reverse of the anticipations of the 
friends and advocates of protection. So farfrem 
increasing, under the tariff of 1828, the exports of 


- manufactured articles actually diminished, while 


they have rapidly increased just as they have 
gone off. 

But the table of exports shall speak for itself. 
During the four years, under the tariff of °24, 


.that is from that year to °29, when the tariff of 728 


went into operation, the exports of domestic manu- 
factures gradually declined from $5,729,797, in the 
year '25, to $5,548,354 in the year °28.. From 
that time jt steadily declined, under the tariff of ’28, 
each succeeding year showing a falling off com 
pared with the preceding, till °33,. declining, 


| throughout the period, from $5,412,320 in 


‘29, to $5,050,633 in '32, and showing an rgegre- 
gate failing off, durieg the whole tariff regime of 
eight ycars, from °25 to °32, of nearly $700,000. 
At this point, we enter cn the relaxation of the 


- system, and there has been an onward move, 


with but little. vibration, throughout the who'e 
period, till the present time. The last year 
we have is '38, when the exports exceeded 
any preceding ‘year. They “amounted to 
$8,397,078, being an increase, during the six years 
of the reduction of duties, of $3,346,445, against a 
falling off, in the preceding eight years of protec- 
ticn, ef $700,Q000—an increase of 65 per cent. in 
six years, and this in the midst of all the embar- 
Yassment of commerce, and .expansion and de- 
rangement of the currency, and, let me add, what 
has been so much dreaded by the friends of manu- 
factures, the mighty increase of the exports of our 
great agricultural staples, during the same period; 
a clear proof that, under the freé trade system, the 
one does not interfere with the other. Let no 
friend of manafactares suppose that this interesting 
result is accidental. It is the cperation of fixed 
laws, steady, and immutable in their course, 
as I shall hereafter show. | f SEE 
„Now; sir, I feel myself, with these facts, war- 
ranted in asserting that if the deranged state of the 
currency had not interfered,the great manufacturing 
interest would have gone on in a flourishing condi- 
tion dwing the whole period of the reduction un- 
der the compromise act, proving thereby, to the 


satisfaction of all, the fallacy of the protective. 


system. Any supposed loss, from the reduction of 
daties, would have been much more than made‘ up 
by the increased ability of the South and West to 
consume, and the rapidly growing importance of 
the fore'gn market. 

Bat ! have not yet done with thesystem. It has 
addition-land heavy sins to answer for. The ta- 
riffUf 23 is the source in which has or ginated that 
very cerangement ‘of the currency, which has so 
greatly embarresses, at this time, the very interest it 
was intended to protect, as well as all o'her branch- 
es of industry. Bold as is the assertion, I am 
prepared to establish it to the letter. oe 

It has already been proved that the great éxpan- 


‘sion of the currency in 129,30, and°31,was the iny- 
` mediate eff ct of the tariff of °28. 


It remains to 
be shown that the cause of the still greater and 
longer continued expansion which has terminated 
in the overthrow of the banking system, and the 
deep and almost universal distress of the country, 
may be cleariy traced back to the same source. 
To do this, ..we must -re‘urn to the year °32, 


. and trace the chain of events to this time. ` In 


that year, the public debt was fina'ly discharged. 
The vast revenue which had been povréd into 
the Treasury by the tariff of °28, and which had 
acce'erated the payment of the public debt, could, 


„afier its discharge, no Jonger be absorbed in the 


To THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


. and greedy speculator. 
-wiħ irresistible force. - 


175 


Senate. 


ordinary expenditures of the Government, and. & 
surplu- began to a-cumalare in the Treasury. The 
late Bank of the United Sta‘es was then the fiscal 
agent of the Government, and the depository of its 
revenue. Its growing amount, and prospects of 
great future increase, began to act on the cupidity 
ef many of the leading State banks and some of 
the great brokers of New York. Hence their war 
against that institution; and hence, also, the re- 
moval of the deposites. The late President I be- 
lieve tohave been really hostile to the Bank on 
principle; but there would have been little or no 
motive to remove them, had it not been for their 
growing importance, and the hosti‘ity which the 
desire of possessing them had excited. They were 
removed, and placed in the vaults of certain State . 
banks. To this removal and deposite in the State 
banks, the members over the way are in the habit 
of attributing all the disorders of the currency 
which have since followed. Now I ask, in the first 


place, is it not certain, if it bad not beeu for the 


sarplus revenue, the d-posites would not have been 
removed? And, in the second, if there would have 
been a surplus had it not been for the tariff of 128? 

' Again: is it rot equally clear that it was the magni- 
tude of the surplus, and nct the removal, of itself, 
that caused the after derangement and disor jer? 
If the surplas had been but two cr three millions, 
the ordinary sum jn deposite, it would have been 
of little importance where it was kept; whether in 
the vaults of the Bank of the United States,. or 
those of the States; but involving, as it did, fifty 
miltions and more, it became a question of the 
highest importance. I again ask, to what is this 
great. surplus to be attributed, but to the sanie 
causé? Yes, sir, the tariff of 1828 caused the sur- 
plus, and the surplus the removal and all the after 
disas‘ers in the currefcy, aggravated, it is trae, by 
being deposited in the State banks; but it may_ be 
doubted whether the disaster would have been-much 
less, had they not been removed. Be that, how- 
ever, as it may, it is not material, as I have shown, 
that surplus. itself was the motive for the remo- 
val. We all remem‘er what occurred after the 
removal.. The surplus poured into the Treasury 
by miltions, in the form of bank notes. ‘The 
withdrawal from circulation, and locking up. in 
the vaults of the deposite banks, so large. an 


_amosnt, created an immense vacyum,. to be 


replenished by repeating the issues which gave, to 


‘the banks the means of unbounded accommoda- 


tions. Speculation now commenced on a g'gantic 
scale; prices rose rapidly, and one pariy, to make 
the removal acceptable to the people, urged the 
hew depositories to Herrik freely, while the other 
side produced the same effect, by censuring them 
for not afforditg as extensive accommodations ‘as 
the Bank of the United States would have done, 
had the revenue been left with it. Madness ruled 
the hour, The whole community was intoxicated 
with imaginary prospects of realizing immense 
fortunes. . With the increased rise of piices began 
the g gantic speculatiotis in the public domain, the 
price of which, being’ fixed by law, could not pay- 
taze of the general rise. To enlarge the room for 
their operations, I know not. how many milligns 


(fifty, I would suppose, at least, of the public feye- 
nue) was sunk in purcha:ing Indian lands, at ifett 
fee simple price nearly, and removing tribe 
after tribe to the West, at enormous cost; thus 


| subjecting millions on millions of the choicest 


public lands to be seizel on by the ‘keen 
The tide now swelled 
From the banks the 
‘deposi:es passed by d scounts into the hands of the 
land speculators; from them into the hands of the. 
receivers, and thence to the banks; and agein and © 
again repeating the same circle, and, at every 
revolution, passing mi-lions of acres of the public 
domain from the people into the hands of specala- 
tors, for worthless rags. Had this state of things 
continued much longer, every acre of the pobué 
lands, worth pos:ess.ng, would have passed from 
the Governm:nt. At this stage the alarm took 
place. The revenue vas attempied io be squan- 
dered by the wildest extravagance; resolatiors 
passed this body, calling on jhe nate doce v 
know how much they could Spend, and much re- 
semment waa felt becanse they could not spend 
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fast enough. The deposite act was passed, and 
the Treasury circular issued; but, as far as the 
currency was concerned, in vain. The explosion 
follewed, and the banks fe'l ia convulsions, to be 
resuscitated for a moment, bat to fall again from a 
more deadly stroke, under which they now lie pros- 
trate. 

[have now presented, rapidly, the unbroken 
chain of events up to the prolific source of our 
disasters, and down to the present time. In addi- 
tion to the causes originating directly in the tar ff 
of 1€28, th:re were several collateral powerful 
ones, which have contributed to the present pros- 
trated condition of the currency and the banks, 
but which would have been comparatively harm- 
less of themselves. Among these was the impor- 
tant}change in the charter of the Bank of Eng- 
land, atthe last renewal, atout the time our sur- 
plus revenue began to accumulate, by which its 
notes were made a legal tender in all cases, except 
between the bank and its creditors. The obvious ef- 
feet of this mo-tification was to diminish the de- 
mand for specie in that great martof the wor'd, 
and, in consequence, must have tended powerfully 
to keep the exchange with us in an easy condition, 
while the tide of circulation was rapidly rising toa 
dangerous height. But there was another cause 
which contributed still more powerully to the 
same result: I refer tothe great Icans negotiated 
abroad by States and co'poraticns. To these I 
add the operaticn of the United States Bauk of 
Pennsylvania, the direct object of which, in some of 
jts more prominent transactions, was to prevent the 
exchange from b-com ng adverse tous. 

By the operation of there canses combined, the 
exchanges were kept easy for ye-r‘, notwiths'ard- 
ing the vast expan-100 which oor circulation had 
attained, from the powerful action of the more di- 
rect causes to which I have adverted. The stroke 
was delayed, bat not averted, and fell but the 
heavier and more fatally, because delayed. And 
where did it fall, wh-n it came, most heavily? 
Where the measure which caused it originated; 
on the heads of its projectors. Beho!d how error, 
folly, ard vice, in the ways of an inscrutable Pro- 
vidence, turn ba k on their aw hors. 

It is ful! time fur the North, and more especially 
for New England, to pause and p nder. If they 
would hear the voice of one who has ever wished 
them well, I would say that the renewal of the 
protective system would be one of the greatest ca: 
lamities that cculd befall you. Whatever inciden- 
tal good could be derived from it, you have alra- 
dy acquired. Iı would, if renewed, prove a pure, 
unadulterated evil. The very reverse is your true 
policy. The great question for you to decide is, 
how to command the foreign market. The home 
market, of itself, is too scanty for ycur skill, your 
activity, your energy, your unequalled inventive 
powers, your untiring indus'ry, your vastly in- 
creased population, and accumulated capital. With- 
out t:e foreign market, your unexampled march to 
wealth and improvement must come toa siand. 
How, then, are, you to obtain command of the fo- 
reign marke? That is the vital question. 

The first and intispensab!e step is a thorough 
reformation of the currency. Withont a solid, sta- 
ble, and uniform currency, you never can fully suc- 
ceed. Tre present currency is incurahly bad. It 
js impossible to give it solidity or stability. “A con- 
vertible bank currency, however well regulated, is 
subject to viclent and sudden changes, which must 
forever unfit it to be the standard of value. Itisby far 
the most sensitive of all to every change, commer- 
cial or political, foreign cr domestic; as may be 
readily illustrated by ief-rence to the erdinary ac- 
tion of foreign exchanges on such currency. For 
this purpose, let us assume that our oidinary cir- 
culating medium, when exchanges are easy, 
amoun's to $100,000,000, consisting, as it does, of 
convertible bank paper. Let us suppose that it is 
all issued by what are called sound specie pay- 
ing banks, with a circulation of three dollars of pa- 

er for one dollar in specie, which is regarded as 
constituting safe banking. Next, suppoce exchang> 
abrad turns against us, to the amount of 
10,000,000. Is ie not clear, that instead of re- 
ucing the circulation by that amount, that is, te 
$90,000,000, which it would doif jt cansisted 
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only of specie, it would be reduced three 
times the amount; that 1s, to $70,000,000? Let us 
now suppose the exchange to turn the other way, 
from this point of depression, and to be kept flow- 
ing in that direction till it came to be $10.006,000 
in our favor, instead of that amount against us. 
The result would be, under the operation of the 
same law, not to increase our circulation to 
€110,000,000 on'y, which would be the case if 
consisting of specie, but to $130,000,000; making 
a difference between the extreu.e points of depres- 
sion and elevation of $60,000,000—more than 
equal to one-half of the usual amount of circula- 
tion by suppesiticn, with a corresponding increase 
cf prices—instead of $20,000,000, equal only to a 
fif h, and with but a proportional effect on prices. 
A change the other way, from the extreme point of 
elevation to that of extreme depression, would 
cause the reverse effect. I hold it certain that no 
honest indus ry, pursued with the view to moderate 
and steady profit, can be safe in the midst of such 
sudden ard violent vicissitudes—vicissitudes as if 
from summer to winter, and fiom winter to sum- 
mer, without the intervention of fail or spring. 
Such great and suddez changes in the standard of 
value mus: be particularly fatal with us, with our 
moderately accumulated capval, compared to the 
effect on the greater accumulation abroad, in older 
countrics. In stating the case supposed, ] have as- 
sumed numbers at random, wrhout pretending 
to accuracy as applied to our country, simply to 
illustrate the principle. The actual vibration may 
be greater or less than that supp»sed, but in every 
country where bank circu’ation pre vails, it must be 
greater and greater, just in proportion to the extent 
of its prevalence. 

For this diseased state of your currency, there is 
bat one certain remedy—to return to the currency 
of the Constitution. Read that instrument, and 
hear what it says. “Congrcss shall coin money and 
regulate the value thereof; no State shall emit bills 
of credit, or make any thing but gold and silver a 
legal tender.” Here are positive andjnegative pro- 
visions; a grant of power to Congress, and a 
limitation on the power of the States, in reference 
to the currency. Can you doubt that the object 
was to give to Congress the contro! of the cur- 
rency? What ese is the meaning “to regulate” 
the value thereof? Can you donbtthat the cur- 
rency was intended to be specie? What else is the 
meaning “lo coin money?” Can you doubt, on the 
other hand, that it was the intention that the States 
should not supersede the currency which Coa- 
gress was authorized to extablish? What else isthe 
meaning of the provisions that they shall not issue 
bilis of credit, or mske any thing but gold and 
sitver a legal tender? Can we doubt, finally, that the 
country is not in the condition that the Constitu:ion 
intended, as far as the currency is concernec? 
Does Congress, in point of fact, regulate the cur- 
rency? No. Does it supply a coin circulation? 
No. Do the States, in fact, regulate it? Yes. 
Dees it consist ef paper, issued by the authority of 
the States? Yes. Is this paper, in effect, a legal 
tender? Yas; it has expelled the currency of the 
Constitution, and we are compelled to take it or 
nothing. Well, then, as the currency is in an un- 
constitutional condition, tae conclusion is irre- 
sistible that the Constitution has failed to effect 
what it intended, as far as the currency is con- 
cerned; but whether it has failed by misccnstruc- 
tion, or the want of adequate provisions, is not yet 
decided. Thus much, however, is clear; that it is 
througù the agency of bank paper that it has 
failed, and the power intended to be conferied on 
Congress over the currency has bea super- 
seded. But for that, the power of Congress 
over the currency would have been this day 
in full force, and the currency itself 
in a constituiional condition. Nor is it less c'ear, 
that the Constitution cannot be restored, while the 
cause which kas superseded it remains; and this 
presents the grea! question, how can it be removed ? 
[do not intend to discuss it on this occasion. I 
shall only say, that the task is one of great delica- 
cy and difficulty, requiring much wisdom and cau- 
tion, and in the execution of which, precipitation 
ought to be carefully avoided; but when executed, 
then, and not till then, shall we have the solid, sta- 
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ble, and uniform currency intended by the Consti- 
tation, and which is indispensable, not only to the 
full success of our manufactures, and all other 
branches of productive industry, but also to the 
safety of our free institutions. 

The next indispensable siep to secure to the 
manufacturers the foreign market, is low duties 
and light burdens on productions; yes, as low and 
light as the wants of ihe Government will permit. 
The less the burden—the freer and broader the 
scope given to the products of our manufaciures— 
the better for them. Above all, avoid the renewal 
of the protective system. It would be fatal, as far 
as the fore gn market is concerned. 

lis hostile effects I have already shown from the 
table of exports; and shall now, by a few brief 
remarks, prove that it must be so. Passing by 
other reasons, I shall pre~ent but one, but that one 
decisive. It has been shown that the eff ct of the 
provective system is to expand the currency in the 
manufacturing sections, un i! the increased price of 
production shall tecome equal to the duty im- 
posed for protection, when the importation of the 
protected articles must again take place; that is to 
say, that its effects are to enable foreign manufac- 
turers to meet ours in ourown country, under the 
disadvantage of paying high additional duties. 
How, then, with that result, would it be possible 
for our manufacturers to meet the foreign fa- 
bries of the same description abroad, where there 
can be no duty to protect them? There can be no 
answer. The reason is decisive. 

I do not wish, in what I have said, to he 
considered the advocate of low wages. I am 
in favor of high wage; and agree that the 
higher the wages, the stronget the evidence of 
prosperity; provided (and that is the important 
point) they are so naturally, by the effectiveness of 
industry, and not in consequence of an inflated cur- 
rency, or any artificial regulation, When I say 
the effectiveness of industry, I mean to comprehend 
whatever is calculated to make the labor of one 
country more productive than that of others. I 
take into consideration skill, activity, energy, in- 
vention, perfection of instruments and means, 
mechanical and chemical; abundance of capital, 
natural and acquired; facility of intercourse and ex- 
changes, internal and external,and, in a word, hat- 
ever may add to the productiveness of labor. High 
wages, When aitributab'e to these, is the certain 
evidence of prodactiveness, and is, on that account, 
and that only, the evidence of prosperity. It is 
easily understocd. Just as such labor would com- 
mand, when compared with the less preductive, a 
greater number of pounds of sugar or tea, a greater 
quantity of clothing or foud, in the same propor- 
tion wou'd it command more specie, that is, higher 
wages, for a day’s work. But, Sif, here ıs the im- 
portant consideration: high wages from such & 
cause, require no protection—no, not more thao 
the high wages of a man against the low 
wages of a boy,of man against women, or the skil- 
ful and energetic against the awkward and feeble. 
Oa the contrary, the higher such wages the less the 
protection required. Others may demand protec- 
tion against it—not it against others. The very 
demand of protection, then, is but a confession of 
the want of effectiveness of labor (from some cause) 
on the side that makes it; but, as a general rule, 
it will turn out that protection, in most cases, is a 
mere fallacy; certainly so when its effects are an 
artificial expansion of the currency. So far are 
hgh wages from being the evidence of prosperity, 
in such cases, or, in fact, whenever caused by high 
protection, high taxes, or any other artificial cause, 
it is the eviderce of the very reverse, and always 
indicates something wrong, and a tendency to de- 
rangement and decay. 

Having arrived at th’s conclusion, I will now 
hazard the assertion, that in no country on earth 
is labor, tak ng itall in all, more effective than 
ours; and especially in the No-thern and Eastern 
portions. What people can excel our Northern 
and New England brethren in skill, invention, 
activity, energy, perseverance, and enterprise? In 
what portion of the gloke will you find a position 
more favorable to a fiee ingress and egress, and 
facility of intercourse, external and internal, 
through the broad limits of our wide spread coun- 
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try—-a region surpassed by none, taking into con- 
sideration extent and fertility? Where will you 
find sach an abundant supply of natural capital, 
the gift of a kiad Providence; lands cheap, plenty 
and fernle; water power unlimited; and the 
supply of fuel, and the most useful of metal‘s 
iron, almost without stint. It is true, in ac- 
cumulated capital, the fruits of past labor, 
through along succession of ages, not equal to some 
other countries, but even in that, far from being 
deficient, and to whatever extent deficient, would 
be more than compensated by the absence of all 
restrictions, and the lightness of the burden im- 

d on labor, should our Government, State and 
General, wisely avail- itself of the advantages 
of our sitaation. If these views be correct, there 
js no country where labor, if left to itself, free 
from restriction, would be more effective, and 
where it would command greater abundance of 
every necessary and comfort, or higher wages; 
and where, of course, protection is less needed. In- 
stead of an advantage,it must, in fact,prove an impe- 
diment. Itis high time,then, that the shackles should 
be thrown off industry, and its burden lightened, 
asfaras the just wants of the Government may 
possibly admit. We have arrived at the 
manhood of om viger. Open the way—remove 
all restraints—take off the swaddling cloth 
that bound the limbs of infancy, and let the 
hardy, intelligent and enterprising sons of New 
England, march forth fearlessly to meet the world 
in competition, and she will prove, in a few years, 
the successful rival of old England. The foreign 
market once commanded, all conflicts between the 
different sections and industry of the country 
would cease. It is better for us and yon, that our 
cotton should go out in yarn and goods, than in 
the raw state; and when that is dene, the interests 
of all the parts of this great Confederacy—North, 
East, South, and West—wiih every variety of its 
parean; would be harmonized; but not till 

en. i 

If the course of policy I advocate be wise as ap- 
plied to manufactures, how much more strikingly 
so must it be when to the other two great interests 
of that section, commerce and navigation? I pass 
the former, and shall conclude what I intended to 
say on this point, with a fewjremarks applicable 
to the latter. Navigation (I mean that employed 
in eur foreign trade) is essentially our outside 
interest, exposed to the open competition of all the 
world. It has met, and met successfully, the com- 
petition of the lowest wages, not only without pro- 
tection, bat with heavy burdens on almost every 
article that enters into the outfit, the rigging, and 
constraction of eur noble vessels, the timber ex- 
cepted. If, with such onerous burdens, it has met 
in successfal rivalry the navigation of all other 
countries. What an impalse it would receive if the 
load that bears down its springs were removed ! 
and what immense additions that increased im- 
pulse would give, not only to our wealth; but to 
the means of national influence and safety, where 
only we can be felt, and in the quarter from which 
only external danger is to be apprehended ! 

I have now, Mr. President, concluded what I 
proposed to say, when I rose to address the Se- 
nate. I have limited my remarks to the prominent 
consequences, in a pecuniary and fiscal view, 
which would result, should the scheme of assamp- 
tion be adopted. There are higher, and still more 
important, consequences, which I have not at- 
tempted to trace: I mean the effects, morally and 
politically, as resulting from those which I have 
traced, and presented to the Senate. This, I hope, 
may, be done by some other Senator, in the course 
of the discussion. But I have said enough to show 
that the scheme which these resolutions are intend- 
-ed to condemn, ought to be avoided as the most 
fatal poison, and the most deadly pestilence. It is, 
‘qu reality, but a scheme of plander. Let blood be 
lapped, and the apetite will be insatiable. 

But the States are deeply in debt, and it may be 
asked what shall be done? I know that they are 
in debt—deeply in debt. I deplore it. Yes, in 
debt, I am not afraid to assert it, in many instances, 
for the most id'e projects, got up and pursued in 
the most thoughtless manner. Nor am I ignorant 
how deep pecuniary embarrassments, whether of 


n 
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States or individuals, blunt every feeling of honest 
pride, and deaden the sense of justice; but, I do 
trust, that there is not a member of this great and 
proud Confederacy, so lost to every feeling of self- 
Tespect and sence of justice, as to desire to charge 
i's individual debts on the common fund of the 
Union, or to impose them on the shoulders of its 
more prudent associates; or, let me add, to dishonor 
itself, and the name of an American, by refusing 
to pay the foreigner what it justly owes. Let the 
indebted States remember in time, that there is but 
one honest mode of paying its debts; stop all further 
increase, and impose taxes, 
what they owe. 


to discharge | 
There is not a State, even | 


the most indeb‘ed, with the smallest resources, | 


that has not ample resources to 


meet | 


its engagements. For one, I pledge myself; South ' 


Carolina is alsoin debt. 
sands in wasteful extravagance on one of the most 
visionary schemes that ever entered into the head 
of a thinking man. I daresay this even of her; 
I, who on this floor stood up to defend her almost 
alone against those who threatened her with fire 
and sword, but who now are so squeamish about 
State Rights as to be shocked to hear it asserted 
that a State is capable of extravagant and wasteful 
expenditures. Yes, I pledge myself that she will 
pay punctually every dollar she owes, should it 
take the last cent, without inquiring whether it was 
spent wisely or foolishly. Should Iin this be by 
possibility mistaken—should she tarnish her untul- 
lied honor, and bring discredit on our common 
country, by refusing to redeem her plighted faith, 
(which I hold impossible,) deep as is my devotion 
to her, and mother as she is to me, I would disown 


her. } 3 # 


REPEAL OF THE SALF TAX. 


to which had been fefe 
ments connected with th 
bounties: 

1. Thirty queries on the salt trade, and salt manufacture in 
the West, addressed to his constituents by Mr. Benton of Mis- 
souri, with their answers thereto, showing the monopoly, adul- 
teration, deficient bushel, districted allowance, stinted quantity, 
and extortionate price, of salt in Missouri, and the necessity of 
the free admission of foreign salt. 

2. A communication from the Democratic State Convention 


the following docu- 
ties on salt and fishing 


in Missouri; from the Hon. Mr. Miller of Missouri; from the Hon, |! 
; with the necess ty of a repeal of the duty on salt, 


Mr. Chapman of Iowa; from Judge King of Missouri, shewing 
the monopoly, adulteration, extortionate price, and other abuses 
in the ealt trade; and the connection of several banks with the 
said monopoly and abuses. 

3. A general statementef the salt manufactories in the United 
States and their products, and cost of their salt at their works; 
with a particular account of the salt works in New England, in 
New York, at the Konawha, and on the Holston, in Virginia, 
and of the import ef foreign salt at New Orleans. 

4. Statistics of salt, showing its localities, diffusion, abun- 
dance, and universality; its various forms, both liquid and solid; 
its different qualities; its manufacture; its cheapness of first 
eosi; ita uses 1n the animal economy, in agriculture, in different 
branches of rural economy, and in the useful arts; its vast con- 
sumption; the tendency of monarchical governments to tax it 
oppreasively, both in ancient and in modern times; the repug- 
nance of the people to the tax in all ages; ita final abolition in 
many countries; compiled from English, French, and American 
Encyclopedias, and other authentic sources. 

Reported the same back to the Senate with a mo- 
tion that they be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN said that, as the documents ap- 
peared to be somewhat voluminous, and as it was 
almost impossible for Senators to read all the mat- 
ter that was ordered to be printed, he would like to 
hear something as to their character and value, be 
fore he gave his vote for printing. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said if it was not more 
valuable than the bundle of trash printed at the 
last session on the same subject, he should vote 
against the printing. A more wasteful expendi- 
ture of public money had never been made by any 
legislative body, than was sanctioned by the Senate 
in ordering that document to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama expressed his surprise 
at the opposition made to the motion of the Senator 
from Missonri. He, as the organ of a starding 
committee of this body, asks that certain papers, 
which had been referred tothem might be printed for 
the use of the Senate. When a committee ask 
for the printing of matter in relation to a subject 
which they have before them, it is ordered as a 
matter of cousse; and it was very unusual, if not 


She has spent her thou- ` 
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unprecedented, to oppose it. In regard to the salt 
document which was ordered to be printed at the 
last session, he considered it as one of great value; 
one which opened up to a large portion of the com- 
munity much valuable information, which, before 
its publication, was beyond their reach. The num- 
ber of that document which fell to the share of 
each Senator was about two hundred, and these he 
had readily distributed among his constituents, and 
he could have distributed many more with ad- 
vantage. 

Mr. DAVIS made some remarks in opposition 
to the printing. As to one portion of them—those 
relating to the fishing bounties—he would, when 
the subject properly eame before the Senate, show 
that they did not depend on the duty on salt, but 
rested on other considerations of great public in- 
terest. 

Mr. BENTON said the object of printing these 
papers was apparent from a statement of their con- 
tents; it was to enable the Senate to act with effect 
on the great subject of getting rid of the salt mo- 
nopoly in the West, and reducing the fishing boun- 
ties and allowances in proportion to the redaction 
of the duty on salt on which they were founded. 
The salt monopoly of the West was the offspring 
of the salt tax, and was an injury of several mil- 
lions of dollars per annum to the agriculture and 
rural economy of the West; the fishing bounties 
and allowances now amounted to $320,000 per 
annum, almost the whole of which was unduly 
drawn from the Treasury, and much of it illegally. 
He was almost the only —perhaps the only—mem- 
ber of Congress, who had arraigned this abuse, 
and he begged for a clear stage and fair play. He 
wanted his facts printed, and he would answer for 
the result. He said the fishing bounties and allow- 
ances had taken seven millions of dollars from the 
Treasury: they had received forty-six millions of 


bushels of salt free of duty, while the Western 


people suffered a cruel monopoly in that article, 
which led io extortionate prices, false measure, 
adulterated quality, stinted quantity, and every 
conceivable abuse; and all this connected with — 
banking. He joined issue with the Senator from 
Maasachuce'ts, [Mr. Davis,] on the salt tax and 
the fishing bounties and allowances; and would 
show that they were founded upon the salt tax, and 
ought to fall with it; and that they were not granted 
as an encouragement to a seaman’s nursery. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he had long been satisfied 


and would goas faras any Senator to effect it. 
His purpose in objecting to the printing of these 
papers was to get some information as to their cha- 


i racter and value, and he was now satisfied that 
| they eught to be printed. 


No mah estimated more 
highly the services of the Senator from Missouri, 
not enly in relation to this subject, but many others 
of great importance to the people of this country, 
than he did, and none felt higher admiration for the 
talents and energies whieh he had devoted to their 
accomplishment. 

Mr. ALLEN said that the salt document for- 
merly printed by or ier of the Senate, undoubtedly 
contained, as has been stated, some matter which 
enlarged its size, without a corresponding increase 
of its value. Yet, it certainly embraced much im- 
portant information, before unknown to the coun- 
try. I do not now remember what number of it 
was allotted to each Senator, but, on my selurn 
home, I was astonished to find that it had already 
so generally excited the attention of the people, 
and their desire to obtain it, that those received by 
me wer? insufficient to supply the demand. I 
shall, therefore, vote for the printing of these pa- 

ers, being, as they are, of a kindred characier. 
But, sir, I regret not this opposition to the motion, 
inasmuch as it has drawn from the mover {Mr. 
Benton] a speech fravght with information, ex- 
tracted, in advance, from the papers, and which 
will the better prepare the public mind for the pa 

ers themselves. mo f 
F Of two things, sir, no doubt can exist: nni 
i j ation, an a 
that salt is, to the whole bedy of the n a ato: 
solute necessary of life; and secondly, 


duction and sale are monopolized by cope or 
men, in many sections, if not throughout i ie inion, 
who stint the quantity produced, in © 
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hance the price to the people and the profit to 
themselves. This results from a double, indeed, a 
triangular, monopoly. In the first place, these 
companies enjoy a monopoly of bank faci ities 
which enab'es them to purchase or rent the whole 
yalt-water region—to clese as many of the exist- 
mg welis as their interest may iequire, and to pro- 
hibit the opening of others. Thus the monopo'y 
of faciities to purchase, gives them a monopoly 
of the source whence the article is drawn, and to 
these they add a monopoly of i's sale, in the first 
instance, to the retail merchant, who must pay the 
price the compsnies fix, as they alone can supply 
his demands. In this manner, an a'ticle which 
enters into the daily bread of every man, is taxed 
to an extent limited only by the rapacious pleasure 
of heartless combinations. And what, sir, is the 
character of these moncpolies? They are asso- 
ciations formed to suppre-s, not to develope, the 
natural resources of ths country, formed to rebuke 
nature for the abundant bounties she offers to 
necessituous man. What would be thought of the 
result, if companies of men should band themselves 
togeiher, obtain exclusive control over the whole 
iron region of Pennsylvania and of the Union, stike 
down half the furnaces and forges now in opera- 
lion, preventthe erection of others, reduce the 
quantity, monopolize the whole, and increase the 
-ptice of iroa from six to twenty dollars per hua- 
died? Would this state of things be endured by 
the people? And would they justify Congress in 
keeping up a tariff to exclude this article from 
abroad, and to foster its ruinous monopoly at 
home? No; and yet, so stands the fact, with re- 
gard to sait. ; 

Sir, if there be in our language one word which, 
Letter than any other, describes the exact idea of 
despotism, that word is monopoly. Within itself 
are contained all the essential elements of oppres- 
sion. When, daring her reign, the English Queen 
Elizabeth, bad granted to her courtiers monopolies 
of almost every branch and article of commerce, 
the just complaints of her plundered subjects 
roused the House of Commons to revolt against 
the cruel extortions thas practised upon them. 
Her authority was absolute over Parliament, and 
Parliament was obsequious to her will. But to all 
authority, and to all cbedience, necessity prescribes 
a limit. These monopolies were no longer to be 
borne, and when the Minister, being cailed upon in 
the House, read over the list of the articles monopo- 
lized, a member indignantly exclaimed: ‘Is not 
-bread among the number?” So palpable were 
these outrages upon the people, that the minister 
was required and compelled to give the royal 
piedge that they should be diminished; and dimi- 
Jnshed they were. 

Well, sir, how stands the matter with us? A 
Senator presents documents from citizens of his 
own and other States, containing evidence of this 
salt monopoly, of the injustice and oppression it 
inflicts upon the people. 
these papers preparatory to the repeal of the 
daly oa foreign salt, by which these grievances are 

fostered. And how is he met? Tne monopoly 
stated in the papers, no Senator denies; the injustice 
of the burden thus imposed upon the people, all 
must admit; yet this motion, which looks to the 
remedy of an evil so great, is resisted on the plea 


of expense, so small as it is kaown that expense 
must be. And by whom? With what propriety 
is this resistance made? It is made by Senators 
who, on former occasions, themselves moved and 
voted the printing of large and numerous volumes 
of documents, and that, though each document was 
but the duplica‘e of the other, and all but little else 
They were 
printed at a cost fifiyfold greater than this now 
proposed, and ata time, too, when we were told 
-by the same Senators that bankrupcy and de- 


than the mere registers of names. 


spair, both individual and national, were 
alone. to be found in the land. Bat 
these, sir, were bank documents, bank peti- 


tions, bank memorials, not asking relief for the 
people against monopolies, but demanding the 
peuple’s public treasure, the deposites, for the be- 
nefit of banks, and with them a renewal of char- 
ters, to enable these corporations still longer to 
prey upon the people. It was to print such docu. 


He asks the printing of 
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ments as these, for such objects as these, at such 
an expense, that those Senators, at such a lime as 
that, one and all, from day to day, moved, spoke, 
and voted. But now the case is changed. It is 
proposed to print papers with a view, not to in- 
crease the powers and profits of monopol’sts, but 
to relieve the pecple, the farmers, the mechanics, 
the laborers, against their rapacity: and to this 
it is answered, that these grievances, great 
though they be, must nevertheless be borne, 
because it will ccst some dollars to remove them. 
Sir, the truth is, and it shall be told, that Congress 
has become so habituated to receive and obey the 
dictates cf banks and monopo!ies—:o little accus- 
tomed to hear er to heed the suggestions and griev- 
ances of the farmers, the mechanics, and the la- 
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borers of the land—the real people of this country— ' 
they whcse toil constitutes its prosperity in peace, — 


whose valor its defence in war—that whenever 
they complain of wrong and injustice, as but sei- 
dom they do, their complaints are received with 
utter indifference, the very evidence of their truth 
being denied the favor of printed pub icity; yet let 
but a bank stalk into their chamber, and Senators 
spring to their feet, and hurry to embrace it, as if, 


with a monopoly of the currency, it enjoyed like- | 


wise a monopoly of all their affections. 


I look, sir, upon this move of the Senator from |! 


Missouri, as a measare of relief for the real peo- 
ple of this country—the great agricultural and 
working community; and as such, I will vote for 
the printing of the-e papers, to any reasonable 
number. 

Mr, CLAY of Kentucky replied to Mr. ALLEN 
with much animation. 
the Senator from Ohio, who had just taken his 
seat. He rose to mark the disorganising and revo- 
Jationary tendency of his remarks. All this about 
monopoly was but a new form of attacking the 
rights of property. A man may not use his pro- 
perty in what form he pleases, even if sanctioned 
by the laws of the community in which he lives, 
without being denounced as a monopolist. If this 
company in the western part of Virginia are great 
monopolists, is not the State of New York, with 
her extensive salt works, a still greater monopolist? 
He had for the last few years purchased salt for his 
own use which had been manufactared at the New 
York works, and he had got a good article at what 
he considered a fair price. Suppose such charges 
as were contained in these papers were made 
against that State, would her regresentalives on 
this floor sit quieily under them, and permit their 
publication to the world? But we are told that the 
object is to effect a repeal of the duty on salt—a 
repeal of this miserable duty of six cents per 
‘bushel! And how will that prevent the manufac- 


turers trom getting, what every man has a right to | 


gel, the highest price for his productions? But, sir, 
‘the whole tenor of the gentleman’s remarks were 
in conformity with that agrarian spirit, which I re- 
gret to be compelled to say has of late years been 
so prevalent, and which is rapidly increasing: that 
levelling spirit which is at war with the in- 
stitutions of the country: which first attacked 
the United States Bank, then the local banks, and 
now it is endeavoring to lay violent hands on the 
fishing bounties. But, he would ask, what right 
have you to interfere with the citizens of a sove- 
Teign State, and denounce them as monopclists, 
who are pursuing their avccations under the pro- 
tection of the laws of the State? If this company 
has transcended iis charter, and abused the powers 
conferred upon it by the Legislature of Virginia, 
send your complaints to Richmond, and they will 


arraign the Old Commonwealth at the bar of this 
Senate? If the Senator wishes to complain of mo- 
noprlies, let him go home to his own State. .Go 
to Colambus with your levelling sentiments, and 
see how they will be to'erated. He protested 
‘against the doetrines of the speech of the Senator 
from Ohio, as detestable in their nature and abomi- 
nable in their consequences. 

Mr. ALLEN replied. 
‘nO means surprised at. the inflamed feelings, so 
inflammably expressed by the Senator from Ken- 


He said he rose to mark . 


be investigated, and, if there is any truth in them, 
they will be redressed. What right have you to | 


lam, Mr. President, by | 


tucky [Mr. Cuay.] No, sir; for I was well aware | 
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that no man could here lift his finger against the 
abuses practised by privileged menopolies, how- 
ever obvious those abuses or ruinvus their effects 
upon the people, without incurring the prompt 
displeasure of Senators on the other side of this 
chamber. And why? Is the exis'eace of these 
monopolies disputed? Are the evi's resulting to 
the community denied? Net at all; neither the 
one or the other. ‘Their existence is justified, and 
the evils excused, on the sole pretence that 


both are beyond our reach, and within 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the States. We 
are, therefore, forbidden to speak of these 


things as burdens upon the people, although 
our avowed object in doing so is to show that these 
monopolies are fostered by an existing law of this 
Government, which it is proposed to repeal. If 
the facts exist—if they are the resulting conse- 
quences of our law, should not the law he repealed? 
Should we not give some reason for the repeai? 
And, ifso, how can the reason be given without 
speaking of the facts, which them: elves constitute 
that reason? 

But, sir, monopolies are in question, and mono- 
polies will never want friends and defenders. If 
their abuses cannot be openly justified, they will 
nevertheless be slyly drawn under the protection of 
some general principle, broad and terrible enough 
to affurd them impunity, and to affright the timid, 
who might otherwise be inclined to expose them. 
Thus itis in the present instance. The production 
and sale of one of the common necessaries of life 


: are, throughout the country, monopolized by com- 


binations of men, who, aided by an existing law of 
this Government, are enabled to extort the most 
unreasonable prices from the people. Well, sir, 
I spoke of this public evil as a reason for repealing 
ihe law by which it is aggravated; and this it is 
that the Senator from Kentucky denounces as an 
attack upon property; as if these companies 
had the right of preperty in a public law, that 
rendered it intangible to the law-making and 
law-revising power. It is this that he de- 
clares an assault upon private rights; and 
it is for having thus complained of these abuses, 
and proposed a remedy, that the Senator rose, as 
he said, to mark me—to mark the principle | ad- 
vanced, as tending to the destruction of property, 
to a system of levelling and public confusion. 
And what, sir, is this prisciple of levelling? Does 
it consist in defending the rigits of the people, and 
the proceeds of their toil, against the insaliate ra- 
pacity of these monopolies—monopolies which 
have already taken every form and shape—which 
subsist upon taxes drawn from the people, against 
their will—which have utterly destroyed the po- 
litieal equality of men, in a Government de- 
signed to render all politically equal, and 
which, in every part of the land, now lft 
thems-lves above the surrounding multitude, as 
the numberless mounds upon the plains of the 
West, rise above the uniform level? If, sir, an 
honest res'stance to this prevailing tendency of 
every thing, in our age and country,'towards mono- 
poly—towards the conceniration of all business, of 
all property, and of all power, in the hands of char- 
tered combinations—towards the extinction of the 
individual man and the erection of privileged or- 
ders, as the sole constituent elements of the politi- 
cal sysiem—in a word, towards the establishment 
of an aristocracy founded in fraul and nurtured 
by pillage—if, sir, resistance to this tendency of 
things—if a defence of the rights of men, as sincere 


| as it is fearless, against every effort to plundey and 


oppress them—if a deep and a generous sympathy 
with my countrymen in all their sufferings and in 
all their joys—if a desire to s:e all happy, no mor- 
tal} miserable, and if a firm determination to do the 
duty ofa good citizen to eflect these ends —if these 
things constitute a leveller, then a leveller am J. 
Sir, every law of nature is a law of equality. 
Upon that basis was this Government formed. By 
its fundamental law each citizen stands upon a 
political level. From that level he starts, alike 
unaided and unrestrained by Government, to rise 
or to sink in the social scale, to whatever point his 


“virtues, his abilities; his industry, his economy, oF 


the want of these qualities, may ñx as the mark 
of his merit, Protected in all the rights he pos- 
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restes, restricted only by the rights of others, he 
is left to determine for himselt his own sccial 
rauk and fortune in life. 
or fortune may be, politically, he never leaves that 
level. 
things, law cannot discriminate in favor of one 
man, without, by the same act, discriminating to 
the prejudice of another, that free institutions re- 
fuse to discriminate at all. Thus it is, that politi- 
tical equality, by making the gratification of each 


man’s hopes depend alone upon himself, stimulates | 


But whatever this rank | 


And, sir, it is because, in the nature of | 


| polies, to go home to Columbus, to the Legisla- 


: Me to go home. 
' at my own volition. 
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whatever we havea right todo, for no other reason 
than that we are forbidden, by those who have no 
right to forbid: 

A word more. The Senator frem Kentucky 
tells me, if I wish to complain of these salt mono- 


ture. That Senator, on a former cccasion, to!d 
I did so—not at his bidding, but 
There, sir, I saw the sove- 


` reign people face to face; we talked to each other; 


every faculty, discourages every vicc,and produces, `; 


intheend, a greater aggregate of virtue and of 
happiness, than any other form of Government 
allows. These, sir, are the reasons of nature; they 


were the reasons of those who founded our insti- ` 
these are the sentiments which | 
the Senator from Kentucky denounces,as an assault |; 


tutions; and 


upon property; as tending to level society. Yes; 
level, leveller—these were his words; and now sir, 


I demand to know by what authority in this Go- | 


vernment that Senator presumes to lift himself 
above the common level of his countrymen? Le- 
veller! What friend of liberty—what man cf jus- 
tice and magnanimity desires to be otherwise. Sir, 


it becomes not me to speak of myself; but since the | 


Senator from Kentucky rose, as he said, “to mark 
the Senator from Obio,” I, in my turn, rise to tell 
that Senator that I would utterly disdain to accept 
any political discrimination in my favor, over the 


humblest, the poorest citizen, who lives by my | 


side. No; I would spum it, if for no other reason, 


because the pride of my soul would never acknow- ' 
ledge a natural inferiority, requiring such discrimi- | 


nation to render me the equal of any man. 

Bat again: these sentiments, it seems, assault 
private rights—terd to public distraction. For this 
argument, the Senator merits not the glory of ori- 
ginali'y. No: Itisas old asthe world. It was 
the first, it is the last, the only argument of despo- 
tism against popular government. Every defence 
of the rights of man, every effort for civil liberty 
has ever been, and ever will be, dencunced as tendi- 
ing to ihe insecurity of property and,by consequence, 
to public anarchy. The jure divino right of kings 
to rule, in absolute despotism, over mankind, is 
claimed as a resulting necessity from the danger 
to which, it is alleged, private rights and public or- 
der are exposed by free institutions. This princi- 
ple of absolute, irresponsible power, so revolting as 
it is to human reason, so odious to human jus‘ice, 
has long been scouted cut from the southwestern 
portion of Europe. [Kt flourishes in full maturity 
only in the oriental world, whilst in the North, and 
in a part of central Europe, it livesina form now 
so modified as to indicate its approaching total de- 
cay. But wherever it is found, and in whatever 
form, it stands upon the. same inveterate argu- 
ment. And, sir, if Prince Metternich, its ablest 
defender in Europe, at this day, were now asked 
the question, “Can popular institutions permanently 
exisi?” his answer would be, No. In support of 
this answer, he could but repeat the reasoning 
of the Senator from Kentucky. He would tell 
you property is insecure; the unbridled will of an 
unbridled people, tends to reduce men and things 
to an uniform level, and must, therefore, result in 
anarchy and ruin. Such ever has been, ever will 
te, the argument of its enemies, against civil li- 
berty. Sir, the sentiments we have heard,the efforts 
we have seen this session, in the Senate, portend to 
this country a gloomy future, if these sentiments 
and efforts prevail. Public grievances exist, yet 

the people are tobe told, told by the Senate, their own 

Senate, that they are not allowed to see the evidence 

of these facis. Such is the case, not only in the present 

instance, but such was likewise the: course, but a 

day or two ago, in relation to the commitiee’s re- 
port on the debts of the States. Then, as now, an 
effort was made to withhold from the people the 
facts and the reasons upon a subjectof the most 
Vital importance to every man in the Republic. 
But, sir, I regret not this course of Senators, Their 
hostility to the publication of that report, andof these 
documents, wili whet the public cariosity to- gee 
them; and thousands who might otherwise haye 
remained indifferent, will now seek them with 
avidity. For, sir, there is ia our nature a Principle 
esistance to restraint, which Promp's us to do 


_ home. 


` Je all that is made at home. 


I speak not of results. But, sir, I sha!] not retort 
this command on that Senator, and tell him to go 
No, rot I; I want him. here. I would not 
that he should leave this body for any amount of 
the best coin my friend from Missouri ever pro- 
posed to circulate. So long as that Senator con- 
tinues here, the people will understand the princi- 
ples of his party, and that is all we desire. Long, 
therefore, may he remain; and, as an individual, 
long may he enjoy health and happiness. 

Mr. PRESTON said he was in favor of a repeal | 
of this duty; and when the question came before the | 
Senate, he should vote for the repeal. It was one i 
of the absolute necessaries of life, and he was in 
favor of so raising our revenue, as to make it fall 
Principally on articles of luxury. But he could 
not permit the remarks of some Senators who had 
participated in this debate, to pass without notice. 
He thought their tendency was mischievous in the 
highest degree. He thought these appeals to the 
passions of the people, which were becoming so fre- 
guent of late, should not receive the countenance of 


the bedy. Such appeals had been the means used | 
by demagogues, in all ages, to enslave the people, 
whose name they invoked in their inflammatory ap- | 


peals, The atrocities of Danton, of Marat, and of 
Robespierre, were all perpetrated in the name of 
the people, who were massacred in myriads, and 
whose blood was shed upon a thousand scaffolds, 
under the orders of these monsters in human 
shape. Gentlemen, by their remarks, would lead 
us to believe they intended to advance the pesition 
that this was a Government of the people, which 
would be entirely subversive of the principles upon 
which it is based. This wasa confederate Go- 
vernment, composed of sovereign States. We are 
the representatives of sovereign States, and the re- 
presentative of a State with one hundred thonsand 
inhabitants is equal, on this floor, to him who re- 
presents a State with a million of inhabitants. 

He regretted to see the prevalence of such disor- 
ganising and levelling doctrines, which were of the 
Fanny Wright schoo! of politicians, and were as 


j destructive of the rights of property as they were 


contrary to the principles and spirit of out institu- 
tions. 
Mr. BENTON was well pleased that the Senator | 


frem South Carolina [Mr. Preston] would vote | 


for the abolition of the salt tax; it would be a good 
vote, and would offset his speech against printing. 


He was sorry to hear the old monarchical cry | 


against attacks on preperty. It was an old ery, 
beginning wiih the origin of monopolies, and con- 


tinued down to the present day. There were but two | 
parties in politics, and never had been, and never | 
would be. They had existed always, and might | 


te seen in the Bible—in first Samuel—as well as 
in alljprofane history. One of these parties, after 
getting undue advantages, formerly by force, now 
by corporations and monopolies, always raise the 
cry of attacks on property when any of their undue 
acquisitions were in danger. This old cry had long 
been worn out. It was actually used up by the 
Federalists about forty years ago. And with what 
face invoksd now? A. parcel of salt monopolizers 
who rent furnaces and wells to be idle—who hire | 
owners of salt water not to dig for it~who poison 
their salt by adulteration—who stint. the supply 
to the community—who district the country and 
allowance it, and allow it not half enough; these 
monopolizers, by their defenders on this floor, cry 
out that their property is attacked when we pro- 
pose to prove iheir monopoly, and its abuses, and | 
to repeal the salt duty which, by impeding the im- 


Jortalion of foreign salt, enables them to monepo- 
. Mr. B. said, who objects to the printing of this 
testimeny, showing the salt monopoly in the Wesi? 
Who objects to the piinting? The very party, and 
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the very persons, who printed six large volumes of 
pinic memorials and petitions for the Bank of the 
United Siates, during the panic session of Con- 
gress! These are the gentlemen who object to this 
printing. We have evidence, drawn from nearly 
thirty counties in Missouri, signed by several hun- 
dred citizens of known character; and objection is 
made to printing their testimony, and made by 
those who printed six volumes of panic petitions 
for the Bank of the United States, signed by the 
retainers of the Bank, and by unknown persons, 
and, as was said at the time, by the dead! for it 
was said that the names of the dead were upon 
them, and that many of the p:titions looked like 
they had got their names from the tomb stones. 

Mr. B. said, here was a new attempt at a panic; 
but it could not succeed. The attempt now is to 
make people believe that property was attacked ! 
It was a weak attempt, and would end ridiculously. 
The time had gone by for these successful assaults 
on the nerves. Without the aid of the Bank of 
the United States, no panic could be made in this 
country; and that institution had now got too weak 
and too low to be able to make alarm and distress. 
Far from attacking properly, it was monopoly 
which was attacked; and the only effort was to 
prove the salt monopoly and abuses, and tn with- 
draw from it the aid and support of the Federal 
Government. The Government aided this abuse 
by its tax on foreign salt; and the only application 
was to withdraw the aid, by abolishing the tax. 

Gentlemen said the tex was a trifle—only six or 
eight cents. Did these gentlemen know that that 
was a tax of near one hundred per centum on 
Turks Island salt; and upwards of one hundred 
on Portuguese and Spanish salt; and near two 
hundred per centum on Italian and Adriatic salt? 
If they knew this, they should not call the tax a 
trifle; if they did not, let them vote for printing the 
papers presented, and they would learn it. They 
would learn that the price of alum salt, the import 
ptice, was from eight or nine cents a bushel down 
to two and a half and three cents a bushel. 

Mr. B. said, if the tax was nothing, why did the 
monopolizers wish it to be kept up? If it an- 
swered them no purpose, why object to its sup- 
pression? Their language was one thing, and 
their conduct another. They know that a duty of 
one cent is just as good for them as a duty of 
twenty cen's. All they want is a duty—no matter 
how small—any thing that will compel the importer 
to go to the custom-house, and procure American 
security for the payment of the tax. The credit 
on the sait duty is nine months; but American 
security must be given; two American citizens 
must be got for security. This throws the foreign 
salt into the hands of those who make it a business 
to furnish this security. This creates a barrier to 
the free importation of salt, and enables the mo- 
nopolizers and their associates to get possession of 
the foreign salt at New Orleans; and possession is 
all they want. One cent duty is as.good to them 
as twenty; and, therefore, they struggle as hard to 
keep upa duty of six or eightceats, as. they did to 
keep up a duty of twenty cents. Any daty will 
answer their purpose; and, therefore, they struggle 
as hard for the smallest duty as for the largest. In 
this they were like the Bank of the United States, 
which struggled as hard for a six years’ charter, or 
fora twelve years’ charter, or for an elongated 
charter, az it had done for the full term of twenty 
years: and why? Because any charter which pro- 
longed it a few years would prolong it forever! 
This it knew, and, therefore, worked violently tor 
the shortest term—no matter how short. So of 
these salt monopolizers. Any duty which throws 
the. importer of salt upon their agents or accom- 
plices, for American security, will answer their 
purpose. They will be satisfied. with.one cent 
duty. % was Lee i un iE 

Mr. B. scouted, the charge of, altagk - upon. pro: 
perty as being equally stale and unfoubde aes on 
that no false issaes should -ga from the chamber. 

i aor, xi infamotis, and dia- 
The attack was tipoa- Sa Guga hich would cover 
bolical monopoly, A mon h blache s, if the papers 
its authors and defenders with b aa "M a ‘i 
which be offeré: e utd he -prinfed. r. B. then 
fedd several exiteets from the papers to prove the 
monopoly and its great abuses in suppressing thg 
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manofactore of salt—in adulterating it—in raising 
the price—in giving false measure—an‘ in district- 
ing, allowancing, and stinting the Western 
country. 

Mr. B. said that combirations to raise the price 
of a necessary of life, was a crime by the laws of 
all civilized countries, and was punished as such; 
yet here, on the floor of the American Senate, such 
acombination was not merely defended, but to ask 
the United States to cease to aid and encourage it, 
was called an attack upon the property of the mo- 
nopolizers! Sach is the perversion of judgment 
and feeling which even penetrates this chamber in 
this age of monopolies and chartered privileges ! 
He said it was nearly as bad now as it was in John 
Law’s time, under the Regent Duke of Orleans— 
the Mark Anthony of medern times—when mone- 
poly was the order of the day; and when dukes, 
counts, and marquises, were engaged in monopolies 
of soap, grease, hay, oats, sugar, spices, coffee, 
&e. dec. &c. 

Mr. B. said it was curious to see the parallel 
between the present times and those of John Law. 
He was the father of the credit system, as it is 
called, that is to say, the system of fictitious and 
baseless credit—credit which has neither property 
nor character to rest upon—nothing but the impu- 
dence of the credifee and the eredulity of the credi- 
ter—and the success of the credifee in multiplying 
his fands by ten. This was the whole credit sys- 
tem of Law. Decupler was his word. Multiply 
by ten was his game. With a capital of a hundred 

thousand, do business fer a million, and draw pro- 
fit apon the million; this was his plan, and it is 
the plan now followed in the United States; and 
with the same results in all things, and especially 
in the business of monopolies. Every thing is 
now a sabject of monopoly in the United States, 
ail aided and engendered by the bank monopolies, 
Beef, bacon, pork, butter, eggs, fluur, salt; all, all, 
fall into the vortex of monopoly; and the most 
odious of these, that of the salt monopoly, is aided 
and fostered by our duty on foreign salt. 

Mr. B. said he never felt more hearty in any 
cause than in this attack upon the salt tax, its mo- 
nopoly and abu:es. Not even in the case of the 
most glorious expunging resolution, did his feel- 
ings and judgment go more ardently together. He 
was an enemy to a salt tax by itself, and to a mo- 
nopoly by itself; but here both the tax and the mo- 
nopoly went together; the two abuses were united, 
and produced unmeasured mischief to the commu- 
nity; and he pledged himself to the Senate and the 
people to make battle against these abuses until 
they were abolished, or until his capacity for battle 
ceased. What he now said was nothing. When 
he got the papers printed, he should bring out the 
facts, which would be worihy of the pub'ic atten- 
tion. In this nineteenth century, the facts and the 
reasons were all that was wanted. Regular built 
orations were now nothing. 

Mr. B. returned to the question before the Senate, 
which was—not the repeal of the salt tax—but the 
printing of the papers to show that it ought to be 
repealed. One thing at a time was enongh. When 
the question of repeal came on he would go into 
it with a spirit to go through it, and would thank 
the friends of the tax for their custom. For the 
present, he wanted the information printed, which 
would show the injury done to the country by the 
daty on foreign salt, and the injary done to the 
Treasury by the fishing bounties and allowances. 
The Salt Document printed last spring had done 
great good; it had killed the salt tax as far as it 
went! He believed no one read it without being 
convinced that the tax eughtto be repealed. The 
wrath of the friends of the tax against this doca- 
ment, showes its value to the country. They de- 
nounce it for the harm it does their cause, and 
the good it does ours. So of the present papers; 
they oppose the printing, because it will complete 
the work which the other document began. They 

oppose these papers for the same cause they op- 
posed the others. 


Mr. WRIGHT said he rose to ask what was the 
question before the Senate? The debate had taken 
so wide a 1ange, that the real question was likely 
to be lost sight of. What was it? Simply to print 
the papers referred to in the motion of the Senator 
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from Missouri. Tho-e papers had been presented 
by that honorable Senator to the Senate; had been, 
on his motion, referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, and were now reported back Ly that mem- 
ber of the committee, with instructions to ask for 
their printing. The mction to print was now be- 
fore the body, and was the only question presented 
for its action. Would any one who had listened 
to this d:bate, without a knowledge of these facts, 
have supposed this to be the question under discus- 
sion? Would they not rather have supposed that 
the bill for the repeal of the duty on salt, or some 
measure having for its object the pun’shment of 
monopolies and frauds in the dealers in salt, was 
now before the Senate, and about to receive ils 
action? It seemed to him that no other conclusion 
could have been formed by the impartial listener to 
the discussion. Yet no such proposition as either 
of these had been preseated by the Commiitee on 
Finance. 

It was troe, a bill had been introduced by the ho- 
norable Senator from Missouri, proposing to repeal 
the duty on salt, and that bill had been referred to 
the Committee en Finance; but it was also true 
that the committee had not yet even taken up thet 
measure for consideration, much less made any re- 
port upon it. It remained in the hands and po-s 
session of the committee, wholly unacted upon, and 
was not in the possession or within the reach of the 
Senate for its action. Still the debate would have 
compelled a hearer to suppose that the committce 
bad reported back that bill, had recommended its 
passage, and were now urging the Senate to final 
action upon it. Net only so, but the further im- 
pression would be produced that the Committee on 
Finance of the Senate had originated and presented 
to the Senate penal enactments against those who 
bad attempted to govern the price of salt in various 
parts of the country, by associated monopolies. 

It was his duty, standing as he did, in relation 
to that committee, to correct impressions so erro- 
neous, and so certain to follow wherever a report 
of this debate should go. The committee, as he 
had already said, had not cven considered the bill 
to repeal the duty upon salt. They had not, so far 
as he knew, formed any opinion in regard to that 
measure. Certainly they had not, as a committee, 
expressed any opinion upon it. Much less had they 
at'empted to assert the right in Congress, to punish 
monopolies and mischievous associations in the 
States of the Union, of any character. ‘They had 
simply recommended the printing of certain pa- 
pers referred to them by an express order of the 
Senate, touching the subject of the salt bill, and 
the fishing bounties, though he did not himself con- 
sider a portion of the papers as relating very di- 
rectly to any of the provisions of the bill before 
the committee. 
was, as he thought, and as the committee thought, 


country, to every interest connected with the es- 
sential article of salt. 

He was not very familiar with the contents of 
the papers. They were voluminous, and the com- 
mittee had not thought it necessary to detain them 
for minute examination, in their manuscript form, 
after they had seen enough of their contents to 
render the printing, in their judgments, proper. He 
could not, therefore, speak particularly of the in- 
formation proposed to be furnished to the Senate 
and the country by the printing. He would make 
one or two general references to parts of it, and to 
those parts less relating to the salt bill, and he 
would make the practices at the Kanawhasalt works 


recollected more particularly the history given in 
the papers of the fraudulent and mischevous prac- 
tices there. He would be corrected by the hon- 
orab’e Senator from Missouri, who was perfectly 
familiar with the whole testimony, if he should err 
in his facts. 

One of the practices to which he alluded, was 
that of forming an association to monopolize the 
whole of those extensive works in the hands, and 
under the control, of a single company; then to 
limit the supply of salt for the country depending 
upon those manufactories for the article, and thus 
to raise the price most exorbitantly to the consg- 


Yet that portion of the papers ; 


the basis of his statements, because he thought he | 
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mers. The process was to possess themselves of a 
small number of the manufactories for actual uss, 
and to pay a stipulated annual rent to all the 
others te remain idle, and make no salt; then to 
district the country to be supplied wih salt; to ap- 
point a selling agent foreach district; to send all 
the salt for each district to that agent, and to him 
only; and to give him, from time to time, a limit, 
or minimum of price, below which no salt should 
be sold in his district, To such an extent had this 
system bern carried, that. of some hundred and 
sixty manufacter.es at Kanawha, but forty bad 
been worked for the year, tie remaining one hvn- 
dred and twenty being hired to remain closed, white 
salt to the consumers, dependent upon these works 
for their supply, had been saised to the enormous 
price of three dollars; and he believed sometimes 


even much higher, for the bushel of fifty pounds 


weight. 

Another practice was also disclosed, not less re- 
prebensible, and perhaps infinitely mere injurious 
to the public. This was the practice of aduiterat- 
ing, by system and design, the small quantity of 
salt made, and thus sparingly dealt ont to the com- 
munity under the arrangements for extortion be- 


-fore described. The adul-eration was effected by 


| 


| sit; no. 
| salt works are not to be injured by developing the 


using chemical agents to retain in the salt im- 


|, purities held in solution in the water, and which, 


without being thus retained, would be principally, 
if not entirely, separated and excluded by the sim- 
ple process of boiling. Tallow was said to be the 
principal agent thus employed, and such was the 
effect described to be, that, while the selt made 
would have a more rich and white and beau‘ifal 
appearance to the uninstructed eye, one hundred 
pounds of tallow was considered equivalent to 
the ordinary rent of a manufactory for a season, 
or about five thousand bushels of salt. 

Mr. W. said he would go into no further detail 
as to the contents of these papers, nor would he 
stop to consider the pertinency of the facts he had 
stated to the salt bill in the hands of the committee. 
It was enough for his purpose that the statements 
were made, that they were laid before the Senate 
and the committee as facts, that they rested upon 
responsible authority, and that they were deeply 
interesting to the whole country. These conside- 
rations were sufficient to induce him, as a member 
of the committee, to recommend the printing, and 
would induce him, as a member of the Senate, to 
vote for it. 

The charges against the manufacturers of, and 
dealers in, salt, are grave and particular. Are they 
founded in truth? If so, the publ'c ought to have 
full possession of them. Are they false? They 
ought to be made known that they may be met and 
refuted. Why then should we refuse to print the 
papers? Upon what grounds was the motion op- 


“ posed? Strange as it might seem, principally upon 
well worthy of publication. They disclosed facts |: 
deeply interesting to every inhabitant of the whole | 


the ground that the printing would be an infringe- 
ment of the rights of the States! 
An infringement of the great State Rights prin- 


; ciple, in our system, for the Senate to order the 
| printing of these papers? Papers, if true, deve- 


loping the most wicked system of frauds and im- 
positions, in reference to one of the necessaries of 
buman and animal life, which has ever been deve- 
loped to an intelligent people? And how is this 
objection to the printing sustained? By a reference 
to his own State! He is told here that she is the 
greatest monopolizer of salt in this Union, and that 
the printing of these papers will damnify her im- 
portant interests in the article. Is this so? No, 
Her interests in her extensive and useful 


frauds and impositions practised elsewhere. On 
the contrary, her direct interest is to have these pa- 
pers printed, and the truth known in reference to 
the whole matter, and especially that she may thus 
show the superiority of her system of police upon 
this subject. She has not submitted the manufacture 
of salt, at her works, to speculators and monopoli- 
zers, so far as the purity of the article is concerned. 


| That power she has retained in her own hands. 


Every drop of water boiled, or evaporated, is sup- 
plied by State agents and under the supervision of 
State officers, and every bushel of salt made is 
carefully inspected by a competent State officer, 
and its purity thoroughly tested, before itis per- 
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mitted to seex a market among the consumers. 
Without fraud and perjury in these officers, or 
smugzling on the part of the manufacturers, no 
imposition can be practised upon the public in the 
quality of the New York salt. Thesame police is a 
perfect defence agamst the monopolies complained 
of in these papers. They could not exist without 
the knowledge of the officers referred to, and they 
would be faithless to their duty to suffer them to 
exist for a day without Leing made known to the 
whole State and to the whole country. This obli- 
gation would arise from their moral duties as pub- 
lic servants; but there is another obligation upon 
hem more direct and immediate. The State im- 
poses a duty per bushel upon the salt made, and to 
guard and protect and foster that revenue, is the 
especial duty of these officers. Any association, 
therefore, to diminish the quantity of salt made, 
would be, to the same extent, a conspiracy to dimi- 
nish the State revenue, and would, in that way, 
come within the especial jurisdiction of those offi- 
cers, and call upon them for prompt exposition. 

It is not new to the experience of that State that 
great frauds may be practised in the adulteration 
of the salt made, nor is it that extortion in the price 
of the salt may be attempted by the manufacta- 
rers. Hence the retention by the State of its mi- 
nule control over the whole matter, and its con- 
stant and continued efforts to furnish a pure and 
wholesome quality of salt. It is not enough, upon 
this point, that frauds and intended adulterations 
are guarded against. Expense must be incurred, 
the nicest processes of manufacture must te adopt- 
ed, and the extremest vigilance used to expel from 
the water its impurities, and make it yield a pure 
salt. To these pvints the constant attention of the 
State inspectors have been directed, and the re- 
sults, within the last twenty years, have been tri- 
umphant. 

Is that State, then, to be told that her interests 
depend upon secresy in these matters?—that her re- 
venue is to be destroyed by the publication of 
these papers, and the exposition of abuses such as 
he had pointed out, existing elsewhere? Are her 
dignity and sovereignty to be infringed by such a 
publication, a prociamaticn of frauds connected 
with other salt works in the country, similar to 
those which her experience has taught her would 
exist at her own, but for the vigilant supervision 
which she has been wise enough to retain over 
them? ; 

No, Mr. President, (said Mr. W.) New York 
has no such fears to entertain from this harmless 
motion. She has, however, a direct interest in the 
publication of these papers. Her salt is a pure ar- 
ticle. It goes into the market without combina- 
tions to raise the price. Her works can supply 
any quantity for which a fair market can be found, 
and her revenue is graduated by the quantity ma- 
nufactured and sold. If, then, it be shown that, 
in consequence of frauds at other salines, she can 
furnish a better and cheaper article to their custom- 
ers, her interests are promoted by the develop- 
ment. What is the fact now stated by the honora- 
ble Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Cray?) That 
he has, for the last year or two, obtained his sup- 
ply of salt from the New York works, and that he 
has received a pure article, at a fair price. Where 
are the Kanawha works, compared with those of 
New York, in reference to him? And if the New 
York salt can descend the Ohio to the point re- 
quired to supply the honorable Senator, what por- 
tion of the country is there, accustomed to depend 
upon the Kanawha works for a supply of salt, 
which cannot be supplied from Onondaga? Let the 
facts be known, then. Let it be understood that a 
wide and open market exists for pure salt within 
the reach of the New York wurks, and he would 
be responsible for the injury to her interests, her 
feelings, or ber sovereignty, from the publication of 
the fact. 

Suppose, sir, that the charges contained in these 
papers were directed against the New York salt 
manufactories, Would it be my duty to rise in 
my place here, and resist their publication? No, 
sir. Whether tine or false, that State would exact 


no such duty from her Representatives here. It: 
has never been her practice to conceal any attempts — 


at fraud, connected with her extensive and rich 


salines. On the contrary, she has always sought 
to give to every imposition upon the public the 
most extensive publication, and she will not require 
of those who represent her here to attempt to make 
secrets of that information in relation to others, 
which she invariably makes public in relation to 
herself. 

Another objection to the printing of these papers 
is urged, not less singular than that which has just 
been considered. It is said that the motion savors 
of agrarianism; that the attempt to expose these 
monopolies and frauds here, by a publication of 
the proof of their existence and extent, is acting 
upon a principle which, carried out in practice, 
would lead to the distribut'on of property, and the 
other levelling doctrines of the agrarians. Mr. W. 


said it would be difficult to make any distribution | 


of property by which he should not be benefited 
in a pecuniary sense, but it was nevertheless a 
doctrine which he repudiated, and he should be 
compelled to vote against the motion, if he could 
see that principle in the order to print. He could 
not, however; and he was surprised to hear the 
opinion advavced. No legislation is proposed, and 
all that is asked is the simple publication of most 
important information upen a subject of universal 
interest. If the statements contained in the papers 
be true, he was sure no one would attempt to 
justify the practices complained of. Should they 
not then be made known? 

Suppose it were charged here, with the authen- 
ticity of this testimony, that a number of farmers in 
Western New York had combined to raise and 
control the price of provisions, and that to accom- 
plish their object, they had hired three-foarths of 
the farmers of that fertile wheat growing region 
net to cultivate their farms for « given season. 
Would it be his duty, as a Representative of the 
State here, to resist the publication of the fact? 
No. It would be his duty as weil to his State and 
the people he represented, as to himself, to give it 
publication, to proclaim it to the world, and thus 
do all that it is in our power to do to arrest the in- 
tended evil. 

The honorable Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. Presren] had said that we do not represent 
the people here; that we are the representatives of 
the sovereign States, not of the people of the States; 
that one Senator may represent a million of popu- 
lation, and another one hundred thousand, and yet 
we are all equal here. This is true; and yet where 
rests the sovereignty of the States, but in the peo- 
ple? Who are the sovereigns of the States but the 
people? And would he have those of us who re- 
prezent populous States forget our increased obli- 
gations growing out of the increased interests com- 
mitted to our charge? Would he make us un- 
mindful of the fact that we represent millions ia- 
stead of thousands, and of the interests, the wishes, 
and the safety of those millions? 

(Here several Senators, among whom the voices 
of Mr. Wessrer and Mr. Cray were heard, said 
“Yes, that is the rule; we ought to represent the 
people of our respective States.”’] 

Mr. W. said he thanked the gentlemen for re- 
minding him of the tendency of his remark. It 
would save him a future explanation. He had 
said upon that point precisely what he intended. 
He held it to be his duty truly to represent the 
wishes and interes's of the people of the State 
which had honored him with a seat here, and he 
should continue to govern his actsand votes by what 
he believed to be those interests and wishes, unless 
arrested in his course by the command of another 
and a controlling voice. He hoped this explana- 
tion would satisfy the gentlemen upon the other 
side of the House, who had manifested so kind an 
interest in his faithfulness to his constituents. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he had no objection to the 
printing of these papers. The time is coming when 
this subject will be dispassionately considered, and 
at thattime, though he would throw out no chal- 
lenge, he would endeavor to prove that the present 
moderate duty on salt was necessary to keep the 
article at fix:d and uniform prices, and that it had 
no tendency to produce or aggravate the high 
prices which were complained of. 


“Mr. CALHOUN said, that as the question was || 


about to be put, he desired to make a few remarks 


on the motion, before he gave his vote. In the 
first piace, he wished to know from the chairman 
of the Committee of Finance [Mr. Wricat] 
whether the proposition to print these papers at this 
time, is intended to have any practical bearing ; 
or, in other words, is it the intention of that com- 
mittee to report the bill now before it, to repeal the 
aay on salt, for the action of the Senate this ses- 
sion 

[The answer of Mr. Wricur not being very de- 
finite, Mr. C. continued.] 

I understood from the declaration of the Senator 
who introduced the bill, [Mr. Bewron,] that it was 
in'ended to press the passage of the bill this session. 

{Mr. Benton said, yes. ] 

Well, then, I shall vote against the printing, be- 
canse, among other reasons, I am opposed to the 
repeal, or any other action on the subject, at this 
time. According to my view of your finances, 
we shall have not a cent to spare. The most 
rigid economy will scarcely be sufficient to carry 
us through the year without borrowing, or, 
what is the same, in effect, resorting to our 
own credit; and if the duty on salt should 
be repealed, the deficit would have to be 
made up by laying a corresponding daty on 
something else, or to borrow money to make good 
the deficit, to either of which I am opposed. I ask 
the chairman if my impression as to the state of 
the Treasury, and what must be the consequence of 
a repeal of the duty, is not correct? 

(Mr. Wricur assented.] 

I now ask the Senators from that portion of the 
Union, for whose benefit it is proposed to make the 
repeal, and through which the Cumberland road 
passes, whether they are prepared to vote the bur- 


` den off their shoulders, at this time, and to ask us, 


in the next breath, to borrow money to carry on 
that road for their accommodation? I hope not; 
and, if not, teat they will add their vote against the 
useless expenditure, at this time, of printing these 
papers. 

But, sir, this is not my only objection to the re- 
peal, even if it should be found to be expedient 
when the question comes fairly before us, as it 
must in a short time. The compromise act is 
taking off the duty on salt as rapidly as the interest 
of commerce and the commonity will permit. It 
is now about six cen!s the bushel, and will be re- 
duced, ia the course of the next two years, to two 
cents the bushel, making the reduction, at the end 
of the period, compared to what it is at this time, 
equal to 100 per cent. per annum, which is suffi- 
ciently rapid, one would suppose, to satisfy the 
warmest friend of repeal; and certainly as rapid as 
is consistent with sound commercial principles. I 
need not tell the most ignorant of the laws of trade, 
that all sudden transitions are ruinous to the regu- 
lar and fair trader, as well as injurious to the ge- 
neral interest of the community, and ought to be 
carefully avoided, even where the change is, in the 
end, expedient. 

There is another decisive objection, not only against 
the repeal at this time, but the agitation of the sub- 
ject itself. It is we'l known that there’ must be a 
general revision of the duties on imports at this or 
the next session, un Jer the compromise act, which 
ceases to operate in 1842. Itis vastly important 
that the adjustment to be made should be such as 
will place the system of duties on the most equal 
and permanent basis, looking to the general inte- 
rest of the country in the broadest light. To do 
this, we must come to the great work calmly and 
dispassionately, with the whole subject before us, 
free from previcus sectional agitation or commit- 
ment as to the articles in regard to which the,se- 
veral portions of the Union may be particalarly in- 
terested. It is thus only that the whole subject > 
be fairly considered, and satisfactorily adjusted. 
Every one, who knows any thing of the ĝi ty 
ot the task, must feel and acknowledge thé correct- 
ness of these views; and I would now ask, is it fait 
for any one portion of the Union to ‘sk gte ad 
lieved of its burden, in advance of the rest? A 
it not give itan ady ptage, when the general ad- 


justment comes, undet. eyngderation? And is the 


i d io sej o& sach advantage at this 
a a oahi it beige ie yight or manly in her to 
ask this concession from the other portions of the 
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Union at this time? We must not deceive ourselves. 
If salt is to be exempt from duty, some other arti- 
cle must bear an additional tax; and, as a Southern 
man, deeply interested in this question, I would 
wish to know, when it is taken off salt, on what 
other article it is to be laid. Is it to be laid on iron, 
or cotton bagging, or some other articles as objec- 
tionable at least as that on salt, as objectionable as 
it is tous? These questions, so deeply interesting 
to us, can be answered, practically and satisfacto- 
rily, only on a general revision, to which time, jus- 
tice, equity, and fairness, demand that the subject 
should be postponed. ‘The delay can be no serious 
injury to any interest, more especially as the duty 
is going off as fast as it ought, on sound princi- 
les. 
But it may be said that the information contained 
in these papers is calculated to throw light on the 
necessity of repealing the salt duty, and that they 
ought to be printed, to enable us to act with intelli- 
gence when the general subject of revision shall 
come up. Admit that they are so calculated, I 
still object to their printing, even it that view, at 
this time; because it is plainly an attempt to fore- 
stall public epinion, on a single article, said to be 
particularly oppressive in ene portion of the coun- 
try, in order to give it an advantage over all others, 
when we come to the general discussion. I am, 
sir, against all forestalling as unfair and injurious, 
whether it be forestalling of public opinion as to the 
repeal of the salt duty, or the forestalling the arti- 
cle itself, of which the mover so loudly complains. 
Of the two, the former may prove by far the most 
exceptionable and injurious, if it should contribute 
to prevent a fair and satisfactory adjustment of the 
duties. 
But, sir, if I had no other objection to the print- 
ing of these papers, there is one, growing out of 
their character, if I understand their contents cor- 
rectly, which, with me, is decisive. I know no- 
thing of their contents, except as drawn from the 
statement of the Senator himself. I infer from it 
that a large portion consists, of correspondence and 
other evidence, calculated to show that the manu- 
facturers of domestic salt, who supply the West 
with the article, are guilty of the most edious mo- 
nopoly, fraud, imposition, and oppression, for 
which reason it is proposed to repeal the duty on 
the imported article. I confess I do not see how 
the repeal of the small duty still remaining, and 
the still smaller that will, after a short period, can 
have the effect intended; but, be that as it may, I 
utterly oppose the principle on which it is pro- 
posed to place the repeal, and cannot give 
it the countenance which the voting for the printing 
of the papers would give. The principle involved, 
according to my conception, is precisely the same 
as that contained in the bill of the Senator from 
Kentucky, which was condemned by so decided a 
vote of this body at the last session. What did 
that bill propose? That the President should dismiss 
Federal officers who should interfere in elections. 
‘And on what principle was it voted down? That 
the right of suffrage was a reserved right, left by 
the Constitution, under the regulation of the States 
respectively, and that it belonged to them, and not 
to us, to say who should and who should not vote, 
and under what regulations they should vote, and 
that it was not for us to supply any supposed de- 
fect, or omission, on the part of the States, in the 
exercise of their power. This was the solid basis 
on which we rested our objection to the bill, and 
on which it was voted down by so strong a vote. 
Now, sir, if we tura to this case, we shall find, if I 
mistake not, the same principle apply with equal 
force. The salt works, with their production, and 
those employed in them, are under the exclusive 
legislation of the States within which they lie, and 
are exclusively subject to their regulation, as 
is the right of suffrage. This no one will 
deny. If, then, there be monopoly, fraud, im- 
position, or oppression in their management, it be- 
longs clearly to the States, where the works are, to 
correct the abuse, and not this Government. None 
will deny this. In fact, the Senator himself ac- 
knowledged this, when he asserted that the State 
was competent to make the acts of which he com- 
plains, and which he proposes to establish by these 
papers, a felony. J now ask what greater right 
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have we to assume in this case that the States have 
neglected or omitted to do their duty, than in the 
case of the right of suffrage; and, on that supposi- 
tion, to modify our legislation so as to remedy the 
evil, and punish the supposed delinquents? Can 
any one point out any distinction in the two cases? 
How, then, could we reconcile our vote at the last 
session with a vote that would give countenance to 
the principle proposed to be established by these 
paper»? I protest solemnly against an act that 
could lead to such an inference. If the duty on 
salt ought to be repealed on financial principles, or 
considerations of general expediency, let it be re- 
pealed. In that case, these papers would not be 
worth a farthing. But if not—if the repeal 
is to be placed on the supposed defect, or omission 
of duty, on the part of the States, a more danger- 
ous and unconstitutional ground could not be as- 
sumed. It would make this Government the su- 
pervisor of the State Governments. If these 
papers have any value at all, hey ought to be 
sent to the Legislature of Virginia, now in session, 
which only is competent to correct the supposed 
abuses of the salt establishments on the Kanawha 
and e!sewhere within her limits, and which consti- 
tute the main object of their attack. As great as 
would be the unconstitutionality of ordering them 
to Richmond, to ke laid before the Legislature of 
Virginia, I would consider it far less so than to 
make them the basis of our legislation. 

With a few remarks on a single point, I shall 
close what I intend tosay. It is proposed, with 
the repeal of the duty on salt, to repeal the fishing 
bounties, which, it is alleged, originated in the for- 
mer. I do not intend to enter into that question; I 
leave it to others to decide on their origin. 1 place 
my refusal toa repeal of these bounties, at this time, 
on a wholly different basis. The great navigating, 
like the planting interest, has felt the heavy hand 
of your protective system. It has had, like the 
planting interest, to meet foreign competition abroad, 
not only without protection, but under the weight 
of oppressive duties, many of which still remain. 
I, for one, whether the fishing bounties are right or 
wrong in the abstract, will not agree to repeal 
them till you are prepared to do justice to that 
great interest. Take off your duties on iron, on 
hemp, and on lead, which fall so heavily on it, and 
then Ishall be prepared to consider the expediency 
of repealing those bounties, but not before. Jus- 
tice and equity are higher considerations than ex- 
pediency. I stand up for them. While I insist on 
justice for the interest I represent, I would be 
ashamed to stand by and see injustice done to any 
other; and in this, I feel assured, I but speak the 
Sentiments of those I represent. 

Mr. BENTON could answer the question put 
to the chairman on Finance [Mr. Wricut] with 
more precision than he had done it. He held in 
his band the answer of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to the question; for the Secretary had been 
applied to for information as to the operation of 
the Salt bill on the finances. The answer shows 
it willsave money—that it will save the Treasury 
from loss. The billis to repeal the salt tax and 
the fishing bounties and allowances founded upon 
them. Now, the question is, what is the product 
of the tax, and what the amount of the bounties 
and allowances; and the answer is here, (holding 
up asheet of paper.) The answer ig, that for this 
year the tax exceeds the bounties and allowances 
only by 110,600; and after 1842, when the com- 
promise act takes full effect, will fall short of these 
bounties and allowances about the one half! This 
was an effect of that act, passed through Congress 
without leave to amend it; and by which duties 
are reduced without a corresponding reduction of 
drawbacks and allowances founded upon them. 
But he would not go further into that subject at 
present: the time was at hand when he should 
show, with the proof in hand, the operation of 
that act, which was made out of doors, and rushed 
through Congress without allowing an i to be dot- 
ted, or dt to be crossed. Mr. Verplanck’s bill to 
reduce and regulate the duties was baffled for 
months, that the Administration should not have 
the credit of settling the question which the Presi- 
dential election had already decided; and while 
that bill was baffled in the House, another 
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was concocted out of the House, which was nota 
settlement, but an adjourament of the tariff ques- 
tion—which adjourned it fiom the time when the 
country was ready to settle it, to a time when they 
will not even be thinking about it! That compro- 
mise act expires in June, 1842; and is the South 
and the West even thinking of the renewed contest 
to which it is to give rise? That act was a master 
stroke for the high tariff party! lt took the ques- 
tion away-—laid it by to recruit—and plunges us 
again into it in 1842. It conducted the tariff to a 
point at which it cannot remain—from which there 
will be reaction. Every inlerest will be dissa- 
tisfied, and there will be a general union of all in- 
terests, to renew the h'gh duties. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I rise simply to correct the 
erroneous statement of the Senator who has just 
taken his seat. Hie affirmed, as a fact, that 
the two extremes united to defeat the bill to re- 
duce the tariff, introduced by Mr. Verplanck, 
in the sesson of 1832-3~meaning the advo- 
cates of the prcetctive tariff and the State 
Rights men of the South. Now, sir,I hold the 
journals of that session in my hand. I hastily 
turned to votes on the bill while the Senator was 
making his remarks. I have looked at two decided 
votes, in which the yeas and nays were called, on 
that occasion, the only ones that I had time to ex- 
amine; and I find that Mr. McDuffie and my ctaer 
friends, as far as I have had time to examine their 
names, voted with Mr. Verplanck himself, and I 
will leave itto the Senate to decide whether he 
opposed his own bill or not. 

The truth is, the bill failed in spite of our sup- 
port; and its failure, notwithstanding the urgent ne- 
cessity of avoiding civil conflict at the time, is proof 
conclusive, let who will say to the contrary, that 
nothing short of the means resorted to by South 
Carolina would have brought to the ground the 
odious and oppressive system against which it was 
pointed. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate ad- 
journed. 

Monmay, Fes. 17.—The question recurring on 
the motion to print certain documents in relation 
to the salt duties, Mr CLAY and Mr. DAVIS with- 
drew their opposition, and they were accordingly 
ordered to be printed. s 
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essed the Senate as follows: 
Mr. Presipent: The resolutions of the Senator 
from Missouri, upon the sabject of State debts, 
though modified by the committee to whom they 
were referred, are resolutions wholly of a negative 
character. Neither the originals or the amend- 
ments contemplate any legislation; but, on the 
contrary, the objects of both are avowedly to pre- 
vent legislation. These resolutiens, though nega- 
uve, unusual, and extraordinary, lead us into the 
consideration of the policy and condition of the 

States; their wisdom, solvency, integrity, and, I 
will add, their capability of managing with pru- 
dence thew own local and private affairs. They 
waa us, also, into the consideration of banking and 
auternat improvements, as now existing in, and 
carried on by, the States; and of the consequences, 
pust, present, and future, of such systems upon the 
general affairs of the States, as well as the influ- 
ence they are calculated to have upon the policy 
and welfare of the whole Union. 

_ The first resolution presented for our considera- 
tion, is, shall we pay those debts of the States, (or 
which is the same thing, shall we assume them,) 
which have been contracted by them exclusively 
for local and State purposes? I answer, No. I an- 
swer, that I am unwilling to agree to any such mea- 
sure. I answer, that we have no such power con- 
ferred upon us by the Constitution; that no such 
measure was ever contemplated by the framers o 
that instrument, and that no such power was ever 
exercised by Congress. The two cases put ia this 
debate, the one of the assumption of the debts of 
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the States by Congress, shortly afer the adoption 

of the Federal Constitution; and the other, of the 

deposite of the surplus revente with the States in 

1836, are not such cases, in my estimation, as war- 

rant the just conclusion that Congress ever did as- 

sume or pay the debts of the States, or any of them 

which were con‘racted for local purposes. Io regard 

to the first of these, I will state that if I have 

properly understood the natare of those debts, 

they were debts of that character which Con- 

gress would now pay, with perhaps less division 

of sentiment than there was upon that question at 

the time it was done. These debts were con- 

tracted, not for local or State purposes, not for 

private banking or local internal improvements, 

but for the common defence. They were contracted 

by our ancestors in the prosecution of the war of 
the Revolution; they were contracted by them in 

resisting the tyranny of George the Third, afier they 

had manfully thrown off their allegiance, and 
boldly defied his power. They were contracted in 
susiaining themselves in the sanguinary straggle 
which ensued, in warring against his trcops, his to- 
ries, his foreign mercenaries, and savage allies; 
they were contracted for such purpcses as these, 
out of which have sprung our political and reli- 
gicus freedom, our greatness and glory, and our 
beloved country itse'f. There were debts not of a 
local character, nor were they paid in violation of 
either the letier or spirit of the Constitution. 

In regard to the deposite of the surplus revenue 
with the States in 1836, or ofa distribution of the 
surplus revenue with the States, at any time, 
(which I concede with the Senator from Missouri, 
for all practical purposes,) to be one and the same 
thing, I have to say that { consider the deposite, or 
distribution of the surplus revenue with the States 
in 1836, was neither a payment by Congress of the 
debts of the States, nor was it so intended, nor 
was it unconstitutional. And this leads me to con- 
sider the nature of the relations subsisting between 
the State and Federal Governments. 

The Federat Government is not, as has been al- 
leged, in this debate, the parent, but is the child, or 
offspring, of the States. The Federal Government 
has no progeny over whom to exercise its solici- 
tuđe, its sympathies, or its cares. It is a trust 
Government, whose objects and powers are defined 
and enumerated in the Constitation; and for many 
valuable purposes, for the benefit of all the States, 
this Government has been invested by the States 
with valuable incomes; and among these are the re- 
venues arising from the customs, and from the sales ' 
of the public lands, Well, sir, should it so happen, 
that this-trast or Federal Government shou'd, from ` 
these sources, or from any other, get into its pos- 
session more money than was needed for the fall 
accomplishment of every object entrusted to it by 
the Constitution, and should have a surplus re- 
maining in its possession, after those objects were 
consummated, what shall be done with this sur- 
plus? Whose money is it? Shall the agent fob it, 
. or return it to 1!s principals, from the pockets of 
whose peop'e it was received? Sir, in a case of 
this sort, it seems to me that justice and common 
honesty alike require that it shonld be returned, in 
the most equitable manner it could be done, to those 
fiom whom it was received; and in doing this, I 
can see no, Violation of the Constitution; no germs 
of consolidation, or destruction to S:ate sove- 
regnty or independence. No, sir; I can see in this 
no such hidéous monsters, so much to be dreaded. 
Bat, sir, Lam arguing an extreme case—a contin- 
gency, to say the least of it, which T consider very 
remote and improbable; and one, I will add, which’ 
I hope never to see existing in this country. I 
hope never to sce existing in this country the ab- 
sord, expensive, and ruinous poliey of raising a 
surplus by collecting taxes from the ‘people, with 
the intention of paying those taxes back to the peo- 
ple'again. Whatever may be the specious reasons 
urged in its justification, I would prevent this; T 
would avoid it, by giving to the Federal Govern-’ 
ment not a farthing more than was absolutely ne- 
cessary for the cohsummaticn of the great purposes: 
tor which it was created. If I saw too much money’ 
accumulating in its vaults, I would lower the im- 
post duties, and the “price of the public lands; 
and if necessary to accomplish this object, I 
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would abolish duties to the proper extent, and 
give away the lands. I would remedy the evils of 
a surplus in this manner; and if I failed to accom- 
plish it, and, in spite of me, there would be a sur- 
plus, I would give it back to the States, to dispose 
of according to their will and pleasuce—in making 
banks, or internal improvements, er in any thing 
else. I would give it back to the States uncondi- 
tionally. 

Bui, sir, we are not contending how we shall d's- 
pese of a surplus revenue, for we have none to 
dispose of. We are considering the propriety of 
raising a revenue for the purpose of paying the 
debts of the States, or of assuming them, which 
will produce the same result. And this leads me, 
Mr. President, to consider the manner and means ~ 
of raising this revenue. How shall we raise it? 


Shall we raise it by direct taxation? Sir, that ;; 


wou'd be idle talk. No one among us is bold | 
enough for such a proposition. Shall we raise it | 
by increasing the price of the lands? No, sir: I 
fancy not. It is known to all of us, that such a 
proposition would be met and resisted at the 
threshold in the new States, with as much firmness 
and determination and perseverance, and, if neces- 
sary, to the same extent, that their ancestors Te- 
sisted the stamp duties and the tea tax. What, 
then, remains from which we can raise this reve- 
nue? The tariff, that universal panacea for every 
pecuniary comp'aint; and are we prepared to in- 
crease the duties for such a purpose? Is the coun- 
try ripe, in this peried of universal embarrassment, 
for the renewal of high duties—of that odious and 
exploded system of traffic, plunder and oppression, 
which has proved so fatal to every interest of our 
common country; and that, too, for the sole pur- 
pose of dividing among the States? 

What has the distinguished Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Catnoun}] shown you? He has 
shown the Senate, I think, most conclusively, that 
high daties are alike fatal to the agricultural, the 
shipping, the plan‘iog, and manufacturing interests. ; 
He has, to my mind, most satisfactorily accounted | 
for our present and past diffieulties, which we all 
grievously feel and have felt; but which many of 
us before were unable to trace, or correctly acconnt 
for. A high protective tariff, he has most conclu- 
sively shown to be the main cause of our embar- 
rassments. I will not weaken, by repeating his ` 
argument; but I refer to it, and, with bis permis- 
sion, will adopt its principles for my own. And 
here Jet me entreat every farmer, planter, navi- 
gator, merchant, manufacturer, and mechanic to 
read and understand that argument, and then tell | 
me, if he is prepared for inflicting the scourge of a | 
high tariff upon the country; and yet; Mr. Presi- 
dent, it must be done if we-assume the debts of the 
States. Wecan pay these debts in no other way’ 
‘that I know of. ; 

And this brings me, Mr. Pres‘dent, to‘the consi- 
deration of the second question I propose to cansi- 
der; and that is, ought we to divide the proceeds of 
the sales of the public tands among the several 
States? As well might we, Mr. President, as the 
Senator from Missouri has most truly stated, divide 
the proceeds of the customs. In my view, one of 
them is just as constitutional and as unexceptiona- 
ble as the other. Wherever we have power to 
give land, we can give money also, and vite versa. 
I know of no distinction; ‘and yet I might often be 
willing to give land where I would not give money; 
for the best of aH rearons, because I might often have 
land to give, when I had-no money to spare ; but I. 


can give ne ther, untess for ä constitutional object. 
And to show the fallacy of this popular error, 
as I conceive it to be, about the “lands, let 
us go back to the early history of our conn- 
try, and we will find that so; early as 1777, 
a litte over a year after the declaration of 
our Independence, the subject of the publiè lands 
claimed the eatnest attention of the States, and 
presented a formidable obstacle to their harmoni- 
ousaction. ‘The claim of Virginia to all the waste 
lands, lying between certain lines, exten ling from 


| the Atlantic to the South sea, and of North Caro- 
| lina and Georgia, from the Atlantic front -tothe 
į Mississi 


i river; lands which were waste, uneul- 
fivated and unsettled, by ány other than by Indian 
ttibes, was a fruitfal source of jealousy and dis: 
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cord to many of the Stater, and particularly so to 
Maryland, Rhode Island, and New Jersey. The 
complaining States saw and felt that if Virginia 
and the other States should ho'd all the lands they 
claimed, it would give to those large States, a pre- 
ponderating and dangerous influence in the con- 
federacy. They insisted, that their safety required 
that these large States should be restricted to 
proper and reasonable boundaries, and that all 
beyond should be made iato free and independent 
States, were the same powers and privileges of the 
others. And these complaining States were rg‘it 
in their views; were justifiable in their jealously, 
and are entitled to all praise for insisting upon their 
object, until it was finally accomplished. This 
was not all. The complaining States treated the 
high pretensions of the others with very Jittle gravi- 
ty. They represented the waste, unpatented, and 
unoccupied lands, as crown lands, and as such, 
subject to the hazard of the Revolution, and if con- 
quered of the monarch to whom they belonged, 
snould rightfully be considered as the ioint spoil of 
the victors. I will not take up the time of the Senate 
in tracing this interesting subject, from 1777 to the 
first cession of these waste lands to the Uniled 
States by New York in 1781, and by the several 
ether States thereafter; for in this, [ have been 
anticipated by my ab'e friend from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Hosparp.] 

I will only add to his remarks, that these several 
cessions were made expressly to produce harmony 
and tranquillity among all the States. To quiet all 
their apprehensions, Virginia ceded all her lands, 
northwest of the Ohio river, to the United States; 
and in doing so, she carved out the ceded country, 
according to the wishes of all, into separate parcels, 
so as to make not less than three, nor more than 
five, new States, aud then stipulated, that the 
ceded lands “should be disposed of for the use 
and benefit of the United States according to their 
respective proportions of charge and expenditure, and 
for no other use or purpose whatsoever.” All of these 
cessions, with perhaps the exceptions of Georgia 
and North Carolina, were made prior to the adop- 
tion of the Federal Constitu ion. And has that 
instrument altered the terms of these cessions in 
any respect whatever? The Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Cray] has told us that the adoption of 
the Federal Constitution has changed the nature 
and terms of these cessions. He tells us thal, prior 
to ‘the adoption of the Federal ‘Constitution, 
Congress apportioned out among the States the 
sums that were needed for the common defence, 
&c. and that these apportioned sums were raised 
by the States individually, by a direct tax upon 
their lands and improvements, and that, as that 
sysiem‘of raising a révenae for the common de- 
fence, &c. was repealed -by the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution, he ‘argues, that the terms of 
the céssions were abolis! el, or repealed, also by the 
Consitution. In this we differ. I am no lawyer, 
or rather a very poor one, but it seems to me, that the 
constitation ‘could not have-cianged:-the terms of the 
cessions made to the United States by Georgia and 
North Carolina, beeanse those cessions were made 
to the United States by those ‘States, subsequent to 
the adoption of ‘the Federal Constitution; and that 
the terms used by those States, ate -precisely the 
terms used by Virginia in her-ceesion prior fo that 
period. But take the-argunient of the hondribie 
Senator, and what does it aniount ‘to? It amounts 
to ths, as I most humbly conceive: that, if the 
terms of the cessions of those lands were repealed 
or abrogated by the Constitation, they become pub- 
lic property, belonging to the United States, un- 
hampered by conditions; or else, as hundreds have 
inferred from the Senator's premises, they be- 
cpme the exclusive property of the States, -with 
in whose limits the lands lie. Well, sir, if they. 
have become the property of the United States, us- 
hampered by conditions, bya repeal of the ternis-of 
the cessions, what right has the Senator to: divide 
those lands, or their proceeds; which is ite dame 
thing, more than he hasto divide mong the States, 
any other publio propertiy.or money thst may B 
in the Treasury? Nose, that Ticab conceive e.. 

aes pS tote eg tof the cession: of, 
Well, ‘sir, suppose the-coedia 
those lands ‘were vepetbd as he contends they 
ere; and. the Uni prnss:dia not acquire ad ex 
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clusive right to those lands, by that repeal; whose 
lands are they? If this be true, I answer that those 
Jands belong to the States where the lands lie, and 
as such, that we have no right to divide them 
out among the other States. We have no 
right to divide them in any view of the question. 
If the terms of those cessions are in force, we have 


no right to divide them, because we cannot do so |: 
according to the terms of our contract. If the terms | 
ef those cessions are repealed, the repeal is not ` 


partial, but total, and the lands revert back to those 
who ceded them; and if so, the other States have 


no right to a portion of them, or else they be- | 
long to the new States, where they lie; and, ` 
in that event, the other Slates have no right to any | 
; too plain for argument. 


part of them. 

These are the difficulties the Senator’s premises 
would lead us into. And all these difficult es will 
be avoided by regarding them, as they have uni- 
formly been regarded, as subject to all the terms of 
the compact. The only clause in the Constitution 
upon the subject of those lands is, “that Congress 
shall have power to dispose of, and make all need- 
ful rules and regulations respecting, the territory 
and other property of the United States; and no- 
thing in this Censtitution shall be so construed as to 
prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any 
particular State.” As this is all that we find in the 
Constitution upon the subject of the public land, I 
infer that neither any claims to those lands by the 
United Siates, (which claims rest uponfcessions to 
it by the States,) or of any claim upon them by any 
particular State, is not only not repealed, but is 
yet in full force and effect; and that no law of ours, 
violating in any manner either of those claims, 
can be either just or constitutional. And what is 
our compact? We agree to dispose of those lands 
for the common good—‘‘according to the respective 


1 


proportions of charge and expenditure, and for no | 


other pu .” How else can we dispose of those 
lands for the common benefit, according to the 
charge and expenditure of the several States, but 
by selling the lands, and placing the proceeds of 


the sales in the common Treasury, and then by pay- | 
ing it out for the current expenses of the Govern- | 


ment, and (as the honorable chairman has most 
truly stated in his report) in this way, lessen the 
general charge upon the people of the several 
States, in the exact proportions stipulated in the 
compact? Can you dispose of these lands in any 
other manner, without doing injustice to some one of 
the States? By adhering to the good old practice, which 
we have been following for fifty years, we shall 
do equal justice to all parties, give just cause 
of complaint to none, and at the same time comply 
with the letter and spirit of our contract. And 
where is the just ground of complaint against this 
system? Do we not all get our equal proportion of 
the proceeds of those lands in the way of an equal 
diminution of our common budrens? It is not so, 
says the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Ciay.] He 
says that those residing on the Atlantic pay a great 
deal more into the Treasury than those residing in 
the interior. Now, sir, J will not wrangle with 
that distinguished Senator about this assumption. 


Admit his distinetion, that.a citizen of New York | 
or Maryland consumes more of dutiable articles | 
than a citizen of Kentucky or Ohio; does it follow | 


from this that a citizen of the former State is less 
benefited by a reduction of duties than are the ci- 
tizens of the latter States? I think not. If you, 
Mr. President, buy two coats, and I buy but one, 
off of the same piece of cloth, is it not right and 
proper that you should pay into the Treasury, for 
that privilege, dcuble as much as I should? I think 
so. And if the duty on it is reduced one-half, are 
you not as much besefited by it as I am, being in 
the proportion of two to one? Certainly. Suppose 
we take from the common Treasury three millions 
of dollars, which the lands yield every year, and 
divide this sum among the States; would not this 
three millions have to be made up by a duty npon 
something else? Certainly. And pray, then, in 
what respect are the citizens of any State the gain- 
ers by it? Sappose Arkansas should receive twenty 
‘or thirty thousand dollars from the Federal Trea- 
sury, which would be her part of the proceeds of 
the public lands; does she not have to return it by 
way of duty or tax upon something else? This çan- 


‘` poll tax, a land tax, or a tariff tax. 
: gone for taxes, and that is enough for me to know; | 
; and I am-unable to see why I should be under very | 
great obligations to the honorab’e Secretary, by be- | 
ing informed by him, that out of a spirit of libe- | 
rality to me, he will return me my poll tax dollar, '| 
which is considered an odious tax, and collect ano- | 


| 
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not be denied. What, then, has she gaincd by it? 
Nothing. And if she came out of this mat- 
ter even and without loss it would not be 
so bad; but she would not. She would 
have to pay the expense of this transfer and 
retransfer, besides the risk of loss through faithless 
agents. To make my illustration still more clear: 
the Secretary has told us that ke will require every 
dollar he can get into the Treasury from the cus- 


toms and the lands, and all other sources, to meet | 
-= the ordinary charges of the Government during the | 
present year; and yet, in the face of this, we take | 
from the Treasury three millions to divide among ` 
Will not these three millions have to ' 


the States. 


be made up by a taxation upon something? It is 


ry, it is the same thing to me whether I pay it as a 
My dollar is 


ther dollar from me off ef my land or cup of coffee. 

Sir, the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] 
says that he will not urge his bill to divide the land 
revenue among the States at this session, on ac- 
count of the impoverished condition of the Treasu- 
ry. And yet he thinks it might be safely done 
now, if proper retrenchments and reforms were 
made. And, with that boldness and frankness 
which ever distinguishes him, he comes out like a 
man, and does not, like many of his party, bellow 
about retrenchment and reform, without telling us 
what retrenchments and reforms should be made. 
He puts his finger upon the objects, and tells us 
what are the retrenchments and reforms which 
should be made. 


be recalled. Sir, if the Senator had not told us 
what retrenchments and reforms he would have 
made, I confess that I never should have guessed 
the ones he has enumerated. 

Sir, I am opposed to the retrenchments or re- 
forms the Senator designates. I consider our ar- 
my sufficiently small already, and would sooner 
vote for an increase than a diminution of it. 
have an Indian frontier extending from Red river 
to St. Peters, from Texas to Canada, upon which 


we must keep up garrisons, if we would suffi- ; 


ciently protect our citizens in that quarter. I sup- 
pose nearly half the army of the United States are 
now Stationed on that frontier, and I am satisfied 


that there is not a soldier too many in that quar- |; 
We have | 


ter for an efficient peace establishment. 
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I ask Senators, then, what ; 
' we gain by it? If I paya dollar into the Treasu- 


He tells us the army should be |: 
reduced, and particularly the two regiments which | 
we lately added to it. He tells us that our diplo- © 
matic intercourse should be circumscribed, and |, 
that many of our foreign ministers or agents should || 


We : 


a war now raging in Florida,and the Committee | 
on Military Affairs have reported a bill, which is . 
now on our table, asking us for one or two thou- : 


sand more men to carry on the Florida War. We 
know that troops are required on the frontiers of 


Maine; and do we expect to take and keep pos- | 
session of our possessions on the Pacific without | 
troops or an army? Sir, of all things in the world | 


which any honorable Senator would designate as || 


a reform, I was the least prepared to hear, in these 


times of danger,on allsides, that a reduction of | 


the army was considered as one of them; nor was 


I prepared for the other he has named; which is to ' 


recall some of our foreign ministers or agents, and 
leave our commerce, our ships, our sailors, exposed 
to loss or danger. And why, Mr. President, should 
these reforms take place? They should take place, 
that we might have the power to divide among the 
States a miserable, pitiful, land revenue. Sir, I 
fear that if we once embarked in this policy of 
dividing the land or any other revenues among the 
States, that a reduction of the army, and the de- 
struction of our fleets, would not be the only re- 
forms. We should see the number swelled at 
every session, until we should have nothing left 
which is worth preserving. But these are not the 
only ways and means by which the honorable Se- 
nator would be enabled to get at the land revenue 


would lay a duty upon silks, wines, coffee, and 
other luxuries. Now, sir, I am not in the habit of 
hunting up and reading the speeches of honorable 
Senators, for the purpose of finding an unguarded 
expression to cavil at, or to find fault with him for 
using. I generally rely, for the occurrences of my 
own times, upon my memory; and unless that 
greatly deceives me, the anxieiy of the Senator to 
get this land revenue for distribtion has changed 
his whole tariff policy. I was in the Senate, 
though not then a member of it, when the compro- 
mise act, as it is called, was discussed. And if I 
am not mistaken, the Senator was among the fore- 
most in advocating a reduction of duties upon 
silks, &c. His leading wishes then were, to save 
our poor, but industrious worthy manufacturers. 


. And if I remember aright, he then was for taking 


off the duty upon silks, that his countrywomen 
might be enabled to dress out in silks on Sundays. 
But now we hear nothing of the inviolability of 
the compromise act. Nothing of the poor manu- 
facturers, nothing of silk dresses, &c. No, sir, the 
land distribution project, and an impoverished 
Treasury, have changed all these calculations. The 
compromise act is to be violated by its author, and 
his country girl is to give up her silks, and go back 
to her cast-off calicoes and domestics. 

Sir, I will not take up the time of the Senate, 
in discussing, at this time, the propriety of laying 
ona duty upon silke, wines, coffee, &c. I will 
only say these are important interests of a great 
country, who purchase to a great extent the cotton 
of my constituents, and that I am for no hasty 
action upon these subjects, until I can clearly as- 
certain what effect these duties may have upon 
our treaties and upon the cotton trade. 

Mr. President, I have been frequently asked why 
I was opposed to the land distribution policy, which 
was so beneficial to the new States, and particularly 
to the weaker and younger States. We propose, 
they say, to give youa great advantage in the di- 
vision; say ten or twelve per cent. This, I con- 
fess, seems to be a pretty liberal offer; and as I am 
not generally in the habit of declining favors of- 
fered to my State, it is necessary that I should say 
something upon this apparently strange inconsis- 
tency; and J will not be so uncandid as to have the 
Senate believe that I decline this distribution on 
account of its inequality to the old States. 

[Mr. Bucnanan. No one will ever accuse you 


| Of that.) 


Nobody would believe me if I were to assign 
such a reason, and, therefore, I will not urge it 
upon the Senate. 

I decline the offer, because I consider the true 
policy of the new States consists in their rapid set- 
tlement and improvement, and that nothing will so 
greatly advance their ends as pre-emption rights, 
and a graduation or reduction in the price of the 
public lands; and that nothing I ever heard of, in 
my opinion, is so well calculated to retard the 
settlement and improvement of the new States as 
the distribution policy. Let that policy once be 


| adopted, and we shall never after hear of pre- 


emplions and graduations. For where did we ever 
see an advocate for distribution that ever voted for 
a pre-emption or graduation bill? He who runs 
may read their course. They care less for the set- 
tlement, improvement and prosperity of the new 
States, than they do for the hard dollars they can 
wring from them for the lands. Let the distribu- 


,| tion policy once become the settled policy of the 


country, and the old States will become the land- 
lords to the new; and we should find them about as 
unwilling as other land!ords are to make any al- 
lowances for sickness, or bad seasons, or short 
crops, when quarter day came round. We should 
have to raise the cash, or be driven into the woods. 
We should find the unrepealed, but obsolete, law 
of Congress enforced against us. We should find 
ourselves indicted if we cut a hooppole upon their 
hills, or shot a deer in their lordly domains. 
Now, sir, I am unwilling to place my constituents 
on any such condition. 

Sir, we of the new States cccasionally turn our 
eyes to the condition of our country, and to the 
proceedings of Congress, and we see that the citi- 
zens of the old States have had their burdens di- 


for distribution among the States, He tells ushe || minished, and that they are still diminishing, by 
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the reduction of duties upon imposts, and we an 
ticipate equal reduction in our burdens by lower- 
ing the price of the public lands. Such a measure 
as this will be but meting out to us equal jastice. 
And shall we look for these things in vain? We 
hope not. We have had many beneficial altera- 
tions made in the land system since it was first 
adopied. We have seen the size of the tract of 
land, authorized by law to be sold, reduced, first to 


320 acres, then to 160, then io 80, and lastly to 40 | 


acres. We have seen the price of the public land 
reduced from two dollars to one dollar and twentf- 
five cents an acre. We have seen Congress grant- 


ing maay donations to actual settlers, and have J 
seen the passage of several pre-emption laws; and | 


the most of these things we have seen before the 
tarif was reduced, even when it was going up, and 
our country deeply in debt, We have been wait- 
ing patiently upon the wisdom and justice of Con- 
gress, and hope we shall not have to wait much 
longer before our great burden is lessened in an 
equal degree with those who reside in the old 
States. The tariff has been reduced 40 or 50 per 
cent. and why should not the land bill of the Se- 
nator from South Carolina, which proposes some- 
thing like an equal reduction, meet with the favora- 
ble consideration of the Senate? Is it because the 
old States want this public burden kept on, which 
they do not feel, that it may be divided? I pause for 
a reply. 

Mr. President, it has been alleged in this debate 
that the lands are indebted to the customs, It is 
not important to my argument whether they are, or 
are not, in debt to the customs. I think it dae to 
myself, however, to state that I do not subscribe to 
the correctness of the calculations made by several 


honorable Senators upon this subject; nor have I : 


thought it important to distinguish between the 
lands held by cessions, or by purchase, as I con- 
sider them all alike the property of the United 
States. 

Mr. President, how have the States got in debt, 
that we are under any obligations to raise a revenue 
to pay these debts? Or why should we divide 
among them the land revenue, or any other reve- 
nue, that they may pay their debts themselves? 
They have got in debt, we are told, in building up 
banks, and prosecuting works of internal improve- 
ment. And this brings me to consider these two 
important subjects, which, in these times, mingle 


themselves up in almost all our discussions of a 


general character. And first, of the banks. 

The Senator from Ohio, [Mr. AtLen,] as I do 
him the justice to acknowledge, (and if { did not 
believe he would be pleased with such distinction, 
I would not so distinguish him,) has ever been the 
most firm, consistent, and unwavering opponent of 
banks and all their interests, either in or out of this 
chamber, that I ever saw, Whenever a bank 
shows its hideous features in bis presence, he rises 
to his feet for battle, with “his arrows drawn to the 
head;” and I do not blame him for it, for 1 should 
be an humble ally in bis ranks, if 1 viewed them in 
the light in which he does, as the authors of “all 
our wee,” or the authors of all the difficulties and 
distress under which the country is groaning; and 
asthe authors of our debts, and embarrassments, 
and misery. And to illustrate his positions, and to 
show us that the banking system, as we have it, pro- 
duces the same results in “every age and clime,” he 
has taken us over the Alantic, and back to the reign 
of William the Third of England, whom he deno- 
minates the father of the Bank of England, and 
from which, he says, the banks of America have 
been modelled. 

. The Bank of England, he alleges, is the cause 
of the immense British debt. Now, sir,I de not pro- 
fess to be familiar with the history of the Bank of 
England. But I have been taught to believe that 
it cannot be jusily chargeable with that debt, but 
in a certain sense. I had ever understood it to be 
the cause of these debts in this way and in no other: 
the British debt grew out of her wars which she 
carried on in Europe, Asia, and America, and out 
of her acquisition of immense dominions upon 
each of these continents. Her principal debts were 
contracted in struggling for her existence as a na- 
tion against Bonaparte and his’ allies, The Bank 
of England mainly furnished her with the means 


i 
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of carrying on those wars; and but for the liberal 
aid of the bank, itis probable that Great Brilain 
would have ceased to exist as a nation, and the 
island of Great Britain would now, in ali probabi- 
lity, have been but an island of France. And does 
the learned Senator censure the Bank of England 


. for loaning her means to her country in such fear- 


ful struggles? I thiak, myself, he ought not to 
censure that bauk for these loans; although if the 
bank had refused its aid, it might have kept the 
British Government out of debt. And, while upon 


: the subject of the Bank of England, I will add, 


(what will probably but show my ignorance of 
events in that country,) that I have never heard 
that the Bank of England was ever justly chargea- 
ble as the author of any of the discontents, or insur- 
rections, or rebellions in that country. Nor was it 
ever, to my knowledge, considered as a grievance 
by our ancestors in 1776, when it was supposed 
that every prominent cause of complaint against 
the mother country was embodied by Mr. Jefferson 
in the declaration of our Independence. And I 
infer from this silence upon the subject, in both 
countries, that if the Bank of England had been 
the cause of debts or misery on either side of the 
Atlantic, that the wisdom of those times would 
have found it out, and at least have charged it with 
those sins. 

But let us come near home, and see if the banks 
of this country have cecasioned the debts of the 
States. During the existence ot the first Bank of 
the United Siates, the States owed nothing; and 
we find, from the table furnished by the diligent 
Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benron,] that, up to 

| 1830, which was fourteen years after the charter of 
|| the last Bank of the United States, the debts 
were trifling, and were confined toa few of the 
{ most wealthy and populous States. Those debts 
he considers trifling, up to that period; and I con- 
sider the honorable Senator good authority, at 
least, upon this subject. Here, then, we have an 
answer to the charges made against the banks by 
the Senator from Ohio. The charter of the second 
Bank of the United States expired in 1836; and so 
it had but six years left to embarrass and impove- 
rish the States. And did it do all the mischief in 
the last six years of its existence? I think not. 
We find, from the table before alluded to, that the 
increase of the Staie debts, from 1830 to 1835, 
down to the period of the very close and termi- 
nation of the Bank charter, that the State debts 
were increased froma very trifting debt, by the still 
trifling additional debt of forty millions, I refer 
to this official table as a complete refutation of the 
charges of the Senator from Ohio, that the United 
States Bank was the cause of all our embarrass- 
ment and misery; and if it was not the cause of 
these debts, what was the cause? I answer that 
the State debts mainly, have sprung ont of the 
double vetoes upon the United States Bank char- 
ter and upon the Maysville road. I mention those 
vetoes out of my regard for trath, and not for cen- 
sure. On the contrary, I approve, and most hear- 
tily approve, of both vetoes; I approve of the ve'o 
upon the United States Bank charter, on the 
ground that I consider such an institution too 


powerful and dangerous for the safety of the 
country; and I approve of the other, not so much 
for withholding an appropriation to the Maysville 
road, as for checking the operation of an expen- 
sive, partial system, which was ranning into the 
wildest and most extravagant excesses, and break- 
ing down the salutary distinction between national 
and local works, and which, if left to go on without 
restriction, would have bankrupted the Govern- 
ment, without benefiting materially the great majo- 
rity of the States who contributed the most of the 


means by which these works were exeeuted. But 
to return from this digression. 

So soon as the Bank of the United States was de- 
stroyed, and its days were known to be numbered, 
and its branches in the several: States were being 
withdrawn, the States went to work to supply their 
places, They had no money to start their banks, 
and, from necessity, went into the market with 
their bonds to raise it. The ball, once put in mo- 
tion, could not be stopped. Ifone city had a bank, 
another city must have one also; and if the cities 


had banks, the country villages must have them 
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also. And inthis way, the work was overdone, 
acd too many banks were established; and as they 
were all banking upon borrowed capital, for which 
they were paying a high interest, it was necessary 
for them to make at least that interest, over and 
above their expenses. Each bank was driving at 
the same object; and to accomplish it, they were 
led into excessive issues of their paper, and we all 
but too painfully know the result. This is one of 
the causes of the State debts; and, to my mind, is 
clearly traceable to the veto upon the charter of the 
Bank of the United States, 

The other grew out of the policy of the Govern- 
ment in arresting, in 1830, the system of internal 
improvements, Up to the period of the veto upon 
the Maysville road, the United States annually ap- 
propriated, for works of internal improvement, 
many millions of dollars; and while tne Govern- 
ment was engaged in this work of internal im- 
provement, the States generally gave them- 
selves no concern about it. These appro- 
priations being suddenly cut off, first by the 
veto, and afterwards by Congress, the partiality of 
the States for these works induced them to under- 
take it. They had no money for such purposes, 
and, in order to get it, went into the market with 
their bonds, and in this way obtained the money. 
Having once adopted the system, it could not be 
restricted or prudently confined to works of 
immediate profit, or of great utility. To get 
along with any, che States had to undertake all 
that the different sections of the States desired. 
More money was wanted, and more bonds were 
sold, and these bonds were bearing a heavy inte- 
rest, which was payable semi-annually generally, 
and none of the works were finished, and it be- 
came, therefore, necessary to raise this interest by 
taxation, which was not always done, or else to 
take a part of the principal borrowed, to pay the 
interest, which was sometimes done. To avoid 
taxing the people to pay the interest of the State 
debts, and to avoid the still more exceptionable ex- 
pedient, of taking a part of the principal burrowed, 
to pay the interest, prodigious efforts were made to 
complete the works, that the tolls might pay the 
interest; and these efforts required more money, 
and to obtain it more bonds were sold. In this 
manner the home market became g'utted with 
State securities; money became scarce on this side 
of the Atlantic, and a market was sought for those 
securities on the other. Interest rose up to six 
per cent.; but such interest obtained the money, 
atd then new difficulties presented themselves. 
The great demand for labor raised the price of la- 
bor, and, with it, the price of provisions and every 
thing else. I will not pursue these reflections any 
further. Ihave mentioned them for the purpose 
showing that the veto upon the Maysville road bill 
was one of the prominent causes—yes, I may say 
with truth, (and if there be any truth in the dates and 
tables of the Senator from Missouri,) the most pro- 
minent cause of the debts of the States. 

Ought we to pay those debts of the States? I 
answer, as formerly, that we ought to do no such 
thing. The States are able to pay those debts 
themselves; and if this Government were to in 
paying State debts, there would be no end of jt. If 
we paid their debts which they have contracted for 
banks and internal improvement, our next step 
would be to pay their local taxes, their officers of 
government, and their tailors, butchers, cooks, aud 
washerwomen. And a payment of ei'her of such 
debts would, as I most humbly conceive, be about 
as coastilu'‘iona] and expedient as the other, unless, 
indeed, the magnitude of the expenditure in the 
one case, and the smallness of it in the other, 
snould constitute a difference. The payment of. 
State debts would destroy the pride, independenee, | 
and nobie energies of the States. Relieve State 
authorities of the just responsibility to: their tax- 
paying constituents, and there would be. no limit. 


Mr. President, we represent the most intelligent, 
thriving, and enterprising people oa the face of the 
earth; and yet they must be ‘checked in their fan- 


make geod the isédes: of all their undertakings. 
But for this balancing and prudential consideration, 
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we should have more schemes and projects than 


the patent office wonld hold. Ours are a going- 
ahead sort of people, always in a gallop, and 


have at all times more things upon their | 
hands than forty times their number could 
execute. They glory in motion and ex- 


citement, and do every thing in a minute, 
and change from one pursuit to another with the 
rapidity of thought. These are not their only pe- 
caliarities. It isindispensable to their happiness that 
they should at ail times have an ido! to worship, 
and a clown to laugh at, ıhey must have occas.on- 
ally aSam Patch, a Morgan, an Abolitionist, or 
an Oceola, to marvel at and to talk about; they are 
often the victims of humbugery. The speculations 
in Merino sheep, in Arabian steeds, in English cat- 
ttle, and Berkshire hegs, have had their day with 
them. The humbugery now is Espy’s showers 
and the Morus Multicaulis; these are now “the 
ftying Cynthias of the minute,” and to-morrow they 
shali have something else. What will it be? Will 
it be that greatest of all other humbugs, the 
United Siates paying the debts of the Siates? We 
shall sce. 

Mr. President, it does not become me to decide 
whether the States have acted wis*ly or otherwise, 
in borrowing money to e:tablish banks, or for car- 
rying out a system of internal improvements. The 
States have done these things. We have seen the 
banks which they have established, violating ther 
charters— inflating and deranging the currency to 
such an excess! as to raise the price of labor and 
property to at least double its fair value. Thrse 
evils have been seen and felt by every one. But 
the States are endeavoring to correct their banking 
institutions, and to profi: in future by their past 
di-asters and misfortunes. We then see them 
struggling fur this point all around us; we see the 
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there will be no occasion to fear that we shall ever 
have the debts of the States to pay, or ever be im- 
portuned upon the subject. 

Have the States asked us to pay their debts? 
Some of them (not all, not even a majority of 
them, I believe,) have asked us to divide the land 
revenue. Some of them have asked, and do now 
ask us, to do so; and these petitions, upon this sub 
ject, are now before a standing committee of the 
Senate. And should we grant the prayer of these 
petitioners, how will the States dispose of this mo- 
ney? They will dispose of it in paying debts, in 


strengthening their banks, in completing their im- - 
prevemen!s; or, in other words, according to their 


will and pleasure. The land bill of the Senator 
from Kentucky, I believe, leaves, or it ought to do 


so, the disposition of the fund to the diseretion of the | 


States. This is the enly proposition of any of the 
States, having the slightest analogy to the one fer 
paying their debts; and as it is their only proposi- 
tion, and is distinct and unequivocal in its terms, 
and opens widely and fully the questions we 
have been discussing, truth compels me to state 
that I regret our proceedings upon the 
subject of State debts, had not been confined to the 
consideration of this land distribution policy. By 
going farther than this, by passing by their petition, 


| not even allucingto them, we are improperly 


placed in a false position before the public. We 
are made to appear by our adversaries, in this de- 
bate,as assuming a jurisdiction of the affairs of 


- the States generally, which we have no right to ° 


banks, which red em their notesin specie, doing | 


little er nothing; we see those in a state of suspension 
rapidty curtailing their issues; we see the paper 
circulation brought down nearly to the amount of 
specie in the country. All this, I think, argues 
well for the future. 
the works of internal improvement unfinished, ex- 
pensive, and unproductive. We know the States 


We see many (nearly all) of | 


will have to borrow many millions more before . 


they are completed; for to leave those works, 
in their preseat unfinished condition, would be 
sinking all that has been expeaded upon them, and 
impoverish the citizens of some of the States for 
years to ceme. We know and see al!l this; and 
yet I do not despair in seeing the States surmount 
all their difficulties, with honor and profit to them- 
selves, without ever violating any of their engage- 
menis. 

Mr. President, we are in a peculiar manner the 
representatives of the States: we have been sent 
here by them to protect their sovereignty, and de- 
fend and vindicate their honor, integrity, and per- 
fect capability of managing with prudence their 
own affairs; and, as such, it becomes us, at all 
times and upon every fit occasion, to see that no 
injary is done to their credit, or to their lawful 
systems. I will never consent to destroy or cripple 
one or the other. 

Mr. President, nearly the whole of the State debt 


provement. These State debts were contracted by 


those who had a right to contract them; and the ; 
proceeds of those contracts have been invested by | 


those who had a right to invest them. They were 
so invested by men not inferior to us in pa- 
trotism, in intelligence, or in a thorough knowledge 
of the lucal wants and resources of the States. 

We have no ground for questioning the wisdom, 
prudence or purity of those proceedings.: The 
jaterests of banking and of internal improvements 


are important and leading interests in the States; | 


and so complete'y interwoven with all the cther 
interests, that they cannot be overthrown, or 
arrested, withont inflicting upon the States a deep, 
permanent, and lasting injury. The States calcu- 
late that the banks, and thepublic works, together, 
will discharge the debts incurred for them by the 
States; and who is here who doubts that they will 
do it?) In what State will the failure occur? Sir, 
let the banks and the internal improvements of the 
States alone. Do not sink them into discredit, and 
ai SRS or te > 
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assume. We are made to appear, by this false is- 


sue, in the despicable light of spies or eavesdroppers | 
` inthe family affairs of the States, for the unholy | 
purpose of filching their secrets to betray them. | 


We are made te appear as holding up the States 
to the world—to the enemies of liberal principles 
and free government every where, at home and 
abroad—as bankrupt, prodigal, dishonest, and con- 
templible, and utterly incapable of prudently 
managing their own affairs. These are positions 
in which I have no ambition to be placed. 

Sir, my State (Arkansas) has never yet present- 
ed herself at your footstool, in the humble and de- 
graded attitude of a kneeling beggar, soliciting alms 
or charities from the Federal Treasury. Sir, she is 
above and beyond the reach of such humiliation. 
She regards alike your bequests, your sympathies, 
or your censures; and will ever be prepared to 
rebuke, in a becoming spirit, any of your officious 
intermedling in her private affairs. Sir, she is a 
sovereign, proud and independent, in the elasticity 
and vigor of her youth, and she knows and feels 
what is due to herself. She owes nothing for in- 
ternal improvements. But she has loaned her 
credit for the benefit of her citizens, to the 
extent of three millions for the purpose of esta- 
blishiog two banks. She expects, and properly 
expects, that those three millions, will be paid by 
the banks, for whose fidelity she has vouched and 
bound herself. But should it tarn cut otherwise 
—should ber banks disap} oint her—she will foot up 
the bills herself and pay them—she will not mur- 
mur about it to you, or distress your sympathetic 
bosoms with her tears. Sir, could I do so, without 


: : | compromitting her dignity by offering to respond to 
is vested in banks and in works of internal im- || 


unauthorized and impertinent inquiries, I could, 
in afew words, satisfy the Senate, and satisfy the 
whole host of “the stockjobbing herd,” that her 
trifling debt, if her cebt it can be called, will be 
honorably and promptly paid at maturity. It is 
enough for me, on this occasion, to say that those 
who hold her bonds are content wit’ the security. _ 
Sir, I shall vcte for a!l the resolutions, and with 
particular pleasure for that one which repudiates a 
distribution of the land revenue. : 
EEL EES EAE TES EEES 
SPEECH OF MR. SALTONSTALL, 
i OF MASSACHUSETTS, 

Ia the House of Representatives, Saturday, December 
21, 1839—The House having ulder considera- 
tion the following resolution, 
Horrmas, of New York, viz: | 
Reselved, That the standing rales 

the last House of Representat:ves, exdept thg 11th 

rule, be adopted as the rules and orders Pf ree 
ceeding of this House for the ensuing ays; 
and that the rules and orders be referred toa com- 
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mittee, with instructions to report such amendments 
of the said rules and crdersas they may deem ex- 
pedient; together with the following amendment 
thereto, propo-ed by Mr. Craic, of Virginia, viz: 
“strike out the words except the 11th rule” — 

Mr. SALTONSTALL said he was as anxious 
as any gen'leman in the House that its organiza- 
tion should be completed as speedily as possible. 
We were now on a question which, in the ordina- 
ry course of proceeding, would have arisen on the 
very first day of the session. The delay in the 
organization had been occasioned by the discus- 
sipn of a great constitutional que:tion. He had 
no regrets on the subject, except for the result. It 
was their duty to resist what they deemed to be a 
violation of constitutional right and usage at the 
thresho!d; and, although the decision had been 
contrary to his opinions and feelings, he believed 
the time had not been lost. The argument for the 
constitutional right (which had not been answered) 
would be productive of much good. I repeat, 
therefore, (said Mr. S.) this may be considered as 
the beginning of the session, and we are met by a 
question which, trivialas it may appear to some 
gentlemen, seems to me to be one of great impor- 
tance—no less than whether, in the election of the 
officers of this House, we shall depart from a 
usage which has all ths force of a contemporaneous 
construction of the Censtitution. Iam opposed to 
the new rule, because it isan innovation onthe 
practice of this Hous?, exending from the first 
meeting of the first Congress under the Constitu- 
tion down to the last session. The election of the 
acting C'erk was the first instance in which an 
officer of this House was ever chosen by a viva voce 
vo'e. The rule“ that in all cases of election by 
the House the vote should be taken viva voce” was 


. adopted immediately afterwards, with little or no 


debate, under the application of the previous 
question. Js sach a ruie, adopted at the close of 
the last Congress, to Le binding on this? Why 
should we depart from thelong and wel! establ'shed 
usage of this House? Is there any necessity for 
it? We are told that the mode proposed carries 
out the spirit of the Constitution. Sir, these unneces- 
sary innovations will drive out the spirit of the 
Constitution. In the only case in which the mode 
of voting is mentioned ia the Constitution, it is 
expressly provided that it shall be by ballot, and 
that, toe, in the very highest and most important 
of all elections—that of President of the United 
States. It must be by ballot, bcth in the College of 
E'ectors and in the House of Representatives, 
should the elec'ion be had there. How, then, can. 
elections by ballot be against the spirit of the 
Constitution? Or how can viva voce voting be 
more in consonance with its principles? The 
great argument for the change is that we are mere 
agents, accountable to our constituents, and that 
they have a right to know fer whom we vote in 
all cases. Surely, if in any election by Representa- 


| tives or agents they are responsible tv the people, 


those are so, in the highest possible degree, whese 
action controls the greatest political event which 
takes place under our Constitutioa—the election of 
the Chief Magistrate of the United States, the most 
important election, not only in this country, but, I 
may say, in the world. I admit our responsibility. 
But for wha:? For every exercise of incidental 
powe:? Are we any more agents of the people 
than those illustrious men who have preceded us 
here? Those who made the Constitution, and put 
itin operation? Did not they understand the ex- 
tent of their respons:bility? 

We are responsible fur the faithful performance 
of the trust committed to us. The Consti:ution 
places it in the power of one-fifth of this body to 
cause the yeas and nays to be recorded in our Jour 
nal, when in the discharge of our legislative duties; 
but it goes no farther. It grants to each House 


f ihe right to choose its own officers, but leaves the 


manner to their discretion. The elec ion of our 
officers is analogous to elections by the people 
themselves, which all admit should be by ballot. 
The officers of this House are appointed for the 
more convenient and orderly performance of ovr 
legistative duties. Doss our responsibility to our 
constituen’s require that their election should be’ 
viva voce? Did they understand it so? Did they 
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notsuppose that it would be made in the long esta- 
blished mode? Have our constituents no confidence 
in us? Why have they sent us here? Surely 
because they have some confidence in us. But 
what sort of confidence can the people have in 
Representatives whom they are not willing to tnst 
to vote at their own discretion, upon information 
obtained here, for a Clerk, or Printer, or Sergeant- 
at-Arms? It never occurred to them to hold 
their Representatives accountable, according to the 
doctrine contended for. They make no inquiries 
on tLe subject; but should my constituents ask, I 
shall never hesitate to tell them for whom I gave 
my vote. Did the people complain that the 
officers of this House were chosen by ballet? 
‘Where did the idea that a change was necessary 
originate? With the peepie? No;. it originated 
here. It was conceived in this House, or in this 
city, and that very recently, and owing to then 
recent events, and for objects which have been 
stated by the gen leman from New York, [Mr. 
Honr.] 

The change will not be an improvement. It 
may carry out more perfectly the system of party 
organization; but the executive officers of this 
House ought not to be mere tools of party. It is 
contrary to the theory of the Government. It may 
be inconsistent with the proper performance of 
their duties. The Clerk, for imstance—ought he 
to be an active partisan? No; he ought to go 
straizht(orward in the discharge of his duty, wholly 
uninfluenced by party considerations; he ovght not 
tobe a man who will permit his course to be 
dictated by party managers. Ought the press 
employed by this House to be a mere party engine? 
So the other officers—the Sergeant-at-Arms and 
the Doorkeeper—have important duties to perform, 
in the discharge of which they. should kaow no 
party distinctions. A Doorkeeper, who is a mere 
tcol of party, may carefully look up all of his own 
party from the lobbies and committee-rooms, when 
an important vote is taken, to the neglect of others. 
The duties of these officers should be discharged 
with strict impartiality. 

I am opposed to it, because the ballot is the only 
mode to secure perfectly free elections. Gentlemen 
who have advocated viva voce voting have repelled 
the idea that any one would be afraid to acknowledge 
the vote he had given. If so,then there is no need of 
setting aside the old and most convenient usage, 
because the result of our election will be the same. 
But we are not all insensible to fear. Some are 
sensible to fear of one kind, and some of another. 
There may be gentlemen who would not shrink 
from any danger, from an open foe, in the open 
field, who might fear the arrows that fly in dark- 
ness—they might fear to incur the denuuciations 
of their party, cr to be stigmatized as -traitors in 
the party press. And there may be influence ofa 
different kind. We all have much intercourse 
with the officers of this House, and may have 
received many kind attentions and services from 
them, and may entertain towards them the most 
friendly feelings, and yet, in our opinion, the public 
interest may be promoted by a change. In such a 
case, to say the least, it would to some seem dis- 
courteous to stand up in their places and openly 
vote against their old officers. Coming from the 
State I do, I have teen surprised to hear the viva 
voce called the only free mode of voting. I bave 
been in the habit of considering the New England 
Siates to be as free and as purely republican in 
their institutions as any communities under Hea- 
ven. As to Massachusetts, it was originally a 
pure Democraey, in the strictest sense of that 
term—the Legislative Assembly being composed 
ofall the freemen of the Colony. When it be- 
came necessary to establish a representative body, 
the General Court, it was composed of deputies, 
agents from the several towns or corporations. ` So 
ithas been ever since. The representatives are 
holden to a strict accountability, and yet all elec- 
tions in the Legislature, as-well as among the peo- 
ple, have always been by ballot. Viva voce voting 
is a thing unkown. How is it in New Hampshire? 
I suppose genilemen will admit New Hampshire 
to be a pattern of Democracy; but in that and all 


the other New England States the dallot is the only | 


mode ef voting known, 
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What fell from a member from North Carolina 
in his zeal for the new rule, satisfied me that the 
ballot-box is the only security for free unbiassed 
elections here. He would have us vote viva voce. 
Why? Because he tells us that there have been 
instances in which members of former Congresses 
were guilty of treason! Treason? Against whom? 
Against the people, he says—but, by the people, 
did he not mean the party? Here is the difficulty. 
Cases have happened in which some have not 
come “ up to the chalk,” in the language of another 
gentleman—have not followed in the footsteps of the 
party leaders, and that was treason! Why, sir, 


this is enough to convince me that if we are to act |! 


independent!y here, we must be proteeted by the 


ballot—not from the eyes of our constituents, but |: 


fiom the searching, the inquisitorial glance of inex- 
orable party leaders, 
On the whole, I see no reason for departing 


from the good old course of our forefathers. [ | 


believe it to be the safe course—the only way of 
obtaining the free, the true, the unbiassed opinion 
of the members of titis House. 


SPEECH OF MR. BELL, OF TENNESSEE, 
ON THE SAME SUBJECT. Ñ 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, rose amid} lo 
for the question, and said that he percgiv 
appreciated the impatience of gentleme’ Around 
him; but he trusted the House would exdpge him 
in seizing the present opportunity to ofja few 
words—and they should be very few—in reply to 
what had fallen last evening from the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Pickens] I pledge 
myself (said Mr. B.) to this House that notbing 
was further from my intention or exp2ctation than 
to excite such a debate as so suddenly sprung up 
in the House on the last night—nothing could have 
occasioned me greater astonishment. I repeat the 
assurance that nothing could have been further 
from my expectation than that the statement of one 
single point, to which I had then called the atten- 
tion of the gentleman from South Carolina, would 
have had such an effect. I could notso much as 
have dreamed that the solitary remark I had made 


cries 
and 


f in regard tothe influence of the Executive in this 


House would have created sucha fluttering in the 


. Administration camp. My sole object in referring 


to the matter at all was to bring the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Pickens] to my aid, in 
establishing, as a principle in this House, the im- 
portance of resisting and breaking down the exorbi- 
tant and growing influence of the Executive; but 
no sooner had I referred to perfectly well known 
facts in the past political history of this country— 
without impugning the motives of a single gentle- 
man on this floor, and without transgressing, in the 
slightest degree, the very strictest limits of parlia- 
mentary propriety—than I found that I had drawn 
down upon my head the wrath of gentlemen in all 
quarters of this Hall. A gentleman from Onio 
[Mr. Wetter) immediately sprang up, and, if I 
comprehended the drift of his remarks, he was 
under the impression that I had intended to fright- 
en him from the discharge of what he believed to 
be his duty. Then came the gentleman from 
“North Carolina [Mr. Bynom,] who in the strain of 
elocution so peculiar to him, scouted the very idea 
of any thing like Executive influence in the 
counsels of this body. And next rose a gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Petrixin,]} and attributed 
the remarks I had made to disappointed ambition; 
thus offering a gross personal alinsion tò me indi- 
vidually, in the face of the whole Housz} And 
last, though not least, the gentleman from South 
Carolina himself, to whom I had appealed in full 
confidence of his aid, because I was oceupying the 
very ground which he himself had taken buta day 
or two ago, who tells me that I am the very last 
man in this House who ought to make an appeal 
on the snbject of Execative influence. 
(Mr. Pick ens here rose to explain. The gentle- 


. man from Tennessee had mistaken the point of his 


remarks. He had not said that that gentleman 
ought to be one of the last in this House to make 
an appeal on Executive influence, but the last to 
refer to the origin of tbis rule of the viva voce vote, 
considering that gentleman’s position at the time 
the rule was introduced and adopted.] 
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Mr. BELL resumed. I am happy to find that I 
mistook the gentleman. I certainly did understand 
him as meaning to arraign my political consisten- 
cy, but I am now gratified to learn from him that 
he did not. 

The question is narrow,andiI regret that time wi'l 
not permit me to enter into as full a vindication as 
I could wish of the statement I made in relation to 
Executive inflluence. Referring to times that are 
past—for there has not enough of . the present ses- 
sion elapsed to enable me to speak confidently of 
the time now present—but looking to the times that 
are past, I will say to the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Bynum] that this House furnishes 
a most illastrious and extraordinary instance of 
exemption if the Executive exeris no influence 
among the members of this body. Alas! sir, such 
an exemption is never to be expected. I cannot 
form the faintest hope, when I look at the exist- 
ing condition of human nature, that that time will 
ever come so long as the Executive of this nation 
continues to wield so enormous an amount of 
patronage as is now within his control. And I 
say further, that I consider this as a subject which 
ought very fully and very freely to be debated in 
this House. It ought, if we had time, to be discussed 
at large, as I trust it yet will be. And I say fur 
ther to the gentleman from North Carolina, that I 
could point him to authorities which he will 
respect for the doctrine, that, if a certain poticy 
should continue to prevail in this country, (the 
appointment of members of Congress to. office,) 
which policy does now prevail init, it could lead 
to but one result, namely, the lowest and tamest 
political subserviency. In reply to the appeal he 
made to me, saying that I ought, before now, to 
have seen that there is nothing in all these asser- 
tions about Executive influence, I tell that gentle- 
man that I have seen much; that I have seen 
enough, and far too much, as it appeats to me 
every man must have seen who has looked upon 
the political drama that has been playing in this 
country for years past. And, in addition to what 
I said last night, I will now declare what is my 
solemn belief, that no monarch in England, since 
the expulsion of the Stuarts, has exerted a greater 
influence, a wider sway, or has more efficiently 
controlled the measures and policy of that country 
than the Executive branch of this Government 
dnring the late and the present Administrations 
exercised over the affairs of our own. And I 
cite in praof of itthe very fact which the House 
last night witnessed, namely that no man can rise 
here, and so much as mention Executive influ- 
ence, without instantly exposed himself to remarks 
of the grossest and most offensive personality. 
What stionger sympton of such an influence -can 
be exhibited? And I call upon gentlemen to mark 
the progress of it. 

. As to the remarks of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Perrixin] as to disappointed person- 
al ambition, Iam ata loss to know to what he 
eould possibly have alluded. Did the gentleman 
mean to refer to the fact that I have abandoned a 
certain portion of a great political party in this 
country with which 1 once was connected, and 
that I did so in consequence of having been disap- 
pointed in not obtaining the favors which I ‘asked 
of that party while we acted tcgether? If that is 
what he means, then I reply that all I ever asked 
or sought of my associates in that party was given 
me instantly, freely, and without hesitation; and 
when I speak of my associates, I refer to the entire 
Jackson party prior to the year 1834. To what 
other disappointed ambition of mine he intended 
to refer, I do not know and cannot divine. 

. Last night I stated only what I believed to have 
been the object in changing the ancient and long . 
established mode of votiog in this House. it was 
not my intention to go into the whole question. -i 
might have alluded to party discipline and to the 
effectual control exerted over individuals by party 
machinery. Ay, sit, a control not over the voles 
of gentlemen only, bat almost ‘over their con- 
sciences, And in support of this: inw of the 
matter, I might have vouched: tie wentiments of 
the gentleman from South. @arotina- bimcelf. a 
as well as J, has long: hatdiand often declared i 
he influence of party: in: this Hloase is too strong 


188 
26TH Cona-..-1sr SESS. 


for the good of the country; and it was with a 
view of freeing the members of this House from 
that iron despotism in which party had too long 
enchained them, that I advocated the vote by 
ballot. Many, Iam sure, must have felt these 
chains, and under their galling pressure many, I 
know, have been compelled to act against their 
better judgment. This domination is not owing to 
the power of the Executive in his own person. 
Singly and alone, with all his patronage he would 
be comparatively powerless, but for his headmen, 
the executioners of his vengeance against all 
delinquents who dare to resist the edicts of a party 
caucus. The gentleman from South Carolina 
imputed it as an insult upon the House to affirm, 
or in the remotest degree insinuate, that gentleman 
here, when voting by ballot, would act differently 
from what they would do if giving their votes in 
the sight of all men; and other gentlemen consider- 
ed it as disgraceful to suppose that any member 
of this House would be so timid, so cowardly, and 
mean-spirited as not to dare to speak his senti- 
ments openly on all occasions; and the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, if I rightly understand him, 
went so far as to insinuate that one ground of my 

Opposition to the viva voce vute was, that I was 
myself afraid to come up to what I believe he 
called the “‘seratch.” (Some on here said aloud 
that his language was “walk up to the chalk.”] 
Yes, that was the gentleman’s delica'e and parlia- 
mentary phrase. Now, without inquiring whether, 
under some pressing emergency, I should or 
should not have courage to do this, admitting that 
Thad not, and that it was true that I dare not, in 
the gentleman's phrase, “walk up to the chalk,” 
does not that very fact furnish one of the strongest 
possible arguments on my side of the question? 
Does it not demonstrate that some of the members 
of this House require the protection of the law 
against those who holdthe power to harass and to 
injure them? Without affirming that I myself pos- 
sess that firmness of spirit which would enable me on 
all occasions to come forth and speak my sentiments 
with boldness before the world, Ido say, from 
my knowledge of mankind, and especially from 
my knowledge of men who have held seats in 
Congress, that there are some of the most honest 
upright, exalted, patriotic men, and men too, possess- 
ing a physical courage which would carry them 
fearlessly to the cannon’s mouth, who do not 
possess that moral bardihood which would enab'e 
them to brave the denunciations of the party press; 
and who, when that dasger stared them in the 
face, never could be brought up the sticking- place. 
Ane it is my honest belief that is this very circum- 
stance which keeps back many of the. best men in 
the country from yielding their names as candi- 
dates for the suffrages of their fellow-citizens. 
They possess physical courage in abundance, but 
they shrink from the thought that the moment 
they refuse to follow a party, in all its requisi- 
tions—in «li its measures, that moment they must 
deliver up their fair names to the demoniac fury of 
a party press, and be held upto public scorn as 
corrupt traitors and “bank bought deserters.” Ir 
is party despotism like this which fits men for 
ultimate slavery. Itis not. then the fear of their 
constituents which induces gentleman to oppose 
the viva voce vote. No, sir, itis a fear of a very 
different deseription. 

_ I might have brought many other arguments to my 
aid if Ihaa intended toenter fully into this subject. 
An argument has often been urged with great 
ability that, as gentlemen of all parties are here 
brought to act tugether, under the same presiding 
officer, it is better thathe should not know what 
particular individuals kave and have not voted for 
his elevation to the chair, in order that he may not 
` have it in his power, in administering the difficult 
and delicate trast committed to his hands, to dis- 
criminate between his friends and his opposers. As 
it was patrivlically said the ether day, in the im- 
pressive address delivered to us from that chair, 
the Speaker ought to be the Speaker of the whole 
House, and not the mere organ of a party. The 
Speaker of this House should emulate the conduct 
ef a patriotic Speaker of the British House of 
Commons, (the immortal Speaker Len:hall,) who, 
when improperly questioned by his King, told him, 
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on his knees, it is true, but with a spirit which has 


endeared his name to history: “I have no eyes to 
see,ormouth to speak, but by direction of the 
Comumons of England.” And so of our Clerk, or 
our public Printer. Can it be needful, or it is ex- 


pedient, that we fill those offices witha heated | 


partisan? What has he to do with the great and 
leading policy of this country? or what right has he 


to infiuence and move the great political parties | 
His duties are merely | 


into which it is divided? 
subordinate and ministerial, and genilemen of all 
parties have an obvious interest that those duties 
be perfurmed with impartiality. Ifever there was 
an occasion when the vote by ballot is pre-emi- 
nently proper and necessary, surely it is in the 


choice of the ministerial otlicers of a body of this — 


“description. A 

And now, sir, a few words as to the ccurse of the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr, Pickens] 
last evening. I kad said that I knew the origin of 
this recent rule for viva roce voting and I stated 


what its operation had bten ia practice, whatever | 


might have been the motives of those who origina- 
ted it. And the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. Pickens,] as I now understand, observed, in 
reply to an appeal I had addressed to him, “that I 


was one of the last persons in this House who | 
should make an appeal respecting the origin of this | 
rule; because he well remembered the period when | 


the subject had first been mooted, and had seen, 
at the same time, the gentleman from Tennessee 
Seated in that chair, as the organ and instrument of 
great and everwhelming Executive power. And 
therefore it ill became him to rail against the pre- 
valence of such influence in this House.” 
not know that I quote the genileman’s precise 


words, but I think I have stated his argument fairly. | 
I speak not ia il-nature of the gentleman from | 


South Carolina, and I pardon a great deal of the 
violence of his attack upon me, because, in the 
close of his remarks, he stated himself afer all, to 
be a friend to the ancient, the long established, 


and, as I believe, the true Republican mode of | 


voting. I pardon, I say, a great deal of his 
violence, ashe is a coadjutor with me in the gen- 
eral effort to diminish Executive power. 
will not allude to certain other circumstances in 
that gentleman’s own past history, which might be 
brought to show that, on the score of consistency, 
be should take care how he assails any gentleman 
here for hisconduct during the last few years. But 
what I desire to say, and what hasin fact called 
me up at th's time, is this: that the remarks of 


the gentleman involved, as I understand them, an . 


imputation on my owncourse when called by the 
House to administer the duties of that Chair. It 
does not become me tosay much of the course I 
pursued when I had the honor of filling that high 
and distinguished station. I was elected to the 
Chair under very extraordinary circumstances; and 
such as made the duty of the station puculiarly 
delicate and arduous, as regarded the then existing 
state of parties in this House. _ But notwith- 
standing these obstac!es, it affords me high satisfac- 
tion to state that, in my administration of the 
Chair, I was so fortunate—so happy—in steering 
between the opposite extremes, that no appeal by 
either party, from my decisions, was ever taken, nor 
was one of those decisions ever reversed, save in 
one instance, when it was done at my own request; 
andthough the sittings of the House were very 
stormy, and the rules of its order had oftento be 
enforced with a firm hand, yet, at the close of the 


session, | enjoyed the honor of receiving a unani- | 


mous vote of thanks. I cannot boast of any. great 


ability in the discharging of my duty. I could not ` 
but be conscious of a want of skill fur what was | 


se d-fiicult, but I flatter myself that in all my 
course, it was so manifestly my intention to act im- 
partially and honestly, that no fault could be found 
by my most bitter enemies on this floor. I trust 
that thus much will be pardoned to meafier all 
that has been said. 

And as to the other insinuation of the honorable 
gentleman, that I sat there as the organ and instru- 
ment of a great and formidable and overwhelm- 
ing Executive power; I beg leave to say that he 
must have drawn the ground of that statement 
from his own heated imagination, And itis most 


And I, 


extraordinary that he shcuid have referred particu. 
larly to the time when the famous Three 
Million bill was under discasston in this House; 
because at that time, I had the honor of acting in 
unison, as I supposed, with the gentleman from 
South Carolina in regard to the Presidential can- 
vass. I know that many of his friends in South 
Carolina p-ofe:sed a lively interest in the success 
of the political movement in which | was then 
engaged. HeandI were then ot the same party, 
linked aod bound together, and directing cur joint 
efforts to the same object; namely, to resist Execa- 
tive power, and, if possio'e, to save the Constitution, 
If in this statement lam mistaken, the gentleman 
hears it, and can set me right. 

[Mr. Pickens here rose to explain, and said 
that the gentleman irom Tennessee was proceeding 
en an idea which he (Mr. P.) had not expressed, 
He hai spoken of him as apparently at the head 
of a great and tremendous and overwhelming 
political party, whose influence seemed likely to 
overawe the decisions of this House. Executive 
power had been then at its very height, and the 
gentleman, seated in that chair, appeared to be at 
the head of the party. Such had been Mr. P's 
impression; ia this he might have been mistaken, 
but he had judged from what he saw and heard.]} 

Mr. B. resumed: If the gentleman meant no 
more than that, his imputation was not very s:rious. 
But still I was placed by him, in his remarks last 


! night, in the attitude of inconsistency. Whatever 


may have been the impression prevailing in any 


| one section of the country, or with the gentleman, 
» as to my being, at the perio1 referred to, the organ 
I do 1 


of Executive will, my position was perfectly well 
understood in the country generally, and there 
could have been but few, very few public men who 
did not know that I was put into that chair in 
direct opposition to the wishes and dicta‘ion of the 
Great Chief who then occupied the Executive 
Chair, and ruled this country with almost absolute 
sway. Yes, sir, itis one of the proudest recollec- 
tions of my life, that! had the moral courage to 
resist the wide-spread and overwhelming tide 
of Executive influence and favor which then 
threatened to sweep overt the whole country; and it 
will be a consolation to me, whatever may be my 
future fortune, to reflect that I did throw myself, 
with a gallant little band besides, into the breach 
at that period, and there stood ready to become the 
victim, iť need be, of Executive vengeance. Sir, 
it was the only apology I could make—it was the 
only explanation I could give to my generous and 
high-minded friends, athome and elsewhere, for 
having permitted my name to berun for the Chair 
in Opposition to an apparent majority of the party 
with which I acted-——that the President had inter- 
posed bis authority, and menaced me with his 
denunciations if 1 dared to aspire to that high 
station—that I had been first calumniated by my 
enemies, and was then interdicted the place which 
you, sir, now fill, by the President himself. And, 
sir, | had the further gratification to find that my 
apology was ample, and that I had the approval of 
every high-minded and independent member of the 
party with which I had so long acted. And, 
whenever my private honor shall require to be 
sustained, there are gentlemen stili in the ranks of 
the Administration who, I doubt not, will feel con- 
strained by truth and just:ce to bear me witness, 
for they know that whatI say is true. So far, 
then, was I from having been the favorite or the 
organ of Executive power while in tbat Chair, that 
I was elected to itin opposition toits most stre- 
nuous exercise. It was actually decreed that in no 
coniingency shuuldI be allowed to be Speaker; 
and the only solid objection, of a party character, 
that ever Icould learn was made against my pie- 
tensions was, that I did not enter heartily into the 
support of the President in his war against the 
United States Bank, and that I could not or would 


- not approve his removal of the public deposi'es- 


It isa part of the secret history of the times, that 
the Committee of Ways and Means were deterred 
from reporting a resolution approving the removal 
of the deposites by the stand I and a few others had 
taken upon that point. 

This was the period when the propriety of 
changing the mode of voting in the elections of the 


. 
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House came to be seriously and earnes'ly enter- 
tained; and the same reasens were urged then 
which we continue to hear advanced in favor of 
the viva voce vote. I will only add further upon 
this point, that, if the day shall ever come when the 
President shall haveit in his own power, by patron- 
age, by the application of the party se-ews cr by 
any other means, to dictate the appointment of the 
presiding officer of this House, while we may retain 
the form, we shall have lost the substance of liberty. 

The gentleman from South Carolina appears 
to have mistaken my position in every respect, 
both now andatthe period alluded to in his re- 
marks. He appears to labor under the impression 
that I have undergone a great change in my 
political princip'es since the time when he 
regarded me as the instrument and organ of an 
overshadowing Executive influence and power. 
The gentlemen isin great error in this point also. 
While it is true that I have changed many of my 
political associates since the time when I presided 
in that Chair, yet, sir, itis equally true, whatever 
may be said or thought to the contrary in any 
quarter, that I advocate and support at this time, 
both in and out of this House, the identical politi- 
cal principles which I then professed and sup- 
ported; and, what is more, there is no one leadirg 
or cardina! principle which I professed and acted 
upon on the day when I had the honor first to take 
a seat asa Representative in this hall, now twelve 
years ago, that I have abandoned. No, sir, while 
I have changed my opinion of many of the leading 
menofthe country, I have still adherred to my 
early principles, and my views of the true policy of 
the country are still the best and wisest in my 
judgment. I still stand by and advocate the prin- 
cip'es avowed by General Jackson whenhe came 
into power. It isa little singolar that the gentle- 
man from South Carolina sheuld have pointed to 
the proceedings in this House cn the famous 
Three Million bill to ilastrate his idea of my 
subserviency to Executive power, when the truth 
was, that, contrary to the wishes of every leading 
and supple instrument of Executive wi!l in the 
House at that time, I appo'nted a committee of 
conference on the part of the House, in express 
reference to a compromise by which the diminished 
appropriation proposed by the Senate might be 
voted. And I well remember the arguments by 
which one of the gentlemen appointed on that com- 
mittee was prevailed upon to act; but he did act, 
and in the mo-t manly and decided manner. 
Still, however, the object was defeated by the 
chairman of the committee. It is also strange that 
the gentleman from South Carolina should have 
forgotten that Judge White, whom I am always 
proud to acknowledge as my leader, and whase 
name was then before the people for the Presidency, 
was denounced by the party press as a traitor for 
yoting against the Three Million bill! At this 
period I had become the known and acknowledged 
opponent of the wishes of the then President in my 
choice of a candidate to succeed him, It was then, 
too, that F was generally understood to be marked 
outasa special object of Executive resentment, 
on account of the movement in favor of Judge 
White, for which I was beld mainly responsible, 
And while I am upon this point, I may te allowed, 
I trust, to say a word or two to some of my present 
party associates, who still retain a portion of those « 
feelings of dislike which they contracted while I 
continued to act with the Jackson party. What- 
ever may be the justice of those feelings which 
they occasionally manifest’ towards me, I have 
the proud satisfaction of knowing that by that 
act, by which I incurred the lasting hostility of the 
most powerful man in this country, and of all bis 
devoted fol'owers, I at the same time struck the 
manacies from their hands, and opened to them the 
first hope of deliverance from the iron rale to 
which they had been subject for years. Yes, sir, 
when the White movement, as it has been called, 
took place, the old opposition to Gen. Jackson 
had been reduced so low that it could only number 
some five or six States, as was manifest to the 
election of 1832 

There is one other point which I feel bound to 
notice, in reply to what fell from the gentleman 
from South Carolina, relating to the discharge 


of the duties of the Chair while I had the hono: to | 


fill it. There was, during that period, sir, no 
correspondence or intercourse, direct or indirect, 
between the Executive and the Speaker on the 
subject of his duties, or asthe manner in which he 
shoald discharge them. 
dependent of him in my station as he was of me 


in the dischirge of his appropriate duties; and give | 
me leave to say, sir, that in that respect I feel | 


proud in the consciousness that I maintained for 
the Chair of this House its foll measure of 
cignity and independence. But the gentleman 


f.om South Carolina was pleased to mention to me, | 


in a private conversation last evening, his recol- 
lection of the indignant feelings excited against me 


while in the Chair, when I placed a friend of the | 
Administration atthe head of the committee on 


Foreign Affairs, and thereby superseded Mr. 
Everett, of Massachusetts, who stood second on the 


committee, before the vacancy occasioned by the | 
resignation of his seat in the House by the former | 


chairman. I presume this act of mine was refer- 
red to by the gentleman from South Carolina as an 
evidence of my subserviency to Executive power. 
Upon the subject of that appointment, I will state, 
for the information of that gentleman, and in 
justice to myself, that I did place a friend of the 
Administration at the head of the Committee on 


Foreign Affairs, and thereby set aside the high : 


claims of the excellent, able, and amiable gentle- 
man from Massachusetts referred to, and in doing 
so I knew thatI might wound the feelings, and, 
for aught [ knew, incur the displeasure of that dis- 
tinguished gentleman and of his numerous friends; 
but, sir, I beg leave to add that I acted upon a 
sense of duty and upon the suggestion of my own 
judgment. 
will and pleasure, without the slightest interposi- 
ton of the Executive. I acted inconformity with 
a maxim which I remembered to have heard the 
distinguished and experienced gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] lay down in one of 
the first speeches I heard him make on this floor, 
which was, that, in order to make this a practicable 
Government, the several departments of it must 
not be regarded as co-ordinate only, but ina due 
degree co-operative'also. The Committee on Foreign 
Affairs has charge of a branch of the public interest 
and business of the country placed by the Constitu- 
tion more exclusively within the control of the 
Executive than anyother. I considered the appoint- 
ment of a political friend of the Executive as the 
chairman of that committee notto be an act of 
mere liberality, but of patriotic duty. There are 
many reasons why the chairman of that committee 
should be also a private and confidental friend of 
the President. There is, perhaps, one other com» 
mittee, which ‘upon some of these grounds ought 
also to be coneeded to the Administration—I mean 
the Committee of Ways and Means; but of that 
committee I haa not the contro] when I was elected 
to the chair. I donot hesitate to say now, sir, that, 


had it been my fortune to occupy the station at | 


this time which you fill, I would have acted, in 
regard tothe appointment of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, upon the same princip’es I 
adopted as the guide to my course upon the ocea- 
sion referred to by the gentleman from South 
Carolina. 

I hope the House will pardon these explanations 
in regard to my own course. I thought it neces- 
Sary to say so much in my own vindication and 
defence against the gross misconceptions which 
appear to have prevailed with some gentlemen in 
regard to it. 


SPEECH OF MR. HO ARD,! 
l OF INDIANA, į 
In the House of Representatives, February $2, 184)— 

On the proposition to instruct the Cosmi 

Ways and Means to report a bill appr 

$150,000 to each of the States of Ohio, I 

and Illinois, for the continuation of the Cufhber- 

land road. 

Mr. HOWARD said: 

Mr. Speaxer: I regret extremely that this dis- 
cussion has not been suffered to progress, accord- 
ing to the expressed wishes of the honorable gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr, Mason,] who addressed the 


I felt and acted as in- | 


I made that appointment of my own | 


House on yesterday. He insisted, in the ontset of 
his remarks, that the debate should not have a party 
cas!—that the question under consideration should 
be taken up, and considered on its merits alone, 
without connecting it with the party politics that 
now agitate the country, from one side to the other. 
I repeat, sir, that I regret that others have departed 
from this course, and that subjects, foreign to the 
one beore the House, have been drawn into the 
discussion. We have had a discussion, not only 
on the Cumberland Road, but on the genera! poli- 
tics of the country. One gentleman, distinguished 
for his propriety in debate, and his knowiedge of 
the rules of parliamentary proceeding, has favored 
us with a discussion of the merits of the Florida 
war. What has the Florida war to do with this 
great national highway? Sir, let us take up the 
Florida war, and discuss it ata proper time, and 
in its proper place, and let the friends of the brave 
officers and soldiers who have perilled all in their 
country’s Service, welcome their return from the 
dangers of a pestilential atmosphere and savage 
foe, without having their feelings outraged by the 
disgrace that has been attempted to be thrown 
upon them. We are told that this has been an 
‘imbecile war,” conducted disgracefully to the 
country; and when I see in the lobby of this hall 
the officers who have returned from it with shat- 
tered constitutions, and embittered feelings, I am 
reminded of another gallant army, which, haviag 
conquered treason, and cut off the traitor, “got 
themselves by stealth into the city,” and instead of 
being allowed a triumph, as was due to a victorious 
army, retired from the gaze of him whose diadem 
they had saved.’ Instead of being welcomed home 
with honors and rewards, we see the Jesups, and 
other distinguished officers who have returned from 
the arduous campaigns of this war, treated as if 
they had returned in disgrace. 

[Mr. Brpp.e here explained.] 

Mr. H. continued. Mr. Speaker, I was not mis- 
taken as to the language used by the honorable 
gentleman on that occasion, and he does me no 
more that jactice when he says that I would not in- 
tentionally pervert his meaning. But what did he 
mean when he spoke of the “imbecile manage- 
ment of this war?” What is meant by that gen- 
tleman and others when they speak thus? And 
how do they expect to be understocd by that rem- 
nant whose bones are not found bieaching on the 
fields, or was'ing in the marshes of that country. 
It is true, gentlemen say to the army, “we don’t 
mean you, when we make such charges; we know 
that your squares fell on the ground they occupied, 
as if you had been brave; we have been told that 
some of your companions even laid violent hands 
on themselves, because they could not overcome 
the obstacles interposed by the irresistible laws of 
nature. Itis not you we mean; stand aside awhile, 
and suffer this implied disgrace, that we may charge 
home upon the Administration the disasters of this 
war; let us hide your victories, your sufferings, 
your battle fields, from the country for the present, 
and allow us to ca'l it an “imbecile war.” Sach, 
sir, is the language implied by the course: of: those 
who call this subject into requisition, for the pure 
pose of converting it into political capital. 

Ought we not to cherish our army? Ought we 
to heap disgrace on them, because that country in 
which they have been employed has been a Par- 
thia? If the well appointed legions of Rome were 
not able to withstand the mode of warfare prac- 
tised by a foe far less active and subtle than the 
modern savage, and in a country not more suited 
for concealment and ambuscade, why should dis 
grace be heaped upon our army because they found 
a Parthia in Ficrida? I have read that when the 


detraetipe fmni the credit 
vance party purposes by pb all in their 


country’s service. I eer 
tions against them on-this'ffeor, Tfelt that if I bad 
been one of them, 
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tol and cast down my armor, and have done that 
which I had never done before the enemies of the 
counuy—I would have turned my back upon the 


service. I ask, on behalf of these brave men, if | 


the Administration is to be charged with imbecility 
and mismanagement, that gentlemen would do it 
directly; and nct strike at it through them. 


(Mr. Bippte here asked Mr. Howarn to give | 


way for an explanation | 

Mr. Howarp. I remember a colleague of 
mine, (Mr. Wick,] when he asked a similar in- 
duigence, was shown no favor. He was told, “if 
you are not conscious of having abused the courtesy 


of the House, withdraw the motion,” [a motion | 


which he had made to lay the subject on the table;] 


and this expression, too, came from the amiable 2 


geneman from Pennsyivania, [Mr. Bipptez.] 
Though I have not the pleasure of an intimate 
personal acquaintance with that gentleman, yet I 
know enough of him to believe he regarded him- 


self within parliamentary u:ag^; but it must also | 


be said that his conduct was parliamentary seve- 
rly, especially when it is remembered that my col- 
league was on the ficor for the first time. I shall 
leave the way open for the gentleman to obiain the 
floor, or I would yield it now. 

I shall say nothing further cn the Florida war, 


only to insist that we ought not ineidenta'ly to dis- : 


cuss those measures of the Adm.nistration which, 
from their nature and importance, are entitled toa 
direct consideration. 

Before, however, I touch the principal matter 
now the subject of debate, I owe it to an honorable 


gentleman from New York (Mr. Horrman] to pay | 
a just respect to some remarks which {eil from 


him, in reference to the recent elections in Indiana, 
for which he has kindly undertaken to account. 
Mr. Speaker, why does that gentleman call in 
question the ‘decision of Indiana in regard to her 
delegation in Congress? Has he the right to 
interrogate her on that subject? 
I remember, sir, sometime since, a band of Con- 
servatives here, who, when the President in his mes- 
sage referred to certain causes, as having led to 
political changes in New York, were. thrown into 
paroxysms of indignation, because the President 
had chosen to speak of these changes of opinion, 
and their causes. Wel: what have we now? A 
member of Congress questioning a sovercign State 
on the subject of her choice of Represeniatives. 
It may be that the people of Indiana ought to have 
chosen the friends of the gentleman, instead of 
those they have sent here. In truth, sir, he seems 
to be marvellousty well acquainted with our do- 
mestic affairs. The names of village papers and 
their contents are as well known to him as if he 


had travelled throvgh that region—better known to | 


| Thad stopped wih 


him than to myself, though I am recently from ' 


Indiana. 

{Here Mr. Paorrir said he had given the gen- 
tleman from New York his information. ] 

But the hon: rable gentleman from New York 
has kindly informed us that it was the Cumberland 
road on which ihe e'ec'ions of that State turned; 
and that his. friends failed on the ground of their 
supposed hostility to the measure, or their ineffi- 
ciency in pressing the subject on the notice of Con- 
gress, Whilst I enter a protestando, as the lawyers 
say, against bis right to inquire into this subject, I 
will say to him, that so far as one district of that 
State is concerned, his infirmation is not well 
founded. In regard to other gentiemen, I pretend 
net to speak, having had a competitor thal gave me 
as much as I desired to attend to, without lo: king 
into the canvass in other sections of the State. 
Rarely was the subject of the Cumberland road 
mentioned by either my competitor or myself. 
We discussed other topics: the Sub-Treasury; the 


United States Bank; the merits of the late and pre- | 


sent Administrations, and especially the charges 
made against them of fraud, corruption, and ex- 
travagance. In seventy-five addresses which I de- 
livered, these were the subjects I discussed. And 
here I would notice a remark of the honora- 
ble gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bib- 
pir] He charged the Executive with making 
Desattomens te pting into public odium the Congress 
of the United Siates, by avoiding the responsibility 
of submitting estimates of expenditure, and then 


charging the extravagance cf the Government upon 
this body. Sir, there is another view of this sub- 
ject, whch I will brieg to that gentleman’s nolice. 
What has been the charge urged against the Admi- 
nistration in all the Opposition presses of the country, 
ang by gentlemen on this floor? It has been that of 
extravagance and prcflicacy in expenditure, on the 
part of the Executive. The course which I took 


| on this subject was not that now ascribed to the party 


to which I belong. I, sir, it is true, showed the 
estimates when this charge was brought aginst 
the Administration, during the canvass—but did I 
stop here? No, sir; I went into the details; showed 
the objects of expenditure, and that both parties 
had voted the appropriatioas in Congress. In this 
manner, sir, I defended the party to which the gen- 
tleman belongs, as well as the Administration. If 
showing the estimates, I would 
have been justly chargeable with being a dema- 
gogue, and unworthy of addressing a popular as- 
sembly. But, when the honorable gentleman is 
defending this body against public odium, why is 


he not also made sensible of another effort which | 


must have fallen within his observation? Has he 
not heard of the “office holders’ party,”’——the 
“spoils paity,’—and other simi'ar expressions ? 
Why, sir, if an assemblage of cilizens, although it 
may consist of farmers, is held for the purpose of 
political discussion, or organization, and they hap- 
pen to be favorable to the Administration, they go 
away branded in every Oppcsilion print as the 
“ spoils party,”—the “ office holders? party,”—and 
with such other denunciatory epithets as are ever 
ever ready to drop from the lips of the parisan. 
Dees the gentleman see nothing in all this caleu- 
lated to array the people, as such, against the con- 
stituted authorities, and to bring into disrepute our 
institutions themselves? I would be gratified to 
find that these facts should make a sui:able impres- 
sion on the minds of honorable gentlemen here. 
But, sir, there is one consolatory reflection, and that 
is, that denunciation from any quarter does not 
pass with the people for truth. ‘The mass of the 
peopte seek this ou every great question, and he 
who goes before them for public favor, unless 
armed with truth, although he may have a tempo- 
rary triumph, must ultimately fail. The honora- 
ble gentleman fiom New York seems, in his re- 
maris en this subject, to have resemb’ed a mari- 
ner whose bark had been thrown b:tween the 
the counter currents of two contending seas. He 
would be pleased to favor this road, and yet he is 
unwilling to vote on this subject until he can hear 
“from the palace ”—until he can learn the views 


` of the President. 


Sir, suppose this argumcnt had ceme from some 
friend of the Administration—what would we 
hear? That its author was a “palace slave.” It 


| would be said that there was an effort to make 


this House subservient to the President upon the 
great subject of expenditure. We, Mr. Speaker, 
are the guardians of the public treasure; and in 


; appropriating it our inquiry should be, nct whether 


the President or Secretary has recommended the 
appropriation, but whether it is called for by the 
public service. In doing this, we act on our own 
responsibility; and I, sir, as one, will be found 
voting upon every question of appropriation, upon 
my own convictions of the necessity ot the expen- 
dituse called for, without being governed by esti- 
maies. 

In the progress of this discussion, my attention 
was aitrac'ed by some remarks which fell from an 
honorable gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Parnis,] 


, I am pleased to find that he has had tue good taste 


not to include in his published speech ail the 1e- 
marks which were desivered by him en. this floor. 

[Mr. Parris explained. He said he did not 
write out his remarks, nor correct them, and had 
no wish to be answerable for his speech in any 
other form than that in which it was delivered.] 

I regret it, sir, (said Mr. H.) for I had hoped 
that some of the. offensive remarks made by that 
gentleman on yesterday, bad been left out of the 
printed report by his direction. Did he know, 
when he was assailing the Western people, he was 
assailing his own countrymen? What were we 
told? “That those who come here to ask for this 
appropriation were squatters and pillagers of the 
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public lands.” If these expressions could be con- 
fined to these walls, I should not regard it neces. 
sary to answer them; but when I remember that 
epithets habitually applied to individuals or nations 
give character, I feel bound at onze to meet the 
injurious imputations implied ia the language of 
that gentleman. What is the idea of the foreigner 
when he hears the settlers of the West character- 
ized as squatters and pillagers of the public do- 
main? If I were to suppose what it would be, 
from the expressions of gentlemen here, | should 
conclude that an Eastern gentleman desirous of 
emigrating Westward, would esteem it necessary 
to provide himself with traps, snares, and the like, 
ana when he should get tere to use what, in the 
western part of North Carolina, they cail a dead- 
fall, in order to catch and clear the country of 
sqnaliers, and render it habitable for civilized man. 

For the information of that gentleman, I will 
tell him that the squatters of the West walk erect, 
are possessed of the ordinary principles of huma- 
nity, governed and influenced by the like motives, 
principles and feelings, as ourselves, fearing but 
little else than the God that made them. They 
have not, nor do they preiend to have, all the po- 
lish of the o'der communities of the East; but 
there is a s'erling integrity and manly energy about 
them, indicative of the excellence, and strength, 
and relative weight they are dest.ned to possess as 
a part of this great empire. 

Does the gentleman want to read their h‘story? 
Let him go to the Rock of Plymouth. Why is it 
that New England performsher centennial pi'grim- 
age to that spot, rendered sacred by the landicg 
of the pilgrim fathers? They had no title to the 
ground on which they first pitched their tents. It 
was the soil of the red man—of the stranger. 
They came, actuated by the nobiest feelings; they 
came in pursuit of liberty and equality; like the 
Western pioneer, they came to better their condi- 
tion, and find that inthe great West, that the Oid 
World denied them. 

Sir, it sounds strangely to hear a descendant of 
the pilgrim fathers speak disparagingly of the setilers 
of the West, who, ike them, have gone to a new 
land to encounter its hardships, and its dangers, 
and open up the way to the onward progress of 
civilization, carrying along with them all our in- 
stitutions. We are all pioneers, and the descen !an's 
of pioneers, and are governed by the same spirit. 
We want room, and we step westward; the hunts- 
man to find game, and the cultivator of the earth 
to find whereon to raise the plenteous means of sub- 
sistence. In doing this, the settler has ever been 
the outpost; the guard of the interior settlements, and 
saved them from the tomahawk and scalping knife 
of the savage. The same princip!e which promp!s— 
the same necessity which urges, the lab ring man 
to find a home in the wilderness of the West, 
governs us all; men of all conditions and profes- 
sions. 

Mr. Speaker, I must be allowed to apply this 
principle to my own profession. A young man 
whose father has given him a good education, and 
good morals, sets out for the far West, having 
spent some time in acquiring a profesion. He 
arrives at cne of our county towns, with pulse 
exhausted, and coat threadbare. He goes to a 
Western inn, and soon strikes a bargain with the 
landlord, the substance of which is, that he is to 
sleep under the tavern keeper’s rcof, eat at bis table, 
and to pay him for these benefits, when he sball 
be able to make the money by his profes:ion: He 
commences the practice of the law, and in à short 
time gains a strong hold on the affections of the 
people, and a still stronger on the good will of the 
daughter of some substantial farmer. He marries, 
becomes a useful citizen, and not unfrequenily 4 
squatter in this hall as a member of Congress. 
Sir, I see such men all around me. 

But this oceupation of the public lands is not on- 
ly sanctioned by the conduct of our fathers, and 
our whole people : it has also the sanction of law. 
What has the Government done? J answer, it has 
done that which should command the approbation 
of all good men. For the last forty years, it bas 7 
told the pioneers. of the West to “Go on—occupy |- 
the lands—we will provide for you, and protect © | 
you in the enjoyment of the fruits of ycur labor.” 
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I have some acquaintance with the character of 
those who, under these assurances of the Guvern- 
ment, now occupy the public lands. I have tra- 
velled amongst them, partaken of their hospitali- 
ty, and witnessed with emotion the comfort, the 
intelligence, and the virtue, to be found in every 
dwelling. We find there citizens from all quarters 
—Virginia, Norih Carolina, New York, Peansyl- 
vania, New England; all have their representatives, 
besides individuals from most of the other States. 
One of the finest libraries that I saw during my 
canvass for a seat here, was in a neighborhood ef 
settlers. It is there that I have seen the father be- 
coming the priest of his honsehold, his dwelling 
his only place of worship; and, with the Bible in 
the hands of his children, teaching them the evi- 
dence of its precepts—offering up in the spirit of 
devotion his thankgivings to the God of his fa- 
-thers, and imploring, in Christian humility,the con- 
tinuance of His blessings: 

Sir, the pioneer bas not yet performed his office. 
Do gentlemen desire to know when the settler will 

-cease to press forward? I will tell them. When 
the labors of a Cushing, a Linn, and a Floyd of 
Virginia shall te crowned with success, by filing 
up the great valley of the Oregon with setuers— 
squatters if you please, of Anglo-Saxon blood— 
then, and not till then,will the tide of Western emi 
‘gration cease to overspread the public domain. I 
could not, however, Mr.Srxaxer, but be reminded, 
when I heard the remarks of the gentleman from 
Maine in reference to the people of the West, of 
the expression of Cæsar, when he saw the dagger 
of his dearest friend raised against him. Coming, 
as that gentleman does, from a young and growing 
State, he cannot be igncrant of the claims of the 
pioneer to our regard. 

I have made these observations for the benefit of 
those who do not understand the Western people. 
If gentiemen would travel on this We-tern road, 
siop at Wheeling, now a city but lately grown into 
importance, cross the State of Ohio, and see, on 
-the line of this great thoroughfare, the cities, towns, 
‘and villages, the farms, schools, and all the variety 
of improvements that distinguish the age, they 
would cease to apply offensive epithets to us, and 
be proud to become one vf us. It has not been 
my fortune to travel much in the East, having, for 
thirty-six years, drauk the waters of the West; but 
Ihave seen very little in the East that will com- 
pare, every thing considered, with the State I have 
the honor in part to represent. In no country have 

‘I seen so much equality. We have no population 
rendered miserable by poverty, nor have we many 
who have overgrown estates. It may be said of 
us that tLere is universal competence, and its never 
failing concomitant, independence. I have thus, 
Mr. Speaker, felt myself called on to notice several 
topics, which have been introduced. into this dis- 
cussion, though not involved in the question before 
‘the Houte. {f now proceed to briefly discuss that 
‘question. (Gentlemen are greatly in error on this 
subject, when they state that Ohio has received, in 
the construetion of this road, the sum of 6,500,000 
dollars, 

{Mr. Pargis here explained that he referred to 
the three States of Ohio, Indiana, and Iiligois, and 
‘thai he was reported incorrectly as referring to In- 
diana alone.] 

Mr. H. resamed. Mr. Speaker, I accept the 
honorable gentleman’s explanation, bat it makes 
the case no better fot him. He is still in error. 

I may, perhaps, speak too positively, bat if so, the 
gentleman can correct meiby documentary proof. 
‘He can have that opportunity, asd may furnish 
sme, while I am addressing this ‘House, with the 
-docaments; ahd I will add, that if he will do so, I 
-wili almost promise to vote against the proposition 
myself. Allowing the gentleman time to farnish 
the proof sustaining his position, I will not even 
‘stop now to state what has been expended, but wili 
reply to that part of the argument of the honorable 
gentleman whieh interposes the Constitution as an 
Ansarmountable obstacle to the continuance of the 
Cumberland road. On this aubject, however, it 
-surely cannot be expected of . me to open up and 
discuss this great question. It is not for me to at- 
tempt to do over again what has been performed by 
the ablest of our statesmen, This constitutional 


| 


Cumberland Road—Mr.. Howard. 


objection, siÑ is a convenient resort, and is always 
found to be idfallible. The doctrine of strict con- 
struction has\come, at fimes, from every part of 
the Union. » it was a fashionable 
doctrine in the East, bout the time of the embar- 
go. Yes, sir; it waf then thought that Congress 
had power to reġughte commerce, which implied its 
continued existeneg, and that it was unconstitutional 
to destroy commerce, as it was said the embargo did. 
So we have had it from other quarters, at various 
periods, usually attended with circumstances which 
rendered the extreme of strict construction erpe- 
dient, in promoting the interests, for the time being, 
of the particular section from whence it has been 


| urged. So of the doctrine of consolidation, and of 


latitudinous construction. That, too, is a convenient 


| doctrine at times, not for any ene particular sec- 


tion, but for every section of the country, whose 
interests may render it necessary to resort to it. Is 
not our history replete with proof on this subject? 
I, sir, in my humble carcer, have always endea- 
vored to avoid running into extremes. The golden 
medium of truth is the ground on which I delight 
to tread. Well, sir, where is this to be found? On 
the one hand we find consolidationists; on the 
other, literal constructionists. I turn from these, 
and consult another able expositor, who has been 
long engaged in expounding the Constitution. 
What expositor is thai? I answer, It is the practice 
of the Government from its commencement to this time. 
Gent'emen may talk to me about constructions of 
the Constitution, and tell me that if we depart from 
a limited construction, we endanger the rights of 


the States, or if we do not give it a liberal cong , 
struction, we impair the powers of the Government | 


Teceive his sancticn. 


for usefulness; but I leave the e contending theo- 
rists to the enjoyment of their theories, and content 
myself with the Constitution as practically ex- 
pounded by the current and concurrent action of 
the several co-ordinate branches of the Govern- 
ment. How, I would ask, can the Government be 
administered, or certainty and stability given ta its 
measures, if mere abstract questions of power are 
never to be regarded as settled? Is nothing due to 
time, and experience, aud the concurring opinions of 
those whe have gone before us? Sir, the Government 
cannot be administered upcn any other principle. 
To say that nothing is to be regarded as settled, so 
far as the mere abstract question of power is con- 
cerned, would be to make the action of the Go- 
vernment as variable as the shade, and as uncer- 
tain as the winds. 

I might doubt the expediency cf a measure, and 
be disposed to change the action or policy of the 
Government, but that is a very different question. 
The present is a question of power—of constitu- 
tional power—and, upon that question, the practical 
construction of the Constitution, by the censtitated 
authorities, is enough for me. 

How stands the question before the House? Has 
there been any concurrent action of the different 
departments of the Government with regard to it? 
I find that its action has been uniform for thirty- 
four years. It has been gradually progressing from 
1806, down to the present time. More than this, 
we have had the saxction of Jefferson, that dis- 
tinguished expositor of the Ccnstitution, to whose 
opinions many of us are prone to bow, with the 
most unqualified deference. We have had the 
sanction of Madison, Monroe, the distinguished in- 
dividual who succeedad him, now a member of this 
Huse, of Jackson, and. our present Chief Magis- 

‘Irate. And here, sir, I would remark, in reference 
to the opinions ofthe President on this subject, 
without knowing any thing more than may be 
known to any other gentleman on this flocr, that 
should a bill be passed, granting an appropriation 
to the Cumberland road, I have no doubt it would 
Why do I say so? Because I 
leok at his acts. He has already sanctioned two 
bills, and I infer from his past action what we may 
expect for the future. . 

: : But, sir, we have had a resort to authorities on 
this subject, and as it may gratify gentlemen, I will 
._paysome attention to these authorities. 

:selọ message of President .Monroe is rather 
brought: to our notice than read. In the view the 
gentleman from Maine has taken cf the opinion 
expressed in that message, I think he has misap- 
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prehended the meaning. It was not a simple ap- 


tion of the Cumberland road that was vctoed by 
Mr. Monroe. Itwas a bill establishing toll gates 
on the road, with certain other provisions that 
would have given to the United States jurisdiction 
within the States through which it passed, incom- 
TInéreturning the 
bill, Mr. Monroesays: “It is with deep regret, ap- 
proving as I do of the policy, that Iam compelled 
to object to its passage,” &c. He adds: “A power 
to establish turnpikes with gates and tolls, and to 
enforce the collection of tolls by penalties, implies 


| a power to adopt and executea complete system of 


internal improvement. A right te impose duties 
to te paid by all persons passing a certain road,and 
on horses and carriages, as is done by this bill, in- 
volves the right to take the land fiom the proprie- 
tor,ona valuation, and to pass laws for the pro- 
tection of the road from injuries; and if it exist as 
to cne road, it exists asto any other, and to as 
many roads as Congress may think proper to esta- 
blish. A rigbtto legislate for one of these pur- 
poses, is a right to legislate for the other. Ita com- 
. pleie right of jurisdiction and sovereignty for all 
. the purposes of internal improvement, and not 
` merely the right of applying money, under the power 
vested in Congress to make appropriations,under which 
power, with the consent of the States through 
: which the road passes, the work was Originally 
commenced, and has been so far executed.” Again 
he says: “For although they (the States) may assert 
_ the appropriation of money within their limits,” 
&c. Now, sir, what will the honorable gentleman 
say? Will he let Mr. Monroe settle this contro- 
versy between us? 

(Mr. Parris here remarked he would go with Mr. 
Monrce when he was right.] 

The gentleman tells us he relieson these autho- 
rities when they are right, not when they are 
wrong. If he possessed that admirable quality, 
which atall times gives absolute certainty as to 
the right and the wrong of embarrassing ques- 
tions, why trouble us; why take up the time of the 
: House in reading the op nions of the great states- 
| men who have left the stage of action? I, sir, 
Shall take care to cite no authority, which, if ad- 
| mitted, will not prove my position. 

; Mr. Speaker, the distinguished citizen who has 
_ Tetired to the Hermitage, has been mentioned in 
` . the course of this debate, and his opinions have been 
. Cited. Itisnot for me to speak in censure or 
praise of that extraordinary man. His aetions are 
now in the hands of the historian, and I only refer 
to him for the benefit of his authority upon this 
question. In his veto on the Maysville road bill, 
he cites, evidently with approbation, the opinion of 
Mr. Monroe, “that Congress have an unlimited 
power to raise money, and that, in its appropria- 
tion, they have a discretionary power, restricted by 
the duty to appropriate to purposes of common de- 
fence and of general, net local, national, not State 

. benefit.” Pits 
It is thus we see the opinions of our Presidents, 
to which many more might be added, and the con- 
Stant action of the Government corresponding to 
those opinions—the action of the Executive, of 
Congress, fcr more than the third of a century, all 
in oar favor, and yet we are now met with the ar- 
-gument that Congress has no power to continue 
this great national work. Sir, if thisis to be re- 
garded as an open question, to what period shall 
we look for that regular and systematic action, un- 
der the Constitution, which shall fix it, implant it 
deeply in the minds and affections of the people? 
Sir, to substitute theory for practice, is to be gu liy 
of the folly in the affairs of Government,: whith 
would characterize the physician who should throw 
aside the medicine that had cured: ite thpyeands, 
because it was opposed to some -preconerived theo- 
; Ty. Isay, then, to the ultras,.on.-eithey extreme, 
that my ground is that whereog: the PERIE 
itself must rest —its current, pgacticnl exposition d 

the Constitution by..its iggudative,. executive, an 

jadicial action... =: `s ae 
. Bat, Mr. Speaker, belare- Talore my remarics, I 
d _of the House while I pay 

must ask the indulgence.e his A 
my respects to several gentlemen on this fluor. 
First, sir, I have some „curiosity to go with my 
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friend te Maine—not to fight the British, sir: I have 
no inclination to war—but to travel thither in ima- 
gination to look into the state of the public works. 
Woy is it, I would ask the gentleman, that the 
United States have made seventy-five or a hundred 
miles of Mac 4damized road in Maine? 

(Mr. Parris explained by saying that was a mili- 
tary road.) 

The answer is quite satisfactory, sir; it-is a mili- 
tary road, or rather it is called a military road, and 
that makes it constitutional! A name is sufficient 
to dispel all the apprehensions of Federal encroach- 
ment! Sir, is there a member in the hall that 
doubts as to the true reason why that gentleman 
is for this “military road?” Shall we voluntarily 
surrender our common sense—our experience— 
with respect to the motives andincentives to hu- 
man conduct? 

(Mr. Parris. I never voted for that road; it 
is a military road leading to the British, not from 
them. ] 

We are now told that the gentleman never voted 
for it. And why, sir? Because the question was 


4 . . a . . 
* ference to their particular sections, is mentioned. 
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ll In turning from the Sou:hwest, and glancing over 


never snbmi'ted to him. Suppose the difficalties of — 


Maine should iavolve us in war, and we should 
hear the calls of that State, like the groans of the 
Britons in the decline of the Roman power, and the 
chivalry of Indiana should desire t0 go to her re- 
lief; would we stand in no need of a military road? 
Bat one more question, and I will leave that north- 
ern region. Suppose the gentleman were here, a 
member of Congress from the Hoosier State. 
Would he go for a limited technical constraction, 
and, notwithstanding upwards of thirty years’ action 


of the Goverament, vote against the Cumberland | 


road? Of thé two hundred and forty members com- 
posing this body, is there one who deubis what his 
vote would be? Sir, we all know what it would 
be. Bat it may not be uninstructive to look into 
other portions of the Union. We have harbors con- 
strneted at numerous commercial points, and it 
would gratify me to hear from several gentlemen 
how itis they prove the constitutionality of these 
works. Even light-houses might be made a proper 
subject of examination, One thing, sir, seems a 
little remarkable; and that is, that local interests 
seem to have a wonderfal effect in neu'ralizing 
these constitutional scruples. How is it, then, that 
these things come about, thst gentemen can vote 
away millions of treasure on light-houses and har- 
bors, and, for constitutional reasons, not a dollar to 
the Cumberland road? Is it the salt water that 
makes it constilutional to make harbors? Tnen our 
great inland seas of the North and Northwest, 
thouzh covered with commerce, cannot be objec's 
of national improvement. 
the great lakes of Erie and Michigan cannot have 
harbors constructed by the General Government, 
when our whole Atlantic coast for thousands of 
miles is lined with harbors and light-houses? 

An honorable gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 


Hozgarp} has urged his arguments with great — 
force, ia opposition to this megsure; and will he | 


now allow me to call his attention to some interest- 
ing facts on this subject? What made it constitu- 
tional for the United States to give Alabama 4 or 
500,000 acres of land to make a canal round the 
‘Muscle Shoals? 

- [Mr. Hunan said he had not voted for that 
ineasnre, and would be willing now to give the 
land back to the Government. ] 

Mr. Speaker, it is not for me to doubt the sinceri- 
ty of gentlemen, and I hope the gentleman from 
Alabama may long represent his people on this 
floor, if he desires it; but I can teil him it will be 
for some other reason that they will send him here, 
than for his opinions on this subject. 

{Mr. Crapman of Alabama here asked Mr. 
Howakrp if a similar grant of land had not been 
made to Indiana?] 

Mr. Howarp. Certainly, sir: Iam not an ob- 
_jector to these liberal grants to the new States. If 
I had been here, I should have voted for them, 
whether for Indiana or Alabama, and I shonld not 
now mention them if it were not to shew how the 
‘locality of a measure may sometimes influence the 
eondact of gentlemen here. I hope gentlemen will 
Dear with me, and not become restless, when the 

solai wetion. of the General Government in re- 


Sir, will it be said that | 


' how it is so to apply it to the improvement of Tar 


the Souikeastern portions of the Union, my atten- 
tion is attracted by some favored spots in old North 
Carolina, and, by the way, sir, T cannot but allow 
my mind’s eye to rest, for a moment, on that far- 
famed country, for which, it is said, so many 
speeches are made here: Sir, I mean no dis- 
respect to that portion of the district of 
my honorable friend, [Mr. Granam.] No, 
sir: it is the country that possesses more 
charms for me than any, than all others. I 
have run upon ifs mountains, and fished in its 
streams, and mingled with its noble, hospitable, 
generous-hearted inhabitants. I know them; and 
if gentlemen will make speeches for Buncombe 
here, they should prune them of every sordid ssn- 
timent, and adorn them with the language of sim- 
plicity and truth. But in the eastern region we 
see, what I would be pleased to bring to the notice 
of a gentleman from North Carolina, who has oc- 
casionally spoken of the Cumberland road, [Mr. 
Stanty.] When he shall come to discuss this 
question, I wish him to tell us how it becomes con- 
stitutional to give mone for the improvement of 
navigation in a swamp called the Dismal Swamp— 


river, Cape Fear river. Do the gentleman’s con- 
stitutional scruples accompany him to that region? 

[Mr. Sranty. Will the geatleman allow me 
to answer?] 

Mr. H. No, sir; I prefer giving him time for re- 

flection. Now, sir, in all seriousnes:, look at your 
line of sea coast, your harbors, lighthouses, rivers, 
upon which millions upon millions have been 
“expended. Look at your roads, too, in various 
sections of the country, some finished and others 
in progress, and tell me what becomes of the 
argument against the power to prosecute this 
greatest of all our national works: a thoroughfare 
which, let politicians talk as they may, and resist 
it as they will, is destined to be carried to the foot 
of the Rocky mountains, and through them, if it 
cannot be constructed over them, and to terminate 
at some great mart on’ the Pacific, from whence 
our trade will be carried on with the West Inpies, 
not Cuba, Jamaica, &c. but the West Indies. We 
hear the Cumberland road spoken of as a local 
measure. Sir, itis the commencement not of an 
Appian or Emilian way, but of a prouder monu- 
ment—one that is to connect two oceans—that even 
now embraces “in its ample span” almost half a 
continent. Yes, sit, oppo-e it as you please, but 
American money, American genius, and American 
enterprise, will carry it forward, and it will be 
travelled by the Representatives from the S'ates of 
the Oregon, if the spirits of disorder and disunion 
shall not rend us asunder, and defeat that destiny 
which, as a united people, awaits us. It will not 
be a canal, frozen up in winter, nor a railway, that 
some Charles Martel, witha sieg'e blow, may ten- 
der unfit for use, but a paved highway, over which 
our armies may march, our munitions of war be 
transported from one side of this vast continent to 
the other. Sir, our children will look with pride 
upon this work, and boast that it was the work of 
their fathers. I, sir, would be amongst the last to 
ão violence to the Constitution; but both the in- 
strument and its construction have heen given to 
ns by the statesmen who have passed away; and 
shall we now cease to make it that beneficial in- 
strument, which, for an age, the action of the Go- 
vernment has made il? 

There are other strong considerations favorable 
to the prosecution of this work. I have been in the 
Siate of Indiana for ten of eleven years, and tra- 
velled the road when I first visited the State. The 
lands were then taken up. ‘The Hoosiers (and I 
am prond of the name) bad expended, some one 
hundred, some two-hundred dollars, in the purchase 
of quarter and half-quarter sections, in order to 
provide themselves with farms upon and near the 
National road. They all believed, it was on every 
man’s lips, that the United States were to make a 
great national highway there. It was on the faith 
of this they bought the public Jands at that early 
day, and poured the proceeds of their hard earnings 
into the Treasury. They looked to it as a tho- 
roughfare for emigration, for commerce; and hence 
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i do not now so regard it. 


population has crowded upon it, ¿ities have sprung 
up along its line, some of ten thousand, some of 
fitteen thousand inhabitants, on the finished parts 
of the work. Will you now, ST, check it, and 
leave the people in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Missouri, to charge the Government with bad faith? 
Sir, the road is worse, in some parts of Indiana, 
than if there had never been a stroke struck upon 
it; patches of the graduation completed; a few miles 
of paving done in the vicinity of three towns; and 
the rest left worse than when it was in a forest. 
What will the people say? What will they think 
of the policy of a Government, of its wisdom, and 
its faith, if this werk shali be abandoned? 


it is true, sir, I did tell the people that I thought 


i that Congress would give us an appropriation 
| whenever the subject was mentioned. Why did I 
| doso? Because | thought both Whigs and Demo- 


crats would unite in preserving the national faith. 
Ihave never regarded it as a parly question, and 
It is not to political par- 
ties, but to the friends of the read, of all parties, 


i that I look; and to them, as one of the Representa- 


tives of the great Northwest, will I feel the pro- 
foundest gratitude. I would appeal to the gentle- 
men from Synth Carolina, especially to one now 
in my eye, a native of the same neizhborhood wih 
myself, whether they think there is nothing in 
the just expectations of the Western people on this 
subject? 

It is not long since that State took strong ground 
in support of their alleged rights. Will they al- 
low us the credit of equal sincerity and equal 
determination? If they do not, they mistake us. 


| We know our rights, sir, and wil! maintain them; 


not by violence, but by continuing to press our 
claims upon the constituted authorities of the Ame- 
rican people. I confess that, if this appropriation 
fails, the people will be disappointed. They have 
a right to be; and I appeal, therefore, to gentlemen 
of all parties, in behalf of what I regard the re- 
demption of a pledge given for the construction of 
this great work. It is not party feeling that brings 
us here in regard to this road. In relation to it 
we have in the Northwest but one party, one inte- 
rest, one purpose. It gives me pleasure to ob- 
serve the conduct (and to acknowledge it with 
gratitude) of many members of both parties. I 
have seen old Massachusetis, the cradle of the 
Revolution, coming to our support. Sir, I wish I 
could see the same union in our favor in the Old 
Dominion; but in the South I am sorry to find such 
harmony amongst Whigs and Democrats against 
us, But, in regard to this measure, I shall never 
be found troubling myself in examining the jour- 
nals. It will be sufficient for me that the measure 
succeeds, and my feelings will be those of grati- 
tude to our friends rather than of censure upon 
any quarter. Gentlemen may, however, suppose 
that this is an inconsiderable matter, and that 
these States are experimenting on this body. Sir, 
they are mistaken who suppose so. No State, no 
section, has ever been more determined in the pur- 
suit of its rights, than the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been asked whether we were 
to be bought by this appropriation? Sir, it im- 
plies an injurious imputation. It is trae we have 
our price; but it does not consist of political or 
pariy consicerations, nor is it dollars and cen's. 
It is the price of patriotism; of virtne. But, sil, 
will it not not be the part of wisdom for the old 
States to do us justice now? “Do you not think we 
will remember our friends? Look at that map, <f. 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Michigan, Wis- 
consin, and Iowa. Contemplate the progress of 
empire westward—the millions that are to fili up 
that vast region,fpossessing facilities unequalled on 
the globe. Sir, the sceptre will depart from J udah. 
Is it not better for you to do ns justice than to al- 
low usto redress our own grievances, smarting 
under the sense of the illiberal, narrow policy of 
the old States towards us. Do gentleman suppose 
we will be unmindful of our friends? 

Sir, it reminds me of an act of kindness I re- 
ceived from a man in my childhood. I knew him in 
after life, and whether I saw him in the church, 
the mixed assembly, or the court-room, I never saw 
him, witheut having hisconduct to me in my in- 
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faney broughtfresh to my recollection. So it is with 
nations; so it will be with us. We will remmeber 
our friends. 

` Mr. Speaker, there are other gentlemen who de- 
sire to address the House on this subject; and al- 
though there are several topics I would be pleased 
to discuss, I shall leave them to gentlemen more 
able than myself to do them justice. 


SPEECH OF MR. FISHER, 
OF NORTH CAROLINA. > 

ives, February 25, 1840 

by Mr. Jonnson of 
Tennessee, instructing fhe Cogimittee of Elec- 
tions to REPORT forthwitf to thg House which of 
the claimants for the fife vagånt seats from New 
Jersey have received 
number of votes poll 
election for Represen 
gress; and also to re 

_ printed, &c. 

.Mr. FISHER said: As the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. FittmMore] declines preceeding 
with his remarks, I will take up the subject, and 
submit a few observations. And, in the first place, 
I must express my surprise at the efforts-that are 
being made here to stave off this question, and evade 
coming toa decision on it—this, t00, ata time 
when great complaints are heard trom every quar- 
ter against the. tardiness. of our movements. In 
the next place, I must express my utler astonish- 
ment that there should be any objection whatever 
to the committee’s reporting the fact who have re- 
ceived the majority of votes, or to the publication 
of the papers giving information on the subject. 
Are gentlemen unwilling to receive information? 
If they are unwilling to receive it for- themselves, 
eertainly they ought to suffer it to be spread before 
the people. If there be any lights before the com- 
mittee, is it right to lock them up in the committee 
room—to hide them under a bushe? Why not 
bring them ont, and set them ona hill, that all may 
see them? [ think, sir, it is due to this House itself, 
to the people of New Jersey, and to the whole Ame- 
rican people, that all the. information before the 
Gommittee should be brought out, and made public. 

. Ta the first place, it is due to this House itself. 
Why? This House refuse to permit the rive indi- 
viduals who came here with the Governor’s ceiti- 
ficates to take the seats. For this decision we have 
been assailed in the most unqaalified terms, and 
denounced by the Governor of New Jersey as hav- 
ing been guilty of “a monstrous usurpation.” 
Now, sir, the racts ought io be made public, that 
the American people may judge whether this charge 
be yros or FatsE; whether it is this House, or Gov. 
Pennington and his pliant Privy Council, who have 
trampled on the Constitution and on the laws, and 
committed this “monstrous usurpation.” 

_ In the next place, it is in an especial manner due. 
to the people of New Jersey that all the facts 
should he made public, in order that they may see 
why they have not their full representation on this 
floor.. There are ten individuals here claiming 
the fivẹ vacant seats, and yet neither set is per- 
mitted to occupy them. The people of New Jer- 
sey have a right to be informed why this is go. 
Five of. these claimants have come.out, and, in ed- 
vence, charged the whole blame. on the majority of 
this House. In their letter to the Governor. of 
New Jersey, written no doubt for effect, and pub»: 
lished eve: y where, they characterize the. proceed- 
ings of this House as au opraagm—as a disgrace to: 
a represeatative Govergment—-as a disgrace to the 
body .itself—~as the. exercise of- a. “jawless and. 
revolutionary -power;” and they charge that the 
MasoniTy disregard their “oaths to support the. 
Copstitation.” Now, sir, these are grave charges, 
and the reee should be made public, thatit may | 


t certain papers, to be 


be seen pi iher this. House be guilty—whether’ 
this House has committed perjury and usurpation , 


in exercising a power expressly delegated to ity:or 
whéther these five « agents 


ney 


e people. of New Jersey. | 


ere is yet another reason why ‘nowhing should” 


be kept back, but all made ‘public, The majority 


a 


} ants are not the culprits ipy ;which they say are ille 
trying. to asvrp seas on this floor, when they know, 
they have not regeived A majority of the votes of., 


pram 


jitooy is sach a f 
“that two hundred and forty-three illegal yotes 
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in the Legislature of New Jersey have taken up 
this subject, and have passed a series of resolu- 
tions, denouncing this House in the most unmea- 
sured terms. They were not content to pass these 
resolutions, and circulate them in New Jersey, but 
they have sent them to all the ether States in this 
Union, thereby inviting action on them. 

Now, that the Legislatures of these States may 
be enabled to act understandingly on the subject 
forced on them by these reso!utions, let us give 
them all the facts we can, lest, like his Excellency of 
Virginia, they may act on one-sided evidence alone. 
Perhaps, however, his Excellency may not have 
stood in need of light on the subject; he may know 
all about it by intuition. I hope, sir, these will be 


| considered good reasons why the resolution should 


be adopted by the Houte in the form in which it 
has now been presented to us. 


Mr. F. continued. It has been decided, sir, by |: 
i ship, and eight Democratic votes were put in, and, 


the vote just taken, that it is notin order to quote 


what has been done iu the committee; and yet, ; 
wihout referring to the proceedings of the commit- 


tee, it is difficult to explain things as they ought to 
be. Much censure has been thrown on the com- 
mittee from various quarters, and, for one, I wish 
that the whole proceeding may be made public; 
for, whatever may be the result, I feel that my 
skir's are clear. I donot, however, believe that 
the journal of the committee will reflect much light 
on the subject. I have no doubt it will be consi- 
dered a great literary edriosity; for, in my opinion, 
it is the most extraordinary journal that ever has 
been kept since the keeping of journals first began. 
Sir, did you ever read in ancient fable of an un- 
fortunate wight, who was condemned to roll a huge 


stone up hill all his life? how, after pushing, and | 
pulling, and tugging, to get it up tothe top of the . 


hill, it would slip from his hands and roll down 
again? If you have, you may form some idea of 
the labors of the committee. Or, sir, did you ever 
read in ancient stery the history the faithful 
Pecelope, who spent the day in weaving her web, 
and the night in winding it out again? If so, per- 
haps you may form some idea of the labors of the 
committee. The object of Penelope was to gain 
time— 

: [Mr. F. was here called to order for referring 
to the proceedings of the committee; and, after some 
discussion on the points of order, he was suffered 
to proceed with his remarks.] 

He continued. Sir, it is not my purpose to 
anticipate the publication of the facts, but I wish 
to disabuse the pablic mind on a few points: 

No one on this floor, or any where else, has ever 
pretended that the certificate men received a ma- 
jority -of the votes polled at the late Congressional 
election in New Jersey. Nor has it been asserted 
here or-elsewhere, that the others did not receive a 
majority; on the contrary, it has been so admitted. 
When, therefore, the certificate men came forward 
and claimed the seats, they did so, not on the 
ground that they had received a majority of the 
votes; but on the ground that they had received the 
Governor’s certificate. On the other hand, the 
other Five claimed the seats on the ground that 
they have received a majority of the votes. The 
real and undisguised question, then, that was in the 
first instance presented to the House, and that is 


now before the House, is this—which set of claim- | 


ants shall be admitted to seats hére? those who have 
the Governor's certificates withdut having received 
a majority of votes, or those who have no certifi- 
cate, but who have received a majority of votes? 
I am one of ‘those who will never consent that the 


voice of the people shall be set aside by a Gover- ` 
nor or by any one else. Judging from citcumstan- © 
ces, it would seem. that the five certificate men 


themselves did not believe altogether in the certifi- 
cates—for, either throvgh the want of faith in their 


- certificates, of with séme other view, they went to 


work last fall in hunting up illegal votes; and be- 


i: hold they:lay: be'ore*this House à list of 243 votes, . 
i L ` This list’ of votes re- 
{pated to be-illegal, Was been extensively Ipublished 
jthyoughout the country @s‘a sort of set off to the ma- 
f been received ‘at the 
ponents; and it has been done, ` 


ijority: admitted- to- have 
béass of their o has J - 
Anner as to make many ‘believe 
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have actually been discovered. Now, sir, what 
is the fact? Why, they cannot shew, by duly 
authenticaied papers, even one dozen of bad votes; 
their own competent papers show less than twelve 
illegal votes. 

{Mr. F. was here again called to order for re» 
ferring to papers in the committee, and, after some 
discussion on the point of order, the Speaker de- 
c ded that he had a right to refer to papers that had 
been readin this House, though not now in pos- 
session of the House. From this decision, an ap- 
peal was taken, and the ayes and noes called for. 
The Speaker was sustained in his decision by the 
House, and Mr. F. was then permitted to go on.] 

Mr. F. then proceeded to say; I wish, sir, to set 
the public mind right on another point. By 
turning to the list headed illegal votes, it will be 
seen that it is there charged that eight Whig votes 
were taken out of the box at Saddle river town- 


of course, afterwards counted—~thus making a 
difference of sixteen votes. Now, sir, what I wish 
to say is, that this charge has not been proven. 

[He was then again called to order for alluding 
to papers not before the House, and, afiera con- 
siderable interruption, was again permitted to 
proceed.] 

As, sir, [cannot be permitted to refer directly 
to the papers, I must either stop altogether or 
do so indirectly. I will, however, first: make a 
prediction or two. I will then predict, whenever 
the House examines the papers on this charge, 
they will find it wholly unsupported by proof as 
yet laid before the committee. The judges and 
inspectors of the polis held at Saddle river, are re- 
ported to be men of as fair character as any in the 
State of New Jersey. When this charge was first 
made, they not only gave it a flat denial, but they. 
said if the charge was true, it was an indictable 
offence, and should te taken notice of by the law. 
They challenged their accusers to go before the 
grand jury, and have it investigated. They 
have not done so, nor have they made good 
the charge before any other tribunal what- 
ever. Why have they nol? It must be because 
they cannot; for, if they could, we have every rea- 
son to believe they woud. And yet, sir, this Sad- 
dle river affair has been held up, here and else- 
where, as an established fact, that the ballet box 
was robbed. 

But, sir, let us examine the grounds on which 
this Governor took on himself the right to set aside 
the will of:the people, and to give the ceftificates to. 
those who were rejected by the people. Where 
did ‘he receive this power? Not from the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, for that gives no such 
power to him, or to any body else; ner did he re- 
ceive it from the laws of New Jersey, for the laws 
of New Jersey expressly requires that.the Governor 
and Privy Council shall ascertain “who have re- 
ceived the ‘greatest number of votes from the whole 
State,” and commissiok thém accordingly. Where, 
then, did he get the power and right to throw away | 
all the votes polled at South Amboy and Millville, . 
which gave a clear majority of 458 iù fayor of the 
Democratic candidates? When all the facts are 
brought to light, it will be found that this Gover- 
nor, who charged this House with “a monstrous 
asurpation,” has himself tramp!ed on all law, and 
committed a daring outrage on the rights of the 
people. In justification of his conduct, it is pùt 
forth ¢very where, that the returns from South Am- 
boy were not made in time by the judge and in- 
spectors of the polls to the clerk of the county, 
whore business it was to send them up to the Go-, 
vernor. The fact is otherwise. The returns from | 
South Amboy were delivered to the clerk a whole. 
day before the time expired; but this clerk, withe,., 
outany authority of law whatever, undertook to ; 
set himself up as judge, and actually, Tejecies the 
votes, on pretence that they were, Bot. S Tóyorn 


we ans. 


made out, certi- 
tär, and ‘delivered | to. 
Hes bet he god his Privy 
Rise they did not come . 
“and in this way the peo~ 


“ple were deprived of their sacred rights by ne 60s 
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ings of the clerk on the one hand, and a partisan 
Governor on the other. And here, let it be remem- 
bered, that, at the time of this transaction, not a 
werd was said about illegal votes. Neither the 
clerk, nor the Governor, pretended to allege that 
the polls of South Amboy were thrown aside on 
account of illegal votes. No: the excuse of the 
clerk was, that the returns were not made “‘pursu- 
ant to law;” and the excuse of the Governor was, 
that they did not come to him through the clerk. 
The allegation of bad votes was altogether aa 
after affair, and, without a doubt, got up to turn 
public attention off from the conduct of the Go- 
vernor and the two clerks. 

As to the returns of Millville, there it is true 

that the returns were not made to the clerk by 5 
o'clock off Satarday evening, as required by the 
law of New Jersey, but they were made between 
10 and 11 o’clock that night. Was this, however, 
a good reason for rejecting the votes of the frec- 
men of New Jersey? If the returning officer fell 
four or five hours behind his time, are the people 
to be punished for his neglec.? If he violated the 
Jaw, punish him; but do not disfranchise fiee- 
men for his latches. Who before this ever heard 
of an instance where the people lost their votes, 
after having given them in according to law, merely 
because the returning officer did not do his duty? 
In New Jersey, at least, such a thing was never 
before heard of: there the practice has always been 
the other way. Tt isa remarkable fact, that in the 
year 1832, a case occurred in this very township 
of Millville precisely in point. In that year, the 
returning officers of the polls at Millville failed to 
deliver the returns to the clerk until 12 o’clock at 
night, whereas they ought to have been delivered 
by 5 o'clock. The clerk sent on his returns to the 
Governor, omitting the votes of Millville, because 
he did not receive them by 5o’clock. He, how- 
ever, soon after made out a certificate of the facts, 
and sent itup. The Governor and Privy Council 
received the votes, and counted them, and, what is 
more, these votes then turned the scale in the elec- 
tion, as the votes of the same place now do. This, 
too,| was done by a Whig Governor, (Southard,) 
and by a Whig Council. But this is not all. At 
this same election of 1838, a contested election took 
place in the county of Cumberland, in which Mill- 
ville is situated, and the irregularity of ihis re‘urn 
from Millville came before the present Legis'ature 
of New Jersey. The matter was referred to a 
committee, a majority of which was composed of 
Whigs. The majority and the minority both made 
reports. The Whigs, in their report, declare, 
“they will not suppose that the voice of the peuple, 
fairly expressed at the ballot box, if asceitainable, 
will be disregarded merely for the reason that the 
duty of making the certificate of election has been 
negligently, ignorantly, or even fraudulently per- 
formed, or omitted, by any of the officers upon 
whom that duty is imposed.” Now is it not strange 
that these same Whigs of the Legislature of New 
Jersey, in the course of a few months, after adopt- 
ing these jast principles, should change about and 
denounce this Honse for acting on them? It. only 
shows that party ambition is stronger with them 
than either a sense of consistency or the feelings 
of patriotism. 

{Mr. F. was here interrupted for referring to the 
action of the committee.] 

Mr. F. said I am very desirous to pursue this sub- 
ject still farther, but it must be apparent to all, 
from the various interruptions I have received, the 
eallsto order, ard the questions of order, that it 
it will be next to impossibie to doso. The mo- 
ment I refer to a paper now before the committee, 
Iam called to order. The moment I takeup a 

mphiet to read, a question of order is raised, 
and rather than proceed amidst this constant inter- 
ruption, I will abandon this part of the subject for 
the present, and turn to another where I anticipate 
no interruptions. 

Mr. F. continued, on the constitutional question 
of certificate and seal. I will now, sir, proceed to 
take, rapid notice of the argument, which on a 
former occasion was so much relied on in this 
ease. I mean the great platform argument, on 
which all the speechs from one side of this House 
have been built, Without claiming to possess any 
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constitutional learning, I will endeavor to test this 
argument by the rules of common sense, and 
plain reasoning. And that I may not do injustice 
to this famous argument, I will endeavor to state 
it in the very words of those who have advanced it 
here; frem the very able and distinguished gentle- 
man from Tennessee, (Mr. BELL,] to the humbler 
orators in this debate. 

“Taat this House cannot go beyond the certi- 
ficates of the Goveraor to inquire who are entitled 
to the seats; but that we must take the certificates 
in the first instance, as conclusive evidence that 
they who hold them, are entitled to the seats.” Or, 
iu other words, “that whoever presents himself 
here with the certificate of election, is thereby enti- 
tled to his seat on this floor.” 

Now, sir, to test this propesition, we must, in 
the first place, see what powers the Constitution 


gives to the House on this subject. The words of | 


tee Constitution are as fellows: ‘Each house shall 
be the supce of the elections,returns, and qualifica- 
tions of its own members.” (Article 1, section 3.) 
“Shall be the supar !” 


dence, but mist receive if asfull and conclusive 
evidence that they who hold it are entitled to their 
seats, then it follows most clearly that the House 
is not the yupce. It is not the judge, because it 
can exercise no discre.ionary power whatever—it 
has no choice—it cannot look into facts, or law; 
butitis wholly passive, without the power to 
choose or reject. ‘To supcr, implies the power to 
examine testimony—to hear both sides—to make 
upa jadgment—and to decide according to evi- 
dence; but if it be true that we cannot look behind 
the certificate, then the House cannot examine 
either facts or law, and consequently cannot judge. 
Thus, by the argument of gentlemen, the Consti- 
tution is nullified, and this House is made a mere 
passive creature, without a single attribute of a 
judge. 

But this is not all; for this argument of gentle- 
men not only makes a dead letter of the Constitu- 
tion, which constitutes this House the judge: it 
goes farther, and makes the maker of the certificate 
sole and exclusive judge of all elections to Con- 
gress. In the present case it makes Governor 
Pennington sole and exclusive judge. Now let us 
see if this be not the consequence. 

It will be admitted by all, that before Governor 
Pennington made out bis certiricates, he had be- 
fore him all the returns, including those from South 
Amboy and Millville, which, taken together, gave 
a decided majority to the Democratic candidates. 
It will be also admitted, that, with these papers be- 
fore him, he had the power to decide in favor of 
either party. He did decide in favor of his politi- 
cal friends—the Whig candidates—and gave them 
his certificates. Now if it be true that we cannot 
go beyond this certificate, then, in admitting these 
five men to seats here, we do so, not because they 
have received a majority of vetes in New Jersey, 
but because they have received the Governor’s cer- 
terficate; and thas, to ail intents and purposes, you 
constitute the maker of the certificate sole sopaz in 
the case. But, to make this conclusion more pal- 
pable, let us pursue it a little farther. Suppose 
Governor Pennington, with the papers before him, 
had given his certificates to the other five, as we 
contend he ought to have done, they having re- 
ceived a majority of the votes, then, according t? 
the doctrine of gentlemen, the other five would have 
been the members. Why so? Not because they 
had received the majority of the votes, but because 
they held the certificate, thus making Governor 
Pennington not only sole judge, bat likewise sole 
elector! He had the power to give his certificate to 
e ther party; and whoever holds his ceitifica'e, are 
to be hailed here as the true members. Now, sir, 
do you think that the Constitution ever meant to 
give to the Governor of a State a paramount power 
over the votes of the people of that State? a power 
to set aside the votes of the majority, and substitute 
his owa will in their stead? 

But, sir, let us examine this matter yet a little 
farther. Suppose this wonderful Governor, by 
way of showing what the great seal in his hands 
could do, had put aside both sets of candidates, and 
had given his certificates to five of his Privy Coun- 


Bat if it be true that we | 
cannot go beyond the certificate, to examine evi- 
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cil; these five, with certificates in hand, had come on 
here, and taken seats, and, at the same time, the other 
claimants had come on, and made known to you 
the whole fraud—you understand it fully, and be- 
lieve it all—yet, according to the argument of gen- 
tlemen, you can take no notice of it, but you are 
bound to receive these spurious member, place 


| them in seats, act and vote with them, and do all 


this merely because they hold the Governor’s certi- 
ficate under the great seal of the State! There is 
no end to the absurdities in'o which this doctrine, 
that yon cannot go behind the cert ficate, will in- 
volve us; and, gentlemen seeing this, have endea- 
vored to extricate themselves by attaching some 
qualifications to it, Let us examine these. 

They say, that although you cannot be beyond 
the certificate in the first instance, but mast admit 
the holders of it to take seats ard exercise all the 
rights of members; yet, after they have taken seats, 
and become invested with membership, then, and 
not till then, you may take up the case, look be- 
yond the certificate, examine ard jutge, turn out 
the certificate men, and pvt in the others. Now, 
let us look at this view of the subject. If this ar- 
gument be true, then it must stand upon two pro- 
positicns, which it necessarily presupposes; but if 
these two propositions are false, then the argument 
itself must be false, for itrests on them alone. 

The first of these propositions is this: that the 
House has more power after the certificate men 
take their seats than it had before; that is, that the 
House acquires power from the circumstance of 
the certificate men taking seats; for it is evident 
if the House can declare that the certificaie men 
are not entit'ed to seats after we admit them, which 
we could not do before admitting them, then, of 
course, the House has gained power by the fact of 
their admission, since it can do, afier they are ad- 
mitted, what it could not do before. Now I deny 
that the House acquires any power by the circum- 
stance of the certificate men taking their seats, and 
I disprove it by a direct appeal to the Constitution 
itself. 

I disprove it in this way. We meet here under 
a written Constitution; we derive our existence 
and all our powers from it, and from no other source 
whatever. These powers, thus derived, are ex- 
pressly laid down in the Constitution, and cannot 
be increased or diminished by any law, custom, or 
usage whatever; for this plain reason, that what- 
ever modifies, that is, increases or lessens the 
powers derived from the Constitution, must be 
greater than the Constitution, and may entirely 
change or destroy it. But as there is no power 
greater than the Constitution, except the States in 
convention, then it is clear if this House acquires 
power by the fact referred to, it must be so in con- 
sequence of something expressed or implied in the 
Constitution. Now I challenge gentlemen to show 
any thing of the sortin the Constitution. If they 
cannot show it, then it will be because it is not 


there;.and if not there, their assumption is false, 


and falls to the ground. 

The second proposition that gentlemen must 
show to be true before their argument can stand, 
is this: That a man may be a legitimate member 
of this Heuse before he takes a seat, who is tol so 
after he takes it; or, in other words, that to-day 
you are bound to admit him because he: is a legiti- 
mate member, and te-morrow ycu aie bound to 
turn him out because he is net a legitimate member. 
This proposition is not only neces:arily presup- 
posed by the argument of gentlemen, but it has 
been expressly laid down by several speakers. 
The gentieman from New York, who is reputed to 
be an able lawyer, actually asserted itas a sort of 
political axiom, in his speech delivered on the 
New Jersey case several weeks ago. He then 
said: 

“Whatever eventually may be the result, the certificate in the 


first instance, and for the time being, fully aud absolutely in- 
vests him who holds it with the right of membership.” 


Now let us see if this pruposition will bear the 
test. a 

Wao makes members of Congress? By the 
Constitution, the rropte of the several Siates 
choose their members of Congress. Whoever re- 
ceives -a majority of the qualified votes given ac- 
cording to the rules of law, thereby becomes the 


member, Mark it~it is not the certificate of the- 
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Governor, but the votes of the people, that make 
members. . 

Whenever, therefore, a man presents himself 
here, either with or without a certificate, this may 
be said of him as true—that he is either a mem- 
ber or he is net a member. He cannot be a mem- 
ber and not a member at the same time; he must 
be one or the other. If he isa member, then all 
admit that the House cannot rightfally divest 
him of kis membership. If he is not a member, 
then it is equally clear that the House cannot 
make him one. The House cannot add to, or 
take away, in the smallest degree, the rights of 
membership, for, to say that it can de so, would 
be to say that it can modify the powers given by 
the Constitut:on, and consequently must be greater 
than the Constitution, and may change or destroy 
it at will. Now apply this argument to the five 
certificate men from New Jersey: they are either 
members or they are not. If they are members, 
they were made so by the votes of the people; but 
suppose they were not made so by the votes of the 
people—then by what authority is it that you admit 
them as members? Why, according to the argument 
of gent!emen, by authority of the Governor’s certifi- 
c:te. Thus, then, it follows that the Governor’s 
certificate empowers you to do what the Constitu- 
tion gives you no right to do—to make members of 
Congress; and consequently, the certificate is 
greater than the Constitution; and thus, you see, 
the whole argument so much relied on by gentle- 
men, runs itself into a political absurdity, and falis 
to the gronnd with the false prop that held it up. 

The sum of the whole matter is this: If this 
famous argument so much relied on be true, then 
the Cons'itution is a dead let'er; but, as the Con- 
stitution is in force, and paramount to these poten- 
tial certificates, then the argument itself is a politi- 
cal absurdity. 

Mr. F. continued. I will take this occasion 
briefly to notice another most extraordinary argu- 
ment that has been gravely advanced on this floor, 
and that has been seized on and acted on by the 
Governor of New Jersey and his party in the Le- 
gislature. The argument is this: `“ That the Con- 
gress of the United States is made up of members 
from the twenty-six States; that if any State is not 
represented here, it cannot be a Congress, and, of 
course, cannot do business. But you have ex- 
claded the certificate men ‘rom New Jersey, ergo, 
yoa have no Congress, and can do no business.” 
This is certainly a new argument, and the distin- 
guished gentlemen from Mas:achusetts and Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Apams and Mr. SerceanT] are en- 
titled to the honor of first discovery. 

If this argument be true, then the 5th section of 
the 1st article of the Constitution must be inopera- 
tive; for if either House, by exercising the power 
there granted, excludes a single member from 
either body, such exclusion dissolves Congress, and 
renders all its acts unconstitutional. According to 
this new argument, there can be no Congress un- 
less every State is fully represented. If this be not 
the meaning, then the argument does not apply to 
New Jersey, since New Jersey has now one repre- 
sentative on this floor, and two in the Senate; and, 
if it applies to New Jersey, then it must equally 
apply to every other State. 


Now, let us look at the absurdities into which 
this construction of the Constitution will involve us. 

Seneral States in this Union have but a single 
Representative in this House. Now, if, on any ac- 
count whatever, either of these Representatives 
should be excluded from this Houre, thea such ex- 
clusion acts as a dissolution df Congress, and all 
that is done must necessarily be unconstitutional. 

But itis even worse than this; fur, if you ex- 
clyde even a sitgle one of the forty members of 
New York, the same result takes place. If this 
doctrine be true, then I doubt whether there ever 
has been areal constitutional Congress since the 
Constitution was adopted; for Idoubt whether there 
ever has been a session when every State in the 
Union was fully represented. 

If this argument be trae, then that section of the 
constitution which says—“a majority of each 
House shall consti,ute a quorum to do business” — 
means just nothing at all, Jf this doctrine be true, 
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then it isin the power of any member to dissolve 
Cengress at his will and pleasure. He has nothing 
to do but resign his seat, put on his hat, walk out, 
and Congress is at an end. Will it be contended 
that our wise ancestors in framing the Constitution, 
ever meant such a thing as this? It is absurd to 
suppose it. And yet, let it be known, that this fa- 
mous Governor of New Jersey and his pliant ma- 
jority in the Legislature, with the desperation of 
drowning men, have caught at this floating straw, 
and set it forth in solemn resolutions, and sent 
them to all the States in this Union inviting action 
on them; not only so, but sent them to you, and 
to this House, in a way and manner, insulting to 
both. But,sir, this is not the first time this game 
was played off in this country. We read, that du- 
ring the Revolutionary war, one of the British com- 
manders attempted the same thing with General 
Washington. In following the example of Wash- 
ington you did well, sir. He retarned the package 
to the British officer. You returned the paper to 
Governor Pennington. There let it rest with the 
argument that brought it forth. 

Mr. F. in continuing his remarks, said, there is 
one other subject connected with this question on 
which I wish to make a few remarks. All of us 
who have refused to let the’ certificate men take 
their seats, have been charged with violating State 
rights. Now, sir, I ama States rights man, and re- 
pel the charge as wholly unfounded—particularly 
as coming from those who never, until now, show- 
ed any zeal for State rights. What are State rights? 
I will tell you: the Federal Government is a Go- 
vernment of delegated powers, that is, it has no 
power, but what are given to it in the Constitution. 
All powers not given to it by the Constitution, are 
expressly reserved to the States, and the people. 
See the 10th article of the amendments. These re- 
served powers are the State rights. ‘I'he only way, 
then, in which this House, or this Government can 
encroach on State rights, is to assume and exer- 
cise powers not grated in the Constitution. Now, 
d:d this House assume an undelegated power in 
taking cognizance of this case, and excluding the 
cirtificate men from this floor? Certainly not, if 
there be avy meaning in the words of the Consti- 
tu:ion, “Each House shall be the judge of the 
elections, returns, and qualifications of its own 
members, and a majority uf each House shall con- 
stitatea quoram to do business ” From this it is 
perfectly c'ear, that in acting on this question, so 
far from assuming a doubtful power, we were only 
doing what the Constitution made it our especial 
duty to do, and what no other tribunal has a right 
to do. How, then, have we invaded State righis? 
So far from trespassing on State rights, this House, 
on the presentoceasion, has defend State rights and 
the rights of the people of New Jersey, from one 
of the boldest assaul:s upon them, that ever has 
been perpetrated in this Republic; an assault, 
which, if crowned with success, will soon prostrate 
the sacred rights of the elective franchise in the 
dust, and leave them to be trampled on by every 
petty partisan Governor who may happen to have 
in his keeping the great seal of a State. 

Mr. F. said there were various other extraordi- 
nary arguments resorted to on a former occasion 
to justify the conduct of the Governor of New 
Jersey, whic’: it would be out of time now to con- 
sider. Indeed he would not now have taken up 
the constitutional question at all, but for two con- 
siderations: the first was, that on a former occasion 
he was cut off by the previous question from say- 


ing a word on that question; and the next was, 
that on this occasion, he was prevented by constant” 


interruptions, from pursuing the course of té- 
marks he intended when he took the fivor. Ka 
. Ž 


REMARKS OF ŅR. WELLER, 
OF OHI. ` E4 


In the House of Representative, Wedne 
26, 1840—On the New Jersey 

Mr. WELLER said, it seem him that the 
question now beforce the House d already been 
fully d scussed; and that every fnember upon that 
floor was prepared to vot ersiandingly in this 
matier; that gent'emen ha@#been permitted, in the 


discussion of this resolution, ta travel over the 


whole merits of the New Jersey e'ection. He said» 
it struck him that this was not the proper time to 
enter into such a discussion. He thought it ought 
to be po-tponed until the committee, 10 whom the 
papers had been referred, submitied their report. 
When the House was called upon to decide upon 
the claims of these gentlemen, then the proper 
time had come for discussing the merits of the 
election. A committee had been appointed to re- 
port to us the facts, and he did think the discussion 
improper until thatccmmittee reported. 

He did hope, when the papers connected with 
the claims of these geatlemen were submitted to 
the committee, that a report would be made at an 
early day, in order that the State cf New Jersey 
might have her full representation upo.. that floor. 
That State, said he, under the Constitution, is en- 
titled to six members. She has butcne in his 
seat. Why is this?) Gentlemen in the Opposition 
have told us it was because a majority of this 
House had violated the Constitution, and trampled 
upon the rights of a sovereign State! Yes, sir, 
said Mr. W. the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. 
Smita] has denounced with unusual violence the 
party to which I belong, because they would not 
suffer the Governor of New Jersey to manufacture 
Representatives for them. Sir, said Mr. W. I 
have never before listened to such miserable siang 
as fell from the lips of the gentleman from Con- 
necticut—such contemptible stuff. 

(The Speaxer here called Mr. W. to order.} 

Mr. W. said he had no disposition to violate any 
of the rules of that House; but when he, and those 
with whom he acted politically, were charged with 
having violated that Constitution, which they had 
solemnly sworn, in the presence of that House, 
and before their God, to support, he must be per- 
mitted to say a few words in bis and their de- 
fence. 

[Mr. Craze insisted that, inasmuch as Mr. 
WELLER had been called to order, he should ob- 
ject to his proceeding, unless he would pledge him- 
self not to demand the previous question.] 

Mr. W. said the gentleman from Alabama had 
no right to say whether he should proceed or not. 
Nor could he recegnise his tight to prescribe to him 
the conditions upon which he should address the 
House. It is, said he, for the House to say whe- 
ther he should proceed, and to their decision he 
would cheerfully submit. 

[The Spzaxer then put the question to the 
House, whether Mr. W. should be permitted to go 
on, and leave was given.] i 

Mr. W. then said the gentleman from Connec- 
ticut had occupied tbree hours in denouncing those 
who differed with him iñ opinion on th‘s subject. 
His whole speech from the beginning to the end 
was insulting to those who had refused to give 
the seats to the members holding the Governcr’s 
certificate. Sir, (said Mr. W.) it had been charged 
time and again, on this floor, that we have v.o- 
lated the Constitution for party purposes ! It is, 
said he, a base slander upon the Democratic 
party, no matter by whom uttered. If gentlemen 
supposed. he was to ‘fold his arms, and sit quietly 
in his seat, and hear these unfounded declarations, 
they were mistaken. He, for one, intended, upon 
all occasions, to defend himself, and his principles. 
Satisfied of the correctness of the cause he had 
pursued, he should not shrink from the responsi- 


| bility of his acts, and when gentlemen saw proper 


to denounce him for discharg'ng what he conceived 
to be his duty, they must not expect him to 
sit quietly under their abuse. 


So far from violating the Constitution, said Mr. 
W. we had been endeavoring to preserve it in its 
purity. That Constitution, said he, declares that 
the people shall elect their Representatives. His 
efforts, and the efforts of those with whom he was 
a:sociated, had been directed to the securing of this 
right tothe people of New Jersey. It has been ad- 
mitted, said he, repeatedly. admitted, that those 
gentlemen who held the certificates of the Gover- 
nor had not received a majority of the votes. Am 
I then, sir, sad Mr. W. to be charged with violat- 
ing the Constitution of my coualy when I refuse 


| them seats in this hall? Shall 1 be told that lam 


trampling upon the rights of a sovereign State 


when I decline permitung men to legislate who 
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States, and utterly repugnant to all the objects and purposes for 
which the Federal Union was formed. 

4. Resolved, That to set apart the public lands, or the re- 
venues arising therefrom, for the beforementioned purposes, 
would be equally unjust, inexpedient and unconstitutional. 

These are the resolutions proposed by the com- 
mittee. The Senator from Kentecky offers the 
followiag as a substitute: 


Resolved, That the debts of the several States, so far as they 
are known to the Senate, have been contracted in the exercise 
of the undoubted right and constitutional power of said States, 
respectively; and that there is no greund to warrant any doubt 
of the ability or disposition of those States to fulfil their con- 
TResolved, That it would be just and proper to distribute 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands among the several 
States in fair and ratable proportions; and that the condition of 
the States as have contracted debts iasuch, at the present mo- 
ment of pressure and difficulty, as to render such distribution 
eapecially expedient and important. 

It is true that other propositions have been 
submitted; but in my judgment, the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania to the resolutions. reported from the 
commitiee, and the amendment to that amendment 
offered by the Senator from Michigan, seemed to 
me wholly uncalled for, having no connection wilh 
the subject d:scus-ed by the committee. I admit, 
sir, that it has been repeatedly said that the report 
was a direct assault upon the c ‘edit of the States. 
Th's I deny. Icannot s"zu.~ that the Senater 
from Pennsylvania h22 avy such impression; and 
I cannot well coco: why he has proposed an 
amendment so „eign from the subject-matter of 
the committee’s report. It was the propriety of an 
assumption of the State, debts which the commit- 
tee had considered, and not the ability of the States 
to respond. ‘There is not to be found within 
the range of the report, a single line, nor a 
a single word, indicating the slightest distrust 
in the honor, integrity, or ability of the States; and 
yet it is proposed to amend the reselations of the 
committee by incorperating a direct proposition of 
our full belief in the entire and undoubted respon- ` 
sibility of the States to meet their liabilities, and of 
their clear and constitutional! power to incur such 
liabilities. I regret that the amendment has been 
offered; and, as atpresent advised, I cannot give to 
the proposition my suppot. I will not say that I 
shall vote against it, or against the proposition of 
the Senator from Michigan. One thing I will say, 
that I shall reluctantly pass upon either proposition. 
In a former speech, 1 expressed my full belief in 
the honor and responsibility of the State Govern- 
ments and the implicit confidence which, in my 
judgment, should be reposed in their plighted faith. 
I did this in answer to the reiterated, but ground- 
less, declaration, that the report of the committee 
was a direct attack upon their credit, 

Mr. President, if my neighbor calls upon me and 
asks, as a favor, that I would endorse his paper, I 
reply no, I cannot do that, but I will give you a 
letter of credit; I will certify to the world that you 
had contracted your debt in the exercise of the 
soundest discretion, and in the prosecution of your 
lawful business, and that there is no ground to war- 
rant any doubl of your abilstg, or of your disposition, fo 
fulfil your contracts.. My neighbor should go forth 
with this letter of credit in his hand, adding liabi- 
lity to liability, entering into new projects and in- 
curring new debts. At last misfortune overtakes 
him; he becomes embarrassed; his contracts aie not 
fulfilled; and the holder of this paper comes to me 
and says, I ask indemnity at your hands, Is there a 
court of equity in Christendom that would not 
make me answerable, if Ihad given such a general 
letter of credit with a full knowledge of the fact 
that his preinvestments had been made in the pro- 
secution of the most unpromising and unproduc- 
tive enterprises? 

Mr. Fres dent, I would not say aught against the 
eredit of the States. I do not feel myself called upon 
to endorse that credit. It is matter foreign to our 
subject, aiid I will merely add that, with a less 
guarded legislative proceeding on a former occa- 
sion, the Federal Government considered itself. 
bound, in equity, to provide for the Holland debt 
which was then oppressing the District of Co- 
lumbia. It was done. I will not, sir, give my 
sanction to any proposition which can, by the in- 
genaity of man, be construed into an obligation, on 
the part of this Government, atany future time, or - 
under apy peculiar circumstances, to assume the 


have been rejected by the people? If, sir, said he, 
ja maintaining the right of the people to elect their 
own Representatives, I am violating the Constitu- 
tion, then I stand convicted before the country. 

Lask again, said Mr. W. why New Jersey has 
bat one Representative on this floor? A proposition 
is now before us requiring the committee to report 
their proceedings, in order that we may be enabled 
to give her a full representation here. This propo- 
sition is violently opposed by gentlemen on the 
Whig side of the House. Who, then, are disfran- 
chising the State of New Jersey? Who are the 
men who are depriving her of her representation? 
Efforts have been made, said Mr. W. both here 
ahd eleewhere, to prejudice the public mind against 
thë course pursued by the Democratic party on 
this question; but the facts would ere long be 
spread before the people, and this base imposition 
would be exposed. He had no fears about the 
result. | 

Mr. W. said he always felt disposed to extend 
proper courtesy and respect to the Governor of a 
State, and to his official acts; but when that Go- 
vernor invades the rights of the people, and as- 
sumes to: himself powers not delegated to him by 
the Constitution, he would speak of him in the 
language his condact'merited. Yes, sir, said Mr. 
W. and when he attempts to sileace the voice of a 
free and independent people, as expressed through 
the ballot box, he mast be permitted to call him a 
bold usurper. This high-handed outrage, said Mr. 
W. upon the ‘elective franchise, should excite the 
indignation of every honest man in the county. 
If; said he, the people of New Jersey tamely sub- 
mitto sach an outrage, they have lost the spirit 
and patriotism that characterized their fathers in 
the days of the Revolution; they have become the 
subservient slaves of a petty tyrant, and are no 
longer entitled to the appellation of freemen. 

The party. with which I act, said Mr. W. are 
anxious to give the seats to those who have re- 
ceived a majority of the votes of the people, and if 
to do this was a violation of the Constitution, then 
they were indeed guilty. But, said he, I have 
already detained the House too long. My object 
in rising was simply to demand the previous ques- 
tion, but as I have permitted my feelings to lead 
me to make some remarks ‘on the conduet of the 
Opposition, I do not feel at liberty todo so. Hav- 
ing, said he; no disposition to take the advantage 
of any gentleman, he must, flotwithstanding he had 
risen solely for that purpose, decline moving the 
previous question. 


liabilities of the States. I would, therefore, avoid 
action. I would avoid the direct expression of the 
sense of the Senate upon the amendment of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, or even upon 1h? 
amendment to that amendment as proposed by the 
Senator from Michigan. I regard them equally 
without the pale of our jurisdiction; as having no- 
thinz to do with the report or resolutions of the 
committee; and, in truth, as a most gratuitous in- 
terference, on the part of the Senate, with a most 
delicate matter—that of State credit. 

The resolutions just read, taken together, pre- 
sent two very distinct questions for the considera- 
tion of the Senate. 

The first is, Would it be just, expedient, or con- 
stitutional, for the Federal Government to as:ume 
the entire debt of the States? 

The second is, Would it be just, expedient, or 
constitutional, for Congress, by law, to distribute 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands among 
the States, upon some given rate, either for the 
purpose of relieving them from their present in- 
debtedness, (at this period of unlooked for pres- 
sure,) or forany other purpose? 

These two propositions seemed to be necessarily 
involved in the resolutions now before the Senate. 
Itis my design, in my way, and according to the 
lights I possess, and according to the suggestions 
of my best judgment, to discuss each of these pro- 
positions. 1 feel myself called upon to do this, 
a(ter the stand the Legislature of my own State 
has taken upon this sabject, and after the instruc- 
tions she has sent up here for our guidance upon 
these momentous questions—which resolatians I 
intend to submit to the Senate tefore I close my 
remarks. 

The great burden of the song of the Opposition 
from the beginning, has been that this whole pro- 
ceeding is gratuitous, uncalled for by any one 
Siate of the Confederacy—that: it is a dangerous 
and unjustifiable assault upon Staite responsibility— 
that thisis the most unpropitious period for the 
discussion of these momentous questions—that the 
whole movement looked and seemed to be designed 
as an attack upon the debtor Siates. Let us see 
what foundation there is for these objections. 

How came this subject here? It is true that no 
debtor State hasdirecily asked in the suppliant 
language of petition for aid in her existing embar- 
rassment. No Siate hascome up here with a me- 
morial for relief. But is there no other mode ex- 
cept upon petition, to a:t upon these great consti- 
tutional questions—questions invoiving the power 
as well as the justice of the Federal Government? 
Is it not one of those abstract propositions which 
should be entertained, discussed, fully considered 
and determined, uninfluenced by any memorial 
from any sovereign State or corporation? The ac- 
tion of the Senate should be free. The action will 
now be controlled by the great principles upon. 
which rests this Government. This, then,.is the 
appropriate time for action. The public mind has 
already been addressed upon this subject; not 
only by those who regard it as a matter of interest 
for the Government to come in aid of the States, 
but also through the public journals, by the com- 
munication of Executives to their State Legisia- 
tures. It cannot, fora moment, be denied, that 
this very question was engaging the public atten- 
tion before the meeting of Congress, and it thus be- 
came our bounden duty, on coming together, ` 
promptly to meet and decide the question. 

I have, Mr. President, made an extract from one 
of the leading political journals cf the country, 
which I propose to 1ead to the Senate; and I well 
recollect that about the time of the publication. of 
this article, I saw published in other newspapers 
substantially the same opinions. 

[Here Mr. Cray of Kentucky said: Will the 
Senator from New Hampshire give the names of 
the papers to which he reters?] 

I will answer the Senator, by assuring him that I 
will give the name of the paper from which I have 
made the selected extract. But as to the other pa- 
pers, from which I do not purpose to read extracts: 
in the course of my remarks, I will give to the Se- 
nator their names according to my recollection, at 


any private interview without the walls of this 
chamber. 


SPEECH OF MR. HUBBAR 
' ; OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Jn- Senate, Tuesday, February 38, 1840. 
Gronpy’s ‘report im relation fo the afumption 
of. the debts of the States byjthe Fgderal Go- 
vern ment: - 

Mr. HUBBARD. addressed 

lows: ° i 
Mr. Present: I regret th Senator from 

Vermont, (Mr. Puetes,] who entitled to the 

floor, isnot inhis‘place. Idid not myself expect 

to ‘address the Senate this-morning. It‘was my 
belief: that the honorable Senator to whom I have 
referted, would have favored us with his views 
upon this subject, and I shonld have been much 

gratified: to have heard him. As it is, although I 

regret'the absence and the came of the absence of 

Senator, 1 will not ask the Senate to stay the 

progress of the debate, but will at once proceed 

to present my own views, illy prepared as l am. 
What are’. the resohitions which the select com- 
mittee have presenied to the Senate? And what is 
the gabstitute for those resclutions, which had been 
offered by’ the Senator from Kentucky? 1 will 
reaé@ thém,‘and -piace them in connection with the 
remarks T’shail make, that the people of my own 

State, who may feel-any desire to read my speech, 

may waderstand the whole subject-matter. 

1. Rèsolved, "That the assumption, directly or indirectly, by 
the ‘General Government, of the debts which ’have been, or 
may be, contracted by the States for loéal objects or State pur . 
poses, would be unjyst, both to the States and to the people. 

Resolved, That that’ such, assumption would be highly 
inexpadient, snd dangesoue to the union of the States. 

3.. Reselned, That such asum tion would be wholly unau- 
phyrized by, and in violation of, t Constitution of the United 
4 


e Sghate as fol- 
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The following is from the*National Intelligencer 


of the 28th of October last: 

“ j itsof the derangements of eur mone: 
pane he ee a ability on the part of tha 
debtors to pay their responsibilities. This distrust has reached 
our State engagements, and the bonds of some of them are 
down toa very low price. I have heard divers insinuations 
against their payment, for divers reasons; hut my own opinion 
is, that ifthe ways and means for discharging them were pro- 
vided, they would stand as firm, perhaps more so, than any 
other securities. Most of these bonds have been appropriated 
for objects of internal improvements. Would it not be a wise 
provision if Congress were to set aside certain amounts of the 
public Jands for their ultimate redemption?” 

This, it is trae, purports to be in the character of 
acommonication. But it is the frank expression 
of an opinion truly alarming to the peace and per- 
petuity of our institations, and that is pat forth in 
the form of an inquiry. Speaking of the State 
debts, the writer remarks: “Would it not be a wise 
provision if Congress were to set aside certain 
amonots of the public lands, for their wltimate re- 
dempticn?” 

The ultimate redemption of what? The State 
debts. To set apart the revenues to relieve the 
Siates from their indebtedness. The writer of this 
article could not for a moment suppose that the an- 
nual proceezs of the sa'es ef the public lands 
would ever extinguish State liabilities. They 
wou'd not make a tithe towards meeting even the 
interest of the State debts. Nor is that the propo- 
sition of the writer. His suggestion is too plain to 
be mi: understoed; and it is for a direct assumption 
of the entire debt of the States. It proposes to set 
apart certain amounts of the public land for their 
full and complete redemption. Itis artfully drawn, 
but its meaning cannot be mistaken. It is to look 
into the Treasury, to court up the millions which 
have there been received from the sales of the pub- 
lic lands-—to set aside their amount to redeem the State 
debis—and, if that shou'd be found insufficient, to 
pledge the future proceeds of the sales of the lands, 
until the object shall be fully accomplished. 

Similar views, according tomy recollection, were 
circulated over the country, through the agency of 
the press. They had found their way into other 
public journals. And I beg the Senate to bear in 
mind that, {rom the plain reading of this paragraph, 
it-is a proposition for an assamption—aen entire as- 
sumption, a complete assumption—oef the State debts; 
and it suggests the means for their final liquidation 
and payment. 

But this ıs not all. To such an extent had the 
public attention been drawn to this subject, that the 
Gevernot of New York himself refers to it in his 
annual message to the General Assembly of that 
State. : 

Upon this self-same subject I have made an ex- 
tract from the message of another Chief Magistrate 
to his Legislature, and it most clearly shows that 
the subject of assumption was agitating the’ puble 
mind ın various sections of the Union; that it was 
matter of debate whether the entire debt of the 


States should be transferred to the General Govern- | 


ment.’ The message from which I propose to read 
an extract, could not have been induced by any ac- 
tion of this body. It was induced solely from a 
knowledge of an opinion, pervading, to some ex- 
tenf, our common country. The Governor says: 

“The projeet now afloat of funding the State debts, and for 
their astempion by the Federal vernment, cannot, and 
should dever be adopted. Congress has no right to take mo- 
ney from the Federal Treasury for such purposes; and, if 
attempted, the effort must shake the Union to iis centre. But 
evenif successful in its adoption, the policy would be fatal to 
the’ independent character of the States. A precedent 
would. be established, by which extravagant expenditures 
would be sttmulated with the States, reducing them to the con- 
dition of mere stipendiariea on the favor of the Federal Go- 
verament, increasing and encouraging their’ indebtedness to 
foreign powers,and ultimately making us, while we boast of our 
freed om, a nation of slaves.” 

Such sentiments are well worthy the sonrce from 
which they emanated—sentiments evincing that 
love of liberty, that spirit of independence, which I 
hope never to see restrained in any one of the 
sovereign States of this Confederacy. 

The time had come when, from an imperious 
sense of public duty, Congress was bound to act 
upon this subject; and we should not be deterr-d 
from doing that duty because no State has asked 
relief at our hands. We should rather be stimu- 
Tated ws that, very fact to more prompt action in 
the performance of our public trust, But while this 
objection is sounded in our ears at every tarn— 
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while it is urged at every point—may I not be per- 
mitted to ask the Senator from Kentucky by what 
authority he has offered his second resolution? 
Has he the authority of any State to declare her 
indebtedness, and her pressing embarrassment? 
Has he the au hority of any State to deelare that, 
at this hour of distress and dismay, a distribution 
of any portion of the public revenue would not only 
be “ expedient, but imporiant.” Has any State, 
corporation, or individual, asked the action of Con- 
gress in the way and manner, and for the reasons, 
suggested by the Senator from Kentucky.. Na, 
sir. The Senator has submitted his propositions 
upon his own responsibility. 

_ The Select Committee have presented their re- 
port for the consideration of the Senate, apon their 
own responsibility. The very course.of this debate 
cannot fail to remind us of the importance and ne- 
cessity of definite and immediate action. The 
opinions promulgated by the money lenders in 
England; the opinions abroad in our ewn:land; 
the resolations before the Senate; all combine to 
remind us of the propriety and necessity of imme- 
dia'e action. 

I am perfectly aware of ihe course which the de- 
bate has already taken. The connection between 
the subject before us and the currency of the coun- 
try, has been most ably discussed by the Senator 
from Ohio. I am not disposed to take ground 
which has been pre-occupied. I know, also, fuil 
well, that the resolutions of the committee are fully 
justified by the report of the chairman, and that I 


can offer nothing which could more fully illustrate 


the positions taker by the committee; buat coming 
as I do from a Siate free from, and wholly unem- 
barrassed by, any existing pecuniary liability, I 
should be recreant in my duty to her, were 1 to 
keep silent on this occasion. I well know her sen- 
t:ments on this interesting subject, in all its con- 
nections and consequences. They accord with my 
ows; and it is my wish and my will to express them 
on this occasion. l 
It is my purpose, Mr. President, in the remarks 
which I may submit to the Senate, to coifine my- 
self to the consideration of ihe resolutions which 
have heen reported from the ‘select committee, and 
to the subsitute which has been proposed by the 
Senator from Kentucky. I regard this sabject, in 
all its bearings, as one of the deepest importance. 
And should the period ever come when this Govern- 
ment shall assume, directly or indirectly, the pay- 
ment of the State deb's, or should pledge. its faith 
for the ultimate discharge of State tfabilities, ‘then 


will this Confederacy be dismembered and our. 


happy Union dissolved. © Such an assumption 


would not only be “repugnant to all the objects - 


and ‘purposes for which the Federal Union was 
formed,” but utterly destructive of that: harmony 
and unity of interests, so essential to its mainte- 
nance. There is-not, in the broad range of subjects 
which can appropriately and legitimately claim the 
consideration: ot the General Government, one 
more fraught with danger than an interference 
with S:ate parpos:s or with State policy. These 
sovereignties, independent of each other, ever look 
with great jealousy :upon the action of the General 
Government, and he who is conversant with the 
events of our history from the Declaration of Ameri- 
can Independence to the presentmoment, cannot fail 
to bear in mind the untiring vigilance of the States, 
their constant and deep solicitnde against any accu» 
mulation or concertration of power, eatculaied to 
interfere with their rights, or to disturb their rela- 
tions. Their powers ard their duties are well de- 
fined, and the powers and the duties of the General 
Gogernment are equally well set forth in the char- 
ter of our liberties. Irepeat that the project of 
an assumption of the State debts by the Federal 
Government is full of danger—fatal to the peace 
and perpetuity of our institutions. 


ments, by dastraying theactive energiés of the latter; 
and making them the mere vessels of the former. 


id 


lI this. then believed, and I 


tor 
__.. Senate. 


There is no point of view in which this subject 
can be contemplated, but what its gross injustice 
is made most strikingly manifest. . 

_ The father of bis country has left to the Ame- 
rican peeple a most invaluable legacy touching 
his matter: 

“As a very important source of strength and security, cherish 
public credit. One’ method of preserving it, is fo use it as 
sparingiy as possible, avoiding occasions of expense, by culti- 
vating peace; but remembering, also, that timely disburse- 
ments to prepare for danger frequently prevent much greater 
disbursements to repel it; avoiding, likewise, the accumulation 
of debt, not only by shunning occasions of expense, but by vi- 
gorous exertions, in time of peace, to discharge the debte which 
unavoidable wars may have occasioned, not ungenerously 
throwing upon posterity the burdens which we ourselves 
ought to bear.” 

„The contemplated measure, if carried into effect, 
will fasten a debt upon this Government which its 
ordinary means cannot discharge while this Con- 
federacy shall last. It not only paralyzes the ef- 
forts of the present generation, but entails upon 
generations yet unborn all the evils of a national 
debt. If it be wise to assume any portion of the 
State debis—if it be just for this Government to 
come, in any degree, to the aid of the States—or if 
it be constitutional to make any such assumption— 
I would meet the expenditure by a direct taxation 
upon the property oi the country. I would not 

` ungenerously throw upon posterity the burdens 
which we ought ourselves to bear; but I would 
preserve public credit by using it as sparingly as 
possible. I cannot but regard the consequences 
which must follow from the adoption of this pro- 
ject, as mest deleterious to the free institutions of 
the States, 


Iam, as I before stated, from a State free from 
debt. And whatis, in effect, the proposition n.w 
submitted by the Senator from Kentucky? “That 
it would be just and proper to distribute the pro» 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands among the se- 
veral States, in fair aad ratable proportions: that 
the condition of such of the States as have cen- 
tracted debis is such, at the present moment of pres- 
sure and diffieulty, as to render such a distributiones» : 
pecially expedient andimpoxtant.” Can any thingbe - 
more exp icit? Isnot the resolution, in itself, ealou- 
lated to shake the confidence which the States repose 
in the General Government? Does it not most em» 
phatically declare that, in this day of darkness and 
dismay, at a time of such pecuniary distress and 
difficulty, it behooves the General Government 
to, put forth all. its energies: for the relief of 
the States—to take from your public. Treasury a 
partion: of yoar public revenue, and distribute it 
among the States, ‘in fair. proportions,” with. .the. 
avowal that the indebtedness of the States renders: 
such .a distribution, at a time like this, especially - 
“expedient. and important” . When 1. last ad» : 
dressed the Senate, I-ventured then to assert, what 
I verily believed, that the idea was entertained on : 
the other side of the ,Atiantic,: by. the bankers and 
money capitalists of Earope, that this Guyvernment 
would assume the liabilities of: the States: J be- 
lieved it; but little indeed did | suppose, from what — 
was then said, that such an assumption swon'd thus 
early find an advocate on this-floor, Little indeed 
did I suppose that a distinct proposition woni. bè |- 
presented to this Senate, to distribute a portion of .: 
the public revenues among the States, and thatsuch. - 
a distribution would be justified om the ground of 
State indebtedness, and on. accoant of the -pree+. 
sure and severity of the times. But cso itis, Here. - 
we have it, in language too plain to be misunder- - 
stoed. Here is a distinct, well defined propesitien,  : 
affirming the justice and propriety of distributing 
a portion of the public revenue among the sevetat 
States, and that such a measure is j : 
pedient at this time, when some: of . the, States”: 
themselves feel sensibly the weight of- their <m> 
barrassments, Not. content with yeting: ageiist 
the resolutions presented by the. select: com 
mittee, wherein the justice and expediency ef sath : 

a project is. most. unqualifiedly denied, the Send 
tor from Kentucky proposes to sybstitate his 1eso~ 
lutions, which as ungualifiedly affirm the justice, — 
expediency, and, at. this Se ere 
i measure... Sik, ives 
importance. of the measure stil believe, the money 
: power of En land was exerting all ita energies to 
 vecomplich this objesi Bat, Mr. President, I did 
` not then suppose that its purpose would find open 
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and avowed friends in this bedy. Such have been 
the recent developments, that I trust every oppo- 
nent of this scheme is now prepared to admit that 
the time had arrived when this Senate, and this 
Congress, should act, and act efficiently, upon this 
subject, so vital to the peace, harmony, and perpe- 
‘nity of this Union. Yes, sir, the time had come; 
‘and the Senator from Missouri, with a proper fore- 
cast, saw enough in the signs of the times to indace 
him to move in this matter: he richly merits the 
thanks of the country for this act of patriotism. 

The question recurs, would 1t be just, expedient, 
or constitutional, for this Government to assume 
the entire indebtedness of the States? What is the 
aggregate amount of those debts? If it be designed 
by this Government to assume the entire, or any 
portion of, the State debts, it becomes important to 
ascertain the sum of that indebtedness. But it has 
been said, by way of objection to this proceeding, 
that it would be most ungenerous to the States, and 
most prejudicial to their credit, to speak of their 
individual or of their aggregate indebtedness. This 
js mere fancy ~an idle phantom: of the imagination; 
jt has no foundation to rest upon. How is this? 

Is not the public furnished periodically with the 
official reports, of camptrollers and State treasurers, 
giving an exact exhibit of the liabilities of their re- 
spective States, and minutely stating the ebjects 
upon which the public money has been applied? Is 
not the information within the reach of every man, 
showing the extent of State indebtedness, and the 
causes of that indebtedness? Is not the whole sys- 
tem of State improvements perfectly well under- 
stood? Yes, sir; the bankers of Europe, as well as 
of oar own country, must be, ef necessity, familiar 
with the means and liabilities of States asking -pe- 
cuniary accommodations. Certain it is that all 
these facts and details make up a part of the histo- 
ry of: the times. There is no wrong done, and 
there can be none done, to the States, by speaking 
of their separate or of their aggregate indebtedness. 
I would not willingly do an act which could by 
possibility injure State credit. Bat when I am 
called on to act upon a project which looks to the 
assamption, by the Federal Government, of the 
entire debts of the States, I must be permitted to 
state the - particular, as well as the aggregate, 
amount of the State debts. In my judgment, the 
whole sum of State liabilities at this time cannot 
fall short of two handred millions of dollars. 

The following table, showing the debts of the in- 
dividual States, and of their gross sum, is sub- 
stantially correct. In some instances the liabili- 
ties may be estimated too high, in others too low; 
but it is sufficiently correct in its details for my 
purpose, and gives good authority for declaring 
that the aggregate amount of the State debts can 
not fall. short of two hundred millions of dollars. 
It-is of no earthly importance to whom these 
State debts may be owing, or for what purpose they 
may havebeen contracted. Jf the debts are due 
to-her own citizens, they are, nevertheless, debts. 

If the money has gone to constitute the capital of 
>: State banks, the liability of the States still exists. 
-- If State bonds have fornished the pecuniary basis 

of State corporations, and paper issues have been 
made for the benefitof the States themselves for 
the amount of that capital, what stands pledged 
for the redemption ‘of that circulation but those 
very State] bonds? Wherever there js an existing 

State obligation, the amount of that obligation, no 
matter to whom given, or for what, goes to fix, to 
that extent, the sum of State indebtedness. The 

table subjoined, is offered to stiow the amount of 
that indebtedness, and when contracted* 

The aggregate of that indebtedness is shown by 
the table to be $174,382,868. Ido not propose to 
add the stocks which have been created by the re- 
spective States, or the liabilities which have been 
incurred since the table was published. Ihave not 
the data at hand which would enable me to do it, 
but I do propose to add the twenty-eight millions of 
dollars deposited with the several States under the 
act of June, 1836. This addition to the sum above 
stated, will make an aggregate exceeding the sam 
I had assumed as the amount of the State debts. 
But it has been said, in the course of this debate, 
that this last item ought not to be added, to show 
the extent of State liabilities, So far from it, the 


Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] was under 

stood to say that there was an unsatisfied debt now 
owing from the General Government to the respec- 
tive States, growing out of this very deposite act of 
1836—that the last instalment had not been depo- 
sited with the States—that they now hada claim 
upon the General Government for this nine mil- 
lions of dollars. What is the law of 1836? Is there 
one line, or even a single word, in that act, which 
treats the sum placed with the States as a donation 
to the States? Was that act supported upon any 
such principle? No, sir; nothing could have been 
more foreign from those who sustained the bill, 
than the idea of a grant of the public money to the 
use of the States. But let us look into the act itself, 
and see what are its plain provisions. I have sub- 
joined a copy of that part of the 13th section, 
which declares the character of this deposite with 


the States: 

‘Phat the money which shall be in the Treasury ofthe United 
States on the first day of January, eighteen hundred and thirty - 
seven, reserving the sum of five millions of dollars, shali be de- 
posited with the several States, in proportion to their respective 
representation in the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States, as shall, by law, authorize their Treasurers, 
or other competent authorities, to receive the same on the terms 
hereinafter specified, and the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
deliver the same to such Treasurer, or other competent authori- 
ties, on receiving certificates of deposite therefor,signed by such 
competent autherities as may be prescribed by the Secretary 
aforesaid, which certificates shall express the usual and Jegal 
obligations, and pledge the faith of the State for thesafe keeping 
and repayment thereof, and shall pledge the faith of the States 
receiving the same, to pay the said moneys, and every part 
thereof, from time to time, whenever the same shall be required 
by the Secretary ofthe Treasury, for the purpose of defraying 
any wants of the public Treasury, beyond the amount of the 
five millions aforesaid.” Seo 

Not only is the law itself free from all ambiguity, 
but the action of the State Legislatures themselves 
show in what sense they regarded this transfer of a 
portion of the public revenues. The document I 
hold in my hand contains the legislation of every 
State of the Union upon this subject. I shall mere- 
ly transcribe the law of my owa and the law of 
of the States of Kentucky, to show what the opinion 
of the States was upon this subject. Not one of 
them has ever treated this transfer of the public 
money as a public donation. ; 

No, sir, his own State had, by her act, declared 
the terms upon which she would receive this de- 
posite; and she had, by her Legislature, subseqaent- 
ly instructed us to oppose every measure intended 


*In June, 1838, the Comptroller of the State of New York ad- 
dressed a letter to the different States, making inquiry what 
amount its laws authorized to he borrowed for internal im- 
prevements. The answers he received enabled him to make 
the following table: 
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This statement is confined to contracts authorized at the time 
of making it,eay June or July, 1838. Bince that time laws have 
passed authorizing a large increase for barks as well as public 
waria Ia Ohio, we know the debt exceeds fifteen millions of 


to relieve the States frem their liability to return to 
the public Treasury this deposite, when demanded. 
I shall not hesitate, when occasion requires, to car- 


ry into effect her instructions. 
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-six. ; 
AN ACT to provide for the receipt of the public money of the 
United Fates which may be deposited with this State. 

Section l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives in General Court convened, That the Treasurer 
of this State be, and hereby is, authorized to receive from the 
Secretary ofthe Treasury of the United States the money which 
is directed to be deposited with this State, by virtue of an act of 
Congress, entitled “An act to regulate the deposites of the public 
money,” approved on the twenty-third day of June, anno 
Domini one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six; and the 
Treasurer of this State is hereby directed and empowered to 
execute and deliver to the Secretary of the Treasury of the 
United States, certificates of a gies for said money, pledging 
the faith of this State fur the safekeeping and repayment thereof, 
andin all other respects in conformity with the provisions of 
said act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Treasurer of 
the State, for the time being, is hereby authorized and directed 
to pay the said money which may have been received on said 
certificates of deposite, and every part thereof, from time to 
time, whenever the same shall be required by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, agreeably to the provisions of the act aforesaid; 
and if there shall not bea sufficient amount of moneys in the 
Treasury of this State to meet the requisitions of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, the Treasurer of the State, for the time being, is 
hereby authorized and required, on consent of the Governor, to 
borrow on the credit of the State such sums as may be neces. 
sary for the repayment of such deposites, in such portions and 
at such timesas may be requisite and proper, at the Jowest rate 
of interest at which the same can be procured, not exceeding 
six per cent. and the Treasurer, for the time being, is hereby 


' authorized and required to pay such loans and the interest, when 


the same may become due or payable, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise. appprepriated. 

The following is the legislation of Kentucky 
upon this subject: 

AN ACT providing for the receipt of the proportions of the 
surplos revenue to be deposited in this State. 

Beit enacted by the General Assembly of the Common- 
wealth of Kentucky, That the Treasurer of this Commonwealth 
be authorized and required to receive from the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States, the proportions of the surplus 
revenue, which are required to be deposited in the Treasury of 
this Commonwealth, according to the provisions of an act of 
Congress, entitled “An act to re; ulate the depositor of the pub- 
tic money,” approved on the 23d of June, 836; and the said 
Treasurer is further authorized and required to execute certifi 
cates of deposite, containing obligations, on the part of this 
Commonwealth, in conformity with the requisitions of said act 
of Congress; and when said surplus revenue shall be received 
by the Treasurer, as hereby authorized and required, he shall 
cause the same to be passed to his credit in the deposite banks 
of this State, andremain in said deposite banks until otherwise 
disposed of by law. 

Can there be, then, any “reason to doubt that 
the deposites with the States forms one item in the 
account of State liabilities ? P 

I assume the sum of two hundred millions of 
dollars as the existing amount of the debts of the 
respective States. And let there be a general act 
passed by Congress, assuming all outstanding State: 
liabilities; mark my word, that the aggregate of 
that assumption, without taking into the account the 
twenty-eight millions of dollars deposited with the 
States, would not be less than the two hundred 
millions, as stated. 

This, then, is the rum to be provided for—but in 
order to liquidate the entire debt of the States, the 
largest existing State debt, having the least repre- 
sentation, must be taken into the account, in order 
to make an equal and just distribution among 
the other States. Let it be supposed then that the 
largest State debt is now twenty-five millions of 
dollars; and that the renresentation in both branches 
of Congress from that State consists of five. If the en- 
tire State debt should be assumed by the Genera} Go- 
vernment, it follows that a public debt must be in- 
curred to enable the Government to do equal jus- 
tice to the other members of the Confederacy, of 
fourteen hundred and seventy millions of dollars. 
The eight non-debtor States, upon the ratio of 
distribution fixed in the deposite act of 1836, would 
receive three hundred and fifteen millions of dol- 
lars. That is, they must receive the money, or 


' the credit or the General Government to that 


amount. 

The other eighteen debtor States, upon the prin- 
ciple he had stated, would receive, including their 
present debts, such further sums as would make 
an aggregate of eleven hundred and fifty-five mil- 
lions of dollars. 

Upon this principle of distribution, New Hamp- 
shire herself mustreceive thirty-five millions of dol- 
Jars from the General Government; the annual 
interest npon which, at six per cent. would amount 
to two hundred and ten thousand dollars; and if 


`- broila and wars between themselves, which so frequently afflict 
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that annual interest shculd be required to be paid 
by the population of that State, per capila, it 
would necessarily impose a direct annual tax of at 
least seven hundred dollars on every man, wo- 
man, and child, of that early, vigilant, and faithful | 
member of the Confederacy. Take the Siate in | 
which I reside, and let it be supposed, that through | 
the great munificence of the Federal Government, | 
she was to receive the sum of thirty-five millions =: 
of dollars. Such a donation would be regarded, 
as it should be, a public curse, instead of a public 
blessing. Should she appropriate it upon works 
of internal improvements, in constructing rail- 
roads and canals through every section of the State, 
it would unavoidably impose upon her a debt | 
from which, in no time to come, could she be de- || 
livered. If she should approprtate the principal | 
for purposes of education, the interest of that fund 
must be drawn by direct or by indirect taxation 
from the pockets of her own people. 

Such a distribution would scatter the seeds of 
local jealousy, would preduce a most disorganizing 
and disastrous influence upon State operations. 
Such a distribution is unasked by. one, at least, of 
the non-debtor States. It would, in his view, be 
imposing upon her posterity burdens which we 
ought ourselves to bear. Such a distribution would | 
not only distract the counci's of the States, but 
would also destroy that peace and harmony, and 
love of union, which ate the certain cements of the 
Confederacy. The all importance of preserving 
that Union inviolate, is most impressively described 


in an address to which the American people can- 
not too often recur: 
“While, then, cvery part of our country thus feels an imme- 


and ti i i ll th rties combi ' £ . * 
diate and particular interest in union, all the parties combined ean provide ihe means for: ihe extinguishment of 


cannot fail to find, in the united mass of means and efforts, 
greater strength, greater resource, proportionably greater se- 
curity from external danger; a less frequent interruption of | 
their peace Ly foreign nations; and, what is of inestimable 
value, they must derive from union an exemption from those 


neighboring countries, not tied together by the same Govern- 
ment, which their own rivalships alone would be sufficient to 
produce, but which opposite foreigu alliances, attachments, and 
ntri gues, would stimulate and embitter.” 

There would then be no justice or expediency 
in such a distribution, in such a division of the pab- 
lic revenue for such a purpose. I would notin- 
terfere with the policy of the States. I would not, 
by the power of thisGovernment, by the mighty in- 
fluence of its means, embarrass the enterprise of 
States or corporations. I would leave them to act 
freely within their spheres; and I would limit the 
operations of this Government to that line of action 
prescribed. by the letter of the Constitation. 1 
would assume no power—more especially I would 
hot assume the power of distributing the public | 
revenues famong the States—the exercise of. 
which power . would prove so fatal to the perma- 
nency of the Government. Let the States carry - 
on their works of internal improvement. Let them 
accomplish what they may, in cenjunction with 
corporations or with individuals. I would not - 
have the General Government connect itself with 
their operations, _ 

With equal justice might this parental Govern- 
ment, as it has been called, assume the debts of 
the individuals composing the States, as of the States 
composing the Union. If this Government be the 
parent of the States, (which I most emphatically 
deny,) it follows that the citizens are but removed 
in one further degree in the lineal descent from 
the common stock; and wuh equal sembiance of 
justice might it be contended that this Government 
should assume the debts of individuals and of cor- 
porations, as well as the debts of the States; and 
the monstrous inexpediency of the proposition is 
most forcibly presented, when we contemplate the 
true relations between the State and General Go- 
vernments. ; 

The States are the independent members of the | 
Union, acting upon all questions of internal police 


as to them shall seem fit-——accountable not to Con- 
griss but to their own Government, for their own 
actions. The General Government may be regard- 
ed as the great agent of the States, to perform, for 
the good of the whole Confederacy, certain duties, 
and to exercise certain powers, well defined and 
expressly delegated by the letter of the Constitution - 


under which we live. 
This very relation, subsisting between the States 
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and the General Government, stands opposed to 
this project of assumption. Where is to be found 
the constitutional power to provide for the pay- 
ment of the entire, or of any fractional part of the 
State debts? No such power is expressly conferred 
nor will itbe contended that it is an incidental 


| power, necessarily existing for the proper execution 


of the powers expressly delegated to Congress. 
There is no such power on the part of Congress, 


` expressed or implied; and it would be a most vio- 
; lent assumption of power for Congress to provide 
` for the axsumption of the State debts. 


‘Congress shall have power te lay and collect taxes, duties, 
imports, and excises, to pay the debts, and to provide for the 
common defence and general welfare of the United States.” 


It has power to borrow money on the credit of 
the United Sta'es; but this power to borrow money 
is only for the purpose of furnishing the requisite 
means for the common defence and general welfare 
of the Union. It has no power, under these 
clauses, to borrow money to give away in charity. 
It has no power to impose taxes or duties for the 
purpose of collecting revenue for distribution, for 
the exclusive benefit of the States. 

The means of the General Government are its 
revenues, derived from imports, and from the sales 


| of the public lands. These means can only be ap- 


plied, constitutionally, for objects connected with 
the common defence or general welfare of the 
country. 

If Cangress has the power to assume the State 
debis, it may tax the people for any purpose. It 
may dispense charities, endow colleges, establish 
highways, and carry forward all projects for inter- 
nal improvements. 

If Congress, under the power to borrow money, 


State debts, it can not only, with its taxing power, 
destroy the independence, but the resources of the 
States themselves. If Congress, under the taxing 
power, can transcend the limits expressly defined 
in the Constitution, itean impose any burden it 
shall please upon any members of the Confederacy, 
having no connection with the common defence, or 
with the general welfare of the United States. 

If Corgress can assume the debt of Illinois, it 
has power to take from the Treasury an equal 
sum and present to New Hampshire. If Congress 
has the power to assume the debt of any one 
State, it possesses the power to interfere with the 
internal police of the States, controlling their whole 
sys'em of State loca! improvements. 

No, Mr. President, there are no such powers de- 
legated to Congress by the Constitution. And there 
are no such implied powers conferred. But if the 
State debts can be assumed by the General Go- 
vernment, how are the means to be provided. As 
I have before stated, the whole revenues of this 
Government are derived from imports and lands. 
Co-gress has the power to impose direct and 
indirect taxes; and I ask how are the means to be 
supplied to meet the unavoidable charges upon 
the Treasury, consequent upon such an a:sump- 
tion. 

Would it be attempted to lay taxes, to impose 
duties, to draw from the pockets of the people, di- 


rectly or indirectly, the entire sum nece:sary to | 


meet the existing liabilities of the debtor, and to 
doe qualljustice to the non-debtor States? No, sir;such 
a proposition would find no favor here. Congress 
must borrow the money—must pledge the faith of 
this Government to foreign capitalists. This Ge- 
vernment must bow down before the moneyed 
power of Europe, and supplicate relief for the 
Sates. This Government wou'd then, indeed, as- 
sume a new attitude. Instead of these United 
States being frece and independent, they would be- 
come the mere vassals of the money power of Eu- 
rope, locking there for favor aad for protection. 
This would then be the abject condition of the 
now free, sovereign, and independent States of 
united America. 

“Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence, the jealousy 
of a free people ought to be awake, since history and expe- 


rience prove that foreign influence 1s one of the most baneful 
foes ofa Republican Government.” 


I'shall now proceed to consider the second pro- - 


position involved in the resolution under conside- 


ration, and this was the main purpose I had in . 
‘view in addressing the Senate. 


Would it be just, expedient, or constitutional, to 
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divide the public domain—the property of the Gene- 
ral Government—among the several S ates, upon 
some fixed ratio? Or would it be just, expedient, 
or consti:utional, to abstract annually from the pub- 
lic Troasury a sum equal to the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands, for the purpose of distri- 
bution among the respective States, upon the same 
ratio? As I havestated, my main object in rising 
to address the Senate at this time, was to consider 
these questions; and I purpoze to go into the his- 
tory of our public lands, to show in what way they 
have been acquired—how much they have cost the 
Federal Government—and what have been the re- 
ceipts into the Treasury from this source of reve- 
nue; and if I am not wholly mistaken in my ex- 
amination—if I have not made most erroneous 
calculations—if I have not entirely been misled by 
results—it would be the most flagrant act of in- 
justice to the Union—the most wunwarrantable 
abuse of power, onthe part of the Federal Govern- 
ment, to dispose of the public lands as contem- 
plated by the second resolution offered by the 
Senator from Keutucky. Before, however, I pro- 
ceed to state my views and calculations upon this 
branch of the subject, I will present to the Se. 
nate the resolutions which were adopted by the 
Legislature of New Hampshre. They exhibit 
the true constitutional doctrine. They furnish a 
valuable commentary upon this da g:rous usurpa- 
tion of power—upon this system of distribution of 
the public moneys: 

Whereas Government was instituted for the common be- 
nefit, protection, and security of the whole community, and not 
for the private interests or emolument of any one man or class 
ef men: And whereas all manner of unnecessary taxation, 
whether it have for its object distribution, the granting of pro- 
tection to certain individuals only, or of certain kinds of manu- 
factures, to the exclusion of all other individuals, manufactures, 
er trades, is highly detrimental to the best interests of the whole 
people: And whereas any system of direct or indirect taxation 
for the purpose of internal improvements, to benefit exclusively 
certain individuals, or sections of country, at the expense of 
other individuals, and other sections, is highly to be deprecated 
on account of its manifest injustice to the great mass of the com- 
munity: And whereas any distribution of the surplus revenue 
ofthe General Governmentto the States, whether that surplus 
is an accidental one or otherwise, is contrary to the true spirit 
and meaning of the Constitution, and if the practice of taxin 
the people unnecessarily for that pur, is adopted, will ten 
towards the creation of a consolidated Government, and to the 
ultimate and complete dependence of the several States upon 
that Government: Therefore 

Resolved by the Senate und House of Representatives in 
General Court convened, That all revenue arising from im- 
portsor direct taxation should not exceed the legitimate wants 
ofthe Government, and that any system tending to increase the 
revenue beyond that point is oppressive and unequal: therefore, 
any compromise made by the Representatives of the people 
tending to increase the same beyond that point, can have no bind- 
ing moral obligation upon their successors, a 

And be it further resolved, That a system ef internal im- 
provements for the purpose of benefiting certain sections of 
the country at the expense of other sections, is not only uncon- 
stitutional, but highly oppressive to the great mass of commu- 
nity, and that such improvements should therefore be left to in- 
dividual enterprise. enh 

And be it further resolved, That any distribution of the sur- 
plus revenues of the General Government would be not onl 
contrary to the spirit of the Constitution, but, if adopted, will 
tend to the establishment of a consolidated Government, de- 
grading to the States, and reducing them to servile dependence 
upon the General Government., 

And be it further resolved, That our Senators in the Cen- 
gress of the United States be instructed, and our Representa- 
lives requested, to use their exertionsto procure such reduction 
of the tariff, having due regard to the general interests of the 
whole community, as to meet the actual wanta of the Govern- 
ment, and snch graduation of the prices, and limitation of the 
sales, uf the public lands, as will best promote the settlement 
and actual occupancy of the same. ‘ 

And that they be further instructed and requested to vote 
against any bill or resolution providing for the distributien to 
the States of any moneys which may hereafter be in the Trea- 
sury of the United States; or for the alteration or change of the 
laws now existing regulating the deposite of public moneys, eo 
as to distribute or relinquish the repayment of the same; and 
that they be further directed to lay this preamble and these re- 
solutions before both Houses of Congress. 


Such are the resolutions which have been sus- 
tained by the friends of the Administration in my 
own State; such are the resolauons which her Le- 
gislature have most triumphantly adopted. They 
are the undisguised sentiments of a hard work- 
ing, industrious community—of men whose brave 
ancest.y bad done much to achieve the indepen- 
dence of their country—men who are ready for any 
sacrifice to preserve unimpaired the great legacy of 
their Revolutionary fathers, who well undersiana 
the value of popular liberty, and who cannot fail to 
realize that the only sure mode of me a itin 
its original purity, is to adhere with ya barf 
city to the well defined powers of the 
vernment. 


These resolutions, in which I most fully con- 
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eur, have an immediate beariug upon the subject 
before us; and coming, as they do, from the Le- 
gislatare of my native State, I feel a pride and a 

leasure in placing them before the Senate. 

Before the Revolution, the right of soil to all the 
unpatented lands within the limits of the thirteen 
colonies, and within the extensive boundaries of the 
United States, as fixed by the treaty of peace of 
1783, was claimed by, and was vested in, the 
Crown of Great Britain. All the pabtic lands now 
claimed by the United States, have been acquired 
either by conquest, or by purchase. Some portion, 
it is admitted, has been acquired by purchase since 
the treaty of peace, from some of the States of the 
Unien, and other portions have been acquired by 
purchase from France and Spain. It was, how- 
ever, the common efforts, the united energies of 
the whole Confederacy—it was their blood and 
their treasure, freely applied ın the prosecution of 
that glorious conflict, which resulted in the esta- 
dlishment of our country’s independence—that di- 
vested from Great Britain her claim to the soil, 
and to the jurisdiction of united America. It was 
the result cf the Revolution which secured to the 
Confederacy her title to a purtion of the pablic do- 
main. This acquisition of country was the reward 
of the combined means of the States. It was the 
fruit of their valor and of the'r virtue. By con- 
quest, then, by the fortane of war, the United 
States acquired the clear and indisputable 
right to that portion of the public domain 
which was unsettled, unpatented, and, in my 
judgment, without the appropriate limits of any 
member of the Confederacy, at the commencement 
ef the Revolution. It was by the success of our 
arms that our title to the ungranted land of the 
‘West was irrevocably established. The domain 
thas acquired, became the property of the whole 
Confederacy, and could only be appropriated for 
the common benefit. I am not disposed to ques- 
tion here the liberality, the patriotism, or the sense 
of justice, which prompted certain members of the 
Confederacy, by their deeds of cession, to transfer 
their claim of title to Jands within their asserted 
boundaries, to the Confederacy. That was done, 
and done under the influence of high public con- 
siderations. They were acts on the part of those 
States, emanating from the love of peace, of har- 
mony, and of union. 

- Nor am I disposed to question that the chartered 
limits of those States embraced not only the ceded 
territory, but immense tracts beyond the esta- 
blished boundaries of the Confederacy, as fixed by 
the treaty of 1783. But my reading hasbeen al- 
together unprofitable, if the history of the times of 
the rise, progress, and close of the Revolution—of 
the causes and of the objects of the war—of the 
admitted rights, and of the pretended claims, ofthe 
respective States which formed the Confederacy, 
does not clearly and distinctly show,that this right 

of soil to the ungranted lands of the West was 
never universally conceded or admitted to be the 
exclasive property of any particular member of 
the Confederacy. But when, by the fortune of 
war, they became lost to the crown of Great Bri- 
tain, they thereby became the rightful property of 
the United States. 

It is true that the articles of confederation were 
reperted to the continental Congress in the early 
part of the Revolution, and that mighty contest 
was carried on, and successfully terminated, by the 
States as a Confederacy;and itis equally true that the 

_ very history of that confederation shows that this re- 
lisquishment of the claim of the States to their 
right of soil, as expressed in their respective deeds 
of cession, was made to give quiet and tranquillity 
to the whole Confederacy, to excite a move united 
zeal, and a more determined purpose to prosecute 
the war to a satisfactory result. For there can be 
no donbt that, if New York had not made its deed 
of cession, and the other States had not signified 
their readiaezs to follow her example, the war 
could not have been brought to such a triumphant 
termination. ` I speak not without authority; the 
history of the times fully justifies my remarks. 
This question of exclusive right (which was a*- 
seried by some of the States) to.the unsettled and 
unpaténed lands of the West, had engaged so much 
of the public attention, 


p 


and other States had so- 


strongly protested against the claims se made, 
that Congress, as early as the 6th of September, 
1780, agreed to the report of its committee, upon 
this subject, and from which I have made the sub- 


joined extract: 3 

“That it appears advisable to press upon those States which 
can remove the embarrassments respecting the Western coun- 
try, a liberal surrender of a portion of their territorial claims, 
since they cannot be preserved entire, without endangering the 
stability of the general Confederacy; to. remind them how in- 
dispensably necessary it isto establish the Federal Union on a 
fixed and permanent basis, and on principles acceptable to all 
its respective members; how essential to public peace and con- 
fidence; to the support of our army; to the vigor of eur coum- 
cils, and success ef Our measures; to Our tranquillity at home; 
to our reputation abroad; to our very existence, as a free, sove- 
reign, and independent people.” 


And on the lth of October, 
solved: 


1780, Congress re- 


“That the unapprepriated lands that may be ceded or re- ` 


linquiehed to the United States by any particular State, pur- 
suant to the recommendation of Congress ofthe 6th d 


ay of 
September last, shall be disposed of for the common benefit of 


the United States. 


latures of the respective States. Let them be candidly re- 
viewed under a sense of the difficulty of combining in one ge- 
neral system the various sentiments and interests of a conti- 
nent divided into so many sovereign and independent commu- 
nities, under a consideration of the absolute necessity of uniting 
all our councils and all our strength to maintain and defend our 
common liberties. i 

This salutary measure can no longer be deferred. It seems 
essential to our very existence as a free people, and without it 
we may soon be constrained to bid adieu to independence, to 
liberty, to safety. 

It is true that, after such an appeal, most of the 
States came forward and signified their assent. 
But not until after the cession from New York; 
not until after the strong indication from Virginia 


that she also would cede to the United States her 


` vacant lards, did Maryland yield her objections. 


Although the pressure of immediate calamities, the dread of 
their continuance from the appearance of disunion, may have 
induced some States to accede to the present Confederation, 
eontrary to their own interests and judgmeats, it requires no 


.: great share of foresight to predict that when those causes cease 


:. to operate, the States which have thus acceded to the Confede- 
` ration, will consider it as no longer binding, and will eagerly 


If, then, the united means of the Confederacy ` 


acquired this portion of the public domaia; if our 


right of soil was obtained by conquest, the property . 
thus acquired enured to the common benefit of the | 


United States; if the right were obtained by pur- 
chase, then, ın conformity to the above resolution, 
the property thus acquired becomes the sole and 
exclusive property of the whole Confederacy, and 
can only be disposed for her common benefit. 

I have remarked that the very histery of the 
Confederation will show that this claim, made by 
some of the States to the ungranted lands, was not 
universally admitted. ‘Those articles of perpetual 


nnion were reported to the continental Congress as 


early as November, 1777; and it was well known 
that the States of New York, Virginia, Connecii- 
cut, Massachusetts, and others, claimed as com- 
ing within their chartered limits the immense and 
unpeopled region of the West. These claims were 
not acknowledged; and hence we find that, as early 
as June, 1778, Massachusetts proposed an amend- 
ment to the ninth article of confederation by add- 
ing to the paragraph, “That no State shall be de- 
prived of territory for the benefit of the United 
States” the following provision: 

‘That all lands. within those States, the property of which 
beers the present war, was vested in the crown of Great. Bri- 
the said crown, shall be deemed, taken, and considered as the 
property of these United States, and be disposed of, and appro. 
priatedby, Congress for the benefit of the whole Confederacy.” 

The sentiments also of New Jersey, at that pe- 
riod of our history, are worthy of being rapeated, 
and show what was the prevailing feeling of the 
country. 


“The boundaries and limite of each State ought to be fuly 
and finally fixed and made known. This, we apprehend, would 
be attended with very salutary effects by preventing jealousies 
as well as controversies, and promoting harmony .and cont- 
dence among the States. If the circumstance of the times 
would not admit of this previous to the propesal of the Confe- 


plesfupon which the deter mination might be cenducted, at a time 
more convenient and favorable for despatching the same at an 
early period, would be satisfactory. “We are constrained to ob- 
serve that the present war, as we always apprehended, was un- 
dertaken for the general defence and interest of the confederat- 
ing colonies. It was ever the confident expectation of this 
State, that the benefits derived from a successful] contest were to 
be general and proportionate, and that the property ofthe com- 
mon enem falling in consequence of a prosperous issue of the 
war, would belong to the United States and would be appre- 
priated to their uze. We are, therefore, greatly disappointed 
in finding no provision made in the Confederation for empower- 
ing Congress to dispose of such property butespecially the va- 
cant and’ unpatented lands,commonly ca 
defraying the expenses of the war and for such other public and 
genera! purposes; reason and justice must decide that the pro- 
perty which existed in the crown of Great Britaia previous to the 
present Revolutien,ought now to belong to Congress, in trust for 
theawe and benefit of the United States. They have fought and 
bled for it, in proportion to their respective abilities, and there- 
fore the reward ought not to be Predilectionally distributed. 
Shall such States as are shut out, by situation, from availing 
themselves of the least advantage from this question, be left to 
sink under an enormous debt, while others are enabled, in a 
short period, to replace all their expenditures from the hard 
earnings ef the whole Confederacy?” — a 
Such was the state of public opinion upon this 

matter ; such were the feelings which pervaded the 
country, that it required the most unceasing efforts 
on the part of the continental Congress to induce the 
States to agree to the articles of confederation. 
Nothing but a sense of common danger, growing 
out of any disunion; nothing but the cause of the 
whole country; nothing but the strong reasons 
urged in the circular from Congress to the States, 
induced ther assent to the confederation. 

_ Permit us (says Congress) earnestly to recommend these ar- 
ticles to the immediate and dispassionate attention of the Legis- 


or out of whichfrevenues from quit rents arise, payable to _ 


deration to the several Btates, the establishment of the princi- . 


ed the crown lands, for: 


embrace the first occasion of usserting their just rights, and 
securing their indepencence. We are convinced that policy 
and justice require that a country unsettled at the com- 
mencement of the war, claimed by the British crown, and 
ceded to it by the treaty of Paris, if wrested {rom the common 
enemy by the blood and treasure o1 the thirteen States, should 
be considered as common property. 

These were the prevailing sentiments of the 
country, and it was the force of public opinion that 
produced such salutary effects; for we find that, in 
1780, the State of New York, by her legislation, 
declared that, “it having been conceived that a 
portion of the waste and uncultivated territory 
within the limits or claims of certain States, ought 
to be appropriated as a common fund for the ex- 
penses of the war,” goes on further to assert that 
the territory which may be ceded as relinquished, 
shall be and enure for the use and benefit of such 
of the United States as shall become members of 
the Federal alliance, and for no other use or pur- 
pose whatever. - At this time, it should be remem- 
bered that all the States had not joined the Federal 
alliance—had not assented to the articles of confe- 
deration—and the cession of New York then was 
intended to provide merely acommonn fund to 
meet the expenses of the war which might be in- 
curred by those States, and those States only, which 
should become members of the Federal alliance 
—the very use which must have been made of them - 
if there had been no conflict of title. And Massa- 
chusetts, also, by her deed of cession, did dstign, 
transfer, and convey (the territory described}: to 
the United States of America, for their benefit. And, 
in a report made to Congress, January 30, 1783, 
it is stated that, “among: the steps taken by Con- 
gress to secure the debts incurred fer the common de- — 
fence, they must not omit to mention the recéine 
mendation of September 6, 1780, for a cession of © 
a part of the western territory, claimed by’ particu» 
lar States;”. and adds, that. in conséquence thereof, 
New York has made a ‘cessicn, accepted by ‘Con- 
gress. Virginia and Conneetient have also made 
cessions.: And for what purpose were these ces- 
sions made? J answer, to secure the debts: in- 
curred for the common defence. The terms of: the 
cessions are somewhat particular, and somewhat 
variant, but they all purport to be cessions to the 
United States, and for their common. deneftt, 
and that benefit was to be enjoyed according to 
their usual proportion, in the general. charge and 
expenditure, which would have been the degree of 
benefit enjoyed by the several States, if there had 
been no counter claim to, or any conveyance of, 
the territory, to the United States. That proportion 
of charge upon the States was distinctly defined in 
the eighth article of the confederation: 

SAN charges i i 
E for-tha e a rari aa ee SI 
lowed by the United States, in Congress assembled, shall bede- 
frayed out of a common Treasury, which shall. be supplied by 
the several States, in proportion tothe value ef alt lasd withia 
each State, granted to, or surveyed for, any person, as such 
land, and the buildings and improvements thereon, shall be 
estimated according to such mode as the United States, in Cop: 
gress assembled, shall from time to time direct and appoint.” . -- 

This was the benefit which the several and re- 
spective memters of the Confederacy would de- 
rive from tbe acquisition of this portion of the 
public domain, whether acquired by conquest or 
by purchase. No maiter, then, whether the title 
was acquired by conquest or by grant, the result is 
the same. The effect'is the same,.if by conquest the, 
lands enure for the sole benefit of the whole Confede- 

i s i als... vs a tell 9: 


i 


Feb, 1840. 


“Q6ru ConG.......1sT SESS- - 


4f- by purchase or by grants from individual 
Suis, not Ely the resolutions of Congress, but 
the terms of the cessions themselves, show with 
equal certainty that the territory thus acquired 
was for the common benefit of the whole, and to 
stand particularly pledged to pay the debts and 
charges of the Revolution. 

The lands then acquired, either by conquest or 
cession, were, according: to the history ef the times, 
distinetly set apart to meet the expenses of the 
war-—to furnish the means for the extinguishment 
of the public debt of the Revolution; and, under the 
articles of confederation, it would not be con- 
tended that Congress possessed the power to make 
any other disposition of the public lands, except 
for public purposes, and for liquidating the charges 
incurred in the common defence. The following 
were the sentiments once expressed in this Senate 
by.a member then at the head of the Committee on 
the Public Lands: 

“Jt is admitted om all hands that, under the articles of confe- 
deration, Gongrem had no power te distribute the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands among the several States, for local 
or internal purposees—to make grants to the new States, when- 
soover they might be introduced into the Union, or to make de- 
nations to individuals or to bodies corporate: nor, indeed, could 
any power be exercised, distinct from such as were centained in 
the of cession.” 

- And if Congress had then such limited powers, 
it will hardly be contended that, under the confede- 
ration, it had the power to abstract any portion of 
the public revenues for the purpose of paying the 
debts of the several States. 

The public lands within the Jimits of the Confe- 
deracy at the treaty-of peace, stood pledged for the 
redemption of the public debt—the costs and charges 
necessarily incurred in their acquisition. 

Under the Confederation, then, Congress had no 
power to: d:spose of the public lands, except for 
the benefit of the whole. And what additional pow- 
ers Congress now possess over this subject must 
have been conferred by the Constitution itself. And 
what are they? By the 3d section of the 4th arti- 
cle of the Constitution, it is provided “that Con- 
gress shall have power to dispose of, and to make 
all needful rules and. regulations respecting the 
territory. or other property of the United States;” 
And. what is the plain meaning of that clause? 
That Congress shall have power to fix the price of the 
public lands, to prescribe the necessary rules for their 
disposal, and to sell and to convey the public do- 
main, at such prices, and under such regulations, as 
shall have been prescribed, for the general welfare. 
Ithad no more power under the clause cited, to dis- 
pose of the public lands for any particular purpose, 
than it has to dispose of the other public property. 
The exercise of this power must be, according to 
the nature and fitness of things, necessarily limited 
tothe fartherance of the public welfare.. The lands 
and the other property belong to all the States, and 
they cannot, consistent with the true meaning of the 
Constitution, be disposed of, for the exclusive 
benefit’ of any one member of the Confederacy. 
They cannot be grauted to a foreign power to the 
prejadice of oar common country. Under this 
clause of the Constitution, Congress possesses no 
more power, in my judgment, to dispose of the psb- 
lic lands for local or sectional objects, than 1t had 
under the artic'es of confederation. These lands 
were acquired either by conquest or by purchase, 
and a¢qtired for the common benefit. They could 
then, and they can now, be conveyed for the gene- 
ralgood. Icontend, then, Mr. President, that there 
is no exptess provision of the Constitution, giving 
to:Congress the power to sell and convey the pub- 
lic lands to the States for any local purposes. No 
-such power is expressed, or can be implied; and 
equally clear is it to my mind, that Congress has 
not the authority, under the Constitution, to distri- 
bute that portion of the revenue arising from the 
sales’ of the public lands, among the States, to re- 
lieve them from their indebtedness, or to aid them 
in the prosécation of their works of internal im- 
provement. No such power is expressed, and no 
sich power can be implied. But, for argument, 
Jet us admit that Congre:s posses-es ‘he constitu- 
i nd power to do all this. Would it be just? Woutd 
nor sach‘ à distribution be in total disregard of the 
terms of the cession? And would it not be wholly 
repugnant to the objects of the Government, in ac- 
guiting the title and control of the ‘public, un- 
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granted, and unsettled lands of the West? They 
were set apart to pay the debt of the Revolution. 
And has it been done by means derived from the 
lands? Hasthat been done? I admit that the debt has 
been extinguisbed. But how stands the account 
between the public lands and the public Treasury? 
Has the Government been supplied with the means 
for the extinguishment of the Revolutionary debt, 
from that source of revenue? No. The publie 
lands have been, and still are, a charge upon the 


public Treasury. They have not contributed the | 


first dollar towards the payment of the expenses of ` 


the Revolution. I remarked that that debt had been 


paid. Not precissly so: there still remainsa portion of - 
the debt of the Revolution unsatisfied. There still — 


exists an annual charge upon the Treasury to meet 


the claims of that small remnant of patriots, whose - 


services and sacrifices in the great cause of their 
country, have been in some degree requited by 
their descendants. The Revolutionary pensioners 
draw from the Treasury, year following year, a 
little less than four millions of dollars. Is not this 
adebt of the Revolution? And is it not most em- 
shatically one of those debts for the redemption of 
which the public lands were pledged? If this 
be true,then, I add, that the revenue arising from the 
sale of the public lands should be sacredly reserved 
for the perfect discharge of this remaining debt of 
the Revolution. 

The pensions now amount to nearly four mil- 
lions of dollars annually, and the yearly avails of 
the land:, according to public estimates, amount 
also to about the same sum. Let, then, the re- 
ceipts balance this expenditare. This would be 
right and: consistent with the grants made by 
Sates to the Confederacy; and upon the principle 
of common justice, I would oppose the distribution, 
among the States, of this portion of the public re- 
venue, while this charge upon the public Treasury 
exists. But, Mr. President, I am not driven to 
any such extremity. I will proceed to show, 
according to the means within my pewer, what has 
been the cost of the public lands from the foun- 


dation of the Government to the present time; , 


what have been the receipts into the Treasury from 
the sales of the publie domain. 
count current between the lands and the Treasury, 
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I will state the ac- ` 


and J shall then appeal to the justice of the Senate ? 


to decide upon the questions presented. In in puar- 
suance of the following resolution: 


That the Secretary of the Treasury prepare and report to this 


Boure; as soù as conveniently may be done, statements 
showing— 

Tlie entire cost tothe Government of all the public lands to 
which the Indian title has been extinguished, and of the care and 
saleof the same, as near as the same can be ascertained 
and estimated, including the pay and compensation and 
expenses to the Government of afl persons employed; the 
amount paid, and obligated to be paid, for the extinguishment 
of Indian titles, accounting annuities at such sume as, invested 
at five per cent. would produce them,and excluding the pur- 
chase money for cessions from foreign Governments; and the 
expenses of Indian wars; and the like amount, including the 
purchase money paid for the acquisition of lands aad territories 
from foreign Governments. 


The Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
on the 7th February, 1839, communicated to the 
House of Representatives the following: 


Statement of the cost in the acquisition and management of ` 


the public lands, and of the receipts arising from the sale 
thereof, to the 30th September, 1838. f 

The whole expenditure under the head of Indian department, 
from the commencement of the Government to the 30:h of 
September, 1838, as far as can be ascertained from the records 


of this office, amounts to Sa - - $32,047,598 50 
By the convention of France of the 3d April, 1803, 
the United States paid for Louisiana, in stock 
and money - - + $15,000,000 00 
Interest on the stock, up to the 
time it became redeemable - 8,529,353 43 
; : 23,529,353 43 
By the treaty with Spain of the 
22q February, 1819, there was 
paid for the Fioridas the sum 
of . Š - + $5,000,000 00 
Interest on the stock constituted 
per act of the 24th May, 1824, to 
provide for the awards of the 
conimissioners under the said 
treaty, up to the time it was 
paid off - - - $1,489,768 66 
A 6,489,768 66 
The payments to the State of Georgia on ac- 
count of lands relinquished to the United 
States, including the value of arms furnished 
that State, amounted to , ~- = - 1,250,000 00 
Amount of Mississippi stock issued under tke act 
of the 3d March, 1815, and redeemed at the 
Treasury, exclusive of the amount received in 
ayment for lands 1,832,375 70 


There has been paid for salaries and contingent 
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expenses of the General Land Office - - 1,126,609 83 
For salaries and incidental ex- 

penses of the several land off- 

ces, out of the proceeds of sales, 

while in the hands of the re- 

ceivers - - - $3,227,939 13 
For the salaries of registers and 

receivers, by warrants on the 

Treasurer ef the Unted States - 92,903 39 

x 3,320,842 52 

For the salaries of surveyors general and their - 

clerks, and ofthe commissioners for settling 

land claims, &c. - - : - 1,032,666 80 
And for the survey of public lands - 3,106,831 94 
Cost including foreign cessions and expenses of 

Indians : : - - - $73,736,047 38 
The cost in the acquisition and management 

of the public lands, exclusive of the sums paid 

for cessions from foreign Governments, and 

expenses of Indian wars, for which tspecific 

appropriations were made, amountsto - $28,484,056 65 


Making the sum of $102,220,104 03, as consti- 
tuting the aggregate of charge upon the Treasury, 
by the purchase and management of the public 
lands, up to the 30th of September, 1838. This is 
not all, It appears from a communication, which 
1 have obtained from the Indian Department, that 
the Government has paid, and is liable to pay for 
the extinguishment of the Indian title, to February 
7, 1839, the sum of $84,549,254 81 
And since that period, a treaty has 

been made with the Miamis, for 

their title to lands in Indiana, by 

which the Government obligated 

itself.to pay 
And since that period, also, the 

Government has made treaties 
with the Iowas, Creeks, Osages, 

Stockbridges, and- Munsees, not 

exclusively for the acquisition of 

territory, I admit, but cf such a 
character as to warrant me in 
charging to the publio lands the 
amount which the Government, 
by those treaties, is bound to 
pay, viz: - 


335,680 00 


1,089,118 03 


These several items of charge for 
the extinguishment of the Indian 
title, amount to - - $85,974,052 84 
In the foregoing exhibit, it has been my pur- 
pose to present an accurate statement of the costs 


of the public land, up to given periods; and I` 


subjoin the communication I have received from 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, which gives 


| the particulars, going to make up the aggregate of 


$84,549,254 81 paid, and to be paid out, ‘for the: 


extinguishment of Indian title to thé pubtic landse 


Statement showing the quantity of lands ceded by the Indi 
tribes to the United States, an Bae æ 
ba paid to them therefor, since the year 1794. 


Date of Tribes by whom ceded, o0. of acres, Am’t paid. 

e . 

1795 Wyandota, &c. ll 

1801 Choctaws, etre eao 
1802 Do. 853,760 2,000 
1803 Delawares, &c. 2,088,400 4,000 
1803 Kaskaskias, 8,911,850 12,000 
1804 Delawares and Piankeshaws, 2,038,400 4 €00 
1804 Sacs and Foxes, i 9,808,520 ° ARZA 
1805 Wyandots, &c. 1,030,400 26,500 
1305 Delawares, &c. 1,572,480 000 
1805. Choctaws, 4,142,720 1080 0 
1805 Piankeshaws, 2 076,160 - 4,100 
1905 Chickasawa, 345,600. 22000 
1986 Cherokees, 1,209,600 44,000 . 
1807 Chippewas, 7,862,400 100,400 
1808 Great and Little Osages, 269,444 60,000 
1809 Delawares, &c. 3,257,600 18000 
1809 Kickapoos, 138,240 2.700 
1814 Creeks, 14,284.800 120,000 
1816 Ottawas, Chip’s, and Pot’s 1,418,880 12.000 ` 
1816 Cherokees, 1,3¥5,200 65,000 
1817 Wyandow, 4,807,680 661,830 
1818 Pottawatomies, 1,169.760 £9,600 ` 
1818 Miamies, 5,967,520 386,600 
1818 Peorias, 6,865,280 6,460 
1818 Weas, not known. 2,000. © 
1818 Quapaws, 50,690,560 24,000 
1818 Great and Little Osages, 7,392,008 - 4,000 — 
1819 Cherokees, 566,400 4,000 | 
1819 Chippewas, 4,321,280 54,000 
1819 Kickapoos, 3,173,120 13,000 
iy pn tee 10, a 

ttawas and Chi Martin’s } 
18) Woas ippewas, Pan veservats 5,000 
1820 Choctaws, 4,500,000 lands in Ark 
1821 Ottawas and Chippewas, 6,500,000  1E0,009 
i Florida Indiane unken ; rr 
‘oxes, and Ioways, On, 
T ame) E E 
reat and Little o8, : 437, 

1825 Kanzas, x ; ERTS a“ 


the amount plipulated ta` 


p 
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195 Shawneess, 400100 2,044,000 
1826 Creeks, 7 4,132,480 5,938,000 
1827. Pottawatomios, 737,280 202,320 
1827 Miamies, 600,500 331,427 
1823 Creeks, 3 1,221,!20 42,491 
1828 Eel River Miamics, 64,000 21,250 
1829 Pottawatomies, 940.720 189,795 
ISW Winnebagoes, 2,530,000 749,300 
1830 Chippewas, Ortoes, Pot’s, 4,160,000 390,601 
180 Delawares, 5,760 3,000 
1831 Sacs, Foxes, Sioux, &c. 16,256,000 317,732 
1831 Choctaws, 7,796,000 22,928,529 
ime Crests, BIRO 15,3000 
p 5,809, 
1832 Senecas and Shawnees, 39,630 111,600 
1&2 ~Shawnees, ` 92,800 162,500 
182 Ottawas, 49,917 47,500 
1832 Wyandots, 16,000 24,400 
1832 Menomonees, 3,000,000 285,687 
1%33 Pottawatomies of the Prairie, 1,536,000 460,346 
1833 Pottawatomies of the Wabash, 626 560 658,412 
1833 Pottawatomies of Indiana, 737,000 406,121 
1833. Shawneesand Delawares, 199,680 50.950 
133 Kaskaskias and Peorias, 1,920 155,780 
1833 Kiekapoos, 2018,000 1,132,100 
1833 Appalachicolas, 6,120 13 01 
1833 Piankeshaws and Weas, 160,000 214, 62 
183 Winne' 2,316,000 2,945,482 
1833 Sacs and Foxes, 5,760,009 736,924 
1833 Chickasaws, 6,422,400 3,046,000 
1833 Ottawas, 32, 32,640 
1834 Semineles, 4,032,640 500 
1834 Quapaw 96,000 254,076 
LH Otons and Missourias, unkrown 40,150 
143k Pawnees, do. 112,220 
1835° Chipp’s, Ottoes, Pote, 5,104,960 7,624,289 
1-35 Pottawatomies, 1,280 1,600 . 
1835 Do. 2.560 2,560 
1835 Do. 1,280 800 
1835 Do. 3,840 2,400 
1836 Caddoes, 1,000,009 86,800 
1836 Cherokees, 7,882,240 5,677,212 
1936 Chippewas of Swan creek, 8,320 * 
1836 Wyandots, 39,200 k 
1836 Pottawatomies, 6,400 6,559 
1836 Do. 1,920 2,079 
1836 Do. 23,040 23,010 
1836 Ottowas and Chippewas, 13,734,000 2,309,451 
1836 Pottawatemies, 2,560 2,719 
1836 Bo. 2.560 2719 
1837 Do. 14,080 14,080 
1537 Menomonees, 4,164,320 620,110 
1837 Pottawatomies, 6,400 8,000 
1837 Do. 2.560 3,200 
1837 Do. 26,880 33,600 
1937 Sacs and Foxes, 256,000 195,993 
1837 Miamies, 208,000 000 
1838 Chippewas, 7,000,000 870,000 
1838 Sioux, 5,000,000 1,00 1,000 
1838 Sacs and Foxes, 1.250,000 000 
1838 Winnebdagoes, 5,000,000  1,500,C00 
2,442,699,366 $84,549,254 
*Nett proceeds of sales not known. , 


This is not all: 

To this sam of $85,974,052 84, I add, accord- 
ing toa statement which I have received from the 
General Land Office, showing the amount of the 
two and three per cent. funds reserved out of the 
sales of the public lands, for the use of the new 


States, according to their charters, a further sam , 


of $4,410,479 22. 

. This last statement is represented to be a correct 
account of the sums accruing to the several States, 
from the earliest period to the 30thif Sept. 1839. 


If, then, I am correct, the charge upon the pub- , 


lie Treasury for the purchase,of the public lands, and 

for their management under the operations of the 

land system, may be stated as follows: 

The costs in the acquisition and 
management of the public 
lands to the 30th September, 
1838 - - - 

For the extinguishment of the 
Indian title - - - 85,974,052 84 

For the fund reserved out of the 
proceeds of the sales for the 
use of the new States, &c. Y- 


$102,220,104 03 


4,410,479 22 


Making inall - - - $192,604,636 09 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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charges upon the Treasary, occasioned by the pur- 
chase of these Indian titles. 

I am not disposed to make any wrong impres- 
sions upon this subject; but when a distribution of 
the revenue arising from the sales of the public 
lands is contemplated, it strikes me that the Ame- 
rican people ought to know how stands the ac- 
count between the public lands and the public 
Treasury. They ovght to have presented before 
them the balance sheet. They ought to know 
whether we have not already made very liberal ad- 
vances from the public Treasury on account of the 
public lands, and whether millions upon millions 
have not been drawn fiom the pockets of the pee- 
ple to carry on our land operations. If so, it 
wou'd be monstrous to abstract from the Treasury 


the proceeds of the land sales, for distribution | 


among the States—to keep up unnecessary in- 
direct taxation—to impose and continue un- 
necessary burdens upon the people. And for what? 
To supply the Treasury with the means of paying 
Indian annvities. And whenever an Indian tract 
of land shall have been sold, instead of putting the 
money into the Treasury for public use, it is pro- 
posed to scatter and distribute the avails to the four 
winds of Heaven. This is the object contempla- 
ted. Is it wise—can it be just—to make such a 
disposition of the public revenues? I answer, no. 
The people wild answer, no. It is our bounden duty 
to husband all our resources—to have this Govern- 
ment administered with economy—to avoid all un- 
necessary taxation, no matter what may be ils 
form—take from the people all that shall be 
wanted for a faithful, just, and responsi- 
ble discharge of our trusts, and take no more. 
Then will the people repose confidence in their 
rulers—then willthey cling with steadfast hope 
to the Government of their choice. 

I ought not, however, to argue the effect of this 
distribution, until I shall have made a full state- 
ment of both sides of the account. Ihave endea- 
vored to state the costs of the public lands; but it 
has necessarily fallen far short of the reality. 
Not an Indian treaty is made without its contain- 
ing specific obligations on the part of the Go- 


| yernment for the erection of mills, mechanic shops, 


the supply of provisions and of artificers. These 
items of charge are necessarily excluded, and the 
expenses incurred in carrying on negolia'ions with 
the Indian communities have not been, and could 
not be, taken into the account. He, who is con- 
versant with the history of our public expenditures, 
will know that these items have imposed a severe 
charge upon the Treasury. Bat I trust that I shall 
have shown enough to satisfy every man in the 
community bow stands this account between the 
lands and the Treasury, and I will now proceed to 
state what have been, from the commencement of 
our land system, the receipts ito the Treasury from 
the sales of the public lands. 

The following resolution passed the House of 


| Representatives on the 11th of January, 1838: 


Iv is true that this entire sum has not yet been | 


drawn from from the Treasury; but portions of it 
are hereafter to be disbursed in accordance with 
Indian treaties. It nevertheless is a subsisting 
charge upon the Treasury; and unless it shall be 
shown that the receipts have been equal to that 
amount, the injustice of diverting that source of 
revenue, the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, to other purposes, would manifesily appear. 
It will be observed that I have not included any 
portion of the costs and expenses of the Indian wars, 
which have growa out of negotiations fur the ex- 
tinguishmeat of Indian titles; but nothing could be 
more just, in my judgment, than to charge the pub- 
lie lands with the cost of the Indian wars, since the 
Ast of January, 1836, as they were unavoidable 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to this House— 

The whole amount of public lands belonging to the United 
States, sold since they were ceded to tue United States; distin- 
guishing the amount of sales in each year, exhibiting the nett 
preceeds, and distinguishing between those which have been 
sold within the limits of the different States and Territories. 

In answer to this resolution, the Secretary of the 
Treasury communicated to the House of Reresen. 
talives a report from the Commissioner of the Ge- 
neral Land Office, containing the information called 
for. From that report it appears that frm 1796 
to the 30th September, 1837, the quantity of land 
sold was 75,025,055 50 acres, and that the actu- 
al amount paid by the purchasers was $106,245,656 
88, and that during that period there was received 
into the Treasury for the land thus sold $94,637,946 
81. This statement exhibits the amount of all 
the public land sold from the commencement of 
the sales in 1796 to the terminaticn of the credit 
system, 30th June, 1820, and also including the 
amount received under the cash system from 1st 
July, 1820, to 30th September, 1837, which makes 
the aggregate of sales and receipts as above stated. 
The following table exhibi's the same general re- 
sulis; but contains a particular exhibit of the lands 
sold in each of the States and Territories within the 
same periods of time, and the amount paid by the 
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purchasers, and the aciual sum paid into the Trea- 
sury; and it is thus made manifest, that from the 
earliest periods of the sales to the 30th September, 
1837, the whole amount actually paid into the Trea- 
sury in cash, and in evidences of public debt, as the 
avai's of the sales of the public lands, amount to 
$98,376,532 38. 

Exhibit of the quantity of public land sold, the amount paid 
dad purchasers thereof, and the amount puid into the 
Treasury on account of the sales of public land, in each of 
the States and Territories, from the earliest period of the 


sales to the 30th of September, 1837. 


States and Quantity ofpub- Amount paid Amount paid 


Territories. lic land sold. by purcha- into the Trea. 
Acres, Eers. sury. 

Ohio, 12,373,247.53 $21,277,692 95 $19,013,563 72 
Indiana, 13,754,370. 12 17,569,450 39 15,666,390 01 
Illinois, 9,273,256. 99 11,610,924 72 10,549,726 87 
Missouri, 5,531,954.81 7,435.881 96 6,622,740 38 
Alabama, 10,088, 687.85 16,466 849 08 13,480,823 61 
Mississippi, 9235.45.26 12,538,606 13 11,577,422 46 
Louisiana, 2,010,126.45 2,714,805 78 2.495,896 30 
Michigan, 8 894,224.68 11,186,537 41 10.774,034 90 
Arkansas, 2, 127,695.53 2,686,775 86 2 341,585 07 
Florida, 683,324.39 895.236 36 741.613 38 
Wisconsin, 1,051,92t.94 1,363,796 24 1,232,747 11 
75,025,055.50 $106,245,656 68 $94,496,543 81 

Received by the Treasurer of the United States 
in 1836, 235,200 00 
in 1837, 6,200 00 
$94,737,943 81 


In addition to the amount paid into the Treasury, there has 
been received by Government, in payment of the public lande, 
as follows, to wit: 

Certificates of public debt and army land war- 


rants - $984,189 91 
Misesissippi stock - - 2,438,789 44 
United States stock : : - 257,660 73 
Forfeited land stock - : - ” 667,746 60 
Military land scrip - - - « 1,678,992 33 

$6,037,378 01 


It will be seen that I have not included in the 
estimate of receipts the sum of $2,448,789 44, the 
amount of the Mississippi stock received by the 
Government for the public Jands—as I have not 
charged the public lands witha like amount of 
Mississippi stock issued in payment for lands pur- 
chased by the United States of the State of Georgia. 

To this aggregate of receipts into the Treasury 
from the sales of the public lands, should be added 
what has been realized since the 30th of Septem- 
ber, 1837; and from the document{now upon our 
tables, this may be put down at $10,214,154, mak- 
ing the amount received into the Treasury from 
the avails of the sales of the public lands, up to 
3lst December, 1839, including the evidences of 
public debt taken in payment, the sum of $10°,590,- 
686 38. This sum, then, of over one hundred and 
eighty million of dollars, constitutes the aggregate 
which the Government has received, either in cash 
or in the extinguishment of its outstanding liabili- 
lies, from the sa'es of the public domain up to the 
elose of the year 1839. 


The whole costs of the public lands, including 
existing liabilities of the Government, on account ~ 
of Indian treaties, if any reliance can be placed . 
upon the official communications made from the . 
public departments of our Government, may te. 
put down at - - -  $192,604,636 09 
And tne whole receipts into the Trea- 

sury, from the sales, amount only - 

to - > . - 108,590,686 38 
Leaving a balance against the public 

lands of - . - $54,613,949 71 

It will be at once seen that I have not credited 
the public lands with the special grants which have, 
from time to time, been made to States, to corpora- 
tio: s, and to individuals, for various objects. Nor 
have I credited the public lands with the grants 
made as donations to the cfficers and soldiers of the - 
Revolution, or t» the soldiers of the last war, for 
the reason that the Treasury has not been erm 
riched a dollar by these donations and grants. 
And it will be seen that I have not, in the estimate 
of costs, included any thing for the expenses of 
oe department, since the 30th September, -. 
1838. 

But my purpcse has been attained. My ob- 
ject has been to go so far into this examination, as i 
to ascertain, witn sufficient certainty, the state of . 
the account between the lands and the Treasury. 
could not regard the proposition submitted by the 
Senator from Kentucky with any favor, inde- 
pendent of all constitutional scruples, if it 
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should appear that the Treasury has been 
taxed, rather than enriched, by the public lands. 

If there is. any truth in figures, the ‘Treasury has 
been, and is liable to be, taxed over eighty millions 
of dollars for the costs and management of the 
public domain, beyond the receipts from that source 
of the public revenue. No matter whether the 
balance against the lands be eighty, or less than 
eighty millions. The fact is undeniable, that mil- 


lions and tens of millions have been disbursed at © 
the Treasury, on account of the public lands, be- || 


yond the receipts from the proceeds of their sales; 
and what is proposed to be done? Collect from 
the lands enough to discharge this balance at the 
Treasury? No, sir; with this amount charged 
upon the lands, it is now proposed to take away 
that source of revenue; to deprive the Treasury 
of the benefit of the usual receipts from the sales 

' of the land; and to distribute those receipts peri- 
odically among the States for local objects, or to 
relieve them from their indebtedness. 


I presume it to be the purpose of the Senator 
from Kentucky, should his last resolution be 
adopted, to follow it up with a bill having are- 
trospective operation, and thus tocarry into effect, 
tosome extent, the provisions of the land bill, 
which has, at former sessions, been before the 
Senate. Ia pursuance of the deposite act of 1836, 
the whole receipts into the Treasury, from the 
lands for that year, and nearly all for the year pre- 
ceding, were placed with the States; andjl,trust that 
the Senator’s bill will commence with the close of 
1836, and will take from the Treasury the receipts 
from the lands of 1837, 1838, and 1839, making 
an aggregate of over fifteen million of dollars. 
This sam would thus be drawn from the Trea- 
sury by;,the retrospective operation of the project, 
andits prospective operation would continue so 
long as the Government itself should continue. 


That portion of the public lands purchased from 
France, Spain, and the State of Georgia, amount- 
ing to more than twenty millions of dollars, has 
been paid for from the public Treasury. The means 
have been drawn from the people; the products of 
their labor have been taxed to meet the exactions 
of their Government for those objects, and every 
man in the community who has consumed a single 
article, payiog duty, has been obliged to contribate 
to the wants of the Treasury. The people believed 
that all the disbursements required in the acquisi- 
tion and management of the public domain would, 
in due time, be repaid to the Treasury by receipts 
from that source of the public revenue. 


The man in the remotest corner of New Hamp- 
shire—he who lives in the fastnesses of her moun- 
tains, has contributed towards the purchase of the 
public lands. And would that man be benefited by a 
distribution to his State of her ratable proportion of 
the fifteen millions of dollars? No, sir. i The three 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars to which New 
. Hampshire would be entitled upon the principle of 

division adopted by the act of 1836,would not yield 
to him any pecuniary advantage, and could not be 
appropriated so as to afford an equal and just be- 
nefit to all. If the States expend the money upon 
local objects—if they expend it in the payment 
of debts contracted for local objects—the effect 
would be the same. But a limited portion of the 
community would or could derive any practical 
benefits from such a distribution. The yeomanry 
of ‘the country; the great body of the tax payers, 
who live remote from railroads and canals, would 
find no relief from.their taxation from any 
such distribution of the public revenues. So far 
from it, they would be forced to bear their 
present burdens, to enrich the capitalists of their 
own States, There.can be no distribution. to the 
States of portions of the public revenue, with the 
least semblance of equal justice. Such distribu- 
tions will inevitably tend to increase the burdens 
of the many, for the exclusive benefit of the few. 


Regarding this measure as I do, as at war with 
all the great objects for which this Government 
‘was formed—regarding itas an act of inevitable 
and manifest injustice to the great body of the tax 
payers of the country—I canact give to it my 
support. I should be doing that which my own 
judgment would condemn. I should be inflicting 
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an act cf monstrous injustice upon my Stale, and 
an act of cruel oppression upon her people. 

Mr. President, if the last resolution of the Senator 
from Kentucky shall be adopted—it theie shall be 
a consequent legislation, by Congress, correspond- 
iag with its spirit, then, as I have before said, will 
the independence of the States be prostrated. If, in 
any form, there shall be a distribution of any por- 
tion of the public revenue for the purpose of carry- 
ing on and completing local objects, or for the pur- 
pose of paying State debts, the consequence to the 
States themselves would be fatal to their pride, and 
repugnant to their love of liberty—would paralyze 
thore energies of character, and break down those 
habits of industry, for which the descendants of our 
Revolutionary fathers have been most truly distin- 
guished. As I would reverence the independence 
and sovereignty of the States—as I would sacredly 
protect the righ's and immunities of our State Go- 


.vernments—as I would preserve, unimpaired, the 


moral character, the energy and the industry of the 
American people, I would oppose this scheme and 
project in every possible form. I look upon it as 
tending to excite those passions and prejudices 
among the members of the Confederacy, fatal to 
the harmony, peace, and perpetuity of the Union. 

If the proposition shall be carried out, the time 
cannot be far distant when profusion will take the 
place of economy in all public expenditures; when 
the lofty independence of the people would give 
way to cringing and abject servility; when the no- 

ble spirit of State power and of State sovereignty 
would be degraded and debased by the uncon- 
trolled and omnipotent influence of money. As an 
American, I cannot contempla’e this project in any 
of its tendencies, or in any of its bearings, with 
satisfaction. It would prove most injurious to na- 
tional as well as to individual prosperity and cha- 
racter. 

There can be, Mr. President, no practical benefit 
resulting to any State by the adoption of such a 
project. In the first place, the money cannot be 
spared from the Treasury. The wants of the Go- 
vernment will find use for all its means. The state- 
ments presented te us by the head of the Treasury 
Department, furnish clear and conclusive evidence, 
that if five millions only is withdrawn annually 
from the Treasury for distribution, that being the 
estimated amount of the annual revenue arising 
from the sales of the public lands, the same 
amount must be returnedto the Treasury to meet 
the requirements of the Government. There is no 
ambiguity in the exhibit of the Secretary upon this mal- 
ter. It is clear as light, and perfectly intelligible to every 
man. The Treasury then cannot annually, from the 
means within its control, furnish this sum for distri- 
bution, and be prepared to answer the usual appro- 
priations made by Congress. This fact is undenia- 
ble. There is no surplus money, on hand, all the 
available means are wanted for public use. And 
does it not occur that such a distribution as is con- 
templated ata time like this, would work great 

njustice to the New England States. New Hamp- 
shire, for instance, npon the supposition that fifieen 
millions is to be {distributed among the States 
in proportion to her representation in both Houses 
of Congress, would receive a fraction over 
three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. In 
same way a like sum would have to be returned 
to the Treasury. ‘The only course which could he 
resorted to to supply the deficiency, would be to 
collect the sum thus abstracted, from imports. 

In such an event my own State would be obliged 
to bear an unequal share of the burden, because it 
is known that her consumption of articles paying 
duty would exceed the average consumption of in- 
terior States having an equal representation. 
While, then, she-would receive $350,000 as her 
share of the distribution, she would be obliged. to 
pay back, by indirect taxation, fifty per cent. at 
least, in addition, to sapply the deficiency occasioned 
by the distribution. And here we have a faint ex- 
pose of the inequality and injustice which this mea- 
sure would produce in practice. lt cannot bear 
examination. Its gross and palpable partiality 
in Operation mast strike every man who will at- 
tentively consider it. It is, in my judgment, an 
imposition upon the intelligence of the people; 


while you propose to distribute with one hand to 
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the States, with the other you take, indirectly, from 
the hard earnings of the people, the amount thus ab- 
stracted. It is, in short, but a proposition to col- 
lect a given sum into the Treasury, and to distri- 
bute that sum to the States, and then to turn round 
and draw from the people the same sum into the 
Treasury, subject to all the costs and charges of 
collection. Not only the direct influence which 
this measure would produce upon the character 
of States and communities should prevent its adop- 
tion, but there are considerations of public policy 
policy which should stay the progress of this pro- 
ject. 

The inevitable effect of such a scheme, if car- 
ried into full effect, would be to augment and keep 
up the tariff—an effect which cannot be contem- 
plated but with emotions of intense solicitude for 
the well being of our country. 

A protective tariff seems to be among the here- 
sies of the times. The doctrine does not find uni- 
versal support from that class designed more espe- 
cially to be benefited by such a policy. The ma- 
nufacturer himself is prepared to admit that.] 

“It is because the provisions and all other means 
of living, and the rate of wages, are lower abroad 
than they are in our own country; that foreign 
manufacturesare afforded here cheaper than our 
own.” The legislation of Congress hitherto, with a 
view to the protection of manufactures, has hadjno 
other effect than alternately to stimulate bank ex- 
pansions, extensive foreign importations, and then, 
tor self-preservation, to be followed with such ex- 
tensive bank contractions, as inevitably to lead 
to the embarrassment, if not to the entire prostra- 
tion of our manufacturing establishments. Le- 
gislation for the exelusive benefit of any 
one interest, is at war with the genius of 
our free institutions, and should meet the deter- 
mined epposition of every patriot. Equal liberty, 
equal protection, equal privileges, equal and exact 
justice to all, favoritism to none, are maxims in- 
terwoven in every part of our Constitution. They 
are the pillars on which rests the superstructure of 
our Government. They should be the cherished 
sentiments of every friend of our country. Fur 
the purpose of showing the fluctuations and em- 
barrassments of the manufacturers, which have, 
from time to time, occurred, I have subjoined the 
following table, which has fallen in my way, and 
which marks their rise and fall, their prosperity 
and adversity, and gives a sufficient reason for 
these alternations: ; 

, ion of Banks. Imports. State o nif g. 
Year. Operation of B Rains Si ate f Ma f'e. 


1817 Expansion begun—pa- $99, 
per depreciated. 


1818 Expansion till July, then 122,000,000 First of the year 
‘a contraction, specie 10 good—tlast part 
pes cent. premium, grew dull. 
1819’ Further contraction. 87,000,000 Gen. suspension. 
1820 Continued do. 76,000,000 Much depressed. 
1821 Expansion begun in 63,000,000 Good times. 
epring; speculation ac- 
tive in Oetober. . 
1822 Contractioa from May 83,000,000 Operatives dis- 
through the year. : miser. ; 
183 Banks begin to extend. 72,000,000 Manufact’ing re- 
vives. 
1821 Issues increased, 81,000,000 Good times. 
1825 Paper increases till July 96,000,000 Manufact’s wep. 
—then begins a con- i te 
traction—and banks a 
break. ` 
1826 Contraction continued. 85,000,000 3,000 weavers 
of work in 
ladelphiain 
1827 Money plenty. _ 79,000,000 Good times, 
1828 Money very scarce in 89,000,000 Greatdistress. 
3 May and September. 
1829 Mongy scarce till July— 74,000,000 Great distress till 


then plenty. July. 
1830 Money plenty. 71,000,000 Good times. 

Money plenty till October, 103,000,000 
then contraction. n 


1832 Pressure. 101,000,000 Manf. distréased. - 
N Expansion, new banks. 108,000,000 Good times. $ 
PANIC. 127,000,000 Facteries stopped 
; from fright. 
1835 Expansion. 150,000,000 Good times. 
1836 Vast expansion, and the 190,000,000 Wonderful . geod 
world mad in specula- . times . : 
tion, 5 
1887 Banks suspend, paper 141,000,600 -Manf. prostrate. 
dapreciates, and ex- d ESR a ; 
changes . : pa A = 
1838 Resumpuion in May. abd 114,000,000 Good times. i 
increase of r. ao 4 $ 
1839 Halfthe banka euf 158,000,000 Manf. embarrass- 


ed. 
exchanges. bad. . onthe, : 
i as shown by. this, table, for % 
fame leky He oe ee "ule variation;s bank expanaion one 
year, lne redsed importasions the next, . ; 


-and /presiration of manufacturers the year following. Thus 
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the expansion begun in 1817, and continued until July, 1818, 
was foHowed by an increase of imports from ninety nine to 
IX million dollars, and this was followed by a universal 
overthrow of the manufacturing interest in 1819. | These 
events have succeeded each other in the same order so invaria- 
bly, that we are constrained to consider them as cause and ef- 
fect. Increase of paper money raises prices, that leads toa 
jarge import of foreign goods, to profit by our high prices; this 
overstocks our market, and, aided by the bank contraction, 
which invariably takes place upon a large import, depresses 
the price of our manufactures below the cost of production. 
Hence embatrassments, breaking up of business, and bank- 
ruptey. Z : 

The question involved is not whether we shall 
establish a protective tariff; but whether we shall 
have recourse to a tariff for revenue, and for reve- 
nue alone, and whether that revenue shall Le col- 
lected for distribution, are the questions presented. 
Such a tariff, for such an object, the country 
would never bear: and I greatly mistake the indi- 
cations of the times, if the country wou'd sustain 
any such system of indirect taxation for any 
object. f 

Mr. President, I have said all I wish to offer, 
and will add, in conclusion, that, in my judgment, 
the true policy should be to keep down the tariff— 
to avoid all unnecessary taxation—to apply all our 
means for the legitimate uses of the Federal Go- 
vernment—to grant no exclusive privileges —to sustain 
every class with equal justice—’o enceurage selile- 
menis upon our public domain—to induce cuitivators 

10 become the ownrs of the soil. Thus we will 
add strength to our Government. by increasing the 
power, the virtue, and the intelligence of our bs- 


loved country. 


NEW JERSEY ELECTION. / 
SPEECH OF MR. CLIFFORD, 


fi 


In the House of Representativ 
1840—On the resolution ¢f My CaMmPBELL, of 
South Caro.ina, proposing to rgfer all the docu- 
ments and testimony in to the. New Jer- 
sey disputed election tofhe ‘committee on that 

. subject; and Mr, BELL’ stitute therefor, de- 
claring that the gentlenje without certificates 
should, not be qualified. 

Mr, CLIFFORD said, it was true that this sub- 
ject had occupied most of the time of the House 
since the assembling. ot Congress; and it was also 
true that the time had been chiefly spent in listen- 
ing to the speeches of gentlemen who sustain the 
claims of the. members commissioned by the Go- 
vernor of New Jersey. Thus far very little had 
bee said in reply, by those who oppose the preten- 
sions of fraud, and undertake to uphold the rights 
of the Representatives elected by the people. 

The first three weeks of the session, he believed, 
were entirely devoted tothe subject; and he had 
suppoeed.. that, after the decision upon the final 
proposition of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
‘Wisg,] the matter would have been suffered, with- 
out farther debate or delay, to go to the Committee 
of Elections, especially after that gentleman him- 
self bad proclaimed that the victory was with the 


party in the majority; that the battle had been. 


fought, and that he and his-friends had lost it. But, 
when the honorable chairman of that eommitiee 
{Mr. CAMPBELL] proposed a resolutioa having that 
object in view, new obstac’es: were thrown in the 
way, in the form of embarrassing amendments, 
contravening the past action ef the, House, im- 
plying censuse of the majority, and thas re-opening 
‘the whole meris of the controversy. He dis- 
claimed interposing objection to any proper amend- 
ment or to the usual range of debate; but he had a 
right to complain when gentlemen pass by the 
question of reference—he would not say by sub- 
terfuge—but for the purpose of reviewing the 
course of the majority, especially as they had 
been permitted to indu'ge-in severity of remark, 
while he and others, who have equal rights, had 
not yet bad an opportunity of saying one word 
upon the subject. The gentleman from Virginia, 
Mr. Borrs,] and others who preceded him, had 
taken this. course; and the gentleman from New 
‘Jersey (Mr. Ranvotrn} had been permitted, again 
and again, to occupy the time of the House in re- 


‘iterating the same arguments, and reviewing the- 


who'e matter conngcted with the New Jersey elece 


tion. Upto this time, Mr. C. sąid, he had con- | 


tented himself with giving a silent vote on the va- 


rious questions that had been presented in relation 
to this subject, taking care that the effect of every 
vote should be to protect the rights of the people; 
and he would still have continued to pursue that 
course, had it not been for some remarks of the 
gent'eman from Virginia, who made it the ground 
of complaint that those opposed to him on this 
question had not entered sufficiently into the dis- 
cussion, and insinuated that their silence was oc- 
casioned, not by a desire to avoid a useless con- 
sumption of time, but from a conscious weakness 
in the justice of their cause. Under these circum- 
stances, and as the course of the House had been 
called in question, with very severe animadver- 
sion, he would ask its indulgence while he explain- 
ed the r.asons and motives which had governed 
him and h's friends in the course they had taken, 
promising that he would not consume more time 


than was necessary, and that he would be as brief _ 


in the remarks he was about to offer as the nature 
of the subject would permit. 

But, before he proceeded to the points he pro- 
posed to discuss, he would ask permission to de an 
act of justice to an individual who had been denied 
the usual privilege of speaking for himself. It was 
known to all that the official conduct of the Clerk 
had been repeatedly censured, and, as he believed, 
unwarrantably, during the pendency of the contro- 
versy growing out of the New Jersey conteste} 
election. It was equally true that he applied to the 
House te permit himto make a written statement, 
explanatory of his conduct, which courtesy was 
denied him; and, as it was now made a ground of 
attack, that the majority was not disposed to hazard 
their position by putting frth the reasons of their 
course, or by paticipating in the discussion, after 
having refused the Clerk permission to read his 
statement, he begged leave todo it himself, and 
if necessary. io enable him to do so, he would read 
it, as a part of his speech, and he presumed no gen- 
t'eman would object to it. 

Mr. Peck objected. 


Mr. Cuirrorp trus'ed that no gentleman on that 


floor would persist in the objection to his reading a 
paper which the Clerk had offered.to the House in 
explanation of his conduct; which had so often 
been called in question by the most sweeping de- 
nunciations. He, Mr. C., did not claim to have 
much experience here, but he knew something of 
legislative proceedings, and he had never known 
this courtesy to be objected to but in two instances: 
one of which was a few days since, shich was im- 
miediate'y overruled, and the other in the Legisla- 
ture of Maine, where the request was denied, be- 
cause the member was manifestly endeavoring to 
consume time unnecessarily. 

‘Leave being granted—yeas 110, nays 68— 

The Crerk read the following statement: 

House or REPRESENTATIVES U. 8. Dec. 3, 1839. 

Congress having adopted no general jaw toascertain the title 

of those who claim a seat inthe House of Representatives, por 


any rule to organize the House itself, in the meaning of the 
Constitution, the following: investigation is undertaken with 


the view of eliciting from former precedents, and past usage, ` 


thore general principles of parliamentary Jaw which should be 
received and acknowledged until modified by positive en- 
actment. 


The Commons House of Parliament, in Great Britain, from. 


time immemorial, has been organized after the strictest mode 
of legal processes. Whenever a Parliament wasto be called, 
the King gave warrant to the Lord Chancellor to summon the 
Lorda spiritual and temporal, and to issue writs of election for 
the several counties, cities and boroughs, directed to the she- 
riffs of the game. By virtue ofthis authority the sheriffs sent 
their precepts to the election officers, commanding them to hold 
elections in those pee entitled to representation in Parlia- 
ment. Returns of the elections, in the form ofindentures, were 
sent to the sheriff, and by him attached tothe original writ, and 
forwarded to the Crown office, whence they originated, and 
were there filed. From these, in one authentic book, the names 
ofall the knights, citizens, and burgesses were certified to the 
Clerk of the House of Commons. On the day the writs were 
returnable, (being the day for the meeting of Parliament,) the 
Lord Seward of the King’s Household, in an ante-room, at- 
tended by the Clerk of thefCrown, and Clerk of the Commons, 


to be drawn: First, that the Commons were regularly orga- 
nized and constituted a House, capable of propounding and 
deciding questions, before the election of a Speaker. When the 
roll had been called, members had answered to their names, 
taken the oaths prescribed by law, and seated themselves in 
their usual place of meeting, there was then a House of 
Commons. The appointment of one to be their mouthpiece, 
was important for their own convenience, but not necessary to 
constitute a House. There were Parliaments before Speakers, 
is an ancient and significant phrase. Indeed we are told by 
historians that at firat there were no Speakers; but some person 
was selected as “spokesmen” for each particular occasion— 
that then thesame individual was nominated for the entire ses- 
sion, gui avait les paroles pur les Communes; and not until the 
time of Richard Il, was he styled parlour pur les Communes, 
or Speaker ofthe Commons. 

A memorable case occurred in the time of James II, 1678, 
when the Commons were without a Speaker for an entire 
week, and at last prorogued without having made an election, 
They at first had selected Sir Francis Seymour, and presented 
him tothe King for confirmation, supposing the ancient usage 
in that respect tobe a mere ceremony. But the King, wishing 


` to test theatrength of his prerogative, refused to sanction the 


nomination. They then returned to their own House, without 
any one at their head, Sir Francis not making his appearance. 
This occurrence was on Friday; and until the next Thursday 
the House was engaged in long and warm discussions on va- 
rious subjects, adjourning at the same time from day to day. 


; Propositions were made to appoint a chairman, and rejected, 


Committees were appointed to hold conferences with the King; 
others with the House of Lords; others, again, to search the re- 
cords for precedents to guide their proceedings; and after a 
week thus spent in fruitless efforts, they were disbanded with- 


_ out coming toa conclusion among themselves, or an agree- 


with the rolls ofsuch names of the Commens as were returned, . | 


commanded the rolls to be called, and those who answered to 
their names, received theoaths required by law. This cere- 
mony completed, the members took their seats in the House, 
and waited a summons from the King to come into his presence. 
After hearing the King’s speech, leave was then granied them 
to assemble in their usual place of meeting, and to make a 
choice of one from among themselves to be their mouth and 
Speaker. The ndmination was generally made by one of the 
King’s officers, and agreed to without a division. If, however, 
others werenamed, the House proceeded to the question, and 
directed the Clerk, “sitting at-the board, (as the order is, before 
the Speaker be chogen,) to- make the question.” 

From this mode of procedure, two important conclusions are 


ment with the King. This case is to be found in Grey’s De- 
bates, vol. 6th, page 404. , 

The old Colonial Assemblies, having the British Parliament 
as a model, were organized in the same way, and our present 
State Legislatures also, varying only in a few unimportant par- 
ticulars. Whenever, a: the time appointed, members presented 
themselves atthe seatof Government, assembled in their usual 
place of meeting, took the oaths prescribed by law, and ascer- 
tained a quorum to he present by the calling of a roll, there 
was then duly constituted a House competent to entertain and 
decide all propositions touching the privilege of members, the 
claim to contested seats, and whatever else that might ap- 
pertain to their more complete organization. 

There are doubtless many gentlemen here present, who re- 
member cases similar to the one referred to in the British Par- 
liament, where their own Legislatures were engaged for days in 
discussing and deciding questions, before the election of a 
Speaker—that office being regarded, as it undoubtedly is, a 
mere instrument, a labor-saving machine to themselves. _ 

Thesecond conclusion to be drawn from an observation of 
the mode of organizing Parliament, is the extreme liability to 
fraud, and the imposition of spurisus members. None but 
those whose names are reenrded on some return filed in the 
Crown office, are permitted ‘to take their seats. It is obvious, 
therefore, that two officers alone; or either one, the sheriff of 
the county who makes the return, andthé clerk of the Crown 
who filesit, have ít in their power to make such returns as they 


p Perceiving the great advantage he possessed, the King, at an 
early period, attempted to interf-re, and dictate who should be 
returned tothe Commonn. In 1603, Sir Francis Goodwyn was 
elected from the county of Berkshire; returns were made indue _ 
form, and sent to the Crown office. The King pronounced him 
ineligible, and ordered the Chancellor to iesue a new writ; 
which wasdone. Sir John Fortesque, one of the King’s coun- 
cil, was elected, the returns filed, and his name placed on the 
rolls of Parliament. 

The sturdy and free hearted yeomanry of those old days 


| promptly resisted thie procedure; and in process of time suc- 


; returns, 


: ceeded in. wresting from the King his assumed prerogative of 


interfering with the return of members filed in his office of chan- 
cery. Driven from this stronghold, he resorted to the next 


i which proved to he the most vulnerable point. By means of - 


gecret agentsand emissariés, he complétely effected his object, © 


i jn bribing and suborning the sheriffa and their assistants. 


books of law, and ‘the reports of parliamentary decisions, 
are absolutely filled with cases of defective and partial 
double returns, and false’ returns, knowingly 


: and: fraudulently madé by those who had takea añ oati 


to act juetly and impartially, but who could not resist ‘the re- 
wards or the threats ofa monarch and his nobility. So thoroughly. 
corrupt had Parliament become in consequence of the frauds 
practised‘on the returns of its members, a rule was adopted, in 
process of time, by which those returos were very little regard- 
ed. Perceiving thata rigid adherence to legal processes and 
technicalities had not only broken down the charagter and in- 
tegrity of the Commons, but was fast becoming.the means of un- 
dermining the liberties of the people, they soon learned to draw 
a just and cbvious distinction between a civil and political pro- 
cess; holding that a strict interpre‘ation of the one might screen 
the community from the grinding exaction of creditors, while R 
strict adherence to the other was only the means of corrupting 
pahne officers and of practising a fraud on the rights of the 
people. 

So early as 1707,an order was adopted by the Commons, 
that all petitions at any new Parliament, relating tn elections 
and returns, be delivered to the Clerk of the House, and be laid 
by him on the table before the Speaker was chosen.” And it 
was subsequently ordered that those cases should be considered 
before proceeding to any other business. In the mean time, 
those claiming the disputed seats, were not allowed to particl- 
pate in the proceedings; indeed were prohibited by severe penal- 
ties.. ; 
Thus we see, that even in England, where the righteof the 
people are not regarded of paramount importance, the House 
of Commons in self-defence, to- protect itself fron: corruption, - 
and the intrusion of spurious members, was compeiled. to 
disregard the technicalities of law, to look beyond the mere 
formalities of a return, which was no longer prima facté evi- 
dence of membership, butan instrument of fraud, to pass by 
all those intermediate stages, so readily and constantly per- 
verted, and look at the actual state of the case—the elections, 
as they really took place among thuse who had “the right of 
election.” ; 

In some of the States of this Union, a similar couqse ispur- 
sued, though their lawe, if strictly interpreted, and rigidly ad- 
hered to, would place it in the power-of the Executive to agor- 
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nise a Legislature in the first instance, after their own will; and 
thereby contravene the wishes of the people, and perpetuate 
the power in their own hands. a ‘ 

In Virginia, for example, a strict interpretation of the law 
would place the organization of the Legislature, in the first in- 
stance, in the hands of the Executive Council. ? 

` But they have never interpreted the law as conferring any 
power on them, merely to administer the prescribed oaths; 
they never examined the certificates of members, or took cog- 
nizance of their title in any way. g 4 

A high Executive officer of Pennsylvania, acting under laws 
not more rigid than those of England or the State above alluded 
to, but feeling it his duty to follow the minutest technicality in 
regard to returns, rejecting all those of a conflicting ature, and 
presenting to the Legislature those only he deemed official, was 
well nigh involving that ancient and patriotic Commonwealth 
in revolution and civil war. 

Had the Secretary of State presented both returns from the 
county of Philadelphia, and exptained the circumstances so far 
as they had come to his knowledge, he would have relieved 
himself from a very delicate position, thrown the responsibility 
of deciding the case whero it properly belonged, on the House 
of Representatives and the Senate, and, in all probability, 
would have prevented those distressing scenes which followed 
the course he actually pursued. And much of the testimony 
given before a committee of the Legislature appointed to exa- 

+ mine into the causes of the difficulties at Harrisburg, and many 
other recent events, all prove that, had he pursued the course 
above indicated, no difficulties would have ayisen, and general 
satisfaction would have been given to the wise and candid of 
all parties. 

Congress, however, both in regard to the return of its mem- 
bers and its mode of organization, is governed by no statute or 
ptescribed rule of any kind. Originating, as it did, under 
circumstances altogether different from those of the Commons 
House of Parliament, it must necessarily, for its own guidance, 
have given birth to a set of principles entirely at variance from 
those of a Legislature, which sprung, in the first instance, from 
the will of a menarch, and was only enabled, after many gene: 
rations. of contest between their own privileges and the pre- 
rogatives of the Crown, to eatablish sumething like the inde- 
pendence and stability ota representative body. 

Congress, as it is well known, took its origin in the conven- 
tions or assemblies of deputies sent by -the Colonies to consult 
for their defence and mutual welfare in a time of common 
danger. The first that met in Philadelphia, in 1774, was com- 

of men possessing every variety of credentials. Some 
were deputed by the Colonial Legislature, others by popular 
assemblies, and others again by mere committees of safety. 

Assembling, however, at the imminent hazard of their for- 
tuues and their lives, the simple presence of any man was a suf- 
ficient guarantee of his honeaty and zeal, Coming together for 
the first time, personally as strangers to each other, but well 
kpown as the bold defenders uf a common cause, they forth- 
with, making no question of each other’s authority, proceeded 
to elect a President to preside over their deliberations, and a 
secretary to record their proceedings. After they had formed 
themselves into a deliberative body, they then caused the cre- 
dentials of those present to be read and approved. The Con- 
grese which assembled in May, 1775, was organized in the same 
way——not calling for the credentials of members until the House 
Tis been formed. After the articles of Confederation had been 

opted, the mode of organizing Congress was varied. The 

lentials were first produced and passed upon, before they 
proceeded to the election of officers. 

In the second Congress, which met under the articles of Con- 
federation, the delegates produced their credentials in the first 
instance, which were read and referred to a committee “to re- 
port. thereon as soon as may be.” The committee reported the 
next day, and, all being approved, they then proceeded to the 
election of president and secretary. This preliminary exami 
nation by a committee, was never praatised before or after the 
Congress which met in 1784. In 1785, they handed in their 
credentials, which were read without being referred, and then 
proceeded t: their elections, At the next Congress, in 1786, 
the credentials were referred to a committee after the election 
of officers, but were not reported on until a late period. 

The journals after the First Congress, which met under our 
present Constitution, run in these words. ‘The following mem- 


bers of the House of Representatives appeared, produced their ' 


credentials, and took their seats.” And such is the tenor of 
every journal until a very recent date. Thus, it appears, that 
from the first time we had any organized system for the go- 
vernment of the States, some kind of credentials or evidence 
of membership, was expected and required before any one 
conld participate in the deliberations of Congress. But the na- 
ture of those credentials, and the mode of determining their 
validity, have always been various, and to this day, are not di- 
rected by any generallaw. The Constitution has coaferred on 
Congress the pover of adopting a system of general regulations 
in regard to the elections and the returne. But this provision 
justly excited the jealousy of those who. were friendly to the 
independence of the States. I: was warmly resisted by many 
ofthe State conventions assembled to adopt the Constitution; 
and the point was only yielded on the promise that the Consti- 
tution should be amenued in that particular so soon as it had 
been adopted. Accordingly, at a very early period in the First 
Congress, Mr. Burke, of South Carolina, moved the following 
amendment: “Congress shall not alter, modify, or interfere in 
the times, places, or manner of holding elections of Senators or 
Representatives, except when any State shall refuse, or neglect, 
or be unable, by invasion or rebellion, to make such elec- 
tions.” It was argued, in favor of this amendment, “that the 
clause of the Constitution conferring on Congress the power 
to regulate elections was obnoxious 10 almost every State; that 
tt put it in the power of that body to establish a Government 
of ae arbitrary kind, If the United States are desirous of 
controlling the people, they can do it by virtue of the powers - 
given them in the 4th seciion of the 1st article; and whenever 
they choose to exercise those powers, then farewell to the 
rights of the people, even to elect their pion Representa- 
tives. When did a confederated Government have the 
power of determining on the mode of their own election? In 
the order òf things, that power should rest with the Stutes 
respectively, because they can vary their regulations to ac- 
com: te. tie people, in a more convenient manner than 
canbe done in uny general law whatever.” Such were the 
arguments advanced in defence of the amendnient; but it was 
loat by a majority of five votes. So obnoxious, however, is 
any general law of elections, that though many arguments of 
gouvenience and expzdiency might be urged in its favor, none 
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has ever been adopted; repeated attempts have been made, but 
always signally failed; and we may venture to say that none 
ever will be adopted, solong as the great and important doctrine 
of State Rights is regarded. 

Inthe meantime, the mode of procedure in regard to the or- 
ganization of the House, and the admission of members, seems 
to have varied at different times, and never controlled by any 
general rliamentary principle. Of late years, those evi- 
dences of membership, called credentials, are forwarded by 
very few of the States, and are rarely ever presented by mem- 
bers; so that the phrase found in the older journals—“presented 
their credentials’’—has not been inserted for the last twenty 
zone because it expreased an untruth, none ever being pre- 
sented. 

It has now become a matter of vital importance to elicit from 
past experience and former precedents some general principle, 
governing all cases, and admitted as a sufficient rule by which 


the title of membership in the first instance shall he deter- | 


mined, and the House provisionally organized. And for this 
purpose, bearing in mind that this provisional organization is 
a mere incipient stage towards a more perfect lerislative body. 


and always subject to the control of a majority, there can be | 


no better rule than that which has been practised on by Con- 
gresa from a time that the memory of man runneth not to the 
contrary. The rolis of the House of Representatives have 
always been made up from those names who, from common 
notoriety, and the general consent of all parties, were acknow- 
ledged to be members of Congress. Common fame and news- 
paper reports may appear to be a slender reliance for a0 im- 
portant a matter; but, when further examined, will prove ot 
ighest and most trustworthy authority. The press has become 
a fourth estate in the Government of civilized society. All 
matters appertaining to elections, returns, and public characters, 
are thoroughly sifted, and made known to the whole word. 
Our coyntry, too, ever has been, and ever will be, divided into 
two contending parties; these principles of hostility are im- 
lanted in the hnmàn heart, and, in some form, will ever ex- 
ibit themselves, and a wakeful jealousy will ever keep them 
observant of each other’s conduct; so that by means of these 
opposing elements, with the aid of the press, the truth, and the 
whole truth, in regard to any political matter, may be as well 
known to those who live in ie remotest parts of the Union, as 
to those who were eye witnesses of the transaction. 


Our elections are not held in obscure boroughs, and by a few” 


electors, as in England. Fifty thousand people are interested 
in the result of each election. An active and warm canvass 
commences between the contending parties for many days be- 
fore the voting is commenced; the candidates in many States go 
from house to house, from village to village, discussing impor- 
tant questions, and setting forth their 1espective claims. In 
other States the same publicity is given to their proceedings 
through the press. When the election comes on, hundreds in 
open day press tothe polls to give their votes. The progress 
of the election is watched from the beginning by suspicious, 
vigilant, and anxious partisans of the respective candidates. 
The result, when announced, is known through the entire 
district, spread on the wings of the wind through the 
State, and soon becomes the subject of speculation and of 
interest to the intelligent portion of fifteen millions of people. 
It is obvious, therefore, that by this process it is utterly impos: 
sible for any fraud or deception to be practised without imme- 
diate detection. The precise state of the poll, the number of 
votes given, the exact majority, and all questions and disputes 
growing out of the electivns, become the most prominent part 
of the history of the day; and no private papers, (as all creden- 
tials are,) however well authenticated, can enable the proper 
officer to make up a more complete and satisfactory roll of mem- 
bers than he can form from the current history of the times. He 
is made as well satisfied as he can be of any human event, by 
common notoriety and the consent of all parties, that certain 
men, (or more properly, as the individual may be unknown,) 


certain names, are elected as members of Congress; and the | 


next most important point isto identify the name with the indi 
vidual actually elected. 

The mode pursued by Congress in this respect also, is a 
plain and simple one. When the day appointed by the Consti- 
tution and the laws for the meeting of Congress has arrived, 
and those who are members, or claim to be members, present 
themselves in their usual place of meeting; and when. at the 
appointed or usual hour, the officer to whom has been en- 


trusted, by long and undisputed usage, the duty of making a. 


roll of members on the principles above indicated, presents 
himself, announces that he is about to call the names of 
those who are members of the House of Representatives— 
when he actually calls a name, and one rises from his seat, or 
audibly answers to that name, there can be no question in the 
mind of any one that he is the individual actually elected and 
entitled to his seat. Under color of a piece of paper or parch- 
ment, which he can procure by fraud or bribery, and under 
rotection of the secret ballot box, one might have the hardi- 
ood to present himself, go through the forms of initiation, and 
aid in doing infinite miechief—in subverting the Constitution 
iteelf—before he could be detected; and then, by aid of his own 
voice, might save himself from ejection and punishment. __. 
But here no one can conceive the possibility of such a thing. 
It is not in the human heart to strain itself up to the practice of 
a fraud, surrounded by existing circumstances. Silence and 
secresy are essential to the perpetration of crime. But here 
are assembled, in open day, the Representatives of six and 
twenty Statez; anda vast concourse of people from all parte 
of the Union, anxiously watching the minutest procedure. 
Can it be possible that one would rise insuch a presence, and 
answer toa name that is not his, and claima seat to which he 
has no title? It is notin man to act so basea part. When, 
therefore, the roll has been called through, and a sufficient 
number have answered to their names to constitute a ru 
there is then a House of Representatives, as contemplated by 
the Constitution; for it says, each House shall elect its own 
oficera. -As there are Parliaments, so there must be a House ot 
presentatives, before the election of Speaker. And there 
is no ether way in which a House can be constituted, than the 
one just described. Wheu that process has been completed, 
there is then a House of Representatives, competent to enter- 
tain and decide al} questions touching the privilege of members, 
the claims to contested seats, and all matters sppertaining to 
their more complete organization. They cannot enter on the 
ordinary business of legisla'ion as prescribed and limited by 
the Constitution, because hey have not taken the oath to sup- 
port the Constitution: which, by some inadvertence, is required 
to be adrainistered, not by a judicial officer, but by the Speaker 
himselfafter his election, 


H. of Reps. 


While thus engaged in the adjustment of preliminary ques- 
tions, the House must be governed by the common law of Par- 
liament, without which no deliberative body can exist. It is 
true they are notbound by the rules of a preceding Congresa; 
but those rules, like statutes, do not create or destroy, but only 
limit and define a general principle. Take away the limita- 
tions, and the principle exists in its original force. 

When thus constituted and organized intoa House of Repre- 
sentatives, itis then the duty of the proper officer to lay before 
them ail contested cases, and the evidence in his possession, 
that they may proceed, according to the Constitution, to decide 
on the elections, returns, and qualifications of those contesting. 
After the most laborious investigation into all the precedents, 
from the earliest times, both in our own country and in Eng- 
land, I have come to the conclusion that this is the only safe 
and proper course to be taken.* 

Though long usage, and the necessity of the case, have im- 
posed on the Clerk of the House the duty of making a roll of 
members, to be called at the opening of Congress, yet he has no 
authority whatever to interpose in doubtful cases, or throw any 
obstacle in the way of an immediate adjustment by the House. 
Where there are no difficulties, his course is plain; but in all 


| matters of doubt, he is bound to present the evidence in his pos- 


session, and throw the responsibility of deciding, where it has 
been placed by the Constitution, on the Representatives of the 
people. No party can take exceptions, no individual can be 
aggrieved by thiscourse. It will beas much inthe power of 
the House to acton them when called at the end of the roll, as 1f 
they had been called in the regular routine, according to past 
usage. And by the mode here proposed, one great advantage 
will be gained in having a House organized and competent to 


“entertain and decide all questions touching the privilege of 


members, before any contested cases shall come before them 
for consideration. Ohne A 

Believing that Congress, originating in peculiar circumstances, 
and being a Government of confederate States, must necessa- 
rily be controlled by laws different from those of the House ot 
Commons, or the 8.ate Legislatures exercising jurisdiction over 
a consolidated mass—believing that the present mode of testing 
and recognising members is more efficacious than any positive 
enactment can be made—that it is more open, impartial, and 
consistent with our federative system, and that it is less liable 
to be perverted, under color of law and strict technicalities, into 
an instrument of fraud—believing that when a roll, made up of 
the names of those who, by common notoriety and the general 
consent ofall parties, were recognised as members of the House 
of Representatıves, has been called through, and a sufficient 
number have answered to their names to constitute a quorum, 
that then there is a House of Representatives as understood by 
the Constitution, controlled by the common law of Parliament, 


and competent to decide al] questions touching the privileges of _ 


members—and believing that then, and not before, all contest- 
ed cases, with the accompanying testimony, should be laid be- 
fore them for considerat on, I feel it a solemn duty incumbent 
on me to proceed in this mode to organize the House, so far as 
necessity, and unbroken usage from time immemorial, have 
thrown that task on the Clerk of a preceding Congress. 

Having made a roll of those names who, by general noto- 
riety and the common consent of all parties, were members of 
Congress, 1 prepared a brief statement of the New Jersey con- 
tested case, in the following words, which it was my intention 
to lay before the House so soon as a quorum was ascertained 


to be present: 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 
DOUBLE RETURN. 

There is, in my possession, commissions of the Governor of 
New Jersey, addressed to Joun BANKER Aycriac, WILLIAM 
Hatsrep, Joun P. B. MAXWELL, Josep F. RANDOLPH, 
CHARLES C. STRATTON, and THOMAS JONES Y ork, esquires, of 
which the following is a copy: 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, . 
To Jonn B. Ayorice,of the county of Bergen, esguire, GREETING: 
It appearing to.the Governor of the State of New Jereey, and 


the Privy Council thereof, that you have been elected by the, 


people of the State of New Jersey to represent the said Btate in 
the House of Representatives of the Twenty-Sixth Congress of 
the United States, you, the said Joun B. Aycriae, are there- 
fore commissioned to represent the State of New Jersey in the 


‘ House of Representatives of the United States, during the 


whereof, &c. 
M. PENNINGTON, 


James D. Westcott, Secretary of State. 
(The same in relation to the other five members.) 
Thave, also, in possession the certificate of the Secretary of 
State, of the State of New Jersey, of which the following ia a 
copy: 
STATE or New JERSEY, es. 


Twenty-sixth Congress. In testimon 
Signed.} 


gned. 
By the Governor: 


A T damea D. Westcott, Secretary of the State of New Jorey,..: 
o 


t 


ereby certify that, upon a careful examination of all thë 


returns made by the several clerksof the respective counties 
in said State, and filed in my offi-e, and also of returns of votes 
given in the townships ofSouth Amboy, inthe county of Mid- 
dlesex an: of;Millville, infthe county,of Cumberland, verified by 
the affidavits of the several township officers of election in said 


- townships respectively; which townsnips returns’were not in- 


cluded in the returns of the clerks of said countiesof Middle- ` 


sex and Cumberland, and which were directed to be filed by 
the Governor, and now remain on file in my office, of the elec- 
tion for members to represent this State in the House of Re- 


presentatives of the Twenty-sixth Congress of the United . 


States, held on the ninth and tenth days of October, anno Domi- 
ni one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, it appra s that 


PHILEMON DICKERSON received 28.453 votes, MANNING Force ` 
28,314 votes, PR ER D. Vroom 28,492 votes, Danian B. RY- | 


ALL 28.441 votes, WILLIAM R. Cooper 28.455 votes, JOSEPH 
KILLE 28,426 votes, Jonn B. Aycriag 28,294 votes. Jonn P. B. 
MAXWELL 28,383 votes, WILLIAM HALSTED 28,337 votes, Jo- 
SEPH F. RANDOLPH 28,427 votes, CHARLES C. STRATTON 28396 
votes, and THomas Jones York 28,321 votes, and by which it 
appears that, at said election, PHILEMON DICKERSON, 
D. Vroom, Danie B. RYALL, Wittram R. COOPER, Jost 
KILLE and Josspx F. RANDOLPH. received a majority s tao 
whole number of votes given in the State of New EI 
for Representatives of said State in the House o ep: 


*It ia, indeed, the course indicated by Congress as the proper 
one, in the famous Moore and Letcher casn e p Ee 
men voluntarily retired in the firs ; 
and this actof theirs was afterwards approved and confirmed 


by a vote of the House, 


PETER ` 


. 
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sentatives of the Twenty-sixth Congress of the United 
States. In testimony whereof, &c. 
[Signed.] 2 JAMES D. WESTCOTT. 

This to my mind is clearly a case of double return—a conflict 
between two authenuc public documents. Which ought to 
have preference is not my province to decide. Each State has 
its own mode of conducting and publishing its elections. Some 
are content with the mere certificate of a sheriff, others adopt a 
more formal mode through the proclamation or commission of 
a Governor, but ineither case there is nothing more than & 
mere ministerial Function to be discharged. Whether a Go- 
vernor or a sheriff, he is pro hac vice, only a conduct pipe, or 
medium through which the people convey their wishes to the 
individual elected, and the body to which he isaccredited. If 
the Governor’s commission amounted to more than that, it 
would leadto this absurdity, that one member of Congress 
would have a higher title than another to this seat. It would, 
also, lead ¿o this consequence, thata Governor, by placing the 
commission under seal of the State in the hands of an indi- 
vidual, would make his title beyond dispute, and would finally 
place it in the hands of the. State Executives, to return what 
members they pleased to Congress--a high prerogative claimed 
by the Kings of England, but indignantly rejected by the Com- 
mons at anearly period. . 

1 hold, therefore, that the Governor’s commission or procla- 
mation, like a sheriff's certificate, is nothing more than the 
prima facie evidence of an election, liable to be rebutted by 
other evidence of equal authenticity, as in this case by the certi- 
ficate of the Secretary of State with the seal of his office, in 
which he certifies that “it appears that at said election, PHILE- 
MON DICKERSON, Pater D. Vroom, DANIEL B. Ryaxt, WiL- 
Liat R. Coopge, JosEPH KILLE, and JOSEPH F. RANDOLPH, 
received a majority of the whole number of votes given in the 
zaid State of New Jersey for Representatives of said State in 
the House of Representatives of the Twenty-sixth Congress of 
the United States.” . , 

Not feeling it my duty to determine between an authentic do- 
cument, which declares that certain men are elected members 
of Congress, and another document of equal credibility, which 
declares that certain other men have the majority of votes, l 
submit the case, with the evidence in my possession, to the con- 

sideration of the House p , 

I prepared a statement, also, of the Pennsylvania case, 1n the 


following words: 
STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


THIRD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, DOUBLE RETURNS. 


Thave in my possession a certificate signed by three “judges | 
of a general Secon, held atthe several election districts, com- | 


posing the Third Congressional district, on Tuesday, the 9th 
day of October, 1838,” in which they “do certify that the follow- 
ing persons had the number of votes affixed to their respective 
names, to wit: 
Cuartes NAYLOR 
nine votes . - . - - 6, 
CHARLES J. Incersoiu had five thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-four votes : ns $ - 5,894 
CuarLes NayLor having a majority of the votes polled, is 
elected a member of the twenty-sixth Congress,” &c. 
Accompanying this certificate, is a proclamation of the Go- 
vernor of Pennsylvania, put forth on the Ist December, 1838, 
whereby itis published and declared “that CHARLES NAYLOR 
has been returned as duly elected in his Cengressional Dis- 
trict,” &c. b a 
In addition to these documents, and in conflict with them, I 
have a certificate signed by three other “judges of a general elec- 
tion held at the several election disctricta, composin the 
Third Congressional District of Pennsylvania, except the in- 
corporated district of the Northern Liberties, which returns 
were rejected, on Tuesday the ninth day of October, 1838,” in 
which they “do certify that the following persons had the num- 
ber of votes affixed to their respective names, to wit: 
Cyarves Navtor, three thousand three hundred and fifty-four 
votes < 7 x - i - . 0.09) 
CHARLE3 J. INGERSOLL, three thousand nine hundred and fif icen 
votes - - - - - : - 3, 
Accompanying this certificate, which was forwarded to the 
office of the House of Representatives on the 8th November, 
1839, is a note, according to the law of Pennsyivania, addressed 
to the House of Representatives, by Fr. R. Sunk, esquire, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, in which he states that, 
from the returns of a general election held on Tuesday, the 
9th of October .1838 


had six thousand six hundred and ie 


sent the said district in the 26th Congress.” 
At a subsequent period, to wit: on the 28th November, 1839, 
a proclamation of the Governor ot Pennyslvania was received, 
which proclamation was put forth on the 25th of November, 
1839, and declares “that CHARLES J. INGERSOLL, as aforesaid, 
has been returned as duly elected in the Third ‘Congressional 
district, on the 9th of October, 1838, asa Representative of the 
people of this State in the Congress of the United States,” &c. 
Believing this to be a case of double returns, and that it is 
not my province to determine between the contesting parties, I 
submit it to the consideration of the House, which the Constitu- 
tion has made the sole tribunal to judge of the election, returns 
and qualifications of its members. 
Respectfully, 
HUGH ALFRED GARLAND, 
Acting Clerk of the House of Reps. U.S. 
[Here, at the call of some member, the Clerk read an ap- 
pendix to his statement, citing authorities in support thereof.] 
Mr. Cuirrorp resumed, and said: It is no part 
of my intention to comment upon the paper just 
read, or in any manner to refer to the authorities 
appended to it, in support of its positions. The 
document is before the country, and my purpose 
is answered. It will speak for itself; breathing, as 
it does, the same spirit of conscious rectitude and 
manly independence which has characterized the 
conduct of the Clerk throughout. The argument 
is convincing and unanswerable, and the authori- 
ties full and explicit. It seems to me that every 
one not blinced by partisan feelirg, and whose 
pride of opinion is not made inveterate by preju- 


dice, must yield assent to ils conclusions, But, 


‘in the Third Congressional district, “it i 
appears that CHARLES J. INGERSOLL was duly elected to repre- | 
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whatever opinions may be expressed or entertained 
by the apclegis's of fraud, it is not going too far 
to say, that the author of the statement will receive 
from the candid of all parties the commendation 
due, and always accorded, toa faithful and un- 
flinching discharge of duty, under circumstances 
involving high and delicate responsibility. It is 
true that public opinion, under the guidance of 
falsehood and misrepresentation, is sometimes se- 
vere, but the ultimate jucgment of the people will 
do ample justice to every public servant, however 
elevated or humb'e his station may be. 

It is not denied, and, if it were, immemoria 
usage has sanctioned the practice, as every 
one may know by examining the records of 
this House, that it was the duty of the Clerk 
to prepare a roll of the members, and to 
preside, in a qualified sense, dozing the first 
stages of organization, for it cannot be forgot- 
ten that he commenced the call of the States by ge- 
nera! consent. But how shouid the roll be consti- 
tuted? Of every one that makes claim toa seal? 
In double returns, the principle is ina¢missible, 
and wou'd work an outrage upon the Constitution 


` itself, by increasing beyond limit the number of 


which the House is composed. In cases of con- 
troversy, shall the Clerk decide? This would be 
an assump.icn of power contravening the plainest 
principles of the Federal compact, and dangerous 
to the rights of the people of the several States, 
who have conferred no such power. What should 
be done? Why, to my mind, il is s*lf evident that 
the roll should be made up of the undisputed names 
of the Representatives elect, and that contesied 


: cases should be referred to the House for decision. 


|| Speaker, and other officers.” 


| Virginia [Mr. Wise] participated largely in 


; facie evidence, for the person holding it, to a seat; 


: called it, had no power to judge of the elections, re- 


| bling of the memters, on the first Monday of De- 


The ingenuity of man cannot devise any other 
course, in consonance with the spirit of the Consti- 
tution, without putting in peril the right of the peo- 
ple to choose their own Representatives. 

But, sir, let me hasten to a more important in- 
quiry touching the power of this House to ascer- 
tain its own members, before the election of “their 
It has been denied; 
and the best way to obviate the grounds of the de- 
nial, will be to know that it exists. During the three 
first weeks of the session, the gentleman from 


the dscussion, with a determination and per- 
severance which deserve a better cause, though I 
infer, from recent events, that his friends have 
more confidence in his ability to execute than to 
plan acampaiga. The sub-tarce of his positions, 
as they have impressed themselves on my mind, 
may be stated in a few words, without attempting 
to give his language. He maintained that the re- 
turn or commission of the Governor was prima 


but that the House, in its then chrysalis state, as he 


turns, and qualifications of its members. Fally 
concurring that the return is presumptive evidence 
of right, I will attempt to prove that the House had 
the power coeval and coextensive with the assem- 


tember last, to judge of the constitutional element 
of which it should be compo:ed. From necessity, 
saying nothing about expediency, which ought to 
have very little weight in determining a question 
touching the existence of constitutional grant, it 
must exist somewhere, else prima facie evidence, 
that is, on its face, or, in parliamentary languege, 


` at first blush, may constitute member-hip, by con- 


terring a conclusive right in the fist instance, even 
in cases of palpable fraud or gross ecrrupticn. 

But where does the Constitution place it? Arti- 
cle first, sec'ion second, provides that “ Each House 
shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and 
qualifications of its own members.” Surely this 
provision has no qualifying phrase, but is as ex- 
plicit as language can make it; and, in the absence 
of any restraining clause, it is a very sensible rule 
that the constructionist is ccmpelled to believe that 
the Legislature intended what it has said. The ex- 
pediency or inexpediency of law, much less of the 
Constitution, is not open to any right of construc- 
tien; and if it were, it cannot avail for any purpose 
to those who sus'ain the claims of fraud against 
the rights of the people. The reason and justice 
of the thing are against them, 
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It is said, however, that the word “House” 
means an organized body of members, acting un- 
der the sanction of an oath; and this is calleda 
limitation; and in one aspect it is, while in others 
it is a most latitudinous construction. It works a 
limitation of the power as to the time of its exer- 
cise, but at the same time is made to absorb the 
functions of another grant, which no one will deny 
is made by the use of the same word to which, if 
thesame qualification te applied, the grant be- 
comes nugatory, and neither power can be exer- 
cised. Thus: “The House of Representatives shall” 
choose their Speaker and other officers.” The 
election of a Speaker is the important ingredient 
of organization; but if the word “House” means 
an organized body of members, then organization 
must precede the election of Speaker; and if so, 
the provision is felo de se, foi no organization can 
ever take place; and without it, gentlemen say 
there can be no tribuna! authorized to canvass the 
elections, returns and qualificatio..3 “mbers. 
If so, the Government is at an end, and we ale, in 
sober truth, ia the mids: of revolution. But, sir, 
the judicial tribunals never attempt to limit or ex- 
tend the nateral import of words, which are inde- 
pendent of any qualifying phrase, except to pre- 
vent fraud, or to protect individual rights. In 
such cases, as a dernier resort, a feeling of charity, 
if I may give it that name, induces the belief that 
the Legislature intended to advance the prirci- 
ples of natural justice. But it is scarcely charita- 
ble to believe that the framers of the Federat cem- 
pact intended that any person, other than a Repre- 
sentative chosen by the people, should be p'rmitted 
to participate in the deliberations of ihe popular 
branch of the Government, and especialiy not, as 
it is provided that the House of Representatives 
shall be chosen every second year by the people of 
the several States; and it is even less so, if possi- 
ble, that they ever intended that the detail of that 
compact shculd be so contradictory and impracti- 
cable, that it would be impossible to carry one part 
into effect without nullifying another. The Con- 
stitution was formed by henest and consistent 
men, and its provisions, in my estimation, are 
consistent in themselves, and reconcilable with 
each other. Let this be explained, if it can be, 
consistently with the position assumed. It is not 
within the scope of my humble ability, nor do I 
believe that the peuple of the country will ever 
admit it; and let those who maintain it look well 
aes ground upon which they stand, “lest they 

a a 

Bot, if the right of asce: taining its owna members 
ix not expressly granted to this House before the 
e'ection of Speaker, it is clearly and necessarily to 
be implied from the power of organization, which 
itis admitted is expressly conferred in the latter 
clause of article first, section second, before cite], 
that the House of Representatives shall choose 
their Speaker and other officers, which 1s the only 
organization contemplated or known in this branch 
of Congress. The right to elect Speaker is clearly 
an express grant. But how is the power contended 
for to be enforced? To this I answer emphatical- 
ly, that it is properly an incident to the right of 
formation, ani necessary to its execution, to pre- 
vent the minions of party from trampling under 
foot the most important element of a Republican 
Government—ihe sovere'gnty of the peop'e. My 
language, sir, will inform you of the source from 
which my ptincipies of ccnstruction are drawn. It 
is marvellous that any appeal should te made to 
the doctrine of State Kights, in the sense in which 
I have been taught to respect it,as a defence of 
one of the grossest attempts ‘in the annals of the 
nation to prostrate the vital principle upon wh'ch 
the doctrine,;s *--ed. State Rights! Let me rte- 
fer to one of its founders: ‘Whenever, therefore, 
a question arises concerving the constitutionality 
of a power, the first question is, whether the power 
be expressed in the Constitution. If it be, the 
question is decided. If it be not expressed, the 
next inquiry must be, whether. it is properly an in- 
cident to an express power, and necessary to its 
execution. If it be, it may be exercised by Con- 
gress. If it te not, Congress cannot exercise it.” 
— Virginia Resolutions, 1799, 1860. 

The application is so apparent, that no comment 
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can give strenth to it. These rules, in my estima- 
tion, may be safely applied to every part of the 
Constitution, without, in any instance, hazarding 
the intention of the framers; aud if they were more 


studied, more carefully adhered to, and less talked _ 
about, there would be greater safely to the country | 
against any infraction of the fundamental law. — 


Such are, very briefly, my views as to the true 

rendering of the Constitution; but I will take the li- 

berty to remark, before leaving this branch of the 

inquiry, that the whole subject of ccnstruction is 

` very elaborately considered in the resolutions to 
which } have adverted, as a sound exposition of 

the implied powers of Congress. 
The doc'!rine of casus omissus, in regard to the ele- 


ment of which the popular brauch of this Govern- || 
ment is computed, or the right and power cf per- | 
fecting that element ihto the form: of a constitution- | 
al House of Representatives, cannot be admitted. Et | 
is too deadly in its consequences to receive favor, | 
ofitat. The framers of the Constitution | 


even fei". Mor 
could not have overlcoked so importent a mater, 


for it willbe remembered that the foundation prin- | 


ciple in the formation of this body, under the Con- 
stitution, is the rght of the people to choose their 
own reprezentatives. Itisan important right, and 
one that gave birth to the Revolutionary scenes of 
our country, of which New Jersey may boast her 


full share, and to which the gentleman from Penn- | 


sylvania [Mr. Serceanr] adverted with so much 
fervor and eloquence. 
patriots of that day contended with earnest solici- 
tude, and when entreaty proved fruitless, and all 
peaceful efforts to secure it had failed, they did 


not hesitate, in the defence of it, to pledge their : 
lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor; and : 


now, when it is amply secured, it should not be 
hazarded by construction, or defeated by fraud. 
The straggle to which the honorable gentleman 
alluded was not for “seals” or “stamps,” nor 
even for the forms of law. The people of that 
day had enough ot these ensigns of monarchy; the 
allusion is a perversion of history; they fuught for 
liberty, and the right of representation. 


Even in the British House of Commons, where | 
this principle is less understood, and, consequently, | 
less highly valued, from mmemorial usage, in cases ` 


of double returns, both claimants are required to 


retire and refused the right to participate in the | 


doings of that body,until their respective claims have 
been invesigated, and decided by the undisputed 
members. no 


The right to decide implies a time to examine | 
and consider. The necess ty of decision upon a | 
controverted right to represent, precludes the exer- | 


c se of the right, if it may be called such, pending 
the necessary invest gation, and while its exis- 
tence 13 undetermined, unless it be better that the 
people shali be misrepresented in the councils of 
the nation, through the medium of fraudulent re- 
tarns, than net represented at all. The foreign 
ambassador cannot be accredited, while his official 
character is in dispute. A decision cannot be ex- 


pected upon any just principles, without a full in- | 
vest gation; controverted facts must be proved; ; 


time must be allowed to procure evidence, and to 
consider it, afier ıt is produced; and whatever de- 
lay may be necessary tothe prerequisi‘es of a final 
determination may be fally justifed by the autho- 
rity which is expres:ly conferred to ‘‘judge.” If 
the House may judge, it must first hear. .The par- 
Jiamentary usage which excludes the exercise of 
delegated power, while it is uncertain whether it has 
bern ecnferred, is but the dictate of common sense, 
which pervades the general transactions of life. In 
matters of business, commercial men do not have 
transactions with an agent, while his agency is in 
dispute. No, sir, that enterpritik Zad va'uable 
class of our ci izens are too provident in their deal- 

_ ings to entertain for a moment a principle so much 
at variance with common prodence, and se ha- 
zardous in its consequences. 

If there was any ground to be ieve that the dc- 
sire to be consistent could have any influence over 
the prejudice of party feeling, I would endeavor to 
convince honorable gentlemen of the minor'ty that 
they are committed to the principles which I main- 
tain, in reference to the subject under considera- 
tion, unless it be said that Kentucky is not now 


> 


It is one for which the | 


“in the line of safe precedents.” But, however 
that may be, I propose to strengthen my position, 
that the power to judge of the returns is coexten- 
sive with the assembling of the members, by ad- 
ducing a few authorities from the journals and 
decisions of the House, from which it will also 
appear that, as a party, they cannot escape the 
charge of inconsistency, though the fact may be 
ever so unavailing: 

“On the first day of the meeting of tl e Twenty-third Congress, 
the House was, agreeably to usage, called te order by its acting 
Clerk, M. St. Clair Clarke, who procce:ied te call the roll of the 
members by States, beginning with the State of Maine. Hav- 
ing proceeded as far as the State of Kentucky, before its mem- 
bers were ealed, Mr. Allan of that State rose and asked per- 
mission to address the House. He observed, among other 


things, that the State of Kentucky had been declared entitled 
tothirteen Representatives, but that, in casting his eyes around 


the Hall, he recognised fourteen gentlemen ostensibly claiming ` 


to be Representativesand membersofthe House. From the 
circumstances ofthe case it was cb vous that the question of 
their right to a seat must be decided in the present stage of the 
proceedings. The question arising from these conflicting 
claims was one deeply interesting, not only to their own imme- 
diate districts, but tothe State at large; so much, so that the 
delegates from the State had met together, and deemed it their 
duty to take the novel case under their most serious conside- 
ration.” 

The Federal delegation in that Congress, from 


the State of Kentucky, included in its number some 
of the ablest lawyers in the cotantry, and were very 
competent to decide, after “a most serious conside- 
ration,” at what stage of the proceedings it was ob- 
vious that the question of right should be deter- 
mined. Jt has been well said that principles never 
charge. What was obvious then, is equally obvi- 
ous now, though a certain class of politicians may 
not be able to perceive it with equal c'earness. 
The whole argument resolves itsclf into a mere 
question of expediency, or rather of inconvenience. 
Usage has been much relied upon as condemning 
the course of the majority. It may safely be ad- 
mitted that the argument of inconvenience, as to 
the time of exercising the acknowledged power of 
the Hou:e over the election and returns of its mem- 
bers in ordinary cases of contested election, before 
organization, presses itse’f with much force. It 
may or may not be exercised as the mgnitude of 
the qnesticn, and the circumstances out of which it 
has grown mayseem to justify. The canvass 
must be had, but the members under the limit of a 
sound discretion, may determine at what period of 
the session it is expedient to enter upon its exami- 
nation. Usually it is not expedient to do so in the 
incipient stages of organization. 
to which reference has been made. The case from 
New Jersey stands alone inthe history of the 
country. Ithas no parallel. No onehas under- 
taken tc deny the expediency of investigation if we 
have the power. 


In further prosecuting this inquisy, let me again | 


refer to the case of Letcher and Moore, where the 
power contended for was distinctly maintained 
and admiited by the most talented men of both of 
the great pohtical parties of the country, and 
solemnly affirmed by the House. 

Mr. Allan, in the conclasion of his remarks, said 
that: 


“In order to enable the House to decide the controversy be- || 
tween these claimants, he would ask the Clerk whetherhe had | 


in his possession any certificates or other vouchers in relation 


to the election in the district from which both these gentlemen ; 


came, and if he had, he would call for the reading.” 

The papers were read, includ.ng the “poll books, 
duly certified.” j 

No one can deny that the facts of the two cases 
are precisely similar, as well as the course of pro- 
ceeding. ‘The authority of this case, in the aspect 


in which it is now presented, has not been assailed, 


bat has been passed by in silence. It is impossible 
to escape it on the score of acquiescence, for up to 
this time the partieshad made no arrangement, as 
will be readily perceived by the published debates 
to which I refer, ag well as to what succeeded, 

Mr. Wayne, of Georgia, an Administration 
member, said that— 

The pergon claming to be substituted for the individual upon 
the roll, ought to produce his credentials, and say whether 
those were the papers on which he intended to found his claim 
taa seat. Ifthat were doue, he would be ready to pass 
on them. E i , : 

_Mr. Allan,.a Whig member, in bis s2cond 
speech, said that— ° 

Re understood himself to possess the right of rising, and pre- 
senting the question in this case to the House. This wasa Hou: e; 
under the view of the Constitution it was competent to perform 
any act pertaining to the House of Representatives, and its 
first duty was to ascertain who were its own members, This 


Hence the usage | 


was a representative Government, and the first question which 
demanded attention was, whether individuals claiming to be 
their representatives, were actually their representatives. 

Mr. Burgess said— 

The House ought to go behind that paper (the returns) to the 
poll books, to ascertain whether the clectors did vote or not, 
and then leave the question of their right to vote, &c. to the elec- 
tion committee. He repeated, that in their decision the House 
were hound to approximate as closely as possible to the people, 
in order to the better understanding of the public will. 


Mr. Archer, among other things, said, in the 
second stage cf the proceedings—. 


He could not avoid expressing his unfeigned surprise at the 
observations that had fallen from several gentlemen who had 
addressed the House on both sides cfthe question. * * * * 
He contende', as we understood him, that the House ought at 
once to decide without referring it firs to a committee, and that 
the course pursued by several honorable gentlemen who pre- 


i ceded him, went to abrogate the most important rights and pri- 


vileges of that assembly. What did the Constitution say? 
Why, that the House was to be the sele “judge of the elections, 
returns and qualifications of its members.” ` It would be dero- 
gatory to that legislative body to say aught against this doc- 
trine. * * * There was another view of the question, 
and one of great impoit, which should be considered, and that 
was, suppose a return was made, perfect in all its forms, and 
at the moment of presenting it, a gentleman were to rise and 


i offer to prove, at the bar of the House, that the return was an 


imposition, would any honorable member tell him that the 
House was precluded from entertaining such an allegation? If 
a mere return were deemed a sufficient qualification, then any 
one producing arequired form became at once a member of 
that House. 


Mr. Jones of Georgia said: 

Mr. Letcher [the Federal claimant] had produced his certifi- 
cate, (the poll books,) in which it was certified that the majority 
of qualified voters, in the whole five counties, had given. their 
votes in his favor. It had been argued, and correctly argued, 
that he who had such a majority was the member entitled to a 
seat. 

Mr. Beardsley said: 

“He conceived that gentleman were mistaken in supposing 
that it had been argued that the House had not the power of 
looking back to facts and circumstances connected with the 
cectificate which had been offered by Mr. Moore at the table. 
The argument that he had heard, was that the usual mode of 
procee:ling was not to go behind a certificate on a question as to 
its validity. i 

Tnis disclaimer was made necessary by the evi- 
dent mistake of the gentleman from Virginia who 
had preceded him, and is very strongly corrobora- 
tive of the ground assumed thatin the discussion: 
of that case, both parties denied any limitation as 
to the power of the House to canvass the returns, 
and ascertain its own members. 

At the close of the debate, the following resolu- 
tions presented by Mr. Hardin, a Whig member, 
were adopted with great unanimity, upon which no 
comment is necessary: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections, when appointed 


inquire and report to this House, who is the member elected 
from the Fifth Congressional District of the State of Kentucky, 


; and until the committee report, as herein required, 


Resolved, That neither Thomas P. Moore nor Robert 
P. Tatener shall be qualified as the member from said dis- 
trict, 

Upon these remarks and authorities I will rest 
this part of the argument, assuming hereafter the 
power of the House to decide any matter necessary 
to te decided in order to form a constitutional 
House of Representatives, before that election is 
effected; and I doit the more cheerfully, without 
further consideration, as many who denied it un-. 
der the counsel of the gentleman from Virginia, 
{Mr. Wisg,] have virtually acknowledged their 
eiror, by abandoning their position. f 

It has ncw become important to consider the 
“black letter” posit-on of the gentleman from Tene. 


| nessee, [Mr. BeLu,] that the commission of the 


Governur, as he calls it, is conclusive evidence to 
the person holding it to a seat in this House for all 
purposes of organization. That genileman did not 
take part in the early discussion of this question, 
for reasons, no doubt, that were satisfactory to bim- 
self, and of which it does not become me to en- 
quire, except for the purpose of making the 
change in the ground assumed in the de- 
bate. Before, it was said, and justly, I contend, 
in reference to the return or commission, that it 
was prima facie evidence of a tight of membership. . 
Bat, sir, this new doctrine gives it all the validity 
of an Executive commi:sion, empowering the in- 
dividual who holds it to take the seat, and to per- 
form the high fonctions of a Representative of the 
people, by virtue of the paper. title of the Go- - 
vernor. It is said the franchise is as effectually 
secured by the return, as the tjile to` real property 
is by deed. No one can complain that the position 
is not sufficiently broad to cover the case. The 
analogy, however, is not just; but if it were, the 


mere formalities of & deed are often a very frail 
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reliance for the security of title. It is a famihar 
maxim, that no man can transfer to others rights 
more extensive than he pissesses. If the grantor 
had no estate, nothing passes by the deed. In 
many cases, an agent duly constituted, acting in 
pursuance of his delegated authority, may transfer 
the rights of his principal; but it he transcends 
that authority, his acts are void. The Governor 
of a State, in the exercise of his Executive func- 
tions, represents the sovereignty of the people as 
in appointments to office, thus conferring power to 
act in the name and behalf of the sovereign au- 
thority itself. The right to appoint implies the 
Tight of selection, subject only to the constitution 
and laws of the State. Itis no part of my inten- 
tion to misstate the argument. Itis not asserted, I 
admit, in direct terms, that the Governor of New 
Jersey has the ight to appoint a member of Con- 
gress; but it is asserted that he may commission, 
and that his commission, in the first instance, gives 
a conclusive right; and if so, it is my object to 
prove that it is equivalent to the power of appoint- 
ment. 

‘The proposition was proclaimed without cualifi- 
cation, though the gentleman did not condescend to 
inform us why it was conclusive, or to defire the 
boundaries of this divine right, nor when it would 
Cease to pessess this omnipotent character. All 
these matiers were left by him to conjuciue, sc far 


as E understood.’ The question, therefore, may | 


still be asked, when will it cease to be conclusive? 
Another gentleman has said: that the commission 
is conclusive, until the claim of the member has 
. Deen inve.tigated by the Committee of Privileges 
"and Elections, and decided by the House, but the 
commentary, if possible, is worse than the text. 
If the paper is conclusive until decision, it is im- 
possible to investigate or decide. There are some 
propositions so perfectly contradictory and irrecon- 
cileabie with themselves, that the best answer that 
can be made to them is to repeat them. No autho- 
tities have been ci'ed in support of this position, 
for the reason, undoubtedly, that none can be found; 
and no one, so far as I recollect, has condesccnded 
to give even his own reflections as to the grounds 
upon which a principle, entirely new in the history of 
legislative proceedings, is based. If the advocate of 
this new kind of estoppel had defined its boundaries, 
and given the source from whence it is deprived it 
would be less difficult tø examice it. They say the 
commission is conclusive in the first instance, but 
they do not incline to give any information why it 
is so, nor by what process it is to be divested of its 
primary importance, £o as to enable the House’ to 
canvass the elections and returns of its memters. 
In examining this new ground, assumed in be- 
half of these pretenders, it is important to under- 
stand terms, in order to apply them with pre- 
cision: ‘The certificate of the Governor has been 
denominated a commission, and regarded in thesense 
of a commission of appointment. This is error. 


Whatis a commission? Some of the best legal. 


writers define it, “Letter patent, from porper 
anthority, given to a person as his warrant, for the 
exercise of certain powers, in the sense of dele- 
gates with the civilians. What is the signification 
of leiters patent? A writing executed and sealed, 
by which power and autnority are granted to a 
person todo some act or enjoy some right. It is 
manifest that the certificate of returns, in this de- 
fined and legal sense, cannot be regarded as a com- 
mission, unless we are prepared to sarction the 
dvetrine, that, to- some extent, the constituent 
principle of represertation on this floor is con- 
fided to Executive discretion. What is a re- 
turn? Ina few words, itis the rendering back or 
retara of a writ, or execution to the proper office 
or court; or the certificate of the officer executing 
it, endorsed thereon. The language of the Consti- 
tutien, which ought to have some weight, in my 
estimation, is the “reTurns” of its members. But 
it may be said, as there is no writ so there can be 
no return endersed thereon. In Eng'and, the elec- 
tion teing closed, the returning officer of the bo- 
rough returns bis precept to the sheriff, with the 


names of the persons elected by the majority, and - 


the sheriff returns the whole, together with the writ, 
whieh issned from the clerk of the crown in 
ghancery to the office from which it emanated, 
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The place of the writ in this country is supplied, 
and its offices performed, by the constitution and 
laws of the several S:ates regulating elections, and 
prescribing the time, place, and manner of holding 
the same. Consequently, we have nothing but the 
return. The object of the writ in England is to fix 
the time, and in some instances, I believe, place of 
hilding of the election. Here, that is supplied by 
law. So that whether we use the word commission 
or return, it is merely a certificate of facts; and, I 
grant, when itis formal and legal, it is presump- 
live evidence of the truth of the facts which it cer- 
tifies, and it is no more, no less. 

Now, sir, every lawyer, as well as every man of 
common sense, knows that prima facie or presump- 
live evidence, from its very nature, may be con- 
trolled by opposing proof, when the presum ption is 
not in accordance with the truth of the fact to be in- 
ferred. No principle of law is better settled or 
more generally understood. The application of 
this principle to the returns of members has never 
been denied or questioned in any decision of this 
House, but has been uniformly applied since the 


. foundation of the Governmeat, in every contested 


election, without a solitary exception; and upon 
this point Ichallenge contradiction. It is applied 
in the House of Commons and in the States of 
this Union, and must be applied here, if we have 
any regerd for the Constitution or the rights of the 
people. The case of Spaulding and Meade is so 
eminetly decisive of this point, tbat no degree of 
ingenuity can possibly escape its application. 
Now, (said Mr. C.) I will read one of the re- 


= uras in dispute, the better to enable the House to 


understand what it purports to be on its face. 


(. 8]. STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 
To —— 

Itappearing to the Governor of the State of New Jersey, 
and the Privy Council thereof, that you have been elected by 
the people of the State of New Jersey to represent the said State 
in the House of Representatives of the Twenty-sixth Congress 
of the United States, you, the said , are therefore 
commissioned to represent the State of New Jersey in the 
House of Representatives during the Twenty sixth Congress. 


This paper is called a commission, though it 
does not, on its face, purport to confer any power 
independent of the fact of election by the peo- 
ple; but, if it did, like all the . arguments 
on the other side, if it proves any thing it proves 
tco much. If its language is to be taken lite- 
rally, which no sensible man will pretend, the 
person holding it is commissioned during, or 
ihrougnout the Twenty-sixth Congress; and it is no 
more a violation of any right to examine into 
the facts upon which it purports to be founded, 
on the first day of the session, than it will be on 
the last. But this paper is no more than a cer- 
tificate of facts, certifying that the per-on holdirg 
it had been elected by the people,which certified fact 
is now ascertained to be a falsehood, and was equal- 
ly well known to be so at the time the certificate 
was miade ; and yet, if the argument holds, good it 
is binding upon the deliberations of Congress for 
an indefinite pericd of time. I have before. at- 
tempted to prove that it is a return, and not a cem- 
mission in the sense of the Constitution and that 
its sufficiency must depend, in case of dispute, 
upon the truth of the fact which it affirms. 
Much has been said about disfranchisement, 
State sovereignty, and the violation of Jtate 
laws, as if it were impossible to investigate the 
legal pretensions of these claimants wi:hout in 
spme measure, degrading or infringing the sove- 
reignty of the people óf New Jersey; but those 
charges are so undefined, and undefinatle, that it 
is yet uncertain; in my own mind, whether I un- 
derstand the precise ground: upon which they are 
attempted to be sustained; or, indeed, if they are 
expected to be regarded in any other light than as 
the merest appeals of party declamation to the 


| passions and prejudices ot the local feelings of. the 


people; but, as they have been repeatedly pat 
forth, for what purpose it is not necessary to 
inquire, it tecomes important lo give them a 
passing remark. . i 

Itis readily admitted that, in the absence ofna- 
tional leg slation, it is the right of the States to pre- 
scribe the time, place, and manner of holding 
elections, and that State regulationsin this behalf 
are of binding obligation upon the deliberations of 
Congress, and thus far there is no conflict of juris- 
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diction; and when this is admitted, nothing further 
can be claimed, as all must perceive, without ne- 
cessarily bring ng into collision the high!y impor- 
tant power of both branches of Congress, in refer- 
ence to the election of their members, with the 
laws of the several States. Ali State laws, there- 
fore, upon this subject, which look to other objects 
than those to which allusion has been made, are 
enacted fo: the convenience of Congress, and sub- 
ordinate to the Federal Constitution, which makes 
this House the sole “judge of the return of its 
members.” It isa very poor compliment to the 
general intelligence of that patritoic State, to sup. 
pose that its citizens can be , deceived by such sha- 
dowy denunciations, or imaginary wrongs, having 
no existence except in the distempered imagina- 
tions of violent partisans. 

Without fuither remark, (said Mr. C.) upon this 
part of the case, I will ask a few moment’s alten- 
lion to the election laws of New Jersey, which are 
pertinent to the inquiry, and, also, to the facts of 
thecase. Very ample provision is made against 
error or fraud on the part of the subordinate return- 
ing officers, with a view, asall will readily admit, 
to secure to the majority of the State the reprecen- 
tation of its choice: 

“To take an account of, and cast up the votes given for 
each candidate, makea list of the seme, which list they shall 
sign, certify, seal up, direct, and trarsmit tothe clerk of the 
county, whoshaliattend at the court-house of the county on 
the Saturday next after the day of election, for the pur- 
pose of receiving the same, which list shall be delivered to him 
before five o’clock inthe afternoon of said day, which said 
clerk shall procced, ina public manner, to make one general 
list of allthe candidates voted for as aforesaid, together with the 
numberof votes received fur each of them, and shall transmit 
the came, at the expense of the Siate, to the Governor or per- 
son administering the Government, within seven days.thereaf- 


ter, having first caused a duplicate thereof to be filedin his 
office, together with the lists from the said townships.” 
_ The Governor is directed: 

‘ufthe certified lists of votes ives for Representatives in 
Congress shall not be received from the clerks of any of the 
counties of the State, by him, within seven daysaf.erthe time 
prescribed by Jaw for Casting up the same, &c. by the clerks 
as afcresaid, forthwith to send express to the clerk of the county 
or counties from which such certified hsts have not been ro- 
ceived, and to procure the same at the expense of the State.” 

The Governor is also disected: 

“Within five days after receiving the said liste, to lay the 
same before a Privy Council, to be ty him summoned for that 
purpose, and, af.er casting up the whole number of votes from 
the several counties, for each candidate, the said Governor and 
Privy Council shall determine the six persons who have the 
greatest number of votes from the whole State, for Representa- 
ties in Congress of the United States fron this Siate,” and 
forthwith commission them, &c. À 

The clerk of Middlesex county, in his return to 
the Governor enumerated the return frm each 
township, except the township of South Amboy, 
ia regard to which he appended in substance that 
he had received no retura made according fo law. 
The certificate on .its face shows, beyond 
controversy, that some return had been re- 
ceived, and tbat the clerk had been guilty 
of an urwarrantable. assumption of power, and in 
no way justified by the laws of New Jersey, 
and should have received with promptness the cor- 


recting hand of the Governor. In tae case from 


the county of Cumberland, the return from the 
township of Millville was mace to the clerk of the 
county, ia due form of law, but was ‘delayed 
about five hours behind the t me required by law, 
and was rejected by the clerk, and omitted by the 
Governor. Both these returns, which had been. 
improperly sejec'ed by the subordinate officers, 
were immediately sent up to the Governor, and 
by him laid before the Privy Council, with the re- 
sidue of the votes of the State, Lut were notin- 
cluded in the ultimate return now on the table, for 
the reason that those high functienaries had not 
received them through the medium of the clerks 
of the respective counties, a'though the Jaw of 
New Jersey makes it the daty of the Governor, in 
all such cases, within seven days afterthe time 
prescribed by law for casting up the re'urns, forthe: 
with to send an express to the clerks of the 
county or counties, from which such certificate: 
lists have not been received, and to procure the: 
same at the expense of the Siate; and the only. way 
this plain duty.1s attempted to be obviated, and the 
only excuse put forth for its non-performance, is 
contained in the grave asseriion that, as.a return 
had teen received, no matter how fraudulent, the 
Geverror could not know that it was incomplete. 
This is special pleading of the most odious cba- 
racter, What are the “certified list” «f votes whi h, 
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in the contingency named, he was bound to pro- 
cure, at the expense of the State? Are they par- 
tial ists? Certainly not. Are they fraudulent 
liss? Noone dare assert it. What kind of lists? 
The answer is plain; full lists of the votes of the 
whole State, for the law requires the ultimate re- 
‘tura to be based upon the majority of the vo'es 
of the whole State, aad, regularly, it should certify 
that fact; and should not stop short, as in this case, 
with the unsatisfactory allegation that: “It ap- 
pearing to the Governor that you have been elected 
by the people,” &c. but should follow the law of 
the State, by averring that the person holding it has 
been elected by a majority of the votes of the 
whole State; and surely this House cannot be 
bound by a paper, which, in itself, is incomplete. 
Further, the townships of New Jersey, like the 
townships of New England, are created by a pub- 
lic law; and it has been well said, that the hambiest 
citizen must, at his peril, take notice of the law, 
and toat ignorance, in this respect, works no ex- 
cuse. But this Governor cannot escape with this 
flimsy excuse, miserable, indeed, as it is: for the 
‘authenticated copies of the certified lists, which 
had been suppressed by the subordinate officers, 
were placed in his possession, before the meeting of 
the Privy Council, and he himself, submitted 
them to their consideration, and yet refused to in- 
clude them in the ultimate return. It is, thére- 
fore, clear, that what he, in his efficial capacity, 
cetiified to be true, as a man he knew to be false. 
There might have been some semblance of justice 
in the course of the Governor, if the returns had 
‘been special, setting forth the facts in dispute, and 
Jeaving the whole subject to the determination of 
this House; but even this tnfling concession from 
what he himself seems to have regarded as strict 
law, was stubbornly refused, or carefully neglected. 
It has now become necessary to uiderstand the 
true meaning of the statute which provides for an 
express at the expense of the State, when the certi- 
fied lists have not been received. The fundamen- 
tal role of construction is the intention of the Le- 
gislature; and if the judicial tribunals, upon which 
the duty of construction more generally devolves, 
are bound to give effect to the intention of legisla- 
tive enactments, without any discretion to disre- 
gard it, no good reason can be assigned why the 
Governor of a State, in the discharge of a ministe- 
rial duty, should not be held responsible to the 
same wholesome rule. The intention of the Le- 
gislature may be usually gathered with unerring 
certainty, if the language is not ccntradictory, by 
considering the mischief which existed to which 
the remedy was applied, and the nature and charac- 
ter of the remedy itself. What was the mischief? 
Undoubtedly the failure of returns, through the er- 
rors or frauds of the subordinate returning officers, 
Fallacy cannot defeat this inference, nor argument 
give weightto it. Thelaw which has been cited is 
the remedy, .making it the duty of the Governor, 
in cases of omission or fraud, to procure them by 
expre-s, at the expense of the State. It is, there- 
fore, clear to my mind, that the Legislature never 
coniemplated the narrow construction set up, the 
effect of which is to defeat the object in view, but 
that the remedy was intended to be as broad as 
the mischief which existed, and to cover the case 
of every failure of returns; thus securing, without 
possibility of mistake, the votes of the whole State. 
To this object all the election laws of the State 
point, in order to ascertain the constitut onal basis 
of election—the majority of the votes of the whole 
State—by which to determine the six persons who 
have the greatest number of votes. These are 
remedial laws, intended to furnish security to the 
right of suffrage and of representaiion, against the 
peril of ignorance and the corruption of party; and, 
as such, should receive the most liberai construc- 
tion. -They do not affect li'e or personal liberty, 
as in the criminal code, where the letter, and not 
the spirit of the law should govern in favor cf the 
accused, but are designed to increase the safe- 
gaards, heretofore found insufficient, around the 
fist principle of republican freedom—the right of 
the people to constitute their own representation. 
Jt is impossible, in my homble opinion, for the 
State authorities of New Jersey to escape from the 
tespontitility which they have voluntarily assumed. 
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No one can be less inc'ined to do them any injustice 
than myself; but let them stand upon the groaod 
they have selected, and not attempt to make avy 
new issue. It comes too late. If gentlemen will 
reflect but for a moment, they will perceive that, 
if Governor Pennington really believed himself so 
blinded by his station and the forms of Jaw, that 
he conid not take notice of the fact, which, as an 
individual he knew, and wh'ch I contend he was 
under every obligation to regard, that the votes of 
two townships had been suppressed in the returns 
of the c'erks, in consistency with his principle, he 
could not know what still restson romor, that alien 
votes had been received at the polls; for if an indi- 


-vidual attempts to excuse himself for the non-per- 


formance of duty, on the ground of error of judg- 
ment, and expects to be credited for sincerity, and 
to escape imputation of bad faith, he must be con- 
sistent in his error. In this behalf, if I am not 
greatly mistaken, the Governor of New Jersey, 
in the shifiings and windings of this debate, has 
had much occasion to exclaim, ‘‘save me from my 
friends.” 

Another ground of argument much relied upon 
in the early stages of the discussion deserves to be 
considered, for it is exceedingly plausible, and well 
calculat'd to make a wrong impression. It is sub- 
stantially taat the claimants ho'ding the ultimate 
retuin are members, to some extent, without refer- 
ence to the factof electicn; because, by virtue of the 
return they are, of right, exempted from arrest, 
and, under the limitations of law, may exercise the 
franding previlege; and it is, therefore, insisted 
that they ought to have seats in this House during 
the organizaticn, and, until investigation by the 
election committee, and final decision upon the me- 
ritz. It is due to candor to admit thal, for the mo- 
ment, the argument made an impression; but, 
upon reflection, it occurred to me that it proved too 
much; for it is clear, in my judgment, that in cases 
of double returns, fiom necessity, each claimant 
must enjoy the right of appearing at the bar of the 
House, to prosecute his ciaim to a seat; and that 
the judicial tribunal cannot take cogn‘zance of the 
dispute, or in. any manner determine which his, or 
which is not, en'itled to the exemptior. It would 
be subversive of the power of both branches of 
Congress to “ jadge” of the matter in question, and 
might endanger the existence of Congress itself, by 
detaining the members of which it should be com- 
posed. After arrest, and application for discharge, 
if made dependent upon the actual right to a seat, 
and pending the investigation of the evidence of that 
right, the constituency would be unrepresented, 
saying nothing about the conflict of jurisdiction 
which must inevitably ensue. The doctrine is 
inadmissible. lt is the right of the constituency, 
as well as the convenience of the member, which 
are the basis of the privilege of exemption from 
arrest. Bat, said Mr. C. as this whole subject was 
very fully discussed at the first session of the Fif- 
teenth Congress, in the very able report of Jobn 
W. Taylor, late Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in the celebrated case of Herrick and 
Hammond, and settled by the House, I prefer to 
refer to the report, recommending it to the especial 
consideration of the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Barnard ] for whose more immediate benefit 
it is cited. ; 

“Our rule, in this particular, (the appointment of commit- 
tees,) is different from the House of Consmons. Itis also better, 
for it makes our theory conform to what is fact in beth coun- 
tries—that the act of becoming in reality a member of the 
House, depends wholly on the will of the pereon elected and re- 
turned. Election does not, of itself, constitute membersbip, al- 
though the period may have arrived at which the Congressional 
term commences. * * * * Neither does a return necessa- 
rily confer membership; for if he in whose favor it be made 
should be prevented from taking a seat at the organization of 
the House of Representatives, he might find, upon presenting 
himeelfto qualify, that his return had been superseded by the 
admission of another person into the seat for which he wasre- 
turned. ”" * * * Several other cases might be cited, where 
persons werereturned who never, in fact, became members; 

JUNIJ 0U ILIM OYAMA BIIQUWIWU INVIA sieyjo AIYA PTUs 
Neither do election and return create membership. These act 
more than the designation of the individual who, 
when called upon in the maaner prescribed by law, shall be 
authorized to clainn tiile toa seat. * * * * Yet itweull 
be easy to state cases where he would not be permitts4, for a 
moment, to occupy a seat, notwithstanding the regularity of 
his electionand return. * * * * Each House of Repre- 
sentativesisa distinct legislative body, having ne connection 
with any preceding one. It commences its existence unreg rain- 
edby any rules or regulations for the conducting of businesr, 
which were established by Tormey Houses, and which were 


are nothing 
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binding upon them. It prescribes its own course of proceed- 
ings, elects i s own officers, and designates its own duties.” 

“The privilege of exemption from arrest, granted by the Con- 
stitution to Representatives before a meeting of the House, and 
after, its adjournment, furnishes no argument in favor of their 
membership at such times. Exemption from arrest is a pri- 
vilege as old as the Parliament of England. There it ie extend- 
ed, not only to members, but to their servants, horses, and car- 
riages. Our Constitution adopts the very words of the common 
law, but restricts the privilege to members. In both countries 
the object is the same, not the benefit of the member, but of the 
public service. It is an es-ential incident to the right of being 
represented, anda consequence of that right. But ihat mem- 
bership is not co-extensive with the enjoyment of that privi- 
lege, is manifest from the consideration that such a construction 
might make the members of one Congress continue in office, not 
only alter the Congress has expired, but also after the 
next Congress was actually in session, This cons'ruc- 
tion, theretore, is not only absurd, but it serves to illustrate 
the fallacy of that suggestion which fancies the Representatives 
of one Congress succeeding to the seats of their predecessors as 
members of the same corporate body. 

“The privileges of franking letters, and of exemption from 
militia duty, are not granted by theConstitution They are 
catabliehed | by law, and liable to be changed at the will of the 
Government. They have been extended, and my be restricted 
ag public convenience shall require. Previous tu the last Cor.- 
gress the privilege of frauking was not enjoyed until after the 
commencement of each session. But as that does not prove 
negatively that persons elected to the House of Represeniaves 
were not members before that time; so the existing law does not 
prove affirmatively that they are. H is true thatthe words 
‘members of the House of Representatives’ are used agde- 
scriptive of the persons to whom the privilege is granted, but if 
certainly was used without intending thereby to exprese an opi- 
nion, much less to decide, when membership commences and 
probably without in anywise adverting to that inquiry. The 
Jate war had created claims in every part of the country, which 
it was found convenient to send by mail to those who were 
elected to Congress in the several districts previous to their 
leavinghome. The law was passed with a viewe to the con- 
venience of these public claimants, as well as to that of the Re- 
presentativeselecte’. We have seen that ih England, this pri- 
vilege is enjoyed before the commencement of membership, and 
probably for a reason similar to thatabove:mentioned. 

It is impossible to follow the debate on the ot! er 
side into all its winding’, for if there is any one 
characteristic which prevails thoughout it is the 
constantly varying and uncertain character of the. 
positions which have been assumed, so much so 
that I despair of being able to dv more than to 
what iadirection ycu please, if it prevails, the right 
to represent emanates from the Executive, and not 
from the people. : , 

The other tranch of Congre`s is somewhat di^- 
received, as conferring a conclusive rght, during 
the organization of the House. It seems to me 
that any man capable of distinguishing between 
a “hawk and a handsaw,” must perceive, at 
sight, that the provision cited has no reference, 
uncer any circumstances, to the proceedings 
of either branch of ‘Congiess, but applies 
solely to the public and judicial intercourse be- 
tween the several Sta'es, I do not deem this point 
worthy cf a more serious reply. It must have been 
made inadvertently, and without any considera- 
tion. All these varicus posi'ions, when stripped 
of their verbage, and carried to their results, will 
be found to resolve themselves into one general 
principle as uacongenial to the genius of Republi- 
can institutions as monarchy itself. It is Federal- 
ism—it is vested right—it is estoppel. Give it 
would abrogate the most important powers of this 
Houte, and, in effect, repeal the Constitution itself, 
No one has denied the official character of the 
Governor, or questioned the au‘henticity of the seal 
of State; therefore, no one has contemned the pnb- 
lic authority of New Jersey. The people of New 
Jersey will nct be influenced by such flimsy Appeals 
to local prejudice. They have too much discern- 
ment to be thus easily deceived. Driven from th's 
position by its own inherent weakness, wiihont 
scarcely waiting for a reply, the advoeates ofthese 
pretenders undertake to entrench themselves ber 
-hind that clause of the Constitution which provides 
that “full faith and credit shall be given in each 
State to the public acts, records, and judicial..pro- 
ceedings o? every c ther State;” and itis, therefore, 
insisted tbat the return of the Governor must be 
authority of a sovereign State, I must be permitted 
to say that I scom mere declamation, “sound ard 
fury,” meaning nothing. The Governor, in makirg 
the return of an election, performs only a minis- 
terial act, and not an Executive function. In tke 
exercise of that duty, he is an officer of nares 
and not of the Constitution; for, in many i he 
States, es in England, the return JS. ig a 7 rhe 
sheriff, and, in some instances, by his es a ton 
seal of State proves that Wiliam Penning 
is Governor of the State of New Jersey;: no 

0 
more and no less. It has reference solely t 
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the official cheracter of the Governor, and im- 
parts no verity to the facts set forth in the certifi- 
cate. If the argument could have weight, like 
many cthers which have been adduced on the same 
side, it would prove too much; and, if carried out, 
‘glance at some of the most important. It forcibly 
reminds me of the maxim, that truth is simple, 
error complex. But the several propositions, irre 
concilable and contradictory as they are, have a 
common object, to defeat or delay the just rights of 
the members who are entitled to seats from the 
fact of election. There is, however, one other 
argument, if it may be called such, which should 
not be passed by in silence; not because it pos- 
sesses the virtue even of plausibility, but because 
it is supremely ridiculous. It is derived from the 
official sanctity of the seal of State. Disclaiming 
any intention to treat with indignity the public 
ferently constituted, and was intended to subserve 
‘many different purposes. Like the House of Re- 
presentatives, it bas legislative power; but, in 
many cases, it also exercises judicial and executive 
funétions. It therefore became necessary, in the 


formation of the Government, to provide for its | 


perpetuity—a characteristic which does not belofig 

“to the lower House, though consolidationis's have 

-attempted to maintain it. Consequently, when 
vacancies happen during the recess of the Legisla- 
ture of any State, “the Executive authority 
thereof may make temporary appointments untl 
the next meeting of the Legislature, which shall 
then fill sach vacancies.” 

This case stands alone in the Constitution, and is 
an exception, growing out of necessity, to a rule 
otherwise universal, that the Executive of a State 
cannot constitute or appoint, directly or indirectly, 
a member of either branch of Congress. In such 
cases, the Governor appoints and commissions. 
The selection rests in his discretion, and the field is 
as broad and open to him as the Legislature. The 
authority of the Senator emanates from the Execu- 
tive, through whom he derives power to represent 
the sovereignty of the State. In all other cases, 
the Senators are elected by the Legislature; but 
the return, like the return of a member, issues from 
the Governor. It may not be uninstructive to 
know the difference between the return, in case of 
an election, and the commission, in case of an ap- 
“pointment. 

RETURN. 
—— — Governor of the State of Mississippi, 
To all who shall see these presents, GREETING: 

Whereas the Legislature of the State of Mississippi did, on 
the thirtieth day of January, anno Domini 1839, elect —— — 
eaquire, a Senator in the Congress of the United States for the 
constitutional term of six years, from the fourth day of March 
next. Now, know ye, that, inconsequence thereof, and by vir- 
tue of the Constitution and laws, I do hereby certify thas —— 
~-— isduly elected Senator in the Congress of the United States, 


from the State of Mississippi, for the constitutioan] term of six 
years, from the fourth day of March next. 

f COMMISSION. 

Tae Stats OF MISSISSIPPI: 

'Toall who shal! see these presents, GREETING: 

‘Whereas, a vacancy has oceurred in tne office of Senator in 
the Congress of the United States, by the resignation of the Hon. 
——- —-, of the State of Mississippi, 

Now, know ye, that in consequence thereof, and by virtue 
of the Constitution ofthe United States, and the constitution 
and laws of this State, we do hereby appoint —— ——, of ——, 
Senator in Congress, to fill said vacancy, and empower him, the 
said —— ——, toexecute and fulfil the duties of that office ac- 
‘cording to Jaw, and to continue in office for the period prescribed 
by the Constitution of the United States. 

In testimony whereof, I, —— ——, Governor of the State 

[. 8.) aforesaid, have caused these letters to be made patent, 

and the great seal of the State to be hereunto affixed. 

But again: If the power contended for does not 

exist, the important limitations as to the qualifica- 

tions ot members, or perhaps 1 should say the dis- 

qualification, of individuals, may often be de- 
feated. 


No person shall be a Representative who shall not have at- 
tained to the age of twenty-five years, and been seven yearsa 
citizen of the United States, and who shal! not, when elected, be 
an inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.” 


If the doctrine assumed on the other side be true, 
minors and aliens, as well as the citizens of a 
foreign State,may be enabied, by virtue of a re- 
turn, to ride over these salutary restrictions. 
Forther: 


“No person holding any office under the United States, 
shall be a member of either House during his continuance in 


The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Bett] has 
a very great horror of Executive influence upon 
the deliberations of Congress. In the ardor of his 


zeal to resist it, the shadow is mistaken for the 
substance. No retreat is so remote, no citadel so 
safe from its approach, that, in the lofty concep- 
tions of his imagination, he does not see the strong 
arm of Executive domination held in terrerem over 
his head, and himself in danger of annihilation. 
Like the Indian in pursuit of his God, he sees it in 
the cloud and hears it in the wind. Bui, sir, dis- 
guise it as he may, if his construction prevails, the 
highest officers of the Government, civil or military, 
may have seats in either branch of Congress for an 
indefinite period; and the very Executive influ- 
ence which he so-much dreads may be exerted 
in the most direct, and, therefore, most dangerous 
form—to perpetuate the power uncoastitutionally 
obiained—in utter prostration not only of the pri- 
mary principle of representation, but the letter of 
the Constitution itself. 

Permit me to suggest another difficulty. The 
personal identity of members must be ascertained, 
even in the call of the roll. The experience of this 
session proves conclusively to my mind that gene- 
ral consent will be always unatiainable when any 
thing of importance is to be decided in a delibera- 
tive assembly. Identity itself is a question of fact 
dependent upon evidence in case of dispute, and 
cannot be determined except by a tribunal of com- 
petent authority. It has already appeared that the 
incidental powers of Congress are derived from a 
principle of necessity, g:owing out of an existing 
obligation to carry in o effect other powers, which 
are expressly delegated. Is it not necessary and 
proper to exclude a forged return the moment it 
appears in this Hall? The interrogatory speaks its 
own answer. The power of Congress over the 
returns of its members cannot be abridged without 
danger on all sides. The certificates would at 
once become negotiable in the election of the 
Speaker, and other officers, and members may vote 
by proxy with impunity. 

It has been my desire to treat this subject fairly 
and with candor, and to come to a correct result. 
How far I have succeeded, m.u-t be left to the judg- 
ment of others. My own mind rests satisfied with 
these conclusions, that the ultimate return of the 
Governor is only prima facie or presumptive evi- 
dence of right, and, like all other presumptive evi- 
dence, is open to opposing proof; and that the proof 
exhibited is ample and plenary to control the 
prima facie presumption arising fiom the certificate; 
and that the power of this House to ascertain its 
own members, is coeval with the assembling of 
Congress. 

Before I conclude, with permissson, will say 
one word to the gentleman from Virginia, who sits 
before me, with no intention to question thee pro- 
priety of hiscourse. But as he has diverted to 
the new relation which he bears to this controversy, 
and as there is seme analogy between the Commit- 
tee of Elections and a jury of trials, he will permit 
me to relate to him an anecdote which took place 
in the courts of Maine. A gentlemen of great 
eminence at the bar, while addressing a jury in the 
defence, was interrupted by the foreman, durng the 
exordivm of his remarks, in a manner to indicate 
that he had prejudge the eause. The counsellor 
heard him patiently, but immediately remarked, 
that as it was manifest the foreman had formed an 
opinion, he would address himself to his eleven fel- 
lows; and throughout the argument, whichwascon- 
vincing and unanswerable, was very careful tohave 
it understood that he was speaking to the eleven ju- 
rors,who had formed no opinion. :A fter the cause was 
committed, the jary retired, but in a few minutes 
returned into court with a verdict for the defend- 
ant. Curiosity was excited, as the law of the 
State requires unanimity in verdict. It was soon 
ascertained that the foreman, sensibly impressed 
with the impropriety of his course, had submitted 
the cause to the decision of his fellows, declaring 
his willingness to concur in the result. It isto be 
hoped the moral wil lbe lost 
One word of politics, sir, and I have done. We 
have heard of the rising prospects of the Whig 
party—that a new impetus has been given to Whig 
principles—that they are sweeping ever the land 
like fire in the prairie. Be not deceived; the hour 
is not yet come; but it will come, and, judging 
from the late victories in the South and West, on 


the one side, and from the more recent whisperings 
of discontent, jealousy, and disappointment on the 
other, ıt does not require the gift of prophecy to 
foretell that a brilliant victory awaits the friends of 
freedom and equal rights in the total overthrow of 
Federalism, with all its kindred evils, from which 
its supporters will not be abie to r2cover during 
the next quarter of a century. 
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REMARKS OF MR. WEBSTER, 
In Senate, Marcu 3, 1840. 


The Report of the Select Committee on the as- 
sumption of the State Debts being under conside- 
ration— 

Mr. WEBSTER said it was not his purpose, at 
present, to enter far into the wide field of debate 
which was opened by this discussion. Another 
opportunity would probably present itself for the 
expression of his opinions upon the general state 
of the country, and the measures which he thought 
to be called for by the crisis. My single purpose 
now (said Mr. W.) is to make a few remarks upon 
the speech of the honorable member from South 
Carolina, delivered some days ago, or, rather, upon 
some of the topics of that speech. I had not the 
pleasure of hearing the speech, but I have read it 
attentively, with the respect due to the subject and 
to the author, and the remarks which I propose to 
make upon it I desire to address to the honorable 
member himself, and his friends who think with 
him, as well as to the restof the country. Itis 
an able speech, showing much thought aud reflec- 
tion, as well as much acuteness, and exhibiting, on 
the whole, a spirit appafently not unkind towards 
all the great interests ofthe country. My remarks 
shall be in the same a 

1. In treating of pwtection, or protecting duties, 
the first proppsitiorfof the honorable member is, 
that all duties faid qh imports really fall on exports; 
that they are ajtoll paid for going to market. This, 
certainly, is nát vgry obvious, but he says it is the 
received doctr of the South. He does not 
argue the point\pp this occasion; he only states it 
as the fixed beef of the Sowh. I shall not 
argue it, but content myself with saying that I 
have never been able to agree to this doctrine. 
The question was debated with much ability some 
years ago between my honorable colleague and a 
distinguished gentleman from South Carolina— 
both being at that time members of the other House. 
The South Carolina doctrine was then called the 
“ Forty-bale Theory;” and the result of the discus- 
sion certainly left most of usin the North still ad- 
hering to the old doctrine, viz: that when duties 
are laid upon importe.l articles, it is the consumer 
who pays; and of course, that each part of the 
country pays in exact proportion to what it con- 
sumes. We think that the trade outwards has 
little or nothing te do with the subject. We think 
the substantial question is, who consumes the 
taxed article? I can, indeed, conceive a possible 
case in which this general truth might be qualified. 
Ifone country exported to another a raw material 
which itcould sell nowhere else, and which no 
other country could furnish, why then, so far as 
duties on imports affected the sale of fabrics manu: 
factured from that raw material, or perhaps other 
articles imported into the country prodacing it as 
its equivalent in retarn, so far it might be true that 
the duties would have an influence to check ex- 
portation. But no such case exists with us. The 
South and the West sell their cotton both at home 
and abroad. But they are not the sole pro- 
ducers of cotton. They have competitors. There is 
a marketon both continents; and in one of them they 
find the cotton of South America, Texas, India, 
and Egypt, in a struggle for prices with their own. 
Our Southern and Western States have a fair de- 
mand; nothing obstructs their sales; as in ail other 
cases, the prices ate regulated by the supply and 
the demand. The pay no duty on going out, and 
if they can produce as cheaply as others, they can 
afford to sell as cheap. Their commodity, sold in 
foreign markets, mingles with the commerce of the 
world. They have received their pricg for it, and 
their connection with it has ceased. Whether it 
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‘comes back here in a manufactured shape, or goes 
elsewhere, is no matier to them, as mere raisers 
and sellers of the article. If any portion of it 
comes back here, as doubtless it does, it isa por- 
tion which has been purchased in the general 
market of Earope, manufactured, and perhaps, 
mixed, in the very process, with the cotton of other 
countries, and reaches our shores as a foreign arti- 
cle fer ssle. Foreiga labor and skill have become 
incorporated with it, and constitu‘e its chief value. 
At our cnsiom-house it ismade subject toa duty, 


which is supposed to raise its price; and,it seems ; 


to me, if this be the effect of the duty, it is its 
whole effect. It reaches no further. I do not see 
how it acts back upon the original grower of the 
article in South Carolina. It no more affects the 
cotton grower in South Carolina, except so far as 
he is a consumer, than it affects the cotton grower 
in South America, India, or Eeypt. The thread 
of causes and effects in this case, if there be any 
such thread, becomes quite too fine and attenuated 
to be felt or followed, from the higher price paid 
by the consumer, in consequence of the du'y, back, 
throngh all the intermediate stages, to the infla- 
ence of that higher price upon the original cost of 
the raw material. The same is true in regard to 
all imported articles not produced from the ex- 
ported cotton. How is it possible te say that du- 
tirs oa such articies, iron, and woollen cloths, for 
instance, are a burden or discouragement on the 
raising of cotton? 
But suppose I admit the South Carolina doctrine 
—suppose I admit that duties on imported mer- 
chandise really fall back, and become a charge on 
the exports of the country; and suppose I admit, 
what is true, ‘that cotton grown in the Southern 
Stat2s constitutes a great portion of our exports— 
it does by no means follow from all this that the 
burden of these duties falls on the South, in pro- 
portion tu the exports which leave its ports. And 
the reason is this: these exports are not altogether 
the result of the ski:l, labor, or capital of the South. 
Cotton, though it grows exclusively on Southern 
fields, is not, in truth, a mere Southern product. 
Much of the labor of the Middle and Northern 
States has mingled with it before it becomes an ar- 
ticle of export. Itis a joint production, to which 
many parts of the country contribute. The grain- 
growing States north of the Ohio he'p to raise and 
‘to export cotton, by furnishing provisions to those 
-who cultivate and gather it. Kentucky and Ten- 
nessze do the same tiing, by the cattle, horses, 
“mules, and swine upon the foot, which they supply 
‘for the use of the cctton plantations. New England 
does the same by the clothizg, furniture, utensils, 
and other manufactured aiticles, which she sup- 
plies for the like purpose. All these contribute to 
this export of cotton. So that, if it were true that 
‘duties at the custom-houre on imported goods are a 
tax on exports, that tax would not fall exclusively 
on the South. 
` The value of this export, again, in the foreign 
market, is enhanced by the cost of transportation. 
Freight, has become incorporated with it, and 
makes part of its price. At present prices, freight 
‘to. Esrope is probab'y equal to one-eighth of the 
cost of the article at New Orleans or Mobile. This 
fre ght is a Northern earning; and to this extent, 
therefore, the navigating interest contributes to the 
„value of the exported article. So that duties, if 
they were a tax on expurts, would not fall exclu- 
sively on the South, but would affect the grain- 
growing, the provision-raising, the stock-raising, 
the hemp-raising, the manufactaring, and the navi- 
gating intere ts. ; 
But the more we trace this branch of the busi- 
ness of the country, or any other, through all its 
processes and all its ramifications, the more clearly 
we shall see, I think, that the old rule is the trae 
rule, aud that duties on imported goods ate paid by 
different parts of the ccuntry, exactly in proportion 
_to their consumption. 
_ If. Another opinion of the honorable member 
is, that increased producticn brings about an ex- 
pansion of the currency, and that every su:h in- 
crease makes a still farther increase necessary. 
His idea is, that if some goods are manufactured 
at home, less will be imported; if less goods be im- 
ported, the amount of exports still keeping ep, the 
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whole export being thus not paid for by the import, 
specie must be brought in to settle the balance; that 
this increase of specie gives new powers to the 
banks to discount; that the banks, thereupon, make 
large issues, till the mass of currency becomes re- 
dundant and swollen; that this swollen currency 
augments the price of productions, in our own ma- 
nufactories, and makes it necessary to raise still 
higher the prices of their products, and this creates 
a demand for the imposition of new duties. This, 
as I understand it, is the honorable member’s 
idea. i : 

Now, it appears to me that there are several 
things worthy of consideration in regard to this 
supposed course and progress of things. 

In the first place, it is far from being always true 


—l doubt much whether it be generally true—that - 


importations fall off in consequence of carrying on 
some branches of mannfacture at home. Our his- 
tory certainly shows no such result, looking through 
the whole of it, for twenty years. If there be a 
large export, the return, if not made in one article, 
wi'l generally be made in some other. It will 
usually happen in. some way that, taking all 
branches of the trade of the country with all other 
countries together, the imports, in a series of years, 
will be about equal to the amount of exports, and 
the earnings of freights. We have now a list of 
free articles, of some of which the importations 
have been not only large hut extravagant; quite 
large enough at any rate to absorb exports; and 
quite 100 large, in my opinion, fog the gocd of the 
c-untry. 

The gentleman very properly admits that specie 
cannot, fora great Jength of time, set towards our 
country, from all others, to settle balances of irade, 
and to make up the deficiency of imports in 
relation to expoits. Specie does, indeed, come 
to pay up an occasional balance in the trade 
between a particular country and the rest of the 
world, and it soon goes away again to supply a 
deficiency in the place it came from, or some other 
place. There are vibrations in trade, and gold 
and silver correct these vibrations. But there 
are other causes which sometimes operate with 
more violence. Disorders in the currency, and 
expected short crop, a political crisis, the fear of 


war, a pznic of any kind; any of these taings is | 


able to disturb the natural course of commercial 


they are peaceably performing the common func- | 


tiens of trade. Hence, if we see a very large im- 


port of specie in any one year, it does not neces- | 


sarily follow that our imports have, to that ex- 
tent, fallen short of our exports. This import of 
specie may be owing to cne or more of the extra- 
neous causes above mentioned; and, in not allud- 
ing to these causes, I cannot but think the gentleman 
has overlooked a matter very importantto be ob- 
served. In our trade with some particular coun- 
tries, too, the return is in specie ina very great 
proportion. And, as this trade is very irregular, 
the quantities of specie received from it in different 
years are very unequal, Thus, in 1833, the whole im- 
portef spece into the country was 7,000,000; the 
next year, !834, it was seventeen millions, In 1836, it 
was thirteen millions; in 1837, it fell to ten millions; 
and in 1838 rose up again to seventeen millions. 
such fluctuations find no corresponding alterna- 


i to be able to maintain competition. 
dealings, and to arrest gold and silver, while |, 


tions certainly im the general balance between ex- | 
ports and imports. The general truth is unce- | 


niable, that the tendency of gold and silver, in the | 


ordinary operations of commerce, is to flow to that 
country which has become a creditor country, by 
the excess cf 1!s exports over its imports; but then 
their general tendency is so often diverted or ar- 


rested by the interference of other causes, that the | 


amount of importation or exportation of specie for 
a given year,is nota criterion by which the ba- 
lance of trade, or the amount of exports compared 
with impor:s for that year, can be decided. 

A great portion of the specie imported into the 
United States, comes from South America and 
Cuba, by way of New Orleans, and other ports, 
and is the retura for provisions, and more largely 
for manufactured articles, shipped to those coun- 
tries. This fact is important, and deserves con- 
sideration, in acting upon all subjects of this kind. 
Itis undoubtedly true that the manufactares of 


‘tant truth. 


the country bring into it a large supply of specie 
from South America and the West Indies. 

The honorable gentleman, in maintaining his 
proposition that pr tection leads to an expansion 
of the currency, argues that the tariff of 1828 
turned the balance of foreign trade in our favor; 
ihat this brought in specie; that the like cause 
turned the domestic trade in favor of the manufac- 
turing Sta'e:; and that the expansion of circula- 
tion, of which he exhibits tables, in those States, is 
thus distinctly traced to the effect of protection, as 
tending to bring gold and silver into the country. 
But all this, I think, admits of doubt. Post hoc, 
ergo propter hoc, is not received as good logic. It 
strikes me, this import of silver, and therefore the 
expansion, so far as it resulted from that impoy; 
ix quite as likely to be referable to the other CAUS eg 
which I have already mentioned. The specie, it 
is said, was collected in masses in the North, an 
there the currency was expanded. But was it no 
expanded, too, in the South? The gentleman's ta- 
bles only show four or five Northern States; but 
how was it, and how is it, in the cotton-growing 
States? Has there been no expansion in Mississip- 
pi and Alabama, or less expansion in those States 
than in Massachusetts and Rhode Island? It will 
be found, | think, that there was the least expan- 
sion, just where it is said the specie was thus 
breught in, by the course of trade. 

The next stage in the gentleman’s argument is, 
that this supposed expansion of the currency would 
increase the cost of producing manufactured arti- 
cles at home. How increase this cos? ‘In no 
way but by increasing the price of labor. Now I 
do not learn-from him any facts showing that labor 
rose, greatly, in price, after the tariff of 1828. Ifit 
kept up to what it had been, I incline to think that 
wasall. The object, and, i think, the effect, of 
the tariff of of 1828 was not so much to raise prices 
high, as it was to keep the market steady, to give 
some check to the extravagant amount of foreign 
importations, and some security that labor should 
receive a reasonable reward. That is all that was 
asked. But the great abundance of capital abroad, 
the low rate of interest, and the great sacrifices 
which were willingly made for ‘the purpose of 
prostrating our establishments, called for some 
security and protection, or we were not likely 
And we 
are always to remember, that when our own 
manufactures sha!l be prostrated by the extreme- 
ly low prices of imported goods, then we shall 
be immediately obliged to pay extremely high prices 
for those same imported goods. ‘The fact undoubt- 
edly is, that under the process of protection, the com- 
mon price of cost of goods has become less. No one 
can deny that. Every body known that goods are 
better and cheaper. A man’s labor will buy more 
‘for him than it would. This is the effect of com- 
petition. If we take out of the market the pro- 
ducts of our own labor, who does not see that 
‘prices would rise enormously? Let this be tried 
on any article. Take away, for instanee, all Ame- 
rican made hats and shoes; would not the article 
be immediately doubled in price? Reasonable pro- 
tection does not so much raise the pri¢e of labor, 
although it should raise it in some degree, #8 it Qi- 
verges i's uses, and multiplies its employments. It 


| prevents any particular channel from being filled 


and choked up. One of the secre's of prosperity 
is, that there shall be a considerable variety in the 
pursuits and labors of men. I fear our Southern 
friends do not feel the full influence of this impor- 
For my part, as a well-wisher to the 
South, Ishould be glad to know that there were 
manufactur’s, such as were suited to their wants, 
the value of their labor, and their general condi- 
tion, in every county, fiom this place to the Gulf 
of Mexico. | 

There is still another point of view in whieh I 
wish to present the question to the consideration of 
the honorable gentleman. Suppose the Southern 
States to produce, every year, the same quantity of 
coton. If more be manafactared at home, less 
will be exported. Now the honorable member 
seems to me to reason as if the whole true object 
or interest of the South was fo export. Bat cer- 
tainly this cannot be so. The object and interest 


of the cotton-growing States is to sell, not te export. 
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If they find a customer at home who pays a good 


price, their object is answered. The true question, 
therefore, in this respect is, not whether they export 
as much, but whether they sell as much, and at as 

od prices; and unless all the rales of trade are 
false, the fact of there being two markets for the 
sale of a commodity, instead of one, tends strong- 
ly to keep up and to keep steady the price of the 
article to be sold. É: 

III. There is a third general idea.of the honora- 
ble gentleman, upon which I would make a few 
observations. 

It is, that the South and West are the great con- 
sumers of the products of the manufacturers of the 
North and East; that the capacity of the South to 
consume depends on her great staples; and that the 
sale of these depends mainly on a foreign market. 

Now, I have already said that if the South can 
sell her cotton, or part of it, to New England, for 
the same prices, it is as well for her as to sell it all 
to Old England. Her income depends on the price, 
not on the place of sale. If an export of sixty 
millions is reduced to an export of forty millions, 
inconsequence of there having been found a market 
at home for twenty millions, it is not only no 
worse for the South, but is ia truth much better. 
This is perfectly plain; and I must confess it has 
always appeared to me to be the strangest thing in 
the world that our Southern friends -should look 
with jealousy and ill will on a market, rising up in 

the North and East, for their own great staple— 
thus not only giving them the general advantage of 
another large market, which advantage is itself al- 
ways great,but giving them the additional advantage 
of a nearer market, and a more certain and steady 
market, because not so liable to be disturbed either 
by the political events or the commercial contin- 
gencies of Eurepe. I have inquired much into 
this subject, and Í find that intelligent merchants in 
New Orleans and Mobile regard the home market 
as of very great importance to the cotton planter. 
The Eastern demand, they say, comes in early, 
takes away the first part of the crop, and helps, 
therefore, to fix the price, and to fix it high. Some 
have estimated this advantage as equivalent to 
two cents on the pound of cotton. All must see, 
T think, that it is a clear and great advantage, and 
I wish the subject might be calmly considered and 
weighed by the honorable member from South 
Carolina and his friends. 

But, at any rate, the fact that some portion of her 
annual product, instead of beieg exporied, is sold 
at home, cannot possibly diminish the capacity of 
the South to buy and consume the manufactured 
articles of the East, or any other articles. The 
cotton planter sends {his crop to New York; it is 
there sold, and all at the same price. How does it 
affect his income, or his ability to purchase what he 
wants, whether all his cotton so sold be sent to Eu- 
rope, or part of it carried to be manufactured in 
Massachusetts? 

But, now, look to the other side. Of what con- 
sequence is it to the North and East that the South 
is able to buy their productions, if overwhelming 
impoitations from abroad render them unable to 
sustain competition? If the cheaper labor of Eu- 
rope underbids them in every thing—if these fre- 
quent inundations of foreign commodities break 
up their establishments, how are they benefited by 
the ability of the South to buy and consume? So 
that, turn it as we will, it all comes back to the 


steady price and security of labor. And all the the- 


ories lately started, and pressed with so much ear- 
nestness, go directly and necessarily to one point, 
and that is, the reduction of the price of labor. On 
this I might say much, but, at present, will confine 
myself to one or two remarks. 

In the first place, when labor is emplcyed, labor 
can consume; when itis not employed, it cannot 
consumer. Who buys‘the pork and the lard ef the 
Northwestern States? Who takes the corn of 
North Carolina and Virginia, and the flour of the 
latter State? Is it not the North and the East? 
Virginia and Carolina have no better customer 
than Massachusetts. To say nothing of the amount 
of naval stores received from North Carolina, and 
used by the navigating interest of the East, let me 
only refer to breadstuffs. Two millions of bushels 
of corn and four hundred thousand barrels of flour 


es 
have been imported into the single city of Boston 
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in one year. Most of this corn is from North 
Carolina and Virginia, and much of the floor from 
Virginia. I find it has been estimated that up- 
ward of six millions of dollars have been paid by 
Massachusetts for breadstuffs imported ina single 
year. All this is consumed and paid for by em- 
ployed labor. Take away employment from our 
labor, or drive it from its accustomed pursuits, and 
its power of consumption is at an end. 

But not only does the protection of labor in the 
North and East enable it to buy the products of the 
Souih, but all protection of labor increases gene- 
ral consumption. Hence we find that the manu- 
facture of many useful articles at home does not 
diminish the aggregale amount of importations. 


. This isa very important truth, and all our history 


confirmsit. I have looked at the tables of exports 
and imports, from the very first origin of this Go- 
vernment, and I do not find any thing to counte- 
nance the idea that imports, in the aggregate, fall 
off in consequence of protecting Jabor at home. 
There were quite as great fluctuat‘ons, forty or 
forty-five years ago, as there have been since the 
tariff of 1824. A well employed and prosperous 


| community can buy and consume. An ill em- 


ployed community cannot buy and consume. This 
is the solution of the whole matter, and the whole 
science of political eccnomy has not one truth of 
half so much importance as this. 

One word more. The experiment of low wages 
has been often tried. We see it going on now in 
Asia and many parts of Europe. My colleague 
has recently given us a list of the prices of labor 
in various countries, We know what those coun- 
tries are, and the condition of the people is. 


On the other hand, we have tried the experiment * 


of high wages, and have we not made the best con- 
dition of society, for the general happiness of all 
classes, thathas ever existed upon the face of the 
earth? 

IV. A fourth sentiment of the honorable mem- 
ber is, that the removal of all duties increases the 
exportation of articles manufactured at home. I 
cannot conceive how this can be true. If foreign- 
ers can beat us in our own market, they can beat 
us elsewhere. The exports of domestic articles, in 
the years stated in the tables which the honorable 
gen: leman has read, are not at all referable, I think, 
to any such cause as he supposes; that is to say, 
some natural cause, necessarily producing such a 
result. The trath is, that prices fell at that time, io 
consequence of excessive importations from Europe, 
and the holdersof our own manufactured goods were 
obliged to get rid of them by exportation or other- 
wise, in the best manner they could. It is known 
that our exports of manufactured articles have been 
very variable and irregular. When importations 
have been great, and prices become reduced, then ex- 
portation has taken place. Our manufacturers 
have, in many instances, shown much skill in the 
fabrication or articles suited to foreign markets. 
For a while, they have been successful, in some 
degree; but the English have always been ready to 
imitate them, and profit by their example. If a 
particular artic e, manufactured in the United 
States, has been found capable of being sold to a 
profit in the Mediterranean, in South America, in 
India, or in China, the English manufacturer has 
immediately set himself to work to produce a simi- 
lar article, and to drive the American article out 
of the market, by a like article afforded at a lower 
price, because the result of cheaper labor. These 
English articles have often been sold as American 
products. The stamp of ‘‘Lowell” and “Tremont 
Mills,” or “Lawrence Mills,” has been found in 
Asia and South America, on articles manufactured 
at Manchester. 

V. Finally, the honorable member is of opinion 
that the whole system of protection was prostrated, 
and is prostrated, cut up root and branch, and 


South Carolina. He has often expressed this 
opinion before. I only take notice of it now, as 
he has expressed it very strongly, and, as it leads 
me to fear that I have been wrong in the ex- 
pectation that I have been willing to cherish, that 
he bimself would see both the justice and the poli- 
tical wisdom of giving moderate and reasonable 


exterminated forever, by the State interposition of 


eee 
protection, and of continuing it, so long as neces- 


sary, to some of the great, leading, and important 
branches of domestic industry. 

I have only to add that I wish men, of all par- 
ties, who entertain the opinion that duties on im- 
ports fall heavily and unequally on the South, 
would calmly reconsider that opinion. Look to 
the great article ot woollen cloths—where are they 
most consumed, becanse most necessary? Our la- 
borers cannot, and must not, be left shivering un- 
der a Northern sky with the slight clothing which 
may be sufficient to protect the laborer of the 
South. They must have woollens, and they pay 
the price for them, and pay the price enhanced, if en- 
hanced by the duties; and pay it willingly, forthe sake 
of being secured in the hopes of a reasonable re- 
ward for their labor. Thish-avy article, one of 
those which pays most revenue, is consumed in the 
North, out of all proportion, more than in the 
South. Look to iron, another important article. 
The remarks applicable to woollens are applicable 
to this a!so; and the more so, as the manufactur- 
ing districts themselves are great consumers of 
iron. The same may be said ot lead, and many 
other articles. 

Sir, itis not my object to show that the Sou h 
does not pay her part of the public contributions. 
I admit, most cheerfully, that she does pay her 
part; but my purpose has been to show, if I cou'd, 
that she does not bear so unequal and unjust a por- 
tion of the public burdens as the gentleman has 
supposed. I am quite sure that a calm and dis- 
passionate consideration of this whole subject by 
intelligent and enlightened men, on either side of 
the Potomac, would result in the conviction that 
there is really no such wide difference, in Tegard to 
what the interests of the different parts of the coun- 
try require, as ought either to endanger the securi- 
ty of the Union or create ill-will. For myself, I 
fully and consciemiously believe that, in regard to 
this whole question, the interest of the North and 
East is entirely reconcileable to the real, solid, and 
permanent interest of the South and West. 


REMARKS OF MR’ CALHOUN, 
IN RBPLY. 

It affords me}pleasureyto say, that the Senator 
has discussed {he yoe on which he has 
touched in a calm and liberal manner, worthy of 
their magnitude, and honorable to himself; and 
I sincerely hope that when the general revi- 
sion of the tariff, Which must come up at the next 
session, shall be finder consideration, that the dis- 
cussion shall p&riake of the same temperate cha- 
racter. 1, for one, pledge myself to meet the ques- 
tion with the utmost candor and fairness, having a 
single eye to the common interest of the whole, as 
far as may be consistent with justice to the paris. 

The first poiat which the Senator bas made the 
subject of his remarks—that duties on exports and 
imports were virtually the same, as far as the sta- 
ple States are concerned—was not advanced by me 
as an argument bearing on the portion of my 
speech relating to the protective system, to which 
he has confined his reply. It was connected with 
another and dissimilar topic, and advanced rather 
as the settled opinion of the South, than as argu- 
ment; but it is proper to say, since it has been 
questioned on this occasion, that my conviction of 
its truth is deep, aud that I shall be prepared to 
make it good whenever a suitable occasion offers. 
l do not regard the present as such, because its 
truth or error can have little bearing on the points 
now in discussion between us. 

The next point which he made the subject of re- 
mark, is the position that, in the present state of 
our country, the effect of a protective tariff is to 
expand the currency in the manufacturing portion 
of the Union, till the increased expense of produc- 
tion, in consequence of the expansion, becomes 
equal to the protection, when protection ceases 
against foreign importation, and new duties are 
required.” I am willing to leave the argument on 
this important position where it now stands be- 


> "It is Mr. WEBSTER’ second head in the report of his re- 
marks. I have given the postition, which he questioned, in my 


own language, as that in which he has couched it does not truly 
express the principle which I maintained, 
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tween the Senator and myself, and shall confine 
what I have to say to one or two points inciden- 
tally connected with it. f 

I, then, entirely concur with the Senator, that 
the imports and exports of a coubtry, taking a 
series of years, and allowing for the profit and 
loss of trade, must be equal; but there is another 
position, the counter part of that which, though 
not less trae, is not so generally seen or admitted: 
that the amount of the exports must, in the long 
run, be limited by that of the imports. None will 
deny that if we are not permitted to import, we 
cannot long continue to export; unless, indeed, we 
should be willing to give away the product of our 
labor. 

So again, if we are not permitted to import 
more than a given amount in value, annually, say 
forty millions, our exports, on the same principle, 
in the end, will sink to the same point. Again, if the 
great and leading artieles of consumption are pro- 
hibited, or admitted only on the payment of extra- 
vagant duties, so as to diminish the amount of the 
imports, it must have a corresponding effect on that 
of the exports. Now, I ask, what must be the ef- 
fect of this principle applied to a protective tariff, 
in the present state of our export trade? Our ex- 
port of home productions is about one million 


annually. Sappose an act should be passed pro- 
hibiting all imports except gold and silver. Such 
an act would not prevent the shipment of our great 
staples, cotton, tobacco, and rice. We make mere 
than can be consumed at home, and the surplus 
must be sent abroad, however great would be the 
fall of price and the sacrifice, in consequence of 
Pat down the full amount at one 
half, there would still be an importation of forty or 
fifty millions in specie; and what, I would ask, 
would be the effect of so large a supply, buta 


such an act. 


cerresptnding expansion of the currency and rise 


of prices. Bat suppose, instead of such an act, 


cne should be passed prohibiting a greater amount 
of imports than one haif of the usual quantity; 


would not a proportional expansion and rise of 


prices follow? And must not the effect be the 
same, if, instead of prohibition, high duties were 
laid, amounting almost to prohibition on most of 
the leadisg articles of consumption, equaling in va- 
lue one haif of the usual importation? And, finally, 
would not the specie, imported in consequence 
of such an act, centre in ihat portion of the coun- 
try where such erticles were manufactured, and be 
fottowed there by a corresponding rise of prices? 

The argument, it seems to me, is irresistible, 
and, of ivself, establishes the position which the 
Senator eontrove:ts. If, to this, the fact be added 
that the table of exports and imports, and the history 


of the: protective sys'em, corresponds in every par- 


ticular with the operation I have deduced from it, 


as a necessary consequence, it appears to be con- 
clusive. These tables will show, just as duties 


were imposed or repealed, the expurts decreased 


or increased; so much so, that after the great re- 


duction in 1833, the exports of the great staples 
nearly doubled in four years, and that ef domestic 
manufactures rose sixty-six per cent. in six. In 
speaking of the exports of our great staples,although 
Ireferred to the exports to foreign countries, I 
might have shown that the increase was not at the 
expense of the home market; so far otherwise, if I 
am not greatly deceived, their exports North in- 
creased at the same time, but not in the same pro- 
portion. i 

The Senator seemed to doubt whether the tarif 
of 1828 increased wages, ` I had no means of as- 
certaining the fact from documentary evidence, 
but think it impossible that the vast increase of the 

. currency which the tables shows, took place in the 
manafacturing portion of the Union, after that tariff 
could fail to raise prices generally there, ineluding 
wages. I well remember that a former Senator 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Witxtns,] who resided in 
Pittsburg, informed me, in a conversation, that- 
blacksmiths’ wages were doubled there, in conse- 
quence of that measure, 

I cheerfally admit, with the Senator, thatthe home 
market is preferable to the foreign. :It has many ad- 
vantages; and among them T would prefer it on 
the ground that whatever might be gained by 
Converiing onr raw materials into goods, would 
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accrue to our own brethren of the North, than 
$9 strangers, provided it be not done by sacrificing 
our interest. But how is this to be effected? Our 
great staples are toc abundant to be consumed at 
home. Take, for instance, cotton. If every yard 
of cotton goods consumed in the United States was 
the product of our own manufactures, it would not 
take more than four hundred thousand bales to 
supply the home demand, that is, but one-fifth of 
the amount produced; while the amount pro- 
duc&d cannot be less than two million bales, 
including what is consumed at home. What 
is to be done with the other four-fifths? 
We must cease to produce it, or it must be 
consumed abroad. The effect of a high tariff is 
to curtail the production; but that only tends to di- 


minish ourcapacity toconsume,by impoverishing us, ` 


and thus causing a conflict between ourinterest and 
the manufacturing portion ofthe Union. Howis this 
to be avoided, and the interests of all parts recon- 
ciled? That is the great problem. 
way, and that is, for our manufactures to com- 
mand the foreign market; when our cotton would 
be shipped in the shape of yarn and goods, instead 


of the raw state. This we would greatly prefer. || 
Bat how is this tobe accomplished, except by a ` 
_ justice to all. Ishall come to the question in that 


sound, stable and uniform currency, and lew du- 
ties, as I explained when I addressed the Senate 
when first up on this question? Snch are my views, 
formed after much reflection. If I am in error, I 
am honestly so. Truth, and truth only, is my ob- 
ject, accompanied by an anxious desire to see the 
interests of this great country harmonized on just, 
fair, and liberal principles. It is impossib!e they can 
be on any other. 

T agree with the Senator that-currency is liable 
to be disturbed by many and various, and power- 
ful cause, some more, and others less perma- 
nent. I do not think that it has yet recovered 
from the effects of the long and exhausting 
wars, which terminated in the overthrow of 
the late Emperor of France. At its termi- 
nation, the currency of Christendom was in an 
unsound and unnatural state, particularly this 
country and Great Britain, in both of which paper 
had superseded gold and silver. We were the first 
to resume specie payments, which gave the pre- 
cious metals a direction to this country. Great 
Britain resumed some years after, when it took an 
opposite direction; and hence the heavy exports of 
specie in "21, 22, and 23. The tariff of °24 
checked that for a time, and that of 28 gave the 
currency a direction hitherward again; which was 
followed by the operation of other and powerful 
causes, down to the late suspension, as I have 
shown in my remarks when I first spoke on the sub- 
ject; but I feel assured that the expansion which fol- 
lowed ihe tariff of °28-is traly to be attributed to it, 
not only because there was no other cause at the 
time to which it could be attributed, but because it 
was of itself adequate to produce the effect, and 
because its duration and modification, in every par- 
ticular, were sach as might be expected from it. 

I agree with the Senator as to the great impor- 
tance of uniformity of prices, but am firmly of the 
opinion that nothing short of the restoration of the 
currency contemplated by the Constitution, and a 
surrender of the protective system, can insure the 
uniformity which he so justly appreciates. 

Passing over the other remarks of the Senator, 
which I am willing to leave, as it now stands be- 
tween him and myself, I shall conclude by making 
a few observations on the objection he makes to the 
position that low duties are favorable to the expor- 
tation of articles manufactured at home. He 
thinks that the increase of the exports of such arti- 
cles, after the reduction of the duties in °33, is not 
to be attsibuted to the reduction, but to the exces- 
sive previous importations from Europe, which 
compelled our manufacturers to get rid of their 
stock by seeking a foreizn market. Without ad- 
mitting or denying the fact of such excess of impor- 
tation of the foreign articles, at this time, a deci- 
sive answer to the objection may he found in the 
explanationa afforded by the tables themselves. In 
the “first place, the increase of the exports, as will 
appear by reference to the tables, was steadily pro- 
gressive;each succeeding year being higher than the 


I see but one: 
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year of which we have these returns, 738, 


the highest of all. In the next place, 
the fallinz off, under the tariffs of 24 
and °28, followed almost as steadily the 


same law throughout the long period of eight 
years, making, for the two periods taken together, 
fourteen years, which clearly shows that the cause 
isnot to be found in any accidental stateot the mar- 
ket. But there is a thirdand conclusive reason, that 
the great staples of the country followed the same 
law through both periods, and to which the cause 
assigned by the Senator cannot apply. To this, 
if further proof be necessary, may be added the 
general argument already stated, that any limita- 
tion on the imports, whether by prohibition or 
high duties, must act as a limitation on the ex- 
ports,and, which is equally applicable, to the staples, 
and the home manufacturers. 

Let me now say, Mr. President, in conclusion, 
that I believe that we have reached the point of 
time, when the interest of every section of our wide 
spread conntry, North, East, South, and West, may 
be reconciled, and the industry of the whole be 


| placed ‘on the firmest and most durable basis. 


What we want is calm and deliberate discussion, 
with a spirit to seek the truth, and to do equal 


spirit myself, and if the discussion shall take a 
different character, the blame shall not lie at my 


' door. 


SPEECH OF MR. FULTON, 


OF ARKANSAS, 


In Senate, Tuesday, March 3, 1840—On the repo 


of the Select Committee on the assumption o 

the debts of the States by the General Govern- 

ment. 

Mr FULTON addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr. Presipext: Through the kindness of my 
friend from Tennessee, an opportunity has been 
afforded me, to occupy a small portion of your 
time to-day. Bat, sir, I do not rise to go over the 
wide field of discussien, which has been indulged 
in by Senators, in the course of this debate. I 
have a few words to say upon the subject of 
State debts, and the application of the national 
revenue, whether derived from customs or lands, 
to their payment, and I intend to confine my- 
self strictly to au explanation of my views and 
op'nions upon subjects which I consider to be 
deeply interesting to my constituents. An im- 
perious sense of duty to myself and to the State . 
I have the honor ix part to represent, will, I trust, 
excuse this trespass upon your already exhausted 
patience, and I hope that the Senate will indulge 
me, although it may not be in my power to pre- 


| Sent much that can be regarded as either new or ori- 
, inal, upon the subject under consideration. It is 
| Said, sir, that the passage of these resolutions 


will affect injuriously the character and credit of 
It therefore becomes peculiarly our | 
daty, as Senators, to consider well our conduct be- 
fore we take a step which may be calculated, 
in the slightest degree, tc do such mischief as. 
some Senators seem to think will result from 
adopting the resolutions and sanctioning this re- 
port. I have listened attentively, sir, to what has 
been said on both sides of this chamber; and I 
have heard nothing which has at ali alarmed 
me, as to the effect these proceedings are calcu- 
lated ‘to produce upon State stocks and State 
credit, or which has induced me for à moment 
to Cotibt the propriety of voting for the original 
resolutions, or fur those which have been report- 
ed to the Senate. A 

What, sir, is the object and purpose of this re- ' 
port and- these resolutions? They are merely de- 
clarations that the Federal Government is incapa- 
ble. of assuming the payment of the bonds is- 
sued by the several States; and that such as- 
sumption, as a'so the appropriation of the proceeds 
cf the public domain for that purpose, would F 
not only unjast and-highly inexpedient, but woul 
also be dangerous fo the ynion of the States—un- 
authorized by, and in violation of, the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, and utterly repugnant 
to all the objects and purposes for which the 
Federal Union was formed. Now, sir, I would ask 


preceding, just'as the duties went off, and the last || how eam such resolutions affect the character oe 
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that the States have sold their bonds to an amount 
of beiween one and two hundred millions of dol- 
lars, and that the bankers of Europe are new the 
principal holders of these bonds: that these bonds 
were purchased upon the faith and credit of the 
States, and it is to be presumed that the pur- 
chasers knew the full indebtedness of each of the 
§ ates, at the time those purchases were made, and 
what were theit resources and means of payment? 
If this is the true state of the case, how, I would 
ask, can the adoption of these resolutions affect 
the credit of the States? 

The credit of tne States would be small, indeed, 
if a mere statement of the amount of their indebt- 
edness was calculated to injure them. 

The Senator from Missouri, in bringing forward 
this subject, has shown his usual devotioa to the 
best interesis of the States; to the preservation of 
the independent action of the Federal and State 
Governments; and to the prevention of false hopes 
and expectations on the part of those who are igno- 
rant of the peculiar construction of all the Govern- 
ments of this confederated Republic. The special 
committee, too, to whom the subject was referred, 
through their distinguished ehairman, the Senator 
from Tennessee, bave ably done their duty, and 
bave presented the subject in so clear a point of 
light as cannot fail to carry conviction to the mind 
of every reader who examines their report. in- 
deed, sir, no higher compliment could be paid to 
this report than bas fallen from Senators who are 
opposed to these resolutions. They have found the 
first three propositions presented to be so ably and 
clearly demonstrated, that they have been led to call 
them self-evident truths, and to admit that it would be 
the height of folly to attempt to oppose them. To 
those who have attentively studied the structure of 
our Government, this may be true; but, I would 
ask, how many are there, both at home and abroad, 
who needed the light which this report has afforded, 
in order to the formation of a correct opinion upon 
the question? We owe, also, much to these reso- 
lutions for the able discussion which they have led 
to; and we are greatly indebted to many Senators 
here for the powerful and masterly efforts they 
have made in their support, as also for the talented 
exertions they have brought forth in opposition. It 
is the flood of light which this discussion has shed 
upon this subject, which I consider as invaluable to 
the coun'ry. 

The first objection made is, that this proceeding 
has exposed the indebtedness of the States to an 
alarming amount. This objection is founded on 
a suppositicn of the ignorance of the purchasers 
of the State bones as to the extent of Sta'e indebt- 
edness, which, it is impossible to imagine, can have 
existed. Is it to be supposed that those who have 
dealt in hundreds of millions of State stocks—that 
those bankers, who may be said almost to com- 
mand the wealth of the world, and whose opera- 
t ons in stocks can hardly be calculated—have been 
making their purchases of American securities 
without a thorough knowledge of the business? 


Such a supposition is totally irreconcileable with - 


all our ideas of the thorough knowledge and per- 
fect familiarity with all the moretary affairs of the 
world, which is possessed by the bankers and capi- 
talists, who are alone able to loan upon interest. 
Or are we to suppose, sir, that. the foreign pu:- 
chasers have been tempting the States to sell their 
bonds to an amount beyond 
them as able to pay, under the belief that the Fe- 
deral Goverament would assume the payment, or 
that they could force the United States to assume 
them? No, sir: all the bonds which have been sold, 
be iteither one or two hundred millions, have 
been purchased fairly from the States who issued 
them. Their separate wealth was relied upon 
so'ely, both for the payment of the interest and 
principal; and no pledge, either of the public lands 
or of the national resources, Was, OF ought to have 
peen, calculated upon as the inducement to the 
purchase. The purchasers, in every instance, had 
a fuli knowledge of the liabilities of each of the 
Biates, and of her prospects of reimbursement from 
the application of the fands realized from such 
sales. Would it not be in the highest degree 
wroag for one of the States ef ihis Union jo at- 


ee ea a | 
credit of the States? lt is admitted on all hands 


of New Yerk now are. 
have some difficulties to encounter before this 


what they considered 


tempt to deceive a purchaser who is about to buy 
her bonds? The mosi public promulgation, there- 
fore, of the whole indebtedness of all the States, 
cannot, and ought not, 
best friends of the debtor States; and all that is said 
in this report, on that point, has been known—fully 
known—to all the traders in Siate stocks, both in 
Europe and America, 
doubt, with the utmost exactness, 
sive sale has been effected. 


to b2 objected to by the 


for years past; and, no 
as each succes- 


‘When the bonds of the State of Arkansas came 
into the market, the purchasers not only required 
to know the whole indebiness of the State, but they. 
required also to be fully satisfied as 10 her wealth 
and resources, and every thing calculated to in- 
form them asto ber ability to pay the who'e 
amount of her existing and contemplated liabili- 
ties. And now sir, l ask, how are these bonds to 
be discharged? Those of the State of Arkansas, 
Louisiana, and agreat many others, are employed 
most profitab'y; they are used for banking capital; 
and so far as the States themselves are interested, 
they will relieve the people from State taxation, 
and become a profitable stock, the dividend of 


which will make them always eagerly sought afier 
by capitalists. Those which have been invested 
in internal improvements, 
are also highly profitab'e; and the only unproduc- 
tive portion are those which are vested in unfi- 
nished works. 

is the prospect 
twenty years presents? Why, sir, the millions 
which are yet to people the great valley of the Mis- 
sissippi, even in that short time, and the rich pro- 
ductions, 
must yield to the industry and tabor of such a vast 
population; 
which the works for which these State debts have 
been contracted must afford forsending their large 
surpluses to market, cannot but make the stocks 


which are comp’eted, 


And, sir, in relation to these, what 


which an anticipation of even 


which the exuberant soil of that region 


and the facilities of transportation, 


created for the construction of all heir important 
works as valuable at least as those of the State 
Some ofthe States may 


great result is fully realized, but that such a result 
will be realised, notwithstanding the present sus- 
pension of some of these important works, I cannot 
permit myself to doubt. 

It isa mistake to say that our declaration against 
the as.umption will affect injuriously the sale of 
bonds yet unsold. Is it not known $0 allthe world 
that the sale of State bonds has been for some time 
suspended, and that none are now selling? The 
foreign bankers have ample know!edge of the 
amount of bonds already sold; and therefore itis the 
further purchase has been stopped. Why have 
the foreiga bankers ceased to purchase? Is it not 
because they have a perfect knowledge cf the 
amount already sold? Itis now their business to 
see that the debtor States are prepared to meet all 
their indebtedness. The foreign creditors are cer- 
tainly too much interested, to permit the credit of 
the debtor States to be destroyed. Say the amount 
is two hundred millions; and is it not palpable how 
much it mast be to the interest of the holders of the 
stocks to keepthem from depreciation? No, sir; 
the scheme now is to force this Government to add 
greatly to the value of these bonds, by involving 
the United States as security. They know that the 
depreciation of the ponds already so:d cannot in- 
jore the debtor States. Those States will not have 
any more interest to pay upon their bonds, nor will 
in any manner, increase iheir indebtedness. The 
State of Arkansas has found no difficulty in paying 
the interest upon her bonds with the utmost punctu- 
ality, and nothing should produce a depreciation of 
their value, but the necessities of the holders or the 
scarcily of money resulting in forced sa'es. It is 
true, sir, a depreciation will prevent the sale of new 
bonds, unless at a sacrifice. But, if the deprecia- 
tion of the value of the bonds of some of the States, 
really proceeds from the fact that those States 
have created debts that are considered very large, 
isit not better for them to stop, than to run the 
risk of involving the people in greater liabilities? 
Some of the works of the States may be for atime 
suspended; but with so muchenterprise,and suchpro- 
duets as those States are annually sending to market, 
the utmost prosperity will soon be restored, and the 


| to pay 
| to contract, than are most of the Governments of 


| industrious 


| Senate and to the world; 
' as the consequence of Democratic misrule, and ex- 


! has this charge ever 


ability of the States to finish, and the importance 
and necessity of the works, will soon became such 
as fully to justify, and lead to their completion, 
and to the consummation of all the advantages 
which these works were designed to accomplish. 
The friends of ‘these resolutions have been un- 
justly accused of having assailed the credit of the 
States. The utmost indignation has been expressed 
at an imaginary charge of bankrupicy against 
some of the States. I know of no such charge as 
that having been made; and if it were made, it 
would be totally disregarded. It would be univer- 
sally condemned as slanderous and unjust Why, 
sir, most of the Svates of this Union are better able 
any amount of debt which they mav choose 


Europe, whose annual expenditures are nearly a 
hundred fold greater, and whese national debts 
have reached the most staitling amounts. Some of 
the States may have anticipated their resoarces, 
and may find even the interest of their State debt 
somewhat onerous at present. This will, and must 
be, but temporary. All their leading improve- 
ments must, in time, become valuabie By their 
important works, the brightest prospects have been 
revived in the older States, and the tide of prospe- 
rity has been turned again towards them; and the 
new States, advancing as they are with astonishing 
rapidity, to wealth and greatness, and acquiring an 
population, which must lead to still 
more wonderful developments, we cannot now 
calculate the value to them of their great works of 
improvement. 

But, sir, even if the charge of bankruptcy 
had been made against the States, what effect, I 
would ask, would such a charge have on their cre- 
di? It is known that the States are sovereign, and 
that they can so tax their citizens as to enable them 
to raise whatever amount of revenue they may re- 
quire; and that, therefore, they will always be able 


| to meet the payment of the interest on their debts, 


and to redeem the principal at the appointed time. 
Such a charge could have no effect upon the credit 
of the States. A similar charge has been often 
made against the United States; and even at the 
present session, the national bankruptcy has been, 
apparently with some exultation, proclaimed to the 
and it has been charged 
travagant expenditure. And yet, sir, what effect 
had upon the credit of the 
nation? And have we any reason to fear the effects 
it will hereafter have? No, sir, none! Our na- 
tional resources are known to the werld; and no 
matter who may say the United States is bank- 
rupt, and that she has not a dollar in her chest, 
and no matter how widespread this charge may be- 
come, still will the credit of this Republic remain 
uninjured, and her debts be at all times regarded as 
more than equivalent to gold and silver. Are we 
not all-American citizens, as well as citizens of our 
respective States? Why, then, sir, all this sensi- 
tiveness as to State credit, and by those, too, who 
appear so willing to proclaim that which might 
destroy the credit of the nation? 

It is said that these resolutions are uncalled for, 
as we have no proposition before the Senate, either 
for the assumption of State debts, or for the distri- 
bution of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, fer the payment of those debts, Now, sir, 
what are the facts? From 1820, at which time the 
States had created no debts of any amount worth 
mentioning, to 1830, the States had contracted 
debts to the amount of only twenty-five millions 


| of dollars; in five years thereafter, from 1830 to 


1835, they had increased their debts to forty mil- 
lions more; so that, in fifteen years, their debts 
were increased to upwards of sixty-five millions, 
principally for internal improvements and for 
banks. The State of New York had finished her 
great canal, ani had opened a mine of wealth to 
her citizens, of the most inexhaustible and richest 
description, and the other States soon followed her 
example. Now, sir, let us look at what took place 
during the next three years, from 1835 to 1837, 
when the rage, not only for improvements, 
but for banks, also had spread all over the Union, 
and when the coantry was deladed by an artificial 


| prosperity, produced by the wide-spread operations 
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of the Bank of tbe United States, in her. powerful 
attempt to control ihe moneyed affairs of the whole 
Union, and when speculations of all kinds had 
grown up to such an alarming height. Why, sir, 
ia that short time, the States created debts to the 
amount of one hundred and eight millions. Thus 
the States have become indebted, in eighteen years, 
for roads, canals, and for banking, to the amount 
ofone hundred aad seventy millions. And what, Mr. 
President, has been the result? Why, sir, a sudden 
stop has been pat to the sale of State bonds. The 
bankers of Europe refuse to loan the States any 
more money; and some of these States, with their 
valuable and costly works unfinished, are refused 
the means of completing them, unless the United 
States will give her pledge for the redemption of 
all the State debts. This was the situation in 
which we found ourselves at the opening of the 
present session of Congress. 

It is true, sir, the assumption of the State debts 
by this Government was not a mandate emanating 
from the crowned heads of Europe; nor was it inti- 
mated, that in case of refusal, that it would bea 
just cause of war. But, sir, the bankers of Eu- 
rope, who are said to control the cabinets of Kings, 
through their great organs in London—the associ- 
ates, if not the directors of Briush councils—have 
told as, in language not to be misunderstood, “that 
the States must pause in the execution of their 
works of improvement! unless a more comprehen- 
sive guarantee than that of the individual States” 
is given, and uniess “a national pledge” is made 
to see that the State debts are punctually paid. 
And, sir, what was the effect produced when this 
authoritative mandate came across the waters? 
Was it treated with indignation, as an injurious 
imputation on the debtor S'ates? Was it regarded, 
as it ought to have been, asan attempt to coerce 
them to make new terms with their creditors, and 
to force them to apply to the National Government 
for assistance? Was it regarded as an outrageous 
breach of that faith which was tacitly pledged to 
the States, by indacing them to borrow more than 
one hundred millions of dollars in three short 
years, upon their owa credit alone, and for works 
and purposes which they must have considered 
as capable of yielding a fair profit? 

No, sir, such was not the effect which the circu- 
lar of the Barings and Co. produced in the United 
States. On the contrary, the proposition even met 
with favor in America; and immediately it was 
currently circulated that the public lands might be 
made available to meet this ivsolent demand, and 
insulting imputations cast upon the debtor States, 
by these foreign bankers. It will not do to say 
that this is the mere act of the brokers. Do we 
not already see and feel the effect it has produced? 
It was under these circumstances that this subject 
was brought before the Senate. It was in order 
that Senators who are the representatives here of 
sovreign States, m'gh'fsay to those foreign Govern- 
ments whose subjects and bankers have loaned 
their millions to the States, that neiher those Go- 
vernments nor their subjects shall be permitted to 
exact new terms of payment, or other security than 
they have volun‘arily taken from the States them- 
selves; and to inform them that this Government 
has not the constitutional power to pay those debts. 
Under such circumstances, was it not, I would 
ack, our duty to ourselves, to thé States, to the 
United States, as also to the people and Govern- 
ments of Europe, that this subject should be fairly, 
fally, and ably brought forward, and decided up- 
on? Should we sit quietly here, and see the credit 
of the States of this Union trifled with in this man- 
ner, by the great bankers of: Europe, simply te- 
cause they ean, by their tremendous money power, 
sway and control the decisions of foreign Govern- 
ments? No, sir: I trust the time will never come 
when the Senate of the United Sates shall fear to 
do its duty, lest it may give offence to the great 
money autocrats of Europe. , 

It is true, sir, it has been significantly asked, if, 


in case of a war with a foreign power, we would 


refuse to assume the debts of the S ates, if that 
were the sole condition upon which peace could be 
obtained? Why, s'r, the very asking of such a 
question makes it incumbent upon us to place our- 
selves upon the true constitutional ground, in rela- 


' dollars, at a high rate of interest. 
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tion to this subject. These resolutions, sir, like 
Mr. Madison’s resolutions in the Virgihia Legisla- 
ture, declare certain conclusions, and maintain cer- 
tain great principles, essential to the preservation 
of national rights, the faith, sovereignty and dig- 
nity of the States, and the best interests of the 
American people; and, I think, ought to meet with 
the approving sanction of every Senator. 

Let us look, Mr. President, at the tempting 
prize which these bankers have before them. They 
have induced the States of this Union to borrow of 
them between one and two hundred mlhians of 
Now suppose, 
sir, that they should succeed in forcing the Federal 


Government to pay, or to assume the payment of, | 
these debts. What would be the result? Why, ; 
sir, immediately would the value of these stocks ; 
become so much enhanced, as to place many mil- ; 
lions in the pockets of these bankers. Now sup- . 


pose that these bankers, under the false assertion 


of the insecurity of these State debts, should force | 


the British Government to make the assumption, 
by the United States, of the State debts, a cause 


of war, and that this nation should, in this way, | 


become involved in all the calamities of war on 
this account; would it, or could it, be justified, that 


| the American Senate had tamely looked on whilst 


this great work of national money-making was de- 
liberately planned'and consummated, without ever 
thinking of placing the question in its true light 
be‘ore the world, or interposing i's declaration of 
the want of power in the Federal Government to 
make the whole people of the Uniied States liable 
for so large a national cedt? 

It will not do to permit the money power of 
Europe to continue to control the destinies of the 
United States. Look, sir, at the wide extended 
ruin which the money king in Europe, and his 


: agent in America, have repeatedly spread through 


our land. We hear of the 1emoval of deposites, 
of the specie circular, of the distribution of the 
surplus revenue, as the causes of the distresses 


| which have afflicted the people of this Union for 
; some years past. These measures, operating at 
| the most only ona small amount of our accruing 


revenue, would not, and could not, have been felt, 
if the great money power had not decreed that he 
would make them the groundwork of the sufferings 
of the American peoplz. Who can look back at 
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President must either disgrace himself, by ap- 
proving the bill, or sacrifice his popularity by re- 
fusing it his sanction. Gen. Jackson met the cri- 
sis with that intredidity which has always charac- 
terized him. He preferred to lose his election 
rather than ‘his honor. He gave the Bank her 
quietus; he vetoed the bill which was thus prema- 
turely passed; and his countrymen have sanctioned 
the act. Then it was, sir, that the Bank com- 
menced her war upon the State banks, and upon 
credit. She first aitempted to break down the 
State banks. She forced them to rapid settlements, 
and drew from them all the specie she could com- 
mand; and this induced the late President gradually 
to withdraw the prblie deposites. This precau- 
tionary measure prevented her from accomplishing 
her first purpose; but she was not in this way to be 
foiled. It only afforded her an excuse to com- 
mence a war upon her debtors; and, sir, the ruin 
and suffering which she then spread over our land 
I will not now attempt to describe. She made a 


. tremendous effort to destroy the late President him- 


self; but the eyes of the people had been opened; 
and,as the incessant torreat of inflammatory speeches 
poured out in Congress, and throughout the coun- 
try, produced no effect upon the public mind, the 
popularity of the President remained unshaken; 
and, as a last resort, the Bank obtained a charter 
from Pennsylvania, Ina few sho:t months afier af- 
flicting the country with so much misery, and with- 
out a dollar of public money to justify it, she again 
run up her line of discounts to a greater amount 
than she had ever before loaned to the community. 
She sold her branches, and bought State banks; exe 
panded her issues to the utmost bounds, and for a 
time deluded the people with the idea of having 


. produced the highest state of prosperity in the coun- 
| try. The State banks followed the lead—money be- 


came so plenty it was impossibleto invest it. In 
two short years, near forty millions were expended 
in the purchase of publiclands. The price of pro- 
perty and labcr was nearly doubled. No transaction 
was considered worihy of being mentioned, unless 
millions were involved. Our importations of for- 


.. eign merchandise were almost twice as large as a 


the alternations of prosperity and adversity—of ex- | 


travagance and suffering—the expansions and con- 
tractions in ihe money market—the high and low 
prices of property and commodities, and of labor— 
the plenty and scarcity of money—in a word, the 
distresses with which our people have been cursed, 


-for a few years past, and not be willing now can- 


didly to admit, that it was all the work of the great 
money powers in Europe and America. 

But, we are told sir, that all this suffering has 
been the result of a war, weged by this Govern- 
ment against credit and money corporations. Now, 
sir, I would ask, who has waged this war on credit? 
Was it nct the late Bank of the United States? 
Did she not, from the moment that Gen. Jackson, 
in his first message, intimated his dcubts as to the 
propriety of granting her a recharter, commence a 
reckless system of electioneering? A wide-spread 
and ruinous enlargement of her accommodations, 
and an alarming amount of issue of paper money, 
(to say nothing of her lavish expenditores,) for the 
purpose of producing a powerful influence in ber 
favor? Ia her efforts to gain popularity, was she 
not guilty of abuses, which her warmest friends 
have not been able to justify? Are there not, sir, 
thousands of individuals, who have heretofore sup- 
ported a National Bank, but who have been forced 
to abandon the idea of creating another Na- 
tional Bank, after having witnessed the dangerous 
results produced by such a great moneyed institu- 
tion becoming a partisan in our electioneering 
contests for political powe:? Yey, sir, it was the 
United States Bank who commenced this war on 
credit. She loaned out her millions, until she sup- 
posed she had got the country ripe for a recharter. 
Then, with all her plans well matured, several 
years before her charter was to expire, and just be- 
fore a Presidential election, she asked Congress to 
renew her charter. The work had been done—the 
bill passed both Houses of Congress—and the late 


” ter. 


healthy state of trade would justify, and the spirit 
of speculation and extravagance was carried to a 
most alarming height. But a reaction had to fol- 
low; and it came upon us with all its terrors, and 
with consequences of the most calamitous charac- 
Our merchants were protested in Europe to 


| an amount stated at hundreds of millions; and the 


! alone, were almost incredible. 


failures which took place in our commercial cilies 
The banks sus- 
pended from one end of the Union to the other, 
with the Government funds in their hands; and 
thus were the friends of the Administration forced to 
conclude that all banks were unsafe depositories of 
he public moneys. The President, at the called 
session of Congress, recommended that the public 
deposites should no longer be used for banking pur- 
poses; and that the money ought to be kept from 


| the time of its collection, until it is placed in the 
; hands of disbursing officers, or otherwise expended 


under the regular appropriations, by persons em- 
pl-yed by the Government for that purpose; and 
in safe places, belonging to tke Government itself. 
This recommendation constitutes the height and 
front of the President’s offending, and is the foun- 
dation of the charge of the war upon the credit of 
the country we have so often heard complained.of. 
My own idea is, that its adoption, instead of injar- 
ing, will give stability to credit For my own part, 


| sir, I cannot see how individual eredit has been or 


can be uffected by this measure, if it shall become 


| alaw;and, besides the certain command, which it 
| will afford the Government, of its means whenever 


they are required, I can only see in it, in prospect, 
that it will p:oduce a wholesome restraint upon the 
issaes of the Sta'e banks. I am one of those: 

wish to see the State banks well segala‘ed'by State 
legislation; and wou'd rejoice if-tkéy coald be re- 
strained from issning smalk-notesste-the exclusion 


of gold and silver from eleentatione” Bat J am not 


one of these—and indeed fdesintinow that there are 
any such—who are at thiptiing in favor ofan siete 
sive metallic currency?! Phe power to give banking 
privileges to corp ig belongs exclusively to the 


States It baa been exerejeed by them, and they cans 
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not now be deprived of this power. The price of pro- 
perty should never be permitted to fall, if it can be 
avoided, below a fair and proper standard of value; 
and the wages of labor ought always to be propor- 
tioned to the price of the art:c'es the laborer con- 
sumes. But, sir, all regulations on this subject be- 
long to the States; and I think we wiil best consult 
the public good, by leaving to the Siates to deter- 
mine what is best for the interest of their people. 
But we are te'd by those who oppose these re- 
solutions, that no one con'ends that the United 
States can assume the payment of the State dets, 
butthat they do contend that the proceeds of the'sales 
ef the public lands may be distributed among the 
States, to be applied by them to the payment of 
their debts, if they thing fit to doso. They ad- 
mit the injustice of involving the States which do 
not owe any thirg, for the purpose of paying the 
debts of those who are in debt. And yet there is 
no diffecence in reality between assuming in the 
one case, and paying in the other, excepting that, 


by paying the land revenne to the States, you di-. 


vertso much of the public revenue, not only to 
make payments for the debtor States, but, also, for 
purpose of making proportional donations to all 
the other States. Every dollar thus draw from the 
Treasury, creates the necessity of raising a like 
amount off of the people, to meet the public ex- 
penditures. Tt is, in fact, taking the money of all 
the people to pay the debts of certain States, and 
also to give the people’s money away to other 
States, who do not want it. 

But, say they, the proceeds of the public lands 
belong to the States; and since the national 
debt is diseharged, they have a legal rght to 
claim all the land revenue as their own. Let us 
examine the correctness and the validity of this 
claim, which has been so pertenaciously set up 
for the States The public lands incloded within 
the hounds.ef the Union, established by the treaty 
of peace, made at the close of the Revolution, with 
Great Britain, became the property of the United 
States; first, by the States claiming the right of 
pre-emption, surrendering that right to the United 
States; and then by the subsequent extinguish- 
ment of the Indian title by the United States. And 
upon what terms, sir, did the States surrencer this 
right of pre-emption? They stipulated for the 
complete payment of all their debts; and then pro- 
vided that the prcceeds of the sales of the lands 
should te applied to no other purpose whatever, ex- 
cept to the support of the National Government. 
Itis said, that after the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution, that as the States no longer contri- 
buted, as States, to the support of the Government, 
but as its support is now drawn from the whole 
people, that therefore, the preceeds of the public 
lands have again become the property of the States. 
This ground cannot be maintained, when we take 
into view the objects and purposes, for which the 
surrenders were made. All the States claimed that 
the contributions of each should be proportiona- 
bly lessened by the amount of the revenue derived 
from the sale of these lands; and it was in erder 
that. the tax upon the people of all the States 
might be thus proportionably Jessened, that the 
Statea insisted that the title to the public lands 
sheuld be vested in the United States. This was 
the compromise made by the confederated States. 
The express stipulation in their deeds ef cession, 
that the proceeds were to be applied to the public 
expenditure, and to no other purpose whatsoever, 
absolutely forbids the idea that such proceeds can 
be lawfally returned to the States. Suppose that 
Congress should think fit to raise the revenue from 
direct taxation, and not from customs, and that the 
proceeds cf the sales of the public lands were dis- 
tributed to the States, would not the people of the 
non-debtor States have to be higher taxed than 
those of the debtor States, to raise the additional 
revenue which this distribution would necessarily 
give rise to? The money would be drawn from the 
pockets of the people to support the National Go- 
vernment, whilst the land revenue would be taken 
from.them and given to the States? The objects 
for which the public lands were surrendered by the 
States which claimed them, remained precisely the 
same after, as before, the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution; and the change in the mode of raising 


the additional amount of revenue necessary for the 
support of the Government, did not, in the slight- 
est degree, alter the provision that the sales of the 
lands should be applied to the public expenditure, 
and to no ether purpose whatsoever. This land 
revenue belongs to the people of the United States, 
in their national character, and cannot be lawfully 
taken from them and given to the States. The 
Indian title has been extinguished by the money of 
the people of the United States, precisely as their 
money has been applied to the payment of the 
purchases of Louisiana and Florida. There is no 
difference whatever in the title of the people of the 
United States to the lands surrendered by the 
States, and to that purchased from France and 
Spain, except that the States imposed, in their case, 
the condition upon the Government, which the Con- 
stitation imposed in the other cases. Who can 
contend that the States are entitled to the proceeds 
of the sales of the lands purchased from France 
and Spain? As well might they contend for the 
proceeds of the sales of our national ships, or of 
the public buildings and grounds within this Dis- 
trict. That portion, too, of the public lands not 
sold, within the limits of the’ country relinquished 
by the States, is now so inconsiderable that it is 
only when added to the undisputed land revenue 
that it becomes an object, or would yield an 
amount worth distributing; and as there is no pros- 
pect of a surplus revenue for several years to come, 
but, on- the contrary, as there exists ən ab- 
solute necessity for several millions of mo- 
ney to pay the annual national expendi- 
tures, more than will be yielded bcth from the 
customs and the lands, all the moneys derived from 
the lands relinquished by the States, will almost 
inevitably be applied 1o their legitimate purpose, 
before it can be hoped that such a state of things 
will exist as would justify even those who think 
the States are entitled to the proceeds of those 
lands, seriously to press the question of distribu- 
tion. The Senator from Kentucky acknowledged 
that, partly on this account, he had declined to 
bring forward his distribution bill at this session. 
I beleve, sir, that the States have no right to the 
land revenue, other than they have to the money 
derived from other sources. The new States have 
been forced to surrender their right to tax the lands 
of the United States within their limits, in order to 
gain admission into the Union. This surrender of 
State sovereignty places them upon an unequal 
footing with the other States. The old States have 
not only a right to all the public lands within their 
limits, but have a'so the undisputed right to tax, 
for their support, every foot of appropriated land. 
This, sir, is a most grievous inequality; and the 
only wonder with me is, that the new States were 
ever induced to submit toit. If they had the right to 
tax the public lands, as they have to tax those of 
their own citizens, and non-residents, the owner- 
ship of the Government over so much cf their soil 
would not be as oppressive as it now is. The Fe- 
deral Government contributes nothing to the sup- 
port of their State Governments—nothing to the 
making of their roads and highways—nothing to 
their improvements, unless it be under contract, or 
as a voluntary donation—and nothing towards the 
opening and clearing of lands, and rearing up of 
magnificent towns and cities, and beautiful vil- 
lages. And yet, sir, by all these means, and the 
labors and moneys of the citizens of the new 
S:ates, are the public lands vastly enhanced in va- 
lue, and made to be a great source of national 
wealth. It is true, sir, that, to lessen this great ine- 
quality, some lands have been given for school 
purposes, and in one or two instances for State im- 
provements, when regarded as of national impor- 
tance: but, sir, it is ın spite of the oppressive own- 
ership which the Federal Government exercises 
over the public lands within the limits of 
the new Sta'es, that they have grown up, 
and have now become the most flourishing 
members of the American Confederacy. No- 
thing ceuld be more fatal to the interests of 
the new States, than the adoption of the principle 
of distributing the proceeds of the public lands. Jt 
brings the interests of the States, as communities, in 
direct conflict with the interests of the citizens of 
the new States. Those who are, or who desire to 


| which the House was now placed. 


become, citizens of the new States, wish to get the 
lands they need for cullivation upon the cheapest 
terms possible. The easier the lands can be ac- 
quired, the larger will be the emigration, and the 
greater the population of the new States. Make 
it the interest of a majority of the States to keep 
up or to raise the price of the public lands, and 
you forbid forever all hope of the citizens of the 
new States to obtain pre-emption or graduation 
acts; and you cut them off from an increase of 
population, and from the hope of rendering all the 
lands available in the support of their State Go- 
vernments. 

For my own part, sir, I can see no difference 
between the land revenue and the impost revenue; 
and I consider the appopriation of either to the 
payment of the debts of the States, would be 
equaily unconstitutional, dangerous, unjust, and 
inexpedient, and I have, therefore, felt myself 
called upon, by the highest considerations of duty, 
as well as from a sense of justice to the States, to 
the United States, and to foreign Governments, to 
submit these considerations to the Senate. Icon- 
clude, sir, by expressing a fervent hope that our 
free institutions may be always able to withstand 
the dangerous and insidious encroachments of that 
worst of despotisms, an aristocracy of wealth. 


SPEECH OF MR. PICKENS, 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

In the House of Representatives, December 10, 1839— 
On the subject of the New Jersey disputed elec- 
tion. f 
Mr. Pickens presqnied Ahe following resolu- 

tion, which was capa which, he said, he of- 


fered as an amendment fo the resolut.on of his 
colleague, [Mr. THombsoy:] 

“Resolved, That the commitgec to be raised on the New Jer- 
sey election, be confined toe question who is entitled to the 
‘returns’ of election for the T wènty-sixth Congress.” 


Mr. PICKENS said fhe desired 10 state very 
simply the position ra If the House, in 


its wisdom, chose to raise a select committee on 
this New Jersey electfon, he desired that it should 
be confinsd to some definite mode of action, and 
to a distinct question submitted by this House. He 
desired it should be confined to the question, who 
are entitled to the returns of election as members 
from the State of New Jersey to the Twenty-sixth 
Congress? He concurred in the remarks which 
had been made by his colleague [Mr. W. Tuome- 
son] in regard to the difficult position in 
He (Mr. 
Pickens) had understood that the House would 
be thus involved, and therefore he had voted 
against the resolution of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Wisk.] He had voted against the re- 
solution of his colleague, [Mr. Raert,] which was 
adopted as the order of this Huuse. He (Mr. P.) 


| foresaw, or thought he foresaw, the very difficulty 


with which they were now about te contend; and 


' he would keie take occasion to say, that he had 


voted against the resolution of the gentleman from 
Virginia, because he [Mr. P.] desired a different 
mode of action. If he had been called upon to 
vote on that resolution on the first, second, or third 
day of the session, he would have voted in the affir- 
mative. He did think, when he came here, that 
the certifcate of the Governor ought to entitle the 
members holding it to be called, so as to be enrolled 
for organization. He thought so before this discus- 
sion had progressed. He desired that course of pro- 
ceeding, simply that efficiency might be given to the 
organization of this House. The House, however, 
chose to pursue a different course. This was his 
open sentiment, and he had never disguised it. He 
thought it was dae to the country—that it was due 
to order, that the House should have pursued that 
course. He thought it was due to the country that 
that triumphant party, denominated the Republican 
party, flushed as it was with victory, should have 
taken that course. He repeated this was his senti- 
meni, and he had never changed it. But the House 
thought proper to takea different course; and it 
had been involved, day after day, in scenes which, 
to say the least, were of very Jittle credit to the 
American Congress. It was to avoid these scenes 
that he desired the course he had spoken of should 
betaken, But the House thought proper to al- 
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low testimony to be brought forward. True, it 
was testimony not exactly formal, but such as en- 
titled him, being a judge under the Constitution, to 
decide the simple question who were entitled to the 
returns. This was a question made under the 
Constitution itself, and he contended that this 
House had aright to decide that question, and 
could have decided it the very first day, if they 
had thought proper to do so. 

Mr. P. here read the following clause from the 
Constitution of the United States: 

“Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and 
qualifications of itsown members.” 

It will thus be seen (continued Mr. P.) that the 
Constitution itself makes three distinct subjects 
upin which this House can judge and decide, 
namely, the elections, returns, and qualifications of 
its members. I contend that these are, in their na- 
ture, distinct question. You may decide that a 
member, returned by the majority of votes, is en- 
titled to the returns, and yet you may decide that 
he is totally unqualified under the Constitation. 
Suppose, for instance, that a majority of voters 
should return here a man under twenty-five years 
of age, or an alien. This goes to the qualifica- 
tion of the member; and I contend that if he held 
' amajority of votes at the polls, he would be enti- 
tled to be returned, but that he would not be quali- 
fied to take his seat. And this illustrates the 
whole matter, that the questions are in their whole 
nature distinct and separate. So it was, he said, 
a man may have a majority at the polls, and yet 
may not be elected; and so the House might de- 
cide that a man was a member, and yet that he 
was not entitled to the returns. They are all se- 
parate questions. 

Here, in the development and progress of this 
case, we have seen one notorious fact admitted by 
the papers, admitted by the gentleman from New 
Jersry, when questioned upon this point; thatis to 
say, that the majority of the voters of New Jersey 
gave their votes to other members than those to 
whom the certificate of the Governor has been 
given. The gentleman (Mr. RanpoLPH] has ad- 
mitted that there were a majority of votes on the 
other side, but says they were not legal? Now 
who has decided that they were not lega? Was it 
the local authorities of New Jersey? The Governer, 
the Clerk, or the judges of election? I lay down 
this broad proposition, and I challenge gentlemen 
to the argument; that there is no authority in any 
State officer to judge and decide upon the legality 
of votes after they have been deposited in the 
ballot box, or received at the polls. You may 
challenge a voter at the yolls, and if challenged 
for good cau-e, his vote cannot be received. But 
if you go beyond this power, it wou'd inevitably 
lead to confusion and fraud, and transfer the judi- 
cial power of this House to the local officers of 
States. 

Mr. P. proceeded. The proposition I maintained 
is, that under the clause of the Constitution of the 
United States, which I have read, we are created 
Sole and exclusive judges of the returns. I use the 
language of the Constitution, and I say that no 
State authority can interpose to purge the polls 
after the ballot has been deposited, or after the 
votes have been received, (viva voce, if you choose, ) 
unless it be to carry out the Iccal policy of the 
States as to qualifications. There is anotherc!ause 
of the Constitution, which shows that the voters 
for this House are intended to be of the same class 
of voters as those who are entitled to vote for 
members of Legislature. But upon the power to 
judge of returns and elections, there can te no 
concurrent jurisdiction connected with these ques- 
tions, on the part of any State authority, 
without a palpable violation of the Constitution. 
Admit that, and what is the result? And here I 
will observe that, in reflecting upcen this issue, I 
have been forcibly struek with the wisdom and 
philosophy of this noble instrument, (holding up 
the Constitution of the United States.) But sup- 
pose the contrary doctrine to be true; this House 
would be at the mercy of conflic'ing jadgments in 
the States, as one party or another might, from 
time to time, be in the ascendency. It 13 in accord- 
ance with the very genius of the Government that 
this branch of it should be independent; and, in 
erder to maintain its independence, it must be the 
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exclusive judge of the returns. You cannot get 
over that plain and palpable provision of the Con- 
stitution. Itis not pretended here that any local 
authoriry is given to the cfficers of New Jersey to 
purge the polls after the votes have been deposited. 
I did not understand that question to have been 
raised; but, I repeat, it is admitted that a majority 
of the votes were on the other side. That being so, 
I contend that it is for us to say who are entitled 
to the returns, and that that single question does 
not involve other questions in regard to the election. 

I am not disposed to treat with disrespect the 

ceriifica‘e of the Governor. This House has no 
right to pass censure upon him. He acted asa 
State officer, and, if he did not probably act with 
wisdom, still I do not doubt that he acted under a 
conscientious belief that he was a mere ministerial 
officer of the law. That may be. He may have 
supposed that he was doing his duty. He gave 
the certificate upon the returns made by the clerks, 
and announced that he could not look behind them. 
He looked upon himself as the mere ministerial re- 
gister, and supposed that his certificate was to be 
viewed in that light, and in that light only. But 
other gentlemen may be entitled to returns, not- 
withstanding his certificate. And my proposition 
is gthis: that there is no authority in the State of 
New Jersey to judge of the legality of votes; and 
that, after the votes have been deposiled, those 
who received the majorily are entitled to the re- 
turns; and that we are made the sole and exclusive 
judges of the legality. I contend that there was 
vast wisdom in this provision of the Constitution, 
and that the framers intended us to be a co-ordi- 
nate branch of this Government, entirely independ- 
ent, and that this House alone should decide upon 
the elections, returns, and qualifications of its mem- 
bers Without that provision, what comes of all 
our independence? I contend that the question is 
now before us in a taugible shape. 

Some gentlemen say that the House is not con- 
stituticnally organized. I think there is some con- 
fusion of ideas here. The Constitution says: 

“Congress shall assemble at least once in every year; and 

such meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless 
they shall, by law, appointa different day.” : 

That (continued Mr. P.) is the day appointed 
by the Constitution for Congress to assemble. 

What is Congress? Analyze the idea. It iscom- 
p»sed of members elected by the people of the 
States, who ae chosen every other year under this 
eonstitational provision, and who are entitled to 

assemble here as the Constitu‘ion directs. The 
Constitution then gces on to define what shall con- 
stitute the House of Representativer. ‘It declares 
the House of Representatives shall be compored of 
members chosen every second year by the people 
of the several States.” It does not say of members 
and a Speaker, but of members chcsen by the peo- 
ple. This constitutes a House of Representatives, 
in the definition of the Constitution. The same 
instrument declares “that the House of Represen- 
tatives shall choose their Speaker and other offi- 
cers.” This presupposes the existence. of a House 
competent, at least, to decide upon its own organi- 
zation. Can the constitntional existence of the 
House be more clearly defined and demonstrated? 
It is chopping logic upon words to deny our legal 
existence. Now, gentlemen suppose we must take 
an oath before we can act, jadge, or decide. Let 
us read that provision. And it is to be observed 
that it is a mere general provision. 

t The Senators and Representatives before men- 
tioned, and the members of several! State Leg'sla- 
tures, and all executive and judicial officers, both 
of the United States, and of the several States, shall 
be bound by oath or affirmation, to support the 
Constitution.” Now, (continued Mr. P.) I will 
ask, does the Constitution prescribe the time when 
this oath shall be taken? Does it say that it shall 
be on the first, second, or last day of the session? 
The law of seventeen hundred and eighty-nine pre- 
scribesand authorizes the oldest member on this floor 
to administer an oath to the Speaker, and then pre- 
scribes the mode in which the Speaker shall admin- 
ister it to lhe members. But Mr. P. contended that 
the Constitution iself having fixed the day of meet- 
ing, the House of Representatives are a body on 
the first Monday of December, competent to decide 
on questions of returns; and, if we think proper, to 
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go into the whole question of election. That, how- 
ever, would be vastly inexpedient. But on a ques- 
tion of mere qualifications and returns—if an is- 
sue be raised, and it is objected that one class of 
members be falsely returned, we are then compe- 
tent to decide that question, and we must, from ne- 
cessity, do so. It is inherent in the power and the 
right to organize. 

Now, let us disentangle ourselves from this con- 
fusion of ideas. The legal apportionment of Re- 
presentatives gives this House two hundred and 
forty-two members, and the Constitution has, in 
expressed terms, made them exclusive judges on 
questions of “elections, returns, and qualifica- 
tions.” Suppose, instead of that constitutional 
provision, that it had been declared that A or B 
were to be exclusive judges on those questions, 
would there be any difficulty in deciding upon the 
pint? The whole confusion arises from the idea 
of having twohundred and forty-two judges instead 
of only one. If only one judge had been created 
by the Constitution, there would be no difficulty in 
in deciding the whole question on the first day. 
Yet, as far as right and legal principle are involved, 
it is the same thing. 

Viewing the subject in this light, and foreseeing 
the difficuities that must inevitably arise, I was dis- 
posed to confine the whole question to a question of 
returns, and I contend that we are the competent 
judges of that question whenever we think proper 
to take it. Itis not only sound sense, but sound 
policy, to keep the question separate. If ‘you de-’ 
cide that the mere returns of officers must, in all 
cases, conclude the judgment of this House as to 

who are entitled to their seats and to the 
returns, then you hold out the greatest temp- 
tations to bitter and contending parties to per- 
petrate fraud and injustice by false ` returns. 
The consequence will be, that when, this House 
may be considered as equally balanced, and 
power and empire are at stake, the elective fran- 
chise will be at the mercy of ob.cure and irrespon- 
sible officers, and this House will be made any- 
thing and every thing that their profligacy and par- 
ty bitterness may choose. It is of the very essence 
of our system that we shou!d be the exclusive 
guardians and judges of our own creation and for- 
mation. Whether right or wrong, our judgment 
over returns, qualifications, and elections, must be 
exclusive and untrammeled. Any other doctrine 
must introduce imbecility and impotency into this, 
the very centre of vitality in our system. 

In presenting these views to the House, I have 
acted entirely on my own judgment, and I have 
introduced a resolution to meetthe precise issue, 
according to my conscientious conviction of the 
truth of the case. I believe that we are the judges 
—I believe, according to the developments which 
have been made on this floor, the gentlemen who 
have the certificate of the Governor are not entitled 
to the returns; and, so believing, I am prepared to 
meet the question. I was prepared to do so several 
days ago. I desire to decide it now, frankly, fair- 
ly, and boldly, before the wortd, without the tram- 
mels and the collateral issues that have been'thrown 
around it by the technicalities of county eoarf spee ` 
cial pleading. I act here on my own responsibility. « 

I do not propose any thing which is the result of 
concert, of caucus, or of understandiog entered 
into out of this House. I act alone upon my con- 
viction of what I belive to be true, and right, and 
just. 

Sir, we have seen too much party organiza- 
tion and party.dril. If there is one evil of the pre- 
sent day, greater than another, itis that miserable 
party spirit, on both sides, which seems dispcsed to | 
draw every member into humble subserviency: to 
the dictates of a few leaders. b 


There is another sentiment which I entertain, — 
and which I will here avow. It is this: that during ` 
the last Administration there has been two strong 
executive action in this Government;and itis time 
that the Representatives of the peep'e should assert 
their independence, and trampie on the ties of 
party—looking only to the geod of the country, tO 
the sanctity of the Constitution, and to the preser- 
vation of their own honor and independence. If- 
there be one object more dear fo me than another, it 
is, that I may'see this House receemed and regene- 
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rated—that I may see it break loose from its sub- 
serviency to that monster god of party, which 
is reared up on every side, and which claims from 
its victims a base, devoted, and blind idolatry. 

Sir, I have proposed a resolution which Í believe 
will meet the truth of the case. I believe that we 
are the exclusive judges of the whole subject-mat- 
ter, made so by the Constitution itself, in language 
too plain to be misunderstood. The time and 
manner of deciding is a mere matter of expediency. 
I maintain, alo, that there can be no concurrent 
jurisdiction upon this question by any State autho- 
rity; and in maintaining this, I maintain the inde- 

ndence of this House, which I believe to be es- 
sential to the preservation of American liberty. 

The propositions, then, which I desire to be de- 
cided, are, first; that this House is the supreme aod 
sole judge of the elections, returns, and qualifica- 
tions of its members. And secondly, that no State 
officer has a right to jadge of the legality of votes, 
afier they have been received; and that those who 
have received a majority of the votes polled are, 
by right, entitled to the retaras. Upon that prin- 


ciple, I voted yesterday in the case of ‘he gentle- | 


man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Nayvor.] It is 
precisely the case at issue. 


rent returns; one member is admi ted to have a ma- 


jority, but another gentleman assumes that they | 
are illegal votes, and the judges assume to them- | 


selves the right to throw out the whole Northern 
Liberties. 
under the Constitution. Their acts were void, and 
the mater most be left to this tribunal only. It is 
this which shall govern my vote. When I come 
as a judge to decide on the merits of the election, 
then it may be different as to final jadgment. h 
will depend upun the fact, whether enough, from 
those who received ihe majerity of votes, shall be 
proved to be illegal, to violate the election. All votes 
deposited and received by the proper officers into 
the ballot box, must be presumed to be legal, until 
otherwise shown. This is sound sense as well as 
law. Upon these questions, I assert the power of 
the House to judge fully, but I deny the authority 
of the officers of the State of Pennsylvania, under 
the laws, to reject votes, afier those votes have been 
deposited in the ballot box. 

S.anding upon this principle, I am teady to 
give my vote in the New Jersey case, and I am 
disposed at once to meet the que-tion, (which may 
be as well decided now, as a month hence,) who 
are entitled to the returns. As far as ulterior ob- 


jects are concerned, I know the supposed delicacy 
of my posiiion at present; but I scorn to suppress 
my sentimen!s. 

I would not wear the proucest diadem that ever 
glittered upon a monarch’s brow, if I could not 
wear it unshackled and free. I would not tarn to the 
right or left for political favor. I hold no sentiments. 
in my closet which I will not avow to the world. 
In my opinion, it is due to the dignity of the House 
to meet this question calmly and decidedly. I am 
ready to vote. I! you let the whole subject-matter 
gv toa committ-e, you will involve us in questions 
which will not be decided this session. If you 
choose to confine them to the question of returns, 
you can do so, and we can have prompt action; 
but any other course wiil lead to confusion and 
delay. 
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SMALL BANK NOTES. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE. 
Wepnesnay, Feb. 26, 1840. 
The following resolution, submitied on Monday 
by Mr. Bucnanan, was taken up for co sidera- 


of inquiring into the expediency of proposing to the Siates; 
such an amendment to the Federa! Constitution as 
a larger specie basis for the circulation of the country, by profi- 
biting the issue and circulation of bank notes and other p 
currency of denominations 80 low as to prevent the cifcu 
of gold and silver in the ordinary transactions of busi 
in payment of the wages of, labor. f 
Mr. WEBSTER s:id that he wished to treat the 
motion of the honorable member from Pennsylva- 
nia with perfect courtesy and respect, and felt re- 
luctant to oppose it, as it proposed on!y a commit- 
tee for inquiring into the expediency of a measure. 


Yet, with the opinion which he held on the sub- 


There you have diffe- | 


I maintain that they had no such right | 
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ject to which it referred, he could not let it pass 
under circumstances from which his concurrence 
in it, in any degree, might be inferred. We had 
recently had experience of the evil consequences 
of dissenting, at the beginning, from things which 
must be opposed in the end. 


His objections to the resolution were, first, that | 


Congress already possessed full and adequate 
powersover the currency. What was wanted was 
the exercise of those powers. We had full power 
to regulate commerce, and currency, whether me- 
tallic or paper, as the great instrument of com- 
merce; but had ceased to exercise this power. If 
we proposed to amend the Constitation, in order 
to get new powers, it would imply that we thought 
our present powers not ample. Now, he thought 
them ample. If we would only exercise them as 
they had been exercised successfully for forty 
years, we could accomplish, probably, all we 
desired. At any rate, we did not exercise them at 
all. 

His next objection was, that there was not the 
least reason to suppose that any such proposed 
amendment would prevail. The States derived 
revenue from their banks. They were in favor of 
the circulation of small notes, and would not be 
at all likely to consent to the suppression of them; 
atleast not so many of the States as would be re- 
quired. Nor, indeed, did he see any reason to 
think that the constitutional majority of the two 
Houses of Congress could be obtained in favor of 
the proposition. 

If, indsed, nothing else was to be proposed; if 
we were to do nothing, nor have any thing done, 
til the Constitution could be amended, as was how 
proposed, and until we found relief in the effect of 
such amendments, the condition of things, he con- 
fessed, was even more deplorable than he had yet 
been quite willing to regard it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that, on this preliminary 
question, he should de'ain the Senate with but a 
very brief exposit:on of his views in presenting the 
resolution. Indeed, he had not anticipated any 
debate upon the subject, supposing that Senators 
would have waited until the report of the commit- 
tee should be made. 

In the first place, (said Mr. B.) no gentleman 
will deny the truth of the proposition, that it is de- 
sirable to infuse into the general circulation of the 
country a much larger proportion of goldand silver 
than exists at present. Every thing which we see, 
and hear, and feel around us, must convince us all 
that this is an object of the first importance. On 
this point, therefore, I shali offer no argument upon 
the present occasion. 

What, then, is the only possible mode of accom- 
plishing this purpose? It is a law of currency al- 
most as universal in its operation as any law of 
nature, that paper and specie of the same denomi- 
nations cannot circulate together. We all recollect 
ihe celebrated message sent by Mr. Burke to Mr. 
Pitt, in the year 1797 or 1798, that, if he consented 
to the issue of one pound notes, he would never see 
a guinea again. The subsequent experience of 
England had proved the sagaci'y of the statesman; 
and guineas and sovereigns were almost aS com- 
pletely banished from general circulation in that 
kingdom as if they did not exist. After a perse- 
vering struggle of many years, lei by their most 
distingui-hed statesmen of both the great political 
parties; the five pound note policy, originally advo- 
categ’by the celebrated Adam Smith, finally pre- 
vaijéd. One pound notes were excluded from cir- 
cofation, and, in the course of a very few years, it 
‘as estima‘ed that one-half of the currency of that 
ountry consisted of the prec’ous metals. Their 
lowest bank note is now of the denomination of 
about twenty-four doilars. They have now about 
half and haif of paper and specie. 

What is the condition of ourown conntry in this 
respect? Can our half eagles circulate together 
with five dollar notes? That they do not, must be 
admitted by all. Will eag'es ever circulate gene- 
rally in a country where there are ten dollar notes 
issued in abundance to take their place? In those 
States where one dollar notes are in general circu- 
lation, it is almost as rare a thing to see a silver dol- 
lar as it is in other States, where five dollar notes 
circulate, to find a half cagle. 


If there ever was a question upon which there 
had appeared to bea unanimous, or an almost 
unanimous, opinion among our public men of all 
parties, it was in regard to the necessity of exclud- 
ing from circulation all bank notes and other paper 
currency of a less denomination than twenty dol- 
lars, This, all admit, ought to be effected gra- 
dually, and in such a manner as to give no shock 
to the business of the country; but all agree in the 
ultimate object. It was a favorite principle with 
General Jackson, and had found equal favor with 
the present President of the United States. My 
friend from Misscuri [Mr. Benton] had presented 
this question to the Senate some years ago, and, on 
his motion, we had adopted an amendment, with 
unexampled unanimity, prohibiting the officers of 
the Government from receiving or disbursing bank 
notes of a less denomination than twenty dollars. 

The same principle had been adopted in the ce- 
lebrated currency bil; and, under its previsions, 
after a certain period, the notes of no bank which 
issued notes of a less dencmination than twenty 
dollars were to be received in the payment of the 
dues to the Government. The Senator from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Rives] had, on that occasion, made the 
ablest speech he had ezer heard him deliver on th’s 
floor, in favor of the prnciple of excluding from 
circulation notes under twenty dollars 

Now, sir, can human ingenuity devise any mode 
of accomplishing this object so much desired by 
all, but by an amendment of the Constitution? If 
it can, I should adopt that course. I hold the Con- 
stitution in such reverence, that I would not offer 
to amend it without absolute necessity. I woud 
apply the rule of epic poetry to its provisions—{ 
forgot the Latin quotation—and say that the power 
of a divinity ought never to be invoked without ab- 
solu e necessity. To use the phrase of the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun,] T can see 
no mode under God’s heavens of accomplishing the 
object but by amending the Constitution. If one 
State undertakes to make this reform, what is the 
consequence? Other States will not adopt in and 
their five and ten dollar notes fillup the vacuum. 
Hence, in self-defence, those States which desire a 
reform are obliged to submit to the evi's of the 
small note currency. There is no mode of reach- 
irg it but by proposing to all the States an amend- 
ment to the Constitution which will be alike bind- 
ing on all. ‘ 

If I concurred in cpinion with the Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Wester] that Ccngress alrea- 
dy pcssess the power of regulating the currency of 
the States, I certainly shou'd not propose such an 
amendment. . His sentiments are peculiar upon 
the subject, and I should be glad that he would 
point out the particular manner in which this can 
be accomplished. It is certainly not by the agency 
of a Bank of the United States; because, if such 
an inst.tution should ever be re-established, and I 
trust it never may, you could only provide by its 
charter that it should not issue notes under twenty 
dollars. No man will contend that this wou'd prc- 
vent the issue and circulation, under the authority 
of the States, of notes of smaller denominations. 

Who doubts the utility of such a regulation to 
the banks themselves? At present, when there is a 
demand for go'd and silver for exportation, and 
their vaults become exhausted, they have no moče 
of rep'enishing them. The specie necessary for this 
purpuse is not in circulation in the country. „Adopt 
this amendmint, ard the difficulty will at once 
vanish. As the specie is withdrawn from them, 
the void will be supplied by their drawing upon 
the circulation of the country for the necessary 
amount. Let there be a general circulation of 
half „specie and half paper; and the danger of sus- 
pensions of specie payments will be comparatively 
at an end. 

But I promised that I should not detain the Se- 
nate long, and I shall not be drawn into a general 
piscussion of ihe meri's of the propori ion at tbis 
stage, unless compelled to do so by the course of 
other gertiemen. 

Mr. WEBSTER said that if there was any £eA° 
tleman in the Senate who had, earlier than himse'f, 
suggested and urged the necessity of keeping stea- 
dily a considerable quantity of specie in the coun- 
try by the disuse of small notes, he did not know 
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who that gentleman was. But things had taken a 
different tura. States which had not allowed the 
issue of small notes, had found it necessary to re- 
lax, and he therefore saw no reason to expect the.r 
concurrence. 

He had before said that Congress possessed 
already possessed plenary power. And if Con- 
gress would proceed to exercise its powers, if it 
would begin with approved methods, if it would 
act judiciously, according to circumstances, adopt- 
ing gentle, natural, and yet promising measures, if 

. jt should hereafter be found that any thing done 
under State laws was repugnant to the laws of 
Congress, why, then, it was clear by the Constitu- 
tion that such State laws must be modified, or give 
way to the laws of Congress. 

Mr. STRANGE said he would not object to the 
reference, if he entertained any doubt upon the 
question of expediency presented in the resolation. 
But he entertained none. He felt the clearest cor- 
victions that the agitation of this question at this 
lime, was altogether unfortunate, looking to its im- 

mediate effecis, either upon the political party to 
which he belonged, or its ultimate operation upon 
the welfare of the country. In a party sense he 
thought it highly impolitic, in the midst of a great 
politcal baule, to assume a new position., The 
ground we now occupy is an advantageous ore, 
and the current of events is setting in our favor. 
The issue heretofore submitted to the people, after 
much misrepresentation, is now coming to be fully 
understood; we are clearly right in it, and we are 
certain of being sustained. In proposing somc- 
thing new at this juncture, even if our views upon it 
shou! |}, in the end, p:ove correct, we must expect to go 
throagh the same misty cloud of misrepresentation, 
through which we have already passed in reference to 
the Independent Treasury, and it is by no means cer- 
tain that our explanations would reach the public 
mind in time for the approaching crisis. In the 
present organization cf parties, and upon existing 
issues, there is no doubt of our triumph; bat in dis- 
solving the present elements of party and forming 
new combinations, which would probably be the ef- 
fect of presenting new issues, he could not be an- 
swerable for the result. Whether the proposed 
amendment to the Constitution would be adopted, 
he thought exceedingly doubtful; but, if at all, it 
would be after a very long struggle, and the effects 
of that straggle were as uncertain as its result. 

Bat if adopted, he thought its ultimate effect up- 
on the welfare of the country highly pernicious. It 
would engraft expressly upon the Federal Constitu- 
tion the present banking system. At present, hap- 
ply, it had no place there except by construction; 
and he was altogether averse to giving it a sclemn 
recognition in the body of that sacred instrument. 
He agreed with the Senator from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Bucnanan] that a broader specie basis for the 
issues of the banks was desirable; but he was un- 
willing to obtam it at such a price. While the 
connection existed by law between bank and State, 
he thought it wise to avail ourselves of that connec- 
tion to compel! the banks to widen their specie basis. 
Bat thal connection by law was now dissolved, and 
he was nct disposed to form it again by constitu- 
tional provisions. He believed the evils in the 
banking system are in a fair way to correct them- 
selves. Public opinion is pushing them onwards 
in that direction. 

He believed, as he s'ated among his first re- 
marks upen the Independent Treasury, that public 
opinion was hastening to that poiut when our late 
banking sysiem would be looked back upon with 
as much amazement at the folly of its dupts, 
as we do now upon the delusions ef the cotempo- 
raries of John Law. This iesolution, instead of 
conducing to bank reform, as seems to be antici- 
pated by the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bu- 
cHanaN,] will revive the old abuses. They will 
put foith with renewed vigor; and should the 
amendme.t to the Constitu:ion be made as přo- 
posed, to what use that amendment may be ap- 
plied, no one can conceive. Aided by the princi- 
ple of construction, so much admired on the other. 
s de, a Constitution, or a clause of it, like a piece 
of India rubber, may be stretched to an indefinite 
extent; nay, like beaten gold, a grain may be made 
to. cover acres, Let the Opposition once get a con- 
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stitutional connection established between the banks 
and the Government, and what they make out of 
it no man can foresee. So far from agreeing with 
the Senator from Masiachusetis that we had al- 
ready the constitutional power to act directly upon 
the paper currency of the country, he did not be- 
lieve the framers of the Constitution contemplated 
its existence; he was confident they did not mean to 
give to Congress the power of regulating it further 
than the exercise of their power in relation to the 
coin might incidentally do so. And he was de- 
cidedly of opinion that it was not expedient that 
any such direct power should be possessed by Con- 
gress. Fer these reasons, he was not inclined to 
vote for the resolution. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that the Senator from. 
Massachusetts [Mr. Wesster] had now made a 
distinct avowal of the mode by which he would 
restrain the issue and circulation of bank notes of 
the smaller denominations. He thought that 
Congress possessed the power of accomplishing this 
purpose by direct legislation upon the banks of the 
States. He wouid not, upon the present occasion, 
argue this broad question with the Senator; but 
should content himself by declaring that he was 
entirely opposed to any such construction of the 
Constitution. At the proper time, he shouid be 
ready tocompare notes with him upon this branch 
of the subject. 

The Senator had stated that it wculd be a vain 
effort to apply to the States for such an amendment 
to the Constitution; and in proof of this assertion 
had observed that several of those States which had 
prohibited the issue of bank notes under five dollars 
had fallen back, and now authorized the circula- 
tion of notes under that denommation. But what 
was the chief cause of this retrograde movement? 
It is not that these States believed it was vain 
singly to at'empt the reform, when the only effect 
of their individual action was to substitute the 
small notes of other States instead of their own? 
For the want of such an amendment to the Consti- 
tution as is now intended to be proposed, several 
of the States opposed to the circulation of small 
notes, have felt themselves compelled, I think un- 
wisely, to abandon the policy on which they had 
embarked.] 

If the proposed amendment be right in itself, it 

-will eventually prevail. He had such an abiding 
confidence in the intell gence and patriot sm of the 
people of the coun ry, that he was convinced that, 
if the public interest demanded the measure, it 
would be finally adopted. So far as he was ac- 
quainted with the indications of public opinion in 
his own State, they were decidedly favorable. He 


was determined to bring the question fully and | 


fairly before the people, so far as an humble indi- 
vidual could; and whatever might be the result of 
his present attempt, to pursue the subject with en- 
ergy and perseverance, until success should crown 
his efforts, or he should discover that success was 
not attainable. 

He would say afew words in reply to the Sena- 
tor from North Carolina, (Mr. Strance ] Mr. B. 
was a plain, practical man, and was content to con- 
sider haman affairs as they were, not as gentlemen 
might think they ought to be, or would be, at some 
remote period of time. On this question, he feared 
there was a radical difference between the Sena‘or 
and himself. There were twenty-six States of th s 
Union, who had all, from their origin, exercised the 
power of creating banks. This power had been in 
uninterrupted operation fcr half a century. It was 
now too late to question its existence. No man 
now living would ever see the day when this power 
would be abandoned by the States. There it was, 
and there it would remain, in spite of all the Sena- 
tor could do to destroy it. He acknowledged that 
the proposed amendment rested upon the assump- 
tion that these banks would continue to exist under 
State authority, in some form or other, and would 
issue a paper currency. 

He had been no little surprised, therefore, to 
lezra from the Senator that one ground of his op- 
position to the amendment was, that it would ar- 
rest'the pregress of public opinion, and enable the 
banks to. ride out the present storm. His own 
fears differed very widely from those of the Sena- 
tor, He was afraid, not that the banks would 
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perish in the gale, but that the State Legisi tures 
might actas they had done on a former occasion, and 
not impose upon them those wholesome restrictions 
necessary to guard the public against the evils of 
future suspensions. The Senator (said Mr. B.) 
mistakes my purpose im supposing that it is the 
same with his own, and that I desire toaim a death 
blow at the banks. It is in this respect that I fear 
he and I radically differ. Whatever might be my 
opinion of the question, were it now forthe first 
time to be decided whether we should establish 
banks or not, I find them now in existence, and so 
interwoven with the habits and interests and feel- 
ings of the people that they cannot be destroyed. 
For good or for evil, they will continue to exist 
long after he and I shall have been gathered to our 
fathers. It is, therefore, my purpose, not to de- 
stroy, but radically to reform them; to deprive 
them of the power of doing evil, and to restrict 


| them in such a manner as to make them useful 


agents of the public, instead of instruments ruin- 
ous to the prosperity of the people. Lord Liver- 
pool had once said of the banking system of Eng- 
land, that “it was the most insecure, the most 
rotten, and the very worst of which it was possible 
to conceive.” He weuld not apply such strong 
epithets to our banking system; though he would say 
that it was difficuit for him to conceive how 
it could be much worse. The expansions 
and contractions and suspensions of specie 
payments to which, from the very law of its 
nature, it was subject, were ruinous to the 
best interes's of the country. He believed that the 
States would eventually reform it, and, if that were 
found impracticable, would destroy it,aad substitute 
another system in its stead. Still State banks, in 
some form or other, whether by special charter, or 
under free banking laws, or in some other manner, 
would continue to exist and to issue paper curren- 
cy. Now, what was the greatest reform which 
could be made to any system of State banking 
which the human mind could devise? Was it not 
to increase the specie basis of the paper currency 
—was it not to secure the circulation of gold and 
silver in the ordinaiy transactions of life and in the 
payment of the wages of labor? This restriction 
alone would be the greatest practical bank reform 
and the greatest security against future suspensions 
which could possibly be devised; and itcould never 
be accomplished without an amendment of the Fe- 
dera! Constitution. I can easily perceive why the 
Senator, with his views, isopposed to the amend- 
ment. Those who calculate upon the destruction 
of all the banks of the country, and indulge in the 
visionary hope that we are about to return to a 
pure metallic currency in all the business transac- 
tions ol all the people of the United States, may con- 
sistenUly oppose every great reform in the banking 
system. ‘They may hope that the more evils it in- -> 
flicts upon the people, the shorter wil! be its dura- 
tion. For myself, I indulge in no such expecta- 
tions, and I desire to reform that which I know I 
could not, if I would, destroy. 

In these remarks, I have studiously avoided all 
party allusions. This is a question which onght 
to be placed above party, because it is deeply.inte-_ 
resting to every individual citizen of the country, 
whatever may be his political attachments, and i 
contess that mine are very strong. 

Mr. STRANGE, in reply to Mr. BUCHANAN, 
said he was sorry to differ with the Senator from. 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bucnanan;] for when he did 
so, he always feared he was wrong. The Senator 
did himself great injustice in calling himself a 
plain p’oldding man, if his language was to be lite- 
rally constrned, But he believed he did the Sens- 
tor no wrong in interpr ting his language as he ane 
derstood it. The Senator meant that he was him- 
self a practical man, whi'e he (Mr. Stpanae] Ww. 
a visionary. Pe'haps this was trae; batiof one 
thing he was very certain, that.he had a perfectly 
clear vision of the tendencies ot. tbis resolation. 
He was sorry to hear. the, Senator gdopt the cant 
so frequently nsed by- the Opposition na he 
was above the influence,.af party considera- 
tions. No public mam, commended himself 
to his confidence  by;.saying that be was | 
above party. considerations. Parties consist, 
ot should cocsist, of those who agree in politie 
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cal principles, and upon every question which ad- 
mi's of two opinions, parties are inevitable. He 
was attached to his party because he believed it 
acted upon sonnd principles, upon principles essen- 


tial to the well-being of the coun'ry; and whenever | 


he ceased to believe so, he should cease to be of 
that parity. The stability of the institutions of his 
country, he firmly believed to be identified with the 
success of those principles which his party advo- 
cated; and in warcing for his party he was warring 


Small Bank Notes—Mr. Calhoun 


tion, and it could not counteract the various 
schemes that would be attempted to evade the law. 
In Virginia there are positive Jaws against the 
emission of notes of a Jess denomination than five 
dollars, and yet its object is defeated by circulating 
six, seven, eight, and nine dollar notes, which pre- 
vents the specie circulation from being much in- 
creased. This power nct having been granted to 


` the Federal Government, was, of course, reserved 


for his country. And he repeated, that he was | 


opposed to making up a new issue, when the one 
already made up ensured the safety of both his 
arty and his country. He was opposed to chang- 
ing front in the face of the enemy, which might 
render doubtful the result of a battle, in which 
victory was otherwise sure. He thought there was 
no equivalent for the hazard. Public cpinion is 
fast producing without it, all that you hope to 
aceomplish by your resolution. Nay, you will, 
by its adoption, delay the attainment of the end 
in view. It will act as a breakwater, and curb the 
onward flow of the waves. 
If we endorse the present banking system by 
making a constitutional declaration that it is high- 
ly useful, praiseworthy and necessary, and needs 


nething but the certain restrictions in such amend- || 
: bor. 


ments set forth, to render it altogether fair, safe, and 
usefal, real reform will not accrue within the period 
probably allotted for existence either to the Sena- 
tor from Pennsylvania or myself. He agreed with 
the Senator from Pennsylvania that the Legisla- 


tures of the respective States would not agree to | 


relinquish their power of chartering banks. 


And | 


for the same reason they wiil resist your claims for | 


putting restrictions upon it. 
tion, that this resolation is out of time. As a gen- 
eral rule, the Legislatures of the several States re- 
flect pretty fairly the will of the people of those 
States; and if those Legislatures refuse to relinquish 


the power of chartering banks or the imposition of | 


restrictions upon that power, you may safely con- 
clude the peop'e of those States are not prepared to 
make the surrender. And before the people of the 
States have reached the point to make such con- 
stitutional surrender or accept such constitutional 
restriction, they will have attained the more desira- 
ble point of forcing their Legis'atures to exercise 
their present powe:s so that they will prove injuri- 
ous to no one. 

The resolution was then laid on the table for the 
purpose of taking up the special order. 

Tnorspay, February 27.—The subject again 
coming up for consideration: — 

Mr. CALHOUN said, that he rose simply to 
state the grounds upon which he was compelled to 
vote against this resolution. The amendment con- 
templated by the resolution would, if it shou'd 
ever be adopted, engraft on the Constitution the 
banking system. To this I cannot give my assent, 
nor can I do any act that might imply it. Accord- 
ing to my conception, long entertained, and openly 
expressed for the last six years, on all suitable oc- 
casions, it would be one of the greatest calamities 
that could befal the country. 

Thus thinking, I cannot vote for the resolution; 


and yet I regret thatI find myself placed in a situ- | 


ation to vote against a resolution of inquiry, which, 
by the courtesy of the body, is usually granted as 
a matter of course. But, as the resolution stands, 
it is impossible, with my conception, to extend it 
to the presentcase. If, however, the mover would 
enlarge it,so as to make it embrace a general in- 
quiry into the expediency of so amending the Con- 
stitution as to piace the currency on a solid and 
stable basis, it would remove my objection, 
and [should vote for it with pleasure. Un'ess the 
Senater did sc, he must vote as he had indicated he 
was compelled to do. 


This proves my posi- | 


by the States, and any legislation on the subject is `; 
'' subject of which the resolution treated, had at- 


extra-constitutiona}. 


If it were an original question, whether the ; 
i power of regulating the currency should be given 


to the State Governments or to the Federal Go- 


_ vernment, he would have some hesitation in de- 


ciding, thovgh he would have a strong disinclination 
to commit it to this Government while it was under 
the control of the present party in power. 


Mr. HENDERSON said he should vote for this 


resolution. If he understood it, it proposed to in- 
quire if it was not expedient to ask the States te 


yield a power over the currency which is now pos- |: 


sessed by them. In the exercise of this power, the 
States have authorized the emission of bank paper 


of denominations of five dollars, and even under ` 


it, thus filling up all the channels or circulation, 
and substituting paper for coin in the wages of la- 
That the bank paper in circulation is too re- 


i dundant for the specie upon which it is based, was 


| was desirable should be remedied? 


Mr. PRESTON said this resolution contem- | 


plated to vest in the Government a specific power 
over the currency. He differed with the Szaator 
from Massachusetts [Mr. WEBSTER] as to any 
power over the currercy being already -vested in 
this Government. The resolution contemplated 
an inquiry into the expediency of giving to Go- 
_vernment the power of restraining the circulation 
of bank notes under a specified denomination, and 
this-effected, there would be an end to i's opera- 


| could, be a reformer. 


generally admitted. He did not believe that Con- 
gress had power to regulate the currency by its 
direct action. 
lately stated in some remarks which he had deli- 
vered in this body, that Congress had the power to 
create a National Bank—he did not believe it had 
that power for the mere reguiation of the currency. 
It bad the same power to establish a National Bank 
as it had to forma Sub-Tieasury or any other fiscal 
system. Asa national system, he preferred a Na- 
tional Bank to any other, as it not only gave us as 
great facilities in collection and disbursement of 
the revenue as the Sub-Treasury, but in its inci- 
dental regulation of the currency, to Some extent, 
was superior to it., 

Mr. GRUNDY said, that from the moment the 
Senator from Pennsylvania had introduced this 
proposition, he considered it one of the wisest and 


most judicious that had been presented to Congress | 


What was the evil, which it 
Why, that, by 
the redundant issue of bank notes, the channels of 


for a long period. 
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Though he believed, as he had - 


circulation are filled with paper, and when a pres- | 


sure comes in the money market, the -banks who 
have the least means have to endure the greatest 
pressure. What is intended by Senators in their 
declarations that the Government have already the 
power over the currency. If it is intended by this 
to claim the power to control the State banks, it 
was the greatest stretch of Federal power that has 
ever been assumed. But the States are as tho- 
roughly convinced as Congress of the evils of the 
present system, and may feel di-posed to attempt a 
remedy, by conferring this power upon the General 
Government. By a general exercise of this power, 


the tendency of the banking system to excessive ° 


issues may be to a great extent repressed, and 
the evasions alluded to by the Senator from 
South Carolia, of 6, 7, 8and9 dollar notes, might 
be guarded against. I am not, said Mr. G. an advo- 
cate ofan exclusively metallic currency. This Ibe- 
lieve to be impracticable. I am in favor of a 
mixed currency, composed of coin and convertib'e 
bank paper. Iam of opinion that such a currency 
—coin for the wages of labor, and convertible pa- 
per for m-rcantile operations—would best promote 
the interests and convénience of the community. 
I believe thet banks should not be destroyed, but 
regulated. I am no destroyer, but would, if I 


I am for making banks spe- | 


cie-paying institutions; and if this cannot be ef- ` 


‘| fected, I am willing to permit them to go down. 


Mr. CALHOUN said, if the Senator from Ten- 
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Senate. 


Mr. BUCHANAN would not enter on a discus- 
sion of the merits of the measure then; but, as the 
Senator from South Carolina had spoken of cour- 
tesy, he would say a single word. He would ac- 
knowledge most cheerfully that the Senate had al- 
ways treated him with uniform courtesy and kind. 
ness; so much so, as sometimes made him fatter 
himself into the opinion that he was a general fa. 
vorite. Ifever he had treated any Senator in any 
other mode, he was not aware of the fact. The 


tracted the attention of the whole country, and all 
classes of the community were more or less deeply 
interested in it. It was a matter of inquiry only, 
and had not assumed shape or form. The same 
rule would apply as well to courtesy as to morals, 
viz: of doing as we would be done by. When the 
Senator from South Carolina introduced his bill to 
cede the public lands to the States in which they lie, 
although he [Mr. B.] was as much opposed as any 
man could be to the provisions of that bill, yet he 
had never thought of opposing its introduction. 
Now all he desired was to present his views, after - 
consulting an able committee on the subject. His 
opinions on this matter had not been taken up has- 
tily; he had been seriously deliberating on it for 
years. If the Senate thought proper to indulge 
him, he should be gratified; but if they rejected it, 
why then he shou'd take an opportunity of making 
a speech, instead of a report. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he was much surprised 
that the charge of discourtesy should have been 
brought against him on this occasion. If there 
was any person who had aright to complain of a 
want of courtesy, it was himself. He had pro- 


| posed to the Senator from Pennsylvania to enlarge 


the terms of his resolution, so as to avoid the insu- 
perabie objection he entertained against it, and the 
Senator had not thought proper to a:cede to his 
request. Hefound no fault with him for this. 
He, it was probable, had good reasons for his 
course; and so have I. I know where we tread, 
and I think J know where this resolution will carry 
us, and the momentous results that will follow. I 
would much sooner see a United States Bank again 
incorpora'ed, than to engraft the present banking 
system on the Constitution. Holding these opi- 
nions, why am I particularly selected as betraying 
a wantof courtesy? The Senator from North Ca- 
roliua, the Senator from Massachusetts, and the 
Senator from South Carolina, all expressed their 
intention of voting against th's resolution, and yet 
there is nothing said of their want of courtesy. But 
the Senator has alluded to his vote when 
I introduced the bill on the subject of 
the public lands. Now, I hold there would 
have been no discourtesy in opposing the 


! bill at its introduction, and that would have been a 


very proper time to oppose’it, with the opinion. 
which the Senator entertains of that measure. But 
I make no opposition to the resolution; I simply 
state why I cannot vote for it myself. I have no ' 
objection to its passing with the votes of others, 
who think differently. I desire not to change the 
opinions of others in relation to it; and would 
have no sort of objection to standing alone in .my 
vote against it; and there is no reason why there 
should be any feeling on the part of the Senator in 
regard to my course. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama expressed a wish that 
the Senator from Pennsylvania would adhere to 
the original phraseology, and not allow the subject 


i to embrace a wider range than he originally con- 


: templated. He was surprised that any idea should 


nessee alluded to him, he was entirely mistaken. © 
He had declared no war against the banks. They : 


needed not his opposition, nor any other, to put 
them down. They were going down but too ra- 


|| pidly, and were destined to fall by self slaughter. 


Nor had he said one word about a metallic cur- 
rency. That was a question not now before us, 


| 


have gone forth that there was any thing like graft- 
ing a sysiem on the Constitution by the adoption of 
a mere negative proposition. 

Mr. STRANGE rose to relieve himself from 
imputation of discourtesy towards the Senator from 
Pennsylvania. None whatever was intended. The 
Senator has always been a favorite with me, and I 
hope he will not consider that he has ceased to 
be so. 

Mr. DAVIS would say one word. It was wel 
known that he had, on former occasions, expressed 
his opinions as to the necessity of a larger specie 
circulation; but, of late, some s'range changes had 
grown up in relation to this matter from quarters 
where they were not anticipated. Some were now 
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for a mixed currency, that formerly expressed very 

- different opinions. He had heard much in that 
body about the banks being mischievous in their 
haracter, and dangerous in their tendency. — 

Holding the same opinions on this subject as | 
those just expressed by the honorable Senator from : 
Tennessee, [Mr. Gronpy,] he was glad to hear | 
such remarks from that quarter of the Senate. 

Mr. GRUNDY said he wou!d thank the Senator 
10 point out the time or the place in which he had 
ever expressed sentiments at variance wih those 
he just made. 

Mr. DAVIS. Far be it from me to say that 
the Senator ever had doneso. I was only express- 
ing my gratification to learn that there was nat to 
be this general sweeping prostration which seemed 
to threaten us. The Senator from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. Bucuanan] had his hearty concurrence in the 
matter before them. Let the inquiry go to the pub- i 
lic from his learned pen, and give the public all the | 
benefit of his able reasoning on the subject—he 
would cheerfully give his vote for it; but in giving 
that vote, he hid not mean to be understood asat 
all committing himself on that or any other pro- 

‘posed amendment. 


Mr. PRESTON rose to relieve himself of any | 


charge of discourtesy towards the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, in opposing the resolution, and he 
would show himself in earnest by voting for the 
proposed inquiry. 

The question was then taken, and the resolation 
adopted. . 

Mr. BUCHANAN then moved that the select 
committee consist of seven, and that it be appoint- 
ed by the Chair, which having been agreed to, the 
following Senators were named: Messrs. Bucana- 
NAN, Gronpy, CrITTENDEN, Wpricnr, Davis, CLAY 
of Alabama, and HenpERsoN. 


SPEECH OF MR. THOMPSON, 


OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 

In the House of Representatives, Monday, December 30, 
1839—The House having under consideration a motion to 
reconsider the vote by which 20,000 copies of the President’s 

e were ordered to be prioted— 

Mr. THOMPSON addressed the House as follows: 

Tam not willing to allow this message to go forth to the 
country without commentary or discussion. The annual mes- 
sage of the President is always a document posseasing gieat 
interest, as the chart of the annual progress of the Government. 
This claims more than ordinary attention, from the importance, 
the vital importance of the topics which its discusses, and from 
the unquestionable ability with which they are discussed. 
Some of these topics involve the most thorough and deeply 
interesting changes which haveoccurred in our country, if not 
in modern times—changes amounting to a commercial and so- 
cial revolution. They are discussed with more than uaual ability. 
The message presents an argument upon the great financial 
measure, which it vindicates beyond all measure—the most 
able, artful, and seductive of any heretofore made upon that 
side. In saying this, I shall not be suspected of any disposition 
to conciliate. No, sir, my position will, in all human proba- 
bility, continue, as it has been, in opposition, whatever may be 
the result of the present contest for power. I am opposed to 
the general political tenets and opinions on the one side, and | 
still more opposed to the universa] practices uf the other—to. 
lts extravagance and profligacy, and faithlessness to all its 
Professions. : : 3 

But, sir, if I were disposed to go over, every one knows that 
no atonement, not even a repentance for past sins, however 
flagant—for past vituperation, however scornful or severe, is 
Tequired. It isa most easy service—no sacrifices whatever 
are required except of one’sconscience; andone ofthe rules 
1 understand to be, that no questions are to be asked of appli- 
cants for admission. i 

The messagé, on its face and in its general statements of 
political doctines, is fair enough. It is State rights throughout 
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_ President’s Message—Mr. Thompson. 


The currency question is of course the engrossing subject of 
the message. Bur, sir, there is another which is first touched, 
and which is not less important—more important, as it should 
be regarded by every Southern man; yes, sir, by every man 
who has the heart of an American beating inhis bosom. I 
allude to the savage and in every way disgraceful war now 
raging in Florida. Is that warto rage forever? Is it further 
Prosecution abandoned? Have the Seminoles reconquered 
their country? Ifso, acknowledge it—yield it to them by treaty, 
and give them the honor and the fruits of their victory. Do 
not keep up a miserable show of force there, lulling the people 
of the Territory into a false reliance upon a power perfectly 
impotent to afford any real protection, and exposing, for no 
possible good, a few of the most gallant men of your army to all 
the dangers of the climate and of savage war, and, what to 
such men is infinitely worse, to the certainty of constant 
failures and defeats. . k : 

Larraignthis Administration for its worse than imbecile and 
impotent management of the Florida war. Ifthere was no 
other cause for opposition for those in power, this itself is all- 
sufficient. Cannot the Administration, with all the resources of 
this great country, conquer this miserable band of savages? It 
80, let them surrender. their powers to those who can. (If they 
cannot, why have they not doneit? Every drop of blood that 
has been shed, cries to Heaven against them. Individual 
atrocities and massacres, horrible as they are,I lose sight of 
altogether, when I look at the pressing importance of dislodgi ing 
su dangerous an enemy from their fastnesses in the vicinity 
of the West Indies, and in the very centre of the South. Are 
gentleman aware that the Maine boundary question is far, very 
far from yet being even in a train of adjustment, and that the 
utmost discretion will be required on the part of both Govern- 

ments toavoid a war at the endofthat question? With even a 
possibility of that, is there any man who can look without 
indignation atso formidable an eneiny being emtodied in the 
very heartofthe South, or at the miserable farce ofa trealy 
which stipulated to ield to them a portion ofthe Territory? 
Sir, it is not the land that we want; we have too much of that 
already. It is the removal of the Indians, and that only, which 
will satisfy us. And what has been done to this end by 
this President of ours? This Northern man with Southern 
principles, and his Secretary of War,a Southern man with 
—I am ata loss to say what principles, except John Randolph’s 
celebrated “seven.”) Why, sir, we have seen the larger part 
ofthe army withdrawn from the only point where they were 
really required, and engaged in an empty pageant at Trenton— 
an empty pageant madéstill more ridiculous by a review and 
inspection of the discipline and tactics by the President and his 

Secretary. Yes, sir, the army which should have been in 

Florida was encamped a thousand miles from the point where 

they were hourly required, when every morning’s reveille was 

the newsof the massacre of their fellow-suldiers, and of the 
women and children of Florida, Was it to remove them from 
the pestilential miasma of the swamps of Florida? That cli- 


—as much so, sir, as if it had been writtenby you, who were 
brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, and are of the straitest sect. 
Whilst reading it, 1 was forcibly reminded of that noble paper, 
General Jackson’s message of 1 that most masterly com- 
pendium of the State rights doctrines. I had, buta few days 
sfore the appearance of that paper, been appointed an 
elector of President—a positio by no means a desirable one. 
The moral malaria of Jacksonism was then prevading the land 
in its wildest fury; not only the strongest safeguards of the Con- 
stitution, but the virtue and courage of the countty, were 
destroyed in ite progress. The charm of a great name was not 
then broken, nor attempted to be broken, in South Carolina. 
ange the vole, anda very few days brought us the message. 
i felt that I was done up for life—that no man could stand in 
epposition to so good a State rights President as that. But, sir, 
it was only nine days, nine little days, when the Proclamation 
followed—a most consistent commentary upon the text of the 
Message; just such commentaries as we have always had from 
the same quarter upon like professions of such Principles; 
just such as I again anticipate. I most sincerely pray that it 
may not beso. Ishall be gratified if the necessities of their 
ition shall drive the Administration upon our Principles— 
tate rights principles—the principles of the Constitution; but I 
have not even a hope that it willheso. 1 want confidence, and 
Idoubt the language of indignant scorn heretofore used bya 
distinguished gentleman in remarking upon similar professions 
from the same nanter: Al n, but reg tt the audacity of the 
authors 0 amaten and Force Bill claiming to be t 
guardians of Btate rights,” oan tig 
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mate was deemed good enough for the gallant Taylor and 
Harney. Why was itnot so far all? Iam sure that there was 
none amongst the officers who would not have preferred to 
remain at the postof duty and of honor. Hassuch a thing 
everbefore occurred? Generally we have seen troops con- 
centrated upon the point of danger and of war—but here we 
see them removed from it, and the country left wholly exposed. 
When Isaw thatthe President referred us approvingly to 
the plan of the Secretary of War, which he was pleased to 
characterize as calculated “to bring that war toa successful 
issue,” although I believed that “nething good could come out 
of Nazareth,” I eagerly turned to itto see what that plan was; 
and what, sir, is this notable plan “to bring this war toa success- 
ful issue?’ Why, sir, it is this: 1. Depriving the Seminoles 
of all sympathy. I had not known before that there was 
any such sympathy. I knew of no one who has given any 
evidence ofsuch a feeling, except the honorable Secretary. 
He certainly has been most tenderly and compassionately regard- 
ful of their lives. His second suggestion is the passage of Col. 
Benton’s bill for the settlement of Florida, which I understand 
to be a proposition to give a certain quantity of land to every 
man who will settle there, and to furnish him rations and 
military protection into the bargain; the entering wedge (and 
I beg that the prediction may be remembered) toa system of 
grants for settlement, by which the whole of the Western lands 
are to be got from us. The third suggestion of the honorable 
Secretary is to raise a new regiment, and, of course, tolet him 
appoint the officers. What has yet been accomplished by the 
2d Dragoons, a regiment raised specially for this service? 
Nothing that Iever heard of. I would not object to raising one or 
more regiments iff knew who were to command them; if] 
could have any assurance that the command would be given to 
Gen. Floyd, of Georgia, or some other such man. Jf, how- 
ever, know nonesuch. Butit will be given to no such man, 
butto some palace pet or noisy politician. These appoint- 
ments have been, and will be, made not with a view to military, 
but political battles; not with a view to obtaining victories over 
the Indians, but votes at elections. When that regiment of 
dragoons was raised, many gentlemen in Congress interested 
themselves to procure an appointment for as gallantan officer 
as anyin the army, who had been more or less engaged in 
Indian wars for the Jast twenty years, and who was then 
bleeding from more than one wound from the Indian rifles. 
He had no chance whatever. The appointment was given to 
one who, then or since, has never set a squadron in the field, 
and whose claims were not those of military talents, but 
political party services. No increase of your standing army is 
necessary; you cannot increase your army toa force adequate 
to this service, and, besides, regular troops are not the troops to 
fight Indians, and such has been our uniform experieace. The 
only way to end that war is to establish abundant depots of 
supplies, and to throw into Florida fifteen or twesity thousand 
men. Let them act simultaneously and in concert, and the war 
wili be ended in six weeks. I can tell the President that 
the present plan, or any otherthat ever will be suggested by 
his Secretary of War, never will bring that War toa success- 
fulissue, and that to rely or any such will bd'a criminal palter- 
ing with the lives of qur people, and ye character of the 
country. 
The first passage of t d 
which strikes me, is the fqllowing: 
“The nineteen millions Af Treasu 
act of Congress of 1837, andthe m 
view to the indulgence of m¥rch r 
of the deposite banks in the ent of public moneys held by 
them, have been so punctually Wedeemed, as to leave less than 
the original ten millions outstanding at any cae time, and the 
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notes authorized by the 
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on their duty bonds, and. 


H. of Reps. 


whole amount unredeemed now falla short of three millions. 

Of these, the chief portion is nut due till next year; and the 
whole would have been already extinguished could the 
Treasury have realized the payments due to it from the banks. 
1f those due from them during the next year shall be punctu- 
ally made, and if Congress shall keep the appropriations with- 
in the estimates, there is every reason to believe that all the 
outstanding Treasury notes can be redeemed, and the ordinary 
expenses defrayed, without imposing on the people. any addi- 
tional burden, either of loans or increased taxes.” - 

è Now, sir, Imust be allowed, without the sighteat intentional 
personal disrespect to the President, to say, that not a single 
statement contained in the above extract is true. Ido notin- 
sinuate, because I do not believe the President capable of an 
intentional misstatement, tut Ido say that these statements 
are incorrect, and that he might have and ought to have known 
better. First: were these Treasury notes issued with a view 
to enable the Government to indulge the banks and merchants? 
The debt from both these sources was less than siz millions 
at the period of the last issue of ten millions of these Treasury 
notes. How, then, can a debt of six millions be the reason and 
the excuse for issuing ten millions of notes? Although not s0 
expressly stated, there are other passages of the message as well 
as of the Treasury report, which imply, and are no doubt in- 
tendedto imply, that indulgence to the banks was the sole 
reason for this issue of an unconstitutional currency. How 
gross a misrepresentation this is, will be seen froin the fact that 

at the period of the last issue often millions, the banks owed 
less than two millions. I would here take occasion tosay, in 
passing, that these deposite banks, which have been habitually 
denounced for their failures and frauds, have given evidence of 
a power to fulfil their engagements and a noble fidelity in doing 
so absolutely unprecedented, and beyond the hopes of the most 
sanguine, and which thoughout Europe is regarded with won- 
der and admiration. They have fullfilled, to a miracle, all 
their engagements, and besides that, have sustained the county 
under circumstances of difficulty and distress, where the boldest 
might have despaired. 1 know, sir, that these are unfashionable 
opinions and truths, unwholesome to brawling politicians—that 
despicable and pernicious class, whose only ambition is to 
rise from that obscurity to which a want ofall taleutand all 
virtue has destined them, by joining every popular clamor 
even against the best and, most sacred institutions of society. 
Tam not one of those “whose thoughts ever keepfthe road-way.’? 
1 cannnot lend myself to injustice ofany sort. What, sir, are 
the facts in relation to our connection with the deposite banke? 
The year before the susp: nsion they held, on account of the 
Government, more than sixty millions of money. It was con- 
templated by the distribution bill to withdraw this sum in 
eighteen months. That itself was regarded by most men who 
were best informed, as a trial which the banks could not stand; 
but they did. Yes, sir, and more, The Secretary of the 
Treasury, instead of allowing eighteen months for this tre- 
mend us operation, actually executed itinsix months.. 1 will 


not say, as some of his present friends have said, that it was 
done to defeat the salutary effects of the measure. But he did 
it, and, to the astonishment of every one, the banks sustained 
themselves under this terrible trial, and paid over at once about 
forty millions. No man would, a priori, have said that it was 
possible. This is notall. At the period of the suspension, of 
1837, the banks held on account of the Government twenty- 
three millions. Congress granted them indulgence for 
eighteen months. They paid all but about two millions in legs 
than six monthy fefising to avail themselves of your indul- 
gence—and have secured, as the Secretary tells us, all the 
balance. If this be faithlessness and fraud, commend me to 
faithlessness and fraud for the balance of my life. I have 
shown that indulgence to the banks and the merchants was not 
the cause of the issue of these Treasury notes—an issue of a 
Government currency which, I have heretofore shown in an 
argument whicli no one has attempted to answer, was a gross 
and dangerous violation of the Constitution. The eecond state- 
ment is equally untrue—that the whole of the Treasury notes 
would have been extinguished if the Treasury could have 
realized the sums due from banks. The amount due from 
banks is less than two millions; the amount of Treasury notes 
Outstanding istwo millions and three-fourths, besides interest. 
The last inslaiment from the United States Bank isnot due 
until next September, The third and last, and much the. most 
important, is, that the resources of the Government for the 
next year will be adequate to its wants, without any increased 
burdens of losas or taxes. We were told the same thing in 
the last annual message, almost in the same words. I said then 
that it was not true. What was the result? Why, sir, a new 
issue of Treasury notes. Soit will be now. R 
The President may not have known that this statement was 
incorrect, but Iam very sure that no man on this floor who 
regards his character will venture to endorse this opinion. 
Why, sir, every body knows that it is not true. The Ses 
ofthe Treasury very well knows it, Although he.doea net 
directly ask for a Jaw to authorize the issue of ten millions 
more‘of Treasury notes, #whole column, and a separate subdi- 
vision of his report, isdevoted to proving the necessity of pro- 
viding some fund to meeta contingent deficiency. What 
fund does he mean? Wh , Treasaty notes and nothing else; 
the expedient of the spendthrift who has wasted his patrimony 
—to give his note. The President tell us that the resources 
of the Government will be adequate to its wants, 1 tell you 
they willnot. The President has much better oppportunities 
of judging then Ihave, and is under the same obligations to 
disclose the truthtothe country. Now, sir, mark the result, 
and see whois right, Before six months we shall be asked to 
issue ten millions at least of Treasury notes, or to make aloan 
n some other form. Why is the truth not now told us? Forno 
other reason than the shame of the avowal, on tke part of the 
President, that, coming into power in a time o profound 
peace and general prosperity, witha Treasury overflowing, he 
has in three years expended thirty millions over and above the 
accrning revenue, and caused an almost universal ruin and ` 
insolvency in the land. There was, when the President 
entered on the duties of his office, nine millions which was 
to be deposited with the States; five millions of surplus besides, 
and upwards of five millions due and which has been paid by 
the Bank of the United States, and there is now near three 
millions of Treasury notes outstanding, making twenty-three 
millions, to which add at least ten milions for the Per 
year, and we have in; the three yearsof this economical Je ot 
nian Administration an excess of expenditure over income ol 
thirty-three millions, As to the futdre, 1 loo it Wi 
i y trate the gloom ofthat future, 
absolute dismay; no eye can pene ; 
We must pay to England alone next year, for excess oF imp oy-s 
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over exports, and interest on State debis, not less than sixty 
millione. The same produce cannot pay this debt and also pay 
for gouds from which revenue is tobe derived; and when our 
praduce fails, thedebt can only be paid in specie, and the specie 
will be exported by laws of commerce, as fixed and certain as 
destiny itself. So certain, sir, am I of these results, that all 


other feelings are forgotton ina sympathy with the sufferings 


of the country; and if I had an enemy among the authors of 
this measure, I would desire for him no other punishment than 
that which awaits him in the wrath and indignation of an 
abused and deceive people. That day is coming, and is not 
far distant, and I shall have no other, if I desire no other, 
conaolation than to beable to say to those who have confided 
their interests to me, that Ihave done all that I could to avert 
these calamities. 

I see no human power now to avert the impending distress. 
Thisdebt must be paid either with our productions—and thea 
we cannot make our usual importations, and, of consequence, 
the demand for our cotton is cut off, and the article not only 
falls still lower in price, but cannot be sold at all—or else this 
debt muet be paid in specie, and that, in the present condition 
of the country, will be ruin at once; notto the banks, but to 
the people. ot, I repeat, to the banks, but to the people. If 
the banks are forced tu pay, the people, their debtors, must pay 
them. The banks owe the people one hundred and fifty 
millions, the people owe them five hundred millions. On 
whom will the belt fall most heavily? It will bea golden 
harvest for shavers and usurers—they will fatten and grow 
rich upon the suffering and distress of the community. They, 
and they only, will be benefited. And, if lam not mistaken, 
it is this class, together with those who euher owe no money, 
or, if they do, are beyond the reachof the law, and have no 
sympathy with those who doowe, who are the loudest adyo- 
cates of this most vitaland dangerous revolution in the mon- 
etary affairs of the country; men who have a most philosophical 
and praiseworthy indifference to the sufferings of every one 

elce but themselves. No Government hasthe right to make 
such an experiment upon the happiness of its peopie—to carry 
out any theory, however plausible. 

The debts of the country were contracted upon the faith of 
and with referencee to an existing state of things which no 
Government has the moral rightto subvert all at once, upon 
the authority ofany argument a@ priori. 

One word more aste the nine millions 
with the States. I like sometimes to look 


yet tobe deposited i 
ack as well as for- ` 


ward. It is often profitable to doso. We were told two years : 


ago that the act was not repealed. Ohno! The payment was 
only postponed. And it was vaunted in my own Stateas a 
reat achievement, to postpone the payment instead of repeal- 
Ing the law. When are we to get it, sir? Not, sir, until the 
day of judgment. Or, what is the same thing, until your 
presat Secretary shall put an end to the Florida war. No, sir, 
will freely forgive the balance of that debt, if the Govern- 
mentean only kept along. I repeat, sir, no intelligent man 
will say that the resources for the next and succeeding years 
will meet our wants. These resources are greatly exaggerated, 
whilst the demands on the Treasury are underrated. From the 
excessive importation of the last year, and the universal 
ressure in the mony market, added to our immense foreign 
bt, the revenue from imports for the ensuing year must 
be very smali—less, 1 venture to say, than any one anticipates. 
very much less than the estimate of the Becreiary ofthe Frea 
sury. From the public lands I look hereafter for little revenue: 
First, because so much of the public domain has gone into 
the hands of private speculators, who will supersede the 
Government in the market, because they own the best lands, 
and can sell on credit and for paper money; and secondly be- 
cause these lands are like to be used by political speculators, 
as the corn in the public granaries was used inthe days of the 
decline ofthe Romanempire. No, sir, instead of reduced taxes, 
we shall be forced to raise the taxes, and, I believe, up to the 
extreme point fixed by the compromise of 1832. 

By-the-by, sir, as tothis tariff question: I was toldby more 
than one who, Í think, enjoy the the Presidenve confidence, 
that the message would be up to the hub with the South on the 
tariff—that it wonldeven be ultra, I was glad to hear it. I 
was glad to know that we were to get aid from so influential a 
quarter, from whatever motive; as I owe no such allegiance— 
party or personal—any where, and never will,asto prevent me 
from rallying to the support of those who rally to the support 
of just principles. 1 jooked for the passage, but I looked in 
vain. Isawexactly the place for it, but it was not there. 
No, sir, it was not there; butin its placeI found all those ad 
eaplandum arguments about rendering ourselves independent 
of toe currency and commerce of Engiand, which have hereto- 
fore been, and may be again, used in support of a protective 
tariff, more appropriately than they are used in the message 
for another purpon. Sir, it is degrading tothe intelligence of 
our age and country to talk in this way. We had as well 
_ta'k of rendering ourselves independent of the tides or the winds 
ofiHeaven. Why, let me ask, is ghis anti-tariff ground not 
taken in the message? I will tell you, sir. I have been given 
to understand that it is because a very important political event 
istotake place next autumn, and that the thoroughly tariff 
States, Pennsylvania and Ohio—S:ates now doubtful, to say the 
least—will have an important influence upon that event, and 
that it may not be very discreet, at this particular time, to take 
ground against the tariff; andalthough he doubtless possesses 
all the other parts of valor, no one has ever denied to the 
President that better part of it, “discretion.” Especially need 
he not do so when nothing is to be gained by it. The South fs 
clearly his already, by deed and covenant duly executed; and 
jt would be mere wantonness thus unnecessarily to risk 
Penusylvania and Ohio. Ihave been told, however, to wait, 
and that in duetime this ground will he assumed. In other 
words, fam to aid in cheating the tariff States out of their votes. 
What security have we that we shall not be deceived ourselves, 
as we have been already once on this very samesubject, and by 
the very same p-rson? 
accomplished by such means. 

‘the odious and dishonest operation of the tariff policy but fraud 
and trick, I have no confidence in them, and should not resort 
to them ifI had. 

It is due to the country that the opinions of the President 
should have been known upon a great and exciting question 
which must very soon come up. lt is especially so, ashe has 
set up the dangerous pretension of being (as repeated usurpa- 
tions, not the Constitution, have really made him) “a com- 
ponent part of the legislative power.” if he has one-half of the 
confidence in the judgment and patriotism of the people which 
he habitually professes, he need not fearto disclose his true 


No, sir: no great end was ever yet j 
If no power is left me to resist | 
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opinions. Lethim take one side or the other. He has no 
right to take bo:h. I do not wish to cheat others, nor to be 
again cheated myself. 

Ihave a word or two to say upon the great subject of the 
message—the currency question. Our worthy President seems 
to have a regular intermittent upon this subject. At the extra 
session the hard money fever was upon him, but at the last 
session there wasa clear intermission of this fever; even, sir, a 
chill had supervened. He then said: “Like other State esta- 
blishments, they [banks] may be used or not, in conducting the 
affairs of the Government.” “When the G -vernment can 
acc mplish a financial operation better with the aid of the 
banks than without it, it should be at Jiberty to seek that 
aid,” &c. The dangerous tendency of the connection of the 
Government with banks was then to be arrested, by giving to 
the Executive the undivided power and uncontrolled discretion 
to employ them or not. _ It was dangerous, in other words, to 
trust this power to the Executive and Congress, but perfectly 
safe to confide it altogether to the Executive : 

It is amelancholy truth that, whilst there is a party in this 
country who watch every encroachment of the Federal Govern. 
ment upon the rights of the States, we all seem to shut our 
eyes to the not less dangerous usurpations of the Executive 
upon the other and co-ordinate departments of the Federal 
Government. A more daring encroachment of that sort has 
never been made than in this—that itis dangerous to the public 
liberty to trust this connection with the banks to Congress— 
the immediate agentsfand Representative of the peonle; but that 
the discretionary power to use banks ornot s all be given to 
the President. “Brought up, sir, in the creed of the Republican 
party—the old, the true, the once respectable Republican 
party—one of my earliest and most fixed politica! opinions has 
been to look to the Executive department asthe pointof real 
danger, and to resist the smallest beginnings of Executive en- 
croachment. 

We were also told in the last message, of the beneficial re- 
sults from recetving th» notes of specie-paying banks, and the 
bill introduced as the Government measure did not contain the 
specie feature. I had some hopes that it was abandoned. I 
regret tosee thatit not only has not been, but that the mask 
is now thrown off, and the purpose distinctly avowed, not only 
to require Government dues in specie, but to do this with the 
view of driving out of circulation bank paper altogether, and to 
reduce the banka exclusively te offices of discount and 
deposite. Is the country prepared for this? I rejoice that the 
true purpose is at last avowed. I have known from the 
beginning thatauch wasthe purpose. Ihave been accused of 
of disingenuousness for saying so. Ihave, therefore, a personal 
satisfaction that Inow stand vindicated; still more do I rejoice 
that this monstrous proposition is now exhibited in its naked 
deformity. 

If any thing, in these times, was to be wondered at, it would 
be that State rights politicians should advocate this measure, 
not for its direct financial effects as tothe Federal Govern- 
ment, but forits indirect influence upon State institutions— 
the banks. Alladmit the rightof the States to charter banks; 
none will-assert the right of the Federal Government to destroy 
or even control these corporations by direct Jegislation; but the 
power to do so is claimed, and by State rights men, under the 
indirect use of a power given fora wholly different purpose. 
If the revenue power may thus be perverted from its le itimate 
purpose, why may not the same revenue pewer be used for the 
indirect purpose of protecting manufactures? If you may use 
a granted power toetfect,and with the view to effect a purpose 
for which it was not and never would have been granted, what 
is thereto prevent the power of taxation from being used to 
effect abolition, by a tax say of fifty dollars for every person 
held m bondage? If you can control or destroy one State 
institution—the banks—why may you not do the same with 
another—domestic slavery? `I defy any may to suggest the 
shadow of a reason for the one which does not apply with equal 
force to the other. 

We are toldthat banks, in some form, will always exist in 
this country, and are urged to place these banks on the foot- 
ing on which they exist in some other countries—that is, banks 
of deposite and discount, not of issue. “Credit currency and 
credit commerce” are denounced as the sources of all our 
troubles. Now, what does he mean by credit currency? 
Nothing. He can mean nothing but bank notes over and above 
the specie in hand, “dollar for dollar, and guilder for guilder.” 
Here, sir, is a distinct avowal of a purpose to bring the country 
to an exclusively metallie currency. No one will say that 
there is any practical difference between a metallic currency 
and a paper currency representin: gold and silver, dollar 
for dollar. Ifthere is,in other words, fi ty millions of specie 
in the country, weare to have only fifty millions ofpaper issued, 
and that not to be added to the specie but the specie to be with- 
drawn andlocked up, and the paper only to circulate. So 
that, as to the amount of currency, no one will pretend that we 
shall have any more than if that currency were in gold and 
silver only. Is the currency prepared for that? 

But, sir, isbank paper beyond the epecie in the vaults any 
more a credit currency than that where there is specie, dollar 
for dollar? Not a whit; and none but very sha!low thinkers, or 
those who know better, have said eo.  Isthere no basis of 
credit but goldandsilver? Is nothing else of any real value? 
is there no other property in the land? Is notthe note of, 
Jehn Jacob Astor for a thousand dollars good, and so regarded 
although it may be known that he has not fifty inspecie? Itis 
time that this absurd slang ahont specie should be exposed. 
Specie is not only not the sole foundation of the credit of bank 
paper—it is not even the principle foundation but the property 
of the debtors of the banks, and the stock itself is the chief 
foundation of that credit. Is it not so as to the credit of indivi- 
duals? Iscredit given because of a known amount of specie 
held by the debtor? Clearly not; for in that case he would need 
nocredit, but would use his specie. No, sir; I repeat, it is 
property to which credit is given—that property of which gold 
and silver is the mere yard stick. p 

Ts this not true? Afierthe banks had suspended, and it was 
known that they had no specie, have we not only seen their 
notes paseing, but passing at par far every thing ese but 
specie? And as ta that, it is not the fall in the value of the note, 
but the rise in the market valur of the epecie. Yes, sir, when 
in that condition, every one is willing to exchange the very 
pest individual notes, drawing interest, forthose bank notes 
drawing none. Why is this, if specie is the sole basis of their 
credit? I do notintend to be misunderstood. Iam no indis- 
criminate advocate of the banking system, still less of its ex- 
cessesand vices. Igo further; I know that reforms, vital and 
radical, are required, and I believe that, if these reforms are 
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not made, the system will be run down. T am no apologist for 
bank suspensions. {think the last one without excuse. Specie 
is necessary; itis the only measure by which we are to know 
when bank issues are excessive; but to bring the country, in its 
present condition, and withthe paper system now prevailing 
almost throughout the world, toa metallic currency, is a pro- 
ject absurd and impossible. I have no apprehensions what- 
ever of that; my fears are ofa different character. I do not 
doubt that, by the swing of the pendulum, as natural in the 
moral as in the physical world, the reaction will be to reinstate 
the paper system in its utmost excesses, and most probably to 
establish a Government bank—an institution which Ido not 
hesitate tosay the public liberty will not long survive. No 
such tremendous revolution in the personal citcurstances of 
men as that proposed ever can be eflected but by the iron hand 
of despotism. lt never willbe done where the people have the 
power it their own hands. It is in the nature of man to dis- 
regard ultimate results in seeking present relief from pressing 
calamities, and there isno such calamity asa rapidly diminish. 
ing currency. My life on it, the people will not bear it. 
Infinite as have been tte losses, the sufierings, and the misery 
which have already resulted from this fatal experiment, we have 
not yet seen the worst. There has been a general forbearance; 
it cannot be always. The advocates of this hard money poliey 
well know it. There is no singlestate in the Union that would 
not instantly crush the experiment and the experimenters, if 
they were called on to pay direct taxes in specie. Ie this 
denied? If itis to act beneficially on the banks by creating a 
practical drain for specie, that is 'a_reason equally strong for 
demanding State taxes in specie. Why has no one ever had 
the boldness to propose this in any State Legislature? Why, 
sir, because those taxes are collected directly, and the people 
would not bear it; and yet we see antl tariff men, by the secret 
and unseen operation of that law, doing what they would not 
dare openly to propose. , 
The state which lin part represent 1s regarded as almost una- 
nimous in favor of this specie policy. Its Legislature may bo 
said tobeso. J have for the intelligenceand purity and patrio- 
tism of that people a respect and deference which I cannot here 
express, and I allude to these things for no unworthy or dis, 
respectful purpose, but itis a fair illustration of what will be 
the result of this humbug every where. 
A portion of our banks have suspended specie payments, 
some of them with twice as much specie on hand as they have 
billsout. A proposition was made to the last Legislature to 
coerce a resumption by these banks of speeie payments. And 
what do you think was the result? It was r: jected by a large 
majority. This was net all: we have a State bank, owned by 
the Stateexclusively. It was proposed ata preceding session 
to receive nothing for taxes but specie or the bills of this State 
bank—a very reasonable proposition surely. Did it pass the 
Legislatu e?—thissub-Treasury hard money Legislatur. Oh! 
no, sir, but the tax collectors were ordered to receive the hills 
of all the banks—non-specie-paying bank rags andall. They 
did more; whilst inveighing against banks an the credit system, 
they doubled the chartered bank capital of the State, and have 
created alarger debt for the State than was done by all former 
Legislatures from the beginning of the Government. 
‘A case still more striking is furnished by the recent action of 
the Administration party, a hard-money eub-Treasury Legisla- 
lature, with the sanction of the hard-money Governor of the 
enlightened and patriotic Rtate of Georgia. The Legislature 
of that State, which has just adjourned, has established a bank 
more thoroughly a paperbank than any that ever has existed 
in any country—a bank, sir, which would amaze John Law 
himself, if he could be allowed to see what is now going on. 
Tle, sir, would be shocked at this wild excess of the paper sys- 
tem. The Central Bank of Georgia, whose affairs at the last re- 
port stood thus—specie, $46,' U0; circulation, $86,000, and bonds 
and notes amounting to about $3,000,000—is ordered (not 
authorized, but ordered) to issue six millions of notes—double 
the currency of the State—and to loan the meney in the respec- 
tive counties according to population, on bonds due in twelve 
months. They issue six millions of paper on forty-six 
thousand of specie, and promise to pay specie on demand, when 
the debts to the bank are not due for a year. They cannot 
even pay bank notes fora year, and yet they promise to pay 
in specie on demand; and this, toe, sir, when a draft of the State 
for three hundred thousand dollars has been recently protested, 
without any provision whatever being madeto meet; but, on 
the contrary, stock which was hypothecated for its payment Is 
ordered tu be sold for other purposes. This law was signed 
on Friday, and the banks suspended the next Monday. These, 
sir, are characteristic signs of what will be the general feeling 
and the general results, in the end, of this most disastrous ¢x- 
periment upon the happiness, and fortunes, and business of the 

eople. I rejoice, therefore, that the purposes of the Admin- 
istration are at length avowed. Ifthese objects are sanctioned 
any where, I shall be disapponted. If there is one man in South 
Carolina who is in favor of abolishing bank paper as a cur- 
rency, I havenever seen him. 

e were to!d, when this measure was first brought forward, 
that it would especially benefit the South. That 3t was our 
staples which would be exchanged for specie, and that addi- 
tional value would be given te those staples. Has this been 
30? Has indeed the amount of specie inthe country increa' 
for the last two years? It hasnet. Whynot? We were told 
to drive out paper, and specie,would take its place. One-half 
of the bank notes have been driven out—has their place been 
filled? No, sir; that place is literally “an aching void.” 
thought at first, and was confined in that opinion by the autho- 
rity of such men as Dallas and Crawford, than whom this coun- 
try has produced none abler or better, and they spoke not from 
abstract and delusive speculation, but from actual experience, 
that it would enrich New York, the great centre of commerce 
—the place at which, not from which, payments were to be 
made at the expense ofall the rest of the country. Has it not 
so turned ont? Gold and silver abound even to excess in that 
city, whilst every where else there is, amongst business men, 
dismay and despair. Benefit the South! Why, air, it has 
been, and will be, a protective tariff in its worst form. Reduce, 
oursto a hard money country, and reduce prices accordingly 
and who does not see that the manvfactures of the rest of the 
world where the paper system prevails cannot be sold here? 
and an absolute monopoly is given to the Americar manufac: 
turer, at prices nominally cheaper, but actually and relatively 
higher—cestroying our great market for Southern staples at å 
time when the supply of those staples must be enormously 
mcreased from suspension of works of internal improvemen 
and an immense amount of labor is about to be thrown again 
upon agriculture, to say nothing of other causes? In all 
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sincerity I say, air, I tremble when I look tothe future, espe- 
jally in the South. 

oe, President attaches much importance to the fact which 
hestates, that there ie never any large amount atanyone time 
in the hande of collectors, écc ` Who did not knowthat? Who 
did not know that the profligate waste ofthe public money by 
this spendthrift Administration, at the same time that our 
revenues were greatly diminished, bad forced the Govern- 
ment literally to live fiom hand to mou:h? Nay, more, sir, to 
resort to the most despicable shifts to ‘raise the wind?’’—no 
other phrase will so well express the idea. ‘Todo that which 
would irretrievabi disgrace a private man—to draw for money 
when they knew they had none on whichto draw? But, sir, 
this state of things, it isto hoped, 1s not to last always. If we 
should ever again have a full Treasury, the currency will be 
disastrously contracted, and, wha: is nore, your sub-Treagurers, 
with large amounts of gold and silver on hand, may ruin at 
will every bank inthe country. Will not this give a political 
power over those institutions which may well be dreaded? _ 

Iwas very much surprised to see that so able and adroit a 
writer asthe President should have been guilty of so gross an 
inconsistency as I find in the message. e great argument of 
the message in favor of the measure is not that it will give a 

currency, gold and silver , for the use of the Government, 

atthe effect that it isto have onthe banks. To this endit is 
said that it will be all-powerful. How can it be se but by 
causing the banks, by reason of this constant drain ofepecie, 
greatly to restrict their issues? And yet we are immediately 
afterwards told that the sum required for the usesof the Go- 
veniment will be so very small that it will really hardly affect 
the banks at all—a very Hercules at one moment—as powerless 
asasleeping intént the next. — 

I must apologize for detaining the House so tong, but I felt 
k to be my duty to call the -public attention to some of the 
points of tnis message, especially to the startling proposition to 
abolish, in effect, bank paper, anı! thus to operate on State 
inetitutions by the indirect use of a pewer granted for other and 
different pu powerwhich never would have been 
granted for the purpose forwhich it is now proposed to be 
used. : ; 


SPEECH OF MR. GRUNDY, 
OF TENNESSEE. ¢ 

Senate, March 4 and 5,3 840—Igfavor ofthe report 
of the Select Committée, agaigst the assumption, 
by the General Governmeng of the Sates’ debts, 
contracted for local internd] improvemenis, and 
other State purposes.: $ 
Mr. Presipenr: The dgty which lies before me 
‘is laborious, but, in my: fidgment, it is not difficult. 
So soon as I discovered the manner in which the 
report was treated by Senators on the other side 
when it was first presented, I resolved in my own 
mind that I would take some suitable occasion to 
answer all the arguments which should be urged 
against it. By pursuing this course, i am aware 
that much which I may'say will be a dull, cold re- 
petition of what has been beiter said by others; but 
the Senate will bear with me. I owe a duty to my 
country, to the committee whose honored organ I 
was, and to myself. My present purpose is to dis- 
charge all the obligations and duties which rest 
upon me most faithfully. This I will end:avor to 
do in x manner and in a temper becoming a Sena- 
tor, who is not unmindful of what is due to that 
enlightened and elevated body of which he is a 
member. It is not, however, my intention tore- 
argue in a regular way the subjects introduced 
and discussed in the report. That document is 
now before the people of the United States, and 
whatever may be said for or against it here, 
will not materially affect the estimate which the 
public have already placed, or will hereafter 
placeupon it. Whenever the people read a public 
document upon an interesting subject, they can 
and will form opinions for themselves, and those 
Opinions they will carry out by their acts. Without 
intending it, our political opponents have secured 
for the report a very general pesusal. Their oppo- 
sition to its being printed, their effort to suppress 
it, and prevent its circulation, have excited public 
curiosity, and prodaced a desire to see it; and I 
doubt not that it will now be read by hundreds and 
thousands, whose attention might never have 
been tained to it, had it been treated in the ordi- 
nary way. ; 
Mr. President, I have seen, as you know, much 
of public life. Attimes, circumstanees have made 
me a more prominent actor in political scenes than 
I conid have wished. I have been, and my senti- 
ments have been, too often denounced for denun- 
ciation to carry any alarm or terror to me. The de- 
nunciation of my friends I should fear; but when- 
ever I cease to receive the disapprobation and de- 
nuncialions of my political enemies, I shall begin 
to doubt whether I have not lost my efficiency, and 
whether the best service I could render to my coun- 
try, would not be my retirement to private life. 
Political opponents condemn and censure those whe 


are most in their way, and interpose the most for- 
midable obstacles to the attainment of their favo- 
rite objects. Therefore, in general, it is a safe rule 
to say that men and things most condemned by 
them, are best deserving the approbation of that 
portion of the public wko are Opposed to their 
views and schemes. I did not come iato this hono- 


rable body, nor was [ sent here, for the purpose of | 


conciliating the favorable opinion of the Upposition. 
On the contrary, those who bestowed on me the 
high honor of a seat in this body, intended and 
expected that I wou'd firmly pursue the same course 
which I had hitherto taken; that I would support 
the same principles I had heretofore uniformly 
maintained. Nor shail they be disappointed. Let 
denunciations come as they may, I shall not devi- 
ate in my princip'es or my course. I recollect that, 
in the otherend of the Capitol, more than a quar- 
ter of a century ago, when our country was bleed- 
ing at every pore; when our armies were suffering 
for supplies which we had no money to purchase; 
when our ranks could not be filled because men of 
influence used all their power to prevent loans to 
the Government, and the enlistment of soldiers, I, 
in public debate, advanced the sentiment, that 
American citizens who thus acted and used their 
influence to prevent loans or enlistments, were 
guilty of moral treason. Then, sir, you renember 
how this sentiment was denounced in Congress, 
and by the whole Federal press. Nay, I did not 
even escape animadversion from the sacred desk. 
I then believed I was right; and I maintained my 
opinion with what little ability I possessed. And 
now how is it? Does any one now doubt the cor- 
rectness of what I then said? If any one does so, 
he will scarcely venture at this Cay to avow a con- 
trary sentiment. So I verily believe it will be with 
this report. The great principles it discusses will 
stand the test of the strictest examination; and even 
now, gentlemen who condemned the first and great- 
er portion of it, will not controvert the soundness 
of its principles. If they disapprove it, why do 
they not do this; why do they not candidly and 
manfully discuss its principles? Instead of so do- 
ing, they pronounce it to be unnecessary—to be un- 
called for, and calculated to produce no good. 
They seem afraid to meet the questions involved 
upon their meiits. Every sort of evasion is resorted 
to. Taey demur; they plead in abatement; they re- 
sott to all the devices which skilful pleaders em- 
ploy to get rid of a trial upon the merits of their 
cause. Such a trial is what they dread, and 
dare not meet. - Pursuing this course of Opposition, 
they assert that no such proposal as the assump- 
tion by the General Government of the debts 
of the States has been made here or else- 
where. We, on this side of the House, believe 
that such a proposition has not only been made, 
but made in the most formidable and imposing 
shape. This I will now proceed to prove. For 
this purpose, I shall use the extracts from the pub- 
lic papers which were reaa by my honorab'e friend 


from Alabama, [Mr. Cuay,] a few days since, | 


when he addressed the Senate upon this subject. 
The New York Herald and the Courier and En- 
quirer are known to be papers of high Whig au- 
thority; they are situated in the great commercial 
emporium of the country, in the city where Wall 
street is, and where the agents of the British capi- 
talists and the principal: brokers of this country re- 
side, and where more of these State bonds have 
been bought and sold than in all the rest of the 
Union. If these papers have advocated the as- 
sumption of the State debts by the General Go- 
vernment, it may fairly be inferred that a very se- 
rioas intention exists to carry this scheme into ef- 
fect. The New York Herald, in November last, 
introdaced this subject into its columns, and used 
the following language: “This plan isso far ma- 
tured by the leaders of the Whig party, as to be 
officially promulgated in the Courier and Enquirer 
of yesterday morning. The following extract con- 
veys, in petto, the skeleton of the scheme.” Here 
is the declaration of a leading Whig paper, pub- 
lished in the city of New York, announcing the 
fact that the “PLAN IS SO FAR MATURED BY THE 
LEADERS OF THE WHIG PARTY 45 TO BE OFFICIALLY 
PROMULGATED IN THE COURIER AND Enquirer.” 


Has this annunciation ever been denied in the city 


- be vet aside and sacredly pledged as a sinking fun 


of New York by any other Whig paper? Never, 
that I have learned. It is declared not only to be 
a Whig measure, but to have been matured by the 
leaders of that par y. New for the “plan” which 
the Herald says was “matured by the leaders of the 
Whig party.” This is given m the Courier and 
Enquirer: 

Let the Government of the United States—-which means the 
people’s immediate Representatives in both Houses of Congress 
—create three hundred millions of stock, bearing an interest of 
four per cent. per annum, and let this be apportioned among the 
States on the principle of Mr. Clay’s land bill, that is, pro rata, 
according to the number of their Senators and Representatives 
in Congress; and let the proceeds of the sales ofthe publie lands 

g I for the re- 
demption ofthis stock. “Let the Secretary of the Treasury, or 
some other suitable person, be appointed to exchange so 
much of this stock as may be the portion of any State for the 
stock of such State now issued, and afier a certain period—say six 
months—pay over the balance to the respective States. ost 
probably the holilers of some State stocks would not be willing 
to make such exchanges, and, 1f so, the State would receive its 
entire portion; and from the interest annually received on the 
United States stock, and sales of it from time to time, as their 
necessities required, be in a situation to progress at once with all 
its public works, whether commenced or only in embryo. 
United States stock would then immediately fill the space at 
present occupied by about two hundred millions of State stock: 
the remaining one hundred millions would be deposited in the 
State ftreasuries, and would only he offered for sale as their 
public works or other necessities required, and which the 
capitalists of Europeand America would gladly purchase at a 
premium, ae. i 

This is the scheme; this is the plan which the 
Herald says was matured by the “ LeapERs of the 
Wna party!” and the editor puts down the 
State debts at about two hundred millions of dol- 
lars; and yet the committee has been rebuked, 
severely rebuked, for saying that they were esti- 
mated at about that sum. I wish the Senate to no- 
tice the nature of this proposition, It is not to di- 
vide the proceeds of the public lands among the 
States, but it is to create a national debt; to make 
United Stats stock to the amonnt of three hundred 
millions of dollars, which is to be exchanged for 
the State stecks, and the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands are to be set aside and sacredly 
pledged as a sinking fund for the redemption of this 
stock. This proposition would not only embrace 
the revenue arising from the whole public lands; 
but, in case of a deficiency, it would have to be 
made up from other sources. Listen, further, to 
the language of the Herald; it says: 

In illustration ef this great scheme, the Courier goes at length 
into its popularity, economy, and means of escape from direct 
taxation, which the several States must submit to if the present 
system continue. With every view taken on these points, we 
cordlaily eoncur.” It is the only and efficient system for the fi- 
nancial troubles of the age. A new National Bank 1s as frail as 
a fair one of the third tier. We have seen thejcoup de grace 
given to the rotten fair one in Philadelphia. Free banks are 
equally worthlessand numerous. Safety fund can hardly eover 
their nakedness. There is no plan, no etheme, nothing short 


- of a miracle from Heaven, can save the great credit system, ex- 


ceptit be the plan now proposed. 

Nor have these views been confined to the city of 
New York. The Cincinnati Gazette, the ablest 
Whig paper in Ohio, has taken and sustained the 


| Same ground. Am I not safe, then, in affirming 


that the leading organs of the Whig party, or at 
least many of them, have made the proposition spo- 
ken of in the report of the committee, and strongly 
urged upon the public mind the propriety of its 
adoption? Butl stop not here. The bankers of 
England, Baring, Brothers and Co., who have traded 
more in these State stocks, and, perhaps, own more 
of them than all other individuals put together; ‘if 
their circular, issued last fall, distinctly make the 
proposition, and declare : 

But if the old scheme of internal improvements in the 
Union is to be carried into effect on the vast scale, and with 
the rapidity lately projected, and by the means of foreign 
capital, a more comprehensive guarantee than that of indivi- 
dual States will be required,to raise so large an amount in a short 
time. 

A national would undoubtedly colleet capital together from 
all parts of Europe; but the forced sales of leans, made sepa- 
tately by all the individual States in reckless competition through 
a number ef channels, render the terms more and more onerous 
for all, lower the reputation of American credit, and (as reli- 
ance is almost exclusively placed upon the London market) 
produce temporary mischief here, by absorbing the floating 
capital, diverting money from regular business, deranging 
banking operations, and producing an unnatural balance of 
trade against this country. 

. It would seem, therefore, ag if most of the States. must 
either pause in the execution of their works of improvement, 
or some general system of combination must be adopted. 

From this extract it is evident that an assump- 
tion of the State debts, or a guarantee of eae paye 
ment, was not only proposed, but anom y SANS 
by these vast traaers in American stocks. in ad- 
dition to all this, a member of the other House 
from my own State, (Mr. GENTRY,] gave notice 
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‘that he would introduce a bill to assume certain 
“State debts, and appropriate the public lands for 
the purpose. That bill has not been introduced, and 
after what bas passed in this body, it may not be; 
but itis evident, from the title of the bill, tha! an 
assumption was contemplated, though to what 
extent I do not know; and unless the bill be in- 
troduced, I probably never shail. The Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Ciay,] who, I regret has 
been detained trom his seat longer than I had 
expected, has said that he hadseen no evidence 
of a design to offer such a proposition as an as- 
sumption of the State debts. All the an-wer I 
caa make to this, is, that it seems to me he has 
not looked into this subject with his usual dili- 
gence and accuracy, and the evidence must have 
escaped his notice; for, to my mind, it is ample 
and conclusive. He says thatheis against an 
assumption. No one will doubt this after the de- 
claration he has made; but how far short of this 
is the measure be proposes? He will not as- 
sume; but does he not contend for a distribution 
of the revenue arising from the public lands 
among the States, to be applied by them to any 
purpose whatsoever? Now this, I admit, is net 
an assumption, nor the creation of a national 
debt; but it is. furnishing the means of pay- 
ment, so far as they may go, to the States. It is 
not an assumption of the Sates debts, but an ac- 
tual payment of them, to the extent of the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands. The same honorable 
Senator has remarked, that I am wrong in at- 
tempting te give warning to the public from this 
piace upon this subject. If, sir, I err in this, 
this body sins every day in the same way. Why 
do we order extra numbers of reports and other 
documents to be printed? Why do the mail coach- 
es daily groan under the- weight of speeches de'i- 
vered in this honorable body? I have always 
padersiood that these things were done and in- 
tended for the purpose of diffusing information 
among the people, and enlightening the public 
mind. Scarcely a day passes but we hear it de- 
clared on this floor that no expectation is entertained 
by the speaker of influencing the votes of Senators; 
but the public may be affected by what he is about to 
say; and he proceeds to deliver his sentiments. I 
think this remark of the honorable Senator has no 
force whatever in it. 

We are asked emphatically, what right have we 
to notice the proceedings of the Legislatures of the 
States? My answer is, that the right to speak of 
their proceedings exists at all times; it should be 
exercised rarely, only upon great and important 
occasions. In this instance, as litle has been said 
ia the report as possible, consistently with the duty 
which had been assigned to the committee. But [ 
entertain views upon the subject differing radically 
from those which bave been expressed by some 
gen'lemen. 1 do not epnsider the State Legislatures 
in any degree superior to the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States. We are co-agents for the same people 
in the respective States The State Legislatures 
are supreme in all things not proh:b'ted by their 
State Constitutions, and which have not been dele- 
gated to this Government: and this Government is 
sopreme in all matters confided to it by the Consti- 
tution of the United -States; but it must be recol- 
lected, that both are acting for the same people, 
aud are the guardians of their interests. Hence 
the propriety, that the Governments, State and Na- 
tional, and their members, should give warnings 
to the people whenever a great sacrifice of their 
interests shall be attempted by either. In con- 
formity with this view, the Governors of States, 
in their messages to their Legislatares, and the 
Legislatures themselves, upon occasions which 
they judge proper, are in the constant habit 
of treating of, and expressing their opinions 
upon, subjects which are intrusted by the Constitu- 
tion to Federal legis'ation and action. I think 
this is all proper, nor do I even take exception to 
tthe proceedings of the Legislature of New Jersey, 
however muçh I may differ from them in opinion, 

in. denouncing and condemning the proceedings of 
the other House of Congress in organizing itself 
‘withqut admitting either of the party claimants to 
their seats; and in calling upon the Legislatures of 
other States to unite in this condemnation, In my 
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opinion, the right to speak aad remonstrate exists, 
although I should not concur ia the propriety of 
exercising it but upon important and interesting 
occasions. 

I wish gent'emen would assign some reason why 
this right is not reciprocal. ï believe it to be so, 
and, therefore, whenever a case occars, which, in 
my judgment, demands it, I shall not hesitate to 


speak out and give warning to my countrymen of 


impending danger, let that danger arise from what 
quarter it may. 
‘rhe Sevator from Indiana [Mr. Smita] insists 


that all proceedings, or expressions of opinion, vp- : 


on subjects not immediately connected with legis- 


lation, are wrong; that the Virginia and Kentucky | 


resolutions, passed upon the subject of the alien 
and sedition laws, have prodaced much mischief 
growing out of the different constructions placed 
upon them. That honorable Senator was too 
young to understand the matter of which he spoke. 
You and I, Mr. President, beth know that these, 
and Mr. Madison’s report upon the Virginia reso- 
lutions, were the great lever which elevated Mr. 
Jefferson to the Presidential chair, and, expelled 
from pewer the Federal party, which at that time 
rule and governed this country. This I have al- 
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templation of the parties. The absolute fee was 
granted. It was known to the States, and to Con- 
gress, that a Federal Government then existed, 
which had to be supported by taxes upon the peo. 
ple of the States; and, also, that the expenses of 
the Revolutionary war had to be paid. No one 
at that day could have believed that the revenue 
arising from the ceded lands could support the Go- 
vernment and discharge the Revolutionary debt; 
and experienee has proved it to be insufficient for 
either purpose. Therefore, it never entered iato 
the minds of the grantors or grantee, that the reve- 
nue arising from the public lands was to be drawn 


` from the general Treasury of the United States, 


and placed in the treasuries of the different States. 
It is further objected to the report, that it States 


` that the rule of centribu ‘ion is changed under the 


ways considered a great and beneficial result, | 


| growing out of the resolutions which he condems. 


if he thinks the effects produced were not advan- ; 
tageous to the country, thea we may well differ, ; 


and shall continue to do so, because there is a ra- 
dical difference of opinion between us. 

The same Senator has made a practical com- 
mentary upon our right to speak of the State au- 
thorities in debate here, very different from the 
doctrines held by his party upon this occasion. In 
the conrse of his remarks the other day, he told us 
that ihe Governor of. the State of Pennsylvania 
was ncw acting patriotically, but that there were a 


number of desiructives in the Legislature of the 


State, who were determined to destroy him. Was 
not this speaking of high State dignitaries, of the 
legislative authority of a sovereign State, with a 
freedom not claimed, or attempted to be practised, 
by any friend of this report and its principles. 

Having thus disposed, as I think, successfully, 
of these general objections to the course pursued 
by the committee, I shall proceed to show the cor- 
rectness of the positions laid down and sustained 
in the report; and, with this view, I shall ask the 
attention of the Senate to the terms of the cession 
by Virginia of her public lands. Before doing so, 
however, I beg to advert to the langnage of the 
resolution ef the old Congress, in pursuance of 
which this cession, and that of the other States, 
were made. 


present Federal Government, and yet the report 
alleges that the disposition now made of the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands, is according to the letter 
and spirit of the cessions. Such, to my mind, is 
precisely the fact. If lands were sold under the Con- 
federation, the proceeds were placed ia the public 
Treasury, and drawn from it to defray the expendi- 
tures of the Confederacy—not one dollar went into 
the treasury of any State. Such also is the case at 
present. I think it therefore clear, that both the 
letter and spirit of the cessions are complied with 
in the present mode of appropriating the revenue 
arising from the public lancs. 

The Senator fram Kentucky [Mr. Cray] takes 


- a further exception to the report, because, ina 


It was passed on the 10th of October, 1780, as | 


follows: 

Resolved, That the unappropriated lands which may be 
ceded or relinquished to the United States by any particular 
State, pursuant to the recommendation of Congress, of the 6th 
day of December last, shail be disposed of for the common 
benefit of the United States, and be settled and formed into die- 


single sentence, or point, there is a coincidence in 
thought, andsome similarity of language between 
it and a report once made by himself. I see noth- 
ing in this to which exception should be taken. It 
only proves that, in my judgment, he has thought 
correctly upon a single poiat in relation to this 
whole subject. But he says, although we agree 
on one point, we immediately separate and part 
again. Yes, sir, this is true. We habitually dif- 
fer on political subjects, and have done so for nearly 
forty years, except for a few sessions, when we 
were in the other House of Congress. That Sena- 
tor, sir, has referred on a former occasion, to the 
first subject of difference between us, which was 
respecting the first bank that was chartered iu the 
State of Kentucky. I was a member of the Le- 
gislature of that State at the time this” corporation 
was established. A bill was presented with the 
imposing title “to incorporate an insurance com- 
pany,” not a word was said in it respecting a 
bank; there was, however, a provision in it, that 
the company might issue notes payable to A B, or 
bearer; the bill passed without opposition, and I 
have never heard it said by any member of that 
General Assembly, that he suspected the incorpo- 
ration of a bank was intended. It. was, as the 


` honorable Senator has stated, a fraud upon the Le- 


tinct Republican Scates, which shall become members of the : 


Federal Union, and have the same rights of sovereignty, free- 
dom, and independence, as the other States. 


From this resolu ion, it is apparent that Congress 
asked for the cessions of the vacant and unappro- 
priated lands, not for the purpose of benefiting the 
States separately, but collectively, and the cession 
made by Virginia on the Ist of March, 1784, 
clearly conveys the same idea. The language is 
“That all the lands within the territory so reded to 
the United States, and not reserved or appropriated 
to any of the before mentioned purposes, or disposed 
of in bounties to-the officers and soldiers of the 
American army, shall be considered as a common 
fand for the use and benefit of such of the United 
States as have become, or shall become, members 
of the Confeieration, or federal alliance of said 
States, Virginia inclusive, according to the usual 
respective preportions in the general charge and 
expenditure, and shall be faithfully and bøna fide 
disposed of for that purpose, and forino other use 
or purpose whatsoever.” 


It should here be remarked, that this cession, and | 
the deed made by Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Monroe, and | 
others, in pursuance of it, reserve nothing, and | 


contain no expression conveying the idea that a re- 


version, remainder, or limitation of uses, other ` . 
than those expressed in the cession, was in the con- 


gislature. When I returned to the Legislature, | 
attempted to repeal it. The honorable Senater 
had then become a-:member, I believe, for the first 
time. I introduced a bill to effect my objec’. I 
relied in argument upon the fact that a fraud had 
teen committed, and that the Legislature possessed 
the power to repeal it. The Senator, on the other 
hand, relied upon the sacredness of the charter, 
and the vested rights acquired under it. The 
repealing bill passed the House, of which we were 
members: it also passed the Senate; but the Go- 
vernor exercised his veto power. It again passed 
the House of Representatives by the constitutional 
majority, but failed in the Senate by two or three 
votes. The bank went on, and [ heard little more 
of it, having ceased to be a citizen of the State, 
until the year 1820, when I was sent by the Legis- 
lature of Tennessee as a commissioner to -the Le- 
gislature of Kentucky, to aid in settling the dis- 
puted boundary between the two States. I then 
learned that a citizen of one of the Eastern States, 
perhaps Massachusetts, had arrived in Kentucky, 
and, by some means, had acquired a. control over 
the institution, and had run off, taking the bank 
with him, without leaving funds to discharge its 
outstanding debts. Thus began and ended the first 
bank in the Western States. It came into the world 
by fraud, and went out of it by stealth. 

The same honorable Senator said, when. I made 
the report now under discussion, J did mot even 
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stand the first fire. I have served in this body 
with that honorable Senator about ten years, and, 
according to my recollection, he has never before 
drawn upon the military science for any compari- 
son, or figure of speech. This may have been owing 
to his dislike to “military chieftains;” but now that 
he has enlisted under the banner of a “military 
chieftain,” he has added to his powers of rhetoric 
all the tropes and figures that can be gathered from 
that science. It seems to me, however, that I 
stood the first fire pretty well, under the circum- 
stances. In the first place, I had no suspicion of 
an ambuscade; I considered myself in the Senate of 
the United States, where nothing was practised, bat 
fair, open, manly warfare. It so happened in this 
case, that, upon the presentation of the report, the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. CRITTENDEN] com- 
menced his fire upon me. I defended myself 
as well as I could. Then the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. Preston] opened his batte- 
ries upon me. Next in erder came the Senator 
from New Jersey, [Mr.SoutHarp.] Last, though 
not least, the distinguished Senator from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. WEBSTER] came into the battle. 
The odds against me, in point of numbers, were 
certainly considerable; but, having truth and jus- 
tice on my side, I did not feel that inferiority, 
which, under different cireumstances, I might have 
experienced. At last my gallant friend from 
North Carolina [Mr. Brown] came to my assist- 
ance, and, so heavy a fire did he open upon the 
enemy, that I then felt able to maintain the con- 
test without yielding a single inch of ground. 
Late in the evening, when it was almost dark, 
the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Kine] always ju- 
dicions, retired us from the field, and the enemy toox 
from us no spoils of victory. We carried with 
us the subject-matter of the war, and, on the fol- 
lowing morning, we renewed the fight; and here 
we have been, day after day, ready at all times 
to do battle, and have even waited until the sick 
and wounded should recover, and the absent re- 
turn and fill up the ranks of our. adversaries. 
Sir, I delight to contend with Senators; there is 
- something high and noble in it. If I am worsted 
one day, perhapsjon the next, victory may perch on 
wy standard; and if not, then it¥may at some fu- 
tare period; and if it should never come at all, the 
country may su-tain n> detriment, nor should I ex- 
perience mortification cr chagrin. But, sir, there is 
another species of attack abcut which I entertain ve- 
ry different sentiments and feelings. There is an- 
other class of men who have assailed this report in 
nomeasured terms. I mean those letter writers who 
are sent to this place by distant edilors. These 
men I coasider the basest and meanest cf mankind: 
they misrepresent and falsify every thing that is 
done here; misrepresentation and falsehood are 
their vocation and livelihood, and I am told that 
some of them are so degraded as to write letters 
for both sides—that is, the same writer, in describ- 
ing the same transaction, will say in a letter toa 
Federal paper, that “Mr. A, to-day, made a most 
splendid effort in the Senate of the United States. 
His eloquence was so powerful, that the whole of 
the Democratic Senators looked aghast, and were 
unable to open their mouths in opposition to his 
eloquent effusions,” .&c. So soon as he has sealed 
up this letter and directed it, he writes a letter to a 
Democratic paper, in which he announces, that 
“this was a proud Gay for the Democracy of the 
country. Mr. B, to-day, did himself immortal 
honor; he Literally demolished the whole Federal 
phalanx of the Senate,” &c. &c. As to this class 
of individuals, Mr. President, I have buta word to 
say. With them I will hold no controversy, and 
to them Isay, Procul, O! procul este profani! Yes, 
` sir, the farther off the better, for we can hold no 
communion tugether. 

I come now to the discussion of a subject upon 
which, of all others, the Republican party has been 
most misunderstood and most misrepresented. We 
are charged with being in favor of an exclusive 
metallic currency. This is not £0, so far as I un- 
derstand the sentiments of the party. The Piesi- 
dent of the United States, in his letter to the 
Honorable Sherrod Williams, distinctly nega- 
tives th’s idea, so far as relatcs to his own Opinions. 
In his late message to Congress nothing of the kind 
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is intimated. So far from it, he declares that, 
im a country so commercial at this, banbs will 
always exis’. Reform, and not destruction, is the 
policy in regard to banks, which he recommends 
I know, full well, what course has been pursued 
upon this subject throughout the country. It is to 
charge us with holding sentiments which we do not 
entertain, and gravely urging on the people the 
danger of sach opinions. I will now state what 
my own opinions are, and what I believe to be the 
sentiments of the party of which I am a member I 
am not in favor of an exclusive meta!liccourrency; 
I do not believe that a safficieat amount of gold and 
silver can be procured and retained in the country 
to supply an adequate circulating medium for the 
commerce, the wants, and enterprise, of the com- 
munity; but I am anxious to see the circulation of 
small notes suppressed by those who pozsess the 
power to do so. We possess no such power; that 
belongs alone to the States. If small notes were 
banished from circulation, gold and silver would 
fill up the vacuum thas produced, and in this way 
Specie would be introduced and used in ordinary 
daily transactions; while bank notes or other paper 
would be used in larger dealings.’ It is difficult to 
say how far this reformation shou'd go, or how far 
it should be extended. I can only lay down the 
principle upon which I am willing to act, and leave 
to others, more skilled in the monetary and finan- 
cial affairs, to furnish the details. If a sufficient 
amount of gold and silver can be procured to fur- 
nish a circulation for all sams under ten dollars, I 
am willing that all bank notes under that denomi- 
nation should be banished from common use; 1 am 
willing even to go farther. If the amount of gold 
and silver be sufficient to farn'sh an adequate cir- 
culation under twenty dollars, I am willing to go 
to that amount. Were this done, the benefits aris- 
ing from it would at once be apparent; all the la- 
boring classes of the community would receive gold 
and silver for their labor; nor, would they be liable 
to the frauds and impositions incident to bank pa- 
per. If gold and silver were in circulation, and a 
pressure made upon the banks, this circulation would 
be called to their relief, toa certain extent. - The 
utility of a mixed currency, such asthat of which 
I speak, is proved in England by the fact that, 
when five pound notes are the lowest that are 
issued, there is no want of specie for the common 
business transactions of the community. Farther, 
I wish to see banks regulated through the agency 
of the State Legislatures, so as to compel them to 
be honest. In other words, I would place them 
under the empire of the laws, and whenever they 
ceased to answer the purposes for which they were 
created, they should cease to exist. 

‘What I have said, relates to the general busi- 
ness of the conntry, not to the fisca) operations of 
the Government—what we desire is to tee safe 
banking; that is, that the banks shall be so con- 
ducted and managed that the holder of a bank 
note shall be sure of his money when he wants or 
demands it. Neither is the Republican party 
against the credit system. We only wish a sound 
credit system. We do not wish to see the banks 
issuing fifteen or twenty dollars in paper fur one 
which they may have in their vaults in specie; nor 
do we wish te see men subscribe for bank stock, 
and pay itin,and then take it all out on their 
stock notes, as has been frequently done; nor should 
banks, io our view, be engaged in cotton or mer- 
cantile speculations of any kind; all such adven- 
tures endanger their note holders, and render their 
creditors insecure. If they would confine them- 
selves to their legitimate business, that is, loaning 
meney or their notes, and purchasing snd selling 
bilis of exchange, their profits would be ample, 
although their discounts should be confined within 
proper and safe limits. Men skilled in banking 
say that, generally, a bank may safely loan two 
or three dollars for one of specie in its vaults. 
Is not this profit enough? For every hundred 
dollars specie in bank, twelve or eighteen per 
cent. may be received by the circulation of its 
bills; that is, if I loan a hundred dollars to my 
neighbor, six per cent. is all that I can receive 
according to the laws of most of the States, 
tut if, instead of this, I vest it in bank stock, 
I will receive, so far as specie gives circula» 
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tion, twelve, fifteen, or eighteen per cent. When 
such privileges are granted, surely honesty and 
punctuality should be enforced. 

The measure now proposed isto give the revenue 
arising from the public lands to be used for im- 
provements among the Staies; and unless some 
other means be resorted to, you must raise the 
tariff to make up the deficiency in the revenue. 
Now, I ask, is there a man in this country who is 
not for other reasons in favor of a high tariff, that 
will assent to this. The effect will be, as has been 
clearly proven by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Hupzarp,] that the people of the United 
States, in the States, will receive from this Govern- 
ment from three to three and a half millions of dol- ` 
lars, and then pay back the same amount, with the 
increase of the cost and hazard of collection; that 
is to say: for every dollar thus distributed, a dollar 
and twelve and fa half, or twenty-five cents, will 
have to be returned. It is said,Jhowever, that we 
can make up the deficiency in various ways. The 
first which has been proposed is a duty on imported 
silks; this duty would be right, and I regret that 
the other House, which can alone originate a bill 
upon this subject, has not sent one to that effect to 
this body; for I am anxious to see this duty im- 
posed; but my opinion is, that{all that accrues from 
this additional source of revenue will be needed on 
account of the rapid reduction of the revenue from 
customs under the compromise act. 

It is urged, in the next place, that a portion of . 
the army, a part of the mounted men, which now 
consist of two regiments, might be discharged. 
This is not a time to reduce the military force of 
the country. The war in Florida is still going on, 
and if any portion of the troops should be with- 
drawn, the inhabitants of that Territory, the men, 
women, and children, will be more exposed to the 
rifle, the tomahawk, and the scalping-knife, than 
they now are. Besides, we have a very serious 
controversy with Great Britain respecting our 
Northeastern beundary; and the negotiations, so 
far as they have been made public, do not promise 
a very speedy and amicable adjustment of that dif- 
ficulty. Further, we have on our western frontier, 
adjoining the States of Missouri and Arkansas, 
many powerful tribes of Indians, and we should 
be more savage than the savages themselves were 
we to fail in furoishing an adeqnate military force 
to repel and instantly put down any hostile move- 
ment which they might make upon that exposed 
frontier. This Government, in carrying out what 
Thave always considered a wise policy, bas con- 
centrated upon the borders of these two States the 
Indian tribes that were scattered throughout the 
country. We have created this exposure to dan- 
gerin that quarter, and are therefore bound, by 
every obligation, constitutional and moral, to pro- 
tect the inhabitants against the danger produced by 
our own acts. So strongly do I feel the duty which 
rests upon the Government on this subject, that I 
am not only unwilling to disband the mounted 
men which were raised for their protection, but, 
whenever a reasonable ground for the apprehen- 
sion of danger shall be shown, I am prepared to 
vote for any amount of force which may be deemed 
necessary to repel or remove all apprehension of 
danger. It is the duty of this Government to pro- 
tect every portion of the country, but this frontier 
in a more especial manner. 

It is further said that our diplomatic corps at fo- 
reign courts should be reduced. Oar foreign rela- 
tions have been so ably and so successfully ma- 
naged, during the last ten years, that I should be 
unwilling to see any change, unless some agent 
were designated and shown to be unnecessary. 

An argument is drawn in favor of the distribu- 
tion of the revenue arising from the sales of the 
public lands, from the fact that a bill is upon the 
table in the Senate, giving to the new States the dis- 
position of the lands within their limits, and sur- 
rendering to them one-half of the proceeds for their 
expense in makiag the sales, and for transacting 
such an agency. It is true that the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. CaLnoun] has introduced such 
a bill, and it is alsu true that it is free from the con- 
stitational objection which attaches to the project 
of distribution; but whether it will meet with favor 


-or not is yet to be ascertained. For myself, I am 
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inclined to thick that it will not. My present im- 
pr. ssion is, that the system now in cpcration shoul! 
be continued, with the variations which I will now 
mention —and I will observe that the opinions | am 
about to express are not of recent daie, but those I 
have entertained ever since I have arrived at man- 
hood, and that I urged them daring the firstsession at 
which I took my seat in the Senate. I am an ad- 
vocate for pre-emptioners and pre-emption rights 
By changing day-laborers and tenants into tree 
holders, an operation is effected which makes each 
ndividual more of a man, and more attached to his 
country; iteleva'es him from a necessitous situa- 
tion to a more exalted and independent station; he 
enjoys the benefits cf the who'e proceeds of hs la- 
bor, aod there is no division of his earnings between 
himself aod a landlord er a task-master. What he 
makes is his own, and he can rear up his family in 
a free air, and with an indepeadent spir.t. So tho- 
roughly am I persuaded of this, that | would be 
willing to hold out inducements to those who now 
reside in. the old States, and are unable to acquire 
a reehold, to go to ths far West, and obtain an in- 
dependence at a moderate price. I should be inclined 
to say to all such as may settle on the public lands, 
and show by a continued residence a de‘erminaiion 
to be permanent settlers, that they shou!d have the 
lands at filty cents per acre, or even less. And I 
ask, why should we not be liberal to those who go 
to-the far West to better their fortunes? They are 
bene of our bone, and flesh of our flesh; and if 
any of the citizens of Tennessee wish to go, I re- 
peat the language which I used upon a former oc- 
casion: “Go and be happy, and may the God of 
all mercies protect and prosper you.” I wou'd 
graduate the price of the public lands; I would not 
continue the absurd practice of requiring as bigh a 
sam for poor as for rich lands. But let this pian 
of: distribution prevail, and -no set led need expect 
a -peemption rizht, nor will ihe graduation of 
price ever be effected. In short, I consider this 
project of distribution as the deadliest blow that 
could be struck to the prosperity and advancement 
of the new States; therefore, it there were no 
other reason, I should oppose it. 

‘Mr. President, 1 am not mistaken in my views 
upon this subject. Iam a Western man; I was 
reared from my infancy among that description of 
men whose cause I advocate; I know their bravery 
in war, and honesty in peace. When our country 
needs soldiers, they are the men safést to be looked 
to; and, when money is needed, they will contri- 
bute what they have with a free good will. 

-The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] 
asks, “What father would not give a portion of 
his property te save a member of his family from 
ruin?” I answer, none. But, in such case, the 
father gives his own property, which he kds a right 
to dispose of at his pleasure; but we are asked to 
give property and money which we hold in trust 
for other purposes, and have no constitutional right 
to dispose of according to cur will and pleasure. 

The Senator from Vermont [Mr PaeLPs] siys 
that this report is confused and indistinc!, in:rodac- 
ing different subjects, and blending them together. 
Not sfo; the fault is not in the report, bu: in th s2 
who thus read it. The first part of the report 
has exclusive reference to the assumption of the 
State debts by the Genera! Goverament; it has 
nothing to do with the public lands, or the revenue 
arising from them; and so it is with the resou- 
tions: the first three relate exclusively tu the as- 
sumption of the State debts, and the fourth to the 

ublic lands and the revenue arising therefrom. 

e asks, what is meant by the terms “direct” and 
“indirect” in the first resolution? My answer is, 
thata direct ‘assumption is an absolute promise to 
pay; indirect, is a guarantee or a conditional pru- 
mise, or any other form or mode of assumption, 
by which the United States might become vlii- 
mately responsible. He further says he cannot vote 
for or agains! the resolutions without subjecting 
himself to misrepresentation. All I can say is, 
that this misrepresentation will not grow out of the 
report or resolutions—‘hey are plain, distinct, and 
easily understood; and I can tell the konorable 

Senator that, if he expects to escape -misrepresen- 
tation, he will be more fortunate than most mem- 


bers of thjs honorable body. He, and the Senator 
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from Missisippi, (Mr. Henperson,] both say that, 
if I wili prove that this Government had the con- 
stitational right to parchase and pay for Louisiana 
and the Flor.das out of the pruceeds of ihe public 
land, they will then show that Congress can dis- 
pose of the public meney according to their will 
and pleasure. Tnese honorable Senators must ex- 
cuse me for not attempting to show the power and 
the right to purchase Louisiana and the Floridas; 
I respectfully decline all argument on that subject. 
I will not attempi to prove that three sovereign and 
independent States sre constitutionally among 
us; I will not offend the people of these Staves | 
by an arzument to prove that they are pro- i 
perly a part and portion cf this Confedracy; I will 
not insult six. honorable Senators by an effort to | 
show that they are rightfully members of this hono- 
rable body. I feel astonished that the honorab'e ' 
member from Mississippi [Mr. Henperson] should 
join in this inquiry and suggest‘o:.: he and his State 
stand closely allied and connected with the subject 
of this inquiry. His State was a'so purchased, 
ard su was Alabama, by the General Govein- 
ment. The only difference is this: that Louisiana, | 
Arkansas: and Missouri, were purchased from a 
fereign Government; his State, and the State of 
Alabama, were purchased from Geergia, one of the | 
States of the Union. He ougkt, therefore, to be — 
careful how he raises questions of this sort, and 
asks for discussions upon them. For my part, I go 
upon the decision of the Government of my coun- 
try; it has settled these questions long since, and 
being no agitator, I wil net agitate them here. i 
Iam ata loss to know why it is that th:s report | 
has heen treated with more severity than usual. It 
has cost the gentlemen on the other side of the Se- 
nate no labor: if any reputaticn is to be lost, it will 
fall upon its author, and the committee who ap- 
proved it. It may, however, be that a favorite 
sche-ne or plan of operations is broken in upon, 
aad defeated by it. I have late'y seen in the Na- 
tional Intelligencer statistical tables, showing how 
much the Siates of Virginia and Mary!and, and the 
different count:es in each of these States, would re- 
ceive under the distribution land bill; but, at the 
same time, not one word was said in that print, 
shawing the effects that would be produced by such 
a distribution. Now this report fully and clearly, 
in my opinion, demonstrates not only the injustice, 
the inexpediency, and the unconstitutionality of the | 
assumption of the State debts, bat that if the cupi- 
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pers, and with regret, that in ancther toly, the sub- 
ject of the Presidential election was brcught into 
diccussion. I did hop? and expect that we, at least, 
should kear nothing of it ia this honorable bedy; 
tut I have been mistaken. It hasbeen introduced 
here; and the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Crit. 
TENDEN,] though he disclaims the character of a 
that the days of 
I have 
often heard the same thing said before, but the pro- 
phecy has as often failed; and I have no doubt it 
will tail again. 

This shows how equally happiness is distributed 
among men in this li'e. The Whigs, as they call 
themselves, are always victorious before the battle; 
the Republicans are so, when the battle comes; and 


` from this time until November, we shall hear much 


dity of the honest, independent, and high-minded 
people of this country is to be appealed to (which | 
was evidently the design of these publications, ) 
even then the distribution of the land revenue 
would increase, instead of lighten, the burdens of 
the community. 


of carourals, marching and counermaiciing, with 
banners displayed, throvghout our country. They 


_ are happy in anticipation of sueces:; the Repub- 


licans a'e so in actual rucesss. Sir, the Whigs 


- constitute the most hoping and hopeful party that 
- ever existed in any country, 


They may well ap- 
propriate to their own use the idea, if not the lan- 
guage, of the poct: 

“Tope springs eternal in the Whig'sh breast; 

Whigs never are, but always to Le, blest, ’ 

Bat the same honorab!e Senator tells us that he 
sees a light rising in the West, which inspires him 
with hope. Sir, my dull optics have not seen that 
-light of which he speaks; and if the honorable Se- 


` nator will look, some time heace, he will discover 
i, that he has mis‘aken for a substantial laminary, a 


small transient metecr, which has exploded and 
le{t no trace behind. But I kave seen a light arise 
in the West; and so brilliant was it, that it dimmed 
and obscured all the lesser lights around i'; it as- 
cended higher and higher, until it reached the me- 
ridian; there it remained stationary fora time; so 
effulgent was it, that it irradiated this who'e con- 
tinent; its rays crossed the Atlantic, and penetrated 
the courts and palaces of kings, and influenced 
their councils; it was seen and felt wherever 
civilized man dwelt. But that light is fast de- 
scend.ng in the West; it has almost reached the hie 
rizon, and will soon be beyond the sight of mortais. 
Mr. President, you and I shall never see its like 
again; we are too old. Such lights do not visit our 
earth but at rare and long intervals. I need 
not say to the Senate, or to this audience, that the 
individaal I have deseribed, under the figure intro- 
duced by the Senator from Kentucky, is Andrew 
Jackson, the pride and glory of our country. When 
impartial history shall have fatthfally performed its 


` Office, the aged men cf after times will point him 


The Senator frem Kentucky, [Mr. Cairren- 
DEN, ] in bis commentaries on the report, asserts tvat : 


we are for an exclusive metallic currency; and 
that we are making war upon the banks. I have ; 
alieady endeavored to show that in both these par- — 
ticalars, such accusations are unfounded. It is 
trae we would, if we could, make banks honest; 
but the power to d> so res's-on'y with the S'a‘es; 
they bave created them, and they alone can regu- |: 
late and control them. Tre same S nator a-ks 
what difference there is between borrowing money 
from the lords of Englanti, and borrowing it from 
oar own ciizens? a dollar is a dollar, no matter 
where it comes (rom? Tu my mind the difference is 
very palpable. If money be boirowed from our 
own citizens, the annual interest remains in this 
country; itis still among us, and constitutes a part 
of the nation’s wea'th; but if it be borrowed ia 
Europe, and the interest be annually sent to the fo- 
reign capitalists who loaned it, then the wealth of 
this country is di.ninishe! to that amount. If two 
hundred millions of State bonds be heid by foreign 
capitalis's, it will take ten millions of dollars annu- | 
ally, at five per cent, to pay the interest. And this | 
drain is constantly made, year by year, from the | 
productive industry of this country; in short, itisa | 
tax upon the labor of the people of the United | 
Sta‘es, amounting to one-tenth of all their surplus |; 
productions. This I view as a very serious evil, i 
and one that ought not to be encouraged or pro- 
moted. 


Mr. President, I have learned from the newspa- 


‘: out totheir children as a man to be imitated, but 
, not be equaled. 


I will now proceed to answer some of the re- 
marks made by the Senator from New York, [Mr. 
Tattmapce] He says, this land was surrendered 
for the beaefit of all the States— hvrefore the pro- 
ceeds may te distributed to all. But this land was 


i surrendered to the Confe !eracy of States, not to the 
i States separatelf and iadividually. The right to 


impose duties on imports belonged to each State, 
within its own territory. This right was surren- 
dered to the Federal Government; and the States 
could now claim, with the same propriety and rea- 
son, a distribut on of the moneys arising from im- 
p: sts, znd the cla:m would be as well founded as 
that which is now asserted with respect to the pub- 
lic lands. 

That gentleman says that the dzbt of the State 
of New York is over-estimated by the committee; 
and this he attempts to prove, by saying that the 
State has a fund set apart to discharge a portion of 
her debt, and good and sufficient security for 
another part of it. This is a novel mode of prov- 
ing that a debt does not exist: the gentleman’s 
statement only goes to show that means of pay- 
ment are providec—notthat the debt does not exist. 
If you, Mr. President, have my note for a thou- 
sand dollars, and I have money tothe same amount 
locked up in my desk, with which I mean to dis- 
charge my obligation, am I not still indebted to 
you for a thousand dollars until I shali pay you? 
ane Senator mistakes ability to pay for non-indebt- 
edness. 


|| I regret that he has made it necessary for me 
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tö reply to some other remarks in which he has in- 
dutged. When he left us and joined the Opposi- 
tion, I certainly never intended to reproach him 
for it. My impression was, that “he went out 
from ameng us because he was not of us” I felt 
neither mortification nor ill-will; and why that Se- 
nator should use the language towards me which I 


shall presently notice, is altogether unaccountab‘e. |: 
I cannot paricipa‘e with him in his denuncia- | 


tions of the present Chief Magistrate. 1 know too 


well the manuer in which that officer discharges ' 


his public duties; that he hzs talents of the first 
order even his enemies admit—that he faishfally 


and industriously employs them to premete what | 


he believes to be the best interests of the country 
I know. 


guarding the national character, interest, and ho- 
nor. In administering our interna! affairs, the 
best energies of his mind have been constantly 
directed to the prosperity of our whole country. 


That he should te entirely free from error could | 


not be expected, bat that he intends all his mea- 
sures for the general welfare, I confidently believe 
and afirm. i 

The Senator commenced his remarks by saying, 
in application to myself, that this was all a Quix- 
otic proceeding. Tnis comparison and remark has 
been so of'en used by every body thatit has lost 
all its point, and its repetition has ceased to be 
the evidence of talent or genius. He says I have 
come into ihe Senate with two commissions. That 
is true, so far as relates to my declining to accept 


the first commission, and obtaining a second, upon | 


a second election. But, what is there in this to dis- 
turb the Senator from New York? It cost him 


neither labor nor trouble; that fell upon myself and ii 
i wih such things than we are now 


friends. I had constitutional scruples as to the 
propriety of my taking a seat under the first 
election; I resigned, and was re-elected. Even 
if I were mistaken, such respect was due, 
I think, to my own views, as to have 
precluded a reference to it here; and such has 
been the course of every member of the Senate 


(althongh I know some ofthem entertain an opi- |, 


nion different from mine,) until the Senator from 
New York took his seat among us. Those who 
scruple at nothing may reproach those who enter- 
tain scruples; those who feel them seldom will. I 
will state my views a little more at large upon this 
subject. I place but litte value on a commission, 
except so far as it is evidence of what had preceded 
it, that is, the favorable opinion of my countrymen 
—that Lhighly prize. { will tell that honorable 
Senator how I obtained my first commission; the 
second was only a matter of course. It was not 


by solicitation; no expression of a desire to be elect- | 


ed had escaped me. No, sir, I did not traverse the 
State and make speeches denouncing my old friends; 
I formed no new political alliances; it was not the 


effect of a new-born zeal displayed in behalf of my | 


ancient political enemies. I am here upon the free, 
unsought suffrages of my old political friends and 
associates. I will neither deny nor disguise the 
high gratification I experienced on my late visit to 
Tennessee, where I only remained a few days. 
When the old grayheaded men, who had stoodsby 
me for upward of thirty years, approached me, 
with joy glistening in their eyes, and, taking me by 
both hands, congratulated me upon my restoration 
to this honorable body; and when the young met 
me,in like manner, and talked of their father’s 
friendship and mine: Oh! sir, in this there was a 
luxury of feeling which I would not exchange for 
all the huzzas and plaudits which a renegade ever 
received from ten thousand tongues of his old ene- 
mies, now converted into friends. — 

The Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. Buc#anan] 
and myself, the other day, expressed an opinion 
against an exclusive metallic currency. How 
were we treated by the Senator from New York? 
But I will first remind him that 1 have teen a 
long time in public life, and, in the est mation of 
my friends, must have “rendered the State some 
service,” or I should not have’been continued until 
this period; and I submit to all candid and reftect- 
ing men, whether the language used by the Sena- 
tor from New York can find a justification. What 
is that lenguage? He sayshehas no doubt that 


In all bis intercourse with foreign na- 
tions, I have seen him careful and vigilant in | 
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at present we entertain the opinions which we ex- 
press. ‘ But a few lashes from the coachman (the 
President meaning) will put us in the traces.” I 
would inquire whether this is; a quotation from 
Skakspeare, as the Senator, the other day, said of 
the expression, “Ingratitude moie streng than 
traitor’s arms,” when applied to the President of 
the United States. I presume this is no quotation 
from Siakspeare. That great judge of human 
nature never pat isto the mouths of his lowest 
characters such language in application to the 


| Chief Magistrate of a free people and the repre- 
‘| sentatives of sovereiga States 


But were it a quo- 
tation—can he who uses a dagger excuse himself 
by the pretext that he has borrowed it from 
another? Whether the Senator from New Ycrk 
speaks from experience, as to the applicaticn of 
the Presidential lash, I know not. Forany thing 
I know, he may have been so severely lashed as to 
make him break entirely lcose from the coach. In 


that case, the danger is that he may be so mad- | 
I recollect || 
an occurrence which took place in Virginia some | 


dened with rage as to injure himself. 


five or six years ago. I was travelling in the 
mail coach; we hads‘opped in a village late at night, 
and set out very early in the morning, and were to 
travel abont twenty miles to another village to 
breakfast. We travel on very quietly and safely until 
we reached the half-way house, where an exchange of 
coachman and horses took place. So soon as 
we set out from there, one of the lead horses be- 
came very restiff and fractious; the coach- 
man applied the lash with great severity; the horse 
became more furious, and at last broke loose from 
the coach, taking with him a part of what are now 
called “lead bars,” but which, when you and I 
were young, Mr. President, and more conversant 
were called 
“swingle trees;” the coach was a very fine one and 
remained uninjured. We sent back to the half-way 
house, procured ancther horse, and moved on very 
safely to the breakfast stand. But before we 


; reached that place what do you think we saw? 
| The horse that had broken loose from the coach 


had broken his neek, and was lying dead by the 
wayside. I lec'ured the coachman for exposing 
the lives of passenzers by running such a refractory 
aud unmanageabie horse in his coach. He ex- 
cused himself by declaring that he was an old 
stage hor-e, and worked as quietly and safely for 
several years as any horse that ever wore har- 
ness—that it was only within a few weeks past he 
had become restiff and unruly—that the change was 


| a together anaccountable—but one thing was cer- 


tain, he sould do no mere mischief. 

I think I now see, by what is said by that Sena- 
ter, why it is that the present Chief Masi trate has 
ceased to be as great a favorite in New York as he 
was formerly. Views are ascribed to him which 
he never entertained. His opinions are proved 
upon him by expressions which the Senator attri- 
butes to certain people in the city of New York, 
whem he calls Loco Focos; and this isthe kind of 
logic by which he establishes his facts. The 
Loco Focos had rest.lved that all banks should be 
putdown; they afterward voted for Mr. Van Bu- 
ren; therefore the conclusion drawn the by Senator is 
that the President is in favor of putting down all 
banks. Or the Senator supposes that this might 
have been in consequence of some private assu- 
rance given by the President. That sech assurance 
was given is only conjecture; there is no evidence 
of it; whereas we have the opiniors ðf the Presi- 
dent explicitly declared in his pnblic and official 
acts. , 

The Senator conciuded his remarks with a shcu' 
for the hero of Tippecanoe. This we shall con- 
stantly hear until late ir. the coming autumn; but 
when November comes—that gloomy month, when 


| Englishmen cut their throats, and Whigs lose all | 


their antic'pated triumphs—then it will be a short 
tale, easily told; then all their joy will be changed 
into disappeintment and grief: nor will any poet 
be needed to celebrate the deeds of their hero. By 
a small change of names, it has already been done 
by one of the best British poets - 

“Charge ! Crittenden, charge! on! Tallmadge, on P 

Were the last words of Harrison.” 

Yes, sir, thus will end the political life of the he- 


Ser 
H. of Reps. 


| ro, recently adopted as the leader of the Opposition 


physcally, I hore he will live long to enjoy the 
emoluments of the respectable and profitable office 
he now fills, and to occupy that splendid mansion 
(not a log cab.n) which he now inhabits. This 
will suit him bet er than the teils and trcubies of a 
high po itical staticn, and, fur the country, it will 
be far tever. 

I have finished the remarks I in’ended to make. 


i Not on my own account, but for my country, I 
. Should regret exceedingly to see any other disposi- 
| tion made cf thee re-olutions than their adop‘ion. 


l do not mean that I should regret a mod.fica'ion 


; in any form, provided the subject and objects be re- 


taine; that is all about which I feel any solicitude. 
I thank the Senate for the patient and continued 
attention with which I have been heard in defence 
of the report and the resolutions which, by order of 
the special comm't:ee, I presented to the considera- 


i tion of this honorable kody. 


REMARKS OF MR. CRABB, 
OF ALABAMA. 

In the House of Representatives Friday, December 27, 
1839—On motion to reconsider the vote of the 
House concurring in the resojution of the Senate 
proposing the appoin:ment of Chaplains. 

Mr. CRABB said that be could not have antici- 
pated, when he made the motion to recousider the 
resolution from the Senate proposing the appoint- 
ment of Chaplains for that body and the House 
that it would give rise to so much discussion. He 
had made the motion to reconsider, not because he 
was opposed to the appointment of Chaplains; on 
the contrary, he fully approved the object of the 
resolution from the Senate, but he had dene so 
at the request of his colleague, (Mr. Lewrs,] who 
had himself submitted the same meton for the 
accommodation of the gentlen.an from Georgia, 
[Mr. Cocrer,] but, not having voted in the major- 


' ity, was pronounced by tae Chair incapable to 
: submit such a motion in the present cave. 


But 
alihough he could nut have ferseen the conse- 
quences of his motion, and although it was the 
result, as far as he himselt entertained any feeling 
on the subject, of that courtesy which he hcped 
ever to beinclined to extendto any gentleman on 


| that floor, he could not say, with other gentlemen, 
| that he regretted the motion had been made. 


No, 
sir, (said Mr. C.) there is much reason to be 
pleased that the question has come up. The reso- 
lution had passed silently through the House, and 
could te looked upon by the country asa mere 
complitnce with precedent and form; there was 
nothing of substance in its adoption. But now it 
had, by the course pursued by bim, given rise to a 
most interest.ng discussion—one that does high 
honor to both the hearts and heads of the par- 
ticipants in the debate; ard therefore, instead of 
being deterred, had he toreseen what had transpired, 
it would have furnished him an additional motive 
for submiiting his motion. If there was a majerity 
in the House, or indeed, he would say, if there was 
a single individual, opposed to the ad ption of the 
resolution, he,for one,desired to see an opportunit 

afforded for a plain manifestation of that opposi- 
tion; if, on the other hand, there was, as he believed 
there was, a majority favorable to the resolution, 
that majority would record its judgment in a man- 
ner satisfactory to itself and obvious to the country. 
His motion, therefore, had had the effect of dis 
pelling the mere form of the matter, and of giving 
solidity and substance to it, and, in addition to that, 
of drawirg fourth the opinions of honorable gen- 
tlemen in a most intersting and pleasurable dis- 
cussion. He deemed it due to himself to say that, 
when he submitted the motion, he did not know the 
precise object of the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Coopzr,] for whore accommodation 
he had acted. He knew not but that gentleman 
desired to submit some salutary mcdification of the 
Senate’s reso'ut'on. It might bave been that he 
desired to provide against compensation to the 
Chaplaias to be elected, thereby to conform the 
aspirations of candidates for those offices ea 
nearly to the true spirit of that religion they pro hag 
to teach, which should ever be dispensed in the 


manner of its glorious Founder, “without money 


and without pries.” ‘This, [taid Mr. C.) he pap 
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ceived from the emotions around him, was thought 
by gentleman to beimpracticable; but he begged to 
differ in opinion, as he surely did, trom gentlemen 
on this point. He had known it done elsewhere, 
and believed there were in the city of Washington 
pious ministers enough who would willingly take 
the labor on themselves, without pay or the hope 
of pecuniary reward from the Government. 

This course Mr. C. said he would favor if he 
saw any disposition to sustain him in it; but if the 
object could not be effected in that way, he was 
nevertheless in favor of the appointment of chap- 
lains to that body. The course he had suggested 
would doubtless obviate several objections urged to 
the resolution. One was the constituticnal objec- 
tion of the gentleman from Georgia, that this 
House possessed no power to appropriate money 
to compensate for such services as are performed 
by chaplains. He ventured to assert, also, that if 
his suggestion were acted on, it would remove one 
of the objections of his friend from Louisiana, 
[Mr. Gartann.}] In that event, there would be 
no party aspirants seeking for the office of chap- 
lain for the sake of the salary, but they would 
have clergymen officiating there in that holy office 
under the impulses alone of a pure spirit of 
Christianity. 

Mr. C. said that it was trae the present time 
was a very appropiate period of the year for 
every one to retrospect his life, and to make con- 
fession of the evil deeds done in the body; and, 
did he deem the present place a proper one for 
such an exposure, he doubted not he should have 
as great a weight of sin to confess and ask pardon 
for as any other member on that floor. But, 
believing that that was not a fit occasion for such a 
purpose, he should postpone itto a more conve- 
nient place, if not, like all other sinners, to “a more 
convenient season.” 

The gentleman trom Virginia [Mr. Wise] had 
spoken of the good effects of prayer in that Hall at 
the commencement of each daily round of busi- 
ness. He (Mr. C.] corroborated that gentleman’s 
experience, and added his own testimony to sup- 
portthe assertion. The House, it was said, had 
grown no beter of late years, and therefore it was 
inferred that chaplains were of no service. The 
consequence attemp‘ed to be deduced is not a 
legitimate inference from the premises. The 
House may have grown worse, year after year, 
and day after day, but not in consequence of its 
having a chaplain, but rather, it might seem, in 
spite of its chaplain, and of all that his best appeals 
to Heaven could effect. 

Sir, it cannot te that this House will subvert at 
this day the ancient and well-founded custom of 
electing for itself a chaplain. It is not to be 
believed that there is even a large pertion of the 
members in favor or such an abrogation of the 
good example of all our predecessors; for, although 
itis, perhaps, too true as to most of the Represen- 
tatives here that they are sinners, which it is 
acknowledged is the case with the one now speak- 
ing, yet it is equally true, in the language of the 
honorable gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisr,] 
as applied to himself, that although we feel that we 
are vile sinners, yet we deny that we are not 
Christians. 

In conclusion, (said Mr. C.) as all the advan- 
tages of my motion have been enjoyed, except 
a‘one the vote thereon, and as it is not at a!l preb- 
able there isa majority of the House favorable 
to a reconsideration, and as he was not himself ia 
favor of the reconsideration, he would at that time 
ask the permission of the House to withdraw it, 
unless some gentleman desired to record his vote 
against the resolution from the Senate. 


DEFERRED DEBATE. 


IN SENATE, 
Torspay, February 25, 1840. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented certain {fesolu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of NeW York, 
adverse to the Independent Treasury bill, &e. 

Mr. T. went at much length into an examina- 
tion of the policy of the Administration, and the 


coake ef. the Executive in relation to the Sub- 


Treasury bill. When in was first broached ın the 
President’s message, in 1837, it was the whole sub- 
ject of the message, and in the success of this single 
measure was involved the success of all the mea- 
sures of his Administration. He brought forward 
no other proposition, and it was seon made known 
that those who could not support this Sub-Treasury 
bill could not support his re-election. He (Mr. T.) 
was in a peculiar and trying situation. It was the 
first question of moment with which he had differ- 
ed wits the President and the supporters of his 
Administration. The issue was made, and the 
people of New York decided against the policy of 
the Administration, This was not deemed con- 
clusive, and they had again, in 1838, and yet 
again, in 1839, pronounced their condemnation of 
it. They had thus passed three several times on 
the policy of the Executive, and, after all these 
decisions, his colleague, [Mr. Waicat,) who was 
the sole representative of that State on the floor of 
the Senate when the Independent Treasury bill was 
before them, had voted for its passage. Had he 
(Mr. T.) been similarly situated, he would have 
felt it his duty to have regarded the expressions of 
public sentiment, and have acted differently. That 
his colleagne was the only representative of his 
State for so long a period, was not his (Mr. T’s) 
fault. The political friends of his colleague had 
prevented an election at the last session of the Le- 
gislature. At the present it was known that a ma- 
jority in both branches were opposed to the Sub- 
Treasury bill, and of course it was known that 
they would send a Senator here who would repre- 
sent their sentiments and those of the people of 
State on this subject. He regretted that under 
these circumstances the bill should have been 
hurried through this body before the State of New 
York had an opportunity of being heard. He 
saw by te newspapers how it had been hurried 
through on the last evening, and when the Senator 
from Maryland, at alate hour in the afternoon, 
requested the Senate to adjourn, the usual courtesy 
on such occasions was denied him. He thought 
that such a refusal, under such circumstances, was 
unprecedented, in the annals of the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON said the Senator was mistaken; 
there had been similar refusals, and under much 
less excusable circumstances. During the Bank 
panic, when the Opposition had the majority in 
that chamber, they attempted to break him down 
by physical exhausiion; and to prevent it he was 
compelled to resort to the use of expedients, and 
this was done in a sultry day in June. 

Mr. TALLMADGE. This occured before 
his time, and was probably during the ex- 
citing debates on the removal of the deposites; 
but he repeated, that under the circumstances, 
he regretted that the bill was passed so pre- 
cipitately. His colleague was chairman of the 
committee who had the bill in charge, and had he 
requested some delay on the bill, it would have 
been granted, and he would not have been thought 
chargeable with a seeming want of courtesy. His 
colleague was aware of his election, and should 
he not have waited for his arrival here, so that 
his Legislatare and State should have had 
an opportunity of being heard on the bill? 
Though thcse resolutions might not have been 
passed at that period, it was perfectly well known 
they would pass, and this, it might have been 
expected, would have had some influence on his 
colleague’s course, and if he had not waited for 
his (Mr. T’s) arrival, he might at least have wait- 
ed for the expression of the sentiment of the Le- 
gislatare of his State, especially as his colleague 


professes to be of that school of pelitieians who. 


recognise the right of instruction. These resolu- 
tions explain the objections to the Sub-Tteasury: 
they oppose it because its effect will be to pro- 
duce two currencies in the country—one appre- 
ciated, and the other depreciated. The better 
currency of gold and silver coin will be for the 
officers of the Government, and the baser, of de- 
preciated bank paper, wi'l be for the people. 
Add to this the doctrines recently put forth by 
those in the confidence df the Execu!ive—that it 
is the policy of this Administration to bring 
down the wages of labor in this country to a 
level with that received by the paupers of Eu- 


; matter. 


rope—and it will be seen there is just cause 
of alarm to the friends of our free institutions. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he should not have felt 
called upon to participate in th’s debate at all, had 
not the remarks of his colleague, in relation to the 
passage of the Independent Treasury bill ın this 
body, been made personal in theif application to 
himself; but as they had been so made, it was ne- 
cessary that he should make a more minute state- 
ment of the facts, and of his own course, in rela- 
tion to the action of the Senate upon that measure, 
than he had done upona former occasion, when 
called out from the same quarter. 

Preliminarily, however, he was bound to confess, 
though he did not pretend to be very well schooled 
in questions of courtesy, it did appear to his mind 
as somewhat singular that he should be arraigned 
for want of courtesy as a Senator, by one who was 
not, at the time the transaction complained of oc- 
curred, either present, ora member of the body. 
The Senate, as then constituted, was the tribunal 
to which he was properly, as he was willingly; re- 
sponsible for the propriety or impropriety of his 
conduct upon that and all other occasions, when 
he acted here. Those who were then Senators, and 
were present, saw and heard, and could judge. 
Upon their judgments he was willing to rest the 
To them, and te them only, was he 
amenable for his course: and he would now tell his 
colleague, as he had told him upon a former occa- 
sion, that he would not discuss, on this floor, with 
him or any other man, the propriety of his acts 
within these walls, touching any matter transacted 
here when the complainant was not a member of 
the Senate. This, he hoped, would end this matter 
between him and his colleague here. If the gen- 
tleman chose to discuss this, or any other topic, 
touching his course and conduct, elsewhere, he 
was at liberty to do so. The choice of the time, 
place, and manner, were open to him. Elsewhere, 
he might have rights in the matter, and he presumed 
he would know how to exercise them wisely; but 
here, he could have none. 

As, however, his course upon the occasions al- 
luded to had been characterized as “precipitate 
and wanting in courtesy,” it was due to himself, 
and to those who constituted the Senate at that. 
time, that he should detail somewhat minutely the 
facts in relation to the action of the body upon the 
Independent Treasury bili, during the present ses- 
sion, that his constituents and the country might 
know with how much propriety this charge had 
been preferred. For this purpose he would ask the 
indulgence of the Senate for a few moments. 

The Senate met and was organized on the 2d day 
of December last. Through the kindness of the 
honorable Senator who then occupied the Presi- 
dent’s chair, and the indulgence of the Senate, he 
had been honored with the same place upon the 
standing committees of the body which he had oc- 
cupied for several previous sessions, bestowed 
upon him, as the then presiding officer could testify, 
without solicitation from himself. This necessarily 
placed before the committee of which he was a 
member the reference of that part of the annual 
message of the Pyesident which related to the 
finances of the country, and consequently which . 
related to the Independent Treasury bill. Thus 
situated, if it had been his object to escape the in- 
fluence of the powerful talents of his colleague in 
opposition to the measure, the charge should have 
been that he was dilatory, and not “precipitate,” 
for it was not until the 6h day of January, more 
than a month after the meeting of the Senate, that 
the bill was reported from the committee. On the 
following day, the 7th of January, the Legislature 
of his State was to assemble, and he could not fail | 
to know that among their first acts would be the 
election of a Senator. l 

By the direction of the committee, it became his 
duty to report the bili; and by the same direction, 
he gave notice that its consideration would be 
moved on that day week. The day arrived, the 13th 
of January, and passed, and on the 14th the bill 
was called up. Some discussion was had in refe- 
rence to a pcs'ponement for two weeks to give time 
for absent S: nators to arrive, and for vacancies to 
be filled, and reference was made to the vacancy.. 


existing from his own State. He itiformed’the Se- 
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nate that his action, thus far, had been under the 
order of the ccmmittee; that having discharged 
their order, he now cheerfully submitted the whole 
matter to the disposition of the Senate; that it 
would give him pleasure to have a colleague here 
before the bill should be finally acted upon, aad 
that he should now be in the daily expectation of 
t e news of an election and of the arrival of the per- 
son appointed to take his seat in the body; that he 
did not consider it proper for him to urge any 
course upon the Senate; nor should he, any tarther 
than to give his individual vote upen the question 
of pestponement. This course on his part called 
forth, at the time, expressions of approbation from 
a distinguished Senator of the Opposition, [Mr. 
Cay ef Kentacky,] not now in his seat. The bill 
was under the consideration of the Senate daily, 
from the 14th to the 17th of January, when the 
question upon its engrossment was taken. This 
was Friday of the week, and after the question was 
declared, he, in violation of the wishes and feelings 
of a large pertion of his friends, moved that when 
the Senate adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday, 
instead of Saturday, thus deferring the question 
upon the final passage of the bill to the following 
week. The motion prevailed. He entertained not 
a single doubt then that he should have a colleague 
present by the Monday to which the Senate stood 
adjourned. 
The Monday came, but not his colleague. The 
bill was again taken up, and the discussion upon 
its final passage was continued from day to day, 
until Thursday, the 23d of January, when the ques- 
tion was taken, and the bill passed. On that day 
an effort was made to adjourn the Senate to give 
further time for the Senator from Maryland [Mr, 
Menzicx] to discuss the bill; and when the ques- 
tion was taken upon the motion to adjourn, he 
purposely left his seat, and did not vote. 
Now, as to his conduct towards his colleague, 
who bad chosen to make himself the author of 
these charges of “precipitancy” and “want of 


courtesy.” On the evening of’ Saturday, the 25th | 


o° January, two days after the bill in question had 
finally passed the Senate, the mail from the North 
brought him a letter, dated at the Astor House, in 
the city of New York, on the 23d, the day on which 
the final question upon the bill was taken here, 
signed by his colleague, giving the information 
‘that he was detained in New York by ili health, 
(that being the first information of that character 
which had reached Mr. W.) and requesting that the 
final question upon this bill might be postponed to 
_awaithis arrival, which would be on the Monday af- 
ter. But a few moments had elapsed, after the letter 
reached his hands, when he was informed that the 
same train of cars which brought the letter, brought 
also bis colleague to the city. 

Upon this state of facts, well known to the Sena- 
tor by a former explanation here, he rises in his 
place and again makes the charge of “precipitancy 
and want of courtesy.” To sucha charge, under 
such circumstances, and coming from such a 
quarter, he had no reply to make. 

His statement of facts had been made to justify 
himself to his constituents and the country; it bad 


been made to those who were Senators when the 


transactions took place, and could judge of the ac- 
curacy of his account of the matter. To his col- 
league he owed neither explanation, nor reply, to 
this repetition of such a charge. ; 

It would be seen that some time had been al- 
lowed, after the meeting of the New York Legis- 
„lature, and before the final action of the Senate 
upon the bill in question, for the filling of that va- 
caucy, and the arrival of the elected Senator to 
take his place in the body. 

He would leave to his colleague the duty of in- 
forming the Senate and the country at what time 
his election had taken place; at what time the no- 
-tice of the fact had reached him; what time was oc- 
cupied by him in travelling from the place of his 
residence to the city of New York; what number of 
days ill health had confined him there; and all the 

_ other facts, which would account to their common 
constituents for his late arrival to take his seat in 
the Senate. He had not taken the pains to make 

_ inquiries into these facts, nor were they such as ıt 
became him to enlighten the Senate about. He did 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Pappan. 


not doubt the ability of his colleague to give the in- 
formation, which seemed to be called for before he 
should become an accuser of others; but it was at 
his option to give the information, or to withhold 
it. Tohim (Mr. W.) neither course had any im- 
portance, nor had he any desire upon the subject. 
The facts were within the reach of those to whom 
they owed a common responsibility; and they would 
make up no judgment upon either side, without 
giving them their true weight and consideration. 
He had no disposition to follow his colleague 


| into the discussion of the Indeperdent Treasury bill 


upon this occasion. The subject was not new to 
either, and the views of both were fully known to 
their common constituents. He has further thought 
it proper to discuss again mest of the subjects upon 
which we have differed since we became members 
together of this bedy. He (Mr. W.) would not 
follow him in this review. He had been, and con- 
tinued to be, content with their first discussions, and 
would rest himself upon them. 

His colleague has said, with some apparent feel- 
mg and triumph, that he, Mr. W. had, upon those 
occasions, proposed to refer their differences to their 
constituents, and not make them the subjects of de- 
bate and irritation here. He had done so; and he 
certainly had not regretted the reference. It was 
one which his duty, not less than his feelings, 
prompted him to make, and it was made tu those 
who would take cognizance of them without their 
consent. ' 

The Senator said their constituents had decided, 
thrice decided. Be itso. He had not questioned 
the assertion, nor was he to do so upon this occa- 
sion. He had not claimed to stand with the ma- 
jority in his State, nor had he manifested any dis- 
position, nor did he entertain any wish, to dispute 
the standing of his colleague in that particular. He 
felt no ambition to change places, or positions. He 
said now, as he had said before, leave our public 


' acts to the determination of those commen consti- 


tuents, and not undertake to settle them here. 

His colleague seemed to manifest peculiar anxi- 
ety to learn whether be would obey instructions 
from the Legislature of the State; a doctrine, he 
said, which originated in the school to which he, 
Mr. W. belonged. He was free to avow the doc- 
trine of instructions as belonging to his school, bat 
the present remarks of his colleague were the first 
intimation he had received that he too did not be- 
long to that same school, upon this point at least. He 
‘was sorry to be compelled to infer that here again a 
difference was to grow up between them, as it 
seemed to threaten an entire separation in principle 
‘as well as practice. 

He was aware that this answer had not exactly 
reached the object of his colleague, and that he de- 
sired him to speak particularly of the resolutions of 
their Legislature now before the Senate. This it 
was not his purpose te do at present, and the only 
relief he could give him now, was to inform him 
that when legislative instructions should call for it, 
he should he ready to act promptly and decisively. 

Mr. TAPPAN said that the Senate had been 
repeatedly charged with precipitation and want et 
courtesy in relation to the passage of the Indepen- 
dent Treasury bill. He would not have thought 
these charges worthy of notice if they had on'y 
been made by those who were not members of this 
body when the bill passed; but as the same impres- 
sion had been attempted to be made by others, he 
would briefly state the facts as they actually oc- 
curred. . On the ‘Phursday that the bill passed, 
after the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. HENDER- 
son] had spoken in opposition to the bill, and de- 
livered an elaborate argument in favor of a United 
States Bank, I observed, said Mr. T, “hat the Se- 
nate seemed tired of the debate; that I had intended 
to speak on that subject, and had made some pre- 
paration for that purpose, but was not prepared 
then to address the Senate; and from the little at- 
tention paid to the labored argument of the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi, I should conclude that the 
Senate did not desire to hear any more speaking, 
but would prefer to take the question that evening. 


_Isaid that it was my own opinion that we had 


spent time enough on the bill, and that we oaght 
then to proceed to a final vote upon it; but if the 
Senate thought otherwise, and the debate was to be 
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continued, I would, on to-morrow, take occasion to 
submit my views; that at present I would give 
way to any gentleman who desired then to address 
the Senate.” The Senator from Maryland then 
took the floor, and after making a few remarks, 
moved an adjournment, which was not agreed to. 
He then proceeded to make a very strong speech 
against the bill, and when he had spoken long 
enough for a reasonable sized speech, he gave way, 
and the member from Indiana made a motion to 
adjourn. This was also negatived, and the Sena- 
tor from Maryland then proceeded until he had 
finished his remarks. After him, the Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Davis] addressed the Senate 
with much ingenuity in opposition to the bill, 
and when he had concluded, no other gentleman 
seeming desirous to speak on the subject, the bill 
was passed. 

As to the remark of the Senator from Maryland, 
(Mr. Merrick,] which was published several days 
since, and not disavowed by him, that he [Mr. T.] 
declined to address the Senate at all on the sub- 
ject, he must say, without supposing it other than 
a mistake in the Senator, it was nottrue. He 
made no such declaration. Put the Senator from 
New York seems to think that his State is the whole 
Union, and that the Senate should lay by, and not 
presume to transact any important business, until 
the State of New York was fully represented here. 
Now, he was as willing as any Senator to admit 
the claim of that great State to be treated with all 
proper respect; but if both her Senators were not 
here to participate in the transaction of the business 
of the nation with the Representatives of the 25 other 
independent States, it not the fault of this body, and 
he saw no reason why the business of this great 
Confederacy should be delayed on that account. 
But the Senator says “he has been in a peculiar 
and trying situation.” Has he indeed been in a 
“peculiar and trying situation ?”" and, for that rea- 
son, could not get here sooner? What brought him 
into that situation? What was its peculiarity? 
What was its trying nature? He has not told 
us; on that we are left to conjecture. But the 
Senator’s course has not been hidden from public 
view—it has been open to the world. Did the Se- 
nator suspect he coutd go through a cemplete trans- 
formation, and be insensible to the change? Why, 
sir, we are so constituted that we cannot choose 
but feel, and feel deeply, all great revolutions in 
our circumstances. If aman, with an apparent 
zeal and honesty, advocates any cause for a series 
of years, so as to make himself not only con- 
spicuous among the advocates, of that cause, 
bat one of the most honored, distinguished, and 
trusted of those advocates; if in this way he 
identifies himself with a great party, with the ma- 
jority of his countrymen, and then, without any 
reason, or for reasons common sense scouts as frivo- 
lous and unmeaning, he abandons (I will not say 
his priciples, for such men have no principles) 
his party connections, all those he had professed 
to Jove and honor, joins his and their former 
enemies, and is the loudest and most unprincipled 
calumniator of his former associates, do you think 
he can do all this, withont feeling ‘that he has 
placed himself “ina peculiar and trying situation? 
No, sir, no; human nature is much the same in 
all; we are so constituted that we cannot decend 
from a life of bonor and virtue to acts of base 
turpitude and wickedness, without feeling our- 
selves in “a peculiar and trying situation.” 
Do you think, sir, that Benedict Arnold 
did not find himself in “a peculiar and 
irying situation,” when he resolved to be- 
tray his country, to abandon his high and ho- 
norable station, as the gallant soldier of liberty, and 
sink into utter infamy? Undoubtedly he did; and 
although he burned and plundered the villages and 
towns of his countrymen with savage ferocity, to 
ingratiate himself with his new friends, if you 
could have heard the voice of his conscience, it 
would bave told you that he foand himself in “a 

¢uliar and trying situation. i 
Pe When, sir, a publie man steers his paba by a 
pelar star of principle, he may be AAR ; 
he may be misrepresented; he may lose his popu- 
larity; but he does not lose his honor, his self-pos- 

gsion and dignity- If public favor is withdrawn 


iso 
a mms 
@6ru Cona--+- 1ST Sess. 


he retires to private life, aad enjoys the 
ce of a mind ateass, and conscious of 
rectitude; he is not reaching out bis “itching palm,” 
and whining about his “pecu iar and trying si'ua- 


from him, 
calm and pea 


tion.” 

And if, indeed, the Senator has chosen to place 
himeelf in so ve'y peculiar and try ing a si vation, 
it gives him no authority to m'srepresent the mo- 
tives or actions of those with whom he had been 
associated, although it may entitle him to the pity 
of a'l men of honor and integrity. 

Mr. MERRICK said that the Senator from Ohio, 
in the couise of his remarks, had cad that a par- 
ticu'ar statement in his (Mr. M’s) published speech 
(was not true.” He wished to inquire of the 
Benator whether, by this remark, he intended to 
charge him with an intention to misrepresent facts. 

Mr TAPPAN said that he was a plain spoken 
man, and woald say, with Martian Luther, that “he 
generally called a spade a spade;” but he did not 
say, or supprse, that the Senator intentionally mis- 
represented the facts: he cnly spoke of them as 
they were. 

Mr. MERRICK then gave a brief history of the 
events previous to the passage of the bill. Having 
stated that it was half afier five o'clock when he 
moved th: adjournment. 


Mr. TAPPAN said the S-nator was mistaken in 


the hour; it was about a quarter past three | 


e’clock. 

Several Senators said that was about the time. 

Mr. TALLMADGE appealed to the Senate, 
whether be had not,:in ali his intercourse with 
membe s, treated them wi.h the courtesy which 
gentlemen owed to each other, and to the station 
they occupied. He was not ia the habit of using 
barsh words there or e'sewhere. He had no com- 
plaint to make of his colleague cn this score. He 
would say that, as far as parliament:ry and indi- 
vidual caurte-y were cone*rnee, no man carried it 
further than h's coileaeue. It was h's uniferm 
manner. and he cheerfully awtrded this to him 
B a, said Mr. T. my c league has m:sipprehend-d 
mz if he understood me as saying that he belong+d 
toaschool which avowed the doctrine of iastruc- 
ton, wh:le I belonged to a different school. I said 
po such thing. But when we see Senators, who 
are professedly great 
struction, quibbing for want of a technical werd, 
our confidence in the dcctrine wes a goed deal 
shaken. He did not say hs colleague wou'd do 
this, but there had been instances of itin the S:- 
nate. If I received instracticns, I would at once 
carry out! the wishes of my State, or give her an 
opportanity of filiiog my place with anther who 
would represent her traly. 

He was sorry that the Senator from Ohio had 
thought it his duty to intermeddie in this family 


admirers of the right of in- 


affair; and he would leave it to the Senate whether |: 


it was done with parliameatary or individual cour- ; 


tesy. The term traitor had been applied t» him by 
politica! slang-whange:s, but he did not expect to 
hear it from one who had svfficient re spectability 
of character to obtain a seat on this floor. Trai or 
to what? To principle? No: a traitor to party. And 
for a difference in political sentiment, am I to be 
branded as a traitor? to be compared to Arnold? 
The Senator talks of what he knows nothing about, 
and reminds me of a certain British lr rd’s puppy, 
who did not get his eyes open until he was about to 
be drowned. Bat the Senator is the very p‘r oni- 
fication of Loco Focoism. He professes to be one 
of the Simon Pures of that school. He also pro- 
fesses another princip'e, which is a very natural 
one for a Loco Foco. I have seen it s'a'ed in the 
newspapers, that when the news of the Southamp- 
ton insurrection reached Ohio, the Senator ex- 
pressed bis willingness to furnish powder and ball 
te the negroes. This feeling was only carrying 
oat the destructive doctrines of Loco Focoism. 
He represents me as saying that New York is 
the whole Union, and that all legislation must stop 
antil she is fully represented. Isaid no such thing, 
and pronounce it a misrepresentation—uninten- 
tional no doubt. It is likely if that Senator had 
his way, one Senator would be thought safficient 
for New York, provide he be always right. He 
would not follow the example of the Senator from 
Obi, and invade her territory: there is one there 


` and what were they? 
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already who is used to repel invaders, and he will 
take care of the gentleman. He calls me a traitor- 
If Lam a traitor, then are the peop'e of New York, 
whose renresentative I am, a tra tor. Let him 
come within her borders and say this to her sons, 
and they will treat him with the scorn and con- 
tempt he deserves. 

Mr. HENDERSON rose to a point of order. 
He would inquire of the Crain whether he consi- 
dered the course of remarks now indulged in as 
being wi hin the rules of order. 

The CHAIR stated that he had avoided any in- 
terference, because he tr usted to the Senate to pre- 
serve i's own dignity and the crder of the body. 
He relied on the sense of honor and decorum of 
the Senators to treat each other with that respect 
and courtesy which is alike due to each other as 
gentlemen and the station they cecupied. Since the 
Senator fom Mississippi, however, had raised the 
poiat of order, he would say that he considered th2 
remarks of the Senator from New York as tran- 
scending the limits of parliamentary courtesy. He 
regretied to be compelled to say this, but it was a 
daty imposed upon him by the position he held as 
the presiding efficer of the body, and when he knew 
his datv he could discharge it. 

Mr. TALLMADGE approved of the sentiments 
of the Chair, and would endeavor to observe his 
injunctions. All he had said was to repel the rude 
a'tack of the Senator from Ohie. Mr. T. then 


l; went into a history of his difference with the Pre>i- 


dent on the Sub-Treasury bill. He said his course 
in relaticn to that bill was taken by the advice and 
sarcion of the highest political authority in his 
State; but since that time, these very men who 
urged him to the course, had denounced him as a 
deserter. 

Mr TAPPAN. The Senator from New York 
charges me with © interfering between him and his 
colleague;” with “ invading his Sia‘e,” with med- 
dling with rew York polities. The Senator rose in 
his place and uttered a long aod rambling speech, 
in which he censured his colleague, and in no very 
modera e terms charged the majority of this Senate 
with having passed the Independent Treasury Bill 
precipitately, and wit the dishonest parpose of 
preventing bim from recording his vote against it. 
Was I to sit here, sir, a silent listener to his feul 
slanders of the majority of this bodv, with which I 
had acted? Are we bound to submit to a'] manner 
of contumely and reproach? No, sir, no; 
tor sha] exercise no such privilege here without 
the rebuke he merits. I interfered not between 
him and his colleague; 
meddled not with New York politics: but I in- 
formed the Senator that there were other S ates in 
this Union than New York, and other Senators 
here whose rights were to be regarded, besides him 
whom-his file leader pronounced fresh from the 

eople. 

But the Senator complains that I apply “odious 
epithets to him.” I have applied no epithets: I 
have supposed what might have been the cause of 
his finding himse!f in so. “very peculiar and trj- 
ing a situation” as he confe-sed he had been in for 
some tme past, I did. not say that his conduct 
and character wer: paralleled by the conduct and 
character of Benedict Amold. It is, the Se- 
nator’s own conscience which adopts this pa- 
tallel: it is ke that makes the hypothetical case his 
own The Senator says he is always courteous in 
d-bate. What are his ideas of courtesy? He has 
made several speeches here since he took his seat; 
The most low and vu'gart 
abuse of all his old friends and associates, a tirade 
of newspaper slang and pot-house vituperation, 
with frequent and most complacent reference to 
“his speech”—a speech, when and where deli- 
vered, I neither know nor wish to know; but I 
ean tell the Senator this: I never heard of 
“his speech” before, and, if it is as vulgar and 
abusive as the speeches he delivers bere, he would 
do well to let it pass into oblivion without awaken- 
ing a reco'lection of it, which can do him no ho- 
nor, “Courteous in debate!” I submit to no 
such courtesy. In my life, sir, I rave never heard 
any man speak in pubiic who was more abusive, 
more calumnious, more careless, in his asser’ions; 
he must become courteous himself before he claims 
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to be treated with courtesy by others. The Sena~ 
tor calls himse'f a Democratic Whig, and says E 
am a Loco Focc. Iam indifferent what he calls 
me; my enemies cannot change my name; near 
fifiy years I have belunged to a party devoted to 
the support of sound Democratic principles. We 
were called Democrats by way of reproach. What 
was intended as a stigma, we adhered to us an ho- 
nor; we cher sh the name; it designates principles. 
We do not change our name annually as 
the serpent ‘changes his skin. I am a Demo- 
crat, simply and purely; not, thank God, a Demo- 
cratic Whig, nor a Whig Democrat. 

But the Senator has referred to a stale slander 
that he has picked up in some newspaper or other. 
I will not descend to answer a charge made on such 
authority. I would scarcely notice any charge on 
the authority of the Sena'or himse!t—much less the 
stories which he picks up out of Whig newspapers. 
No, sir; when a charge is brought against me, it 
must have an end rsz1, an a good and substantial 
endorzer, and then 1 w-ll an-wer it. 

The Senator has asserted that the policy of the 
Administration tends to the establishment of “ one 
currency for the Governme:t and another for the 
people.” One currency for the Government and 
another for the people! Who are the peop'e? Are 
you, Mr. President, and is he not one of the people? 
Does the mere fact of his holding a seat in this bedy, 
raise a man above the level of the people? Sir, he 
may have a seat on this floor, and yet be in cha- 
racter and standing, among his fellow men, even 
below the average of the people of his own State. 
This has been an oft-repeated charge, that the 
Democratic party have established one cur- 
rency for the Government and another for 
the peeple: that, while we pay our:elves in 
gold and silver, the great mass of the community 
are compelled to use a depreciated currency. He 
would admit that the fact exists of two currencies: 
one the constitutional currency, the other the cnr- 
rency of private companies; but whose fault is it? 
Did the Government or the Democratic party etta- 
blish the State banks? The banks of all the States, 
excpt Ohio, south of New Ycr?, have refused to 
redcem their paper, and they are now fighting 
against resumption, and endeavoring t0 supersede 
the constitutional currency with their irredeemable 
trash. And we find the Senator from New York, 
[Mr. Tattmapnae.] and the party of which 
the Senator has become a member, associated 
with these banks, and giving them their 
countenance ard support in their effort to 
suppress the circulation of the legal cur- 
rency of the country. With a disregard of 
all truth and decency, the Administration 
are charged with causing this state of things. But 
I thank the Senator for his taunt, and I hope it 
will be remembered and profited by. The banks 
even inthis District, where we bave exclusive ju- 
risdictions refuse to redeem their notes, and he 
(Mr. Tarran) hoped, when the subject came 
up for consideration, as it would shortly, that Se- 
nators would, so far as their legislation is con- 
cerned, relieve themselves from the cdium of being 
instrumental in establishing “ one currency for the 
Government and another for the people;” that they 
would sanction but one currency for the Govern- 
iment and the people, and that a good and sub- 
stantialone. I have no more to say, sir; my object 
has been t> repel an unjust and unprovoked at- 
tack; to let the Senator know that if he indulges 
himself in such attacks on me and my friends, he 
must expect to be answercd plainly and promptly. 
I go no further; for, from soul, I pity the man, 
who, to court the favor æf new associates, finds 
it necessary to abuse ang vilify his old ones. 

On motion by Mr, AVRIGHT, the resolutions 
were ordeged to be pAnted, and laid on the table. 
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day of March, Mr. BUCHANAN, of 
7h, entered into an argument, in the Se- 
nited States, to prove that his views 
and op nions were misrepresented in a speech of 
Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts, delivered on the 234 
of January last in reply to Mr. B. on the sub-Trea- 
sury bill. 
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The following is the reply x Mr. Dyis to the 
charze of misrepre entation: $ 

Mr Presipext: The morning following the re- 
marks made by the Senater from Pen Sylvania (Mr. 
Bocuanan] upon my printed - spegch in reply toa 
speech of his, I asked permission Af the Senate to 
re-state my observations in rep}, as I had reason 
t believe some of them had been misapprehended, 
and to add some further remarks, as I had then 
had an opportunity to run over the speeches. and 
should endeavor thus to piace the whole matter on 
a footing that could nct be micapprehended. 

The Senate being then anxious to proceed in the 
unfinished business of the day, signified its wish 
that [should embrace another opportunity, and I 
now seize the earliest moment which has presented 
itself to discharge that duty. This, I am aware, is 
asutject that ought not!o cccupy time in this 
place, and my apology is that I did nct int oluce 
it, and claim only the right of viadica'ieg myself 
against tbe extraordinary statemen's of the membrr 
from Pennsylvania. 

In order to a full understanding of the relation 
which events connected with this subject have with 
each oth- r, I shall reca!l to mind the cecurrences 
as they happen d. 

A few days before I replied to the member from 
Penns; lvania, I made some remaiks upon several 
topics of interest which seemed to connect them- 
selves with the discussion, and the Senator from 
Mi-sissippi (Mr Warxer) avd the S n-tor from 
Pennsylvania reptied. | then rejoined that I un- 
derstood, from what had be:n said, that opinions 


had been advanced that it would Le beneficial to 


the country to recuce the value of property and 
wages, and that I might, in the course of the 
debate, make kaown my views upon the subject, if 
a suitalle epportuniiy occurred. ‘Yo this no 
re:po:se was made. Soon afier the Senator from 
Missiscippi [Mr. Watxer] delivered his speech. 
The Senator from Pennsylvania fo lowed him, and 
was followed by the other Senater from Missis- 
sippi, (Mr. Henperson.) who spoke at large in 
rep'y to him upon ‘he topic of wages. The Sena- 
tor from Indiana (Mr. Smita) next took the flocr, 
and spoke also briefly to the same point. Mr. 
Mesricr, of Maryland, succeeced him, and went 
much into the subject of the reduction of wages, in 
rep'y to the Senator frcm Pennsylvania, as I 
understcod him, reading the tabies of wages, to 
i!'ustrate what the laborer received where the 
Tce Senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Crirrenpen,) some days after, 
while ancther topic was under diseus:i-n,) replied 
to the remarks cf the member from Pernsylvania 
on the same topic. To none of these speech's, or 
the comments of the debaters, did I hear any ob- 
jection -or reply. trough I thought they understood 
the sp2ech to which they made answer,mech as I did. 

‘When the Senator from Maryland closcd his rte- 
marks, the day was far spent, but the Senate 
h.ving manifested a determination to take the 
final question, by refusing to adjourn, late as it 


. was, l rose and as ured the Senate that, whi'el 


felt itto he a duty I could not omi', to reply to 
some of the argumeats in which doctrines were 
advanced relating to great and monentous interests 
among those I represented, yet I should limit my- 
telf toa reply, and a reply on'y. I think -it was 
well understood to what my at:ention was chiefly 
directed, and I thus gave distinct notice to all who 
feltany interest in what I might say, of my specific 
object. : 

I then preceeded, in the presence of the member 
from Pennsyivania, who si's near where f stood, 


. and commented upon his arguments a larg: por- 


` 


-tion of the time I was speaking. He best knows 
whether he was ia his seat all the time, but I 


- saw him there much of it, and have reason to be- 


lieve he was there, or near there, the whole of it. 
He did not interrupt me in the progress of my 
remarks to correct any statement of his arguments, 


. nor did he suggest that I misipprehended them or 
- his sentiments, nor did he make any reply, though 


- seat. 


-he had ample opporiunity to do it when { took my 
My remarks were upon his sp-ech as deli- 


- vered here, and as I comprehend it from that deli: 


- very. 


I spoke of his arguments as I uaderstood 


. hem, being aided by soms rough minutes. note] 
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down as he was speaking. This cecurred on the 
231 of January, and, ia about a fonnight, my 
speech was published, havirg been thus delayed by 
the sickness of the Reporter. H:s appeared a little 
earlier. ‘Ihe speech I delivered is the same in 
every essential and material particular as that in 
print. The words cannot, I know, be entirely the 
same, but allelse is. The arguments throughout 
are identical, and, Mr. President, as you were an 
attentive listener, cs well as many o hers sitting 
here now, I apreal to you and them, if any varia- 
tion has teen detected, to make it known. The 
memter frem Pennsylvania has not ventured to 
suggest any. ‘These are facts about which there 
cannot and will not be any controversy. 

And here I repeat that I sp ke cf the speech 
delevered in this place as it fell from his lips, and 
could speak of nothing else, for it had nt been 
published. I s;oke of it as I und-rstood itin the 
delivery, gathering his sentiments and reasoning 
from him as he proceeded. My comprehersion of 
his views was the only guide I could have. Ia 
my reply I spoke of it in his presence, ja yours, 
aud in that of the Senate and the pubdic—makne 
every statement, every argument, as c’car and 
distinctas Iwas atle to co. _ No objection was 
made to any th ng I said. What more cou'd I d? 
What mere can any one do? What other as- 
surance cou'd I have of my correetress, er ot the 
acquiescence of the member from Pennsyivania in 
n? None whatever, unless the manuscript report 
had been submitted to his revision ard correc ion. 
I could have no reason to believe that it was pos- 
sible for me, under such circumstances, to mistake 
or misapprehend him. Ihad, on the con'rary, as 
strong reson for be'ievinz, as we ever have in de- 
tate, that I wes rizht; fur itis the custom in this 
body to correct debaters on the spot by explana- 
tions—a ruie belonging to ail deliberative bodies, 
andto the justceof whichno one ji lds a moe 
cheerful obedience than I do, fer Iam willisg that 
m :mbers shcu'd expound their own views. Under 
these circums‘ances, the sp-ech went to the public, 
and I shall leave thet public to determine wah 
what jast ce a charge of misrepresentation can be 
sustained, or if there can be thes!igitest ground for 
complaint. 

Yet, sir,six weeksafter all this, his speech and 
mine having in the mean time been widely ciz u- 
lated and rea’, the S:nator cam? into 'he Sena’e, 
ard without the sizhtest prev ous intimation, drect 
or iedirect, to me, of his purpuse cr dissatisfaction, 
rose and deciared here his astenishment at the 
manner in which he was reprecent'd inmy repy; 
ani this he did in erms hashand discourteous, l 
thought he might have pur-ud a course mach 
m-re suitable to correct a misunder:tand.ng, if 
there-was one,and that was his only view. ‘Phe 
lapse of tine and the circumstances give to this 
movement an extraordinary chirac'cr, and mirka 
deficiency in ibat decoram which sgealizrs ihe in- 
te'coure of the members of the Senete. I see 
nothing in my corrse ia tLe slightest degree dis- 
respectful to the member—no hing bordering npon 
injustice, or from which it is pessible ty infe: tre 
existence of a motive to wiong h m; ard there was 
none. But, sir, he has chosen his iime and place. 
He came here, and not to me, for redress, and here 
he has made his appeal: Ifit cou'd be h's pur- 
pase to come upon me by surprise, he succeeded’; 
for no one contd have less anticipated any com- 
plaint or cause of complaint. If it could be his 
purpose to corczal his griefs,and make his attack 
so suddenly that I might be found with the snbj-ct 
dismis-ed from my mind, with neither Lis ner my 
speech by m^, nor any thing to refresh my memory, 
orto enable me to ccmpare facts, he accomplished 
his purpose, and had the fall benefit of it; for I 
was indebted to the volun‘ary kindness cf a friend 
for the copy of his speech, handed to me at the 
moment, from which I 1ead some of his remarks. 
Such is the course chosen by the member. Here 
he has made his appeal, an! here and in the coun- 
try let the question as to his motives be judged of, 
and whether I can te justly chargeable with the 
slightest injustice towards him. 

After many comments, when talled upon . so to 


do, the Senator pointec out two paragraphs in my 
. speech to which he took exception. His remarks 
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were so d ffase upon wages, labor, and other topics, 
that I was not abe to astertain with satisfactory 
precisicn of what he did complain, nor am I able 
now to comprehend it so distinetly as I could 
wish. 

I wil a:k h'm if he bas any objections to that 
part of my reply relative to the causes of distress 
in the country? We seemed to be agreed that it 
was owing to the derangement of the currency; 
but, in the cause cf this derangement we differed. 
If he has any, I wish him to state it now, asI can 
reply more understanding!y if better informed. 

[Tne Senator declined answering. } 

I commented upon the remarks of the Senator 
upon banking inthe United States—upon exces- 
sive issacs of paper—upon tha amount of circulat- 
medium—ujon credit—upon speculat oa— 
upon exccssive impor's, and upon the increa:ed 
cost of production and the rate of wages, said to 
be produc+d by banking. I understood the Sena- 
tor to dwell upon all these matters in his speeh— 
to spe.k of them as evils calling for correction. 
If there be any thing objectionable in my remarks, 
I sh:uld be teiter pleas.d to have it distinctly 
poiated now. In the course of his observations 


| the other day in support of his complaint, he used 


| well as I can.. 


` this express on: 


“sAN Lean say is, that I used no 
such arguments.” L[regretthathe declines speci- 
fying h s objections, b.cause I was then, and am 
now, ata lcss to understand what precise argumnts 
he alluded to in that declaration. 

I understan! him to spak particularly and 
:trongly of the manufacturing inte-est, eseribing its 
embarrassment to the costo’ production, or, in other 
words, to high wege'; for labor creates production, 
and the cost of production depends upon that of 
labor. Every laborer knows that, as a general 
principle, the cost of product‘on cannot be dimi- 


I| nished, except by lowering wages, and that wages 


and production go up and down together. I under- 
s‘ocd him to impute our want of success to the 
great cost of production, and to argue that we 
should succeed in obtaining possession of our own 
markets, and be successful c:mpetitors for the 
marke’s of the world, ifthe currency could be so 
reduced as to bring down the cost of production to 
the standard of prices throughout the world. I un- 


! derstood him that this was the corrective and the 


remedy for the manu/acturers at least. I thougt 
this a neir appreach to hard money aloac; and 
how far it is consistent with bis deslarations of 
friendship to a mixed currency, otherscan judge as 


As the Senator has declined to specify, and as I 
am left to proceed by sach lights as I have, , I 
sha'l now reed some par's of the printed speech of 
the Sena‘o-, an leave others to judge. how far they 
sustain the view T tock of hisarguments. 

{Here Mr. D. read several passages from the 
speech, showing the general cuirent of a'gument 
upon benks, bankiag, and excessive issu >s of papar; 
a'so relating ‘o cred ts, speculaiicn, &c. which ‘it 
is tnnec: sia y to repeat ] : 


Sir, I cannot detain the Senate by , reading fur- 


ther, and I have drawa.ettention to these para- 
grapbs to show, what I am sùre the. meniber wll 


not qv stim, that he treat:d of banking as'it ézipts 
in the United States as highly, objectionable, and 


| bringing upon tse public evils which demanded a 


| remety. 


| face of the earth. 


I pass toanother part of the printed speech, 
which I ce m more material, as it relat s to, (hdse 
mutters wh ch indaced me chiefly to reply to him. 
The Senvtor said: 
“Sir, I solemoly believe thatif we could But 
reduce this inflated paper bubble to any thing like 
reasonable, dimensions, New England. would 
become th? most prosperous manulacturing coun- 
try that the sun ever shone upon. Why canact we 
manufactare gaods, and especially, cotton goods, 
which wil go into success‘ul competition wi'h 
British manufactures in foreign matke's? Have 
_we not the necessary capital } Have we not. the 
industry? Have we not the machinery? nd, 
above all, are not our skill, energy, and eaterprise, 
proverbial throughoat the world? Land is aso 
cheaper here than ia. any other country on the 
; We possess every advantag> 


whi h Providence can bestow upon ts for ths 


. 
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manufacture of cotton; but they are all counter- 
acted by the folly of man. The raw material 
costs us less than it does the English, because this 
is an ariicle the price of which depends upon foreign 
markets, and is not regulated by our own inflated 
currency. We, therefore, save the fieight of the 
cotton across the Atlantic, and that of the manu- 
factured article on its return here. What is the 
reason thal, with all these advantages, and with the 
protective duties, which our laws afford to the 
domestic manufacturer of cotton, we cannot obtain 
exclusive possession of the home market, and 
successfally contend for the markets of the world? 
It is simply because we manufacture at the 

i of our own inflated currency, and 
are compelled to sell at ihe real pricesof other nations. 
Reduce our nominal to ihe real standard of prices 
throughout the world, and you cover our country 
with blessings and benefits. I wish to Heaven I 
could speak in a voice loud enough to be heard 
throughout New England; because, if the attention 
of the manufacturers could once be directed to the 
subject, their own intelligence and native sagacity 
would teach them how injuriously they are affected 
by our bloated banking and credit system, and would 
enable them te apply the proper corrective. 

“What is the reason that our manufactures 
have been able to sustain any sort of competition, 
even in the home market, with those of British 
origin? It is because England herself is, to a 
great extent, a paper money country, though, in 
this respeot, not to be compared with our own. 

From this very cause, prices in Engiand are 
much higher than they are upon the continent. 
The expense of living is there double what it costs 
in France. Hence, all the English who desire te 
nurse their fortunes by living cheaply, emigrate 
from their own country to France, or some other 
portion of the continent. The comparative low 
prices of France and Germany have afforded such 
a stimulus to their manufactures that they are now 
rapidly extending themselves, and weuld obtain 
possession, in no small degree, even of the Eng- 
lish home market, if it were not for their protecting 
duties. Whilst British manufactures are now 
Janguishing, thcse of the continuent are springing 
into a healthy and vigorous existence. It was but 
the other day that I saw an extract from an Eng- 
lish paper, which stated that whilst the cutlery 
manufactured in Germany was equal in quality 
with the British, it was so reduced in price that the 
latter would have to abandon the manufacture 
altogether.” 

What do we gather from this? What is the 
obstacle to the success of the manufacturer, in the 
opinion of the Senator? What prevents him 
from obtaining exclusive possession of our market, - 
and sharing those of the world in the sale of his 
prodactions? It is the inflated paper bubble; it is 
“because we manufacture at the nominal prices 
of our own inflated currency, and are compelled 
to sell at the real prices of other nations.” Such, 
in his view, is the cause ef our embarrassment and 
failure in success. Now, sir, what is the remedy 
proposed by the Senator? “Reduce (says he) our 
nominal to the real standard of prices throughout the 
world, and you cover our country with blessings 
and benefits.” Weare to take exclusive posses- 
sion of ourown market, and enter those of the 
world successfully—and by what process? By 
redacing the cost of our goods “‘to the standard of 
prices throughout the world;” by bringing wages 
down as low as those who manufacture cheapest; 
for by no other process can we enter the markets 
of the world in successful competition. The Sena- 
tor shows us that England is carrying on an 
unsuccessfal competition, in the manufacture of 
cutlery, with Germany, because of the paper 
money of England. Germany, he alleges, is a 
hard money country, and the costs of production 

` or wages is lower, and she therefore manufactures 
cheaper. Now, sir, what is the standard of prices 
throughout the world? It must be a standard 
which will enable us to sell aslow as others—to 
produce as low as the nation that produces lowest, 
= or we cannot get the exclusive possession of our 
own market, and enter the markets of the world in 
successful competition. We must go down to the 
wages of France, Germany, and other counties that 


gone through with this, which appears on the face 
of it to be, what it is, hypothetical, and not founded 
on propositions intended to be imputed to any one 
as used in argument, I return by a new paragraph 
to the bill, and use the language I have read, not 
intending to refer to the hypothesis, or the propor- 
tion of reduction in it, but to the general proportion 
under consideration. He therefore gives a meaning 
to my remarks never designed or thought of by me 
until I heard his construction. He does not read the 
speech as I understand it, and meant it should be un- 
derstood. This explanation is the same I gave the 
other day, and is what the Senator called a dis- 
claimer. It is a disclaimer of nothing but his con- 
struction of my language and meaning. If that is 
what he meant by a disclaimer, I am content with 
it, but I wish to be rightly understood. If you 
take the paragraphsalone which the Senator read, 
it may be understood as he represents; but that 
is not the inference as it appears to me from the 
whole text. 

But the Senator went further, and read from my 
speech the next sentence, which is, “What re- 
sponse will the farmers, mechanics, and manufac- 
turers made to such a Alagitious proposition?” and, 
seizing upon the word flagilivus,used in no sense of- 
fensively, not having the remotest personal appli- 
cation to him, but applied to the general proposi- 
tion to reduge wages, &c, and not to the hypothesis 
or any thing contained in it, inquires of the Senate 
if he might not pronounce this statement a flagi- 
tious representation of his remarks? I wish him 
now to state whether in employing that language 
he meant to reflect on me personally? (Mr. D. 
paused a moment; and the Senator not making an 
answer, he added,) if he did, then I hurl back the 
imputation with the scorn and contempt language 
so unmerited and unprovoked deserves, and sus- 
pend further remarks till I hear the member. 


SPEECH OF-MR. STRANGE, 
OF NQRTH CAROLINA. 

In Senate,\Thursdag, February 27, 1840—On the 
assumptipp, bythe Federal Government, of the 
debts of the Stgies, and in reply to Messrs. CLAY 
and CRITFENPEN. 

Mr. Pargipgnr: I may say with honest Iago— 
but with m more sincerity than he did, “I do 
repent me “that I did put it to you.” I do most 
sincerely reret the rashness which has imposed 
upon myself a task to which my state of health is 
so inadequate—the undertaking 10 address the Se- 
na'e upon a subject which opens and has already 
afforded so wide a field of debate. But the 
good humored assaults made upon me on 
yesterday by the Senator from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Critrenpren,] excited me to a degree 
that made me unmindful, for the time, of my 
weakness. Perhaps he brought me somewhat into 
the state of the Prince of Denmark when wi'ness- 
ing the extravagances of Laertes over the grave 
of his sister, he exclaimed, ‘Nay, an thoul’t 
mouth, I?ll rant as well as thou.” His prophetic 
evisions produced a correspondent delirium im my- 
self, and tempted me to efforts to outprophesy him. 
Time mst, as in other cases, disclose whether the 
four hundred who foretold success to Ahab at Ra- 
moth Gilead, or Macaiah the sen of Imlah, who 
pregnostieated defeat, are the truer prophets. 

But neither of us, I fear, can beast much of unc- 
tion from abeve; and while it is forbidden to us to 
leok even upon the shadows of coming events, we 
must be content to speculate by the pale light of 
reason, and to draw from the exper.ence of the past, 
analogical deductions for the futare. 

When I said to the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
CRITTENDEN] on yesterday that I differed from him 
with less regret than I did with the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bucnanan,] I said it ia ne spi- 
rit of uskindness; indeed, had I done so, I should 
have misrepresented my own feelings. I am not 
one of those who cannot do justice to a political 
opponent. No one, I am sure, within this chamber, 
listens to that Senator with more pleasure than my- 
self; no one more admires the dexterity with which 
he wields his blade, although myself may semetimes 
feel the keenness of its edge. But I cannot bat re- 
gret that the same sagacity and skill with which he 
-wields it are not displayed in the selection of the 


produce lower than our laborers, or those of Englan ds 
If can understand language, the paper bubble is to be 
reduced till this result is reached. The Sena’or says 
he is for a mixed currency, but goes for the reduc- 
tion of it till it brings prices to this standard. Of 
what consequence is it, Mr. President, whether it 
shall be mixed or unmixed, hard money, or hard 
money and paper, if the reduction is to go on till 
this effect of coming down to the standard of prices 
throughout the world is produced? None whatever: 
and yet, so confident is the Senator in the sound- 
ness of his policy, that he exhorts the manufac- 
turers to take the ecrrective into their own hands,and 
to bring this result about; and yet he complains of 
me as representing him as too much of a hard-mo- 
ney man. I supposed in all this the Senator locked 
really to hard money; but whether he did or not is of 
little consequence, as the effect on labor and business 
will be the same. I was led to this conclusion, for I 
thought he would not wish to be understood as 
viewing one currency as most useful to the manu- 
facturers and another tə the country. If there be 
confusion in the matter, I am not answerable for 
that, for I replied to sach opinions as were ad- 
vanced. ft appeared to me that the evil complain- 
ed of was the expanzion of the currency, and the 
remedy proposed a reduction to this standard of 
prices throughout the world. 1 know the Senator 
has spoken much of his friendship for laborers; but 
it is his practical views of policy, his means to be 
employed to secure prosperity, that I examined. I 
did not consider the part of his speech from which 
he has read, and considers the foundation of unjust 
remark elsewhere, as an important or material por- 
tion of his reasoning. Such is the doctrine, contain- 
ed in the printed speech. It is before the world, and 
let them judge of it, and see whether I have brought 
the member nearer to being a friend of hard mo- 
ney than he brings himself. ; 

But the Senator pointed cut two paragraphs in 
my reply which he says do him injustice. If so, 
it was not my purpose. On the first page, he 
alleges that, in a general summary which I make, 
(not of his exclusive views, as the paragraph 
shows,) I impute to him an opinion that the Sub- 
Treasury will have a greater influence over banks 
and banking, and reduce the currency beyond what 
he ever thought or has contended it would do, not- 
withstanding I expressly state, in another place, 
when I speak of him alone, that he declares him- 
self the friend of well regulated banks and a 
mixed currency. On this point, I shall only say 
itis the last on which I could have anticipated 
complaint, after all the reasoning of the Senator 
to prove the expediency of reducing the currency, 
because of the evils of banking. But the effect 
of the bill is matter that never entered my mind 
asof any moment. It was not the measure of in- 
fluence which it would have that I discussed, or 
thought important, as I alluded to it only ina 
summary way. It was the opinions and doctrines 
advanced in the argument, the general scope of 
policy advocated by the member, upon which I 
commented, and to whichI replied. I could not 
misunderstand him in expressing the opinion that 
the bill would have its influeace, as a corrective, 
and I am indifferent what degree of influence is or 
may be ascribed to it. 

The Senator laid hold of another isolated para- 
graph of my reply at the thirteenth page, and sup- 
poses I meant to assert that he and his friends*con- 
tended that the bill would reduce the valne of pro- 
perty and wages one-half. I assured him the other 
day, and now do it again, that such is not my 
meaning, nor does it :ecm to me to be the just or 
fair construction of the language. The language 
is this: “ I do not impute this power to the bill, but 
it is enough for me that its friends do.” What 
power? He alleges the power te reduce wages and 
property one-half. I say the power to reduce 
wages and property, and to improve our relations 
to foreign trade, without assigning any particular 
proportion of reduction. The Senator draws the 
the pzoportion from a hypothetical case stated by 
me in illustration of the general proposition under 
consideration, that a reduction of wages would be 
-beneficial to the laborer. This I combated, and 
in the hypothesis assumed a case in which wages 
were supposed to be reduced one-half. Having 
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eause in which to draw it. I should be happy to 
fight upen the same side with the Senator from 

_ Kentucky, did not sad experience convince me that 
if I ever do so,'I must be content to take the wrong 
one. 

As usual, the debate upon the report and resolu- 
tions submitted by the chairman of the Select 
Committee, the Senator from Tennessee, (Mr. 
Gnonvy,] has taken a very discursive range, and 
the whole field of party strife has been traversed 
as suited the tastes of the various speakers. Upon 
its first introduction, the report was met by the 
most extraordinary fusilade ever witnessed in this 
chamber, and the vigor of the attack plainly iadi- 
cated the heart cherished value of the objects 
against which the report and resolations were 
levelled. And yet the resolutions contain four 
simp!e propositions, which the report sustains by 
able and unanswerable arguments. The first three 
of these propositions are: 

1. Resolved, That the assumption, directly er indirectly, by 
the General Government, of the debts which have been, or may 
be, contracted by the States for local objects or State purposes, 
would be unjust, both te the States and tothe people. 

2. Resolved, That such assumption would be highly inex- 
pedient, and dangerous tothe unien of the States. 

3. Resolved, That such assumption would he wholly un- 
authorized by, and in violation of, the Constitution of the 
United States, and utterly repugnant to al! the objects and pur- 
poses for which the Federal Union was formed. 

Neither of these propositions had aay ene 
the temerity openly to question, and with ail the 

` fearlessness ascribed by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] to American Senators, 
in the discharge of official duty, and justly, as I 
trust, no one here has been bold enough to dispu‘e 
the treth of either of them. 

But it is said their assertion in this form, and at 
this time, is irregular, unnecessary, and impolitic. 
Irregular, because no legislative action is preposed, 
either by the report or the resolutions. This is an 
` extraordinary objection to come from a party who 
passed the resolution, condemnatory of General 
Jackson, through this body, by acclamation, It is 
true that resolution was subsequently expunged, 
but the ground ef its expunction was not that it 

contemplated no legislative action. But is it true, 
that our duty here is confined to the mere passage 
of laws? Does the steerage of the vessel of State 
depend exclusively upon the passage of laws? And 
if not, is Cengress to leave that steerage to othe: 
hands, and take no thought of the direction in 
wh ch the vessel is tending? If, from the look out 
point which it occupies, it beholds rocks and 
shoals, and whirlpools, and quicksands lying before 
her, is no warning voice to be lifted up? Can there 
be a doubt that this is one of the most important 
duties which our constituents expect us to perform; 
that we should make diligent use of all the taleats 
which God has given us, ard of the advantages 
of our position, to search out political trath, keep 
it steadily in view, and proclaim it to our fel- 
low-citizens? Does not the whole usage of the 
nation prove it to be so? In my opinion, sir, were 
we to neglect this, we should neglect the most im- 
pertant half of eur duty. The report and resolu- 
tions then are not irregular, unless, as is further 
contended, they are unnecessary. 

They are denounced as unnecessary because the 
assumption of the State debts by the General Go- 

` verament has never been centemplated by any 
one. Whe that has looked upon the signs of 
the times can feel this security? Are not the 
newspapers of a certain class full of suggestions 
_ Upon this subject, and have not the circulars ef 
bankers been put forth indicating its propriety and 
even its necessity? But the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, who addressed us some days ago, (Mr. 
_ Cray,] demands, with an appearance of scorn, if 
weare to pay any attention to newspaper sug- 
gestions or bank circulars? I answer, unhesitat- 
ingly, yes. He asks if our action is to be at all 
affected by them? Again I answer, yes. The day 
has gone by when the press is nothing, or money 
kings are to be despised. The latter great person- 
ages plant their feet upon the necks of those who 
_ control empires. How long has it been since the 
stamp of a banket’s foot and his declaration that, if 
_ a certain war was declared, he would not be seen 
again for many months upon ’change, had an im- 
pertant bearing upon the measures of one of the 
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first powers in Europe? This happened on the 
other side of the Atlantic; but are we without si- 
milar experience on this? Is it for us, yet panting 
after a struggle with one of these mammoth pow- 
ers, to affect to despise them? Is it for us, who 
have lately witnessed bulletins and proclamations 
aud letters issuing from the marble palace, agitat- 
ing the vast political mass in our country, as the 
ocean is stirred up by the breath of the storm, to 
talk about being regardiess of bankers’ circulars? 
And when we hear the murmur of the coming 
tornado, are we to wait until it strikes us before 
we prepare ourselves te meet it in safety? When 
we see the opiates preparing for the people, and 
the chains being forged which are to bind them in 
endless slavery, is it our duty to wait until the 
drugs have been administered and the chains fas- 
tened not only upon their limbs, but around their 
hearts, till they are bound to the earth, manacled 
and fettered, befere we warn them of their dan- 
ger? No one contemplates assuming the State 
debts by the General Government! Did not the 
Senator from Kentucky, who addressed us the 


. viher day, [Mr. Cuay,] pour forth notes of Jamen- 


tation over the hapless condition of the States, 
res-ed down with deb? One might have almost 
fancied them the plaintive exclamations of the 
poetic King of Israel over the untimely fate of 
his son Absalom. Did he not speak of the intimate 
relationship existing between ‘he States and the Gene- 
ral Government? Were not the States commended 
to eur sympa'hy, and spoken of as bone of our bone 
and fle-h of our flesh? That if one suffers, all 
partake of the suffering? &c. And why was 
ali this? From the fullness of the heart the mouth 
speaketh. Why speak to us of the woes of fe 
States, and the sympatby due to them, if we were 
not expected to bring relief? Do men spend their 
breath in detailing their grievances, and appealiag 
to the pity of those from whem they expect no- 
thing? A politician, as old, and experienced, and 
skilful, as the Senator from Kentucky, speaks not 
without an object; and, to me, the inference is 
clear, that, like leaven, his words are cast into 
the mass to create a ferment in the’ public mind 
until it throws out some food for the cravings of the 
States, or rather of the British bankers. The ob- 
jection, then,that these resolutions were unnecessary, 
is as groundless as the one that they are irregular. 
And this is further conclusively proven by the third 
objection brought against them, to wit, that they 
are impolitic. How impolitic? Because, forsooth, 
they will injure the credit of the States. It cannot 
be the mere declaration that the States owe so 
much money that can injure their credit, because that 
was before a matter of public notoriety. The debts 
of Governments, and especially free Governments, 
can never bea secret to any one who desires to 
know the truth. They are contracted in the face 
of day, and are evidenced by records continnally 
spread open in the broad light of the sun. What, 
then, is thefdiscrediting matte:? It is the declara- 
tion that this Government will not assume to pay 
them. But if it was known and believed before 
that this Gevernment wou'd not assume to pay 
them; if the conviction was firm and unwavering, 
would a declaration to that effect eperate in any 
way upon any mind? Surely not. Suppose this 
Government were to declare that it would not as- 
sume to pay the debt of Great Britain; would that 
effect the credit of Great Britain? No! And no 
one imagines that it would. Why? Because the 
wildest visionary that ever lived, never for a mo- 
ment imagined that the Government of the United 
States would assume the British debt. If, then, 
the public mind on both sides of the Atlantic were 
equally clear of the impression that the General 
Government would assume the debts of the States, 
as that it would assume the debts of Great Britain, 
could the credit of the States be any more affected 
by the declaration that she will not assume their 
debts, than would be the credit of Great Britain by 
asimilar declaration? Surely not. The argument, 
then, that the credit of the States will be affected 
by the declaration that the General Government 
will not assume their debts, must be founded upon 


_the supposition that such an expeciation exists 


somewhere. Now, as it is admitted on the other 


_ side that no one ought to have the folly to contend 


933 
Senate. 


for such assumption, it follows that such an expec- 
tation is erroneous, And isit right and just to suffer 
any one to remain under it? lf no one entertains 
this expectation, the declaration that it is erroneous 
is at least harmless; and if any one does entertain 
it, itis but just to apprize them of their error. 

But the secret that such an impression does exist 

somewhere,and the true origin of that impression,are 
disclosed farther by a metaphor resorted to by the op- 
ponents of these resolutions to show their impolicy. 
‘They speak of this Government being the father, and 
the States the children. From this figure the prin- 
ciple of consolidation is distinctly seen peep- 
ing out, and its fallacy ought to be at once 
exposed. Does the son beget the father, or the fa- 
ther the son? Is the procreator or the offspring an- 
terior in existeace? There can be but one answer 
to these questions. Now as the S:ates made the 
General Government, and not the General Govern- 
ment the State Governments, and as the State Go- 
vernments existed for years before the General 
Government, the General Government cannot be 
the father of the State Governmen's. But waiving 
the correctness of the figure for the present, for the 
sake of argument let it be conceded that the rela- 
tionship does exist as supposed. Assuming this, 
the argument on the other side is, that it is 1mpoli- 
tic and unkind for a father to proclaim the indebt- 
edness of his chi'dren, and declare in advance that 
he wili not assume their debts. But jn this argu- 
ment two important facts are overlooked in the case 
of the particular family spoken of, viz: in the first 
place that the indebtedness of the children is known 
to every one before the father speaks, and in the 
next place that the father cannot speak to his chil- 
dren without all the world hearing him. : The 
question then arises whether such a father, know- 
ing that his children were largely indebted, and 
that designing persons were endeavoring to per- 
suade them that it was the duty of the father and 
the interest of the whole family that he should as- 
sume their debts, while he himself firmly believed 
that such a step would be ruinous to all, 
and unjust to many branches of it, he ought 
not to warn his children against listening to perni- 
cious counsels—counsels tending to render them 
indolent and extravagant—and distinctly to ap- 
prise them that, according to his views of justice, 
expediency, and the family relationship, such a 
thing was totally inadmissible? So much for the 
first three resolutions. 

4. “Resolved, That to set apart the public Jands, or the reve- 
nues arising therefrom, for the beforementioned purposes, 
would be equally unjust, inexpedient, and unconstitutional. 

And here the gentlemen on the other side make 
their stand and fight against the resolution, and in- 
sist that it is both constitational, just, and expedi- 
ent, to distribute the prceeeds ot the public lands 
among the States. On all these points I take issue. 
1. I say it is unconstitutional. Why? I assume 
it as a political axiom, disputed by no one, that 
this Government has no power to raise money for 
any other parposes than those set forth in the Con- 
stitution which gave that Government existence. 
I assume further, what I suppose no one will ques- 
tion, that distribution among the States is not one 
of those purposes. Does it not follow, as an inevwi- 
table conclusion of right reason, that whatever 
might be the constitutional power of Congress over 
a fund on hand, which it was evident could never 
be absorbed in the proper outlay ef the Govern- 
meat, it would be a manifest breach of all constita- 
tional trust to make such a distribution when the. 
effect would be te create a necessity for raising fur- 
ther sums by taxation to supply the place ef those 
so diverted by distribution? 

Bat I understood the Senator from Kentueky, 
who addressed us the other day, [Mr. Cray,] to 
consider a portion of these lands as a specific trust 
to be applied to certain purposes distinctly pointed 
out in the deeds of cession. 


The following is the language used in the cession made by 
the State of Virginia, on the first day of March, seventeen hun- 
dred and eighty-four, to wit: “That all the lands within the 
territery so ceded to the United States, and net reserved or ap 


` prepriated to any of the heforementioned purposes, or disposed 


of in bounties to the officers and soldiers of the American army, 
shall be considered as a common fund, for the use a penni t 
of such of the United States as have me, a boto ae 
members of the Confederation or Federal nance o ai 

States, Virginia inclusive, according to the usual reepective 


proportions in the general charge and expenditure, and shallba ~ 
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faithfa'ly and dena Ade diafiosed of for that purpose, and for 
no other use or purpose whatsoever. p 
The language u-ed in the deeds of other Siates is 
substantiaily the same. I is very obvious that di:- 
tribution is not one of the objects of the trust, or it 
would have been set forth. The object, after cer- 
tain reservations, is one, and that is “to be a còm- 
mon fund for the use aad benefit ofall the States, 
according to the. asual respective proportions in 
the general charge and expenditure.” >It is well 
known that, at this time, our Federal Cons'itution 
had. not been adopted, and that each State contri- 
_ buted by taxing and collecting {from her own citi- 
zensso much to the general charge as Congress 
deciared to be her quota. The object of the trust 
declared in relat.on to the pubiic lands, was then 
manife:t—that a proportion equal to what each 
Biate ccntributed to the general charge and expen- 
diture, of the proceeds of the public lands, was to be 
applied tewards her quota of such charge and ex- 
pencituré,and diminish to that extent her neces- 
tity for seif taxation. The words “use and beue- 
fi.” exclude the ice: of an actual surrender to the 
States; butimp'y an app'icaticn by a nustee to the 
_ particular use declared. Ard as it to exclude any 
possibility of mstake, the deed goes on to Cceclare 
that it shall be faithfully and bona fide, (appropriate 


` words as applicable to a servant cr trustee,) dis- - 


po:ed of for that purpose, and no ether use or pur- 
pore whatsoever. _ Nothiag can be more specific 
and exc'usive of eve: y other use and purpose than 


eontributicn to the gen ral charge ard expen ’i ure. ' 


:ı Thus matier: stood anterior to the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution. But I understood the Sena- 
tor from Ke.tucky, {Mr. Cuay,] to say that, after 

that, the execatiun oi the trus: became impcs-ible, 
and the trast fund con:equeatly resulted tw the ori- 
ginal gean‘ors. That the States no longer cen'ri- 
buted, by ‘self-taxation, their, proportions ta the 
| genera! charge and. expenditure; but the levy of 
iaxes. was made by the. General Government 


~” through imp: sts upon the country at large, and 


` the measure of app'ication, and the subjects of ap- 
' ligation were thereby enaihi'ated. It is true: that, 

in practice, after the agdopiion of the, Federal 
` Constitution, the Sta’es, were no more called on to 


` epntribate their proportions of the public charge. 


and expenditore, but this was a mere. practical 
' operatioa. Foten ially, both the objects and mea- 
gure of the application of the preceeds of the pub- 
lic jands, were prezerved in the Constituiion. Io 


the first article, second section, and third clause of 


“ the Federal Constitstion, it is declared: 
` «Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among 
the several States which may be included within this Union, 
“according to their respective numbers, ete.” Sr 
> The whole revenue, then, ii thoaght expedient, 
-might be raised by.direet taxation, (and weuld pro- 
- bably be the mest equitable mo ‘e,) and if so rane, 


-@leaily the proceeds of the publie fends oushi, ac- 


veordmg to the terus of crs:ion, to be applied in 
: wid of the States in their respective proporticns, to 
. Jighten the ‘burden of direct taxatioa upon each. 
-"Fhea both the object of -appl'c:t oa and the mea- 
-~ “sare of proportion would stand out in bold relief. 
- Reasons ‘of policy and conventesce bave. induced 
the States to prefer taxation. by imposts: to.direct 
- taxation, bot in neither form co they desire to be 
vtex-d beyond the public necessities;: and. to no far- 
~ ther’ extent; jn either fourm, has power been con- 
~ferred on Congress to impo e taxes, and in neither 
form his. Cenzréss the right to impose farther 
taxes, while'a fund remains on hand applicable to 
the public expenditures.’ The puthe lands, then, 
-must bersed to lighten -the barden of taxation, “in 
: whatever form taxation is- levied.. Whether the fact 
be strictly so or not, taxation ‘by imposts is sub- 
“mitted: to, beeauss it is sappcsed to approxima’e 
‘ the. same proporticn: in contribution by the re- 
spective States, with direct taxation. The trast, 

. therefore, upon which .the publie lands were held, 
stands in its full force, and unehanged in its na- 

- ture and objects. This is conclusively shown by 
- the striking facts, that.alihongh the Federal Consti- 


‘Virginia deed of cession, which, itis now con- 


tended, could. thea have no operative mean- 
ing, and thereby. dec'ared trusts which it was ob- 
vious, at the time they were declared, could never 
be executed. This is altogether too absurd 
to be supposed; and it must necessarily follow that 
it was wel understood that the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution produced no change in the 
operation of there grants: This is further con- 
firmed by the second clause of the third section of 


the fourth art'cie of the Constitution, which declares ‘| 


that 
“The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make all 
needful rules and regulations respecting the territory, or other 


_ property helonging to the United States.” 


Now what territory was there belonging to the 
United States, other than the lands ceded by the 
States? And there js no evidence that any other ter- 
titory, which could be called property of the Uni- 
ted States, was in contempiation. So far from it, 
purchases of teriitery, since made, have been se- 
riously questioned as breaches of the Constitution. 
It follows, then, that these public lan’s were deemed 
the property of the United States by the framers of 
the Constitution, and not that the trust had resul ed 
for the want of power to execute it. It appears, then, 
that Congress holds this tund under the same trusts 
that it dors other property of the United States; and 
the question recurs whether, if Cons ress cannot 
constitutionally raise morey for distribution among 
the States, she can do so indirectly, by applying the 
meney which she holds for the purposes: f the Go- 
vernment, to distribution among the States, and 


thereby create a necessity fer raising other money | 
for those purposes to which the fand distributed ; 
ought to have keen applied? Every fair mind fur- | 


hishes a ready answer to this question. - 

Aud is it not equally obvions, that while the Go- 
Vernment continues in operation, such must be the 
effect of every distribution, unless we can suppo-e 
the improbable (and certamly not how evisting): 
case ot the General Government holding funded 
debt or stocks yielding an annual interest sufficient 
to defray its current expenses. The enlightened 
and able Senator from Sowh Carolina, (Mr. CaL- 
HouN,].in his argument on the expédiency cf this 
measure, has put the case. of- the present state of 
the Treasury and the prospective revenue, showing 
thet an ‘abstraction ef the proceeds of the public. 
lands must render an increase of the tarif inevita- 
bie. Batis it not equally apparent that if, as he 
and-I boti- think, we have no right to lay a tariff 
for any other purpose than revenue, a distribution 
of mcney in the Treasury, which would have the 


| effect of rendering a reduction of the tariff imprac- 


| 


ticable, would be Hable to the same objections? 
Both would have the effect of causing taxation to 
supply money which had been dis'r'buted. 


arrive at tte conclusion, that a cistribution of the ; 


proceeds of the public lands as far transcends the | 


constitational trust powers of Congress as the 

assumption ‘ef the State debts, a'measureé from the 

advocacy of which, as before stated, every body 
rinks. war hie ee oe 


gentlemen have to contribute a sum, 16 be imme- 
diately divided cnt among them in the same pro- 


portions in which they hal contributed? None. 
Still less would they be in favor of sucha measure, _ 


‘if they were required to piy some one for collect- 
“ing and distributing the money. ‘But if ‘the distri- 
bution were to be in some different ratio from that 
Hn ‘whch ‘the contribution had been made, then 
would it: be inevitable that “some of the parties. 
-must withdraw more than they contributed, and,” 


| consequently, others less. -This might commend 


: the arrangement to the favor of those who were to 


be gainers by the operation; and if it were uncer- 
tain which of the parties were to be the gainers, 
the gambling spirit to which every man is more or 
less subject, would probably commend it to the 


I thus |} 


per ca;ita, would not the ineqvality of the plan 
shock a very blunt sense of justice? 

3. As to the inexpediency of the distribution ob. 
jected to by the resolution, what can any maa say, 
afier the luminous and forcible portraitare made 
of its effects, a few days ago, by the S:nator from 
South Carolina? Itisa ves’ subject, and I will not 
overtask myse'f ard the patience cf the Senate by 
going into it. I leave it as left by the Senator from 
South Carolina. I will net attempt togida sun. 
beam. 

And here, sir, the subject weuid sem naturally 
to close; but the memory of man runneth not to 
the contrary ef the practice on this floor of mak- 
ing every question of any magnitude to Lear upon 
the strife of party raging in this land. Be it so: 
and if gentlemen will force them upon us, I, for 
one, am net for shrinking from such ccnes's. I, 
for oue, have such ecniidence in my politcal prin- 
ciples, as io be willing to see them sifted aud exa- 
mined at all times and in all p'aces—ay, and to 
believe, too, that they can bear se me mis! esresenta- 
tion, without endangering greatly their perpetuity, 

“Truth, crush’d to earth, will 1ise again— 
Th’ eternal years of God are hers; 
But Error, wounded, writhes in pain, 
And dies amid her worshippers.” 
So may error ever peri-h, ant, ameng other erto:s, 
those of Harvisonian Federalism. 

The great d:fficully of the cause to which 
I belcnz, in our party srifes, is the pre- 
servation of our own banner. Oar adversaries 
are ever striving to throw matiers into con- 
fusion, ard, taking advantage of the tumult, to 
rob us cf our banner, and to thrust theirs inio owr 
unwilling grasp. Our names are se:z-d upon, and 
appropriated to themselves, and others fixed upon 
us, by which our forefathers never baptized us. 
Thus eecasionally are our own brethren and kin- 
dred, men of the seme political fem/ly, and shar- 
ing with usin the common inheritance of sound 
faith, made for a time to fight zgains! us; and mis- 
chief is perpetra‘ed, difficult to repair: for it is not 
every man “who knows the true prince by in- 
stinct,” like the fat knight, of fece:isus memory. 
_ I donot know a better service that a man can 
do to his covntry, than to hold forth, with. a strong 
arm, to the public view, tke g'orions Democratic 
banner, in its unadorned simplicity, with i's plain, 
p:thy, intelligible mottoes.. The theory of Govern- 
ment, which should be the plainest thing on earth, 
has been by arlitce converted into a puzz'e-fool, 
and itssinple purpcs:s mystified and defeated. 
The happiness of man, through its terdencies..fo 
render him_virtuous, is its sole « fice, if it ha: any 
worth the trouble and expense tha‘ it cests.. It: 


„systems are various, but they may be recuced to 


two classes that which addresses the reason of 
man, and withholds from kim temptations. to. bs 
vicious, avd that which seeks to control him by his 
selfish p2ssions, his hopes, his’ fears, h's cesie cf 
gain. Very-few Governments have been’ based 
upou the former principles—the mass:have adopted 


‘ gation went iato operation in March, 1789, and 
~ North Carolina mace her cession in December of 
- that year, nine months after, and Georgia made 

hers ià 1802, about thirteen years after the Federal 
‘@onstitation went into opera‘ion, both these S:ares 
" preserved substantially the: language used in the 


favor of all. But, yet the injustice of the schemé . 
is apparent to every ‘one; and if the distributor 
were authorized to obtain imperceptibly frem the 
` pockets of the twenty-six gentlemen sums of mo- 
ney, scvording to the cost of what each might eat, | 


i posed the frauds of his priests. _ 
drink and: wear, and'then to divide the money 


Neit came the age of Mars, and heroes, clad 


ge einin a 


| 
| 
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jn steel, controlled mankind. He is among the 
most necble of the heathen gods, and has about 
him a generosity of character which disdains to 
trample on the weak and deferceless, and scatters 
with liberality what he gathers by his power. 
Bii!l he appealed not to the reason of mankind, but | 
controlled them, through their fears, with the |. 
rustling banner and the bristling steel. 4 

Afer him came Mercury, establishing dominion jj 
by addressing himself, tbreugh fraud and artifice, | 
to the cupidity of mankind, cr bumbling them into | 
submission by reduciag them to poverty. Finally |: 
combinaiicns were formed among all these power, | 


and the science of Government became complex 
and mysterious, It was supposed that there was 
no other way of correcting tLe evils, or rather to 
render them to'eratle, incident to these principles 
of Government, than to rescri to checks and ba- 
lances, and to make the viccs and pas-i ns of one 
man restrain the vices and passions of another. 
When Goverament became a mystery, it was sup- 
posed that it admitted but of three simple forms, 
yz: monarchy, aristocracy, aad cemocracy, and 
that all Goveraments consisted of one or more of 
these elements, controlled by one another, or a 
ecombination of two or three, of the heathen deities, 
before mentioned. 

Such was the state of thingsin the old werld, 
tut ovr sagacious forefathers saw the error of 
principles on which those Governments were based, 
and the battles ofour Revolution were fought, that 
the whole heathen Pantheon might be dethroned 
with its cumbrcus and expensive machinery, and 
that Governments might be established in the new 
world, formed upon moral principles Tait man 


it 
j 


i chamber. 
ii contributing by example, 


| purpeses, an 


might be re-t-red to his native dignity—a self-gv- 
verning being, disenthralied from the dominion of 
passions, and yieldiag to the sway of reason and 
conscience—a reason and conscience on whrse 
tablets are written, by the finger of God himself, pre- 
cious and noble truths, which can never be erased, ` 
but are refreshed by revelation from day to day. 
They believed that man retains much of the original 
image of his Maker; that something of His purity 
js enshrined in the breast of woman; that .mercy, 
that most interesting of His attribu'e, beams 
forth from her eye in rays of tenderness, or gently 
distils in drops of sympathy. That in the botom of 
‘man His sterner attribu'e of justice has a deep ` 
abiding place. Such were the principles upon 
which our beaut ful system of government: were ,, 
based. Corruption was excluded by avsiding ac- |, 
cumolations of power; justice secured by establish: |; 
ing a perfect equality of rights among men; and | 
tappiness placed within the reach of all, by cpen- 
‘ing a fair field for virtue, and talent, and industry | 
joreap their harvest, while vice, and ignorance, 
and stapidity, and indo'ence, were let to that 
curse to which a rightecus Providence bas seen fit 
to expose them. 
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in virtue, and disinterestedness, and patrio'ism, an 
eager haste tobe rich has become our distinguish- 
ing national characteristic, Hence every indivi- 
dual is pu:suing r ches as the chief good, and mo- 
ney, money, money, currency, currency, currency, 
is the coatinual cry in the country, in she ci'y, m 
private conversation, and in the debates of this 
To all this the Governments have been 
an! the stimulus of their 
measures, tariff, internal improvemen’s by the Ge- 
neral Goveramert, lending revenues for banking 
4 other kindred opera ions. 

from Kentucky [Mr. Crit- 
represented the friends of the 
Administration as differing emong themseives 
as to which of these cavses have produced 
these effects. He will pardon me fer saying 
there is no such difference among them—they all 
concur in believing every one of them the offspring 
of the same parent, and to have acied harmoniously 
in the accomplishment of his designs. Some may 
suppese one of these causes more efficient than the 
rest; others may have supposed another; but all 
agree that the whole responsibility is to be shared 
among them; and in what exact proportions it is 
not thought very material to inquire. 

But what, af er all, is the great evit they have prc- 
daced? Is it any actual diminution of the resources of 
the country? ‘This, pevhaps, they have effected to a 
great ex'ent; but that is ii:ile or nothing compared to 
the real evils. These are transferring by stratagem 
and fraud, trom A to B, the hard earnings of the 
latter, not by a regular and slow process, but by the 
quick and unseen movements of a mountebank; de- 
feating that tendency to equitibsium at which our 
institutions aim; leaving ths one party overwhelmed 
in amezcment and distress at a poverty which has 


The Senator 
TENDEN] has 


- rashed upon him like an armed man; the o'her 


But the devil came, as he has ever dene |) 


angel of light, or in some unob'rusive form, 
litle calculated to excite the alarm of those whese 
destruction be meditates. Connate with our Con- 
stitution were those who held to the old belief that | 
honest disinterested reason was an unsafe governor, | 
and that Japiter, Mars, and Mercury—one, or all 
“three, must be restored—hence an established reli- -| 
gion, standing armies, vast navies, exclusive privi- 
; leges and monopolies, and whole hostsof eleemosy- ; 
' nary dependan's upon the labor of others, had all ' 
their advocates. In all this we perceive what 
constitute the warring elements of party in our 
land. But constant association, even in strife, will | 
assimilate men to each other, and one may gather 
moral contagion from another whom he ha'es— 
and thus have these parti>s been cons‘antly vary- 
ing in the intensity of their principlss, so as even 
sometimes to render it doubtful which was which. 
The result has been that Jupiter, and Mars, and 
Mercury, have all been imperceptibly regaining in 
part their lost empire; and, although disavowed in 
our constitutions, have exerted substantial control 
fn oar public affairs. Of these, as might Have been 
expected from his natore, Mercury has been by far 
the most successful. He has not only given tone 
; to our Governments, but has enthroned himself in 
the-hear's of our people, until, instead of increasing 


- . . : { 
to each earth!y paradise, disguisel as an | 
{ 


i minious. H 
. interpreted into 1 
to look up to riches as the sovereign good. became apt pupils ire 


panting with that feverish thirst for wealth which 
sudden success begets—the ceepest curse of him 
who feels it—resembling in kind and intensity that 
of the fabled Tantalus; or wallowing in an osten- 
tatious luxor, at war with our Republican instita- 
t'ons—provoking impotent envy in some; ia others, 
less wealthy, ruinous efforts to vie in splendor. In- 
dividual and ageregate misery is the inevetable 
consequence. A man is fitted, by a gradual in- 
crease or reducticn cf his means, to bear the 
maximum or minimum wih calmness, whi'e 


. sudden reverses either way bring in their train 
` the loss of content, and, with it, happiness. 
| either case, the passien of avarice is stirred to 


In 


madness. This is the real curse under which we 
are at present laboring. This is the zgony thrcugh 
which we are passing, of which I speke yes'erday. 
A picture, drawn by the hand of an ancient mas- 
ter, is not inapplicable to our times. Sallast, in 
one of his epistles to Cærar, thus expresses him- 
self: 

In process of time, the ascendency of wealth becanie com- 
plete. Its excellence was uni versally acknowledged, and power 
and honors followed in its train. From the same era, the de- 
cline of virtue may be dated. Poverty was now held as igno- 
Innocence of heart and simplicity of manners were 
asatire onthe times. Thus the youth. taught 


the school of luxury. Avarice and pride supplied their pre- 
cepts. Rapacity and profusion went hand in han, Careless 
of their own fortunes, and eager to possess those of others, 


| shame and remorse, modes y and moderation, every principle, 
| gave way. All rushed 


; ) Ii into a profligacy that heeded no re- 
straint, either divine or hnman. 


And why, we are tauatingly asked on the other 


| side, did we not prevent these evil-? In turn, } wi'l 


ask another question: Has not the Demecratic party 
been striving against them—ineflicicntly, it is true, 
but still striving—from time immemorial? We 
read a pirable in Scripture of a certain husband- 
man, who sowed good seed in his field; but, while 


| he slept, an enemy came and sowed tares emong 


his wheat. Would it not have been an aggrava- 


| tion of the wrong, had that enemy taunted him to 


his face, by asking him why ke suffered tares to 
grow among his wheal? We are the descendants 
of those (politically, I mean) who sowed the good 
seed of Democratic principes in our constitutions, 
and yonder are the descendants of thcse who 
sowed the tares ef Federalism 
they ask us why w+ have not prevented their growth. 
They point exul'ing!y to this and that bad measrre, 
which they have themselves cajoled or forced us in- 
to, and laugh at us for not having avoided them, al- 
though, like struggling men, 


among it; and now 


in attempting that which | 
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we would, we have been forced to do ihat which 
we would not. The State bank d«posi'e system, 
they know well, we were pressed into by them in 
our efforts to escape from the more dangerous sys- 
tem of the Unitel States Bank. It was tous a 
half-way house, as they have endeavored since to 
make it for themselves, between a United States 
Bank and a total disconnection of the Govern:nent 
from banking affaus. 

But they ask vs farther why we do not correct 
these evils, no-v that we are fully aware of the'rex- 
istence. Mark again the insulting craelty of this in- 
quiry. They tind a man’s hands behind his back, 
and cast him iato the water, and ask him to swim. 
Have we not been endeavoring to remedy these 
evils, and have we not encountered from them con- 
tinual resistance? Yet the evils admit of no im- 
mediate remedy. ‘The poison of a arice has 
seized on the hart of the nation, and taat is a ma- 
lady which admi’s cf no rad.cal cure during the 
present generation. Of him in whose bosem the ser- 
pent avarice has fixed i's envenomed tooth, it m: y 
with truth be said, as Iago said of Othello: 

ON, — lragora, 

Rely he drowsy ay Tipa ot ae world 

Can ever med’ cine thee to that sweet sleep 

Witch thou ow’dst yesterday.” 
Yet, in talking of remedies, they always indicate to 
us sich as consist with their mistaken notions of 
the disease, and are for adainistaiog thos: which 
must inevitably aggravate its symptoms. Still 
there is some hing we can do—-omething we have 
done, and something, 1 trust m God, we will 
yet do, if nut to heal the diseese, at least to pree 
vent itsspread. Wemay stand, like Moscs, between 
ths living and the dead, and p event its extending to 
those who ar: yet haty. Andif we cannot binder 
its extend ng itseif ihroagh the whole living mass, 
we may prevent its tran-mis ion to posterity. This 
cana only b+ done by successfully resisting (he mad 
schemes of these who are continually administering 
fresh poison in the form of high tariff—Unied 
States Bank-—connecting the Goverament with 
banks—distributing revenue among the Stales— 
as:uming State deb's, &c. This is all we need do. 
Let us perform cur constitutional cuty of furuish- 
ing the nation standards of weight and measures, 
and of the value of property; and fre.d from all 
distracting influences from oxrseive-, ihe States 
will be as certain to abide by all these, as that 
flowers succeed the showers of sp:i.g. You have 
no right to say to th: Saves that they shall keep 
their accounts in dollars and cents; that tbey shall 
measure cleth with a yardstick, or their com by 


. the bushel, or weigh their bacon Ly the pound; but 


itis your duty to furnish them with stancards, by 
which value weights and measures may be 
tested. You should perform this duty, and having 
performed it, ask for ne more power in relation to 
these subjects. You have all that is nee ‘fal for 
Jiherty, and mere can only be desired by tyranny. 
The banking institutions, debts, aud inter al im- 
provements of the States, will soon be brought 
within wholesome limit, if you will only let them 
alcne. A bad currency is a curse to the c mmu- 
nity in which it exists, and the Siate Legislature 
will scon be forced, by accmmunity which feels 
the smart, to apply the preper correctives; and 
Siates having no rescurces but thuse derived from 
direct taxation, to pay debts and carry on works of 
internal improvements, will become very chary in 
contracting the ene, and quite predentin cordact- ` 
ing the other. 

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Carrrenpen] 
tauntingly reminds us that the present Administra- 
tion, on coming into power, found the nation in & 
high state of prosperity ; but the Sena'or well knows 
it was a deceptive prosperity; it was that state-of 
pleasant delirium which some poisons produce. The 
raging madness had not then disclo-ed itse'f; le 
thargic prostration had not supervened. 

The Senator from Kentucky |Mr. CRITTENDEN] 
presents, `n slowing colors, the oft-drawa picture 
of the prosperity fer which we are irdebted to the 
credit system. Our numerous steamboats, canals, 
raiirnads, villages, and. fast multiplying States, 
are all altnbated to this credit system. ia this ar 
gument the Senator, I think, fulls inta two falla- 


cies; one, in attributing (co much to the credit sye- 


tem, and anothor, in assuming that the friends of 
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. the Administration are warring upon it. 
not say that the credit system has no share in the 
production of these great results, but I do say that 
they are main!y to be ascribed to the great national 
advantages which Heaven has vouchsafed our 
coontry—to that elastic spring which exists ameng 


I will | 


the inhabitants of. all new countries, but chiefly to | 


our glorious free constitutions, founded on moral 
pr-nciples, to which men have flocked in crowds 
from other lands. To the credit system, I, for one, 
am ne enemy; but I am for leaving it to the States, 
to be fashioned according to their fancy, and I am 
well sa isfied that they will not much abure it. I am 
for withdrawing, at once and forever, our awkward 
intermeddling with it. With usit is like bladders 
in the hands of boys—at one time we blow it up to 
its highest tension, and at another explode it with 
a great noise. Let us cease from this foolish and 
frivo'ous, not to say dangerous, employment. And 
in addition to this, let us cease by our vicious ex- 
amples to perpetuate the false nctions prevalent in 
the country, that show and wealth and pomp are 
the only elements of happiness, and that virtue and 
talents are worthless, except so far as they contri- 
bute to these. Let us, on the contrary, present 
abiding examples of economy and repablican sim- 
plicity. 

These, Mr. President, are my remedies, and 
I do not think it would be saying much for 
them merely to declare that they are far preferable 
to the one to which the Senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. Crirrenpen] looks with such ecstatic devo- 
tion. I do not think this the proper place for dis- 
cussing the merits of Presidential candidates; but 
are we to sit here from day to day and hear the 
President of the United States denounced on the 


other side of this chamber as ut'erly unfit for the 


station he fills, and other men ‘applauded to the 
very echo,” as endowed with every quality which 
can fit a man to govern, and admit, by our silence, 
the truth of ali that is alleged? Asan American 
statesman—as a lover of my country, I feel that it 


is wrong, and that it is my solemn duty to put ina | 


counter plea. 


The Gheter looks to the East for his God, but | 


the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. CRITTENDEN] 


looks to the West, and, as might be expected, his . 
eye encounters a setting and nota rising luminary. | 
Not a giant rising in his strength, and rejoicing to | 
run his course, but a being worn out and ex- | 


hausted, unfitted for action, and suited only for re- 


pose. And whatis still more unfortunate, even | 


this setting luminary is surrounded by no halo of 


glory, but, like the moon, described by Moore in . 


his song, weeping “behind a cloud”—(I will not 
say “for the maiden’s shame,” because that might 
be supposed to have a sinister allusiun, but) for 
shame that while a portion of bis countrymen are 
lauding him to the skies as a sage, a hero, and a 
statesman, he is compelled to remember the old 
proverb, “Praise undeserved is censure in disguise.” 
- Reposing on his own estate, (notin a log cabin, as 
some have pretended, but in a splendid mansion, 
as I am told,) perfecily unconscious of any merit, 
his friends insist upon dragging him forth to dis- 
solve, by his presence, the fanciful conceptions of 
his great qualities which they have conjared up in 
the publ‘c mind. There was a time when some of 


the leaders of the party who are now seeking to | 


make political capital out of military fame, de- 
c'ared that the election of a military chieftain to 
the Presidency of the United States was the greatest 
curse that could fall upon the nation. 
they now selected a military chieftain for their 
political leader? Is it because they believe 
what has been said of him, that “he is 
‘not general enough to hurt him?” Why, 
thea, present him in the glare of military glory? 
Js it to dazzle the people as moths are said to be 
by the brightness of a candle? 

Bat more in sorrow than in reproach, do I declare 
his military renown to be like the tinsel glitter of 
dresses ata theatre, got up for show, and for the 
occasion, which will not hear the light of day, or the 
scrutiny of examination. Ala-! where shall we look 
fer the evidences of the sagacity and heroism of 
- William Henry Harrison? Are they to be sought 
for in that page of history which records the battle 
` of Tippecanoe? Are they to be found in his 


Why have | 


surprise and agitation, when Joe Davis carried the 
white banner; not very high, it is true, nor yet as 
a flag of truce, but by necessity, and fought under 
t, or rather over it, with desperate valor, snatch- 
ng in death a victory which had been thurst into 
the hands of the enemy by the want of skill (to 
use no harsher term term) of his chief? Are they 
to be found in the story of his consigning to the 
slaughter the chivalrous Croghan, with his handful 
of men, while the General himself, within sound of 
the well directed and effective fire of Fort 
Stephenson, stood with some thousands of stout 


; Americans at his back, wringing his hands, and 
, crying out “his bloed be upon his own head?” 


` battle of the Thames, 


i they found in his resigning his command in May, 


| knowledged ground that detraction had breathed upon 


i nished by the deliberate rejestion of his name, 
| when his country was bestowing the meed of ap- 


| managed so dexterously as to have himself rebuked | 


| that practice, so far as the amount of the doses is 


Ate they registered in the page which tells of the 


pursued a retreating foe, while bolder spirits, 
among whom you, sir, stand nobly conspicuous, | 
pressed forward, and gathered wounds and laurels, 
dripping with the same blood? Are they to be 
found in the tragic story of the river Raisin? Are 


3814, amid the very heat of the war, upon the ac- 


his name, and he net choosing to court an inquiry | 
into the truth of the imputations? Are they fur- 


probation upon some of her sons who had earned | 
it by deeds of valor? If these are his jewels, they | 
are as worthless as the black diamond to the lapi- | 
dary. Deeds like these shine like dark lightning. 
They will resound through the earth like silent 
thunder. 

But the military fame of this new Messiah, who 
is “to bring peace upon the earth,” is a mere make 
weight. Itis asa skilful diplomatist, a profound | 
politician, that he is to commend himself to the ' 
hearts ef the people, and win from them the oaken 
chaplet on which so many look with a longing 
eye. As to his diplomacy, I have heard of but ` 
one opportunity afforded him for its display, and 
then I have learned that high authority pronounced 
him, in advance, utterly unfit for the station to | 
which he was assigned, and that, in the event, he | 


as an officions intermeddler with matters that did : 
not concern him. 

But as the great physician, who is to 
“ perge the general weal,” what may we con- 
jectare will be bis probable practice? Homeopa- 
thic, so far as administering the same drugs which | 
have a tendency to produce the disease will make 
him so, but altogether wanting in the prudence of 
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concerned. Asa black-cockade Federalist of the 
old stamp, he will, of course, oppose every thing | 
approved by the Democratic party, and will deal 
largely in Federal nostrums, and must of course 
be very popular with the Northern and Western 
Democracy. As a juvenile member of an Aboli- 
tion society, he will, in his old age, be particularly 
acceptable to Southern slaveholders, anit more es- 
pecially as he has avowed, in advance, his appro- 
bation of the benevolent design of converting the 
public domain into negroes, that an American sun | 
may not shine upon a single slave. As the advocate 
ofa tariff, which was not to be relaxed “until grass 
should grow in the streets of Norfolk and Charleston,” 
he will doubtless prove a great favorite with the 
Southern people in general, and especially the 
Nullifiers. But not to be tedious, I will urge his 
political excellences no farther than merely to add, 
that as the advocate for selling free white men, 
who cannot pay costs, out of jail as bond servants, 
he islikely to be a Magnus Apollo—scujapius, 
if you please—all over the country with the “huge 
paws,” as the laboring men of the nation have 
been contemptuously called by that party whose 
hopes of success rest upon a false estimate of their — 
worth and gocd sense._ 
I have too much confidence in the people of ; 
these United States, to fear an elevation to the , 
Presidency of such a man as this. They cannot | 


where he reluctantly . 


rival. Like every wise physiciap, he has much 
confidence in the vis medicatrix nature—the |medi- 
cal power of nature, doubting at the same time 
whether diseases are often cured by men “who 
pour drugs, of which they know little, into sto. 
machs of which they know nothing.” He believes 
that nature needs but little assistance; and that, if 
not disconcerted by officious intermeddling, her 
works are commonly performed safely and effica- 
ciously. Attempts may be made, and doubtless 
will be made, to deceive the people into the belief 
that there is no material difference in the political 
opinions of the two rivals. The people will easily 
detect the fraud, for an unerring index is furnished 
in the fact that the ardent and leading advocates of 
the one have ever beea the ceaseless opponents and 
traducers of the other. 

It is not the first time I have heard the shout of 
triumph from the Federal camp on the eve of a bat- 
tle. Ithank God I have seldom heard it after it 
was over. Did not the Federalists shout lustily in 


. advance, their lungs would suffer for want of exer- 


cise. I scarcely know whether to attribute this 


` premature boasting on their part to that blind con- 


fidence and enthusiasm so natural to an assailant, 
or to political cunning, in which they are so well 


‘| versed, calculating thereby to confirm the timid of 


' their own party, to induce the same class of ours to 


unite with them, and to decide in their favor the le- 
gions of the wavering. To this latter opinion I 
rather incline; but having so often failed in obtain- 
ing by it success, I would advise them to lay it 
aside, and adopt some other expedient. 

And now, having undertaken to advise my Fe- 
deral friends, I would warn them against another 
practice which, I verily believe, has ofien contri- 
buted to their defeat. I mean their custom of 
giving great political feasts with the hope ef mak- 
ing a strong impression, and convincing men of the 
justice of their cause by tickling their palates and 
addling their brains. The practice springs out of 
their great radical mistake that man is more of an 
animal than an intellectual being. But upon their 
own basis they miscalculate. li is never the mass 
of voters who are invited to these feasts; it is the 
elite of the party, the favored few, and, as a matter 
of course, no ene of opposing politics is there. 
What is the consequence? There is no fellowship 
between the ins and the outs. The mass of the 
people finding themselves excluded, together with 
the leading men of the Democratic party, cannot 
fail to perceive thata common destiny has visited 


‘both, and they are naturally drawn into association 


with these who have been excluded like them, and 
not with those who have been revelling in pleasures 
in which they have not been invited to parti- 
cipate. 

But lest I may be casting pearls—I will not say 
before swine—lest I may be casting away good 
counsel upon those by whom it will not be justly 
valued, I will close my didactic strain. 

A few words, in cenclusion, to the people of my 
own State. The Presidential strife is not the only 
one going on at present. One is now raging in 
North Carolina in which my collesgue and myself 
havea deep interest, At the last session of Congress, 
we presented on this floor resolutions containing 
the opinions of the Legislature of that State, of 
popular sentiment upon certain great leading ques- 
tions. We then declined assuming for the Legisla- 
ture a responsibility which, according to our un- 
derstanding of the Democratic doctrine of in- 
struction, (a doctrine which we received with im- 
plicit faith,) properly rested upon it. We took 
issue with the Legislature, as we hada right to do 
on its expressed opinion of popular sentiment; and 
to enable all parties to have the issue tried, and at 
the same time to put ourselves and our political 
principles fairly before the people of North Caro- 
lina, we avowed our determination to resign our 
commissions into the hands of the next Legisla- 
ture, whatever political party might prove to be in 
the ascendant. That we may not be supposed to 
have forgotten the pledge, or to r-pent having 


prefer him to the present talented incumbent, who || made it, I now sulemnly renew it. I hold my seat 
has wisely studied and eloquently described the 


disease preying on the health of the country, and who 
will give it none of the dangerous prescriptions 
it would be doomed to take from the hand of his 


in this body but asa trust from the people of my 
State. As their wish that I should hold it has 
been questioned, to them J refer for the solution of 
the doubt. All I askis, that they will have the 
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ness, in their next legislative elections; to 
keep this question distinetly before them, and cast 
heir votes accordingly; and to their decision, 
whatever it may be, I will bow with filial submis- 
sion. Itis not likely that I shall often again trou- 
ble the Senate until that decision is made; and 
in conclusion of what may be the last addressI shall 
ever make it, I ask pardon of the Senate for hav- 
ing so long and so unprofitably occupied its time. 


On the day after the remarks of Mr. STRANGE, 
Mr. Tattmapcs of New York addressed the Se- 
nate, and, in the course of his speech, was pleased 
to consider the observations of Mr. STRANGE upon 
the Federal practice of feastingf,a sarcastic allu- 
sion to the entertainments given to the President 
during his sammer tour through his native State— 
indulging at the same time in some very coarse re- 
marks upon the President, which were understood 
by Mr. Srrance to charge the President with in- 
gratitude to his native State, and of having played 
the traitor towards it. 

In reply, Mr. Strance said: I should not have 
again so soon troubled the Senate, Mr. President, 
had not the Senator from New York [Mr. Tatt- 
mapce) done me the honor to notice sume of my 
remarks made on yesterday, perverting them to a 
far d'fferent sense from that in which they were 
used by me. He was pleased to suppose that I had 
some sarcastic allusion to the entertainments given 
to the President during his tour, last summer, 
through the State of New York. These entertain- 
ments were altogether different from the Federal 
feasts to which I alluded. The latter seem to be 
given for no object but to produce effect, and act 
upon elections; the former, were the mere rendition 
of coartesy and the outpouring ef, good feeling to- 
wards a distinguished fellow citizen, upon his re- 
turn afer a long absence from his native State. 
They were due to the man, but still more to the 
Chief Magistrate of the nation; and I deeply regret 
that the political rancor of the Federalists should 
bave caused these public demonstrations of good 
feeling to be confined to one political party. Of 
what ingratitude to his State, on the part of Mr.Van 
Boren, the Senator speaks, I am at a loss to under- 
stand. Does he mean to complain that he has ad- 
ministered the affairs of the General Government 
according to his sense of the true interests of the 
gteat hody of the nation, and not in reference to the 
local interests and peculiar opinions of the people 
of New York? That he has not betrayed the con- 


fidence reposed in him by the whole American. 


people by providing mainly for that State with 
which his own personal fortane and that of his 
kindred is identified? This I understand to be the 
complaint, and I must say itis just such an one as I 
should have expected, not from the personal, but 
from the political character of the Senator. And 
as for the word “traitor,” which the Senator has 
seen fit to apply to the President of the United 
States, I wonder that the utterance of it does not 
palsy his tongue. 

[Mr. Tatmapae then endeavored to throw the 
blame of the indications of respect towards the Pre- 
sident ia the State of New York, at the time re- 
ferred to, being confined to one party, upon the 
President himself, ascribing itto his addressing him- 
elf, on his arrival at the Battery, to his ““Democra- 
Uc fellow-citizens.] i 


Mr. S. again said: 1 am glad the Senator from 
New York has introduced this topic, as it affords 
mean opportunity to bear my testimony to the 
great unfairness with which the President has been 
treated on this subject, and altogether for political 
efect, Almost as soon as it was known that the 
President intended to visit New York, there were 
murmurings ia the Whig ranks that there would 
be no enthusiasm in his reception; that it would be 
cold, and confined to a few office holders and deyo- 
ted partisans. His response, at the Battery, to 
the address made him, was seized upon as a 
pretext . to execute what had been long 
Predetermined. It was said he had avowed him. 
self the Pres:dent of a party, by responding to his 
“D€mocratic” fellow-citizens. Had any other 
Class of cit:z2ns addres-ed. him, and thus.entitled. 
themselves to.a response? Did not the orator who 
addressed him speak in behalf of his “Deaccratic 


- General Harrison, giving him that information. 


feilow-citizens?” Was the President to deny to the 
orator the character he had assumed? And, if al- 
lowing him the character, could he do otherwise 
than respond to it? Suppose an orator had ad- 
dressed him in behalf of his Masonic fellow-citi- 
zens: could the President do otherwise than re- 
spond to his Masonic fellow-citizens? If his Whig 
fellow-citizens really designed to show respect to 
the President, would they not have selected an ora- 
tor to address him, or have united with the Demo- 
cracy in the selection of a common spokesman? 
Not having done either of these, could they rea- 
sonably expect a response addressed to them from 
one to whom they had said nothing? The expecta- 
tion would have been unreasonable. It was never 
entertained; and an event which every one must 
have foreseen has bzen spoken of with affected 
amazement, and perverted to the injury of one 
who does honor to his State and country, for party 
purposes. 


Nors.—Whea the foregoing reply to Mr. Tatt- | 


MADGE was made, the speaker was under the im- 
pression that public entertainments had been given 
in New York, to the President, by his politic.] 
friends. He was confirmed in that opinion by the 
Senator from New York, Mr. Tattmapee,] who 
being from that State, was supposed to be cogni- 
zant of events transpiring there. He has since 
leaned, from an unquestionable source, that the 
President positively declined the invitations given 
him to partake of public dinners. That he never ac- 
cepted an invitation toa public dinner in his life, 
although he has been constrained frequently to par- 
ticipate in entertainments which, from the nume- 
rous attendance, assumed the appearance of a pub- 
lic dinner. 


APPENDIX, 

Containing some evidences of Gen. Harrison’s heroic 
and political merits. The other incidents referred 
to in the foregoing speech, connected with his life, 
being well known matters of history. ; 

In reference to his general poliucal opinions, I 
believe the following to be authentic: 

John Randolph of Roanoke, who despised both the Adamses, 
on the floor of the Senate of the United States in 1826, thus 
witheringly retorted on Gen. Harrison, for his black cockade 
doctrines in support of John Q. who was their President: 

“Now, sir, the only difference between the gentleman from 
Ohio and myself is this—and it is vital: That gentleman and 
myself diff r fundamentally and totally, and did differ when we 
first took our seats in Congress—he as a Delegate from the 
Territory Northwest of the Ohio river, as a member of the 
other House, from the State of Virginia. HE WAS AN 
OPEN, ZEALOUS, FRANK SUPPORTER OF 
THE SEDITION LAW ADMINISTRATION—and I 
was as zealous, frank, and open an opponent of the black 
cockade and sedition law Administration. We differ funda- 
mentally and totally—we never can agree about measures or 
about men.” In reply to this charge, what is the answer of 
Gen. H.? Does he deny it? So far from ithe admits that “itis 
very probable he (Mr. R.) might have heard me express senti 
ments favorable to the then Administration—J certainly felt 
them.” 

Extracts from the letter of General Duncan, 
Governor of Tilinois, now a political friend of 
General Harrison, relative to the affair at Lower 


Sandusky, dated March 25, 1836: 

About the 20th of July, 1813, General Harrison, then at Lower 
Sandusky, hearing that the British army had crossed Lake Erie 
to Fort Meigs, being about five thousand strong, immediately 
changed his head quarters to Seneca, seven or eight miles up 
the Sandusky river, where he assembled his forces then on the 
March from the interior, leaving Major Croghan with about 
150 men to defend Fort Stephenson, with an understanding at 
the time that the fort, then ina weak and wretched condition, 
was to be abandoned, should the enemy advance with artillery, 
but if not, to be defended to the last extremity. 

About this time General Harrison received information that 
the enemy had raised the seige at Fort Meigs, and had started 
in the direction of Sandusky and Camp Seneca. On receéivin 
this intelligence, he determined to rereat from his position, an 
immediately sent an express to Fort Stephenson, which arrived 
about sunrise, ordering Major Croghan to burn the fort with 


all the munitions and stores, and retreat without delay to head | 


quarters, giving also some precautionary instructions about the 
route, é&c. , : aide 

On receiving this order, Croghan instantly placed it in the 
hands of the officers, who were all present, and required them 
te. consider, and express an opinion of the propriety of obeying 
or disobeying it.. The board was formed, and on putting the 
question, beginning as usual with the youngest officer, it was 
ascertained that a majority of us were for destroying the order 
Croghan returned to the 100m, and being informed of our di- 
rections, remarked, “I ain glad of it; I had resolved to disobey 
at all hazards,” and insmediately despatched an express to 
Immediat:ly 
on the arrival of thisexpress, Gen. Harrison despatched Lieu. 
tenant Colonel Ball, with his squadron of dragoons, with orders 
to arrest Croghan, bring him to head quarters, which was done, 
and sent another officer to take command. By this time, in conse- 
being of hig not arriving biy to:his expectations and or- 


ers, the General abandoned all idea ofa retreat, although his | 


sa: i 

munitions and stores were piled up ready tobe set on fire as 
soon as Croghan should reach Seneca; and it is not doubted that 
if Croghan had arrived according to orders, General Harrison 
would have retreated instantly, leaving the whole frontier, our 
fleet at Erie, and the stores at Cleveland—the destruction which 
was the object of the invasion and movements down the lake— 
at the mercy of the enemy. 

McAfice, the historian of the late war, and Dawson, the bi- 
ographer of General Harrison, have studiously kept out of the 
view that the object of the invasion was the destruction of our 
ships under Commodore Perry, at Presque Isle, and boats and 
stores at Cleveland. These were looked upon with solicitnde 
by the Briush—were reconnoitered, and, on one or two occa- 
sions, were attempted to be destroyed, by landing the force on 
board their fleet. They have also failed to account for the move- 
ment of the whole British forces down the lake, in the direction 
of Cleveland and Erie, before their defeat at Sandusky, which 
wasattacked to satisfy their Indian allies, who demanded the 
scalpsand plunder of the place. They had kept out of view the 
fact that General Harrison had determined to retreat to the inte- 
tior, after burning all the supplies which he had collected—that 
he ordered Major Croghan to abandon and burn Fort Stephen- 
son—that his refusal to obey, and failure to arrive at heads 
quarters, prevented this retreat, and consequent destruction of 
our fleet, millions of public stores, and exposure of five hundred 
miles of frontier to the combined enemy. 

Both have stated that General Harrison never doubted that 
Major Croghan would he able to repulse an enemy of near two 
thousand, and which they say he understood to be five thou- 
sand, with one hundred and thirty men; his effective force on 
the day of battle, one six pounder, with ammunition for only 
seven shots, and about forty reunds of small arms, when the 
fact was notorious that Gen. Harrison was heard to say, during ` 
the siege, when the firing could be heard in his camp, speaking 
of Croghan, “the blood be on his head; 1 wash my hands of it,” 
not doubting for a moment, nor did any ene with him, thatthe 
garrison would be cut off. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
. JOSEPH DUNCAN. 
Col. Preston, Mil. Com., Senate. 


Upon the subject of his resignation, there is the 
following testimony from General Armstrong, late - 
Secretary of War, supported by Gen. Harrison’s 
own letters: l 


Messrs. GALES and Seaton: Having recently seen, in an ar 
ticle published in the National Intelligencer, and entitled a. 
biography of Gen. Harrison, a gross misrepresentation of my 
feelings and conduct towards that officer in the campaign o. 
i813, (evidently intended to to throw upon me the odityn of 
having made necessary the General’s resignation.) I have 
thought it incumbent upon me to disabuse the public on this 
head, and show that every thing asserted by the biographer, 
imputing to me hostility to the General in any form, or from ` 
any motive, is downright fiction, arising either from a total 
ignoranee of facts, or an utter disregard to truth. The passage 
thus characterized is in the following words: 

“The war having been thus gloriously terminated within the ` 
General’s own district, he repaired to Erie, and there tendered 
his services to the army operating in that quarter. Unfortu- 
nately, the Secretary of War was there, who felt some old 
griefs unredressed, and being, moreover, enviousof the laurels ` 
so dearly but justly worn by the General, and: unwilling to ace 
another added to the wreath, ordered him to repair to Ohio, 
where he had no further duty to perform, having already 
brought the war to a close in that quarter. The order was 
obeyed; he returned to his family, and immediately resigned his 
commission, declaring that he could not honestly eat the bread ` 
of Government when he was denied the privilege of rendering 
service in return.” 

To refute this compound of falsehood and calumny, it will 
but be necessary to exhibit the official letters which passed be- 
tween the General and myself at the period, and on the occa- 
sion referred to: ` 


General Harrison to the belt ee of War, Buffalo, Oc- 
tober 24. 

“Before this reaches you, you will ne doubt be informed of 
the,loss of your messenger, Captain Brown, with the despatches 
entrusted to him. Not, therefore, having received your direc- 
tions, and being entirely ignorant of the state of our military 
operations in this quarter, I was much at a loss to know how to 
proceed; but, believing that General Cass, with his brigade, 
would beable to secure Detroit and our adjacent conquests, af- 
ter having concluded an armistice with the greater part of the 
hostile tribes, I concluded that I could not do better than to move 
down the lake with the remaining part of the troops, which 1 
shall bring immediately to Fort George, where I shall await 
your orders.” 


Secretary cf War to General Harrison, Wilna, October 
1813. l 


3 
“I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters 
of the Shand 24.h inst, The despatch, by Capt. Brown, and 
which, with him, was lost in Lake Erie, su gested, as an ulte- 
rior movement, your coming down to the Niagara river, and 
putting yourself on the right and rear of De Rottenburg’s po- 
sition befere Fort George; while General McClure, with his bri- ; 
ade of militia, volunteers, and Indians, menaced it in front. 
e enemy seems to have been aware of this, or of some simi- ` 
lar movement, as he began his retreat on the 9th, and did not , 
stop till he had gained the head of Burlington bay, where, I un- 
derstand by report, he yetis. This is his last stronghold onthe | 
peninsula; routed from this, he must surrender, or make good 
a retreat to Kingston: His force is estimated at twelve or fif- 
teen hundred men—the capture or destruction of whom would 
give a glorious finale to your campaign.” . 


The same totihesame, Boonsville, Nov. 3, 1813. 

“When I wrote you from Wilna, it was doubtful whether our 
attack would be made upon Kingston, or upon Montreal. Res- 
sons existed for preferring the latter, and have probably deter- 
mined Gen. Wilkinson to godown the St. Lawrence. In this 
case, the enemy have at Kingston, besides his fieet and 
usual garrison, twelve or fourteen hundred men from the 
West. Had we not a sufficient cerps in the neighborhood, they 
might do mischief, an J even render insecure the winter station 
of our fleet. To prevent this, it is deemed advisable to draw 
together at Sackett’s harbor a considerable milita: ae : 
There are now at that post four or five hundred men o! all e 
scriptions—sick, convalescent, and effective. Col. Scotte iy 
tachment (about 700) is on its march thither; and it ie barely 
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ible ihat Col Randolph’a Chot arriving in time to move 
with the army) may also be there. This does uct exceed 350. 
Mc Arthur's brigade added to these, will make a force entirely 
compeient to our object. To bring the brigade down the lake, 
yeu must hava the ad of the fleet, which will be readily given 
by Commodore Chauncey. The officers of the several corps 
compvusing your division, as well as thoe at Fort George as 
those at Deiruit, (neg necessary to the command of the troops 
now in the field,) should be immediately detached on the 1e- 
cruit ng service. Ineed not further invoke your attention to a 
subject so important to the early and successiu! opening of the 
next campaiga, and to the extent and character of your parti- 
cular command.” 


General Harrison to the Secretary of War.—Head Quariers, 
Newark, Nov. l, 1313. 

“ Commodore Chauncey, with the fleet, artived here yester- 
day, and informed me that he was ready to receive the troops, 
and carry them down the lake, and that the season was so far 
advanced (rendering the navigation dangerous to the smaller 
vessels) it was desirable they should be embarked as expedi- 
tiously as possible. 

“Aga very small partof the militia and volunteers had ar- 
rived, and the situation of Sackets Harbor appearing to re- 
quire immediate reinforcement, | did net think proper to take 
upon myself the respons:bility of postponing the departure of 
the troops for the lower part of the lake, conformably to the 
directions contained in your letter of the 3d instant. The in- 
formation I received yesterday, from two respectable citizens 
that were taken near to Fort Meigs in June las and who made 
their escape inan epen boat from, Burlington, confirms mein 
the propriety of sending them off. These men state that the 
British troops’ were\hurrying to Kingsion from York 
as far as possible—the regulars ging down in boats, aud militia 
bringing the latter back. 

“ Our troops are now all embarked, and are under the com- 
mand of Col. Smich, who is an officer ia whose capacity and 
bravery the greatest reliance may be placed. JT ehall set out 
thia evening for the seat of Government, and have the honor to 
be, with the highest consideration,” &c. 

Sume to the same.—Head ae Cincinnati, May 11, 


“T have the honor, through you, to request the President to 
accept my resignation of the appointment of Major General in 
the army, with which he was pleased to honor me. Lest the 
public service should suffer before a successor can be nemi- 
nated, I shall continue te act until the 3ist instant, by which 
time I hope to be relieved. 

u Having some reason to believe that the most malicious in- 
ginvations have been made azainst me at Washington, it was 
my mention to have requested an inquiry into my conduct 
from the commencement of my command. Further 1eflection 
has, however, determined me to deciine the application, be- 
cause, from the proud consciousness of having palpably done 
my duty, I cannot believe that it is necessary, either for the 
auisfaction of the Government or the people, that Ishvuld pay 
so much respect to the suggestions of malice and envy.” 

Tre precs ‘ing documents establ shed the following facts: 

lat That the General, when aitiving at Erie, was not from 
enmity or envy ordered to repair to Oniv, or otherwise pre- 
vented from giving his services to the army then on the Niagara, 
as asserted by his biographer. 

24. That, on the contrary, he was, without delay, put in 
command of the army, and assigned to a service which, hadit 
been performed, would have justly entitied hin to another 
wreath of laurel. 

31. That, by asecond order from the Secretary, he brought 
down McArthur’s brigade to reinforce the garrison at Sackets 
Ylarbor—an order entirely approved and speedily executed by 
the General. 

4th. That, on the llth of May, six months after leaving 
Sackett’s Harbor, he resigned the command of the district, and 
quitted the army—not, as his viographer asserts, because denied 
the privilege of serving he Government, and therefore ashamed 
to eat his bread; but, as he himself says, because he had some 
reason to believe that maticious insinuations to his disadvan- 


tage had been made at Washington. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
February, 1840. 
As to the refusal of his coutry to bestow on him 
a mark of approval. 
In the tenth volume of Niles’s Register, page 125, we read 


the following as a pait of the proceeding in the United States : 


Senate, to wit: 

“The Senate resumed the consideration of the joint resolution 
directing medals to be struck, and, together with the thanks of 
Congress, presented to Major General Harrison and Governor 
Shelby, and fo: other purposes. After some discussion, Mr. 
Laceck moved to amend the resolution, by striking therefrem 
Major Genera! Harrison. This motion was determined in the 
affirmative, hy the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Galhard, Gore. Hunter, King, Lacock, 

Roberts, Thompsn, Tait, Jackson, Turner, and Var 
num—12. 

Nays—Mersrs. Barber, Barry, Condit, Horsey, 
row, Ruggtes, Talbot, Wells, and Williams —10. 

Inthe 10th volume of Niles’s Register, on the 414th page, is a 
letter over General Harrisew’s own signature, dated July 16, 
1816, from wh:ck the following is an extract: 

“A vate of the Senate of the United States has attached tomy 
mame a disgrace, which I am c+nvinced no time or efforts of 
mine will ever be able to efface. ‘Their censure is, indeed, nega- 
tive; but it is sot on that account the less severe.” 


ABoL:Tion.—In 1822, he wrote as fullows: 
“TO THE PUBLIC. 


Macon, Mor- 


my sick family, I have but a moment to answer a few of the 
calumnies which are in circulation concerning me. 1 am ac- 
cused of being friendly to slavery. From my earliest youth to 
the present moment Ihave been the ardent friend of human 
jiberty. Atthe age of eighteen I BECAME A MEMBER OF AN 
ABOLITION SOCIETY, established at Richmond; the object of 
which was to amelierate the condition of the slaves, and pro- 
cure their freedom by every legai means. My venerable friend 
Judge Gatch, of Clermont county, was also a member of this 
society, and has lately given me a certificate that I was one. 
The obligations whi h 1 then cume under I have faithfully 


” 
pe fermes, “WM, HENRY HARRISON.” 
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In 1833, General Harrison delivered a Fourth of 
July Oration at Chevist, Ohio, in which he made 
the following decla'ation: 

Should I be asked if there be no way by which the General 
Government can aid the cause of emancipation, I answer, that 
it has long been an object near my heart to see the whole of the 
surplus national revenue apprapriated to that object. With the 
sanction of the States holding slaves, there appears to me no 
constitutional objection to its being thus applied, embracing not 
only the colenization of those that may be otherwise freed, but 
the purchase of the freedom of others. By a zealous prosecu- 
tion of a plan formed upon this basis, we might leek-forward to 


: a day, not far distant, when a North American eun would not 


i look down upen asiave. 


Upon tae subject of selling out fiee white men, I 


' have in my pcssesisn one of the printed journals 


of the Senate of Ohio for the year 1820, from which 
the following ts a true extract: 


Extract from the journal of the Senate of Ohio, Tuesday, 
January 30, 1821: 


The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

The senate then, according to the order of the day, resolved 
teelfinte a Comniiitee ef the Whole upon “the bill from the 
Heuse entithd an act for the punishment ef certain offences 
therein named,” and alter some time spent therein, the 
Speaker, Allen Trimble, resumed the chair. 

Mr. Fithian then moved to strike out the 18th section of said 
biil, as fuilews: 

Be it further enacted, That when any person shall be im- 
prisoned either upon execution or otherwise, for the non-pay- 
ment of a fine or costs, or both, 1t shall be lawful for the sheriff 
of the county to SELL OUT SUCH PER-ON AS A SER- 
VANT, to any person within this State, who will pay the whole 
amount due, for the shortest period of service, of which sale 
public notice shall be given at least ten days, and upon such 
sale being effected, the sherifi shall give the purchaser a 
certificate thereo!, and deliver over the prisoner to him 
from which time the relation between such purchaser an 

the prisoner shall be that of MASTER AND SERVANT, until 
the time of service expires; and for injuries done by either, re- 
medy shall be had in the same manner, as is, or may be pro- 
vided by law in the case of master and apprentice. But nothing 
herein contained shal! be construed to prevent persons being 
discharged from imprisonment according to the prevision of the 


D 


37th section of the act to which this is supplementary, it it shall 
be considered expedient to grant such diecharge. Provided that 
the court, in pronouncing upon any person convicted under this 
act, or the act to which this is supplementary, may direct such 
person or persons to be detained 1n prison until the fine be paid, 
or the person or persons otherwise disposed of agreeably to the 
provisions of this act. 

And the yeas and nays being required, those who voted in the 
affirmative were, Messrs. Beasiy, Brown, Fithian, Gass, Heaton, 
Jennings, Lucas, Mathews, M’Laughlin, M’Milton, Newcom, 
Robb, Russell, Scofield, Shelby, Spenser, Stone, Swearingten, 
Thomson, and Womeldorf—2Uv. 

And those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Baldwin, 
Cole, Foos, Foster, WM. H. HARRISON, M’Lean, Oswall, Pol- 
leck, Ruggles, Roberts, Wheeler, and Syeaker—12. 


eee ned 


REMARKS OF MR. CRARY, 
OF MICHIGAN, 
In the House of Representatives, Friday, February 14, 
1840—The order of the day being the motiow of 
Mr. Casey to referthe memorialjof the National 


Read Convention, held at Terre Haute, Yidiana, 
to the Committee of Ways and Means/with in- 
structions to report a bill app: opriating $150,000 


in each of the States of Onio/Indigha, and Iili- 


nois, to be expended on the 

and the substitute of Mr. P 

structions, as follows: 

“and that the memorial be commi 
Ways and Means, with instructions to onsider the expediency 
of reporting a bill in favor of the measure.” 

And Mr. Marvin’s amendment to the original 
proposition, and substitute for Mr. Pickens’s 
amendment, as follows: 

“And that the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed 
to report hills in accordance with the estimates contained in 
the reporte from the Chief Engineer, and the Chief of the Topo- 
graphical Engineers, to the Secretary of War, and communica- 
ted to Congress by the President, making appropriations for the 
year 1840, for the continuation of the construction or improve- 
ments of harbors and roads, and the navigation of rivers, for 
which appropriations have been heretofore made.” 


Mr. CRARY spoke as follows: 

Mr. Spraxer: I am aware that it has 
become a common custom to examine nearly 
all questions that come before us, with re- 
ference to ccn‘t.tu'ional considerations. It is 


: nct to be supposed, however, that the most 


rigid constructionist will call in question the power 


“FgiLew-citizens: Being called suddenly home to attend `: of the House to give efficiency to the amendment _ 


offered by the gentleman from New York, [Vir. 
Marvin | The General Government has jurisdic- 
ticn over most of the navigable rivers in the coun- 
try, and especially over those leading into the Mis- 
sissippiand the Sr. Lawrence. The ordinance of 
1787, for the government of the territory northwest 
of the Ohio, provides that “the navigable waters 
leading into the Mississippi and the St. Lawrence 
and the cairying places between the same, shall be 
commen highways and forever free, as well to the 
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inhahisants of the said territory as to the citizens of 
the United States and those of any other State that 
may te admitted into the Contederacy, without tax, 
impost, or duty therefor.” By ths clause of the or- 
dinance, these waters are the common highwavs of 
the whole Uni n. Tne United Sta'es have the jn- 
risdiction over them, and have the ight t improve 
their navigation. This improvement cannct be 
made by the States, if by such improvement those 
waters are deprived cf their character of ‘common 
highways.” 

The only questicn, then, Mr. Speaker, for our 
consideration, is, wether these improvem:n's are 
necessary, and appr piiations at the prevent time 
expedient. I am aware that the <ystem has 
been charged with numberiess abuses. If 
these exist, they should be corrected. But 
until they are pointed out, I am cisposel to 
vote the apprepriations, betieving them reces- 
sary to give protection to the rich and increas. 
ing commerce of the West. Much of the cry of 
extravagance is without feuadaion. The er 
pentitures have indee}, in the majority of cases, 
exceeded the estimates; Lut it is to be recollected 
that the estimates were made when lator and the 
products of labor were comparatively at a low 
price. A work estimated at $100,000 dollars in 
1830 cost nearly double that amount in 1836, by 
reason of the great rise in prices, and the universal 
demand for labor. Many of the works have been 
made more permanent than was originally contem- 
plated. Instead of piers of wood that must soon 
decay by the ection of the elements, they have 
been built of stone, which cften had to be transe 
ported from a distance. But the g eatest cause of 
the excess of the expenditures over the estimates, 
is traceable to the actin of this body. Dar- 
ing our long sessions, we have teen in 
the habit ot delaying the appropria‘ions to so 
late a period in the season that contacts fcr labor 
and materiais could not be made to advantage. It 
often happened that works were suspended for s:x 
months in the year, awaiting the tardy and uncer- 
tain action of Congress; and were then recom- 
menced in the milst cf the summer months. This 
left on'y about three months for active operations, 
two of these the most unhealthy of the year, and 
the other a month of storms and tempests. Uncer 
such a system of appropriations, there must be 
waste and extravagance—but the fault was with 
the makers of the laws and not with those who ex- 
ecu'ed them. 

The expenditures for harbor improvements on 
Lakes Erie and Michigan amounts to about 
$1,500,000, and there has been constructed. six- 
teen harbors into which vessels can run with 
sifety, and two others are neatty completed. 
When, in 1827, the first harbor improvement on 
Lake Erie was authorized, there was upon that 
lake 4 453 tons of shipping. The steamboat and 
shipping tonnage on the 30th September, 1838, 
amounted to 36,385 tons. By a statement of the 
collector at Mackinaw, made in 1838, it appears 
that nearly 57,000 tons of shipping entered that 
port between the 14th of April and 25th of Sep- 
tember of that year. This amount of tonnage Is 
employed in the Lake Michigan trade, where à 
vessel often runs two hundred miles in a storm be- 
fore ste can find a harbor. 

The gentleman from New York, last upon 
the floor,’ [Mr. Barwarp,] stated that the 
commerce on these lakes now exceeded 100,000 
tons monthly. Allowing e ght months of naviga- 
tion annually, and it would, for that pericd, excee 
800,000 tons—equal to half the tonnage of the At 
lantic States. Nearly one moiety of the Atlantic 
tonnage is registered and employed in the foreign 
trade. The vessels are fitted out for distant voy- 
ages, and after leaving port, are not ex d to the 
dangers of ourow coast. On the lakes they were 
exp: sed daily and hourly, for they were constantly 
in sight of the shore, and liab‘e to be driven ups 
it in every unfavorable gale. 

It has been by means of the harbor improve- 
ments on the Jakes that the whole of the public do- 
main in the Northwest has been brought into maf- 
ket. When this sys'em was commenced, the Stale 
that I have the honor to represent was supposed to 
be a bleak and barren wilderness—‘‘a country of 
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snd hills, sometimes crowned with a few st nted 

tees ard a scanty vegcta‘ion, but generally bare, 
and tarown by the wind into a thousand fantastic 
shapes”—a country unfit for cultivation, and so 
filled up with marshes, that enough of good land 
coald not be found to s«pply the demands of the 
soldiers of the war of 1812. Such was Michigan, 
even after the close of that war; but its whole as- 

écthas been charged by the expenditure of a few 
thousand dollars in harbor improvements. 

‘More than £00,000 peopie have been induced 
to make this “ beautiful peninsula” their home, and 
have been the willing instruments of causing more 

. than ¢8,000,0G0 to flew info your Treasury since 

\ 1834. Nor has the influence of these harbors 
been coufived to my own State. They have been 
the means of seitling Northern Ohio, Northern 
Indiasa, and Northern Illinois, and they are now 
filing ap Wisconsin and Iowa with the enter- 
prising and intelligeat of the old States—with the 
men who carry with them the principies, moral 
and political, which iaspired and animated the 
figrims of the Plymouth Rock. 

These are seme of the benefits that have ac- 
crued to the country from our improvements on 
the lakes. The question now before us is, whether 
these works shall go cn to completion. By your 
past legislation, you have induced the settlement 
of a Jake coast nearly 2,000 miles in extent, with 
all the country adjacent; you have persuaded 
thousands upon thousands of your population to 
go into the wilderness, and purchase your public 
domain, with the expectation that you will con- 
tinue those improvements. Their continuance is 
demanded by the interests of commerce. Wih- 
out them, we shall have no avenues by which the 
products of our industry can find a market. With- 
oat them we shall be isolated, be cut off from all 
the b nefits of the. Union, and be compelled to 
bear only its evils. i 
“The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr Pick- 
Ess] embraced the cpporiunity yeste: day to pass a 
high compliment to the energv, enterprise, and iotel- 
ligence of the Northwest. He looked forward with 
pride and joy to the addition of new States to the 
Union. I am pleased at this expression of his 
broad and expanded views. I, too, Mr. Speaker, 
look forward to the time when State after State 
shall be embraced within the Union, when Repre- 
sen'aives shail stand up on this floor, whose 
homes are on the shores of the great Pacific. An 
Opportunity will socn be presented to test his 
patriotic professions; and when it comes, I feel an 
an assurance thet he will not be found wanting in 
his deep devotion to the principles of liberty. Wis- 
consin will soon be kere to take her place in the 
ránk of States, and it will probably be the good 
fortuve of many now here to assist in forming two 
K three States out of the present Territory of 
owa. 

The gentleman from South Carolina objects to 

t these apprep-iations, because they are not neces- 
sary for the common defence. He thinks that a!l 
our fu-ure battles afe to te ‘cuzht upon the Ailan- 
lic. In his opinion, the Canadas are to become 
free in any future contest with Great Britain, and 
are to bə united with us in the bunds of a 
common Union. This, sir, may ail hay pen, but 
not immediately. If a war comes out of the-North- 
aestera boundary question, the grand theatre for 
military operations will be upon the lakes. There 
Will be fought our battler, and there our arms will 
be covered with defeat and disgrace, or crowned 
with victory and with glory. Already is there a 
force in the Canadas of some eighteen thousand 
men, under experienced officers, and ready to in- 
hi oo oy mente The militia of those 

l state of excellent disei 

commanded by officers who have Pot ir 
service. For three years the British Government 
have been fortifying along our whole frontier. They 
have rebuilt fort Malden, the key to the commerce 
of the upper lakes. They have fortified Boi 

Blanc island at the mouth of the Detroit river. Are 
ail these movements necessary to preserve the 
peace of the Canadas? ` Must our whole frontier be 
lined with cannon to keep down the spirit of Cana- 
dian patriotism, and love of liberty? No, sir! In 
the event of war, these fortifications are designed to 
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cut off our comm: ree with Lakes Huron and Mi- 
chigan. Bat this was not all. Brit sh trocps are 
s auioned at every important poit.t on that fiontier, 
and British influence is ccncentratiag the In- 
dian tribes of the Northwest among the hun- 
dred islands of Lake Huron. Were all 
there feriifications, and all these armed 
men, necessary to preserve peace among Bri ish 
subjects? It may be, sir, bat it tells a sad story for 
British misrule in her provinces, and such mis- 
rule as cncejus‘ified rebellion and revolution. It 
; is however to te recollected that we have a long 
i line of boundary yet to adjust. 

| to be adjusted without compromise, wi hoit con- 
i cession, We have declared for the boundary of 
; the treaty of 1783. Does the Brit:sh Government 
; intend to adhere to that boundary? The late mrs- 
; sage of the Governor of New Brunswick shows 
n> sach intention. He talks of compromise, of 
concession. Are the gent'emen from Maine pre- 


Oa our part it is | 


pared for this? 

(Mr. Smitu here replied, No: never!] 

No: never, is the reply; and itis such a reply as 
should come from a Representative of the people 
of that gallant State. It is made in the spirit of 
the country. This House has declared for the 
live of the treaty, and we are bound to abide by 
that line. War is, indeed, to be avoided, but 

| not at the expense of any portion of that territory 
which was won by the battles of th: Revolution, 
and bequeathed to us as the inheritance of literiy. 

Mr. Speaker, I have ever cunsidered harbor ap- 

propriations as necessary for the defence of the 
lake frontier. They are necessary to protect our 
sipping from being destroyed by the enemy. A 
breastwork upon the piers, with afew cannon, 
and men to use them, will render almost any 
harbor secure from military incursicns. In con- 
nectivn with this subjec', it may not be improper 
to allude to the agreement entered into between the 
Brit sh Government and the United States in 1817, 
in regard to the armament of the lakes. By that 
agreement, neither Government was to emply more 
than two vessels on: the upper lakes, each of 
100 tons burthen, and armed with one eighteen 
pounder. If my information is correct, this 
agreement has been violated by the British Govern- 
ment, and they are now building two armed steam- 
esson Lake Erie, ostensibly for the preservation 
of the peace of the Canadas, but in reali-y to main- 
tain an ascendency upon those waters in the event 
of. war. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not understand the President 
to be opposed to appropriations for harbors. When 
his me-sage, together with the report from 
the Treasury Department, was transmit‘ed to 
this body, the operations of the Topographi- 
cal Bureau and Engiseer Corps, for the year 
1839, had not been laid before the head of the War 
Department. Directions had been given that all 
our pablic woiks should be iaspecied by competent 
officers, and the result of their labors was not com- 
municated un'il ike 7th of January. The Bureau 
of Topographical Engineers reported on the 3th 
of December, 1839, and the Chief Ergiveer on the 
Tih of January, 1840. On the 8th of January 


cn the 9th of the same month, he transmitted the 
same to Cong:ess ‘‘for their action and considera- 
tion.” This document contains “a more than 
usually detailed statemgnt of the history and pro- 
gress of the works, tog€ther with detailed estimates 
of the probable cost each work, and of the snms 
required for each’year.” It is a document that 
will enable Congress to legisla'e unders'andingly 
on all subjects of harborimprovement. It tells us 
that the works ander charge of the Engineer De- 
partment will require the sum of $1,386,887 fer 1840; 
aud under the charge of the Torographical Bureau 
the sum of $1,807,424 for 1840. There are tab'es 
showing the whole amount that will te demanded 
to complete all the works in a permanent manner. 
There is also much vatuabie matter on the subject 
of the commerce cf the upper lakes. No man 
can readit without coming to the conclusion ‘that 
the fifeen hundred thousand dollars expended on 
the harbors of the-e Iakes, has been the most pro- 
fitable expenditure of this Government. It had 
been the means of creating a tonnage in ships, 


these reports were laid before the President, and | 


brigs, schooners, sioons, and steamboats, valued at 
$2,399,600. Sinse 1830, a commerce at the sin- 
ge pori of Cleveland, had been created cf thean. 
naal value of upwards of $50,000,000. Such was 
the character of the docu:nent seat to us by the 
President, and to which he invites. spur considera- 
tion and acti n.” Does this look lilt: ¢pposition to 
this system of improvemens? Does it indicate a 
spirit of hostili y enher to the Cumterland road or 
to harbors? As the particular friend of the latter, 
I am glad ofsuch opposiion. It wi do more than 
has ever yet been done to induce the country to 
urge these works to completion. . 

Those of the Opposition who are friendly to 
these improvements, were doing the President great 
injustice. He has sent to us the best report that 
ever came from the head of the Executive, and yet 
they are dissatisfied because the estimates were 
not to be found in the annual report from the 
Trea:ury. They are rot there, because they 
Were not completed when the Treasury document 
was made out. But they are be‘ore us now, and 
with the sanction of the President. What more do 
genilemen wan'? What more weuld they have? 
It seems to me that they ought to be satisfied. But 
no; the Presi tent can do nota‘ng that will satisfy 
them. If he includes the estimates for such works 
in the annual budget, he is forthwith cha'ged with 
recommending extravagance, and with wishing to 
extend Executive patronage. If they are omitted 
in the budget, and sent up by the proper Depart- 
ment, according to the practice of the Departments, 
then comes the cry of oppcsiticn to all improve- 
m:nts, Sir, the spirit of eppo-ition to this Admi- 
nistration rides over the best interests of the 
country. ' 

I now come to that por:ion of my remarks which 
relate to the original proposition, as well as to the 
amendment. It must be well known to every mem- 
ber of the House that the expenditures of this Go- 
vernment are in a great degree confired to the At- 
lan'ic States. In tho-e Sta‘es, we expend $5,000,000 
annually in creating and supporting a navy. We 
expend other millicns on fort:fications and custom- 
houses, and in giving protec'icn to commerce. In 
those States, nearly all our munitions of war are 
manufactured, and there are paid out and expend- 
ed the salaries of most of our public officers, civil 
ard military. The great body of our legistation 
has deen for the immediate benefit of these States. 
Congress seldom looks westward, except when 
tome question in regard to the pub'ic domain is un- 
der consideration. This isa natural condition of 
things. The power of the House resis w:th the 
States of the Auantic, but it will not be with them 
always. Another census will show, that 


“Westward the star of empire takes its way.” 


There has been of late much speculation as to the 
probable effects upon our prosperity of the large in- 
debteduess of the States. It has been said that the jn- 
terest on aebt of $200,000,C00 will drain us of our 
resources. There is noJoubt that the payment of 
$10,000,000 of interest annually, t0 a foreign 
power, wiil have a sensible effect upon our prospe- 
rity. ft will create a depend-nce upon foreign ca- 
pitalists an t foreign banking insti:uions; but this - 
cependence will not be as great as that of the West - 
upon the At'antic Sates, by reason of the opera- 
uons of this Government. 

In 1834, the expenditures of the Government 
were $24 601,982; for the civil list, $4,404,728; the 
military, $10,061,427; naval afans, $3,956,260; ` 
and for the paymcnt of the public debt, $6,176,- 
565. The receipts for the same year, were $21,- 
701,935, of which $16 214,957 were from customs, 
and $4,857,600 from the public lands. The ap- 
propristions for that year, according to a report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, were $1,111,000 in 
the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 


In Onto.—Special, . . . $282,000 

Pensiors, s . rei 
iscellaneous A 7 A 

Army, er ae 145,000 

Indians, . . à. 120,000 

$712,080 

In Inpiana.—Special, . «~~ «163,000 

' P.nsions, + 48,000 


$40 
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Miscellaneous, < 10,000 

$221,000 

In Intrnors.—Special, r 2 140,600 
Pensions, ‘ . 18,000 

Army, .- i ` 10,000 
Miscellaneous, s 10,000 

$178,000 


Computing the population of the Union, for that 
year, at 15,000,000, and that of these States at 
2,200,000, and there was paid into your Treasury, 


by these States, for customs, the sam of $2,378,193, 
being $1,267,193 more, for customs alone, than 
was expended in those States. In the same year 
there was paid into the Treasury from those States, 
for the sale of public lands, the sum of $1,346,989. 
Admitting that those States paid but one-half of the 
amountreceived for public lands within their borders, 
and they paid into your Treasury, for customs and 
lands alone,the sum of $3,051,687, being $1,940,587 
more than was expended in those States. But the 
whole expenditure for the Union amounted to | 
$24,601,982, which would give to those States the 
sam of $3,608,290, whereas they received but the |, 
sum of $1,111,000. So much for the receipts and ` 
expenditures for the year 1834, and their operation | 
upon the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. i| 
We come now to the year 1839, when the popu- _ 
lation of the Union may be estimated at 17,000,090, |: 
and that of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan, 
at 3,000,000. During the past year there were no 
special expenditures in either of these States, so. 
that the whole of the appropriations resulting im- 
mediately to the benefit of these States could not 
exceed $1,000,000. The whole of the appropria- 
tions of the Government amounted to $37,217,812, 
which, if paid equally by all our population, would 
give to these four States, as their propor- 
tion, the sam of $6,567,849. In other words, they 
paid into your Treasury $6,567,849, and received 
rom the same $1,000,000. But as this calculation 
may be objected to on account of the receipts from 
pther sources than lands and customs, my remarks 
will be confined to the two latter. For the first 
three quarters of 1839, the receipts from customs 
were $18,328,392, aud for the last quarter they 
may be estimated at not less than $2,500,000, giv- 
ing the sum of $20,828,393 for the year. Of this 
sum the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Mi- 
chigan, must pay $3,675,600. There has been 
colected in these States for public lands, du- 
ring three quarters of the year, the sum of 
$2,234,265; and supposing one-half this sum | 
to be paid by citizens «f those States, 
and there has been taken from their pocke's, for | 


lands during three qua: ters of the year, and for cus- || 


toms daring the whole year, the sum of $4,792,732, | 
and direc ly returned te them, in the form of appro- |: 
ena: the sam of $1,000,000. Add this heavy 

alance to the interest which those States are pay- 
ing to Europe on State indebtedness, and we have 


a sufficient cause fur the derangement of their cur- 
rency; for the low price of all the products of labor 
and for the general pecuniary distress which per- 
vades that whole section of country. Without a 
national debt, these States are p'aced in the si ua- 
tion that the South and West were in 1820, when 
Mr. Crawford, ia a report to the House of R pre- 
s ntatives, on banks and currency, said: 

In the West and in the South, the complaints of a deficient 
currency have been most distinctly heard. In the latter, these 
complaints are of recent date. In both, they proceed in a 

ter degree from the disbursement of the public revenue, 
than fromjany other cause. The great mass of public expendi- 
ture is made to the east of this city. The revenue accruing 
from imports, though principally collected in the Middle and 
Eastern States, ia paid by the great mass of consumers through- 
out the United States. That which is paid for the public lands, 
although in some degree drawn from every part of the Union, 
is principally paid by the citizens of the West and the Sonth. 
The greatest part of the revenue accruing from the public 
lands, as well as that collected in the Southern States upon im- 
posts, has been transferred, to the Middle and Eastern States to 
be expended. The necessity of making this transfer, arises 
from the circumstance that the great mass of the public debt is 
held in those States, or by foreigners, whose agents reside in 
them; and from the establishments of dock yards and naval sta- 
tions in.their principal ports, This transfer will continue to be 
necessary until the public debt shall be extinguished, and until 
the other expenditures of the Government Can, consistenly with 
the pubtic interest, be more equally distributed. 


Notwithstanding this sectional inequality in the 
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appropriations, I am disposed, Mr. Speaker, to 
vote liberal supplies for the defences of the coun- 
try, for the support of the army and navy, and the 
public works. Will the Atlantic States be actuated 
by a similar liberality? When the West brings 
forward objects for which expenditures are expe- 
dient, will those States give to them a consideration 
commensurate to their importance? Unless this is 
done, the Union will be, to the West, of little ad- 
vantage. If that section is to be dives:ed of its cir- 
culating medium from year to year, without any 
adequate return, it does not require the spirit of di- 
vination to foresee the consequences. There is 
glory in belong’ng to the Union; there is a feeling 
of pride in its associations. But all these may pass 
away, by the infliction of burdens grievous to be 
borne, by forcing one section to become hewers of 
wood and drawers of water, in support of a Go- 
vernment established ‘to provide for the common 
defence, and promote the general welfare.” Sir, 
this is not spoken in a fault-finding spirit. Iam 
not to be thus understood. But itis to be borne in 
mind that the West has contributed more than its 
full share to the funds of the Treasury; and in ask- 
ing that a portien of these funds be returned to 
them, and expended on constitutional objects, they 
are governed by a sense of justice, aad a desire for 


‘| “a more perfect union.” 


It seems to be my misfortune, Mr. Speaker, to 
come from a State that gentlemen are in the habr 
of taking for illustration. The gentleman from 


| Alabama (Mr. Hussarn] has gone to Michigan to 


fiad materials for a speech, which materials could 
have been furnished from his own State. Here- 


` after he had better look at home, before going 


abroad to find fault with his neighbors. It has not 


| been my habit to bring up and arraigo the internal 


affairs of my own or any other State. Whatever 
the condition of politics in my own State, whether 
power be in the hands of Whigs or Democrats, it 
is my wish at all times to be the defender of her 
rights, and to promote her best interests. The 
movements of my potitical opponents at home will 
never be alluded to by me unless they are a legi- 
timate subject for our consideration. If the 
time of the House is to be devoted to the party 
contentions of the States, we shall find ourselves 
upon an illimitable ocean, without helm or com- 
pase. 

Mr. Speaker, I will take the liberty to assure 
the gentleman frem Alabama that all the expendi- 
tures in Michigan have been confined to constitu- 
tional objects. All the roads were made when 
Michigan was a Territory. Most of them were 
military roads, and all of them have resulted 
to the great benefit of the United States. The 
road from Detroit to Fort Gratiot was a 
military road. . That from Detroit to Chicago 
was of the same character; and also, that from 
Detroit to Saganaw. The latter road ought to be 
completed to Mackinaw. There is no way of 
reaching that post at present, but by Lake Huron; 
and yet it is\the Gibraltar of Lake Michigan; 


| andin the event of war, if well fortified and de- 


fended, will give security to the whole of Western 
Michigan, Northern Indiana, and Hilinois, and 
Eastern Wisconsin. Is such a road unconstitu- 
tional? If so, all reads for military purposes are 
unconstitutional; for there is not a road in the 
Union of more importance for protection and de- 
fence. There are other roads in Michigan to 
which the gentleman has alluded. Some of them 
were constructed for military purposes, and others 
for the purpose of bringing the publ:c lands into 
market, and giving them the value affixed by law. 


An impression seems to have gone abroad that 
large sums of money have been expended in 
Michigan for internal improvements. The gen- 
teman from Alabama has alluded to some 800 
miles ef road in that State, and to numerous har- 
ber improvements, and intimated that all this had 
been done in a State that was a wilderness. We 
are notentirely a wilderness, as will be demon- 
strated on this floor after the next census, and as 
has already been demonstrated by the returns to 
your Treasury, from the sales of the publ:c lands. 
From that Siate alone you have put into your 
Treasury $8,490,163, from 1833 to September, 
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1839, and $10,774,034, since your lands were 
first brought into market. 

We have also, in common with the rest of the 
Union, paid our proportion of the revenue derived 
from the customs. And what have been the returns 
in the form of expenditures for legitimate objects 
of improvement? With a peninsular coast 
of seven hundred miles, there has been ex- 
pended, to 1837, for internal improvement, $296,- 
713. Let us now examine tke account with Ala- 
bama. For internal improvement there is put 
down to that State $198,950, and for for:fications 
$1,358,764. Yes, sir, Alabama can have fortifica- 
lions to defend her against an assailing foe, but 
Michigan must depend upon her stalwart arm 
alone for protection. Alabama had also received 
400,000 acres of the public lands for the improve- 
ment of the Muscle shoals in the Tennessee river. 
That land is worth not less thang 700,000. But 
the gentleman is willing to give up the avails of 
this land, ant all that Alabama has received from 
the General Government, if we will only put an 
end to internal improvement. This is patric tism 
of a high order, and, if entirely disinterested, has 
my hearty commendation. But, in the present in- 
stance, there seems to be something of self-inte- 
rest about it. On a map at the left of your chair, 
sir, is delineated the Tennessee river, Muscle 
Shoals, and the canal around the north bend of the 
shoals. Yes, sir, also a certain railroad on the 
south side of the river, running from Decatur to 
Tuscumbia, through Courtland. 

The gentleman from Alabama, when at home, 
takes his letters and papers from the post office at 
Courtland. This may well account for his pa- 
triotism. It may also be accounted for on the sup- 
po:ition that his district is particularly interested 
in the railroad improvement. 

[Mr. Hurgar here said that he had opposed ap- 
propriations for such purposes long before the rail- 
road charter was granted. That so far from the 
railroad interest operating in favor of his election, 
the contrary was the fact. He received a much 
larger vote in the counties where the canal was 
run than in those counties along the route of the 
railroad; not on account of the railroad or canal, 
but because there were more Democrats in the for- 
mer counties and more Whigs in the latter. Those 
who sent him here would give up the donation if 
you would stop plundering them to carry on works 
of internal improvement. Yes; the State of Ala- 
bama could not only afford to surrender this dona- 
tion, but give a million dollars in the bargain, if 
you would not take any more of their money.] 


Mr. Crary resumed. The patriotism of the peo 
ple of Alabama is not to be doubted. They have 
accepted the donation, and they have thus given evi- 
dence of a knowledge of their true interests, 
should like a similar donation for my own State; 
but it will not be made this session. Even a 
cession of the lands for a fair consideration, the fa- 
vorite project of the gentleman from South Caroli- 
na, [Mr. Picxens,] will find litle favor with the 
House, as at present constituted. A change must 
come over us before “the sun and the moon an 
the eleven stars will make obeisance.” “The 
arms of our hands must first be made strong,” and 
honor and power must first be in our possession. | 

Mr. Speaker, I have thus far confined myself io 
the question. I have now something to say about 
men. Ever since the Harrısburz Conven'ion, no 
speech has been delivered on this floor which has 
not some reference to the existing political rela- 
tions of the country. Thisbas not been in order. It 
is not our province to make Presidents, nor to 
waste the time of the House in making speee 
in favor of the candidates ef either political pariy 
and yet this has been done, and to an extent that 
it would be almost eut of order not to make & 
reply. I propose to reply, bat not in the way 
that will be most agreeable to the Opposition. 
shall indulge in no vituperation, and make use 
of no abusive epithet. These weapons belong t0 
my political opponents. 

The gentlemen from Indiana, [Mr.Prorrit,] who 
occupied the floor yesterday, has brought . before 
the House the hero of North Berd, not as he is 0 
his old age, with mental infirmities fast thickening 
upon him, but as he was when in command of the 
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Northwestern army in the last war. That gentle- 
man has applauded the Presidential canditate of 
the Opposition for three great exploi's: Ist, the bat- 
tle of Tippecanoe; 2d, being the first to suggest 
the armament of the lakes; and, lastly, for the bat- 
tle of the Thames. I have a few words to say on 
each of these subjects. 

Any one who will put himself to the trouble of read- 
ing the official account of the battle of Tippeca- 
noe, will see that General Harrison performed no 
greatact of generalship on that occasion. From 
the General’s cwn confessions, the army was en- 
camped in an exposed position, affording “great fa- 
cility to the approach of savages,” and at night was 
comp'etely surprised by the Indians, and only es- 
caped cestruction by the gallantry of the brave 
Kentuckians, and a part of the old fourth regiment 
from Massachusetts. But I will confine myself to 
the official report, that will prove all that has 
been asserted. It will also prove that General 
Harrison was the greatest egotist that ever wrote 
in the English language. Other generals have 
awarded some merit to the God of battles, but not 
so wih General Harrison. It was “P that did 
all from the morning that “I commenced my 
march,” until “Z announced that J had no intention 
of attacking them (the Indians) until I discovered 
that they would not comply with the demands that 
I had made—that J would go on and encamp at 
the Wabash.” 


after four o’cluck.” 
tothe angle that was attacked, I reinforced every 


part of the line, I formed the body of dragoons, I 


meant to pursue the enemy in their flight, but,” 
aye, BUT, “being engaged, I did not observe it until 
if was loo late.” Yes, this would be cap‘ain of cap. 
tains, did not observe the flight of the enemy “until 
it was too late” to pursue them. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I must return to the morning 
of the Gh of November, when this consummate 
General was within eleven miles of the scene of his 
subsequent exploits. A march of six miles is made 
through open prairies, “wih the infantry in twe 
coluans of files on either side of the road, and the 
mounted riflemen and cavalry in front, in the rear, 
and on the flanks,” when, coming to open woods, 
the whole army is formed in order of battle. A 
company of mouuted ridemen formed the advanced 
guard; then came the United States infantry, 
flanked by two companies of militia infantry and 
one of mounted riflemen; then comes the baggage, 
covered by three companies of militia infantry; and 
lastly comes the cavalry. We ought now to ex- 
pect a fizht, for the whole army is * in the order of 
battle.” 


limes in‘the distance cf a mile.” 
is approached, when the order for battle again 
passes from colamn to column. 

Mr. Lincotn here raised a questiun, whether it 
was ia order to discuss matters not before the 
House. 

Mr. Ocue said no friend of Gen. Harrison feared 
the discussion. 

Several members expressing ajwish for the de- 
bate to proceed, Mr. Lincoin withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Crary resuxed, ard said he did not expect 
to be allowed to proceed. It was to him a mater 
of no consequence. He thought, however, he was 
indalging ia n» greater latitude of debate than was 
yesterday permitted to the gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Prorrit.] When Mr. P, Was speaking, Mr. 
Bataes temporarily Occupied the Speaker's chair. 

. That gentleman had canvassed not only the merits 
of General Harrison for the Pr esidency, but called 
Up the past political history of a member of the 
House, [Mr. Wicg,] and yet no one rose and called 
to order, or pronounced the remarks irrelevant to 
the question. He was free to admit that such dis- 
cussion was unprofitable; but if it was in order to 
make the attack, it ought also to be in order to 
make a reply. Were gentlemen prepared to allow 


of such a course of attack, and then prevent a re-~ 


Ply? If so, evil would come out of it of no ordi- 
Rary magnitude, 


Mr. Prorrir rose to explain, He appealed to 
l 


“I halted,” and “I resumed my | 
march.” “I advanced,” and “I roseat a quarter | 
CI mounted my horse, I rode | 


But we are doomed to disappointment. | 
The order is given to “ break off in short columns | 
of companies,” and to move slowly and cautiously | 
along, the several corps changing position “ three | 
At last a creek | 
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the House, whether he said any thing disrespectful 
He did not intend to injure his 


of his colleague. 
feelings. 


Mr. Crary said he was aware that the feelings 
of his colleague [Mr. Wick] were not injured. But 
this did not justify the atiack. Did the gentleman 


know that he would not hurt his feelings? 
But, Mr. Speaker, torcturn to General Harrison, 


whom we left with his army drawn up in the order 


of battle. No enemy, however, appears; but, from 
certain indications of a hostile feeling, it is deter- 
mined to encamp for the night. “Whilst Z was 
engaged in tracing the lines for the encampment,” 
information was received that the Indians “had 
answered every attempt to bring them to a parley 
with contempt and insolence.” This was not to be 
borne. A refusal to answer by the Indians, caused 


` the lines of a camp to be traced; but when they an. 
` swered “with contempt and insolence,” the camp 
` lines are obliterate}, thearmy moves forward, with 
' “every man eager to decide the contest immediate- 
i ly.” It moves about the width of an eighty acre 


lot, and then halts again, not to encamp, but to en- 
able “I” to hold a parley with three Indians, one 
of them the particular friend of the Prophet. Well, 
what does this friend of the prophet say? Why, 
that an answer had been sent to Gen. Harrison’s 


| demands, but that the bearers “have unfortunately 


taken the road on the south side of the Wabash.” 


What was this answer? The official report show- 


eth it not. It only says “J answered that I had 
no intention of attacking them until I discovered 


that they would not comply with the demands 
which I had made.” On a promise from this 
| friend of the Prophet that no hostilities shouli be 
committed till the will of the Presidentof the Uni- 
ted States was explained, our hero resumes his 


march, and advances within one hundred and fifty 
yards of the town. Fifty Indians sally forth, and 
demand a halt. “J immediately advanced to the 
front, and caused the army to halt.” “In a few 
moments the man (he friend of the Prophet) who 


had been with me before, made his appearance. I 


informed him that my object, for the present, was 
to procare a good piece of ground to encamp on, 
where we could get wood and water. He iofurm- 
me that there was a creek to the northwest, which 
he thought would suit our purpose.” * » >» >» 
“I found the ground for the encampment not alio- 
gether such as I could wish it.” It was suited for 
regular troops, opposed to regulars, “BUT IT AF- 
FORDED GREAT FACILITY TO THE APPROACH OF 
SAVAGES.” 

Here follows a description of the ground from 
the official report: 

It was a piece of dry oak land, rising about ten feet above 
the level ofa marshy prairie in front, (towards the Indian town,) 
and nearly twice that height above a similar prairie in the 
rear, through which, and near to this bank, was a small stream, 
c othed with willow and other brushwood. Towards the left 
flank this beach of high land widened considerably, but became 
gradually narrower in the opposite direction, and at the dis- 
tance of one hundred and fifty yards from the right flank, ter- 
minated in an abrupt point. 

On this ground pointed out by an enemy, and 
““aFFORDING GREAT FACILITY TO THE APPROACH 
OF SAVAGES,” were traced the lines of a night en- 
campment, with the front and rear lines separated 
from each other about twenty-seven rods on the 
1:ft, and fourteen rods on the right flank. 

Mr. Unperwoop here inquired what authority 
Mr. C. had for saying the ground was pointed out 
by the enemy. 

Mr. Crary referred him to the official report, 
where he woul! find it under General Harrison’s 
own sign manual. 

But to return to the order of encampment. The 
front line was occupied by one battalion of United 
States infantry, flanked on the right by two com- 
panies of militia, and on the left by one company. 
The rear line was composed of the other battalion 
of United States infantry on the left, and four 
militia companies on the right. The left flank was 
filled up by two companies of mounted riflemen, 
and the right flank by ene company. Two troops 
of dragoons were encamped in the rear of the left 


flank, and one troop in rear of the front line. 


These troops were all in single rank, and were de- 
fended. »y two captain’s guards, consisting of 
eighty-eight men, aad two subaltern’s guards, con- 
sisting of twenty men. But as the report makes 
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no mention either of a pieket guard. or of a com- 
mon camp guard, it seems that this indispensable 
requisite of an army, encamped in an enemy’s 
country, was entirely overlooked and omitted. 
This is evident, from the fact, that in the opening 


-cf the battle, some of the men were stricken down 


in the very doors of their tents. 

We have here, sir, the camp of General Harri- 
son when in an Indian country, and so apprehen- 
sive of an attack that “the order of encampment 
was the order of battle, and each man slept appo- 
site to his postin the line.” General Harrison 
says his order of march was “similar to that used 
by General Wayne.” But was the order of en- 
campment that of General Wayne, or that of any 
other General winning glory in Indian warfare? 
Did General Wayne ever encamp in an Indian 
country without first throwing up a breastwork 
either of wood or of earth? Was not this course 
pursued by all the early Indian fighters of New 
England? Such breastworks are often spoken of by 
her early writers, and Hubbard tells us of ene 
case where a stone breastwork was thrown up in 
the midst of a fight. Did Colonel Johnson ever 
encamp, when in the midst of hostile Indians, with- 
out defending his camp by a breastwork? If he had, 
sir, his gallant little band of mounted men would 
never have covered themselves with glory at the 
batile of the Thames. In the Black Hawk war, 
did General Atkinson ever omit the barricade for 
a single night? Never. When it could not be made 
of wood, one of earth was thrown up. To G-neral 
Harrison belongs the honor of encamping an army 
without breastworks, ia sight of an Indian town, 
the inhabitants of. which “HAD MANIFESTED NOTHING 
BUT HOSTILITY.” Let the bonor be his, and let his 
political friends write it op all their banners; but 
the hand writing should be one of blood—the blood 
of one-fourth of a most gallant end chivalrous army. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I have not yet done with this 
camp upon “dry oak land,” and surrounded by a 
“marshy prairie.” It appears, from the official 
report, that the fires were built within the camp, 
and were burning at a quarter after four o’clock in 
the morning. “Our fires afforded a partial light, 
which, if it gave us some opportunity of taking 
our positions, was still more advantageous to the 
enemy, affording them the means of taking a 
surer aim.” Under such circumstances, need we 
wonder at the slaughter that ensued? The fires 
were, indeed, extinguished after the battle com- 
menced, Sut this proved that they should not have 
been built, if it proved any thing. Camp fires were 
necessary, but in Indian warfare they should be 
without the camp, if allowed to burn all night. 
They then gave no advantage to the enemy. On 
the contrary, on coming within their range, the en- 
emy became the object of “a surer aim.” 

Sir, I pass over the movements of the General 
during the battle. I say nothing of his horseback 
rid? in a camp with a right flank of fourteen rods; 
nothing of his order to Major Daviss to dislodge, 
with a party of dismounted dragoons, the enemy 
from some trees in front of four companies of Uni- 
ted States infantry. Let others decide whether In- | 
dians could be driven from such á position by 
swords and pistols better than with muskets and 
bayonets. It is, perhaps, decided trom this fact, 
that the dragoons were driven back with the loss 
of the gallant Major Daviss, and that the enemy 
were immediately dislodged by a company of in- 
fantry. I need not allude to the number of men 
engaged in battle, nearly one-fourth of whom 
were killed or wounded, The army, says an offi- 
cial letter of the 18h December, deducting dra- 
goons, was bat little over 700 men. Of these, 62 
were killed, and 126 wounded. The Prophet's 
force amounted to 450. Of these, from 36 to 
40 were left on the field. What official preci- 
sion! Fron 36to 40 were left on the field; bat 
these did not comprise all the dead, The Indians 
were seen to take off not on'y the wounded, bat the 
dead. Indians. take their dead from the field 
in the midst of the battle! Sueh’stories are often 
told, bat they generally come from warriors who 
fight at a respectable’ distance, and make out 
their reports of the dead'cn™ supposition. In the 


“present instance, the dead may have been tak-n 


away; for the report says, “several were 
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found in the houses, and one, of many graves 
fresh dug, was opened and found to cen’ain three 
dead bodies.” Could all- this have been done in 
the presence of a victorious army? Not in civil- 
ized warfare. In such a war, the conquerors bury - 
the dead. With these facts before them, the trusty 
followers of the Prophet might have claimed, at 
least a drawn bat!le, and in support of their posi- 
tion, have pointed to the dead taken from the field, 
and to the fresh graves in which they were buried. 
Bat the Indian account of this battle bas not 
been given to history. If, however, you and I had 
been presen', Mr. Speaker, at their next great war 
dance, we should have heard the songs of the 
braves of their nation, and listened to the recital 
of thei: deeds of renown. 

I have done, Mr. Speaker, with the official ac- 
count of the battle ot Tippecanoe. It has been 
converted into a victory. Let it be so recorded on 
the page of history. Bat, for the honor of the 
country, let there also be recorded on the same 
page, deeds of more enduring fame—not indeed on 
the part of the officers and soldiers, for they fought 
like men; but on the part of the General, who, with- 
out intrenching bis night encampment, without the 
ordinary. precaution against surprise, exposed these 
gallant epirits to sacrifice and slaughter. 

The gentleman from Indiana has given tc Gene- 
zal Harrison the cred t of first suggesting the ar- 
mament of the lakes, in the war of 1812. Iflam 
correctly informed, that honor belcngs to another. 
It was first suggested by Gen. Armstrong to Go- 
vernor Eustis, then Secretary of War. The letter 
bore cate the 2d of January, 1812, and says: 

Resting, as the line of Canadian defence does in its whole 
extent, un Lavigable lakes and rivers, no time should be lost in 
getting a naval ascendency on both; for, ceteris paribus, the 
belligerent, who is the first to obtain these advantages, will 
(miracles excepted) win the gate. 

Again, the same let er says: 

_For western defence, employ western men, accustomed to the 
vifio and stratagems of Indian wartare. To their customary 
arms add a pistol and asabre, and to enaure celerity of move- 
ment mount them on horseback. Give them a competent 
leader and a good position, within a striking distance of Indtan 
vilages or British settlements, Why not at Detroit, where 
zou have a strang fortress and a detachment of artillerisis? 

collect, however, that this position, far from being good, 
would be poe bad unless your naval means have ascen- 
dency on e Erie.” ` 

la “ Armsirong’s Notices ef the War of 1812,” 
at page 177, is a note on the subject of the arma- 
ment of the lakes, in the followieg words: 

No efficient measures were taken by the Government to ob- 
tain a command of the lakes until October, 1812. A letter 
written about this time by General Armstrong to Mr. Gallatin, 
was probably the means of recalling the attention of the cabinet 
to this important subject. In this letter the Genera! stated the 
following facts: “ That he was informed by Captain Chauncey 
that as eariy as the month ef July, Captain Woolsey had re- 
quested twenty six-pounders, of which there were more than 
one hundred in the navy yard unemployed; that the intention 
of Woolsey was to arm such vesssels of commerce a3 could be 
found on the Lake and at Sackett’s Harbor, with the aid 
of which he would be able to get a complete command of the 
water. 


On these facts Gen. Armstrong remarked that ; 


“the object was of the highest importance; that be- 
sides giving us the advantage of an exclusive and 
uninterrupted use of the lakes for public purposes, 
it would effectually separate Upper from Lower 
Canada, cut asunder the enemy’s line of communi- 
eation, and prevent Brock and Provost from succor- 
ing each ether.” 

Now, sir, no letter is found from Gen. Harrison on 
this subject until the month of December follow- 
ing. On the 12th of that month, he wrote to the 
War Department, advising the emp!oyment of na- 
val means; or rather saying, “if the Government 
would employ naval means, all these objecis could 
be accomplished in the short space of two months 
id the spring.” But this advice, if such it could be 
caled, was subs‘antially revoked in his letter of 
the 17th of March. At this time he says: 

“If there is positive certainty of our getting the command of 
Lake Erie, and having a regular force of thrce thousand five 

f hundred, or even three thousand, well disciplined men, the pro- 
posed plan of setting out from Cleveland, and landing on the 
northern shore, below Malden, would, perhaps, be the one by 
which that place and its dependencies could be most easily re- 
duced.” AET - 

Atter stating his ignerance of “the preparations 
that were makirg to obtain the naval superiority 
upon Lake Erie,” and the uter impossibility of 
transporting a large and undisciplined army, the 
General proceeds: 

_Althiough the expense and difficulty of transporting the pro- 
visions, artillery, and stores for an army round the head of the 
jake, would be very considerable, the lake being possessed by 
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our ships, and the heavy baggage taken in boats along its mar- 
gin, the troops would find no difficulty “in the land route.” 

Here, sir, are the views ef a man why has been 

praised for being the first to suggest the armament 
of the lakes. Fortunately for the country, these 
views did not prevail. Time had lessened the in- 
filwence of the General of the Northwestern army, 
and his suggestions were discarded. A new order 
was issued by the War Department for prosecuting 
the campaign on the plan given in March, which 
was, “to get command of the lakes.” 

Bat, sir, the plan of operations came near being defeated by a 
cautiousness amounting to timidity, I had almost said to cow- 
ardice. On the 2ist of April, the General, alter approving of 
the plan of operations presented by the War Department, says 
that he shall watch the movements of the enemy narrowly, 
“put inthe event of their landing at Lower Sondusky, that 

ast cannot be saved” The enemy did land, but not to fulfil 
this prophecy. The post was saved, but not by General Har- 
rison. He had withdrawn the body of his army to Seneca, 
nine milesdistant. Under command of the gallant Col. Cro- 

han, a detachment of one hundred and aixty men resolved to 
efend the post, or die in the attempt. Sir, need I tell the re- 
sult? Itis written on the brightest page of our history. 

Mr. Speaker, I will not allude to the determination of Gene- 
yal Harrison to destroy his stores at Seneca, and retreat to Up- 

r Sandusky, leaving the whole lake coast defenceless. Nor 
will I allude to his order to Majer Croghan to abauden the fort 
and repair to head quarters. These I pass over; and I pass 
over, also, the General’s official report; wherein it appears that 
he left this intrepid body of men to meet ail the assaults of near 
two thousand of the enemy, and left them, too, with but “one 
six-pounder, seven rounds of cannon cartridges, and forty 
rounds of smull arms.” 

In April, the postcould not be saved; on the last days of July, 
he ordered it to be abandoned and burnt; but, on hearing the 
cannonading, he made the discovery that any attempt to storm 
it could be resisted with effect. He therefore remained in his 
camp at Seneca, without making a solitary movement, until he 
was informed that the enemy were retreating. He then went 
towards the post as fast as the dragoons conid carry him, but 
‘not an enemy was to be seen.” The General then returned to 
Seneca, and wrote the Secretary of War that he had before 
informed him “that the post of Lower Sandusky could not be 
defended against HEAVY cannon.” He had informed him that 
the post could not he saved at any rate; and while the battle was 
raging, speaking of Croghan, he said, “the blood be on his own 
head—I wash my hands of it.” 

In August the exertions of the War Department were 
crowned with success. Our squadron obtained command of 
the lakes, and, soon after, Geveral Harrieon crossed over to 
make an attack on Malden. When he arrived, Proc:or had fled, 
and was not overtaken until he reached the Thames of Lake St. 
Clair. This happened on the 5:h of October, when a batile was 
fought that elosed the warin Upper Canada. Of late, the friends 
of Genera! Harrison have claimed great honor for him on this 
occasion, but he does not deserveit. The giory ofthe victory was 
awarded at the time to Colonel Richard M. Johnson, ani it be- 
Jongsto him. His regiment of mounted men made the charge 
upon the British lines, and broke them to pieces. They also 
crossed the swamp, and fought against the Indians, without any 
ail from the rest of the army. The charge was suggested hy 
Colonel! Johnson; and all that General Harrison did was to give 
the order. Iam aware that the official report gives us to unter- 
stand that the plan of attack came from “a moment’s reflec- 
tion.”’ 

“While I?’ says the General, “was engaged in forming the 
infantry, J had directed Colonel Johnson’s regiment, which was 
still in front, to be formed in two lines opposite to the enemy, 
and upon the advance of the infantry to take ground te the 
left, and forming upon that flank, to endeavor to turn the right 
of the Indians. A moment’s refiection, however, convinced 
me that from the thickness of the woods, and swampiness of the 
ground, they wou'd be unable todo any thing on horseback, and 
there was no time to dismount them and place their horses in 
security. JZ, therefore, determined to refuse my left to the 
Indians, and to break the British lines at once by a charge of the 
mounted infantry. The measure was not sanctioned by any 
thing that J had seen or heard of, but J was fully convinced that 
it would succeed.’*- 

This is the statement of General Harrison. Would any one 
imagine from it that the change in the order of battle was eug- 
gestedby another? Yet such is the fact. Colonel Johnson 
says: “I requested General Harrison te permit me to charge.” 
He did charge, and at such speed that the British had not 
time ay discharge their third fire before they were totally 
routed. i 

Mr. Coorsr here inquired of Mr. Crary his authority for as- 
serting tha: the orderof battle was changed at the request of 
Col. Johnson. 

Mr. Crary referred to Armstrong’s notices of the war of 
1812, wherein was a letter asserting the fact, under Col. John- 
son’s own signature. 

This battle put an end te the war in Upper Canada. In the 
following spring Generai Harrison tendered his resignation as 
Bajor General of the army. It wasimmediately accepted, and 
the vacancy filled with the name of Major General Andrew 
Jackson. Yhave seen it stated, Mr. Speaker, in a late publica- 
tion of the friends of General Harrison, that this resignation 
was brought about by the War Department, from a spirit of 
malice andenvy. This is a libel upon the reputation of an 
able, but much abused public servant. The then Secretary of 
War entertained no ill will towards the commander of the 
Northwestern army. He probably considered him an ineffi- 
cient General, and was glad to supply his place with the name 
of him whose achievements as a warrior and civilian have 
filled the measure of his country’s glory. i 

Iam aware, sir, that my remarks militate against hundreds 
of certificates ihat have been produced to prove General Har- 
rison an able commander. These certificates are entitled to 
consideration But it isto be recollected that the great majori- 
ty of them were given by officers over whom the General had 
authority. ‘They are the evidence of witnesses under duress, 
and are to be received, at least with caution, before the high 
tribunal of the public. It is not common for generals of dis- 
tinction—the heroes of battle-fields—to go about the camp to 
obtain certificates of good conduct, ` At Austerlitz, and Jena, 
and Marengo, Napoleon needed no such endorsement of his 
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fame; nor did Nelson, at Copenhagen, at Aboukir, and at Tra- 
faigar, It was reserved for General Harrison to establish the 
precedent of ob'aining certificates from subaltern officers to 
prove himself a warrior and a hero . i 
Mr. Speaker, I Lave done with General Harrison. He is 
now the Whig candidate for the Presidency, and his triends ex- 
pect to succeed by inspiring in his behalf a military e thusi- 
asm throughout the country. They are deamed to disappoint- 
ment. They may raise the pæan shoutin glorification of their 
hero, but it will meet with no response from the hearts of the 


millions. 


REMARKS OF MR LEET, 
OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

In the House of Represeniatives, March 20, 1840.— 
The bill for the relief of Sylvester Phelps 
and the heirs of Charles Landon being under 
consideration in Committee of the Whole, 
(Mr. Daver inthe chair,) a motion was made by 
Mr. Perrikin to strike out the enacting clause. 
Mr. LEET said: He desired to make a remark 

or two in reply to his friend and honorable col- 

league, [Mr. Perrixin.] He would not incline to 
do so, did he not suppose his colleague labored 
under a misapprehen-ion in regard to the con- 
trolling and leading fagts upon which the claim 
of the persons named/in the bill was predicated. 

The report, it is trge, has been read at the 

Clerk's desk; but, singe that, and pendirg the re- 

marks of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gin- 

pines,] I have reag (sa:d Mr. L.) the report, and 
now have it before me. Mr. Chairman, I am 
tree to say, that Lam one of those who are desi- 
rous, and feel it a duty, to scrutinize all 
these private claims that come before Congress. 

It is right we should do sc: no man wall gainsay 

it. ButI am utterly unwilling that my solicitude 

to protect the Government should prevent me 
from doing ample and full justice to individual 
claimants, who demonstrate before us that their 

demands are fair. Ifthis claim tea just one, as Í 

believe it is, I hold we are bound, by every princi- 

ple that should govern men, or associations of 
men, to pay it. It is magnanimous, in a great 
and powerful nation, to see that ja tice is done to 
private claimants. Itis, however, cbjected against 
this bill, that the claim is a stale ene: the proper- 
ty, for the destruction of which, by the so'diery 
of the United States, as is alleged, indemnity 
is sought, having been destroyed as fur back 
as 1815. Is this a valid objecten? 
it prevail? Ought it to prevai? I unhesitatingly 
say, no. Why, sir, it is well known to mem- 
bers of Congress—it is known to every man 
in the country, that it is an excevdingly arduous 
and tedious process to get a bill granting relief to 
individuals through both Heuser of Congress. 

Many causes, which we cannot control, com ne 

always to make the tediousne:s of the progress of 

a private billin Congress heartsickening and dis- 

couraging to the persons to be berefited thereby, 

and their only consolation is, that tardy jusiice will 
sometime or othercome. If bills that ought to 
pass do not become laws fora series of years, as 
is the case, I believe, in many instances, it is not 
the fault of the claimants. Where a claim has 
been regulariy followed up from Congress to Con- 


_gress, | cannot agree that the mere lapse of time 


shall constitu e any reason against its ultimate 
liquidation. I donot conceive that the Govern- 
ment is bound by any law of limitations, either 
written or unwritten. The cniy proper in- 


quiry is, is the demand a just one? I know 
of one claim that has been tefire Congress 
upwards of thirty years. It seems to me to 


be just, and I frankly confess that it never 
occurred to me that the circums'ance of the great 
lapse of time since it ought to have been paid, con- 
stituted any sort of objection to the payment of it. 
But I shall say no more upon this poiat. What, 
Mr. Chairman, are the material facts in the pre- 
sent case? They are few, but strong and satisfac- 
tory. It seems that in 1815 the house of the per- 
sons named in the bill, was taken possession of by 
United States so'diers, in pursuance of an order of 
one of the United States officers, not only without 
the assent of the owners, but against their express 
wish; that during the occupancy of the house by 
the soldiers, an unusually large fire was made, aod 
continued for some time. The heat became so in- 
tense as to communicate to the wood, and the house 
was burnt down. The fire, it is true, was not dis- 
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covered for ten or twelve hours after the soldiers 
had leit. Now, sir, so far as this bill is concerned, 
the only and material question for our determination 
is, did this destraction of property occur from any 
wilfulnes. or neg! gence on the part of the owners, 
or was it the cons: quence of the doings of the United 
States soldiers? From the facts stated in the report 
of the committee, and I take them as correct, I 
think no gentleman will, upin due consideration, 
doubt as to how and by what means the burning 
happened. It was not mere accident; it was not a 
matter wilh which the owners appear to have had 
any connection whtaever; but was occasioned by 


the carelessness, to use the mildest phrase, of the | 


United States soldiers. Under these circumstances, 
lam of opinion the bill ought to pass, and shall 
accordingly cast my vote for it. 


REMARKS OF MR. PETRIKIN, 
OF PENNSYLVANIA, Es 

In the House of Representatives, March 6, 

In reply to Messrs. BARNARD an 


New York, and Mr. Pore of K „On the 
appeal tiken by Mr. Fittmore the deci- 
sicn ofthe Chair, declaring Mr. t of order 
in discussing a proposition growing out of the 


New Jersey contest. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said: 

Mr. Speaker: It may be thought a bold move 
in a plain, uneducated countryman like myself, to 
rse in Opposition to two learned lawyers and one 
Governor. ‘There is, indeed, a fearful odcs 
against me, if I am to judge from the reputation 
which they have acquired among their own pari- 
sans; bat, sir, silence would imply assent to their 
charges and opinions, and to leave them uncontra- 
dicted would be criminal. When duty dictates I 
am bound to obey; and sha'l therefore ask the in- 
duigence of the House while I atiempt to answer 
what has been said by those learned gentlemen. 
_ The first gentleman from New York [Mr. Fitt- 
mcre} who addressed the House, had worked him- 
self into a passion, and attempted to drive us from 
our position by a storm of ep,thets and hard words. 
He accused the majority of this House of tyranny, 
despotism, and oppression—scarecrows, which we 
have so often heard iterated and reiterated by that 
geatleman and the party with which he acts in this 
Hoase, that we have ceased to be fiigbtencd. The 
gentleman pafticularly complained that I had been 
frequently instrumental in making him take his 
seat, by calling him to order, and says “if he ex- 
pects to speak hereafter, he must ask my leave” 
l would have been much grat fied if rr. y calls to 
order had been successful in inducing him to cease 
Violating the rules of this House and all the laws 
made to govern pariiamentary bodies; but I regret 
that I am compelled to ssy that although my ef- 
for's have been backed by the decision of the 
Speaker, and that decision sustained by the ma- 
jority of the House, I have been, so far, unsuccess 
fol in my efforts. That gentleman rarely ad- 
dresses the House in ordér; and often perseveres 
1n his speech in defiance of the requests and com- 
mands of the Speaker and the dec sion of the 
House. Ye", in the face of all this, we hear him 
tise in his place and c mp'ain that he is gagerd, 
and deprived of his righis as a Representative and 
a citizen. I app-al to every candid man who now - 
hears me, and to the records of the proceedings cf 
this Huse, in verification of the truth of what I 


` assert. 


_ The gentleman in his ardor to assert his own 
Nighis, always forgets that he is violating the rights 
of «thers. Is not every violation of the rules of 
order a violation of the rights of other members? 
Is not the Cccupation of the time allotted by the 
rules of this House for the consideration of the pri- 
vate claims of persons from every quarter of this 
Union, a violation of their rghis? And yet the 
gentleman co:nplains that his rights are violated. 
Does the gentleman suppose he can justify him- 
self here, or before the country, in occupying 
yesterday and to day iti making speeches for mere 
party purposes? Will the gentleman ccolly and 
calmly ask himself whether he thinks he will be jas- 
tified in his course of conduct, when he most know 
Hat its effect is to prevent hondreds cf claims 
fom being acted Upon, about which there can be 


' to, alter his decision in this case. 
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no dispute, and for which the individuals claiming 
have been praying Congress, every session, for 
years, to settle? 

Mr. Speaker, the object I had in view, when I 
moved the question of order, was to preserve the 
time allotted for the censideration of private bills, 
many of which had been examined and reported 
by committees, as presenting claims, which were 
just beyond dispute. Not only has this been the 
case at this session, but many of them have been 
for years past presented to Congress, but negiected, 
because the time allotted for their consideration 
had been consumed in speech-making—in debate, 
which was worse than useless. We are now, Mr. 
Speaker, in the fourth month of this session, and 
not one hour has been devoted to the coasideration 
of private bills. We see upon ocr tables, day 
after day, reports and bills for the relief of indivi- 
dnals, many of whom are now suffering, and who 
have beea soliciting Congress for twenty years to 
pass upon the r just claims; but now, when, for the 
first time this se-sion, they are reached, we are pre- 
vented from acting on them by the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Fittmore] starting a question cf 
no interest to any one—I will not say “‘it is done for 
the vilest potitical purposes,” as Mr. Smita of Con- 


| necticut said of my political friends, bat I will say 


for no other purpose than to enable him to occu- 
py the time of the House in making a speech on 
the New Jersey contested election—a subject that 


| he and the partisan lawyers in this body who act 


with bim have each made one or two, and some 
of them three, speeches upon, going over the same 
story, without advancing one new idea, or eliciting 
or developing a single fact to elucidate or throw 
new light upon the subject in d’spute. The gen- 
tleman being himself snug, warm, and comfortably 
fixed, and weli fed with the good things of this 
world, forgets the hanger, cold, and other priva- 
tions, which many of those are now experiencing, 
whose just claims are before the House, and the 
action on which is being delayed, in consequence 
of his course. It is too often the case that we for- 
get, or do not think of, what we do not feel or se. 
If it wer2 otherwise, our actions would often be 
very different from what they are. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Fittmore] has been occupying the floor of 
this House at least one half of the session of yes- 
terday and to-day, and yet, in the very face of 
this fact, complains that he is gagged, and not per- 
mitted to speak. {should like to know from him, 
if he calls this being gageed, what would be the 
consequence if his gag was removed?’ I suppose 
he wouid occupy the whole time of the House, 
and then complain that it was not sufficiently long 
to satisfy his loquacious disposition. So much for 
the first lawyer, and his windy war of words, 

Now, sir, I will briefly notice the second lawyer, 
the gentleman trem New York, [Mr Barnarb,], 
on my left, who endeavors, by a lengthy stat ment 
of what he calls facts, to get around the laws made 
fer the g vernment of this House. Iam ne law- 
yer, but I have some little know!edge of how ex- 


ceptions are taken to op nions delivered by law’ 


judges, and must beg leave to object to the recep- 
tion of the gentleman’s st stement, although it took 
himself and two other learned lawyer. so long to 
cone-ct it. LT appeal to every lawyer in this 
House, if ever they saw a string of facts embodied 
ia a bill of exceptions to the opin’on of a judge, 
delivere{ ona simple point of law, particu'arly 
where the pre'ended facts only existed in the fer.le 
imaginations of the gentlemen who drew the bill. 
I must beg leave to protest 2gainst the lumbering: 
of the journals with such stoff, or permitting such 
innovations on the long ard established practice of 
this House. 

I shatl now give my attention to my third oppo- 
rent, the Governor, [Mr. Pope of Kentucky.) who 
attacks us by dealing out “soft saroder” to the Speaker, 
which might do if the gentleman was selling 
wooden clocks to an old woman, but certainly can. 
have lile effect with the Speaker, to induce him 
08 I am satisfied 
that the gentleman himself was only carried away. 
by his sympathy for, and zeal to help his party 
friend out of his difficulty, 
mouth, of which he has so bitterly complained, 


and get the aac out of his’ 
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I know the gent'eman from Kentucky will, when 
ħe reflects, see the impropriety of his political 
friends’ interfering with the time set apart for the 
relief of claimants, such as wounded and disabled 
soldiers and seaman, or the widows and orphans of 
those who have died or been killed in the service of 
their country. I know him to be a pe son of hu- 
mane and good feelings, and feel confident, when 
he coolly looks at this matter, that he will see that 
his friends are in the w:ong, and ihat the gentle- 
man from New York has no reason to complain of 
tyranny or oppression, but that those, the business 
of whom he prevents action upon, haye a right to 
complain of him. 

The gentleman from Kentucky also complaing 
that I stop persons on the floor from speaking as 
often and as long as they wish. Now, Mr. Speak- 
er, I would not be under the necessity of doing 30, 
if those gentlemen would confurm to the rales and 
orders of the House—if they would not be cbnox- 
ious to the charge of being-out or orter. 

The gentleman from Kentucky complains be- 
Cause a majority in this House have used the gag 
law to prevent useless talking, and stop idle de- 
bate; but he forgets to say any thing about the gag 
law which his political friend from Keatucky, in 
another part of this building, wished to inflict 
on the country to gag freemen, and prevent their 
thinking, speaking, and exercising their constitu- 
tional privileges. That gag law would, in the es- 
timation of him and his political friends, be right 
and proper, though it would bind the freemen of. 
the country hand and foot to the car, and f.rce: 
them to gratify the sordid ambition of their politi- 
cal leaders. 

O! yes; I have no doubt but those very persons 
who are now so vehemert in their re‘.onstrances 
and denunciations against gag laws, tyranny, and 
oppression, would te not only much gratified if the 
Kentucky gag law was passed, but as loud in 
praises of it as they now are in denouncing all re- 
strain's upon their lawless and disorderly course in 
this House. 

` The gentleman from Kentucky objects to the 
use of the previous question in this House, and 
particularly points me out as the mest frequent 
mover of it. How the fact last stated is, I du not 
know. The previous que-tion is essental 10 ge!= 
ting any business of the country done, and I con- 
sider it an imperative du'y (not at all ums a plea- 
sant and agreeable one) to move it whenever I 
think it can be second:d; and I would infcrm 
gentlemen that threats, denunciations, sneers, r di- 
cule, or epiihets, will not cause me to shrink from 
what I consider my daty. I shail in all caves act 
as I deem right, regardless of the opinions of 
others. 7 

I will not follow the gentleman to Tippecanoe, nor 
undertake to contradic: him as to the matier which 
appears to be uppermost in the mind of e.ery one 
of the party with which he acts, (if we ale to ju ‘ge 


‘by their intr ducing it into every de ba'e.) Iwean 


their attempts to palm G:n. Harrison on the p'o- 
ple for a wise and brave man. Itisn t neces ary 

for me, or any one else, to do so. History, end the 

facts en record, disprove ali they assert cn this sub- 

ject, ard the people are not so easily duped as they 

imagine, by their syst-m of puffing. 

Tam at a loss to know what the gentleman from 
Kentucky means by the term “slang whang.” If 
he means granting a request made cf me by bim- 
self, I. then undersand it. Ihave always found the 
gentleman kind and courteous in my c:mmunica- 
tions with hm, and I have always endeavored to` 
be equally s> m retwn, when I could do so without 
a violation of my du'y as a Representative. | 


. The gentleman from Kentucky begs the Speaker 
to reconsider his decision and reverse it. Tecan 
assure the gentleman it is too late for the Speaker 
to grant his request, however earnest!y made, if he 
were even d:spored todo so. The House has de- 
cided the question in part, and pat it bevond the 
reach of the Speaker. I hope this will not bea fresh 
source of accusation against the Speaker as being 
“an instrum<nt of tyranny and oppression,” an 
expression used, if fam not mistaken, by the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Fivtatore] in his re- 


. marks on this question. 


Į will now briefly notice the question before the 
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House, and th-a conclude. I made the objections 
to the discussion of the questioa of reccnsideration 
during the time allo:ted for private bills, with the 
view I before stated. I believed the decision 
of the Speaker was wrong or I would not have ap- 

aled. I never occupy the time of the House 
with frivolous questions, merely for the purpese of 
preventing the business of the country being done; 
nor will J, if in my power to prevent it, suffer oth- 
ers to co so. There is a difference between the 
question of order | brought before the House and 
that decided by the Speaker and sustained by the 
House some days since, on the appeal from the de- 
cision by a geatleman from New York. In that 
ca-e there was no special order; nor did it interfere 
with the business a'lotted for any pariicular day. 
In this cave the rules of the House particularly and 
specifically assign the Fri'ay and Saturday of each 
‘week, after the morning hoar, to the c: nsideration 
of private bil’s, and that, l allege, cannot be dis- 
pensed with or set aside except by a motien to ad- 
joarn, or by a vote of two-thirds of the members 
present. I also think the Speaker is wrong in en- 
lertaining the point of order made by the gentle- 
man from N. York, (Mr. F.] during the pendency 
of the question on my appeal before the House; 
and I consider a motion to lay a question of order 
oa the table is not in order at any time, but parti- 
calaily when the Chair has received two motions as 
puints of order and two appeals fromfhis decision. 1 
do conceive that that the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Firtmoay,] is tbe last man in the 
House that onght to complain of the Speaker, who 
has treated him with great indulgeace and coprte- 
sy, and only interrupted him afier repeated I's to 
order from every quarter. With these re arks I 
shall leave the subject to the decision of (he House. 


REMARKS OF MR. iy ANAN, 


OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

In Senate, Tuesday, March 3, 1 40 
of Mr. Davis of Massachusetts 
dependent Tieasary bill. 

Mr. Presipent: Í rise to perf, 
imperious duty, which I ow 
speech which I lately delivere {fin favor of the In- 
dependent Treasury bill has Been made the sub- 
ject of criticism and censure in another part of this 
Capitol; under what rule of order I confess I can- 
not comprehend. ln some portions of the country, 
at public meetings and in the public press, I have 
been derounced as the enemy of the laboring man, 
and have been charged with a desire to reduce his 
wages, and depress his condition to that of the de- 
graded serfs of European despotisms. Sentiments 
have been attributed to me, which I never uttered, 
and which my soul abhors. I repeat, what I de- 
clared in that speech, that if I could believe for a 
moment that the Independent Treasury bill would 
prove injarious to the laboring man, it should meet 
my unqualified opposition. 

lhad intended to embrace the first opportunity 
which presented of doing myself justice upon this 
subject. Business called me away, and I was ab- 
sent whilst the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Carr- 
TENDEN] addressed the Senate on the resolutions 
now befure it. I understocd that he had referred to 
the wages of labor, in no offensive terms to me, 
however; but in such a manner as to have pre- 
sented the opportunity which I so much desired.. 
When the S-natcr from New Yoik, (Mr. Tart- 
mance J] afterwards alluded to the same subject, 
the debate had assumed a personal character, and 
Į] was not the man to interfere against him in such 
g contest. He had said nothing which could ex- 
cite any disposition on my part to pursue such a 
course. 

Had I obtained the floor at any time during the last 
week, my explanation weuld have been short and 
simple. ‘The means, and the only means, by 
wh.ch it was alleged that I had sought to reduce 
the wages of labor to the standard of the hard mo- 
ney despotisms of Europe, was, by the introduction 
of an exclusive metallic currrency into this coun- 
try. Now, to such a radical change in our cur- 
rency, I have ever been opposed. Ihave avowed 
my opposition repeatedly upon this floor and else- 
where; and never more distinctly than in my late 
speech in faver of the Independent Treasury, My 
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metto has always been to reform, not to d stroy 


tbe bank-: and Í have endeavord to prove—with 
what succcss, | must leave the public to judge—that 
sucha radical reform in these institutions as would 
prevent violent expansions and contractions of the 
currency, and thus enable them always to redeem 
their notes in specie, would prove eminently bene- 
ficial to all classes of society, but more especially 
to the laboring man. 

On Saturday evening last a message was sent me 
by a friend, requesting me to examine the pub- 
lished speech of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Davis ] and suggesting that it contained an 
elroneous statement of the argumen's which I had 
used in favor of the Independent Treasury bill. 
I examined his speech in the National Intelligen- 
cer, having never read it before, and I confess it 
struck me with the utmost astcnishment. I found 
that, throughout, he bad attributed to me argu- 
ments in favor of the bill which I never used; nay 
more, that the objections to the bill, which I had 
endeavored to combat, had been imputed to me as 
the very arguments which I urged in its favor. 

I shall proceed to make some remarks upon his 
speech. In performing this duty, it is my sole 
purpose to justify myself, without feeling the 
slightest disposition to do him injury. 

In my remarks I urged the passaze of the Inde- 
pendent Treasury Bill, because it would separate 
the banks from the Government, and would ren- 
der the money of the people always secure, and 
always ready to promote their prosperity in peace 
and to defend them in war. Great as are the ad- 
vantages, direct and incidental, which the country 
will derive from the passage of this bill, 1} knew 
that it coald accomplish little or nothing, to- 
wards reforming our paper currency, or restraining 
the banks within safe limits. This opinion I have 
declared upon all occasions, and never more em- 
phatically than in my late speech. I stated that 
the edditional demand for gold and silver which it 
might create would not exceed five millions of dol- 
lars per annum, according to the President’s esti- 
timate; and that although this might compel the 
banks to keep more specie in their vaults in pro- 
portion to their circulation and deposites, yet that it 
would prove but a very inadequate restraint upon 
excessive banking. Nay, more; I plumed myself 
upon the fact that I had been the first to suggest 
the amendment requiring the holders of Trea«ury 
drafts to present them for payment to the deposita- 
ries with as little delay as possibie, for the express 
purpose of saving the banks from the injury which 
might be inflicted upon them by locking up a large 
surplus of revenue in gold and silver in the vaults 
of the deposi‘aries. And I endeavored to prove, 
not only by my own arguments, but by the autho- 
rity of one of the most distinguished financiers that 
this country has ever produced, that the banks 


. never could be injured by the adoption of the In- 


dependent Treasury bill, unless in the event ef a 
large surplus revenue, which would not probably 
soon occur. 1 also stated that it would thus be- 
come their interest, a8 it already was that of the 
rest of the community, to prevent the accumulation 
of such a surplus. In referring to the blessings 
which would ficw to the laboring man from 
the existence of a sound mixed currency, whose 
basis should be gold and silver, I expressly de- 
clared that the bill would exercise no great influ- 
ence in producing this desirabl? result. 

Again, in speaking of the eff. ct'which this mea- 
sure would produce in reducing ‘he amount of our 
imports—a consummation devoutly desired by all 
—what was my argument? That the bill woold, 
in some degree, especially after June, 1842, diminish 
our imports; because we should then have a sys- 
‘em of cash duties, which would operate as ar en- 
couragement to our domestic manufactures. 

One of the great objects of my speech was to an- 
swer the objections which had been urged a.ainst 
the Independent Treasury bill, by proving that. it 
would not injuriously influence the business of the 
country in the manner which had been predicted 
by its enemies; and especially that ic would pro- 
duce litt'e or no effect upon the sound and solvent 
banks of the country. I thought I had succeeded. 
It certainly never entered into my conception that 
any person on the face of the earth could so far 
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have mistaken my meaning as to attribute to me 
arguments in favor of the bill, as directly opposite 
to those which I urged as darkness is to light. 

You may judge, then, Mr. President, of my as- 
tonishment, when, in the very second paragraph of 
the speech of the Senator from Massachusetts, I 
read the following sentence: 

“The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. WALKER] with his usual 
acknowledged ability, and the distinguished Senator from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. BucHAaNan] following in his track, have advan- 
ced the propositions that the embarrassments and distress with 
which the country has been grievously afflicted for several 
years past, and which now paralyze all its energies, are impu- 
tableto the pernicious influence of bank paper, that this bill 
{the Independent Treasury bill] contains the necessary correc- 
tive, as it will check importations of foreign goods, sup- 
press what they call the c edit system, and by restoring a 
specie currency, reduce the wages of labor and the value of 
property. This is the charucier given io the measure by ils 
friends; and alarming as the doctrines are, I am gratified 
that they are frankly avowed.” 

Now, sir, I openly declare, in the face of the 
Senate and the world, not only that no such dec- 
trines were ever avowed by me, but that these re- 
marks of the Sena‘or are palpable, I will not say 
intentional, misrepresentations both of the letter 
and spirit of my speech. 

What ! sir, to. atlribute to me the remark, that 
this bi!l, by applying the necessary corrective to 
the pernicious inflvence of bank paper, “and by 
thus restoring a specie currency,” will produce the 
disastrous consequences which he has enumerated; 
when a considerable portion of my argument! was 
devoted to prove that the bill would produce no 
injurious effect whatever upon the sound and sol- 
vent banks of the countrv. Nay, more, that it 
would exert but a very trifling influence, indeed, 
if any, even in restraining within safe limits their 
loans and issues. Now, sir, it may be very inge- 
nious; but. it is certainly not vey fair to put into 
the mouth of a friend of the bill, as arguments ia 
its favor, the strongest objections which have been 
urged against it by its enemies. These would be 
so many admissions of its fatal consequences, and 
they would be he stronger when converted into 
arguments in its favor by one of its frierds. 
Against the whole current of my remarks—against 
my express and rei'erated declarations, both upon 
this and former occasions, that I was no friend to 
an exclusive hard money currency, but was in 
favor of well regulated State banks, how could the 
Senator be so tar mistaken as to sit down and de- 
liberately write that I had urged in favor of this 
bill, that it would restore a specie currency, and 
thereby reduce the wages of labor and the value 
of property? I leave it for him to an-wer the 
question according to his own sense of justice to- 
wards a brother Senator who had never done him 
harm. 

But the Senator does not stop here. Throughout 
his whole speech he impu-es to me the use of snch 
arguments in favor of the bill as I have stated, and 
dwells upon them at length—argumen!s which, if I 
had ever used, wouid prove conclusively that I was 
an enemy of the bill which I professed to advocate, 
and that scarcely even in disguise. This is the 
light. in which he presents me before the world. 
Towards the conclusion of his speech, he caps the 
climax. He says: 

“Eo follow out the case I have supposed: The income of 

every man, except the exporter, is to be reduced one-half in the 
value of wages and property, while all foreign merchandise will 
cost the same, which will obviously, in effect, double the price, 
as it will take twice the amount of labor, or twice the amount 
of the products of labor, to purchase it.” 
- «7 do not ascribe this power to the bill; but it is enough Sor 
me that its friends do. What response will the farmers. me: 
chanics. manufacturers, and laborers make to such a flagt 
tious proposition?” 

Andall this the Senator says in a professed rep'y 
tome. He thus charges me with having ascribed 
to the Independent Treasury bill the power of re- 
ducing the income of every man in the country 
“one ha'f, in the value of wages and property.” 
Had I contended in favor of any such power, well 
might the Senator have said it was “a flagitiovs 
proposition.” He would almost have been justi- 
fied in the use of a term so harsh and unpat- 
liamentary. 

Self-respect, as well as the respect which I owe 
to the Senate, restrains me from giving such a con- 
tradiction to this allegation as itdeserves, It would 
sarely not be deemed improper, however, in me, if 
I were to turn to the Senator, and apply the epithet 
which he himself bas applied to the proposition he 
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imputes to me, and were to declare that such 
an impatation was a “‘flagitious” misrepresentation 
of my remarks. 

So far from imagining that the Independent Trea- 
sury bill would restore to the country a metallic cur- 
rency, I believed that it would exercise but a slight 


jafluence in restraining the excesses of the banking | 


system. Other and much more efficient remedies 


must be adu;ted by the several States to restrain - 
these excesses and thus to prevent future suspen- | 
sions. In my remarks, I stated distinctly what | 
legislation would, I thought, be required to acccm- ~ 


pli:h this purpose. In the first place, I observed 
ihat the banks ought to be compel'ed to keep in 
their vaults a certain fair proportion of specie 
compared with their circulation and deposites ; or, 
in other words, a certain proportion of immediate 
specie means, to meet their immediate resporsibili- 
ties. 2d. That the foundation of a specie basis 
for our paper currency should be laid by prohibiting 
the circulation of bank notes, at the first, under the 
dero nination of ten, and afterwards under that 
of twenty dellais. 3d. Tnat the amount of bank 
dividends should be limited. 4th. And above all, 
that, upon the occurrence of another suspension, 
the doors of the banks should te closed at once, 
and their affairs p'actd n the hands of commission- 
ers. A certainty that such must be the inevilab‘e 
effect of another suspensi: n, would do more to pre- 
vent it than any other cause. To reform and not 
to destroy, was my avowed motto. I know that 
the existence of banks and the circulation of bank 
paper, are so identified with the habits of our peo- 
ple that they cannot be abol'shed, even if this were 
desirable. 


Sach a referm in the banking system as I have 
indicated, would benefit every class of society; but 
above all others, the man who makes bis living by 
the sweat of his brow. The object at whch I 
aimed by these reforms was not a pure metallic 
carrency, but a currency of a mixed character; the 
paper portion of it always convertible iato gold and 
silver, and subject to as little fluctuation in amount 
as the regular business of the country would ad- 
mit. Of all reforms, this is what the mechanic 
and the laboring man ought most to desire. It 
would produce steady prices and steady employ- 
ment, and, onder its influence, ths country would 
march steadily on in its career of prosperity with- 
out sufferirg from the ruinous expansions and can- 
tractions and explosions which we have endured 
during the last twenty years. What is most es- 
sential to the prosperity of the mechanic and la- 
boring man? Constant employment, steady and 
fair wages, with uniform prices for the necessaries 
and comforts of life wbich he must purchas?, and 
payment for his labor in a sound currency. 


Let us in these particulars compare the present 
condition of the laboring man under the banking 
system which now exists, with what it would be 
under such reforms as I have ind:cated. And 
first, in regard to constant emjloyment. What is 
the effec: of the present system of bank expansions 
and contractions, and revulsiuns, in this particular? 
Is it not absolutely certain, has not experience de- 
monstrated, that under such a system, constant em- 
ployment is rendered impos+ible? It is true that, 
daring the short period whilst the bubble is expand- 
ing and the banks are increasing their loans, and 
their i- sues, labor of every kind finds employment. 
Then buildiogs of all sorts are erected, manufacto- 
ries are established, and the carpenter and the ma- 
sən, and other mechanics, are in demand. Public 
works are prosecuted and afford employment to an 
immense number of laborers. Tne tradesman of. 
every deseription then finds customers, because the 
amount of paper in circulation produces a delusive 
appearance of prosperity and promotes a spirit of 
extravagance. But, s'r, under this system, the 
storm is sure to succeed the sunshine; the explosion 
is certain to follow the expansion; and when it 
comes-—and we are now suffering under it—what 

-is then the condition of the mechanic and the la- 
boring man? Buildings of every kind cease, manu- 


factories are closed; public works are suspended, - 


and the laboring cla: ses are thrown out of employ- 
ment altogether. It is enough to make one’s heart 
bleed to reflect upon their sufferings, particu- 


larly in our large cities, during the past win- 
ter. In many instances the question with them 
has not been what amount of wages they could 
earn, but whether they could procure any em- 
ployment which would save them and their fami- 
lies ftom starvation. If our State Legislatures, 
which alone possess the power, would but regulate 
our bloated credit system wisely, by restraining the 
banks within safe limits, our country would then 
be permitted to proceed with regular strides, and 
the laboring man would suffer none of these evils, 
because he would receive constant employment. 

In the second place, what is the effect of the pre- 
sent system upon the wages of labor, and upon the 
prices of the uecersaries and comforts of life? It 
cannot be denied that that country is the most pros- 
pereus where labor commands.the greatest reward; 
but this not for one year merely—not for that short 
period of time when our bloated credit system is 
most expanded—but for a succession of years; for 
alltime. Permanence in the rate of wages is in- 
dispensable to the prosperity cf the laboring man. 
He ought to be able to look forward with confi- 
dence to the future, to calculate upon being able 
to rear and educate his family by the sweat of his 
brow, and to make them respectab’e and usefal ci- 
tizens. In this respect, what is the condition of 
tie laboring man uader our present system? Whilst 
he suffers more under it than any other membrr of 
society, ke derives from it the fewest advantages. 
It is a principle of political economy confirmed by 
experience, that whilst the paper currency is ex- 
panding, the price of every thing else increases 
more rapidly than the wages of labor. They are: 
the last to rise with the expansion, and the first to 
all with the contraction of the currency. The price 
of a day’s or of a month’s labor of any kind—the 
price of ahat, of a pair of boots, of a pound of 
leather, of all articles of furniture, in short, of ma- 
nual and m-chanical labor generally, is fixed and 
known to the whole community, “Ihe purchaser 
complains when these fixed prices are enhanced, 
and the mechanic or laborer, in order to retain his 
castomers, cannot, and does not raise his price un- 
til he is compelled to do it by absolute necessity. 
His meat, his flour, his patatoes, clothing for him- 
self and his fami'y, mount up to an extravagant 
price long before hts compensation is increas- 
ed. It was formerly supposed that the pro- 
dactions of meat and flour were so vastin our 
extended and highly favored lani, that a 
monopoly of them would be impossible. The ex- 
perience of the last two or three years has proved 
the contrary. The banks, instead of giving credit 
in small! sums to honest men, who would have used 
the money wisely, in promoting their own welfare, 
and, as a necessary consequeace, that of the com- 
munity, have loaned it to monopolists, to enable 
them to raise the price cf the nece'saries of life to 
the consumer. Have we not a!l learned that a 
million of dollars has been advanced by them to 
an individual, for the purpose of erabling him to 
monopolize the sale cf all the beef consumed in 
our Eastern cities? Do we not all know that this 
effort proved succe<sful during the last year in raise 
ing the price of this necessary of life to twelve and 
sixteen cents, and even higher, per pound. Now, 
sir, althougo the wages of the laboring man were 
then nominally high, what was his condition? He 
could not afford to go into the market and purchase 
beef for his family. If his wages increased with 
the increasing expansion of our credit system, ag- 
gravated io its effects by the immense sales of 
Siate bonds in Europe, still the prices of all the ne- 
cessaries of life rose in a greater proportion, and 
he was Lot benefited. I might mention, also, the 
vast monopcly ef pork produced by a combination 
of individuals extending from Boston to Cincinnati, 
which, by means of bank facilities, succeeded in 
raising the price of that necessary of life to an 
enormous pitch. What then did the laborer gain, 
even at the time of the greatest expansion? No- 
thing—literally nothing. The laborers were a suf- 


- fering class, even in the midst of all this delusive 


prosperity. Instead of being able to lay: by any 
thing for the present day of adversity, which wasa 
necessary consequence of the sysiem, the laborer 
was eyen then scarcely able to maintain _ himself 
and his family. His condition has been terrib’e 


` gantexpansion, for a dollar and a quarter. 


during the past winter. In view of these facts, I 
said: 

“All other circumstances being equal, I agree with the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky that that country is most prosperous where 
labor commands the highest wages. Ido not, however, mean 
by the terms ‘highest wages,’ the greatest nominal amount. 
During the Revolutionary war, one day’s work commanded a 
hundred dollars of continental paper; but this would scarcely 
have porchased a breakfast. The more proper expression 
would be, to say that that country is most prosperous where la- 
bor commands the greatest reward; where one day’s labor wili 
procure, not the greatest nominal amount of a depreciated cur- 
rency, but most of the necessaries and comforts of life. If 
therefore, you should, in some degree, reduce the nominal price 
paid for labor, by reducing the amount of your bank issues 
within reasonab'e and safe limits, and establishing a metallic 
basis for your paper circulation, would thisinjure the laborer? 
Certainly nol; because the price of all the necessaries aid com- 
forts of lie are reduced in the same proportion, and he will be 
able to purchase more of them for one dollar in a sound state of 
the currency, than he could have done, in the days of extrava- 

é So far from injur: 
ing, it will greatly benefit the laboring man. It will insure ta 
him constant employment and regular prices, paid in a sound 
currency, which, of all things, he ought most to desire; and it 
will save him from being involved in roin by a recurrence of 
those periodical expansions and contractions of the currency, 
which have hitherto convulsed the country.” 


Now, sir, is not my meaning clearly expressed 
in this paragraph? I contended that it would not 
injure, but greatly benefit the laboring man, to 
prevent the violent and ruinous expansions and 
contractions to which cur currency was incident; 
and by judicious bank reform to place it on a set- 
ted basis. If this were done, what would be the 
consequence? That, if the laboring man could not 
receive as great a nominal amount for his labor, 
as he did “in the days of extravagant expansion,” 
which must always, under our present system, be 
of short duration, he would be indemnified, and far- 
more than indemnified, by the constant employ- 
ment, the regular wages, and the uniform and more 
moderate prices of the necessaries and com- 
forts of life, which a more stable currency 
would produce. Can this proposition be contro- 
verted. I think not. It is too plain forargument. 
Mark me, sir, I desire to produce this happy result, 
not by establishing a pure metallic currency; but 
“by reducing the amount of your bank issues 
within reasonable and safe limits, and es'ablishing 
a metallic basis fer your paper cisculation.” The 
idea plainly expressed is, thatit is better, much 
better, for the laboring man, as well as for every 
other class of society, except the speculator, that the 
busin’ ss of the country should be placed upon that 
fixed and permanent foundation which would be 
laid by establishing such a bank reform as would 
render it certain that bank notes shuuld be always 
convertible into gold and sitver. 

And yet this plain and simple exposition of my 
views has been seized upon by those who desire -to 
make political capital out of their perversion; and 
it has been represented far and wide, that it was 
my desire to reduce. wages down to the prices re- 
ceived by the miserable serfs and laborers of Eu- 
ropean despotisms. I shall most cheerfully leave 
the public to decide between me and my traducers. 
The Senator from Massachusetts, after having at- 
tribu'ed to me the intention ef reducing the wages 
of labor to the hard money s'andard, through the 
agency of the Independent Tieasurylbill,bas added, 
as an appendix to his speech, a statement made 


| by the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Mrrricx,] of 


the prices of labor in these hardj money despotisms; 
and it is thus left to be inferred that I am in favor 
of reducing the henest and independent laborer of 
this glorious and free country to the same degraded 
condition. The Sénator ought toknow that there 
is tco much intelligence among the laboring 
classes in this highly favured land to be led astray 
by such representations. 

3. Payment of wages in asonnd currency. Ur- 
der the present unrestricted banking system this is 
entirely out of the question. Nothing can ever 
produce this effect except the absolute prohibition 
of the issue and circulation of small notes. AS 
long as bank notes exist of denominations 50 low 
as to render it possible to make them the medium 
of payment for a day's or a week’s sent 
so lorg will the laboring man be compe foe 
to accept the very worst of these aa of 
his wages. Unless it may be at eb 
the highest expansion, when labor is in the very 

of doubtful credit will 
greatest demand, notes < : hati- 
always be forced upon him. This was emphat 
“ally the case after the explesion of the banks in 


246 
‘OoG6rH Cona----1st Sess. 


“procure nothing for his 


He could then 


37. 
a but the miserable shinplaster currency with 
which the country was inundated. This he would 
not lay by for a rainy day, because he did not 
know at what moment it might become altogeiher 
wo: h’ess on his hands. The effect of it was to 


destroy all habits of economy. Besides, as a class, 
laborers suffer more from counterfeit and broken 
bank notes than any other class ef society. In or- 
der to afford the laborer the necessary protection 
against these evils, he ought always to be paid, and 
would, from necessity, always be paid, in gold and 
silver, if the isue and circulation of small notes 
were entilely prohibited. 

Thus, it will be perceived, that without the im- 
position of wholes+me restrictions upon the banks, 
the laboring man can never expect to receive either 
constant employment, or steady and fair wages, paid 
in asound currency, orto pay uniform prices for the 
nece-sa ie<and comforts of life, which he is obliged 
to purchase. Under our present system every 
thing is in a state of constant fluctuation and 
change. 
Lab»r is in demand to-day, there is no emp oyment 
te-morrow. There is no stabilty, no uniformity, 
under cur present sysiem. Of all men, laborers are 
the most interested in such a wise regulation of the 
banking system, by the States, as would prevent 
the violent expansions and contractions in the cur- 
rency, and the consequent suspensions of specie 
payments under which we have been suffering. 

Why, sir, under our present system, we endure 
the evils bo h of an exclusive hard money currency 
aod a bloated parer system, without experiencing 
the benefi:s of either. The one 1s the inevitable 
oonsequenc: of the other. At the present moment 
we have reached a point of depression in the eur- 
rency which tre Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
Carnoux] considers as low, or lower, than the hard 
money standard. Here we are, withogt credit, 
because no man, for the prosrcuton of his ne- 
cessary business, can procure a loan from the banks. 
They are now in that state of exhaustion which is 
the inevitable consequence of their former highly 
excited action. The case which Senators sup- 
posed- migat exist, should we suddenly adopta 
hard money currency, exists already. It is now 
fact, and not fancy. The man who purchased a 
property bot cne year ago, in the days of the high- 
est expansion, for two thousand dollars, and paid 
half the purchase money upon it, could, at this mo- 
ment of depression, scarcely sell it for the remain. 
ing one thousand dollars. This is one of the great- 
est evils of our present ever changing system; but 
such things must recur and recur again forever, 
unless some efficient remedy shall be app'ied. 

But the Senator from Massachusetts has ap- 
pealed to the ballot box in the most solemn manner, 
as the means of freeing the country from the cala- 
mities which he says I have admitced would dow 
from the passage of the Independent Treasury bill. 
J unite with him most freely in this appeal. His 
fear of the result in his own State is probably the 
best excuse which he could make for the manner 
-in which he has treated my speech. : The mora:ng 
is not merely dawning upon old Massachusetts; bnt 
a beautfal and briliant Aurora is now shedding 
her light upon it, and giving promise of a bright 
and glorious day. We have at least an equal 
chance with the friends of the Senator, of carrying 
Massachusetts. 

Mr Wessrer. As good a chance as we have 
of carrying Pennsylvania? 

Mr. B. said: before I take my seat I shall an- 
swer this question; but at present I am speaking of 
-the Senator's State. I will not venture absolutely 
‘to predict success to the cause of the Administra- 
tion in Massachusetts at the next election, although 
my hopes are bigh. Year after year. the cause of 
correct principles has been gradually advancing in 
that ancient and renowned Commonwealth; and 
such a revolution in public opinion never goes 
backward. 

The Senator appeals to the polls, and expects 
that: the laboring men of the country will come to 
thé rescue. ~ In this I venture to predict he will be 
entirely mistaken. He will find it to bea Her- 

- éùlean task to persuade the laboring man that 
- the ‘party with which he is identified in friendly 
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Prices are high to-day, low to-morrow. - 


- period of three years, 


Davis. 


~ Independent Treasury—Mr. 
to him and to his interests. What have we here- 
tofore witnessed in the Senate? When the pre- 
emption bill was before this body, the Senator from 
Maryland [Mr. Mzarick] attempted to deprive the 
poor man who had fled from the oppressi: n of Eu- 
rope to seek a home in ihe far West from enjoying its 
benefits unless he were a naturalized c tizen. His 
proposed amendment was sustained by distingu ished 
‘Whig members in debate; but was voted down by 
the friends of the Administration. Again, sir, 
what party is it which, with some honorable and 
dis'inguished exceptions, has always opposed these 
pre-emption laws? Is not the poor man who goers 
into the wilderness, settles upon the public lands. 
erects himself a cabin, and expects to maintain and 
rear his family by the labor of his hands. entitled 
to our protec'ion? To permit him to pu chase his 
quarter section of land on which he has setiled, at 
the minimum price, in preference to all others, is 
but sheer justice to him, and experience his proved 
that it dimmishes the receipts of the Government 
but two or three cents per acre. Wh'ch is the 
party that has ever opposed: this equitable ard just 
princip'e; and, by the course which it has pursued, 
would affo-d the speculator an opportunity of en- 
richiag himself, by purchasing the house and the 
home of this poor settler over his bead, and thus 
depriving him of the finits of his honest labor? 
No, sir, no: the laboring men of the country know 
to well which party is their true friends to be per- 
suaded to enlist under the Whig banner by the 
Senator from Massachasetts. 

The right of suffrage is the most sacred political 
right which the citizens of a free Government can 
enjoy. Like the right of conscience, it ought ever 
to be regarded as a que-tion between the individual 
man and his Maker, with which no human power 
ought to interfere, unless by convincing the reason. 
This is the very foundation upon which our Re- 
publican institutions rest. All men are regarded 
as equal in the sight of the law; and they ought all, 
therefore, to be equally free when they approach 
the ballot box. I. ask, bas this principle been re- 
spected in regard to the laboring man in our ex- 
tensive manuf-ctorie-? Have they never been 
told that unless they voted according to the dicta- 
tion of theic employers, they should be immediately 
discharged? Have they nevereven been accompa- 
nied to the polls by their employer or his agent, to 
see that the tyrannical mandate should be carried 
into execution? The man who would act in such 
a manner, and thus abuse the little brief authority 
which his station has given him over his fellow 
men, is at heart a despot and a tyrant. These 
things I have never witnessed myself, but have of- 
ten heard. 

I now come to answer the question propounded 
to me by the Sena’or from Massachusetts [Mr, 
Wessrsr] in regard to the political prospects in 
Pennsylvania; and permit me- here to say, that a!- 
though I do not complain, I should not have been 
the first to introduce such topics upon this floor. 
Unlike some of my friends in the Opposition, I 
have made no predictions here which the result has 
not verified. I am, therefore, entiled to some litle 
character asa prophet, which, small as it may be, 
I should be sorrv to lose. Thesmoke which was 
raised by the late Whig National Convention has had 
time to vanish away; and we can now see objects 
in their true colors and just proportions. Ihave 
endeavored to view the party struggle in my own 
State in the light of truth, so as not to deceive my- 
self or others; and I have had the best opportunities 
of scquiring correct information. I now declare that 
I firmly believe the Keystone State will remain 
true to her ancient- political faith; and from pre- 
sent appearances, no future event can be more 
certain than that she will sustain the present Chief 
Magistrate and his principies, by a triumphant ma- 
jority. 

There is one circumstance which, in my opinion, 
renders the result absolutely certain. It was our 
misfortune to have been under Whig rale for a 
during the administration of 
In what manner did that admi- 


Governor Ritner. 


. the public works? No aboring man was permitted 
to remain in the employment of the State, unless 
- he would pledge himself to support the re-election 


nistration treat the laboring men employed upon | 
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ef Governor Ritner. He was deprived of the 
means of earning his bread by the sweat of his 
brow, unless he would abandon his rixht to feel 
and to think and to act, as a free and intependent 
cit zen of the Commonwealth Inmany instances, 
the supetin’end-nts on our railroad» and canals 
marched up to the polls at the head of numerous 
bands of the laborers, to enforce a compliance wih 
the pledges which had thus been extorted from 
them, and to see that they voted for Governor 
R:taer. The election came, and Governor Rii- 
ner was defeated at the polls by a hand- 
some majoriiy. Immediately afterwards, it 
was announced from high official authority that 
this election shotld be treated as if it had never 
taken p'ace. The attempt to carry this mandate 
into execuiion produced what has been most un- 
justly called the Harrisburg mob. A revolution 
was threatened, but the leaders fled from the fear- 
fu) responsibility which they had assumed, at the 
first moment of fancied danger; and what had be- 
gun in tragedy, thus ended in broad farce. 

Now, sir, I: hall not say one word to the preju- 
dice of General Harrison. It is his misfortune in 


| Pennsylvania to be itent'fied with the leaders of 


the party which I have just described. They are 
his chief and most prominent supporters, and were 
the most active an 1 influential in procuring his no- 
mination; and they are sufficiently heavy to drag 
down any candidate for the Presidency in Pennsy!- 
vania to whom they are politically bound. This 
very fact will lose General Harriscn thousands of 


independent Whig votes in Pennsylvania. I trust 


I have now sufficiently answered the inquiry of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. 


a 

REMARKSIOF MR. DAVIS, 
In Senate, March 6, \890—In reply to Mr. BUCHANAN. 

When Mr. Bucana hag ooncludëd his remarks, 

Mr. DAVIS rose and said K 
Mr. PRESIDENT: ‘Che trom Pennsylvania |Mr. 
Bucmaxan] is of opinion{that A have nut inet one o hia 
charges, and is pleased, inthq exgrcie or his courtesy, to say 
I have evaded them, and mage a false issue. Nothing can be 
More unjust—nothing more ue, as I view the mattei; and 
how far it becomes him to e such declarations, after de. 
clining to point out more disMnctly his causes of complaint, 
you and others must judge. Sir, I have no cause for evasion 
ora false issue; the plain matters of fact are enough for me, 
and will take care that the member does not escape from them 
by an issue varying much, as I think, from that made in the 
Ifhis epinions are scrutinized by the Ur Lauer ani 


outset. 
are found unpalatable, and the tide of public opinion rolla bac! 

upon him, he will not escape from his responsibility by turn- 
ing upon me, and raising a controversy here about the i fluence 


| ofthe sub-Treasury in introducing a hard money currency. 


Sir, I did not rise to retort the i: decorous language of the 
member. Harsh epithe n add nothing to the force of truth, 
nor can violent language strengthen a feeble or false argument. 
They contribute nothing tothe dignity of the Senator, are a 
violation of the rules of this body, and willbe estimated by the 

public, ag they are, unworthy ot this place. 
Why is this matter brought here at this late day? He does 
not question the identity of the speech I delivered here and the 
i This he cannot do; but complains, among 


' other things, of attacks made upon him in the public press. 


:ı the wortd.” 


This is the secret of the wh le matter. The coyntry condemns 


,, hisopinionson wages. The laborers are starved, at the thought 


of being brought down to “the standad of prices throughout 
nis is the topic on which the press speaks, ae far 
as l have met its language, and this the Senator has labored to 
explain by reading from his speeches; but he does not read the 
parts of his late speech to which I chiefly replied, and to 
which I have drawn his attention, but the public shail have an 
opportunity to readit, and judge for themselves whether it can 
have any interpretation but that given to it. 

But the Senator now, for the first time, as far as I have 
heard, asserts that he did not hear the whole of my speech. 
Not hearit, when it was mostly acomment upon his rea 
and he present and near me! ‘If he did not hear it all, why di 
he speak to me atthe close as if he had? Why did he use 
complimentary language, which I shall not repeat in this place? 

But, sir, what is the issue made now? It has dwindled 
down into this: The gravamen, aa he expressed it, is, that I 
have put into his mouth words that he never used in regard to 
the influence which the sub- Treasury may havean introducing 
a specie currency. I have made him also, he thinks, tao 
much of a hard money man. Ido not, in stating his objections, 
pretend to use his words, for that is out of my power. In 
treating of this subject, he has reviewed his opinions upon 
_ banks, excessive issues of paper, a mixed currency, the re- 
duction of the currency, and the effect on wages. Though he 
states the gravamen tobe what I have described, yet he has 
thought it necessary to dwell on ail these matters, and espe- 
cially to labor to prove that he is in favor of banks anda mixed 
currency, and that he is not for coming downto hard money 
alone, or for reducing wages tothe hard money standard. But, 
sir, he does not come tothe point to which L have called his 
attention. 1 asked him more than once to tell me what he- 
means in his speech, wherein, speaking of the failure in suc- 
cess of our manufacturesand the reme:'y forthat evil he says, 
among other language equally forcible: “Reduce our nominat 
to the real standard of prices throughou t the world, and you 
cover the country with blessings and benefits.” This, he 
contended, is what the interests of the manufacturers require. 
Yes, sir, to reduce thus the prices of production and wages. 
asked him what this etandard of prices throughout. the world 
was, and whether it was net hard money. Butte’ this fa 
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answer has been made. He does not meet the inguiry, but 
affirms he ia fora mixed currency, and not for reducing wages 
to the humble pay of the serfs of Europe; but what is the 
mraning o! this part of his speech? Has it none? or, if it has 
any, whatis it? He is for reducing “the paper bubble, in 
other words, bank paper, to this standard; ant this ia “to cover 
the country with blessings and benefits.” Sir, take this lan- 
guage in connection with what I read from the member’s 
gpeech this morning, and who can halt or doubt as to the 
meaning.. If the sense he not that “the paper bubble’? is to be 
reduced ull the price of wages, and every thing else, comes to 
be ar low as it isin hard money countries, then it has,in my 
judgment, no intelligible meaning. There is no qualifyin 

ur altering it; and yet lam charged with making him too muc 

of ahard money man. 
language he uses about banks—a tone of severe reproof and 
denunciation runs through his speech against our system, which 
he affirms to be the worst in the world; anil even now, in speak- 
ing of them, while he disclaims being a hard money man, he 
says they have hugged the manufacturersto death. Whatever 
else hiš printed speech contains, the parts which I read, when 
last up, cannot be perused without making the inference 


which I draw from it, andit will be so understood wherever it is | 


reat. . , 

“But, sir, the Senator, complains that I have put words into 
his mouth. What words have Iput into his mouth? Where 
are they, and whatare they? Is thisa fair representation? I 
have stated his opinions, his arguments, and his views of poli- 
cy, but, with the exception of one er two instances, about which 
Thave heard nocomplaint, I have not pretended to use his 
words. Thisis apparent on the face of my speech, and yet he 
repeats that I have.put words into his mouth. 


He thinks I have not only made him too much of a hard | 
money man, but have im; uted to him an opinion that the bill | 


will have a greater tenitency to restrain the issues of bank 
„ and to introduce hard money.then be contended for. 
He admits that it is to have some influence—how much does 
not appear. Have I not shown thathe is in favor of a reduc- 
tion of prices “to the standard of prices throughout the world?” 
Have 1 not shown that he contends for this as a wise policy 
that we may obtain exclusive possession of our markets, and 
ehter successfully with our manufactures and products the 
markets ofthe world, by selling as low as any country! Have 
I no: ahown that this standard of prices, as it is called, is identi- 
cal, in all itd effects, with the standard of prices in hard money 
countries? Have l not shown that this reduction in prices, both 
of wages and property, 1s proposed ta be accomplished by re- 
ducing the amount ofour currency till prices are brought to 
this standard? And have I not shown all this by the printed 
speech of the Senator, as put forth with his approbation? Is 
not the age and the conclusions irresistible? It will, it 
must, be so understood by all who read it. 
Atter alt this—afier a delay of six weeks without complaint 
tilt the doctrine was condemned by the public, and after bring- 


ingt 'e Senator to this point—atter showing that he 1s in favor of 


German prices, and that he calls Germany emphatically a hard 
money country, he complains that I made him too muchof a 
hard money man, and that I make him express the opinion that 
the eub-Treazury bill will bring things nearer to this result than 
the contended for, or believed it would. What if it 
should produce this result? What if it should go beyond 
his antcipations? What if there is a misapprehension 
by meof his views as to the extent of its influence—of what 
consequence is it? It will only carry out his views and policy 
morestrongly than he anticipated—and that policy, he sa 

would “cover the country with blesesings and benctita.’’ e 
cannot seriously regret this, if it should turn ou! to be so. It 13, 
sir, a small matter, and will be so regarded. For he will not 
deny that he is for a redaction of the currency, and that such a 
reduction, in his opinion, will reduce prices, and consequently 
the price of lador, for the reasonir.g of aiost of his speech goes 
to that point. Nor will he deny that, in his opinion, the bill 
tends to reduce the currency, and will thus carry out. these 
views ag far as its provisions can carry them. Itis, therefore, 
part and parcel ofthis policy, and has been and is so under- 
stood every where. It is too late to come with such a com- 
plaint, as the Senator might have corrected and fixed the 
limit of influence heascribed to the bill, if he had chosen- to do 
it, on the spot,or he might have done it at this time, in un- 
objectionab‘e terrus, ifthat washis only purpose. Am I, ander 


such circumstances, to be rebuked for inferring. that hie argu- . 


ments hadsome connertien with the bill? The bill was the 
topic of discussion: and it is singular, when the speech was 
chiefly spent- on banks, currency, and the reduction of prices, 
that we.should infer that the arguments were designed to have 
some pertinent application tothe subject? That they were 
designed to enforce and illustrate the policy to be introduced 
by the measure under consideration? If they were nat urged 
for this purpose, for what end were they brought forward. 

But, sir, my object in rising was announced in the outset 
to be limited to a reply to the doctrines and opinions of the 
Senator, and chiefly to. those which related to manufac:uring 
and labor. My attention was attracied by these, as my speech 
fully proves, and my object was to test their soundness, and 
not weigh or consider the exact influences ofthe bill in carry- 
ing out these doctrines and opinions. The power of the bill 
was asubordinate matter, and will te so considered by the 
public. It may answer to talk about herc, bat will be of 
intle avail. Attention is and will be directed tothe p nicy; 
to the reduction of wages.and property advocated by the Sena- 
tr. The public will be content, as fam, that he should 
limit the power of the biH where he pleases, while his argu- 
ments show its tendency is ‘towards the establishment of his 

> general policy. The doctrines and principles advanced will 

go out win iana they must be subjedted to scrutiny, as they 
ennor de shut out of view by a controvi abo 
degree of effect of the bill. The doctrines go je tpa probable 
standard of prices; and at that point they will hold the Senator 
But, in the opinion of the Senator, I make him a ha money 
man, contrary to my express admission that he is foe a mixed 
currency. Notso. He makes himeelfsuch, against his own 
declarations. He takes both grounds, and I give him credit for 
itin my apeech; and it is for him, and not for me, to harmonize 
tie opinions. 

The Senator has reiterated an isolated sentence of my. 


speech, and again infers that have repreeented him as argu. -- 


ing that wages and proparty will be reduced one-half. Ihave 
several times told him distinctly that such was not my mean. 
ing, nor was it the: fair congiryction of the whole text. I ar. 
guedeimply that he was in favor of reduction, without in- 
tending ta say how much, - `T aesured him that my purpose 


‘did no go beyond that. 


sec ema ae eed se, 


S.r, the Senator is unconscious what - 
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This was due to him, forhe gave 
a meaning to the language that was not designed to be con. 
veyed. With this he isnot centent, but persists in his own con- 
struction, re-asserting it in acrimonious language. While 
he dves this, he admits that if he had made such a proposition, 
it might have been justly characterized as tiagitious. Now, sir, 
Tleave you and all others to determine whether a reduction 
of wages and property to German prices, with labor at a 
few pence a day, isa descent of one-half; whether such a 
process reaches hard money, whether it will “cover the cvun- 
try with blessings ard benefits,” or be flagitious. 

Sir, the Senator isof opinion that I would hold him and his 
friends up as enemies ofthe laborers. This again is a great 
mistake. I have spoken of his opinions, his statements,and 
his views of policy—not of his motives or feelings. I have 
traced hia arguments out into their cunsequences, and leftthe 
matter there for approval or condemnation—buthave neither 
held the Senator, or his friends, up as enemies of any body. 

If I could be surprised at any thing, it wouldbe atthe tone 
assumed inthis controversy. The Senator talks of my hec- 
toring him, and ene would think he considered me the ag- 
gressor. Sir, letall who have heard and witnessed what has 
passed, bear testimony to the unfounded character of such a 
suggestion, and to the manner in which the Senator proceeded 
tocorrect what at most could be no more than a misappre- 
hension. The matter is unprovoked, and of the Senator’s 
ownseeking. Any misapprehension would have been cheer- 
fally set right, i’ it had been, pointed out in terms of courtesy. 
Butthe Senator choseto make this appeal in the way and 
manner in which it has been done, acco:r panied by language 
which is unparliamentary, ungentiemanly, and untrue; an 
let the tribynalto which he has appealed decide between us, 
and determine whether 1 have met. his complaints, and whe: 
ther there isthe least groundto sustain his charge of misre- 
presentation. 


IN SENATE, 


Torspay, February 25, 1840. H 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented certaiaf resofu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of New Ygrk, 
adverse to the Independent Treasury bill, œc. 


Mr. T. went at much length into an 
tion of the policv of the Administration, 
course cf the Executive in relation to tHe Sub- 
Treasury bill. When in was first broached in the 
Presitienv’s message, in 1837, it was the whole sub- 
ject of the me-sage, and in the success of this single 
measure was involved the success of all. the mea- 
sares of his Admiuistration. He brought forward 
no other propositi n, and it was soon made known 
that those who could not support this Sub-Treasury 
bill could not support his re-election. He (Mr. T:) 
was in a peculiar and trying situation. It was the 
first question of ‘moment with which he had differ- 
ed wits the President and the supporters of his 
Administration. The issue was made, and the 

ople of New York decided against the policy of 
the Administration. Th’s was not deemed con- 
clusive, and they had again, in 1838, and yet 
again, in 1839, pronounced their condemnation of 
it. They had thus passed three several times on 
the policy of the Executive, and, after all these 
decisions, his colleague, [Mr. Wricat,} who was 
the sole representative of that State on the floor of 
the Senate when the Independent Treasury bill was 
before them, had ‘voted for its passage. Had he 
(Mr. T ) been similarly situated, he would have 
felt it his duty to have regarded the expressions of 
public sentiment, and have acted differently. 'Fhat 
his colleague was the only reoresentative of his 
State for so long a pericd, was not his (Mr. T’sy 
fault. The political friends of his colleague had 
prevented an election at the lest session of the Le- 
gislature. Atthe present it was known that a ma- 
jority m both branches were opposed ta the Sub- 
Treasury bill, and of course it was known that 
they would s-nd a Senator here who would repre- 
sent their sentiments and those of the people of 
State on this: subject. He repret'ed that under 
these circumstances the bill should have been 
hurried through this body before the State of New 
York had an opportunity of being heard. He 
saw by tte newspapers how it had been hurried 
through on the fast evening, and when the Senator 
from Maryland, at a late hour in the afternoon, 
requested the Senate to adjourn, the usual courtesy 
on such occasions was denied him. He thought 
that such a refusal, under such cireumstances, Was 
unprecedented, in the annals of the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON said the Senator was mistaken; 
there had been similar refusals, and under much 
During: the ‘Bank 
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Mr. TALLMADGE. This. cccured=--befure 
his time, and was probably during the - ex- 
citing debates on the removal of the deposites; 
but he repeated, that under the circumstances, 
he regretted that the bill was. passed so pre- 
cipitately. His colleague was chairman of the 
committee who had the bill in charge, and had he 
requesied some delay on the Dill, it would bave 
been granted, and he would not have been thought 
chargeable with a seeming want ofcourtesy. His 
col.eague was aware of his election, and should 
he not have waited for h's arrival here, so that 
his Legislature and S'ate should have had 
an opportunity of beng heard on the biil? 
Thovgh th.se resolutions might not have been 
passed at that period, it was perfectly well known 
they ‘would pass, and this, it might have been 
expected, would have had some influence on his 
colleague’s course, and if he had not waited for 
his (Mr. T’s) arrival, he might at least have wait- 
ed for the expression of the sentiment of. the Le- 
gislature of his State, especially as his colleague 
professes to be of that school of peliticians who 
recoznise the right of instruction. ‘These resolu- 
tons explain the objections to the Sub-Tteasury: 
they oppose it because its effect will be to pro- 
duce two currencies in the country—one appre- 
ciated, and the other depreciated. The better 
currency of gold and silver coin will be for the 
offi:ers of the Government, and the bater, of de- 
preciated bank paper, wiil be for the people. 
Add to this the doctrines recently. put forth by 
tho:e in the confidence of the. Execu'ive—that it 
is the policy of this Administration to brng 
down the wages of labor. in this country to. a 
level with that received by the paupers of Eu< 
rope—and it will be seen there is jast cause 
of alarm to the friends of our fiee institutions. 


Mr. WRIGHT said he should not have felt 
called upon to participate in th’s debate at all, had 
not the remarks of his celleague, in relation te the 
passage of the Independent Treasury bill in this 
bedy, been made ‘personal in their application to 
himself; but as they had been so made, it was ne- 
cessary that hë should make a more minute sta‘e- 
ment of the facts, and of his own coarse, in rola- 
tion to the action of the Senate upon that measure, 
than he had done upon a former occasion, when 
called out from the same qaarter. wo. 


Preliminarily, however, he was bound to confess, 
though he did not pretend to be very well schooled 
in questions of courtesy, it did appear to his mind 
as somewhat singular that he should. be arraigned 
fer. want of courtesy as a Senator, by one who was 
not, at the time the. transaqtion. complained. of oc+ 
cutred, either present, ora member, of the body. 
The Senate,:as then constituted, was the tribunal 
to which he was properly, ashe was willingly, re- 
aponsitle for: the propriety or. impropriety of his 
conduct npon that and all other occasions, when 
he:acted. here. Those who were thea Senators, and 
were present, saw and. heard, aad could judge. 
Upon their judgments he. was, willing tọ rest the 
matter... To; them, and. te. them only, : was be 
amenable for his course: and he would now dell bis 
colleague, as he had told him upon a former acga- 
siot, that be would not diseuss,.on tbis floor, with 
him or any other. man, the propriety of. his acts 
within these walls, touching any mat‘er transac’ed 
here when the complainant wes nct a member of 
the Senate. This, he hoped, would end this matter 
between him and his colleague here. If the gea- 
teman chose to d:scuss this, or any cther topic, 
touchirg his course and conduct, elsewhere, he 
was at liberty to do so. The choice of the time, 


| place, and manner, were open to him. Elsewhere, 


h: might bave rights in the matter, and he presumed 
be wou!d know. how to exercise them wisely; ous 
here, he could have none. _ a ree 
- As, however, his couse upon the occasions al- 
luded to had been. chararterized: ae: “precipitate 
and wanting in courtesy,” it was due to himself, 
and to those who constiuted . the:Senate at that 
time, that he should detail somewhat minutely ths 
faets in relation-to the action-of the ‘body upon thé 
Independeat Treasury :bili, during the present ses 
sión, that his constituents and: the country might 
know. with how much propriety this charge had 
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been preferred. For this purpose he would ask the 
indulgence of the Senate for a few moments. . 

The Senate met and was organized on the 2d day 
of December last. Through the kindness of the 
honorable Senator who then occupied the Presi- 
dent’s chair, and the indulgence of the Senate, he 
had been honored with the same place upon the 
standing committees of the body which he had oc- 
cupied for several previous sessions, bestowed 
upon him, as the then presiding officer could testify, 
without solisitation from himself. This necessarily 
placed before the committee of which he was a 
member the reference of that pait of the annual 
message of the President which related to the 
finances of the country, and consequently which 
related to the Independent Treasury bill. Thus 
situated, if it had been his object to escape the in- 
fluence of the powerful talents of his colleague in 
opposition to the measure, the charge should have 
been that he was dilatory, and not “‘precipitate;” 
for it was not until the 6h day of January, more 
than a month after the meeting of the Senate, that 
the bill was reported from the committee. On the 
following day, the 7th of January, the Legislatare 
of his State was to assemble, and he could not fail 
to know that among their first acts would be the 
election of a Senator. k 

By the direction of the committee, it became his 
duty to report the bili; and by the same direction, 
he gave notice that its consideration would be 
moved on that day week. The day arrived, the 13th 
of January, and passed, and on the 14th the bill 
was called up. Some discussion was had in refe- 
rence to a postponement for two weeks to give time 
for absent Senators to arrive, and for vacancies to 
be filled, and reference was made to the vacancy 
existing from his own State. He informed the Se- 
nate that his action, thus far, had been under the 
order of the committee; that having discharged 
their order, he now cheerfully submitted the whole 
matter to the disposition of the Senate; that it 
would give him pleasure to havea colleague here 
before the bill should be finally acted upon, and 


that he should now be in the daily expectation of 
the news of an election and of the arrival of the per- 
son appointed to take his seat in the body; that he 


did not consider it proper for bim to urge any 


course upon the Senate; nor should he, any farther 


than to give his individual vote upon the question 


of pestponement. - This course on bis part called 
forth, at the time, expressions of approbation from 
a distmguished Senator of the Oppssition, (Mr. 
Cray of Kentucky,] not now in his seat. The bill 
was under the consideration of the Senate daily, 
from the 14th to the 17th of January, when the 
question upon its engrossmenmt was taken. This 


was Friday of the week, and after the question was 
declared, he, in violation of the wishes and feelings 
of a large pertion of his friends, moved that when 
the Senate adjourn, it adjoura to meet on Monday, 
instead of Saturday, thus deferring the question 
upon the final passage of the bill to the following 
week. The motion prevailed. He entertained not 
a single doubt then that he should have a colleague 
present by the Monday to. which the Senate stood 
adjoúrned. 

The Monday came, but not his colleague. The 
bill was again taken up, and the discussion upon 
its final passage was.continued from day to day, 
until Thursday, the 23d of Janvary, when the ques- 
tion was taken, and the bill passed. On that day 
an effort was made to adjourn the Senate to give 
further time for the Senator from Maryland [Mr. 
Menraicx] to discuss the bill; and when the ques- 
tion was taken upon the motion to adjourn, he 
purposely left ‘his seat, and did not vote. 

Now, as to his conduct- towards his colleague, 


who had ‘chosen to make himself the author of 


these charges of “precipitancy” and “want of 
courtesy.” On the evening of Saturday, the 25th 
of January, two days after the bill in question had 
finally passed the Senate, the mail from the North 
brought him a letter, dated at the Astor House, in 
the city of New York, on the 23d, the day on which 
the final question upon the bill was taken here, 
signed by his colleague, giving the information 
that he was detained in New York by ill health, 
(that being the first information of that character 


Which had reached My. W.) and requesting that the 
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final question upon this bill might be postponed to 
await hi¢&rrival, which would be on the Monday af- 
ter. But a few moments had elapsed, afier the letter 
reached his hands, when he was informed that the 
same train of cars which brought the letter, brought 
also his colleague to the city. 

Upon this state of facts, well known to the Sena- 
tor by a former explanation here, he rises in his 
place and again makes the charge of “‘precipitancy 
and want of courtesy.” To sucha charge, under 
such circumstances, and coming from such a 
quarter, he had no reply to make. 

His statement of facts had been made to justify 
himself to his constituents and the country; it bad 
been made to those who were Senators when the 
transactions took place, and could judge of the ac- 
curacy of his account of the matter. To his col- 
league he owed neither explanation, nor reply, to 
this repetition of such a charge. 

It would be seen that some time had been al- 
lowed, after the meeting of the New York Legis- 
lature, and before the final action of the Senate 
upon the bill in question, for the filling of that va- 
cancy, and the arrival of the elected Senator to 
take his place in the body. 

He would leave to bis colleague the duty of in- 
forming the Senate and the country at what time 
his election had taken place; at what time the no- 
t.ce of the fact had reached him; what time was cc- 
cupied by him in travelling from the place of his 
residence to the city of New York; what number of 
days ill health had confined him there; and all the 
other facts, which would account to their common 
constituents for his late arrival to take his seat in 
the Senate. He had not taken the pains to make 
inquiries into these facts, nor were they such as ıt 
became him to enlighten the Senate about. He did 
not doubt the ability of his colleague to give the in- 
formation, which seemed to be called for before he 
should become an accuser of others; but it was at 
his optian to give the information, cr to withhold 
it. Tohim (Mr. W.) neither course had any im- 
portance, nor had he any desire upon the subject. 
The facts were within the reach of those to whom 
they owed a common responsibility; and they would 
make up no judgment upon either side, without 
giving them their true weight and consideration. 

He had no disposition. to follow his colleague 
into the discussion of the Indepeadent Treasury bill 
upon this occasion. The subject was not new to 
either, and the views of both were fu:ly known to 
their common constituents. He has further thought 
it proper to discuss again mest of the subjects upon 
wh.ch we have differed since we became members 
together of this bedy. He (Mr. W.) would not 


follow him in this review. He had been, and con- | 


tinued to be, content with their first discussions, and 
would rest himse!f upon them. 

His colleague has said, with some apparent feel- 
ing and triumph, that he, Mr. W. had, upon those 
occasions, proposed to refer their differences to their 
constituents, and not make them the subjects of de- 
bate and irritation here. He had done so; and he 
certainly had not regretted the reference. It was 
one which his duty, not less thau his feelings, 
prompted him to make, and it was made tu those 
who would take cognizance of them without their 
consent. 

The Senator said their constituents had decided, 
thrice decided. Be itso. He had not questioned 
the assertion, nor was he to do so upon this occa- 
sion. _He had not claimed to stand with the ma- 
jority in his State, nor hat he manifested any dis- 
position, nor did he entertain any wish, to dispute 
the standing of his colleague in that particular. He 
felt no ambition to change places, or positions. He 
said now, as he had said before, leave our public 
acts to the determination of those common consti- 
tuents, and not undertake to settle them here. 

His colleague seemed to manifest peculiar anxi- 
ety to learn whether he would obey instructions 
from the Legislature of the State; a doctrine, he 
said, which originated in the school to which he, 
Mr. W. belonged. He was free to avow the doc- 
trine of instructions as belonging to his school, but 
the present remarks of his colleague were the first 
intimation he had received that he too did not be- 
long to that same school, upon this point at least. He 
was sorry to be compelled to infer that here again a 


2 


| made no such declaration. 
i New York seems to think that his State is the whole 
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difference was to grow up between them, as it 
seemed to threaten an entire separation in principle 
as well as practice. 

He was aware that this answer had not exactly 
reached the object of his colleague, and that he de- 
sired him to speak particularly of the resolutions of 
their Legislature now before the Senare. This it 
was not his purpose tə do at present, and the only 
relief he could give him now, was to inform him 


that when legislative instructions should call for it, 


he should he ready to act promptly and decisively. 

Mr. TAPPAN said that the Senate had been 
repeatedly charged with precipitation and want et 
courtesy in relation to the passage of the Indepen- 
dent Treasury bill. He would not have thought 
these charges worthy of notice if they had cnly 
been made by those who werc not members of this 
body when the bill passed; but as 'he sam? impres- 
sion had been atteinpted to be mae by others, he 
would briefly state the facts as they actually oc- 
curred. On the Thursday that the bill passed, 
after the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. HENDER- 
son] had spoken im opposition to the bill, and de- 
livered an elaborate argument in favor of a United 
States Bank, I observed, said Mr. T. “that the Se- 
nate seemed tired of the debate; that I had intenéed 
to speak on that subject, and had made some pre- 
paration for that purpose, but was not prepared 
then to address the Senate; and from the little at- 
tention paid to the labored argument of the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi, L should conclude that the 
Senate did not desire to hear any more speaking, 


_ but would prefer to take the question that evening. 


I said that it was my own opinion that we had 
spent time enough on the bill, and that we ought 
then to prcceed to a final vote upon it; but if the 
Senat- thought otherwise, and the debate was to be 
centinued, I would, on to-morrow, take occasion to 
submit my views; that at present I would give 
way to any gentleman who desired then to address 
the Senate.” The Senator from Maryland then 
took the ficor, and afier making a few remarks, 
moved an adjournment, which was not agreed to. 
He then proceeded to make a very strong speech 
against the bill, and when he had spoken long 
enough for a reasonable sized speech, he gave way, 
and the member from Indiana made a motion to 
adjourn. This was also negatived, and the Sena- 
tor from Maryland then proceeded until he had 
finished his remarks. A‘ter him, the Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Davis] addressed the Senate 
with much ingenuity in opposition to the bill, 
and when he had conciuded, no other gentleman 
seeming desirous to speak on the subject, the bill, 
was passed. 

As to the remark of the Senator from Maryland, 
[Mr. Mearick,] which was published several days 
since, and not disavowed by him, that he (Mr. T.] 


| declined to address the Senate at all on the sub- 


ject, he must say, without supposing it other than 
a mistake in the Senator, it was not true. He 
Put the Senator from 


Union, and that the Senate should lay by, and not 
presume to transact any important business, until 
the State of New York was fully represented here. 
Now, he was as willing as any Senator to admit 
the claim of that great State to be treated with alt 
proper respect. The Empire State is a great and 
populous one; but she is not the only State in the 
Unicn. There are other States besides New 
York. In the west you may also see great and pc- 
pulous States, nearly equal to her in population, 
and on this floor entit‘ed toas much weight and con- 
siderat on. If both the New York Senators were not 
here to participate in the transaction of the business 
of the nation with the Representatives of the 25 other 
independent States, it not the fault of this body, and 
he saw no reason why the business of this great 
Confederacy should be delayed on that account. 
But the Senator says “he has been in a peculiar 
and trying situation.” Has he indeed been in a 
“peculiar and trying situation 7” and, for that rea-, 
son, could not get heresconer? What brought him 

into that situation? What was its peculiarity ? 
What was its trying nature? He has not told 

us; on that we are left to conjecture. Bat the 

Senator’s course has not been hidden from pub'ic 

view—it has been open to the world, Did the Se- 
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nator suspect he couid go through a cemplete trans- 
formation, and be insensible to the change ? Why, 
sir, we are so constituted that we cannot choose 
but feel, and feel deeply, all great revolations in 
our circumstances. If a man, with an apparent 
zeal and honesiy, advocates any cause for a series 
of years, so as to make himself not only con- 
spicuous among the advocates, of that cause, 


but one of the mest honored, distinguished, and | 
trusted of those advocates; if in this way he — 
identifies himself with a great party, with the ma- . 


jority of his countrymen, and then, without any | 


reason, er for reasons common sense scouisas frivo- 
lous and unmeaning, he abandons (I will not say 


his priciples, for such men have no principles) | 


his party connections, all those he had professed 
to love and honor, joins his and their former 
enem:es, and is the loudest and most unprincipled 
calumaiator of his former associates, do you think 
he can do all this, without feeling that he has 
placed himself “ina peculiar and trying situation? 
No, sir, no; human nature is much the same in 
all; we are so cunstituted thst we cannot decend 
from a jife of honor and virtue to acts of base 
turpitude and wickedness, without feeling our- 
selves in “a peculiar -and trying s.tuation.” 
Do you think, sir, that Benedict Arnold 
did not find himself in “a peculiar and 
trying situation,’ when he resolved to te- 
uay his country, to abandon his high and ho- 
norable station, as the gallant soldier of liberty, and 
sink into utter infamy? ‘Undoub‘edly he did; and 


alihough he burned aad plundered the villages and | 


towns of his countrymen with savage ferocity, to 
ingratiate himself with his new friends, if you 
could have h ard the voice of his conscience, 1t 
would have told you that he found himself in “a 
peculiar and trying situation.” 

When, sir, a public man steers his course by the 
polar star of principle, he may be misunder-teod; 
he may be misrepresented; he may lose his popu- 
larity; but he does not lose his honor, his self-pos- 
session and dignity. If public favor is withdrawn 
from him, he retires to private life, and enjoys the 
calm and peace of a mind at ease, and conscious of 
rectitude; he is not reaching ont his “itching palm,” 
and whining about his “peculiar and trying situa- 
tion.” 

And if, indeed, the Senator has chosen to place 
himself in so very peculiar and trying a situation, 
it gives him no authority to misrepresent the mo- 
tives or actions ef those with whom he had been 
associated, althongh it may entitle him to the pity 
of a'l men of honor and integrity. 

_ Mr. MERRICK said that the Senator from Ohio; 
in the course of his remarks, had said that a par- 
ticular statement in his (Mr. M’s) published speech 
“was not true.” He wished to inquire of the 
Senator whether, by this remark, he intended to 
charge him with an intention to misrepresent facts. 

Mr. TAPPAN said that he was a plain spoken 
man, and would say, with Martin Luther, that “he 
generally called a spade a spade;” but he did not 
Say, OF supprse, that the Senator intentionally mis- 
Tepresented the facts: he only spoke of them as 
they were. 

Mr. MERRICK then gave a brief history of the 
events previous to the passage of the bill. Having 
Stated that it was half afer five o'clock when he 
moved the adjournment. 

Mr. TAPPAN said the Senator was mistaken in 
the hoor; it was about a quarter past three 
o’clock. 

Several Sena’ ors said that was about the time. 

Mr. TALLMADGE appealed to the Senate, 
whether he had not, in ali his intercourse with 
members, treated them with the courtesy which 
gentlemen owed to each other, and to the station 
they occupied. He was not in the habit of using 
harsh words there or elsewhere. He had no com- 
plaint to make of hi; colleague on this score. He 
would say that, as far as parliamentary and indi- 
vidual courtesy were concernee, no man carried it 


further than his. colleague. Jt was hs uniform 


manner, and he ch aliy As 
Bat, said Mr. T. eerfally awarded ‘this to him, 


my ¢ League has misapprehended 
ne if : understood Me as saying that he belonged 
tote nn which avowed the doctrine of instruc- 
ign, while I belonged tọ a different school. Ijsaid 


no such thing. But when we see Senators, who 
are professedly great admirers of the right of ia- 
struction, quibbiing for want of a technical word, 
our confidence in the dcctrine was a good deal 
Shaken. He did not say his colleague would do 
this, but there had been instances of it in the S:- 
nate. If I received instractions, I would at once 
carry out the wishes of my State, or give her an 
opportunity of filling my place with another who 
would represent her traly. 

He was sorry that the Senator from Ohio had 
though! it his daty to intermeddle in this fami y 
affair; and he would leave it to the Senate whether 
it was done with parliamentary or individual cour- 
tesy. The term traitor had been applied to him by 
pol:tica!l siang-whangers, but he did notexpect to 
hear it from one who had sufficient respectability 
of character to obtain a seat on this floor. Traitor 
to whai? ‘l'o princip'e? No: a traitor to party. And 
for a difference in poittical sentiment, am I to be 
branded as a traitu1? tobe c mpared to Arnold? 
The Senator ta'ks of what he knows nothing about, 
and reminds me of a certain Brit’sh lord’s puppy, 
who did not get bis eyes open until he was about to 
be drowned. But the Senator is the very personi- 
fication of Leco Focoism. He professes to be one 
of the Simon Pures of that schcol. He also pro- 
fesses another principle, which isa very natural 
owe for a Loco Foco. Ihave seen it stated in the 
newspapers, that when the news of the Southamp- 
ton insvrrection reached Ohio, the Senator ex- 
pressed his willingness to furnish powder and ball 
to the negroes. This feeling was only carrying 


; out the destructive doctrines of Loco Focoism. 
| He repressnts me as saying that New York 1s 
the whole Unicn, and that all legislation must step ! 


until she is fully represented. 
and prononnce it a misrepresentation—uninte: - 
tional no doubt. It is likely if that Senator had 
his way, one Senator would be thought sufficient 
for New York, provided he be always right. He 
would not follow the example of the Senator from 
Ohio, and invade her territory: there is one there 
already who is used to repel invaders, and he will 
take care of the gentleman. He calls me a traitor. 
If I am a traitor, then are the peop’e of New York, 
whose renresentative I am, a trator. Let him 
come within her borders and say this to her sons, 
and they will treat him with the scorn and con- 
tempt he deserves. 

Mr. HENDERSON rose to a point of order. 
He would inquire of the Cuar whether he consi- 
dered the course of remarks now indulged in as 
being wi hin the rules of order. 

The CHAIR stated that he had avoided any in- 


Isait nosuch thing, | 


terference, because he trusted to the Senate to pre- | 


serve iis own dignity and the order of the body. 
He relied on the sense of honor and decorum of 
the Senators to treat each other with that respect 
and courtesy which is alike due to each other as 
gentlemen and the station they cccupied. Since the 
Senator from Mississippi, however, had raised the 
point.of order, he would say that he considered the 
remarks of the Senator from New York as tran- 
scending the limits of parliamentary courtesy. He 
regretted to be compelled to say this, but it was a 
daty imposed upon him by the position he held as 
the presiding officer of the body, and when he knew 
his duty he could discharge it. 

Mr. TALLMADGE approved of the sentiments 
of the Chair, and would endeavor to observe his 
injunctions. All he had said was to repel the rude 
attack of the Senator from Ohio. Mr. T. then 
went into a history of his d-ffercnce with the Pre:i- 
dent on the Sub-Treasury bill. He said his course 
in relaticn to that bill was taken by the advice and 
sanc'ion of the highest political authority in his 
State; but since that time, these very men who 
urged him to the course, had denounced him as a 
deserier. 

Mr TAPPAN. The Senator from New York 
charges me with “interfering between him and his 
colleague;” with “ invading his Sia‘e,” with med- 
dling with new York politics. “The Senator rose in 
his place and uttered a long and rambling speech, 


in which he censured his colleague, and in no very 


meee terms charged the majority of this Senate 
with baving passed the Independent Treasury Bill 


-Precipitately, and with the dishonest purpose of 


preventing him from recording his vote against it. 
Was I to sit here, sir, a silent listener to his foul 
slanders of the majority of this body, with which I 
had acted? Are we bound to submit to a'] manner 
of contumely and reproach? No, sir, no; the Sena- 
tor sha] exercise no such privilege here without 
the rebuke he merits. I interfered not between 
him and his colleague; T invaded not his Siate; I 
meddied not with New York politics: but 1 in- 
formed the Senator that there were other Siates in 
this Union than New York, and other Senators 
here whose rights were to be regarded, besides him 
whom his fiie leader pronounced fresh from the 
people. 

But the Senator complains that I apply “odious 
epithets to him.” I have applied no epithet-: I 
have supposed what might have been the cause of 
his finding himseif in so “very peculiar and try- 
ing a situation” as he confessed he had been in for 
some tıme past, I did not say that his conduct 
and character wer: paralleled by the conduct and 
character of Benedict Arnold. It is the Se- 
nator’s own conscience which adopts this pa- 
rallel: it is he that makes the hypothetical case his 
own. The Senator says he is always courteous in 
debate. What are his ideas of courtesy? He has 
made several speeches here since he took his seat; 
and what were they? The most low and vu'gar 
abuse of all his old friends and associates, a tirade 
of newspaper s'ang and pot-house vituperation, 
with frequent and most complacent reference to 
“his speech’—a speech, when and where deli- 
vered, I neither keow nor wish to know; but I 
can tell the Senator this: I never heard of 
“this speech” before, and, if it is as vulgar and 
abusive as the speeches he delivers bere, he would 


| do well to let it pass into oblivion without awaken- 
; ing a reco'lection of it, which can de him no bo- 


nor. “Courteous in debate!” I submit to no 
such courtesy. In my life, sir, I ave never heard 
any man speak in public who was more abusive, 
more calumnious, more careless, in his assertions; 
he must become courteous himseif before he claims 
to be treated with courtesy by others. The Sena- 
tor calls himse!f a Democratic Whig, and says I 
am a Loco Focc. Iam indifferent what he calls 
me; my enemies cannot change my name; near 
fifty years I have belonged to a party devoted to 
the support of sound Democratic principles. We 
were called Demccrats by way of reproach. What 
was intended as a stigma, we adhered to us an hoe 
nor; we cher.sh the name; it designates principles. 
We do not change our name annually as 
the serpent changes his. skin. I am a Dimc- 
cral, simply and purely; not, thank God, a Demo- 
cratic Whig, nor a Whig Democrat. = 

Bat the Senator has referred to a stale slander 
that he has picked up m'some newspaper or other, 
I will not descend to answer a charge made on such 
authority. I would scarcely notice any charge on 


` the authority of the Senator himselt—much less the 


stories which he picks up out of Whig newspapers. 
No, sir; when a charge is brought against me, it 
must have an endorser, and a good and substantial 
endorser, and then I will answer it. : 

The Senator has asserted that the policy of the 
Administration tends to the establishment of “ one 
currency for the Government and another for the 
people.” One currency for the Government and 
another for the people! Who are the pecp'e? Are 
you, Mr. President, and is he not one of the people? 
Does the mere fact of his holding a seat in this bedv, 
raise a man above the level of the people? Sir, he 
may have a seat on this floor, and yet be in cha- 
racter and standing, among his fellow men, even 
below the average of the people of his own State, 
This has been an oft-repeated charge, that the 
Demcce:atic party have established one ceur- 
rency for the Government and another for 
the peeple: that, while we pay eurselves in 
gold and silver, the. great mass of the. community 
are compelled to use a deprecigted eurrency. He 
would admit that the fact exists. of two currencies: 
one the constitutional currency,the otber the car- 
rency of private companies; bet whose fault is it? 
Did the Government cr {hé-Democsalic party esta- 
blish the State.baaks? ‘The banks of all the States, 
except Obio, south of New Yerz, have refused to 


redeem their paper, ‘end they are now fighting 
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against resump'ion, and erdeavoring to supersede 
the constituticnal currency with their irredeemable 
trash. And we find the Senator from New York, 
(Mr. Tatimaner ] and the party of which 
the Senator has become a member, associated 


with these banks, and giving them their 
countenance and suppoit ia their effort to 
suppress the circulaticn of the legal cur- 


rency of the cvuntry. With a distegard of 
ali mih and decency, the Administra'ion 
are charged with causing this state of things. But 
I thank the Senator for his taunt, and I hope it 
will be remembered and profitd by. The banks 
even inthis District, where we have exclusive ju- 
risiictions refuse to 1edeem their notes, and he 
(Mr. Tappan) hoped, when the subject came 
up for consiteration, as it wou'd shorily, that Se- 
nators would, so far as their legislation is con- 
cerned, relieve themselves from the ed um cf being 
instramental in establishing ‘ one currency for the 
Governfnent and another for the people;” that they 
would sanction but one currency for the Govern- 
went and the people, and that a good and sub- 
stantialone. I have no more to say, sir; my object 
_ has been t> repel an unjust and unprovoked at- 
— tack; to let the Senator knoow that if he iodu'ges 
himself in such altacks on me ard my friends. he 
must expect to he answered plainty and promptly. 
- 1 go no further; for, from my soul, I pity the man, 
who, to court the favor of new. associates, finds 
it n-cessary to abuse and vilify his old ones. 
On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the resolutions 
were ordered to be printed, and laid on the table. 
meena d 


SPEECH OF MR. BYN 
OF NORTH CARDLINA. 
In the House of Representatives, concl 
25, 1840—On the resolutiog of My THOMPSON 
of South Carolina, on the subject of Abolition. 
Mr. BYNUM rose and said, henad much re- 
gretted the prozress of the bresfnt di-cussion, 
now going on before the House, nd exceedi:gly 
lamen ed the character it had! gssumed. It had 
been his object, at an early stag of the session, to 
have arrested it by a move which he had then made, 
but for which he had teen rebuked, and read a lec- 
ture from a quarter that he hat! least expected. He, 
however, felt no dispesition, at this ime, to recri- 
minate, and to wage war with those men who 
wore the profession of friendship to the South. Toe 
subject, to him, was of a magnitude tco immense 
to involve in it even a personal cons'deration, and 
hə should endeavor, if possible, to soar above all 
such. 
- So far, in his judgment, this discussion bad been 
conducted entirely to the injury of one secticn of 
this couatry, and with the greatest injustice to one 
ef the great parties in this House; for the complete 
and entire vindication of both of which, it would 
only be necessary to exhibit a plain statement of 
the facts and the history of the subjects involved, as 
they have transpired, both here, in this House, 
upon this floor, and elsewhere, within the last five 
or six years, which, at a proper time, it is my de- 
sign, at present, to do before I take my seat, if my 
health and strength should sustain me in the effort. 
Bat before he proceeded to that part of the subject, 
he begged the Houre to excuse him, while he no- 
ticed several remarks that had fallen from different 
eens who had preceded him on the opposite 
side. ia 
The first of whom, whose remarks he wculd no- 
tice, were those of the very honorable gentleman 
from Massachuretts, [Mr. Apams.] That gentle- 
man had taken bold grounds. Tne geatleman had 
said, in substance, that before the rights of the 
Abolitionists to petition upon the subject of slavery 
should be thwarted by this House, the whole pecple 
of the non-slaveholding States would rise en masse, 
to revenge an indignity so flagrant, and so viola- 
tive of their constitational rights. Now, sir, said 
Mr. B. before a right can he violated, it appeared 
to him that some evidence at least of its existence 
should be made to appear. If the venerable and 
honorable member means that the Abolitionists 
have any right to the slaves of the South, or inte- 
re.t in its existence there, then I would listen to his 
argament in demenstration of its violation by any 
action of this House. Sir, has he attempted, bas 
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he condescended to attempt, to show this? Then 
how has a right been violated, that never has ex- 
isted? The whole of such arguments are founded 
upon assumption, end assumption alone; and what 
is such an assumption but a usurpation, or an at- 
tempt to usurp an interest, or the right in an inte- 
rest, that never did exist, by purchase, acqui- 
escence, gift, or contract? Sir, the whole idea of 
violating a right that never existed, is both utopean 
and ridiculous. . 

But, say gentlemen, the right isderived from the 
constitut.enal compacts. The Constitution, they 
say, has granted the right, by declaring that “Con- 
gress shall make no law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to as- 
semble and petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances.” Now, sir, is this the right to which 
they aliude? If so, itis clearly no nght at all, by 
a fair constructicn of that instrament: an impar- 
tial interpretation wid not justify an inference so 
absu'd. 

The whole object of this clause was to remove 
the infl‘ction of some grievance, ei'her personal or 
political. That the grievances complained of by 
the petitioners are personal, no man has teen bold 
enough yet to contend; that they are in any way 


personally aff cted by the existence of s'avery, at | 


a distance of hundreds ani thousands of miles 
from fhem, it will hardly be contended. The 
gri>vance complained of, then, so far, is wholly 
imaginary, and totally unworthy of further consi- 
deration. So faras the police of slavery aftects 
them politically, it is equally imaginary and 1e- 
mote; from which it is evident that no grievance 
from it has existed amongst, and b en experienced 
from it by, the petitioners. The whole complaint 
of grievance, therefore, is merely ideal, and does 
not exist in fact. The framers of the Constitution 
were practical men, and their whole obje t was to 
form a practical Government, for the redress, not 
of ideal, imaginary grievances, bat substantial, ex- 
isting wrongs, directly affecting persons and com- 
munities. Such, sir, were the objects of those 
illustrious sages who were the architects of that 
glorious instrament, whose subversion is now 
sought, under the flimsy garb‘of the right to peti- 
tion, whetber for a redress of grievances or not, 
real or imaginary. 

To indulge for a moment. the idea that the pa- 
tricts who formed the Constitution contemplated a 
redress of grievances, so remote and imagipary as 
that complained of by the whole brood fanatic, is 
a slander, if not a libel, on their memories. 


The clause of the Constitution, then, to which 
repeated allusions have been made, refers exclu- 
sively to grievances, tangible, real, and substantial; 
and there cannot be a doubt of its framers having 
no other in contemplation at its formation. This, 
then, does not appear to me ever to have been one 
of those legit mate subjects of grievances. enter- 
tained by the founders of the Government. The 
right of petit on, then, sir, so far, may be well 
questioned, where there is neither interest nor gric- 
vance upon which to found the right to redress. It 
is manifest, therefore, that the right of petition is 
a relative one, and relates immediat. ly to a redress 
of a substantial and direct grievance, and to none 
others, as a ecn'rary supposition would involve a 
glaring absurdity and impracticabili'y, to carry out 
which, there can be no practical, sagacious s'ates- 
man that does noi now see that this whole country 
will be deluged with the blood of its own citizens. 
Sach a right, if it were possible for it to exist, is 
too obscure and remote to be yielded, without con- 
vulsing to the very centre of the entire Republic. No 
man will yield it; and all are ready now to resist 
it, at the hazard of all that can make life desirable: 
and he that cou'd desire its discussion, under pre- 
sent circumstances, here, must be blind, and of the 
most obtuse intel'ect—one who cannot have cne 
single honest feeling for the tranquillity, peace, and 
prosperity of our common country. 

If ever the sacred compromise of the Constitu- 
tion is rescinded, this will be the very ques’ion that 
will blow its sacred fragmen’s into a thousand 
atoms. Yes, sir, it is to be th: fatal rock upon 
which this mighty vessel of State, in which we 
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have so triumphantly sailed for the better partof a 
century, will be wrecked and shivered into atoms: 
and any statesman, after reviewing what has trans- 
pired here within a few days past, is too blind to 
deserve a seat here, if he has not been able to per- 
ceive it. 

The whole object of the petitioners is without li- 
cense from the Constitution, and in opposition to 
the understanding of every member of the con- 
vention that framed that instrumeat. This has not, 
nor cannol, be denied even by the learne.! gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams ] But (says 
that honorable gentleman) his efforts are made in 
deience of a form—a mere etiquette, I suppose— 
which by him is placed far beyond the duties that 
we owe to preserve the Constitution and the 
Union. Sir, the idea is preposterous, and can 
receive tolerance only from bookmen, unprac- 
tied in the art of life, and who alone are fami- 
liar with the impracticable theories of the closet: 
and here let me say to gentlemen, the prayer of 
the petitioners is not only more unconstitutional 
than their grant would be inexpedient and impiac- 
licable Then why, again { would ask, this agi'a- 
tioa-—inis continued etort to disturb the peace and 
harmony of the country? The gentleman fom 
Massachuset's [Mr. Apams] says, that the South 
have caused it—that they keep up the agitation. 
How mon-trous! the Sou'h the cause of it! Who 
have regularly introduced the subject for the last 
six years by folios ot petitions—the South? No, 
sir: the idea is ridiculors, no matier from what 
quareritcomes. The Scuth have only begeed to 
be let alone. Let her institutions alone, and this 
is all she asks; and this she never mentions, untl 
you attempt here, on tbis floor, to invade her rights 
of propeitv, and the safety and sezurity ot her 
persons. This is the agitation that the South is 
guilty of here, through her Representatives except 
a few, who play in the hands of the. Abolitionisis 
for political effect, rezardless of their sacred alle- 
giance to the South, and i's vital interests. 

Mr. Speaker, said Mr. B. I have been amused 
for the few days past at the declarations of gentle- 
men who have embarked here in the cause of the 
Abolitionists, while Ihave felt hamilia‘ed, at times, 
as a Southern man; and I doubt whether to at- 
iribute such declarations to arrogance, or to their 
wantof a better knowledge of Southern men, #nd 
of Southern character. Gentlemen say, just let 
them take this ma'ter in their hands, and they will 
manage it so as to quiet the Abolitionists, and’ to 
secure the peace of the coun'ry; we to the South 
do not understand this sabject as well as them- 
selves. Sir, this we have been told by the honora- 
ble members successively from Massachusetts, two 
from New York, and one from Pennsylvania, 
[Messrs. ADAMS, Bippiz, Granger, and Hounr.]} 
Most modest and high minded gentlemen! Sir, 
this is adding insult tu injury. What! yield to you 
the right and privilege of set ling for us and eur 
constituents this momentous question. Heavens! 
whata request. Have you not, in this, impeached 
either our integrity or competenc:? Surely, gentle- 
men, you are dreaming. You sattle this question 
for the South? Never! never! I ceny your iate- 
rest in il, and repel the implication of ignorance on 
the subject Sir, I throw ıt back, not in retort, but 
asa fact which may be c'early demons‘rated by 
your own declarations here, displaying a most en- 
tire want of knowledge: yes, practical knowledge 
not only of the subject before us, but an entire 
want of knowledge of the characters with whom 
you have to deal cn the subj-ct. 

You settle this question tor us, without one par- 
ticle of interest in it, and wi hout the most ordina- 
ry praciical knowledge of it; and we, who have 
every tiing near and dear to man at stake, to set 
by, as mere idle spectators of the scene? Surely, 
I say, Mr. Speaker, gentlemen have forgotten the 
theme on which they are disposed te speak. No, 
sir; this is a Southern question, exclusively £0, 
and must be, and will be, settled by Southern men, 
uctil they bocome traitors to their country an 
themselves. Bat, says the honorable member 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams.] they dread 
discussion coolly on this subject, and tells us that 
he is prepared to discuss the subject coolly and 
without agitation, Indeed, sir, what has the honc- 
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rable member at stake that should excite and agi- 
tate him on this subjeci? Is his house in danger 
of the incendiary’s torch? Are his fireside and 
household deities in peril of midnizht insurrection? 
Are his wife aud children hourly at the mercy of the 
black assassins, who are instigated by these discus- 
sions to acts of murter? Has he so early forgotten 
the bloody scenes of Southampton, that have so re- 
cently passed in a neighboring State? Can he suppose, 
and will it be asked of them, that those who are 
daily subject to the reacting of such a scene on 
them, shall, like him, Icok cold'y on these bloody con- 
sequences? Has the gentlemen, and others, given 
a moment's reflection en the incomparable differ- 
ence in the condition of the parties whom he invites 
to this discussion? Have gentlemen eondescended 


to compare the d.fference, in interest and feelings, | 


which must of necessity exist between the two par- 


ties on this subjec? Have they, will they, compare - 


the enormous arrogance, and the tresspasses about 
being made by one party, with the humble attitude 
of defence assumed and resolved en by the cther? 
Sir, on the one side every thing exists that can 
arouse, and excite, ard inflame, a man of sensibility, 
or of bonor; while, on the other side, there is no- 
thing but religious superstition, ignorance, or wan- 
tonness, or a thirst for mischief, that should excite, 
agitate, or inflame any man, except the deep 
detesiation of the attempts of a fanaticism, that is 
fraught with such incalcalable disasters to the hu- 
man race? Well may gentlemen on the other 
side, therefore, affect a serenity of temperament on 
this subject, unknown to those who are so much 
more deeply interested in the discussion than them- 
selves. ; 

But the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Apams] contends that all this agitauon and strug- 
gle is carr ed on merely fer the right of petition. 
Can gentlemen be candid who make such asser- 
tions? For the right of petition! Why, sir, 
who denies that? Js there a solitary one 
in this House, either Wh:g or Democrat? No, 
sir! no sir! not one of either party, where 
the prayer could be granted and carried out in con- 
formity with the letter, spirit, and requisitions of 
the Constitution. The entire rights that we exer- 
cise here as Representatives, are constitutional, and 
none o'hers. Can we then justifiably entertain a 
proposition directly subversive of those rights, and 
remain faithful to the Constitution ? I defy you to 
take the first step in the execution of the objects of 
your p:titions, without blowing into atoms every 
fragment of that glorious instrament, under the au- 
thority of which we have alone convened here. 

What, then, is it bat treason to every article of 
that sacred compact, that you do in entertaining 
this subject, which, the most stupid is now ready to 
admit, must annihilate its very existence? Hence 
the inconsistency in the positions taken by the gen- 
tlemen on the opposite side, to me is wholly irre- 
conci'eable with every principle of reason, and 
equally so with any fair constraction of your 
Constiution. 

But, sir, I will not argue the right of petition 
further, as I will show before taking my seat, 
that itis used here, as well as elsewhere, as a 
mere catch and humbug, to amuse and delude the ig- 
norant into toils of revolution and blood. No man 
believes here, nor any intelligent one abroad, that 
the right of petition is, or ever has been, in danger 
by the action of this House; and itis used only asa 
mere platform upon which theA bolitionists and their 
Political friends wish to stand to hurl their firebrands 
‘of revolution and desolation at the sacred temple 
of your Constitution. It isa deception that they 
‘are attempting to play off upon the ignorant ard 
credulous, to conceal the absurdity of their attempts 
aad the enormity of their projecis. No, sir. thei 

- object never has been to vindi Pi at 
indicate the right of pe- 


tition. They do not say so in scarcely any of meir | 


reports or resolutions adopted by their different 
meetings; and it is used here to sustain them for 
`- Want of any oiher plausible argument, and as the 
only one that gentlemen can excuse themselves by 
for appearing here as their apolegists. The whole 
altempt, therefore, I look upon as not less farcical 
than hypocritical, which has b2en clezrly evineed to 
my mind, by the remarks of nearly every member 
shat has addressed the House in favor of the peti- 


tions, Not a speech have ihey made, scarcely, after 
telling us that the r object was merely to defend the 
right of petition, before they have launched out on 
the evils of slavery—'he inexpedier.cy of i's exist- 
ence, and the necessity of its ¢nurre abolition; with 
the vilest denunciations against our institutions, 
where it istolerated,in which their whole feelings 
upon the subject have been satisfactorily ,to my mind 
at least, developed; and I had only regretted that 
gentlemen had not the boldness tə come out and 
declare their true positions upon the subject open- 
ly and freely. . 

The gen:leman from Massachusetts [Mr. A pams) 
says that we shouid not only receive these pe itions, 
bot that they should be read, referred, reported 
upon, and discussed. Yes, a'l this to be dene to 
observe a form, when it is admitied by all that it 
is impo-sihle now to grant the prayers of the peti- 
tioners. Why such a sacrifice of substance to 
mere form? If our minds are perfec ly mace up 
on this subject, as all are ready to acknowled:e; 
why, for the sake of this mere form, keep up this 
‘agitation, at the sacrifie of ihat substance, that 


_can alone hold together an hour, the now frrest 


Government on earth? Can such a course be 
sanctioned by any enlightened man living? 
But, say these gentlemen, our people (meaning 
Abslitionisis) only wish to discuss this question 
with you. ‘Where the reason for consuming time in 
discussing, when the minds of one party are 
irrevocably made up, of which, again and again, 
the other party has been told. This, too, how- 
ever, is not what they say in their various resolu 
lions, essays, and reports. They speak in them a 
very different language; they declare in tones of 
thun ‘er, their cbject 10 be Abolition, and univer- 
sal emancipation; when their instruments here 
declare, that they only contend for the right of 
petition, and desire discussion, showing a total 
variance in the declarations of their advocates 
here, and those set forth by themselves. There is 
mystery in this, not to be overlooked by those 
most iateres ted in this subject, and isenough to create 
a suspicion, that there is something foul io the e 
professions, in the breast of tne mest unsuspect:ng 
among us. Is there no strztagem in all this; first, 
to get this subject legitimately on this floor aed the 
right of discussing it here acquiesced in; and, by 
discussing and deta‘ing it, the right of adjadicat- 
ing it acknowledged by this House? Is it by this 
stealthy process, that the Abi l:tion sts seek toins:nu- 
ate their deadly poison within the walls of yoar 
Capiicl? Is it by such means that they are to gain 
entrance, and get their right to abolish slavery 
acknowledged on the floors of Congres? Sir, I 
implore Southern gertlemen to mark the insiduous 
progress of this bloody cloud that is now rising, 
and threatens to pour out its uphallowed contents 
upon ovr devoted country. 

We were told a few days ago by the honorable 
member from New York, [Mr. Granaer,] and it 
was reiterated in substance by the gent'eman from 
Massachusetts, that the North had rights, and 
dare maintain them. What, sir, was the mean- 
ing of this? What rights of the North have 
been threatened or invaded by the South? None, 
sir; none. The South knows too well its own 
rights and their value, to invade those of others. 
This, sir, was a most unfortunate declaration, 
coming from the source it does, and will have 
the effect to open the eyes of every Southern 
man in the nation. What rights have that 
genitleman’s constituents to the South that they 
know or dare maintain? Is this the insinuation, 


at last leaked out, that he and his constituents 


have aright to the siave property in the South? 
Is this his meaning? Then I can only say in 
the language of a greater man, “Come and take 
them,” and we will endeavor to give you a hearty 
welcome. Sir, the South wishes to meddle with 
ne right of the North—she desires nothing but 
friendship and brotherly love, the preservation of 
our Union, and the continuance of a liberal inter- 
course between us; but if the contest is to come, 
that has been intimated by the honorable member, 
let me say to him, as brave, as gallant as may 
be his constituents, he will find spirits to the 
South as brave and as gallant a? they dare be, 
and with a cause in defence of their homes and 
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firesides so just, that infants would rise from 
their cradles to do battle to repel a plundering 
fue. If these projects are persisted in, “to this 
complexion it must come at last”—and the honest 
hea: ted people of each section of country cannot 
know it too soon, who liitt'e dream at this time 
that a dire project is en foot, by which they are 
to imbue their hands in their brothers’ blocd. 
Yes, sir, the actors in this scene would keep dark, 
until, by exciting one portion of your countrymen 
against the other, they gradually and impercepti- 
bly prepare the minds of the most innocent and 
unsuspecting pecple of each section of country 
for the execution of their ruthless and diabolical 
purposes. T 

I wil not reply to the remarks about the abuse 
that is poured epon us by the English periodi- 
cals and penny pests that has been alluded to by 
the honorable memter last up, from New York, 
(Mr. Hunt.) Their abuses against our institu- 
tions, that recognise slavery, cannot be greater 
than it has ever ben against the very form of 
our free Governmen', and our free Republican 
institutiens; nor less than it is against our religion 
and morals. From the subjecis and vassals of 
kings and despots, Americans should never look 
for compliments. Sir, they owe us no good will, 
and it is the height of folly, I have ever learned, 
to receive counsel from an enemy. 

But if one thing can be more laughable than 
another, it is in the dec'ara‘ion of the gentleman 
(Mr. Hont] who addres ed the Fouse on. this sub- 
ject last. I had long listened at the remarks of 
that honorable member, as I had te all that had 
preceded him on that side of the question, in en- 
deavoring to explain, if possible, what their real 
object was, and what they really desired to effect, 
by the course that they wished this body to parsue 
in relation to tnese petitions: who has, finally, 
aftr laboring nearly three hours, concladed by 
telling us that they, and the who!e subjec!, cought to 
be given in charge “of him” of Massacausetts [Mr. 
Apams]} to make sucha report as he thought fit 
and proper on this subject. Yes, this is the: novel 
idea, the modest request, that has just been made by 
an honorah'e meniber on the opposite side. Is it 
possib'e that any sane man can believe that the 
Sonth couid be thus cajoled into submission to 
such an act? Why not say place them in the 
hands of “him” from Vermont (Mr. Stapp] at 
once, and effect an entire surrender of every thing 
that is dear to a Southern man into the hands of 
those that they have !ong been tauzht to believe 
were their deadliest enemies on earih? . Sir, I feel 
humble d.that it did not meet with the deep detestar 
ticn of every Southern man on its utterance. What 
man, who would assent to such a proposition here, 
would dare return to the South and meet the frowns 
of his insulted and betrayed constituents? Do gen- 
tlemen believe that a report from sucha source, 
however. satisfactory to Aboli'ion sts, would be re- 
ceived as satisfactory to the South and the West? 
What! a report from a man, although he may be 
as pure as the icicles that are now hanging down 
from the domes of this magnificent edifice, or. with 
a heart as spotless as the b.eaching snow that now 
covers the purlieus of your Capitol, could produce 
nothing, at this time, after what has recently trans- 
pired here, thal could be received without exciting 
lhe greatest distrust m the mind of every maa 
south of the Potomac! A report from one who we 
have been taught,from earliest infancy, was the great 
natural enemy cf every thing that is Southern, to 
be received by them as satisfactory, is a thing that 
proves conclusively, to me, that the gentlemen are 
entirely uninformed upon the subject on which they 
have spoken, and know but little, indeed, of the 
true characters of those whom they have presumed 
to instruct upon this great question of national 
policy. ne 

The honorable member from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Bippix,] too, bas come ferward with grek! plausi- 
bility, and apparent candor, to advise-and instruct 
those that have resisted the introduction and dis- 
cussion of those petitions. He bas given us gaa 
tory of his last canvass, in: which he eae See 
pleased to inform us that he took groun aire 
the Abolitionists, and sustained himself; but that 
the course we have pursued here, in refusing ta 
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an 
consider the petitions, is altogeiher erroneous; that 


itonly increases tbeir number, and kreps up the 
agitation of the subject. If, says he, vou will re- 
ceive, discuss, and report on them, you will put ar- 
guments in the mouths of those that oppose them, 
that will ¢ff<ctually silence their complaints. 
‘With what truth this assertion is made, (without 
impeaching the gentleman’s veracity, as I dare 
say he telieves what he has said ) I will show, by 
incontestable evidence, befcre I conclede. Bu 
that a gentleman of his distinguished talents could 
expect such a thing for such an object, is truly ex- 
traordinary. What, sir, does the gentleman ask? 
To give up a great constitutional question, in ad- 
m tting the petuions to be received, debated, ard 
decided on by this House for the mere experiment 
of putting arguments in the mouths of certain gen- 
tlemen who profess to be eur fiends, but never 
vote with us, to enable them 10 meet and silence 
the complaints of the Abolitionists at home? Was 
the gentleman aware of the price that it was to 
cost us to put arguments m his mouth by abandon- 
ing the grounds that we have so long and uniform- 
ly taken upen this most vital question? Was he 
aware that it amoun‘ed to a direct request to sur- 
render to the Abolitionists the great constitutional 
grounds that we so lovg have con'ended for, and 
resolved on maintaining, a! the hazard of life and 
fortune, and all that is dear to man upon this earth? 
Would it not virtually be placing the whole ques- 
tion in the power of Congress, at once, for an ex- 
periment, that I will show has already been tried 
and failed effecteally? Such a course would 
be teasonable to every vital interest of the 
South. The admission of their right of action, 
which amounts to a jurisdiction of the question by 
Congress, is the first great point that the friends of 
the Abolitionists desire to effect here; and, sir, if 
this be the friendship of the gentleman, may the 
Lord deliver the South from such friends. 

‘When the day arrives that this House a'tempts 
to assume the jurisdiction of this subject, and dis- 
cuss it here, the days of the Republic will be num 
bered, and he who could desire to bring abont such 
a discassion, can have bat little love for the bles- 
sings arising from the freest Government on the 
earth, and it is a poor compliment indeed to the 
intelligence of any Southern man, to suppose that 
he could be indaced, for a moment, to tolerate a 
Proposition so monstrous. 

I know, Mr. Speaker, and regret it most sin- 
cerely too, that there has been a resclution intro- 
duced by a Southern man,* [Mr. Cuinw of Louisi- 
ana,] in the debate of the 31 January, at which 
the Abvlitionists and their triends here have taken 
new courage, on which they build their greatest 
bope of success in entering this House. Such 
a proposition is all, I know, that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apsms] has been con- 
tending for here, for the last six years, and is all 
that the Abolitionists themselves expect to gain at 
present; but, sir, this unfortunate resolution cannot 
meet with the APPROBATION OF THE SOUTH. 


I will now, sir, once more, and for the last time, 
iP this debate, pay my respects to the honorable 
member from Pennsylvania, (Mr. BiDDLE,]) a gen- 
tleman, I confess, wor-hy of respect, both by the 
correctness of his deportment, and his distin- 
gvished talents. The gentleman informed the 
Howse that he had resolved to leave us; that he 
was done with public life, and had no motives to 
misrepresent any thing here. Bot, S:T, as he retires, 
Parthian like, he forgets not to hurl back, as he 
flies, his rankling javelin at bis unvangnished foes. 
He most adroitly, I will not say insidiously, has 
introduced in this debate, not for political effect, 


I hope, the opinicns of the distinguished individual 


Be Cunn demanded the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. C. said that, before the question was taken, he would ask 
that a resolution which he would send tothe Cierk’s table, and 
which he intended to offer in case of the rejection of the other, 
might be read for information. 

The SPEAKER said it could only be read by leave. 

The resolution was read as follows: — 

Resolved, That all petitions, Me morials, resolutions, and 
addresses of every description, touching the abolition of : lavery 
in the District of Columbia, or 1n the States or Territories, or 
jn any manner relating to the existence of slavery or the slave 
trade in the United States, be referred, without debate, to a se- 
lect committee, with instructions to consider and report 
thereon. 


who is now atthe head of this Administration. 
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saw, sir, the chuckle and smile of approbation that 
it created ın a certain quarter, and I thought then 
how easy it weula be, by a fuller statemen’ of facts, 
to convert those smiles into lamentations and 
mourning. Now sir, I will not accuse the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania of wanting candor, but if 


communication of the President to the Jackson 
commitiee, he would have deorived me of the 
trouble of doing it myself. + He read, however, 
only enough of that document to place the Presi- 
dentin a fa'se position before the public, to the 
entice gratification of his enemies both here and 
abroad. Now | hold in my hand the same docu- 
ment, and will read more fally his opinions 
upon the subject referred to, and to show why they 
were received, as satisfactory to tre South. In his 
reply to a committee of gentlemen, who addressed 
Mr. Van Buren on the subject, from the town of 
Jackson, North Carolina, under date, “ Washing- 
ton, March 6, 1836,” he says: 

Thus viewinz the matter, I would not, from the lights now 
before me, feel myselfsafe in pronouncing that Cengress does 


not possess tLe power of interfering with, or abolishing slavery 
in the District o: Columbia. 


Now, sir, so far the honorable memter saw fit 
to read, and no farther, from this document, and 
here was he disposed to leave the subject of Mr. 
Van Buren’s opinions to the ed fication ef his 
enemies, both South and North; but I will supply 
the omission, and wiil commence with the very 
next word, and read the paragraph through, and 
to which I invoke the attention of every gentleman 
from the Norih and South. The next sentence 
after the word “Columbia,” where the honorable 
member from Pennsylvania left off, begins thas: 

But, whilst such are my present impressions upon the ab- 
stract question of the legal power of Congiess— impressions 
which I shall at all times be not only ready, but disposed to sur- 
render upon conviction of error, } do not hesitate to give it to 
you as my (cliberate and well considered opinion, that there 
are objections to the exercise of this power against the wishes 
ofthe slaveholding States, as imperative in their nature and 
obligations, in regulatingthe conduct of public men,as the 
most palpable want of constitutional power would be. 

This conciudes the paragraph. Now, sir, how 
different is the inference from that made by the 
honorable member from Pennsylvania? What 
Southern man, uncontaminated by political preju- 
dices, could desire more? Here Mr. Van Buren 
declares to the world, ın language emphatic, that 
the reasons for opposing the exercise of the power 
to abolish slavery n the District even, (mark that,) 
are “as imperative in their nature and obligations 
* ® #as the most palpable want of eonstituliond 
power would be.” Now does he not acknowledge 
in this, that the obligations on him are equally bind- 
ing with any of a constitutional nature; and what 


more could an honest, bosorab'e people desire? If | 


he would not obey the one, he certainly would 
not the other. ButI will read another extract to 
quiet, if possible, the consciences of gentlemen. 
From tte same document, says he: 

I prefer that notonly you, but all the people of the United 
States, shall now understand, that if the desire of that portion 
of them which is favorable to my elevation to the Chief Magis- 
tracy, should be gratified, I must ge into the Presidential 
Chair the inflexible aud uncompromising opponent of any 
attempt on the part of Congress ts abolish slavery in the 
Districtof Columbia, against the wishes of the slaveholding 
States; and, also, with adetermiaation, equally decided, to re- 


sist the slightest interference with the subject in the States 
where it exists. A 

Here, again, we have a reiteration of the same 
declarations m substante: “I must go into the Pre- 
sidential chair the inflexible and uncompromising 
opponent to any attempt on the part of Congress 
to abolish slavery 1n the District,” &c. 

Here is an additional confirmation of what I be- 
fore read, but which the member from Pennsylva- 
nia did not real. And again Isay, what more 
could have been asked? What further was neces- 
sary to be added to satisfy any man whəse object 
was truth, in relation to this momentous subject. 
Had his declarations been all that he made then, 
they would have been sufficient fer any inquirer af- 
ter truth. But I will read further frem the same. 
Said he: 

I do, therefore, believe that the abolition of slavery in the 


District of Columbia, against the wishes of the slaveholding 
States, (assuming that Congress has the power to effect it,) 


would violate the:spirit of that compromise of interests which 


convinced that it could not be so done without iinminent peril, 


if not certain destruction, to the union of the States. Viewing - 


the matter in this light, it is my clear and settled opinion that 


he had read but a few paragraphs more, fiom the ; 


I || 


| 
i 


| clearly defined? 


—— — 
the Federal Government ought to abstain from doing se, and 
that it is the sacred duty of those whom the people of the Uni- 
ted States entrust with the control of its action, so to use the 
constitutional power, with which they are invested, as to pre- 
vent i. 

Sir, could a position on this subject be more 
Could the South, if they ever in- 
tended to support a Northern man, expect to get 
one more explicit, more de. ided, more satisfactory? 
Į submit it to every man of reflection, that has the 
least candor or honesty about him. “Sv to use the 
constitutional power as to prevent it” Can any 
man doubt the meaning of this? No, sir; no, sir; 
there are none who look to the interest of the 
South, and pleces this subject above his paliry 
party feelings. Bat let me tell gent'emen, long 


| before the date of this le'ter, Mr. Van Buren ex- 


pressed similar sentiments to the above, when he 


| was not before the people as a candidate fur their 
` suffrages for the Presidency of the United States. 


Ina letter to Mr. Gwinn, of the State of Missis- 
sippi, in 1834, he used this language, in reply to 
one wyitten to him on this subject: 

My opinions on the subject of the pwer of Congress over 
slave property in the Southern States are so well understood by 
my friends, that I am surprised that an attempt to impose upon 
the public respecting them should be hazar’ed. Thesubject is, 
in my judgment, exclusively under the control of the State Go- 
vernments; and I am not apprised, nor do I believe that a con- 


trary opinion to an extent deserving consideration, is entertained 


in any partof the United States. The charge, therefore, to 
which you have had the goodness to call my attention, that I 
am in favor of an interference by Congress in manumitting 


' your glave property, is destitute of foundation; so far from it, 


do notsee on what authority the General Government could 


` interfere without a change of the Coustitution, even at the in 


stance of either or of all the slavehoiding S:ates. 

Here, sir, is an avowal of the same sentiments, 
without reserve, or equivocation. This letter was 
written two years before his election to the Chief 
Magistracy; yet with all ths evidence befwre us, 
there are those so reckless, or ignarant, and despe- 
Tate, as to charge his supporters at the South of 
having betrayed the interest of the South upon this 
great question of Southern rights for yield- 
ing him their support. But how has Mr. 
Van Buren acted since these declarations and 
pledges were given? Hashe defaulted in the least in 
any one respect? No, sir. His very first act after 
his election, was to renew those solema pledges in 
the face of the world. In his inaugural address, 


| he embraces the very first occasion to dec'are bhim- 


self on this absorbing subject. Here, sir, are his 
sentiments as delivered to the American people iu 
that most valuable and celebrated address. 

Mr. B. then read the following extracts: 

The last, perhaps the greatest, of the prominent sources of 
discord and disaster supposed to lurk in our political condition, 
was the institution of domestic slavery. Our forefathers were 
deeply impressed with the delicacy of this subject, and they 
treated it with a forbearance so evidently wise, that in spite of 
every sinister foreboding, it never, until the present period, dis- 
turbed the tranquillity of our common country. Such a reeult 
is sufficient evidence of the justice and patriotism of their 
course; it is evidence not to be mistaken, that an adherence to 
itcan prevent all embarrassment from this, as well as from 
every other an‘icipated cause of difficulty or danger. Have 
not recent events made it obvious to the slightest reflection, 
that the least deviation from thie spirit of forbearance is inju- 
rious to every interest, that of humanity included? Amidst the 
violence of excited passions, this generous and fraternal feel- 
ing has been sometimes disregarded; and standing as I now uo 
before my countrymen in this high place of honer and of trust, 
I cannot refrain from anxrously invoking my fellow-citizens 
never to be deaf to its dictates. Perceiving, before my elec- 
tian, the deep interest this subject was beginning to excite, I be- 
lieved ica solemn duty fully to make known my sentiments It 
regard to it; and now, when every motive for misrepresenta- 


| tion has passed away, I trust that they will be candidly weighed 


and understood: atleast, they willbe my standard of conduct 
in the path before me. X then destared that, if the desire of 
thuse of my countrymen who were favorable to my election 
was gratified, ‘I must go into the Presidential chair the iw 
flexible and uncompromising opponent of every attempt, m 
the part of Congress, to abolish sluvery in the District of Co 
lumbta against the wishes of the slaveholding States; and also 
with a determination equally decided to. resist t e slightest 1D- 
terference with it inthe States where it existe. I submitted 
also to my fellow-citizens, with fullness and frankness, the res- 
sons which led meto this determination. The result authorizes 
me to believe that they have been approved, and are confid 

in, by a majority of the people of the United States, including 
those whom they most immediately affect. Jt now only re 
mains to add, that no bill conflicting with these views can 


| ever receve my constitutional sanction. 


Such, sir, are the sentiments contained in his 


inaugural address to the people of this country: 


“No bill,” says he, “conflicting with these views, 
con ever receive my constitutional sanction.” 
What equivocation, noncemmittalism, or menta 
reserve, is here shown! What more, again I ask, 


| can any true friend. to the South desire cn this 


subject? and how has Mr. Van Baren demean 
himself, since his elevation to the Presidency, Up 
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this subject? What pledge is it that he has not 

complied with, to the leiter, that te has ever made 

to the American people? I defy calumny itself to 
int lo one. 

Such, then, is the evidence that the Sovth has 
for believing him sound on this great and para- 
mount subject Such is their justification for sus- 
jainining him without fear upen this subject. Such 
js the evidence in relation to his own personal and 
political course; and I here ask and demand to 
know, if any there are that now think it unsatis- 
factory? It will not do for them now to say that 
he dves not deny the constitutional right to inter- 
fere in the District—when their idol, Mr. Cray, is 
a fathom more deeply committed in its favor than 
Mr. Van Buren, who admits there a'e obligations 
equally biading on him against interference as his 
constitutional obligations would be. 

Having considered what Mr. Van Buren has 
said and dose on this subject, I will now show 
what his friends who sustaia him have said and 
done. Yes, sir, and have been said and done on 
this floor, in the hall of the Congress of the United 


States. Yes, I will*not, by denunciatien, or de- 


clamation, endeavor to show, but will do it by an 
exhibition of the records of this House, that no 
man will dare dispute, what course has been pur- 
sued heie in relation to this subject, by what 
their opponents have been pleased to call Van Buren 
Democrats. I will commence with the history of 
the subject since the formation of the present parties. 
up to which time, the subject of Abolition had 
never been cor sidered, or seriously entertained by 
this body. But before I proceed with this exposi- 
tien of the recorded facts, which have taken place 
here, before our own eyes, by the parties, many of 
whom are still present, and now with us, I must 
beg to notice one further remark made by the hono- 
rable member from New York, [Mr. Hont.] who 
immediately preceded me in this debate; and here I 
will take the cccasion to say, that the same trick, 
disengenuousness, and hypocri‘tcal design, seem to have 
characterized the speeches of nearly every gentle- 
man, whether from the North cr from the South, of 
that party, who have addressed the House on this 
subject. It seems 'o have been the settled plan of 
the party, or they have adopted it with a anifor- 
mity that excludes all supposition of its occurring 
by accident, of arraigning the Democratic party, 
and denouncing them for attempting to make, as 
they are pleased to call it, political capital out of 
the subject of Abolition, while, sir, there has not 
been one of them who has spoken on that side, who 
has not attempted to produce the impression that 
the Democrats were the Abolitionists, and the 
Whigs deserved great credit for the noble stand 
that they bad taken on the subject. This, sir, was 


the intended sauce for our Southern palate, while, ` 


in the next breath, if he was.a Northern Whig par- 
ticularly, he would inveigh and rant most furiously 
against the denials by the Democrats to the Nor.h 
and South of the most holy and sacred right of pe- 
tition. This, sir, was their sauce for the palates of 
the fanatics of the Noith. While this game has 
been carried on by the Abolitionists and their advo- 
cates on this floor, the Southern wing of the same 
party have invariably risen and denounced, in the 
most unmeasured terms, those Demccrats of the 
North who have dared to come forward to 
take one step towards the maintenance of 
the rights of the South, by voting for such 
Fesolutions as- the South might consider safe, 
while they pass unnoticed, and frequently 
with fulsome compliments, those very Northern 
Whigs and Abolitionists, from whom they cannot 


get a vole even for any one of their own proposi- 


tions: not one step taken by them against Aboli- 
tionists. By such means have Southern Whigs 
endeavored to draw off from the support of such 
measures as the South felt disposed to adopt for 
her own recurity; and to excuse themselves to the 
South for such a covrse here, they profess to be in 
faver of the most ultra measures for Southern insti- 
tations; measures that they believed no man living, 
not ina slaveholding State, dare gv for, and by 
this manœuvre (to make political capital them- 
selves) draw off the only ten who have dared to 
stand by the South at all, and confound them with 
the whole body of the Abolitionists—their own 
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friends—the Whig party of the Norh. This is 
the game now played here, to the deadly injury of 
every Southern interest; a game that now has be- 
come as c'ear to the eye of every intellectual in- 
telligent man as noonday; a sophistry and decep- 
tion too flimsy, let me tell these gentlemen, to 
escape the penetration of any plain practical dis- 
cerning man. Sir, so barefaced have these prec- 
tices become since the recent events of a certain 
convention, (pointing towards Harrisburg, ) that it 
is difficult tor a Southern man to rise in his place 
here, -and complain cf the injustice done by these 
petitioners to their institutions, without gelting 
around his ears a swarm from the southern wing 


of a certain party. Can it be that these men are | 
so exceedingly blind, as to flatter themselves that : 


by bullying and their adroitness in debate, they can 
excuse this conduct before an unseduced and un- 
corrupted people? 

Sir, let me say to these gentlemen that such a 
course is at the sacrifice of the dearest rights and 
interests of the South; and if they ever succeed 
with their ul'ra measures, they will have to rely 
alone for that success on,the votes of th:se very 
men of the North who are the daily theme of their 
bitter denunciation. And how then will they re- 
concile this course with the gratitude that every sin- 
cere friend of the South must owe this party— 
something of which I propose to show by the jour- 
nals, before I dismiss the subject? 

But to the gentleman from New York, whom I 

promised to notice once more. That gentleman, 
after repudiating all intention of making political 
capital out of this subject, ‘be ore he concluded, 
endeavored, tu identify the Abolitionists with the 
Democratic party. And, sir, how? Itisa fault 
common to bis party, North, South, East, and 
West. By individualizing cases! When we speak 
of societies, communities, whele parties, and con- 
ven:ions, and o:her assemblages of men, we are 
answered, as the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Honr] has done, by telling us of particular indi- 
viduals, who are Abolitionists, that are Democrats. 
The gen'leman has told us that Gerrit Smith is a 
Democrat, and a man by the name of Woodel, if I 
m'stake not. I unders ond him to say that this 
Smith had been put in nomination by the Demo- 
cratic party for United States Senator. I have 
since understco’, from the highest authority, that 
this was the act of one man alone, and was done 
entirely for ridicule—that the party never dreamed 
of sucha thing. And this has been eazerly seized 
on here, by several—not to make po'itical capital 
of; oh no!—but to mention it merely as a circum- 
Slasce. 

Mr. Frrumore said he did not understand his colleague 
(Mr. Hunt) as saying that Mr. Smith had been put in nomina- 
tion by the Democratic party. He understudd him as saying 
that he had been put in nomination by a member from the 
county of Otsego, (who had been run as Speaker by that par- 
ty,) and that that gen:leman had moved that the name of Ge: rit 
Smith be inserted inthe bill as a proper person to be support 
ed for United States Senator. _ 

Mr. Prentiss, by the permission of Mr. B. made the fol- 
lowing explanation of the case referred toabove. Mr, P. said 
Mr. Hunt, of New York, in his remarks of yesterday, refer- 
red to the fact that Mr. Levi S. Chatfield, who represents the 
county of Otsego, in the Assembly of that State, had moved to 
insert the name of Gerrit Smith, a leading Abolitionist, in a bill 
appointing a United States Senator, and spoke of it as an evi- 
dence that the Democrats of the North favored that interest, 
Mr. Chatfield being, he said, a prominent member of that par- 
ty, and its candidate for Speaker of the body of which hs is a 
men:ber. ; 

Mr. P. asked leave to say a werd in reply to the imputation 
upon Mr. Chatfield of being an Abolitionist. He said that Mr. 
C. was one of his constituents, and that the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Hunt] had spoken irniy when he pronounced 
him te be a man of talenta and infiuence. Mr. P. knew him 
well, and could assure the House that he wasa Democrat; 
aad one, teo, who had beena uniform opponent of Abolition- 
ism, not only in the county ef O'sego, but in the Legislative 
Hall of hia State, where the Democrats had sent him for 
the last two years to look after their interests. In the 
preliminary action of the Assembly on the question of 
appointing a Senator, Mr. Chatfield having been called 
on to nominate a®candidate, named Eben B. Morehouse, 
who is a resident of the same town where my home 
is, and who has, on every suitable occasion. repudiated Aboli- 
tion doctrines and sentiments; but in the further progr: ss of the 
question, a bill was introduced for consummating the appoint- 
ment, and Mr.C. finding that the Whigs were determined that 
no oiher name but that of Nathaniel P. Tallmadge should be 
inserted init, and after the names of Albert H. Troy and Ad- 
dison Gardner, two distinguished gentlemen of the opposite po- 
litics, had been rejected, moved that of Gerrit Smith, as a sort 
of burlesque upon the whole proceeding, which was carried on 
in anch “hot haste” as to break over all the rules of legislation, 
the majority even refusing to print the bill which so‘emuized 
the marriage banns between Whigery and Conservatism. 

Mr. B. said this had termipated just as he had 
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expected when he heard it fall from the tips of the 
gentleman from New York. It was so perfectly in 
charact-r with the statements which that party are 
in the daily habit of making upon every subject 
that they touched, that it never made the least im- 
pression on his mind, as to its truth. He was so 
accustomed to their idle and ridiculous statements 
that they seldom ever gave him much pain. The 
gentleman, too, contradicted himself before he got 
through with hisstory. He told us that Smith was 
stopped from his lectures in Utica by the Demo- 
cratic mob, and he was compelled to retire to his 
own residence, some distance from the town, to 
effect his object; which showed, clearly, what a fa- 
vorite he and his doctrines were wtih the Democratic 
party there. Now, he doubted very much if Smith 
himself was nota Whig; he had heard so, at least. 
Other instances might be cited of Abolitionists be- 
ing in the Democrat c party, he had no doubt. 


Sir, I dare say there are hundreds, perhaps thoa- 
sands of Abolitionis's in the Democrane party. 
No man has ever doubted but that there were some; 
nor that there were Federalists in that party; 
and members of every other denomination; Qua- 
kers, Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, Episcopa- 
lians, Catholics, and Jews, if you please. This 
no man has ever undertaken to deny. Sir, there 
ever will be good and bad in all churches—back- 
sliders and hypocrites; and it is the same with par- 
ties. Bat the characters of such churches, socie- 
ties, and parties, are only effected seriously by 
such, until a majority of their members are proven. 
to be of such materials, and in their proportion to 
the whole body. My design is not, therefore, to 
speak of individual instances, upon which so much 
stress is laid by the opposite party, not only here, 
but throughout the country, where they have at- 
tempted to confound the parties fur political effect 
and deception; and which has rendered it so indis- 
pensably necessary (fora fair understanding of 
their position and relation) thatthe whole history ef 
the course that each of the parties have pursued, 
as bodies, parties, and societies, should be exh:bi- 
tedd, as it stands on the unalterable reccrds and 
journals of ihe House. Sir, I will not s:oop to 
drat in “as 1 am informed, and as I have heard.” 
Such evidence does not become this, or any other 
deliberative body, upon so gravea subject. Up to 
the time of 1834, 1835, and 1836, this subject had 
produced but litle excitement in any part of this 
country. The abolition of slavery in the West 
Indies, by the Eng'ish, first put this ball in 
motion in ths country, through those who 
so. mech admired English institutions, who 
readily seized on the religious fanaticism of 
our Northern brethren, who are known to be ex- 
cee‘ingly inflammable, from the influence which 
their priests and ministers exercise over thena 
throughout that section of country, in some parts 
of which, old England herself is not more prieet- 
ridden; and I doubt much if the whole project is 
not of English birth, brought into this country, and 
nurtured through the affiliation of both the churches 
vf England and America; and it is hence noth ng 
more nor less than a covert religious crusade, 
against cur Government, cur Union, and: our 
liberty.. Look you, sit, at every peutien in 


; every public meeurg or convention, and you 


will fini the very “ear marks” of ministenal 
instrumentality nearly in every step and thing that 
has been taken and done on this subject; and who 
are now entering into the political arena of this 
country, and entwining themseives around one or 
the other of the great political parties cf the nat on.. 
My who'e object now, by reference to these facts, 
is to show by which pariy they have been most 
countenanced and sustained upon this fluor; that 
the American public may be abuse] no longer by 
the most odious misrepresentations of partisan po- 
lnicians and party presses. To these: facts, i 
earnestly invite the atten'ion of every member of 
the House, and every American citizen out of it, 
that would be informed on the subject. Here are 
the reco-ds, the resolations, and propositions, and 
the names recorded, of those that sustained, and 
those that opposed them: > 
Twenty-fourth Congress, journals of the House of Represen- 


ives, S 141. A 
as ae ae ta Be ee trom Maine] submitted the follow- 


ing, vis: 
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Resolved. That, in the opinion ofthis House, the subject of 
the abviition of slavery in the District of Columbia ought not 
to be entertained by Congress. 


And beit further resoi ced, That in case any petition pray- į 


ing the abolinen of slavery in the District of Columbia, be 
hereaf.er presented, it is the deliberate opinion of this House 
that the same ought to be laid upon the table without being re- 
ferred of printed. 

The resolution being read, 

A motion was made hy Mr. John Quincy Adams, that the re- 
solution do lie on the table. 

- This motion was equivalent to a rejestion, and 
was so understood by Congress. 

And the question being put, it was decided in the negative— 
yous 66, nays 133. 

Mr. B. read the names of those in the aftr- 
mative. Of these 66, there were 13 Demccrats, 53 
Whigs, and not a Southern Democrat among-t 
them; of that number there are 12 Southern 
Whigs. 

. On the 13th of January, page 177, ; 
“Mr. Jarvis modified his resoluuon go as to read as followa: 


Wi.. ceasany attempt in the House to agitate the question of ; 


| 
| 


slavery is calculated to disturb the compromizes of the Consti- i 
tution, to endanger the Urion, and, if persisted in, to destroy the 


ce and prosperity ot the country; therefore, 

Resolved, Tuat, in the opinion of this House, the subject of 
the abolition of slavery in the Districtof Columbia, ought not 
to be entertained by Congress; and itis further 

Resolred, That in cass any petition, praying for the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the Dis rict of Columbia, be hereafler pre- 
rented, itis the deliberate opinion of the House, that the s:me 
ought to be laid en the table, wthout beirg referred or printed. 

‘A motion wa made by Mr. Cmiron ALLEN, (Whig,) that 
the gaid resolution and amendments pending thereto, do he on 
the table, and the question being put, it was decided iu the nega- 
tive—yeas 58, nays 155. 

Ot these filty-e-ght, there were ten D-mocrats 
seven Southern Whigs, no Southern Democras 


amoogst them. 


235, January 25th. Mr. Joun Quincy ADAMS offered to | 


introduce an Abolivon petition, and moved that it be received, 
‘A motion was made by Mr. MıLLER, (Demovrar,) that the mo- 
tion that the petition be received do lie on the table, and the 
question bein: put, that the House do agree to the motion 
mide by Mr. Mixisr; it passed in the affirmaiive—yeas 149, 
nays 45. 
O: these forty-five nays, there were but five De- 


mocrats, two Suuthern Whigs, and no Southern 
Democrat. 


This was as near a rejection of the question of | 


feception as could weil have been, and answered 
a'l practical parposes. On 4th of February, Jour- 
nal, page 220, Mr. Pinckney of South Carolina in- 
troduced this resolution: 

Resolved, That ail te memoriis which have been 
er may hereafter be presented, to this House, prayin for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, and also the 
resolutions offered by the honorable member from Maine [Mr. 


offered, 


Jarvis) withan ameniment thereto, proposed by an honoratle |) 


member from Virginia, (Mr. Wrsg,} and every other paper or 

roposi'ion that may be submitted in relation to that subject 
bs referred toa Select Comm:tiee with instructions to rep»ri— 

That Congress possesses no constitutional authority to inter- 
fere, ın any way, with the institutions of slav. ry in any ot the 
States of ihis Confederacy; and that, in the opinion of this 
House, Congress ought not to iuterfere, in any way, with s'ave- 
ry in the District of Columbia, because It would be a violation 
of the public faith, unwise, impolisic, and dangerous i0 the 
Union; assigning such reasons for these conclusions, as, in the 


jadgment of the committee, may be best calculated to enlighten | 


the publie miud, te repress agitation, to allay excitement, to 
sustaia and preserve the just rights of the slaveholding States, 
and of the people of this District, and to establish harmony 
and tranquillity among the various sectione of the Union. 

A m+ion to su pend the rule: of the House, to 
introduce these resoiutions, was lost by a vote of 
1211075. There not bring two-thirds, the mo'icn 
was lost. On the 8h of February, (rage 305.) Mr. 
Pincaney renewed the motion to suspend the rules 
of the House, to in roduce the same res luticns; 
and the ‘question bring put, the rules were srs 
pended, two-thirds vorne for it, yeas 135, nays 65. 
OF these 65, there were 9 Democrats. 

[Mr. Priccs of Mas-achusetis sad there were 
mo'e than 9 Vemocrats.] 

Mr. B. r-piicd, there wee, if the genileman 


counted the Nailers; but at that time that party | 


were acting azziost the Democrats; ard of course 
he did not feel himself authorized to rank them 
with us. A moticn was made to take the votes 
upon each separate proposition: the resolution 10 
refer to acommittce, passed by a vote of 174 to 48. 
I voted myself egainst the first 1e<o'yiion to 
refer to a committee, with 47 other Sowh- 
era men. In reading Mr. B’s own name, 
against this ‘resolution, there was a ccn- 
siderable laugh. Mr. B. said, he thonght at 
first, there must have been a mis:ake that he voted 
for the resolutions; but being informed that the 
vote was upon the first resolu ion fer a reference 
to a commited that he was reading, he said then, 
that his hame was recorded right—that he had al- 
ways been opposed to seferring these petitions, as 
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an isolated preposition. He, however, had voted 
fcr tne whole bedy of the resolutions. 

Well, the next vote was on the second branch 
ofthe resolutions, in these words: 

With instructions to report that Congress possesses no consti- 


tutional authority to interfere, in any way, with the institutions 
of slavery in any of the States of this Confederacy. 


Against this part of the resolution there was but 
one Democrat and six Whigs. 
Mr. B. called the particular attention of the 


> House to the vote on the next division of the resolu- 


tions; and to it he invited the attention of ‘every 
Southern man in this country. It developed a fact 
abcut which there could be no lorger quibbling, and 
there was ‘no other evidence that would place more 
clearly the parties in their proper positions in this 
House. The direct voe was upon the branch of 
the resolution, in these words: 

That inthe opinion of this Fouse, Congress ought not to 
interfere in any way with slavery tn the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Here sir, is a direct vote upon the proposition, that 
has so much distrac ed the people of this country, 
and isthe fir t darling object that the Abolitivnists 
themselves wish to acecmplish; ant it is need'ess 
fer any man to tell me, who has voted agairst this 
direct | rorosition, that he is no Aboliticnist, and 
that he d es notlend himself tothem. Upon this 
direct preposition, the question was, shall this part 
of the resolution pas-; and votes were—ajes 163, 
nays 47. 

Of these forty-seven, there were but five Demo- 
crats, leaving ferty-two Whigs; amcngst whom, 
there was not a man ‘from any slaveholding State. 
[Cries trom brth s:d+s, read their names, read their 


"names; read them out; lec ushear.] Mr. B. said 


that he would do so: 


Page 213. Those who voted in the negative are: 

Messrs John Quincy Adams, leman Allen, Jeremiah Bailey, 
John Banks, Wihiam K Bond, Nathaniei B. Borden, George 
N. Briggs. Wm. B. Calhom, George Chambers, Timothy 
Childs, Wiiliam Clark, Thomas Corwin, Caleb Cushing. Edw. 
Darlington, Hamer Denny, George Evans, Horace Everett, 
Philo C Fuller, Francis Granger, Giceon Heard, Abner Hazel- 
tine, Wiliam lister. Samuel Hoar, Hiram P. Hunt, Joseph 
R. Inger-oll, William Jackson, Henry F. Jones, Abbott Law- 
rence," George W. Lay, Levi Lincoln, Thomas CU. Love, 
Sampson Mason, Jonathan McCar:y, T' omas M. T. McKen- 
nan. Matias Morris, James Parker.t Dutee J. Pearce, Ste- 
phen Phillips, David Pots, jr. John Reed, David Russell. Jo- 
nathan Sloan, William Sprague, jr. Samuel F. Vinton, Tay- 
lor Websier, and Elisi:a Whiitlesey. 

What should any impartial mind desire more to 
convince it cf the pesition and tendencies of the 
parties row Lefore the country than this vote upon 
the direct que tion between the South and the Abo- 
litionists? Forty three Whiss out of ferty-seven 
voting cgainst this direet preposition, agairst the 
int-rierence, by the Abolitivaisis, with the rights cf 
the people of the Svuth; and, sir, singular is it to 
teil, at that time that number constitut.d a large 
majority of the whole Whig vo'e from the non- 
siavchuid.ng States in this House. 

Such, sir, are the recorded facts on your jour- 
nals. Can they be explained away by the brilliancy 
of talent, or the cunning and ingenurty of man? 
Here f might rest this subject; but there is more to 
come of equal force, and the whole facts relative to 
this ma‘ter are demanied, by every sacred interest, 
to be known, and I am determined, as far as I am 
able, to pres nt them to the public. The next part 
of the reso‘uuen is in these wer 's: 

Because it would be a violation of public faith, unwise, impo- 
litice, and dangerous to the Union. 


For this proposition, ayes 127, nays 75. 
these 75 nays, there were 23 Dem: crats, 52 Whigs 
among whom there isno Demccrat trom the South, 
and bat 4 Soath rn Whigs. 

The remainder of the resolution was in these 
worde: 

Assigning such reasons for these conclusions as, in the judg- 
ment of the committe +, may be best caleulated to enlighten the 
public mind, to allay excit ment, to repress agitation, to secure 
and maintain the just rights of the elaveholding States,and of the 
peuple ef this District, and restore harmony and tranquillity 
amongstthe various sections of this Union. 

And paseed ia the affirmative—ayes 167, nays 6. 

{Mr. Hussard of Alabama asked that the names 
of the six be read ] ; 

Mr. Bynum. Sır, T will do so. 

Those who voted in the negative are— ? 

Messrs. Heman Allen, George Evans, Stephen C. Philips, 
William Jackson, Abbott Lawrence, Jonathan Sloan—6.” 

All Whigs. l 


*Now eulogized by Southern men. 
+Names of the Democrats italicized, 


orf; 
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This closes the action of the House upon the 
adoption of the Pinckney resolutions. 

On the 18th of May, page 846, Mr. Pinckney 
made his report from the select committee ap- 
pointed under the resolutions I have just read. 
This report, after an able argument, concluded by 


recommending the adoption of three resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That Congress possesses no constitutional au- 
thority to interfere in any way with the institution of slavery in 
any of the States of this Confederacy. 

2. Resolved, That Congress ought not to interfere in any 
way with slavery in the District of Columbia. 

3. Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, propositions, 
resolutions, or papers, relating in any way, or to any extent 
whatever, to the subject of slavery, or the abolition of slavery, 
shall, without being either printed or referred, be laid upon the 


table, and that no further action whatever shall be had thereon, 


The vite upon the first resolution was passed 
by enly nine opposing it, beginning with Joun 
Quincy Apams and closing with Wittium SLADE— 
no Democrat among them. The scond resolution, 
which brought up acain the immediate question 
now befcre us, and which isin these words, as I 
have just read, 

Resolved. That Congress ough’ nat to interfere in any 
way with slavery inthe District of Columbia, 

Was passed by the following vo'e: yeas 132, nays 
45, as recorded on page £81. The nays I wili read 
forthe information of the House and the country. 
Savs the the journal: 

Those who vo ed in the negative are: 

Messrs. Heman Allen, Jeremiah Bailey, William K. Bond, 
Navhaniel Borden, George W., Briggs, William B. Calhoun, 
John Carr, George Ghambers, Timo: hy Childs, William Clark, 
Caleb Cushing, Harmer Denny, Horace Everett, Philo Fuller, 
George Grinnell, Hiiand Hall, Gideon Hard, Samuel Harrison, 
Abner Hazeltine, Joseph Hen erson, William Heister, S. Hoar, 
Jonathan McCarty, Thomas M. T. McKenvan, Mathias Morris, 
James Parker, Siephen Philips, David Potts, jr. John Reed, 
David Russell, William Slade, William Sprague. Samuel F. 
Vinton, Elisha Whittlesey, Hiram P. Hunt, Joseph Ingersoll, 
William Jackson. Henry F. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Daniel 
Kilsore,. Amos Lan*, Abbou Lawrence, Joshua Lee, Levi 
Lincoln, Sampson Mason.” j 

Amongst these names, there are six Demociats; 
there may be one or two more, or less. My object 
has been to show the course that has been persued 
by the great body if the two parties upon this mo- 
mentous subject. Now, sir, the Northern wing of 
the Whig party, at that time, never amounied to 
seventy representa‘ives; I donot think there were 
more then than fifty-five or sixty. The majority of 
that wing then went invariably against every mea- 
sure that was passed in opposition to the vizvs and 
objectis of the Abolitionists. ; 

The third and last resolution, passed by a vote 
of 117 to 68, some of the Southern members voting 
against it, believing it admitted the right of recep- 
tios—of the 68 there were 22 Democrats; the in- 
crease was caused by their hostility to the reception 
of the petitions. Thus concluded the action of this 
body upon the subject of Abolition in the first ses- 


_sion of the 24:h Congress; upon which I leave it to 


the Ametican people and an impartial. world to 
make the comment. Sir, what must be the verdict 
of the Sou:h and Southwest, in examining th's evi- 
dence, who have been so much insulted and abus- 
ed by the impositions and misrepresentat.ons that 
have been so iong played off cn them, by their art- 
ful polit‘cians and treacherous public presse-? But 
it ıs for them to revenge the wrong, and apply the 
remedy. f 

J will now, said Mr. B., call the attention of the 
body to the proce:dings ef this House upon the 
same ‘ydject, at the 24 session of the 24th Con- 
gress, You wil! find, on page 234 of the jourvals, 
January 18, that Mr. Hawes, of Keatueky, intro- 
duced the following rescluvion— 
_ Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, resolutions, propo- 
sitions, or papers, relating in any way, or to any extent what- 
ever, tothe subject of slavery, or to the abalition of slavery, 


shait,-without being printed or referred, be laid upon the table, 
and /hat no further action be had thereon. 


Mr. Hawes, tetore takiag his seat, czlled the 
previous question, which cut off all amendments 
and debate; and the question being so taken on its 
consideration under the previous question, I vo'ed 
against both, wishing, myself to offer a fu:ther 
amendment, wh:ch was cut cf, however, by the 
previous question. I then voted fur the resolution 
1n its present shape, and it then passed by the fol- 
lowing vote—Yeas 129, nays 60. 

Of these 69 that voted against this rero'ution, 
there were but 12 Democrats, as they then ranked. 

Mr. B. again read over the names of those that 


*Mr. Adama did not yote; perhaps he was absent. 
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voted in the negative on the adoption of the reso- 
lution, and begged to be corrected, if he had made 
a mistake. : 

Such is the evidence of the facts, at that session, 
as exhibited by the records of the House and the 
journals of that body. The adoption of this reso- 
lation put tbe subject to rest during that session, 
and we heard no more of it until the Twenty-fifth 
Congress. Sir. we have been amused, or rather 
entertained, with homilies and long dissertations 
about the right of petition, a right that no man 
here or elsewhere denies in its constitutional sense. 
It reminds me much of the barrel thrown out to 
amuse the whale while the vessel eseapes with its 
freight. It is done to effect two objects: one to 
make a favorable issue with Abolitionists, ‘he other 
to delade us while they strike for Abelition. It 
shows the aris of the old enemy, emanating from 
the craft family. To expose this duplicny and 
double dealing, I call the a‘tention of the Hause 
and the American public to the journals of the third 
session of the Twenty ^ih Congress, December 20, 
page 125, where they will find recorded, in these 
words, [reading from the journal,] 


The House proceeded to the consideration of the memorial 
of Isaiah Siokes and two hundred and ninety-two other men, 
and of Rachael Frank and three hundred and four other women, 
ot the town of Storkscorough and its vicinity, in the State of 
Vermont, praying the abolition of slavery and the slave trade 
in the District of Columbia, presented by Mr. Blade on the 18th 
instant; and of the motion made by Mr. Slade on that day. that 
the said memorial be referred toa select commitiee.* When 
Mr. Slade modified said metion, as fellows: That the said memo 
nal be ieferred to a select committee, with instructions to re- 
porta bill providing for the abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the District ef Columbia. 


I pray every Southern man in this nation te look 
at this, and weigh well its authority. Heei a di- 


rect proposition te effect the desired object, comicg | 


immediately from one who, of a!l others, ought to 
know best of the objects of the Abolitionists; but, 
as others have done, he too may say he is no Abo- 
litionist, as though to effect their object under ano- 
ther name. Now, sir, what becomes of this “tub” 
about the right of p tition, that gentemen have 
thrown out to us, and descanied on so learnedly? 
Here is their object and bantling, stripped by its 
own norse, and presented naked to us, in all its 
native deformity, wh:ch it has been the inde fatiga- 
ble effuits of gentlemen on th:s floor so Jong to 
keep concealed, v-hile they have made battle on us 
upon the more plaasible issue of the right of peti- 
tion, aboot which they dare not in:roduce a propo- 


sition, fur fear it would command a unanimous | 


support, if pressed in any constitutional form. 


Bot my present object is not comment, but the ex- | 


hibition of facts, that are beyond con'radiction. 

Doring the p: ndency of this enormous proposi- 
tion, you know well, Mr. Speaker, the extraordi- 
nary excitement th.t prevailed here. You must 
recollect, when the Representatives from the South 
left their seats, and resolved never to return, until 
the question was seitled—when nothing was ta'k: d 
of by them scarcely but the immediate call of a 
Sou:hern conventroa—when every paper was filled 
with umors of an immediate separation and disso- 
lation of this Government, and which resulted in 
the cail of an exclusive Southern meeting, without 
Tegard to parties. Yes, they met in one of your 
commitiee rooms, and resolved on offering a cer- 
tain resolution, which has since teen denounced in 
thie House as a Norhern resolntoa, I ailude to 
the resolution offered by Mr. Parren of Virginia, 
under the instructions of an exclusive Svuuthern 
meeting. Here is that resolution: 


Journals of the House of Representativ 
page 127, second session, Twent Pana Congre 
Mr. Patton moved that the ru 


December 21st, 
-fifth Congress. 
es prescribing the order of bu- 


sinose be suspended for the purpose of receiving and acting on |; 


3 on m coe wares foliowing, viz: 
esolred, That all petitiens, memorials, and - 
ing the abolition of slavery, or buying, selling, ki earner 
ring slaves in any State, Distiict, or Territory, of the United 
fates be laid upon the table without being debated, printed 
ead, or referred, and that no further action whatever shall be 
ereon. 


_ After two preliminary vetes taken upon suspen- 
sion of the rules, bot resulting in the affirmative, 
the main question was put in the following words, 


to wit: f 
Page 129. Will the M to soluti 
passed in the affirmative—yeas i nays ae roana ne 


*The same that was 


goa fr. Cx proposed by a gentleman from Louisi, 
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Here Mr. B. held up the journals and exhibited 
the yeas and navs there recorded, and said: Sir, 
amongst those 122 who voted in the affirmative 
I challenge any man toname one Whig from the 
North, or non-slaveholding States; a fact that will 
fall like a clap of thunder upon the ears of every 
Southern man that has heretofore acted in concert 
with that party; while amongst the 74 voting 
against this resolution, there is not the name of a 
man from a slaveholding State, and only 14 De- 
mocrats from the Northero States, of more than 
80, leaving 60 Whigs, who voted against the 
resolution of Mr. Patton. . 

This resolution, Mr. Speaker, was of the mildes 
nature, when examined. It asked nothing—de- 
nied no nght of petition, but simply determined 
not to act upon this most alarming and distract- 
ing question; against which, however, sixty Whigs 
voted, and for which, noi one Whig from the non- 
staveholding States voted. Here, let it not be for- 
gotten, that by reference to the votes on the Speak- 
er’s election, that sixty votes constituted a large 
majority of the whole Whig vo'e, beth from the 
North and South, at that time, added tcgether in 
this House. Now, sir, as fact and figures cannot 
lie, here isan awful demonstration of feelings and 
sentiments, by their own recorded acts, of a ma- 
jority of a party towards the sacredness of the in- 

stitations, the peace and safety of the entire people 
of one sect on of our country; and toit, I invoke 
the attention and serious consideration of every 
man, who has at heart the interest or safety of the 
Southern portion of this Republic. Sir, teil me— 
feed me no longer with empty prcfessions in the 


‘| teeth of these recorded facts. 


Mr. Speaker, I bave said before, that it was 
not individual cases that demonstrated the general 


© characters of men or measures, that no denomina- 


tion, church, society, community, state or nation, 
could be charged with being tainted, or with cor- 
ruption, for having now and then corrupt individa- 
als in them; but when it was evident that a majo- 
rty of the memters of a church or party were 


` tainted or corrupt, then it was that the body of the 


memters became amenable, and subject to the 
imputation of possessing and fostering the ‘erlings 
and principles of that majority, and which gave to 
it its only true character. 

But, sir, let us return to the journals of the next, 
the 31, session of the 25th Congress. On the 
llith of December, (page 51,) Mr. ATHERTON 
introduced a series of five resolutions, for the pur- 
pose of arresting the progress of Abolition petitions, 
which had been agreed on by the Democrats both 
from the North and from the South, in a mee‘ing 
held by that party from both sections of the coun- 
try. I will read each part of the resolution, and 
the votes on the separate divisions, and the House 
and the public may judge of their character. Page 
58, the question was taken on the first resolution, 
which was in these words: 

Resolved, That this Government is a Government of limited 
powers; and that, by the Constitution of the United States, 


Congress has no jurisdictien whatever over the subject of 
slavery ia the several States in the Confederacy. 


Against ‘his reso'ution there were but six votes, 


viz: yeas 198, nays 6—all Whigs. 
Nays.—-Messrs. John Q. Adams, Georre Evans, Horace 
Everett, David Potts, David Russell, and Wiliam Slade. 


On the 12th December, page 60, the questicn 
was put on the second resulution, which was in 
these words: 

Resolved, That petitions for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia, and the Territories of the United Siates, 
and against the removal of slaves from one State to another, 
are part ofa plan of operationes set on foot to effect the institu- 
tions of slavery in the several: States, and indirectly. to destroy 
that institution within their limits. 


For it 136; against it-65. 

Amongst these nays there are the names of but 
three Demccrats, leaving sixty-two good and trae 
Whigs, a consi¢erable majority of tbat whole par- 
ty, then members of this House, and but one South- 
ern man, andhe a Whig. Mr. B. read the names 
of the nays, and begged !o be corrected if he erred. 

Next came up the third resolation, wh ch, being 
divided, the vote was taken on -the first branch of 
the resolution, in these werds: | 


Resolved, That Congress has no right to do that indirect! 
which it cannot do direetiy. $ : i 


Yeas 170, nays 30. 
| Of these thirty nays, there is not the name of a 
single Democrat. 
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Then came up the remaining branch of the same 
resolution, which 18 in these words: 

And that the agitation of the subject of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, or the Territories, as a means or witha view 
of disturbing or overthrowing that institution in the several 
States, isaguinst the true spirit and meaning of the Constitu- 
tion, an infringement of the rights of the States affected, and a 
breach of the public faith on which they entered into this Con- 
federacy. 


Upcn this the votes were: yeas 164, nays 39. 
Among the thirty-nine, there is the name of but 
one Demccra!; none from the South of either“ 

party. 

The fourth resolut'on was then taken up, and a 
vo'e taken en its first branch, a division being 
called for, which first branch was in these words, 
page 64: 

Resolved, That the Constitution rests on the broad principle 


of «quality among the members of this Confederacy. 

And passed in the affimative—Yeas 182, nays 26. 

Of these 26, there is not the name of a Deme- 
crat—cne Southerner, a Whig. ioe 

The House then voted cn the 2d branch of the 
fourth reso'u'ion, in these wards: 

Aid that Congress, in the exercise of its acknowledged pow- 
ers, has no right to discriminate between the institutions of one 
portion of the Sta‘e3 and another, with a view of abolishing the 
one and promuting the other. 

On this the yeas are 174, nays 26. 

Among which 26 there is not the name of a De- 
mocral. l i 

The question then came up on the fifth and last 
resolution: a division being demanded, the vote was 
taken on the first branch, in these words: 

Resolved, That attempts on the part of Congress to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia, or the Territories, er to. 
prohibit the removal of slaves from State to State, or to discri- 
minate between the institutions of one portion of the Contede- 
racy and another, with the views aforesaid, are in violation ef, 
the Constitution, destructive of the fundamental principles on 
which the union of these States rests, and beyond the jurisdic- 
tion of Congress. 


Which passed in the affirmative, yeas 149, nays 
52. Of these 52, there were 5 Democrats, and no 
Southern man of either party. (Journal, page 68 ) 
The question was then put on the second branch of 
the fitth resolution, which was almost idertically a 
copy of the resolution of Mr. Patton, offered by 
him under the instructions of an exclusive South- 
ern meetirg, without distinction of parties, and in 
the following werds: 

And that every petition, memorial, resolution, or paper, 
touching, or relating in any way, or to any extent whaiever, to 
slavery, as aforesaid, or the abolition thereef, shall, on the pre- 


sentation thereof, without any further action thereon, be laid 
upon the table, without being debated, printed, or relerred. 


And the question being put on the pr: position, it 
pas-ed in ‘he affirmative, yeas 128, nays 78. Of 
the 78 negatives, there were 9 Democrats, Jeaving 
69 Whigs, of which 69, there were 5 Southern. 
men. 

Now, sir, I pray every Southern man to examine 
these resolutions, read them over and over again, 
one by one, and to say, if they were not sufficiently 
strong to secre every Southern interes'; while they 
particularly forebore to encroach on ,the rights of 
any other port.on of this Union; not an intimation 
about the denial of the right of petition is con- 
tained in them. They only c’aimed the right to 
dispose of them as the House thought proper, 
when pre ented, and which was by laying them on 
the table, Now had the House nor ght to do 
this. If not, it had no right 'o reject the pfaver of 
the petitioners; and if it could nct do that, why not 
let the ignorant Atolitionis's come in, and tum us 
out of the House at once, and take the mater into 
iheir own hands; and show at once the enormous 
absurd ty that this Goverament has not the power 
of self-preservation? Sir, by those resolutions the 
right of petition was not invaced, unless, after ther 
presentation here, we were bound to grant their, 
prayer, and had not the right to treat that- prayer, 
af er presentation of the petition, as in the wisdom 
of this Eoly, was best calculated to promote the 
interest, the peace, and safety of the Republic. 
Sir, deny this House that power, and, instanter, 
you dissolve the whole political body into original 
element, and subject us to the reign of anarchy, 
confusion, bloodshed, and civil war. ihe 

The requisitions, therefore, of the Abolitionists, 
and their advocates on this floor, (their demands I 
might say,) as to what manner their peuvions and 
prayers are to be treated by us, are monstrous and 
revolutionary, and will never be submitted to, 
while there isa freeman from the North or Sovth 

resist them. f 
g Yet, these resolutions were denounced to the 
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North as the “gag” that prevented and obstructed 
the execu:icn of the designs of these Abohitionists, 
couched, too, as they are, in the mildest and most 
respectful terms. But, sir, when have mild epithets 
ever proved satisiactory to the wild Moloch 
of fanaticism? Never, sir, never has it been sa- 
tisfied, until it had surfeited itself upon the very 
blood it had spilled, and yawned over the crime and 
spoils with which it had afflicted mankind. 
But what is strange, strange, still more strange 
%o teil, Mr. Speaker, these resolutions, while they 
were denounced by the Abolitionists of the North, 
as being the most arbitrary, infamous, and tyranni- 
cal measures that ever had disgraced the halls of 
a legislative council, were denounced at the South 
atthe same time by the Southern wing of a pariy, 
as‘doughfaced Northern resolutions,” introduced 
through treachery, to barter away the rights of the 
South, and to secure an‘ protect the rights of the 
Abolitionists. Yes, sir, Southern men, acting in 
concert with the Abolitionis's, catering here and 
elsewhere for them, have been found to denounce 
these resolutions for favoring the. Aboliuonist+; 
while the Abolitonists denounce them to the 
North, for sacrificing their sacred rights as men. 
Sir, was there ever such an anomaly before pre- 
sented to the minds of intelligent freemen? Can 
the Soath, and will the North, longer bear this po- 
litica] shoffi ng with the rights and interests of each, 
as dear to them as lite itself, and upon a subject, 
too, pregnant with more evils than were contained 
in the “bex of Pandora.” We have been told— 
the South bas been told, that these were Northern 
resolutions, by men whose object was, perhaps, to 
dezoy the Sou'h into the ambush of Abolition:sts; 
while the Abolitionists were telling the people of the 
North that they were Southern resolutions, to decoy 
them there into the same ambush cf the Abolition- 
ists: the effects of the conjoint efforis of the two 
branches of this party, bave been to give encou- 
ragement and strength to the Abolitionists, asd to 
omote their unholy designs in every quarter of 
this Unicn. My Ged! sir, and will the South not 
understand this, until “Brennes knocks at the gates 
of Rome?” 


Mr. Speaker, I see now, by their looks, that my ` 


Southern friends, though of an opp: s.te party, be- 
gin to s:e the awful situation into wh'ch they 
bave placed themselves by this exiraordinary 
course. 

[Here there was somè interruption that tock p'ace 
in the House, which was in an under tone.] 

Mr. B. said, if any gentleman was dissatisfied 
with the truth of his remarks, let him retire—not 
sit and interrupt him in an under tone; Or, with 
the courage and honor of a gentleman, let him rise 
and tell him wherein he had offended. He surely 
had not intended to offend any gentleman, and 
never would do it except in s+lf-defence. 

He continued, the resolutions of Mr. ATHERTON 
had been pronounced to have been Northern reso- 
lutions by Southern men, and Scuthern resc}utions 
by Northern men, and this has been kept up by the 
party to operate on the igno:ant of both sections, 
and whch, ‘oa certain extent, has had its effect, 
by returning an additional number of Abolition:sts 
from the Norh, aud certain men from the South, 
to co-operate with them on the floors of Congress. 
These resolutions were the result of the must sober 
and grave deliberation of the whele Democratic 
party, both from the North and the South, and 
were originally drawn op by a Southern man, 
(Mr. Runerr of South Caro ina,] a Sou-hern man 
of stability, of ivflaence, of worth, and with cha- 
racer to lose—no bankrupt wilhout  perscnal 
interest in any section of the country, but one who 
has a deep personal interest in the very subject at 
issue. He drew the original resolutions, and 
which, after some verbal ajterations, were adopted 
by this House, and by a maj: rity of the Represen- 
tatives from both the siave and non s'avehoiding 
States. In the series of the five resolutions, t:e 
‘one ifred by Mr. Patton, under the instrections of 
an excusive Southern meeting, without regard to 
parties, and adoped without a dissenting vote 
frum the South at the last session, was inserted and 
contiined in the fi‘th resolution, almost verbatim, 
in substance identical, against which, however, 
when introduced by Mr. ATHERTON, there were 
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Southern men of the Whig party found to vote, 
and ovhers to denounce, as Norihern and hypoeri- 
tical, and refused to vote on them. Mr. ATHER- 
TON, sir, Was nominated to introduce these resolu- 
tions by a Southerner, Mr. Lewis from Alabama, 
waose fidelity:to the South, treachery itself will 
hardly assume the boldness to doubt. Such was 
the character of these resolutions, which politicians 
of the South, who act with Abdolitionists here, have 
pronounced hypocritical and Northern; while their 
‘Abolition friends at the North stigmatize them as a 
“gag law” to the Abotitionists, and a denial to them 
of the rght of petition; and this has been the sys- 
tematic mode pursued by both flanks of that party 
to effect their unholy purpose. 

Before I leave the journals of the last session, 
there is one more fact that I wish to advert to, and 
to which agaio I must entreat the altention of every 
man of both parties, who desire the fact in relation 
to this matier; and to this fact I would particularly 
call the attention of the.gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Borrs.] whose course divers so widely here 
from his predecessors upon this subject, and who, 
as a kind of apology, I will not say for the Aboli- 
ticnists, bat for his cours in preferring the recep- 
tion and a tefereace of these petitions, has said that 
there were not twenty Abolitionists in this House. 
I wish, sir, I could think with that gentlemen; but 
so far from it, I am coapelled, from the following, 
and preveding evidence, to believe that his ev imate 
is not more ‘hana fourth or fifth of ths number. 
On page 75 oi the same journals, sir, jou will find 
the tollowing records: - 

A motion was made hy Mr. Slade, that the rules in rela- 
tion to the order of business be suspended, to enable him to 
more a resolution, which was read at the Clerk’s table, as fol- 
9 Whereas, there exists, and is carried on, between the ports 
in the District of Columbia, and other ports ofthe United States, 
and under the sanction of the laws thereof, a trade in human 
beings, whereby thousands of them are annually sold and trans- 
ported from said District to distant paris of the country, in ves- 
sels belonging to citizens of the United States: 

Therefore, to the end that all obstacles to the consideration 
of this subject may be removed, and a remedy for the evil 
speedily provided: 


Resolved, That so much of the fifth section of the resolutions 
on the subject ofslavery. passed by this House on the Lith and 


12th of the present month, as relates to the removal of slaves | 


from State to State, and prohibits the action of this House, and 
every petition, memorial, resolution, or paper touching the 
same be, and hereby is, rescinded. 


And on the ques‘ion shall the rues be suspended 
for the purpo-e aforesaid, it passed in the negative — 
yeas 56, nays 147. 

Here are the yeas and nays, as recorded. 
A-neng the yeas there are but three solitary Demo- 
crats, of 56, leaving 53, then, a majority of the 
who e Whig pariy, who voted in favor cf Mr. 
Stape’s re-olution. 

Here, sir, is a fact more striking than any here- 
tofoie referred to. Here is a vote upon a proposi- 
tion direct—coming, too, from the leader cf the 
party, whose Abolitionism no one wi!l doubt, but a 
Southern Whig, whose object is to throw dust in 
the eyes of his own constituents, and to keep them 
blinded to the arts of the enemy, who seek to de- 
spoil them. Yes, sit; upon this vote every ‘dough 
faced Democrat” from the Norih, that voted,. (ex- 
cept three,) is recorded with the Suth, against this 
Abolition re-olution, offered by WiLLIaAM SLADE, 
cf Vermont, one of the most renowned Ab:iiion- 
ists in America. Will it be contended that there 
was no Abolitionism in that resclution? Was it not 
as faira vest question as could weil have been 
male in this House. 

And strange, sirenze to tell, we have seen and 
heard denounced, in the vilest and bitterest terms, 
by a Southern man, these very “dough-faced Demo- 
crats” who had the patriotism and firmness tc come 
up and vote down this resolution to rescae their 
country from the vortex of revolution and civil 
war. Will the South believe it, that there are men 
here, sent by herself to represent her interests, who 
are the first to rise in their places to denounce those 
who have dared toc me forward to lend and rest 
their all, and give her their aid in rejecting these 
most obnoxious measurcs, while those that have 
brought forward and sustained these measures by 
their votes, receive daily their most fulsome com- 
pliment} Sir, this is no fancy—it is history. 
They are facts recorded, and subject to be seen by 
all who-will examine. Is there nothing wrong in 
this? Is there in it nothing that should haunt the 
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consciences of men? But upon this itis no! my 
province to decide; it belongs to the peopie of the 
South, and to them I most cheerfully submit it. 

We have at length travelled through your jour- 
nals up to the present first session of the Twenty- 
sixth Congress, to the records of which I refer tor 
the evidence I pi opose to exhibit to prove that the ma- 
jority, not of the Northern wing of the Whig party 
only, but a majority of that party in this Flouse, in 
spite of their assertions that they are no Aboli- 
tionists, have invariably acted, aod do now act, 
with them on this floor, either as principals acces- 
saries, or coadjutors. I find the followirg record 
cf the proceedings on Monday, 13th of January, 
1840. An Abolition petition being presented by 
Governor Liscotn of Massachusetts, aod the 
question of its reception being ra:s d: 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cave JoHnson’s mo- 
tion to lay the question of reception on the table, and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 13], nays 68. 5 

I will not read the yeas, as it ix my purpose to 
show only the course of that party that has inva- 
riably favored the views of the Aboiitionisis here, 
and opposed the South upon every occasion. ‘Th's 
is the first question on which the parties divided, in 
which the sixty-eight took their stand for the Abo- 


‘ litionists, as follows: 


Nays—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Barnard, Biddle, 
Briggs, Brockway, Ansen Brown, Cathoun, Chittenden, Clark, 
James Coeper, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Davee, 
Edward Davies, Edwards, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
Fletcher, Gates, Giddings, Goode, Granger, Grinnell, Hall, W. 
S. Hastings, Henry, Hofiman, Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, 
Kempshall, Lawrence, Liace'n, Lowell, Marvin, Mitchell, Mor- 
gan, Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Peck, Randall, 
~andolph, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Edward Rogera, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Jolm Smith, Truman Smith, 
Storrs, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. 
Wagner, T. W. Williams, and Joseph L. Williams—68, 

Of this number there is but one Southern man, 
(a Whig,) and only six Northern Democrats, leav- 
ing sixty-one good horest Whigs, well known to be 
a ccns:derable majori y of their whole party united 
im the House. 

Tie next day, sir, January the 14ih, Mr. Cores 
of Virginia introduced his resolut.on, which is 
nearly a literal copy cf that of Mr. Par- 
ronof Virginia, waich I have before re-fer- 
red to, and which originated in an exclu- 
sive Svuthern mectirg of members here, with- 
out distinction of parties, and which was iniro- 
duced by Mr. Patron under their special instruc- 
tion, and which, on its presentation and ad ption, 
there was not a single Southern man of either paity 
to be found voting against, as is shown by the 
records containing the votes on iis pastage. 

Mr. B. then read as follows: 

Mr. Copes said he believed it was now in order for him to 
move an amendment to the 54th and 55th rules; and he would 
therefore submit the following, whieh he hoped would receive 
the favorable consideration of the House: 

All petitions, memorials, and papers, touching the abolition 
of slavery, or the buying, selling, or the tranferring of slaves in 
any Sate, District, or Territory of the United States, shall, 
npon their prex ntation, be laid on the table, without being de- 
bated, printed, rea l, or referred, and no further action whatever 
shall be had thereon.” 

Tis resolution, originating in a Southern mee 
ing exclosively, and intraluced by Mr. Pat- 
tun under the instructions of that meeting, against 
which, on i's adoption, not a Southern men voted, 
was now denounced by Southern Whigs, and on 
this floor, as hypveritical and treacherous, after, 
too, they had voted themselves for it. 

I read from the proceed.ngs of the House, said 
Mr. B. 

Mr. THompson of South Carolina moved to lay the amend 
ment on the table with a view ofotlering a substitute. 

Mr. Cross called for the yeas and nays. 

And alt-r the remarks of several members, and 
motions on order, calls of the House, the voie was 
taken on Mr. Cores’s resolution, offered as an 
amendment to the rules of the House, and it was 


on the table. 


The votes are as follows—yeas 102, nays 98: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon B. 
Anderson; Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Black, Bond, Briggs, 
Brockway, Anson Brown, Sampson H. Butler, Calhoun, Ca- 
sey, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Colquitt, James Cooper, Mark 
A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis; Cush- 
ing, Davee, Edward Davies, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Dillett, 
Edwards, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fisher, Fletcher, 
Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Goode, Granger, 
Graves, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, W. s5. Hastings, 
Henry, Hillen, Hoffman, Jamea, Charles Juhneton, Wm U. 
Johnson, Kempshall, Lawrence, Lincoln, Lowell, Marvin, 
Mitchell, Morgan, C. Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, QOahorne, 
Palen, Parmenter, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway,.R ussell, Saltonstall, 


rejected by Mr. THompson’s (Wh'g) motion to lay . 
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Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Sum- 
ter, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, John White, Thomas W. 
Wiliams, and Joseph L. Williams—102. | : 

Of these 102 that voted down this resolution, the 


name of every Northern Whig is recorded who 
yoted on the subject, making 63—9 Demoerats, 
leaving out the State Rights men—and 30 South- 
erners; making 102 yeas. This resolution, then, 
it is seen, was voted down, at last, by an entire 
Abolition Whig vote, constituting, within a small 
fraction, two-thirds of those that opposed its passage. 

Now, sir, let us examine 


the votes on the resolu- 


tion of the gentleman from South Carolina him- |. 


self, (Mr. Tuompsen,) to see how many ot his 
good Whig friends sustained him. I will read only 
the nays, to show the character of those whom the 
gentiemaa voted with, against Mr. Coz’s resola- 


tion. Here they are: 

Mr. Thompeon of Seuth Carolina handed to the Chair the 
following resolution, which was read for the information of the 
House, and moved a suspension of the ru ea, to enable him to 
offer it: 

Resolved, That upon the presentation of any memorial or 

tition praying for the abolition of slavery or the slave trade 
in any District, Territory, or State of the Union, and upon the 
presentation of any resolutien or other paper touching that 
subject, the reception of such memorial, petition, resolution, or 

per, shall be considered as objected to, and the question ofits 
reception shall be laid upon the table, without debate, er fur- 
ther action thereon. g 

Mr. Everett asked for the yeas and nays on the question. 

Mr. Adama moved the indefinite postponement of the motion 
to suspend the rules. 

The Cnam was of opinion that the motion of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts was not in order, because, if it prevailed, 
the effect would be that no motion to suspend the rules would be 
in order for the remainder of the session. 

Mr. BLacx asked if the motion of the gentlemen from South 
Caroliua, [Mr. TROMPSON, } lo suspend the rules, should prevail, 
if it would be in order for him to offer an amendment to the re- 
solution of that geatleman. 

The Cnam replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. BLacx said, that in that case he would offer an amend- 
ment. 

The question was then taken on the motion to suspend the 
rules, and it was lost, there not being two-thirds voting ia the 
affirmative—yeas 128, nays 77, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, Simeon H. Anderson 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Black, Black- 
well, Botis, Boyd, Brewster, Aaren V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, S. H. Butler, Wm. O. Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, 
William B. Campbell, Carroll, Carter, C apman, Chinn, Coles, 
Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cross, 

John Davis, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, De- 
berry, Dillett, Doig, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Fisher, Floyd, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Graham, 
Graves, Green, Griffin, Habersham, Hammond, John Hastings, 
Hil o Virgina Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, 
Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph 
Johnson, Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John.W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetier, Leet, Leonard, 
Lewis, Lucas, McUlellan, McCulloh, McKay, Marchand, Me- 
dill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, New- 
hard, Nisbet, Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Rayner, Rives, James 
Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Thomas Smith, Stanly, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Sweeny, 
Taliaferro, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, W. Thomp- 
son, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wag- 
ener, Warres, Watterson, Weller, Edward D. White, John 
White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, L. Williams, Christopher 
A, Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Worthington—128. 

Nava—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Baker, Barnard, 
Biddle, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, 
Casey, Chittenden, Clark, Clifford, James Cooper, Cranston, 

Edward Davies, Doan, Edwards, Ely, 
Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Gates, Giddings, Goode, Granger, 
Grinnell, Hand, William 8. Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, 
James, Chas. Johnston, Kempshall, Lawrence, Lincoln, Lowell, 
Mallory, Marvin, Mitchell, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Ogie, Osborne, Palen, Parish, Parmenter, Peck, Prentiss, Prof- 
fit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Albert Smith, John 
Smith, Truman Smith, Storrs, Swearingen, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Trumbull, P. J. Wagner, Thos. W. Williams, and Joseph L. 
Williams—77, 

Here are 77 who voted to reject the motion of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, ef which there 
are 62 good and trae Northern Whigs, and 14 De- 
mocrats; not one Nor:hern Whig voting for the 
motion of the gentleman from South Carolina; 
while itis sustained by the entire Democratic par- 
ty, except 14. One Whig from the South voted 
with the Whigs of the North. 


This motion-is from an enemy of the De- 
mocracy of beth the North and South; and, 
sir, how do they vote on it? They have 
marched up in a solid phalanx to sustain the 
gentleman's proposition on the subject of slavery, 
when not a single friend of his Whig brethren of 


Curtis, Cushing, Davee, 


‘the North has voted for his proposition, and he has _ 


had to rely so'ely upon the votes-of the Democrats 
to carry bis own proposition on this subject. Every 
Northern Whiz vote, that voted at all, is recorded 
against the motion: of the member from South Ca- 


rolina; while every Democrat, except 14, of both 


the North and: South; is recorded in its favor, 
17 
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that voted on the subject. Mark, sir, the coinci- 
dence: against the resolution of Mr. Corrs there 
were 63 Whigs from the North that voted; against 
the re_olution of the gentleman from Soath Caro- 
lina there are 62, and the other did not vote; the 
whole strength of the Northern Whig and Abolition 
party. Now, sir, can that gentleman want stronger 
evidence, or evidence more complete; that, though 
their bitter enemy, whenever he offers a proposi- 
tion against the Abolitionists, he is compelled to 


rely for its support on the Democrats; yes, sir, and | 


Northern Democrats too? There is the evidence 
before him; not one of his brother Whigs from the 
North has deigned to touch hfs proposition aga‘n-t 
the petitions of the Abolitionists, while the Demo- 
crats have come up like men, and sustained a pro- 
position coming, as they knew it did, from their 
enemy. Had it come trom a different source, my 
life on it, the proposition would have gotten a 
stronger vote. Will the gentleman communicate 
these facts to his c-nstituen's? 

Now, sir, one word to that gentleman and his 

party to the South, whe profess to be opposed to 
the movements of the Abolitionists. lask them, if 
they are sincere in believing it a subject of vital in- 
terest to the South, paramount to all pthers, how 
can they longer, after the exhibition of such proofs, 
remain in the ranks of a party, a majority of 
which, it has been shown by the clearest and most 
incentestable evidence, is deadly hostile to the 
dearest interest of that people, whom they pro- 
fess 10 represent here? Sir, I have shown the 
records; they do not lie. They will not, they 
dare not, be disputed. Then how can gen- 
tlemen get over them? What apology have 
they to make to their constituents of the South for 
acting with a party that has been so uniformly 
against them upon every question effecting so 
deeply their most vital interests, and would aid in 
the annihilation of th® very institutions under 
which they live? What will that insulted people 
say to those who have stood up here, day af- 
ter day, and abused, vilifed, and denounced the 
only men from the North whe ha the courage to 
defy the Abclitionits, and come forward to rescue 
their country from revolution and civil war; while 
on the other hand, they were denounced here be- 
fore our faces, when voting on Mr. CoLE’s resolu- 
tions, as white Southern slaves to the North, and 
were ordered to be brovght in, and by ah Aboli- 
tionist, too, sir, here, before out eyes, in the hear- 
ing of us ail. 

[Here a personal altercation took place between 
Messrs, Bynom and Peck, out of which grew se- 
veral mctions and a debate, which several engaged 
in, as published before.] 

‘After come further explanations by Mr. Peck, 
Mr. B. continued : I regret, exceedingly, having a 
personal difficulty with any geleman; I had stu- 
diously avoided makirg a single personal allusion, 
until called on and forced into it by questions that 
had been propounded to me, and had hoped it had 
been put at rest, after what had transpired. Sir, 
the language upon which I had “predicated my re- 
marks which was taken to be offensive, I will read 
from the proceedings, as recorded in the reports of 


Janvary 13th, and which has Bot been contradict- }{ 


ed to this day: I find in them these words, viz: 

Mr. Peck moved for a call of the House; there were some 
Northern slaves there, he said, whom he wanted to be eman- 
cipated. Mr. P. then called for the yeas and nays on his mo- 


sy &., 

gain: : 7 
Mr. Peck moved a call ofthe House, but subsequently with- 
drew it. We have, said he, some refugee slaves from the 


North, that I wish brought in. 
Now, sir, can any man be ata loss to know to 


whom this language was” appliei? Was it not 
made directly to-those patriotic Democrats, Mr. 
ATHERTON and others from the North, who had 
dared to vote with the South upon this great ques- 
tion of Abolition ? and who have the moral cour- 
age tə stand up against the denunciations of the 
Abolitionists, both on this floor and off of it?—stig- 
matized too, as they have been, by the most treath- 
erous spirits of the Sovth? Yes, sir, these are the 
men whom [have shown, by the votes of the House, 
that the South has ever had to rely on for 
sapport on this question, and who have come for- 
Ward in a solid phalanx to our aid; while 
the entire vote of the Northern Whigs hag been 
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cast dead agaiast us, without anexception, scarcely, 
on every occasion; without whose assistance (the 
Democrats, I mean,) the South could never have 
carried a {mgle measure on this subject; and, sir, 
let the subject come up agan, in any form or shape, 
and, my life upon it, they wiil be the only support 
that we will get from the North. If they do not 
come te our rescue, the South is undone, so far as her 
rights are observed here; and a revolution, a bloody 
revolution will be inevitable. I then implore these 
gentlemen from the South to reflect upon the in- 
justice they do their own section of country, in de- 
nouncing the only party in this House that they 
can expect the least assistance from; the want of 
gratitude that they are guilty ef to them, and the 
treason that they commit by such conduct to the 
whole South; I will not say intentionally, but the ru- 
inous and destructive effects ef it will be identically 
the same. . . 

Sir, the course pursued by the two parties on 
this momen'ous subject, is big with the fate of the 
Republic, and time, I fear, will but too soon de- 
monstrate the fact. The great question at issue 
is beyond party catering, as its discussion is above 
all personalities; it looks to higher objects; and 
blink it as yoa may, it persisted in, must soon re- 


solve itself into a question of peace or war—a war, 


perhaps, the most desolating that has ever afflicted 
the human race; and I now say to géntlemen, be~ 
ware how you play with lighted torches over this 
magazine of gunpowder. 

-{ have n: w shown, I think, to the satisfaction of 
every mind that is willing to be satisfied, that so 
far asthe action of this House has taken place, 
the whole Whig party from the noh-slave- 
holding States have acted and co-operated through- 
out, on every occasion, nearly, with the Abolitionists 
on this floor, and in fact, if they are not the Abo- 
litionists or coadjutors of that party here, there are 
none such in existence; and if proofs plainer, more 
indisputable, more conclusive, are wanting to esta- 
blish the fact, it is folly to attempt the pro- 
duction of further evidence to the human mind. 
@ir,I am ready to admit, I am unlike the honora- 
ble member from Virginia, who declared the 
o'her day that he did not believe that there 
were twenty Abolitionists on this - floor, al- 
though it is avery different s‘ntiment from what 
has heretofore fallen from that wing of the party. 
Tam sorry to admit the fact, that my experience 
fer years here has brought me toa very different 
conclusion. Iam fully satisfied in my own mind, 
that in the Democratic party—and none are more 
sorry that it is so—there are from five to ten 
members here tinctured. with Abolitionism, and 
from the same kind, though much stronger evi- 
deace, it is my conscientious and solemn conviction, 
that there are from 65 to 75 Abolitionists in the 
‘Whig party that now hold seats on this floor; and 

think 1 have shown, if deeds give character to 
men or parties, that a majority of that whole party 
in this House, from both South and North, 
if not open Abelitionists, covertly act with 
them upon every occasion. These are facts, I 
know, that are unpleasant to be’ known to some; 
but, sir, it is the duty of a faithful representative 
to make them known, and particularly at this 
time, to the Southern portion of the people of this 
country, who are alone so deeply interested ia this 
subject. I should feel recreant, Mr. Speaker, and 
guilty of the highest treason to their interest,to con- 
ceal longer facts from them, so manifest, clear, 
and convincing to my mind, from any earthly con- 
siderations of a party nature. Hence it has been 
my sole purpose to present facts, and net argu- 
ments, that the people themselves might make 
their own commentary, and from whieh to draw 
their own conclusions. I now close the evidence 
founded upon the indisputable records of this 
House, and submit it to this House, the people of 
this country, and the world, to decide what. party 
in this House, and how. far they have identified 
themselves with the Abolitienists. : 

I will now: proceed to show, from evidence eX- 
ternal of this body, a farther co-operation and 
Sdentification of the Northern and Western branch 
of the Whig party with thore of the Abol:ton- 
ists, and will, in the first place, call the attention 
of the House tọ journals of the Benate, first ses- 
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sion, Twenty-fourth Congress, page 266. it is 
well known that the grounds upon which the 
admission of Arkansas in the Union was oppos: d, 
was im consequence of her recognising the inst:tu- 
tion of slavery in her Constitution. I find, on 
this page, April 4ih, the proceedings in that body, 
body follows: 

The bill for the admission of the State of Arkansas into the 
Union, and to provide for the execution of the laws of the 
United States within the same, and for other purposes, having 
pean reported by the committee correctly engrossed, was rea: 
a third time. 


On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was determined in the 
affirmative—yoas 31, nays 6. 

On motion of Mr. Bucuanan, the yeas and nays 
being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 
those who voted io the affirmative are: 

Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuth- 
bert, Ewing of Ilinois, Ewing of Ohio, Grundy, Hendricks, 
Hill, Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, 
McKean, Mangum, Moere, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Preston, 
Rives, Robison, Ruggles, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, 
White, and Wright. 

Nava—Mesers, Clay, Knight, Porter, Prentiss, Robins, Swift 
—all six Whig. 

The iwo Whig Senators from Massachusetts 
not voting—in fact, not a Whig Senator 
irom New England veting for it, while eve- 
ry Democratic Senator from New England 
voted for the bill. Do these votes nct ım- 
port something of the character of pariies more 
potent than arguments or professions? Sir, they 
are matters of record not to be denied; or shall we 
be told it was all the result of accident merely? 
No, sir; no sir; itis not the character of accidents 
to occur with such systematic uniformity. Hence, 
then, you find in both bodies a systematic co-ope- 
ration of one party with all the plans and objects 
of the Abolitionis's; and as systematic co-operation 
of the other party of the North with the South in 
opposition to them and their fanatic, ruinous, and 
destructive schemes. It is well known what inte- 
rest the Abolitionists took, at that time, in having 
the admission of the State of Arkansas rejected, on 
account of its being a slaveholding Sate. : 

A corresponding move to this was made in the 
House of Representatives, June 13th, journals same 
date, 1003, after a motion was made by 
Mr. Lincotun of Massachusetts, May 26h, page 
886, to amend a motion of Mr. Rozertson of Vir- 
ginia, in these words: tand to.receive memorials 
relating to the admission of Arkansas into the 
Union.” 

The bill passed, however, on the 13th of Jane, 
page 1002, by the following vote: yeas 143, nays 52. 
‘The nays, for the information of the Hou-e and 
the country, I will read, to demonstrate, if possible, 
still more conclusively, the uniform, systematic, 
co-operation and iden! ification of that branch of the 
‘Whig party with the Abolitionists in all their com- 
bined attacks upon Southern institut‘ors. 

Those who voted against the bi:l are: 

Messrs. Joho Q. Adams, Heman Allen, Joseph Anthony, 
Jeremiah Bailey, William K. Bend, Nathaniel B. Berden, 
George Brigge, William B. Calhoun, Timothy Childs, William 
` Clark, Joseph H. Crane, Samuel Mason, Jonathan McCarty, 
Thomas M. T. McKennan, Mathias Morris, James Parker, 
Dutee J. Pearce, Caleb Cushing, Edward Darlington, Harmer 
Denny, George Evans, Horace Everett, Philo C. Fuller, George 
Grinnell, jr. Hiland Hall, Gideon Hard, James Harper, Abner 
Hazeltine, Stephen C. Philips, David Potts, jr. John Reed, 
David Russell, William Shinn, William Slade, Joseph Hen- 
derson, William Heister, Samuel Hoar, Wiiliam Jackeon, 
Henry F. Jones, Benjamin Jones, John Laporte, ABBOT 
LAWRENCE, George W. Lay,Levi Lincoln, Thomas C. Love, 

John Thomson, Joseph R. Underwood, Samuel F. Vinton, 

Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams. * 

Of the fifty-two who voted in the negative, there 
are but six Democrats, the remainder, forty-six 
‘Whigs, a majority of the who’e party then ia Con- 
gress, that voted. Upon the charceter of the parties 
in relation to this measure, of this and the other 
House, upon this evidence, I leave the country to 
judge. 

I would now refer the House, in farther corro- 
boration of that for which I have contended, to the 
Senate journals of the first session of the Twenty- 
fourth Congress, page 400, June 3. It is well 
known that General Jackson, at the commence- 
ment of that session, in his message, called the at- 
tention of Congress to the circulation of incendiary 
publications through the mails. In accordance 
with which, Mr. Gronpy, then Senator from Ten- 
nessee, brought in his famous bill to prevent the 

circulation of those incendiary publications, &c.; 
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which, on the question, “Shall tbis bill te ¢n- 
grossed and read a third time,” it was decided in 
the affirmative—it being a tie vote, 18 to 18, Mr. 
Van Buren, the then Vice President, voting in ta- 
vor of the bill. Against this bill, te it known, 
every single Whig Senator from the non-slavehold- 
ing States voted, who voted on the question. 

Page 416, June the 9ih, this bill was taken up 
again, and put upon its final passage, and rejected 
by two Southern votes, (Whigs,) c ming in and 
voting against it, (Messrs. Crittenden and Leigh,) 
and Mr. Goldsborough, (Whig,) who had voted 
for it before, changing his vote against it, who, 
with Mr. Clay, made four Whig votes from the 
slaveholding States that voted against the bill— 
enough to have carried it by a triumphant majori- 
ty, had they voted with the South, notwithstanding 
there was not a Whig Senator from the North that 
voted for the bill. To these facts I earnestly ca'l 
the most serious atteation of eve:y Southern man, 
whe'her he be Whig or Democrat. 

Now, sir, if the South, which has been most 
egregiously abused by dissimulatioa and various 
misreprecentations on this subject, will but ex- 
amine these facts, and weigh them, as it is their 
most solema duty to do, it is impossib'e that they 
can be longer deceived. Here, but for the deser- 
tion in a certain quarter of the Southern represen- 
tation, they ccu'd have obtained all the security 
they asked against the efforts of these incendiary 
fanatics, and the facts upon the records that I 
hold in my hand, must ever establish it, so long as 
the history of this glorious Republic is preserved. 
Bat I forbear a further commentary, as my object 
is the presentation of the facts, and leave it to 
ihe people, the country, the world, to make their 
own commentaries; and here will I leave the 
scenes and doings of the Senatorial chamber, how- 
ever much more might be said in confirmation of 
the positions I have taken.* 

Mr. Speaker, it may be seen by the recent votes 
of this body how steadily the ranks of thoze who 
act against us here, in co-operation with the Abo- 
litionists, have been increased, and I feel it my 
duty toask your attention fora few momenis to 
that part of this subject. [is history, sir, is per- 
fectly clear and intelligible; and no man has marked 
its progress more than I have. Let it not be for- 
gotten, when the House first took its stand upon 
this question, and there was a test made witb those 
gentlemen who co-eperated here with the Aboli- 
titionists, their numbers ranged from foriy to torty- 
five. This number was about their voteon Mr. 
Pinckney’s re olutions, The next session their 
vote on Mr. Patton’s resolution was sixty. This 
increase was the result of Whig vic'ories 1a Obio, 
Indiana, New Jersey. Mr. Atherton’s resolutions 
were decided on, by the same Congress, and with 
the same result, or thereabouts. Ia the present, 
which is the Twenty-sixth Congress, by the success 
of the Whig party ia New York and Connecticut, 
by which they have gained seventeen members, 
notwithstanding their lossin Ohio, Indiana, and 
lilinois, amounting to some eight or ten, they have, 
by these Whig successes, increased their number 
in this Congress up to about seventy votes. Sir, 
it cannot be denied that the strength of the Abelt- 
tionists, or those that sustain them, has been in- 
creased precisely in proportion to the increase of 
the Whig party in the non-slaveholding States. 
Look, sir, at the vetes already of the eleven ad- 
ditional Whigs from New York? Look at the 
six additional Whig votes from Connecticut? Have 
they teen with us cna single occasion? No, sir, 
no; and, my life upon it, there is no: one of them 
that will vole against your Abclition petitions in 
any shape or form. As yet, notone has at- 
tempted it. 

Sir, this is the trae and infallible history of this 
subject, that must and will be known to the people 
of the South. This is the secret that should alarm 
every man to the Sonthor North, who can be 
alarmed, in relation to the course that may be pur- 
sued’ here on this subject. This it is that must 
give alarm to every man to the North, that hasone 
sacred spark of love remaining in his breast for 
the holy union of these States, and the liberties of 
our people. This it is, and you can conceal it no 
longer with false professions here, that stimulates 
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aud gives encouragement to those fanatic spirits, 
to go on and persevere in their unholy crusade 
against the peace, the safety, and rights of our 
people, 

Sir, I ask, and demand to know, what one Whig 
victory has taken place in any of the nen-slave- 
helding States within the last six or eight years, 
th it has not enured ta the benefit of the Abolition- 
ist? Not one—not one can be shown or pointed 
to: and can it be possible that any man can b lieve 
that the Abolitioni.sts are not aware of these facts? 

Every man, every American, should know im- 
mediately, and without delay, from what source 
this excitement is kept up by these fanatics—from 
what party their expectations emanate, and are 
cherished. It is due to all sections of the country 
that this thing should be known, and that these 
men should be exposed from the housetops, in the 
streets, and on the public highways. ‘fhe ques- 
tion is assuming an attitude too awful longer to be 
dal.ied with, for the gratification, in the promotion 
of artful, designing, and treacherous politicians, 
and the creatures of men, who cannot look to re- 
sults beyond an only petty personal aggrandise- 
ment. 

But, sir, we have been told, and our understand- 
ings insulted, if the authors themselves knew better, 
that all this struggle is fer the right of petition, and 
fur ihe want of their being replied to. But fer per- 
sonal respect towards those honorable gentlemen 
who use such, I would say, how ridiculous the idea! 
when you take a view of the facts in relation to 
the whole subject! We are further told that they 
want reasons advanced to them, and they demand 
that their petitions be replied to. Sur, to a novice, 
such idle assertions might bear with them a faint 
plausibility, which must disappear instantly before 
the approach of the fac's. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what are the facts in rela- 
tion tosuch excuses for the requirement of the Aboli- 
tionists? Had we not an able and voluminous re- 
port made on this subj: ct, under the celebrated re- 
solutions of Mr. Pinckney? Had this House not 
that report published for the benefit of the coun- 
try, and circulated by the members, who desired to 
arrest the progress of the incendiaries? Were not 
reasons and arguments set forth in those documents 
the most forcible and convincing, endorsed, too, 
sir, by a most overwhelming majority of Congres-? 
Have I not shown, sir, the various votes upon the 
resolutions with which that report terminated? 
How, then, does this fact tally with the complaint 
that they have not been argued with and reasoned 
with, asa tational people? Sir, the whole com- 
plaint, let me tell gentlemen, is a mere fabrication, 
and is false in point of fact, as has been shown by 
your journals. The luminous and able report of 
Mr. Pinckney was made May 18th, 1836, of the 
first session of the Twenty-fourth Congress, report 
No. 69!, which dispels at once the idle pretence 
that Abolitionis's only want to be reasoned with to 
be satistied of the enormity of their projects. 

Again, sir, the speech of Mr. Calhoun, in the 
Senate, made April 12th, 1836, was replete with 
ihe most powerful arguments and reasons, setting 
forth the injustice and utter impracticability of the 
execution of the désigns of these deluded fanatics. 

Again: he made a report on the same topic, em- 
bracing the whole grounds of Abolitionism, and 
expostulated upon the medness and folly of their 
attempts—a report now to be found in Senate do- 
ati 118, first session Twenty-fourth Congress, 
vol. 2. 

How now stand the grounds taken here by the 
honorable gent’emen from Massachusetts and New 
York, [Messrs. Apams, Monrer, GrancEr, and 
Hount?] How square their arguments with the 
facts that have occurred in relation to this matter? 
Not less baseless than a vision Sir, they have 
been argued with, remonstrated with, entreated 
and implored, to cease their unwarrantable and 
impracticable, though fiendish schemes against the 
peace and Union of these States; and no man can 
be guiltless, in fact, of the atrocity of their crimes, 
who would act here the part of their apologists. 
But it may be said that these arguments emanated 
from a source in which they had no confidence. 
Then, sir, I refer you to another, from a sou:cé 
in which, for many years, they have pro 
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è fidence. of the evilof slavery, and the safety of immediate and entire tion thereof, shall, on presentation thereof, WITHOUT ANY 
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Have gentlemen forgotten -the spe o e the Chrictian church constitutes that organized || BLE, WITHOUT BEING PRINTED, DEBATED OR RE- 


the distinguished Senator from Kentucky, 
made during the last session of Congress, 
and which was pronounced by his partisans 
to have been the most maste: ly effort of his life, 
which was published and republished in nearly 
every State in the Union? Will those who apolo- 
gize an» co-operate here with the Abolitionists now 
say that there were no arguments nor reasons con- 
tained and set furth in that speech to them * Why, 
sir, to what have we arrived? In the very face of 
these most lucid and convincing arguments and 
addresses, which have not been attempted to be 
answered nor refuted, (for they are truly unanswer- 
able and irrefutable,) gentlemen are found here, 
yes, sir, with courage, too, have they, of a kind; to 
teil as that the Abolitionists only want reasoning 
and arguing with; as yet they have not had argu- 
ments and reasons in answer to their petitions. 
Sir, can credulity itself coffide in such declara- 
tions? Do gent!emen, who make them, believe in 
them? Or is it intended merely to soothe the way 
for the Abolitionists to screen them from the oblo- 
quy that attaches it-elf to their real designs? Or is 
it intended to lall to sleep those innocent men and 
women to the South, who have so much at stake 
in the issue now pending, not only before us, but 
the world. 

Bat what to my mind is most singular, those 
who would apologize for the Abolitionists, advance 
reasons in extenua ion of their conduct, the Aboli- 
tionists contradict by their own showing. While 
their friends here are trying to beguile the public, 
and get up a panic abont the right of petition, (a 
thing about which I do not imagine any two men 

in the House differ in the main, ) the Abolitionists 
themselves are putting forth very different doctrines 
athome Nota word about the right of petition 
do they speak; they know too well itis used only 
as an auxiliary, not as a principal object with them. 

I ho'd in my hand the annual report of the Anti- 
slavery S»ciety in Maise. I read from their pro- 
ceedings. Hear them, and learn what they say 
they are conteading for. They say: 

Numerous petitions are now flowing in, praying the Legis- 
lature to pass resolutions, affirming the right of Congress to 
abolish slavery andthe slave trade in the District and in Florida, 
and to prohibit the slave trade between the States; also, against 
the annexation of Texas or the admission of any new slave 
State into the Union. 

The evils of slavery ina political and economical point of view, 
enormous as they are, are utterly insignificant, when compared 
with those of a moral and religious nature. The committee 
cannot, therefore, but regard with deep interest the movements 
of the different religious bodiesin relation to the cause of the 
aive. 

It cannot far a moment be doubted, that it is in the power of 
the Southern chureh, understanding by this profession the great 
body of professed Christians at the South, to bring about the 
speedy termi :ation of slavery. We speak rot in exaggerated 
terms when we say, that the Southern church holds in h r 

hands the keys of the great prison house of American bondage. 
She may, when she pleases, open the doors, and break the 
chains ef the captives. 

Asa general fact, Southern church members are holders of 
slaves. Yea, even from their own brethren in Christ, they with- 
hold the lamp of life, deny them marriage as a legal right, con- 
sign them over to concubinage or indiscriminate Prostitution, 
sell for gain the image of their Lord, and make merchandise of 
the purchase of His blood. 

Southern Christians and Christian ministers stand in the front 
rank of the apologists of slavery, side by side with the Cal- 
houns, Harpers, and McDouffies of the South. They come out, 
with their Bibles in their hands, for its defence. They torture 
the writings of the prophets and apostles in its support. 

The solitary individual, who may, at the South, bear his testi- 
mony against its giant iniquity, may be laughed down as a poor 
deluded fanatic, as a miserable specimen of moon-struck huma- 
nity; or he may be subjected to the inflictions of the code Lynch, 
or, in accordance with Senator Preston’s murderous threat, be 
hang upon the gallows. But this cannot be done with the whole 

_ Here, sir, are some of their resolutions. See, 
sir, how much they complain of the right of peti- 
tion, or of any trespass thereon: 


1. Whereas God has said, loose the bands of wickedness, un- 
do the heavy burdens, break every yoke, and let the oppressed 
go free; and whereas the chains which American slavery has 
forged, are bands of wickedness, the burdens this system has 
bound on men’s necks are heavy, and the. yoke it has put on 
men’s necks is grievous to be borne; and asthe Christian church 
is deeply stained with the blood of souls murdered by the de- 
mon of slavery, 

_ Resolved, That it is the duty of the Christian church to pu- 
rify herself from this foul blot, by discussing the subject, by pe- 
tittoning Congress for its abolition, by praying fervently ta the 
Father of mercies to crown these Jabors with success, by a firm, 
unyielding zeal, in every constitutional manner, to endeavor to 
correct public sentiment at the North, and convince the South 
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body, through which the light of heaven iè reflected upon this 
dark world; Therefore, 

Resolved, Thatitis the solemn duty ofall its members, and 
especially of all its ministers, to cry aloud and spare not against 
the system of slavery as existing in the United States, a system 
of legalized theft, robbery, adultery, and murder; and that they 
should never hold their peace, till (his fou! biot is washed eut of 
our American soil. . 

3. Resolved, That the house of God is a suitable and very 
appropriate place for the friends of weeping humanity to spea 
out for the dumb, and plead the cause of the oppressed; There- 
fore, we consider it anti-Republican and anti-Christian for any 
religious society or church to close their house of wor- 
ship against the discussion of the heaven daring sia of 
slavery. g g 

I pray those peace-loving gentlemen to give me 


their attention, while I read the following, and say 
whether, and how far, they are the coadjutors of 
those who put forth these doctrines. To this I in- 
voke, too, the attention of the whole South, and 


ask them to weigh it. Says this report: 

‘Whether the volcanic fires over which the South is now slum- 
bering shall he quenched, e : N } 
may, at any moment, shake our social fabric to its foundations, 
pe removed, the overflowing fountain of disunion and civil dis- 
cord dried up—whether at the North we shall be released from 
our obligations to fight the battle of despotism at the South, and 

ur out our hearts’s blood in a cont: oversy, 19 which, in the 
language of Jefferson, the Almighty has no attribute that can 
take part with us-—whether, as a natiqn, we shall be exalted by 
righteousness in the emancipation of our three millions of 


the elements of a convulsion which | 


slaves, or presevering in oppression, perish, under plagues ` 


more intolerable than those that laid waste slaveholding Egypt, 
the star of our country’s glory going down in oceans of blood— 
compared with this, the question of Bank or no Bank, Sub-Trea- 
sury or no Sub-Treasury, dwindles into utter insignificance. 

What is mentioned about the sight of petition in 
all this? These ate declarations of the Abe'ition- 
ists themselves, more honest even than their apo- 
logists here, wko fabricate excuses for their con- 
duct, that they make not themselves. Here they 
have told, in no equivocal terms, what they aim 
at, what they desi e, and what they are determined 
to effect with their blood, their treasure, their all— 
and he who would longer conceal these facis from 
the South, is traitorous to every interest that she 
holds sacred upon this earth. Let all men look at 
his. This is the first declaration of their war. 
Let no man be deceived; it is in their own lan- 
guage, which admits of no equivocation or pallia- 
tion. 

But again hear them, in which they speak of the 
action of this House and its members, and how 
they speak of the right of petitition—not, however, 


as an object in view: 

The evident failure of the, justly so called, infamous resolu- 
tion of Mr. Patton, to effect the ebjects proposed in its adoption, 
had led to the hope, that a similar outrage upon the humanity 
of the country, and the sacred right of petition, would not again 
be repeated in Congress. This hepe, hewever, has failed. On 
the 12ch of December last, a series of resolutions were pre- 
sented in the House of Representatives by Mr. Atherton, a 
Northern man with Southern principles, from New Hamp- 
shire, embodying some of the most objectionable principles of 
the pro-slavery resolutions adopted by the Senate at its session 
the preceding year, and terminating with a repetition of the gag 
resolution of r. Patton, 


. * r 


Up to this period, the South had been content herself to fur- ` 


nish the leaders, in the infamous war upen the Constitution and 
the rights of the citizens of the free Btates, in support of her 
peculiar institution. At the present session of Congress, how- 
ever, her tactics were changed. Instead of her own Pinckneys, 
and Hawses, and Pattons, she pushed forward, as the ostensi- 
ble leader in her nefarious enterprise, one of her white servants 
of the North, the dough-faced representative from New 
Hampshire. s 

Here is where the. epithets of the dough-faced 
Representative from New Hampshire had its origin, 
which has been used so much to effect a common 
purpose by certain individuals to the South, to aid 
in killing off, by degrading them, the only friends 
that the South has had, who dare come forward 
from the North and take an open and bold stand in 
favor of the peace, the union of the States, and the 
rights of the South. This is the language of the 
Abolitionists, that Sou'hern men have ever ven- 
tured to use here; losing sight of all respect for 
the South, by mouthing the janguage ef her vilest 
enemies in denunciation of those who had dared to 
step forward in her defence, in common with our 
whole country. . 

In alluding to the resolutions of Mr. Atherton, 
here is what the Abolitionists themselves say. 
I commend it to Southern ears, who have de- 
nounced them in such bitter terms, and their au- 
thors: 

The fifth resolution, h 
is the gag; and is substantially 
ing one of Mr. Patton. | At declares 
rial, resolution, proposition, or paper, 
any way or to any extent whatever, to 


te which others are merely preliminary, 
the same with the correspond- 
thatevery petition, memo- 
touching or relating, in 
slavery or the abeli- 


aor 


FERRED. 

Yes, sir, this is what the Abolitionists themselves 
say of the resolutions introduced into this House, 
the last sexsion, by Mr. Atherton, and which have 
been denounced as Abolition deugh-faced resolutions 
by other gentlemen of the South, enough, sir, to 
make any Seuthein man blush, who has thus 
adopted the language of these Aboliticnists. 

But letus hear more from this source. Says 
that report, alluding to Mr. Atherton, and those 
Northern Democrats that voted with him: 


The namesof the recreant sens of New England, who re- 
sponded “aye” to this infamous resolution, will be had in last- 


: ing remembrance—they will be remembered with the contempt 


due to their base servility, and violation of Republican princi- 


ples, in the insane and wicked effort to prop up, for a litle Jon- 


ger, the failing fabric of Southern despotism. Verily, they 


— 


shall have their reward. 

Such, sir,is the manner in which these men 
have been assailed by the Abolitionists, who have 
dared to step forward and save your Constitution— 
preserve ycur Union, and avert from your nation 
the heavy curse of a civil and desolating war. 

Hear again their avowals: 

It is due to the slave, that we sever at once this link of his 
chain; that we give to his cause all the benefit which may ac- 
crue from a free, unrestrietedfcommercial intercourse with 
Hayti. It is due to ourselves, to spare no effort to prevent the 
powers of Congress from being longer perverted tothe support 
ofa system, which is at once our curse and our reproach, 

The matchless resolution of Mr. Atherton failed te reach the 
petitions for the recognition of Haytian independence. This 
year, they are referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
to be respectfully laid up in “monumental security.” uey 
will see the light at the next session of Gongress,if Abolition- 
ista are faithful to their high trusty 

Noeccurrence in the history oi the anti-slavery enterprise, 
has produce? adeeper sensation, or sent msre consternation 
into the ranks of our enemies, than the determination recently 
evinced by Abolitionists to carry their principles to the polls. 

The effort to sumain sl very is the same, at the North and 
at the South. It is an effort to shut out light; to silence reason; 
to stifle conscience; to quench the living fire of sympathy iu 
the human soul. It is an effort to stay the onward march of 
liberty, to arrest the progress of civilization, to frustate the 
plans and purposes of Jehovah for the intellectual and moral 
elevation of the whole greatfamily of man. 

In sucha contest, who can doubt which way the victory wil! 
turn? Whatever advantages the slaveholding power may oc- 
casionally gain, its destruction is sure. The days of slavery, 
with ita chains, its whips, its tears ef blood, are numbered. To 
hasten its downfall, is worthy out highest efforteas men, as pa- 
triota, as Christians. Let us then consecrate ourselyes anew 
to this great work, ; s“ 

Now, Mr. Speaker, how different are these sen- 
timents coming from the Abolitionists themselves; 
from those that we hear on this floor; from their 
friends? What liwle is said, or seems to have been 
thought by them, of the danger of the right of peti- 
tion? : 

They do vot intimate even a design to confine 
their efforts to the District of Columbia. No: they 
take bolder ground; they strike at once at the States 
and their institutions, in defiance of your Consti- 
tuion or your Union. Why, then, amuse usabout 
your right of petiion? Why this shallow pretenee, 
this idle artifice, but to deceive and dupe the South, 
until you gain more strength to take higher 
grounds? Sir, I protest against your whole batch 
of false issues, either here or before the people of 
the North or the South. The whole object of the 
incendiaries is unconstitutional abolition, and which 
can be effected only by waging the most bloody 
civil war that the world ever saw. It capnot.be 
done by deception or tricks practised on us by the 
priesthood. The age is too enlightened to yield to 
such arts; and to carry out their projects, men 
must cast up the cests, and prepare at once to 
meet it—the number of lives, the millions upon 
millions of treasures to be spent, and the rivers of 
blood that mast flow before its accomplishment. 
But I will not indulge farther in calamities no less 
prospective than disastrous. 

I. now read from the same document a revela- 
tion that is portentous, to which I call the particu- 
lar attention of Kentuckians, and which is as fol- 


-lows: 


The effort of Mr. Van Buren te conciliate. 
to the spirit of slavery, the vote of the South, 
the speech of Mr. Clay, delivered in the United States Benate 
since the presentation of this report. In this speech, Mr. Clay 
denounces the Aboliti=nista in severe terme; brings reste 
his peculiar and forcible language, the stereotyped objections 
against the antislavery movement, lays down the rege 

- principle that “that is pro: which the law makes Pro. 
perty,” and upon the groun: of necessity, the tyrant's piea, e- 
fends the eternal enslavement of the colored race in our jand. 
On sitting down, after this effort for the perpetuation of a eys- 
temp of outrage and wrong; the most inexcusable, as well ag the 
Hee detestable that the sun has yet shone upon, Mr. Clay re- 
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eived the congratulations of the arch Nullifier and defender 
of “the most glorious inatitution,” John C. Calhoun, for having 
given the deathblow to Abolition. If judgment is not turned 
backward, the blow will be death w his own prospee/s of win- 
ning the lendid prize at which he is aiming; and to secure 
which he , inthis pro-slavery effort, fixed an indelible 
stigma upon Ais own reputation. One thing is now certain, 
if there could have been a doubt before—the sacred cause of 
impartial liberty, tho cause of three millions of the enslaved in 
our country, has nothing:to hope from Henry Clay. He stands 
before the world its unblushing, uncompromising opponent. 

Here, sir, is the clue to tke late results at Harris- 
barg. Here, sir, isthe delaration iu advance, of 
the doom of that distinguished man of the West. 
Here is the prophecy—here the sentence passed; 
and has not the execution been inflicted? J am no 
partisan of Henry Clay, and have no complaints to 
make of any injustice that may have been dore 
him as a politician— I myself am not aggrieved by 
it; but asa matter of history, connected with im- 
portant events, I have a right, in common with all 
mankind, to speak of ıt in illustration of whatever 
facts may be connected with the transactions of the 
times, which I do in despite of the snarlings of the 
envious, or of the approbation or disapprobation of 
the treacherous. 


But, I have said that the facts revealed by what 
I have just read, were portentous. 


Mark, Mr. Speaker, this prophecy from this 
Abolition paper in alluding to Mr. Clay’s speech 
against Abolition—“ the blow will be death to his 
own prospects of winning the splendid prize at wh'ch 
he is aiming.” Sir, what prize is here alluded to but 
the Presidency? Does any deny it? And why 
was this “ death blow to his prospects of winning 
the splendid prize’—can there be a mistake in it? 
Because he was against Abolition. Let it be re- 
membered that this declaration and prediction was 
made bat a few weeks after the delivery of this 
speech. What hes been the history of that 
sect since? Have they not persevered in the 
most systematic manner to bring about this 
“death blow fo the prospects of winning 
the splendid prize?” Have you not seen them 
nominating their delegates te the Harrisburg 
Convention from every part of the country 
where a man of them isto be found? Have yeu 
not seen, in that convention, one of: their leaders 
(James Wilson of New Hampshire) sitting as vice 
president to that convention? Is it not known that 
_in that convention, then and there, through the in- 
stramentality of the Abolition strength and infiu- 
ence, that this “death blow to the prospects of 

winning the splendid prize” was strack—most fa- 
tally and truly struck? By them it was inflicted 
with’ a premeditated design; for not one vote was 
thrown against Mr. Clay from a slaveholding 
State at first. Avd, sir, is there no moral to be 
drawn from ail thi-? I emtreat gentlemen to refiect on 
it; it aléne is pregnant with a volume of commentary. 
I ask the members from Kentueky particularly to 
give their attention. I believe Kentacky is sound 
upon the subject of Abotition. She cannet be 
otherwise, from the nature of her institutions and 
her descent. I believe if her Representatives were 
even to give way here, that her people would still 
be sound on thissubject. The last message of the 
immortal Governor Clark that I read with peculiar 
‘delight, which was placed in my hands by an ho- 
norable member from that State, (Mr. SHERROD 
Wiiiums,] if not before, most satisfactorily con- 
vinéed me of that fact; and but for one man, for 
whom she has seemed disposed to sacrifice her all, 
I betieve, still, she would this day occupy a proud 
position in the front ranks of her Democratic brethren 
to whom she is so closely connected by natare and 
necessity. But 1 bave digressed from my subject. 
Yes, sir, Heary Clay of Kentucky was rejected as ` 
the nominee for the Presidency of 1841, because 
he made a speech in the Senate of the United 
States adverse to the pretensions of the Aboli- 
-tionists. That that speech sealed his fate with the 
Abolitionists no man of intelligence can, for 4 mo- 
ment, entertain a rational doubt. 

Hear what the leading papers of that party say 
of the result of this famous convention, immedi- 
ately after the nomination of William Henry Har- 
rison over Henry Clay of Kentucky was an- 
nounced, and observe its regular correspondence 
with that prophecy asd prediction that I have just 
referred to, 
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From Garrison’s Liberator. 

NOMINATION OF GENERAL HARRISON.—The National Whig 
Convent‘on, assembled at Harrisburg on the 6th instant, nomi- 
nated William Henry Harrison for the office of President of 
the United States. On the first and second ballot, the vote stood 
for Henry Clay, 103; for Harrison, 94; for Winfield Scott, 57. 
On the third ballot, the vote was for Harrison, 148; for Clay, 90; 
for -cott,16. All the slave States went for Clay. We re- 
gard this as another importantsign of the times—as @ signal 


defeat of the slaveholding power in thi Had it not 


s country. 
been: for Abolitionism, Henry Clay would undoubtedly have 
been nominated. We have faith to believe that no slave- 
holder will ever again be permitted to fill the Presidential 
officein this Republic. 

Hear with what further acclamation it was 
hailed by the Emancipator, the organ of the Abo- 
litionists in New York. 

Tar Harrispurc Convention.—Well, the agony is over, and 
Henry Clay is—laid upon the shelf. And noman of ordinary 
intelligence can doubt or deny that itis the antislavery feeling 
of the North which has done it, in connection with his own os- 
tentatious and infamous pro-slavery demonstiations in Con- 
gress. Praise to God fora great antislavery victory. Aman 
of high talents, of great distinction, of long politica] services, 
of boundlees personal popularity, has been openly rejected for 
the Presidency of this great Republic, on account of his devo- 
tion to slavery Set up a monument of progress there. Let the 
winds tell the tale—let the slaveholders hear the news—let fo- 
reign nations hear it—let O’Connell hear it—let the slaves 
hear it—a slayeholder is incapacitated for the Presidency of the 
United States. The reign of slavocracy is hastening toa close. 
The rejection of Henry Clay by the Whig convention, taken 
in connection with all the circumstances, 1s one of the heaviest 
blows the monster slavery has received in this country. 

From the Le Roy Gazette 

Very much like indeed! The editor of the Ohio parer aban- 
doned the Whigs becaus they nominated the Abolitionists, 
and joined the Loco Focos because they went for the dough- 

faces; while we left the Jackson party because it adhered 
to slavery, and united with the Whigs, because they sup- 
ported abolition! 

This paper had been edited by Mr. Gates,* now a 
member on this floor. 

Now, if Kentucky is true to her elf, true to her 
own institutions, and is unwilling to sacnfice her 
principles, her natural interes's and reiations, all, 
all, sir, at the shrine of party feelings, can she ap- 
probate and give her countenance to resul's brough 
about by influences that n'nety-nine of every hundred 
of her citizens despise? Will she ever be whipped into 
-measures, and yoked into the support of them, by 
party discipline, either here or elsewhere? Sur, in 
‘my opinion, she has long occupied an unnatural 
position towards those who were identified with her 
‘by natural affinities. I believe an overwhelming 
majority of ber population are essentially De- 
-mocratie; but they have been led by unnatural al- 
liances and extraordinary influences of particular 
individuals, in direct opposition to both her real 
principles and natural iatererts. She is, from the 
natu.e of her position, from the character of her 
institations, from the character of all her inter- 
course and commercial relations, bound eventually 
to act with the South and West. Even now, one 
single individual out of the way, and ske would be 
foremost in this House in advocating and support- 
ing, by her eloquence and her votes, these great 
measures of the Democracy with which her future 
destinies are so essentially identified. 

The r sults of the last few months, brought 
about by the united action of the fanatics, is 
enough to open the eyes of the most blind, and 
make the dumb speak out. The triumph of such 
influences is enough to arouse and awaken every 
man in this Union, who is resolved to resist them. 

Sir, it is idle, worse than useless, to attempt 
longer to conceal the perilous irfluence of Aboli- 
tionists, their designs, their strength, or preponde- 


rance. I have proved from the documents of this - 


House that a majority of the whole Wsig party 
(proper) of this House have, for the last six years, 
acted with the Abolitionists. I have produced 
names and dates, and referred to the pages, where 
allcan examine for themselves; information, that 
I know, will be found most unwelcome to many; 
but it was due that the country should know it; 
and, sir, had this been the only evidence, there 
might have been some room left fer doubt; yet 
how completely is this most important fact corro- 
borated, if not most satisfacterily established, by 
the resul's at Harrisburg? Was it not proved 
there? Does nct the result prove it beyond the 
power of contradiction? Prove that the Abolition 
influence did, and has, effectually preponderated 
in that body, composed, as it was, of the whole 
Whig party of the United States? How perfect'y 


~ * And is now edited, I am informed, by his friend and successor. 
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has it tallied and corresponded with the preponde- 


‘Let 
the Harrisburg 


rating influence of that party in this House? 

I knew that when I first ventured to assert the 
fact thata majority of the whole Whig party were 
acting with the Aboiitionists here, that I was sing’e 
and alone inthe idea, and I confess I made it with 
sume precaution and trepidation; but, sir, SO pow- 
erful and irresistible are these facts that have 
proved it, that I am emboldened, the more and 
more I reflect on them, or refer to them. For, to 
me, the more I review them, the more conclusive 
and irresistible they appear. 

How awfal, then, must be the position of that 
wing of the pariy, from the South and Southwest, 
who represent slaveholding interests here! How 
ferfectly at the mercy of their Abolition friends 
who now, in this House, constitute near two-thirds 
of their whole party! Take this fact, tegether with 
the fact of ther having the preponderance in the 
Harr'sburg convention, and does it not prove that 
they have attached themselves to a party who, f 
not Abolition’sts themselves, have, and are now 
acting with them? That the Southern wing of that 
party is left (whum I accuse not themselves of 
being Abolitionists) in a small minority of the 
whole Whig party, it has been most conclusive'y 
shown, koth from the votes of this House and the 
re.uits of the Harrisburg conveation. Now, sir, 
what have the people of the South to expect from 
the action of those who co-operate here with their 
worst of all political enemies at this time? Sup- 
pose they meet in caucus to determ:ne on the selec- 
tion of officers to this House who control, in a 
measure, the entire business of the nation, with little 
more than one-third of the whole number of that 
party, in which caucus the majority is to govern: 
can they expect to control that majority with their 
one-third? Do they suppose, for a moment, that 
so large a majority would be dictated to a moment, 
by such a minority? Sir, the idea is ridiculous. 
them read their fa'e in the result of 
Convention, in Which they 
can never have stronger claims to a preference ? 
Or, do they think their feeble voice would ever be 
onze heard amid the enthusia m of the fanatics? 
Is it by the support of the Whigs of the South, 
then, that that party is to gain the ascendency in this 
House, and, consequently, in this Government ? 
I conjure the Whig party from that section to 
pause long before they consummate the bans fur- 
ther by such an unholy, unnatural alliance! Let 
every man, woman, and child of the South, rise 
and forbid it! I ask them, io the name of our 
common country, to look at the character of the 
votes of this House, whether on a proposition com- 
ing from a Southern Whig, or Democrat, that con- 
flicts in the least with the pre‘ensiors of the Aboli- 
tionists, and say, if their brother W higs of the 
North have not in solid columns gone dead against 
them; and whether er not they have not themselves 
been compelled to rely for the supp:'ri of their own 
measures (I mean those introduced by Southern 
Whigs upon that subject,) upon the votes of the 
Northern Democrats to carry them through; not- 
withstanding the efforts made here by Southern 
men to drive them into the ranks of the Whig Abo- 
litionists? These facts cannot escape, sir, the dis- 
cerning eye of the intelligent practical men of th's 
country; and I entreat gentlemen after the flood of 
evidence that has been exhibited recently, both in 
and out of Congress, to weigh well these facts te- 
fore they return again to their constituents of the 
South, to whom, and with whom, I now leave them 
to settle that question. 

Mr. Speaker, said Mr. B. I will now notice some 
remarks that have fallen from different gentlemen 
who have addres-ed the House on this subject, who 
have taken the liberty to refer to the action of par- 
ties in this body to prove that the Democratic 
party, in a body, co-operated with the Abolitionists 
ef the Norih; and as this seems to have been dune 
for the purpose of imposing on the people of, the 
South, whom, in part, I represent, I beg the further 
indulgence of this House while I present to their 
consideration some facts that have an immediate 
bearing on this case. If we look, sir, at the action 
of State Legislatures, we find where the Dem crats 
have had the control, they have, in no instance, 
countenanced the Abolitionists. ; 


26TH CoNnG......1sT SESS. 


In Maine, sir, her pre.ent Goveraor Fairficld 
was one of those who sustained what Abolitioaists 
called “Atherton’s gag,” which was used against 
him in the election for Governor of that Siate, and 


ian which he was susiained uiumphantly by the 
Democrats. That Legislature, whenever it has re- 
ferred to the subject, has discountenanced the pro- 
jects of the fanatics. ; 
Sir, that httle granite State, New Hampshire, 
the residence of “the dough-faced Democrats,” as 
they have been cenominated by Southern Whigs 
and Northern Abo!itionists, as early as January 
13th, 1837, passed in her Legislature the following 
resolutions, to which I solicit the particolar atten- 
tion of those Southern gentlemen who have been 
so bitter in their denunciaticn of the “‘dough-faces of 
New Hampshire:” laws of New Hampshire, page 


288: 

Beit resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court convened, That we recognise the 
constitutional right of the several States of the Union to exer- 
cise exclusive jurisdiction within their own limits, on the sub- 
ject of slavery. : er 

Be itresolved, That Congress cannot, without a violation of 
the public faith, abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, 
unless upon the request of the citizens of that Distriet, and by 
the States by whom that territory was ceded to the General 
Government. 

Beit further resolved, That the union of the States can only 
be maintained by abs:aining from all interference with the 
Jaws, domestic policy, and peculiar interests of every other 
State. The conduct of those who would coerce our fellow-citi- 
zene in other States into the abolition of slavery by the inflam- 
matory appeals addressed to the fears of the masters and the 
passions of the slaves, is in the highest degree censurable, as 
tending to alienate one portion of our countrymen from ano- 
ther, and to introduce discord into our sister States, and as a 
violation of that spirit of compromise in which the Constitu- 
tion was framed. and a due observance of which is necessary to 
the safety of the Union. 

At the last session, the Legislature of the same 
State adopted, in addition to what I have read 
above, the following: 

Resolved, That the relation of master and slave, as esta- 
blished by law within the jurisdiction of any of the States, is an 
institution for which the State, within which it is established, is 
-alone responsible, and with which neither this Legislature, 
not the Legislature of any other State, can rightfully inter- 


fere. 
Resolved, ‘That the adoption and prosecution of measures 
individuals residing within one State, with the avowed de 


sign of overthrowing the institution of another State, by send- | 


ing emissaries, scattering documents, pamphlets or papers, 
within that State, against the declared will of the same, as a 
disregard of that comity, and mutual respect, which should 
ever be cultivated among the States. 

Resolved, 
trade between the States, or to abolish slavery within the Dis- 
trictof Columbia, or the Territories of the United States. 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted by the House of Re- 
Presentatives of the Congress of the United States, by which all 
memorials relating to the abolition of slavery, upon the presen- 
tation of ihe same, were ordered to lie on the table, withouw: any 
further action thereon, was not an infringement of the right of 
petition. , wa 

Resolved, That the immediate aboli ion ofslavery, by what- 
ever means effected, without expatriation of the slaves, would 
be productive of calamities, moral and political, such aa should 
be deprecated by every friend of humanity. 

Yet, sir, these resolutions were passed by the 
party called and stigmatized here, and by Southern 
men, as “dough-faced” Democrats. Sir, I could 
not do it myself, without feeling -my face crimson 
with shame, and blush ng for the ingratitude, the 
unfeeling ingratitude, that I was subject to being 
charged with, by the whole section of country from 
which I come. 

But the election for Governor, that has recently 
taken place in Massachuse:ts, has been alluded to. 
We kave heard much about-Gevernor Morton’s 
being an Abolijtionists. Now, sir, supposing it 
true, (which I am informed is very far otherwise,) 
what were the Democrats to do in choosing be- 
tween him and Gevernor Everett? Of course, to 
select the least evil. 

Here is the endorsement of Governor Everett’s 
Abolitionism, by one whose authority I presume 
none will deny here. Here, sir, it is: 

TO ABOLITIONISTS! ` 

We recommen! to the attention of our Abolition brethren 
the following paragraph, which is a literal copy of the whole 
ef an editorial paragraph in the last Liberator, written by Mr. 
Garrison: 

ales EDWARD EVERETT. 

e Governor ef this Commonwealth has answered i- 
vvocally in the AFFIRMATIVE to the question, whether he is 
favor of the immediate abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, and the slave trade between the several States. Ed- 
ward Everett now speaks the language of a patriot, a Republi- 
can, acd a Christian. We believe it is the real language of his 
soul. When, a few years since, he took opposite ground, he 
did violence 10 his convictions of right, and committed a griev- 
‘ous error. We are disposed to obliterate all that has gone be- 


That Congress ought not to interdict the slave | 


fore, and to commend him for his present honorable course. 


To refer invidiously to what he said when public sentiment 
~ was desply corrupt, would be ungenerous: to charge him with 
being insincere at the present time, would be unjust; to accuse 
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him of seeking popularity, would be equally uncharitable. It 
is not yet a pupular thing for the Chief Magistrate of thisCom- 
monwealth to avow himeelf in favor of immediate emancipa- 
tion; and until he shal! prove recreant to his present professions, 
it is to be taken for granted that he means just what he says. 
In our opinion, he ought to receive the undivided support of 
the Anti-slavery voters of this Commonwealth; nay, they have 
pledged to him their su pport, inasmuch as he has declared him- 
self to be in favor of their principles and measures. 

We likewise recommend to the attention of our Abolition 
brethren the following unmutilated and literal extract of a com- 
munication in the same paper, by “A Member of the Massa- 
chusetts Anti-slavery Board:”’ 

GOV. EVERETT’S LETTER IS SATISFACTORY. His 
endorsing Mr. Alvord’s report does not weaken his answer, 
but strengthens it, for that report was full of the soundest Abol i- 
tion doctrines. 
THE VOTE OF EVERY ABOLITIONIST. Some, who call 
themselves such, but whose hearts are more with their party 
than with the elave, may still go back to Edward Everett’s old 
misdeeds, Let me tell them this is unfair. In the circum- 
stances of the case, it is almost treacherous, Mr. Borden asked 
Governor Evereti’s opinions, not as an individual, but as repre- 
senting the Abohtionists generally. The Goveynor answers at 
ance and unequivocally. Is it for us to turn round and charge 
him with insincerity? This would be a gross outrage. Why 
did we ask him if we did not mean tojudge him by his answer. 

Judge Morton's and Mr. Willis’s letters are very much alike. 
They give no information. They donot answer the simplest 
of all possible questions, so that aplain man can tell what 
they mean. Judge Morton refers to a letter written two years 
ago, which, when you look at it, is no more of a reply than the 
present. That letter con'ained some very handsome and fiow- 
ing periods about his detestation of slavery, &c. It, perhaps, 
served its purpose pretty well in its day, what would do for 
1837, will not do for 1839. These vague professiens of Judge 
Morton amount to just nething at all. There is nothing in 
them you can put your finger on. If the Abolitionists are to be 
satisfied with such unmeaning generalities, let me tell you, the 
politicians will never give them any thing else. 


I hope, sir, this will forever set that question at 
yest, and that the South will no longer be amused 
with the presentation of individual instances, as 
set-offs to tod es, societies and communities, even 
where they are ever so !rue. 

Let us now look at Vermont, that purely Whig 
State. What has she done? 


STATE OF VERMONT, 

7 JANUARY 21,1839. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, 
That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our Repre. 
sentatives requested, to use their utmost efforts to prevent the 
annexation of Texas to the Wnited States, and to procure the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
Jumbia, and the siave trade between the several States and 
Territories of the Union. 

Resolved, That the adoption by the House of Representatives 
of the United Ststea on the 2lst December last, 1837, of the 
resolution by which “all petitions, memorials, and papere, 
touching the abolition of slavery, or the buying, sehing, or 
transferring of slaves in any State, District or Territory of the 
United States, were laid upon the table without being debated, 


print: d, read, or referred,” was a daring infringement of the - 


right of the people to petition, and a flagrant viviation of the 
Constitution of the United States; and we do, in thename of 
the peeple of Vermont, protest against the passage of the 
same, or any similar resolution, by the present or any future 
Congress of the United States. 

Sir, what is she now deing? Has she not for- 
warded resolutions to this Congress from her Le- 
gislature nearly every session since this agitation 
commenc2d, in favor of the Abolitionisis, and 
against the action of this House, whenever it has 
attempted to oppose their views? Is there not now 
a memorial and resolutions either before this or the 
other branch of Congress to that effect? There is! 
What a contrast, sir, not between two individuals, 
but between two sovereign States—one Whig, the 
other Democratic. 

Bat, sir, I pass to New Ycik, about which so 
much has te-n said here and elsewhere. I will not 
dweil upen the election of Brad'sh (a most cele- 
brated Abolitionist) Lieutenant Governor by a 
un:on of the Whigs and Abolitionists, and e’even 
Whigs to Congre-s, who have vo ed, on every occa- 
sion since they have been here, against every mea- 
sure that in the slightest degree conflicted with the 
rights of the Abolitionists, supposing al of whem 
nearly voted : gainst us on the ec measures. I rely 
upon still higher evidence. Here it is: 

POLITICAL ABOLITIONISM. 
The following docnment shows that the Abolitionists are in 
the field asa political party: 
CIRCULAR. 
TO THE ANTISLAVERY ELECTORS 
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

We ask the privilege of brethren to set forth briefly, but 
frankly, the reasens which constrain us to cast our votes for 
William H. Seward, for Governor. 

Ist. Mr. Seward is the candidate of the party which, on the 
floor of Congress, nobly vindicates the inestimable right of 
petition, and as nobly asserts the freedom of debate; of the party 
also that eustains Joho Quincy Adams, and William Slade; of 
a party whose views are liberal and tolerant. 

9d. Mr. Seward is the candidate of the party which, in our 
passed resolutions against the admission of 
‘Texas into the Union; against Patton’s gag resolutions; in fa- 
stòr of the right of petition; in favor of granting trial by jury 
to persone claimed as fugitive slaves. Inetead of the denun- 
ciationa and revilings with which our petitions were treated in 


THE GOVERNOR SHOULD RECEIVE |! 
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years past—instead of threatening us with penal enactments, 
the Whigs received and treated petitions and remonstrances 
with that respect and comity due to their constituents. 

3d. Mr. Seward is the candidate of the party that opposes 
the re election of a President who stands pledged to veto any 
biil abolishing slavary in the District of Columbia. 

4th. Mr. Seward is the candidate opposed to Governor Marcy- 
who, in his messages to the Legislature, has manifested, in-sen- 
timent and sympathy, the bitterest hostility to our cause, and 
who, as the presiding oflicer of a public meeting, while he was 
Governor of the State, recommended the passage of laws autho- 
rizing a violation of the mails, and inflicting pains and pe- 
nanes upon those who were disseminating intelligence and 
truth. 

5th. The re-election of Goverror Marcy would go very far 
toward the re-election of Martin Van Buren, whose measures 
and policy are so hostileto the cause of human liberty. 

‘And finally, because our knowledge of Mr. Seward leads us 
to confide inthe general soundness and integrity uf his princi- 
ples. We view the great question of a Sub-Treasury, a Na- 
tional Bank, er the currency, of minor importance, compared 
with the great subject of human liberty; and believing that the 
election of Mr. Seward, and the defeat of Governor Marcy, will 
best promote the great cause ef universal emancipation, we 
shall vote for him ourselves, and recommend our Abolition 
friends to do the same. 

We are, reapectfully, pour fellow citizens, 
JEFFERSON MAYELL, 
President Albany Young Men’s Anti-Slavery Scciety. 
p CALVIN PEPPER, jr. 
Vice President Albany Anti-slavery Society. 
JOHN WILSON, 
Corresponding Secretary Anti-slavery Societv. 
H. CARPENTER, Ist V. P. 
WM. GIBSON, 
One of the Executive Committee Young Men’s Albany Anti- 
slavery Society. 
NORMAN FRANCIS, 
Chairman of Executive Committee of Young Men’s Albany 
Anti-slavery Society. 


JAMES E. McCLURE, 
S. B. HALL, 
CHARLES E. BURTON, 
JAMES BURTON, 
PETER M. McELROY, 
DAVID MARTIN, 
8. T. RICE, 
8. V. R. WATSON. 

Men ofthe Sowth, I now ask you to pause and 
reflect on this? Here is no individual case. It is 
a prcposition made and accepted by a multitude. 
The deed was done—the act consummated— the 
bitter fruits of which we are about now to reap 
from tke frightful contest now going on between 
Governor Campbell of the State of Virginia, and 
Governor Seward of New York, involving this 
identical subject of Abolition. 3 

Sir, we have already dune great injustice to this 
reaceable honest people of this country, as well to 
the East, North, and West, as to the Scuh,. The 
pecple of neiher section have been made ac- 
quainted with the awful explosion that these pèr- 
ties are preparing, io blow into fragments the best 
Government that ever was conceived, heard of, or 
framed by the hands of man. No, sir, in my 
judgment, they are not prepared for the event— 
they do rot, they can not, desire it, and little, as 
yet, have they dreamed of the plot that is on foot to 
drench our mother country with the blood of her 
own offspring. 

_ Another of the results of this extraordinary com- 
bination, was the passage, in the lower House of 
Assembly of the State of New York, as soon as 
the Whigs and Abolitionis’s got the ascendency in 
it, of certain resolutions against those pasted 
by Congress against the action of the Aboli- 
tionists and their petitions. The Senate, how- 
ever, which still retained a majority of De- 
mocrats, rejected them, after presenting a most 
able, lucid, and voluminous report through its 
chairman, Cul. S. Young, an extract from which I 
will now read to the House. 

Report of Mr. Young, to the Senate of New York, on certain 
resolutions of the House of Assembly of that State, touching the 
subject of the right of petition, &c. made February 26, 1839. 

The preamble and resolutions of the Assembly recites tbe 
substance ofthe resolutions of the House of Representatives of 
the United Sates adopted in December last, on the motion ‘of 
Mr. Atherton, one of its members, ty which tha House of Re- 
presentatives, by a very large majority, decided that every pe- 
tition, memorial, &c. touching or relating to slavery, or to i 
abolition thereof, should, on presentation thereof, without Bay 
farther action thereon, be laid en the table without being re- 
ferred, printed, or desaied; and the preamble and the resolu- 
tions of the Assembly pronounce that, by enforcing mock re- 
solution, the said House of Representatives have infringed upon 
the rights of the people. of the State of New York. ii ; 

The first resolution of the Assembly : iscloses that the ale n f 
tan above referred to is avjolation of the rights of the people o 
this State. ° A 


i i Assembly solemnly protests against 
The third resotution or he to, and request the Representa. 


tives in Congress from this State to use their best exertions tq 
ded, 
to cause the same to be rearing’ . : 
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After a most powertal, convinciag, and irresisti- 
le argument in their report against the course of 
the Abolitionists and Whigs in the Assevbly, Mr. 


Young continues: 

If the committee have not deceived themselves. it will ap- 

manifest to every reflecting mind, that the right of peti- 

tion, as secured by the Constitution, cannot be infringed by Go- 
vernment, except by a law of Congress, and consequently the 
Atherton resolutions cannot be tortured into such infringe- 
ment. 
That a long and elaborate report having been made three 
years ago, under the dire tion of the House of Representatives, 
on the subject of Abolition petitions and Abolitionism, that 
House is not bound, nor ought it to make another reference, 
and cause another report to be made on the same subject. 


And this able and masterly report then concludes 
with the following resolution, which was sustain- 
ed entirely by the Democracy of that body: 


Resolved, That the preamble and resolutions of the Assem 
bly be, and they are hereby, rejected. 
AN which is respectfully submitted. 
S. YOUNG, Chairman. 
Here, again, I have presented, not individual 
cases, but the records of the proceedings of bodies 
of men, and that of the Legislature ot the great- 
est State in your Union. What a striking contrast 
does it present to the declarations made here! 
This, sir, has been one of the fruits of tie Whig 
victories in New York. 
Here is an article from the pen of a Whig mem- 
ber of this House, from New York. It is from an 
Abo ition paper, called the Leroy Gazte. It is 


in these words: 

With very great unamimily, Abolitionists in the West, and 
we apprehend throughout the States, have conscientiously 
considered they were discharging their solemn duty to their 
country, and directly advancing the cause of human rights, 
by casting lheir votes. for William H. Seward, for Governor; 
aman anda candidate of a party who haveerer treated the 
advocates of emancipation with consideration and respect, 
and standing opposed also to a candidate and a party who 
have not failed to treat them with hostility and the most su- 
percilious contempt. This almost unanimous support of 
‘some 13,00 W.ig Abolitionists of the State, despite the 
hypocritical cant of a prostituted, ovelling party press, 
and your own well intended warning, has overthrown uknotof 
aristocrats who have for years dictated the creed and faith of 
the Stale, and whose high behest has been law and gospel to 
hundreds of their adherents. | g 

Mr. B. continued: hear, sir, again from the same, 

On the one hand, therefore. our Whig friends would lo 
remot to be so much elated with success, and to feel so 
confident of their porer hereafter, as to attemp’ a warfare 
againat Abolition, for they should remember thas itis the 
fairness and liberality, with which as a party t 
heretofore treated the Abolitionists, which has secure 
general suprort, evren despite the warnings of some of the 
principal Abolitionists in the State; and should they now be 
86 foolish as to commence an attack on them, and change 


their course of conduct towards them, they will find to their 


sorrow that they will arouss an opposition which no party 


cords cancontrol,and it will be the last eleetion in the State 


they willcarry. , , 
Now, if that gentleman is présent, I wonder if he 


will deny, 100, that these are his sentin.ents, and ` 


that he is an Abolitionist. 

[Here Mr. Gares from New York rose, and 
asked the gentleman from Nor:h Carolina if he al- 
lauded to him. 

Mr. Bynom said he did not know that gentleman 
by person, but if it was one Seth Gates trom New 
York, he did allude to him. 

Mr. Gares then said that he would answer the 
member from North Carolina, that the language he 
had read was his, and that he did not deay being 
an Abnlitionist ] i 

Then, said Mr. B. that member is the first who 
has had the candor to own his being an Aboli- 
tionist in tbis debate; and a'though I dete st his prin- 
ciples, I canno: but admire his candor as a man; 
for, of all things, I have always been tavght 
-mostly to abhor a hypocrite, who would do me an 
injury while he proclaimed himself my friend. 


While on this subject, he asked to be permitted 


to read another ex'ract, from another d stinguished 
Whig candidate for Governor of New Hampshire; 
itis in a part of the reply of General James Wil- 


son, late ene of the distinguished vice pre-idents of 


the convention at Harrisburg which nominated 


William Henry Harrison for the next President of 


these United Sates, and which is as follows: 

Opposed as I am to slavery in all its forms, and believing that 
its continued existence in the District of Columbia and the Ter- 
ritories, and the slave trade there and between the States in- 
volves a national responsibility, I am of opinion that Congress 
ought, without delay, to exercise the power that hody has over 
the subject. i 

The reply was to questions put by one of the 
Abolition societies of that State. 

Now, sir, here is the reply of a Democrat, rear- 
ly at the same time, from the same Slate, who was 


then a candidate for Congress. 


It is the reply of 
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the honorable gentleman who sits to my left, Mr. 


Burke, of New Hampshire, in answer to similar 
questions from the same source. Yet, sir, we have 
heard him, too, denounced here as an Abolition De- 
mocrat. Here is the reply— 


Frem the above you will be likely to come to the conclusion 
that I do not deem it necessary to give precise responses to the 
questions which you have propounded ; but lest there may be 
a disposition to charge me with a design te evade responsibility 
by declining to give the specific answers required, I now, after 
fall and mature deliberation, declare my unqualified opposition 
to modern Abolitionism, in all its measures, phases, and poli- 
cy. Llook upon it as a scheme fraught with zncalculable mis- 
chief and peril te the unien of the States and consequently te 
the best interests of the people ofthe republic ; andas demand- 
ing the firm and decided, but moderate and lawful opposition 


. ef every true patriot and friend to our civil and political insti- 


tutions. 

What a contrast betwean the answers of these 
two individuals! Can there longer be a doubt as 
to the position assumed by these two parties in the 
breast of a rational man in existence? Sir, it is 
impossible ! 

I pass over the reso‘utions of the Whig Leg’sla- 
ture of Rhode Island against the action of Congress 
relative to Abolition petitions, and come over to 
Pennsylvania. What has been the character of 
the parties in that State? Will any man deny, 
that Governor Ritner was an Abolitionist, who de- 
nounced with such bitterness, “the black spirit of 
slavery,” as he chose to call it? None have, nor 
will deny it. 

I will now, Mr. Speaker, refer to an extract from 
an address delivered by Governor Porter, the late 
Democratic Governor of the State of Pennsylvania, 
ani successful candidate over Ri'ner, the Anti- 
mason Abolition Whg candicate of that State. 

(Mr. Cooper of Pennsylvania here rose and . 
a:ked Mr. B. when that speech or address was de- 
livered.] 

Mr. B. said ke woul refer the gentleman to his 
remarks when published, in which he would then 
specify both time and place. 

Such was the language put foith then by Gover- 
nor Porter in that address. Said he— 


When the infant States of the Union united together in the 
Revolution, for the common defence, under the feeble bunds of 


of the old Confederation: and when niecemity drove us to 
form something more definite and binding, which brought about 
the Constitution ot 1788, involuntary servitude was the subject 
of much discussion, arrangement, and concession. It was finally 
disposed of in the manner pointed out in the latter instrment. 
To agitate the question anew, when it was thus satisfactorily 
settled, is not only unwise and impolitic, but is a virtual 
breach of good faith to our brethren of the South ; an unwar- 
rantable interference with their domestic relations and insti- 
tutions, and is calculated to do positive injury to the African 
race there held in servitude, for whom in her policy, and with- 
in her own borders, Pennsylvania has always shown a be- 
coming sympathy. I can never, in the official station which I 
occupy, consent to couutenance a course which may jeopard 
the peace and harmony of the Union, without answering any 


good purpose in the end. lt shall meet with no encouragement 
at my bands.” 

Such are the opinions of the Demccratic Gover- 
nor of that great and patriotic State, which has 
been so justly denominated the “keystone” in the 
arch of the temple of our republican States. Such 


a great State, who looked to the Union of our 
States, and peace of the country, and the prosperity 
of this united people, more than to the interest of 
a faction. 

Here is another evidence of the feelings of the 
two great parties of that State: In the late conven- 
tion to remodel its Constitution, cn motion of Mr. 
Martin to insert, as one of the amendments, the 
word “white,” so as to restrict the right of suffrage 
to the free white men of that State, which was sup- 
ported by the Democrats, with a solitary exception, 
77 in number, and was opposed by a vote of 45, 44 
of whem, were Whigs. Now, sir, what higher evi- 
dence can be desired, as to the position of the pat- 
ties in that State? 

Let us now turn our eycs to the mighty West, 
and examine for a few moments what has trans- 
pired there in addition to the noble stand that her 
distinguishe t members have taken in both branches 
of Congress Ohio, that proud “buckeye” State, 
has taken the lead upon this subject. Her Demo- 
cracy there have taken it in hand and spoken in 
a voice of thunder to the fanatics. (Well may 
they despise the Democracy.) Sir, she has spoken 


_* Inaugural address of David Porter, Governor of Penneylva 
nia, delivered in the hall of the House of Representatives, 
that State,) January 16, 1899. 
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in a language truly worthy of the empress Siate of 
the Valley of the Mississippi. 

Here are the resolutions recently passed by ene of 
the largest and mos! numerous Democratic mert- 


ings ever held in that State, assembled from all 
sections thereof, preceded by a most powerful and 
unanswerable argument. This, sir, is the lan- 
guage of the Democratic party of the State of Ohio: 


Resolved, That slavery being a domestic institution, recog. 
nised by the Constitution of the United States, we, as citizens of 
a free State, have no right to interfere with it, and that the or- 
ganizing of societies and associ ‘tions in free States, in opposi- 
tion to the institutions of sister States, while productive of no 
good, may be the cause of much mischief, and while such asso- 
clations for political purposes ought to be discountenanced by 
every lover of peace and concord, no sound Democrat will have 
part er lot with them. 

Resolved, That political Abolitionism is but ancient Fede- 
ralism nnder a new guise, and that the political action of 
Anti-slavery societies, is only a device for the overthrow of De- 
mocracy. 

Resolved, Thatshould there be any members of this Conven- 
tion who do not subscribe to the principles contained in those 
reselutiona relating to tke subject of Abolition, they be hereby 
requested to leave their names with the publishing com- 
mittee, to be published with the proceeings ef this Con: 
vention. 

Mr. B. continued: Sir, I have been informed, 
such was the unanimity of the Democratic party 
on this subject, that not a single name was left with 
the committee, to be published. In addition to this, 
the last papers from the Legislature of that mag- 
nahimous State, bring us the following accounts: 

OHIO LEGISLATURE. 
| Reported for the Ohio Statesman.] 
Hovsg of REPRESENTATIVES, 
. Tuesday, Jan. 14, 1840. 

On motion ef Mr. Flood, the House took up the resolutions 
relative to the subject of slavery. 

_ Mr. Waddle called for the quiestion to be taken on each resolu- 
tion sewarately. 

The frst resolutior. was then adopted—yeas 48, nays 2, whieh 
reads as follows: 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, 
That the subject of slavery, as it exists in paricular portions of 
the United States, was setiled and adjusted at the formation of 
the Federal Constitution. 

_ The question then being on the adoption of the second resolu- 
tion, which is as follows: i 

Resolved, That, in the opinion ofthis General Assembly, the 
interference of citizens of our State in the internal regulations 
of another, is highly censurable and improper, and that we view 
the unlawful, unwise, and unconstitutional interference of the 
fanatical Abolitionists of the North, with the domestic institu- 
tions of the Southern States, as highly criminal, and that it is 
the duty, obligatory on all good citizens, to discountenance the 
Abolitionists in tbeir mad, fanatical, and revolutionary 
schemes. 

Let it net te forgotten, Mr. Speaker, that the 
Legislature of this State is now overwhelmingly 
Democratic, and let it be understood that these re- 
soluticns (un'ike those of the Whig Legislature of 
New York) are “the fruits of the last Democratic 
victory” in the State of Ohio. 

With this exhibition of evidence, showing the 
position and inclination of the present parties of 
this ccuntry, I shall remain content to abide the fu- 
ture decision of the people of this nation, with but 
a single reference more; which, sir, is to the peti- 
tions that have been introduced into this House in 
favor of the abolition of slavery. 

It will, Mr. Speaker, astonish the people of the 
Whig party, who have confessed their opposition 
to Abolitionism, to learn that more than nine-tenths 


of these petitions have been introduced into the 


American Congress by members of the Whig 
party. 

[Mr. Gippines from Ohio (Whig) was under- 
stood to ask Mr. B. for his authority.] 

Mr. Bynum. The journals of your House, sir. 
I speak from an estimate made by your Clerk the 
session before the last; and, if my recollection 
serves me rightly, the disparity was greater than I 
have s'ated. 

Now, sir, I should like to know if such a mass 
of evidence, as has been elicited upon this subject, 
during this debate, has ever been known before to 
be brought to bear upon any given question about 
which there did exist, in reality, a rational doubt; 
and if any man of the most ordinary mind, atter 
reviewing these facts, can longer entertain one 
doubt as to what. party has, or is, at this time, fa- 
voring ihe Abolitionists, that are threatening the 
dissolution of the fairest portion of this glorious 
Republic with fire and sword No, sir; none sir, 
none, except ke who is wilfully blind or wilfully 
corrupt, and who would sacrifice our holy Union, 
the peace, safety, and prosperity of the fairest por- 
tion of our country, 'o the malignant, though blind, 
demca of party spirit. 
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But I will not delay the House further with any 
comment of mine on the evidence I have exhibited. 
[ have offered it for the consideration of the House 
andthe people of my country, hoping that they will 
adjudge its merits, without regard to ihe humb'e 
source from which it comes, or the party from 
which it may have emanated, ask'ng, as I do, for 
jt only an impartial examination of the facts, by 
all parties, before they presume to pronounce their 
condemnation. 

I will now, Mr. Speaker, address mysėlf more 
particularly to those gentlemen of the North who 
have reflected so much upon the wisdom of the 
South in relation to the matter before us, and will 
endeavor to show them and the world their 
greatest want of sagacity and statesman- 
ship, in every step they have taken upon 
this momentcus question. I say momentous, 
because it involves the very existence of 
our present Government; and in nothing more 
than this, is evinced their profunnd want of that 
knowledge of this great subject, that shou'd charac, 
terize the statesman. Yes, sir, amid the agitation 
and excitement of fanaticism, they seem to have 
lost all sight of consequent events that must flow 
from their course here, and that of the Abolition- 
ists, as certa'n as a cause precedes its effects, oF as 
the light precedes the approach of that veitical 
sun. What!sir, they speak of statesmanship? 
Their very discourse here proves conclusively how 
far they are behind the time. I donct deny their 
learning and phi'oscphy, and theory, if you please; 


‘but, in practical knowledge of man, of human na- 


` elections of that State. 


ture, as it is now, and mast exist under similar cir- 
cumstances, they are at fault, and are falling more 
and more behindhand daily. It is that class of 


statesmen, throughout the world, that you now see | 


falling into disrepute, and behind the age in which 
they live. To demonstiate this, I will not fly to 


Europe, when the mest striking examples are here | 


in my own country before me. 

Sir, let us look to the East, and see what has 
been going cn there for years? Letas look now 
at old Massachusetts, and see the bursting of fet- 
ters that has recently taken place there in the last 

Witne:s the flying frag- 
ments of antiquated and exploded systems, im- 
posed on the herculean inteilects of that pecp'e, by 
the antiquated theories of their priesis, bookmen, 
and scholars, that are wont to ransack their ingenu- 
iy, 'o forge manacles of superstitious invention, 
to bind down and hold in subjection the enlight- 
ened practical mind of that enterprising peop'e. 

Sir, the whole contest that is going on there has 
been between practical and theoretical man. And 
in what age or nation, I ask, has this c ntest ever 
taken place, in which the former have not eventu- 
aly and effectua'ly overcome the latter. Upon 
this, history records but one decision: it is in favor 
of practical men, throughout the world. You 
may, sir, for a whi'e, by inculcating and cherishing 
your superstition under the girb of religion, and 
your reverence fur forms and theories unnecessary, 
and often mischievous and ruinous, keep in abso- 
lu e subjection the most active, enterprising intel- 
lect; which, in all free Governments, will ever, 
sooner or later, be brcken through by the free, un- 


“restrained intercourse of man with his fellow man. 


Perhaps no State in the Union has had such means, 
or made such efforts, to bind down her people with 
superstitious observances, as that cf Massachu- 
‘setts—her presses, her wealth, both being in the 


“hands of the few, backed by the superstition iscul- 


cated by her priests; upon whose heads will rest 
every drop of blood ihat must flow from the prosa- 
cution of this unholy crusade of Abclition, and 
who are, and should ke, held responsible for every 
loss that is sustained by the hcnest, peace-loving 
people of the East, North, or West. Yes, sir, their 
handwriting is legible in every movement that has 
been made on this subject, from its commencement 
to its present stage. They seem envious of the infa 
mous distinction of the “crusaders of the East,” 


who depopalat-d Enrope, and drenched a nation 


in blood; while they mean no! to fight themselves, it: 
is theirs to dium cn. others, but never to meet 
danger. 


their coadjutors, they are now laying the foun- 


dation for the speedy dissolution of this Govern- 


By their -s‘a'esmansh'p, and that of- 
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ment; and for whose benefi? Sir, execute the firs! 
object cf your shortsighted, unholy design, and 
that moment the cord that now binds us as a na- 
tion is broken into atoms. Have you any inte- 
rest atstake? Do you anticipate no loss by this? 
Are your people prepared to abandon our entire 
Southern cost, and part forever with your trade 
and intercourse with us? Who consumes the pro- 
ducts of your manufacturers? Your erts and 
every species of your mechanism? What becomes 
of your trade and commercial intercourse with the 
South? Your shipping, employment for your dense 
population, with whose weight in many places, the 
very earth groans as they move? Are you pre- 
pared todo all this? Have you honestly asked 
your yeople, if they are prepared for it? No, sirs, 
no sirs, you have deceived them! You and your 
priests, Stuarts, Garrisons and Tappans, have told 
them itall ccuid be affected without. Oh! igno- 
rant, shortsighted men! 

But, sir, Boston, bound down as she is, and has 
been, from the influencesI have stated, must awa- 
ken, from necessity, and shake off that gloom that 
binds her to the destinies of a short-sighted, ignc- 
rant priesthood and closetted book-men that she 
has taken for politicians, unpractised in the world, 
as it is, and as it moves onward. She, tco, must 
meet this question practically in its face—whose 
very existence depends,-and must of necessity de- 
pend, upon her trade and her commerce for her 
stores and supp ies, and the returning equivalents 
for the products of her arts and manufactories. 
These are the questions that practical statesmen 
will look to; and, for the want of a proper know- 
ledge, or a proper regard for which, in the present 
dynas'y, that bas so Jong ru'ed that State, the great 
revolution that is now going on there has been put 
in motion. Thay see, as all must see, to follow 


| them longer in their projects of dissolution of, the 


Government, 1t must resolt in the sacrifice of the 


| greatest boons given them by Providence, arising 


from an as<cciation with their Southern brethren, 
and, in areiurn azain to their old impoverished 
mother, Engiand, to reconnect themeel ves agaia with 
the sterile barrens, snow-capped mountains and 
icy cliffs of Canada. 

New York, too, must make up her mind to meet 
the eonsquences of this momentous question be- 
fore the first blow is struck, for tnere is no State 
ncr city in the Union that has so greata pecuniary 
interest at stake. She, too, in my honest judgment, 
has been deceived and imposed on in relation to 
this subject. 

The mass of the people, I cannot be persuaded, 
are prepared for the cons quences of the course of 
some of their Representauves here, and at home. 
Sir, they and their co-opera'ors have studiously 
concealed from that honest pecp'e the fact, that 
the immediate question that they are now making 
with us, is a question (blink it as they may) of 
peace or war—a result as inevitable as that the light 
of Heaven falls from a cloudless sun ! 

Sir, have they told that p2-p'e this, and of its 
train of disastrous consequences, the end of which 
no man here is young enough tosee? No, sir: they 
and their Aboliion comrades at home, my life 
upon it, have ever kept this resuit closely ecn- 
cealed from the poor objects upon whem they 
operate. i 

Let New York, I would say, beyond all other 
States and ciis, pause and reflect upon these 
awful consequences, ere the hour be too late to 
apply the socthing remedy. Sir, let her read her 
fate in that ef Tyre, Bagdad, and Babylon. Dis- 
solve your Union, as a civil war must do, as it in- 


‘evitably will do, and what becomes of the pride, 


the wealth, and grandeur, of the Empire cits? 
Your magnificent bui dings, your spiendid dome:, 
must ina few short years lie in one common pile 
of rains, the mere haunts of the scorpion, the 
streaked lizard, and the hooting ow). Your trade 


broken up, your commerce abandoned, who will, 


you find else to inhab-t these pi'e: of rot'en ruins, 
bot the craulirg repti'e, and the fowls and beas's 
of prey that prowl by midnight, to entrap their 
eame, and to procure their food. Sad re- 

tions, but not less trae than sid, it history is a 
tathtul chronicler of events, and cause and effect. 


Year shipping rotting in your ports—your 


every thing to hope, 
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seamen out of employmen'—your manafactories 
annihilated, and your trade and commerce destroy- 
ed, would present a scere of misery and pauperism 
perhaps withouta paraliel in the modera world. 
In such an event, who cannot see that the monu- 
mental city (Baltimore) or Charleston, if yeu please, 
would soon become the New York of the South 
and emporiums of the Southern world, and of that 
universal trade now supplied by the arts and labor 
of your people. Your manufacturing capitalists, 
sir, would take flight from the North to Richmond 
and Petersburg of Virginia; to Salisbury, Raleigh, 
Fayetteville, North Carolina; Camdea, Columbia, 
York, and Edgefield, of South Carolina; Augusta, 
Milledgeville, Macon, and Columbus, Georgia , 
and other places equally and eligibly situated. And; 
do your politicians not see something in all this, to 
admonish them of the self-immolating course that 
they have pursued in uniting with the Abo- 
litionists? But, sir, more to these short- 
sighted priest- ridden and  priest-terrified politi- 
cians, who by such acts are calling down 
the vengeance of Heaven upon their own devoted 
land. Let me, sir, here make a suggestion to 
them, if they cannot see, nor will not take a hint. 
Do they know that the:e is a certain line called 
« Mason and Dixon’s line?” Do they know that 
it extends from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean? 
Have they heard of a certain Sabine river, and a 
new Republic recently called Texas? Do they 
know of a certain place called Mexico? Have they 
ever heard of a certain isthmus, called Darien? Do 
they not kaow that by drawing one breath—the 
utterance of one word to Texas—that country 
is ours, by alliance or by conquest, uniting us as 
one people, from the line of “ Mason and Dixon,” 
to the isihmus of Darien? 

Yea, moie: can they, Mr. Speaker, I mean the 
Abolitionists and their friends, present and absent, 
expect the co-operation of the great West, especial- 
ly of those States of the valley, united to us in the 
indiss:luble bonds of nature, by the great waters of 
the Mississipp.? No, sir, this identity of interest 
and alliance has been formed by “ nature and na- 
ture’s God,” which no man, nor set of men, can 
put asunder. 

Bul, sir, in this severance and sectioning, what 
would Pennsylvania, that “‘arch-stone” State, say? 
the waters of whose Delaware wash the shores of 
a slaveholdirg State; on the one side, the waters of 
her Mononghahela is poured into the Ohio on the 
other, commingling with the Mississippi, that passes 
through the very heart of six slaveholjing States, 
carrying with it, from her Pittsburgh, the richest 
freights of her manufacturers, industry and labor, 
to the ports of New Orleans, the great emporium 
of the South and Wes‘ern world, S.r, have these 
mighty statesmen,(Lilliputian I should say,) or have 
theic minds been so engrossed with their tender in- 
ward consciences as not to look abroad to thoe 
outward and external circumstances that are go- 
ing on in this vast Republic? Have they conde- 
scended 10 trace from causes their inevitable effects? 
No, sir, absorbed in their moon-sickened philan- 
thropy, they are perfectly blind to the commotions 
that must result from the folly and madness of their 
courre. . eu 

Mr. Speaker, the South does not wish to assume 
the position that her Northern enemies seem de- 
termined to force her to take; she would greatly 
prefer continuing in the Union, enjoying the matu- 
al blessings that it has so long bestowed on ail; 
she has no desire to separate from her Northern 
brethren, and, when she is driven to it, it will be a 
maiter of necessity, and not of choice: although I 
now say to all she would scora to. remain one hour 
longer in’that Union than the sacred obligations 
are strictly obs'rved, entered into by that sacred 
compact with our fathers. If, however, sach ae 
event should cccar, let gentlemen not deceive thear- 
selves in believing, for a moment, that she has not 
and but little to fear, upon this 
subject; they are perfectly prepared for the crisis, 
and, I am rorry to say, that there are thousands, 
from considerations I have before mentioned, who 
would couri rather than avoid it. 

Let me then, sir, again intreat those gentlemen, 
who are forcing upon Us these sad alternatives, to 


y t fi 
pause and relegi qace mare npon - oe conses 
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quenes that the continuation of their visionary 
and mad schemes must bring dowa upon their 
country? 

Let me conjure them to cease their mockery 


about the right of petition, which can deceive no | 


longer any but the most ignorant; and return to 
their deluded, imposed on, and abused constituents. 
eak to them in practicab’e and intelligible lan- 


gaage, and tell them, though truly, plainly, the | 
facts as they exist, as the God of nature has de- - 
termined them—te l them honestly, teil them that | 


the isfue that they are now making with their 
Southera brethren, involves nothing short of “the 
question of peace or war.” That to effect their 
object, will cost the lives of one-third of their entire 


popoulation, and an amoont of treasure beyond | 
that which now can be commanded by both the i 
powers of England and America. Tell them the | 


ruin, the desolation, the misery, the pauperism, 
and universal havoc, that mist overspread the 


land, before their designs can be accomplished. | 


Point them to the fate of “the Crusaders to the 
East,” who undertook a similar expedi'ion, to take 

ion of the Holy Land. Let then learn in 
their fate the dest ny that awaits them. Go home, 
gentlemen, and be honest with your constiivents; 
put the question fairly to them, whether they are 
for “peace or war” with us? Whether they are 
prepared to enccunter these avfal disasters, suf- 
ferings, and privations; to make the att *mpt to ef- 
fect their object—accomplish it they cannot. 


And tell them, also, that he who would deny hese - 


facts, and almost inevitable consequeaces, is too 
ignorant to representa just and a virtuous people, 
and would bea ready and fit ins'rument to bring 
down npon the human family, a gre2ter curse than 
ever emerged from the box of Pa:dora—a measure 
to be spurned, as more loathsome than the leper, 
whose pestiferous breath even, is not less contami- 
nated with rottenness and death. 

Ihave now, Mr. Speaker, concluded my re- 
marks upon many of the most important subjects 
alluded to in this discussion, and shall feel per- 
fectly satisfied for an impariial people to make up 


seir decision upon the evidence and facts that | 


have b: en brought forward by the contending par- 
ties. 
stituents and my country, so far as my feeble ca- 
pacity has enabled me to discharge it. 1l have passed 


over, unnoticed, the remarks of certain gentlemen : 


from the South who made war upon me a few 


days ago for presuming to speak of the interests of | 


the South, in opposition to Abolitionism; for I 
cannot consider him a gocd general, or a fai hful 
soldier, who makes war upon his own army, and 
kills off bis own men, when upon the eve of battle 
wita a fearful foreign enemy. 

Before conc'uding, I wish to make but a few 


remarks open a subject that, in my opinion, has . 
This, © 


been annece:sarily drawn in this debate. 
sir, is no place to canvass Presidential qual fica- 
tions; that belongs to the pcop'e whom w” represent, 
and it is our duty simply to carry out their decree, 


not for them to be dictated to, to execute and carry ` 


out our decrees. Much has been said about the 
military fame of one of the Presidential candidates 
at this time. Now, sir, I do not believe in any 
man’s fame which is derived from the puffs of 
“Congressional partisans, and more particolarly in 
the fame of a “military chieftain” whieh is given 
him, not at the field of battle, but by the eloquence 
of his learned Congressional friends; by cocuments, 
and speeches, and short histories of his life. When 
was it ever known before, that the fame of a great 
general had to be taught to the people twenty or 
th rty years after the great deeds he had performed 
had been passed over, and unheard of before? Sir, 
the itea, I will not say is contemp'ible, but is su- 
perlatively rijiculous. I have evidence here in my 
hand to show what General Harrison bas been. I 
will show that he was denied the honors of a 
General or soldier, in the Senate of the United 
States, indirectly, and that he was pronounced a 
Federalist, once, by John Racdo!ph, and a de- 
fender of the alien and sedition laws, audhe did 
not deny it. 

(The Spzaxer here said it was out of order to 
discuss the character of General Harrison in that 
debate, as it was not applicable to the subject be- 
fore the House.) 


I have done only my duty to my eon- | 
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Mr. B. said, sir, I am well aware of that; but as 
others have done it, I felt as though I possessed the 
same right, and was only disposed to exercise it. 
I am wi'ling to pass it over, but give notice that I 
shall append as much asl see proper te the remarks 
I have made, if they are thought worthy of publi- 
cation. One word, however, I will say, that docs 
not apply exclusely to General Harrison. It 
is this: there is no inducement that shall 
ever make me, as a Southern man, 
the advecate or de‘ender of Southern rights and 
Sowhern institutions, support directly or indirectly 
for any important office in the country, one who is 
so dependent, directly or indirectly, upon the party 
of Abolitionists for his election. Way, sir, it de- 
pendent on them for his election, would he not be 
equally dependent on them here to sustain him af- 
ter that election in the station in which they had 
placed him? And could ke do that, except by con- 
ciliating, yielding to them, and giving them a part 
in his Administration? Sir, would not they be one 
of the very pillars upon which his Administration 
wouldrest far its support? without which support, 
such an Adminis'ration cou'd not sustain itself a 
twelvemonth, a month. a week, searcely a day. 


Do not all see, then, the indispensable necessily | 


there would be fer sucha President to ccut such 
an interest, and which can never be done without 
the most de'eterious and pernicious r: su'ts to every 


` slaveho'ding State in this Republic? Should Mar- 


tin Van Buren be placed in such a situation to- 
morrow, without reflecting on the course of others, 
I, sir, shou'd feel myself guilty of nothing short 
of high treason to my country not to proc'aim my 
implacable and uncompromising opposition to him 
and his Administration, from the houseteps, and 
on every public highway in the country, if necessa- 
ry. But in this there may be, with some, an ho- 
nest difference of opinion existsting. May it be so. 

But, sir, I have done, never, I hope, to address 
this House again upon the same subject, or upon 
one fraoght with as much mischief. 

Mr. Speaker, in conclading my remarks, I must 
here take the liberty of saying that I rose with a 
predetermined resolut'on not to let a personal reflec- 
tion escape me; and whatever may have happened 
to indnee me to depart from such a resolve, I as- 
sure you, sir, itha- been done with no ordinary re- 
luctance on my part, and nothing but a sense of 
self-lefen-e could have ever prompted such a 
course. I am aware, sir, too, of the tme that I 
have consumed in this elaborate discoarze, which, I 
readily acknowlecge, nothing wou!d have justified, 
bnt the immense megnitede and thrilling interest 
taken in the snbjects involved. The task that I 
as.igned myse’f, in presenting these facts to you 
and my country, I have discharged, though feebly, 
faithfully. I ask no further b-on from the people 
of my country, iban an impartial verdict upon the 
facts and circumstances I have exhibited. 


In conclusion, I must say to a part of the House 
that I feel most grateful for the kindness, indul- : 


gence, and attention, with which they have heen 
p'eased 
consumed in trespassing thus long upon the:r pa- 
tience. 

Sir, I shall vote for the resolation of the member 
from South Carolina, to arrest the progress of this 
disastrous agitation, and to avoid the execution of 
thote horrid consequences I have felt it my duty to 
portray. 


APPENDIX. 
Mr. Wm. Cost Jonnson succeeded in reply: 
Mr. J.on concluding, offered the following amendment to the 


amendment of Mr. Adams, striking out all after the word ‘re- 


solved,” and inserting as a substitute: 

That no petition, memorial, resolation, or other paper, pray- 
ing the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. or any 
State or Territory, or the slave trade between the Statee or Ter- 
ritories of the United States in which it now exists, shall be re- 


ceived by this House, or entertained in any way whatever-” 
Which Mr. Thompson then accented for his. 
This resolaticn passed by a vote of 114 to 108. 
Of thcse who voted for it: 


Southern Democrats, - Lis es BG 
Southern Whigs, - =. =- 39 
Northern Democrats, - - - 27 
Northern Whig, - - - 1 

114 


to honor me during the time I have | 
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Against this resolution: 
Southern Democrats—none. 


Southern Whigs, - - - 4 
Northern Democrats, - - - 39 
Northera Whigs, (all but one) - 65 

108 


Now, if the Northern Democrats had voted with 
the Northern Whigs, we would, by taking 27 from 
the 114, have been left with only 87 fur the resolu- 
tion, which, added to 108 against it, would have 
made 135; from which taking the 87, leaves a ma- 
jority of 48 against the resolution of Mr. Jonnson. 
The vote was as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Alford, Andrews, Atherton, Linn Banks, 
Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Botts, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Al- 
bect G. Brown, Burke, Sainpson H. Butler, William O. But- 
ler, Bynum, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carroll, 
Chapman, Coles, Colquitt, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, 
Craig, Crockett, Cross, John Davis, John W. Davis, Garret 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dillett, Dromgoole, Earl, 
Eastman, Fine, Fisher, Fornance, James Garland, Rice Gar. 
land, Gerry, Goggin, G aham, Graves, Green, Griffin, 
Habersham, Hawkins, Hill of Va. Hill of N. C. Holleman, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, Jenifer, Joseph John- 
gon, William Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Kemble, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, Mc- 
Culloh, McKay, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Nisbet, 
Parish, Pairis, Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Proffit, Ram- 
sey, Rayner, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, James Rogers, Samuels, 
Shaw, A. Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Sweeny, 
Taliaferro, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, W. 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Warren, Wat- 
erson, Weller, John White, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, Sherrod Wiltiams, Wise, and 
Worthington—1 14. 

Nays—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, Hugh 
J. Anderson, Simeon H. Anderson, Baker, Barnard, Beatty, 
Bell, Biddle, Bond, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, 
Calhoun, Carr, Casey, Chittenden, Clark, Clifford, Jumes 
Cooper, Cranston, Crary, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Ed- 
ward Davies, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Edwards, Ely, Evans, Ev- 
erett, Fillmore, Fletcher, Floyd, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, 
Go Granger, Grinnell, Hook, Howard, Hunt, Hall, Hand, 
Wm. 3. Hastings, John Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, Jackson, 
James, Charles Johnston, Keim, Kempshall, Lawrence, Leet, 
Leonard, Lincoln, Lowell, Mallery, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, 
Naylor, Newhard, Ogie, Osborne Palen, Parmenter, Paynter, 
Peck, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Edward 
Rogers, Russell, Baltonstal', Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, John 
Smith, Truman Smith, Starkweather, Storrs, Stuart, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Trumbull, Underwaod, Vanderpoel, D. D. 
Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Tho. 
W. Williams, and Henry Williams—108. 


On this subject the Southern Whig members 
speak here, and have written to the South that the 
“ Whigs have gained a great victory: mark tne 
werd; “it was atest question.” Their victory. 
Heaven! Out of 114 votes, by which the resolu- 
t'on passed, there are but 40 Whigs, all told; leaving 
74 Democrats, by whose votes it passed—still their 
victo y—leaving voting against the resolation, 68 
Whigs, all gocd and true; an overwhelming majority 
of their party in the House of Representatives. Their 
candidates have blinded the people to the South 
heretofore, by the most positive s'atements that 
the Democrats were to the North-and West, as 
much Abolitionists as the Whigs were, yea more; 
this vote, then, proves that statement only one- 
twenty-seven'h part true. . 

On thearrival of the news of the passage of the 
resolution, Jonn A. Kina (Whig) immediately 
offered a resolution, condemning in the bitterest 
terms, (in the House of Assembly of New York,) 
the resolution that we had just passed here against 
the Abolitionists, and which passed that body, 
forcing, by connecting it with other matters, many 
Democrats to go for it. Mr. Mann, (Democrat,) 
thea offered this resolution to expose them, and 
which effectually did it: 


Besoinen Cif the Benate concur,) That this Legislature has 
seen with deep regret, and decidedly disapproves and con- 
demns, the efforts of many misguided individuals inthe North- 
ern States, to interfere without right, and in vielation of the 
principles on which the Constitution of the United S:ates was 
established, with the domestic institutions of our sister States at 
the South; thereby disturbing the domestic peace of the States, 
weakening the bonds of our Union, and sowing the seeds of its 
saolution. 


‘The motion was seconded, the main question ordered, and, 
after acall of the House, the resolution was REJECTED by 8a 
party vote—ayes 4], (Democrats,) noes 57, (Whigs, ail.) 

So much for Whig Ab: lition. 

As to General Harrison, to whese conduct I al- 
lud- d in my remarks, I only intende! to have re- 
ferred te the following facts, to p:event a wanton 
abuse of truth and history for politic:! effect, which 
I have seen published, and is yet without contra- 
diction. In the Senate of the United States, John 
Randolph of Roanoke thus spoke of Gen. Har- 
rison: 


w 


rt 
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——————— enn 
Now, sir, the only difference between the gentleman from 
Ohioand myeelf is this—and it ie vital: that gentleman and my- 
self differ fundamentally and totally, and did differ when we 
first took our seats in ngress—he as a Delegate from the 
Territory Northwest of the river Ohio, Ias a member of the 
other House, from the State of Virginia. He was an open, zea- 
lous, frank supperter of the sedition law and black cockade 
‘Administration; and I was as zealous, frank, and 
open an opponent of the black cockade and sedi- 
tion law Administration. We difer fundamentally and 
wtally—we never agree about measures or about men— 
[donot mean to dicate to the gentlemen—let us agree to differ 
as gentlemen ought to do, especially natives of the same State, 
who are antipodes to each other in politics, He, I acknowledge, 
inst now the zenith and I the nadir; but unless there is some- 
thing false in the philosophy of the schools, in the course of 
time even these will change their places. i 

To which General Harrison replied, and acknowledged his 
sapport of the Administration of the elder Adana, thus : 

He has been pleased to say, that under the administration of 
Mr. Adams, I was a Federalist, and he comes to that conclusion 
feom the course pursued by me in the s ion of 1799—1800. _ 

The gentleman had no means of knowing my political prin 
ciples unless he obtained them in private conversation. As I 
was on terms of intimacy with the gentleman, it is very proba- 
blo that he might have heard me express sentiments favorable 
to the then Administration. 1 certainly felt them, &c. 


In an address to the people of Ohio, he says— 


Thave thus, fellow-citizens, endeavored to explain to you the 
pee upon which our Union is formed. 


LISHED. 


LEANS. 


K Head Quarters, Cincinnati, May 11, 1813. 


Ehave the honor, through you, to request the President to 
accept my resignation of the appointment of Major General in 
the army, with which he was pleased to honor me. Lest the 
“public service should suffer befere a successor can be nomi- 

nated, I shall continue to act until the 3lst instant, by which 


time I hope to be relieved. 


"Maving some reason to believe that the most malicious insinu- 
ations had been made against me at Washington, it was my in- 


tention to have requested an inquiry into my conduct from the 
commencement ot my.command. 


the Government or the people, that I should pay so much re- 
spectto the suggestions of malice and envy. 


In the tenth volume of Niles’s Register, page 125, we read 
the following asa part of the proceedings in t e United States 
Senate, to wit: 

The Senate reeumed the consideration of the joint resolution 
directing medals to be struck, and together with the thanks of 
Congress, presented to Major General Hartison and Governor 
Shelby, and for other pur pores, After some discussion, Mr. 
Lacock moved to amend the resolution, by striking therefrom 
Major General Harrison. This motion was determined in the 
affirmative, by the following vote: 

Yras—Mesers. Galliard, Gore, Hunter, King, Lacock, Ma- 
om Roberts, Thompson, Tait, Jackson, Turner, and Varnum 


Nays—Messrs. Barber, Barry, Condict, Hersey, Macon, 
Morrow, Ruggles, Talbot, Wells, and Williams—10. 
What do we make of this? Was not this a most pointed re- 
buke of Gen. Harrison? His name had been presented with 
Shelby’s. A motion was made and carried to strike his name 
out. ‘Cunld disrespect:-have been more strongly marked? Was 
it not singularly invidious? We will not say that it was a mark 
of indelible disgrace of Harrison as a military man—but we 
will give Gen. Harrison's own opinion of it. ` In the 10th vo- 
lume of Niles’s Register, on the 424th page, is a letter over 
Gen. Harrison’s own signature, dated July 16, 1816, from which 
the following is an extract: 
“A vote of the Senate of the United States has attached to 
my name a disgrace which I am convinced no time or efforts 
of mine will ever beable toefface. Their censure is indeed ne- 
gative, but it isnot on that account the less severe.” 
Now, we do hope that our political opponents will not accuse 
us of publishing General Harrison as a disgraced man, for 
we only quote Ais own words. It must be borne in mind that 
General Harrison resigned his commission in May, 1814, hav- 
‘ing lost the confidence of the whole army. Let it also be re- 
membered that this was the most gloomy period of the war, 
when the country required the services of every man of mili- 
tary talents and firmness. The subsequent services of General 
Jackson and the unprecedented and brilliant victory of New 
Orleans, shows that there was work enough, and peril enough, 
for all in prospect, yet General Harrison retired to North Bend. 
Thecountry got along without his services then and closed the 
wat ina triumph of glory, and she needs not his services now. 
Think of it, fellow-citizena, the Senate of the United States 
did not think that General Harrison merited a eword or the 
thanka of Congress for his military services! —Hamilton Tele- 
graph. 


REMARKS OF MR. PICKENS, 
` OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

In the House of Representatives, March 27, 1840— 
‘In the debate upon ihe Treasury note bill, afier 
Mr. Graves coke'aded iis speech at large, and 
Mr. Brack had responded to some remarks made 
by Mr. Graves in the course of his speech, 


I RECOMMEND 

O YOU, HOWEVER, THE PROCLAMATION OF THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, ISSUED ON 
THE TENTH OF DECEMBER LAST, AND THE SPEECH- 
ES OF MR. WEBSTER. DELIVERED IN THE SENATE 
OF THE UNITED STATES AT THE LAST SESSION OF 
CONGRESS, IN ANSWER TO THE ARGUMENIS OF 
MR. CALHOUN, AS CONTAINING THE MOST ELO- 
QUENT AND SATISFACTORY EXPOSITION OF THOSE 
PRINCIPLES THAT HAVE RECENTLY BEEN PUB- 
BY ISSUING .THAT PROCLAMATION, I 
THINK GENERAL JACKSON HAS RENDERED A SER. 
VICE TO HIS COUNTRY OF GREATER MAGNITUDE 
THAN HIS SPLENDID VICTORY AT NEW OR- 


‘urther reflection has, how- 
ever, determiued me to decline the application, because from 
the proud consciousness of having palpably done my duty, I 
cannot believe that it is necessary, either for the satisfaction of 
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Mr. Cuatrman: Why the géntleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Graves] should fave held me up as a 
point upon which to małe his attack, | am ata 
loss to discover; but 1 wÑ! géommence the very few 
1emarks I intend to makef by repeating the lan- 
guage cf that gentleman, Used in reference to my- 
self, “that I mean nothing disrespectful or personal” 
in the short reply I shall make. 

I understood the gentleman to commence his Te- 
marks in a manrer rather complimentary. In this 
supposition, I believe I am not mistaken. [Mr. 
Graves nodded assent.] I understood him to put 
his attack upon public grounds, because of the po- 
sition which I happen to occupy before the coun- 
try. Upon these grounds I will. meet him. The 
indication of such an attack was given last night 
it was heralded with a flourish of trumpets, and I 
was challenged to be in my seat. Sir, I remained 
here. I have waited this attack upon my public 
position—for I confine it to that—and I must say 
that amidst a!l this con-equential air of mock dig- 
nity, and flourish, and fury, and nei-e, we have 
witnessed in the accouchment literally nothing 
more than the illustration of the old saying, ‘‘Par- 
turiunt montes, nascitur ridiculus mus.” Yes, sir, 
and if the gentleman from Kentucky had in view 
the scenes which have passed upon certain memo- 
rable oscasions, for two years past, in the other 
branch of Congress, and intended to hold them up 
that he might imitate the example and fo low in 
the footsteps of others, I can only say that he re- 
minds me too much of the fable of the toad and the 
ox, where the former attempted to swell Himself 
outto the noble dimensions of the latter, and bte- 
rally burst with his own inflation. Sir, when the 
gentleman undertook to arraign my course upon 
public grounds, I expected to have heard something 
serious; but when he attempted to discourse upon 
great principles, he reminded me strongly of Chief 
Justice Shallow in the play, who, when he was 
dealing with principles which he had not the ability 
to comprehend, always ended his disyvisitions by 
exclaiming to his admiring audience, horum sco- 
rum rattlebangdorum, with a slapdashibus—there, 
haint I proved it? 

Yes, sir, and what dors the gen leman prove? 
What were the principles upon which I stood at 
the time to which he alludes? Is. he aware that, 
in the session of 1834 and 1835, when the leaders 
of the then Adminis‘ration party introduced into 
this House the famous pet bank system, and or- 
ganized a league of banks from one end of the 
Union to the other t> be connected with the Go- 
vernment by political principles, and for political 
purposes, I stood then precisely where I have ever 
stood, in opposition to it. And, at the same pe- 
riod, when a distingnishe} gentleman fiom Penn- 
sylyania, [Mr. Bixney,] distinguished alike for 
his talents and the integrity of his character, intro- 
duced his amendmen's on the other side, referring 
to the restoration of the deposites, and looking to 
the establishment of a Nat onal Bank, I stood be- 
tween the two parties then, precisely upon the prin- 
ciples where I stood in the year 1837, at the extra 
session. A proposition was mtroduccd in the form 
of a bill,in February, 1835, by a distinguished 
friendof mine from Virginia, (General Gorden,) 
which embraced precisely the Independent Trea- 
sury bill under which parties were organized at the 
extra session of 1837, upon the same principles 
which I believe to be identified with the best inte- 
rests and the dearest rights of my country. 

Yes, sir,I voted in the session of 1834 and 
1835, upon the very same measure, a'most verba- 
tim,on which I voted in 1837. I then stond te- 
tween the two great parties, in a minority of thirty- 
three. Where then is this change of principles? Ir 
a free country, it is upon the fiscal action of Go- 
vernment that all parties permanently divide; and 
am I to leave a position, embracing, as it does, 
fandamental principles in Government, because 
others choose to rally on it? it is trae, I entered 
Congress while very young, with the deep2st and 
most uncompromising hostility to the ‘principles of 
the Force Bill and the Proclamation, and the mea- 
sures and principles that followed them. Hanni- 
bal, at the age of nine years, is said to have been 


Mr. PICKENS Wafi said: 


led to the altar of his country, and made to swear 
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eternal enmity to Rome. Sir, at the threshold of 
early public life, I laid my hand upon the altar of 
my country, and swore eternal enmity to the prin- 
ciples of the Proc!amation and the Force Bill. My 
State had been reviled and oppressed. It was un- 
der this feeling, and en‘ertaining such sentiments, 
that I entered Congress, and delived the speeches 
from which the gentleman from Kentucky has 
thought proper to quote so liberally. In public 
life measures consti-ute one thing, and men another. 
Have I changed as to measures? No. And I now 
proclaim to him, and to this House, that, if I live 
long enough, and remain a member of this body, I 
shall, ata proper time, introduce a bill to repeal 
the odious measure to which I have alluded. I 
will make ita test question. I will demand its re- 
peal as dueto the country, and due to the Consti- 
tution. Sir, I defy the gentleman from Kentucky 
to point to the retraction of a principle Ihave ever 
sustained, or to the support of a measure I have 
ever opposed. 

It is kao vn to be the habit of my life to disguise 
no sentiment I entertain; bat I should not have 
spoken thus of myself, ifthe genteman had not 
asked me, if I could, to satisfy my God and my 
country as to the course I have taken. Sir, I can 
do so. Iknow where I stand. I stand upon the 
principles of the State Rights party. They need no 
defence from me. Go to the convention that 
framed your Constitution, and from that day to 
this their principles and their acts stand out as 
landmarks by which to bound ani define Republi- 
can liberty. I know full well that the party to 
which the gentleman from Kentucky is allied, and 
with which he sympath zes, is deeply hostile to 
these principles—hostile, because they s'and in the 
way tu the attainment of the dearest objects of 
power. I stand with thes» principles—I inten: to 
stand with them. I fight under their banner, and I 
belong to no man, or set of men, living. Here we 
have been for years a small, pro:cribed band upon 
this fl.or, and throughout this land; but, thank 
God, we stand upon the Constitution, and upon the 
rights of the country; an | I hope and trust that the 
day is coming when our principles are about to be 
recognised. Under that banner I march. Our ob- 
ject is straightforward and onward—we turn nei- 
ther to the right nor the left. When gentlemen 
chcos? to de ert that standard, they will find in me 
a sworn opponent. We have hung cor banner on 
the “outer wall!’ We intend to plant it on the 
battlements of our country, and to triumph under 
it, or to perish in th: conflict. 

As to the position which I occupy as the chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to which 
the gentleman has thought proper to allude, as 
evidence of a disposition to court power, I owe 
that to no Executive favor. It was given to me 
freely, and without any previous solicitation that I 
know of, by the dearest public friend I have, the 
Speaker of this House, whore head l respect, and 
whose heart commands my deeprst attachment. He 
gave itto me, I suppose, out of the esteem and 
friendship he entertained for me, and from my pub- 
lic position. Ireurn him my thanks; but I owe 
no obligations to any other power on ‘earth for it. 
Besides, it was from a Speaker chosen in part by 
the votes of the gentleman and his friends. If this 
is a crime, te it so; and if this is to furnish the 
groundwork of a charge aga ‘nst me, that I am pur. 
suing the pa'h of ambition—as was intimated, 
though not expressed, by the gentleman—let the 


| country take it, and make the most of it. 


One word, Mr. Chairman, upon another point, 
to which reference has been made by the geutle- 
man from Kentucky, though rather by the way of 
supposition or inference. I allude to the charge 
that I had taken the course I have taken for the 
purpose of obtaining power, er with reference to 
the Speakership of this House. Sir, as it bas been 
brovght up, I take occasion to say here that I ne- 
ver sought that position, directly or indireetly, from 
any human being whatever. My name was 
placed before the public without consaltat.on, and 
without my knowl. dge or consent. I can proudly 
say there are a hundred gentlemen on tbis floor 
who know that I never deviated to the right or the 
left to seek that office. When, at the commence- 
ment of this session, I was asked to be silent from 
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policy upon some questions deeply agitating and 
dividing parties in this House, did I follow the ad- 
vice? While others were silent, did I suffer my 
mouth to be closed? No. I trampled upon the 
advice. Was there a question upon which I did 
not utter my sentiments openly? Who placed my 
name up for that office? I defy any man to poiat 
to a single condition that I ever made, in private 
or public, for it. I willnot say what I could not, 
perhaps, with propriety say; but if the secret trans- 
actions in relation to that matter should ever be 
published to the world, I will say, at all events 
they will do me at least no discredit. 

Sir, I scorn to ask any thing of any man, or any 
set of men, except my own constituents. I speak 
what many around me know to be the facts; and, 
so far from this being the basis of a charge, or 
rather intimation, against me, that I had deserted 
my principles and gone over to an Administration 
which premised me power by bending for it, I re- 
pel it as beneath my nature If I s'and be fore the 

, country upon certain great principles, which the 
Administra‘ion have thought proper to place them- 
selves upon, be itso. They shali not be tramelled 
by any solici‘ations for favors on my part, but 
shall receive from me, on those measures, a Cor- 
dial and disinterested support. 

Mr. Chairman, I have to apol:gze for having 
trespa ;sed even for so short a time on the patience 
of this committee. I intend only to repel the idea 
that [had ever changed a principle which I ever 
avowed. I stand now, where I have always steod, 
under the State Rights banner, and no other banner 
hall ever wave over my head. 


SPEECH OF MR. CALHOUN, 


OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 
In Senate, March 13, 1840. Tne followirg reso- 


lutions sapmitted by Mr. Catuoun on the 4th 


inst. weré taken up for consideration: 


Resolved That a ship or a vessel on the high seas, in time 


of peace, ed inalawful voyage, is, according to the laws 
of nati hg the exclusive juriadiction of the State to which 
er flag Belongs; as much so as if constituting a part of its own 


teed, That if such ship or vessel should be forced by 
of weather, or other unavoidable cause, into the port of a 
friendly power, she would, under the same laws, lose none of 
the rights appertaining to her on the high seas; but, on the con- 
trary, she and her cargo and persons on board, with their pro- 
perty, and all the r ghts belonging to their personal relations, as 
eatabliahed by the laws of the State to which they belong, would 
be placed under the protection which the laws of nations extend 
to the unfortunate under such circumstances. 


Resolved, That the brig Enterprise, whic h was forced una- 
voidably by stress of weather into Port Hamilton, Bermuda 
island, while on a lawful voyage on the high seas from one port 
of the Union to another, comes within the principles embraced in 
the foregoing resolutions; and that the seizure and detention of 
the negroes on board by the local au:hori'y of the island, was an 
act in violation of the laws of nations, and highly unjust to our 
own citizens to whom they belorg. 


The résolutions having been read, 


Mr. CALHOUN said: The case referred to in 
these resolutions is one of the three which has been 
for se long a period a subject of negotiation be- 
tween our Government and that of Great Britain, 
without, however, receiving the attention which, in 
my opinion, is due to the importance of the prin- 
ciple involved. The other two were those of the 
Comet and Encomium. In order to have a clear 
understanding of the bearing of these resolutions, 
and the principles they embrace, it will be necss- 
sary to give a brief narrative of each of these 
cases. 


The Comet is the first in order of time. She 
sailed from this District in the latter part of the 
year 1830, destined for New Orleans, having, 
amorg other things, a number of negroes on board. 
Her papeis were regular, and the voyage in all re- 
spects lawful. She was stranded on one of the 
false keys of the Babama island, opposite to the 
coast of Florida, and almost in sight of our own 
shores, The persons on board, including the ne- 
groes, were taken by the wreckers, against the re- 
monstrance of the captain and owners, into Nas- 
sau, New Providence, where the negroes were for- 
cibly seized and detained by the lceal authorities. 

The case of he Encomium is in almost every 
particular similar. It occurred in 1834. She 
sailed from Charleston, destined, also, to New 
Orleans, with negroes on board, on a voyage, In 
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like manner lawful, was stranded near the same 
place, taken in the same way, into the same port, 
where the negroes were also forcibly.seized and de- 
tained by the local authorities. It so happens 
taat I am personally acquainted with the owners of 
the negroes in this case. Tney were citizens of 
North Carolina, of high respectability, one of them 
recently President of the State Senate, and their 
negroes were shipped for New Orleans, with the 
view of emigration and permanent settlement in 
cne of the Southwestern States. 

The other is the case of the Enterprise, re- 
fersed to in the resolutions. She sailed, in 
1835, from this District, destined for Charles- 
ton, South Carolna, aud, like the others, 
on a lawful voyage, with regu'ar papers. She 
was forced, unavoidably, by stress of weather, 
into Port Hamilton, Bermuda island, where the ne- 
groes on board were, in like manner, forcibly seized 
and detained by the local authorities. 

The owners of the negroes, after applying in vain 
to the local authorities for their surrender, made 
applica'ion to the Government for redress of in- 
jury: and the result, after ten years? negotiation, is, 
lhat the British Government has agreed to com- 
pensate the owners of the Comet and Encomium, on 
the ground that these cases occurred before the act 
for the abolition of slavery in her colonies had gone 
into operation, and refused compensation in the 
case of the Enterprise because it occurred after- 
wards. 

Such are the material facts, drawn from the 
correspondence itssif, and admitted in the course 
of the negotiation. Wha: I propose, in the first 
place, is to show that the principle, on which 
compensation was allowed in the cases of the Comet 
an | Encomiam,embraces alsothat of the Eaterprise; 
that no discrimination whatever can be made be- 
tween them; and that in a'tempting to make a dis- 
crimination, the Br:tish Minister has assumed the 
very point in controversy, or, to express it in more 
familiar language, has begged the question. I shall 
rest my argument exclusively on the admissions 
necessarily involved in the two cases, without 
looking to any other authority. They will be 
found, if I do not greatly mistake, ample of them- 
selves for my purpose. 

What, then, is the principle necessarily in- 
volved, in allowing compensation in those 
cases? It will not be necessary to show that 
the allowance was not a mere act of gra- 
tuity to our citizens. No one will suspect that. 
It was, on the contrary, reluctantly yielded, after 
years of negolistion, only on the coviction that 
the righ's of our citizens in the negroes could no 
longer be d:sputed, and, of course, the injustice 
of their seizure and de‘ention. This brings 
me to aquestion of vilal importance in this 
discussion, to which I must ask the Senate to 
give me its fixed attention; and thit is, on 
what did this right of our citizens to the 
negroes rest? Not certainly on the British 
laws, either expressed or „implied. So far 
otherwise, they expressly prohibited, in the 
broadest and most unqualified terms, perscns 
from being broaght in, or retained as slaves, 
under heavy penalty and forfeiture of pro- 
perty; declared the persons offending to be felons, 
and subjected them to be transported beyond sra, 
or to be confined and kept at hard labor for a 
term of years.* But one answer can be given to 
the question: that it rested on the laws of their 
own country. It was only by them they could pos- 
sibly have a right to the negroes. And here we meet 
the vital question—how is it that a right resting on 
our laws should be valid and respected within the 
limits of the British dominion, against the express 
prohibition of anact of Parliament? 

The answer can only be found in the principles 
embraced in the first and second of these resolu- 
tions. The former affirms the acknow'edged prin- 
ciple that a ship or vessel, on the high seas, in time 
of peace, and engaged in a lawful voyage, is, by 
the law of nations, under the exclusive jurisdiction 
of the State to which her flag belongs; and the se- 
cond, that if forced by suess of weather, or other 


* See act to amend and consolidate the laws relating to the 
anojn on of the slave trade, Sth sec. 4c. p. 1 13, 6 vol. Evan’s 
atutes, 


-to the cave as the other. 
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unavoidable cause, into a port of a friendly power, 
she would lose none of the rights appertaining to 
her on the high seas; but, on the contrary, she, with 
her cargo and persons on board, including their 
property and all tze rights belonging to their per- 
sonal relations, wou'd be placed under the protec- 
tion which the Jaw of nations extends to the un‘or- 
tunate in such cases. 

It is on this solid basis that the rights of our citi- 
zens rested. The laws of nations, by their para- 
mount authority, overruled, in those cases, the 
municipal laws of Great Britain, even within her 
territorial limits; and it was to their authoritative 
voice that her Government yielded obedience in 
compensating our citizens for the violation of rights 
placed under their sacred protection. 

Having now established the principle necessarily 
implied in the allowance of compensation in the 
cases of the Comet and Encomium, it will be an 
easy task to show that it equally embraces the case 
ofthe Enterprise. It is admitted by the British 
Minister, that there is no o'her distinction between 
it and the cther two, except that it occurred before, 
and the others after, the act abolishing slavery in 
the colonies went into operation; and it must, of 
course, be equally comprehended in the principles 
embraced in the first and second resolutions, in 
virtue of which compensation was made, as has 
been shown; unless indeed that act had the effect 
of preventing it, which I shall now show it could 
not, according to the law of nations. 


A simple but decisive view will be sufficient for 
this purpose. I have just shown that the act of 
Parliament, for abolishing the slave trade, al- 
though it expressly prohibited the introduction of 
slaves within the limits of the British territory, or 
detaining them in that condition, when brought in, 
so far frem overruling, were overruled by the prin- 
ciples embraced in these resoluuvons, If that act 
did not overrule the laws of nations in those 
cases, how, I ask, could the act for the abolition of 
slavery in the colonies overru'e them ina case in 
every essential circumstance acknowledged to be 
the same? Can a possible reason be assigned? 
The authority by which the two were enacted 
is the same, and the one as directly applicable 
If, indeed, there be a dif- 
ference, the one for the abolition of the slave trade 
is, of the two, the most applicable. That act di- 
rectly prohibits the introduction of slaves within the 
British dominion, in the most unqualified manner, 
or the re‘aining them, when introduced in that con- 
dition; wh le tie object of the act for the abolition 
of slavery in the colonies, was to emancipate those 
who were such under the authority of the British 
laws. It is true, it abolishes slavery in the British 
dominions, but that is no more than had previously 
been done, as far as slaves brought into her do- 
minions were concerned, by the act for abolish- 
ing the slave trade. And yet we see that act vas 
overruled by the law of nations, in the case of the 
Comet and Encomium. How, then, is it possible 
that of two laws, enccted by the same author y, 
both being equally applicable, the one, whea ap- 
plied to the same case, should be overruled by the 
law of nations, and the other overrule i? It is 
clear that it is impossib’e; and that if the one can- 
not divest the rights of cur citizens, nei her can the 
other; and, of course, that the principle on which 
compensa'ion was a'lowed in the cases of the 
Encomium and the Comet, equally embraces 
that of the Enterprise. Both acis were, in 
truth, but municipal laws; and, as such, nei- 
ther could overrule the laws of nations, nor dive:t 
our citizens of their righ’s in the case under consi- 
d-ration. Inthe na'ure of things, the laws of na- 
tions, which have for their object the regulation of 
the intercourse of States, must be paramount to 
municipal laws, where their provisions happen to 
come into corflict. If not, they would be without 
authority. Tf this be so, there can be no discri- 
m nation between the three cases, and all ought to 
be allowed; or, if not, none; and, in that case, 
our citizens would bave no jast claim for com- 
pensation in either. It follows, that the principle 
which embraces one embraces all. There can 
be no just dis'inction between them; and 
shall next proceed to show, that, in attempt- 
ing to make a distinction where there is RO 


ee 
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difference, the British negotiator has been com- 

lled to assume the very point in controversy be- 
tween the two Governments. In doing this, I pro- 
pose to follow his argument, step by step, and 

rove the trath of my assertion at each step. 

He sets oat with laying down the rule, by which 
he asserts that those claims should be decided, 
which, he says, “is, that those claimants must be 
considered entitled to compensation, who were law- 
fully in possession of their slaves withia the British 
territory, and who were disturbed in their legal pos- 
session of those slaves by functionaries of the Bri- 
tish Government.” I object not to the rule. If 
our ciuzens had no right to their slaves, at any 
time after they entered the British territory —that 
is, if the mere fact of enering extinguished all 


. right to them, (for that is the amount of the rale,)— 


they could of cour:e have no claim on the British 

Government, for the plain reason that the local 

authority, in seizing and detaining the negroes, 

seized and detained what, by supposition, did not 
belong to them. That is clear enough; but let us 
see the application: it is given in afew words. He 
says: “Now the owners of the slaves on board the 
Enterprise never were lawfully in possession 
of those slaves within the British territory; as- 
signing for reason, “that before the Enterprise ar- 
rived at Bermuda, slavery had been abolished in 
the British Empire”—an assertion which I shall 
show, in a sabsequent part of my remarks, to be 
erroneous. From that, and that alone, he comes to 
the conclusion, “that the negroes on board the En- 
terprise had, by entering within the British jurisdic- 
tion, acquired rights which the local courts were 
bound to protect.” Such certainly would have 
been the case if they had been brought in, or enter- 
ed voluntarily. He who enters volantsrily the ter- 
ritory of ano her State, tacitly submits himself, with 
all his rights, to its laws, and is as mach bound to 
submit to them as its citizens or subjects. No one 


denies that; but that is not the present case. They | 


entered not voluntarily, bat from necessity; and the 
very point at issue is, whether the British manici- 
pal laws could divest their owners of property in 
their slaves on entering British terr.tory, in cases 
sach as the Enterprise, whea the vessel has been 


forced into their territory by necessity, through an | 


act of Providence, tv save the lives of those on 
board. We deny they can, and maiatain the oppo- 
siteground:—that the law of nations in such cases in- 
terposes and pro:ects the vessel and those on board, 
with their rights, against the manicipal laws of the 
State, to which they have never submitted, and to 
whieh it would be crael and inhuman, as well as 
unjast, to sabject them. Such is clearly the point 
at issue between thetwo Governments; and it is not 
less clear, that it is the very point assumed by the 
Briti-h negotiator in the controversy. 

He felt, in assuming hbis ground, that the general 
principle was against him, according to which, 
the manicipal laws yield to the laws of nations in 
such case:; and in order to take himself out of its 
operation, he attempted to make a distinction 
equally novel and untenable. He asserts “that 
there is a distinction between laws bearing on the 
personal liberty of man, and laws bearing upon the 
property which man may claim in irrational ani- 
mals or inanimate things; and concedes “that if a 
ship, containing such animals or things, were dri- 
ven by stress of weather into a foreign port, it 
would be highly anjast that the owner should be 
8 ripped of what belongs to him, through the appli- 
cation of the-manicipal law of the State to which 
he had not voluntary submitted himself.” Yes, it 
would be both unjust and inhuman; and because 
it would be so, itis contrary to the law of nations, 
which is but the rales of justice and humanity ap- 
plied to the intercourse of nations; and therefore 
it is that it interposes in cases like the present, 
and places under its protection the rights of the un- 
oe even against the manicipal laws of the 
place. 

But he asserts thit the principle dees not extend 
to the cases in which rights of property in persons 
are concerned, (for such must be the meaning, or 
it is who‘ly irrelevant to the quesion at is- 
sue,) because “there are three parties to the 
transaction; the owner of the cargo, the lo. 
eal authority, and the alleged slave; and the thir 
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party is no less entitled than the first to appeal to 
the local authority for such protection as the law of 
the land may afford him.” This is the position 
on which the British negotiator mainly rests his ar- 
gumen!; and if this fails, the whole must fall to the 
ground. It is not difficult tosee, from what he 
says of two parties appealing to the local authority, 
that he tacitly puts aside the law of nations, and 
assumes the parties 'o be under the municipal law 
of the place; and, also, that those laws, and not the 
law of nations, are the standard by which their 
rights are to be judged; but is it not manifest this is 
an assumption, in another form, of the point in 
controversy? Against it, unsustained and unsus- 
tainable, by authority or reason, I shall oppose 
what, to him, must be the highest authority—that of 
the British Government itself—in the cases of the 
Comet and Encomium, backed by unanswerable 
reasons. 

If the distinction be true at all, between property 
in persons and property in things, or irrational 
animals, it wae, to the full, as applicable to those 
cases as it is to that ef the Enterprise. In them the 
right of property in persons was involved, and the 
three parties included, to the same extent, as in 
that. Nor was personal liberty less concerned. 
As far as British laws could affect the rights of our 
citizens, the negroes belonging to the Comet and 
Encomium were as free as those be'onging to the 
Enterprise. An act of Parliament, as has been 
shown, forbade their introduction, and for 
feited the rights of their owners, thereby 
making them free, with rights to maintain, 
as far as British legislation could make them 89; 
and yet, after full and mature investigation and 
reflection for the space of ten years, it was admit- 
ted that the same rule applied to them, which, it is 
conceded, would apply in similar cases to property 
ia things, or irrational animals. Now, I ask, if 
the act for the abolition of the slave trade, which 
directly forbids the introduction of negroes a: slaves, 
and forfei:s the rights of their owners, did not, as 
we have seen, justify the distinction in the cases of 
the Comet and Encomium, now attempted to be 
made between the two descriptions of p:operty, 
how could the act for the abolition of slavery jas- 
ify it in the case of the Enterprise? In the 
former, there were allthe parties, with their re- 
spective rights, just the same as in the latter; and 
if the loca! authorities were not bound to recognise 
and protect the negroes in the onecase, why, I ask, 
were they inthe other? Cana satisfactory answer 
be given? And, if not, what becomes of the dis- 
tinction, with all its consequences, at empted to be 
deduced from it? 

The British negotiator, as if conscious of the 
weakness of the position, attempts imme liate’y to 
fortify it. He says: “If, indeed, a municipal law 
be made, which violates the laws of nations, a 
question of another kind may arise. But the mu- 
nicipal law which forbids slavery, is no violation of 
the laws of nations. It is, on the contrary, in 
strict harmony with thelaws of nations; an i, there- 
fore, when slaves are liberated, accord ng to such 
municipal law, there is no wrong done, and there 
can be no compensation granted; a position preg- 
nant with meaning, as will hereafter appear, but I 
must say, like all his others, a mere assumption of 
the point at issue, expressed in vague and indefinite 
language. 

If, in asserting that a municipal law abolish- 
ing slavery is not a violation of ‘the laws of 
nations, it is meant that it is not a violation of those 
laws for a State to abolish slavery which exists un- 
der its authority, it may be readily admitted, without 
prejudice to the rights of our citizens in the case 
in question, though it is a little remarkable, that the 
British Government allowed compensation to their 
own subjects by this very act under which slavery 
was abolished—authority in direct contradiction to 
the assertion that no compensation can be granted, 
when tie act is applied to the case of our citizens, 
forced, wihout their consent, into its territory. 
Bat if, instead of that, it be meant that all muni- 
cipal laws, not in violation of the laws of nations, 
are valid against those laws, when they come in 
conflict with them, how can the distinction, at- 
tempted to be drawn between the rights of proper- 
ty in things, or irrational animals, and in persons, 


be justified? or how can the allowance of compen- 
sation in the cases of the Comet and Encomium be 
explained? I put the question, Was the law for the 
abolition of the slave trade, a violation of the 
laws of nations? And if not a violation, as it cer- 
tainly ‘was not, how came compensation to be 
granted in those cases? Can an answer be given? 
And if not, what becomes of the distinction at- 
tempted to be taken? é 

But another meaning may be intended; that 
it was no violation of the law of nations to 
extend the act, for the abolition of slavery in 
the British territories, to cases such as the En- 
terprise. If that is intended, it would be like all 
the other distinctions which have been attempted— 
but an assumption of the point in controversy. 

I have now stated, in his own words, every ar- 
gument advanced by the British negotiator to sus- 
tain the distinction which he has attempted between 
the cases of the Comet and Encomium, and that of 
the Enterprise, and have, I trust, established, be- 
yond controversy, that there is no rational ground 
whatever for the distinc i n. When again pressed 
on the subject by our Minis‘er, who was not satis- 
fied with his arguments, he assumed the broad 
ground that Great Britain had the right to forbid 
the recognition of slavery within her territory; and 
as our claim was inconsistent with such right, it 
could not be allowed, and on this closed the cor- 
respondence. It is easy to see, if she has such 
right, in the broad and unqualified sense in which 
itis laid down, and applied to the case in question, 
it extends to all rights whatever, whether it be right 
of property in things and irrational animals, or 
growing cut of personal relations, whether founded 
in consent or not. Ail ere either the crea- 
tares of positive enactmen’s, or subject to be regu- 
la el ani controlled by municipal laws; and she 
has just the same right to prohibit the recognition cf 
any one or ail of those rights withia her territory, 
ag the One in question. But who can doubt that 
such prohibiticn, iť extended to cases of distress, 
such as the Enterprise, would be a most flagrant 
violation of the laws of nations, as understood and 
acted on by all civilized na ioas, and even as ad- 
miited and acted on by herself, in the cases of the 
Comet an! Encom um? 

To us this is not a mere abstract question, nor 
one simply relating to the free use of the high seas. 
It comes nearer home, It is one of free and safe 
passige from one port to another of our Union; as 
much so to vs, as a question touching the free and 
safe use of the channels between England and 
Ireland on the one side, and the opposite coast of 
the continent on the: ether, would be to Great 
B.itain. To understand its deep importance to us, 
it must be borne in mind, that the island of Ber- 
mua lies but a short distance off our coast, and 
that the channel between the Bahama islands and 
Florida is not less than two hundred miles in 
length; and on an average not more than fifty 
wide; and that through this long, narrow and difi- 
cult channel, the immense trade between our ports 
on t:e Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic coast must 
pass, which, at no distant period, will constitute 
more than half of the tra‘e of the Unions: ‘The 
principle sct np by the British Government, if car- 
ried out to its fuli extent, would do much to close 
this a'l-important channel, by rende ing it too 
hazardous for use. She has only to give an irdefi- 
nite extension to the principle applied to the case 
of the Enterprise, and the work would be done; 
and why has she not as gord a right to apply it to 
a cargo of sugar or cotton, as to the slaves who 
produced it? 

I have now, I trust, established, to the satisfaction - 
of the Senate, wha: I proposed when I commenced; 
that the principle on which compensation was al- 
lowed in the cases of the Comet and Encomium, 
equally embraces that of the Enterprise; that no 
just distinction can be male between them; and 
that the British negotiator, in attempting to make 
a distinction, was forced to assume the point in 
controversy. And here I might conclude my re- 
marks, as far as these resolutions are concerned; 
but there are other questions connected w.th this 
subject, not less important, which demand atten- 
tion, and which I sball now proceed to consider. 

It is impossible to read the correspondence be- 


a6é 


Q6ru Cona.. IST SESS. 


tween the two Governments without the impression 
that the question iavolvei in the negotiation was 
one of deep embarrassment to the B itish ministry. 
The great iengih of the negotiation, consi: ecing the 
simplicity and paucity of the points involved, the 
long celay before an answer could be had at all, 
and the manifest embarrassment in making the 
distinction between the cases allowed and the one 
rejected, plainly indicate that there was some se- 
cret, unseen difficulty in th: way, net dircctly be- 
longing to the questions involved in the cases. 
‘What was that difficulty? If I mistake not, it 
will be found in the condition of things in Eng- 
land, and esp. cially in reference to those in power. 
Itis my wish to do the Ministry amp’e justice, 
as I believe they were desirous of doing us; 
but it is not to be disguised that there was no 
small difficulty in the way, from the state of things 
under which they acted, and which I shall next 
explain. 

The present Whig ministry held, and still 
bold, their power, as is well known, by a 
precarious tenure. Their party is, in fact, 
in a minority, and can only svpport them- 
selves against the powerful party in opposition, by 
such adventitious aid as can be coneciliated. Among 
the subdivisions «f party in Great Britain, the Abo- 
Jition interest is one of no little power; and it wiil 
be seen at once, that the question involved in the 
negotiation is one in reference to which they wou'd 
have Do little seasibi'ity. Like all o'her fanatics, 
they have lit'le regard either to reason cr justice, 
where the object of their enthusiasm is conceraed. 
To do us justice, without offending such a party, in 
such a case, was no easy task; and to offend them, 
without losing the ascendency of their party, and 
the reins of Government, was almost impossible. 
The Ministry had to act uader these conflicting 
considerations; and I intend no disrespect in say- 
ing that the desire of conciliating £0 s'rong a party, 
and thereby retaining place, when opposed to the 
demands of justice, c. uld not be without its we ght. 
The course, accordingly, taken, was such as might 
have been anticipated frem these opposing motives. 
To satisfy our urgent claim for jastice, compensa- 
tion was allowed in two of the cases, and to avoid 
offending a powerful and zealous party, a distinc- 
tion was taken between ihem and the other, the 
effects of which would be to clese the door against 
foture demands of the kind. I mean not to say, 
tha' deliberate and intentional injustice was done; 
bat simply, that these conflicting causes, which it is 
obvious, from the circums‘ances of the ease, m ist 
have been in operation, would, by a natural and an 
unseen bias, lead to that result. 

But another question of far greater magnitude, 
growing out of the foregoing, presents itself for 
consideration: to what must that result finally lead, 
if Great Britain should persist in the decision which 
it has made? I hold it impossible for her ‘o main- 
tain the position she has taken. She must anan- 
don it as untenable, and take one of two «ther 
positions: either that her munivipal laws are para- 
monnt to the law of nations,when they come into 
conflict; or that s'avery—the right of man to hold 
property in man—is against the law of nations. Itis 
only on the one or other of these suppositions that the 
act for abolishing s'avery can have the force she 
attributes to it, 

The former she cannot take, without vir- 
taally abolishing the entire system of interna- 
tional laws. She cou'd not think of assuming 
that her municipal laws were paramount, without 
admitting those of other States also to be So; which 
would be to annul the system, and substitute in its 
place universal violence, discord and conflict. This 
would force her on the other alternative, which, if 
it were true, would give her a solid foundation for 
the rejection of cur claim,on the incontestable prin- 
ciple that the laws of nations would not enforce that 
which violates themselves. Nor are there wanting 
indications, in the correspondence, (to sone of 
wh:ch I have alluded,) that the position she has ta- 
ken in reference to the Enterprise, is but prelimina- 
ry to the adoption of that alternative. There are, 
however, many difficulties to” be got over, before 
she can openly take it. 

It would require, in 
stare of effrontery, for 


the first place, no small 
a nation which has 
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been the greatest slave dealer on earth; a na- 
tion, which has dragged a greater number 
of Africans from their native shores to peo- 
ple her possessions, and to sell, to others, and 
which forced ourancestors to purchase slaves frum 
her against their remonstrance, while co'onies, 
(not improbably the ancestors of the owners of 
those slaves to purchase the ancestors of the 
slaves,for which she now refuses compensation, )—it 
would, I repeat, require no small effron‘ery to turn 
round and declare that she neither had, nor could 
have, the right to the property she sold us, nor could 
we, without deep crime, retain possession. We 
all know what such conduct would be called among 
individuals, without, indeed, followed by a tender 
back of the purchase money, with ample compensa- 
tion for damages; and there is no good reason why 
it should be called by a less harsh epithst, when ap- 
plied to the conduct of nations. 

But there is another difficulty. The avowal 
of the principle would place her in conflict 
with all the authorities on the law cf na- 
tions, and the custom of all ages, past and pre- 
sent;and weuld bring her into collision with all 
nations whose institutions would be outlawe | by 
the avowal, and what, perhaps, she would most 
regard, it wou'd put her in conflict with herself. Yes, 
she who refused to compensate our citizens for 
| property unjustly seized and de‘ained under her 
autherity, on the ground that she had forbade the re- 
cognition of slavery in her lerritory, had then, and 
has, at thisday, hundreds of thousands of slaves 
in the most wretched condition, held by her sub- 
jects in her Eastern possessions; and worse, by her- 
self. With al her boast, she is a s'ave holder, 
and hires out and receives hire for slaves. 1 
speak on high authority—the Asiatic Journal for 
1838, printed ia her own me:ropolis. 

Here the Secaerary read the following extracts 
from pages 221: 

“GOVERNMENT OF SLAVES IN Matapar.—We 
know that there is not a servant of Government, 
in the s-uth of India, who is net intimately ac- 
quainted with the alarming fact, that hundreds of 
thousands of his fellow-creatures are fettered down 
for life to the degraded destiny of slavery. We 
know that these unfortunate beings are not, as is 
the case in other canines, serfs of the soil, and 
incapable of being iransferred, at the pleasure of 
their owners, from one estate to another. No 
they are daily sold, like cattle, by one proprietor to 
another; the husband is separated from the wife, 
and the parent from the child. They are loaded 
with every indignity; the utmost possible quantity 
of labor is exacted from them, and the mest meagre 
fare that human natnre can possibly subsi.t on is 
doled out to support them. The slave population 
is composed of a great variety of classes: the 
de-cendants of those who have been taken prison- 
ers in time of war, persons who have been kid- 
nappad from the neighboring States, people who 
have been born under such circumstances as that 
they are considered without the pale of the ordina- 
ry castes; and others who have been smuggled from 
the coast of Africa, torn from their country and 
their kindred, and destined to a more wretched 
lot, and, as will te seen, to a more enduriug canti- 
vity than their brethren of the western world. Will 
it be telieved, that Government itself partic pates 
in this description of property; that it actually 
holds possession of slaves, and lets them ont for 
bire to the cultivators of the country, the rent of a 
whole family being two fanams, or half a rupee 
per annum ” . 

But why dwell on these comparatively few slaves? 
The whole of Hindostan, with the adjacent pocses- 
sions, is one magnificent plantation, peop'ed by 
more than one hundre millions of slaves, belong- 
ing to a company of gentlemen in England, called 
the East India Company, whcse power is far more 
unlimited and despotic than that of any Southern 
planter over his slaves—a power upheld by the 
sword and bayonet, exacting more and leaving less 
by far of the produet of their labor to the subject 
race, than is le‘t under our own system, with mech 
less regard to their comfort in sickness and age. 
This vast system of servitude carries wish itself the 
elements of increase: not, it is true, by the African 


slave trade, but by means not less inhuman; that of 
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organizing the subject race into armivs, and ex- 
hausting their strength and life in reducing all 
around to the same state cf servitude. 

But it may be said, that the Eas! India Company 
is but a department of the British Government, 
threugh which it exercises its contro], and holds in 
subjection that vast region. Be it se. I stickle not 
for nice distinctions. But how stands the case un- 
der this aspect? If it be contrary to the laws of 
nature, or nations, for man to hold man in subjec- 
tion individually, is it not equally contrary fora 
body of men to hold ancther in subjection? And if 
that be true, is it not as much so for one nation to 
hold another in. subjection? If man individually has 
an absoluie rght to self-government, have not 
men aggregated into States, or nations, an equal 
right? If there be a difference, is not the right 
the more perfect ina pecple, or nation, than in 
the individuals who compose it? And is not the 
subjection of one people to another usually ac- 
companied with, at l-ast, as much abuse, cruel- 
ty, and oppression, as that of one individual to an- 
other? Is it possible to make a distinction which 
shall jus'ify the one and condemn the other? 
And if not, what right, then, I ask, has Great 
Britain to hold India in subjection, if it be con- 
trary to the laws of nature, or nations, for one 
man to hold another in subjection? Or, what right 
to hold Canada, or her numerous snbject cole- 
nes, all over the globe? Or, to come nearer to the 
point, in what light does it place her boasted aboli- 
tion of slavery in the West Inuies? What has 
she, in reality, done there but to break the 
comparatively mild and guardian au hority of 
the master, and to substitute in its place her 
own direct and unlimited power? What 
but to replace the overseer, by the army, the 
sheriff, the constable, and the tax colicctor? 
Has she made her s'aves fiee? Given them the 
rigt of self-government! Is it not mockery t^ call 
their present subject condition freedom? What 
would she call it, if it were hers—if, by some ca- 
lamity to her and the civilized wold, she should 
fall under similar subjection to France, or some 
other power? Would she ca'l that freedom, or the 
most galling and into‘erable slavery? 


But I approach near home. I cross the Atlantic, 
passing unnoticed subjugated Treland, with her 
eight millions of people, and only ninety thousand 
voters, and placing myself on the boasted shores of 
England herself, I ask, how will the principle work 
there? 

It was estimated by Burke, if my memory serves 
me, shortly before the beignning of this century, 
that the British public, estimating as such all who 
exercised influence over the Government, did not 
exceed 200,000 individuals. Since then it has, no 
doubt, greatly increased by the extension of the 
right of suffrage and ether causes. Say that it has 
treb'ed or quadrupled, and, to be liberat, that it 
amounts to seven or eight hundred thousand. 
In this small portion, then, is. vested the 
supreme controt and dominion over the 
twenty-five millions, which constitute the popula- 
tion of the British isles. If, then, it be contrary to 
the laws of nature or nations for man to hold. man 
in subjection, or one naton another, how can à 
small part or class of a community hold the rest? 
Or on what principle, according to that maxim, can 
these xew hundred thousands hold so many millions? 
If the right of self goveinment ferbids the subjec- 
tion of one man to ancther, does it not equally for 
bid that ofa small portion of the commuaity ove 
the residue? And, if so, must not the maxim termi- 
nate in the utter overthrow of the pre-ent pol tical 
and social system of tireat Britain, and the rest of 
Europe? 

What a picture is presented to the mind 
in contemplating the present state of things in Eng- 
land! We behold a small is'and, in the German 
ocean, under the absulute control of a few hun- 
dred thousand individuals, holding in unlimited sub- 
jection not less than one hundred and fitty millions 
of human beings, dispersed over every part of the 
globe, making not less than two hundred to each 
of the dominant c'ass; and yet that class pro- 
pagating a maxim, with more than mis- 
sionary zeal, that strikes at the foundation 
of this mighty power! I would say to her 
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and other powers impelled by like madaess, 
You are attempting what will prove impossible. 
You lay dewn a maxim which you would limit in 
iis applica'ion, so asto saityour own safety and 
convenience. Vain hope in this inquiring and in- 
vestigating age. You cannot make a monopoly of 
a principle so as to vend it for your own benefit. 
It will be carried out to its ultimate results, when 
its reaction will be terrific on your social and poli- 
tical condition. Already it Legins to show its 
fruits. ‘The sabject mass of your population, un- 
der the name of Chartists, are now clamoring for 
the benefit ef the maxim, as applied to themselves. 
They demand practically, in their case, the benefit 
of the principle you propagate at a distance; and 
for so doing, arecut down without mercy. My 
object is not to censure the course adopted towards 
them. Itis not for me to judge what your safety 
may require. Iam simply thowing that the maxim 
on which you profess to act in relation to the West 
India colonies, and which you must apply to our 
case, in order to sustain your decision, begins to 
be applied to your own at home. It is only the 
beginning. Already it is passing into a higher and 
more intellectual class, who are applying jit 
to the present social and poitical condi- 
tion of Europe. A body of men, not incon- 
siderable either for numbers or talents, on 
the continent of Eurcpe, and particularly in France, 
are busy in making such application. They are 
men not of a character to stop short, or be intimi- 
dated by final results Already they proclaim that 
social or political slavery—that which results from 
the subjection of the great mass of society to the 
small governing class, is worse than domestic 
lavery—that which exists within the southern por- 
tion of our Union, in its mildest and most mitizated 
form. In illustration, I will read an extract from 
the Paris correspondent of the Na‘ional Intelli- 
gencer, said to be Mr. Walsh, taken from the work 
of the Abbe Lamannais: 

“The Abbe exclaims, ‘In good sooth, I am not 
in the least astonished that so many, viewi: g only 
the material side of things, and the present separa- 
ted from the future, should, in the midst of our 
boasted civilization, regret the arcient domestic 
slavery. Thirty-three millions of Frenchmen, true 
serfs of this era, crouch ignominiously under the 
domination of two hundred thousand privileged 
masters, and snpreme dispensers of their lot. Such 
is the fruit of our struggles for half a century. 
Slaves, arise and break your chains! let them no 
longer degrade in you the name of man! Eighteen 
centuries of Christianity have elapsed, and we still 
live under the pagan system.’ ” ; 

To this J add another ex'rsct, taken from another 
of the public journals, which wil! give some idea 
what are the fruits of slavery in the form so vehe- 
mently denounced by the Abbe: 

“ENGLAND aND IRELAND —It’s enough to make 
one’s heart bleed, if all were true, in the winter 
pictares drawn of the starved, suffering condition 
of the peasantry in the bogs—their cabins inunda- 
ted with rains and mud—the bodies of the laborers 
saturated with wet, slseping on -fireless hearths, 
and ‘peat at the exorbitant price of a penny a sod— 
too exorbitant to cook the very few potatoes they 
may have. Parallel to these scenes the English opera- 
tives are stated to be reduced to dire extremity, and 
around these dark and gloomy spots, we have nar- 
ratives of the luxurious and voluptuous life led by 
the favored few of the gentry and nobility.” 

“If such is the condition of what the Abbe calls 
“ihe serfs of this era” io the most civilized coun- 
try in Europe, well may our domestic slave, in the 
midst of plenty, and under the guardian care of a 
master, identified with him in interest, rejoice at 
his comparative happy condition. The exagge- 
rated picture, drawn by the most infuriated Aboli- 
tionist, can find nothing in the whole region of the 
South to equal this picture of misery and want; 
and yet it is Great Britain, wherein such a con- 
irast of wretchedness and volup'uousness exists, 
that wages such unrelenting hostility against domes- 
tic slavery ! She wars against herself. The maxim 

_ She now pushes against ethers, will, in turn, be 
pushed against her. She is preparing the 
way for universal discord, within and with- 
out, The movement began with Wilberforce, 
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and other misguided men like him, who, although 
humane and benevolent, looked at the surface of 
things, with little knowledge of the springs of hu- 
man action, or the principles on which the existing 
social and political fabric of Europe rests; and, I 
may add, jike all other enthusiasts, without much 
regard, as to the means employed in accomplish- 
ing a favorite objict. 

There never before existed on this globe a na- 
tion that piesented such a spectacie as Great Bri- 
tain does at this moment. Sne seems to be actu- 
ated by the most opposite and conflicting motives. 
While apparent'y actuated by so much zeal, on this 
side of the Cape of Good Hope, in the cause of 
human'ty and liberty, she appears to be actuated, on 
the other side, by aspirit of conquest and domination 
not surpassed by Rome, in the haughtiest days of the 
Republic. She has just subjected and added to her 
vast empire in the East, the country between India 
and Pe sia; and is at this moment, if we are to be- 
lieve recent accounts, preparing an extensive expe- 
dition against the oldest of nations, containing a 
population not less than a fourth of the human 
race—a n:tion that has lived through generations 
of nations, and which was old and civilized before 
the Governments of Western Europe came into ex- 
istence; I need scarcely say I refer to China. Let 
me add to her other claims to respect and venera- 
tion, that, of all despotic Governments, it seems to 

me, (judging from the scanty evidence we have of 
a people so secluded,) itis the wisest and most pa- 
rental. And for what, if we may believe report, is 
Great Britain about to wage war against this vene- 
rable and peaceful people? To force on them the use 
of opium, the product of her slaves on her 
Hinda plantation, against the resistance of the 
Chinese Government. And what is the ex- 
tent and character of this trade? It is calculated 
it wou'd have reached, the Jast year, had it not 
been interrupted, forty thousand chests, or more 
than five millions of pounds, woith about twenty 
millions of dollars, sufficient, by estimate, to sup- 
ply thirteen or fourtees millions of opium smokers, 
and to cause a greater de:truction of life annually, 
than the aggreza'e number of negroes in the 
British West India colonies, whose condition has 
been the cause of so much morbid sympathy. It 
is against the trade in this pern’cious and poisonous 
drag, carried on by fraud and smuggling, that the 
Chinese Government has taken the most energetic 
and decisive meacures, as it was called to do by the 
highest consideration of policy and humanity. Of 
all deaths, none is more wretched than that occa- 
sioned by this seductive but fatal drug. The sub- 
ject slowly expires, with all the powers and func- 
tions of mind and body completely exhausted, a 
spectacle odious t> behold. 
Such is the trade which, it is said, the expedition 
is intended to enforce, against the decrees of the 
Chinese Government. The rumor, I hope, is 
groundless. I hope, for the honor of England—for 
the honor of modern civilization, and the Christian 
name—that its object is far different; and that, in- 
s‘ead of enforcing a traffic so abominable, it is in- 
tended to co-operate with the wise and humane pc- 
licy of the Chinese Government in suppressing it; 
and that, so far from aiding smugglers and ruffians, 
it is intended to seize and punish them, as they de- 
serve. If, however, rumor should prove true, what 
a contrast it would exhibit between the conduct cf 
Great Britain in that and this quarter of the globe? 
There, we find her ext-nding her power and domi- 
nion, regardless of justice or hamanity; while here, 
we find her in the depth of sympathy for a band of 
negroes, brought into our por‘s undr a suspicion 
of murder and piracy, intermeddling in their behalf 
with our own and the Spanish Governments—and 
that, too, at the solicitation of an Abotition seciety 
of her own subjects! Strange as this may seem, 
itis true. I hold in my hand evidence of the fact, 
which J request the-Secretary to read. 

The Secretary then read the following: 
“Forren Orrice, Londen, Dec. 23, 1839. 
“Sir: With 1eference to the memorial of the 
Glasgow Emancipation Society, dated the 25th of 


“October last, on behalf of the negroes who took 


possess’on of the Amistad, and were subsequently 
carried to New London, in the United States of 


‘America, I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to 
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state to you, for the information of the above men- 
tioned seciety, that his lordship has directed her 
Majesty’s M nister at Washington to interpose his 
good offices in their behalf, in order that they may 
be restored to liberty; and h's lordship bas further 
instructed her Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Ma- 
drid to call upon the Spanish Government to issue, 
immediately, strict orders to the authorities of Cu- 
ba, that, if the request of the Spanish Minister at 
Washington is complied with, the negroes in ques- 
tion may be put in possession of their liberties. 

“Her Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Madrid has 
likewise been instructed to urge the Spanish Go- 
vernment to cause the laws against the slave trade 
to be enforced against Messrs. Ruiz and Montez, 
and against all other Spanish subjects concerned in 
the transaction in question. 

“I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

«W. FOX STRANGWAYS. 

“Wm. P. Parton, esq. &c. Glasgow.” 


Yes, strange ways, indeed, if it might be per- 
mited, on so grave an occasion, to allude toa 
name. Strange ways—matking millions of slaves 
in one hemisphere—forcing, by fice and sword, 
the poisonous product of their labor on an old and 
civilized peop‘e, while, in another, interposing, in a 
flood of sympathy, in behalf of a band of barba- 
rous slaves, with hancs imbrued with blood! J 
trust such officious intermedling will be met as it 
deserves. Has it come to this, that we cannot 
touch a subject connected with an African, with- 
out the interference of another Government, at tbe 
solicitatien of a foreign society, instigated, nọ 
doubt, by a foreign faction among ourselves? I 
mean not a faction of foreigners, but of our own 
people, who, in their fanatical zeal, have lost every 
feeling belonging to an American, and transferred 
their allegiance to a foreign power. 


In making these remarks, I have not been actu- 
ated by fee'ings of hostility towards Great Britain. 
My motive is far different. With all her faults I 
admire and esteem her for many and great quali- 
ties. My desire is peace. It is the wish of the 
civilized world; and I would regard war between 
the two kindred people as among the greatest of 
calamities. But justice is indispensable to peace 
among nations. Our maxim ought to be, neither 
to do, nor submit to, wrong—to asi for nothing but 
jestice, and te accept nothing less; but never disturb 
peacefui relations till every means of obtaining 
justice has been tried ia vain. Ihave, in this case, 

acted in that spirit. I believe, solemnly, that jus- 
| tice bas been withheld.. To prove that, has been 
my object. [trust I bave done it to the satisfaction 
of the Senate. I also beleve that justice has been 
wiihhe!d on grounds ut'erly un'enab’e, and which, 
if persisted in, must lead, in the end, to the avowal 
of a principle, on the part of Great Britain, that 
must strike a fatal b'ow at the peace of the two 
countries; and, in its reaction, on the social and po- 
litical conditi n of Great Britain and the rest of 
Europe. Thus believing, 1 have attempted to 
point to some of the disas'rous consequences which 
must follow, with the view of rousing attention to 
the q iest'o 1 at issue between the two Governments, 
in the case under consideration, in o, der to ‘obtain 
redress of injury. If, in making my remarks, I 
have assailed her, it is because we have been as- 
sailed, as I conceive, in assuming the principle on 
which justice has been withheld. ; 


The immediate object I had for introducing these 
resolutions was, to take the sense of the Senate on 
the subject to which they refer; and which embra- 
ces a principle vital to us of the South, and of deep 
interest to the rest of the Union. My conviction is 
strong, that we have justice on our sid>; and I wish 
to afford to our brethren in the other sections, an 
opportunity of exhibiting a proof of their altach- 
ment to the common interest, by sustaining a cause 
where we are particularly concerned, as we did, at 
the last session, by sustaining unanimously one 
where they were.* ` f f 

I have no particular wish, as to the mode of dis- 
posing of the resolutions. All I desire is a direct 
vote on them; bat [ am indifferent, whether they 
shall be first referred and reported on, OF be discus- 


*Refeir.ng to the case of Maine. 
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sed and decided on without reference. I leave the 
Senate to decide which course shall be adopted. 
Mr. GRUNDY said that as very important prin- 
ciples were involved in these resolutions, it would 
be proper that we should examine the whole ground 
before we vite upon them. He was himse!f pre- 


pared to vote now, having had occasion to examine | 


the question some time since, but others very pro- 
bably had not done so. The able speech of the 
Senator fiom South Carolina had thrown much 
light on the subject, and could not fail of attracting 
the atten‘ion of Senators to it. He would therefore 
prefer that it should be passed over informally 
for the present. As to the interference of the 
British Government in the matter of the Afii- 
cans taken in the Amistad he thought it was 
decidedly wrong, and no good coald result from 
it. It was a question which could only concern two 
Governments—the Spanish and American—both of 


which are perfectly competent to protect the rizhts | 


of their citizens, and do justice in the premises. 
Under these circumstances he considered the un 
asked interference of a third power an intrusion. 
He wished tosee what course the Executive would 
take in this matter, as in quest ons between foreign 
Governm nis and our own, he thought we should 
act nationally—that all the departments of our Go- 
vernment should act in harmony. 

Mr. KING said he was fully impressed with the 
importance of the subject, as no one could fail of 
being who had investizated it, or who lad listened 
to the remarks of the Senator from South Carolina. 
lt was a question which, if not arrested and settled 
now, will lead to momentous and disastrous conse- 
quences hereafter. Viewing it in this light, and 


with a view to afford an opportunity for full inves- | 


tigation, he would, with the assent of his friend 
from South Carelina, move the reference of the 
re-olations to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
Mr. CALHOUN assenting, 
The resolutions were accordingly referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 


REMARKS ỌF MR. REYNOLDS 
OF ILLINOIS, 

esentatives, March 28, 1840 —On 
the bill apgropriating money for the relief of 
Thomas Fillebrown, jr. 

Mr. R5Y NOLDS said: 

EAKER: It is very seldom I address the 
House and i would at no time attempt it, if Idd 
not tAnk it was my imperious duty to my con- 
titwents. I am clearly satisfied that a policy is 
ut to be established in this House that will not 
favorable to the interests of the people in ‘the 
far West,” and particularly unfavorable to the 
district in the State of Illinois which [ represent. 


And in order to try to convince this House that the | 


non-eppropriation policy is unjust and improper at 
this, or any other time, I came here into this 
part of the hal}, among my political friends, and 


ri-e up inthe midst of them to endeavor to con- — 
vince them and others, that this is not the true po- ‘| 


licy of the country. 

Every one who knows me, is satisfied I am net ex- 
travagant in my own ease, and therefore would 
not wish the Government to be so. But it is better 
never to speak of one’s self, and so I will decline any 
farther remarks on my private transac'ions. 

The case now before the House is of the smallest 
consideration, and will coasume more time in the 
discussion than the amount of money invelved in 
it is worth. 


It is not retrenchment or economy to delay the | 


action of Congress from greater interests, and to 
prolong the session for months to come, by such dis- 
cussion. When a committee have the sabject be- 
fore them, and give it, as they generally do, a full, 
fair, and impartial investigation, { generally 
acquiesce in this decision, and support it. Men 
must have, to some extent, confidence in one 
another, or the bonds of civil, as well as political, 
society, must be sever.d and destroyed. This 
would be ruinous to the peace and happiness of the 
people. We must, to some extent, confide in each 
other. 

I know, Mr. Speaker, the Committee on the Pub- 


lic Lands, of which I am an humble member, investi- | 


| ry and the embarrassments of the country. 
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gate matters thoroughly. This is right. They give 
the subjects brought before them a fair, and impar- 
tial, and, I think at times, a rigərous investigation. 
They do nothing more than they conceive to be just 
and proper. But I can assure this House that any 
thing that comes out from that committee in rela- 
tion to the public lands may be implicitly relicd on. 
It will not need much more investigation; as every 
part of the public domain is measured over and 
over again, inch by inch, before any decision is 
given on it. 

This, I suppose, is the case with other commit- 
lees, I presume not to say that any one commit- 
tee is beter than another. I suppose the Commit- 
tee of Claims give to the subjects before them such 
investigation as we may confide in. 

I know not if the claim now before the Hou-e 
was investigated by the Hon. Mr. Whittlesey, the 
old chairman of the Committee of Claims. He 
is absent, and it will not be said to be flattery to his 
face, to say that he gave these claims that sober 
ani searching investigation which resulted in the 
truth in almost every instance. There was no 
man in Congress, when I was a witness to his 
course, to whom was given more unlimited 
discretion in the adjustment of these claims. More 
meney passed through his hands, on his own re- 
sponsibility, than any ether person in my know- 
ledge. The present chairman is near me, 2nd it is 
unbecoming, before.him, to speak in his favor. 

Politics have nothing to do in this matter. A 
Wanig dollar is the same as a Demccratic dollar. 
The only difference is, that sometimes the Whigs 
favor shinplasters more than the Democrats. But 
at this time shinplasters are not in fashion with 
either party. ‘Ihe conclusion I have come to in 
there smail cases, is to pass them without losing 
too much time in their discus-ion. But it is 
the policy and course of action of both par- 
ties in this House, to pro-trate and destroy 
certain measures and principles, that I rise 
to oppose, and throw my weight, no matter 
how small it may be, into the opposite scale. I do 
this at the expense of speaking a little out of order, 
and to the displeasure, in a small degree, of those 
who have commenced this crusade against necessa- 
ry and proper appropriations. I do it for the sake 
of those whom I represent, and not for “myself. 
Were I to remain silent and see this policy esta- 
blished, I would not be the representative of their in- 
terest, which they expeced me to be. I would be 
derilect in my duty to my consti vents. 

The great and leading objections which are urged 
against these accustomed, and I think proper, ap- 
propriations, are the deranged state of the ‘f'reasu- 


These are the grounds, first and last, and all 
the time, in the mouths of gentlemen thal suppor! this 
policy. Other gentlemen, who are opposed io some 
of these appropriations on constitutional groun.'s, 
think this a mest favorable time to urge, with con- 
fident hopes of success, their principles and policy, 
and I am suiry to say, they seem to bid fair to ob- 
tain a complete triumph. 

I deny not, that in some sections of the Union, 
money is scarce and difficult to obtain. The peo- 
ple may in some cases stand in need of money to 
satisfy old debts, and to relieve themselves 
from embarrassinents of long standing; but I 
lay down this proposition, and wiil prove 
it—that the Government of the United Siates 
is at the present time in a more sound and 
solvent condition than it has ever been in since its 
formation. At no former period has it been: o able 
to exercise such a vigorous aad healthy action as it 
can at this time. If I do not prove this proposition 
to the satis{action of all disinterested minds, I never 
will again aidress th:s House on this or any other 
subject. 


The political axiom, “a poor Government and a 


wealthy people,” will be denied by none, and re- 
eogn'sed by all. That the Government is poor, is 
proved by the records, which, ghe lawyers and 
others would say, import “absolute venty.” This 
is no disparagement to the Administration of the 
Gove nment. Itis inthe situation all Republics 
should be—the Government por, and the people 
in a sound and vigorous condition. 1 may aiso re- 
mark in thjs place, Mr. Speaker, that the Govern- 
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ment is c'ear of any debt whatever, and is at peace 
with all nations. it must also be admitted that the 
population increases as heretofore, aud that the 
great mass of people have turned their atleution to 
business and habits of industry more than in former 


times. 


I will freely admit that there is not near the 
quantity of bank paper in circulation in the Union 
as exisied in 1834, 35, and ’36. 

Facts, “records,” and the voice of the people, 
prove this assertion to the satisfaction of every one. 
And on this very consideration is the country in a 
better and more solvent condition than in those 
years. 

If any great calamity had swept over the land; 
had we been visited by “war, pestilence, and fa- 
mine,” or any such disaster as to destroy the sub- 
stance of the people,we would thereby be poor indeed. 
Tais is not the fact with us. The withdrawal of 
empty promises to pay will not injure the people. 
It is depriving them of no substantial wealth. The 
excess of bank issues is not the substance of the 
country, and it would be a blessing to the people if 
such excess would never agaia reiua among 
them. 

These promises to pay are as light as chaff, and 
in many instances even want “a Iccal habitation 
and a name.” An excess of bank paper not only 
opera'es as an injury to the p7ople, but is in fact a 
fraud practised upon the community. The quan- 
tity of bank paper in circulation, in 1836, was so 
great that the interest on it was twenty-eight or 
thirty millions of dollars per annum. This vasi sum 
of money was paid as interest to the banks, for 
the use of their paper in circulation, and was a 
dead loss to the community. Tais amount of 
interest is surprising; but it is proved by correct 
calculations to be true. This sum wou'd afford 
the annual support ofthe Government, and furnish 
means for the necessary appropria ions to be made 
at each session of Congress. 

It is not pretended that there is no interest paid 
at this time for the paper in virculation; but it is 
not near so much as hereto‘ore. On this consi- 
deration, the Government is in a much better and 
more solvent condition, and better able to make 
appropriations than at any former period. 

Giving th's subject a candid and impartial in- 
vestigation, we must recognise the principle, 
that it is a blessing to our country rather than an 
injury, that we have not, as heretofore, a great 
redundancy of bank paper in circulation. These 
em; ty promises are nol a blessing, but rather a 
cur:e, to the community; and we ought to thank 
God and ourselves that we have gct clear of the 
excess of paper circulation. The si uation of the 
country is now of that sound and healthy charac- 
ter that induces the citizens. to use reasonable exer- 
tions, and make corresponding expenditures. The 
people have abandoned all wild and chimerical 
speculations, and turned their whole energies to 
tne ordinary andcommon avocations of lite. We 
see no more wild and extravagant improvements 
commenced by State Governments, corporations, 
or individuals. The season of extravagance and 
speculation has, I hope, passed away forever, and 
the people again returned to their “ sober se. 
cond thoughts;” to useful and substantial improve- 
ment of the country, and other pursuits of equal 
aud lasting benefit to them elves and the commu- 
nity. 

Another advantage and great biessing we expe- 
rience from this condition of the country is the 
failure to import into the United States the vast 
quantities of merchandise from, fcreign cot ntries, 8S 
we did in the yeas cf exces-ive paper circulation. 
We have, no doubt, a sofficient supply ef the ne- 
cessary articles from foreign markets, and of the swr- 
plus and eziras, we are blessed to have ncne. This 
will teach the people economy, and at ine sam? 
time urge the propriety to manufacture at home 
certain articles for themselves. 

Tiis course of policy will prevent the accumula- 
tio: of a vast debt in foreign countries, with which 
we were heretofore embarrassed. If we collect no 
revenue from the importation of foreiga goods, Wê 
are blessed with the exemption of any debt for 
them; and on this ground we are in a much better 
situation than we were in former times. 


o 
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Our country is returning to the ways of econo- 
my and prudence, and doing without the useless ar- 
ticles from foreiga countries, for which we have 
been cursed with a foreign debt. A considerable 

rtion of the substance of the land was drained 
from the United States to foreign countries, to pay 
our debts. This policy was most ruinous and in- 
jurious to the people of the United States. I 
forced us to pay for useless articles—articles of 
luxary and exiravagance—with our solid sub- 
stance, which will never again return to us. 

In this respect, our country is in a much better 

situation than in the years which were flooded with 
paper money. I do not pretent to say there is no 
jndividoal embarrassment at this time in the Uni- 
ted States. I know weli there is, to a considerable 
extent, in some parts of the Union; but this is con- 
fined to a small number of individuals, and to par- 
ucalar sections of the country. Itis not general 
throughout the country, so as to be sensibly felt in 
the operations of the General Government. These 
spall embarrassments arise mostly from debts con- 
«tracted in the years of paper excitement and specu- 
lation. It is the result cf the bloated c‘rculation, 
and of the intoxicated state of society at that time. 
We are now sobering down from ıt to labor and 
economy. 

Mr. Speaker,the suppcsition must be admitted that 
these debts were contracted for valuable considera- 
tions; and the party owing the debt had an equivalent 
for such debt, and should pay it. These debts are 
mostly due their neighbors, the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States, and therefore the whole concern is 
with the Government, It matters not to the Go- 
veroment in whose hands the wealth and substance 
of the people are, if it be within the power of the 
Government either to levy a tax direct, or by 
way of tariff duties. This Government, like all 
free Governments should do, permits its citizens 
to carry on individual enterprise in the manner 
that may suit their own opinivns of propriety; 

. and if any should become embarrassed, he must 
lay the sin at his own door, and use the proper 
means to extrieate himself from it. The General 
Government cannot interfere in individual cases. 

The conclusion seems to me to be irresistible, 
that, allough there may be some individual em- 
barrassment, yet the nation—the aggregate whole 
—is not embarrassed. The wealth, the substance, 
and the vigorous enterprise of the people are bet- 
ter and greater than they have been in this Govern- 
ment al any time since its creation. 

The real wealth and power of a nation is not 
alone its wealth on hand; it is not the substance in 
existence at the time; but it is the capacity of the 
people to produce, and not to consume more than 
necessary, that constitutes a vigorous and power- 
ful Government. This is pre-eminently the fact 
with the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, without pursuing this subject any 
farher, which might be carried down to a political 
demonstration, I will conelude with the utmost 
confidence, that the Government of the United 
States is, at this time, ın a more sound, solvent, 
and vigorous cundition than it has been in since its 
existence; and therefore more able and capable to 
make all necessary and customary appropriations 
of money for the necessary objects of Govern- 
ment. 

(Mr. Marvin of New York rose, and observed 
to the Speaker, that the gentleman from Illinois 
was out of order. At the same time many voices 
were heard in the hall, saying goon, goon.]} 

Mr. Reywoups, after a short pause, said, Mr. 
Speaker, it may be í am out of order; but the rea- 
son I have taken occasion, on this subject, to 
to address the House, is, that I had no opportunity 
before. Ihave the greatest respect for my friend, 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and for the party with which I act, and as 
they were anxious that the Treasury Note bil 
would pass without delay, and without the friends 
of the Administration delaying it, I refrained from 
speaking on this subject, when that bill was in the 
Committee of the Whole. I did not wish to de- 
lay, but to expedite the legitimate operations of the 
Administration in this House., This is the reason 
I am now before you, Mr. Speaker. As I said be- 


fore, I consider it my duty to throw my small 
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dfop into the bucket as soon as possible to arrest 
this non appropriation policy. 

I am, Mr. Speaker, not at all for a wild and pro- 
digal expenniture of the public money, nor for an 
extravagant and chimerical system of appropria- 
tions. This policy I conceive to be worse than too 
much retrenchment. I dislike the extremes in 
either case. A medium policy, which the Govera- 
ment has pursued since its creation, I think is the 
most wise and proper course to pursue at the pre- 
sent time. This is al I solicit for my constituenis, 
for the Government to pursue the Old beaten track, 
which it has been in since the first days of its ex- 
istence. This seems to me to be so reasonable, 
that it is strange one wouid think to find a man 
against it. 

Mr. Speaker, I have been frequently amused 


| with the various opinions the State Rights party 


assume in this House. It seems tome that when- 
ever any subject cannot easily be understood, or 
when it is necessary to have it misunderstood, the 
doctrive of State Rights is brought into requisi- 
tion, and the yyestion decided by the science of po- 
litical abstractions. 

As far as I can dicover, almost every one in this 
House is of the State Rights party. There cannot 
be much difference of opinion amongs! inte:ligent 
individuals on that plain common s:nse instrument, 
the Con-titution of the United States If we had 
no written Constitution, we mjght honestly enter- 
tain a great difference of opinion; but it is impos- 
sible, in the case of our form of Government. 


Tam opposed to any latitudinous construction, 
which would give to the General Government more 
power and patronage than were intended by the 
Constitution; and I am friendly to a strict construc- 
tion, confining the United S:ates Government to 
national objects alone. I am a State Rights man, 
so far as to retain for the State Governments ther 
legitimate power of action. But! am not for giv- 
ing them all power, by construing the Constitution 
to death. Iam utterly opposed to that construction 
which will destroy its efficacy and its usefulness, 
and place it, as a minor, in the cradle, under the 
exclusive guardianship of the State Rights party. 
Enligh:ened public opinion does not confirm this 
construction. For a series of years, the various 
tribuna!s of the country, composed of the first in- 
telligence of the age, have given to this instrument 
a different constructivn, and such as will enable the 
Congress of the United States to make necessary 
appropriations to advance the“ commerce of the 
country, and to complete useful and important 
works. This construction is not of one or two 
years’ standing; but for a long series, amounting to 
almost the whole time from the formation of our 
Government down to the present time. This 
would show a settled policy and construction, given 
by men the most wise and learned of that day. I 
might mention all the Presidents, from the begin- 
ning of the Government to the present.time, and 
almost all mankind with them, who have given 
the power to the General Government, under the 
Constitution, to make these necessary appropria- 
tions. And, Mr. Speaker, will we now change 
that uniform decision, and abanden these appro- 
priatioas? Are we become more wise an learned 
than our predecessors? 1 do not pretend to it, for 
my part. 


Every individual who respects the peace and or- 
der of society, wiil be pleased at the stability and 
permanency of the laws, as it respects the right of 
private property. This is essen‘ial as to the value 
of property and the peace of socieiy; but how much 
more important is it to have our political rights 
also made certain and permanent?) The value and 
esteem we will entertain for our political rights 
will be very much impaired by chinging them from 
tine to time; we will be secure and certain in no- 
ting, and all things will be floating loose at the 
mercy of every pepniar breeze. This is not what 
the people contemplated, or expected, under a per- 


‘manent and written Consti ution, and a sound ad- 


ministration of it. And I hope they may not be 
disappciated in their views of a permanent Govern- 
ment. 


Mr. Speaker, with this settled po'icy the country, 
for the last thirty or for years, has been identified, 
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and has been interwoven with it for weal and for 
woe. All the political associations and feelings of 
the people in various sections of the Union have 
commenced with this policy, and bave taken rootin 
it, and have grown with it to the present time. Mea 
have grown gray in the advocacy and support of 
these principles, and have witnessed the great pros- 
perity of the couatry under the benign influence of 
this wise and constitutional policy. And are we, 
in the West, under cur crippled condition, to raise a 
revenue, to be abandoned, our necessary and impor- 
taat works,to advance our commerce, to be forsaken, 
and left unfinished, to lose the money already ex- 
pended on them? Is tnis the permanency we ex- 
pected ander a wrilten Constitution and a wise ad- 
ministration of it? Are not the improvements of 
the Ohio and Mississippi rivers important and na- 
tional works? Is it not important to the commeres: 
of the Western country to purchase out for the Go- 
vernment, and make it free, the Portland and Louis- 
ville canal around the Falls of the Ohio? Is it not 
important to improve the Rapids on the Upper 
Mississippi, and remove the Red river rafi? and 
many other necessary improvements in the West? 

It was supposed to be good and wise poiicy to 
make and improve the harbors on the Northern 
Lakes. The Constitution is the same, and the ne- 
cessity for the support of commerce is increased, 
and why not continue the work? The harbor at 
Chicazo is of vital interest to the commerce on 
Lake Michigan, in the State of Illinois. The im- 
provement has been commenced, and why abandon 
à? It is unwise and ruinous policy to arrest these 
useful and important works and let them mowlder 
and decay, when the Government is more able to 
complete them than it was at any previous time 
since iis creation. 

The Cumberland road is a'so a work of this im- 
portant character. It seems it was national and 
constitutional to make it whi'e it was in the old 
States; but when it was carried west of the Ohio 
river, its constitut-onality was suspected, and its 
parents are about to give it a stone, when its friends 
ask for bread to support it. ; 

Mr. Speaker, will the people in the West be re- 
conciled to this course of policy? Will they not 
expect the ordinary appropriations to complete 
these important works, as thev have been accus- 
tomed to receive them for almost an age past? 
We have been led to believe that this course would 
be pursued, and have identified our notions ard 
works with it. : 

Ithink it is unwise policy to indulge in this 
rabid an | utra retrenchment, to cripple and cradle 
the Constitution, and thereby to abandon the settled 
and wise policy of the country. ra 

I think it my duty to my people, apd to my po- 
litical fr'ends and others in this Hasse, to present 
my views to them on this sudjectyand to know, in 
time to come, that I did my defty. I may again 
resume the subject at a prop ‘time. 


R. DUNCAN, 


OHIO, 
ntatives, March 26, 1840-—Jn 
nole, on the bill to author ze 


Mr. Cua 
let the: Oppo 


N: It was my intention to have 
ion do all the talking on this mea- 
sure, but sgfth has been the spread of misrepresen- 
tation acts, prejudicial to the Administration 
and all its measures, fur political effect, that it be- 
comes my duty, in justice to myself, to make a few 
remarks, by way of defence. When the Adminis- 
tration is b oadly and unqualifiedly dencunced in 
every Federal Whig speech made here, as the most 
corrupt of corruptions, and all its measures as lead- 
ing to the over:hrow of this Government and the 
destruction of the people’s be t interests, it becomes 
a da'ty—which every member here owes to himself, i 
who is a supporter of the Administration and ils 
measures and principles—te repel such charges. 
It is in the exerci:e of this duty I will ask your at- 
tention for a short time, as well as to discharge an 
obligation I fee! myself under to the Administration. 

The bill now uader consideration 15 one for the 
relief of the Government. Its very title and the 
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necessity of its existence ought to rally every pa- 
triot to its support. What has superinduced its ne- 
cessity? I answer, the unhappy connection of the 
Government with the banks. In May, 1837, the 
banksstopped payment with upwards of thirty mil- 
lions of the publ'c revenue in their possession, and 
left the Government without a dollar to perfom its 
fiscal operations. Asa matter of necessity the Pre- 
sident called Congress for the purpose of devising 
ways and means by which the wheels of Govern- 
ment might continue to roll. Congress met. 
‘What was to be done? The banks set the Go- 
vernment and a!l its laws at defiance. The Go- 
vernment he'd bonds against our importing mer- 
chants to the amount of fourteen millions; but no 
relief was found in this resource, for the banks 
owned the merchants. I say, what was to be done? 
Nothing but to use the credit of the Government. 
How was that tv be used? But two plans pre- 
sented themselves. The one was the issue of 
Treasury no'es to the amount of the wants uf 
the Government, or to apply to the moneyed 
aristocracy of Europe for a loan. The former 
was adopted—the entire Democracy voting for 
and sustaining it against the entire Federal par- 
ty, who were ia favor of the latter. 

The act then passed to authorize the issue 
of Treasury notes, has once or twice been 


renewed since, from the same necessity, and that © 


is the object of the present bill. 
submit an extract from the Treasurer’s report, 
which will illustrate. The Treasurer says: 

Thus, as to a 


says: i 
“Tho efficient means in that year will then amount, in the ag- 
regate, to - - - - - $20,156,385 
should make appropriations to the extent 

desired by the different Departments, the expendi- 

tures for 1840, independent of the redemption of 

Treasury notes, are estimated at - - 
Including ali the Treasury notes to be redeemed, the 

aggregate expenditure would be about 
This would leave a deficit in the Treasury, at the 

close of the year, amounting to - . 2,593,315 

He then adda, that certain debts are due from the State banks 
and the United States Bank, which, if paid duly, will prevent a 
deficit; but that it is not prudent to rely exclusively on the pay- 
ment of those debts, and hence that other modes of obviating or 
meeting it are proper. Thus he states: 

Bu: there will be due from the United States Bank, in Septem: 

ber next, on its fourth bond, ahout - - 82,526,576 
The principal now due on the Treasurer’s deposites 

in other banks, which suspended specie payments 

in 1837, is - - - A - 
Should all these claims be collected in 1840, they 

would prevent a deficiency, and leave an available 

balance inthe Treasury of nearly - - $1,082,565 

Tt 1s not, however, considered prudent to reply exclusively on 
the collection of these debte. 

One mode, then, of obviating any difficulty from that circum- 
stance, will be to reduce the aggregate of law appropriations, 
by postponing some, and lessening others, so that the means 

robably available will be sufficient to meetall calls upon the 

reasury, and leave in it an average balance of about two mil- 
lions.” 

He then adds, afterwards: 

“ But, when acting on these or other cases, if Congress can- 
not, consistently with its views of duty to the country, adopt 
the course suggested, and restrict the amount of appropria- 
tions, whether ordinary or extraordinary, to the certain current 
revenue, the en'y remaining courses which seem defensible 
are these; either to provide for recalling portions of the pu blic 
money now deposited with States, or estab‘ish an adequate 
eystem of direct taxation, or at once resort to the contingent 
power contemplated in the existing laws connerning the tariff, 
when changes become necessary for purposes of revenue, and 
restore the duty on several articles of Juxury now free.” 

Thus the Secretary urges action on it in the first 
half of the year, and assigns his reasons for it: 

“all these, and similar considerations in favor of some per- 
manent provision on this subject, apply with still greater force 
than thay have heretofore. ‘The available balance in the Trea- 
sury, to facilitate its o erations, is much smaller than has for- 
merly heen usual. The receipts on the debts still due from 
banks, after two previous disappointments as to some of them, 
must be regarded with increased doubt; and if they should be 
paid within the coming year, the outstanding Treasury notes 
become redeemable in the first half of it, and must be discharged 
gome months before the,bond of the Bank of the United States 
falls due in September.” 

In conclusion, he adds: 

“The Department, therefore, is now without any resort, teme 

rary or permanent, in case of ma erial deficiencies, and con- 
sidering all the circumstances before mentioned, with the dan- 
gerous liability in law to have the whole outstanding Treasury 
notes paid in at any moment for public dues, without a power 
remaining to issue others in their stead; considering also the 
present revulsion in the commercial werid, which affects £o 
seriously the receipts from both duties and lands; considerir-g 
the disasters which are befalling the banks, and rendering our 
-collected fundsin some cases wholly unavailable, and the ad- 
vances necessary to be soon made for the large payment of pen- 
sions, and Treasury notes falling due in March, the earliest at- 
tention to new legislation on this subject seems highly pru- 
dent, if not indispensable, for the effectual security of the public 
credit.” 

But, sir, notwithstanding this plain, honest, and 


unsophisticated statement of the finances of the Go- 


20,000,000 
22,750,000 


1,149,904 


permanent deficiency in 1840, the Secretary | 


I herewith |: 
| behalf. 


vernment and the necessity of this measure, which 
isa part of the Secretary’s report, and plainly 
hinted at in the President’s message, the Presi- 
dent and the Secretary have been charged, in the 
face of these facts, with attempting to gull and 
deceive the peop'e by withholding, in the mes- 
sage and ieport, the real state of the finances. What 
is there too reckless for these modern Whigs to do? 
Sir, I have presented the expose of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. It is sufficient for my pur- 
pose to show the necessity of the issue of the 
amountof Treasury notes for which it provides. 
An intelligent community will appreciate the im- 
portance and necessity of the measure. It has 
been objected to on constitutional grounds. This 
objection I will leave to those who assume to them- 


selves the peculiar and exclusive guardianship of 


the Constitution—to those whose political menoma- 
nia is so well understood, that the Constitution has 
as little to fear from them as the community has to 
fear from the prophetic predictions of the lunatic 
pining in the last stages of refined metaphysical 
abstraction. : 

This bill has been in Committee of ihe Whole 
House for nearly two weeks. The chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, at its intro- 
duction, made a short explanatory speech. Another 
of the committee (Mr. VanDERPvEL] made a short 
speech of the same character. These are all the 
Democratic speeches that have been made in its 
The balance of the whole time has been 
consumed by the Whigs. 

In the discussion, every measure of the Adminis- 
traton has been se zed on and made the subject 
of unmeasured abuse; to all of which I will not now 
attempt to respond. 1 will wait for the action of 
the House upon another measure shortly to be be- 
fore it, (I mean the Independent Treasury;)and I 
will nuw confine my remarks to the subject of the 
Florida war. 

In the rematks which I am about to make, I 
may use language which may be considered un- 
becoming this place; ifso, it must be charged to 
the unlimited abuse and reckless denunc:ations 
which we hear every day and every hour from the 
Oppositon, and which we, the Administration, 
and the whole Demvcratic party, are the subjecis 
of; and this is ali the apology I have to make. 

Bat to tte Florida war. 

Mr. Chairman, I take it fer granted that an at- 
tempt will be made to convert every measure of 
the Administration, now before the country, of a 
general character, as well as those of a special na- 
ture, more immediately connected with the Admi- 
nistratiun of the Gevernment, into political capital. 
This, the Opposition have a political right to do. 
I suppose if I were a Federalist, and as hard run 
as they are, I would do so too. At a time when 
the financial circumstances of Sparta were greatly 


| embarrassed, a person offered Callicratidas (her 


principal commacder) 50,000 crowns, under such 
circumstances as Callicratidas thought dishonora- 
bie to Sparta, and he refused to accept. it; upon 
which Cleander, one of his officers, said, oy 
would accept the offer if I were in your 
place? ‘and so would I if I. were ia 
yours,” said Callicratidas. I suppose if I pos- 
sessed the same principles that govem them, I 
would take the same means which they do to carry 
them out. If the Federal's's have a political right 
to thwart the Administration in all i's measures, 
right or wrong, and to use a!l means, fair an‘ foul, 
to bring it into disrepute with the pcopie at home, 
and dishonor and disgrace abroad, such a right 
is not exetcised.in patriotism, nor is it foun:ted in 
honor or justice; and while they are exercising, in 
base and unmanly abuse, a privilege which finds 
a political right in the free institutiuns of our coun- 


“try, rather than in the pure principles of justice oF 


manly and honorable resistance, 1 hold the friends 
of this Administration will find an apology with 
the people who support it, in using a part o° their 
fine and means in repelling the charges whi hcon- 
stitate the political capital of the Opp ‘sition. 
Among the many measures furnishing charges 
(as is pretended) of corruption and  profli- 
gacy against the Administration, none seems to 
be more fiuitfnl than the Florida war. Every Whig 
in the country, however unacquainted he may be 


-accidentally picked up, 


with the Florida war, its causes, ils progress, the 
difficulties attending its management, or the means 
the Administration have or have not had to termi- 
nate it, takes the cue from this Capitol, and yelps 
extravagance, disgrace, imbecility, and profligacy. 
Yes, sir, the veriest coxcomb that ever strutted in 
buckram, or represented the brainless dandy, who 
never heard a musket shot, or saw an Indian, can 
chatter the failures of the Florida war, and pro- 
nounce sentence upen the Administration and the 
War Department, with all the periness of a well 
taught parrot; and from this Capitol proceeds their 
lessson. 

Well, sir, while the Opposition are denouncing 
the Administration in broad and unqualified terms, 
without defining causes, or giving reasons for the 
procrastination of the war, for the benefit of those 
who may read me, I will ask your attention a short 
time, while I briefly trace some of the difficulties 
which the Administration have had to encounter in 
Florita. 

Fiorida is situated between the 25th and 31st de- 
grees of north latitude. Itis bounded on the south 
and west in its whole extent by the Gulf of Mexico, 
andon the east by the Atlantic ocean, in its whole 
extent on that side. It is near four hundred miles 
in length, and its average breadth is near 
one hundred and fifty miles. Jt presents a 
surface nearly level, made up of everglades, 
lakes, swamps, barren pine lands, and hammocks, 
with some good and well situated land; of each of 
these varieties nearly an equal quantity. The 
swamps are almost impassable, and the hammocks 
almost impenetrable to any human being, except 
an Indian. 

Within the half century of the time when 
all Europe was waked up by the discovery of 
the New World, and when men dreamed of no- 
thing but carving out provinces by the sword, of 
dividing the spoils of empires, plundering temples 
of their riches, riding upon the billows with loads 
of enslaved captives, and despoiling nations of their 
wealth and Governments, or “to plunder the accu- 
mulated treasures of some ancient Indian dynasty.” 
I say it was about this time, or in 1512, that Juan 
Ponce de Leon, an adventurer of Spain, discovered 
Florida, and, in the name of Ferdinand, made 
Spain its owner. Ponce, as a reward for his disco- 
very, was made its Governor, on condition that he 
would colonize it. Some time after this dignity 
was conferred upon him, he repaired, with two 
ship loads, to take possession of his new province, 
and select a site for a colony. He had not more 
than landed, when his crew were attacked by the 
Florida Indians, many of his men killed, and him- 
self mortally wounded. He and the remainder of 
his nen hastened to the ships, and sailed to Cuba, 
where he died of his wounds. 

The next attempt to colonize Florida was made 
in 1528, by Pamphelo de Navarez. He entered 
Florida with three hundred men, some of whom 
were moun‘ed. He was attacked by the Indians, 
and but five escaped, all the rest of whom fell a 
saciifice to the Ind‘ans, pesti enc3, or famine. The 
love of discovery, plunder, and wealth, stiil raged, 
nor did all these disasters prevent another attempt 
to seek fortunes in Florida. Ferdinand de Soto, 
an ambitious courtier, embarked with seven of 
eight hundred troops (some of whom were mount- 
ed) and emigrants. No sooner were they landed 
than the Indians made them a sacrifice to their 
cunning, by leading them through swamps, ever- 
glades, and hammocks, scarcely passable or pene- 
trable, in search of gold, unti? they were sunk with 
fat gue, and los: in the wilderness; but, stimulated 
with prospects, they were led stil further, until 
they were beyond the province, and yet no gold; 
but the Peruvian prospects led them high ın the re- 
gions of the Red river, but famine and pestilence 
compelled them to retrace their march tothe Mis- 
sissippi, where, when they arrived, scarce one 
third of their number were alive, and, with some 
frailand temporary boats of hasty con truction, 
they reached the Gulf of Mexico, where they W:1° 
and taken to Cuba. 

. Another attempt was made, with more relig ous 
solemnity, to se'tle Fiorida, in 1547. Through the 
influence of Philip, then heir apparent to the crowa 
of Spain, Louis Caneello, a missionary of the 
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iinicati ofder, gainéd_petmission to visit Florida, 
ind attenypi the peaceful and Christian convérsion 
of the tdtives. Alf the Govertiors of the Spanish 
colonies were directed fo favor the undertaking. 
All means that were calculated to advanée the 
measure were advised. The slaves that had been 
taken north of the Gulf of Mexico were manu- 
mitted and restored to their country. A ship was 
fitted out, and the holy crew dismissed with more 
than ustial solemnity; bat Louis had no sooner 
linded, than he and a fellow priest, with several of 
his Grew, were slaughteréd. Florida was aban- 
doned. Itseemed ds if Death made the avenues 
of Florida his abode, and guarded its shoves. 
While Victory perched upon the Castilian stan- 
dard every where else, the sands of Florida were 
perpetually wet with Spanish blood. 

_ The Prenna turned their attention to Florida, and 
p'anted à colony, by a eommission from Charles 
ix, The squadron which bore Hem was com- 
manded by John Rebault, a brave man, of iftari- 
time experience. ‘They were landed, but re- 
mained but a short time, and, in their retreat, 
came near famishing on the ocean. After the 
treacherous peace tetween Charles 1X. aud 
he Huguenots, Coligny pushed his solicitations 
for the éolonization of Fiorida. Tne king gave his 
consént; three ships were éoncedéd for the service, 
and Landon:.iery, who had been on a formér voys 
age on the American coast, was appointed to lead 
forth the colony. Sixty days of favorable wind 
landed them dn the shores of Florida. The bene- 
fis of the new colony of Huguenots was enjoyed but 
a short time, when the jealousy of Spain was 
aoused. Melendez was appointed and commis- 
sioned by Philip Il, king of Spain, to invade Fio- 


tida,.and dispossess the Huguenots—and himself 


made Governor of the territory. He was accord- 
isy fitted out with the requisite force, munitions 
and supplies. A tettipestuous voyage landed him, 


with most ot his forces, at the harbor of St. Augus-- 


tine. Seon the Hugueuots were attacked and mas- 
sacred in a manner of which I shall not now shock 
humanity with a description, but which, for barba- 
rity and cold blooded inhumanity, has not its paral- 
lel in the annals of savage or civilized warfare, ex- 
cept in the heart-sickening scenes of blocd and in- 
discriminate slaughter which have marked the Flo- 
tida war. This last invasion secured Spain in the 
possession of Florida, and her blood-stained 
oops, Who intermarried with the natives, be- 


- came her occupants. Their blood now flows in 


the veins of those with whom we were bat- 
lig. The French court paid batliule attention 
to that brutal and inhuman slaughter of the Hogue- 
nots, But the French nation and the Huguenots of 
France did not share in the apathy of the court. 
Dominic de Gourgues, a bold solder of Gascony, by 
his owa means and some contributions of his 
friends, fited out three vessels, and with a force of 
one hundred and fifty, sailed for Florida. He did 
netexpect with this force to occupy the country 
permanently; his object was revenge. He surprised 
two forts and took a number of prisoners, but find- 
ing himself unable to maintain his position, he hung 
his prisoners upon the trees and placed over them 
the inscription: “I do not this as unto Spaniards 
and mariners, but as unto traitors, robbers 
and murderers” and hastily sailed for Europe. 
Some short time before the commence- 
ment. of the Revolutionary war, an Eng- 
lishman. by the name of ‘Tarnbull brovght a 
vessel loaded with Greeks to Flor.da, under a pro- 
mise that they should be provided with a home, but 
who, as soon as landed, were reduced to slavery, 
and consigned to the sugar farms. A part of them 
mare their escape into the interior, and found a 
safe retreat among the Indians, with whom they 
intermarried. A part of them. were restored to 
liberty by the interference of Pilican, whose name 
a creek now on the Atlantic side of Florida bears. 
Florida has long been the retreat and asylum of 
Regto slaves; they have long found protection by 
the Indians, wit whom they intermarry, and their 
offspring now make a part of the savages of that 
Territory. prata - 

~ Spain, it is well known, was ‘largely indebted to 
the United States- for -spolialions eeainiited apon 
American commerce, Our claims were liquidated 
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by acession of Florida, by what is known to be 
the Spanish treaty, signed and confirmed July 
10th, 1821, which is recognised substantially as 
follows: 

“Whereas, by the treaty concluded between the United States 
and Spain on the 22d day of February, 1819, and duly ratified, 
the provinces of the Floridas were ceded by Spain to the United 
States, and the possession of the said provinces is now in the 
United Mates.” 

By this treaty, I say, Florida became & Territory of 

the United States; and by the provisions of the treaty 
the Federal Goveroment was, and is, the excli- 
sive owner of the soil, and holds the same in fee 
simple, except such portions as were owned and 
occupied by citizens, pursuing civilized cultivation; 
and they, by that treaty, became ci'izens of the 
United States, aiid Were bound and protected by the'r 
laws. The kingdom of Spaitt had a right to occu- 
py Florida by the laws of nations: and, having the 
rght to occupy, had the right to convey, and did 
convey. The United States, by the laws of na- 
tions, had the right to purchase, and did purchase. 
The conveyance was full and unconditional, as 
appears by ihe Whole treaty, and every part thereo’; 
in consequence of which the United States forth- 
with extended her jurisdiction ovet the whole terri- 
tory. But it is said and asserted by the Indians 
that the Spanish agent assured them, through their 
chiefs, that it was not the intention of the Spanish 
Government to cede any portion of Florida to the 
United States, except what was then eccupied by 
those pursuing the occupations of civilized life, ner 
one acre “ on this side ” of the furrow of the p'ough 
share. Such an exception may have been made 
with the Indians; if so, it was a fraud prac- 
tised on them by the Spaniards, or their agent; 
but, as they were no party to the contract, and the 
United States having had no part in the promised 
reservation, consequently their right to the exclu- 
sive jurisdietion to the whole territory and their 
freehold in the soil is absolute. 

But the right of the United States to the freehold 
of Florida does not depend upon the cession of 
Spain, the right of occupancy by conquest, nor the 
arbitrary Jaws of nations. The Federal Govern- 
ment purchased from the Florida Indians, in 1823, 
upwards of three millions of acres, for which the 
sum of one hundred and six thousand dollars was 
paid; and in 1834, four million thirty-two thou- 
sand six hondred and forty acres, for which thesam 
of two hundred and ninety-five thousand five hun- 
dred dollars was paid. 

The possession of the United States to the terri- 
tory, and jurisdiction over it, seemed to be undis- 
puted until 1835, when the supposed claims of the 
Indians were asserted by some of those barbarous 
outragés and cold-blooded murders which have sig- 
naliz:d the Florida war from its beginning to this 
time. le, 

Now, sir, I am prepared to respond to some of 
the charges made against the Administiation, and 
particularly against the War Department, for the 
manner in which this war has been conducted, its 
procrastination, the millions it has cost the Govern- 
ment, and the alleged imbecility of some of the of- 
ficers who have had charge of it. I have before 
stated, and I now say, that all these charges are 
made for political effect—made to blast the reputa- 


tion of the Administration, to sink the cau-e of De- . 


mocracy, and advance the Federal cause; and in 
character and concert with the never-ceasing 
torrent of slander and reckless abuse which has 
been poured upon every Democratic Administration, 
from the days of Jefferson to this time, and will be 
continued, while the Democracy sways the Gu- 
vernment. I mean what I say, and I say what I 
mean. I wil! now ask your attention, while I pre- 
sent the history and practical operations of the 
Florida war; the natare of the country, which 
is its theatre; the character of the enemy with 
whom we are contending, and the embarrassments 
under which the Executive and the War Depart- 
‘ment have had to labor. oe 
. 1 have stated that the Florida war broke out 
latein 1835. It will be remembered, at that time 
we were threatened with a war with France. The 
time had arrived. when our claims upon France 
for.spoliations could no Jonger be deferred, without 
subjecting ourselves to the chatge of national de- 
gradation and submissive cowardice. General 
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Jackson, who then administered the Government, 
was compelled, in his message on that subject, to 
recommenrtd reprisals on French vessels and French 
property, >s the only means of redress left. This 
was a virlual declaration of war; a reciprocal 
declaration of war on the part of France, ora 
liquidation of our claims, was the only alterna- 
tive left her. To her national honor, and the 
cause of justice, she chose and fulfilled the 
latter; but while she was contemplating the 
course she should take, war hung over 
out heads, and at the same time the Indian 
war was jaging in Florida. The Administra- 
tion was denounced from Maine to Florida by 
every corrupt Federal sheet and every Federal 
strutin the land, for not subduing the enemy in 
Plorida, and for not defending the poor Floridians 
from the merciless tomahawk and the torch of 
the Indian—when it was well known by every 
intelligent man in the Union, and acknowledged 
by every henest one, that the safety and the inte- 
rest of tae nation demanded that the whole 
| force of the American troops should be kept on 
the seaboard so long as the French ‘war threa- 
tened us. What was the trying sitwation of the 
Administration then, sir? While every Federat 
demagogue and every bank pensioned sheet was 
denouncing it for not sending troops to Florida, *he 
safety and dignity of the nation forbade it. The 
candid, though honest, acknowledgment of its ina~ 
bility to do so, was prevented by a laudable and 
necessaty national pride; and the Administration 
- was prohibited the exercise of a just and what 
would have been a triumphant defence against the 
vile calumnies of the times; for, had the Admi- 
nistration, or its supporters, acknowledged its inar 
bility to withdraw troops from the seaboard to de~ 
fend our frontier from the barbarity of the In- 
dians, it would have been a virtual acknowledgment 
of our inability to contend with France in the 
war in which we were about to embark, and which 
ve ourselves had virtually declared; and France 
would not have failed to have taken advantage of 
our acknowledged weakness. Sir, I say if such 
an acknowledgment had been made by the Admi- 
nis'ration, our claims on France fwould be now 
unliquidated, and we would, at this day, in all pro- 
bability, be in the midst of a war with her. But an 
acknowledgment, which was due in justice to the 
Administration. 

Our Government is one of limited pow- 
ers. The Executive of our Government is an 
officer, bound by limitations. He is not a Rus- 
sian autocrat, with a standing army of six hundred 
thousand regular troops, and with power to order 
as many more, and with power to raise the means 
to maintain them. No, sir, our Constitution pro- 
vides ‘that the President be Commander-in-Chief 
of the army and navy of the United States, and of 
the militia of the several States, when called into 
the actual serv.ce of the United States.” The 
power to declare war, raise armies, and to maintain 
them, belongs to Congress, and not to the Presi- 
deut. So far as legislation is concerned, the Pre- 
sident is but a co-ordinate b anch of Congress, and 
his positive pcwers are confined to the siguing of 
bilis which may pass the Senate and House af 
Representatives—his negative powers consist in‘ 
withholding his signature, and that power avais 
him. nothing should a bill pass both poputar 
branches of Congress by a vote of two-thirds of 
each branch. This is the amount of power the 
President has in raising and maintaining armies. 
What was the Administration to do at the time I 
am, speaking? Threatened with war by France; 
actually iavolved in, war in Florida, and the un- 
stoyed tomahawk performing, in savage barbarity, 
the work of death; beset with slander and falsehood 
by every unprincipled, corrupt newspaper sheet, 
and every unprincipled’ Federal coxeomb dema- 
gogue in the land; without the power to. preaerve 
the country, òr resist the enemy; and without the 
power (in prudent exercis¢) of justifying itself 
against the base slanders heaped apon it, by de- 
claring its want of ability; what, I ask, was the Ex- 


ecutive to do? Why, there "i Ti aga y or 
3 . dat: ower for hi g 
him to perform; bat one powe escribed by the 


aud that duty and that power was pr 
Constitution, as follows; 
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He (the President) shall, from time to time, give to the Con- 
information of the state of the Union, an recummend to 
their consideration euch measures as he shall judge necessary 
and expedient. . i 
This duty and this power was exercised. The 


Executive, through the Secretary of War, early in 
1835 made a commanication to the Senate, in which 
he set forth the embarrassments of the country, 
with reference to our foreign dangers, and the war 
in Fiorida, and in which he urged upon Congress 
the importance and indispensable necessity of 
augmenting the army. This message was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, of which 
the honorable R. M. Johnson was chairman. The 
necessity of the measure was properly appreciated 
by the committee and the Senate, and a bill to in- 
crease ihe army was reported, and passed by the 
Senate It went to the House, but did not receive 
its action. The same measure was urged upon 
Congress by the Executive at its next session; it 
was agiin referred to the Committce on Mihtary 
Affairs, and a bill to augment the army reporied; 
and passed by the Senate, but failed in the House. 
Thas was the Executive thwarted in obtaining the 
means by which the Florida war would, in alı pro- 
bability, have been instantly suppressed, and much 
innocent blood, and many millions of money been 
saved; and yet the reckle-s and demagogical cry 
of imbecility and extravagance is 1a:sed by one 
universal Federal yélp against the Administration, 


for that which Cengress failed to putin its power 


ed to expose the policy pursued in 
Florida war, which will account for 
experditare of millions, the procrastipa- 
the war, and the hearisickening shed of 
, human slaughter, and destruc::on of pro- 


perty, and a policy, too at war, with every effort of | 


the Executive and the War Department of this 
Government; an exposition which, I think, the 
intelligent reader will understand and appreciate, 
and will know where, and on whom, to lay the 
blame of all our failares and misfortunes in the 
Florida war. 

As soon as our difficulties with France were 
settled, the United States troops were ordered to 
Florida, or so many of them as were not necessary 
to remain with our fortifications. But the number 
was insufficient. Congress had failed to augment 
the regular army. No other course was lett for 
the Executive but to make drafts upon the militia 
for volunteers. This was done at a most frightful 
expense, and frequently resulted in little more than 
marching and countermerching—that is, marching to 
Florida and marching back again, such was the 
limited time for which they volanteered, and such 
the distance they had to march. 

I will enumerate some of those marches. 

In January, 1836. when the news of Dade’s mas 
sacre reached New Orleans, General Gaines rai-ed 
a corps of volunteers, and, united with a few regu- 
lars, marched them from Louisiana to Florica, 
where they served until the ensuing May, when 
they were marched back to their homes, and. dis- 
charged. 

In the month of February of that year, two 
armies of volunteers and militia, betwecn three 
and four thonsand strong, were raised by General 
Scott, one in South Carolina and Georgia, the 
other in Alsbama, and marehed to Florida, where 
they served abont sixty deys, and were then marched 
back and discharged. 

In the month of June following, a brigade of 
mounted volunteers was organized in Tennessee, 
and put in march for Fiorida. It halted a while in 
the Creek country, and éntered Ficrida late in Sep- 
tember, where it served until December, when its 
term of service expired, and it then took up the line 
of march on its return to Tennessee, in the midst 
of the campaign then in pregress. 

The depariure of the Tennessee volunteers for 
home at a critical period of the campaign, imposed 
upon the commanding General the necessity of 
ealliog upon Georgia and Alabama for another 
contribution; and accordingly, a corps of volunteers 
was again organized in each of those States, and 
marched from thence into Florida, where they 
served about three months, when they likewise com- 
menced their return march to their homes. 


In the fall of 1837, the Executive made a very 
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energetic etfort to close the war d 
proaching winter; 
was drawn from Georgis, 
Louisiana, and M.ssissippi, in the hope of effecting 
that object. They arrived in Decemter, and served 
through the winter, when they were marched back 
to the r remote homes, and discharged. 

From this brief review, it is seen that as many 
as five volunteer armies, from first to last, have 
been raised, crganized, aud marched from distant 
parts to Florida, to serve two or three months, and 
then marched back to their homes. I have no 
means of knowing the precise number thus mus- 
tered into service, and then mustered out again, 
but from what information I have been abie to 
gather, the whole number was not less than twenty 
thousand, exclusive of the Florida militia who 
were in the country. 

Now, sir, when we consider that the expenses of 
militia and volunteers commence under the law, 
(see act of 20th April, 1818,) the moment they 
leave their homes, even while marching to the 
rend zvous, and continue until they are march-d 
back again to the same place, I ask, can there be 
any wonder with the honest and reflecting mind, 
that such operations as l have described should 
have been expensive, more especially when itis 
considered that scarcely any but mounted volun- 
teers can be obtained, and these, including their 
horses and forage,gost, Iam informed, near six 
times as much as reguiar foot soldiers. 

Tne commanding general is responsible for the 
expenses incurred by the operations of the army, 
after it is placed in the field under his command. 
The Executive is responsible tor the judicious ap- 
plication of the means placed at his disposal by 
Conzress to carry on war. But Congress is clear- 
ly responsible for the inadequacy or unfitness of 
those means, and for all the consequences resulting 
theretrom, especially if the recommendations of the 
Execu.ive have been disregarded or overruled, as 
they have been throughout the Florida war. 

If, then, it be true, as I think it is, and as every 
man will think who will examine the subject, that 
the heavy expeuses of the Florida war have re- 
sulted chiefly from the employment of volunteers 


sibility for those expenses clearly altaches to Con- 
Execut.ve autho- 


dinate officers acting under the 
rity. 


which, there have been but few volunteers or 
militia employed, and none drawn from a distance. 


nation will show. The expenses of the last cam- 
paga bave been any thing but extravagant, the 
torce be.ng nearly all regulars. 

Sir, I feel myse'f bound here to speak of the ser- 


the last campaign. That officer has distinguished 
himself in that capacity as he has in every other 
official sta‘ion which he has held under the Govern- 
ment. It is due to him to say that he has been the 
prac ical agent, by which the system of reform, re- 
gularity and retrenchment, has been adopted in the 


conduct of the army in Fiorida, by which not less 
than from two to three hundred thousand dollars have 


been saved to the Government within the last year. 


1 submit his circular, which I ask may be read, and 
I regret that its length will preclude its admissicn 
ia my printed remarks. The pian contained in this 
circular, was the plan ef the Executive and of the 
War Department, but he was the active agent who 
produced its practical results, that have and will 
save to the Government hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. I hope this circular may find i's way in 
the columnsof every honest newspaper in the coun- 
try. I think it would have the effect to stop the 
It will 
be seen by this circular, as well as by its results, 
that every means have been adopted that could be 
adopted without impairing the efficiency of the ser- 
vice, to retrench expenditures and secure economy. 
it is almost incredible to those unacquainted 
with the almost entire destitution of resources 
in Florida, the expenses that the Government 


mouth of many a barking Whig whiffet. 


Sir, 


and militia, instead of regular troops, the respon- 


gress, rather than to the Executive, or to the subor- 
The army was increased in July, 1838, since 
The consequences have been, that the expeases of 


the war have been greatly reduced, as an exami- 


vices of Colorel T. Cress, who has had charge of 
the quartermaster depariment in Florida during 
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has had to incur in the conduct of the war. 


At ihe commencement of the war, and for 
some time thereafier, the Government was 
compelled to pay for the hire of a steamboat, per 
day, from three to four hundred dolla:s—and, I be- 
lieve, in many instances, defray the expsnses of the 
boat—and, I think, in some instances, had to pay 
as high as forty-five doliars a cord for wood. 
Steamboats were not used for any other purpose 
than the transportation of troops and munitions of 
war, and never for that purpose when it could be 
avoided; still, such were the pressing necessities for 
a speedy transportation of troops, that such ex- 
penses had to be incurred, and such means of con. 
veyance adopted. Provisions, forage, and labor 
of every description, bore an almost corresponding 
price. “But these, sir, are only some of the diffi- 
culties and embarrassments with which the G.- 
vernment have had to contend. I have more and 
greater to speak of, but I must first respond to 
some of she more special charges made upon the 
Administration, both in this and the cther branch 
of this Capitol, Emphatic compleints are made of 
the want of energy in the War Deparment; and it 
is now urged upon Congress to adopt some deci- 
sive action to bring this war toa close, and that 
some more efficient means than that adopted 
by the Executive should have been adopted by 
the last Congress. Sir, I will agree that Con- 
gress, long before this, should have adopted ‘‘ some 
more efficient means.” Congress should have, in 
compliance with the recommendation of the Presi- 
dent in 1836, increased the number of the regular 
army; but it was enough that it was a measure of 
the Administration to enlist the whole Opposition 
against it. But, sir, Congress did do something 


. “efficient,” and so efficient as to thwart the whole 


operations of the War Department; for it is welt 


known that the most active and efficient measures - 


had been adopted and were in operation by the 
War Depactment, and were in progress of execu- 
tion in Florida when they were arrested by the ac- 
tion of Congress * If Congress had not interfered and 
directed that renewed effurts to pacify that country, 
and to reconcile the Seminoles, should be made, the 
m:litary operations would have been prosecute | 
with vigor, and in all probability the murdeis and 
depredations which were the fruits of that injudi- 
cious attempt at negotiation, would have been 


avoided, so that the bloodshed and treachery which ' 


is so often charged upon the War Department, 
were the work, not of that Depatiment, but the 
work of Congress, or were occasioned by the fact 
that the atiention of those who make these 
charges were unfortunately “directed” to the war 
in Florida. Sir, totheconstantcry of the Opposi'ion, 
that this war has continued so long, and that it will 
still continue, unless Congress give it their atten- 
tion, I would say it will still continue, unless 
Congress cease to give it their attention, and cease 
io interfere with the military operations by efforts 
to make peace, which will ever prove abortive. A 
member of the Senate [Mr. Preston] says: “It 
was thought that the few straggling warriors would 
yield at once to the mere demonstration of force 
by the General Government. Under this delusion 
the Jate Administration terminated, and the present 
Administration came in.’ That was not 80: when 
the late Administration came in, the commanding 
‘general believed the war to be over, and so inform: 
ed the War Department. The commanding gene: 
ral had good reason to believe so, and wes justifi- 
able in so reporting, as I will show before I am 
done. But he was seon undeceived by one of shose 
signal acts of treachery which have distinguished the 
conduct of the Indians in Florida throughout the 
whole progress of this war. Upon te receipt of this 
news, preparations ufon an extensive scale were 1m- 
mediately made to renew the contest, with greater 
means and energy than had been before adopted, oF 
ever exhibited in the warfare of this country: n 


* When General Taylor was actively and succeesfally en- 
ga ed in scouring the country, and driving the Indians 
the}swamps and hammocks where they had concealed them- 
selves, defeating, killing, and taking hem prisoners, oF © 
persing them, wherever he found them, Congress arrested his 
operations by providing that peaceable measures should Fi 
adopted by the War Department, and Gen. Macomb was if 
rected to proceed to Florida to carry into effect the direçtioR R 
Congress; all of which resulted ina complete failure. 
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short, nothing within the power and means of the 
Executive, or the power of the War Department, 
was left undone. And it is said “that the dilatory 
progress of the war, not to say the disgrace of it, 
was chiefly owing to the impotency of the head 
of the War Department” Sir, such a charge can 
only proceed from a shamefal disregard of truth, 


or an unpardonable ignorance of the facts and his- | 


tory of the Florida war on the part of him who 
makes it; and nothing but the obligations of order 
and decorum that govern the conduct of one branch 
of this Legislature towards the other, prevents me 
from alluding, by name, to the individual who 
made it ł 

Now, Sir, what are the facts? The officers who 
conducted the operations in Florida during the 
first and second campaigns, called, some for fit- 
teen hundred, others for three thousand, men, 
as a force that would be required to finish the 
war; and General Scott thought it would require 
five thousand men, and he made his short cam- 
paiga with that namber; but when the War 
Department became aware that hostilities were to 
be renewed, the “impotent” head of that Depart- 
ment [Mr. Poinsett] thought it advisable to augment 
that force to ten thousand men. He never labored 
under the delusion “that the straggling warriors of 
Florida were to te subdued by a mere demonsira- 
tion of force.” He knew their strength, and was 
aware of the difficulties presented by the pecmiar 
nature of the country, and of the climate. He at 
once determined to iacrease the forces to be em- 
ployed in Florida above all former estimates. Ten 
thousand men were sent into Florida, and after- 
wards distribuied by placing two thousand in posts, 
and eight thousand were employed in scouring’ the 
country; and no army in the world was ever better 
supplied and subsisted. 

These were the the peculiar duties of ‘the head 
of the War Department,” and they were most ef- 
fectaally performed on his part. It is said that the 
late President [General Jackson] would have 
dragged, as with a net, the Territory of Florida, if 
he had been been aware of the real state of affairs. 
General Jackson and all his measures, while he 
was in office, were as bitterly and as recklessly 
assailed, by the present Opposition, as Mr. Van 
Buren and his measures now are; and the compli- 
ment is only bestowed upon General Jackson for 
base and selfish party purposes, that Mr. Van 
Buren may be disgraced. The force which Mr. 
Puinsett put into Florida was not sufficient to drag 
a territory of more than forty-five thousand square 
miles, “as with a net;” but it proved sufficient to 
kill, capture, and send out of the country, more 
than three thousand of the enemy, and nearly all 
the negroes, who were the most active.and formi- 
dable of their warriurs. 

The force sent to Florida that year by the Se- 
cretary of War, consisted of regulars, Indian war- 
riorsfrom the Northwest, hunters and guides, and 
the bravest of the brave from Missouri, Alabama, 
Georgia, and Tennessee, mounted men, the courage, 
activity, and chivalry of the country. They did 
their daty, and beat the enemy whenever they met 
them; and by the battle of Okochobee, totally changed 
the character of the contest. Since that actiun, the 
Indians have never made fight in masses. They 
were beaten and dispersed, and never again assem- 
bled in sufficient numbers to attack our troops. 
They continued, however, their murderous assaults 
Upon onr defenceless settlements; and, broken up 
into small parties, prowled over the country like 
beasts of prey, killing women and children, and de- 
siroying, by fire, houses and baras—marking their 
progress with devastation and dcsolation. In this 
stage of the con‘est, and in this state of the oppos- 
ing forces, itis demanded by gentlemen here, in 
“powdered wigs,” perfumed cologne, and white 
gloves, in the warm and secure halls of this Capi- 
tol, with the comfortabie per diem of eight dollars, 


that “the war should be prosecuted effectually, and _ 


prosecuted at ence; and gentlemen here, who 
would, like Cleon, flee at the apprcach of the toma- 
hawk, promise plans by which the Florida war 
may ‘at “once be terminated.” Well, sir, while 
gentlemen who are better qualified to stand by the 


+ Iti Mr. i 
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toilet, or whirl the belle in the giddy waltz, than to 
stand by their country in danger, or perform the 
duties of a soldier in the swamps and hammocks of 


. Florida, are preparing their plan, by which “an 


‘end may at once be put to the war.” 


We will ex- 
amine what has been done, and the probable rea- 


; sons which induced the Secretary of War to change 


the manner of conducting the war, if war it can 
now be cal ed. 
From the opinion I entertain of the Secretary of 


. War, and, I presume, the opinion generally enter- 
' tained of him, from the distinguished manner in 


which he has discharged every official duty im- 
posed upon him, if he supposed the war could be 
speedily terminated by bringing the whole force of 


: the Un:ted States, he would have adopted that 


course, (did he control the means.) But he ap- 


' pears, on the contrary, te be convinced that to mul- 


tiply the militia forces in that country, and to at- 


| tempt to “drag it as with a nel,” would only result 


in exhausting the Treasury, (a much wished for 
event by some gentlemen here,) and entailing ufon 
the Government interminable claims for losses and 
pensions. But it is said, “we owe it to humanity 
and civilization to close this war at once.” None 


: are. more sensible of that than are the Executive 


and the head of the War Department; but they 


` do not delieve it is to be accomp!ished by covering 


the country with troops, unless every square mile 
were occupied, which would require over forty-five 
thousand troops. The Secretary of War believes 


; it to be a work of time, and that it is to be wrought 


out by regulars, aided by a small militia force, and 
by a body of men trained as regulars and hunters. 
Every effort of the Executive and the head of the 


= War Department has been marked with well di- 


rected judgment; and all the success that could be 
expected has been accomplished, from the means 


} with which they had to act, the characier of the 


enemy with which they have hed to contend, and 


` the face of the country which is the theatre of 


' war. 


The Secretary of War, it will be seen, or- 
dered General Taylor to direct all his efforts to pro- 
tect the seitlements in Middle Florida, and effec- 
tually clear the Indians out of that portion of the 
Territory, before he proceeded to scour the country 
south. General Taylor performed that duty; but 
it is thought he proceeded south too soon, 
and, on his march south, the Indians rose 
up, or passed into his rear, and committed 
murders and depredations there. He then re- 


` turned, districted the country, and planted pos's in 


each district, and was successfully prosecuting his 
operations, when Congress arrested them, as I have 
before described. The interference of Congtess 
produced treachery and bloodshed, and paralyzed 


i the movements of the army. Affer the interfe- 


rence of Congress proved abortive, that gallant 
army resumed, and is now engaged in hunting up 


: the murderers, and driving them across the Suwa- 


nee, that the inhabitants of Middle Florida may 
cultivate their fields in peace. The country will 
when again be districted, posts again be established, 
and if the plan of the Secretary of War be adopted 


' by Congress, one thonsand men, armed, equipped, 


- and securing the settlers frem invasion. 


and drilled, for the express service, wili be em- 
ployed in scouring the swamps between the posts, 
In this 
manner, it is believed, the contest with these 
savages may be brought to a close. If unneces- 
sary millions have been spent in this war, it has 
been done by attempting to carry out plans of 
Congress, both by its interference .with the War 

epariment, and by its failure to augment the 
regular army on the recommendation of the Execu- 
tive, atatime when the Indians were strong in 
their own belief, when they were concen- 
trated in large bodies, and when one or two 
battles, with an efficient force, would have 
decided the contest. But the policy of Con- 
gress has been otherwise, and the result as the Ex- 
ecutive and the head of the War Department anti- 
cipated. There is no good reason why vast and 
expensive armies, to subdae what can now only 
be calied an insurrection, should te raised, to sub- 
due and conquer a few wild wandering savages, 
whom a single regiment could cut entirely off, in 
an open field fight, but whom to destroy at once, 
with their advantages of swamps, hamocks, ever- 


giades, and secret passes, in which they conceal 
themselves by day, but are almost inaccessible 
and impenetrable to civilized man, would require 
a force equal in number to every square mile of 
territory. The Secretary of War has discovered 
the errors ia the plans suggested of bringing this 
contest to a close, and has wisely concluded that it 
can be beter and more securely effected by the 
means he is now employing than by any other. 

Mr. Chairman, I am aware in the coming politi- 
calcampaign, that every means will be used by 
the Opposition to turn what they please to call the 
failure of the Administration to terminate the 
Florida war, to overthrow the powers that be; mis-. 
representation and falsehood will be bandied by 
every Federal Whig, tapesel'er, coxcomb,and petti- 
fogger in the land; and every Bank pensioned shee 
will teem with slander and abuse about the failur 
to put down the Indians in Florida. This must be 
expected. Itis perfectly in charac er with the Fe- 
deral party. It is the kind of game they have 
been playing ever since the commencement of the 
Governmen!, to the end that Democracy may be 
prostrated, nd its supporters put down, and Fede- 
ralism established, and its advocates and support 
ers put into office. In this the Federalists of this 
country are nut singular. It is the way with every 
faction in every country which has a Republican 
Government. Nor does the object of the Federal 
party here, differ from the enemies of human liber- 
ty elsewhere; the same motives govern them all 
over the world, and at all times. There is no 
course that the Administration could have taken, 
that would have saved it from the censure of afae- 
tion determined to be satisfied with nothing short 
of the downfall of the Democratic party, and the 
prostration of the Democratice ins'itutions of our 
country. If the Administration had been success- 
ful in cutting off every Seminole murderer in Flo» 
rida, and exterminating that barbarous race, whose ' 
whole course and conduct in this conflict have been . 
marked in blood and indiscrimmate slaughter, 
why, the Federal party wonld have instantly ~ 
turned into a humane and “peace” party, as ` 
was the case in the jast war with Great Britain, .- 
and the vergeance of God would have been in- - 
voked to avenge the blood that this Administration | 
had brought upon this nation. If the Administra- ` 
t.on had been so successful as to have taken every . 
Seminole Indian by capture, without shedding the. 
blood of one, and transplanting them in the far... 


West, why, sir, thisland would now be filled with >. — 


Federal tears and Federal mourning, at the sacri- `, 
legious crime of tearing dhe poor Indians from their `- 
native homes and their father’s graves, as was the — 
case when the Georgia Indians were moved west - 
of the Mississippi, and many a fervent prayer 
would have ascended from the sacred altar to re- 
venge the injuries and violence done the poor Se- 
minoles. But as it is, there will not be a Federal 
parrot but will take its cue from the party orators 
here, and will be heard to pratile, “the Florida war 
was begun in extravagance, conducted in weakness, and 
must end in disgrace.” But, sir, the Executive and 
the head of the War Department are not the only 
officers whose reputations are to be blighted by the 
sirocco breath of foul faction and polluted Fe- 
deralism. The distinguished and gallant Je- 
sup mast be its victim also. Sir, if. we 
could see some of the popinjay Federal 
dandies, who undertake to preseribe the “plans” 
by which the Florida war is to be terminated, 
enter the swamps of Florida, and face a group 
of Seminoles, I thiak it would be a Cleon affair. 
„Ata time when the Athenians were hard pressed 
by the enemy at home, with whom they were 
then engaged, in addition to difficulties from 
abroad, the domestic tranqoillity of Greece was 
disturbed by the ambition af Cleon and Bracedes, 
who were both advocates of war, and the former 
never failed to do whatever could be done to fc- 
ment it. Cleon was desirous of war, because it 
served to screen his base immoralities and corrapt 
vices; Bracides, because it added new lustre to 
his reputation, as no general was more successfal 
tban he. 

_ Cleon, like some of the demagegues of our day, 
was constantly in the habit of denouncing the 
officers of state and of the army as impotent and 
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unfit fer the duties of the staticns they held. All 
the failures in battle were attributed by him to im- 
decility and mismanagement; charges thus mace 
against the commandiag officers, brought upon 
him the indignation and contempt of many reflect- 
ing and valuable citizens, while it raised him in 
the estimation of others less reflecting. This dif- 
ference of opimon of the char cter and 
conduct of Cleon, produced two parties. The 
friends of Cleon presented him as a candi- 
-date for General, to take charge of the troops. 
His party proved the strongest, and he wase'ected. 
He gained some credit soon after by taking 
Sphactceria, more by accident than either conduct 
or courage, which raised him prodigi: usly in his 
own estimation, and made him insupportably 
haughty. He was now to command the troops 
which were to oppose Brasidas, the Lacedemonian 
General, who commanded the city of Amphipolis. 
‘The time came when the city was to be attacked, 
and now the man was to be tried who nad found 
the failure of every battle that the Atheneans had 
Jost, in the weakness or cowardice of her generals. 
Cleon marched his troops near the city wall. Bra- 
eides neither showed himself nor did he even per- 
mit one of his sentinels to be seen. Cleon retired, 
-exulting that Bracides was afraid to give him bat- 
tle. The next day he marched his troops to the 
very gates of Amphipolis, when sudden!y Bracides, 


Cleon took flight at the first approach of the enemy, 
and in his flight a soldier shot a dart into his back. 
He soon sunk and expired. Sir, I think if some of 
our modern Whig generals in buckram, were to go 
to Florida, we would hear of Cleons wounded in the 
back, if they should fail to have the heels of the Semi- 
noles. But, sir, I will not ask my readersto take my 
word for the merits daeto Gen. Jesup and others that 
J might name, for serviees in the Florida war. I have 
too much confidence in the intelligence and rte- 
earch of the American people to attempt naked 
-assertions ‘upon their credality, without either rea- 
son, history, er facts. I know, sir, whole speeches 
are made up here of naked assertions and shameless 
-exaggeration, and spread far and wide for political 
deception. Such a coarse may suit that class of 
politicians, one of whose fundamental principles is 
‘a denial of iatelligence, stability, and virtue, to the 
mass of the people. Such efforts generally find 
their reward in the contempt of the public, whom 
it is intended to deceive. 

I will, therefore, ask your a‘tention while 1 spe- 
cify some of the duties perforned by some of the 
commanding offi ers who have had charge, from 
time to time, of the Florida war. This, I am 
aware, I shall do very imperfectly, for I am with- 
out the proper light upon the subject, there being 
no regular history of the Florida war. Bat while 
I know I shall fail to do justice to all, I w.li try to 
do injustice to none. 

I have hinted at the cause of the Florida war. I 
have stated that ıt broke out some time at the close 
of 1835; or, this was about the time hostilities com- 


need. 

General Clinch was ordered into service with a 
“small force of two or three hundred regular troops, 
and four or five hundred vo'unteers. Major Dade 
marched from Tampa Bay to join General Clinch 
at Fort King with a small force, (something over 
one hundred and twenty men,) and was attacked 
by the Indians near the Wahoo swamp, defeated, 
“and be and his men massacred near where there is 
fow a fort called after that officer. In December, 
1836, General Clinch marched from Fort Drane to 
attack the Indians with his regular forces and vo- 
lanteers on the Withlacoochee river. At about thir- 
ty-five miles from his post, he met the Indians 
on crossing the river. The regular troops, and but 
97 or 28 volunteers, had crossed the river with 
him. The time for which the volunteers had enlisted 
to serve had expired, and they refused, except the 
-pumber I have stated. With this force he fought 
‘the Indians and drove them; but, not being sus- 
‘tained by the volunteers, he was forced to give 
‘jack and recross the river, and he returned to Fort 

i Drane. 
At the time the news of Major Dade’s massacre 
reached Mobile, where Major General Gaines then 
was, he with prompiness repaired to New Orleans, 
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where he, with creditable zeal, organized a foree of 
regular and voluateer troops, amoun'ing to atout 
eleven hundred men, and preceeded, without de- 
lay, to Ta.npa Bay, where he arrived about the 
10ih of February, and, afier making preparations 
for the field, marched on the Fort King road to 
Dade’s battle ground, where he buried the merito- 
rious dead wich the honors of war, from which he 
marched to Fort Kug. He drew a small sapply 
of subsistence from Fort Drane; he also received a 
small supply of ammunition, and immediately 
marched to the Withlacoochee river, where he ar- 
rived on the 27th, and encountered, the same day, 
the enemy across the river in a conflict of half an 
hour, when the troops withdrew for the night, after 
a loss of one killed and six or seven wounded. 
The next morning the troops marched down the 
river two or three miles, where it was supposed it 
could be crossed. There the advance of the army 
was fired upon. an action ensued, which lasted un- 
til the middle of the day, in which Lieut. Izard was 
mortally wounded. The troops kept their ground, 
encamped that night, and threw up a 
breastwork, and an express was despatched 
to General Clinch, or the officer commanding at 
Fort Drane. The next morning the enemy, in 
number between tea and fifteen hundred men, ap- 
peared and made an attack on three sides of the 


| camp, which was kept up for more than two hours, 
with his troops, rushed upon the Athenean troops. ii 


when he withdrew, leaving one of his number dead 
on the field. Another despatch was sent to Fort 
Drane. From this time until the 5th of March, the 
enemy made several spirited attacks upon the 
camp, in which several conflicts the loss on the 
part of General Gaine»’s trocps were, six or seven 
killed, aod thirty-five or forty wounded. 

On the night of the 5th March a proposkion was 
heard from the woods by the enemy, and the next 
morning several Indians appeared at a distance 
with a white flag. Adjutant Barrow of the vo- 
lunteers was sent to confer with them. They in- 
formed him that they did not wish to fight any 
more, but they wanted General Gaines to go away; 
upon which information General Gaines sent out 
Captain Hitchcock, with two or three other officers, 
to confer further with them. The Indians repeated 
to him their desire for peace, and stated that a great 
many of their men had been killed. While this 
conference was goinz on, the advance of General 
Clinch’s troops fired on the Indians who were in 
the rear, when they, and the chiefs who were in 
council, fled and concealed themselves in the ham- 
mucks, and were no more seen until near the mid- 
die of March. The command of General Gaines’s 
troops was turned over by him to General Clinch, 
who fell back upon Fort Drane, as I have before 
stated. This isa brief sketch of the part which 
General Gainegtovk in this war, in alt of which he 
and his troops sustained themselves in a manner cre- 
ditable to the American arms; I mean so far as their 
time and means would permit. 

In Jannary, 1836, General Scott was ordered to 
Florida to take charge of the war. He was un- 
limited as to means.—[See Senate doc. 224, pages 
91 and 199.] He arrived in Florida soon after his 
order. He organized his force, and we find him 
at Fort Drane about the 14th of March, 1836. 
General Scott: ordered one division of his army, 
(his left wing,) by the way of the St. Johns, to 
meet him on the Withlacoochee river, while he 
moved fiom Fort Drane, on the 26th of March, 
with a force of 1,968 men, regulars and volunteers, 
with eighteen days’ provisions, as appears in Senate 
doc. page 97, and by his own statement. He ar- 
rived on the Withlacoochee on the morning of the 
Q8th, and of course with subsistence for sixteen 
days, having been on the march but two days. He 
found the Indians embodied on the Witblacoochee; 
he attacked them and drove them into the swamp, 
but did not foltow them more than four or five 
miles. It is believed no Indians were killed, nor 
were any prisoners taken. He then took up the 
line of march for Tampa Bay, where he arrived 
in eleven days from Fort Drane, and of course 
with seven days’ subsistence. The left wing of his 
army, which had been seat to Volusia, on the St. 
Johns, moved from thence to Palaklekaha, where, 
according to General Scott’s report, they found 
ponies and cattle in abundance, but were obliged to 


march to Tampa Bay for want of provisions. 
Where were the caitle which were in abundance? 
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They arrived at Tampa Bay about the same time 
that General Scott, with his troops, arrived. 

I wish it remembered that Gea. Scott was on the 
Withlaccochee, with sixteen days’ provisions, 
where the enemy was embodied, with his right 
wing, consisting of nineteen hundred and sixty- 
eight troops, abcut the same time that the left wing 
of his army was at Palaklekaha, a distance of not 
more than thirty-five or forty miles from where 
Gen. Scott was on the Witblacoochee, and where 
the enemy was embcdied. I wish it remembered, 
also, that there were abundance of cattle at Palak- 
lekaha. Two days were sufficient to bring the 
whole force of the two wings of Gen. Scott’s army, 
whizh would have amounted to near four thousand 
regulars and volunteers, to the spot where the al- 
most entire Indians were embodied, and with sub- 
sistence (cattle) in abundance. These are facts 
which I wish remembered, as I will have to refer 
to them again. But, sir, we now find both wings 
of Gen. Scott’s army at Tampa Bay, and with 
seven days’ provisions, and not one Indian killed 
or taken prisoner, on the march that took them 
there. Gen Scottsent a detachment from Tampa 
Bay, under Gen. Smith, to Charlotte Harbor, south 
of Tampa Bay; buthe found no Indians there. 
From this, Gen. Smith returned with his troops to 
New Orleans, at the expiration of their terms. 
Gen. Scott returned to St. Augustine, with his left. 
division, by the way of Volusia. His right divi- 
sion returned to Fort Drane on nearly the same 
route by which it marched out; where, and when, 
the volunteers were discharged, and sent home, as 
also were the volunteers of the left wing at St. Au- 
gustine. Svon after Gen. Scott arrived at St. Au- 
gustine, he had leave to quit Florida, or remain, as 
he chose. He was directed, in case be shou'd 
leave Florida, to proceed to the Cr-ek country, to 
take charge of that war. He left Florida in May, 
1836. 

Thus ended General Scott’s campaign in Flo- 
rida, without killing half a dozen of Indians, and 
without taking a single prisoner, and let the In- 
dians scattered over the country as hostile and un- 
tamed as when he found them, and with more con- 
fidence in their own strength, although his army 
was strong, his troops of the bravest character, and 
he unlimited by the War Department in his acqui- 
sition in means, with the Treasury open to his 
service. 

L have collected most of the facts I have here 
stated, from Senate document No. 224, which is the 
journal and the report of the court of inquiry held 
at the city of Frederick, in Maryland—a court 
established to inquire into the causes of the signal 
failure of General Scott to bring the Florida war 
to an end; and all the evidence furnishing these 
facts is ex parte in its character, and farnished by 
General Scott himself. At the proper time | shall 
take some further notice of this gentleman and his 
conduct in the Creek war. At present I will leave bim. 

When General Scott left Florida, Governor 
Call had orders from the War Department to take 
charge of the Florida War. He took charge of 
the war. His forces at that time consisted of some 
regular troops and some volunteers; but what 
number of each, or what was the whole, I am 
unable to say; but I think not a very stong 
force, owing to the sickliness of the season. 
General Call spent the principal part of the sickly 
season in the defence of the-frentiers. He killed 
some of the enemy, and took some prisoners. In 
November, 1836, it was understocd that a part of 
the enemy were embodied in the Wahoo swamp, 
near the Witilacoochee. He marched from Fort 
Draie to that point, and arrived -with five days’ 
provisions. He attacked the enemy, bad three suc- 
cessive battles, and defeated them in each—kille 
a number of them, and dispersed the remainder. 
His provisions being exhausted, and the enemy be- 
ing dispersed, he marched to Volusia, where he 
turned over the command to General Jesup, who 
was ordered to receiveit. _ 

I will now leave Florida for a short time, to pay 
my addresses to General Scott, who is figur- 
ing in the Creek war, in Alabama, and on the west- 
ern line of Georgia. 
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Í have stated that General Scott had permission 
to leave Florida, and repair to Alabama, and take 
charge of the Creek war. The War Department 
bad advice of his intention to leave Florida, but 
was also informed that his health was bad; and ap- 
prehensive that he might not be able to proceed to 
Alabama, or to take charge of the war, ordered Gen. 
Jesap (who was then in Washington city) to 

roceed to Alabama and take charge of the Creek 
war, should General Scott’s health not permit him; 
or, if otherwise, to act under him. In compliance 
with this order, General Jesup proceeded to Alaba- 
ma, and on his way met General Scott at Augusta, 
in Georgia, on the 30th of May, 1836, from which |! 
they proceeded to Columbus. General Sco't di- |; 
rected’ General Jesup to the western side of the |! 
Creek country, in Alabama, or to the head quar- 
ters of Governor Clay, to take charge of the warin 
that quarter. Ithink the Alabama troops were 
quartered at Tuskegee. General Jesup’s first exer- 
tions were directed to assembl'ng the Indians who 
had not yet engaged with the ho-tile party, but 
were on a poise as to the side they should join, In 
ths effort General Jesup was succesful. He gain- 
ed Opotheolo, the p:incipal and most able chicf of - 
the Creek nation, and secured other chiefs, and 
about sixteen or seventeen hundred warriors. He 
then gave notice of his intention to move into the 
Indian country on the 12:h June, and on the eve- 
ning before, which was on the llth, the principal 
hostile chief, Nekameco, came in with about four 
hundred warriors, and sarreniered. A part 
of General Scotts order to Gereral Je- 
mp was, after joining Governor Clay’s head 
qnarters, to move to Erwinton, south of the Creek 
couitry. From Tuskegee to Erwinton there were 
two roads; one that passed along the frontier of the 
white set!lemen's, the other passed near the hostile 
camps. General Jesup took the latter, and arrived 
neat the hosti'e camp on the night of the 17th, 
having on his way captured the chief who com- 
manded it. Ths same night all the warricrs of 
Opoibeolo joined him. The nextday he moved 
forward to the hostile camp with the volunteers, 
having previously sent the Indian warriors by a 
circuitous route on the other side of the camp, so 
astu prevent the flight or escape of the Ind:ans. 
He then went forward, and entered the camp, but 
found it deserted; the Indians having fled a short 
distance at his approach. The Indian warriors 
made some priscners, and prevented a general dis- 
persin. 

At this moment General Jesup received orders 
from General Scott to cease all hostile operations, 
andto march his troops, and encamp near Fort 
Mitchell, a distance of twenty-two or three miles. 

General Jesup, unwilling to promptly disobey the 
orders of his superior officer, and more unwi'ling 
to permit the enemy to disperse, which he con- 

_ fidered almost in his grasp, surrendered for. the 
time his command to General Patterson, who 
commanded the division of Alabama volunteers, 
wiih orders to encamp the troops, and keep out 
strong detachments to prevent the enemy from 
escaping, and n:oanted his horse and repaired, with 
all possible speed, to Fort Mitchell, to report to 
General Scott the actual condition of the enemy, 
and to obtain his permission to go on and end 
the war, or to advise him (Scott) to take the com-- 
Mind bim<elf and finish it; but not finding General 
Scott at Fort Mitcheit, he returned to the camp, de- 
termined to end the war. On bis return to the 
army, he sent cut some cf the hos'ile chiefs, whom 
he had captured, to summen the hostiles to-surren- 
der. They did -uriender; and, in place of : ending 
to Genera} Sco't.a notice of his compliance with his 
order to cease all hostile operations, &c. General- 
Jesup sent him the following communication: 

Heap Quarters, June 23, 1836. 
, Bæ: Thave the honor to enclose copies of reports from Ma- 
Jor Genera! Patterson and Captain Parrot, by which you will 
observe that little remains to be done. Jim Henry is still out 
with about one hundred and fifty warriors; but my Indian war- 
riers, who have halted and await my orders at the Big Spring, 
a they can take him. Ihavejust received information that a 
niinole chief, with a number of his warriors, is with Henry; 
the information comes from a negro taken last night. 
1 bays the honor to be, General, 
Your obedient servant, 
THOS. $. JESUP- 
Major Genera! Scorr, Major Gectral Commanding. 
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See Senate document No. 224, 24 session 24th 
Congress, page 474, for this commun‘cation and 
others, showing the conclusion of the war by sur- 
renders of the balance of the hostiles. 

Here ended the Creek war, by the ‘prompt and 
efficient conduct of General Je:up, in contradiction 
to the orders of General Scott.. If the orders of 
General Scott had not been opposed by General 
Jesup, and at the precise time that they were, we 
would have had another Florida business of it: the 
Creek war, in all probability, would have remained 
undetermined for years, and would have cost the 
Government, like the Florida war, twenty or thirty 


' millions—perhaps more. Had General Jesup com- 


plied with the order of General Scott, “ceased all 
operations, and marched his troops and encamped 
near Furt Mitchell,” his. volunteers would have 
abandoned him, and returned to their hemes, curs- 
ing him fora coward. The warriors whom he 
had brouzht over would have dubbed him with 


the title of squaw, and would have dispersed and | 


joined the hostiles. Yes, sir, all this would have 


; been the result of obedience to General Srott’s or- 


ders. But, I repeat, by the promp!, fearless and 
efficient discharge of his duty,an end was put to the 
war; more than a thousand prisoners were taken, 
and in a few days four or five hundred more sur- 
rendered, in all over fourteen hundred, who were, 
with many others that subsequently came in by the 
solicitations of the friendly chiefs, sent west of the 
Mississippi; I think near twenty thousand in all. I 
believe General Jesup had the superintendence of 
their removal. Bat, notwithstanding this galiant 


| and successful conduct, General Scott severely cen- 


sured General Jesup for disobeying his orders!!! 


Gen ral Jesup’s course met the entire approba- ; 


tion of the Executive, and ihe War Department. 
General Scott wes recalled from Alabama, owing, 
I have little doubt, to the slowness of his m ve- 
ments and to a knowledge of the fact that General 
Scott’s ceasure of General Jesup was unmerited. 
The Creek war being ended, General Jesup was or- 
dered to proceed to Florida and take char.e of the 
war. He proceeded some time in Oc'ober, and to 
which we will now return with our history. 

I believe General Jesup was direc‘ed to act with 
Governor Call, or to take charge of the war in 
chief, I do not know which - I believe the latter. 
He went through a portion of Florida with a small 
detachment of mounted mea, to join Governor 
Call; and on his way he surprised an Indian vil- 
lage, and took forty-two prisoners of Indians and 
negroes, from which he returned to Withlacoochee, 
and swept the swamps from the Fort King road to 
Fort Cliach, near the mouth of the river, in which 
he captured between eighty and a hundred of the 
enemy. But finding there was no body of the ene- 
my in that section, he detached a patt of his force, 
under Col. Fos'er and Major Nelson, of Georgia, 
to the swamps south of the Withlacooche2, on the 
Gulf of Mexico, and returned himself, with the re- 
meinder of his force, to Fort Armstrong, on the 
Fort King road. Soon after he pushed, witha 
force of one thousand troops, consisting of regu- 
lars, marines, Alabama volunteers, and Indian 
warriors, into the centre of the peninsula, where, i! 
On 
his way he sent a detachment against the village 
of Osuchee, which surpiised the chief, O-uchee, 
killed him, his son, and two other chiefs, tock a 


|! nnmber of prisoners, (scme of whem escaped,) af- 


ter which the detachment retu'n d and joined him. 
He proceided with all his fo ce to the reighbor- 
hood of the Lake Tohopkalegee. Here the 
advance of the army under Co!. Henderson, came 
up with the enemy, attacked nem, kiicu some, 
and took a number of prisoners, The result of 
this battle led to a conference with the Indian 
chi fs, and the conference to a suspension of hesti- 
Mi's. The chiefs agreed to, and did meet Genera! 
Jesup a Fort Dade, and entered into a capitula- 
tion to leave the country and go west of ihe Missis- 
sippi. “Two or three of the chefs were retained as 
hestages for the fu'filment cf the capi‘ulation, 
S me ime tef: re this, General Jesup had ordered 
a detachment of tr ops; under. the -command of 
Colone's Fanning and Harney, with a quantity of 
provisions, up the St. Johns river 1o Lake Monroe,. 
where they estatlished a post. They were a tack- 
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ed by the Indians. The enemy, were repuised, with 
the loss of twenty or thirty killed. Soon after this 
battie, the Indians heard of the suspension of hosti- 
lies, and a friendly intercourse was established. 
All this led to & general suspension of hostilities 
throughout the Terrjtory, and a friendly intercourse 
with all; and, by an agreement entered into at 
Fort Dade, the chiefs being nearly all present, (and 
those who were not, sent in their adhesion.) The 
Indians were to assemble at Tampa Bay, in May, 
1837, and, from there, start for the West. Here 
was a complete and successful termination of 
the Florida war, and it was accomplished in 
as shorta time as any Indian war since the first 
Seltiement of our country. 
In conformity wiih the stipulations, the Indians 


| began to ass‘mble in the latter part of May, and 


beginning of June,at Fampa Bay and Fort Mellon, 
to prepare for the Wesi; but unfortunately the 
measles broke out among those at Tampa Bay. 
Safety to the army and humanity to the Indians 
required that they should be kept apart—to the 
army, that the contagion might not be spread in it, 
and humani y to the Indians, that they should be 
kept ata place, and in a situation, with respect to 
water and other advaatages, to make the disease 
iess fatal. The disease raged with great violence, 
and many whole families were swept off. The 
news of the disease reached Fort Mellon, where a | 
larze body had assemb!ed, and many of them... 
were furnished with provisions te take them te 
Tampa Bay. It was alsa reported at Fort Mellon | 
that the smallpox raged among the Indians at. - 
Tampa Bay. All this prevented those at Fort 
Mellon, and many others, who had not yet acsem- 
bled, from going to Tampa Bay. General Jesup. 
was thts prevented by circumstances over which 
he had no contrcl, from carrying the stipulations of . 
the treaty into effect, by moving the Indians West, 
at the time when it was intended. While prepara- 
tions weie making to move the Iadians from Fort 
Mellon to Tampa Bay, they became jealous of 
the intentio: of the army, and thought the object 
was io throw them all intoa body where they 
might, or would, be swept off by the measles and 
sma Ipox—took the alarm, broke up, and dispersed 
in direct violation of the conditions of the ..capitu- 
lation. 

It has been asked, why did General Jesup not 
retain and prevent the Indians from breaking up?- 
why did he not pursue and overtake.theny, when. 
broken vp? The answer is, the efficiency of the ag- 
my was greatly weakened by severe fatigue, long’ 
marches, and constant and severe exercise; and the, ; 
horses were compleiely broken down. General 
Jesup did all that was in his power, and all that © 
was left for him to do at that time. He ca'led 
some fresh troops of Florida volunteers into action, 
the efficient troops which he had, and two volun- 
teer companies from Georgia. They were put to 
the service of scouting and defending the frontier. 
This duty was continued until the. following No- 
vember, which may be regarded as the commence- 
ment of the next campaign. Be es 

The number of Indians killed or taken in the . 
campaign which I have briefly described, by Gene- 
ra! Jesup, was over five hundred. T wili not now 
detain the House with specific details of the mili- 
tary operations of General Jesup, for the balance ' 
of the time he had charge of the Florida war, . 
but reier you to Senate d-cument No. 507, se- 
cond session of the Twenty fifth Congress, by which 
it will be seen he continued to d fend the frontier, to 
scour the country far and wide, as his means and 
force wou'd enale him, and to surprise, k.ll, and: 
capture the encmy when and wherever he could. 
fiad them; by which, also, it will be found that from 
the time he commenced operations, or took.charge 
of the war in F orida, which was in December, 
1836, until he. withdrew in May, 1838, the namibe 
of Indians and negroes taken, with those, whe sur- 
readered, amounted to near twepty-foar hundred, 
over seven hund:ed of whom Were warriors. . peas 
villages were all destroyed—thejr gattle, horses, an 
other stock, wits n-acly all theat other property, d 
were taken or destroy ee and ‘the 

. Te- , 
ee ‘creat from the Georgia line 
Whole country wes avers “Florida. T al 
tothe gouthern extremity of Florida. he small 
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bands of the enemy whch were left, were dispersed 
over tha! extensive region, with little left but their 
rifles. Such was the condition of the war, and 
such the situation of the enemy, when Gen. Jesup 
surrendered the command. 


Mr. Chairman, I have traced up th: principal 


operations of the Flocida War. I have done so | 


forthe purpose of presenting to the country the 
rominent facts, in order that it may be known 
w far the Administration or the Executive, and 


_ the War Department, are chargeable with any mis- | 
fortunes or delay attending the prosecution of that | 


war I have also done so for the purprse of plac- 
ing the officers, who were the immediate active 
operators in the war, ina proper ma ner before 
the public, to the end that justice may be awarded 
to whom justice is due. 


In relation to the Executive and the War De- 
partment no blame can or will be attached, if blame 
there is at all, and such will be the decision of an 
intelligent and generous community. The Execu- 
tive was thwarted in his efforts to augment the 1e- 
gular army; hence the War Department was driven 
to the necessity of carrying on the war with volun- 
teer militia, a mode both expensive and uncertain. 
Vast expense and delay has been the consequence, 
but the Executive could do no better. He was 
compelled to use such means as Congress furnished 


him, and for these alone is he responsible. All re- . 


sponsibility and all consequences must rest with 
Congress for the insufficiency of thcse means. Con- 
gress is also responsible for all the unhappy conse- 
quences that resulted from the untimely interference 
to which I have alluded,for the purposes of pacifica- 
tion, and by wh‘ch the whole operations of the War 
Depaitment were checked and thrown into confu- 
sion. I repeat that nothing that was in the power 
of the Executive and the War Departm nt to do, 
was left undone. The best judgment hes b en ex- 
ercised, and the be.t direction has been given to 
that judgment. I repeat, whatever failu es or de- 
Jay are connected with the Fiorida war, s> far as 
th- Executive is concerned, resulted from the want 
ot more efficient means. I alse repeat, that what- 
ever inefficency may seem to attach to the Execu- 
tive, has its origin in the want of proper means. 
Lastly, I repeat, whatever failures ur delay are con- 
nected with the Florida war, have their founda ion 


in the want of more. efficient means, and are | 


chargeable to Congress and the chara ter of the 
country. But, sir, speaking with reference to ihe 
means with which the Executive has been fur- 
nished, I ask to present some other causes which 
have operated udfavorably, anc must $> continue 
to operate, to a speedy termination of that war. I 
have given a description of the face of Florida. 


himself with garments beyond his buckskin leg- 
gins, moccasins, and breech-clout. 
The Florida contest is really no longer a war of 


fighting; it is one of hunting, finding, and catching — 


ihe Gifficulties of which may be imagined, but can 
only be realized by those who have been practical 
observers of its operations. Nothingis more un- 
fair and unjust than to compare this war with other 
Tqdian wars Known to our country; for there is, in 
truth, scarcely one feature that will bear compari- 
son. To drive the Indians from our frontier, to 
push them farther into the wilderness, and enlarge 
our boundaries, has been the common policy, as 
the history of our frontier Indian wars shows: but 
such is not tke charac‘er of the war in Florida. 
The Indians would long since have abandoned that 
country, if they had had a place of retreat, as the 
Indians of the West have alwavs had. But, sur- 
rounded as they are, by the Gulf of Mexico on 
one side, by the Atlantic ocean on another, and the 
inhabited States on the third, they are unable to re- 


| cede from the country, even under the severest pres- 
` sure. They are therefore reduced to the necessity of 


hiding ‘hemselves in the numerous covers with 
which the country abounds, and we to that of seek- 
ing for them. The cperation of finding, running 
down, and catching, some twelve or fifteen hundred 
wi'd Indians, scattered over an area of forty thou- 
sand square miles of wilderness, covered with inac- 
cessible retreats and fastnesses, will be found to be 
fraught with difficulties which have never been met 
with in this country nor surpas-ed in any cther. 

If the Indians would concentra‘e and fight a de- 
cisive battle, there is perhaps not a regiment in Fio- 


. rida that could not close the war forever by defeat- 


The advantages which the swamps, hammocks, | 


evergiades, and morasses, give the savages, 
render all civilized modes of warfare ivef- 


fectual. The swamps are almost impenetrable i 


except to the savages, whokrow their secret passes. 
The hammocks and everglades form a coveritg 
and hiding places for the savages, which render 
them impervious to the keenest eye and” the most 
vigilant search. 
of the enemy is the crack of his rife, or the effect 
of hisshot. Iam told that oneof the officers of 
the Florida serv ce has been shot at (an! wounded 
ofien) fourteen times in varicus attacks, and never 
saw a hostile Indian, such is the security the ene- 
my enjoy by the na'ural advantages which the 
face of Florida gives them. Add to this the ex- 
tent or spread of territory which covers over ferty 
thousand square'miles, over which the enemy are 
dispersed in small bandirtis, Add to these the fact 
that, though Florida is destitute of resources for 


a civilized army, it abounds in natural productions, į 


suited to an Indian. The wild potato, the cocnti 
root, and the cabbage tree, are the substi utes for 
bread. The fish, with which the Jakes and ponds 
abound, the gofer, the turkey, and the deer, which 
they know where to find, and how to kill, are their 
meat. It isentirely impossible, and must ever re- 
main so, to starve them out, for nature feeds them 
without an effort, scarcely, on their part; ənd as to 
clothing, the climate rend-rs that not only unneces- 
sary, but, for three-fourths of the year, actually 
burdensome. A warrior disdaios to encnmber 


The first warning the pursuer has . 


ing them. But such is not their policy. They 
know their strength consists in dispersion, no: in 
concentration. By scattering in small squads over 
that immense territory, they see that we can neither 
fiad nor effectually assail them. They, in fact, be- 
come intangible to military operations. Hence the 
war may linger through many years, with the u 
most effort that may be used to terminate it, and it 
is the op'nion of many most experienced in the pro- 
gress of this war, that time is to be an important 
element in bringing it to a close, and that no better 
plan can be devised for that purpose than that now 
in operation by the War Depariment, and carrying 
out the provisions of the cccupation bill now before 
the House. 

Mr. Chairman, while I am willing that unprin- 
cipled demagogues, and brainless coxcombs, shall 
exercise full sway in their denunciations of the 


! Administration for what they please to call the 
| failure of the Florida war, I will ask the attention 
i of an honest and intelligent communi'y, while I 


present for their conside:ation some other wars in 
other countries, but answering the description of 


` this, with the excep'ion of the single change of 


names; in the progress and condact ef which they 
will find amp‘e reasons for the delays of this—rea- 
sons-which, with them, will be feund amply suffi- 
cent to secure the Administration from dis2 race, 
or even imputation, and the American arms from 
dishonor. 

Durius, King of Persia, to satisfy an unbounded 
ambition, and extend his conquests, declared war 
against the Scythians. H's brother, Artabanes, in 
whom he had great confidence, remonstrated 
against this exped tion, and offered, among other 
stiong objections, that the Scythians were separated 
from Persia by an immense distance of*sea and 
land; and besides, the Scythians were a peepe 


| that dwelt in wild and uncultivated deserts, having 


ne.ther towns nor houses; no fixed settlements or 
places of habitation. * * * As they are accus- 
tomed to remove from place to place, if they should 
think jroper to fly before you, not out of fear 
or cowardice, for they are a very courageous 
and warlike people, but only with a design to ha- 
rass and ruin your army by continued and fati- 
guirg marches; what will become of you in suchan 
uncultivated and barren country, where you will 
neither find forage for your borses nor provisions for 
your men? * + > * Darius heard his brother 
in kindness, but no admonition was sufficient to 
drive him frem his mad purpose. He commenced 
his march from Susa at the head of seven hundred 


thousand trocps, His fleet consisted of six hun 


dred ships, which were chiefly managed by Ioni- 
ans, and other Grecian nations that dwelt upon the 
sea coast of Asa Minor and the Hellespont. He 
marched his army towards the Thracian Bospho- 
rus, which he passed upon a bridge of boats; af- 
ter which, having maie bimself master of all 
Thrace, he came to the Danube, where he had or. 
dered his fleet to meet him. As soon as the Scythi- 
ans were informed of the march of Darius against 
them, knowing their want of strength to meet him, 
they applied to the neighboring people to join in 
their defence, some of whom gave in, but most of 
whom preferred neutral ground; but of this refusal 
they soon had reason to repent. 

The first wise precaution taken by the Scy- 
thians was, to secure their wives and children, 
by sending them to the most northern paris of the 
country, and with them all their herds and flocks, 
reserving nothing for themselves but that which 
they could carry with them, and what was neces- 
sary for the support of the army. Another precau- 
tion which they observed was, to fill up all the 
wells, stop up all their springs, and consume all the 
forage in those paris through which the Persian ar- 
my was to pass. The policy then practised was 
to march a short distance before Darius’s army, 
and lead them first into the countries of these who 
refased to joifi them against the Persians, to the 
end that their substance might be consumed by so 
vast an army. This being accomplished, they led 
the enemy into barren regions, wh re there was 


„neither wa'er, provisions, nor forage—retreating 


but a short distance before, and leading him into 
such places as suited them best. Whenever the 
Persians manifested a dispesiticn to attack them, 
they would quicken their march and lead them still 
farther into famine and thirst. At last Darius see- 
ing no hopes of bringing the enemy to battle, and 
growing weary of long and fruitless marches, sent 
a herald to the king of the Scythians, whose name 
was Indirthyrsus, with tnis message in his name: 
“ Prince of the Scythians, wherefore dost thou con- 
tinually fy before me? Why dost thou not stop 
somewhere or other, either to give me battle if thou 
feclest thyself able to encounter me, or if thou 
thinkest thyself too weak to acknowledge thy 
master by presenting him with earth and water?” 


To this communication Indirthyrsus replied by 
the same herald: “Jf I fly before thee, Prince of 
the Persians, it is not because I fear thee. What 
I donow is no more than what I am used to do in time 
of peace. We Scythians have neither cities nor lands 
to defend. If thou hast a mind to foree vs to come 
to an engagement, come and attack the tombs cf 
our fathers, and thou shall find what manner of 
men we are. As to the title of master which thou 
assumest, keep it for other nations than the 
Scythians. For my part, I acknowledge no other 
master than the great Jop‘ter, one of my own at- 
cestors, and the goddess Vesta.” Darius was great- 
ly enraged at what he regarded so inso- 
lent an answer, and pushed further and faster 
in his mad career. Just when his army was reduc- 
edto the last extremity, there came a herald 
to Darius from the Scythian prince with & 
bird, a mouse, a frog, and five arrows, for a 
present. The king desired to know the meaning 
of thore gifts. The herald answered tha! his or- 
ders were only to deliver them, and nothing more; 
and that it was left for the Persian king to find cut 
the meaning. Darius concluded, at first, that the 
Scythians thereby consented to deliver up the 
eaith and water to him which, he supposed, were 
represented by the mouse and frog, as aiso their 
cavalry, whose swiftness was represented by the 
bird, together with their own persons and arms, re- 
presented by the arrows. But one of his Jords 
expounded the enigma in a different manner. 
know, says he to the Persians, that, unless you can 
fly away in the air like birds, or hide yourselves In 
the earth like mice, or swim in the water like frogs, 
you shall in no wise avoid the arrows of the Scy- 
thians. 

The whole Persian army had now nothing be- 
fore their eyes but ruin and famine. Instant re- 
treat was all the salvation fcr the remainder of those 


* The ancient method of acknowledging submisaion and °F 
vitude to the conqueror, ; 
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who survived the famine and fatigue of the Scy- 
hian campaign. Darius returned to Sasa with 
scarce ha:f his army. Sach was the fate of the Scy- 
thian war; such was the failure of one of the most 

werful nations on the face of the earth, with 
one of the most powerful armies that ever marched 
against an enemy, headed by a prince flu~hed with 
victory, and adorned with fresh laurels by the con- 
quest of As:yria and the destruction of Babylon, in 
aa attempt to subdue a small nation of half civi- 
lized wanderers; and such were the advantages 


_ which the face of the country and the extent of 


territory gave the Scy thians—advantages in no re- 
spect superior to those enjoyed by the Seminoles in 
Florida for their defence. ‘The Scythians defeated 
the Persian army by wandering, and not fighting. 
The Seminole Indians have it in their power to 
kng prevent a termination of the Fiorida war by 
wandering, and not fighting, by the same advan- 
tages that the Scythians enjoyed. ` 

In the ye'r 1655 Jamaica was conquered by the 


English,and the Spaniards driven out. Svon after the ` 


English laws were establ:shed .n the island, the in- 


_ habitants found themselves beset and plundered by 


A 


some wandering robb:rs who issued from the 
mountains of Cla:endon, situated in th> inte- 
iior of the island. These robbers were called 
maroons, and principally consisted of negroes 
and their descendants, who, from time 
to time, had escaped from their mas- 
vrs, and taken refuge in the mountains, or 
cockpits. The mountains of Clarendon are lofty, 
rmarkably broken, consisting of rocks, covered, in 
sme parts, with dense shrubbery, with narrow, 
deep de files, leading to openings more expanded, 
talled cockpits, and other hiding places, fit for se- 
tare retreats for robbers and plunderers. The 
tatliest attention of the colonial Government was 
given to the security of the planers and herdsmen 
ftom the daily depiedations of the marnons. Gar- 
isons and posts were established, troops were sta 
toned at suitable points to defend the frontier, but 
ill to but litte effect. Robberies, depredations on 
property, and murders, by the marvons, was a por- 
tion of every day’s news. The attention of the 
tolonia' Government was called and d rected more 
tamestily and urgently to the safety of the frontier 
and the reducticn of the maroons; but all still to 
he effect—murders and depredations were but 
little abated—the work of surprise, plunder, ard 
death, still went on. The attention of the British 
Parliament was called 10 the maroon war; but 
Jear after year passed away and the maroon war 
sill raged. The British arms were called into ac- 
live requisition, troops of rangers were sent to 
scour the mountain passes, defiles, and cockpits, 
bat no maroons could be seen, with a few excep- 
tions, Fresh trails wou!d be made on purpose to 
lead the rangers into narrow defiles, when, on a 
dden, the maroons would fire on them from 
their hiding places and cut off who'e companies, 
Withoat any other discovery than the report of the 
musket, the smoke from its muzzle, and the death 
Which ecsued. Sir, | bave nct time to detail this 
War and its bloody consequences. It is sufficient 
for my purpo'e to say that perhaps there never 
Were over one thousand maroon warriors at any 
One time, and yet the war lasted near two thirds of 
acentary, with but little intermission of confirmed 
Peace. [tis sufficient to say that such were the 
ajvantages that the inaccessible (inaccesible to 
any thing but a maroon) passes, narrow defiles, 
eckpits, and hding paces that the Clarondon 
Mountains afforded the maroons, thata handful of 
them (comparatively speaking) were able to keep 
at bay the power of the British arms. While the 
Briish lion was prowling unscared over vast 
and wide-spread India, shak ng the earth and mak- 
ing all creation tremble at his 1oar, he was com-. 
pelied to shake his mane and sneak, in dismay and 
defeat, from the presence of a handful of maroons. 
Such were the natural advantages which the 
maroons enjoyed, owing to the face of their coun- 
try. Bur, grear as those a Ivantages were, the Se- 
Winoles enjoy those that are equal for their mode 
of warfare, and against which the Ameri-an arms 
have had tocontend. The maroon war was finally 
closed in 1796, not before; nor wou'd i yethave been 
closed, but for the importation of the Spanish chas- 
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seurs and bloodhounds, about which L will have to 
say somethiog before I take my seat. i 

In that part of Asia, or, perhaps, more preperly, 

in As:a in Russia, are what are called the Circas- 
sian mountains, which are inhabited by a people 
called after the mountains, or perhaps the mounta‘ns 
are called after them. Be that as it may, the peo- 
ple are called Circassians. The Government of 
Russia has owned that province of Asia for per- 
haps a century or more. Her arms and her laws 
have been extended to the subjection of all the 
tribes and nations within the limits of that pro- 
vince, except the Circassians, who have never been 
conquered to this day. Perhaps the description 
given of the Clarendon mountains of Jama-ca 
may, to some extent, serve for a descrip- 
tions of the Circassian mountains, and the 
advantages of the one are similar to the, other, 
for national defence. .The Circassians, I believe 
rank with what is called half civilized people. 
think their concentrated military fsrce has, at no 
time, exceeded one or two thousand warriors. The 
arms of Russia have been directed against that peo- 
ple, with bug little intermission, from the time she 
has owned the province. Campaign after cam- 
pagu has marched, with ten, fitteen, and upwards 
of twenty thousand troops, as brave as ever bore 
arins, or followed the Russ‘an standard; and as 
ofien as they have been marched, so often have 
they failed, or been defeated. ‘Ihe Russian eagle, 
that hovers over, unscared, one half of the conti- 
nent of inhabited Europe, has been compelled to 
flee from the p esence of a handful of Circassians, 
in defeat and dismay. Ten thousand of Russia’s 
bravest veterans have fallen in a single campaign 
before them. They are uncenquered and uncon- 
querable, so long as their scat ered, small c'ans, re- 
main united for the commen defence of the r coun- 
try, and so lòng as the mountains stand, and the 
passes, fastnesses, and defiles remain; for these are 
the nalural advantages by which they are enabled 
to contend against the almrst unlimited powers of 
a Russian Autocra’; and yet the natural advantages 
that the Circassian mountains afford that pecple in 
the safety of their retreats, does not excel the ad- 
vantages the evergiades, swamps, and hammocks 
secure tothe Seminoles in Florida. 

The failures of the Persian army to defeat Scy- 
thia; the procrastination for more than half a cen- 
tury of the maroon war, and the total failure of a'l 
Russia to conquer Circassia, can a'l be accounted for 
by the honest, intelligent and eandid wor'd, and yet 
this Administration must be the subj: ct of Federal 
derision, ridicule and denunciat.on, because the Flo 
rida war has not been 'erminated in the space of two 
or three years, with all the insurmountable difficul- 
ties that have their foundation in nature to costend 
with—limited means, a destitution in resources at 
the theatre of war, and the untime’y and embariass- 
ing interpositien of Congress—al! of which have 
conspired to make this war as complicated and as 
difficult of termination as those to which I have 
referred. 

Sir, the spirit of persecu'ion and denageguism 
which has hunted the Executive and the War Depart- 


` ment, as well as sume of the cfficers, through this 


wa ,'s worthy of, and in character with, the reckless 
dewagogues of other times and other @overnments, 
who are always prepared to sacrifice the highest in- 
terest of tLeir country at the shrine of their ambi- 
toa. Itis worthy of the ingratitude and inhumani- 
ty of an Apries, when the Egyp:ians determined to 
shake eff the yoke that bound them down in slavish 
bondage tə Aprics (Pharao Hophrah) they made 
Amasis their king, Apries in exasperation sent Pa- 
terbenis, one of his highest’ officers and principal 
lord of bis court, to put Amasis under arrest and bring 
him before him. Paterbenis, faithful to his prince, 
did all he could to execute bis master’s order; but, 
for want of power and means, failed in his commi:sion. 
The base and brntal Apries, as a reward for his 
fidelity, treated him in a most ignominious and iu- 
human manner, by cutting off his nose and ears, 
for failing to do that which he had neither the 
power nor the means to do. 

I: is in characer with the base conduct and 
treachery of Hinno, and the vile faction he headed 
in Carthage, whcse whole efforts were directed to 


the destruction of the immortal Hannibal, whose 
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success in arms, aad whose populariiy with his 
peopie. were a constant source of mortification and 
disappointment to him. The management of the 
Gevernment of Carthage, and the command of her 
armies, were Hanno’s ambition; and, like the Fede- 
ral demagogues of this day in our country, he 
preferred to see the proud name of Carthage wither, 
her arms dishonored, and her peop!e sunk in infamy 
and sold in slavery, rather than fail of his object; 
and such aspiring demagogues have been the mis- 
fortune and curse of every Government and peo- 
ple, at all times. So say: the history of the world 
and of man. But I will not now take time to 
illustrate by examples The American people will 
be able to appreciate the motives that give birth to 
the base cha-ges against the Administration in re- 
ference to the Florida war. 

Mr. Chairman, I ask your attention, while I ex- 
pose the inconsistency involved in the cry against 
the Administration for what is called the “mis- 
manazement of the Florida war.” The Executive 
and the War Department have been charged 
with impotency in its management, and General 
Jesup has been breught in for a large share of 
Of the Ad- 
ministration I will say nothing more, farther 
than repeat, that all that has been done, has been 
done wih the best directed judgment. 

But of General Jesup I must say something, by 
way of con'tast to the services of General Scott. 

General Jesup served, I think, hardly a fort- 
night in the Creek war, and by his efficient means, 
and in violation of the erders, and contrary to the 
plans, of General Scott, he succeeded in terminat- 
ing the war, and completed the arrangements by 
which near twenty thousand Indians were moved 
west of the Mississippi. For this, as I have be- 
fore remarked, he received General Scoit’s censure. 

General Jesup served in Florida, and had 
charge of the war a little over seventeen months, 
in which time he killed and captured of the enemy 
near twenty-four hundred, defended the frontier, 
established posts and fortifications, destroyed the 
enemy’s p’operty, burnt their towns, swept the 
swamps and hammocks, and dispersed the small 
remainder, and yet General Jesup has beea abused 
and denounced in no measured terms by the Fede- 
ral sheets of the day; he has been identified with 
the War Department in the charge of “impotescy” 
and the “disgrace of the Florida war.” 

Gereral Seott performed a campaign in Florida 
with near five thousand troops (the bravest of the 
brave) well supplied, in which he may have killed, 
it is said, five or six of (hé enemy, and yet, strange 
to say, General Scott, by the same men and the 
s3me pariy, is lauded for his bravery and his trans- 
cendent milit@ry services, and is held up as quali- 
fied for and entit'ed to the first cffice in the gift of 
the American people. Yes, sir, he was really a 
prominent candidate for the Presidency at the late 
Hartford Convention. (Pardon me, sir, I should 
have said Harrisburg. I am so in the habit of cail- 
ing things ‘by their proper names, that I sometimes 
violate the rules of courtesy. The fact that it was 
composed of men of the same parry, governed by the 
same principles,and whose object was to effect about 
the same purposes as that of the Hartford conven- 
tion, led me into the nominal mistake. I will be 
more careful hereafter.) Yes, sir, General Scott, 
who, of all the officers that had charge of the 
Florida war, with greater means andi greater ad- 
vantages, did the least, (except one whom I shall 
name shortly,) is held up by the Opposition as 
worthy and qual fied for the Presidency ! 

Sir, if there is any disgrace attached to the con- 
duct of the Florida war, or any failure in its ma- 
negement, that disgrace, and that failure, must at- 
tach to Gereral Scott. If there was any thing left 
undone, which could or ought to have been done, 
in the Florida war, it was the failure of General 
Scott to fight, surround, and conquer the enemy, 
when they were embodied on the Withlacoochee 
river. Atno tine, darmg the war, were there so 
great a number of the enemy embodied as on the 
Withlaco:chee, when General Scott met them. 
At no lime were there so many efficient troops 4 
contiguous, nor were the troops at any time so we 
supp ied, as were the troups at that time under 
Gen. Scott, He had nineteen hundred an‘ sixty men 
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in his ight wing, immediately under his command, 
with sixteen days’ provisions. His left wing 
was at Palaklakaha, consisting of the same number 
of men, and the same quantity of provisions, and 
with cattle in abundance, and only one or two days’ 
march from where the Ind.ans were embodied. 
Then was the time for a decisive battle, if sucha 
battle could have been fought with the Indians at 
any time. If there was ever atime when ar end 
could have been put to th: Florida war by efficient 
and prompt action, that was the time. If ever there 
were circumstances which put it in the power of 
any commander in Florida to put, at one blow, an 
end to the war, these were the circumstances. 
‘What was the course of General Scoti? It was, as 
I have remarked, to attack the Indians, who, with- 
out the loss of one man, retreated to the swamps. 
General Scott followed them but four or five miles, 
and then took up the line of march for Tampa Bay, 
where he arrived in eleven days from Fort Drane, 
with seven days’ provisions, and where he met the 
left wing of his army, witha like quantity of pro- 
visions. Sir, one is naturally led to inquire why 
© Gen. Scott did not send to Palaklekaha for the left 
wing of his army, secure a few of theenemy’s cattle 
which were in such abundance, attack the ene- 
my with bis whole ferce, and at a blow put an end 
to the war. 


‘Withlacoochee, with the forces and provisions that 
General Sco:t had, an end would have been put 
to the war by a decisive battle. It is said that it 
was a great error in General Scott to permit the In- 


dians to disperse. They never have since been so | 


embodied, nor will they ever again be so embodied. 
I repeat, that there and then was commi ted the fa- 
tal error, ifany errorcan be justly charged in the 
conduct of the Florida war. I charge this upon 
General Scott, and I defy his friends to get him 
from under the charge, unless they will maintain that 
owing to the character and tace of the country and 
the advantages of the swamps, hammocks, and fast- 
nesses the enemy enjoyed, it was impossible for 
him to find and defeat them; and such seems to be 
the case, and the apology upon which the court of 
inquiry decided, as set forth in Senate document 
224, evidence furnished the court by Gen. Scctt him- 
self. I say, if the friends ef Gen. Scott ass gn these as 
good reasons why he so signally failed in the Flo- 
rida war, then must they cease their clamor against 
the Administration, and their charges of inefficien- 
cy and “impetency” upon the head of thy War De- 
partment for not doing that which they must ac- 
knowledge was impossible to be done, or they must 
consent to Jet their would-be President stand 
charged wiih more inefficiency and greater error, 


It has been confidently said by some ' 
officers of experience, that if General Gaines or 
General Jesup had commanded at that time at | 


than any one officer connected with the Florida | 
war—no one having it so much in his power toend ; 


the war as General Scott. 

I was amused to hear the gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Tnompson,] when on this subject, 
(Fiorida war.) He asks: 

“What has yet been accomplished by the Second dragoons, 
a regiment raised specially for that service? Nothing, that! 
have ever heard of. I would not object to raising one or mere 
regiments, if I knew who were to command them; if I could 
have any assurance that the command would be given te Gen. 
Fioyd of Georgia, or some other such man. I, however, know 
none such. Butit will be given to no euch man, but to some 
palace pet or noisy politician. These appointments have been, 
and wiil be made, not witha view te military, but to poli- 
cal battles; not with a view to obtaining victories over the In- 
dians, but votes at elections.” i 

He knows no such man as Gen. Fioyd! Ought 
the gentleman not to have embraced Gen. Scott 
and the hero of Tippecanoe? 


norance by asking this question. If so, I hope I will 
find an apolcgy in the fact that some of usin the 
West have no books to read but the Bible and old 
Tom Dilworth’s Spelling-book. I do not make 
the inquiry with any disrespect to the gentleman, 
who.seems to siand so hgh in the estimation of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. T.] Gen. 
Floyd may have slain his thousands and tens of 
thousans. He may have fattened many a broad 
field with bis slain. He may have planted stand- 
ards of liberty in every quarter of the globe. Vic- 
tory may perch upon his banner, and conqueror 


: : || jn 1792, and ended in 1795. Wayne's last battle 
But, sir, who is Gen. Floyd? I may expose my ig- | 


‘more than one hundred and fifty Indians; nor did 


may be bis name, but it so happens I know little | 
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or nothing of him. 1 believe he had the charge of 
a campaign in Florida. I think he was sent to do 
what Gen. Ne!son had failed todo. And what did 
they both do? Senate document No. 507 informs us 
that Gen. Nelson, with a brigade of Georgia vo- 
lunteers, was directed to secure the frontier of Mid- 
dle Florida and the western part of East Florida. 
His operations covered the country west of the Fort 
King road, from the south point of the Annuttale- 
ga swamp to the Withlacoochee, ard to the head 
of that river; thence to the Suwanee, and thence 
west of that river, and south of the Tallahassee 
road to Stein Hatchee, the whole distance on the 
coast being a continued swamp, extending from 
the Gulf of Mexico to the interior, from ten to 
thirty miles, and along the Gulf a hundred and 
fifty miles. He had several skirmishes with the 
enemy, and the result of his operations, so far as 
they have been reporied, are six Indians killed, 
and fourteen prisoners. That is something. General 
Nelson is a Democrat, I am told. 

Now, sir, I have told you I did not know what 
General Floyd has done, but I can tell you what 
he did notdo. Afer General Nelson left Florida, 
General Fioyd went on a campaign. His opera- 
tions were confined to the southern part of Georgia, 
and northern line of Florida, near the Okeefenoke 
swamp. His force I think ccnsisted of near one 
thousand Georgia volunteers and United Siates 
regular troops. His campaign continued proba- 
bly three months. 
Indian or taking a prisoner. 
not do. I believe General Floyd is a modern Whig! 

“The King of France, with forty thousand men, 

Marched up a hill, and then marched down again.” 

But my friend from South Carolina knows no 
such man as General Fleyd. He does not like 
pets of the white palace, and noi-y politicians; l 
suppose he prefers bank pets. I take it for granted, 
if the charge of the Florida war could be put into 
the hands ef the pets of the bank marbled palace 
and the friends of rotten corporations; the rag tag 
shinplaster currency and incorporated swindlers, 
they m ght make as much “noise” as they pleased 
in politics. Such generals would be to the geatie- 
man’s liking and the liking of bis party, whether 
they would obtain ‘‘victories over the Indians” or 
not, so that they would ‘‘obtain votes at the polls.” 

But, sir, I wish it to be understood that I nether 
make the inquiry nor the expose which I have, in 
relation to General Floyd, through any disrespect 
te that gentleman, or to diminish any claims to 
chivalry, bravery, or gucd conduct, he may have 
achie ved by his services in the Florida war. On 
the contrary, it is my desire that he shall enjoy all 
ihe credit to which his services entitle him. But 
when his friends are so in.prudent as to extol him, 
at the expense, and to the exclusion, of all others 
who toiled with him in the scenes of Florida, a 
plain, unvarnished statement of facts is not only 
admissible, but demanded, in justice to those who 


may be affected thereby. And I am willing to ad- 
|! mitthat General Floyd did all that could have been 


done under the circamstances in which he served. 

I have stated that the abused General Jesup 
ended the Creek war in ten or fifteen days, and 
sent near twenty thousand Indians west of the 
Mississippi; and that he killed, captured, and took 
prisoners, near twenty-four hundred of the enemy, 
in less than seventeen monhs, during which he 
had charge of the Florida war. How will these 
compare with other Indian campaigns and Indian 
wars. 

General Wayne’s Indian campaign commenced 


was fought on the 20'h August, 1794. The In- 
dians did not come in for a year after, and, when 
all told, they did not amount to more than eleven 
hundred. 
General G. R. Clark, who was considered one 
of our most successful Indian hunters, never took 


he kill more than twice that number. Generals 
Scott (not the would-be President) and Wilkinson 
kiled and captured ninety-nine Indians in their 
campaign, for which they received the thanks of 
General Washington. 

In the surprise at Tippecance it is supposed fifty 
Indians may have been Killed with the offset of 


He returned without killing one | 
This is what he did | 
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one hundied and eighty of our troops killed and 
wounded. 

So Gen. Jesup, in a seventeen months’ campaign, 
killed and captured,and made prisoner, more Indians 
than all killed and taken by Wayne, Clark, Scott, 
Wilkinson, and Tjppecanoe to boot; and yet the 
Administration, the War Department, and General 
Jesup, are charged with disgrace for failures in the 
Florida war, and General Winfield Scott must be 
made President of the United States. Monstrous !!! 
and Tippecanoe more monstrous !!!! 

Mr. Chairman, I regret that my time and the 
limits of aspeech will not permit me to take the 
notice I should of many of the gallant officers who 
served in the fatiguing and harassing war of Flo- 
rida. If [had time and opportunity, it would 
give me great pleasure to annex the services of the 
gallant Smith, Taylor, Hernandes, Cawifield, 
Harny, Fanning, and others, to their names. 

Ihave a word to say, by way of conclusion, to 
the charge made upon the War Department of 
importing bloodhounds to hunt down the Seminole 
Indians. 

This charge is made by the humane Federalists. 
Humanity is one of the noblest qualities of the 
human heart, but it sometimes requires the exer- 
cise of sound judgment, to give it a proper direc- 
rection; and unfeigned humanity is generally 
blended with some regard for truth and vera- 
city. We had a very humane party during 
our last war with Great Britain, in which we were 
struggling to maintain our liberty and indepen, 
dence. That was the Federal party whe, for the 
time, styled themseles the peace party, and the same 
paity whose eyes are now pump ng, and whose 
hearts are bleeding, at the thought of employing 
bloodhounds to hunt the poer Seminoles. At the 
same time that the whole line of our frontier coun- 
try was bleeding at every pore; when the heavens 
were illuminated by night with the torch of the 
savage and the conflagration of the frontier cabins 
along the whole northern boundary; when the crack 
of the deadly rife was not permitted to die on the ear; 
when the red scalping knife and tomabawk were 
never permitted to dry; and when the work of death 
was the daily and nightly occupation of the enemy, 
many aloud and fervent prayer wes sent to Heaven 
by the peace party to revenge, on our countrymen, 
the blood of an unholy and unjust war. And 
now, when the first intelligence of the morning is 
the indiscriminate slaughter of one or more fami- 
lies, the burning of one or more houses, by the 
Seminoles, we hear the same party petitioning men 
and Heaven against employing bloodhounds tọ 
trace the enemy to their lurking places and inac- 
cessible reireats—for no other use is intended by 
them. 

The Florida Indians are perhaps the most 
treacherous and inhuman savages that ever de- 
graded the human name, or defo: med the image of 
man. They are composed of every material that 
is vileand abominable in human nature and de- 
graced in principle. 

Ia the. course of this war, they have not 
only placed themselves without- the pale of 
mercy and humanity, by their inhuman and ind's- 
criminate barbarity, bat they have made them- 
selves, by the laws of nations and of war, subjects 
of the gallows, by the violations of the capitula- 
tion solemnly entered inio at Fort Dade, which I 
have before desgribed; and this is the kind of enemy 
against which bloodhounds must not be used, for 
the purpose of ferreting out their places of conceal- 
ment. 

Every wind from Florida bears upon its wings 
the sickening intelligence of some innocent family 
falling a sacrifice to these plundering murderers. 
Tte intelligence of the patents of some family ha- 
ving their throats cut, their cabin fired, and theit 
children’s brains dashed out upon its burning legs, 
and the mangled bodies leit to fatten the wolf, and 
feed the raven. But all this can be heard with 
cold ind:fference, while the pitiful vhine is sprea 
upon a ‘housand petitions against employing blood- 
hounds, to hunt the poor Seminoles. - Sir, it is all 
the slang of the demagegue, and the cant of the by- 
pocrite, I have in my possession an extract from 
Governor Reid’s message to the Florida Legisla- 
ture, which gives a description of one of those hor- 
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rible seenes of murder and buraing. Itis said that 
a pious and exemplary citizen, on seeing the man- 

Jed corpses and the smoking ruins of the dwelling, 
exciaimed, ia feeling and horror, that be would 
employ hell hounds and devils against such an 


emy. 
Bar the Executive and the War Department 


have been assailed and denounced from one end of 
tne Union to the other, for importing bloodshounds, 
to be used in the Florida war. Now, sir, I have to 
inform you that the whole charge is but ong of the 
reckless, unprincipled, and vi'e slanders of the 
times, propagated and promulgated tor the base 
purposes of party. Neither the Executive nor the 
War Department have had avy hand in the impor- 
tation of blood hounds. It is the work of the Fio- 
rida authorities, a matter over which the Executive 
andthe War Department have no control, except 
whether they shal! be used as instruments of war in 
the hands of the United States troops, or, if permit- 
ted, in what manner they shall be used. 

I present the reply of the Secretary of the War 
Department to a communication of the Hon. H. 
A. Wise to him on that subject, which J ask may 
be read by the C'erk, and which I shall make a part 
of my printed remarks. 

The Clerk read as follows, Senate Document 


187, 1st session 26:h Congress, page 4: 

On this letter I endorsed the following decision, which was 
communicated to General Taylor: “1 have always been of 
opinion that dogs ought to be employed in this warfare, to pro- 
tect the army from surprises and ambuscades, and to track the 
Indian to his Jurking-place: but supposed, if the General be- 
lieved them to be necessary, he would not hesitate to take 
measures to procure them. The cold-blooded and inhuman 
murders lately perpetrated upon helpless women and children 
by these ruthless savages, render it expedient that every possi- 
bie means shouid be resorted to, in order to protect the people 
of Florida, and to enable the United States forces to follow and 
capture or destroy the savage and unrelenting foe. General 
Taylor is, therefore, authorized to procure euch number of dogs 
bi may judge necessary, it being expressly understood that 
they are to be employed to track and discover the Indians, not 
to worry or destroy them.” 

This is the only action or correspondence, on the part of the 
Department, that has ever taken place in relation to the matter. 
The General took no measures to carryinto eflect his own re- 
commendation, and thia Department has never since renewed 
the subject. I continue, however, to entertain the opinion ex- 

resed in the abeve decision. I do not believe that descrip- 
tion of dog, called the bloodhound, necessary to present surprise, 
or track the Indian murderer; but I still think that every cabin 
every military post, and every detachment, should be attende 
by dogs, That precaution might have saved Dade’s command 
from massacre; and, by giving timely warning, have prevented 
many of the cruel murders which have been committed by the 
Indians in Middle Florida. The only successful pursuit of In- 
dian murderers that 1 know of, was on a late occasion, when the 
pursuers were aided by the sagacity of their dogs- These sa- 
vages had approached a cabin of peaceful and industrious set- 
tlersso stealthily, that the first notice of their presence was given 
by a volley from their rifles thrust between the logs of the 
house; and the work of death was finished by tomahawking the 
women, after tearing from them their infant children, and 
dashing their brains out against the door posts. Are these 
ruthless savages to escape and repeat such scenes of blond, be- 
cause they can elude our fellow. citizens in Fiorida and our re- 

ular soldiers, and baffle their unaided efforts to overtake or 

icover them? On a late occasion, three estimable citizens 
were killed in the immediate neighborhood of St. Augustine, 
and one officer of distinguished merit mortally wounded. It is 
in evidence that these murders were committed by two Indians, 
who, after shooting down the father, and beating out 
the son’s brains with the butts of their rifles, upon hearing the 
approach of the volunteers, retired a few yards into the woods, 
and secreted themselves until the troops returned to town with 
the dead bodies of thoee who had been thus inhumanly and 
wantonly butchered. It is to be regretted that this corps had 
not been accompanied with one or two hunters, who, with 
their dogs, might have tracked the blood-stained footsteps of 
these Indians, have restored to liberty the captive they were 
dragging away with them, and have prevented them from ever 
again repeating euch atrocities. Nor could the severest casuist 
odject to our fellow-citizens in Florida resorting to such mea- 
sures, inorder to protect the lives of their women and children. 

Very 1espectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. Henry A. Wisg, 
House of Representatives. 


War DepartMenr, January 26, 1840. 

Bır: Its understood by the Department, although not offi- 
cially informed of the fact, that the authorities of the Territory 
of Florida have imported a pack of bluedhounds from the island 
of Cuba, and I think it proper to direct, in the event of those 
dogs being employed by one officer or officers under your com- 
mand, that their use be confined altogether to tracking the In- 
dians: and in order to insure this, and to prevent the possihility 
of their injuring any person whatsoever, that they be muzzled 
when Inthe field, and held with a leash while following the 
track of the enemy. ° 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servan’, 


Brig. Gen. Z. TAYLOR, a 
Commanding Army ofthe South, Florida. 
I now ask to read the following resolution, which 
alsg shall make a part of my speech: 
Mr. Anass submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report 
$e this House the natural, political, and martial history of the 
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bloodhounds, showing the peculiarf fitness of that clasa of war- 
tiors to be the associates of the gallant army of the United 
States, bel pray the nice discrimination of his scent between 
the blood of the freeman and the blood of the slave—between 
the blood of the armed warrior and that of women or children 
—between the blood of the black, white, and colored men—be- 
tween the blood of savage Seminoles and that of the Anglo- 
Saxon pious Christian. Also, a statement of the number of 
bloodhounds and their conductors, imported by this Govern- 
ment, or by the authorities of Florida, from the Ieland of Cuba, 
and the cost of that importation. Also, whether a further im- 
portation of the same heroic race into the State of Maine, to 
await the contingency of a contested Northeastern boundary 
question, is contemplated, or only to set an example to be fol- 
lowed by our possible adversary in the event of a conflict. 
Whether measures have been taken to secure exclusively to 
ourselves the employment of this auxilary force, and whether 
he deems it expedient to extend to the said bloodhounds and 
their posterity the benefit of the pension laws. 

Mr. Boyn demanded the yeas and nays on the passage of the 
resalution; which were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS said, inasmuch as the yeas and nays were order- 
ed, he would wish to explain before the question was taken. 

The resolution, in consequence, was laid over under the 
Tule. 


Sir, if any other member than the venerable gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts had offered this resolu- 
tion, I would have thought him a fit subject for the 
dark cell ef a lunatic asylum. Orif his reason was 
evidently so as to prevent such a conelusion, and 
knowing that he had read the communication of the 
Secretary of War, (a document which has been ly- 
ing on our desks for some weeks,) I wovld have 
thought he was wilfully, designedly, and malicious- 
ly, attempting to practice a base fraud upon the 
American people, and a vile slander upon the Ad- 
ministration. 

I presume it is not the intention of the Secretary 
of War to enrol the Spanish bloodhounds of Flori- 
da with the pension so.diers of the Revolution. 
When the time comes that dı gs must te enrolled 


- with men, I can tell you a list on which they will be 


placed. I mean the black list. The list of those 
who violated the Constitution, tramp'ed upon the 
sacred rights of the American people, and debased 
the purity of the elective franchise in 1824, by the 
appointment of a man to the highest and most re- 
sponsible office known to our Government, who 
was not of the people’s choice. 

It isa principleiu ethics and philosophy, that there 
is a time and place for every thing; and it is a prin- 
ciple in propriety that every thing should be in its 
place. Ifdogs are to be enrolled with men, let 
them be enro!led with those who have disgraced 
their stations and dishonored their Government. 
But let patriots be enrolled with patriots. 

If the solicitude manifested on the subject of 
the employment of bloodhounds in Florida be not 
the resolt ef morbid humanity and Christian sym- 
pathy, or the whining, pining, sniffl'ng cants of hy- 


. pocrisy and demagoguism, when had it its begin- 


ning? i 

Task your attention while [ read the conclasion 
of a proclamation of the pious Gove nor of Penn- 
sylvania in 1764, and also the conclusion of the 
ordinance of the court, and the preclamation of his 
Excellency, Wiliam Shirley, Governor of the pu'i- 
tans of Massachusetts, still more celebrated for 
their piety, in 1744, ata time when pie y held so 
high a seat that the man who would so tar forget 
himself as to kiss his wife on Sunday, was subject 
to th payment of a heavy fine, and, for aught I 
know, corporeal punishment. But here are the 
extrac!s: 


“AND WHEREAS, it is necessary for the better carrying on 
offensive Operations against our Indian Enemies, and bringing 
the unhappy war with them to a speedy issue, that the greatest 
Encouragement should be given to all His Majesty’s Subjects 
to exertand use their utmost endeavorsto puisue. attack, take 
and destroy our said Enemy Indians; IE DO HEREHY DE. 
CLARE AND PROMISE, That there shall be paid, out of the 
Moneys lately granted for His Majesty’s Use, to all and every 
Person and Persons not in the Pay of this Province, the follow- 
ing several and respective Premiums and Bounties for the 
Prisoners and Scares of the enemy Indians, that shall be ta- 
ken or killed within the Rounds of this Province, as limited by 
the Royal Charter, or in Pursuit from-within the said Bounde; 
that is to say, 

“For every MALE INDIAN ENEMY, above Ten Yearsold, who 
shall be taken Prisoner, and delivered at any Forts garrisoned 
by the Troops in the Pay of this Province, or at any of the 
County Towne, to the Keeper of the Common Gaols there, the 
Sum of ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY SPANISH DOL- 
LARS, or PIECES OF EIGHT. 

“For every FEMALE INDIAN ENEMY, taken Prisoner and 
broughtin as aforesaid; and for every MALB INDIAN ENEMY, 
of Ten Years old or under, taken Prisoner and delivered as 
aforesaid, the Sum of ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY 
PIECES OF EIGHT. 

“For the Scarr of every MALE INDIAN ENEMY, and above the 
age of Ten Years, produced as evidence of their being killed, 
the Sum of ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FOUR PIECES 
OF EIGHT. And 
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“For the Scarr of every FEMALE INpran ENgMmY above the 
age of Ten Years, produced as evidence of their beiug killed, 
the Sum of FIFTY PIECES OF EIGHT. 

“AND that there shall bepaid to every Officer or Officers, 
Soldier or Soldiers, as are or shall be in the Pay of this Pro- 
vince, who shall take, bring in, and produce, any Inp1an ENE- 
MY PRISONER or SCALp, as aforesaid, ONE HALF of the said 
several and respective PREMIUMS ane BouUNTIES 

“Given under my hand and Great Seal of the said Province, 

at Philadelphia, the Seventh day of July, in the Fourth 
year of His Majesty’s Reign, and in the reign of our LORD 
one thousand seven hundred and Sixty-Four. 

JOHN PENN. 

By His Honour’s Command. 

JosEpH SHIPPEN, junior, Secretary. 
GOD Save the KING.” 


So much for pious Pennsylvania; now four the 
puritans. ` 


“On the 26th of October last the General Court of this Pro 
vince voted, that there shall be paid out of the public Treasury, 
toany Company, patty, or person singly, of his Majesty’s aub- 
jects belonging to or residing within this Province, who shall 
voluntarily, and at therr own proper cost and charge, go out and 
killa male Indian of the age cf twelve years or upwards, of 
ths tribe ef St. Johns or Cape Sables, after the twenty-sixth 
day of October last past, and before the last day of June, anno 
Domini one thousand seven hundred and forty Eve, (or for such 
part of that term as the War shall continue.) in any place to 
the Eastward of a line to be fixed by the Governour and His 
Majesty’s Council of this Province, sumewhere to the Eastward 
of Penobscot, and produce his scalp in evidence of his death, 
the sum of one hundred pounds in bills of credit of this Pro- 
vince of the New Tenor, andthe sum of one hundred and five 
pounds in said bills for any male of the like age who shall be 
taken Captive, and delivered to the Order of the Captain-Gene- 
ral to be at disposal and for the use of the Government, and the 
sum of fifty pounds in said bills, for women; and the like sum 
for children under the age of twelve years ki led in fight; and 
fifty five pounds for such of them as shall be take prisoners, 
together with the plunder. 

‘And upon the second day of November instant, His Excellen- 
cy, with the advice and consent of the Council, issued a proclama- 
tion for giving public notice of the said encouragement; where- 
in they have also fixed the line (to the Eastward of which the 
said Indians may be slain or taken, or made prisoners) which 
line is to begin on the sea shore at three leagues diatancté east- 
wardly from the Easternmost part of the mouth of Passamaquod- 
dy river, and thence to run North into the country through the 
Province of Nova Scotia to the river St. Lawrence. 

Sir, I would like to comment on these extracts, 
but I must leave that to tho:e who may read them, 
for I have already consumed too much of the time 
of the committee. Permit me to conclude, by re- 
turning my sincere thanks for the patience and ate 


tention with which I have b'en heard. 


SPEECH OF MR. RIVES, 
OF VIRGINIA, 

Inthe House of Representatives, February 26 1840— 
In favor of the propositiqn of Me. Jonnson of 
Tennessee, to instruct the Comrpittee of Elections 
to report, forthwith, which fiy of the ten indivi- 
duals c'aiming seats from thé State of New Jer- 
sey received thé grea est; famber of votes at the 
election of 1828, and in Teply to Mr. Smitu of 
Connecticut. l 
Atter Mr. Smita took his seat, 

Mr. RIVES rose and said: 

Nothing, Mr. Speaker, but the importance of the 
subject under consideration, could induce me, un- 
der present circaumstances—the House being fa- 
tigued, as it must be, by the elaborate remarks of 
the genleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Smita ]—!o 
detain it with any additional remarks; but I feel 
ita duty I owe, not only to myself, but to tke peo- 
ple I represent, to let it be known what I ba e 
done, and also what I think we should do, in 
relation to the New Jersey case. a 

In order, said Mr. R. that we may not be led off | 
from the plain subject at issue, I beg leave, in the 
first place, to s ate the circumstances under which 
we met here at the beginning of the session. This 
is done for the purpose of comparing with each 
other the principles and actions of the two parties 
which divide this House. 

Long tefore the meeting of Congress, much was 
said throughout the United States abcut the “elrc- 
tion” and “returns” of perscns lo represent the peo- 
ple of New Jersey in the present Hovse of Repre- 
sentetives——it beirg charged, on the one hand, that 
the return was in conflict with the election; and on 
the other, that if such was the fact, “it could, and 
ought to be, corrected by the Honse, it being the 
judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications, 
of its own members” It was also said, prior to 
our arrival here, ihat an effort would be mace by 
us to exclude the persons who were eommistioned 
by the Governor, and to force into their seats persons 
who had no-evidence of their electicn. New, 
although we believed that the Governor had usurp- 
ed powers that did not belong to him, and had, in 
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defiance of ibe Cons‘itutinn of the United S ates 
and the laws of h's State, returned persons to this 
House whom the people had refused to elect, what 
did we, the Admini-tration party, do? 

Fearing that we migh' be wrong, and fearing 
that we wight be charged with sacrificing principle 
to party purposes, if we permitted the persons who 
claimed seats by virtue of their elec ion by the peo- 
ple to come in as members of this House, and 
anxious to occupy ground that ought to keep our- 
selves above suspicion, we thought it best to adopt 
the course recommended, at the last sess on, by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] 
which recommendation was in thes? words: 


That every member of the House of Representatives of the | 


United States ough’, before taking his seat therein, to produce at 
the Clerk’s table, or to deposite in the Clerk’s office, the creden- 
tiale by virtue of which he claims his seat; and in all cases of 
contesied election, no member ought to be permitted to vote 
until the House, upon a report from the standing Committee of 
Elections, or by the vote of the majority ofthe members present, 
being a quorum of the House, shall have decided which of the 
claimants is entitled to the contested seat. 


This course, we know, too, was sustained by | 


preceient—Moore and Letcher having been re- 
quired to stand aside till their case was acted on 
by the Committee of Elections. 

However anxious we might be to elect a 


Speaker, Clerk, and Printer, whose politics might | 


be in accordance with our own, believing that this | 
was the safe cours?, and one calculated to keep ut | 
free from the charge that the Opposition made | 


against us, we proposed that both parties shorld 
stand aside, though we thought the returns ought 
to have been founded on the election, and that 
they were not so, they must be illegal. 

For these reascns we took a c urse that has pre- 
vented New Jersey from having her full represen- 
tation up to this time, believing, as we did, it would 
be better for her to have no representation than to 
be misrepresented. 

But what was the course of the opposite party? 
Those men who received the certifica‘es of the Go- 
veornor, though no man ever said, here or else- 
where, (so far as 1 have heard,) that they received 
a majority of the whole number of votes cast by 
the people of the State—these men who succeeded 
in ob‘aining returns against the Constitution of the 
Un ted Siates, against the laws of the State, and 
the wishes of the people, must have seats al all 
hazards. This was the course of ‘he Opposition. 
But was there a man of the Administration party 
who was fcr giving seats, under the then state of 
things, to these who brought with them evidence 
of their having received a majority of votes? Not 
one. You recollect, Mr. Spealer, what was the 
astonishm:nt of tre Oppos:t on after the House re- 
fused to let the “broad seal” men qualify, that we 
did not p:opose the qualification of those whecame 
here on the return of the facts of the case. 
one of us, however, advocated such a measure, 
either in that case, or the one from Pennsylvania. 
In the latter case, we had before us double re- 
turns, and although the Whig candidate was not 
retarned in the regular way, tis political friends 
we:e for countirg all the ballots that we:e in the 
ballot boxes, relying not on the return, tut on the 
voles, whether put in before or during the election; and 
they succeeded, too, ia having him qualified, by the 
aid of some three or four of uur party, who were 
at the time induced to tnink the election had been 
fairly conducted. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it is my infen icn to examine 
somewhat into the course that has been pursued by 
the gentleman frcm Connecticut, and in doing this 
1 intend to show that he has advoca‘ed the conduct 
of an officer who has acted in dirce: vio!at:on of the 
Constitutien of the United Stats, and in conflict 
with the laws of New Jersey. 

What dces the Constitution of the United States 
tay in re!ation to the election of Memters of Con- 
gres? “That the Fouse of Representatives shall 
be composed of members cho-en every second year 
by the people of the several States.” Ani that the 

‘times, places, and manner of ho:ding elect-cns for 
Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed 
in each State by the Legislature thereof.” And, 
furthermore, that ‘each House sha!l be the judge 
of the elections, returns, aud qualifi-ations of its 
own members.” Now let us sce what New Jersey 
did under the authority given to regulate the “t mes, 


í: 


Not. 
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p’aces, and manner of ho!ding elections” in that 
State? 

After fixing the times and places, snd directing 
by law the mode of voting, and designating the 
officers who shall conduct elections, their law is, 
that, 


After the poll is closed, the judge and inspectors shall, to- 
gether with the clerk (township clerk) of the election, proceed, 
without delay, to take an account of, and cast up the votes 
given for each candidate, and shall make separate lists of the 
same; which list they shall sign, certify, seal up, direct, and 
transmit to the clerk of the eounty, who shall attend at the court- 
house of the county, on the Saturday next after the day of elec- 
tion, for the purpose of receiving the same, which list shall be 
delivered to him before five o'clock in the afternoen of said day, 
which said clerk shall then proceed ina public manner to 
make auo general list of all the candidates voted for as 
aforesaid, togeth' r with the number of votes received for each 
of them, ani shalltransmit the same, at the expense of the 
State, to the Governor, or person administering the Government, 
within seven days thereafter, having first caused a duplicate 
thereofto be filed in his office, together with the lists from the 
said townships. 


The same law makes it the duty of the 

Governor, or person administering the Government and 
Privy Council, to determine the six persons who have the 
greatest r.uinbei of votes from the whole State for Representa- 
tivee in Congress of the United States from that State; which 
six persons the Governor, or person administering the Govern- 
ment, shall forthwith commission, under the great seal of the 
State. to represent the State in the House of Representatives of 
the Congress ef the United States. x 

The laws of this State further provide: 

That if the certified lists of votes given for Representatives of 
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this State in the Congress of the United States, shall not be re- >. 


ceived {rom the clerks of any of the counties of this State, by 
the Governor, or person administering the Government, within 
seven days afier the day prescribed by law for the casting up of 
the votes, making a list thereof, and certifying the same, by the 
clerks of the respective counties in this State, it shall be the du- 
ty of the Governor forthwith to send express to the county or 
counties from which such certified lists of votes have not 
been received, and procure the same at the expense of the 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us inquire whether the 
persons who were commissione! by the Governor, 
were “chosen by the people” of New Jersey. That 
being done, it can readi'y be decided whether ‘the 
complaint shou!d be against us, or against the Go- 
vernor of that State, for not having on this floor a 
representaticn equal to hercors'itutonal right. We 
contend that a return, un'ess it be founded on an 
election by the people, is not sufficient to eatitle 
persons to occupy seats in this House as the Re- 
presenta'ives of the people—that the returning offi- 
cer of an election is nothing more than the instru- 
ment cf the law, cr the organ through which is con- 
veyed to vs the names of the chosen agents—that 
votes are better evidence of the pepalar will than 
returns, when the polls are introduced to falsify 
and invalidate the returns—that as one party came 
with the commis-ions, and the other with the facts 
of the case, and said to us, “judge of the elections 
and returns,” it was our duty todo so. And hence 
it was, that we t: ld them to stand aside until there 
could be an examination into the matier. 

In committee, Mr. Speaker,we have had a most 
laborious t me of it—not to settle the real issue, 
but to sustain a new issue; not to determine wh'ch 
party received the greatest number of votes, but to 
devise the p'an by which the returning officer cou'd 
be protected from exposure. The “broad seal” 
men found they held only the shadow of a claim; 
that the evidence proved they had been appointed 
by the Gove nor—not elected by the people—and 
although we had, in the first instance, committed, 
in the estimation of those men, such a “palpable 
cutrage on a sovereign State,” they have shrunk from 


the ground first occupi-d, and resorted to a scheme -> 


that was not heard of till last November, some 
thirleen or fourteen months after the election. 

Sir, the member from Connect cut [Mr. Smita] 
complains heavily of the amendment prceposed by 
the gentleman fiom Tennessee, [Mr. J HNsoN,] 
which reqnires that the c mmi'tee shall report 
forihwith which of the five persons received the 
greatest number of votes from the whole Siate. 
Why so much vehemence? Why resist the in- 
struction with so much feeling, when he knows 
there is no dispute now about that fact; and the 
chairman, in whom he has to much confi-‘ence, 
has told the House that that duty can be perform- 
ed in two hours? Is it because he is unwilling 
that the facts of the case shal be published to en- 
able the community to see where the corrupticn 
lies? Dors he desire that the various Legisia‘ures 
to which the New Jersey reso'utions have been 
sent, shall act in the dark, when, by reporting and 
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printing, they will have light? So far from com- 
plaining myself, as a member of the committee, I 
rejoice at il, give the gentleman my thanks, and 
hope the House will adc pt his amendment. 

Frint the papers, Mr. Speaker, and you will see 
that, by the agency of two Whig clerks, the votes 
polled in two townships were suppressed, in viola- 
tion of the law [have quoted. Print ‘them, and 
you will find the returns made by the township of- 
ficers were filed in the offices of the e Whg clerks, 
and that,tpey had the humiliating duty to perform 
ef giving cert fied copies of them to the persons 
injured by the suppression. Print them, and it 
will be seen that the Governor knew, when he 
counted the votes, those cast at Millville and South 
Amboy had not been returned, and yet he would 
not “send express for them.” Print them, and it will 
appear that, as these Whig clerks would not send 
them, the township officers sent them, anda portion 
of his council! insisted en their being coun'ed—but 
all ia vain. Yes, Mr. Speaker, adopt the amend- 
ment we are con:iJering, and you will soon see, by 
examining other townships returns, that, if Whig 
majorities had been given at Millville and South 
Amboy, they wou'd never have been suppressed. 
Adopt it, and every one who is not wilfu'ly b'ind 
must come to the conclusion that the Governor 
commissioned five persons, when he knew that five 
others had recei.ed a majority of ihe whole num- 
ber of votes cast in the election. 

I have, Mr. Speaker, many reasons for desiring 
speedy action on this subj-ct, and a few more of 
them [ will present to the House. Among other 
things, it has bren said by the “broad seai” men, 
or appointees of this immaculate Governor, that by 
our act “we disgraced the h.stery of a regular re- 
presentative Government.” This is said by men, 
too, who never had the audacity to deny the fact 
that ether persons got a maj rity of all the vo'es 
cast in the election, and when—so conscious were 
they that they could not retain their seats—they had 
proposed to the adverse party that all of them 
should resign their respec'ive rights to seats, and 
have a new election. Now, do you think, Mr. 
Speaker, that they were of opinion they could re- 
tain their seats, except by a “lawless and revolution- 
ary power?’ No; never would they have made 
such a prop¢sition, bot for their looking on it as 
a hope’ess claim. Let the repoit come in, sir, I 
beseech the House, and have the corruption ex- 
posed to the world. 

I am unwilling, for another reason, that this ivi- 
quitous conduct to which I have-alluded shall re- 
main locked up in the comm ttre room till the 2nd 
Monday in April. When this outrage was first 
perpetrated on the people of New Jersey, the Go- 
vernor said it was not in his power to repair the 
injury done by the two clerks of whom I have spc- 
ken; but it was the duty of the House of Represen- 
tatives, and he hoped it would exercise its right of 
jadging of the “eleciion and returns,” and do am- 
pie justice to the parties. We took on ourselves 
the discharge of this cons! tutional duty, as we 
were bound to do, and pray what dces the usurper 
say now? In the most imperious manner, he says: 
“wheher my decision in granting ihe certificates 
was right or wrong, Congress, at all events, is 
bound to recrive the credentials thus furnished, as 
the mandate of the State,” d&c. And his arrogance did 
not stop here; he was not content with saying this 
to the Legislature of h's own S ate, but advises an 
appeal to the several S-ates to enter their solemn 
protest against the usurped powers of Congress. 
Sir, the boldness of the man is equalled only by the 
enormity of the crime he has perpetrated. Not 
only has he undertaken to abuse us for keeping his 
Whig friends cut of their seats, but has assailed, in 
a most wanton manner, the Secretary of his State— 
and fcr whai? Because, when called on by the per- 
sons who were elected by the peop'e, for a copy of 
the papers that were before the Governor and on 
file in his office, he had the honesty to furnish them. 
Ir he had had an “approving conscience”—if he 
had supp=sed the facts of the case justified the re- 
‘urn he made, is it possible that he could have de- 
sired a suppression of the facts on which he came 
to his corclusion? Never. He knew he had re- 
turned men—not because they had been elected, but 
because they were Whigs. 
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Again: the Governor and his appointees say, it 
was “for party purp-ses” they were kept eut of 
their seats; and that charge, of itself, independently 
of all oth:r considerations, would ceuse me to be 
anxious to have the papers printed, that the com- 
munity may judge whether it was not the wish of 
one party to preserve the purity of elections, and 
of the other to invade the represeatative principle 
of our Government. ; 

One party believe the peeple to be capable of 
self-government, and that it is the duty of this 
House to protect them in the exercise of that right, 
against invasion, from whatever quarter it may 
come. The other, however, disregarding the popu- 
lar will, are willing to receive, as members on this 
floor, persons as Representatives when they know 
they have not been elected. One of these parties 
ask: for light, with a view to a correct decision— . 
the other prefers to give judgment in the dark. 
Yes, Mr. Speaker, party commenced this thing, 
and party must end it. Republicans elected Re- 
presentatives, and a Whig Governor refused to 
commission them. In that situation the question 
reached us, and if there be more members in this 
House who are disposed to be governed by the 
Constitution and laws, than there are of those who 
disregard every moral, civil, and political restraint, 
New Jersey will soon have on this floor men who 
were “chosen by the people.” 

Sir, I have witnessed, wi h some degree of mor- 
tfi:ation, the political aspect of this question, not 
only in New Jersey and in this House, but in my 
native Sta‘e. You have noticed, no doubt, that 
our Whig Governor, st the request of the Go- 
vernor of New Jersey, has submitted the case to 
the Whig branch of our Legislature, with a re- 


quest that condemnation may be passed on us. | 


And pray, sir, what was the fate of a proposition 


of one of our friends, who desired to act under- . 


standingly on the subject, and, with that view, 
moved a call on the Guvernor of New Jersey for 
copies of all the papers that were before him and 
his Council at the time he made the re'urn? Not 
one Whig, I believe, in that body, voted with him, 
although anxious, no doubt, to pass jadgment on 
us for exc'uding both sets of claimants till the com- 
mittee cou'd examine into the truth of the case. 

[Here Mr. Ranporen, the only member on the 
floor from New Jersey, enquired of Mr. Rives 
whether a portion of the Administration party did 
not also vote against the resolution in his State Le- 
gisla‘are.] ; 

Yes, said Mr Rives, some of them did vote 
against the resolation, believing, as they did, it was 
a subject with which they had no right to interfere, 
the Hvuse of Representatives being the judge, un- 
der the Constitution of the United States; and not 
believing it possible that any Governor in this 
Union wou'd pay so little respect to the Constitu- 
tion, the laws, and his cath of office, as to commis- 
sion men to represent a State, when the people had 
not only not elected, but had, by a considerable 
majority, rejected them. 

And here permit meto say, Mr. Speaker, that this 
act of Governor Pennington inflicts an injury on 
the character of the office he fills, and is calcu- 
lated to lesen the confidence we have heretofore had 
in the acts of the Chief Executive officers of the 
States. We have been taught to give “fall faith 
and credit” to the public acts of officers thas highly 
promoted; but this usurpation of power will cause 
us hereafter to look with distrust on the official 
acts of these officers.. In this point of view, howe- 
ver much the lawless act we are discus:ing may 
be deprecated, may turn out to be serviceable, | 
as it is calculated to increase the vigilance of the | 
people, and arouse them to the maintenance of | 
their rights. It is, and has been for several years, 
tae pelicy of one party, (that which claims the 
right of the Governor to appoint members of Con- 
gress,) to mystify and mislead the public mind. 
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has been an enemy in disguise for more than two 
years, has at length the manliness to come out in 
the open field and rank himself with the enemy of 
popularrghts. He, too, has joined in the tirade 
against us for undertaking to protect the people in 


| their representative rights; and as he was once the 
: favorite son of Virginia, and may yet have some 
; influence, I am anxious to disarm him, by a publi- 
: cation of the facts connected with this great consti- 
; tutional question. 


He, just now, when the Whig 
convention is about to meet in Richmond to nomi- 
nate eleciors for President and Vice President, has 
drawn aside the veil, and after many other things, 
says: “When to these, and to other evidences of 
contemptuous disregard for the rights and dignity 
of the Slates, to which I have already referred, we 
add the bold act of party pewer, by which the Pre- 
sident’s friends in the other House of Congress did 
not hesi‘ate to disfranchise a sovereign State of the 
Union of her constitutional right of representation, 
in order to effect the election of a party Speaker—a 
disfianchisement which to this day is continued, 
and may be indefinitely prolonged—we may form 
some idea of the modesty, as well as justice, with 
which the President and his party have presumed 
to appropriate to themselves the name of State 
Rights Republicans.” 

Now, Mr. Speaker, although he has thus assail- 
ed our motives, and may thereby cause his new al- 
lies to see that be is trustworthy, it will not induce 
me to say what I think caused him, at this parti- 
cular time, to lay aside his previous “delicacy,” 
and become the champion of “executive supremacy,” 
against law, Const:tution, and the sovereign will of 


In this they frequently sac-eed for a while; but give 
the people time—give ‘hem !ight—and they invari- 
ably get righ’ “in the long run.” 

I at anxivus, ‘or another reason, that a Te- 
port shali be made forthwith, as is proposed by the 
amendment, and tbar the evidence shall be sp-edily 
printed. I: is th s: ad s'ingaishad citizen of Virginia 
~] mean the head of “the armed neutral purty,” who 


a majority of the people of a State. His abandon- 


|; ment of principles we thought le once possessed, 
and joining the Harrison pariy, will not induce me | 
|; to say more, than that, when he sees the evidence, 


it is to be hoped his good sense wiil induce him to 
recant whit he has said on this subject. For he 
cannot, will not, adhere to the odious doctrine now 
for the first time introduced into this coaniry,that the 
House of Representatives has not aright to “judge of 
the elections, returns, and qualificat.ons of its cwn 
members.” His new born zeal has made him leap 
in the dark inh s transformation from a “‘no party” ‘0 
a “party man,” and has caused him to forget in 
what “the sovereigaty of a State” consists. He 
and I, Mr. Speaker, on a memorabe occasion, 
when it was thought the Union was in danger— 
when so much was said about sovereignty, thought 
alike—“that sovereignty was in the people of the re- 
spective States.” But how is it now? Jathere to 
ihat doctrine, and he believes, with his new allies, 
that the sovereignty of New Jersey is in the ‘broad 
seai” of Governor Penning’ on—that the sovereign- 
ty of the State is the will of one man, and not the 
will of the people. 

We have been charged in various directions 
with having d'sfranchised a State, and cur acts are 
nullities in the estimation of the madcaps who are 
writhing under the apprehension that justice is 
likely to be done to the people whose rights have 
been thus outrage}. - 

Yes, Mr. Speaker, in our anxiety to keep onr- 
selves above suspicion, and to do nothing that 
could seem to operate injuriously on either party, 
we did do wrong, and Iam anxious to repair the 
injnry without delay. Our error was this: being 
to'd that certain men had been elected by receiv- 
inz 4 majority of vectes, and the fact not teing dis- 
pated by the adverse party, we ousht forthwith to 
have disregarded the fraudulent returns, and have 
given the scats tothe people’s chosen representa- 
tives. Let mebeg of the House to direct a report 
to be brought in—see the evidence—ect on it, and 
give the seats to the true and lawful represen'a- 
tives. Do this—promalge the facts—expose the 
nsurper—save the Conslitution—quiet the people— 
and stand justified before all the friends of a re- 
presentative Government. Re 

Sir, connive at conduct like this, and the con- 
sequences will be direful indeed! Sanction con- 
dact like this, and you will be justly chargeable 
with recreancy to the most sacred principle on 
which this Government resis. Approve this act 
of which I am complaining, and you withdraw 
from New Jersey the guarantee that she shall te 
secured in “a Republican form of Government.” 
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Let this act go uncondemned, and you will have 


‘ailed to protect this much injured people “against, 


invasion” of their rights. Sanction this proceed- 
ing, and you do not protect the people of that 
Siate “against domestic violence.” Check this thing, 
Mr. Speaker, or ycu will see, before many years, 
civil wars in the place of peace and quietude, ani 
mobs regulating the affairs of the nation. But let us 
abandon for a while these melancholy forbodings, 
and consider the subject in another aspect. 

The gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Smits] 
has labored with a zeal worthy of a better cause, 
to prevent any report from the committee before 
the second Monday in April next, at which time 
the parties are to return with the evidence they 
are now collecting. I beg to remind him that 
the evidence they are procuring will not affect 
the prescnt question; that will be confined to the 
ultimat? right. The evidence is complete as to the 
question who received a majority of votes, and 
that fact only is contemplated to be reached by the 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
{Mr. Junnson ] They are separate questions, and 
I hope they wi:l not be biended; for if the persons 
who were commissioned by the Governer received 
a majority of votes, they were properly re- 
turned, and ought to be occupying their seats. 

If, however, they dii not, they were illezally re- 
turned, and the others ought te have the seats. 
The Governor of New Jersey has appealed to 
the various Legislatures to sustain him in the 
return he made, and we desire to show that his 
right to commission did not authorize him to do 
so without the happening of something which the 
evidence proved did not occur. Bear in mind 
the argument (if argoment it may be called) 
of the member fiom Connecticut. He says it 
would be gross injustice to the parties, for us 
to do any thing in their absence, as they left here 
under a belief that there would be no action 
on the subject before their return. A complaint 
of this soit, the gentlemen ought to know, can- 
not be found-d on the facis of the case. For 
the committee, to prevent sacha conclusion, adop'ed 
a reso'ation in which it is stated, “Nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to prevent the com- 
mittee from makisg a preliminary report at any 
stage of iis proceedings” But suppose what the 
member has assumed as true, had in realiiy been 
so, his remarks about “breach of faith,” would 
not apply to me; for I wish it distinctly under- 
stood that we (the Republican members of the 
committee) made ineffec'val resistance to the 
mea-ure, on the ground that the committee had no 
righ:, under the authority given us by the House 
“to send for persons and papers,” to send the 
parties home to take depesitinns; and it was my 
opinion, from the commenc: ment of the investiga- 
tion, that there wzs no law in New Jersey under 
which evidence could be taken to prove that iilegal 
votes had been cast in the election. All that New 
Jersey had done to pro‘ect the ballot box-s against 
bad votes, waa to s'ate the necessary qualifications 
of vcters, and to inpose on her sworn election 
officers penalties, if they received illegal votes. 


My doctrine is, that, whilst in all e'ections of - 


member of Congres:—wheiher ‘he voting be viva 
voce, or by ballot, some will be given in that are 
not legal, they mus' be considered liwful, un- 
til they are proved to be iJ'ezal voes. In the one 
mode of voting, there is but litle difficuly in prov- 
ing votes to be spurious; bot where the Jaws re- 
quire, as is the case in New Jersey, that the secret 
baliot shal! be used, and a fine cf twenty dollars 
can be recovered of a person who attempts to 


voie without a right to do so, it must be excee finaly . 


d.ffi ult to introduce pos'tive evidence to establish 
for whom a man may have cast h's vete. 

Sir, I agree with my colleague, [Mr. Borts,] 
who, I regr t to perceive, is net.in his seat, “that 
the people of New Jersey have never contemplated 
such a thing.” “In that State, (said h^, on 7 
former occasion,) they vote by general ticket, an 
by ballot; and the idea of canvassing a whole re 
tire State, and taking testimony in every part ot I, 
i i entered their mines 
in a d:sputed election, never entei Whilst, Mr 
as being reasonable. or _probabie.” - et : 
Speaker, I agree with the genileman in Sa n ha 
insist cn goag further back in the inquiry than hs 
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thought, at the time alluded to, we had a right to 
do. He said: “l say there is no contest he:e, and 
never can be one; the case has been finally and 
conclusively settled in the State of New Jersey. 
This is a question to which the principle of res ju- 
diceta strictly applies; and there is no appeal from 
it, simply because there is no law on éarth applica- 
bie to the subject, either State or Federal.” 

Sir, there is a law in that State which required 
that an election should be held on the 9th and 
10:h days of October, 1838; and the election was 
accordingly held. There is a law which requires 
that township officers, after having received the 
votes, shall make aretura of them to the county 
clerks; and they did so. There is a law which 
makes it te duty of the county clerxs to sum up 
all ihe votes returned tohim fiom the township 
officers, and send a general list of them to the Go- 
vernor of the State; and all except two cid their 
daty. There isa law which req: ires the Governor 
to count the votes, and to commission the persons 
who may have received the greatest number of 
votes from the whole State, and the failure of the 
Governor to co so has produced a “.ontested elec- 
tiun;” and, as the persons who received a majority 
of votes could not get their ecmmissions in New 
Jersey, they have come to the constitutional judges 
to get their seats. Tne difference between my col- 
leagae’s position and my own is this: He thinks, 
or rather once thought, we could not go legal'y be- 
bind the returos. I think it proper that we should 
go back te the elections, and that we dre bound to 
judge of the “elections,” that we may determine 
on the correctness of the “returns;” for, to say “that 
there is no appeal from the decision of th» Go- 
vernor, is the ductrine that the “Kirg can do no 
wrong.” Ia opposition to that, we say “election” 
first, and then the “return.” 

It gives me pleasure, Mr. Speaker, to allude to 
another remark made by my colleague, and give it 
my most hearty concurrence. After speaking of 
the situation of New Jersey, relative to her elec- 
tion laws, he says: 

But it happens, in this case, that there is no law upon the 
subject of contested elections, or, at least, was not at the time 
ofthis election, nor was there one for six months after; and 


that surely cannot apply to this case, it being, in the first place, 
an ex post facto law. 


With a knowledge of this fact, I did not consi- 
der evidence that had been taken ‘under it 
legal evidenc>, nor dd I think the committee 
had power to order the taking of any under it. 
Consequently, I was cpposed to send.ng the pariies 
home fer the purpose, and then voted against that 
measure. But the majority of the committee 
overruled us, and notonly authcrized that evidence 
should be taken under that law, but directed them 
to take it under a law which was about to be pass- 
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Governor of Virginia; and I now propose to take 
further notice of him. The gentleman from Con- 
necticut, to prove the revolutionary character of 
our conduct, has quoted from Governor Camp- 
bell’s message to the Legislature of Virginia, and 
says it is unanswerable. Now, as he was of the 
“armed neutral party,” and has also joined the Har- 
rison party in the clamor against the right of the 
people to eleet their Representatives, and looks on 
tae act of the House of Representatives as an im- 
proper interference with the “sovereignty” of the 
“broad seal,” I beg leave to comment un the para- 
graph alluded to. It is this, if I am not mis- 
taken: 


Should the practice obtain in the Congress of the United 
States, of which thie case is believed to be the first example, of 
one portion of the members returned according to the laws of 
their State, undertaking to exclude other portions of members 
having similar and legal authentications of their membership 
from a participation in the organization of the House and the 
election of ita officers, and from holding their seats until an ad- 
versary claim to them shall have been regularly adjudicated, ¿ł 
is obvious to perceive that such a course has no limit or prin- 
ciple but force, and must ullimately result in revolu.ionary 
violence. 


This shows you the difficulties into which men 


| get themselves by obtruding their opinions on the 


ed by the Legislature to enable their brother Whigs | 


to get into the ballot boxes. 


Mr, Speaker, I must notice one other portion of 
the’speech of the member from Connecticut, that 


you may see the kind of scraps of which it is made. " 


Recollect, the greater part of it was against any ac- 
tion untl the month of Apri’; and it would be most 
terrible treatment to give any one seats from New 
Jersey at this time. But before he closed, he 
said: z 
Upon what principle did our fathers fight out the battles of 
the Revolution? They would not suffer their money to be taken 
from them by an Assembly in which they were not represented. 
F insist that if y uattempito take a dollar of the money of the 
ple of New Jersey, they have a right to resist the imposition 
upon the fields of Trenjon, Princeton, and Monmouth. 

Now, rir, what is the amount of this? You must 
not give New Jersey her representation before the 
month of April next; and, in the mean time, if you 
appropriate any money, the p ople of that State 
“have a right to resist the imposition upon the 
fields of Trenton, Princeton, and Monmouth.” This 
is traly sublime; to see the Governor with his 
minority at “Trenton, P,inceton, and Monmouth,” 
fightirg as here, would indeed be a fanciful scene 
I presume, however, the gentleman had prepared a 
speech which he ex pected to deliver before the sub- 
ject was refirred to the committee; and that idea 
having occured to him then as excellent, he con- 
cluded to-day it ought not to be lost, and has made 
a flourish of it, without regard to its applica- 
bility. 

Mr, Speaker, I have heretofore adverted to the 


public without knowing any thing about the sub- 
jects they discuss. ` I say this, because the Gover- 
nor either knows nothing of the merits of this con- 
troversy, or he has commit‘ed the offence of wilful 
misrepresentation. Not knowing the facts, he had 
to assume what was false to get to his conclusion in 
sipport of Governor Pennington. He expresses 
himself in such a way as to create the bel.ef that 
persons “were legally returned,” when, in fact, they 
were illegally returned. If persons had been return- 
ed who were elected, there would rot have been 
any contes: before Congress. The returus, howev- 
er, not being founde! on the elec ion, but against 
the election, they are considered by us as nullities, 
and on that point only the entire merits of the 
que-tion are to turn. It istrue, this is the first cas? of 
the kind that has occurred in this country where the 
people of a State have been deprivea of their repre- 
sentation by their own Governor—and as our Go- 
vernor very jusily says, “it is obvious to perceive tha’ 
such a course has no limit or principle but force, and 
must ultimately result in revolutionary violence.” 

The sin we have committed is of a most “ damn- 
ing character,” and is calcn'ated to produce “* re- 
volution.” And, pray, what terrible act is it that 
is to produce the revolution spoken of? I must 
tell you, Mr. Speaker. Five Whigs were sent 
here to aid in electing a Speaker, a Clerk, and a 
Printer, and we wouid not let them do it. Because 
we were prompt in the discharge of our duty, and 
would not suffer them to to do any mischief, we are 
denounced by the Whig party in every portion of 
the Union. Till now, returns have not been looke] 
cnas very essential—election_ was the thing to con- 
trol; bug ncw we are told that even the sovereignty 
of a State is in the return—election is nothing. Mr. 
Speaker, let me ask you how you got into this 
House as a member? Was it by virtue of the 
return of our Governor, or by virtue of your elec- 
tion by the people? I, perhaps, know more on 
that subject than you are aware of ; for I went to 
the Clerk’s office the other day to see whether the 
“broad seal” of Virginia had been sent on, that it 
might be known that we were members of Con- 
gress; but it was not there, and we are in a peri- 
lous situation, in consequence of it; as we are rest- 
ing on authority that is repud ated as being too old 
fashioned for the times. I hate to alarm any one, 
sir, but it is my duty to toll you, that you, myself, 
and eighteen of our colleagues, are here with no 
better evidence of rights to seats than VroM, 
Dickerson, and Co. have, fcr we are resting not 
on “ broad seals,” but on the poll books. 

Before I dismiss our Governor, I desire to put a 
few cases to him to show the alarming tendency of 
his doctrine. In November next the great contest 
closes, and the commissioni rs of the respective 
counties, who may have been appvinted by his 
Excellency in each of ihe counties of the State, to 
conduct the elec‘ion of “electors of President and 
Vice President,” shall, “ within two days after the 
polls shall be closed, asc2itain the number of votes 


given for each pe.son, who shall be voted. for as. 


an elector.” 
This is the law, and they comply with it. 
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The said commissioners shall, within three days after closing 
the polls, as aforesaid, make out three copies ofa retura ina 
certain form. : 

That is the Jaw, and they do it. 

Which returns shall be sealed and subscribed by the commis- 
sioners holding the election. One of the said returns shall be 
delivered to some person among the twenty three, who shall 
have therein the greatest number of votes; another shall be 
filed in the clerk’s office of the county electing; and the third 
shal! be transmitted to the Governor and Council; all of which 
shal] be done within fifteen days after the same shall be made 
out; and the Governor and Council shall proceed to ascertain 
from the said returns the twenty-three persons having the 
greatest number of votes throughout the State, and to advertise 
their names in such gazettesas they may think proper. 


I wi-h it borne in mind, ‘ that advertising their 
names in such gazeltes as they may think proper,” 
is “the broad seal;” and that the commissioners 
do “transmit to the Governor and Council” the 
returns. Now let me ask the Governor whether 
he would count all the votes, or would he presume 
some of them illegal, and refuse to count them? 
Would he, ifioformed by a political friend, that 
some “aliens” had voted in certain ccuntics, 
reject all the votes polled in those counties? 
Would he, if certain commissioners were to 
refuse to send to him the returns from certain 
counties, and the clerks of those counties were 
to send gto him certified copies of the returns 
made to their offices, showing the number of 
votes cast therein, refuse to count them? 
Would he, if the commissioners of certain coun- 
ties refused to send the returns, and the clerks of 
those counties sent to him, properly authenticated, 
copies of the reiurns made to them by such com- 
missioners, and that some one of the twenty-three 
persons who had received therein the greaiest num- 
ber of votes also presented his returus, showing 
they agreed with those sent by the clerks, refuse 
to count them? Would he, if there were a law 
requiring him “to send express,” in the event of 
the failure of any of said cummissiorers to return 
all the votes cast in their counties, refuse to do so? 
Would he, because he desires the election of a 
Federalist in preference to a Republican, issue his 
proclamation declaring Federalists elected, when 
he knew that Republicans had received “ihe great- 
est numb-r of voies throughout the Siate?” If he 
answers in one way, he ought to support the Go- 
vernor of New Jersey; but if he answers the other 
way, he ought to sustain us, For J can assure our 
Governor, that if the Chief Executive officer of 
Virginia were to comm'ssion persons to vote for 
Harrison, when the people had ch sea Van Buren 
men, hisright to use the great seal would not pro- 
tect him. He would have to make his “tracks 
very thin” to avoid the wrath of a people “who 
know their rights, and knowing, dare maintain 
them.” They claim to possess the sovereignty of 
that State; and this new fashioned doctrine; in a 
representative Government, that the “King can do . 
no wrong,” will make them ‘buckle on their ar- 
mor, and rise in the majesty of their streng'h.” 

Sir, if a Governor be permitted, with impunity, 
to do as Governor Pennington has done iu the Cone 
gressional election, the same game will be played 
in Presidential elections, And it so happens that, 
in the State of New Jersey, ihe election of Eleetors 
of President and Vice President takes p!ace at the 
times and places of holding elections of mem- 
bers of Congress, every fourth year. In No- 
vember next, they come on at the same times 
and places, with the same office s to conduct the 
elections, and the same voters to ch ose “Electors,” 
in the one case, and members of Congress, in the 
other. . 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me call your attention 
more particularly to the dangers of this doctrine, 
advocated by the Federal party, than I have hereto- 
fore done. 

The party of which I speak, you know, sustain 
the Governor, and thereby say he is not bound to 
count all the votes in a Congressional eiection. 
We deny that, and claim to be “judges of the elec- 
tions, returns, and qualifications” of iis members. 
In this cae, there is a tribunal to which the peop'e 
can and have appealed, to recover their right to re- 
presentation in this body. If you sanction the 
doctrine iavthis case, you must sanction it in the 
elect on of Electors of President and Vice Prest. 
dent; for votes that ought not to be counted for 
e ER ought noi to be counted for the Pre- 
sident, 
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Suppose, then, at the coming election in tiat 
Baie, enough of the township returns should be 
suppressed to defeat the popular will in the Presi- 
dential election. Iu that case, there weuld be no 
constitutional tribunal for them to appeal to fora 
redress of the giievance; and then would come 
the “tag of war,” the worst sort of war—a civil 
war. Yes, Mr. Speaker, there would be battles 
wore dreacful than those of “Trenton, Prince- 
toa, and Monmouth,” daring our struggle for 
independence against a foreign foe. 

To prevent such a state of things from occurring 
in this country; I beseech the House to quiet the 

le of New Jersey by acting forthwith; for, up 

to this time, they have acted with great forbearance 

—wishing the judges, the consti‘utional judges, 

quielly to settle the controversy. Refuse to do it— 

refuse to condemn the usurper—and you enrage an 

already excited people, and thereby endanger the 

safety of the Governor himself. Deo it, and you 

. defend the Constitution, check usurpation, quiet 

dissensions, and protect your consciences against 
self reproach. 

Sir, it may te thought that I show too much 
feeling on this subject. I do feel, aad feel sensi- 
bly, the s'ab that has been aimed at the /iving— 
yes, the vitel—principle, by which alone can be 
kept alive a Representative Government. It is, I 

, a proper feeling that animates me; that 
which shoald be felt by every American citizen 
who has any regard for a Republican Government. 
It the Governor of New Jersey had sent men here 


who had not been candidates, who had not been | 
voted for at all by the people, the act would have | 


been much more sufferabie than sending the per- 
sons he did. The persons he sent were candidates; 
they were rejected by the people, and the Gover- 
nor knew it. If he had sent individuals who had 


not been voted for at ail, the ingenuity of man is || 


euch that some defence might have been attempted. 
Tn the case that did occur, the evidence is po-itive 
that the people did not only not choose, bat abso- 
lutely rejected them; and none but the most reek- 
less partisans will even talk about its propriety. 
If, however, he had sent men withont being voted 
for, his friends could have had a presumption to 
stand on. They could have said they were very 
Suitable, being talented, &c. and that, if they had 
been candidates, would certaitily have been elected, 
I hesitate not to say, that I would much sooner 
attempt to sustain him in the supposed case than in 
the one that is now disturbing this whole nation. 


Sir, this subject increases in importance as you be- | 


come acquainted with the circumstances attending 

it; and tyrants have irembied on their thrones for 

crimes far iess offensive than this act of Governor 
enaington. 


Mr. Speaker, we ought to act, and that, too, | 


without delay; for it has been said, out of this 
House and in it, that we cannot bind the people by 
acis that may pass during the disfranchisement of 
New Jersey; and it has also been said here, by how 
many I do not know, but I recollec: the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] and my 
Colleague, (Mr. Wisz,] that your election took 
place, when we bad noright to elect. I differ with 
such as entertain these opinions; but to remove all 
difficulties, let New Jersey be no longer disfran- 
chised, have the seats occupied, and then if gentie- 
men choose, we will elect a Speaker, and pass con- 
stitutional laws ; 
Mr. Speaker, this is not only a legal, but a 
great constitutional question we are called on to 
adjudicate, and I regret my inability to do justice 
to it; and although Í would like to say more, I 
feel it my duty wo refrain from it, as there are 
many others who wish to follow me. But before 
I conclude, I will make an appeal tothe party in 
this House to which I am politically opposed. 
Now, I beg you, I implore you, for the sake of 
our common country, the Constitution and union 
of the States; for the sake of the laws, the purity: 
of elections, and harmony of our constituents; for 
the sake of justice, peace, and quietude, give'to 
New Jersey her “chosen” representation. Do 
that—rebuke the usurper, and let it be seen that 
Pa@iotism rides over ihe will one man, in this 
hall, and we shall have nothing to fear from inter- 
hel eommstions. But if you suffer yourselves to be 


led by your party predilections in performing the 
duty of judges, and will not suffer persons who are 
“ duly chosen by the people,” to take their seats, 
scenes will occur that will be deprecated by every 
patriot of the land. Americans are sensitive on 
this vitally important question; and from what 


|; occurred at Harrisburg, you may form some idea 


of the length to which they go in defence of a right 
that i; “ inestimab'e to them, and hateful to tyrants 


_ only.” 


` on this floor. 


And before I sit down, I must address myself to 
the party wuh which I act—the Republicans of this 
House—and remind them, that we alone are charged 
with having deprived New Jersey of her just weight 
It is true we have been tardy, but 
the evidence will show the falsehood of the charge; 
and it is our daty to renew our exertions to get it 
printed. Ibeg of you, then, to be at your posts, 
and if I had not spoken, would desire you never to 
leave your seats without requiring the committee to 
report. Bat as it is, I intreat you to come here in 
the morning, resolved never to sleep before the pro- 
posed instructions are given; for this is a case more 
singular in its character than any that has hereto- 
fore been exhibited in the anna's of our country. It 
is a case in which injustice has been done to a ma- 
jority, and we alone can settle the matter in a peace- 
ful mode. Be assured, if we do not, andina 
shoit time too, violence and disorder may be the 
consequence; for, unless the stock has greatly de- 
generated since the Revolution, Jerseymen are of 
such siuff, that “creeds, tests, and anathemas, might 
be tried ; stripes, fetters, and dungeons, might do 
their best; racks, flames, and gibbets, might exhaust 
all their powers;” and every effort to deprive them 
of their right to “elect,” would end in miserable 
disappointment.: 


SPEECH OF MR. LUMPKIN, 
OF GEORGIA. 
In Senate, Thursday, March 19, 1840—In Execu- 
tive ses-ion, on the trekty withthe New York 
Indians. 


Mr. Sevier (chairman $f th Committee on In- 
dian Affairs) having made # report and speech 
agaiost the ratification of? t 

Mr. LUMPKIN rose ang said: 5 

Mr. Paesipent: In risingfto advocate this treaty, 
and desiring, as I do, to reveise the report of the 
Commi tee on Indian Affairs, I am duly sensible 
of the magnitude and responsibility of my under- 
taking. The admitied ability, and great ingenuity, 
wita which the chairman of the cemmitiee [Mr. 
Sevier] has sustained his report in opposi'ion to 
the treaty, and the indications of approbation 
manife>ted by Senators in every part of this cham- 
ber, to the speech and. views ‘submitted by the 
chairman, is well calculated to make me feel the 
full force of my position. Yes, sir, my. pcsition 
appears to be that of leading on a forlorn hope. 
But, sir, a sense of duly urges me on tothe con'est; 
and nothing less than my taking thelead will satisfy 
my friends in the Senate, who concur with me on 
this subject. = 

As a member of the Committee on Indian Affairs 
at the last session of Congres, (heavy as the task 
was,) I had examined this subject in all its pa. ts 
and bearings, so far, at least, as I was capable of 
of investigating a subject so complex and difficut 
to be comprehended. At the present session I had 
not supposed it necessary to enter upon an entire 
reinvestigation of the subject, not deeming it ne- 
cessary to go further back than to the actien of the 
Senate on the subject at its lastsession. The Se- 
nate thea expressed its sanction of this treaty, with 
the single proviso, that the President of ihe United 
States should first be satisfied that the assent of Se- 
neca tribe of Indians had been given to the treaty, 
according to its true intentand meaning. And if 
we now sus'ain the views of the Senate, asexpre sed 
at its last session, our duty is narrowed down to the 
single question—has the assent of the Seneca chiefs 
to the treaty been thus obained or not? This, sir, 
is the true issue now before the Senate, and the 
friends of the treaty should not suffer themselves to 
be diverted trom that issue. 

.. But, sir, the chairman of the committee, [Mr. 
Seyire,} having occupied all the ground connected 


- Of the specific objec to 


sions of the: treaty are munificent and bcuntiful 


with this treaty, from the beginning, and especially 
every historical fact and circumstance connected 
with the subject, calculated’ to invalidate and bring 
it into disrepute, it therefore becomes the impera- 
tive duty of those who support the treaty, to travel 
over all the ground cccupied by the Senator. The 
Senator from New York, [Mr. Wricar,) having 
yesterday replied to that part of the chairman’s 
speech, in rererence to matters antecedent to the 
treaty of June 11, 1838, I do not deem it strictly 
necessary forme to go further back than the Pre- 
sident of the United States has cone in communi- 
cating the treaty to the Senate. It may, however, 
be proper to state, very briefly, how it happrifs that 
we have such a variety of par-ies in interest, con- 
nected with this treaty. Well, sir, as stated by the 
chairman of the committee, the States of Massa- 
chus-tis and New York, in the year 1786, in an ad- 
justment of their confi c'ing territorial claims, final- 
ly agreed that while New York should have the 
jurisdiction and government of a certain district of 
country, being, in part, the country embraced in the 
present treaty, Massachusetts should have the 
right to the soil, subject, however, to the occupant 
rights of the Indians then inhabiting the same. The 
pre-emptive right to these lands were sold by Mas- 
sachuseits to Robert Morris, of Philadelphia, on the 
11th of May, 1791, and are now represented by 
Ogden and Company of New York. This, sir, 
accounts for the agency of Massachusetts in con- 
nection with this teaty, and will cause me to be 
understood hereafter, when I speak of General 
Dearborn as the agent cf Massachusetts, superin- 
tending the negotiation of this treaty in eonnection 
with Mr. Gillett, who acted as commissioner of the 
United States in making the treaty. 

And now, sir, in the language of the President of 
the United States in communicating this treaty to 
the Senate, let me express my decided conviction, 
that the treaty will te alike beneficial to a'l 
the parties concerned; to the Indians, to the 
State in which the land is situated, and to 
the more general interest of the United States 
in consummating her policy in relation to In- 
dian affairs. Now, sir, if I can demonstrate 
that this treaty is beneficial, and a blessing to all 
the parties in interest, shall we still refuse to sanc- 
tion it? If I prove that its rejection will be highly 
detrimental to the best interest of the Indians, to 
the State of New York, and to the United States, 
shall we still refuse to ratify i? S:r, when I con- 
sider the moral degradation of these Indians, and 
reflect that they cannot escape from the destruc- 
tion attendant on their continuance i» their present 
abodes, I cannot estimate the value of immortal 
beings by dollars and cents. I cannot be altogether 
as strict in my inquiry in regard to the propriety of 
the Un'ted States incurring some expenditure, in 
an object so essential to the preserv tion of a rem- 
nan! of a once powerful race. 

The President of the United States informs you 
in his message, that this treaty presents the only 
prospect for the preservation of these people. He 
says: “Surrounded as they are, by all the infla- 
ences which work their destraciion, by temptation 
they cannot resist, and artifices they cannot coun» 
teract, they are rapidly declining,” and “that 
where they are they must soon become extinct.” 
And, sir, this statement of the President is fully 
sustained by both the Senators from New Yoik, 
as well as by General Dearborn and Mr, Gillett, 
and every other gentleman with whom I have con- 
versed, who is acquainted with the present and 
true condition of these people. And yet, sir, we 
find persons professing all that ‘is benevolent, 
pious, and good, who are unwilling to let these 
people go. This treaty is tru'y recommended by 
the liberality of its provisions tothe Indians | It 
gives them 1,824,000 aeres of land in the. Indian 
territory West, and the sum of $400,000 fer their 
removal and subsistence, for education and agri- 
cultural purposes, the erection of mills and other 
necessary buildings, and the prémotion of the me- 
chanic arts; besides some o.hvt minor, but ad- 
vantageous provisions. From the enumeration 

which this money is 
for me to remark here, 


ecific o i 
to be applied, it is PAPET that ‘while these provi- 


that I take. it for granted, 
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to the Indians, that the expenditure must te gra- 
dual, and therefore cannot burden the Treasury. 

It is beiieved, that ten thousand dollars will 
not be required from the Treasury in twelve 
months, to carry out the provisions of the treaty. 
A small sum only will te required at first, and will 
probably increase as the migration progresses. 

Ia exchange, th: Government obtains 435 000 
acres of the best lands near Green Bay, lying 
on Fox river,and ncar the best port in W iskon- 
sin. This land is said to be in demand, and 
disconnects the white settlements which ae al- 
ready made in that coun'ry. The public inte- 
rest wou'd be greatly promoted by the early set- 
tlement of this 435,000 acres of land, with a while 
popolation; and if it eould be brought into mar- 
ket, no doubt is entertained of its be ng readily 
sold and speedily seti!ed by an industrious and en- 
terpris:ng population, At the Government price, 
(and it is believei that most of it would sell 
for more,) it would not only reimburse the 

_ Treasury for the necessary appropriation to carry 
out the tr aty, but it would excced it by one hua- 
dred and fitty thousand dol'ars. Indeed, it is be- 
lieved that the demand upon the Treasury to 
carry cut this treaty, might be supplied from these 
lands. It bas been suggested by those opposed 
to the treaty that this land might be declared 
forfeited to the Government; but the supple- 
ment to the Menomonee treaty of 1831, gives no 


definite time fur is occupation, and the Presi- | 


dent has prescribed noae. Moreover, the New 
York Indians paid a large cons deration for 


these lands, by their treaties with the Menomo- | 
nees in 1821 and °22, which treaties were approved |, 
of by the President of the United States. Bat | 


their parchase from the Menomonees amounting to 
about 1,500,000 acres, in regard to its justice and 
policy, being called inio question, in the year 
1831, treaties were made for the purpo.e of 
reconciling all the conflicting claims, by which 
the United States acquired the territory in dis- 
pute, giving the New York Indans, however, 
500,000 ac:es of the dispu'ed land, and the Me- 
nomonees $20,000 tor their acyuescence—all of 
whch may be seen by reference to the treaty with 
the Menomonees of 1831. Under these circum- 
stances, the title of these Indians cannot be justly 
disturbed till another home is provided for them. 
And, sir, the tract of country set apart for the New 
York Indians, by this treaty, is not so serious a 
consideration to the Federal Government as gen- 
temen seem to contend. A territory west of the 
Mi-sissippi bas been procured, and secredly set 
apart by this Government, amply sufficient for the 
location of all the remnant tribes of Indians which 
may be found remaining in all the States and Ter- 
ritories of this Union. Itis the settled policy and 
wish of this Government thus to locate these In- 
dians. And, sir, if these poor, perishing people 
were entirely destitute of all the necessary means to 
contribute to their own comfort and se.tiement in 
the slightest degrec, the duty wouid become; in 
that case, the more imperative upon this Govern- 
ment io provide for them. 

This Government has assumed the parental, and 
guardian care of the aboriginal race, and its duty 
and honor reqnire that it stould at all times sand 
ready and piepared to render a satisfactory account 
ef iis stewardship to a civilized and Christian 
world. The wie and enlghteved policy of col- 
lecung, removing, and settling these remnant t: ides 
in permanent homes in the West, and thereby re- 
lieve the Siates altozether of this perplexing iocum- 
brance, and, at the same time, make a lasi, an 
honest effort, to save from extinction a remnant of 
the native race, has always had my warmest Stp- 
port and approbation. I have no claims to he 
honor cf originating this pian. No, sir; this was 
before I was on my present field of public labor. 
The plan was first brought to my special notice by 
observing its recommendation by Mr. Jefferson, 
and has since been recommended and sustained, 
more or les, by all his successors. Mr. Mour.e 
most earnestly recommended to Congress efficient 
aciion to carry out this plan of emigrating the In- 
dians from the States, and settling them perma- 
neatly in the West. The shen Secretary of War, 
Mr. Calhoun, sustained the views of the President 


in a very able report on the subject. Not being a 
member of Corgress at that time, (1825, 1 believe,) 
I was surprised that no member of Congress made 
a direct effort at legi lation-on the subject. - 

And in 1823, when a member of the other 
branch of Conaress, I dd not fail to bring the sub- 
ject, in a formal way, to the consideration of Con- 
gress. And, sir, it will continue to be a source: of 
gratificat on to me, that I was the first member of 
either branch of the American Congress, to urge 
this beneficent plan of salvation to the Indians, and 
relief to the States, upon the consideration of Cun- 
gress. Mr. President, you well remember the vic- 
lent opposition my first effort met with fiom va- 
rious quarters; but that effort has perseveringly 
been followed up, and io its progress constantly 
gained friends and support. The history of its 
progress and success is known to the S:nate and 
the country. And, sir, I consider it now, as I have 
done from the beginning, one of the most impor- 
tant mezsures connected with the history and cha- 
racter of our beloved country. Shall we then dally 
and falter, in the consummation of a policy which 
now, from experience, has forced itself upon tke 
approbation of the wise and the gond, not only of 
our country, but upon all who appreciate the 
blessings of civilizaticn in every land. 

Sir, we are Senators, representing the s-vereign 
States of this Union. Not only our own States in 
a special manner, but all the States. And the peo- 
ple of New York very properly frel a deep interest 
in this matter. And the Federal Government, by 
its own policy and action, has become so connected 
with this subject, that we cannot honorably, if so 
disposed, abandon the counection which the Go- 
vernment has by its acts assumed in relation to this 
matter. The views of the Government in relation 
ta these Indians have been too fully developed in 
various official ac s, and also in the legista‘ion of 
Congress, fir us, at this late day, to stand justified 
io assuming the ground that this affair all belongs 
to New York, and that this Government has #0 
concern in the issue now before us. 

Shortly after the close of the Revolutionary war, 
the Six Nations of Indians, of New Y rk, became 
convinced that the increase of the white set! l»ments 
around them would make it nece-sary for them to 


seeka new bone in the West; and, in council held’ 


by these people as early as 1810, they reso'ved, and 
did send a memorial to the President of the United 
States, inquiring whether the Government would 
con ent to ther leaving their habitations, and 
their removing into the neighborhood of their 
Westera brethren; and if they ,could procure a 
home there, by gift or purchase, whether the Go- 
verament would acknowledge their title to the 
lands so cbtained, in the same manner it had ac- 
knowledged it in those frem whom they might re- 
ceive it; and further, whether the existing treaties 
would, in such a caxe, remain in full force, and 
their annuities be paid as heretofore. The President 
answered by saying their request should be granted; 
aad under this approbation, the treaty of 1831, be- 
tween the New York and Menomonee Indians, ‘0 


which I have heretofore adverted, was ma le and - 


concluded. Under all these circumstances, is it 
not matter of surprise that any person who. pre- 
tends to be acquaint-d with the history of these 
transactions, should new rise up and say the Fede- 
ral Government has nothing to do with this matter; 
that it all belongs to New York and Massachu- 
setts? 

Sir, it has clearly and obviously become our le- 
gitimate duty to act in this matter; and, for one, I 
shall neilher waive my right, or shrink from my 
responsibility Does not the interest of New York 
require that we should act in this matter? The an- 
ewer is found in the folowing language from the 
President of the United States, in his mess-ge on 
this subject: . 

“The removal of the New York Indians is not 
only important to the tribes thems-lves, but to an 


interesting portionof western New York, and espe- 
of Buffalo, which is sur- 


cially to the growing city 
rounded by lands occupied by the Senecas; and to 
this portion of our ccuotry the extraoid:mary spec- 
tacle is presented, of densely populated and highly 
improved sett'ements, intabited by industrious, mo- 
ral, and respectable citizens, divided by a wilder- 


ness, on one side of which is a city of more than 
20,000 souls, whose advantageous position in every 
oiher respect, and great commercial prospects, 
would ensure its rapid increase in population and 
wealth, if not retarded by the circumstances of a 
naturally fertile district remaining a barren waste 
in its immediate vicinity.” 

And, sir, what does the President say in regard 
to those persons who are entitled to the reversion- 
ary right of these lands. His language is: “Neither 
does it appear just to those who are entitled to the 
tee simple of the land, and who bave paid a part 
of the purchase money, that they should suffer 
from the waste which is constantly committed 
upon their reversionary rights, and the great de- 
terioration of the Jand consequent upon such de- 
predations, without any corresponding alvantage 
to the Indian occupants.” In, and out of the Se- 
nate, I have found persons strongly opposed to this 
treaty, because they seem to think it confers special 
favors on the individuals known as the pre-emp- 


 tioners. These individuals seem to be viewed in 


the light of speculators, who are endeavoring to 
defraud the Indians out of their.lands. Now, sir, 
nothing, so far as I can discover, can be more un- 
just to these injured individuals The quotation which 
I have given from the President’s message, as well 
as the reports of General Dearborn and Mr. Gillet, 
United States Commissioner, together with all the 
miss of documentary evidence which we have 
printed on this subject: yes, sir, all go to establish 
the merit, good character, liberal conduct, and 
fair dealing of these pre-emptioners, and especially 
their agents, Messrs. Ogden, Fellows and Wads- 
worth. Gen. Dearborn says the gentlemen just 
named “have afforded me every facility for an 
agreeable and thorough discharge of my duties.” 
That these pre-emptive owners of the lands should 
be desirous to hasten the time of going into the 
possession of their just rights, is altogether natural, , 
right, and proper. They neither claim or desire 
any advantage which has not been fairly derived 
from the State of Massachusetts, and their good. 
conduct and fair dealing has obviously secured to 
them the respectful consideration of many of our 
most distinguished public men and citizens, as may 
be seen by a careful examination of the documents 
which accompany this treaty. It is true that I ecn- 
sider the interest of these individuals but a minor 
consideration in the objects of the treaty, yet itis 
an interest entit'ed to some consideration. 

To remove, however, unjust and improper pre- 
judices, growing out of a want of correct infor- 
mation, against these pre-emptive claimants, and 
consequently against this treaty, I will, contrary to 
what I had intended to say, on this branch of the 
subject, enter more fully upon an explanation of 
the nature and mer ts of the history of these pre- 
emptive claims. It will be found, sr, by examining 
the records and history of the proceedings of the 
Federal Government, that the conventicn held in 
1786, between New York: and Massachusetls, 
which resulted, as heretofore stated, in a cession to 
the last named State of the territory since called 
the Genesee country: the right and sovereignty of 
jurisdiction being reserved to New York, was held 
under the sanction of Congress; and, by the deed 
of. cession, Massachuceis is authorized to hold 
treaties with the native Indians, for the extinguish- 
ment of their title, and for this purpose to employ 
such armed force as shou'd be necessary; aiso, to 
grant the right cf pre-emption to others, with the 
hke powers, but under a provision that nurebases 
from the Indians, by the grantees of Massachu- 
set's, should be made in the presence of a superin- 
tendent, and subject to the approval of that State. 
And the lands embraced in the treaty ncw under 
consideration were conveyed by Massachusetts to 
Robert Morris, and by him to what was called the 
Holland Land Company. Under these cessions 
and conveyances, Morris extinguished the Indian 
claim to the greater part of the territory which he 
had purchased. In 1810, the Holland Land Com- 
pany sold and cenveyed all the lands now occup! 
by the Seneca and Tuscarora tribes, to David A. 
Ogden, who afterwards sold them to the preseat 
pre-emptive owners. In 1826, these owners exin- 
guished the Seneca claim to part of those lands, 
and to the residue they still hold a legal estate, ig 
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fee simple, subject only to the possessory right of 
the native Indians. l . 

For many years past, these claimants, or 
rather rightful owners of there lands, have been 
looking to this Government to carry out ils policy, 
in the removal of all the remnant tribes still je 
maining in the States, to the permanent home pro- 
vided for them in the West. And when, in the 
year 1837, a commissioner was appointed by the 
United States to hold a treaty with the New York 
Indians, thtse pre-emptive claiman's procured the 
attendance, and at their own expense, of an agent 
on the part of Massachusetts, to superintend any 
sale growing out of a treaty which the Indians 
might be inclined to make. And this commissioner 
oo the part of Massachus:tts was General Dear- 
born, whose report has been, and will be again, ad- 
verted to, in support of the ratification of this 
treaty. 

Mr. President, if I have succeeded in demon- 
strating the advantages of this treaty, to all the 


parties in interest, and that I have I think few wil - 


deny, why should I, then, longer dwell on 
this branch of the subject? For, sir, it is 
obvious to every one, that if the execution 
of this treaty be beneficial to all the par- 
ties concerned, its rejection wiil conseqneatly 
be prejudicial to the interest of all. Let me, then, 
tutn to another consideration connected with this 
treaty, by asking the question, Do these Iadians 
wish to remove? Th's question is answered in the 
most satisfactory manner, by an attentive examina- 
tion and consideration of the actings and doings of 
these Indians for the last thirty years. Their va- 
rious efforts, with but little aid and encouragement 
from any governmental influence, either State or 
Federal, sustain the belief that they are unhappy, 
and very dissatisfied with their present abode, 
aud are truly anxious to emigrate to the West. 
The inclination of the Indians in all the States, for 
many years past, when left free to the exerci:e of 
their own volition, has been a constant, earnest 
looking to the West for new homes, where they 
might be relieved from that thraldom of State le- 
gis'ation which deprived them of that unrestricted 
liberty, so congenial to the nature of the child of 
the forest. Yes, Mr. President, they have long de- 


sired a country where the white man might cease ` 


from troubling, and where the poor weary Indian 
might be at rest. 

Mr. Gillet end General Dearborn both deciare 
themselves to ke perfectly satisfied, that were it not 
for the unremitted and disingenuous exertions of a 
certain number of white men, who are ectuated 
by their private interests, to induce the chiefs not to 
assent to the treaty, it would immediately have been 
approved by an immense majority—an opinion 
which we find repeatedly reiterated by these gen- 
tlemen. The President of the United States ex- 
presses the opinion, that the same influence wh:ch 
was exerted in opposition to the treaty, if exerted 
with equal zeal on the other side, would show a 
large majority of these Indians in favor of emigra- 
tion. But, sir, we will endeavor to arrive ata cor- 
rect conclusion in regard to the wishes of the Sene- 
cas upon the subject of removal, by examining 
and scrutinizing the condnct and action of the:r 
chiefs, in connection with the subject of the ratifi- 
cation of this treaty, Well, sir, the commissioner 
for holding this treaty was appointed in the year 
1837, and, attended by the superintendent on the 
part of Massachusetts, met the Indians ia council. 

_ Aad from the first commencement of the nego- 
tiation, we discover the interference of white men, 
assuming the character of friends to these Indians, 
Strenuous!y opposing this negotiation, and greatly 
retarding its conclusion. Indeed, it appears that 
every art was emp'oyed tc defeat the objects of the 
Government in effecting a treaty. The country 
b:yond the Mississippi was declared to ‘be unpro- 
ductive, and the climate unhealthy. The pros- 
pects held out by the Government to the Indians, 
was declared to be delusive and deceptive; and in 
case of removal, they were told they might look 
forward to want, privations, and saffering. 

These officious advisers were composed of white 
men, pretending to have influence with the Indians, 
and seeking to force themselves into the service of 
the pre-emptive owners at extravagant rates of 
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compensation, bat most of them deriving imme- 
diate advantage from a traffic carried on with 
these Seneca Indians; some in the sale of rum, 
tobacco, and blankets; others from the occupation 
of their lands at low rents; from the employment 
of saw mills on their lands, or from extensive con- 
tracts from the purchase of timber to be rafted and 
sent to market. 

In addition to these, there were cthers who, pos- 
sibly, were actuated by better motives—persons 
who had, for many years, been professedly en- 
gaged in endeavors to improve the cond:ticn of 
tre Intians by religious and other instruction, aod 
who, unwilling and reluctant to believe in the 
inefficiency of their labors, we:e loath to abandon 
the enterprise in which they had been so long en- 
gaged without any adequate success. Conse- 
quently this combined opposition to the treaty ad- 
dressed every argument they could to the pas- 
sions and cupidity of this ignorant people, to in- 
cline them sill to be content in the continu- 
ance and indulgence of their accustomed habits; 
and such efforts, unter such circumstances, 
could not fail to produce great effect. Even 
the more sober and sensible class of the Indians 
who had long desired a change of residence», with 
a view of relieving themselvese of the evils inse- 
parable from ‘heir present position, were many of 
them, no doubt, brought to hesitate: while tho-e 
opposed to emigration became more determined in 
their cpposition, and more strenuous to defeat the 
treaty, regardless of the liberality of its provi- 
sions. However, after a tedivuus and protracted 
nege tiation, characterized by extraordinary violence 
and opposition en the part of the opposing chiefs 
and their auxiliaries, finally a treaty was con- 
claded on and signed by the Commissioner of the 


i United States, Mr. Gillett, and all the tribes of the 
New York Indians. In June, 1838, the ratification 
of th's treaty, although stren wus'y opposed by the 
the dissatisfied part of the Senecas, aided by a pow- 
erful combination of white men, was advised and 
assented to by the Senate, with certain amend- 
ments, designed, as is anderstoad by me, to render 
its prov.sions more conformable to the policy and 
legis!ation of theUnited States; and this treaty as pro- 
posed to be amended by the Sena’e, was sent back to 
ail the tribes who negotiated the same, for their assent, 
which assent was duly and satisfactorily obtained, 

‘as will fully app-ar by the message of the President 
ot the United States, to the Senate, of the 2ist of 
January, 1839. The President says, “I transmit a 
treaty negotiate] with the New York Indians. 


which was submitted to your body in Jane last, and’ 


amended.” . He adds: “The amendments have, in 
pursuance of the requirement of the Senate, been 
submitted to each of the tribes assembled in conn- 
cil, for their free and voluntary assent or dissent 
therelo. In respect to all the tribes, except the 
Senecas, the result of this application has been en- 
tireiy satistactory. It will be seen by the accom- 
panying papers, that of h's tribe, the mest im- 
portant of those concerned, the assent of only forty- 
two out of eighty-one chiefs has been obtained. I 
deem it advisable, under these circumstances, to 
submit the treaty, in its modified form, to the Se- 
nate, for its advice in reguid to the sufficiency of 
the assent of the Senecas to the amendments pro- 
posed.” 

Mr. President, do you not perceive, is it not clear 
and obvious, that the only question presented to the 
Senate, in the mes age of the President, upon sub- 
miiting this amended treaty, was to ascertain the 
opinion of the Senate, and obtain its advice upon 
the sing'e point of the sufficiency of the assent of 
the Senecas to the amended treaty? 

Sir, the President raises no question in this mes- 
sage as to whether a majority of the chiefs had 
signed this treaty or not. He c:uld not do this, 
when communicating to intelligent men, who un- 
derstand simple numbers; for he tells you that 
forty-two chiefs, out of the who!e number of eighty- 
one, had assented to the treaty, and therefore no 
one could doubt the assent of a majori'y of the 
Seneca chiefs to this treaty. That majority being 
small, the object of the President was the advice of 
the Senate whether that majority should be consi- 
dered sufficient. The Senate accordingly took into 
cgrsideration the message of the President, and on 
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the 2d of March, 1839, agreed t» the fotlowing re- 
Solution: ‘Resolved, That whenever the President of 
the United States shall be satisfied that the assent of 
the Seneca tribe of Indianshas been given to the 
amended treaty of June 11th, 1838, with the New 
York Indians, according to the true intent and 
meaning of the resolution of the Senate of 
June llith, 1838, the Senate recommend that the 
President make proclamation of said treaty, aud 
carry the same into effect.” Now, sir, I have al- 
ways th: ught, and still thiak, this resolution of the 
Senate, (no doubt well meant,) was inexpedient 
and injudicious, and that it unnecessarily laid the 
foundation for all the difficulties which we find 
ourselves this day involved in. IV the Senate, at 
its last session, bad taken upon itself the reason- 
able responsibility of responding yea or nay to the 
proper and respectfui request of the President in re- 
gird to the suffictency of the assentof the Seneca 
Indians, we should aot now have found ourselves 
embarrassed with these difficulties of our own cre- 
ation. And, sir, I commend the President for not 
permitting the Senate to excel him in diffidence, in 
modesty and courtesy, in deciding alone a question, 
the decision of which jointly devolves on the Se- 
nate as weil as himself. Iadmıt,sir, that we have 
no additional evidence that we had not, at the la t 
session, to autnorize the Senate to say now, what it 
declined saying at the last session, to wit: that the 
assent of the Seneca Indians is sufficiently evinced 
in favor of this treaty. But I believed th-n, and 
am the more confirmed in that opinion now, that a 
majority of the chiefs of the Seneca tribe have f.ee- 
ly and voluntarily given their assent aad signa- 
tures to this treaty. And whether they did so, in 
general council, at a town honse, or whether it was 
done, in par!, as is atieged, at other times and 
places, afier the general council had been held, and 
the treaty fully and fairly explained, in the face of 
day, and to the whole people, as is fully and satis- 
factoriiy proven to us by the evidence now before 
us, I do not consider a matter of great importance. 
1 can rea lily believe that those who signed, after 
the adjournment of the council, are as jus-ly enti- 
ed tv our iespect and consideration as meritorious 
chiefs and faithful representatives of the Indian 
people, as those whosigned more hastily, and while 
the counci! was still in cession. Todeed, sir, per- 
sons who are deliberate and slow in makinz up 
their opinions upon important matters, are gene- 
rally more to be ielied on than those who act more 
hastily. 

Mr. President, I deem it important, for the sa- 
tisfaction of sich persons as are governed in the 
formation of their opinions in r-gard to the validity 
of this treaty, by the official digaity of the respec- 
live signers, to statea few facts, which I derive 
from an official communication of General Dear- 
born to Governor Everett. Well, sir, I find the 
Seneca tribe has eight great sachems, who are also 
chiefs. This title of sachem is the highest in rank 
of any known to the tribe; and the office is h redi- 
tary. General Dearborn gives the names of the 
e.ght sachems of the tribe, at the time of the sign- 
ıng of the treaty, and adds: “six out of eight of 
th: se sachems signed the treaty,” «nd that half of 
tiem are Christians, and the others pagars. That 
an actual majority of the Seneca chiefs have as- 
sented to the amended treaty, seems no longer to 
admit of a doubt, The offic al and personal :tand- 
ing of Mr. Gillett and General Dearborn, who have 
ceitifi'd to this fact, settles this question. I con- 
sider this question as heretofore settled by the ac- 
tion of the Senate.. 

In respect to the mode of the assent, I consider 
it altogether immaterial. The fact of acsent I cons 
sider a matter of evidence; and, in the present ease, 
that evidence is, to my mind, entirely satisfactory. . 
That the chiefs who have subsciibed to this treaty 
did so voluntarily and understandingly, is attested 
by General Dearborn and Mr. Gillett, whose testi- 
me is unimpeached, and, I believe, unimpeach- 
able. - SPE aad 
I doubt, sir, whether the whole history of our 
country affords á solitary instance of an Indian 
treaty, which will bear the test of eomparisoa w.th 
ths much abused treaty, for fairness, liberality, ho- 
nest execution, and reqairements approaching to 
similar \ransactions, when conducted between equal 
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and civilized nations. But, s'r, I wou'd emphati- 
cally ask, what is the history of Indian treaties, 
from the first discovery of this continent, up to the 
present day? When and where have we required 
that more than a majority of the Indian chiefs 
should sign a treaty in open council, to give it vali- 
dity? When have we required higher evidence 
than that of General Dearborn and Mr. Gillett, in 
respect to the number, character, and authenticity 
of Indian chiefship to a treaty? 

The history and origin of Indian treaty-making 
on this continent, down to the present time, I con- 
sider one of the unpleasant, if not painful recollec- 
tions to the high minded American citizen. Jn the 
early settlement of the country, our ance:tors 
efiected by artifice, in the fotm of Indian treaties, 
_ what they were unable to effect by force. This 
trealy-making system, originating in physical 
weakness, pretended and appeared to do nothing in 
acquiring the Indian lands, except by obtaining the 
voluntary assent of the Indians. Yes, sir, even 
under the government of that good man, William 
Penn, we find the same statute which made it 
a crime for any citizen 10 furnish an Indian with 
intoxicating drink of aay kind, nevertheless allowed 
the commissioners of the Government to adminis- 
ter a prudent portion of intoxicating drink to In- 
dians with whom they wished to form a treaty. 
Bat, sir, I forbear to enter further upon the his o- 
ry of Indian treaties. I cannot allow myself to 
dwell upon a subject so little calculated to elevate 
the character of my country. 

But this mach I will say: if any gentleman will 
take the time and labor which I have done to inves- 


tigate this subject, he will rise from the task, fully | 


satisfied thacthe treaty now under consideration is 
one amonast the mo:t' fair and honorable transac- 
tions of the kind which is to be found on our re- 
corded history as a people. Tasseit, sir, that many 
Indian treaties have been obtained, ratified, and car- 
ried into effect, that were never signed by @ majo- 
__ rity of the chiefs of the nation in opèn council. In- 
deed, sir, with all my dislike to Indian treaties, 
while I am satisfied that most of them have carried 
on their face, forms which the facts of the case did 
not justify, yet I am not disposed, at this staze of 
our progress in treating with indians, to insist upon 
yequirements which are new ani extraordinary, 
for the express purpose of defeating the objects of 
this particular trea'y, admitted to be exceedingly 
advantageous to all the parties in interest, and es- 
pecially so to the Indien pecp'e themselves, whose 
gool we wish to promote by this measure. Sir, I 
have rever hadany agency in negotiating an In tian 
treaty. I haye more than once had the offer 
of such commirsions, bat have uniformly declined 
the service. The official statons which I bave 
{rom time to time occupied have frequently made 
it my duty to have much to do w:th the execution 
of these treaties. This connection with Indian 


treaties has caused me to reflect upon. aad investi- | 


gate the subject in all its bearings; and the result 
produced upon my mind is a settled cenviction that 
the several Siate Governments, as well as the Fe- 
d ral Government, have greatly erred in continuing 
the treaty-making policy introduced by our colo- 
nial ancestcrs, from necessity, after the Indian 
tribes ia our respective limits and jurisdictions have 
become a conquered and subdued peopie, whoily 
dependent upon the will and power of those who 
have supplanted them. We have not, sir, even 
the poor plea of the tyrant—necessi/y—fur still ad- 
hering to the farcical ferms of diplomacy originat- 
iog iu causes and under circumstances which no 
longer exist. We should long since have supplied 
the place of Indian t:eaties by wise, liberal, and 
judic.ous legislation. 

Whenever the Indians, in point of fact, become 
subject to the control, legislation, and jurisdiction 
of ihe Federal, or any cne of the State Govern- 
ments, it becomes the duty of such Government to 
exercise its rights direc'ly. We should legis'ate for 
these unfortunate remnants in the same spirit of 
kindness and liberali y that we would tor the help- 
less and destitute minor or orphan, whose only 
friend was ibe Government of the helpless and 
destitu‘e. 

. These, sir, 
relation to these remnant tribes; 


‘are my views of policy and duty, in 
and upon these 
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views I have acted myself, as far as circumstances 
would permit. 

I wou'd now ask, Mr. President, how can any 
Senator expect to put the negotiations of an Indian 
treaty upon the principles and footing of similar 
transactions with civilized, enlightened foreign na- 
tions? Are not these Indians in a state of depend- 
ence and pupiage? Are we not in the place 


of parents and guardians to them? Shall 
we, then, overlook all the facts connect- 
ed with the subject under consideration? 


Shall we imagine a sta'e of things which we know 
bas no existence? Has not all the difficuty in re- 
gard to the treaty been produced by interested 
white men? Is not every charge of fraud, urged 
against this treaty, refuted by the tact of the liberal 
and benificent terms of this instrument? A charge 
of fraud cannot be well sustained against a transac- 
tion which confers great benefi's, and no injury 
whatever. ; 

But, sir, we have no complaints that this treaty 
is to injure the Indians, or any one else. Indeed it 
is impossible they can sustain injury trom this trea- 
ty, because if they do not choose to emigrate under 
its provisions, they have thé right secuféd to them 
to remain where they are doring life; and yet the 


! ingenuity of interested white men has produced the 


impression upon the minds of many, for whom I 
enteriain great respect, in and out of this Senate, 
that there is something very alarming and dan- 
gerous in the provisions of this treaty. The whole 
alarm and difficulty of those who are opposed to 
this treaty; seems to be based upon the doubt 
whether it has fairly received the assent of a ma- 
jority of the Seneca chiefs; and the great impor- 
tance which they attach to these chiefs making 
their marks to the treaty, in what is called epen 
council, These are the questions which perp‘ex 
the judicial minds of statesmen and Senators. Un- 
der the exis:ing circumstances of these poor perish- 
-ing Indians, and with a view to the history of these 
Indian treaties, which I have heretofore adver'ed 
to, I am entirely relieved from all these perplexities. 
Moreover, sir, [have no doubt in regard to the 
ašsent of a majority of the chiefs having been 
fairly obtained to this treaty; and the Senate of the 
United States settled that question on the 11th of 
June, 1838, when they ratified the treaty. It was, 
the action of the S-nate upon the treaty, as a treaty, 
and asthe act of the Seneca nation. The Senate must 
have viewed the instrum-nt as executed by. a 
majority of the nation, or else have considered that 


-a majority was not necessary for the purpose of 


making a valid treaty. Isit to be believed, that 
the President of the United States, Governor Eve- 
rett, General Dearborn, Mr. Gillet, and various 
oher public functionaries, who have had an agen- 
cy in bringing this instrument before the Senate for 
confirmation, would have said and done all that 
we find in the documents which we have in 
our hands, it they had entertained opinions ad- 


verse to the fairness and validity of this instru- | 


meni? No, sir; this treaty would never have 
reached this Senate if there public functionaries 
had considered it liable to the formidable objec- 
tions wh'ch we kave heard advanced on this floor. 

Mr. Presilent, much as I have said upon this 
snbject, I have greatly abridged what I would have 
sad, but for the confidence I feel in the ability and 
disposition of the distinguished Senators from New 
York, to supply all my omissions. 

Allow me, sir, once more, in conclusion of my 
remarks, to advert to the bearing of this question, 
now pending before the Senate, on the destiny 
and lasting interert of this remnant of the abori- 
ginal race. To me, sir, these people are a pecu- 
liar and interesting portion of the human family. 
I consider them human beings; I wish to treat 
them as such. I cannot in my conscience assign 
them a place, halt way between man and beast. 
I wish to save them from destruction. Hence! 
urge their speedy removal from the degraded and 
demoralizing si'uation in which we now find them. 
Their unrestrained intercourse with the licentious 
portion of the populous cities aad villages, by which 
they are surrounded, is prejudicial alike to the In- 
dian and white population. Deprived as these 
people. are, of the right to acquire and hold pro- 
perty in severalty, they are destitute of those incene, 
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tives to industry and frugality, which animate and 
reward every white man in our happy country. 
Being debarred all political rights, they natu- 
rally consider themselves a proscribed and de- 
based race, and the individual exceptions of 
worth and intelligence amongst them, while 
it serves to evince their capability for im- 
provernent undef more favorable circumstances, 
and to becortie a civiliz'd people, will not, hows 
ever, shield them from becoriling a natiott of vágä: 
bonds and paupers in their present abodes. Dur- 
ing forty years they have made no perceptible ad- 
vance in the arts of civilized life, so that it is im- 
possible longer to resist the conviction that their 
preservation from increasing misery and ultimate 
extinction; can alone be found in their separation 
from the white population, aid by eSnfetring on 
them those rights and privileges which, in all coun- 
tries where they are enjoyed, have been gradually 
found to lead to civilization, and to prepare the 
way for the introduction of Christianity, with all its 
bappy influences. It isa striking and most impor- 
tant fact, which I have observed amongst various 
Indian trites, since I have advocated the emigra- 
tion of the Indians to the West, that the most edus 


| cated, the most moral and intelligent, who are in: 


clined to embrace Christianity, the most sober, 


| industrious, and thriving, are generally tbe 


frends and advocates of emigration, and it is re- 
sisted most by ambitious and selfish leaders, who 
carry in their train the most ignorant and de- 
graded, and those Who are least capable of appfe- 
ciating the advantages of civilization. 

In connection with the best interest of these In- 
dians, Mr. President, let us also bear in mind the 
impcr'ant interest which the State of New York 
has in this question. True, New York is already 
great and prosperous; the empire State of the Con- 
federacy; but, sit, may we not all rejoicé at ne 
increasing strength and prosperity; aré we not al 
Americans? Do we not all belong to the same 
Confederacy of sove:eign State? Are we not 
members of the same great family? Shall we, 
then, hesitate in being coworkers together, to pro- 
mote the interest of each, of all the States? nd 
still further, sir, shall we forget that the great inte- 
rest of all the States requires that the coun:ry now 
occu; ied by these unfortunate Indians should be 


| densely populated by good white citizens. The 


geographical situation of the territory in question 
requires its sett'ement, in a'd of the defence and 
s'rength of our common country. But, sir, I will 
not detain the Senate longer upon the subject of this 
treaty. I trust what I have said will induce those 
who have not already done so, to investigate this 
subject. And, sir, overwhefming as the opposition 
to this treaty has appeared to be, yet if it can have 
a ful! and fair invest:gatfon by this enlightened Se- 
nate, I still indulge the’ hope that impressicns, not 
well based, may give Way to the force of evidence 
and reflection, and \at this treaty may yet receive 
the expression of th¢ Senate’s approbation. 


REMARKE OF MR. FISHER, 
ORTH CAROLINA. 


In the House f epresen'alives, March 19, 1840—On 
the b.ll fop Assuirg five millions of Treasury 
notes. i 


Mr. FISHER said: I dọ not rise for the purpose 
of delivering Ă set speech. It is now too late in the 
debate, andgn the day, to do this, were i even so 
disposed. {Nor shall I follow the examp'e of some 
who have preceded me, and discourse about every 
thing except the one before us. I have no party 
criminations or recriminations to make; | !eave this 
to those who take more delight in such wa’ fare than 
Ido. Above all, I shall not make a campaign 
against the S: mino'es—for these campaigns, whe- 
iher fought in tbis House or in Florida, as yet, have 
yielded no laurels. What propose to do is, t0 
make a few remarks on the subject before us, and 
in the shortest manner possible, give the cutlines of 
the reasons why I shall vote jor this bil, I pro- 
ceed at once to do this. - ; 

However much gentlemen have differed on other 
matters, there is one point on which they all agree; 
that the public Treasury is without money. Owing to 
causes not necessary here to be stated, itis now 
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Senate. 


OOA 


well understood that the revenue will not be suffi- 
cent to meet the expenditures of the present year; 
and we are called on to supply the deticiency; 
otherwise the Government, for the want of means, 
must stop, as would a steam engine for the want 
of the propelling power. The question then pre- 
sents itself, how is this to be done? 

There is one way (said Mr. F.) above all others, 


by which I wish 10 see the revenue of the Govern- | 


ment made equal to the expendifures; and that is, 
by reducing the expenditures down to the revenue. 
That thiscan be done at asingle dash, I doubt; 
but the work should now bs commenced, and 
steadily followed “up until fully accomplished. I 
will go as far as any member in this House to 
bring about so desirable a reform; and though we 
‘may not be able to complete it at the present ses- 
sion, still if all sides would talk less, and act more, 
much might be done. But for two large items, 
we might at once equalize the revenue, and the 
expenditures; I mean the Florida war and the 
pension list. When thee two items shail be cut 
off, or the one wholy cut off, and the other reduced, 
the income of the Government will be more than 
enough to meet all legitimate demands. It js to 
be hoped that the Florida war will not last forever; 
bat will end with the present year, and with it will 
end an annual expenditure of several millions of 
dollars. As tothe pension list, it is every year 
becoming less and less. The relics of the patriotic 
generation of °76 are rapidly disappearing from 
among us to take their places in another world, 
and if we pass no new pension acts, this source 
of. expense in a few years will cease to exist. 

Still there is a deficiency forthe present year, and 
if we cannot at this session bring the expenditures 
down to the income, it necessarily follows that we 
mus! in some way bring the income up to expen- 
ditures; that is, we must in some way or other sup- 
ply the means tə carry on the Government. The 
question returns, how is this to be done? 

In casting about, I see but four ways in which 
we can possibly raise the money. 

The first is, by increasing the impost duties; that 
is, by raising the taxes on the people. 

The second is, by making a regular loan; that is, 
by beginning a new national debt. 

The third is by calling on the States to pay 
back the sarplus fund deposited wita them. 

The fourth, and last is, by the issue of Treasury 
notes, bearing a reasonable in-erest; the plan pro- 
posed by the bill now before us, 

_ There is no o'her way than these, except direct 
and excise taxe:; and now let us see which of these 
plans is least objectionable. 

First, as to inereasing the impost duties, the 
tariff. Shall we now now set to work, and raise 
the impost duties; thas is, impcse new burdens on 
the country? Shall we revive the old tariff cont st 
again; a contest which came so near breaking up 
this Government? I know that there are many 
here, and elsewhere, for doing so, but I hope no one 
seriously contemplaes a movement of this kind 
at present. I doabt very much whether the manv- 
factaters themselves would desire to see ‘his ex- 
peciment now attempted 

They hardly wish to see this question sə soon 
again opened, and their interests thrown adrift 
on the wide ocean of s rife and uncertainty. Be- 
sides, they begin to understand that high protec- 
tive duties are rot what they had supposed 
them to be; they begin to see that incidental pro- 
tection, with a sound and steady currency, is vast- 
ly mere important to them than high duti:s with 
an inflated paper circulation, expanding and con- 
‘acting in rapid succession. But even if it were 
otherwise—if the manufacturers were desirous to 
see the tariff now iacreas:d, you cannot do it. The 
Southern members, without distinction of party, 
Will resist the attempt to the utmost. Then, as ad- 
ditional taxes are now cut of the question, shall 
- We resort to : 

_The second p!an—that is, toa regular loan. Shall 
we begin anew national debi? Many gentlemen, 
jn debate, have. warmly urged this scheme; and 
che gentleman has actually introduced a bill, by 
way of amendment, for this purpose; but for my- 


self, I çan say I. am as-much opposed to this p'an - 
as Jam to new impost duties; and, if any tbing, - 


n 


tar.. 


more so; for, if you once establish a regular na- 
tional debt, it will soon lead to taxes, and none, 
that are now living, will see the end of it. The 
day in which this Government paid off her pub- 
lic debt, was a great and glorious day for our Re- 
public. It should be long remembered, and ce- 
lebrated by the American people. When the fact 
that the United States had paid off their public 


debt was first made known in Europe, it awakened 


astonishment, and was hardly believed. It attracted 
the attention nut only of Government, but of the in- 
telligent men of all classes. It made an impres- 
sion on all Europe, and has placed our Republic 


on an elevation so high as to be seen byall. It | 
has thrown around our Government a meral and : 


political grandeur that we should not undervalue, 


itgives us advantages over other nations that we 
should carefully preserve. Is it nota just cause 


of exultation, while every Government in Christen- 


dom is staggering under the weight of a great na- 
tional debt—-while ENGLanb, our parent country, 
is almost crushed with her enormous taxes—that 
our republican Government stands disenthralled 
before the world? Shall we now be so unmindful 
of this glorious position as to give it up without 
urgent necessity? I hope not. In my opinion, 
nothing but the greatest exigency should force 
us to lay the foundation of a new national debt. 
That the rich money holders in the great cities 
may wish to see another pubiic debt begun, I can 
readily believe. Government stocks would be a 
safe investment for them, particularly in times like 
these, when confidence seems to be lost in every 
thing else. That the brokers may wish to see Go- 
vernment stocks in market again, I can well under- 
stand, as it would open anew field of speculation and 
profit to them. To these classes, a national debt 
may be a national blessing; but certainly no other 
class of men in the country can desire to see our 
Government, in time of peace with all the world, 
except a handful of Seminole Indians, commence 
another national debt, which would bring on the 
country new tariffs, high taxes, an increase of Go- 
vernment patronage, extravagance, and corruption. 
Sir, that party, be it which it may, that first beg-ns 
a new national debt in this country, will not do it 
with impunity; they will furnish the weapon for 
their own destruction. I was highly pleased to. see 
the sentiments of the President on this subject; 
they are woshy of the head of a Republican peo- 
ple. I hope his supporters, in this House and 
out of it, will faithfully and zealously stand up to 
them. 


Then, sir, as it will not answer now, in time of | 


peace, to contract a new national debt, shall we 
resort to the third alternative—that is, shall we call 
in a part or the whole of the surplus funds depo- 
sited with the State? I have heard no one, as yet, 
seriously propose this, and I think no one will. 
But suppose that this p'an should be urged,-I 
should like to be informed which of the STATES 
could meet the call in season for the present wants 
of the Government? Could Maryland, or Penn- 
sylvania, or even New York, with all her re- 
sources, do it? Look at the condition of these 
States, and, indeed, of many others, and see if they 
ould pay. No, sir; many of them could not pay 
adollar, and none of them can pay without the 
utmost distress. 


North Carolina. 
the other side of the ocean, except this sarplus fand. 
She never sent agents out to hawk her ciedit over 
the world. She has ne bonds in market; and yet 
I must say, she could not now repay the deposites 
withoat great distress to her citizens. This plan, 
then, is also out of the question, and we must, 
thiongh necessity, resort to the last alternative set 


before us—that is, to the measure proposed by the 


bill before us, namely, the issue of five millions ef 
Treasury nctes. + What solid objection can there 
be to this plan? None th:t I can see, as a tlempo- 
rary measure. It has, heretofore, oftentimes b.en 
tried; and always has answered the purpose well. 
But it is only as a temporary resort that I advocate 
it—E would deprecate it as a permanent measure of 
finance, and i presume no one intends it as such. 
But.an objection bas .beeti: raised which, if valid, 
would at once decide me against it, whatever might 


I believe, sir, no State in this . 
Union is in a better condition than my own State, | 
She owes nobody on this, cr on | 


be its advantages in o'her respects. Some coa- 
tend that it is unconstitutional. I have examined 
this objection as far as I am capable of dving, and 
I come to the conclusion that there is no force 
whatever in it. Those who urge this objection ad- 
duce, as authority, a quotation from the papers of 
Mr. Madison just published, in which the writer 
would seem to entertain this opinion. But this 
argument loses its force when we call to mind that 
Mr. Madison himself, while President, approved 
acts of this kind, under which millions of Treasury 
notes were issued. Ifhe really believed this mea- 
sure unconstitutional, would he have approved it, 
and carried it into execution? All who know the 
character of that great man will not feel at a loss 
how to answer. j “ 
Inreality, these Treasury notes are but evidences 
ef debt; and, itcannot be disguised, that by the 
issue of them we create a species uf debt against 
the Government—a sort of transient debt, which we 
begin to pay as soon as we begin to contract. It is 
not a regular, funded, stock DEBT, having years to 
run, and which,.on this account, is so exceptiona- 
ble; but a debt that must be paid within the year. 
Still it is in the nature of a debt, and, as such, 
comes clearly within the provisions of the Cons.i- 
tution. 
_ Mr. F. continued: I have already intimated that 
I go for this plan only because I think it less ex- 
ceptionable than the others within our reach just 
now. As a permanent measure of finance, I am 
utterly opposed to it. I think, however, in the 
present exigency, it will not only relieve the Go- 
vernmen', but also give considerable relief to the 
country, particularly in the business of exchanges. 
But, after all, the the only sure plan is to go right 


i to work, and cut down the expenses of the Govern- 
| ment so as to bring them strictly within the reve- 
| nue. 


If we do this, there will be no necessity 
again to resort to such expedients; but if we 
neglect this, then all the expedients in the world 
cannot lorg keep off the evils of increased taxa- 
tion. I therefore hope that the old and experienced 
members of this House, instead of consuming their 
time in this party warfare against each other, wil 
turn their attention to the work of retrenchment 
and reform—a work so necessary to the stability 
of the Government, and for the prosperity of the. 
country. 


SPEECH OF MR. §EVIER, 
OF ARKANSAS, 
In Senate, March 17, 1840—In 
on the treaty with the New 

Mr. SEVIER addressed the Se follows: 

Mr. Presipent: The treaty no der conside- 
Tation is a complicated affair, and off that accounr, 
as well as on account ef its impor'ance to the 
Seneca Indians, to the State of New York, to the . 
grantees of the State of Massachusetts, and to the 
United States, I hope, -while I endeavor, in dis- 
charge of my public daty as.chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, to explain it, that I sball 
be iadu'ged with the patient attention of the Se- 
nate. ont 

This is a treaty of much more importance than 
is generaliy supposed. Itis one about which the 
Senecas and their friends feel, as they have felt for 
upwards of two years, (during all of which time 
it has been before the country, in one form or 
another,) a deep, intense, and an all-absorbing in- 
terest. The written appeals of a large majority of 
this tribe to the President, and to the Secretary of 
War; to the Senate, and to individual Seaators, 
earnestly imploring a rejection of this treaty; the 
immense mass of tes'imony with which they have 
furnished us respecting it; the constant a‘tenJance 
of their delegates here, upon their own exp-nses, 
at a great distance from their homes, and: at the 
sacrifice of an ut'er abandonment of their private 
pursui:s, at all times, when this treaty was before 
the Senate; and their daily attendaace in our gale- 
Ties, to ob erve and to gather, if possible, some- 
thing from our proceedings; show most abundantly 
the light in which this treaty is viewed by them. 
. On the other hand, the citizens of New York, 
and especially those residing about Buffalo, have 
their wishes and ‘hopes apd fears respecting its 
fate With the Senate, They bare famished us, 
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also, wiih testimony and memorials, and sage sug- 
ge-tions, upon the subject of Indian policy and 
Indian welfare. They, too, have had their lobby 
members and ambassadors here, consisting of both 
red and pale faces, for the purpose of urging this 
treaty through this body. Nor are these the only 
interested parties. Massachusetts seems to have, 
in this treaty, something more than a general inte- 
rest; she seems to have an interest somewhat par- 
ticular and ideatical, which I deem important first 
to consider and explain, that we may tully under- 
stand it in all its bearings. 

Prior to 1786, Massachusetts claimed, as proper- 
ly belonging to her, a portion of the State of New 
York. This claim New York contested; and this 
somewhat angry controversy was not finally settled, 
as we learn from the public journals of that day, 
until 1786. This dispute was then sett'ed, by Mas- 
sachusetts ceding to New York all her right and 
ttle to the government, sovereignty, and jurisdiction 
over the disputed territory; and, in consideration of 
this cession, the State of New York ceded to Mas- 
sachusetts, and to her grantees, and to the heirs and 
assigns of her grantees, the right of pre-emption of 
the soil of the native Indians ito the territory de- 
seribed in this compromise. The na‘ive Indians, 


occupying the territory to which Massachasetts | 


thus acquired the right of pre-emption, were then, 
as now, the Tuscaroras and Senecas, of New York. 

It was farther stipulated, in this compromise, by 
New York, that Massachusetts might, at any time, 
by persons duly authorized by her for that purpose, 
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thereafter, a second treaty was made, which is, s0 
far as I have been able to discover, but little more, 
if any thing, than a recapitulation of the former 
one. 

The third and last treaty ever made by us with 
the Six Nations uf New York, in their confederated 
character, (unless the one we are now consider- 
ing should constitute a single excepticn,) was 
made in 1794. This was an important treaty, and 
has governed us in all our intercourse with 
them ever since. In that treaty, we acknowledged 
separately, to each of the tribes composing the Six 
Nations, their individual right and title to certain 
specific reservations of land; aad we guarantied to 
them separately the possession and enjoyment of 
their respective reservations; and con‘erred upon 
them the right to dispose of their reservations re- 
spectively, in whole or in part, to any cit‘zen or 
citizens of the United States, whenever and how- 
ever they might choose; and for these rights, the 
Indians, on their part, engaged, in the same treaty, 
never to set up any claim to any other lands in 
the boundaries of the United States, than those 
granted in that treaty. 

This was the last treaty ever made by us with 
those Indians, collectively or separately, from 
1794 up to 1838; a period of more than forty 
ears. From that time oward, to 1838, we 


acted in good faith, and permitted those Indiaans, 


i 


according to the terms of the treaty of 1794, so far 


' at least as the Senecas were concerned, to dis- 


hold treaties and confereaces with these Indians rela- _ 


tive to a purchase of their lends. And further, that 


Massachuseits should have the right to dispose of . 
this pre-emption right to any person whatever. | 


This compromise was approved of and sanctioned 
by Congress in 1787. A comp'ete and full detail 
of this contract is to be found in the 4th volame of 
Journals of Congress of the year 1787, at page 788, 
to which I respectfally refer any honorable Senator 
who may desire to see it. 

The right of pre-emption beiog thus secured to 
her, as well as the right to dispose of it, Massacha- 
setts did afteswards, in 1791, sell this right of pre- 
emption to the Holland Land company, and that 
company to David Ogden, and Ogden te the present 
c'aimants. The present claimants being the gran- 
tees and representatives of Massachusetts, have the 
indisputable right to hold treaties and conferences 
with the native Indians, for the purpose of pur- 
chgsing out the Indian right of occupancy; and in 
exeteising this right, though courtesy might seem to 
require it, this company are under no obligations to 
consult either New York or the United States. I 
have not been able to lay my hands upon the con- 
tract between Massachusetts and her grantees, and 
am there’ere ignorant of the terms of that con- 
tract. Bat, judging from the interest which Mas- 
sachusetts invariably manifests upon the subject of 
the acquisition of these lands; and upon seeing her 
represented by an agent or superintendent, at every 
sale of them, I have cencluded that she considers 
herself bound by her contract to either New York 
or her grantees, and probably to both, for the per- 
formance of her superintendency upon such occa- 
sions. How this matter stands I know not; but 
should soch information be thought desirable by the 
Senate, I presame the distinguished Senators from 
New York and Massachusetts can give it. 

Mr. President, in considering the various inte- 
rests involved in this treaty—the intere-ts of the 
Senecas, of the citizens of New York, and of 
the grantees of Massachuse!ts—the committee have 
thought it their duty fo consider, in connec:ion with 
those interests, the interest of a fourth party, which 
is that of the United States. And with a view to 
understand this complicated affair, the committee 
have endeavored to trace our relations with the 
Six Nations of New Yerk, from their commence- 
ment up te this day,so far at least as the Senecas are 
concerned, for the purpose of discovering if there be 
on our part any undischarged cbligations to either of 

the parties interested in the subject-matter now before 
us. Fhe first treaty which I have been able to find 
with the Six Nations of New York, was concluded 
in 1784. That was a treaty of peace; a relinquish- 
ment of territory on their part, and a definition of 
their boundary lines op ours. In 1789, five year 


| on several occasions. 


Menomonees, 


pose of their New York lands as they chose. 
Since 1794, the Senecas have disposed of their lands 
In 1797, they were per- 
mitted to sell to Robert Morris of Philadelphia, a 
portion of their reservations. Afterward, in 1802, the 
same Senecas were permit’ed tosell another portion 
of their lands to Phelps, Bronson, and Jones; and 
again, in'the same year, to Wilhelm Willick and 
others; and again, in 1823,-to Grigg and Gibson. 
Each and all. of those sales were made openly, 
freely, and voluntarily, and under the guardian 
care only of the United States on the one hand, 
and df the agent, or superintendent, of the State 
of Massachusetts on the other. These lands 
were transferred by the Indians to their granters, 
not by treaty, but by the ordinary deeds of convey- 
ance; nor does the transfer of those lands to Og- 
den and Fellows, in 1838, vary ia any degree, but 
in the prefixture of a preamble to it, from all 
the other deeds of conveyance which have been 
made by them subsequent to 1794. 

Having then, as we have seen by the treaty of 
1794, such ample power to dispose of these lands— 
a power so often and so satisfactorily exercised by 
them ; and the United states having no interest 
whatever in these lands, and being constitution- 
ally incapable of having any, and not being bound 
by compact, as in the cae of Georgia, to extingaish 
the Indian title to those lands, it may well be 
asked, why have we interfered in this affair? Why 
have we attempted, with unabated assiduity, for 
morethan two years, with our influence, with our 
agents, and means, and money, to barter with 
those Indians for their New York reservations? I 
will endeavor, sir, to unravel this mystery; it is a 
curious piece of intrigue and history, which should 
never be forgotten, as it may be of some service to 
the country hereafter. 

As early as 1818, we find the agents of two small 
bands of New York Indians applying to Mr. 
Monrce, then President cf the United Slates, for 
permission to purchace,with their own means and upon 
their own account, of the Menomenees of Green 
Bay,a portion of their lands. The files of the 
War Department will show that the grantees of 
Massachusetts were at the bottom of this simple, 
unpretending, and modest application; and, among 
o'her reasons, we find that religion, which is so 
often prostituted by the designirg to cover up in- 
trigue and sinister motives, was the argument used 
on that occasion t> obtain this permission. It will 
be recollected that the United States will permit no 
Indian tribe, which they have any thing to do with, 
to dispose of their lands except to the United States. 
The authority, therefore, of the United States was 
indispensable to enable the missionaries, Williams 
and Hendricks, to make a valid purchase of the 
Mr. Monree, not foreseeing the 


objects in view, and understanding distinctly, as 
the.r memorial expressly stated, that these two 
baads were to pay out of their own means for all 
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the land they purchased of the Menomonees; and 
further, that they were to acquire, by such pur- 
chase, no other or better right than that held by the 
Menomonees—so understanding it, Mr. Monroe 
gave his assent to such a purchase. The assent of 
Congress, or of the Senate, to such an unusual ar- 
rangement, was neither asked or obtained. It 
seems to have been looked upon by Mr. Monros 
as quite asmall affair. Under his authority, thus 
obtained, the agents of these two small tribes, as 
they alleged, made a purchase, and paid for it, as 
they informed us, the suin of 412,000. This pur- 
chase, however, has ever been strenuously denied 
by the Menomonees, and the contract made be- 
tween those Indians, whatever it was—if, indeed, 
there ever was any—is not now to be found 
where, surely, if in existence, it ought 
to be fuund—in either the Indian Bureau or in the 
War Department. As matters now stand, how- 
ever, it is but of little consequence for us to know, 
(unless for the purpose of seeing in what manner 
we have been imposed upon,) whether such a con- 
tract ever existed or net. We all know there was 
a controversy about it between the parties, and that 
we were drawn into it. This controversy was set- 
tled by us ina treaty with the Menomonees ia 
1832. Thus we see that this small affair, which 
originally was to be confined to two small tribes, 
and which, on oar part, was to have been nothing 
more than a mere naked assent, now loses its in- 
significance, and begins to swell into a matter of 
considerable importance. Here we find ourselves 
placed in a dilemma, which was brought about, as 
they doubtless anticipated, by the early intrigue 
of this land company. These small bands, under 
Mr. Monroe’s permission, moved to Green Bay, 
and as the title to the lands they claimed by pur- 
chase was controverted, we were called upon toin- 
terfere, and, as we suppesed, to benefit the Indians, 
did interfere and bought out the Menomonees for 
them, and gave them the lands. And there they 
are yet. This treaty does not disturb them. This 
is not all. We have paid back to them, not only 
the $12,000 they allege to have paid the Menomo- 
nees, but we have given them a great deal more. 
We have given them, besides the lands they claim 
to have purchased of the Menomonees, for their 
$12,000, the sum of $40,000; $5,000 to the St. 


neration to them for their purchase of, and removal to, 
the Green Bay lands, under Mr. Monroe’s permis- 
sion. Now, let me ask, if it be not too late, why 
have we submitted to such imposition? Why have 
we bought land for these New York Indians, over 
whom we had no control cr jurisdiction? Why 
have we made large advances to them, without 
any consideration? We have done s»), for. the 
double purpose of gratifying New York and this 
overgrown and grasping landcompany. We have 
thus seen Mr. Monroe’s permission, of which I 
have spoken, first leading to an Indian controversy, 
and then ending in a settlement of it, by which we 
have had to buy land and advance thousands of 
dollars as remuneration (as it is falsely called) to 
these New York Indians, and all without the pre- 
textof an obligation or consideration on our part. 
I will now, Mr. President, take my leave of th? 
Green Bay Indians, and return to the treaty of 
1832. In that treaty, concluded in this city with a 
delegation from the Menomonees of Wiskonsin, we 
obtained of them, for the sum of $20,000, 500,000 
acres of their lands, near Green Bay, for the futare 
residence, not only of those small bands who em! 
grated under Mr. Monroe’s permission, but for all 
of the New York Indians, then residing in New 
York. We obtained this land, so far as we were 
concerned, as a mere gratuity, and without any 
other consideration, so far as appears to me, than 
the wishes of New York and this land company 
that we should doso. New York desired this land 
secured, not so much for the residence of those 
then residing in Wiskonsin, fer their welfare had 
ceased to interest her, but for the New York In- 
dians then within her borders, in the hope that her 
Indians could be induced to move to them, and, 11 
that event, that she would be rid of an Indian popt' 


Regis tribe, and $35,000 to the Oneidas, as a remu- , 
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lation at the expense of the United States, she was 
most anxions to get clear of; and that the land 
company would be able, for lit le or nothing on 
their part, to get of them their New York lands, 
mainly, but indirectly, at the expense of the United 
States also. These were the calculations; and 
hence we find that, in that treaty, the New York 
Indians, although apparently so deeply interested, 
were not parties to it. And why were they not? I 
will endeavor to inform you, sir. 

In the treaty of 1794, the New York Indians en- 


gaged to claim no other land within the boundaries — 


of the United States than that particularly described 
in that treaty. They had modesty and honesty 
enough to know that there was no treaty ever af- 
terwards made, by which we were pledged or bound 
to purchase land for them at Green Bay, or any 
where else. They knew they had no claim of any 
character upon us; and not desiring any other lands 
than those they were possessed of, and seeing no 
necessity for a treaty; they stood aloof, and had no 
participation in it. 
Menomonees disclaim any right or just claim of 
the New York Indians to the Green Bay lands. 
And this is not the only disclaimer. We find, in 
the printed documents now before us, at page 127, 
that the Senecas says that “the Senecas have no 
right br title to that country, (Green Bay,) as we 
have never accepted or paid for any interest there, 
nor do we at this time have any claim to that coun- 
try whatever.” And I will add, that, ina letter 
received last night, I am informed that the Sene- 
cas are now holding a council for the purpose of 
retransferring to you this gratuity, which, given to 
them in 1832, without their knowledge or consent, 
you seem determined to force upon them, and 
which they, on their part, seem disposed just as 
decidedly to rejett—with a full knowledge that the 
New York Indians, then residing in New York, 
had no claims upon us for lands any where, and, 
on the contrary, when we knew they had solemnly 
engaged, in their treaty of 1794, to set up no c'aim 
for any other within the boundaries of the Uni‘ed 
States than those particularly described in that trea- 
ty, yet, with a full knowledge of all this, we made 
the treaty of 1832. 
In that treaty, in which the New York Indians 
were not parties, it was stipulated, without their 
consent or knowledge, that they should remove to 
the lands we purchased for them at Gieen Bay, 
within three years thereafter, or else that their right 
to this 50,000 aeres of land should be forfeited, 
and revert to the United States. This penalty was 
inserted, under a belief that it would net be disre- 
garded by the Indians, but, on the contrary, would 
be considered of such consequence as to induce 
their emigration. If it was not so designed, why 
was a time fixed for their em‘gration at all? Of 
what consequence was it to us, whether those In- 
dians emigrate! this year or next year, or never? 
Sir, the Indians looked upon the whole of these 
proceedings, in which they had had no participa- 
tion, with a provoking indiff2rence and noncha- 
lance. They cared nothing for these lands, or the 
forfeiture thereof. They considered they had com- 
fortable homes in New York, and there they de- 
termined to remain. This temper of the Indians 
was soon found vat by those desiring their emigra- 
tion; and it was, therefore, necessary to get the 
time for their removal extended, so that the com- 
pany could have time to apply the proper remedies, 
and bring about a conversion of the Indians to an 
acquiescence in their desired policy. Governed by 
such considerations as. these, we were applied to 
to change this provision in the treaty; and, as usual, 
We permitted ourselves, like a nose of wax, to be 
twisted about by this company, and, to gratify 
them, did modify this provision, by a supplemen- 
tary article ta the trea'y, so as to leave the time for 
their r. moval to the discretion of the President of 
the United States. So it stands now. Eight years 
have elapsed since that treaty was made, and yet 
the President has not required those Indians 
ta move to their Green Bay lands, or no- 
tified them, if they did not, by a given time, 
that he should exact the penalty, according 
to the terms of the treaty. The reasons of the Pre- 
sident for permitting those Indians to remain upon 
their New York lands, witheut exacting the pe- 


And in this same treaty the ` 


nalty, are doubtless benevolent, humane, and 
praiseworthy. Hus forbearance upon this subject, 
thus far at least, is not considered by me just cause 
of censure. YetI should consider it his duty, be- 
fore a great while, toclose up this contingent claim. 
I think if these Indians do not, within a reasonable 
time, move to these lands, that they should revert 
to the United States; and in this reversion they can 
have no just cause of complaint. Their title to 
these lands is conditional—dependent entirely upon 
their removal to them. It was a mere gratuity on 
our part, and cost them nothing, not even solicita- 
tion, or emply thanks; and now, if they will not 
accept of our proffered gratuity, if they will not oc- 
cupy those lands, voluntarily tendered to them on 
that condition, there can be no injustice in exacting 
their forfeiture, on their failure to comply with the 
condition. 

Mr. President, we purchased, as before observed, 
in 1832, 500,000 acres of land at Green Bay, for 
the future residence of the New York Indians. This 
purchase being on our part, as before stated, a mere 


gratuity, and, so far as appears from our records, , 


without the knowledge or solicitation of the Indians, 
five years thereafter, in the year 1837, for what rea- 
sons, or at whose promptings, we are jeft to con- 
jecture, it seems to have become suddenly, and all 
at once, a matter of vital importance for us to pur- 
chase out this gratuity, a gratuity which the Indians 
considered of so little consequence or value to them, 
that they would neither move to it, nor have it. But 
no matter for that: we determined to buy back 
from them what we had given them as a present 
five years before; and in furtherance of these views, 
in 1837 we appointed a commissioner to accom- 
plish for us this all-important object. 

A purchate of this Green Bay land was the osten- 
sible object of this mission. The real object, as I 
shall show you in the progress .of this discussion, 
was to obtain our iafluence, and our means and 
money, to assist a dozen or so of land speculators 
to purchase. of the new York Indians their New 
York lands, for which they held, under Massachu- 
setts, the pre-emption right. And, sir, we have 
already done s9, to some extent. We have pur- 
chased out for this company, and for New York, 
five of the s'x tribes—all of the New York Indians, 
except the Senecas, and we have attempt-d to buy 
them out also, whether successfully or not, remains 


to be seen by a decision upon the question now | 


befwre us. 

In 1837, as before observed, we appointed a 
commissioner, with the ostensible object of pur- 
chasing of the New York Indians their G:een 
Bay lands. So soon as this was known, we 
found much excitement and agitation among 
the Indians, growing out of their attachment for, 
and reluctance to leave, their native land. They 
understood very fully the object of the negotiation. 
They knew the Green Bay land was but a pretext, 
and not the real object of the commissioner. They 
understood all this. They knew the object of the 
reaty was to get from them, for the land company, 
their New York lands. To overcome these seru- 
ples, and to reconcile them to the measure, the 
agents of the land company went to work, and I 
will now show you, sir, in what manner. 


“Articles of agreement, made and concludet. this 29th day of 
July, 1837, between Heman B. Potter, of the city of Buffalo, 
of the first part, and John Snow, a Seneca chief, of the But- 

' falo Creek’ reservation, in the county of Erie, of thesecord 
part. 

‘Whereas, in conformity with the declared policy of the Go- 
vernment of the United States, the proprietors of the pre-emp- 
tive tile of and in the four several tracts of land, reserved by 
the Seneca tribe of Indians, within the said State of New York, 
are desirous to induce the abovementioned tribe of Indians to 
accept, for their future and permanent residence, a tract of 
country in the territory west of the river Mississippi, appropri- 
ated for Indians inhabiting the Atlantic and other neighboring 
States, and are, also, desirous, by fair purchase, to extinguish 
the right of the said Indians in and to the lands in this State, so 
reserved by them: 

“And whereas, 1n furtherance of these objects, and in order 
to a future treaty by which to effect the same, the said pro- 
prietors have authorized negotiations to be opened with the 
chiefs and other leading men of the said tribe of Indians, and 
certain offers tobe made to them in money as a permanent 
fund f:r the nation, and a compensation for their improve- 
ments; and have also deemed it advisable and necessary to em- 
ploy the aid, co-operation, and services of certain individuals 
who are able to influence the said Indians to accept the offers 
soto be made to them: 

“and whereas, the said Heman B. Potter, the party of the 
first part, is empowered to act on behalf of the said proprieto-s, 
and to contract with any individuale whose co-operation an 


agency may be necessary and efficient, in accomplishing the 
abovementioned object; and the said Jolm Snow, the party of 
the second part, has agreed to contribute his influence and ser- 
vices in the premises; and in case of the extinguishment of the 
said Indian title to the said reserved lands as aforesaid, to sal! to 
the said preprietors all and singular his improvements, of, in, 
and to the same: 

“Now, therefore, itis mutually agreed by and between the 
parties hereto, as follows: 

“First. The party of the second part undertakes and agrees to 
use his best exertions and endeavors to dispose and indnce the 
said Indians to adopt and ‘Pursue the advice and recommenda- 
tions of the Government of the United States, in respect to their 
removal and future location; and cn such said terms as the 
party of the first part, and his associates, in the name of the 
said proprietors, shall propose to sell and release, by treaty, 
their said reserved lands; and on all occasions to co-operate with 
and aid the said party of the first part, and his associates, as he 
may be, from time to time, advised, in talks and negotiations 
with the chiefs and other influential men of the said tribe; and 
in the active application of his whole influence at councils, and 
confidential interviews, forthe purpose of effecting a treaty be- 
tween the said tribe and the said proprietors, for the extinguish- 
ment of the Indian title to the said reserved lands. 

“Second. The second party of the second part hath sold, and 
hereby doth sell, te the said proprietors, ali and singular his 
buildings and improvements on the lands sv to be released by 
treaty, and agrees to accept compensation therefor in the man- 
ner hereinafter mentioned; said buildings and improvements 
inthe meantime not to beleased, or inany manner disposed of 
by said party of the second part. 

“Third. In consideration of such efforts, co-operation, and 
services on the partof the said John Snow, faithfully bestowed 
in the premises, and of thesale and release of all and singular 
his said buildings and improvements upon any of the lands afore- 
said, without leasing or otherwise disposing of the same, as 
hereinabove stipulated, the said Heman B. Potter, on his part, 
and that of his associates, agrees to pay, or cause to be paid, to 
the said John Snow, the sum of two thousand dollars, within 
three monthe after notice of the ratification, by the Senate of 
the United States, of a valid treaty between the said tribes and 
the owners of the eaid pre-emptive title, or their trustees, by 
which the right and title of the said Indians shall be effectually 
released and extinguished, in and to the said reserved lands; 
subject, however, to the following qualification and understand- 
ing: that in case the said treaty shall provide for the payment 
to individual Indians for their buildings and improvements, then 
and in that case the said party of the second part shall accept 
and receive, as part payment of the abovementioned sum of 
two thousand dollars, such sum or compensation as he shall 
or may be entitled to, by and under the provisions of such 
treaty, for his said buildings and improvements, and the balance 
of tho said two thonsand dollars which shall remain, after de- 
ducting therefrom such compensation as aforesaid, and that 
only to be paid by the said party of the first part, as above spe- 
cified, within the time abovementioned, or as soon thereafter 
as the said balance can be ascertained; and in casesaid party of 
the second part shall be entitled, by and under the provision of 
said treaty, to the sum of two thousand dollars anà upward, he 
shall receive the same as may be therein provided, and the said 
party ofthe first part shall be discharged from paying any part 
of said two thousand dollars. 

‘And the said John Snow shall also be entitled, at a nominal 
rent, to a lease from the owners of the pre-emptive title, or their 
trustees, of and for the lot of Jand actually improved and occu- 
pied by him, called the Whipple farm, near the old council 
house, on the Buffalo reservation, for and during his own natu- 
ral life, determinable when and as soon as he shall cease to live 
on and occupy the same; aaid lease to be executed by the les- 
sors as soon after said treaty as said lands shall have been sur- 
veyed and allotted, said lease having reference to said survey. 

“This agreemen’ on the part of said party of the first part, 
being expressly dependent upon a treaty, to be made and rati- 
fied upon terms, conditions, and stipulations, to be proposed and 
offered by the said party of the first part and his associates. 

H. B. POTTER, (L. a} 


his 
JOHN x SNOW, [t. 8.] 


mark. 
Witness: : 
ig 
GEORGE x JIMESON, 
mark, 
True copy: M. B. PIERCE. 


“P, 8. Marius B. Pierce, above named, is one of the chiefa 
who signed the Buffalo treaty,” 


“articles of agreement made and concluded this 7:h day of Au- 
gust, 1837, between Heman B. Potter, ofthe city of Buffalo, uf 
the first part, and Samuel Gordon, a Seneca Indian,of the Cat- 
taraugus reservation, inthe county af Erie of the second part. 
“Whereas, in conformity with the declared policy of the Go- 

vernment of the United States, the proprietors of the pre-emp- 

tive title of, and in, the four several tracts of land reserved by 
the Seneca tribe of Indians, within the said State of New York, 
are desirous to induce the abovementioned tribe of Indians to 

accept for their future and permanent residence, atractofcoun- . 

try in the Territory west of the river Missiseippi,appropriated for 

Indians inhabiting the Atlantic and other neighboring States, 

and are also desirous, by fair purchase, to extinguish the right 

of the said Indians in and to the lands in this State so reserved 
by them: 

‘And whereas, in furtherance of these objec.s, and in order to 
a future treaty by which to effect the same, the said proprietors 
have authorized negotiations to be opened with the chiefs and 
other leading men of the eaid tribe of Indians, and certain o' 
to be made tothem in money, as a permanent fund for the na- 
tion, and a compensation for their improvements, and hare algo 
deemed it advisable and necessary to employ the ald, co-opera- 
tion, and services of certain individuals who are able to nfia- 
ence the said Indians to accept of the offers so to be made to 

em:. ; 

“And whereas the said Heman B. Potter, the party of thefirst 
part, is empowered to act on behalf of the sald proprietors, and 
to ce tract with any individuals whose co-operation and agency 
may be necessary and efficient in accomplishing the aS ok 
tioned object, and the eaid Samuel Gordon, the party of the ee- 
cond part, has agreed to contribute his influence and services in 
the premises: : 

“Now, therefore, it is mutually agreed by and betwee the 


, Darties hereto, as follows 
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“First, The party of the second part undertakes and agrees 
to use his best exertions and endeavors to dispose and induce 
the said Indians to adopt and pursue the advice and recommen- 
dation of (ho Government of the United States in respect to their 
removal and future location; and on such fair terms as the party 
of the firat part and his associates, in the name of the ed Fo. 
prietors, sha l propese, to sell and release, by treaty, their said 
yeserved lands, and on all occasions to co-operate with and aid 
the said party of the first part and his associates, as he may be 
from time to ume advised, in talks and negotiations with the 
chiefs and other influential men of the said tribe; and iu the ac- 
tive applicauon of his whole infiuence at councils and confiden.- 
tial interviews, forthe purpose of effec:ing a treaty between the 
said u ibe and the said proprietors, for the extinguishment of the 
Indian title to the said reserved lands. 

“Second. In consideration of such efforts, co-operation, and 
services, on the part of the said Samuel Gordon, taithfully be- 
siowed ìn the premises, the said Heman B. Potter, on his part 
aad that cfhis aesociatea, agrees to pay, or cause to be paid, to 
the said Samuel Gordon, the sum of five thousand dollars, 
within three months after notice of the ratification by the Se- 
nate of the United States, ef a valid treaty between the said 
tribe and the owners of the said pre-emptive title or their 
trustees, hy which the right and title of the said [Indians shall 
he effectually seleased and extinguished in and ¢o the said re- 
served lands. 

“This agreement, on the partof said party of the first part, 
being expressly dependent upon a treaty to be made and rati- 


fied upon terma, conditions, and stipulations to be proposed and 
offered by the said party of the first part and his associates. 
H. B. POTTER, [u s.) 
SAMUEL GORDON, [L.s.] 


Witness : O. ALLEN. 
“Jt is understood and agreed that the sum ofone thousand dol- 
lars is to be added to the within contract. 
September 29, 19933. 
O. ALLEN, 
H. P. WILLCOX. 
Their are six other contracts of a similar cha- 
racter, which I will net take up the time of the Se- 
nate to read. These eight have lately come to 
light. How many are yet behind, undisclosed, 


time will tell. 


Here, Mr. President, we havea few illustrations, 
most Jiberal and honest and patriotic illustrations, 
of the means used by the agents of this land com- 
pany, and under the authority of the proprietors, 
to induce the leading and influential chiefs to sell 
the lands of their unwilling constituen’s. Here 
we see, under the very nose of our commissioner, 
and at the moment of commencing his negotiation, 
ostensibly for the purchase of their Green Bay 
lands, the sum of twenty-one thousand, siz hundred 
dollars in cash, besides leases, some for a term of 
years, sume for li'e, some daring occupancy, and 
one grant in fee simple, offered and promised in 
writing to eight leading and iafluential chiefs, by 
this land company, as rewards, or rather as bribes 
for serving this company faithfully, with their in- 
fluence in council, and in confidential interviews with 
the other Indians, so as to effect a treaty with the Go- 
vernment for their Green Bay lands, and ṣo as to 
effect a release and relinquishment of the Indian title 
to the proprietors of their reserved lands in the State 
of New York; and in case of success in these double 
negotretions, and in the event of their ratification by 
the Senate of the United States, then these bribes were 
to be consummated, and not otherwise. 

By these dark and midnight transactions, the 
order of things was to be curiously reversed. The 
emigrating party were to stay in New York upon 
their leases, and the non-em/grating party were to 
be transported beyond the Mississippi. And are 
these contracts denied? No, sir; they are unblush- 
ingly andshamelessly admitted and justified! They 
are admitted and justiticd by Seneca White, one of 
the chiefs, in favor of the treaty and of emigration, 
in his speech to the Secretary of War last August. 
They are admitted and justified by N. Strong, ano- 
ther chief in favor of the treaty and of emigration, 
in bis letter to the President, of the 9:h of last 
March. They are admitted by Orlando Allen, a 
white man, and one of the active agents of the land 
company, and justified, in his letter to the Presi- 
dent, of the 11th of last March. And pray what is 
the jast fication? 

Mr. Al'en fells us, in his testimony, which he 
communicated to the President last spring, “that 
he has understood (and believes the attempt was 
never made to conceal it) that provision was made 
for scme of the chiefs, in accordance wi:h all for- 
mer usages among the Senecas.” Yes, sir, Mr. 
Allen may well say he has understood that provi-ion 
was made for some of the chiefs; for I find this 
same Orlando Allen; who, under oath, speaks so 
doubtingly, as though by hearsay only, is a sub- 

` geribing witness to at least two of these contracts. 
Bat, as to his belief that there were no attempts 
paadé to conceal these contracts—contiacts which 
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were for secret influence and confidential services— 
we of the committee, who have travelled through 
this whole mass of testimony, will believe just as 
much of this part of his testimony as we please, and 
that is precious little of it, if any. While volun- 
tarily furnishing a part of his testimony for the be- 
nefit of the President, he would have done but an 
act of justice if he had given hiù, in addition, that 
part of iis testimony, taken on the same occasion, 
which was, ihat he was an agent cf the company, 
and directly interested in the success of the treaty— 
Mr. Allen assimilates these rewards, promised and 
given to these chiefs, in this underhanced and clan- 
destine manner, to the annvi'y given to Red 
Jacket, Corn Planter, and others. Sir, there is no 
similitude in these cases. What was.given to Red 
Jacket, Corn Planter,and to the others he has named, 
was given in open day, in the presence of the na- 
tion, and with the knowledge and approbation of 
theirtribes, But enough of all this, for the present 
at least. 

Sir, the Indians being thus tampered with, and 
prepared by bribes, in advance, for the cevasion, 
our commissioner entered upon the stage for the 
performance of his part of the drama. And, sir, 
not to be tedious, to pars over a thousand details, 
and to come at once to the result, I will inform the 
Senate that ovr commissioner, afer a protrac'ed 
negotiation, did actually succeed in purchasing for 
us the Green Bay lands. And he got these lands 
for us for the very trifling and frivolous considera- 


tion of $400,000 in cash, and 1,800,000 acres of | 


land, west of and adj ining the State of M ssouri. 
Here is a negotiation for you, which Iam satisfied 
that nothing but patience and perseveiance and 
skill and dexterity and adroitness, aided with good 
friends to “back h's suit withal,” ever could have 
achieved. This $400,000 in cash, 1,800,000 acres 
of land, is all that oar commis-ioner agreed to give 
for 435,000 acres of land at Green Bay, which five 
years previously we gave these Indians gratuitous- 
ly, and which gratuity they would neither move to, 
nor accept cf us as a present! 

Appended to this treaty .we find an ordinary 
deed of conveyance from the Tuscarcras to Ogden 
and Fellows, of al! their title to nineteen hundred 
and twenty acres of Jand; and frem the Senecas, 
a similar deed of conveyance to Ogden and Fel- 
lows of all their title tocne hundred and sixteen 
thousand acres of land, all lying in the State of 
New York, and some of it in the neighborhood of 
Baffalo, and making all together, from both tribes, 
in round numbers, about 118,000 acres of land, for 
which Ogden and Fellows agreed to pay the sum 
of about two hundred and e’even thousand dol- 
lars—not quite two dollars an acre. These deeds 
are honored with a preamble, and recite the impor- 
tant fact, that a treaty had been concluded between 
our commissioner and these Indians. These deeds are 
otherwise distinguished, by being approved, not only 


it probably was to approve them, but they were also 
approved of by oar commissioner, not as a witness, 
but in his, official eapacity—and what is still more 
remarkable, when this. treaty came to the Senate, 
in 1838, for ratification, these deeds came with it. 
Well, sir, what next occurred? The treaty was 
read in the Senate, was properly referred, and then 
your committee went to work upon it. They found 
it so essentially defective, that it was out of their 
power to recommend its ratification. The objec- 
tions to it were communicated, among others, to 
the Senators from New York. Some alterations in 
it were suggested by the War Department, and all 
agreed, without a dissenting voice in any quarter, 
s> far as I recollect, that it could not be ratified in 
the form in which it was executed. We amended 
it, and s> thoroughly, as to make nearly a new 
treaty out of i; and in these amendments the S2- 
nate concurred, and I believe with unanimity. 


While this treaty was before the committee, we 
heard many complaints from the Indians and 
others, against the treaty. Fraud, unfairness, and 
bribery, of which, at that time, we had no evidence, 
were charged; and it was stated that a majority of 
the chiefs neither approved of nor had signed the 
treaty, although from the preamble it purported to 
have been executed in council, and properly as- 
sented to, To guard these charges, the Senate 


by the superintendent of Massachusetts, whose duty. 
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adopted tke resolution of the llthcf June, 1838, 
which was recommended by the Committee on In 
dian Affairs, and which is 8s follows: 

“Provided always, and be ti further resolved, two thirds 
of the Senate present concurring, That the treaty shall have 
ho force er effect whatever, as it relates to any of said tribes, 
nations, or bands of New York Indians, nor shall it be under- 
stood that the Senate have assented to any of the contracts con- 
nected with it, until the same, with the amendments herein pro- 
posed, is submitted, and fully and fairly explained, by a com. 
missioner of the United States, to each of said tribes, or bands, 
separately assembledin council, and they have given their free 
and voluntary assent thereto; and if one or more of said tribes 
or bands, when consulted as aforesaid, shall freely assent to said 
treaty as amended, and to their contract connected therewith, it 
shall be binding and obligatory upon those so assenticg, although 
other or others of said bands or tribes may notgive their assent, 
and thereby cease to be parties thereto. Provided, further, 
That ifany portion or part of said Indians do not emivrate, the 
President shall retain a proper proportion of said sum of four 
hundred thousand dollars, and shall also deduct from the quan- 
tity of land allowed west of the Mississippi, such number of 
acres as wilt leave to each emigrant three hundred and twenty 
acres oniy.” 


Thus it appears that we sanctioned the treaty of 
the 15th of January, 1838, on the express condition 
that the treaty, as amended by ns, should be ap- 
proved ef by a majority of the chiefs of each tribe, 
separately assembled in open council, and alter it 
had been, by our commissioner, fairly and fully 
explained in open council, and by a majority of them 
freely and voluntarily a-sented to in open council. 

Well, sir, what next? With the treaty, as 
amended, our commissioner was once more de- 
spatched to his red brethren, with whem he had 
previously been so very successful, to obtain their 
assent to the treaty in its amended form. He re- 
ceived his instructions onthe 9th of July, 1838, 
and was at his post in the month of August follow- 
ing. He succeeded in obiaining the assentof all the 
tribes but the Senecus. These he found, as usual, 
a little refractory. He met them in council on the 
17th of August, in a council house he had built for 
the purpose; and as many of the’chiefs were ab- 
sent, he, at the’ request of the Indians, adjourned 
the council for three days. On his return on the 
20th, he found his council house burnt down —the 
work of an incendiaiy. He built him another, and 
then fully and fairly explained the treaty and the 
amendments made to it by the Senate. He found 
the Senecas decided, not upen the subject of sell- 
ing us the Green Bay lands, but upon the subject 
of emigration, which to us was a malter of no 
conzequence. He gives us the decisions in the 
tribe, ina very minute and satisfactory manner. 
He then tells us that 

“It will be recollected that atthe time of making the original 
treaty, providing new homes for these Indians at the West, and 
the means of removing and subsisting them, that another treaty 
was signed between this tribe andthe pre-em ption owners, un- 
der the supervision of a superintendent from Massachusetts, 
conveying the Indian rights to their several reservations in New 
York. That treaty of sale was ratified by the Governor and 
Council of Massachusetts. At the late council, it was the sale 
under thia treaty, and not the advantages secured under the one 
negotiated by me, that formed the principal subject of conside- 
ration. The Governmenttreaty was generally conceded to be 
liberal and advantageous; still there appeared to be a settled 
purpose on the part of some to misrepresent the value of the 


advantages secured under it, as one means of defeating the 
other. 


Here, Mr. President, we have the whole story, 
fresh, fall, and comp'ete, from the lips of our frank 
and candid commissioner. It twas the sale to the land 
company, brought about, as I have shown you, 
by bribery and corruption, that bas occasioned the 
failure of our commissioner in perfecting, from 
this tribe, the purchase- of their Green Bay land. 
Our treaty, he tells us, was considered liberal and 
advantageous, and with it no fault was found, and, 
I confess, it would have been passingly strange 
to me, if there had been any objec‘ions to it. 

And now let me esk, if our real object had been 
to purchase the Green Bay land, why was out 
treaty embarrassed -by negotiating with them for 
their removal beyond the Mississ'ppi? Why 
not let them remain? they are not in our way. 
Weare not bound, in any manner that I know of, 
to purchase their lands for these pre-emptioners. 
What have they done for “the State” that we 
shou'd give them a million or so of dollars, in cash 
and land, to aid them in their speculations. Sir, 
our commissioner desired honor, and glory, and 
promotion; and he was taught to believe, and no 
doubt truly, that if, by negctiation, he could suc- 
ceed in getting those Indians out of New York and 
over the Mississippi, at the expense of the 
United States, thai glory, and honor, and promo- 
tion would be his reward. 
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Sir, the Green Bay lands, if ever the subject of 
serious discussion at any time, were all along con- 
sidered but a trifling matter with either the Indians 
or our negotiator. But I proceed, for I have yet, 
sir, a good deal of ground to travel over. 

The commissioner tells us, that, “at an early pe- 
riod of the council, that Marius B. Pierce, then an 
opponent of the treaty, ia public council proposed 


to. me the following questions:” 

“1, Ifthe amendments of the treaty were not now assented to, 
whether I could adjourn the council; and whether, if not ad- 
iourued, it could he again convened? 

“2, Whether the Senate could recede from its amendments? 

“ was algo asked, at about the same tin.e, by others in coun: 
cil, whether the deed to the pre-emptive purchasers, being ra- 
tified by the Governor and Counci! of Massachusetts, was obli- 
gatory upon the nation, without further action on the part of 
the nation? Also, whether the Senate of the United States had 
any lega jurisdiction over the subject?’ 


To those questions the commissioner declined | 


giving any answer; and as he has not condescended 
to tellus why these questions were asked, I will 
endeavor to supply his omissions as I feel myself 
able to do, from the testimony before us. The 
first question was asked tecause the opponents of 
the treaty then had a majority in courcil against 
the treaty, and were able to vote it down, and he 
was apprehensive that the commissioner might 
keep adjourning the council from day to day, until 
a majority might be got in some way or other to 
assent to the treaty. He and his friends were then 
neglecting their private affairs; were poor, wi hout 
money, and depended for their bread upon their 
daily labor. They wanted- to see the coun- 
cil closed, that they might go home; they were 
unwilling that the council should be kept open any 
longer, or convened again, -after it was closed. 
These were Pierce’s reasons for asking the first 
question. 

He asked the second, because he had been told, 
asan inducement for their agreeing to the treaty, 
thatthe Senate would, if necessary, recede from its 
amendments, and that the ueaty would be ratified 
as originally made, and then, in that event, they 
would lose the rewards and life-leases, &c. which 


they then had it within their power to obtain from. 


their friends, the generous and’ liberal minded pre- 
emptioners. : 

The third question was asked, because they were: 
told the New York Jand was gone at any.rate— 
that their deeds had been appruved by the Gover- 
nor and Council of Massachuset's. The commis- 


sioner also declined answering this question; but” 


afterwards, “learning that General D-aitboin had, 
expressed a different opinion,” (from that expressed 
by the head of the Indian bureau, and by Mr.. 
Ward, a clerk of that bureav,) “I informed the 
council of it, and. General Dearborn gave Go- 
vernor Everett’s reasons for his opinions. The ln- 
dians were then left to form their own conclusions. 
on the question of title and probable action of the 
Senate. I then informed the Indians that, if the in- 
terests of the Indians required it, I believed I had. the 
Tight, and should adjourn the council to some fu- 
tore day.” Yes, sir; and he did adjourn the coun- 
eit. The opinions of Governor Everett, respecting 
the validity of the sale, produced this result. The 
pre-emptioners could no longer frighten them “with 
the scarecrow” that their lands were gone. This 
being the case, it became necessary for the pre-. 
emptioners to change their mode of attack; and 
time was necessary to agree: upon the modus ope- 
randi: and therefore the council was adjourned. 
‘The next entertainment we have of the commis- 

sioner is as follows: 

_ “Learning from tha discussions in council, that many de- 
sired to remain longer than five years.on their reservations, I 
induced the agent of the pre-emptive owners, on the 26th of 
September last to authorize me in writing, to say to the coun- 
cii that he would, oa behalf of the. Pre-einptive purchasers, 
agmo to allow them to occupy their farming: lands ten, instead’ 
of five years. His proposition is marked No. 20. This offer 
did notas was anticipated, produce unanimity of feeling. 
Some said it was their desire to remain for their lives: bat that 
they were willing others might remove if they. choss to doso. 
In connection with General Dearborn, I requested the ‘agent to 
offer life leases, free of rent, to all who chose to remain. His’ 
offer to dogo is marked. No 31. : Without consulting with a: 
single individual, a chief in the opposition, by the name of 
Israel Jemis N, res3 and stated that he was authorized to eay 
that the opposition unanimously declmed the proposition.’ 
Knowing thatno one had authorized him to speak on a subject. 
but that moment named in council, 1 did_not consider his state- 
ment entitled to any respect. No one of the opposition rising 
to set him right in such atase of palpable falsehood, T became: 
ratiafied of the truth of the allegation so often. made, that many 
dare nat speak their minda in council, and that compulsion 
was ead 10 prevent chiefy from signing.’ 


He talks of fear and compulsion! Why should 
they fear? Why should Indian warriors manifesta 
timidity which, in a virtuous cause, would disgrace 
even their squaws? They fear because they are in 
a minority, and know they are doing, from base and: 
mercenary considerations, what a majority of their 
people disapprove of. Their fear is but the palpa- 
ble evidence of a guilty heart! An honest man, 
red or white, fears nothing! Cowardice and trem- 
bling are the attributes of a guilty conscience! 

He tel!s us that— 

“Immediately after communicating and explaming the offer 
of life leases to all who desired them, I presented the manuscript 
copy of the amended treaty, to which I had attached a written 
assent. Iinformed the council that those who chose to do so 
could sign it there, and those woho. from fear, or other cause,pre- 
ferred signing at my room in presence of mysel!, the superin- 
tendent from Massachusetts, the agent, and such other persons as 
might be present might do so. I then recéived sixteen signatures, 
and subsequently at my room, in presence of General Dearborn,’ 
thirtcen, and two other signatures at the rooms of chiefs who 
were too unwell to attend council, making ino all thirty-one 
chiets,” ; ; : 

Yes, sir, with all the bribery I have previously 
alludet to, with life leases, free of rent, for all whe 
chose to stay, embracing the whole tribe, we yet find 


the commissioner unable to get, in open council, as - 


he was required to do by the resolution of the llth 
June, 1838, but sixteen signatures of assent, out of 
eighty-one, to the amended treaty; and, in addition 
to these sixteen, he obtained afterwarcs, not in 
council, but at his private lodgings, the signatures of 
assent of thirteen more, and at their own residence 
the signatures of two others, making, in all, but 
thirty-one, obtained, as before stated, cut of eigbty- 
one chiefs belorging to the Seneca nation. Find- 
ing this to be the case, he then, oa the 2d of Octo- 
ber, after Jaboring, if not praying and fasting, for 
upwards of forty days in the wilderness with the 
heathens, he informed the agent of pre-emp'ioners, 
(not the Indians with whom he was negotiating, ) 
“That he should adjourn the council, as there seemed to be 
no more disposed to sign the assent. A question having been 
raised, (he tells us) whether the aszent had been sufficiently 
signed or not, (that is, whether thirty-one, ifthere had been no 
objection to the munner of obtainiog their signatures, was a ma- 
jority of eighty-one,) he (the agent of the land company) desired 
me to adjourn to a future day, and that, in the meantime, I 
could report to you.” ; i 


He adjourned the Council to the 15th of No- 


vember. ; 

“On adjourning the council, I read them a talk, which is- 
marked No. 39. The Indians who are opposed to emigration 
didnotobject to this adjournment, and, in making it, I did 
what I thought dueto them and tothe purchasers. If theas- 
sentis not sufficiently signed, it may be doneat a future day, 
and the emigration party, who have listened to the advice of 
the Govetnment, may be saved from: the oppression which’ 
would otherwise await them.. If there were not signatures 
sufficient to meet your approbation, and it should turn out that 
the legal title isin the parchakers, then’ the condition of: the 
Senecas would be deptorable. They wouid be-withnut a home, 
though.one had.been:freely offeredto them.” se 

Poor Senecas! how stubborn and st ff-necked 
they are! Why will they not listen to the pathetic. 
advice of the Government, so eloquently deiivered, 
and save themselves from oppression? Why will 
they not see that if it should so happen that. the title 
to their lands is vested in the, purchasers, how de- 
plorable will be their condition? Why. will they not 
see (what no one else but the commissioner could 
perceive) that ifthe treaty should not be assented 
to, that they would be withuut a home—without 
even their Geen Bay lands, which they refuse to. 
sellus? Whatiasanity! How. uoreasonable they 
are in desiring to retain their, ancestral homes’ 
and fires des! How cruel and bard-hearted they. 
are, in refu:ing to gratify the humene and beneno-. 
lent, and. Indian-loving, and God-serving pre emp- 
tioners! Oh, Senecas! Senecas!'! How you asto-. 
nish your grey-headed fathers of the Senate! © _ 

Mr. President, we now find our. commissioner 
laying aside his poetry and his predictions, aod 
talking mathematically. After stating the number. 
of chiefs who signed the treaty, and their manner of 
signing il, he then puts the question to the Secreta- 
ry of War to know if it be necessary to have the 
assent of all the chiefs upon the reservation. 

“Tf so [he saya] it was not sufficiently signed in my presence. 
[And he might have added it was still less suficienily in open 


council, as it was required to be done by the Senate’s resolu- 


tion.) ‘If not, need it be signed by more than a majority of all 
who, at any time, attended the council. [He.then reminds us. 
of what we would not, otherwise probably have thought of, 


| that] this is what is usually requiréd in legislauive bodies, and 


reasoning fronranalogy,the assent ip sufficiently sigaed, - If 
it requiresa majoriiy of ali who may have been, from timé to- 
time, for short, periods, at council, it is not in my power to give’ 
you the necessary facts whereorto.detide.” eee 


. Now, sir,our most worthy commissioner, (who. 


t 
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is an ex-member of Congress, and who, on that 
account, should be presumed to be familiar with 
the proceedings of deliberative bodie3,) has lost 
sight of one very important point in his analogy, 
which is, that the official acts of members of Con- 
gress, out of their respective houses, (alias, the 
councils,) are nugatory. Does he not know that if 
members of Congress were to sign their assent to 
the passage of bills, or if Senators io the ratifica- 
tion of treaties, at their private rooms or lodgings, 
as this Indian assent (in part) was signed, that it 
would be nugatory, nonsensical, and unconstitu- 
tional? I leave the question io himself to answer. 
Speaking of analogies, I will go a litle farther, and 
as he has said it better than I can say it, I will 
avail my:e f of the remarks of Gov. Everett upon 
this subject: 


“The treaty making power [says the Governor] is granted by 
the Constitution in general terms. No modification of its exer- 
cise, in reference to Indian tribes, is recognised, as it would cer- 
tainly be unconstitutional for the President of the United States 
to attempt to treat with individual members of any foreign 

tate or Government, (not duly authorized to represent auch 
body,) or to attempt to obtain the ratification of a treaty by 
means of the assent of individuals of the Senate, not duly as- 
sembled and acting as such.” “I remain of opinion that the 
constitutionality of attempting to obtain the assent of individual 
Indian chiefs to the amended treaty, in the mauner in question, 
is doubtful.” ; 

Sir, were ever these old, safe, rational, and sa- 
lutary rules dispensed-wi h by our Government, in 
treating with any nation, foreign or domestic, civi-, 
lized or savage? I know of no dispensation of 
those time-honored and customary forms’ in any 
case whatever. I hold, thatif it be necessary to 
treat at all, that we should treat according to the 
ordinary and constitutional forms. i 

The commissioner concludes his report by telling: 
us, what we could well have imagined, that all ihe 
expenses cf the amended treaty had been defrayed: 
by the United States; and thinks if any further ex-. 
penses are to be iucusred, that the pre-emption pur- 
chasers should pay their part of tt. He ought to 
have said the whole of it, as it would all be for their 
private benefit. ; ane: 

The report of General Dearborn to General 
Everett corresponds, in the main, with that of Mr. 
Gillett, and therefore I shall not be consi‘ered, I 
hope, as treating that able State paper with disre- 
spect, if I dispose of it very briefly. 

General Dearborn tells us that, r 

“ Among the numerous and very cogent reasons which were 
urged hy the commissioner for inducing the Indians to assent to. 
the amended treaty, during the progress of the long protracted’ 
deliberations, he observed that he had been directed by the offi. 
cer at the head ofthe bureau of the Indian Department, to state, 
as his opinion, that the contract of the Indians for the salė of. 
theft right of possession to the Ogden company wae complete, 
and might be carried info effect, whather the treaty with the: 
United States was ratified or not. ; 

“ As this was the only statement made by the commiasiener to 
which I did not fully concur, I informed the chiefs it becamie my 
duty to announce to them that the Governor of Massachueetts 
entertained a different view of.the subject; and was authorized 
to state, that. unless the amendments made to the treaty were: 
assented to, he considered the contracts, for the eale of their 
right of posgession, null and void; but that he did not undertake, 
peremptorily, to decide a question ofsuch great importance; that 
it was one which required the most grave and deliberate con- 
sideration, and must ultimately be referred to the highest judi- 
cial tribunals of the country, if it should be insisted un by the 
pre-emptionere. — . . : 

“It was, therefore, for the chiefs to determine how, far their 
decision was to be influenced hy the doubtful position tit which; 
the subject was placed, from these conflicting opinionas i 
they should reject the treaty, and the contracta for the sale of 
their reservations were declared binding, they would be left 
without a home.” 


This disclosure needs no comment. The unfair- 
ness and reprehensibility, on the part of the com-. 
missioner, of the use of such terrible and un- 
sound arguments tothe ignorant Senecas, is obvious 
to all. ‘The General also tells us, that 


“The commigsioner was induced to afford the last named ace. 
commodation, in consequence of having been informed that 
there were several chiefs who were in favor of emigration, but: 
were afraid to sign the treaty publicly, as they had been threats’ 
ened with fatal conaequences if they did. Totimitation bas 
been extensively used by the leaders and their partisans in tre 
opposition, for the purpose of defeating the wishes ofthese whe 
are desirousof removing to the West. .The.commirsioner. was 
informed by the chiefs of the ‘Puscaroras, that threats had been 
pent to them from the Tonawanda reservation, to deter them 
romratifying the treaty. 2 tage Bee E Aes : 

“It had been repeatedly representad, during the gis pea 
and the presen‘; that theré were a number of Indians, Kol pé 
cially among the aged, who were desirous to remain antec, bes 
who.ofien pbseryed:-‘ Les the young go tothe new couniry, & 

5 ish, but we are too old to begin, 
yond the great river, if they w d die where we have 
new ratablshments; we had: rather live and die tei Bi 
Ea Jong resid eå on the: “and. of dur fathers’ To obviate this 


chisdtion: yatification treaty, the commissioncr Te 
uone Aho re plied that they should offer to give 


sate Cor: A anaE wnt to auch Indians as were-anxious to 
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teman, and I concurred in opinion as to the propriety of that 
measure, believing that it would nut only be just towards the 
Indians, but considered as beneficent, magnanimous, and libe- 
ral on their part, let the result be what it may; that I considered 
it important it should be done in open council, and made gene- 
yal in its operation, to preclude every ground of complaint or 
miatepresentation. 

The pre-emptive agents having been finally induced to adopt 
that measure, a communication was made to the commissioner, 
for carrying it into effect, which he laid before the assembled 
chiefs itamediately after he had concluded his remarks on the 
method in which the assent was to be given to the treaty. 

“One of thechiefs, in behalf of those in the opposition, then 
rese and stated, that they did not desire to avail themselves of 
the offer which had just been made by the pre-emptive owners; 
and observed that they wished the council might be kept open, 
after thoes had signed the treaty who were present, as they de- 
sired to execute, in the presence of the commissioner of the 
United States and superintendent of Massachusetts, a written 
declaration of their dissent. The commissioner replied that 
he was not authorized to authenticate any document other than 
euchashehad been specially directed to submit for their consi- 
deration, and_ therefore could not with propriety keep the 
council open for the purpose which had been stated. i 

“| was then reminded by another chief of the opposition 
party, that I had informed them on the opening of the council, 
although I was not instructed to advise them eitherto remain 
where they were or to emigrate to the Indian Territory in the 
‘West, I had been sent there by the Governor of Massachusetts 
to see that impartial justice was Aone to the Seneca nation of 
Indians, and that I had observed, on another eccasion, I should 
not be deterred by the flash of the tomahawk or the crack of 


the rifle in the independent and honest discharge of my duty; | 
and as I shoul’ be a witness to such of the chiefs as were In fa- | 


vor of emigration, who signed the treaty, ‘MY HEAD WOULD NOT 
BE STRAIGHT’ unless Lalso verified their proceedings; 


asked me if I would remain for that purpose 


“I answered, that I considered it my duty to comply with all 
proper requests, from any portion of the Seneca Indians. so far . 
that I should, with great plea- : 


agit was in my power to do so; 


sure, remain and witness the signatures to the declaration : 
which it was proposed to execute, after the commissioner of 
i 


the United States retired froin the council house. 


“as many of the emigration chiefs were absent, only ‘sixteen | 


names were affixed to the treaty, in council, on the ult.; 
and immediately after the adjournment, the written declaration 
of the chiefs opposed to emigration was produced and signed in 
my A aia Te 

ere we find that our commissioner refused to 
receive the list of the names of the dissenting 
chiefs, or what they called their protest, which was 
tendered him in open council. But General Dear- 
born, who is a military man—a man of mettle— 
who is not, as he informs us, to be “deterred from 
a faithful discharge of his duty by the flash of the 
tomahawk or the crack of the rifle,” did receive 
and witness this dissent, or protest; and he forward- 
ed it, according to the request of the Senecas, to 
Governor Everett. This protest contained the 
names of sizty chiefs, out of eighty-one, and is to 
be found in our printed document, at page 174. 
Here ends my review of the reports of Messrs. 
Gillet and Dearborn, upon their first embassy. 
They had another, which I will briefly dispose of; 
but, before doing so, it will be necessary to notice 
the official action of the head of the Indian bu- 
Teau, upon our commissionet’s report. Let us 
now see how Mr. Crawford viewed this- matter. 
Mr. Crawford says, in bis letter to the Secretary of 


War, of the 29th of October, 1838: 

“The only difficulty in the way of regarding the acts of the 
Indiana as meeting the resolution of the Senate, that appears to 
me insuperable, concerns the assent reported to have been 
given by the Senecas. There are in this band seventy-eight 
chiefs. The assent of sixteen was obtained in council, of 
thirteen at the room of. the commissioner, and of two 
others at their own quarters, making thirty-one; and, since 
the arrival of Mr. Gillet in Washington, he has received 
the written assents of five more, properly authenticated, mak- 
ing an aggregate of thirty-six. The commissioner reports that 
not more than sixty-one chiefs attended the council at one time, 
and that thirty-six is more than one-half of the number of chiefs 
that probably gave their attendance in council at all the meet- 
ings; two of the chiefs, it is said, hold a questionable authority, 
and two have removed from the country. Js this an assent of 
the tribe by the chiefs? The authority of the band resides in all 
the chiefs; and although uniformity in their views can scarcely 
be expected, at least a majority of the chiefs, not of those who 

appeared in council, but of all upon the reservation, it strikes 
should consent to conatitute the “free and voluntary as- 
sent” of the tribe. Deduct the two whe, it is represented, 
exercise a doubtful authority, and the two who have removed, 
and seventy-four chiefs of the Senecas remain, of whom, in- 
cluding the five whose assents were not attached to the modified 
treaty, but transmitted by mait, and we have thirty-six only. 
The last five, in my opinion, cannot be reckoned; but I have 
not noted more particularly the defective manner of their as- 
seming, because it was, in the view taken, unimportant. Per- 
haps, too, it was intended by the Senate that they should 
consent in council. Mr. Gillet states in his report thata printed 
copy of the treaty and amendments waa handed him, to which 
was affixed the signatures of thirty-five chiefs and one hundred 
and seventeen warriors, declaring their assent thereto. This 
writing is dated six days before the assent in council was 
obtained, preceded, as I presume, the full explanations of 
the commissioner, and, although witnessed by James Str ker, 
United States sub-agent, and H. P. Wilcox, and no doubt 
fairly obtained, (for it embraces the names affixed to the assent 
prepared by Mr. Gillet, and four additional ones,) can scarcely, 
it seems to me, be considered as within the intent of the Se- 
mate.’ If, however, you should think differently, the four chiefs 
added to the whole number first mentioned, would give forty 
assenting chiefs out of sevonty-eight, Even if the legal right 


and then ; 


was as clear the one way as it appears to be the other, would it 
be expedient to att upon it? The Senecas are evidently divided 
into two very nearly equal parties, the one for and the other 
against the treaty, splitting on the subject of emigration, which 
is much to be regretted. Their own true interest and the liberal 
views of the Government they do not comprehend, and how- 
ever desirable it is that they shouid leave New York, which 
would be the probable, but not the necessary consequence of 
the ratificction of the treaty, one-half of them appear to be 
otherwise determined for the present. The report and accom- 
panying papers show that much excitement prevails among 


them on the subject, and makes it too certain that but for bad 
advice they would accede tothe proposed terms, which perhaps 
a renewed application might find them willing to do. or this 
last purpose the door is still open, as the council was adjourn- 
ed to the 15th of November next.” 

This letter of Mr. Crawford construes, and po 
perly construes, the Senate’s resolution of the lith 
June, 1838. Having submitted his letter to the 
Secretary advised upon the subject, and gave Mr. 
Crawford instructions for future operations, and 
these instructions Mr. Crawford embodied in his 
letter to Mr. Gillet, of the 30th of October, 1838, 


and which is as follows, viz: 

“Sır: Your report and the treaty with the New York In- 
dians, assented to as amended in the Senate of the United 
Slates, have been submitted to the Secretary of War. He is 
of opinion that the consent of a majority of all the Seneca 
chiefs must he obtained, but that, as you have heretofore met 
the requirement of the Senate, by full explanations to them in 
council, you may proceed to the Seneca reservations, and 
there obtain the assent of such Indians as have not hereto- 
Jore given it. 

“You are accordingly authorizedand requested, at your ear- 
liest convenience, to proceed to the Seneca reservation in New 
York, and to carry out the above views. Your service among 
the people qualifies you fully for the discharge of this duty, 
and gives assurance of its fair, honest, and capable perform- 


ce. 
“Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
T HARTLEY CRAWFORD. 
“Hon. R. H. GILLET, now at Washington.” 


Here we have, sir, what I consider a false step in 
this negotiation, which was not warranted by the 
resolution of the 11thof June, 1838, nor sanctioned 
by usage or sound policy,§ in making treaties with 
any nation or Indian tribe whatever. Here, sir, is 
the red book, which contains all of our Indian trea- 
ties from the earliest period to the present day, and 
I boldly challenge any Senator to show me in it a 
single treaty ever made by us with an Indian tribe, 
which was not made with them in council, or else 
by delegates, duly authorized by the council to 
make such treaty. Sir, the McIntosh treaty, 
which was made at the Indian Spring, in Geor- 
gia, forms no exception to the principle I have 
here laid down. That treaty purported to have 
been made in council, and to have been assented by 
a majority of the chiefs, and to have been agreea- 
ble to a majority of the Creeks. These impor- 
tant, and leading, and controlling facts, were 
vouched for and asserted by our commissioner, on 
that occasion, in his report. Relying upon the 
truth of that statement, the Senate ratified that 
treaty—and what followed? MclIntosh was mur- 
dered, and his followers were driven, for refuge 
and safety, out of the Creek nation into the white 
settlements. President Adams refused to carry 
that treaty into effect; and, at the following session 
of Congress, laid the facts of that treaty before the 
Senate—and what did the Senate do with it? The 
Senate investigated it, and, finding it had been 
made by aminority of the chiefs, and by bribery 
and unfair means, the Sei ate declared it null and 
void; and yet, sir, wilh a knowledge of the pro- 
ceedings of the Senate upon that treaty, we find, by 
Mr. Crawford’s instructions to Mr. Gillet, which I 
have just read,that our commissioner was authorized 
to proceed, for a third time, to the Seneca reserva- 
tion, and there obtain “the assent of» such Iadians 
as had not heretofore given it.” l 

This mode of hun'ing up Indians, and of getting 
‘their signatures, out of council, in the woods, or any 
where, wheresoever they may be found, seems not 
to have been very cordially approved of by Gene- 
ral Dearborn; and upon ascertaining this fact, we 
find Mr. Crawford addressing another letter to Mr. 
Gillett, of the 19th of November, 1838, in which 
he says: “ The instructions given you when here, 
it seems to me, would justify your assembling of the 
Senecas, should you deem it necessary. But to re- 
move any doubt, I am directed by the Secretary 
of War to say, that if General Dearborn desires it, 
you are authorized, at your discretion, „to held such 
} council.” 

Here we find ita matter of doubt whether Mr. 
Gillets instructions would authorize him to con- 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Treaty with the New York Indians—Mr. Sevier. 


Secretary of War, containing his opinions, &c.the |. 


Mar. 1840. 
Senate. 


vene a council, and is stated that he is not to con- 
vene the council, unless General Dearborn should de- 
sire it, and not even then, unless at his discretion. 
And he never did convene the council, although it 
will be remembered that, on the 20th of October 
previous, the commissioner had not closed the 
council which he was then holding, but had pub- 
licly adjourned it to the 15th of November. This 
public pledge, which we find studiously violated, 
seems to have given the parties concerned in it no 
sort of uneasiness, or to have needed any sort of 
apology. This violation of a public pledge by a 
duly authorized commissioner, is justified, though 
not avowed, on the ground, I suppose, that we are 
not bound, according to modern ethics, to keep faith 
with heretics or infidels; and we are called upon, 
as the high priests of the United States, on the 
alleged, but fallacious, pretext of expediency, to 
endorre this code of morality. 

Mr. Gillet says, in his report upon this mission, 
that “he visited such places on the reservations as he 
was desired to by any of the chiefs. Eight of the 
signatures were received at his room in Buffalo— 
one at his former lodgings at Buffalo creek, and one 
at the residence of the sub-agent.” These ten, add- 
ed to the thirty-one before received, makes forty- 
one altogether, which isa majority of one, and then 
he insists that the treaty had been assented to; if 
not according to the resulution of the Senate, it was 
assented to according to the instructions of the War 
Dep:rtment. 

General Dearbern’s report, in the main, varies 
but little from that of Mr. Gillett. He states, how- 
ever, that he thought there ought to have been a 
council, but seems to have acquiesced in the other 
mode, as Mr. Gillett showed him the instructions 
he had received of Mr. Crawford of the 13th of Oc- 
tober, by which he considered himself prohibited from 
calling aceuncil. Itis denied that Mr. Gillett said 
any thing to General Dearborn about his subsequent 
instructions of the 12th of November, 1838. As Mr. 
Gillett no doubt intended to avail himself of the 
discretion these instructions gave him, and finding the 
pliant New Englander acquiescing in his views of 
expediency, he never did inform General Dearborn 
of those instructions. General Dearborn, in his 
letter to Gov. Everett of the 19th January Jast, says, 
he never saw or heard of the instructions of Mr. Craw- 
ford to Mr. Gillett of the 12th of November, 1838, and 
yet the credulous General, after he had found out 
the existence of such secret instructions some time 
after the negotiation was ended, and after the whole 
proceedings were published, seems to take no of- 
fence at the circomstance, but states that he be- 
lieves (a belief, to say the least of it, which shows 
on his part, a marvellous credulity) that his not 
seeing those instructions was undesigned and acci- 
dental. ; 

Mr. Crawford, in his letter to the Secretary of 
War of the 15th of January, 1839, upon the sub- 
ject of the last reports of Mr. Gillett and General 
Dearborn, says: 

“That ten additional assents had been obtained, but that two 
of which are not manifested, by the party appearing and sign 
ing in person. The reasons given for their not appearing and 
signing in person the treaty as modified, are, that one of them 
was absent, and the other prevented from doing so by the acts 
of chiefs opposed to the treaty.” ; 

These are important details, and are not to be 
found in the printed report of Mr. Gillett, before 
whom these transactions occurred, and which pro- 
bably accounts for the fact that several of the 
chiefs, whose signatures appear to the treaty, deny 
ever signing or assenting to the treaty, or of a 
rizing any other person to do so for them. I say im- 

portant, because it will. be observed that those tw0, 
signing by attorney, constitute what is claimed as2 
majority of the chiefs. Mr. Crawford concludrs 
his letter by submitting the treaty, signed in the 
manner we have seen, by forty-one chiefs, for the 
consideration of the Secretary of War. ; 

The Secretary of War reports upon this treaty to 
the President, of the 19th January, 1839, and re- 
commends the Presi-lent to submit it to the Senate. 
Here let me remark, that the President is autho- 
rized by the terms of the resolution of the Senate of 
the Ith of June, 1838, to promulge this treaty, 
without agsin consulting the Senate atoat it 
whenever he is satisfied that it has been assented to 
according to the true meaning and intent of the re 
solution of the 11th of June, 1838. The Presiden 


Mar. 1840. 
26TH ConG......18t SESS. 


deemed it advisable, for reasons set forth ia his 
message to the Senate of the ist January, 
1339, -not to promulge this treaty, but he 
submitted it again for our advice. By do- 
ing so, he has shown that our confidence 
bad not been misplaced. He has shown, most 
abundantly, that though he appreciated the wishes 
and interests of New York and of Massachusetts, 
that he was, at the same time, Rot disposed to 
gratify even those two i t 
pense and sacrifice of the just claims of even a 
small fragment of wretched and miserable Indians. 
He had the power to speak but a single word,’ and 
close up this controversy forever. But, sir, he wisely 
ferred adhering to the immutable and eternal 
principles of justice, to the pecuniary gains of 
Massachusetts or New York; he preferred preserv- 
ing, with scrupulous fidelity, our national charac- 
ter, and honor and honesty, to the contemptible 
spoils and laurels which might be gathered in 
triamphiag, by forced and unlawful means, over 
a handfal of ignorant savages. Sir, he resisted 
importanities, and refused to promulge the treaty, 
and sent it back to the Senate, to his impartial 
constitutional advisers, for their considerat‘on. 
And how did the Senate dispose of it? Let the 
report of the Committee on Indian Affairs of the 
last re sion, and of the resolution of the 2d of 
March last, founded upon that report, answer the 
question, What is the reselation of the 2d of 
‘March? ' 
t Resolved, That whenever the President of the United States 
shall be satisfied thatthe assent of the Seneca tribe of Indians 
bees given to the amended treaty of June 11, 1838, with the 
New York Indians, according to the true intent and meaning 
of the resolution of the Senate of the llth June, 1838, the Se- 
nate recommend that the President make proclamation of said 
treaty, and carry the same into effect.” 

Sir, we adopted that resolution for the purpose 
of giving the parties interested another opportunity, 
which they desired, to get the treaty assented to by 
the Senecas. This was done on the 2d of March, 
the day before we adjourned the last Congress. 

Oa the 7th of that month, four days after the 
adjournment, and before the treaty’ we had thus 
disposed of had te‘t the Secretary’s office, so far as 
I know, but certainly before it had left the War 
Depastment, we find Nath. T. Strong, a Seneca 
chief, in a letter to the President, misrepresenting 
the views and proceedings of the Senate upon that 
treaty, and arging him to ratify it. On the 9th of 
March, we find Mr. Allen, the agent of the land 
company, of whom I have before spoken, in his 
letter to the President, urging him to ratify the 
treaty, which the Senate had refused to do, but 
seven days before. He furnishes the President the 
same list of chiefs we had had before us, which he 
contended was a majority of the Senecas. 

On the llth, we find Mr. Wilcox, another pro- 
minent individual throughout the whole of this 
long protracted negotiation, in his letter to the Pre- 
tident, urging him to ratify the treaty, and endors- 
ing the truth of Allen’s statement relative to the 
number of chiefs. 

On the Lith, we find Mr. Stryker, the sub-agent, 
in his letter to the President, furnishing a list of the 
chiefs, with the same view. 


On the 4th of April, we have a letter to the Pre- 
sident, from tae Ogden and company, with the 
same view; and on the 6th of March, two days 
afier we adjourned, we fiad that two of our brother 
Senators, Messrs. Tatumapcx and NoRvELL, fure 
nished to this same Mr. Alles, for the purpose of 
showing (what:they no deubt believed, and for 
which | attach no blame) that the requirements of 
the Senate, by the re: o'ution of the 11th of June, 
1838, that the treaty should be assented to in open 
- council, was dispensei with by the resolution of 

` the 2d of March. I can only say that that was not 
my understanding of the resolution of the 2d of 
March. Whatis thatresolution? The resolution 
of the 24 of March authorized the President to 
make proclamation of the Seneca treaty when@er 
he should be satisfied that the amended treaty had 
been assented to, according to the true intent and 
meaning of the resolution of the 11th of June, 1838 
And how was that resolution of the ilih of June 
construed? Let the report of the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs answer. And how was it construed 
by the commissioner, and by the War Department, 


powerful States, at the ex- | 
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until it was found expedient for them to give it a 


different construction? Let the history of this nego- 


tiation, which the published documents fully fur- 
nish, answer the question. How was it construed 


by the President? Let his message of the Mth of 
January last answer the question. 


Construing these resolutions as we did, the Pre- 


tident refused to promulge the treaty, notwithstand- 
ing all the efforts made to induce him to do so. He 
despatched the Secretary of War, last August, to 


Baffalo, for the purpose of submitting the amended 
treaty to the Senecas, containing the views of the 
Senate, as re-aifirmed by the resolution of the 2d 
March. He convened a council for this purpose, 
and what was the result? The Secretary has given 
us nothing but the speeches of himself, of Gene- 
ral Dearborn, of the agent, and of the Indian 
chiefs, for and against the treaty. But the Presi 
dent, in the message of the 14th of January last, 
transmitting this treaty again, and for the third 
time, to the Senate, for ratification, has given us 
the result of the Secretary’s negotiation in three 
italicised lines, (multum in parvo,) which is, that 
‘mo advance towards oblaining the assent of the Sene- 
cas to the amended trealy, in council, was made, nor 
can a majority of them, in council, be now obtained.” 
I have now, sir, endeavored to give the Senate a 
fall and impartial, though I fear a tedious, history 
of what I consider the imporiant points of this 
whole matter, from the begianing up to this day; 
and in doing so, [have based my statements upon 
the official published documents emanating from 
the public agents and officers of the Government. 
I have not relied, because such testimony, however 
unjustly, in some instances, might be cavilled at, 
upon Indian statements and Indian affidavits. Nor 
have I relied, for any thing I have said, upon the 
written statements of the Quakers, who are viewed 
by some gentlemen as officious intruders and inter- 
meddlers in this affair—not because I do not consi- 


_der their statements as entitled to the fullest belief, 


but because I have not found such reliance neces- 
sary. 

Now, sir, having wholly failed, af.er two years 
of expense and trouble, of trials and tribulations, 
backed by the potent infiuence of New York and 
Massachusetts, and ef the active members of ihe land 
company and tbeir rewarded.chiefs, to obtain, in 
open council or otherwise, the voluntary assent of 
a majority of the Seneca chiefs to the very liberal 
treaty we are now considering—a treaty by which 
we agree to give to the Senecas, for their part of 
the Green Bay lands, their portion of the $400,000 in 
ca-h, and their portion of the 1,800,000 acres of land 
west of the State of Missouri—having failed in all 
this, what shali we do? Shall we throw our treaty 
in the fire, and take by force what we have been un- 
able to accomplish by negotiation? It is a grave 
question for the Senate to decide. If history ig to 
be credited, it is not an unusual occurrence for the 
weak and helpless to be robbed and preyed upon 
by powerful civilized communities professing 
Christianity. Sir, when Cæsar demanded the 
public treasure of Rome, he scoraed the production 
of any other warrant than his sword. And if we 
really want the lands of the Senecas for our mas- 
iers—for this huge and overgrown land company— 
we have but to use a similar argumest, and no 
doubt it will be attended with similar success. Sir, 
if we decide upon such a step, let us accomplish 
our purpose ia the bold spirit of the valiant high- 
wayman, and not by the trick and trap, the shuf- 
fling and legerdemain of a spurious treaty? If we 
have determined to give up our henesty, I hope we 
shall at least preserve our reputation for courage. 
By a census of the Senecas, which has been fur- 
nished us, it appears that not only a majority of 
the chiefs, but also, about fourteen-fifteenths of the 
whole population, are against the treaty, and op- 
posed to emigration. This proportion, we find 
existing how among them, after all the influences 
I have before alluded to have been brought to 
bear upon them for upwards cf two years. And, 
sir, what is more, after endeavoring, in addition 
to all this, to starve them into submission, by with- 
holding from them until late in the summer of 
1838, their annuity of 1837, I will read to 
the Senate, for their information, the letter of Mr. 
Harris of the 14th of March, 1838; 
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War DaparTMENT, 
x Office of Indian Affairs, March 14, 1838. 
Sır: In regard to the inquiries contained in the honorable 
Mr. Marvin’s letter of the 2d instant, referred by you to this 
office for a report, I beg leave to observe, thatit is known here 
that the Senaca annuity for 1837 has net been paid. Remit- 
tances were made for the purpose in June last; but owing to 
various causes, among which were the absence of an exploring 
party to the West, the pendency of a negotiation with the 


New York Indians, and the engagement of the disbursmg 


agent in the suppression of the hostile movements on the Cana- 
da border, the payment has not been made. The sub-agent, 
now here, informs me that it is not dasirable it should be 
made until the return of the delegation now inthis city. 

Yery respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


C. A. HARRIS, Commissioner. 
Hon. J. R. Poinsett, Secretary of War. Pon Moe 


Sir, the Indians now are, as they have been from 
the beginning, agitated, excited, and unhappy, 
about this treaty; and I now hope that, on this day, 
the Senate will quiet their agonizing apprehen- 
sions by finally disposing of it—by ratifying or re- 
jecting it. 

I had thought the treaty an advantageous one to 
the Indians. I think so still, ButI am not dis- 
posed to force upon them a measure, though cal- 
culated, as I believe, to redound to their advantage, 
which they literally abhor. Whenever they may 
manifest a disposition to go westward, I, for one, 
will be willing to give them a home. But, in 
any future treaty we may have with them, should 
this one be rejected, I hope we shall have nothing 
to do with the Massachusetts land company. Let 
this company extingussh their right of occupancy 
themselves. And l here call upon those Senators 
who are so opposed to monopolizing companies and 
corporations—so averse to paying State,orcompany, 
or corporation debts, with public money or public 
lands, for objects of State or company purposes 
exclusively, to stdd by me on this trying occasion, 
and prevent such a conversion of the public trea- 
sure to such unworthy purposes—to local purposes 
in which we have not a shadow of interest. 

We have had before us a great mass of testimony 
(ex parte always) upon both sides, criminating and 
recriminating eachother. We have looked over it 
all; and we of the committee congratulate ourselves 
upon being able to make up our minds upon the 
merits of this treaty from the fullness of our cffi- 
cial documents, without. relying, ia any great de- 
gree, upon this ex parle testimony. 

I conclude, Mr. President, by expressing the 
hope that the S:nate will adopt the resolution 
reported by the Committee on Indian - Affairs, 
which is a resolution to reject the treaty. 


REMARKS OF MR. BUCHANAN. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said: 

He had a few words moge to offer, though he did 
not consider it necessary to'prolong tè controversy. 
He had already done himstif ample justice, and 
placed himself in his trui posfion before the- 
country. ai 

When, on Tuesday last, sald Mr. B. I introduc:d 
my complaint before the Sengge, I spoke of the 
Senator and his speech in a spirit of candor, and 
with no purpose whatever except that of defending 
myself. He then replied to my remarks, and the 
subject pasted away wihout leaving behind one 
unpleasant feeling, so far as I was concerned. The 
Senator slept upon what he had said. It appears 
his friends had misunderstood him, and he deemed 
it necessary to renew the debate. I did not misun- 
derstand him; and ia preparing my remarks for 
the press, I should have carefully suppressed every 
expression which could have given him pain. 

At his request, l have delayed to publish the re- 
marks which I made on Tuesday last, until he 
could have an opportunity of being again heard in 
reply. He has now enjoyed that opportunity to 
the fullest extent, and what has been the result? 
My charge against him was, that he had over and 
over agaic asserted, nay, that he had made it the 
very foundation upon which a great part of his 
speeeh rested, that I had advocated the Indepen- 
dent Treasury bill, because it would destroy the 
banks of the country, introduce an exclusive me- 
tallic currency, prostrate credit, check importa- 
tions, and reduce the value of property and the 
wages of labor. This was the character which the 
Senator said had been given to the measure by my- 
self, and, alarming as these doctrines were, he was 
rejoiced that they had been frankly avowed, Has 
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he established the truth of any one of these asser- 
tions? No, sir; no. He has scarcely even made 
the a'tempt; but has endeavored throughout to 
evade ihis distinct issue. He knew pertectly well 
that it was impossible for him to maintain the alle- 


gations which he had made. I shall not enter into | 
It is enough | 


a woman's war of words with him. 
for me to have fixed upon him the charge of hav- 


ing, throughout his whole published speech, misre- 


presented my arguments. This charge will stick to 


him as closely as the poisoned shirt of Nessus. | 


He will never be able to relieve himself from it. 
But the Senator, well knowing that the ground 


which he occupied in his published speech wonld | 
not sustain him for a moment, has attempted to | 
slide off from it, and has seized, with a desperate | 
grasp, upon a single sentence uttered by me, for | 


the purpose of proving that I am she friend of an 
exclusive metallic currency. Even if he could 
eslablish this fact, which is impossible, that is no 
part of the question at issue between us. In order 
to establish his position, he must not only prove 
that, in the abstract, I am a hard money man, but 
that I contended that the Independent Treasury 
biil would convert this into a ha'd money country. 
I used the sentence to which he refers with no re- 


duced by the bill. It is contained in that portion 


of my remarks which relate exclusively to the fatal - 


consequences to domestic manufactuces which 


flow from the enormous amount of our paper is- : 


sues at the period of our greatest bank expansions. d 


To what extent I was willing to proceed ia reduce | 


ing “our nominal to the real standard of prices 


throughout the world,” I had over and over again | 


exp'aned. I had declared that it was my desire 
to reform, and not to destroy, the banks—to place 
them in such a condition as always to secare to the 


country a cuirency convertible into specie; and the | 


extent of this'reform was pointed out by me in the 
e'earest and mést distinct manner. . I shall not 
again trouble the Senate with an enumeration of 
the reforms in our banking system which, in my 


hamble opinion, ought to be adopted by the Siate | 


Legislatures, who alone possess the power. A large 


portion of the frame work of the Senator’s speech con- 


sisted of his reiterated assertions that I had imputed to 
the Independent Treasury bill the fatal consequences 
which I have already enumerated; and he is now 


reduced to the necessity of e caping {rom these as- | 
serticns by quoting a single sentence of mine, | 
which, on its face, has no connection whatever | 


with this bill. Such is his unhappy condition. 
The Senator complains to-day that í did not state 
on Tuesday last the pa:ticular misrepresentations of 


my speech which I charged against him. In this : 


he is mistaken. I stated them then as explicitly as 


I have done to-day. All the Senators who heard | 
me on that occasion must recollect, that I then | 
charged the Senator with having put into my mouth, . 
as arguments in favor of the Independent Treasury 
bill, the very strongest objections which had ever | 
been urged against it by its enemies. I specified | 
the particulars of which I complained, and read ex- : 
tracts from the Senator’s speech, to prove the truth . 


of these specifications. I now cheerfully appeal to 
the Senate and to the world, to decide what ought 
to be thought of a Senator who has, over and over 


azain, reiterated the assertion in his printed speech, | 


that I had supported the bill on principles whieh I 
not only did not hold but had expressly disavowed. 

The Senator says I complimented him on his 
speech after he had delivered it. What passed be- 
tween us on the occasion to which he refers, was 
this, according to my best recollection. AsI had 
not heard his speech, I asked him if he lad done 
me justice in stating that I was not the advocate of 
a pure metallic currency, but was friendly to well 
regulated State banks. He replied that he had; 
and I may then bave complimented him for this 


cause, because I then considered that he had acted | 


towards me in a fair and candid manner. I am 
sorry that I have since been compelled to change 
my opinion of his conduct. l 

I regret, as much as the Senator can do, that I 
delayed so long to expose his misrepresentations; 
but I performed this duty, i 
at the very first moment an opportunity presented, 
after they were brought to my knowledge. Vat 


which l owed to myself, | 
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Saturday evening last, when I first read his speech, 
I was slumbering in security, not even dreaming that 
the misrepresentations of my remarks with which 
the country was filled, had proceeded from his pub- 
lished speech. If my speech had circulated with 
his; if the antidote could have accompanied the 
bane, there isno candid man in the country who 
who would not havedone me justice. His speech, 
however, bas been extensively circulated; and 
those by whom it has been read, and who have 
never had an opportunity of examining my speech, 
will believe that the arguments which he has attri- 
buted to me in favor of the Independent Treasury 
bill, were actually urged by me on the floor of the 
Senate. If I had suffered his misrepresentations 
to pass unnoticed, I should have done myself great 
injustice. 

The Senator has to-day manifested a very bad 
‘temper and spirit. He has attributed to me “lan- 
guage which is unparliamentary, ungentiemanly, 
and untrue.” Ihave bat one word to say in reply 
to him; and that is, that his remarks, as applied to 
me, are “tiagitious,” and that he is unworthy of the 
courtesy which pne gentleman owes to another. 

I ask the pardon of every other member of the 


l 7 ! Senate for using such an expression; but I cannot 
ference whatever to any effect which might be pro- " 


ask that of the Senator from Massachusetts. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD BILL. 


DEBATE IN THE SENAT 
Tuourspay, March 26, 1840. 

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road, in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and\ilingi 
was taken up for consideration; and the 
being on the amendment proposed by Mr 
VELL, making appropriations for other roads, har- 
bors, and rivers, 

Mr. NORVELL said, that when, the other day, 
he had submitted to the Senate the amendment 
now before it, the motion tu print it and postpone 
the bill for one day had been inflexibly resisted by the 
Senators from Indiana (Mr. Smitn] and Ilinois, 
[Mr. Younc ] This course, on their part, was proba- 
bly very natural. It was characteristic of gentle- 
men “feeling power and forgetting right.” They 
felt conscious of their strength on the Cumberland 
road question; and their impatience, with regard to 
any obstacle which might be presente! to the suc- 
cess of their exclusive demands upon the Treasury, 
was in due proportion to their consciousness of 
power. Another Presidential election was ap- 
proaching; and always, on the eve of such an 
event, it was perhaps to be expected, that a few 
States, having interests in common, pursuing a 
common object, elated with the importance of 
their electoral votes to both parties, and aware of 
the anxiety of both to secure them, should com- 
bine to press, under circumstances so auspicious, a 
favorite measure to their section of country. It 
was to be anticipated that they would be unwilling 
to embark their fortunes with the kindred claims of 
other States, whose weight was not so commanding 
as theirs in the political scale, or who would not 
present so compact an object, so exciting an inte- 
rest, for the appropriating patronage of the Go- 
vernment. In this view of the matter, they were 
not willing to extend the same measure of libera- 
lity to other sections of the country, which they so 
importunately claimed for themselves. He trusted, 
however, that the Senate weuld take a diffe- 
rent view of the subject, and would act upon prin- 
ciples of a more enlarged and comprehensive po- 
liey. Another Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Wrirs,] 
had inda'ged in expressions of strong disap- 
probation of all combinations for the purpose 
of carrying measures through Congress. That 
Senator had perhaps forgotten that the very 
measure which he, with others, was now pressing 
through the Senate with so much zeal, relied for its 
success, to a great extent, upon this principle of 
eombination, and upon the artificial force which 
that combination brought to bear upon a great pend- 
ing political question. A system of log-rolling, of 
combining interests, to effect an object, was no 
worse in princip'e, no more to be condemned in 
practice, than a system of scrambling, in which all 
the liberal feelings of the human heart were sup. 
pressed, and selfish, local and personal objects 
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alone were sought to be accomplished, without re- 
gard to any other consideration, social or national, 
Scciety was founded upon combinations and a re- 
ciprocity of interests. Governments grew out of 
the mutual wants, necessities, and dependence of 
men upon each other. And he could perceive no 
reason for passing sentence of condemnation ‘on 
legislative combinations for the promo:ion of vari- 
ous and extensive interests, legitimate and benefi- 
cent in their tendency, when that union and com- 
promise were the principles which pervaded the 
whole social and federal compact. He could not 
see that one bill, containing large appropriations, 
could be more extravagant in effect than a number of 
bills embracing the same objects and the same 
amount of money in separate enactments. He 
considered suggestions of this sort to be but shal- 
low devices to excuse the inequalities and injustice 
of local, sectional, and exclusive appropriations. 
But, say the honorable Senators, the Cumberland 
road had always stood upon its own merits: it had 
always been kept separate and apart from other 
objects of appropriation. This assertion was a 
great mistake. He had examined several of the 
acts in which appropriations had been made to the 
Cumberland road. He had limited his examina- 
tions to a few years. These had been sufficient to 
disprove, in the most signal manner, the declara- 
tions of the Senators from Indiana and Illinois, 
and to serve as a warning to gentlemen against. 


| the loose assumption of things to be true, in the 


very face of recorded facts. By an act of Con- 
gress, passed in May, 1828, upwards of three hun- 
dred thousand dolars were appropriated for the 
improvement of harbors, piers, light-houses, and 
roads, and for surveys, and a continuation of the 
Cumberland road. By an act of the 3Ist of May, 
1830, appropriations were made for roads in Michi- 
gan, roads and a canal in Florida, and for the fur- 
ther construction of the Cumberland road. By an 
act of the 3d of July, 1832, upwards of: one and a 
quarter million of dollars were appropriated for 
harbors, rivers, the Delaware breakwater, and for 
the continuation of the Cumberland road. Ia June, 
1834, the civil and diplomatic bill was loaded with 
the Cumberland road. As late as March, 1837, 
anact made appropriations for geological and mine- 
ralogical surveys in the Indian territories, for 
roads in Florida, surveys of the Atlantic coast, and 
a continuation of the Cumberland road. Here, sir, 
was not one instance only, in which this rickety child 
of the honorable Senator had been put out to nurse, 
but five several times, within a few years, ithad to be 
sustained by incorporation with other objects, such 
as his amendment, now before the Senate embraced. 

He had thus proved to demonstration the fal- 
lacy of the declaration that the Cumberland 
road had always stood upon its own merits, and 
was too strong and too sacred to be mingled with 

other objects more constitutional and national in 

their character. He had shown that cften had that 

work been intruded into other company to prevent 

the termination of its existence. Frequently had 

it heen engrafied upon other appropriations by 

Senators who were so pure, at times, as to revolt 

from the idea of associating even kindred subjects 

in the same act. All these pretences had been put 

to flight by a brief reference to the records of our 

legislation. They had nota platform left to stand 

upon. It was not, however, at this time, his in'en- 
tion to wage fresh war upon the Cumberland road. 
His object was to clear the way for his amend- 

ment, by showing that the only plausible considera- 

tion urged against its incorporation into this bill— 

that of its having always been kept by itself—was 
entirely destitute of foundation. 

What was his amendment? It embraced no 
new work. Itcomprised works long in the pro- — 
gress of construction or improvement; works which 
had often been examined and re-examined by the 
most scientific officers; works, the estimates for 
which had frequently been subjected to the most 
rigid scrutiny by the appropriate committees. All 
affectation of objection, founded upon the absence 
of these examinations and sciutinies, vanished at 
the touch of truth. It was an objection interposed, to 
answer preent purpos-s, by thuse who were at heart 
opposed to the improven:entssuzeested in bis amend. 
ment, It was a difficulty raised up by those URIN- 
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formed of the nature, geographical position, and 
value of the works, or started to excite the more 
determined opposition of the enemies of such im- 


provements. The amendment, based upon official © 


estimates from the War Department, had nothiog 
complicated about it. The objects were familiar to 
every Senator who had ever turned his mind to the 
examination of such matters; and certainly every 
Western Senator, qualified forhis duty,was bound to 
understand before he interposed difficulties and ob- 
stacles of a frivolous na'ure to such appropria- 
tions. By the amendment it was proposed to appro- 
priate 48,000 dollars for examinations and surveys 
east and west of the Mississippi; 262,947 dollars 
for the improvement of roads other than the Cum- 
berland road; 854,590 dollars for removing obstruc- 
tions to the navigation of rivers; 200,000 dollars 
for the further constraction of breakwaters; and 
924,031 dollars for the continued improvement of 
hatbors, principally upon the lakes and Wertern 
waters. The whole of the proposed appropriations 
amounted to 2,289,478 doliars. The sum was to- 
lerably large, but not greater than the importance 
of the improvements would justify. Besides, he 
had separated the items for the purpose of taking 
the sense of the Senate upon each; and Senators 
who might favor one class of works, and Rot ano- 
ther, could vote accordingly. They could reduce 
the appropriations, or strike out such as they disap- 
proved altoge her. They might cut down the 
amount to'one million, or to half that sum. For 
his part, as an Ameriean Senator, he consider- 
ed him.elf bound, while looking specially to 
the interests of his own State, to extend 
his: views over the whole Union. 
States of Michigan were entitled to an equal 
consideration with her in our Federal legis- 
lation. . In this amendment, however, she had 
á deep interest. It contained appropriations for 
the continued improvement, both of her roads and 


The co-: 


her harbors; and he should feet himself recreant to. 


hie duty to her, if he did not, upon all occasions, 
earnestly seek, by every lawful and honorable 
means, to promote those vital objects of improve- 
meat which, without embarrassing the Treasury, 
would. sp essentially conduce to her prosperity. 
His amendment was not a substitute, but an addi- 
tion to the Cumberland road. To oppose it, on 
the ground of a collision between them, indicated 
nothing but a want of any correct and just 
knowledge ef the course which things had taken 
here. At any rate, if he stood a'one in his 
vote, he should insist upon taking the sense’ 
of the Senate on the subject, until he found 
that any further perseverance would be use- 
less. The Cumberland road, after it left the 
river Ohio, had become a sectional, rather than 
a national improvement; and viewed, as it was, 
asa sectional measure, it had no special claim to 
tbe favor of a Michigan Senator. Its tendency 
was to facilitate immigration not ihto that State, 
but into the States south of her. It would pro-. 
mote their settlement and cultivation; and while 
he contemplated their march to prosperity with 
pleasare, he could not consider it the part of 
wisdom to hasten that march, while they conti- 
nued to exhibit a disposition to withhold from 
his State the means of adding to her advances in 
agriculture, navigation, commerce, and popula- 
tion, He was not satisfied with professions; he 
wanted votes. 

. Many of ihe works embraced in the amendment, 
were dilapidating forthe want of money to con- 
tinue their improvement. The Jakes and other na- 
vigable waters, which flow into the St. Lawrence 
and the king of rivers, were declared, as he had 
on former occasions said, to te the common high- 
way of all the people of the United States. The 
States. throngh which they passed would im- 
pose no impost, dutv, or tax whatever, for: 
their improvement. These provisions were to be 
found in the ordinance of 1787; an ordinance 
which had always, exc2pt in one case, to which he 
would not more specially refer at this time, been 
considered as sacridly binding on the parties to it, 
Sir, you are bound, solemnly bvund, after declar- 
ing the lakes io be the free and common highway 
of the nation, and after‘inhibiting to the Jake States- 
Al! the meang of rendering that common highway 


safe to the ships, commerce, and mariners that 
move upon their waters, to construct harbors, to 
build light-houses, and to do whatever else may 
conduce to that safety. How can youcszape from 
the performance of this daty? You cannot, sir, 
without a sacrifice of some of the highest obl ga- 
tions which, as a Confederacy, you owe to the 
States more immediately concerned. 

War was among the possibilities even of the 
present year. Your lakes and Northern frontier 
will be its principal theatres. There, on the great 
inland seds of this continent, has your navy, in 
squadrons, shed undying glory on your arms, 
bound your brows with the wreaths of victory, and 
emblazoned your national character with fresh lus- 
tre. There, on that frontier and on the lakes, your 
future battles will be fought with the colossal pow- 
er which bestrides one half of the globe. There 
will you need harbors of shelter and protection for 
your public vessels and seamen; and there will you 
require, in winter especially, military roads for the 
conveyance of troops and munitions of war to the 
forts so important to the defence of the country. 

After some remarks by Mr. CLAY of Ken- 
tucky, and Mr. DAVIS, in opposition to the 
amendment, i 

Mr. PORTER said: I feel extremely reluctant to 
detain the Senate by a participation in this discus- 
sion; but, in voting against this amendment of my 
colleague, which I intend to do,,I wish, if possible, 
to place myself in a light to justify that vote, espe- 
cially as many of the items of appropriation em- 

braced in it purport to have for their object expen- 
ditures on public works, in which the people of 
Michigan have a deep and vital interest. I allude 
to the improvement of harbors on the great lakes. 
I shall vote against his amendment, sir, not be- 
cause J am hostile to these appropriations, but be- 
cause I am friendly to them. I am ready to do 
any thing that I can with honor to promo'e the 
great interets of Western trade, which I believe to 
be essentially interwoven with the fate of this har- 
bor policy. { speak particularly with reference to 
the harbors on these lakes, because it is in respect 
to them I am somewhat minutely informed, and it 
is particularly my duty to speak. If my colleague 
is prepared to vote for all the items in this amend- 
ment, requiring appropriations to the amount of 
nearly two and a half millions of dollars, extend- 
ing not only throughout our sea, gulf, and lake 
coasts, but to rivers in various parts of the United 
States, he has greatly the advantage of me in a 
knowledge of this branch of topography. I:am 
aware, sir, that all these items are embraced in 
the estimates of the Topographical Bureaa, (a 
fact, however, affording no evidence of their ez- 
clusive merit,) sent here in documentary form, 
as the result of surveys and examinations made 
by civil engineers, and that they have all heretofore 
been objects of appropriation in a greater or less 
degree. But for myself, sir, inasmuch as we have 
not the conclusions of a committee on this subject 
to enlighten us, and as I have enjoyed no means of 
being advised in detail of the merits of all these 
works, I am left to the inference which, in the ab- 
sence of information 1 must draw, that there may 
be some “or which further appropriations would not 
be demanded by high considerations of public utili- 
ty.” A suspension may be advisatle as to some, 
and an entire abandonment as to others. I believe, 
sir, this want of ioformation in detail pervades al- 
most this entire Senate. I do not believe it is pre+ 


. pared to act advisedly on this complicated amend- 


ment; and this fact would of itself be fearfully por- 
tentous of the fate of the harbor bill, were it de- 
pendent alone on the vote aboit to be taken. 

This Cumberland road bill, my colleague tells 
you, is a “rickety child,” and he cites an instance in 
which it was itself once the subject of an amend- 
ment toa special appropriation bill tohelp it along. 
In my judgment, sir, this is a most unforiunate 
personification for my colleague. Ifthe Cumber- 
land road bill be indeed ‘‘a rickety ch ld,” I am 
unwilling to gire it an opportanity cf imparting 
any of its infirmity to the harbor bill. An insepa- 
rable union of the two will lead to a common fata- 
lity. : They must go to the tomb of the Capulets 
together, Equally eertain, too, for reasons I have. 
stated, ‘would be the doom of our favorite local po- 


licy, were his amendment to be pressed now as a 
substitute, and the vote on it to be final and con- 
clusive. 

I deprecate, sir, any course of legislation caleu- 
lated to jeopardize the great interests of which I 
speak, by subjecting them to decision on a false 
issue. I wish the harbor bill (and as before, sir, I 
mean particularly the lake items of it) to stand on 
its merits alone; for I know not, at this time, of 
any internal policy with which it could be con- 
nec’ed, in the process of legislation, that would be 
calculated to aid its passage through Congress. 
But how can it so stand, sir, with my colleague's 
amendment added to the original bill, on a final 
vote? We all know there are gentlemen in both 
Houses whose opinions in respect to the power of 
Congress to apprcpriate money for the Cumberland 
road are such as to forbid the hope that their votes 

can be had for its continued prosecution at the na- 
tional charge. The naked question comes up, sir, 
for I take it as granted that the two per cent. fund - 
is no longer a fountain at which constitutional sins 
may be washed away. The number of these gen- 
tlemen is by no means small; and, while the entire 
bill, with amendments, is sure to encounter their 
Opposition on this ground, and while we are, by 
embarrassing the action of the Senate on the Cum- 
berland Road bill, unnecessarily inviting the hos- 
tility of its immediate friends ‘to our measure, in 
case theirs fails through our act, we have “the 
hope of despair” to look to, that Senators will vote - 
for us in the dark (for they must do so, if they vote 
at.all in ou: favor) on this voluminous, complex, ` 
uninvestigated, (except in the figures of the Topo-: 
graphical Bureau) amendment of my colleague. ` 

Oar harbor bill ‘is not embarras:ed by these doc- 
trinal difficulties which beset the Cumberland road 
bill. The friends of the Jatter measure are our 
friends, and if we present claims to the liberality 
of Congress equally meritorious with theirs, which ` 
I believe we can do, we shall assuredly, at the pro- 
per ume, have their suppoit. I am willing, and I 
believe it safe, sir, to trust the policy’ of lake har-. 
bor appropriations to their sense of what is due to 
the great interests of Western commerce om the 
great lakes; and I am willing and desirous, too, ` 
that every item of appropriation for which we may 
ask shou'd be subjected to rigid scrutiny. I desire 
the Senate to know what they are about (and they 
do not know now) when the subject is properly’ 
presented, either by themselves or through the able’ 
Committee on Commerce, of which my colleague 
is a member; and, if we then fail; 1 shall attribute 
the failure, not to a want of merit in the claims ‘of 
the lake harbcrs, but to considerations arising out 
of the present condition of the public finances. 

Bat, Mr. President, while this system of improve- 
ment—which I so ardently desire to favor—reach- ' 
es, by immediate contact, the interests of six States: 
and one territory of this Union, I can speak of it 
emphatically in view of these of my own State— 
even of the very city of my residence; although, ' 
as is well known, she asks nothing from Congress 
in the way of direct local appropriation, to add to 
her commercial facilities, so far asthey ate con- 
nected with navigation. Yes, sir, even Deifoit is, 
deeply inter :sted in these lake works, and were I- 
to lock to her welfare alone, I could find abundant 
reason to deprecate any unfortunate step in the 
forms of legislation which should put the harbor. 
bill to the extent of the interest I, in part, imme- 
diately represent in it at hazard. 

The city of Detroit is regarded as one of the: 
most eligib'e points on the great lakes, above the 
Falls of Niagara, for owning and controlling lake’ 
shipping. Occupying an intermediate point in this- 
great chain of navigation—having a natural hare- 
bor of unsurpassed excellence anu-unlimiteid capa-: 


_city—she adds the important acvantage of briag 


one of the first to be emancipated from-the icy fet- 
ters of winter. The business of the ceaean with 
the upper ports, both of Lake Erie and. the lakes 
above her, she is among the first to participate in, 
and employment is, in many instances, for we7ks, 
given to her shipping, while at other important 
points it is locked up withice. And this featare in. 
our position is becoming more and more 1mpore 
tant as the trade of the West increases, In proof 
of thetren! existence of these peenliar advantages, 
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I might add that, of the entite tonnage of all these 
lakes, about one-fourth is licensed and enrolled at 
the port of Detroit, and this, too, without her enjoy- 
ing the benefits of being a terminating point of a 
far-reachiog inland communication. The interest 
that Detroit then bas, sir, in these harbor improve- 
ments, is not directly local as to herself. It consists 
in the security they will afford to her shipping, 
which is every where abroad upon and whitening 
these great inland seas, and to the lives, not only of 
passengers, but of her hardy, intrepid mariners, 
whose perils and hardships in the vernal and au- 
tumnal seasons are far greater than those encoun- 
tered on the ocean. 

Bat, of the local interests of the people in differ- 
ent parts of our State, it is unnecessary for me to 
speak in order that my line of duty may be appa- 
rent on this interesting subject. A glance at our 
map is sufficient to ‘define my position” here, sir, 
and I believe it will not be misunderstvod. I speak 


of these interests as local, with a view to present | 


object, which is, not to discuss the merits, ia whole |! 


or in part, of the harbor bill, not now asa bill be- 


fore us, but which I hope soon to see here, proper- . 


ly digested, as it doubtless will be, by the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. When that shall appear, I 
doubt not my colleague will do it justice by a far 
more able elucidation of its general benefits than it 
will be in my power to bring to its aid. 

I will take occasion, Mr. President, while I am 
up, to say to the friends of the Cumberland road, 
that I am with them. I shall vote for all necessary 
and judicious appropriations for its continuation, 
let them be what they may, unless objections I do 
not now anticipate shall present themselves. I re- 


gard it as a great national improvement. I admire ;j 


the wisdom of its conception, and commend the 
zeal with which its friends have pressed, thus far, 
its onward march towards completion. I belong to 
that school of constructionis's who believe in the 
power of the Federal Government, with the assent 
of the States whose territory is occupied for that 


purpose, to constract works of internal improve- | 


ment of this character; and I cannot regard that 
work.as “ sectional ” which, like this, will, in its 
completion, penetrate more than one-fourth of the 
States of this Union, and, by direct or indirect 
means, contribute to the common benefit of all. 

I will only add, sir, that I do not believe the zeal 
of my colleague for these barbor appropriations to 
be less earnest and devoted than my own. We 
only differ as to the time and mode of presenting the 
subject to the consideration of the Senate, and, if I 
do not greatly mistake the indications around me, 
the vote about to be taken on this amendment will 
show that I have judged correctly. 


The question was then taken on the first branch - 
of the amendment proposed by Mr. Norve.t, and | 


it was rejected. 


Mr. NORVELL then said, that as he perceived — 
an indisposition in the Senate to favor his amend- | 


ment, he would withdraw the residue of it. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then moved to strike 
out all of said bill after the word “dollars,” in the 
11th line, which is in the following words: 

“Which said appropriations are made upon the same terms, 
and shali be subject to allthe provisions, conditions, restric- 
tions, and limitations, touching appropriations for the Cum- 
berland road, contained in the act entitled ‘An act to provide 
for continuing the censtruction, and for the repair of the Cum- 
berland road,” approved the third day of March, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-seven.” : 

Mr. C. said, the part of the bill which he had 
moved to strike out, referred to and proposed to 
continue the conditions, limitations, and restric- 
tions, contained in an act making appropriations for 
the same road, which was approved on the 3d day 
of March, 1837. In order to understand those 
conditions, limitations, and restrictions, it would be 
necessary to refer to that act; and the most impor- 
tant would be found in the fourth and last section, 
which was in the following word»: 

“geo. 4. And be itfurther enacted, Thaf the several sums 
hereby appropriated for the construction of the Cumberland 
road, in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Ilinois, shall be re- 
placed by said States respectively, out ofthe fund reserved 
10 each for laying out and mking roads under the direction 
of Congress, by the several acts passed for the admission of said 
Btates into the Union, on equal footing with the original 
Satos.” . ; s 

Mr. C. said the section he had. just read had 
reference to what was commonly called the 2 per 


cent. fund, reserved by the compacts for ih: ad- 


| time, $6,609,407 


mission of the States named, to be applied to the 
making of a road, or roads, leading to the said 
States, under the direction of Congress. The 
clause of the bill, which he had moved to strike 
out, referred to this condition, amongst others, and 
declared, in effect, that the appropriation now 
about to be made, should be “replaced by the said 
States respectively, out of the fund reserved to each 
for laying out and making roads under the direction 
of Congress.” This declaration distinctly implied, 
(Mr. C. said) that there existed such afund, out of 
which this large appropriation could or-might be 
“replaced,” or refunded to the United States. Mr. 
C. said that any such assertion or implication was 
untrue;that ithad no foundation in fact; and was,con- 
sequently, calculated to deceive,and impose upon the 
country. He said the Senate should take care that 


their records and laws should be founded in truth, | 


and contain nothing false and delusive. Mr. C. 
said he was now prepared to demonstrate the cor- 
rectness of the position he had assumed, by official 
documents. 


He said he would, in the first place, bring to the | 


notice of the Senate a report from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, responsive to a resolution he had of- 
fered some days before, which would show the 
amount of the two percent. fund which had ac- 
crued upon the lands sold in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
and Missouri, up to the latest returrs; and would 
also furnish data on,which to estimate the amount 
ef the fund hereafter to accrue. The aggregate 
original guantity of public lands in those four States 
was 114,104,652 acres. Of that quantity 46,649,- 
322.29 of acreshad been sold; and upon the amount 
for which it sold, the entire two per cent. of the four 
States on the nett proceeds was but $1,096,012 18. 
Now, said Mr. C. to ascertain how the account 
stands, let us inquire into the amount of appropri- 
ations which have been applied to making roads 
leading to those States. According to document 
No. 65, in the second volume of the Senate decu- 
ments of 1835-6, there had then been appropriated by 
various acts $5,169,407 76, which was about four 
millions of dollars more than the amount of the two 
percent. which had then acerued in all the four 
Siates. It might have been supposed, with the 
knowledge of such facts, furthér expenditures on 
this road would have been abandoned. But, he 
said, strange as it might appear, such was not 
the fact. Congress had been still going on, at every 
session except one, ever since, making large 
appropriations for the same object, and pretended to 
be reimbursable out of the same fund. By the act of 
2d July, 1836, he said there had been appropriated the 
round sum of $700,000. By the act of March 3d, 
1837, there had been appropriated $390,000. By the 
act of May 25th, 1838, there had been appropri- 
ated the sum of $450,000. All those sums, added 
to the amount which had been appropriated, up to 
January, 1836, make the grand aggregate of appro- 
priations for the Cumberland road, at the present 
76—and that grand aggregate 


exceeded the amount of the 2 per cent. fund of the . 


four States, which has accrued upto the latest re- 
taros (and which alone was subject to be applied 
to making roads leading to them) by the enormous 
sum of $5,513,395 58!! 

Now, (said Mr. C.) notwithstanding Congress has 
expended this vast amountin the construction of a 
road leading to and through the States named in 
the bill, over and above the amount stipulated by 


| the several acts for their admission into the Union, 


we are again called on for further appropriations 


to the amount of $450,000, and the attempt is |j 


again made to keep up the delusion, taat we 
are to be reimbursed from the two per cent fond, 
when every man in the Senate knows that 
fund to be exhausted more than six times over, 
and that, from it, we never can be reimbursed 
one half the amount already expended, and, of 
course, not one dollar of this, nor of any future ap- 
propriation. Mr. C. said he was prepared to prove 
this, beyond dispute or doubt, Ly the same response 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, to his resolution, 
from which he had before quoted. That report, 
Mr. C. said, had been laid on the desk of every 
member, and he invited gentlemen to examine it, 
and they would find that the agsregate quantity of 


public land remaining unsold, in the same four 


| States, was but 57,044,342 71 acres. What wore 


the quality and value of those lands? He said it 
would be recol’ected that it had, again aad again, 
been asserted and pioved, year after year, for a 
long time past, that nearly all the unsold lands in 
those States had been offered at public sale, much 
had been subject to private entry fur many years, 
and had found no purchaser at the minimum 
price, or $1 25 per acre. It had been shown, by a 
report of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, made some two years ago, that there were 
then about 8,386,772 acres of land remaining un- 
sold, in the States of Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois, and 


Missouri, which had been subject to private entry 


and unsold for twenty years and unwards; 


| 31,590,623 acres, which had been subject to pri» 
' vate entry, and had remained unsold for fifteen 


years and under twenty years; and 7,279,580 acres 
which had been subject to private entry, and had 
remained unsold for ten years and under fifteen 
years. 

Without going further with the report, or show- 
ing the quantity that has been offered for sale, and 
remained unsold for a less period than ten years, 
we have already no less than 27,266, 976 acres 
(nearly one-half of all the unsold lands in the four 
States) that have been subject to private entry for 
a longer pericd than 10 years; and nobody wi!l 
take them at $1 25 per acre. Besides this, a re~ 
port from the General Land Office, made some 


| years ago, carefully compiled from the reports of 
| district land offices, represented (and he believed 


truly) that millions of acres of the lands then un- 
sold, were unfit for cultivation. The truth of this 
report, too, had been confirmed on the floor of the 
Senate repeatedly, for some years past, perhaps by 
every member from those States. How often have 
we heard the expression, “refuse lands;” and how 
truly has that character been fixed upon them by 
the testimony of honorable Senators, as well as by 
official documents? 

‘Then, sir, (said Mr. C.) is it not manifest, from 
this statement of facts, that we can never expect 
to realize the minimum price for the fifty-seven 
millions of unsold public lands in these States? 
He ventured the assertion, that no member of the 
Senate, however anxious he might be for the suc- 
cess of this bill, could, or would, say that be could 
ever obtain for those unsold an average price of 
$125 peracre. It was impossible, in the nature of 
things. 

But, for the sake of the argument, said Mr. C. 
let us suppose that every acre of the unsold pub- 
lic lands in the four States, will command $1 25 
per acre. To what would they amount? Thean- 
swer is $71,305,428. On thatsum two percent. 
would only be $1,426,108 56. This sum, added 
to the two per cent. already accrued, would make 
in all, $2,522,120 74—less than one half the 
amount we have already appropriated! Is it fair 
then to say—nay, sir, is it ırae—as the section re- 
ferred to by the clause proposed to be stricken out 
asserts, that the money appropriated by the bill 
“shall be replaced out of the fund reserve! to each 
for Jaying out and making roads under the direc- 
tion of Congress?” 

No, sir, said Mr. C. it is untrue, deceptive, and 
fraudulent. Every gentleman who will turn his 
attention to the facts, and the figures, must know 
itto be untrue—must be conclusively satisfied, 
that the clause of the bill, in question, asserts in 
substance, tRat the United States Government is to 
be reimbursed out of a fund, which has no existance 
now, and never can exist. 

_ Mr. C. said, it being, then, ciearly established, 
ihat the idea of reimbursing the Government from 
the two per cent. fund which had accrued, or might 
hereafter accrue, in the four interested States, was 
wholly fallacious and unfounded; and going on the 
presumption thatthe Senate would not willingly 
place or leave upon its records, bills, or other pro- 
ceedings, that which was at variance with the troth,: 
he should expect his motion to be sustained. The 


| naked question would then fairly come up, whe- 
ther the General Government possessed the consti- 


tutional power to make internal improvements 
within the limits of the States? Upon that ques- 
tion, he said, as well as the expediency of exer- 
cising such a power, his mind had been long made: 
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up, and he was prepared to meet it. He said, 
moreover, ia the present state of things, when the 
National Treasury was exhausted, when we should 
be compelled to borrow the money which was to be 
expended on this road, and when, too, we saw the 
roposition distinctly made that we should hereaf er 
add to the expenditures already made about 

000,000 more, it was peculiarly proper that we 
should strip the subject of all disguises, and march 
up tothe true question, and meet it with manly 
firmness. 

The furher consideration of the bill was post» 


poned until to morrow. Pa 


Fripay, March 27, 1840. 

After some remarks from Messr§ YOUNG and 
TAPPAN, in opposition to the ameqdmeygt, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabawa said, befofe ty€ question 
was taken on his amendment, he m§stf/ask the in- 
dulgence of the Senate for a short tage, to enable 
him to reply to the Senator from} Illinois (Mr. 
Younc.] He said the Senator to whom he referred 
had endeavored to elude the force of the facts 
which he (Mr. C.) had on yes‘erday brought to the 
view of the Senate, establishing the total exbanstion 
of the two per cent. fund, six times told, resulting 
from ‘the sales of lands in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
and Missouri, by a construction which was entirely 
new, and most extraordinary. The Senator from 
liliuois bad insisted that, by the terms of the com- 
pacts between the United Siates and those several 
Sates, on their admission into the Union, th: Ge- 
neral Government was bound to make, that is, as 
Mr. C. understood him, to complete, a road leading 
to each. Mr. C. said such a construction was a 
palpable rerversion of thé meaning of the language 
employed ia every one of thoce compacts, as could 
be shown by a momeni’s recurrence to them. 

The first of the compacts was that with Ohio, on 
her admission into the Union; and the clause under 
consideration was in the following words: 

“That one twentieth part (equal to 5 per cent.) 
of the nett proceeds of the lands lying within the 
- State, sold by Congress, from and after the thir- 
tieth day of June next, after dedacting all ex- 
penses incident to the same, shall be applied to 
the laying out and making public roads, leading 
from ‘he navigable waters emptying into the Ailan- 
tic, to the Ohio, to the said State, and through the same; 
such roads to be laid out under the authority of 
Congress, with the consent of the several States 
through which the road shall pass.” By the act of 
Congress, approved March 3d, 1803, after Ohio 
had been admitted into the Union, and obviously 
with her consent, and on her own proposition, 3 per 
cent. of this fund was surrendered to her, to “be 
applied to the laying out, opening and making 
Toads within the said State, and to no other pur- 
` pose whatever,” &c. The passage of this act 
left no other fund “to be applied” under the direc- 
tion of Congress, except 2 per cent. of the nett pro- 
ceeds in making a road, or roads leading to that 
State. To prove the correctness of this view of 
tbe subject, Mr. C. said it was only necessary to 
refer to the acts for the admission of other new 
States. For example, the corresponding clause 
ia theact for the amission of Indiana, is in the 
following words: ` 

“That 5 per cent. of the nett proceeds of the 
lands lying within said Territory, and which shall 
be so'd_ by Congress, from and after the first day 
of December next, afler deducting all expenses in- 
cident to the same, shall be reserved for making 
public roads and canals, of which three-fifths 
shall be applied 10 those objects within the said 
State, under the direction of the Legislature thereof, 
and two-fifihs (shall be applied} to the making of a 
road, or roads leading to the said State, under the 
directizn of Congress.” 

Now, said Mr.C. can it be pretended that, under 
this agreement, Congress is bound to do more than 
faithfully “to apply two fifths to the making of a 
road” leading to either of those States? If it had 
been intended that Congress should make the read, 
that is, comple/e a road leading from the navigable 
waters of he Atlantia to either State, for what pur- 
pose was the amount to be expended, for that ob- 
ject limited to two per cent. of the nett proceeds of 
the public lands? The cost of such a work was 
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wholly unascertained; aad if it had been intended 
thatit should be done, regardless of expense, it was 
altogether absurd to limit or name the amount to 
be expended. 

Moreover, said Mr. C. it is a sound rule of con- 

struction, to take all laws, in pari materia, or on the 
same subject, into consideration, to ascertain the 
meaning of a legislative body. Pursuing this rule, 
I call your attention to the clause on the same 
point in the act fcr the admission of Illinois into the 
Union, which is in the following words: ‘two-fifths 
[of the 5 per cent.] to be disbursed under the direction 
of Congress in making roads leading to the 
State.” Now, is not this manifestly a mere 
undertaking to expend the two per cent. in aid 
of, or toward, the construction of a road leading 
in the direction stipulated? The two-fifths are to 
be so “disbursed,” and no more. If Congress had 
intended that such a road should be made at all 
events, according to the construction of the Sena- 
tor from Illinois, the language should, and doubt- 
less would, have been to this effect: and so much of 
the nett proceeds as may be necessary to make a road 
leading to said State, shall be applied to that object, un- 
der the direction of Congress. But, sir, it must be 
apparent to every one, who has paid the slightest 
attention to the subject, that all Congress ever in- 
tended to do, in this matter, was to aid in making 
roads leading to the new States, to the ex'ent of 
two per cent. of the nett proceeds; and this has 
been faithfully done, and far more, as I shall show 
before I sit down. It is unnecessary for me to de- 
tain the Senate by reading the compact with Mis- 
souri; it is substantially the same with those which 
have been already examined. 

Bat, sir, (said Mr. C.) the. Senator asks, is the 
road which was contemplated made to Illinois? Is 
it made to Missouri? How much has been ap- 
plied toward the fulfilment of the compacts with 
either of those States? And he insists, in substance, 
that the amouat of the two per cent. fund, arising 
on sales of public lands, in either of those States, 
has not been applied by Congress, according to the 
terms of the acts for their admission into the 
Union. Now (said Mr. C.) I have gone through 
all the acts of Congress, making appropriations for 
this road beyond the Ohio, since the adjournment 
of the Senate on yesterday, and am prepared to 
prove, by facts and figures, that we have not only 
performed our duty, in good faith, toward those 
States collectively, but we have done so toward 
each separately. 


Mr. C. said: I assume the position, as now 


well established, that the General Government 
was only bound to expend two per cent. of the nett 
proceeds of the lands sold after the adoption of their 
respective Constitutions, in aiding the construction 
of roads leading toward those States. He said it 
was, moreover, apparent that we were not bound 
to anticipate the two per cent. fund an hour, but 
only bound to “apply,” or “disburse,” it as if ac- 
crued. Now, sir, how stands the account wiih the 
four States collectively? Why, sir, (said Mr. C.) 
as I showed you yesterday, the aggregate amount 
of the two per cent. which has accrued to all those 
States, up to the last returns of lands sold within 
their limits is but . . . $1,096,012 18 
We have appropriated for the Cam- 

berland road, in all, east and west 

of the Ohio, . š , 
Balance in our favor on the gene- 

tal aceount, 5 ‘ + $5,513,395 58 
And, sir, [said Mr. C.,] that balance ın our favor— 
that mere excess; over and above the fund, as far 
as ithas accrued, as I showel yesterday, is more 
than double the sum to which the two per cent. can 
ever amount, if, contrary to all reasonabie expecia- 
tion, every acre of land, iscluding mountains, 
swamps and morasses, could be sold for the mini- 
mum price! 

Well, sir, (said Mr. C.) let me now direct your 
attention to the separate accounts of the several 
States. I will not consume your time by enumerating 
every distinct appropriation, although I have made 
out, and have before me, full statements. I 
will assume, (as I believe may be safely done,) that 
the whole sum of the various appropriations for the 
Cumberland road has been, in round numbers, 
$7,000,000. ws 
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Of that sum there has been appropriated for the road 
leading to the State 


of Ohio, about $3,500,000 
Her two per cent. 
fuad is - - 340,467 47 
The balance in our favor against 
Ohio - - - - $3,159,532 53 


There has been appropriated for 
the road leading through Ohio to 
‘Indiana - - $1,648,650 00 

Her two per centis 335,007 36 

Badance in our favor against Irdi- 
ana - - - 

There has been appropriated for 
the road leading through Indiana 


1,313,642 64 


to Illinois - $1,085,000 00 
Her two per cent. 
fundis - - 259,587 88 
Balance in our favor against Hli- 
nois à ~ - - - 825,412 12 
There has been appropriated for the 
road leading through Illinois to 
Missouri, including expense of 
the survey - $747,265 00 
Her two per cent. 
fund is -~ - 160,949 47 
Balance in our favor against Mis- 
souri -~ - - - 585,315 53 


Making an aggregate excess of the 

whole two per cent fund, which 

has accrued to the four States of $5,883,902 8% 

This, too, is without adding the interest on the 
appropriations made in advance, which would 
greatly augment the amount. 

These calculations, said Mr. C. may not be pre- 
cisely accurate. I have had time to go over them 
only once; but they are, in the main, correct, and 
must be regarded by all candid men as a conclu- 
sive answer to the allegations and ccmplaints 
made by the Senator from Illinois, He trusted 
that gentleman would consider this response to his 
question, “how much has beea appropriated to 
each of those States,” entirely satisfactory, until be 
could show some other claim to the public trea- 
sure, than the two per cent. fund arising out of the 
compacis for their admission into the Union. 

But, said Mr. C. the Senator from Illinois says 
this is agreat national work, in which many 
States are interested. He denied this position in 
every particolar. It was either a national im- 
provement, in the proper constitutional sense of 
the terms, nor were many States. interested in its 
further prosecution. He said, if the Senator 
from Illinois meant that it was a great na- 
tional work, because it was a long road, and mueh 
of the nat‘onal treasure had been’expended oni’, 
he would agree with him. This, however, would 
not do; for upon those principles a road of equal 
extent, and equally costly, through any other part 
of the Union, would equally deserve the character.. 
of national, and in that way all roads m‘ght te 
rendered national. Sach a position, he presumed, 
would be too absurd even for a friend of the Cum- 
berland ‘road to maintain. Mr. C. said he could 
imagine no road to be properly national, unless 
within the constitutional power of Congress; nor 
did he know how that could be the case, as there 
was no such distinct, subs'antive power granted us 
by the Constitution, unless it could be made an in- 
cidental one, necessary and proper to carry some 
delegated power into effect. He said he had sup-. 
posed it might be incidental to the war power—that 
is, the power to defend the country against inva- 
sion—and that Congress might constitutionally ap-. 
propriate the national funds to the constructioa of 
a road leading to some portions of our maritime 
er inland frontier, if considered so vulnerable as te: 
render indispensable such facilities for the trans- 
portation of subsistence for our troops, aad arms 
and munitions of war. He had thought he should 
feel himself called upon to vote for such a road 
as he had alluded to, if its penis ee al: 
utility, for such purposes, was clearly ma ; 
But no such ae ie hare resented. This road 
leads to no frontier, either bordering upon any 
Indian tribe, upon the possessions of any foreign 
Government, orto any point on the Atlantic, or 
Gulf of Mexico. After it reaches the Ohio, 
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that river, which runs a great portion of its 
distance neatly parallel to it, affords easier 
and cheaper transportation for troops and @ill the 
munitiovs of war, than the Cumberland road. No 
one would ever think of hauling along this road, 


through. the interior of Ohio, Indiana, and Iliaois, — 
to the Mississippi, the articles necessary for the suba | 


sistence of an army, when the majestic Ohio river, 


with her hundred steamboats, runs along the Scuth- . 
ern boundaries of those States the entire distance, | 


and in the same general direction. 
C. is ita commercial road, more than any other 
road that leads from town to town, through the in- 
terior of the country. Then how can it be called 
a great national work in any other sense than the 
amount of the public treasure that has been squan- 
dered upen it? And how many States are interested 


in ii? Four out of twenty siz! With the exception of | 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri—through the | 


Nor, said Mr. ` 


first three of which it passes, and leads to the last— | 
it cannot be said to be used by, or even useful to | 


the citizens, generally, of any other State. What 
irterest have the States south of the Potomac and 
the Ohio in the Cumberland road, west of that ri- 
ver?’ As States, none whaever. An occasional 
traveller from some of them may pass over it, 
but no considerable number of the citizens of 


either of them. What interest has New York | 


and the six New England States in ii? 


Just | 


about as muchas those of the South and Southwest. | 


Yet, Mr. President, (said Mr. C) all the other 


States are to be taxed to make a great road for the ` 


convenience of parts of four enly. The citizens 
of Tennessee, and Alabama, and Mississippi, and 
Louisiana, are to be taxed to raise a half millon 
of dòlars annually—it will probably soon be a 


million or more each year—to constract a great ` 


road, to run through a few counties in Ohio, Indi- 
ana, and Illinois, which does not lead in the direc- 


tion of either, and will never be used by one ont of | 


a thousand ef their citizens. Not one of the mer. 
chants of either of those Southwestern States will 
ever, in all probability, have a tale of their goods 
hauled over the Cumberland road, west of the 
Ohio. And, sir, the citizens of Virginia, the Caro- 
linas, and Georgia, are to be also taxed, to keep 
up the expenditures upon this (to them) useless and 
extravagant work. They have even less interest 
in this road, if possible, than those of the four 
Southwestern States tefore named. 
citizens of New York, nor the six New England 
States, derive any benefit from this expensive im- 
provement. It has no connection with their trade, 


or commercial intercourse; and, even when they | 
emigrate to the West or Nor:hwest, instead of the | 
tedious, laborious and expensive land travel, by | 


Nor can the | 


way of the Cumterland road, they will take the ; 


more economical and expeditious route by way of 
the Hudson and Erie Canal, and the lakes. 


or, with the West and Southwest, contract a nation- 
al debi, by borrowing money for the same object. 
Sir, sad Mr. C. this is unequal, anjust, and un- 
generous; it is not that equality and fairness which 
lies at the foundation of all our institutions. I 


Yet, | 
sir, they too are to be taxed to carry on this work, | 


protest against it, as not warranted by the letter or | 


spirit of the Constitution. 

But, sir, said Mr. C. the Senator from Ilinois 
(Mr. Yoonc] has thought proper, by way of sus- 
taining this unwarrantable and iniquitous meavure, 
to attack my consistency. Mr. C. said he was not 
prepared to admit that his own consistency, OF in- 
consistency, or those of any other person, had, legi- 
timately, any thing to do with the merits of the 
que-tion before the Senate. If he had ever pur- 
sued a course inconsistent with that he was now 
pursuing, it did not prove that snch a measure was 


right; but he was willing to give the gentleman the | 


benefit of whatever aid he could fairly derive from 
that source. Sir, said Mr. C. the Senator from 


Illinois asks,{with a triumphant air, alluding to me, | 


6 Did not the Senator frem Alabama vote for the 
Maysville road bill?” Wih all candor and frank- 
nexs. I answer, I did. But let me state the consi- 
derations which influenced and determined that 
vote, before the gentleman shail either avail 
himself of its imagined support, or condemn 
me for inconsistency. Sir, I repeat, I did vote 


for the Maysville toad bill; but remember, at | 
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that time, and even now, not one do'lar of 
ihe two per cent. fund ari-ing upon the sales of 
the public lands, either in Alabama or Mississippi, 
had, or has yet been appropriated to making roads, 
according to the terms of the acts for their admis- 
sion into the Union. Each of those acts held the 
same language, “ihat five per cent. of the net! pro- 
creds of the lands lying within” each territory, sold 
after a certain day, fixed in each, “be reserved for 
making public roads and canals, of which three- 
fifths shall be applied to those objects within the 
said States, under the direction of the Legislatures 


thereof, and two fifths to the making of a road or | 


roads, leading to the said States, under the direction of `; 


Congress.” Now, sir, although Mississippi had at 
that time been a State between twelve and thirteen 
years, and Alabama between ten and eleven yea’s, 


and much of the public lands had, in the mean . 


time, been sold in each, and although the two per 
cent. fund of each had become considerable, and 
was continually accumulating, yet no road leading 
to either had been made or commenced, by or un- 


| der the direction of Congress, nor had one dollar of 
| that fund been applied, according to the terms of 
i the respective compacts. 
| (commonly so called) was a link in the great road, 


The Maysville road 


proposed to be made from Zanesville, on the Cum- 


berland read, by way of Maysvi'le and Lexington, , 


Kentucky, Nashville, Tennessee, and F.orence, 
Alabama, to New Oileans, which, Mr. C. said, (if 
he was not greatly nristaken,) had been laid out, 
with the approbation of the then Chief Magistrate, 
by the engineers of the United States. 


road contemplated, which led to, and through, Ala- 
hama and Mississippi, to the city of New Orleans; 
and, as the whole 2 per cent. fund of Alabama and 
Mississippi which had then accrued, or might there- 
after accrue, was unappropriated to any object con- 
templated by the compacts of those States with the 
General Government, he thought he was sustained 
and justified in the vote which he had given, and 
which had attracted the animadversion of the Se- 
nator from Illinois. However, (said Mr. C.) if the 


-circumstances stated do not sustain my vote on that 


occasion, I have another answer to give, which 
ought to be satisfactory to every ingenuous mind— 


that is, if not so justified, I frankly admit my vote 


was wrong. He said he regarded a confession of 
error one of the best modes of atonement. But 
(said Mr. C.) does all this prove that the Senator 
from Illinois is right, in pressing upon us a c'aim 
for an expenditure of money so prodigal and un- 
warrantabie? He would leave the Senate to de- 
cide. 

Mr. C. said it was due to himself that he should 
say, that ifthe Senator from Illinois would look 
through the journals of the House, during the ses- 
sion of 1829-39, (at which the Maysvi'le road bill 
had passed, and the first Mr. C. ever served in 
Oongress,) he would find that he (Mr. C.) had 


voted against every other simi'ar projec’; and, 1f- 


not very much mistaken, that Senator might ex- 
tend his search through the journals of both 
Houses, up to the present day, and not find his 
vote recorded in favor of another road of the kind 
This was some evidence, Mr. C. thought, that if he 
had sinned at a!l upon this subject, he was not a 
very great sinner. : . 

However, said Mr. C. in the Senator’s embar- 
rassment, and want of grounds to sustain himself, 
he again charges that Alabama is to have her two 
per cent. a bill having passed the Senate to relin- 
quish to her that fund, and, consequently, wonld 
have it inferred that Illinois, and her co-S ates in 
this business, must have all they may think proper 
toask. He said this seemed to be singular reason- 
ing; he would examine it for a mement. Is Ala- 
bama to receive, or have expended, her two 
per cent. fund before it accrues? Not so, 
said Mr. C.; so far from the fact, it has 
been accruing for more than twenty years, 
and now the bill, as passed, does not entitle her 
to receive all that has accrued at once, but only 
in quarterly payments, and as she may expend cor- 
responding sums, derived from other sources, upon 
the contemplated improvement; and she can only 
receive the balance as it may hereafter accrue. 


From what ; 
he had stated, Mr. C. said, it wou'd be apparent |, 
that the Maysville road was a part of the great . 


Not one dollar of that fund is to be anticipated or 
laid out for her benefit anti! after it shall have been 
first received into the Treasury of the United States, 
How diferent with Illin»isand the other North- 
western States! They have not only anticipated 
the receipt of every dollar of the two per cent. fund 
by appropriations before it accrued, but the Gene- 
ral Government has expended for their benefit 
millions of dollars beyond the largest amount that 
ever can possibly accrue. Alabama has asked, and 
expects to receive, no other favor than the mere pri- 
vilege of applying the amount of the fund (not one 
cent more) to making railroads connecting the Ten- 
nessee river, in the northern part of the State, and 
tthe Chatahvoche, on her eastern boundary, with 
the navigable waters of Mobile bay, instead of 
making a road or roads leading to the State. To 
such a change, merely inthe application of the 
fund, the General Government cannot object, be- 
cause we ask no more money, and its interest or 
convenience cannot be affected. Nor can the 
interests of the adjoining States be affected: they 
will be more benefited by such an application, than 
if laid out according to the provisions of the 
original compact. A railroad, from the Tennes- 
see river to the navigable waters of Mobile Bay, 
will open to all East Tennessee anda portion of 
Middle Tennessee, one of the finest markets in the 
world for all their rich and manifold productions. 
Even West Tennessee, up through the channel of 


| thatriverto the Northern terminus of the railroad, 
. may come in, and participate in the advantages of 


the same market. So the people of Georgia, from 
the country lying on the Chattahoochee, aronad 
and above Wes! Point, will find ready and easy ac- 
cess to Mobile; and derive advantages from the 
railroad already in progress in that quarter, far grea- 
ter than from the expendiiure of the fund on a road 
within the limitsof their own State. - Those are the 
only States, that can be considered directly inter- 
ested in the application of the two per cent fund of 
Alabama; and theSenators from neither of them 
have hitherto objected to the bill, to which the Se- 
nator from Illinois has alluded. If they do not ob- 
ject, and this Governmenft‘is to give no money, and 
lose no advantage, who has a right to complain? 
Mr. C. said it muste apparent, that the bill to 
change the appliegtion of the Alabama two per 


cent. fund bore fo analogy whatever to the bill 
now under censideration, and could not aid the’ 
gentleman in sustaining his claim to the appropria- 


roposed. 
The Sengte then adjourned till Monday next. 


MARKS OF MR. DANA, 

OF NEW YORK, 

In ile. House of Representatives, Friday, April 3, 
1840—On the amendment offered by Mr. Hann 
to the bill for the relief of Bailey and De'ord, 
proposing to pay a gross sum in full. 

Mr. DANA said he wished to trouble the House 
with a few words on the subject ef this claim; that 
he had no knowledge of the facts but what he ob- 
tained from the documents before the Elouse. His 
attention was first attracted to the subject from 
finding the name of an old acqua‘ntance among’ 
ihe witnesses; and on an examination of the docu- 
ments, which he made in consequence, he became 
satısfi-d of the justice of the claim, and hoped to 
be able to impress on a majority of the House the 
same opinion. A partof the evidence had been 
submitted to a committee of the House in 1836, 
and the claim reported against. The additional 
documenis presented at this session, it appeared, 
had not been sufficient to induce the committee to 
dissent from the former report. He ceemed it un: 
fortunate for the claim that the whole evidence had‘ 
not teen presented atonce. The first report, made: 
cn a part only of the proof, may have been correct, 
and tie additional proof might not be sufficient to 
require the committee to overrule the former report, 
and yet it might be very possible that the commit- 
tee, uninfluenced by the first report, would have 
deciled in favor of the claim. The error of the 
report is in considering Bailey and Delord as sutlers. 
They were not sutlers, but merchants, entirely un- 
connected with the army, except in the single 
transaction whence this claim arises. They made 
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their advances not on the credit of the soldiers, 
but at the request of the commanding officers, and 
on the credit of the Government. This clearly 
appears by all the testimony, and will not be dis- 
uted. The only question was, whether the offtcers 
in this case had aright to bind the Government. 
As a general rule, the officers of the army have not 
this power; itis only in cases of necessity that this 
wer devolves upon them. That there were cases 
in which the Government was answerable not only 
for the contracts, but even for the torts of officers 
and soldiers, had been repeatedly decided by the 
House. Where the army was in want of quarters 
or of provisions, they might seize on either, and. 
the Government would be responsible. Within a 
week or two, this House had passed a bill to com- 
pensate the owner of a dwelling which had been 
occupied as quarters by the troops, and burnt acci- 
dentally after their departure, by the fire left in it 
by the saldiers. Where a foraging party seize provi 
sions, or a body of troops take possession of quarters, 
it could make no difference whether i! was done with 
or without the consent of the owner. If the properly 
of two persons were thus appropriated to the use of 
the public, one of whom generously and patrioti- 
cally consented, and the other resisted, so that force 
was required lo obtain possession, the consent of 
the one could not weaken, nor the refusal of the 
other strengihen, his claim to compensation. A 
different doctrine would proscribe patriotism, and 
offer a premium for selfishness, There are, then, 
cases in which it must be conce‘ed that the officers 
of the army may bind the Government. WNecessily 
confers the power, and the power must exist when- 
ever the necessily occurs. In this case the exi- 
gency was pressing. By the default (not inien- 
tional) of the Government, the army was destitute 
of the means of subsis‘ence; they were in a state of 
suffering. They were consequently mutinous; one 
corps had stacked their arms. To preserve the 
army it was necessary to obtain supplies. The 
efficers appea'ed'to Bailey and Delord to make ad- 
vances, and assured them they should be pa‘d 
when the money arrived to pay the troops.. They 
did make the advarces, and the army was thereby 
preserved; bat before the money came, the troops 
were marched away and dispersed, leaving the 
claimants unpaid. 1f there can be a case in which 
necessity gives the right to bind the Government, 
this seems to be the one. There is another princi- 
p'e which, as between individuals, would give 
Bailey and Delord a legal claim. They paid the 
debt of the Government to the soldiers, at the Je- 
quest of the public officers; and if the Government, 
afer notice, paid the debt again to the soldiers, 
they did so in their own wrong. Tie mere fact of 
payment, by consent and notice, would, as between 
individuals, create a liability; but as to tbe Govern- 
ment, the rule ought to be held, with many grains 
of allowance. Here, however, the payment was 
hot merely by consent, but by the procurement cf 
the officers of the Government, under such circum- 
starces as to imperiously require it. This claim, 
therefore, appears to be just, and ought to be 
allowed and paid. 


LOSSES SUSTAINED BY INDIAN WARS 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE, 
Marca 12, 1840. 

The bill to provide fur the payment of damages 
sustained by individaals in the wars with the In- 
dian tribes since 1830, being taken up for consi- 
deration, eo 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked, that when the bill 
was before the Senate om a former day, he dis- 
covered that its passage was to be opposed. He 
had therefore with much care, and with -much ‘at- 
tention, examined its provisions, compared them 
with the provisions of the act of 1816 and 1817, 
and he hoped to be able to satisfy the Senate that 
there was no new principle asserted in the bill now 
under. consideration—that it was in truth a mea- 
sure founded upon the great principles of immuta-: 
ble justice. i 

Before he proceeded to give an analysis of the 
bill, he would state; forthe information of the Se- 
pate, that, at the last session of Congress, a mem- 


ber of the Committee on Claims, now no more 
{General Tipton, of Indiana,] bad, by direction of 
the committee, reported a bill substantially the 
Same as the one now before the Senate. No action 
was had upon that bill during that session. At the 
commencement of the pre‘ent session, that same 
bill was referred, by order of the Senate, to their 
Committee-on Claims, and he had reported back to 
the Senate the bill, with sundry amendments. It 
will be recollected that individuals having claims 
against the United States for property lost during 
the war with the Seminoles, had preferred them 
here fur allowance. These claims, if paid, accord- 
ing to the exhibits of the claimants themselves, 
wou'd necessarily require the expenditure of a 
large amcunt of tne public money. Many ef their 
private claims had at a former, and have at the 
present, session of Congres, been horoughly ex- 
amined by the Commitiee on Claims, and had re- 
ceived their faverable consileration. B.lis for the 
relief of many of the claimants were reported to 
the Senate at the last, and tho same bills, with some 
ethers, had been again favorably present-d to the 
Senate at the present session. He had asked the 
early attention ef the Senate to the general bi'l, 
which embraced the sam», and no other prin- 
cip'es, but what were distinctly embodied in the 
special b.lls to which he had referred. He had 
done this to the exclusion of those private bills, and 
he well knew that he had done it against the wish 
of those individual claimants. He had done this 
because a sense of justice demanded this general 
measure at the hands of Congress. They were 
claims of that character which required, in his 
jadgment, more prompt action than experience 
shows wou'd be bestowed by the uncertain and 
tardy operations attending the progress of private 
claims before Congress. They were claims of that 
character which should be examined by a tribunal 
constituted for that purpose. This was due to the 
claimants, and it was equally due to the Govern- 
ment. Having said thus much, he would now un- 
dertake to show what were the provisions of this 
general bill. 

The first section declares “that any person. who, 
since the year 1830, may have sustained damage 
by the destraction of his or her house or building, 
by the enemy, in the late wars between the United 
States and the Indian tribes, or any of them, in 
consequence of the same being occup.ed as a mili- 
tary deposite, for military or naval stores, or as 
barracks for the military forces of the United 
States, under the authority of an officer or agent of 
the United S ates, shall be allowed and paid the 
amount of such damages.” Is there any thing 
wrong in that? Isit not right in itself? Is it not 
com;atidle with our netions of equa! justice? 


should be destroyed by the enemy, but it particu- 
larly declares that the destructicn should have been 
made in consequence of the same having been occu- 


stores, or in consequence of the same having been 
ocgúpied as barracks for the atmy of the United 
ates; and that occupation, too, under the autho- 
Tity of an agent of the United States. The great 
and Jeadirg principle embraced in this section is, 


principle lying atthe very foundation of a repre- 
sentative Government. 

The owner parts not with his own voluntarily; 
he surrenders not his substance of his own free 
will, But the Government take it;. it divests 
the proprieicy not only of the property tut of the 


nefit of the Uni ed States. The Government says 
to the owner, this building is wanted for public 
purposes, fur barracks for the army; it must be 
abandoned by him, and given up for the so'e use, 
and subject to the exclusive control, of public an- 
thority. While thas used, the enemy lay it waste; 


is attacked; the occupants are driven, by the force 
arrayed against them, from their possession; and 
the torch is at oace applied, until the whole is re- 
daced to a pile of rains. Shall the individual 
owner be compelled, by the stern and severe regu- 
lations of his paternal Government, to bear the loss, 


The section declares not only that the building | 


pied as a military deposite for military and naval | 


that individual property shall not be taken for pub- | 


lic use, without making proper remuneration—a | 


possession, and d'sposes cf it for the use end be-. 


while in the occupat on of the American army, it | 
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occasioned by no fault of his, but occasioned solely 
by the interpos tion of a power over which he had 
no controli? For one, he would not be guilty of 
such flagrant injustice. Even should it require the 
last do'lar in the Treasury, he woul. appropriate it 
for such an object. Nor is there any thing new in 
this principle—it is as old as our Government; and 
our legis'ation has heretofore been based upon this 
same great principle, that private property can- 
not be taken for public use without compensation. 
He had carefully compared that section with for- 


| mer acts of Congress upon like subjects, and he was 


most happy to add, that there was nothing new in 
principle in this whole bill. After the close of the 
last war, anact was approved on the 9th April, 
1816, “te authorize the payment for property lost, 
captured, or d:stroyed, by the enemy, while in the 
military service of the United States, and for other 
purposes.” The 9th section of that act provides 
that any perscn, whe, in the time aforesaid, has 
sustained damage by tre destruction of his or her 
house or building by the enemy, while the same 
was occupied as a military deposite, under the au- 
thority of an cfficer or agent of the Unitea States, 
shall be a'lowed and paid the amount of such da- 
mage, provided that it shall appear that such oc- 
cupation was the cause of i's destruction.” 

This was te provide for propeity destreyed on the 
Northwestern frontier during the last war with 
Great Britain; and here is an express authority for 
the bill before the Senate. The s:c'ion quoted, is 
substantially like the first section of the present - 
bill; but if those opposed to this measure should be 
of opinion that the committee had extended the 
provisions of the ninth section of the act of 1816, 


‘| he would refer them to the act of the 3d of March, 


1817, by which a iegislative construction was given 


' to the actof 1816, wherein it is deciared to mean to 


; none. 


extend to the very description of cccupation as is 
set forth io the first section or the bill now before 
the Senate. The committee have used, injthis sec- 
tion, the very terms of the act of 1817. 

He thought, then, he had shown, most cone'a- 
sively, rot only the entire justice of the measure 
itself, tut a precedent in terms for the bill, when 
Congress was attempting to make provision for 
propeity destroyed, in the manner specified, upon 
the Northwestern frontier. 

This is ail that he wished now to say with refe- 
rence to the first section of his bill. 

The second section provides that, where the pro- 
perty, having been in the occapancy of the troops 
of the United States, shall te destroyed by the or- 
der of an cfficer of the United States, the owner 
shall be allowed and paid therefor. 

This section is equa'ly founced in jastice. The 
property is taken, without the consent of the 
owner, for public purposes, occupied as public bar- 
racks, the United States authority exercising abs» 
lute and exclusive control over it—and for public 
purposes it is destroyed, not by the act or neglect 
of the owner, but by the express order of an Unit- 
ed States cflicer. In such a case, where weu'd be 
the equity, the justice, the right, of withholding 
full compensaticn to the owner? There would te 
And in the cases embraced, 2s wel! in the 
first as in the second sections, the owners, in his 
judgment, would sedom, if ever, be made whole 
by any allowance they may obtain by the agency 
of Congress. : 

The third s:ction of the bill also finds its war- 
ranty in the act cf 1816, Inthe firth section of 
that act a provision is contained precisely similar 
to the one set forth in the third section of the bilt 
before the Senate. And this als») seemed to hm 
to have its foundation in justice and right. The 
first, the second, and the third sections rest upon 
the principle that private property is sacred—that 
when, and when only, the interest of the public de+ 
mand, can it be invaded; and then it may dé dis- 
posed of to meet public exigencies, or ‘ase f to meet 
public purposes, provided that a fall aad ‘adequate 
consideratio shall be yielded therefor. He resied, 
then, this billcn that principle. It had been wi-ey 
and justly incorporated in tbe acts of 1816 and 
and 1817. He trusted that the present was a fit 
occasion for its re-ensctmient. , 

Tne other parts of the bill were mere details. 
The last section gave authority to the Third Auditor 
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to decide on all cases underthis act. He had great 
confidence in the industry and faithfulness of that 
officer; but if Senators preferred a different tribu- 
nal for auditing these claims, he would not object. 
He felt well assured that the duty might safely 
and properly be 
would not say that it might not be as we!l confided 
to another. This was not the great matter with 
him. His object was to have the principles em- 
braced in the first three sections of this bill, become 
the law of the land. Who should be charged with 
the examination and adjudication of the claims, 
was a secondary object. It will be recollected that 
the examination of the claims of a like character, 
under the acts of 1816 and 1817, were ultimately 


confided, by the act of Congress of 20th Api’, | 


1818, to this same officer. 


He could not well conceive what objections | 
would be urged. He was aware that the Senator ` 


on his right [Mr. Gronpy] was prepared for battle. 
He was hoping that the distinguished Senator 
would lend him his aid in perfecting this bil’; but 
he should wait and see what objections would be 
started. He would say in advance, that he was 
not tenacious for this particular bill. If any Sena- 
tor could devise a better measure to reach the cb- 
ject aimed at; he should be most happy to adopt it. 

The time had come when something should be 
done; the honor of the Government, as well as jus- 
tice te the individua's concerned, demanded that 
something should be done, and done speedily. 

Can it be possible that a single member of this 
Senate will vote against allowing an individual 
claim, if clearly brought within the provisions of 
the ninth section of the act of April, 1816? He 


trusted not. It may be again said, by way cf ob- . 


jection, that the Senate had already passed a bill 
providing for thc settlement of private claims, and 
that the passage of this bill was therefore uncalled 
for. It may be said, as it was said on a former 
occasion, that a different rule ought to prevail in 
the allowance of claims for property destroyed in a 
war with an Indian tribe frem that which should 
govern Congress in passing upon claims for pro- 
perty destroyed ina war with a civilized nation; 
that the practice of an Indian enemy, it is alle. ed, 


is “an indiscriminate and wanton destrection of | 
private property,” and that the Government ought | 


not to provide any more for the payment of pro- 
perty of individuals, taken for the use of Govern- 
ment, than fer other property lost by the fa'e of 
war. He would examine briefly these ohj-ctions. 
And first of all, he must say that the sta‘ement that 
it was the habit of an Indian enemy indiscriminately 
to destroy all property, was not correct io fact. 


As to the first objection, Mr. H. said, it was trae ' 


confided to the Third Aaditor—he || 


| been sacrificed by his country’s enemy, in conse- 
` quence.of its military occupation by his country’s 


the Senate had already passed a bill for the esta- ` 


blishment of a Board of Commissioners to settle 
private claims; and if that bill had passed the other 


branch of Congress, we shou'd not urge the pas- , 


sage of the present bill. But what is to be don ? Is 
the Senate to wait until the last hour of the ses-ion, 
when they may be informed that the House have 
not concurred in the bill which has already been 
passed by the Senate, for establishing a Board of 
Commissioners, and when it will be too late to ori- 
ginate and perfect such a measure as is now before 
the Senate? No: the proper course is for the 
Senate to do its whole duty; pass the bill, send it 
to the House, and the effect may be to secure the 
passage of one or other of the general bils. He 
would not delay action, for the reason that the 
Senate hes already passed one bill, which, if it be- 
comes a law, might render this Lill unnecessary. 
This objection would apply with equal force 
against taking up and 


considerirg any private ; 


bill upon the calendar. And what would be said | 


by a Senator, who had a private bill, in the pas- 
sage of which he felt a deep interest, to be told that 
there would be no propriety in acting on it, be- 
cause the Senate has already passed a genera! bill 
providing for the adjustment of all private c'aims. 
He was of opinion that such a reply would be 
wholly unsatisfactory. Again, he would urge upon 
the Senate to do what it ought to do with all the 
bills, public and private, upon their calendar; and 
let the House act according to its own discretion 
and sense of justice. If the bill now before them 
should bẹ passed, avy farther action vpon this 


! Seminole Indians, and during 1ecent hostilities 
: with the Creeks, had taken possession of the houses 
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bill, and upon all priva‘e bills, will be unn‘ cessary. 
Should that bill not find favor in that branch, itis 
to be hoped that this may. If both should be re- 
jected by the House, then Congress is left to pass 
upon such'private bills as in their judgment should 
be perfected. 

There was.another objection stated, which merits 
some notice. There was an error in supposing 
that, by applying the principles of the acts of 1816 
and 1817 to a savage war, the committee had 
based their act on unsound’principles, and had in- 
troduced into the bill a new principle. It will be 
seen by a reference to the act of 1817, that the 
provision of that act, and of the act to which that 
was an amendment, (the act of 1816,) ‘were ex- | 
tended to the gases of property lust, captured, or 
destroyed in the wars with the Indian tribes,” Åc. 

Here, then, is direct authority for this very bill. 


The acts of 1816 and of 1817 were extended to © 


property lost in Indian wars; but even if those acts ` 
did not embrace property destroyed or captured in 


wars with Indian tribes, he would ask where is 


there any semblance of justice in making the dis- 
tinction? The United States, for public purposes, 
engage in a war with the tribe of Seminole In- 
dians. In the prosecution of that war, they take ; 
private property for public use—they convert the 
dwell ngs of individuals into barracks for our | 
troops, Or into depots for military or naval stores; 
and in the progress of the war, this description of 
property is destroyed by the enemy. Its owner 
learns that, that while the houses of his neighbors |i 
have been saved from destruction, his own has 


i! 


} 


troops. And it would indeed be a sorry comfort to 


him to be to'd, that for all this he can receive no 
remuneration, because the property was destroyed 
ina war with an Indian nation. The act of his 
Government is the same in both cases—the 
consequence to the owner the same in both cases. 
The property of individuals has been taken in both 
cases for public purposes; and in his judgment jus- 
tice demands payment in the one as well as in the 
other. He would again say that he would not ob- 
ject to any change in the details of his bill, which 
would mere effectually promote his object; but he 
would be better pleased to have the co-operation of 
friends, rather than of enemies, in perfecting this 
measure. 

It may not be unprofitable to take a cursory ex- 
amination of the cases which have come to the 
knowledge of the Commitee on Claims, and which 
have induced them to recommend to the Senate the 
adoption of this general measure for the ultimate 
relief of suffering claimants. 

What were the facts? What had taken place, 
calling imperiously upon Congress for legislative 
actin? He would briefly state. The officers of the 
American army, during the present war with the 


and property of individuals, and disposed of them 
for barracks and for the other uses of the army; 
and while thus occupied, the property was utterly 
destioye t by the enemy. Are Senators acquainted 
with the facts as they transpired in the cases of 
Genera! Hernandez, Gen. Clinch, and Jno. J. Bu- 
low, jr.? cases clearly within the acts of 1816 and 
17, which have already been cited. It had been 
his painful daty to make himself familiar with the 
history of these, a: well as cther cases of a like 
character. In one memorable case, not only was 
the dwelling and the house of the owner taken and 
converted into barracks for the American troops, 
fortified by a breastwork made from his own cotton 
bags, but he himself was impressed into the public 
service, and by reason of which his life was sacri- 
ficed. He alluded to the case of Bulow. Wil 
the Senate refuse todo justice—full, ample, entire 
justice—to his heirs? He could not believe it. This 
is but one case. The evidence had all been de- 
tailed before the committee, and there wzs no room 
to question that preperty, thus taken, controlled and 
possessed by public authority, was destroyed, and 
became wholly lost to the owners by the act of the 
enemy, in consequence of such occupation. In 


other instances, provisions and personal property 
of other descriptions had been taken for the sub- | 
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sistence and necessary use of the army, for which 
no compensation was made at the time, or has ever 
been made since. 

These were some of the facts presented to the 
committee, and they could not hesitate a moment 
to render what iustice they could to the claimants, 
It is true that they have reported special bills, as 
well as the general bill now under discussion—sgo 
that if the latter should be rejected, the former, he 


| hoped, might be passed. He did not believe that 
| the amount which would necessarily be withdrawn 
| from the Treasury, would be as large as many Se- 


nators had suppore}. He had not, from the evi- 
dence, discovered any thing alarming in the amount. 
He was per-uaded that if the act was faithfully ex- 
ecu'ed, every claim coming within the provisions of 
the bill, might be satisfied within the amount spe- 
cified in a report he had made to the Senate at the 
last session, which, if he rightly recollected, was 
less than one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
But the amount of the claims had no terrors to 
him, nor would it deter him from doing, what he 
believed, most conscientiously, to be his bounden 
duty. 

It isa fact known to him, that some of these 
claimants had been reduced from independence to 
penury by the act of this Government, by the 
destruction of their plantations for public purposes. 


‘| These were the very claimants who had long 


been knocking at the door of the Senate, and 
asking justice at theic hands. Can the Senate 
turn a deaf ear to their petitions? No: every con- 
sideration of equal justice, of right, and of hu- 
manity, forbid ir. He then would appeal to the Se- 
nate to pass this bill, which looks to a remuneration 
to these claimants for the loss, which they have, 
without their agency, been compelied to endure. 

Mr. WRIGHT inquired whether the bill already 
passed by the Senate to establish a board of com- 
missioners to hear and examine claims against the 
United States would not reach the casés alluded to 
by the Senator? 


[Mr. Hupsarp said undoubtedly the bill would - 


reach some of them.] 

Mr. W. then thought that, if this bill were 
passed, it would be a kind ef duplicate legislation. 
There was one bill already sent to the other House 
of a general character, and before that was acted 
on, here was another of a general specific nature, 
(if he mightte allowed to use such a phrase.) 
ia might have a tendency to embarrass the 
other. : 

Again: The same difficul'y that had presented 
itself to his mind, when the bill for the relief of 
John J. Bulow was discussed, sill existed, and he 
thought the committee had not based the reporton 
sound principles when they sought to apply the re- 
cognised usages of civilized to that of savage war- 
fare: they were diametrically opposed in every re- 
spect. In the one case, persons who had property 
were anxious to have the troops kept as far as pos- 
sib'e from théir domicils, lest the enemy might be 
provoked to destroy them; but in a war with 
savages, who destroyed ind‘scr:minately, the case 
was entirely reversed, and it was at all times desi- 
rable to have the property occupied, that it might 
be guarded from destruction. In the instances b>- 
foie them, so far from the property teing destroyed 
in consequence of occupation, it was pio'ected £0 
long as the troops had it in possession, and hence he 
was not disposed to lend his sanc'ion to a measure 
that wou'd make the Government responsible on 
principles so (sentially opposed to each o her. Mr. 
W: thought, too, that if such a principle as that 
laid down wes ence established, it might lead the 
way to other Indian wars, besides opening the doors 
of the Treasury to an almost indefinite extent. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama expressed his surprise 
and regret that the bill under consideratic n should 
be met by such opposition as it had encountered. 
He could not reconcile his mind to the idea that 
the amount of claims should be a bar to the pas- 
sage offa law, when justice was on his side. Coul 
it be admitted for a moment that a ci‘izen of this 
‘country should not be paid the amount of a just 
claim, because the amount was large? Did the 
amount of a claim, whether large or small, have 
any thing todo with the question whethcr it was 
josi? He could not agree to any such proposition. 
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Equity and justice should be the considerations to 
guide us in such matters. 

The Senator from New Yoik [Mr. WRricnT] 
seemed to think that property destroyed by a sa- 
vage foe could not come within the principles recog- 
nisd in civilized warfare; but was such a docirine 
correct, or could it be sustained? Should it ever 
be said that this Government would refuse remu- 


neration for property destroyed when in the occu- | 


pancy ef our troops, or by the orders of its own 
agents, without the consent of its owners? _ He 
hoped never to see such princip'es recognised. 
Nor (said Mr. C.) does the bill under considera- 


‘tion involve any new principle; the Senator from ! 
New Hampshire [Mr. HosrarD] has shown pre- 


cedents for all its provisions in the legislation which 
followed the war of 1812. 

Mr. C. then went into an examination of the 
several provisions of the bill, in order to show the 
several classes of claims which it embraced. The 
first section, he said, provided that ‘any person who, 
since the year 1830, may have sustained damage by 


the destruction of his or her house or building by | 


the enemy, in the late wars between the United 
States and the Indian tribes, or any of them, in con- 
sequence of the same being occupied as a military 
deposite for military or naval stores, or as barracks 
for the military forces of the United States, under 
the authority of an officer or agent of the United 
States, shall be allowed and paid the amount of 
such damages.” 
Mr. C. said the Iznguage of this section was spe- 
ciicand guarded. To enlitte the owner of pro- 
perty to compensation for damages, the injured pro- 
perty must have been employed, under the autho- 
rity of an officer or agent of the United States, for 
‘military purposes—for purposes connected with 
the defence of the country, or the prosecu- 
tion of the war in which she was engaged. 
The officer or agent of the Government 
must have occupied the house or building 
of a citizen “as a military deposite, for military or 
naval stores, cr as barracks for the military forces 
of the United States”—that is, as a place for the 
preservation of your munitions of war, or the 
means of subsisting your army or navy; or for the 
protection of your troops, and the better defence of 
the count y. And shall we be told that the pro- 
perty of a private individual shail be thus used for 
important public purposes, and if, ‘in consequence” 
of being so used, it is injured or destroyed by the 
enemy, ho compensation shall be made to the suf- 
fere? Why, sir, (said Mr. C.) such doctrine 
would not only be at variance with every principle 


of ordinary fairness and justice, but it would be - 


in conflict with the spirit, if not the let:er, of the 5h 
article of the Cons.itation, which, amongst other 
things, contains the guarantee: “nor shall private 
property be taken for public use, without just 
compensation.” And, sir, (said Mr. C.) is there 
any difference in principle, when our officers or 
agents have so used private proper'y for public be 
nefit and convenience, whether the enemy who in- 
jures or destroys it belongs to an Indian tribe or a 
civilized nation? Has it been less useful or bene- 
ficial to the pablic, or will its loss or injary be less 
seriously felt by the individual owner, in one case 
than the other? Certainly not. The character of 
the enemy neither affcc's the right of the pubiic to 
the use of pzivate property, nor the claim of the 
individual to compensation. The only material 
question is, whether the cilizen’s property has been 
injured or destroyed in consequence of having been 
taken for public use. If that question must be an- 
swered affirmatively, the claim to compensation 
necessarily follows. 
Mr. C. said the whole argument of the Senator 
` from New York seemed to be directed against the 
first section of the bill. It certainly did not apply 
- to either of the others; and he could not well ma- 
gine that any argument could be offered against 
‘the other provisions. What were they? The sẹ- 
cond section directed compensation for the destruc- 
tion of a house or building, “by order of an 
officer of the United States, commanding in the 
wars aforesaid, or (as Mr. C. proposed amending 
it) by the occopancy of the same by the troops 
of the United States.” Mr. C. could not sup- 
‘pose that any ome would refuse to make satisfac- 
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lion for an injury done to private properly in 
either of those ways; and having heard no argument 
against the provision, deemed it unnecessary to con- 
sume time by further remarks upon it, at present. 
The provisions of the third sec'ion, Mr. C. 
thought still less obnoxiousto objection or cavil. 
It provides “ that when any property has been im- 
pressed or taken by public authority since the pe- 
riod aforesaid, for the use or subsistenċe of the ar- 
my, during the wars aforesaid, and the same shall 
have been destroyed, lost, or consumed, the owner 
of such property shall be paid the value thereof,” 
&c. Now, it seemed to Mr. Cray, that it was suf- 
ficient to state the proposition contained in this sec- 
tion, to secure the assent of every mind. Would 
the Senator from New York, or any other gentle- 
man, contest the obligation of the Government to 
pay for property impressed, or taken without the 
consent of the owner, and which was “destroyed, 
lost, or consumed” in the public service? Mr. C. 
could not believe that any one would deny the jus- 
tice of such a claim, or the expediency of paying 
the amonnt. 


to be for the subsistence of our troops, and the 
horses in the public service. Going into the enemy’s 
country, long distances from the dense settlements 
and the means of supply, and o ten with very in- 
adequate means of transportation, our offices and 
soldiers were compelled to suffer the greatest priva- 
tions, and were sometimes in danger of starvation. 
Hence they laid hold of the means of subsistence 
for themselves, and forage for their horses, 
wherever they found it, to whomsoever it 
belonged, and with or without the consent 
of the owner. Nor were they to blame for 
so acting under such exigencies. And, Mr. C. in- 
quired, could the justice of a claim for property, 
so consumed by an army, be denied? No, he said, 
the people of this country would revolt at the in- 
justice of refusing payment in such a case, 

Bat, Mr. C. said, he not only contended that the 
bill, in its present shape, involved no new prin- 
ciple, but he should endeavor to make it still 
broader in its provisions, by engrafting on it the 
principle of the law of 1802, regu'ating trade and 
intercourse with the Indian tribes. He could show, 


by reference to the law alluded to, that this Go- | 


vernm:nt had given a pledge of indemnity for in- 
juries arrsing out of Indian hostilities, going far 
beyond the provisions of the bill as it now stood; 
and he should call on the Senate to redeem the 
public faith by the adoption of an amendment 
which he should presently offer. 

{Mr. C. here read so much of the 14ih section of 
the “act to regalate trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the fion- 
tiers,” approved March 30th, 1802, as relates to 
indemnity for property destroyed by the Ind ans ] 

Mr. C. then went on to remark, that it had been 
seen by the sec'ion of the act which he had just 
read, 'hatcomplete indemnity was designed by its 
framers for all injuries and destruction of property 
“by any Indian or Indians belonging to any tribe 
in amity with the Uni'ed States.” The act in- 
tended to discriminate between injuries perpetrated 
by marauding parties, while their naticn was at 
peace with the Government, and those resu'ting 
from a general war. In such cases the act of 1802 
made it the duty of the citizen or inhabitant to 
make application to the super nterdent, or such 
other person as the President of the United States 
should authorize for that purpcse, whcse duty it 
then became, usder the direction of the President, 
to make application to the nation or tribe to which 
the cffrnding Indians belonged, for satisfaction; 
and if the tribe or nation neglected or refused to 
make satisfaction, upon notice from the superin- 
tendent, the President was bound to take suchother 
steps as m‘ght be proper to obtain satis‘acticn for 
the injury; ‘and in the mean time, [says the law,] 
in respect to the property so taken, stolen, or de- 
stroyed, the United States guaranty to the party in- 
jured an eventual indemnification.” 

Here, then, said Mr. C. is the faith of the Go- 
vernment pledged, that “eventual indemnification” 
shali be afforded to any citizen whore property may 
be “taken, stolen, or destroyed, by any Indian, or 
Indians, belonging to any tribe in amity with the 


| State, has | een destroyed since the said year 1830 


He said that much the largest class 
of claims embraced by this section, would turn out | 
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United States.” Nor did the enactment stop here. 
In a subsequent clause of the same section, it is 
provided “that it shall be lawful for the President 
of the United States to deduct such sum or sums as 
shall be paid for the property taken, stolen, or de- 
stroyed, by any such Indians, out of the annual sti- 
pend which the United States are bound to pay to 
the tribe to which such Indian shall belong.” Now, 
said Mr. C. all I ask of the Government is to re- 
deem its pledged faith, by providing the means, and 
granting the indemnity, contemplated by the act on 
which I have remarked, for the same class of in- 
juries. To accomplish this object the more certainly, 
Mr. C. said he had prepared an amendment, to 
come in as the fourth section of the bill under con- 
sideration, which he would then read for the infor- 
mation of the Senate. He then read the following 


section, as the amendment offered by him: 


Szc. 4. And be it further enacted, That whenever it shall 


| be made appear, by satisfactory proof, that any house, building, 


or improvement, or personal property within the limits of any 

t ‘ € by any In- 
dian or Indians belonging to any tribe or nation, the Govern- 
ment, or majority of which, shall have been, atthe time uf such 
destruction, at peace with the United States, the owner or own- 


į ers of such property shall be allowed and paid the amount of 


damages thereby sustained. 

Mr. C. said it would be seen that his amend- 
ment corresponded substantially with the 14th 
section of the act of 1802. It was clearly within 
its principle, and differe! in nothing material, ex- 
except that it did not reqnire an application by the 
injured citizen to the Superintendent, or such other 
person as the President might authorize in the first 

He would briefly explain the reason of 


lace. 
qi. departure from that feature of the-act of 


1802. It would be found his amendment contem- 
plated satisfaction for the destruction or injury of 
property “ within the limits of any State ” It was 
intended to cover injuries perpetrated by the tribes 
once living East of the Mississippi, but now, 
carried West of that river; and more especially 
the losses sustained by the citizens of Alabama 
and Georgia, by the depredations of the Creeks and 
Cherokees, tetore the removal. Mr. C. said he 
did not know that there was any superintendent, 
of either of those tribes, to whom the app'ication, 
contemplated by the act he had referred to, could 
have been made. It was known that, owing to 


| State of things, exis ing before the removal of the 


Creeks and Cherokees, they had necessarily been 


| hurried off in great haste, not affording time, then, 


for such a proceeding; and now thre was no su- 
p'rintendent on this side of the Mississippi. 
Under such circumstances, Mr. C. said he had 
thought it beter to cmit that feature of the 
section; but he had obviated any gcod ob- 


; jection on that ground, by requiring that the in- 


jary “be made appear by sat'sfactory proof.” 
Under such a requirement, with a competent offi- 
cer to investigate and determine, it would hardly 
be possible that the Government could lose unjast- 
ly. In the mean time, he said, it would cpen the 
way for many meritoricus and much injured citi- 
zens, whom we were bound to protect in the en- 
joyment of their rights, to ccme forward and obtain 
redress. 


Mr. C. thought the claims of the citizens cf 


| Alabama to the proposed mdemnity, were peculi- 
: arly strong. 


Tt would be recollected that the Gc- 
vernment of the United States had purchased all 
the lands claimed by the Creek Indians, lying wiih- 
in that Sate, grantirg to heads of families, and 
chiefs, reservations, which they were authorized to 
sell ia fee simple. The Indians sold their reser- 
vations, and the Government surveyed and sold the 
remaining lands; thus inviting a white population 
among the Indians, who were not removed, as they 
should have been, as fast as they sold ou', Mr. 
C. said it must be admitted by all, that, by the 
circumstances to which he had referred, the Go- 
verament was under increased obligations to pro- 
tect those who had purchased a.d settled in the ter- 
ritory purchased of the Creeks. Instead of removirg 
the Indians, as fast they sold their reservations — 
for they had no right to remain a day after such a 
sale, according to his view of the trealy—they 
had been permitted to remain, year after year, 
contracting all the vices of most prcfiigate white 
men, until many had. become dissolute and aban- 
doned., Perhaps the goadings of want, as well as 


a 
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the absence of all moral restraints, had led them to 
comm t depredations on the property of our unof- 
fending citizens. In the mean time the Govern- 
ment had kept no adequate military force sta- 
tioned amongst them, to restrain them from the per- 
petration of trespasses or crimes, though repeat- 
edly appealed to upon the subject, axd urged to | 
farnish the necessary protection. 
-Mr. C. cana just Government refuse remunera- | 
jon for injuries, sustained by citizens, who were | 
settled on land sold to them by you, or by your 
‘autherity; and who were not only entitled to your 
guardian care, but who warned you òf their danger, 
again and again, and claimed your protection? 
He said this was the question npon which the fate 
of his amendment turned; and, until compe'led by 
a vote of the majority of the Senate, he could not 
lose confidence in the justice of his country. 

Mr. GRUNDY did not object to tne justice of | 
the c'aim; on the contrary, he had no doubt that 
many of them were so; buthe objected to the bill 
for several reasons. One was, that it recognised 
the principle that property destroyed in savrge 
warfare came as much within the principle of tne 
law of 1817 as though it were destroyed in civi- 
lized warfare, (if indeed there was any such thing 
as civilized warfare,) when it was a well known cus- 
tom of the savage to destroy indiscriminately all 
within hs reach, never asking whether it had been 
in the occupancy of regular troops or not. Anc- 
ther objection was, that the business was to be 
placed in the hands of the Third Auditer, thu 
adding to his duties, when the business of his offi 
was already one or two years behindhand, and 
could not be brought up with ail the force he pos- 
sessed. He had every confidence in the Third 
Auditor, but not when he had no time to examine 
matters fairly. Again, it was opening the Trea- 
gury to be plundered by ex parte testimony. He 
was for paying what was jusily due, and did not 
object on the score of amount; bat tne very magni- 
tade of the claims ought to make them more care- 
ful, and compel them to act with caution and with 
judgment. ‘The other bill, which had gone to the 
House, was general in its character, and he thought 
it ample in its provisions, and a better gaard on 
the Treasury than the one before them. 

Mr. HUBBARD was not tanacicus of the se- 
eond section, giving the business to the-Third Au- 
ditor; that could be stricken out if the Senaior could 
give it his support. That officer had been selected 


Now, sir, said || 


for his prcaliar fitness, from his long and well 
known assiduity and care in sett'ing claims, 

Mr. LUMPKIN said, in reply to Mr. GRUNDT: 
Mr. President, my honorabie friend from Tennes- 
see, with his usual ability and ingenuity, has made 
many remarks calculated to disparage the meri's of 
this just and salutary measure. Yes, sir, a mea- 
sure so obviously demanded by every principle of 
equity and justice, that even its cpp n-nts are 
forced to admit on all sides that relief, m some 
form, cught to be extended to the claimants intend- 
cd to te provided for ty this bill. Allow me to 
say, sir, that the arguments of my friend from Tea- 
nessee, [Mr. Grunpy,] and the mode an manter 
of his opposition, appear to me to be bet:er suit- | 
ed to the lawyer than 10 the Senatcr. The Sena- 
tor has crit:cized the phraseology of the bill, 
and attemp‘ed to show that its provisions 
could nct be carried into effect. without+cndan- 
gering the interest of the Gove nment, as 
well as that of the indiv.dual claimants, 
He therefore seems to feel himself justified in 
oporsing the measure in all ns parts. Now, sv, 
this kind of opposition becomes the attorney, who 


is under obligations to his client to make the best i 


of his‘case—who feels bound to lessen the liability | 
of his client to the lowest possibleamsunt cf which 
the nature of the claim will admit. But, sir, I 
won'd respectfully ask, is this the proper course of 
a legisiator, when applied to Lonest, fair clriniants, 
who are admitted ty have jast demands against 
their Government—c'aims for the simple reim- 
bursement of the value of their property, teken 
without their consent by the strong arm of the Go- 
vernment,.for the purpese of aiding the Govern- 


ment in the execution of its legilimate measures of 
warfare against a savage fue? ; 
The Constitution of the United States makes it 
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the imperious duty of Congress to provide for and 
pay the claims of our citizens, for property taken 
from them for the use of the public service of the 


country; and itis such claims as these which our. 


suffering citizens now present, and which it is 
intended by the friends of this bill to provide tor. 

If it be admitted that the bill, in its present shape, 
is imperfect, and susceptible of amendment—if it 
can be relieved of any supposed vagueness, or am- 
biguity of language, and the provisions for the 
faithtul execution of the true intent and object of 
the measure can be improved—I would then, sir, 
invite and ask the aid of the Senator from Ten- 
nessee in effeeting an object which is as desirable 
to the friends of the measure, as it can be to those 
who oppose it. We have a right, sir, to ask and 
claim the aid of every Senator in perfecting this 
measure, who makes the admissions which we hear 
from every speaker, to wit: that many jus: claims 
do exist, of the character contemplated to be pro- 
vided for by this bill. 

But, sir, w.thout questioning the purity of the 
motives, or the acuteness of the comprehensions, 
of the Senators from New York and Tennessee, 
[Mr. Wricut and Mr. Gronpy,] I must te per- 
mitted to say, that the course of their opposition to 
this measure, to my mind, has the appearanze of 
hostily to these claims altegether. Ther pol cy, 
according to my apprehension of its effects, 
amonnts to a rejection of these claims. 

What is the cours: of argument by these Sna- 
tors? One of them, Mr. Waicut, in his lucid man- 
ner of communicating his ideas, draws distinctions 
between the claims of citizens fer property in the 
occupancy of the army of the United S:ates, as well 
as property taken for the public use of the army, 
when thus occupied and taken in a war with civi- 
lized and savage nations. He seems to think that 
the legislation of Congress in 1816 and 1817, pro- 
viding for claims, precisely similar to thore now 
under consideration, was all right and proper, be- 
cause the United States incurred these liabilities 
whi'e engaged in a war with Great Britain, a civis 
lized na ion: but when the property of a citizen 


i is taken for public use, in aid of prosecuting a war 


against a savage propie, the case is then altered 
and changed, and that similar legislation in the two 


| ecses is not demanded for the relief of the injured | 


and suffering citizen. 

I would ask, sir, are these distinctions reasona- 
ble; are they just? Shall we take private proper- 
ty for public use, and refuse, or even delay, to 
reimburse the suffering cit zen? But, sir, the Sena- 
tor from Tenness-e, [Mr. Gaunpy,] and, I tevieve, 


the Senator from New York, [Mr. Wricnt,] both - 


admit the justice of some of these claims. They say 
they ought to be provided for, and wha'ever is right 
and justcught to te done. Yct, sir, the fiients of this 
measure have thus far fai'el in every attempt to 
present these jus: claims in an acceptable form, to 
those who throw obstacles in the way of their 
speedy adjustment. 
sented—restricted to individual claims—we have 
been told this was partial legislation. We have 
been advised to bring ina measure of a general 
character, which wonld place ll the claim- 
an's on an equal footing. And, sir, I have 
been inclined myself to favor this suggestion. 
As the friend of equal political rights. I have 
felt no disposition to give more speedy relief 
to claimants who are capable of presenting 
and prosecuting their claims, 
int ll gence and . efficiency—persons 
public character, standing, and friends, here and 


elsewhere. No, sir, my object is, and has been, | 


to administer equal and exact justice to all these 
claimants, regardless of their respective conditions 
in life. Therefore I now appear as the advocate 
of this measure, in preference to urging individual 


claims which have been confided to my care; and | 


for the payment of which I feel much solicitudes, 
as I have examired the evilence in support of the 
claims placed in my hands, and am fully convinced 
of the justice of a portion of them. But now, sir,that 
the honorable chairman of the Committee of Claims 
(Mr. Elreparp] has presented tofthe Senate a reneral 
bill, which he has prepared with great care and 
consideration, and hassuppored and elu dated 
every thing connected with the subject, with an 


When bills have been pre- | 


with the requisite | 
who have | 
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. ability and perspicuity§ that leaves but li:tle which 


is necessary to be added by his friends, who concur 
in his views, we are advised by sone of the 
oppanents to the payment of these claims, to intro- 
duce private bills forthe relief of each individual 
claimant. 

Others contend, that the bill which has already 
passed the Senate during the present session of Con- 
gress, and which has been sent to the House of 
Representatives for concurrence—‘‘Establishing a 
Board of Commissiouers to hear and examine 
claims against the United S:ates’—amply provides 
for the settlement of the claims under considera- 
tion, and therefore the present bill is useless or su- 
perfluous. 

Thus it appears, sir, clea'ly, that these sufferirg 
claimants are made the sport of various expedi- 
ents. The hope of relief is held out in various 
forms, and the variety of the modes of relief is at 
the same time made the efficient means of delaying 
and withholding justice. 

Now, sir, what we would claim, and what I 
think we have a right to expec! in behalf of these 
claimants, is, not longer to delay the demand of 
justice. We are by no means partial to any speci- 
fic form, over all others which may afford ample 
provision for the adjudication of these claims. We 
desise the payment of no doubtful claim. We ask 
only for even-handed justice. 

A more meritorious class of claiman's have ne- 
ver presented themselves to this Government than 


| many whose names will be found cn the present 


list of claimants—men who ere patrictic, high- 
minded, honest, ever ready to make every neces- 
sary personal sacrifice upon the altar of their 
country’s honcrand intere+t, Shall we, sir, longir 
keep ihem in that harassing state of suspense 
which is even wore than an arbitrary and prompt 
rejection of their just claims upcn the Government 
of their country? 

Mr. WRIGHT spoke at considerable length in 
defence of the positions assumed by him in his first 
remarks. 

Mr. PRENTISS also speke at some length 
against the bill in its then shape, and held that if 
the princip'es recognised by civilized nations did 
not apply to savage warfare, then the bill ought not 
to pais. 

Mr. HUBBARD again defended the bl! wih 
much animation, replying at large to the objections 
urged against it. 

Mr. KING held it to be the imperious duty of 
Congress that something like substantial justice 
should be done to these claimants, whether their 
property was destroyed through want of energy on 
the part of the General Government, or in conse- 
quence of occupancy by our troops. These claimants 
had not only lost their property, but bad Jost that 
which they never could be compensated for: their 
families had teen broken up, their property and 
their prospects destroyed, and in many instances 
healtn, and even life itself, had been sacrificed, &c. 
He would not say that these claims should beal- 
lowed tothe full exteat of the sums claimed; but he 
would say that something should be done, and that 
promptly. When the bill was discussed on a pri T 
occasion, for the relief of Bualow’s heirs, be had 
thought it better to wait the operation of a general 
law; but he was now convinced of the propriety of 
acting at once on thig measure, 

The bill was pagsed over informally, and the 
ts offered by Messrs. Cay and Hus- 
y to be printed. 
te then adjourned. 


OF MR. WEBSTER, 
OF MASSACHUSETTS, . 
fonday, March 30, 1840—On the bill 
authorizigf the.issue of Treasury notes. 

I regr@, Mr. President, that the chairman of the 
commitge is absent, as he might probably have 
made use of this occasion, not only to show the 
necessity of raising this sum of five millicns, for 
the immediate use of Government by scme ex- 
traordinary means, but a'so to state his opinions 
upou the pub'ic revenue, both in regard to its pre 
sent s'ate and its prospects for the future. 

The sum and substance of the measure now 
before us is, to borrow five millions of dollars, fot 
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two years, if necessary, and to pay therefor any 
rate of interest not exceeding six per cent. This 
borrowing is to be done by means of issuing Trea- 


sery notes, bearing interest; and, so of.en as they | 


shail be received at the Treasury, they are to be 
reissued, so that he whole sum of five millions may 
be kept out. 
issue is to last one year. 
this is, that one year from the date of the bill, if 


the whole five millions be not then outstanding, the ‘| 
balance may be issued, redeemable in a year from ` 
that time. [tis a power, therefore, to make a | 


Joan for five millions, with an authority to con- 
tinue that loan, by borrowing to-day to repay the 


sum borrowed yesterday, and to continue this ' 
: have been paid. 


process, in effect, for two years. This is the sab- 


stance of the bill. 


Mr. President, at the opening of the session, the | 


Pres:deat of the United S ates informed Congress 
that the financial operations of the Government for 
the past year had been very successful. 

The Secretary, too, in the very first paragraph of 
his annual report, stated, with much satisfaction, 
that the revenues of the Government had been 
acreased, and the expenditures diminished. 

Tnat the resources of the country are abundant, 
no one can doubt. lis wealth, its activity, its com- 
merce, and its freedom from burdensome taxation, 
render it able to raise, with entire facility, a re- 
venue quite equal to all the just want< and necessi- 
lies of the Government. Bat, notwithstanding 


tnese congratulations of the Presidentand Secretary, | 


I canaot but entertain a doubt whether, ander the 
operations of provision now actually existing, and 
under the expenditurees which have been made, 
and are making, or are in anticipation, it is pru- 
dent to indulge in sanguine hopes of an over- 
flowing Treasury This doubt receives counte- 
neace from the fact, that the bill before us is to 
authorize the burrowing of five millions, in the form 
of Treasury nvtes,and under sach circumstances 
as leave no reasonable hope, as I think, of their 
redemption within this year. 
bill, but I propose to say a few words on the state 
of the Treasary, and on the history of its receipts 
and disbursements, for the last three years. 

We learn from the Secretary’s annual commn- 
Meation that, at the commencement of this year, 
there was in this Treasury no more that a million 
aod a half of dollars, available for the purposes of 
Government. I omit fractions, and use round 
numbers, for thesake of brevity. At the same 
time the Government owed, on outstanding Trea- 
sary notes bearing mterest, two millions and three 
quarters, or two million seven hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars.. > 

This was the State of the Treasary January 1, 
18410, as near as the Secretary could estimate or 
ascertain itin December. Itturns out, from the 
paper just read, that in fact there was a few 
hundred thousand dollars more in the Treasury in 
January than the Secretary’s estimate, but from 
what funds or sources does not appear, and this cir- 
comstance does not effect the general view which 
I propose to take. © 

Let us nowgo back to January 1, 1837. In 1836, 
there being a great sarplas in the Treasnry, the 
deposie law was passed, by which five millions 
were to be reserved in the Treasury, in aid of ac-. 
emling revenues, that should be in the Treasury 
January 1, 1837, to meet future demands, and the 
rest of the money divided, in deposites, with the 
States, by four quarterly payments or instalments 

As the Secretary was obliged to make his calcu- 
lation a little before the 1st of Jansary, and could 
net say, exactly, what amount might be in the 


Treasury at that time, he made a safe allowance; 
and it happened, in the end, I think, that six mil- 


lions and more were retained in the Treasury in- 
stead of five. At the commencement of 1837 

then, the Government had on haad six millions; 
and it had before it the whole aceraing revenue of 
the year. Bat the year was out, that isto say, in 
the September session, Congress suspended the 
payment of the last or fourth instalment, or fourth 
deposite to-the States. This measure retained in the 


Treasury a further. sam: of -nine milions, thus 


Taisiog-the reserved aggregate up:to fifteanimiltions. 


Bobsequeatiy, ihe Treasury receved: from the 


20 


And the authority to issue and re- | 
The consequence of `; 
i have been expended, within the three years, in 


I do not oppose the 


Pennsylvania Bank of the United States five mil- 
liovs of dollars, as part of the property, or capital, 
of the United States in the former bank. This 
swelled the amount to twenty millions. So that 
since January, 1837, the Treasury has had full 
twenty millions of former receipts, as well as all 
revenues arising since. 
Now, itis apparent that these twenty millions 


addit’on to ali the revenue which has accrued in 
the mean time; with one deduction, which I shall 
State. Itis true that, in September, 1837, Con- 
gress suspended or postponed the payment of cer- 


:| tain eustom-house bonds; but the time of that post- 


ponement has long since expired, and the bo:.ds 
It is true, also that the deposite 
banks, in 1837, held certain sums belonging to 
Government, which they wished time to pay. Bat 
before the commencement of this year, these debts 
had been brought down toa million of dollars, or 


-thereabouts. ‘The true account, then, stands thus: 


Reserved under the deposite act - $6,000,000 
Amount of fourth deposite held back ` 
from the States - - - 9,000,000 
Received from Bank of the United 
States ` - - - >- - 5,000,000 
Borrowed on Treasury notes, out« 
standing January 1, 1840 - 2,750,000 
: $22,750,000 
Deduct amount in Treasury Jan- 
. wary 1, 1840 - _ - 1,550,000 
$21,200,000 
Deduct amount still due from depo- 
site banks - - - - 1,000,000 
Balance - - - $20,200,000 


Twenty millions two hundred thousand dollars, 
then, appear to have been expended in the three 
years, between January, 1837, and January 1840, 
besides all the receipts from the custom-house, an 
and offices, and all other sources. . 

- H there be any error in this general statement, I 
hope that some gentleman will point it out, and I 
shall cheerfully make the necessary correction. 
My object is to beacurate as well as distinct. But 
if there be no error, if this statement be true, as I 
Suppose, then the resnit certainly is, that for the 
last three years, the Government has expended 
almost seven millions a year beyond its income; 
and has supplied the deficiency out of funds pre- 
viously acquired or received. The six millions 
reserved under the deposite law, the nine millions 
afterwards withheld from the States, the five mil- 
lions recsived from the bank, a!l these were fands 
previously acquired, and none of them any part of 
the income or revenue of 1837, 1838, or 1839. All 
the income and revenue of those years have been 
expended, and these twenty millions more. 

This general state of the Treasury, and the 
history of revenue and expenditure for the last 
three years, may well awaken attention. We 
have no twenty millions more in cribto go to. 
Our capital-is expended. There will be two mil- 
lions and a half due from the Bank of the United 
S:ates in September, and there is a small balance 
still due from the deposite banks; both together 
not exceeding three millions and a half; and, for the 
rest, we are to rely on the usual sources, the custom- 
house and the land-offices. 

Now, thea, the important questions are, does the 
Administration expect an augmentation of income? 

Or, does it expect such a reduction of expendi- 
ture as shall keep in within the income? 

Or, does it contemplate loans, either in the form 
of Treasury notes or otherwise to make up defi- 
ciencies? 

And, if the last, to what extent? 


‘The present measure isto authorize the immediate ` 


issue of five millions in Treasury notes, for the 
purpose of being paid out to persons having claims 
on Government, or used as means of borrowing 
money for the necessities of the Treasury. 
Ido not propose to oppose the passage of the 
bill, bécause I think it-quite clear that: the money 


is'weeded, in order to carry on the Govetnméat.” 
There are, indeed, objections to this form of - 
borrowing money; for it is‘ a borrowiag: ef- 


money, to all intents and purposes. The 
Secretary, indeed, ina recent communication to 
the Senate, does not call it borrowing. He avoids 
that word, and if he were afraid it would burn his 
mouth. Fle call it only “exchanging Treasury notes 
for specie This falls under that form of state- 
ment now usually called humbug The Secretary 
receives money, gives for it his Trea:u-y notes, 
payable ayear hence, and bearing an interest of 
five or six percent. But this, he thinks, is not 
borrowing money; itis only exchanging his notes 
for money; a sort of exchange, I believe, which 
most borrowers are obliged to conform to. The 
authority, and the only authority, under which he 
makes this marvellous “exchange,” is a section of 
the law of 1837, which authorizes him to “borrow 
money.” 

I cannot say that I think the communica- 
tion of the Secretary, to which Ihave referred, is a 
very full or clear answer, to the call of the Senate. 
Bat we learn from it, after all, what I was sure 


-must have existed, and which it maybe of some 


importance to show. He admits that deposites 
have been made, to the credit of the Treasurer, in 
certain banks; and that thereupon such banks 
have received Treasury notes to a corresponding 
amount. And the Treasurer, ina letter accom- 
panying the Secretary’s report, says that these 
funds are drawn for as other funds and not specifi- 
cally. The Secretary says these deposites are spe- 
cial, and in specie. All that is humbug again; for 
all deposites in banks are regarded as. specie 
deposites while banks pay specie, and hè Trea- 
surer, as I have remarked, says expressly that. 
these sums, thus deposited, are drawn for, when 
needed, in common with other funds, and not speci- 
fically or separately. This idea, or this delusion, 
or this pretence, for it hardly deserves a respecta- 
ble name, about special specie deposites, was suffi- 
ciently dissipated by the examination last year, into 
the conduct of the banks connected with the New 
York custom-hou-e. When the banks pay specie, 
a special specie deposite is nothing but a deposite 
in specie or its equivalent; and the amount is paid 
out, on draft, in specie or its equivalent. And this 
is the case with all other deposites of money, unless 
it be left in kegs or bags, and net carried into the 
general accountof the bank. Any one may see 
how this is, and has been, who will recur to the 
evidence of.the cashier of the Bank of America, on 
the occasion which I have referred to. AsI have 
already said, the Treasurer informs us that these 
deposites:are mixed with other funds belong'ng to 
the United States, in thesame bank. ‘That is to 
say, they all stand tegyther, to his credit, on the 
books of the hank, and he drawsas he has occasion, 
just as is dune by any other dealer with the bank. 
This is the whole of it. Special specie deposite is 
a nonentity. ' 

Now, it is easy to see that this mode of obtaining 
money frem the banks may be of very considerable 
profit to them. Suppose a bank deposites a million of 
dollars to the credit of the ‘Treasury, and. ieceives 
therefor a millions of dollars in Treasury notes, 
bearing an interest of six per cent. Interest im- 
mediately accrues to the bank, of course, on the 
whole of this sum; but it may be many months be- 
fore itis all drawn out. The Treasury may give 
out its drafts slowly, and these drafts, when made, 
may be sent to distant parts of the county, and be 
some considerable time in reaching the bank. 
When they arrive, the bank will generatly pay in 
its own notes; brit, besides this advantage, it will 
make a clear gain, because it has been receiving 
interest on more money than it has parted with. 

Under the Jaw «f 1836, the deposite banks were. 
required to pay: interest on Government deposites. - 
The present system looks very much like making 
Government pay the banks interest on its own 
depesites. mt Poe ; 

tiere are objections, I repeat,- to the use of 
Treasury ‘notes as means. of :-borrowing money. 
In the first place, the interest mast be higher than 
on a loan contracted in the eommon manner. The 
greater part of all the Treasury notes issued’ since 
1837 have borne aninterest of six per cent, where- 
as my infordiation is, and I have litt'e doubt of the 
correctness of it, that Umted States stock, bearing 44 
percent, interest, could bw readily sold at par abroad, 
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not having any great number of years to run; or 
itcou!d readily be sold at home, with a view of 
sending it abrcad. 

In the next place, Treasury notes, bearing a 
high interest, and redeemable at any time upon | 
two months’ notice, issued under the present cir- 
cumstances of the country, are very likely to absorb 
a considerable portion of the money now so much 
needed for the re'ief of trade and commerce ani the 
revival of business. It strikes me that the whole 
operation is likely to make money scarcer than it 
is already; since the Treasury is coming into the 
market as a borrower, offering a high interest. 

Again. Iam aware that a use may be made of 
Treasury notes which is quite opposed to the spirit 
of the Constitution; that is, to issue them without 
interest, cr with a, mere nominal interest, and to 
attempt to force them into citcalation as money. 
Any such attempt ought to be strenuously resisted; 

neither more nor less than an attempt to 


establish a system of Government paper money. | 

But Congress has sanctioned long ago, and under | 
better auspices, the occasional issue of Treasury | 
notes, and I do not feel at liberty, therefore, to . 


withhold my assent on the present emergency 
from that mode of raising the sums which the state 
of the conntry requires, as no other mode is pro- 
poced. Both the President and Secretary would 
seem excessively anxious to distinguish the issues 
of Treasury no'es from the creaticn of a debt; 


I think this distiaction is without a difference. A 
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“ The outstanding Treasury notes amounted, at that 
l| time, to two millions and three-quarters. 
deposite banks owed the Government only a mil- 


The 


lion, or a million one hundred thousand dollars. 
The Presitent must have included the bond of two 
miilions and a half of the Bank of the United 
Siates. But that bond is not, by the terms of it, 
due till September next. Therecould have been 
no disappointment, th: refore, in not realizing the 
payment of that bond betore the date of the mes- 
sage. The President makes very just observations 
upon the impolicy and danger of commencing a 
publ c debtin atime of peace; of the fearful rapi- 
dity with whch such debts are apt to be increased; 
and upon our duly to s ruggie agamst such debts at 
the threshold. Bot all this dees not prove that 
money borrowed and stillowed on Treasury notes 
is not anationaldeb'. Alt this does not prove 
that we have not been borrowing money on the 
streng h of the public credit, paying high interest 
for it, and haviog an immediate prospect of being 
obliged very cons.derably to increase its amount. 
I know no way of keeping out of debt but by 
bringing the revenue up to the expenditure, or 
bringiag the expenditure down to the revenue. If 
we owe for borrrowed money, it is puerile to talk 


` about the form of our obligation, as if one furm 


bat . 


’ wasless a debt than another. 


It would be much 


' more wise to set ourselves at once about geting the 


means of paymen'. Good aphorisms, upon the 


‘| subject of a national debt, should be followed, I 


note issued, bearing interest, and payable herea‘ter, | 


has created a debt as much as any furm of stock 
could create it. A national debt was actually 
commenced at the very first session of Congress, 


under the present Administration, and it never has | 


been paid, except as one obligation has been dis 
charged by borrowing money on another. Like 
other debtors, we have renewed our notes, and 
renewed the m often, sometimes paying high interest, 
but we have never extinguished the debt. The 
first Treasury notes were issued in the autumn of 
1837. The amount outstanding January, 1838, 
was,I think, four or five millions; in January, 
1839, it was also large; and in January, 1840, as Í 
have already said, the Secretary states it at two 
millions and three quarters. 

One object of the present bill is to enable the Trea- 
sury to pay off the unpaid part of these two mil- 
lions and three-quarters by borrowing again. So 
that it is true that, from the first session of Cou- 
gress under this Administra'ion to the present day, 
the Government has been in debt for borrowed 
money, and has been, every hour, paying interest 
for such borrowed money. This is a public debt. 
What this debt may amount to by March, 1841, I 
cannot say. It depends on measures to be adopted 
by Congress, and on those changes and fluctuations 
in trade which cannot be foreseen, But if no new 
means of revenue are supplied, and Congress should 
make such appropriations, as it usually has done, 
and no great improvement in the state of affairs 
shoald take place, I cannot see how it is likely to 
fall shcrt of eight or ten millions. But this is a 
mere estimate. Whatever the amoun! may be, 
however, in March, 1841, it will be a debt, created 
by the present Administration.. Ido not say un- 
necessarily created. Iam not now speaking to that 
point. Bot I say it will be a debt—a pablic debt 
—a national debt—begun under this Administra- 
tion—a debt existing in the least economical and 
the most inconvenient form—a debt bear.ng an in- 
terest, and a high interest—and a debt which, if 
cast on the Administration of 1841, whoever may 
be at the head of that Admioistration, must be pro- 
vided for. I say this, sir, merely to preclude, ab ante, 
the idea that if a national debtshall be found existing 
after March, 1841, it will be the debt of the Admi- 
nistration of that time, and not of the present. - 

My real ground of complaint against the present 

_Administration, and I think it a vey just grouad, 
js, that it has not come out in a manly manner long - 
ago, and told Congress that there was a necessity 
to make further provision for revenue.  : 

‘The President, is his messsage of the 24 Decem- 
ber, observed that ali the Treasury notes then out- 
standing would have been redeemed before that time, 
‘if the Treasury could have realized the pay- 
ments due to-it from the banks.” What banks? 


think, by direc! and responsible recommendations, 
to Congress of such measures as are necessary to 
prevent the evil. 

Let us now, Mr. President, look to the Secre- 
tary’s estimate of means and of expenditares for 
the present. 

And, first, of the means. He thinks the receipts 
into the Treasury from castom, lands, and mis- 
cellaneoussources will not exceedeighteen millions 
six huadred thousand dollars, - $18,600,000 00 
Amount in the Treasury, . 

January 1, 1840, - - 1,556,385 00 


20,156,385 00 

Expected to be paidon United 
States Bank bond, - - 
Due from deposites banks - 


2,526,576 00 
1,149,904 00 


$23,832,865 00 

But the Secretary does not deem it prudent to 
rely on the collection of these debts—and as to there- 
ceipts from the custom-house, the great source of 
expected income, 1 presume his hopes are not 


|| stronger now than they werz at the commencement 
| of the year. 


Let us now turn to the other side of the account, 
and see the estimate of expenditures. 


Now, on this head he says that if Congress |; 


should make appropriations to the extent desired by 
the different Departments, the expenditures of the 
year will amountto - - $20,000,000 00 
Besides the payment ofoutsanding | 

Tr. asury notesamounting to + 2,750,000 00 


22,750,000 00 
This would leave an apparent 
balance in the. Treasury, at the 
beginning of next year of - 1,082,865 00 


Bat this sum is less than the amount due from 
the deposite banks, the payment of which, he says, 
ought not to be relied on. If no part of that should 
be paid, the Treasury according to this sta'ement, 
will be minus at the close of this year. Probably 
some part of it will be paid, but at best, and if the 
Secretary’s hopes should all be fulfilled, it will be, 
upon bis showing, a touch-and-go affair. 


But as he does not rely on receiving these debis . 


from the banks, what does he propose? He speaks 
always of Treasury notes as being a temporary 
expedient only, and that they are to be redeemed 
within the year? I do not think this, at all; but 
that is his ground. How then does he propose to 
provide for the deficiency, in case these bank debts 
shall not be collected? : 

Why, sir, he says very gravely that one mode 
of avoiding difficulty will be to, reduce the appro- 
priations by postponing some, and lessening others, 
We need no ghost to tell us that. But what appro- 
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priations will he reduce? Where sha!! the lessen- 
ing take place? or where shall the postponement 
take place? On what head shall the blow fall? 
Shall it be in the civil list, or the army, or the 
navy? He says ina early part of his mrs ‘age, 
that he thinks a reduction can be made, withcut 
essential injury to any useful objects, ‘‘for reasons 
wich will be afterwards enumerat'd.” I have 
looked through the whole paper carefully, and can- 
not say that I have met with that enumeration of 
reasons. Perhaps the chairman of the committee, 
if he were here, could tell us where those reasons 
are to be found. He does sav, indeed, in a subse- 
quent part of hs communication, that it may be- 
come necessary to diminish the compensation of 
all officers, civil, military, executive, judicial, and 
legislative. But he states ne proposed rate of 
reduction; and, indeed he does not recommend re- 
duction at a'l. Hesays it may become necessary. 
Does he think it has become, and is now necessary? 
Does he recommend it? Is that his reliance to eke 
out his ways and means? And what amount of 
reduction does he suppose such a process would 
accomplish? Itis beter todo this, he says, than 
to expose the Treasury to bankruptcy. Does he 
mean that the Treasury will be exposed to bank- 
rupicy if this be not done? Does he mean to say 
that the Treasury will be forthwith bankrupt, wa- 
less the pay of the President, heads of Departments, 
judges, members of Congress, and military and 
Civil officers, be immed:ately reduced? It is ac 
knowledged that our fiuances are in this condi- 
tion? If'so, why not recommend the measure at. 
once? Why not tell us, distinctly, what is neces- 
sary? Why leave Congress to grope in the dark, 
amidst many various, and sometimes inconsistent 
propositions and suggestions? When the report 
beg.os with such a flourishing paragraph about the 
great prosperity of the Treasury, one is not pre- 
pared to see the Secretary come to this complexion 
of bankruptcy quite so soon. 

But, Mr. President, there is, atleast, an apparent 
inconsistency between the President and the Secre- 
tary. The Secretary says the appropriations may 
be reduced below the estimates, so as to leave two 
millions in the Treasury at the beginning of next 
year. This will require a reduction of one million, 
if he reckon on coliecting all the balances due from 
the deposite banks; or, if not, then a reduction of 
a million and as much more as shall equal what 
may remain unpaid of these balances. He suppo- 
ses, then, that these estimates of appropriations 
may be safely cut down at least one or two mil- 
lions. ‘This would be a very important saving. 

But what says the President? The President 
says that he “has directed the estimates of 1840 to 
be subjected to the severest scrutiny, and to be li- 


| mited to the absolute requirements ¢ f the public ser- 


vices.” 

-Now, sir, if his directions have been followed, 
if these estimates have been su jected to the sever- 
est scrutiny, and are limited to the absolute re 
quirements of the public service, where is the 
reduction to be made? The Secretary, as I have 
said, specifies nothing, and recommend nothing 
directly. Where would he have us lop off? Will 
he spare us one or two millivns from his own 
Department? Will the Secretary at War spare & 
million from his? Or the Secretary of the Navy 
from his? Why, I ask, should Congress, when 
called on to appropria’e the public moneys, be left 
in such clouds and such darkness? , 

Sir, one word as to the manner of making esti- 
mates of expenditures for the eonsideration of Con- 
gress. Itis a plain and simple business, though, 
from its nature, it cannot be very precise, and | 
cannot see any necessity for enveloping it in £0 
mueh obscurity and uncertainty. 

Appropriations are of three classes. 
In the first place, there are certain existing OF 


standing appropriations, which need not be renewe%;. 


annually. Such is the sam of 200,000 expend 
every year for arming the militia; and such are 
some of the classes of pensions, anda few other 
smali charges. 

In the second place, there is the large class, 10 
which the charge is created by law, but annu 
appropriations are required to enable the Treasury 
to disburse the sums necessary for its payment. 


~ 
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This includes the Army and Navy, the civil list, 
and a list of miscellaneous objects. 

In the third place, there are, as we a'l know, 
many appropriations made by Congress for spzcial 
objects, public or private, and these often amount 
toconsiderable sums. Private claims, reads and 
canals, building of light-houses, Indian treaties, 
many objects recommended by the Executive itself; 
all these require every year, a greater or less 
amount of money from the Treasury. The Secre- 
tary says that the expenditures of this description, 
which may be sanctioned by Congress annually, 
are very uncertain in their amount. This is true; 
but then, as these expenditures, in every year, 
amount to a considerable sum, and have done so 
from the very heginning of the Government, can 
any jast or comprehensive view of the probable 
necessities of the Treasury be presented which 
shall leave all such ou? It is quite impossible 
that some such expenditures should not be made. 
Now, in there estimates and recommendations, I 
find no provision whatever for any objects of this 
kind. The estimates are strictly confined to the 
Amy, the Navy, and the civil list. I find no al- 
lowance for a single dollar which we might vote 
away here upon a private claim. Yet the Secre- 
tary tells us that, if we will keep within the estimates, 
the means will hold out. But he must know, I 
should have thought, that we cannot keep within 
the estimates. Itis more than probable, judging 
from the past, that he himself, before the session is 


out, will call for appropriations not within the: 


estimates. And does he mean, in that case, to 
throw the blame of any deficiency which may arise 
on Congress, by saving that Congress did not keep 
withia the estima‘es? 

If we may believe the President and if the Secre- 
taries have fulfilled his directions, there is nothing 
jn any cf these estimates which is not required by 
the absolute wants of the Govenment. But we 
know, sir, that there are things, not in the estimates, 
in regard to which the wants will be absolute; for 
instance, the private claims, upon which we are 
passing here every day, and for many of which we 
must provide, if we mean to do justice. Besides, 
do we not se, and know, that in all human pro- 
bability various other occasions of appropriation 
will arise? Wiil there be no contingencies for the 
war in Florida? No expense for Iadian treaties? 
Is it not possible that events may arise on ,the 
Northeastern frontier involving heavy charges? 

And again, sir, does the Administration abandon 
he Cumberland road? Here is no estimate fora 
dollar on that head of expenditure. Yet I trust an 
appropriation for that object will be made. I shall 
certainly vote for it myself. And harbors on the 
lakes—are provisions for those places of refuge 
and safety to Jake mariners to be again postponed? 
They are not in the esiimates. If no improve- 
ment of any other harbor, no new light- 
house, and nothing else, wnich the protection 
of Atlantic or inland commerce may require, 
to be undertaken or provided for? Or, since 
these things are not within the estimates, if 
Congress should provide for them, is Congress 
to be reproached for its conduct, and made answer- 
able for deficiences? 

I repeat, sir, that the Execative Departments 
must well know that, for some of these objects, 
appropriations will of necessity be made; and I 
repeat, therefore, that it seems to me to have been 
their daty to have presented such a plan for re- 
. Ceipt and expenditure, as shouid have embraced 
them, and provided for them. The amount, I 
agree, could not be well foreseen. But it must 
have been forescen—it could not but have been 
foreseen —that s»mething would be necessary; and 
yet the estimates make allowance for nothing. 

_ There is, sir, in all these Executive communica- 
tions, a constant repetitien of sound general max- 
ss about the importance of economy. L hope the 
virtue will be practised as well as preached. But 
in my Opinion there is no just economy in refusing 
appropriations to imporiaat, necessary, and use ul 
public objects. Let economy begin by cutting off 
useless objects, and diminishing the expense of 
accomplishing such as are useful. Let us push its 
reform to the reduction of the cost of colleciing the 
revenue. Letjs take care of expenditures, -by 
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trusting the public moneys to honest hands. Let 
it reduce offices, wherever they can be reduced. 
In all these, and other like things, let it exert its 
salutary influence. But is the Cumberland road 
to stop from an impulse of economy? Are the 
lakes to be without harbors, from considerations 
of economy? Are important contingencies in pub- 
lic affairs not to be reasonably provided for, from 
reasons of economy? What sort of economy 
would that be? 

Sir, I take that great public virtue, true economy, 
to consist, not in an undistinguishable neglect or 
refusal to appropriate money, but in a careful 
selection of important and necessary objects of 
expenditure, in the frugal application of means to 
accomplish these objects, and in enforcing an exact 
and punctual discharge of duty by every officer 
charged either with the collection of mon y, or 
with any expenditure, great or small. This is my 
idea of wise and practical economy, such as it 
becomes us to exercise, and such as the coun'ry 
will approve. But itis of little value, or no value 
at all, that Executive communications should re- 
hearse to us general economical maxims, un'ess 
they show us what objects of expenditure may be 
disregarded, or in what other way savings may 
be made. And it would be especially edifying 
if these general admonitions should be accompa- 
nied and enforced by some striking and brilliant 
examples set by the Heads of Deparments them- 
selves. I presume that no injustice towards Con- 
gress is intended, but I must say that in many 
of these communications there are things which 
s3em calculated to assert great merit for economy 
in the Executive Departments, and which are but 
too well calculated to throw upon us an apparent 
want of that virtue. If it be required of Con- 
gres to keep its approbations within the estimates 
ot the Departments, these Departments ought, in 
their estimates, to comprehend all objects which 
they know or have reason to believe Congress 
must provide for. 

Mr. President, Ido not know the opinions of 
other gentlemen, and speak only for myself, but 
my opinion is, that our existing provisions for 
revenue are not adequate. Iam aware that one 
branch of expenditure, that of pensions, is rapidly 


decreasing; but others are quite likely to increase, | 
and we all know what a fall in duties isto take | 


place, in no great length oftime. Looking to the 
many useful and important objects, which I think 
ought to engage the attention of Congress, it seems 
to me to be time that further provisions for income 
should be made. And wehavethe means at hand. 
There are articles of import on which we might, 
immediately, in my opinion, Jay a considerable 
duty. The first of these is silks. The importation 
of this articl? is enormous. In 1839 it exceeded 
twenty-one millions of dollars. Think of that. 
An annual consumption of an nntaxed imported 
article, of mere luxury, of twenty-one millions of 
dollar:! Those silks clothe no poor man, nor his 
wife, nor his children. The whole use and cor- 
sumption is by the affluent. Is there a fairer 
subject of import duty in the world? Our table is 
loaded with petitions on this subject, by those who 
are attempting the making of silk among ourselves. 
This, itself, is a good reason for taxing the imported 
article. 
be fairer or more proper. Good would come 
every way from a duty on silk. Suppose the im- 
portation should be a little lessened by it; that 
wau!d favor the efforts of cur people, and obtain 
revenue also. Suppose the importation should 
hardly be diminished at all, as perhapsiit might not 
be; then we should receive the more revenue, and 
should collect it on an article of the merest luxury. 
Sir, if such a measure could originate in this 
House, I would move, this hour, to bring in a bill 
laying a duty on imported silks. 

The next article is wine. Wires were imported 
last year to an amount exceeding three millions of 
dollars. Why should not wines pay a duty? I 
know, that in regard to French wines, we are 
limited, by the treaty with France, until 1842. Bat 
still, within those limits, we might lay a considera- 
ble duty en the wines of France. But I should 
have no desire to lay duties on the red wines, or 
the cheaper wines, of France. Such wines are 


But, as a subject of revenue, nothing can |; 
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consumed, extensively, in the South and West, 
are suited to the habits of the people, and supposed 
to be suited also to the climate. Until more neces- 
sary than at present to tax them, they ugut ve 
received untaxed. But other, and costly wines, 
such as are regarded as luxuries only, might well 
be subjected to a reasonable duty. 

I would lay no duty on tea or coffee, because 
they are very generally used, have become in some 
degree necessaries of life, and contribute largely 
to promote comfort, temperance, and happiness 
among all classes. I may add that the general 
use of these articles is one of the most striking 
things whch distinguish the laboring elasses of 
of this country from the same classes in other 
countries. 

Sneb, sir, would be my resort, if I could have 
my own way, for revenues, such as are necessary 
for the support of Government. 

As io tbe public lands, I have been, and still 
am, in favor of dividing their proceeds among the 
States, upon fair and equi:able principles. Perhaps 
this should not be done till the census, which is to 
be taken this year, be finished; as that will then be 
the surest means ef making a just and proper di- 
vision; but, at a proper time, I am for the measure. 
In addition to other reasons which have been so 
often urged, it may be said, with force, that the 
incom: from this source is too unsteady and fluc- 
tuating to be relied on as an essential branch of 
public revenue. But a few years ago, it amounted 
to twenty-four millions, For this year, it is esti-. 
mated but at three and a half. I should, therefore, 
assign this income to the Staier, whatever it might 
be, and rely for our revenue on those otters 
sources which I have mentioned. In addition to 
silks and wines, there are some articles, called the 
protected articles, such as woollen fabrics, on which 
in my opinions, the duties ought to be raised. J 
would net hasten, indeed, the discussion of the 
general tariff question, but that question is now 
before us, not far off, and must soon be upon us. > - 

Mr. President, our imports, the last year, reached . 
the unprecedented amount of one hundred and fifty- ` 
seven millions of dollars, exceeding by nearly fifty 
millions the impert of the year before. Yet even. 
this seems not to satisfy us all. Public men appear . 
to have ruling passions or strong tendencies of. 
preference towards particular objects. It seems to 
me that our Government, and many of our people, | 
have imbibed an extravagant and morbid love of - 
importation. They seem to judge of the prosperity 
of the country, and the happiness of its people, 
exclusively by the quantiti:s of foreign merchan- 
dise which they annually consume. With all re- 
spect, the President himself, I think, has feelings 
with this tendency. I find this paragraph in his 
last annua! Message: 


“Our people will not long be insensible to the extent of the 
burdens entailed upon them by the false system that has been 
operating on their sanguit.e, energetic, and industrious character; 
nor tothe meana necessary to extricate themselves from these 
embarrassments. The weight which preeses upon a large por- 
tion of the people and the States is an enormous debt, foreign and 
domestic. The foreign debt of our States, corporations, and men 
of business, can scarcely be less than two hundred millions of 
dollars, requiring more than ten millions of dollars a year to pay 
the interest. This sum has to be paid cu’ of the exports of the 
country, and must of necessity cut off imports to that extent, or 
plunge the country more deeply in debt from year: to year. It 
is easy to seo that the increase of this foreign debt must augment 
the annual demand on the exports to pay the interest, and tothe 
same extent diminish the imports; and in proportion to the 
enlargement of the foreign debt, and the consequént increase ot 
interests, must be the decrease of the import trade, In tieu of 
the comforts which it now brings us, we might have our gigantic 
banking institutions, and splendid, but in many instances profit- 
lees, railroads and canals, absorbing to a great extent, in interest 
upon the capital borrowed to construct them, the surplus fruits 
of national industry for years to come, and securing to posterity 
no adequate return for the comforts which the labors-of their 
lands might ouherwise have secured.”’ ns . 

Now, sir, L would ask most respecfally whether 
any one can mention any railroad or canal imore 
profitiess to the country than this enormous importa- 
tion of foreign luxuries? Or, I would ask, what 
those imported comforts are, of which we get so 
much less than we ought to desire? Does our i 
fort require a greater importation of silks or wines 
Or should we be better off by adding to the rhs 
eight millions or imported woollen fabrics i ms 
to depress and distress our own manion £ 
is the aggregate of one hundred an 7 able 
million of dollars, of imported merchandise, not 


enongh, on the whole; to Satisfy our eager 2ppetite 
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for foreign productions? Inasmuch as we lay and 
collect no duties on sitks and wines, we are likely 
to fall short of sufficient revenue; inasmuch as we 
are likely to fall short of revenue, we refuse all 
appropriations te the Cumberland road, and to 
harbors on the lakes. It would seem to follow, 
from this, that we deem si'ks and w nes more a 
neces:ity of life than a good road through a new 
country, or ports and havens, in which ships, em- 
ployed in useful commerce, can take shel:er for the 
preservation of lives and property. 

Mr. President, it is remarkable, that this spirit 
for importation should become so strong, just when 
our own occupations and employments are most 
depressed. The cotton manufactures, practically, 
are in a worse state than they have been for twenty 
years. It is supposed that at least one-half the 
woollen machinery in the United States has ceased 
to work, and many of the establishments might be 
purchased at one-third their cost. The iron trade 
and the coal trade suffer with the rest. If the oondi- 
tion of Eastern and Northern manufactures be as [I 
have stated, I doubt whether one would receive 
much more favorable accouats, if he were to in- 
quire into the condition of trade and business, at 
Pittsburgh, at Wheeling, or at Cincinnati, 

Under the circums'ances of the couatry, sir, I 
confess I do not comprehend how any man should 
desire to see a greater importation of foreign com- 
modities. 

The Secretary of the Treasury expresses senti- 
ments, if not entirely like those which I have been 
considering, yet such as seem to belong to the same 
general system of policy. He says, in his annual 


report: 
B noaid the States not speedily suspend more of their under- | 
takings, which are unp uctive, but, by new loansor otherwise, | 


find means to employ armies of laborers in consuming rather 
than raising crops, and should prices thus continue in many 
chseg to be unnaturally inflated, as they have been of late years, 
in the face of a contracting currency, the effect of it on our 
finances wil! be siili more to lessen exports, and, consequently, 
the prosperity and revenue of our foreign trade.” 

Foreign trade is here presented as the promincnt 
object of national pursui’, and a reduction of prices 
at home clearly intimated as a measure of reform. 
These armies of laborers now employed on public 
works, it is here distinctly recommended, instead of 
thus consuming crops, should go to raising them. 
This, I thiwk, is rather cold comfort, at the present 
prices of agricultural products. 

Gentlemen around me keow the prices at which 
wheat aod flour are selling in the Northwestern 
S ates,-and in Pennsylvania and New York. Caro- 
Jina corn, I notice, is selling in Boston for fifty cents 
a bushel. I doubt whether any of the producers 
think these prices unnaturally inflated, or whether 
they will warmly sympathize with the Secretary in 
the opinion that there ought to be further reduction. 

Mr. President, my own opinion of our condition 
and of our tme policy is quite different from ail this. 
I hope the States will beable togo on, and that they 
will go on, with their public works, unless in cases 
where the objects are plainly beyond the ability 
of the State. I hope they will keep good heart, 
use the strictest econemy, persevere, and not lose 
the benefit of all they have done alr eady. 

I am for bringing about no reduction in the price 
of labor. On the other hand, I regard of high rates of 
Jabor as the surest of all proofs of general prosperity. 

I haveno desire to see a greater ora more unre- 
strained imporia‘ion ef fure ga goods. 

On the contrary, I am for laying atax on imported 
luxuries, thos securing, an adequate rzvenue to 
Government. 
- And withthis revenue I am for defraying the 
ordinary expenses of Government, making reasona- 
ble provisions for unexpec:ed. contingencies, and for 
accompl.shing important and useful works, for 
which we have been so much solicited, end which, 
in my opinion, the several paris of the country have 
a right to call on us not longer to neglect. 
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REMARKS OF MR. NORVELL, 

a Di OF MICHIGAN. . 

Ya Senate, Monday, March 24, 1840.—In FxẸcutiv 
pession, on the treaty with the New York Ig- 
diang.. : 

Mr. NORVELL briefly addressed the 4 

My honorable friend, saii he, from Arkane 

Brvixe] is a candid man; but, with all his 


oo 
ness, he is a great tactician in legislation. The 


conciusion of his sp ech upon this subject demon- 
strates the skill ad address which he can bring 
into a debate in which his feelings and his juig- 
ment are enlisted. That Senator has very adroitly 
maintained that the sancti: n of this treaty involves 
the assumption of a Siate debt; and he has in- 
voked the Senators wh» are oppos-d to the princi- 
pte of assumption to resist every effort to carry the 
treaty into effect. Iihought that I perceived the 
captivatyng impression which this argument made 
upon the mind of my distinguished friend fiom 
South Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun.] This led me into 
an examination of its souniness. Sir, the argu- 
ment has no foundation to sustain it. ‘he treaty 
contains not the remetest bearing to justify the al- 


legation that it assumes or pays a Siate debt. The | 


simple provision of the trea y is, that, for the sum 
of four hundred thousand dollars, to be paid very 
gradually by the United Staves, the Seneca and 
other tribes of Ind ans resident ia New York agree 
to leave their abodes in that S'ate, ard to remove 
west of the Mississippi, near the location of the 
Indians who have been removed to the same quar- 
ter from other parts of the Union. They surrencer 
to the United Staies, in consideration of that sum, 
and of the grant to them of lands for their new 
homes, about four hundred and thirty-five thousand 
acres of rich and valuable land near the Fox river, 
a little above Green Bay, in the Territory of 
Wiskonsin. This property will more than reim- 
burse the sum tə be paid to the New York Indians 


under the trea'y now before the Senate; and the | 


sales of those lands wil! probably be effected before 
the money will be drawn from the Treasury in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of the treaty. It is 
idle to say that the New York Indians have no 
claim to that land, Legally and technically, per- 
haps, they have not; but you will never take it 
from them. You will never, bad-y as you have 
always maintained your faith with the aborigines, 
so far forget alt the principles of equity, all the 
feelings of humanity, as to divest the New York 
tribes of their Green Bay possessions, without 
granting to them, e.ther in money or other lands, a 
fair equivalent. 

But, sir, has the State of New York come here 
to ask you te assume any debt for her? Has she 
contracted any debt with these Ind:ans? Is not 
this treaty your own act? Did she so icit you to 
make it? Sir, you have yourselves voluntarily 
treated with these Indians. You have pledzed your 
faith te them. It is tco la'e for my fricnd from 
Arkansas to object to this treaty, on the ground that 


it is a State affair. He himself, as a member of the | 
Indian Commi tee, helped to b:ing in and supported, | 


at the last session, the amended treaty now before 
you again. He has sanc'ioned, by his own act, the 
proceedings of this Government on this subject. He 
has drawn the Senate inio this matter. He has 
foreclos‘d himself from the objection that this is a 
State interest. But, sir, suppose it to be so: has 
New York no right to expect your favorable regard? 
Did she not cede to you all her territorial claims ia 
the Northwest at a trying crisis? Did you not, im- 
pliedly at least, guaranty to her, in accepting this 
cession, the clear and undisputed jurisdiction and 
sovereignty over all the territory which she re- 
served to herself within the limits of the Staite as 
she defined them? And whatelse, sir, has she done? 
By the construction of her great canal, conn cling 
the Western waters with the waters of the Atlantic, 
she has opened a boundless market to your cem- 
merce. She has opened a market equally boundless 
for the sale of your public domain, West and 
Northwest of her limits. 
policy of the country kas been to subject the In- 
dians, the extinction of their titles to lands within 
the States and Territories of the Union, their remo- 
val, and their protection, to the direction and con- 
trol of the Federa! Government. 

But the honorable Senvor has discovered that 
the signatures to this treaty have been obtained by 
bribery and corroption. Sir, has not your whole 
systean of Indian relations been marked by the 
satbe species of fraud, bribery and corruption, if 
you choose to call them so? Have you not always 
had to make presents‘of mioney and goods to their 
chiefs, at every treaty, in every treaty, which you 


Besides, sir, the whole | 


| 
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have ever made with them? Sir, you sent your 
negotiators to make the original treaty with these 
Senecas. They azreed to its terms. It was 
brought here for ratification. You took the liberty 
to change its whole character. You gave them, 
wi hout their previous consent, tnis amended trea- 
ty. You took from several of the chiefs the sums 
of money which, by the original treaty, you slipu. 
lated to pay to them. In consequence of this act, 
this breach of faith on your part, some of these 
chiefs have refused to affix their signatures to your 
amended treaty. They had signed the first treaty. 
You did not fairly and bonestly ratify that treaty. 
And now, sir, having forced an amended treaty 
npon them, you complain that a majority of signa- 
tures have been untaitly obtained to it. You com- 
plain that bribery has purchased many of the-e s‘g- 


| natures. 


What is ir, but the most splendid bribes, that 
induced the Cherokees and other scuthern tribes to 
remove west of the Mississippi? Sir, you had to 
pay Jı hn Ross one million cf do!lars to induce him 
to remove his part of the nation. To be sure, the 
money was given to him on the pretext of defray- 
ing bis expenses in their removal But it was a 
bribe on the largest scale. Miilions have been paid 
to get rid of the Indians in the Southern Siates. 
And yet you talk ot traud, of bribery, and corrup- 
tion, to a paltry amount, to induce toe New York 
Indians to go where their nation may b2 preserved 
for ages. 

In the acquisition of territory, money or violence 
must always be used. What, but money, acquired 
Louisiana tor us? A briliant br be, paid to Na- 
polecon, gave us that immease and valuab'e coun- 
try. But for that, s'r, we should never have had 
the pleasure of situng 'n this hall with the Senators 
from Louisiana and Missouri. The same, sir, has 
occurred with regard to Flozida. We paid to 
Spain a great bribs for that territory. We not only 
tr.bed ker wit money, but we surrendered, in the 
bargain, the province of Texas, a part of Louisi- 
ana, and a much more invaluable country than 
Florida. But this, according to the new faneled 
doctrine, was a!l fraud, bribery, and corruption! 
This virtuous indignation at bribery com»s too 
late. You have swailowed the camel; do not 
strain at the gnat. 

The sinister efforts perseveringly made by inte- 
rested individuals, to prevent the Seneca chiefs 
from affixing their signatures to the ameaded 
treaty, and to induce those who have signed, to re- 
tract; the bribery which has been practised for that 
purpose; missionary and other foreign influences, 
so impertinently exerted to defeat th's ‘reaty, abound 
in the documents confidentially printed fur our use. 
As much may be said ‘aga‘nst the conduct of the 
parties on the one side as the other. We have 
only, therefor, to look at the whole subject as the 
treaty itself presents it to us, without rezard to the 
crimination and recrimina ioa which have created 
all the difficulties in the case. We have only to 
inquire whether this amende | treaty, having alrea- 
dy been ratified by the Senate, has received the 
concorrence of a majority of the Seneca chiefs, and 


- should by the President be carried into effect? He 


has submitted the matter to us for our judgment 
and advice.. . 

It has been contended, that a majority of the Se- 
neca chiefs must have signed the treaty in council 
before it can be considered as ratified on their part. 
Sir, this argument is not sustained by the resolution 
of ratification adopted by the Sena‘e. The other 
New York tribes are admitted to have duly ratified 
the treaty. What says that resolution? It dectares 
that the treaty shall have no force or effect, until 
the same, wih the proposed amendments, és sub- 
mitted, and fully and fairly explained, to each of the 
tribes or bands, separately assembled in council, “and 
they have given their free and voluntary axsent 
thereto.” Where, sir, must they have given their 
freeand voluntary assent to the treaty? Surely; 
not necessarily in council, but any and every 
where, at whatsoever place they might choos¢ b 
select for the purpose of affixing their signatures to 
the instrument. The amended treaty must have 
been submitted, fully and fairly exp'ained to the In- 

dansin council; but their assent to it could be 
given any where. This eonstruction of the resolu- 
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tion is fortified, as regards the Senecas and other 
tribes, by the first resolution adopted by the Senate 
at the same time, which requires that the chiefs and 
headmen of the St. Regis Indians should in general 
council accept and adopt the trea'y as modified. Here 
it was necessary that the St. Regis tribe should ac- 
cept and adopt the amended ‘treaty in general coun- 
cil. The other tribes were simply to have the 
amended treaty submitted, fully and fairly explain- 
ed to them in council, and then afterwards, or at 
the time, as they might elect, give their assent to 
it. Ivisadmitted that a majority, that forty-four 
out of about eighty of ihe chiefs, did actually sign” 
the amended treaty. The testimony of Capiain 
Pollard, a distinguished Seneca chief, confirms this 
fact, the only one necessary to give effect and vali: 
dity to the amended treaty. Of this chief the Uni- 
ted States Commissioner, appointed to negotiate 
the treaty, states that, “for bravery in war, wisdom 
in council, and honesty and integrity in all the 
transactions of life, Captain Pollard has no supe- 
nor among the New York Indians, and probably 
notin any of the tribeson the continent.” Tais 
Seneca chief, so brave, so wise, with such honesty 
and integ ity of character, says, ‘We have resolved 
togo West, and settle where our homes will be our 
own, and whee. wé shall be beyond the 
example and advice of bad men, who advise us 
for their own in’erest. They love their own inte- 
rest better than ‘hey love us, and. they have tried 
to prevent our agieeing to the amendments to our 
treaty. A majority of the Seneca chiefs have now 
signed the assent. That ie sufficient.” ‘Strong, a 
yonng Seneca chief, well educated, and highly re- 
specied by his tribe, states in’ substance, that the 
amended treaty was assented to by only one chief 
less than the number hy which the crigiaal treaty 
was mad-; that six of the eigit principal sachems 
have signe! the treaty, and that rearly all the 
chiefs would have cheerfully given their assent“, 
had it not been for the conduct of certain white 
men, an! the danger they apprehended from the 
party of a few chiefs, adverse to a change. Gen. 
Dearborn, the Massachuretis Commi:sivner, states 
substantially the same facts. 

Sir, by our resolation of the lest session, the 
ratiñcatiun of this ameuded treaty was to be pro- 
claimed, whenever the President shoald be satis- 
fed that the assent of a majority of the chiefs had 
been given to it. I know, for myself, that I voted 
for ihat resvluiion under the impression that it was 
hot necessary that such assent should be given in 
council, butin any way which should satisfy the 
President that it had been given by a majority. I 
am prepared, therefure, to voe that the requisite 
assent has been givea by a. majority of the chiefs, 
and that the President ought to pr.claim the ratifi- 
cation of the treaty. dt is essential to the per- 
petuation and prosperity of these Indian tribes, 
aod to the welfare of Western New York, that this 
treaty should be carried into effect, and that they 
suld remove west of tne Missivsippi. There can te 
te less objec ion to ail this, because such of the 
Indians as do not desire a removal! can remain 
Where they are for life. And I consider it a futile 


-ulty to say that the treaty ought not to be pro- 


claimed, because a majori'y of chiefs have not 
asented to it, when.at least two or.three much 
mre important treaties have, under similar cir- 
cumstances, been carried into effect, and when, 
after all, we compel the ‘Indians to do, pen all 


eon 100g, exacly as we. choose to dictate to 
em, -aag i 


SPEECH OF MR. A 


LLEN, 


ne OF GHIO, Fn oC 
In Senate, Tuesday, Febryjary 11 A840—On the r 
port-of the Select Comfnittee iñ relation to the ase 
sumption by the Fedegal Government of the debts: | 
of the States, F e debt . 


Shall the Federal Go 
sphere of its limited po 
the local jurisdiction of ihe States—z:s-ume the du- 
ties of State legislation=<(ax the peopie for objects 


of Stats concerthal it thus eveniua ly abolish’ 
the State Govetnme:ts, and itself -sett'e down into 
This, Mr. President, no 


rine ita el empire? 
ets than this, is the quest'ga. presented, nega ivel 
by abe pending resolutions, ‘od airman 7 


rofnent depart from the 
s—shall it intrude into . 


ively by- 
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the substitute proposed. It is tae same fundamen- 
tal ques ion wh ch, at the beginning of the Govern- 
ment, divided this nation into two great parties, im- 
pressed upon them an enduring cast, fixed their 
principles, and has ever poin'ed the course of all 
their measures. Thus far has the great struggle 
invo'viog the ultimate form of our institutions, al- 
ready progresied; and al-hough our history has 
been brief, we are now approaching thet juncture 
in our affairs, when strife must speedily terminate 
in decision. For, sir, by the powerful impulse 
with which the whole system of civilization is now 
driven onward, changes more thorouzh are wrought 
in governments within a single life time, than cin- 
turies could effect, before this era of furious activi- 
ty. And hence it is that out Conctitation, though 
on the fourth of the ensuing month it will have 


subsisted but fifty-one years, ha:even now deve- 
_loped all its latent principles, whether of harmony 


or of discord, of consolidation or of disunion; 
whilst, in the mean time, the population has 
swelled ts a magnitude, and s're'ched over a cir- 
cuit sufficiently large, to comprehend ail the diver- 
sity of interests likely hereafter to provoke dissen- 
sions. As to there things, therefore, the fulu-e has 
no secrets to disclose. Tne present generation have 
now before them all tne data essential to the dis- 
cassion of the question, shall the Union of these 
S:ates continne asit is, or shall the S ares sink in'o 
a common empire, exposing the p-ople to the ha- 
zard of despotism? 

Su, there is no truth, calculated to shed over a 
generous heart. a deeper melancholy than the fact, 
that, of all objects yet undertaken by the facultirs 
of man, the sotd e:tablishmentof free institutions 
has been found the most d.fficult. The human 
mind, in its pride and in its glory ,renzes through the 
whole frame of n.tare, discerns with certainty the 
laws which holt ‘the members of the planetary 
world to their appropria‘e limits, protecting each 
against the encioichments of the other; and yet, in 
its utmost efforts, it has been unable to discover 
like rules of human conduct, to effet the same re- 
sulis between man and man. Most of revolutions 
have been bat chang-s in the forms of oppression. 
For there is, in its princip'e, an elas icity adapting 
it to every new condition of things, in spite of all 
the precau'ions suggested by experience. If dri- 
ven trom the extéraal forms of government by the 
positive enactments of the fundamental law, it soon 
reappeais in the interior’of the sccial community, 
and employs that jaw, thé very safegaard provided 
azainst it, to protect itself in wrong and outrage 
upon the people. Nor, sir, do I speak thus wiih- 
out mot.ve; for, im all E have this day to urge, it 
shall be my object to illustrate this wrath I have 
Stated, not by abstractions barr. n of results, but by 
the actual progress of events and the present state 
of affairs in our country. ` 

And now, to begin atthe primeval source of 
these events, where is it to be found? Not in our 
own history, betin that of our English ancestors; 
for we are sult linked to that country by a chain of 
social denendencies, a'though that of our colonial 
bondage has long been broken. 

In ine fist place, then, the British revolution of 
sixteen hundred and eighty-eizht, which resulted 
in the expu'sion ot James the Second, and the co- 
ronation of -he Prince of Orange, as Wiiliam the 
Third, was finally consummated by a solemn com- 
pact between the new monarch and the people. 


: He held the throne neither by inh ritance nor as 
‘victor. By this adjustment of the Constitution, the 
' jure divino right of kings‘was, as a principle, ex» 


pressly dénied—the u tima'e authoiity of the na- 
tion fuily recognised—the regal prerogative of 
devying meney, hitherto as-umed, torn from the 
the crown—that power acknowledged to abide 
alone in Parliameut, and the protection of the evi- 
zen made the cond:tioi of his obedience. Such 
were the gudrartees whic Englishmen though! 


` they had obtained, after so many years and sc. nes 


of èivil war. And why should they not żo 
think? Counid they ‘hate supposed that a 
monarch, just ealed to- a ‘throde made” va- 
cam bý the usarpations ef his pred:ès-sors, 


woald bhim-elf begin with the tepelitivn oc crimes 


so fatal to: them? No. The eyes cf the nation 


were therefore iurned to Parliament, as the. oaly 
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source of law; and to law, as the sole authority t0 
prescribe the amount and apportionment of the 
public bardens They thought of taxes in no 
other form; they apprehended oppression from no 
othe? quar:er. Butthe Prince of Orange was not 
an Englishman. by nativity or affections. His 
views and feelings were upon the continent. With» 
out sympathies with the isle of his adoption—as a 
man, brave and sagacious in batile and in the ca- 
binet—ever, and every where, inflexible of pur- 
pose—cold, abstracted, collected within himself— ` 
ambition domineered in his heert, to the exclusion 
of all other passions. He came to the throne by 
invitation, and seems to have thought that less a 
favor to him than his acceptance a favor to the na- 
tion. Regardless, therefore, as it son appeared, of 
a compact that trammelled his will, it became the 
first of his objec's to regain the lost prerogatives of 
the crown, aod, first of all, that which brought all ` 
o'hers with it—the power to levy exac'ions, at plea- 
Sure, apon the peop'e. His schemes required mo- 
ney—more than he dared to demand, or Parliament 
to sopply; for Parliament was bound to respect the 
forms of the Constitution, and he the forms of 
Pailamert Yet even these difficulties in his way, 
so far from restraining the desires of the Prince, 
served bu! to disclose the fearful secret, that the 
wants of anbit-on will ever sugge-t the means of 
their own gratification. - There stood the compact, 
guarded by all the terrors of a recent revolu‘ion; and 
now, sir, it is to be seen by what process he ob- 
tained his object, and the consequences of bis suce | 
cess, not to that country alone, but likewise to - 
this. 

Bat, rst of all, it becomes imporiant to observe, . 
that of all the modes of levying contributions up- 
on the peop‘e, borrowing is the most dargerousand 
opprcs.ive. In this form, the community are 
taxed in anticipation—n:.t by law, but by contract. 
The weight of interest is thus adced to the burden 
of the principal, whilst every check apon Govern- 
ment, in its appl cation, is withdrawn, inasmuch 
as the present benefit resulting from the imme- ` 
diate use of money obscures the remote oppres- 
sion its payment may occasion. Thus it 1s, 
that publis debt is augmented without control. 
Thus it is,’ therefore, that each generation strug- 
gles, not to diminish, but to roll ov, the increasing 
burden upon its succes‘or; and thus i: is too, that 
despotism, in silence and security, fastens its grasp 
upon the people, because each additonal loan ob» . 
tained upon ihe public credit, strengthens the hand 
which receives, and enfeebles' that which conizi- ` 
butes. 
It was, then, ta this form of the. taxing power— 
the power to. borrow, at pleasure, to an indefinite 
amouct, upon the pledged propeity and labor of his 
subjects, that the King resoited, to reirstale the- 
crown in its former pl-nitude of prerogative. But 
to this ead, it was necessary first to.create a fund 
to be borrowed. How was this to. be done? It 
could be effected in no other way, than by making 
it the interest of one class.ef -his subjects to unite .- 
twith the throne in the piunder of the others. Foe.. 
chis purpose, the money cap.talists were the only ` 
alass to whon, the sovereign could appeal. Borin- 
vsmuch as that class had already suffered by ad» 
stances mare to Government, in the reeent convul- 
sions of the State, some equivalent beyond ordinary. 
iademn:ty, could alene induce them to renew those - 
advances. That equivalent was ready. It was . 
nvbiog ters than an absolute power conferred upon 
them, as a company, over the whole currency. of . 
the country; a power to substitute, for a metallie 
medium, valuab‘e ia itself and therefore capable of . 
being the standard of all cther valnes, a paper cire . 
culaiion of the company’s. promissory notes, in - 
themselves valueless, and for that very reason inoar 
pable of measur ng. ihe value of any thing ebe- 
This power was conferred,and this change in.the 
carrency effected, in six'eeg hundred apd ninety- 
four, the siath year of: that monarchs eigh; by the. 
charter of the Bank of England. : . > = > 

And thus, for the ec uine iat the world’s history, 
were the doe bills of gn incorporated company 
forced, by Government, şs mores, upon a nation. 
For the first time, were. the properly and labor of 
an entire peopie tht pieced under the abso: ate coa- : 
trol of a company; and thus, for the firat time, weg 
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a counter revolution accomp'i:hed in Government 
itself, by a revolution in the currency—a revolution 
which, as far as Great Britain and the United States 
are concerned, has struck more profoundly into so- 
ciety—spread its effects more widely through all the 
minutest relations of life, than any other event of 
modern times. Yes, effeets, of which, as I shall 
attempt to show, the matter of our deliberations 
this day are but the dreadfal manifestations, Fer 
here, sir, it is that we are to look for the beginning 
of that succession of events, which has already im- 
posed a debt of four thousand millions of dollars up- 
on Great Britaia, and enabled her to to throw twe 
hundred million of the amount upon the States of 
this Union. ; 

But in order to comprehend all the consequences, 
both social and political, resulting from the crea- 
tion of the first English bank, it becomes essential 
to know the circumstances attending the transac- 
ticn, as well as the motives and reasons. To these 
the British historian himself shall speak; and here 
I ask the strictest attention, that all may judge, 
whe'her, in our own history, there has any thing of 
a l:ke character occurred: 


“The scheme was founded (says Mr. Smollett)on the notion of 
a transfer uble fund, and a circulation by bill on the credit of 
alarge capital. Forty merchants subscribed to the amount 
of five hundred thousand pounds, as a fund uf ready money, 
to circulate one million at eight cent. to be lent to the Go- 
wernment; and even this fund o ready money bore the same 
interest. When itwas properly digested in the Cabinet, and 


a majority in Parliament secured for its rec tion, the un- 
dertakers for the court introduced it into the House of Com- 


mons, and expatiated upon the nati 


onal advantages that 
evould accrue from such a measure. They said ıt would res- 


cue the nation out of the hands of extortioners and usurers, 
lower interest, raise the value of land, revive and establish 
public credit, extend Cireulation, consequently improve 
commerce, facilitate the annual supplies. and con- 
nect the people the more closcly with the Government. 
The project was violently opposed by a strong party, 
who affirmed that it would become a monopoly, and en- 
pos, the whole money of the kingdom; that, us it must 
nfallibly be subservient to Government views, it might be 
employed to the worst purposes of arbitrary power; that in- 
stead of assisting, it would weaken commerce, by templing 
eto withdraw their money from trade, and employ it 
tn stockjobbing; that it would produce a swarm of brokers 
ani j s, lo prey upon their fellow creatures; encourage 
and gaming, and further corrupt the morals of t 
‘mation. Nutwithstanding these objections, the biil made its 
way through the two Houses, establishing the funda for the 
see irity ant advantage of the subscribers; empotering their 
: Sao ge to incorporate them by the name of the ernor 
and Company of the Bank pede land, under a proviso, 
that at any time after the first day of August, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and five, upon a year’s notice, and the 
repayment of the twelve hundred thousand pounds, the said cor- 
poration should cease and determine. The bill likewise con- 
tained elauses of appropriation for the service of the public. 
The whole subscription was filled in ten days aftes its being 
opened; and the court of directors completed the payment 
before the expiration of the time prescribed by the act, although 
they did not call in more than seven hundred and twenty thou- 
sand pounds of the money subscribed.” 

Here, then, was the first entrance into tke world 
of the banking system, as a source of payer cur- 
rency. And mark the attendant inciden's. In the 
first place, it commenced in the creition of a pub- 
he debt, ever to be increased—never extinguished, 
bat by the extinction of the Government itself. In 
the next place, it began with the corruption of the 
legislative power; for after being planned by minis 
ters in the cabinet, it was withheld from Parlia- 
ment, in order that the King might corrupt a ma- 
jority to its sapport, betore exposing it to the eyes 
of the public. And then, above all, mark the rea- 
sons assigned for the measure: “ It would connect 
the people more closely with the Government.” 
Yes; bind them more firmly within the spell of the 
throne—render them more tractable—less rebelli- 
ous to eppresion. 

But what were the reasons urged against it by 
the patriots of the day? That it would become a 
monopoly—engross the who'e money of ihe coun- 
try—subserve the views of arbitrary power— 
strengthen the crown against the people—withdraw 
money from trade—prodace swarms of brokers 
and jobbers to prey upon their fellow men—engen- 
der fraud—encourage gambling, and corrupt the 
general morals. And who so lost to truth—so in- 
sensible to crime, as fo deny that those fears have 
peen realized? There can be none. 


But what, sir, is this I have said and de<cribed? 


Does it relate to the 
the first Bank of lhe United States? Where, in the 


world’s history, are two events to be found, more 
identical in all their incidents—their reasons—their 


` gonsequences? 


first Bank of England, or to 
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The capital stock, consisting as it did, exclusive- 
ly of Government bonds fur near five millions of 
dollars, advanced by the company t0 the king; the 
bank began to loan its promissory notes, issued as 
a currency, upon the sole security of the bends, 
themselves but the evidence of debt. In this man- 
ner it was that, whilst the institution, with one hand, 
drew interest, through the Government, from the 
people, on the debt itself, with the othey it drew in- 
terest from them, on its own due bills, issued upon 
the pledge of the debt. The value of a stock thus 
yielding, as it did, a twofold profit, invited, of 
course, all capitalists to make addtional invest- 
ments. From time to time, therefore, was the ca- 
pital of the bank increased, its charter extended, 
and its powers enlarged, by acts of Parliament, ob- 
tained through the influence of the king, that the 
institution might be able to make still further ad- 
vances to him, as often as his schemes of ambition 
required them. Thus, by the repetition of the same 
process through a succession of years, the whole 
moneyed wealth of the empire became eventually 
drawn within the common reservoir of the bank, 
and arrayed as a distinct interest, against every 
other species of property—against the landed and 
the laboring classes, on whom, by its discounts and 
circulation, the institution levied an enormous tri- 
bute. And thus, too, by this concen'ration of 
power in the bank, and its coalition with the 
king, he was enabled to employ the in- 
stitution, instead of Parliament, fr all the 
purposes of taxation. The process was plain. 
‘When money was to be raised, instead of 
resorting to the constitutional mode of assessment 
by law the monarch, had bat to apply to the bank 
in the frst instance, and with the means thence ob- 
tained, preva, by corruption, on Parliament, to 
provide for the payment of the inte est. By cach 
successive operation thus augmenting the public 
debi; the burden of its interest; the capi al, powers 
and profits of the bank; strengthenirg i's connection 
with the king; increasing his influence over Parlia- 
ment; diminishing that of the landed and latoring 
classes in the Government, and concentrating all 
power in the joint possession of the bank and the 
throne. I say, sir, the baok and the throne; for 
as to the two Houses of Parliament, they had, by 
this state of things, been rendered so notoriously 
corrupt, as to justify Mr. Walpole, at.an after day, 
in laying it down as an axiom, applicable to Eng- 
lish statesmen, that “every man has hs price.” 


paper banking system. A public debt of four 
thousand million of dollars; taxes intolerable; an 
inequality of property and condition, ruinous in 
the extreme; a resulting aggregate ef human 
* misery, so wide and intens®, as to leave one-fourth 
of the population, and that the most laborious, wiih 
scarcely a shelter by night, without the certainty 
of daily bread on the morrow-—misery driving 
them on from insurrection to insurreetion, for 
means of appeasing the cravings of nature. Four 
thousand millions of debt, still accumulating, not- 


from an hundred millions of her East Indian subjects; 
drawn by the torch and the sword; by robbery and 
murder, by the devastation of the o'dest and richest 


country ef the globe; drawn, sir, by a system 
of comp'icated 


der of India, 


to the very extremity of life. 


and England, 


And now, sir, for the results to tha! nation, of this . 


withstanding the enorm us tribute annually drawn - 


and exquisite cruelty, which 
Attila, at head of his Huns, cr Tamerlane, with 
his Tartars, would have blushed to commit— 
cruelty reserved for Clive and Hastings—cruelty, at 
the bare recital of which, by Barke and Sheridan, 
all England shrieked with compunctious horror— 
still there stands the debt, undiminished; and that 
too, although British rapaci'y, insatiate by the plun- 
has s'retched to a neighboring isle 
its blghting hand—snatched the last bread from 
his lips—torn the last rag from the naked limbs 
of the famished Irishman—undiminished still 
stands the debt, although generation after genera- 
of her own infant children are worked in factories 
Yes, notwithstand- 
ing these crimes of inhuman enormity—this infant 
toil amounting to torture—there stands the debt! 
with her exterior grandeur, her 
splendid throne, her nobility, her navy, commrcee, 
and colonies, presents the melancholy image of a 
hospits!, whose surrounding colonnade of arghiteq- 
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| tural beauty serves but to mock the sobs of afflic- 
tion—the cries of despair within. 

These, sir, are the direful consequences inflicted 
by the paper system upon that country, and tbrea- 
tened to this. But when, how, by whose agency, 
and for what reasons, was it affixed to our soil? 
Who gave it a lodgement in this Government? 
The Anglo-Federal party of the United States, 
From their hands it received life and nutriment; 
and by them, from the beginning to the present 
moment, has it been sustained and defended in all 
its ravages upon the people—in all its tenden- 
cies to the destruction of the Government. These 
were the men; but what were their motives for 
introducing it? To know them, their principles 
must be known; and here again it becomes essen- 
tial—first, to know what were the principles of 
their founder. For of parties, it is no less true 
than of Governments, that, at the beginning, they 
take their principles from the men who Jead; and, 
afterwards, the leading men take theirs from the 
parties. Who, then, was the founder of that party, 
and whathis principles? Alexander Hamilton 
wasthe man. It washe—a man whose inind, of the 
second order, had been cast in an English mould; 
was he who founded the party, who prescribed 
to his followers a class of principles and a line of 
policy, now and ever cherished by them with all 
the zeal of fanatacism. But what princip'es were 
they? What his scheme of measures to give them 
effec? These questions he shalt answer for him- 
self. Nor shall Ido him th2 injastice to cite his 
language, incautiously used, en an occasion af- 
fording no reas: n for deliberation and care. No. 
But language, uttered under the most solemn re- 
sponsibility that man can incur, the responsibility 
of organizing the Government of a nation. These, 
then, were the principles Jaid down by General 
Hamilton, and prescribed to his par'y, in the debate 
on the adoption of the Federal Constitation, on the 
nineteenth of Jane, seventeen hundred and eighty- 
seyen. Thus he spoke: 

— +My situation is disagreeable, but it would he criminal not to 
come ferward on a question of auch magnitude. T have well 
considered the subject, and am convinced that no amendment 
of the Confederation can answer the purpose of a good Go- 
vernment so long as State govereigniies do, in any shape, 
exist. 

Again, on the same occasion, he declared: 

“] believe the British Government forms the best model the 
world erer produced, and such has been its progress in the 
minds of the many, that this truth gradually gains grou 
This Government has for its object public strength and indivi: 
dual security. It is said with us to be unattainable. If it 
was once formed it would maintain itself. All communilies 
divide themselves into the few and the many. The first are 
the rich and well born, the other the mass of the people. 
The voice of the people has been said to be the voice of God; 
and however generally this maxim has been quoted .and be- 
lieved, it is not true in fact. The people are turbulent and 
changing; they seldom judge or determine right. Give, there- 
fore, to the first class a distinct, permanent share in the Govern- 
ment. They willcheck the unsteadiness of the second, and as 
they cannot receive any advantage by a change, they, there 
fore, will ever maintain a good Government. Can a Demo- 
cratic assembly, who annually revolve in the mass of the peo- 
ple, be supposed eteadily to pursue the public ood? Nothing 
but a permanent body can check the imprudence of Demo- 
cracy. Their turbulent and uncontrolling disposition requires 
checks. The Senate of New York, although chosen for four 
years, we have found to be inefficient. ‘Will, on the Virginia 
plan, @ continuance of seven years doit? It is admitted that 
you cannot have a good Executive upon a Democratic plan. 
Bee the excellency of the British Executive. He is plac 
above temptation—he can have no distinct interests from the 


public welfare. Nothing short of such an Exeeutive can be 

efficient.” . K 

And, Th the same speech, proceeding te give his 

an of Government, he said: 

“ Let one body of the Legislature be constituied during £008 

behavior or life. f 
Let one Executive be appointed who dares execute his 


powers. ; 
It may be asked, is this a Republican system? It is strictly 
so, as long as they remain elective. i 

And let me observe, that an Ezecutive is less dangerous to 
the liberties of the people when in ofice during life, than for 


tive subject to impeachment. theterm monarchy cannets ly: 
These elective monarchs have produced tnmulisin > ‘ome, 
and are equally dangerous to perce in Poland; but this cal 
not apply to the mode in whic 
Let electors be appointed in each : 
the Executive. [Here Mr. H. produced his planj—te 
cousist of two branches; and T would give them the u 
mited power of passing all laws without exception. 2Ne. 
sembly to be electcd for three years, by the people in districts. 
The Senate tobe elected by electors to be chosen for that pur 
ose by the people, and to remain in office during life. ais 
‘Executive to huve the power of negativing all laws; to ma 
war or peace. with the advice of the Senate; to make treaties 


with their advice, but to have the sole digection ofall military 


a m 
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operations, and to send ambassadors and appoint all military 
officers, and to pardon al! offenders, treason excepted, unless by 
advice of the Senate. On his death or removal, the President 
ofthe Senate to officiate, with the same powers, until another is 
elected. Supreme judicial officera to be appointed by the Exe- 
cutive and the Senate. The Legislature to appoint courts in 
each State, ao asto make the State Governments unnecessary 


to it. f 
All State laws to be absolutely void, which contravene the 
erallaws. An officer to be appointed in each State to havea 
negative on all State laws. 
of oflicers to be under the National Government.” 


| 
On the twenty-second of the same month, still 


intent upon his object, aad, as if fearful that he 
had not yet been distinctly understood, he pro- 


ded to say that, 
Wa all general questions which become the subjects of discus- 
sion 

confess there is danger where men is capable of holding two 

offices. Take mankind in general, they are vicious—their pas- 

ions may be operated upon: We have been taught to repro- 
Sain the danger of influence ifthe British Government, without 
duly reflecting how far it was necessary to support a good Go- 
vernment. We have taken up many ideas upon trust, and at 
last, pleased with our own opinions, establish them as un- 
doubted truths. Hume’s opinion of the British Constitution con- 
firms the remark that there is alwaysa body of firm patriots, who 
often shake a corrupt administration. Take mankind as they 
are, and what are they governed by? Their passions. There 
may be in every Government a few choice spirits, who may 
act from more worthy motives. One great error is, that we 
suppose mankind more honest than they are. Our prevailing 
passions are ambition and interest; and it will ever be the duty 
of a wise Government to avail iwelf of these passions, in order 
to make them subservient to the public good—for these ever in- 
face us to action.” 

Yes: here, in language the most explicit, under 
responsibilities the most solemn, did the founder 
of the Anrg'o-Federal party pronounce the Ame i- 
can people incapable of a Democratic Government 
of equal freejom. Here did he declare that they 
Were not sufficiently honest—that they were vi- 
cious—governed by their passions, turbulent, 
changing, incompetent to judge or determine aright; 
thac they, as. all mankind, were naturally divided 
into two clasyes, the few and the many, the rich 
and the weil born on the one side, the great mass, 
the poor, on the other; that the first of these classes 
shoald, therefore, control the Government, ia order 
to check the turbulence of the second. For these 
reasons it was, as he bo'dly declared, thay he pre- 
ferred the Eng'ish form of Government, with a!l 
its abuses, with its throne, its nobility, its union of 
church and S'ate, its standing armies, banking 


there are always sowe truths mixed with falsehoods. 1 | 


s'em, its organized ccrraption, its enormous 


debt, i's ruinous taxes, its opulence of the few, its 
piaperism of the many. Ii was for these reasons 
that he pronoanced such a Government “the best 
model the world ever produced.” For these rea- 
sons it was that he thought a like Governmen', if 
once established over our people, wou'd possess 
power to maintain itself agaicst their folly and tur- 
bulence. And therefore it was, entertaining these 
Ptinciples and opini'ns, that he proposed, in full 
convention, to establish, as far as practicable, the 
same system here, by abolishing the State Govern- 
ments, and ere ating a Sena‘e and an Executive for 
life,armed wiih a'l the powers of the King and 
Lords ot Great Britain. 

Such were the princip'es and views openly 
avowed by tte founder of the party. And who can 
doubt that it was this manif-st denger to public 
liberty, from the very presence of such a party in 
the country, which prompt: d the controlling majo- 
nity of parriots to provide those safeguards in the 
Constitution against the indirect means to which 
that party might, in fature, resort to accomplish 
their objec? What were those safeguards? That 
the Federal Government, in all its departments, 
shou'd originate wits the pe .ple—be responsible to 
them —that its powers shuld be few, and those dis- 
tisetly exp essed, ard cautiously guarded—that the 
general mass of power shou'd remain in the States 
or 1h: people—that certain rights of men, deemed 
more essential to liberty, shuld abide with them 
a: sacred and in'angible, by either the Sta e or the 
Federal Goverament—that no titles of nobility 
should be gianted—that_ no State shou'd issue bilis 
of credit, coin money, or make any thing but gold 
and silver a legal tender. These were the safe- 


guards; and, above al’, were those provisions so in- 


tended which re'ate to the currency; for, sir, the 
pat:i xs of the convention knew full weil what had 
been the p litical and social effects of the p. per 
bankirg system in Eng‘and. They krew t'e de- 
sires of the Ang’o Federal party here; and, know- 
` ing these, could they fora moment doubt what ef- 


fects would be wrought upon cur Guvernment by 
such a system, in the hands of such a party? But 
what precauticrs ever yet proved infallible against 
the prompting of insidious ambition? None. And 
here, sir, we have no example—a fatal example, of 
what I begun wih stating—that there is, in the 
principle of oppres ion, an elasticity adapting it to 


All the militia and the appointment | every new condition of th ngs, and that, if excluded 


from the forms of government by the fundamental 
law, it nevertheless takes its stand in the interior of 


: the social community, and perverts that very law 
; to its own defence, against the resis'ance of the pec- 


ple. And now mark the illustration of the fact, in 
the hurried, silent, insidious process by which the 
British banking system was transplanted into this 
Government-—transplanted, not only in violation 
of all the constitutional safeguards intended to ex-. 


; Clude it, but under the auspices and guarantee of 


the Constitution itself. Mark, too, the exact re- 


semblance of every incident attending the origin of |. 


the Bank of England? And why? Because the 
author of its introduction here wax but an imita- 
tor—had made the model of the Bri'ish Govern- 
ment—(‘‘the best model the world had ever pro- 
duced’”)—had made that, and the history of British 
abuses, the chief and favored objec's of his study— 
because he had proposed that mcdel in the conven- 
tion—hal been defeated there—still deemed it 
practicable—and saw that it could only be intro- 
daced by first introducing the paper system, upon 
which it rested in England. 

What were the facts? This Government went 
into operation by the meeting of the first Congress, 
under the Coas.itution, on the fourth of March, 
seventeen hundred and eighty-nine. On the thirty- 
first of July, of the same year, the act to regulate 
the collection of duties was passed, and its thirti- 


` eth section provided: 


“That the duties and fees to be collected by virtue of this act, 


shall be received in gold and silver coin only, at the following |i 


rates, that isto say: the gold coins of France, England, Spain, 
and Portugal, andall other gold coins of equal fineness, at 
eighty-nine cents for every pennyweight. The Mexican dol- 
lar, at one hundred cents; the crown of France at one dollar 
and eleven cents; the crown of England at one dollar and eleven 
cente; and all other silver coins of equal fineness, at one dollar 
and eleven cents per ounce. ? 

Here, then, the whole revenue was to bere- 
ceived in gold and silver coin only. Suci was the 
positive law of the land, passed in strict conformity 
to the Constitution. Thus, therefore, was the Go- 
vernment fairly launched upon the deep of time, 
without the beating of a wave ora wind to bear it 
from the course of its intended dest ny. As yet, 
all was well; andso continued. But how long? To 
this question I will, in a moment, read the fatal 
answer. 

On the second of Septemter, of the same’ year, 
the act to establish the Treasury Department was 
passed, and on the e‘eventh of the same month, 
General Hamilton was appointed to that Depart- 
ment. Now mark the immediate, consequences. 
On the twenty-second of that very month, he, as 
Secretary of the Treasury, issued to the collectors 
of the revenue an order in these words: 


“Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
September 22, 1789. 
Sir: In consequence of arrangements lately taken with the 
Bank of North America and the Bank of New York, forthe ac- 
commodation of the Government, [am to inform you that it is 
my desire. that the notes of those banks, payable either on de- 


| mand or at no longer period than thirty days af'er their respec- 


tive dates, should be received in payment of the duties, as equi- 
valent to gold and silver, and that they will be received from 
you as such by the Treasurer of the United States. 7 

Thus measure, besides the immediate accommodation to 
which it has reference, wil) facilitate remittances from the se- 
veral States, without drawing away their,specie; an advantage 
in every view important. i : 3 i 

I shall cause you shortly to be furnished with such indications 
of the genuine notes as will serve to guard you against coun- 
terfeits, and shail direct the manner o! remitting them. In the 
mean time, and until further orders, you will please to receive 
them, transmitting to me a weekly account of your receipts and 
payments. i : 

The Treasurer ofthe United States will probably have occa- 
sion to draw upon you-for part of the compensation of the 
members of Congress from your State. 

These dratts you will also receive in payment of the duties, or 
in exchange for any specie arising from them which shall have 
come to your hand. | , 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON, f 
Secretary of the Treasury. ` 
Omo H. Witt1ams, Esq. j 
Collector of the Customs for Bakîmore, Md.” 


Thus, whist the law of the land commanded, in 


.the most explicic words, that the revenue should be 


‘received in gold and silver coin op/y,” the Secretary 


— 


of the Treasury makes arrangements with bauks, 
neither known or recognised tu exist by the Con- 
sututicn or laws of this Government; agrees to re- 
ceive the whole revenue in their promissory notes, 
even though not payab'e on demand, and orders the 
coilectors so to receive them. This he did by this 
fatal order, promulgated on the eleventh day after 
his appointment to office, on the fifty-third day after 
the passage of the revenue law,in the very presence of 
the Congress which passed it, still in session; and ia 
uter contempt, equally of the Constitution, the 
law, and the law making power. I say, sir, this 
fatal order; fatal, because it was the first open in- 
fraction of the Constitution, as well as the law, by 
an officer of Government; fatal, because it went 
unpunished, unrebaked; because it brought the le- 
gislative power under the control of the Secretary 
of the Treasury; fatal, because it first established 
the connection of banks with the Government; re- 
volutionized ‘he currency of the country, by open- 


| ing a breach in the Constitution, for the first Bank 


of the United States; fa'al, because it was the 
primeval sin, whose consequences, broad and deep, 
have accumulated upon us with each returning 
year, until the Congress of the United States have 
at'at received, not an order from the Treasury 
Department, but a mandate from the bankers and 
brokers of England, not to take for revenue the 
notes of banks, but to guaranty the payment of debis 
we never contracied; debts due to these who com- 
mand; and this we are ordered to do,on pain of public 
ruin, threatened to theS ates, if we dare to disobey. 
Yet, fatal as was this order, it was but the com- 
mencement of Gereral Hamilton’s system for 
the revolution of the Government. He was an 


! imitator ; and, as such, saw from the British ex- 
' ample that, to displace one Government, and to 
| gubstitute ancther, without noise or violence, some 


machinery more powerful than a Treasury order 
was indispensably necessary. Well, what ma- 


| chinery so proper as a National Bank? What 


fonndation for a National Bank so solid as a 
National debt? What materials so handy for a 
national debt as the debts of the States? None. 
This the S.cretary knew. His party in Congress, 
he also knew, might be prepared, in advance, for 
the deed. They had justified his Treasury order in 
viclaion of law; and this act of loyalty to him 
was an invi'ation to come forward with the balance 
of his schemes. Ambition needs no second call to 
usurpation. He took them at the word; and, like 
the minister of William the Third, presented his 
plans in full maturity to the pre-engaged favor of 
legislative servility. And how were. they received? 
With distrust? How ac'ed upon? With delibera- 
tion? No. Bot snatched from bis hand, and, 
with the impatient trepidation of conscious guilt, 
hustled and hurried through both Houses of Con- 
gress. Mark the process. 

On the 29th of September, Congress adjourned 
its first ses-ion On the 4th of January, 1790, com- 
menced its second; passed the act to.assume, by the 
FeJeral Government, the Re. olutionary debts of the 
States, on the fonrth of the ensuing August; on the 
twelfth of that month, adjourned its second session; 
opened its third on the sixth of the following De- 
cember—passed the act to chaster the first Bank of 
the United States, on the 25th of February, 1791, and 
on the third of the ensuing March, adjonrne’ its 
third ard final session. So rapid did the Treasury 
order, the assumption of the debts, and the charter 
of the Bank succeed one another. For, though it 
required six years fur tte ministers of William the 
Th rd to create a national debt, to revolutionize the 
currency—to establish a bank in coalition with the 
Government, concentrating in the hands of the par- 
ties coalesced, all the elements of social and politi- 


; cal power; yet, General Hamilton, with this exam- 


ple before him, could effect these ubjects in two.— 
And why? Because the British Bank was already . 
made 1o his hand, and he had but to locate 
a branch in thisGovernment. How, and by what 
means? In the first place, it was necessary to 
crea‘e a national debt, and to throw that debt into 
the hands of bankers and stockjobbers in England. 
To this end, therefore, the Secietary of the Trea- 
sury, stiil faithful in his affection for the British 
fo m-of Government, preceeded, through his party 
in Congress, to assume twenty-one millions of Stag 


ale : 
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whole property, real and personal, of the country. We had 
better at once exchange the condition of independent proprie- 
tors for that of stewards. We should then be able to govern 
foreign nations, according to the arguments of gentlemen on 
the otherside. But let us put aside this theory, and appeal to 
the decisions of experience. Go to the other side of the Atlantic, 
and see what has been achieved for us there by ale ape 
holding seven-tentha of the capital ofthis bank. Hasit released 
from galling and ignominicus bondage one solitary American 
seaman, bleeding under British oppression? Did it prevent the 
unmanly attack upon the Chesapeake? Did it arrest the pro- 
mulgation, or has it abrogated the orders in council—those or- 
ders which have given birth to a new era m commerce? In 
spite of all its boasted effect, are not the two nations brought to 
the very brink of war? Are we quite sure that, on this side of 
the water, it has had no effect favorable to British interests? It 
has often been stated, and although Ido not know that it is 
susceptible of strict proof, ] believe it to be a fact, that this bank 
exercised its influence in support of Jay’s treaty; and may it 
not have contrituted to blunt the public sentiment, or para- 
lyze the efforts of this nation against British acgreseion? 


debt, giving to the bends an irredeemable quality, 
which be foresaw would, as it did, send them for 
investment to the money market of London 

There they accordingly went; and the G wernment 
being indebted, and that to foreigners, an excuse 
was furnished for providing the facilities of pay- 
ment. How could it be paid without a bank? and 
bow could a bank be introduced, with-ut making 
this very debt the basis and body of its capital 
stock? No. These were the only means; the Se- 
cretary had so declared; his pariy in Congress were 
ready to act upon his jacgment aloni; and the 
thing was done. Done, sir, ‘done, within the first 
two years of the Government—done by the very 
first Congress—done by the very same men whe, 
put forty-two days before the Secretary came into 
office, had solemnly enacted, that all the revenues 
should be received “in gold and silver coin only” — 
done by men who were elected with no such vew, 
and who, in the haste of their obedience to the 
Secretary, a'lowed the people no oppertanity, by 
re-election, to con ‘enn or approve the geed. 

Bat why this hurry to fonnd a national debt—to 
establish a back upon capital held by Englishmen 
—to empower it to change the currency of the 
country—to receive its notes for all the revenue— 
to deposite the public money inits vaults—to confer 
upon the Secretary and his party the power, 
through the agency of English capiia', over the 
whole property and labor of the country; and, in 
the end, the power to fix the forms of English Go- 
vernment upon this people? Why this hurry? Was 
it becavse they apprehended danger to the. rscheme 
from the alarm of the people, if they were allowed 
time to be alarmed? Was it because delay would 
concentrate the public affections upon the Govern- 
ment as it stood; or wasit because age would give 
to the Constitation, now green and tender, that 
firmness and inflexibility with which it could not 
be bent, without the noise of a break—changed, 
without the tumalt of revolution? Was it for 
these reasons that this succession of events was hur- 
ried alorg to consummation, in the first two years 
of the Government, withoat one word with the peo- 
ple? Let those who stand upon this flocr to day— 
the faiths! followers of Gen. Hamilton—they who 
on this and all occasions put forth their utmost 
energies to prop and defend these his maxims, and 
this his system—let them answer these questions to 
the country. 

The debt was assumed, funded, held, by Eng- 
Jishmen—a branch of the English bank esta- 
pblished in this Gevernment upon it: I say a branch 
of the English bank; for whatelse was the Bank of 
the United States? Who owned its steck? Who 
received its profits? Who, by their agen's, direct- 
ed its affairs? Were they Ame icars or Eng’ish- 
men? Weie they here or in London? Let the Se- 
nator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray] answer. No; 
he has answered already —answered upon his re- 
sponsibility as a Senatsr—answered upon this 
floor, in e:ghteen hundred and eleven, when he thus 
spoke, on the question of renewing the charter: 


“The power of a nation is said to exist in the sword and the 
purse. Perhaps, at last, all power is resolvable into that of the 
use; for with it you may command almost every thing else. 
he specie circulation of the United States is estimated by some 
calculators at ten millions of dollars; and if it be no more, one 
moiety is in the vaults of this bank. May not the time arrive 
when the concentration of such a vast portion of the circulat- 
ing medium of the country in the hands of the corporation, 
wiil be dangerous to our liberties? By whom is this immense 
power wielled? By a body who, in derogation of the great 
principie of all our instituuions—responsibility to the people— 
amenable only to a few stockholders, and they chiefly foreign- 
ers. Suppose an attempt to subvertt is Government—would 
not the traitor first aim, by force or corruption, to acquire the 
treasure of this company? Look at 11 in another aspect. Seven- 
tenths of its capital are in the hands of foreigners, and these 
foreigners chiefly English subjects. Weare possibly upon the 
eve of a rupture with that mation. Should such an event occur, 
do you a prehend that the English Premier . would experience 
any difficulty in obtaining the entire control of this institu- 
tion? Republica, above all other nations, ought most 
atudiously to guand against foreign influence. AN his- 
tory proves that the internal dissensions excited by fo- 
yeign intiizue have produced the downfall of almost every 
free Government that has hitherto existed; and yet gen- 
tlemen contend that we are benefited by the possession of 
this foreign capital! If we could have its use without its at- 
tending abuse, I should be gratified also. Butit isin vain to 
expect Ure one without the other. Wealth is power, and, un- 
der whatsoever form it existe, its proprietor, whether he lives 
on this or the other sidé of the Atlantic, will have a proportionate 
influence. It iv argaed that our possession of this English capi 
tal gives us certain influence over the British Government. If 
this reasoning be sound, we had better revoke the interdiction 
aa to aliens holding land, and invite foreigners to engioes the 


rable stockholder in the Bank of the United States. A la e Lord 


Chancellor of England, besides other noblemen, was a large 
stockholder. Suppose the Prince of Essling, the Duke of Ca- 
dore. and other French dignitaries, owned seven-cighths of the 
capital of this bank, should we witness the same exertions ad 
allude not to any made in the Senate) to recharter it? So far 
from it, would not the danger of French infiuence be resounded 
throughout the nation? i 

I shall give my most hearty assent to the motion for striking 
out the first section of the biil.” 

Seven-tenths of its capital stock owned by Eng- 
lishmen, and they living at home—by men of 
whom many were, at the time, lords and officers 
of the British Government—by men connected in 
interest with the Englis1 Bank, and by principles, 
manners, ¿nd affections, with every thing English, 
with nothing American. Well, therefore, when 
he saw the Bank of the United States thus owned 
by Englishmen, thos established among ws by a 
party here, openly declaring their want of confi- 
dence in the people, their attachment to the British 
forms of goveruament—a bank in the hands of 
sucha party collecting the whole revenues, ils 
notes the who'e currency, its word ths whole law 
to the property and labor of the country; well, 
when he saw these things, did the Senator from 
Kentucky exclaim: 

“May not the time arrive when the concentration ofsuch a vast 
portion of the circulating medium of the countr in the hands 
of any corporation will be dangerous to our liberties? By whom 
is this immense power wielded? By a body, who, in deroga- 
tion of the great principle ofour institutions—responsibility to 
the people—is access ble only to a few stockholders, and they 
chiefly foreigners. Suppose an attempt to subvert thia Go- 
vernment, would not the traitor first strive by force or corrup: 
tion to acquire the treasure of this company? 

And again: : 

“are we quite sure that,on thie side of the water, it has had no 
effect favorable to British interests? It has often been stated, 
and although I do not know that it is susceptible of strict proof, 
1 believe it to be a fact, that this bank exercised its influence in 
support of Jay’s treaty; and may it not have contributed to 
blunt the public sentiment, or paralyze the efforts of this nation 
against the British aggressions?” 

These, then, were the statements, the fears, the- 
sentiments, of the Senator from Kentucky. They 
were then true, so are they now; for the (ruth has 
not changed, though the Senator has. 

Can it then, for a moment, be doubted, that the 
first Bank of the United States, was, in fact, but a 
branch of tbe Exglish system?—that General Ham- 
ilton and his party, who introduced it here, still en- 
tertained their old. affections for the formt of the 
Bri ish Government? Can it be doubted, that they 
vet cherished the hope of engrafting the substantial 
features of that G veramen! npon oar Constitatiou? 


tem with that view? And who, after looking to the 
principles and pregress of the system, can doubt 
that its tendencies, one and all, are infailibly to that 
resul? No! impcssible! The very question now 
pending before us, is but a summary of all the ree 
sults—a concen ration of all the effects of the sys» 
tem, thus far in its progress. 

Yet, sir, I will nct come too abruptly up to the 
present period, but return back upon the line of 
events, to the point where the system made its en- 
trance into our Government. - 

The Bank was founded upona national debt, 
constituting almost the entire body of its capital 
stock; aad why? The. reason is obvious. It was 
devised apon political motive by the founder of a 
political party; and the party itself was to be or- 
ganiz-d permanently upon the basis of the institu- 
tion, as the contro!ling centre of the paper system. 
It was, therefore, necessary that such an institation 
should rest upon a foundation both durable and 
- political by its connection with the Government. 
The national debt, it was evident, would subsist 
_ form any years; and was doubtless intended by the 


The Duke of Northumberland is said to be the most conside- | 


Who doubts that they brought in the bankiog svs- 
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party to become, like that of England, not only 
permanent, but impossib’e of payment. Here, 
then, was a solid basis upon which the party could 
stand whilst in power, and rally it expelled, 
Hence it was, that, when overthrown in 1800, the 
Angio-Federalists, although in a minority, humili- 
aled with shame, fell back, and, instead of a flight, 
securely concentrated upon the banking system. 
Hence it is that we now find them there, still war- 
ring for the empire of the few over ihe rights of the 
many; and hence itis, also, that we now behold 
that political phenomenon—a party, every political 
principle, every instinct of which, originates in, 
emanates from, and returns back into, the single 
idea of money; an idea to which, with them, Go- 
yernment itself is secondary; cne form being pre- 
ferred to another, unly as one, more than another, 
may enable the few, “the r.ch and the well born,” 
to subsist upon the unrequited toil of the laborious 
poor. Yes, “all communities divide themselves 
into the few and the many; the first are the rich 
and well born, the other the mass of the people.” 
So spoke General Hamilton, the founder of the 
party and the paper system. Thus presenting the 
idea of money, no matter how acquired, as the fun- 
damental principle of his politics, as tne end of 
government, and government as nething but the 
appropriate instrument of plunder. Whilst, on the 
other hand, his great antagonist, Mr. Jeffersen, the 
illustrious founder of the ever glorious Democracy, 
with a soul sublimely elevated by an innate sense 
of justi:e—by an all-embracing sympa hy with his 
countrymen—with a misd far-reaching to the fu- 
ture, beyend the forecast of the ablest of his age, 
took, nobly, took, liberty as the basis of Govern. 
ment; equal freedom to all as the means of sustain- 
ing it, and the happiness of the whole people as its 
rightful object. 

Money, then, being the fundamental principle of 
the Anglo-Federali+'s, the paper system the adopt- 
ed means of makirg the Government subservient to 
this end; and the country thus drawn within the 
central influence of that system in England, can it 
be surprising that the most intense sympathies 
sbould have always subsisted between this party 
and that country? No: nor can it astonish any man 
that British instinct shculd prompt that people te 


| send their capital here, in order to enlarge the pa- 


per system—to fasten its’ hold upon the Govern- 


| ment and the country—to sustain a party which 


rests upon it, and to strengthen those sympa: hies. 
of interest and affection. ; 

And, sir, I ask, have they not succeeded? Has 
not the paper system, under the patronage of this 
party, and the stima'us of British capital, periodi- 


cally applied, already expanded itseif from cne 


bank into a thousand? Hasit not pervaded all the 
recesses of society, changed the whole currency of 
the country, excluded the constitutional medium, 


| and taken its place, in spite of the Constitution? 


Has it not acquired control over all property, and 
all labor—made both tributary to its cvffers—im- 
paired the obligations between man and man— 
travsferred the earnings of labor to hands that la- 
bor nct? Hasit not established among us corpo 
rare monopolies without nomber, anda privi'eged 
order of men, where equality of rights is enjoined 
by the organic law? But, above all, has it 
not secretly and slyly insinuated itself into all 
the forms of political power—diffused corruption 
through the whole frame and texture of our Go- 
vernment? Has it net, in thousands of those who 
claim the first rank in society, brought down every 
public—every individual virtue—every quality that 
ennobies and expands the human heart—patriol- 
ism, honor, truth, justice, courage, genius—every 


-thing moral. and intellectual in. man; has it not. 


brought down these, and al! of these, in base sub- 
ordination to avarice alone? Where, in these med, 
are now to be found that glow of patriotism, those 
noble sentiments, devoting the whole man t0 his 
whole country; that heat and energy of soul which 
fired their fathers onward to revolution and liber- 
But bent beneath the 
stern despotism of a single passion, and thit the 
lowest in the-meanest tr ast, they prowl through 
life, servile to the power which enables them t0 


plunder, and insolent to the victim people, who are - 
_ plundered by them. : 


ee E 
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Has it not paralyzed the ma- 
atid resources of the country; 
your tariff 


Nor yet isthis all. 
nufactaring energies 
countervailed the incidental protection of x 
rendered your factories incapab'e, even with the 
aid of law, not only of competing with British la- 
por in the market of the world, but incapable, also, 


of competition on our own sol? Have not such 
been its effects upon the manufacturing interests, 
as demonstrated most clearly but a day or two 
since in the powerful reasoning of the ever-power 
fal Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Catncun?]} 
And whence, sir, bat from this source, have origi- 
nated our State debts of two hundred millions of 
dollars? Have not these, to the very last farthing, 
been incurred by advances made by Englishmen, 
not in money, but in the fabrics of British facto- 
ries, to the almost total extinction of our own? 
But by what precess has this bren accomplished? 
Ia ihe first place, the banks of the two countries 
being, as they are, but parts of the same system, 
the whole is made by the vital sympathy of the 
par's, to rest upon and receive its impulse from 
the central power. That power abides 
where the capital is aggrezated, by which the 
system is stimulated into life and action. 
In London, then, the controlling power is found; 
and how is it connected? With the British G.-vern- 
ment—British manufactures—British commerce— 
British labor—British interests and policy—British 
ambition—-with every thing British, and with 
nothing else. Every British instinct, therefore, 
necessarily prompts that people to enlarge the pa- 
per system among us, tecause, whilst that country 
holds the controlling power of the system, her in- 
fluence over this, both political and commercial, 


. must be proportionate to its enlargement. For this 


reason it is, that British policy and British capital 


have ever acted in concert with the Federal party, | 


in multiplying banks, inflating the currency, and 
riveting the system upon us. For this reason itis, 
a'so, that British goods are so readily sent to this 
country in the form of loans, to be ccnverted into 
bank capital—into State and company debts. And 
thus are we not only rendered tribatary to them to 
the amount of the interest, but likewise, in the 
form of a profit-paying purchaser of manufac- 
tares, even beyond our wants, and wkich we are 
prohibited from making for ourselves, by the 
very power that chooses to make them for us. 
By these means, too, British influence over our 
public affairs is every hour expanding i'selr—enter- 
ing more deeply, more fatally, into all our coun- 
sels. No wonder, then, that more than fifty out of 
the two hnndred mi lions of State debt, incurred to 
English capitalists, by bc rrowing their calicoes and 
broadeloihs, should have been invested in bank 
stock alone. For every additi nal bank contributes 
iis issues and discourts to swell the paper currency 
—lo inciease the desire, and furnish the means, of 
buying still more Br.tish fabrics—to force men, 
companies, and States, still deeper ‘into debt—to 
close our factories—to augment our tribute, and to 
draw this Government and people still more within 
the control cf England. Yes: every new wave 
which rises upon the onward tide of a cwr ncy 
already redundant, drives still more men frm la- 
bor to:speculation—throws individva's into com- 
panies—prezses those companies upon the law- 
making power, for aid to accomplish their ot jects 
—imparts the general. delirium even to the Srates 
themselves; until, in the end, as we now tehold; 
men; companies, States and all, yielding to the 
irtesis.ible foree, are propelled forward to the ex- 
tremest verge of bankruptcy, when, in the agony 
of endangered honor, ikey implore their credito:s 
for still more loans, to pay the’ iaterest on debts 
already contrac'ed. eee 


- “So tar, therefore, as the curretey, ‘with all its 


pat wed consequences, can be viewed, Great Britain 
and :he United States are, by this tystem, consolidated 
into one’ peop’e; the former controtlisg the desti- 
nies of both, by having ın possession the central 
power of the system. Whether this state of things 
shall be allowed to progress, until it produces, in 
future, a pacha! AA eonformity in the Govern: 
ments of the-two! countriss; recasting the Ameri- 
can, as General’ Hamilton’ desired it, in the mould 
of the English fori, imin depend opon the sturdy 
Patriotism and foritedydf shë groat Demacracy, 


| 


| people and Government for obedience to 


| change. 
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There is safety to te found for our institutions, for 
public liberty, in no other quarter. For such has 
been, such is still, the general ieniency to that re- 
sult; a tendency given to public principies and pub- 
lic measures, by the Federal party armed, as they ar’, 
with all the va-t and complicated powers of the 
banks, that nothing but the s.ern resolution of the 
patriot farmer and laborer of the soil and the shop 
can arrest that tendency. 

And now, to the just judgment of the Senate I 
appeal. Is not every incident I have stated, 
throughout the long succession of events, from the 
beginning of the paper system in England down to 
the present time, strictly, indisputably true? Are 
not all the effects and consequences I have ascribed 
to these events, deducible, infallibly, from them? Is 
not the grand total of thse effects preset.ted in the 
very quesion now pending before the Senate? 
What but the influence of the British paper sytem, 
British capital, British policy, Britiss opinions, Bri- 
tish manners, British feelings; what but the concen- 
trated influence of all these, acting with dreadful 
energy upon our country, ever brought this question 
befvreu-? Nothing. How, otherwise,came it here? 
What but a British edict, commanding the Govern- 
ment to assume the debts of the States, has called 
forth these resolutions that we will not assume 
them? Yes, I say commanded; and are we not? 
Are not we, the representatives of a peopte whose 
ancestors, indignant at England’s demand of tri- 
bute, rose in mass, and with the sword, instead of 
complying, cut one half of her empire locs2 from 
the other; are not we, the descendants of such an- 
ces'ors, commanded, and that by Eng'ish bankers; 
commanded, with a menace of ruin to the States, in 
case of disobedience; commanded to mor'g7ge the 
whole public domain to those bankers; that domain 
which the valor of our fathers once wrenched from 
their grasp? 

‘And how has this edict been received by a part 
of the Senate? Have they spurned it with that 
high indignation it should have excited? Did they 
spurn itat all? Have they joined in resis ance 
when offered by others? Ur have they, on the other 
hand, not only declined to condemn the mandate, 
but even proposed obedience to its utmost exac- 
tions, by the indirect pledge of this very do- 
main to those bankers, through the agency of the 
debtor States? 

When, some six weeks ago, the Senator from 
Missouri, [Mr. Benton,] with that sagacity in 
public affairs, which has made him, among his 
countrymen, the man of men; when; sir, he saw 
the dangerous influence of England .over our 
councils and our destinies, not only exerted indi- 
rectly through the paper system and its: potitical 
party, but saw, likewise, this influence openly em- 
bodied and auvhoritatively put 10: th in the edict in 
question; when he saw the anxious effor's made by 
Briti-h interests and the friends and agents of those 
interests all around us, to temper and prepare our 
this 
mandate; when he saw the doger of delay, and 
therefore sutmitted his resolotions—resolutions de- 
claring ‘he constitutional izcompetency of this Go- 
vernment to assume these debts; the injustice, 
the fatal consequences of such assumption; when 
he enforced these, his views, at large in a speech; 
when the resolutions were, by the Senate, referred 
to a Select Comm ttee, (for such was deemed their 
importance;) when these things transpired, what 
answer was made? None; rone, save the indis- 
tinct uneasiness of a Senator or two, obscorely 
hinting their doubts and mi givings. But, on the 
contrary, silence, deep and dismal as the cead of 
night, reigned through the ranks of the Opposition; 
and so for weeks they continued. But observe the 
The committee now submived their re- 
port, sustaining the resolutions against the a samp- 


tion; and, at the same moment. the Senator from 


Massachusetts, [Mr. Wesster, } fresh from the pu- 
rifying presence of the bankers and Lrokers of 
okt England, makes his advent into the Searte. 
Now for the conflict. No sooner did the sound of 
the trampet announce the presence of the herald, 
hitherto in ambush, sprang to their 
-had leaped in their: midst. 


feet; as if a lion 


“Qae and all: now chimed in to swell the chorus 


‘of: denunciation=-of denunciation not af this 


Senate. 


presumptuous edict, but of the report of the 
commitlee advising disobedience to its manda‘es.' 
It was the report they denounced—obj-cted to its 
pubication—denounced the resoluticns themselves 
—denounced the whole proczed:ngs—its principle 
and its object. And why this si'ence broken? 
Why this rage of denunciation? Under the cover 
of what pretext is this proceeding so violently as- 
sailed? ‘The sia‘ement of the debts, and the refu- 
sal of thisGovernment to pay them, might impair 
the credit of the Siates by depreciating their bonds, 
already in the hands of the bankers and brokers, 
by whom this edict is issued. This is the prefext 
for resisting a declaration by the Government that 
it willnot obey this British mandate. And what, sir, 
I ask, if, instead of these Senators, those English 
bankers the nce'ves were upon this floor, what 
would they, on this occasion, do and utte:? They by 
whom these bonds are held—they from whom this 
mandate issued—they who seek to make this Go- 
vernment, whch never contracted, nevertheless, 
assume these debts, and that in violation of its 
fondamental law—what would they do and utter? 
Would they not utter what these Senators have 
uttered, wo'd for word? Would they not do all 
these Senators have done, deed for deed? Who 
doubts ic? What else could they do or say? What 
other than these things would their interests require, 
or instinct suggest? Nothing: and if su—if these 
British bankers, thus seeking to control this Go- 
vernment for their own purposes alone—if they, 
ander the same cirenmsiances, wou'd pursue the 
exact course which American Senators are parsu- 
ing, is it not time for these Senators to pause? 

But where, in truth, is the pretext for the objec- 
tion thas urged to this proceedin2? Ts ita fact that 
the credit of the States can be «fected by the ena- 
meration and publicity of their debt? Were not 
the debts created, in the fir-t instance, by the public 
Jaws of the Sates? Have they not been annually 
reported to the legislative bodies, by the fiscal offi- 
cers of the States; and by those bodies annually 
republished to the world? Have the States ever 
sought or desired to conceal them? No. It would 
be worse than ridiculous to suppose it, And can 
it be doubted that these English bankers them- 
selyes—they who hold these bonds, who traffis to 
the amount of many millicns in them—they who 
have issued this mandate—can it be doubted that 
these men could have exhibited to the Senatorfrom 
Massachusetts, whea lately among them, an exact 
list and tabular statement of the debis, to the very 
last farthing—when authorized, how secured, at 
what interest, and when redeemable? For it is up- 
on these data that the standard of appreciation is 
fixed, and the chances of profit calculated, in the 
pu-chase and sate. And, sir, if this be true, as 
true it unquestionably is, how then can the publi- 
cation of facts already notorious, produce an ef- 
fect wh'ch that notoriety did not? 

But when did these Senators become the pecu- 
liar guardians of publ'c credi:? To preserve the 
faith of the Greneral'Government isan object not 
less essential to the ‘honor of the people than to 
maintain that of the several States. He, therefore, 
is not less an enemy to the Siates than 16 the Fede- 
ral Government, who seeks to impair the integrity, 
of the latter, however clamorous he may be in sus- 
|! raining that cf the former. 
|| How, then, did those Senators act, when, on 3 
recent occasion, net only the credit, but even the 
very b-ing, of this Government was involved? Who 
has forzetten it? What patriot ever will, ever can, 
cease to rememter the ir smrection of 1837? Is:y 
the insurrection, net ofa few inconsiderate men, 
prompted by reat or imaginary wrons to lift their 
hands azainst public law, and sccial order? Nes 
bur the insurrection of a thousand banks, delibe- 
rately planned, and simu'taneousiy executed, 
throuċhont the Republic; an insurrecticn against 
the whole body of the people, as well as against 
Government and law; an -imsurrection of cor- 
porations, not oppressed, but enjoying pry ile ges— 
enjoying the pog-essio® and the use of the whole. 
public revenues. The Government bad resources, 
even b:yond its imm diate wants. Ccngress had 


made appropriations for the public service, abundant 
in every -particalatT— 


ail was in the custody of 
the banks asthe ¢onfidential agents of the Govern- 
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ment and the public. S> stocd affairs; when, with- 
out a mom-nt’s wrong, the banks, the whole 
country over, slamned their doors in the face of 
the pecple—refu-ed to pay their no`es—re'used to 
deliver up one dollar of the public money—calling 
this infamous act of treason and rebellion by the 
soft name of suspension. Thus, in violation of 
every law, was every man in the nation, and every 
branch of the Goveinm:n', openly defied. Thus 
was every appropriation made by Congress seized 
by the banks; and the Government, in the absence 
of Congress, left without a dollar to execute the 
laws. Congress was instantly called together by 
the President. The two Houses assembled—they 
found the banks, in whore vaults the law had de- 
posited the revenue, had not only refused to pay it 
over for the pub'ic service, but still refused to re- 
fund, out of the millions on deposite, even enough 
to cover the compensations of the members them- 
selves. 
sident. He advised that, in future, those corpora- 
tions should not be trusted with the public mo- 
ney; and that, in the mean time, Congress 
should provide means, either by a loan direct, or 
by the use of Treasury notes, to execute the iaws, 
and keep the Government alive. Wi'hout these 
means, it was evident the G. vernment must cease, 
in all its functions; the mails stand sti:l; the post 
Offices be cl: sed; the courts discontinued; the navy 
be recalled from the ccean; commerce be left ex- 
posed; the army dishanded; Fiorida given over to 
conflagration and murcer; Congress be adj: urned; 
and the whole stracture of the Federal Union be 
brought in ruins to the ground. This, every man 
saw, must inevitably follow, if those means were 
no! provided, and that without delay. An yet, in 
an hoor so perilous as this, what did those Senators 
do? Did they condemn the insurgent mozopolies? 
Did they propose punishment adequa'e to treacaery 
so ia’‘amous? Did they hasten to rescue the Govern- 
ment from a danger so imminent. No, sir; no. 
But, on the contrary, whilst the Government thus 
burg upon the verge of ruin, whilst every good cit'zen 
expected to see the arm of the law making power 
quickly stretched forth to save it, here stood 
these Senators, denouncing, not the banks astraitors, 
but the Goverrment as bankrapt. Yes, denouncing 
the Government of their eountry, and that, too, in 
a manner to render it contemptible in the judgment 
of the world, and odious in the eyes of the people. 
Public credit! Where was then their solicitude 
for public credit?’ Nor were they satisfied with this 
denunciation. From day to day their utmost ef- 
for's were exerted to obstruct every mc«asure for 
the relief of the Gc vernment, and to reward the 
theachery of the banks, by giving them anew the 
cus'ody and use of the public revenues in future. 
A bill was introduced to ex end to the importing 
merchant: more time for the payment of their 
bones for duties to the Government. Al! voted for 
it, save the Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier,] 
and he, I now believe, was the only Senator who 
voted correctly. Another was introduced to afford 
these deposite banks more time to speculate upon 
the public money before they refunded it, and this 
was unopposed. No h'ng which favored the banks, 
however guil'y, encountered the hostility of these 
Senators. Nothiag which went to the relief of the 
Government, however indispensable, escap-d their 
resistance. They the guardians of publ c credit, 
What better than such a course, at such a time, 
was calculated to dishonor the Government—to 
wound its integrity, toth at home and abroad? 
And did they not—they who are now so senzi ive 
abcat public credit—did they not then, have they 
not ever since, sought, by all the powers of denun- 
ciation, to depreciate the Treasury. notes below 
even the paper of suspended banks; and for what 
but to debase the Government? 

Tratr, however, Mr. President, compels me to 
adm t, that there is, in th s proceeding, one feature 
wh ch may go to di-credit the indebted States; and 
that is the second brarch cf the substitute propi sed 
by the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. CRITTENDEN ] 


These are the words: 
“Resolved, That it would be just and proper to distribute the 
oceeda of the sales of the public lands among the several 
tates in fair and ratable proportions; and that the condition ot 
euch of the States as have contracted debts is such, at the pre- 
sent moment of pressure and difficulty, as to render guch distri- 


pution especialy expedient and important.” 


These things were fully s'ated by the Pre- 
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Here then, whilst in the report and resolutions of 
the committee, no word is found to questien the 
ability or readiness of the States to meet their er- 
gagements, even to the very hour and to the last 
dollar, this substitute solemnly resolves “ that the 
condition of such of the States as have contracted 
debts is such, at the present moment of pressure 
and difficulty, as to render ” the “ distribution” of 
the proceeds of the pub'ic lands “ especially expedi- 
ent and important.” Is such their “ condition?” Is 
such their “pressure and difficulty,” that it be- 
comes “especially expedient and important” to 
pay their debts for them, if they are themselves able 
to pay? And who is it that makes this declara- 
tion? Not we, but the Senetor from Kentucky; he 
who, as a friend of State credit, is alarmed when 
others merely speak of the debts, though they be 
already as notorious to the world, as the existence 
ef the States themselves. 

Yet, sir, it is for a reason higher than this, that I 
have read this substitute. I have read it, because 
it proposes, in the most unequivocal language, the 
indirect assumption of the debts, by this Govern- 
ment—the very deed we are commarded to do by 
the British bankers, in th:ir menacing edict. How- 
ever loudly, therefore, these Senators may have 
hitherie denied this to be their object, here, at last, 
when brought to the test, it is in effect openly avow- 
ed—avowed, and the reason assigned—that the 


“condition” of the States, “at the present moment | 


of pressure and difficulty,” makes this indirect as- 
wmption “especially expedient. and important.” 
What more thar this have these English bankers 
« rdered us to do? What more could they desire, 
than that we should thus mo:tgage to them, through 
the agency of the indebted States,the whole domain of 
the Republic? What more,than that the States of this 
Union should become their factors and brokers, to 
coliect, by the ¢ fficers of the Federal Government, 
and to transmit to them, the annual procecds of a 
vast dcmain, larger than five times England itsel!? 
No. The British Government, arrogant and am- 
bitious as-it is, wculd desire no stionger hand in 
the Treasury of this Government—no stronger 
gripe upon the throats of these States—no better 
means to produce dissensions ameng us, than this 
measure, were it adopted, would afford. 


And now, sir, what is the proposition contained 
in this substitute, but the resulting consequence cf 
that succession of events I have suvght all along 
to pursue? The British paper system, beginning, 
as [ have shown, in a political coalition with the 
Kirg against the people, fonnded, in the first place, 


their na'ional dett; revolutionized the currency; ! 
expanced and perpetuated both the debt and itself; | 


drew wi hin its coil the w hele moneyed wealth of the 
empire; imposed a destructive tribu'e upon all la- 
bor and all property, and thus continued, throagh 
each successive generation, to increase the inequa- 
lity of condition and the aggregate misery among 


men, uniil, at the origin of our Government, it «x-- 


tended itself to our shores. Here the system as- 
sumed the same form, and took the same prinaj- 
ple, as the basis of its new empire. It commenc 
here, as in England, in a eoah'ion with a politica 
party, and selected for its ally that party which 
affiliated, in feeling and principles, with the 
forms of the British Government. It founded 
itself upon a national deb!; and, in order to 
complete its identity with the mother system in 
Engiand, it transferred that debt to the hands 
of the same English*brokers who controlled the 
system there. Being thus established upen British 


eanital—under British influence, and in ecnnection | 
with a party who deemed the British Government j 
“the best model the world had ever produced,” the | 


sysiem began to effect the same social and political 
resul's here, that it had there already preduced. It 
expelled the corstitutional currency and took its 
place; made labor and property tributary to its cof- 
fers; expanded from one into a thousand banks; cen- 
tralized within itse!f the whole moneyed wealth of the 
country; communicated English feelings and Eng- 
lish manners, wherever it went; diffused its infin- 
ence through all the forms of cur Government; en- 
tered into our councils; p'unged the States in debt 
wo hundred millions of collars to Pritish bankers, 
«ho, conscious of their power -hrough the agency 
of the system here, and its party connections, have 


commanded this Government to a-sume these de bts; 
and now, sir, we have the result of the whole—we 
have the direct proposition to distribute the pro- 
eeeds of the public lands, for that very purpose, 
made by the political friends of this system, in their 
place in the Senate. Such, I say, is the result cf 
the papersystem; and if, instead of resisting, we 
adopt the policy of this substitute, we shall soon 
have fulfilled the utmost wishes of General Hamil. 
ton and his party—the destruction of the State Go- 
vernments, and the establishment among us, of an 
aristocracy upon the Eng!ish model. 

For is it possible for any thing to be more mani- 
fest than that a distribution of the money arising 
from the public lands ıs, in fact, a distribution of 
revenue generally? Who dces not see that if, for 
instance, twenty-five millions of dollars be neces- 
sary to the administration of the Government; if, 
of that amount, five millions are brought to the 
Treasury frem the public lands, and if this latter 
sum be withdrawn from the public service for 
distribution to the States, who does net see that 
yu must impose an addilicnal tax, to that extent, 
to súpply the defic'ency? Tins, therefore, in order 
that the Federal Government :aay, with one hand, 
distribute five millions to the States, it must ke- 
gin by collecting, with the other, five millions 
from the peop'e cf these very States by increased 
taxation. Yes, more than five millions must be 
collected, because the expenses of collection, in the 


| first instance, as well as those of distribution, in 


the second, are also to be paid. And what, sir, is 
the final consequence of this? It is that the Fede- 
ral Government centralizes in its own hands the 
who'e power of taxation for all objec s, local and 
general. It taxes the people, nut only generally for 
objects within its own competency, Fut enters the 
States, takes the place of State leg station, and 
taxes them anew for purposes sulely of State con- 
cern. What then of existence, as sovercignties, 
would remain to the States? What would all 
their residuary powers be worth? What would 
they be but cependent corporations—d«pendent 
upon the imperial system, to whose centre all 
powers and resources had huddled together? 

Adopt, therefore, the policy of distr.bution— 
obey this British edict—pledge the revenue to the 
payment of those deb!s—and you will have fulfilled 
the destiny of the paper system; you will have ac- 
ccmplished the views of Genera! Hamiiten and 
his party; you will have answered fataily for civil 
liberty; you will have answered affiraiatively the 
question with which I began: “Shall the Federal 
Government depart fiom the sphere of its limited 
powers—shall it intrude into the local jurisdiction 


| of the States—assume the duties of State legis- 


lation—tax the people for objee's of State concern— 
shall it thas eventually abolish the Siate Govers- 
ments, and itself settle down into one consolidated 
empire?” 


. BRANCH MINTS. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE. 

Frivay, April 17, 1840. : 
ill supplementary to the act entitled, “An 
establish branches of the Mint of the United 
s,’ approved March 3d, 1335, coming up on 
itsAhird reading, 
t. CLAY of Kentucky hoped that some rea- 
ns would be given why this bill should pass. 
here was the silver bullion, which it is proposed 
by this bill to employ these mints in coining, tO 
come from ? 

Mr. WRIGHT said, that, as the bill had been 
reported from the Ccmmittee on Finance, it was 
proper for him to make some remarks in expla- 
natin of the provisions of the billas understood 
by the eccmmitter. Mr. W. then explained the 
provisions of the first section which were intended 
tv remedy defects in the existing law. The second 
section authorized the branch mints to coin small 
silver change, if it was ascertained that it could be 
done wita the machinery at present in operation, 
wihout material additional expense. Jn the mincs 
of tke Suuth there is always found, in connection 


_ with the g ld, a considerable portion of silver, and 


this has, at present, to be seni to Philadelpbia to be 
coined; whereas it was represented to the oome 
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mitiee that the silver might be coined with the same 
machinery used for the gold with a slight addi- 
tional expense: as, fur instance, the halt and quar- 
ter eagle would answer for t.e quarter dollar and 
dime, with the substitution of new dies, which will 
occasion slight additional expense, as the engraver 
is cmployed at a fixed annual salary. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said that, in his opi- | 
nion, instead of acts to involve us in additional ex- : 


pense for these branch mints, the only act which it 
` was proper for us to pass would be one to abolish 
them. He considered that their establishment was 


wholly unnecessary, and a waste of public mo- | 


ney, while the mint at Philadelphia was perfectly 
competent to coin all that the wants and theameans 
of the country required. He recollected with 
great satisfaction that, when the bill for the esta- 


blishment of these branch mints was introduced | 


into the Senate, he had given it his most decided 
opposition; and the recoliection of his course on no 
subject gave him more lively satisfaction. 
considered their establishment a mere wasteful ex- 
penditure of public money. There were ample 
means to coin all the bullion of the country. The 
silver which is spoken of as being collected with 
the gold in the mineral region of the South, could 
be sent to Philade:phia, coined, and transporied 
back again, at a less expense than if coined at 
these branch mints. They were a portion, and, 
as far as expense was concerned, no-incoasiderable 
portion, of the gcld humbags which characterized 
the day of their origin.. The remainder of these 
extravagant measures had disappeared, and he 
would be glad if these mints would tollow. He 
should vole against the bill, and asked for the 
ayes and noes on its passage. 

The ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Mr, LUMPKIN said: Mr. President, the hono- 
Tabie Senator from Keatucky [Mr. Cray] appears, 
from the remarks which have fallen from him, to 
have neglec'ed to examine the provisions of this 
bill. This bill, sir, if E understand its provi-ions, 
will add nothing to the expenditares in sustaining 
the branch mints. It is intended to increase the 
business and profits of these miats, without at all 
increasing the expens’s. By the provisions of this 
bill, add tional labor, it is contemplated, will have 
to be performed by the existing officers of the 
mints; but no increase of officers or salaries is either 
intended or provided for. 

The S-nator considers these branch mints as a 
dead charge upon the Government, and worse 
than useless, and desires to know where the silver 
bullion is to be obtained for the ccinage of the 
small coins, twenty-five cents and under, prov'ded 


for by the bill. In regard to the expenditures which | 


have been nece-sary to get these mints into opera- 
tion, itis proper to remark that these expendi:ures 
upon the necessary erection of suitable buildings, 
and the necessary machinery and fixures, is charge- 
able to. the poliey and act of Congress, creating 
and establishing these branch mints, and ought not 
now, in the second year of the operations of these 


branch m:nis,to be brought into theaccount of profit ` 
and loss, to exaggerate the ordinary expendi'aies in | 


the operations ot these establishments. This ex- 
penditure in outfit will not be necessary again 
for many years to come. And, sir, although the 
S nator from Kentucky [Mr. Chay] has always 
been opposed to these branch mints, he has not yet 
‘been able, with all his admitted ability, to convince 
me, or that portion of the country which is most 
interested in this subject, of the inexpediency or 
inutlity of this measure; and I am glad to have it 
in my power to add, thata majori y of Congress 


have hitherto d ffered with the honorable Senator 


on this subject. 

A more unfavorable time, to the friends of this 
Measure, could not have been selected, than the 
Present, to discuss the policy of establishing there 
mints. ` A variety of circumstances conspire at the 
present moment to disparage the utility of these 
branch mints. Nevertheless, sir, I think the closest 
scrutiny and investigation will but increase the 
friends of this measure. From the best informa- 
tion which I have been able to obtain on the sub- 
ject, I feel author zed to express the opinion, that 
what is termed the mining region of the Southern 
States, affords texhaustibl2 mines, sufficiently pros 


He . 


Branch Mints—Mr. Lumpkin. 


ductive in the precious metals, especially gold, to 
amply justify the establishment of these branch 
mints, and to sustain them fo: generations to come. 

To a great ex'ent the best of what is termed the 
deposite mines will, in a limited period, be measura- 
bly exhausted. Butshouid the vein mines prove 
to be equal to what they are believed and repre- 
sented to be by gentlemen of high character and in- 
telligeace, who have spent much time and labor in 


investigating and examining the value of these | 


mines, there can be no doubt of the continuance 
and importance of: the mining business in the gold 
region of the Southern States. I speak in reference 


' more particularly to the goid region of my own 
‘| State, (Georgia) from whence I derive the infor- 


mation upon which I rely most. ‘Those who have 
perseveringly pursued the mining business in Geor- 
gia for the longest period of time, are the most fixed 
and setiled in their convictions of it being a very 
profitable business. 


Various causes have tended to divert labor from 
the gold mines of Georgia for several years past. 
The Indian wars and disturbances upon our bor- 
ders and iu Florida, has taken a great number of 
laboring men from the mines into the volunteer 
service of the country. Again, we have been ra- 
pidly progressing for several years past, in the con- 
straction of several important and extensive rai!l- 
roads, which has created an extraordinary demand 
for labor, and consequently raised the price of 
wages beyond what has heretofore been known in 
the country. Moreover, the very high prices of 
agricaltural products of every description for the 


last few years have been sufficient to satisfy the in- | 


dustry and enterprise of that most valuable class of 
the community, the agriculturalist. 


Are not these causes, sir, which I have adverted 


to, sufficient to account for the fact, that moch of | 


the labor and enterprise, heretofore a'tracted 
to the m‘nirg business, should be diverted to the 
pursuits of other employments, afforJing such unn- 
sual encouragement to labor. But,sir,a few of 
the past years have been too prosperous for us to 
indulge the hope of the unirterrupted perpetuation 
of such days A change has already overspread 
the whole country. High wages and high prices 
for our agricultural products are no longer the the me 
in any section of our wide spread country; but 
the’ reverse. The great cause of the distressing 
change of the times is a subject worthy of the pro- 
found consideration of every statesman, but this 
is not the time or the occasion for that discussion. 


My object in adverting to these facts, is to show 
the probability that the day is not far distant u hen 
a much larger portion of labor and capital will be 
drawn to the mining business. Whatever objec- 
tions may be justly raised against the mining busi- 


ness, yet it is a hard money, a cash business. And ` 


when the products of the country cannot be ex- 
changed for money at a fair price, those who have 
it conveniently in their power to do <o, will turn 
their attention to raising the precious metals from 
their beds of obscurity in the bowls of the earth. 
The profits of mining in Gec-rgia are variously esti- 
mated, and I will therefore forbear to enter upon 
the details of information, which I now h. ye in 
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my possession, derived from highly respectable | 


gentlemen, in whom I have confidence. Suffice it 
to say, I am well satisfied that no agricaltural pur- 
suit in our coun'ry affords a more certain or grea‘er 
prospect of profit than the mining business, pro- 


vided the investment in mining is conducted with | 


the requisite skill, prudence, and perseverance. 
Under all the disadvantages to which I have ad- 
verted, and which these branch mints have en- 
countered thus far, yet we find, from the report of 
Mr. Patterson, the director of the mint at Philadel- 
phia, that, during the past year, 1839, the branch 
mint at Charlotte, North Carolina, received depo- 
sites of gold to the value of $126,836. The 
amount of its coinage was $162,767 50, composed 
of 23,467 half eagles, and 18,173 quarter eagles. 
And the branch miat at Dahlonega, Georgia, re- 
ceived, during the same year, deposites cf gold tq 
the value of $113,035; and its coinage amounted 
to $128,880, composed of 18,939 half eagles, and 
13,674 quarter eagles. And the Director adds: 
“These two mints are in a very satisfactory condi- 


| stand silver to be the natural alloy of gold. 


$15 


Senate. 


tion, and are fully able to execute mach more work 
than has yet been required of them ” 

The director also states in his report, that the 
capacity of the miut and its branches is now abun- 
dantly sufficient for all the gold coinage necessary 
for the metallic circulation of the country, and re- 
commends a repeal of the act of June 28th, 1334, 
as he presumes that the provisions of that act, 
making foreign gold coins a legal tender, is no 
longer necessary. If the views of the director be 


. correct, and I think they are obviously so, the car- 
; Tying out of these views would give additional 
| work to our mints, by the recoinage of foreign coins. 
, And, sir, whether their work and utility be in- 


creased in this way or not, these branch miats, if 
sastained by proper leg’slation, such as we propose 
in the present bill, will not fail in greatly increas- 


| ing the metallic ci:culation of the country. 


But, sir, I must not forget to reply to the ques- 


_ lion of the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay,} 
: where is the silver to be obtained for coinage at 


these branch mints? My reply is, that wherever 
mining operations are carried on in gold, some 
portion, more or less, of silver is found. 1 under- 
lam 
not prepared to state, with precision, what propor- 
tion or quantity of silver is usuaily found in the 
mining operations of the gold region of the South- 
ern States; but I am impressed with the be- 
lief, that sufficient quantities are ‘ound to make 
it an object of importance to authorize the 
branch mints, as contemplated in this bill, 
to cvin pieces of twenty-five cents and under. And, 
sir, I consider the coinage and circulation of these 
small pieces of great importance to all that range 
of the interior of the Southern States, where these 
branch mints are located. Sir, it is in that section 
of country that the people suffer most from the cir- 
cu'ation ol your miserable, worthless, little shinplas- 
ters. tis a part of the country far removed from 
your unsv ind banking institutions, and manufacto- 
ries of paper money. The people being igno- 
rant of the true condition and scurce fr.m 
whence these paper tickets and shinplasters have 
issued, as often receive, by imposition, illegitimate 
as legitimate shinplasters. I wish te legaize and 
encourage the coinage of small silver shange, to 
supply the place of that worthless trash, called 
change bills. I have always been opposed to the 
circulation of these change bills, and once had a 
leading ageney in my own State in driving them 
entirely from our circulation. One of the greatest 
evils connected with what has been the banking 
policy of our country, has been that of issuing 
small bills. The bauking system might have sur- 
vived for years yel to ccme, if there never had 
been an issue of small bills, by any banking in- 
Situticn—an issue bringing peper iato circula- 
tion, in competition with the const tutional coins of 
the country. Experience has now demonstiated 
the impossibility of keping up a specie circulation 
for u e, in theevery day small transactions of the 
basine-s cf life, while biils of like denominations 


. with our coins are. scattered throughout the coun- 


try Coins, the beiter currency, will be hoarded 
by the banks, as well as individuals, and exported 
abroad when necessary t» promote the interest of the 
holder; and the people cf the country will be left 
to the use of depreciated bank bills, in the place of 
their own constitutional coins. 

Mr. President I am not disposed to conceal from 
the Senate, that I consider the establishment of these 
branch mints a subject of deep local interes! and 
importance to the interior of all the Southern States, 
embracing what is called the gold region, as well as 
to the adjaceat and surrounding country. It is a 


: section of country, sir, which, from its geographical 


position, derives but litle bene fit from the vast ex- 
penditures and disbursement: of this Federal Go- 
vernment. I]t is a tax paying and n'ta tax gather- 
ing country. It is the country which forms an im- 
portant portion of your bone and sinew, in peace and 
in war. These people look no! to ycur Govern- 
ment for special and exirsordinary favors in the 
form of bounties or protection. Bat, sir, God and 
nature having placed in the land of their residence 
and cheice, inexhaustible mines of the most pre- 
cious and valuable metal known to the wcrid 
when used as the currency of a country; and yoy 
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baving, with a view to the common interest 
of the waole Confederacy, established tee 
branch mints, for the coinage of the pre- 
cious meta's, which they, with toil and 
labor, raise from the bowels of the erth, and 
thereby having taught them them the advan- 
tages of their location—I ask, sir, will you now, 
in the second year of your policy in relation ta 
these branch mints, crush and destroy all the 
bright anticipations, which you, by your pclicy, 
have created? I confess, sir, I am surprised and 
astonished to hear gentlemen advocate the aboli- 
tion of these mints—speak of selling out the inte- 
rest of the Government in these establishments. 
Surely these propositions are made without due 
refiection and consideration; especially, comirg as 


they do. from tho.e who are the krown advocates | 


of encouraging various branch-s of domestic in- 


dustry. During the present se sion of Congress, || 


a great number of petitions, numerously signed by 
highly respectable citizens and from various sec- 
tions of the ccuniry, have been presented to the 
Senate, asking encouragement and pro‘ection to 
the domestic silk interest of cur country; and 
many of these petiticns having been referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures, of whch I have 
the honor of being chairman, has caused me to re- 
fleet much upon that subject; and althouzh op- 
posed to protecting tariffs, I am pleased to say that 
my feelings coincide with the sentiments which I 
have heard fall from the Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Cray] in regari to this branch 
of agricultural industry. I am clearly of opi- 
niwm, that a high revenue duty should be 
laid upon all foreign silks imported into 
the United States. But, sr, in reflecting upon 
this siik subject, | have come to the conclusion 
that no daty on foreign silk, or bounty on domestic 
s Ik, would so effec:ually advance the silk culture 
ia our country, as wou'd the establishment of a 
ready market, in every neighborhood, for the sale, 
ata fair price, of all the cocoons which could be 
produced by the industry and enterprise of our peo- 
ple. A market for all that can be produced, 
whether in large or sma!l quantiies. This, how. 
ever, isnct a work for the Government—it must 
be left to individual enterprise and capital to effect 
this object. My object in this digression, from 
gold to silk, sir, ıs to present to the Senate more 
clearly the great advantages of these branch mints 
to the people in the vicinity of their location. This 
gold region spreads over a great extent of country, 
and tens of thousands 0° the cit zens of these States 
are directly or indirectly interested in the mining 
business. Since the establishment of these branch 
mints, every individual who can co'lect gold, in 
large or small quantities—whe her rich or poor— 
can get a fair price for his gold, and that in good 
hard money, and in his own immediate neighbor- 
hooi. It has esabl:shed a fair and just trade in 
the precious metal. The frauds formerly practised 
by both buyers and sellers, are now rarely heard of. 

The Pigeon Roost, aad other kindred banks, no 
longer engress the advantages of the miner’s l+ bsr. 
He takes his gold to the mint, and there receives 
for it a fair equivalent in coin. The amount of 
bullion received ai the branch mints in Nor.h Caro- 
lina and Georgia the past year, (1839 ) and chirfly 
taken from the mines in their immediate vicinities, 
has afforded a coinage of $291,587; and, from 
causes which I have already explaine:!, itis belic ved 
by thoseswho are in the most faverable positions to 
the formation of correct opinions on the sutject, 
that the increase of the present year will justify es- 
timating the coinage £t $560,000. Sir, this is no 
incons‘derable item in the circulation of a country 
which is.threatened with the banishment of a scund 
specie currency. Mr. President, I am not in the 
least surprised that doubis and opposition should 
have existed, when the proposition was first pre- 
senied to Congress for the es'abiishment of these 
branch mints. Bat, to my mind, it is most extra- 
ordinary indeed, that any reflecting man can, at this 
time, favor the idea of abo.ishirg these mints. Yet, 
sir, we find such a preposition be.cre the Sena‘e ot 
the United States; and that, too, when the mints 
are in their infancy of only the second year; when 
the prospects of their utility to the country are 
every day increasingand developing themselves to all 


who are acquainted with the circumstances apper- 
taining to the subject. 

Now that capital and labor toa large extent has 
been invested in the mining business, improved 
and expensive machinery procured to carry on the 


operations, we find this effort introdaced here to | 
prostrate both the policy of the Government and the | 


laterest of a very numerous and meritoricus class 
of citizens, by a sudden and unexpected abandon- 
ment of what was considered the settled policy of 
the Government. 

The mining interest in the goli region is already 
reviving, and itis altogether reasonable to expect 
that the mines will be much more extensively 
worked than heretofore. The investigation of sci- 


entific men, aided by ample capial, has resulted | 


recently, and in several instances, in makirg con- 


| siderable investments in the mining business. 


This, in connection with the reduced price of agri- 


cultural products, and the increased value of gold, | 
(which is at least seven per cent.) will, with the ; 
favorable indications presented by the mines them- | 


selves, both for richness and durability, give addi- || 
tional spirit aud activity to the mining operations. | 


Under t:ese circumstances, sir, I cannot indulge ` 


the apprehension that Congress will fail to pass 


this bul, and continue to give its ccun’enance and . 
support to these branch miats, until a full and fair : 


trial, at l-ast, shall be made of the utility of their 
establishmen!. 

Mr. BBOWN said, that having introduced the 
bill, he deemed ithis duty to say a few words in 
favcr of its passage. He must be allowed 


gentleman should consider himself called on to op- | 


pose a measure so reasonable in itself, and of such 
obvious public utility. 

If it were now a question brought tefore us for 
the first time, whether we were to establish these 
branch mints, then the remarks, which we had 
heard, in regard tothe annual ,expense occasioned 
by them, would have been much more appropri- 
ately made, and would have formed a fit subject 
for considera‘ion. 
cessful operation, and can be made to perform the 
additional duty of coining the smaller denomina- 
tions of silver money at a very inconsiderable addi- 
tional expens:to the Government. Shall we not, 
then, said Mr. B. avail ourselves of a benefit of 
such acknowledged public utility, as that of in- 
creasing the supply of silver change, and especially 
when it can be done at s> cheap arate? 

When gentlemen d«elt so much on the smal! 
additional expense whch it would require, did it 
not strike them, that in any one of cur large com“ 
mercial cities alone, the annual loss on shinplasters 
and small notes, issued by insolvent individuals 
and corporations, if c-Icu!ated, would be found to 
exceed the entire cost of these two branch mints? 

The Senat-r from South Carolina had spoken in 
a tone of ridicule of the shock which he says the 


mere mention of the term shinplasters cccasions | 
It was not surprising thal a | 


in a certain quarter. 
public nuisance of so odious a character, and so 
demora'izixg in its effects, Should shock the moral 
sense of the community. He regretted that the 
sensibilities of g-nt'emen over the way should have 
been shocked at the mention of small coins. He 
could see very adequate c:use why the former 
should produce this effect, but none why the latter 
should. 


But we had been told of the gold humbug. That | 
had at once solved the mystery of all this aversion | 
and opposition to an increase of the metaliic cur- | 


rency. 


They are now, however, in suc- - 


to ex- || 
press the very great surprise which he felt that any |! 


It was no longer a matter of doubt or of specu- ; 
lation, that the favorite credit and paper system of | 


gomilemen, as it had been conducted in this coan- ! 


iry, was the real humbug in rezard to currency, ' 
The practical lessons on this subject which had | 
been taught by the last four years’ experience, had | 


outweighed all the sophisms of theorists, and had ' 


left a deep impression on the public mind in favor 


of greatly augmenting the proportion of metallic | 


currency. 


Mr. YRESTON had a very distinct recol'ection | 


of the discussions, the resilt of which was the es- 
‘ablishment of the branch mints. He was one of 
those who supported ihat measure, and though he 


| 


did not now recollect all the particular reasons 
which were urged for and against it, he remm- 
bered that those in its favor preponderated. Mr, 
C. after referring to several gentlemeu who took 
part in that discussion, and the arguments they ad- 
vanced, said that the main argument, and the one 
which had the greatest weight on his mind, was 
thit the increased production of gold in thatregion, 
led to the hope that at no distant period the mims 
would be profitably employed, and that that region 
would be a great gold producing country. There 
was great enthusiasm excited on this subject. The 
increase of production was then between forty and 
fifty per cent. per annum; and if it had gone on at 
that rate, there would have been, by this time, 
some forty or fi‘ty millions of gold coin in the 
United S ates. 

But these bopes had not been realized, and so 
far from the ratio of product on having been in- 
creased, ithad decreased. The enthusiasm on this 
subject had been passed by, and the gold mines 


; from the Rappahannock to Georgia, bad a!l de- 


creased in their production, and many of them had 
been abandoned. Mr. P. referred to a convention 
which had teen held in Georgia, which, after an 
investigation of the subjec', had arrived at the ge- 
neral result that labor could be more profitably 
employed in the different branches of agriculture 
than in mining. He was very much of the opinion 
that, at the moment of organizing the branch mints, 
the mostenlightened of th: se who thought on the 
subject feared that Congress had acted precipitately. 
Mr. P. expressed doubts whether the experiment 
had been successful; he dondted whether the esta- 
blishments had been found profitable, and whe- 
ther it would nct be the best policy to discontinue 
them altcgether. Mr. P. concluded by moving to 
recommit ihe bill to the Committee on Finance, 
with instructions to inquire into the expediency of 
discontinuing the branch miats. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped that whatever might be 
the proper course to be pursued in reference to 
these mints, the mction of his colleague would not 
prevail. If he understuod the object of tais bill, 
it was to superaid the power of coining silver, to 
that which the .nints now possessed of cvining gold. 
The expense to effect the object in view wouid be 
exceedingly small, for the bill contemplated that it. 
should not be undertaken, if expense of any ac- 
count was to be occasioned by it. His impression, . 
upon a view of these facis, was, that there ought 
to be no opposition to the bill, ‘There was a coa- 
siderable portion of silver alloy in all the gold 
found in the gold region of the South, so that one 
objection that had been urged against the bill was 
here obviated. He hoped that his colleague would 
let the bili pass, and if he thought that the 
mints were not rend ring an adequate service, 
compared with the expense of keeping them 
up, let him institute an inquiry, and then if the 
facts shall justify it, propose th-ir discontinuance. . 
It was not fair now to decide that the experiment of 
these two mints had or had not failed. -When - 
they were’ first: established, gold was collected in 
considerable quantities, though the production was 
now very much reduced... He had some litile : 
knowledge of ihat region of country, and he ven- 
tured to say thac the coinage of $120,000, the 
amount ecined by the mint which nad done the 
smallest busincss, was enough to justify the con- 
tinuance of it. He believed tha! go'd bullion had . 
risen since the establishment of these mints e ght 
or nine per ceit.,; which wasa clear gain to the - 
producer, who, previous to this, had to exchange 
his ballon for paper at a serious loss, As to the 
falling off of the production of these mines, it might 
be easily accounted fur. The mines Were divided 
into. two descriptions—depo-ite mines and vein 
mines. The deposite mines, from iheir nature, 
would be secon exhausted; but the vein mines 
were scarcely yet. began to te understood, 
and from them a very considerable production - 
might be expected. There had been powerful 
reasons why these mineshad fallen off. Gold and 
paper were antagonists 10 each otber, The paper 
circulation had swollen immensely—prices had 
consequently ri en. and the depression of go'd and 
silver followed. The increased cost of production 
which lessened the value of the gold with the rise 
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in the price óf cotion, took away much of the ca- 
pital that was employed in mining. He might add 
to this the demand for labor on the railroads in the 
progress cf canstruction about that time. If the 
present state of depressien should continue for any 
length of time, we shcu'd have an oppcrioni'y of 
knowing what effect the opposite state of facts would 


produce. Ia that event, he thought -the products | 
of the mines would be as great as ever. If an : 
expansion of the paper currency again took place, | 


gold would again sink. 

There were a vare‘y ef opinions with regard to 
the capacity of these mines for producing geld in 
any considerable quantities. Some tnought that it 
would turn out to be the richest gold region in the 
world, while others—scientific men—thought differ- 
ently. This wou'd be decided by time alone. He 
did not think, however, that any jndicious decision 
could be made now. Mr. C. concluded by ex- 
pressing the hope that his colleague would permit 
the bill to pass now; and, after having collected 
what information he deemed necessary from the 


Secretary of the Treasury, biing the subject before | 


the Senate in a distinct form. 

Mr. BROWN regarded the opposition to this 
bill, whatever might be the intentions of honorable 
gentlemen who made it, as calculated to prevent 
any increase in the circulation of a metallic cur- 
rency, and to e-tablish in its stead an exclusi 
per system. He did not say that honorable gen- 
tlemen were actuated by these motives, but he 
must say that this would be the effect of the 
course pursued by them. It was weil known by 
those who were adverse to the circulation of a me- 
tallic currency, that the coinage of every half or 
quarter eag'e, or of every quarter dollar, is a sensi- 
ble and visible argument addressed to the people 
against the deprec ated paper currency, with which 
they have been afflicted; and hence it was, that 
those who favored the latter currency, viewed the 
operations of our mints with uneasiness and a arm. 
Yes, the coinage of every half eagle or quarter of 
a dollar was an irresistible argument add:essed to 
the senses of the people agaiosi that miserable shin- 
Plaster currency, which was its antagonist. 

The Senator [Mr. Preston] seemed to argue 
this question as if it was an original proposit:on 
—as if the question of es ablishing branch mints was 
now before the Senate de novo, forget'ing the im- 
portant faet, that these establishments were now in 
operation, ant that the preseat bill called for but 
little additional expense, while it was only intended 
to authorize the coinage of silver change, which 
would add greatly to the usefulness of these insti- 
tations. The statement that the gentleman made 
with regard to the coinag? and the expense of these 
establishments, he was very certain “was incorrect, 
He begged leave to refer to the last annual report 
of the Saperintendent of the Mint at Philadelphia, 
to show thatit was so. By this report, it appeared 
that the amount of coinage within the last year, at 
the mint at Charlotte, North Carolina, was 
$162,767 50, in half and quarter eagles. Now, 
what was the annual expense of that branch? 
Why, only $12,000, it would be Seen, was asked 
for in the appropriation bill for this year. About 
the same amount was proposed to be appropriated, 
a'so, for the tranch mint in Georgia. Could ho- 
norable gentlemen, after this, get up and say that 
the cost. of these mints overbalanced the advan- 
tages derived from them? By this document it ap- 
peared that the ecnsiderable aniount which he had 
spoken of, had been coined it gold in the course of 
the last year at the branch mint at Charlotie; and 
that if the coinage ef silver was 
authorized, the amount would begreatly increased. 

` When honorable gentlemen talked of the loss to 
the country, by keeping up these establishments, let 

œar in n that in each of our large com- 
Mercial cities, there was a greater loss annually to 
tneir inhabitants, from the miserable shinplastérs 
the place of coin, than the 
incurred. He had no doubt 
he of the United States had lost 
a half million of dollars annually, in consequence 
of the worthless trash, in the. shape of paper car- 
rency, with which the: whole country had been 
inundated. Yet gentemen talked of the 
paltry: expense of $12,000 4 year, (for neither 


ve pa- | 


Branch Mints—Mr. Preston. 


of the branch mints would cost more,) while 
they kept out of view the immense losses 
incurred by th: pecple from their favo- 
rite paper system. When he heard gentle- 
men taik so elcquently about the cuirency in 
relation to a measure so important to the interests 
of the people, his mind reverted back to the ex- 
penses incurred by the Congress if the United 
States for matters in which the people had but little 
interest. Sir, said Mr. B. within the last five or 
six years there has been a half million or more of 
dollars appropriated to purchase useless books for 
the libraries of members of Congress, and for other 
purposes; and yet these appropriations were made 
mainly by the votes of gentlemen who now seek to 
cut off a triflng appropriation, for an object of 
great public utility. The cost of keeping up these 
two mints would be less than twen y-four thousand 
dollars per annum; but this the gentleman stigma- 
tized as great extravagance, forgetting that the 
throwing into circulation a quantity of small co:n 


| would be the means of saving the people of the 


United States from the great lo:ses they incurred by 
the circulation of worthless shinplasters. 
Mr. B. saw no good reason for recommitting this 


bill. To delay was to defeat it. ‘The S:nate re- | 
quired no additonal informa ion on the sbbject. It 
had been under discussion for the last two Sessions, - 


and the public documents, now on file, contained 
all the iaformation with regard.to it that was ne- 
cessary. The session was considerably advanced, 
and there was danger, if the bill was delayed now, 
that it would be tco late to pass it through the other 
House. 
Mr. BUCHANAN had a few words to Say in re- 
gard to the bill under c nsideration; and he should 
speak from memory, rather than from any recent 
investigation cf the facts. For cne, when these 
branch mints were established, he had the misfor. 
tune to differ from a large majority of bis po'itical 
friends in the Senate; and he voted under the ban- 
ner of the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,} and 
Governor Hitt of New Hampshire, who was also 
opposed to them. He had seen no caute since to 
change the opinions he had then formed, though he 
hoped he might see abundant cause to do so here 
after. That, however, was not the question. These 
branch mints had been alreidy established, and 
were now in operation; and the fiis sec'ion of the 
bit, if he was not greatly mistaken, was intended, 
not to increase, tut to diminish the expense. Un- 
der the existing law, the superintendent was obliged 
to employ a separate class of laborers fur each par- 
ticular purpese of the ins'itution; and at the mnt 
in Philadelphia, he may easi!y do so without loss or 
inconvenience; but at these small mints, to confine 
the laborers employed toa paricular branch of the 
business, necessarily obliged them to be idle for a 
considerable portion of their time. The object of 
-the first section, then, was to enable the superin- 
tendent to employ the laborers at these smalt min's 
in different branches, and not confine them to one 
particular employment. > 
He would ask the Senator from New York [Mr. 
Wricart, the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance, who had reported the bill] if he was not 
right in saying that the first section was not to in- 
crease, but, as recommended by Mr. Patterson, was 


for the express purpose of diminishing the expense? | 


[Mr. Wr'anr here answered in the affirmative. ] 
The whole amount of the business done at these 


| mints, heaven knows, has been little enough. He 


wished to give them some more employment, 2nd 
the superintendent said that this could: be done with 
very lite additional expense; that the silver could 
be coined by the same ‘machinery that was used for 
the gold coinage, and that the engraver was under 
a stated salary. The bili provided for no appro- 
priation whatever, and it was not Supposed that 
any addi:ional expense, of the least consequence, 
would be involved. Under these circumstances he 
was willing to give the bill his vote, and at the 
same time he would say that if the Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Preston,] or any other Se- 
nator, should introduce a resolution to inquire 
whether it was necessary to keep up these mints, 
he should also vo'e for it. He had conscientiously 
oppose | these branch mints at the beginning. He 
believed that strong arguments could be adduced to 
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show that there should be no other mint besides 
the one at Philadelphia. He should, however, vote 
for the bill. and if any gentleman would offer a 
resolution of inquiry, he would vote for it, also, 
and regulate h s subsequent votes, in relation to the 
subject, by the information that might be thus 
elicited. 


After some further remarks from Mr. PRESTON, 

Mr. BROWN said he would quote one or two 
facts having an important bearing on the subject. 
The gentleman had been quoting fiom the official 
documents of 1833, by which it appeared that the 
coinage at these minis had teen less in amount 
than the returns for the last year exhibited. Now 
the official documents received thiy Session, repre- 
sented the comage of the North Carolina branch 
mint at $162,767 50, and that of the Georgia 
branch at $123,88), in gold, making together the 
sum of $291,647 50. He saw in the appropria- 
tion bill for the present year, only tweive thousand 
dollars appropriated {or the branch mint at Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, and eleven thousand five 
hundred for the branch in Georgia. The sums ap- 
propriated last year were, he presumed, greater, in 
cons:quence of some expense to complete these 
establishments, which would not be hereafter re» 
quired. Thos, sir, we have had a coinage at 
these mints of near $300,000 within the last year, 
and yet this is consiuered by gentlemen a very 
small matter, too tr fling to justify the expense of 
keeping up these mints. Why in Philadelphia, by 
the failure of a sing!e individual, the commu- 
nity had lost about two hundred thousand dollars, by 
the worthless shinplasters which he had put in 
circulation, and never redeemed. Mr. B. then took 
a view of the great saving to the people of the 
South, which would be effected by having a suf- 
ficient supply of small change ‘he gentleman, 
ia speaking of th: State of Nerth Carolina, ún- 
decioc k to say that that State had always had a larger 
paper circniation than any o ner State This was 
not so. North Carolina, in prepoit oa to her popu- 
lation, had a smailer circulanon of bank paper 
than many of her sister States. There was RO 
State in which there were fewer small notes in cir- 
culation, and none which had a greater proportion 
of silver change in circulation, having prohibited 
by law the issuing of notes of a less denomination 
than three dollars. Tne gentleman from Suh 
Carolina responded very promptly to the sugges 
tion ef his friend from Kentucky. Seil out she 
branca mints, he says. Wnat, sir, sell out these 
mints when they are supplyizg aa annual coinage 
of near, $300,000? And who shall we sell them 
outi? ‘fu some bank corporation he supposed, or 
Shaving es ablishment, to manufacture shinplasters 
in. This might suit ihe views of the gent emen who. 
Opposed this bil’; bat it would not be so weil re- 
ceived by the people at large. 

Mr. PRESTON sail he was not so much fright- 
ened by this ery of “shinplaste's,”» by which a cer- 
tain party in this coontry always attempted to an- 
swe: the arguments used against them. He had 
showed that these mints cost twenly per cent. on 
the amount coined, and the answer of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina was, ‘‘shinplasters!” 
When we speak of defaulters running off to Europe 
with the public money in their pockets, the answer 
is, “‘shinplasters.” Gentlemen have their imagina- 
tions tortured to death wath these phantoms of pa- 
per currency shinplas'ers, and they conjure them 
up on all occasions, without sense cr reason. When 
it is asked if these mints had added to the specie 
circulation of the country, it is answered, No— 
bat, “shinplasters!” Have they involved an ex- 
pense without an equiva'eni? Yes—butr, “shine 
plasters.” Have they added ta the Govern- 
ment patronage? Oh, yes; but, “shinplasters.”” 
North Carolina (Mr. Brows] 
says that his S:ate is free from the circglauon of 
shinpl:sters, and had smaller paper circulation 
than ber sister States, in provortion to her popula- 
tion, He begged leave 1o d.ffer in cpinion with 
the gentleman on this subject. The notes of the 
North Carolina banks were pushed into the adja- 
jent States, and were known as far as Georgia. 
With regard to the proposition he submitted, ..be 
had no other object id view but the public good, 
He thought that the portion of the properly of this 
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country which had been invested ın tnese mints 
was unprofitably employed, and he was not dis- 
posed, in consequence of a mere party slang, or a 
dread of bank paper, to impair the interests of the 
country by suffering it to remain so. 

Mr. BROWN would say a few words in reply 
to the very temperate lecture of the g:ntleman 
from South Carolina. He regretted that the sensi- 
bilities of the Senator should be excited on this sub- 
ject, whether by any remarks made by him casu- 
aly in the course of tne debate, or by the mere 
mention of the odious subject of a metallic cur- 
rency, he should not undertake to determine. The 
gentleman, driven from the ground of his argu- 
ment, drive from the positions he aitempted in 
vain to establish, had endeavored to retreat, under 
a display of wit, and by ringing all the various 
changes upon the word! ‘ shinplasters.” The 
gentleman possessed considerable powers as an 
orator and a wrier, and he doubtless possessed 
musical and poetical talents of a high order. Now, 
he would recommend to the gentieman to turn 
these words into poetry, and set them to music, 
and he would then be abie to give them more 
effect, when he wanted to display his wit at the 
expense of a metalic currency. 


At a warmer period of the year, when the sun |: 


poured down its burning rays with baleful influence, 


he had heard ot 
called the hydrophobia, 
was that both men and animals, 


the characteristic of waica 
when afflicted 


the prevalence of a disease | 


with it, were seized with a cread of water. Now, — 


from witnessing the seusibiliues of some gentle- 
men whenever the subject of a metallic currency 
was introduced, he should suppose that there was 
such a dieease as the specie-phobia, and that those 
suflering under it are seized with a horror of gold 
and silver. Whenever it is proposed to adopt 
measures for increasing the supply of the gold and 
silver coinage, we aie answered with the cry of 
“gold humbug.” When we speak of the abuses 
of the banking system, and wish to counteract 
the effects of the bloated paper system, we are an- 
swered with the same cry of “gola humbug.” 
When we are called on to prevent the banks trom 
getiing absolute supremacy over the affairs of the 
country, we are again answered with the magical 
ey of “gold humbug.” There was a potency in 
this phrase that overcame ali arguments in the 
estimation of hon: rable gentlemen; and he would 
now recommend to the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, when he is setting his favorite song of “shin- 
plasters” to music, that he will introduce the no less 
captivating phrase. of “gold humbug” in the mea- 
sure, 


But the gentleman said that he did not intro- | 
duce party politics into the discussion. Did I not, ; 


continued Mr. B. hear the words “gold humbug” | 


u-ed from the other side of the chamber? Aud 
have I not heard this slang, designed to dupe the 
ignorant and mislead the uawary, rung again and 
again, whenever any measure is iM agitation to im- 
prove the cuirescy of the country? But the gentle- 
man rad no design to introduce party politics into 
the discussion; hissoul rises above every conside- 
ration connected with pariy feeling. Nothwg of 
this scort was on his mind when he reminded us of 
thore leg sub-treasurers who have absconded with 
large sums of the public money. But had the gen- 
tleman forgotten that within a very few days past, 
a bank sub-treasurer in a neighboring city (Kich- 
mond) has ron off with half a million of dollars? 
Has he forgotten that o-her paper sub-ireasurers 
have, in other parts of the country, very re- 
cently done the same thing? But when 
we talk of infusing a greater quantity of 
metallic curreacy into the circulation ot the 
country, and preventing the banks from using the 
revenues of the Government to swell out their is- 
gues, we are met with such arguments as “gold 
humbug,” “leg sub-treasurers,” and other such 
phrases so common in the political vccabulary of 
& certain party. 

Bat, said Mr. B. there was another word whieh 
the gentleman had eloquently harped upon, and he 
thanked him for it. That word was econtmy. 
He hoped that they would hereatter give a practical 
evidence of the sincerity of their professions in 
regard toeconomy. He had seen gentlemen vot- 


ton, Ruggles, 
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ing for near half a million of dollars for books to 
supply themselves, and furnish profitable jobs to 
their political partisans, in the course of the last six 
or eight years; and yet they cannot vote this trifling 
expense for an object calculated to promote the con- 
venience and interest of the people. When he 
came to reflect on this, he could not avoid coming 
to the conclusion, that gentlemen who were so 
fond of supplying themseives with books, at the 
public expense, were friends of the paper system out 
and out. The gentlemen talked about selling out 
these branch min's, and no doubt they were sincere. 
And hehad no doubt, if they were set up at auc- 
tion, that some bank would become the purchaser, 
for the purpose of flooding the country with its ir- 
redeemable paper; and we should agaia have some 
bank sub-treasurer fleeing from them with his half 
a million. 

The question on a recommitment being taken, it 
was decided in the negative—ayes 11, noes 27, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dixon, Knight, Potter, Prentiss, Pres- 
Smith of Indiana, and White—11. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 


| Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, 


Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 


Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Sturgeon, Tap- | 
pan, Walker, Williams, Wright, and Young—7. 


The bill was then read a third time and passed. 
ene 


DEFERRED DEBATE. 


IN SENATE. 
Farpay, February 28/1840 

The resolutions, from the Select 
he as -umption of State debis bejhg 
tion, Mr. TALLMADGE adgresgéd the Senate at 
leng h in oppes'tion to the reyory’ The following 
were his closing remarks, asgegorted in the Madı- 
sonian: 

Mr. TALLMADGE saig: Amidst the gloom 
and darkness by which we are surrounded, I can 
fancy I see the dawning of a brighter day. To 
those who have suffered by the foily and madness 
of this Administration, 1 would say, if my voice 
could reach them, be of good cheer—for the day 
of your political redemption draweth nigh. A few 
more revo'utions of the mcon, and the people 
will come to the rescue. The “Empire State” 
will be proud to lead the van in this great battle, if 
it. sh uld te assigned to her. She is already 
panting for the contest. Thrice has she con- 
demned, in a voice which has reverberated from 
the ocean to the lakes, the destructive measures 
of this Administration. Thrice has she rebuked 
her oace “ favorite son,” who has turned his 
back upon her inver:sts, as well as the inte- 
resis of ihe whole Union—who has raised his 
hand, as it were, against her who bore bim— 
against her who cherished and nourished him, and 
gave to him all the consequence he enjoys—and 
whose overflowing kindness he has repaid by ‘ia- 
gratitude more strong than traitors’ arms.” Sir, 
she is tued of this Northern man with Southern 
principles—or rather this Northern man with no 
principles. Sne wishes to see an “honest” man at 
the head of this Governameat—one, too, who is “ea- 
pable,” and “faithful to the Constitution.” And, 
jet me tell the Senator from North Carolina, when 
she speaks a fourth time, it will be in a voice of 
thunder, in favor of the “FIERO OF TIPPECANOE.” 
The defender of his country in war, I trust he will 
prove her deliverer in peace. The Senator from 
North Carolina bas given us some of his anticipa- 
tions. Nuw, said Mr. T. let me give him some of 
mine. I anticipate that the 4th of March, 1841, 
will form anera in our political annals: that on 
that day, the wand of the magician will be broken: 
that on that day, he will retire to the peacefal 
shades of his own native village, heralded by the 
lamen‘ations of those whom his administration has 
broken down and ruined. Bat he will not be for- 
g tten in his retirement. The efforts of our waning 
commerce, of our ruined manvfacures, of our 
suspended improvements, and of our unrewarded. 
labor, will stand as lasting monuments of the im- 
becility and destructiveness of his administration; 


mmi'tee on 
der considera- 
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Whilst the widows’ and the orphans’ tears, whose 
husbands and whose fathers have been seat to un- 
timely graves, will rescue his memory from that 
oblivion to which the interests and the honor of the 
country wonld consign it! 

Mr. STRANGE said: I should not have troubled 
the Senate, Mr. Presideat, had not the Senator 
from New York (Mr. TattmMapce] done me the 
honor to notice some of my remarks made on yes- 
terday, perverting them to a far different sense from 
that in which they were used by me. He was pleased 
to suppose that I had some sarcastic allusion to the 
entertainments given to the President during his 
tour, last snmmer, through the S ate of New York. 
These entertainments were altugether diferent from 
the Federal feasts to which I aliuded. The latter 
seem to be given for no object but to produce ef- 
fect, and act upon elections; the former were the 
mere rendition of couriesy and the outpouring of 
good feeling towards a distinguished fellow citizen, 
upon his return after a long absence from his na- 
tive State. They were due to the man, but sti'l 


| more to the Chiet Magistrate of the nation; and l 


deeply regret that the political rancor of the Fede- 
ralists should have caused these public demonstra- 
tions of good feeling to be confined to one political 
party. Of what ingratitude to his State, on the 
part of Mr. Van Buren, the Senatcr speaks, I am 
at a loss to understand. Does he mean to complain 
that he bas administered the affairs of the General 
Government according to his sense of the true in- 
terests of the great body of the nation, and not in 
reference to the local interests and peculiar opinions 
of the people of New York? That he has not be- 
trayed the confidence reposed in him by the whole 
American people by providing mainly for that 
State with which his own personal fortune and that 
of his kindred is identified? This I understand to 
be the complaint, and I must say it is just soch an 
one as I should have expected, not from the per- 
sonal, but from the political character of the Sena- 
tor. And as for the word “traitor,” which the Se- 
nator has seen fit to apply to the President of the 
United States, I wonder that the u'terance of it 
does not palsy his tongue. 

Mr. TALLMADGE was proceeding with s me 
warmth of language to reply, when 

Mr. HENDERSUN rose, and expressed a hope 
thatthe Vice Presipenr would interfere, and pre- 
serve the order of the Senate. 


The VICE PRESIDENT said, that as presiding 
officer of the body, he considered it was his duty 
to use all his influence, and ali the means in his 
power, to preserve order in debate, and to sustain 
the dignity of the Senate; and for this purpose, to 
jaduce Senators to abstain from personalities in dis 
cussion, which must inevitably tend to disturb the 
harmony of their social intercourse, which it was 
so desirable to preserve. For himself, he had been 
the object of uomerited kindness and confidence on 
the part of all the members of the body, for which 
he would take this occasion to make his acknow- 
ledgments. He had reflccted upon the question, how 
far it was his duty to declare a member out of 
order for language used in regard to the President, 
or.to any other person who was not a member of 
this body, which would be deemed unparliamenta- 
ry if applied by one Senator to another. It. had 
been a matter of doubt wih him whether i. was 
proper or parliamentary for him to interferfere, 
however severe the personal animad versions of any 
Senator on the Executive, might be—although he 
was a co-ordinate and independent branch of the 
Gover ment. For this reason, therefere, he had 
not called the Senator from New York [Mr. Tart- 
MavGE] to order for personal remarks applied to 
the President of the United States, which would 
have been out of order if applied to any member 
of the body; nor the member from North Carouna 
[Mr. Srrance] who bad, in fact, retorted one of the 
offensive epithets. But having been called upea 
by the appeal of the Senator from Mississipp!, be 
felt bound to say, that, in his opinion, the course 
the debate was unparliamentary and out of order. 
It was his duty to submit this opinion to the 
Senate for its consideration, and for them to act 88 
would, in their opinion, best comport with the honor 
and dignity of the body. He did not consider that 
any injury was done to the character or standing of 
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the President by any personal animad versions or un- 
arliamentary language of members of this body, 
but he was prompied by a regard for the honor, the 
harmony, and the dignity of the Senate. It was 
with this object he had made these suggestions, and 
not from any personal or party bias; but he would 
say, that his position, which associated him poliu- 
cally with the President, had alone prevented him 
from making it a question for the Senate to decide, 
whether the language used by the Senator towards 
the President was parliamentary or not. It was 
very far from his desire to interfere with the free- 
dom of discussion, nor could he interfere with it, 
even if disposed todo so; and he wished it to be 
dis inctly understood, that no laaguage could be 
used, however strong or harsh, when applied poli- 
litically, and not personally, which would justify 
his jaterference. He had always confided to the 
high sense of dignity and decorum which charac- 
terized the members of the body as the best preser- 
vative of order, and his cosfidence had not been in 
vain. 

Mr. TALLMADGE then made some remarks 
explanatory of the phrase excepted to, which he 
said was a quotation from Shakspeare. He inti- 
mited, in reply to Mr. Srrance, that the reason 
why the indicaticns of respect towards the Presi- 
dent ia the State of New York, at the time referred 
to, were confined to one party, resed upon the 
President himself, ascribing it to his faddressing 
himself, on his arrival at the Battery, to his ‘‘De- 
mocratic feliow-citizens.” 

Mr. STRANGE said he was glad the Senator 
from New York had introduced this topie, as it af- 
forded him an opportunity to bear his testimony to 
the great unfairness with which the President had 
been treated on this subject, and altogether for po- 
litical effect. Almost as soon as it was known that 
the President intended to visit New York, there 
were murmur.inogs in the Whig ranks that there 
would be no enthusiasm in his reception; that it 
would be cold, and confined to a few office holders 
and devoted partisans. His response at the Bat- 
tery, to the address made him, was seized upon as 
a pretext to execute what had been long predeter- 
mined. It was said he had avowed himself the 
President of a party, by responding to his “Demo- 
cratic” fellow citizeas. Had any other class of 
cilizens addressed him, and thus entitled themselves 
to a response? Did not the orator who addressed 
him speak in behalf, of his ‘Democratic fellow-citi- 
zens?” Was the President to deny to the orator 
the character he had assumed? And, if allowing 
him the character, could he do otherwise than re- 
spond to ii? Suppose an orator had addressed him 
in behalf of his Masonic fellow-citizens: could the 
President do otherwise than respond to his Masonic 
fellow-citizen:? If his Whig fellow-citizens really 
designed to show respect to the President, would 
they not have selected an orator to address him, or 
have united with the Democracy in the selection of 
a commen spokesman? Nothaving done either of 
these, could they reasonably expect a response ad- 
dressed to them from one to whom they had said 
hothing? The expectation would have been unrea- 
sonable. It was never cntertained; and an event 
whch every oné must have foreseen has been 
spoken of with affected amazement, and perveited 
to the injary of one who does honor to his Siate 
and country, for party purposes. 

Mr. WRIGHT rose and said: 

Mr. President, I cannot but feel the remarks 
which have fallen from the Chair as implying a 
reproof upon myself; a reproof, sir, I know, not in- 
tended, but necessarily following from the discharge 
of that unpleasant duty which the Chair has felt 
itself left to perform, to protect the absent from the 
consequences of language used in debate in the 
Senate. Asa persona! and political friend of the 
President of the United States I thank you, sir, for 
the manifestation of friendly feeling towards that 
officer, which you have now given; and my self- 
reproach arises from the conviction that you must 
have felt it to be much more the duty of the friends 
of that individual upon this floor, than of yourself, 
to interpose that interference, against harsh and 
unparliamentary remarks aimed at him, which 
yoo have found yourself constrained to make. As 
a Senator from the same Siate from which the 


President comes, you must have considered it my 
especial daty to sheld him from such assaulls 
emanating from a Senator from his own State. 

i may, sir, have m’staken my duty. I have 
not been insensible to the delicacy of my position. 
Had my own feelings permitted that iasensibility, 
the best of friends to the Present and myself 
here have not suffered me to rest in unconscious- 
ness of the impressions produced upon others. 
They have given me repea'ed admonitions, while 
these remarks have been in the course of u'terance, 
that it was my imperious duty to correct the errors, 
and repel the imputations, with which they were so 
plentifully interspersed. 

Even against these strong exterior inflnences, and, 
I must be permitted to say, against the stronger 
mpul.es of my own feelings towards a most va- 
lued, and esteemed, and abused friend, I must 
confess, Mr. President, | had made up my mind to 
preserve perfect silence. Your interference has 
unsealed my lips, and I now owe it to the Senate, 
to the respectable auditory preset, and to the coun- 
try, to explain the grounds upon which my deter- 
mination to be silent was rested. 


I doubt not, sir, that I treated the debate, in my 
own mind, too much as a State mater, as the course 
of remark of the speaker was calculated to induce 
me todo. In that sense l felt a confidence which 
amounted to unconcern. I could not bring myself 
to believe that the individual who now occupies the 
Presidential chair required defence from accusa- 
tions made in the tone and temper to which the 
Senate was compelled to listen, and resting upon 
the authority which broaght them before the boty. 


The standing, and character, and public course of |! Might be, he would not interfere. 


the President, during a long life of public services, 
were tov well known to me to permit me to feel 
alarm for his personal or public reputation. Hence 
my determination to preserve silence, as his friend. 


This occasion calls also for an explanation as to 
my own course. I need not ask the Senate to 
witness for me the reluctance I have manifested 
here, npon all occasions, to enter into these angry 
discussions with my colleague. That reluctance 
has become s0 evident to himself, that ithas been 
made matter of charge against me upon this floor, 
and he calls it lecturing him upon forbearance, 
good temper, and good feeling. There are limits 
beyond which even such lectures should not be d>- 
livered; and I cannot disguise from myself that 
that limt, as between that Senator and me, is 
nearer than even he may snspect. 


Ishall not, however, follow him nowa single 
step. My original purpose as to him, so far as 
this debate is concerned, shall be fully and faithful- 
ly preserved. I have not riento reply to him, 
but to justify myself to you, sir, and to the body. 
Yon reterred in your remarks to the epithet of trai- 
tor applied by him to the President. He answers 
by saying that the words were not his, buta quota- 
tion from Shakspeare. How far he can exempt 
himself from your strictures by such an apology, I 
am not disposed toexamine. How far an ingenu- 


ous mind would feel relieved, after having applied 


offensive and unmerited epithets towards an indi- 
vidual, epithets confessed to be unmerited, by the 
apology that the words were quoted, and not origi- 
nal with the speaker, I will not inquire. It is 
enough for me to Know and feel that I would never 
make such an apology for such an offence, where 
personal or public character and honor are con- 
cerned. 

There was one other remark, sir, which you did 
not notice, and which I thought not less exception- 
able. I: related to the statementof a fact in the last 
annual message of the President, and the charge 
was that the statement was untrue, and that the 
Presideat knew it to be untrue. Here, however, 
Mr. President, there was an apology for the 
assertion, by the way of a qualification to it; 
and what was that? It was that if the Presi- 
dent did not know his statement to be untrue, 
he prove! himself disqualified for the station he 
holds by making it. My reply to this om‘ssion of 
yours, sir, is, that when the President of the United 
States shall be under the necessity of appealing to 
the source of these remarks, either to establish his 
character for truth, or his capacity far his present 


office, he will be beyond my reach for defence or 
justification. 

Will you, Mr. President, permit me to address 
one word to you in conclusion? I pretend to no 
learning in the rules and orders of a legislative 
assembly; but when the President of the United 
States shall be concerned, and my colleague shall 
be the accuser, I entreat of you, so far as you can 
poss:bly make it consistent with your sense of the 
duties of your position, not to interfere upon any 

; future occasion. Leave to the friends of the Pre- 
: sident here his protection from assaults of this cha- 
racter and from that quarter. 

The VICE PRESIDENT asked leave to submit 
a single remark. Although he was decidedly of 
the impression that it was unparliamentary and 
out of order to make personal attacks on the Presi- 
, dent of the United States, in deba'e, as having a 


i: tendency to bring membe’s into collision, and pro- 
i y 8 ’ p 


; duce criminatio 1 and recrimination, he should not 
i hereafter feel i. his duty to callany member to ore 
der, whatever might be the character of his re- 
marks. He had discharged what he had consideredto 
be his duty insubm ting the subject to the consi- 
deration of the members of the Sena‘e, who were 
equally interes'ed in the preservation cf its deco- 
rum and harmony. In answer tothe suggestion 
that the rules of the Senate shcu'd not interfere 
with the freedom and latitude of debate, he would 
state that he fuily ecincided in the sentiment, and 
| members might, if they thought proper, resort to 
the Greek, the Latio, the French, or the English, 
for phrases to add to the pungency or strength of 
their animadversions, and however harsh they 
In his opinion, 
| however, it was of very httie importance, when 
you inflicted a stab on the person or 1eputation of 
i your neighbor, whether you inflicicd it with your 
| own weapon, or oae borrowed for the purpose 
from another. In speaking of measures whose ten- 
dencies were despotic and tyrannical, no lan. u:ge 
would be objected to by hm on account of its 
harshness. His principal, and his only object was 
| to prevent personalities, which must always tend, 
in a greater or less degree, to produce disorder and 
unpleasant feelings among the members. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD BILL. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE. 
Tuespay, March 31, 1840. 

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road, in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illino's, 
wastaken up fcr consideration; and the question 
being on the amendment pr. posed by Mr. Cray of 
Alabama to strike out the two per cent. clause, 

Mr. WRIGHT said he did not rise to debate 
the mer.ts of the Cumberland Road bill. That 
duty he left to those who, from local position and 
more extensive acquaintance with the utility of the 
work, could be-ter di-charge it. Still he had, for 
some years now last past, given his vote for these ap- _ 
propriations, and he desired to d»sonow. He was 
aaxious that the bill should retain its usual form, 
the characteristics which had distinguished appro- 
priations for this road from those for internal im- 
provements generally. This work was thus dis- 
| tinguished, from the peculiar circumstances which 
; had Jed Congress to undertake it, and appropria- 
tions to continue it could haye his support only 
upon the conditions that these distinctions were 
carefully and fully preserved. 

Fiom these remarks it would be seen that his 
object was to discuss, not the g-neral merits of 
the bill, but the particular motion of the Senator 
from Alabama, (Mr. CLaY.} If ihat motion pre- 
vailed, the bill would te placed beyond the reach of 
his vo'e, and, as he had learned, of the votes of 
several oher Senators. He hoped the motion 
would not prevail, and he mast ask a small portion 
of the time of the body for an attempt to show to 
the fiiends of the measure that it should not prer 
vail. 

What was the motion? It was to strike out from 


the bill the fullowiog words: 

“Which said appropriations are made upon peame turma 
and shall be subject to all the provisions, ae the Cumber. 
tions, and limitations, touching appropriauons for ide fe 
land road, contained in the act entitled ‘An act to provide for 


continuing the construction, and for the repair of the Cumber 
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land road,’ approved the third day of March, eightéen hundred || fion of the origin of that fund, of the appropria- 


and thirty-seven.” 

A reference to the act of 1837 wou'd show the, 
effect of this proposed amendment, by shoving t Ý 
“provisions, conditions, restrictions and limi 
tions” contained in that act, subject to whic 
bill, in its present shape, preposes to make 


appropriations, but from which the ameadryknt, if : 
adopted, will free them, and leave the apfropria- | 
tions oper, general, and unconditional. “He was | 
satisfied, 100, that th:s examination would prove | 
that the preposition to amead was even broader | 


than the honorable mover intended or desired; that 
there were ‘‘conditions and limitations” in that ect, 
which even he did not cesire to remove; from which 
he would not wish to relieve these appropriaticns, 
in case they were to be made. 

What, then, were the “conditions, restrictions, 
and limitations” in the act of 1837, referred to? 

The first was found in the Ist section of the act, 
in the tollow:ng words: 

“Phat the said road within the State of Minsis shal! not be 
goned er gravelled, unless it can be done at a cost not greater 


than the average cost of stoning or gravelling said road within 
the Siates of Onio and Indiana.” 


This, he presumed, was a “limitation” which 
the honorable mover of the amendment, and those 


who would vct: with him, did not desire to repeal. | 


The second was in the same section, and in the 
following words: 


“Thatin all cases where it can be done, it shall be the duty of 
the superintending officers to cause the work on said road to be 


laid off in sections, and let out to the lowest substantial bidders, 


afier due notice.” 


anxious to remove. 


The third ‘‘conJition” was found in the 2d sec» 


tion of this act of 1837, in thé following words: 


“That the second section of an act for the continuation of the {| 


Cumberland road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, aad Minois, 
approved the 24 day of July, 1836, sball not be applicable to 
expenditures hereafter to be made on said road.” 


Tne section of the act of 1836 here referred to, 
requires that the moneys appropriated shall be so 
expended as to complete the greatest possible con- 
tinuous portions of the road, “so that such finished 
parts thereof may be surrendered to the said States 
respectively.” Should the amendment prevail, this 
section of the act of 1936 wou'd be aça'n restored 
and made one of the “timitations” upon these ap- 
propriaticns, from which the 2d section of the act 
of 1837 had relieved them. This would be in no 
way object onable to him, thovgh he supposed it 
would be to the more imme iiate friends of the 
work, inasmuch as the limitation, having been im- 
posed sn 1636, had been removed in 1837, at their 
instance. 

Thes2 were the “conditions, resirictions, and h- 
mitations,” which he supposed the honorable mover 
of the amendment had not considered, and some of 
which, at least, he presumed he would not desire to 
remuve. He felt sure that some other Senators 
would be unwilling to part with the first two, as he 
weil recollected they had been inserted in the act cf 
1837, after a severe struggle, and were then relied 
upon, by the honorable Senator who moved them, 
(Mr. Cay of Kentucky,] and these who acted 
with him, as highly essential. 

Yet it was not his object to discuss there points. 
He had simply referred to them, that Senators 
might not, unwittingly, adopt an amendment which 
should reheve these appropriations fiom cord.tions 
and limitations to which they had, upon former oc- 
casi’ ns, been strongly attached. 

He was aware that the honorable mover of the 
amendment bad another object, viz.—to get rid of 
the 4th'section of the act of 1837, which was in 
the following words: 

“That the several sums hereby appropriated for the construc» 
tion of the Cumberland road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illinois, shall be replaced by said States respectively out of the 
fund reserved to each for laying out and making roads under 
the direction of Congress, by the severalacte passed for the ad- 
mission of said States into the Union, on an equal footing with 
the original States ” : 

This ts the real point of controversy involved in 
the amendment; this the “‘conditicn” which it ss the 
otject of the honorable mover to test by a vote; 
and this is the distinctive fea'ure of these appro- 
priations, which he (Mr. W.) wished to retain. To 
thi; point, therefore, this two per cent. furd, and 
the propriety of continuing to pledge these appro- 
priations npon it, he shculd direct his remarks. 


He would be as brief as possible; but an examina- 


. Avs . |} Jands lying within the said State, sold by Congress, 
Here, again, was a “re triction” which he did , h 3 aes 
not suprose the opponents of the bill would be i 


tions for the Comberland road, and the present 
siate of facts as to both, would be necessary to 
make his argument clear and inteltigible. 

The cession by the State of Virginia to the 


+ United. States of the territory northwest of the 


liver Ohio, contained, among others, the condition, 
that cf that territory there should be formed not 
less than three, nor more than five, free fepubli- 
can States, which under certain imitators pie- 
scribed, should be admitted into the Union upon an 
equal footing in all respects with the orig nal 
Siates, 


The State of Ohio first made application for this | 
admission, and, on the 30th day of Apri!, 1802, | 
‘Congress passed an act entitled “An act to enable - 


the peop'é of the eastern division of ihe territory 
northwest of the river Ohio to form a Consti ution 
and State Government, and for the admission of 


such State into the Union, on an equal footing with ` 


the or ginal S:ates, and fur other purpcses.” Among 
other provisions in this act, Congress, by the 7th 
section thereof, offered to the convention of the 
people of Ohio, ‘‘for their free acceptance or rejec- 
tion,” three several propositions, intended for the 
mutual benefit of the S ate and the United S‘ates, 
and declared that, if aecepted by the coavention, 


: they “shall be obligatory upon the United States.” 


The third of these pfopdsitions is the Ose material 
to this discussion, and is in the following words: 
“Third. That one-twentieth part of the nett proceeds of the 
from and 
after the thirtieth day of June next, (1802) after deducting all 
expenses incident to the same, shall be applied to the laying 
out and making public roads, leading from the navigable wa- 


|} ters emptying into the Allantic, to the Ohio, to the said State, 


and threugh the same; such roadsto be laid out under the 
authority of Congress, with the consent of the several Slates 
through which the said road shall pass. Provided, always, 
That the three foregoing propositions herein offered are on the 
conditions that the convention of the seid State shall provide 
by an ordinance, irrevocable without the consent of the United 
States, that every andeach tract of land sold by Congress, from 
and after the thirtieth day of June next, shall be and remain 
exempt from any tax laid by order or under the authority of the 
State, whether for State, coun township, or any other pur- 
poze whatever, for the term of five years, from and after the 
day af sale.” > 2 

Here was a compact between this new State and 
this Goverment, for the convention of Ohio did free- 
ly accept the propositions and conform to their 
terms and requirements; and here was the compact 
which gave. existence to THE CUMBERLAND ROAD, 
and threw it upon the hands of the United States. 

A sing'e step furiher will show the origin of the 
two per cent. fund, as contradistingsi hed frem that 


five per cent. fund, or *‘ cne twent:eth part of the 


nett proceeds of ihe lands,” ccnstitated by the cem- | 
| pact last referred to, and devored to the construc: : 
! tion of roads from the Atlantic waters “to the | 
: Ohio, to the said State, and. through the same.” 


On the 34 day of March, 1803, about eleven 


| months a‘ter the passage of the act containing the į 


propositiovs tendered to the convention of the peo- 
ple of Ohio, and which propositions that conven- 
tion zecepted and complied with, Congress passed 
an act, entitled “ An act in addition to, and in mo- 
dification of, the propositions contained in the act 
entitled,” &c. being the act of the 30th of April, 
1802, before referred to. Thisact conferred upon the 
new Sta‘e, many other and further advantages, be- 
yond those covered by the three propositions tendered 
to the convention in the former act; but the only one 
of us provisions affecting this discussion is that 
found in its second section. It was unnecessary to 
read the section, which was long. The substance 
of it was, that three per cent. of the five per cent. 
reserved in the ordinance which has been read, 
was directed to be paid over to the State, to be ap- 
plied “to the laying out, opening and making roads 


within the said State, and to no other purpose - 


whatever;” thus leaving but two per cen'. of the 
nett proceeds of the lands to be expended “ under 
the author'y of Congress,” in “laying out and 
making public roads leading from the navigable 
waters emptying into the Atlantic, to the Ohio, to 
the said State, and through tie same. This act 
cons'ituted the two percent. fond, by taking from 
the hands of Congress, and giving to the Siate for 
expenditure, three per cent. of the five reserved to 
Congress by the origina! ordinance. l 

Still the obligation upon Congress remained of 
expending the two per cent. in the “ laying out and 
making publie roads, leading from the navigable 
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waters emptying into the Atlantic, to the Ohio, to 
the said State, and through the same;” and to disa 
charge that obligation, this great, and troublesome, 
and expensive work, the Cumberland road, was 
commenced. 

The chronological order of events would here 
call upon bim to examine the first appropr.ations 
for the road; but he thought he should be able to 
accomplish the task he had undertaken w th greater 
brevity, and make himself move perfectly under- 
stocd, by following first the admission of the States, 
as far as that should be necessary for the question 
presented. 

The next free Republican State admitted into 
the Union from the territory northwest of the 
Ohio, was Indiana, and the act of Congress for her 
adm ssion was approved on the 19th day of April, 
1816. The course pursued by Congress was very 


| similar to that finally adopted with the State of 


Ohio, and it will not, therefore, be necessary to de- 
tain the Senate by the reading of either of the prc- 
positions subm:tied to the convention of the people 
of this State. It will suffice to say that, upon this 
point, they varied from the original propositions 
submitted to the convention of Ohio in three parti- 
culars, viz: 

1. Two per cent. of the nett proceeds of the lands 
only are reserved to be expended under the autho- 
rity of Congress, and that fund is to be expended 


|! in laying owt and making roads to, and not through 


the State. 

9. Three per cent. is reserved ia the ordinance 
for and to be paid to the State. 

3. The three rer cent. is to be expended by the 
State in making roads, or canals, within it. 

In all other substantial part:culars the compact 
with Indiana was similar to that with Ohio. 

The State of IHinòis came next in the order of 
admission, the act of Congress for the purpose hav- 
ing been approved on the 18ih of April, 1818. 
The compacts with this State differed, in some 16- 
spects, from both the former, but a short statement 
should relieve the Senate from reading the proposi- 
tioas, which were long. 

1, The two per cent. fund is reverved, as in the 
case of Indiana, to make roads fo, not through, the 
State; but, as in the other two cases, is to be ex- 
pended for that purpose, “under the direction of 
Congr ss.” 

2. The three per cent. is reserved for, and to be 
paid to, the State, but is to be “appropriate}, by 
the Legislature of the State, for the encouragement 
of learning, of which one-sixth part shall be ex- 
clusively bestowed on a College or University.” 

3. The equivalen's are an exemption of military 
bounty lands from taxation for three years after 
pa‘ents issue, if they continue to be the property of 
the patentee, or his heirs, and a stipulation that 
lands belonging to citizens of the United States not 
residing in the State, shall never be taxed higher 
than the lands of resident citizens, in addition ‘o 
the exemption from taxes ef all Goverment lands 
for five years after a sale. ae . 

Two remarks seemed to be called for from the 
compacts with the last two named States.. The 
first was that the two per cent. fund, to be expend- 
ed “by the authority of Congress,” or “onder the 
direction of Congress,” was reserved in both. The 
second was, that the three per cent. reserved for, 
and to be paid to, the State, was not reserved, in 
the last two cases, with any reference to the con- 


| tinvation of any road “leading from the navigable 


waters emptying into the Atlantic,” 4. either of the 
said States, and consequently noi to the Cumber- 
land road, because, as to Indiana, the fund might 
be applied to the making of roadajiar canals, with- 
in the State, at its option; and as. to Illinois, 
the Legislature was compelled, by the very 
terms of the ordinance, to apply it ‘‘for the. en- 
couragement of learning.” The two. per cent. 
fund, therefore, was relied npon fary the. rpads 
mentioned in the various ordinances,4o, be made 
under the direction of Congress, whpraher they 
were to be continued to or through the. States which 
were parties, and not the three per cent. which was 
reserved for tae States, was to. be expended by 
them, at their pleasure, or for works or objects 
a character.different from these roads.. 
He was now prepared to go back, in point of 
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time, and examine the appropriations for the- 


Cumberland road, to see how far the action of 
Congress hitherto had conformed to the basis of 
these appropriations laid in the ordinances which 
admitted the three States into the Union. 

On the 29th of March, 1806, the President of 
the States [Mr. Jxrrzxson] approved an act of 
Congress entiiled ‘An act to regulate the laying 
out and making a road from Cumberland, in the 
the State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio.” 
This act gave existence to the Camberland road, 
and an éxaminaticn of its provisions will show, 
what its title so well imports, that it was an earnest 
beginning of the fulfilment, on the part of the 
United States, of that compact with the new State 
of Ohio which has been before recited; that it was 
the commencement of a road, ‘leading from the 
navigable waters emptying into the Atlantic, to the 
Ohio, to the said State.” lt was not material for his 
purpose to review the provisions of the act any 
forther than to examine the appropriating section,and 
see whether it kept to the terms of the ordinances, 
and to the fund thereby reserved for the object. 
The sixth section of the act was this one, and was 
in the following words : 


“Bxc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the sum of thirty 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby ropriated to de- 
fray the expense of laying out and making said road. And the 
President is hereby autho:ized to draw, from time fo time, on 
the Treasury, fur such parts, or at any one time, tor the whole 


of said gam, as he shall judge the service requires, Whi 


ch 
sum of thirly thousand dollars shall be paid, first, out of 
the fund of two per cent. reserved for laying out and making 
roads to the State ef Ohio, by virtue of the seventh section of 
an act on the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and two, sentitled ‘An actto enable the people of the 
Eastern division of the territory northwest of the rivet Ohio to 
form a Constitution and State Government, and for the admis- 
sion of such State into the Union, on an equal footing with the 
original States, and for other purposes;’ three per cent. of the 
appropriation contained inthe said seventh saction, being di- 
rected by a subsequent law to the laying out, opening, and 
making roads within the said Stateof Ohio. And secondly, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
char, upon, a 
Jund of two per cent. as the same shall accrue.” 


Here we. are shown fally the origin of this 
work, called the Cumberland road, the basis upon 
which its adoption by Congress rested, and the 
fund from which the expenditures were to be 
defrayed. Io every respect the work was peculiar, 
as a work of internal improvement prosecuted by 
the authority and under the direction of Congress. 

This very first act, too, as its terms fully show, 
adopted the principle of anticipating the avails of 
this two per cent. fund, by a general appropriation 
from the Treasury, charged upon the fand, and to 
be reimburseable out of it. It was not neces- 
sary for him to defend the wisdom of this po- 
licy at that early day. It was sufficient that it 
was then adopted, and was one of the exposi- 
tions, by the then fathers, of the powers and duties of 
Congress growing out of these new and peculiar 
compacts with the new States. It was too late 
for him now to question ths soundness of the 
Principles upon which they acted, or the wisdom 
of the policy which guided their course. Nearly 
every Congress, from 1806 to the present time, 
had followed in their footsteps, and every Presi- 
dent of the United States, from Mr. Jefferson to 
the present incumbent, had approved bils appro- 
priating money for this road. 

Had these bills follewed the form of appro- 
Pciation found in the law of 1806 above quoted? 
He had taken great paias to answer this inquiry 
correctly and truly, and,with two single exceptions, 
Upon which he would particularly remark, he be- 
lieved thatevery appropriation for the survey and con- 

struction of the road had been expressly, in the 
law making it,ehatged upon the two per cent. 
fand, and made reimburseable out of it. He had 
found some bi's appropriating money for the 
repairs of thoss portions of the road which had 
been once called completed, which did not con- 
tain this pledge, as he: thought they should not. 
These wete mere appropriations for the preservation 
and security cf the property of the United States, as 
this road w..en finished Elearly was, until transtey- 
red to the States, or otherwise disposed of. It was 
It waa barely possible that there might be some 
further exception of appropriations for survey and 
construotion, but he could not think there were, 
as he bad intended to make bis examination full 
and accurate, 


al 


nd reimbursabte at, the Treasary, by said 
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How, then, did the two exceptions stand? The 
first is an act of Congress, approved on the 15th 
of May, 1820, when Mr. Monroe was President. 
It is peculiar in itself, and perhaps ought not to 
be considered an exception tothe rule under dis- 
cussion. Its title is, “An act to authorize the ap- 
pointment of commissioners to lay out the road 
therein mentioned.” This will show that 
the whole object of the act was a survey. 
The act has a preamble, which is in these words: 
“Whereas, by the continuation of the Cumberland 
road from Wheeling, in the State of Virginia, 
through the States of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, 
the lands of the United States may become more valu- 
able,” thus placing the legislation upon a ground 
separate from and independent of the compacts 
with the States and the fund therein provided. 
The act then goes on to provide for the survey of 
a road from Wheeling to some point on the left 
bank of the Mississippi river, between St. Louis 
and the mouth of the Illinois river, and appropri- 
ates ten thousand dollars generally, to be paid out 
of any unappropriated money in the Treasury, to 


defray the expense of the survey. The 2d section 


of this act contains this emphatic proviso: 

“Provided always, and it is hereby enactedand declared, 
That nothirg inthis act contained, or that shall be done in pursu- 
ance thereof, shall be deemed or construed to imply any obli- 
gation on the part of the United States to make, orto defray 
the expense of making, the road hereby authorized to be laid 
out, or of any part thereof.” a 

Such was the first exception he had been abie to 
discover, andhe remarked again, that it was very 
doubtful how far it could fairly be considered. an 
exception, within the proper limits of the discus- 
sion, The act was certainly sui generis, as a piece 
of legislation relating to the Cumberland 10ad; byt 
such as it was, he had felt bound to present it as 
an exception to the rule for which he was contend- 
ing. 
The second, and only other exception, which his 
research had enabled him to discover, was a bill 


approved on the 2d of March, 1833, at thecloce.of. 
This was a plain. 


General Jackson’s first term. 
case of departure from the rule of charging these 


appropriations upon the two percent. fund, as the: 


appropriations made in this law for continuing the 
construction of the road in the three States, separate 
from the appropriations for repairs, were direct in 
manner and heavy in amount He was happy, 


however, to be able to destroy the force of this ex--- 


ception asa precedent, upon the authority of. the 
then President himself. He spoke from personal 
information from that distinguished individual, 
when he said that his approbation of that bill was 
an oversight, suffered in the hurry of business, at 
the close of a short session of Congress, when all 
who have been here know that agreat majority of 
the bills of the session go tothe President during 
the last evening. All who were here at the session 
of 1832, °3, will remember that it was one of the 


most exciting periods of our history, and that an - 


unusual number of bills, of the deepest: interest, fi- 
nally passed the two Houses, and reached the Pre- 
sident, within the last few hours of the session, 
which closed with Saturday, the 2d of March. 

An examinaticn of this bill will present a fur- 
ther and strong apology for the oversight of the 
President. Instead of being the usual and ordina- 
ry appropriation bill for the Camberland road, it is 
an appropriation bill of an anomalous. character, 
coupling harbors, rivers, roads, and a variety of 
other subjects in the same bill. Its title is a very 
imperfect index of its contents, and yet it is evi- 
den'ly made up of the substance of the titles of 
three or four originally independent bills. It is 
“An act mikirg appropria‘ions for carrying on 
certain works heretofore commenced, for. the im- 
provement of harbors and rivers; and also for con- 
tinaing and repairing the Cumberland road, and 
certain Territorial roads? It embraces more than 
thirty separate and iadependent appropriations, 
which take from the Treasury more than one. mil- 
lion of dollars. In sucha bill, and reaching the 
President at such a period, it was not in the least 
surprising to him that the absence of this qualifi- 
cation to the Cumberland road appropriations was 
not noticed. 


Still, whether the apology should be deemed suf- 
ficient or not, he was able to state the fact that this 
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omission was not noticed, ani that the bill would 
not have received the approbation of the then Pre- 
sident, however important these and the other ap- 
propriations it contained, if the omission had been 
observed. So important did he consider the reten- 
tion of the two per cent. clause, as it is called, asa 
principle upon which the appropriations for this 
road rest, anda marked characteristic to distin- 
guish them from open and unrestricted appropria- 
tions for internal improvements. 

He was aware it had been said, and would 
again be said, that the expenditures already made 
upon the road had more than consumed the two 
per cent. fund reserved and applicable to its con- 
struction, and therefore that the clause in the pre- 
sent bills was wholly useless. He wished to meet 
this objection to the clause, as he did all other 
points of this argument, fairly. He was therefore 
willing to admit that he did not expect the two per 
cent. fund of the three States would be sufficient to 
reimburse the Treasury for all past expenses upon 
this work; but that did not, to him, constitute a 
good reason for separating this essential feature 
from the bill, and passing it without it. The prac- 
tice commenced with the commencement of the 
work, to anticipate. the moneys which this fund 
was to yield, and if those anticipations had been 
pushed too far, it was no reason, to his mind, why 
we should abandon our hold upon that portion of 
the fand which remains. | - 

All the three Sta'es yet embrace within their li- 
mits unsold lands, and cznsequently portions of this 
fund are yet to be colleeted from all: The amount 
tvo is considerable. He had been favored with ' 
an official statement from the’ General Land Of- 
fice, brought down to the close of the third quar- 
ter of the last year, which showed that the unsold 
lands in the State of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
at that time, amounted to 26,835,234 acres. Even 
at the present minimum price of the public lands, 


- the two per cent. from this quant ty woald, if he 


had made no error in the calculation, yield to this 
fund ‘more than $670,000. If, as some suppose, — 
the State of Missoari should be embraced in the 
estimate. of fature revenue to the fund, it wou'd 
be more than doubled. There are 32,154,897 
acres of unsold land in that’State, and at the mini- 
mum price, that quantity will pay more than 
$800,000 to this fund. But when it is considered 
that the unsold ‘land in all these States mast be- 
come more valuable as settlemenfs increase, and 
improvements in its vicinity are extended, who 
shall say. what limit shall be fixed to this contin- 
gent find? In any event it seemed to him a plain 
dietate of duty to secure whatever itis to yie'd to 


. yield to reimburse the Treasury for this expensive ` 


wok, 

Shall -we do this, if we pass the amendment now 
proposed, and thus, by our own act, release the 
pledge for the fatore? What is our daily experi- 
ence Row as to the other States? Butafew days © 
since the“ Senate passed a bilt to pay this fon: to 
the State of Mississippi. Another bill is now upon 
its passage, or has already gone ‘to the ‘House of 
Representa'ives, to make the same payment to the ~ 
State of Alabama. These States havé come-here 
with demands for the money which we have not 
found ourseives able to resist. To Michigan and 
Arkansas, the whole. five per cent. was yielded as 
one of the terms of their admission inte the Unida. 
Other new States will come, after these exantples, 
and who can make himself believe that, if we 
strike out this clause, and thus re'ease our hold 
upon the future aecruing revenue to the fund from 
the Siates of Ohio, Ind ana, I'linois, and Missouri, 
those States will not come, when their road shall ~ 
have been completed, and tell us, up to 1840, you: 
held and expended this portion of our two per 
cent. fuad, but in that year you, by your own ex- 
press aet, refased |. nger to pledge it for the Cumber- 
land road, and the money which has come into 
your Treasury, since that period, is ours, upon the 
principl:s which have governed your conduct te- 
wards the other new States? Who can convince 


| himself that oar ‘successors will be able to resist 


such an application from these States? —— 

To the P condittonal opponents of this bill, he 
was aware that this reasoning would be onavail- 
ing; nay, that his very declaration of the impor. 
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tance of the provision to him would add to their 
anxiety to press the motion, that they might force 
him and others, who held similar opinions, to vote 
against the whole measure. Such he knew to be 
the condition of the honorable mover of the amend- 
ment. He was conscientiously opposed to the bill 
in any share; and its defeat is the object of his mo- 
tion. This was fair, and gave no ground of com- 
plaint. Any fair and open and manly opposition 
he had a right to practise; indeed, with his opi- 
nions, it was his duty to practise, and such was his 
present proposition for amendment. 

To those, however, who were the friends of this 
road, who desired apprepriations for it, he felt that 
he hada right to appeal with success upon this 
question. To them the ple’ge of this fand could 
not be objectionable, even if they did not consider 
it any longer usefal. It could do no harm, if it 
was of no substantial service to the Treasury, and 
they certainly would indulge those who consider it 
essential, so long as they atk ni thing more than 
what is looked upon as a nugatory provision. 
They will not biing the fate of the bill into jeopar- 
dy, rather than not discharge it from what they 
consider, atthe worst, but harm'ess surplusage, 
and that, too, after they know that others, equally 
friendly, consider the provision proposed to be 
strchen out, one of es ential, of vital importance. 

He must be permitied to believe, therefore, that 
however far he may have fallen short of prodacing 
conviction upon the minds of either the foes or the 
friends of the measure, as to the impo: tance of re- 
taining the pledge of this two per cent. fund, the 
simp'e information that he and others so held it, 
would indace every friend to the Cumberland road 
to vote against the proposed amendment. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama claimed the indulgence 
of the Sena‘e, that he might reply to some of the 
yemaiks which had fallen from the Senator from 
New York. He said the Senator from New Yoik, 
(Mr. Waicat] with that adroitness for which he 
was distinguish:d in debate, had called the attention 
of the Sena‘e to other conditions contained in the 
act of March 3d, 1837, than that which had been 
the chief sabject of bis (Mr. C’s) remarks, in the 
previous pag of this discussion, the benefit of which 
he said would be lost if the amendment prevailed. 
Seizing upon those other condi:ions and limitations 
which no one, who had before participated in the 
debate, had deemed of sufficient importance to be 
noticed, the Senator had apparently endeavored to 
deter other gentlemen from sopporting the amend- 
ment, by remarking with portentous solemnity, that 
it went much farther than the mover (Mr. C ) or 
others supposed. Mr. C. said, so far as related to 
himself, the Senator from New York was wholly 
mistaken—he knew perfectly all the conditicns and 
limitations in the act referred to, and he presumed 
other gentlemen were nut so uninformed as seemed 
to be suppored. He-said the difficulty, sugges‘ed 
by the gent'emao, was not so embarrassing or 
formidable as he seemed to imagine, as he would 
presently show. - * 

Mr. C. said the most obnoxious condition in the 

act of March 3, 1837, proposed to be revived and 
continued by that portien of the bill which he had 
meved to strike ont, was that which held out to the 
President and the country the false idea and dela- 
sive hope that the amount appropriated was to be 
replaced by the said States respectively, out of the 
fand reserved to each for laying out and making 
roads, under the direction of Congress, when no 
Senator had asserted, orcould asse:t, that any such 
fand existed, or ever would exist. The Senator 
from New York himself, bad distinctly admitted, 
with his asual candor, that the whole two percent. 
fund which had accrued, or ever could acerae, on 
the sale of lands in the four States of Ohio, Indiana, 
Hfinois, and Missouri, was already exhausted. Mr. 
C. said a knowledge of this fact, and a repugnance 
to see a bill passed through the Senate, containing 
a promise of reimbursement from a mete fictitious 
faud, and of course deceptive and fraudulent, had 
indaced him, as be had before explained, to move 
to strike it out. If an individual were to draw a 
bill of exchange, or check, in favor of another per- 
son, ona banker with whom he had no funds depo- 
sited, and with no pledge that it should be accepted 
er paid, it would be held dishonorable. The pre- 
i 
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tence that the General Government was to be reim- 
bursed the amount of this appropriation, when we 
knew it could not, he said was, in principle, the 
same wi'h the case he had supposed. We were 
taking the money of the people, and, to reimburse 
them, drawing in their favor on a fand upon which 
we know we have already overdrawn. He ap- 
pealed to Senators to say whether such a course 
was compatible with the fairness, candor, and dig- 
nity, which should ever be manitest in the proeeed- | 
ings of this body. 

But, sir, said Mr. C. what are the other condi- 
tions, l:mitations, and restrictions of the act of °37, 
referred to in the clause embraced by my motien? 
They are, “that the said road, within the State of | 
Illinois, shall not be stoned or gravelied, unless it 
can be done at a cost not greater than the average 
cost of stoning or gravelling said read within the | 
States of Obio and Indiana;” ani ‘ that in a'l cases 
when it can te done, it shall be the duty of the su- 
periotending officers to cause the work on said 
road to be laid off in sections, and let out to the 
lowest substantial bidder, after due notice.” The | 


act also contains a further provision, ‘ihat the se- li 


cond section of an act for the continuation of the ; 
Camberland road in the States of Ohio. Indiana, 
and Illinois, approve i the 2d of July, 1836, shall 
not be applicable to expenditures hereafter to be 
made on said road.” Now, sir, said Mr. C. there 
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several provisions may be necessary and impor- | 
tant, and Ihave no objection whatever to them, if | 
the bill should pass. N-ither of them comes in 
collision with my object; and I am perfectly will- , 
ing, ifthe money is to be appropriated, that it 
shall be applied under all those restrictions, and 
any o'hers the Senate may deem salutary. Mr. C. 
said, if his amendment prevailed, a part of the bill 
would merely be stricken out; and how easy would 
it te, if the other provisions brought to the atten- 
tion of the Senate were necessary, fo have them 
inserted. This seemed to him to obviate the sup- 
posed difficulty entirely; and nore would co- 
operate with the Senator from New York im effec- 
tuating that object more cordially than himsalf. 
After my motion prevails, said Mr. C. and the ob- 
noxious clause is stricken out, let him move to fill 
the blank with the restrictions and conditions al- 
luded to, and he will encounter no opposition. 


ten read or referred to in the course of this debate. 
He would not again read them, or pursue very 


certainly had not given any new views upon their 


terms of those compacts, the General Government | 
was bound to give those Sta‘es more than the | 
amount of the two per cent. of the nett proceeds | 
of the public lands sold in each after their admis- 
sion into the Union. On the contrary, he under- 
stcod the Senator from New York to admit, dis- 
tinctly, that we were bound for no more by those 
compacts, for laying out roads leading to the seve- 
ral States; and that the fund reserved for that pur- 
pore had long since been entirely exhausted. 

But, Mr. C. said, the Senator had dwelt with 
much emphasis upon the sarrender of those States, 
of the right to tax the lands of the United States, 
until five years after the day of sa'e. Mr. C. said, 
he was not accustomed to deny that such surrender 
of one of the rights of sovereignty by the new 
States (for the same had been required of, and as- 
sented to, by allot them) was a great sacrifice; | 
nor should he on this occasion. It was true that | 
the General Government had offered, and given to | 
the new States, in exchange, and on the condition 
they would yield this right of taxing the public do- 


Mr. C. said, the Senator from New York had | 
again brought to the attention of the Senate the | 
several compacts between the Uni'ed States and ; 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, which had been so of- ' 


closely the Senator’s {comments upon them. He || 


proper construction, nor had he proved that, by the | 


Mar. 1840. 


Senate. 


but it was very questionable whether all these to- 
gether would furnish an equivalent for the sur- 
render of that single great right of sovereignty. 
Yet, he said, the new States had assented to these 
conditions, and made the several compacts, and 
were bound by them, however hard they might 
operate where the public land remained long un- 
sold. But he thought it was not just or proper 
that three or four of those new Siates should be the 
continual and exclusive recipients of the national 
bounty and munificence. If the General Govern- 
ment had not been liberal enough to the new S'ates— 


| and Mr. C. frankly believed it had not, especially 


in refusing to graduate and reduce the price of the 
inferior qualities of land, in consequence of which 


i they had not been sold for many years, and never 


wou'd—let the Senator from New York briog in 
a biil to make up for all deficiencies, and placing 
allon an equal footing. Let Alabama, Missis- 


_ sippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Michigan, first be 


placed on an equality with the other four new 
States, by expending for th-ir benefit as many mil- 
lions of dollars, as had been literally poured out 
of the Treasury on the Cumberland road; and 
let your liberality be apporuoned amongst the 
several States, in proportion to the amount which 
each has paid into the Treasury for public lands, 
and we shall have less cause to complain of injus- 
tice in your exercise of unauthorized power. 

But the Senator has made the remarkable dis- 
covery that the first bill, which ever appropriaced 
money fer the Cumberland road, was approved by 
Mr. Jefferson, and that even that anticipated the 
accroement of the two per cent. fund. He then 
goes through the various bills making appicpria- 
tions for this road, all of which, except one, an- 
ticipated the fund, ani contained a clause for re- 
imbursement out of it. The excepted bill, which 
wanted this clause, was approved by President 
Jackson; but the Senator does that distinguished 
patriot the justice to say that he alluded to it after- 
wards, and said the want of the reimbursing clause 
had escaped his attention, in the hurry of business, 
perhaps on the last night of the session, or he should 
have withheld his approval. 

So it would have been, said Mr. C. with the long 
list of bills making appropriations for the same 
road, which the gentleman paraded befqye the Se- 
nate as having been approved by the same distin- 
guished Chief Magistrate, if they had wanted the 
clause promising reimbursement. And so, he said, 
it would doubtless be with the present Chief Ma- 
gistrate, if a bill were to pass for the same. object, 


‘| and be presented without such a clause; he, too, 


main, until five years afier its sale, the section 
schools; the salt springs within them, with certain | 
portions of the public land to aid in the use of | 
working the same; three per cent. of the nett pro- | 
ceeds of publie lands for making roads or canals | 
in the States, and two per cent. for roads leading | 
to them; two entire townships of land for the en- | 
dowment and su 
besides land for seats of the Siate Governments; 


numbered sixteen in every township, for the use of :; 


1 
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professing the same views of constitutional power, 
would feel bound te return it with his veto. To 
avoid this result, shall we send him a bill masked - 
in fraud? Shall we send it to him, with the asser- 
tion on its face that the money “shall be replaced 
by the States respectively,” out of a fand which ~ 
has long ceased to exist? 

Mr. C. contended that nothing favorable to the 
general power of making appropriations by this 
Government, for the construction of roads or, ca- 
nals within the limitsof the States, was to be in- 
ferred from Mr. Jefferson’s approval of the bills 
which had been alluded to by the Senator from 
New York for the construction of the Camberland 
road. That venerated man never gave an epi- 
nion that any delegated power of the. kind 
was to be found in the Constitution; all his prin- 
ciples were opposed to such a doctrine. The 
only provision of the Constitution, to which such a 
power could be considered incidental, Mr. C. said 
was to be found in the last paragraph of the 3d sec 
tion of the 4th article, which declared: “the Congress 
shall have power to dispose of, and make all 
needful rules and regulations respecting the territory 


| or other property belonging to the United States.” 


This, with the exemption of the domain of the. 
Uni ed States from taxation, justified the clause to 
be found im each of the compacts with the new 
States, upon their admission-—-that 5 per cent. of the 
nett proceeds of the public lands, afierwards sold, — 
should be applied toward making roads within, and 
leading to, the States. It is very obvious that the 
construction of such roads would encourage and 
facilitate emigration, and accelerate the sale of the 
public domain; it might almost be regarded as 
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properon the same principle that required the 
lands to be surveyed, and designated by sections, 
townships and ranges. Mr. C. said he could sup- 
pose this a very justifiable and expedient exercise 
of power, whilst the public domain wasa wilderness, 
and the means of access to individual enterprise 
very difficult, or altogether impossible; but when 
those States had been settled from twenty to forty 
years, were in a high state of cultivation and 
improvement, with millions of inhabitants, and 
with namerous roads leadingto and through them, 
how could it longer be pretended to have any 
necessary connection with the settlement of the 
country, or the sale of the public lands? 


Mr. C. said the Senator. from New York had 
also urged, as an objection to his motion, that, by 
striking out the clause of the bill, as proposed, we 
should release the two per cent. fund. He said the 
gentleman might dismiss his apprehensions on that 
score, when it had been, agaia and again, shown 
that we had already appropriated money, and taken 
liens on the fand, to the amount of more than four 
millions above the largest sum that could ever pos- 
sibly accue. And the Senator from New York 
asks, what was the objection to this clause, with 
those who would vote for the bill without i? Mr. 
C. expressed his surprise at this question. He 
asked, in turn, is it no objection to‘a bill, which is 
to be sent to the President, to tell him, in effect, 
that this money is due by the compacts with Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, and that it isto be 
reimbursed from a particular fund, when we know 
it is not so cue, and, moreover, “know that we 
never can be reimbursed? Sir, such are the facts; 
and the Senator from New York has admitted 
them, by telling us he knew that we had already 
appropriated more money to the Cumberland road 
than had, or ever woald, accrue from the two per 
cent. fund of the four States. Let gentlemen decide 
for themselves, whether, because they believe an 
appropriation cons‘itutional, they can consistently 
attach to the bill an unfounded assurance to the 
Executive, and to the country, that the amount is 
due to us by contract, and will be refunded, when 
they know it is not due, and will not be refunded. 


Mr. C. expressed his profound regret that any 
of those who supported the present Administration, 
and with whom he usually agreed, should support 
a measure of the character of the bill befure the 
Senate. Having shown, as he confidently beiieved 
he had, that there was no existing fund of either of 
the States for whose benefit this road was to be 
made, out of which we cculd be reimbursed; and 
having established, beyond contradiction from any 
quarter, that no sufficient amount could ever ac- 
crue from sales of the public lands hereafter to be 
made in those States, it followed conclusively that 
the bill could not he sus‘ained, or justified, under 
the compacts to which there had been such frequent 
reference. Under such circumstances, what was 
the naked question presented to the Senate? Mr. 
C. said, it was simp'y whether the General Govern- 
ment could make appropriations for the construc- 
tion of roads within the States, consistently with 
the Constitution, or principles of sound policy. 
That was a question he had thought settled by the 
last Administration, and he was sorry to see it dis- 
turbed by any of those who professed to be friendly 
to its principles. 

He said, it would be recollected that President 
Jackson, in his veto message on the Maysville road 
bill, and, in his subsequent messages, on similar 
measures, had laid down principles entirely unfa- 
vorable to the exercise of such power as that now 
contemplated. Toe Cumberland road, he thought, 
had been sufficiently shown to be a mere local im- 
provement, in the proper sense of those terms. 
Although it ran through several of the States, it was 
wholly unconnected with any nationalfobject—it 
was entirely in the interior of the country, and 
could not be said to be necessary to, or even to fa- 
cilitate, its defence. Not being national in its cha- 
racter, it was without and beyond the constitutional 
power of Congress; for all must admit that this 

Government was instituted for national, and not for 
State, purposes, 


„Mr. C. said, this was one of the great questions, 


of most vital interest in the quarter of the Union 
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whence he came. It was well understood that his 
constituents, with the people of the Southern States 
generally, were in favor of a strict construction of 
the Constitution of the United States, and a rigid 


‘limitation of the powers of this Government to its 


legitimate functions. During the last Presidential 
canvass, when the present Chief Magistrate was a 
Promiuent candidate before the people cf the 
Union, amongst the strongest objections urged 
against him in the South was, that he was latituadi- 


, nous in his constitutional opinions, and would fa- 


vor internal improvements by the General Govern- 


: ment. This objection was met by his friends and 
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supporters, with his pledge, that he would “follow 
in the footsteps of his illustrious predeces- 
the resolation he offered in the 
the United States, in December, 
1825, declaring that “Congress dags not pos- 
sess the power to make roads and canals within 
the States,” and by his remarks, on various occa- 


sions, expressive of his opinion that Congress 


could not constitutionally exercise any such power. 
Mr. C.said he was amongst those who then, and 


, Still, believed the President a strict constructionist, 


and opposed tu the exercise of the power in ques- 
tion. It was under this confident belief, that the 
present Chief Magistrate had received such a gene- 
rous support in the Democratic States of the South. 
The Republicans of that quarter of the Union 
thought they were co-operating with brethren of the 
same political principles, and that, when success- 
ful, the Administration would be conducted ac- 
cordingly. Mr. C. said he now entertained no 
doubt that, whenever a question involving and 
coming in conflict with those principles might be 
presented to the President, it would be met in a 
proper manner; he was firm and consistent, and 
would do his duty. He asked, was it fair, then, 
toward the President, and many of his friends, for 
another portion of them to unite with those who 
were opposed to us in constitutional opinions, in 
throwing around an appropriation (which could 
otherwise never meet his sanction) such masks and 
disguises that he could not see its true character? 
Were not those who pursued this course, in truth, 
opposing the acknowledged principles on which 
the Administration came into power, and bringing 
it into discredit with the Democratic party? 

Mr. C. thought that, for a party to act long to- 
gether, and remain united, they must entertain and 
act upon some common principles, and for com- 
mon objects. He said it must be apparent that if 


_ One poition of a political party in this country were 
in favor of a strict, and the other a latitudinous 
' construction of the Constitution—one portion in fa- 


vor of an economical, and the other an extravagant 


` and predigal administratioc—one portion in favor 
i of large appropriations to a certain class of objecis 
: in one quarter of the Union, and against snch ap- 


propriations for like objects in another quarter, 
hey could not long act together harmoniously. He 
said the mass of our p'ain, honest, iatelligent, but 
unsophisticated fellow- cit:zens,could never be made 
to understand why millions of dollars could be con- 
stitutionally appropriated for a road in Oh‘o or In- 
diana, Ilinois or Missouri, while it was held to 
be unconstitutional to do the same thing in Ten- 
nessee or Alabama, South Carolina or Georgia. 
They could not be made to unders'and—he hoped 
they never might—that the Constitution meant one 
thing north of the Ohio, and another thing en- 
tirely different on the south side of the same river. 
They understood that the Censtitution wss intended 
to impose equal burdens, and dispense equal 
benefits and blessings throughout all the States of 
the Union. Equality of rights and privileges, bur- 
dens. and benefits, amongst all the free citizens of 
this great and enlightened Republic, was the great 
principle which laid at the foundation of all our in- 
stitutions. Disregard and destroy that distinguish- 
ing characteristic, and yeu jeopard the happiness 
and prosperity of this great people,. if not the exist- 
ence of the Government itself. 
Mr. PHELPS followed in opposition to, and 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana in support of, the bill, 
when, 


On motion of Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, 
The Senate adjourned, f 
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DEBATE IN SENATE, 
Monpay, March 30, 1840. 


The bill authorizing the-iseue of Treasury notes 
was taken at one ofvlock, on the motion of 
Mr. HUBBARD, and, having been read, 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked, that he regretted, 
and the Senate ould regret, that his friend, the 
chairman of the Egmmittee on Finance, was ab- 
sent from his place. The charge of this bill would 
have devolved upon him had he been present. And 
not until within a few hours did be (Mr. H.) sup- 
pose that his honorable friend would not be able to 
be in his place. He was aware that the severe in- 
disposition of a member of his family had occa- 
sioned his absence. The Committee on Finance 
had met this morning, and had assigned to him the 
care òf this bill; and as they regard immediate action 
upon this measure of great importance, if not of. 
indispensable necessity, they had instructed him to 
press this bill upon the consideration of the Senate, 
without any delay. 

The bill which has passed the House, and is now 
before the Senate, provides— 

“That the regulations and provisions contained in the act 
passed the twelfth day of October, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty seven, entitled ‘An act to authorize 
the issuing of Treasury notes,’ and the subsequent acts in addi- 
tion thereto, be, and the same are hereby, renewed, and made in 
full force, excepting the limitations concerning the times within 
which such notes may be issued, and restricting the amount 
thereof as hereafter provided.” 

And the same bill further provides— 

“That under the regulations and provisions contained in said 
act, Treasury notes may be issued in lieu of others hereafter or 
heretofore redeemed, but not to exceed in the amount of notes 
outstanding at any one time the aggregate of five millions of 
dollars, and to be re‘leemed sooner than one year, if the means 
of the Treasury will permit, by giving notice sixty days of 
those notes which the Department is ready to redeem; no inte- 
restto be allowed thereon after the expiration of said sixty 
days. And that this act shall continue in force one year and 
no longer.” 

As this bill, so essential to the public service, so 
intimately connected with the preserva icn of the 
public credit, had been opposed with so much de- 
termination, he felt himself now ca!led upon to ask 
the candid attention of the Senate, while he went 
into a fullexamination of its provisions. And in 
the out-et he must be permitted to say, that this 
meacure is no bank in disguise; that it has no di- 
rect or remote relation to any such institution. Ft 
is simply a measure to borrow five millions of dol- 
lars for the use of the Government. It originated 
where such measures should originate, in the popu- 
lar branch; and the bill is to be sustained, and tus- 
tained only upon that clause of the Constitution 
which gives-authority to Congress ‘‘to borrow mo- 
ney on the credit of -the United States” He 
should’ not attempt to sustain the b:ll upon any 
other principle. It was then, in his judgment, 
nothing more nor less than a bill to borrow a spe- 
cified sum for the use and upon the credit of the 
United States, 

As the first section of this bill seeks to revive the 
provisions of the act of the 12:h of October, 1837, 
authorizing the issue of Treasury notes—and the 
acts having connection therewith, which were sub- 
sequently passed by Congress, he proposed to ex- 
amine those acts with much particularity, in order 
to shoy that the character of this measure was such 
and such only, as he bad given it. 

The act which was passed on the 12th of Octo- 
ber, 1837, was “anact to authorize the issuing of 
Treasury notes;” was an act, in other words, autho- 
rizing the issue of certificates of public debt. And 
the notes which were issued under and in pursu- 
ance of the act of October, 1237, were but the pro- . 
mises of the Government to pay thé amount of mo? 
ney specified. And be was unab’e to distinguish 
between the ig:ue of these notes by. the Government, 
and the issue of notes for a like object, by indivi- 
duals, so far as it went to give a definite character 
to the transaction. If an individual wi-hed to 
raise money for his convenience, he issues his own 
written promise to pay. It is evidence of the debt 
of the individual, and it is evidence of the engage- 
ment of the same individual to redeem that dept. 
And precisely so with the Government; it vont 
money; it issued in the mode required by law its 
evidences of debt, and its promises of payment. - In 
both cases the want of immediate means for use 
induced the transaction. And as no doubt could 
be entertained that in the case of the individual it 
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would be a loan upon his credit—equally clear is 
it that in the case of the Government it would em- 
phatically be a loan of the ten millions obtained un- 
der the act of October, 1837. The issue was made 
upon the credit of the Government; the means 
were procured upon that issue by the faith of the 
Government which was pledged for the redemp- 
tion of the debt incurred. And if it so happened 
that these Treasury notes entered into the circu- 
lation of the country, that circumstance did not tend 
to change the character of the transaction. The 
negotiable paper of an individual, upon which he 
may obtain a loan, may enter into circulation; it 
may pass from band te hand by assignment and 
delivery, but the original transaction is, neverthe- 
less, the same. 

By the first section of the act referred to, the 
President of the United States is authorized to cause 


Treasury notes, fur such sum or sums as the exi- 


geoc'es of the Government may require, to be pre- 
pared and issued, limiting the amount of issue to 
ten millions of doilars—giving to that responsible 
officer of he Government, in other words, the 
power to bcrrow ton millions of dollars, if the exi- 
gencies of the country should demand it. The 
notes which were to be issued, signed, and coun- 
tersigned, could not be regarded in any other light. 


And if they should get into circulation—pass fiom | 


one to another—it may be answered that the certi- 
ficates of the funded debt were a‘ike assignable, 
and passed from one to another. By the second 
section of the act of the 12th of October, 1837, 
the tme character is given to this transaction. It is 
there expressly provided that these notes shall be re- 
imbursed and redeemed by the United States, at 
the Treasury, after the expiration of one year 


. from the dates of the notes, respectively. The 


same section provides that ihe rate of interest 
shall be fixed by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with the approbation of the President, and that 
thev shall not draw interest after the expiration of 
sad year—distinctly evincing the period of dora- 
tion tor this loan, and solemnly pledging the faith 
of the Government for the reimbursement of tne 
nots issued, or of the loan contracted. The true 
character is here given to this transaction. 

The exigencies of the country then required the 
use of ten millions of dollars. The President was 
au'hor.zed to make the loan in the mode prescr. bed. 
The taith of the United States was pledged for its 
redemption. : 

The third section of the act of October, 1837, 
designates the manner of execating these certifi- 
cates of the public debt, and requires the Secretary 
to account for the notes delivered to him. 

The fourth seciion repudiates the idea that this 
issue of Treasusy notes wasto be regarded as pa- 
per money, and anqualifiedly establishes the posi- 
tion before assumed, that the issue was bat to car- 
ry out the loan which had been contracted by the 
Government. That section provides that the 


Secretary of the Treasury, under the direction of | 


the President, cause a portion of said notes to be 


issued in payment of debts due by the Uni'ed States : 


to such public creditors as may choose to receive 
sach notes in payment. And the Secretary of the 
Treasury is farther anthorized, with the approba- 
tion of the President, to borrow, from time to time, 
sach sums as the President may think expedient on 
the credit of such: notes, There seems to be no 


room left for cavil—it is as clear as light—that this- 


emission of Treasury notes is not to constitate, by 
the act of the Government, any portion of the cir- 
culating medium of the country, but merely to ena- 


. ble the Executive to perfect the loan which, by the ` 
terms of the act, be is authorized to obtain, and to ` 
issue these notes as evidences of the debt, and as ` 


engagements to refand. 


The fifth section, in terms, makes them of the ` 
same negotiable character as the old certificates of 
the fanded debt, and makes them assignable like : 


the negotiable paper of individuals. 


These Treasary notes are made receivable for 
The other | 


duties, taxe#;sand for public lands. 
portions of the wet of Octeber, 1837, need not be 
particularly quoted. They provide that the holder 
shall reeeive the principal and the interest spe~ 
cified. give authorily to the Secretary to 
purchase the onfstanding notes. And the act fúr- 
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ther provides for the panishment of all persons 
who shall counterfeit said notes. And it requires the 
Secretary of the Treasury to cause a statement to 
be published monthly of the amount of all Trea- 
sury notes issued or redeemed in pursuance of the 
provisions of the act. It gives no authority to re- 
issue the notes once issued, or to issue new notes 
in their stead. 

By the act of May 21, 1838, the Secretary of the 
Treasury is authorized to issue new notes in place 
of such as have been or may be issued, under the 
authority of the act of October, 1837, and which 
have been, or which may hereafter be, paid into 
the Treasury, and cancelled. By the actof March 
2, 1839, an authority is given to issue, at any time 
prior to the 30'h of June then nex’, the remainder 
of the Treasury notes authorized to be issued by 
the act of May 21, 1838, to meet the current ex- 
penses of the Government. 


Such has been the legislation of Congress here- 
tofore in relation to this subject. And the bill now 
upon the table proposes to re-enact and revive for 
one year the pre existing legislation of Congress 
upon this same subject-matter. And he would ad- 
| dress himself to the intelligence and patriotism of 
the Senate, whether the bill is objectionable in 
terms—whether the condition of the Treasury does 
not imperious!y require the immediate adoption of 
thi¢ measure. He waz sure he should not make 
this appeal in vain. He held in his band a 


` statement which had recently been received from 
' the Secretary of the Treasury, and which went to 


exhibit the true conditiyn of the Treasury at the 


i present time; and if this paper could be relied on, 
_ and he could not doubt that it merited our entire 


confidence, there was a necessity for immediate 
action upon the bill befure the Senate. 


Receiptsand Expenditures since January 1, 1840. 
. RECEIPTS AND MEANS. 
Balance in the Treasury and available on the let of January, 


- 


near - - - . 
Received in January, from customs, near $1,250.000 


oh ? 


. from lands 6 
Received in February, from customs - 1.510 000 
. from lands - 120,090 
Received in March, from customs - 1,400,000 
Do. from lands - 150,000 


Ordinary receipt ` è: . < 4,630,000 
Collected since 1st January from indebted deposite 
banks, about . < . ` 400,000 
Aggregate means in first quarter $7.280 000 
BXPBNDITURES. 
In January, > - - - $1,255,753 
In February, : - : - 1,427.687 
In March, : . . : - 1,650.000 
Aggregate for ordinary objects, - 4,383 440 
Since the lat of January, redeeming Treasury notes, 
paid about = - - - - - ,400 000 
Available balance in Treasury, say 1,646,560 
$7,230,000 


ge 

Nors —The above expenses include what has been actually 

aid for pensions, but would have been larger, if all called for 

ad been advanced, by about - > - 500,000 

This amount has been postponed a few weeks, 

Tf the usual appropriation bills had passed, there 

would have been due and paid under them more, by - 
Ni - 


ear . - : : - , 
These two last amounts will soon be required, and, besides 
them and the ordinary expenditures in the rest of the year, al- 
moat one million and a quarter more will be needed to redeem 
Treasury notes falling due in May, 


It will be seen, by a reference to this communi- 
cation from the Secretary of the Treasury, that the 
amount in the Treasury on the Ist of January ex- 
ceeded, by about seven hundred thousand doilars, 
the sum estimated to be in the Treasury by the Se- 


The difference undoubtedly arose from the receipts 
from imports and from the sale of lands exceeding 


the last December, 1839. 

It may be said here, as it haz been said else- 
where, why is this measure now called for? Why 
did not the Secretary, in his annual report, s-ate 
distinctly and directly that this amount would be 
required? There has been a misapprehension upon 
the subject of that officer’s annual report in relation 
to this very matter. It had been said, on the floor 
of the Senate, on a former occasion, that the Se- 
cretary had estimated the means and the expendi- 
tures for the current year, and hal informed Con- 
gress that the former would enable him to meet the 
expenditgres as estimated, and leave in the Trea- 


cretary, in his annual report upon the finances. . 


the estimate of the Secretary for the quarter ending _ 
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sury, on the Ist day of January, 1841, over a mil- 
lion of dollars. 

This is true to the letter; and the Secretary has 
not, in his recent communication, retracted any 
part of the statement made in his annual report. In 
that official document, he distinc!ly stated, nct only 
the aggregate amount of the available means in the 
Treasury, but he also officially transmitted to Con- 
gress an estimate of the expenditures of the year. 
This estimate of expenditures that distinguished 
public officer is in no way responsible for; it is 
made up at the several Departments, and the heads 
of those Departments inform the Secretary of the 
Treasury what sum will be necessary for the sup- 
port of his own Department. The Secretary ar- 
ranges these various communications, and, upon a 
proper classification, he reports to Congress what 
sums are estimated as the aggregate of the public ex- 
pend.tures for the current year; and his statement 
that there will be in the Treasury, on the Ist of 
January, 1841, a million of dollars, is predicated 
upon the fact that all the means he has estimated 
shall be available, and that the expenditures do Lot 
exceed the estimates. He could make no other re- 
port; and he would have been false to his trust, if 
he had given an honest account of the means, and 
a faithful exhibit of the estimated expenditures, 
and it should result, from such an expose, that the 
former would exceed the latter by a million of dol- 
lars, if he had said, I want from Congress a still fur- 
ther sum of five millions of dollars. 

Such aconrse of conduct is not in accordance 
with the known vigilance, fidelity, and uprightness 
of that public officer. But let it not be supposed 
that the Secretary has made any conrealments. 
What has he said in his report? After giving a de- 
tailed statement of the means with which the Trea- 
sury may be supplied in the course of the year, as 
follows: 


“From the best information possessed by -this department, it 
iseomputed that the aggregateof means available for public 

urposes, will not exceed $18,600,000, viz. frem 

ustoms : : ‘ : - $15 000,000 
Lands - . + 3,600,000 
Miscellaneous - A - : + 100,000 - 
‘Add to these the balance available and applicable . 

to other purposes, which it is supposed will be 


in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1940 1,556,385 


The efficient means in that year will then amount, 
in the aggregate, to - . . - 20,156,385 
If Congress should make appropriations to the exs ` ` 

tent desired by the different departments, the ex- 
penditures for 1840, independent of the redemp- 
tion of Treasury notes, are estimated at - 
Including all the Treasury notes to be redeemed, 
the aggregate expenditure would be about ` . 
This wouldleave a deficit in the Treasury, at the 
close of the year, amounting to - . . 
But there wi!l be due from the United States Bank, 
in September next, on its fourth bond about . 
The principal now due on the Treasurer’s deposites 
in other banks, which suspended specie payments 
in 1837,is - : - . : - 1,149,904 
Should ail ‘hese claims be collected in 1846, they 
would prevent a deficiency, and leave an availa- 
ble balance in the Treasury, of nearly ~- - 1,082,866 


He adds, for the information of Congress, and 
most properly adds, that tit is not, however, con- 
sidered prudent to rely exclusively on the collec- 
tien of these debts.” And in another partof the 
game report, the Secretary, after informing Con- 
gress of the aid which had been given to the De- 
partment in time of temporary embarrassment-—by 
authorizing the issue of Treausury no:es—had 
further added that ies 

“The Department is now without any resort, temporary OF 
permanent, in case of material deficiencies; and considering all 
the circumstances before mentioned, with the dangerous lia- 
bility in Jaw to haye the whole of the outstanding Treasury ~ 
notes paid inat any moment for public dues, withouta power 
remaining to issue others in their stead; considering, also, the 
present revulsions in the commercial world, which affect so 36- 
riously the receipts from both duties and lands; considering the 
disasters which are befalling the banks, and rendering our col- 
fected funds in some cases wholly unavailable, and the sdvan- 
ces necessary to be soon made forthe large hed aoe of pen- 
sions, and Treasury notes falling due in March, the earliest at- _ 
tention to new legislation on this subject seems highly prudent, 
if not indispensable, for the effectual security of the public - 
credit.” : 

In the extracts made from the Secretary’s report, 
it is manifest that he has put Congress in posses- 
sion of all the informaticn which could be material 
for their action. And by more recent communiea- 
tions the same facts are repeated. : 

The Secretary says, in a report made by him to 
the President, under date of 15th of Febuary, that 
“after the lapse of nearly three months, the views 


expressed in his annual repert remain unchanged.” 


20,000,000 
22,750,000 
2,503,615 
2,£26,576 
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This bill is called for at this time not for the rea- 
_gon that the ordinary means coming into the Trea- 
suty will not be sufficient to meet the ordinary ex- 
nditures, but for the reason that the expendi- 
tares have. been extraordinary in the month of 
March, and will be unusually large in April and 
May. The statement from the Secretary shows 
for what purposes the expenditures have been made 
up to this time. It is known also that there is now 
outstanding Treasury notes amounting fo a million 


anda half of dollars. This sum mast be paid in | 
Apriland May. These considerations should in- | 


dace the Senate now to concur with the House in 
the paseage of this bill. It is a fact known to him 
that the Departments have been without pay for 


the last quarier; that our judges are without their | 


quarter yearly salaries; our courts without the ne- 
cessaty mehns for their support. 
- It is troe that the current appropriation bills have 


not passed the House, and owing to that circum- 


stance the Treasury Department has been enabled 
hitherto to sustain the credit of the Government. 
` And all he had to say in conclasion was, that he 
hoped the Senate would ce-operate with him in 
now passixg the bill before us. It is a measure 


called for by every consideration of public justices - 


by every feeling of patriotism; by the unavoidable 


expenditares of the Treasury Department which | 


have recently taken place, and which are in pros- 
‘pect. Tuis notto be regarded as a permanent mea- 
sure, but merely to afford that temporary aid and 
relief which an extraordinary expenditure of pub- 
lic money in the recent payment of pensions and in 
the extinguishment of a large portion of the public 
debt, has oczasioned. He trusted, then, he should 
‘find the Senate prepared to carry this measure 
through without delay. 
After some remarks from Mr. WEBSTER, 
Mr. HUBBARD said: 
Mr. Presipent: I rejoice that the Senator from 
Massachuse'ts concurs with mein opini n that this 
bill ought to pass. T.antic'pated such an avowal, 
‘as we are both members of the Committee on 
Finance, and of course presumed: to be acquainted 
- wita the present financial condition of the Go- 
veinment; and he, as well as myself, could not 
doabt, from’ what has been communicated to that 
commitiee, that the present wants and necessities 
of ‘the: Treasury called for the immediate passage 
of the bit! before us. This fact was well known 
to me; and the knowledge of this fact must 
have led the ‘honorable Senator to declare that 
he should make no opposition to this measure. 
In this, then, we ag ‘ee: that the amount specified in 
this bili, at least, Congress is now bound to provide 
for the use of the Government. We also agree 
fn another fact: that this bill is nothing more nor 


less than giving authority to the Administration | 


to` contract a loan upon the credit of the Govern- 
ment for five millions of dollars. I stated in my 
opening remarks, and I now repeat, that this bill 
can be sustained upon no other princip'e than as 
a loan. Under that clause of the Constitution, 
Authorizing Corgress “to botiaw money upon the 


credit of the United States,” I have heretofore de- | 


fended measures similar to the bill under considera- 
tion. Under that same constitutional provision 
alone, I now sustain and defend this measure. I 
Tegard it as `a loan, and nothing but a loan. It is 
of no earthly importance what are the peculiar 

~ terms of the bill, or whatare its general provisions. 
The object is clearly set forth in the act of October, 
1837; which act the bill before us seeks to revive; 
and, as I said when up before, that, from beginning 
to end, that act gave authority to contract a debt of 


ten millions of dollars; to borrow that sum upon | 
to issue, in the form || 


the faith of the United States; 
of Treasnry notes of the denomination of fifty dol- 
- dars-and upwards, as the evidences of this debt, and 
‘pledged the faith of the United States for its ultimate 
redemption and payment. The present bill is sub- 
stantially the same; of itself it contains no impor- 
tant provisions; itie enacts merely the law of 1837. 
True it is, that it proposes to borrow only five 
millions of dollars; but, in all other essential par- 
ticulars, it is like, and is to be determined by, the 
act of 1837, and the subsequent acts of Congress 
upon this subject. Wih the Senator from Mas- 


I! 


= 


sachusetts, then, I entirely concur that this biil is | 
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merely a proposition for a loan; and notwithstanding 
the character which has been formerly given on this 
floor to kindred measures, and the character which 
has been given elsewhere to this very measute, 
notwithstanding it has been violently assailed as a 
Government Basak, that it conferred the power to 
issue Government paper, and that that paper was 
designed to enter into the circulation of the country 
asmoney. Notwithstanding these attacks upon, 
and these objections to the bill, I cannot but regard 
them all as without foundation. I have endeavored 
to examine well this whole matter; I have, with 


much care, Jooxed into the former legislation of | 


Congress, and I have come to the conclusion that 


stch attacks were wholly unwarranted; that such | 
objections were wholly unsustained; and I have not — 
been able to come to any different resuit than the | 
one expressed by the Senator from Massachusetts, _ 
that the bill gave authority to contract a loan for . 


the use of the Government. All its other provi- 


: sions were but mere details to carry into effect the | 


object in view. I not only regard the measure be- 
fore us as a proposition fora loan, but I regard the 
mode and manner of contracting this loan with 
great favor. It comes strongly recommended to 
my mind. I have rcflected much upon the objec- 
tions which have,dime and again,been urged against 
this part'cular mode of making a Joan, avd I must 
say thatitis,in my judgment, greatly to be pre- 
ferred to the usual and customary mode of con- 
tracting loans by the Government. The mode 
pointed out in the bill upon the table avoids all the 
delays necessarily incident to the other. There 
are no public advertisements; no circumlocution; 
no opening of books for subscription to the loan; no 
carrying our wants abroad; no humiliating appeal 


|! tothe moneyed power of Europe; no seeking ac- 


commodations from the bankers of England, Hol- 
land, or France—all this is avoided. The amount 


wanted is named in the bill, the Treasury notes or . 


certificates of debt are at once issued of every de- 
nomination of fifty and exceeding fifty dollars, and 
an appeal is at once made by otr own Government 
to the subjects of that Government. Every indivi- 
dual of the community has the oprortun ty of con- 
tributing to its aid and relief. Experience has al- 


‘ready shown that this mode of negotiating tempo. 
The local | 


rary loans has been most successful. 
institutions of the States; indiv:duals in the interior 
sections of the country, as well as the capi- 
talists of our cities, have, with alacrity, 
come to the relief of the Government 
with a strong and controlling feeling of patriotism; 


they have advanced their means as the exigencies | 


of their country demanded. It is for such conside- 
rations that I have an abiding predilection for. this 
mode of negotiating and perfecting a loan. In 
time of peace, in my judgment, it should be inva- 


‘riably adopted. As untoreseen and unanticipated 


expenditures may be necessary, as deficiencies in 
the Treasury may arise, as there may. be for a 


time a want of immediate means to carry on the | 


operations of the Government, and to sustain the 
public faith, in all such events, I would resort to 
this mode of pledging the public credit, in prefe- 
rence to others, tn order to relieve the Treasury 
from such temporary embarras«ments. 


I would invariab'y resort to it to meet such an ex- 


igency as now exists, to afford that temporary aid ° 
which the condition of the Treasury at this time so | 


imperiously requires. There are my views. They 


have been formed after a full consideration of the | 
act of October, 1837. I gave that measure my | 
I gave to the acts of May, 1838, and of 

I shail give to this bi'l ` 


support. 
March, 1839, my support. 


` my support. : 
I do not purpose, Mr. President, to follow the ` 


Senator in many of the remarks which he has sub- 
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In no point | 
-of view, therefore, is this mode of raising money |: 
for public purposes objectionable, in my judgment. | 


mitied, having no immediate connection, as I can ` 


see, with the bill before us. 
however, gone into a full examination of the pre- 
sent condition ot the Treasury, and its past, pre- 
sent, and prospective means, its past, present, and 
prospective expenditures. 
of the Senator’s remarks some notice. The Sena- 
tor has adverted to the tariff as it now exists, and 
to such a modificat:on of the tariff as he would de- 


The Senator has, | 


I will give'to this part ` 


| selves in silks on public occasions. 


upon the Government fort 
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sire to have estab'ished. He has told us that hz 
would, for the purpose of supplying the Treasury 
with available means, impose at once a duty upon 
silks. He has informed us of the gross amount of 
the importation of that article for the last year, and 
has deduced from that fact that even a moderate 
duty would bring millions annually into the Trea- 
sury. I agree to all this, and shall be as ready as 
that Senator, or as any other, so to regulate at once 
the tariff, as to impose duties on all luxuries now 
exempt from duty. I may add silks, as a laxury, 
are a most legitimate object for an impost duty, 
and I feel myse'f bound by no pretended compro- 
mise. Buton this point the gentlemen upon the 
other side do not concur in opinion. Sir, I well 
remember that a most distinguished advocate ot 
a protective tariff—a political friend of the Sesa: 
tor, on a certain occasion, contended, according to 
my best recollection, that this very article should 
come in free of duty, to enable the wives and 
daughters of our industrious farmers to dress them- 
But I go with 
the Senator from Massachusetts for the duty; and 
whenever a bill shall come from the other House, 
where such measures must originate, I will follow 
the lead of the Senator as far as he has indicated, 
with this qualification, my object will be to regu- 
late a tariff of duties for the purpose of reve- 
nue, and for the purpose of revenue alone, 
and if protection shall incidentally be afford- 
ed, so be it; but I go not for a tariff looking to pro- 
tection; against such a policy 1 enter now my en- 
tire and unqualified dissent. Revenue, and reve- 
nue alone must be the great object of any tariff of 
duties which can receive my aid. I will go with 
the Senator, als», to keep the duty off from tea and 
coffee. These articles are of such universal use— 
enter so largely into the consumption of the pcorer 
classes of the community—that I leok upon them, 
as they are looked upan by those very classes, as 
necessaries of life. Whilea member of the other 
Hou-e, | wen! to repeal the duties on tea and cof- 
fe2, and to reduce the duty on salt. The same 
considerations which induced the one act induced all; 
and whenever a proper occasion shali come, I shall 
be ready togo with my worhy friend upon my 


! left, (Mr. Benton ] to repeal the remaining duty 


on salt. I regard this artic’e as an indixpensable 
necessary of life. I would have it come to us as 
free from duty as the air we breathe, or the water 
we drink. | 

{Mr. Benton here signified his satisfaction with 
the last remarks ] 


“But, Mr. President, my friend from Missonri 


‘tust not infer that I am prepared to go with him 


for the repeal of the fishing bounties, or the allow- 
ances given to our fiching vessels. I am not pre- 
pared at this time of day to support ‘o that extent 
the project of the Senator from Missouri. I hope 
that when that sabject shall come before the Senate, 
that I shall be prepared to show that other and im- 
portant considerations induced this system of boun- 
ties and allowance than the mere amount of foreign 
silt used by the fi-hermen. 

[ have said, Mr. President, that I was in favor 
of this bill, and in favor of this mode of obtaining 
money for the use of the Government. I have 


said that, for temporary purposes, to relieve the 


Treasury from some sudden and unlooked for em- 
harrassment, this manner of procuring money up- 
on the public credit was altogether desirable. I£ 
the question was a loan of long continuance, I 
might think differently. But with reference to this 
particular bill, it meets with my entire approba- 
tion. I donot agree, however, that this measure 
is to borrow five miliions of dollars for the period 
of two years. Itis true, that the Secretary of the 
Treasury may, on the last day of the past year, if 
there are no certificates outstanding, make a new 
i-sne of the whole amount for one year. But the 
biil itself is limited to asingle year, and the A 
tary of the Treasury is bound to redeem a in 
a less time, if the meansof the department will en- 
able him to doit on AN ea a Pane 
jo 
I have no fears then that ee n ol ie rears. 
i of things, it appears to me, that sach 
In the materald not be accomplished. I have fall 
faith in the head of the Treasury Department, and 


826 
26ru Conc... Ist Sess. 


Treasury Note Bill—Mr, Hubbard. 


. APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mar. 1840. 
Senate. 


experience will show that he has not over-estimated 
h s means, and that even before the expiration of 
one year, mostof the notes will be redeemed, and 
redeemed with the means wihin the control of 
that Department—and if the Secretary has not erred 
jn his estimate of the receipts into the Treasury 
for the current year; if he has not fixed too high bis 
available mean-; and if Congress shall keep the ap- 
propriations within the estimates, instead of there 
being any oceasion for the issue of Treasury notes 
at the end of the first year to, sustain the credit of 
the country, there will then be in the Treasury, 
subject to draft, over a million of dollars. What 
earthly reason, then, could possibly induce the Secre- 
tary to issue five millions of dollars at the close of 
the present year? I know of none—and I believe 
it would be difficult toconceive ofany,consistent with 
the known integrity of that officer. Letthe bill 
pass, and my word for it the five millions will find 
their way back to the Treasury Department before 
the expiration of a single year, should peace re- 
main within our bordeis, and no unusual or extra- 
orninary 2ppfopriation cf the public money be 
called for. 

The Senator from Massachusetts has remarked 
upon the estimate cf means and expendilures as 
contained in the Secretary’s annual report on the 
finances; and from the course of his argument 


I infer that, ‘in bis opinion, that officer has over- | 
estimated the one, and underestimated the other; | 


and that, instead of there being in the Treasury on 
the first of January, 1841, a million of dolars, 
that there will be a deficit; and that even the 
amount intended to be raised by the bill before us, 
will prove insufficient to cover that deficit; that at 
the commencement of the Administration of 1841, 
the Government will find itself involved in a na- 
tional debt of millions. This may be so. The esti- 
mated means may not prove available. In that 
event, no blame could be imputed to the Treasury 
Department, or to the General Administration. The 
expenditures may go far beyond the estimates. In 
` that event, no blame could be imputed to the Admi- 
nistration. Congress itself is alone responsible for 
the public expenditures. The Secretary of the 
Treasury has nothing to do with the public appro- 
priations; he submits to Congress an estimate of 
the expenditures required for the year; he makes 
known the means at bis command, and the charac- 
terof those means. If Congress make appropria- 
tions in disregard of his estimate of expeaditures, 
or if the means on which he relies should fail him, 
it would indeed be true, that an entirely different 
result would follow from sacha state of things, 
than that stated in the annual report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. But, Mr. President, there 
is no mystery in this whole matter; that statement 
is made with great precision and clearness; it dis- 
closes the means of the Department, the character 
and source of those means; it exhibits the expen- 
ditures required; and unless the Government should 
have some collision with England—unless our 
country should become involved in war—it is idle 
to talk of a public debt being fastened upon us at 
the commencement of another year. No such 
event wil or can take place, unless our existing 
controversies with Great Britain should involve us 
in war, of which I admit there is some probability: 
and I would rather have it come, with all its evils, 
than to see arood of our soil surrendered, or the 

honor of our country compromitted. 
Is there any probability that the Secretary will 


not realize all the means he has estimated? Is there | 


any doubt that the receipts into the Treasury dur- 
ing the course of the present year, from all sources, 
will amount, in the aggregate, to $20,000,600? 
Will he not realize fitteen mi‘lions from cus- 
toms? Will he not receive three millions from the 
sale of the public lands? This estimate of receipts 
‘was made at the commencement of the quarter 
ead ng on the last of December. He then told us 
that there would be in the Treasury, on the first of 
January, 1840, a million and a half of dollars. Has 
not his estimate been exceeded? Dces it. not 
distinctly appear, from a communication he read to 
the Senate when he was up before, that the balance 
in the Treasury, instead of a million and a half, 
was two millions and two hundred thousand dol- 
lars} He commences the year, then, with more 


means than he anticipated; and this excess beyond 
the estimate must have been derived from imporis and 
from land sales; it could not have in the main been 
produced from payments on the debts due the Go- 
verament from the old deposite banks, for it distinctly 
appears from the paper read, that from that source 
the Secretary has received the sum of seven hundred 
thousand dollars. It follows, then, from this ex- 
hibit, that seven hundred thousand dollars were re- 
ceived into the Treasury in the last quarter of the 
last year more than were anticipated. It also re- 
sults, from an examination of the same communi- 
cation, that the receipts into the Treasury for the 
first quarter of the present year have exceed- 
ed the average estimates for that quarter; 
and if the coming quarters do not fall short 


it will be found that the Secretary has not . 


overestimated his available means, arising either 
from the customs or the lands. It is true, the Bank 


of the United States may not promptly pay the . 


sum falling due in September next; and it may so 


happen that the old deposite banks may not extin- | 
gaish the balances against them; but this is not to ` 


be presumed; but should it so happen that the en- 
tire indebtedness of these institutions should not be 
cancelled, is there no way to supply the deficiency 
which might thus be occasioned, without a resort to 
a loan? Yes, sir, there is a mode, and in my judg- 
ment it is our bounden duty, by immediate legis- 
lation, to adopt that mode, by correcting the judi- 
cial constructions given to the tariff act of 1833, 
in consequence of which, millions will be, without 
right, and against the intention of Congress, ab- 
siracted from the Treasury. Let there be prompt 


legislation upon this subject. Let the existing tariff | 
acts be fairly executed. Let them be carried into full | 


effect; and, as the Senator proposes, let there be even 
a moderate duty now imposed on silks and other 
luxuries, and we- shall find from these sources an 
accession to the available means of the Treasury 
in the course of this very year, of at least three 
millions of dollars. And why should not all this 
be done, if the existing tariff laws have received 
such judicial. constructions as to deprive the 
Treasury of the pecuniary benefit which it was 
designed they should afford. Why not correct, by 
an immediate declaratory act, the evil? Itin no 
way affec's the compromise bill; for it in truth 
would be carrying out the true intent of that bill. 
Why not impose the duty on silks? Such a duty is 
called for by every consideration. I would then, 
without delay, afford to the Department all the aid 
which would result from such legislation; and 
from a document I have seen, coming from the 
head of that Department, if this be done, then, 
without any interference with compromises, we 
should, without doubt, add to our means at least 
the sum I have before named. But there is another 
source of revenue which may come in aid of the 
Treasury. Should the graduation bill at this ses- 
sion become the law of the land, the effect would 
be to bring a million or two millions of dollars 
immediately into the Treasury from that source. 
Iam aware of the opinion that the strong friends 
of this measure entertain on this point; but I deal 
in no extravagances. If that bill passes at the pre- 
sent séssion,I firmly believe that within a year 
from its passage, the Treasury will derive the aid 
from that source which I have stated. But even 
if there should be no legislation of Congress with 
reference to the judicial construction of the tariff 
act of 1833; if.there should be no duty imposed 
on silks; if there shou'd be no graduation bill 
passed; yet I have full confidence that the Secre- 
tary will be able to count on the means he has 
mentioned. If so, all will end well. I have, Mr. 
President, since the committee assigned to 
me the defence of the bill before us, endeavored 
to ascertain what has been the action of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means of the other House 
with reference to the public appropriation bills; 
and Iam most happy to say that they have been 
reported to the House, and that they will be found 
to be within the estimates; in truth, it will be seen 


| that a less sum in the aggregate has been reported 


in the general appropriation bills than was estimated. 

If, then, there is to be no material deficiency in 
means, as the experience of the quarter just ended 
evinces; if there is to be Ro appropriation materi- 
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ally exceeding the estimates of expenditures, as the 


bills whieh have already been reported to the 
other House show, then it follows that, instead of 
being in debt at the end of the year, we shall have 
in the Treasury an available balance, exceeding a 
million of dollars. Instead of the five millions of 
Treasury notes remaining unpaid, we shall find 
that the fidelity and perseverance of the head of the 
Department, before the coming in of another Admi- 
nistration, will have extinguished every such certi- 
ficate of public debt. 

Whatever may be the sentiments of others, I 
have read with much satisfaction the Secretary’s 
annual report upon the finances. I have disco- 
vered, in the perusal of that document, the Jead- 
ing purpose of that public officer—to take no 
more money from the people than is wanted for 
the use of the Government. I admire his estimate 
of means and expenditures, and the result of these 
estimates as exhibited in his report. There will 
be a million of dollars in the Treasury after meet- 
ing all the public expenditures indispensably ne- 
cessary. Thisis as it should be. Why or where- 
fore should money in taxes, direct or indirect, be 
drawn from the pockets of the people, more than is 
required for.an economical administration of our 
Government?) Why should the balance-sheet show 
millions upon millions ia the Treasury at the com- 
mencement of every year? Why shall this be 
done, unless for the purpose of hoarding up the 
money unnecessarily abstracted from the people? 
I know that this practice was condemned by those 
who opposed the passage of the Independent Trea- 
sury bill; and in the perusal of the Secretary’s re- 
port, I have seen that this Administration can be 
in no sense obnoxious to any such charge. 
Another benefit results from every such expose of 
our financial affairs; it teaches economy; it pre- 
vents useless and extravagant appropriations; it 


‚leads Congress to husband their means, and look 


wellto their expenditures. And while I frankly 
avow the satisfaction I experienced in the perusal 
of ihis report of the Secretary, I believe that I do 
not mistake public opinion, when I add that the 
tax payers of the whole country will give to it their 
unqualified approbation.$ ` l 
The honorable Senator has given us a statement 
of the expenditures of the Government for the last 
three years. He has referred to the deposite act 
of 1836; to the obligations under that act to depo- 
site with the States what should be in the National 
Treasury on the first of January, 1837, after de- 
ducting therefrom the sum of five millions of dol- 
lars. Hehas informed us that the Administration _ 
has failed to deposite the last instalment with the 
States, as required by the act of June, 1836; and 
that this sum of nine millions went—with the five © 
millions reserved for public use in the Treasury on 
the first of January, 1837, with what had been col- 
lected from the Bana cf the United States: with'n 
the last three years—to swell the extraordinary 
means of the Government to twenty millions of 
dollars at least. f i , 
I wish to offer a word or two in relation to this 
matter, although it seems co have no very direct 
connection with the Treasury Note bill. It has, 
Mr. President, heretof sre been urged that the States 
had a right to this nine millions of dollars; that the 
Government was bound to make a deposite with 
the States of the entire amount ın the Treasury on 
the first of January, 1837, after the deduction of 
the five millions; that it was due to the States, and 
due to the States from the General Government. 
Against these positions I entirely dissent. The 
money was the property of the United States, and 
not of the individual States; and when and where 
deposited was for the benefit and to the credit and 
on account of the former; and in the event of aay 
pecuniary embarrassment occurring after the pas- 
sage of the deposite act, if the Administration had 
continued to withdraw the public moneys from the 
public Treasury and deposite them with the States, 
it would have been false to its trust, and would 
have justly merited the condemnation of the Ame- 
rican people. I admit that the Secretary of the 
Treasury did not, under the act of 1836, deposite 
with the States the last quarter of the amount cn 
hand, January 1, 1837; and why and wherefore 
was this? Is not the reason known and well undete 
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stood? Did not alt the local banks of the country 
suspend specie payments in May, 1837? Not only 
those institations having the public money, but 
others, as it were, by a united concert, at a given 
moment, refused to pay their paper and to redeem 
their debts? I refer to these facts to show for what 
-reason the General Government failed to place in 
‘deposite with the States the remaining por- 
tion of the public fonds required under 
the act of 1836.. It was because the failure 
of the local banks of the country had put the pub- 
Fic money without the control of the Governmcat. 
The Senator has very correctly stated that the nine 
millions, in addition to the amount in the Treasury 
-on the first of January, 1837, and in addition to 
-the five ‘millions received from the Bank of the 
United States has, since that period, been expended 
by the Government beyond the ordinary Teceipts 
into the Treasury. The Senator has very correctly 
stated that the amount which had been collected 
from the Bank of the United States; the balance in 
the Treasury on first of January, 1837; and the 
sum remaining not deposited with the States, as re- 
-quired by the act of 1836, formed an aggregate of 
over twenty millions of dollars, and that these were 
extraordinary means placed at the disposal of the 
‘Administration; and that since: that period, this 
whole sum, together with the usual receipts into 
the Treasury from all other sources, had been al- 
‘most wholly exhausted—so that the balance in the 
“Treasury on the first of January last, was reduced 
toa million and a half of dollars; and hence the 
‘Senator would have us believe, not only that the 
expenditures have been extravagant, but that the 
estimates of the expenditures for the current year 
must of necessity be too low. Little indeed did I 
suppose that the honorable Senator would have 
-stated—as he has most correctly stated—the amount 
‘of the extraordinary expenditures for the last three 
years, without having distinctly informed the Se- 
nate what had taken place to have rendered such an 
extraordinary expenditure ‘of the public money in- 
dispensable. Surely the Senator well knows that du- 
ring this whole period we have been engaged in a 
most disastrous and expensive war with the Semi- 
noles. Mr. President, I have not before me the offi- 


cial reports in relation to the great expenditure for | 


‘the prosecution of the Indian war. But it has been 
said heretofore by Senators in the Opoosition that 
this war had already cost the Government over 
twenty millions. Notexactly so; but there can be 
no doubt that it has called for the appropriation of 
nearly fifteen millions of dollars. And can this 
Administration be charged with extravagance— 
with a Want of economy—because this crael and 
exterminating contest had cost the nation fifteen 
millions of detlars? Should the Administration 
- stop to count the cost, and leave the border inhabi- 
tants to the tender mercies of a savage foe? No, 
sir—no. Such acourse of policy no patriot would 
for a moment justify. ` E 
The war was unavoidable; its consequences, 
dreadful as they have been, in the sacrifice of hu- 
man life, and in the expendiiure of human means, 
‘have nevertheless bren inevitable. Well, sir, I 
then Start with a credit to the Treasury of fifteen 
millions for the expenses of the Florida war. Is 
this all? Have our Indian relations called for no 
other expenditures within the last three years? 
How have the treaties with the Creeks and Chero- 
kees been executed? Have not those tribes been 
removed beyond the Mississippi, at a cost of over 
seven millions of dollars. Yes, Mr. President: 
such are the facts; such 1s the language of official 
documents. We, then, have had an extraordinary 
expenditure of the public money, within the last 
_three years, in the prosecution uf the Florida war; 
in the removal of the Creeks and Cherokees, of 
more than twenty-two millions of dollars; exceed- 
ing the aggregate of extraordinary means, as stated 
by the Sewator from Massachusetts, But, Mr. 
President, we have concluded other Indian treaties 
‘within that period, requiring the expenditure of 
public money, all of which may be classed under 
the head of ‘extraordinary expenditures. I con- 
tend, then, that the facts to which the Senator has 
adverted farnish no ground of charge against the 
Administration for extravagance. These expenses 
were necessary to maintain the honor and the jus» 
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tice of the country, and they might have occurred 
under any other Administration. Nor do these un- 


-usually large expenditures, for the last three years, 


| tory, in relation to the public expenditures. 


tend in the least degree to show that the Secretary 
of the Treasury cannot get through the current 
year with an expenditere of only twenty millions 

Where is the evidence of extravagance? and 


| where is the evidence that the Secretary has under 


estimated the public expenditures for the current 
year. Sir, it may be well to look a little into his- 
We 
shall find that the current expenses of the Govern- 


' ment, for ordinary, as well as for extraordinary, 


objects, have been reduced, within that time, moie 
than seven millions; and the estimated expenditures 
for 1840 are Jess, by at least fourteen millions of 
dollars, than in 1837. The time has come when 
there will be no hoarding of the people’s money— 
‘when no more will be drawn from. the pockets of 
the people than is indispensably reqaired for public 
use. And there can be no doubt that, unless the 
continued suspension of the banks shall sensibly 
derange our commercial operations, reduce. the 
amount of duties, and diminish the sa'es of the 
public lands, the head of the Treasury Department 
will leave no national debt behind him, shou!d he 
retire in 1841, to be cancelled by his successor. 
The Senater from Massachusetts has, in the 
course of his speech, signified his intention not to 
oppose the passage of this bill; but he has presented 
an argument against this mode of borrowing mo- 
ney for the use of the Government. He has re- 
marked that the greater part of all the Treasary 
notes issued since October 1837, have borne an in- 
terest of six per cent; and thatthe rate of interest 
on an issue of Treasury notes must be higher than 
would necessarily be required upon a loan contracted 
in the usual manner. I have already expressed 
my viewsas to the mode, I would merely add, 


' in answer to the objection, that, as a citizen of our 


ceed four per cent. per annum. 


cent. 


' own country, I would grea'ly prefer to borrow 
! money at home than to obtain it from abroad, even 
` if such negotiations could not be accomplished as 


favorably in a pecuniary sense. There is, ever 
bas been, and ever will be, an undue influence ex- 
erted by a moneyed power; and when, in eur ne- 
gotiations for loans, that power is concentrated in, 
and can be exercised by, a foreign Government, 
or when that power is concentrated in, and can 
be exercised by, the bankers of any foreign coun- 
wy, then, in my judgment, “the jealousy of a free 
pec pls ought to be awake; for I regard such an 
influence as most dangerous to our free Republican 
institutions. I would then, at.all times, borrow 
money here, among our own citizens, whenever the 
exigencies of the country shall require it. I regard 
such a policy as founded in wisdom, as calculated 
to cement stronger and stronger this bond of uaion. 

This is the fir-t answer I would make to the ar- 
gament of the Senator, if it were founded. on fact; 
but the Senator will find thathe is in error on this 
point. Ihave before me a table which has ben 
prepared at the Department, which shows the ex- 
act amount of Treasury notes which have been is- 
sued under the respective acts of Congress, and 
the rate of interest given upon every issue. I shall 
not stop to read this table at length at this moment, 


! but merely refer to it; and will state for the infor- 


mation of the Senate, that on averaging the’ rate of 


interest upon all the issues of Treasury notes under - 


the various acts, of Congress, it will be fonnd that 
the rate of intere-t upon that average will not ex- 
It is contended 
thata loan in the common mode, as it is called, 
might be negotiated at a rate of four and a half per 
Admit it for argument. Here then is a di- 
rect saving to the Government of one half of one 
per cent. in the kind of loan sanctioned by the re- 
cent acts of Congress, which is the same as is 
contemplated by the bill before us. But, Mr. Pre- 
sident, is it true that, since 1837, a permanent loan 
could have been accomplished at a rate of interest 
of four and a half per cent.? Have the States been 


| able, within that period, to negotiate loans on 


terms so favorable? Not so. 

In order to show what amount of Treasury 
Notes has been issued under the different of Con- 
gress, and at what rate of interest, I haye subjoined 
the following table: S 
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` The Senator will, I trust, find himself also mis- 
taken in his allegation, that in March, 1841, the 
public debt would amount to eight or ten millions, 
according to his estimate. It may be so; but I am 
totally at a lossto know upon what principle the 
Senator has made his calcalation. ‘The bill be- 
fore us authorizes only a loan of five millions, and 
authorizes, as the Senator says, the continuare: of 
this loan for a period of two years. How this debt 
of five millions is to be doubled, is beyond my 
pocr ability to comprehend. This very bill is to 
to the Secretary of the Treasury the means of 
redeeming every outstanding certificate of public 
debt. Admitting that the Treasury shall not be 
abte to redeem, within the year, a single note issued 
under the authority ef this bill—that the whole five 
mill.ons shall then be outstanding—lI would ask, in 
sober earnest, what would then be the aggregate 
of the public debt? Coald it, by any rule of arih- 
metic known among us, exceed the sum of five 
millions? No, sir. But the Senator will, I think, 
be most agreeatly disappointed; he will find, if 
peace shail continue, that this issus of Treasury 
notes will be faithfully redeemed within the year, 
by the means at the command of the Department. 
It may not be unprofitable to state what amount of 
Treasury notes was issued under the different acts 
of Congress, and what amount has been re- 
deemed. 

On referring to the subjoined table, it will be 
seen that, under the act of October, 1837, ten mil- 
lions of Treasury notes were issued; under the act 
of May, 1839, $5,709,810 01 were issued; and un- 
der the act of March, 1839, $3,857,276 21 were 
issued; making, in all, the sum of $19,567,086 22. 
And now, Mr. President, what amount has the 
Government already redeemed? Tt will be seen by 
the annexed table that on ee on ee 
1840, there were only two millions U 
and sixty-seven iboaeend two handred and thirty- 
one dollars and sixty-seven cents outsanding. 


May, 1838. March, 1839. 
Issued, Ocober to 60 95,708810 O01 $3,857,276 21 
Redeer o390.426 07 5,531,299 40 2,035,129 08 
Outstanding, {169,573 93 $175,610 61 ELARA 13 
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Ist. $169,573 93 
2d. 176 510 51 
3d. 1,822,147 13 
Outstanding, $2,167,231 67 26th February, 1340. 
Do. 220863 67 Ist do. do. 
$41,032 00 Redeemed in Feb, 
Fraacary 26, 1540. í f 


And since that time, the amount of Treasury 
notes has been redeemed to that extent; that accord- 
ing to a statement from the Treasury Department, 
which I read to the Senate when up before, there 
will not be, after the first of April, over a million 
aad a quarter unredeemed. In a little more than 
two years, then, the Department has taken up 
nearly the whole amount of the nineteen and a 
half millions of the Treasury notes issued under 
the different acts ef Congress. I infer from these 
facts, that there exists a disposition faithfully to 
apply the means of the Government not only for 
its proper support, but also to relieve it from its 
indebtedness. 

There is another faet referred to by the Senator, 
which I feel bound to notice. The Secretary of the 
Treasury, it has been said, has issued portions of 
these notes, at different times, for the purpose of 
depositing with -certain local banks in this conntry; 
and the fair inference ful'owing from such a state- 
ment, must be, that such deposites were made 
for the accommodation of the banks. There is no 
public officer connected with the Government, who 
receives so frequently from the Opposition charges 
of dereliction of official duty. He certainly can 
be so favorite of theirs.’ On all occasions, he 
seems to be selected as the object upon which was 
to be spent the whole venom of his political adver- 
saries. He has been aecused of a'most every thing; 
but be must have the proud consciousness that 
these charges, be they what they may, have. in no 
respect degraded him in the estimation of the 
American fpeopl>. Unaffected and uninfluenced 
by the attacks of his enemies, he has gone on 
s‘eadily and faithfully to do his duty, with all 
fidelity to the Goverament, and wih the approba- 
tion of his country. In relation to this particular 
matter, adverted to by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetis, I wish merely to say in reply, that I chal- 
lenge the most rigid investigation into the official 
conduct of the Sectetary of the Treasury, under 
the various acts of Congress authorizing the issue 
of Treasury notes; and I hazard nothing in saying, 
that.in no one instance will it be found that he has 
issued a Treasury note unless the exigencies or 
convenience of the country, or the interests of the 
public creditors, required it. 

I hazard nothing in saying, that on no occa- 
sion, os under aay. circumstances, has he_ is- 
sued Treasury notes for the purpose of being depo- 
sited in banks, “but to facilitate the exchange of 
specie for notes without the delay and expense of 
transporting it to this city, and then carrying itback 
for expenditure, to effect such an object.” Specie 
may have been placed in certain banks, and Trea- 
‘sury notes toa corresponding amount may have 
teen afterwerd, and noi tili then, issued in favor of 
such depositors.. This is the sum and substance of 
the connection the head of the Department has had 
with banking corporations in the execution of the 
Treasury note acis—and this is all. 

I would ask the Senator how, in what way or man- 
ner, the Government could suffer, in a pecuniary 
point of view, by such an arrangement? If itso hap- 
pens that one of the publiccreditors should reside at 
New Orleans, and the Secretary, with the assent of 
said creditor, should issue a Treasury note for a 
hundred thousand dollars in payment of his claim, 
and itis done, the note sent, drawing the rate of inte- 
rest specified upon the face of it, from the moment it 
leaves the Department, to perform its destined 
office. The debt is cancelled—the note is re- 
ceived—it is endorsed to answer the purposes of 
the creditor—it is sent to Baltimore—from thence 

to New York, and there it is paid at the custom- 
house for duties. From. thence it finds its way 
back to the Treasury. This, all will admit, is a 
fair business transaction, an every day occurrence; 
but instead of all this,. suppose that the Bank of 
America should say, or that some individual should 
say to the Secretary, “one hundred thousand dol- 
lars in specie hall be placed in the bank to the 


i 


a 


credit of the Treasurer, for which Treasury notes 
at the same rate of interest, shall be received,” and 
this is done; and with the assent of the same credi- 
tor, he takes a draft direct upon this Bank of 
America, in payment of his claim. Would there 
be the least difference in thecharge upon the Trea- 
sury? The public creditor would be paid in both 
cases. His debt would, in the one case, be satis- 
fied by a Trea:ury note, sent directly to him—in 


| the other case, a Treasury note would be sent to a 


“a humbug.” 


holder of specie, and the claim would be paid by a 
draft upon that fund. In both cases the roll of 
interest would be the same, and the charge upon 
the Treasury the same. The Senator re:ides in 
cne of our Northern cities, where such negotiations 
have been made, and made with an institution with 
which he, as well as myself, have some acquaint- 
anee; and, my word for it, that the most minute ex- 
amination of the contracts with the Merchant’s 
Bank at Boston, will show that the Government 


has made no issue of Treasury notes in favor of | 


that bank, bat for the accommodation of the Go- 
vernment itself. I wall say nothing more on this 
matier, but merely advert te the resolutions offered 
by the Senator from Massachusetts himself, in re- 
lation to this same subject, and to the answer made 
to those resolutions by the Secretary, and by the 
Treasurer. 
transaction; and by no ingenuity can it be per- 
verted. The idea that sach an issue of Treasury 
‘notes has ever been made to banks or individuals, 


They give the true character to this . 


been the range of debate, I felt myself called upon 
(little prepared as I was) briefly to notice some of 
the remarks of the Senator from Massachusetts. I 
can entertain no fear for the fate of the measure. 
The bill will pass, and I rejoice at it; and after 
what has been said, I hope I shall receive the co- 
operation, not only of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, but of other Senators in the Opposition, in 
securing, without delay, the passage of this bill, so 
essential to the public service, so important for the 
preservation of the public credit. 

Mr. BENTON regretted extremely that another 
Treasury Note bill had been brought into Congress, 
and the more so, as it was easy to make a loan to 
supply the temporary deficiency in the Treasury. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, in his report, ask- 
ing fora temporary supply, mentioned a Joan, as 
well as Treasury notes, as the means of raising it; 
and there was no doubt but that the Government 
could easily borrow the amount in hard money, 
which he (Mr. B.) greatly preferred to stamping 
bits of paper. 

Mr. B. said the Senate would remember his 
repugnance to this mode of raising the supplies, as 
manifested at the called session of 1837, when this 
resource was first recurred to under this Adminis- 
tration; and again, when there was a second issue 
of these notes at the last session. On the former 
of these occasions, he said he had spoken at large 


.| on the subject; and would now, with the indulgence 
| of the Senate, read a paragraph from the speech 


on the previous deposite of a like amount of specie, ` 


but for the convenience of the Government,is truly 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, March 2b, 1840. 
Sm: Ihave the honor to submit this report in compliance 


‘with a resolution ofthe Senate, passed 23d instant, in the follow- 


ing words: : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury inform the 
Senate what proportion of Treasury notes, iesued under the au- 
thority of the act of October 12, 1€37, and subsequent acts, has 
boen paid to public creditors of the United Brates, in discharge 
of their claims, and what proportion has been used for the pur- 
pose of borrowing money from the banks or individuals; to- 
gether with astatement of the rates of interest borne by the 
notes of the several issues, respectively. 

“ And that he also inform the Senate whether Treasury notes, 
‘bearing interest, have been depositedin banks for the purpose 
of raising-a credit to be drawn against by the Treasury Depart- 
- t and.if any such depositen have been made, to state the 

tes and amounts thereof, and the dates and sums of the drafts 
made thereon.” . 

In answer to the first inquiry, I transmit herewith a statement 
prepared by the Treasurer, showing the rates of interest and the 
proportions—whether in exchange for specie or in payments of 
the issues of Treasury notes under the authority of the act of the 
12th of October, 1837, and subsequent acts, as required by the 
resolution. M 
, Inreply tothe other inquiry, I would observe, that no Treasury 
“hotes, issued under the authority of either of the acts mentioned, 
have been. deposited in banks by this Department or by its sanc- 
‘tion, for the pur of raising acredit,to be drawn against by 
the Department. But, to facilitate the exchange of specie for 
Treasury notes, without the delay and expense of transporting 
it to this city, and then carrying it back for expenditure, nume- 
yous individuals and corporations have been permitted to place 


&Pecie in special deposite to the credit of the Treasurer in cer- | 


tain specified banks; and Treasury notes, to a corresponding 
amount, have been afterward, and not till then, issued in their 
favor upon the certificates of deposite, as shown by the Trea- 
surer’s accompanying statement. 

` Slt may be proper to add, that, by pursuing this course, many 
Yisks have been avoided, as weil as the payment of any commis- 
sions to bankers or brokers for selling the notes, and, at the 


ceptat pan and for any plog except spacia or its equivalent, 
ne ua ven ctiully, 
aga dig BEVI WOODBURY, 
f Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. R. M. Jounson X 
Vice President of the United States, 
and President of the Senate. 


TEBASURY OF THE UNITED STATEs, 
' mi TAS, _ March 24, 1840. 

Sin: ] have the honor.to enclose a statement, prepared in an- 
swer to a resolution adopted in the Senate of the United States 
on the 23d instant, relative to Treasury notes, “issued under the 
authority of the act of the 12th of October, 1837, and subsequent 
acta,” and referred by you to this office, for a report thereon. 

None of the notes issued under the aforesaid acts have been de- 
posited in bank forthe purpose of raising a credit to be drawn 


` against by the Treasury Department. Those issued on certiti- 


cates of deposite, were issued in exchange for specie funds de- 
posited in banks to the credit of the Treasurer, which funds 
were drawn for in common with other funde, and not specifi- 
cally. Lhave the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient ser vant, 
k D WILLIAM RELDEN, 
ee E Treasurer of the United States. 
Hon. Levi Woopsory, 
Becretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. President, I have now said all I wish to say 
upon this bill.. I am perfectly aware that much 
of what I have said has no direct bearing upon, er 
connection with, the bill before us; but such has 


ak 


“game time, the disposal of any of them by the Government, ex- | 


‘more against a future one. 


which he then delivered. It was ın these words: 

“I will now say a few words on the policy of issuing Treasury 
notes in time of peace, oreven in time of war, until the ordinary 
resources of loans ard taxee had been tried and exhausted. lam 
no. friend to the issue of Treasury notes of any kind. As loans, 
they are a disguised mode of borrowing, and easy to slide intoa 
currency; as a currency, it 19 the most seductive, the most dan- 
Zerous; and the ‘most liable to abuse, of all the descriptions of 
paper money. “The atamping of paper (by Government) is an 
operation so much easier than the laying of taxes, or of borrow- 
ing money, that a Government in the habit of paper emissions 
would rarely fail, in any emergency, to indulge itself in the em- 
ployment of that resource, to avoid, as much as possible, one 
ess auspicious to present popularity.’ So said General Ma- 
milton; and in that, al) the fathers of the Republican church— 
Jefferaon, Madison, Macon, Randolph, and all the rest-——con- 
curred with him. ‘These sagacious statesmen were. aby of this 
facile and seductive resource, so liable to abuse, and so certain 
of being abuséd. They held it inadmissible to recur to It in 
time of peace, and thatit could only be thought of in time of 
war; and that after exhausting the direct and.responsible alter- 
natives ofloansand taxes. Bred in theschool of these great mep, 
I came here at this session to oppose, at all risks, an issud-of 
Treasury notes. 
sons,” &o. A ae 

Mr. B. said these were his opinions. three years 
ago, and all that had occurred since, had strength- 
ened them—what was now occurring strengthened 
them. This is three times in three years that we 
have had recourse to this description of paper.. Is 
it not proof of the danger sliding into the use of 


Government paper money; the most seductive, the 


I preferred a loan, for many and cogent rea- 


mos idangerous, and the most liable to abuse of all 


the descriptions of paper which can be issued? 
Mr. B. did not propose to go into the subject of 
Treasury notes at present: he. contented himself 
with recurring to his uniform dislike to them, and 
hoped that he might never see another bill for their 
issue. He was against this bill; he would be still 
He was perfectly cer- 
tain that a loan of hard money might be made at 
present; and he was equally confident that the 
United States, by following the proper financial 
system—by following the financial system of our 
Constitution—could have gold and silver enough to 
carry on any war with any power of the world, 
without recourse to paper money, either State or 
Federal. . oe 
Mr. B. did not join in the discussion. of the 
causes which made the present deficiency in the 
Treasury. Gentlemen in the Opposition. may as- 
cribe the deficiency to what cause they - pleased. 
To him it was clear that it was owing to three 
causes: 1. The distribution of thesurplus revenue 


‘among the States; 2. The failure of the old depo- 


site banks (he meant a part of them qnly) to pay 
up the amounts for which they got delay from Con- 
gress in 1837 and °38, and the expected failure of 
the Bank of the United States to pay the two and a 
half millions which wonld ke due from that institu- 
tion before Congress met again; and 3. The wretch- 
ed enactments of the compromise act of 1833. 
This act, concocted cutof doors, and by gentlemen 


. whe had no pragtical knowledge of manufactures, 


April, 1840. 
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and galloped through without consideration, is so 
loose, so Vague, SO unce:tain in its generalities and 
classifications, that every thing is matter of doubt, 
and of centradiciory interpretation; men differ as 
to whatis cotton goods, worsted goods, silk goods, 
linen goods: they even differ as to whatis a shirt, and 
whatis a stocking—what is ready-made clothing, 
‘and what is uncut and unstitched goods. In these 
discrepancies, the questions go to the juries of the 
importing cities, and the Government “gees te the 
well” in every trial. Mr. B. thea referred to a do- 
cument which he held in his hand, No. 49, of the 
House of Representatives, to show the extent of 
these lusses to the Goverament, and read from page 
44 as follows: - : 

“Estimate of probeble loss and prospec'ive deficit of revenxe, 

_ arising from the diversity of opi sion in the constructian 

of the ucts imposing duties on imports, by reason of judi- 


SILKS. : 
"The aggregate value of manufactures of silk, or articles 
classified as such, imported between the Ist of January, 1835, 
wad the 31st of December, 1838, and exempted from duty, is as. 
certained to have amounted to upwards of $56,000,000 


Ofthis, there was imported in the year 1835 - '. $14,964,564 
1836 - -2331,89 
1837 © 2 11114179 


g 1838 .  - 10,277,705 
“Assuming, therefore, that of these manufactures one-sixth 
part should have been otherwise classified, and paid duty as 
millinery or ready-made clothing, &c. upon an estimation, at 
the lowest rate, the probable loss on these manufactures to the 
revenuo has amounted to $2,362. 845. 


Of this, the prohable loss in 1835 was - + $624,356 
1336 was - > 847,162 
1837 was . - 463.090 
1838 was . 428,237 


Taking, arte importations and loss of 1639 as equivalent 
te those of |! and considering the extended operation of the 
priaciptes of construction established by the courts upon the 

sis here given, it may safely be assumed that the prospective 
deficit will net fall short of $800,000 on this description of manu- 


oie. LINENS. 

“The aecregate value of manufactures ofhemp or flax, or ar- 
tleles ei as bleached and unbleached linens, between the 
ltof Jaoua, 15%, and the ale of Decembar, ka, andex- 
m uty, is ascertained to have amounte 
wards of $22,582,239. PaE 
Of this, there was imported in the year 1635 

í S 857 


837 
; ; 1833 - 3,526,001 
“seratning, therefore, that of theses manufactures one-fourth 
pan thereof should have been otherwiee classified, and paid 
uty as linens colored, &c. upon an estimation, at the lowest 


o 


reie, the probable loss on these manufactures to the revenue 

bas amounted to $1,411,389. > 

Of this, the probable loes in 1935 was - . $370,783 
1836 was - 516,988 
1837 was : + 303,241 
1838 was - 22.375 | 


"Taking, then, the importations and loss of 1839 as equivalent 
to those of 1837, and considering the extended operation of the 
principles before referred to, upon the basis here given, it may 

ly be assumed that the prospective deficit will not fall short 
of $400,000 on this description of manufactures. 
‘WORSTED. 

“The aggregate value of manofactures of worsted, or combed 
wool, or articles classified as worsted stuff goods, between the 
Isof sanuary 1835, and the oe of December, 1838, and ex- 

‘om duty, Is ascertained to have amounted to upwards 

of $20,000,000. ` 
Of this there was imported in the year 1835 96,549,278 
1836 6,669,312 


O 

Assuming, therefore, that of these manufactures Pehla 

partthereot should have been otherwise classified, and paid du- 

ty as woollens, &c., upon an estimation, at the lowest rates, the 

Probable loss on these manufaciures to the revenue has 
amounted to $1,285,142, 

O; this, the probable toss in 1835 was 

- 1836 was 

E 

, \ was 249,500 

‘Taking the Importations and loss of 1839 as equivalent to 

those of 1038, and considering the extended operation of the 

principles referred to, it may be safely assumed that the pro- 


spective deficit 5 i ipti 
pyrite pane twil hot fall short of $500,000 on this description 


Piast dita show that the probable annual: loss on silks, 


Otsteds, to the Tevenue, has avera upwards of 

here po and that the annual prospective Sete may be esti- 
d as over $1.500,000, withont taking into view the turther 
lassification of mixed fabrics or 
and cotton, wool and 


sea’ 


Jears past, to about eight” miltion 

three articles only; 3 a nee ae 
worsted. They bad 
millions annually on 
Daal losses, until the a 


ct 
puted at about $3,750,000. $ 


tion of the act which is call 


amended, were com- 
Sach was the opera- 
ed sacred and inviola- 
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ble—which was not allowed to be amended in 
either House when it passed—and which is not to 
be allowed to be amended now. Yet the Adminis- 
tration has proposed to amend it; it has sent down 


- the draft ofa bill for this purpose; it was inthis same 


document, No. 49: and Mr. B. was surprised that 
a bill in conformity to it had not been reported by 


; Some committee, or brought in by some member. 


{Mr. Hupgarp said such a biti had been reported 


. in the House of Representatives.] 


Mr. B. said that would supersede what he was 


going to say, which was that h- would himself 
- give notice of an intended motion from himself to 
_bring in such a bill. 


dill passed—the night it was “registered °—declared | 


- temporary loan. 


Mr. B. said he had, in his place, at the time this 


that no Administration eculd execute it; tbat it was 
a mass of loose generalities and vague classifications, 


; about which no two persons could agree.- He 


named this among other objections to the bill at the 
time; and was answered from the other side of the 
House, by one of the authors of the bill [Mr. Cray, 
of Kentucky,] that, if the Administration would 
execute the bill in the same spirit in which it was 
made, meaning, no doubt, the same amiable 
spirit, there would be no difficulty in it. This was 
one of the objections he then made against the bill; 
and time had shown that he was right. Mr. B. 
was Jed into this view of the operation of this act 


_ by the censure thrown upon the Admiaistration for 


the deficiency in the Treasury; a deficiency which 
every body would see resulted from the distribu- 
tion of the surplus revenue; from the default of 
some of the former deposite banks, and the expect- 


: ed default of the Bank of the Uniied States, which 


must be provided for; and from the losses to the 


: revenue in executing the compromise act of 1833. 


Mr. B. had said nothirg on this bill to issue 
Treasury notes, except to justify his vote against 
it, and to state that his ancient repugnance to this 
mode of supply had become sironger, and was now 
insuperable. > 

Mr. HUBBARD. Mr. President, I must con- 
fess that I have been greatly surprised at the deter- 
mined opposition of the Senator from Missouri to 
this, as well as to other kindred measures. The 
Senator opposes it on the ground that it is suhstan- 
tially an issue of paper money; and he urges the 
propriety, instead of a resort to a measure like this, 
to negotiate a loan at once. Paper money: what 
sort of justice is there in calling these evidenees of 
public debt paper money? No, sir, it is a loan—a 
I admit it gives to the President 
authority to borrow, upon the credit. of the coun- 
try, five millions; it points out the form of. issuing 
the certificates of this debt; it fixes their denomi- 
nation; it pledges the faith of the Confederacy for 
their redemption; all these, sir, are essentials in 
the negotiation and perfection of a loan. But the 
Senator approves not the mode; he would at once 
contract the entire loan. I wou'd, sir, ata time 
like this, do no such thing. His distinguished 


-friend had been, for years gone by, the able advo- 


Cate againstmonopolies—against banks—moneyed 
corporations—the aristocracy of wealth; and does 
not the plan he now submits ‘and reco nmends go 
to encourage monopolies—to favor banks—to ex- 
tend to the moneyed power the exclusive privilege of 
taking such loans? This constitu'es the objection 
I have to loans, negotiated in the common mode. 
I would appeal to my friend to carry into prac- 
tice his principles on this occasion—to come in 
aid of this bill. Let the application go forth to every 
class of the community; let the farmers, the me- 
chanics, the laboring -classes, who may have a few 
hundre js in their purses, be permitted to come to 
the aid of their Government in the time of i's need. 
Such a course would indeed be a full illustration of 
the abstract views of the Senator from Misscuri. 
Compel not the Government to seek relief from the 
moneyed power of Europe; impose not upon her the 
humiliating necessity of proclaiming her necessi- 
ties to the bankers of England, when, within oar 
own land, corporations, as well as individuals, 
would vie with each other in extending to the Ad- 
ministration all the pecuniary assistance the pecu- 
liar exigencies of the country would require. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. 
BUCHANAN, SMITH of Indiana, and PRES- 
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TON, the qnes:ion was taken on the passage of the 
bill, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 25, noes 
8, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson,Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Dixon, 
Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Phelps, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
and Young—325. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Benton, 
Clayton, Davis, 
White—8. 

The Senate adjourned. 

resonant a 
CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


Clay of Kentucky, 
Merrick, Preston, Ruggles, and 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, April 2, 1840. 
The bill for the continuation of the Camberland 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
en up, the question being on the sub- 


length in favor of the bill. 

After some remarks in reply by Mr. CLAY of 
Kentucky, . 

Mr. LUMPKIN said: Mr. President, many con- 
siderations have inclined me to give a silent vote 
on this bill. It is a favorite measure with many of 
my personal and political friends. But, sir, after 
what has fallen from the Senator from Indiana, 
{Mr. Wuire,] I feel myself caited upon at least to 
correct his impressions and statements in regard to 
matters which he has thought proper to introduce 
in connection with my own State. The Senator 
has evinced his utter want of a correct knowleige 
of the facts and circumstances of which he has 
spoken, so far as Georgia is concerned. It was to 
me a matter of surprise that the Senator should at- 
tempt to aid the passage of the Cumberland road 
bil', by stating that the Federal Government had 
expended upwards of six millions of dollars, to aid 
Georgia in getting rid of her Iadians, and other 
purposes of liberal expenditure ia aid of that 


Sir, the impressions and misapprehensions of 
that Senator would need no correction here, so far 
as this Senate is concerned, for I am sare, sir, that 
no other member ot this body, except himself, is so 
uninformed upon the subject of tie Senator's ad- 
dress. But, sir, bis age must plead his apology; he 
has spoken of things which transpired: before his 
birth; and he has neglected to make himself ac- 
quainied with the history of the transactions upon 
which he has attempted to enlighten the Sena e. : I 
will, therefore, for the edification and instruction of 
the Senator, inform him here, upon the floor of the 
Senate, tnat, instead of the State of Georgia ever 
having been a fecipient member of the tavors of 


i this Union, she has been one of its most liberai do- 


nors. Yes, sir, Georgia: has given much to build 
up and strengthen this great confederacy of States, 
while she has asked nothing—received nothing. © * 
The gentleman’s items of charge against Georgia 
are nothing more than the tardy payment of ‘the 
just debs of this Government to Georgia, fora 
most valuable consideration—debts long withheld, 
and grudgingly and reluctantly paid. The just de- 
mands of Georgia upon this Government were lotig 
kept back, under the humiliating plea of inability. 
Look at the maps cn your walls, sir: see the large, 
fertile, and flourishing States of Alabama and Mis- 
sissippi, ceded by Georgia to the United States, ua- 
der the compact and cession of 1802. And what 
did Georgia receive for this extensive and lovely 
domain? A mere song, sir—1,250,000, a promise 
to saitle certain frauduent claims against the 
State, and the more important consideration of :a 
promise to extinguish the Indian claim to all lands 
within the limits of Georgia, abridged as these 
limits were by that cession. And, sir, the want of 
goad faith on the part of this Government has re- 
tarded and er:ppled the prosperity of Georgia P 
this day. We have, sir, but just got rid of our In- 
dians: much of our territory is still an unimproved, 
unsettled wilderness. Whereas, if this Government 


“had been faithful to its compact with Georgia, we 


should have had a population and improvements 
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proportioned to our extensive limits and productive 
soil. Under these circumstances, sir, I can never 
remain silent in this hall, and permit it to be pro- 
claimed to the country that the Federal Govern- 
ment has graciously spent millions from its Trea- 
sury for the benefit of Georgia. The true cause 
why this Government has been compelled to spend 
so large a sum in fulfilment of its obligations to 
Georgia, has arisen out of its own bad faith, and 
procrastination of a plain duty. Time was when 
this Government might have extinguished the 
whole of the Indian title to lands in Georgia, upon 
reasonable and peaceable terms. But instead of 
discharging this honest duty, it pursued a different 
policy. lt forced the Indians from its own lands 
upon the lands of Georgia, and finally, when Geor- 
gia determined no longer thus to suffer herself to 
be trifled with and imposed upon, this Government 
found itself under the necessity of giving to the 
Indians an extravagant price for their claims to 
lands within the limits of Georgia. 


And now, sir, can the Senator from Indiana ex- 


pect to help out the Cumberland road bill by 
- attempting to make the impression upon the minds 
of Senators, that there is the slightest similarity be- 
tween this Government paying a debt to Georgia, 


and taking money from your Treasury to make a . 
road in the States to be benefited by this road. . 


Sir, I state to you, and I hold the proofin my hand— 
a communication from the Treasury Department— 
that while the payments from the Treasury of the 
United States, from the Ist of January, 1801, to the 
3lst of December, 1839, for internal improve- 
ments by the Federal Government, amount in the 
aggregate to $18,681,683 65, and the interest on 
this immense expenditure, since its disbursement, 
would, if added, amount to twenty-five millions of 
dollars, at least, expended by this Government on 


objects called internal improvement, by the Federal | 


. Government. And, sir, out ef this immense sum, 


what amount would you suppose Georgia had 
Teceived, after what has fallen from the Se- 
nator from Indiana ? 
you, sir, but the Senator from Indiana. 
Georgia has received, out of twenty-five mil- 
lions of dollars, seventeen thousand dollars, 
"applied to the removal of obstructions in the 
Savannah river. Yes, sir, you have the amount, 
all told. Now, sir, the new State of Indiana, the 
Senator’s own State, has received considerably up- 
wards of one miilion of this vast expenditure. 
Under these circumstances, sir, can that Senator 
-expect to stand here unrebuked, when he attempts 


I will inform, not only | 


to make comparisons between Georgia and Indiana | 
-in ‘reference to sharing the spoils of the public — 
: Treasury, in a scrambling system of internal im- | 


provement? No, sir, Georgia has never been a ji 
competitor with many other States in seeking spe- | 


cial favors from this Government. She seeks no- 
thing—she asks nothing in the way of special fa- 
vors. - Equality, justice, a strict adherence to the 
Constitution, is the motto of Georgia. Mr. Presi- 

_dent, upon constitutienal grounds, I am opposed to 
this measure; 1 can find no graat in the Constitu- 
tion to authorize these appropriations, But, sir, 
J know that constitutional arguments are wholly 

useless upon this subject. Such arguments have 
been reiterated again and again in my hearing, and 
ia both branches of Congress, for twenty-five years 
past. 

Sir, when we base ourselves on the Constitution, 
it only excites a sneer. We are sometimes even 
ridiculed for our constitational scraples; yet we are 

-all bound in the most solemn manner to support 
the Constitution. But, sir, ample and conclusive 
objections to my mind, may be found against a 
further prosecution of this Cumberland road by 
the Federal Government, upon tne “general wel- 

fare” principle; and, sir, should I hereafter, as I 

sibly may, Submit any remarks to the Senate 
on this subject,’ I will meet the friends of the 

_ “general welfare” school on their own gronnd, 


and endeavor to show that it is inexpedient, impo- 


. Jitie, and unwise, further to prosecute this work. 


If I might be allowed to offer a word of advice to 
the friends of this measure, it would be to come to 
a compromise upon this subject; they ought, in my 
opinion, gladly to have accepted of the proposition 
ef the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Cuay,] pro» 
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posing to give the Sates through which this road 
passes, two per cent. of the nett proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands hereafter accruing from the sales in those 
States. 

Is it not obvious that this measure is losing fa- 


|| vor on every side of this chamber? Sir. I think it 
| will not require many more such speeches as we 


have this day heard from the Senator from In- 
diana [Mr. Wuite] to seal the fate of this Cum- 
berland road. It is true, sir, the Senator’s speech 
was honestly and zealously intended to be in sup- 
port of the measure. But, sir, all the able speech- 
es which I have heard in opposition to this mea- 
sure, for twenty-five years past, have not tended so 
effectually and fully to convince me of its great 
evils, as has the speech of the Senator this day, in- 
tended for its support. If this measure continues 
to obtain favor, it must expect it upon open, fair 
ground. It is useless for its friends to attempt 
longer to support it under the pretence of com- 
pacis, and two percent. or three per cent. funds, 
set apart for that purpose. The Federal Go- 


| yvernment has more than discharged its obliga- 
| tions, arising under its compacts, with the States of 


Obio, Indiana, and Illinois. Upon this solitary road, 
tneGovernment has already paid the enormous sum 
of $6,777,739 82—more than ten per cent. of 
the nett proeeeds of the public lands which have 
been sold in those States. 
talk about the two per cent. and three per cent. to 


which these States are entitled under compacts | 
with this Government? No one will hereafter be | 
deluded by thus mystifying this subject. Equally . 
fallacious and futile is the attempt to make it ap- | 


pear that other States, and portions of the Union, 
have been the recipients of like favors and ap- 
propriations. All such attempts will have to 
stand upon a similar foundation to the one this 
day attempted to be imposed upon the State of 
Georgia, and which I have felt myself called 
upon to expose and refute. 

Mr. ROANE said: Nothing was ever fartherfrom 
my intention than to have opened my lips on the 


- subject under consideration. I am, Mr. President, 
| always extremely reluctant to participate in the 


debates of this body, and had not supposed it 
possible than any thing would occur, which could 
indace me to do so in regard to the bill now under 
discussion. But, sir, the very earnest, fervent, 
and almost personal appeal which the Senator 
Indiana (Mr. Waite] most unexpectedly made 
a few minutes since to me, the only representative 
from Virginia on this floor, in behalf of this mea- 
sure, renders it proper that I should prompuy and 
immediately add a few brief words to the more 
potent monosylable, which it wll very soon be- 
come no less my pleasure than my duty, to utter 
against the passage of this bill. . And why, sir, are 
these appeals made to me asa representative of 
Virginia? Oa what principle, on what grounds, 
by what precedents, am I invoked to give aid 
or countenance to this * Cumberland road” bili? 
Has it heretofore received the conntenance and sup- 
portof thatState? Have my predecessors in this 
chamber been its advocates or patrons? If so, lam 
unacquainted with the fact. The Senator, itseems, 
predicates his appeal to the favor of Virginia, upon 
the interest she has in this road, because of its 
leading thrcugh her territory, and also because of 
its reaching to, and passing by, her flourishing 
town of “Wheeling.” Let us see what force or 
weight there is in these considerations. Sir, this 
road takes its start (as well as its name) from the 
town of Cumberland, in the State of Maryland, to 
a destined terminus at some suitable point on the 
river Ohio. The town of Wheeling was selected 


|. as that point. A due regard to the geography of 


the intervening country, and the principles of engi- 
neering, required, therefore, that the road should 
seek its passage to the Ohio through a small por- 
tion—a mere corner—of the territory of Virginia! 
The entire length of the road through that terri- 
tory is only about fourteen miles! What great 
favor does this circumstance confer on that 
State?) What great interest can it excite in 
Virginia or her citizens? And what obligation 
should it impose on her Representatives to vote 
annually large sams of the national treasure to- 
wards extending its progress through the boundless 


Why, then, sir, longer | 


| dreary wilderness, 
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West! But, sir, we are also informed that the 
town of Wheeling, in Virginia, by which this road 
pa:ses, has grown up to be a flourishing, populous 
and wealthy city. True, sir, and we rejoice that 
it is true. But permit me to say to the gentle. 
man, that neither the town of Wheeling, nor any of 
the other cities which have sprung up, as if by ma- 
gic, on the banks of the Ohio, and all our other 
‘Western rivers, owe their rapid growth and unex- 
ampled prosperity to this Cumberland road. Be 
assured, sir, that the flourishing, enterprising town 
of Wheeling, would at this moment be struggling 
and plodding with a stinted growth, had her pros- 
perity depended alone on the influence and effect of 
the Cumberland road. I will tell you, sir, to what 
she owes her rapid advance in population, wealth, 
and enterprise: she owes it partly to her almost 
unequalled water power, but mainly to the mighty 
power of steam, which has given navigation to her 
noble river, and machinery to her multiplying 
workshops. The revered name of Mr. Jefferson, 
too, the honored patriot and venerated s!atesman of 
Virginia, has been invo%ed to enlist the feelings of 
his native State in behalf of this road. Yes, sir; 
gentlemen who perhaps have but little respect for 
the opinions and principles of that great man on 
other subjects, are frequently most forward and 
clamorous in proclaiming his orthodoxy, when the 
public Treasury is to be tapped for the benefit of 
the “Cumberland road.” 

It is, perhaps, too late in the day, and is entirely 
unnecessary to my purpose, to argue the constitu- 
tionality of this road. Whatever may have been 
the reasons originally to justify or excuse the 
scheme, they do not, in my opinion, apply at the 
present time. Mr. Jefferson did, I believe, some 
forty years ago, or nearly, sanction, and perbaps 
patronize and foster, this road; but I am certain 
that he would never have done so, could he have 
foreseen its consequences, direct and collateral. He 
never even dreamed that it would attain its present 
length, and become an annual sponge, or perpetual 
drain on the public Treasury. When this wok 
was first projected, the vast and fertile region 
north and west of the river Ohio, was a 
occupied by barbarians 
and wild beasts. It is blooming, populous and 
wealthy, having contributed six or more additional 
members to our blessed family of States. Mr. Jef- 
ferson, sir, had greatly at heart the settlement, 
population and improvement of this country, and 
could have projected and favored this road to 


| its great river with no other view and er- 


pectation than to facilitate the migration thither 


of the enterprising pioneers and hardy -setilers 


of his “favorite West,” as he was wont to call 
that region. Besides, sir, the. power of steam 
was not then known: It was not then withia the ken 
of the wisest man to foresee, that se soon after the 
adoption of this plan of conducting the people, im- 
plements and other means of civilization into the 
wilderness of the far West, the stubborn currents 
of its mighty rivers were destined to yield to ita 
safe, easy, rapid, and most profitable navigation. 
Mr. President, it seems clear to my mind, that if 
these things could have been anticipated, we should 
never have heard of this “Cumberland road:” for 
if my information is correct, it is fast -yielding to 
their influence, and becoming ina great degree & 


-mere neighborhood affair in the States where these 


vast amounts of the national treasure are expend- 
ed for its extension. Iam informed, that neatly 
all who wend their way into the far West, invaria- 
bly, when they reach the Ọhio river, abandon the 
delightful coaches of this magnicent road, and par 
sue their journey ia steamboats whenever the river 
is navigable. : 
Mr. President, this “Cumberland road” which 
was at first but a little serpent, is now fast growitg 
to be a mighty anaconda, elongating itself ihrouga 
an empire, and involving States in its griping 89 
inextricable fo'ds! When and where, sir, is it t0 
stop? Its course is onward, onward—‘ 
eundo,” is most emphatically its motto. “It 
grows as it progresses,” and its appevitite is oaly 
sharpened by what it feeds on. The million 
which have been already appropriated to its useS, 
only stimulate its cupidity, and embolden its de 
mands fop other millions, When and where, Mr. 
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President, I: again, and earnestly ask, is this thing 
to stop? Where is to be its terminus, or is itto be 
interminable? Will gentlemen tell us? I seea 
bill laid upon our tables to authorize the President 
(I think) to bave marked out the boundaries, and 
to take possession, of the Teritory of Oregon. 


Thiak you then that this road, if permitted thus | 


togo on, is to stop even at the base of the Rocky 


mountains? Will it not cross over, or pass through, | 


those slight impediments, and then pursue with 
fresh vigor its onward course through the delightful 
plains of Oregon, to the bright shore of the great 


Pacific Ocean. And what will there then be to pre- | 


vent its return to its native East, by a new and 
circuitous route through other States? I, sir, for 
one, am ready at this moment tostop the “pro- 
gressof this evil? and if we cannot “kill the 


snake,” let us “scotch it.” Iam against thi: bill, 
Mr. President, because, in my soul and conscience, | 


I donot think we have power under the Constitu- 
tion to pass it. [am against it, because I think it 
unjost, impolitic, and inexpedient to pass it; and if 
it was both constitutional and expedient, I should 
be against it, because-of the present meagre state 
of the Treasury and disturbed condition of the 
coutry, both in its domestic and foreign re- 
lations. : pe 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he had not intended 
to say any thing on the subject at this moment, 
though, as a member of the committee that had re- 
ported the bill, and coming from a State feeling 
some interest in the question,-he had supposed it 
might become his daty.to reply to the speeches of 
the gentlemen opposed to the measure before the 
final vo'e was taken. The remarkable speech of 


the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Ciay,] who had ` 


jast taken his seat, said Mr. S. will change my 
original intention, and induce me now to submit 
some Temarks, in answer to the positions assumed 
by that Senato?, who seems to be among the most 
zealous Opponents of this measure, and I desire the 
especial attention of that Senator to my remarks. 
I wish to know whether I have misunderstood him, 
for I assure him I desire to present his arguments 
to the Senate fairly, and to answer them candidly. 
Did Landerstand the Senator correctly -as saying 
that this road is local in its character, because it 
does not point to Mobile or New Orleans? 

{Mr. Ciay of Alabama here rose and said he did 
not place its unconstitationality on that ground, but 
that it did not terminate either ‘on the seaboard or 
on the frontier. ] : : 


Then, sir, said Mr. S. the constitntionality of a 
work of this kind is to be tested by the point at 
Which it tesminates. This is a remarkable doc- 
inne. As this road is to terminate at a point cen- 
necting itself with the great thoroughfare of com- 
merce in the Southwest, it is unconstitutional; 
whereas, if it had connected with the frontier or the 
Atlantic, it would have ceen constitational. 


[Mr. Cray of Alabama said he had contended 
that the work was local, as it was confined to three 
or four States at most in its benefits.] s 


Not exactly so, Mr. President, said Mr. S. How 
does the Senator make out his case? If you admit 
his premises, he can make a very plausible speech, 
Bat, are his premises correct? How does he make 
out, in the first place, that the road is confined, in 
its benefits, to only three or four States at most, in 
order to make it unconstitutional? Why, sir, he 
must sever the work at the Ohio river, and 
take one end or the other of it—either the east- 
ern or the western section—and even then his po- 
sition Is untenable. But which end will he take? 
not the eastern end, surely, ranning through Vir- 
ginia, Penusylvania, and Maryiand; for that end 
all admit to be constitutional. Mr, Jefferson said 
so, and therefore he cannot mean the eastern divi- 
sion; he must mean the western, ranning through 
Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois, and Missowii, and ultimate- 
ly, I hope, threugh Arkansas. Then, sir, I am to 
understand that the road in the contemplation of 
the Senator, west cf the Oùnio, is unconstitutional, 
and east of the Ohio is constitutional. Do I under. 
stand the Senator right in this particular? 

(Mr. Cray again rose and said, he should 
despair of making the Senator from Indiana under- 
sand him. . He had contended for no such doc- 
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trine as that one end of the road was constitutional, 
and the other end unconstitutional] 

Then, Mr. President, said Mr. S. how does the 
Senator make out the work to be a local measure, 
confined to three States, and at most to four; if he 
gives us the benefit of the whole road, he must and 
does know that the road, as located, extends from 
Cumberland, in the State of Maryland, to St. 
Charles, in the State of Missouri, running through 
seven States, and that it is contemplated to con- 
tinue it through the eighth. What, then, becomes 
of his local question? He has referred to the veto 
message of General Jackson on the Maysville road 


. bill. I did not expect to hear that Senator refer to 


, that document, as he voted for that bill both before 
| and after the veto, as I understood him as admitting 


to my friend from Illinois, [Mr. Younc ] Bat, sir, 
let me once for all say to those who recognise the 


` doctrines of that veto message, here and elsewhere, 


that, for one, I am entirely willing to test the ques- 
tion before the Senate by the doctrines of that 
document. I mean, upon the question whether 
this be a local or a national work. Sir, if the Cum- 
berland road is not a national work, where, in the 
name of Heaven, can you find one; a work that 
connects, as it were, two continents—the Atlantic 
with the great valley of the Mississippi, crossing the 
American Andes, and uniting the States and people 
of the Republic by a chain that will remain for 


ages a monument of the wisdom of our statesmen, | 


and which may, hke the Appean way of Rome, 
outlive the liberties of the country, and remain a 
memento of oar nation as she was in the pure days 
of the Republic. 

The Senator from Alabama is not the only Sena- 
tor who has pointed to the western portion of the 
road, from the river Ohio west, and argued that it 
was local, and some have said almost useless, as 
the Ohio river, they seem to suppose, answers all 
the purposes of the road; at most, they say, that 
portion of the road is only beneficial to the few 


“States through which it runs. These views are, 


no doubt, honestly urged; but, sir, knowing some- 
thing about this matter personally, I aver to you, 
that ifI were called upon this moment, by my vote, 
to dispense with either end of the work, I would 
not hesitate a moment in selecting the eastern por- 
tion from Wheeling to Cumberland; and for this 
obvious reason—you have a number of avenues, 
roads, and canals, from the Ohio river te the At- 
laniic, besides the Cumberland road; when it 
is a fact known to all, that there is bat the sinele 
thoroughfare for the whole ‘travel, stages, mails, 
and emigrants, west from the Ohio, running direct- 
ly through these great States; nor could it be main- 
tained, for a moment, that the Ohio river would 
answer as a substitute for the road, even if it were 
admitted that it was at all times navigable, as the 
road runs through the centre of the States, about 
equidistant between the Ohio and the lakes, say at 
an average of near one hundred miles from the 


Ohio. Senators say that it is only beneficial to | 


four States,at most. This isa limitei and erroneous 
view ofthe question. It is beneficial io the whole; 
if itis not, what becomesof your break-waters, light- 
houses, fortifications harbors, custom-houses, and 
improved rivers. They are infinitely more local 
than this work, and yet who ever thought of con- 
fining their benefits to the particular State in which 
they are located? Suppose, however, the benefits 
of the road were confined to four States; is it no 
object to construct it? These four States contain a 
population greater than was contained in the Union 
at the period of the Revolution. They have paid 
into the National Treasury over $70,000,000 for 
public lands alone, besides their equal proportion 
of your imposts. And are they to have no return? 
Are they to be ostracised by this new-born policy 
of the present day? 

I have, in my report, pointed to this work as a 
great commercial road, and therefore national in 
that point of view. Sir, I repeat it here, I am aware 
of the new-fangled doctrine on this subject, but I 
have read and listened in vain to the arguments 
of gentlemen posse’sing powers capable of illus- 
trating any proposition with clearness and force, 
with the single object of seeing or hearing some sa- 
tisfactory solution of this matter, and I would now 


- like to hear some gentleman, who has made this 


Senate. 


matter his stady—and I see several in the Senate 
tell me why it is that you can constitutionally clear 
out and improve, at the expense of the Govern- 
ment, under the commercial power, Tar fiver, in 
North Carolina, where the whole commerce may 
consist of the passage, ina wood boat, of a few 
barrels of tar or turpentine, and a return cargo of a 
barrel or two of salt, when, under the same power, 
ycu cannot construct or compiete the Cumberland 
road over which, in addition to the great mails, 
(which are strangers at Tar river) there are more 
actual commercial operations in one day than there 
are on the river I have named in a year. I have 
only selected that river as an ilustration, as there 
are innumerable cases equally strong; but I select 
the North Carolina case, because both the Senators 
from that State deny the constitutional power to 
construct this work. Let Senators read me the 
_ Clause in the Constitution that relates to the regu- 
lation of commerce carried on in Roats or vessels, 
, and excludes that carried in ‘wagons. Can it be 
|| possible that as soon asa box of goods leaves the 
‘boat and enters a wagon, it changes its constitution- 
al relations? Can that instrument be so read, with- 
out doing violence to ils provisions? I know that 
construction will suit the seaboard, but it is not the 
true reading of that charter, which was created for 
the benefit of all, universal in its provisions, and 
applicable to the thousand different shapes com- 
mercial operations may assume. I do not say that 
the opinions cannot be maintained, by which the 
commercial powers of the Government are confined 
to the water, but I do say Ihave never heard or 
' read any argument intelligible to me sustaining 
that distinction, and I repeat, I shall be pleased to 
hear some one of the many restrictionists here at- 
tempt to sustain it now. Mr. President, since you 
entered political life—yes, sir, since I have taken 
part in political matters, which is long since you 
were at the meridian, these new-fangled doc- 
trines have sprung up; they did not vegetate 
in the soil of the Revolution, nor were 
they cherished or countenanced by the heroes 
and sages who formed our Constitution; and who, 
it might be supposed, if we were not told otherwise, 
had some knowledge of the provisions contained in 
it. I donot feel bound to go into the whole con- 
stitutional argument to sustain the power until I 
hear gentlemen, who admit the commercial power 
to make harbors and clear out rivers, in which I 
heartily concur, drawa distinction intelligible to 
me, against the power in this case. 

The Senator from Alabama, (Mr. Cuay,] and 
the other Senators, have based their arguments 
against this bill, sofar as I have been able to un- 
derstand, them, on the following ground,in addition 
to the constitutional objections, and the locality 
‘of the road, which objections I have adverted to. 
They say that the funds, or rather the two per cent. 
| Of the sales of the public lands in the States through 
; which the road rans, bas been exhausted; and, 

therefore, there is no obligation on the part of the 
|| Government to complete the work. Iam aware, 
', sir, that this argument is plausible, and upon a su- 
perficial view of the subject, it is well calculated to 
prejudice honest minds against the bill. I shall, 
therefore, direct the most of the remarks which I 
shall submit at this time to that point, leaving the 
Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Youna,] my colleague, 
and others, to discuss the subject more at large. 
I am not about to deny the position assumed, that 
a sum equal to the amount of the two per cent. of 
the salesof the public lands in the States .of Ohio, 
Indiana, Iilinois, and Missouri, has been expended 
by tbe General Government on this road. I pre- 
sume such to be the fact. But, sir, when I have 
admitted all this, I contend that,so far as the 
merits of the question are concerned, I have ad- 
mit'ed nothing against the bill. If this work be, 
as I contend it is, a national work, commenced by 
the Government, and located to and throueh its 
public domain, in the valley of the Mississippi, 
wi'h the avowed object of facilitating the seitlement 
of the public domain, and thereby of aiding the 


public Treasury in meeting the heavy debt which 
was hanging over the country; and if, by such loza- 
tion, as I contend, the Governmenth:id out tothe par- 
chasers of her lands the assurance that the road 
so located by her shouid be finished, she canno, 
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now abandon the work wiihouta gross violation 


avail themselves of any benefit whatever from the {| confident hoge that the appropriation will not be iw 
of pubhke faith, nor without doing the greatest in- : 


fund, even if such a benefit would result from a withheld. $ 


justice to the people, who have purchased, and || Work not coming near their borders. Such a con- After some remarks in reply by Mr. CLAY of i! 
improved at high prices, the land on the line of || struction of the compacts would not be listened to || Alabama. f f f Po 
the work, relying on the completion of it in || a moment, were the question one between indivi- Mr. ANDERSON said he did not rise for the 1 
good faith; nor can the Government now aban- || duals—much less can it be maintained between the || purpose of entering inte the details of the discus- st 
don the work without doing vivlence to the States || high contracting parties in this case. sion, and should have been contented merely to (# 


record his vote, but for the remarks which had 4 
But let me examine the position a little further, || just been made by his friend [Mr. Chay] from s 
and suppose the General Government a trustee for || Alabama. Tims last and earnest appeal which «t 
the States in the expenditure of the two per cent. he had addressed to the opponents of this measure, i 
fund on this road. I putit to the Senators who op- || to induce them to support his amendment, made it 3# 
pose the bill, whether it was competent for her to || altogether proper that he should ray a few words «i 
diminish the funds by a reduction of the price and || in explanation of the course he should take. gi 
quality of the land from which it was to be raised. Mr. A. said he bad listened with great attention, s 
Will Senators attempt to maintain that, in the dis- || when this subject was discussed on yesterday, to ¥ 
charge of the trust, the Government could lay down || the remarks of the distinguished Senator near him, i) 
the work on a scale so national and expensive [Mr. Catnoun,] from South Carolina, and took «i 
that the fund would only be sufficient to commence | occasion to state that he concurred most fully in 4 
the work, and leave for the States the completien the views which he had advanced in regard to the # 
of a work of dimensions so extensive as to put it great principles that, in his opinion, apply to the m 
out of their power to finish, without great embar- main question. The amendment had been adro- ti 
rassment? I hold that, viewing it merely as a trust cated as a proposition whch would put this per- 3 
ples, therefore, that, as the work was laid down by | question, a faithful discharge of that trust required plexed claim forever at rest. If he entertained this j 
the Federal Government on a national scale, itshould || the Government to appropriate the whole fund ` hope, nothing would gratify him more than to give 4 
be constructed by the National Treasury. But, sir, '| that would have arisen from the sales of the whole | to it his most candid support; or if there was even 
do the compacts relieve the Government from her ; Of the public lands at the prices fixed at the date of ` a remote probability that this would be the resalt, i 
general responsibility to complete the constraction | the compacts, in the completion of the work, and ' he would cheerfully unite with those gentlemen. ri 
of this work. I maintain that they do not; and | if she reduced the price of the land, made dona- There was nothing be more desired than that some + 
here I am apprised 1 am about to assault the sup- | tions or grants for any purpose whatever, laid out plan could be devised by which this important and s 
posed impregnable fortress of the enemies to this : the work on a scale too extensive for the fund, ; exciting subject could be surely and lastingly se- | 
work. I meet the question with pleasure, and all I |, withheld appropriations until they were consumed ` vered from vs. But he said he had examined the 4 
can ask is, that Senators may hear me with. pa- || 1n repairs, oF otherwise improvidently dissipated ` amendment with care, in the hope of finding the y 

` tience and meet my arguments with candor. What | the fund, or deteated the object, it was atherperil grounds upon which gentlemen had placed their y 
is the true meaning of the compacts, or, in other | and at her own expense, and is no answer to the | expectations, and he regretted to say that there 4 
_ words, what was the contract between the States || States when they ask for the appropriations to || was nothisg, either within the context of the po- ¢ 
‘west of the Ohio river and the General Govern- || complete the work. This, sir, is briefly my view || viso, which would justify him in the belief thatit y 
ment in relation to this work? I am answered by || O£ this question. I might amplify and illustrate, | would be well received by the parties who are 50 į 
“the Senator from Alabama. It was simply that || but I choose to be concise, in hopes that I may not || deeply interested, or which could be considered as |, 
‘ 
Y 
i 
a 


through which it runs, upon general principles. 1 
am not now examining the compacts. It is a 
fact well known by ali Western Senators, that, 
upon the location of the Cumberland road through 
the States west of the Ohio river, the State roads 
running in the same direction were abandoned, and 
the whole travel thrown upon this road; the State 
roads were located upon a scale corresponding 
with State necessities and State means, while this 
‘road was located and intended to be constructed 
upon a svale of expenditure far beyond any thiog 
that a State would have contemplated—hence the 
great injustice of abandoning this national work io 
be completed on a scale ruinous to the States, and | 
about which they were not consulted; nor are their | 
. weans adapted to it. I hold upon general princi- 


two per cent. arising from the sales of the public deter those who are willing to understand thisques- || in any way final and obligatory.’ Sir, said he, 
lands in those States should be expended by the || tion from reading my remarks and examining my || they have higher views of their own claims, which ° 
Government towards a road leading towards those || Positions. The-argument of a bankrupt Treasury |) -have risen with the. progress of legislation. In | 
. Bimtes; and that when such an expenditare has || Szems to be urged against this bill with unusual || fact, there is nothing by which you propose to biad 
been made, the Government has discharged its ob- || force by gentlemen who participate largely in na- || them. It would only end as a mere gratuity, , 
_ ligation to the States. This position I wholly re- || tional expenditures. | I have met this. argument || and the practicat result would be, if they , 
padiate. I contend. that the General Government || more than once during the.discu-sion on this sub- || were to accept your proposition, the con- 
was bound: to make the road, and that the two || ject in its various stages, and I.cando litle more || dition would not be felt to be binding as | 
per cent. reserved by her was to aid her in the com- || now than repeat what I have before said; and that | to any thing except that they should merely take , 
pletion of the work; and I rely upon the following || 's that I will not accept of that plea. asa defence | into theirown hands the application and expendi- , 
facts to sustain me. The construction of this road || against the charge of a-refusal to make this appro- || ture of a certain amount of money. They would, , 
was a part of the original land policy of the na- || Priation; last year the same cry was raised; the i; hereafter, urge that the very consideration ex- 
tion as the proprietor of the domain in the Valley || bill pavsed the Senate, and fell in the House. Not- | pressed upon the face of this amendment implied : 
of the Mississippi. It was commenced, and in pro- withstanding the cry, then, I see the expenditures "your concession of their claim; and after exhaust- 
gress, long before the existence of the compacts || of the Government last year were $31,815,000, not ` ing the funds which you had given to them, they 
between the States of Indiana, Illincis, and Mis- || & dollar of which was appropriated to this work. ` would return upon you with redoubled energy aad 
sonti,:with the General Government, and was not || Where did it go? aye, that is the question, Are augmented demands. They would come bere 
therefore prompted by these compacts. we, then, to be told of.anempty Treasury as an . from yearto year. They would never cease to | 
_ Immediately after the location of the road throegh excuse for not completing this road? Sir, wil! not urge their pretensions upon you. It is according. 


Ohio, the Government reductd the price of the || that plea be just as geod next year as it is this? tothe Jaws which govern all human action that 
_Jands from two dollars to one dollar and twenty- |} Wit not cbjects of expenditure be always found : this should be so. We ought to remember. thats , 
-five.cents per acre, and made large grants, for va- || Suficient te drain the Treasury, in exclusion of ra 

rious purposes, without the consent of the States. || this wo.k, if we Ei to be. put off with ihat excuse? | spread over a vast territory, occupying four States 

The States were never consulted in relation to || As one of the friends of the work, I demand that. it || of this Union, will continue to feel that their in- 

either the route, scale, or location of the work, but, || shall pa:ticipate in your expenditures. If econo- || terests haye entered into the success of this road; 

on the contrary, the Government laid down the || mizing isto be the order of the day, I am williog || and, sir, you have no alternativė but to mee! the 
seale and prosecuted the work upon her own plan, || ‘hat our great work may bear its due propor- || question face to face. He voted against the amend- 
- wholly independent of the States, which certainly ;| tion of the reduction of expenditures, with || ment of yesterday for several reasons, which 
would not have been the case, had it been under- || the other objects to which the national expenditures || it was unnecessary to repeat, except to 687, gene- 
stood by either party that the work was to be aban- || have been directed, bot I protest against its exclu- || rally, that he had no objection to the friends of 
doned whenever the two per cent. was expended, |} S100. I regret exceedingly that the Administration || the measure fashioning it in its greatest strength, 
varising from sales of the residue of the lands at should have thought proper to leave this work out || because, in a contest of this sort, this would 
the redaced price. The troth is, as the early esti- || Of the annual estimates. I greatly fear the effect || sooner or later be done; and the only true meth 

-mates and reports show, it was believed by all par- || Of this rejection in the estimates may prove dis- || of resistance was to meet itfully and boldly, and 

ties that the two per cent. fand would fioish the || astrous to the appropriation, though I do not see | in the strengest shape in which it could be pre 
- work; and it was upon that principle the Govern-. why it should. I am. apprised of the power || sented. The overthrow would then be the mere 
ment agreed to make it, and proceeded, without || of party, and how difficult it is for gentle- || signal and permanent. We have, sir, no safely 
consultation with the States in relation to the scale || men to rid themselves of party influence; still || in mere strategy. Ours is a cause which mustbe | 


massive, population, growing in numbers, and 


or location of the work, as the States had nothing || Ido hope that the friends of ihis work will rise || fought upon the basis of principle, or not at all. 
to do with that matter. What would have. been || above party considerations, and sustain that | We have no allurementsto offer. If we are de- 
the situation of the parties, if the constraction of || Policy which was commenced by Mr. Jefferson, || feated we must renew the contest—discuss ov” 
the Senator from Alabama should be adopted? || aod prosecuted through the succeeding administra- | principles, enlighten the public mind, aod nlf 
‘Why, sir, the General Government would have the || "ons, maintain the national faith, and give no just || upon it, in the end, a fice and thinking peopte wi 
` whole power in her hands, and the compacts to the grounds of complaint to those who have relied on || abide by their Constitution, and return into the i 
Siates would be a dead letter. The expenditure || vs to complete this great national work. I will not || halls‘of Congress the trae expression of their opr 
of the two per cent, to.sards making a road leading detain the Senate longer, leaving it for others te go | nions. As to thie amendment, you have nothing 

l 

| 


towards the State, might be so made as to lay out more at large into tne condition of the road, and to hope from it. It settles nothing, and, said be, 
the whole fund east of the Alleghany mountains, claims of the West. I rose to a few prominent | | shall vote against it, and against the bill, because 
on the foundation of a work whica the States west || points in the argument, and having said briefly || jt is unconstitutional. l 

of the Ohio would be compelled to complete, to what I proposed saying, I leave the matter with a | Sir, said he, I should be greatly gratified to %8 


| €x now under consideration is a bill making ap- | 
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gurselves relieved from the borden of this ques- 
tion, so that the Congress of this great Republic 
should no longer experience this incessant and ha- 
passing oppression, and that in regard to all great 
questions of such high constitutional import, no lo- 
al interests, wielding a powerful influence, could 
be brought to move upon our sympathies. In this 
view, he hoped that the time would come when this 
mbject, embracing such a variety of considera- ; 
tions, will, under some judiciously devised plan, be ; 
finally disposed of, and that we, sir, will be un- | 
trammetled, and beyond its reach. Sir, we will .: 
then stand as we ought, fully and fairly as to mat- 
ters of thus sort, upon the great constitutional ques- 
tion of internal improvement by the General Go- 
yeroment.. All other lines and shades touching it 
will then be extinguished, and, in the true charac- 
ter of American Senators, we might put at rest fer- 
ever the pretension of this immense and imposing 
power, which is advocated by a great party in this 
coaniry. Sir, I look upon this power of internal 
improvement by the General Government as more 
seductive, influential, and dangerous than any | 
which has ever been claimed for it. The power to 
establish a United States Bank is far beneath it, in 
all that concerns the great practical results upon | 
our social and political system. The latter is but | 
asa single rod of iron, white, compared to that, the | 
other is as a thousand of similar size, boand inte a 
single bandte; and looking upon the question in 
this aspect, he preferred to meet it fail in the front, 
and, if we can, to vote it down. 


He believed | 


itto be the only mode to adjust it, unless it can be | 
dherwise done at some future day, by the fully As 

r. | 
å'concluded by saying that these remarks were | 


pressed concurrence of the parties involved. 


sficient to explain what he thought as to the 
amendment, and which was the sole object for 
which he had risen. . 

Mr. PIERCE briefly replied to Mr. ANDERSON, 
when 

The question was taken on the substitute, and it 
vas rejected, by the following vote: 

Y&AS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Dixon, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, 
Perce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, and Ruggles— 
12 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, 
Davis, Fulton, Grundy, Lian, Merrick, Nicholas, 
Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ad, Strange, Sturgeos, Tallmadge, Tappan, Web- 
ster, White, Wright, and Young—26. 

Mr. GRUNDY said that, as the season would be 
far advanced before this bill would be finally acted 
min the House, and as the amount appropriated 
tould uot be profitably expended the present sea- 
son, he moved tc reduce the sum in each State from 
$150,000 to $100,000. - 

Mr PRESTON moved as an amendment to the 
amendment, that “$100,000” be stricken out, and 
“$75,000” inserted. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Preston's 
amendment, and it was agreed to—ayes 23, noes 
17, as follpws: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, 
Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, Kirg, 
Lumpkin, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Rug- 
gles, Sevier, Southard, Strange, Webster, and 
Wright—23. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Allen, 
Grandy, Henderson, Lian, 
Porter, Robinson, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, Tappan, Wall, White, and Young—17. 

The question then being about to be put on the 
engrossment of the bill, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky intimated his wish to 
address the Senate on the bill; and, on his motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 


Benfon, Buchanan, 
Merrick, Nicholas, 


SPEECH OF MR. SAMUELS, 
OF VIRGINIA, 

In the House of Representatives, April 13, 1840—In 
Commitee ofthe Whole, on the biil making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 

ases of the Government, for the year 1840. 


r. SAMUELS said: Mr, Chairman, the sab- 


Appropriation Bill—Mr. Samuels. 


propriations for the civil and diplomatic expens‘s 
of the Government for the year 1840. It is necces- 
sary to State this fact, and occasionally to recur to 
it, or it may be overleoked in the wide range 
which the debate has assumed. It isa subject 
worthy of remark, that the section now before the 
committee, is that appropriating money for the sa- 
laries of the President and his Cabinet counsellers. 


: Itmust be admitted, by every member, that this 


appropriation .must be made as long as the law 
fixing the salaries remains as at present. This 
waste of time, the whole day, up to this hour, 
upon a subject about which there can be on differ- 
ence of opinion, cannot be justified. In the re- 
marks [ am about to make, but litile will be ad- 
ded to the abuse adverted to. Considering the 
debate wholly irregular, I will not practise my- 
self that which I condemn in others. 

My principal object in rising, is to take issue 


with several gentlemen who have favored the | 


committee with their views. My colleague, [Mr. 
Wise) the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
CusninG,} and the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Broptex,} all concurred. in opinion that the 
Executive is responsible for the appropriations con- 
tained in this bill, if it shall pass. My colleague 
[Mr. Wise] especially, oftener than once ingnired 
of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means whether this bill was recom- 
mended and approved by the Executive: and when 
informed that it was prepared from estimates fur- 
nished by the Departments, he took particular 
pans to direct the attention of the committee to the 
fact that it was so prepared. He avowed his pur- 
pose of fixing the responsibility of the measure 
upon the Executive. From all this we might infer 


i; that my colleague holds that the Executive is jn- 
, vested with the power to’ make appropriations, for 


it would be highly unjust to hold him responsible 
for them, if he have no such power. Does my col- 
leagine hold that, because an appropriation is re- 
commended by the President, that Congress is 
bound to make it? 

[Mr. Wise was understood to answer in the ne- 
gative.] 

The gentleman from JMassachusetts [Mr. Cusu- 
Ina] expressed the opinign that-we onght to vote for 
appropriations reeomm by the Executive, un- 
less in an extreme cæe. f The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania went sofa as to hold the Depart- 
ment responsible for tHg correctness of their esti- 
mates, and if there wer® any omissions or errors in 
those estimates, he would not vote appropriations 
called for by supplementary estimates, unless good 
reasons could be shown why they were not inc'ud- 
ed among the first. He was pleased to indicate 
this course for himself, because, as he alleged, it 


wou'd prevent the practice which he charged upon | 


the Departments of making estimates which are ` 


terwards making additional estimates, which have 
not the same degree of publicity given to them. 

The opinions of the three gentlemen seem to be 
based upon the hypothesis that the power of origi- 
nating appropriations, to some extent, at least, is 
with the President; or why attach so much conse- 
quence to his recommendations? 


To these opinions, and the obvious inferences from 
them, I cannot assent. I hold that, in the constitu- 
tional distribution of pewer touching this subject, 
the President is only invested with the power to re- 
commend to the consideration of Congress such 
measures as he shall judge necessary and expedi- 
ent: the duty of Congress is not changed by the 
fact that a measure comes forward with the Exe- 
cutive recommendation. 
to lay ard collect taxes, &2. to provide for the 
common defence and general welfare, to raise and 
supperlt armies, to provide and maintain a navy, is 
conferred by the Constitution; and, whether the 
Executive makes a recommendation or not, the 
power, the duty, and the responsibility of Congress 
are precisely the same. Gentlemen could not, if 
they would, avoid the responsibility of their sta- 
lion, e ther by delegating their power to the Execu- 
tive, or by yielding submission to his recommenda- 
tions. The acts of Congress are chargeable to that 
body: if they waste the public money, they are re- 
sponsible; if they suffer it to be done by the Exe- 


The power of Congress | 


| 
| 
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cutive, they are guilty cf a double derelicuon of 
duty, in neglec:ing the public interest, and ia per- 
miting an encrvachment on their constitutional 
power. 

Nor can gentlemen, with more appearance of 
justice, ascribe to the Secretary of the Treasary 
any responsibility on acecunt of the public expen- 
ditures. His duty, as defined and laid down by 
law, is to digest and prepare plans for the improve- 
ment and management of the revenue, and tor the 
support of the public credit; to prepare and report 
estimates of the public revenue and public exper- 
ditures, and to superintend the collection of the re- 
venue, and to lay before Congress, at every ses. 
sion, a report on those subjecis, for their informa- 
tion. Whether his policy be good or bad, whether 
his plans be wise or unwise, is a subject which 
Congréss alone are able to decide. Their accounta- 
bility to the people is not lessened because the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury may have recommended 
the measures they adopt. 

A. the present session of Congress, the President, 
in accordance with his duty, has recommended to 
Congress sueh measures as he deemed necessary 
and expedient. Among other measures recom- 
mended, is the practice of economy. It is our duty 
to consider this recommendation with reference 
only to i:s own intrinsic merit, and apart from the 
quarter whence it comes. It is at all times the 
duty of Congress to appropriate no more money 
than is demanded by the public welfare; and now 
that we are enzaged in the consideration of a bill 
making app:opriations, it is the duly of every mem- 
ber of the committee toexamine it clusely, andsee if . 
there be any extravagant or superfluous appropri- 


| ation, and if so, toamend the bill. I therfore invoke 


t-eaid of my colleague's superior experience: if there 
be any thing exceptionable in the bill, I hope he 
will take up the challenge of my friend the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
make it apparent, That gentleman invited scruti- 
ny, yet my colleague made no specific charge, 
against the bill. 

(Mr. Wisx said he had several amendments to 
offer, when we shall arrive at the sections for which 
they are intended. ] 

I am glad to hear my colleague say this: it 
shows that he has had the bill under consideration, 
and gives some assurance that the subject is likely 
to receive the investigation due to it at the hands of 
Congress. + For myself, I profess a strong desire to 
practise economy in the public expenditures, and 
will show my sincerity by my votes. 

My colleague (Mr. Wise] has animadverted 
with great severity upon what he deems the fear- 
fal and enormous expenditures of money for seve- 
ral years pas!: he took some pains to show the 


:; average amounts for those years: he made a calcu- 


|| lation to show how much per head this expenditure 
pudlisiied extensively through the country, and af- || 


would have imposed on each individual if the mo- 
ney had been raised by a capitation tax. He made 
the average annual expenditure for the time em- 
braced in his calculation between thirty-three and 
thirty four millions of dollars. All this expenditare 
he ascribed to the present Administration and that 
immdiately preceding it. He scarcely recognised 
the intervention of Congress in making the laws 
appropriating money. He denounced the Execue 
tive for his extravagance in unmeasured terms. 
When inquired of by the gentleman fiom New 
York, [Mr. VANDERPUEL,] wielherhe expected the 
Executive to withhold his constitutional sanction 
from the appropra‘ on laws upon the groond of 
their supposed extravagance—and whether he cen- 
sured bim for having given that sanction, my 
colleague distinctly admitted that he did not expect 
the Executive to withhold his sanction for such rea- 
son—that it was unusual and improper to do so. 
Altkough my colleague took no exception on ac- 
count of the President’s exercise of his constitu- 
tional power, yet he ascribed to him a certain mys- 
terious subtle influence over members of Congress; 
an influence which my colleague, with all his 
graphic powers, could not delineate or define, yet 
which he alleged to have existence, and of which 
he asserted the genileman from New York, (Mr. 
VANDERPOEL,] was fully conscious. This tafluer ce, 
if exerted for the purpose, my colleague tho gat 
would bave kept down the expenditures. 


te 
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Without stopping to defend the President and 
the former Congress from the grave charge 1m- 
plied in the statement of my coileague, I must say 
that the censure conveyed by it is most unjus:. 
The charge is, that a secret influence is possessed 
by the Executive over a co-ordinate branch of the 
Government, which is alike dshonorable to bcth. 
Yet because he foregoes the exercise of that al- 
leged influence in regard to a most important 
branch of public business, it is made a subject of 
reproach. If such influence did exist, it would 
not have been a canse of complaint that it was 
permitted to lie inactive forever. 

My colleague gave his testimony, without re- 
serve, against the extravagance of the present and 
jate Administration; he condemned them without 
any quaiification or saving whatever. He gave 
amounts of money expended in various years, and 
because the amounts in certain years exceeded the 
amoun's in certain other years by large sums, he 
considered the charge fully made out. It seems 
to me, however, that, if the expenditures in 1838 


exceeded those in 1826 by the sum of fifteen millions ' 
of dollars, it by mo means follows that the expendi- ; 


tures of 1838 were extravagant, because it might | 


be necessary and prorer to expend so much more '; 


in 1838 than in 1826. The charge alleged, is, | 
that a useless and wasteful expenditure of public i 
money has been made; my colleague bere testi- | 
mony tothe truth of the charge. lt is due alike to | 
himself, to his constituents, and to the country, that | 


full proof should be obtained upon this subject. i 
The charge is a conclosion drawn from many | 


facts, and the justice or injustice of that conclu- | 
sion mast depend upon the facts from which ‘it is 
drawn. The candor and liberality of my colleague 
should prompt him to bear testimony in favor of 
the Administration upon those points v herein they 
are justified. That gentleman was a member of the 
Twenty-fifth Cengress: that Congress made the 
appropriations which were expended in the year 
1838, in which were made the larges: of the ex- 
penditures complained of. Testimony coming from 
my colleasue would have great weight; and it would 
be important to hear him upon each item of ex- 
cess of expenditure in 1838 over 1826. Ihave pre- 
pared a table contrasting the expenditures of those 
years respectively, and would like to know which “ 
of the appropriations in 1838 he approved, and 

which he oppceset. The aggregate of the excess is 

made up of smaller sums; and if each item of ex- 

ce:s be justified, the whole cannot be wrong. 

The table is not perfect, because of the great 
difficulty in identifying the character of the expen- 
ditures in those years. I will not detain the com- 

*mittee by a minute examination of these particu- 
lars, bat there are a few items so large in amount 
as to show how a great part of the excess was 
created. For instance: 

1838 Compensation and mileage 


to Senators - - $175,728 80 
1826 do. 61,868 80 
Excess - $113,860 00 


1838 Contingent expenses of the i 
Senate - 
1826 do. 


$127,823 10 
6,913 04 


ane 


$120.910 06 


Excess 


1838 Compen.ation to House of 
Representatives - 
1826 do. 


$518,547 00 
328,803 00 


- $189,744 00 


Excess 


1838 Treasury Department: sala- 
ries in the offices of the 
two Comptrolilers, five 
Auditors, Treasurer, Re- 
gister, General Land Of- 
fice, and Solicitor 

Same items, as far as ex- 
pended - 


$337,013 22 
219,155 45 


ae te nee 


- $117,857 77 


1826 


Excess 


———$——— 


1836 General Post Office: salaries 
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in the offices of the Post- 
mas’er General, Assist- 
ent Postmaste:s General, 
and Auditor 
1826 Salaries 


Excess - 
1838 Territories a - 
1836 do. - 

Excess - 
1838 Judiciary - - - 
1826 do - - - 

Excess - 


1838 Building and repairing light- 
houses, light-boats, buoys, 
&c. and support and 
maintenance thereof 
1826 Same expenses 


Excess - 
1838 District of Columbia, pub- 
lic buildings including 
Commissionei’s salary, 
public grounds, other im- 
provements, including 
bridge navigation of Po- 
tomac, maintaining peni- 
tentiary, relief of cerpo- 
rate cities 


| 1826 Repairing and building at 


President’s House, Capi- 
tol, and public offices, 
enclos ng and improving 
public grounds and 
squares - - 

Excess 


1838 Mist, for salaries, machi- 


nery, copper, buildings, - 
&e =- - - 


1826 Mints - : : 


Excess - 
1838 Pay of the army, subsistence 
of officers, subsistence 
and forage - - 
1826. Pay of army, subsistence 
forage ~ - r 

Excess 


1838 Fortifications, armaments, 
. repairs, Ordnance De- 
partment, cannon, shot 
and powder --- - 

1826 Fortifications and Ord- 

‘ mance Department, 


Excess $ 


1838 Indian Department, inctud- 
ing annuities and all 
other expenditures on 
account of thef Indians, 
excepting the Seminole 
and Creek wars 

1826 Indian Department, Indian 
annuities, treaties with 
the Indians, trading houses 


Excess 


1838 Preventing and suppressing 
Indian hostilities 

1826 Nothing was expended uns 
der this head. 


1838 Survey of ports, harbors, 
breakwaters, military 
roads and other internal 


8136.996 54 
38 350 00 


—_—_ 


$98,646 54 


$115,812 82 
- 36,098 82 


$79,714 10 


$378 873 95 
209,861 91 


$169,012 04 


OT i 


$445 352 57 
182,738 6l 


$262,613 96 


$502,585 67 


91,261 97 


ete ene 


$411,313 70 


$140,910 00 
43,668 27 


—_—_- 


€97,241 73 


$2,559,758 08 
1,307,759 34 


- $1,251,998 74 


—— 


$1,123,162 85 
835,121,07 


re 


$288,041 78 


— aiŘ— 


$5,564,223 25 


753,247 54 


ee 


$4,810,976 21 


$3,804,359 20 


$3,804,359 20 


| and willing to particular.ze. 
i involved this injustice; there are many items 
| of excess which all must agree ought to be subjects 
| of commendation rather than of censure: as, for in- 


improvements - =- $1,188,876 66 


1826 No such expense 


e. 


_$1,158.876 66 


Cumberlandroad - - $351,977 62 
No such expense - - 


1838 
1826 


ene 


$351,977 62 


—_ 


1838 Revolutionary and other 
pensions - -> $2,113,418 79 
1826 Pensions,Revolutionary and 
other - - - 1,556,593 83 
Excess - $556,824 96 
j 1838 Theamount of expenditures T 


exhibited in the public 
account for 1838, under 
the head of naval esta- 
blishment, i $ - a 
Expenditure under same 
head - 


$6,131,580 53 
1826 


4,257,474 43 


Excesss - $1,874,106 10 


1838 Protection of Northern 
frontier - - $439,001 00 
1826 No such expense. 
Excess - $439,001 00 
1838 Trust funds held by the Go- ae 
vernment and paid over $2,305,321 89 
1826 Trust funds, viz: unclaimed 
merchandise, - - 266 47 
Excess - $2305,055 42 


Upon these items alone, the excess of expendi- 
ture in 1838, over that of 1826, is $18,522,130 59. 
[In the progress of the recital of the table, much 
desultory debate occurred between Mr. Samuris 


April, 1849, 


and Mr. Wise, the former insisting that if any one ~ 
of these excesses was improper and inexpedient, it _ 


should be pointed out, and interrogating Mr. Wisk 

as to his votes in regard to several of them. Mr. 

W. said it was impossib'e for him to recollect how 

he might have voted upon particular appropria- , 
tions. In regard to the increased expenses of the 

army, Mr. W. said he was not answerable at all, 

as he had oppo-ed the increase of the army, which 

necessarily increascd the expenses. Mr. W. fina- 

ly declined answering any further questions.] 

Mr. SAMUELS said it was, in his opinion, 
wholly unjust to make a g:neral and sweep- 
ing denunciation of waste and extravagance 
against the Administration, without being able 
Such a conre 


stance, the expenditureon account of the trust 
funds. These funds were received almost entirely 
by the Government in satisfaction of claims by our 
citizens upon foreign Governments, yets when 
paid over to the rightful owners, they go to swell 
the aggregate of expenditure, and are thus made 
the cause of repreach—that is, the Administration 
is reproached for successfully asserting, and ho- 
nestly paying over, the claims of our citizens upon 
foreign powers. , a 

Mr. Chairman: I think it has already been shown 
that the responsibility of passing approp:iation 
laws rests wholly upon Congress. {tis for the peo- 
ple, who are deeply interested, to inquire into this 
subject, and if there be any waste, to hold those 
accountable who caused it. It isa fact perfectly 
well known, that the original unmixed “Whig 
party” and their new al'ies, the “Conservative paf- 
ty,” held the power in the House of Representa- 
tives during the Twenty-fifth Congress, which made 
the appropriations for 1838. In regard to the 
Whig party, the immediate political friends of my 
colleague—he must admit that they were not under 
the influence of the Executive—whatever they did, 
or omitted to do, cannot be charged to that officer. 
The “Conservative party” made a great display of 
independence; they have not permitted the world to 


-be in ignorance of their singular fortitude in withe - 


` bediverted from my purpose. 


Har. 1840. 
ora Conc»... ist SESS. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
In reply to Mr. Davis—-Mr. Buchanan. 


335 
Senate. 


ese a ool et etree 
aa aaa ES RET ia EAN a aa Sy 


ganding alike the frowns and blandishments of 
Executive power. The merit which that party 
caims for itself, is, that of unyielding firmness and 
honesty. Without stopping to inquire how far these 
lofty pretensions are borne out by facts, it may 
safely be asserted that they were so far removed 
from the Administration and its friends as to pre- 
yent any imputation of influence by the Executive 
over them. ‘Thus it appears, thatin this House 
atleast, the power was not with the Administra- 
tion; and, so far as this House is concerned, the Ad- 
ministration and its friends are not chargeable with 
extravagance, if any there were. 

Whether there has been any waste of money 
heretofore, is more than I know. I hope, however, 
for the future, we may be able to reduce the ex- 
penses within the limits of rigid economy. 


THE CURRENCY. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE, 
Fripay, March 6, 1840. 

Mr. Davis having coneluded his reply to Mr. 
Bocuanan’s charge of misrepresentation, 

Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the Senate as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. Presipent: When I addressed the Senate on 
Tuesday last, I endeavored to state my cause of 
complaint in the mildest manner which the nature 
of the ease admitted, and to treat the Senator from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Davis,] so far as I could,with 
courtesy and respect. The remarks of that gentle- 
man to-day have absolved me from any such obli- 
gation, and I shall proceed to refer to his misre- 


_ presentations ot my speech in favor of the Inde- 


. vored to draw me into a false issue. 


pendent Treasury bill as they deserve. At the 
same time, I shall endeavor to perform this duty in 
a manner consistent with my own self respect, 
and with the elevated character of the Senate. 

The Senator, in his labored remarks, has endea- 
In this at- 
I am not thus to 
Have J, or have 
I not, advanced the arguments which he has pub- 
lished to the world, that I urged in favor of the bill? 


tempt, he shall not succeed. 


; This is the question at issue between us. 


In regard to his speech against the Independent 


; Treasury bill, I have never said (for E never shall 


' livering his speech. 


say what I do not know to be true) that he did 
tot make that speech in the Senate. The 
hour was late—the patience of the body was 
exhausted, and he left the seat near me which he 
usually occupies, and spoke from another part of 
the hall. He is, therefore, mistaken in stating 
that I sat near where he stood, whilst he was de- 
Not having the least inten- 
tion of replying to him, I was talking freely, when 
in my seat, to those around me, and was out of it 
a considerable portion of the time whilst he was 


; Speaking. I not only did not hear him utter any 


| one of the misrepresentations of which I now com- 


plain; bat I most solemnly declare that I never 
even suspected him for having given them curren- 


, €y in his speech, until my attention was called to 


itby a friend on Saturday evening last. This 


: may have been culpable negligence on my part. 


_ Support of the bill which I 


Whether or not, it has taught me the necessity of 
paying strict attention to that Senator’s statements, 
should he ever reply to me hereafter. 

But, sir, whether the speech delivered and the 
speech published be identical or not, this cannot 
vary the question. It remains precisely the same. 
Has the Senator attributed to me argaments in 

ppor never used? This is the 
point In controversy. i 

If the most artful and unfair man in the world 
had determined to destroy any public measure, ia 
what manner could he most effectually damn it in 
public estimation? It would be to enumerate all the 
terrible consequences which would flow from it 
according to the predictions of its enemies, and put 
them into the mouth of its friends as arguments in 
its favor. There could not by possibility be any 
stronger admissions of its evil tendency. Such is 
the manner in which I have been treated by the 
Senator, and such is the character of my compiaint 
against him. 

Bir, the enemies of the Independent Treasur 
have denounced it, from the eraon, as i 


'trous consequences would result from its passage. 


measure which would destroy the banks of the 
country, introduce an- exclusive metallic currency, 
prostrate credit, check importations, and reduce the 
value of property and the wages of labor. Now, 
I could net offer the least objection against any Se- 
nator in the Opposition for urging any arguments 
he pleased, to prove that the bill would be produc- 
tive of all these fatal consequences. This would 
be all perfectly fair. What I do object to, is, that 
the Senator, instead of urging these arguments 
against the bill himself, has reiterated, over and 
over again, that I supported it, because these disas- 


The Senator has placed me precisely in this posi- 
thon. If I can prevent it, he skall not escape from 
this plain question of fact by retreating into a wide 
field of irrelevant argument. ' 

If this matter had been personal to myself alone, 
I might have borne it, and probably would have | 
borne it, in silence. But, on the eve of a Presiden- 
tial election, my sins are to be visited upon the pre- 
sent Administration, whose principles I sapport. 
The President is to be struck at through my side: 
and it is thus attempted to make the public believe 
that he also sustains the Independent Treasury bil! 
because it will be productive of all the ruinous con- 
sequences which have been portrayed. This is the 
key to unlock the whele published speech of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. 

In its first paragraph, he professes his intention 
of making “a brief reply to the new doctrines 
which have been now, for the first time, published 
here, and come to us through channels that leave 
no doubt of their being the doctrines gf the Admi- 
nistration.” 

Now, Mr. Preside} what ar 
trines which the Send i 
momentous considerations, aff 
rished interests of the peoplef? After heralding 
them in this imposingimanngf, he proceedsto an- 
nounce them. Two ftiend fof the Administration, 
says he, Mr. Warrer, ang myself, have declared | 
that this bill—mark this very Indepencent 
Treasury bill ‘‘contaimegtne necessary corrective 
[for the evils] imputable to the pernicious influence 
of bank paper, as it will check importations of fo- 
reign goods, suppress what they call the credit tys- 
tem, and by restoring a specie currency, reduce the 
wages of the laborer and the value of property.” 

“This is the character given to the measurelby 
its friends; and, alarming as the doctrines ave, I am 

gratified that they are frankly avowed.” 

Now, sir, should I not deserve a straight jacket; 
ought I not to be placed in confinement by my 
friends, if. these imputations were well founded? 
What sir, to rise before this august body and to 
say, Mr. President, I support the Independent 
Treasury biil—first, because it will destroy the 


these new doc- 
olve ‘‘great and | 
tirg the most che- ' 


restore a specie currency; second, because it will | 
check importations; third, because it will suppress | 
the credit system; and fourth, because it will reduce 
the wages of the laborer and the value of property! - 

And yet this is the ridiculous attitude in which I . 
am placed by the Senator’s speech. If these impu- ` 
tations were well founded, I must be one of the | 
mest ferocious men in existence. 
be my delight. 


Destruction must . 
No wild agrarian in the country 


has ever thought of waging such an indiscriminate :! 


war against all property, my own among the rest, | 
as that which has been attributed to me by the Se- 
nator. 

Now, sir, need I say in the presence of this body, | 
before which my speech was delivered, that I never 
used any such arguments? On the contrary, in | 
my reply to the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. | 
Cray,] I advanced no “new doctrines,” but pur- 
sued the very same course of argument which I 
had adopted when this measure was first before the . 
Senate in September, 1837. I was then convinced, ` 
and so declared in the most solemn manner, that 
this bill would not injuriously affect the sound and 
solvent banks of the country; and my reflections 


since have served to confirm this conviction, One 


the bill, was, that it would not operate with that | 


severity qapop the banks which they professed to ; 
apprehend, I alleged “that the cause was too im- | 


banks of the country, abolish all bank paper, and | 
i 
| 
! 
| 


potent to produce any such effect,” and “that its 
mfluence would scarcely be fet; and I maine 
tained these propositions in the ccurse of my re- 
marks. In my late speech, which has been the 
subject of so much unfounded remark, | congrata- 
lated the country that “the prominent arguments 
formerly urged against the Independent Treasury 
biil had nearly all vanished away.” Among others 
of this description, I expressed my astonishment, 
“that we had no homily from the Senator (Mr. 
Crary] against the specie clause of the bill. Even 
this seems to have lost much of its terrors. It is 
no longer the terrific monster which was to devcur 
all the banks, and establi-h a pure metallic cur- 
rency for all the transactions of all the people of 
the United States.” 

And yet, in the very face of all this, the Sena- 
tor, in his speech, has put into my mouth, as argu- 
men's in favor of the bill, and of course as conse- 
quences resulting from it which I desired, that it 
wouid destroy the banks, introduce a pure metallic 
currency, suppress credit, and reduce the wages of 
labor, and the price of property. Can he point to 
any portion of my speech in which I contended 
that this bill would produce these monstrous ef- 
fects? If he himself had urged that it would, 
I say again, I could have made no objection. 
My cause of complaint is, that he has sent abroad 
to the world his speech, and has by it placed me in 
the ridiculous attitude of not only admitting that 
all these objections to the bill are true, but of 
strenuously urging its passage for this very reason. 
This, I repeat, is the point of the controversy be- 
tween us. In order tomake good his charge, he 
must prove that | used any such arguments in faver 
of the bill—a task which no morial man can per» 
form. I never thought or dreamed of any such ar- 
guments. 

But the Senator proceeds to weave his web with 
much art. He says: 

I will now notice the effects upon the public policy imputed 
to this bill. We have always been told that it was a simple 
proposition to divorce the Government from the banks, so as to 
enable it to hold its own money, and, therefore, harmless in its 
character, as it would affect nothing else. 

This was precisely the character which I gave of 
it throughout my late sprech. 

But, sir, (says the gentleman from Massachusetts) the Sena. 
tor from Pennsylvania, while he declares that he is not for an 
exclusive hard money currency, or, in other words, is not hostile 
to well regulated State banks, if they can be well regulated, as 
he expresses himself, argues that this bill will diminish im- 
portations, suppress credit, and stop speeulation, ky modify- 


ing the currency, so far`as to work oul these extraordinary 
ends.” 


And here permit me to observe, that the extreme 
candor of the Senator is worthy of all commenda- 
tion. He seems to bave been shocked at my de- 
structive propensities. He was unwilling that the 
public should believe that even this bill was as bad ~ 
as I had represented itto be. In order to apologize 
for my indiscretion, and to prevent the country 
trom being too much alarmed at my arguments, he 
most kindly interposes. 

Tam by no means satisfied (says he) that it (the bill) is capa- 
ble of producing all these consequences; but as such a power is 
imputed to it by its warmest friends, and those who are in the 
councils and confidence of the Administration, who bring it 
forward with this view and expectation, I shall, in this re- 
ply, confine myself to the positions assumed. That it will do 
the country no goou, I have never doubted; but I have never al- 


lowed myself to believe that it can exert that influence upon ite 
affairs which is ascribed to it. 


Those in the couneils and confidence of the Ad- 
ministration bring the bill forward and impute these 
terrible consequences to it; though the Senator him- 
self recoils from the idea that it would produce 
such disastrous effects ! I again repeat that this is 
the issue between him and me. Did I ever im- 
pute any such consequences to the bill? That is 
the question. 

The Senator next proceeds to comment separate- 
ly in detail upon each of the arguments in favor of 
the bill which he has thus imputed to me, as though 
they had been leading points of my speech. Af- 


: ter concluding this portion of his speech, he refers 
| to the 3d. or 4d. per day which the laboring man in 
| hard money Holland receives; and thus leaves it to 
| be inferred, though he has not expressly asserted 
i the proposition, that I desire to bring down the 


laboring man to the conduion of the miserable serfs 
ef Europe. The Senator has shown much ingenui- 
ty in this effort. i 

He then proceeds to his hypothetical case. Hye 
pothetical I admit it to be in the first instance; bq 
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after stating it as such, he makes it real, by declar- 
ing that I ba‘ ascribed the power to the biil of pro- 
ducing the effect which he de-cribes. 

And here, sir, permit me to remark, that after 
the disclaimer which I understood him to have 
made on Tue-day last, in regard to this topic, I 
should have taken care in my reported speech to 
have suppressed every allusion to the subject 
which could have caused him pain. He hes now 
disclaimed the disclaimer, and I shall act accord- 
ingly. 

He says: 

To follow out the case, I have supposed the income of every 
man, except the exporter, is to be reduced one-half in the value 
of wages and property, while all foreign merchandise will cost 
the same, which will obviously, in effect, double the price, as 1t 


will take twice the amount of labor, or twice the amount of the 
products of labor, to purchase it. 


Thus far the ease is suppositious; but the Sena- 
tor, in plain English, makes i: a reality against my- 
self in the very next sentence. 

“I do not ascribe,” says he, “this power to the 
Dill; but it is enough for me that its friends do.” 
What power? What is the immediate antecedent? 
Is it not this power, ascribed by its friends to the 
bill, of reducing one half “the value of wages and 
property” in the country? Bat let us proceed a 
little further. In the next sentence he asks, ‘‘what 
response will the farmers, mechanics, manufactu- 


i 


[i 


rers, and laborers, make to such a fligitious propo- ` 


sition.” 

What is this flagitious proposition? Is it the 
Independent Treasury bill in itselt? No, sir; no. 
Tne Senator throughout, with affected candor, ex- 
presses the opinion that this bill would produce no 
such fatal consequences as had been ascribed to it 
by its friends. No, sir; it is palpably an attempt 
on the part of the Senator to mduce the public to 
believe that one of my arguments in favor of the 
bill was that it would reduce the value of wages 
and property one-half. He was pursuing the course 
which he had adopted throughout every previous 
part of his speech, still persisting in doing me the 
injury of putting arguments into my mouth which 
I had never uttered. Any plain man who reads 
his speech would place this construction upon it. 
After the Senator has done me all the mischief he 
could, in public estimation, it is now too late for 
him to say that he did not attribute this argument 
to me, 

Sir, his speech is not a manly and open argu- 
ment against the Independent Treasury bill. It is 
a subtle and ingenious contrivance throughout, for 
the purpose of casting odium upon the Administra- 
tion and itsfriends, by ascribing to them areuments 
which they never ut'ered, and sentiments which 
they have alu ays disavowed. 

it is an atiemptto impose upon the public the 
belief that we support tbe biil, not because it will 
separate the banks from the Government, but be- 
cause it will destroy the banks, introduce a pure 
metallic currency, suppress credit, and reduce ihe 
value of property and the wages of labor. The 
Senator has become the witness against us; and he 
cannot, and shall-not, escape from the consequen- 
ces of his uwn testimony. ; 

A “flagitiovs proposition!” The highest Eng- 
lish authority informs us that the meaning of the 
word “flagitious,” is “peculiarly infamous:” and I 
shall leave the Senate and the world to determine 
whether this term may not be more appropriately 
applied to the Senator’s misrepresentations of my 
remarks than to the Independent Treasury bill. 

What a wonderful speciac'e is presented in this 
speech of the Senator! From the: first to the last, 
from the beginning to the end of my speech, I 
did notattri>ute to this bill one of the cansequen- 
ces which hehasimpuied to me. With my settled 
convictions of the effect of the bill, I should have 
been the greatest dunce in Christendom tius to 
have causelessly alarmed the fears. of the country. 
I never intimated that it weald seriously injure, 
much less destroy, the State Banks. It never en- 
‘tered into my conception that ic would introduce a 

ure metallic curreacy, cr reduce the wages of 
bor, or destroy the credit system, Or seriously af- 
fect the business of the country in any manner. I 
treated it throughout, as what the Senator informed 
us we bad been uniformly told by its friends that 
jt was, ‘‘a simple proposition to divorce the Govern- 


i acter, as it weuld effect nothing else.” 
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ment from the banks so as to enable it to keep its 
own money, and therefore, harmie-s in its char- 
Through- 
out my speech, it was one of my chief purposes in 


‘ advecating the bill, as it had been in 1837, to al- 


lay the fears of the country, and to prove that it 
would produce none of these fearful effects. 

I am happy to think that my efforts in this re- 
spect, have not proved wholly unavailing. 1 have 
good reason to believe that they have had some in- 
fluence in disabusing the minds of honest men and 
relievirg them from the apprehensions which they 
had formerly entertained on the subject. I pursued 


| the very same course of argument I had done in 


September, 1837, when I first addressed the Senate 
on this bill. On that occasion, I said: “In this eri- 
sis all which the Genera!.Government can effect is, 
in the first place, to withhold its deposites from the 
banks, and thus refrain from contributing its funds 
to swell the torrent of wild speculation; and, in the 
second place, to restrain the extlavagance of their 


| credits and issues, in some small degree, by collect- 


. ing and disbursing onr revenue exclusively in spe- 


cie, or in the notes of banks which will pay the 
balances due from them in specie, at short intervals. 


` To accomplish these twe purposes, as well as to 
. render the public revenue more secure, are the ob- 


| taries are situated, er into the hands of individuals there 


jects of the bill and amendment now before the Se- 
nate.” I never, for a single moment of my life, 
entertained the idea which the Senator has imputed 


to me, that the bill would destroy the Banks, or | 


even restrain their extravagance except ‘tin some 
small degree.” Was the imputation justified by 
any remarks in my late speech? That, I repeat 
again, is the question between the Senator and my- 
self, In that speech, I declared that— 


“ Our chief objects fn adopting the Independent Treasury 
are, to disconnect the Government from all banks, to secure 
the people’s money from the wreck of the banking system, and 
to have it always ready to promote the prosperity of the conn- 
try in ce, and to defend it in war. Incidentally, however, 
it will do some good in checking the extravagant spirit of specu- 

ation, which is the bane of the country. 


In the first place, by requiring specie in all receipts and ex- 
penditures of the Government, you will create an additional de- 
mand for gold and silver to the amount of five millions of dal- 
lars per annum, according to the estimate of the President. A 
large portion of this sum will be drawn from the banks, and 
this will compel them to keep more specie in their vaulte, in 
proportion to their circulation and deposites, and to bank lass. 

his, 80 far as it may go, wili strike at the root of the existing 
evil. I fear. however, that it will prove to be but a very inade- 
quate restraint upon excessise banking. 

In the second place, this bill will, in come degree, diminish 
our imports, especially after June, 1842. I most heartily con- 
cut with the Senator in desiring this result. What isthe condi- 


| tion of the importing business at the present moment? His al- 
: most exclusively in the hands of British agents, who sell all the 


manufactures they can dispose of in other portions of the world, 
and then bring the residuum here toglut our markets. Accord- 
ing to our existing laws, they receive a credit from the Govern- 
ment for the amount of its duties. They sell-the goods for cash: 
and this credit becomes so mnch capital in their hands, to ena- 
ble them to make fresh importations. 
sury bill requires thata!l duties shall be paid in gold and silver; 


and after June, 1842, the compromise law will take away the - 


credits altogether. We shall then havea system of cash du- 
ties in operation, which will contribute much to reduce the 
amount of our importations, and to encourage domestic manu- 
factures. - 


In the third place, this bill will make the banking interest the 
greatest economists in the country, eo far as the Government is 
concerned. Their nerve of self interest will be touched in fa- 
vor of economy, and this will induce. them to unite with the 
people in reducing the revenue and expenditures of the Go- 
vernment to the lowest standard consisiently with the public 
good. They will hereafter abhor a surplus revenue, as much 
as they delighted in it formerly, when they used it for banking 
purposes. Any surplus which may exist in future, will be 
Jocked up in gold and silver, in the vaults of our deposito- 
ries; and, in proportion to its amount, will deprive the banks of 
so much of their specie. 
tisans of reducing the revenue to the actual and necessary ex- 
penditures of the Government, so that the specie may flow out 
of the Sub-Treasuries with a rapidity corresponding with its 
influx. Nothing but.a large su:plus can seriously injure the 
banks. This was demonstrated to. me by one of the most dis- 
tinguished financiers which out country has ever produced, not 
himself, 1 believe, friendiy to the Independent Treasury. These 
Treasur 
way either into the banks at the very points where our deposi- 
av- 
ing duties to pay to the Government. Take, for example, 
New York. A public creditor receives such a draft on the 


receiver-general in payment of his debt. Willhe carry it to, 


New York, receive payment, and transport the specie from that 


city? Such instances will be rare. 


wherever that may be. This bank, if not in New York, will 
transmit it for callection to cne of the banks there; and thus 


The Independent Trea- . 


. He will generally deposite © 
| it to his credit in the bank with which he transacts his business, 


They will, therefore, become the par- : 


drafts, in the natural course of business, will find their | 


these banks will draw the specie from our depesitariesas rapidly - 


as it is drawn fromthem forthe payment of the public dues. 
Thus the equilibrium will be preserved, so long as the Govern- 
ment is without a large surplus. In other instances, these 
crafts will be sought afer and procured by individuals having 
duties fo pay, and they wil] be presented to the receiveys.ge- 
neral, and accepted by them instead of gold and silveg,” 
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I have presented these extracts from my 
speech b: fore the Senate, for the purpose of show. 
ing how absurd it was to have imputed to me the 
arguments in favor of the bill attributed to me by 
the Senator from Massachusetts. Instead of ascrib- 
ing to this bill the power of destroying the banks, 
and introducing a pure metallic currency, I de- 
clare that ‘I fear it will prove to be a very mace. 
quate restraint upon excessive banking;” and that 
it will not affect the banks at all, unless a large 
surplus of gold and silver should be locked up in 
the vaults of the Sub-Treasureries—a case not 
likely soon to occur. 

I have also stated that it would, in some degree, 
diminish our imports, especially alter June, 1849, 
when the duties on imporied goods must be paid in 
cash, and thus encourage our domestic manufac- 
tures. Is there a patriot—nay, is there & man in 
the country who does not consider this ‘‘a con- 
summation devoutly to be wished?” 

As I stated betore, I ridiculed the idea that this 
bill would destroy the banks of the country, and 
substitute a pure metallic currency for bank pa- 
per. Instead of destroying the banks, I proved 
that it did not even contain any power of whole- 
some regulation; but for this purpese we must ap- 
peal to the Sia'e Legislatures. I also established 
the position, that neither a bank of the United 
States, nor the Bank of England—instrumeats of 
vastly greater power than the Independent Treasa- 
ry—could, even if they possessed the inclination, 
restrain the excessive issues and credits of the 
banks of their respective countries. 

Now, sir, Ihave presented to you the materials , 
and the only materials, from which the Senator 
from Massachusetts could have derived the charge 
against me, which is presented in different forms 
throughout the whole course of his speech; that I 
had argued that this bill would destroy the bapks, 
restore a specie currency, reduce the wages of la- 
bor and the value of property one. half, check ime, 
pertations, and suppress the credit system. I ne- 
ver attributed any one of these consequences ta the 
bill. It is too impotent in.its character to produce 
any such effects. 

The Senator does not seem to perceive, that even 
if he could prove I was a hard money. man, this 
would not, in the slightest degree, justify his state- 
ment of the nature of my argument. Itis'new too 
late for him to say, as he has done, that he did not 
consider it of any moment to investigate the degree 
of influence which the bill might have; but as I 
had admitted ıt would have some influence a5 a 
corrective, he had directed his reply to the general 
scope of my argument. Had his published speech 
corresponded with these sentiments, he and I 
should never have had this unpleasant controversy. 
What l complain of is, not that he drew unjust in- 
ferences from my argument; but that he imputed 
to me arguments which I never used: not that he 
declared that I had expressed the opinion that the 
bill would have some influence as a corrective, 
whieh I certainly did-express, and clearly defined 
what, in my opinion, would be the extent of its in- 
fluence; but that he pat into my mouth, as argu- 
ments in favor.of the bill, that it would destroy the 
banks, introduce a pure metallic currency, pros- 
trate credit, and reduce the value of wages and 
plopeity. My cause of complaint is not any de- 
ductions which he might have drawn, fairly oF 
unfairly, from my speech; but it restsion the fact 
that he has attributed to me arguments in support 
of the bill which I never urged or thought of urging. 
He might himself have contended, he might, 1f he 
could, have inferred from my speech that I was & 
bard money man, (though this would have been „ 
most unjust towards me,)and have drawn any deduc- ~ 
tions from this fact which he. thought proper; bat 
he had no right to make me say that the bill would » 
establi:h a hard. money currency. : 

Now, sir, the whole of the miserable attacks 
which have been made upon me are based alone 
on the presumption that I am an exclusive hard 
money man.. Oa this question my opinions have 
never been disguised. Although wiser and better 
men than myself may be friendly to a pure metal- 
lic currency, yet when the subject was first 
broached in the Senate, I took a ‘decided stand 
against it, which I have ever since maintained. In 
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my speech of 183 7, I used the following lan- 

aag: x 

It ia impossible that manufactures and commerce can fou- 
rieh to any great degree in this country without the aid of enten- 
sive credit. I would not, therefore, abolish banks if T could. 
A return to a pure metallic currency 19 impossible, To makes 
such an attempt would be ruinous as well as absurd. Tt would 
atonce diminish the value of all property more than filly per 
cent; and would, in effect, double the amount of every man’s 
debia. It would enrich creditors at the expense ef their debtors, 
and thus make the rich richer and the poor poorer. It would 
paralyze industry and enterprise. I would give enterprise 


wholesome food to feed upon; bur would nut drive it into mad 


speculation by administering unnatural sticnulants. 

This is the ground which I occupied when the 
question was first raised before the country. It is 
the ground which | have maintained ever since. 
I differ in this respect with my friend from Mis- 
sissippi, who is now absent, and have had 
many arguments with him, in a kind spirit, to 
convince him that he was wrong in advocating 
a pure metaliic currency. On his return, he will 
be no little astonished to learn that the Senator frem 
Massachusetts has represented me, in the very 
speech which afforded the occasion of several of 
these friendly argaments, not only as a hard mo- 
ney man, bat as having advocated the Independent 
Treasury bill, because it would put down the banks 
and introduce an exclusive hard money currency. 
The Senator fiom Mississippi, whatever may be 
his abstract opinions, never used any such argu- 
ments in favor of the bill. My sentiments upon 
the subject have been expressed fally and freely, 
both here and elsewhere, as often as the occasion 
offered. How any Senator could have misappre- 
hended them, Lam wholly ata loss to conjecture; 
especially after I had clearly and distinctly repeated 
them in my late (speech. The published speech of 
the Senator from Massachusetts has placed me ina 
strange position. lt was but the other day that a 
hard money journal of high character was sent to 
me from New York, which denounced me in strong 
terms for expressing, in my late speech, sentiments 
friendly to the continued existence of banks. A 
smilar course has been pursued towards me by ano- 
ther paper of the same character, in Virginia. On 
the other hand, whilst 1 am thus attacked by the 
hard money men, the Senator makes his appear- 
ance, and asserts not only that I am a hard money 
man, bat that I had nrged the passage of the Inde- 
pendent Treasury bill, because it would convert 
the United States into a hard money country. 

Bat whilst I am opposed to an exclusive metallic 
curreney, I am equally hostile to that system of 
banking which has been the cause of tnose expan- 
sions and contractions of the paper currency which 
have produced so much ruin and misery among all 
classes of society. This is the crying evil of our 
couatry. Would to Heaven, I had the power to 
correct it! What was my argument in relation to 
this subject? I shali read my remarks-to the Se- 
hate, as they are short; and because I cannot now 
state them with as. much clearness and force as I 
did -on that occasion. 


What has been the financial history of this country for the 
last twenty-five years? Ican speak with positive knowledge 
upon this subject during the period of eighteen years since I 
first came into public life.. It hasbeen a history of constant vi- 
bration—of extravagant expansions in the business of the coun- 
try, succeeded by ruinous contractions. At successive inter- 
vale, many of the best and most enterprising men of the country 
have been crushed. They have fallen victims at the shrine of 
the insatiate and insatiable spirit of extravagant banking and 
speculation. Starting at the extreme. point of depression of 
Ono of these periods, we find that the country has been glutted 
with foreign merchandise, and it requires all our efforts 10 pay 
the deht thus contracted to foreign nations. At this crisis the 
benka, can do nothing to relieve the porte In order to pre- 
serve their own existance, they are comprilad to contract tac‘: 
loans and their isques, fn the hour of distresa, when theirs 8- 
sistance is most needed, they can do nothing for their votaries. 
‘Every articlesinksin price, men are unable to pay their debts, 
and wide-spread ruin pervades the land. During this firet year 
af the cycle, Weare able to import but comparatively little fo- 
reign merchandise, and this afforde the country an opportnnity 
ofrecruiting itsexhausted energies. The next year the patient 
begins to.recever. Domestic manufactures flourish in propor- 
tion as foreign goods become scarce. The industry and enter- 
prise of our citizens have been exerted with energy, and our 
produetions have liquidated the foreign debt.. The third year, 
a fair business is done—the country presents a flourishi ap- 
pearance. The banks, relieved from the drain of specie re- 
quired for foreign export, begin once more to expand, and tempt 
the unwary to their roin; Eropery ot all descriptions com- 
retake Bir micea Tos meres or tha fifth year Ms era of ex- 

‘ ng andepeculationretu in to be su 
by -another ruinous revulsion, ee ee 
: 5 was istory of the country, up till 1837. Since then 
me have travelledthe ‘road to ruin much more rapidly than in 

brmor years. Before that period, it had required from three to 
six yeare to get upan expansion, and its correspondiog explo- 
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sion. Wehave now witnessed the astounding fact that we can 
pass through ali these changes, and even from one suspension of 
specie payments to another, in little more than two years. 

Now, any person who hasread my speech with 
candor, any person who heard it ia a fair spirit, 
must have observed that it was exclusively my 0- 
ject to correct the excesses of the banking system, 
nottodestroy the banks. I wished, by wise and 
wholesome State legislation, to reform itin such a 
manner as to secure to the p2cple the benefits 
which may be derived from it without involving 
them in ruin by its periodical excesses. I desired 
to see a sound mixed currrency established, so that 
the wages of labor, the value of property, and the 
prices of the necessaries and comforts of life, might 
have a fixed and permanent character, and not be 
liable to the perpetual fluctuations to which they 
are now at every moment exposed. 

But the Senator seeks to involve me in incon- 
sistency, and to prove that I am a hard money man, 
notwithstanding my repeated and solemn disavow- 
als of this doctrine, and notwithstanding the ad- 
mission in his speech, that I had declared I 
was not friendly to an exclusive hard money cur- 
rency, nor hostile to well regulated State Banks. 


It is true that, in the very sentence in which he’ 


makes the admission, as well as throughout his 
speech, he nullifiesits effect, and proceeds to ar- 


gue as though it had never been made. What course | 


does he pursue to accomplish this purpose? 

Having ever been the friend of domestic manu- 
factures, I endeavered to prove what I honestly 
believe to be the fact, that ‘“‘the extravagant amount 
of our circulating medium, consisting, in a great 
degree, of the notes thrown out upon the commu- 
nity by eight hundred banks, was injurious to our 
domestic manufactures. In other words, not that 
banking, bat that extravagant banking and do- 
mestic manufactures are directly hostile te each 
other ” 

To establish this proposition, I referred to the 
well known principle of political economy, “that if 
you double the amount of the necessary circulat- 
ing medium in any country, you thereby double the 
neminal price of every article. If, when the circu- 
lating medium is fifty millions, an ar.icle should 
cost one dollar, it would cost two, if without 
any increase of the uses of a circulating medium 
the quantity shculd be increased to one hundred 
millions.” 

In order to apply this principle to our condition, 
and place it in its most striking light before the 
country and the manufacturers, I took the United 
States, which is emphatically a paper money coun- 
try, not at the present moment of depression, but at 
the extreme point of our periodical expansion, when 
every article commanded the highest price; and con- 
trasted the condition of our manufactures at that 
point of time with those of Germany, which is €m- 
phatically a hard money country. I presented the 
two extremes, in order to make the contrast the 
more striking. 

At particular stages of our expansion, (I eaid,) we might 
with justice apply the principle which I have stated, to our 
trade with those countries, and assert, that from the great redun- 
dancy ef our currency, articles are manufactured in Franceand 
Germany for one half of their actual cost in this country. Let 
me present an example. In Germany, where the currency is 
purely metallic, and the cost of every thiag is reduced to a hard 


_ money standard, a piece of broadcloth can be manufactured for 
fifty dollars; the manufacture of which, in our country, from 


` the expansion of our paper currency, would cost one hundred 


dollars. What is the consequence? The foreign French or 
German manufacturer imports this cloth into our country and 
sells it for a hundred dollars. Does not every person perceive 
that the redundancy of our currency is equa} to a premium of 


. one hundred per cent. in favor of the foreign manufacturer? 


No tariff of protection, unless it amounted to prohibition, could 
counteract this advvntage in favor of foreign manufactures. 1 
would to Heaven that I could arouse the attention of every 
manufacturer of the nation to this important subject. 

The foreign manufacturer will not receive our bank notes in 
payment’ He will take nothing home except pa and silver, 
or bills of exchange, which are equivalent. does not ex- 

nd this money here, where he would be compelled to support 

is family, and to purchase his labor and materials at the same 
rate of prices which he receives for his manufactures. On the 
contrary, he goes home, purchases his labor, his wool, and all 


_ether articles which enter into his manufacture, at half their 


cost in this country; and again returns to inundate us with fo . 


“reign woollens, and to ruin our čo nestic manufactures. ¥ m'git 


cite many other examples, but tnie, J trust, will be sufficien.: to 


_draw public attention to the subject. This depreciation of our 


currency is, therefore, equivalent to a direct protection granted 
to the foreign over the domestic manufacturer. It is impossible 
that our manufacturers should be able to sustain euch an une- 
qual.competition. —.; i : is 

Bat, sir, did I propose to convert this country 
into a hard money country in order te place it in 


“upon.” 
It is the reduction of our inflated paper currency to 


“jarious consequences, and not to 
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the same condition with Germany and France in 
regard to domestic manufactures? Far, very far, 
from it. Such a change would violate all our fixed 
habits, and be oppesed to the genius of our people. 
The case was presented not with this view; but for 
the purpore of exhibiting the injurious conse- 
quences asing to manufactures from the redun- 
daney of our currency at the periods of our greatest 
expansions. We must trade with these countries, 
whether we will or not, and in order to place us in 
something like a positien of equality with them, I 
desired, if possible, to prevent these extravagant 
expansions by introducing such bank reforms as 
would secure to us a stable mized currency, 
which should not be perpetually fluctuating in 
amount. This was the-whole tenor of my remarks 
frem beginning to end. 

At the commencement of the very next paragraph 
I use the following language: ‘Sir, I solemnly be- 
lieve that if we could but redace this inflated paper 
bubble to #ny thing like reasonable dimensions, 
New Englird would become the most prosperous 
manufacturing country that the sun ever skone 
The same idea is conveyed throughout. 


reasonable dimensions, not the destruction of banks 
and bank paper, which I have uniformly advo- 
cated. 

In my statement of the simple fact known to all 
men, that the foreign manufacturer goes home to 
his hard meney country and purchases his labor 
and his materials at haif what they cost here, at the 


“moment when our currency isin a state of the 


greatest expansion, the Senator finds his justifica- 
tion for asserting that. I desire to establish a hard 
money currency in this country, and to- reduce the 
wages of labor and the value of property. But this 
is not all. Though the Iudependent Treasury bill 
was entirely lost sight of at this period of the dis- 
cussion, and the only point involved was a general 
principle of political economy, having no reference 
whatever to that bill, he has had the hardihood to 
proclaim to the world, upon no other foundation 
than what 1 have stated, that I urged its passage 
because it would establish a hard money currency, 
and thus reduce the wages of labor and the value 
of property. 

In 1837, I introduced the very same principle of 
political economy into the discussion, and in simi- 
lar language pre-ented the ruinous consequences 
which resulted to the manufacturing interest from 
the expansions and contractions of our paper cur- 
rency.. No Senator then misunderstood my ar- 
gument: It was reserved for the Senator from 
Massachusetts, at this late day, entirely to pervert 
my meaning, and to endeavor to hold me up to the 
country as the avowed enemy of the poor laborer, 
and as the advacate of the Independent Treasury 
bill, because it would reduce his wages. 

These periodical expansions and contractions of 
our eurrency seriously threaten to ruin our domes- 
tic manufactures. Unless they can be prevented, 
by seme means or other, these manufactures must 
sink. When I express this opinion, I speak in. the 
sincerity of my heart. Whether I am friendly to 
the cause of domestic indysiry or not, I leave for 
those to determine who have observed the whole 
course of my public life. l . 

Our periodical crash is always preceded by a 
year of enormous importations. The reason is 
obvious. In proportion to the expansion of our 


‘currency, the prices of all articles rise; and from 


this enhancement of price, our country becomes 


‘the best market in the world for the sale of foreign 


manufactures. In the year 1839, our imports were 
greater, by forty-four millions of dollars, than they 
had’been in 1838. This excessive importation, 
whilst it was the immediate cause of the ruinous 
tevulsion in the business of the country, and of the 
suspension of specie payments, left our markets 
flooded with foreign goods, to the great injury of 
our own manufactures. When the explosion 
came, manufacturers, merchants, mechanics, la- 
borers, and all, fell under its blasting influence. 
It was my object to. correčt the excesses of the 
banking system which are productive of these in- 
destroy a eee 
he gentleman, although he may take up detached | 
Te gentleman, gina Be eZ eri their mean- 
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ing, can never place any other construction upon 
the whole of it than such as I have stated. 

To regulate—to restrain the banks within safe 
limits—to afford to the laboring man constant em- 
ployment and regular wages—not to cause the 
wages of labor in one year to mount up with all 
other articles to an extravagant price, and then, by 
the revulsion in the succeeding year, to sink to 
almost nothing; these are the ideas which per- 
vade my speech throughout. After our periodical 
explosions, the laborer undergoes calamities and 
sufferings much more severe tl.an any other class of 
society. It was to correct this inevitable result, and 
thus to benefit the laborer, that I insisted upon 
bank reform. I declared that “an entire suppres- 
sion of all bank notes of a lower denomination than 
the value of one week’s wages of the laboring man, 
is absolutely necessary for his protection. He 


ought always to receive his wages in gold and sil- | 


ver. 
interested in having a sound and stable currency.” 


Is there any gentleman of any party who will | 


Of all men on the earth, the laborer is most | 


not unite with me in these sentiments? Ought we | 


not to abolish ali small notes, if this were in onr 
power, of denominations lower than one week's 
wages of labor? The history of the proceedings in 
this Senate on the currency bill, and on other bills, 
proves that a principle which would produce this 
effect was sanctioned by all and voted for by all. 
‘Yo show that I expressed no opinion in favor of 
‘an exelusive metallic currency, but directly the re- 
verse, permit me to refer to another paragraph of 
my speech. 
But the Benator from Kentu 


to , as the me- 
dum of all dealings throughout the Union; and, also, to reduce 
the wages of the poor man’s labor, so that the rich employer 
may be able to sell his manufactures at a lower price. Now, 
eir, I deny the correctness of these p itions; and, in the 
first place, I, for one, am not in favor of establishing an exclu- 
sive metallic currency for the people of this country. I desire 
to see the banks y reduced in number; and would, if I 
could, confine their accommodations to such loane or discoun 
for limited peri to the commercial, manufacturing, an 
trading classes of community, as the ordinary course of 
their business might render necessary. I never wish to see farm- 
ers and mechanics and professional men tempted, by the facility 
of obtaining bank leans for long 
preperand useful and table spheres, and rush into wild 
extravagant speculation. I would, if I could, radicall 
reform the present banking system, so as to confine it within suc 
limits asto prevent future suspensions of specie payments; and 
without exception, T would instantly deprive each and eve 
bank of its which should again suspend. Establis 
these or similar reforms, and give us a rea) specie basis for our 
paper circulation, by increasing the denomination of bank notes 
first to ten, andaferwards to twenty dollars, and I shali then 
be the friend, notthe enemy, of banks. I know thatthe ex- 
_istence of banks, and the circulation of bank paper, are so 
identified with the habits of our people, that they cannot be 
- abolished, even ifthis were desirable. To reform, and not to 


destroy, is my motto. To confine them to their appropriate | 


business, and prevent them from ministering to the spirit of 
wild and reckless specularion, b7 extravagant loans and issues, 
is all which ought to be desired. But this Ishall say Ifex- 
perience should prove it to be im ble to enjoy the facilities 
which well regulated banks would afford, without, at the same 
time, continuing to suffer the evils which the wild excesses of 
the present banks have hitherto entailed upon the country, 
then I should consider it the lesser evil to abolish them altoge- 
ther. Ifthe State Legislatures shall now do their duty, I do not 
peers that it will ever become necessary to decide on such an 
alternative. 


I declare that to reform, and not to destroy, the 
banks, is my motto. This was my language in 
1837: it is my language now. The greatest ene- 
mies of these institutions are those who are un- 
willing to arrest them, by wise legislation, in their 
reckless and ruinous career, and thus prevent then 
from destroying themselves. There is no truth 
mere certain than this: that if the influence of the 
banks should prevent the adoption of sach legisla- 
tion as will afford to the people the facilities which 
they have a right to demand from these institutions, 
without, at the same time, inflicting the evils which 
their wild excesses have hitherto entailed upon the 
country, they will finally be crushed by public 
opinion. This I should regret for many reasons 
although it is possible that a much better banking 
system might arise from their rains. 

It is true that I expressed a serions doubt 
whether the present banking system would be 
wisely regulated by the States. I feel confident 
that this can never be effectually accomplished 
whilst nine hundred banks exist, pouring forth up- 
on the country, at the periods of expansion, bank 
+ notes of all denominations from a dollar and up- 
wards. You cannot have sound banks unless you 
reduce their.number. Ont of the large commer- 


riods, to abandon their own | 


cial cities, where banks transact their business 
much more by means of bank cred.ts, deposites, 
and checks, than by the issue of notes, no bank 
can make money, and at the same time be safe, 
without an extended theatre for circulation. Coun- 
try banks, whose circulation is limited to acircum- 
ference of a few miles in diameter, if they do a 
profitable business, must, from the very nature of 
things, force their paper upon the public to such an 
amount as to render them insecure. In the days 
of expansion, when speculation is raging, they may 
not be in immediate danger. When the reverse 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


comes, and panic arises, the notes of such a bank - 
may be all thrown upon it for redemption in a sin- | 


gle day, or a single week. Itcan make no safe 
calculation of the extent to which it can maintain 
its circulation, as it could do if this circulation co- 


vered a large space of country. One of the great- | 
est reforms of our banking system would, there- 


fore, be greatly to reduce their numer. 


Now as to the wages of labor: I really thought 


it was impossible that I could have been misun- 
derstood, until I read the speech cf the Senator. 
In combating the remarks of the Senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Cray,) I proved that what the la- 
boring man ought, above all things, to desire, was, 
such a reform in our banking system as would afford 
him “‘constant employment and regular wages, paid 
in a sound currency.” It is ruinous to him for 
his wages to be rising with the kite ef speculation 


one year, and the very next year to have them re- | 
duced to almcst nothing, and even to be without em- : 


ployment altogether. He never benefits by extrava- 
gant speculation. It brings to him nothing but 
unmitigated evil, because the increased prices 
which he is obliged to pay for the necessaries and 
comforts of -life, counterbalance, and more than 
counterbalance, this advantage. What he desires 
is stability and regularity in the business of the 


country. He ought to be able to raise his family ` 


in peace and comfort, and to look forward to the 
next year for the same reward for his honest toil 


that he received the last. On this subject no anx- | 
He oughtto | 
feel himself independent so long as it shall please , 
the Almighty to give him health and strength to | 
eam his bread by the sweat of his face, without | 
being involved in those periodical crashes of the © 
banking system, which are produced by extrava- . 


ious doubts ought to harass bis mind. 


gant expansions of the currency. Under the pre- 


sent system the laboring man cannot calculate ` 


whata dáy may bring forth. He receives high 
wages to-day and is starving for want of employ- 


ment to-morrow. In illustrating these views, I most ; 


cheerfully admitted in my speech that “that coun- 
ry is most prosp erous where labor commands the 


greatest reward; where one day’s labor will procure | 


not the grealest nominal amount of a depreciated 


currency, but most of the necessaries and comforts | 
of life.” And I said that by correcting your bloat- | 
-ed credit system in such a manner as to reduce 


“the amount of your bank issues within reasonable 


and safe limits, and establishing a metallic basis for | 
your paper circulation,” you would greatly benefit : 


the laborer. He could then purchase more of the 
necessaries and comforts of life for one dollar “than 


‘he could have done in the days of extravagant ex- 


fansion for one dollar aud a quarter.” Besides, he 
would then enjoy the advantages which he never 
can do under the present system, “of constant em- 


ployment and regular wages,” without being ‘‘in- | 


volved in ruin by a recarrence of those periodical 
expansions and contractions of the currency, which 
have hitherto convalsed the country.” The last 


thing of which I ever dreamed, was to bring his | 
wages down to the pure metallic standard. I wished . 


to adopt that safe mixed currency which I so fully 


described in the course of my remarks, and which i 
would be a blessing to manufacturers, merchants, | 


mechanics, laborers, and all the people of the coun- 


try, because it would produce certainty and stabili- | 


ty in all the transactions of life. ¢ 


It was the ardent desire of Henry the 4th, the 


great monarch of France, so to govern his country, 
that every laborer in his dominions might have a 
pullet in his pot on Sundays. In our own highly 
tavored land, even at the period of the greatest ex- 


pansion, the laboring man could not afford to re- | 


gale himself and his family with a roast of beef. If 
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his wages were high, the monopolists of this article, 
aided by the banks, raised the price of this neces- 
sary of life in a mach greater proportion. 

I repeat that the Senator might have argued as 
he pleased against the Independent Treasury bill, 
and this wou!d have afforded me no cause of com. 
plaint. He might have inferred, from my argu- 
ment, however unjustly, that I was friendly to a 
pure metallic currency, and J should not have com- 
plained before the Senate. But when he put into 
my mouth, as a leading argument in favor of the 
bill, that it would restore an exclusive metallic cur- 
rency to the country, I felt myself obliged, by im- 
perious necessity, to correct the misrepresentation, 
because it was doing me the most galling injustice. 

I regret, exceedingly, that any thing of a person- 
al character has grown out of this matter. It was 
the farthest thing imaginable either from my inten- 
tion or my wishes. But when the Senator thought 
proper to treat my complaints with the scorn and 
contempt which he said they deserved, I believed it 
to be a duty which I cwed to myself, to hurl back 
his defiance, and he may make the most of it. 

Mr. PRESTON rose and congratulated the Se- 
nate and the country on the explanation just made 
by the Senator from Pennsylvania. He (Mr. P.) 
had understood his speech precisely as the Senator. 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Davis] had, and he was 
highly gratified to find that he had entirely misap- 
prehended him. The impression left on bis mind 
by the remarks of the Senator from Pennsylvania, 
and the speeches of other prominent friends of the 
Administration, in support of the Sub-Treasury 
bill, was, that it was the object of the party in 
power to break down the banking ins'itutions of the 
States, to destroy the credit system, and to reduce the 
wages of labor, and that to accomplish these results 
they supported that bill; but 1tseemed he wasentire- 
ly mistaken. He understvod the Senator from 
Pennsylvania now to say that he was not opposed 
to banks, but merely wished that some restraint 
might be placed on them, so as to prevent their 
running their credit into extravagance. The ho- 
norable Senator from Tennessee [Mr. GRUNDY] 
had made the same declaration, and the honorable 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Sevier] had express- 
ed himself of the same opinion. He regretted that 
the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. WALKER] was 
not present, to define his position also. But what 
says the honorable Senator from Missouri [Mr. 
Brenton] on this subject? He had stood by this 


-hard money question from the first, and when he 


was solitary and alone in tits support. He had 
fought himself through an ocean of ebloqay, while 
the little fishes huddled around him to protect them 
from the roar of popular opinion. Wiil he also 
favor us with an explanation, lest perhaps we may 
have misapprehended his course and his sen- 
timents on this subject? 


Mr. KING said he had witnessel with un- 
feigned regret the direction this debate had taken; 
but it was not his habit, nor would he now take 
part in a personal altercation. His only purpose 
in rising was to notice some of the remarks of the 
Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Preston.] He 
had listened to that Senator with no little surprise. 
He states that the impression made on his mind by 
the speeches of the prominent members of tbis 
body, who sustain the Administrotion, and partiou- 
larly by those of the Senator from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Bucuanan,] was, that it was the object of 
the party now in power to break down the banking 
insti-utions of the States, to destroy credit, and re- 
duce the wages of labor, and that they advocated 
the Independent Treasury bill upon the ground that 
it would produce these results. Now, said Mr. K. 
while these charges were confined to the dirty 
newspapers of the day—those vehicles of detrac- 
tion and misrepresentation—they deserved not the 
slightest notice; but coming, as they now de, from 
a Senator who stands high in the estimation of the 
country, and deservedly commands the respect of 
this body, they assume an importance which de- 
mands immediate correction and refutation. Will 
the Senator designate.any portion of any speech 
delivered on this floor, by any friend of the Admi- 
nistration, in which such objects are avowed? He, 
Mr. K. had been strictly attentive to the discus- 
sions on the Independent Treasury bill, and on no 
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occasion had he heard an argument used, which, 
properly understood, was calculated to make the 
impression which the Senator declares had been 
made upon his mind: least of all could it be 
made by the remarks of his friend from Penn- 
sylvania, who has discussed this great question 
with an ability which few can equal, and with that 
characteristic frankness and fairness which should 
have saved him the necessity of correcting misre- 
presentation, intentional or otherwise. Sir, said 
Mr. K. my friend has over and over again declared, 
in the most explicit terms, that he was no advocate 
for an exclusive metallic currency; that he wished 
to see the banks so reformed as to enlarge the basis 
of specie circulation; thus securing to the country 
a well regulated mixed currency—specie for the 
ordinary transactions of business, and a paper al- 
ways convertible. Would this destroy State banks, 
or prostrate credit, or deprive the laborer of a fair 
compensation for his labor? No, sir, no; but di- 
rectly the reverse; and of all classes, those who 
live by the sweat of their brow would have most 
cause to rejoice at such a reform of tle currency. 
My friends, said Mr. K. are opposed to bank ex- 
pansions which lead to the most extravagant and 
ruinous speculations, deranging the business of the 
country, and terminating in a refasal to redeem 
their notes in specie. These expansions, we have 
been told by the Senator from South Carolina, and 
his friends, were produced by the State bank depo- 
` site system. Admit them ‘to be correct. Does it 
not prove conclusively that we should no longer 
mix up our affairs with theirs—that we should not 
subject ourselves to the inconvenience and loss 
consequent on their failure to pay over the public 
moneys placed with them for safekeeping. My 
friends a:e in favor of collecting the reve- 
nue in specie, so as to enable the Govern- 
ment to meet its obligations according to the 
requirements of the Constitution, while the 
Senator from South Carolina would compel the 
receipt of the depreciated paper of non-specie-pay- 
ing banks: at least sach was the proposition once 
made by him; but meeting with no countenance, 
even from his own friends, he was compelled to 
abandon it. My friends, as faras I know their 
opinions, are opposed to any interference with the 
State banks. To the States they leave, what to 
them properly belongs, their regulation and control. 
We are content to act within onr constitutional 
spheres—so to collect, keep, and disburse our reve - 
hue, as wi] enable us to meet, in good faith, ali 
our obligations, and not again subject ourselves to 
the taunts and sneers of the Senator from Sou:h 
Carolina and his friends, that the Government was 
a bankrapt concern, because it could not compel 
the banks to pay over their ceposites. Mr. K. said 
he looked with great interest to the success of the 
proposition made by his triend from Pennsylvania 
a few days past, so to amend the Constitution as 
to prohibit the issue of bank notes of a Jess denomi- 
nation than twenty dollars. Could the States be 
induced to divest themselves of this power, most of 
the evils which have grown out-of the banking sys- 
tem, as at present conducted, would, in his opinion, 
be remedied. He sincerely hoped it would meet 
with a favorable consideration. 
One word, said Mr. K.‘as to my friend 
from Mississippi, now absent. The Senator 
from South Carolina has, as I conceive, done 
great injustice to the views of that gentleman, 
as to the operation of the Independent Treasury 
bill. He is represented as having contended that 
it would prostrate the banks, and bring about an 
exclusive metallic circulation. Now, sir, what- 
ever the peculiar notions of that gentleman may 
be, as respects the advantages to be derived f.om 
banks, he too well understood what would be the 
operation of the measure he advocated, to contend 
that any such effects could, by pessibility, be pro- 
duced by it. Sir, we were indebted to the gentle- 
man and bis friends for what, to me, appears opi- 
nions so absurd. Again and again have they de- 
clared, on this floor, that such would be the effects 
of the adoption of the Independent Treasury; and 
they have denounced it accordingly, in such un- 
measured terms, that I was disposed to give them 
credit for honestly believing what they so roundly 
asserted, and so strongly condemned. J had no 


‘the progress of the present debate. 


In reply to Mr. Davis—Mr. Brown. 


idea it was for political effect. But really (said 
Mr. K.) it is too bad to attempt to fix upon the 
friends of the Administration opinions they never 
entertained, arguments they never used, but which 
they have constantly repudiated. 

Mr. K. said he well knew the opinions of the 
greater portion of those with whom he was politi- 
cally associated here: his intercouse with them had 
been of the most unreserved character; and he 
would take this occasion to say that the charge that 
they were the advocates of the destruction of the 
State banks, and an exclusive specie circulation, 
was entirely destitute of foundation. Their object 
was to reform, not to destroy. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he really did not 
know where he was; but there is the gallery, and 
there the countenance of the Father of his Country 
beaming down upon us, and yet it seemed to him 
as if persons and things had lost their identity. We 
now hear that there is no intention on the part of 
the friends of the Admunistration, to injure 
banks—no desire to destroy the credit system 
of the country—no wish to reduce the wages of la- 
bor. Why, really, one is almost tempted to ima- 
gine that the present display has been the result of 
previous arrangement, to give an opportunity for a 
general recantaton. Why, was not the whole 
tenor of the argument of the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. WaLxker,] in his speech on the Sub- 
Treasury, to prove the evils of banks and the cre- 

dit system, and the beneficial effects that would re- 
sult from an exclusively metallic cnrrency, and re- 
duced wages of labor, which were to be effected by 
the passage of that bill? And has not this been the 
course of all the arguments of gentlemen on that 
side of the chamber? He was aware that the Se- 
nator from Pennsylvania was not what is cor- 
sidered a whole hog man—he stopped at the balf- 
way house—not the half-way house of Conserva- 
tism, but of a mixed currency. He confessed that 
he was surprised and gratified at the declarations 
and recan'ations of gentlemen this morning, but 
he warned the country against confiding much in 
the sincerity of those making them. 

Mr. KING. ‘The Senator from Kentucky, in 
his remarks, had used the terms “‘recant, “‘recan- 
tation.” Dves the Senator intend to convey the 
imputation that I have recanted: that I have 
changed any opinion heretofore held by me on this 
subject?’ I desire the Senator to point to any vote 
ever given, or sentiment ever uttered by me, which is 
inconsistent with the principles avowed in the re- 
marks I have made this morning. 

Mr. CLAY said his remark was not intended to 
apply to the Senator from Alabama particularly, 
but to the former course óf the party with which 
the Senator acted. Hehad understood the course of 
the Executive to be such as he had characterized it, 
and he considered all that supported his Adminis- 
tration as concurring in the policy indicated by his 
measures. 

Mr. BROWN said: That a very extraordinrry 
spectacle had been presented to the Senate during 
After the ter- 
mination of a discussion, which was of a nature 
highly irritating, and of a strictly personal charac- 
ter, between the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
BucHanan] and the Senator frum Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Davis] two other Senators had thought pro- 
per to volunteer in the debate, and to interfere in 
a manner which he did not, to say the least of it, 
deem the most courteous, especially towards one 
of the parties who had been engaged in this con- 
roversy. 

The Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Pres- 
ton,] and the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] 
had, with much apparent gravity, congratulated 
the country on the recantations, as they have 
chosen to term them, in regard to the bank- 
ing system, which have been made on the pre- 
sent occasion, as they allege, by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, and other Senators 
friendly to the policy of the Administration. 
What recantations had been made by any Senator 
friendly to the Administration? He had not heard 
them, if any had been made; and he was quite sure, 
if the Senators from whom these remarks had 
fallen, had done justice to the arguments and views 
of almost the entire body of those on this floor who 
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had supported the constitutional Treasury system, 
that they might have spared themselves the trouble 
of offering their congratulations to the country, for 
recantations which had never been made, and 
which, indeed, there was no necessity to make. 

In regard to the Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Bucwanan,] he had said nothing, in the course of 
his triumphant vindication, that had even the sem- 
blance of a recantation. On the contrary, he had 
only re-affirmed and reiterated the views and opi- 
nions which he had before repeatedly express- 
ed, as to the effects of the constitutional Trea- 
sury on banks and the currency of the country. 
If he had expressed the opinions then for the first 
time attributed to him, on that floor, they would 
have been utterly inconsistent with all those which 
he had, on many occasions before, avowed, and 
which were to be found so explicitly set forth in 
his published speeches, made, on former occasions, 
on this subject. What! the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, a Zealous and able advocate of the constitu- 
tional Treasury bill, urging, as an argument in its 
favor, that it would, among other effects, “‘sup- 
press credit!” He would only say that, if that and 
some other argumenis which had been attributed to 
him by the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Da- 
vis} had really been used by him, much as he 
admired the Senator from Pennsylvania for his 
talents, and respected him for his integrity, he 
should have considered him as an enemy in dis- 
guise to the very measure which he was advocating, 
and to which it was bat an act of justice to him to 
say that he brought that powerful aid, always af- 
forded by him when he takes part in any impor- 
tant debate. He would add that he had never 
heard, or known, arguments so entirely preposte- 
rous as some of those that had been attributed to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania,1o be used by 
any one, either in that body or elsewhere, in their 
advocacy of that measure. Nor had he known such 
arguments to be imputed to any member of this 
body, favorable to the “constitutional Treasury sys- 
tem, except in the cerrespondence of hired letter 
writers, or in the columns of newspapers, devoted 
to bank interests. 

What did the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
Presron,? and the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cray] mean by the general allegation that the 
friends of the Administration in that body were in fa- 
vor of abolishing the banking system in the States? 
Do they mean to charge the friends of the Administra- 
tion with hostility to the banking and credit system, 
because they are opposed tc a government of bank- 
ing corporations, instead of a government of the 
people? Do they mean to charge them with hos- 
tility to the banks because they are disposed to cor- 
rect their abuses, and to arrest that system of swind- 
ling and outrage which has been practised to such 
an extent on the peope of this country? Is it this 
that they call hostility te banks, and an attempt to 
suppress the credit system? Are they themselves 
willing to uphold and to tolerate such abuses? If 
so, let them boldly avow it, and the people would 
then understand the value of that credit system, in 
behalf of which, so many eulogies had been ut- 
tered, and so much alarm had been expressed. 

Mr. B. said that, so faras he had understood the 
views of the friends of the Administration, both in 
Congress and elsewhere, their leading object was, 
in regard to the banking system, so far as the indi- 
rect agency of the Federal Government could ef- 
fect it, to regulate, not to destroy it; to enforce a 
sound and hohest system of banking, instead of 
that system of frand and abuse which had been so 
extensively and injuriously practised on the coun- 
try, under the miscailed credit system. They be- 
lieved, and the great body of them, there and else- 
where, had so argued, that the Constitutional 
Treasury system was the measure, of all others, best 
calculated to effect these important objects. They be- 
lieved that the fiscal transactions of the Federal 
Government should be confined to a metallic cur- 
rency, leaving to the States the undisturbed right of 
chartering and regulating banks, and authorizing 
the circulation of bank paper, in such manner as 
they might deem proper. j : 

à inden the masons constantly raised against the 
friends of the Administration, that they wished to 
destroy banks, and introduce an exclusive metallic 


” 
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currency, was, to say the least of it, absurd and 
ridicalous. How could they put down the system 
in the several States by federal legislation? They 
could not interfere with or restrain the State Legis- 
latares in chattering tanks. No legislation had 
been proposed, nor could any be proposed here, 
consistently with the Constitution, to prevent the 
people frum using paper. money int heir pecuniary 
transactions with one another. ` l 
But, said Mr. B. because the biil to estab- 
lish the Constitutional Treasury did net au- 
thorize the receipt of bank notes in the payment of 
Government dues, it was therefore a circumstance 
copclusive to show, according to the logic of 
gentlemen in opposition, that the entire system was 
to be abolished! This kiad of argumen', if argu- 
ment it was entitled to be called, might suit for the 
u 
Hae to establish the trath of a propositon. 
Another mode of argument, equally cenclusive, 


to prove that the Administration and its friends || 


of misrepresentation, but it would not an- | 


were in davor of abolishing all the State banks, and | 


inwodacing an entire. metallic currency, was the ‘| 


practice, by the Opposition, of holding up. to the 
public vew the epinions of a few of its friends as 
the opinions of all the Democratic party. 

-u He would pat a few cases to prove, not merely 
the fallacy, .but-the extreme injustice, of such tea- 


whuse opinions had often been quoted in tbat quar- 
ter, 00 Gnancial matiers, as. oracular, had adyo- 
eated the heresy that banks were strong in propor- 
tion as their quantity of specie was small; but would 
it he. faic 3p charge this new: discovery in the credit 
system ie.the Opposition, as a party? Again, the 
Senator from:Supth Carolina [Mr. Preston] hadin- 
Arodaced a proposition in that body, during the former 


bank suspension to compel the Secretary ofthe Trea- ' 


sary te ceceive.in payment of the publie dnes, the de- 


preference for monarchy, while. some of the parti- 
sans of the a4me. party, of the present day, have 
expressed. similar: sentiments. e alluded to,Mr. 


ay oe ald ye ear aa canes leaders ha i, 
+ : ; t; t 3 ka to iE saat 
aa day of the Opposition, who | REMARKS OF MR. REYNOLDS, 


- vidual of the p esent day, of . the Opposition, who 
„bad; ipsa series of essays in a Federal pa 


- these cases, not to fix. upon the Opposition party 


the political. heresies they contain, byt to show the ` 


extreme absurdity of one party endeavoring to hold 


-tbe other responsible for the opinions of a few only ' | 


cof its members. 


. . Bai, said Mr. B. the Senator from Kentucky | 


: [Mr.,Cray}.had not been content with imputing 


opinions :of: declared hostility: against all, banks `` 


to fthese: triendly. to the. Administration in that 
-ehambes, but had thought, proper.to extend ihe 
game charge to the President of the United .Siates. 
-Withbow much justice this charge has been made, 
a reference tothe messages of the Chief Magistrate 
5stoald show., A leading argument, in his reeom- 
:igendatien of the constitutional Treasury system, 
_ Was ite tendency to correct the abuses of the pa- 
- per system, and establi-h.a gouad and honest sys- 
- tem of banking, in place of that which has. produced 
»«Sych.disastrous consequences to.the people of the 
United. States. If the wish to bring about a re- 
: formin these abuses bythe indirect. agency of the 
.spowerg.of the Federal Government, constitation- 
~ ally exerted, be hostility, ta banks, then the, Presi- 
. dentin common With the. great majority of the. 
isAmerican people, was obnoxious to. the charge. 
+. S8o.fat. from. farnishiog proof of hostility to the sys- 
_tem, it afforded the.. only. means of ‘preserving it. 


Those in, reality are its enemies, who are in favor of | 
i| no doubt always will exist. 


tuating, ils abpses. i E 
F Pe hys be would ask, all thig alarm about the 
- banking sys‘em, and patriotic indignation at the 
ideg of a hard money. currency? Did any. one be- 
lieve that the banking system in the States—he 
. megut ap bonest banking system—was really en- 
dangered? On the contrary, was there any candid 
and inte}ligent individual, taking into view the uni- 


i 


} per, ad- | 
voeated a monarchy. Mr. B. said that he had pat | 
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versality of the existence of the system in our eoun- 
uy, and the powerful interests enjisted in its behalf, 
that did net believe that the real danger was not 
that the system would be destroyed, but that it 
would not be sufficieatly regulated, whether it ex- 
isted in the form of a National Bank, or of State 
banks. : 
Mr. B ‘would not say that these alternate exhi- 
bitions of alarm and indignation which we had 
` witnessed here were affected, or intended to answer 
litical purposes. ‘Lihat a pressing emergency, 
owever, existed in the ranks of the Opposition, 
which required the use of all such means, none 
could doubt, who daily witnessed the extraordinar 
expedients that were resorted to for the purpose of 
sustaining a cause that can only exist by extrane 
eus and artificial means. The effort to operate on 
public opinion by panics and misrepresentation,wa 


dicted that they would fail again. 

Mr. CALHOUN. 
' authorized to speak for me. I speak for myself. I 
i have changed no opinion. On the contrary, every 


calamities that ever befe! the country. _ 

I make no war on the banks. Tne system wars 
against itself, and is destined to fall by self-slaugh- 
; ter. Itcontains within itself the elements of its 
own destruction; and gentlemen on both sides may 
combine to save the system, but it will be in vain. 
lis true character is now in a course of rapid de- 
velopment. We witness this day its baneful ef- 
fects ọn the currency and the business of the coun- 
try; but we have much to learn of its desolating 


.| consequences on its moralsand politics. If I should 
_preciated notes of those banks, which was advocated | 
by the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Cuay;}, bat | 
-would it:hsve. been fair to have held. the whole of — 
those in opposition answerable for a proposition so | 
aubyersive of public credit? And, again, seme. of | 
the leaders of the former Federal party avowed a | 


stand alone, I shall be found in opposition to the 
system. 
_. Now let me say that I know nothing of the views 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania, further than 
than as they are.developed in his resolution. I 
wish fo be understood to be utterly opposed to its ob- 


i| ject. With my present conviction, I shall never 


consent to engraft ihe banking sys'em on the Con 
stitution. 
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In the House of Representatives, April 17, 1840.—In 
matic Appropriation bill. 

Mr. REYNOLDS said: 


| manner of political discussion. 


‘of the Whole, we feel free and easy. It is carry- 


is guarantied to the people by the nature and form 


| of our Government. This practice will not be 
i ‘amiss for myself, as | am aot celebrated for my || 


e 


t is like going into one of our vast prairies in the 
“State of Illinois, with which, Mr. Chairman, you 
and I are well acquainted. There is no obstruc- 
` tion, We may travel in them in any direction that 
: may suit our fancy or inclina‘ion. So will I, on 
“this occasion, although in a very humble manner, 
` enter the prairie of political discussion, in Com- 
‘ mittee_of the Whole, and pursue the course that 
_may be my own choice. I will do this without 
‘giving to the subject before the committee the least 
_ gonsideration whatever. : 
, Great political subjects are now before the peo- 
- ple, and aré undergoing that discussion which their 
importance seems to demand. These subjects have 
alta entered this hall, and are receiving the delibe- 
‘rate attention of the rep-esentatives of the people. 
"Parties, in all countries, have exis ed, and I have 
All history confirms 
this position. And if we believe one of the great- 
“est of the British poets, (Milton,) parties existed 
even in Heaven; and can we expect !o be clear of 
them on earth? _ , 
Lgondemn for myself, Mr. Chairman, the vio- 
lence and rancor we often. witness in these party 
diseussions. The crimination and recrimination 


| an oid expedient, which had been tried on former : 
occasions, much more favorable 10 success than the | 
present period. They had tailed then, and he fre- 


, day’s experience confirms me in the opinion that | 
| the banking system, as it stands—I mean banks of | 
' girculation—has proved to be one of the greatest | 
sonjag.. Bome of the friends of the Opposition, i 


Committee of the Whole on the Civil and Diplo- | 


panto obseryance of strict parliamentary rules. | 


Mr. CuHatrman: I am not at all opposed to this ° 
In the Committee - 


which are so often charged, and never proved, in 
this hall, are unbecoming the dignity and order of 
discussion which ought to grace this assembly. No 
good reason can exist for this cou:se of procee!- 
ing. Each party is composed of American citi- 


| z ns, and have equally the guod of their common 


country in charge. Both partiesare formed of the 
blood of the same Angio-Saxon race, and are 
raised and educated under the influence of the 
same Government, laws, and religion, and there- 
fore neither party can be guilty of that baseness of 
purpose with which parties ;here so often charge 
each other in turn. Pi 

Gentlemen in oppositio to the present Adminis- 
tration urge various arguments, and make many 
charges, to convince the people that the policy of 


' the party and the Adminis ration should be changed, 


and that other men and other measures should be 
brought into power and action. On the other 
hand, the friends of the Administration are equally 
confident, that the measures and policy of the 


/ party are the most wise, and best calculated to ad- 
I rise to say that noone is | 


vance the prosperity and happiness of the whole 
people. j 

No Administration since the days of Washing- 
ton existed without epposition, and I presume none 
will ever exist wi'hout it. ; 

l can tes ify, Mr. Chairman, in any court of 
justice, that against the present Administration an 
Opposition is arrayed that is strong and energetic. 
It is sleepless in its vigilance, and powerfal in its . 
action. On this consideration, I consider it the 
duty of each one who has at his heart the princi- 
ples of Democracy, to throw into the contest his 
mite, be it great or be it small. 

“In the beginning,” parties were organized on 
great and fundamental principles, and have been 
continued down to tbe present time, without chang € 
oy alteration, The principles and policy that 
formed the basis of political action in the days of 
Jefferson, are the same that govern the present Ad- 
ministration. This propssition is susceptible of 
political demonstration, and it may besome neces. 
sary for me, on some other occasion, to en er more 


‘fally into the demonstration than at present I 


can do. 
These two parties, equally honest, patriotic, and, 


I may add, equally talented, were organized in. the 


convention that framed the Constitution. ey 
were denominated Federal and Republican, and 
existed in principle. These principles were widely 
and essentially different. One party had for its 
mode! the British Governmeat. This was reason- 
able and rational; we had recently obtained our 
independence, and had amongst us the laws and 
the governmenta! forms of the British people. This 
party, therefore, advocated a powerfui and ener- 
getic central Government, with a President and 


| Senate for life, and the power to appoint the Go- 


i ing out, in practice, that freedom of debate which : vernors of the States. ‘The other party prevailed 


in the convention, and we have a faithful and 
limited National Government. 

These parties continued to exist in the adminis- 
tration of this new Government. They advocated, 
as honest men, those principles which, in the 


‘honest convictions of their minds, would best 


advance the prosperity and happiness. of the 
people. The Federal party dicided that -the 
Government possessed the power to do any 
thing that might be considered to promote. the 
“general welfare” of the people. The other party 


‘assumed no such power, and decided that the Ge- 


neral Government was limited in its. action toa 
few simple national objects, and the balance of 


_ power retained to the States or the people. | 


These parties had, in the administration of the 
eld-r Adams, a severe and desperate struggle, 
which resulted in the overthrow of the Federal dy- 
nasty, and placing in power the Republican party, 
headed by Thomas Jefferson. A 

The important principles on which the Govern- 


| meut was administered by Mr. Jefferson are com- 


prised in the celebrated Virginia resolutions, and 
are the same principles which govern the present 


Administration; therefore, the opposition ta these 


priaciples, in the days of Jefferson, must be the 
same, as they are to the same principles at tbis 


day. 
The Federal party waged an efficient war against 
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Jefferson's administration. They opposed has pur- 
chase of Louisiana, »rd wished to deprive the na- 
ii nef that vast territory to the West and South- 
we-t, andof the outlet of the Mississippi river. 
Tney aiso oppsel the embargo, and, in fact, all 
the important measures of his adminstraticn. 

In Mr. Madison's administration, the same par- 
ty opposed the war which was declared against 
Great Britain. In opposition to this measure, that 
party acted with deadly hostility to the Republican 
party, and was like a wet blanket around the shoul- 
ders of the President during tre whole war. Tne 
history of the war measures will show that the par- 
ty lines were exactly defined and acted on through- 
out the whole ccntest. 


A charge is made against Mr. Van Buren, that 


be supported Mr. Clin:on for President and not Mr. 
Monroe, and, therefore, he was not for the war. 

The joorns's of the proceedings of the Senate of 
the State of N w York, ani the history of the war 
measures of that State, prove those charges that 
he opposed ‘h: war to be unfounded. 

Mr. Clinton was, at that time, high in the esti- 
mation of the Republican party in the State of 
New York, and, in fact, throughout the Union, 
and received ‘he support of that party (Mr. 
Van Buren being a member of it, and bound 
by the party nomination) for the sole object that 
the war might be prosecuted with more vigor 
and brought to a more speedy conclusion. 

The important situation im which Mr. Vai 
Buren was p'aced enabled him to act efficiently 
ia the stru g'e with Great Bri'ain. It was the 

great energies of the State of New York exerted io 
the utmo t extent in the prosecution of the war, 
tha: presented an efficient barrier against the op- 
ponen:s of the warin the New England States, 
Tne Demozratic pariy in the United States, and 
particularly in thet State of New York, was more 
harassed and annoyed by the Hartford Conven- 
tion, and the Biu- L'ght Federalists, than they were 
by the common enemy. 
tion had many friends throaghout the adjoining 
States; and their daring expressions of rebellion 
showing a d-termivation, almost matured, that 
they wou!'d recede from the Union, and join the 
enemy, rendered ths party extremely furmida- 
ble. It was, in fect, a domestic enemy raging 
in our bosom at a tme that the nation was 
achieving her second revolation. We were in 
a struggle with the most powerful nation on earth, 
and our means of men and money extended to 
the utmos'; yet these Feceralists wer: oppo-ing all 
the war measores, and declaring that it is unbeco- 
ming a moral and religions people to rejoice for the 
victories achieved over the enemy. 

The pwition of the State of New Yo:k being ad- 
joining this domestic enemy, gave her more op- 
portunities to act efficiently in ine war than perhaps 
any other State, and she acquitted herself with ho- 
nor and glory. : 

In all these proceedings to carry on the war with 
vigor ard energy, Mr. Van Buren acted a decided 
and efficient part. He was the most conspicuous 
actor in classify ing the troops of the State for ac- 
tive military eperatiors, and was, in fact, first in 
all war measnres of the State, during the whole 
straggle. 

To prepare the minds of the peop'e for war, to 
declare it by law, and to provide the means to car- 
ry it on with energy and vigor, is more important 
to the nation than to fight the batt'es. 

The patriots and statesmen who headed the De- 
mocratic party in Congress, and demonstrated to 
th nation that our honor and characier would be 
tarnished if we did no: defend ours:ives against 
British insalts, deserve the same honor, or even 
greater, than those who were triumphant in batvle. 
The same is dae Mr. Van Boren for his exertions 
in his sphere in the State of New York, and he is 
entitled to the same honor, as the most victorious 
general. 


‘The tame organized Opposition that opposed 
the alministrations of Jefferson and Madiso-, con- 
tinned down against the administrations of Monroe 
and J ackson, und is now waging the same political 
warfare against the present Adminis'ration. 

Although it became necessary for the present 
Administzation to recommend the. Independent 


This treasonable conven-. 
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Treasury sys em, in order to carry ont the Demo- 
cratic principles of the Constitution, and being the 
same prin iples as formed the basis of Jefferson’s 
administration, yet the Opposition are denouncing 
the measure froin one end of the continent to the 
other. They are almost as c!amdrous against it as 
the Opposition party we.e to the war. Each mea- 
sure was forced on the Government by circum- 
stances over which they hal no control. They 
could not centro] British insults, and they cannot 
control Siate bank suspensions. The faults of 


others onght not to be laid at the door of the Ad- | 


ministration. 


The Opposition party conten! that the Indepen- | 
dent Treasury has deranged the cur:ency, and is ` 


at war with the banks. The use and adoption of 
the Independent Treasury were inevitable; and 


without the consentof the Government, it was . 


forced on them. 


The banks suspended specie payments without | 
any, the least, hostitity from the Demecraric party; | 
but, in fact, were receiving the full canfidence and . 


pecuniary patronsge of the Goverament, and left 
the Treasury without one dollar of legal or consti- 
totionalmoney. Under these circum tances, what 
could be done? The Constitution ani laws pie- 
vented the President from the use of bank notes 
which were not co vertible into specie, and the 
whole machinery of Governm?nt was committed 
tohim. He was ac¢ountable to carry it on, and 
this he could not do without money. He was 
therefore compelled to adopt the principle of the 
system, and to use specie alone, as he could get no 
other curreacy but inconvertible paper, which was 
prohibited by law. For doing his duty, and for 
doing what he could not avoid, he and his party are 
denounced by the other party from Dan to Beer- 
sheba. ` 

Although this measure was forced on the Ad- 
ministration, jet it would be found to be just and 
correct in princip'e. I will not pretettd to go into 
the entire defence of the system, as the peo; le have 
decided on it by having a majority in bo'h Houses 
of Congress in its favor: I wilt only demonstrate 


the fallacy of some of the objections which are |; 


urged against it. 
‘The great and leading objections of the O;posi- 


I would, Mr. Chairman, respecifuliy siggest to 
Opposition gentlemen, that it would be ‘mere: be- 
comiog at this time to propose some medsire’ fcr 
rel ef and :eform, than to denounce and oppose all 
the measures of the Administration that have those 
objects in view. Simply and solely to elect Gen. 
Harrison P.esident will not of itself cure the evils 
of which his friends so much complain. ‘Harn- 
son and reform” are in their mouths from one end 
of the Union to the other, while we are not en- 
lightened at all as to the “reform” or relief which 
are tobe given as. The intelligence of the people 
wili not permit these syren songs, wi hout mea- 
sures, to draw them away from the Democratic 
principles which they have sustained for so many 
years. These principles have caused us to tri- 
umph in war, and be happy.in peace. Under their 
infiuence our nation has flourished in an unparal- 
leled degree, and are we to abandon them for only 
vain and idle promises of “reform and relief 9. 

That there is less paper in circulation than ia 
former 5 ears no one will deny; the vorce of the peo- 
ple, and correct calculations, establish the. fact. 
The Secretary's report shows, that, on the Ist Ja- 
nuary, 1839, $135,170,995 were in circulation; and 
on the Ist of January of the presen! year, 1840, 
only $106,963,423 were in the hands of the people. 
This statement exhibits a deficiency this year of 
upwards of iweaty-eight millions of doilars. 

The question arises, and ought to be answered, 
who caused this dr ficiency? Has the Government 
done any act that has caused it?. “On this 
hang the law ‘and the prophets.” And. before 
I demonstrate the proposition that the. Government 
had no agency in this matier, but in fact tried to 
prevent it, | will be permitted to say that the peo- 
ple of the U .ited States are in a. more properons 


| and vigorovs condition than they have experienced 


tion party are, that ii has deranged the currency, ` 


and are hosule to the banks and credit system. 
These charges are e tirely unfounded. 

Nut the least snspicion or hostility existed in the 
Government against the banks at the time they 


i and extravagant s;-ecula’ions. 


‘arp: nded, and b-came insolvent as it respects the . 


Government. I pre'end not to say they are in fact 


insolvent, but they zre quasi insolvent as to the Qov- ʻi 


vernment.. The utmost confidence w: s_reposed in 
thair honesty and capacity to preserve the public 
funds. The whole revenus, at that time amount- 
ing to millions and mi'lions of dollars, was depesi!- 
ed with them. This fee ing of friendship and con- 
fidence, and this vast deposite of money, cannot be 
construed into bo;tility to the banks. While acting 
nnder the influence of the support of the Govern- 
ment, and having th: public deposites in use, they 
suspended, and 1-ft the Government without one 
doilar of legal or constitutional money. These 
are facts, fir the truth of wh:ch records and history 
will sustain me. 

Mr. Chairman, ns one in his sober senses can 
say that the Government caused the suspension. 
Not only they did tot cause it, but it was not their 
interest, nor far the berefit of the country, that the 
suspensicn should take place. It is a calamity 
caused alone by the barks, and the overaction and 
trade of thems- ives with the community. 


As I see the genteman from Virginia (Mr. 
Wise] is in a first rate humor, I will take the li- 
berty to ask him what weuld General Harrison 
and he do under the circumstances which caused 
Mr. Van Barento adopt the Independent Treasury? 
supposing that the General was elected President, 


and you appointed his Attemey General. The | 


Constitution and Jaws prevented you from using 
broken banks, and your Government must be carried 
on. You wou'd be forced to adopt the same sy-- 
tem, or let the Government be ~uspended, which 
would be much worse than a bank suspension 
You would not deposite the public money in broken 
banks. 


| 


siace ihe fermation of the Government. Lt is true 


: that there is not such excess of paper money in cir- 
' culation as heretofore, which is one of the most 
: substantial reasons to establish this position: these 


i pe -ple are beter without a 


empty promises, without specie in the vaults, in 
the manner of bank currency, do not. constitute 
wealib, but a debt to the banks, which the people 
have to pay for its use wiih a heavy interest. Any 
debt ‘han with it. This 
excess of bank paper being withd-awn from circn- 
lation, the people are not excited by it into wild 
"They are; now 
turning their atiention to substantial. apd.real busi- 
ness, an i relieving themselves..from importat-ons 
of useless and extravagant articles of luxury from 
foreign countries. Sd map ype weg T 

The people are. resuming their sober :sences 
again. The resembe a person regaining his vigor 
after a wine frolic. We will, in a few months, 
recover our accustomed s'rengih and vigor. 

In the first place, Mr. Chairman, permit me to 
say it is difficult. to prove a negative. It is hard to 
prove that the Government did not actin any 
manner to ivjure the banks, or the legitimate credit 
system, although it is true they did not. It 
would be much easier to establish the fact that the 
banks, by improper conduct, caused their own sus- 
pension, and there by the scarcity of mosey. in the 
country. Yet, in my opiai: n, I can demonstrate 
by documents, acts aud statements of the President, 


: and the Democratic party, that neither the Presi- 
. dest nor the party is hostile to sound and legitimate 


banking cperations—not hostile to the proper 
credit system, but only desire to correct the abuses of 
those systems, and sustain a sound and substantial 
currency in the country. ooien! 

On this very interesting subject, which the Oppo- 
sition to the Administration have sọ much perverted, 
l must be permitted to- refer to the opinions of 
Mr. Van Buren, contained in his last message. In 
all his previous messages the same sentiments are 


i expressed. This will suffice for all: 


“In a country so commercial as ours, banks, in sume farm, 
will probably always exist; but this serves only te render it the. 
more incumbent on us, notwithstanding the diecouragement he 
the past, to atrive,inour respective siations; to mingan i : 
evils they prodnee, to take from them as rapidly rh Co mnt 
tions of public faith and acareful consideration ofthe tm: - 


duty—that of aidi 
cenyuling their own exclusive 
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salutary reforme may, it isbelieved, be accomplished without 
violating any of the great principles of the social compact, 
theobservance of which ie indispensable to its existence, or 
interfering in any wayjwith the useful or profitable employ ment 
of capital.” . 

In none of the messages, since or before the first 
bank suspension, are found any expressions in hos- 
tility to the legitimate operations of banking, or to 
the sound and safe credit system. These sentiments 
all strike at the abuses, and at nothing more. 

I will intreduce the opinion of a distinguished 
Senator from the West, [Mr. BenTon,] as reported 
in the speech of the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. 
Bonp,] to show that the opinion of this Senator, 
whose consistency, as well as his talents, is ac- 
knowledged by all, is in strict accordance with the 
views I have above espressed. Says Mr. Bonn, in 
his speech: 

Let the country hear Mr. Banton speak the sentiments of 
the Administration on this subject, and submit. ln his apeech 
in the Senate, delivered on the of September, 1837, he says: 

“tI have repeatedly given it as my opinion—many of my 
speeches declare it—that the French currency is the best in 
the world. It has hard money for the Government, hard mo- 
ney for the common dealings of the people, and large notes for 
large transactions.’ ”’ 


In confirmation of the above creed of the De- © 


mocratic church, I will refer to all the speeches and 
writings of the members of the party to establish 
the fact. Itis, Mr. Chairman, in my opinion, the 
safe and sound doctrine, founded on the Constitu- 
tion, and strict Democratic principles. The Inde- 
pendent Treasury bill itself, as it passed the Se- 
nate at the present session, recognises banks, and 
provides for the reception of convertible paper into 
the Treasury of the United States. 
provides for only the fourth, each year, of the 
payments to be made to the Government in 
gor and the rest 

is is a most wise provision, as Con- 
gress will convene each year, and witness the 
operation of the measure, so that changes may 
be made as to the character of the fands to be re- 
ceived for the dues to the Government. This will 
be a direct reward offered to the banks to resume 
specie payments, ang the Government most cheer- 
fally will receive their paper. Does this look like 
hostility to the banks? Tt is direetly the reverse; it 
is friendship and confidence in honest banking. 

The above is the opinion expressed by the Presi- 
dent in his last message. These are the words: 
“If the change (from paper to hard money) was 
gradual, several years would elapse before that 
sum (four or five million) would be required, with 
annual opportunities, in the mean time, to alter the 
law, should experience prove it to be oppressive. or 
inconvenient.” | a ee eee 

These are the docirines and the creed of the De- 
mocratic church, which is founded on a rock, and 
which will prevail against. all her enemies, The 
Independent Treasury is the simple, p'ain, consti- 
tational policy, and is in strict conformity with the 
Virginia resolutions. It is in direct hostility to 


in convertible paper. | 


The bil | 


the oid school of the party which was headed by | 


the celebrated and talented Alexander Hamilton. 


It is extraordinary that the banks which have ` 


suspended: specie ‘payments, are not content with 
the laws made in most of the States to legalize the 
suspension, but are determined to make the Gene- 
ral Government responsible for their sins. In very 
ancient times; we read of the sins of the father 
being visited on the children for the third or fourth 
generation: This doctrine would seem hard at this 
day; bat it would be stil! more anjust for the sins 
of strangers to be visited -on one another. This 
would be jast as reasonable as to make the Go- 


vernment responsible: for the suspens on of the. 


banks. 

The mest enthusiastic Whig cannot be made to 
believe, for a moment, that the United States Go- 
vernment created the State banks, or has any di- 
rect control over them. As the Gove nment has 
no direct or indirect agency in their operations, it 
is certain the banks themselves are entitled to all 
the honor, or all the dishonor, that may arise from 
their own conduct. They must be judged, like all 
mankind, and all institat.ons—by their actions. 

Two positions are, Mr. Chairman, incontestably 
established by the banks in the city of New York, 
and other parts of the Union, remaining firm and 
sustaining themselves, while many othrrs in the 
country have suspended: If the Government had 


pajured the banking system, oF waged war against | 


Appropriation Bill—Mr, Reynolds. 


them, all would suspend alike—none would be left 
to tell the story of their death. ‘The other position 
is also proved, that if they observe a legitimate 
course of banking they can sustain themselves 
with the Independent Treasury system. This po- 
sition has been verified; as that system has been in 
operation for some years. ‘These banks in the city 
of New York and other places deserve great credit 
for their firm and patriotic course in sustaining 
then.selves amid the other banks that have sus- 
pended all around them. 

Can the most ardent friend of General Harrison 
and “reform” take the suspended banks into com- 
munion and fellowship, and place them on the 
same footing of those that have acted with more 
wisdom and propriety? or are right and wrong to 
be confounded? 

This “relieť and reform,” which is so dazzling 
to the eye, must be based on reason and the Con- 
stitution. We cannot relieve the people with bro- 
ken banks, nor can the Government compel the 
banks to resume and circulate their paper. This 
must be their own operation, free and independent 
of the General Government. 

In order that this subject shall be clearly under- 
stood, and not a single doubt left remaining on the 
mind of friend or foe to the Administration, I will 
present an extract from the circular issued by the 
Hon, Levi Woedbury, Secretary of the Treasury 
on Ist June, 1838, requiring all collectors and re- 
ceivers of public moneys to receive convertible bank 
paper fur the public lands and other debts due the 
Government, and the certificates of two public 
officers which demonstrate that this is the course 
and practice of the Governmen!: 

“Important changes have also taken place since July, 1836, 
in the condition of the banks and of business generally, which 
have diminished the necessity for unusual checks on excesses 
and overactions. 

“Influenced by these considerations and by a desire to accom- 
modate the public debtors as far as is compatible with the re- 
restrictions of law and the safety of the pecuniary interests com- 


mitted to my care, I feel bound to enforce the uniformity now 
required, by availing myself of the permission given in the 
resolution of 1816, to receive the notes of banks, and by extend: 
ing, under suitable limitations, the receipt of such notes equally 
to all branches of the publicrevenue.” 


Copy of the certificate of the Register upon the return of the 
eceiver at Milwaukie, for the month of March, 1840. 
This is to certify that I have this day examined the funds in 
the ion of the Receiver, and find the same amount to 
952,177 64, and consists of the following description of funds, 
Viz: ~~ 


Certificates of deposite in the Bank of America 8600 00 
Bills of the Bank of America - e - 2,190 00 
e Manhattan Company Bank 40 00 


" Merchanta and Mechanics Bank, 
Troy, New York . - 3,000 00 

u“ Mechanics and Farmers Bank, Al- 
bany, New York : - 7,810 00 
ss Bank of the State of Missouri 900 00 
Gold . - - - , &818 12 
Silver > . - -. . 28,819 52 
$52,177 64 


Witness my hand this 1st day of April. 1840. 
A. B. MORTON, Register. 


Copy of the certificate of the Register upon the return of the 
eceiver at Burlington, lowa Territory, for the month of 
February, 1849. 


l hereby certify that I have examined the funds in the hands ! 


of the Receiver at this place, and find them to consist of the fol- 
lowing descriptions, to wit: 


n Go : : - $397 50 
Silver - . - - 11,595 00 
Missouri Bank Notes - - 2,250 00 

$14,242 50 


Given under my hand at Burlington, 1. T. this twenty-ninth 


day of February, 1&40. 
A. DODGE, Register. 

Mr. Chairman, I have presented some of the 
most important facts and reasons to establish the 
negative, that the Administration has done nothing 
to cause the banks to either expand or contract 
their issues. The reason must be found in the na- 
tare of the banks themselves, and in the nature 
and course of commerce. The main object of the 
stockholders in a bank, is to make money on the 
joan of their capital; and, as gain is the exclusive 
and exoress object, the desire of such men has no 
bounds. As long, therefore, as a person to bor- 
row.can be procured, who is able to pay, money 
‘will be afforded him. There being no check, an 
excess of paper in circulation is the consequence. 
This excess of paper cannot be redeemed in specie, 
‘and therefore a suspension takes place. Thus we 
see, in the very nature of banks, is this inevitable 
tendency of having either too mach or too little 
paper in circulation, 


H. of Reps. 


The Independent Treasury system is intended to 
correct this abuse of the banks, and to render the 
currency better and more permanent. It will in- 
troduce into the country a broader basis of specie 
on which to place the paper currency, and then we 
will have better and more setiled prices for labor 
and its products. 

[have submitted only the outlines of this great 
and important subject, for the consideration of this 
committee. Their good sense will enable them, 
from the view I have taken of it, to raise a super- 
structure on this basis against which the enemies of 
Democracy cannot prevail. 

The Independent Treasury is a great and lead- 
ing measure, which places the Administration, in 
this respect, on the Constitution and on the princi- 
ciples of the Republican party, which are coeval 
with the Government itself. 

After the expiration of some few years, and when 
party feelings have subsided, posterity will be as 
much astonished at the opposition of the present 
party to the Independent Treasury, as we are sur- 
prised now at the opposition to the war or to the 
purchase of Louisiana. They are all Democratic 
measures, carried on under the guidance of the 
Constitution, by the same party. 

Another subject, Mr. Chairman, claims the atten- 
tion of the people I represent in an eminent degree. 
There is nothing so near and dear in the article of 
property to a farmer as the land on which he re- 
sides. Itis the home and fireside of himself and 
family, and the means of their support and comfort. 
Hence the subject of acquiring a home out of the 
public domain is important and interesting to many 
of the citizens of Illinois, and they have found 
friends at the head of this nation, whose policy and 
whose official recommendations have secured to 
those citizens the greatest blessings. 

General Jackson, when acting as President of 
the United States, recommended that the price of 
the public lands should be reduced to a nominal 
amount; and the same wise and benevolent 
measure, almost the same in principle, is also 
strongly urged on the consideration of Congress 
by Mr. Van Buren. These recommendations are 
hailed in the West as the most wise and most be- 
nevolent measures that could be extended to the 
people. They see and know that the chief magis- 
trates of the nation feel and know the condition 
of a pcor man; and they know, also, that these 
Presidents are willing and anxious to ameliorate 
the condition of the people. 

In the last message of President Van Buren is 
the following strong and warm language used in 
favor of pre-emption laws and the reduction of the 
public lands to actual settlers: 

“On a former oceasion, your attention was invited to various 
considerations in support of a pre-emption law in behalf of 
the settlers on the public lands, and also of a law graduating the 
prices of such lands as had long been in market uneold, in con- 
sequence of their inferior gueli. The execution of the gct 
which was passed on the first subject, has been attended with 
the happiest consequences in quieting titles and securing im- 
provements to the industrious; and it has been, to a very grati- 
fying extent, exempt from the frauds which were practised 
under previous pre-emption laws. It has, atthe same time, a8 
was anticipated, contributed liberally during the present year 
to the receipts of the Treasury.” 

“The passage of a graduation law, with the gnards before re- 
commended, would also, Iam persuaded, add considerably to 
the revenue forseveral years, and prove, in other respects, just 
and beneficial. 

“Your early consideration of the subject is, therefore, once 
more earnestly requested.” 

At the present time there are many industrious 
and respectable families residing on the public do- 
main, and are not sufficiently provided with the 
means to purchase their labor and homes. And 
moreover, the pre-emption law, which is now in 
force, will expire cn the 22d June next, and thereby 
these families will be left in a very precarious situ- 
ation. 

At the time the Government acquired the public 
lands, the country was thinly populated, and weak, 
and was also laboring under the pressure of a hea- 
vy public debt. These lands were pledged for its 
payment, and the attention of the nation was di- 
rected considerably towards this source of revenue 
to relieve the people from the distress oceasioned 
by the Revolutionary war. 

Under these embarrassing circumstances, a reve- 
nue arising from these lands, to relieve the people, 
must have been the first and greatest consideration 


ii 
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with the Government, and, ia the next place, to 
impiove and settle the country in which the public 
domain is situated. l 

These must have been ihe cardinal objects with 
the Goverament, and they are yet of the greatest 
importance to the people. . 
The unparalleled increase of population in the 
country since the acquisition of these lands, and 
the improvement, wealth, and prosperity of the 
whole pation, since that period, have relieved the 
people 
them to pay off the public debt. 


source of revenue so much as it did in former days; 
and thereby the Government is left more free to 
act as to the improvement and settlement of the 
new States and Territories. Yet the settlement of 
the country, and the revenue arising from the sales 
of the public lands, are so intimately connected 
with each other, that one cannot be separated from 
the other. To advance one interest, the other will 
also be benefited. A revenue cannot be raised 
from these lands if the country be not settled and 
improved. Wild lands without people, and with- 
out a market, mst evidently will not sell, but re- 
main on hand, to the great injury both of the peo- 
ple and the Government. 

It must therefore be the duty of the Government, 
in an equitable and reasonable manner, to advance 
the s2ttlement and the growth of the country in 
which the public lands are situated. 

Acting under the influence of these considera- 
lions, the policy of the Government has been, for 
a series of years past, to secure the actual settler in 
his possessions on the public lands, and experience 
has proved the course to be just and equitable. 

This policy is so jast and equitable that it seems 
strange that any one would oppose it. And al- 
though there may be some fraud; practised on the 
Government under the pre-emption system, yet 
they are not common, and not more frequent than 
will be found in other transactions. This can fur- 


‘nish no argument egainst the system that has done 


so much geod in securing to the farmer the soil 


which he cultivates, and the Government their | 


price fixed on the public domain. 

All the pre-emption laws heretofure passed have 
had a retroactive operation, and provided only for 
cases then in existence. There can be no good 
reason for this course of policy. The Government 
for so many years providing and securing the rights 
of actual settlers, have entireiy established pub- 
lic opinion in their favor, and encouraged them 
in relying on the bounty and liberality of the Go- 
vernment. By this course the Government has, 
in effect, repealed the law making it a trespass to 
settle on the public lands, and nothing now remains 
to carry out the enlightened and liberal views of the 
Goverament, but to repeal the law above alluded 
to, and make the pre-emption law prospective in its 
operation. . 

*The following “exhibit,” received from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, will 
show the sales of the public lands, under the auc- 
tion, the pre-emption, and the private sale systems. 
This statement commences the 22d of Jane, 1838, 
at the date of the last pre emption law, and con- 
tinues the sales down for a considerable time. 

This statemest shows that the average pric? of 
all the lands soid during the period above men- 
tioned was only one cent and eighteen-hundredths 
of a cent per acre more than the minimum price. 
In a pecuniary point of view, the Government 
will be mo:e than compensated for this small dif- 
ference in the price, by the increased sales of the 
lands. . 

Mr. Chairman, the graduation law, as the Presi- 
dent recommends it, with the proper guards to con- 
fine it to actual settlers, would be hailed as a law, in 
many of the new States, the most beneficial that 
could be parsed. This measure weuld bring into 
market lands that are not first rate in their quality, 
and have becn in market for many years. It would 
settle the country, and afford many an industrious 
and honest man a gcod home on his own soil. 

I will barly remind the committee of the 
ttions cf Colonel Richard M. Johnson 
Corgress some years since, in favor of the 

biors to the Goverament for the public lands, In 


a 


from the distresses alluded to, and enabled | 
At this time, the i 
country sin a situation not to depend on this | 
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1824, under the credit system, an immense debt 
had accrued to the Government on the sale of the 
public domain, and a scarcity of money also per- 
vaded the country at the same time. If- the Go- 
ve.nment had fosced the payment, many an indus- 
trious, good man, would have been ruined. The 
Vice President had then, as he has now, that ha- 
mane aad kind feeling for his fellow man in dis- 
tress, and he labored night and day in Congress for 
those who were indebted to the Government for 
their .ands, and procured the passage of an act of 
Congress, which permitted all those who had pur- 
chased lands of the Government, and had not com- 
pleted the payment, to receive the quantity of land 
for which payment was made, and to relinquish 
the balance to the United States. He also exerted 
himself, with others, to reduce the price of the pub- 
lic lands {rom two dollars to the present price of 
one dollar and twenty five cents per acre. Colonel 
Johnson had no direct interest in this measure, as 
he resided then, as he does now, in Kentucky; but 
he was influenced by those kind feelings of huma- 
nity, which strongly predominate in his character. 
The people residing on the public domain, or 
living in the new States, know well that they have 
a steadfast and warm friend at the seat of Go- 
vernment in the person of Colonel Johnson. 

Mr. Chairma:, before I conclude my remarks, 
I will present one other subject to the considera- 
tion of this committee, and to the people in the 
State of Ilinois whom I represent. 

The continuation of the Cumberland road is of 
the utmost importance to the people that you and 
I represent; and some of them have desired us to 
addre-s them on the subject. I consider it my 
daty, in the relation in which I stand to them, tu 
give them a plain narrative of the life and death 
of the Cumberland road. 

People residing in a section of the Union re- 
mote from the vicinity of this road, take very litle 
interest in it, and think we take too much. 

This work has been carried on for a series of 
years, so that the business and habits of the people 
are identified with it, and therefore they are en- 
uemely anxious that it should be continued. 

The General Assembly of the State of Illinois 
have passed resolutions insisting that this road 
should be extended to the Mississippi, at the city of 
Alton, and at no other point. 1 have presented 
them, this session, to the proper committee. Under 
the influence ot these resolutions, the people of 
this city became very much excited and interested 
in the location and termination of the road at this 

omt. 
P In order to carry out their views, and to advance 
what I sincerely believe to be the best interests of 
the people generally, I was, and am still, extremely 


5.054 acressold at auction for $2,427 014 01; average rate 
1,875,654 aer acre $1 29 38-100ths. | 
5,076,790 aeres sold to pre emptors ani ordinary sales for 
a 96,345,988 C9, at the minimum price of $1 25 per 
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anxious that this appropriation should be made. 
I is scarcely necessary to remind this committee 
of this fact, as they all recollect tha; I urged this 
measure on their consideration, to such extent that 
my exertions become rather offensive. { will still 
vote fur the appropriation on any bill, or in any 
shape which it may assume, and I pretend nct that 
I have done more than my duty, or more than any 
other of its friends. 

The instructions which you offered, Mr. Chair- 
main, failed in the House of Representatives by a 
vote of 88 to 109, as reported. It will be seen by 
the journal, that a majority of those who supported 
the appropriation were of the Administration party. 

1 recollect well the eloquent speech of the gen- 
tleman [Mr. Horrman of New York] in opposition 
to this appropriation. His voice, manner, and 
gestures, have made a lasting impression on my 
mind; and, although he opposed a vital interest of 
ours, yet he did it in an open, gentlemanly manner, 
so that this “lasting impression” is not an unfriend- 
ly one. I thought then, as I do now, that his 
speech, together with that of Mr. Berr of Ten- 
nessee, de‘eated the appropriation in this House. 
Other gentlemen of the same politics joined, also, 
in the debate, and the votes demonsirate that a 
majority of those who voted for the road were De- 
mocrais. 

In the House the discussion was not directly on 
a bill for this measure—it was on instructions to re- 
port a bill; but, in the Senate, the judgment was 
pronounced directly on a bill for this object, and 
the vote stood 20 for it, and 22 against it. This the 
record will exhibit. Out of the 20 vctes given for 
the bill, 13 were of the Administration party, and 7 
of the Opposition; and outof the 22 against it, 12 
were of the Opposition, and 10 of the Administra- 
tion party. 

This decision, no doubt, was the result of the 
labored exertions of the most influential and ta- 
lented gentleman of the Whig party. We have 
seen the speeches of Messrs. Sournarp of New 
Jersey and Cray of Kentucky, and they speak for 
themselves on this subject. These gentlemen are 
the pride and ornament of their party, and with 
their friends have great controlling power in poli- 
tics. 

On the other hand, we see the exertions of 
Messrs. Grundy, Wright, Buchanan, and ethers of 
the Administration party, in favor of this measure. 
These facts stand reccrded in the history of this 
transaction; and althdugh it may appear unimpor- 
tant in some sections of the Union, yet with as, in 
the State of Illinois, it is of vital interest to the 
people.. as Avivt 

It is justice to say, that the Opposition members 
in both Houses of Congress, from Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois, did not join with their party in the 
death and murder of the Cumberland road, but act- 
ed with the Democratic party in sapporting the ap- 
propriation. 

In conclusion, I can say, that the facts from the 


aha 


` journals justify me in stating that it was the Whig 


party in Congress that defeated the Cumberland 
road. 

The rearon urged by many of the party, which 
guided them in their opposition to this measure is, 
that the President did not recommend it. This is 
to me a most extraordinary objection coming from 
them. ‘The Administration has, on former occa- 
sions, recommended it; and the President has signed 
a bill appropriating money for tbis improvement. | 
It may be the reason with the President that it was 
not urged on the consideration of Congress this 
year, that Congress refused last session to make an 
appropriation for it when it was recommended to 
them. Let this be or be not the reason, it is no 
excuse for the failure. The Administration, al- 
though it did not recommend the measure, is not 
opposed to it, but leaves it, as it should be, to the 
free action of Congress. 

It is stated in the last message that the revenve 
is not so abundant as heretofore, and that there 
are circumstances that impose the necessity of rigid 
economy, and require its prompt and constant ex- 
erci-e. With the Legislature rest the power and 
duty of so adjusting the public expenditure as to 


PBs ibe provisions of the Congtitation, it is only 
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ia consequence of appropriations made by law 
that money can be drawn from the Treasury. No 
instance has occurred since the establishment of 
the Government, in which the Executive, though a 
component part of the legislative power, has inter- 


d an objection to an appropriation bill, on the | 


sole ground of its extravagance. This duty, in 
this respect, has been considered fulfilled, by re- 


questing such appropriations only as the public | 


service may be reasonably expected to require.” 

These expressions show .hat the Pre-ident is not 
unfriendly to the measure, but leaves it entirely 
to the wisdom and discretion of Congress, as he 
should do. 

To settle the question forever, and to convince 
“a man against his will,” I would refer the com- 
mittee to. an act of Congress, approved by Mr. 
‘Van Buren, as President, on the 25th May, 1838, 
making an appropriation expressly to continue the 
Cumber:ond Road. This solemn official act will 
do away the fears of the most timid as to the views 
of the Executive. 

I would appeal to the good sense of every mem- 
ber of Congress, let him be Whig or let him be De- 
mocrat, if he be not a free man competent and ca- 
pable to act on this, as well as all other subjects, 
as becomes the Representatives of the people. 

Is it possible that the descendants of freemen 


must wait their action for the dictation of a Presi- ; 
dent? or had they not,better ‘act well their part, . 
I dare any man to re- | 


there all the honor lies?” 
turn to his constituents and tell them that “he 
was not independent enough to support this mea- 
sure, because the President did not recommend it.” 


We have heard much said in this hall against | 


` the dictation, and party discipline of the President, 
and that the Democrats were nct free, but bound 
neck and heels by Executive shackles. Is it pos- 
sible that the Whig party, after making these ex- 
pressions. wish to be forced to make this appropria - 
tion by Executive dictation? Or will it not be bet- 
ter for both parties to take the respo-sibility that 
isjast aud proper, and act with that fearless inde- 
peaderce that is becoming the Representatives of a 
tree and enlightened people? 

Taking the facts as contained in the journals, 
and to which I respectfully refer the committee, no 
other conclusion can be drawn, except that the 
Cumberland Road bill received ånd experienced a 
‘Whig death in the Congressfof the United States, in 
the year of our Lord 1840. 


SPEECH OF MR. WELLER, 


OF OHIO. ; 

In the House of jalives, April 18, 1840—In 
Committee of the Whole, on the General Ap- 
propriation bill. 

Mr. Crataman: I have not risen for the purpose 
of discussing the merits of the biil now betore the 
committee, but with a view of saying a few words 
upon some of the incidental questions which have 
been introduced into this discussion. It is, per- 
haps, to be regretted that ia the debates of this 
House, members are not confined to the immediate 
question under consideration. Such a course 
wouid facilitate the public business, and shorten 
very much the period of our sessions. I am, how- 
ever, too young a member of this House to attempt 
a reformation of its customs. 
as they are, and endeavor to suit myself to the 
company in which I am thrown; and if other mem- 
bers wander from the question, I, 100, must be 
permitted todo so. It is not my inien:ion, then, to 
examine this bill, but to reply to some of the argu- 
men's of gentlemen who have preceded me in this 
debate. 

The Independent Treasury bill has been dragged 
into this discussio; and a poriion of the distress 
which now pergfides the land has been attributed 
the anticipgf#ed passage of this measure. Hold- 
a seat in Ahis hall under a direct and positive 
e to syPport this measute, 1 have deemed it 

propey to défend it from the.attacks which gentle- 

men bze¢s'been pleased to make upon it. I do this 
now, Mr. Chairman, because Iam unwilling that 
the denunciations of gentlemen shonld be circu- 
| lated from one extremity of this Uasion to the 
other, without something being said in its favor. 


eterna a ag Sy i 


I must take things | 
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It is, sir, a favorite measure with me, and when- 
ever and wherever unjustly assailed or misrepre- 
sented, I feel bound to defend it. 

What, then, let me ask, is the Independent Trea- 
sury, which has been so bitterly denounced by 
Whig orators on this floor? [tis simply a proposi- 
tion 10 effecta separation between the revenue of 
the Government, or the public money, and the bu- 
siness of individuals, or incorporations, and espe- 
cially between that monry and the business of 
banking. In other words, it is a proposition to 
divorce the General Government, in its fiscal ope- 
rations, from all connections with banks, and to 
collect the reveaue in the constitutional currency, 
gold and silver. Tne Administration proposes that 
the public money shall be collected by officers ap- 
pointed by the Government, and amenable for their 
conduct to the Government. That these officers 
shall safely keep the money of the people until dis- 
bursed by law: That suitable places shall be 
provided for its deposite: That the cfficers thus 
appointed shall act under the solemnities of an 


amount to secure the Government against loss. 
That they shal! be punished by imprisonment in the 
penitentiary if they use a dollar of the amount de- 
posited with them for own private purposes: That 
not a cent shall be used or drawn from that Trea- 
sury, except in pursuance of appropriations made 
by law. The Whigs propose te place this money 
in the hands of the local banks; and between these 
two propositions we are called upon to decide. 
The Goverament, through its own officers, must 
take care of the publio treasure, or it must be en- 
trusted to the keeping of the banks. 

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that experience 
has fully demons'rated that the banks can never be 
made the safe depositories of the public money. 
Enough has been already seen to prove that a con- 
nection with them must be altended with the most 
disastrous results. We have seen them, in 1837, 
in a time of profound peace ard general pros- 
perity, closing their doors against their credi- 
tors, and refusing to pay the Government the 
amount deposited in their vaults for safe keeping, 
and thus crippling'and embarrassing it operations. If 
the experiment has been tried, and we have been 
cheated and defrauded by these inst tations, is it 
not the part of wisdom to avoid, them in fu'ure? 
Shall we not profit by the lesson experience has 
taught us? Will we renew a connection which time 
has proved must be destructive to the best interests 
of the country?, I trust we will not thus madly in- 
volve our country in rain. 

[Mr. Wetver was here called to order, and ob- 
jections were made to his proceeding upon the 
ground that he had no right to discuss a measure 
not now before the committee. A desultory debate 
ensued, in which Mr. W., declared his willingness 
to yield the floor and close his remarks, if the com- 
mittee would then take the vote on the bill. Seve- 
ral Whig members objecting to this, Mr. W. pro- 
ceeded in his remarks.] 

`I assure gentlemen that it is not my intention to 
enter into an elaborate discussion of the Indepen- 
dent Treacury bill at this time. When that mea- 
sure is properly before the House, if my health per- 
mits and an opportunity is presented, I shall be 
pleased to express my views fully upon it, and to 
meet all the objections which may be urged against 
it. My only object now is to explain so much of 
i's provisions as may be necessary to correct the 
misrepresentations of gentlemen who have prece- 
ded me. If it was in order for gentlemen on the 
other side to denounce this measure, and charge 
the Administration with having produced the dis- 
tress which now exists in the country, it certainly 
ought to be in order to respond to these charges. If 
you, Mr.Chairman, had confined the gentlemen who 
have preceded me in this debate, to the question be- 
fore the commit'ee, I certainly should not have 
deemed it necessary to submit any remarks on this 
occasion. Sir, it is strange, yea, passing strange, 


that after a Whig orator has occupied the at- 


tention of the committee for three days in 
vilifying the Admnistration and discnssing the 
civil and military character of General Harrison, 
that 1 should be considered out of order in 
briefly noticing a question which has been drag- 
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ged into this discussion. I hope, sir, that I shall 
be permitted to progeed without further interrup~ 
tion. 

Will any man teil me that it is expedient to 
place the Government in such a situation that the 
suspension of the banks will operate as a sus- 
pension of payments on the part of the public 
Treasury? The Government ought to be able, at 
all times, to comply with its contracts and meet 
its engagements. I's ability to pay is debts should 
not be made dependent upon the solvency, or 
insolvency, of the banks. The preservation of 
the public faith requires that the Government 
should be ready, at all times, to pay the honest 
claims which may be presented against it. The 
Independent Treasury would place the Govern- 
ment in a situation where its solvency ceuld not 
be effected by the swindling practices of bankers or 
Besides, sir, these banks are 
the creatures of State legislation—accountable to 
the States alone for their conduct; and every at- 


i tempt, on the part of the General Government, 
oath: That they shal! give bonds in a sufficient -i 


to control them, is a direct invasion of the rights 
of the States. I have said that it was of the 
utmost importance that the General Government 
should be ready, at all times, to pay its deb's ina 
constitutional manner. If the public revenue is 
collected in paper and deposited in the banks, how, 
I ask you, can the Government discharge its obli- 
gations in a constitutional manner? The Consti- 
tution will not permit you to force paper upon the 
public creditor, and consequently, if specie is de- 
manded, the Government must violate its con- 
tracts, 

Again, sir, when you have placed the public 
treasure in the vaults of the banks, and suffered it 
to become a part of their funds, have you not, in 
effect, levied a tax on one portion of the people for 
the benefit of another? Do you not violate every 
principle of common justice, as well as the spirit of 
our institutions, in collecting revenue from the peo- 
ple for the benefit of bankers? Why, this would be 
enabling the banks to fleece and swindle the peo- 
ple with the people’s own money! Besides, in this 
way you make the banks directly interested in 
every question presented to Congress in relation to 
the collection and disbursement of the revenue. 
You build up, by legislation, a power, the interest 
of which is directly adverse 1o the interest of the 
people. It is to the interest of the people that the 
amount collected from them, by way of revenue, 
should be as light as possible. It will be to the in- 
terest of the banks that it should be as heavy as 
possible, because the larger the amcunt collected, 
the greater will be the amount deposited with them, 
and the larger will be the profit derived from its 
use. In every question, then, connected with the 
adjus'ment of the tariff, or the collection of reve- 
nue, you make them directly iaterested. Their 
influence would soon be seen and felt to a greater 
extent than it now is, in our national councils. 
This hall would be filled with bankers and bank 
dependants. They would have their attorneys 
here to watch over the legislation of this Hoase. 
In this way the stream of legislation would become 
corrupted, and our Republican institutions endan- 
gered. Let them once become identified, by law, 
with the Government, and they would soon control 
its politics and wield its destinies. The Govern- 
ment would then be in the hands of a corrupt, it- 
responsible moneyed aristocracy, and the original 
simplicity of its iastitutions destroyed. — 

It is a lamentable fact that there is not a legi-la- 
tive council in our country where the influence of 
these banks may not be seen in its deliberations. 
Their agents have found their way into our State 
Legislatures, and so shaped the course of legisla- 
tion, as to fasten them more firmly upon us. Every 
effort at reforming their abuses is defeated, and 
men who have been recognised at home as sound 
uncompromising Democrats, have fallen under the 
influence cf these institutions, and supported mea- 
sures calculated to sustain them in their swindling 
practices. What who'esome change can be ex- 
pected in these incorporations, so long as the peo- 
ple send into their legislative halls men who are 
identified with the frauds of bankers? How long 
will my countrymen submit to see their rights 
trampled upon, and odious monopolies cherishe4 
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aod sustained by State legislation? If you want 
to change the system, you must kick out of your 
legis'ative councils the attorneys and emissaties of 
the banks. 

The Constitution expressly provides that no mo- 
ney shall be drawn from the Treasury, except in 
parsuance of appropriations made by law. Js not 
the plain meaning of this, that a “Treasury” shal! 


be established, in which shall be kept the pubiic l! 


money? Will any one undertake to say that the 


framers of that section ever contemplate] that that | 


“Treasury” should be tne vaulisof an hundred 


bank ? Such a supposition is too ridiculous to be | 
Oar fathers, who gave ` 
us that Constitution, obviously imtended that a | 


entertained for a moment. 


Treasury should be established by Congress, under 


the immediate control of the Government, in which | 


the public money should be safely kept, by the of- 
ficers of that Government, until disbursed by law. 


They surely never imagined that banks, created by | 


Bate legislation, should be made the purseholder 


of the Government, and permitted to derive profit | 


from the use of its friends. 
Tne Independent Treasury, I have said, simply 


proposes that the Government, through its own offi- | 
cers, Should take care of its own funds. This sys- | 


tem has long existed in our State Governments; 


and, so far as I have been enabled to judge, no | 


los or inconvenience has resulted from it. In my 


native State, (Ohio,) we have a State Treasurer | 
appointe | by the Legislature, who, throvgh the dif- 


ferent. county treasurers, collects the taxes from 
the people, and retains the money in safe vaults, 
nati] disbars:d by law. Now, sir, if you call the 
S ate Trea: u er a Receiver General, and the county 
collectors Sub-Treasurers, and collect the revenue 
in goid and silver, you have the Independent Trea- 
sucy in full operation. If this system has worked 
weil in the State Governments, why, I ask, can it 
nt be applied to the General Governmeni? Can 


aiy one who has not already determined to op- 


pose tne Administration, right or wrong, and de- 
nounce all its measures, see in this plain system a 
s jovernment Banx in disguis-?” 


nuity, all their sophistry, and all their declamation, 
they can make the honest freemen of this country 
believe that a simple proposition that the General, 
hke the Stale Governments, shall take care of i's 
own funds, isa “Government Bank?” Sir, those 
who resort to sach logic as ths, underrate very 
much tie intelligence of their countrymen. The 
day has lonz since passed by, when the people of 
this country can be imposed upon by such shallow 
trickery. The people will examine the bill for 
themselves; an | then the voc ferous denunciations 
of artful demagogues will pass by them as the idle 
wind. Though few of the Whig presses have dared 
to publish that bill, yet, sir, it will make its way to 
t.e people. You canno! suppress it; and, my word 


for it, when it is dead, the incorruptible yeomanry of | 


this country will rally to its support. But, sir, we 
are told that this bill will make one currency for 
the Goverament and another for the people! Icon- 


less, sir, I have not been able to comprehend this |! 


argument.: My political creed teaches me to be- 


lieve, that in this country the people constitute the i 


Government; that they are the source of all politi- 


cal power. ‘hey have adopted a written Consti- | 


tution, and require that each department of the Go- 
verament shall confine itself within the limits of 
that instrament. That Constituiion recognises no 
nò other currency but gold and silver, and it seems 
to me to follow, as a necessary consequence, that 
the Legislative department of the Government 
ought not to recogni‘e any other. If the Siate Go- 
veraments see proper to issue a paper currency, 
will that authorize the Federal Government to treat 
itas money? In short, sir, for I must not. detain 
the committee with these desultory remarks, I ask 
that the legislation of Congress shall confurm to 
the Constitution; and if that Constituticn recognises 
no other currency bat gold and silver, I would 
have your laws to correspond with that, and leave 
the State Governmentsto manage their own affairs 
in their owa way. : 

it is the usual prac'ice for the orators of the 
Whig șcho-l on this floor to attribute the present 
searcity of money, and the consequent diminution 


bee otal 


Do Whig gen- £ 
tlemen on this floor think that, with all their ing2- , 
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in the price of produce ard of labor, to the policy 
of the Aininisiration. The ingenious demagogue 
will go amongst the honest farmers of our conntry, 
and tell them that if they will aid in defe ting the 
te election of Mr. Van Buren, the agricultural in- 
terests will again prosper, and the products of -their 
farms command a high price! I kaow, Mr. 
Chairman, that these misrepresentaioas will 
not have the indended effect. The farm- 
ers are 109 deeply interested in the preservation of 
Democratic priac:pies to abandon them. H is to 
the honest yeomanry, and to the industrious and 
enterprising mechanics, rather than the bankers, 
vill ge politicians, and city loafers, that we are to 
look for the maintenance of our free institutions. 
A change in the price of produce cannot effect a 
change in their principles. If they will loo’ at 
the matter in its true light, they will not fail to dis- 
cover that the present state of affairs is attributable 
to the banks, which, a short time ago, floo’e! the 
country with their paper, ani run the prices of la- 
bor and produce up, and now have reduced those 
prices, by diminishing the amount of their circula- 
tion. Panic and pressure cons itute a pait of the 
machinery by which the. Whigs expect to attaia 
power, and alarm the Democracy; a.d we may 


|| expeci, so long as banks exist in their present form, 
to ste this stale ¿f things immediately preceding a | 


Presidential election. The great mass of them 


being under the control anu management of the | 
Whigs, they can make money plentifal or scarc2, | 


as may suit the policy of that party. Sir, the 
great evil of the times is the establishment of irre- 
sponsible corpora‘ions, with power to manufacture 
a currency. If you would s'rike at the root of the 
evil, you must strike here. nese banking institu- 
tions have engendered a spirit fatal to Republican 
principles, and destructive to Republican virtue— 
spirit to l:ve by any means but those of honest ine 


` dustry. You mast put bounds to that spirit which 


seeks wealth by every road except the plain and 
regular path of honest ind istry and hones' favor. 
By the incorporation of these in:t tutions, with ex- 
clus.ve privileges, you build up one class, at the 
expense of all others—you enable one man t» live 
by the sweat and wil of another’s brow. I know, 
Mr. Chairman, that we are sometimes charged 
wiih agratianism, and it is said we are in favor of 
an equal distribution of property, &e. The charge 
is too contemptible to merit a s rious reply. I 
would not take from the rich man the property 
which his honest industry had enabled him 
to accumulate. The spirit of Democracy protecis 
him in the enjoyment of that property. Bat Tam 


in favor (and I trast ia Gol I always shall be) of i 


an equal distribution of poli ical rights. This is the 
tundamen‘al principle of our iastituiions, and every 
law that violates it endangers the safety of our 
Government. All laws, to be ju;t, must be equal; 
and every law which tends to build up and enrich 


one portion of the community at the expense of | 
another, is a patpable outrage upon the genius of | 
We have, in theory, the most | 
excellent Government that ever attrac ed the atten- || 


our Constiution. 


tion of man; and if our legislation had always been 
confined to the letter and spirit of the Constitu ion, 
our country would have presented a different scene 
from that which we now witness. I caunot believe, 


with the Whigs, that Government should “iake . 


care of the rich, and leave the rich to take care of 
the poor.” I would have the blessings of this Go- 
vernment, like the dews of Hea ea, to descend 
upon the poor man as well as the rich. I would 
so shape the legisla‘ion of the country as to build 
up no moneyed aristocracies he'e, who are to pro- 
cure a livelihood by the sweat of the poor man’s 
brow. Exclusive privileges should not be con- 
ferred by law upon one class because they had been 
more foriunate in the acquisition of property than 
their neighbors. 

Legislators would have acted wisely if they 
had respected the opinion of the father of his 
country, (the illustrious Washington,) as expressed 
in his letter to Thomas Stone, under date of the 
16th February, 1787, the year of the adoption of 


our Federal Constitution. In that letter he says: 
“To assign reasons for this opinion, would be as unnecessary 

as tedious. The ground has been s0 often trod, that hardly a 

place remains untouched: in & word, the necessity arising from 


the want of specie, is represented as greater than it really is. I 


| the more knowing and crafty apeculators. 
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| contend that itis by the substance, and not by the shadow of a 


thing, that we are to be benefited, The wis.iom of man, in my 
humbie opinion, cannot, at this time, devise a plan by which 
the credi: or paper issues would be long supported; conse- 
quently deprec:ation keeps pace with the quantity of the emis- 
sion, and art.cles for which it is exchanged riee ia a greater ra- 
tio than the sinking vaius of the money. Wherein, then, is the 
farmer, the planter, the artisan benefited? The debtor may be, 
because, as I have observed, he gives the shadow instead ef tie 
subsiance; an lin proportion to his gain, the creditor or body 
politic suffers. Whether it be a legal tender or not, it will, as 
has been observed truly, leave noalternative. It must be that 
or nothing. Anevil equally great is the door it immediately 
opens for specnlation, by which the least designing, and per- 
haps mast valuable part of the community, are preyed upon by 
t a But, contrary to my 
inten jon and declaration, Lam offering reasons in support of 
my opinion—reasons, too, which, ofall others, are least pleasing 
to the a‘lvocites of paper money, I shall, therefore, only ob 
serve generally, that so many people have suffered by the for 
mer emissions, that, like a burnt child who dreads the fire, no 
person will touch it who can possibly avoid it—the natural con- 
sequence of which will be, that the specie which remains un: 
exported will be locked up.” 

Sir, if General Washington had lived at this day, 
and come into this hall and expressed such opi- 
nions, the Whigs wou'd have denounced him as 
a “distinciive’—an enemy to their beautiful 
“credit system” and every Federal cra‘or in the 
land would have shouted ‘‘down with the ‘Loco- 
Foco.’ ” 

The evils of the banking system, as it has long 
existed in our country, were sen and felt at an 
early period in our history. In 1791, Taomas Jef- 
ferson, the great apostie of American Democracy, 
speaking of the banks, says: 

“The abundance of paper has produced a spirit of gambling 
in the funda which has laid up our ships at the wharves, as tou 
slow investments of profit, and haseven drained the tailor of 
his needle and thimble. They say that the evil will cure itself, 
I wish it may, but I have rarely seen a gamester cured even by 
the disasters of his vocation,” cats 

The same great statesman, in 1796, held the fol- 
lowing language: 

“I had always conjectured, from such facts as I could get hold 
of, that our public debt was increasing about a million of doliars 
a year; you will see by Gallatan’s speeches that thing is proved. 
You will see further, that we are completely saddled and bri- 
dled, and that the banks are so firmly mounted on us that we 
must go where they willguide. ‘they openly publish a resolu- 


tion, that the national property being increased in value, they 
must, by an increase of circulating medium, furaish an ade- 
quate representation of it, and by further additions of active ca- 
pital, promote the enterprise of our merchants, It is supposed 
that tie paper in circulation in and around Philadelphia, 
amounts to twenty millions of dollars, and that in the whole 
Union, to one hundred million. Ithini the last :oo high. Ali 
the imported commodities are raised about fifty per cent. by 
the depreciation of the money. * i * Mechanics here 
getfrom a dollar to adollar and ahaif a day; yet are much 
wore off than at the old prices.” 

In the foriy-fourth No. of the “Federalist,” writ- 
ten by Mr. Madison, I find the following in reia- 
tion to the effect of these institutions upon the pub- 
lic interest: , 

“The extension of the prohibition to billsof credit must give 
pleasure to every citizen, in proportion to his love of justice, 
and his knowledge of the true springs of public prosperity. 
The loss which America has sustained since the peace, from 
the pestilent effects of paper money on the necessary confi» 
dence between man and man; on the necessary confidence 
in the public councils; on the industry and morals of 
the people, and oa the character of Republican Government, 
constitutes an enormous debt against the States, chargeable 
with this unadviged measure, which must long remain unga- 
tisfied; or rather anaccumulation of guilt, which can be expi- 
ated no otherwise than by a voluntary sacrifice on the altar of 
justice, of the power waich has been the instrument of it In 
addition to these persuasive considerations, it may be observed 
that the same reasons which show the necessity of denying 
to the States the power of regulating coin, prove, with equal 
force, that they ought not to be atliberty to substitute a paper 
medium in the place of coin. Had every State the right to 
regu ate the value of its coin, there might be as many differ- 
ent currencies as States; and thus the intercourse among them 
would be impeded; retrupective alterations in its value might 
be made, and thus the citizens of other States be injured, 
and animosities be kindled among the States themselves. The 
subjecis of foreign powers might suffer from the same cause, 
and hence the Union be discredited and embroiled by the indis- 
cretion of a single member. No one of these mischiefs is lesa 
incident to a power in the Statesto emit paper money than to 
coin gold or silver. The power to make any thing but gold 
and sliver a tender in payment of debteis withdrawn from the 
States, on the same principle with that of issuing a paper cur- 
rency." . 

Amongst the early statesmen ia our country who 
turned their attention to the subject of baaking, I 
know of no one who defined the evils of the system 
with more clearness and ability than John Taylor 
of Caroline, one of Virginia’s most distinguished 
sons. In 1794, he wrotea pamphlet on this sub- 
ject, which 1 should like to see republished, aad in 
ihe hands of every American citizen. It contains 
as much good sense and sound Republicanism as 
any ducumeat of the same length in our language. 


I will take the liberty of reading a few extracis 
from this work: 


of the people, if suffered by the Govern- 
cette Teeraa faisty upon the commercial world, wilka pidiy 
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supply us with a better currency than the involving, tluctuat- 
ing, countereHmz Currency ot corporations, i banks can 

y their debts, we have a sufficient specie currency on hand. 

{they cannot, their credit ought to cease.” 

Oc paper money, he remarks: 

“A paper system can transfer property, 
and change the nature of Governments. 
has no resemblance or interest to land, 
fore it can bea friend to neither.” 

In another place, he says: 

“However ingeniously a paper aystem can manage artificial 
danger for its own emolument, itis neither able nor willing 
to meet real danger; and however rich it is made by a nation, 
the nation must sult defend itself or perish . 

“A Corporation of merchants and of the rich, possessing an 
unlimited monopoly of the great mass of the circulating me- 
dium, can rarse or diminish the price of all commodines, and 
in thia enormous power is contained an unlimited scope, not 
only tor reimbursement, but for proti. Now labor produces 
and pays for the consumption of all commorlities: and out of 
commodities, both the reimbursements and profits arise.” 

The extract which | will now read, shows the 
manner in which our legislation is corrupted by 
the influence of these ins:iiutions: 

“Ita number of members of Congress are siockhelders, or 
bank directors, then an illegitimate interest is operating upon 
the National Legislature. Then the banks have seduced away 
trom their natural and constitutional allegiance, the representa- 
tivea of the Scates—and then even foreigners—our late most 
malignant enemy, have obtained an influence on our national 
councils, 80 far as they have obtained bank stock. The Eng- 
lish, who could not conquer us, might buy us.’ "7 7? 
“When paper men get into Congress, or members are, by se- 
cret appliances, metamorphosed into paper men, itis obvious 
that they will be influenced by their personal private interest 
producing them an immediate protit in cash, rather than the 
public good. Ifthe latter sutfe s, they will consider their own 
acquisitions in money as so much boot, compensating them 
abundantly fortheir portion of the common loss. One partner 
may thrive and the rest be ruined.” : 

Again, speaking of the absolute power which the 
banks exercise over the prices of every thinz, he 
says: 

_ “The bank, having the monopoly of the bulk of the cireula- 
ting medium, may occasionally increase or diminish the quan- 
tity. It may diminish the quantity, thus enhance its value, and 
Purchase with its own paper, certificates on other property 
which are depreciated in the same proportion as the medium is 
appreciated. It may then increase the quantity of this circula- 
ting medium, lessen it: value, appreciate certificates, or other 
property of course, and then sell a por/ton of the same certufi- 
Cates, or other property, to take in the paper which the chole 
cost. ° * * * * “© Phe circulating medium is the soul 
and food of commerce. A corporation possessing a power 
over the soul, can animate or annihilate the body at pleasure. 
By withholding its food, they may starve commerce—by glut- 
ting it, they inay produce a mercantile plethora. A foreknow- 
ledge of these effects is an unlimited power of taxation. In a 
civilized society, the circulating medium is also the soul of agri- 
culture, arts, and manufactures. All the faculties of the nation 
are subject to the regimen of an a at quackery, instead 
of pursuing a natural impnlse in searc oftheir own subsistence. 
If the physician was honest, yet the artificial regimen, ina state 
of health, produces debility, and hastens dissolution; but when 
his fees depend upon the irregularity of his prescriptions, and 
when he isa mere Hiccius Daccius of a tellow, he will soon 
destroy the strongest constitution.” . 

There are a number of other passages in the 
bock before me, which I had mtended to read; but 
enough has already been heard to show the princi- 
ples upon which these institutions are establi-hed, 
the evils inseparab!y connected with them, and in- 
herent in the system. My only object in introduc- 
ing this subject, has been to awaken, if possible, 
the attention of my countrymen to its importance, 
and to the absolu‘e necessity of an ent:re and radi- 
cal change in this system. I have also deeme! it 
necessary to refer to these matters, in order to show 
the danger of identifying the General Government, 
in its fiscal operations, with such institutions. 

The banks were first fastened upon the Govern- 
ment by a direct and palpable vio'a‘ion of ths law, 
as was shown by an eloquent friend (Mr. ALLEN] 
a few weeks since, in the other end of the Capito!. 
He proved by the journal, that a few days after 
Congress had passed a law declaring that the pub- 
lic revenue should be collected in gold and silver 
“only,” Alexander Hamilion, the first Secretary 
of the Treasury, and the leader of the Federalisis, 
issued an order to the collectors, authorizing them 
to take the paper of the banks in payment o° pub- 
lic dues. This palpable violation of the law, com- 
mitted in the face of the Congress that enacted it, 
ought to have subjected him to immediate impeach- 
ment and removal. The Federalists of this day, 
acting upon the same princip'e which ac:uated 
their former leader, are now endeavoring by law to 
connect the Government with these institutions. 

I confes:, Mr. Chairman, that I have not charity 
enough to believe that the Whigs seriously think 
that the local banks can be made safe depositories 
of the public money. It does seem to me that no 
man, who has paid any altention to the past, can 
entertain such an opinion. Some movements have 


been made during the present session of Congress, 


transform parties, 
lt is an engine that 
labor, or talents, there- 
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H Whig mem'er of this H ‘use, from Kentucky, (Mr. 
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which show satisfactorily to my mind that the ulte- 
rior object of the Whigs is the establishment of a 
Nat onal Bank. A few weekssince a distinguished 


Poer] introduced a proposition forthe creation of a | 
National Bank, with a capital of seventy millions of |' 
dollars. Another proposition, looking to the same 
object, was introduced early in the session, by a : 
Whig gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Wit.uiams yi 
I hope these resolutions will not be permitted to 
sleep upon the table, but that they will be brought |! 
up for consideration, and members compelled | 
to record their vores upon them. In addition | 

| 


to this, I have frequently heard Whig gentlemen, 
in this, as well as in the other, branch of Congress 
during ihe present session, advocate such an insti- |; 
tution, and declare that the General Government ! 
never could manage its fiscal concerns without the 
aid of a National Bank. Besides, some of the 
members of the Opposition on this floor have had 
the candor to admit that the issue now presented 
was the Independent Treasury or a National Bank. 
This, then, is the favorile measure of the Whigs— 
this their plan for relievinz the Government. Ide- 
sire that my countrymen should d stuctly under- 


stand that the true issue now presented is an Inde- ~ 


pencent Treasury or a National Bank. 

Previous to making a few remarks upon this 
subject, it may be well enough to stop and inquire 
what was the great question upon which the puliti- 
cal paris in this country divided, directly after 
the ad »ption of the Constitution? We may de- 
rive profit from looking back, and examining the 
point from which we staried. What then, I ask, 
was the great question upon which the Federalists 
and Democrats divided? It was the establishment of 
a National Bank. Alexander Hamilton, the leader 
of the Federalists, was the anther of this project. 
Thomas Jefferson, the leader of the Democratic 
party, was oppose | to it, an {leat the mighty ener- 
gies of his mind to its overthrow: he warred against 
it because of its unconstitutionality, as I will show 
directly. Here, then, the two great political par- 
ties were, at an early period in our history, di- 
vided upon this question. Well, Mr. Chairman, 
where are we now? Look around, and see whe- 
ther the parties are not now at issue upon this same 
qnestion; ani yet I have heard some ge tlemen in 
the Opposition claim to be “Jeffersonian Demo- 
crats.” “Jeffersonian Democrats,” indeed! How 
can they claim this appellation, when they are war- 
riog against his principies, and supporting the doc- 
trines and measures of Alexander Hamilton? 
Why, sir, they must think the people are fools, if 
they expect to practise such an imposition upon 
them. 

One word mere. I have nothing to siy now 
about the military services of General Harrison. I 
support Mr. Van Buren because he is the ardent 
friend and advocate of popular freedom—the sup- 
porter of principles which I believe to be insepara- 
bly connected with the prosperity of my cruntry. 
I oppose General Harrison because he 1s opposed 
to my principles, and because his ele-tion, in my 
opinion, would entail upon-the country the curse of 
a moneyed ar:stocraey—destroy the Republican 
simplicity of our free institntions, and eventually 
lead to the downfall of the Government. It is not 
necessary for me, then, to examine his conduct at 
Tippecanoe, Fo:t Meigs, or the Thames. The 
House has been entertained upon several occasions 
with the certificates ef his subordinate officers, to 
prove his military exploits. I shall not stop to ex- 
piain how these certificates were procured, but I 
desire to say that this is novel evidence for a mili- 
tary chieftain to rely upon. Sir, if you wish to see 
the real hero of the Thames, go to the other end of 
the Capitol and look at the President of that body, 
{Col. Johnson.| Ask bim for his certificates, and 
he will point you to his body covered with the scars 
of wounds received in that batile—he wili hold up 
a hand shattered by the bullets of the enemy, and 
tell you there is the evidence of his chivalry and | 
noble daring in defence of his country’s rights. |: 
Sir, he is identified wih the great West, and she , 
wi'l never forget his gallant deeds in defending her |i 


soil. _No—no—though he may be calumniated by 
the hireling press of a corrupt faction, the confi- 
dence which the people repose in the brave soldier 
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who poured out bis blood in driving back the in- 
vader of these rights, can never be destroyed. His 
certificate was written on his bedy with the toma- 
hawk, the scalping knife, and the bayonet, of our 
enemies. The record of his military exploits jg 
not to be found in the vague and indefinite certifi. 
cates of subordinates, but upon the imperish: ble 
page of his country’s history. But I ask pardon 
for this digression. 

Tam opposed to the favorite measure of the 
Whigs, (a National Bank,) because I believe jt 
both unconstitulional and mexpedient. There js 
sufficient evidence on record to satisfy me that the 
framers of our Federal Constitution never designed 
that Congress should exercise the power of creating 
a National Bank. In the writngs of Mr. Jeffer- 
son, vol. 4, page 525, I find the following pas- 
sage: 

“It rs known thatthe very power proposed as a means, Wag 

rejected as an end by the Conventioun which formed the Con. 
stituuon. A proposition was made to them to authorize Con. 
gress to open canals; and an amendatory one to empower them 
to incorporate. But the whole was rejected, and one of the 
reasons of rejection urged in debate was, thatthey then would 
have the power to create a bank, which would render the 
great cities where there were prejudices and jealousies on that 
subject, adverse to the recepton of the Constitution”? 
_ Mr. Jefferson not having been a member of the 
convention which framid the Constitution, ob- 
tained his information of course from others. The 
source from whence il was obtained is explained 
in another portion of his writings, which I ask 
leave to read. Jt may be foundin volu..e four, 
page 506-7: 

“Baldwin mentions at table the following fact: ‘When the 
bank bill was under discussion in the House of Representatives, 
Judge Wilson came in and wag standing by Ballwin. Baldwin 
reminded him of the following fact which passed in grand con- 
vention,’ {to form the Constituuien.] ‘Among the enumerated 
powers [proposed fo be] given to Congress, wasone te erect 
corporations. ft was on debate struck out. Several particular 
powers were then proposed; among others, Robert Morris pro- 
posed to give Congress power to establish a National Bank. 
Gouverneur Morris opposed it, observing that it was extremely 
doubtful whether the Constitution they were framing could 
ever be passed at all by the people of America; that to give it its 
best chance, however, they should make it as palpable as pos- 
sible, and put nothing into it very essential, which might raise 
up enemies; that his colleague (Robert Morris) well knew that 
‘a bank’ was, in their State, (Pennsylvania,) the very watch. 
word of party; thata bank had been the great bone of conten- 
tion between the two parties of the State. from the establishment 
of their Constitution, having been erected, put down, and erected 
again, aseither party preponderated; that, therefore, to insert 
this power, would instantly enlist against the whole instrument, 
the whole of the anti-bank party in Penusylvania. Whereupon 
it_ was rejected, as was every other special power, except that 
of giving copyrights to authors, and patents to inventors, the 
general power of incorporating being whittled down to this 
shres.’ Wilson agreed to the fact.” 

Alexander Hamilton sent in his report in favor 
of a National Bank, on the 13th of December, 
1790. Ia the fourth volume of the Debates in Con- 
gress, fur the years 1790 and 1791, may be seen 
the discussion which ensued upon this measure. 
The prominent Republican members were bitter 
in their hostility to it. Mr. Madison, who had 
been one of the framers of the Constitution, made 
an able speech against ıt. In the course of his re- 
marks, he said: 

“In making these remarks on the merits of the bill, he had 
reserved to himself the right to deny the authority of Congress 
to passit. He had entertained this opinion from the date of the 
Constitution. His impression might, perhaps, be the stronger, 
because he well recollected that a power to grant charters of 
incorporation hud been propesedin the general convention, 
and rejected.” f , 

This quotation fally sustains Mr. Jefferson in 
the declaration, that the power to create such an 
institution was expressly denied to Congress; and 
yet we hear gentlemen claiming, by implication, to 
do that which the framers of the Constitution have 
forbidden them to do. In another part of the 
same speech, Mr. Madison, in remarking upoa the 
inexped.ency of such an insii ution, says: 

“Tt appeared, on the whole, that the power exercised by the 
bill was condemned by the silence of the Constitution; was con- 
demned by the rule of interpretation arising out of the Constitu- 
tion; was condemned by its tendency to destroy the main cha- 
racteristic of the Constitution; was condemned by the exposi- 
tions of the friends of the Constitution, whilst depending before 
the public; was condemned by the apparent intention of the 
parties which ratified the Constitution; was condemned by the 
explanatory amendments proposed by Congress themselves to 
the Constitution; and he hoped it wonld receive ita final con- 
demnation by the vote of this House.” 

Mr. Madıson was sustained by many of the most 
eloquent men in Congress in his opposition to 
the Bank. Ihad intended reading extracts from 
the speeches of Mr. Stone of Maryland and Mr. 
Jackson of Georgia on this subject, but it is per- 
haps unnecessary. The debate to which I have al- 
luded took place on the 3d February, 179}. The 
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bill finally passed the Heuse by a vite of 39 
to 28. ets 

Io 1811, it is well known that a distinguished 
member of the other House, (Mr. Cuay,] made 
one of his ablest speeches against the constitu- 
tionality of such an institution. He has changed 
his opinion—but that does not change the Consti- 
tution. lam not, however, disposed 1o rely upon 
the opinions of others. I take the intrument and 
examine it for myself; and, if [ cannot find the 
power delegated to create such an incorporation, I 
am opposed to the exercise of it. I am one of 
those who believe that the perpetuity of the Union 
depends upon confining the General Government 
to the exercise of those powers which have been 
erpressly delegated, or which are absolutely neces- 
sary to carry some delegated power into effect. If 
yon once admit that Congress can, under that sec- 
ton ef the Constitution which provides that we 
shall have power to pass fall laws ‘necessary for 
the common defence and general welfare,” create a 
National Bank, you give the General Government 
unlimited power; you take off all restraints, and 
enable it, at pleasure, to swallow up the sovereign- 
ty of the States; you create a grand consolidated 
Government, upon the ruin of the Sta’es, and break 
down every barrier which the Federal Constitution 
has raised against unlimited legislation. ‘The pev- 
ple have given us what they supposed to be ample 
powers; but if, upon experience and a fair trial, 
they have been found inadequate, they have pro- 
vided means for enlarging those powers by amend- 

ing the Constitution; but, in the meanwhile, they 
have said you must not dare to usurp the powers 
which we have reserved. ; 

Bul, sir, I oppose such an institution because of 
the dangerous powers which must be conferred 
npon jt. The character of such an institution has 
been well described by Mr. Jefferscn in his letter 
to Mr. Gallatin in 1803. He says: 

“From a passage in the letter of the President [of the U. S. 
Rank,} I observe an idea of establishing a branch bank of the 
United States in New Orleans. This institution is one of the 
most deadly hostility existing, against the principles and form 
of our Constitution. The nation is, at this time, so strong and 
united in ite sentiments, that it cannot be shaken at this mo- 
ment. But suppese a series of untoward events should occur, 
sufficient to bring into doubt the competency of a Republican 
Government to mect a criais of great danger, or to unhinge the 
confidence of the people in the public functionaries; an institu- 
tion lıke this, penetrating by its branches every part of the 
Union, acting by command, and in phalanx, may, in a critical 
moment, upset the Government. Ideem no Government safe 
which is under the v e of any self-constituted authorities, 
gr any otber authority than that of the nation, or its regular 
functiongries. What an obstruction could not this Bank of the 
United States, with all its branch banks, be in time of 
war} Jt might dictate to us the peace we should accept, or 
withdraw its aids. Ought we then to give further growth to an 
institution so powerful, so hostile? That it is so hostile, we 
know: Ist, from a knowledge of the principles of the persons 
composing the body of the directors in every bank, principal or 
branch, and those of most of the stockholders: 2d, from their 
opposition to the measures and principles of the Government, 
anito the election of those friendly to them: and 3J, from the 
sentiments of the newspapers which they support. Now, 
while we are strong, it is the greatest duty we owe to the safety 
of our Constitution, to bring this powerfni enemy toa perfect 
subordination under its authorities. The first measure would be 
to reduce them to an equal footing only with other banks, as to the 
fayors of the Government. But, in order to be able to meet a 
general combination of the banks against us, in a critical emer- 
gency, conid we not make a beginning towards AN INDEPEND- 
ENT USE OF OUR OWN MONEY, towards holding our own bank in 
all the deposites where it is received, and letting the Treasurer 
give his draft or note for payment at any particular place, 
which, in a well conducted Government, ought to have as much 
eedit as any private draft, or bank note, or bill, and would 
give ua the same facilities which we derive from the banks?” 

It will be seen, by the extract which I have just 
read, that Mr. Jefferson was a ‘‘Suabd-Treasury 
man.” He speaks of the necessity of “an inde- 
pendent use of our own money,” being the very 
principles invo'ved in the measure now proposed 
by the Administration. 

_ Gentlemen here, who are the advocates of a Na- 
tional Bank, have told us that General Jackson, 
in vetoing the bill for the renewal of the old Bank, 
disregarded the expressed will of the people! Sir, I 
have frequently, since I had the honor of a seat in 
this hall, been compelled to sit and hear that distin- 
guished patriot, for this act, denounced as a bold 
usorper, and a lawless tyrant. I confess, Mr: 
Chairman, that the application of these epithtts to 
that illustrious statesman, has at times made the 


blood boil in my veins; and it has been no‘easy ` 
Bul, sir,- 


matter for me to repress my feelings. 
these charges will have no other effect upon the 
public mind, than -to excite the indignation of the 


. 1832. 


ordinary means resorted to in-order to defeat the | 
‘Te. The contest was a | : 
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people. Andrew Jackson is above the reach of his 
slanderers. His name and his virtures will be re- 
membered long afier the miserable slang-whangers 


“who are now traduc:ng him, shall have sunk into 


oblivion, and been forgotten forever. He has re- 
tired from the busy scenes of political life, its tur- 
moil, and strife, and gone to his Hermitage, to 
spend the remainder of his days amongst his old 
friends, the warm-hearted companions of his eariy 
lte. The prayers of the American Democracy 
have accompanied him to his retirement; and when 
it pleases an all-wise and superintending Providence 
to remove him to another state of existence, his 
grave will be watered by the tears of his grateful 
countrymen—his monument will be a nation’s grati- 
tude. When the party excitement which now prevails 
shall have subsided, and reason and patriotism are 
permitted to act upon the mind, common consent 
will award him a niche in the temple of fame next 
to that of the illustrious Washington. Ofen, in 
after years, will the young patriot, in whose bosom 
the sacred fire of Democracy has been kindled, 
make a pilgrimage to his tomb, and then, over the 
grave which contains the hones of the illustrious 
statesman and warrior, recount his deeds of noble 
daring upon the field of batle, and his firmness 
ard moral courage in the councils of the nation. 
Sir, the howling denunciations of the Whig orators 
cannot injure him. His fame is fixed, unalterably 
fixed, in the hearts of his countrymen. f 
Mr. Chairman, I have a few words to say in re- 
lation to the charge here preferred against him of 
having disregarded the public will. I think I can 
find abundant evidence in a report referred to on 
yesterday by my eloquent friend from Virginia, 
[Mr. Steenrop,] to show the manner in which 
that bill passed Congress. I allude to the report 
made by John Tyler of Virginia, the present Whig 
candidate for the Vice Presidency, in the Senate of 
the United States, in December, 1834. That will |! 
furnish ns aclue by which we may under-tand 
how this bill came to pass in Congress. That re- 
port shows, that, in 1832, (beings the year the Bank 
was vetoed,) there were forty-four members of Con- 
gress indebted to that Bank; that the amount of 
their indebtedness was four hundred and seventy- 
ty-eight thousand and sixty nine dollars! These were 
the Representatives of the peop'e, who were sitting 
in judgment to decide whether the public interest re- 
quired a renewal of the charter of that Bank! A 
renewal of the charter would s:cure a re- 
newal and extension of their loans, and 
consequently they had no doubt about the expe- 
diency of the measure! Here you find men voting 
on a question in ‘which they had a direct pecuniary 
interest. It is fortunate for the country that we 
bad in the Executive chair a man who had moral 
courage and firmness encugh to meet the crisis here 
presented, and defeat the machinations of a cor- 
rupt faction. The whole amount loaned to mem- 
bers of C sngress, as shown by this report, in the 
four years preceding 1834, was nearly a million and 
a half of dollars. The whole number of n.embers 
to whom loans were made in that period was two 
„hundred anil twenty-three! i 
The Bank was vetoed by Gen, Jackson in June, | 


In his message, returning the bill, he to'd 
ihe people that he bad discharged what he con- | 
ceived to be his duty, and if he had erred, they i 
would have an opportunity, in a few months, of 
applying the corrective at the ballot box. The 
Bank openly entered the political field against him, -! 
with its numerous branches, its hired orators and | 
pensioned presses. The same report to which I | 
have already alluded, shows that ‘the Bahk ex- 
pended, in the publication and distribution of Whig 
speeches and pamphlets, denouncing Gen. Jackson » 
and his administration, during-the year 1832, the 
sum of eighteen thousand four hundred and ninety 
dollars and seventy-nine cents! Here you will see 
the tremendous power of that Bank and the ex'ra- | 
j 


re-election of ihe old chief. 
warm and a violent one, but the people triumphed.- 
At the ballot box they endorsed the act for which 
the Whigs have denounced him as a lawless ty- || 
rant. The fact that the people re-elected him, - 
proves conclusively that he did not disregatd their ` 
will in the exercise of the vetopower. That vèto 


will reflect honor upon his name long after you 
and I have passed from the stage of action. 

A few words more, Mr. Chairman, and I have 
done. A National Bank must necessarily, from 
the very principles upon which it is established, 
exercise a powerful influence not only over the 
commercial, but over the po'itical, interests of the 
ccuniry. Give such an institution the power to 
regulate the currency of the Government, and it 
will have the power to control the politics of the 
country. Like the old bank, it would enter the 
political arena, corrupt the elective franchise, de- 
siroy the freedom of the press, and soon draw 
within its voracious maw the rights and liber- 
ties of the people. Believing, with Mr. Jef- 
feron, that such an institution is of the most 
most deadly hostility to our free Government, I 
could never be induced to give my support to it. 
Knowing, as [ do, that if the Whigs obtain the as- 
cendency, they will charter such an institution, I 
would this day, if I had a voice that cculd be 
heard by the whole American people, urge them to 
activity and vigilance in the approaching contest. 
I would tell them that this was nota time when 
freemen should be found slumbering upon their 
posts; that the safety of our Republican insti- 
tutons requires them to prepare for the fap- 
proaching election. I would entreat them, in the 
name of theirgRevolutionary fathers, who perilled 
their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honors, 
to secure to us the inestimable blessings we now en- 
joy, to watch well the movements of the Federal 
aristocracy. I would ask them to swear their chil- 
dren, ere they have left the Jap of their mothers, 
and been contaminated by the selfishness of corrup- 
tion of the world, to wage unceasing warfare 
against every institution calculated to build up and 
sustain a moneyed aristocracy amongst us. I 
would tell them that, if this Government, which 
for more than halla century has attracted the 
wonder and admiration of the world, is to remain 
unchanged, they must lay the foundation of their 
legislation broad and deep in an equa’ity of po- 
litical rights. And if it were the last word I had 
to utter this side ef eternity, I would implore 
them to discountenance the efforts nuw making by 
the Whigs to establish a National Bank. Gud 
grant that the hour may never cone, when the 
great mass of my countrymen shall be made the 
serfs and slaves, the hewers of wood and drawers 


| of water, toa haughty, purse-proud, and insolent 


aristocracy. 


SPEECH OF MR. PETRIKIN, 


OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

In the House of Representatives, April 17, 1840—-In 
Committee of the Who'e, on the General Ap- 
propriation bill. 

Mr. PETRIKIN observed: Mr. Chairman, I 
perfectly agree with several gentlemen who have 
condemned the waste of time oceupicd in discuss- 
ing subjects which have no reference to the ques- 
tion now properly under consideration before the 
committee, and I shall not follow their example, 
with the exception of noticing some remarks made 
by my colleague from P.nasylvania, (Mr. Oare,)} 
who has indulged himself in what I suppose he 
thought a specimen of his wit, and which I think 
illiberal and unfounded, and which he travelled out 
of his way to make. T shall, therefore,’ ask the 
indulgence of the committee for a few minutes, 
while [ notice them. í . 

I was not nreseat when my colleague made his 
remarks, but a friend has been kind -enough to fur- 
nish them to me. My colleague said ‘his colleague 
[Mr. Perrixin] had lately been at home for up- 
wards of two weeks, and finding an expression. 
among the log cabins there, had returned, and 
brought his cue back with hiar; and we had evi- 
dence this morhing of some misgivings and waver- 
ings in his support of the spoilers.” PE 

I have heci home, Mr. Chairman, and_ visited 
many of my constituents—some of them 10 their 
log cabins—and bave returned with my “cues.” - 
Not one “cue” only, for I can assure my colleague 
that I have two ‘‘cues:” one which I wear ap- 
pended to my head, which follows me; the other is 


the cue of political prineiple and common home-. 
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spun Dem ciacy, whch I toilow. Tre first “eue” 
I have carried for thirty-three years; the laiter I 
have tollowed for forty years, aud whch IT got in 
the times tnat tried men’s souls, during the reign of 
terror, during the days of the Alen and Sedition 
laws, and have followed ever since. I retain 
them both as matters of pride; [ wish I could say 
as much for my colleague. Bat I am sorry to say 
that I have rever known my colleague to follow 
any “cue” long, neither one of hair or of proci- 
ple. Fle never possessed siability enough to fol- 
low any thing long ata tme. My colleague antl 
myselt have rarely followed the same “cue.” 
His “cue” of Antimasonry, Federalism, and 
Aboliton, I feel proud to sav, I never did fellow., 
He has been, within my knowledge, at every point 
of the political compass—a Jack-on man, an 
Adams man, a C’ay man, and what in my county 
we call an anphibious polifician—an Antimason 
and Abolitionist Harrison man. Ay, sir, he is one 
of that fanatical sect which does not vegetate in 
my county—a sect that would carry rapine, rob- 
bery, and myrder amongst the peaceable inhabi- 
tants of the South, to gratify the:r malign parposes 
cr lust for office and power. Mr. Chairman, I can 
inform my colleague tha! I have be-n home; that 
I have visited my constituents, as I before obse ved, 
many of them in their log cabins, in which I have 
often, very often, partaken of ther hospita!ity— 
yes, for the last thirty-one years—and found them 
as I left them, sound, trae Democrats, without 
change or snadow of turning. They are not com- 
posed of sach turneble, or changeable, materials as 
my colleegue. They are steady, inquiring, sensi- 
ble men, who will not disgrace themselves and the 
country by aiding to elevate to the P.es'dency a 
poor, weak, imbecile old man, such as they know 
General Harrisun to be, but wi!l show their attack- 
ment to the principles uf their fore’athers, by voting 
for Mr. Van Buren—voting for him, not because 
he is called Van Buren, or any other name, but 
because he is the candidate cf the Democratic 
pariy, and has satisfied them that he is hone t, ca- 
pable, and devoted to Democratic principles. Al- 
though my constituents have not been corrupted by 
what my colleague and his decency party would call 
refinement, yet | can assure my coileague they pos- 
sess manly independence; and Í, as their represen- 
lauve, shall truly represent them. If I do not, it 
sha'l not be fer want cf the will to do so. Tecan 
assure you, Mr. Chairman, that my constituents 
despise the party that thinks so meanly of the in- 
tellizence of the pesple as to suppose they can be 
induced to vote for an imbecile o!d man, mrrely 
because it is said that he lives in a “lig ca- 
bin,” and dinks “hard cicer,” and without be- 
ing possessed of any other qualification t> 
recommend him to their favorab’e con:ideia- 
tion. | am well acquainted with the people of 
the county I reside in, and can say that there 
are but few men who have resided in it for four 
years past that I do not know; and ro county in 
the State, of equal population, contains a greater 
number of intelligent, sound, unwavering Demo- 
crats. I therefore repei the insinuation thrown out 
by my cvlieague, that they were turning to be 
“ log cabin’? men, (as he terms his party.) as not 
having the least foundation in fact. My co'ezgee, 
I am told, has endeitaken to slander another coun- 
ty, which I have passed through twice duriag my 
absence. I did not distine'ly hear him, but I un- 
derstood him to say that “ old Berks” had been a 
Federal county. This is not troe. The p2rp'e of 
old Berks have always been dec:ded!y Demccratic, 
whenever party lines were drawn, and are now, 
what they always have been, and were four years 
ago when they (as they often have done before) 
carried terror and despair into the ranks of the Fe- 
deral banki'es; and they will do so again at the 
next election. Columba and old Berks are allies 
in Democracy, and always go together in political 
strife for victory. Columbia has deserved'y gained 
the appellation of “ the star of the North,” and will 
retain her pace along side of old Berks, to the 
mortification of my colleague and his brawling ‘log 
cabin” partizans. I could, Mr. Chairman, if I 
chose to follow the examp'e of my colleague, bring 
up reminiscences of the gentleman’s political course 
for the last fifteen years, that would startle even 


t 


himseif; bat I will not occupy the time of the com- 
mit‘ee with a theme of so littie consequence, ether 
tothem or to myself 

Mr. Chairman, if the observations of my col- 
league were only to be corfined to Pennsylvania, 
where we ae both known, | wouid hive despised 
answering them; out as they are intended to be cir- 
culat'd over the Union for the purpose of decep- 
tion, (and if I did not contradict them, might in- 
duce strangers to suppose that my constitueuts and 
myself were becoming, like my colleague, rene- 


` gales from Demosracy,) TE considered it my duty to 


tre:pass on the strict rales of order, and notice 
them. I feel griteful to the committee for their in- 
dulgence, and shall cease to make any further com- 
ment upen what concerns meseif personally. 

My colleague, in the course of his three days’ 
speech, has occasionally endeavored to induce 
others to believe he was an economist, at the same 
time clearly proving the contrary, by the occupa- 
tion of the time of the committee and country so 
great a length of time, at an expense 0: seven thou- 
sand five hundred dol'ars of the people’s money, 
not in discussing a subject under c n ideration, but 
indulging hin self, for the most part, in attacks on 
individua's, or in ridicaloas buffuonery, in doing 
such dirty work of the Harrison party in this 
House? as they were ashamed to do themselves, and 
would be pronably ashamed of it, when done. This 
is economy afier a fashion; kut when he reflects 
that the seven thonsand five hundred dollars he has 
wasted wonld have bouzht several good lets of 
land for honest farmers, whe wonld really have 
been glad to live on the land, ‘n even “a lpg cabin,” 
will not his conscierce tell him he has done wrong? 
I am sure, if his constitveats hear of it, they will 
condemn th's waste of money. One other matter, 
and [I shali dismiss my colleague for the present. 
He has said a great deal about the furniture ef the 
White House, and the plate used at the President's 
table. That sounds very fine indeed, when coming 
from a member of the party which arreg ates to 
itself the tile of “all the decency party” Why the 
banks, their favorites, gave their officers more costiy 
plate than the Presiden’s. I woull ask my col- 
league if he was adirector of the United States 
Bank when those in the direction of that institution 
voted a service of p'a’e, valued at twenty thousand 
dollars, to Mr. Biddle? Whether he was er was 
not, I cer ainly do not name this wi ha view io east 
any imputation of disrespect o! b!ame on Mr. Bid- 
dle, for [ know him to be an honorable man. I 
wish my col'eague was like him. | merely wish 
to remind my co!league that many private indivi- 


i duals have plate more valuable that that he finds 


so much fault wih in the White Honse, belonging 
to the nation, and nct te Mr. Van Purea. As re- 
spects the furniture of the Whie House, my col- 
league has been so handsomely and ably reproved 
by the chairman of the Cemmittee on Pablic Build- 
ings, [Mr. Lincebn,] who truly named the observa- 
tions of my colleague as being ‘small game,” and 
“tittle mean matters,” I shall pass it by with this 
observation, that, as a member of that committee, 
I have always found the chairman a highly liberal 
and honorable man. 

I shall now, Mr. Chairman, ask the indu'gence 
of the comm.t'ee while I make some remarks on a 
few items of appropriations contained in the bill 
now under consideraticn, to which, at the proper 
time, Lintend to propose some amendments, and 
review the objecticns made to those appropriations 
by members of the Opposition party. In the course 
of the speech made yesterday, by the chairman of 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grovnds, 
[Mr. Lixconn,] he had censured the President for 
transferring the appropr-ations made for some light- 
houses proposed to be built at the mouths of incon- 
siderable creeks, toward the finishing of the Trea- 
sury building. I contend that the transfer was 
made conformab’e to law, as will be found by re- 
ferring to the act of Congress, approved 3d March, 


.1839. The President having ıt certified to him 


that the erection of those l'ght-houses was not ne- 
cessary, had not only a righ’, but it was his duty, 
under the act of Congress, to transer the money 
appropriated for them to some other ureful work. 
Many cf these light-house appropriations made for 
the last four or five yeas, are useless and not in- 


, expense themselves, 


tended for public good, but for electioneering hum. 
bags, brought before Congress and adv. cated hy 
Whig members, or to get fat jobs for speculators, 
and it is perfectly ight before they are built that 
there ought to be careful inquiry as to the atility, 
betere such vast sums of money are expended. 

I: is very questionable whe her the numerous 
light-houses, buiit along the coa~t, not only en the 
ccetn, but on the Jakes, have n t a tendency to 
make nav gation more dangerous, by embarrass- 
ing navigators, owing to the difficulty of discrimi- 
nating or distinguishing one from another. Every 
session of Congress there are bills asking for large 
sums of money to buid light-houses; and so fully 
have I become satisfi'd of the impropriety of this 
kind of appropriations, that in nine cases ont of 
ten, Į am startled when Í hear the word ‘‘ight- 
house” named in a bill, considering it synonymous 
with the werd “plunder.” tis not the first cost of 
building the lizht-houses alone, but ihe constant ex- 
pence of oil and salary of keepers, which is burden- 
some to the country and tends to swell the amount of 
the expenditures of Government every year, and far- 
nish a theme of complamt ror Whig members ot 
Congress, although they are the authors of all this 
‘Lhe very careless and loose 


' manner in which laws appropriating money for 
_ any kind of public buildings are passed, has a ten- 


' dency to invite and encourage peculation, 


That, 
however, is the fault cf Congress, whcese members, 
ins'ead of examining each item of the bill, and 
carefully guarding the expenditure of the money 
by checks on the pabtic agents, pay no attention 
to them, but take up the time that ought to 
be devoted to this duty ia talking about 
matters totally irrelevant, I have often thought 
for the purpose of preventng a careful ex- 
amination. [In fact, all that contractors and 
speculators have to do, is to keep up the cry of 
“give, give,” and Congress, without much inquiry 
whether tke object the money is asked for is necis. 


' sary or not, passes laws giving all that is asked. 


When the report cf the expenditures is made to 
Congress at their next session, thore members who 
are the most ready to vote for all such appropria- 
tions, are the first to join in the unjust cry of tex. 
travagance, waste, and profligacy’ against the Admi- 
nistration, Whoare always foremost in voting 
tho-e extravagantand often useless appropriations? 
[ answer, without fear of contradiction in truth, 
that they are a large majority cf these members 
who cail themseives in this House Whigs, together 


, with encugh of easy-conse.enced Democrats to 


make a majority of this House. 

As an evidence of this, 'et me draw the attention 
of the members of the committee to the items in 
the present bill making appropriations for the new 


: Treasury building, Patent Office, and Post Office. 


These appropriations never have been b-fure the 
Cemmitiee on the Public Buildinzs and Public 
Grounds, as they ought to hive been, and as the 
rules of the House require, for investigation; but 
they have been brougnt before the Committee of 
Ways and Means, by the Secretary cf the Treasn- 
ry, on the estimates furnished by an architect, with- 
outany examinition or inquiry. If this House 
had enforced its rules, the Commitiee of Public 


: Buildings would bave ascertained wha! was the ac- 


tual amount necrssary, and endeavored to have 
recommended measures to prevent the improper 
use of the appropriations, Now, sir, I have some 
litle experience as to the reliance to be placed on 
estimates of engineers and architects generally em- 
ployed by Government. An architect does not ex- 
pect to give the twh when asked to fu' nish an esti- 
mate for the meney necessary to erecta tuilding 
or public werk, lest, if the truth was told, it might 
s'arile the public, and even frighten the members 
of Congress entru-ted with the preject, and the 
work would not be commenred: of course their ser- 
vices would be no lenger required. 


The immense cost of public buildings erected by 
the Government is to be attributed wholly to the 
defective legislation by Congress, and that often 
the effect of the management of designing men 
filing sea'sin that body. This loose and improper 
mode of legislating is the cawe of laws being 
passed vo'ing millior s of dollars, to be expended by 
agents without any limit, guards, or checks 
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and without aay one being responsible or 
accountable fur the proper expenditure of the money. 
Extra daty is imposed on the President, which does 
not belong to bis station, aad which itis im possible, 
from the nature of his other duties, he can discharge; 
no power is givea him to transfer this duty to any 
Frem this results a great loss of money and 


one. D 
a very great increase of cost in erecting the build- 
in Members of Congress take great care to 


avoid ali labor or responsibility themselves, but by 
their owa act place the burden on the President’s 
shoulders and then denounce him for extravagance 
` and waste. Whereas, if these men weuld dis- 
chargelthe duty which they are sent here to do, by 
providing by law for the appointment of proper 
ns to superintend the expenditare of those 
appropriations, with proper restrictions, we would 
fiad less cause of complaint of extravagance in the 
expenditures necessary to complete the works of 
the Government. I will prove what I say by 
the relation of a fact. : , 


The plan on which the new Treasury building is 
now being built, is not the plan approved of by 
General Jackson, as the law. authorizing its con- 
struction required. When the plan was submitted 
to the General for bis sanction, he took his pen and 
very properly expunged the colonnade, which is 
now being erected before the building—not by 
black lines drawn around it, bat across its length 
and: breadth; and not only did he do so, but he 
went on the ground, and with his cane showed 
where the. building was to be erected, forbidding 
any interference with the present State building. 
Why the present plan was adopted, or by whose 
order, no one can tell—the original plan, approved 
of. by General Jackson, has, by some mysterious 
means,disappeared. I have, as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Pablic Buildings and Grounds, repeated- 
ly asked for it, but can get no account of it from 
the architect, nor any reason why it could not be 
found. This has certainly given room to suspect 
fraud somewhere. Bat certainly President Van 
Buren could not be blamed for an act which took 
place before he was inaugura’ed, and of which he 
could not be expected to have any knowledge. 
Could it be expected that he could waich the archi- 
tect in a matter of which there was no record left, 
except what the architect had in his own possession, 
and might show him or not, as he chose? There is 
another exception taken to the President accepting 
the volotary offer of the workmen at the public 
buildings to ga on with the work of the Treasury 
building and Patent Office after the appropriations 
were expended, at their own risk, without incurring 
any claim against the Guvernmen’, if Coagress 
should not make an appropriation. Certainly 
there is nothing improper in this when it was . the 
voluntary offer of the workmen themselves; on the 
contrary, I think it was the mutual interest of both 
the workmen and Government that the work should 
be continued. A great loss of time and money is 
‘always the necessary consequence of such work 
-being suspended It matters not how the work- 
men disposed of the certificates which were g ven 
them for this work—whether they were shaved, or 
jewed by banks or brokers, was no business of the 
President’s; and I am sarprised the gentlemen from 
Vermont (Mr. Everert] should ask the question, 
or complain if the banks did shave them, as he and 
pany profess to be such warm friends of 

s i 


The observations made by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Lincotn,] respecting the 
building about being erected for the Post Office De- 
partment, were, in patt, very correct, particularly 
as to the discrepancy of the architect’s estimates, 
made at different times, and the great increase of 
cost of the preposed building. With a view of 
showing how I:tle reliance is to be placed on an 
architect’s estimate, I wiil give the es'ima'es made 
at different times for this building by the ar- 
chiteci: 


First estimate made for first plan, Februa- 


ry, 1839 - - - - $280,0 
Second estimate, made for second saa a 
one story lower, in June, 1839 - 413,000 


Third estimate, made for seeond plan, De- 
cember, 1839 PAD O 400,000 


Fourth estimate, made for second plan, 
March, 1840 - - 450,000 


Aud these estimates are made by the man whom 
the gentleman fiom Virginia [Mr. Wise] thought 
so very meri‘orious an artist and an honest man, 


on whom he [Vir. Wise] placed so much confi- | 
dence that he defeated the plan and views of the | 


gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Linc-Ln,] 


respecting the Tieasury builling in 1838; and for , 
this architect’s sake he (Mr. Wise] assumed the ` 


responsibility, and claimed the creait for himse'f, 
of erecting the present Treasury building, which is 
a monument of ihe ignorance, if not dishonesty, of 
the architect, and a disgrace to the nation. 


But to retarn to the Post Office building. The 
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rincipal cause of all this monstrous increase of 
p , 


expenditure originated in this House. 


of Representatives, ia March, 1839, I attempted to 
have a clause added, limiting the cost of the build- 
ing to three hundred thousand dollars, altho igh the 


When the : 
bill to authorize its erection was before the House , 


es! mate was but two hundred aad eighty thousand ; 


dollars; but I was defeated by the votes of gentle- , 


men, (Whig members of Congress,) tho are now 


joining in the ery of extravagance against the Ad- ; 


ministration. 
men's to invure a strict accountabi'ity for the ex- 
penditure of the money, and I was again defeated 
by the votes of a large majority of those very 
Whizs who wish to make the people believe they 
are the friends of retrenchment and reform; in fact, 
I was opposed by nearly all the Whigs in the 
House, in every attempt I made to save the money 
of the people. 

Some hing was said about the Postmaster Gene- 


I again attempted to add amend- | 


ral’s agency in the erection of this building. I can as- | 


sure tae commitiee that Amos Kenda‘) has had but 
a very small share in the management of it. There 
are indeed no responsible agents acting under any 
legal authority. There is a commission composed 
of the five heads of Departments; each of whom 
may, if he chooses, give his opinion on subjects 


connected with the erection of the building, but © 


neither of them are required, by any law, to as- 
sume any responsibility which ought to attach to 
sucha plan. Ofcourse Mr. Kendall had but one 
voice out of five. 
duous, his health bad, and I have no coubt he can 
spare bat little time to examine into the details of 


a work so extehsive to the new Post Office build- , 


ing. He also feels a delicacy in attempting to use 


a controlling power over his associates, where they ; 


differ with him, on account of the building being 
for his own Depariment. If the act of Congress 
had given him the entire andsole control of the 


erection of this building, I have no doubt he would ; 


then have assumed the responsibilty. He is a 
working mag, both honest and capable, and inthe 
language of the Proverbs, “what he findeth fcr his 


His official duties are very ar- ` 


hands to do, he dveth it with all his might, whilst . 


itis yet to day, knowing that the night cometh 
when no man worketh” 

If there is any waste of the public mcney in the 
erection on the public buildings, itis the business 


of the standing committee of this House, “on the | 


expenditures of public buildings” to investigate and 
report them. The Presidentis not be blamed for 
this species of w.ste and extravagance. If it ex- 
ists, why do not those argus-eyed gentlemen find 
it out, and expose it, who tell us so often of their 


. knowledge and belief of the extravagance of the 


Administration and its agents. 

I hope the committee will, before it rises, adopt 
the amendments I have suggested; for without the 
increase proposed, the buildings, for wh'ch they are 
proposed, cannot be progressed with, nor the work- 
men paid. Ifthe House had ordered the proper 
reference of those estimates to the Committee on 


. Public Buildings and Grounds, agreesb!y to the 


rules, then would that committee have furnished 
the Committee. of Ways and Means with the pro- 
per amount inthe first place, and precluded the ne- 
cess ty of my making the motion to amend. The 
whole course of the legislation of this House is 
loose and irregular; standing committees are con- 
stituted by the rules of the House, but the business 
provided by thcse rules for the consideration of those 
committees, are scattered about to suit the caprice 


or whim of the persons making the motion for re- | 
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ference; and when matters are done wrong, the cry 
is raised by members against the Executive branch 
of the Government, to secure their own negligence 
own negligence or deretiction from duty. As an 
instance o` th’s, it will be found that the business 
prepe ly be’onging to the Committee on Public 
Buidings and Grounds is generally referred to the 
Committee fur the District of Columbia, or the 
Comraittee of Ways and Means. I hope we shall 
hear less of this everlasting cry of extravagance, 
and see some attention paid by members to con- 
sistency, by their assisting to apply the proper re- 
medy to prevent this kind of legislation, which has 
been so prevalent of late years in this House, and 
which is the real cause of a very great waste of 
public money. For my part, I cannot conceive 
how members can reconcile their conduct to their 
own consciences, or satisfy their constituents, for 
their thus dishonestly, as I say, voting for millions 
of appropriations every session of Congress, and 
then endeavoring to lay all the blame of the bur- 
dens they impose upon the people or the Presi- 
dent, wh.n the President, at the commencement of 
every session of Congress, endeavors to impress 
upon them, in the most earnest manner, the neces- 
sity of economy and retrenchment. 

[ am daily amused, Mr. Chairman, to see those 
croakers about ex'ravagance day ater day attempt- 
ing to get millions of dollars appropriated to make 
harbors at places in their own districts, where there 
is no water, and fortifications at ptaces where there 
is nothing to defend, and where no enemy wou!d 
think of going. All that matters nothing. The 
money is the object. I can tell these gentlemen the 
common people read of those matters, and reflect 
upon them more frequently than some of our shart 
sighted politicians imagine. 


SPEECH OF MR. NORVELL, 
OF MICHIGAN. 

In Senate, Tuesday, April 21st, 1840—On the third 
eading of the ya making a gran! of land to 
xa the State ofMichigan in the construction © 
a‘yanal aroun the Falls of St. Mana. s 
Mr NORVELL said, that he had heretofore 

descriged the 

dred thous 
where ia 


ill as containing a grant of one hun- 
dacres of land, to be selected any 
ichigan, to aid that State in the con- 


i struction@f a canal around the Falls of St. Maria, 


to connect, by a navigable communication, the 
waters ef Lake Supericr with thoseof Lake Hu- 
ron, and with the other northwestern laks. It 
provides that the canal sha!l ever be and remain a 
highway for the use of the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, free from any toll or charge, for the 
transportation of troops and public property, and, 
by an amendment, nv toll or charge whatever, 
except for repairs and atiendance, was to be 
imposed afier the completion of the canal. The 
lands selected would not be sold under the min`- 
mum Government price. The selection inust be 
made w.thin two years, and the canal compl: ted 
within five years. He had, moreover, no objec- 
tion to a further amendment, requiring the Sta'e to 
pledge her faith to complete the canal, or to retarn 
the grant to the United S ates. 

The report ef the civil engineer of Michigan, 
with the surveys and estimates, in relation to this 
canal, had been printed and laid on the tables of 


Senators. It was probable, however, that notwith- 


standing the call for authentic information, and the 
production of that information, the report had at- 
tracted little or no attention from the S-nators who 
had made opposition to the bill. Gentlemen de- 
termined in their objections to a measure, in- 
dulge themselves in throwing out suggestions of a 1 
sorts against it, and were seldom disposed to be 
corrected by documentary or verbal statements of 
fact The survey and-estimate ¢ intemplated the 
construction of a ship cana!. The engineer states 
that no difficulties, of a szrious nature, exist to the 
succ?ss ot the work; that the portion of the line of 
canal, where rock is indicated, will not, from Ms 
peculiar quality and position, require blasting; and 
the expense will consequently be much less than 
would otherwise be incu The whole length of 
the canal is 4,560 feet, less than a mile, about 700 
feet of which only will require excavation. 
as before remarked, 


. 
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Senate, 


eae ere 


contemplated a ship canal. Butit was desirable 
that the work should be so expanded, that the 
largest steamboats might pass from lake to lake 
upon it. This would require an increased mazni- 
tude of the locks, and a consequent increase of ex- 
pense. The fall to be overcome by the locks is 
eighteen feet, and the number of locks three. Large 
masses of granite are found immediately along the 
line of the canal, and the cost of hauling that 
heavy material entirely saved. The estimate for 
the ship canal amounted to not quite 113,000 dol- 
lars. He should suppose, however, that the esti- 
mate was not sufficiently Jarge. At the utmost, 
he was of the opinion that a steamboat canal would 
hot cost more than 250,000 dollars. The land pro- 
posed to be granted might, by judicious selection 
and disposition, he made to yield thatsum. He 
could not, however, doubt that the State would 
apply her own resources to ‘he completion of the 
work, if the grant proposed to be made in this bill 
shouid prove inadequate to the purpose. 

It had been objected to the present construction | 
of this canal, that the population in the country | 
surrounding it was sparse, and that consequently, 
the work was premature. Sir, the sparseness of 
the population constitutes a strong argument for 
the immediate construction of the canal. Taat 
would at once increase the population of the neigh- 
boring country, settle and cultivate it, and rapidly 
develope its immense resources. When that most 


p oductive and splendid of all words of the kind— 
tnat great canal which first united the magaificent 
inland seas of the Northwest with the waters of the 
Atlantic ocean—was commenced by the State of 
New York, scarcely a white man dwelt along its 
western line for nearly two hundred miles. It was 
now dotted from one end to the other with beau'i- ? 
ful farm bouses and villeges, with flourishing 
cities, and with a dense and prosperous population. 
What but the great Erie canal had caused this ra- 
pid conversion of the wilderness into cultivated i 
fields, and into the ready means of subsistence |; 
and wealth to hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple? From Fort Wayne to the Wabash, a distance 
of sixty or seventy miles, not a civilized inhabitant, 
as he had been informed by a Senator from Indi- 
ana, resided near the Erie and Wabash canal when 
its construction was begun. In the vicinity of the 
Delaware breakwater, a very sparse population 
was even al this time to be found. Sir, the objec- 
tion proceeds rather from a disposition to indulge | 
jn the flashes of wit and merriment, than from the |! 
sober and sedate views which become the states- | 
man. i 

Bat, said the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Cuay,] the other day, why should these grants be | 
made to Michigan, with a population of only two | 
or three hundred thousand, because similar grants | 
had been made to Ohio, with a population of two 
millions? Sir, that is the very reason why these 
grants should be made. Michigan was compara- | 
tively young and weak asa State, and required to | 
be strengthened. Were she as populons and rich | 
as Ohio, her own resources would enable her io 
march on without the aid of the General Govern- 
ment. It seemed, however, that the honora- 
ble Senator desired to make the rich richer, 
rather than to give his fostering aid to the compa- 
ratively poor. But when the earlier grants were 
made to Ohio, she too was weak, and needed ex- 
traneous aid. She received it trom this Govern- 
ment; and that has accelerated her growth and 
prosperity. He was glad of it, and only wished 
the same measure of liberality and justice to be 
meted out to the other new States. 

Sir, you have, in the upper peninsula of Michi- | 
gan, a public domain of fourteen or fifteen mil- 
liens of acres, which could never be successtully 
brought into market, without the construction of | 
the proposed canal around the Falis of St. Maria. 
Without that work, the country could not be set- 
tled and cultivated. It had neither military nor 
any other roads to it, or within it. The only me- 
dium of communication to it, the only channel of ; 
access to Lake Superior from the lower lakes must 
for years be this canal. You have also an ex- 
tensive public domain in the northern part 


of Wiskonsin, which that canal will ena- 
ble you the sooner to sell, settle, and cultivate. 


Open that important work and you immediately 
realize the creation and successful prosecution of a 
new and extensive commerce from Lake Saperior 
to six Statesof this Union. From the information 
which he had gathered, he believed that he was 
within bounds when he stated that the fisheries of 
Lake Superior could, as soon as the canal should 
be finished, be made to produce annually one hun- 
dred thousand barrels of fish, worth from seven 
toten dollars per barrel, and yielding altogether 
nearly one million of dollars every year. These 
fisheries were thought to be inexhaustible. The 
fish caught in the upper lakes were of the most 
deliciovs sort. They were various, but the princi- 
pal was the white fish, superior to the shad, and 
su.ceptible of being salted and cured, $0 as lo ren- 
der it far better than the salted mackerel, which 
entered so largely in‘o the consumption of the 
country. Tae white fish was so prepared and sent 
to market, in considerable quantities, from the 
lakes below Lake Superior. One fishery in the 
vicinity of Detroit had some seasons pro- 
duced two thousand barrels. In the country 
bordering on the southern shore of Lake Su- 
perior, copper ore and other minerals were 
bslieved to exist in abundance. Forests of the 
finest pine timber pervaded that country. It was 
known that the pineries in other parts of the Union 
were rapidly dimiaishing; and he had no doubt 
that, in less than a half century, the Atlantic States 
would be indebted to Upper Michigan for that 
essential material in the construction of their ships. 
But these rich sources of wealth and prosperity 
could only he made available by means of a navi- 
gab'e communication between the lower lakes and 
Lake Superior In sucha communication, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Ilinos, and 
Wiskons'n, hal as deep aa interest as Michigan. 
It was a national work in a'l its aspects and re- 
sults. It was important in a military point of view. 
The country, for hundreds of mites, was bordering 
on the B:ilish colonia! fronter. A military station 
had, for a long succession of years, been kept up 
at the Falls of St. Maria. It might, in the event of 
war, be necessary to send both a naval and milita- 
force on Lake Supcrior, both for the suppressien 
of Indian hostility, and for defence against British 
ageression. ‘The proposed canal could alone ena- 
ble us to accomplish these purposes. 
But, said the Senator from Kentucky, on what 
ground should you make this grant to Michigan? 
Why should this Government make it, when they 
had been already so liberal to that State? Sr, this 
Government have been liberal to Michigan with a 
vengeance! They have refused 'o comple the roads 
which they themselves had commenced in that 
State. They have despoiled her of a rich and fer- 
tile territory on her southern borders. They have 
received into their Treasury nearly eleven millions 
of dollars from sales of the public lands lying 
within her limits; and, sir, they have graciously 
expended not quits four hundred thousand dollars, 
a'l told, on harbors and reads wi-hin those limits! 
These have been the evidences of the liberality of 
this Government towards Michigan; and she may 
chiefly thank the honorable Senator and his friends 
for the generous amount of that liberality! But this 
canal is in the moon. or beyond the extremest 
verge of civilization. 
from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] ought to have known 
the country better. Gentlemen have, on this oc- 
casion, made a sorry exhibition of their geographi- 
cal and statistical attainments. The honorable Se- 
pater seems not to have learned that ships and 
steamboats, freigh'ed with merchandise and civi- 
lized passengers, have for years ploughed their way 
to the very foot of this canal. He seems to have 
yet to learn that a civilized sett!ement and an Ame- 
rican fort have existed there for nearly half a cen- 
tury. Itis a pity, sir, that we cannot once lia 
while peep out of our own narrow shells, and look 
abroad on that broad and magnificent fabric of na- 
ture, comprised within the boundaries of the great 
lake States. Tne genius of the enlightened patriotic 
statesman surveys every part of his country, his 
whole country, its various wants and interesis, He 
strengthens and guards the vulnerable poin's. He 
exiends the ægis of his protection where that pro- 


tection is mest wanted. The waters of the great 


Sir, the honorable Sena'or | 


lakes are under the special charge of the Federat 

Government; and the man fit to govern the country 

will neither close his eyes to their importance, nor 

will he affect to want, or in reality want, some de- 
gre: cf knowiedge, at least, of the jast claims of 
that quarter upon the constitutional care of the 

| public councils which he may be called upon to 
guide aed direct. 

But the S:nator from South Carolina [Mr. Pres- 
TƏN) bad pronounced this bill to be the revival of 
a magnificent system of internal improvement by 
the General Government. It was no such thing. 
It had been the practice of this Governmen’, al- 
most ever since the Constitution was adopted, to 
grant lands for the construction of roads and ca- 
nalsin the new States. This policy had been pur- 
sued upon the grouud that it was a necessary 
moans of bringing the public lands of the United 
States into market, of gaining access to them, 
of improving their value, {and of enriching the 
Federal Trca-ury. Grants of lands for these pur- 
| poses were no part of a system of national internal 
improvement. No money was taken from the 
| public coffers. On the contrary, grants of land to 


‘| make roads through the pubiic lands, brought 


large sums into the Treasury, which it could not 
otherwise realize. Such grants had not been consi- 
dered as an infringement of tre Constitution; be- 
cause Congress, by that instrument, have power to 
dispose of the public dumain in such manner as to 
them shall seem prop’r for the common benefit of 
the Union; and that disposition of it which briags 


money intothecommon Treasu y of the Confederacy 
is, unquestionably, constitutional. A stranger, com- 
ing into this Senate, and listening to the honorable 
Senator, would have suppcsed that the proposed 
canal was a most expensive and magnificeat work. 
Magnificent it might and would be in its results, 
but the extent of the work was extremely limited, 
and the expense too small to deserve even a pa:s- 
ing objection. 

The honorable Senator had said, that the Senate 
had been put in possession of no authentic informa- 
tion, no surveys or estimates from a responsible 
source. They were called upon to make this ap- 
propriation on jthe judgment of a single State; 
a State interested in the work, and perhaps with 
a paramount interest in the expenditure of the 
public money within her limits. Sir, the Senator 
' professed to be a peculiar supporter of Staie rights, 

and of the honor of the Sta'es. Was the language 

in which he had indulged towards a sovereign 

Sta'e of this Union, such as became the champion 

of State rights and State honor? Was no credit 

due to the legislative enactments of a State? Were 
surveys and estimates made by her civil engineers, 
under her direct authority, irresponsible, and un- 


‘i worthy to constitute a basis for the action of this 


| Government? Was it becoming in an honorable 
Senator, claiming to be the guardian of S'ate credit, 
to impute sordid motives to a State of which he 
seemed to know so little? But the Senator was op- 
posed to entangling alliances, to co-partner- 
ships, between the States and the Federal Go- 
vernment. This bill proposed no copartner- 
ship, no alliance, on the part of the State 
of Michigan, with the Federal Government. 
She simply asked for it an unqualified cession 
of public lands for a spec'fic purpose. The United 
States were to own no stocx in the canal. They 
would not be acopartner. The einal was to be a 
free and public highway tu all ine people of the 
United S'ates. Michigan desired no partnership 
wih the General Goverament. She asked and 
she expected equal and exect justice. To this ex- 
tent she went—no more. But the lands were not 
asked for in alternate sections. How was that 
possible in this case? Here was acanal not one 
mile in length. Could one hundred thou and 
acres of land be located, in alternate sections, on se 
i limited a space of ground? Besides, the land there 
had not yet been brought into market; and the bill 
propo+ed to locate where lands had been surveyed, 
put up at public auction, and were now subject to 
sale by private entry. How could such lands com- 
mand the extraordinary prices intimated by the 
honorable Senator? 
But the honorable Senator alleged, that oa this 
| side of the Senate, we had lately denounced the 
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States for their extravagant and profligate 
expenditures on internal improvements; and 
here we were about to create and carry on a new 
scheme of internal improvement within the States. 
Now, sir, ifthe denunciations alluded te by the Se- 
nator had been uttered, they certainly met with no 
response from a large majcrity of the members cn 
this side of the Senate; and it wes a little extraor- 
dinary that the honorable gentleman should treat 
the grant of one handred thousand acres of land by 
the United States to a canal within a State as a 
continuance: of State extravagance and Slate prodi- 
gelity. On the contrary, the grant would super- 
sede the neces-ity of S ate expenditure. 

The Senator, in the excess of his zeal for State 
credit, had declared that he justified the States in 
all that they had done. Well, sir, the State of 
Michigan commenced this canal in May last; and, 
bat for the improper interference of the United | 
States military ufficers at Fort Brady, the work |: 
would have gone on. Upon the principle avowed 
by the Senator, he was bound to justify what the 
State had in this case done; and the best justifica- 
tion he could extend to her would be to vote her 
the lands, which would enable her to complete || 
what she had begun. i 

He would add, that the large grant of lands to 
the Illinois canal was made without ei'her survey || 
or estimate of any sort; and the grant to the Mia- 
mi and Daytoa canal was made bzfore the route 
of the canal was designated. 

He considered all the difficulties and objec- 
tions interposed, on loose and imperfect informa- 
tion, to have been conclusively removed; and he | 
hoped that the biil would be permitted to pass 
without farther opposition. 


i 
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REMARKS OF MR. CHAPMAN, | 
; OF IOWA. ; 
In the House of Representatives, April 29, 184 

Commitee of the Whole, on the amendmest of- 

fered by him, “to supply the deficiency i 

appropriation for the year 1839, for defr 

the expenses of the Legislative Assembly o 

Territory of lowa, $14,000.” 

Mr. Caainman: I rise not to make a speech for 
kome consumption, but, if possible, to sustain the 
Proposition which I have had the honor of submit- 
ting fur the consideration of the commitiee. And 
I very much regret that the chairman of the com- 
mittee of Ways and Means has thought it neces- | 
sary to oppose this appropriation, tecause his in-. ; 
fluence here is very great, both as a gentleman and | 
as being at the head of the most important and re- | 
sponsible committee of this House. 

Generally, the Territories are looked upon in 
the light of begging the crumbs that fall from the 
rich man’s table; but I base this proposition upon 
more substantial grounds. You established the 
Territorial Government; it is a creature of ` 
your own; and, by every principle of justice, hu- | 
man and Divine, you are bound to support it. In 
the organic law of Iowa, which passed Congress 
and became a law the 12th June, 1838, may be | 
found the following clause: “And there shall also | 
be appropriated, annually, a sufficient sum, to be 
expended by the Secretary of the Territory, and upon 
an estimate to be made by the Secretary of the Trea- 
T a oe ee States, to defray the expenses of 

islative Assembly, the printing of the laws, a 
hs be printing of ws, and 

Now, sir, Congress made a pledge to appropriate 
annually a sufficient sum to defray the expenses of 
the Legislature of Iowa, Heretofore you have 
failed to make this appropriation, because you 
were not advised of the necessary amount. Now 
when the expenses have been incurred, and it is 
found there is a substantial deficiency, we are told 
by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means that the deficiency, actual and substantial 
as itis, must not be supplied, because the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury refuses to sanction it. Sir 
you have been told by the chairman of the Com. 
miitee of bes and Means, that my letter to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, enclosing a copy of the 
resolution of the Legislature of Towa, was sub- 
mitted to his committee, but that as the Treasury 
Department had failed to recommend the appro- 
Priation, the papers were returned for the opinion 


if 


: priatignS for the two Territories of $33,950. 


any other periods. 
red in the first two and only sessions yet held. 


Territory of lowa—Mr. Chapman. 


of the Secretary. What answer does the gentle- 
man say he received from the Department? Why, 
sit, “that he (the Executive) does not feel inclined to 
| go beyond the estimates furnished by the Governor.” 
| This, sir, is the answer, as read by the honorable 
. Member. Well, sir, the Committee of Ways and 
Means rejects the appropriation; and the result is, 
the chairman of the committee, with his acknow- 
_ ledged abilities, is here opposing this appropriation 
because the S.cretary of the Treasury says he can- 
not sanction it. 


Mr. Chairman, it is not because the Legislature 


of Iowa have txceeded in their expenditures the 
amount usually appropriated to defray the expen- 
; Ses of the other Territories, but because, from some 
' cause vr o her, you have appropriated a less sum 
| to defray the expenses of Iowa than Wiskonsin, | 
; with precisely the same form of Government. 


What are the relative appropriations for thase 
two Territories? I invite the attention of the 


House to facts, and challenge the gentleman to ac- | 


count satisfactorily for the difference. 

The whole amount of appropriations for Wis- 
konsin for the year 1838, was $38,725; for the 
year 1839, the sum appropriated was $41,825; and 
the estimate and amount in the bill now under con- 
sideration for 1840, is $43,535; making in the 
aggrega'e the sum of $124,075 appropriated to de- 
fray the expenses of th- Government of Wiskonsin, 
including Governor, Judges, &. Now,sir, what 
were the appropriations on Iowa for the same ob- 
jects? For the year 1838, the sum of $24,675, 
and for the year 1839, the sum of $28,950, was 
appropriated, and the estimates for the year 1840, 
being the amount now contained in this bill, the 
sum of $36,500: amounting in the whole to the 


: sum of $90,125, including the salary of Governor, 


Judges, &c. which shows a difference in the appro- 
Why 


I mention this, Mr. Chairman, 
not by way of comp'aint against the treatment 
towards the o her Territories. No, sir; far be it 
from me to complain of them. They do not re- 
ceive half as much as they deserve. Rest this 
proposition alone upon the estimatesof the Go- 
vernor, and in justice it must succeed; because, for 
the expenses of the Assembly, printing, fuel, &c. for 
the year 1839, the Governor estimated the amount 
of $20,408; for the same object in 1840 his esti- 
mate is $27,050; requiring for 1810 a larger sum 
by nearly $7,000, tban for 1839. These sums of 
course do act inclide the salary of the Governor, 
Judges, &c. We see by comparing the estimates 


| of the Governor, that the increare is at the rate 


of neari'y seven thousand dollars per annum. 


| And I ask why is itso? Is it because the necessary 
; expenditures of 1840 will be larger than 1839, or is 


it because experience has taught him that the esti- 
mates of 1839 were not sufficient? Sir, it is plain 
to every gentleman that the latter is the cause of 
the increas». ‘Tre sessions of 1838 and of 1839 
were the first two sessions of the Legislature of 
Iowa. The Government was to organize,a new 
code of laws to make, print, and publish, unle-s 
the honorable cha‘rman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means should think it proper to restrict fifty 
or sixty thousand in‘abitants, dispersed over a ter- 
ritory nearly three hundred miles in length, to the 
use of thee or four copies of the Michigan code. 
Buildings for the sitting of the Legislature must be 
secured, and various other expenses incurred, al- 
ways greater in organizing a Government, than at 
All these expenses were incur- 


To defray the expenses of 1839, the sum of 


$20,400 was appropriated upon the estimates of 
the Governor. To defray the expenses of 1840, 
the Governor’s estimates are $27,050. Now, sir, 
although the latter sum will be scarcely sufficient, 
yet I am sure the causes for expenditure in the an- 
nual session of 1840 will be less than in 1839 by at 
least $5,000. Because the code of Jaws will have 
been made, printed, and published, the Goverament 
organized and under way, and the expenses con- 
sequently much less than in former years. Then, 
sir, take the estimates of the Governor for 1840 as. 


the standard, and compare the necessary expendi- 


tures of 1839 with those of 1840, and it will at once 
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be perceived that if the sum of $27,050 is necessa- 
ry for 1840, that the expenditures of 1839 being 
necessarily greater by at least 45,000 than the 
succeding year, this appropriation is just and pro- 
per, and will not, when itis added to the sum of 
$20,400, exceeds the standard fixed by the Gover- 
nor. ‘hus, sir, meeting the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means upon his own ground, 
I think the proposed amendment to the bill should 
be ag:eed to. 


The honorable member seems to argue as though 
the sanction of the Governor is indispensable to the 
success of this propositictt, and that he cannot 
think of going beyond the sum contained in his 
estimates.. If I could be certain that it would sa- 


| tisiy him, I would show that the presumption is 


that the Governor has sanctioned thissum. The 
letter now in my hand will show that the Legisla- 
ture, at the close of ihe session, after expending the 
sum of $20,400, when alone it could be ascertain- 
ed how much money was necessary, passed a reso- 
lution requesting the sum I propose as an amend- 
ment to the bill under consideration: 
“BURLINGTON, Jan. 14, 1840. 

“DgarSir: Among the resolutions which have passed both 
branches of the Legislature, now in session, the enclosed copy 
of which is deposited in my office, I find the following: 

“Resolved by the Council and House of Representatives 
of the Territory of Iowa, That our Delegates in Congress be 
instructed to apply fur an additional appropriation of fourteen 
thousand dollars, to defray the expenses of the present Legisla- 
tive Assembly of lowa Territory. 

“Signed by the presiding officers. ' 


“Hon. W. W, CHAPMAN.” ' 


This resolution, if not returned by the Governor 
to the Legislature, in law is considered as sanction- 
ed by him, and is to be filed with the S-cretary of 
the Territory. Sir, what differencé is there be- 
tween an estimate submitted before the expenditure 
is incurred and afterwards? Thereis this difference 
in my opinion: the first is based upon mere suppo- 
sition—the latter upcn actual expenditure, and 
should, therefore, te the one to govern legislation. 
What would be the state of your public buildings. 
if the estimate, in advance of the expenditure, 
should fix the bounds of appropriations. Look to 
your estimates for public buildings, and compare 
them with subsequent legislation. Why they have 
never been sufficient. This very bill proves that 
fact beyond dispute. 

Then, sir, I have sustained this proposition, not 
only upon the ground that it requires as much to 
defray the expenses of the Iowa Legislature as that 
of Wiskonsin, but also, under the rute which the 
chairman of the Commi'tee of Ways and Means 
wishes to establish, that the estimates of the Go- 
vernor and Secretary of the Treasury should form 
the basis of the appropriation. 3 

Mr. Chairman, I propose to answer one other 
objection raised by the gentleman who opposes 
this amendmen}; that is, that instead of $20,400, as 
stated by me, he says there was the sum of 
$36,000 appropriated for 1839. It is true that 
that sum was appropriated in 1839; but if he will 
examine the act of last session, he will see that up- 
wards of $16,000 of that sum was specifically ap- 
propriated to defray the deficiency in the appropri- 
ation for 1838, which, taken from the whole sum, 
leaves, applicable to the expenses of 1839, the sum 
only of $20,400 

Sir, if the honorable gentleman will turn his at- 
tention to the letter of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, which I now send to the 
Clerk to be read, he will perceive very st-ong 
inducements to continue the support of the Terri- 
torial Government of Iowa: 


JAMES CLARK. 


Genera, Lanp Orric 
February 6, 1840. 
Fm: Ihave the henor to make the following statements in 
reply to your inquiries of the 3d inst. to wit: 
Amount paid by purchasers of publicland in Iowa, from the 
earliest period of the sales to 31st December, 472 
830, $ i 7 i : - $716,%4 a 
Quntity of public land offered for sale during the same vee 6a 
acres s - - E a d 240,468. 
Quantity now under proclamation, to be omare 
for salein March and May next, viz. at thei yd 
lington laud office = 7 053 10 
At the Du Buque land office aed 2.932,756.76 . 


Quantity remaining to ba proclaimed for sale, 1.497 312.50 
And that the period of bringing this last named quantity into 


352 


26TH Cone»... IST SESS. 


market, will depend upon the action of Congress in regard to |; The teriitory they retan, tao, had become too 


the minera! lands of the United States. 
With great respect, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Jas. WHITCOMB, 
Commissivner. 
The Hon. W. W. CHAPMAN, 
House of Representatives. 

Itis from that country you are receiving large 
sums of money—an amount calculated, in che pru- 
sect sta‘e of the Treasury, to do much good. I 
have before me a table, which shows the number 
of acres of land proclaimed for sale in this year. 
Amount offered in March, 1940 595,000 acres. 


Money received atthe sales in March, 1340, as statedin the ©" 


newspapers, $476,000. 
Number of acres proclaimed for 1310, 1,337,000. 
Amount received atsales, exclusive of private entry $1,192,314 


Probable amount to be received thigyear + + 500,000 
The amount which will probably be received from 
the sale of mineral lands, if the bill now before 
the House fur the sale of those lands should pass - 400,000 
Probable amount which will have been received for 
sale of landsat private entry, by December, 1840 - 400,009 
Making in the whole + $2,492,541 


I inquire of every gentieman whether it is just to 
establish this Territory, and then refuse to support 
it, especially when you have derived so much reve- 
nue from the sale of lands within its limits. Well, 
sir, debts have been incurred; and if you refuse to 
pay them, the people must necessari'y be taxed to 
raise the money. With what countenance can I 
meet my constituents, if this propo-itioa is reject-d? 
And in such event, what must be the feelings of the 
peop'e towards the General Government? If you 
intend to cast us off, say so at once, and we will 
cut loose from you. 

Mr. Chairman, to whom are these debts owing? 
Not to the members of the Legislature, against 


whom an nnjust prejudice has been excited here. ; 


No, sir—laboring men, merchants, and mechanics. 
The church ts your creditor, and you refuse pay- 
ment, not because you are unable, but because you 
are unwilling, to pry. The building of the Me- 
thodist church was fnivhed under very embarrass- 
ing circumstances, to accom nodate the Legislature 
with a place to hold its sessions. Their schools 
were turned out of doors, and members of the 
‘church put to great expense for your convenience; 
and yet this proposition is opposed. Sir, I pat it 
to the chairman of the Commitee of Ways and 
Means, a high minded and honorable geneman, 
as I know him to be, wkeiher he could reconcile it 
to his feelings to have the benefit of the lahor aud 
property of hard working men, and efu: a just 
compensation, Some of there debts are due to 
print-rs, for printiag and pablisnicg the laws One 
of them is a Democrat, and the other a Whig. 
Tnerefore, so far as political considerations can 
have any bearing, I shall expect the support of 
buth parties. 


ee eee ete EE 

REMARKS OF MR. WHIGHT, 
OF NEW YORK, 

In Executive sessions of the Senate, vpon the sve- 
ral days when the treaty with the Rew York In- 
dians was wider con.ideration, coynmencyig on 
the 18:h and ending on the 25:h day of March, 
1840. i 
Mr. WRIGHT said he must preg dé the direct 

discussion of the treaty by a few preliminary re- 
marks, ca'culated to show the giouads upon waich 
he acted, and the cons:derations which had govern- 
ed him, in the exammazion of the compiicated case 
presented in the took of printed documents which 
had been laid betore the Senate. 

And his firs: remark of this character was. that, 
if he knew himself, his principal mo 1v2, tn urging 
the final consummation of tins treaty upon the Se- 
nate, was his deep conviction of the ceueli's,rr sent 
and future, which would be conferred upoa the 
sinking bands of Indians, who were parties to it, 
fiom its final confirmation. He was well aware 
that, in making this declaration, he was subj ctir g 
himself to dvublesaspicion. These Indians we.e 
within his own State, acd it would be assumed that 
the whites were anxious for their final removal out 
of their way. Notso in fact, to an extent which 
would warrant a removal in any degree unjust. 
The bands had become tvo sma!], too much worn 
away by thatcontact with the whites, which 1s de- 
straction to the Indian, to leave any fear from their 
remaining, upon the minds of their white neighbors. 


i 


| small to excite an extensive cupidity for its posses- 
1 gion, or any strong hope of profit from its purchase 
by the white man. Then the treaty contained no 
provision fer the forcible removal of any of these 
Ind:ans, and therefore considerations of this cha- 
racter could have but a qualified influence in the 
' matter. 

_ The real truth was, and he owed it to his consti- 
tuents to state it, that a just and rational sympathy 
for this perishing remnant of a once m ghty savage 
Confederacy prevailed much more stongly in fa- 
vor of the treaty than any motives of individual or 
associated interest, True it was that a!l the bands 
were in the midst of a dense population, ant that 
one portion of one of them was upon the border of 
a larg- and growing city, imbibing its vices with 
, the readiness with which the dry earih absorbs the 
| rain which falls upon it; and yet all that dense po- 
| pulation, even that incommeded city, would be 
"the last to urge a removal of these Ind:ans against 
their interes's, and the firstio censure him, if he 
should urge the proclamation of a treaty for that 
purpose, which was not palpably beneficial to the 
suffering red men 

He was liable to suspicion, t'o, as favoring the 
interests of the company, who held the pre-emptive 
right to the lanes of the Seneca band of these In- 
dians, when they shall surrender the possession. 
le believed the members of this company were 
mostly, and perhaps entirely, residen's cf his State; 
and hence it might be be'ieved that his acton was 
influenced by treir persuasion, or influence, or in- 
terest. It would become his duty, in the course of 
the discussion, to speak more particularly of this 
company and of their rights; but it was enough 
now to say, that but one single member ot it, to 
his knowledge, had ever mentioned the subject of 
this treaty to him: that this was a call within the 
last two or three days, and since his opinions had 
been formed, his course marked cut, ant his pre- 
parations made fer this discassion: that the indivi- 
dnai was Thomas L. Ogden, esq. of the city of 
New York, a genileman ef the legal profession, of 
alvanced age, and great eminence, and whose 
cali was made upon him as a known friend of the 
treaty, and not to pr rsuace him to become so, 

If, then, he should hereafier be able to show that 
the treaty was beneficial to the Ind:aus, he hoped 
he should be c'edited in the dec’aration that his 
anxiety fur ils final confirmation was pre licated 
upon their interests, rather than upon the interested 
wishes of his constituents, or the selfish desires of 
the pre-emption c ‘mpany. 

His next preliminary remark was, that, in dis- 
cussing the meri!s of this treaty, he should pass 
en‘irely over that mass of evidence which had 
been collected against it by those mistaken philan- 
| thropists—mistaken in his jadgment—who opposed 
i its confirmation upon the ground that they were, at 
some fu'ure day, to civilize these Indians i» their 
present locators. To ‘he purity if ihe motives of 
these en‘husiasts he yielded the fullest belie but 
| in the reality of their ropes he had long sirce lost 
i all confidence. The idea of civ lzing the Indians 


; hope to him; but pract'ca! observation and expe- 
! rience had compelled him to abandon the delusion. 
; Many worthy and good men yet retained their con- 
i fidence in ‘the practicability of the undertaking; 
but he coald only say to them that, when he should 
' see the d:er of the forest the domestic animal of 
the farm, and the partridge of the woods the fami- 
War fowl of the barn yard, then, and not till then, 
should he again hope for the practical civilization 
: of the Indian. 

| A farther remark was, that he should enter upon 
, the discussion with a full and perfect uaderstand 
: ing, assented to upon all sides of the Senate, that 
the character and sian ling and credit of the cem- 


- the Unied Svates, remained unimpeached and un- 
| impeachable, and that bis statements cf fact were 
; to be implicitly relied npon in all matters touch ng 
the execution of the treaty by the Indians. 

(To this position the honorable chairman of the 
committee and all the dissensing members as- 
sented.] 

Anoiher rule for the discvssion on his part would 


| of our continent had once teen a rich source of | 


missioner who negotiated the treaty on the part of | 
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be, that the commissioner on the part of the State 
ot Massachusetts, General H. A. S. Dearborn 
was present at all the transactions, the validity of 
which are now in d spute, and is a respectab‘e, cre- 
dible, and disintere-tcd witness to every fact to 
which he gives testimony. 

With these pre‘iminary remarks, he would pro- 
ceed to the discussion of the treaty, and the facts 
upon which it rested. 

A qnestion had been raised, as to the right of the 
New York Indians to the:r “ Green Bay lands,” so 
called; but inasmuch as the history of that matter 
had been fully gone into by the honorable chair- 
man of the committee, [Mr. Szvier,] and by his 
honorable friend from Georgia, [Mr. Lumpain,] 
he would not consume time with it here. The 
treaty between the United States and the Menomn- 
nee tribe of Indians, of the 8th of February, 1831, 
by which the latter ceded to the United Sat s, for 
the benefit of, and “as a home to, the several tribes 
of New York Indians,” five hundred th usand acres 
of land in the now Wiskonsin Territory, and the 
former paid in money, for that cession, the sum of 
twenty thousand dollars, was sufficient for his pur- 
pose. It established the right of the New York In- 
dians to that land, independently of any action 
of their own; though certain of the bands, the Sene- 
cas not included, had, long previously, purchased 
of the Menomonees, for the benefii of the Six Na- 
tions, a much larger tract of country, and had paid 
some twelve thousand dollars in cash as purchase 
money therefor. Yet disputes arose between them 
and the Menomonees, asto the authority of the per- 
sons with whom they contracted, either to sell the 
lands, or receive the pay therefor; and, the pro- 
ceeding having taken place in pursuance of a con- 


' sent previously obtained from the President of the 


United States, [Mr. Monroe,] by the New York 
Indians, the teaty of 1831 was negotiated by the 
United States as a compromise between the fix 
Nations of New York and the Menomonee tribe. 
Hence the estate of the New York Indians in their 
Green Bay lands. 

He was aware tha’ the o‘iginal cession from the 
Menomonees required that the New York Indians 
should remove to the lands, and res de thereon as 
their home, within three years trom th? date of the 
treaty; but the cession to the United States was 
positive avd perfec’; the condition of forfeiture, a 


. forfeiture to the United S:a'es, ani not to ‘he Meno- 


mone>s; and hence the whole title was in the United 
Sia‘es and the New York Indians. This being the 
fac’, the United States had, since the treaty of cession 
f-om the Menomonees, and before the expiration of 
the three years, entered into a further treaty with 
the New York Indians, by which they were yeleas- 
ed from the condition of removal to the lands with- 
in three years, and the time of ‘their removal was to 
be fixed by the President. That time has never 
been fixed, and therefore their right remains pre- 
cisely what it was after the execution of the treaty 
of 1831, with the Menomonees. 

It ix now said that this might depends upon the 
mere indulgence of the President, and that the 
known determination of these Indians not to re: 
move to Green Bay, places it in his power to termi- 
nate the right at pleasure, by fixing a day for thei 
removal to these lands. The soundness of this po 
s tion, in technical law, is freely admitted, and does 
any body fear a sacrifice of the interes's of the New 
York Indians from the admission? Had such been 
the policy of this Government as to Indian claims 
and Indian title? If physical power and technical 
law were the rules by which these people were to 
be dealt wiih, they had no rights. We had never 
recognised in them any other estate in lands than 
that of simple occupancy, a mere posses OF7 title; 
and if we were to canvass that right by the rules 
of the courte, the Ind'an might as well abandon his 
clain. His cecupancy would be too I:mited, of 
to» questicnable, to give him a resting place, an 
might would make nght on the side of te whites, 
when such rules came to govern tle questions. 
Such, however, was not, aad was not to be, our 
Indian policy; and no technical action of the Presi- 
dent was to forfeit the right of these Indiaus to their 
Geen Bay lands. The treaty, therefore. upon this 
point, required no more support than wa: given t0 
it by former compacts of the same charac'er. 
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What then was this treaty, in its es:ental provi- 
sions, so far as the rights of the United States and 
of these Indians were concerned? The entire in- 
strument was too long to trouble the Senate with, 
while a very short statement would give the points 
upon which the discussion must rest. 

Article 1 cedes to the United States the lands of 
the New York Indians, at Green Bay, not other- 
wise disposed of, computed at 435,000 acres. 

Article 2 secures to these Indians a country in 
the Indian territory, west of the Mississippi, equal 
to 320 acres of land for each soul, the whole com- 
pated at 1,824,000 acres. l 

Artiele 15 stipulates to pay to the Indians from 
the Treasury of the United States $400,000, “to aid 
them in removing to their new homes, and support- 
ing themselves the first year after their removal; to 
encourage and assist them in education, and being 
taught to cultivate their Jands; in erecting mills and 
other necessary houses; in purchasing domestic ani- 
mals and farming utensils, and acquiring a know- 
ledge of mechanic arts.” 

These were the principal provisions of the trea- 
ty, in a property sense, as affecting the pecaniary 
interests of the Government or the Indians. Sume 
other articlss there were stipulating for the pay- 
ment of small sums to some of the smaller bands, 
bat the amount, in no single case, exceeds $5,000, 
and the aggregate amount is but about $20,000. 

As connecled with this branch of the subject, 
however, are two separate treaties: the one be- 
tween the Seneca band of Indians, the pre-emp- 
tion company, and the State of Massachusetts, and 
the other between the Tuscarora band and the 
same parties. The first conveys to the pre-emp- 

_tion company all the remaining lands of the Sene- 
cas within the State of New York, consisting of 
four reservations, as follows: 

The Baffalo Ceeek reservation, con- 


taining © - -  - = 49,920 acres 
The Cattaraugus reservation, ~- 21,680 “ 
The Alregany reservation, - 30,469 “ 
The Tonawonda reservation, - 12,800 “ 


ee 


In all, - - - 114,869 “ 


As the consideration. money for the purchase, 
the pre-emption company stipulate to pay to the 
Seneca Indians the sum of two hundrel and 
two thousand dollars in money, andthe tenth 
article of the treaty with the United States, now 
under consideration, stipulates that the United 
States will receive, hold, and invest for these In- 
dians, one hundred thousand dollars of this money, 
and will pay them the annual interest thereon for 
ever; and that the improvements upon the re 
servations, being the property of individual In- 
dians, shali be appraised, and the one hundred 
and two thousand dollars be paid to the own- 
ers thereof in just proportions. 

The treaty with the Tuscarora band cedes to 
the pre-emption company their small reservation 
of 1,920 acres, called “the Tuscorora reservation,” 
or “Seneca grant,” for which the pre-emption 
company stipulate to pay the sum of nine thou- 
sand six hundred dollars in money. 

. The title of the respective bands to the lands 
last mentioned, was the ordinary Indian title of 
“possession and occapaney; the company, ax will 
-heteafter appear, having long since purchased the 
pre-emption right from the State of Massachusetts. 

By the fourteenth article of the treaty with the 
United States, the Tuscarora band cede to the Uni- 
led States 5000 acres of land which they own in 

-fee, situate in Niagara county, in the Siate of New 

York, to be held for them ia trust, and to be sold 
at the value as appraised and the money to be paid 

to them, so far as the value of the improvements 
-are concerne l, and invested for their benefit, and 

the-anaual interest thereon paid to them forever, so 

far as the value of the soil, separate from the im- 

provements, shall be realized, the expenses of sur- 

vey, appraisement, and sale, being first deducted. 
This was a coneise view of the pecuniary stipu- 
latiens of the three treati: s, and upon them the dis- 

-costion had hitherto rested, and must rest, as he had 

heard of no complaints from any quarter, es to the 

other stipulations with any portion of these In- 

-dians. 

It would now be proper to examine the condi- 
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tion of the question before the Senate, in order that 
a clear understanding of the case presented may be 
had. What, then, is the real question before the 
body, and how has it come here? 

We find the first printed paper, in the large file 
upon our tables, to be a message from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting this treaty 
to the Senate, with the volume of papers which ac- 
company it, and expressing his clear convictions 
upon the following points: 

1. That the removal of these Indians is essential 
to their presperity and welfare, and even to their 
preservation as a people. 

2. That the true interests of the sections of coun- 


try where they are, require that they should be re- | 


moved. 
3. That the terms of the treaty are liberal to- 
wards'the Indians in every respect. 
Yet it is not proclaimed by the President, but 
returned to the Senate for a further expression on 
its part; and what expression is saught? Whether, 


in its judgment, this liberal treaty has been as- | 


sented to by the Indians, in conformity w:th the 
tule established by the Senate for giving that as- 
sent. This is the single point presented, and upon 
which an expression of the Senate is desired. 


How have doubts arisen upon this point? Cer- ; 


tainly from the peculiar action of the Senate upon 
the treaty at some former stage of that action, or 
from the peculiarity of the assent whieh the ln- 
dians have, in fact, given, or from both. An ex- 
amination of the history of the treaty will show 
where rest the difficulties. 

The original treaty, which forms the basis of 
this discussion, was concluded between the New 
York Indians and the United States, on the 15th 
day of January, 1838. About the due execution 
of that treaty by the Indians, there has nat been, 
and is not, any question. Tt was presented to all 
the bands, convened in a common council, and 
was assented to by all, to the satisfaction of the 
Senate. 

That treaty, thus made on tne part of these 
bands, was ‘subsequently, and during the annual 
session of the Senate of 1837-38, transmitted to this 
body for its ratification, by the President of the 
United States, in the usual form of transacting such 
business. It was referred to the proper committee 
of the Senate for examination and advisement. 
The committee found many of its provisions ob- 
jectionable to them, from being too vague, and pre- 
senting too uncertain a re-ponsibility on the part 
of thisGovernment. Tine removal of the Indians, 
their subsistence for one year, the erection of 
mills, school houses, blacksmith sheps, churches, 
and many other expenditures,were stipulated, with- 
out any amountstated as the maximum of expen- 
diture to which the Treasury of the United States 
might be subjected. The committee as he under- 
stood at the time, and now believes, referred these 
matters of ordinary expenditure to the head of the 
Indian Burean, for an estimate of the amount of 
"money required to meet them, and framed their 
15th anicle of the amend-d treaty, upon the eii- 
mate returned from that officer; thus giving, for the 


objects enumerated in that articie, the full amount | 


of that estimate, but limiting the amount which 
could be called for, to the $400,000 therein stipu- 
lated to be paid, 
mated. : n . 

‘There were otherarticles in the original treaty, 
stipulating for the payment of gratuities to indivi- 
dual Indians by name, providing funds for a uni- 
ver-ity, an the like, which. the committee wholly 
rejected, without proposiug any equivalent. 

Thus an amended treaty was formed by the 
committee on Indian affairs of the Senate, , and re- 
ported to the body for its acceptance, which met 
with its unanimous concarrence. It was ratified 
on the 11ih ef June, 1338, and returned to the In- 
dians for their assent, wih a special resolution, 
which has laid the foundation forthe present con- 
trover:y. : i 

_It was proper here to remark tha' the resolutions 
of the: Senate of the 11th of Jane, 1838, were a 
complete ratification of the amended treaty on its 
part; that the instrament, in all its parts, was thus 
made per‘ect, so far as the constitutional action 
of this body, in the formation of a treaty, was con- 


that beiang the amount esti- 


cerned, and that the only thing Which remained to 
bz done was, the giving of the requisite assent, by 
the several bands of Indians, according to the reso- 
lutions for that purpose which the Senate adopted. 
That resolution was made part of the proceed- 
ings of ratification on the part of the Senate, was, 
Upon iis face, to be adopted by a vote of two- 
thirds of the Senators present; and was, therefore, 
if met by the Indians with the assent required, the 
final close of our action on the subject of the treaty 
in our Executive character. The resolution was 
in.the following words: 


“Provided always, and be it further resolved, (two-thirds 
of the Senate present concurring,) That the treaty shall have 
no force or effect whatever, as it relates to any of said tribes, 
nations, or bands of New York Indians, nor shall it be under- 
stood that the Senate have assented to any of the contracts con- 
nected with it, until the same, with the amendments herein pro 
posed, is submitted, and fully and fairly explained, by a com- 
miasioner of the United States, to each of said tribes or bands, 
separately assembled in council, and they have given their free 
and voluntary assent thereto; and if one or more of said tribes 
or bands, when censulted as aforesaid, shall freely assent to 
said treaty as amended, and to their contract eonnected there 
with, it shall be binding and obligatory upon those so assenting, 
although other or others of said bands or tribes may not give 
their assent, and thereby cease to be parties thereto: Provided, 
further; That if any portion or part of said Indians do not emi- 
grate, the President shall retain a proper proportion ofsaid sum 
of four hundred thousand dollars, and shall also deduct, from the 
quantity of land allowed west ef the Mississippi, such number 
of acres as will leave to each emigrant three hundred and twenty 
acres only.” 

With its fell ratification, and this conditional re- 
solution, the Senate returned the treaty to the Pre- 
s dent as amended, for him, as the Executive of the 
nation, to carry its orders into effect, but most 
clearly without any thing further on its part to be 
done, to make the whole a valid and operative 
treaty. . 

The President, during the vacation of Congress, 
caused th> treaty, as amended by the Senate, to be 
again submitted to the Indians for their assents, 
according to the resolation of the Senate above 
given. 

On the 2lst of January, 1839, the President, by a 
message, returned the amended treaty to the Se- 
nate. For what? For ratification again by this 
body? No; but for this body to say whether the 
assents given by the various bands of Indians, was 
in conformity with our resolution of the Ilth of 
June, 1838, and was sufficient to authorize him to 
proclaim the treaty. As to all the bands, except 
the Senecas, the President expresses the opinion, in 
his then message, that the assents had been “en- 
tirely satisfactory.” As to the assent of the Sene- 
cas he seems not to have been satisfied, and for that 
reascn to have returned the treaty and papers to 
the Senaie. Bee pene aaah Ot 

The whole matter was then again referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs of this body, and un- 
derwent before them a laborious investigation, in- 
cluding the examination of numerous witnesses. 
The result was an inability, on the part of the com- 
mittee, then consisting of four members, to come to 
any conclusion, or to. recommend any specific 
course of action to the Senate. 

Under these circumstances, the subject first came 
up for the consideration and action of the body, on 
Saturday, the 2d day of March, 1839; at that time, 
universally supposed to be the last legislative day 
of the session. lt was immediately apparent, as 
all who were then here will recollect, that no de- 
cisive action could take place, without protracted 
debate, as the documents were voluminous, the 
statements complicated: and contradictory, and the 
‘opinions of Senators, as well as of the different 
members of the committee, strongly conflicting. 

The public appropriation bills, also, with a 
large share of the other legislation of the session, 
remained in aa unfinished state, and it was impos- 
sible for the Senate to devole its time to a subject 
of this ch¥racter, at that period of a short session. 

To pass the subject over, therefore, and not per- 
mit the treaty, and the whole negotiation, to drop, 
for want of consideration and action, tbe Senate 
passed its resolution of the 2d of March, ed 
That reselution was offered by a a ipea a 
league, a friend to the treaty, and after a Very _'H- 
tle conversaiion and some slight rena ERT 
tions, suggested. by others and promptly A accep 
by the mover, was adopted, as aye TAPS 
sion was, by two-thirds of the ators prescsnt, 


t was in the fol’owing words; 
I 
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“Resolved, That whenever the President of the United 
States shali be satisfied that the assent of the Seneca tribe of 
Indians has been given to the amended treaty of June llth, 
1832, with the New York Indians, according to the true intent 
and meaning of the resolution of the Senate of the Llth of June, 
1838, he Senate recominend that the President make procla- 
mation of said treaty, and carry the same into effect.” 

With this resolution the treaty was remanded to 
the President for the turther action of the Execu- 
tive Department. In as much as the President had 
returned the amended treaty to the Senate for an 
expression of i:s opinion as to the sufficiency of 
the assent of the Seneca band, and as the resolu- 
tion above given did not express an affirmative 
opinion upon that point, that officer very naturally 
supposed that further efforts on his part to obtain 
the assent of this band were contemplated. Dnr- 
jng the vacation of 1839, therefore, he sent the Se- 
cretary of War, in person, to hold a council with 
this band, and again lay the amended t.eaty before 
their chiefs in council, for their more formal 
assents. 

Thecouncil was he'd on the 13th and 14th days 
of August, 1839, and “ialks” were interchanged 


between the Secretary, the agent of the New York | 


Indians, and the chiefs and principal men, not of : 
the S-neca band merely, but of several of the other 


bands. ‘These “talks,” on the part of the Indians, 
were principally strong recriminations between 
the friends and the opponents ef the treaty, and re- 


sulted in nothing decisive, either ine faver of, or | 
against the measure,as applicable to the Seneca i 
band, or to any other portionof the New York Ia- | 


dians. A fall reportof the proceedings of this 
council is found with the printed documents before 
the Sena'e; and isal! the evidence of any efforts 
on the part of the Exeeutive to obtain the farther 
assent of any portion of the Indians to the treaty, 
after the passage of the resolution of the Senate of 
the 2d March, 1839. 

. Under this state of facts, the amended treaty, 
with a mass of documents in favor of and against 
it, was returned to the Senate by the President, 
during our present session, accompanied by his 
messoge of the 15th of January, before refer- 
red to. 

Ailthe papers have been again referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs of this body, and, af- 
ter full consideration, the committee ananimously 
report that the s'aie of facts have not been changed, 
so far as the action of the Senate is concerned, 
since the treaty was last submitted 'o us; that the 
quertion now is, as it was in 1839, when the 
amended treaty was before the Senate, upon the 
submission of the President, with his message of 
the 21st of January of that year, have the Seneca 
band of Indians given their assent to this amended 
treaty, in conformity with the spirit and intent of 
the Senate’s resuiution of ratification of the 11th of 
June, 1838? 

This is the simple question for the Senate to de- 
cide, and this long history shows in what man- 
ner, and under what circumstances, it has come 
before us. 

Before proceeding to discuss this question, jus- 
tice to the President requires a few words in expla- 
nation of his course. It has been already more 
than intimated that his reference of this question 
to the Senate is improper; that the point was one 
for him to decide, as his action alone is called for 
to render the treaty perfect and operative. Differ- 
ing with the President, as he did, in reference to 
the sufficiency of the assent of the Senecas, within 
the fair intent and meaning of the resolution of the 
Senate of the Lith of Jane, 1838, yet his convic- 
tions were clear that that officer had dischared his 
duty most properly, in again referring the question 
of doubt to the decision of the Senate. Where was 
the doubt, and how had it arisen? Oat of the acts 
of the Indians, by way of assent or distent? No. 
But out of what should be considered the true con- 
struction of the resolution of the Senate, under 
which that assent was to he made. The President 
tells us he thinks we intended that the chiefs should 
assent “in council,” and he says, “no advance to- 
wards oblaining the assent of the Seneca tribe to the 

amended treaty, IN COUNCIL, was made, nor can the 
assent of a majority of them, in council, be now ob- 
tained.” Tms language refers expressly to the 
efforts mace by the President, through the Secreta- 


ty of War, after the passage of the resolution 
of the Senate of the 2d of March, 1839; and, 
while it shows the construction which he was 
inclined to put upon the resolution of rati- 
fication of the 11th of June, 1838, proves, also, that 
he supposed the resolution of the 2d of March, 1839, 
contemplated further measures on his part to ob- 
tain the assent of this band. Stil he was not con- 
fident, as his message abundantly shows, that his 
construction of the resolution of ratification was 
that which the S>nate intended; and hence his refer- 
ence again of the whole matter to this body, that 
we might put our own construction upon our own 
act. A different course on his part wou'd necessa- 
rily have been a final rejection of the treaty, inas- 
much as tMere is no pretence that a majority ef the 
Seneca chiefs assented “in council.” So long as 
there was doubt, therefore, it was his imperative 
duty to make the reference he has made, and to 
leave it to this body to say what it intended, and 
whether, from all the facts in the case, which 
he has most properly laid before us, the spirit 
and intent of our resolution has been complied 
with. 

This brought him to the real question presented 
for discussion; and tedious as he had been com- 
pelled to be in his manner of reaching it, he hoped 
he had succeeded in so far clearing the ground as 
to render the position in which he now stood per- 
fectly perceptible. Had, then, the New York In- 
dians, and especially the Seneca band, given their 
assent to the amended treaty, according to the spirit 
and intent of the resolutions of the Senate of the 
llth of June, 1833, by which the Senate ratified 
that treaty on its part and tendered it to these In- 
dians for their assent? This was the question. If 
they had, the matter was at an end. The contract 
had rece:ved the sanction of both the contracting 
parties, and it was in the power of neither to annul 
it without the assent of the other. If they had not, 
it was no treaty as to the bands not assenting, and 
nothing which the Senate could do would make it 
valid as to them. The question was one of fact. 
The evidence was all before us, and we were the 
jury by which that fact was to be found, and the 
consequence, whatever should be our verdict, 
would necessarily follow. 

What, then, was the fact? The resolution of the 
Senate contained two prerequisites to the consum- 
mation of the treaty by the Indians: 

1. That it, with the amendments of the Senate, 
should be submitted and fully and fairly ex- 
plained, by a commissioner of the Uni ed States, 
toeach of said tribes or bands, separately assem- 
bled in council. 

2. That each of the said tribes or bands shall 
have given their free and voluntary assent to the 
treaty as amended. 

It is admitted on all hands that the first of these 
prerequisites has been fully and fairly and honestly 
complied with; that the commissioner of the United 
S'ates has submitted the amended treaty to each of 
the tribes or bands, separately assembled in coun- 
cil, and has there fully and fairly explained the 
same to them, according to the terms and spirit 
and intent of our resolution. Here, therefore, he 
felt at liberty to dismiss that branch of the discus- 
sion. 


It only remains to determine whether the In- 
dians have given their free and voluntary assent to 
the amended treaty. 


Here, again, the ground is narrowed down to 
the Seneca band, as all admit—the President, in 
his message of 1839, and the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, in their reports at the last and present ses- 
sions of the Senate—that the assent of all the 
other bands has been satisfactorily given. 

The majority of the committee now report that 
the Sneca band have not so assented, and their ho- 
norable chairman has made a most able and forci- 
ble argument to sustain that report. He did not 
flatter himself that he could so well deserve the 
attention of the Senate, or that he could discuss 
the question so clearly and forcibly, as he could not 
pretend to have made himself so thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the volume of documents to be exa- 
mined. Yet he would try to maintain the opposite 
side of the argument, and to trespass as lightly as 
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Senate, 


| possible upon the patience acd attention which 
| might be extended towards him. 

To establish the number of chiefs of the Seneca 
nation entitled to be consulted, and authorized to 
act, in making treaties, was first necessary. It 
would appear singular to those who had not exa- 
mined these papers, that this should be a question 
of dispute even among, not the Indians simply, but 
among their admitted chief»; and nothing conld 
more torcibly demonstrate the perishing state of 
these unfortunate remnants of the Indian race of 
the North than this single fact. They have lost 
the number, and are igncrant of the persons, of 
those who are entitled to exerciss the supreme 
power of their nation. Yet he felt authorized to 
assume that the real number of chiefs, or in any 
event the highest number which the papers would 
autholize us to assume,was eighty-one. This was the 
number assumed hy the President, by the head of 
the Indian burean, by the committee, and by the 
honorable chairman in his argument; and this was 
the number he should assume as the proper one to 
test the execut‘on of the treaty. 

lt was assumed that the assent of a majority of 
the chiefs was requisite to constitute a valid execu- 
tion of the treaty on the part of the nation, and of 
course hat the signatures of forty-one of the eighty- 
one chiefs was the least number which could con- 
stitute an assent. Without admitting that the ac- 
tion of a majority of all these eighty-one chiefs was 
requisite to the formation of a valid treaty, or even 
that it was necessary or proper, to call for the ac- 
tion of a majority of all the chiefs of all grades 
for such a purpose, he saould argue the question 
upon the hypothesis that the concurrence of a ma- 
jority of the whole was necessary in ihis case; and 
he should do so, because he felt entire confidence 
that even under that rule the Senate would be abie 
to decide that the assent of the Seneca band to the 
amended treaty had been obtained. 

To those, however, who, with the honorable 
| chairman, had made up their minds that the signa- 
tures of this majority of the chiefs must have been 
given “in council,” and that any assent of a chief 
given elsewhere, however freely and fairly, is to 
be treated as a nullity, he had no argument to 
make. ‘There was no pretence that a majority of 
the chiefs signed the ar.ended treaty ‘‘in council;” 
and if that was to be held as a prerequisite to a va- 
lid execution, the assent of the Senecas had not 
b.en obtained. He did not so read, or so consirae 
the resolution of the Senate of the llth of June, 
1838. He had before divided the resolution ac- 
cording to h's understanding of its meaning. The 
amended treaty was to be “submitted, and fully and 
fairly explained, by a commissioner of the United 
States, to each of said tribes or bands, separately 
assembled in council.” This, it is admitted on all 
hands, was done with all the bands, and as well 
with the Senecas as the others. Then each tribe 
or band was to give “their free and voluntary as- 
sent thereto,” to render the amended treaty valid 
as to it. 

Has the Seneca band performed this condition 
_onits part? Have this tribe, through a majority 
| of their chiefs, acting in or out of council, “given 
their free and voluntary assent” to the amended 
treaty? 

He was happy to observe, from the argument of 
the honorable chairman, that there would be no 
: substantial difference between them as to the facts 
~ connected with the assents of the Seneca chiefs, in 

the manver in which those assents had been given, 
and that the differences were as to the conclusions 
to be drawn from admitted facts, and as to the fair- 
ness, good faith, and validity of the conceded acts 
of the chiefs. 
. his would enable him to state the facts very 
concisely, and relieve him from the labor of read- 
' ing tedious extracts from the reports of the com- 
missioner, and the other papers. 
It is, then, conceded that sixteen of the chiefs 
' signed the amended treaty “in council.” 
The commissioner states that subsequently th r- 
teen other chiefs affixed their signatures at his 


| room, in the presense of General H. A. S. Dear- 


born, the agent appointed by the State of Massa- 
chusetts to attend the negotiations with the S:neca 
| and Tuscarcra Indians, four of which thirteen sig- 
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natures were affixed by attorneys of the chiefs duly 
appointed and empowered to perform the act, and 
the remaining nine by the chiefs in person. The 
commissioner adds that the signatures of two other 
chiefs, who were too unwell to attend ia council, 
were taken at the rooms of the chiefs, also in the | 
nce of the Massachusetts agent; that all the 
fifteen chiefs who thus signed out of council, were 
persons who well understood the subject, and that 
all the signatures “were freely and volantarily 


well known as chiefs friendly to emigration—were 


sons who signed the original treaty—that three | 
of the powers of attorney were properly acknow- |. 


ledged before a judge of the county, and the fourth | 
executed in his own presence, before the amended | 
treaty was submitted for signatures in council; and 
that he had no doubt that all the powers were fairly 
obtained. — >- . 


Here is shown the assentof thirty one of the | 
eighty-one chiefs; given, sixteen in, and fifteen out | 


of council; and these were all the signatures ob- 
tained by the commissioner from chiets of the Se- 
necas during his first visit to obtain the assent of 
the several bands to the amended treaty. - 


SN 3 : i 
The commiss oner states, in his 1eport to the | 


head of the Indian Bureau, that he directed the 


local Indian agent to keep as accurate an account | 


as was po'sible of the number of ch efs attending 


in conncil from day to day, and also of the-entire | 


‘number of chiefs which appeared in conacil at any 
time during the negotiations, inasmuch as chiefs 
and warriors attended in council together, and sat 
together, as did also individuals of the other bands, 


Seneca chiefs, any farther than the prosecution of 
his duties made them known to him—that the 


would have made that a valid and satisfactory as- 
sent “in council.” Was there, then, any thing 
very absurd or censurab'e in the inguiry of the 
commissioner, whether that same assent, given 


' partly in council, and partly out of it, was satis- 


factory? and if not, whether the assent of a majo- 
rity of all the chiefs who at any time appeared in 


: the council would be sufficient? He thought not. 


Upon the facts here presented, the Commissioner 


| of Indian Affairs made his report to the Secretary 
given;” that the four who signed by attorney were ` 


of War, under date of the 29th or October, 1838, 


` strongly ques:ioning the sufficiency of the assent, as 


agent reported to him that not more than sixty-one | 


chiefs of the Senezas were present in council at any | 
one time; and he then raises ihe question for the 
decision of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, | 
whether, the thirty-one assenis obtained, being a | 


-majority of sixty-one, the whole number of chiefs | 


present in council at any one time, the amended 
‘treaty might not be considered as sufficiently as- 
sented to on the pari o° tae Senecas. Upon this 


-ciently given. 

The next fact, which seems to be material here, 
is given by the commissioner in the following 
words: : 

“Since I commenced this report, I have received, by mail, 
the wriuen assent of five persons known by me to be recog- 
ized by the nation as chiefs. They all signed the treaty last 
‘winter. These appear to have been proved and acknowledged 
before Hezekiah Salisbury, a commissioner of deeds in the 
county of Erie, 1n the Stateof New York. He is certified to 
_beduly commiasioned as such officer by the clerk ofthe county. 
The persdna who have subscribed their names as witnesses are 
known to me to be respectable. I have no doubt these assents 
were fairly given. Added to those taken in my presence, they 
make thirty-six in all, and are probably a majority of the whole 
number who attended during the council. Tobserve in each 
of these papers istacorporated a power to you and to me to 
add their reapective namesto the assent which I now hand you. 
, Whether these powers should be exercised or not, youcan best 
judge.’” : : 

‘This is an extract from the report of the com- 
missioner to the head of the Indiąn Bureau, made 


at Washington ander date of the 25th of Ostober, 


1838; and’ it presents the futher qaestion, whe- | 


Wher, if the thirty-one signatures, being -a - majo- 
rity of the:nurgber of chiefs who attended coun- 
-eii at any‘one time, sould not be considered a suf- 
ficient assent, the thirty-six, being a majority of the 
“whole number whith appeared in council at any 
- time, would not be 85 considered 7 i t 
He must be permitted here to remark that bis 
“friend, the honorable. chairman, criticized these 
+ gaggestions-of the commissioners with what ap- 
- peared to him to be undue severity, when he 
‘sad that the commissioner appeared to have re- 
‘turned to Washington for the grave purpose of 
submitting to the War Departmeat the question 
_ whether thirty-one, or thirty-six, were a majority 
of eighty-one. Tne suggestions were such as 
~be had staiteil, and they: seemed to bim to have 
been very pro erty end very sensibly made. If a 
vote had beea taken in council, and a majority of 
the chiefs present had approved of the amended 
treaty, and then signed it, the very ground upon 


U 
so that it was not in his power to tell which were | 


{ 
|: 
grouùd only did the commissioner intimate that the | 
-assent of this band could-be considered as suffi- 


{ 
i 
| 
| 
i 


to the Seneca band, and, under date of the 30th of 
the same month, he writes to the Commissioner as 
follows: 

“Your report and the treaty with the New 


sented to as amended in the Senate of the United States, have 
been submitted to thè Secretary of War. He is of opinion that 


the consent of a majority of ail the Seneca chiefs must be cb- || 
tained, but that, as you have heretofore met the requirement of | 


the Senate, by full explanations to them in council, you may 
proceed tothe Seneca reservation, and there obtain the assent of 
such Indians as have not heretofore given it.” ; 
Thus instructed, the Commissioner repaired 
again to the Seneca reservation, to perform the ad- 
ditional duties.assigned to him. Under date of the 
llth January, 1839, at Washington, he thus re- 
ports his doings to the head of the Indian Bureau: 
“On the receipt of. those instructions I repaired to Buffalo, 
New York, for the purpose of carrying them into effect. On my 
arrival there, I was joined by General H. A. 8. Dearborn, the 
superintendent appointed by uie Governor of Maseachusetts, 
who continued with me until the close of my visit there. He 
was present and witnessed every signature to the assent, except 
one, which wastaken while he was confined to his room by in- 
disposition. Soon after my arrival at Buffalo, I-directed the 


| United States sub-agent, residing there, to give public notice to 


the Seneca chiefs that I was present, ‘and authorized to receive 
the signatures of such of their chiefs as desired to give them, 
and that the superintendent from Massachusetts wae also pre- 
sent to discharge the duty assigned him by the authorities of 
hisState. After this notice, ten additional names were receiv- 
ed tothe Seneca azsent, making in all forty-one. Beven of 
this ten had previously signed separate assents, containing pow- 
ers of attorney to execute such further papers as might be ne- 
cessary to give validity to their assents. 
proved and acknow 
the lawa of New York. Five of this number personally came 
before me and signed the assent attached to the treaty. The 
other two signed by attorney. The reasons why they did not 
appear and sign in person are stated in two affidavits which I 
hand you, marked No. ] and No.2. From the character of the 
affidavits, and information verbally communicated to me by se- 
veral respectable chiefs, I have no doubt that these affidavits 
are strictly true.” , , 

This completed the signatures, in fact, of forty- 
one out of the eighty-one chefs of this band, all 
but two of whom signed in person; and the two 
who signed by attorney, account for their doing so 


as isseen above. Inadditicn to these, one chief, 


These papers were all 


i James Shongo, signed his assent to a printed copy 
of the amended treaty, before the engrossed copy 


was laid before the council for signatures, but did 
not repeat it to the written copy. Another chief, 
Kenjuq uide, gave his assent by.attorney, afier the 


amended treaty was returned to the. Commissioner 


of Indian Affairs, as is reen by the note.to his re- 
port to the Secretary of War of the 15th of Janua- 
ry, 1839. Thus, in.the maneer stated, the asgents 
of forty-three of the eighty-one Seneca chiefs were 
obtained. i l 

` Still it is contended that the 


amended treaty has 


. not been assented to on the part of this band, and 


is Bo treaty as to. them; and upon what grounds? 
First. That the assents sheuld have been given 

tin council,” and that those not so given. are not to 

be regarded. ae : 
He had already given his 


. He would refer the Senate to page 285 of the 


| : printed dacuments to.shuw, upon the authority of l 
- two members of the b:dysthat it was not the seLse 


_ of.the Senate itsel’, at the time of, the passage of 


the resolution of the 24 of March, 1839, ihat .thege 
signatures must be given “in council,” -as it ap 
peared from the communications of these two Se- 
nators that an amendment to thal effect was moved 


. to that resolution, proposing to add the. words ,‘‘in 


ahe journal. 


open council,” and that, 
ment wasnot adopte'. 
proceeiing was had’ ia committee, that the vote 
was taken by a count, and not by ayes and noes, 
and that nothicg in relation to it appeared. upon 
He was also jnformed tnat the recol- 
lections of all the Senators wao were present did 


f which the konorable chairman - rests his argument || not agree as to the manner in: which the amend- 


York Indians, as- : 


upon a vote, the amend- || and also “deemed it advisable and necessary to 


He was aware that this | 
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ledged according t0 the usual forms under : 


interpretation of the ` 
-resolution of ratification of the Senate of the llth 
_of June, 1838, and had but two other remarks to 
| add upon -this point. 


, The first was with 


IP 


855 
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ment was disposed of, some believing that-it was 
withdrawn without a vote. . He cculd merely say 
that his recollection of the offer of such an -amend- 
ment was very confident, and his impressions as 
to the disposition of it agreed with the printed state- 
men's made by the two honorable Senators to 
which he had re ferred. 

His other remark was that it was competent for 
the Senate, if it believed that the assent of a majo- 
rity of the Seneca chiefs had been fairly, freely, 
and properly given, to declare such assent satisfac- 
tory, though not given in the form and manner di- 
rected, or intended, by its resolution of ratification 
of the 11th of June, 1838. It was upon this broad 
ground that he principally rested his argument, and 
his support of the treaty as to the Seneca band. 
Without discussing the quest‘on whether it was the 
intention of the Senate that the assents should be 
given “in council” or whether the language of its 
res lution required that construction, all must ad- 
mit that but one object wasto be accomplished, viz. 
The “free and voluntary assent” of each separate 
tribe or band, to the amended treaty. Now. if the 
Senate pointed out one particular place, or man- 
ner, for expressing those assents, and the Indians 
chose another place, or manner, for making the 
same expression, will it be contended that the 
treaty should fall, rather than that the forms pre- 
scribed by the Sena.e should not be complied with, 
while the substance of their requisition had been met 
by the “free and voluntary assent” of a majority 
‘of the chiefs? This was his view, of the force of 
the objection that the assents had not. been given 
“in council.” To him it was immaterial whether 
the Senate intended that the assents should be given 
! in counoil, or not, as it was whether they were given 
in council, or out of it. The only material inquiry 
to him was, had the majority ofthe chiefs, in fact, 
| given their “free and voluntary assent” to the 
amended treaty? This brought him to the next 
` ground upon which the sufficiency of the assents 
' was resisted. o; 
` Second. It is contended that the assents: of the 
| chiefs, who have given their assents in the manner 
before related, have not been “free and volun- 
tary,” but have been obtained by. bribery, fraud, 
and improper practices. a e 

The charges of bribery are not preferred against 
the commissioner, or any. of the, agents of ihe 
United States, but against the company which had 
purchased the pre-emption right to, the Seneca 


| ands from the State of Massachusetts, and against 


the agents of that company. It was no part of his 
i business to defend this company, or their agents, 
. against these, or any other charges, or to-jnstify the 
practices of the one or the other, but simply to sae 
how far those practices, whatever they may have 
_ been, should be held to invalidate the execution of 
. this treaty.on the part of the Seneca chiefs... . 
The direct and specific charges, of bribery are 
based upon eight several centracts made between 
an agent of. the pre-emp'ion company, and that 
number of the Seneca.chiefs, all of which contracts 
were in writiag, signed and sealed by the respective 
parties, and. attested by one. or more witnesses. 
The honorable chairman of the committee, im, the 
course of his argument, caused two of: these con- 
| tracts to be read to the Senate, and to'save a repeti- 
; tion, he would remark upon them, as samples ot 
` the whole. ‘ 
John Snow, a Seneca chief of 
the Baffalo creek reservation. This contract re- 
cites that the Pre-emption Company: are desirous 
to promote the policy of the United States in the 


| removal of the Indians west of the Mississ ppi, and 
‘|, also:to-extinguish the title to their lands in the State 


of New York; that, in furtherance of these objects, 


‘the company. had authoriz:d- negotiations 40 be 


opened with the Indians, and offers of money ta be 
‘made to them as ® permanent fund.for the nation 
` and to compensate them for their improvements, 


-employ the aid, co-operation, and. services of: cer- 

tain individuals who are able to in@wence the said 
. Indians to-accept of .the: offers: soto be' made to 
-them;” that Heman B. Peter, the first party in the 
contract, was authorized t> act for the Pre-emr tion 
-Cumpany, and te contract with individuals: for 


their aid and inflaenee, and that Snow, the second 
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party to the contract, had agreed to coniribute his 
influence and services, and, in case of the extin- 
guishment of the Indian title by the company, to 
sell to them his improvements. 

The parties then goon to contract; first, that 
Snow shall “use his best endeavors and exertions” 
to induce the Indians to sell their lands and re- 
move West, and that he shall co-operate with, and 
on all occasions aid the company and their agents 
“in talks and negotiations with the chiefs and 
other influential men of the said tribe; and in the 
active application of his whole mfluence at coun- 
cils, and confidential interviews, for the purpose of 
effecting a treaty between the said tribe and the said 
proprietors, for the extinguishment of the Indian 
title to the said reserved lands.” Second. That 
Snow shall and does convey to the company his 
buildings and improvements upon the Indian re- 
servations, and not, in the mean time, to lease or 
in any other manner dispose of the same. Third. 
Potter, as the agent of the company, agrees to pay 
to Snow the sum of two thousand dollars, within 
three months after notice of the ratification of a 
valid treaty extinguishing the Indian title to the re- 
servations, with these conditions: 

1. That if the treaty shall contain provisions to 
pay individaal Indians for their improvements, 
Snow shall receive, towards the two thousand dol- 
lars agreed to be paid to him, the sum he may be 
entitled to receive under the treaty for improve- 
ments, and the balance only, if any, shall be paid 
by the company within the time limited, or as soon 
thereafter as it can be ascertained. 

2. That if, by the provisions of the treaty, Snow 
shall be entitled to receive more than two thousand 
dollars for improvements, the company shall be 
discharged from the payment of any part of the 
two thousand dollars, and Snow shall take all that 
is due to him under the treaty. , 

3. That Snow shall be entitled to a life lease, at 
a nominal rent, of a lot of land actually occupied 
by him, and called the “ Whipple Farm,” the 
lease to be executed by the company as soon as the 
lands can be surveyed after the treaty, and to have 
reference to the survey. 

This is the substance of this contract; and were 
all the others like it, their character and objects 
would admit of a more satisfactory explanation. 
His acquaintance with the Indians of New York 
enabled him to appreciate this contract. These In- 
dians were confined within very narrow reserva- 
tions, and it had long been a practice with them to 
lease portions of their lands to the whites for culti- 
vation and improvement. The improvements 
made by themselves, or their lessees, weie held to 
be the private and individual property of the In- 
dian, whose right of cecupancy to the land in ques- 
tion was admitted by the band. Hence, as a ne- 
cessary consequence, when it was proposed to 
make a sale of lands, the first object, to those who 
ewned improvements upon the tract proposed to 
be conveyed, was to secure the value of their im- 
provements, so that they should not, with the value 
of the soil, pass into the common national fund. 
This contract showed mest clearly to his mind that 
this was the great inducement with Snow to enter 
into it. By the contract, the company guaranties to 
him two thousand dollars for his improvements, 
satisfied, no doubt, that the hundred and two 
thousand dollars, to be paid by them for the 
improvements of individual Indians, would give 
to Snow that sum. Indeed, the contract might be 
suspected of intentional fraud upon the rights of 
Snow, as a claimant to improvements, were it not 
that, in case his improvements shall entirle him to 
a greater sum than the two thoussnd dollars stipu- 
lated to be paid, he is to have the surplus, and the 

. company are to pay nothing. 

The other contracts, however, or certainly some 
of them, are for the payment of money, wi'hout 
any reference to the title of the chief to improve- 
ments, and in this sense he did not justity or defend 
them. They were not, in his opinion, defensible, 
either in principle or policy. He did nət entertain 
a doubt that these very contracts had done more, 
much more, to prevent a cordial execution of this 
treaty, than to promote it. The knowledge, on the 
part of the chiefs not contracted with, that others 
were 


derivirg money for their influence in favor of 
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the treaty, which was not offered to them, was emi- 
nently calculated to turn their minds against it, and 
thus to engender an opposition much more power- 
ful than the influence purchased would be able to 
overcome.. That such had been the practical fact 
in this case he found no reason to doubt, while the 
opposition manifested gave the strongest ground for 
the pre-umption that it had this stimulus. 

It was but just, however, to say that, as gratui- 
ties to Indian chiefs, in anticipation of a, treaty, 
these proceedings were not new in substance to 
these or any other Indians. Many of the present 
opposing chiefs of the Seneca band weregnow, and 
long had been, the recipients of annuities from 
this very company, given as gratuities upon the ex- 
ecution of former treaties. He could not say that 
their opposition now proceeded from the absence of 
similar offers to them to become the friends of the 
present treaty. It was fair, however, to assume 
that their opposition could not be founded upon the 
vicious principle of giving gratuities to chiefs at 
the time of making a treaty, as they had manifested 
bo disposition to surrender, either to their nation or 
to the pre-emption company, their personal claims 
of that character. 

It was said that these contracts were secret, and 
therefore fraudulent and mischievous. He be- 
lieved they were novel in their character, and he 
did not doubt that the honorable chairman was 
right in saying that a parallel case had never been 
exhibited to the Senate; but he could not concede 
that the novelty consisted in the secresy of the 
transactions. So far from it, he apprehended that 
the singularity here cons sted in ihe open publicity 
of the contracts, the execution of formal deeds un- 
der seal and altested by witnesses. Was it the 
custom of men who deliberately undertake to prac- 
tise bribery, to do it in this manner? Did they 
usually make a deed iniwriting, and call witnesses 
to its execution? He supposed not; and it seemed 
to him that these facts should rather be considered 
evidences of a mistaken consciousness of the pur- 
suit of a legitimate and honest object, than of a 
disposition to practise secr: t bribery. Look for the 
paper evidence of the gratuities which have been 
given upon the execution of former treaties with 
this band of Indians. Look for the paper evi- 
dences of claim to the annuities which are yet 
paid, and some of which are not only for the life 
of the chief, but go to his heirs. Go to those trea- 
ties: and shal! we find them? No, sir, no. Shall 
we find deeds minutely drawn, and formally wit- 
nessed? He had heard of no such papers; and 
yet the annuities existed, and were regularly paid. 

He must not be understood as justifying, or defend- 
ing these contracts. He did not do either; but he 
could not see that their turpitude was to be sought 
for in their secresy. 

He could have but one object in referring to 
them, and that was to determine whether they 
should be held to vitiate the assent in fact given by 
the Seneca chiefs to the amended treaty now be- 
fore the Senate. That point would be made more 
clear by a brief reference to the chronological or- 
der of the transactions. 

The first of the eight contracts bears date on the 
29th of July, 1837, and the last of them on the 16th 
of September of the same year. The original treaty 
was concloded at Baffalo creek on the 15th day of 
January, 1838, four months after the execution of 
the last of these contracts. That original treaty 
was laid before the Senate by the President on the 
{3th day of April, 1838, and the amended treaty, 
now under consideration, was substituted for it on 
the 11th day of June after, and as amended was, 
-by the resolution of this body, of which so much 
has been said, directed to be submitted to the In- 
‘dians for their “free and voluntary assent.” 

The contracts to bribe, therefure, if such these 
contracts are to be considered, were consummated 
four months before the making of the original trea- 
ty with the Indians, which was formed after full 
negotiations with them, and the ratification of which 
by them, if it ever was a question with the Senate, 
cannot certainly be so now, after this body has 
acted upon it as a treaty, has amenéed it, has rati- 
fied it on its part as amended, and has returned it 
to the Indians for their assent in its amended state. 
No allegation was found in the papers, or had 


reached him from any quarter, of any attempts of 
the part of the pre-emption company or its agents, 
or of any one else, to make contracts of this sort as 
an inducement to the assent of the Indians to the 
amended treaty. Indeed, he was not now aware 
that charges of bribery of any sort had been pre- 
ferred in relation to the assents to the amended 
treaty, although the charges of that character re- 
lating to the formation of the original treaty had, so 
far ashe recollected, been principally embodied 
and bronght forward since the amended treaty had 
been submitted and assented to in the manner be- 
fore related. 

It wa; fair to say that all these contracts de- 
pended upon the final ratification and confirma- 
tion of the treaty by the United States, and that 
therefore the interest created under them in favor 
of the chiefs who were parties to them, might have 
continued to influence their conduct in relation to 
the assents to the amended treaty; but, to his mind, 
this was giving to the charges of fraud and secresy 
a meliorated influence, and greatly mitigated force. 
The contracts were completed in September, 1837. 
The amended treaty was submitted for assent in 
the fall of 1838, and again in the summer of 1839; 
and if the convictions upon the minds of these chiefs 
of the beneficial effects of the treaty to themselves 
and their nation, existing in the fall of 1837, whe- 
ther produced by the contracts or otherwise, re- 
mained, and continued to govern their voices and 
acts in 1839, two years after; and, after the exist- 
ence of the contracts had become known, if a suffi- 
cient number of their asscciate chiefs were willing 
to unite with them in assenting to the amended 
treaty to form a majority of all the chiefs of the 
tribe, the conclusion can but be evident that strong 
and good reasons fur the ratification of the treaty 
on the part of the Indians, independent of these con- 
tracts, must have existed, and had their influence 
upon the minds and feelings and action of that ma- 
jority. 

Were then the assents of this majority of the 
chiefs fairly and freely and voluntarily given? 

He had remarked, at the outset, and had re- 
ceived universal assent to the proposition, that 
he should commence the discussion with the as- 
sumption that the commissioner on the part of the 
United States, who negotiated this treaty, stood un- 
impeached and unimpeachable, and that all his 
statements of fact were to be fully credited. He 
was not about to draw heavily upon his testi- 
mony in relation to this point, but a single short 
paragraph from his last report became necessary 
to corroborate the evidence of the disinterested 
witness he was about to call upon the stand. The 
commissioner says: 

“In every instance where a signature was received, either 

General Dearborn or I distinctly inquired of the peraon offer- 
ing to sign whether he fully understood the subject, and whe- 
ther he freely and voluntarily signed the assent. In each case 
a distinct affirmative answer was given.” 
He now turned to the statements of General 
H. A. S. Dearborn, the agent appointed, on the 
part of the State of Massachusetts, for the single 
and only purpose of seeing that the interests and 
rights of the Indians were protected in every 
part of the negotiation. He had made the pre- 
liminary remark that this was a disinterested 
witness, and one whose character and fairness had 
been endorsed as well by the opponents as the 
friends of the treaty. Upon the point now un- 
der discussicn, therefore, he should rely wholly 
upon his testimony, and he should do it with the 
most perfect confidence that none of his state- 
ments would be even doubted. 

Before proceeding to quote his remarks, he 
would, to prevent confusion and misunderstanding, 
remind the Senate that this gentleman did not re- 
present his State at the making of the original 
treaty. A ciizen of Buffalo, in the State of 
New York, of high standing, had the honor of be- 
ing deputed to represent the State upon that occa- 
sion. Comp'aints having been made connecied 
with that negotiation, as had been before abun- 
dantly seen, when the amended treaty was tO be 
submitted to she Indians, the Governor of that 
Commonweatth, with a jast re-ard to his own 
elevated standing, to the character and responstbili- 
ties of his State, and to the rights and imeses's of 
these dependant red men, appointed General Dear- 
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born, the adjutant general of the State, to repre- 
sent it upon the occasion l was from the official 
reports of that officer that he should make his quota- 
tions; and he would detain the Senate by such 
only as were pertinent to the question whether the 
assents of the Seneca chiefs to the amended treaty 
were fairly, freely, and voluntarily given. 

In his report to the Governor of Massachusetts, 
under date of October, 1838, at Lewiston, New 
York, after the thirty-one assents had been ob- 


tained, he says: ; 
t In previous conversa I have represented the deplora- 
. ble condition of the Seneca Indians, and the reasons why I 
have come to the conclusion that the only chance for their re- 
formation and continued existence as a distinct people is an im- 
mediate emigration to the mild climate and excellent tract of 
land offered them by the National Government; andi am per- 
fecily satisfied, were it not for the unremitted and disingenuous 
exertions of a ceitain number ef white men, who are actuated 
by their private imteresta, to induce the chiefs not to assent to 
the treaty, it would immediately have beenapproved by an im- 
majority. : 

“Not an objection or complaint has been made, by a single 
Indian, during the whole progrces of the council, as to the price 
obtained for their right of possession; and I have not seen an 
individual, other than the persons above named, who does not 
think the offer of the Government a most generous and favora- 
ble one for the Indians; and who does not concur in the opinion 
that it is not only for their individual and national interests to 
remove, bat that their fate will inevitably be disastroue—that 
they willbe overwhelmed with poverty and misery, and soon 
become extinct from their idle, intemperate, and other vicious 
habits, if they do not abandon their present position. 

“The same liberal terms which have been offered to these 
Indians, if extended to any county in New England, would 
nearly e itin sis months” 

“The uct of the Hon. Ransom H. Gillet, the commis- 
sioner of the United Sates, during the whole session of the 
council, has beer such as to merit the confidence which had 
been reposed in him by the General Government, and to meet 
my nure approbation, from the unwearied pains he has 
t to fully, fairly, and clearly explain the precios of 
the treaty, present the character of the soil and climate, 
and the a which the Indians would derive from ac- 
cepting the territory which is offered them beyond the 
sippi. He to be solely actuated by an earnest desire 
to advance their interests, and induce them to comprehend the 
beneficent objects ofthe Government in making such a munifi- 
cont pen for the advancement of their present and future 
comfort, independence, happiness, and prosperity.” 

This is the testimony of General Dearborn as to 
the first effort to obtain the assent of the Senecas 
to the amended treaty. 

In his report to the Governor, after his second 
visit, when the ten additional assents were obtained, 
under date of the 2d of January, 1839, he says: 


“Į invariably asked each of the ehiefs, in the presence of all 
the persons present, whether they were perfectly satiafied with 
the treaty and the contract for the sale of their right of . 
sion to the lands on which they resided, and willingly and freely 
came forward to sign the treaty, and they all answered in the 
afirmative; and [am fully of the opinion that they have done 
so from an anxious desire to avail themselves of the privilege of 
removing into the Indian territory, west of the State of Missouri, 
on the liberal terms offered them by the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, and from the conviction that the condition of the na- 
tion would become annually more deplorable, so long as they 
temained en their present reservations, where there was no 
hope of amendation in morals or the habits of industry. Isin- 
cerely believe that nearly all the other chiefs would have cheer- 
fally given their assent, were it not for the conduct of certain 
white men, who are interested in the continuance of the tribe on 
their several reservations of Allegany river, Cattaraugus, Buf- 
falo, and Tonawanda creeks, and the danger they apprehended 
from the party of a few chiefs, who, from ambitious motives 
and political consequence, are adverse to a change of residence, 
having threatened with fatal consequences euch as should give 
their assent, as stated in my former report, and illustrated in the 
deposition of John Jemison, marked F. and G.” 

He would not take the trouble to make further 
extracts upon this point. He had shown that a 
majority of the Seneca chiefs had, in fact, assented 
to the amended treaty, not in council, but with a 
full knowledge of the instrament, and a perfect un- 
derstanding of the consequences of their acts, and 
here was the concurring testimony of two persons, 
whose duty it was to know the facts and who 
could have no possible interest in misrepresenting 

them, proving that those assents were fairly, freely, 

and voluntarily given. 
From this state of facts it would seem to him to 
follow as a compulsory daty, that the Senate should 
_ declare these assents satisfactory; but if this was 
too strong a position to occupy, and there was yet 
discretion left to the body, it did appear to him im- 
, lid appea 

possible that he should be mistaken in assuming 
thathe had shown enough to render it fully com- 
petent, within the sound discretion of the members, 
to make that declaration, in case it should appear 
_ that such a result would be greatly beneficial to the’ 
i Tas to is whites among whom they were now 

joetted, and not injarious to the interests of th 

United States. ES j 

“There was one other view of the matter, how 
ever, which he would suggest, before he proceeded 
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to the consideration of the pecuniary interests in- 
volved in the controversy. 

Hitherto he had argued the question of the exe- 
cution of this treaty upon the admission that the 
assent of a majority of all the Seneca chiefs, of 
every grade, was necessary to its validity. This 
was an admission which he did not make, except 
for the sake of the argument, because it was a po- 
sition in the soundness of which he did not believe. 
So far as his acquaintance extended, it wasa new 
principle connected with the making of Indian 
treaties, by this or the State Governments; and he 
believed, also, that it was new to the laws and cus- 
toms of the Indians themselves. 

He would call the attention of the Senate to two 
short extracts from the report of General Dear- 
born, of the 2d of January, 1839, which would 
enable him to express his opinion upon this point 
in an intelligible manner. The first extract is as 
follows: 

“There are eight clans or families in each of the tribes of the 
Six Nations, which are designated by the names of Beaver, 
Turtle, Wolf, Bear, Snipe, Deer, Hawk, and White Crane, or 
Heron. Itisexpreasly prohibited by a law of the tribes for 
persone of thesame clan to intermarry; and it is considered as 
immoral and irreligious as would be a union within the forbid- 
den limite of consanguinity among the Jews and Christians; and 
Ihave been assured that an instance of such a matrimonial con- 
nection, as would be’ considered by the humblest Indian a 
wicked and monstrous indecency, has never been known.” 

The second said follows: 

‘There are eight great sachems of the tribe in the Seneea na- 
tion of Indians, who are also chiefs. It isthe highest title and 
rank, and the office is hereditary, Jike that of the other chiefs. 
The present sacheme are Little Johneon, Daniel Two Guns, 
Captain Pollard, James Stevenson, and George Linsley ef the 
Hoffalo creek band, in Strong and Blue Eyes of the Catta- 


rangus reservation, and Jemmy John of Tonawanda, six of 


ihom have signed the treaty. Half of them are Christians, 
and the others Pagans.” 

Now if the agent had been more: particular, he 
would undoubtedly have told us that, of these 
eight sachems, or principal chiefs, one belonged to 
each of the eight families, or clans, of which he 
had before spoken, and the symbolical names of 
each of which he had given. He would 
have learned that they were the great fathers of the 
nation, the civil chiefs, upon whom the transac- 
tion of the business of the nation is devolved; and 
che, Mr. W. did not doubt that, had this treaty 
been negotiated with the State of New York, the sig- 
nature of a majority of these sachems would have 
been held sufficient tohave constituted it a valid 
treaty, and that any other signatures of chiefs of 
a lower grade would have been considered a mere 
matter of personal gratification, and not of essen- 
tial substance. He had, therefore, no doubt upon 
his own mind, that the concurrence of six of these 
sachems in this amended treaty was of itself a va- 
lid execution of it, according to the laws and cus- 
toms of the Seneca nation. 

. Still he had argued the questionpon the other 
hypothesis, because an examination of the papers 
had satisfied him that a majority of all the chiefs 
of all grades had given an assent which the Senate 
must consider satisfactory. 

_ He would now consider, as briefly as he might, 
the pecuniary interests of the various parties to 
this treaty; and, 

First. The interests of the State of Massachu- 
setis. 

According to his understanding in the matter, 
that State had now no pecuniary interest whatever 
in these questions. The charters granted by the 
Crown of Great Britain-to the colonies of Massa- 
chusetts and New York, conflicted as to bounda- 
ries, and boih colonies claimed the territory west 
ofa meridian line, passing through or; near the 
Seneca lake, and within the present limits of the 
State of New York. By an amicable adjustment 
between the two States, in the year 1786, Massa- 
chusetts released to New York the sovereignty and 
governmental control over the territory, and New 
York surrendered to Massachusetts the right of 
soil, subject to the Indian title, and the right to 
extinguish the Indian title in her own way. Not 
many years after this period, Massachusetts sold 
to private individuals her pre-emption right to the 
whole country, reserving that power of guardian- 
ships over the Indians which. the old States have 
ever exercised within their limits, and. which the 
United States has exerciged without the, limits of 
the States, and withia „those limits where the right 
-of pre-emption from the Indians belonged to this 
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Government. In this way, and for this reason, it 
is that Massachusetts has been represented in all 
the transactions with the Seneca and Tuscarora 
Indians in relation to this treaty, the reservations 
of these lands being within the limits of her origi- 
nal right of pre-emption; but since the sale from 
her to individuals, under whom the present pre- 
emption cumpany hold, he did not understand that 
the State had any other interest than the duty re- 
maining upon her, as a Government, to see that 
the rights of the Indians were fairly and faithfully 
protected. 

Second. The interests of the pre-emption com- 
pany. 

The int rests of this company would be seen 
from what aad been said in relation to the connec- 
tion of the State of Massachusetts with this matter. 
As purchaszrs from that State, they hold the exclu- 
sive right to extinguish the Indian title, whenever 
the Indians «hall be induced to surrender the pos- 
session and occupancy of the lands. By virtue of 
that right, they have already extinguished the In- 
dian title to an extensive and fertile country, and 
the present treaty proposes to complete the opera- 
tion, by the extinguishment of that title to all which 
remains, being about 116,000 acres. 

- The interests of this company are direct and pal- 
pable. The purchase from Massachuselts was 
made in 1796 or 1797, and so far as these lands 
are Concerned, the purchase money paid to that 
State has Leen unproductive capital to the compa- 
ny from that day to the presenttime. It is aban- 
dantly monn, too, that the present reservations are 
constantly becoming less valuable, by being stripped 
of their timber, which, in their natural thts, con- 
stituted the chief value of two or three of them. 
This consideration renders it a matter of direct 
interest to the company to extinguish the Indian 
title, and obtain the actual possession at the earliest 
practicable day. 

As much had been said of the vast speculation 
which this company would make by the ratification 
of this treaty, he bad taken some pains to form an 
opinion upon that point, and had therefore endea- 
vored to ascertain what had been paid to the 
State of Massachusetts for the right to extinguish 
the Indian title. As nearly as he could learn, 
from the documents which had come within his 
reach, about three hundred thousand pounds, 
New England currrency, equal to about $1,200,- 
000, had been paid for the whole purchase, 
and that somewhere from four to five millions of 
acres of Jand were covered by the purchase. He 
therefore concluded that the price paid to Massa- 
chusetts for the right of pre-emption from the Ín- 
dians, say in 1797, must have been somewhere 
from twenty-five to thirty cents per acre. He had 
not taken the pains to make a calculation to see 
what, at a fair rate of investment, that price would 
bring the cost of the land to at this period, but 
when added to the $212,000, or thereabouts, now 
to be paid, and the gratuities which have been and 
are to be given in case the treaty be finally ratified, 
he had satisfied himself that the speculation of the 
company would be much less than had been 
imagined, and that a prudent man. who had the 
money, would pause before he would take the pro- 
perty off their hands at principal, interest, and costs. 
- Still the interests of this. company were nothing 
ío him, It was not their advantage which he felt 
called upon to consult, or which induced him to 
urge the ratification of the treaty. As constituents 
of his, as he believed most of them were, and as 
highly respectable individuals, so far as. he knew 
them, he would, as far as lay in his power, do them 
ustice upon this as upon all occasions, but he 
would not urge this treaty upon the Senate, to the 
detriment of the Indians, because this company 
might be benefited by its ratification, as he certainly 
“would not vote for its rejection to the detriment of 
‘the Indians, for fear this company might proft 
from its operation. ` . E Slr 

Third. The interests of the State of New York 
and her citizens. wf Ce 

The State, ag such, had ‘no interest in this ques- 
tion, separate from the interests of the citizens to 
be affected by the continuance oF removal of the 
_Indigns, The extent of these interesis. would be 
“best shown by brief statistical statements, . 
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The Senecas are scattered thrcugh the six coun- |! one; but the ultimate payment was considerable: 


tues of Allegany, Cattaraueus, Chautauque, Erie, | 


Genes:e, and Orleans. This band of Indians, to- 
gether with the Onondagas and Cayugas, who re- 
side with them upon their reservations, number 
2,623 souls, and the white population of the coun- 
vies in which they are, as shown by the State cen- 
sus of 1835, was 244,144 souls. 

The Onondagas at Oncndaga number 300 souls, 
and are in the county of their name, which had at 
the same period a white population of 60,908 souls, 

The Oneidas at Oneida are 620 souls, and are in 
the county of theirname, with a white population 
of 77,518 souls. 

The American party of the St. Regis number 
350 souls, and are in the counties of St. Lawrence 


ani Franklin, with a white population of 54,548 


souls. 

The Tuscaroras number 273 souls, and are in 
the country of Niagara, which has a white popula- 
tion of 24,490 souls. i 

The Stockbridges, Munsees, and Brothertowns, 
so far as they remain in New York, are scattered 
suong the other bands, and number, together, 709 
souls. 

Thus it will be seen that all these bands and 
remnants of tribes of Indians are scattered through 
eleven counties of the State; that they number, al- 
together, 4,885 souls, and that the white population 
of the counties in which they are, was, in 1835, as 
shown by the State census, 461,608 souls, or almost 
100 whites to 1 Indian. 

From this it will be seen that nothing like appre- 
hension from the presence of these Indians can be 
felt by the whites; that the inconvenience of the re- 
servations to the white se:tlements, in many cases, 
the desire to bring into profitable settlement and 
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cultivation the lands they oecupy, and the injurious i! 
effects upon society, in all cases, and with both 


races, of familiar intercourse between them, are 
the prominent interests which the citizens and State 
of New York have in the ratification of this 
treaty. To the city and town of Buffalo, imme- 
diately bordering upon one of the largest and mest 
populous of the Seneca reservations, and the cily 
and town containing a white population of full 
20,000 souls, this question was one of more deep 


| sense, what Indians should occupy any particular ' 


and how was the Treasury to be compensated tor 
i? This was the essential inquiry; and if it could | 
be satisfactorily answered, he hoped this objection - 
to the trealy woul! be cunsidered obviated. 

The answer, then, was, that the first article of the 
treaty codes tothe United States the tract of land 
owned by these bands of Indiansat Green Bay, in 
he Territory of Wi-konsin, being 425,000 acres. 
At the present minimum price of the Government, 
for the public domain, this land will bring into the 
Treasury $543,750, while its locatior upon the 
Fox river, and its quality, are said to give it pecu- 
liar prominence, and to ensure its instant sale for 
immediate settlement. He thought it, therefore, 
fair to anticipate, in case of a prompt survey and 
ale, that this land would bring into the Treasury 
all the money required to carry the treaty into ef- , 
fect as soon and as rapidly as it would be wanted, 
and would afford a surplus more than equal to the 
expenses of the survey and sale. 

To this extent, therefore, no argument against 
the treaty was to be drawn from the demands it 
would create upon the public Treasury. Another 
argument had been used, however, having the 
same tendency, which required examination. It 
was that the country stipulate to be given to these 
Indians west, was more than an equivalent for 
their Green Bay lands, inasmuch as three hundred 
and twenty acres for each soul was given in lieu of 
one hundred. 

The answer to this was, that the country west 
was a part of that great country west of the States 
which the United States, in the prosecution of a 
wise and humane policy towards the remaining 
Indian tribes, have set apart for their permanent 
and peaceful and undisturbed homes, and for the 
appropriation of which forever to that object tze 
faith of the nation bas been mo-t solemnly pledged. | 
It was wholly immaterial, therefore, in a pecuniary 


portion of this territory. The whole was setapart | 
tor Indian occupancy; and in no treaty heretofore | 
made with any Indians in the Un‘on, with a view | 


_ to their removal to the Indian country west of the | 
| Mississippi, had the value of that portion of that | 
| 


and pervading interest, as it was also, properly con- | 


sidered, to the Indians residing upon that reserva- 
tion. But he believed he should be justified by 
the fact, if he were to say that, even in the coun- 
ties where these Indians are, the strong feeling for 
their preservation from the accumulated evils 
which surround them, and which, it is seen, are 
rapidly producing their extinction, creates a deeper 
interest with the whites for their removal to the In- 
dian country, than any considerations of conve- 
nience or property anticipated from the accom- 
plishment of that object. 

Fourth. The interests of the United States. 

Mauch of the debate had turned upon this point; 
and he was bound to confess that he thought it the 
strongest ground upon which the treaty could be re- 
sisted. Yethe hoped to show that even this ground 


of resistance was not well taken; and for that pur- | 


pose he would recur to the facts in the case touch- 
ing the national Treasury. 

He had before remarked that the small sums to 
be paid to the various bands amounted to about 
twenty thousand dollars, and that the general pay- 
ment stipulated to be made to all the bands, in a 
proportion per capita as they should remove west, 
was four handred thousand dollars. These pay- 
ments together, would be about four hundred and 
twenty thousand dollars, but of the whole sam he 
did not believe an amount exceeding ten thousand 
dollars would be called for during the present 
year. Such was the condition of all these Indians, 
that he did not suppose it possible that any consi- 
derable proportion of them, if even a single Indian, 
could remove, after this advanced period of the 
spring, and after the appropriations under the treaty 
cou'd be made. Of the sums payable tothe vairious 
bands, he recollected but one sum of one thousand 
dollars to the St. Regis, which was payable before 
removal, and that sum was not required to be paid 
until the expiration of one year from the final rati- 
fication of the treaty. The immediate demand 
upon the Treasury, therefore, was not to alarm any 


: the lands purchased from them. 


1 be given to the Indians west besides. 


| of its unfavorable influence upon the pecuniary | 
| interests of the United States? He trusted not. 


| 


‘treaty. Nay, they would bring into the Treasury 


| very different light. 


country to be assigned to them been taken into the 
account, or made a matter of estimate, in the pur- | 
chase from them of their possessions within the 
States. This country had been set aport from the , 
extensive domain of the Union, asa home for the 
red men, whom the cupidity of the whites had 
driven from the homes and hunting grounds of 
their fathers, and many of whom had not, for this 
cause, like many of these remnants of bands yet 
lingering in New York, any country to exchange 
fer that quiet home thus offered to them. The po- 
licy, therefore, had been to parchase their posses- 
sions and pay the estimated value of t'em, inde- 
pendently of the new country to be assigned to 
them; and he believed, if the treaties were cars- 
fally examined, it would further appear that the 
expenses of their removal, and their subsistence for 
one year at their new homes, had been paid from . 
the public Treasury, over and above the value of | 
Not so in this ; 
case. The value of the lands purchased was not | 
problematical. They were al:eady in the middle 
of asettled and rapidly settling country. Their 
quality was well known, and their location of the 
most desirable character, and yet at the minimum 
price of the Government lands they would bring 
more than a hundred thousand dollars beyond 
every sum tobe paid under the provisions of the 


more meney than was to be paid under the treaty, 
and the cost to the United States of the country to 


` Was this treaty, then, to be rejected on acconnt 


There was another view of this point which 
would place the interests of the United States in a 
It was admitted on all 
hands that the treaty had been assented to, and 
was perfect and binding as to all the bands except 
the Senecas. It had been before seen that the 
Green Bay lands were the property of the New 
York Indians generally and equally. A portion 
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of those lands, equal to 65,000 acres, had been, by 
a late treaty, granted in severa'ty to that portion of 
the Oneidas now at Green Bay, and they had 
ceased to be any longer parties to this treaty. The 
quantity of land remaining was 435,000 acres, the 
common property of all the bands, this portion 
o! the Oneidas only excepted. The population of 
all the bands, as given in the schedule annexed 
to the treaty, and forming part of it, was 5,485 
souls. Deduct the Oneidas at Green Bay, 600 
souls, and there would remain a population of 
4,885, owning the 435,000 acres of land. Of. 
this population the Senecas and the Onondagas, 
and Cayugas, residing upon their reservations, 
numbered 2,633. These taken from the 4,885 
would leave 2,252, as to whom the treaty was 
admitted to be ratified and perfect. Now the 
right of all these Indians in the Green Bay lands 
is acommon, undivided right; and if, therefore, 
the treaty be not confirmed as to the Senecas, the 
United States will te the owner of the 2252 
shares in common with the Senecas, who will re- 
main the owners of the 2,633 shares, the whole 
being in common and undivided, and the com- 
mon interests of all the proprietors being in and 
to every part. The United States, therefore, will 


! be unable to realize any thing for their interest, 


because they can neither convey nor give title to a 
single separate foot of the land. 
Siili, by the last article of the treaty, the United 


| States must pay that proportion of the $400,000, 


which 2,258 bears to 2,633, because as to the 2,252 
Indians the treaty is perfect. In other words, the 
United States must advance the gratuities to the 
small bands, amounting to $20,000, and must pay 
about half of the $400,000, and will have, as a 
compensation for these payments, a common and 
undivided right with the Senecas to about one half 
ef the Green Bay lands, a right of which it can- 
not avail itself fur any useful purpose whatever, 
while thus held in common with the Indians. On 
the contrary, confirm the treaty as to the Senecas, 
as it is confirmed as lo the other bands, and the 
right to the Green Bay lands becomes perfect, and 
the Trea ury will be fully indemnified for all the 
payments required to be made under the treaty. 
Cou!d any thing more be required to show the true 
pecuniary interests of the United States to be fa- 
vorable to the confirmation of the treaty? It was 
due to the Territory of Wiskonson, too, if within the 
fair exercise of the powers of the Senate, that these 
Green Bay lands, within the immediate neighbor- 


' hood of one of its most important trading towns, 
| should be disencumbered and opened for a mar- 
| ket and for settlement. This was an interest of the 


! United States which could not be disregarded, whe- 


ther it was looked at in reference to the sale of our 
other lands there, or toour duty towards the pre- 
sent inhabitants of that territory. 

Last and most important. The interests of the In- 
dians, parties to the treaty. 

In a pecuniary sense these interests are clear, 
strong, and decided. They are, altogether, 4,885 
souls, and they are to receive from the pre-emption 
company about $212,000 in money, and from the 
United States aboot $420,000 more, and at their 
new homes, secure from the encroachments of the 
whites, 320 acres of land to each soul, man, woman, 
and child, of all the bands. All this they are to 
have in addition to the annuities which they now 
annually receive from the United States and from 
the State of New York, and which are to be regu- 
larly paid to them by an express stipulation of the 
treaty. These annuities together cannot tall short 
of the sum of $20,000, and are believed to exceed 
that amount. Then all, or nearly all the bands, 
except the Senecas and Tuscaroras, have lands to 


sell to the State of New York, and for which, by 


the long eatablished practice of the State, they will 
receive the full appraised value in money, or in 
permanent annuities, as they shall choose. 

Was ever an entire community so rich as these 
Indians will be in lands and money? Well has 
General Dearborn said: 

“The same liberal terms which have been offered to theae In- 
dians, if extended to any county in New England, would nearly 
depopulate it in six months.” 

If such are the clear and strong advantages to the 
Indians pecuniarily from this treaty, what are they 
to expect from the change proposed in their physi 
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cal and moral condition? It was only necessary to 
look back to the days of the American Revolution, 
to answer this inquiry. Then the New York In- 
diaos were the mighty Ircquois, 
as terrible 
vilized enemy with whom they were contending. 


Even in a divided state, and with one of their | 


the Oneida, arrayed upon the side 
of the patriots in that glorious contest, the five re- 
maining allied bands held our arms at bay for 
years, and rather advanced upon, than were driven 
from, the settlements, though opposed by some of 
our most brave and skilful generals. Some sixty 


strongest bands, 


an enemy almost | 
to our Revolutionary fathers as the ci- , 


or seventy years have passed, and now the New ~ 


York Indians are the miserable, scattered remnants 
of these powerful nations, and also of the St. Regis, 
the Stockbridge, the Brothertown, and the Mansee 


tribes, and numbering in all less than five thousand | 
| whites; they may again become independent and 
| free and virtuous. 


souls. Some of the bands of the Six Nations have 
entirely disappeared, and others are reducet to a 
few families, and have no home bat such as they 
enjoy from the generosity of their allied neighbors. 
The same generous attachment to their race has 
given a home among the Six Nations to the Stock- 
bridges from Massachusetts, the Brothertowns from 
Rhode Island and Connecticut, and the Munsees 
from Pennsylvania, from the Wyoming country, 
all the remnants of once powerful Indian nations, 
driven from their lands and their homes by the 
(to them) desolating march of civilization, and 
having not where to rest their feet, until our fa'th- 
fal allies, the Oneidas, tendered them a resting 
place and a home in their country. 

What has produced this startling change in these 
hardy children of nature, within the short space al- 
lotted to the life of a single man? The answer 
stares us in the face. Not war, nor pestilence, nor 
famine, but the friendly touch of the white man! 
The progress, not of arms against them, but of set- 
tlements and civilization around them. Look at 
the Senecas. They constitute a moiety of all the 
Indians now in New York. In the war of 1812, 
15, they numbered their thousand warriors, and 
sent them to the field, led by the gallant Frasier, to 
strengthen our army upon the frontiers, and within 
the territory of the enemy. Where now are those 
thousand warriors of tbe Senecas? Did that war 
reduce their number? No, sir: peace and friendly 
intercourse with us has donè it; and already that 
thousand has become reduced to four hundred, if 
not within -that number. 

He spoke from a statement given to him by two 
intelligent chiefs of the nation. The statement 
was too long to trouble the Senate with, but it gave 
a history of the perishing condition of that people, 
which conid not fail to move all to their relief. 
They were perishing from their contact with the 
whites; while so far from improving from the civili- 
zation around and among them, they are, asa 
peeple, worse fed, worse clad, and worse provided, 
than they were when they had never seen a white 


man. The labors of philanthropists have been | 


sedulously performed among portions of this tribe 
for a series of years, without being able to arrest 
their downward and rapid march towards complete 


extinction. While some are made wiser and bet- 


ter by their white associates, a vastly larger num- 
ber are made more idle and more vicious. 

The paper before him gives a description of the 
state of society apon the Buffalo creek reservation, 
produced by the proximity of the large and popu- 


vices which have never failed to be imparted. to 
the Indian from association with our cities, sedac- 
tion and prostitution of the Indian females are 


taid to have become frightfully common; and that . 


the most dreadful of all. the consequences of pol- 
lation of this sort has reached the tribe, and is ra- 
pidly spreading. itself among this portion of it. 


unknown to th? natives until the white man was 
known-—is sweeping over this small remnant of 
the once proud Seneca nation, sowing the seeds of 
a slow and miserable and lingering death around 
the germs of life. The statement before him ex- 
pressed the confident belief tbat a majority of the 
children born alive in the nation die within the age 


Pre-emption to settlers—Mr. Clay of Ala. 
of twelve months, many from exposure, from want 
the carelessness of parents, and not a few from dis- 


eace inherited from the mother. 
He would not, he could not, dwell upon this pic- 


`- ture; and yet there are those whose mistaken sym- 


pathy would hold these people where they are, to 
perish under the load of vice which surrounds 


` them, pervades their society in every form, and is 


| a combination may 


sweeping them into the grave with unexampled 
rapidity. “Not so with him. He would change 
their condition. He would remove them from the 
contamination which surrounds and is overwhelm- 
ing them. He would place them where they may 
again be Indians; where they may again have the 
motives before them of ambition, of enterprise, of 
pleasure, of profit, which stimulate the Indian; 
and where, secure from the encroachments of the 


Bat, Mr. President, said Mr. W. reject this 
treaty; combine, as you will then combine, the cu- 
pidity of the pre-emption company with that of the 
white settlers, who now surround them, and, from 


| interest, resist the company, and the execution of 


this treaty; for the common object of both is gain 
from the Indians, and from their lands; and when 
they find that a division of interest defeats either, 
be easily formed which will 
favor both. I say accomplish this, and then what 
will be the condition of the New York Indians? 
How long will they be able to withstand a combi- 
nation of interests so strong and so strongly wield- 
ed? They cannot withstand it,sir; and a few years 


| wili show you their history in that of the Stock- 


bridges, the Brothertowns and the Munsees. ` They 
will be found miserable wanderers among their red 


' brethren in some remote part of the country, with- 
` out a home, or the means to procure one; without 


the comforts of life, or provision for their future 
support, their members but a fraction of the pre- 


` sent population, and their last hope buried with the 
` Jast council fire which burned upon those reserva- 
| tions they have been compelled to abandon to their 
' white ne‘ghbors to avoid perfect extinction. 


May I not hope Ihave succeeded in proving that 
it is within the power of the Senate to declare the 
assents of the Senecas to this treaty satisfactory, 
and thus to save them from a fate so certain an 
so sad ? ee 
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Senate, Thursday, il, 16, 
“bill supplementary to fhe act, enty 
to grant pre-emption gights to 
public lands,” approvediJane 23 
been taken up for consideratio and the amend- 
ments, reported by the Gom i 

Lands, having been adopted®y the Senate, 

Mr. Norve t, in obediericgfto the instructions of 
the same committee, moved, by way of further 
amendment, the following additional section: 

“Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the ‘act 
to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public 
lands,’ approved June 22d, 1838, be, and the same 
is hereby continued in full force till the Q2d day of 


; June, 1842; and the right of pre-emption, under its 
; provisions, shall be, and hereby is, extended to all 
; settlers on the public lands, at the date of this act, 
i i! with the same exceptions, whether general or spè- 
lous town of Baffalo, which cannot be read without i 
pain and loathing. Saperadded to all the other | 


|} cordially and 
Thus a scourge, more deadly and fatal than any x 


other which ha; ever afflicted the Indian—a scourge ` 


OOL 


cial, and subject to all the limitations and condi- 
tions contained in the above recited act, and with 


. the explanatory provisions of the preceding sec- 
| tions of this act.” 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama said, as he had intro- 
duced the original bill, he would take occasion to 
explain its objects and effects, together with the 
amendment last proposed, in all of which he most 
fully concurred. He said the prir ci- 
ples of the policy had been so often discussed, and 
were so well understood, that he would not detain 


| the Senate by a formal argument in their support; 


he should principally confine himself to a mere 
Statement of the effect and operation of the dif- 
ferent provisions, and a few facts drawn from the 
General Land Office, showing thé results of the 
late pre-emption law, now proposed to be revived 
‘and extended.: ees í 
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i of proper nourishment and ordinary comforts, from 
i 


359 
Senate. 


amr E 
So a 


Mr. C. then proceeded to state that much of the 
public land had been settled and improved, at the 
passage of the act of 22d June, 1838, which had 
not then b'en surveyrd. Consequently, settlers, 
not know:ng the boundaries of the different sec- 
tions, and quarter sections, had not had it in their 
power to confine their improvements within a sin- 
gle tract; but, when the lines were run, they fre- 
quently found their dwellings upon one quarter 
section, when their farms or plantations were whol- 
ly on another. By the late law, the right of pre- 


| emption was Iestricted to those who occupied by 


personal residence; and under sts operation, the 
settler would be confined to the quarter section, on 
which his cabin happened to be situated, and cut 
off from all his most valuab'e improvements. 
To those who were acquainted with the mode of 
building in a new country, the hardship of the 
case would at once be apparent; and, he said, he 
could assure those who were not, that the dwellings 
of those settlers of the wilderness were real ‘‘log 
cabins,” in many instances not worth twenty dol- 
lars, while the opening the farm, building the 
fences, ahd reducing wild land to a state of cultiva- 
tion, had cost much hard labor and expense. It 
was to remedy such hardships, ari-ing under the 
law as it stood, that the fir-t section of the bill pro- 
vided “that in all cases when a settler on the pub- 
lic lands may reside, or have his dwelling house, 
upon one quarter section, and cultivate land on 
another and different quarter section, such settler 
may make his election, under the act to which this 
is a supplement, to enter either of said quarter sec- 
tions, or legal subdivisions of each, so as not to 
exceed one quarter section in all.” 

Mr. C. said it was obviously the intention of 
Congress to give ihe settler the right of securing his 
improvements, which were the foundation of the 
privilege granted by the acf; and it was manifest 
that without the provision contained in this sec- 
tion, that intention would be defeated, or, at all 
events, the se‘tler, in many instances, would lose 
his most valuable improvements. 

Again, said Mr. C. under the law of 1838, as it 
is construed, however much time, labor, or money, 
a man may have expended, in making an improve- 
ment upon the public land, if he had rented it to 
another for a limited period, under a contract en- 
titling him to possession at the end of the term, but 
was not “personally residing thereon” at the pas- 
sage of the act, and for ‘four months next preced- 
ing,” he would lose his privilege ‘of pre-emption. 
Indeed, he said, as he understood the construction 
placed upon the law, in such a case, neither the 
lessor nor lessee would obtain a pre-emption. Mr. 
C. said this was another case of hardship and in- 
justice not foreseen at the pass ge of the law, and 
brought about by introducing the words, “by 
personal residence thereon,” just before the en- 
grossment of the bill, and without maturely 
weighing their effect. Now, in the case stated, 
the meritorious consideration had been per- 
formed by the lessor; he had encountered the hard- 
ships and privations of going into a wilderness, 
felling the forest, reducing it to cultivation, and 
rendering it productive, making roads, and facili- 
tating the sale'of the public domain—is it just that 
such a man shall be deprived of his privilege of 
pre-emption, because he happened, at the passage 
of the act, and for a short time previous, to be out 
of personal possession?’ He said he persuaded 
himself that every Senator would respond in the 
negative. Atall eventsthe Government had re- 
ceived the consideration of the’ privilege granted 
to others—an improvement had been made, and fa- 
cilities afforded for the settlement of the country. 
Some person was entitled to a pre-emption—either 
the man who madé the improvement, or the one 


who was in possession at the passage of the act, 
p P E thought 


own labor, built the cabins, cleared the 
it, was the more meritorious ¢ n An thal 
andhe had, therefore, framed the bill with tha 
view. He said, moreover, it was conformable to 
the spirit and principles of the common law, 
which held- a lessee estopped to gainsay the title or 
right of his Jandiord. But it would be for the 
Senate to say which was entitled; and however 
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they might decide, he should endeavor, as his 
habit wes, to acquiesce with as good a grace as pow- 
sible. If the friends of the measure preferred it, 
the bill might be so moditied, as to permit the 
lessor and lessee to enter the quarter section joint- 
ly, and divide it between them. He thought it ap- 
parent that some such provision was neceszary to 
carry out the beneficent purposes of the act; and if 
the section should be deemed imperfect in the form 
it stvod, be hoped it would not be whelly rejected 
or stricken out, but modified, and passed in some 
better shape. 

The third section, Mr. C. said, was intended to 
provide for another class of settlers, whose rights 
had not been properly considered or provided for 
in the original act. Large portions of the public 
domain, settled at its passage, had not then been 
surveyed. Consequently, no one could know on 
what particular section he was expending his la- 
bor. When the surveys were made—which had 
not been done in Alabama until within a few 
months past—many of the seltlers found them- 
selves on sixteenth sections, which all knew had 
been reserved by the compacts with the new States, 
on their admission into the Union, for the support 
of township schools. This section of the bill was 
intended to relieve, to some extent, such as were so 
deprived of the benefits of the Jaw, by authorizing 
them ‘o enter at the minimum price any other 
quarter section of the public lands, lying in the 
same Jand district, to which no other person has 
the right of pre-emption, on making satisfactory 
proof of his or her residence as aforesaid, on such 
sixteenth section, before the register and receiver of 
the land office of said district ” 

Mr. C. said there was no new principle contain- 
ed in this section; laws had been repeatedly passed 
extending the same privileze to those who had lost 
their improvements under like circumstances. Laws 
had been passed at former sessions for a number 
of years, extending the right of pre-empticn (in some 
instances even making donations) to those who had 
been deprived of the opportunity of securing their 
improvements, by grants of the Jand on which they 
had settled to an Indian tribe, as well as for other 
purposes. With this privilege, he said, ihe indivi- 
dual lost all the labor he had bestowed on his origi- 
nal settlement, and got nothing in retura, except 
protection from speculators: this section would en- 
able him to purchase a new home at the minimum 
price, without encountering the hazards of a sale 
at auction. 

The fourth section merely extended the same 
privilege to settlers ‘con any public land, before its 
selection by any State, for the purposes of a semi- 
nary of learning, under any act of Corgress au- 
thorizing such selection,” &c. What he had said 
of the justice and expediency of section three was 
equally applicable to this section, and need not be 
repeated. He thought every provision to which 
he had called the atiention of the Senate, went to 
remedy manifest defects in the pre-emption Jaw of 
June 1838, and was indispensable to give it a fair 
and equal operation; hence he could expect little 
opposition from any quarter. 

Mr. C. then proceeded to remark upon the 
amendment offered by his friend from Michigan, 
[Mr. NorveLL,] with the sanction, and under the 
instructions, of the Committee on the Public Lands. 
It was intended as an additional section, to conti- 
nue in force the act of June 22d, 1838, for two 
years beyond its present limitation, which was the 
22d of June next. 

Mr. C. maintained that experience had Lully es- 
tablished the policy, as well as the justice, ot the 
pre-emption system. To those who had turned 
their attention to the history of the last ten years, 
no argument was necessary to establish this posi- 
tion. He said he regretted, however, that Sena- 
tors did not more generally examine the documeats 
upon this subject which had from time to time 
been laid upon their desks, and become more fa- 
miliar with the facts they developed. He knew 
ihat it was not in the power of every gentleman, 
consistently with other, and perhaps more pressing, 
duties, to devote sufficient time to the examination 
of this subject; and he would therefore detain the 
Senate by the statement of a few facts, shown by 
those documents, which he thought shouid be satis- 


factory to every mind. He would give such refe- 
rences as would enable Senators to test his accu- 
racy, and detect any error he might inadvertently 
commit. 

Mr. C. said it would be recollected that, in Jan- 
uary, 1838, the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office had made a reperi, exh biting a very 
full view of the results cf the cash sy-tem, for 
selling the public lands, from its commencement in 
1820, up to the last of September, 1437. Amongst 
other things, that report showed the quantity of 
public lands offered for sale, the quantity sold, the 
amount paid by purchasers, and the average price 
per acre of the lands sold in each year, for the 
whole period he had mentioned. ‘The general 
average price of the whole quantity sold during 
nearly eighteen years, was but $1 27.4-5 per acre; 
nor was this result produce{ by the pre-emption 
laws, as the document referred to abundantly 
proved. He said, for the first ten years of the 
cash system, there was no pre-emption law, except 
some special acts of very limited operation. The 
first general pre-emption law was passed on the 
29th May, 1830, and the report ef the Commis- 
sioner showed that the averege price of several 
preceding years was lower than that before stated, 
asthe result of the whole period. For instance, 
in 1824, the last year of President Monrce’s admi- 
nistration, the average price of al! the land sold 
was but $1 27 per acre. Again: fer all the lands 
sold in 1828 ana 1829, the last two years of Presi- 
dent J. Q. Adams’s administration, and the two 
years immediately preceding the enactment of the 
first general pre-emption law, the average price 
was but $1 26 per acre for each year. The fol- 
lowing -year, (1830,) and the first of the pre emp- 
tion system, the average price continucd at $1 26 
per acre; and it had never been as low, except one 
year afterwards, up to September, 1837, inclusive. 
Now, said Mr. C. these tacts prove conclusively 
that the right of pre-emption, as it existed, almost 
uninterruptedly, for the first eight years, did not 
reduce the average price ot the publ’c lands, ner 
diminish the receipts into the Treasury. 

But, said Mr. C. for my own satisfaction, and 
that of others, L was desirous to test the system 
still further; and therefore calied on the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, in January last, 
to furnish me a statement, exhibiting results under 
the pre-emption law, now in force, which went 
into operation on the 22d June, 1838. lt had then 
been in operation more than nineteen months. The 
total number of acres sold during that period, at 
auction and by private entry, was 6,952,644—pro- 
ducing the eggregate sum of $8,773,002 10—at 
the average price of $1 26.18 per acre. Gentle- 
men will please to bear in mind, said Mr. C. that 
these sales occurred during the period of as much 
embariasment as our country has ever kno Yn; 
when the banks were crippled, and contractions of 
their circulation and discounts continually going 
on; and the whole of those seven millions of dollars 
(to speak in round numbers) paid in gold and silver, 
except, perhaps, a very small proportion in Trea- 
sury notes. Yet, he said, the general average was 
a fraction higher than that of the two prosperous 
years of 1828 and 1829, before the enactment of 
the first law that ever gave a general preference to 
settlers. 

To pursue the statement of the Commissioner 
still farther—for he said he was disposed to give a 
fair and candid view of the subject in all ils bear- 
ings—it appeared that the aggregate quantity of 
land sold at auction was but 1,875,854 acres; and 
taking the auction sales exclusively, the average 
price was but $1 29.38 per acre. Mr. C. said the 
same statement showed the whole amount paid by 
pre-emptors was $941,214 13—consequently, the 
whole quantity ot land sold under the present law, 
granting pre-emption rights, was but 752,972 acres 
—less than one-half the quantity sold at auction, 
and less than one-sixth of the quantity purchased 
by private entry. Yet, he said, estimating the pur- 
chasers to average one for every 80 acre tract, (but 


they were doubtless more numerous,) and the num- | 


ber would be 9,412 purchasers under the pre-emp- 

tion law—he had no doubt they might safely be 

put down at ten thousand, in round numbers. 
Now, said Mr. C. here are 10,000 freemen— 


poor, but honest; hardy, industrious, and enterpris- 
ing citizens, who have been protected against the 
frauds, impositions, and exactions of bands of 
heartless speculators, and secured in the just en- 
jeyment of the improvements wrought cutin the 
wilderness, by the labor of their own hads. Can it 
be possible that an American statesman can be 
found willing to withhold this shield cf protection 
from these bold and enterprising pioueers, who Lave 
so often proven, by their courage and patriotism, 
that they they consiitute a cordon of impregnable 
defence for our extensive inland frontie:? Is 
there an individual of any description, whe regards 
the welfare of his fellow-man, who, for the paliry 
difference of one or two cents an acre, would be 
willing to jeopard the security and welfare of ten 
thousand families, and perhaps bresk up and dis- 
perse them in search of new homes in the wilder- 
ness, or compe’ them tu become tenants and hum- 
ble dependants upon wealthy Jenlords? He said 
Senators well answer ihe e questions by their 
votes; he coult not anticipate that any ene would, 
with such facts before them, deny the sewer the 
privilege of pre-emption. 

Another reason for continuing the pre-emption 
law in force, as proposed by the last amendment, 
(Mr. ©. said) was that large tracts of country, 
settled at the passage of the act, were not then 
surveyed, nor had they been until very recently. 
This was especially the case as regarded the Che- 
rokee country of Alabama, which had been very 
recently surveyed, and the township plats not yet 
returned to the General Land Office. He was as- 
sured that the same might be sail as to other 
parts of the country. In all such instances the 
settlers would have too litle time to make their 
proof, and enter and pay for their lands before the 
law would expire. There could be no objec.ion to 
extending the cperation of the act, when it was 
recollected that the President could tix a period to 
the indulgence in three months, at any time he 
might think proper to issue his proclamation for 
the sale of the lands in any district; for by the 
terms of the law, if the setler did not make satis- 
factory proof of his right, and enter and pay for 
his quarter section, before the day appointed for its 
sale at auction, he lost his privilege. 

Mr. C. said, in regard to so much of the section 
as extended the right of pre-emption to those who 
might be settlers at the passage of the act, he 
thought enough had been said to prove that the 
Government would lose nothing, even in’a pecuni- 
ary point of view; in other respects much weuld be 
saved. Without the protection of such a law, 
combinations of speculators, who always attended 
sales at auction, would buy the improvement of 
the settler over his head, and compel him to pay 
for the increased value he had given the land by 
his own labor, or abandon the home he had selected 
and cherished. The Government would gain no- 
thing. The settler, with his limited means, would 
be deterred from entering into competition with 
large capitalists, at auction; conscious of his ina- 
bility for such acontest, he would stand by and 
see his land bid off by the speculator, at the mini- 
mum price, or little‘above it, and perhaps submit 
to the extortion of an enormous profit, sooner than 
remove with his family. Would this benefit the 
Government? By no means. On the contrary, it 
lessened the little capital, and crippled the ener- 
gies of the cultivator of the soil; its tendency was 
to retard the improvement of the country, and les- 
sen its resources. Such a policy seemed to Mr. C. 
as unwise as it would be unfeeling. 

Mr. C. said there was one class cf settlers in the 
State which he had the honor in part to represent, 
who would be embraced by the amendment under 
consideration, if adopted, and whose claims, he 
thought, would be recognised by almost any West- 
ern man. He alluded to a considerable number, 
perhaps several hundred, in the territory acquired 
under the late treaty with the Cherokees, who had 
been settlers before the passage of the pre-emption 
law of 1838, but lost their rights by temporary ab- 
sence. They were brave and generous men, im- 
p'lled by patriotism and sympathy for their suffer- 
ing fellow-citizens in Florida, who had volunteered 
their services for six months, in the fall of 1837, in 
a regiment raised in that part of Alabama, and 
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were absent fighting the battles of their country 
with the Seminoles, until atter the four months 
next preceding the passage of the pre-emption law, 
had more than halt expired. They could not come 
forward and swear, nor get any other person to 
swear for them, that they were “actual settlers” of 
a quarter seetion of the public land, “by personal 
residence thereon, at the time of the passage of the 
act, and for four months next precedifg;” conse- 
quently, meritorious as all must atmit them to be, 
they would lose the protection of the law, and be 
turned over to the tender mercies of the speculator. 
Is there a man who would refuse the protecting 
shield of a pre-emption law to such a citizen? 

Mr. C. said he had given the case of those brave 
and patriotic men by way of illustration. There 


were doubliess many analogous cases; for, when | 
did their country need the services of such men, in | 


the West, or the Southwest, that hundreds and 
thousands, if necessary, did not rally at her call, 
and freely peril life and fortune in her defence? 
For such men we ask the privilege of pre-emption, 
to the limited extent of one quarter section, at the 
minimum price, noi asa donation, but at the same 
price which you receive from others. Will the 
Government of their country deny it to them?:The 
fate of this bill will answer the questicn. £ 


. OF NEW YORK; 
In the House of Representatives, 

Whole, March 19, 1840—On fhe 
-the issue of five millions of Polldrs of Treasury 

notes. { 
Mr. VANDERPOEL said: fie 
eiproeated the sentiment of 
gentleman from Massachus¢y¥s, [Mr. Cu:H1Na,] 
that the House was now abof to enter upon the 
business uf the country. Heéwished, in connection 
with this feeling, he could indulge the hope that 
the courteous tone, ihe parliamentary and conci- 
liatory manner with which that gentleman had 
discussed the subject before this committee, were 
aa earnest of the spirit with which debates would 
hereafter be condacted here. Then would we 
have the agreeable assurance that this hall was no 
longer to be a stage for the display of party viru- 
lence, but a place where gentlemen meet to delibe- 
rate impartially upon the momentous interests of a 
great nation. Yes;he hoped our future pregress 
here would prove that we have, in truth and good 
earnest, entered upon the business of the country— 
that we are content to let President-making alone 
for a while, instead of using every subject, great or 
small, as a boek on which to suspend speeches for 
that purpose— that the cacoethes loquendi which had 
80 sorely afflicted the other side of the House, 
would abate of its violence. Let the gentleman 
from Ohio {Mr. Duncan] continue the diary 
which amused and instructed us so much a few 
months ago, showing the comparative number 
of Whig and Democratic speeches with which our 
Precious time had been absorbed; let the majority 
on this floor, within this week, for the first time 
clearly established, be intent on action rather than 
on talking, and thus avoid the responsibility inci- 
dent to the undue protraction of the session, and 
the neglect of the pablic business. As yet we have 
done comparatively nothing. Nearly four months 
of the session have already elapsed, and in what 
way have we advanced the interests of those who 
sent us here? All who have any practical know- 
ledge of legislation, are well aware that it is in the 
power of minorities to prevent, or, at all events, to 
stave off, definitive and efficientaction. Intermi- 
nable speeches, and constant calls ef yeas and 
nays, are expedients to which, driven to despera- 

tion, they ever resort, for purposes of annoyance 
if not with the hope of defeating favorite measures 
of the majority. Whether recourse had been had 
to such means here, and for any exceptionable pur- 
pose, it was not bis (Mr. V’s) province to say. He 
would let close observers of our past and future 
proceedings, and the diary of the gentleman from 

Ohio, respond to this point. 

It was with great reluctance that he now laid a 
claim to a share of the attention of the House. 
His connection with the committee which reported 


ost cordially re- 
expressed by the 


the bii] under consideration, was his apology for ob- 
truding himself upon it, at this time. He felt no 
interest or solicitude in regard to the bill, that should 
not be common to every gentleman who wished to 
see the hitherto unsuspected credit of this Govern- 
ment preserved; to see all its lawful engagements 
faithfully met and promptly fulfitled. In the re- 
maiks he intended to submit, he would not feel 
ealled unon, or even authorized, to take that uncir- 


cumseribed range in which the gentlemen of the : 


H. of Reps. 


Opposition, that had preceded him, had seen fit to | 


indulge. 
that had reported the bill, he decmed it most com- 
patible witn his duty to confine himself to the sub- 
ject on the chairman’s table. With that subject, 
the Florida war, the Specie Circular, the American 


system, the Sub-Treasury biil, the life and adven- , 


tures of General Harrison, Amos Keudall, the fa- 


vored Ohio newspapers, had not, as he could per- | 
ceive, any legitimate connection; and therefore he |; 


would take the liberty of waiving, for the present, 
the discussion of any of those favorite topies. 
They had been pressed into the service, net with 
the view of affecting the vote of the bill under con- 
sideration, butin the hope that they would exert an 
influence on the great issue to be tried in Novem- 
ber next. 

Should the friends of the Administration under- 
take to answer all the long diatribes daily uttered 
against it, it would be vain to think of transacting 
any public business, of executing any of the du- 
ties that devolve upon us kere, not as President ma- 
kers, but as law makers. I have long thought, how- 
ever, that there is aconsoling, a labor-saving consi- 
deration connected with the extreme impetuosity 
with which our adversaries are pushing the battle; 
and it is this; that this eternal hue and cry at all 


| times, and on all cecasions, against the Adminis- 


“tration, carries its own antidote with it; that these 
everlasting denunciations have become harmless 
from their very extravagance and frequency; that 
this host of alarmists which is always vociferating 


“wolf, wolf,” will scarcely be able to gain cre- . 


dence, or excite alarm, when the real rabid animal 


As an humble member of the committee | 


recent struggles, attempted, to succeed. Their only 
hope is to rise into power over the prostrate inte- 
resis of their country, believing that the great 
masses of the people have not sense or sagacity 
enough to perceive and understand the true causes 
of these temporary reverses that occasionally 
overtake communities, nations, and individuals. 

Gentlemen have avery summary way of dispos- 
ing ef the point, that most of our great interests 
are now in a very depressed condition. They tell 
us very flippantly that the past policy of the Ad- 
ministration has produced our low prices; and cal- 
oulate upon the ignorance of the people, their ina- 
bility to perceive the trath, to gain credence to 
their unfounded assertioas. This low estimate of 
the good sense and sagacity of the people has al- 
ways been a distinguishing trait in the character of 


n that party, whch, under every name and every 


mages his appearance. To scold is “the voca- — 


on,” sir; and let us not, my Democratic friends, 
like them, here constantly entrench upon the pro- 
vince of old womeu; our cause does not require 
this dereliction of our higher and more appropriate 
duties, 

The bill proposes to authorize the Secretary of 
the Treasury to issue five millions of dollars of 
‘Freasury notes, 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, and supported 


by a majority of the Committee of Ways and . 
Means, on the supposition that the resources for ; 


the whole year would probably be sufficient to 
cover the necessary appropriations for the year; 
but that it was necessary thus to anticipate the 
revenue that would fall due towards its close, as 
the larger payments will be required in the spring, 
whereas the larger receipts will probably come in 
during the latter part of the year. The object of 
‘the b.ll, then, is to provide for a deficiency that may 
possibly occur in the earlier part of the year, 


The measure was recommended 


flag, has so Jong sirugglvd to put down the Demo- 
cracy of the country. ‘They believe that the people 


' can be tickled with a straw er charmed with a rat- 


tle, and therefore invariably approach them with 
catching words and clap-trap experiments, in- 
stead of appealing to their sound reason and sober 
judgment. Kt is, sir, in accordance with this spi- 
r:tof their nature and constitution, that they now 
imagine, that the senseless cry of “log cabin and 
hard cider” will gain more proselytes to their cause 
than frank and honest expositions of their political 
principles. But what renders this expedient the 
more contemptible, is the fact, that in this instance, 
ithas not the least justification in truth. It is no 
disparagement to their candidate that he inhabits a 
princely mansion on the Ohio; that he can boast a 
splendid income and a correspondent style of living; 
facts which every gentleman here full well knows; 


'| butit is an insult to the American people to violate 
` the truth for the purpose of recommending to them 


a candidate for the highest office in their gift, on 
the ground that he lives in a log cabin and drinks 
hard cider. 

Let us return, sir, to the distress which now per- 
vades our country. Let us inquire into its causes, 
and see who are the authors of the calamities 
which the people are now suffering. I grant, sir, 
that the prices of every species of property are 


' comparatively low—lower than they have been for 


in the hope that enough will be derived from ordi- ` 


nary sources, in the latter part, to cover the amount 
proposed: to be raised. This is the length and 
breadth of the bill, ia the discussion of which, every 


Ue cry ef panic makers and bank advocates—is 
again rung through our ears. I confess, sir, I am 
not a li tle disappointed that it is not an octave or 
two higher than it was during the memorable panic 
war of 1834; but the iil success with-which it was 
then echoed and re-echeed by this same party 
through the land, has, perhaps, served as an ad- 
monition to them not again to dole out with too 


much confidence their hypocritical jeremiads over ` 
Sir, it isthe : 
old song of that old enemy, which the true friends : 
of the nation have met, and as often discomfited, in ` 
every guise and every form; a party, which has . 


the alleged. downfall of the country, 


been truly said only to rise as its country sinks. 
Upon the strength and merit of their own princi- 
ples they can never hope, they have not, in their 


, of business, 
` Sir, 


several years past; but I challenge gentlemen to 
show any legitimate connection between this de- 
pression of prices and any measures of this or the 
past Administration of the General Government. 
Sir, I assert, and can show that this depression has 
resulted from causes for which the past and pre- 
sent Administrations are not only not respensible, 
but which, while they have ever found favor with 
the Opposition, have always encountered the hos- 
tility of that great party which now is, and has for 
the last twelve years been, in the ascendant. Be- 
fore | advert to these causes, I will venture a sin- 
gle question, to which the public mind, at least, if 
not this House, will give a most ready response. 
Suppose the Independent Treasury bill had, last 
year, or two years ago, become a law; is there 
a doubt that that pariy which defeated its 


| passage would now have ascribed the pre 


sent depression of prices and stagnation 
exclusively to that measure? 


they would not have permitted us to 


| look at any other cause; we would have been 
topic has been introduced which. gentlemen ima- |. 
gine could have the remotest bearing bpon the . 
the great Presidential contest, upon which they © 
have so turiously entered. Ruin, 1uin—the old bat-. . 


told, in most lugubrious accents, that the banks 
had all been crippled, not by their own mad and 
imprudent career, but by the alarming measures o 

the Government; that they bad been obliged to. 
draw ia their circulation, coutract the currency, 
and refuse further aid to the community, because 
the Government was constantly drawing from them 
their specie. The hard money policy of the Go- 
vernment, earried into practical operation, would 
then have been said to have destroyed all the sus- 
pended banks; then, instead of eulogies on log 
cabins and hard cider, anathemas against the dia- 
bolicat Sub-Treasury would have been the Ho 
of the day. Doesany gentieman here doubt do 
But the Sub-Treasury has not yet become a bli : 
the banks themselves do not pretend that the public 
revenues of the country have been coleen me 
manner calculated to operate oppressive y Hae 
them; they have suffered no persecution or moes- 
talion from the Government, and yet all the evils 


$62 


26ru Cona... Isr. SESS. 


and disaste:s that Whig ill.berality and mendacity 
would have cherzed to the Independent Treasury, 
had it passed into a law, have overtaken us; the 
banks of mere than halt the Union have suspended 
specie payments; they have contracted their cicu- 
lation from the begest point of expansion 
to the extremest ebb of contraction; prices 
have falen in proportion to the diminution 
of the currency. Commerce, agiiculure, ma- 
nufaetures, in short, every interest is suffering, and 
yet no Sub-Treasury law has been enacted. No 
such scape-goat for the bitter fruits of Whg mea- 
sures and Whig policy has yet been created. He 
as cordially hoped, as he confidently believed, that 
the Indeperdent Treasury bill would become a law 
before the termination of this sessicn cf Congress. 
Now was the time to give ita fair tial—now that 
the interests of the country were thus depressed, 
that confidence was ces'rcyed, and now that all 
men, save utterly reckless po'iticians, regarded 
some re-training power upou the mad spirit of spe- 
culation and gambling which had brought us to he 
present crisis, an object of indispensable necessity. 
Had it pas-ed a year ago, it could not have arresi- 
ed the downward tendency ef things, then in fuil 
progress. The disease was too deeply rooted to 
yield to any reasonable remedies. We may hope 
that it has now nearly run its conrse, and it sure 
behooves us to adopt some expedient calculated to 
prevent the recurrence of such severe and convu!s- 
ing maladies. That the In jepenvent Treasury plan 
is the most efficacious one within var constitution- 
al province, I may possibly undertake to demon- 
strate, when that measure shall fairly come before 
us. 
Sir, it has long been with me a source of the 
most profound regret, to perceive the facility with 
which som- men attribute every pecuniary pres- 
sure that overtakes the country, every visitation of 
misfor:une, to the Gavernment With such men, 
Government seems to be every thing; the industry, 
enterprise, and frugality of the citizen, nothing. 
If famine or pestilence should staik through 
the land; if unpropitious seasons should prevent the 
earth from yielding its accustomed fruit; such men 
wou'd be wicked ani foo!l-hardy enough to attri- 
bute the suffering consequent upon such calamities, 
even to the bung ing and mismanagement of the 
Government. This disposition is of recent o:izin; 
it is coeval with modern Fe feral, National Repab- 
lcan, Nationa! Bank Whigery, aod wel! accords 
with the princip'es of a party which believes that 
it is the province of Government, at least, to make 
the rch richer, if not the peor porer. One great 
distinguishing feature between the two grca! par- 
hes of ovr country, is their com) arative estimate 
not only of the powers, bat cf th: duties of Go- 
vernment. The modern Whiz believes that Go- 
vernment should do every thing; that it should be 
the grea agent in augmenting the wealth of in- 
dividuals, and promoting the prosperily of the 
country. The Democrat be'ieves that Govern- 
ment should not be tro intermeddling anl cbtru- 
sive; that when it has pro ected the citizen in the 
pursuit of his honest industry, it has performed us 
main office; in short, that the least government, 
censistent with the enjoyment of life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness, the better. The despot 
pushes his Goverament in'o all the ramified inte 
rests of his subjects. The Federal Whig leoks to, 
or worships it as the source, the dispenser of spe- 
cial favors and exclus:ve privileges to the few; the 
Democrat fears, that when that which was insti- 
tuted merely for the protection of all, and at the 
expense of all, becomes to be generally regirded 
as the means of working wealth to the community, 
the Republican spirit, the true conservative pritci- 
ple of our institutions, is on the wane, inasmach 
as the citizen begins to recozn'se other ergines of 
wealth than talent, indastry, frugality, and enter- 
prise. 

Icome now, sir, directly te the question, what 
has produced the expansion and contraction cf 
prices which we have witnessed within the last 
seven years? Are the fluctuations and revulsions 
from whi-h so many interests are how suffering, 
chargeable to the policy of the past and present Ad- 
m:nistrations? I take issue with gentlemen, and 
say that not one of their acts is obnoxious to such 
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cen-ure; but that the main and primary cause of 
these events may be found in the desperate doings 
of that huge moneyed power, with which, a short 
time ago, our country was overshadowed. I mean, 
sir, the main cause, so far as purely domestic in- 
fluences are concerned in this matter; for as the dis- 
tress which has overtaken us pervades the whole 
commercial world, and particularly those parts of 
it with which our interesis are so closely inter- 
woven, it would be wrong to attribule our present 
dis2sters to causes that have peculiarly or mainly 
originated athome. It is well to remark that these 
disasters are not confined to our own country; and 
it is equally well to remark, that they have at- 
tained the r greatest height in those countries where 
the most p:per muney is tolerated. We rank first 
in this par:icnlar—next to us, England. 

The smallest note of the Bank oi England is 
five pounds sterling, equal to about twenty-three 
dollars; and the smallest note of the Bank of 
France :s five hundred francs, equal to one hundred 
dollars. The consequence is, that as to all sums 
uuder these amounts, the channels of circulation 
are filled wita gold and silver, the value of which 
never fluctuates. It is fixed and certain over the 
whele world. For all the ordinary every day pur- 
poses of life, then, the currency of France, and 
even Eogland, is gold and silver. Paper is only 
used for larger and mcre extraordinary transac- 
tions. What is the consequence? Prices are more 
fixed and permanent than wi'h us, because the me- 
dium by which the value of commodities is mea- 
sured is more fixed and permanent. What is the 
state of things in regard to currency here? Our 
currency ix chiefly paper; yes, paper to the deno- 
mination of bills of asingle dollar! We are, in 
truth, the most perfectly shinptastered nation on 
earth; and our prices, in consequence, are ever va- 
rying, ever fluctuating. Sometimes your banks 
throw out their issues freely; and then at once, 
noder the influence of panic, or other causes, they 
suddenly contract them. J need not stop to dilate 
upon the effect of these constantly recurring con- 
tractions and expansions, The most superficial 
observer must perceive, that the standard by 
which the value of property is measured is con- 
stantly varying. At one time your yardstick 
was six feet long; at another, only two feet 
Mr. V. sad he had long foreseen this depression of 
prices. He had warned many of his neighbors of 
it three years ago; he had admonished them not to 
run heavily in debt for lands, at the prices then de- 
manded; that the banks were ext-nded to their ut- 
most tension; that the natural laws of trade, in the 
absence of all other causes, would soon compel 
inem to curtail; that the prices of every article 
would consequently fall, as paper money dimi- 
n'shed; and tnat it was utterly impossible to main- 


tain any thing like permanency in the valne of | 


property, without a larger infusion of the precious 
metais into our circulation. Let the present state 
of things tell whether my predicti-ns have been 
verified. 


A word more, sir, as to the domestic causes of 


the distrees from which the great interests of our 
country a'e now suffering. Who, that has paid 
due attention to the progress of events within the 
last seven years, can doubt that these causes have 
been mainly overbanking and overtrading, and the 
struggle made by the United States Bank to force 
the country into its recharter. Let us retrace the 
past a little: Those who had acted with him here, 
during the panic session of 1834, need not be remind- 
ed of the lamentations and petitions then constantly 
poured into our ears. The public deposites had been 
removed from the Bank of the United States, 
and placed in certain State banks. The former, 
with all its minions and dependants, at once raised 
the cry that the “Great Regulator” must contract 
its loans and issues to the detriment of all the great 
interests of the country, unless the public de posites 
were restored to her. Petitions from every quar- 
ter poured ın upon us to restore the deposites. The 
mammoth Bank, under pretence of self-preserva- 
tion, was constantly turning the screw and draw- 
ing from all sides the most piteous notes of distress. 
This hall, sir, was, for seven long months, a huge 
panic factory, where, day after day, materials of 


‘| alarm were produced, and thence sent forth to the 
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people. We were told by the Bank and its friends, 
here and elsewhere, that the restoration of the de. 
posites was the only real panacea for the evils that 
afi ted us; that without 1t, the Bank must curtail 
and compel the State banks to curtail, until bank- 
ruptcy and ruin would overwhelm the whole coun- 
try. The State banks took the alarm and con- 
tracted their issues to a point well calculated to ag- 
gravate the general dismay. Sr, the panic war 
was waged with a determination and v'gor which 
those who were engaged in resisting it wili not soon 
forget. Congress adjourned, and the object for 
which that war was declared, was not attained. 
We, who had forseven months stood the fire of bank 
artillerv, returned to our homes in the month of 
July, 1834, with the belief that it was at least 
shora of its capability for further mischief. We 
had hardly reached our homes, sir, when our eyes 
were astounded with a leuer to a committee of 
New York merchants, informing them that the 
Bank could now loan many millions of dollars ! 
this same Bank, which, for the preceding seven 
memhs, while waging a panic war against Con- 
gress and the country, had pretended to be obliged, in 
self-defence, to curtail its issues and distress the 
community. It began to extend according to its 
promise, and the State banks, as the gamesters 
would say, “followed suit.” In the state of fear, 
which had so recently seized the latter, they had 
not the courage to expand, without the example of 
her who claimed the power of controlling them and 
of regulating the currency of the country. She 
sat the pernicious example and they followed it. 
All at once, the land was flooded with paper 
money, and with it came all its concomitants of 
high, uanatural prices, a mad spirit of speculation, 
a geceral disposition to secure wealth by a single 
operation, instead of delving and working for it for 
years, as our fathers had been accustomed to do. 
Ycur public domain was at once the object of un- 
precedented speculation; town and city lots were sold 
by the foot in places formed and doomed by na- 
ture for nought but the everlasting abode of the 
frog and the all:gator; importations swelled from 
one hundred and eight millions of dollars in 1833, 
to one hundred and ninety millions in 1836; the 
proceeds from the sales of the public lands swelled 
from about four millions of dollars annually, to 
more than twenty-four millions in 1836; the prices 
of land, produce, necessaries of life, every thing 
was inflated to a point it had never a'tained before. 
All were rushing forward under the highest and 
most feverish excitement, and amid the extragance 
and intoxication of fancied wealth, how few looked 
deeply enough into causes to see that all this pros- 
perity was evanescent and illusory ! The fruit of 
this overaction was an immense surplus revenue; 
this was deposited with the State banks and formed 
the basis of further loans and expansions, which 
again served as the aliments of further ex'ravagance 
and speculation. Piesident Jackson attempted, in 
some measure, to arrest the mad career which the 
commuvity was then running, by causing the fa- 
mous circular to be issued in 1836, which provided 
that nothing but gold and silver should be received 
at the land offices in payment for public lands. It 
had a restaining and most salutary influence, as 
candid men of every party now concede. But 
have any of us forgotten the torrents of abuse 
heaped upon his head for that measure? In 1836, 
you passed an act to distribute among the States, of, 
as was said, deposite” with the States, the immense 
surplus raised by means of this pernicious paper ex- 
pansion, and the spirit of speculation consequent 
thereon. The fund you thus ordered to be distribu- 
ted, had been deposited with the banks,and the banks 
had loaned it to the people, and now called upon 
their debtors for it; the latter were taken by sur- 
prise, as they had invested it in Government lands, 
or city lots. The speculators could not pay the banks, 
and the banks could not promptly pay the Govern- 
ment, and the consequence, so much to be deplored, 
was a suspension of specie payment by every bank 
in the Union. The policy and legislatien of some 
of the States forced them to a speedy resumption. 
The Bank of the United States had recently pro- 
cared a charter from the State of Pennsylvania; on 
the acceptance of which its president boasted that 
it was stronger thanit had ever been before. It was, 
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of course, more efficient than it had ever been, either 
for good or for evil. If able to regu ate the currency 
in by-gone days, it was still mo e competent for this 

ose now, were its ability to be determined by 
its boasted strength. 
prevent a suspension, and was by no means the 
first to return to resumption. In 1838 the banks 
again resumed; and the Bank of the United States, 
instead of exerting à restraining and a salutary in- 
fluence upon the minor institutions, enterei the 
field of speculation, and attempted to control the 
cotton market of the world. The price of cotton 
was raised to a point much higher than it would 
have attained, but for the factitions means which 
served to inflate it. Many of the Southern banks, 
under the lead of -the “Great Regulater,” also 
rashed forward in this career of speculation; and 
what was the finale of all these strange proceed- 
ings? That which now stares you in the face— 
another suspension of specie payments. by the 
banks of more than balf of the Union—the Bank 
of the United States having been the first, cr among 
the first, to perpetrate this second act of mischief 
and insolvency. The banks of New York and New 
England resolved to maintain specie payments; but 
in order to execute this laudable determination, 
they were obliged to con’ract their circulation; and 
to show how effectually they have dene this, it is 
on'y necessary to state that in three months the 
safety fand banks of New York reduced their circu- 
lation twenty milHons of dollars.: With this con- 
traction, this diminution of paper money, prices have 


declined to a point below an actual specie standard; 


produce of every de-cription has fallen in value 
atleast fifty per cent.; the hopes of the farmer, the 
merchant, and the manufacturer, have been disap- 
poitted; and yet I challenge gentlemen to show 
that the Government has been instrumental in 
bringing about this state of things. The true cause 
of the present revulsion, sir, is tbe overactions and 
overissaes of the banks, twice led on, instead of 
being restrained, by that stupendous engine with 
which your modera Whigs have ever béen so ready 
to identify their political fortanes. There she lies: 
betiold her as she is, prosira'e and distrusted, if not 
bankrupt. Do you, gentlemen, still cling to her as 
the safe regulator of the currency of the country? 
Yes, you are wedded to her by acts of past affiliation 
and affection too strong to be able, with good grace, 
now to shake her off. She will stick to you like 
the fabled shirt-of Nessus. She is the author and 
finisher of the mischief you would now fain attri- 
bute to the past and present Administrations. Vain 
and fatile is this attempt to charge us with the dis- 
tress that prevails. The peop'e of this country 
understand where the truth lies. They know what 
is the disease we are now suffering, and: the causes 
of it. They know that the country has been drunk 
with too Jarge dranghts of paper money, and that 
itis now only suffering the pain and depression 
that ever follows over excitement and intexica- 
tion. : 


Sir, said Mr. V. I have been thus diverted from 
the main purpose for which I rose, by the effort 
that has been made to show that the necessity 
that] renders. the power to “issue Treasury notes 
expedient, is the. result of mismanagement or 
“experiments,” as: they’ are- usually termed, 
of the present or past Administration of 
the General Government. I now propese to 
enter directly upon a vindication of the bill under 
consideration. It has been contended with much 
earnestness on the other side, that the President and 
Secretary of the Treasury Kave not treated us fair- 
ly—tbat they did not, at the commencement of the 
session, tell us what the Government woul! proba- 
bly want, and what was the real state of the Trea- 
sary—in sbort; that they mystified or concealed the 
truth.’ With all due deference to gentlemen who 
had advanced this positicn, he would show, from 
the message of the President’ and the annuat re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasary, that both had 
-Most pointedly and emphatically called our arten- 
tion to thé subject upon which we are now legis- 
lating. The copious extracts from the Secretary’s 
‘annual report, made by the chairman of the Ways 
and Means, (Mr. Jones of Virginia,] would’ save 
‘him (Mr. V.) the: necessity of reading many pas 


sages from that able document, to which he would 


It could not, or it would not, ` 


otherwise have called the attention of this commit- 
tee: 

In the annual message of the President, we tind 
the following language: 


“The precautionary measures which will be recommended 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, to protect faithfully the pud- ; 


lic credit under the fluctuations and contingencies to which our 


receipts and expenditures are exposed, and especially in a com- i 
mercial crisis lke the present, are commended to your early : 


consideracion.” 

In order to ascertain what are these ‘“‘precaution- 
ary measures,” you need only refer to that put of 
the report of the Secretary, which may be found 


under the head, “On some permanent safeguard |; 


under fluctuations in receipts and expenditures.” 
Three pages of that able paper are devoted to this 


subject, and conclude by calling our earliest atten- 


tion to legisla'ion upon it. It is due to that able 
and faithful public officer, that I read a few extracts 
from his report. In page 11, he says: 

“Much has at times been wisely done by Congress to supply 
means for meeting unexpected deficiencies. Butall legal pro- 
visions heretofore adopted forthat purpose having expired, our 
financial operations wili be constantly exposed to danger, unlesa 
some permanent safeguard, under contingencies, is established. 

“These circumstances must constitute an apology for once 
more explaining some of the grounds in favor of such a mea- 
sure, and earnestly asking speedy legislation concerning it. 

“The principal sources of our present revenue are sensibly 
affected by the fluctuations, not only in commercial prosperity, 
but in the crops, the banking policy, and credit systems, ofeven 
foreign nations, The influence of these causes seems to be- 
come yearly more changeable and more uncertain in its ex- 
tent’ 

After showing the fluctuations in the receipts in 
past years, the Secretary farther remarks: 

“ All these, and similar considerations in favor of some per- 
manent provision on this subject, apply with still greater force 
than they have heretofore. The available balance inthe Trea- 
sury to facilitate.its operations is much smaller than has for- 
merly been usual. The receipts on the debts still due from 
the banks after two previous disappointments as to some of 
them, must be regarded with increased doubt; and if they should 
be paid within the year, the outstanding Treasury notes hecome 
redeemable in the first half of it, and must be discharged some 
months before the bond ef the United States Bank falls due, in 
September.” - es 

At page 13, he continues: 


“ Why, then, should not a constant safeguard, or some perma- 
nent remedy, under such irregularities, be provided? The 
omission to do this can hardly be considered the true check 
on extragant expenditures, as that check would seem to consist 
rather in a forbearance to make unnecessary appropriations, 
than in a refusal to provide ample means for paying with 
promptitude, under all possible contingencies, what has already 
been appropriated, and has thus received the deliherate sanc- 


tion of Congress. The national pride, no lessthan its honor and . 


credit, appears to be concerned in adopting some measure on 


this subject, stable, efficient, creditable to free institution, and _‘ 


possessing a paramount influence to preserve unspotted the pub- 
lic faith.” 


In conclusion, under this head, he observes: 


“ The Department therefore is now without any resort, tem- 


porary or permanent, in case of material deficiencies; and con: , 


sidering all the circumstances before mentioned, with the dan- 


gerous liability in case to have the whole of the outstanding | 


reasury notes paidin at any mement for public dues, without 
a power remaining to issue others in their stead; considering 
also the present revulsions in the commercial world, which 
affect so seriously the. receipts.from both duties and lands; con- 
sidering the disasters which are befalling the banks, and ren- 
dering our collected funds in some cases wholly unavailable, 
and the advances necessary to be soon made for the large pay- 
ments of pensions and Treasury notes falling due in March, 
the earliest attention to new legislation on this subject, seems 
highly prudent, if not indispensable, for the effectual security 
of the public credit.” 


How can gentlemen, in view of these remarks, 
contend that the attention of Congress was not 
seasonably called to this subject? The Secretary 
not only to!d-us at the commencement of the ses- 
sion, that some provision ought to be made to 
meet contingencies, but enforced this declaration 
with an elaborate and powerfal train of reasoning. 


The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusu- . 


inc} asks why the Committee of Ways and Means 


trath believed that the President and Secretary of 


did not act earlier upon this subject, if they in . 


i 


} 


the Treasury were sufficiently explicit. He- asks, ` 


why wait till after the Secretary of: Treasury had 


gent in his supplemental report, which was com nu- | 
nicated to this House on the 15th-of February. . 
The answer to this inquiry is a very easy : 


one.’ There isa standing rule of this House te- 
quiring the Committee of Ways and Means, within 
thirty days after their appointment, to report the 
general appropriation bills for the civil acd diplo- 
Matie expenses of Government; for the army, for 
the navy, and for the Indian Department, and 
Indian annuities. Yt will be recollected that by 
reason of the contested New Jersey sea's, this 
House “was not organized; by ‘the election of ‘a 
Spear, till the sixteenth of December; that the 


i hends, but that it will be permanent. 


standing committees were not announced till the 
Q7:h day of December, and that not a single peti- 
tion was referred till the fourth day of January 
last. The Committee of Ways and Means was 
not, (in consequence of the absence of the chair- 
man, and other of its members,) convened till 
January had somewhat advanced; and those who 
acted with me on the committee will bear testi- 
mony to the fact, that during the first thirty days 
after our appointment, ovr whole time and aiten- 
tion were devoted to, and engrossed by, those ap- 
propriation bills, which the positive mandate of a 
standing rule of the House compelled us to report 
atonce. The President informs us that he had 
caused the estimates for the present year to be sub- 
jected to the severest scrutiny; and I can assure 
gentlemen, that the Commit‘ee of Ways and 
Means, in reference to the appropriation bills they 
„have reporied, have partaken of the spirit of 
econcn y evinced by the President and the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. Far from acting upon the 
principle of taking every thing they found in the 
estimates for granted, they have subjected them all 
10 a pretty rigid scrutiny. May not these facts 
‘serve as abundant reasons for the delay of which 
the gentleman complains? 

It is then, sir, mostpalpable, that some provision 
to enable the fiscal department vf your Govern- 
ment to meet the inequaht.es in the receipts and 
expenditures of the whole year is nece'sary, and 
that the necessity for such provision was brought to 
our view by the Secretary of the Treasury in his 
annual report. No gentleman has, as yet, differ». 
ed from the Secretary in the opinion that relief of 
some kind is necessary. The only ground hitherto 
urged bythe other side of the House is, that the 
relief proposed by the bill will not be adequate to 
the exigencies of the Government; that the deficit 
will not only be larg r than the Secretary appre- 

To this, Mr. 
V. said, he would only respond, that in legislating 
on a subject of this Yescription, he would not op- 
pose his own opinion to that of an officer whose bu- 
siness it was to understand, not only the probable 
wants of the Government, but to form an estimate 
of what would be its probable seceipts within the 
year; and if he had given too fiattering a view of 
our prospects; if, indeed, it should prove to be ne- 
cessaty hereafter to make some provision fora 
perm: nent dı ficiency, 211 he (Mr. V.) would now 
say was, that “sufficient unto the day was the 
evil thereot.” It would be time enough to provide 
for sich an exigeney, when it should become more 
palpable than it yet seemed to him. He would 
here take occasion to remark that he rejoiced at :he 
sentiment so generally expressed by all sides of the 
House, that the necessary supplies must be fur- 
nished to the Government. He was, indeed, glad 
to see how universal was the feeling that her faith 
must be preserved; that her integrity and fidelity to 
her engagements must always be above suspicion. 
Sad and disastrous upon the credit, not only of it- 
self, but of the States, would be the effect of a 
failure on the part of this Government, to meet its 
lawful engagements. He need hardly say that: 
such a deplorable calamity would prostrate the cres 
dit of all the States, and contribute much towards 
making Republican institutions “a scorn and a by- 
word” among the nations of the earth. God grant 
that such a calamity might never befal us; that 
national faith and national integrity, nay, more, 
that State faith and State integrity, might ever ride 
in safety and triumph even over the bitter and agi- . 
tated waters of party. He hoped never to see the 
day when any one of the States of this Confederacy. 
should consummate her disgrace by repudiating 
her own solemn engagements. l 

If it-be conceded that some relief is necessary to 
the Treasury Department, to enable it to meet m- 
equalities in the receip's and expenditares of the 
whole year, the next question. which naturally 
arises is, what is the best way of attaining D 
lief? One of three modes must pe ian, = ioe 
must issae Treasury notes, negotia ? T 
crease your tariff of duties. Secretary of the 


Treasury asks relief on the assumpion that the 
Apopa oni will not exceed the estimates. That 


these have. been brought down to the. lowest stand- 
ard consistent with the healthful action of the Go- 
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vernment, all candid and intelligent men will feel 


disposed to admit, who will look at them care- 
fally. A remedy cannot, therefore, be sought in a 
reduction of the public expenditures below these 
very reasonable estimates. Will you, then, first 
increase your tariff? A sufficient objection to 
such a mode of proceeding is, that any relief de- 
rivable from this source would not be seasonable. 
The emergency, if any, is a pressing one, and 
could not be relieved by the tardy returns that 
would flow from aa increase of duties. You could 
not, sir, without violating good faith, impose ad:li- 
tional duties upon goods, orders for which, would 
have been forwarded before you would have pass- 
ed a law to that effect. But, apart from this ob- 
jection, I will here take occa:ion to say that I am 
opposed to any interference with the tamff that 
would conflict with the principles of the compro- 
mise act. I would vote for adaty on wines and 
silks beyond the Cape of Gocd Hope. These are 
mere luxuries, and are therefore the more appro- 
priate subjects of laxation. They en‘er only into 
ihe consumption of the rich, and to tax them, and 
proportionably relieve articles that enter into the 
cousamption of all, would be relieving the laboring 
and poorer classes. This I would do, as a perma- 
nent means of raiving revenue, but not for the pur- 
pose of securing the relief which tbe bill under 
consideration contemplates, We are, therefore, in 
my opinion, driven either to a loan, or to the aid 
resulting from the power to issue Treasury notes. 
Secondly, then, will you resort to a Loan? I 
mean a permanent loan, by issuing stock? Icon- 
cur in the sentiment of the gentleman from Vir- 
gina, [Mr. Jones.] in regarding a national debt as 
any thing but a national blessing. ‘There are gen- 
tlemen among us who deem otherwise—who es- 
teem, and ever have esteemed, a national debt a 
great desideratum. I will not say that the prefe- 
rence they now indicate for a loan, results from 
this early and constitutional predilection. A na- 
tional debt is indeed a blessing to the few, but a 
curse to the many. It is “a blessing to brokers, 
stockjobbers, and unwieldy capitalists, who despise 
almost any security, short of the plighted faith of 
the Government. It may prove a blessing, too, to 
the few who wish to grow rich on special protec- 
tion and special favoritism; but to the great work- 
ing middling classes, who are never the recipients 
of special legislative favors, to them, I repeat, a 
national debt is any thing but a Rational blessing, 
Sir, we have, tor the last few years, exhibited to 
the world a proud spectacle—one which cannot but 
do much towards advancing the great cause of Re- 
publican government. l mean, of course, the 
spectacle of a great nation free from debt. Who 
would not hesitate to mar its beauty, by replunging 
into that state to which monarchies and despotisms 
seem ever doomed, and from which we have just 
emerged. Nothing but the most imperious necess.ty 
would justify us in again contracting a national 
debt. I take it for granted, at all events, that 
a loan, as a general rule, is only justifiable when 
there is a clear deficit of means, which it will re- 
quire some very considerable time to supply. If 
the estimates or conjectures uf the Secretary of the 
Treasury be true, that the receipts of the whole year 
will be equal to the expenditures of the whole year, 
and that some means by which the revenue of the 
latter part of the year may be anticipated is all 
that is now necessary, it would surely be prepos- 
terous to resort toa loan at the present period. 
What weuld be the course of a discreet individual 
under simi'ar circumstances? Suppose he owed a 
thousand dollars, which would become due at the 
beginning of the year, with a certainty that he 
would receive, from his own 1esources, more than 
that amount before the termination of the year; 
would he not raise his money on his own role 
rather than effect a permanent loan and mortgage 
his property? Why should Government adopt a 
different course of action? But these considerations 
do not furnish the only o*jections to a permanent 
loan. You are told, and you have no reason to 
doubt, that the relief you now need will, ia all pro- 
pability, be required only fora single year. You 
could not effect a loan by issuing stock redeem- 
able within one, or even two years, without agree- 
ing to pay very high interest. Capitalists will not 


otherwise invest in stocks redeemable within so 
short a peried. If you negotiate a loan, you will be 
subjected to very heavy charges for commissions 
and agencies. ‘These you avoid by adopting 
Treasury notes; for I am informed by gocd 
author:ty, that on the nineteen millions of dollars 
ot Treasury notes issued since the special session 
of 1837, not a farthing has heen paid for ageacies 
or commissions. Another disadvantage at'ending 
a loan is this: if you effect it, you must make one 
transac'ion of it; you must get all your money at 
once; thus paying interest for the greater propor- 
tion long betore you are in want of it. Not so in 
regard to Treasury notes. Your Secretary of the 
Treasury would issue them according to his wants; 
thus avoiding the payment of interest for money 
borrowed in the absence of immediate necessity. 
The average interest om the Treasury notes issued 
since 1837 has not exceed four per cent. per an- 
num, and this only from the petiods at which the 
notes were actually issued. But a still stronger objec- 
tion to a lcan—one tha: should weigh more with 
Southern gentlemen, surely—yet remains to be told. 
By originating a national debt in the shape of a per- 
manent loan, you create the germ for another pro- 
teclive tariff: and I am not a little surprised that a 
propositicn to create such a debt should come from 
the South, from the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Kinc,] who has introdaced an amendment to the 
bil, by which he substituted a loan in the place of 
the power to issue Treasury notes. Had such a 
proposition come from Boston, or Lowell, Mr. V. 
said, he would have thought it all very natural, be- 
cause pretexts for high tariffs and protecting duties 
are there the order of the day; but it really ap- 
peared strange, ‘‘passing strange,” to him, that one 
of the representatives of the cotton growing por- 
tion of the Union should propose the creation of a 
new and permanent national debt. How true it 
was, that wonders would never erase. It is nota 
little strange, too, that it did not occur to the gen- 
leman from Georgia that a loan would fall ex- 
clusively into the hands of Northern or European 
capitalists; whereas Treasury notes would be to the 
South, as well as to all other sections of the coun- 
try, a new medium of exchange and remittance. 

Should you decide against contracting a loan 
and creating a new national debt, mv third alterna- 
tive alone remains—that of issuing Treasury notes; 
but here, in the first place, a constitutional diffi- 
culty is urged against us. It is contended that these 
Treasury notes are bills of credit, and that as such, 
Congress has no constitutional power to issue 
them. 

Sir, (said Mr. V.) I consider it rather late in the 
day to urge this objection. The power to issue 
Treasury notes has been exercised, from time 
to time, and has received the sanction of the wisest 
men of the natien, and the strictest construction- 
ists of the Constitution. Without it, you could not 
have carried on your last war with Great Britain. 
Bat, with great deference to gentlemen who now 
raise this obstacle, I will very briefly attempt to 
show, both from intrinsic and extrinsic evidence, 
that it is utterly groundless. ‘The Constitution, in 
the enumeration of powers conferred on Congress, 
expressly provides that Congress shall have 
power “to borrow money on the credit of 
the Uni'ed States.” Here is no prohibition of 
the power to issue Treasury notes. Not so, 
however, in regard to the States. The same Con- 
stitution provides, that “no State shall emit bills 
of credit;” but as to this Government, there is no 
inhibition in the Constitution. I think it clearly 
follows from this, that the power to i-sue Treasury 
or Government notes is involved in the power to 
borrow money. The most familiar principle of 
reason and commen sense teaches us, that if Con- 
gress have the power to cieate a debt, (a power 
expressly given,) a power, from necessity, resu'ts 
togive to the lender the evidence of that debt, 
either in a note, bond, or certificate of stock. The 
power to borrow would be nuga'ory, unless the 
power to give the evidence of such borrowing fol- 
lowed. But we are not altogether left to implica- 
tion upon this point. The same section of the 
Constitution which confers upon Congress the 
power “to borrow money,” also gives it the power 
to provide for “ihe punishment of counterfeiting 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mar. 1840. 
H. of Reps. 


the securities of the United States.” What securi- 
ties? Does the Constitution any where prescribe 
the form of security to be given by Congress, when 
it exercises this clearly expressed power of borrow- 
ing money? Surely not. Why isa note on inte- 
rest more objectionable, or rather unconsiitutional 

than a certificate of a stock bearing interest? With: 
out the provis‘on for punishing counterfeiters of 
Government securities, and without the prohibitioa 
to the States to issue bills of credit, the power to 
issue Treasury notes would have clearly resulted 
from the power to borrow money; but when the 
clause conferring the power tv borrow money is 
viewed in connection with the other provisions of 
the Constitution to which I have adveried, there 
surely remains no ground to doubt the existence 
of the power to issue notes. I protest against the 
inference, that | am an advocate of the doctrine of 
“implied power.;” still when I read in the same 
Constitution which gives the power to issue Trea- 
sury notes, an exptess power to “make all laws 


! thatshall be necessary and proper for carrying into 


execution the powers expressed in the instrument,” 
I sure!y cannot be deemed very heretical for con- 
erding that the power to give a note, or other 
evidence of debt, “is necessary and proper” for 
carrying into effect the power to borrow money. 

But it is contended that the power to issue Trea. 
sury notes was expressly denied by the convention 
which framed the Constitution; and reference has 
been made to the Madison papers, recently pub- 
lished, te show that the power to emit bills of credit 
was stricken out of a section of the Constitution as 
originally reported. Sir, I do not admit that Trea- 
sury notes, bearing an interest, are “bills of eredtt,” 
in the sense of the Constitution. The bills of cre- 
dit, the issuing of which Congress prohibited to the 
States, were nothing more nor less than paper mo- 
ney—such as your continental money —from which 
the people had sustained such ruinous losses and 
sacrifices under the old confederation. Treasury 
notes do not enter into general circulation as mo- 
ney. They never have done so. At all events, it 
has never yet been my fortune to see one; and 
from the debates of the convention, as reported by 
Mr. Madison, it expressly appears that the most 
prominent members of the convention, who voted 
to strike out the clause, “and emit bills on the cre- 
dit of the United States,” admitted that if this 
clause were stricken out, the power to issue notes 
was involved in the power to borrow. Gouvenear 
Morris moved to strike out the clause, “and emit 
bills on the credit of the United States,” and re- 
marked that “striking out the words will leave room 
still for notes of a responsible minister, which will 
do all the good, without the mischief.” Mr. Gor- 
ham was for striking out, without inserting any 
prohibition. “If, said he, the words stand, they 
may suggest and lead to the measure.” He far- 
ther remarked: “The power to issue notes, as far 
as it is necessary or safe, is involved in the power 
to borrow money.” But this is not all. In anote 
by Mr. Madison, which may be found in the third 
volume, page 1343 of his papers, in reference to 
the vote to strike out the clause, “and emit bills on 
the credit of the United States,” he remarks, (the 
vote being nine States to two:) i 

“This vote in the affirmative by Virginia was occasioned by 
the acquiescence of Mr. Madison, who became satisfied that 
striking out the words would not disable the Government from 
the use of public notes, as far as they could be safe and propes, 
and would only cut off the pretext for a paper currency, and 
particularly for making the bills a tender, either for public or 
private debts.” 

Thus, sir, it clearly appears, that the vote to 
strike out the words “and emit bills on the credit of 
the United States’? was given on the supposition 
that the power to issue notes would still be left to 
the Government, but that the delegation of an ex- 
press power todo so would only have the effect of 
suggesting and leading to the measure unnecessari- 
ly. Mr. V. said, be now considered the argument 
in favor of the power to issue Treasury notes com- 
plee, brief asit was. He would proceed to submit 
a few additional considerations for preferring Trea 
ry notes to a permanent loan, or rather, to answer 
one or two objections urged against this mode of 
borrowing money. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cus#- 
inG} tells us, that these notes will he means of sub- 
jecting the Government creditor to losses and sacri- 
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fices, inasmuch as the Government will pay him 
with them, and then he will be shaved. This cer- 
tainly has not been the case with the notes that 
have been issued, nor would it be the case with 
those that would be issued under this act. The 
public creditor had never been compelled to take 
them; but, it is a well known fact, that they have 
generally been preferred to specie. You aad I, 
Mr. Chairman, would prefer pocketing a few of 
them any day, to carrying home specie, if, contrary 
to our usual ill luck, an unexpected balance of our 
pay should remain at the end of the session. But 
the gentleman says that they will serve to aggra- 
vate the distress, by sucking up all the surplus capi- 
tal in our commercial cities. This, sir, rather con- 
fticts with his former position. If it be true that 
they will be a favorite investment for capitalists, 
it must be on acccount of their intrinsic excellence, 
and then, surely, there can be no danger that the pub- 
lic creditor will be shaved. Instead of aggravating, 
they will go far, very far, towards relieving the 
distress; for they will be used for purposes of remit- 
tance and exchange, and will draw from the banks 
and force into circulation large sums hoarded 
there. Why should these notes now be such a 
bagbear? Within the last three years, you have 
authorized the issuing of twenty millions of dollars 
of them; nineteen millions have actually been 
issued; and on the 3d of March, instant, only 
$2,100,000 of this sam were out and unredeemed. 
Have not all your expectations in regard to them 
been realized? If they have been redeemed, it has 
been done by the revenues of the Guvernment. 
You anticipated your revenues. They came in af- 
terwards, and you redeemed your notes. Suppose 
that, in 1837, instead of issuing your notes, you 
had resorted to a permanent loan, and created a 
stock; think you that any portion of that loan would 
now have been paid. No, sir. It would only 
have been the nucleus around which a pretty for- 
midable national debt would, by this time, have 
been formed. Instead of applying those resources 
your Secretary has applied to keeping you out of 
debt, it would then, no doubt, have been found 
most convenient to have paid merely the interest 
on the loan, and to have lavished them on objects 
of donbtfal utility. The public expenditure 
would not then have been reduced five millions of 
dollars within the last year. Plans and expedients 
to advance the interests of speculators, in the name 
of public improvements, would not then have been 
defeated; and here I cannot but hazard the opinion, 
that if, in 1837, when your means were locked 
up in the the deposite, non-specie paying, banks, 
the friends of the Administration had proposed a 
lean, instead of a resort to Treasury notes, such a 
Proposition would have encountered the severest 
Opposition of those very gentlemen who now ob- 
ject to the present mode of relief; you would then 
have heard from the other quarter of the Honse, 
the same arguments we now urge against a na- 
tional debt. So unreasonable, sir, is this spirit of 
Opposition! Sir, there isa great facility here in 
some quarters to sp-ak cavalierly of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. Great injostice is often done 
that gentleman. I regard him as a most diligent, 
faithful, and able public officer; one who has 
earried. the finances of the country through difi- 
culties and embarrassments, resulting from bank 
abuses and suspensions that would have disheart- 
ened a spirit less active and persevering. Why 
should he be obnorious to censure, because he 
asks the relief provided for by the bill? No Go- 
vernment in Europe deems it practicab!e always to 
fulfil its engagements with promptitude, without 
some resource to meet the contingency of a fluc- 
tuating revenue. The power to issue exchequer 
bills in England, may be said to be a perpe- 
tual power with the fiscal department of the Go- 
veraments. Indeed, Parliament hardly ever ad- 
jouras without conferring this power, though her 
revenues, from the nature of their sources, are less 
fluctuating than ours. Revenue depending chiefly 
on custcms, must necessarily be fluctuat ng, as it 
is liable to be influenced by all the revuisious and 
vicissidudes of trade and commerce. ‘The ex- 
chequer bills of Engiand are funded, after 
floating for some length of time. Last year 
bills to the amount of four millions of pounds 
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sterling were funded, and this year it is 
apprehended that there will be a deficit in 
the Treasury of England ef six millions of 
pounds, in consequence of causes that could 
not have been foreseen. The war with Chi- 
na is, perhaps, the most prominent of these causes; 
as this operates in two ways. It occasions a loss, 
by the diminished importations of teas, and in- 
creases the naval and military expenditures for the 
year. Even here, sir, we have had a resource to 
meet the contingency of a fluctuating revenue until 
within the last two years. Our national debt was 
not extinguished till 1835. Before that time we 


raised much more revenue than was necessary to . 


defray the ordinary expenses of the Government. 
This surplus was kept on hand tll towards the close 
of the year, and was in the mean time a fund, up- 


on which the Department could, with safety, rely . 


in the event of a deficiency of revenue. 
we had alarge and unexpected surplus springing 
from the bloated years of 1834, 1835, and 1836; 
but this has been divided among the States; and 
now with a scale of imposts constantly descending; 
with the whole commercial world deranged, if not 
paralyzed, we are left without any safeguard or re- 
source under fluctuations in receipts and expendi- 
tures. Sir, this should not be so. We should not 
only make provisions. for this year, but go a step 
farther and adopt the suggestions of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, by creating some permanent safe- 
guard. 

But we are told in conclusion, that there is a 
permanent deficiency, and that it is owing to the 
extravagant expenditures of this and the last 
Administrations of the General Government. 
Sir, I 
this point, and. can show that the increas- 
ed expenditures of the last several years 
have been occasioned, not by the President, 
not by the Administration, properly speaking, but 
by the votes of Congress; and more generally by 
Whig, than by Democratic votes; tha’, so far as 
the Administration is concerned, the increase of ex- 
penditare has not even been in proportion to the in- 
crease of population. It is very easy now to de- 


claim against the large appropriations of past years; ` 


but gentlemen would merit much more on the 
score of candor and honesty, should they accom- 
pany their patriotic invectives against extravagance, 
with the admission that their own votes have been 
most iastrumental in contributing to it. I charge 
the extravagance upon the Legislature—TI acquit 
the Execative Deparment of the Government from 
any participation therein. There have been, to be 


sure, causes and sources of expense, which it was | 


not in the power of any Administration to contro!, 
and for which no particular party or branch of Go- 
vernment should be held responsible—such as our 
Indian wars, and the protection of our Northern 
frontier. Mr. V. said he had prepared some state- 
ments and tables, showing the expenses of 1828, 
which was the last year of the administration of the 
distinguished gentleman from Massachusetts, in 
his eye, (Mr. Apams,] and the expenses of 1838, 
which was one of the years, over the extravagance 
of which Opposition gentlemen now poured out their 
bitterest lamentations; and the comparison he 
had instituted, would prove thatin the Executive 
branch of the Government the increase of expense, 
since 1828, has not been in proportion to the in- 
crease of population, but that the expenses of the 
Legislature have more than doubled since that pe- 
riod. In 1828, the aggregate amount of expendi- 
tures for the support of the Executive Departman! 
of the Government was $507,127. 


augmented by the act of 4th July, 1836, to re-or- 
ganize the General Land Office. Independently of 
the increase occasioned by this act, there has been 
none equal to the increase of population. The in- 
crease ia the expenses of the Legislature has, how- 
ever, been in a much greater ra'io. In 1828, the 
expenditures of the Legislative Department of the 
Government amounted to $75,955. In 1838, they 
amounted to $1,425,467. A constitnent part of 


this latter amount was the sum of $84,358, paid | 


for the printing of the House of Representatives; a | 
year, be it remembered, when a certain Mr. Allen, | 


After that | 


take issue again with gentlemen on | 
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Printer. Gentlemen surely will not pretend that 
the friends of the Administration are more culpable 
than the Opposition for this increase of expense of 
our Legislature. We have not always been able 
to boast a majority here. At all events, the Fe- 
deral Whigs retained in office their favorite Printer 
more than half the period that has elapsed since 
1828. But to continue this comparison a little far- 
ther, and to establish more fully the truth of 
what we have alleged, that it is the legis'ation of 
Congress that has swelled up the aggregate of 
the expenditures of this Government. In 1828, 
our military expenses, exclusive of pensions, 
amounted to $3,666,498. In 1838, to $7,206,655. 
This disproportion arises chiefly from the raising an 
additional regiment of dragoons by the act of 23d 
May, 1836, and from an increase of the military 
establishment of the United States, by the act of 
5th July, 1838 The latter act, it will be recol- 
lected, filled up ail the companies that were not 
complete. Surely the Administration is not pecu- 
liarly responsible for this increase of expenditure 
consequent upon the small avgmentation of our 
military force. Our Indian wars—our immen-e 
Western frontier and our Northern outbreaks,in the 
estimation of gentlemen of all parties, rendered 
this small addition to our military force absolutely 
necessary. I can hardly believe that the party 
which supports the Administration ever will derive, 
or ever could have expected to derive, any advan- 
tage to itself, as a party, from this increase of our 
army; because, sir, at least four-fifths of the of- 
facers of the army and navy, if they have any po- 
litical feelings at all, are opposed to that great De 
mocratic party which has, for the last twelve years, 
been in the ascendant. There seems to be some- 
thing in their very nature which induces them to 
regard the Democracy with disfavor. Whether it 
be beeause large standing armies never were, and 
never will be, favorites of the Democratic party, I 
know not; and yet, sir, in the appalling aggregate 
of that array of one hundred thousand office hold- 
ers, which this Goverament is said te command, 
the officers of the armyand navy are always included. 


| I speak thus of them, sir, not in a spirit of re- 


prehension, for I rank among the officers of the 


| army and navy many highly valued personal 


friends, but to repel the idea, that the friends of 


: the Administration on this floor ever could have 


i 
d 


In 1833, it was = 
$556,925. The expenditure of this year was much | 


| a new patent Conservative Whig, held the office of | by acis of Congress. 


' voted to increase the army, from any hope of in- 


creasing Executive patronage. My intelligent, 
able, and industrious friend from North Carolina, 
(Mr. McKay,] was at the head of the Committee 


i on Military Affairs when the act passe! to fill up 


the ranks of the army; and those who have ob- 
served the ever scrupuious and laudable care with 
which he watches tie public treasure, the jealousy 
with which he notes, and the freedom and fidelity 
with which he rebukes, any s'eps towards extrava- 
gance, come from what quarter they may, can 
hardly be disposed to believe that he ever support- 
ed an increase of our military establishment with- 
out there was the utmost necessity for it. 

But, sir, let us pursue our tables and compari- 
sons still further. In 1828, the aggregate expendi- 


' tures for the Indian Department—Indian anuuities 


and Indian treaties—was $705,084. In 1838, they 
amounted to $5,564,223. And will it be said, 
either that the Administration, present or past, is 
peculiarly responsible for this vast increase, or that 
we have received no equivalent for this large ex- 
penditure? Sir, since the commencement of Gen. 
Jackson’s administration, we have added millions 
apon millions to our public domain by means of 
our Intian treaties, and extinguishing Indian 
titles. We have created a prolific source of re- 
venue for the future, and unless the unc n- 
stitutional and mischievous plans of distribu- 
tionists among the States prevail, we will be 
soon most amply reimbursed for all the advances 
we have made under Indian treaties. Sir, this iS 
money most judiciously and profitably invested. 
Again: in 1838, it cost us §439,001 for the pro- 
tection of our Northern frontier; 1m 1828, notbing, 
becanse there were no troubles i 8 karn 

inity, In 1818, the building ane s eam 
haces cost $261,305; in 1836, $445,352: and this, 
sir, in consequence of the increase of | ght-houses 
be ; In 1828, the sum paid for 
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the survey and improvements of po'ts, rivers, and 


harbors, amounted to $121,094; in 1838, it reached 
the very formidab’e amount of $1,188,876. And 
you need only refer to the yeas and nays to ascer- 
tain which of the two parties on this floor have 
been most favorable to appropriations of this de- 
sctiption. Have they ever encountered opposition 
here? It has been chiefly from the friends of the 
Administration. My friend and coileague, the 
former distinguished chairman of the Commi'tre 
of Ways and Means, [Mr. CAMBRELENG,] gene- 
rally voted against appropriations for objects of 
this description; and to show that the policy of ex- 
pending the public treasure in the improvement of 
harbors, rivers, and ports, is a favorite policy with 
the Opposition, he needed only refer to demonstra- 
tions very recently made by two of his Whig col- 
leagues, [Messts. Barnarp and’ Marvin] Beth 
had proposed bills for these purposes, and both had 
made long specches in favor of annua..y setting 
apart large appropriations for objects of this 
description. Let me not, then, be toid that 
the enormous nerease under this single head, 
from $121,094, to nearly two millions 
dollars, is the fruit of th? policy of this or the past 
Administration. These appropriations have ever 
found favor with Federal high-bank, high-tariff 
Whigs. Though I plead gui'ty to the charge of 
having voted for many of them, I am sorry to be 
constrained to admit or contend that they find their 
justification (if justified they can be) inthe prin- 
ciples of latitudinarian Whigery. They are the 
favorite appropriations of the Whigs; and it isa 
little unkind, when they rebuke us for the increase 
of expenditares within the las! twelve years, that 
they should remember to forget that most of this 
increase is attributable to objects, for which they 
not enly voted, but which may be regarded as the 
offspring of their own principles and affect ons. 
Had not General Jackson vetoed the Maysville 
road bill, and had not the Democracy sustained him 
in this great step, could you undertake to tell me of 
the mad prodigality and reckless expenditures you 
would now have beheld and deplored? Sir, it was 
this veto that closed the largest, the most alarm- 
ing outlet to the public Treasury, a measure no 
less salutary than bold, for ®which Fe received 
from the new-fangled Whigs of the day, nought 
but the most unmeasured derision and vituperation; 
A werd as to your naval esiablishment, and I 
shall have finished my comparison of expenditures 
In 1828, the expenditure fer building vesse!s of 
war was 4226,387. In 1838, it was $1,490 928. 
Will you taunt the Administration for this 
ncrease? The party in power has generally 
teen suspected of not being quite friendly enough 
to th's arm of our naticnal defence. Federalists 
often claim it as their pet; as the child of their own 
peculiar nursing. Mr. Jefferson was ridiculed for 
his predilection for gunboats, as opposed to a navy. 
You claim the merit, sir, of having early taken this 
interest to your bosom. Ithas been well, however, 
ut not too well, guarded by the past and present 
Administrations; and is it just now, that you should 
make the fostering care which we have extended to 
it a subject of reproach? About as just, sir, as are 
a!l the reproaches you are heaping upon us for the 
increase of the expenditures of the Government; 
expenditures for wh ch you, as a party, have uni- 
formly voted, and fur opposing which you would 
have rebuked us, as most faithless to the pubiic in- 
terest. Ifthe expenditures have been increased 
since 1828, you are more than particeps criminis. 
Though the augmenta‘ion in the expenditures 
has, within the last fourteen years, been conside- 
rable, by means of legislation, for which, as I have 
- shown, the Opposition are at least eqva'ly responsi- 
` ble with the friends of the Administration; yet has 
it not been as great as within other specified peri- 
ods of our history, ner has it kept pace with the 
progress of population and wea'th. In the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, you will 
- find a very full and lucid exposi jon of the increas? 
of expenditure as compared with the increace of 
wealth and population. I tez leave to call the 
- attention of the committee to on* or two paragraphs 
of that very able document. : 
“The precise periods (says the Secretary) when the greatest 


increases happened, end the rate of them, have not kept a uni- 
form pace with the progress of popuistion and wealth. In mẹ:y 


of | 


respecta, the ratio has not been nearly su great daring the last 
enor twenty years, as in some previons terms, Thus, the 
whole expenses of the Government in 1793, with the exception 
before mentioned, were about three piillions yearly; and m 
1818, after the lapse of a quarter ofa century, had increased, 
though in a period of peace, to fitieen millions of dollars, or 
fivefold, while our population in that period had only doubled. 
But during the next sixteen or seventecn years, as in 1834 and 
1835, the expenses had enlarged not twenty-five per cent. while 
our population had advanced at least sixty-six percent. Du- 


ring the present year, (1$39,) though in intermediate periods, 
chiefly from Indian wars and removals, considerably higher, 
they will not exceed the amount in 1815 more than sixty-six per 
cent. while our population has since increased more than 
eighty-four per cent. Again’ take the progress of the ordinary 
civil expenses, which include those of the Executive, Legisla- 
tive, and Indian Departments, misceilaneous and foreign inter- 
course; all of them united were but a little over halfa million of 
dollars in 1792, while in 1815 they had increased to nearly four 
millions, or eight hundred per cent. though our population had 
augmented only one hundred per cent. But since the last date, 
that class of expenditures has not enlarged forty per cent. 
having not been over fivé millions and a halfin either 1837 
1838, or probably 1839, while our population has advanced 
eighty-four per cent. or more than double that rate. *” 

Thus, sir, you perceive that, great as has teen 
the increase of expenses by means of the legisla- 
tion of Congress, it has not yet been equal to the 
increase of wealthand population. There is an- 
other cause which, in scme measure, no doubt, 
contributed to this increase of our expenses, which, 
E trust, will not, very soon occur again. I refer 'o 
the unwieldy surplus which flowed from the spirit 
of speculation produced by the expansion of the 
Bank of the United States in 1234, an‘l the pur- 
suit of ihe same p licy by the State banks. Tmnpor- 
tations of foreign goods swelled from one hundred 
and cne millions of dollars in 1833, to one hun- 
dred and ninety millions in 836; and the sales of 
your public lands at once swelled from three or 
four millions per year to twenty-four millions, in 
the bloated year of 1836. The duties upon this 
unprecadented!y heavy importation, and the pro- 
ceeds of thisimmense sale of public lands, brought 
into your Treasury more than forty millions of 
dollars beyond the ordinary wants of the Govern- 
ment. The scheme of distribution among the 
States was at once conceived by a party in 
Congress; though there was another party 
here who conscientiously believed that this would 
be the most mischievous and alarming dispo- 
sition that could be made of the surplus; 
and not afew thought that it wou'd be better, far 
better, that it were sunk in the bottom of the ocean; 
that it would be an example that would impair the 
independence of the State-; create a reliance, on 
their part, upon this great Federa! head; and serve 
to make this Government the collector of taxes for, 
and the distributor of, largexses to the members of 
this Confederacy. Many gentlemen were thus in- 
duced, no doubt, to favor appropriations that would 
not have received their sanctioa had not this 
scheme of distribution been on foot. They voted 
for objects, that would not otherwise have eom- 
manded their support, because they looked upon 
such dispositions of the public treasure as a lesser 
evil than the alternative of distribution. Sir, | had 
the honor of recording my vote against the depo- 
site or distribution bill; and I look back upon it 
with more pride end satisfaction than on any other 
vote of my life. A distingui-hed Senater from 
Missouri proposed to apply a considerable portion 


of this surplus to the purpose of erect ng an ade- || 
quate line of fortifications along our seaboard; and | 


wel] wou'd it have been if thts judicious and con- 
stitutional disposiiion had been inate. Then, sir, 
would the nation have no cause to tremble with 
alarm for our large cities at the slightest pros- 
pect of a conflict with a foreign power. Then 
would we have secured a guarantee for a long 
peace, by exhibiting an adequate peparation 


for war. Yes, sir, all the forebodings of 
the enemies of distribution are already 
just fied by actual events. Many of the 


States, under this new impetus, have teen precipi- 
tated into the wilvest extravagance; chimerical pro- 
jects have been undertaken, now abandoned or 
suspended; the credit of many of the States has 
been sunk so low in Eurcpe as to make every 
Awerican abroad blush and hang hi~ head. Tsese, 
gentlemen, are among the fruits wich have arisen, 
in a measure, from yeur policy ef dis r:bution; bat 
these are nut the worst. A disposui n is indirectly 
engendered in the States iv ioud to this G vern- 
ment for supplies; fer the means of extrica:iag 
them from the effects of taeir own folly and extra- 


vagance. The c rmorant appetite of politicians 
and distributicnists is already whetted for our pub. 
lie dumain; that once denationalized and severed 
your customs will have to respond to the next 
hcrse-leech cry of ‘Give—give;” and unless this 
alarming spirit be, in this stage of it, rebuked and 
checked, your whoie Government wiil be p:actical- 
ly changed, and the Jong deferred hopes ot Federal- 
ists and consolidationists will be consummated. 
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DEBATE IN THE SENATE. 


: WepnespayY, April 1, 1840. 

The bill roz the continuation of the Cumberland 
road, in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
was taken up for consideration; and the question 
being on the amendment proposed by Mr. Cray of 
Alabama to strike out the two per cent. clause, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky addressed the Senate al 
length in favor of the amendment, and the question 
being faken thereon, it was rejected—ayes 17, nays 
19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 
Dixon, Henderson, King, Lumpkin, Phelps, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Ruggles, Southard, Strange, and Wet- 
ster—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grandy, Linn, Nicholas, 
Pierce, Robinson, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, Tappan, Wall, Whise, Wright, and 
Yourg-—19, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then proposed, as an 
amendment, to strike out all a‘ter the enacting 
¿© clause of the biil, and insert the following as a sub- 
j; stitute: 

“That the two per cent. of th? nett proceeds ot 
tie sales of public lands in the several States of 
| Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois, and Missouri, which may 
` accrue aficr the passage of this act, and which was 
reserved by the several acts for the admission of 
| said several States into the Union, to be applied to 
| the laying out and construction of roads leading to 
the said States respectively, be, and the same is 
hereby, relinquished to said State respectively, to 
be paid over to such persan or persons as may be 
authorized to receive the same, to be applied by said 
States re-pectively, to such roads or canals within 
their several limits, as they think proper: Provided 
the Legislatures of each of said Staces shall, before 
receiving any part of the said fund, pass an act, ire 
revocable without the consent of Congress, assent- 
ing to the previsions of this act.” 

Mr. C. said as it seemed, from the vote just taken, 
that we were to go on appropriating money for 
this road, on the pretext that the General Govern- 
ment was tobe refunded out of the two per cent, 
arising from the sales of the public lands, in the 
States to and through which it was to run, notwith- 
standing that fund, present and prospective, had 
been exhau-ted more than three t'mes told, he 
now proposed to put an end to this enormous an- 
nual drain from the Treasury, by giving up all 
that was hereatier to accrue. He said surely, 
when it had beea shown that the whole amount of 
the two per cent. fund of she four States, (Onio, Ia- 
diana, Iilinois, and Mi-souri,) which had now 
accrued, was but #1,096,012 18; and that we had 
appropriated and expended $6,609,407 7TG—er 
ceeding the amount they had any right to claim, 
i| the sum of $5,513,395 58—they woul! consent 10 
take all the fund which was hereafter to accrvé, 
` and release us from any further expenditure. Mr. 
| C. said this must be regarced on all hands asa 
| liberal proposition. The friends of the roa 
| claimed the appr: priation, on the grt und that it 
| waseither now, or would become, payable under 
< the compacis with those Sia‘es reserving the fund; 
© and how could they rejct this proposition, when 
| ho one deniel that we had gone far beyond te 
| amount which had accrued in past expenditures, 

and even tosuriender all that could poss. by accrue 

hereaf'e.? He thcught this questien weuid deter 
mine how farihe two per cent. really bad any thiug 
to do wit the bill, or the money it gauel. 
_ To gentemen who represented States not ine- 
u retel im the road, Mr. C. said his amendm*nt 
|| qugh to be altegether acceptable Ye had show? 
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in an early stage of the discussion, that if every 
acre of the lands remaining unsold in the four 
States, could be sold for $1 25 per acre, (and no 
Senator had pretended it could,) the two per cent. 
on the proceeds would only amount tog1,426,108 56. 


Even if that sam csuld possibly be realized, we | 


should be purchasing our release on good terms; 
for, if the land would sell at all, it would not all 
be sold in half a century—daring all which time the 


fand would be slowly accruing, whilst more than the ` 


amount would be taken trem the Treasury in a year 
ortwo more. Mr. C. said, taking into counsidera- 


tion the reduced prices at which the refuse | 


lands in those States might be expected to sell— 
perhap: not exceeding one half the present mi- 
nimum price per acre—the whole two per cent. 
fand hereafter to accrue would never amount to 
a million of dollars. 
claims of the States interested, to have the road 


completed on the plan which had been pursued, | 


and that the cost of ‘so finishing it was estimated 
by the engineer at $7,896,045 44, he thought all 
must entertain the opinion that we should do 
well by making the surrender proposed by his 
‘amendment. Large as the cost of itscompletion was 
estimated, Mr. C. said he did not believe it equal 
‘to the amount of expenditure that would be re- 


quired. Hence it was fair to conclade, that, if | 


the several States would accept the proposed relin- 
quishment, we should save to the United States 
about seven millions of dollars. With this brief 
explanation, he said he would leave his amend- 
“ment to the consideration of the Senate. 
Mr. PRESTON also advocated the amendment, 
and opposed the bill at some length. l 
Mr. YOUNG replied to Mr. Cray and Mr. 
“Preston, and went into an extended argument in 
“sapport of the bill. A 
` Mr. CLAY of Alabama remarked, in reply to 


‘Mt. Youna, that hitherto, the two per cent. fund, | 


accrued and accruing on the sales of the public 
“lands in the four States, for whose benefit this road 
“was to be made, had been the basis of the whole 
argument in favor of the appropriation. But 
now, when it had been clearly demonstrated, that 
‘the entire fund, so far as sales had been, or ever 
could be made, had been long since exhausted; and, 
consequently, that the General Government had 
more than performed its compacts with those se- 
veral States, the Senator trom: Illinois [Mr. 
Young} had ‘assumed the bold and new ground, 
that the Camberland road did not rest upon the 
compacts! If this be the fact Caid Mr. C.) why 
was the bill framed with reference to those com- 


pacts? Why did it contain a clause for the reim- | 


bursement of the United States, from the fund 
arising under them? And why were the friends of 
the bill, inclading the Senator from Itlinos, so 
averse to striking out that clause, on the motion 
made for that purpose? Mr. C. said, if the Sena- 


tor was jastified in the position he now assumed,the | 
pertinacity with which heandhis friends clung tothe | 
clause for reimbursement, under the compacts, was | 


` most extraordinary. He said the stage of the dis- 


cussion at which this ground had been taken, and a |; 


recurrence to the course of argament which pre- 
ceded it, gave it very much the appearance of an 
afterthought. The friends of the bill had not only 
resisted striking out the clause, connecting it with 
the compacts between the United States and Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, but they had suc- 


ceeded in overruling Mr. C’s motion; they would | 


, not agree, he said, to place the measure, as he had 

` desired them, upon its own merits, independent of 

. any hope or claim upon the two per cent. fund, 
but still it retained that feature. Yet the Serator 
from Illinois now maintains that the Cumberland 
` road does not rest upon the compacts with the 
_Statgs interested! He said he would leave it to 
‘the Senate to say whether this course was not 
Strangely inconsistent with the whole argument 
against his amendment, and the vote by which it 
had been overruled. 

„Mr. C. said, the Senator from Illinois, to aid 
him in bis new p:sit‘on, now also contended that 
Mr. Jefferson thought this road constitutional. 
Now, siid Mr. © ift e gentlemin means to con- 


vey the idea that Mr. Jefferson believed the Gene- _ 


fal Government posseszed the constitutional power 


Then, taking into view the - 


` invalid. 
‘given the claimants 5,000,060 dollars, to getrid | 


` enough for such legislation. 
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to make roads or canals within the States, | deny 
the assertion, and challenge him to the proof. Can 
the Senator from Illinois, or any other gentleman, 
show a single sentence in all that Mr. Jefferson 
has said, or written, to warrant the belief that he 
ever enteriained the opinion that this Government 


possessed power to make internal improvements? | 


No, sir, said Mr. C. itis impossible—except so far 
as to agree to expend two per cent. of the nett pro- 
ceejs of the public lands in making roads to the 
new Sta'es, to accelerate the settlement and fa- 
cilitate the sale of the national domain, ashe had 
stated in a former part of the discussion; and this 
was a mele incident to the “power to dispose of, 


. and make all needful rales and regulations respect- 


ing, the territory or other property belonging to 


_ the United States.” Bat, although in this aspeci, 


that distinguished Republican had approved of bills 
making appropriations for the Cumberland road; 
and although those bills had anticipated the accrue- 
ment of the fund reserved for that purpose; he had 
never exceeded its ultimate probable amount; nor 


reimbursement. 


Bat the Senator inquires how, with such views | 
as I ‘have expressed, | can vote to relinquish the | 
Iwo per cent. hereafter to accrne in those States? ii 
To this, said Mr. C. I answer, I do so on the prin- |: 

` ciple of quieting a vexatious claim, and by way of 


buying our peace. He alluded to what was com- 
monly called the Yazoo claim, known to have 
originated: in fraud, and-to have been totally 
Yet the General Government had 


of a troublesome question. He also said, even 
in the hstory of this road, there was precedent 
It was on the princi- 
ple to which he referred, that several acts had been 
passed, making large appropriations for the Cum- 


berland road on this side of the Ohio, conditioned ` 
that the several States through which it passed | 


wuald accept the road within their respective 
limits, and keep it up. Indeed, he said, a session 


of Congress seldom o¢curred, that some act did not | 


pass, founded on this principle of compromise; and 


|| he had no hesitancy in saying that one more ad- 
| vantageous or necessary than that proposed, had 


never been passed. 


The Senator had brovght up, too, the application ` 
of the Legislature of Alabama for a refinquishment |: 


of the works which had been commenced on the 
Mr. C. asked, where was the 
analogy between that case and the present? He 
answered, none whatever; and although the Sena- 
tor from Hlinois was at the head of the Comm:ttee 


on Roads and Canals, to which the memorial from : 
the Legislature. of Alabama had been referred at | 


the last session, and again at an early day of the 
present session, Mr. C. said, from the Senator’s al- 
lusion to the subject, he feared he had never read 
it. He said he would inform the Senator from 
Illinois that the two cases were entirely dissimilar. 


The friends of the Camberland road not only | 
claimed $450,000 now, but that nea'ly $3,000,009 ` 


more, in all, should be appropriated for its 
completion. The application frm Alabama 
was, not that Congress should 


herself. Mr. C. could see no good ground for ob- 
jection to this proposition from any quarter. ‘Lhe 
completion of the canal, or the removal of the ob- 
structions to the navigation of the Tennesse river, 
presented by the muscle shoals, on some o'her 


Alabama, and also to those of several other States. 
Connected, as this improvement was, with thecom- 
merce of all the Western and Southwestern States, 
in a greater or Jess' degree, it had much higher 


-claims to the aid of the National Treasury than 
‘any turnpike road running through the interior of 


the States. This work having béen commenced by 
the General Government, application had been 
made in firmer years for further appropriations to 
complete it; but they had been made ia vain. The 
State had despaired of further aid, and now made 
the very reasonable request thatit might be given up . 


appropriate ; 
! more money for the completion of the canal, - 
bat that the work might be relinquished to | 
the Stare, that she might finish the improvements |, 


en a 


—— 
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to her own exclasivecontrol. He saidhe would take 
this occasion to invite the consideration of the com- 


| mittee to the subject, and hoped, whatever might 
` be their conclusion, they would at least report their 
- views upon the memorial, and let the Senate judge 


of its merits. 
Mr. WEBSTER said, it must be acknowledged 


. that this bill calls for the appropriation of a large 


amount of money, considering the present state of 
the Treasury; and, as the object is not embraced 
in any estimate submitted by the Treasury Depart- 
ment, we shall be very likely, hereafter, to hear 
Congress reproached with extravagance, and with 
disregard of the economical maxims of the Execu- 
tive. Tam induced, nevertheless, to vote for the 
bill. I regret that some of its friends place its sup- 
port en grounds which do not appear to me to be 
substantial. They treat the subject as matter of 
contract. They refer tothe provision by which, 
when these Northwestern States were respectively 
admitted into the Union, two per cent. of the pro- 


: ceeds of the public lands were to be reserved, to 
had he ever signed a bill which did not promise — 


be applied by Congress to the making of roads 
leading to the States; and there is in this bill a sec- 
tion purporting tc charge this appropriation to that 
fund. I have voted to strike out that section, be~ 
cause the fund has long since been exhausted and 
expended. This every one knows. Yet the sec- 
tion is retained to give the color of -contract or ob- 
ligation to the bill, instead of leaving it in the plain 
character of a bill making a direct grant of money 
out of the Treasury for constracting a road. This 


' section is a little narrow isthmus, along which a 


few friends, it is hoped, may persuade themselves 
to walk, who are afraid of the broad general ground 


' of the Constitution—a sort of bridle path, which 


they can thread along, and arrive at an affirmative 
vote, by a way not known to others. Iam against 
these contrivances, and place my support of the 
measure on grounds entirely different. 

It is new fifteen years, I think, since I was first 
called upon, as a member of Congress, to act upon 
the subject of this road. It had then reached the 
Ohio. I took some pains, at that time, to explain 
the grounds of my vote in favcr of the appropria- 
tion, and I have never seen reason to change them. 
On the present occasion, I shall only merely refer 
to them. 

The Northwestern territory was ceded to the 
United States under the Confederation; and, on 
the adoption of the present Constitution, this vast 
publ c domain fe!l under the control of Congress. 


, All the property and rights belongiog to the United 


States under the Confederation devolved upon this 
Government by the estab'ishment of the present 
Constitution, as did also all their debts, compacts, 
treaties, and oblisations. And the Constitution 
expressly declares that Congress shall have power 
to dispcse of this territory, and to make all needful 
rules and regulations respecting it. 

Under ths authority, Congress has caused the 
the territory to be surveyed, the lands laid off into 
townships and sections, and great portions «f them 
so'd to settlers. The new States have thus sprung 
vp, and keen admitted into the Union, successivety, 
as they have attained the proper amount of popu- 
lation. WaT 

In general, Congress has done nothing to pro- 
mote the sale of these lards, but to survey them 
and lot them out; and, whi'e yet held by Govern- 
men, and for five years after, none of them are 
taxable by the State Governments. The Governa- 
ment of the United States, therefore, in relation to 
these lands, is a great untaxed preprietor. As a 


|: great proprietor, then, holding these lands for sale, 
plan, was, he said, all-important to the agricultural |: 
and commercial interests of the northern part of | 


is any thing more reasonable than that it should 
open the country, make roads throvgh it, render it 
accessible, and thus bring the lands into market? Is 


' not this just what any large individual proprietot of 


forest lends would find it his interest to do? Congress 


“has express authority to make ail needful rules and 
` regulations for the whole subject. ` It has made 


already a mass of rules. It has made lines for ex- 
ploring, rules for surveying, and ranning rules, and 
rules for selling and r ceiving payment. Many of 
these rules and regulations necessarily incor, in 
carrying them into effect, great expense; yet no one 
doubts that all sach expenses may be very preper- 
ly paid out of the Treasury. And if Congress 
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choose to go further, and make regulations for the 


opening of roads through the country, L cannot see 
the least constitutional objection to it. 
strikes me very forcibly is, that, 


these regions of country remains a territory, nobody 


And what | 
so long as one of | 


objects to making roads in it by the authority of ` 


Congress, and paying the expense out of the Trea- 
sury. Bat the public territory, so far as it remains 
unsold, is under the control of Congress after a 
State is established, as well as before. [t is as 
much the duty ot Congress to take care of it, to sell 
it advantageously, and to do every thing necessary 
and proper for the purpose of makiag such sales, 
after a State exists, as while the territorial form of 
government existed. There is, it is true, a difficul- 
ty, rather theoretical than practical, springing up, 
or which, by possibility, might spring up, by the 
establishment of the State Government; that is to 
say, there might possibly be a difficulty about juris- 
diction. It might be necessary, in some imaginable 
cases, to carry the road over lands belonging to in- 
dividuals; in other imaginable cases, it might 
be necessary to exercise some authority, re- 
sembling municipal authority, for the protec- 
ton of the road. But these cases are all 
hypothetical. No actual difficaliy has ever ec- 
curred; and, as to the mere power of appropriat on, 
there cannot be the slightest difference in the two 
cases, of States and Territories. There must, in 
each case, be a proper objecit—an object within the 
just power of Congress. And if this objects exists, 
the right to expend money upon it is as clear in 
one case as the other. I suppose it was merely 
with reference to this question of jurisdiction that 
Mr. Jefferson deemed the concurrence of the States 
importan!; although the question then pending had 
more appearance of doubt, as the road then to be 
constructed was on this side of the region of the 
public lands, and within the old States. Itis very 
certain that if, in a given case, Congress has not 
power, under the Constitution, to make a grant of 
money, it cannot obtain that power by ob'aining 
the consent of three or four States for its exercise 
The power must rest, and it does res', on the direct 
anthority of Congress. 

It is said that this 1s a local object, and that, in 
carrying it forward, we, in effect, tax the whole 
people for the benefit of a part. But this may be 
said of almost every thing. To be sure, the road 
is local; and so is every fort, every harbor, every 
pier, every light-house, and every a:mory and ar- 
senal in the United States. But they are not, for 
ihat reason, le-s within the just exercise of the pow- 
ers of Congress, or less deserving its attention. 
The money, it is true. is to be paid outof the Trea- 
-sury; but thea the public lands are constantly pay- 
ing money into the Treasury. Suppose it had been 
the practice to keep the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands in a distinet fund, separated from the 
general moneys of the Treasury: it would seem 
plain enough that out of this fund any reasonable 
sum mighi be applied for the purpose of making 
roads to and thrungh the lands, for the purpose of 
bringing them into the market. 

There is yet another view of the subject, which 
exhibits, I think, the duty of Congress in a clear 
light. We commence the settlement of these 
forest lands by the work of the surveyor. We 
cause them to be laid off into townships and 
sections. We then advertise them for sale by sec- 
tions; or smaller quantities, to accommodate set- 
tlers. A few settlers buy their lots, fell the timber, 
begin cultivation, and build their houses. Bat 
there must be roads from house to house ; there 
must be bridges over the streams; much cost and 
labor are demanded fer these and similar neizh- 
borhood purpeses. And this cost and labor are 
supplied by the setilers. Meantime the Unit-d 
States, owners still of the greater part of the lo's 
and sections, contribute nothing, and are taxed for 
nothisg. It has not been thought proper or con- 
venient, for general reasons, that the Government 
should be called on to bear any part of this ex- 

nse, though it may be a very heavy expense, as 
all know who are acquainted with the settlement 
of new countries. 

But, as the Government does 


nothing ia com- 
mon with other and smaller proprietors, for these 
smaller objects, the reason is greater that, on a 


! ground that justice demands the appropriation; 


larger scale, and in regard to larger and more ge- 
neral objects, it should make its just contribution. 

I say nothing of the expense of the road, only 
that I believe it has cost a great deal more than it 
need to have c st. It has been sometimes very 
badly managed. I hope the money may be more 
economically expended hereafter. But I am of 
opinion that the work ought to go on; and, not- 
withstanding that the Treasury is not overflowing, 
and notwithstanding that the Executive branches of 
Government do not recommend it, nor include the 
expense in the annual estimates, | shall yet give 
my vote for the dill, and hope it may pass. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he was thoroughly sa- 
tisfied that .he General Government was wholly 
unfit to carry on works of internal improvement, 
and that, in his sclicitude to see the termination of 
the whole system, he would vote for the amend- 
ment offered as a substitate for this bill by his 
friend from Alabama, [Mr. Cray] He believed 
the offer was a liberal one, and ought to be ac- 
cepted by the States interested. It went beyond 
the measure of real justice in the spirit of com- 
promise, and the hope that it would put an ent 
to this distracting question, and the system of 
which it constitutes a part. It was only in that 
view, he could justify his support of the proposition. 
Indeed, he believed that the fund was entirely 
exhausied, and that the States interested in the 
road had no just claim to further appropriation or 
aid from the Government. 

He could not concur in the opinion of the Sena- 
tor from Illinois, Mr. Youna. That Senator ac- 
knowledged that a sum much greater than could 
ever he derived from the two per cent. fund had 
been expended on the road, but insists, thatcn a 
fair construction of the compact with the States 
interested, a large portion of the sum expended 
ought not to be charged to that fund. He rested 
his construction on the expression, that the money 
should be expended on roads leading to the 
State, which he so construed as to make it 
the duty of the Government, under the com- 
pact, to carry the road actually to the limits 
of the Siates, and which, if correct, would 
oblige us to finish the roal throvghout its whole 
extent to the borders of Missvari. In giving this 
construction, he distinguished between “to” and 
“towards.” 

* He (Mr. C.) did not think it necessary to go into 
this verbal discussion He rested his opinion en 
more solid ground. Tt was, in fact, tvo late to 
inquire into the true mening of the compact in 
reference to the fund. Two points were certain. 
In the firat place, that | 
hound toexpend more than two per cent. cn the 
road, and that the fund had been exhausted. 
And, in the next place, that it had 
hausted by the votes, in part, of the members of the 
States interested in that fund, and at the earnest 
solicitation of the States which they 1epresent, and 
against the strenuous opposition of a large portion 
of the members from other parts of the Union. 
It is too late to say the fund is not liable for sach 
expenditures. They are estopped byftheir own acts. 
The very case stated by the Senator wonld illustrate 
what he said. Tfe asks, if an underiaker should 
engage to spead $10,000 to build a heuse for you, 
and should spend that sum on the foundation, 
would that fulfil his engagement? Yes, certainly, 
if that be the limit of the amount agreed to 
be spent, and if you st od by and insisted he 
should spind the whole smn he had engag d to 
do on the foundation; and such is precisely the 
present case. 

Nor could he agree w 
nator from Ohio, [Mr. 


ith the opinion of the Se- 
Tarran.] He takes the 
that 
in consequence of this, and other improvements by 
the Government, we have received a much higher 
price for the land sold, than what we could otber- 
wisefhave got, and that the purchasers have already 
paid for the road in this increase of price. He 
attempted tof establish his position” by reference 
to the price at which Cunnecicut sold her re-erve, 
which he stated to be forty cents the acre. In an- 
swer to this, it is sufficient tə remark that the pub- 
lic lands, so far from affording an inzome, have 
not yet returned to the General Government the 


be Government is not , 


been ex- | 


| thisexpendi‘ure, 


sum expended for them, as was stated and not de- 
nied in the recent discussion on the que:tien of 
assuming the State debts; and that, of course, if the 
road has been thus far constructed, and if it is to 
be continued, must be constructed at the expense 
of the commerce of the country, our only available 
source of revenue in reality. 

But another, and not less decisive answer, might 
be given to the argument. So far from selling on 
beiter, we have sold on worse terms than Connec- 
ticut. She sold her whole interest in the gross, in- 
cluding good and bad land, without expense, al- 
most a half century ago, for cash in hand, or, what 
is the same, paper well secured, with inlerest; 
while we have been selling through all the interme- 
diate period, piece by piece, of our best land, at a 
heavy expense. It requires but little knowledge of 
figures to show that, taking interest into the esti- 
mate, she has realized a clear profit per acre far 
greater than what we have, without making any 
deduction for expenses, trouble, and responsibility 
of managemen!. 

He had now showed that this appropriation can- 
not be defended on the claims of justice. If, then, 
it can be defended at all, it must be on the broad 
and general ground of expediency and constitu- 
tionality, on which every other work of the same 
description would stand. He would not assent to 
the ingenious attempt of the Senator from New 
York, (Mr. Wricur,] to distinguish it from other 
works of the kind. That Senator acknowledged 
that the two per cent. fund had been long since ex- 
hausted, and admitted that without the provision in 
this bill charging the work on that fund, there 
would be no distinction between an appropriation 
for this and any other road; and yet, with these ac- 
missions, he undertook the herculean task of prov- 
ing that the retention of the provision charging 
the appropriation on that exhausted fund, would, 
by sume magic, make a matertal distinction be 
tween this and all other roads. His intellect, he 
acknowledged, was too obtuse to perceive the dif- 
ference; unless, indeed, it be meant that, if the 
provision were retained, it would have the effect io 
prevent the President, in the exercise of his ap- 
proving power, from looking beyond the act itself, 
and ascertaining whether, in trath, the fund was 
exhausted or not, and thus to compel him to sign 
an act which, otherwise, bis oath tu suppoit the 
Constitution weuld compel him to veto. He took 
an entirely different view. He believed it due to 
the President, to ourselve', and the Constitation, to 
present the act to him, if presented at all, in exact 
conformity to the state of the facts, so as to afford 
him a fair opportunity to exercise the high power 
vested in him by the Constitution over our acts, 
wich fall knowledge of all the facts; and if he had 
no other objection to the bill than the retention of 
this deceptious provision, as he regarded it, ke 
would on that ace sunt vole against it, He held a 
strict atherence to truth, in every particular, to be 
among our mest solemn obligations. 

V-ewing this bill like every other for internal im- 
provement, he was opposed to it, if for no other 
reason, becan-e the experience of a quarter ofa 
centary had proved that this Government was 
utterly unfit to carry on works ef the kind. He 
wonid vote for the subsite, in order to get rid of 
the whole system. Tt appears, by a statement from 
the Treasury Department, that there has been spent 
hy this Government, for internal improvements, 
the sum of $18,600,000, in round numbers. If, to 

interest be addled, it may be fairly ptt 
down at the sum of twenty-five millions; and what 
do you suppose has been the aggregate incom? fie 
Government from thisimniense expenditu re, equal to 
one-fourth of the debt of the Revoution? The 
whole amount is just $173,620, and that from a 
single work, the Louisville and Port!and canal; an 
we have now, if I mistake not, a bill on the calen- 
der to surrender that work. Nor is this road an 
exception to wasteful and thoughtless expenditure. 
It has been stated in debate, and not contradicted, 
that it has thus far cost $18,000 per mile; a sum at 
least three times as great as a geod road of the 
kind may be made for, and much greater than 
what a sūb:tantial railroad ought to cost. 

Georgia is constructing at this time a railroad from 


the Tennessee to the Chatahoochie river, a distance 
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of 120 miles, including the mountain section be- 
tween the Atlantic and the Western waters, at the 
rate of $15 000 per mile, substantially made, to be 
laid down with heavy rails and graded for double 
tracks. If he miss:ated, he asked his friend from 
Georgia, back of him, to correct him, (Mr. Lump- 
xin.] He felt that he hazarded nothing in assert- 
ing, that this very road wi!l in ten years be super- 
seded by a railroad, and will prove worthless, like 
all our other projects of the kind, with the lucky ex- 
ception to which he had alladet. The uncertain 
navigation of the Ohio river, in summer and win- 
ter, will make a railroad passing in the same direc- 
tion necessary, and when made, this, which costs so 
much, and is the cause of so much contest, will be 
no more than a mere neighborhood road, being 
used to drive steck on, and not good for that. 

Bat the unfitness of this Government to carry on 
works of internal improvements is not confined to 
this objection. Our disbursements are as par- 
tial and unequal as they are wasteful 
and thovghiless. I hold in my hand a 
docoment, (No. 89, 21 Ses. 23d Congress,) which 
gives the amount expended under the head of in- 
ternal improvement, from the commencement of 
the Government to 1833. To that period there 
had been expended ten millions of dollars in 
round numbers, of which sum Georgia had re- 
ceived just seventeen thousand for her share, South 
Carolina nothing at all, Kentucky nothing, Vir- 
ginia nothing, and Tennessee twenty-seven thou- 
sand dollars. Tne truth is, that the expenditures 
appear to have been governed by importunity and 
pol.tical influence, with little or no regard to justice 
or utility. : 

A system so conducted must lead to discontent, 
and be productive, politically, of mischievous conse- 
quences. Need we go further than this very in- 
stance to prove the truth of this assertion? Can we 
doubt that there is, in reality, a large portion of 
this body discontented with so large an annual 
draft on the Treasury for a single work, as local 
in its- character as a thousand others that may be 
named? Nay, further; can we doubt that there is a 
great majority of the body of both parties opposed to 
it, both on the ground of expediency and constitution- 
ality, but who feel themselves compel!e l, in a mea- 
sure, to vote for the appropriation, because of i's 
supposed bearing on a certain question which now 
agitates the country, but which he did not deem it 
proper to name here. According to his mode of 
thinking, those who represented the States imme- 
diately concerned had the greatest interest in ter- 
minating the whole system. They were place!, in, 
his opinion, in a state truly awkward and embar- 
rassing; and for him<el‘, he would rather that his 
State should n2ver receive a cent, than to receive 
double the amount contained in this bill, under the 
circumstances under which it would have to be 
voted. 

It is time, Mr. President, that we should awake 
from our long slumber. We have, for the last fif- 
teen or twenty years, been wasting the resources of 
the Union on innumerable objecis of internal ex- 
penditure—roais, canals, harbors, an overgrown 


eleemosynary pension list, never intended to be 


placed, by the Constitution, under the charge of 
this Government—while we have been grossly ne- 
glecting the great objects for which the Government 
wasreally instituted. Itis high time that this internal 
bieeding, which has been wasting the sireng h of the 
Government, shculd cease, and that weshou'd direct 
our attention and resources to objects really en- 
trusted to the Government, and for which it is re- 
sponsible. He was no alarmist: he did not be- 
lieve that war would grow out of the boundary 
question. Right, he solemnly believed, was w th 
us; and when the Government of Great Britain 
came to a full and calm consideration of the sub- 
ject, such, he believed, would be her conclusion; 
but be that as it may, he could not bring his mind 
to the belief that two nations se deeply interested 
in preserving peace, would refuse to settle such a 
question short of an appeal to arms. The great 
point is 10 prevent collision between the local au- 
thorities on the opposite side of the line, and to 
Keep the question to the real point at issue. lf this 
be done, he did not doubt but the controversy 
would terminate peaceably, and to the mutual sa- 
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tisfaction of both parties. But although he did not 
believe that war would result, or that there was 
danger in that quarter, he could not look at the ge- 
neral state of the world, without fearing that the 


‘elements of strife were daily multiplying and gain- 


ing strength, and that it was time for us to economize 
our resources, and direct them to the point where 
they would be felt in the hour of trial. We must 
look to the ocean. That is the exposed side—the 
side of danger. There was no real danger on the 
side of the inland frontier. He regarded the Bri- 
tish possessions on that frontier as a pledge of 
peace, and not a source of danger. The immense 
increase of our population on the whole extent of 
the line, and the still greater facility of concen- 
trating the great masses of our population on any 
of its exposed points, by roads and canals, made us 
invincible there. Not so on the maritime frontier. 


-It is there we are really exposed, and to that we 


must direct our attention. For its defence fortifica- 
tions have their value; but they have been over 
estimated. It is on the navy we must rely. It 
was our cheapest and safest defence—at once our 
sword and shield. On it we should converge our 
surplus means. He would be prepared to show, 
on the proper occasion, that it would be in our 
power, by strict economy, and withholding useless, 
profuse, corrupting, and unconstitutional expendi- 
tures, to puton the ocean, at no distant period, 
ant without increase of burden, a force that 
would give to us the habitual command of 
the adjacent seas, against any force that 
could be safely kept by any hostile power on 
our coast. At that point we onght toam. No- 
thing short of it can give security or respectability. 
The first step is to put a stop to these internal ex- 
penditures; at the head of which stands that which 
is the subject of this discussion. Till it is stopped 
this system cannot be arrested; nor can we have 
any assurance till then that it will not return on 
us in its full vigor. Other portions of the Union 
will not staad by and see a part receiving all the 
benefit of the sys'em, be the pretence what it may, 
without struggling to participate in its advantages. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, 

The Senate adjourned. 
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SPEECH OF MR. WATTERSON, 

OF TENNESSEE. ? 

n the House of Repres ntatives,' April £, 1840—In 
reply to Mr. Bett, on his bid 10 s@cure the free- 
dom of elections, and to Prk more effectually 
for the faithful adm-nistratigd’ of Executive pa- 
tron2ge. 

Mr. WATTERSON said: 

¥ do not intend, on the present occasion, to take 
up much of the time of the House, by reading, 
iterating, and reiterating the opinions of Washing- 
ton, of Jefferson, of Madison, and of Jackson, in 
regard to the princip'es embraced in the bill now 
brovght forward by my honorable col'eague. I 
shill content myself wth stating, in plain lan- 
guage, my own views; ant for them will I be re- 
sponsibie to those who sent me here, and to the 
couniry. 

The bill is net a new acquaintance. It had its 
faint and comparatively harm'ess prototype in the 
sedition law of ibe eder Adams—a measure which 
overthrew the party that originated it; which 
brought about the p -litical revolution of 1801; and 
which gave rise to that immortal declaration of the 
principles of this Government, by the Virginia As- 
sembly, which has beea adopted and recognised us 
the corner s'one of Cemccracy. These principles 
will stand unshaken amid al! the conflicts of party, 
and must centinue to control this Government as 
long as it shall exist; for whenever the General Go- 
vernment shall go beyond its proper sphere, and 
assume arbitrary powers, or powers not delegated 


reigolies, in such a manner as to cause its over- 
throw. 43 = 

My first objection, therefore, to the bill pro- 
posed by my colleague, is, that it is unconstitu- 
tional. It interferes in a matter properly belong- 
ing to State authority, and over which this- Go- 
vernment has no sort of control. Congress 
as no right to prescribe the qualifications of elec- ` 


to it, it will come into collision with the State sove- 


tors in the several States; nor the mode of conduct- 
ing elections; nor the privileges or immunities of 
ciuzens in relation to elections. All this is left to 
State regulation. The States, if they see fit, can 
make any laws on this subject, not conflicting with 
their own and the Constitution ef the United States. 
But no State has yet seen proper to direct its legis- 
lation against the influence or the acts of Federal 
officers, as distinguished from other classes of citi- 
zens. Cungress is expressly prohibited by the 
words of the Constitution from makiog any law, 
‘abridging the freedom cf speech or of the press.” 
For wise reasons, the Constitution has been so 
framed as to withhold from the General Govern- 
ment any power to restrain the exercise of the right 
of speech, and the right of the press. Tao the 
States alone it belongs to judge how far these rights 
may be properly restricted. It is too late to argue 
this question. It has been settled by the almost 
unanimous voice of the people of these States. 

The principles of this bill, however, are stilt 
more inconsistent with our Constitution, and with 
the doctrin¢s of Jefferson and Madison, than those 
of the sedition law. The latter restrained the free- 
dom of the press, but the former strikes at the liberty 
of speech. The sedition law allowed the trath to 
be given in justification of what was published; 
but this bill makes criminal even the suggestion of 
undisputed trath, in regard to public men and mea- 
sures. 

The object of the bill ts to prevent Federal offi- 
cers from intermeddling in eleciions, or, in other 
words, to gig them to deprive them of their rights 
under the Constitut on; to forbid them from speak- 
ing on public affairs. My colleague, indeed, says, 
that his object is to emancipate these unfortunate 
men from Executive influence. Ii may be that, 
like the Turk, he wouid epsiave, tn order to proses 
lyte; and, sir, if this b J couia be m-de a ‘aww, the 
offic-re of the Government agains hum it is 
aimec, would be watched, and dugg:d, and misre- 
presented, and prosecuted, unti: ih y were driven 
nto the sanctuare of the trae Oppes:tion faith 

T ask if the bill now brougut in by my coileague, 
is not the same in principle, if net in-detail, as thar 
which was introduced mto.the Senate iasi year by 
a Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Crirrespen,] and 
which incurred the marked dicapprobaricn of trar 
body, and of the peop:e? If Tam not misiaken, my 
colleagu’ approved highly of that bill, I remem- 
ber, said Mr. W. that I read the speech of my cole 
league on the harbor bill in the year 1836, iw which 
he quotes, with much admiration, an oki English 
statute, passed in the year 1701, prohibiting certain 
officers of the customs an1 excise, and of the post 
office, from giving their votes ia any election 
of members of Parliament, or from persuading 
any elector to give, or dissuading him from 
giving, his vote in snch election. He then called 
upon the freemen of the United States to take a 
lesson on this sabject from the legislaticn of a Go- 
vernment less free than our own, and of an age in 
which Republicanism was known but in the visions 
of philosophers. Tne example drawn from Eng- 
tish legis'‘ation, isan abndgement of the: elective 
franchise. That Government ha: abridged the 
same right in an hundred different ways and undér 
various pretences. It has indeed. narrowed it dowa 
under any pretext which it supposed might recon- 
cile the people to such eneroachment. But why 
should we follow a precedent so hostile to the ge- 
nius of onr Government? Weuld the gentleman 
begin the work of suppressirg the voice of free- 
men on public affaits, on any pretence, so as to fa- 
miliarize us to a scheme which, among the Fede- 
ralists, bas always terded gradually to gag the peo- 
ple and restrict the right of suffrage. That party 
has never lost sight of their origina! plan of warp- 
ing our Government into the British system. 

This system, which my colleague believes to be 
so necessary to the preservation of the freedom 
of elections, in this free laad, was adopted by a 
Senator, and brought forward, at the last 
session, in a bill which was a copy, word 
for word, of the British statate, which so 
much pleases my culleague. Five Senators 
w-re found to vote for it, two of them, perhaps, in 
compliment to the weli known opimons of my 
colleague, but never was a bill less favored by the 
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people or the States. My colleague, net discou- 
raged by the iH saccess of ihis first attempt to which 
two of his friends in the other body were made a 
sacrifice, has again brought forward the same plan 
in a slightly modified form. 

Can my colleague be surprised that a bill, the 
features of which are so well understood, and 
which has been so s'rongly reprobated, should be 
resisted on its threshold? Can he be surprised at 
the hesitation manifested even in granting leave 
to introduce the bill, or that a motion should now 
be made for its rejection? But having a fixed idea on 
this subject, and possessing unwavering confidence 
in his views of it, he commenced his speech with 
an expression of surprise that such opposition was 
manifested by a portion of his colleagues and 
others of the same political party, when he asked 
leave to introduce his bill. He told the House 
what the Globe would have said, in the event 
leave had been refused. Whether the sketch 
which he drew was mere fancy or not, I do not 
feel myself called upon to give an opinion. I 
think, however, he is entirely mistaken in suppos- 
ing that those who vo ed against leave, were actu- 
ated by the motives which he ascribes to them. 


They, no doubt, thought the bill was so abomina- | 


ble, that it was their duty to oppose it at every 
step of its progress—that it was se obnoxious, it 
eouid -find but lite favor even with the gn 
-tleman's own pilitical friends upon this floor— 
tha’ an unprofitable dedate would arse upon it, 
which would consume mouch time, that should be 
devated to the important public: business of the 
countrys requiring immediate action. Sr,I am 
not sure bui tiey took the mght cours?, and 
should have teen sustainef, though my vote 
sands rec rded ia favor of giving leave. It oc- 
seugred to me, at the time, thar, if my collesgue 
weres not perm tted to hang a rea! bona fide sum) 
areh, Onr yearn old, on tais pull, abour the of- 
fice hold-rs and Exesutive patronage, he would 
be certain 10 do so, when some othr measure was 
under discussion; and that even in poini of time, no- 
thins coa dbe saved oy vefacing to graut the leave 
d-sved. Moreover, sir, the bili has teen on your 
docket for alo-g while, and L wish to see it dit- 
po-el of ~a vote aken upon i—and iet the coun- 
ary know how miny members are in tavor of 
(wha! I conceive to be its odious prov'sions. I 
hope therefore, that no friend of the Administra- 
‘tion will move to lay it upon the tab'e, or to get 
‘clear of it in any other isdrect way. Let us 
merch right upto the main question, and if tne 
bil! contains the principles of the Whig party, the 
gooner the people know it the betier. BatT pre- 
dict that, whenever we cone tothe stickiag point, 
such dodg:ng and hiding behini pillars, as there 
will be, has not been witnessed among my col- 
Jeague’s political friends, since the “immo tal five” 
voted for Mr. Critrenpen’s famous gag bill. 

My colleague complains that the minority of this 
House are gagged by the majority. Where is the 
evidence of it? Is it to be found in the many 
elaborate electioneering speeches which have been 
made here by him and his political associates? 
Have they not wasted fivefold as much tme in 
useless partisan debates, as has been wasted by the 
Democratic members? These facts are indisputa- 
bie—they aie blazoned on the records of our pro- 
ceedings, yet, forsooth, the Opposition are gagged ! 
Bir, if it were not for the “previons question” in 
the Fouse, and a determination on the part of the 
majority to “set out” important questions in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, it would be impossible to do 
any business—such is the disposition of the Whigs 
to stave off everv question, to impede the progress 
of legislation. They oppose every thing and pro- 
pose nothing. Like the architect of ruin, they are 
eternally endeavoring to pull down, and never 
once make an effort to build up. 

Mr. Speaker, the clamor of the Opposition about 
office holders is not new to our ears. It is the cry 
of the outs against the ins. It willbe a: perpetual 
as the existence of parties. We have often heard 

it before. Sirangers to the cry would be led to 
suppose, that all office holders, all who were so far 
honered with public confidence, as to hold any 
pub‘ic station of profit or trust, are necessarily ene- 
pies to their country—particalarly if they should 
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votre, or dis-aade hi n from voting, this or that way 
! but to suppres. the r ght of suffrage itself —to set 
| aside the voice of the people—and, in shor!, to 
` su stitute the will of the minority, for that of the 
» majoriry. 
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happen to hear the emphatic denunciations of them 
by my colleague. If, sir, there ar-too many ottice 
holders, let him specify them, and bring forward a 
bill to dispense with them, and [assure him that 
I will go for it. No proposition has yet come 
frem him for that purpose, and none can be ex- 
pected. 

Bar, Mr. Speaker, is the purity of represen'ation, 
and tke freedum of elections, alone assailable by 
office holders ot the General Government? Can my i 
colleague see no danger from any other quarter? 
In the scenes which have lately passed before our 
eyes, and to which he alluded in bis remarks on 
yesterday, can he not discover the danger to which 
elections, both of members of Congress and of the 
State Leg slatures, are exposed from sources much 
nearer home than his supposed Executive- influ- 
ence? On the part of officers of the State Govern- 
ments there have been daring attempts, of late 
years, to suppress the right of suffrage, and to con- 
trol the results of elections. In one State, Penn- 
sylvania, the policy was avowed by the minority 
party, then in power, of “treating the election as 
if it had not been held.” The attempt was 
made in that and in one cther State, by offiers 
holding my colleague’s political opinions, and 
sharing with him in abhorrence of Executive in- 
fluence over elections—nut to persuade a person to 


Yes, sir, the acts of reckless and une | 
princip'ed officers of the Stat» G -vernmen's, have 


| been sabsiituted, or attempted to be substitu'ed, for 
. a free ee ‘tion by the people; and, in all this, my 
' eolieasue sees no cause of alarm, though in one 
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case, it brought one of the largest and mst re- | 
spectable States in the Union, to the brink of revo- | 
Jat.on and civil war, and, in the ovh-r. led to a pro- 
lonerd di-organization of the legislative branen of 
the Federal Governme:t 
Again; elections are exposed to another vicious | 
influence, which see-ns to have escaped the novice? 
and reprobation of my colleague. J mean the in- 
fluence of “assıciaied wealth,” of pr vileged cor- 
porations, acting in concert wih Sate cfficers, 
against the policy of the Admi is raton of the 
General Government. Is there no danger frem 
this source? ‘The tremendous money power o” this 
country, and its natural ally, the money power of 
England, are brought to bear, as we have too often 
witnessed, not only upon elections, but npon the 
elected Representatives of the people. Who can 
estimate the danger to our institutions, of the con- 
cen’ra ion of this moneyed power in the hands of 
the General Government, which it is the object of 
the Whig party, who support the union of Bank 
and State, to effect? And this o ject is to be 
brought about, not by the Administration and 
its adnerents, but by officers of the State Govern- 
ments, acting in co-operation with money corpora- 
tions, to control orset aside the popular will, as 
expressed at the polls. 


Bat whence is this outery against the interfer- | 
ence of officers of the Federal Government in i 
elections? Does it not arise chi fly from those 
S:ates where the Opposition to the Administration 
have the majority? If this influence can be felt | 
much any whee, it is in the large cities on | 
the seaboard, Pniladelphia, New York, Boston, | 
Providence, New Orleans, &e. where there are | 
numbers of custom-heuse officers. But have not } 
thee cities been oppose! to the Admin's'ration? 
In Philadelphia the majority for Ritner over Porter 
was upwards of four thousand. The city of New 
York, at the last Congressional election, went | 
against the Administration; and if, with the aid of 
the rezisiry law, the Whigs can drive the peopie 
from the polls, they hope to win it again. Who 
can attribate much influence, for or against an 
Administration, over the intelligent and spirited 
population of those cities, to a few weighers and 
gaugers, inspecters and tide waiters? At ail events, 
their influence does not appear to have been very 
efficient in commanding a majority. 

Tn the interior of the country, a Government 
officer is scarcely seen, nor is the power of the Ex- 
ecutive, in any way, seen or felt. The workings 


of our system are so admirable, thar the hand of 
the Generai Government is raeiy vi-ible there, 
The post offices comprise the only class of pubiic 
officers that the people generally are cften brought 
in contact with. There are about twelve thousand 
postmas’ers. But is it not netorious that more than 
half of these officers are Opposition men? Mr. 
Kendall so informs us, in a lever addressed to a 
member of this House, (Mr. Duncan,} at the last 
session. If any inficence be exerted by office 
holders under the Federal Government, it must be 
chiefly through this army of officers, and more than 
half of them, I repeat, are Whigs. The Adminis- 
tration is likely, therefore, to lose at least as 
much as itcan gain by their political inflaence. 
Most of these officers are men of some con- 
sideration in their own neighborhood, and 
take the office for the accommodation of their 
neighbors, and not for the emolument, which is but 
trifling—sometimes not five dollars a year. The 
office is too inconside:able to attach them to an 
Executive; but, at the sams time, it is one whieh 
they can, if they please, turn with great power and 
effectagainst an Administration, by distributing 
Federal documents, promoting subscriptions to Fee 
dera! newspapers, and violating the'r official duty 
by franking If these things are done at all, they 
can surely be done by the Opposition postma-ters, 
to as great an extent, as by those who are friendly to 
the Administration. 


It is in vain, then, that we look to the officers of 
the cu-t ms, or to the deputy postmasters, for the 
evidence of that influence in support of the Execa- 
tive, which my colleagne so much dreads. Where 
ig it to be found? Will he point to Wash.ngton 
City for proof? Here, under the immediate infia- 
ence of the Presideat and his cabinet, three-fourths 
of all the citizens are Whigs. A large portion of 
the clerks and the heads of bureaus are alsu or posed 
tothe present Democratic Administration. If, sir, 
the Pres dent is to be censured atall, it ought to be 
for keeping in office so many of his opponents. If 
he is to have all ihe odium, I thiok he onght to 
have it fır something. From the continval c'a- 
mor about proscription, a person who knew nothing 
about it might well suppose that there is some 
truth in it; bar the charge cannot be sustained by 
the facts of theca-e. Tne President dors not agree 
10 pursue such a ceurse as I would urge. So far 
as i am concerned, I wonld, as to all impor ant 
officers, sweep the politcal chessboard; and it ts all 
sheer hypocrisy in the Opposition, when they make 
any viher profession, becaivse, whenever and 
wherever they have the power, they carry out the 
principles of indiscri rinate proscription. 

I would like to see the politica! friends of my col- 
league from the Siate of New York vote for the 


‘bil. During the Legislature now in session, the 


i! have held the power, 


` tent, meritorious, and respectable officers, 


Whig Governor of that State turned out and re- 
fused 10 reappoint six hundred and more Demo- 
cratic office holders, including those of the lowest 
grade, down to cullers of staves and heading, and 
inspecters of sole leather. 

Is it not notorious that the Whig City Council 
of New York tumed out every Dem crat, even 
the street scavengers ani lamp lighters? Did not 
the Ritner dynasty carry ont the spoils princip'e, 
as my colleague has been pleased to call it wiha 
vengeance? He made a clean sweep. The white 
laborers on the public works were dismissed, and 
as I have just been informed, negroes were put in 
the:r places. In New Jersey, the great broad szal 
State, every justice of the peace was dismissed; 
and in Massachuset's, Vermont, Rode Isand, 
Connecticut, and every other State where they 
the same course has been 
pursued. If the country should be cursed by the 
election of the nominee of the Harrisburg Conven- 
tion, they will change their clamor; but there is no 
danger that they will ever have that cause for 
ceasing their hypocritical ery of prescriptio'l. 

Here, { would have it understood, Mr. Speaker, 
that noiwithstancing I am for a prety general 
tumbling overboard, vet ! would censure the Pre- 
sident, or any o'her man, for turning out compe 
and ap- 
gas I 


pointing others just the reverse. But so joa 


- could find among my own friends, those who were 
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equally compe'ent and deserving, I would invaria- 
bly give them the preference. 
Such, sir, was the doctrine of General Washing- 
ton in his administration, and who will dispute its 
correctness? No Administration can, or onght to 
be supported, that treats its friends with neglect and 
injustice. ee a 
Gen. Washington’s opinion on this subject is 
worthy of repetition in connection with this clamor 
about proscription. “I shall not,” he says, “whilst 
I have the honor to administer the Government, 
bring a man into any office of consequence, know- 


ingly, whose political tenets are adverse to the mea- || 


sures which the General Government is pursuing; .. 
for this, in my opinion, would be a sort of political | 


suicide. 
certain.” 
Mr. Speaker, I would call attention to the facts 
contained in a message from the President, in an- 
swer to a resolution requesting lists of officers who 
derive their appointments frem the President and 
Senate, and who have been cismissed from office 
since the 31 of March, 1789, up to the 3d of 
March, 1840. Out of those whose commissions 
are recorded in the office of the Secretary of State, 
embracing most of the higher officers, the follow- 
ing number of removals have been made, to wit: 
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. 10 7501617 585 9 
Army officers removed hy order of the 
Prosident = - ; B . 39477 4 
Navy officers removed by order of the 
President . > . 25421 8 
‘Marine corps - 1 1 


Those whose commissiona have been 
recorded in the T.easury Office 
since 1833; the records before that 
time wereburnt -> - Ti 10 14 
Since the day 2d day of Jury, 1836, a large class 
of postmasters reccive iheir appointments from the 
President and Senue, of weich class there have 
been removed by Mr. Van Buren thirteen. 
’ These results show tha’ but forty removals have 
been made by Mr. Van Buren, since he came into 
power, and should put to shame my colleague and 
others, who are making such an outcry against 
him for removing "so many” for optnion’s sake. 

My colleague has been pleased to denominate 
the Democr.tic party as the vampire party, and 
said it cou'd not stand a day if his bill, or the 
bill introduced in the other end of the Capitol, 
of like import, had passed; that they would have 
the same eifect on the Democratic party as did 
the surgzon’s knife in despatching the vampire—a 
history of the existence and destruction of which 
he cite’. What has been the consequence of the 
use of this surgeon’s kni‘e—the gag bill—in the Se- 
nate? Whether intended or not, itbas bled to 
death politically two of my colleague’s friends, the 
late Senators from Tennessee, and, should it ever 
come to a vote in this House, as I hope it will, it 
may have some furvher effect in the same way, if 
indeed it shou!d obtain any votes. 

Ancther charge, which is constantly sounded in 
oar ears in connection with this subje.t of Execu- 
tive patronage, is that of defalcation—defalcation. 
Gentlemen of the Opposifion would make the 
world believe that there have been no defau'ters in 
teir ranks. Bat, sir, we have official docume:.ts 
here to which 1 appeal fur testimony on this subj-ct. 

The tremendous defalcation in the city of New 
York, which furnished so much political capital to 

the Opposition, and added a new word to our voca- 
bularies, cannot te considered in any other light 
than a Whig defalcation. The defaulter himself 
was any thing buta Democrat, and he was sup- 
ported, recommended, and urged for reappointment 
by his Whig and Conservative friends. But, 
waiving this, I a mready to prove, from adocument 
which I hold in my hand, giving a list of defanhters, 
and the amount of defalcations, from the organiza- 
tion of the Government in 1789, to March 4th, 
1837, tha! there was less money lost under the ad 
ministration of General Jackson, than was lost un- 
der any other Administration since ` that of George 
Washington, in proportion to the amounts collected 


That it would embarass its movements is | 


Freedom of Elections—Mr. Watterson. 


and disbursed. I read from a report submitted by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, December 30, 1839 
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WASHINGTON. i i , | 
Ist four years, $4,889 13: 213 $22 95) 13 
2d four years, 32,738 23 400 81 82 27 

ADAMS. i 

Four years, 170,770 92: 535 330 41, 83 

JEFFERSON. : 
Ist four years, 54,419 42 622 87 49, 32 


2d fonr years, 
Mapison. 

Ist four years, 

2d four years, 


i 
I 


i 


152,568 70 596. 255 99' 64 


460,352 73 854. 539 as 30 


1,217,822 062076 597 601 12 


Monroe. 


Ist four years, 2 05 


| 
1,207.193 15:1536| 785 90 


2d four years, 986,642 53.1052: 937 872 16 
J.Q Apams. 
Four years, 327,387 49 823 397 79 66 
Jac- sox. i 
Ist four years, 105 502 88 852 123 83 19 
21 four years, 230.336 32, 971, 237 22, 26 
COLLECTION. 
WASHINGT: -N. | 
Ist foir years, 51 
2d four years, $7,855 29 83) $94 63} 03 
ADAMS : 
Four years, 244,945 60 95/2578 37! 72 
JEFFERSON. | | 
lst four years, 36,219 05, 100; 362 10) 74 
21 four years, 247,278 70! sae heed 16; 39 
Manson. ee | 
Ist four years, 172,738 12 1071664 00: 43 
2d four years, 86870 37, 207. 330 56. 10 
rii | | | 
Monrog. : 
lst four years, 400,022 44) 222 1801 90; 42 
2d four years, 253,805 25: 130/1967 39; 35 
J. Q. Avams. | 
Four years, 189,721 80 133 1449 00. 20 
JACKSON. i i 
Ist four years, ! 184.444 65! 139.1326 94° 17 
21 four years, | 214,648 03, 1611335 08: 15 


From 1789 to 1837 inclusive, the Government 
lost, by using banks as depositories, and receiving 
their notes ia payment of pnblic dues, thirty-four 
millions nine hundred and seventy-four thousand seven 
hundred and twenty two dollars ! 

It will be seen, by glancing over the following 
official staiement, among other things, that during 
General Jackson’s administration, the losses by de- 
faleations amounted to but twenty-two anda half 
cents on each hundred dollars of the ageregate ex- 
penditures, and sixteen cents on the aggregate col- 
lec‘ions, whilst during John Quincy Adams’s ad- 
ministration, the losses of the former amounted to 
sixty-six cents on each hundred dollars, and those 
of the latter to twenty cents on each $100. Yet my 
colleague and his political associates are exerting 
every nerve 'o restore that Administration to pow- 
er; for though it is.not proposed to advance the 
same man, ®is to restore the same odious Federal 
principles. 
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Exhibit of the amount of indebtednese to the Govern- 
ment on custom-house bonds, embracing successive 
periods of four years, from 1789 to 1837, and the 


amount of duties collected during the same period. 
= 2af 
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i + 
4th Mar. 1789, to 4th Mar. 1793 $686 46; $12,097,850 50 
4th Mar. 1793, to 4th Mar. 1797 82,359 84] 24,552,164 13 
4ıh Mar. 1797, to 4th Mar. 1801 85,179 98; 33,548,222 90 
4th Mar. L801, to 4th Mar. 1805 61,872 69| 46,952,705 72 
4th Mar. 1805, to 4th Mar. 1809 122,478 51| 54,172,790 4 
4th Mar. 1809, to 4th Mar. 1813 374,6 4 23! 44,079,932 82 
4th Mar. 1813, to4th Mar. 1817 688,836 51, 75,871,937 67 
4th Mar. 1817, to4th Mar. 18214 880,111 67: 65,470,053 06 
4th Mar. 1821, to 4th Mar. 1825 1,568,476 17) 74,655,284 54 
4th Mar. 1825, to 4th Mar. 1829 | 2,278,558 47' 88,941,104 61 
4th Mar. 1829, to 4th Mar. 1833 | 299,798 51) 103,644,579 31 
_ 4th Mar. 1833, to 4th Mar. 1837 | 1,305,305 45 70,185,498 66 
Total, $7,743,318 89° 694,172,034 86 


Of ail the collectors and receivers appoint- 
ed by Mr. Van Buren, the official documents 
will show that up to this time there is not one dol- 
lar lost by a defaication on their part. 

Now, sir, as my colleague has so much to say 
about office holders, it may not be improper to talk 
about a much more numerous, importunate, noisy, 
and hungry class, the office seekers. Here I would 
remark, that the energies of office seekers are sti- 
mutated by hope of spoil, or by resentment for re- 
jection; and their efforts in opposition to an admi- 
nistration, are much more zealous and efficient than 
those made by its friends in its favor. It has been 
doubted, indeed, whether an administration gains 
any friends through its patronage. Where one per- 
son is appointed, many are disappointed, and be- 
come disaffected. A French Minister remarked, 
that in giving appointments to office, he made ‘‘a 
dozen enemies, and one ingrate.” Office seekers, 
too, are more free im the use of party weapons, 
than their adversaries, the office holders, can be. 

Mr. Speaker, I would now call attention to a 


‘| very extraordinary correspondence between the 
' Union Association of Oswego, New York, and 
ii General Harrisen’s confidential committee at Cin- 


: cinnati, who have taken him under their especial 


keeping. They do not intend, it seems, that he 
shall answer any interrogatories which may be put 
to him on the subject of Abolition, the Bank, or 
any other important question, lest he may displease 
some of the factions that compose the Whig party. 
They have given him his orders not to make any 
“further declaration of his principles, for the public 
eye, whilst occupying his present position.” They 
say they are sausfied that this is the most politie 
course, from the “consideration that the National 
Convention deemed tt impolitic, at the then crisis, te 
publish any general declaration of the views of the 
greot Opposition party.” Why they did not, I shall 
take occasion to make known, before I resume my 
seat. This committee further remark, that, when 
they reflect “how ably all interests were represented” 
in the Harrisburg convention, the conntry will 
have “a high guarantee” that, “should General 
Harrison be elected to the Presidency, the office wil? be 
happily and constitutionally administered, under the 


| gutdance of the same principles which directed our 


Washington, Jefferson, and Madison,” 

How ably “all interests” were represented in that 
convention, I will also furnish abundant evidence 

evidence which, I fear, will disturb the equani- 
mity of many a good Whig throughout the country. 

But who are these conscience keepers of Gen. 
Harrison, who have fallen so muchin love with 
Jeffersonian principles? Two of them, I under- 
stand, are y: ung knights of the green bag, who are 
in no way identified with the Democracy of the 
country, and who, if Mr. Jefferson were President 
now, would oppose him with the same zeal that 
they oppose the re-election of Martin Van Pe 
The other is the notoricus John C. Wright, 1895. 
represented a Jackson district in Congress es Te: 
but, in violation of their will and wishes, hee OF 
John Quincy Adams. He edited, I have si in- 
formed, a Federal newspaper in Troy, New a 
from 1805 to 1809, and heaped such wholerale 


abuse upon Mr, Jeferson, and the pena 
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aaa 
party, that he was frequently prosecuted for libels, 


jadgments obtained against him, he was broken 
up, and had to emigrate. Yet, strange to tell, he 
has become of late a great admirer of Jeffersonian 
Republicanism! Such are the men who surround 
Gen. Harrison, and have charge of his opinions— 
who impudently tell the American people, if they 
ate not pleased with Gen. Harrison’s refusal to 
make any “further declaration of his views,” they 
must attribute the error to them and “his immedi- 
ate advisers.” 

Whilst, sir, my colleague is for gagging the 
office holders, this Federal clique have actually 
muzzled the chief of the office seekers. Knowing that 
his principles are in conflict with the best interests 
of the country, they use him like a machine, 
which never acts until itis acted upon. When 
before did a candidate for the higest office within 
the gift of a free people deny their right to interro- 
gate him on all subjects of public interes? Gen. 
Harrison has virtually done so, by placing himself 
in the hands of a confidential committee, who have 
sealed his lips, and instructed him “to lie low and 
keep dark” until after the election. Sir, if I had 
no other objection to Gen. Harrison under the 
tèrna? sun of God’s heavens, this would be suffi- 
cent. It should make every patriet deprecate his 
election as the greatest calamity that could befal 
the nation. 

But it is pretended that Gen. Jackson had a 
sitnilar committee. Not a word of this is true. 
He is not the man to be put in strings, and pulled 
‘about like an automaton. He always gave his 
opinions freely, when interrogated; he never was 
afraid to ‘take the responsibility” of saying what 
he thought, and he ever thought what he said. 
The Jackson committee at Nashville was se- 
leeted by the people, for the purpose of de- 
fending his character against the ruthless attacks, 
the infamous slanders, which the Federal party 
were propagating against him—-a thing he 
disdained to do himself—and not for the purpose 
“of hiding his views or speaking for him on a sin- 
gle political question. No man upon the face of 
theearth would scorn to have around him a “pack 
of keepers,” more than General Jackson. He is 
made of different metal, and thank God for it. 
Before and after hiselection as President, he an- 
swered every interrogatory put to him by commit- 
tees or individuals, inhis own proper name and 
person, a 
__I will now read the correspondence between 
General Harrison’s “thinkers” and the association 
alluded to, and will make no further comments. 


Let the country read and judge for themselves, 
Osweao, Jan 31, 1840. 
To the Hon. WitttaM H. HARRISON: 

Dear Bre: In accordance with a resolution of the Union Asse- 
ciation of Oswego, I am instructed te propose three questions 
to you, in relation to subjects that a large portion of this sec- 
tion of the country feel a deep interest in. The first is— 

Are yon in favor of receiving and referring petitions for the 
immediate abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia? 

Second—Are you in favor of a United States Bank or some 
institution similar to that, for the safe keeping and disbursing 
of the public moneys, and for giving a uniform currency 
throughout the United States? 

And lastly— Would you favor the passage of a General Bank- 
rupt Law, by Congress,—so that its operations might be equal 
in all the States of the Union? 

I have only to say, sir, that the above inquiries are made in 
accordance with the unanimous wishes of this association, the 
members of which, 1 am instructed to say, entertain the highest 
regard for your. past services, and hope, should you be elected 
to the high office for which you are nominated, that nothing 
may occur to lessen youin the estimation ofa great and free 
people. 

lam, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

MILES HOTCHKISS, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


Cincinnati, Feb. 29, 1840. 
Osweco UNION Associ ATION: 

GENTLEMEN: Your letter of the Slat ult. addressed to General 
Harrison, hasbeen placed in our possession with a view to 
early attention. This is unavoidable in consequence ofthe 
very numerous letters daily received by the General, and to 
which his reply in person is rendered absolutely impracticable. 
As from his confidential committee, you will look upen this 
response; and if the policy observed by the committee should 
not meet with your approbation, you will attribute the error 
rather to sutaelees and Fis immediate advisers than Gen. Har- 
ison. That policy is, that the General make no further decla- 
ration of his principles, for the public eye, whilst occupying 
his present position. 

Such a course has been adopted, not for purposes of conceal- 
ment, nor to avoid all proper responsibility; but under the im- 
pression that the General’s views, in regard to all the important 
and exciting questions of the day, have heretofore been given to 
the public, fully and explicitly; and that those views, whether 
gonnected with constitut.ona} or other queations of very general 
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interest, have undergone no change. The committee are 
strengthened in regard to the propriety of this policy; that ne 
new issue be made to the public, from the consideration that the 
national convention deemed it impolitic at the then crisis, to 
publish any general declaration of the views of the great Oppo- 
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sition party, and certainly the policy, at the present, remains : 


unaltered. In the mean time, we cannot help expressing the 
hope, that our friends, every where, will receive the nomina- 
tion of Gen. Harrison with something akin to general confi- 
dence. When we reflect upon the distinguished intelligence of 
the nominating convention—how ably all interests were repre- 
sented in that body; we certainly have a high guarantee, that 
should General Harrison be the successful candidate for the 
Presidency, that office will be happily and constitutionally ad- 
ministered, and under the guidance of the same principles 
which directed our Washington, Jefferson, and Madison. Be- 
lieving you will concur with us in the propriety of the policy 
adopted, we have the pleasure in subscribing ourselves 


Your friends, 
DAVID GWYNNE, 
J.C. WRIGHT, 
O. M. SPENCER. 
H. E. Spencer, Cor. Sec’ y. 


Mr. Speaker, a great deal has been said by the 
Whigs about Gen. Harrison’s pretended poverty. 
For popular effect, they have denominated him the 
log cabin and hard cider candidate. Sir, if you 
could travel down the Ohio river and look at his 
princely estate at North Berd—with a dwelling 
more like a palace than a cottage—with two or 
three thousand acres of land, worth from fifty to 
one hundred dollars per acre, and surrounded by 
every comfert that life can bestow, you would be 
ready to exclaim, “if this be poverty, then I am 
willing to be poor the remainder of my days.” 
Born of wealthy parentage, he never knew what 
want was. And why should he? Ever since he 
left his paternal roof, he has been sucking at the 
Treasury pap—has been an office holder— ani has 
pocketed from the General Government between 
seventy and eighty thousand dollars! I do not make 
this assertion without being armed with proof, as 
the official statement which I have will show. Let 
it be read every where. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
April, 1840. 

Sir: Ia compliance with your verbal request, I have the 
honor herewith te enclose you the desired copies of statements 
in relation to compensation received by Wm. Henry Harrison. 

Very respectfully, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary ofthe Treasury. 


Ton. H. M. WATTERSON, 
House of Representatives. 


_ Statement of the public money paid to William Henry 


Harrison, in the civil and diplomatic capacity in 
which he was employed. 


Years. In what capacity. Payments. 
1799, Secretary of the Govern- 
ment of the Western Ter- 
ritory, : - $1,068 C0 
1800. Do. do. 42 50 
1799-1800. Delegate in Congress, 1,476 00 
ss Government of Indiana 
Territory—salary, - 483 69 
1801. Do. do. 2,000 00 
1802. Do. do. 2,000 00 
1803. Do. do. 2,000 00 
1804. Do. salary and expenses 
letting Salt Springs, 2,288 60 
1805. Do. salary and contin- 
gent expenses, 2,600 00 
s Do. printing laws, pub- 
lic seals, &c. -~ 763 56 
1806. Do. salary and contin- 
gent expenses, 2,109 52 | 
1807. Do. do. 2,332 21 
1808. Do. do. 2,059 61 
1809. Do. do. and 
county seals, - 2,022 00 
1810. Do. do. 2,035 45 
1811. Do. do. 2,040 00 
1812. Do. do. 2,000 00 
181617. Representative in Congress, 1,268 00 
1817-718. Do. do. 1,587 20 
1818-719. Do. do. 1,323 20 
1825-26. Senator, - - 1,896 00 
1826-27. Do. do. 1,264 00 
1827—28. Do. do. 1,952 00 
1828. Minister to Colombia, - 14,439 56 
1829. Do. do. 9000 00 
$62.051 04 


Treasury DerarRTMENT, Reatster’s OFFICE, 


March 20, 1840. 
T. L. SMITH, Register. 


Statement of the amount of public money paid te Wm. 
H. Harrison, esq. for his services in the civil and 
military capacities n which he has been employed by 
the Government, so far as has been ascertataed from 
the books and files of the office of the Third Auditor, 
prepared in pursuance of a letter from the Hon. A. 
Smith, H. R. ef the 19th March, 1840, referred to 
this office by the Secretary of the Treasury for a re- 
port, viz: 

Pay as Ensign in the First Regiment of Infantry, 
from the 16th Augus!, 1791, the date of his ac- 
ceptance, to the Ist June, 1792, and as Lieu- 
tenant from the 2d June, 1792, to the 13th Au- 


gust, 1793 - - - - $553 06 
Subsistence from the 16:h Aug. 1791, 
to 13th Aug. 1793, and as Lieutenant 
and Aid-de-Camp from 14th Augusi 
to 6th October, 1793 - - 143 16 
Forage as Aid-de-Camp from the 14th 
August to November 1,.1793 - 26 00 
Pay as Captain from lst October, 1797, 
to the 17th June, 1798, the date of 
his resignation - = - 342 67 
Subsistence for the same time - - 204 52 
$1,269 41 


The records of the office furnish no evidence as 
to the payments made to him between August, 
1793, and the 1st October, 1797. He no doubt re- 
ceived the pay and emolnments to which his rank 
entitled him, and for which he would receipt on 
the field and staff and company rolis; the accounts, 
however, being destroyed by the burning of the 
public buildings, the amount cannot now be ascer- 
tained. 

Pay and emoluments as Major General in com- 
mand of the troops on the Northwestern frontier 
and Northwestern army, from the 25th August, 
1812, to the Ist March, 1813, and as Major 
General of the United States Army from the 
2d March, 1813, the date of his appointment, tu 
the 31st May. 1814, when he resigned, viz: 

From the 25th August, 1812, to the 
31st July, 1813 - - $4,343 70 
From the Ist December, 1813, to 
the 3Ist May, 1814 - - 2,559 40 


$6,903 10 

For the period between the 31st July, 1813, and 

the 30th November, 1813, four months, the pay- 

ments made to him have not, after the most dili- 

gent search of numerous paymasters’ accounts, 

been found; the amount cannot, therefore, be ascer- 
tained. 


Payments whilst Governor of Indiana Territory. 
For services as commissioner treating with the 
Indians from 31st July to 31st August, 1804, 32 
dayr at $6 - - - $192 
Expenses and subsistence same 
time, at $3 - - - 96 
$288 
For services as commissioner going 
to St. Louis, and nego‘iating a 
treaty with the Sac Indians, 
from the 7th October to 20th 
November, 1804, 45 days, at $6 
Expenses and subsistence same 
time, at $3 - - - 
405 
For services as commissioner ne- 
gotiating a treaty with the Mia- 
mies, and going to St. Louis to 
make atreaty with sundry tribes 
of Indians from the 26th July 
to the 31st December, 1805, 159 
days, at $6 - - - 
Expenses and subsistence same 
me, at $3 - - - 
1,431 
For services as agent negotiating 
a convention with the Miamies, 
Pottawatamies and Weas In- 
dians, for fixing the limits of the 
Wabash tract, to include the 
Wabash salire, in Angust and 
September, 1802, 35 days, at $3 
Expenses and subsistence same 
ume, at§? -~ - = 


$105 
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For services as commissioner treat- 
ing with the Indians from Au- 
Rast 11 to September 25, 1815, 


44 days, at $8 - = 359 
$2,651 

Amount rec'd in his civil capacity, $2,651 00 
Amount rec'd in his military capacity, 8,172 51 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Tuirp AvpiTor’s Orricx, March 25, 1840. 
PETER HAGNER, Auditor. . 


These statements, sir, do not include the thousands 
which Gen. Harrison is annually receiving from the 
office he now holds at Cincinnati. Taey show, 
too, that from the time he first entered the public 

` service, up to the last payment which was made 
him, he received about two thousand dollars per 
annum! Away, then, with the misrepresentations 
of the Opposition in reference to his pecuniary con- 
dition. Let them cease the doleful cry of 

“Pity the sorrows of a poor oldman,” 

and no more attempt to foist him into the Presi- 
dential chair, by appealing to our sympathies, ra- 
ther than to our judgments. 

I hold ia my hanad, Mr. Speaker, a pamphlet 
containing the proceedings of the late Harrisburg 
Convention, together wiih the names of the dele- 

gates from the several States, who nominated Gen. 
Harrison a candidate for the Presidency. In look- 
ing over this pamphlet, the inquiry suggested itself 
to my mind, who were these delegates? What are 
their professions! What are their principles? 
Were they delegates “fresh from the people,” or 
were they the representatives of moneyed corpo- 
rations, of mere town politicians and street braw- 
Jers? Although I knew the task would be an ar- 
duous one, and the performance of it might call 
down upon my head the vengeance of the Opposi- 
tion, yet I set about it, and have collected a mass 
of information on all these pots, which I will 
take this opportunity of laying before the House 
and the country. I would. here state that! have 
derived my information, no! from one, nor two, 
but at least fifty members of Congress from every 
portion of the Union, and have full confidence 
myself, that itis strictly correct, so far as it goes. 
If, however, I should make any statement which is 
not substantially trae, in regard toa single dele- 
gate in that convention, I wish to be corrected as I 
proceed. I would do no man intentional injus- 
tice, neither will I deal in abuse. I will simply 
give sach facts as I have been able to obtain, and 
in doing which, it willbe clearly shown, whether 
General Harrison is the ‘“‘people’s candidate” or 
not—whether he is the candidate of those who live 
in “log cabins” and drink ‘‘hard cider.” I will also 
note those who were for John Q. Adams for the 
Presidency. I wish to show the gentleman from 
Massachusetts how many old friends he had ia the 
Harrisburg convention, and at the same time to 
let my colleague see with whom he and the Whigs 
of Tennessee are co-operating. It may be that 
my colleague has changed his opinions of bis pre- 
sent political associates since 1827, when he 
charged Mr. Adams and Mr. Clay, in a letter to 
his cons'itvents, with coming into power under 
“ circumstances affording all the evidences of a coali 
tion, formed upon the basis of mutual benefits to be 
received and conferred,” when he alleged that doc- 
trines were held by that Administration, ‘‘subver- 
oe A hoa first pene of free Government.” At- 
e seems to be in stran z 
to the convention: a epee cies 
PRESIDENT. 

James Barzour of Virginia, lawyer, was Mr. 
Adams’s Secretary at War; also Ministerto Eng- 
laad under the same Administration. 

Mr. LINCOLN rose, and 
was not in the habit of cotati pling thecounne oft the pried lead 
going on, but the course-of debate of the gentleman from Ten. 
neseee was such, that he felt it his duty to endeavor to puta 
tin commenting Ss ihe political cadet of eater ee 
whole Union. Such a ouae of debate ai aira ont of pee 


der; and he called upon the 8 y deci 
tules of the House were to bo atarte e i = ry 


‘Mr. WATTERSON said-that his colleague 
(Mr. Bewt) had yesterday entertained the Hose 
wih a discussion on` the infltiences exercised by 


Freedom of Eleetions—Mr. Watterson. 


office holders in the political affairs of the country, 
and he thought it but right, as an offset to that 
course of argument, to show the influence at- 
tempted and exercised by those seeking office. He 
wanted to show the political characters of the mot- 
ley assembiage of those seeking to break down the 
present Administration, and the discordant mate- 
rials ef which their party was composed. 

Messrs. STARKWEATHER, GENTRY, Mason, WISE, 
Bricas, and WELLER, also spoke to this point of 
order, when on motion of Mr. Werer, Mr. 
WATTERSON, was permitted to go on. 

Mr. WATTERSON regretted very much that 
he had been interrupted, because he could have 
concluded his remarks in the time occupied by the 
interruption. He said his colleague (Mr. Ber] 
had been denouncing the officers of the Govern- 
ment as vampires, sucking blood out of the coun- 
try. And was it irrelevant to the subject before 
the House for him (Mr. Watterson) to speak of 
those who wanted to come into power? But, in 
order or out of order, the House had given him li- 
berty to proceed, and he would do so? Who acted 
in the Harrisburg Convention as œ . 

VICE PRESIDENTS? 

Tuomas Mercar, of Kentacky. He was a Re- 
presentative to Congress in 1825, and voted for 
John Quincy Adams 

Erısna M. Howtinapon, of Indiana, lawyer, 
and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Perer R. Livineston, of New York, a retired 
lawyer, and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Jacoz Burnet, of Ohio, lawyer, isan avowed 
Federalist, and wore the black cockade in 1798. 
But let him speak for himself: 


Cincinnatt, Nov. 1837. 
Dear Sr: Though Iam not disposed to say much, or indeed 
any thing of myself, further thanis necessary in stating the 
transactions in which I participated. yet I am unwilling to con- 
ceal the fact, that I was, and ALWAYS HAVE BEEN, A FE 
DERALIST. Educated in that school, I retain and CHERISH 
THE NAME, as descriptive of the purest Republican patriots 

the country has ever produced. 
JACOB BURNET: 


To J. DELAFIELD, jr. . 

I would add, that Judge Burnet was one of Gen. 
Harrison’s chief spokesmen in the convention. So 
well were the delegates pleased with his speech, in 
which he pronounced Harrison a Jeffersonian Re- 
publican, that, by a vote of the convention, it was 
appended to their proceedings. It has also been pub- 
lished in pamphlet form in this city, and extensive- 
ly circulated ‘throughout the country. Verily, it 
appears a little odd to hear “black cockade Federal- 
ists” eulogizing men for their ‘Jeffersonian Repub- 
licanism. 

Mr. Lincoun again called Mr. W. to order; and 
an animated debate arose, in which Mr. LINCOLN, 
Brown of Tennessee, Crurrorp, Bett, Wiser, 
Carman, and Cusine participated. 

Mr. Crass moved that the gentleman from Tèn- 
nessee bé permitted to proceed; which motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WATTERSON then resumed his remarks. 
He said he was anxious to get at General Harri- 
son’s principles, and the principles ef the Whig 
party generally, which he could not do, without 
going into the Harrisburg convention, and seeing 
who were there. . Although it might not be very 
palatable to Whig members, to see the war car- 
ried into their own camp, yet he hoped they would 
stand the fire, and not jump behind ‘the rules of the 
House quite so often for protection. But even the 


rules were not wide enough to cover over that con- ` 


vention; for if he were stopped, he pledged himself 
that their names should appear in his published 
speech. Buthe was obliged to the House for leave 
to go on, and should continue his biographicay 


sketch. 
“VICE PRESIDENTS. 

Jonn Anprew Scuvttz of Pennsylvania. He 
was elected Governor of that State by the Demo- 
cratic party, but soon evinced symptoms of apos- 
tacy, and ultimately leaped over inte the Federal 
ranks, where he has becn a valiant soldier for near 
ten years. = ; 

Jines Wiisow of New Hampshire, lawyer, 
anti-war Federalist, Abolitionist, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. When a candidate for Governor 
of that State, in 1838;-he advoeated jhe most ultra 
Abolition doctrines. “Congress has power,” said 
he, ia reply to the interrogatories of the Abolition- 
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ist, “to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia 
and in the Territories, and the slave trade there and 
between the States. I amof opinion Congress ought, 
without delay, to exercise the power that body has over 
the subject.” 

_Isaac C. Bares of Massachusetts, lawyer, bank 
director, agent for Massachusetts claims, member 
of the State council, an old Federalist, and was for 
John Quincy Adams. 

Here Mr. Cusnina called Mr. WATTERSON to 
order, and the question of ‘‘order” was debated by 
Messrs. Dawson, Duncan, and others, when 

On motion of Mr. Banxs of Virginia, 

Mr. WatTERSON was permitted to proceed. He 
was unfortunate, he observed, in having so many 
points of “order” raised upon him, particularly as 
his colleague had spoken nearly seven hours, and, 
a part of the time, had wandered much further 
from the subject before the House than he had 
done. Why did not these great sticklers for ‘‘or- 
der” arrest his remarks? Why did they not bring 
him back from France, whither he had roved in 
search of vampires? No, no; their “bull” was 
then goring “‘our ox,” and it was all well enough; 
but so soon as the “goring” commences on the 
other side, the “galled jades” begin to “wince,” 
and they bellow out “foul play.” Now for the 
other 

VICE PRESIDENTS. 

Joun S. Perers of Connecticut, physician, and 
a stockholder in banks. He was once a Jackson 
man, but deserted about the time ‘of the panic, 
which was gotten up by the Opposition, in conge- 
quence of the removal of the déposites from: the 
Bank of the United States. 

Davin Hazard of Delaware, merchant, director 
of a bank, and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Grorcr Howarp of Maryland, formerly Gover- 
nor, and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Epuraim Marsu of New Jersey, proprietor and 
keeper of a hotel at a fashionable watering place, 
and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Jonn Owen of North Carolina, planter. 

SECRETARIES. 

Cuarces B. Penrose, of Pennsylvania, lawyer. 
He made a two days’ speech in the Legislature of 
that State, in 1834, against the Bank of the United 
States, and such was his decided oppesition to that 
institution and the Whig party, that he was re-elec- 
ted in 18350r6. Butio! to theastonishment of every 
body, he immediately tumbled over into the Federal 
ranks, and to cap the climax of his apostacy, vo- 
ted for the recharter of the bank, and by his infla- 
ence carried the measure over the heads ef the 
Democracy. He is also notorious on account of 
the part which he took in the memorable “buck- 
shot war” at Harrisburg in 1838, and will never 
be forgotten for the heroic exploit, whilst Speaker 
of the Senate at that time, of becoming frightened 
at his own imagination and jumping out of the 
back window. i 

Sytvanus R. Lyman, of Maine, merchant. He 
is now a member of the Legislature, and voted for 
‘aresolution instructing the Representatives in Con- 
gress, from that State, to rescind the resolation ‘re- 
fusing to receive or act upon Abolition petitions. 

Cuarces Paine, of Vermont, manufacturer, and 
the son of Elijah Paine, who was appointed Dis- 
trict Judge of Vermont by the elder Adams. He 
was for John Quincy Adams. f 

Grorce W. Raten, lawyer, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 

I will now, Mr. Speaker, take up the States re- 
presented in the Harrisburg convention in geogra- 


phical order. 


MAINE. : 
Jonn Neat, lawyer, and was for John Quincy 
Adams. bee ea 
` Samuel Bradley, ) j 
burg convention, is a lawyer, Abolitionist, 
for John Quincy Adams. 
- Here Mr. W. was again called to order by. 
Mr.SALTONSTALL, who said he would like to. 
know what the Hartford convention had to do with 


the subject before the House" a: 

Mr.. WISE must in justice say, alter maring a 
speech in favet of the gentleman ‘ "Petinessee 
that bis imagination could not see 


his remarks. 


te to the Harris- 
another delegate to “an was 


the relevancy of 
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Mr. WATTERSON. Ihave said nothing about 
the Hartford Convention. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts seems to be extremely sensitive on 
that subject, and furnishes a striking iliustration of 
the fact that the ‘‘ wicked fleeth, when no man 
pursueth.” [am very sorry to be called to order 
so often. If members of the Opposition on this 
floor would strictly confine themselves to order, I 
would strictly confine myself to order. If gentle- 
men will not permit me to lay before the House 
the complexion of the delegates to the Harrisburg 
Convention, they eannot deprive me of the privi- 
lege of doing so when I write out my remarks. 
But tsI have sat here from day to day, and lis- 
tered to Whig members making party speeches, 
which had no relevancy, not the most remote, to 
the subject before the House, I little expected, I 
confess, to hear myself called to order sə repeated- 
ly from that quarter. 


(Cries of “go on,” tgo on,” from many—let’s 
have all their names ] 


Mr. WATTERSON said, no. Leave had been 
given him to proceed several times, and before he 
could define the position of more than a single de- 
legate or two in that convention, he was again 
called to order; and he was now determined to go 
on with his comments, which he supposed would 
be in order. 


{Names of the delegates from the different States | 


in the Harrisburg Convention, which Mr. W. was 
not permitted to lay before the Honse. But he 


pledged himself that they should appear in his | 


written speech, and here they are:] 
MAINE. 

Erissa H. Arlen, lawyer. He is a member of 
the Legislature of that State, and recently voted to 
instruct their Representatives in Congress to re- 
scind W. Cost Jobnsun’s resolution against the re- 
ception of Abolition petitions. 

Grorcr PEeNpieTon, merchant, Abolitionist, and 
was for John Quincy Adams. 

Ricnarp H. Vose, lawyer, Abolitionist, and was 
for John Quincy Adams. 

Zina Hype, merchant, Abolitionist, and was for 
John Quincy Adams. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Geprrey SrerneNs, merchant, and was for Joha 
Quincy Adams. 

SoLtomon McNgi_, speculator, 
Quincy Adams. 

James Witson, lawyer, Abolitionist, and was 
for John Quincy Adams. 

Jor. Eastman, lawyer, Abolitienist, a defeated 
candidate for Congress, and was for John Quincy 


Adams. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Perre Sprague, a lawyer, was for John Quin- 
cy Adams,, and formerly a Senator in Cungress 
from Maine. He came to Boston, it is shrewdly 
suspected, because he was too aristocratic for De- 
mocratic Maine. 

Samvet Hoar, lawyer, Federalist of the bluest 
sort, bank director, Abolitionist, and was for Joha 
Quincy Adams. 

Arremas Les, manufacturer, Abolitionist, bank 
director, and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Joun Howarp, cashier of the Springfield Bank, 
and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Harrison Gray Oris Coxzy, lawyer, bank di- 
rector, and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Bexsamin K. Hoven, speculator, and was for 
John Quincy Adams. His father is president ofa 
bank. 

Grorce Asnman, lawyer, bank direcior—was 
for John Quincy Adams, and would like to be in 
Congress. 

Barker Burnett, cashier of Manufacturers’ and 
Mechanics’ Bank, Nantucket, and an aspirant for 
Mr. Reed’s seat in Congress. He was for John 
Quincy Adams. 


Henry Suaw, lawyer, director in the Agricultu- 
ral Bank, Pittsfield, has a strong hankeing to be 
in Congress, and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Natnamig, M. Davis, lawyer, bank director 
and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Craries Hupson, clergyman, Director of Wes- 
tern. Railroad, member of the State Council, bit- 
ier Federalist, and was for John Quincy Adams. 


and was for John 


Freedom of Elections—Mr. Watterson. 


Warren Loverina, lawyer, bank commission- 
er, and was for John Quincey Adams. 
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James H. Duncan, lawyer, president of the ; 


Merimack Bank at Haverhill, member of the State 
Council, and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Richarp Haucnton, editor of the Boston Atlas, 
and it is said was not a delegate to the Hanrtisburg 
Convention, but went as tender to Peleg Sprague. 
As his name is found, however, among the list of 
delegates for Massachusetts, it is sufficient to say 
that he is an Abolition apologist, (as is almost eve- 
ry other delegate from that State) and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

Georce G. Kina, lawyer, bank commissioner, 
bank stockholder, and was for Jchn Quincy 
Adams. In 1839, he made a speech in the Legis- 
lature of Rhode Isiand agaiast Mr. Atherton’s anti- 
Abolition resolutions, adopted by the House of Re- 
presentatives in Congress, and in favor ef the Abo- 
lition cause generally. 

James F. Simmons, president of a bank in the 
city of Providence, is a large stockholder in banks, 
and an old Federalist. He was for John Quincy 
Adams, and is now a warm admirer of tnat veteran 
in Federal doctrines,except when he kicks out of the 
traces, and then he curses him. Mr. Simmons is a 
leading politician in Rhode Island, and an aspirant 
for a seat in the Senate of the Un:ted States. A lit- 
tle better than a year ago,he made a speech 


ie 


against ATHERToN’s resolutions, in which he aimed | 


to conciliate the Abolitionis's. 

Wituiam AntHony, manufacturer, bank di- 
rector, and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Byron D.man, manufzcturer, a stockholder in 
several banks, was a quasi Jackson man until 
Jackson vetoed the Bank. He is now the Whig 
candidate for lieutenant Governor of Rhode Island. 

CONNECTICUT. 


Cuarzes Davies, editor of a Federal newspaper | 


im the city of Hartford. 

Wm. W. Boarpman, lawyer, 
holder. 

Cnartes H. PueLrs, lawyer, bank director and 
stockholder, and was tor John Quincy Adams. 

Cuartes HawLy, lawyer, ban‘ attorney and 
stockholder, and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Joseru S. Giappine, manufacturer, president of 
the Jewett county bank, and was for John Quincy 
Adams. 

E. Cuamrion Bacon, lawyer, son of the presi- 
dent of a bank, and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Exsenezer Jackson, lawyer, bank attorney, and 
was for John Quincy Adams. 

VERMONT. 

Wn. Henry, bank stockholder, cashier of a 
bank, and was for John Quincy Adams. 

A.B. W. Tenney, Abolitionist, and was for 
John Quincy Adams. 

Samuz H. Hetty, lawyer, 


and bank stock- 


Abolitionist, lives in 


| Mr. Slade’s district, and is one of his right hand 


men. He was for John Quincy Adams. 

Wm. B. Bricos, lawyer, and Abolition lecturer. 
He was for John Quincy Adams, a postmaster un- 
der his administration, and was turned out under 
the administration of General Jackson. 

NEW YORK. ; 

CHANDLER STARR, merchant, bank commissioner, 
and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Jonn A. Kina, lawyer, son of Rafus King, and 
was appointed Chargë d?Affaires to England by 
John Quincy Adams. He is th: same man who 
lately introduced a resolution into the Legislature 
of New York, denouncing a resolution adopted 
by this House, in regard to Abol tion petitions, to- 
gether with the Democratic Representatives Irom 
that State who veted for it. 

Dupiry SELDEN, lawyer, and bank director. 

Jonan Hammonn, lawyer, and speculator in real 
estate, in the city of New York. 

James A. Hamilton, a retired lawyer, aristocrat, 
and the son of Alexander Hamilton. 

Rosr. C. Wetmore, merchant, 
and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Hupson McFarianp, manufacturer, 
a bank, Abolitionist, and Was 
Adams. 


director of 


Henry Ress, lawyer, and would be the last man | 


to drink hard cider, until the Champagne was ex- 
hausied. 


for John Quincy | for John Quincy Adams. 
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Exipnas Fay, school teacher, and was for Joba 
Quincy Adams. 

Exisha JENKINS, a gentleman of pleasure, and 
was foi John Quincy Adams. 

Amos Beigas, manufaciwrer, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 


Sou Mon Vax RenseLLAER He belongs to the 


: Albany amsiocracy, and was lately removed from 


the post office in that city. He isan old Federalist, 


`- and was for Jchn Quincy Adams. 


Henry Hamitton, lawyer, canal commissioner, 


|) and was for John Quincy Adams. 


J. KNICKERBOCRER, lawyer, president of the Wa- 
terford Bank, shaver, a blue light Federalist, and 
was forJvhn Quincy Adams. 

Bernarp Brain, lawyer, and was fer John 
Quincy Adams. 

Sy_vester GILBERT, merchant, and was for 
John Quincy Adams. 

Davip Perrie, merchant, 
Quincy Adams. 

C. P. KirkLaND, lawyer, a defeated candidate 
for Congre<s, and was for John Quincy Adams. 

A. Z, McCarty, lawyer, a Federalist of the old 
school, and was for John Quincy Adams. 

D. D. Spencer, editor, bookseller, and was for 
John Quincy Adams. 

Jonn RussELL, physician, 
Quincy Adams. 

Vincent Waitney, a gentleman of pleasure. 
He turned Democrat, got office, and thea returned 
to his first love. 

James Dunn, lawyer, editor, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 

Amos P. GRANGER, speculator and shaver. 

J. D. Leprarp, a gentleman of leisure, and was 
for John Quincy Adams, 

Geo. H. Woon, lawyer, 
John Quincy Adams. 

Gary V. Sacket, lawyer, and was 
Quincy Adams. 

Henry W. Taytor, lawyer, Abolitionist, aris 
tocrat, and was for John Quincy: Adanis. 

Joun N. Dox, lawyer. 

Pungas L. Tracy, lawyer, 
for John Quincy Adams. 

ALLEN Ayractn, president of a bank, a shaver, 
and would take "the pound of flesh” from the te- 
nant of a ‘Jog cabin,” in the twinkling of an eye, 


and was for Joha 


and was for John 


aristocrat, and was for 


for John 


Abolitionist, and was 


. or as soon as any other named man. 


. ting establishment in 


Cuauncy Tucker, lawyer, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 

Rost. Smirn, owner of an extensive slone cyt- 
ihe cily of New York. 
director of th: City Bank of 
The bank is 


Davis F. ALLEN, 
Buffalo, and assisted in guuing it. 
blown sky high, and he with it. 

Henny P. VOORBEES, a retired merchant, and 
was for John Quincy Adams. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Moses J. Crarx, one of Thadeus Stephens’s ca- 
nal commissioners under the adminis'ration of Rit- 
ner, and was for John Quincy Adams. 

Josern Lawrence, a defeated candidate for 
Congress. My friend Leet laid him out.as cold as 
a wagon tire. 

JonaTHAaN Roperts, once a Senator in Congress, 
a bitter, broken down politician, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 

E. Č. Reicart, lawyer, Abolitionist, and was for 
Jobn Quincy Adams. 


Jonn Swirt, lawyer, and Mayor of Philadel- 


:, phia. — 


bank director, | 


ALEXANDER Quinton, tavern keeper, a regular 
built Federalist, and has always been opposed to 
Republican men and measures. 

Cortin M. Creep, merchant, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 

James Catnoun, merchant, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 

GEORGE CHAMBERS, lawyer, Abolitionist, and was 
for John Quincy Adams. 

Joun Apams Fisuer, lawyer, and was for Jobn 
Quincy Adams. 

Wm. R. Morris, lawyer, Abolitioaist, and was 

Jonn Dickey, merchant, and, like his friend 
Penrose, voted in the Pennsylvania Legisiatare for 
the recharter of the Bank of the United States, in 
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violation of pledges made to his constituents, and 
the principles which he professed when elected. 


Davin Lrecu, president of Leech’s Transporta- 
'| but has been violently opposed to the Demecratic | 
ii patty ever since Mr. Stevenson received the appoint- | 


tion Company oa the Pennsylvania canal, and was 
for John Quincy Adams. a 

Epwarp Dar.incToy, lawyer, Abolitionist, and 
was for John Q. Adams. de 

Samur M. Barclay, lawyer, Abolitionist, and 
was for John Q. Adams. . 

E. T. McDoweE 1, lawyer, 1s for universal free 
negro suffiage, and was for John Q. Adams. 

James MERRILL, lawyer, Abolitionist, and was 
for John Q. Adams. 


Cyrus P. MaRKLE, manufacturer, and was for | 


John Q Adams. 
Tomas E. Cocuran, editor of a Federal news- 


paper. 
T. H. Patterson, speculator. 


A. O. Canoon, merchant, and was for Jobn Q. i 


Adams. 

Bea Baparr, one of the judges of the election 
in the Northern Liberties of Philadelphia, in 1838, 
where such frauds were perpetrated. To say more 
of him is unnecessary. 

NEW JERSEY. 

Asa Warrzueap, lawyer, and was for John Q. 
Adams. 

Duprey S. Grecory, lottery broker, and was for 
John Q. Adams. 

Tuos. A. HarTwELL, lawyer, and was John Q. 
Adams. 


Jonn D. Haarr, clerk on a steamboat, and was 


for John Q. Adams. 


Crato Morrirt, lawyer, and was for Adams, if | 


old enough. 


Rost. E. Horner, printer, and was for John Q. .. 


‘Adams. 
DELAWARE. 


was for John Q. Adams. 

Prestiy Spavance, merchant, and was for John 
Q. Adams. _ 

Perer F. Causey, merchant, and was for John 
Q. Adams. 


Josnua G. Barer, school teacher, and was for | 


John Q Adams. 


Wm. D. Warzes, a dismiseed mail contractor, 


and was fur John Q Adams. 
MARYLAND. : 


Bank of Maryland when it blew up, and ruined 
hundreds. i 

Henry Paor, lawyer, and was for John Q. 
Adams. 


Wittum Price, lawyer, and was for John Q. | 


Adams. 


Ricsard J. Bows, lawyer, and was for John Q. i 


Adams. 


Jons Leens Kerr, lawyer, and was for JohnQ. | 


Adams. 

J. N. Gotpssoroves, planter, and was for John 
Q. Adams. 

Rosr W. Bowrr, planter, and was for John Q. 
Adams. 


James Moorss, planter, and was for John Q. | 


Adams. 
Asnton ALEXANDER, physician. 
VIRGINIA. 


Benjamin Wareins Leic, lawyer, and a lead- | 


ing member of the Harrisburg convention. He 
made a speech in the Virginia convention, in which 
he contended that the log cabin men, whom he 


called the peasantry, ought not to be entitled to the | 


right of suffrage, any more than the slaves, as they 


were not qualified to judge of political affairs. | 
Now, I presume, he is the very pink of Democracy, ‘| 


and is exceeding'y fond of hard cider. | 


James W. Prcram, lawyer, and was for John . 


Quincy Adams. 

Ep. R. Cuampers, lawyer, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 

Wm. C. Mosesy, lawyer. 

Festos Dickinson, lawyer. 

Wittoucasy NewrTon, lawyer. 


: 
Henry Bergey, lawyer, and was for John Quin- | 


cy Adams. 


Avoustus Wirraman, lawyer, and was for John | 


Quincy Adams. 


- B. G. Batpwin, lawyer, and was for John ! 


Quincy Adams. 


| Quincy Adams. 


‘| long since. 


i whole district, out of six or eight thousand! 
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Jesse Epaineton, lawyer, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. . 
Wm. S. Archer, lawyer, once a Jackson man, 


ment of Minister to England. 


Joun Janney, lawyer, and was for Jchn Quincy | 


Adams. 
Jones Green, lawyer, and was for J. Q. Adams 


Gen J. B. Harvey, merchant, and was for John | 
| Quincy Adams. 


Isaac A. Cores, planter, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

James Mesane, planter, and 


Freperick J. Hine, physician, and was for 
John Quincy Adams. 

Caaruxs R. Kinney, lawyer. 

Jonn B. Ke ty, lawyer. 

W. H. Battie, lawyer. 

Boreess S. GAITHER, lawyer. 

Joun C. Wasnincron, merchant, and was for 
John Quincy Adams. - 

Isaac Burns, Physician, and was for John Quincy 
Adams. 

Wm. F Davinson, lawyer, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 

Natsaniet M. Roan, physician. 

Henry W. Mituer, lawyer. 

Josern R. Loyp, lawyer, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 


Wm. W. Currry, lawyer, and was for John i 


Quiney Adams. , 
KENTUCKY. 
Leste Comes, lawyer, land speculator, “Chick- 
asaw Ambassador,” and was fer John Quincy 


! Ad A 
Tuomas Ropney, a genileman of leisure, and ' nied 


James SueLBY, one of the most extensive and 


‘| wealthy stock raisers in the State of Kentucky, and 
' was for Jchn Quincy Adams. 
Cassius M. Cay, lawyer, and was for John | 
i Quincy Adams. 


WILLIam | RESTON, an aristocratic lawyer, and 
was fur John Quincy Adams. 

Davin Banks, bank officer, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 

Marsaatt Key, clerk of a court, and was for 


‘Reverpy Jonnson, lawyer, and director of the i Joho. Quincy Adams. 5 


Adams, 
Bens min Bentrey, president of a dank. 


Jonn Jonnson, defavlter, a Hamiltonian Federal- | 


ist, ard was for John Quincy Adams. 
Cyrus Fatconrr, physician. 


Wm. S. Morpuy, lawyer, and the same man | 
whose card, dencuncing Senator Allen, was pa- i 
|< raded in the columns of the Madisonian not | 
The reason of his bullying procilama- | 
i tion will be duly appreciated when the fact is 
; made known, that he, the aforesaid Wm. S. Mor- i 
phy, was a candidate for Congress, in 1833, against i 


Mr. Allen, and only received one vote in the town 


i! in which he resided, and bat fifty-five votes in the — 


And 
such was the insignificance of the man, to use no 


harsher term, that Mr. Allen scorned to notice the | 


outpourings of his malice. 
Joun M. Creep, lawyer and a defeated candi- 
date for Congress. 


i Ira Beuxnare, speculator, and was for Jobn | 
il Quincy Adams. ; i 
Bensamin S. Cowan, lawyer, Abolitionist and — 


bank attorney. 

Cuarces T. Suerman, lawyer. 

Cyrus Prentiss, merchant, canal contractor. 

Tracy Bronson, physician, Abolitionist, and was 
for John Quincy Adams. 

Hoitanp Green, merchant, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 


Joun S. Lacy, tavern keeper. 
INDIANA. 


Doutass McGuire, printer, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 


Amos Ciark, lawyer, and was for John Quincy | 
~ meetings, responding 


Adams. 
James Perry, lawyer, and was for John Quincy 


| Adams, 


was fo? John ` 


| from their ring-streaked and striped politics, 
tenths of the delegates in the Harrisburg Cənven- 
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Miron Srarr, lawyer, and was for John Quincy 
Adams. 7 

R. W. Tuompson, lawyer, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 

Tuos. J. Evans, lawyer, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 

SamueL Hanna, merchant, and was for John 


. Quincy Adams. 


LOUISIANA. 
J. Mason GranaM, planter on Red river. 
MISSISSIPPI. 
T. C. Tupper, lawyer. 
Anperton MILLER, land speculator, and gentle- 


' man of pleasure. 


ILLINOIS. 
Grorcy W. Ratpu, lawyer. 
W.S. Newsearry, merchant. 
Wm. B. Warren, merchant. 
ALABAMA. 
Henry Hituarp, lawyer, preacher, and editor. 
W. H. Smita editor. 
Jonn M. Swope, merchant. 
MISSOURI. 
W.H. RusseLL, lawyer, and was for John Q. 
Adams. 
Logan Hunton, lawyer, and was for John Q.. 
Adams. 
Urr Waicat, lawyer. 
MICHIGAN. 
Gro. C. Bares, lawyer, an old Federalist, and 
was for John Quincy Adams. 
Tuomas J. Drake, lawyer, and was for John 
Quincy Adams. 
A. 8. McRrynotps, merchant. 
ARKANSAS. 
B. H. Martin, lawyer and a gentleman of plea- 


| sure. 


[The foregoing list embraces every delegate in 
the Harrisburg Convention, but eight or nine, 
whose professions, &c. I could not learn, as they 
are represen edin Congress by Whigs. It wil be 


’ seen that they are nearly all lawyers, merchan's, 


bank officers, and Abolitionists. Not a log cabin 
man in the whole catalogue.) 


Mr. W. again resumed his remarks. He said 


` the information he had been prevented from laying 


before the House, would show whose candidate 
General Harrison was. It would :how what kind 
ot “conscript fathers,” as he had seen them termed 
by the Wh.g press, had assembed at Harrisburg, 
and nominated hm. I: wou'd show thay, in that 


O. 
N. G Penveron, lawyer,a twice defeated cane |. convention, there was every hue of epinion=s'aves 


| didate for Congress, and was for John Quincy 


holders and Abolitionists, h'gn tariffites, and these 


| who are for “hee trade,” Ha: tfori Convention Fe- 
' deralists, and apostate Repubiicans, latitudinariars, 
| ant thoxe who profess to be strict constructionists. 


No wonder they did not publish an address to the 
peuple of the United Sates setting forth their pria- 
ciples. No wonder Mr. Leigh of Virginia violent- 
ly opposed, and the convention alm st unanimously 
voted down such a proposi ion. They knew very 
well that it ‘all their conflicting princ ples were 
spread out before the American people, they could 
no longer humbug and delude thousands who are 
honestly co-operating with them. They thought it 
their best policy to continue their old crusade 
against the Republican party—without showing 
ther own hands—by misrepresenting fac's—inmt- 
pugn'ng motives—crying out corruption—prodigal 
expenditures—defalcations—bankropt Treasury— 
distress—ruin—bloodhounds—bull-dogs—and rase. 
cality generally. Sir, with these weapons they have 
been fizhting for years; but thanks to the patriotism 
and intelligence of the country, such slang and 
slander make no more impression on the minds of 
the honest-hearted and sturdy Democrats, than the 
falling of asun-parched leaf upon the Rocky moun- 
tains. If it had, sir, you would bave heard mueb 
oftener the roar of cannon, and the voice ef Fede- 
ral orators, celebrating Whig victories. 


It would show, also, Mr. Speaker, that aside 
nine 


tion were lawyers, doctors, traders, speculators, 
bank efficers, and merchants,.who hailed from the 
cities, towns, and villages. This fact mly ee 
plains why it is that the Whig newspapers have 
been teeming with the proceedings of Harrison 
to his prea pe . use 

ir own lap e, in such gallant and enthusias- 
pa style! All the delegates had to do, was to re- 
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turn to their respeciive towns and villages, cali to- 
gether a few counter-hoppers, brokers, pettifoggers, 
quacks, and skin-flints, appoint a chairman and 
secretary, draw up a long preamb'e and re:olu- 
tions denunciatory of the whole Deinocratic party, 
make a few speeches in favor of “Oli Tip,” fire a 
few guns, raise a few shouts and huzzas, drink a 
few bottles of Champagne and call it hard cider, 
sing afew Tippecanoe songs, and then what a 
soul-stirring time they had of it—what a glorious 
Whig revival—what wonderful reactions! The 
very next number of the village, town, or city 
Whig paper, as the case may be, contains a glow- 
ing account of the most numerous gathering of the 
People that had been known for years—a sponta- 
nevus movement of the bone and sinew of the 
lap.d—when, in fact, the real people, the inmates 
of the “log cabins,” had no part nor lot in the 
grand farce, and not a solitary political feeling in 
common with the prime movers and participators 
in it. Hence the reason why the Whigs are so 
often deceived in regard to the elections. They 
mistake the voice of the few, for the voice of the 
many. They do not recollect that one Whig blus- 
terer about a town can, and does, make more noise 
than one handred Democrats in the country. 
Passing, Mr. Speaker, from this National Whig 
Convention to their State Conventions, and we tind 
them composed of the same materials, both as it 
regards their professions and politics. I have seen 
X stated, that there were appointed to the tate 
Whig Convention of Ohio, five hundred and forty- 
two bank office:s, directors, &e., seven hundred 
and thirty-three office holders, three hundred and 
forty-six lawyers and doctors, one thousand and 
forty-eight merchants, clerks and speculators, and 
upwards of five hundred Abolitionists. 
_ Mr. MASON äsked the gontleman what paper he was read- 
ing from? 

Mr. WATTERSON answered that it was the 
Ohio Statesman. 

Mr, MASON said the statement was wholly untrue in many 
‘particulars, to his knowledge. The designation o' the indivi- 
duaisin his county was altogether incorrect; and he had been 
assured by some of his colleagues that it was equally untrue 
with regard to the counties in which they resided. Indeed, 
the whole statement had heen publicly contradicted in a paper 
iu his State, (aaming it,) and the editor who made it called on to 
Protuce the proof, which he failed te de. 

Mr BOND corroborated the statement of his colleague, (Mr. 


Mason,] and said that the statement, so far as it regarded the 
individuals living in his county, was wholly destitut of truth. 


Mr. WATTERSON said he did not pretend to 
be personaily acquainted with the individuals 
named in the paper before him. The paper occu- 
pied a respectable standing in the Sate of Ohio, 
and he had no reason to doubt its statements. He 
would like, however, to hear from his Democratic 
friend from Ohio on the subject. 

Mr. MEDILL said he was acquainted with but few of the 
persons named as having been appointed to attend the conven- 
tion, and had no other information on the subject than he de- 
rived through the various papers of the day. He was entirely 
willing to rest the correciness of the statement with the people 
of Ohio, on the assertion of the paper in which it is contained, 
and the denial of his colleague. The names of the delegates 
that attended the convention from the county in which he, Mr. 
M. resided, are not piven except to a very Jimited extent. The 
official character of the very few that are reported, is correctly 
designated. Six of them hold appointments under the Federal 
Government. They are highly respectable; but, so far from 
residing in “log cabins,” and depending for a precarious sub- 
aistence on “hard cider, he believed the whole six were mer- 
chants, ef considerable capital, and who indulged pretty 
pal aA the good things for which that county was so distin- 
guished: 

.Mr. WELLER observed, that with the permission of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Warrerson,} he would like 
to say a word to his honorable colleague over the way, [Mr. 
Bawp.] The statement made by the Ohio Statesman in rela- 
tion to the materials which composed the Jate Whig Convention, 
had been impeached by his colleague. All he desired to say 
on this subject was, that so far as that list gave the business and 
occupations of the delegates appointed from the district which 
he had the honor to represent, he believed it waa strictly cor- 
rect. ig was personally acquainted with nearly all ofthe in- 
dividuals named, and therefore had no hesitancy in making the 
statement. 

Mr. WATTERSON. There is one fact which 
will not be disputed by the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr: Bonn.] His political friends in the conven- 
tion alluded to, wonld not condescend to let it be 
known, through the medium of an address, what 
the Whig party are contending for—what are their 
principles. No, no. They deemed it more pru- 
dent to meet in all the pomp and parade of modern 
Whigery—in all the antic circumstances of buf- 
foonery—with drums, fifes, bugles, and rams 
horns—~with chicken evops and bald eagles—with 
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bands of bacchanalian singers—with “log cabin” 
flags floating in the air—with boat loads of Federal 
oraiors—with canoes upon wheels, so full of Whig 
abuse, misrepresentation, calumny, and lawyers 
eating ginger bread, that it took six horses to pull a 
single canoe—all for the purpose of hiding the odi- 
ousness of their principles frem the gaze of an in- 
telligent and Republican people, and diverting their 
minds from the true issue now before the country. 
How far they can succeed by such disgusting de- 
vices, the ensuing Presidential election will deter- 
mine. 

In connection with this convention I have heard 
an anecdote, and must ask the indulgence of the 
It shows conclusively 
that there wasat least one delegate in that nume- 
rous and boisterous assemblage, who was immova- 
bly honest in his politics, if he were not so in his 
morals. After the convention had adjourned, and 
its members had got through their carou-als ard 
frolics and debaucheries, one of their number found 
himself minus something under one hundred dol- 


p lars. Suspicion fastened itself upon a brother de- 


; legate. 


He was taken up—examiied—and sure 
enough the money was found in his possession. 
Well, sir, this was too bad—something must be 
done—it must not go abroad that a Whig had been 
Swartwouting, and they tried to prevail upon him to 
avow himself a Democrat. “No, gentlemen, said 
he, no”—you may call mea thief, a rogue, a vil 
lain—but by Heaven, he exclaimed (raising his 
head erect for the first time) you can’t cram De- 
mocracy upon me—huzza for “Old Tip.” 

Mr. Speaker, my colleague closed his speech 
with some general remarks, and I will take the 
same liberty. 

_In glancing over a Whig paper a short time 
since, my attention was ariested by an article 
headed in large capitals, ‘a voice FROM THE 
Sovra ” From the flaming caption, | was induced 


to read it; and what should I learn bu: the as'ound- 


ing fact that a steamboat had arrived at the port of | 
|} Mobile; and among the passengers, a vote had been 


taken for Pvesident, the result of which was, 
twenty-nine for Harrison, and nine for Van Buren! 
I began to think that the Demccratie party were 
surely upset at last—that such facis could not be 
resisted; and I do nct know but I should have en- 
tirely desponded, on my part, and given up the cen- 
test, had it not been for a second thought which oc- 
curred to me. I recollected that in travelling up the 
Mississippi river about two years ago, when it was 
believed Mr. Clay would be the Whig candidate 
for the Presidency, a gentleman fram Philadelphia, 
with whom I had formed a partial acquaintance, 
proposed that we should hold an election, and 
ascertain the preferences of those on board the 
boat, as between Mr. Clay and Mr. Van Buren. 
I assented to the proposition, and we made 
the count. But lo! I was completely trumped, 
on finding that out of near one hundred ca- 
bin passengers, there were but twen'y-three or 
four for Mr. Van Buren! 


As a matter of ; 


course, I became satisfied that Democracy had . 


but few charms for that crowd, and was just study- 
sng how I should parry the laugh, if I may be per- 
mitted to use the expression, which had been raised 
at my expense, when the captain of the boat, who 
proved to be a sterling Democrat, dyed in the wool, 
suggested that there were about one hundred and 
thirty “deck passengers” that we had not taken 
into the count, the great majority of whom were 
substantial farmers, the konest “log cabin” men, 
from Missouri, Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, In- 
diana, Ohio, and Pennsy!vania, who had been down 
to New Orleans with their pork and beef, and corn 
and flour. (Go, said he, and see whether they are 
Whigs or Democrats? We did go, sir, and what 
do you suppose was the result of our investigation? 
As well as I can recollect, there were one hundred 
and three for Mr. Van Buren, and fourteen for Mr. 
Clay. It is needless for me to add, that the laugh 
was most essentially turned upon my Philadelphia 
friend, who declared he ‘had just found out where 
the Democrats came from at the time of elections, 
(the log cabins,) and that he never again would be 
deceived by those who travel in the cabin on steam- 
boats, in stages, on railroads, or who reside in the 
Cilies, towns and villages. Sir, he was right. De- 


mocracy flourishes best in the country, where, I 
hesitate not to say, there is more hones'y, more 
virtue, more manly independence, and more sub- 
stantial intelligence, than can be fourd in any 
of your towns, not excepting the city of Wash. 
ington, if we are to judge its population by those 
who composed the Whig “ pow-wows” not long 
since, and who disiurted our slumbers by their 
groans and hisses, and huzzas and bacchanalian 
shouts. In that living, moving, ranting band, the 
boys, negroes, loafers, and a new species of the 
same animal, familiarly known in the city of New 
York as soap-locks, took the lead, and the rear 
was brought up by dismissed office holders, disap- 
pointed office seekers, mustached Terriers, per- 
fumed exquisttes, with here and there a gentleman 
from both political parties, who had been drawn 
out by curiosity to witness their riproarious proceed- 
ings. Sir, I would advise them to reserve their 
groans for a more appropriate occasion. If they 
will only wait until next autumn, they will have 
cause to groan much deeper and much more bit- 
terly—provided such an effect can te produced by 
the triumph of Democracy. When the vote comes 
to be taken among the log cabins of the hardy 
West, of the East, of the North, and of the 
South, these midnight Whig brawiers will learn 
that the Distrtet of Columbia is but a small spot 
in the Union, and that if even they were enti- 
tled to vote in the election of a President, they 
could scarcely ripple the current on which the Re- 
publican party are now sailing to victory. The 
principles of the General under whose banner they 
have enlisted, are not congenial to the spirit of our 
free institutions. They may hold him up as 
the “log cabin and hard cider” candidate—they 
May resort to all the tricks u:ually practised 
by demagogues—still it all wiil not do. The peo- 
ple know their rights, and will maintain them; no 
matter whether they live in log cabins or more 
comfortable dwellings; no matter whether they 
they drink hard cider, pale sherry, or pure water. 
Sir, when I first heard Gen. Harrison called the log 
cabin and hard cider candidate, I could not help 
smiling at the credulity of his friends in snpposing 
that American freemen could be swerved from 


i their principles by such miserable humbugery. I 


; reigns of his country. 


was forcibly reminded of a gentleman within my 
knowledge, who became a candidate for the Legis- 
lature of his State. He had been very stiff in his 
manners, rather aristocratic in his feelings, wore 
his bosom fu!l of ruffles, and withal had taken but 
little pains to become acquainted with the sove- 
But so soon as he threw 


| himself before them for their suffrages, all of a 


sudden, he dashed away his ruffles, his limbs be- 
came much more pliant, a pleasant smile played 
upon his lips, and he seemed to know every body. 
On seeing a countryman come iato town, he would 
start alter him in along trot, give him a cordial 
shake of the hand, and inquire about the health of 
his family. It was not long, however, before he 
caught a Tartar, or, as they say sometimes in my 
country, waked up the wrong passenger. He met 
in his new complaisant way, an old Revolutionary 
Whig, a true Whig, sir, who thoroughly under- 
stood the science of human nature, and the secret 
springs which operated upon such men. Sir, said he, 
to him, “I have known you for ten years; I have 
never seen you so graciously condesending before; 
you must be a candidate—now just excuse me if you 
please, I ean’t do any thing for you.” And such, 
Mr. Speaker, will be the language of the freemen 
who occupy Icg cabins, when they are “gra- 
ciously” asked to support the candidate of the mo- 
heyed aristocracy of banks and soulless corpora- 
tions, who would grind them into dust, or put the 
yoke of despotism upon their necks, if it were their 
interest tø do so. They are not to be caught, like 
the unsuspecting horse, by holding out to them 
salt in one hand, anda concealed bridle in the ether. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 have often been amused at the 
facility with which the Whigs can make great 
men. In twenty-four hours they can manufacture 
out of straw a perfect Goliah in intellect. All their 
candidates for political offices are total demolish- 
ers. They ran over their opponents rough shod 
on all occasions until the elections come on, and 
then if they should chance to be demolished, which 
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is no unusual occurrence, great astonishment is 
excited, and the reason of their defeat is always at- 
tributed to any oiber cause than the correct une. 
In my own State—! hope I shall be pardoned for 
speaking of my own Stare, and even of my own 
canvass, if | wish, as the example has been set me by 
my colleague, who i r 
and oughtto know what is proper, and what is 
not proper tobe spoken here—:n my own State, 
sir 
kind of game. Last summer their candidate for 
Governor, who is a plain sensible man, and when 
I say that I bave done him ample justice, handled 
his competitor, who is known throughoat the Union 
as a sistesman of commanding talents, ard ure- 
qualled before a popular assembly, with the same 
ease thatagiant would a lilliputian, and they boast- 
ingly proclaimed to their frieuds every where, that 
they would carry the State by a majority of twenty 
thousand votes. Letters were published from 
every Congressional district, giving the gratifying 
pews that the Whig candidates for Congress and 
the Legislatare were slaying their opponents as 
Sam; slew the Philistines. They vauntingly 
avowed that they were not content to whip us 
merely; they intended to give us such a complete 
drubbing, that we would remember it all the days 
of our lives; they were determined to make a clean 
sweep. To such an extent did they carry ‘his 
pafing and blowing and bragg'ng system, that I 
sometimes became really alarmed, not only about 
the fate of my frends, but that of my own. My 

ent was eulogized as the “brave, gallant, 
chivalrous, talented, eloquent, and whole souled 
champion” of Whig principles. According to 
their account of it, he was daily turning scores 
from the Democratic ranks. It was impossible to 
tesist the arguments that emanated trom his gigan- 
tic mind. He was wa'king over the course almost 
without opposition. I was admonished to retire, 
and not be disgraced by the signal defeat which 
awaited me, inthe event I continued in the field. 
(I presume, as I was a young man, they did not 


is an oid member upon thisfloor, |: 


the Whigs have a remarkable talent for this |, 


wih to nip my political prospects in the bud.) | 


But, foolish like, I heeded not their friendly coun- 
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and green moss of the South, are in a tremendous 
blaze! To stop the current of public opinion which 
is setting in his favor, is just as impossible as to 
stop the current of the mighty Mississippi. The 
farmer is quitting his plough—the mechanic his 
square and compass—the lawyer his nisi prius— 
the physician his pills—and the merchant his coun- 
ter—all for the purpose of attending public meet- 
ings and glorifying the nominee of the Harrisburg 
Convention. Bonaparte, in all his glory, had not 


: more followers, and never was so sure of victory. 


In their own chaste lingo, the “spoilers will be 
routed—the Goths and Vandals driven from the 
Capitel.” 


Sir, this is what we have been hearing |, 


for the last three months—-it is what we will con- | 


tion. 
ral party have put up on the eve of every 
Presidential contest for the last forty years. 
But, thank Heaven, it is une thing to crow 
and another thing to vote. The Democratic party, 
conscious of the correctness of their principles, are 
not reduced to the necessity of bringing to their aid 
such contemptible means. When the time arrives, 
however, they will march up to the polls, in solid 
column, and give the allied powers of Whigery 
such a rout as has never been witnessed in this 
country. Mark the prediction, Mr. Speaker, and 
when you and I meet again after the close of this 
session of Congress, if it is not verified, then you 
may set me down a false prophet. 


SPEECH OF MR. BROWN; 


OF TENNESSEE, F 
In the House of Representatives, March 17, 1840— 
On the resolution reported {rom theACommiitee 


of Elections by Mr. Campsaut, thofr chairman, 
proposing to print all the (qstimgay connected 
with the New Jersey contested ef€ction, and the 
amendment of Mr. R. Gari of Louisiana, 
to print other testimony referre 
tee, subsequent to its report: 

Mr. BROWN desired that the resolution might 


' be read, on which this exciting and extraordinary 


sel, and was only elected by the slender majority of i 


about fourteen hundred: votes! 
by the aid of my Democratic friends, slain this 


patent right Hercules of the Whig party, I felt a 
good deal of interest in the success of my Demo- F 


cratic colleagues upon this floor, [Messrs. JANSON, 
Toansy, Brown, McCLEeLLaN, and BLackwELL,} 
whom I had learned, from the Whig newspapers 
and letter writers, would be politically butchered 
and ‘hewn to pieces. Judge my agreeable surprise, 
when the news reached me that not one of them 
was elected by a smaller majority than thirteen 
hundred and fifty, or a larger majority than twen- 
ty-three hundred! Atout this time nothing but dis- 
may and consternation pervaded the Whig ranks. 
They could net tell what in the name of common 
sense had got into the heads of the people. They 
were at a loss to account for their unexpected, but 
Waterloo defeat. At last a bright idea struck some 
wag right upon the head, and it was, that the Ala- 
bamians had come across the line, and voted for 
the Demucratie candidates. Forthwith ihe Whig 
press raised the yelp, and the whole party joined 
in the chorus. “Alabama, O! the cursed Alabami- 
nos,” was their ery for months. Not once did they 
dream that it-was a triamph of Democratic princi- 
ples--the calm judgment of a Republican people, 
brought to beat upon FEDERALISM, aPusTaCy, AND 
GAG Law SENATORS. 

I see, Mr. Speaker, as I have already intimated, 
that the same system of boasting and puffing is now 
being carried on by the Whig party upon an ex- 
tensive seale. From the disputed territory in 
Maine, to the Sabine, all is enthusiasm for the hero 
of Tippecanoe. Thousand and tens of thousands 
are hourly deserting the Administration and flock- 
ing around his standard. They have made the 
wonderful discovery, toe—a discovery for which 
they richly deserve a patent right—that Harrison 
is the greatest General that ever “lived in the tide 
of time,” and the greatest statesman of this or any 
other age. Such is the fiery zeal of the people for 
him, tbat the mountains.and valleys of the North 
and East, the prairies of the West, and the woods 


Well, sir, having, |, 


| that package until after the report was made. 


debate had been going on. 
House might be brought back to the precise cha- 
racter of the proposition before it—not one touch- 
ing the merits of the controversy; not one involv- 
ing the truth of the facts set forth in the repo.t, nor 
the action of the House, in admitting five of these 


to that commit- = of the gentleman from New York, the skilfal spe- 


: tnue to hear until the next Presidential elec- _ 
It is the same cry which the Fede- | 


He desired it, that the | 


gentlemen to temporary membership on this floor. : 
All these things have passed by—the repoit has | 


been made—it has been sanctioned by the House, 
and the five gentlemen are now here present in 
their seats. All the testimony on which these pro- 
ceedings have taken place, has been reported to 
the House, and the committee now stand here de- 
siting and insisting that it should be printed. But 
these papers, now desired to be also printed, were 
not considered by the committee, because they 
were never before them in the form of evidence. 
Not one solitary member ever saw the inside of 
It 
was sealed up from all inspection, and therefore 
constituted no part of the foundation of this report. 
Why then should it be printed with it, as a part of 
it, when in truth and faet it was never opened here, 
nor referred to the committee, until after its report 
had been made? We desire all the testimony be- 
fore the committee, and on which the report was 
founded, to be printed and sent out with it, in or- 
der that the people of this country may be able to 
see and determine whether the committee and this 
House have done right in the New Jersey case. 
To print these depusitions, which came in after 
the report, can shed no light on the propriety of 
what has been done. They are now before the 
committee, and should continue there until the re- 
maining depositions shall arrive, and the whole 
case come on for final hearing on the ultimate 
rights of the party. They will then be printed in 
connection with the others, and go to the world as 
a part of the New Jersey case, and receive that at- 
tention which they may be found to deserve. 

Bat it is useless to dwell on this point; for it is 
evident to every one that the proposition is submil- 
ted only for the purpose of furnishing an, occasion 
to assail the conduct of the majority of the commit- 
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tee who made the report, and of the House by 
whom it wasconfirmed. Sir, itis now notoriously 
a question of crimination. Having failed to get in 
the five claimants commissioned by the Governor, 
and having farther failed in excluding the five who 
actually received the majority of the votes, gentle- 
men turn round, in the rage and fury of their dis- 
appointment, and seek to criminate the conduct of 
all those by whom their purposes have been frus- 
trated. Proud in the consciousness of having done 
right, as one member of the committee, I stood 
ready to meet any and every charge that might be 
preferred against me, or any of the honorable gen- 
tlemen who had concurred in making this report. | 
expected those charges, if made at all, would surely 
be preferred by members of the committee—by 
those whose situation enab'ed them to form an opi- 
nion worth submitting to the American people. 
Judge, then, Mr. Speaker, my surpri-e, when I 
saw tne gentleman from Maryland suddenly thrust 
himself into this controversy, which I had con- 
sidered as a sort of “family affair,” and gravely 
prefer a long list of charges against the majority of 
the committee. I do not deny the gentleman’s 
right to do so, nor do I question the sincerity of his 
declaration, that, in his opinion, there had been 
something wrong in the action of the committee. 
But, sir, [ now admonish him in advance not to be 
too precipitate in his conclusions—his situation has 
not been favorable to a correct knowledge of the 
facts; and.I pledge myself now here, to the House, 
and the nation, that he has not preferred one soli- 
tary charge that cannot be triumphantly refuted. 
The gentleman told us that he had looked into 
our journals, but was constrained to admit that he 
had only done so slightly. Now, sir, this very ad- 
mission ought to have suggested to him to have 
been more sparing in his denunciations. Wha! 
did the gentleman think he could examine the con- 


| tents of this huge volume in a single night? That 
` he could comprehend the profound legal learning 


. cial pleading of the gentleman from Alabama, and 


the wily tact ofhim from Virginia, on so slight and 
so hasty an inspection? The gentleman can have 
no sort of idea of the profound mysteries of this 
new and interesting work. 

With no better opportunity than this to obtain 
correct information, the gentleman selected one por- 


| tion of the journal here, and another there—a frag- 
! ment from one place, and a scrap from another, 


and drawing his conclusions from such disjointed 
premises, proclaims to the country ‘‘that there was 
something wrong in the committee room.” Sir, I 
expect there was something wrong in that committee 
room—something wrong in this House—something 
wrong b-fore the Governor and Privy Council of 
New Jersey. But I stand here to say, afier a full 
examination of this case, that that wrong is not on 
the side of those who have maintained the rights of 
the people of New Jersey agaist its Governor and 
Council. 

Let it be remembered that no gentleman has 
ventured to dispute the great and controlliog fact 
which constitutes the sum and substance of this 
report, to wit: who received the greatest number of 
votes cast in the New Jersey election. No man 
has, because no man could deny it. The parties 
hoiding the Governor’s commission, so far from 
denying that their competitors did receive the ma- 
jority of votes,in their written pleadings have sub- 
stantially admitted it. They have so plainly ad- 
mitted it, that the committee need not have called 
a single witness in the case; they need not bave 
taken a solitary deposition; but, walking: into this - 
hall, might have laid that written admission on 
your table, and said to you: “Behold the fact which 
you required us to ascertain!” In one hour after 
the pleadings of the parties were closed, the com- 
mittee might have made the report which they 
have made, and the House have taken the very 
action they have taken, on the parties’ own admis- 
sions: If it be asked why such a report was not 
made sooner, under such circumstances, My an- 
swer is, that those who are now sO mach abused 
as an unjust and overbearing majority, never be- 
came a majority until the orders of this House had . 
been given, commanding this report to. be made. 
Until then we werein a minority, incapable of con- 
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trotling any thiag. Qa: proposuions were voted 
down or stricken oul, cr sv aliered and amended 
as to make us fnal'y repudiate them ourselves. 
This was effected by the chairman generally vot- 
and ac:jog with the other party on ail quesuons in- 
volviag a reporton the state and concition of the 
poll-books. At length, however, the instruc ions 
of the House were given—the chairman yielded 
obedience to them, and we stood released from 
that thraldom to which we had been so lung sub- 
jected. 

[Here the morning hour having expired, the 
House went into Committee of the Whole on the 
Treasary Note bill.] 

- Marcu 18. 

Mr. Brown of Tenne:see resumed. 
proceed, tn continuation of the remarks began on 
yesterday. I then complained, and: yet thnk I 
had a right to compla-n, that the proceedings of 
the committee had been so har-hly and unjustly 


| 


condemned by the hunorable gentieman {rom | 


Maryland. Ii did seem to me, that when this con- 
uoversy had been narrowed down to th: mere 
crimination of the majority whilst in the committee 
room, that the geatleman should have left it to be 
settied by the members of the committee. I advert 
to this topic again, ia order to assure the gentleman 
that I reter the injustice that he has done, which J 
know he has dune to the majority, more to the want 
of personal information, thaa to any dispositivos to 
send forth to the world a groundless imputation of 
our motives and conduct. But I may be mistaken 
as tothe ex-ent of the gentieman’s information. 
He may have learned from others, ia whom he 


confides, much more than he could find out from ` 
his-necessarily slight and superficial inspection of |: 


our jouraals. However this may be, ihe gentle- 
man, day after day, indulged in a freedom and 


j 


“Resolved, That this committee will now prc ceed 
to decide on the legality and validity of the com- 
missions granted by the Governor of New Jer- 
sey;” 

It being the first question presented and the whole 
testimony relating to that branch of the subject 
having been read. The same fact of these com- 
miss:ons having been read and considered is indelibly 


- engraved on other pages of this book, and leaves no 


I will now © 


boldness of crimination, that demands a prompt. ` 


and decisive refutation. Scatie-ed, as they were, 


ground for cavil or dispute. I shall have freduent 
ecasion to refer to this book, and I must bez par- 
don of the gentleman from Virginia in advance, if 
I should happen to designate it as “Botts’s journal.” 
I can hardly open it any where, without coming 
across his name. standing in bol! relief, in almost 
perpetual conspicuosity. Beside this, the gentleman 
was admittedly the chief architect of this large 
superstructure; [ mean the plainer and more sub. 
stantial (if any be substantial) parts of the work. 
The ornamental parts were execu'ed by the gen- 
temen from New York and Alabama, with the 


exception of a little fretwork by the gentleman i: 


from Connecticut. 


On the authority of this record, then, I aver that ` 
the commissions of the Governor were read—that © 


they were considered—were argued at great length 
by the parties, and a distinct vote taken on their 
validity and sufficiency. Yet, sir, the country has 
been told, often told, directly the reverse. 


Stand arraigned at the bar of public opinion, for 


The | 
| majority of this committee, at this very moment, 


having given to the commissions no attention, | 


and for having treated with silent indifference, if 
not coatempt, the broad seal of one of the old and 
gallant thirteen States of the Union. On what 
evidence have they been arraigned? On none. 
Bold assertion was substituted for evidence, and 
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commands of this House? Surely. the gentleman 
could not have matured th s objection in his own 
mind before he preferred it against the committee. 
But he evidently preferred this only as inducement 


: to his third and most objectionable and g:oundless 


: charge of all. 


He says that the commitiee having 


| adop ed that resolution and sent off the claimants 


in search of their testimony, it was a violation of 


. dis faith and solemn pledges to have made this re- 


' of this foul deed of violated taith. 


poit without giving them notice. True, he at- 
tempts to draw a distinction in favor of the commit- 
tee, by regarding it only as accessory, whilst he looks 
upoa the House as the principal in the perpetration 
Sir, I reject 
the distinction. Ifthe charge were true, I should 
consider the magnitude of the offence as consti» 
tuting all principals concerned in its commission. 
Bat, sir, is that charge true? The gentleman pre- 
erred it ina tone and manner so excited, that he 
found it necessary to explain or apologize to the 
House for it. He iliustrated bis opinion of the 
conduct of the committee and the House, by re- 
ferring to his frequent agreements lo pair off with 


' members of this House, uutil a specified ume, and 


reckless invect-ve supplied the place even of pro- | 


bability or presumption. 


By what evidence is the | 


Charge disproved? By this record, and by the ` 


thi ough a very long speech, I ieared, at one time, | 
that I should not be able to collect and arrange ` 


them. Bat he was kind enough yesterday to reca- 
pituiate, and to condense them into a small com- 
pass. . 

His first charge was, that the committee had 
failed to discharge its duties, as pointed out by the 
standing rules of the House giving existence to 
the committee. That rule declares: 

“That it shall be theduty of the Committee of Blections to 


examine and report upon the certificates of election, or other 
eredentiuls, of meimbera returned to serve in this House.” 


Now I desire to know whether the gentleman 
from Maryland did mean to make thei mpression 
on this House, that the committee had no! per- 
formed that portion of its duty; that we had not 
examined the commissions, and decided on them. 
If these were the gentleman's objections to our 
proceedings, it was easy tə show that he was mis- 
taken. 

{Mr. Jenirer here explained ] 

If I understand the gentleman's explanations, I 
have not misapprehende! his meaning. I refer 
him to the resolution under which this case was re- 


ferred to the committee. ‘That goes beyond the |! 
s'anding rules, and requires us to ascertain and re- | 
port who were entitled to occupy the five vacant | 


seats from the State of New Jersey. This opened : 


up the whole question: the commissions, the re- 
turns, the poll books; in fact, every thing 
on which the right of membership de ended. 
Now, sir, it has been asseried here, and 


the public press has spread it all over this | 


country, that the commiltee paid but lite or 
no attention to the Governor’s commissions; that 
they were treated with no respect; regarded as 
amounting to no sort of evidence in the case wha'- 
ever. 
dvubt gone where no refutation of mine can ever 
overtake it. 
the denial after it. I will send the journal, too, 
so soon as it shal] be printed, beneath whose wither- 
ing rebuke such assertions cannot stand. - Every 


This boll and reckless asseriion has no | 


') right was going on. 
` onthe puargatirn of the polls. 


But, as far as I am ab'e, I willsend | 


personal knowledge of every member of the com- ` 


mittee. . 


The gentleman from Virginia, from the beginning, . 


had entertained the opinion that nothing but the 


commissions could entiile the gentlemen to their . 


seats, He had avowed and enforced that opinion 
in an elaborate argument on this floor, before the 
commiltee had ever sat upon the case. Was it 


: likely, therefore, that he would permit the questions 
i growing out of those commissions to lie neglecjed | 


` and unnoticed before the committee? 


So far from 
it, sir, the supremacy of the commissions seemed to 
fill ail his thoughts; ıt was the beginning and the 
end of his whole judgment in the case. 

Mr. Speaker, I come now to the second charge 


preferred by the gentieman from Maryland against | 


the majority of the committee. He says that the 
commitiee pas<ed a resolutton that it would not 


proceed to determine the question of ultimate right | 


between these parties until the second Monday in ' 


April, and that this report is in violation of that re- 
solution. Well, sir, the resolution says that the 
commi tee would not decide on the question of ul- 
timate or final right, until the time designated Have 
we d-citled on such right? Have we reported cn 
it? Notatall. We have only decided and re- 
ported on the right of present occupancy of the con- 


_ tested seats, whilst the inquiry as to the ultimate > 


The ultimate sight depended 
In New Jersey the 
vole is given by general ticket; the whole State 
would have to be ransacked in search of illegal 
votes, which woul: necessarily require much time. 
The question, therefore, arose who should be the 


sitting members during the period allowed for col- - 


lecting this testimony? The report made only covers 
that point of present cccupancy, and has no refe- 
Jence to the ultimate rights of the parties at all. 
Whe e, then, is the violation of this resolve of the 


© committee? The gentleman shouid have spared his 
n reflections «n the commit'ee on anoher ground 


member of trat committee m st know, and dees |: 


know, that the credentiais «ccupied a large portion 
of our attention, and were the sutj ct of anxious 
and serious consideration. I reerto page 79 of 


that journal: 
‘“Whereupon Mr. Borrs moved the following 
resolution: 


i 
| 
| 
! 


He should have remembered that even this report 


on the preser:t occupancy of the sea's was not made | 


der» of this House, 
that was l-ft to us was the simple daty of obedi- 
ence. Will the gentleman censure us for that? 


-~ Would he have had us to set up our own resolves of 
: a prior date, in open defiance of the resolves and 


e 


i until we received the express and peremp'ory ore - 
When tese were given, all ; 


' was made or not. 


| Parations on tbe quesiion of ultimate right. 


declared that he should have considered himself 
dishonored by a violation of any such pledge or 
agreement. Ali this, sir, was reiterated through a 
speech of several days’ lengih—reporiers and let- 
ter writers have sent the charges to the pubiic press, 
and that has distributed them to every portiun of 
this continent. Denunciation and asse:tion may 
achieve a temporary triumph over truth and evı- 
dence. But it will be only a temporary one. This 
record shall go forth to the world. Itshali follow 
up tnese’ high charges of the gentleman from 
Maryland, and show to the American people how 
destitute of foundation they are. l reter to page 
127, where it appears that the commitiee reserved 
the right to make a preliminary 1eport, whenever 
they might think proper to doso. To page 129, 
where a proposition to that effect was made by 
Mr. Mepitt. To page 147, where ano'her was 
made by Mr. Fisner. To page 138, which shows 
that the parties on both sides were then present, and 
heard the discussions, and witnessed the action of 
the committee on the proposition. How, then, can 
it be said or pretended that they left the city with- 
out notice that a preliminary report was con- 
templated? They knew that the right to make such 
a report had been always reserved. They knew 
that every atlempt to take away that right had ` 
been defeated. They knew that the making of 
such a report would not interfere with their pre- 
They 
knew that they would have to go home lo take the. 
balance of their tes.imony, whether sach a report 
They knew allthis. I say 
they knew more. They knew that a resolution 
instructing the committee to make such a report, 
had been introduced by Mr. Turney of Tennessee, 


* and was then actually pending before the House. 
` These facts are all recorded, and yet it is pretended 


| themselves in the New Jersey election? 


that they retired to New Jersey in conscious secu- 
rity, confiding in the honor and integrity of the 
committee, and of this House! They were de- 
ceived and taken by surprise! surprise about what? 
surprised by a report, declaring that their oppo- 
nents had received a higher number of votes than 
That - 
was impossible, for they had never denied the fact; 
they had substantially admitted it. The records of 


` New Jersey demonstrated it beyond ail possibility 


of denial. 

- Sir, I have no patience for a further exposure 
of this groundiess charge of broken pledges and 
violated faith. I pass to another charge, equal- 
ly unmerited and equally unfounded. We are 
charged with making our report with unjust pre- 
cipitation, without ever having examined the tes- 
limony refered to us by the House. That, in so 


, doing, the committee had practised a fraud on 


this House, and the nation, who hada right to 
expect that we had examined ali the testimony 
in the case: others have made the same impu- 
tation on the proceediogs of the comm:tiee, and 
I will, therefore, appeal again “to the law and 
the testimony; to the gentleman’s (from Vir- 
ginis) own book; to that favorite record, which 
he watched and guarded with more care than all 
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the other members of the co umittee beside. The 
testimony was gone over twice The first time | 
to read the evidence, to hear the parties on it, | 
and to note down the objections made by them. 
This may be all seen on the journal, from page 
70 to page 89. The second time it was gone 
over, Was j ‘ 
various points made by the parties, touching the 
admissibility ond competency of the evidence in 
the case. Our proceedings tur this purpose may 
be seen from page 96 to 126, Thy testimony 
was examined under the following resolution: 


“Resolved, That we will now take up the tes- |: 


timony which has been referred to this commit- 
tee in the New Jersey case.” It was taken up with- 
out any him‘tation or qualified purpose whi'so- 
ever. On page 70, we find this entry: “And 
thereupon the committee proceeded to the hearing 
of the testimony” and “the certificates of tne 
Governor of New Jersey were read.” Again on 

ge 75, “And the following documents being 
the Same that were referred, &c. were severally 


taken up and read.” On page 79, may be found | 


the following entry: 
“Mr. Botts moved the following resolution: 
“Resolved, That this committee will now pro- 
ceed to decide on the legality and validity of the 
commissions granted, &c. it being the first ques- 
tion presented, and the whole testimony relating 
to that branch of the subject having been read.” 
On page 81: “The paper No. 13 was then taken up; 
and page £3: “And thereupon paper No. 13 was 
read.” This same paper, No. 13, relating to the polls 
at South Amboy was again taken up and rejected, 
.Mr. Borrts only, of all the committee, voting for it, 
It is farther shown by the journals “that there 


for the purpose of deciding on the | 
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mony having been taken up wi hout restriction— 
having been heard as competent ia the case, would 
be tieasured up in each member’s mind until 


: some report or other action on it was caled for, 
` and then each would decide (by a silent process of 


being no further testimony before the committee, — 
Mr.Borrs moved the following resolution, &c.” The | 


different portions of testimony were designated by’ 
numbers, and the record shows in relation to 
every one of them, “that they were read.” In 
going over the testimony the second time, we heard 
the parties on the various objections made and noted 
down the first time, and decided whether each 
number was admissible or competent testimony. 
Those depositions which were rejected were laid 


aside, the parties avowing that they desired and i 


intended to take them over again. 

Itis on this ground that gentlemen on the other 
side have fallen into a great error. They have 
contended that the committee had never heard or 


considered the testimony, except as it relates to | 


the quest on’of comnetency. I have already read to 
the House the resolution under which it was taken 
up and considered. It contained no limitation of 
` purpose whatsoever. On the contrary, an attempt 
was made and strenuousiy insisied on, that it 
should takea up and considered for that pur- 
pose only; but the limitation was stricken 
out and the inquiry gone into unrestricted. 
But it seems thatits sufficiency was never passed up- 
on by the committee ın puvlic vote, so as to consti- 


tute a hearing or consideration of the testimony in’ 


reference to the makiog up of a report. Was 
sach a thing ever heard of in a committee room 
as an abstract question of sufficiency? Sufficiency 
for what? You could never determine that, un- 
til a distinct action on the case was prcposed, and 
then each member would decide for himself, whether 
the testimony was sufficient to sustain such a propo- 
sition. Look to analogies frcm the proceedings of 
our courts of justice. Our Judges and Chanceilors 


decide and pass on all questions of the competency | 
or admisibilily of evidence, raised by counsel in |, 


the progressof a cause, but you can never learn 
their opinions on its sufficiency until they pronounce 
their judgment or decree in the case. That judg- 
meat or decree will of course be according to their 
opinions of the sufficiency of the testimony to sus- 
tain it; but no separate or distinct judgment is 
passed upon it. It is a silent process of ihe mind, 
unannounced, and enly to be inferred from the na- 
ture of the decision made. The verdict of a jury 
on the issue of guilty or not guilty, evinces the 
‘opinion of the jury of the sufficiency or insufficiency 
of the evidence; but it is only in the act of render- 
ing that verdict, that a jury could be called on or 
considered as expressing such opinions.. So, sir, 


ef the proceedings of this committee. This testi- , 


his own mind) for himself, whether the evidence 
was sufficient to susta'n and jus ify such report or 
other action. 
analogy from the practice of the courts and against 


the very reason and nature of the case, gentlemen : 


on the other side have ofien exclamed, Where is 
the evidence that the sufficiency of this testimony 
was ever examined ani decided by the committee? 
My answer is still given from this record: The 
vote on the following resolution was a dec:sion on 
the sufficiency of the tes imony. 

“Mr Brown introduced the following : 

‘Resolved, That the report just read be adop ed.” 

The vote on this regoluiiun was a test of every 
membei’s opinion of the sufficiency of the evi. 
dence: and the first test that could have been ap- 
plied, without a gross violation of all parliamenta- 
ry and judicial practice. 

[The morning hour having expired, the House 
went into Committee of the Whole on the Treasu- 
ry Note bill.] 

Marca 19. 

Mr. Brown of Tennessee resumed as follows: 

At the clo-e of my remarks on yesterday, I 
thought that I had suffici-ntly refuted the charge 
preferred against us, of not having examined the 
evidence referred to us by this Heuse. The gentle- 
man from Maryland now informs me, that his 
chief complaint was, and yet is, that we did not 


| open and examine the depositions now generally 


known “as the mysterious package.” I thank the 
gentleman for any suggestion ca'culated to abbre- 
viate our defence and explanations of this report. 
I think I can satisfy any candid and impariial 
mind, that said package was never before the com- 
mittee; that it was never there as evidence; never 
there in any form or manner, so as to enable us to 
act onits contents: I remember well when it 
made its first appearance in the commitiee roum: 
it was on the day when the committee assembled 
for the purpose of receiving the report which the 
‘chairman had been directed to prepare, in obedi- 


- ence.to the orders of the House.. We had assem- 


i vote of thecommiitee was taken on it. 


bkd for that special and only purpose. True, we 
might have met there at any rate. We had met 
there se often, that itis very likely that the mere 
force of habit might have taken us there again. 
However this may be, when we were assembled, 
it was not for the purpose of reopening the case, or 
of taking any new order in it, but simply to ascer- 
tain whether the chairman had prepared the report, 
agreeably to the directions of the commitiee, given 
on the Saturday previous. When so assembled, 
and for such purpose only, this mysterious package 
made its appearance. It was brought there by the 
gentleman from Connecticut. It was laid by him 
on the table at which the chairman was sitling. 
After permitting it to lie there for some time, the 
gentleman said something that called the a'tention 
of the chairman toit. It was found to bea sealed 


Thus itis, sir, in the face of this | 


package, directed to the Speaker of the House, but | 


i to the care of the chairman of the committee, and 


endorsed, “Depositions in the New Jersey case.” 
Mr. Smita moved, informally, (aot being in writ- 


ing,) that the chairman should open the package. | 
He replied that the package was not directed to | 


him, but to the Speaker, and he did not feel at li- 
berty to break open its sea's, but it being directed 
to his care, he would deliver it to the Speaker as 
soon as his convenience would admit of it. The 
motion, or proposition, not being in writing, no 
Tae chair- 


inan then read his report, and I moved that it : 


should be adopted; and pending that motion, the 
gentleman from Connecticut moved that the 
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i, forthwith, be entuely disiegarded. 


i; the House. 


package should be seat to the Speaker, to be by :; 
him opened, and an order of reference be obtained 


from the House. During all this time, our pro- 
ceeding: were to stand suspended. It might be 
several days before the order could be obtained 
from the House, and if debate happened to spring 
up upon it, which was very probable, it might 
even be weeks before it was obtained; and the in- 


structions of the House to us, to make a report 
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Toe committee 
refused to submit to any turther delays; they con- 
firmed the repo!t, and ordered it to be submitted to 
It is for this they have been so olten 
and so severely censured by gentlemen in the 
course of this debate. It is now said that if the 


i committee had examined this package, it would 


have establizhed a number of illegal votes suffi: ient 
to have p evented at least one of these gentiemen 
from being adm tted to his seat. Sir, who ever 
pretended that this package related to illegal votes, 
until we heard it in debate? Did the gentleman 
from Connect:cut, who presented it, say that it re- 
lated to illegal votes? Did he ever once hint such 
an idea befo:e the committee? Notatall. There, 
we were tuld on the face of his own resolution, that 
it related to the manner of ho diag tse poll at 
South Amtoy; here, we are informed that it re- 
lated to the reception ot illegal votes. Way this 
strange siscrepancy between the in‘ormation given 
then, and the compia:nts made now? Sir, I think 
I can tell you why. 

On the question as to the manner of holding the 
South Amboy polls, gentlemen do not desire to 
make too prominent an issue. These objections 
stand on too narrow and technical a foundation. 
They therefore fly off in pursuit of anew idea— 
a mere after-though'—which either never occurred 
to themselves, or was suppressed by them at the 
time this decision was made. Let it be remember- 
ed, Mr. Speaker, that this sealed package was no 
part of the old testimony. It had been recently 
taken, whilst both parties were engaged in taking 
testimony in New Jersey. They had been allowed 
until the second Monday in April for that purpose. 
When that time should expire, they were expected 
10 return to this city, bringing with them the depo- 
sitions which they had taken. Now, sir, why was 
it that this particular deposition had strayed off 
from the others, and been hurried to this city by 
itself? Why had it not been sent to the Speaker 
of the House, to whom it was directed, and as it is 
expressly required to be by the Jaws of New Jer- 
sey. I have those laws now before me, and they 
expressly require that they should have been sent 
to the Speaker. it was not sent by the public mail. 
When and by whom it had bcen sealed did not 
appear, and there were no endorsements to guard 
its alteration. What is required generally in our 


' courts of law and equity in similar cases? The 


commissioner must certify that the deposition was 
sealed up without having been out of his posses- 
sion, and without alieration. If sent by privae 
conveyance, the person conveying it must certify 
on oath thathe received it from the commissioner, 
and that the same has been unaltered whilst in 
his possess on. The committee did not require all 
these ikings to be complied with. Indeed, they 
considered that they had nothing to do with all 
these precautions, because the House, it was to be 
supposed, would guard all these points before they 
opened and referred all such papers to the com- 
mittee. But, sir, many of the committee did look 
with suspicion on this package. It had not come 
through accustomed channe:s, and it might be to 
avoid the necessary scrutiny, that it had sought to 
come into the committee, through channels un- 
known to the laws of New Jersey, and unsanction- 
ed by parliamentary practice. 

I am free, however, to state, that ] never permit- 
ted these suspicions to fasten on the gentleman 
from Connecticut persona!ly, for having brought 
them from his lodging to the co:nmiltee room for 
delivery to the chairman, to whose care they were 
directed. But, sir, they did fasten on the package 
itself—on its abrupt and precipitate transmi-sien to | 
this city, in advance of all the other cepositions, 
either then or in the course of being taken in the 
State of New Jersey. These suspicious circum- 
stances, as Í regard them, no doubt influenced my 
mind tosome degree, in refusing to suspend our 
obedience to the orders of the House, and to await 
the opening and re‘erence ef the packaze- Bat I 
put that refusal on sull higher ground — I maintain 
that that package was never be:ore Us 1n such con- 
dition as to allow ı fficial actida. It was never be- 
fore us as acommittee. Nothing could be properly 
so, but what had been sent through the House and 
by the House. We had, therefore, no right In 
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take action on the paper. That action depended 
solely on the chairman, into whose hands it came, 
which the committee had no right te accelerate 
or retard, by any order on the subject. The gen- 
tleman from Maryland, however, assumes the 
ground that the chairman had the right to break the 
seal, and to open the package, without presenta- 


tion to the Speaker or any order o! the House. . 


The Speaker, however, was of a different opinion. 
Every member of the committee present thought 
differently, except the gentlemen from New York 
and Connecticut. The gentleman from Alabama 
has no recollection of hearing the proposition 
made, that the chairman should open it; but, at the 
same time, he tells you if he had heard it, he 
would not have sanctioned the idéa for one mo- 
ment. 


UMr. Crass here rose and submitted some re- A 


marks of explanation.) 
Mr. Brown wasglad that the gentleman from 


Alabama had submi:ted his remarks: he wanted | 


his pusition to be perfectly understood, for it was 
one on whchhe did not intend to bestow the 
slightest censure. : 

“On the question of sending this package to the 
Speaker, and waiting for its reference and return, 
only two of the minority present voted for it, the 
gentleman from Alabama not being one of them. 

(Mr. Crass again explained, and said that his 
vote against sending it, was owing to certain reci- 
tals on the resolution of the gentleman from Con- 
necticut, which he did not think correct in point of 
fact.] : 

Mr. Brown then read the resolution, and the vote 
taken on it, and said that he meant to farnish the 
House with the precise facts as they had existed, 


bat did not doubt the motive which the gentleman | 


had stated, controlled his vote on that occasion. 


Mr. Speaker, I have been much astonished at ` 


the opinions which the gentleman from Maryland 
advanced on this part of the case. I understand 
he is a distinguished member of the bar, and it is 
with extreme reluctance that I would undertake to 
question any of his legal opinions. 
leave to submit tohim a few, very few, cases for 
his solution. Suppose an ordinary letter to be di- 
rected io A B, to the care of C D; or suppose a 


letter to be written to the president of the Bank of ` 
Maryland, to the care of E F, one of its stock- | 


holders or directors; or to the clerk and master in 
chancery at A, to the care of the sheriff attendant 
on the court 
advance the opinion, thatin all these cases, the 
persons to whose care they were directed could law- 
fully break the seals, and publish their content-? 
The gentleman’s argament seemed to affirm that 
they could, and opens op to my mind new princi- 
ples of law, which have heretofore eluded my re- 
search. i 

I put to the gentleman, in becoming deference, 
another question; whether, if he be right on the 
general princip'es of the science, he may not possi- 
bly be mistaken in his opinions on this point, under 
the special provisions of the law of New Jersey. 


That law, as I have before remarke’, expressly re- | 


guires these depositions to be addressed and for- 
warded to the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives. How comes it, then, that any one else 
can interrupt them—stop their progress toward the 
Speaker, to whom they are required to go—break 
open the seals, make use ef their conten's, and stiil 
invoke the law to sanctify and approve the deed? 


Sir, ell this may be so, but I must be permitted to i] 
ray that it challenges a very high order of credu- 
At all events, the committee did 


lity to believe it. 
not understand either the general law or the statute 
of New Jersey in that way. They found this 
package notin your hands, but in the hands of the 
gentleman from Connecticnt; not on your table, 


but on theirs; not coming direct by the public mail, — 
but wandering about first in one man’s hands, and | 
then in another’s, covered by another envelope, | 


which is torn away from it; and having, in facr, 
none of those safeguards which the law throws 
aronnd depositions in analegous cases. Under 
these circumstances, the committee determined to 
have nothing to do with the package for the pre- 
sent, but to let it reach its ultimate des ination, the 
Speaker's hands, by him to be laid before the 


Still I beg | 
; question. But still no solitary response could be 
| obtained. Even now that we have reported, I can 
| Often detect a sort of inquisitive curiosity to know 


Now does the gentleman mean to || 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
New Jersey Election—Mr. Brown of Ten. 


House, and by the House be referred to the com- 
mittee, in due and regular furm. It is now before 
as, and will take its place with the other deposi- 
tions; will be considered when they are considered, 
and be allowed its due weight in the final report. 
Thos far, Mr. Speaker, most of what I have said 
has been in justification of the conduct of the com- 
mittee. I wish now to say something in vindication 
of the action of the House in requiring this report to 
be made. The very terms of the resolution referring 
this case to the committee, show that it was the in- 
tention of the House not to leave New Jersey long 
without her full representation on this foor. Pre- 
Sent occupancy of her vacant seats until the final 
rights of the parties could be ascertained, was evi- 
dently intended. It was expected that a report on 
the present right could have been made in a few 
days, or weeks, at farthest. This right depended 
either on the commissions or the poll books, 


| which, it was thought by the House, could soon be 


determined. The tinal right depended on the pur- 
gation of the polls in all the townships of the State; 
and it was known that it would take much time 
and trouble to perform it. These were the known 
views of the House. Well, sir, the case had been 
before us for about two months, instead of as 
many weeks. Questions of great importance to 
the country were daily arising, and New Jersey 
stood deprived of her full number of Representa- 
tives in this hall. The Governor of that State 
se zed en the occasion to appeal to the other States 
of the Union. The impression was spreading far 
and wide, that too much delay was taking place in 
the investigation. During all this time, not one 
word was heard from the committee. True, we 
were seen repairing early and retiring late from the 
scene of our labors. Night after night the burning 
lamps of our committee room attested our industry 
and devotion to business; but still no signs or tokens 
of a report being made could be discovered. Al- 


most every member was asking us when? The. 


vacant and unoccupied seats of New Jersey, as we 
passed, seemed ready to ask us when? The coun- 
try at large was loudly addressing to us the same 


what we have been about during all thistime. I 
will tell you, sir. We have been making this 
great book—I beg pardon for having almost said 
“ Botts’s book "—on the commissions of the Go- 
vernor; on the records of his proceedings; ia making 


a computation of the votes on the certificate of the | 


Secretary of State, and the written pleadings of the 
party. We could and ought to have made this report 
in one-fourth part of that time, which we have 
wasted on technical trifles, and in a poor, misera- 
ble, and (as I fear the country will say) contempti- 
ble system of special pleading. 

It was after such delays as this, and in the midst 
of the universal complaint of that delay which I 
have mentioned, that my honorable colleague, 
Mr. Cave Jounson, submitted his resolution of 
instructions to report forthwith who received the 
greatest number of votes at the election of New 
Jersey, and all the evidence appertaining lo that 
fact. Sir, I shall never forget the sensat:ons evi- 
dently produced on a portion of the committee by 
the introduction of that resolution. The pride of 
the gentleman from Alabama, and of the gentle- 
man from New York revolted at the word ‘-forth- 
with!” They revolted at the very idea of instant 
compulsion. The gentleman frum Connecticut 
did not care so much about the word “‘forthwith;” but 
seemed to shrink with horror from the intrusion of 
the chairman of Military Affairs! In touching and 
eloquent strains, he implored protection trom that 
man of war “with gl ttering helmet, and with 
nodding plume!” That whole debate went off on 
a collateral and fa'se issue, and was evidently in- 
tended to direct the public mind away from the 
true merits of the proposition. It was said to be 
indelicate, and even insulting to the commi'tee, to 
callon them for a report, which the House and 
the country had been expectiog for many weeks, 
with breathless anxiety! The House was, how- 
ever, resolved to wait no longer, and after amend- 
ing, adopted the resolution. ‘This amendment con- 


| sisted in the insertion of the word “lawful,” before 
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the word “votes.” It was proposed by the gentle- 
man from New York, (Mr. Fittmore,] who was 
io full practice on similar motions in the commiitee 
room. There, whenever it was proposed to ascer. 

tain “who received the greatest number of votes 
polled at the New Jersey election,” so as to be 

able to report that fact to the House, the gentle. 

man, or some other member of the minority, would 

move to insert the word lawful, so as to throw us 

off from the poll books as they stood at the close 

of the election, into the purgation of the polls. 

They stood on the commissions as the foundation 

of right to a seat. We stood on the poll books 

that contradicted the commissions, and clearly 

showed that five other persons received the votes 

of the majority. Now, sir, the fair mede of 
proceeding would have been to take a vote on the 
validity and sufficiency of the commissions, and 

if the majority of the committee of the House was 

found in favor of Messrs. Aycrigg and Co. to place 
them in their seats; and if no such majority was. 
found, then,to have taken a vote on the vali- 

dity ard sufficiency of the poll books, and to 

have placed Messrs. Dickerson, Vroom, ete. in 

their seats, if a majority was found in their favor, 

I repeat, sir, would have been the fair, plain- 

sailing mode of proceeding. But it has been de- 

nied to us throughout this whole proceeding. We 

have been, from time to time, forced off from an 

examination and report on the poll books, showing 

in fact who were elected by the people, and com- 

pelled to report on presumptions, instead of facts, or 

give the commissioned gentlemen another chance, 

by searching over the State of New Jersey for ille- 

gal votes. Sir, the motion made here was a part of 
the same system. But the gentleman did not re- 

member that the word lawful could have none of 

its magic influence on this resolution, where there 

were so Many other expressions to command and 

control it. We were ordered to report forthwith, 

but not se as to stop or delay our investigations 

into the ballot box. So long as these expressions 

continued in the resolutions of instruction, the word 

lawful could be made to apply only to those votes 

cast in the election, which the law-and the rules of 

evidence declare lawful, until the contrary be 

shown by evidence. In his zeal and precipitancy, 

and misled by the effect of the same word in dissi- 

milar propositions in the committee room, the gen- 
tleman from New York failed to follow up his mo- 
tion to insert the word lawful, by other motions to. 
strike out the word forthwith, and the whole pro- 

viso at the close of the resolution. This failure 
was fatal to his object. It lost every advantage 
which he was seeking to acquire. The gentlegian 
and his friends soon perceived it, when they found 
the whole Democratic party of the House still 
voting for the instructions, notwithstanding the in- 
sertion of that word. Thereupon the whole Whig 
pariy, with no remembered exception, voted against 
it, in the face of theii own favorite word “lawful.” 
This, sir, is the resolution, as finally adopted: 

- “Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be authorized te 


| report to this House such papers, and such of their proceedings 


as they may desire to have printed by order of the House; and 
that they be instructed also to report forthwith which fiva of the 
ten individuais claiming seats from the State of New Jersey, re- 
ceived the greatest number of lawful votes from the whole State 
for Representatives in the Congress of the United states, at the 
election of 1838 iu said State, with all the evidence of that fact in 


j their possession: Provided, That nothing herein contained 


shall be so construed as to prevent or delay the action of said 
committee in taking testimony, and deciding the said case oh the 
merits of the election.” 

The gentleman from Maryland, as well as the 
minority of the committee, have complained much 
of the construction which was given to this reso- 
iution by the majority. They have industriously. 
sought to make the impression that it was re- 
solved to put Messrs. Dickerson and Vroom and 
their associates into their seats, right or wrong, 
on legal or illegal votes. Sir, nothing can be fur- 
ther from the truth. We have not counted one 
single vote for-them which has not been passed 
upon and decided to be legal by the constituted au- 
thorities of New Jersey, the judges and inspeetors 
of elections. They have solemnly adjudged every 
vote to be lawful before we have aliowed it. The 
law takes their judgment as binding, until the 
contrary shall be shown by evidence taken in the. 
case.. Not only did the majority decide thet the: 
votes received should be presumed and takem as 


a ee 
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lawful votes, bat every member of the minority de- 
cided so with as. They voted without exception 
for the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That all votes received by authorized 
officers acting in conformity with the laws, are prima 
facie legal.” f 

Now, sir, we have not counted one solitary vote 
which was not of that description. To escape 
from this, we are told on the other side that the 


word “lawful” was not used by the House in | 


this prime facie or presumptive sense, but referred 
to the final and absolute lawfulness which might 
De established by the evidence. Sir, how can this 
be so, when the House knew that the testimony had 
not yet been taken—when the House knew 
that the parties had just left the city for the pur- 
pose of taking it-~~when the House knew that two 
months had been allowed them for that purpose? 
How then could they have meant to call for a re- 
port to be made forthwith, on testimony not in ex- 
ystence, and which would not be in our possession 
before the second Monday of April next. They 
mast have meant that we should report without 
delay on the lawful votes, as they stood as such 
on the records of New Jersey and the testimony 
before the committee—on the votes which then 
stood as lawful, according to the laws of New Jer- 
sey, and not on the votes which might hereafter be 
found legal when the taking of the testimony was 
completed. The House was demanding the 
Teport only to settle the right of present occu- 
pancy, so as to put, one party or the other in their 
seats, until the final right should be determined. 
They therefore called for a report on the evidence 
as it then stood, not on the evidence as it might 
hereafter appear. This is put beyond all ques- 
tion by the proviso which expressly declares that 
the inquiry into the merits of the election should 
not be suspended or prevented. 
The next day the committee met. They settled 
down on the construction of the resolution for 
which I have contended, and ordered the report to 
be prepared by the Tuesday following (that being 


Saturday.) On Tuesday the report, as prepared | 


by the chairman, was adopted and ordered to be 
presented to the House. 
ed, debated; bat was finally confirmed, and five of 
the claimants admitted to their séats by an over- 
whelming majority. I again affirm that every vote 
counted in making oat that report, stood, at the 
ume it was counted, as a good and lawful vote, 
according to the rules of evidence and the laws of 
the land. Buat.it is trae, that in making out the re- 
port the committee did not, and could not, know 
bat what some of the votes counted might herea(ter 
be proved to be illegal when the parties returned, 
on the 2d Monday in April, from taking their testi- 
mony in New Jersey. We were not gifted wih 
the spirit of prophecy so as to know how that might 
be, and the House called for present and immedi- 
ate action, and did not choose to wait the develop- 
ments of the future. But whatever doubt might 
have existed before as to the correcinessof our con- 
struction of its orders, they must be removed by the 
subsequent action of the House. When the report 
came, it was resisted on the express groun that we 
had misconstrued the reselution of instruction. 
The question was debated and considered by the 
House. Surely the gentlemen do not mean to de- 
ny that the House understood its own orders. Well, 
what wasits decision? It sanctioned our construc- 
tion by confirming our report. Before the House 
we were charged with stupidity and mental delu- 
sion; now nothing can save the House itsélf from the 
Same unmerited denunciation. What, sir, after all, 
have we done? Nothing but what the Governor of 
New Jersey himself declared we ought and should 
do. Hear his declarations, made at the time when 
he was cleaving down the rights of his own people. 
“Bat it will be asked, with force and propriety, is 
a candidate to lose his seat in Congress because a 
county clerk does not make a return of the votes? 
Certainly not. If, through inadvertence or by de- 
sign, any votes have not been returned by the 
clerk, it is in the power of the House of Represen- 
tatives, in their discretion, to allow these votes, and 
give the seat to the person who, with these votes 
may be elected.” Well, what have we done? The 
votes of Millville and South Amboy had not been 


-~ 


It was presented, resist- | 
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returned, or rather had not been coanted. The 
committee and the House have counted them, and 
have given the seats accordingly. Precisely 
what Governor Pennington then said we 
ought and would do. Let me tel! gentlemen we 
have not only done this, but we have done more. 


' We nave done what Governor Pennington ought 


then to have done, but which he did not and would 
not do. He knew that the clerks of Middlesex 
and Amboy had not sent up all the returns of a!l 


; the townships ef their resprective counties, and 
; yet he would not send an express after them as the 


law directed. He knew that the votes of Millville 
and South Amboy had not been included in their 


computations, and if included would have changed | 


the result. He knew, in other words, that Messrs. 


Aycrigg and Co. had not received ‘the highest | 


number of votes” as required by the laws of New 
Jersey, yet he gave"them commissions at declaring 
them “to have been elected,” contrary to the 
truth of the case and the lawsof the State. In 
the commissions which he gave, hecould not and 
dared not say, that those to whom they had been 
given, had received the highest number of votes. He 
therefore introduced the word “elected,” not known 
in the laws of New Jersey. Who is “elected,” is 
a compound, and often a difficult question to be 
determined, and is left under the Constitution in 
such acase asthis, tobe decided by the House of 
Representatives: Bat “who received the highest 
number of votes” in an election, is a simple 
matter of arithmetical computation, and has been 
entrusted to the Executive of New Jersey as the 
returning officer. He has made a return, at open 
war with the facts of the case, and has only offered 
to an insulted people the poor consolatien that the 


recting powers of this House. We have corrected 


vernment, of which their own Governor, in an evil 
hour of partisan madness, had deprived them. In 
| restoring to them the high guarantees of the Con- 
proaches at every stage of our progress. Misre- 
; and we have been held up, ia the view of many of 
our misguided fellow-citizens, as a lawless and ty- 
rannical majority, ready and willing to sacrifice 
every thing onthe altar of partisan idolatry. The 
minority who have acted with us have given cc- 
casion te much of this newspaper defamation. 
That minority submitted a counter report, which 
they have laid in the form of an appeal before the 
American people. In that report and appeal, they 
have cast imputations on the majority of the com- 
mittee and the House, which it is now my purpose 
to repel. 

The minority have been pleased to represent 
that th's House has perpetrated a daring outrage 
in putting five men in'o their seats “who presented 
no return, ne credentials, no commissions.” Why, 
Mr. Speaker, this is no new thing under the sun. 
Look at that book on contested elections. There 
you will find from fifty to one hundred cases of the 
same kind. In almost every instance where the 
sitting member was ousted of his seat, his compe- 
titor came in “without return, credential, or com- 
mission.” (Remember, sir, Iam not responsible 
for the tautology of this sentence.) How cou'd 
they come in under any of these thing-? They 
had been cheated out of them by the fraud or stu- 
pidity of the Governor and Privy Council of New 
Jersey. The people of that State had done all in 
their power to secure to themselves the inestimable 
. right of suffrage. They had gone to the election 
on the day, and at the places specified by law, and 
deposited their votes in the ballot boxes. This 
was all they could do. At the close of that elec- 
tion, whoever received the highest number of 
votes, were the only true and lawful members of 
Congress. It is so expressly declared by the laws 
of New Jersey, and must be so from the very na- 
ture and spirit of our institutions, The people 
having voted and made choice of their own Repre- 
sentatives, all that remained to be done was, to 
commission thos: on whom that choice had fallen. 
The records or returns, when full, clearly showed 
that choice to have fallen en Messrs. DICKERSON, 


outrage he was committing was within the cor-` 


them. We have restored to the people of New . 
i! Jersey the great and fundamental right of self-go- 


stitution, we have met with revilings and re- |: 
_ ported to go no further. 
presentations have followed upon our footsteps, :` 


H. of Reps. 


Vroom, and Co. They carried these records, laid 
them down in the presence of the Governor, and 
demanded their commissions. What was his an- 
swer? “Go and get them from the House of Repre- 
sentatives.” This House has granted them. 
Your resolution of admission is their commission; 
a prouder credential than was ever issued under 
the sign manual of Governor Pennington. 

But we are told that this foul deed was done to 
secure a majority, to carry through certain favorite 
measures of the Administration. 1 solemnly de- 
clarz, Mr. Speaker, that I never heard such an 
idea advanced any where, or by any person, until I 
Saw itin the address of the minority. What are 
these measures: the Sub-Treasury? The Treasury 
Note bili? The resolutions refusing the assumption 
of State debts? Sir, 1 know not, I care not, to 
what measures the minority may allude, the asser- 
tion must fail from its own absurdity. [t is incre- 
dible that the Administration should be able to per- 
petrate all the outrages charged upon itin the New 
Jersey case, and that too by so large a majority, 
and yet be unable to carry through its own favo- 
rite measures of public policy. Sir, the credulity 
of this country is taxed even to bankruptcy, when 
called on to believe such monstrous allegations. 

I mean next to notice a very extraordinary ob- 
servation to be found in the appeal of the minority. 
They remark that this House, with a madness and 


| blindness belonging to desperation only, not only 
| adopted the report, but even went one step further, 
| and admitted these five claimants to their seats. 


What beautiful and respectful langunge toward 
this House, (a House of which they are mem- 
bers, and with which their own reputation and 
character are s0 intimately connected) The 


! minority proceed with the bold assertion that 
ail this. was done, “the House being wholly igno- 


rant of what the evidence established.” Ignorant 
of what the evidence established! What was that 
report intended to show? Simply the fact who re- 
ceived'the greatest number of votes at the New Jer- 
sey election. The instructions of the House went 
no further than that. The report, on its face, pur- 
Now the question is, 
whether the House was ignorant of the evideuce 
bearing on that point. It stands recorded on your 
journals, that it was all read, on the call of the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Duncan;] plainly and 


: distinctly read; and if your records were silent on 


Oooo ee sre 


it, there are now here within this Capitol more 
than two hundred witnesses to attest the fact. 

Sir, this charge of ignorance has not even the 
merit of novelty to recommend it to public favor. 
We have long since yielded the claim of ‘‘all the 
talents and all the decency” to those who have so 
modestly claimed it. I mean, sir, that we had 
yielded to that modest assumption before the pre- 
sent session of Congress. Since the occurrence of 
this New Jersey ca:e, however, I believe they 
have, by common consent, discontinued any fur- 
ther claim to a monopoly of all the decency, at 
least. f . 


Mr. Speaker, I have been surprised at the remedy 
proposed by the minority for all these alleged 
outrages committed by this House in the New Jer- 
sey case. They call on the people to “sise in their 
majesty, and assert and vindicate their rights 


at the ballot boxes.” At the ballot boxes! 
What, sir, have we been doing but that, 
throughout this whole controversy? What the 


people can do there, let them learn from the con- 
duct of Gov. Pennington and his Privy Council 
atthe ballot boxes! I did not expect that the gen- 
tleman had the heart to utter sucha word. What 
avail the ballot boxes, in an age and country 
where it is bol lly maintained that a partisan Go- 
vernor can sêt them aside at his pleasure, substi- 
tute his own friends in their stead, and, by affixing 
the brcad seal to the nefarious deed, defend and 
protect it from all correction? If these things can 
be dene, and then justified here, I again ask, of 
what avail are the ballot boxes against party misr 
rule and Federal domination? The ballot boxes 
may speak in the voice of thunder, and yet a ee 
Governor can speak louder than they. New Jer- 
sey knows the iruth of what I declare, because 
New Jersey has felt it. The majority Anr soak 
mitiee, and of this House, have sustained, through- 
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‘out this controversy, the rights and liberties of the 
people of that noble and gallant Siate; the minority 
have, throughout, justified the usurpations of its 
Governor and Privy Council. We have sneceed- 
ed in putting into their seats those who have been 


in truth and in fact chosen by the people. They - 
have been prevented from introducing, as mem- ` 


bers, on this floor, those who were rejected 
by the people, and whose only recommendation. 
was, “that they had found favor in the eyes” 
. of Governor Pennington. Baffled in the committee 
room, defeated in their views on this floor, the mi- 


nority have appealed to the American people. 


They appeal as an oppressed and mach injured 
minority, whose counter report has been rejected 
and suppressed by those who should have acted on 
it. This faint and sickiy ery of persecution and 
oppression is to be another one ef those false issues 
which have been raised, in order to divert the pub- 
lic mind from the real merits of this controversy. 
Tne minority have not made a fair statement on the 
subject. They have neither stated all the facts, nor 
stated them in their proper order and connection. 
How were the facts in the committee-room? The 
minority asked that the presentation of our report 
should be suspended un'il theirs should be prepar- 
ed, and both be submitted together. Two periods 
were mentioned by them. The vote was taken on 
the longest time time first. The majority did 


` treme regret that he had heard the re 
; had jnst fallen from the Senator from Kentucky ' 
[Mr. Cuay.] He was at a loss whether to ascribe , 


vo'e against the longest, iutending to vote for the | 


shortest time. But, sir, to our surprise, the propo- 
sition as to the shortest time was withdrawn by one 
of the minority, and now the complain: is, that we 
would give no right at all. 
have gone on the idea that every thing must be 
done in their own way, or not done at all. This 


` was strikingly illustrated on this floor on the presen- |. 


tation of their report. When they came in withit, 
-tbe House was actually engaged in discussing and 
considering the report of the majori:y. Now, what 


was the very reasonable and modest request of these | 
gentlemen? It was thatthe Houze should lay down | 


the business then on had—put aside the further 
consideration of the report of the majority, and 
take up that of the minority. The question was 
asked of ıh- Speaker, whether, if this was. done, 
the report of the minority, in the event of a de- 
bate on it, would not take precedence of ali de- 
bate and action on that of the the majority. The 
Speaker decided thit it would. Thereupon 


the House determined to proceed io regular order; r 


to debate and decide on the report first presented, 
and when that was done to take up that of the mi- 
nority. Sir, was there any oppression in all this? 
What right had these genilemen toc me bustling 
into the House, and to demand that every thing 
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liberties of the people of New Jersey. The wino- 
rity, in sending forth the:r appeal, invoke a deci- 
sion in their favor, in order to save this Govern- 
ment from becoming “worse than a Turkish despo- 
tism!” 
a different direction. We maintain that whenever 
the time shall arrive when returning officers begin 
to substitute their wills for that of the people— 
when your State. Governors assume to make Re- 
presentatives in Congress, in face of the very re- 
cords of our elections, then indeed “a worse than 
Turkish despotism” will have fallen on this coun- 
try. 


SPEECH OF MR. CLAY, 


OF ALABAMA, 


In Senate, Tuesday, April 21, 1840.4-The bill” 


supplemental to the “act to grant pfe-empti 
rights to settlers on the public lands,” havjfig 
been read a third time, 


4 


tucky, ! 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama said it wak 


the Senator’s course of argument to his inattention 
to the subject, or to his deep-rooted prejudices 
against the setlers upon the public lands; but he. 


; could not avoid thinking that his persevering hosti- 
' lity to this, and ail kindred measures, must be ow- 


: ing to one of those causes or the other. 


Gentlemen seem to ` said Mr. C. it is perfectly demonstrable that the : 


| ed,) and under the pre-emption Jaws. 
` dent of triumph, the Senator exclaims—‘‘et us | 
have the average of auction sales.” 
shall have them—at least so far as the sales at auc- 

| tion, since the enactment of the existing pre-emp- : 


Why, sir, 


Senator from Kentucky is entirely mistaken in res 
gard to almost every material fact he has stated., 


He said the Senator had commenced his remarks — 


by alluding tv the smail excess, above th? minimum 
rrice, which the Government had received for ma- 
ny years past;.and he ascribed it aliogether to mia- 
gling the results of all the different mcdes of sale- 
at auction, by private entry, (as it was usually call, 
As if confi- 


Well, sir, he 


, tion law. 


Mr. C. said he had given them the other day, 
when the bill was before under the considtration of | 
the Senate; the Senator from Kentucky was then | 


present, and if he had chen been fortunate enough 


. to eng’ge his attention, the question need not now 


should stand aside for them, and that their report | 


should have a preference over that of the majority? | 


At the first moment after the report of the majo- . 


rity was disposed of, the gentleman from Virginia, 


[Mr. Daomcooce,] rose in his place, and expressed | 


a hope that the House would now, by universal 
consent, agree to receive the report of the minority, 


and that both reports and testimony be printed. Sir, | 
from what quarter did opposition come, to this pro- | 
posal? Not from us, but from two of their own | 


friends. One of them expressly declared, that he 
dd not want it received; “that he wanted it to go 


have been asked 

Mr. C. said, having on former occasions heard 
the same complaint, from the same quarter, and 
having been always disposed to treat the subject 
with candor and fairness; conscious that such a 
course ought t» ensure success in this body; he had 
called on the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office for precisely the statement desired, and had 
obtained it. He had exhibited it in the course of 


the debate, on Thursdav last, and invited the at- |: 
tention of every Senator to its examination: but ` 
for the satisfaction of the Senator from Kentucky, -: 
he would repeat the substance of what he then 


, said. This statement (Mr. C. said) comprised the 


forth tothe world as a suppressed report” The mi- ` 
hority seized on the suggestion, ceased to ask for i 
its reception, and have sent it torth in blaziag ca. | 


pitalsas R suppressed report. 

Mr. Speaker: in the appeal to the American peo- 
ple, which the minority have been pleased to take, 
we most heartily unite. 
to meet them at the bar of an enlightened and im- 
partial public opinion. Put we want that appeal 
to be fairly presented, with no errors of fac: to mis- 


jead, and no false clamor of injustice and oppres- _ 
sion to excite public sympa:hy. We mean to stand | 


at that bar as the advocates for the supremacy of 
the popular will; they must be there as the defend- 
ers of the conduct of those who have violated and 
outraged that supremacy. We will be there, rely- 
ing on the broad merits, on the trath and justic: of 
our cause, they standing on nothing but technical 
presumptions, at open war with the facts, and on 
the supposed magic of the broad seal, desecrated as 
jt was in this bold attempt to destroy the rights and 


We are perfectty willing | 


i 
|i 
{ 


| 
|| 


| 


sa'es of every kind, separately and distinctly, | 
which had taken place since the 221 of June, | 


1838, up to the latest retura’, which had been re- 
ceived at the General Lint Office on the 16th of 
January last. 


the average ra'e of $t 23.38 per acre. 


Now, sir, (sail Mr. C:) the demand of the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky is met; and he finds that the 
excess, above the minimum price, is but four cents, 
and a sma'l fraction; and this is the important gain 
of his auction system, setting at naught all favor 
and indulgence toward those who open the way 
for such sales. 

‘Mr. C. said another column of the same state- 
ment exhibited the amount cf sales to pre-emp- 
tors, being only 752,972 acres. Every gente- 
man can ascertain the mighty loss to the Trea- 
sury by supposing that those lands, too, might 
have been sold as high as the general average 


We assert that the danger lies altogether in © 


After some remarks from Mr. oe of Aten- | 


It showed that there had heen sold 
' at auction 1,875,854 acres, for $2 427,014 10, at | 
This | 
was entirely exclusive of ordinary sales, by private k 
entry, and of sales under the pre-emption law. . 


—— 
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| of the sales at auction; that, however, he thought 
' was nota very reasonable presumption. He said 
he had shown the other day that, if the numbe 
of persons averaged one to every half quarter 
eighty acre tract—and there were, no doubt more 
| than that many, as, under the provisions of the = 
| isting law, every quarter section was to be divided 
: equally amongst all the settlers upon it, they would 
‘ amount to about ten thousand, who had enjoved 
the advantage of its protection. And he would te. 
peat the question, whether an American statesman 
would; for the inconsiderable gain to the Treasy. 
| ry, wave subjected ten thousand families to the 
į hagards, and frauds, and oppressions of a sale 
: at auction, perhaps to be broken up and again 

‘driven into the wilderness, or become miserable 
ra gue dependent tenants of rich and haughty land. 
lord»? 

Mr. C. said he had referred the other day to the 
| report of the Commis iener of the General Land 
| Office, made in January, 1838, to prove that in 
| 1828 and 1829—the two years immediately pre- 
© ceding the first general pre-emption law—the ave. 
' rage price ef all the public land sold, ia each, was 
but #1 26 per.acre. Such was the resut of the 
system before any preference was given to occu- 
pants, unless perhaps to'a small number of indi. 
viduals, ho'ding uncer imperfect claims, derived 
from France and Spain. The same document 
showed the quantity of land sold in 1828 to have 
been 965,600 36-100 acres, which, at $1 25 per 
acre, would have amounted to $1,207,000, and the 
sum actually received only exceeded it $14,357. 
In 1829, the excess received was much smaller, in 
proportion to the quantity sold. The number of 
acres sold in that year was | 244,860 1-100, which, 
at $1 25 per arre, would have amounted to 
$1,556,075, and the sum actually received only 
i} exceeded it $16,788. And,in the two years, the 

quantity of lands Id was 2,210,460 acres, and the 

excess above the minimum, on the whole quantity, 
' amounted to but $31,145. How paltry and incon- 
` siderable a sum, to jeopard the security and happi. 

ness of probably thirty thousand families! He 

said he would only add, on this point, that in the 
' next year (1830) with the first general pre-empiion 
Jaw in force after the 29:h of May, the average 
price continued precisely the same as in the two 
preceding years, although the sales amounted to 
nearly two millions of acres. > This must be cot. 
sidered proof conclusive that Government lost 
nothing worth taking into the account, by allowing 
pre-emptions, were he to admit (which he was by 
no means prepared to do) that money was to be 
', justly appreciated above the happiness, comfort, 
|! and prosperity of freemen. Besides all this, there 
|, shonld be deducted the additional expense of sales 
i at auction, $5 per day each, to the Register and 
|! Receiver of the district land office, during their 
continuance, (usually about two weeks,) an ace: 
tioneer at $8 or $10 per day, and extra clerk hire. 
© Make all these deductions, and where is the pect 
niary gain of this rich and powerful Government, 
by all the rigor of the auction system? 

But, said Mr. C. the Senator from Kentucky 
makes another very great and most extraordinary 
‘| mistake, in saying that, in every case under the 
pre-emption law, the settler gets a credit of two 
years. The Senator certainly could not have di- 
i. rected his attention to the terms ofthe law, or he 
wou!d not have taken a position so broad and inde- 
fensible. He said it was only necessary to call 
the attention <f the Senate, fora memert, to the 
provisions of the act of June, 1838, and that ¢f 
May, 1830, to show how utterly erroneous were 
the views of the Senator. The former revived the 
: latter, and continued it in force for two year 
| Hence the act of May 29, 1830, with all its limi- 
` tations and conditions, (besides those superadded 
' by the act of 1838,) was in full force now, and in- 

tended tobe continued ia full operation by the 
, bill under consideration. Mr.C invited the at- 
| tentionof the Senator from Kentucky, and that 
of other gentlemen, to the following section of that 


act, which he read: X 2 ia shal 
“Sec. 4. And be it further enacte at this 2 
not delay thesale of a of the public lands of the United 
Sta'es, beyond the time which has been, or may be, appoi 
for that purpose by the President’s proclamation; nor s all any 
. of the provisions of this act be available to any person, ot 
| sons, who shaij fail to make the proof and payment requ 


~ 
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inted fur the commencement oF the sales of 
a ie tract or tracigon which the right of pre- 
emption is cla med; nor shail the right of pre-emption, conten- 
plated by this act, exte.d to any land, whichis reserved trom 
sale by act of Congress, or by order of the President, or which 
may have been appropriated for any purpose whatsoever.’ 
Here, said M`. C. (atter reading the secuon,) 
it is rendered iadisputab:e by the express language 
of the law, that it “shall not delay ihe sale of any 
‘of the public lands” beyond the time appointed for 
that purpose by the Pre-ident’s proclamation; and 
it farther expressly appears, that unless the settler 
“make the proof and payment required, before the 
day appointed for the commencement of the sales 
of lands, including the tract or tracts, on which 
the right of preemption is claimed,” the provisions 
of the actare whoily unavailable, and lost forever 


to the occupant. 


[Mr. Cray of Kentucky here rose, and asked 
Mr. Cray of Alabama whether there was not de- | 


lay of the sales of land subject to private entry.] 
Mr. CLAY ef Alabama replied that it was true, 
by the construction placed on the act of 1830, those 
who were settlers on lands that had been offered 
for sale at auction, and remained unsold, were al- 
lowed the who‘e term limited by the law, to make 
f and payment. But he remarked that the 


number of settlers on: these inferior, refuse lands, | 


was comparatively small. There was none of that 
“rash of settlers’? on them, which had been so often 
deprecated and dznounced here, as regarded the 
fresh and rich lands; none settled on those poor 
lands but those who were unable to purchase a bet- 
ter quality. To prove thatthe operation of the 
pre-emption law, under this censtruction, did not re- 
tard the sate of that portion of the public domain 
which was subject to private entry, Mr. C referred 
to the same statement of the Commissioner of the 
Genera! Land Office, made in January last, from 
which it would appear that near four millions and a 
half of acres had been sold at ordinary private en- 
try, when less than two millions had been sold at 
auction, and only about three-fourths of a million 
under the pre-emption law. He said he regarded 
this indulgeace to occupants of the poor, refuse 
lands, as no great favor; and it resulted in no | ss 
whatever to the Government. So far es rezarded 
the assertion of two years’ credit being given by the 
law to settlers on the fresh lands that had never 
deen offered or refused at public sale, Mr. C. re- 

ated that it was clearly founded in mistake. 

ere could not be an hour’s credit or delay of 
sale, more than if there was no pre-emption law in 
force. That class of lands could only be sold after 
notice of not less than three, nor more than six 
months, by proclamation of the President; and the 
shortest period could be as well fixed now, when 
the pre-emption law was in force, as when there 
was none. 

Mr. C. remarked that the Senator from Ken- 
tuczy had renewed another objection, so often 
made by him heretofore, that the passage of the 
bill would be extending favor and priviiege to tres- 
passers and violators of the- law, to classes who 
were by no means the most meritorious. Mr. C. 
said he was sorry to hear these charges repeated 
against the settlers of the new Siates, althouzh in 
atone and temper somewhat mitigated, compared 
with former occasions. Knowing them to be ge- 
nerally honest, industrious, and respectable, he 
never cou'd hear such imputations made aga‘nst 
them, as a class, and remain silent. Sir, said Mr. 
C. I appeal with confidence to you, (addressing the 
President of the Senate,) and tu every Senator who 
has travelled through the new States, or has had 
the means of knowing the character of this portion 
of their population, to say whether they are not as 
intelligent, as meritorious, and respectable, as those 
engaged in similar pursuits in any of the older 
States of the Union. They are engaged in ad- 
vancing the improvement cf the country, and the 
cultivation of the sil; no employment was more 
favorable to principles of virtue and honor; and, 
in moral worth, they would compare advantageous- 
ly with any other class. He denied that they were 
violators of the law, cr trespassers, in any ienomi- 
nious sense of tbose terms. He said they did not 
go upon the publie tants to injare, bat to im- 
prove them; nor did they go there to take the pub- 
lic preperty without a fair equivalent. They 
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neither inteaded to take them by force, nor ak 
them by way of donalien—the oniy tavor they 
asked of the Government of their coun'ry was, that 
they might be permitted to retain the places of their 
selection in the wilderness, which they had im- 
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proved by much labor, under the endurance of | 


great privations, by paying the same price which 
would be received from others, who had done no- 
thing to advance the progress of civilization. So 
far from being regarded as violators of the law, in 
the ordinary acceptation, they deserved to be con- 
sidered meritorious ciuzens. 
men of small property: finding themselves situated 
upon exhausted land in the o'd Siates, and perhaps 


They were generally - 


not the owners of that, but the humb'e tenants of . 


Others—with families growing up around them, 
whose wants were daily iocreasing—they went out 
upon the fresh and fertile lands of the West, for 
the highly praiseworthy purpose of improving their 
condition. By this laudable eaterprise, persevering 


| industry, and prudent economy, many of them ac- 


quired a competency foc the support of their fami- 
lies, and the education of their children—render- 
ing them useful and indepencent citizens, instead 
of day laborers, hirelings, and humble dependants. 
What course more meritorious could the father of 
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Selected from any three adjacent town-h'ps of tre 
public lan is, which had been, or might thereaiter be, 
surveyed, situated within the limits of the Siate of 


| Minors, or the then Territory of Michigan. 


(Mr. Yoona of Ilinois inerposed, and remarked 
that the Senator from Alabama was mistaken; that 
the law required the Poles to pay the minimum 
price per acre. ] 

Mr. Cray of Alabama replied, that he was per- 
fectly aware that the bi'l finally passed in that 
shape; ba', he could inform his friend from Ilinois 
that was a'tozether owing to an amendment which ` 
was made in the Hons~; the bill did pass the Senate 
in the shape he had stated. Ii Iam not very much 
mistaken, the Senaior from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] 
who now objects to suffering foreigners to enjoy the 
privilege of pre-emp'tion—tbat is, even to buy and 
pay for the lands they have setiled and improved— 
voted for that bill. Task, d:d he not vote for it? 

[Mr. Cray of Kentucky here nod led assent ] 

Yes, said Mr. C. be admits that fact—he did 
voe for it, as did many ef his friends—notwith- 
Standing he now considers itan insurmountable ob- 


| jection, that foreigners are permitted to buy under 
'; the present bill. 


a family pursue? Instead of reproach, such con- | 


duct merited the highest praise; and it was only to 
be regretted that greater numbe:s of the poor and 
humble tenantry of the old States did not parsue 
the same course. 

But, sir, said Mr. C, the Senator from Kentucky 
takes farther exception to the bill, on the ground 
that it is too universal and indiscriminate in its 
privileges. 


Mr. C. remarked, that at the time the bill, to 
which he alluded, passed, he had the honor to be a 


' member of the other House, and also a member of 


the Committee on Public Lands, to which it was 
referred. He said he well yeco'lected the feelings 


; Of indignation it excited in his bosom, when he 
| Saw thirty-six sections of the most choice portion 


He complains that, under the phrase- || 


ology, “every; setiler on the public lands,” even |’ 


“foreigners and free negro:s,” may become pre-emp- 
tors. Now, sir, said Mr. C. the languege of the 
present bill is not more Jatitudmous than that of 


any of the other laws heie'ofore passed upon the | 


same subject. He said that of the first pre-emp- 


tion law, passed in 1830, was fully as broad as `. 


any expressions to be found in this. 
“that every setiler or cecupant of the public lands, 
prior to the passage of this act, &c.” should have 
the right of pre emption. There was no clause to 
be found in it which denied its advantages to any 
class ur description of individuals who occupied 
and cultivated public land at the times specified. 


It declared , 


The act of June 19 h, 1834, pursued precisely the : 


same phraseology; and yet he had heard no com- 
p!aint of abuses growing out of the latitude of de- 
scription in either. 

As it regarded foreigners not naturalized, the 
question had been distinctly made by a proposition 
toexciule them, when the bill which passed in 
June, 1833, was before the Senate, and it was re- 
jected by a decided majority. Tne Senator from 
Kentucky, and some o: his friends, then supported 
the proposition; but, after full and deliberate con- 
sideration, the majori'y against it was so large, 
that Mr. C. thougnt the question ought to be con- 
sidered definitely seitled. For one, he had been 
opposed to it then, and was still. 
of our free insitutions invited the inhabitan's of 
all other countries to come amongst us, and we 
proudly boasted that cur country was the asylum 
of the oppressed, whencesever they came, he would 
not only extend to them the security of life and 
liberty, which was guarantied by our Constitution, 
but enable them to acquire property, and enjoy all! 
its comforts. Should we deserve the proud name, 
which had been accorded to us by the friends of 
freedom al!l over the wor!d, if we denied to the 
unfortunate foreigner, drivea from his native land 
by the iron hand of despotism, even the humbie 


While the spirit |: 


of the public domain about to be voted away as a 
pure gift to a parcel of foreigners, and amounting 
to near an hundred acres each, when so many sol- 
diers of the Revolution, who had fought the battles 
whi h won our independence, were tottering on 
the brink of the grave, destitute of land, and with- 
out a-comfortable home. Yes, sir, said Mr. C.I 
remember well the history of that bill. My feel- 
‘ings revolted at the injustice of making such a do- 
nation lo foreigners, when, at the same session, and 
only a few days before, those who were triendly to 
the settlers had a hard siruggle—-every inch of 
ground being contested—to obtain the passageof a 
law to allow many of those Revelutionary -atriots, 
and their descendants, to keep the small tracts of 
land they had improve 1, by paying $l 25 per acre. 
Mr. C. remarked, that he was the mover of 
the amendment in the committee of the House 
of Representat ves, which regni ef the Poles to 
pay the mmnimum price, besiies inhabiting and 
cultivating the land; for, while be was willing that 
foreigners should become proprietors of land, in 
his opinion justice demanded that they should pay for 
it,as well as American citizens, He said,whenthe bill 
was returned to the Senate, with this amendment, it 
was disagreed to; and he had, amongst others, ex- 


| erted himself successfully, but with some difficul- 
: ty. in prevailirg on a majority of the House to 
| josist on its améndment. 
. C.) is a specimen of the Senator's consistency—at 


Here, then, (said Mr, 


ove time voting lo give away twen'y-three theasand 
acres of the public land to fureigners—at anither, 


"even objecting to let them become purchasers at the 


sam price paid by others! 

The Senator from Kentucky objects, too, (said 
Mr. C.) that the language of the bill is so broad 
that even “free negroes” may avail themselves 
of its provisions. He said this objection was 
en'irely new; it was now nearly ten years since the 
pre-emption system commencet, under terms as 
latiu linous as the English language could supply; 


i nothing less than “that every settler, or occupant, of 


privilege of purchasing a home with the finis of l 


his industry, labor, and economy? Mr. C. pro- 


tested against it in the name of humanity, and for ` 


the honor of his country. Let us not mock the 
unhappy victim of tyranny, by invitiag him into 
our country, as the abode of liberty and equal 
laws, and then deny him a privilege common to all 
freemen—denied only to slaves. 

Sir, said Mr. C this objection comes with a singu- 
larly badjgrace from the Senator fromiKentucky. A 
few years ago the Senate passed a bill making a 
pure, unqualified donation to two hundred and 
thirty-five Poles, of thirty-six sections of land, to be 


the publie lands” shoul! enjoy its benefits; and 
yet he had never before heard a complaint that 
a “free negro” had entered a single quarter sec- 
tion. There might be instances (Mr. C. admi ted) 
in which that class of people had got the benefit 


| of the laws heretofore passed; but, if there were, 


| 


i they must be very few, andhad not yet amoùnted 


to a sufficient etil to attract attention. No, sir, 
(said Mr. C.) you do not find that description of 
individuals going into and encountering the hard- 
ships cf the rough, uatamed forest. They are 
proverbially predisposed to indolence and ease; 
and, instead of finding them engaged in the labo- 
rious toils of husbandry, you Will generally fiad 
them in our cities, towns, and villages, parsuing 
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habiis of idleness and dishonesty, vice and profli- 
gacy. He spoke of them as a class, but admitted 
there were some creditable exceptions. Mr.C. 
added that the Senator from Kentucky might be 
very sincere in the objection he had raised; but, if 
so, he differed very widely from many of his po- 
liueal frien’s, who would doubtless not only grant 
pre-emplions, but make donations of land t> "free 
negroes,” and emanc pate our slaves to increase the 
number of their beneficiaries. 


Mr. C. remarked that the course pursued by the 
Senator from Kentucky seemed to him objection- 
able in another aspect. The bill has been en- 
grossed, and is now on its third reading, and the 
Senator moves a recommitment to the same com- 
mittee by whom it was reported, with instructions 
to amend or change it in several particulars. Mr. 
C. contended that this course was unusual and un- 
fair, under the circumstances. He said the gentle- 
man was present when the bill was before the Se- 
nate as in committee of the whole, and when it 
was open to amendment. Why did he not then 
state his objections, and propose his amendments? 
This bill had been among the first introduced at 
the present session, had been printed, and on the 
files of the Senate for more than three months; of 
course its provisions must have been known, 
and fally understood by every member. Ir 
such amendments as are now proposed had 
been offered at the proper stage, it would 
have occasioned no delay; they could at 
once have been adopted or rejected. But, instead 
of meeting a measure, to which the Senator has 
always been and stili is opposed, in this fair, open, 
and usual mode, he awaits its engrossment and 
third reading, and then moves its recomritment, 
which must be followed by delay, and possibly de- 
feat, for wantof time for action in the other House. 
He submitted it to the Senate whether they would 
sanction this mode of opposition. i 


Mr. C. remarked that there was something 
straage, and, to his mind, unaccountable, in the 
course the Senator from Kentucky had pursued on 
this, and all similar cecasions, in reference to the 
interests of the new States, tor the Jas! eight years. 
He had uniformly opposed, with the most perse- 
vering and untiring hestility, every attempt to grant 
pre-emption rghts to settlers—every prepusition to 
graduate the price of the public lands, or reduce 
the most inferior pine barrens, rocky mountains, 
swamps, or marshes, below the price of the most 
fertile and valuable low grounds of the Missis 
sippi or Red river: in a word, he had not only op- 
posed those more important measures, but every 
bill which tended to relax cr mitigate the land sys 
tem, in iis operation upon the interest, happiness, or 
prosperity «f the new Siates. The journals of the 
Senate and the newspapers of the day would (Mr. 
C. said) bear him out in the correctness of what 
he had said. Yet, (said Mr. C ) what has been 
the course pursued by the Senator from Kentucky, 
in the mean time, towards the other States? ‘To 
pass by his more general measure, to divide out 
the new States amongst the old ones—commonly 
called his distribution bill—by which (to say no- 
thing of other objections at present) he would have 
interested all the o!d States, by annual receip's trom 
the proceeds of the public lands, in keeping up 
their price, until the necessities of the increasing 
population of the new ones compeiled them to 
purchase on any terms; and enforcing the princi- 
ples of the present sy. tem, with unmitigated rigor, 
even to the extent of driving off the seitlers by mi- 
litary force: notwithstanding all this illiberality, 
and even harshnrss, towards the people of the new 
States, we find the Senater frem Kentacky, at the 
last session, voting for a bill that was to operate in 
another quarter, which fully embraced, and sane- 
tioned, both the principles of the pre-emption pri- 
vilege and graduation! Yes, sir, the Senator frum 
Kentucky, at the last session, after his long and 
implacable hostility to both those principles, so far 
as the new States were concerned, veted for a bill 
to cede to the State of Tenuessee ‘all the right, 
tile, claim, and interest, which the United Sates 
have, in and to the vacant, unppropriated, and re- 
fuse lands, south and west of the Congressional re- 
servation line,” in that State, upon certain “condi- 
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and limitations were the following: 


““Inselling, entering, and disposing, of said lands, all and 
every person or persons, the legal representative of such per- 
son or pereons, and the rightfnl assignee of such person or per- 
sons, as are entitled to the right of occupancy and pre-emption 
according to the laweof the State of Tennessee, shall have the 
preference in entering, purchasing, or obtaining, grants for their 
occupant and pre-emption rights, at the price of tweive anda 
half cents per acre for said occupant and pre-emption rights, 
not exceeding two hundred acres each.” 

Yes, sir, the Senator from Kentucky voted for 
this bill, which carries the privilege of pre-emp- 
tion, which he has hitherto, and stilt denounces with 
so much virulence, and opposes so inexorably, 
farther than any measure, which has ever been 
passed, or attempted for the new States, and car- 
ries the reduction of price lower than any of our 
graduation bills. The part of the bill I have quoted, 
not only enjoins upon the Legislature to give the 
preference to all who “are entitled to the right of 
occupancy and pre-emption, according to the laws 
of the State of Tennessee;” that is, to every body 
residing upon the land; but to “the legal representa- 
tive,” and “ the rightful assignee of such person or 
persons.” Now, sir, so carefully have all our pre- 
emption laws guarded against the possibility of 
fraud and speculation, that all right of assignment 
or representation has been absolutely cut off and 
denied. The pre-emption law of the 29th May, 
1830, contained this positive enactment: 


“And that all assignments and transfers of the right of pre- 
emption given by thisact, prior to the issuance of patents, shall 
be nulland void.” 


Mr. C. said the same provision had been re- 
vived and continued in every subsequent pre-emp- 
tion law, and would be by this, if it passed. So 
much afraid of fraud and speculation were the ene- 
mies of the new States, that no pre-emption bill, 
he presumed, could be passed for them without 
such aclause. In them it was merely and strictly 
a personal matter—there could be no assignments, 
nor could any heir claim in the name of an unfor- 
tunate deceased ancestor. Yet, in Tennessee, it 
could be made inheritable and transferable, as 
broadly as any other legal right, and that by the 
Senator’s vote, So, the utmost thata settler, ina 
new Siate, could get, was one quarter section; and 
if there happened to be more than one settler upon 
it, it must be divided into as many shares; but in 
Tennessee two hundred acres could be given. 
And, instead of giving a dollar anda quarter per 
acre, as the pre emptors of the new States are 
bound to pay, a settler in Tennessee is permitted to 
buy at twelve and a half cents per acre—the one- 
sixth part of the lowest price at which we can be 
permitted to pass a bill for the most inferior 
lands in the new States. He appealed to the 

enate to say whether this was fair and equal 
justice? Were the citizens of Alabama and Mis- 
sissippi, and the other new States, less meritorious, 
less honorabie, or less patriotic, than those of Ten 
nessee? Had not those States been “admitted into 
the Union on an equal foeting with tne original 
States, in all respects whatever?” Or, was this de- 
c'atation of the terms of their admission mere 
m ckery? Sir, said Mr. ©. to reconcile the con- 
sistency of these contradictory votes of the Senator 
from Kentucky is impcssibie, un'ess he can prove 
that poor land in Indiana, or [linois, or Alabama, 
or Mississippi, is worth a dollar and a quarter per 
acre, when the same quality in Tennessee is worth 
but twelve and a half cents per acre. He mast go 
farther, and prove that it is lawful and meritorious 
to setle upon and improve public land in Tennes- 
sea, while it is un'awful and criminal to do the 
same thing in the other States. Mr. C. said he did 
nct complain of the Senator’s vote for the Tennes- 
see bill; he had voted for it himself, and would 
cheerfully do it aguin; but he complained that he 
denied the peeple of the new States the rights and 
privileges which he accorded to others. 

Mr. C. concluded by expressing the hope, that the 
bill under consideration would receive the sanc'ion 
of a majority of the Senate, as o'hers of similar 
character had heretofore done, notwithstanding the 
opposition it had encountered. 

After some remarks from Mr. WALKER, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky moved to ree: mmit 
the bill with instructions; which was negatived— 
ayes 8, noes 25. 
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Senate, 


The question was then taken on the passag? of 
the bill, and it was decided in the affirmative—aye 
26, nays 9, as follows: yes 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu. 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hen. 
derson, Hubbard, King, Lion, Lumpkin, Nicho. 
las, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Robinson, Sevier 
Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker 
White, Williams, Wright, and Young—26. : 

NA YS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ken. 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Kuight, Pren- 
tiss, and Roane—9. 


The bill was in the following words: 


A BILL supplementary to the act, entitled “An act to gran 
pre-emption rights to settlers on the public lands,” approved 
June twenty-second, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight. 
Beitenacted by the Senate ond House of Representa 

‘ died v-EO . 
tives of the United States af America in Congress assem. 
bled, That in all cases where a settler on the public lands may 
reside, or have his dwelling-house upon one quarter section, and 
cultivate land on another and different quarier section euch 
settler may make his election under the act to which this isa 
snpplen:ent, to enter either of said quarter sections, or legal 
so livasigns of each, soas not to exceed one quarter section 
all. 

_ Sao. 2. And beit further enacted, That in all cases where an 

individual may have made an improvement on the public land 

and had afterward leased or rented such improvement to another 
person, who was in possession of the same on the 22d of June 
eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, and for the period of four 
months next preceding, or when the lessor and lessee, together 
occupied such improvement during said four months, the per. 
son who made such improvement, and so rented or leased the 
same, shall be entitled to the right cf pre-emption, notwith- 

standing he may have been out of possession of his im- 

provement during said four months, or any part thereof, 

Sro. 3. And be it further enucted, That every settler on the 
public lands, which were not surveyed at the passage of the 
act to which this is a supplement, and who, since the survey of 
such public jands has been ascertained to have resided at the 
date of said act, and for four months preceding, on a sixteenth 
section, st apart for the support of schools in any township, 
shall be entitled to enter atthe minimum price any other quar- 
ter section of the public lands lying inthe same land district, to 
which no other person has the right of pre-emption, on making 
satisfactory proof of his or her residence as aforesaid œn such 
sixteenth section, befure the register and receiver of the land 
office of said district. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That every person who 
may have been a settler, within the meaning of the act to which 
this is a supp‘ement, on any public land before its selection by 
any State for the purposes of a seminary of learning, under any 
act of Congress authorizing such selection, on satisfactory 
proof of the facts before the rezister and receiver of the dis- 
trict in which his improvements were situated, shall be per- 
mitted to enter at the minimum price, any other quarter section 
lying in the same land district, to which no other person has 
the right of pre-emption. 

Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, Thatthe “act to grant pre- 
emption rights to settlers on the public lands,” approved June 
22d, 1339, be, and the same is hereby, continued in fal} force till 
the 22d day of June, 1842; and the right of pre-emption, under 
its provisions, shall be, and hereby is, extended to all sottlers on 
the public lands at thedate of this act, with the same excep- 
trons, whether general or special, and subject to all the limita- 
tions and conditions contained in the above recited act, and with 
the explanatory provisions of the preceding sections of thisact; 
and nothing in the last proviso of the act of the twenty-second 
of June, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, shall be so con- 
strued as to defeat any right of pre-emption accruing under 
said act,or under this act, or under any preceding act of Con- 
gress, nor shall said pre-emption claims be defeated by any 
contingert Choctaw location. 


REMARKS OF MR. NORVELL, 
OF MICHIGAN. 

In Senate, April 18, 1840—On the bill allowing ra- 
tions to General Wool and Colonel Croghan. 
Inspectors General of the Army. 

Mr. NORVELL said, that this bill, as be now 
understood from both its friends and its adversa- 
ries, proposed to allow the Inspectors General cf 
the Army of the United States, for eight or nine 
years before 1833, double rations, which, under the 
same law, hai been allowed to them since that 
year; and had, under the law, been alluwed to 
otter staff officers before that period. This discre- 
pancy apreared to have been the result of the dif- 
ferent interpretations put, at different times, by 
different heads of the War Department, upen the 
act of Congress relating to the subject. The ln- 
spectors General were now realizing the benefit of 
the double rations; and what the bill con- 
templated was the allowance of the arrearages 
of double rations from the passage of the law '0 
the time when the present int.rpretation of its pro 
visions commenced. The bill established no new 
principle. Its liberality had, from ts passag® 
been extended to other cfficers similarly situated. 
And, tor himself, when a claim so strong, in favor 
of two such gallant officers as the pre-ent Inspect- 
tors General of the Army, was presented to his feel- 
ings and ju‘gment, be could not hesitate as to tne 
course which he should pursue. Sur, who iS it that 
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asks justice at your hands on this occasion, under 
a law of the land? One of the-e officers is the Hero 
of Sandusky; the hero ofa batdle—limited as were 
the numters on one side engazed in it—u hich shed 
more glory on the country thin any other military 
yiciory achieved in the late war, except that of 
New Orleans. Th- other officer ga'lan ly distia- 
gnished himself at Queenstown, and in other bat- 
tles, in thesame war. 
when left with 


Was that cefficer, who, . 
a handfal of mea by his command. | 


ing Genvral, [Harrso1,] to defend Fort S'e- 


phensen, 
an attack from -thonsards of 
savage enemies—was he to be 
a fit obj-ct of exclusion from the benefits of 
a law which had been extended to officers 
pot more worthy, and certainly not so distin- 
guished? He trusted not. What he desi ed was, 
that (he services of these brave officeis should not 
be made the ground of sech exclusion. 


SPEECH OF MR. BROWN, 


OF MISSISSIPPI, 
In the House of Representatives, April 17, 1840— 


Bri'i-h and 


had sv nob y sustained himself against - 


sel-cted as ` 


Yo Commitee ot the Whvie, oa the gene al ap- - 


proptistion bill. 

The House having resvived itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, on the 
bill to provide for the civil and diptomatc expendi- 


tures of the Government fir the year 1840, and | 
the general policy of the Administration, being un- : 


derdscovsicn, —- 
Mr. BROWN spoke substan ‘ially as follows: / 
Mr. Crain: Since the commencement of te 
present session of Conaress, it has been my cusjom 
rather to listen to the views of gther gentlemen 
than to present any of my own. I have hitherto 


been a sient member, not from any indifferénceon - 
apy upw lling- | 
on, byt from an : 


my part a: to what was passing, 4) 
nesa to give expression to my «pin 


almost insuperable aversiva to engaging‘in a gene- . 


ral scramble for place on this floor, 


d now that ; 


I have arisen to address the committef, it would be . 


afrand upon its members if I did 
mit that it is not so much my par 
the bill under consideration, as to take part in a 


t frankly ad- ; 
to diseuss . 


desaltory debate which has been going on for the . 


last ten or fifteen days. 


If, in the course of ‘re- : 


mark in which I design indulging, it shall become ' 
necessary for me tu allude to the public or private | 


character of any distinguished citizen of this coun- | 


try, I shall do st imthat spirit of courtesy which be. 
comes one gentieman speaking of another, and with 
all due regard to the station which it is my good 
formne to occupy. I shall not indulge myself in 
a train of re-nark bener suited to the medium of a 
grog shop thaa to the hall of legislation, The ex- 
ample has been set me by one genileman [Mr. 
Oare] of speaking of a prominent member of the 
other tranch of the Lezi-lature as “a common 
liar; and by anothe’, [Mr. Sranty,] of declaring 
that a distinguished Seaator is a fiend incaraate, 
fit only to be asscciated w th the howling spirits of 
the vasty deep. I cannot consent, sir, to follow 
such aa example, however d s ingui-hed the source 
from:wh chit comes. I leave the c assical and 
beautiful phrases of liar and fiend to the exclusive 
use of the more refined and elegant geut emen 
who belong to the party that claims for itself all 
the wealth, all the talents, and all the decency, of 
the country. Plain, anpreteading Loco Foco as I 
am, rade and uncouth, I wil! not attempt to soar 
‘with these gentlemen into the regions of space, bat 
shall content myself with appearing what I really 
am—respectful and courteous to every man, and 
demanding from every man that respect and cour- 
tesy which I extend to others. Tassure-you, Mr. 
Chairman, I have not the slightest inclination to 
distingnish myself by the use of expressions better 
suited to the mouth of a street bully than to the 
lips of a member of Congress; and I leave honora- 
bile gentlemen to the sole occupancy of this new 
field into whith they have gone, free to reap and 
enjoy all the laurels that may be gathered there, 
undisturbed by any act or expression of mine. My 
objzet is to discuss principles, not characters. I 
am now about to enter the grand political arena, 
’ which has stretched its gigantic dimensions before 


me; but before I do so, I may as well take a very | 


25 


Appropriation Bill—Mr. Brown of Miss. 


cursory view of the hill nemiaally under discus- 
sion; ant, ia doing this, I have an e-pecial favor 
to ask of the senior m-mb rs of this House. It is 
this: pont out to me such items in this bill as are 
objectionable; tell me in what the objection còn- 
ssis; ugnt the whole item to be stricken ott, or 


ask this, and I doit in all sincerity. It is necessa- 
ry for me to have some further intelligence on the 
subj-ct,to enab’e me to act advisedly. One of the 
pie 'g-s wh ch I gave my consti vents, and which 
Tam res :lve! to carry out, was to aid in reform 


ing the abuses of this Goveramen'. if, indee!, any ' 
‘exived, and to retuce its expenduures, if they | 
could be reduced, cons s'ent with the public faith | 
I am ' 


and tke substantial interestof the ccuntry. 
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here, sir, for that purpose; and now is the appo- — 


priate time tv commence: the great work of reform. 
(am not sufficiently famihar with Government to 
know which of the expenditures propoe may be 


dispensed with, or whether, indeed, the whoe of | 


them are not absolutely necessary. It is, 
there‘o-e, no idle interrogatory, but one pro- 
pound-d with feeliigs of deep sincerity, 
and to which an answer is most earnestly soli ited. 
Which of the proposed item<of expenditures in 
this bill may be stricken out? We are told that 
the bill propeses an expendi'ure o nine millions 
of dollars; and that nine millions is an enormous 
sum to expend in the civil and diplomatic depari- 
ments of a Democratic administration. 
nine millions of dollars is a large, if you please, 
an enormous sum, but twice nine millions would 
be a sam much more enormous; and yet who will 
say that if the houor, or the substantial intersst of 
the na‘ion required the expenditure, that the ap- 
propriation caght not to be mate, and made 
promptly? ‘The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Ocix] objects to that item in the bill which 
proposes the appropriation of filteen hundred dol- 


True, sir, | 


lars to the clerk emploved by the Go'ernmentto ` 
sign land patents; and if I understood the gentle- © 
` to which the honorable gentleman has +o oftea and 


man aright,it was n: t tha! the service was unequal to 


the money, or that the office cught to be abolished, - 


but that the officer was politically opposed to the 
gentleman; and for this very substantial reason, 
he would refuse to compensate him for his labor. 
Sir, the service, or agreat portionof it, bas already 
been perfurmed—p-rformed under a positive con- 
tract, a solemn law of Congress. ‘his is not 


denied, nor is it objecte1 that the service has not 


been faithful'y and efficiently performed; but the | 


person performing it is objectionable to the gen- 
tleman, and ths furnishes ample reason, in his 


judgment, for violating the plighted faith of the na- | 


tion, and disregarding the positive right of an of- 
ficer of Government. If tne office has become a 
sinecure, and th -re is now no longer any necessity 
for it let us, hke men guided by reason, and not 
like children controlled by t'e caprices and preju- 
dices uf the moment go to work, pay for the ser- 
vice a'ready performed, and then repeal the law 
creating the office, and thus get clear of the officer. 
But do not disgrace yourselves and the nation 
by taking the service of a citizen, and then refus- 
ing to pav for it, even though that citizen be the 
son of a Democratic President; and let it be conti- 
nually borne in mind that the prevent Administra- 
tion is nowise responsible for the passage of the 
law creating this office. It was passed under the 
late Administration, and at a time when at least 
one house of Congress (‘he Senate) was opposed to 
that Administration, and for the reason, I suppose, 
that there was then thought to be a necessity for it. 
If that necessity has ceased; let the law cease with 
it AllI now say is, that we cannet, and if we 
could, we ought not, in this informal manner, to get 
clear of this responsibility of Government. I think 
(and the gentleman, on reflection, I fancy, will 
concur with me) that he would much betier have 
expended the time and treasure of the country in 
proving the law to be no longer necessary, than in 


abusing the President and his son for offences of _. 


which they are even more innocent than himself, k 


and the party with which he is associated. 

Again: the gentleman would have us abolish the 
office of Mini-ter to Russia, Spain, and Mexico, 
not by a repeal of the law creating them, but by 


i to compensate ovr resident 


i rules of common hinesty. 
| cits of Loco Foco agrarianism. Hs the gentlee 
only a part? and, if only a part, how much? I | 
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respective incumtents Tais, to my palate, Mr. 
Chairman, smacks a little tvo strong of agrarian- 
ism. This is levelling as with the scythe of ruin, 
and with no regard io law, order, or the o:d nary 
This is th: worst spe- 


man properly cons.dered this subjec? Is he quite 


: certain that the honor and dgoiy, and even tre 


pvcuniary inter st of the naivo, woud not vuffer 
by such an act? Ifit would not, th-n,sr, if the 
gent'eman will place his proposition b-tore the 
House in proper furm, I will vo e for it; bot [cine 
not consent, Loco Foco as I an—and th reto e 
prepared, no doubt, in the judgment of the very 
equent gontleman fram Peunsyivana, [Mr. 
Ooue J for the performance of any act, be it never 
so mons'rous—t» put my country ia a light so 
di-reputable before the werd, as to te use 
mini-ters abroad 


' for services already perfomed, and thus w.th- 


out inquiry and without reason to redac: tiem 
from the dignity and pay of Miniter: Plenipot:n- 
tiary to a mere Chairse d’dffaires. Bu', sir, the 
gentleman, I am sure, dil not make tne prop: si- 
tionseriously. He would no' voe forit hms®'3 
he only wanted something to abuce tie Adm nistra- 
tion abou; somthing out of whch to make pl- 
tical capita ; and, in the absence of all o her things, 
he had brought forward this proposition, not wrih- 
ing or expecting it to pass. The eentieman com- 
pains ot the vast expenditures of Gove rament, and 
when a k-d where n they have increased so enue 
mous y, he points us to the Post Office Depart.ue nt; 
but he does not info m as of the re isons which pro» 
duced this state of afta rs. Nothing is said about 
the vast increase of mail facil ties ia all parts of 
the country—nothing about the mail being trans- 
ported over milions of square miles, whic. but a 
few years since was a savage waste—n thing 


' about the mai] being carried to the coor of almos 


every hamlet in the We-t and Southwest, which, 
under the ad ninistra‘ion of the younger Adams, 


so felicitous'y alluded, were total strangers to the 
post bov, and all the comforts and pleasares which 
he bears with him. The maii transpor:aton has 


` b en grea ly extended within the las! eight y ears; but 


this is not the only, nor indeed toe greatest rea on 
which has produced the increase in the gross ex- 
penditures of ths Department. It will be found 
in the cause which has preduced a mulii'ude of po- 
litical evils. It wiil be found issuing from that 
grand Pandora box, out of which has come all our 
political evils—the existence of banks, the redun- 
dancy of paper money,a species of devour g repule, 
which, like the tucusts of Esypt, has overrun and 
laid waste the entire country. Whilst the receipts 
of the Department have been regulated by a fixed 
specie Standard, the expenditures have b-en placed 
under the cap'ious and ever-varying dominion of 
an ephemeral paper currency—-a currency which, 
though now exploded and exploding, has 
for the last five years placed a fictitious, nomi- 
nal value on every particle of property and 
every species of labor. Thns, whilst the Post Of- 
fice Department has been denied the right to in- 
crease its recipts by an increase in the rates of 


` postage, a sta e of things is produced by wh ch itis 


compelled to pay one thousand dollars tor a service 
which, ten years ago, could have teen performed 
for one-half the amount. A ccntracor who, in 
1839, wool. have carried the mail from Washing- 
ton to Frederick for two thousand dollars, would, 
in 1840, demand twice that amount, because his 


‘ coaches and horses cost him double, and he must 
` necessarily pay twice the usual wages to his dri- 


refusing to vote the necessary compensation to the | 


“ ment. i 
„be met at this point with the sierectvped declara- 


vers. This grows out of an increase in the amount 
of paper money; which, however, does not add to 
the current receipts of the Department. Under all 
these embarrassing circumstances, it is not won- 
derful that the expenditures are increased; the won- 
der rather is that the Department should have been 
enabled to sustain itself a all. And that which 1s 
true in regard to the Post Office is more or le-s so 
in ‘reference to all the D-partments of Govern- 
I am aware, Mr. Chairman, that I shail 


tion that the Government is responsible to the peo- 
ple for this inordinate issue of paper money—that 
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it was the legitimate consequence of removing the 
deposites, and vetoing the Bank of the United | 
States. Upon these points, I shall, at a proper , 


time, take gsue with gentlemen, and endeavor to |; 


i 


demonstra the error into which they have fallen: 
at present, it would perhaps be wandering a little 
too far from the record, to go off upon these colla- 
teral, and to this bill immaterial, issues. Though 
I will not now undertake to show what has not 
produced the present and pre-existing state of af- 
fairs, yet may I not expect the pardon of the com- 
mittee, if I digress for a moment, for the purpose 
of showing what has, in my judgment, been the 
real and main cause of their production? Coming 
from a State upon which the evils of the day have 
fallen with more severity than upon any other por- 
tion of the Union, cr of the world, and having 
been no idle observer of the grand panorama which 
has been exhibited in that country, I fancy that I 
can speak with some degree of assurance as to the 
causes which produced its fall, aod point with 
some certainty to the pencil with which the aw- 
ful picture was first marked out. 
from a section of the Union the most depressed 
and deplorable in all its monetary relations of any 
part of this vast and deeply afflicted Republic, 
affording a theme fruitful to the political economist, 
and presenting a melancholy example of the folly 
too often practised of abstracting capital from its 
active pursuits, and investing it in unproductive 
property. Mississippi can produce mere real ex- 
ports than the same amoun: of population in any 
part of the habitable globe; and yet, with all her 
energies, we find her, in a time vf profound tran- 
quillity, with the ports of the whole world thrown 
open to her great staples, prostrate, writhing under 
aload of oppression, to the sustaining of which, 
‘ with all her energies, she is foundinad:quate. How 
and why is this? Let us not be teld that it grows 
ontof any action of the Feceral Gcvernment on 
the subjects of banks and currency. It will 
find its origin in another quarter: in a too hasty, 


and, I fear, an improper disposition of the public | 
lands. From the year 1833 to 1836, the Indian |, 


title to vast quantities of the most productive ter- 
ritory was extinguished, and it became the policy 
of the then Administration—a policy almost uni- 
versally approved by ail parties—to hurry those 
lands as rapidly as possible into market. 


settler, the sturdy pioneer of the South and South- 
west, whose little settlements here and there dotted 


the face of the wilderness, were soon supplied, and : 


vast territories of the most productive soil in North 
America, that having been offered for sale and re- 


fused, now remained to be entered at the minimum | 


of $1 25 per acre. This opened a field for specu- 
lation loo inviting long te remain unobserved, and 
the gloating eyes of avarice were turned upon i't; 
a tide of emigrants, from all parts of the country, 
flowed in, gladdening the wilderness for a season, 
and filling the land with joy. They, in their turn, 
purchased their little homes, and seemed contented. 
The soil was to them what property in general was 
to our first parents, a common stock, and each iadi- 
vidual to himself appropriated, for an almost 
nominal sum, such portion as his wants required. 
Bat this state of things did net long continue. 
Large companies of land speculators, chiefly mer- 
chants from your Eastern cities, were organized, 
and vast sums of money consolidated and sent to 
the Southwest, to be invested in “ wild lands,” that 
were wholly unproductive; thus abstracting from 
the current business a portion of its necessary sup- 
port, to be invested where it could, by no possibi- 
lity, produce one dollar of gain; depleting and 
causing necessary languor and unhealthiness in the 
channe!s from which it had been abstracted, and 
giving no additional vigor to the other departments 
of business, the lands being purchased for specula- 
tion, and not for cultivation. When this species 
of devouring locusts came among us, and began 
their work of demolition on the public domain, 
our hitherto quiet and contented citizen became 
changed in his nature; the serpent had crept into 
his Eden, and for the first time he conceived the 
new idea of making his fortune by land jobbing, 
rather than by tilling the soil. A portion, nay, the 


I come ; 


Most of || 
them were situate in a frontier, or, at mcst, ina :; 
sparsely populated country. The wants of the |. 


whole, of his surplos cash, which might better have 
been spent in improving his litte farm, or dis- 
charging some honest obligation, was invested in 
«wiid lands;” the pernicious example, like all 
others of similar character, was followed by his 
confiding neighbor. 
from his native home in search of the new Elysium, 


` finds this land of promise; pleased with the soil, and 


still more with the generous hospitality of its occu- 
pants, he determines to take up his abode. Land 


< purchased at the minimum, is sold to our honest 
‘| adventurer at twice that sum; and he soon becomes 


regularly installed into all the mysteries of living 


without work; forthe, in his turn, to make a penny © 
i in an honest way, sells the same land for five dol- 
The news sweeps over the country | 
` like an eleciric flash; the story of the grand specu- 


lars per acre. 


lation is on every tongue, and the same land is 
sold for ten dollars per acre. This is too much— 
“The banner is flung to the wild winds free.”’ 
Fortunes are to be made by speculation. The 
horn of plenty is inverted, and all may grow fat 
who will feast their appetites. Drawers are 
searched, purses are turned, the cash that jingled 
about the infant’s neck is taken off, and fuss 
and confusion reign; money must be raised to 
purchase more lands, that we may grow micre 
rich. In short, sir, every dollar that can be raised 
in the whole country is taken to the land cffice, 
given for unproductive soil, and as essentially lust 
to the real business of the country, as though it 
had been cast into the sea. Fortunate, most 
fortunate had it been for my afflicted Stave, 
and for the whole country, if the folly had 
here ceased. But the real capital of the 


. country being exhausted, the Legislatures were im- | 
: portuned to create more banks, that there might be 


more money to invest in more unproductive lands. 


| These banks, without capital, had all to gain and 


nothing to lose; their issues were free and unlimit- 
ed; the country was flooded with their paper, pro- 
ducing the disastrous consequences, first, of an 
ability on the part of speculators to purchase large 
quantities of lands; and, secondly, the ability to hold 
them at very high prices, besides stimulating every 


article of necessary family consumption into an | 
ı inordinate nominal value. | 
the possession of his real estate upon which he had | 
fixed his own price, with a firm resolve to obtain | 


Every man felt rich in 


that price or keep theland. The land might be 
kept, but it was unproductive. Holding it at very 
high prices suddenly checked the tide of emigra- 
tion and left the country full of venders, but without 
purchasers. Meanwhile, a system of extravagance 
is began and kept up to commensurate with the fan- 


: cied wealth of neighbor Humbug. The Misses Hum- 


bug, whose father is producing nothing, but who is 
rich in the pessession of lands, have doffed their 


dunstables and a plain silk, and now think it quite | 


mal-apropos with any thing short of a satin hat, 
mounted wiih a flowing white plume. Embroidered 
silks, satins, shalleys and velvets take the place of 
the old-fashioned family apparel; splendid coach- 
es, blooded horses, servants in livery, fine houses, 


magnificent furniture, rich and costly services of ` 


plate, take the place of domestic simplicity and 


plain Republican elegance. All Europe and Ame- ' 
rica are ransacked for vianes to load a mahogany | 


table that has driven the o!d-fashioned cherry and 
walnut from the dining-room of a woodland cot- 
tage into the garret of a piincely mansion. The 


Northern merchant—as if reason had lost her domi- ` 
nion—excites and encourages the extravagance, by , 
selling vast and almost incomprehensible amounts of : 


merchandise to our country merchants; they retail 
them to their customers, who in their turn find it 
impossible to pay in any thing better than the paper 
of an insolvent bank, conjured into existence to 
answer the present purpose of some reckless specu- 
lator, that having come out of its chrysalis, has sud- 
denly taken to itself wings and flownaway. The 
country merchant has a wealthy customer, but one 
whose means are not available. He cannot col- 
lect his dues, and therefore cannot pay his mer- 
chant in New York. The New Yerker has 
sapped too deeply the foundation of his trade, by 


‘drawing from it large sums of money to be in- 


vested in unprofitable lands. 


He cannot bear up 
under a dishonor of his country paper. 


Our 


To-morrow some wanderer ` 
! The 


[l x 2 a 
dealer is urged to pay, and he in his turn presses 


h's customer; but payment is not made, because it 
cannot be made; presently the New Yorker fails 
in business; his failure embarrasses his neighbor 
and his another, and anon a general crash is heard 
—terror and consternation possess the community, 
imporiunities for money become greater 
and still more great. The wealthy Mr. Humbug 
determines to sell a portion of his lands, pay his 
debts, and live independent. He starts out with 
this honest purpose, but what is his surprise to find 
every body selling, and no one buying. He re- 
returns dispirited, disappointed, disheartened. He 
is sued, harassed with execulions, and finally 
breaks; at this point he turns Whig, curses Gen. 
Jackson, swears that Van Buren is the greatest 
scoundrel that ever lived, and starts to Texas. 
Such, sir, is a faint picture of the causes which 
have produced much of the embarrassments in my 
own country—such a brief outline of the rise, 
expansion, and final explosion of the greatest 
bubble that ever floated on the wide ocean of popu- 
lar folly. But, Mr. Chairman, there is a more 
interesting inquiry touching this subject than the 
one usually discussed in this hall. The real in- 
quiry with the great mass of the people, is not who 
or what produced the mischief; but what means 
are to be resorted to to get clear of it. I find that 
on all the essential points we differ; we differ radi- 
cally and essentially. It never has, perhaps it 
never will be, otherwise. There is no such thing 


; as a concurrence among us as to what produced 


this calamity: for years has it been discussed 
by the ablest men in the nation, and with as 
little prospect of arriving at any harmonious, 
resalt now as when they began. Let us not, then 
waste our time in this unprofitable disputation. 
Let us rather act for the atainment of some pre- 
sent and permanent good. If the house be on 
fire, let us first extinguish the flames, and then 
go out into the streets and high places in search 
of the incendiary. One of the first steps to be taken, 
is to introdace a rigid system of economy into 
all the various departments of business, public and 
private. In Republics like ours, if the people 
become extravagant, the Government is likely to 
be infected with the same mania, since it draws 
its subsistence and vitality directly from the peo- 
ple; and I call upon members here to set an ex- 
ample to their constitucnts, worthy cf emula- 
tion: let them show by their public actions that 
economy and reterm is to be the order of the day, 
and it will exert a benign and happy influence over 
all classes of the community. But gentlemen 
tell me that something else must be done; that 
it is useless to talk of economy to aman in the 
last stage of. mortal existence; that the commu- 
nity is sick to death, and, if relief be not soon pro- 
cured, the patient must expire. Sir, we have 
proposed our remedy. That remedy, which we 
grant, must be slow in its operations, but will, 
we think, be more speedy, as well as more 
certain, than any other, to effect a final and per- 
manent cure. And what have you done? You 
have stood between our ministering hand and 
the lips of an expiring patient; and you have ex- 
horted him not to receive our remedy. Sull you 
persuade him that he is growing worse, and that 
each day he is drawing nearer and nearer to his 
final dissolution. But what, says the alarmed, ex- 
hausted, and dying man, shall I do to be saved? 
And you modestly respond, tura off your present 
attendant, and take us intoyour service. Ay, sit, 
take you into his service; and, pray, what will you 
do? How will you minister to his wants? Upon 
this subject you are non-committa!. You refuse 
our remedy; and yet you have no panacea of 
yourown. Will the change which you propose 
be so salutary in its influence as to heal our afic- 
tions? Will the defeat of Mr. Van Buren 
and the election of General Harrison act like 
a charm upon the country. Is this new 
political Messiah to work by miracles? Is he a sort 
of political faith doctor? Tell me, sir, whathe is te 
do for the country, and how he is to doit. Upon 
what principles will he administer the Governmenl? 
What great measure of reform is proposed? And 
how and by what means is it to be carried out? 


General Harrison has been before the America® 
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ple for more than four months, and no man can 
say—no man holding a position in the Whig 
yanks, to give force and efficiency to his declara- 
tions, dare say—what are his op‘nions upon any 
great question of national interest. Dare any man 
say that General Harrison is foror against a Na- | 
tional Bank, Internal Imprevement, the Tariff, or ` 
even Abolition itself? Dare any member of the | 


Whig party on this floor rise in his place and j 


commit his party to the support of any measure of 
aay kind? No, sir, they come in the impressive ' 
language of my friend from Tennessee [Mr. War- 
rerson}] as the architects of rain, to pull dowa 
every thing and pat up nothing. That I may dis- 
tinctly understand the position which gentlemen 
intend to assume, I now, sir, call upon them indi- 
vidually, and as a party of honorabie men, to ' 
come out and give us their principles. Do you 
commit yourselves to the supportof a National 
Bank? 

[Mr. Cun, from his seat. I do.] 

But does the gentleman speak for his party? 
Will his party link their destiny to a National 
Bank? Will it be the policy of General Harri- 
son’s Administration, in the event of his election, 
to create such an institution. I put the categorical 
question to gentlemen of the Opposition, on all 
sides of the House, and I shall be content to recsive 
a categorical answer. I am impatient for an an- 
swer, but itshall be my good pleasure to await the 
response of honorable gentlemen. I pause for a 


reply. Noone answers. Then, Mr. Chairman, | 


1 am justified in concluding, that gentlemen either 
support a man without knowing his principles, or 
else they are afraid or ashamed to let his principles 
be known to the country and to the very prop'e 
whose suffrages they ask. If gentlemen can find 
ease and c mfort in either position, I give them 
joy. Though, Mr. Chairman, gentlemea here wll 
not commit themselves or their party to the sup- 
port of a United States Bank—though, sir, they do 
not, and will not, and dare not, designate this as 
their means of relief,yet I choose so toregardit. Allof 


us agree that something must be done to relieve the | I will add, the regulation of the wages of 
3 3 


country, purify the currency, and move again the 
stagnant pools of commerce. We (the Democrats, 
or the Loco Focos, if it please you better) say that 
that something must te the adoption of the Sub- 
Treasury. You, gentlemen, say what? You are 
loud and long in yc ur denunciations of our scheme, 
and swear toit aneternal hate. What may we 
expect of you? What do you bring forward as 
the great antagonist of the Sub-Treasury? Noth- 
ing; literally nothing. 


Mr. Chairman, to my con- 


I think proper to say, 
dium of this House, that 


stituents, through the me 
the present state of things must continue, or the 
Sub-Treasury must be adopted. Nothing else can 
be done—nothing ‘else is proposed; ,and those 
who oppose our scheme, and produce none of their 
own, must be in favor of the existing state of af- 
fairs. IfI canget no one here to take up a Na- 
tional Bank and oppose it as the great rival to the 
Sub-Treasury, I will leave this hall and discuss the 
question with particular reference to the state of 
political feeling in Mississippi. There the Whigs 
are more unflinching than their bretheren in this 
latitude. They come out bold!y, and avow their 
preference for such an institution. Ard now, sir, 
permit me to institute a brief comparison between 
the two scheme:; first premising that in all our le- 


gislative action it becomes our solemn and imperi- | 


tive duty to make cur acts conform to the letter 
of the Constitution, and to the spirit and meaning 
of our Republican form of Government. Our 
venerable forefathers first conceived the idea of 
throwing Off the British forms, and when they bad 
done so, they, resolved to crown the bold adven- 
ture by establishing. what had been hitherto un- - 
known in the science of government, to wit: a 
Government of the people. They gave us a repre- 
s:ntative Democracy, and so admirably con-- 
structed, that once in two, four, and six years, all 
political power reveried to the people; andso long 
as we adhere to that form of government, it is 
our daty to do no act which ‘will take those 
powers cut of the hands where our fore- 
fathers reposed them. Indeed it may well 


be questioned whether it is not a species 
of political treason to do so. 

And now, sir, pray what is a Bank of the 
United States? For want of better data, I 
take the proposition of the distinguished states- 
man and orator from Kentucky, (Mr. Cray,] 
regarded every where as Sir Oracle, the Ju- 
piter Tonans of the Whig party. His Bank 
was to havè a corporate existence of fifty years, 


. and an incorporated capital of fifty millions of dol- 


. “regulate the currency.” 


| nions of members of Congress. 


| dependently, wi! 


the United States 


lars. And whatare the important functions it is to 
perform? One gentleman on my right says it is to 
Ancther, on my left, 


says it will regulate commerce. My triend who 


sits before me thinks it will regu'ate the State | 


banks; and the member near me wants it as the 
fiscal agent to collect and disb arse the revenues of 


| Government; and my friend from Louisiana, [Mr. 
| Criyn,] who is the only man of his party that has 


had the boldness to come out in favor of such an 
institution, thinks, I have no doubt, it would per- 
form all these various offices. 

(Mr. Cuinn. It did do so once.] 

I hear the response of my friend, and it is suffi- 
cient for my purpose. I admire his honesty, and 
I would compliment his frankness, but I can- 
not, except at the expense of his discretion. Yes, 
Mr. Chairman, a Bank such as that of which I 
have spoken, might, perhaps it would, perform all 
the:e various offices. But, sir, what is the Bank to 
which you propose to intrust these powers, and 
under what influence is it placed? An association 
of thirteen merchants of the city of New York, 
under a corporate name, elevated, by a solemn act 


| of Congress, above the great mass of the people; 
i not subject to their will, and not reached by any 


influence of theirs; under no control other than 
that of their unbrid'ed will, conducting their pro- 
ceedings in secret chambers, and with an eye single 
to the interest of the stockholders and favorites of 
the Bank. And this is the institution to which you 


` ara to entrust the regulation of commerce, the 
_ regulation of the currency, the regulation of State 


banks, the fiscal agency of the Goverament; and, 


and the opi- 
And for what 
period of time? For fifty years, or until your 
Bank charter expires by its own limitation, it 
exercises all these various powers supremely, in- 
hout control. Are these powers 
ial ivgredients of Government? 


labor, the prices of property, 


among the essen’ 
Are they not in 
ment itself? May that be called.a Government of 
the people, 
to regulate exchanges, and fx at pleasure the quali- 
ty and quantity of the circulating medium of the 
country, is taken out of the hands of the people, 
and entrusted, for a period of fifty years, to a coterie 
of bank directors, owing no- responsibility to the 
people or to their representatives, but acting by 
sanction of law, in a sphere abave and beyond the 
power and influence of the ballot-box? Is that, sir, 
a representative Democracy, where al] the essen- 
tial elements of Government are taken from the 
Representative chesen by the peop'e, and placed in 
the custody of a corporation—an immaterial thing; 
a thing not visible or tangible? Answer me these 
things; and if you answer asI know you must, 


then tell m~, sir, whe'her you are violating the let- 


ter of the Constitwion, immolating our forms of 
Government, insulting the shades of our fathers, 
and converting what they intended should ever 
remain a representative Demcracy, into a sort of 
incorporated political oligarchy—whether, sir, you 
are wresting trom the people the powers of Govern- 
ment, and surreadering them into the custody and 
keeping of a corporation. Gentlemen insist that 
Bank is to regulate the local or 
State banks. By this I understand it is to control 
the amount of their issues. If it expands, they ex- 
pand; it it contracts, they contract: thus, at its beek 
and nod, money is plenty or scarce. If the Bank 
of the United Sta‘es wills it so, money is plenty, 
property rises in value, and wages grow higher. 
Presently, from inclinaticn ot necessity, it contracts 
its issues, money becomes scarce, wages g0 down, 
and property sinks in value. Thus, by contract- 
ing and expanding ite issues, which it dees at will, 


fact the very elements of Govern- | 


where the power to regulate commerce, | 


© tions, here and el-ewhere. 
` its conduct, but it is blind to your indignation; it is 
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it regulates the wages of every man’s labor, and 
fixes the value of every species of property, and 
with as much ease and facilily as you, sir, would 
regulate a clock by raising and sinking the pendu- 
lum; and all this is done in a Government where 
the peop!e are flatiered with the story of their su- 
premacy, and cajojed into the belief that they are 
in fact the sovereigns of the land. 

But, says my distinguished friend over the 


: Way, we must tie up the Bank with the strong 


cords of the law—subject itto the frowns and in- 


. dignation of the people—let the thunders of an out- 


raged constituency fall upon the ears of our bant- 
ling, and bid it pause in its career of ruin. Alas! 
sir, it has no ear; it will be deaf to your lamenta- 
You may scowl upon 


a mete ideal thing. You hear the winds, but you 
do not see them; you feel the rays of the sun, but 
cannot put your hand upon them; and as well 
might you attempt to lock up these invisible and 
intangible things, as to attempt, by legal enact- 
ments, to restrain a bank within its chartered li- 
mits. Æolus locked up the winds in the mountain 
caverns, and the sun stood still at the bidding of 
Joshua. But, alas! there are no Boluses, no 
Joshuas now. All time, all experience, has shown 
that the tendency of corporations and of associated 
weal h, is to place themselves above the law, the 
Constitution, and people; and as well, sir, in my 
opinion, might you attempt to chain the lion to his 
lair, by throwing cobwebs about his mane, as to’ 
attempt, by legal restrictions, to keep a fifty mil-' 
lion bank within any prescribed limits. eats 
Permit me, Mr. Chairman, (and only for the 
sake of argument,) to submit a proposition to ho- 
norable gentlemen; and as I only submit it by way 
of argument, I beg that gentlemen may not be 
alarmed. Instead of giving up the powers of Go- 
vernment, to be exercised by an invisible moneyed 
aristocracy, in the form of a Natisnal Bank, I pro- 
pose to give them to the President of the United 
States. That is, sir, instead of having commerce, 
currency, exchanges, local banks, and political opi- 
nions, the wages of labor, and the value of proper- 
ty, subjected to the controlling influence of one 
grand consolidated National Bank, I propose to 
place them under the control of the President of 
the United States; and I am not particular whether 
that President be William Henry Harri‘on or 
Mariin Van Buren; nor even, sir, in the language ` 
of Mr. Clay, if it be Thomas H. Benton, Amos 
Kendall, Francis P. Blair, or the Devil. To the Prési- 
dent of the United States, whoever he may be, I 
propose intrusting these powers. ‘What objec- 
lion do gentlemen make? Here is the man of 
the peop'e’s choice, selected by them from fifteen 
millions of freemen, in consideration of his talents, 
his patriotism, and his exalted moral and political 
wor.h, to preside over their destinies. To this 
man, thus chosen, holding his office for a 
limited tenure, with no motive to act cor- 
ruptly, and with every inducement to act 
leniently, reached by the smiles and subjected 
to the frowns of his countrymen, with a bard 
earned reputation at stake, with, in fact, all to 
lose and nothing to gain, I propose intrusting these 
powers. Methinks | hear my friend over the way, 
to whom Executive patronage iseven more terrible © 
than the ghost of Banquo was to the affrighted 
Macbeth, lifting his eloquent and impressive voice 
against it. Why, says he, this is worse than war, 
pestilence and famine—more terrible than standing 
armies. Hark ye, friend, the people can do wrong; 
they are sovereign; they are capable uf govern- 
ing themselves; at least so you and I persuade 
them; and these powers arè only to be intrusted to — 
the man of the people’s choice. If he act cor- 
ruptly—if he play the tyrant—the people, the sove- 
reign people, have the correction in their own - 
hands; they have only to exercise their reserved ` 
high constitutional privilege at the ballot box, andall 
is right; the corruption is made pure, ànd the ty- 
rant is dethroned. But, says my friend, give 
these powers to the Executive, and he will rise 
above the people and above the influence of the 
ballot box. If you give him these powers, yon 
constitute him king, emperor, autocrat, supreme © 
ruler of the land, You may still keep up the 
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skeleton of the Consutution; you may go through 
the forms of an election, but its influence is not 
feit; all political power is merged in the Execu- 
tive, and the voice of the people is hu-hed, or has 
become as ‘'sounding brass and a tinkliog cymbal.” 
Wav, says the gentleman in the fulness of his pa- 
ty Olsm, and in the plenitude of trepidation at the 
horrors of Executive patronage, there is not a 
crowned head in all Europe who possesses one tithe 
of the power you propcse to con er on the Ameri- 
tan President Ay, sir, and upon whom do you 
propose to confer allthis power? Not upon the man 
of tne people’s choice—not upon the maa who is 
elec'ed by the people, and amenable to the people— 
but upon a soulless, unfeeling, and irresponsible 
corporation. If the possession of the powers by 
the President constitutes him king, emperor, auto- 
crat, pray, Sir, tell me, tell me, in the name of all 
that is reasonable and iight—in the name of God 
andour beloved country, what does it constitute the 
bank? Says the gentleman,the bank once exercised all 
these powers, and we did not feel ils tyranny. It is 
Bot the possession of power that constitutes the ty- 
Tant, bat the exercise of it. Elizabeth ruled over 
England, and her people were prosperous and hap- 
py; but the Stuaris succeeded to the throne, and 
with the same powers they threw terror and coaster- 
nation over the land, and filled the hearts of the 
peop'e with mourning. I know not, sir, by what 
feelings and motives other gentlemen are moved, 
bat, for myself, if these powers are to pass out of 
the hands of the people, I want to see them putin the 
possession of a man-—a thing of life—a real thing 
of fesh and blood. If we are to have any king or 
tyrant in thistcountry, I want that he may bea living, 
creeping thing—something that 1 may see, that I 


may feel, into whose face I can look, and upon . 


whose brow I can place my burning curses as he 
bends about these uncaptive limbs the fetters of 
despotism—and nota soulless, unfeeling corpora- 
tion—an invisible, intangible, and immaterial thing 
—a thing not responsible to man on earth, or Gcd 
in heaven. So help me Heaven, I could not in- 
trast these powers to Washington himself, though 
his sainted and canonized spirit (which I trust is 
ever hovering around this Capitol, and rendering 
up its devoutest orisons to God, invoking His bene- 
dictions upon this people) could return to reaui- 
mate his body and quicken it into renewed exis- 
tence. I could not, sir; because these powers once 
given away, no residuary power cou'd make us 
tree; and that which I could not in'rust to the 
Father of his country, I surely would not intrust to 
a corporation, even though that corporation con- 
sisted of thirteen New York merchants, and they 
not only honest, but above suspicion. Here I am 
met by the declaration that I expect the Sub-Trea- 
sury 1o perform ail these various functions, and 
that the Sub-Treasury is the creature of the Presi- 
dent and under his control. 
far the Sub-Treasury scheme, when it shall get into 


successful operation, wii] affect the commerce, ex- | 


changes, currency, and local banks of the country, 
I will suggest that it will control them, if at all, by 
by a fixed and determined rule—a rule not under 
the control of the President, but one settled by law, 
and which mast ever remain the same until 
it is altered by an act of Congress. The power in 
a bank which makes it dangerous, and which, in 
truth, gives to it infloence, is its ability to issue 
paper money otherwise than on a metallic basis, 
make discounts, and receive money on deposite. 
Give it these, and it will not be, like Archimides, 
in want of a place on which to rest his fulcrum; it 
has this; it has, in addition, all the elements of 
power and streng h, and it needs but the will to ap- 
ply them, which it is too apt to have, to repel the 
Government itself. Deprive it of these, and it is 
shorn Sampson, a fangless serpent, which may have 


the will, but not the ability, to do mischief. The 


Sub-Treasary possesses none of these powers—not 
one of them. Another, and not the least by far of the 
advantages which it claims over a National Bank, 
js that it is ever subject to the controlling influence 
of the peeple. The people, in the person of their 
Representatives, may alier, amend, or afolish it, 
at pleasure. And this, sir, seems to be in accord- 


name of freedom—siill cling to the withered {| tutions. But a bank presents the sinzular ana- 
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moly of a creature rising above the creator; of an 
institution m a Governnest of the peopie rising 
above the people; for, according to Whig ethics, 
a bank char.er 1s no: alterab'e, or amendabie, ex- 
cept at the the di-cretcon of the bank. 

I regret, Mr. Chairman, that I have pu'sued this 
subject so far. I have said mo:e, mucna more, than 
I had intended; and yet | do not weil see how I 
could have said less; ficd ng'it inciden ally connect- 
ed with the detence of the Adminisvation against 


the general charge of having proijuced a stale of 


calamity and ruin, and now neziecting or refusing 
any corrective, I have beer insensibly led into 
the-e observations. 
effect here or exewhere, I sna.l se more than com- 
pensated for all the ronble they have cost me. Ask- 


ing pardon of the committee for the aggression, I | 


retu:n to the bil, and to the arguments of gentle- 
men who have spoken in opposition to its passage. 

I am told that this bill isan Executive measure 
—that it comes here with the impress of the tenant 
of the White House upon it, and that it does not 
give evidence of that rigid economy which we 
were informed in the beginning of this session was 
to become the order of the day. Ageia, Mr. Chair- 
man, | appeal to gen'lemen to show me in what 
this bill gives earnest of the extravagance, profl- 
gacy, and corruption, of which we hear so much. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ocie] is 
the only member, of the dozen and one Opposition 
orators who have spoken on this bill, that has 
deigned to tell us in what its extravagance does 
cons st. He desires to have our Ministers recalled 
from foreign courts, and their places supplied by 
Charges d’Atfaires. But he has not shown us how 


What, sir, will te said of a nation of fifteen mil- 
millions of freemen, who, refusing to reciprocate 
an honor extended to it by a foreign power, by 


sending here their resiceat Minister Plenipoten- | 
tiary, assigns for it ths ridiculous reascn “ihat we | 
T am for eco- | 


are too poor to bear the expense.” 
nomy and retrenchment; but I spurn them, if they 


pride and national honor. 
but this is not the way toeconomize. Retrench- 
ment is demanded; but it must not, and so far as I 
am concerned it shal! not, commence here. I 


would, sir, have you commence this work of eco- | 


nomy and reform as the physician ministers to his 
patient—first learning the seat of the disease, and 
then applying the remedy. 
I would not have you amputate the Jeg; and if a 


man’s head be sick, I wou'd net have you pierce | 


his heart. And so, sir of the body poli-ic. If the 
disease, the extravagance, pr fligacy, of which you 
speak, exist in the War Department, go there 
with your remedy: if in the Navy, go there: 
and if in the Treasury or Post Office, go 
there. But do not, I pray you, stretch the Go- 
vernment on the Procrustean bed, and under pre- 
tence of curing a diseased part, cut cfa leg on 
this side, and an arm on that, unl you have so 
mutilated its fair proportions tht it withers and 
dies, or hobbles out a mns2rab'e existence, ‘the 
pity of its fr.ends and the scorn of i's enemies.” 
Much, very much has been sail, Mr. Chairman, 
about “ frauds and corupien” in a!l the depart- 
ments of Government, and it is givea out that this 
bill is is hiling place. Toe great recluse, who 
is ever present, and always invisible, his bis ca- 
vern, bis mysterious and undiscovered home, in 
this bill. I am rejoiced that the discovery has 
been made. Icongra:ulate gentlemen and the coun- 
iry that we are at Jeast so close upon the heels of 
the many headed monster; and to prevent every 
possibility of his escape, I propose that we sta- 
tion some of our best tactcians around this bill 
afier the fashion of su:ruurdng the Poent ne 
marshes, and that gentlemen go with fire and 
sword, if they please, and drag this monster from 
his den. Sir, I sejvice that ih's grand crusade, 
after the far famed ‘‘ fraud and ccrruption,” as at 
last drawing to a close. Unlike ihe Seminoles in 
Forida. you have traced him to his hiding 
place. You have the soldiery under your com- 
mand, andif the enemy be not nuw taken, it is 


ance with the spirit and meaning of our free insti- your fault. Then be not sleeping on your posis— 


If they produce the slighest .° 


If an arm be affected, | 
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ar, 
gird on your armor, and let the work of war be 
heard with the coming in of te-morrow’s dawn, 
Hither o you have comp'ain-d that the soldiery 
were not of your; that their cause was ro' your 
caase; that thei feeimgsand attachments were with 
the enemy, and thet ihey dd mot canyon that 
relentless warfare which theeu.ergency ot the hour 
and the perfidy of the enemy su imp ri usy dee 
manded. Sir, you can no longer make thai coms 
piaint. The caprain general of tnis House (the 
SPEAKER) is he whem you have chosen to the high 
command——and he has not betrayed you Hehas 
chosen the captains and lieutenants and dril, sere 
geants from your own rank-, ard arer a campa‘gn 
of three mouths, they return, throw down their 
arnor, declare ihat there is no enemy in the coun- 
try, ard ask to be disbanded. Bur the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Wise] whose quick ear des 
tests the slightest sound, and from whose watchful 
eye nv phantom can escape, avers that there is an 
enemy ia thecountry; that he has seen him and 
felt him; and with a zealand ene gy which does 
equa! justice to his bead and heart, he demands, in 
the name of his heseiged country, that the army be 
not disbursed. Sir, I agree with him, and I will 
go with tie honorable gentleman in his opposition 
to this abrupt termination of a seven years’ war, 
If for nothing else, in very charity I will do it. For 
it would be bean unkind cut,afier all we have heard 
about this monstrous enemy of our country for the 


' last sevenjyears,to permit gentlemen now to acknow- 


ledge that there was indeed no such enemy in the 
land. Nay, sir, { will do more. I will give my 
humble aid (and I can say as much for my hono- 


; rable colleague) to the elevation of the honorable 
gentleman [Mr. Wise) himself, to command. If 
we are to avcid national dishonor in such an act. || 


he is not pleased with the conduct his honorable 


‘| friend (Mr. Brisas, chairman of Expenditures, &c.] 
! perhaps he could be pleased with his own mode of 


warfare. The gentleman has some experience, too. 
His celebra‘ed cruise to New York(on the Swariwout 
Committee) won for him laurels, green and glorious, 
but laurels on which one so young and valiant wou d 


d not be contentio recline, when others, still more 
are to be purchased a: the expense of national || 
Eccnomy is wanted; i 


rich, were to be gathered in the same field. 1 
thought, myself, that the ce'eòrated Swariwout 


| campaign was a little too Quixotic—had a little too 


much of the windmill about it; but in ihis I may 
have erred; and, in the error, may have done the 
honorable gentleman some injustice. Iam, there- 


| fore, the more anxious that he should assume the 


command, and by an exerc'se of that ch.valry and 
high bearing, which I know he possesses, terminate 
the worst of all our wars—this war against “fraud 
and ccrruption.” 

If the gentleman will allow me, and will receive 
the suggestion in all kindness, I will remark that 
the country expects him to take the lead in this 
war. If my memory does no! betray me into er- 
ror, the honotable memker made pledges to the 
country on this subject—pledges which the country 
is anx'ous to see fult ed. And l again tender my 
humble serv:ces to the distinguished gentleman in 
enabling him to carry out those pledges. 

But, Mr. Chairman, in al sober seriousness, I 
do beg ot gentlemen, either to cease this eternal 
clamor about frauds and corruption, or go to work 
and expose them. ‘hey have amp'e verge and 
scope; they el-cted their Speaker, and have all 
the committees organized tu their liking; and if 
this is not satisfactory, 1f committees of their own 
friends, whose duty it is to investigate the frauds 
and expenditures of Government, wil! not perform 
the:r trust, let them a-k for another organization 
of committees; or, if they please, for select 
committees. Let them ask for any thing 
and every thing, and I, and the party with 
whom I am associated, are prepared to give 
itto them. We ask onecf two things, either 
‘hat they cease their clamor about frauds, crup- 
tions, and perjury, or that they go with commit- 
tees, organ'zed ufier their own fa-hion, and ferret 
out the evidence of these abuses. One of these 
things I ask, in the name of the party wih whom 
I actin the name of the whole country—in the 
name of justice, decency, asd propriety; and fon 
this day forward I want it disinetly under tood, 
that the Whig party have had, now have, and will 
continue to have, full, ample, and unlimited power 
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‘to search, Winnow, and investizate, every depart- 
ment of 'his Government, from the State down to 
the Post Office, in ail ther various ramiltications. 
When I came here,. Mr. Chairman, I expected 
‘the first note that would have fallen upon my ear 
had been a Whig lamentation, that the party in 
power would not permit investigation; that the 
most enormous frauds were daily perpetrated, and 
that the spacious mantle of Executive and Legis- 
lative connivance was 
them; and I left home with the firm purpose, 
self, to assist in removing that mantle, and in ex- 
posing this perfidy. Imagine, sir, my surprise, 
when almost four months of the session had gone, 
to hear, for the first time, an anxiety expressed to 
see these frauds investigated; and how muchgreater 
was my surprise, when I heard the very gentle- 
men who had been loudest and longest in their 
oatcry against these things, the most reluctant to 
engage in the work of investigation—one gentle- 
man (Mr. Briccs]} wishing to have his committee 
discharged, and another [Mr. Wise] lecturing 
him for bis want of devotion to the country, but still 
reluctant to take his place. Why, sir, I expected, 
after the annancia'ion of the last winter, by the 
gentleman from Virinia, (Mr. Wise ] that the 
c'eiks of the Depa'tm-nts were in the habit of 
coming secretly to his chamber at midnight, 
di-c'osing to h m the enormous frauds that were 
going on, that no space would have contained him, 
if he had been denied the privilege of carrying on 
_ his investigations; but, instead of this, the gentle- 


. man has been as quiet as a lamb, and even now | 
shows no inclinatiun to commence the great work. | 


Esubmii to the honorable gentleman, whether it is 
quite pairiotic in him, convineed.as he doubtless 
is of the existence of these enormous frauds, not to 
be more v g lant and industrious in ferreting them 
out? Or has the gentleman conciuded with me, 


that it was no real thing that whispered in his ear, | 
bat a mere creation of his heated imagnation—a | 


kind of spirit, that, like the ghost of Hamilev’s fa- 
ther, said: 
“But that I am forbid 

To tell the secrets of my prison house, 

T could a tale unfold, whose ligh est word 

Would harrow up thy soul; freeze thy young blood; 

Make thy two eyes, lihe stars, start from their spheres; 

Toy knotted and combined locks to part; 

And each particular hair to stand on end 

Like quills ypou the fretful porcupine.” 


Ay, sT; thatit was in fact in ghost, I do not 
doubi; but that it was an honest ghost, 1 do doubt 
_ most essentially. 


In connection with this subject, Ido not feel in- | 


clined to discuss the merits or demerits of the aspi- 
Tants to the Presidency. But there was a remark 
of the gentleman from Penns! lvania {Mr. Oar] 
to which I must allude, He informs us that the 


President of the United States has beea defeated in | 


his native State, (New York) for no better reason 
than that he is “a Northern man with Souther 
principles.” This remark, coming as it did from 
an avowed Abo itionis!, 


thrown over to conceal i 
with- | 
out regard to consequences to my party or to my- ! 


and | 


siruck me with peculiar 
force.. I felt deeply and sensibly the trath of the | 


” bestowed on him. 


suggestion, and I coud but ask myself how it was ` 


received by, Southern Whigs, acting in concert 
with the gentleman in his oppcsition to ihe President 


—whe her it fell upon their ears like she dulcet vie : 


braticns of an Æolian harp, or whether it was not 
10 them like the death-kneil of Southern hopes and 
Southern rights. The South will learn ere lons 
to know her friends, and, ‘earning this, she will 
find that her bit erest foes do n: t always live north 


' gaffrages they s2ck. 


` of Mason and Dixon’s linc, but witoin her own | 


borders, living upon her soil, honored with her ` 


confidence, and receiving the protection of her 

* Jaws; are men who hold the hemlock. to her lips. 
Unfai hfa! friends are more to be dreaded than the 

_ most open ‘hostile enemy; and J pray that the 
South may not fail, if fatl she must, by the treache- 
ry of her own sons, or, expiring, she may not have 
cause to exc aim: 


“The shaft that deepest in my bosom went 
Was from the bow pretended friendship bent.” 


Wih tae candidate of the Whig party I have. 


nothing todo. Ido not pose:s the power, and it 
_Udid, I would not exercise it, of plucking one 
_ laurel from the wreath that decks his vetersa 


' assertion that this is the first time in 


“and drink 


about which it ill become: me to be lecturing those 
who have as ample opportunity as myself to learn. 
I pass over, therefore, 1n silence,his military career. 
I have nothing to say about the battle of the river 
Raisin, nothing about the abandonment of Fort 
Sandusky. With tke sacrifice of the gallant Daviess 
I have nothing todo. The baitles of the Thames 
and the far-famed Tippecanoe were fought; by 
whom, and wiih what honor to thecountry, I leave 
history te decide. Nor shall I pause to inquire 
whether General Harrison had an honorable or 
dishonorable discharge from the army. It is 
enough that he resigned his commission, and was 
succeeded in the command by one who brought the 
war to a brilliant and glorious termination. I will 
be permitted, however, to remark that it is not in 
good taste to have opposed Gen. Jackson’s eleva- 
tion to the Presidency because he was a military 
chieftain, and to advocate Gen. Harrison’s preten- 
sions on the same grounds. Of General Jackson 
it was said that it were better that war, pestilence 
and famine should visit the country, than that a 
military chieftain should be chosen to rule over it. 
And yet, by the same men, we are exhorted to vote 
for Gen. Harrison because he is a military chieftain. 
Why,say gentlemen,in the darkest hour of our politi- 
caltravail, when cloudsand darkness overshadowed 
the land; when cowardice and treachery had brought 
disgrace upon cur arms, and clothed this broad 
land in mourning; when the eyes of the whoie coun- 
try were anxicusly looking for seme redeeming 
spirit, Haris 1 came forth; he rallied to the ris- 
cue; he changed our mourning into public re- 
jvicing; he raised the tattered star spangled banner 
from being soiled and trailed in the dust, to be 
borae aloft amidst the 
“ Shock, the sheut, the frown of war;” 


| that he wrung the laurel from the bloody fangs of 


the British lion, and wove it in the giossy plumage 


of the American eagle, and seat her soaring | 


through the sk-es, the glad harbinger of glory and 
of victory 
ty has done the 
not to have recorded the facts, or to have done it 


| go bunglingly that ancther has received the ho- 
` mage of a people whose gratitude should have been 
Bat as military services do not | 
| always afford the best evidence of a man’s qualifi- : 


cation for the Piesideacy, may I not be permitted, 


AL this may be true, but if it is, histo- | 
Genera! exceedingly great wrong, | 


| with proper respect 10 tre Genera: and his friends, || 


to inqui e what are his civil claims? We presenta ' 


candidate who-e opinions are clearly defined, and 
every where undersiood. You attack the errors of 
those opinions, bat you deny us the privilege of 
either concurrin’ in, or dissenting from the opi- 
nions of General Harr son, becau:e you w:]l not let 
us know what tho-e opinions are, We are grave- 
ly informed that the great Harrisburg Convention 
dd not d-em it pred nt to make any general decla- 
ration of the opinions and princip es of the Oppo- 


sition party; and that the committee into whese | 


hands the candida’e of the party has been placed 
for safe keeping, have determined that he should 
make nu more disclosure of his opinions, whilst 
occupying his present povitioa. I venture the 
the history of 
this Government, that any asp rant to pepular fa- 
vor has taken the broad ground 
make no declarat on of his opinions to friends or 
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| of her Calhoan§, her Clays, her 


| In this, I trust the gentleman 
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be turned ont to graze until he is wanted again, 
and again to be caught up by shaking a bundle of 
hay, or pounding on a cider barrel. Sir, I demand 
of gentlemen whether any thing is known of the 


| principles or opinions of General Harrison? whe- 


ther any thing is urged in his favor, except that he 
lives in a “icg cabin, and drinks hard cider?” And 
are these qualifications that befit a man for the Pre- 
sidency? Ifso, sir, I congratulate my colleague and 


| myself that we represent more than 25,000 free- 


men, any one of whom is qualified for the 
first office in the gift of this great Republic; for they 
live in leg cabins, in fact, cabins unlike the Gene- 
ral’s—which, in sooth, loeks very like a splendid 
country mansion—bat the real thing, built of small 
logs, and clap-boards; and, though our constituents 
do not drink hard cider, (ihank God, they are a 
little above that,) they can boast of as signal ser- 
vice to the country in quaffing a few glasses of old 
whiskey; and if gentlemen really think that these 
are the only qualifications necessary for a Presi- 
dent, I stipulate, as a matter of economy, to fnr- 
nish Presidents from my Siate for the next five 
handred years, for five hundred dollars a piece. 

from Pennsylvania 
will go with me, since it is economy on a much 
more extensive scale than that of supplanting our 
foreign ministers. I say nothing of General Har- 
rigon’s political opinions, for the reason that they 
are veiled in ‘mystery, or have been expressed in 
such dubious language as to give no definitive 
idea of what they were. I have a word or two 
in conclusion, Mr. Chairman, to say in regard toa 
practice that has obtained very generally in this 
House, and which is justly esteemed throughout 
the country as one of bad moral and political 
tendency, not likely to produce any good, an? out 


| of which grow most of our personal broils and 


I allude, sir, to the practice of assail- 
ing, without reason, the personal and private cha- 
racter of political opponents, and more especia'ly 
the character of the distinguished men of the coun- 
try. The character of our great men belongs not 
to this Hense or this Congress, but to the 
whole country. It is the pede:tal upon which 
is built the fairest fabric that homan wisdom 
has ever devised. It is the pillars, the 
arches, in truth the edifice itself, of our 
Republican Government; destroy this, and the 
whole fabric totters from its basis, and crumbles 
into attoms. Rome owed her greatness to her Senate, 
and Greece toher philosopher. In more modern 
tim s the French Chamber of Deputies has given 
tone and energy and power to à nation’s eha- 
racter. England’s bright escutcheon has been rein- 
dered still more bright by the eloquence and 
energy of her sons; and America, young, happy, 
proud America, when she has run the full race of 
a nation’s pride, when having filled the measure of 
her goodness and greainess, baffled every difficulty, 
and outstripped all competition, she sits quieuy 
down upon the sammit of her peculiar fame, far 
above the nations of the earth, she calls the Bissett 
of the new world to record her history; she will 
bid him write upon its fairest page the names 
‘ebsters, and 


disasters. 


i! her Bentons, for to these will she be indebted for 


that he would |. 


foes, curing his candidacy. It does seem io me, : 


Mr. Chairman, that gentemen put a very poor es- 
timate upon the intelligence of the people, whose 
Iasiead of coming out with a 
bold and fearless declaration of sheir opinions and 
sentiments, in imitation of that “time-serving, 
wire-workiog, non-commital candidate of the Re- 
publican party,” they deem it most advisable to 
kep ther cpinions conevaled; and, as if they 
thought the people a grea booby, who could be ca- 
joled and flattered w.th sweet cakes, candies, and 
sugar plums, they discourse him m st eleqnently 
about distress, log cabins, crackers, and hard cider. 
And who, sir, is it that is keeping up this perpetual 
clamer about "l g cabins and hard cider?” Who, 
sir, but the lords, aristocrats, an 
land; men, who live themselves in marble palaces, 
the best wine that France ever pro- 


duced? who use the people at elections as a farmer 


‘prow. His official acts are maters of recue | does his hor:e, to perform a drudgery, and then to 


and nabobs of the | 


her success, ber greatness, and her g'ory. gir, 
when I con’emplate the character of the distin- 
guished son of Massachusetts, Ido it with pride 
andexultat on. Differing with him in political sen- 
timent as wide es the extremities of earth, I can, 
nevertheless, do him that justice which his great- 
ness demands: He is an American, and as an 
American do I henor him, and I envy not that 
heart whose contracted limits embrace nothing but 
its especial favorites. Look upon this man, Sif; 
how calm, and yet how great; how like the deep 
and placid lake that never moves 
and:then, foaming and casting bigh the bil ows of 
pasion, sentiment and wit, he see i 
very | bottom of his soul to be WoE up the cow 
lected con'ents of a thousand years. 
orator of the West, he in whom nature = 
been pleased to blend all that's grand and pecular 
—see how, like the great father of waters, he aon 
on in sullen, solemn, grandeur, with ever an 

anon a tipple or 8 spray» a genile heaving of the 
water's suriage, 2 thing that you may look pog 
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with awe, and yet with admiraiion—one of 
nature’s nobiest, greatest works, a man whose 
name is commensurate with the ends of the earth, 
and whose fame is as bourdless as eternity itself. 
Entertaining no sentiment in common with him, 
-I view him as only as an American statesman, and 
as an American I am proud that America has given 
birth to such a son, and no party will or discipline 
shall deter me from saying so. I turn, Mr. Chairman, 
from the contemplation of these characters, to pay 
the humble tribute of my admiration to one nearer 
my heart—one whose feelings and sentiments are 
in unison with my own—one who comes from my 
native land, from my own loved and sunny South. 
And how—how, sir, shall I speak of him—he who 
is justly esteemed the wonder of the world, the as- 
tonisher of mankind? Like the great Niagara, he 
goes dashing and sweeping on, bidding all created 
things give way, and bearing down, in his resist- 
less course, all who have the temerity to oppose his 
onward career. He, sir, is indeed the cataract— 
the political Niagara of America; and like that no- 
blest work of nature and of nature’s God, he will 
stand though all after time no less the wonder than 
the admiration of the world. His was the bright 
star of genius that in early life shot madly forth, 
and left the lesser satellites that may have dazzled 
in its blaze, to that impenetrable darkness to wh'ch 
nature's stern decree had d:stined them; his the 
mighty magazine of mind, from which his country 
clothed herself in the armor „of defence; his the 
broad expansive wing of fgenius, under which his 
country sought political protection, his the giant 
mind, the elevated, spotless mien, which nations 
might envy, but worlds conld not emulate. 
sir, is John C. Calhoun; such the object of gentle- 
men’s denunciations; such the man whose motives 
are impugned and whose actions are derided. Sach 
an one needs no eulogium from me, no defence 
from human lips. He stands beneath a consecra- 
ted arch, defended by alightning shut up in the 
hearts of his countrymen—by a lightning that will 
not slumber, but will leap forth to avenge even a 
word, a thought, a look, that threatens him with 
insult. The story of his virtuous fame is written 
in the highest vault of your political canopy, far 
above the reach of grovelling speculation, where it 
ean alone be sought upon an eagle’s pinions, and 
gazed at by an eagle’s eye. His defence may be 
found in the hearts of his countrymen—his eulo- 
gium willbe heard in the deep-toned murmurs of 
posterity, which, like the solemn artillery of heaven, 
shall go rolling along the shores of time, until it is 
ingulfed in the mighty vortex of eternity. Lit 
tle minds may affect to despise him; pigmy peliti- 
cians may raise the war cry of proscription against 
him: be it £0; insects buz around the jion’s mane, 
but do not arouse him from his lair. The confi- 
` dence of Americans will never be shaken in the 
wisdom of this man’s acts, nor, s'r, in the patriot- 
ism of his counsels. Imprecations wiil add but 
other links to the mighty chain that binds him to 
his countrymen; and each blast of your war trum- 
pet will but awaken millions to his suppert. His 
firm adherence to principle, in defiance of every 
danger, and his noble sacrifice of personal preju- 
dice upon the altar of his country’s good, whéne’er 
his country’s good has demanded the sacrifice, has 
placed upon his brow a wreath of imperishable 
glory which there shall flourish in immortal bloom. 
. Who, sir, is John C. Calhoun, and where is he? 
the noblest son of the sanny South—her genial rays 
. have awakened a feeling of patriotic devotion upon 
the altar of his heart which the ice-bound bosom of 
your Eastern serf has never felt. He stands, sir, 
like the sun-gilt summit of some lofty mountain, 
arouad whose base the angry clamors of peity po- 
liticians waste themselves in vain— 
“Like some tall cliff, whose awful form” 
Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the storm: 
Whilst round his base the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on his head.” 
Why, sir, it was but the other day that I heard him 
sneeringly (rather sneeringly, I thought, for one 
who had been his friend) denounced as 2 Loco Foco. 
‘What, sir, John C. Calhoun a Loco Feco! If so, I 
desire for myself no more honorable appellation. 
If, in the eloquent language of Carolina’s most 
_ eloquent son, (Mr. Pickens,) that man, the gran- 


Such, | 


En aN e re Ears $ — 


Repeil of the Salt Tax—Mr. Benton. 


deur of whose soul and the splendor ef whose ge- 
nius breathed not only inspiration into the holy 
cause of free'om, but throws a halo of glory 
around those burning pages which he devoted to 
American liberty, be indeed a Loco Foco, then, sir, 
let me ever rejoice in the thrice hallowed name of 
Loco Foco. Fling out that banner to the breeze— 
inscribe upon it the deep-detested name—and, 
my life upon the issue, thousands upon tens 
of thousands, nay, sir, millions upon mil- 
lions, from every clime, of every creed and 
color in the universe, will hurry to its standard, and 
if it fall, they will fall with it. Nor, sir, will they 
deem it else than immortal henor to be shrouded 
in its folds. If the principles of John G. Calhoun 
are the principles of the Loco Focos, then, sir, are 
the Loco Focos the friends of the Constitution and 
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ever, whatever might be the views of the President, 
or other gentlemen. 
As to the gentleman’s second inquiry, Mr. B. 


‘| said, when the subject was first brought to the no. 


equal rights, the opponents of tyranny in all its ` 


forms—the friends of Jaw,and its just adiministra- 
tion—and the uncompromising opponents of every 
species of oligarchy, whether sole or aggregate. 
Then, sir, do they take the illustrious Jefferson for 
their political Mahomed, and the doctrines of 98 for 
their political Alkoran. With these professions and 
these practices, I, sir, am ready to enter with them 
the Sanhedrim of their political faith, and commune 
with them as brethren of the same church. For, 
sir, in these principles, which you tell me are the 
principles of the Loco Focos, I recognise the 
principles of Virginia, the principles of liberty—the 
principles of right—principles which, forty-five 
years ago, sprung from the mas‘er mind of Jeffer- 
son, like Minerva from the brain of Jove, all radi- 
ant in the armor of liberty and truth. They 
wanted but a name to stamp them with the genius 
of their author, and dedicate them to the eternal 
cause of human liberty. They have that name. 
They have it, sir, in your deeply damned name of 
Loe» Foco. Let them wear it through all after 
time, fit emblem of their worth—fit memento of 
their illustrious origin. Do you, sir, love your 
country; go practise upon these principles. Would 
you perpetuate her institutions; go practise upon 
these principles. Would you have the star of her 
glory be onward in its courseto the upper sky; go 
practice upon these principles. Would you have 
the winds of Heaven saluting her flag, and the ex- 
tremities of earth acknowledging her name; go 
practise upon these principles; and you may per- 
petuate the honor and power, and glory ef this 
country, until the last trump of time shall be 
sounded upen the confines cf vast eternity, until 
the four angels, that sland on the four corners of 
th’s continent, shall, with one accord, lift up their 
voices to Heaven, proclaiming “‘peace on earth, 
and good will to all men.” 


Nors.—Mr. Brown having concluded, Mr | 


Jexirer of Maryland rose to make certain ingui- 
nos of the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. B.] 
He asked if he was right in supposing that the 


gentleman wko had just resumed his seat was | 


“General ALpert GaLLatin Brown??? Mr. B. 
nodding assent, Mr. J. read an extract frem a 
newspaper, to the purport that Mr. B. in his elec- 
tioneering canvass, had declared that he would 
abandon the Sub-Treasury if Mr. Van Buren 
abandoned it; and asked whether the facts, as set 
forth in the paper, were correct; and he would fur- 
ther inquire whether the gentleman [Mr. B.] had 
not been the advocate of the post note system in 


Mis:issippi—a system which had brought bank- | 


Tupicy and ruin on that State. 

Mr. Brown responded. He had used language 
Similar to that read by the gentleman from Mary- 
jand, (Mr. Jenirer,] but with no intention of con- 
veying the idea which seemed to have been pro- 
duced on the gentleman’s mind, that he (Mr. B.) 
was either a lukewarm supporter of the Sub-Trea- 
sary before the people, or that he was subservient 
to the will of the Executive. His remarks had 
been garbled. What he had intended to say at the 
time alluded to, and what he believed he was un- 
ders:ood as saying by all who heard him with im- 
partial ears, was, that if the Sub-Treasury was 
abandoned by the prominent members}of his party, 
it would lose its chance of success; and having lost 
this, he wonld not disturb the public mind by agi- 
tating a question no longer open for discussion. 
Mr. B’s own opinion would remain the same, how- 


_ tice of the Mississippi Legislature by a Whig Ex- 
ecutive, he had yielded to it a reluctant support, 
believing that the system would end in disas‘er, 
It was strongly urged, however, by those who pre- 
tended to more financial skill than himself, and was 
finally adopted, and proved, as he had supposed it 
would, a most signal failure; and for the last seve- 
ral years, Mr. B. had been among those who took 
the lead in opposition to the whole pest note sys- 
tem; and it was due to himself to say, that had the 
system been abandoned when it was proved to have 
failed, and when he and his friends gave it up, 
none of the disasters would have befallen the State 
to which the gentleman has alluded, and which he 
is right in supposing had their origin in the system 
as practised ia Mississippi. 

Mr. Jentrer asked if Mr. Brown had not, as 
late as April, 1839, given a vote in favor of post 
notes. 

Mr. Brown positively denied having 


given any 
such vote. 


SPEECH OF MR. BENTON, 


OF MISSOURI. 
In Senate, Wednesday, April 22, 1840. 

Mr. BENTON offered the following as an 
amendment to the bill for the reduction of the rum 
and sugar drawbacks, and the fishing bounties and 
allowances: 

“That yfrom and after the 3lst day of December next, so 
much of any act as lays a duty on imported salt be, and the 
same hereby is, repealed; and from and after the day last men- 
tioned, salt shall be imported into the United States free of duty. 
Provided, That for the recovery and receipt of such duties as 
shall have accrued, and on the days, respectively, remain out- 
standing, and for the recovery ane distribution of fines, penal- 
ties, and forfeitures, and the remission thereof, which shall have 
been incurred before, and on the said cays, respectively, the 


; provisions of the aforesaid acts shall remain in full foree and 


virtue. 

“That from and after the first day of January next, so much 
of any act as allows a bounty on exported salt provisions anil 
pickled fish, in lieu of drawback of the duties on the salt em- 
ployed in curing the same, and so much of any act as makes 
allowance tn the owners and crews of fishing vessels, in lieu of 
drawback of the duties paid on the salt used by the same,'shall be, 
and the same hereby is, repealed:: Provided, That the provi- 
sions of the®foresaid acts shall remain in full force and virtue 
for the payntent of the bounties op allowances incurred or paya- 
ble on the Ist day of January negt.” 


The question having been stated on the adoption 
of this amendment, Mr./B. said it was a transcript 
of the act for the repeal of the salt tax and the 
abolition óf the fishing bounties and allowances, 
which passed in the Jast year of Mr. Jefferson's 
administration, and passed upon his recommenda- 
tion; not that he recomended the abolition of the 
fishing bounties andfallowances. His recommen- 
dation applied to saft only; and the bounties and 
allowances being i lieu of drawback of the salt 
duties, they fell of course when the duty ceased on 
the article on which they were founded. No argu- 
ment was then ndeded to prove this. No motion 
was made to separate two things so indissolubly 
connected; and both the tax and its appurtenance 
fell together, and fell by the general vote of Con- 
gress, and without distinction of political parties, 
of geographical sections, or of interested classes. 
The vote in Congress might be called unanimous, 
there being in the House cf Representatives but 
five voices against the repeal, and one hundred and 
twenty-two for it. The vote of New England was 
unanimous, with the excepticn of two votes. The 
representatives from the fishing districts then ap- 
peared in their natural character of enemies to a 
tax on an article of which they were great consu- 
mers: they saw no advantage in a salt tax, and 
had no idea of asking for the bounties and allow- 
ances without thetax.* The laws had not then 


*The following is the New England vate: . z 

New Hamesnire: Messrs. Bilas, Betten, Caleb Ellis, David 
Hough, Samuel Tenney, an? T. W. Thompson. F 

Massacuvsetts: Messrs. Joseph Barker, Barnabas Bidwell, 
John Chandler, Orchard Cook, Jacob Crowninshield, Richard 
Cutts, William Ely, Seth Hastings, Jeremiah Nelson, Ebene- 
zer Seaver, William Stedman, Samuel Taggart, Joseph B. 
Varnum. (Messrs. Josiah Quincy and Isaiah L. Green in the 
negative.) N 

ERMONT: Messrs. Martin, Chittenden, James Elliott, James 

Fisk, and Gideen Olin. 

Ruopg Ist.anp: Nehemiah Knight, and Joseph Stanton. 

Conngotiovt: Samuel W. Dana, John Davenport, jr. Jona- 
than O. Mosely, Timothy Pitkin, jr, Lewis B, Sturges, and Bens 
jamin Tallmadge, 


April, 1840: 
Q6ru Coxas IST SESS. 


committed the egregious blupder of reducing du- 
“ties without reducing the drawbacks and bounties 
founded upon them. That blunder has been re- 
served fcr this enlightened age; and one of the 
fruits of it 1s, to see the greatest consumers of salt, 
and formerly the greatest enemies to the salt tax, 
converted into the friends of the tax! 

Mr. B. then proceeded to speak in favor of his 
proposed amendment, and against a salt tax, under 
any circumstances, and at any time; declaring it to 
be a tax fundamentally wrong in itself, at war 
with the frst principles of political economy, and 
peculiarly obnoxious in the United States, and 
especially in all the States in the valley of the 
Mississippi, where it had become the parent of an 
odious monopoly. In this great valley the tax on 
foreign salt, by tending to diminish its importation, 
and by throwing what was imported at its only 
seaport, Nev O. leans, into the hands of regraters, 
this tax was the parent and hand maid of a mo- 
nopoly of salt, which, for the extent of territory 
over which it operated, the number of people 
whom it oppressed, ard the variety and enormity 
of its oppressions, had no parallel on earth, except 
among the Hindoos, in Eastern Asia, under the 
iron despotism of the British East India Company. 
He (Mr. B.) had taken care, during the last recess 
of Congre:s, to obtain authentic evidence of the 
existence of this monopoly in the West, and of the 
abuses which it inflicted npon that section of the 
Union. The mass of evidence which he had col- 
lected had been communicated to the Senate, 
printed by its order, and laid upen the tables of 
members; and constituted a document replete with 
faets which would be incredible, except for the num- 

` ber and respectability of the witnesses who testify 
tothem. The number who have given informa- 
‘tion, and sealed it with their names, amount 
to three hundred, bat they might amount to three 
handred thousand—in fact to the whole popu- 
lation—the whole five or six millions of the West- 
ern people; for there was searcely one soul, man, 
woman, or child, in the West, who did not know of 
this monopoly, and who was not insome degree 
its victim. There was not a Senator on this floor 
who had not heard of it a thousand times, and 
who will not recognise, in the document which has 
been printed, details of impositions of which he 
has tdo often heard the recital at home. Happy 
“that he had, at last, an opportunity of raising his 
voice in this chamber, backed by a mass of unim- 
peachable testimony, against a tax which he abhor- 
red, Mr. B. would claim the indulgence of the Se- 
nate, while he presented to it part of this testimony; 
establishing, first, the fact of the monopoly; and 
then ‘the abuses, impositions, and enormities re- 
sulting from it. For this purpose he would read, 
at present, but three pieces of testimony, holding 
in reserve as much more to the same effect as any 
Senator would wish to hear. The first was a 
statement by the honorable Mr. Miller of the 
House of Representatives, a member from the 
State of Missouri. Under date of the 20th of 


December, 1839, he says: 

“When in Western Virginia last summer and fall, T was in- 
formed by gentlemen of the highest standing, some of whom 
were engaged in the making of salt at the Kanawha works, 

- that the company paid annually to the owners of works at that 
-place. (some thirty or more in number) from seventy-five to 
eighty thousand dollars, to let their works lie idle; that the 
amount paid toeach individual owning these suspended or dead 
worke, as they are calied, was about $2,500 per annum; and 
that an average sum ofabout #800 was paid to.certain persons 
annuali 
works, (that is, to each person owning such nds, on which 
it was believed salt water could be had, and owned a body of 
stone coal adjacent, ) not to dig or bore for it. I also understood 
that the salt-works then in operation yielded about two millions 
ofbushels of salt per annum; and, on making inquiry what it 
‘was thought the -whole of the works on the Kanawha would 
most probably produce, were they all put into operation, I was 
ye they would yield about four millions of bushels an- 
_. The second piece of testimony to which I refer, 
is the statement of a citizen of Missouri, formerly 
connected with the Kenbawa salt works; the state- 
ment made and delivered to one of the judges of 
the State. Itis this: 

“About the year 1816 a company was formed at the Kanaw- 
ha salt works, the ebject of which was to monopolize the salt 
trade in the Western country. They had the aid of a bank in 
ee. upon which they drew at 60, 120, and 180 days; the 
hank, by the arrangement, was bound to accept all their drafts, 
which was done, aes 


“The company having the aid of the bank and the command ` 


deri they districted the whole Western country. 
en there wasa company formed for each district, to whom 


who owned lands in the vicinity of the Kanawha - 
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salt was furnished, which company, by agreement, was bound 
to sell their salt in the bounds of their own district, and not to 


interfere with other districts; by this, it was intended go to dis- 


tribute the salt that the supply should barely meet the demand. 
This arrangement so ran up the price of salt at this time, that 
the holders of the works believed that they could so arrange it 
as to find a ready sale for all the salt that could be made, and 
increased their furnaces to 160 or 170. The company soon 
found that the supply so greatly overreached the demand, that 
the salt could not be sold immediately; the consequence of 
which was, that the company and the bank both broke at the 
end ofabout three years. On the wre€k of this company ano- 
ther one was formed, (Armstrong, Grant, andCo.) This com- 
pany, in order to reduce the supply, paid what was called a 
dead rent; that is, paid arent to the owners of the furnaces, 
and had them bound that no salt shvuld be made at them. In 
this way the number of operating furnaces wae reduced from 
160 or 170 to 40; and the 40 furnaces were lim'ted to make 
only 30 much per annum, which was about egual to eight 
months’ work for each furnace. This company again dis- 
tricted the country, sold out to companies for each district, 
and, in this way, they raised the price of salt 1332 per cent.; 
that is, from 75 cents to $1 75 per bushel in their different dis- 
tricts where it was to be sold, the company fixing the price in 
cach district. This company was aided by several banks in 
all their operations.” z 

The third piece of testimony which I produce 
was furnished anonymously in 1830, by a citizen 
of Kanawha, th: names being omitted, as it was 
not the object to attack individuals, but to expose 


asystem. It is in these words: 
“Dead wells arenow common at the Kanawha salines, and 
are giving to the place a dilapidated and melancholy appear- 
ance, and doing a real injury to the country. There are many 
of these dead wells, and monopolizers pay the owner for letting 
-them remain idle. ? k = and 3 i 2 
receive about $1,500 per annum for two dead wells. 
receives about $3,000 per annom for one. * ” about 
$1,500 per annum for another. Many others receive less or 
greater sums upon the same terms. sides dead wells, there 
are also unopened wells, whose owners are paid for not etting 


* . a 


them be dug. I know several of this kind. 7 Te- 
ceives $1,250per annum not to dig a well onhis land; * * * 
receives $1,500 annually on the same terms. ig a re- 
ceives $2,500 per annum in the same way; and I have no doubt 


others, and it is all a thing of notoriety in the neighbor- 
Before the monopoly, the price of salt was about a shil- 
and asoften under as above that 
price, and it could be got for any kird of trade; since the mo- 
nopoly, it ie fifty cents cash, and none will be sold for rêtail to 
the people of the States, except to those who will bind them- 
selves to avoid competition with the monopolizers at their de- 
pots. The company that monopolize the works are the chief 
shippers, and through their agents retail to the peeple in’ most 
of the Western States, fixing their own price, their own weight, 
and the quantity which each State 1s to have, except so far as 
they are interfered with by alum salt from New Orleans.” 
They also pay the professional borers, who bere 


not to bore 


man 
hood. n 
ling a bushel, as it ìs called, 


for salt water, as high as $600 a year, 
fer any tody. 
Mr. B. said that these three pieces of testimony 


established the existence of this monopoly as far | 


back as the year 1816; and it was notorious in the 


West that it had existed for a still lorger time, and, . 


like all other abuses, became more heartless, more 
cruel, and more oppressive, with age and time. He 
believed that in the thirty years of its existence, it 
had never been more oppressive than at present. 


He ‘would remark that he read only the testimony ' 


which applied to the Kanawha works. There was 
other testimony, which applied to the Holston 
works in Virginia, and to the monopoly of import- 
ed salt at New Orleans. A view of the salt facili- 
ties of the Western country, would show how easy 
it was for companies of speculators, combined with 
banks, to monopolize the supply of this article in 
the whole Valley of the Mississippi. Three points 
secured, would accomplish their purpose—-Kanaw- 
ha, Holston, and New Orleans. The aid of banks 
was necessary, to enable them to secure the two 
first; the aid of the Government of the United 
States was necessary, to enable them to secure the 
third. By the aid of banks, the monopolizers 
either rent all the wells, and let half of them lie 
idle, or purchase all the salt from the manufactu- 
rers, binding them to make no more than a given 
quantity. 
possessors of the domestic article, 


In either event, they become the sole | 
and then regu- | 


late its sale as they please. ‘The possession of the ; 


Kenawha and Holston works, being the great foun- 
tains of the domestic supply, enables these mono- 
polizers to domineer over all the smaller establish- 
ments, and to force or seduce them—no difficult 
task—into their cruel system. This makes them 
masters of the domestic supply. But there is 
another point to be secured—a point of danger to 
be guarded against; and here they must have the 


“aid of the Government of the United States, as well 


as of the banks: this point is New Orleans—sol: 
seaport of the West—sole point of entrance of fo- 
reign salt into the vast Valley of the Mississippi. 
Here the Government comes to their aid with its 
revenue regulations, and its duty upon foreign salt, 

t 
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-in the making of it, also, great speculation 


| 
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and gives them double and effectual aid. First, the 
duty impedes the importation of foreign talt. In the 
second place, by requiring the duty to be paid, or 
bond with American security given to pay it in 
nine months, all the imported salt is thrown into 
the hands of regraters, or monopolizers, who watch 
the arrival of the vesse's, and relieve the importer 
from all trouble about the duty and his securities 
by giving him his price for the salt, and assuming, 
advancing, or going his security for the duty. This 
duty, though now reduced to about six cents cn 
two-thirds of a bushel, is still upwards of one hun- 
dred percentum on the cost of the article; and is 
high enough toth to stint the importation, and to 
embarrass the importer. If salt was free of duty it 
would be imported in immense quantity as ballast; 
but bailast cannot be imported at one hundred per 
cent. and subject to custom-house regulations be- 
sides: if free, it would enter the river without ob- 
struction, pass up it without halt at the custom- 
house, be sold to any boat in the river, or to any 
person on the levee; would escape not only the 
burthen of the tax, but all the delays, rhe detentions, 
the expenses, and the restrictions incident to an 
imported article subject to the custom-house regu- 
lations. In this respect the amount of duty makes 
but little difference. While one cent of duty re- 
mains, it will answer the purpose of the monopo- 
lizers perfectly well; and, therefore, they are just 
as anxious to keep upa duty of six cents now as 
they were to keep up one of twenty cents ten years 
ago. Any thing, no matter how small, a cent, or 
half a cent, will answer their purpose; for a small 
duty is just as effective in stopping the salt at the 
custom-house, and throwing it into the hands of 
regraters, as a large one could be. 

From this view of the salt facilities of the West, 
it would be seen, Mr. B. said, how easy it was for 
monopolizers to command the supply of the whole 
country as long as the Government, by keeping a 
duty on foreign salt, first stinted its importation, 
and then threw what was imported into the hands 
of regraters. This was the case at present. All 
the great points of supply were secured. Banks 
which could not loan a few hundred dollars to a 
farmer or mechanic fora few months, and which 
could not pay specie in redemption of its notes; 
these banks could advance hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to enable speculators to monopolize do- 
mestic salt at the great works of the interior, and to 
intereept foreign salt at New Orleans; and thus get 
the whole into their own hands, and to oppress the 
people of ten States and Territories at their merci- 
less and heartless pleasure. ; 

Having established the fact of the salt mono- 
poly in the West, and shown it to be coeval with 
the revival of the salt tax during the late war, Mr. 
B. proceeded to show the evils of that monopoly, 
and to establish the existence of the numerous 


_ abuses, impositions, and enormities which resulted 


from it. At the head of these evils, he placed the 
abuse, or, as he should rather call it, the crime, of 
adulterating this article, which enters into the com- 
position of every thing we consume, which is 
mixed with almost every thing eaten by man or 
beast, from the bread of the one to the hay of the 
other. The adulteration of such an article is a 


i crime against man and beast—a crime against the 


wisdom and goodness of God, which have dis- 


| pensed pure salt over the earth, as the preservative 


principle of life and health. And now let us see 
how the evidence stands on this head, in relation to 
Western salt. Let us appeal to the evidence: and 


| this we find in the document No. 196, printed at 


this session, by the order of the Senate. The first 
piece of testimony which I use is taken from the 
statement, already quoted, of a citizen of Missouri, 
formerly connected with the Kanawha works, of 
which he speaks. His statement applies to 
year 1816. 

“While the monopolizers were speculating in he salo of ET 


teration. It was thought almost, or quite, egual to the mn was 


be paid for the furnaces.* The mauner o! 


ing statement told me, at his own fare thousand, bushels © $ galt 

knew them, and that this rent 
in one Hime reed weight Of tallow; that is to 
ht of tallow used for the purposes of 
the weight of the whole 


each, per annum. 
could be paid with o 
say, the hundred weig 
adulteration would make 
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anur like this: Atter the process of bo:ling fs over, the brine is 
rutinvosrawers, Ingraming off, the bittern, or bitter water, 
won'd separate from the salt; to p event this. a lump of tallow 
(whichis best, though tar is sume imes used) is thrown into 
each grainer: by this, the salt forms a kind af cup, or hollow 
substance, which retains the bitter water. This, however, is 
not sufisent to retain it all; a portion of it escapes, or runs off, 
andis caught and pat iuto the eratuers again, ail boiled until 
it is burnt and adheres to the kettle, and becomes aa white as 
chalk. This isallowed to remain on the grainers until, by the 
application of coid brine, alter being cooled from the boilers, 
being thrown into the grainers, it makes this adhesion to them 
ali mek, or dissolve into fine particles, mixing up with the sale. 
This sudstance is remarkably heavy, and is what tends, more 
than any uung else, Co give to salt its fine glossy white appearance. 
To a man who is no a judge of the manner of adulteration, 
the greater the adi 'teration the better the salt seems, from its 
frosty white fine appearance. Doubtless the community have 


oñen seen in the Kanawha salt white lumps. apparently as [| 


hard asa rock; the reason of which is this: where too much 
tallow and bitter water are combined, or have been added, and 
the consequent great heat which isnecessary to be applied to 
make the salt retain this heavy substance, the salt and the bit- 
tern become melted together, and form those lumps; these the 
makers call “tallow balis,” and are never made except by an 
over anxiety to adulterate.” 


Mr. B said that such a s'atemeni as this re- 
quired no commentary; it, in fact, admitted of 
nene., The s'atement was explicit and pointed; it 
was tha! of an eye witness; and it disp’ayed a 
horrible abuse which had no parallel except in a 
place which he would presently name. The 
peiat at present was to cerroboiate ihis statement; 
and for that purpose he would have recourse to 
several pieces of testimony contained in th+ docu- 
ment which he hid menti: ned. Prefixed to that 
document, were ‘‘thir'y queries,” eddressed by h:m- 
self to his constituents last summer on the subject 

f the salt vade of the Wes: one of which que- 
ties re ated tu the adullerativns of salt, and was 
in hese words: 

“Query 20. Do you know, or have you heard 
from c.e tible sources, of any practices amo g the 
salt makers to adulterate their salt by usirg taliow, 
or other substances 10 cause lime, or bitter water, 
or other impurities to be retained in it lo increase 
lis weight? Do you perceive inmpurities in the 
salt you nse? and if so, how do yuu de ect them ? 
by chemical analys:s, or commen observation?” 

To ihis query, many affirmative answers were 
given of whch I will read a few to the Senate: 

1, Toe answer fre m Howard county, 3 gned by 
acommitee of tiitcen cijizens of both polit.cal 

APHeS, SAVR: 

“We have been told that some of the salt makers of this 
country are inthe habit of putting tallow and euch like sub- 
stances in their salt to make it retain all the bitter water and 
ether impurities, in orderto make it weigh ae heavy as pos- 
B ble, 

2 The aawer from the colicctor of the port of 
£t L uis. Mr. Ranney, says: i 

“Bycommon observation, we can easily detect impurities in 
the K inawha salt, and we can alwaye do so to a great extent by 
ch-rical analysis.” 4 

3. The answer frem New Hope, Lincoln coun- 
ty, drawn up by a committee oi six citizens, chosen 
in a pub'ie mesing, says: 

“We have two practical sait boilers prezent, who state, when 
ga't was sold by measure, ihe measnred bushel would frequent- 
ly weigh nnt over forty pounds. When the law authorized the 
sule ot salt tebe fifty pounds to the bushel at those licks, the 
boiler were ‘en directed to put in alum and other ingredients, 
and toretainin the ssh the lime and bitter water, tu increase 
tie weight of the salt.” 

4. Tne arsver from a public meeting of the 
people in Madison cwnty, signed by their chair- 
man ard secretary, says: i i 

“That tallow is used by sait makers to adulterate their salt, 
there is nota doubt. We have it from good authority, that tal- 
low is sometimes used to retain the bitter water, sv as to increxse 
the weight of the eal; and we Kaew that, in salting pork, ashes 
are {Tequently mixed with the salt, to make it dissolve.’? 

5. The answer from a pubiic meeting in Jeffer- 
san coun'y, signed by their chairman and secre- 
tary save: 


“Bing remate from the place of manufacturing, we are un-. 


able to speak from knowledge, but from very credible sources, 
that ta:low is generally used for the purpese of ene the 
wrer water, with the view of increasing the weight of the 
salt.” . 

6. The answer from Taney county, signed by 
the comm ttee of a public meeting, says: 

“We have known, and heard from credible sources, that salt 
makers use tallow to retain bitter water in their salt, to increas 
ite weight.” : 

7. The answer from Platte county says: 

“What may be the practices resorted to, to make salt weigh 
heavy, Ido not know; but this I do know, that it frequently ap- 


Sn cial 

‘ity of salt made, equal to five thousand bushels of salt 
ari iheribie e is actualy done. Others have told me that tal. 
low wasalso'used to prevent the concretion, and adhesion to the 
sides of the ketties, of the lime which is held in solution ip 


sorme wells and springs of salt water, and so retain it in the 


pears in the most villanous shapes. I have seen it perfectly 
calcined by the fire, and as hard as brick; I have seen it poured 
so hot into the barrels as to burn the inside of the barre! to a 
eoal; and 1 have seen it again in such questionable shapes, 
stripes, and shades, that the maker himself would not know 
what to call it, and most certainly would not call it by its proper 
name, were heto call it salt.” 

8. From Pike county, signed by a committee of 
fifty, says: 

“Situated as weare, at a long distance from the Kanawha salt 
works, itis impossible for us to furnish you with an accurate 
account of the ‘practices ax ong salt makers to aduiterate 
their salt? Judging from the quality and the appearance of 
muh of the domestic salt brought here, we are satisfied that 
many gross impositions are practised in its manufacture.” 


9. From P.ke county, (Ashley:) 

“We have no doubt but that tallow is used by salt makers, to 
alniterate their salt. We have it from good authority, that 
ta'low is sometimes used to retain the bitter water, and s0 as 
to increaseljthe weight of the salt, which often renders it ne- 
cessary to put ashes with the salt, to dissolve it, in salting 
meats, &e.” 

Mr. B. said that these answers were sufficient to 
show the fact of the adulteration of salt at the great 
source of snpply for the West. That it is adulte- 
rated, and wiifaliy, and that for the purpose of 
making it weigh heavy, is universally known in the 
West, and is now proved in this chamber. The 
prircipal ingred ent in the adulteration is bittern, 
comm:nly called bitter water, a poiscnous fluid, of 
great weight, and by the re‘ention of which the 
weight of salt may be increased alm: st two to ore. 
The degree to which the adulteration actually ex 
tends, will be seen under another head of abuse, 
which I propose to examine; for the prese:t, I 
hmit myself to sayirg that the proof will establish 
an average of more than fi'ty per cent. The effect 
of this adulteration is injurious in many ways. In 
the first place, it defrauds he purchaser in the 
measure, or quantity, of salt which he receives. In 
the next place, it injures the salı itse f, mingles an 
an ingredient with it which premo‘es putrescence, 
and otten occasions the loss of provisions, and en- 
dargers health in many instances. In the third 
place, it injures the character of Western bacon, 
beef, and pork, in foreign markets, and does essen- 
tial injury to that branch of Western trade. 

Mr B. could not quit th's part of his subject 
wi'hout remarking that the salt wa er of all springs 
and wel s, held many foreign substances in solu- 
tion; the separation of which wa- carefully enforced 
by the laws of most countries where salt was arti- 
ficially made. In our own country, in the State of 
New York, an inspector and supervisor of salt 
works are appointed by Jaw, to guard bovh the 
measure and the purity of the article, and wh» had 
officially reported to the Legislature of the Stvte, 
twelve months ago, the difficulty and a'most entire 
impossibili y, with all their care, of totally prevent 
ing adulteration. An extract from ther report 
may be sen in the salt document, No. 196, cf :he 
present session. The English have severe statu- 
tory regulations on the subj- ct, and officers always 
present toerfirce them; who. besides all possibie 
care to preveat adu'teration, ofien had recourse to 
chemical analysis, the only in all.b!e test, to ascer- 
tan the purity of the article atier it was made; and 
condemned it if any foreign ingredi-nt should be 
detected. The document, No. 196, c :niainsa no- 
tice of all these regu'ationsin England, to guard 
the purity of their sa!t, and to save the com.nunity 
from the mischiefs of adulteration, This teing the 
case-—hesalt water itselfcontaining imputities difti- 
cult to be separated from the sa t—it being the in- 
terest of the manufacturer to retain these impuri- 
ties—and the presence of laws and officers being 
hardly sufficient to protect the purity of the manu- 
facture; this being the care with boiled salt, where 
there is law to regulate it, how must it be where 
there is no law, and where the owner cf the we ls, 
disregarding his true interest, surrenders his pro- 
perty to monopolizers to treat it asthey please, and 
10 practiseevery species of abuse to weil the pro- 
fits of a brief leas? That an adulteration of fifty 
per cent. is to take place under such circumstan- 
ces, is just as naturally to be expected, as it is here 
fully proved. 

The next abuse resulting from this monopoly, 
which Mr. B. would bring to the notice of the Se. 
nate, was in the measure, or. as it was practised in 
the West, ir the weght of this article. Universally 
over the West salt was sold by weight, instead of 
measure; and fifiy pounds were allowed to the 
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bushel, not by any law in Missouri, but the law of 
the company itself. This arbitrary measure wag 
copied from the custom-house, where it was insidis 
cusly introduced, as explained in the report on the 
fishing bounties, by General Hamilton, in the year 
1792, in order to increase the product of ihe salt 
revenue, by diminish-ng the size of the bushel, 
Thus introduced through the custom-house, where 
fifiy-six pounds was the standard of the bushel, the 
monopolizers had reduced it to fifty, and app'ied it 
to every kind of sa't, notwithstanding the d fference 
of its specific gravity. Thus, the sun-made galt 
which weighs eighty-four pounds to the me asured 
bushel, was sold fifly pounds for the bushel; thus 
defrauding the purchaser of thirty-four pounds in 
every bushe!; and thus the Kanawha salt, which, 


' dry and pure, would weigh about fifty pounds to 
` the measured bushel, was so increased in weight by 


adulteration, that a half bushel measure would hold 
the fifiy pounds. In the measure, four difftrent 
species of imposition occurred, the joint effect of 


- Which were to reduce the nominal bushel to about 


one peck. The first wasia the bitter water, which 
was equal to fitty per cent. upon an average, ofad- 
ditional weight. The s*cond was in the d:fference 
between “lick weight” and true weight, the diffe- 
rence being irom ten to twenty percent and the 
purchaser bound to purchase at ‘li k weight,” or 
pay the difference, if re-weighed. The th-rd was 
in the tare allowed for the weight of the barrel; 
twenty-five pounds being the allowance, while from 
thirty-five to fifty pounds was the real we'ght. The 
four h was in the wastage and leakage from expo- 
sure, the barrels being breught down the Ohio river 
in open boats, exposed to every weather, ard after 
arriving at the place cf sale, still lying out in the 
open air, on the ground, exposed to sun ard rain in 
summer, and to rain, hai!, sleet, snow, and mud in 
the winter. From all these causes, the quantity of 
salt was so reduced in the nominal bushel, that 
when the purchaser had paid fora bushel, he had 
received but a peck! 

. Mr. B. then read numerous quotations from the 
salt documen!, No. 196 consisting of answers to 
his queries from the 7/h to the 141th inclusive, which 
tully established a'l] that he had said in relation to 
the false measure by which sa!t was sold in the 
Wes. To enable the Senate to beter comprehend 
the answers. he 1ead the queries first to which they 
appled. The queries were: 


“7. When sold by the barrel, is salt sold according to the real 
weight at the time of sale, or according to the weight marked 
upon the barrel when first filled, commonly called lick 
weight? 

8. Is the real weight generally, or always below the marked 
weight? Andifso, what is the usual difference, and what the 
greatest difference that you have heard or know of? What is the 
tare allowed for the arrel, and what its real weight? 

9 Are the barrels sometimes exposed in the open air to the 
sun and rain, either while coming to market, or waiting sale, so 
as to add wastage fiom such exposure to defective weight from 
drying and leaking? 

10. Is an increased price demanded f r the salt if re-weigheds 
And. if so, whai is the usual amount of the increase? 

ý 1L Mow many busiicis by weight are usually marked on a 
arre 

12: How many measured bushels would the same barrel cous 
tah: 

13, After deducting for wastage, leakage, end drying, how 
many measured bushels does a barrel usua'ly contain? And 
what is the lowest quantity it has been known to contain? 

14, What would be the weight ofa measured bushel of each 
variety of salt in your neighborhood?” 

‘The answers 10 these queries weje: 

1. From the Surveyor of th- port at St. Louis: 

“7. It ia generally sold by the weight barked on the barrel, 
but sometimes by re weight. ; 

8. The aetual weight is almost always less than the marked 
weight. I kave known it to Jose in weight from 20 i0 
pounds on the single harrei. 

9. It is generally exposed to the weather, without warehous- 
ing until the artigle is disposed of by theagent, ` 

10. When saltis re weighed. it is sold from 10 to 15 percent. 
above the price when taken atthe lick weight. 

11, The barrels atthe lick weigh from 275 to 400 pounds, 
and average from 5 to 74 bushels. 

12 Thesame barrels would contain, in measure, from 3 to 4% 
bushela. 

13. Thavenot known a barrel of Kanawha salt to hold lers 
than 3 measured bushels, nor more than4$ measured bushels; 
25 pounds only are allowed for the tarc or weight of the barre! 
when empty; butitsactual weight is trem 35 to 50 pounds. 

l4 Kanawha salt weighs 75 pounds to the measured bushel, 
and foreign soarse sail about 67 pounds ta the measured bu 

el. 

2 From Pike county: 

“8. Betweenthe real weight and the marked weight. there 
is, we believe, invariably a cifference; sometimas the difference 
is not more than 15 to 26 pounds in the barrel; but when the salt 
has been kepton hand for some time, we have known barrels 
to fal) short fom 60 to 60 porads. 
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9, In relation to the manner in which the galt is treated when 
coining to market, We cannot! answer, only trom report; we, 
how ever, believe that we hazard nothing when saying that it is 
frequently, if not most usually, exposed not only to the open 
air, but to the eun and rain; and, when the saltis received, by 
far the largest proportion of the barrels bear atrong evidence of 
having been roughly handled and much abused.’ 


3. From Howard county: 

“8. The real weight is always lesa than the weight marked 
upoa the barrels. The usual lossis from twenty-five to seventy- 

s. 

g Thee galt sold in thiscountry generally lies out exposed to 
all kinds of weather, ftom thetime it is brought to the country 
until it is sold to the consumer. , 2 

10. An increased price is always demanded when weighed to 
the purchaser. Twenty-five per cent. is about the usual ad- 
vance asked between lick weight a d the real weight. ; 

11. They are variously maiked to contain from five to nine 
D 


ushels. 

12. From two anda half to three and a half. 

14, We suppose from two to three. With respect to the 
. smallesi quantity a barrel has been known to Contain, we have 
no particular information. 


14. A measured bushel of Missouri mate or Kanawha salt | 


weighs about fifty pounds, when made dry and pure. As com- 
monly made, it weighs from eighty to one hundred pounds.” 

4. From Jefferson county: 

“7, In selling by the barrel, it is customary to sell by the 
lick weights; but if reweighed, a higher price is universally 
demanded. 

8 The real weight is always below the weight marked at the 
heks; generally about 15 per cent. 

9. They are frequently exposed on board of boats, and almost 
aways at the landings and place of sale. 

10. The increased price when re-weighed is from 12} to 25 
cents per bushel. 

11. About six bushels, or 300 lbs. is the usual mark on the 
barrels. 7 

12. The same- barrel would contain about three and a half 
measured bushels—not exceeding that. 

13. Itis almost an impossibility to estimate the loss per har- 
relfor Kanawha salt, the wastage, leaking, and drying of dif- 


ferent barrels of salt is so different; but we may safely eatimate | 


. the lowest quantity at about two bushels.” 


5. From Plate county: 

_ “Answer to questions 7, 8, and 9. When sold by the barrel, 
it is sold by the St. Louis weigh’, and generally falls short of 
the real weight about. 10 per cert have known barrels 
marked 400 pounds to weign but 300; and have known barrels 
not more than two-thirds full to be imposed on the consumer 
(he knowing the fact) as full barrels, and the consnmer was 
compelled to take it or dv- without; they are frequently ex- 
posed toall the inclemency of the wearer at all seasons of the 
year, and lose according to the original dryness or wetness of 
the aalt when made. : 

Answer to question 10. An increased price ts always de- 
manded if the salt is re-weighed, depending entirely on the ¢a- 
price of the seller. , 

Answer to questions 11, 12, and 13. The barrels are of dif- 
ferent sizes. and hoid from 500 to 800 pounds, and measure 
from two and a half to four bushels, making the necessary al- 
Jowance between very dry and very wet salı.” 

6 F.om Pike ce woty: - 

ae selling by the barrel, the lick weight is the weight 
sold by. 
8. We believe the real weight fe always below the lick 
weight; generally it is from 19 to 29 per cent. below. 

9. They are in most places; and such exposure, no doubt, 
contributes to the defective weight. a 

10. Salt is offered fur sale, according to the lick weight, by 
the barrel. I re-weighed. an increased price is demanded, of 
from 12} to 37} cents per bushel. 

11. From 54 to 6 bushels, by weight, is usually marked on 


each barrel. 


12. The same barrel would contain from 3 to 3$ measured 


, bushels. 
"+13. Frem2g to 3 measured bushels; and sometimes as low as 
. 2 bushels. 


14. Kanawha salt usually weighs from 80 to 90 pounds the 
measured bushel.” - 

T. From Jackson county: 

"6. Rait ie sold here by weight, fifty Ibs. to the bushe!; and 
50 Ibs. (the bushe!).of the salt, which J tried, (without pressing) 
measured’ } 88 5952 5 1C00000:hs solid irches, making 4 gal- 
lots 1.4632 10000.hs quart, dry measure, which is but very lit- 
tle-over half a measured bushel. Therefore, when Falt is two 


Ao}lare the 50 lbs we have to pay at the rate of $3 624 the mea- 
sured b 


ashel. Thisis oppression in a free country; this is the 
frukt of the tariff. < ae 
7. In selling by the barrel, the weight of the barrel and the 


. pett weight of salt is eome:imes, and most commonly, placed on 


the barrel; but the weight of the barre} is marked much less than 
its real weight. , 

They make no deduction for the drying of the salt. One 
barrel | particularly weighed out, and it lost twenty pounds; 
sag 1 am credibly informed that some have lust as much as 

ay. 

8 Fror Platte county. 


“7. Generally sold at lick weight. allowing 25 pounds tare 
for the barrel, whereas the barrel frequently weighs considera- 


_ bly more. 


8. The real weight is nearly always be'ow the marked weight 
from the sinallest difference up to 75 prouuds; more generally, 
from 30 to 50 pounds 


: 27..Webave koown ofa barrel being sold at lick weight, 


f where the head had been hurst and about one-thirdof the salt had 
`> peen spilled and destioyed ; the supply being insufficient, 


. Don 


the purchaser was compeiled to take at the lick weight, or 
0.” . 


9 © Statıment. f the honorable Mr Lyon, of Kentucky. 


2 That, being a member of a mercantile house, which received 


-a quantity of salt from the Kanhwha Salt Company, to sell on 


oe commision, in the years 1826 and 1827, with instructions to sel! 


pi 


at the original mark, orlick weight, finding many of the barrels 


~sogreatly deficient in weight, varying from 10 to 20 per cent. the 
J: Re-weighed and sold a quantity at the -real weight; that, when 


the agent of the company came on, hè was dissatisfied, and said 
js was thoir custom to sell sleewhere at the original mark, and 


:! county by the bushel at one dollar anı! fifty cents. 


—_——<— 


- time. 


Repeal of the Salt Tax—Mr. Benton. 


that it must be so sold there; which they refused to de. The 
agency and the ealt on hand, were transferred to other hande; 
anal that he has great reason to believe, the necessities of the 
neople, in many instances, co: pelled them to purchase the de- 
ficient barrels at their marked weight.” . 


10. Fiom Buchanan ecunty: 
“7. When sold by the barrel, it is sold by the weight 
marked upon the barrel, comm«nly called lick weight. 


8. The real weight is always below the marked weight, and 
the usual difference is about 40 pcunds onthe barrel. The 
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greatest difference we have heard of is 70 pounds on the : 


barrel. 


9. The barre!s are always exposed to the sun, rain, and at- . 


mosphere, either while coming to market or waiting sale. 

10. An increased price is always demanded, if reweighed, 
which increase is 25 cents on the bushel. 

11. The number of bushels marked on a barrel is generally 
seven. 

12. The same barr: 1 would contain four measured bushels. 

13. A barrel usually contains three and a half measured 
bushels, alter deducting for wastage, leakage,anddrying. The 
lowest quantity such b.rrel has been known to contain is three 
bushels. 

14. The weight of a measured bushel of the Kanawha or do- 
mastic ealt could not be less than 94 pounds, supposing 84 
pounds to be the weight of a measured bushel of pure alum sun 
made salt.” 


Mr. B. here ceased his quotations, not because 
he had read all, but because he had read enough 
toshow by what measure the monopolizers were 
now selling salt to the people of the West. He 
begged the Senate to observe, and to mark well, 
the complicati-n of the cheatin the measure. It 
was so complicated that it required a careful consi- 
deration to d-tect the whole of it. First, 50 pounds, 
atthe lick, was countel fora bushel. Secondly, 
five of these bushels were put iit) a twoan'a 
half bushel barrel, six of them were put inio a 
three bushel barrel, and nine of them into a four 
and a half bushel barrel. Thirdly, 50 per cent. 
on an average of these 50 pound bushels, were 
hitter water and lime. Fourthly, an average of 
20 per cent. was wasted out of the barrel be‘ore it 
was sold, Fifihly,from 15 to 25 pounds of every barrel 
was in wood, bing the w ual actual weigh: cf the 
barrel above the tare allowed for it. The result 
of such measurement was to give about one peck 
of pore salt for the nominal and pretended bushel. 

Having thus shown the quality of the salt sold 
in the West, and the quantity all wed fora bushel, 
Mr. B next proceeded to the nataral inquiry of 
the price; ant went on to Show what was the pric: 
paid for suck bushels of such salt. For this pur- 
‘pose he again had recourse to the testimony con- 
tained in decument No. 196 authenticated, he re- 
reated, by the sgnatnres of more than 390 respre- 
table names, which might be increased to more 
than 300,000—to as many, in fect, as there were 
purchasers of salt in the ten States and Territories 
of the West. He then quoted from the document 
in answer to the queries 5 and 6: 

These are the querie:: l 

“5: What isthe present felling price of difierent kinds of 
salt in your neighhorhond. by the single bushel? and what has 
been its higheat and also 1ts lowest price by the single bushel at 
anv time within the laat five or ten years? 

6 What isthe price by the barrel? and also what is the high- 
est and what the lowoat price by the barrel at any time within 
several years pasi?” 

And the:e ‘he answers: 

1 From Howard county: 

“5. Kanawha and Missouri made salt ts now selling in this 
No other 
kind, of consequence. in the county, We have known it to vary 
m price, within the last ten years, from seventy-five cents to 
three dollars per bushel. 

6. I. is now selling in Favette, by the barrel, at ninety-six 
cents per bushel. The variation in price by the barrel has been 
about the same as stated in the preceding answer by the 
bushel.” A 

2. From New Hope, Lincoln county: 

“4, In our section of the country we have but one salt mer- 


chant, who is anagent employed by the Kanawha Salt Com- +: 


any. 
P the present price per single bushel of fifty pounds is 
#1 25; the highest price $2 50; the lowest 623 cents.” 

3. From Callaway eounty: 
+ “Answer. The present price of salt by the single bushel is 
81 75; the highest price $2 75; the lowest $1. 

Anawer. The present price by 
$1 25; highest price was $2, an 

4. From C av county: 

“5, Kanawha, $1 50; ground alum, $1 73; Turk’s Island, 
$—. Highest p ice. within the last five years, $2; lowest, $1, 
for Kanawha. in the year 1836. A i 

6. By the barrel, re-weighed, $1 25; lick weight. $1 12}. 
Lowest price by the barrel, 934 cents; most generally, $1. When 
sold for cash, $1 123.” 

5. From Jackson coun'y: 

t5. Kanawha salt is selling at $1 50 per bushel at the present 
Ground alum salt 18 selling at present at $2 6. 
wha, within the last five years, has been as high as $2 50 per 
bushel, ands lowas $1 per bushel. Ground alum has been 
sold generally at about $2 per bushel, within the abovenamed 
tim ; 


6. The price by the barrel at present is $1 25 for Kanawha 


the lowest 874 cents.” 


Kana. ; 
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which is the only kind sold by the barrel. The lowest price 
within the last five years has been about $1 per bushel by the 
barrel.” 

6 From Madison courty: 

“5. By thesingle bushel it isselling at present $1 50. Last 
winter it was $2, and ior several years past has not been lower 
than si pei bushel. 

. By the barrel at $1 12}; the highest pri 75, tl t 
ery cents. 3; ghest priee $1 75, the lowes 
7. From Cape Girradeau county: 

“5th. The price of salt at present for Kanawha is $1 26; (in 
second hands, the agents selling only by the barrel.) The 
Price, however, varies much from circurnstances, it being the 


| object of the company to prerent the importation of foreign 


salt; they, therefore, regulate their prices in reference to that 
object. For instance: when treighis are low, they put down 
the price of their saltto 50 or 6 $ cenis per bushel; and when 
freights are high, or the navigation obstructed, the price is 
raised to $lLor $l 25per bushel. Thus, tno, it has happened 


| that,atNew Madrid for instance, where the navigation is al- 


most always open, the company’s ealt has been sold at 50 cents; 
when, at the same time, at places within one hundred miles on 
the river, where the navigation was obstructed, the price has 
been put up to $1 or $l 25, 

6th. 75 cents. The hizhcst $1; the lowest 624 cents.” 

8. From Greene connty: 


“4. There is but one salt merchant in our section of the State, 


; except when sold by him to our immediate traders. 


5. The hight st price general'y paid here for a single bushel 
(50 pounds) is $3, and the lowest $1 75.” 

9. From Miler courny: 

‘5, Present price is $1374 per bushel for Kanawha and sa- 
line; for alum, $l 50 per bushel; lowest, September Ist, 1838, 
$l; highest, Ist of February, 1:39, $2 50 per bushel of 50 
pounds, lik weight. 

6. $1 25 per oushel, by the barrel, lick weight; difference for 
several years {rom 75 cents to $2 50 per bushel, by the barrel, 
lick weight.” 

10. From Taney county: 

“Sth. From $3, to $3 50 is the present selling orice hy the sin- 
gle bushel, ant $3 by the barrel. Within the last five years 
it has been ag high as $5, and as low as $2. 

6th. $3 by the barrel, and has been as high as $5; the low- 
est $2 50.” 

11. From Benton county: 

“Sth. From $1 124 to $1 50, with an addition of 12} cents 
per bushel for reweighing.” 

12. From Buchanan countr: 

“5. The present selling price, by the bushel, je $2 25; and the 
highest price in this part of rhe country, has been $3 per bushel, 
and the lowest has heen 75 cents per bushel. 

“6. The present selling price, when sold by the barrel, is $2 
per bushe'; the highest price, during the last ten years, has 

een $2 50 per bushel, and the lowest 75 cents per bushel.” 

13. From the Hon. Mr. Miner of Missoari, of 
the House of Representatives: 


“As it regards the price of salt in Missouri, I can only say I 


| was informed by gentlemen of high respectability, that, from 


early in the month of November, 1838, and curing the ensuing 
winter, salt sole in Boon, Howard, and other central and western 
counties of Missouri, atthe onerous rates of from $2 50 to $3 
per bushel, or 50 pounde; and Ihave, further underst: od, that 
the article of saii sold, ducing the same periods, in Wiskonsin 
and Iowa Territories, at from $5 to $6 per bushel. This op- 
presaive state of things was produced, as I have the best reason 
to believe, from the fact, that the article of salt, at the time here 
spoken of, was mainly heid and monorolized in Missouri, and 
someof the ather Western States and Tertitories,by the Kana- 


| Wha Salt Company.” 


14. From the Hon. Mr. Chapman, delegate in 
Congress fiom Iowa; being answers to questions 
put by him to merchants in ‘hat Territory: 


“Burnzineton, I. T. November 3, 1889. 

“CSNTLEMEN: By answering the following questions, you 
may perhaps lend some aid towards remedying the eviis of the 
salt monopoly, and its consequence, the very high price of gait 
in this country. 

Question |. What was the highest price of salt in Burlington 
during the last winter? > 

Answer. £6 per bushel. 

Question 4. Are you nat the agents of the salt company, and 
bound by their directions in fixing the price? 

Answer. We are. 

Quesiion 5. Have you not been recently directed by the go- 


tı neral agent of the company to raise the price of salt? If #0, to 


whatextent, and on what account? 

Answer. We were directed as ahove to raise, and have done 
so. The rise was 25 cents on the bushei; es the. gent said, on 
account of high freights. 

Question 6. Is freight higher now than for two or three 
monthe past? 

Answer. [t is not. 

Question7. Was the salt upon which you have raised the 
price freighted recently? 

Answer. Freighted in June, when the water was high, and 
freight jow; down to 7 > cents per barrel. 

Question 8. What quantity have you on hand upon which 


: you have raised the price and when freighted? 


the barrel. at lick weight, is -: 


Answer. 200 barrels on hand, freighted in June, when freight 
was low. 

Question 9. Have you not sold at a lower price than your 
present, a considerable quannty of salt freighted at the same 
price asthat on hand, upon which you have raised? 

Answer. We have. 

Messrs. Samson, BRIDGEMAN, AND Co.” : 

Having made these quot.tiors of pres of salt 
in cifferent parts of the West, Mr. B. went on to 
compare the price of the article wi h its measure 
and its quality; and, taking the whole Piai to 
ascertain what was the real price paid for as much 
pure salt as would make & measured buvhel. He 
affirmed that ifwasas clear, frem the evidence he 

' had read, as any proposition iR Euclid, that what 
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was sold tor a bushel of sait Wes not more than a 
peck; and this he demonstrated in several different 
ways. First, he said, the nominai bushel cf 50 
pounds was but half a measured bushel; and this 
was proved by all the testimony in relation to the 
capacity of the darreis; fer all this testimony 
proved that the barrels which were marked five 
bushe's, or six bushels, or nine bushels, could in 
reality, hold no mere than two anda half bushels, 
three bushels, or fourand ahalf. This at once 
reduced the nominal bushel to half a bushel, or 
two yecks. Then came the adulieration, which 
was proved to add from 25 to 30 pounds to every 
50: this would have to be deducted from the two 
pecks, and would reduce it 50 per cent, or to one 
peck and a half. Then came the wastage, dryage, 
leakage, and the weight of the barrel over and 
above what was allowed for the tare; and all this 
might be safely rate] at half a peck: and thus the 
evidence was complete, that what was sold fora 
barre! of six bushels «f Kanawha salt was in re- 
ality no more than six pecks! what th27 called a 
bushel was a peck ! and thus, all the prizes quoted 
must be understcod as applying to pecks, and not 
to bushels. This rule would give twenty-four dol- 
lars a bushel for salt in Wiskonsin, and as high as 
twelve, cr sixteen dollars a bushel for salt in Mis- 
souri. ‘It would make the common rates in Mis- 
souri range from four to eight dollars a bushel! 
Subjected to a chemical analysis, and Mr. B. un- 
dertook to say that his conclusions would be veri- 
fied to the letter. He wished to see it tried; he 
wished to sce the test applied, and the experiment 
made. Let any one in the West purchase a bar- 
rel of this sait at lick weight; let it be analyzed, 
and the pure salt measured by the bushel measure; 
and the result would be that six peck measures 
would hold the contents of a six bushel barrel, lick 
weight; and so on of all the other barrels from the 
lowest to the highest. A barrei marked five 
bushels, would yield five pecks; cne marked 450 
pounds, or nine bushels, would yield nine pecks! 
and to this imposition the people of the West 
are forced to submit; their only relief being in the 
free importation of foreign salt, which the Federal 
Government refuses to permit. 

The fake measure being established, and the de- 
ficient quantity proved, Mr. B. said there was 
another way to test the quality of this salt, and that 
was from its capacity, or rather incapacity, to pre- 
serve beef or pork in the pickled state, or to make 
bacon, which would bear exportation, or to pre- 
serve butter, which js to be long kept. The que- 
ries were directed to this point, and the answers 
were all explicit, and in the negative, Bacon for 
home use, with the help of drying and smoking, 
and much care, mightbe made with it; but no 
such bacon could go to the South; and as for 
pickled beef and pork, it would not answer in any 
climate. All such beef ard pork was excluded 
from the army and navy of the United States by 
express regulations; and the character of all Wes- 
tern salted provisions was injured in the market by 
the suspicion of being put up with domestic salt. 
In proof of this, Mr B. referred toa leiter from a 
merchant in Philadelphia, to be seenat page £0, 
of th? salt document, which, after giving an ac- 
count of a quantity of Western bacon, which 
spoiled on the hands of the purchaser, said: 

“Dealers and consumers Lere entertain the opinion that meat 
put up with domesticsalt isdangerous to meddle wiih. Per- 
sons ahere, who saw the said bacon and hams spoiled in 
the hogsheails, ascribed it tobe the inferior quality of the 
domestic salt that had been used; instunces were sluted that 
dime had heen put arith such salt by the manufacturers, to 
improve its color. From these or other causes the packers of 
the West have experienced ruinous losses enough from spoiled 
hacon and hams to convince them of the necessity of applying 
more sea salt, and using more care in curing properly their 
salted provisions.” 

The next point in this history of the salt mono- 
poly inthe West to which Mr. B. called the aiten- 
tion of the Senate, was the mode of conducting the 
trade by means of districting and allowancing the 
country, with general and special agents to seper- 
intend the sales, and to see that all the regulations 
prescribed by the moropolizers should Le strictly en- 
foreed. This wasa curious head of inquiry, and 
the testimony upon it should be full and explicit. 
T'he 231 of the queries applied to this point, and 


was in these words: ; 
“23. Do you know, or have you heard from credible sources, 


of any arrangements among salt makers and monopolists to dis- 
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trict the country for the sale of their salt, or to have the exec/t- 
sire supply within certain limits; and, if so, the ‘particulars 
which have come to your knowledge.” 

The answers wer. : 


1. From the-committee in Howard county: 

“23. It has been represented to us, by one of the salt mer- 
chants of this county, that the members of the Kenawnha salt 
monopoly each hasa cerwin district of country allotted to him, 
with a certain alloxance efsalt, and with a fixed price upon it. 
For instance: the country lying upon the Missouri river is al- 
lotted to one, that upon the Upper Mississippi to another, Cum- 
berland river to a third, Tennessee river toa fourth, and so en.” 

2. From the Surveyor and Collector of the port 


of St. Louis: 


“23. Tdo not know of any arrangement entered into by salt ; 


companies for the present supply; but 1 do know that one salt 

company, for which Mr. Fielder isthe agent, furnishes both the 

States of Missouri and Tilingis exclusively.” , 
3. From a committee of fiity members at Loui- 


sianaville, Pike county: 

E24, 22,53, 24, and 25. From common report, and from the 
authority of the agents selected forthe sale of Kanawha salt, we 
are of opinion, nay, bound to believe, that there has been a 
company formed fr the manufacture and saie of saitin the 
Western and Southwestern Siates; and that this company, by 
means of its local and travelling ageits, do, to a considerable 
and injurious extent, monopolize not oniy the manufacture, but 
the saie of that description of salt. We also believe that the 
company restricts the manufacture of salt to such quantites as 
will be barely sufficient to supply the demand at the various 
points at which itisdeposited with their agents, thereby insur- 
tng a ready cash sale for all manufactured within the year, at a 
very handsome profit; thatthe various portions or the Western 
end Southwestern States have keen districted by the salt com- 
pany; and that particular sections or districts have been allotted 
to particular individuala, whose business it is to inquire into the 
probable demand for salt, to superintend its delivery and sale, 
and to report, for the action of the managers, such matter as is 
calculated to promote concert of action, and more eflectually to 
carry out the views of the monopolists.”’ 

4. From a public meeting in Jackson county: 

23. We have understood that it is the practico of the me- 
nopolizers to district the country for the sale of their sait, and 


believe, from the arrangement of their agencies in this part of | 


Missouri, that their objectis the exclusive control of the arti- 
cle; thereby regufating the quantity and price, to the prejudice 
of the community, and to the personal aggrandisement of the 
company, which has been their practice for the last tweuty 
years, throughout the entire Western country.” 

5 From a public meeting in Greene county: 

«25, Wehave heen credibly informed that the agents of the 
Kanawha Salt Company are instructed mot to sell salt under a 
certain price; and that these agencies are established in all the 
commercial towns in this State.” 

6. From another public meeting in the same 


county: 

‘23. Our section of the State is districted out by the salt mo- 
nopoly, and they have established their agency one mile below 
Warsaw, in Benton county, Missouri.” 

7. From Platte county: 

“Answer to questions 21, 22, 23, 24, and 25. Asa fact it is 
well known, and is only doubted by those interested in the saie 
of falt, that there isa perfect understanding with all the great 
western salt makers as to price and quantity; they have it all 
their own way; give us what they please, and when they please: 
the only check we have on them is the foreign salt. If they 
could only get rid of competition with that article, most de- 
plorable indeed would be the condition of the consumer. 
Thirty years back, before the invention of steam-navigation, 
I have known salt of the mast base description sold in the 
West at ten cents per pound; and the same state of case 
would exist at this moment, but for the competition ef forei 
salt. Wein the far and distant West, on the very verge of civi- 
zation, certainly have difficulties and expense sufficient, to 
contend with the strong and boiling Mississippi and Missouri, 
without adding to our burdens a duty on salt, benefiting no one 
but the maker and monopolizer.” i 

8. From a public meeting at Rocheport, in 


Boone cevunty: 

“The Kanawha salt is sent here by the salt company, and 
deposited with their agents to sell Yor them, at certain points 
along the river; never subject to competition; and is, to all in- 
tents and purposes, a monopoly.” 

9. From a committee in Buchanan county: 

“The selling of the Kanawha or domestic salt in this country 
isa monopoly, and is confined to but one company, Curtis and 
Riley; at Liberty, Clay county, who have the exclusive privi- 
lege of selling the article in four large and populous counties, 
viz Clay, Clinton, Platte, and Buchanan; which counties con- 
tain, altogether, upwards ocftwenty thousand inhabitants.” 

«23, We know that a proposition has been made by ths compa- 
ny at Liberty, alluded to in our answer to the fourth question, 
to an individual in this county, the object of which was to make 
this county a discrict in which he was to be allowed the exclu- 
sive privilege of selling the domestic salt for and on behalf of 
that company.” 

10. From Howard county: 

“The business of selling salt in this county is not subject 
to that general competition which governs and regulates other 
business of the country, but may justly be considered a mo- 
nopoly ; there being but one salt merchant now in the town of 
Fayette, where we have some eight or ten mercantile houses.” 

Il. From S:. Louis: 

“4 and 5. Kanawha salt is furnished by a company residing 
out of the State, through an agent, (Mr. Fielder, of Louisvulle,) 
and does not reach us through the legitimate channel of trade, 
and is known to be a concerted monopoly. Mr. Fielder has re- 
cently removed to, and resides in, St. Louis, and isthe sole salt 
merchant for the sale of country salt in the market.” 

12. From Pike county: 

“l4, Thearticle of Kanawha salt, the one of most general 
vse in the country, and in the sale of which the agricultural por- 
tion ofour community is most deeply interested,is not “subject te 
poneral competition,” but istoall intents and purposes a monopo- 

'y in the hands ofa particular house, under the supervision and 
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control ofthe salt company, either in Lovisvilie, Kentuck 
th: Kanawha works; and so adroitly do this company oe 
their operations, that in the spring season, when the waters acc 
flush, and the navigation of the rivers easy, they, by means a 
their own boats, deposite with some one house, at the most ot 
minent points along the river, a quantity of their salt, sufficient 
to meet the wants of the country; where it most usually a 
mains on deposite until late in the fall, or the closing of the vie 
by ice: then, if the stock of the other varieties of salt happens 
to he light, this company never fail to turn their forecast ne 
profitable account, and to avail themselves of the necessities of 
to obtain an exorbitant price for their salt. In the other varie 
ties of sal: thereis a coneral competition; but they are as yet a 
little used by agriculinrists, and the quantity sold is so small 
tha :heir price isan object ofno great importance to the com. 
munity, nor can ithave much influence on the extensive Opera. 
tions of the salt company.” 

13. From Clay county: 

“4. The selling of Kanawha. salt is a monopoly, and fonr. 
fifths of the salt used in this section of the State is of this kind 
There is only one out of sixteen stores in this place that is ale 
Jowed tosell this sa!t,and this house has the agency for the 
whole county. Thetrade in this description of silt forthe en- 
tire West, as we understand, isin the hands of Messrs. Fielder 
and Co. They have purchased, we are informed, the whele 
quantity made atthe Kanawha works, in Virginia, The agency 
in thie place sellas they are directed by the company, and fre. 
quently rise in the price of the article. The seline of the other 
descriptions of saltis free for other merchants; but the price 
is ao high below, that few bring the article on. Previous to 
some time inthe year 1837, the salt trade was open to ail the 
merchants, and most of them kept the article. It was then 
sold at a small but certain profit, which justified them in keep- 
ing a supply. The merchants are now effectively kept ontof 
the trade, and that branch of commerce is to them, in effect, as 
absolutely interdicted as it could be by the power of any de. 
spotic Government. Ttistrue, they could purchase salt in St. 
Louis at seventy-five cents pet bushel, (the present price by the 
barrel,) but, the freight being added, they could not possibly 
compete with the agency here, as they would, in the first 
place, kave to purchase of the agency there.” 


14. From Jackson county: 


“4. For the last few years the sale of salt has heen confined 
to two merchants, one of whom is a reguiar agent. for a salt 
company, and is governed in his sales by instructions from 
said company, and might for the last few years be considered a 
monopoly. ' 


15. From Madison county: 


“4. The Kanawha salt that comes to this part of the country, 
is deposited by the salt company with their agents to sell, at cer- 
tain points along the river: is no: subject to competition, and ia 
to all intents and purposes, a monopoly. 


16. From Cape Girardeau county: 
“4th The Kanhawa salt is sold exclusively by the agents of 


. the salt company, whose establishments are confined to the 


river. Applications have been made to the company for the 
establishment of agencies in the interior, which have been de- 
clined, alleging that it would subject them to too munich incon: 
venience in collecting, thereby compelling the citizens of thein- 
terior to go to the river for their supplies, some of whom are 
obliged to travel from fifty to seventy-five miles for salt. In 
this village we have no agent for the company, and but two or 
three inthe county. Our merchants, however, usually keep 
on kand asmall stock of foreign salt. Tam not aware thatthe 
sales ofthe agents are confined to any particular limits.” 


17. From Taney county: 


“dth. Tt is a monopoly in the hands ofa few. We get our sill 
principally from Boonville, from agents ofthe Kanawha comps 
ny, who supply the southwestern part of Missouri.” 


18. From Platte county: 

“4. Tt isa monopoly, so far as we know, of one company, wih 
two asenciesin Platte county.” 

Mr. B. would extend his quotations to one addi- 
tional head, to show that, with all these impositions 
in the salt trade of the West, there was still one 
more evii to be added—the evil of scarcity—the 
evil of an insufficient supply, with a rigorous ex- 
action of ready money, and the consequent injury 
to stock and provisions, for want of an adeqaate 
supply, and the duresse of the purchaser, in the 
hard necessity he was under to take what he cowd 
get, and on such terms as the cruel company pre- 
scribed. The supply was insuficient; and this 
very insufficiency was necessary to complete the 
success of the general plan. Three of the queries 


applied to this point, and were: 

“27, Have the people in your part of the country ever becn 
go necessitated for salt as to be obliged to submit-to Imposition 
and to take such as they could get, at such price and measure as 
me monopolist chose to preseribe, and of such quality as they 
offered? 

28. Is salt sald or bartered for produce in your part of the 
country, or only for ready money? 

29. Would the people of your part of the country 
salt, if they could get it cheaper, and of good quality, 
measure?” 


Without following the answers to these queries 
county by county, Mr..B. would limit himself to 
a few quotations, taken at random: 


"27. We have known salt to be so scarce here on some apr 
sions, that the peuple were compelled, by dire necessity, to ta f 
it at any price that the sellers though' proper to put upon i 
We have seen the most interior qu lity of salt sold by the site 
rel, and by lick weight, at $3 per bushel of 50 Iba. nomiral’s 
the bushel being always deficient, mre or less, by the barrel. y 

289. It is sold exclusively for cash in hand, or upon a ihe 
short credit; and rarely, if ever, bartered for the produce 0 
country. . 
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29, Not a doubt exists with us that the people of this State 
‘ would use greatly more salt than they now do, if they could get 
it cheaper, aud of better quality.” —[ Howard county. i 

“97, During the last winter,the people were so necessitated 
for salt tha: they wereobliged to submit to impositions, and to 
purchase such as they could get,at such price as the munopo- 
lista chose to prescripe. 

28. kisa very rare occu 
for produce. ime 
when saltis given in exchange for produce, it is for an article 
which readily commands the cash. 

29. Ifthe people in our patt of the country could get salt of a 
good quality fora less price, we feel assured thatthe quantity 
used would be much increased. Many of eur more experi- 


trence when salt is sold or bariered 


enced farmers are becoming satisfied that the quantity ofsalt : 


heretofore given to stock has been tov small, and that a more 
liberal use of it would contribute much, not only to their health, 
but to their improvement. Whilst the present high prices of 
salt inthe Western States continues, its consumption will be 
reduced to the smallest quantity."—[Lincoln county. 

“27, Sce answer 17th for imposition; their necessities at that 
time forced them to submit. 

28, See answer 7th for answer to this. 5 

29. They would unquestionably use the article of salt much 
more abundantly; and as ours is properly a grazing and stock- 
growing ceuntry, & large supply of the article is necessary for 
our support and our occupations; would say that the article 
should be sold at proper weight and a fair price, in order that 
there might be no stinting in the case, as there has been hereto- 
fore, owing to the exorbitant price.” —[Jackson county. 

‘27, The people are sometimes entirely dependent on the 
agentsof the company for their supplies, and, under such cir- 
cumstances, the price is raised in proportion to the necessities 
of the people. 

QR. The company’s salt issold for cash only. The merchants 
frequently exchange foreign salt for produce. 

29. More salt would be used if it were cheaper, particularly 
for stock.’’_[ Greene county. 

“27, We have been compelled at times to take any kind we 
could get, and at any price the holders saw proper to ask. 

28. It isnever bartered in this section of the country for any 
kind of produce, but is always sold fer ready money. 

29. There would be four times the quantity used in this 
county if it could be got at a fair price, and of good quality.” 

{Taney county. 


“Answer to questions 27 and 28. These two questions I have, 
think, answered in answering the preceding questions. 


Answerto question 29. If salt could be procured sufficiently 
cheap, T would venture to say more than ten times the quantity 
now used wonld he used; the farmer's sheep, hops, cattle, and 
horses, (if brutes have sympathies and affections,) would be 
astonished and delighted, to say nothing of the vast benefit they 
woukl derive from the exchange, agreeable to them, and profit- 
able to the owner; for but few farmers can afford to give their 
stock any thing like a sufficiency of salt. Itis used here more 
as an article to keep stock gentle, than with the expectation 
that the amall quantity given will be of any real advantage to 
steck. Salt, to be really useful to stock, should be dealt to them 
with a liberat hand; in fact, it should be so_ placed that they 
should be able to get it whenever they want it.”—[ Platteco. 


These are quotations enough to show the insuffi- 
cient, the scant, and the stinted supply of salt which 
monopolizers allot to the West, and the rigorous 
exaction of ready money pay. The credit system 
does not extend to saltin the Western country; and 
the monopolizers, the Bank men, prefer hard mo- 
ney. Gold and silver, or its equivalent, is what 
they demand! . 

Mr. B. would make. no further quotations, nor 
would he make any commentaries on what he had 
read. He had proved every point in the case: the 
monopoly—the suppressed prodaction—the adul- 
teration—the false measure—ithe extortionate price 
=the districted distribution—the stinted allowance 
—and the establishment of the general and special 
agents to reside in the districts, and to enforce all 
the regulations of the monopolizers. He had 
proved all this; and proved it to exist in a country 


- which possessed a free Constitution, and a repre- i 


sentative form of Government. He would under- 
take to say that there was not another country upon 
the face of the globe in which such an abuse ex- 
isted, except one, and ihat one he had mentioned in 
the commencement of th se remarks: it was the 
East Indies—that part of the East Indies which 
had been conquered by the arms, and was sub- 
jected to the despotism—the iron hearted, moneyed 
despotism—of the English East India Company. 
There, on the banks of the Ganges, and the Indus, 
among helpless and depre:sed Hindoos, a parailel 
was found—an exact parallel—to thesalt monopoly 
which now prevails on the banks of the Ohio and the 
Mississippi, among the free peop'e of a proud and in- 
dependent Government. Mr. B. said the British 
Parliamentary papers for the year 1832, now in 
the Library of Congress, contained the authentic 
. evidence of the salt monopoly in India; and it was 
among the curiosities cf the times that, while our 
library contained authentic details and elaborate 
tesumony on the East India monopoly of salt, it 
was with great difficulty, and after. a most strenu- 
ous resistance and protracted opposition, that he 
- pad been able to get the evidence of our own mo- 
` gopoly printed! The order for printing had been 


Such occurrences do sometimes happen; but |=: 
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vehemently resisted—resisted for an entire day— 
bnt finally prevailed; and now our legislative ar- 
chives will show the history of the American, as 
as well as of the Asiatic, monopoly of salt. The 
Senate and the country wi:l be astonished to see 
the closeness of the parallel, and to observe how 
identically the spirit of monopoly has worked alike 
in the two quarters of the globe, and at such an 
immense distance apart. The entire diameter of 
the terraqueous globe was between them; commu- 
nication and concert was impossible; yet in both 
places the dire and fell spirit of the salt monopoly 
is the same! its operations the same; iis results 
the same; its history the same; an account of one 
an account of the other, varied only by the change 
of names, and the diversity of localities and man- 
ners which belong to the two quarters of the globe. 
The East India monopely was brought to the 


|| knowledge of the world ia the same manner that 


the American monepoly is now brought before our 
Congress. Petitions from India went to London to 
lay their complaints before the Parliament, and to 
claim redress for their cruel wrongs. It was in the 
year 1832. Parliament appointed a select com- 
mittee to hear their testimony; and, from tlie testi- 
mony taken by that committee, I propose to read 
the evidence of two of the wiinesses, one a Hin- 
doo, the other an Englishman. This is what they 


say: 

“Pertracts from ihe report of the select committee of the 
British House of Commons, on the affairs of India: 
1822. 


SALT MONOPOLY. 


Answers of Rammohun Roy to queries on ihe salt mo- 
nopoly. 

Rammohnn Roy, a learned Brahmin pundit from India, was 
examined before the committee, and the following are his an- 
swers to queries upon the salt monopoly: 

Question. Have the poorer classes in India been prevented, 
at any time, from procuring a sufficiency of salt by its high 
price? 

Answer, As salt has, by long habit, become an absolute ne- 
cessary of life, the poorest peasants ate ready to surrender 
every thing else, in order to procure a small portion of thisarti- 
cle. The dearth ofsait is felt by the whole community; and the 
people in general are, therefore, obliged to make use ofa bad 
quality; and few, comparatively, are able to incur the expense 
of procuring itin a purer form. 

Question. Do you consider salt as necessary to the food of 
the natives, andthe want of it a great deprivation of comfort? 

Answer. The food of the people in Bengal is chiefly boiled 
rice, which without salt is a most insipid article. 

Question. Do you puppa that a reduction in the price, 
and an improvement in the quality, would tend to any very 
considerable increase of consumption? 

Answer. Salt, being an absolute necessary of life, is now 
purchased even by the poorest individuals at the sacrifice of 
every other kind of seasoning, and of every kind of food but 
tice, the staff of life. Ifsalt were rendered cheaper and better, 
it would greatly promote the common comforts of the people. 
I do. not know that it would immediately cause a very consi- 
derable increase of consumption, But to a certain extent it 
would; undoubtedly; and from its cheapness it would be used 
by the people for seasoning the fond of cattle, for which pur- 
pose largo quantities were used before the Government mono- 
poly. The poorer classes, at all events, would not be com- 
pelled to sacrifice other comforts to procure it. 

Question. To what extent is the salt of the Bengal monopo- 
ly adulterated before it reaches the consumer ? 

Answer. The adulteration of salt is carried to an enor- 
mous extent by mixing it with one-third, or even one-half, 
ofearth, until, instead of being like sult, it more resembles the 
earthot which it is composed. Persons in comfortable cir 
cumstances generally purify it over again before they use it, or 
purchase it already refined, often at double the common price; 
but the poorer classes cannot afford the expense ofeither. 

Question. Whatis the retail price of salt in Calcutta? 

Answer. The price of adulterated salt, at the time of my 
departure from India, was seven or eight seers for a rupee, or 
fifiy cents for sixteen pounds, (one dollar and a half per bush- 
el.) Pure salt costs fifty cents for nine pounds, (three dollars a 
bushel.) 

Examination of Holt Mackenzie, esq. 

Question. Axe you of opinion that, if salt of a better quality 
could be supplied at a lower price tothe ultimate consu:ner, a 
very considerable increase might take place in the quantity con- 
sumed throughout the country? ; 

Answer. I haveno doubt at all upon the point. I believe 
that many of the natives are very partially supplied with salt, 
and that what they do consume has much foreign maiter mixed 
with it, ; 

Question. What are the circumstances under which salt is 
manufactured on the cast of Coromandel? 

Answer. It is manufactured on the coast of Coromande? as 
in}Beogal, on account of Government. It is produced by solar 
evaporation, and ata low price. s 

Question. In what state is the salt generally sold to the re- 
tailer? Isit as pure as when supplied by the Government, or 
is it adulterated after it is sold by the Government? 

Answer. I have been told that, to increase the quantity, 
dirt or sand is sometimes thrown mn. 

Question. What is the present amount of the salt monopo- 
ly in Bengal? As k: - 

Answer. It would be safe to estimate it at 1,410,000 pounds 
sterling, or 7,000,000 of dollars, annually. 

Question. Will you inform the committee in what part of 
Bengal the salt monopoly is carried on? 

Answer. Itis manufactured in Cuttack and the mouth of 
the Ganges principal! 

Question, What i 


The mode of operation? 


Answer. Thereare six manufacturing agencies, which eme 
ploy a vast number of people who contract to make the salt. 


esau: Is each agency attended by a European salt 
agen 
Answer. By an officer of the company. 


Question. When the saltis delivered, how is it disposed of? 
Answer. It is carried to the Government agencies. 


Auestion; What is the comparative merit of tho two kinds of 
salt ? 


Answer. The value of uzbotled salt has greatly increased. 
Question. Does not the duty on salt amount almost to a pro- 
hibition ? : 

Answer. It does. 

Question. Isit not limited to a certain quantity? 

Answer. Undoubtedly it is. This isthe spirit óf all the East 
India Company’s monopolies. If they were to supply the mar- 
ket equal to the demand, ata fair price, one cannot say to what 
extent the consumption would go. The consumption would 
be incalculable, by bringing it within the reach of th> consumer. 
We see this in coffee, sugar, and every article upon which the 
duty bas been reduced. 


Question. Can salt be produced in large quantities on the 
Coromandel coast? 


Answer. “It is naturally produced in immense quantities by 
solar evaporation. It is strong, good, coarse salt. 

Question. How is salt produced in the Bengal provinces? 

Answer. By collecting the surface earth, and very often 
ploughing the banks of the river to increase the deposite, filter- 
ing the water through it, and boiling the brine into salt. 

_ Question. How is the East India Company able to preserve 
its monopoly? 

Answer. By a branch of police under the direction of 
the salt agent. Onthe coast of Coromandel the salt forms 
by solar evaporation in large quantitirs, and the natives are 
forced to destroy it for the purpose of preserving the compa. 
ny’s monopoly. 

Question. What isthe price of salt to the consumer? 

Answer. From siz hundred to one thousand per cent. 
upon first cost. 

Sen Hiow was salt manufactured before the mono- 
Po ewer: Salt pans were ranged parallel to the coast. Into 
these the sea was admitted, and salt was formed by solur eva: 
poration,” 

Having read the statements of these two wit- 
nestes, thus taken before a select committee of the 
British House of Commons, Mr. B. said that those 
Senators who wished to see further evidence to the 
same effect, might find it in the British parliamen- 
tary papers, now in the library of Congress. For 
himself, he would read ne more, but would make 
some use of that which ke had read. He would 
rua the parallel, in a few particulars, between the 
Asiatic and the American monopolies. He would 
compare them ata few points; and show the Se- 
nate with what faithfal similitade—with what pre- 
cise resemblance—the spirit of monopoly conducted 
its operations in two regions so distant from each 
other, and how exactly they came to the same re- 
sults, at the same time, on the two opposite sides of 
the globe. 

1. Asto the adulteration. The fact of adultera- 
tion—wilful, intentional adulteration, for the pur- 
pose of, increasing the qnanlity—was proved in 
both cases. The quantum of adulteration was 
proved also to be about the same in each case, and 
to be about the one-half. Thus, in the fact, and 
in the quantum of adulteration, the two monopo- 
lies were on a par; but when we come to the adul- 
terating ingredient, the parallel ceased, and the 
advaniage was on the side of the Asiatics. They 
used an innocent ingredient, to wit, earth and sand; 
while the American monopolizers used bittern and 
lime; poisonous ingredients which prcmote, instead 
of preventing putrescence, counteract the properties 
of the salt, and do mischief to the provisions which 
are put up wilh it. nS 

2. As to the measure. This is proved to be by 
the pound, and not by the measured bushel, in 
each case. But here again the Asiatic monopoli- 
zer is the fairest of the two; he gives 56 instead of 
50 pounds of his stuff for a bushel; and be gives 
fall weight, not lick weight; he does not compel the 
purchaser to take 25 pounds weight of wood for 
saltinevery barrei; nor does he compel the pur- 
chaser to pay for what has been lost by leakage, 
dryage, wastage, and exposure to the weather. 

3. In the price. This is proved to be near the 
same in both instances. The price for adulterated 
salt in the Asiatic monopoly was about $1 50 for 
56 pounds: for purified salt, the double of that; 
which would bring the price te aout $4 50 for 
the measured bushel of 84 pounds. This would 
make the peck cost about $1 124 cents; and this 
may be assumed to be about the common price 
ef Kanhawa salt in the greater part of the West. 
A dollar a peck! ; 

4. In the districted distribution. ` Ia this the two 
monopolies are proved to be identical. The Eng- 
lish East India Company divide the vast region of 
their Asia into salt districts, just as our American 
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monopolizers divide out the vast valley of Missis- 
sippi. The boundaries of the salt districts are de- 
fiuedin the two regions; and each district placed 
under the care of agents, with an alloted quantity 
of salt to each, with orders to seil at prices which 
May be increased according to circumstances. The 
orders given to these agents are supreme and abso- 
lute. No agent can disobey them; no power can 
repeal them; no supplications or remonstrances can 
sofien them. 

5. In the suppressed produc:ion. Here again 
the corduct ot the two companies is the same; 
their object the same; the resn t to the community 
the same. No diifzrecce between them, but in the 
mode of operating, and that difference resulting 
trom pesition and power. The American mono- 
polizers operate by the moneyed power, and with 
the aid of banks. They borrow money and rent 
the salt wells to le idie; they pay owners of welis 
not to work them; they pay other owners wot to 
open new wells. Thus, ameng as, they suppress 
the producton, by preventinz the manufacture of 
sal. In Asia, the monopoiizers operate by the 
military power. Having a standing army at its 
commaad, the Engli-h East India Company s:nds 
out detachments of troops to compel the natives to 
g’ down to the sea shore, and cshere destrey the 
pure salt which the sun hax made ior the:n cut of 
the sea water, and which they misht use aimost 
without price and without troutle. This teng 
destroyed, the onhiopy ; e ope must then go to the 
company’s agents, an! purcnase (reir aduliera ed 
stuff at the rate ot 600 to 1,020 per cen.um profit 
to the company. 

6. Inthe scant supply. This is the same under 
both monopoiies. Tne supply of salit allowed to a 
district is aiways belaw the wan's of the disiricr, 
in order to increase the demand, to augment the 
price, and to compel the purchaser to take such as 
he can get. 

7. In ready money pay. Here again the paral- 
lel is comp'ete. Toe exacticn cf money in hand 
for saltis equally rig-rous on the banks of the 
Tadus, the Ganges, and the Burrampooter, as on 
the Ohio, the M s-ouri, and the Mississippi. Tre 
credit system has no appiication to the Salt trade in 
either place. 

Such is the spirit of mcnopoly ! Such the work- 
ings of this fell spirit! Such its enormiies and 
oppressions! and that in the most free as well as 
in the mcst enslaved of ccun'ries—in America as 
well as in Asia—on the oppes'te sides of, the globe 
—and at the distance of tne earth’s entire ciameter 
apart! and all this in the nineteenth cemury! Jn 
an age when people were reading, with aston’sh- 
ment, of the monopolies which existed in Europe 
two hundred year-ago, and expressing the:ra naze- 
ment that such things could have existed; and yet 
not one of which wasequal to the enormi irs of 
the salt monopcly existing in ourown day, in our 
own country, and under a furm of Government 
which :e-ts upon the equality of laws and rghis. 

The pecpie of Ind:a, continued Mr. B came 
to London to solicit, from the Bivish Parhameni, 
the suppression of the monopoly which afl cted 
and oppresst dthem: the pe. ple of the West appear 
atthe bar of thrir own Corgres: to solicit s miar 
telef. They prove up their case in the documen! 
of testimeny which has been predneed, and of 
wh'ch the Senate hes ordered ten thousand copes 
to be printed. Nota doubt of the truth of the tes 
Umony can remain upon the minds of any one; if 
it did, the amount of the evidence could be in- 
creased an hundred fold, 
band, the peop'e of ihe West appear at your bar, 
and ask for retief; noct by imterfering with the 
property of ‘he monopol:zers; for with that Con- 
gress has nothing to do. It belongs to the State of 
Virginia to regulate a lcesl concern withta her l- 
mits; andshe might ac: jus l; by the community, ard 
beueficiaily for the proprietors, to toliow the ex- 
amp e of other countes (and even ker own in the 
case of tobacco, flour,and provisions ) andes‘ablish 
an inspection over the measure and purity of sa't 
Bach an inspection might prove to be as benefi- 
cial to the owners of the property as to the con- 
sumers of the salt. But that is not the question 
here. Congress kas nothing to do with it; ıt has no 


power over the property or condact of the monopo- | 
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lizers. Butit has power over its own revenue 
laws—o-er the dwy on foreign salt—that duty 


without which the moacpolizers would in vain | 
combine with banks, ard in vain rent wells to let ` 


ihem lie idk! The duty impedes the importation 
of foreign salt; it throws what is imported into 
the hands of regraters; it makes them masters 
of the foreiga importation as well of the domes- 
tie production; it enables this gigantic monopoly 
which bestrides as a colossus the vast valley of the 
Mississippi; it enables this co’o-sus to plant one foot 
firm'y in the city of New Orleans, while the other re- 
mains deep'y rooted on the Kanawha and the Hols:on. 


This is what the duty on the foreign ertcle 
does. That duty is the ægis of the monopoli- 


zers. It is their shield and protection—the indispen- 
sable ally, without which all their combinations 
would be defective and vain. It trees them from 
competition, the only thi g they dread. It frees 
them from the only competition which ean 
ecn'end with them—which can bring them toa 


jast price, a fair measure, a pure article, and |; 
The people of the West ask for the |. 
abolition of this duly—for the cessation of this pro- ` 


a full supply. 


tection tomoropolizers. They ask for a free trade 
in sal’; that artic’e which, in the cata'ogue of buman 
and brute wants, ranks next ater bread and grass. 
Tey ask for free ingress to the inexhanstible sup- 
pies of this article, which the Guif of Mex‘co pre- 
sents at the mouth of their great river, and which 
the Federa! tax repu's s from our shore, They 
ask that sait may be freed from tax and menopoly 
in a country where luxuries and trifles—siiks and 
perfumes—are free! 

bis is what they ask—-a free trade in salt, and 
no aid to the monnpolizers. Tnis is their pe- 
tition—this the applicatio: of the people of the 
West. It is certainty a reasonable request, and 
such, it would seem, as conli hardly te op- 
poed, but opposed it is; orp sd it has been, and 
opposed it wiil be; and that with an e:ergy and 
de-peration which do honor to a beter cause. Ne- 
ver has any thiòg been resisted on thie ilcor with 
more vehement determination than the rep-al 
of the salt tax; and powerful is the combina- 
tion of intere-t and taient which now resist it. 
The salt manufacturers, the West rn monop: li- 
zers, the Northeastern fisheries, the authors of the 
compromise act, a'l stand together to resist this 
repeal; and they constitute a formidable cppusi- 
ion to my bill. Unfounded, unreasonable, and 
unjast as this opposition is, it is yet too pow- 


erful to be contemned. Ii is able, with its combined | 
strengih and its delusive argumenis, to obstruct |! 
i penses of the Government.” 


and impede our attempt, and to keep up an 


Olious tax, fundamentally wrong in it-elf, and the !' 


parent of the heartl-ss monopoly which now af- 
flic's the West. 


and to convince the Senate that such an oppo- 


‘sition and such arguments cught not to te al- 


lowed to defeat the great measure which I pro- 
pos>. This review I will make; and will exa- 
mine in their o:der, and briefly, the interests and 
the arguments which oppose the suppression of the 
sait tax. 

1, The compromise act, asit is called, of 1833. 
At the head cf all the elements of cpeosition to my 
bill, stands this act and its authcrs; this act which 
released luxuries from taxation, and left taxes 
upon necessaries—-which no two autherities can 
e-nstrue alke—which reluced duties without re- 
ducing the drawbacks founded open them—which 
undertakes to tie up the hands of Congress ill 1842, 
and to regulate its censiitutional action afierwards 


; which adjourned, without seling, the tariff ques- 


ton. This act and its aushers [M:ssrs. Cray and 
Catnoun] oppose my bi'l, and pretend it will be 


a breach of the comp:omise to touch the question : 
before the year 1842. Notadmistirg the sanctity : 
of that act in any respec; protesting against its | 
pretensions to invioladility; believing itto te the | 
mostinjud.cious, incomprehen<ibie and fau ty act |! 
i this tax in the last year of his administration; yet 


thatever appeared on the statute b ok, I proceed 
to oppose compromi-e to compromise, and to 
show tha! there are nol-ss than three solemn 
compromises in favor of the repeal of this odious 
tax; the whole of which have thus fay been vioja- 


It becomes my duty, as the au- i 
thor of the repeal bill, to review this opposition | 
to examine its arguments—to show their nuliity— i 


ted. The first of these compromises was in the 
enactment of the law ttself, which limited its dura. 
tion to tle continuance of the war with Great 
Britain, “and for one year thereafter, and no longer,» 
It was a war tax, lai’ after the war was declared 


| limited to the war and to one year thereafter; and ex- 


cept for this limitation could not have been laid at 
ail. The history of the act, as given in the report on 
the fishing bounties and allowances revived at 
the same time, and the words of the act itself 
proves this. The concluding section of the act is 
in these words: That this act shall continue in force 
until the termination of the war in which the United 
States are now engaged with Great Britain, and 
Jor one year thereafter, and no longer.” Such was 
the ccmpromise on which the revival of the 
salt duty was obtained in 1813; but even then 
there was a strong opposition to it. Many 
sagacious statesmen, opposed at all times to 
a salt tax, and knowing how difficult it’ was to re. 
peal a tax after it was orce laid, and how easy it 
was to violate the conditions upon which it was 
obtained, refused altogether to vote for it; and pre- 
ferred to raise the meane for carrying on the war 
from taxes cn any thing else. Among these was 
the venerable Mr, Macon, of North Carolina, who 
utterly refused to vote for the act—recorded his 
name, and li:ted his voice, against it—and de- 
clared his belief that he should never see the tax 
relinquished. His forebodings were prophetic: 
more than a qnar'er of a century has elaps:d since 
the termination cf the war, and the tax still con- 
tinues. It should have ceased in February, 1816; 
for the war terminated in February, 1815; insiead 
ef that it 1s still in force in 1840. Thus, the first 
comp: omise for the cessation of the act, the sacred 
one upon which its passage was obtained, has 
been violated. The second compromise fer its 
speedy cessation was in the act for its continuation 
in the year 1816. That ecntinuance was obtained 
to prevent a deficit of $700,000 in the Treasury, 
ard un il the pubiic lands in Alabama and Missis- 
sippi conld be brovght into market to supply that 
sum. The documenton the fishing bounties and 
allowances proves txi; and, at page 24, contains 
this statement, in a letter from the Secretary of 
the Trea-ury to the Committee of Ways and 
Means of the House of Representatives. After 
giving a view of the finances, he (Mr. Crawford] 
says: “It therefore appears that, if the salt tox shall be 
repeated, there will be a defictt in the revenue of more 
than $700,000 annually, until the proceeds of the sales 
of the lands in the State of Mississippi and in the Ala- 
bama Terriiory shall be applicable to the current ez- 
Upon this staiement, 
the act was contnued, and continued generally, 
withcut naming how long, te meet the contingency 
of the firthcoming sales of public lands in 
the Sonhuest. The sales came on in 1817 
and 18!8, ard produced far more than 
the $700,000 required; and the tax should 
then Lave been discontnued; but it was nots 
and here is the breach of the second compromise 
for the ces-ation cf the salt tax. But the contine 
gency did not cccur without an attempt to repeal 
it: the year 1813 saw two such atlempts—one in 
each House of Congress—and these were defeated 
from a pairictic desire toextinguish, in a brief pe- 
riod, the na'ional debt which was then drawing so 
Jarze an interest. Mr. Lowndes, chairman of the 
Commitiee cf Ways and Means, made a report in 
favor of continuing taxes for that patriotic pumpose, 
and calculated the tctal extinction of the deot by 
the year 1:27. With this vew he recommended 
the continua'ion of several taxes, ard among the 
rest that cf the dary on salt, This patriotic peticy 
prevziled. The attempts to repeal the act failed, 
and failed on the sole ground of keeping it up uniil 
the public deb: was paid. That debt has been 
paid, not in 1827, as calculated by Mr. Lowndes, 
but in 1834, under the most glorious administra- 
tion ef Presideat Jackson. The debt has been 
paid near seven years. President Jackson, like 
Mr Jefferson, recommended the suppression of 


it continues: and thus is violated the third 
compromise for the cessation of thetax. Three 
compromises to discontinue the tax have been vj- 
olated; and now a new compromise, made under 
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extraordinary circumsiances,aud without the least | 
reterence to that tax, is set up toconunue It again; | 
—to protract its existence until 1842 —and then to | 
throw it inte hotch potch with all we maltifarious 
objects of a general tariff bill, to be again compro- 
mised, and imposed upon the country t 
fering and bargaining arrangements to which such 
a bill is subject. And this is t è spirit of taxa- 
tion! All agreements to limit the duration of taxes 
sre void: all agreements to coatinue them are 
sacred. 

Q. That the duty is already greatly reduced, and 
is going down as fast as the general interests of the 
county will permit. This is what is also sud by 
the authors of the act of 1833, (Mess's. Cray and 
Catgoon,) and apan which they resist my bill. 
Bat this is an error—an error of fact; and para 
doxieal as the assertion may appear, I can say 
there is but litle reduction in the tate of the salt 
daty—in some kinds none at all—alithough the duty 
bas gone down from twenty cents to six cents on 
the bushel. This is an assertion no less actually 
tme, than apparently false. The document No. 


363—the repor: on the salt duties and fishing boun- | 


ties—explains it, and shows that the price of salt, 
the san made salt, has been deciining all over the 


world for the last twenty years, and has actually © 
declined about in the proportion to the reduction of - 


our daty; so that the rate of the duty remains about 
the same. 
centum on the value at 20 cent» a bushel, is still 
about the same at 6cents. The document men- 
tioned contiins, at page 79, a table of the cost of 


talt in all the coantries from which we obtain it— | 
nearly forty in number—showmg the respective || 
priees for a series of years, from 1822 to 1838. This | 


table shows that the cost of all the salt which we 
receive from abroad, except that from Liverpcol, 
bas regularly and largely declined during that time; 
that all san made salt, the only strong and pure 
kiad, has actually undergone a decline of from one 
half to two-thirds in that time. This isan impor- 
tant view of the subject, and deserves to be substan- 
tiated by particular references. I will give these 
references, beginning with the West Indies, our 


nearest fountain of supply, and a fountain able to ; 
supply us, without any other limit on the quantity <; 


than the limits to the quantum of sunshine and sea 
water. 
(Turks Island, and other Bahama islands,) from 
which we receive about seven hundred thousand 


bushels annually, bas declined in price, in the pe- | 


riod mentioned, from 14 tọ 10 cents. That of the 
Dutch West Indies, from which we receive about 
four hundred thousand bushels annually, the 
price has gone down from 18 cents to 7 cents. 


That of the Swedish West Indies has gone down | 


from 19 to 7; that of the Danish, from 22 to 7; that 
of the French, from 21 to 7; thatof the Spanish, 


diate neighborhood of the great West—the point 
to which the Western trade tends—and the most 
teady and convenient fountain of supply which we 
can have for salt. 
still be said to be what it was twenty years ago, 
namely, 100 per centum on the value; and, there- 
fore, it is aa error to suppose that the duty is rapid- 
ly diminishing, and going down as fast as the gene- 
ral interest permits. Io all other couatr es from 


which we obdtam alum salt, and all salt made by | 
selar evaporation ont of sea water, comes under | 


that description; from all these countries the same 
results are more ot less perceivab'e. Thus, from 
Colombia, the price is reiuced from 10 cents to 5; 
from the Argentine Republic, from 25 to 7; from 
the Allantic coast of Spain, from 7 to 4 cents; 
from i's Mediterranean coast, from 9to 4 cents; 
from Portugal, fiom 10 to 6 cents; from the south- 


in the chaf- |. 


The duty which was about 100 per ` 


Thus the salt of the British West Indies, i 


On all this salt the duty may `; 
; ply the remedy. 


| dealing of the importers and purchasers. 


from 1510 8. Such is the gratifying reduction of ‘| said that he could not leave this topic without verti- 


the price of salt in the Gulf of Mexico—ihe imme- i 


ern coast of France, from 8 to 7; fiom other coun- 
tries and islands ia the Mediterranean and Adria- 
ti¢ seas, the price has declined from 7, 6, and 5 
cents, 104, 3, and 2. I omit fractions in all cases, 
and give the round numbers nearest the sum. It 
is, therefore, seen that the price of the sun-made 
salt has been decreasing all over the world for the 
last twenty years, and there is no telling how much 


lower it will go, but probably will become as cheap 


in the Gulf of Mexico as in the Mediterranean sea. || rol. 5, page 160.) ` 
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At ibis rate, if tree om duty, salt wouid become 
the universal ballast of allships trading ia the 
warm latitudes which produce ut; and, being thus 
the universal ballast, it would ne so'd at first cost 
in all our seaport towas. This is wha! the goad ot 
the country requiies, and what our tax on the arii- 
cie now prevents. Upon this state ot facts Mr. B. 
tested tre assertion, that the rate of the salt duty 
war as greatas ever, and thit wota! aboliton, not 
reduction, was what the good of the couutry re- 
quired. 


3. That the duty will be reduced, in 1842, to į 


twenty per centum on the value. This is what the 


= authors of the comprom se say, and they seem to 
think that salt may veiy wel! continue to bear that į; 


cuty in time to come. To this I utterly object, and 


for maby reasons: and first, because salt is an artie | 


cle of prime necessity, and universal consumption, 
and ought to be as tree from tax as air and water; 
secondly, because any tax, no matter what, will an- 
swer the purposes of the Western monopolizers, 
by enabling them to engross the foreign salt which 
is subject tu duty in New Orlean; thirdly, because 
any tax, bo mat er what, will be a pretext for keep- 


. ing up the fishirg bounties and allowances, now 
' drawing $320 000 annually from the Treasury, of 


which two- hirds are unduly drawn; fourthly, be- 
canse anv cuty, no matter what, will keep up the 


i eustom-house standard of weight for m-asure—of 


fifiy-s'x pounds for th: bushe!— which has improved 
into fifty pounds by the regraters and mon puvlizers, 
and whereby the consumer loses 34 pounds in th: 
bushel. 
weight for measure—this substitution of a false for 
a true bushel—was one of the great abuses of the 
salt trade of the West; and its origin was clearly 
traceable to the salt revenue laws, and to the ter- 
tuous and crooked policy of General Hamilton. It 
was one of his contrivances for increasing a tax 
without seeming to increase it; and while this was 


' his only object in the year 1792, when, as Secre- 


tary of the Treasury, he recommended this change, 
yet.it has led to a most injurious and lasting inpo- 


` sition in the measure of salt, which has spread all 


over the Western country, and is now fully exem- 
plified in the exhibitions of the “lick weight” which 
have been made to the Senate, and by which 


‘barrels lacking one-fouth of being full, and 


only capable of contaming two and a half, 
or three, or four and a half bushels, if filed 
to the brim, are forced upoan the purchaser for 
five bushels, six bushels, ər nine bushels. All this 
has its root and origin in our cnstom-house substi- 
lution of weignt for measure; and it is necessary 
to abolish that. process entirely—to keep the salt 
away from the cus‘om-house altogether—in order 
to let the measured. bushel re-establish itself under 
the laws of the States, and ty the equity and fair 
Mr. B. 


fying what he had said ia relation to the substitut.on 
of the weighed for the measured bushel. It was a 
point of great moment to tae people of the West, 


| ana was but imperfectly understood by them. They 


knew the evil, bui not its source, nor where to ap- 
The report on the fisaing boun- 
ties and salt duty would exp'ain it all; and for this 
purpose he read an extract from that report, at 
pages 12 and 13. It was as follows: 


Act oF May 2, 1792. 

“This act raises the duty on salt by the indirect means of al- 
tering and reducing the standard of the bushel, subetituting a 
weighed bushel of fifty-six pounds for a measured bushel of 
eighty-four pounds, and increasing the fishing allowances in the 
game proportion. The history of this change in the bushel, 
which, at the time, increased a tax on a hecessary of life without 
professing to raise it, and which has been attended ever since, 
and ig now attended, with such injurious consequences in the 
West, may be traced to its source in General Hamilton’s fiuan- 
cial reports, as follows. 

“On the 16th_f March, 1792, the Secretary of the Treasury 
(General'Hamilton) reported in favor of raising additional sup- 
plies for the support of the Government and the defence of the 
frontiers; and, among other means of increasing the revenue 
from imposts, recommended the salt duty to be calculated upon 
the weight, instead of the measure; and that fifty-six pounds 
should be counted fur a bushel. His recommendation was as 
follows: 

“Iv is represented that the duty on salt operates unequally, 
from the considerable difference in weight, in proporuen 10 
quantity, of different kinda of sali: a bushel weighing from 
about fiiy six to upwards of eighty weight. It would have an 
equalizing effect if the bushel were defined by weight; and, if 
ilty-siz pounds were taken as the standard, a valuable acces- 
sion to the revenue would result.’—CAmerican Slate Popers, 


Mr. B. said that this substitution cf 


397 
Senate. 


“In the sume report, at page 161, the Secretary, under the 
hea of “Estimate of probable additional revenue from the 
proposed du ies,’ ease: 

‘salt, trom the equalizing regulation proposed, will probe- 
bly yiel! one sixth imore, or iwo cents per bushel; which, on 
two millions of bushels, would yie:d ¢40,000.’ 

“ This recommendation of G neral Hamilton had Ite effect. 


| In tw) months therealter the weighed bushel was established 


by law, Tneactof May 2, 1792, en ited ‘dn act for raising 
a further sum of inonsy for the protection of the frontiers, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned, increases the du- 
ties on many articles; and with respect to salt, and the fish 


bounties and allowances, made the following provisions: 


“‘Sgo 3. Thar, from and after the last day of June next, in 


computing the duty heretofore laid upon sain a bushel of salt 


shall be deemed not to exceed the weight af fifty-six poundal 


; avoirdupoie; and, as uften as the actual bushel of salt ehal 
; exced the said weight, such salt shall be charged in the propor» 


tion ef the present rate of dury per bushel, tor every fifty-six 
pounds of its actual weight.’ 
“This is the act which has introduced into some parts of the 


‘| United States the idea of selling salt by the weighed inatead of 
! the measured bushel, and has led to one of the greatest imposi- 


tions now practised by the gait monopolizers of the West. 


+ Improving upon the idea of this weight for measure, they re- 


duce th- fifty-six to fifly pounds; they then sel! by lick weight, 
which is always below true weight, and frequently as much 
as twenty or thirty per cent below it. Thus, to raise the salt 
tax indirectly. b7 diminishing the bushel, an immense and per- 
manent injury has been inflicted upon the Western States, 
wh-re the weighed bushel prevails, and a false idea of the na- 
tional supply is created; for, when we say so many bushels 
imported, or manufactured. the mind is deveived—for they are 
not measured bushels weighing eighty-four pounds, but 
weighed bushels, one-third less than the measured bushel. 
The reported importation of seven millions of buehels per an- 
num, is but a little upwards of four millions. Such are the 
consequences of a single indirect, and apparently, a small in- 
direct movement in legislation! To increase the salt revenue 
in 1792, by altering the standard of the bushel, the nation, and 
especially the whole Western country, has since been cheated 
out of one-third of its salt; and since the monopoly in the West, 
the cheatin that quarter (lick weight and adulteration being 
considered) is fully one-half. eee 

“But this change in the salt measure, though introduced into. 
our laws on the recommendation of General Hamilton, and as 
an indirect mode ef increasing the duty, was not original with 
him: i: had previously been done, and for the same purpose, in 
Great Britain. Fifty-six pounds to the bushel bad there been 
adopted, in order to increase the number of bushels, and thus 
augment the product of the tax. By thiscontrivance, the ealt 
tax, both in England and America, while nominally on the 
bushe', was, in reality, on two-thirds of a bushel; but, in the 
year 1822, the English relieved themselves from this imposi- 
tion, and from all the burdens of the salt tax, by repealing it in 
toto, and making salt free of tax in that country.” : 

With this explanation ot the manner in which 
the weighed bushel was brovght into use in our 
country, and a dec'aration that 20 per centam was 
just as bad as 20 cents on the bushel, Mr. B pro- 
ceeded to notice the next of the objections which 
the sticklers for the compromise, as it was called, 
interposed to his bill. It was: 

4. That salt must wait for the general regula- 
tion of the tariff, and be taken up at the same time 
with all other articles, and be included in the gene- 
ral bill which sett'es and arranges all the duties. 
To this, said: Mr. B. I utterly object. I object to 
postponing this article to a general settlement day, 
then to be mixed up with all other articles, to abide 
the bargaining arrangements to which every gene- 
ral tariff bill is liable. To all this I object. [claim 
for salı a distinct and separate consideration—a 
trial by itself—a decision upon i's own meri s; and 
that for many and uigent reasons, of which [ will 
mention a few; the rest being implied or included 
in other parts of my speech, And, first, I say that 
the salı tax is now wronglally, a m s: fraudulently, 
upon our statute book—that it is there in violation 
of three compromises—the ore upon which it was 
enacted in 18)3—the one upon which it was con- 
tinued in 1816—and the one upon which i's repeal 
was prevented in 1818: and being thus wrongfully 
there, honor and good faith require it to te taken 
off. Secondly, 1 claim for it a separate considera- 
tion, because salt is an articl- which stands alone 
in the economy of nature, having neither rival nor 
substitute; and being of ind speusabie use, and uni- 
versal consumption. From the palace to the cot- 
tage—from the ox to the epicure, neither man nor 
beast can do without it, nor find a subst tute for it. 
Such an article should not be thrown into hoich- 
potch with luxuries and trifles in a general tariff 
law. Thirdly, silt is now an article which stands 
alone in our statute b: ok. The dutv on it Was 12- 
pealed by a separate act in 1807—revived by a £e- 
parate act in 1813—continued by a separate act n 
181G6—partly repealed by a separate act 1n 1830;— 
and the only law on the statute beok which now 
keeps it alive, ıs a separate act. Tous, oa ie 
now stands alone in oar revenue code An : y ite 
seif let it continue to stand, or letit T L i ate 
tax tco odious and execrable to be honored wit 
company in its life, or solaced with companions in 
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its death. Fourthly, I claim for salt a separate act 
because, when th: authors of the compromise act 
framed their general bill, and arranged their long 
list of free articles—most of them articles of luxu- 
ry, and many the merest trijles; when this was 
done, salt was not admitted into the favored list. 
This famous compromise act gives us a free trade 
in linens, silks, shawls, and cambrics; in camo- 
mile flowers, coriander seed, and catsup; in es- 
sence of bergamot, and otto of roses; in rattans and 
reeds; in tortoive sheli combs, and juniper berries, 
and other berries; in cochineal and opium; in 
emery, Sulphur, borax, oxhorn tips, aqua fortis, 
and tariatic acids: it gives usa_ free trade in all 
these luxuries ard trifles, and in many others, “too 
tedious toenumerate,” and leaves a tax upon salt! 
and now the effort isto prevent the salt tax from 
being abolished in a separate bill, aftsr refusing to 
include it inthe exemptions of a general law! 
Sach are the impediments by which we are met— 
such the otstacles which oppose our progress! ob- 
stacles which extort the exclamation, when will the 
proper time come—what will the preper form 
be—to repeal a salt tax? Andto this inquiry, ex- 
perience and the past, answer, NEVER, until the 
people take the question into their own hands, and 
fix the term for the end of their own wrongs. 

5. Protection to ths domestic manufacture. This 
is a reason urged by many to keep up the duty; but 
there are answers which invalidate it. J. Fifty 
years of protective duty has not answered the 
purposes ef protection—has not given to the 
country an adequate supply of a better and a 
cheaper article. The salt, of the West espe- 
cially,.is sul! high in price, and inferior in quality. 
2 Itbas not produced a supply of alum salt at 
ail; the Western salt works cannot produce i'; 
no artificial process can ever make it. The whole 
West is now dependent, and must forever be depend- 
ent on the sea and the sun for a supply of this kind 
of salt; without which beef and pork cannot be 
pickled; bacon cannot be sent to the Sonth, and 
tutter becomes rancid. No amount of pretec- 
tion can produce a home supply of thisarticle; and 
it is folly and tyranny to try it. The West must 
continue fo purchase the sun made salt, cost what 
it may, and although the domestic salt should te 
furnished gratis. 3. If protection was just or ne- 
cessary, freight and distance would give it. The 
central parts of the valley of the Mississippi are 
twelve or fifteen hundred miles from New Orleans; 
many pa'ts of the valley are two thousand miles 
and upwards from that port. The transportation 
of salt over this long distance, must be several 
times more than its original ccst—must be equal 
to a protecting duty of several hundred per cent. 
This is sufficient, if protection can do any good. 
A duty naen the foreign silt, in addition to this 
expense of transportation, can answer no purpcse 
but to fester monopolies and oppre:s the con- 
sumer. 4. Besides all this, the pro‘eciive princi- 
ple is surrendered by the compromise; it is given 
up; and, if it was not, it would be an ontrage to 
any legislative body to ask protection for such 
manufac'or.es of salt as we have had disclos-d in 
the evidence. Protection to what? To monopo- 
lies! To dead wells—adultcration—-suppressed 
production—peck bushels—extortionate price— 
districted distribution—agency regalation—stinted 
allowance! Woo the man who stands up and 
demands protection for such abominations ! 

6. The fishirg bonuties and allowances, for the 
keeping up of which the substratum of a sali tax 
1s an indispensable fuundation. Here, said Mr. 
B. in this strange cbjection we have the exemplifi- 
cation of the evils ef careless and erroneous legis- 
Jatibn. By an error in the compromise act, and 
the previous act reducing the duty cn salt, the 
strange effect is produced of converting the greatest 
consumers of salt into the supporters of a salt tax 
—converting the former greatest enemies of this 
tax in‘u its greatest (riends! This is the case With 
the Northeastera fisheries, the great consumers of 
salt, and formerly the great enemies of the tax 
upon it. This interest was the firsi to memorialize 
Ccngress against the salt duty fifty years age; their 
Representatives voted unanimously, with the ex- 
ception of two voices, for the repeal of the tax ia 
1807; they vcted nearly unanimously against the 


temporary revival of the duty, as a war tax, in 
1813; now they are for it; and thisstrange conver- 
sion is the efect of our own faulty and vicious 
legislation, in reducing duties, and not reducing the 
drawbacks depentent upon them. The fishing 
bounties and allowances are a drawback of the 
salt duty—a drawback of the duty paid by the 
fishermen on that part of their fish which should 
be exported from the United States; and being a 
drawback, there was no profit attending it so long 
as the drawback and the duty were the same. Dat 
these have b2ea rendered unequal by the blunders 
of recent legislation; the duty is reduced two-thirds, 
while the bounties and allowances remain what 
they were! Thus a tax has become a profit! two- 
thirds of these bounties and allowances have become 
clear gains; next year all will be clear gain; and 


. the year afier, the whole salt revenue of the Union 


will be insufficient to pay the draw back upon it !— 
a drawback it will be, with a vengeance, when it 
takes all, and more too, to pay it! Far from being 
a reason for keeping up the salt duty, these boun- 
ties and allowances, and especially their present 
condition, are among the strongest reasons for sup- 
pressing it. By the fault of our legislation, they 
have ceased to be drawbacks, and have generated 
in‘o naked bounties—gratuities—out of the Trea- 
sury—the ne plus ultra of the protective system! 
This is a state of things which neither the Constitu- 
tion of the country, nor justice to the community, 
can tolerate. National bounties were proposed by 
General Hamilton, and attempted to be justified on 
the ‘general welfare dostrine;” but they have been 
scouted as equally unconstitutional and injudicious; 
and, until now, in the case of these fisheries, not 
a voice has been heard in favor of national boun- 
ties since General Hamilton’s report in their behalf 
was overruled by the country near fifty years ago. 
Therecent reason which has been invented for 
boistering up these bounties to the fisheries, that 
they are in a depressed state, and cannot be kept 
up, to train mariners for the navy, unless by the 
aid of national bounties, isas unfounded in fact, 
as they are unconstitutional in law, and injudicious 
in practice. These fisheries are not in a depressed 
slate, but in the most prosperous condition of any 
branch of industry in the Union! This is a fact 
about which there will no longer be two opinions. 
The report of the recent committee of the Senate 
on the salt duties and the fishing bounties and al- 
lowances, settles this point, and settles it forever. 
Here is an extract from the report, founded on au- 
thentic data, which must carry conviction to every 
mind: 

“1. As to the depressed and suflering state of these fisheries. 
Very far from that condition is their actual state; and that*is 
susceptible of proof which admits of no contestation. The 
proof comes from the fishery itsel{—from its own returns of its 
own business. In the year 1857, the assessors of each town in 
the State of Massachusetis were required, by an act of the Le 
gisiature, to make return to the Secretary of the Common- 
wealth ofall the branches of the manufacturing industry of the 
State, particularly racing the amount of capital invested in each, 
the number of persons employed and its annual product. The 


return necessarily comprehended the fisheries, and exhibited the 
following result for the State: 


Value. jHands em. 


Capita) in- 


ployed. vested, 
Fishery, (whale, cod, and i 
mackerel, ) $7,592,2901 20,169 | $12,184,078 
Oil, (refined whale and 
other oil.) 2,030,321 135 1,135,500 


13,619,578 

“such is the state of the Massachusetts fisheries! Close upon 
ten millions of dollars upon a capital of less than fourieen mil- 
lions, managed by twenty thousand persons; and this for the 


tishiug season (so far as cod and mackerel are concerned) of 


three and a halfer four months. The proceeds are near 500, 
for less than the third of a solar year, to each hand employed. 
They are at the rate of above sixty per centum on the capital 
invested; and that for three months and a half, leaving the fish- 
ermen (except the whalers) the other etght months anda haltof 
the year to pursue other avocations, both themselves and their 
ships. And this is to be called a depressed and suftering bu- 
siness, only to be kept alive by Treasury donations annually 
doled out to it! Compare it with any branch of agticultural 
industry in other parts of the Union—with the iobacco crop 
of the whole United Siates, with all the capital invested, and all 
the hands employed in the production of that crop, and yielding 
annually an exportable value of about seven or eight millious 
of dollars. Comparethe fisheries, even those of Massachusetts 
alone, with the condition of this great staple, or any other great 
staple of the Southern, Western, and Middle States; make this 
comparison, and it will be seen that the fisheries are in a state 
of prosperity immeasurably above them. Passing from the 
gross product of the fisheries of Massachusetts to detailed 
statements confined to cod and mackerel, and ii will be seen 
that, in many places, the results are still more favorable than 
the average of the gross amount would give. Thus, for Bos. 
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ton, at page 2 of the report, the cod and mackerel fishery at 
that place, independent of the whale branch of the busiuegs, is 
thus stated: : 

“Wessels employed in the cod and mackerel fishery, 1525 ton- 
nage of same. 9703; codfish caught, (27,250 quintals; value 
thereof, $108,509 90; mackerel caught, 42,266 bairels; value of 
the same, $320,165; salt used in the cod and mackreel fishery, 
142,567 bushels; hands employed, 1,794; capital invested 
$993,200,? 

“Here is a result, in some particulars, more striking than the 
gross statement. A capital of less than &€09,00) yields a pro 
duct, in less than four months, of more than £700,000; and di- 
vides, for that time, upwards of £100 to each hand engaged in ijt, 

“Again: at page 133, the following is found, under the head of 
Dorchester: 

t Vessels employed in the cod and mackerel fishery, 16; ton. 
nage of the same, 1,050—coutish caught, 9,000 quintals; value of 
the same. $25,000—mackerel cauzht, 5,000 bartels; value of the 
same, $35 000—salt ured inthe cod and mackerel fishery, 20,00) 
bushels; hands employed, b28: capital invested, $50,0002 

“Here, again, is a result far exceeding the protits of any agri- 
cultural business: a capital of $50,000 yields $60,000 in four 
months! 123 hands average a dividend of $483 each! 

“One more instance, and the committee will cease this exami. 
nation. They (referring to the volume itself, in the library of 
Congress, for the ample details which prove these fisheries to 
be quite independent of national bounties) take the town of 
Gloucester, for the particular reason that it has lately been the 
scene of some excilement in relation to the salt duties and the 
fishing bounties and allowances, and has sent memorials to 
Congress to arrest their repeal. At page 9 of the same report, 
the cod and mackerel fishery of this town, exciusive ofthe whale 
fishery ofthe same place, is thus stated: 

“Vessels employed in the cod and mackerel fishery, 221: ton- 
nage of same, 9,824; codfish caught, 55.131 quintals; value of 
same, $156,516; mackerel caught, 43,934 barrels; value ot 
same, $335 566; salt used in the cod and mackerel fishery, 
113.769 bush ls; hands employed, 1,550; capital invested, 
$349 000.’ ý 

“This gives, upon a capital of $339,000, a product of above 
$522,090, and a dividend of about $330 to the hand; and all this 
for a business pursued from three anda halfte four months in 
the year! 

“Halfa dozen other towns, laken at random,and limited to the 
codand mackerel fishery, give the following results: 


Towns. Vapital. } Value, | Hands.| Sait 
| Bushel, 
se AE ee E e aas 
Plymouth . - $79,500 | $95,574 | 362 | 35,400 
Barnstable - . 16,200 | 26,397 | 104 | 6,950 
Chatham 1200- 56.100; 193 18.057 
Eastham ot 80900 a | 6,0 
Orleaus - - JOO 1 GL t09 el BIRLUU 
Welltleet 56 i 129,700 | J96 29,350 


“The cominittee pursue this inquiry no farther; the result 
given are sufficient to show that the fisheries are doing well— 
far better than apy branch ofagricultuce, and that what they 
want from the Government is a free trade in salt.” 


This, continued Mr. B. is the state of the fishe- 
ries, incomparably more productive than any other 
branch of national industry, and the very last to 
claim a bounty to sustain them. ‘They are now 
prosperous, and have been regularly improving 
with the increase cf the home market; of which 
they have the exclusive suppiv. They now have 
the monopoly of the market for seventeen milhons 
of people—a people doubling thcir numbers every 
twenty-five years. This moncpoly is the true 
cause of their great and growing prosperity; and, 
while in possession of such an advantage, let them 
not ask for bounties in addition to monopoly, Te 
do them justice, many of them do not. The 
owners of the vessels, who may be ordinary mer- 
chants, are the chief sticklers for bounties, be- 
cause they get three-eighths a piece, while the 
whole crew get but five-eighths among them. Salt, 
free from duty, and consequently at less than hall 
its present price, with good markets for their fish, 
is all the fishermen necd; and this let them have. 

When he had finished answering the objections 
to the repeal of the salt duty, Mr. B. said there 
Were numerous arguments in favor of the repeal, 
of an urgent and peculiar nature, not stated or 
implied in bis previons remarks; a few of which 
he would present to the Senate. Avoiding a repe- 
tition of what he had already presented, he would 
confine himself to the peculiar reasens to which he 
had alluded; and, passing over each one with all 
possible brevity, he would claim, for what he said, 
the attention and ecusideration which was due to a 
subject rising above all party considerationus—-con- 
nected with no politice—and solely directed to the 
good of the cauntry. 

1. Atthe head of these reasons, he placed the 
great consideration of the fall use of salt fer the 
stock of the Western country; for the horses, ca'tle, 
swine, and sheep of the Great West. Stock was 
more or less valuable in every part of the Union; 
butin the West, andespzcia'ly in the upper halt of 
the valiey of the Mississippi, it was a main source 
of indivigual and cf national wealth; and was en- 
titled to every_aid which wew'd promete and ip- 
crease its value. Every parson Knows that salt 
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was indispersable to the well-being ee a cee a a Gs ed stock in ali 
countries, and especially in those “which, being far 
from the sea, have not the benefit of saline dews 
on the grass; and where, consequently, all their 
green food is fresh and watery. Every person 
knows this; still it is only in England, France, and 
Holland, and some other European countries, that 
learned societies, enlightened men, and practical 
farmers, have prosecuted a course of experiments 
to ascertain the full benefit of a free use of salt in 
rearing stock. In these countries a ssries of expe- 
riments for more than half a century, have esta- 
blished the fact that a fuil use of salt will make a 
difference of from one-third to one-half, in the va- 
lue of stock; that foed for stock can be made to go 
nearly twice as far when weltsalted; that the health 
and growth, the faver, the flesh, milk and butter, 
and the fineness of the hair and wool, and the gene- 
ral improvement of the whole animal, are wonder- 
fally promoted by it; and that no animal will take 
too much when left to its own will; and that all 
shou!d be allowed to take as much as they please. 
The agricultural books of ‘the countries I have 
mentioned are full of facts and evidence to this ef- 
fect, part of which may be seen in the salt docu- 
ment printed by the order of the Senate atthe last 
session, A recapitulation, or even a reference, 10 
these important details, is impossible in a qech; 
but there is one species of stock, the condition of 
which in the United States is se ‘far behind that of 

other countries, that a quotation in relation to it 
may be tolerate], even towards the end of a long 
speech: I speak of sheep; and of the effect which a 
free use of salt produc zs upon the health and growth 
of the animal; upon its fattening; upon the flavor of 
its flesh; and upon the quality of its wool. I quote 
from Young's Annis; a name which is only to be 
pronounced in en agricultural circle to awaken re- 
spect and command attention; and I take the ex- 
ample which he has drawn from one of the south- 
ern provinces of France. He says: 


“ln the jurisdiction of Arle, in the county of Frovénce; there 
isa district called the Craw, extending in length about six 
leagues, and in breadth about three, the whole surface of which 
is covered with small rough stones, and not a tree or bush to be 
seen in the whole district, except here and there upon the bor- 
ders; yet on this spot, so seemingly sterile, by the free use of 
salt, more numerous flocks of sheep are bred and reared than 
upon any other common, of equal extent, throughout the whole 
kingdom. And what is no less remarkable, the sheep are heal- 
thier, hardier, and endure the severity of winter with less loss— 
though they have fewer sheep cots for covering them—than 
those bred and fed on mote copious pastures; and, besides, they 
have not the advantage of more couvenient shelter. Add to this, 
that the wool of the flocks bred and brought up in the Craw is 
not only the finest in the whole country, but bears the highest 
price of any in France. From hence he concludes that it is to 
the unlimited use of salt that these surprising effects are to be 
ascribed; for 1t frequently happens that the Craw is so burnt up 
in the summer that the poor animals are forced to turn up the 
very stones to come at the few blades of grasa that grow round 
them, and yet none perish for want of food. Let every excel- 
lence, therefore, that can reasonably be supposed inherent in 
the herbage, be allowed to it, yet the quantity of it isso small, 
that, without the abundant use of salt, a fourth part of the sheep 
kept in the Craw could not subsist in it. 

“Bat, as a still further demonstration that this astonishing ef- 
fect ia solely to be attributed to salt, we have (says the writer) in 

Languedoc, on the herdcrs of the Rhone, a spot of the same 
kind of stony land, in every respect similar to that of the Craw, 
yet, for want of the free use of salt, that in Languedoc does not 
maintain the tenth part of the number of sheep that are brought 
up in the Craw, though in other respects itis no ways inferior— 
their wines and other fruits produced in the borders of both be- 

ing, in their goodnes and other essential qualities, equal.” 


Such, continued Mr. B. is the testimony of an 
English author on this point, so important to agri- 
culture. The testimony of a French author, of 
the highest‘celebrity, which I will superzdd, may 
be read with profit and pleasure by the statesman 
and the farmer. “Whois there, in the literary and 
scientific world, who has not heard of Cnaprat, 
that eminent chymist and amiable man, created 
Count of the Empire and Peer of France by the 
great Napoleon, not for feats of arms or policy, 
but far the application of the greatest talents to the 
most useful affairs of mankind? Who has not 
heard of this great man, and will not receive with 
attention his opinions upon the impolicy of a salt 
tax, and the benefits to a nation from a free nse 
of salt in dgricalture? I flatter myself that I ren- 
der a pleasure to all enlightened aud candid minds 
by quoting them: and this is what he says in one 
of his most useful works—“Introduction to Chy- 
Mistry applied to ‘Agriculture”—a wok in which 
the highest results of seience are brought down to 
useful “appl. cation to the affairs of life, and in 
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which instruction is imparted to the laborer in the 
field, and to the statesman in the legislative hall: 


~ “In order to realize all theevil which results to agriculture 
from the duty upon salt, it is sufficient to know the “extensive 
advantage arising from its employment. 

“Salt is of the utmost an apg to all ruminating animals, 
increasing their relish for the inspid food, excitiag theaction of 
their membraneous and weak stomachs, and pr 
obstructions of the intestines which are pola ced by the use 
of dry forage during the winter. It is generally observed that 
those animals are preferred inthe market, which have been 
habitually fed upon saline plants, and that their flesh is ofa 
superior quality. There is no farmer, who has not beenable 
to see the difference, at the close of a winter, between those 
animals which have received theit supply of salt and 
those that have been deprived of it; the first are well shaped, 
large, and fat, their hair is glossy, their eyes lively, and their 
motions prompt and firm; the second present imagesof suffer- 
ing and misery; the sheep have lost nearly all their fleece be- 
fore shearing time, and that which remains is falling from 
them in locks; the neat cattle are lean and sickly, | their < organs 
of digestion are impeded in their action, and it is only after 
having browsed the juicy herbage of spring that they recover 
their health. 

“ During the time that salt was freed from any impost, (in 
France,) the use of it in agriculture became each year more 
extensive; it was mixed with manures to increase their aetivi 
it was spread at the roots of trees ta reanimate their languish 
ing powers of vegetation; and the quantity of salted provisions, 
both for market and for home consumption, was much in- 
crease !. 

“The impost upon “salt is to agriculture a real calamity, 
sinceithas taken fron it many of its sources of prosperity; 
andat the same time the public Treasury has received no ad- 
vantage from the tax, equal tothe injury which it has inflicted 
upon agriculture.” 

B. 


2. Passing from the subject of stock, Mr. 
said another of the peculiar reasons against a salt 
tax was in its inequality; that it was the mest un- 
equal tax in the world, falling in the most unjust 
proportions on the different parts of the community, 
and with its greatest weight upon the most meri‘o- 
rious part, and the part Jeast able to bear it, It 
fell upon the farmers, who handie little money, 
and not fron the merchants and bankers, who 
handle mach. It might safely be said that a Weit- 
ern farmer, wi'h half a section of Jand, and a 
small stock, paid more salt tax than Stephen Gi- 
rard did with his fifteen millions of dollars in mo- 
ney. This is perverting all the principles of taxa- 
tion, and should not be tolerated in a free country. 

3. The drawbacks allowed to the northeastern 
fisheries, asa return of the duty paid on the fo- 
reign salt used in curing fish, was the third of the 
peculiar reasons urged by Mr. B. for the tota! re- 
peal of the duty. It was a gross injustice, he 
said, to all the other classes of consumers of the 
article; an injustice to the curers of beef and pork, 
and to the lake fi:heries of the Northwest; and to 
the bay, river; sound and guif fisheries of the At- 
lantic coast, and'of the South. All these classes had 
as much right to the drawback as the Northeastern 
fisheries; and up tothe year 1807, the beef and 
pork curers enjoyed it in the same ‘degree with the 
cod and mackerel fishery. ‘They still had a right 
to it in point of justice; and were only omitted in 
the act of 1813 because of its limited and tempora- 
ry character. Farmers and the other fisheries had 

an equalright to this drawback; but a universa: 
drawback would be absurd: better that no one 
should pay in then that every one should draw 
back what he paid; and this was precisely what he 

[Mr. B.] aimed at. To elucidate this point, and 
h show the injustice and partiality of the salt tax, 
Mr. B. here read a paragraph frem the report on 
the fishing bounties: 


“The third answer to this objection 1s, that, ifit were both ne- 
cessary and constitutional to give national bounties to the cod 
and mackerel fishery, it would he unjust to do so, without ex- 
tending the same bounties to other branches of American fishe- 
Ties, and to the salted provision trade of the United States. This 
isa clear and indisputable proposition. With respect to fishe- 
riesfifty yearsago, when the bounties and allowances began, we 
had none of any consequences but those in the Northeast; 
since that time the fisheries of Lake Superior, and other north- 
western Jakes, have been developed to great advantage. Those 
ofthe bays and rivers of the Atlantic board (tle Delaware and 
Chesapeake bays, the Potomac river, the Albemarle sound, 


eventing those 


and other places) have risen toa high degree of importance, - 
and furnishing alarge quantity of fieh for 


exporting sumething, 


home consumption. Florida, too, has been acquired since that 
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back ofthe salt duty, has been particular] injurious, and can- 
not be expected to continue in one case without being restored in 
the other. The first act that ever laid a duty on salt,(that of 1789,) 
and every subsequent one until 1807, gave the same bounty to the 
exporter of beefand pork which was granted to fish. The amount 


' of the bounty was the duty paid on a bushel of salt for each 


barrel of beef or pork, which was the same that was allowed to 
a barrel of pickled and a quintal of dried fish. This continued - 


. until the repeal of the first salt tax, in 1807. Up to that time, 


the farmer and the fisherman were equally the object ofall tLe 
bounty laws. At the revival of the salt tax, in 1813, they part- 
ed company—doubtless because the act was of a temporary 
character, and was constantly expecied to terminate. It has 
not yet terminated, and the disadvantage to the farming inte- 
rest has already been great. Of beef and pork, the exporta- 
tion is greater now than of fish, conseyuently the bounty should 
be greater; yet thesc two products of agriculture receive no- 
thing, while the fisheries annually receive $320,000. The total 
amount received by the fishe ies since 1789, and much the 
largest portion of it since the revival of thesalt duty in 1813, is 
about $7,090,000. Computed in bushels of salt, as this allow- 
ance is ‘computed in the annual Treasury reports, and it 


- ameunts to near fifty millions of bushels! In other words, the 


time; and, round theshores of that peninsula, the fisheries, now | 


carried on ‘by Spaniards from the West Indies, promise to be as 
valuable, in proportion to their extent,as those of Newfound- 
land. Such isthe opinionof General Jesup, formed in a two 

ears’ service in that quarter, and expressed ina lettet which 
has been printed among ourdecuments. Ali these fisheries 
consume salt—much salt—and all of it foreign, which has paid 
duty tothe Government, and the cost of which is increased by 
the duty far beyond the amount of the duty itself. All these 
have the same claim to bounties and allowances with the North- 
eastern fisheries; and the postponement or denial of these 
claims cannot be expected if the allowances are continued to 
others. - To the beef and pork trade, the cessation of the bounty 
on exportation, which they formerly enjoyed in lieu of a draw- 


fisheries have received 50,093,000 bushels of salt fiee of duty, 
while the farmers have not only paid duty on all that they 
consumed, but, in the West, have been subjected to the abuses 
ofa heartless monopoly. The fisheries are now actually re- 
ceiving a drawback which represents more than 3,000,000 
bushels of free sah; while the farmers not only pay the duty, 
but, in consequerce of the duty; are, in a large section of tle 
Union, subjected to a heartless monopoly; and all this under a 
constitution which guaranties the equality of taxes, and under 
a Government where their own Representatives makes the 
Jaws! Sucha state ofthings must cease. The farmers havea 
right to be restored to the bounties in lieu of drawback, which 
they formerly enjoyed; but asa general drawback of duty in 
favor of all consumers would be idleand absurd, as it would 
leave nobody to pay, the true remedy is, to make all even, in 
the first instance, by abolishing the tax; and thus sweeping 
away all claims and pretensions from all classes of consumers 
for any return of duty in any shape whatsoever.” 


- 4. The fourth of the peculiar effects which a 
salt tax produced on the article to wh'ch it applied, 
to which Mr. B. would advert, was in its perni- 
cious influence over importations and prices. Du- 
ties upon other articles only affected importations 
and piices in some reasonable proportion to their 
own amount; but in the case of sait, this influence 
was out of all proportion to the quantum of the 
tax; and the reasons we:e these: In the first place, 
salt was seldom imported as an article of merchan- 
dise for profit, but merely for ballast; and to tax 
one species of ballast, was to discourage its ietro- 
duction, and to cause another kind to be substi- 
tuted. Thus, stones, and even hravy wood, were 
now used by many ships zt a loss, which would 
prefer salt if free from duty. The other reason 
was, in its influence upon the price. Every body 
could see the price of the article in the seaport 
towns, and that it was usually forty or filty cents a 
bushel; thatis to sav, three times the cost of Li- 
verpo. ‘l; five times the cost of West Iodi ia; eight 
times the cost of Spanish and Portuguese; and ten 
to fifteen times the cost of the Mediterranean and 
Adriatic salte This was an increase of price out 
of all proportion to the duty, resulting from i's 
falling into the hands of intermediate dealers whe 
advance the duty for the importer, engross the arti- 
cle, and then put up the price ef the whole to the 
highest mark. Mr. B. stid that Sena'ors deceived 
themselves when they undertook to say the daty 
on salt being six cenis a bushel, it only added six 
cents to the cost. This was a great error, and ar- 
gued a want of practical information on the sub- 
ject. All duties add more than their amount to 
the cost of the article. The seller must bave his 
profit upon his whole outlay—upon the cost—the 
duty—and all the expenses. This was the case in 
all articles; but iñ respect of salt, the effect was 
what had been shown—an increase of price out of 
all proportion to the amount of ih? duty. 

5. The drain of specie (Mr. B. said) was 
another of the peculiar eviis of the salt trade 
in the West. It was there a ready money 
business, and a hard money business. All the 
testimony in the salt document, Ne. 196, proved 
this fact. All over the West, ready money, 
and hard money, or its equivalent, was ex- 
acted fer sa't. The credit system did not ex- 
tend to it; nor did the barter system seach it. . It 
could. not be obtained, like cther merchandise, on 
a credit of some months; nor in excharge fer pro» 
duce. Money in hand, and gocd money, was the 
word. The cunszquence was an immense drain 
upon the West for gold and silver, amounting to 
several millions o£ dollars per annam, and consti- 
tuting one of the powerful causes which shake the 
banks and derange the currency cf that region. 
If a free trade in sa't was allowed, all this 
would be altered. Salt would be like any 
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other foie go merch nose, 
duce, ani ujon credit New Ol ans woald be- 
come tie grat poiitof supp y, and many West- 
ern tarm rs woud there pu:chase for the nse:ves 
and nexhbors at fi st ccst, and ia exchange jor 
their surplus producis 
§. Another of she peculiar reasons for sup- 
pressiug this tax (Mr. B awi) was in its k own 
tendency and effect to do n finutely mare mischief 
lo the community than good to ihe Treasury. By 
shoting the Ue and increawug the pre of salt. it 
dd au injury to -gricu ture i finitely beyond the 
amount ol ine tax. “Phe natioual wea th, in the 
Impuriant branch of agrculture, was injured to 
the amountof wany miliors annually, in order that 
Government m ghi teceiveafew hun red thousind 
dollars. This has been one ot the enlizh:ened 
objections to t.e tax in all countries; and wasine 
of the ¢ffective argument. in causing its suppres- 
son 10 Engiand arout twenty years ago. The sait 


revenue then am wn'ed to seven anda half mil- | 


lions of dulars per annum; and it was the opinion 
of practical farmers, and enlightened statesmen, 
that the annual injury to the country was far be- 
yond that amount, Whatever the degree of in- 
jury might have, been in E:.g'and, I am free to de- 
Clare it as my opinicn, and that bottomed upon 
data, that it is tar greater in the United S ates. 

7, Again. The navigation of the West requires 
the addinon of the saitimpartaticn. Onr steam- 
boats go down to New Orleans lvaded, and with 
diffculiy obtain reun cargoes, and especialiy 
heavy articles for under cargo, and to serve as bal- 
las, Sait is the ident cal article to answer their 
purpose; and if imported in the quantity which 
the country requires, and which the Gulf of Mexico 
is ready to supply, to say nothing of other sources, 
would supply more reiurn fieizht than all other 
foreiga articles put together. Tne present popula- 
tion and stcck of the West would require an im- 
porta‘ion of tour millions of bushels of salt, equal 
n weight to one hundred thousand tons; to be ane 
Dually increased in a!l time to come. 


8. Insufficiency of the supply is another of the 
peculiar reason- for the free admission of foreign 
sait. This insufficiency is attested by every witne-s 
where :e-t muny has been read to the Senate. The 
Stiat is universal, and severe, all over the West; 
and whi'e most severe there, it isalsu sensibly felt 
in other parts of the Union. Tne national supply 
of Sait is .esuffisien'; and this truth, telt acd la- 
mented by all consumers, is easily demonstrated 
upon authentic data. The Senate wiil pardon 
some de‘al:s to eluci{ate a point so important: it 
will receive with indu'gence some statemenis and 
calculaticns to establish a fact of such gieat na- 
tional importance. I am of Gpinon that the sup- 
ply of salt for the United States, taken asa woe, 
is not the one-third part of what it cueht to be; 
taken seetionally, and for the valley of the Missis- 
sippi, and [am of opinion that it is not the one- 
fitth part of whatiteught to be. These opinions 
are not cruce ccncepliuus, or wid guesses, formed 
without daia, and uve ed without consideration; but 
they are the reszit of a careful examination into 
supply, the c nsumption, and the uses of sakin 
the United Siates, and in otner countries, preper to 
be compared with our own, (En2'aid ant France 
for example; and a compari-on o! the state of the sup- 
ply in each. ln this comparisoa tie supply of the 
Union, and ofthe We tespeciaily, will be discovered 
tobe fameutab’y cefcient, in tha salt document, 
No. 196, there is a staemert of ail the foreign 
salt imported, ani of ail the domestic sat made 
in the Unit-d States; they are authe wic and official 
statements, and wiii be taken 2s the basis of my 
calculations. The fore gn importation, for the 
year 1838, the last of which tre re uras are made 
up, !s, 10 roand numbers, seven millions of bust els; 
but these are cis'om-thous2 bushes, oae-hird b+- 
low less than rea! bushel-; so thar the acual im. 
portaiion iS only 4,600,001 mezsared ba-hels. Toe 
domest ¢ -upply is nominally about te same with 
the importation, say seen mliors of bushes; 
bat im reality far less, fr, wh le in Nev E-eland, 
and on the A:lanne coas, tae measured! ba he! 
p-evails, and a bush?! isa bn:he'; and wmle at 
the New York works 56 poands of good inspected 
salt n allowed fora bushel; yet in allthe West the 
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purchiscarie for pro- | bushel is coun ed ai 50 pounds; an lihat subject to 
| 
L eviceace, and which there reduce the sim-nulated 
| 
i 
l 


: peck. The evid-nce coes not appiy to other works, 


a'i the deducsons which have bren showa in the 
burh-l in the case of Kanawha salt to avout one 


but there is doubiless some adu'teration at all. 
With all these deductions, and making an average 
of the whoe, ihe domestic supply of salt cannot 
exceed ihre- and a bait m:licns of measure! 
bash: ls; making > toral of about eight mithoas 'or 
the home ard foreign supply pur tozether. This 
being the supply, we will now look to the consump- 
tin and compare it with that oi Eng!and, the fairest 
cbj-et of compar son. bo'h for numte s of people, 
theirsiock, andher ahit of thetsocount:ies Their 
poy ulauo’ is nearly equal, but thar ot the Un'ted 
States, greatest; in s'oc., Eng and eccreds us inthe 
Humber, ax well as in the value ot Sheep; is inferior 
to us in the nimber cf swine, and may be pretty 
rearly even in hornet cate and horses, trovgh 
I presume the number of each wou'd be greatest ia 
the United S ates. Such being the relative num- 
bers of people and stock in the two couniries, 
the next inquiry ‘sintu the quantity of sat con- 
sumed in Eng and, first by people, and then by 
sick. The Eng'i-h economists compute the con- 
sunplion of sali per head, for their whole popula- 
tion of 16 500 000 of sonls, at 22 ponds each; 
which gives 'or the whole au aggregate of 363,- 
000,000 millu ns of pounds, or 160,000 ‘ons, or 
6,400,000 customn-hou-e bushels.* This, of 
course, incu led all that went into foud of every 
kind. The salt for the stock in Erglind, exclu- 
sive of swine, was computed at 22,000,000 of 
bushels, (custom-house measure.) The details of 
the computation may be seen in the salt document 
of the last session, No. 269. Th> stock was comput- 
ed at 30,000 000 of sheep, 4 600,000 horned cattle, 
and 1,500,000 of horse:, the r rew mules included. 


| These two heads cf consumption alone about dou- 
| b'e the nominal number of bushels consumed in 
- the United States; still another large head of con- 
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sumption is to be iaciuded, that of manufactures, 
and the aris. This is a great and increasing source 
of consumption both in the United States and in 
Engtand: no less than fifty varieiies of manufac- 
tures carried on in Englan’?, and most of hem in 
the United States, require the we of salt, either in 
iis proper state, or ax a chemical preparation; and 
this without coua ing two app'icatious of the arti- 
cle, the use of which is now acquiring a prodigious 
extension; that cf chrystal.zed sodat for washing, 
and frigerifis mixtares for cooling or co: gealing 
fluids. This adtii nal head cof consumpticn being 
included —the qaantity of salt used in England in 


| manufactures, upon steek, and in human fvood— 


andthe consump ion there must more than double 
oar nominal quantity of fourteen millions, and 
exceed three to one cur actual quantity of 
8 millions. This makes geod my  op:nion 
that the supply of the United S ates, as a whole, 
is one third io» li t'e, assuming he English sapp'y 
to b- sufficent. But that is not adwitted- Tne 
Eng ish supply was held to be insufficient; with 
the actual c:nsumption which I have exhibited, 
and which was made in 1816, tne supply was held 
to be in-utheient; the country demanded larger 
supplies, anda free trade in the article; and in 
the year 1822, a free trade was granted it, the :a!t 
tax being entnely suppressed! Pa-sng from the 
national to the sectional supply—'rom the whole 
Union, to the Wes'—and Mr. B said, it was easy 
to see that the insufficiency was far greater there 
ihan in the A:tantic States, and far be ow the ave- 
rage of the whole. This was easily proved. 


*In France, it was computed by Mr. Necker that the con- 
sumption of salt in those provinces, which had purchased an 
exemption from the gabelle (the salt Government monopoly 
laws) at 194 pounds per head. g 

tSuda is a decomposition of ealt: itis one of its component 
parts Salt i> composed of muriatic acid and soda in the pro- 
portions of 53 per centum of soda, and 464 per centum of mu- 
Tiatica id. kis easily decomposed into its two constituent 
pirts by chemical process; and the separate parts, though no 
longer answering the purposes of salt, become useful in a great 
variety of manufactures, and in many houg-hold operations. 
Of these, hardso1p and crystaliz-d soda for washing, are among 
the most common. No hard soap is male without one of the 
component parts of salt; in washing, soda lessens the quantity 
ofsnap to be used on account of Ns Zrea‘er causticity, and 
makes the soap more detergent. So that, in addition to all its 
other virtues, salt isthe proinater of cleanliness, and furnishes 
the efficient agen in cleaning our parsons an! our clothes. 
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Taus, of theseven mi lons of importet custom. 
house bush-ls, there was imyorted at New Orleans 
in 1833, and it was the largest importation ever 
made there, only 634,000 busteim; that is to 
sav, not a tenth pait; while the population of the 
West is a third pa:t of the Union; and ber due pro. 
portion would have ben two millions of bushels. 
This isa deficiency of two thirds e f her propor. 
ional part cf this kind of sa't. Of domestic salt, 
the nominal supply of the West, counting all the 
works on ike Western waters, great and small, is 
about four millions of bushels but thee are fifly 
pound, and iick we ghi tushels, badly adulterated; 
rix of whch can be pat into a three bushe! barrel, 
and that without filling n!! The rewit of the 
wh: leis, that while the national supply of salt may 
be assumed to b- one third too litle, that of the 
West may be safely affirmed to be not one fifth 
part enoush. 

Such 's the deficiency of salt in the United States, 
and especal y inthe gr-at West. Such the stint 
of an article of the most ind spensable use, and of 
the most universal con-ump ion, and of which na- 
ture herself h-s prepared such an inexhau-tible 
quantity. Itis probable that salt is the most abune 
dant su*stance of our globe—that it is more abun- 
dant than earth itself. Like oiher necessaries of 
life—like air, and water, and tood—t is univer- 
sally diffused, and inexhaustibly abundant. It is 
found in all climes, and in a great variety of forms. 
The waters hold it in solution; the earth contains it 
in solid masses. Every seacontainsit. Itis found 
in all the boundless oceans which surroun! and 
pen-ira'e the earth, and through all their fathom. 
less depths. Many inland seas, lakes, ponds, and 
pools, are impregnated with it. S reams of saline 
wa‘er, in innumerable places, emerging from the 
bowels of the earth, approach its surface, and 


either issue from it im perennial springs, or 
: are easily reached by wells. 


In the depths of the 
earth itself it is found in solid nasses of intermina- 
ble extent. Thus inexhaus ibly absndant, and 
universally diffused, the wisdom and goodness of 
Providence is furiher manifested in the cheapness 
and facility of the preparation of this necessary of 
life for the use of man. Inall the warm latitudes, 
and especially between the tropics, nature herself 
performs the work. ‘The beams of the sun evapo- 
rate the sea water in all the low and shallow re- 
servoirs, where it is driven by the winds, or admit- 
ted by the art of man; and this evaporation leaves 
behind a deposite of pure salt, ready for use, and 


; costing very little more than the labor of gathering 


itup. In the interior, and in the colder satitudes, 
artificial heat is substituted for the beams ef the 
sun: the simplest process of boiling is resorted to; 
and where fuel is abundant, and especial- 
ly coal, the preparation of this prime ne- 
«essary is s'ill cheap and easy; and from 
Six to ten cents the real bushel may be 
considered as the ordinary ccst of production. 
Such is the bountifal and cheap suppiy of this arti- 
cle, which a beneficent Providence has provided tor 
us. The Supreme Ruler of the universe has done 
every thing t» supply his creatures with it. Man, 
the fleeting shadow of an instant, invested with his 
little brief authority, has done much to deprive them 
of it. In all ages of the worid, and in all coun- 
tries, salt has been a snbject, at diferent periods, 
of heavy taxation, and sometimes of individual or 
of Government monopoly; and precisely, because 
being an article that no man cvuld do without, the 
Government was sure of its tax, and the monopo- 
hzer of his price. Almost all nations, in some pe- 
riod of the:r history, have suffered the separate or 
double infliction of a tax, and a monopoly on its 


* Salt.— An English statue to prevent extortion in ils sale, 
and to subject its price to the regulation of city and county 
authorities. 

“And the lord mayor and aldermen of London, and the jus- 
tices of the peace at their respective genera! sessions, may set 
and publish the price of salt to be sold or exposed to sale (and 
not intended for exportation) within their reepective cities, 
counties and places, and may alter the same as they may see 
occasion; and the prices so set or altered are to be observed by 
every pereon selling or exposing salt for sale. And if any per- 
son shall sell any salt (except for exportation). t any higher 
price, or refuse to seil i: at the price so fixed as aforesaid, he 
shall forfeit twenty pounds, to be levied hv disrracs, by warrant 
of one justice; and, in default of sufficient distress such jus ice 
may imprison such offender until he pay the same, to be ap- 
plied half to the King, and half to him who shall sue.”--4et of 
George TIT, year W of hir reign, chap 2. see 149 
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salt; and, at some period, all have freed themselves 
from one, cr both. At present, there remain bat 
two countries which suffer both evils, our America, 
and the British East Indies. All others have got 
rid of the monopoly; many have got rid of the tax, 
Among others, the very country from which we 
copied it, and the one above all others least able to 
do without it. England, though loaded wuh debt, 
and taxed in every thing, is now free from the salt 
tax. Since 1822 it has been totally suppressed; 
and this necessary of life is now as free there as air 
and water. She even has a statnte* to guard its 
price, and common. law to prevent its monopoly. 

This act was passed in 1807. The commen 
law of Eog'and punishes all monopolizers, fore- 
stallers, and regraters. The Parliament, in 1807, 
took cognizance of a reported combination to raise 
the price of salt, and examined the manufactur- 
ers on oath. See Salt Document, No. 196. - 

Mr. B. said that a salt tax was not only politl- 
cally, but morally wrong: it was a species of im- 
piety. Salt stood alone amidst the prodactions of 
natare, without a rival or substitute, and the pre- 
server and purifier of all things. Most dations had 
regarded it as a mystic and sacred substance. 
Among the heathen nations of antiquity, and with 
the Jews, it was used in the religious ceremony of 
the sacrifices; the head of the victim being sprin- 
kled with. salt and water before it was offered. 
Among the primitive Christians, it was the subject 
of Divine allas‘ons, the symbol of purty, of in- 
corraptibility, and of perpe'uily. ‘The disciples 
of Christ were called ‘‘ihe salt of the earth;”? and 
no language, or metaphor, could have been more 
expressive.of their character and mission, pore in 
themselves, and an antidote to moral, as salt was 
to material, corruption. Among the nations of the 
East salt always has been, and still is, the symtol 
of friendship, and the pledge of inviolable fidelity. 
He that has eaten another's salt has contracted 
towards his benefactor a sacred obligation; and 

„cannot betray or injure him thereafter, without 
drawing upon himself (according to his religious 
belief) the certain effects of the Divine displeasure. 
While many nations have religiously regarded this 
substance, all have abhorred its taxation; and this 
sentiment, so universal, so profound, so inextin- 
guishable in the hunfan heart, is not to be over- 
looked by the Jegislator. 

Mr. B. concluded his speech with declaring im- 
placable war against this tax, with all its appurte- 

. naħt abuses, of monopoly in one quarter of the 
Union, and of undue advantages. in another. He 
denounced it as a tax upon the entire economy of Na- 
TURE and of anr—a tax upon man and upon beast 
—upon life and upon health—upon comfort and 
luxury—upon want and superfluity—upcn food 
and upon raiment—on washing, and on cleanli- 
ness. He-called it a heartless and tyrant tax, as 
inexorable as it was omnipotent and omnipresentja 
tax which no economy could avoid—no poverty 
could. shun—no privation escape—no cunning 
elude—-no force resist—no dexterity avert—no 
curses repulse—no prayers could deprecate. It was 
a tax which invaded the entire dominion of human 
operations, falling with its greatest weight upon the 
most helpless, and the most meritorious; and de- 
privipg the nation of benefits infinitely transcend- 
in value the amount of its own product. 1 devote 
myself, said. Mr. B, to the extirpation of this odi- 
ous tax, and its still more odious progeny—the salt 
monopoly.of te West. I war azainst them. while 
they exist, and I remain on this floor. Twelve years 
have passed away-—{wo years more than the seige of 
Troy lasted—sinee I, began: this con‘est. Nothing 
disheartened by so many defeats, in so long a time, 
I prosecute the war with unabated. vigor; and, re- 
lying upon the goodness of the cause, firmly calcu- 
late upon ultimate and final success, ` 


ae ENN TS 
SPEECH OF MR. STEENROD, 
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OF VIRGINIA. i 

Representatives, April 17, 1840—In 

Committee of the Whole, on the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 


penditures of the Government for the year 1840. 


Mr. STEENROD zose and said: Mr. Chairs 
man: In rising to address. the House at this time, 
it is not so much for the purpose of discussing the 
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bill under consideration as to express my viewst 
upon the great questions which have been intro- 
duced into this debate. I cannot refrain, s'r, from 
expressing my concurrence with my colleague 
(Mr. Samvets] in the opinion advanced by hima 
few dayssince, that the Congress of the United 
States are responsible to the nation for the expen- 
ditur.s of the Government, and not the Executive 
Department. While it isthe duty of the Presi- 
deat to recommend to Congress such measures.as 
the public interest may require, it is the province 
and prerogative of the Legislative Department, as 
one of the co-ordinate bracches of the Govern- 


ment, asthe money appropriating department, to | 


judge and act on the propriety of making each and 
every appropriation of money, and are responsible 
immediately to the people for the exercize of this 
power. , 

If this Government has become extravagant, the 


Legislative Department must alone be censured | 


for it; and, if reform is desired in the expenditures | 
of the Government, it must commence here, and ' 


not with the Executive, for ‘no money shall be | 


drawn from the Treasury butin consequence of 
appropriations made by law.” 

Mr. Chairman, the reform desired by the people 
of this country, is higher and broader, above and 
beyond, the questions examined and discussed a 


few days since, by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. | 


GuppixGs] and on yesterday by thehonorable mem- 
ber from Pennsylvania [Mr. Octr} It is in 
advance of those questions; itis the reform that 
looks at the very heart and sonl of our system of 
Government; the reform that looks to the restora- 
tion of the simple, but great features of the Consti- 
tution, and the advancement of the interests and 
rghts of the great masses, as provided for in that 
compact. It is the reform recommended in the annual 
message of the Chief Magistrate, and in other state 
papers which have emanated from that distinguish- 
ed public functionary; that of restoring the State 


| Governments to their municipal authority, confin- 


ing the Federal legislation to our foreign and ex- 
ternal relations; collecting, keeping, and paying out 
the revenue, with a strict observance of the appro- 
priate and conceded powers of the G_vernment; 
and thus reduce that overgrown Executive patron- 
age, that extravagance in the public expenditures, 
which are the spectres that haunt so continually 
the feverish imagination of certain gentlemen on 
this floor, and which are the consequences of Fede- 
ral usurpation, the legitimate offspriog of the Ha- 
miltonian.system. This reform is all that is re- 
quired to restore the Government to its Republican 
character and destination, to the virtue and the wis- 
dom thrown around it by our Revoluionary fa- 
thers, and our people to the enjoyment cf the equal 
rights and freedom provided for in its com- 
promises. f 

If I know myself, I am in favor of this reform. 
I say this in the sincerity ot my heart. IĮ believe 
the country is sick, and reduced to such an ex- 
treme condition as to raquire aid; reduced by un- 
wise legislation; by a total departure from the fun- 
damental provisions of the Constitution. The 
Government has been legislated into the hands of 
bankers and brokers, and reduced to a dependence 
on corporations, which assume to be alike at the 
defiance of law and public opinion. 


nues of the Goverment placed beyond the control 
and management of both the officers of the Go- 
vernment, and ihe representatives of the psople. . 

What has reduced the country to this extremity? 
What will arrest the tendency of these untoward 
events? These are the important subjects which 
now invite discussion, and should engage our cone 
sideration. — T f 

The money power, sir, is dangerousin every free 
Government. By the framers of our system of go- 


vernment, it was placed above and beyond the 


| abuse of the rulers and the ruled. The extent of the 


power conferred on the Federal Government was, 
the power “to coin- money, regalate the value 
thereof, and of foreign coins.” ‘This conferred lit- 
tle.or no patfonage or power oñ either the Govern: 


mentor its officers... Esch.and both. were left unena: 


gathbered aed unarined with that power, which has. 


The trade, - 
commerce, and measure of value, are all at the | 
mercy of stockjobbers and gamesters, and the reve- | 


late the monetary concern of the entire country: 
But the State and Federal Governments, by aiming 
at the exercise of that powér which was obviously 
withheld and reserved by and to the people, Have 
rendered nugatory and void this beautifal feature 
of our wise and free system of Government—the 
Federal Government, by chartering a Bank of the 
United States, and the State Governments, by en- 
acting proh:bi'ory laws against the employment of 
i dividual credit, and chartering a swarm of corpo- 
rations, with privileges and monopolies denied to 
private citizens—with the power to withdraw from 
circalation the precious metals—to hoard them up+~ 
and to issue thereon a paper circulation, thatis near- 
ly the exclusive exchangeable measure of value of 
the labor ard property of the entire country. Thus 
conferring upon an an association of incorporated, 
irresponsible bankers, who claim to be entrenched . 
behind their charters, and above and beyond the 
reach of the wili of the people, the power—the ab- 
solu'e power—to control the prices; thereby to 
contiol the subject-matter, the trade, the labor, 
the property, of the entire country. In obe» 
dience te the promptings of caprice, contracting 
the circulation, depreciating the prices of ail pro» 
perty, and reducing the wages of labor; then, 
again, according to the instinct of interest, expand- 
ing the circulation, appreciating the prices of pro- 
perty, with an uncertain and anstable value. As 
one time, administering the intoxicating dreamt 
of wealth and power; and then again reducing 
the celuded followers to beggary and waat.: - 
Mr. Chairman, are these the rights:of property 
that are secured to us by our system of govern 
ment? Are these the equal rights achieved by and 
guarantied to us by our gallant ancestry in the Re- 
volution? Ts this the freedom that is vouchsafed to 
the American people by the Constitation?:..No, 
sir; if the framers of our Government divided its 
powers into legislative, judicial, and executive de- 
partments, between the Federal and State Govern- 
ments, to avoid the concentration of power in the 
hands of the few—if they absolved this le 
from the entails, primogeniture, and the privileged. 
order of the Governments of the old world, in their 
devotion to popular supremacy and popular righ s, 
it was not to confer these privileges, this monopo- 
ly, and this power, on a moneyed aristocracy, or a 
legislative American nobility? No, sir! To this 
condition was this free people and country reduced 
by unwise legislation—by a departure from the 
Constitution. What then was the course, the ao» 
tion of the Democratic party-—the party that em- 
bosomed the principles of the people-—that impet- 
sonated the idea of the age and our. institutions? 
To restore the Constitution, to return again to its 
wisdom and virtue. This was the tendeacy and 
the aim of. the measures that marked and distin- 
guished the administration of President Jackson. 
The charter of the Bank of the United: States was 
doomed to expire, and the institution to close its ca- 
reer. The standard ‘of. yalue of the preciéus:me- . 


been claimedVor the neuf by some to regu- 


_ tals, which had been debased, was reinstated and 


restored. Mints were: established, and: farnished 
with bullion “to coin money,” asd sapply the cbans 
try with precious metals as a circulating? p 
and the revenue power of the Federal Government 
was employed to limit the circulation of notes by- 
t.e State banking institutions, and thus to enlarge 
and increase the specie basis, and gradually to re- 


` store the country to a sound, uniform measure of 


value. Isit the policy of the Republican party 
which causes the alternate distress and prosperity to 
which this country is so often. sybject? -Isit this 
policy of the present Administration that justly sub- 
jectsit to the charge of being the cause of these 
evils}: No, sir; it is the departure from the great 
fandamental principles of our Government, the in- 
duotion.of this powerful element, the. ase, thé pe- 
rilous employment of the paper that er- 
eris this flactuating and destroying influence on the 
fortunes of the country. ae 
Now, sir, permit me to fortify this position SY 
the lms. of one who will be accredited by 
nearly all who are oppésed to: this opinion; 8n 
who, ini 1819, was appointed one of the comm t 
tée “to exame atò. the proceeding of the Bank of 
the United States, with directions to report thereon:” 
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one who has been selecied by a great party in this 
country as the candidate for the second office with- 
in the gift of the people: one who might be sup- 
posed to be the exemplar of the opinions and prin- 
ciples of this party—no other personage than Go- 
vernor Tyler, of Virginia. Wnat did he say on 
this subject, in a speech delivered in the House of 
Representatives on the 6h of April, in the year 
1819, when the report referred to was under consi- 
deration? He said: 

“There remains now but one branch of inquiry 
with those who do not think the creation of this cor- 
poration an unconstitutional act, viz: Is it expedi- 
dient to direct a scire facias, or, in other words, to 
pat down this corporation? I contend that it is. 
For one, I enter my protest against the banking 
system as conducted in this country—a system not 
to be supported by any correct principles of politi- 
cal economy; a grdss delusion, the dream of a vi- 
sionary—a system which has done more to corrupt 
he morals of a society than any thing else; which 
has introduced a struggle for wealth, instead of 
that honcrable struggle which governs the acticns 
of a patriot, and makes ambition virtue; which has 
made the husbandman sparn his cottage, aod intro- 
duced a spirit at variance with the simplicity of 
our institutions. Icalt upon the warm advocates 
of banking now to surrender their errors. Shall I 
take them by the hand, and lead them through our 
cities? Bankruptcy meets us at every step; ruin 
stares us every where in the face. ShaliI be toli 
of the benefits arising to commerce from the con- 
traction of capital? Away with the delusion. Ex- 
perience has exposed its fallacy. True, fora mo- 
ment, it has operated as a stimulus; bat, like ar- 
dent spirit, it has produced activity and energy but 
for a moment: relaxation has followed, and the tor- 
por of death has ensued. When ycu first open 
your bank, much busile ensues: a factitious god- 
dess, pretending to be wealth, stands at the door, 
inviting all to enter and receive accommodation; 
splendid palaces arise; the ocean is covered with 


sails: bat some alteration in the state of the country 


takes place; and when the thoughtless adventurer, 


seated in the midstof his family, in the imaginary | 


enjoyment of permanent security, sketches out to 
himself long and halcyon days, his prospects are 
overshadowed, and misery, ruin, and bankruptey 
make their appearance in the form of bank curtail- 
ments. If this be true, and I appeal to the knowledge 
of all men for its trath, I demand to know if you 
can put down the system too soon. Can we too 
soon escape the dangers with which we are sur- 
rounded? I know I shall be told that, even if we 
put down this bank, the State banks will still exist. 
Even if true, the position is not a justifiable one. 
If the State Legislatures do not follow the example 
which we set them, we shall have acquitted our- 
selves of our duty. It is all that can be asked of 
us. Bat, sir, we actually possess the lever of Ar- 
chimides, and have a foot of ground on which to 
rest it. Our revenue amounts to upward of 
$20,000,000 annually. Require a fourth, or even 
a sixth, to be paid in gold and silver—what would 
be the effec’? The merchant would collect the 
notes of banks, and demand specie for them; and 
thas a test would be adopted by means of which to 
ascertain the solvency of each institation. The de- 
mand of specie thus produced would have the be- 
neficial effect of introducing more of it into the 
country; for money is like every other article, and 
will find its way to the market where it is most 
wanting. The system might be enlarged gradually 
un'il your wishes should be consummated. 1 know 
the ground I occupy when I urge these considera- 
tions upon you. A man iegardful alone of the 
fleeting and ephemeral popularity of the hour 
would hesitate impressing them upon you. But I 
should not hold myself entitled to your counte- 
nance, Mr. Chairman—to the countenance of ho- 
nest men—or, what is still more important, the ap- 
probation of my consc ence, if I could be operated 
on by such motives or fears. Pardon me for still 
further extending this inquiry. There are three 
parties interested in the question which we are 
called on to decide: the stockholder, the debtor, and 
the Government. I contend that it is to the inte- 
rest of the honest stockholder to put down this 
bank.” 
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Governor Tyler, then, the candidate of the 
Whig party, the acknowledged exponent and repre- 
Sentative of the principles of this party, may ““pro- 
test against the banking system,” as thea conducted 
in the country, as “a syste:n Bot to be supported 
by any correct principles of political economy—a 
gross delusion, the dream of a visionary,” as “a 
system which has done more to corrupt tne morals 
of society than any thing e'se;” who m2y condemn 
the bank curtailment as the cause of “misery, 
ruin, and bankruptcy;? who may. advance the doc- 
trine that the Federal Government, “by means of 
collecting its revenue in gold and siiver, would no! 
only be a test to ascertain the solvent banks, but 
the beneficial effects of introdycing more of it into 
the country.” Governor Tyler can advance these 
opinions, and commend himgée!f to the high and 
favorable consideration of his party; but when the 
Chief Magistrate of this Repubiic, whose duty it is 
to recommend such measures as the public interest 
may require, advances and recommends those prin- 
ciples, it is charged here as a most inexcusable and 
damning offe:.ce against the banks, and the Admi- 
ei: tration is denounced as endeavoring to reduce 
the wages of labor, and restore the country to an 
exclusive metallic currency. 

(Mr. Wise here wished his colleague [Mr. S ] to 
inform him where he could find the speech referred 
to, and was understood to endorse it as containing 
sound Democratic principles. | 

Mr. Sreenrop congratulated his eol!eague onhis 
coaversion to those principles, and pronounced 
them the principles of the Republican party, and 
informed Mr. W. where he could find the speech 
referred to. 

(Mr. Wiss said he did not endorse these princi- 
ples, and proceeded to define his opinions on the 
subject at some length. He said his former course 
would show that he had invariably condemned the 
banking system when it was excessive; and, if his 
colleague would refer to the Debates of Gales and 
Seaton, he would see that he had made a regular re- 
port against eighty or ninety of those institutions for 
excessive issue, and his party had gone with him. 
At the same time, he said he did not blame the 
banks for the causes under waich we now labor, 
but he thought the policy of the Administration 
was much to blame, and referred to the removal of 
the deposites ] 

Mr. S. resumed. I will, then, Mr. Chairman, 
oppose the op'nons of my colleague [Mr. WisE] 
with another authority—a certain “ wise man of 
the East, one who, it is whispered, is soon to be 
left in the other end if this Capitol as the prominent 
defender of the banking institutions of the country. 
Yes, sir, when that setting luminary that is now 
lingering in his leave, and awakening so many 
thrilling reminiscences of the past, when he pro- 
mised to be the harbinger of a brighter and better 
day, and cheered the hearts and quickened the hopes 
of his numberless admirers; when this setting lumi- 
nary shall repose his blazing axle in the cooling 
shade of his own beautiful Ashland, the gentleman 
whom I now quote from as authority, will not only 
be the star in the ascendant, but the pre-eminent 
champion of the banks and the bankers. Itis the 
authority of the Senator from Massachusetts [the 
Hon. D. Webster. ] 

Mr. S. then read from Mr. Webster’s speech of 
1824, as follows: 


“The paper system of England ha-l certainly communicated 
an artificial value to property. It had encouraged speculation, 
and excited overtrading. When the shock, therefore, came, 
and this violent pressure for money acted at the same moment 
onthe continent and in England, inflated and unnatural prices 
could be kept up no longer. A reduction took place, which has 
been estimated to have been at least equal toa fall of 30, if not 
40 per cent. The depression was universal; and the change 
was felt in the United States severely, though not equally so 
in every part of them. There are those, i am aware, who 
maintain that the events to which T have alluded did not cause 
the great fall of prices; but that fall was natural and ivevitable, 
from the previously existing state of things, the abundance of 
commodities, and the wantof demand. But that would only 
prove that the effect was produced in another way, rather than 
by another cause. Ifthese great and sudden calls for money 
did not reduce prices, but prices ‘fell, as of themselves, to their 
natural state, still the result is the same; for we perceive that, 
after these new calla for money, prices could not be kept longer 
at their unnatural height. 

“About the time of these foreign events, our own bank sys- 
tem underwent a change; and all these causes, in my view of 
the subject, concurred to produce the great shock which took 
place in our commercial cities, and through many parts of the 
country. The vear 1819 wasa year of numerous failures, and 
very considerable distress, and would have furnished far bet- 
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ter grounds than exist at present for that gloomy representa- 
tion of our condition which has been presented. Mr. Speaker 
has alluded to the strong inclination which existe, or has exist. 
ed, in various parts of the country, to issue paper money, as a 
proof of great existing difficulties. Iregard itratheras a very 
productive cause of those difficulties; and the committee will 
not fail to observe that there is, at this moment, much the loud. 
est complaint of distress precisely where there has been the 
greatest attempt to relieve it by systems of paper credit, And, 
on the other hand, conteni, prosperity, and happiness, are most 
observable in those parts of the country, where there has been 
the least endeavor to administer relief by law. In truth, 
nothing is so baneful, so utterly ruinous to all true industry, as 
mterfering with the legal value of money, or attempting to 
raise artificial standards to supply its place. Such remedies 
suit well the spiritofextravagant speculation, but they sap the 
very foundation of all honest acquisition.” 

‘Pais authority attributes the disasters of 1824, 
principally to the paper system, when this sysiem 
may be said to have been in its most successful ca- 
reer. It had found a lodgement in the State and 
Federal Governments. The Bank of the United 
States and the State banks, were all in successful 
tide of operation. The banks then were not only 
the fiscal ascents of the Government, their paper 
received and paid out for the public use and dues, 
and their paper nearly the exclusive measure of 
value, bat my colleague will bear testimony that 
the then Administration was nut cha'ged with op- 
posing them, or warring on their rights or interests. 
Still, at that favorable period, with all their advan- 
tages, this high authority shows that they signally 
failed in accomplishing the purposes for which they 
were instituted, and the great ca‘astrorhe entailed 
on the country by the inherent evi’s of the system. 

But,sir,I invite my colleague to follow me toanother 
era that has been referred to by him,and distinguish- 
ed by the impress made on the age and the country 
by the paper system. I holdin my hand the report 
of Mr. Tyler of Virginia, from the Committee oa 
Finance, who were instructed by resolutions of the 
Senate to investigate the affairs and conduct of the 
Bank of the United States. 

I now, sir, invite the consiperation of the House 
to the opcrations of the Bank, as developed in this 
report, during the memorable and distinguished 
years of 1833 and 1834; the period that is known 
inthe history of this body as the panic session of 
Congress. 

“On the 24th September, 1833, the board appointed a com- 
mittee of seven members, to take into consideration what mea- 
sures it isnecessary and proper should be adopted on the part 
of this Bank, in consequence of the recent intimation that the 
Government depositey are to be removed. That com- 
mittee recommended, and the Bank adopted, the tollowing mea- 
sures, 

“1l. To extend the regulation of the 13:h August, as to the 
purchase of domestic bi'ls at the five Western oftices, to those 
of Burlington, Utica, Buffalo, Pittsburg, Natchez, and New 
Orleans. : 

“2, To limit the purchase of bills of exchange to those paya- 
ble in the Atlantic cities. and in New Orleans and Mobile, not 
having more than ninety days to run. 

“3. Increasing the rates of collection and purchase of bills of 
exchange, at the Bank and several offices, on different sections 
of the Union. 

“4. To decline the receipt of notes of State hanks, except such 
as are established in the same place with the office receiving 
them, and to collect the balances due from State banka. 

“5. Thatall the balances due by distant State banks, be col- 


lected either in specie or in drafts on the Atlantic cities; and that 
such balances be not permitted to accumulate.” 


On the 8ih of October, 1838, the board further 
decided and ordered a general and gradual reduc- 
tion of the loans and discounts. The reduction 
made in obedience to this order, in October, was 
$5,825,906 74; and on the 23d of January, 1834, 
a reduction of $3,320,000 was further ordered 
by the board. It is alleged in the report, this or- 
der is made, not in consequence of the removal of 
the depesites, bat of other expecte! acts of hos- 
tility on the part of the Executive. Thus the 
whole reduction ordered in less than feur months 
amounted to $9,865,435 58. 

The circulation of the bank, on the first day of 
October, 1833, was $19,128,189 57; which circu- 
lation was protected by $10,663,440 5L of spe- 
cie; its demand on the State banks amounted to. 
$2,238,573 10, which was, in fact, equivalent to 
specie. 

In the two ensuing months from that day, there 
was due cn domestic exchange $5,279,320 45; 
thus giving the Bank the resources at command 
to that extent. 

Here, sir, you sea an institution that is the 
child of the Government, commence an open an- 
tagonistical operation cn ils welfare, “an conse- 
quence [mark the language of the resolution on 
which these measures were founded] that the 
deposites of the Government are to be removed.” 
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They whom the people had elected to conduct 
the affairs of this Government in the dis- 
charge of their high public duties, intimate that 
the deposites of the Government are to be re- 
moved trom the Bank. This arouses the ire and 
awakens the displeacure of the nine bankers in 
the city of Philadelphia. They pass the order, 
and issue the belligerant fulmination; and mark 
the consequence on the welfare of the country— 
the ruin and desolation. The rates of the ex- 
changes are deranged and increased, the notes 
of the State banks are discredited and depre- 


ciated, the Siate institutions are put under the | 


enactment of paving out their specie; or the 
more ruinous requirement of meeting the balances 
with drafts on the Atlantic cities; while, to complete 
the cata-trophe, the contraction of the circulation 
of nearly ten millions is ordered and effected in 
less than four months! This arrested the progress 
and prosperity of the country, prostrated its trade 
and commerce, suspended the steady and uniform 
pursuits of industry, and brought all to that so- 
lemn, deathlike pause, that was followed by suc- 
cessive failure on failure, extending and multiply- 
ing over the country, until our towns and cities 
seemed to have been sacked, and our country pil- 
laged with the ravages of a relentless and destruc- 
tive foe. ` 

What causes actuated this policy ? what pro- 
duced this prastration of the great interests of the 
country? The resolutions adepted by the Bank on 
the 24th of September, and the report made to the 
board thereon, recommend and adopt their policy, 


“in consequence of the recent intimations that the | 


deposites of the Government are to be removed.” 
Oa the 11th of Joly, after the deposites had been 
removed, and Congress had adjourned without or- 
dering the deposites to be restored to the Bank, the 
board of directors of the Bank adopted the follow- 
ing orders: 7 

1. “Thatthe instructions hitherto given for a reduction of the 
amount of bills discounted at ihe Bank und the several offices 
are hereby revoked; and that the line of bills discounted at the 
several offices. shall, until the further order of this board, remain 


at its present amount. R 
2. “That if, in the judgment of the committee on the offices, 


any particular office should require an increase of its line of | 


bills discounted, or domestic biils, or both, in order to relieve an 
existing pressure upon the community in which such office is 
situated, the committee is hereby authorized to direct such inn- 
crease.’? 


Those resolutions, abandoning the adopted poli- | 


cy of the Bank, suggested by the intimation that 
the de posites were to be removed—abandoned when 
the deposites were removed, and Congress had re- 
fused to order them to be restored—the reduction 
of $3,320,000 of the loans and discounts in Janua- 
ry; which the report alleges and admits “was not 
in consequence of the removal of the deposites, 
butof other expected acts of hostility on the part of 
the Executive,” neither there specified no referred 
to—the evident reduction of the loans and dis- 
counts of the Bank to what was unnecessary for 
the protection of the Bank, and unwarranted by the 
interest of the stockholders—all tend to awaken 
the suspicion of the presence of another active and 
prevailing principle, above and beyond the protec- 
tion of the chartered interest and rights of the Bank. 
What is this principle? Let us examine further 
this report of Jobn Tyler—the report of a com- 
mittee, the majority of which were the partisan 
friends of the Bank. Here the awakened suspi- 
cions are strengthened by “confirmation strong as 
proofs of Holy Writ.” The presence of this prin- 
ciple is developed, tangibly and visibly, the princi- 
ple that originated, guided, and concluded, this 
drama-like movement of the Bank. Yes, sir, here 
on the 421 and 45 pages of this report, and the 
seven‘h scene through which this extenuating com- 
mittee has conducted us, is the open development 
of the principle that induced this course of opera- 
ration of the Bank: the Bank sought to usurp the 
place of the people, and give direction to the Go- 
vernment; to substitute its orders for the ballot box, 
aod make its iron will sapreme over the constituted 
authorities of the country. And here were the 
weapons by which this direct warfare was to be 
carried on; by which it was 10 acquire its supre- 
macy over the country, not only by harassing the 
people into a compliance to it, but by pension- 
ing the public press, and securing seats to its 
favorites on this floor. Where, then, is this evi- 


| Bank in the sma!l sum of $238,586! 
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dence, and what does the report say? That 
the Bank made loans to members of this House, 
or other public functionaries, upon security 
which was insufficient; or, that it made volan- 
tary donations of its funds to the members of Cun- 
gress; or, that it had greatly multiplied its loans, 
and bestowed its favors on public men or par- 
tisan presses, pending political agitations, which 
iinvolved in their results the existence of the Bank 
itself? No! Who would expect these loyal friends 
of the Bank to report this? But they report 
these startling facts: that, in the year 1834, fifty- 
two members of Congress were indebted to the 
These were 
the impartial judges who were to decide on the 


"fix the guilt on the banks. 


rights of this institution, and honestly represent i 
the people of this country on the question that then ` 


divided the Bank and the people—the great ques- 
tion, the result of which involved the existence of 
the Bank and the liberties of the people. 


This re- . 
port not only shows that fifty-two members of Con- || 


gress were indebted to the institut.on in the sem of | 


$238,586, but it reports the expenditure of the Bank 
as an open and avowed advocate in elections. The 
report says: 


“The committee cannot leave this subject without express- 
ing their decided opinion of the impolicy of the course pursued 
by the directors in having thus increased the expenses of the 
institution in the printing and distributing the speeches and 
many of the pamphlets and documents which are mentioned 
in the vouchers. Theexpense is believed to have been unne- 
cessarily incurred. It would have been more judicious and 
wise to have left these publications tg reach the country through 
the ordinary channels of communication. There would have 
existed no backwardness in the public press, or on the part of 
individuals, to spread information before the people, while its 
own attitude would have Jost nothing in public estimation by 
the practice of more reserve. 

“The augmented amount of expenditure in the years 1832 and 
1834, over the preceding and intermediate years, taken in cən- 
nection with the circumstance that, during those two years, im- 
portant elections were to take place, subject it to the charge, 


| Whether well or ill founded, the Senate wil! determine, of a di- 
` rect interference in elections, from which it should have most | 


cautiously abstained, even in appearance.” 

Mr. Chairman, when it was rendered evident 
that the iron purpose of the President would re- 
main unshaken and unmoved, above the price and 
beyond the power of the Bank; when its money 
had been wasted in vain on the virtue of our peo- 
ple; they had breasted the devastation, and the 


country had passed through its severe ordeal of | 


distress and pillage; when this proud and powerful 


_ institution had been thus foiled in its aim of supre- 


macy over the country, and in it treasonable pur- 
poses against the Government, it then issues its 
last order of relief, assumes the fiduciary character 
of regulating the currency, and relieving the dis- 
tress of our pecple; and seeks to commend itself to 
the favor of an injured community by whispering 
that the curtailment of its loans and discounts, and 
the derangement of the exchanges, were caused by 
acis of Executive hostility. 

This Bank policy and power is now secretly and 
powerfully at work in the country to perpetuate 
the abuses and effect the purposes which are de- 
veloped in this report. 

The appeal is made in this hall, to the people, 
to put down this Administration as the author of 


the derangement in the currency and the pecuniary ; 


distress ia the country, and to instal in the Presi- 
dency a Bank candidate, as a panacea for these 
great evils. 


no laws have, as yet, been enacted by Congress, 
onning the public moneys to be otherwise depo- 
sited. 

Ifthe Administration was, then, to be driven 
from place, was to fall under the displeasure 
of the people, by groundless accusations like 
these, will not these gentlemen (with this conclu- 
sive proof fixing those charges on the banks) ex- 
claim, “Put down these institutions!” Will not the 
culpability of these corporations be visited with the 
same disapprobation that was avowed against the 
Administration? No! the President of the people 
may be overwhelmed with charges like these; but 
Then all isto be 


' silenced under the persuasion of the great utility of 


the “ paper system,” and the accredited infailibili- 
ty of bankers. 


I have here, sir, a report of the Secretary of the 


* Treasury, made to the Senate on the 26th of Feb- 


ruary, 1838, transmitting statements of the rates of 
exchange and prices of bank notes at different 
periods. From that report, I quote the prices 
of bank netes at Philadelphia in the years 
1827 and 1836: in the year 1827, for the 
Bank of the United States was then in the plens 
itude of its power; and the year 1836, for then the 
State banks were in full and successful operation. 
What, sir, does this evidence incontestably prove? 
with what character does it impress these regu~ 
lators of the exchanges and currency? 
The following is the table: 


A table showing the highest and lowest price of bank 
notes at Philadelphia, in the year 1827 and 1836. 


During the ex-|Under thaBtate 


istence ef the} bank system, 
BANKS oF United States; 1836. 

Bank, 1827, i 
Maine - : - 24 to i$ d. ltofald. 
New Hampshire - | 2¢ to 1h ltofald. 
Vermont ` - 2$ told. ltoža ld. 
Massachusetts - - | lto2} ald. | ltofald. 
Rhode Island - . | 2told, ltogald. 
Connecticut - - Ittold. ltojald. 
New York city - : - : par arto $d. 

. New York, country - - lto3d. | Pio led. 
Philadelphia - = - + : standard | standard 
Other Pennsylvania par told. | par to2} d. 
New Jersey - parto2ald.; par told. ` 
Delaware . - ar to lid ar tof d. 
Baltimore : - -:; pa. to par todd. 
Other Maryland : + | Zo told. 
District of Columbia - fofa told. 

| Virginia - . - | tolłd. i to lid. 
Western Virginia - | 3to 4$ d. $to 24 d. 
North Carolina 3 to 54 d. 2 to3 
South Carolina - -: to if d. 2to3d 
Georgia - Fi - : to2d. 2to3d 
Florida - : : : - no sales 
Alabama - - - | 10 t02% d. 3to7d 
Louisiana - - - | 5to 4d. A to6 d 
Mississippi - - -| 6d. 3w6d 
Tennessee . ' -i 7to lod E 
Missouri . - ! - ; no sale 
Illinois - . - | - | 3to 6d, 
Indiana - . - - | 3 to 3$ d. 
Kentucky . . 30 to 40 d. 2to3d. 
Ohio - . : 4to6d. {2to3d. 
Michigan - - - | 10to3d | 2to3d. 
Canada - - . i6to5d ' 2to4įd. 


eet 

The notes of the banks of the six New England 
States, at Philadelphia, in 1827, onder the existence 
of the Bank of the United States, ranged from one 
to two and a half per cent. discount. The notes of 
the same banks, at Philadelphia, io 1836, during 


` the operation of State banks, ranged from three- 
` fourths to one per cent. discount. The notes of the 


The report I hold in my hand, from the Treasu- : 


ry Department, conclusively and incontestably 


proves the banks and the bankers to be guilty of . 
what is here charg d upon the Administration. In | 
1839, the banks had in circulation $135,170,995; | 


at the present time, 1840, they have $ 106,968,572, 
showing a reduction ın the circulation of the banks 


of $28,000,000. All will admit that the inevirable | 
consequence of this curtailment of the currency, | 


is a reduction of the prices- of property, the 
wages of labor, and the pecuniary distress of the 
country. This, then, is sufficient for my purpose, 
to show the contraction in the circulation of the 
banks, and it is for the banks to demonstrate to the 
public that this is no inherent defect in the system. 


And, lest some sapient politician should charge this 
operation of the banks to the Administration, permit | 


me here to add, that, during the past year, the notes 
of the specie-paying banks have been received for 
the public dues, and a large portion of the public 
moneys have been deposited in the banks, because 


banks of Virginia, Maryland, North snd South 


' Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, and Mir- 


sissippi, at Philadelphia, in 1827, during the exis’- 
ence of the Bank of the United States, ranged 


, from one-fourth to twenty-five per cent. discount. 


The banks of the same States, at the same place, in 
1836, ranged from one-half to seven per cent. dis- 
count. The notes of the banks of Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, Ohio, and Michigan, at Fhiladeiphia, in 
1827, ranged from three to forty per cent. discount. 
The State banks of the same States, at the same 
place, in 1836, ranged from two to six per cent. 
discount. What then, sir, does this table conclu- 
sively prove and show? that the State institutions 
have conducted the exchanges of the country on 
more favorable and better terms than the Bank of 
the United States, at the period here referred to. 
If they have, then, cn other occasions, conducted 
the exchanges of the country on these favorable 
terms, at reasonable rates, rates equivalent and 
corresponding to the cost of transporting from one 


4n4 
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point to another, this conclusively shows the ability 
of the State iastitations thus successfully to con- 
duct the exchanges. If these institutions are char- 
tered and created for this and o'her public pur- 
poses, they are answerable for the present unprece- 
dented derangement in the exchanges, and for their 
present high and unwarranted exactions and rates 
for that abuse of the system, by which they fail to 
disenarge their public trust and meet the public ex- 
igencies. 

These proud American bankers, who are en- 
compassed around with thoir exclusive privileges, 
enthroned on their chartered monopoly, in the sa- 
preme enjoyment of their unlawful gains, and 
whose heartiess policy is extorting the profits of 


tradeand the earnings of industry, are the cnes who | 


go out with their accustomed complacency and un- 
blushing effrontery, into the public places, and tell 
the peop’e that these ills are the consequences of 


the unwise policy of the present Admmistration. || 


Has the Administration abstrac’ed from circula- 


and to subtile to hoard up? Has the Administra- 
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corded in the decalogve of the patty—they were 
their settled principles of action. 

Ata meeting Feld at the capital of my cwn State 
by the citizens of Richmond in 1827, to express 
their disapprobation of the election of Gen:ral Jack- 


son to the Presidency, the meeting said: 


“In the general constitution of things the military principle 
seemed designed by fate to be the irreconcileable foe and de 
stroyer of liberty. The liberties of Greece fel! before Alexan- 
der, those of Rome betore Syila and Cæsar, of England betore 
Cromwell, of France before Bonaparte. Why, feliow-citizens, 
should be not profit by the example of those celebrated unfortu- 
nate States? Why shou'd we, by the election of a citizen as 
curruler, whose claimsate derived exclusively by the sword, 
sanction the principle that military is greater than civil merit?” 


What, sir, do we now witness?) What change 
came o’er the spirit of the dream? At the Navion- 


anti-military party, for the purpose of nominating 
a candidate for President and Vice President, two 
out of the three candidates presented before this 
convention for nomination were men whose claims 


1 i i, were founded exclusively on their military services; 
uon the precious metals, suak them in the dark 


yecesses and subterranean vaults, and issued thereon ` 
a paper currency that was too base to circulate, . 


tión assumed the high trust of regulating the cur- 


rency of the States of this great Union; then, in a 
huckstering spirit of gain, with the legerdemain 
of games'ers, debasing the currency and derang- 
ing the exchanges? Has the Administration at 
one time extended facilities for the enlargement of 


the circulating medium, raised the prices of pro- | 
perty, and the wagesof labor; and ther, without | 
any sufficient cause, curtailed those facilities, and | 


involved the whole country in one common dis- 
tress? Has the Administration collec ed large re- 
venues of the people in gold and siiver at the time 
of great public distress, exporied it abroad to 


meet fore ga engagements, white it sought legis- _ 
lative exemption from home and domestic respon- | 
These are the misdemeanors 


sibilities? Io, sir. 
that the American bankers have been again and 


again convieted of before the peop'e; and still these | 
are the ones who are now charging the offences, of | 


| prehensions as to mi'itary rule? No, sir. 
| Federal Whig journal, from the Aro s'cok to the 


nap mee aa a io 
a a ghee are eee ee 


which they alone are culpab’e, upon the Adminis- ' 


tration! Then, why is this? what is the design of | 


these keen Creesus-like money changers? Is it to 
elect a man to the Presidency because he is a mili- 
tary chiefiain? 
dency becanse he is the candidate of the viriuous 
and laborious yeomanry of the log cabin? or is the 


bank power opently inthe politcal field, with its | 


candidate? Let us lock at this, and tee what the 
past, like a faithful monitor, unfolds to us. 


ano her occasion, united their support of a military 
candidate fur the Presidency, and opposed that 
candidate to an Administration that had come into 
power agains! the express will of the people, and 
whose continuance in power was, of course, a dis- 
paragement to popular rights—in this struggle be- 
tween power and liberty, of life and death—in this 
popular effort to restore the rights of man and De- 
mocratic freedom, and put down an Administration 
that was not only a usurpation, but whose continu- 
anee in place was a bold and reckless defiance to 
popular supremacy, by what arguments were the 
people then opposed? what language was then 
whispered in their ears? how then were their ap- 
prenensions to be wrought on to allay the increas- 
ing indignation, and to a'ienate them from their 
beloved principles? The peopie were then told by 
one with authority in the land, that “the candidate, 
however illustrious and succes-ful he may be, must 
present some other title than laurels, however glo- 
riously gathered on the blood-stained field,” that it 
was better to “visit our favored land with wars, 
with pestilence, and with famine, with any scourge 
other than military rule, or a blind and heedless en- 
thusiasm fot mere military renown,” that, as “a 
friend of iiberty and the permanence of our institu- 


tions, he could not consent, at that early stage of | 


their existence, by contributing to the electiun of a 
military chieftain.” These, then, were the patri- 
otic deciamations of the day, worthy to be pro- 
claimed from the proud rallying points of the par- 
ty by the commandant, whose accustomed orders 
never failed to precipitate his marshalled forces to 


Is it to elect a man tothe Presi- | 


any one singe point. These principles were re- 


and one of these was the nominee, anid is now the 
cand date, of this party for President. How does 
this heretofore anti-military party receive this no- 
mination? With their former fears and distrust of 
a military chiefiain? with their former shadowy ap- 
Every 


Sabine, raises the miliary chieftain’s blazonry, and 
wings forth, to an adm'r.ng and enthusiastic party, 
the praises of the military candidate for President; 
while here, the partisan statesman reviews t:e cr- 
ders of the commandant, the line o! march, the 
forces, the tent, and the fi: lẹ, to prove their candi- 


: al Convention recertly held by this same hereto‘ore | 


candidates who are paraded before the country as 
the log-cabin candidates. While the nine hundred 
banks, with their stockholders, officers, and depen- 
dats, as partisans of these candidates, are openly, 
in the political field, struggling for the maintenance 
of the privilege and monopoly of the paper system, 
the control of the State and Federal Governments, 
the use of the revenues of the Government to bank 
upon; while they are supporting these candidates 
for privilege against right, for power over liberty, 
the pecple are to be hoodwinked, and sapport this 
candidate for his military services as the candidate 


_ of the log cabin. 


Here is the secret of this newborn love for the 
military chieftain and log-cabin candidate by those 
bankers. These are the candidates who have sus- 
tained the rights of property as paramount to the 


, Tights of persons; the candidates whose principles 


date to be a military chieftain of unbiushing fame ` 


and pre-eminentrenown. The cavalcade cl your 
proud merchan's and rich bankers taictens on the 
view ot the observer, ciowds the field of engage- 
ment; and, with the innumerable crowd of their 
liveried clerks, their court like placemen and depen- 
dants, swell the retinue, and extends the long lines 
of the followers of the military chieftaia. 

Why have these proud and ambitious cnes been 
brovght to support and foliow a military chieftain 
as their candidate, to enter their public and humi- 
liating recantation of their former avowed party 
principles? Did the late iilustrious Administration 
of General Jackson, in its implacable hostility to 
undue power, privilege and monopoly, propitiate 
this party to thesupport of a military chiefiain? No, 
sir. Before the influence of popu'ar rights, they 
had been made to iremble in their strongholds of 
wealth and power,awakenicd to a sense of the insecu- 


‘ _ rity ofa continuance of their privileg+ and monopoly 
When the popular party in thts country, on ` 


They have been taught that they must look beyond 
their charters for a coniinuance of their power, and 
to the people as the great arbiters and savereigns of 
the age. And while, as men, they have at last 
been brought to acknow’edge the political eynality 
of man, as culpriis they hare been made alike to 
court and fear the omnipotence of the popular will. 
In this great metropolis, your proud merchants 
and rich bankers, fresh from their palaces, clothed 
with their char‘eied privileges, and gorgeous with 
the inherent hauteur and costly equipage of their 
order, have paraded through the streets the log 
cabin; and, in their midn’ghtievelry, drank the 
hard cider, under the celusive belief that such un- 
accustomed condescension in them as to taste this 
homely beverag>, and pay this apparent respetet! to 
the humble abodes of our yeomanry, would com- 
mand their support for their candidate, and induce 
this gallant yeomanry to believe that the candidates 


i of that party impersonated their humble virtues. 


How vain is all this pageantry and show! how 
fruitless will prove their efforts to thus impose on 
this people! What! General W. H. Harrison 
and Governor Tyler impersonate the principles of 
this people! General Harrison, who, in the Le- 
gislature of Ohio, voted for a law requiring the sale 
of poor men, “for the non-payment of a fine and 
cost, as a servant;”? and which authorized to be 
instituted, between such purchaser and prisoner, 
the relation of master and servant; and John Ty- 
ler, who, in the Virginia Convention, voted for a 
law placing the rights of property above the rights 
of persons, denied to the “housekeepers and heads 
of families” of the log cabin the dearest rights of 
freemen—the right of suffrage. These are the 


are to be found in the rich jewelled coffers of the 
bankers, and not in the humble abodes of the log- 
cabin. Thess, then, are the candidates whom this 
people are called to support. 

Who here is so credulous as to believe that they 
could be induced to do this; to venture on this pe- 
rilous course; to not only abandon but assist in 
overthrowing an Administration which had been 
brought into power by their voice and suffrage; 
which had been true and constant to the public in- 
terest; which had been dis'inguished for its strict 
and unflinching support of popular rights; which 


' had perilled its existence, its all, in defence of the 


rights of the peopie and the country, against the 
organized warfare of an-overgrown moneyed pow- 
er, aiming at supremacy over the people and the 
constituted authorilics of the land? This patri- 
otic, gallant, and just people, abandon an Adminis. 
tration like this! And for what? To commit. the 


| guidance of their public affairs to an unknown 


hand, to venture upon an uncertain sea, where all 
js involved in one impenetrable night, in a silent 
ant forbidden mystery? For General Harrison’s 
confidential committee have said, in a letter to the 
public, “the policy is, that the General make no 
further declaration of his principles for the public 
while occupying his present position.” 

A people who have been educated in a school 
which was founded en the principles of a free, 
open, daylight proceeding; whose love of right and 
liberty had been quickened by the luminous emis- 
sion of light from the free and open legislation and 
adjudication of our form of Government—a people 
who had been taught to believe that the freedom of 


| speech and of the press secured the right to discnes 


the claims of candidates for public places, in the 
newspapers ana on the hustings, and that these 
were the elements of our freedom, the pre-eminent 
constituents of our system of Government; that 
they were established by our Revolutionary fathers 
as the highest prerogative of every American citi- 
zen, as the safest bulwark of freedom, are now 
told, in this age and country, that they are to be 


; hoodwinked, and that one whois a candidate be- 


fore them for theirsuffrages for the highest office 
within their gift, declines to make any further “de- 
claration of his principles for the public while oc- 
cupying his present position.” 

What should every American freeman respond 
td thi»? Perish the paper that would invade this 
time honored usage of our country; reproach theone 
that would dare to destroy it; and tell the General's 
confidential commitiee that all that can commend 
any public man to high and favorable consideration 
in this age, re principles which, like our own be- 
loved freedom, invites discussion, eagle like, bask 
in the public eye, and rise aboveail serpent-like 
concealment. 

All, then, that we are permitted to know of the 
opinions and principles of General Harrison, is 
what we may be able to learn and to collect from 
his past life. How inconclusive is this means of 
information to the prblic, and how opposing and 
irreconcileable are the opinions of the candidates of 
this party with each other on all the great ques- 
tions which have divided the two great political 
Schools in this country! On the subject ofa Na» 
tional Bank, domestic slavery, tariff, the doctrines 
of the proclamation, internal improvement by the 
General Government, General Harrison and 
John Tyler, the candidates for President and Vice 
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President, stand committed before the country with 
opposing principles, ard antagonistical opinions on 
these measures, of so much moment to the people, 
and which have so long divided the two great par- 
ties under this Government. If this be so, who, 
then, can tell what are the principles of this party, 
what the measures which will distinguish their Ad- 
ministration? None; if the opinions I now read 
te the opinions of these candidates. 

General Harrison, in reply to the letter of Sher- 
rod Williams, said: 


“The queation, then, for me to anewer is, whether, under the 
circemptances you state, if elected to the office of President, I 


would sign an act to charter another Bank. I answer, Iwould, i 


if it were clearly ascertained that the public interest, m rela- 
tion to the collection and disbursement of the revenue, would 
materially suffer without one, and there were unequivocal 
manifestations of public opinion in its favor.” f 

. Gov. Tyler said, in a speech delivered in the 
House of Representatives on the discussion of the 
report made in relation to the Bauk of the United 
States, ia 1819: . 

“ Inasmuch as I believe the creation of this corporation to 
be unconstitational, | cannot, without violation of my oath, he- 
sitate to repair this breach thus made in the Constitution, when 

‘anopportunity presents itself of doing s0, without violating the 
nublic faith. Believing, also, that it is expedient to put it 
down.” 

~ Gen. Harrison, in his speech at Cheviot, on the 
4th of July, 1833, says: 
=. 4 Should I be asked ifthere is no way by which the General 
Government can aid the cause of emancipation, I answer that 
it has long been an object near my heart to see the whole of its 
surplus revenue appropriated to'that object, With the sanc- 
tion ofthe States holding the slaves, (here appears to me to be 
no constitutional objection to its being thus applied, em 
bracing not only the colonization of those that muy be other- 
wise freed, but the purchase of the freedom of othets.” . 

-QGov. Tyler, in his report on Slavery in the Dis- 


triet of Columbia, says: 

“So far as the question of slavery exists in the several States, 
the committee abstain iromany remark, It is a question to be 
decided by each, severally, and for itself. Over it Congress has 
no control. The plain recognitions of the fundamental law on 
which the Union rests, should place it forever at repose. To 
discuss it in Congress, or to agitate it in the States where it does 
not exist, produces no good, can be followed up by no act, and 
serves no other purpose than to irritate the public mind.” 

General Harr.son is the advocate of a protec- 
tive tariff. He not only uniformly voted for it in 
‘Congress, but, in aliusion toa remark made by 
Mr. Garnett, that the effects of the political quacke- 
ry of the tariff “ had been to cover the. streets of 
Norfolk with grass,” General Harrison, after in- 
sisting on the benefits of the tariff, added: 

“k may be asked whether, under any circumstances, | 
would be willing to abandon the tarif. I answer, without any 
hesitation, inthe affirmative. Whenever the streets of Norfolk 

` and Charleston shall be covered with grasa, and our Southern 
friends find no market for their produce, and thisstate of things 
can be distinctly traced to the tariff, I would then inatantly give 
my voice for its modification or entire repeal; even if I should 
still think that its continuance would be beneficial toa majority 
of the American people.” ae i 
Governor Tyler net only uniformly voted against 
a protective tariff, but. ia a speech delivered in 
Gloucester county, Virginia, in the year 1833, re- 
ferring to his course as one of the Senators of Vir- 


ginia on the proclamation, says: 
‘The tine of my conduct as the Representative of a Srate 
that had twice pronounced, ina solemn form, the tariff laws to 
. be unconstitutional, was, according to my conception, clearly 
marked out. To the demand for swords and bayonets, and can- 
non and muskets, and armed men, to collect an unjust andun- 
constitutional tax, 1 had but one reply: do justice; repeal or 
modify your obnoxious laws: yield to the wishes of the whole 
Bouth; do. that for South Carolina and the other Southern 
States which England has refused to do for Ireland; repea! your 
tythe system, imposed not for the benefit of the parson, but the 
ufacturer.- ° -* The war-cry was in the breeze, and an 
uijaet and unconstitutional and oppressive system was to be 
¥ and strengthened by the blood of freemen, and the de- 
struction of a State.” i 
-General Harrison favored the doctrires of the 
proclamation, as defended by Daniel Webster. He 
said: 

“I recommend be you however, the proclamation of the Pre- 
sident of the Uni "tates, issued on the 10th December last, 
and the epeeches of Mr. Webster, delivered in the Senate of the 
-United States, at the last session of Congress, in answer to the 
arguments of Mr. Calhoun, as containing the most cloquent and 
satisfacto eared of those principles that have recently 
beenjpublished. By issuing that prociamation, I think Gene- 

-Fal Jackson has rendered service tohis country of greater mag- 
‘nitude than his splendid victory at New Orleans.” | 

‘Governor Tyler, at a public entertainment given 
to him in Gloucester county, Virginia, in 1833, on 
‘being ‘toasted, pronounced an ardert State Rights 
‘and-anti-proclamat.on speech. He said: j 
: = Fhe alien and sadicion laws are universally held as odious; 
ani yet what were they in comparison with this? Some four or 

r pra ciüzens were imprisoned, and lawlessly and unconstitution- 

y imprisoned, under the perversion of a single clause in the 

Constitution,“ But this fell doctrine chaages the whole instru- 

é Ten, alters its entire character, and turns to scorn the resolu- 

. tions i ed Sie, ppa in 1798, 199, threatens con: o'idation, 
whl: azal a itary force of the c 

io accomplish H, .acal and military fore ountry 
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_ General Harrison is the advocate of a sys'em of 
internal improvement by the Federal Government, 
and affirms the constitutional power to accomplish 
the same. - 

To sustain this fact, (which I have never heard 
denied by any one,) I beg leave to refer you to his 
votes upon that subject, upom certain resolutions 
iatreduced into Congress in 1818: 

“1st resolution, That Congress has power, under the Con 
stitution, fo appropriate money for the construction of pos 
roads, military and other roads, and of canals, and for the im- 
provement of water courses.” (Upon this resolution, the vote 
rl ig 31, noes S5, General Harrison voting in the affirma- 
ive. 

“2d resolution. That Congress has power, under the Consti- 
tution, fo construct post roads and military roads, provided 
that private property be not taken for public uses, without just 
compensation.” [Upon this resolution the vote steod—ayes 
82, noes 64, General Harrison voting in the affirmative. } 

_ Sd resouion. ‘That Congress has power, under the Constitu- 

tion, to cons ruct roads and canals necessary for commerce be- 
tween the States, provided that private property be not taken 
for public uses, without just compensation.” {Upon this resa- 
lution the vote sioad—ayes 71, noes 85, General Harrison voting 
in the affirmative. ] 

“Ath revolution. That Congress has power, under the Con- 
stitution, to construct canals for military purposes, provided 
that no private property be taken for any such purpose, with- 
out just compensation heing made theretor.”? [Upon this reso. 
lution the vote stood—ayes 31, noes 83, General Harrison still 
youing in the affirmative. ] 

Mr. Tyler, on the 15th of May, 1830, when the 
subscription ofgstock in the Maysville turnpike 
road was under considetation in ihe Senate, said: 

_ “Twas in that Congress which was the first to enter gravely 
into the discussion of the constitutional power of this Govern- 
ment to make roads and canals. I then attentively weighed all 
that was urged by the advocates of the syatem—if system that 
may be catled which is now—and: my decision was against 
them. Every subsequent reflection has confirmed the opinion 
then expressed, and the experience of the last six years sa- 
tisfied me that, in its exercise, all that is dear, and should be 
considered sacred in our institutions, is put to hazard. Expe- 
rience is the parent of true wisdom; and the lights which she 
has furnished upon this subject, ought to be bright enough to 
conduct our footsteps back to the path from which we have 
strayed. Can any man sayin what this system is to end? For- 
merly, it was heid to be national. Ihave no such words in my 
political vocabulary. Icisin vain that gentlemen represent to 
me the benefits of the system. Itis in vain I am told of its being 
a harmless policy. Show me the grant in the Constitution in 
plain terms, not extorted by a forced interpretation; and not 
until then will I listen to you.” 

General Harrison supported the administrations 
of the elder and younger Adams. Governor Tyler 
opposed both. 

These, then, are the principtes of the nominees 
of the Harrisburg Convention, the candidates of the 
Whig party, constituted to be alike acceptable to 
tariff and anti-tariff, internal improvement and anti- 
internal. improvement, Bank and and anti Bank, 
slavery and anti-slavery men, framed with candi- 
dates who will be acceptable to the blue light Fede- 
ralist or the renegade Republican, ready and willing 
to adopt any expedient at the sacrifice of any prin 
ciple that will conduct them to office, and to expel 
from place an Administration that exists by the 
will of the people, and which is founded on the 
acknowledgment of popular rights and Democratic 
freedom. After Genera! Harrison had supported 
and favored a protective tariff, a system of internal 
improvement by the Federal Government, the 
Webster exposition of the preclamation, and all 
those high-toned Federal measures which we have 
been taught, in Virginia, to believe were dauger- 
ous to public liberty; af er he had supported the ad- 
ministration of the elder and younger Adams, all 
and each of which Governor Tyler had opdosed, 
as adverse to the spirit of cur free institutions and 
the public good, what now do we witness? Go- 
vernor Tyler not only placed on the same ticket 
with General Harrison, but, in his letter accepting 
of the nomination, attempting to smuggle him into 
the Presidency, to cheat the people, by endorsing 
him as a Republican, and to impose him on his 
fellow-citizens as one of the followers of Jefferson. 

I rejoice that it is the acknowledged privilege of 
the American people to pass upon the claims of 
these men. I congratulate my countrymen that it 
is their prerogative to ccntrol and de'ermine the 
principles which shall distinguish and mark the 
destiny of our common country. If their gallant 
ancestry passed through the fire and smoke of bat- 
tle; the want and distress of the Revolution, in re- 
sistance to a twopence tax on tea, because it was 


in disparagement of popular supremacy, cen it be | 


supposed that they will tamely submit to the extor- 
lions and oppressions of an irresponsible associa- 
tion ‘of bankers and brokers; that they will give 
continuance to their power, by electing their candi- 
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dates to the highest officer within the gift-of a-tree 
people?) No! Never. They will cling to the prin- 
ciples that were canonized by the blood of their 
fathers, that are sanctified by the divine presence 
of freedom. 


SPEECH OF MR. ATHERTON, 


OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, 

In the House of Representatives, April 23 and 24, 
1840—In Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, on the bill to provide for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government. 
Mr. ATHERTON said: Mr. Chairman, with the 

permission of the committee, it is my design to 

trouble them with a few suggestions which may 
not, I trus’, be considered entirely inapplicable to 
the bill under consideration. Although the range 
of debate which has been suffered would serm to 
admit the introduetion of almost any topic, much 
of what I shall have to say will so far be connected 
with the subject tefore us, as to relate to the expen- 
ditures of the Government, and the denunciations 
indulged in by gentlemen of the Opposition, con- 
cerning office holders and Executive patronage. lt 
is my intention, also, to allude in this connection to 
some of the principles which distinguished the great 
contending parties of the country. In the early 
stage of this debate, atiempts were made to com- 
pare the ordinary expenses of this and of the late 

Adminis'rations, disadvantageously with those of 

oiher Administrations. These a'tacks were me’, 

and most ably and triumphantly repelled by my 
friend, the chairman of the Committee of Wags 
and Means. The gentleman from North Carolina, 

{General McKay,] who has to-day addressed the 

committee, has a'so shown how much, during this 

and the late Administrations, the burdens on the 

peopie have been diminished. Nothing that í 

could pretend to urge, could add any thing to the 

force of the views introduced by them. When I 

come to speak directly on the subject of expendi- 

tures, I will, therefore, endeavor to view it in 
another aspect. 

First, however, permit me to notice some re- 
marks ‘which have been made by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Savronsrats.] That 
geatleman, replying to that part of the speech of 
his colleague which showed him to have been one of 


| the members of the Massachus‘tts Legislattire, 


gentleman from 


which got up the Hartford Convention, and pne 


‘of the committee which recommended that con- 


vention, stated thatin 1823 or 1824, she Federal 
patty was disbanded in Massachusetts. And he 
went on to say that then there was no futher ne- 
aessity for keeping the party together; that while 
Napoleon was preceeding on hig career of conquest 
there was much ground of alarm; but that after 
the battle of Waterloo, and the triumph of British 
arms, the reasons for keeping vp the old parties 
ceased. Now, sir, I beg to be understood that I 
have a high personal respect for the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. I aecord to my political op- 
ponents on this floor credit for the same honesty 
of intention which I claim for myself; and notwith- 
standing the expression ia the first part of the 
gentleman's speech ef his design to disappoint 
his colleague, who might, perhaps, expect him to 
go into a defence of the Hartford Convention, by 
“taking a course which would defend himself and his 
political friends,” I con'd not bat respect the 
manly feeling which a‘terwards prompted him, 
disregarding all considerations of expediency, to 
pronuunce that convention innocent in its inten- 
tion, dnd to vindicate the associates with whom he 
had acted, andthe principles he had long cherished. 
But dces not the gentleman recollect that in 1623 
there was one of the mest violent contests whieh 
ever took place in Massachucetts, and in which 
the Jine between the Federal and Democratic par- 
ties was most clearly defined—that between Eustis 
and Oti:? Itis true the Feceralists were pa ate 
in that struggle, and it may not bave beri 0er 
interest since to keep up the names of FA f > 
what object's, to what purpose. was tha! coniest 
p í involved? Atong time had 

Was there no principle inv: ae ern 
elapsed after the battle of Waterloo, whieh the 
Massachosetts refers to as svper- 


seding the necessity of keeping toge-her the Fede. 
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ral party. Was it British influence, and regard 
for British success, that alone could keep together 
that party? Does he not (involuntarily, no doubt) 
do injustice to his frieads? They had, and still 


have, principles in relation to Government for | 


which to contend. In those principles I never 
have agreed with them, and never shall; but I am 
far from bel.eving that those principles, prepos- 
sessions, and feelings, or even the prejudices grow- 
ing out of them, could be at once eradicated trom 
the human bosom. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts who spoke yesterday, [Mr. Reep,] has 
referred to a remark of a French philosopher, ‘that 
names are things.” In this I cannot concur, so far 
as to admit that, by changing names alone, things 
can be changed. Mr. Jefferson’s authority is 
sometimes referred to here, even by gentlemen of 
the Opposition. Ina letter to Mr. Living-ton, da- 
ted April 4, 1824, he says: “Yeu will find, I sup- 
pose, on revisiting our maritime States, the names 


| 


l 
i 


of thitgs more changed than the things themselves; `: 


that, though our old opponents have given up their ` 


appellation, they have not, in assuming onrs, 
abandoned their views, and that they areas strong 
nearly as they ev:r were.” In Tucker’s Life of 
Jefferson, it is said that ina letter to Mr. Giles, 
written in 1825, after the first message of Mr. 
Adams, “he suggests that, though the course of 


attack of the Federal party is now changed, the | 


principles remain the same.” 


They now look “to |! 


a single and splendid Government of an aristocra- | 


cy founded on banks and other moneyed corpora- 
tions, which would be to them the next best blessing 
tothe monarchy of their first aim, and perhaps the 
surest stepping stone to it.” To test the question 
whether the principles and feelings of the Federal 
party were, all at once, so wonderfully abandoned, 
Jet us recurto what Benjamin Russell, the veteran 
Editor of the Columbian Sentinel, said on the oc- 
casion of the defeat of Mr. Livingston of Louisi- 
ana, as candidate for Congress during the time, I 
believe, of the administration of the younger 
Adams. Though I have not seen the extract for 
some years, l think I can quote it correctly in 
substance. It was to the following effect: “Long 
Ned, as Cobbett used to call Livingston, is un- 
doubtedly consigned to the tomb of a!l the Capu- 
lets. It may seem ungenerous immoderately to 
exult in the fallof the man, but when we reflect 
that he is an old sinner, and that he is receiving 
punishment for the backslidings of thirty years, we 
may safely say he falls ‘unwept, unhonored.’” 
And I could not but notice that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts advanced the idea that “a 
Federalist turned Democrat was the worst of all” 
politicians. So, sir, it does, after all, require 
something of a change to make a Democrat out of 
a Federalist. 
with another idea, advanced both by the gentleman 
and his colleague, that the principal measures of 
General Jackson’s administration were so ultra- 
Federal that even Hamilton and John Adams 
would not have dared to approve them. 
it would appear that, when a man ceases to be a 


Federalist and turns Democrat, he becomes more ' 


Federal than John Adams and Hamilton them- 


selves! This is what I cannot precisely compre- : 


hend. 


Among several other distinguished members of | 


the Federal party alluded to by him, the gentleman 


from Massachusetts paid a feeling tribute to the . 
moral worth of Mr. William Sullivan, in which | 


I certainly have no occasiun to differ from him. 


But to show that every thing like party was done f 
away after the period reʻerred to by him, he went | 
on to say that Mr. Sullivan “retired from publie ` 


life, and devoted himself to the human race,” in pre- 
paring for the instruction of the young such books 


as the Political Class Book and the Moral Class | 


Book. Without stopping to inquire whether the 


tendency of these books may not be to instil into | 


the tender mind what many of us would consider 


erroneous views of popular principles and public | 


men—there is another production of Mr. Sulli- 
van to which the gentleman forgot to advert. I re- 
fer toa work of his written as late as 1834, entitled 
Familiar Letters on Public Characters, from which 
I beg leave to read a few extracts. Ia this work 
Mr. Sullivan says that “Jefferson has by his ex- 


Nor did this seem very consistent | 


Thus | 


ample and opinions done more than any other 
man to mislead and pervert his fellow citi- 
zens.” He also says, “On this day, March 20, 
1834, there is not the least doubt that a large ma- 
jority of the American people are disgusted and 
astonished by the usurpations of Andrew Jackson ” 
He sneeringly calls Andrew Jackson the “genuine 
man of the people,” and speaks of him as having a 
“head and heart not better than Thomas Jefferson 
had, but freed from the inconveniences of that gen- 
tleman’s constitutional timidity.” In endeavoring 
to rouse the public against this Andrew Jackson, 
who has a “head and heart not better than Thomas 
Jefferson had,” he further says: “We have a for- 
midable adversary to contend with—the President, 
Vice-President, the cabinet proper, and the cabiuet 
improper.” For the soarce of this latter epithet, 
which ‘s marked as a quoiation, an asterisk refers 
us to the bottom of the page, and then we read— 
“See Mr. Webster’s speech, delivered at Worces- 


ter.” Here are, also, two more extracts: 

“One who goes over from the Opposition to the Jackson 
ranks, feels that he has a defence to make; while one who aban- 
dons Jacksonism holds his head up. and feels that he has done 
an act for which he may respect himself. Thus, in politics, #8 
in morals, there is a sense of right and wrong which men are 
alive to, whether they admit its influence or not. There are 
few Jackson men in the United States, (who can pretend to good 
sense and sound principle,) who do not feel a degrce of shame 
that they are such.” 

“It was common, thirty years ago, to charge Mr. Jefferson 
with deliberate wickedness in his office, and to consider him as 
intending to disregard all the obligations which honorable, mo- 
ral men acknowledge. This was probably an injustice. It is 
more reasonable tu suppose that he had either a singular obli- 
quity of perception as to right and wrong, both as a man andas 
an officer, or that he had undergone some strange perversion 
from that rank of moral agents to which he was by nature des- 
tined.” 


The editor of the Boston Courier, a leading mo: 
dern Whig editor, in his newspaper of May 9, 
1834, in commenting òn this work of Mr. Sulli- 


van, observes: 

“General Jackson is acting on the principle of Jefferson, and 
is carrying out the patriotic doctrine of that arch Jacobin to its 
fullestextent. We are not,of the party who worship the dead or 
the living idol. The principles and the administration of Mr. 
Jefferson have done more to torment this nation {than all the 
piagues described in the Apocalypse could do, if inflicted at one 

ow. 


Such extracts as these are not very convincing 
arguments to support the idea that the Federal 
party has been disbanded, and Federal principles 
abandoned! 

In closing this train of remark, I will merely ob- 
serve that, if it be true, as has been said, “that hy- 
pocrisy is the homage which vice pays to. virtue,” 
the frequent assumptions, by those opposed to us, 
of the names which have distinguished .he Demo- 
cratic party, are an involuntary homage rendered, 
if not not to the superior truth, at Icast to the su- 
perior popu’arity, of our principles; 

The gentleman from Massachusetts who si's on 
my left, (Mr. Cusnina,} in his speech on the Trea- 
sury Note bill, expressed an opjnion that “ parties 
were in the crisis of a change.’ In iny belief, sir, 
the parties contending in this country have funda- 
mental principles which igtingu’sh them, and 
though men may change, ptipcip!«s do not. If the 
gentleman will refer to his ¥fry extensive acquaint- 
ance with history, he will find that in nearly all 


I} 


nations, perhaps in all, where there has been a ` 


sufficient degree of liberty to allow of parties at all, 


there have been two great parties, the prominent - 


characteristics of which are, that one has been for 
placing more, and the other less, power in the 
hands of the people. One has been for special 
privileges; for orders and distinctions not founded 
on merit; for offices transmitted by hereditary suc- 
cession, or for life; the other for extending more 
equal rights to all individuals, and for granting to 
mer.t, in whatever station found, a free and un- 
tramelled course. With a greater degree of liber- 
ty than that enjoyed by other Siates, this country 
could not prove an exception to this rule; thus, be- 
fore the time of Jefferson and Hamitton, and espe- 
cially since, the same elements have here been in 
operation, producing their distinct and well marked 
developments. 

One party is the party of prescription and prece- 
dent; the other recognises the truth of the maxim, 
that ‘power is always stealing from the many to 
the few,” and considers a frequent “recurrence to 
fundamenta! principles” essential to the preserva- 
tion of popular rights. One clings to accustomed 
abuses which cunstantly increase with increasing 


and reform. One party strives ta place power in 
the hands of those irresponsible to the people, and 
holds that the representative cught not to be “pal. 
sied by the will of his constituents; the other 
finds in the people the only true and legitimate 
source of all political power. The principles of 
one are founded on distrust of the virtue and intel- 
ligence of the people. Their dictrine is ‘that the 
people are change‘ul and turbulent and seldom 
act or delermiae meght”—that when the laboring 
“class becomes numerous, it becomes clamorous 
and looks on property as i's lawful prey and plun- 
der,”* snd they hotd that “it isthe part of wis- 
dom to found Government on prenrerty.” The 
other has confidence in the virtue and inteli- 
gence of the pecple and dreads “the anti-Republi- 
can tendencies of associated wealth.” They can- 
not shut their eyes to the fact that, toa certain 
extent, wealth itself is power; and they believe 
that, without the aid of special privilege, it will, 
unless counteracted by constant vigilance on 
the part of the mass of the community, secure an 
undue and ccrrupting influence. The maxim of 
one is to legislate tor property—of the ether to take 
care of the people, cr, rather, to Jet the people take 
care of themselves, by their free and unrestrained 
suffrages, by choosing their own rulers—by plac- 
ing power in the hands of persons by them elected 
and to them responsible. 

Ihave said that the creed of one is founded in 
distrust, of the other, in confidence in the people. 
The former constantly lose sght of the fact that 
the people contend for principles. They find 
themselves vanquished again and again in their 
Struggles for power; they imagine some magical se- 
cret has been operating against them; that the peo- 
ple are carried away by loud huzzas, by shouts in 
favor of a military chieftain, or by some cant 
phrase, and that they are like “mere machines,” 
blindly led or blindly driven. And it often hap- 
pens that the leaders of this party seek, as they 
suppose, in the most artful manner, to gain the 
favor, while they secretly attempt to thwart the 
wishes of the people. But in all these attempts 
their fundamental error reigns—their contempt for 
the intelligence of that people. When defeated, 
they lament over the superior popularity of their 
opponents, and advise each other to “descend into 
the forum and take the voters by the hand.” I 
could imagine that they might even become so pre- 
sumptuous as to endeavor torecummend a person 
as fit to be elected to the Presidential chair, by the 
suffrages of a free, virtuous, and discerning people, 
because, as they might truly or falsely allege, he 
| lived inalog cabin, drank large quantities of hard 
| cider, and smoked a short pipe. 
| Sir, in my belief, there cannot be an assembly 
| of the intelligent and industrious working classes 
| collected in any part of the nation, but would con- 
sider, and properly consider, the recommendation 
of a person to their suffrages for the first cffice 
' in their gift in this great Republic, by such argu- 
ments as these, an insult to their understandings. 
They would inquire, 

“What are these things to us? Inform us as to 
the principles of your candidate. What is it to us 
if in times past he either performed or neglected his 
duty in any military trust he may have under- 
taken, or whether he resigned that trust before the 
war was finished? We wisht» know the prinei- 
ples by which he would be guided in administering 
the office for which he is proposed asa candi- 
date, which office is instituted not for his benefit 
but for ours. Dil he support the Administration 
of the elder and younger Mr. Adams? Is he in fa- 
vor of a corrupting and splendid scheme of inter- 
nal improvement by the General Government—a 
scheme to be supported by a tax on the consumer, 
and which thus benefits th» capitalist and specula- 
tor, and grinds down the poor? Is he for raising a 
large revenue by taxation, and insuliing those who 
are obligedto pay it, by calling it protection? Is 


| age; the other is the paity of advance, of progress, 
| 
| 


i; hein favor of a vast controlling moneyed corpora- 


| tion, which shail rule at will all the prices and bu- 
siness of the country, and press down the people 
with the crushing tyranny of irresponsible power? 
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We have been contending for years with such a 
power; and think you, by these clamors, to delude 
us into the support of one whose success would 
Jose us all the fruits of our toilsome struggle, and 
place the iron heel of such a despotism forever on 
our necks?” > 

These are some of the questions sir, which they 
would ask, and he who should undertake to reply 

by senseless cant or shal'ow jests, or empty huzzas, 
would only excite their scorn and indignation. 

In entering on some remarks concerning the 
charge which has been so often heretofore repea'ed 
against this Administration of extravagant expen- 
‘ditures, suffer me to advert for a moment to cer- 
tain observations which fell from the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Cosninc] on that subject. 
It was a source of satisfaction to perceive, that in- 
stead of conceiving the advantage in those attacks 
to be altogether on the side of the Opposition, the 
gentleman from Massachusetts apparently felt him- 
self called upon to enter into a defence of his own 
friends from, the charge of having more uniformly 
voted for large appropriations than their opponents. 
And it certainly did appear to me that the course 
ef the gentleman’s argument went entirely to re- 
lieve the Executive and his friends, to say the least, 
from all responsibility on that sabject which did 
not equally rest on the Opposition. He remarked 
that of forty appropriation bills the yeas and nays 
in the House were only called on six; that this was 
a proof of general assent, and that the Administra- 
tion party were thus equally responsible with the 
Opposition. The reve'se of the proposition must 
be also true. He went on to say, that on the bill 
making appropriation for Indian hostilities there 
were only two negatives; on that for Indian treaties 
and arrearages, there was a majority of both 
parties in favor of it; and that as to the bills for 
the Cumberland road, and harbcrs, and light- 
houses, the friends of the Administration, if they 
had constituted a quorum, would have defeated 
them, and the Opposition, if they had constituted 
aquorum, would bave passed them. And he ob- 
served, that on these latter “ there was more re- 
sponsibility resting with the Opposition than the 
Adminirtration party,” and he was willing to take 
his share of that superior responsibility. To say 
nothing of the sources from which the various 
propositions for appropriations have come, which 
were not adopted, is not here a full admission that 
the Administration and its friends cannot justly be 
charged by the Opposition with larger and wasteful 
appropriations? The gentleman from Massachu- 
setts also suggested that the great measure of the 
Opposition was the passage of the deposite or dis- 
tribution bill, and that it might perhaps have been 
the policy of some of the leading minds of the 
Administration party opposed to that ,bill, te in- 
crease the appropriations, in order to reduce the 
balance for distribution. With my views of the 
utter inexpediency, and corrupting, and dangerous 
tendency of such a measure, if any thing could 
afford an excuse for extravagant appropriations, it 
would be a desire to prevent its adoption. But is 
it not pertinent to inquire whether the party who 
favor what is miscailed the “ American system” 
have not struggled to increase expenditures, for the 
purpose of rendering inevitable their darling ob- 
ject, a high tariff, by which money may be drawa 
from the pockets of the many to subserve the selfish 
ends, and increase the gains of a few? 

It is however, sir, in relation. to the principles 
of the contending parties that I desire mainly to 
discuss this topic. I say, and it will be my object 
to prove, that the principles of the Whig party 
must necessarily lead to extravagance, while those 
of the Democratic party lead to a rigid economy. 
They certainly are not like those of their oppo- 
nents, incompatible with it. A strict construction 
of the Constitution, which is a fundamental arti- 
cle of the Democratic creed, must, of necessity, by 
limiting the powers, also limit the expenses of the 
General Government. To all the other expenses 
of Government the Whigs desire to add a distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the public lands, which must 
increase, in that ratio, the burdens of the people. 
And to what effect? That the money taken from 
the people may be distributed among corporations 
and capitalists, The principle of Democracy is 
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that no more should be raised in revenue than is 
essential to defray the indispensable expenses of 
the Gevernment, and that money is safest left in 
the pockets of the people. The great and leading 
measure recommended by the Administration, the 
Independent Treasury, is a measure of economy. 
It is obvious to all, that if banks are to be made 
depositories, it isfor the interest of all connected 
with them to have as much money raised by taxa- 
tion as possible, in order to swe!] the amount of 
deposites. By restraining the tendency to excessive 
importations, its effect will also be to repress that 
extravagance which grows ont of sudden expan- 
sions. ‘These, however, are subjects on which time 
does not permit me to enlarge. I will read a few 
extracts from official documents when the Opposi- 
tion were in power, to show their huge admiration 
of economy. First, here is an extract from the in- 
augural address as President, of the venerable gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams,] who is 
so distinguished and able a champion in the ranks 
of the Whig party: 

“Je is that (internal improvement) from which I am convinced 
that the unborn millions of our posterity, who are, in future 
ages, to people this continent, will derive their most fervent 
gratitude to the founders of the Union; thatin which the bene- 
ficial action ef its Government will be most deeply felt and ac- 
knowledged. The magnificence and splendor of their public 
works are among the imperishable glories of the ancient Re- 
publics. The roads and aqueducts of Rome have been the admi- 
ration of all after ages, and have survived thousands of years 


after all her conquests have been swallowed up in despotism, 
or become the spoil of barbarians.” 


Now, sir, it is one of the doctrines of the Demo- 
cratic party that the General Government has not 
the power, and if it had, that it would not be ex- 
pedient to exercise the power of erecting these 
monuments of “splendor and magnificence.” A 
rich and magnificent Government is necessarily 
connected with an oppressed and suffering people 
from whom, at last, have to be wrung the means 
of these imperishable glories, which are to survive 
after the people are overwhelmed in despotism, 
and spoiled by barbarians. What was it in the 
ancient Republics to the populace, that after ages 
were to marvel over the ruins of a magnificence 
growing out of their wrongs? It could have af- 
forded them little consolation even to have been 
fully aware that their present suffering was to 
serve the high purpose of grat fying the curiosity 
of posterity. 


Permit me also to offer to the notice of the come | 


mittee a few extracts from the first annual message - 


of Mr. Adams: 
“Upon this first occasion of addressing the Legislature of the 


Union, with which Ihave been honored, in presenting to their 
view the execution, so far as it has heen effected, of the mea- 
sures sanctioned by them, for promoting the internal improve- 
ment of our country, I cannot close the communication without 
recommending to their calm and persevering consideration, the 
general principle in a more enlarged exient.” 
. This recommendation of the general p:inciple in 
a more enlarged extent was after the mention, in the 
same message, of the fact that the Secretary of the 
Treasury had subscribed, “in the name and for the 
uve of the United States, for one thousand five hun- 
dred shares of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal 
Company,” and that the work was “in successful 
progress” —that the surveys were completed for as- 
certaining the practicability of a canal from Chesa- 
peake bay to Ohio river, and also for “two other ob- 
jects of national importance,” viz: “the accomplish- 
ment of a national read from this city to New 
Orleans, and ascertaining the practicability of 
uniting the waters of Lake Memphremagog with 
Conneclicut river.” 

The message also contains the following pas- 
sage: 

“Connected with the establishment of an university, or sepa- 


: rate from it, might be undertaken tne erection ofan Astronemi- 


cal Observatory, with provision for an astronomer, to be in 
constant attendance of observation upon ihe phenomena of 
the Heavens, and for the periodical publication of his observa 

tions. Itis withno feeling of pride as an American, that the re- 
mark may be made, that on the comparatively small territorial 
surface of Europe, there are existing upwards of one hundred 
and thirty of these light-houses of the skies, while throughout 
the whole American hemisphere, there is not one. If we reflect 
a moment upon the discoveries which, in the last four centu- 
ries, have been made in the physical constitution of the universe 
by the means of these buildings, and of observers stationed in 
them, shall we donbt of their usefulness to every nation? And 
while scarcely a year passes over our head without brirging 
some new astronomical discovery to light, which we must fain 
receive at second hand from Europe, are we not cutting our- 
selves off from the means of returning light for light, while we 
have neither observatory nor observer ron one half of the 
globe, and the earth revolves in perpetual darkness to our un- 


searching oyes,” 
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In speaking of the powers of the General Go- 
vernment, the message advances these sentiments: 

“But if the power to exercise exclusive legialation in all cases 
whatsoever, over the District of Columbia; if the power to lay 
and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to pay the debts 
and provide for the common defence and general welfare of the 
United States; if the power to regulate commerce with foreign 
nations and among the several States, and with the Indian 
tribes; to fix the standard of weights and measures; to establish 
post offices and post roads; to declare war; to raise and support 
armies; to provide and maintain a navy; to dispose of and 
make all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory 
and other property belonging tothe United States; and to make 
alllaws which shall seem necessary and proper for carrying 
these powers into execution: if these powers, and others enu- 
merated in the Constitution, may be effectually brought into 
action by laws plomoting the improvement of agriculture, 
commerce, and manufactures, the cultivation and encourage- 
ment of the mechanic and elegant arts, the advancement of 
literature and the progress of the sciences, ornamental and pro- 
found; to refrain from exercising them for the benefit of the 
people shemselves, would be to hide in the earth the talent 
committed to our charge—would be treachery to the most sa- 
cred of trusts. 

“The spirit of improvement is abroad on the earth. Itstimu- 
lates the heart, and sharpens the faculties, not of our fellow-ci- 
tizens alone, but of the nations of Europe and of their rulers. 
While dwelling with pleasing satisfaction upon the superior 
excellence of our political institutions, Jet us not be unmindful 
that liberty is power; that the nation blessed wiih the largest 
portion of liberty must, in proportion to its numbers, be the 
most powerful nation upon earth; and that the tenure of power 
by man is, inthe moral purposes of his Creator, upon condi- 
tion that it shall be exercised to ends of bencficence, to improve 
the condition of himselfand his fellow men. While foreign na- 
tions, less blessed with that freedom, which is power, than our- 
selves, are advancing with gigantic strides in the career of pub- 
lic improvement, were we to slumber in indolence, or fold up 
our arms, and proclaim to the world that we are palsied by 
the willof our constituents, would it not be to cast away the 
bounties of Providence, and doom ourselves to perpetual infe- 
riority?” 

It is somewhat remarkable that gentlemen who 
supported such a latitudinarian construction of the 
Constitution, and such visionary and extravagant 
projects, and gentlemen who favor a candidate for 
the Presidency, who gave his assent and suppert 
to such doctrines and such schemes, have the bold- 
ness to say any thing about economy. Why, sir, 
of all plans of the most unlimited, lavish, and 
wasteful extravagance, was there ever any thing 
conceived of more alarming than these by which 
the money of the people was to be squandered 
abroad by a great central and tyrannical power, 
which had usurped and swallowed np the rights of 
the States and the people? Itis to de’eat such 
schemes, and to prevent the accession of one to the 
Presidency who supported that Administration and 
its docrines, and who bas never abandoned those 
doctrines, that the Democratic party contend. But, 
it may be asked, why were not the expenditures of 
that Administration greater, if their doctrines were 
such as would necessarily lead to extravagance? 
The reply is obvious. The Democratic party who 
opposed that Administration, prevented those doc- 
trines from being carried into execution. In the 
first iwo years of that Administration, the Opposi- 
tion was strong enough to prevent these projects 
from being adopted, and, in its last two years, the 
Administration was confessedly in a mincrity in 
Congress. The best proof possible of this, is the 
fact that the projects were not executed. A na- 
tional university was not built, a national observa- 
tory was not erected, nor a national astronomer ap- 
pointed, to be “in constant attendance of observa- 
tion on the phenomena of the heavens;” the waters 
of the Chesapeake and Ohio, and of the Lake 
Memphremagog, and the Connecticut, were not 
united; nor was a great national road built from 
Washington to New Orleans, to vie in “ magnifi- 
cence and splendor ” with the public works of Ro- 


man grandeur. I repeat, sir, the prevention of 


these undertakings is to be attributed to the prin- 
ciples of the Democratic party, which principles 
that party still entertain, and are striving to main- 
tain and carry out. Suppose Mr. Van Buren were 
to introduce into one of his messages doctrines and 
recommendations like those which have been 
alluded to, would it be considered a proof of his 
love for economy?. What are we to think of pro- 
fessions of economy, and of a regard to the rights 
of the States, coming from the lips. of those mee 
bring forward for the office of President ve - 
vidual who gave his full, unqualified, an pd 
support to an Administration ae had altered 
doctrines, and who, i s not Liss , has 
i ini ny of these § i 

Wve have heard, on this ficor, many denuncia- 
tions of tħe late and present Administration, be- 
cause of their too strict construction of the Consti- 
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Turion in relation to internal improvements by the 
General Government. Nor do these come from 
Nonhern genilemen alone. A leading member of 
the Oppes tion, one of the Representatives from 
Maryland, in a speech del.vered by himin Februa- 
ry, 1839, referred to the “overthrow cf interna! 
improvemen’s,” as one of the chief evis of Gen. 
Jackson's administratcon. My friend from North 
Carulina, (Gen. McKay,] has exh biied this mat- 
ter in its proper light, and referred to the vetoes of 
President Jackson on the bills subscrib ng for stock 
in the Washington Turnpike Read Company, and 
in the Louisville and Portland Canal Company, 
and for erecting light-houses, and improving har- 
bors, and especially to the veto on the Maysville 
Road bill, by which projects cf ex'ravagance were 
stopped which were already on fvot, involving an 
expend ture of ever one hundred millions of dol- 
lars. The gent‘eman from Maine, (Mr. Evans,] 
perceiving the force of this view, and endeavoring 
to avoid i', asked how it was known that the gen- 


teman from Massachusetts (Mr. Apams] would | 


net have made a similar exercise of the veto power | 
When my friend from | 


cr the Maysville road bill. 
North Carolina rose, andsaid the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Apams] was present, and 
could answer for himself; the gentleman from 
Maine avoided that issue. The gentleman fiom 
Maine farther remarked, that he hardly thought, 
on account of the many similar projects, 
General Jackson could have done any thing else 
than veto it. These remarks certainly struck 
me with some surprise. The gentleman from 
Maioe, anJ his political friends generally, voted 
for the bill, even after the veto of the President. 
Not only so; but let any one read the debates on 


that occasion, and the most unsparing denuncia- | 


tions will be found showered by the Opposition on 
the President, for his refusal to sign that bill. Nor 
were these denuncialicns confined to this House, 
but they were echoed and re-echoed by the Opposi- 
tion presses through the land. Besides, we have 


just heard the most unsparing attacks on the late | 


President for his tyrannical exercise of the veto 
power. 
man from Maine, in his eagerness to escape from 
the force of the remarks of my friend from North 
Carolina, has fully overthrown the arguments ad- 
duced by his friends from Massachusetts, (Messrs. 


It certainly seems to me that the gentle- _ 


Rerp and Sa.tonstatt,] in relation to the abuse of ` 


that power by the late President. No, sir: no so- 
phistry can evade the fact that to the Democratic 
party and to General Jackson is due the credit of 
arresting the prejecits which received the ccunte- 
nance and support of the Opposition, involving the 
most monstrous extravagance. 
of the administration of Mr. Adams be adopted 
and carried out, and there can be no limit even 
imagined, where expenditures would cease. Yet 
unfavorable contrasts have been attempted to be 


drawn between the expenditu es of this Administra- | 


tion and tbose of Mr. Adams”, and the compari- 


son has even been carried back to the administra- | 


tion of Mr. Adams the elder. I remember a toast 
formerly given by Josiah Quincy, a most distin- 


guished member of the Opposition, “that those » 


who fell with the first would rise with the second 


Adams.” As these periods of cur history s em to | 


present to gentlemen of the Opposition their beau 


Let the principles - 


ideal of administrations, perhaps we may soon hear | 


it announced that “those who fell with the first and 
second Adams shall rise with the hero of Tippe- 
canoe.” 


Having thus contrasted the principles of the 


great contending parties in this country in relation to 
the expenditures of the General Government, I now 
ask the attention of the committee to some obser- 


vations tending to show which of these parties is ' 


most favorable to popular liberty and popular | 
rights. What is the distinction between an Aris- : 


tocracy and a Democracy? 
responsible and respoasible power. 


It is that between ir- | 
Ia an Aristo- : 


eracy (and by that I mean not the government of | 


the test, as the werd in its derivation implies, but, 


more properly, oligarchy, or a government of a | 


few) power is in the hands cf those who are not 
responsible to the mass of the community; while 


in a Democratic Government power is placed by | 


the people ia the hands of those elected by and re- 


| 
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sponsibie to them. And just so far asa par'y strives 
to place power in the hands of those nut selected 
by the people, and contends against responsibity to 
the people, just so far the designs of that party tend 
towards an Aristocracy. Now, sir, I maintain 
that the distinguishing characteris:ics of the parties 
are these : that the Democratic party are in favor of 
responsible and the Opposition party of irresponsi- 
ble power. Before proceeding to more direct il- 
lustrations of this idea, I will advert for a moment 
to the manner in which those holding office under 
the people are spoken of by the Opposition. They 
are spoken of as a body of men separate from the 
people, and Government js treat:d as something 
distinct from the people. This appears to be a 
leading and cherished xotion of the Opposition, and 
it seems to me to furnish a key to their ideas of 
Government. Who are the officeholders under 
Government? They are persons either selecte? by 
the people or appointed by those selected by the 
people for that purpose. 


For as was well observed by my friend from 
Missouri, the other day, the theory of our Go- 
vernment is, that the people are the source of ail 
power. Not only have we heard denunciations 
against those holding office, but we hare seen at- 
tempts to disfranchise them and prevent them from 
exercising the commonest rights of citizens. 


Tne gentleman from Tennesseee, [Mr. Bett] 
March 7, 1838, from a select committe, reported a 
bill entitled an “Act to secure the freedom of elec- 
tions,” in which is the following clause: 


“Be it enacted, ete, That from and after the first day of July 
next, no officer, agent, or contractor, or any other person 
holding any office or employment of trust or profit under the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, shall, by the coniri- 
bution of money or other valuable thing, or by the use of the 
franking privilege, ur the abuse ofany other official privilege or 
function, or by threais and menaces, or IN ANY OTHER MANNER. 
INTERMEDDLE with the election of any member or members of 
either house of Congress, or of the President or Vice Presidentof 
the United States, or of the Governo- or other officer of any 
State, or of any member or members of the Legislature of any 
Staje; and every such officer or other person offending therein, 
shall be held to be guilty ofa high misdemeanor; and upon 
conviction in any court of the United States having juris liction 
thereof, shall pay a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars; 
and any officer other than the President, Vice President, and 
judges of the courts of the United States, so convicted, shall be 
thereupon removed from office, and shall be ever after incapa- 
ble of holding any office or place of trust under the authority of 
the United States.” 

The gentleman from Tennessee, this session, in 
his speech on introducing a bili of a similar na- 
ture, spoke of Mr. Crirrenpen’s celebrated bill, 
which was so effectually exposed in the Senate, 
and which has so decidedly received the condem- 
nation of the people, as one, the principle of which 
he approved, but which was unfortunately 
worded. It is difficult for me to conceive of words 
of more comprehensive and tyrannical import than 
those in the foregoing extract. “OR 1N ANY OTHER 
MANNER INTERMEDDLE!” If a man be appointed 
to an office by one selected by the peopie for that 
purpose, he is an cffiver of the people, holding his 
appointmert if not directly, still indirectly, from 
them. B- cause a man is trusted by those whom 
the people trust, is he, therefore, to have the brand 
of disgrace burnt deep into his forehead? Is he to 
be deprived of the right of speaking and writing 
his sentiments like his other fellow-citizens? Tne 
gentleman from Tennessee remaiked that, by 
his bill, in the common and ordinary walks of life, 
the persons therein mentioned might express their 
own opinions, but it wss “going out of their way” 
that was to be punished. How alarming the sin- 
galar ambiguity of this explanation. If a person 
holding office abuses his official power, and neglects 
the duties of that office, no one would more ear- 
nestly desire his removal than myself. But doesa 
person cease to be a freeman because he accepts 
an office in a free Government? If he has the 
ability and inclination, he has the sem: right to 
address his fellow-citizens; he has the same privi- 
lege to write and publish his ideas as other men. 
Bat by the prine ples of the bill referrei to, if a 
person is so unfortunate as to 
blished a reputation which has drawn towards 
him the confidence of the people and their agents, 
though he might discourse with the eloquence of 
a Cicero on the subject of popular 1ights, his lips 
are to be shut in perpetual silence, and though he 
might write witha pen of light on those eternal 


have esta- | 
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truths dear to the hearts of freemen, the pen is to 
be stricken from his hand. 

The collector of the port of Boston was de- 
pounced with great severity by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, and also by the genttemen from Mas- 
sachusette, [Messrs. Rerp and Sa LTONSTALL.] And 
why? Because he had the audacity, on request, 
to deliver an address at Hartford! Aie the 
freemen of this land to be denied the privilege of 
speaking and writing? What can be more in- 
sulting to the people than to proclaim that, because 
a person is deemed worthy of their confidence, he is 
therefore to be deprived of this privi'ege. Is it 
possible that, because persons are in office in a 
Government of the people, they are to be prohibited 
from expressing their sentiments? Or is it the po- 
pular sentiments themselves that are to be proscribed. 
Sir, the gentieman who has been thus denounced 
has done much to exalt and adorn the literature of 
the coun'ry; and his History of the United States, 
should he live to complete: it, will form a monu- 
ment to his fame as durable as the language in 
which it is writien. And never can I consent to 
the doctrine, that because he holds an office, he is 
to be branded with disgrace, if he is willing to de- 
vote the enthusiastic ene gies of his philosophi- 
cal and highly cultivated mind to the advancement 
of popular rights, and the illustration of those po- 
litical principles which concern so nearly the good 
of his fellow-citizens. Let me refer to one or two 
passages from the address at Hartford, and see 
whether the sentiments are such that the people 
should Le debarred from hearing or reading 
them. In speaking of the propriety of giving politi- 
cal power to the whole of the community instead of 
any fraction thereof, the author thus speaks of the 
fraction of the wealth): 

“Now, to every rich man there are two things: first, he is a 
man: as such, Democracy respects him and gives him equal 
rights. Next is his wealth; but wealth is blind. It cannot rea- 
son and it cannot feel. The money-bag has neither heart nor 
mind. The love of riches is a base passion. If Government is 
surrendered to it, then the question will be, what will be said of 
this measure by the speculators in real estate? What will be 
thought of it by the bears and bulls in the stock market. There- 
fore Democracy rejects the Government of wealth. She insists 
on putting the question not to note-shavers and money-makers, 


not to those who are rich and are struggling to grow richer, but 
to conscience and to mind.” 


In speaking of “tendency to improvement” as 
one of the characteristics of Democracy, the fol- 
lowing language is used: 

“This constant hope of progress is denouncad by our oppo- 
nents as destructive of present institutions—a war against the 
past. But, intruth, Democracy is not destructive; she makes 


` no war on the past; she plans no overthrow of the present. On 


the contrary, she garners ‘up, and bears along with her all the 
truths that past generations have discovered; she will not let 
go one single idea, not one principle, not one truth. She hasan 
honest lineage; she is, under God’s wrovidence, the lawful off- 
spring of advancing humanity, and she claims as her rightful 
inheritance, the glorious invention-, the rich discoveries of the 
past. But Democracy does not, like the Egyptians, embalm 
the dead; she does not bear along with her decayed institu- 
tions, errors that have inflicted on themselves their own death 
blow. She leaves the self-styled conservativeto stagger along 
under the accumulated superstitions and wasting structures of 
past centuries, to totter under the piles of charters that have 
expired, of contracts that have been broken; and she herself 
keeps on in her course, having for her companions all the no- 
ble institutions which rest, self sustained, in their own inte- 
grity; and for the guarantee of her success, the natural immor- 
tality of truth, and the ever active providence of God.” 
Though gentlemen might not agree in these sen- 
timents, is there any thing in them so objectionable 
that it should be considered a crime to send them 
forth to the community? Suppose there were a 
contest going on between a vast moneyed corpora- 
tion or a combination of banks and the people, 
have not the bank presidents, bank directors and 
stockholders, cashiers and clerks, the same privi- 
lezes as other citizens? Do they not exercise the 
right of speaking and writing on political subjects, 
and “in any other manner intermeddling” in elec- 
tions? There is no sin inthis! But if an officer 
in the Government of the people dares to exercise 
the rights of a freeman, he is lo be proscribed! 
When such a contest as that referred to is raging, 


| such a bill, passed into a law, would deserve no 


betier name than that of a sedition law of the 
banks. I have said that the aim of the Opposition 
seems to be to denounce those trusted with office 
by the people, as a body of men distinct fron the 
people. How different is the manner in which 
these favorite and cherished in-titutions, the banks, 
are regarded. In the last Congress a gentleman 
from Virginia exclaimed: “What are banks but 
institutions of the people?” A leading member of 


April, 1840. 
26ru CONG... 1ST SESS. 


the Opposition, thea a Representative from Mary- 
lacd, said, “banks are combinations of the people,” 
and characterized the war of the banks against 
the Government as “the war of the lamb against 
the wolf.” The able champion of the Opposition, 
then representing 19 part the State of Mississippi, 
contended, with his usual boldness, that “the banks 
were the people.” Lest this may seem almost in- 
credible, let me reter_to chapter and verse. My 
friend from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruett,] in a! 
speech, delivered June 25, 1838, comme. ted on 
the position of the gxntleman from Mississippi, 
that the banks were the people, with his usual 
stringency and force, and “Mr, Prentiss rose and 
said that when he maintáined that the Lanks were the 


peeple, he did not mean that they were so on ac- 
count of the number immediately interested in 
them as stockholders, or the amount of capital. in- 
vested in their steck, but because their currency 
was inthe hands of the peopte, and thus their in- 
tevests became the intesests of the people.” 

In pursuing the inquiry which party contends 
for irresponsible power, and consequently is most 
averse to popular rights, I now ask leave to pre- 
senta few extracts from a speech of the distin- 
guished gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Bett,] 
delivered December 26, 1838, commenting on the 
message of Mr. Van Buren of that sessicn. 

“ Among the most prominent dangers to which our form of 
Government is. exposed, the President here enumerates ‘the 
anti- Republican tendencies of associated wealth.’ Tsuppose 
{said Mr. B.) it will be said that he refers to the association 
of capital accumulated in the State banks; but in the opinion 
of the community generally, this language will warrant a more 
extensive application; an application far more operative, and 
demanding more serious reflection.” 

Again, in relation to the same subject, the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee proceeds: 

“ But, Mr. Chairman, if T correctly understand the import of 
the passage now under consideration, it manifests a laxity of 
principle, a recklessness ef consequences; such a spirit of des- 
peration in the choice of means to sustain power as ought to re- 
ceive the severest reprehension from every well wisher to our 
free institutions, This covert denunciation of wealth and 
of the rich is, without doubt, intended to be understood by 
thoee whom it pleases, asa proof that the author of it is a friend 
anda champion of the poor as distinguished from the rich. 
Viewing it in this light, it isa sort of argument; an electioneer- 
ing cant, which, however shameful an indefensible, may be 
allowed in the public speeches of ordinary candidates for a 
seat in the Legislature, or for some office or station ia a State, or 
even for a seat in this Hall ofthe Representatives ofthe nation; 
bat in a Chief Magistrate it is wholly unworthy and detes. 
table.” 

Now, sir, where isthe great harm in the pas- 
sage thus severely denoanced. Let any say whether 
the tendencies of associated wealth are not anti- 
Republican. If the passage be true, is it criminal 
fora Chief Magistrate to be its author? Is it not 
amost alarming fact for the people of this coun- 
iry, and demanding their most “serious reflection,” 
that the passage in the message of their President, 
which calls forth the mest severe reprehension and 
denunciation of the leaders of the Opposition party 
on this floor, is that where the President ventures 
to speak of the ‘‘anti-Repablican tendencies of 
associated wealth!” 

In commenting on that part of the Message in 
which the President speaks of each successive 
change in onr institutions having contributed to ex- 
tend the right of suffrage, and increased the direct 
inflaence ot the mass of the community,” the gen- 
tleman from ‘T’ennessee used the following lan- 
‘guages 

“1 content myself, for the present, by repeating that the mass 
of the people have, for years, been DEGRADED TO THE RANK OF 
MERE MAORINES in the hands of a few men who have had the 
talent and addreas to use them for their own purposes.” 

The gentleman from Tennessee also selected for 
his strictures the following sentiments of the mes- 
sage: 

“ This review of the results of our institutions for half a cen- 
tury, without exciting a spirit of vain exultation, should serve 
to impress upon us the great principles from which they spring— 


constant and direct supervision by the people over ever 
public measure,” ro ie 


“Now, sir, (said Mr. BELL) I should be pleased to be informed 
what is meant by ‘constant and direct supervision of the 
people, which is here enumerated as one of the great princi- 
plea to which we are indebted to the glorious results of our sys- 
tem? Willsome gectleman, who is better acquainted with the 
sonti ments of the President on thissubject, enlighten me? Will he 
tell me what is the true import ofthe language, “constant and 
direct supervision by the people?’ Hit intended by this pas- 
sage in the message, and the other doctrines which are more or ` 
less openly inculcated, to give the high official sanction of the 
Chief Magistrate of the Union to thè new impulse which has 
recently been given, or sought to be given to what are called 
the Democratic tendencies of our system?” 
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Time only permits me to read one more ex'ract 
from the speech of the gentleman from Tennessee: 


“In another part of the message we are assured by the Presi- 
dent that ‘To this practical operation of our institutions (which 
he had described) so evident and successful, we owe that in- 
creased atlachment to them, which is among the most cheering 
exhibitions of popular sentiment.’ j 


“I deny (said Mr. B.] most confidently and emphatically 
tht we are authorized to boast of this ‘increased attachment’ to 
our institutions. On the contrary, Laffirm that, for years, the 
attachment of the people to our institutions, aud their confi- 
dence in their efficacy and durability have been weakening and 
diminishing, just in proportion as the principles and practices 
of the party in power have been more and more developed and 
brought to light. [affirm that instead of increased attachment, 
there is manifestly increased distrust; and thousands of ho- 
nest and intelligent citizens throughout the land, look with ap- 
prehension and dread to the future—that future which may 
come sooner upon us than you or Enow dream of.” 

Without stopping to inquire how consistent th: 
charge of a des.gn to give new impulse to the De- 
mi cratic tendencies of our system may be with the 
allegation that the people are “mere machines,” 
is there not furnished, by these extracts, matter of 
apprehension and alarm to a people jealous of their 
rights? What are the passages of the message se- 
lected, emphasised, and italicised, for condemna- 
tion and denunciation by the distinguished gentle- 
man from Tennessee? Those in which the Presi- 
dent dares to speak of the ‘‘anti-Republican tenden- 
cies of associated wealth;” of “an increase of the 
direct influence cf the mass of the community;” of 
“the cons‘ant and direct supervision by the people 
over every public measure;” and “of the increased 
attachment” to our free institutions. I ask again, 
whether the fact alone that these passages hav? 
been selected for severe and unmitigated reprehen- 
son, is not full of significance; and whether itdces 
not furnish ground of alarm to the community? 

The assumption was also mentioned by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland, to whom I have allude? 
as among the chief enormivies of tie administra 
tion of General Jackson, that “the President was 
the representative of the American people, coequal 
with the legislative power, accountable to the people, 
and not to Congress, for his acts.” And bis indig- 
nation is equally aroused because a corollary was 
deduced from this that the elections being appeals 
to the people were to be interpreted as expositions of 
the public judgment in favor of the great represent- 
ative chief.’ In the present debate, the gentleman 


ly condemned the principle that the President 
should “consider himself the representative of 
the popular will.” Ought not the President 
elected by the people to be the representative of 
the popular will? Is he not accountabie to the 
people? Are not the elections “appeals to the peo- 
ple?” To deny these things, it seems to me, is to 
strike at the very foundation of free institutions and 
popular rights. Why should the people elect the 
President unless he is to be the representative of 
their will? No, sir, the right of electing a Presi- 
dent is not a barren mockery; nor is the President 
to exercise irresponsible power bat that cerived 
from the people. 

The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Jameson] 
referred to the present and ancient division of par- 
ties, and alloded to the fact that Hamilton sup- 
ported, and Jefferson 0; posed, a Bank of the 
United States, and remarked that all the objectiors 
of Jefferson were now found to apply, anc were 
confirmed by the test of experience. But the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Reen] objects to 
this as one of the dividing distinctions of parties, 
because certain members of the Democratic party, 
in times past, supported such an institution. Noth- 
ing can morestrongly prove the truth of the asser- 
tion, that though men may change, principles do 
not, than the striking fact that now this great di- 
viding line is drawn precisely as it was in the 
times of Jefferecn and Hamilton. There is not, 
to my knowledge, one single friend of the Admi- 
nistration on this floor who supporisan United 
States Bank. Can one individual he pointed out? 
No, sir, notone. By the Opposition, generally, a 
Bank of the United States is held out as their favo- 
rite remedy; their panacea, which is to cure the 
evils which they. say afflict the country. The 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] very recent- 
ly proclaimed that to a Bank of the United States we 
must come, and shonld come, at last. It has even 
been asserted here that such a Bank is “the best 


from Massachusetts [Mr. SALTONSTALL] has severe- | 
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protector of our liberties against the encroach- 
ments of Executive power.” An irresponsible mo- 
neyed corporation the safest protector against a 
President chose by the people, and the represen- 
tative of their will! Icanonly say that sach a 
theory does not accord with my ideas of the pro- 
tection of popular rights. 

-The endeavor to retain the exercise of the secret 
ballot by representatives who ought to be responsi- 
b'e to their constituents, presents another iustance 
of fondness for irresponsible power. By examin- 
ing the journal of the las: session, the yeas and nays 
will show an almost exact party vole on the sub- 
ject. The Whig party, as a party, voted against 
the open, responsible, vira voce vote. The gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Reen] has said that 
the vote by ballot is considered important to the 
people in giving their suffrages, to secure them 
from undue influence, and “that he is net for set- 
ting the representative above the people.” Sir, 
would that the right of the people to exercise their 
right of suffrage by ballot, uninfluenced and un- 
awed, were every where still further protected ! 
The elector is accountable to no person for the 
manner in which he exercises his right: he is only 
accountable to his own conscience. But the re- 
presentative is accountable, also, to his consi- 
tuents. It is for the very reason that ‘he repre- 
sentative should not b2 placed above the people,” 
that the people have a right to know how he voles. 
If any improper influence is exercised on him if 
he is induced to betray the will of his constituents— 
let them know it, and apply the remedy. To permit 
him to give a secret, and, as it has been appro- 
priately termed, a clandestine vote, is to destroy his 
responsibility to the people. 

An extract from an English paper was read 
here a few days since, to show that, in the opinion 
of the Engtish, Mr. Van Buren was getting to be 
quite anii-Republican. Whether praise from such 
a source should be a subject of gratulation, admits 
of doubt; and so, likewise, whether censure should 
be a reason of regret. But the Opposition, though 
they have assumed to themselves the title of Whigs, 
sometimes, with an inconsistency which betrays 
more of sincerity than of prudence, also assume 
the merit of being the Conservative party. This 
is the tille in which the party in England most op- 
posed to popular rights rejoices. And if a ten- 
dency towards many of the same doc'rines us those 
held by English Conservatives can entitle the Op- 
position to the same appellation, I am willing to 
concede the propriety of its appropriation. Black- 
wood’s Magazine is well known to be one of the 
principal organs of the English Conservative party 
—a journal distinguished for its fierce scorn ana 
bitter denunciation of popular power and populac 
rights. But that the character of this journal may 
be fully appreciated, I will present a few illustra- 
tions, taken from its pages. 

Of Lafayette, that journal uses the following 
language: 

“If George II had been King of France, the whole tribe of 
the philosophers, the atheirt politicians, t:e club orators, the 
heroes of the tocsin, would have been peopling the antipodes; 
he wouid have met the smiles of Lafayette with the halter— 
La ayette, of ail the perpetrators of national niischief the most 
odious, as the hypocrite is more abhorred than the ruffian.” 

‘Lafayette, whose name will be transmitted to posterity, 


stamped with that bitterest badge of scorn—the praise of all 
rebels, traitors and infidels throughout the world ” 

Of the Reform bill, this language is used: 

“That fatal bill of misnamed and delusive reform, which, 
throwing the representation from the hands of the responsible 
classes into those of the irresponsible—giving to ignorance the 
rights that belong to knowledge—to poverty the rights which 
can be safely exerted by property alone, has already shaken 
the State to its foundations.”’ 

In relation to hereditary dignities and popular 
power, the following ideas are advanced: 

“Bat the true source of this abhorrence of hereditary digni- 
ties was neither the vice nor the uselessnessof the French no- 
bility; it was the mere rancor of the low against the high, the 
mere vulgar jealousy of the obscure against the conspicuous, 
the mere overflowing of that bitter and mean spirited and con- 
temptible desire to sink all things to the level of the contempt 
ble, which belongs to the very nature of the Democrat. This 
spirit reigns at this moment in the heart of every leveller. 

his is the spirit which bellowain the clamor of America against 
a peerage.” E 

“All the speciousness which disguised the true nature of 
popular power to the eye of fools, for to none other Peai ever 
disguised; or lent a pretext to the tongue of knaves—‘or In none 
others did it ever find its panegyric.’ Mnsan 

These are sufficient to afford an illustration of 


the character of the jouraal from which Iam still 
further to quote. 
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The severity of the commercial crisis of 1337 
a!l remember, and itis within the recolection vt 
these who were in the last Couzress, that at the 
extra ses ion th> causes ef this crisis were very 
frequently descanted ou. Commercial d fficalnes 
pervaded nearly the whole world, and when Oppo- 
sition orators ascribed all the evils afflicting our 
community to the removal of the deposites, the spe- 
cie circular, and sundry other acts of the Presicent, 
it was replied that these disorders were not confined 
to this country, but pervaded otner commercial 
states. Attempts were then made to ascribe not 
only the commercial disasters of this country, but 
those of Erg:and and the whole world, to the enor- 
mities of Presiceat Jackson. The similarity of the 
views advanced by certain gentlemen of the Oppo- 
sition on this floor, with those contained in an arti- 
cle in Black wood’s Magazine, must arrest our atten- 
tion and strike us with some surprise. In that Ma- 
gazine, for August, 1837, there is an article head- 
ed—The late commercial crisis—the work of the 
tyrant majority.” 

After giving a description of ruin and distress 
pervading Great Britain, equalling the most glowing 
panic speech ever mage, the writer proceeds: 

“ But if these have been the effects of the storm in the British 
islands, how incomparably more disastrous have been its 
effects on the other side of the Atlantic! In America a con- 
vulsion has been experienced, unprecedented, perhaps, in the 
civilized world. It may truly be said that an universal bank- 
ruptcy has there taken place.” 

Further: 

“We shall find the cause in the insanity of the American 
Democracy, in the violent struggle between the conservative 
and levelling principle, of which, for four years, that country 
has been the theatre; in the monstrous absurdity of the masses, 
who, by long continued clamor and violence, 10 opposition to 
the united opinion of all the wealth, respectability, end intelli- 
gence of the country, engaged the Executive ina struggle for 
hfe and death wuk the commercial and inteliectual aristocracy, 
and at leng:h carried their Democratic jealousy so far, as, 
during a period of unexampled commercial enterprise, to at- 
tempt to force upon the country an exclusively metalic cur- 
rency.” “This is what the American masses Lave cone; it is in 
this result that the grand experiments of Democratic institu- 
tiene—self-government and universal education—have termi- 
nated.” 

“ Are you suffering. then, you operatives in Manchester, Sal- 
ford, Glasgow, and Paisley? Blame neither the House of Lords 
nor Commons—neither the Crown nor the Bishops—neither the 


jand owners nor the clergy. Your own order, the madness oF | 


your own compeers, have occasioned all the distiess; it is the 
tyrant majority in America, the deluded impassioned masses, 
who were maddened by an untaxed press, and empowered by 
universal suffrage and vote by ballot, which has occasioned all 
yoursuffering. Ifthe opmion of the respectable and educated 
classes in that country had prevailed, you would still have en- 
joyed your former prosperity.’ i 

“The intelligent far-secing masses, strong in the support of 
the muititude, strong in the powers of universal snfrage, vote 


by ballot, and the eruction of pledges, have returned represen- f 


tatives, and placed a President art the helm, who has carried 
through, amid the unanimons shouts ofthe whole Republican 
arty in America, the following decisive measures against the 
nited States Bank, intended as a prelude to the war against all 
banks whatever.” 


The writer then enumerates the removal of the 
deposites—the veto cn the Bank charter, and the 
specie circalar, as the measures producing the de- 
plorable results described. 


“It was the great act of Democratic despotism by the Ameri- 
can masses which has thrown the whole woridinto convulsion, 
and induced an extent of ruin and suffering fora parallel to 
which we shall search the annals of regal or aristocratic op- 
pression in vain.” 

The writer also gives it as his epinion— 

“That the banker with his notes has done as much for the 
rause of freedom, as eiiher the printer with his printing press, 
or the schoolmaster with his grammar.” 

He also says: 

“This extraordinary and otherwise inexplicable jealousy of 
the Bank, which by combining solidity with prudence in its 
m-agures has done so much to remove the inherent danger of a 
paper currency, when issuing from a multitude of independent 
sources, ia in truth nothing butthe form which Democratic am- 
bition takes in chat country—all other distinctions are abolish- 
ed; thereis no aristocracy, no landed interest, no church. no 
national debt, no nobility, no sovereign; the majority, accord- 
ing to universal suffrage and giving ts votes by ballot, decide 
every thing. Butthe banks remain, and in them the masses 
see the germ of a future commercial aristocracy, in we pow- 
erof giving or withholding discounts—a source of infiuence 
which may sometimes counteract and interfere with their 
despotic propensities.” 

And again: 

“Previous to the election of Gen. Jackson, the Federalists had 
always exercised a certain influence over all the Presi. 
dents, who were always scholars, and who had all, whatever 
their party might be, connections of family, friendship, or ear- 
ly habits with the conservative ranks. Up to his accession to 

ower, that party had always a sort of control over both cham- 

ers. Now, however, this is entirely at an end; the Executive 
is wholly at the disposal of the Democratic party. J he Fede- 
ralists have no influence whatever, except in one of rthe cham. 
bers, and that is the Senate, wnere their preponderance is still 
maintained from the superiority in its ranks of intelligence, edu- 
cation and fortune. The Democrats, in consequence, have not 
failed to designate the Senate with the ttle of aristocratic body, 
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and to call it the House of Lords. The ma-s which in Europ® 
13 accustomed to bear the burden and receive the law, has suc’ 
ceeded in imp sing it on the shoulders of the elevated and po- 
lished classes, which in Europe constituie the superior stratum 
of society and form the laws. The farmer and the mechanic 
are the rulers of the new world; public opinion is their opinion; 
public willis thezr will; the President is the man of their choice, 
their mandatory, their servant.” 


The writer also quotes in supportof his posi- 
tions tke following extract from the work of a 
French trave'ler: 

“Under the moderate and beneficent rule of former Presi- 
dents the public functionaries were not changed on the change 
of Government, and they were not allowed to take any part in 
the public elections. Since the election of General Jackson, 
however. a systematic system of exclusion has been adopted, 
public employment ofall kind has become the spoil of victory. 
President Jackson has oversprea‘l with his creatures every por- 
tion of the Union; at! the custom-house ofhcers, all holding 
office under the Government, have become his creatures. This 
system has gained cites and counties; the magistrates, secreta- 
Ties, printers, judges, inspectors of markets, police, watchmen, 
ina word, public functionaries of every description, are aware 
that the bread of themselves and their families depends on up- 
holding the ruling dominant powers. The President has now 
under his command an army of sixty THOUSAND Civil servants, 
they are his ames dammees.” 

Let it not be understood that Iam so illiberal as to 
impute to all my political opponents all the senti- 
ments entertained by the English Conservatives. 
Iam speaking of the tendency of the principles, 
and the course of the two great parties of this 
country. That there are in the country a conside- 
rable number of persons who are opposed not only 
to Democratic, but even Republican institutions, can 
hardly be doubted. Within the fold of which 
party they are to be found, the tendency of the dce- 
Irines entertained by the respective parties, may 
serve to indicate. Were not these indications saf- 
ficient, reference might be had to the productions, 
which have at several times appeared in the pub- 
lic prints, and among the rest those of a writer 
who signed himself Sidney, published in 1837. He 
says: 

“Thatthe immediate cause of the present derangement of 
the currency. and of the emharrassments of commerce and 
manufactures, is the ignorance, perversity, or wrongheaded- 
ness of a few men in the Administration, is true; but that the 
primary causes are to be sought in the Constitution, is a fact 
too obvious to admit dispute. 

“There are two prominent reasons to be assigned for these 
defects in the Constitution. One is the want of experience in 
the patriotic men who framed the Constitution. The other is 
the credulous relia ce of these men on the virtue and intelli- 
gence of the people, and of the men who should be elected to 
enact Jaws and administer the Government. 

“ These opinions are not the visions of theory; they are sus- 
tained truths, absolute facts; and such facts have induced na- 
tions to abandon the practice of electing their Chief Magistrates, 
preferring to receive that office by hereditary succession. Men 
have found that the chances of having a good magistrate by 
birth, are about eqnal to the chances cf obtaining one by 
popular election. And boast as we will. that the superior in- 
telligence of our citizens may render this Government an ex- 
ception, time wil] show that this isa mistake. No nation can 
bean exception. till the Almighty can change the whole cha- 
racter of man.” 

May I nci say that there is a striking similarity 
between some of the sentiments put forth in the 
conservative English journa', from which I have 
quoted, and those we have heard, and still hear, 
on this floor? That the banker, with his notes, 
has done so much for freedom, is not entirely at 
war with some assertions made here. What the 
writer’s ideas of freedom are, may be sufficiently 
inferred from the tensrof hisarticle. The army 
of sixty thousand office holders—the veto on the 
Bank—the removal of the deposites—the specie 
circular—the putting forth of these as the effi- 
cient causes of at] the embarrassments which per- 
vaded the world—the complaint that the Presi- 
dent is responsible to the people, “is ihe man of 
their choice, their mandatory, their servant,” and 
other sugge-tions which I will not enumerate—are 
they not all familiar to our ears? 

In enumerating other and further proofs of a 
terdency to irresponsible power, there is the Bank 
convention, which met a year or two since, to re- 
gulate the business of the nation, and which held 
its sessions with closed doors. With their enor- 
mous power, what was this but a secret and ir- 
responsible Legislature? When any thing has 
been suggested against the Bank of the United 
States, it has been replied that the directors were 
respectable men, and they would exercise properly 
their power. The opposition to the Independent 
Treasury is nothing less than an attempt to give 
the keeping and control of the revenues of the 
country to irresponsible corporations instead of en- 
trusting them to the safekeeping of responsible 
agents of the people. Notwithstanding it is impossi- 
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ble to deny the abusesof the banking system, and no 
one does deny them, yet when an effortis made to 
prevent those abuses, it is immediately denouneed 
as an attack oa the existing institutions of the coun. 
try, and the doctrine is proclaimed that the “tanks 
are the people.” Who defended the gross attempt 
in Pennsyivania to clothe with power persons 
not elected by the peopie? And sir, the 
majority of this House has been denounced 
again and again as disfranchising a State! And 
why? Because, exercising the power given to 
us by the Constitution, we refused to admit in. 
to this hall,as members, those not chosen by the 
people. Those coming here and claiming the ex- 
ercise of undelegated and irresponsible power, did 
not pretend that they hada majoiity atthe ballot 
boxes. They came here confessing that they had 
mot. And yet, because we have admitted to their 
seats those who had a majority at the polls, and 
because we did not admit those whom the people did 
not elect, to exercise power here which the people 
never gave, we have been denounced! If the popu- 
lar will could have been thus defeated, there might 
have been some reason for a distrust in the perma- 
nence of our institutions. Ihave already alluded 
to the remark of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
that the people have been for years “mere ma- 


; chines,” and his assertion that confidence has di- 


minished and is daily diminishing in our institu- 
tions. It is true that in the preceding portion of 
his speech, the gentleman fiom Tennessee pro- 
fessed himself not to be in favor of any further 
limitation of the right of suffrage. But could there 
be a stronger argument in favor of such limita- 
tion? If the mass of the community have been 
fur years ‘*mere machines,” can they exercise the 
right of suffrage as freemen ough!? Such a doc- 
trine strikes a deadly blow at the right of suffrage. 
I utterly deny the fact, that, for years, the people 
have been degraded to the rank'of “mere ma- 
chines,” and that they are so devoid of intelligence 
by which to know, or spirit by which to maintain 
their rights, that they can be hoodwinked and led 
hither and thither. And any party that undertakes 
to act on such an assumption, will find themselves 
covered with defeat and disgrace. 

But, let me ask, does it become us to be too 
ready to proclaim that confidence is daily diminish- 
ing in our institulions?) Who does not know that 
the hopes of the true friends of fieedom throughout 
the world are fixed on us? Hither do those who 
cower under the oppressions of the old world turn 
their aching eyes, gazing from afar, to the land of 
promise. Who does not know that the foes of 
freedom watch with eager earnestness for the 
slightest symptoms of doubt and distrust? Every 
such symptom is magnified and repeated again 
and again by every journal of legitimacy across the 
waters. If itis to be published that the great ex- 
periment has failed, and that the problem of self- 
government is never to be solved, how glad will be 
the tidings to the foes of popular power! If it te 
true that already there is room: for distrust in our 
institutions, those who, in all climes, have been 
Struggling to maintain the rights of their fellows, 
may well cease their efforts, and fold their hands in 
despair. 

In alluding to the partiality of the Opposition to 
the irresponsible vote by ballot of representatives 
of the people, the remark is due to the gentleman 
fiom Massachusetts, (Mr. Cusuina,] that in oppo- 
sit oa to his course in this respect in the last Con- 
gress, he at this sessiun both spoke and voted 
against it. Nor do I go too far in asserting thal 
from the admissions made by him on this floor, an 
inference can be drawn as to which party is most 
in favor of popular rights. It is a pregnant fact 
that he has heretofore felt himself obliged to rebuke 
his friends for their avowals here that there was 
any reason for increased distrust in our popular 10- 
stitations. On one occasion, I understood him to 
admit that perhaps there was a leaning to ultra 
Conseryatism among his political associates, and 
at the same time to contend there was on the other 
side a tendency to ultra Democracy. In his speech 
on the Treasury note bill, he also observed it was 
“his fortune or misfortune to differ with many of 
his political asseciates in regard to the social orga- 
nization of the people of the United States, and the 
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consequent inherent rights and predestined power 
of Democracy.” 

. Mr. Chairman, if the maintenance of popular 
rights be a failing, it is a failing which leans to vir- 
tue’s side. If it be an error, it isa noble error. It 
is an error which, of all others, tyrants and bigats 
have most carefully avoided. For this error Fox 
and Henry spoke, aod Milton wrote, and Hampden 
fought aad bled, and Sidney and Russell suffered 


' 
| 
| 
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martyrdom. It is an error which has prompted . 
the greatest actions that adorn the page of history, - 


and which has inspired the burning eloquence, and 


nerved the arms of the best ard bravest in the re- 


cords ofthe past. Ifit be an error, I could almost 
say that “I would rather err” with such as these, 
than be wise with those who blame them. 

The most deadly foe to the spirit of liberty is that 
of aristocracy. No populace ever surrendered 


their liberties to the arm of one great conqueror, ` 


and invoked his protection, until, by the unprinci- 
pled despotism of a patrician few, they had been 
reduced to a situation so abject and deplorable, 
that it could scarce be changed for the worse. No 
mighty leader has ever been able to subvert the 
forms of liberty until its essence had already de- 
parted. No onehas ever concentrated in himself 
supreme power until the people have been deprived 
of their rights, and trampled in the dust by the 


selves “his confidential commuitice,” have already 
been read in this hall. Sir, when this correspen- 
dence was first publishe-i, even genilemen of the 
Opposition saw it was so repugnant to the princi- 
ples of American liberty, and to the feelings of the 


| American people, that faint attempts were made to 


deny its genuineness. These attemp's have ceased. 


. No one, now, is hardy enovgh to rise m his place 


grinding sway of a tyrannical and insolent oligar- | 


chy. 
oligarchy has been the same in every age. Itis a 
history of plunder and rapine and extortion and 
treachery and fraud and falsehood. Their leaders 
have always ‘first inflicted the injury, and then 
railed against the indignation which the injary 


-evoked.”” They have ever oppressed and trodden 


upon the people, until attempts to resist their ag- 
gressions were inevitable, and then they have cried 
out against mots and pepular license, and made 
these a pretence for still further enormilies. They 
have striven to bend to the earth the hardy and 
elastic tree of popular freedom, and because it 
would rebound, they have desired to apply the de- 
stroying axe to its root. 

They have ever assumed to themselves the title 
of the lovers of order, supporters of constitutions 
of law and of religion. They have ever abused, 


_ with malignant rancor, every one who had the har- | 
dihoed to oppuse ther designs, and characterized 


them as demagogues, as infidels, as foes to peace 
and order, and as destitute of talent and of virtue. 


And it is a melancholy fact that history has been ; 


too much in the power of the foes of freedom, and 
that the characters of many of those who were ac- 
tuated by the noble desiga of benefiting their fel- 


It has been well said that “the history of — 


low men have come down to us blackened by the ; 


slanders of patrician malignity. How, let me ask, | 


would Jefferson have gone dowa to posterity, un- 
less the people had sustained him, and the revilers 


of that great and good man had been obliged, in a ` 


great measure, to succumb before the popular voice, ` 


and to pretend an acquiescence in his principles, 
for the sake, it is feared, of more effectually pre- 
venting their influence? And, though the eventful 
period of the administration of that “jast and firm 
old man,” who has now retired to the Hermitage, 
‘js so recent that we still hear his principles and ac- 
lions bitterly attacked by the Opposition, yet no 
one can have failed to remark that, already, at- 
tempts have been made to contrast the sentiments 
of his suceessor unfavorably with his, though it is 
well known that that illustrious patriot and hero is, 
as he ever has been, with his whole. heart and soul, 
on the side of the Democracy of the land. - 


Although I have trespassed too long already on 
the kindness of the committee, there is another sub- 
ject to which J will briefly allude, as illustrating 
the distinction which I have endeavored to draw 
bétween the great contending parties. The extracts 


already quoted have shown with what fierce denun- - 


ciation “ihe exaction of pledges” is condemned by | 


the English Conservative. Can it be ccnsidered 


other than a most alarming and astonishing fact . 


to the American people, that, on the great topics 
which agitate the community, the Presidential can- 
didate of the Opposition shrouds his opinions in 
mysterious silence? The letter of inquiry sent- by 
the Oswego association, and the reply, not by Gen. 
Hariison, but by three persons, who call them- 


and declare he does not believe it genuine. The 
startling and astounding fact stands forth uncon- 
troverted and incontroveriible. What are the rea- 
sons given ia the correspondence for this extraor- 
dinary course? One is that General Harrison re- 
ceives so many letters it is impossible for him to 
answer them. Does not every one know that one 
letter, stating his sentiments ov the prominent topics 
dividing the country, published to the world, is all 
that could be asked? Aj] must see, ata glance, the 
insincerity of this pretence. Besides, if it be so 


laborious to be a candidate for the Presidency, 


what musi it be to act as President? Is ths confi- 
dential committee—a commitiee not elected by the 
people—to act for aad in behalf of the President 
of the United States? In case of the election of 
General! Harrison, is an irresponsible committee to 
govern the destinies of the nation? What is the 
true reason of the course which has been taken? 
The friends of General Harrison will not contend 
that it is his incompetency, and that they dare not 
trust him to write a letter. Is it, then, an unwil- 
lingness to have his sentiments known, because it is 
impnlitic so to do? In a free country, does any 
one dare avow this? Yet, sir, the committee have 
intimated this. Here are the words: 

“As from his confidential committee you will look upon this 
response; and if the policy ebserved by the committee should 
not meet with your approbation; you will attribute the error 
rather to ourselves and his immediate advisers than General 


Harrison. THAT POLICY 1s, that the General MAKE NO FUR- 
THER DECLARATION OF HIS PRINCIPLES FOR THE PUBLIC EYE 


| whilst oecupying his present position.” 


As if doubting whether the reasons given by ‘his 


| confidential committee would be entirely satisfac- 


tory, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Corwin] has 
underiaken to add others. One assigned by him was 


; that he could not see of what use it was to extract 
` Opinions oa a particular subject, when there might :: 
be a thousand other subjects to actupon. Another . 

: reason was, that a person’s present opinions were 


wished for—not those of yesterday or to-day even, 
butof the present moment; and that men are so li- 
able to change, that it might be superfluous to ex- 
press their opinions at any given time. And still 
another, that the history of Gen. Harrison for years 
had been uniformly one way, and that he may be 
supposed to remain the same. 

Sir, no one knows ‘betier than the able genile- 
man from Ohio, that there are a few prominent to- 


| pics which agitate the public mind, and on which 


an intelligent people must desire to know the 
opinions of a candidate for their suffrages. Nor is 
it very easy to conceive how, if personsare so liable 
to change as he represents, it can, with so much 
certainty, be inferred that General Harrison had 
not changed; thcugh I confess, from all that can 
be inferred from his history, of his political senti- 
ments, if I believed him likely to become the Pre- 
sident of this Republic, I should very much hepe 
he had. Here then are the reasons put forward 
to excuse this course to the American people. One, 
that General Harrison has so many letters that he 
cannot answer them all—another, that it is con- 
sidered impolitic—another, “that the National Con- 
vention deemed itimpolitic, at the then crisis, to pub- 
lish any general declaration of the views of the 
great Opposition party”—another, that there are so 
many subjects he might be called to act upon, 
there is no use in the expression of opinion on any 
—another#that opinions are so liable to change— 
and still another, that Gen. Harrison is exempt 
from this liability. Truly, sir, too many reasons 
are rather worse than rone at all. 

The intimation that if the policy is not approved, 
the error is to be attributed “rather to themselves 
and his immediate advisers than to Gen. Harri- 
son”—what is it but an introduction of the maxim 
of the British Government that the king can do no 
wrong? Ifyou appiove this course, give the credit 
of itto General Harrison; if not, do net blame him, 
bat us, his confidential advisers! Has this indivi- 
dual, recommended as fitto fill the Presidential 


chair, no will of his own—no power to exercise 
his own judgment? Do this committee deprive 
him of the privilege of seeing the leiters addressed 
tohim? If not, will they not permit an answer, 
though he may desire to return one? Are the free- 
men of this countiy to be imposed upon by such 
jugglery? The gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Satronstatt] ecntend:d that, “as to its in- 
tention, the Hartford Convention was as innocent 
as the Harrisburg Convention.” If this latter con- 
vention can introduce among the American peope 


` such prine'pies and such practices, I should fully 
: agree with the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


even admitting the Hartford Convention to be all 
its worst enemies ever contended, and all which a 
large per ion of the American people have believed. 
The members of the Harrisburg Convention 
say to the people of this country, “here is our 
candidate; we deem it impolitie to expose our 
principles, or that our candidate should expose his. 
You are to vote for him, but you must not know 
why. He is to be your miler, but we will not jin- 
form ycu on what account. You are to give him 
your suffrages, but we will give you no reason to 
offer why you should, nor will we enable you to 
know why you do it yourselves.” This is to carry 
out the doctrine that the pecple are “mere ma- 
chines,” with a vengeance. Is this the manner in 
which the intelligent and virtuous yeomanry of the 
land are to exercise their highest privilege, that of 
choosing their own rulers? Are they to be led 
hoodwinked to the ballot box? Why not just as 
well have a hereditary ruler?) Of what use is it 
that the people have the right to choose their own 
rulers, if they are not to know the political principles 
of those for whsm they are catled on to vote? How 
can a person be responsible to the people, if he is 
not to act for himself, and if the people are not to 
know his opinions? Sir, to use the allusion so 
aptly introduced by my friend from Mississippi, 
[Mr. Brown,] the people of this country will fol- 
low no veiled prophet, lest, when the veil should be 
removed, they might find, to their dismay and as-- 
tonishment, that they had been worshipping a mon- 
ster. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Cusn- 
Inc] alluding the other day to the political prospects 


: of his friends, remarked that “he saw the aurora 


of a brighter day; and we have heard from se- 
veral other gentlemen of the Opposi.ion similar 
exuling and vaunting anticipations. I have heard 
such loud and boastful prophecies too often for 
them to strike me with any alarm whatever. Dur- 
ing the extra session of the ilast Congress, the 
gentleman from Massachusetts used this language: 

“We tell you that North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, In- 
diana, Rhode Island, and Maine, have pronounced judgment 
upon the Administration. I congratulate Maine especially on 
her emancipation from the thraldom of degrading assentation to 
every caprice of the Executive, to which her own peculiar inte- 
rests have so long been sacrificed. We hail the auspicious 
omen ofthe bright star in the East Maine has rung the knel Jof 
Radicalism. Well may she hold up to her sister States the 
dirigo in her escutcheon. The people have spoken out, and in a 
voice of thunder, which should be re echoed by their re- 
presentatives in this hall, until it penetrate into the innermost re- 
cesses of the White House.” 

Allusions were then continually made in a most 
triumphant manner to this star in the East. It was 
perpetually abcve the horizon—to the Opposition 
their star of morning, and of evening too. With- 
out saying any thing in regard to the result in the 
other S ates alluded to, I may be permiited to re- 
mind the gentleman from Massachusetts that I then 
remarked that I knew a little of the spirit of the De- 
mocracy of the North, and that, let the true issue 
be presented to them, and the principles of the Pre- 
sident’s message be well weighed and understood, 
they would rise, and, toa man, they would gird on 
their armor and bare their blades, and, shoulder to 
shoulder, they would again fight the battle of liber- 
ty; and that ere another year, the “‘star in the East” 
would have proved, to those who gazed upon it, but 
an ignis fatuus, which had deceived them with’a 
false and delusive hope. ; 

Though on many subjects I should differ from 
him with great diffidence in my own Hi arr the 
gentleman from Massachusetts will “la alt 
acknowledge that in this respect td was nght 
and he was wrong. One would suppose 
that repeated experience might have taught 
our opponents some caution—lest it might 
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be said of them as Napoleon said of the Bour- 
bons, “that through years of disaster and 
defeat they had learned nothing and forgotten 
nothing.” But it seems the boisterous and empty 
boasts of bygone times are azain to be repeated— 
again to prove as hollow and deceitful as before. 
While the noisy and many-icngued builders of the 
Opposition ate striving to raise their Babel struc- 
ture, on the summit of which they fondly imagine 
they shall reach the Heaven of their hopes—the 
people are silently looking on, awaiting, with calm 
confidence, the hour of trial. When that shall 
arrive, they will gloriously vindicate their intelli- 
gence, which his been insulted, and their rights, 
which have been spurned—and write anew, in capi- 
tals of fire, the noble tuth that man 1s capable of 
self-government. They will rise in their might 
and scatter tothe winds the disjointed and crum- 
biing citadel of a grasping and insidious foe. 


SPEECH OF MR. MONTGOMERY, 
OF NORTH CAROLINA, 

In the House df Representatives, March 25, 1840— 
In Commfitee of the Whcle on the state of the 
Union, npon the bill to authorize the issue of 
five mélions of dollars of Treasury notes. 

Mr. (MONTGOMERY said: Mr. Cnairman, I 
ave for some time been endeavoring to cbiain the 
oop, not for the purpose of inflicting upon you and 

thg’comm ttee a lung and elaborate speech, such as 

some of those we have had to suffer under since this 
bill has been before us, but a short and plain sta'e- 
went of such facts as have suggested themselves 
to my mind, with such recorded facts as I have 
been able to coilect from the journals of this 

House, and other public secerds. 

I had not intended, Mr. Chairman, when this 

bill was rep rted tò the House frem the Committee 
of Ways and Means, to bave said one werd in re- 
lation to it, for the facts contained in the informa- 
tion befcre us, appeared to me to te too plain to be 
misunderstocd by any one, and the necessity of 
prompt and speedy action by this and the other 
branch of Congress to relieve the want: of the Go- 
vernment creditors, was too urgent to admit of 
much delay. Heretofore, Mr. Chairman, it was sup- 
posed to be the pride and ihe p'easure of the Repre- 
sentatives of the people of the United S ates to seek 
out and avail themseiv. sof the best means to sustain 
the credit, the charac’er, and honer of the country, 
and save the Government from the disgrace that 
must attend a nonperformance of its engagements. 
But, sir, it seems that the time has arrived when 
the who'e power and ingenuity of a certain party 
ia this country are exerted, not to aid, foster, and 
protect their country and its Government—not to 
aid in sustaining, unimpaired, its faith and credit, 
but to search out, and, with joy and gladness, em- 
brace all and every opportunity that presents itself 
to revile and to reduce to bankruptcy, dishoncr, 
and disgrace, the Government of their own coun- 
try. S.r, [have neither ths right nor wish to im- 
pugn the motives of (thers; but Ihave the right, 
and duty requires me to speck of public men, and 
public records, which are the acts of public men; 
and public men ere the servants of the sovereign 
people, who havea right to see and know what 
sort of public records we their representatives keep. 
They at home know us by our acts and declara- 
tions; here they only know us by cur public re- 
cords. We mect heie not merely for the purpose 
of passing bills to pay ourselves eight dollars per 
day; (if we met for that purpose only, we cold Je- 
gislate rapidly, for even Whigs never g ve us any 
trouble upcn the passage of their own pay;) 
but we meet to pefo:m tho.e duties whi h 
the condition of the ccuntry requires, and 
the wants and interests of the people demand atour 
hands as national legislators, acting within the pro- 
visions of the Cons ‘itution. 

Mr. Chairman, having said thus much as to 
what we should do, I propose to go into an ex- 
amination, not only of what we have dune, but 
what a cer‘ain pirly have refused to do, as proved 
by the journal:, and their vo es recorded in them. 

I came into this body at the first session of the 
Twenty-fonrth Congress, which met on the first 
Monday of December, 1835, and have been here 
ever since. The country had been much excited 


by a warm party Bank contest, which grew out of 
the war between the then Bank of the United States 
and the people of the United States, which should 
rule the country; in which the national liberty had 
been made to tremble. That Bank was about to ex- 
pire as a national institution; the publie money had 
long been received and disbursed by i'; the people‘ 
when appealed to, had, on two cecasions, decided, 
by large majorities, that iis chatter shou'd not be 
renewed; and in obedience to the spirit of that de- 
cision, the President had ordere | the public money 
to be placed in the State banks on deposite, to be 
by them disbursed as the fiscal agents of the Go- 
vernment. These banks performed that service 
well from October, 1833, until May, 1837; and I 
will here remark, that the Federal Opposition Na- 
tional Bank party, in strong and unmeasured terms, 
denounced General Jackson ani the State banks, 
and continued to do so just as long as they acted 
honestly and faithfully towards the Government 
and lo the peopie. While the country and busi- 
hess was prosperous, quiet, and happy, under their 
agency, which they proved themselves abie and 
capable of performing, by doing so from October, 
1833, to May, 1837, they received and paid over 
immense sums for the Goverrament; they not only 
faithfully paid all the ordinary demands of the Go- 
vernment upon them, but they paid over twenty- 
eight millions ef dollars to the different State’, un- 
der the depos te act of June, 1836. Bat ia May, 
1837, when these banks had abant thirty-two 
miilions of the public money in their vaults, 


(and just before the Presidential election in 
November,) they shut their doors against 
the Governmen', and the people, not only 


producing universal distress and suffering among 
the community at large, but greatly embar- 
rassing the Government in its means of pro- 
viding for the army, the navy, the pension 
list, the civiland diplomatic. officers, and all the 
poor and honest laborers upon the public build- 
ings, and public works of every description; most 
of the latter depending en irely upon the products of 
their daily labor for food and raiment for their 
wives and children. Thus, in this free and power- 
ful country, Mr. Chairman, we had suddenly, un- 
expectedly, and without any fault, either on the 
part of the peop'e or of Congress, in not having 
provided the necessary means to meet promptiy all 
the demands of the public creditors when due, 
been reduced to that deplorab’e situation in which 
all classes of the community were involved in the 
deepest distress and suffering, and our Government 
was compelled to stop payment to i's honest credi- 
tors, while it was subjected almost to the disgrace- 
ful condition ef total bankruptcy. This state of 
things, too, was produced after the Government 
had provided amp'e means to meet all its engage- 
ments, hav.ng collected the mcney frem the peo- 
ple, and placed it in what was suppose | to be faith- 
ful hands, as a sacred trust, to be ready at all mo- 
men’s for those to whom it was indebted. I will 
not say this was done fer political effect only; but 
there are many, as we'l as myself, who are far 
from being satisfied that there was not, by the mas- 
ler spirits that produced the suspension, political 
effect intended, and now it is proved. 

Under these circumstances it tecame the indis- 
pessable duty cf the Executive of these United 
States to issue his proclamation, calling the repre- 
sentatives of the people to convene for the special 
purpose of providing such relief as they in he:r 
wisdom might deem right and proper. In this all 
parties most cordially concurred. Accordingly, in 
pursuance of this call, Congress met in this Capi- 
tol on the first Monday of Sep'ember, 1837; and 
on the second day of the session we, received the 
message cf the President, giving usa history of 
what was the existing state of things, and recom- 
mending such measures for the action of the Ke- 
presentatives of the suffering country and people, 
as he believed proper, and as they in their wisdom 
might see fit io bring forward and pass into legal 
and salutary enactments to guard against a recur- 
rence of similar evils. "Was this done on that oc- 
casion, Mr. Chairman, or was it not done? Let 
us, for one moment, examine into that subject. I 
do not, on this occasion, propese to offer tu the 
committee and to the country the mere declaration 


of a member upon this floor, or elsewhere, which is 
so often the subject of misapprehension and mis- 
take, nor do Tintend to offer extracts from hewspi- 
per paragraphs of the day; not because I have not 
not ced them, and could not have gleaned from 


them, as my frien! from Virginia over the 
way [Wr. Gocain] did yesterday, abundant 
materials to prove what I might have de. 
sired, but because I preter to bring for- 


ward matier which, being of official record, no 
man can dispute or deny. I do not propose to 
imitae some gentlemen on this floor and else- 
where, who, when they desire to deal in severe de. 
hunciations against the Administration and the po. 
litical party opposed to them, draw their supplies 
from the filthy and turbid s‘reams that daily flow 
from the poironed and corrupt political fountains 
(the Federal presses) that gain their salubrity, not 
trom the purity of their waters, but from the degree of 
poison they contain. No, sir, T shallpass them over, 
and apply at the pure fountain of truth, yoar pub. 
lic records, your journals, and other public docu. 
ments deposited among the archives in your li- 
brary, where I shall find an abundant supply to 
answer all my purposes. Here, Mr. Chairman, 
{hold‘ng up the journals of the three sessions of the 
last Congress,} are the materials I rely upon to 
prove not only the necessity of the speedy passage 
of the bill on your table, but to prove also who it 
is that have by their recorded votes created this 
urgent necessity, and this demand upon the Trea- 
snury; and here are the documents which will en- 
able me to compare their recorded votes with their 
declarations made here in this hall, and before the 
the sovereign people at home. Ihave stated that 
the country was suffering under the deepest dis- 
tre:s, and that to relieve that distress was the whole 
and the sole cause for which Congress was con- 
vened at the extra session, The people’s money 
was not honestly kept, and paid oat by those who 
had been entrasted with it; for had that been done 
no call would have been made for an extra ses- 
sion at a cost of two or three hundred thousand 
dollars. I will now show you what they did do. 
Tnis journal shows that we met on the 4th day of 
September, 1837, and organized, and that on the 
fifth day of the same month, the President sent in 
his messege which contained a plain and full state- 
ment of the condition of the country at that time, 
and pointed out the legislation be deemed proper 
and which, in his opinion, was required by the 
wants of the people and the Government. I reed 
not recite them, as they are familiar tu all. On the 
the 13th of September the Committee of Ways 
Means reporied to the House, bil No. 2, to 
authorize the issue of ten millions of Treasury notes 
to pay the creditors of the Government who had 
just claimsupon jtunder the appropriations made 
by Congress, (and which appropriations, too, had 
been voted for by nearly all of the Whig party, 
see journals 2d session 24:h Congress.) It must be 
borne in mind that these Treasury notes were to 
supply the place of the money actually collected 
by law from the people, and deposited ın pursu- 
ance of the law of 1836, tor which the Whig party, 
wih few exceptions, voted, in the State banks, 
where it was either used by them for their own 
purpos's in speculation or otherwise, o; actually 
locked up and detained from the honest creditors 
of the Goverament, I care not which, by which 
means the people severely suffered, and the Go- 
vernment was neatly made bankrupt. This bill 
passed this House on the 9th of October (page 
179) by a vote of 127 yeas, of which 11 were 
Whigs, and 98 nays, of which 94 were Whigs and 
4 were Democrats. It subsequently passed the 
Senate, was approved by the President on the 
12th cf October, and became a law. Thus the 
means for meeung our engagements were a se- 
cond time provided by Congress, but not by 
Wh'g votes, and that it was at the peo- 
ple’s expense I have shown heretofore. This 
supply was only for one year, and was a 
palliative measure only, and not what the peo- 
ple wished—a permanent relief, or remedy for the 
evil. On the 15th day of September, just ele- 
ven days after the meeting of Congress, Mr- 
CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported to the House bill No. 6, tbe 
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great and principal measure we were called to 
act upon, providing for the imposition of proper 
aod suitable punishment by fine and imprison- 
ment upon the d:shorest keepers of the people's 
money m future. la order to prevent a repeti- 
tion of the same abuses that had so severely 
scourged and afflicied this nation, this bill con- 
tained the most salutary provisions wilh re- 
gard to the safety of the public money, such as 
prescribing the manner and the places in which 
it should be kept, and imposing severe and suitable 
punishment by fne and imprisonment upon all 
those who should again dare to use it for their pri- 
vate purposes in speculation ur otherwise, or refuse 
to pay it over on demand made by the Secretary of 
the Tieasury to meetthe appropriations of Con- 
gress in favor of the honest creditors of the Go- 
vernment, (see its provi-ions.] In section 4, all 
deposites were made special, not tobe used for 
ptivae speculations, bank discounts or loans, nor 
for any other purposes except those for which the 
money was collected—that is to make payment to 
the people who held just, legal, and bona fide claims 
upon, the Government for services rendered or 
supplies furnished. Section 9 made the applica- 
tion of the people’s money, by those with whom it 
was entrusted, to any other than the proper objects 
recognised by Jaw, “stealing,” and subjected the 
persons, thus guilty, to punishment by imprison- 
ment of not less than two nor more than five years, 
together witha fine equal to the amount embezzled. 
There then existed, and now exist, no such salutsry 
provisions in our laws against public defaalters; 
and had ihis wholesome law been tn existence b:fore 
the suspension of the banks in May 1837, and 1839, 
would not all the evils it brought upon the country 
have been prevented? Would all these bank cth- 
cers have subjected themselves to ihe walis of a 
public prison for five year? Never, no never. 
Much as they might be, and as they have prove! 
themselves to be, disposed to disregard the sacred 
trust reposed in them, with this provision upon 
the statute book, they would have preferred a 
prompt and faithful discharge of duty, to a shame- 
tul and insolent refusal of justice, and would have 
paid over the people’s money which they had re- 
ceived in trast. This bill was referred to the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, ! 


as wasa bill from the Senate with the same cr 
similar p’ovisions, which had passed that body; 
and on the 4th of October the committee reported 
the latter to the House. 
proceedings, the vote was taken on its final 
passage, or rather its final rejection, for sə it 
turned out to be, by the combined opposition party 
who had at that session a clear and decided ma- 
jority in this House, against adopting any substau- 
tial relief for the suffering people and country; and 
by their votes was rejected this favorite measure of 
the people. This vote stands recorded on page 
195 of this journal, [holding up the journal of the 
extra session.] and was given on the 4th day of 
October, 1837. On a motion made by a gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Crarg] that this bill do lie 
on the table, for that motion there are recorded 119 
yeas, and 107 nays. That the people of this coun- 
try may see who it was of their representatives that 
were unwilling to grant relief to. their suffering 
constituents, and to punish by fine and imprison- 
ment the plandering public defaulters, for their 
frauds and peculatiohs on the people’s money, I 
here insert the list of yeas, as they stand on the 
public record: ` : l i 

“The question was then put on the motion that the bill do lie 
on the table, ars none 

“And passed-in the affirmative, yehs 119, saya 107. 

“The yeasand nays being desired by one-fifth of the mem- 
EE viat isata, 

“Eh “who voted in ‘the affirmative, are, : 
SMégers. Adams, Alexander, Homan Allen, John W. Allen, 
fAs Bell, Bidd'e, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. 

ns John Calhoon, William B. Camphelt, John 

Canipbell, Carter, Casey, J. Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, 
Chark, (Gong.): Clowney, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett; Curtis, 
Ching, Darlingiqa, Dawson, Edward Davies, Deberryy Den- 
nis; Duon, Elmoré, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fill- 
more, James Garland; (Cons.) Rice. Garland, Goote, James 


m% William Qraham, . Graves, Grenne!l, Griffin, (Dem. 
Halsted, Harlan, Harper, W. 8. Hastings, Hawes, Henry Heroi 


Hoffman, Hopkins, (Cons.) Henry Johnson, William Cost- 


Jahnson, :Kilgare, {(Cons.): Laser, Legare, (Cons.) Lincoln 
Loppis, Lyon; (Cons). Mallo: rvig, James: M; Mason; 
. ~(Cens.) Pees Mason, Maury Š baie, Tan Monelee, Mer’ 


ver, Milligan; Mathias Morris, Calvary: Morris, Naylor, Noyez, 


After various other | 
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Ogle, Patterson, John M. Patton, (Cons.) Pearce, Peck, Phil- 
lis, Pepe, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Richard- 
son, Ridgway, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, (Dem:) Shields, Sibley, Slade, 


“Smith, (Cons.) Snyder, (Dem.) Southgate, Stanly, Stuart, 


(Cons. ) Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Underwood, Albert S. White, John White, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and Yorke—119 ” 
Democrats 3; Conservatives 11; Whigs 105. 
Here, Mr. Chairman, are 119 gentlemen, with 
their politics marke, recording their names against 
punishing those who. steal the people’s money, 
thereby holding out encouragement to p'under— 


“their being no adeqate punishment to guard against 


the recurrence of the very crimes the com- 
mission of which had brought us to;ether. 
If, Mr. Chairman, the members of this House re- 
fuse to obcy the voice and wishes of the people, as 
they did on that occasion, the President is net to 
blame, nor is he responsib’e to the people fer the 
refusal of their Representatives to relieve the suf- 
ferings of the country, by legislation, when that 
suffering is sufficient to justify a special call of the 
people’s Reprezentatives, when he has made that 
call, (as Mr. Van Buren did on that occasion,) 
made the facts known to them, and suggested such 
remedies as he deems proper and right to be 
adopted. He has then done his duty, and all that 
he can do. He (the President) cannot make laws 
to punish defaulters, that plunder the public mo- 
ney. We, the people’s Representatives, must 
make the laws, and he, the Executive, execuie 
them. In this case, Mr. Van Buren is cursed 
by the Opposition for not executing and 
enforcing laws that they absolately stand here re- 
corded three times on these journals against en- 
acting, and the want of which has, no doubt, occa- 
sioned all the losses by Swartwout, Price, and 
o:hers, which have since occurred; and, further, 
that it would most certainly have saved the country 
fram the late suspension of species payments, and 
all 1s present pecuniary difficnities, there cannot be 
a Single doubt; because our monetary affairs would 
then have been settled; the Government would 
have kept its own money, and the banks would not 
have relied on that drawn from the people to sus- 
taio their overissues, whilst they would have been 
compelled to bring their busine:s within prudent 
and just limits, relying en their own means, 
instead of those of the people to pay their 
own debis, which they must finally do. I, 
therefore, Mr. Chairman, hold the Opposition to 
this Administration responsible for all the suffer- 
ings of the people ot this’country, in consequence 
of the losses of public money through defaalters 
since that time, which amounts to over a million; 
as also for the stoppage of specie payments by 
the banks, with all the many evils inflicted upon 
the country in consequence of it. They had the 
power to have prevented it. They refused to 
do so. I do not thus charge them upon 
my own authority, or upon the authority 
of newspaper slips or paragiaphs, but upon 
their own recorded votes here upon the journal. 
And, Mr. Chairman, these journa's and re- 
cords stand in politics like holy writ does in 
morals, as incontrovertible truths, that cannot be 
denied or evaded. 

(Mr. Wise ‘here rose, and-asked leave to put a 
questien to Mr. M. which was granted. Mr. W. 
inquired whether the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina intended to say that the Opposition had the ma- 
jority in the Twenty-Fifth Congress.] 

Most certainly, Mr. M. continued; and I state the 
fact from the very highest and best authority—the. 
recorded votes upon this journal. Here it 1s on 
page 195—one hundred and nineteen names 
in. opposition to the bill No. 6—the gteat Admi- 
nistration measure to relieve the country from 
the suffering produced by the unfaithfulness 
and dishonesty of the Government agenis which 
was sofficiently great to justify a special call of 
Congress atah expense to the people of from 
$200,000 to $300,000. What was the cause? 
Why a failure on the part of the banks to return 
thirty-two or more millions of the public money 
that had been collected from the people to pay the 
honest citizens who had jast claims against the Go- 
vernment. ‘This unfaithfulnés on the part of the 
banks had brought upon the Government the dis- 


grace of bankruptcy, though it afforded to some 
gentlemen great comfort and happiness. For a 
certain par y in our day are the happiest when the 
people and the country suffer most. This bill 
contained the most salutary provisions to guard 
against the recurrence of :imilar evi s, end in vot- 
ing against it, did the majority of the House per- 
form that duty to the country, and to the people 
which the people have so loudly demanced at 
their hands? No, sir, they provid.d by the issue of 
Treasury notes in another bill, limited and tempo- 
rary relief for on? year only, to pry the inmedi- 
ate demands upon the Goverament, and to relieve 
it from the state of bankrupicy brought upon it by 
the banks; but that was the smallest part of the duty 
they were called together to perfurm; and I willhere 
take the occasion to say that, by a dozen or moie 
Whigs voting with us on that occasion, we carried 
the bi l, or it would have been lost. But not one 
of them was from North Carolina. But the most 
important and vital part of the duty which we were 
called upon to perform for the country, was to pass 
laws to secure the public money, and make its cus- 
tody more sate, so that when it might be cailed fer, 
it should not be found to be loaned out to specula- 
to:s, Stockjobbers, brokers, and others, ia Wall or 
Chestnut street, as had been the cise in the 
month of May preceding. ‘The Adminis- 
tration party wished to see the present state 
of things put an end to by fine and imprison- 
ment, and such cther precautionzry measures 
as suggested themselves. They proposed and 
voted for these salutary provisions, while the Op- 
porition voted azainst them; the la'ter numbering 
119 votes, while the frieads of the Administration 
numbered onty 107, [see journal page 195,] show. 
ing a clear majoiity of 12 votes. 

[Mr. Wise here rose again, and asked leave to 
explain, which was granted. Mr. W. said he hoped 
the gentleman from North Carolina would not 
publish to the world that the Opposition in this 
House had a majority in the Twenty-tifth Congress, 
for it would be a ridiculous statemea)}; fur the Ad- 
ministration Speaker and Clerk were elected, and 
consequently the Opposition were in a minority.) 

Mr. Montcomery said that these elections were 
no test of parties, and the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia knew it, because they were not made to turn 
on politics; but that the election of pub‘ic printer 
wasa party question, and taken in connection with 
the vole above mentioned, did most clearly prove 
beyond a doubt that the Administrat:on was in a 
minority of from 12 to 2 votes in this House, at 
that time. This vote fur public Printer took place 
on the 7th of September, 1837, and was decided 
On the 12th ballot, [see journal, page 42,] and 
stands thus: For. T. Allen, 113, Whigs and Con- 
Sservatives, and Blair and Rives, 101, Democrats; 
and Gales and Seaton, 9, Whigs; making in ali 
223 votes cast, of which the Administration candi- 
dates received 101 votes, and the Oppositioa candi- 
dates received 122 votes, and showing a clear ma- 
jority against us of 21 votes. Can thegentlzman 
from Virginia [Mr. Wrse] prove that 101 votes is 
a majority against 122? if so, I demand his proof. 
If he has better proof than the recorded votes in 
this journal, letus have it. If not, the journal is 
right, and he is wrong. Nothing can prove it but 
the medern Bank Federal Whig Pennsylvania 
arithmetic, which my friend before me, [Mr. 
Ramsgy,] stated in his place on this floor, had 
numbered and retarned a clear majority of one 
thousand votes for his Whig colleague [Mr. Coop- 
ER] in a single township, where there were but 
three hundred legal registered votes, and which 
was not denied, bat admitted as true. By the 
above ryle of calculation, and by: no other, can 
the gentleman from Virginia make 101 votesa 
majority over 122. Here they stand recorded on 
the journal, and a new journal must be made, and 
this expunged, or Iam right andthe gentleman 
from Virginia wrong. I here insert a list of mem- 
bers by Slates, as they are recorded on the journal 
with their politics marked, and which will not, nor 
cannot be denied, except by those who deny any 
thing for party purposes. z EE A 

es i . Anderson, + 
pilan Deporin Mee Asan, Erain Noyes 
—3. Conservatives. —Mr. Smith—1. 
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ringtun, Week-, Wiluams—3. 

MassacuusetTs.—D.—Mr._ Parmenter~—1. F.—Messrs. 
Fletcher, Saltousta'l, Cushing, Liaculn, Grennell, Briggs, Cal- 
houn, Hastings, Borden, Reed, Adams—lL1. 

Ruopg IsLanp.—F'—Messts Tillinghast, Cranston—2. 

Connecticut.—D —Measrs. Toucey, Ingham, Whuiulesey, 
Haley, Pheips, Oriu—6. 

Vermont.—D.—Mr. Fletcher—1. F.—Messrs. Hall, Slade, 
Everett, Allen—4. 

New Yosk.--D.—Messrs. Vandeveer, Cambreleng, Moore, 
Kemble, Titus, Jones, Brodhead, Pratt, McClellan, Vail, Gallup, 
De Graft, Palmer, Spencer. Loomis, Foster, Grant, Bronson, 
Prentiss, Parker, Beers, Gray, Tavior, Bickneil, Noble. Bird- 
sall, Andrews, Jackson—28. F'\—Messrs. Hoffman, Curtis, 
Russell, Sibley, Childs, Putnam, Peck, Marvin, Fillmore, 
Mitchel!—10. C —Messrs. Edwards, Clark—2. 

New JEeRsey.—-f£'—Measrs. Aycrigg, Halsted, Maxwell, 
Randolph, Stratton, Yurke—6. 

PENNSYLVANIA —D.— Poynter, Fry, Wagener, Hubley, 
Keim, Reily, Logan, Sheffer, McClure, Potter, Petrikin, Ham- 
məad, Morris, Klingensmith, Buchanan, Beatty, Plumer—17. 
F.—Messrs. Sergeant. Toland, Naylor, Davies, Potts, Darling- 
ton, Morris, Ogie. McKennan, Biddle, Henry—11. 

DeLawarg.—F.—Mr. Milligau—1. 

Marytanp. —D.— Messrs. Worthington. 
—3. F\—Messrs. Dennis, Pearce, Kenned 
—6. 
VirciniA.— D.— Messrs. Beirne, Bouldin, Coles, Craig, 
Dromgoale, Johnson, Jones, Morgan, Banks, Pennybacker, 
Rives, Stuart—12. F.—Messrs. Maliory, Mercer, Taliaferro, 
Wise—1. C.—Messis. Garland, Hopkins, Masoa—3. Siate 
Rights—Messvs. Hunter, Robertson—2. 

Norrnu Carotina.—D.—Messrs. Bynum, C. Shepard, Mc- 
Kay, Hawkins, Montgomery, Connor—6. F'-~-Mesars. Sawyer, 
Stanly, Deberry, Sheppard, Rencher, Graham, Williams—7. 

Sovurn Carotina.—D.—Messrs. Campbell, Clowney, El- 
more, Griffin, Pickens, Richardson, Rhett—7. F.-—Mr. Tnomp- 
son—1l. C.—Mr. Legare—1. 

Grorcia.—D.—Messrs. Cleveland, Glascock, Grantland, 
Tlaynes, Holscy, Jackson, Owens, ‘Towns—8. F'.—Mr. Daw- 
son—l. 

Kosntucky.—D.—Mr. Murray—1. F.—Messrs. Rumsey, 
Underwood, Williams, Harlan, Calhoon, Pope, Graves, White, 
Hawes, Menetee, Chambers, Suu hgate—12, 

TENNESSEE. —D.— Messrs. McUiellan, Turney, Polk—3. 
F.—Mesars. Carter, Williams, Sione, Campbell, Bell, Maury, 
shields, Cheatham, Crockett, Willlams— 10. 

On1o.—D.—Messrs. Duncan, Webster, Hamer, Chaney, 
Leadbetter, Hunter, Sheplor, Swearingen—8. F\— Messrs. 
Goode, Loomis, Corwin, Morris, Bond, Ridzway, Mason, Alex- 
ander, Harper, Allen, Giddings, Coffin—12. 

Lovistana.—D.—Mr. Ripley--l. F.—Messrs. Johnson, 
Garland—2. . 

Inpiana.—D.—Mr. Boon—l. F.—Messrs. Ewing, Graham, 
Dunn, Rariden, Herod, White—6. 

Mississippi.—F.— Messrs. Prentiss, Word—2. 

Iturnors.—D.— Messrs. Sayder, Casey—2. 

ALABAMA.-~-D.—Messrs. Chapman, 
—F.—Mr. Crabb—1. C.—Mr. Lyon—t}. 

Missovri.— D.—Messrs. Harrison, Miller—2. 

ArkKaNsAS.— D.—Mr. Yell—1. 

Micnican.—D.—Mr. Crary.— 1. 


Here stands the vote by States, marked as they 
voted on this great measure of secur.ty for the safe 
keeping of the people’s money, and punishing those 
who improperly use it, or who plunder it, as Swart- 
wouthas since done, and who wasrecommended by 
a Whig paper, in New York, as a suitab‘e candi- 
date for the Vice Presidency on the Whig ticket. 

Mr. Chairman, having now gone through with 
the affairs of the Ist session of the 25th Congress, 
and proved that the friends of this Administra- 
tion did make an effort on their part to obey 
the call of the people, and to secure more safe- 
ly the public money, by proposing to sever all 
connection between the Government and the 
banks who had proved false and unfaithful to 
their trusts, and to provide other keepers hereo, 
whose fidelity and punctuality was to be secured 
by the certainty of incurring the pains and penal- 
ties of fine and in.prisonment for the opposite con- 
duct; and having proved also that the measure 
they proposed for these objects failed by a majo- 
rity of twelve votes—thus relieving the Republican 
party from the fearful responsibility of refusing to 
obey the just and reasonable calls of the people tu 
provide an adequate remedy for their sufferings, 
as well as to guard against future defalcations 
and suspensions with all their baneful conse- 


Howard, Thomas 
y, Johnson, Jenifer 


F.~Mr. May 


Martin, Lewis—3. 


qaences, I will now look into the journal of the ` 


2d session of the 25th Congress, and see what is 
there recorded. That session began on the 4th day 
of December, 1837, and ended on the 9th day of 
July, 1838, amounting to two hundred and 
eighteen days. Tne same members that com- 
posed the first session composed this. On the 
26th day of March, 1838, Senate bill No. 157, 
containing all the salu'ary piovis ons and saleguards 
which were embodied in the bili of the House, of 
the extra sexsion, rela ive to tne safe keeping aad 
disbursing of the public money, and punishing 
defaulters, was sent us, it having passed that body. 
On the 27th day of March, and only one day after it 
made its appearance in this House, on motion by 


cew HAMPSHIRE —D.—Messts. Ather:on, Cushman, Far- 


Treasury Note Bill—Mr. Montgomery. 


Mr. Patron of Virginia, it was laid on the table by a 
vote of 106 yeas to 98 nays. The journa's aiso show 
[March 24, page 513] that a similar bill [No. 597] 
with the same salutary provisions, was reported to this 
House, and on page 1157, a vote stands recorded 
of Il} for and 125 againstits passage Thus, Mr. 
Chairman, the journal shows [page 1157] that the Op- 
position to this Administration in the 25th Congress 
still hada clear and determined majority against 
us up.n this great measure of finance so much de- 
sired by the people and the Administration party, for 


-, Separating all connection between the Government 
: and their unfaihfal agents the banks, and against 
- all laws providing for the safe keeping and disburs- 


on aur 


2, 


ingthe public money. The journals also show a 
settled and fixed determination on the part of the 
Same majority against passing any laws for the 
punishment of public defaulters, for peculation 
and stealing; they having three times solemaly re- 
corded their names again‘t all propcsitions oa that 
subject, and against any compromise as to the re- 
ception of ban paper in payment of the public 
dues. In order to show that they were opposed to 
any compromise whatever, itis only necessary to 
observe, that with a view to make this last men- 
tioned bill [No. 597] more acceptable, a special 
provision in section 20 was made, ‘hat after 
the Ist of January, 1839, one sixth part of 
all payments to the Government should be 
in coin, Treasury notes, or other legal accept- 
ances of the Government, and one sixth to be 
added annually till the whole shall be thus paid.” 
Thus, beginning with one-sixth specie, and adding 
one-sixth annually, thereby giving the banks five 
years to prepare for the state of things resulting 
from a collection of the revenues exclusively in the 
currency reccgnised by the Constitution. This provi- 
sion was rejected by a Whig and Conservative vote 
of 125 to lil—a majority of 14 votes. The Senate 
bill, a similar one, was rejected by a vote of 106 
to 98—a majority of 8 votes. The bill at the ex- 
tra session was rejected by a vote ol 119 to 107—a 
majority of 12 votes. Having failed in three re- 
peated attempts made at the first and second ses- 
sions of the Twenty-fifth Congress to separate the 
keeping of the people’s money from the banks; 
having failed in our attempts to enact any addi- 
tional laws to punish public defaulters; and also 
having failed to effect a compromise by offering to 
take one-sixth part of our revenues annually for tive 
years in specie, and the balance in good bank 
paper, we despaired of doing any thing, and the 
whole su-ject was referred'to the sovereign people 
fortheir decision. They have given a verdict, and 
we will soon see whatthat verdict is. I believe 
they have returned to the Twenty-sixth Congress 
in this House from one hundred and twenty to one 
hundred and thirty professed and instructed mem- 
bers in favor of a separation of the keeping of the 
public money from the banks, thereby proving that 
the people wish and are now for this mea- 
sure, as well as for penal laws to prevent 
peculation on the public funds; and if any 
now desert, let him, Arnold-like, have a face 
both waysin all future time. At the third ses- 
sion of the Twenty fifth Congress, the same mem- 
bers being present who had three times voied 
against these important measures, we not having 
the power to pass them, and they having the power 
to prevent their pa-sage, no further effort was en 
made fur that purpose, and the responsibility rest- 
ed on them, and not on us, nor upon the President. 
We had done our duty: they had nut done theirs. 

I now, Mr. Chairman, pri pose to examine into 
the causes wh ch have led to the present embat- 
rassed condition of your publ:c Treasury, which, if 
not already in a state of actual bankruptcy, is in 
daily and imminent danger of becoming so; and, 
therefore, imperatively requiring the speedy pas- 
sage of the bill on your table. I do not rely on 
rumor, nor newspaper paragraphs, nor do I intend 
to coarge the state of things I have adverted to, to 
the proper quarter on my own asuherity merely; 
but itis my purpose to rivet my charges theie bv 
the facts con'ained in these three Volu.. es, end iue 
votes of members of ths House duang tae whole 
of the three sessions of the Twenty-fitth Congress, 


u 
i 


y 


when the Opposition, as I have already shown, had j 
a majority here, and received pay for more legisla- |, ing a debt upon the Treasury, by them 
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Government has existed—the first session being 43 
days, the second 218, and the third 91 days, mak- 
ing an acgregate during that Congress of 352 days, 
and wanting only thirieen days of one whole calen- 
dar year, or one-half of the whole time for which 
they were elected. 

During the whole of this time, the people of this 
country were suffering intensely for the want of 
some legislative action of Congress, and which 
Congress was, in September, 1837, specially called 
tə act upon, and relieve the embarrassments occa- 
sioned solely by the unfaithfulne:s of the deposita- 
ries of the public money, and the remedy for which 
alone resied with Congress. I bave proved, by the 
journals, that the Opposition had voted down three 
salutary acts cf permanent relief, and that the only 
reiief which had been granted during that period, 
was the passage of the Treasury Note bill now be- 
fore us—a temporary measure only, limited to one 
year at a time, and no longer, relieving only the 
Government's wants, while the people in the mass 
had no relief. But even that poor and limited 
relief gives no credit to modern Federal Whigery, 
for on the passage of the first Treasury Note bill, 
which is recorded on the journal, p. 179, of the extra 
session, there were 127 yeas and 98 nays, and 
among the 127 yeas there are 11 Whigs and Bank 
Conservatives, whose names I insert as an act 
of justice, viz: Messrs. N. B. Borpen, (Mass.) 
J. Caruoun, (Mass.) J. C. Crarx, (N. Y.) J. Gar- 
LAND, (Va.) R. Garlann, (La.) J. M. Mason, 
(Va.) J. P. B. MaxweLL, (N.J) J.C. Noyes, 
(Conn.) J. Pore. (Ky ) J, Rariwwen, (Ia.) and F. 
O. J. Smita, (Me.) These eleven votes were 
mostly Whigs then, and are all Whigs of the 
deepest dye now. Thus, Mr. Chairman, this 
vote is another proof that whatever may have been 
intended by the Opposition, (for with their motives I 
have no'hingz to do,) theiracts, asa body, with the 
exception of the eleven who voted with us at the 
extra session, did subject the Government to utter 
bankruptcy and disgrace. There were 17 votes 
not given on that occasion—sick, behind the co- 
lumns, or elsewhere. At the second session of 
he 25th Congress, on page 391 of the journal 
May 16th—the act for the issue of Treasury notes 
was renewed for one year only, by a vote of 103 
yeas to 94 nays, there not being one single Whig 
vote to be found in the affirmative. Thus the re- 
cord does not show that at this long session of 218 
days, a single Whig did vote to raise and provide 
the means to save the country from bankruptcy, or 
to provide a single dollar to pay either .their own 
eight dollars per diem, or the $38,413,064 87 ap- 
propriated at this and the extra session, for which 
the Whigs, as a body, voted for every dollar, 
never having given more than 35 Whig votes 
against the passage of any one of the appropriation 
bills, containing the whole $38,413,064 87. See 
the recorded vote against bilt No. 676, page 1034, 
journal of the 2d session, 25th Congress, being the 
bill fur the suppression of Indian hostilities, appro- 
priating $6,739,410 41. Here the Whigs, who 
voted against the Treasury note bill for supplying 
the wants of the Government, voted for these 
unusually large appropriations, much the largest 
ever made for any one year since the for- 
mation of this Government. With these facts 
before their eyes, and wiih these tables contained 
in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury No. 
4, made to this House at the meeting of that ses- 
sion, showing ihe fact [pege 4] that the estimated 
revenue expecied to be derived from all sources, 
during that year, to meet the appropriations of the 
year, would not exceed the sum of $31,959,787. 
And what was ‘he result of this estimate? It was 
this: instead of yielding the sum of 931,959,787, 
(see document No. 4, page 4, 3d session, 25th Ccn- 
gress.) as was estimated by the Secretary, only the 
sum of §24,152.655 34 was paid into the Trea- 
sury dur.ng that year, being less by the sum of 
$7,807 031 66 than the esimates. The estimates 
for 1839 were $28,780,000—am»unt received not 
vet ascertained: will not be over twenty-four mil- 
Hons, 

How, then, Mr. Chairman, these modern 
Bank Federal Whigs could calculate on pay 
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created for 1838—amnunting to $38,413,064 87, 


Treasury Note Bili—Mr. Montgomery. 


[Mr. Rayner of North Carolina here rose greatly 
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honest people of the United States had, at the polls; 


with the sum of $24,152,655 34, the receipts 
paid into the Treasury during the year 1838, 
(exclusive of Treasury notes, 
they voted,) I am at a loss to divine. How could 


they calculate on the Secretary paving these thirty- | 


eight millions with twenty-four millions? Did they 
not know that bankraptcy, under these large ap- 


against which ; 


` ted to put what questions he p'eased. 


propriations over the income, Was certain, without `: 
Treasury notes? Did they wish bankruptcy, that ` 


they might rejoice over it, and increase their party? 
Let them answer. 


Was it not their duty to propose or vote from some | 


plan for the parpose of paying off the large debts i 


they crea'ed by theic votes at that session? Did 
they doso? No, sir; they did not. They con- 


tented themselves with voting this $38,413,064 87, | 


thereby imposing a debt upon the peopie of that 
amount, in that year with only $24,152,655 34 to 
pay it with, and voting down all the salutary safe- 
guar's proposed to protect and secure the twenty- 
four millions when collected, from peculation and 
plunder, and Swartwout has since withdrew overa 
million. But this is not all. After having taken 


this course they proclaim on this floor, and at | 


home before the peuple, that we, the Republican 
Administration party here, were doing all in our 
power to ruin the people, and disgrace the country, 
by bringing it to bankruptcy, and that they were 
laboring here with all their power to relieve the 
people’s distresses, take care of the public money, 

. and preserve the faith and credit of the country 
unimpaired. They made these assertions when 
the truth was, they had not brought forward a sin- 
gle measure of relief, either for the people or the 
Government, but had actually, with their Bank 
Conservative allies, voted down three times all the 
measures we proposed of permanent relief for the 
people and the country, and so far as their own 
votes went, would have voted down the measure 
that provided the means for meeting their own ap- 
propriations; and instead of mourning over the 
sufferings of the people, and the calamities of the 
country, they actually appeared to be flushed with 
exultation and triumph, and greatly to rejoice that 
they had succeeded in preventing the passage of all 
the measures intended for the people’s relief, ex- 
ultingly proclaiming that the people had not yet 
suffered quite enough, as they say. 


[Mr. Rayner of North Carolina here asked his - 


colleague if he did not know that the Oppos:tion 
had not the power to pass measures of relief at 
that session of Congress.] 

Mr. M. resumed. 1I do not know that the Oppo- 
sition could not have passed any measure of relief 
ia this House they wished; but I do know that 
they had a majority here, and also that that ma- 
jority did vote down all the measures of perma- 
manent relief that the Administration brought 
forward. Here are their recorded votes in these 
journals to prove the fact. Has my colleague 
better proof than these journals? If so, I demand 
it. It it is not given, he is wrong, and [ am 
tight. And further: I do know another strong 
faot; I do know that the Oppesition in this House 
did not propose or bring forward a single plan or 
measure of relief for the country during the 
whole of the three sessions of the Twenty-fifth 
Congress, amounting in all to 352 days—the 
longest period of legislation that ever took place 
during anyone Coagress since the formation of 
the Government. I also know what the whole 
nation knows, and what my colleague, [Mr. 
Rayner} too, well knows, that this same majo- 
rity on three sevéral occasions recorded their 
hames against our measures of permanent relief, 
while they could have passed through this House 
any measure they chose to propose. By the 
same majority they voted down our plans. 
Does this committee and the nation not believe 
that had the Whigs and their allies been as wil- 
ling to have relieved the people from their suf- 
ferings axthey were to prevent the Administration 
party from doing so, they coal! have done 
it} [submit that issue to the intelligent peop'e of 
this nation, with the’ recorded facts before me in 
these journals, which F intend to publish to the 
world, (holding up the journals of the three ses- 
sions of the Twenty-filth Congress.) 


excited, amidst loud cries of order from all parts 
of the hall, and asked leave to puta question to 
his colleague. No, no, was heard from all sides.] 

Mr. Monraomery asked of the House to allow 
his colleague to interrogate him. He would an- 
swer him willingly : he hoped he would be permit- 


[Mr. Coxnor rose toa question of order. 
denied the right of Mr. R. to rise so repeatedly to 
interrupt his colleague, who had the floor. 

The Chairman (Mr. Dawson) observed, that 
the gentleman who had the floor had expressed a 
desire to answer such questions as his colleague 


'; wished to propound to him. 


Mr. Rayner then said: does my colleague in- 
tend to insist on this floor, and publish it to the 
world, that the Opposition party had the power in 
this House during the 25th Congress to bring 
forward and pass their measure of relief? And 
does he not know that their plan of relief was and 
is a Bank of the United States? Does he not 
know that he and his party veted down that mea- 
sure by a majority in this House; and does he 
intend after this to publish to the world that the 
Whigs had the power, and could have carried any 
measure through the House? Mr. R. was here 
arrested in his remarks by calls to order from 


| all sides, which were continued till he resumed his 
, seat, which he did with much apparent excitement, 


exclaiming that he was not to be putdown bya 
parcel of members who would collect around him 


| and call out “order, order’—he was not to be 


put down by such stuff as that.} 

Mr. Montgomery resumed. Then, Mr. Chair- 
man, I understand my colleague to say, that a 
Bank of the United States is the favorite plan of 


' him and his party for the country’s relief. 


{Mr. Rayner. Ido freely acknowledge that 


' that is my plan for relief; but not just at this time. 
! But Ido not vouch for my party ] 


Mr. MONTGOMERY. 


' mits it to be his plan to establish a Bank of the 


. United States, but not just at this time. 
: does net vouch for. his party. 


; facts before 


But hë 
I ask my col- 
league when the time will arrive that will bring 
forward this favorite plan of relief. Is it to be 
postponed and withheld until the people and the 
country are utterly and irretrievably ruined? 
Have the sufferings of the people not 
reached a point that can affect the tender 
mercies of him and his party, and excite 
their kind feelings so as to cause them to do 
something for their suffering constituents? Is this 
the treatment the people are to receive from my 
colleague and the party with which he acts? If so, 
let the world know it. Is this what they told the 
people while canvas-ing for their seats on this floor? 
Did they then tell the people that they had not yet 
suffered enough to drive them like the serfs of 
Russia, into tame submission to a tyrant’s man- 
dates? My colleague asks again if I intend to as- 
sert here, and publish to the world, that the Whigs 
had a majority in the Twenty-fifth Congress. 
again present these journals to him as the answer 
to his interrogatory. They prove the fact; I in- 
tend to publish it; and if I publish any thing incor- 
rectly, it will be through mistake, and can be easily 
detected. I could not, were I disposid to do so, 
publish any thing half as strong as the facts here 
recorded. They are all I desire, to put this matter 
right before the people, who, I must say, 
have been greatly imposed upon in rela- 
tion to this subject. They shall have the 
them, just as they appear 
here upon record; and I now say to my colleague, 


yet 


1 


| 


My colleague says he ad- 


He i 


not only once but thrice solernnly decided, by large 
and increased majorities, should not exist as a na- 
tional institution, having sunk under its own cor- 
ruptions, and having ceased to scourge this country 
under national autho: ity, and revived ina new form 
—the same Bank, with its thirty-five millions of ca- 
pital, with all its foreign allies and stockholders, 
some of whose names have titles of nobility at- 
tached to them as long as my arm, by purchase or 
otherwise, obiained a charter frem the State of 
Pennsylvania. Having obtained this charter, it 
was exultingly proclaimed by the master spirit who 
controlled it, [Wr. Bippte,] that it was more 
powerfal than when connected with the General 


. Government; it was loudly proclaimed as the great 
: tegulator of the exchanges and commerce of the 


conntry; as the sole and only guardian and pro- 
tector of the great Siate of Pennsylvania, and the 
sure preserver of her magnificent and splendid pub- 
lic works. But mark the result of all this boast- 
ing. In May, 1837, about fifteen months after- 
wards, it had, by its folly, or something worse, re- 
gulated and wound itse!f up into a state of com- 
plete bankruptcy, acknowledging itself unable to 
pay a poor man for one of her five or ten dollar 


: bills, and is now a miserab'e spec'acle of ruin and 


corruption. And this is the sort of regulator my 
colleague and his party thinks is the only power 
that can relieve the people’s sufferings; and when 
they shall have snffered a quantum sufficit to com- 
pel them to swaliow it, then the time will arrive 
when he and his friends will be ready to cram it 
down their throats. This is their only remedy, a 
bankrupt bank, thrice rejected by the people. They 
do notregard the fairly and fully expressed will of 


| the people, but in violation of that will, say to 
' them, you shall suffer until your sufferings compel 


yon to swallow the filth you have thrice rejected. 
Wii'l the people submit to this attempt at despo- 
tirm? Never; no never. Look at once happy 
Pennsylvania! Seeher condition since she adopted 
the rejected monster as her guardian! Disgraced 
by permanent suspensions, borrowing money to pay 


` interest, cursed with shinplasters—al] by the Great 


Regulator. 
Mr. Chairman, having most clearly proved by 
these journals, that the Whigs and their allies— 


i the Conservatives, every man of whom, with one 


honorable exception, [Colonel Hopgins ot Virginia,] 
is now completely and thorougaly in the Federal 
Whig ranks—not only had a decided majority in 
the House during the Twenty-fifth Congress, but 
actually recorded that majority on three different 
occasions before cited, in successtully voting down 


| the great and leading measures of this Administra- 


tion, I will now proceed to show by their recorded 
votes, how far their dec!arations, here and before 
the people, correspond with them. Would you, 
sir, and would the people believe, after hearing the 
loud and angry denunciations of the Whig party 
against the extravagance and corruption of this Ad- 
ministration reverberated at every cross road, grog 
shop, and muster ground, as well as elsewhere, 
from Maine to Texas, and from the Atlantic to the 
Rocky mountains, that any Democrat ever voted 
against a single appropriation proposed from any 
quarter? Surely not, sir. And, on the other hand, 
would you, sir, for one moment allow yourself to 
believe that a single Whig ever supported or re- 
corded his name in favor of a single dollar of these 
unjustifiable and outrageously exiravagant appro- 
priations of the people's money, as they say? Surely 
not, sir. You could not suppose so. I have 


charged that, as a body, these Whizs are not re- 


sition relative toa Bank of the United States, their | 


great and their only measure of relief, and which | 


they were either afraid or ashamed to bring for- 


ward during the Twenty-Fifth Congress, was . 


brought forward, but not by its friends in this 
House, for they shrank from the responsibility of 
bringing up before the people of the United States 
so odious a measure. Yes, that old Federa! mon- 


ster, that had acted, and still acts, as the main i 
whee] that controls all the sscret money operations _ 


of the country, producing panics, suspensions, &c. : 


&c. with all their train of curses, and which the 


'| 
Lh 


‘| corded against a single bill in tne Twenty-fifth Con- 
and the party with which he acts, that the propo- | 


gress which contained these large appropriations 
that they so loudly complained of, and that the 
highest Whig vote recorded against any one of them 
is only thirty-five. 1 have chargeu that of the 
seventy-five millions appropriated daring the Twen- 
ty-fifth Congress, al its three sessions, when I have 
proved that the Whigs and their allies hada clear 
majiity in this House, and cou'd have controled 
ail the approprianons, the som of $66,035,450 54, 
or near this sum, is recurded upon the journ: 4 = 
having passed this House unanimously, with t 

exception of six votes against ten millions, coatin- 
gent, at the third session of the Twenty-fifth Con- 
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gress, and two against one million at the second 
session of the Twenty filth Congress. The state- 
ment of the votes against (hese appropriations, for 
which both parties voted, I here publish; and I 
wili here observe, that where the journals report a 
unanimous vote, all are recorded for the measure, 
and the absence of members from the House, or 
behiad the columns, or their refusal to vote, is net 
noted, and is tu be settled between them and their 
constitvents. I have takea the fioal vote on the 
passage of these bills as recorded on the journals; 
and if there are any whese names are recorded for 
them who have voted against them previoasly, I 
can only say that they have recorded their names 
on both sides of the question, and of course have 
voei right once on the subject. lt will be, there- 
fore, a matter with them and their constituents to 
settle which vote was the rightone. With that I 
have nothing to do. 

I have charged that notwithstanding the Opposi- 
tion had a majority in the Twenty-fitth Congress, 
and notwithsianding the loud and zealous preach- 
ings of the Whig party before the people about 
their economy and our extravagance, we have 
more votes recorded upon the journals against these 
appropriaticns in that Congress than the Whigs 
have. I have examined and ascertained that fact, 
and mace outa list of al! that voted against each 
bill, with the number of bill and pge on the jour- 
nal when they passed, which I will publish in my 
speech, to prove this charge to be true. Here 
they stand as they were given and are rec: rded; and 
should any be misstated, I will willingly correct the 
error, when pointed out: 


Appropriations made at the first session of the Tweuty filth 
Congress. 


Page. Bull 
19), No. 8 Suppression Indian hosti- 
hties, (passed unapiniously.) > - 
second session Twevty-tifth Congress: 
began ith day of December, 1837, and i 
ended on the Oth day of July, 1838, con- | 
taining 218 days: 


$2,109,000 00 


Page. Bill. a : ? 
674, No. 224. Civil and diplomatic, 
(passed unanimously) 8,252,360 22 
690, © 9. Army ~” $ . 5,127,860 10 
1217, “ 89. Fortifications 1,015,415 00 
310, * 393. Protection Northern fron- 
ter > : : 625,500 CO 
712, “ 226. Navy . - a . 6,062,136 30 
DW, © 226, Revolutionand other pen- | ; ! 
sioners = + >; opo 2058,532 62 
#416, “ 269. Indian depredations, &e. i | ; 3,002,127 73 
Bills upon which yeas | f 
and nays are recorded, i 
seg, t 840. Indian hostilities—-yeas j} 
164, nays 2 - - 1,000 009 00 
hose who voted in the 
negative are: ; i 
Fed.--Messrs R.B.Cian- ; | 
ston and C. C. Stratton Xj 
1031, “ 676. Suppression Indian hos- 


Lilities— yeas 143, nays 37° | 6,739,410 41 
Those who voted in the negative, arei. | 
Dem.—Messrs. A. Yell aud J. W. 
Boulden_ - < . ee 
Fed.—Mesers. Alexander, Biddle, W. ; 
B. Calhoun, Dennis, Everett, Pilimore, 
Goode, W. Graham, Grinnell, Halsted, ; 
Hawes, Henry, Hotiman, L. Lincolu, i 
Milligan, ©. Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Pat- | 
terson, Philips, Potts, Rariden, Ree, 
Ridgway, Ramsey, Sergeant, Slade, | 
Stanly, Stratten, Tillinghast, Toland, 
J, R. Underwood, Wise, Yorke, and B. | 
Fletcher - : : . -i 
Page 1,239, bill394. Harbors, yeas 108, ' | | 
nayssi - - - - Sle Yi 
Those who vot d in the negative are: f 
Dem.—-Messrs. Atherton, Banks, f 
Beirne, Buchanan, Cambreleng, Chaney, i |! 
Chapman, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, | 
Craig, Cushman, Dromgoole, Elmore, 
Farriwgton, Fry, Glascock, Grantland, 
Griffin, Hawkins, Haynes, Hopkins, Jo- 
seph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John 
W. Jones, Keim, Klingensmith, Lewis, | ; 
Logan, Lyon, Martin, McKay, Robert | 
McClellan, Abrabam McClellan, Mc- ' | 
Clure, Montgomery, Samuel W. Mortis, | 
Pennybacker, Petrikin, Reily, Rhett, | 
Richardson, Sheffer, Charles Shepard, : i 
Stuart, Thomas, Towns, Turney, David | | 
D. Wagener, Weeks, Jared W. Wil- : i 
Jiams and Worthington ~. - - 
Fed.—Messte. Beil, William B. Camp- | 
bell, Carter, Cheatham, Crockett, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Everett, James Garland, 
James Graham, Harlan, Hawes, Hun: 
ter, Legare, Mallory, Maury, Pope, 
Rencher, John Robertson, Rumsey, 
Sawyer, Augustine H. Shepperd, South- 
ate, Stanly, Taliaferro Inder wood; 
Powis Williams, ©. H. Willians, an 
Word : ae s > 
Page 1238, Bill 380, Light-houscs— 


yeas 65, nays $6 - 


307,010 36 


Those who voted in the negative, are: 
Dem.—Messrs. Teman Allen, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bouldin, 
Cambreleng, John Campbell, Casey, 
Chapman, Cleveland, Coles, Dromgoole, 
Elmore, Fry, Grantland, Hawkins, Holt, 
Hopkins, Hubley, Nathamtel Jones, John 
W. Jones, Lewis, McKay, McClellan, 
Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Palmer, 
Phelps, Potter, Reily, Rives, Sheffer, ` 
Snyder, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Wa- 
gener, Jared W. Williams, Yell . 
Fed.—Messrs. Bell, William B. Camp- 
bell, Chambers. Cheatham, Dawson, 
James Garland, Harlan, James M. Ma- 
sen, Menetee, Shields, Stanly, Talia- 
ferro, Lewis Williams, and Word 
Page 805. Bill 230. Cumberland Road, 
&c.—yeas 96, nays80 - - - 
Those who voted in the negative, are: 
Dem.— Messrs Andrews, Atherton, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Bouldin, Cambreleng, 
J. Campbell, Chapman, Cleveland, 
Coles, Connor, Cushman, Dromgoole, 
E !wards, Elmore, Farrington, Towns, | 
Turney, Vanderveer, Fry, Griftin, ; 
Haynes. Hopkins, Thomas B. Jackson, | 
Jabez Jackson, Jones, Keim, Kemble, | 
Klingensmith, Lewis, Loomis. Lyon, i 
Martin, McKay, McClellan, McClure, |; 
| 


40 


540,300 00 


Mon'gomery, Morris, Wagener, Weeks, : 
Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Penny- | 
baeker, Pickens, Reily, Rhett, Ri- 
chardson, Shepard, Spencer, Stuart, 
Toucey, and Jared W. Williams : 
Fed.--Messrs. Bell, W. B. Campbell, 
Caster, Cheatham, Dawson, Le>erry, : 
Everett, Underwood, J. Garland, Graves. : 
Hawes, Maury, L. Williams, Sherrod 
Willians, Rencher, Robertson, Rum- 
sey, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, 
Slade, Stauiv, Stratton, Taliaferro, 
Thompson, Christopher H. Williams, 
and Wise - : : ~ - 
Appropriations made at the third ses- 
sion of the Twenty-fifth Congress; be- 
gan 3:1 December. 1838, and ended 3d 
March, (839, containing ninety-one days. 


Page. Bile i eke Cane ae 
650, No. 891. Civil and Diplomatic 8,107,848 62 | 
663, No, 892. N: Fronter . $ 500,003 CO 
688, No. 1176. War, contingent, yeas | 

127 nays 6° -° %5 1 | 1,000,000 00 


Fed. —Messrs. Cranston, 
Giddings, J. Davis, 
Maxwell, Stratton, aad | 


Wise - 6! 
426, No. 893. Pensions . . : 3296.150 71 
427, No. 895. Tadian Department - © 1,739,967 78 


427, No. 896. 
897, No. 897. 
664, No. 1090. 
7u3, No. 1031, 


Naval -> : . 
Army - : $ 1 
Indian hostilities ` | 
Post Office Building - | | 


$75,269,028 U2 


æ l 

The above votes are all that are recorded against 
any of the appropriation bills that passed the 25h 
Congress, on their final passage, at its three sessions, 
which amounted in all to 352 days, during which 
time the Whigs and their allies had the power in 
this House to control its legislation, as I have 
proved by the jouma's. 
amount to? Let us examine itfor one moment. 


The aggregate amount appropriated during thac | 


Congress stands, as above stated, at $75,269,028 02; 
and of that sum $66,085,459 54 (with the excep- 
tion of six votes against ten, and two aga‘nst une, 
million) is recorded as having passed unanimous- 
ly, both parties voting for it. 
this aggregate, about thesum of $9,168,832 90, 
which was voted against by some of both parties, 
but mostiy by the Administration members, they 
having given an aggregate vote of 148 against the 
bilis embracing this sum, and the Whigs having 
piven an aggregate vote, including the above men- 
tioned, of 114 only. Sve the above recorded votes 
published from the journals with the numter of 
the bills, their amounts, and the page upon the 
journal when they passed. How, then, stands all 
the Whig preaching aboul economy on their part, 
and extravagance on ours, so loudly and so boldly 
proclaimed before the people, and on this floor? 
Which is the best and strongest proof, their votes 


here recorded on the jcurnals, or their loud decla- | 


rations before the people? They cannot both be 
true, because they are precisely the opposites of 
each other. Gentlemen may take either horn of 
the dilemma, and settle the matter with their con- 
stituents, who sent them here, I presume, to prac- 
tise economy, and who have a right to decide 
which is true and which is false. 


Asa farther illustration, and in proof of what I 


have charged upon these modern Federal bank | 
Whigs, who adhere so closely to their unfaithful | 
banks, and who preach economy to the peo- , 


What dces this proof , 


There was also, of ` 


ple, and practise extravagance; who knowingly 
vole, as I have shewn, many millions more 
than the estimated and actual revenue, and 
refuse Treasury notes to meet the debts they have 
thereby created. Ihave made out an account cur- 
rent fur a few of the leading and most rigid econo- 
mists of that party, and who will be admitted as a 
fair sample of the whole. I have, also, made out 
an account current for all the members from my 
own State, of whom there were eight Whigs and 
five Republicans, in the Twenty fifth Congress; 
and in making out this account, I have charged 
them with the seventy-five m'‘llions appropriated 
during that Congress, while I have given them 
credit for all that they stand recorded on the jour- 
nais as votirg against; and baying struck the ba- 
lance against them, Ihave then given their votes 
on the Treasury Note bi'ls, which shows the 
amount of debt they created, and the amount of 
means they provided to pay it. The accounts cur- 
rent al the end of this speech. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not complain of those who 
voted for these appropriations, for I voted for most 
of them myself; but I do complain of those who 
voted for them, and then denied their votes before 
the people, casting all the odium on the Republi- 
can party, of those large amounts voted out of the 
people's money. There were good causes for most 
of them, which I could satisfactorily demonstrate 
to any and a'l true friends to their ccuntry. Gen 
Jackson made from sixty to ose hundred treaties 
with Indian tribes, by which upwards of one hun- 
dred and twenty five millions of acres of land were 
acquired, for which nigety-:hree millions of dol'ars 
has been paid; (see vol. 4, Executive Documents, 
3d S. 25 C. No. 164;) and thousands of Indians were 
removed West. All these treaties were ratified by 
a Federal Whiz Senate, opposed to him, and by a 
vote of two-thirds, so that the Whigs had the pow- 
er always to reject them, if disposed to oso. We 
were then, in the House, bound to make the appro- 
priations to pay the cost of these treaties, and 
both parties in this and the other House vo'ed 
for them. ‘The Indian wars cost us much mo- 
ney, and both partics voted for them. 

By the act of 1836 for the reorganization of the 
Post Office Department, the funds of that Depart- 
ment were pat into the appropriations, which was 
not done previous tothat time, but they form no part 
of the bnrdens imposed upon the people. It is 
cnly the revenues of that Department which are 
applied to keep up and extend the mail accommo- 
daticns for the people. Your pension list has risea 
from haif a million to near three and a half mil. 
lions, and all partics voted for the laws which so 
enormously increased this list. By act of 1836, 
twenty-e'ght millions were givea to the Svates. 
Now I voted for these laws because I thought them 
proper and just; and having done so, Inever will, 
(iike the Whigs,) after creating a debt, refuse to 
pay it, andabus: innocent men for what I did my- 
self, The Whig party voted these large sums out 
of the Treasury, and thereby compelled Mr. Van 
Buren to apply them according to their ewn laws; 
and yet when he obeyed them, they denounced 
him for it. He has not spent all the money they 
voted him during the last two years by nearly 
fifteen million of dollars, (see unexpended balances 
for 1838 and ’39,) and yet they heap curs.s 
on him because he does not bring down the ex- 
penses of the Government, and when he recommends 
a reduction of five or six millions, as he has at the 
present session, (for which see his message) they 
loud and furiously denounce him fur doing just 
what they asked him todo. Docs not this show 
that they are determined to oppose hia in all cases 
and under every circumstance? Some abuse him 
for expenditures on the roads, some for expendi- 
tures on harbors, some fur expenditures on rivers, 
and some for expenditures on light-houses. Some 
abuse him on account of post routes and post mas- 
ters, (see Gov. Dudley’s message to the last Assem- 


bly,) and, in short, every thing under Heaven, rea- 
fTeasonable or unreasonable. Yes, sir; for the work 


of theirown hands and heads. This same kind 
of opposition was made to the administration of 
Washington as well as to that of every Democratie 
Administration since his day. There was a fac- 
tions spirit always operating against them, right or 
wrong. Justso now, 
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ney to pay our army, our navy, our civil and di- 
plomatic expenses, as weli as our laborers, many 
of whom have been discharged from service in 
exigency of the times; which 
I have clearly shown have been’ brought on us by 
the conduct of the banks and their Whig allies. In 
as well as elsewhere, I wish to see the 
debts of the @overnment paid. We | 


consequence of the 


this House, 
just and honest 
must provide the 
these good Whigs, 
these just debts, that now press us, are, as they de- . 
clare they are, determined that not a single dollar 
shall be provided in this bill to pay them, bat will — 
let bankruptcy and disgrace fallon our country, | 
which is daily threatened, let them vote against it, 
and against their country; let the people see who i 
are willing to sustain and support the Government, | 
its honor and its credit, and who refuse to do so. 
Jam a Treasury note man, and always have been. 
I have no constitutional scruples about their issue; 
none whatever. When we want money, and have 
to borrow and pay interest, I am for paying that in- 
terest to those to whom we owe the money, if they 
will take our paper in Treasury notes. For in- 
stance, we owe our farmers, our sailors, our sol- 
diers, and laborers on our public works; and we 
owe our mechanics for whatever they supply the 
Government with. We must pay all these public 
creditors, and upon the amount necessary to pay 
them, we must pay interest. Now I greatly prefer 
paying them this interest, to paying it to your 
banks, your brokers in Wall or Chestnut streets, 
or to the rich capitalists in Europe, the Rothschilds, 
the Barings, the Hottinguers, and others. Yes, 
sir, I like our own poor konest farme:s, soldiers, 
sailers, laborers, mechanics, &c. &c. vastly better 
than bankers, or those money shavers on Penasyl- | 
vania avenue, or in New York, Philadelphia, Eu- 
rope, or elsewhere, who feed like vampyres, on the | 
blood of the productive classes. 
compelled to give our paper on interest, thecon- : 


stitational principle is the same, whether you pay | 


it on $100 to ten different men, or to one man, or 
whether yon pay it to ten farmers or laborers on 
$1,000, or to a bank or one of these money shavers 
on the same amount. 
the best paper that the people ean hold, and I de- 
sire to farnish the honest laborers with the very 
best. Ifa loan is made by a bank,.or any of their 
agents, and they agree (asthey always do) to pay 
the checks of the Secretary of the Treasury in spe- | 
cie, when the holders present them, the banks, 
by some of their trickery and management, will 
pay ont their own, or some other bank paper, and 
thus put into circulation bad paper, without inte- 
rest, in lieu of the good United States Treasury 
notes, with interest. Therefore those who vote for 
large bills, vote to promote the interest of banks 
and capitalists, by throwing these good notes notes 
with interest into their bands, while their depte- 
ciated bank paper, without interest, is thrown into 
the hands of the honest and industrious laboring 
elasses. Is this not as clear and as plain as 


I have said, Mr. Chairman, that we wanted mo- | 


I know that this paperis |, 


means in some way, and if ` 


who voted for the creationof |; 
howe i: the Twenty-fifth Congress. 


When we are || 


yonder sun at noonday? I am well aware, Mr. 
Chairman, that upon this subject, I differ with many | 
of my best Democratic friends, but wecannotalways | 
agree, and each must think and act for himself | 
without quarrelling with those who differ with him. | 
Lam sorry to differ with my friends, but in this 
matter I have greatly the advantage of all who do 
not agree with me, by being right while they are 
wrong. My people want good paper, (if any 
must circulate,) that will boy lands, and pay 
tayes in the West, without discount, or their sub- 
scriptions in New York or elsewhere for their | 


newspapers or other transactions, without being i 


subjected to a shave with a magnum bonum razor | 
by a New York or ‘any other broker. J am aware 
that the Federal Bank Whigs will say: * why did 
you put down the Bank of the United States? I 
answer that the people put it down, because it was 
the credit of the United States, and notits ability to 
pay in specie, that passed the paper of that Bank, 
for it always was a bankrupt concern, if stripped 
of Government credit, which fact has been proved 
by the withdrawal of that credit, and the sudden and 
acknowledged total and permanent bankraptcy of 
the corporation. Do gentlemen want foreigners to | 
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Treasury Note Bill—Mr. Montgomery. 


speculate on our credit? I, and my people, wish the 
Government credit to be used through the medium 
of Treasury notes, (when it must be used,) and not 
by stock gamblers, for the speculating purposes of 
an association of American and European capi- 
talists, bankers, and money shavers. I wish itto 
be used for the benefit of the honest and indus- 
trious laboring people of the country, and there- 
fore hope that my amendment for the issue of $10 
notes will prevail. 


Mr. OcLs and the appropriation bill in the second session of ! 


Page. Bill. 
450 suppression Indian hostilities - $1,000,000 00 
1,239 394 harbors - - - - 1,535,008 53 
805 230 Cumberland road - - - ,300 00 
1,288 350 light-houses — : - - 387,010 36 
Third session. 
688 1,176 warbill - - : - 10,000,000 00 


Recorded for, on yeas and nays - $13,382,318 89 


š Cr. 
676 suppression Indian hostilities 


1,034 ~ $6,739,410 41 
, Dr. 
By amount appropriated by Twenty-fifih Con- 
gress 3 s -> -. - $75,269,028 02 
Credit the amount voted against - 3 « 6,739,410 41 
Dr. without opposition - - - - $68,529,617 43 


Treasury notes: Ist sess. 25th Congress, e 179, nay. 
Qd “ g ngTeSS, PAg 891, blank. 
3d 611, nay. 
Hon. Epwarp Curns, second session of the Twenty-fifth 
Congress. 


“ a 


Page. Bill. : : 

309 450 Indian hostilities - . - $1,000,000 09 
1,239 394 harbors - - - - 1,535,008 53 
805 230 Cumberland road - - - 540,300 00 
1,288 380 light-houses _ - - : 307,010 36 
Third session. 

688 1,176 warbill - . . - 10,000,000 00 

Recorded for -~ $13,382,318 89 

Whole appropriations made by Twenty-fifth 
Congress - - - - - $75,269,028 02 
Credit for Mr. Curtis - - - - 00,000,000 00 


Mr. C. was one of the Swartwout reforming committee; re- 


formed the printing in his own city from $1 to $1 75 per 
age. 
F reasury notes: Ist sess, 25th Congress, page 179, nay. 
24 “ “ “ 89], nay... 
3d “ i © 611, blank. 
Hon. Wi1u14M K. Bonn, second session of the Twenty-fifth 
Congress. g 
Page. Bill. 
1, 676 sapprension Indian hostilities - $6,739,410 41 
309. 450 Indian hostilities - . - 1,000, 00 
1,239 394 harbors - ` - + 1,535,008 53 | 
805 230 Cumberland read - . - 540,300 00 
Recorded for - 89,814,718 94 
Dr. Whole amount ef appropriations by Twen- 
ty-fifthCongress ` - : . + 875,269,028 02 
Credit for Mr. Bond = - - - - 60,000,000 00 


Mr. B. stands Tecardod: A ‘i 

Page 179, Ist sess. ong. against Treasury Note bill, 
Smee de o, 
“ 612,3d “ do. do. 

Hon. W. J. Graves—Second Session Twenty-fifth Congress. 


Page. Bill. 
1034, $6,739,410 41 
309, 1 


“ 


676. Suppression Indian hostilities 


} 450. Indian hostilities - = 1000/00 
1,239, 394. Harbors - - . -1,535,008 53 
688, 1176. War, 3d S. 25th ©. ` - - 10,000,000 90 
Recorded for - - ` - $19,274,418 94 
Dr.—appropriations made during the Twenty- 
fifth Congress - - - - $75,269,028 02 
Or.—Page 805, bill 230, 2d 8.25 C. Cumberland 
road, (nay) ~- = - - os 540,300 00 
Dr.—Without opposition - - - $74,728,728 C2 


Page. 
179, IstS.25thC. Mr. G. Recorded again ch Notes. 
o 


891, 2d S. 25th C 
612; 3ds. 25th C : do > 
Hon. R. GaRLAND—Second session Twenty -fifth Congress. 
Page. Bill. 4 oo 
1,034, 676. Sup. Indian hostilities - - $6,739,410 41 
309, 450. - Indian hostilities - - 1,000,000 00 
1,239, 394. Harbors - - - - 1,535,008 53 
805, 230. Cumberland Road $ - 540,300 00 
1,288, 380. Light-houses - - - 307,010 36 
Third session Twenty-fifth Congress. 
696, 1,176 Warbill - ` - - 16,000,000 00 
Recorded for - - - $20,121.729 30 
Dr.—Whole amount of appropriations made ! 
during the 25th Congres - : - $75,269,028 02 `` 
Credit for Mr. R. Garland 7 = - 0,000,000 00 
Page. Í 
612, 318.23C. Against Treasury notes. 
891, 2d8. 2th C. do 
179, 1st 8.26thC; For do 
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Mr. Wiss and theappropriations—Second sesion Twenty-fifth 
hiti Congress. 


350. 


Page. 


1, Light-houses 7 A - $307,010 36 


Suppression Indian hostilities - $6, 
Cumberband road - EEE 


War bill, 3d 5. 28th C.—Notspent 10,000'000 00 
Recorded against - - - $17,279,710 41 


1,034, 676. 
805, 230. 
688, 1,176. 


Dr.—The appropriations made by th G 
fifth Gases - - oe pis 


5,269,028 
Cr.—By amount recorded against : - ATARA at 


17,279,710 41 
$57,989,317 61 


Dr.—Without opposition - . 3 


Treasury Nete bills—lst S. 25th C. page 179—nay. 
(13 2d (13 (23 891 


—nay. 
_ 8d 611 —blank. 
The following is the account current as it stands 


with the North Carolina delegation in the 25th 
Congress, upon the appropriation bills. They stood 


K u “a 


. five Democrats and eight Opposition Whigs at that 


time. The nays, as recorded on the journal, of 
each, is given upon the final passage of the appro- 
priation bills, with the number of the bill and the 
page in the journal where they passed; where 
the yeas and nays are not taken, it is a 
unanimous vote; and at Raleigh, the seat 
of Government in my district, I have de- 
posited the bound journal, that reference may 
be had to prove all that I have said and pub- 
lished; for regret to admit the fact that, in my 
own State, modern Whigery not only denies re- 
corded facts, but proclaims and vouches for that | 
which is precisely the very opposite of recorded 
facts andtruth; foron the eve of the last Congres- 
sional election, a forgery, of the blackest dye, was 
issued from a Federal press in Raleigh, sent 
all over my district by expresses, with the certifi- 
cate of five volunteer, or willing witnesses, as a 
passport, and the name of one of them is now one 
of the Whig Harrison electors, (Charles Manly, 
esq. of Raleigh, N. C.) and is canvassing the dis- 
trict by speeches of the lowest abuse against this 


` Administration. 


FIRST DISTRICT. 
Hon. 8. F. SawvER—W. Second Session Twenty-fifth Congress. 


Page. Bill. 
1,054 676 suppression of Indian hostilities $6,739,410 41 
309 450 Indian hostilities - . - — 1,000,000 00 
Third session. 
688 1,176 war - - - - 10,000,000 00 
Recorded for - $17,739,410 41 
Cr. 

1,239 394 harbors - - ž - _ $1,535,008 53 

Dr.—Whole amount of appropriation made by 
Twenty-fifth Congress - - - $75,269,028 02 
: Cr.—By theamount voted against . - _ 1,535,008 53 


Dr.—This amount without recorded opposition $73,704,019 49 


Page. 
i79 lst S. 25th C. Against Treasury notes. 
891 2d S. 2th C. Blank. 
612 3d8.2thC, Blank. 
SECOND DISTRICT. i 
Hon. J. A. Bynom—Second Session Twenty-fifth Congress. 


Page. Bill. 
1,034 676 suppression Indian hostilities - $6,739,410 41 
309 450 Indian hostilities - . - 1,000,000 00 
Third session. 

688 1,176 war - . - - 10,000,000 08 
D 
Recorded for - $17,739,410 41 

Dr.—The whole amount appropriated by Twen- 
ty-fifth Congress - F : + $75,269,028 02 
Cr.—By amount voted against s - 00,000,000 09 


Page. 

179 lst S. 25th C. Recorded for Treasury notes. 

891 2d S. 25thC. Recorded for Treasury notes. _ 

612 3d8. 26th C. Blank. 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

Hon. E. Stanty—Second session Twenty-fifth Congress. 


Page. Bill. ao 
309, 450, Indian hostilities - x + [$1,000,000 00 
688 1,176, War bill, 3 3. 25C. - = = 10,000,000 00 
Recorded for - - $11,000,000 00 

CR è : 

1,034 676. Suppression Indian Hoastilities = 6,730,410 41 
1,239, 384. Harbors . - - - 1,535,008 53 
330. Cumberland Road - - a mo o0 
1,288, 380. Light-houses - - . 010 36 
$9,121,729 30 


Recorded against -~ s z 


Dr.—The whole amount appropriated by ah ; 75.00.08 @' 


! Congress, - R : ; 
| Cr.—By amountrecorded against ~ 9121,79 90 
| Dr.—To this amount without opposition ~- anm R 


418 
26rn Conc»... Ist SESS 


= let 9. 2th C. Recorded against T. Notes. 
91, 2nd S. 5th C. do. 
612, 3d, 8. th C. do. 
FOURTH DISTRICT. 
Hon. C. Suerara —Second Session Twenty-fifth Congress. 


. Bill. 
Heh 676. Suppression Indian hostilities - 


$6,739,410 41 

309, 450. Indian hostilities - ` 1,000,000 00 

Recorded for : : $7,739,410 41 

. 3%. Harbors to - - $1,535,006 53 
oe 230. CumberlandRoad >  - "540,300 00 

Voted against - - - $2,075,308 53 

Dr.—Whote amount of appropriations made by 

2th Congressi - = - 2 $75,269,028 0: 

Or.—By amount voted against - - 2,075,308 53 
De.—To this amount without opposition - $73,193,719 49 : 


re. 
oe lat S. 25th C. Against T. Notes. 
891, 2d 3. 25th C. Blank. 
611, 3d 8. Deh C. do. 
FIFTH DISTRICT. 
Hoa. J. J. McK ay—Second Session Twenty-fifth Congress. 


Bill. 
450. Sa jon Indian hostilities - $1,000,000 00 
1,084, 676. Indi hostihtiea - ; - 6,739,410 41 
683, 1,176. War bill, 3d S. 25th C. - - 10,000,000 00 
Recorded for - - - - $17,739.410 41 
808, 230. Cumberland Road : $540,300 00 
tae 380. Light-houses . . : 307,010 36 
239, 304. Harbors - . - - 1,535,008 52 
Recorded against - . . $2,389,318 88 


Dr.—The whole amount of appropriations 
made by Twenty-fifth Congress . 
Or.—By amount against . : - 2,389,318 88 


$72,879,709 14 


Dr.—This amount without opposition- - 


Treasury notes: ia sess. 25th C. page 19, = 
3d u “ st 612, yea. 


SIXTH DISTRICT. 
Hon MT. Hawxins—Second Session, Twenty -fifth Congress. 
tii. 


$6,739,410 41 
l 000 00 


- $16,739,410 41 


1034, 676. Suppression of Indian hostilities 
688, 1176. War bill, 33. 25 C. - 


Recorded for - - 


e 3 5 


675,269,028 02 : 


' : Cr. 

1239, 3%. Harbor - - - + $1,535,088 53 

1288, 396, Light houses : : . 307,010 35 
Recorded against - - $1,842,018 89 | 
Dre-The whole amount of appropriations i 
made by Twenty-fifth Congres - - $75,269,028 02 | 

Cr.—By amount voted against - . - 1,842,018 89 
Dr.—-This sum without opposition . - 873,427.009 13 ` 


Page. — ; 

EN ist 8. 25th C. Recorded for Treasury Notes. 

Wi, 2AB. Gh C. Recorded for Treasury Notes. 
612, 3d 8. Mth C. Recorded for Treasury Notes. 


SEVENTH DISTRICT, 
Hon. E. Daranny —Second Session, Twenty-fifth Congress. 


x yo. Suppreeston of Indian hostilities - $1,000,000 00 
638 1 War bill, 3d 8: thc. - 10,000,000 00 
, Recorded for - - $11,000,000 00 
ae Cr. 
1200, 394. Harbors - - - * $1,535,008 53 
006, 740. Cumberland road - - 540,300 00 


" Recorded against - - $2,075,308 53 
Dr.—The whole amount of appropriations made 

by Twenty-fifth Congress - $ $ 
Or.—By amount recorded against : - 


Dr.—This sum without opposition - 


$75,259,028 02 
2,075,303 53 


Page. = ` 

179, lst8. 25th C. Recorded against Treasury notes. 
RIT, 2d B. Æth C. Did not vote. 

612, 3d 8. 25th €. Recorded against Treasury notes. 


x f - EIGHTH DISTRICT. 
Wx. Monrcomery—Second Session, Twenty-Fifth Congress. 


Page. Bill. a 
309, 460. Indian hostilities - - - $1,000,000 00 
698, 1176. War bill, 3d8.25thC. - - 10,000,000 00 ; 
Recorded for - ` - $11,000,000 00 
. Cr. P 
1239, 394. Harbors - : z p 1935, 
805, 230. Cunıberland road - . -540300 09, 
1288, 390. Lighthouses E - - 07,010 36 
- $2,382,318 99 


Recorded against : 


——— 


$73,193,719 49 ` 
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Dr.—The whole amount appropriated by Twenty- 
fifth Congress - - - - $75,269,028 02 
Cr.—The amount voted against - 2,382,318 89 


Dr.—This sum without opposition - - $72,836,709 13 
Page. 

179, Ist S. 25th C. Recorded for Treasury notes. 

891, 2d 8. 25th C. Recorded for Treasury notes. 

612, 3d S. 25th C. Recorded for Treasury notes. 


NINTH DISTKICT. 
Hon. A. H. Saepparp.—Second session Twenty-filth Congress. 


Page. Bill. 

1034 676. Suppression Indian hostilities, $6,739,410 41 
309 450. Indian hostilities, - - 1,000,000 00 
688 1176. War bill, (33. 25C.) - 10,000,000 09 

Recorded For, : . - $17.739.410 41 
Cr. 

1239 39%. Harbors, - - - - $1,535,008 53 

805 230. Cumberland road, - - 540,300 00 


Recorded against, - - $2,075,308 53 


Dr.—The whole amount of appropriations made 
by Twenty-fifth Congress, - - $75,269 023 02 
Cr.—By amount voted against, . 2,075,308 53 


$73,193,719 49 


Dr.—This sum without opposition, - 


Treasury notes: Page 179, first session Twenty-fifth Congess, 
against; page 891, second session Twenty-filth Congress, 
blank; page 612, third session Twenty-fifth Congress, against. 

TENTH DISTRICT. 
Hon. A. RENCHER, second session Twenty- fifth Congress. 


Page. Bill. 
1034 676 Suppression Indian hostilities, (for) $6,739,410 41 
309 450 Indian hostilities, - - 1,009,000 00 
683 1176 War bill, 38. 250., 10,000,000 00 
Recorded for, - - - $17.739,419 41 

CR. 

1239 394 Harbors, . : $1,535,008 53 
805 230 Cumberland road, - 540,300 00 


$2.075.308 53 


Recorded against 


Dr.—The whole amount of appropriations made 
by Twenty-fifth Congress, : : $75,269,028 02 
Cr.—By amount voted against, - 2,075.308 53 


Dr.—This sum without oppositien, - 
Treasury notes: Page 179, first session Twenty-fifth Congress, 
against; page 891, second session Twenty-fifth Congress, 


blank; page 612, third session Twenty- fifth Congress, against, j 


ELEVENTH DISTRICT. 
Hon. H. W. Connor, second session Twenty-fifth Congress. 


Page. Bill: 
303 450 Indian hostilities, (for) $1,000,000 00 
688 1176 War bill, (8S. 25C. for) 10,000,000 09 
1239 394 Harbors - - . 1,535,008 53 
Recorded for, - - $12,535,008 53 
805 230 Cumberland road, (against) - _$8540,300 00 


Dr.—By amount of appropriations made by 

Twenty-fifth Congress, - H 
Cr.—By amount voted against, -~ 540,300 00 
$74,729,328 02 


—— 


Dr.—This amount without opposition, - 


Treasury notes: Page 179, first session Twenty. fifth Congress, 
for; page 891, second session Twenty-fiith Congress, for; page 
612, third session Twenty-fifth Congress, for. 

TWELFTH DISTRICT. 
Hon. J. GRaHAM—Second session, Twenty-fifth Congress. 


Page. Bill. ie 
LOH, 676, Suppression of Indian hostilities $6,739,410 41 
309, 450, Indian hostilities -~ - 000 00 


Pa 1, 3 
688, 1176, War binl, (3d sess. 25th Cong.) 10,000,000 00 
Recorded for on yeas and nays, $17,739,410 41 


1239, 394, Harbors - - - - $1,535 00 


——_—_ 


Dr. 
The whole amount of appropriation made by 


25th Congress - - - $75,269,028 02 


1,535,008 53 


x. 


Cr. 
By amount recorded against - ie fg 


Dr. 
This amount without opposition - - - $73,734,019,49 


Treasury notes: lst sess. 25th Congress, page 179, nay. 
2d “ a $9: “ 


3d “ « 612) 
TWELF{H DISTRICT. 
Hon. L. WiLL ams—Second session Twenty-filth Congress. 


Page. Bill. aon E 
1034, 676, Suppression Indian hostilities $6,739,410 41 
309, 450, Indian hostilities - 1,000.000 00 
688, 1176, War bill, (3d sess. 25th Cong.)- 10,000,000 00 
Recorded for on yeas and nays - $17,739.410 41 
1239, 394, Harbors - - $1,535,003 53 
805; 230, Cumberland road - 540.300 00 
1288, 3830, Light houses - - 307,010 36 
Recorded against this sum  - $2,382,318 89 


— a aae 


$73.194,719 49 . 


$75,669,028 02 


Remission of duties on goods consumed by fire in New York—Mr. Petrikin. 


: silent observer of the progress of this bill. 


H. of Reps. 


Dr. The whole amount of appropriation 


by 25th Congress : - $75,269,028 02 
Cr. By amount recorded against 2,382,318 89 
Dr. This amount without opposition $72.886,709 13 


lst sess. 25th 
2d Re 


3d e 


REMARKS OF MR. PETRIKIN, 


OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


Treasury notes; Congress, page 179, nay. 
wi Ro] tb 


$ 
612 “ 


, In the House of Representatives, May 15, 1840— 


On the bill for the remission of duties on goods 
consumed by fire in the city of New York. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said, that he had been so fara 
He had 


, looked with astonishment more than once, during 


| agents. 


: any case than in the votes just given. 


the time he had been a member on this floor, at the 
flagrant want of consistency between the profes- 
sions and votes of members. He, however, never 
had witnessed a greater degree of inconsistency in 
The gen- 
tlemen who compose the party opposed to the Ad- 
ministration, are continually denouncing it both on 
this oor and before the people,as extravagant 
and wasteful. Nevertheless, those gentlemen are 
always found the foremost in concocting and ad- 
vocating means to take the money out of the Trea- 
sury. In the present case they are, with a very 
few exceptions, recording their names for a bill 


' which must take millions of dollars from the Trea- 


sury, to go into pockets of merchants in New York, 
who are, no doubt, principally foreigners, or their 
Yes; very probable there are some of 
them of that “gang of Yorkshire merchants,” of 
whom we have heard so much gaid on a late occa- 
sion on this floor, But be they who they may, the 
question js, what claim ‘ave they in law or equity 
for the money this bil proposes to give them. 
Every disinterested man must say, none. If they 
insured their goods at offices that were unable to 
pay for the loss, that was their own fault, not the 
fault of the Government. 

Let gentlemen Jook at the votes on this bill, and 
see who they are, and to what party eight tenths of 
those belong, who are not only wiling to vote 
away this large amount of money, but are anxious 
to bring it through without inquiry, debate, or dis- 
cussion. It will be found that they are those who 
wish to make the people believe that economy is a 
part of their creed, and that they detest extrava- 


| gance, when, in reality, their tacts here, on all oc- 


casions, contradict their professions before the peo- 
ple. 

Mr. P. said the time was come when the people 
should be informed on this subject. When they 
get that information they will speak aloud; they 
willexamine how the acts of gentlemen on this 
floor accord with their professions elsewhere. 

We have heard a great cry about the Treasury 
being bankrupt; and yet gentlemen engaged in this 
cry are willing to pass this biil to pay away money 
without restriction or limits, and where none is 
due. Those same men were unwilling to vote the 
money necessary for the support of Government, 


but have no difficulty, when asked to vote millions ` 


to foreign merchants. We have been daily an- 
noyed, on all occasions, by their denunciations of 
the Administration and the Deinccratic party, as 
being corrupt and extravagan!; and there can be no 
doubt, if we pass ihis bill, that in the course of a 
year we shall have this very measure held up as 
one of the corrupt and extravagant acts of the Ad- 
ministration, by the very men who are now voting 
for it. 


Have they any consc'ence? Or do they sup- 


: pose the people are fools, that they will not compre- 


hend such a total disregard of common honesty, 
such a contradiction of professions by actions? If 
gentlemen think so, I can assure them they are 
mistaken. The peop'e are watching their move- 
ments, and will show them that al hough slow to 
act, thal action will be sure. Mr. P. called upon 
the few Democrats who voted with the Whigs on 
this occasion, not to abandon their principles. One 
of the maxims of Democracy is “equal and exact 
justice to all men.” Js it just or right to take 
trom the Treasury the money of the peopie, and 
give it to thcse who have no just caim to it? If 
millions are thus to be taken from the Treasury, 


ofra Coxo». IST Sass. 


we will soca be compelled to resort to a direct tax. | 


Tre laborers of the country will have w pay away 
their earnings to support the aristocracy ol the cities 
ia spleador aed dissipation. This will not be tole- 
rated by the peepie. Are these of the Democratic 
party who hoae.tly adhere to their praciples of 
economy aad junice, to salfes by the denunciations 
them by the Federalista, merely be- 
cause à few of thuse that are sent here as Demo 
erats, so far forget thew prac ples and their daty 
as to rote with the Federaiists to take millions of 
the money raved off the peopie, to give to iheir po- 
litseal fremis? And do they act know that the very 
mea who are to receive this money, joia in the cry 
of extravagance and waste agaist the Democrats 
and her Admuiratun? We can protect oor- 
selves against our enemies; but God save us from 
suca fnesds. Mr. P. said be, for oae, woald op- 
pone the passage of all such dills. He wrald hold 
these men ap before the country who protess to be 
Democrais, but are bere willing to vote, whether 
right or wrong, with the Oppositioa, for all such 
bils as take moacy from the Treasary—men who 
are willing to sacrifice beth party aad prineip'e to 
voie a tew dollars iato the pockets of their personal 
frends or coestituents Such men are not Demo- 
erais—they do not belong to that party whose prin- 
eples the present Adm.nistration are anxious to 
carry out by practice. If they do, they are strangely 
forgetfol. They forget that the Democratic party 
are held accountable tor every dollar voted by this 
to be taken from the Treasary. They 
forget that they are daily to'd on this floor by the 
Whigs that the Democrats have a majority; and 
that althoagh they (the Whigs) vo'e to take money 
out of the Treasary, yet the Democrats, being a 
majority, are in fan't, if it is taken oat improperly. 
lf aay Democrat has voted without proper refiec- 
tion, ROW is the time to correct his error, and to 
show the people that he is not recreant to his prin- 


Q 

Mr, P. argued that gentlemen whose constituents 
were interested in the passage of a bill by which, if 
passed, they were to receive so large an amount of 
moeey, had no right to vote on the passage of the 
present bill. 


SPEECH OF MR. JOHNSON, 
OP VIRGINIA. 
In the Howse of iges, April 14, 1840—On 


the moton to recommit to the Committee on Ac- 

counts the reports in relation to contracts exi>t- 

ing between Langiree and O’Sollivan and the 

Clerk of the Hoase, for stationery, &c. 

Mr. J. JOHNSON of Virginia\ asked leave to 
sabenit a report from the Commit 
ia relation to the accounts of Langeree and O’Sul- 


ception of one, had concorred in t 
that a minority report would be 


House. 

Mr. Wiar objected. 

Mr. Jonsson moved a suspension 
aed the question was takea by count; apd t 
ing ayes 79, noes 40, and no quoram voy 

Mr. Bg. said be presumed the ob) 
chairman was to get the report printed, and that it 
would not give rise to debate. 

Mr. Jounson replied that the repert was a vo- 
laminoas one, and ihat debate would not take 

ace until its contents were known to the House. 

object was merely to let both reports be re- 

ceived, and have them printed. He presamed there 
could be no debate on a motion (9 print. 

Mr. Wise save notice that he would debate it 
the moment it t.uched the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. Prrrinin a'so gave notice that he would de- 
bate it. 

Mr. Jonxson again moved a suspension of the 
rales, and called for the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion; which were ordered, and were—ayes 128, 
nays 28. 

So the rales were suspended; and 

Mr. Jonwson sent the report to the Crain, and 
asked that it be printed. 

Mr. Jonssron of New York said the Honse 
would see, by the minority report, that the Com- 
mittee of Accounts was required by the resolution 


the Home by Langtree and O'Sullivan, and con- 
trast them with those of the stationery furnished to 
the Senate, and to send for persons and papers. 
Mr. J. said, by referring to the minority report, it 
woold be seen that the committee had refused to 
do so. 

Mr. Perrixin moved that the report be recom- 
mitted to the Committee ef Accounts, with ad- 


Hoase, 
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conceive that the duties of the commiitee had been 
properly discharged, as they had refused to receive 
evidence in subversion of the resolution. The de- 
sign ofthe mover of it had fallen to the ground. 
Mr. J. did not propose to go into a diseussion as to ` 
the merits of the two reports which had been sub- 
mitted. When it should become necessary, he 
would do so. He hoped if there was to be a re- 


|; ference of the subject, that the good sense of the 
ditional instractivaos to inquire and report to this | 


1. Whether the prices paid by the CLerK of this | 


House for stationery, is a reasonable price, when 
compared with what stationety can be purchased 
for from cther persons, of like quality. 

2. Whether the stationery is not of an inferior 
kind, when compared with the slationery pur- 
chased for this House at the last two sessions of 
Congress 

3. Whether any allowanee was asked by the 
Creag, either in writing or verbally, for the diffe- 
rence in exchange between Philadelphia and New 
York; and, if any, how much? 

4. Whether any payment has been made by the 
Cuerx to the contractor, in advance, on his con- 
tract, or the auditing of his account by the com- 
mittee? 

Mr. Eveasrr called for the read:ng of the re- 

orts. 

j Mr. Wise wanted to know how mach of the 
report was the work of the committee, and hew 
much was the work of the officer whose accounts 
were to be investigated, and hoped it would be 
read. 

The reports having been partially read through, 
and the morning hour, to which the suspension of 
the rules applied, having expired, 


Mr. Jones of Virgioia called for the orders of i 


the day. 
On the following morning, 


The Crair announced that the first business in 
order was the reports of the Committee on Ac- 
counts, in relation te the contracts existing between 
Langtree and O'Sullivan with the Clerk of the 


House would see the propriety of sending it to a 
select committee, and not to the committee who 
had had it usder consideration, there to remain 
seven weeks longer. : 


Mr. Josern Jonnson said he regretted that any 
thing sheuld have occurred to make it necessary 
tor him to impose himse'!f on the patience of the 
House, even fora single moment. But standing 
in the relation he did, he considered it as due to 
himself, and the majority of the committee, that he 
should make a very few remarks on the subject, 
Mr. J. then adverted to the circumstances under 
which the resolution of the 3d of March had been 
adopted, instracting the committee to make their 
report. It would be evident to all that the report 
was based on the instructions given by that reso- 
lation, and had been prepared after a patient and 
dihgent investigation by the majority of the com- 
mittee. He believed the report contained all the 
facts contemplated by the resolution, and he would 
ask those gentlemen who were in favor of a refe- 
rence, to furnish the committee with something on 
which they could base their action. If any indi- 
vidual or individuals were to have charges pre- 
ferred against them, Jet the committee have those. 
charges laid before them, and he would pledge his 
word that the majority of the committee would tiot 
shrink from a full and rigid investigation. And he 
would embrace the opportunity to say, that if gen- 
tlemen contemplated making any charges against 


` the Clerk of the House, in relation to the manner 


House, for furnishing stationery, &c , and the im- : 


mediate question betore the House was the motion 
to recommit the reports to the Committee on Ac- 


coun!s, with the above instructions, as moved by 


Mr. Perainin. 

After a few words from Messrs. Jonnstow of 
New York, and Gartanp of Virginia, 

Mr. Joanstron of New York obtained the floor, 


in which he had contracted fer stationery, etc. he 
Mr. J. was authorized by that officer to say that he 
was very anxious for an investigation into the man- 
ner in which he had performed his duties. 

If the gentlemen from New York and Pennsyl- 
vania should succeed in their effort to refer this sub- 
ject back again to the committee, without any new 
matter whereon to base their report, they might be 
assured that the committee would arrive at no 
other resnit. 

Bat with reference to the Clerk of the House, the 


: facts would appear that he had, in all his contracts, - 


and moved the following as a substitute for the - 


above jastractions, viz: 

Sufke ont all after the word “moved,” in the first 

ligé, and insert the following: 
That the resolution which passed this Huuse on 
the 4th day of March last, upon the subject of sta- 
tionery, and the reports thereon, and the other mat- 
ters therein contained, be committed to a select 
committee, with additional instructions to inquire 
and report to the House: 

1. Whether the prices paid by the Clerk of this 
House for stationery are reasonable, when com- 
pared with prices for which stationery of the same 
quality could have been nurchased of other persons 

than those of whom he purchased. 
. 2. Whether the stationery is not of an inferior 
quality, when compared with the stationery fur- 
nished this House at the last two sessions of Con- 
gress. 

3. In what mode or manner the Clerk has ad- 
vanced or paid money to said Langtree, in relation 
to said stationery, the amounts paid, and the diffe- 
rent times when paid; and that said committee 
have power to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. Jounston of New York said he was willing 
that both reports should be printed, and take their 
ordinary course in the House. Gentlemen would 
see the inconsistency, the impropriety, and the illi- 
berality, of recommitting the report to the same 
committee, who had had the matter ander conside- 
ration for seven weeks, aod had presented to the 
Hoose the only result at which they were able to 
arrive. The power to send for persons and pa- 
pers was given to the committee, so that all doubt 
might be dispelled in relation to the subject, and to 
prove the facts required by the resolution under 


of — March, to inquire into the qualification of, ı which the committee had acted, Mr, J. did not 


taken the utmost precaution to guard the interes 1s 
of Goverament. With a view of showing this, he 


i would send to the Clerk's table the two resolations 


of 1815 and 1897, under which the Clerk had aet- 
ed, and by which he bad been governed in making - 
the contracts. 

The resolutions were then read in the following 
words: ta, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represenia- 
tives of the United S.ates of America in Congress as- - 
sembled, That the Secretary of the Senate and the 
Clerk of the House of Represeatatives be directed 
immediately after the adjournment of the present, 
and each succeeding Congress, te advertise three 


. weeks successively, in two newspapers printed in 
| the District of Columbia, for proposals for sup- 


plying the Senate and House of Representatives, 
during the succeeding Congress, with the necessary _ 
stationery and printing; which advertisement shall _ 
describe the kind ofstationery and printing required; 
and that the proposals to be made be accompa- 
nied with sufficient security for their performance. 
And it shall be the duty of the Secretary and Clerk 
aforesaid, in the month of April, thereafter, te no.. 
tify the lowest bidder or bidders (whose securities 
are deemed sufficient) of the acéeptance of his or 
their proposals: Provided, That this' resolution, shàl! 
not be so construed, as to prevent the Secretary 2a 
Clerk aforesaid for contracting for separate para 
of the supplies of stationery and prinung req 
to be bode PET 

Approved, Mare! . ; ; 

ti the House of Reptesentatives, March Joana 

Resolved, That ihe Secretary of the Send! er 
the Clerk of the House of Represeniat vee rt 
rected to furnish, for the next session of Cong they 
such stationtty for their respective Houses, ab they 
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shall think suitable and proper, the jvint resolation 
of the 3rd of March, 1815, to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 


Mr. JOHNSON then resumed, and said it would | 


be apparent to all, that, under those resolutions, the 


Clerk was invested with full power to make all the ` 


contracts he had entered into. Under the former 
resolution, power was given to that officer to make 
contractis for any portion of stationery that he 
might deem necessary; and under the latter, he was 
directed to furnish such stationery as he might 
think proper for the House of Representatives. 
Now he, (Mr. J.] was no lawyer, nor would he 


undertake to enter into a legal debate before a hun- | 


dred and fifty lawyers; but he was guided by com- | 


mon sense, and he would appeal to every member 
of the House, whether the Clerk had not acted in 
accordance with the plain common sense meaning 
of the resolutions in question. In the resolution of 
1827, the Clerk was directed to ‘furnish’ station- 
ery,etc. Now, what was the meaning of the 
word “farnish?” Would gentlemen pretend to say 


that the word “furnish” implied that the Clerk . 


should, with his own hands, and withont the assist- 
ance of any other person, perform all the daties 
appertaining to his office? For instance; one of 
the duties was to compile a book. But would gen- 
tlemen require that the Clerk should actually go 
into the printing office, and perform the work of a 


practical printer? Again; he was required to fur- ; 
nish fuel for the House; but would gentlemen in- | 
sist that the Clerk should shoulder his axe, enter | 


the forest, and become a wood-chopper? 


He would advise the gentleman from New | 
York to be a little careful before he made accusa- | 
tions against the Clerk, and to pause while he was 


seeking ground of censure with an avidity equal 
to the bloodhounds of Florida. He wouid tell the 
gentleman, however, that even the backwuodsmen 
were not to be despised, for he had known instaces 
where backwoodsmen had become Senators, and 
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his (the Clerk’s) sound discretion in the discharge 
of this, a part of his clerical duty. 

Now, he would ask, was the Cle:k to be blamed 
for having taken the precaution of producing a 
written agreement? Was he to be blamed for dc- 
ing that which was done by every prudent man in 
the management of his private affairs? It ad- 
peared, however, that the act which was esteemed 


i a virtue in private life, was a startling offence 
, when practised by an officer of the Government. 


many a wood-chopper had been appointed to | 


places of trust and honor. 


ing aspirants for the first office ia the gift of the 
le. 
After some debate on a point of order, 


Mr. Jounson alluded to the practice of the for- 
mer Clerk in the purchase of stationery. He re- 
minded gentlemen that for some eight or tea years 
previous to the last Congress, the Clerk had been 
in the habit of purchasing directly the stationery for 
the House. And what was the resul? Why, 
said Mr. J. you fared infinitely worse. The Com- 


mittee on Accounts have discovered the startling | 


fact, that now, in one of the committee rooms, is 
unavailable and useless stationery piled up to the 
amount of some twenty-five or twenty-six thou- 
sand. dollars! This excess of stationery, under a 
resolution of the last Congress, had been sent to 
New York for the purpose of being sold; but when 
put up at auction, it was found that it would not 
fech one-fourth the price it had cost; and most of it 
remains on hand to this day. 


Now, with a knowledge of these facis, was it 
not the duty-of the Clerk to adopt some other mode 
of farnishing the stationery so as to avoid this loss? 
Yes, it would be remembered that at the last ses- 
sion of Congress the Cierk was admonished to 
adopt some other means. 
into a contract for the furnishing of stationery of 
the best quality, at a moderate price, with a pro- 
viso that all which should not come up to the strict 
terms of the contract, should be returned. But 
another objection was, that the Clerk had made a 
written contract. í 


To which allow ms to reply, that, by the resotu- 
tion of March 3d, 1827, (the authority which has 
been referred to, to impeach the validity of the 
contract in question,) the Clerk was empowered 
in general and unrestricted terms, to procure the 
stationery required for the consumption of this 
House, provided that he did so in a manner, 


and on terms deemed by him, in his honest judg- | 


ment, just, and withal favorable to the interest 
of the United States. 


There is nothing, at least that I can see, ia the 
resolution, that limits or restricts the exercise of 


He accordingly entered | 


He would also tell him | 
that he had known men inhabiting log cabins be- |; 


It iscertainly of but little consequence whe:her 
he proceed in person and in detail, or by proxy, to 
the original sources of production or importation 
for the various articles required, as it canno! be 
supposed that he must of course, as the Clerk 
of this House, be a nice and discriminating judge 
of the texture, quality, and fabric of such mer- 
chandise. This knowledge, I think, is alone con- 
fined to the manufacturer, and appropriate dealer. 
The importance of this matter is not in the man- 
ner, or from whom purchased, whether a gene- 
ral trader, stationer, manufacturer, or importer, 
whether by the Clerk in person or under his im- 
mediate direction, provided he is perfectly con- 
vinced of the ampleness of the contract in its stipu- 
lations aad security. 

If honorab!e gentlemen contend that the reso- 
lution of 1827 was limited in its strict letter to the 
ensuing Congress, leaving the original resolution 
of 1815 in full revived force at the expiration of 
that period, the reply is, that, from the natare of 
the case, there could be nothing peculiar in that 
single Congress, which should dictate a change of 
method in procuring supplies of stationery, for 
that particalar brief space alone. 

The change in'roduced by that resolation should 
be understood in a more general sense, as virtual- 
ly repealing the resolution of 1815, especially 
when it is borne in mind that the old method was 
never subsequently reverted to, and that the intent 


i of the resolution of 1827, here coatended for, has 


therefore received the uninterrupted practical con- 
struction of twelve consecutive years, under dif- 
ferent officers, whose course has been sanctioned 
by as many successive Committees on Accounts. 

- Mr. J. said he had had the honor of serving on 
the Committee on Accounts during the last two or 
three Congresses. He had associated there with 
gentlemen of all political parties. Hehad had the 
honor of associating there with his namesake from 
Maryland, and with the gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. Hawes] who, as political partisans, disputed 
every inch of ground. But never, till the com- 
mencement of this Congress, had that hydra headed 
monster, “‘party,” been permi:ted toer ter the commit- 
tee room of the Committee on Accoun's. Until this 
Congress he and his associates on that committee 
had looked above all party considerations, and, 
like good servants of the people, they had put 
shoulder to shoulder, and labored for the public 
interests, under no other feelings than those dic- 
tated by friendship. He would thathe could say 
the same now; buthe could not. He had been 
told that soon after the meeting of the House at 
the present session, certain gentlemen, not 
membeis of the committee, had attempted to raise 
a select committee to inquire into this very matter; 
and that, too, at a time when the standing commit- 
tees had had no opportunity of making a repor'. 
He asked whether such conduct was not an im- 
plied censure on the gentlemen composing the 
standing committees. He repeated, that soon after 
the commencement of the present session, certain 
gentlemen had resolutions in their drawers, the 
object of which was to take the matter oat of the 
hands of the standing committee, and refer it to 
a select committee. 

Now, he would ask, whence arose all this fe- 
verish anxiety? Was he to believe that it was for 
the purpose of manufacturing political capital for 
the benefit of the Hero of Tippecanoe? or was it 
because one of the parties to the coniract was the 
Editor of the Democratic Review, a talented young 
man, who, with firmness and distinguished ability, 
had advocated the just principles ou which our hber- 
ties ure founded? or was it because that genileman 
(Mc. GarLaND] there, sitting at the table, had, at 
the commencement of the session, displayed a Ro- 
man firmness, in refusing to qualify five gentle- 
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men from New Jersey, claimisg seats under the 
sanction of the broad seal of the Governor, and 
with certificates given in defiance of the expressed 
will of the people? “When to have done so, (using 
the language of his own countrymen, recently and 
kindly expressed,) would have been in derogation 
of the Constitution of the United States, destruc- 
tive of the rights of the people, and of the rights of 
suffrage, and an alarming attempt to wrest the 
right of election from the people, and vest in their 
unfaithful, fraudulent, and negligent agents.” 

The morning hour having expired, the remarks 
of Mr J. were again suspeuded until the follow- 
ing day, when 

The Cmair announced that the first business in 
order was the reports of the Committee of Ac- 
counts, in relation to the contracts existing between 
Langtree and O’Sullivan, with the Clerk of the 
House, for furnishing stationery, &c. and the im- 
mediate question before the House was the motion 
to recommit the reports to the Committee on Ac- 
counts, with the following instructions: 

1. Whether ihe prices paid by the Clerk of this 
House for stationery, is a reasonable price, when 
compared with what stationery can be purchased 
for from other persons, of like quality. 

2. Whether the stationery 1s not of an inferior 
kind, when compared with the stationery pur- 
chased for this House atthe last two sessions of 
Congress. 

3. Whether any allowance was asked by the 
Clerk, either in writing orjverbally, for theldifference 
in exchange between Philadelphia and New York; 
and, if any, how much? 

4. Whether any payment has been made by the 
Clerk to the contractor, in advance, on his 
contract, or theauditing of his account by the 
committee? 

Mr. Jounston of New York moved the follow- 
ing as a substitute for the above instructions, viz: 

‘That the resolution which passed this House on 
the fourth day of March last, upon the subject of 
stationery, and the reports thereon, and the other 
matters therein contained, be committed to a Se- 
lect Committee, with additional instructions to in- 
quire and report to the House: 

1. Whether the prices paid by the Clerk of this 
House for stationery are reasonable,whea compared 
with prices for which stationery of the same quality 
could have been purchased of other persons than 
those of whom he purchased. f 

2. Whether the stationery is not of an inferior 
quality, when compared with the stationery fur- 
nished this House at the last two sessions of Con- 
gress, 

3. In what mode or manner the Clerk has ad- 
vanced or paid money to said Langtree, in relation 
to said stationery, the amounts paid, and the dif- 
ferent times when paid; and that said cemmittee 
have power to send for persons and papers. 


Mr. Joseren Jonnson said that when, on yes- 
terday, his remarks were suspended by the expi- 
ration of the morning hour, it was his intention to 
have replied in detail to the speeches of the gentle- 
man from New York. Bat, on reflection, he was 
satisfied that no good could arise from a continu- 
ance of a discussion thus prematurely. With that 
understanding, therefore, he would merely observe 
that the motion to recommit the subject to the 
committee under general instructions, would be only 
asking the committee to report what they had al- 
ready done. 


As regarded the document accompany ing the re- 
port of the committee, marked with the letter J. 
and which had given the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Jouxston] and Pennsylvania [Mr. Ps- 
TRIKIN] sO much pain and labor, he had one werd 
to say. He understood that upwards of eight pages 
of the report made by the gentleman from New 
York, were taken up in attempting to prove that 
this document had been smuggled into the commit- 
tee rovom. Now he would call the attention of the 
House to the resolution read on yesterday, by which 
it would be seen that, with the exception of the so- 
litary vote of the gentleman from New York, the 
document was received by the unanimous vote of 
the committee. 


Mr. CHares Jonnston, the member alluded 
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to, rose for the purpose eoe ieee a Ee: aus ae a Gea Ws aa making some expla- 
nation. 

Mr. Joseren Jonnson hoped the gentleman 
from New York would permit him to proceed 
without interruption, as he had but a few words to 
say, aad would conclude in a very few minutes. 
He would say, then, that ihe document, instead of 
being smuggled into the committee room, had been 
introduced at the instance ofa majority of the com- 
mittee—the gentleman from New -York being the 
only member who voted against it, and who had 
generally stood alone on all questions in relation 
to this matter. 

The resolution of the committee calling on the 
CLeex for a report in the following words: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives furnish to the Committee of Accounts a 
statement of the contracts other than those dated 
25th March and 23d December, 1839, which he 
bas made with S. D. Langtree for hithographing 
maps, and what iithography, authorized by the last 
Congress, has beenexecuted by S. D. Langtree un- 
der any contract, and at what prices; and that he 
furnish the committee a tabular statement, in de- 
tail, showing the manner in which stationery has 
been furnished the House of Representatives for 
the last three preceding Congresses, with the prices 
paid for the same; stating the sources from which 
he derives his knowledge of the different matters 
contained in said statement: Provided, That the 
commiltee i. not bound to receive the statements 
as conclusive evidence of the facts set forth therein. 

The document called for by this resolution was 
farnished by a sworn officer of the House, and if 
there was a single error in any of the statements 
made therein, he asked the gentleman from New 
York to lay his fioger upon it, and point. it out. 
That docament was compiled from papers on file 
in the Treasury Department, and the country 
would thank the Creax for furnishing the valu- 
able information it contained. For his part he 
would say that, so far as his knowledge extended, 
he would certify that the Crerg had been govern- 
ed, in all his transactions, by honorable motives. 
He would also undertake to say that the stationery 
furnished by the present officer had been furnished 
on terras at least equal to those on which station- 
ery had been supplied before. 

If the House should deem it proper to recommit 
the subject, and order an investigation into the con- 
duct of the Clerk, the latter, he was. authorized t? 
say, Would be very glad to have an opportunity of 
meeting thoze charges. 

Yes, said Mr. J. the House may, if it chooses, 
appoint another select committee of investigation, 
with power to send for persons and papers. Tue 
members of the committee might, if they pleased, 
follow the example of the Swartwout Committee, 
and proceed. to New York, at an expense of nine- 
teen dollars and thirty-three cents per day fcr each 
individual, as will be seen by the accouat of that 
committee herewith presented: 

House of Representatives, 
To Select Committee on Defalcations: 

Cash paid Astor House for sixteen and a half 
days’ board of six members, viz. Messrs. Harlan, 
Wise, Smith, Curtis, Hopkins, Dawson, and Mr. 
Fendall, their clerk, Canes and liquors not in- 


Dr. 


cluded)” so - $400 10 
Extra charge for fuel, rooms, lights, ete. 110 00 
Paid messenger - - 6 44 

Messrs. Owens, Foster, and Wagener s 
b'l! at American Hotel - - 210 00 
Mileage, 500 miles, tor nine members} 1,800 00 
Same for clerx - - - 200 00 
$2,736 54 


Bat this was not the only expense: the printing 
alone growing out of this investigation amounted 
to some eighteen thousand dollars, so far as he 
had ascertained. 

They might, if they thought proper, lay another 
tax upon Government of $50, 000 which had been 
paid for another committee of investigation, (that 
of 1837, of which Messrs Wise and Peyton were. 
members. ) 

Bat, (said Mr. J.) let as not be decoyed further 
nto error by the illegal, unauthorized, and danger- 


ous example set us by our economical Whig friends 
in relation to what is erroneously called “Investi- 
galing Committees,” obviously got up to infiuence 
elections, and to subserve party purposes in Presi- 
dent making, at the expense of the hard earnings 
of the people. Sir, if precedent is to govern in fu- 

ture; if the example set by the committee to which 
I have referred, is to influence the future action of 
Congress, then have we established the principle 
that the per diem compensation to investigating 
committees, who may chance to travel out of the 
District of Columbia, shall be at the rate of nine- 


teen dollars and thirty-three ctents—liquors not in- | 


cluded. 

Where, I ask, was the never-tiring, the sleepless 
vigilance, then, of those sentinels on+the watch 
lower, how S0 clamorous i in favor of economy and 
reform? Sir, they were voting into their own pock- 
ets nineteen dollars and thirty-:hree cents per day, 
while many of their honest and more patriotic con- 
stituents were toiling from the early breaking forih 
of the dawn till long after the sun had hid his face 
in the far West, fer the mere pittance of fifty- 
cents. 

Mr. Speaker, the object, then, was to create dis- 
trust in the public mind, and to destroy the confi- 
dence of the people. It failed to produce the de- 
sired effect: the arrow missed its mark. The whole 
contrivance ended in smoke, as will also the inves- 
tigation now proposed. The Swart out investiga- 
tion cost the Government eighteen thousand nine 
hundred ninety-seven dollars and eighty cents, and 
gentlemen may, if they chose, impose a similar tax 
on the people for this occasion, but rest assured a 
day of reckoning will come. 


Mr. J. concluded by opposing a recommitment | 


of the report, unless additional and specific charges | 


were made. 


REMARKS OF MR. CONNOR, 
OR NORTH CARPLINA. 

In the House of Representativgs, April 21, 1810—In 
Committee of the Wholefon Mr. Sranzy’s mo- 
tion to strike fram the gppropriation bill a part 
of the sum proposed for the branch mint at 
Charlotte, North Caro ae 
Mr. CONNOR sajd: 

that the branch mint af orth Carolina should be 

atlacked, before it is ewen properly tested as anex- 
periment. Its location is in the gold region of 

North Carolina, where, not only the people there, 

and immediately around it, are benefited, and feel 


a deep interest in it, but the people of South Caro- | 


lina at large, and perhaps those of Virginia also. 
A gen'leman from Fennsylvania [Mr. OaLz] 
aitacked it the last session, and distinguished 
himself perhaps more for the violence of the attack 


than any thing else; and then, if I mistake not, the. 


gentleman from North Carojina [Mr. Stanty] had 
voied for, and sustained the mint. Then, Mr. 
Chairman, an atiack from the Pennsylvania gen- 
teman would not have been surprisiag; it was 
to be expected. The principal mint is located in 
Pailadelphia, his own Siate. His principles in 
favor of a monopoly, independent of his local or 
State feeling upon the subject, might be a good rea- 
son why he should desire to abolish other similar 
institutions, ia order that the Mint at Philadelphia 
might monopolize the whole coinage of the coun- 
ty; and that we, the people of Norih Caro- 
lina, South Carolina, and Georgia, should be 
competled to send the gold gathered from 
and in our own country, to Philadelphia, to 


Chairman, I regret || 


be coined. But, sir, the attack this year does not | 


come from him; but from another quarter, least 
expecied. 
comes this year from one of North Carolina’s own 


lishing this institution of his own State, and 
to deprive the people of North Carolina, as 
well as those of South Carolina and Virginia, 
who are interested in the gold finding, of a home 
maiket for the product of their labor, and 
thereby compel them to carry their gold to 
the monopoly in Philadelphia, there to have 
it coined, or to be shaved, by selling it in the 
rough or “crude state, Sir, I regret this; and why 
should it beso? The people of my district, where 
this branch of the mint is located, as well as the 


'! gone 
sons, [Mr. Stany ] who seems desirous of abo- | 
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people of the whole State have contributed, largely, 
and freely their money to the Treasury of the na- 
tion, for the support of their Government and 
their country. With the exception of the 
amount used in the eastern portion of the State or 
the seacoast—and that amount small—this is all 
the money that the nation has expended in North 
Carolina. This is, in fact, the first money ex- 
pended in that part of the State, where the mint is 
located, though it comprises nearly twe-thirds of 
the population of the State. And this sum is small 
indeed when compared with the disbursements 
made in other States; yet the gentleman from North 
Carolina would deprive his own State of the bene- 
fits arising from it. Sir, it is true, the expendi- 
tures in constructing, and purchasing the necessary 
machinery, &c. is large. It was also to be expected 
that the products of this mint would be small— 
$262,000 having been coined in the two years 
teat i: has been in operation. When we look to 
the mother Mint at Philadelphia, we find that, in 
the first three years of its existence, there was 
coined only about $500,000—that Mint coining for 
the whole country, too. The disproportion of the 
product, compared with the expenditures there, 
I imagine would be as great as that at Charlotte; 


|! and would the gentleman, had he been in Congress 


at that day, have thought of abolishing it? I think 
not. The branch mints are young—in fact, in 
their infancy. They are, as yet, an experiment. 
Congress deemed it proper to make that experi- 
ment in 1834, when they ordered their construc- 
tion. They .then met their general approbation— 
the benefit of the people and the good of the coun- 
try were the objects. Gentlemen may have 
been disappointed in their calculations as to the 
amount that should have been coined. Circum- 


, stances unforeseen and uncontrollable may have 


prevented such an amount as some might have ex- 
pected. The high price of cotton contributed to 


' prevent a full development of the operations of the 


; Southern branch mints. 


It operated, during the 


| short existence of these mints, as it had heretofore 


done, to withdraw the labor from the mines. 


| When the price of that staple is low, the quantity 


Yes, sir, strange as it may appear, it || 


| Or tinctured with Abolitionism. 
| man, suppose the gentlemen were to succeed in 
; abo.isning tne mint at Charlotte, and of course 


of gold increases, because the gold finding and 
mining being the most profitable employments, la- 
bor is ‘brought back to these objects. ‘This proba- 
bly always will be the case. The people in 
my district, and the surrounding country, expe- 
rience benefits from that branch mint, that. they 
are unwilling to give up; and I feel confident 
that this House will not deprive them of thia inte- 
rest, by p:ematurely abolishing the mint. They are 
all interested in it—many, very many, of them, are 
the owners of the Jand on which the gold is found, 
and are employed in-digging and hunting for it. 
When gathered they take it to the mint, and there 
dispose of it for its value; and, as log cabins are the 
go with the Opposition here, T will tell those gentle- 
men that very many of my good constituents in the 
gold region live in log cabins; but they are sound 
Democrats, and not in the slightest degree tainted 
Now, Mr. Chair- 


the branches in Georgia and New Orleans—(bat of 
those I shall say nothing, because the Representa- 
tives from those States are fally competent to de- 
fend them—perhaps more so than I am to defend 
our North Carolina establishment—) what would 
be the consequence? Why, sir, almost a tetal loss of 


| the amount of money expended in their con- 


struction and for the machinery, to say nothing 
of the amount paid the officers, laborers, 
&c.—and that, in two years after they have 
into operation. Sir, I cannot for & 
moment suppose that Congress would thus 


- disregard the rights and interest ef those portions 


` of the country. This would not be all, sir. 
-. abolishing those branch mints, you 
| once establish a monopcly at 


By 
would at 
Philadelphia. eben 
require all the gold that may be obtained to 
a there; and might not the Covet as Biter 
say to the people of the South, that they 

carry their cotton to Philadelphia as to ra Moi 
gold? Both are products of our country an pa 
sult of our labor. Those establishments were in- 
tended for the convenience and benefit of the people, 
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Very many have realized benefits, and very many 
more will derive benefits, from them. 

The gentleman from North Carolina has made 
many charges against the superintendent of the 
mint at Charlotte, Colonel Wheeler—that he is a 


stockholder and director in a bank; that he ea- | 


gaged in electioneering, attending public meetings, 
and nominating candidates for Governors. Sir, I 
am acquainted with Mr. Wheeler; but his private 
and pecuniary affairs I know nothing of myself. 
He may be a stockholder and a bank director. I do 
not kaow how or in what way the gentleman de- 
rives his information; but I should think the gentle- 
man is misinformed. I never heard of it before; nor 
have I ever heard that Mr. Wheeler was conspicu- 
ous at public meetings. There would seem not to bea 
necessity for it in Mecklenburg, where he resides. 
The Republicans are largely in the majority there. 
I heard, though I do not remember to have seen it 
in print, that Mr. Wheeler did attend a meeting in 
Charlotie, the village in which he resides; and if 


that was the ene to which the gentleman alludes, | 


where he was and nominating a candidate for Go- 
vernor, I doubt not but that he is correct, though I 
do not know the fact myself. Yet 1 feel very con- 
fident, knowing Mr. Wheeler’s political principles, 
that he would have sapported General Saunders, 
the Republican candidate for Governor. In this 
Mr. Wheeler has only exercised the rights and 
privileges that as yet belongs to every freeman, 
and I congratulate my constituents, and thank my 
God that the sedition law that is to put a gag on 
freemen, has not passed Congress. Sir, I shall say 
no more, and will take my seat with confidence 
that the proposed amendment will be rejected. 


On Mr. Cosr Jounson’s motion to strike out the 
appropriation for the branch mints in Georgia 
and New Orleans. 

Wennxspay, April 22. 

Mr. CONNOR would trouble the committee with 
but few remarks. He had hoped, after the remarks 
made yesterday, it would not have been aecessary 
for him to say any thing now in relation to the 
branch mint at Charlotte; but the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. Sranty] had brought forward 
a variety of charges against the Superintendent. The 
charges were unknown to him until this moment; 
and although he could say but little about them, he 
would unite with the geutleman in expressing h's 
unqualified disapprobation of the application of 
any portion of the money to the purpose of flowers 
and shrubs, and other things merely ornamental. 
He was glad, however, to find the amount so small; 
he had feared, when the gentleman commenced his 
remarks, and the reading of the list, that it was 
much greater; and although the amount was 
‘small, if it should appear that this superintendent 
abused his power, or used the money exiravagant- 
ly, or that any of those with whom he acted, had 
committed abuses, he would be ready and 
willing to express his disapprobation of it. 
There were, however, other considerations in 
relation to the matter. Blame must rest somewhere; 
and he thought the gentleman from North Carolina 
could not say that he was altogether free from it, 
more than himself, and Congress, by whom the ap- 
propriation was made. 

Mr. C. then asked Mr. Sranty if he had not 
himself voted for this very appropriation? 

[Mr. 8. said that he would answer the gentleman 
when he came to reply to him.] 


Mr. C. said that the gentleman had acknowledged 


yesterday that he had voted for the mints 
last year. This appropriation was made the 
year before. He had not examined the 


journal; but, as usual on appropiiation bilis, 
the voie was a silent one; and that gentleman, as 
well as himself, must be considered as voting for 
it, inasmuch as either of us did not oppose 
it; and, therefore, the one was as deep in 
the mud as the other was in the mire. Mr. 
C. regretted that it was now too late to 
correct it; the expenditure had been made, 
and the account adjusted; were it otherwise, and to 
be now settled, for one, he would decide againstit. 
Bot, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman appears to be 


more out of temper with the officer (Col. Wheeler) | 


and his politics, than with the mint and the extrava- 


. vant. 


APPENDIX TO FHE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Granting a township of land to the Territory of Florida—Mr. Fulton. 


880ce. So far as he knew, the superintendent of 

© mint was a very clever man, and he 
was aware that his political principles were 
directly the opposite of the principles of the 
8€niieman from North Carolina. Mr. Wheeler 
Was a Republican and supporter of the 
Administration, and if he attended the meeting 
which nominated General Saunders, he felt confi- 
dent that he supported him as the candidate of the 
Republican party for Governor. The gentleman 
seems to think itcensurable in Mr. Wheeler for 
having charged for the services of his own ser- 
Sir, said Mr. C. Congress had appropriated 


” a certain amount of ‘money for the employment of 


laborers in and about the mint; that being the case, 
there could certainly be nocrime, and he thought 
no impropriety, in Mr. Wheeler receiving pay for 
the hire of one of his own servants, provided he 
charged no more for his than the Gevernment 
wou'd have had to pay for some other; and it 
seems he did not. Ten dollars per month has 
been about the usual price in that part of the 
country for a good servant. Some may bring 


more. So far as the Government was cen- 
cerned, it could certainly make no differ- 
ence. The gentleman also alleges that the super- 


intendent is a stockholder and director ina bank. 
Mr. C. could only repeat what he had said yester- 
day in relation to that charge, that he knows no- 
thing of it himself, and had never heard of it until 
yesterday; but he would say that he was surprised 
to hear that objection made to Col. Wheeler by 
the gentleman from North Carolina, he being 


a Bank man himself: it ought to have 
been, with him, he supposed, a recommen- 
dation. But supposing that to be case, 


and he would not say it was not so, was it a 
crime for a Democrat to have and to hold bank 
stock? Does the gentleman not know some De- 
mocrats in North Carolina that own bank stock? 
Although the Democrats generally had but little 
surplns, yet sometimes one might be found who 


' had so managed to save a little, and inves‘ed it in 


bank. Insome instances they were profited by it, 
but in most they got their fingers burnt. But, said 
Mr. C. strong as my aversion is to banks, and they 
are strong, I confess, I would not consider the fact 
of a man holding a little stcck in a bank aught to 
disqualify him for office. He was glad to say his 
constituents were free from banking influence, or 
any other gig. They were yet free, and, as free- 


' men, would exerc se all the privileges belonging to 


them; and, so far as it was in his power, he would 


; protect and support them in their rights. 


The gentleman from Peonsylvania (Mr. Ocir] 
had introduced the coinage of Mr. Bechler; that is 
a case in point; and will show cleariy the proprie- 
ty of continuing the branch mint in North Caroli- 
na. He is located, I believe, ia the county of 
Rutherford, and said to have coined about two 
millions, This amount was gathered principally 
in Rutherford and Burke counties; some may have 
gore to him from Mecklenburg—I do not know so. 
There was another in Georzia, a Mr. Reed, who 
coined, how much I know not. The amount 
coined at those two places, entered into the circu- 
lation, and the country had the benefit of it. 
Bechier’s coin, I understand, is pure, without al- 
loy, and that is the difference between it and the 
coin of the Government’ This establishment was 
found convenient, serviceable, and indeed very 


i valuable to the people, saving to them much. 


The gentlemen from Pennsylvania and Maryland 
{Mr. Ocie and Mr. Jounson] would abolish those 
branch mints on account of the large sums neces- 
sary to erect and keep them in operation, and the 
small profits derived as yet from them. They 
have been, sir, but two years in operation, and 
have coined over $746,000. How was it with the 
mint at Philadelphia? The first three years of its 
existence, the whole amount coined was only 
$453,541 80. Did any one, or could any one, 
have thought of abolishing that institution at that 
lime? Sir, as a gentleman before me has remarked, 
who ever heard of the coining of money being a 
profitable and money making business? It is, and 
must always be, expensive to nations having and 
employing them. To what will the argament and 
reasoning of gentlemen lead, on the same prin- 
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cpe as a basis? It would not be diffi- 
cult to show that nine-tenths of the public 
works and buildings should be abolished in 
the United States; for many of your public buildings 
and works have cost from half a million to a mil- 
lion of dollars, There are none here, however 
economical, that would abandon and abolish those, 
because less valuable and inferior ones might be 
put up; and, too, sir, on the same principle, the 
gold found in our own country, and the bullion 
bought, might be sent to London, and coined at the 
British mint, and returned, at a cheaper rate than 
our expenditure in doing it. Eut would any man 
for a moment consent to such a course. for any 
reason whatever? Suppose gentlemen were to suc- 
ceed in destroying the branch mints? What would 
be the effect on North Carolina and the regions 
around, where gold was found? How was it be- 
fore the establishment of these? And where did 
the gold—amounting annually for some years to 
between one and two millions—go? It left North 
Carolina, except what went to Beckler’s, but never 
returned. One portion of it was bought up on the 
spot by foreigners, and went direct to Europe. 
Another portion of it—gathered mostly by the poor 
man, who had to submit to the operation of being 
Shaved by the merchant and speculator. These 
carried it to Philadelphia, where it was coined, not 
for the purposes of circulation, but in those times 
it was turned over to that monster, the Bank of the 
United States, who sent it to Europe, where they 
received a premium of some six or seven per cent. 
that went, not into the pockets of the people or the 
Government, but into the pockets of the Bank. In 
those days, our mint coined substantially for the 
British. Neither the gold or the per cent. ever got 
back to the poor gold-digger and finder. 

Now, sir, our mints coin for the benefit of our 
own people. In my part of the country, until 
within the last few years, gold coin was rarely to 
be seen; and many there, who had lived to a good 
age who had never seen on eagle or half eagle, the 


coin of their own country. Since 1834, the case v . 


was different: it was frequently to be met with, 
and all had a chance of getting hold of a piece. 
Mr. C. remembered years ago that, as a matter of 
favor, at the close of each session, the Bank of the 
United States allowed each member to have about 
forty dollars worth of gold. It was received most 


thankfully, and was to most of us an interesting cr 


sight. He had, at this day, one or two of those 
precious coins tbat he kept as a matter of curie ~. 
osity. 

Ia conclusion, he would ask why should those 


branch mints be atiacked. He would not doubt oS 


but that the gentlemen had been influenced by pro- 
per and correct motives. They, in his opinion, 
had failed in assigning reasons ras 
for abolishing them. Itmust be apparent to all, ..,- 


if they could succeed in abolishing those institu- 7 
tions, that the large amount expended in theircon- .,..° 


struction, machinery, &e. would measurably be 
lost to the Government. Such buildings and fix- 
tures ina country town, in the interior of the »,, 


country, would not bring perhaps the one-twentieth `: 
part of the amount expended in putting them there. .' : 


He was as much disposed to economize and check — 
extravagance, he hoped, as any gentleman. Give 
those mints a fair trial: they have been only two 
years in operation. It was not reasonable in that 
time tosuppose they would doa great deal. If, 
afier a fair trial of the expariment is had, it 
should turn out that they do not answer the pur- 
pose, and thatthe expenditure will not justify their 
continuance, let them be then discontinued. He 
could not, in justice to his constituents, give his 
vote to abolish them now, and felt confident that 
the House would reject the proposition. 


THE DADE INSTITUTE. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, April 29, 1840. 

The bill grantiag one township of land to the 
Territory of Florida, for the establishment of the 
Dade Institute, being taken up, 

Mr. FULTON rose to explain the object of the 
bill, which was, ts erect a monument to the brave 
dead, who had fallen in the wilds of Florida, fight- 


satisfactory ©. 
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of their country. In erecting this 
the memory of the illustrious de- 
ingd the advantage of a literary in- 
stitation, in Yhi¢h the rising generation, while it 
-was taught whby would render the youth of the 
country valuab members of society, would be in- 
spired with a love of glory, and emulation of those 
who had offered up their lives as a sacrifice on the 
very spot where it was con'emplated to found this 
institution. He thought the interest that must be 
felt throughout the whole Union for the fate of 
‘these gallant and chivalrous men who had met 


ing the batt! 


measure to the favorable consideration of the Ame- 
Tican people. 
nificent undertaking, or one more worthy of the 
‘American character, than to erect over the ashes of 
fallen herces a national monument, at once to per- 
petuate the glory of the fallen sons of the Repub- 
lic, and to instruct the rising ones in their duty to 
their country? He hoped the bill before them 
might not meet with any serious objection. The 
-desire of the American people to mark this spot, to 
hold it up, like Thermopy'e of old, asa memento 
of the noble sacrifice of life to patriotic considera- 
tions, he thought, should induce every Senator pre- 
sent to lend it his aid. 


It is not perceived that any constitutional objec- 
tion can be made to making the grant io question, 
as it is proposed to be made of the lands in the 
Territory of Fiorida, which is now under the juris- 
diction of the United Sates, and where the lands 
were purchased by the Government, and where 


the ownership is not, in any way, restricted. We `’ 


have clearly the right to dispose of these lands for 
‘national objects. The establishment of the con- 
templa‘ed institution would enhance the value of 
the publie domain in Florida, afford the means of 
instruction to the rising generation, and of inspiring 
them with a proper veneration and a noble emnla- 
tion of those heroes who have offered up their lives 
for their country, and become a lasting memorial of 
those patriotic deeds which are so peculiarly en- 
titled. to the nation’s gratitude. 


ships of land granted to her for a seminary of learn- 
ing, and that oaly two townships have been grant- 
ed to the other new States for the same purpose, 


with the exception of the Sate of Ohio, to which | 


State three township: have been granted by Con- 
gress—an additional township having been granted 
to her for the erection of a college, which, it is 
thought, cannot have any thing like the claims 
upon the vation which the institution, now contem- 
plated to be established, must be admitted to pos- 
sess. It is, therefore, hoped that the granting of 
another township. to Florida for the purpose of es- 
tablishing the Dade Institute, will not be obj:cted 
to. Itis known to every Senator that Florida has 
so small a portion of fertile lands, that it is impos- 
sible to select even a few sections of good land in 
that Territory; and that the two townships already 
selected cannot be of any great value, and that it 


would, therefore, in her case, require more than | 


three townships to place her on a footing, in this 
respect, with the other new States. 


When we recollect the number of gallant ofii- | 


cers and soldiers who have offered up their lives in 
Florida, and now lie buried in her wilds, without 
any thing to mark the spot where they fell, every 
American heart must respond to the wish to erect 
to their memory a national monument, by which 


their names may te handed down to posterity. | 
This monument isto be erected near where the | 


noble Dade and his associates so heroically fell, 


of the Senate. 


; It is not considered necessary to say more at this 
time, but if objections are made, an attempt will be 
made to answer them. 


Mr. SOUTHARD professed to have as much re- 
spectfor the memory of the patriotic individual 
alluded to as any one, and the name was as mach 
‘cherished by his family; but he must confess that 


Where could there be a more mag- | 


the project before them did not strike him in the 
most favorable light. To his mind, there was 
something out of the ordinary mode of proceeding 
in calling fora township of land to build a monu- 
mental college for the purpose of perpetuating a 
military achievement. What the fighting of mili- 
tary men had to do with the erection of seminaries 
of learning, he was entirely at a loss to conceive; 
and gallant and noble as was the conduct of Dade 


and his confederates, still it did not appear to him | 
to warrant the selection of that isolated case, when | 
|| there were so many thousands of the Revolution | 
death far from their homes, must commend this i 


and of the late war whose deeds were equally 
chivalrous and glorious, without a grave-stone to 
tell the spot where their relics repose. What 
connection, what appropriateness was there in 
erecting a monumental college as a tribute to 
military prowess? Again: apart from all those 
considerations, where was this seminary to be 
erected? Did not the massacre take place far 
from the abodes of civilization, and would they 
place it there? Where were the children to be 
educated at this college? Was it right or proper to 
build a college not so much with regard to fit its 
inmates for the duties of civil life as to serve asa 
monument of military glory? He would go so 
as far as any man to disseminate the blessings of 
education among the people of our common coun- 
try, and had done as much, devoted as many 
hours, and labored as hard, for the benefit of Flo- 
rida, as any other perscn, and would be glad todo 
more where he could give vote cons'stent'y; bat he 
could not lend his sanction to reach an object which, 
when attained, would not be likely to be attended 
with any beneficial results. 


Mr. FULTON would, only observe, in reply to 
the remarks of the Senator from New Jersey, that 
although the population of the Territory might not 
at the present time afford sholars, ye: the day was 
not distant when Fiorida must become both popu- 
lous and prosperous. It must be recollected that 
it would take some years to build this monument, 
even after the Indians were removed, and by that 


| time the country would, in all probability, be closely 
© settled. The Legislature of Floriba had asked 
-It is true that Florida has already had two town- |; 


this measure at the hands of Congress; the 
sympathy of cfficers of the army was actively 
excited in its behalf, and indeed he did think there 
was a general feeling throughout the country 
in its favcr. With regard to the association 
of literature with monumen's of. military glory, 
he could see no great objection. Monuments of 
all kinds served to perpetuate the glory of indivi- 
duals. Leok to the grave-yard cf Congress—were 
there no monuments there? Look to the monu- 
ment at the base of the Capitol, where the deeds 
of the illustrious dead were recorded in imperisha- 
ble marb'e—and did not these things seem to inspire 
the living with a generous emalation of fame? He 
thought the object laudable and praiseworthy, and 
that it ought to receive the sanction of the Sen- 
ate. 


Mr. BUCHANAN held the memcry of Major 
Dade in high estimation, and would be willing to 


! accord every just tribute of respect; but he could 
| not consent tv vote for the bill before them without 


some further information. "While he was ready to 
admit that the public lands could not be more use- 
fully applied than to seminaries of learning, yet he 
must know, when given, that they are to be suc- 
cessfully app'ied. What security had been afford- 


| edin this case, that, if the land were granted, the 


college would be erected by the Territory? Again: 
the bill provided that the college should be built on 
ihe spot where Major Dade and his comrades had 


| fallen. Was that a proper site? was it in the cen- 
and where his whole command offered up their ; 
lives for their country; and it is, therefore, hoped | 
that the bill on the table will receive the sanction | 


tre of population? Had all these necessary investi- 
gations been made? and if not, would it be proper 
to pass the bill before these matters were fully con- 
sidered? He would, therefore, suggest to his friend 
from Arkansas, to let the bill lie over; his remarks 
had called public attention to the subject, and ata 
future time itcould be introduced with a better 
chance of success. He would, therefore, move to 
lay the bill on the table, expressing his willingness 
to withdraw that motion, if any Senator desired to 


debate it. 


The bill was laid on the table. 


SPEECH OF MR: PARRIS, 
\ OF MAINE. Jo O 
In the House of Representatives, Fe 11, 1840— 
On the Cumbefland Boag “and. constitutional 
power to make internal improvements. 
_ Mr. PARRIS said: Mr. Speaker: If I were -to 
judge from the reYiarks of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Mason,] who has just resumed his seat, 
l should infer that all his batteries -were direeted 
towards the members from the South, for. imter- 
posing their objections to the constitationality of 
appropriations tor the Cumberland road. ‘Now I, 
said Mr. P. as a Representative from the North, 
would interpose my objections on eonstitutional 
grounds, as well as against the injustice and inex- 
pediency of this measure. The gentleman from 
Ohio, in a long and able speech, at last succeeded in 
proving, what all are willing to admit, and what no 
one has ever denied, tbat: the States of Ohio, IHi- 
nois, Indiana, and Missouri, were entitled, udder 
the compact made with them by the General Go- 
vernment at the time they were admitted into the 
Union, to five per cent. or one-/wentieth part.of the 
nett proceeds of the sales of the public lands within 
their limits, to be applied to the making of roads 
leading to and through them. No one, I appre- 
hend, will atrempt to deny that- such obligations 
were imposed apon this Government, to be observed 
in gcod faith, when they become sovereign States 
of this Union. y D a aen 
But another important question. is here naturally 
presented: Has the General Government performed its 
part of the compact? : This is the great question to be 
answered; and upon the issue rests the fate of this 
bil. Should I succeed in demonstrating to: the 
House by documentary evidence that millions apon 
millions from the Treasury have been expended for 
this measure, after every obligation en the part of 
the Government had been fatfilled, I shall have a 
right to expect the co-operation of every advocate 
for economy and reform, here or elsewhere, in ar- 
resting the progress of a system of internal improve- 
ments, which I believe to be unconstitutional, inex- 
pedient, and unjust. ae 2 
I hoid in my hand an act of Congress, passed 
April 30, 1802, for the admission of Ohio into the 
Union, which I ask permission to read to this 
House. The 7th section of the act provides: That 
one-twentieth part (or five. per cent.) of the ‘eit 
proceeds of the. lands lying within the said. State, 
sold by Congress from and after the 30:h day. of 
June next, afier deducting: all expenses incideutto 
the same, shall be applied -to the hayingwut-and 
making public reads leading from the navigakie 
waters emptying jnto the Atlantic, to` the Ghyepto 
the said Sate, and through the.same. .I find, also, 
by a subsequent law, passed on the .3& day .of 
March, 1803, that Congress appropriated:three per 
cent. of the said five: per cent. to laying out and 
making roads within the State‘of Ohio, leaving two 
per cent. of the appropriation, contained -inthe 
first mentioned act, for.the laying: out and making 
roads to that State. |: The States of Indiana and Ii- 
linois were also admitied into ‘the Union. upon the 
same conditions as Ohio. = eb 
The gentleman from Illinois (Gov. ReyNorss) 
says he asks an appropriation ‘for the continuation 
of this road through the ‘Western States in fal- 
Alment of a contract. Can: that gentleman; or 
any other member of this House, point me to any 
other contract ‘tram the.oned ‘have just read, em- 
braced in the act of adméexion? . No, sir, no other 
contract favoring this claim, to which this Govern- 
ment is a party, has. any existence. -I am now 
prepared to spread: before this Hiouse and the oun- 
try, evidence which cannot be battered down, to 
prove that the General Government has more than 
complied with the: terms of the compact.’ I refer 
gentlemen to document No. 350, from the Seere 
ry of the Treasury, laid before the House: during 


the last Congress, which gives, as the result, the 
- whole amount of the p 


roceeds of the sales of the 


ublic lands, and the amount appropriated for the 
F eatatiion of the Cumberland road. . In that do- 


-eument I find the aggregate amount appropri- 


ated for the making apd repairing of the Camber- 


‘Jani road, leading from the navigable waters emp- 


h the States of 


ss Atlantic, to aud throug 
tying into the Atlantio, 96,918,739 


-Ohio, Indians, and IHinois, to be 


424 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Feb. 1840 


26TH Coxe.---1stT Sess. 


Cumberland Road—Mr. Parris. 


H. of Reps. 


Add to. this the three per cent. fund, 
which those States have received 
from the Gevernment, and expend- 
ed en other roads within their limits 


Amounting in the aggregate to - 

The five per cent. fund on the nett pro- 
ceeds of the public land sold in 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, up to 
the Ist of January, 1838, which they 
are entitled to by the compact, amounts 
to only - - - - 2,119,578 


Difference between the two aggregates $5,471,907 


Here, then, we have presented a fact as incon- 
trovertible as it will be astounding to the couniry, 
that the Treasury has been robbed of more FIVE 
MILLIONS FOUR HUNDRED AND SEVENTY THOUSAND 


DOLLARS of the people’s money, and sqnandered in ! 
the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, to make | 


them roads, at an average expense of fifteen or 
twenty thousand dollars per mile. If the authori- 
ty I have here introduced be correct, and I chal- 
lenge contradiction, then it is sufficiently shown 
that these compacts have been more than fulfilled 
by the Federal Government, and that these States, 
now asking an annuity of about HALF A MILLION Of 


dollars, to be expended on this road, are indebted to - 


the Government upon every principle of equity, 
FIVE AND A HALF MiLLIONS GF DOLLARS. 

But amid this profase expenditure of the public 
money, the country naturally inquires where and 
when it is to terminate? A document is laid upon 


our tables showing that engineers estimate the ex- | h 
'; leave an impression upon the House that this Go- 


e necessary ın completing this work at about 
eight millions of dollars, additiona! to the amount al- 
ready expended. I find, also, that one single mile 


of this road is estimated to cost $211,000, and | 


another mile the enormous sum of $460,100. The 
expense in paving and Macadamizing this road for a 
distance of more than six hundred mites, through 
parts uf country yet an unbroken wilderness, ex- 


ceeds per mile the cost of any street in any city of || 


this Union. 


Will it, then, be contended by any gen!lemon of 
this House, that the Federal Government is bound, 
under the compact, to enter into such a splen- 
did system of internal improvements? Was it 
originally contemp'ated by Mr. Jefferson, whose 
authority the gentleman from Ohio invoked, 
that this road should be a _ magnificent 
structure, or that a visionary project should 
grow out of it, affording any portion of the 

le a pretence for plundering the Gove nment? 

o, sir. The only object of setting apart one- 
twentieth part of the nett proceeds of the sale of the 
public lands, asoriginally claimed by its advocates, 
was to construct a road from the Ohio river to the 
Atlantic coast, to facilitate the transportation of 
-their surplus products to market. They wished to 
overcome the Alleghany mountains, thoce natural 
barriers which intercepted all communication be- 
tween the inhabitants residing upon the tanks of 
the Ohio and those upon the Atlantic frontier. 
‘Phe road, so loudly called for by the early settlers 
of Ohio, then pioneers of the forest, has been 
made. The Alleghanies, that once presented insu- 
perable obstacles to internal intercourse, have been 
surmounted. The reasons, which operated upon 
-the country to construct this work, have leng 
- since ceased to exist. But has this road terminated 
on the banks of the Ohio? No, sir. It has 


crossed the Ohio river, and now pervades the whole | 


extent of that great and powerful State. But when 
-and where, sir, is this road to terminate? On the 
banks of the Mississippi? Or at the base of the 
Rocky mountains? No. These are barriers, say 
the friends of this visionary project, which the 
National Treasury must subdue; it can be limited 
only by the shores of the Pacific. The cost in 
passing the Alleghanies, the most difficult and ex- 


msive part of the road, was originally estimated | 


‘at $6,000 per mile. You have extended it about 
_gix hundred miles into the level praries of the 
West, and nowa single mile is computed by en- 
gineers to cost the enormous sum of $460,000. 
Let the work go on under the sanction of this Go- 
vernment, and its expense increase in the sa m 


1,271,746 | 


7,590,485 
‘| upon them, I have but to refer to an act of 
' Congress, passed February 28, 1823, granting a 


progressive ratio, and the wealth of this continent 


| would be exhausted in its completion. 


To exhibit to the country how preposterous is 
the claim of these States to the further munifi- 


| cence of Government, and to show what a vast 


amount of the public domain has been squandered 


quantity of land, equal to two miles in width on 
a road, (10 defray the expense of its construction,) 
commencing at the Miami rapids, and terminating 
at the Western boundary of the Connecticut 
Western Reserve, in the State of Ohio; to an 
act passed March 3, 1827, appropriating public 
Jands in Ohio to making a turnpike toad from 
Columbus to Sandusky city; also to several acts 
granting large tracts of the most valuable public 


| Jands in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illiagis, 
| for the purposes of education. 


We are told that these States have not taxed the 
Government lands within their limits? And why 
have they not done it? Beeause, sir, no such 
power is given them by the Constitution or the 
compact. Their expressed stipulations with the 
Government in the acts of admission, preclude 
for ever any such pretensions. I will read from 
the act passed April 30, 1802, which provides 
“that every and each tract of land sold by Con- 
gress from and after the thirtieth day of June next; 
shall be and remain exempt from any Tax laid 
by order, or under the authority of the State, whe- 
ther for State, county, or township, or any other 
purpose whatever, for the term of five years, from 


: and after the day of sale.” 


If an attempt has been made by any member to 


vernment is under any obligations to these States 
for any acis of disinterested benevolence, in for- 
bearing to exercise the right of taxation upon 
these tands, such an inference would be most erro- 
neous and deceptive. 

It now becomes important to inquire for what ob- 
ject these lands were ceded to the General Govern- 
ment, and how far they have answered the pur- 
poses of their destination. If I have understood 
correctly, the public lancs were ceded by the 
States of Virginia, North Carclina, and Georgia, to 
the Government, not for the purposes of education 
or internal improvements, nor to be appropriated 
for any State or local object, but for the purpose 
of liquidating the public debt that accrued to the 
country in our Revolutionary struggle; and it can 
be clearly shown, by authenticated tables, that the 
lands have `n no part answered the purposes of 
their destination. The debt of the Revolution has 
been liquidated with the moneys received from 
customs, and not from the procecds of the sales of 
the public lands, as stipulated by the Government 
in the acts of cesson. How, then, stands the ac- 
count between the public lands and the public 
Treasury? 

The cost of the acquisition and management of 
the public lands amounts to - $102,220,000 
For the extinguishment of the In- 


dian title - - - 85,974,000 
Expense of protecting the settlers in 

Florida - - - - 15,600,000 
For the fund reserved out of the pro- 

ceeds of the sales for the use of the 

new States - - - 4,410,000 


207,604,000 
104,000,000 


Amounting in all to - - 
Receipts from land sales - - 


| Making a balance due the Treasury of $103,604,000 


The fact, then, will be admitted, that the public 
lands have not only failed to answer the purpose 


| of their destination, in discharging the debt of the 


Revolution, but are now indebted to the Treasury 
for their purchase money and management, more 
than ONE HUNDRED AND THREE MILLIONS OF DOL- 
Lars. Who, then, can doubt the injustice of di- 
verting that source of the revenues of this Go- 
vernment, the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, to works of internal improvement? Every 
dollar of the vast amount of money, abstracted 
from the Treasury and expended on the Cumber- 
land road, was paid in by the customs, And 


: arsenals. 


a s FR 


who have paid the cusioms? The people of Maine 
and other States, who have no interest in this 
work, and who have contributed most largely to 
complete it, and not those of the Siates of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois, that are receiving its exclu- 
sive benefits. 

The public documents on file show that, in the 
ten years ending January 1, 1837, Maine alone 
paid into the Treasucy, by imposts 


and duties, - - - $3,260,418 
While Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 

paid but - - - 13,586 
The people of Maine have paid into 

the Treasury an annual average 

amount of - - - 326,008 
While Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 

have paid but - - - 1,300 


TEREE HUNDRED DOLLARS have we contributed 


: in Maine to defray the expenses of this Govern- 


ment, where these three States have contributed 
ONE DOLLAR. 

But we are told that this great disproportion is 
made up to Maine and other Atlantic States in ap- 
propriations for light-houses, harbors, forts, and 
It is not my purpose, at thig time, to be 
diverted from the question immediately under con- 
sideration to inquire whether appropriations for 


` light-houses, harbors, &e. are of a national, or 


merely local, character. When that subject shall 
be properly before us, I will then be prepared to 
resist any appropriation called for from any section 
of this Union that is not clearly authorized by the 
Constitution. Bat suppose, for a moment, the ap- 
propriations made to Maine were for locai objects 
and benefited us alone; how, then, would stand 
our account with those States? 

In the four years ending January 1, 1838, Maine 
paid in‘o the national Treasury $1,304,000, and 
recvived for light-hauses, forts, &c. $240,000. We 
have received but one dollar where we have paid 
six. But how stands the case in those Western 
States? In thirty years they have paid, by daties, 
but $25,000, and have drawn from the Treasury 
nea. ly eight millions of dollars. Paid into the Trea- 
sury butone dollar where they have taken four 
hundred. In what part of the Constitution do gen- 
tlemen recognise the power to subject the people 
of the North or South to make roads for the West? 
Do they find in the clause “tə provide for the 
common defence and general welfare?” Sir, the 
old Federal doctrine, once advocated, that this 
clause of the Constitution gave Congress the power 
to work every species of injustice and rascality, 
under some plausible pretextof the public good, 
has been long since exploded. Is it found where 


| power is given “to establish post roads,” or “to 


regulate commerce?” Iam aware that the power 
to appropriate money for the Cumberland road has 
been claimed, at different periods, under all these 
clauses of the Constitution. But now all are 
abandoned, and its advocates rely solely on the 
stipulations of the compact. But whether you 
look to the compact or the Constitution itself for a 
foundation on which to rest this claim, it will be 
found as baseless as an inverted pyramid. 

The power which the people of the several 
States delegated 10 Congress was meant to be 
“clear,” “express,” or “particular,” or at least that 
no reasonable doubt should exist as to its nature 
and extent, before it could be exercised. If power 
had been claimed under the Constitution, by its 
framers, to enter inte a splendid system of internal 
improvements, and thereby recognise the gross in- 
justice of robbing one portion of the country to 
benefit another, not a State of the Confederacy 
would have ratified it. I contend that Congress 
has no power to make appropriations for improv- 
ing territory over which this Government cannot 
exercise exclusive jurisdiction. The Cunstitution 
gives to Congress the power “‘to exercise exclusive 
legislation over this District, and to exercise like 
authority over all places purchased by the consent 
of the Legislature of the State in which the same 
shall be, for the erection of forts, magazines, arte- 
nals, dock-yards, and other needful buildings.” If 
we had power to construct roads and exercise ju- 
risdiction over them, the strong arm of Government 
could then be extended over any portion of this 
Union, and, with its might, prostrate not only the 
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sovereignty of the States, but the liberties of the 
people. 

Is it not enough that the people of the West pos- 
sess a country that claims many advantages over 
the North in the temperature of its climate and 
fertility of its soil, 
roads at an expense of fifteen or twenty thousand 
dollars per mile? Is it not enough that those who 
have taken possession of our public lands, in open 
defiance of law, have demanded and received at 
our hands, pre-emption acts, graduation laws, and 
laws confirming their titles? Sir, if I could but take 
these gentlemen to my district, and there let them 
witness the enormous expense and toil that an in- 
dustrious and enterprising popu'aton are subjected 
to in making their roads passable through a moun- 
tain region, [ could not fail to satisfy them of the 
gross injustice of plundering them of their 
hard earnings to make roads for squatters and 
pillagers upon our public domain. Sach an out- 
rage apon our rights and our property is not only 
making infractions and innovations upon the most 
sacred obligations of the Constitution, but it is 
learing out its very vitals. If the people of the 
West want roads, we are very willing they 
should make them at their own expense, as the peo- 
ple of the North have done, without asking the aid 
of the General Government. But if gentlemen 
will point out to me a constitutional power for 
repaying to the people of Maine what they have 
expended for making roads the last fifty years, I 
shall be better prepared to reconcile an appropria- 
tion for the Cumberland road to the principles of 
equity and the constitutional powers and obliga- 
tions of this Government. 

The result of a system of internal improve- 
ments, as pursued by Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
and Louisiana, which has loaded their people with 
a debt of about SEVENTY-FIVE MILLIONS, shou'd 
warn this Government against its-adeption. I 
opposed the introduction of a system of internal 


improvements in my own State, ata time when | 


this mania was sweeping threugh the country with 
such fearful rapidity, and I can now congratulate 
the people in escaping the vortex. 

In the year 1825, an appropriaticn for the Cum- 
berland road was before Congress, and I was re- 
joiced to find one act during the temporizing policy 
of Mr. Monroe’s Administration, that was worthy 
of commendation: that was his veto of the bill. 
{Here Mr. P. read some extracts from Mr. Mon- 
roe’s veto message. | ; , 

At one time, we are told by the friends of this 
work, that it will enhance the value of the public 
lands. If experience Las not proved this illusive, 
why have we been called upon so often to graduate 
their price? In 1802, the public lands sold, in 
Ohio, for two dollars per acre; but now they are 
sold for one dollar and a quarter. Besides, sir, I 
am told that there is not a foot of the Government 
lands within fifty miles of the Cumberland road. 

At another time, we are told, it will bind this 
Union together by the strongest ties. Is this Union, 
J ask, only kept together by the money that is 
robbed from the pockets of the peop’e of one sec- 
tion, to be expended in another? Is that the only 
ligament that binds the Western country to this 
Union? I cannot, I wits not believe it. I hold 
ihat this Union is bound together by more. sacred 

and stronger ties than mere dollars and cents: it is 
cemented with the blood of those patriots cf the 
Revolution, which poured out like water, on the 
fields of Lexmgton and Banker’s Hill, at Saratoga 
and Yorktown; and it cannot be dissolved until 
the deeds of a Washington, a Warren, and a Mont- 
gomery, are lost to the knowledge of mankind. 
Mr. Speaker, I have already detained the House 
longer than I intended when I first rose. In con- 
clusion, permit me to add, that, if the princip!es on 
which alone this measure can succeed, find favor 
in this House and favor throughout the Union—if 
it is to become the settled policy of this Govern- 
ment, you might as well trample your Constitu ion 
at once under foot, and commit the destinies of the 
country to the-nnrestrained discretion of the central 
power. A splendid conscl:dation will tread upon 
the heels of a splendid system of internal improve- 
ments. Thiscentral power, with its hundred arms, 
and in every hand a bribe, will penetrate every 


without asking us to make their | 


Appropriation Bill—Mr. Duncan. 


State of this Union. You may, for a while, in- 
deed, wear the mere forms and trappings of a free 
State; but the canker will be at the heart. A gor- 
geous despotism, crushing beneath its iron heel the 
l.berties of the people, or the scattered fragments of 
the Union, wasting their blood and treasure in mu- 
tual strife, will tell the saa story of this last great 
experiment of free institutions. 


SPEECH OF MR. DUNCAN, 


OF OHIO, 


In the House of Representatives, April 10, 1840—On 
the bill makmg appropriation for the civil and 


diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 


year 1840. 

Mr. DUNCAN having the floor, said: 

Mr. Cnairman: I believe the bill before the 
committee is the general appropriation bill. 

[The Cuar answered it was.] 

] will inquire if there is any particular amend- 
ment, or any particular section of the bill, now 
under discussion? 

[The Cuarr answered, no.] 

So I supposeed, from the range and character of 
the debate yesterday. The debate yesterday was 
monopolized by the Opposition; and they talked of 
every thing that is now, ever was, and is to come 
—abuses of power, pape, ruin, and desolation, of 
our lamented country4+-and the profligacy and ex- 
travagance of the Administration formed, äs usual, 
the principal themes. } Well, sir, I like-such lati- 
tade in debate; it is ig character with the Jiberal, 
latitudinarian, and frée spirit of our folitical and 
religious institutions; Ithink I will take advantage 
of the Jatitude in debate now enjoytd, and talk of 
sume things, too, not immediately’ connected with 
the subject before the committeg. 

It is perhaps unnecessary f4r me to inform the 
people of this country that Ëch is the frame and 
character of our Governmegt, that the Executive 
has no power to! appropriate a dollar of the pub- 
lic money for any purpgSe, nor has he power to 
expend a dollar only aghe is authorized by Con- 
gress. 
management of this Government must- be exclu- 
sively charged to Cofgress; and yet the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Wise] stated on yesterday 
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by a majority of their votes. How does this fact 
correspond with the never-ceasing howl of extra- 
vagance with which we are annoyed, and with 
which the country is perpetually alarmed? 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cus#- 
ING] followed in the wake of the gentleman from 
Virginia, and concurs with him in holding the Ex- 
ecutive responsib'e for such appropriations. Yes, 
sir, he goes further: he not only holds him respon- 
sible for such appropriations, but he holds him re- 
sponsible for any estimates that he may recom- 


i mend, over ard above what may strictly be wanted 


Whatever of grofligacy may exist in the |, sition are sincere in the charges which they make, 


that the Executive is, and has been, responsible ; 
for the last six or seven years for every dollar | 
which has been appropriated and expended by | 


Congress. The gentleman holds the Executive 
responsible for that over which he has no control. 
Can the President control the expenditures of Con- 
gress? No, sir. Congress has the power of mak- 
ing appropriations to any amount, and for any 
parpose, without consult‘ng the President—without 
his approbation, and contrary to his wish. The 
power of the President to proh:bit extravagant ap- 
propriations is negative; and even that power 
avails him nothing, provided two-thirds ef each 
branch of Congress vote for an appropriation; 
for the bill making the appropriation, in that case, 
is a Jaw with or without his siznature or approba- 
tion. Sir, I refer you to the Presicent’s messages, 
and to the reports and estimates of the Secretary of 
the Treasury for the trath of the fact, that one-half 
of allthe moneys appropriated is done by the au- 
thority, and upon the responsibility of Congress 
alone. 


The Secretary of the Treasury presents to 


Congress estimates of the amount of appropriations 


necessary for Government purpoces, and the Presi- 
dent endorses these estimates and recommends them. 
Here his reponsibility ends; but Congress have 
yearly made appropriations far above the estimates 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, and for other 
purposes entirely, than those recommended. Is the 
Executive to be held responsible for such appro- 
priations as these, and, in consequence of them, 
denounced for extravagance and profligacy, far 


and wide as the Union? The intelligence of an | 


honest community supersedes the necessity of reply 
to such denunciations. 

But let me refer you to the journals of this House, 
for the truth of another strange fact. 


by the Secretary, and endorsed by the President, 
have been proposed by the Opposition, and carried 


That is, that . 
more than three-fourths of all the appropriations 
made, over and above the estimates recommended H 


for the ordinary support of the Government. Fur- 
ther: he holds the Executive responsible for failing 
to recommend estimates and appropriations for 
purposes of internal improvements, when and 
where they are or shall be necessary. This is 
strict accountability on the broadest principles; and 
what does it all mean? It means, sir, Ist. If Con- 
gress appropriates money without the knowledge 
and contrary to the wish of the President, he is to 
be held responsible. 2d. If the President recom- 
mends one dollar over the estimates ac'ually neces- 
sary for Government purpcses, for internal im- 
provements, or any other purpose, he is to be held 
responsible, and denounced fcr extravagance and 
profligacy; and lastly, if the President withholds his 
recommendation of appropriations for the purposes 
of internal improvements, security on the seaboard, 
&c. he is to be held responsible, and dencunced for 
“meanly sneaking and skulking” from the responsi- 
bility and duties attached to his office. 

Verily, these gentlemen remind me of a certain 
Procrustes I once read of—a man of horrible cruel- 
ty. Itissaid of him that he used to place on a 
bed, travellers whe fell into his hands, and if they 
were too long for his bed, he cut off the projecting 
part, and if they were too short, he placed anvi's 
under their feet, and beat them out till they equalled 
the length of the bed. , 

Mr. Chairman, I am not extravagant when I say 
one half of the time of this House is consumed by 


: the Opposition in denouncing the Administration 


for its profligacy and extravagance. If the Oppo-, 


' will the people not hold them to a fearful accounta- 


bility for their gross neglect of duty when they are 


‘apprised of the fact that not the first attempt has 


been made by that party to reform the abuses of 
which they complain? If such abuses exist, 
the solemn oath they have taken, in pre- 
sence of Heaven and man, to faithfully 
discharge their official duties, binds them to the 
throne of eternal responsibility to their conscience 
and to their country, to point out those abuses, and 
to recommend a remedy. If they will, the Demo- 
cratic party here, to a man, will gladly join with 
them, heart and hand, in assisting them in reforma- 
tion. Whe.e are the abuses of which you com- 
plain? Are there more officers than are necessary 
to manage the Government? then peint them out, 
and they will be removed. Are there officers who 
do not do their duty? point them out, and they will 
be reformed. Are the salaries of officers and 
clerks higher than necessary to s: cure men compe- 


i tent and qualified to discharge the duties and trusts 
severally connected with their offices? then point 


them out, and they will be reduced. Sir, I have a 
right to demand that the Opposition shall discharge 
the duties | have here proposed. The country will 
demand it at their hands, or they must cease their 
clamor of profligacy against the Administration. 
But they will not attempt to propose a reform, or 
point out an evil. They know that the Govern- 


. mentis as well and as economically administered 


i 


"of the demagogue in this Government. 


| 


f 
| 
| 


: asitcan be. 


They know that the business of the 
Government cannot be administered with a less 
number of officers and clerks than are now em- 
ployed; and they also know that competent men 
cannot be obtained to discharge the official duties, 
for salaries reduced below their present standard. 
Extravagance and profligacy is the howl of the 
demagogue in all Governments, and it is the how! 
I have said that the Opposition bave pointed to 
no instance of extravagance. I was wrong. They 
have pointed out one item. I allude to the pubhc 
printing. That item has been thrown up to the 
Democracy more than one thousand times this ges: 
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sion; and trom the fact that that single item has " mit their sympathirs to be so overcome as to yield 
been harped upon in almost every speech that has || to the other? Will they permit their principles, to 


beer made by the Opposition, itis fair to presume 
they know of no other instance wf extravagance; 
and how do they stand in relation to that. During 
the last Congress the Opposition had a decided ma- 
jority in this House. They elected a Printer of thetr 
own party. Yes, sir, they elected a man of their 
own; and who was he? A miserab‘e tool of a 
miserable faction—(I mean the Conservatives)— 
an empty, brainless coxcomb, without a name, a 
residence, or a foothold on the face of the earth— 
a pennyless loafer—one of the gaunt lounging 
office seekers that beset this Capitol, and ride you 
like the nightmare, without the means of doing the 
printing, and, I beieve, withoutthe firstdollar to pro- 
cure the means; and what was thejconsequence of his 
election? Tre public printing,in place of being 
done by the Government's confidential sworn ofti- 
cer, was farmed out to Gaes and Seaton, not cent- 
dential! and sworn officers of the Government. Yes, 
sir, the public printing was farmed out, and the 
man of straw elected (I mean the Editor of the 
Madisonian) received ten thousand dollars per 
annum for the office and trust thus reposed in him, 
and Gales and Seaton did the printing for the 
balance of the profits. What was the course of 
the Opposition then, think you? Was i! to reduce 
the priming? No, sir; not a word was then said 
about the extravagance and profligacy of the pub- 
lic printing; but, on the contrary, more’ at jobs of 
printing were thrown into the hands of that cor- 
rupt and f,audulent combinatien than has ever 
been done in any Congress since the organiza- 
tion of the Government, or the establishment of 
public Printer, by which the public printing was 
swelied to upwards of $231,000, which is more 
than double as much as it ever amounted to before, 
and that enabled Gales and Seaton to pay the 
enormous rent of ten thousand dollars. But as 
soon as the patty character of this House was 
changed, and the printing was about to fall 
into Democratic hands, the yelp cf extra- 
vagance in the public printing was raised 
by a hundred Whig tongues, that had before 
teen as silent on that subject as the grave. 
Bat, sir, what did the Democracy do on the i:e olu- 
tion of the gentleman from G:orgia? (Mr. Back.] 
They ordered a committee to investigate the sub- 
ject of the public printing, and to report to this 
House what they might find to be a fair and just 
compensation for the public printing; and Blair and 
Rives were elected public printers on the condition 
that they were to receive such a compensation. 
That committee have made their report; it is now 
on the Clerk’s tab!e; it is in favor of retrenchment, 
and the Democracy will sustain it. So much for 
reform in the public printing the only item of pre- 


tended extravagance pointed out or attempted to "l 


be exposed by the Opposition; and thaż item wald 


have remained unexposed by them if the prising si 


had remained in the hands of their party pets. 

“Office holders and spoils party.” Sir, havs 
every feeling you possess, physica’ ará Gental, 
been nauseated and sickened at that incessant cry 
—that miserable hungry howl cf lamentation. 
which is never permitted to die on your ea1? I once 
before exposed the fact by tables and figures, that 
more than one-half of all the offices of this Go- 
verament are occupied by Federalists, and I now 
assert it to be a fact; but one-half is not enough for 
them. “Being of the better sort of society,” they 
claim them ail; and nothing short of their 
fall possession wiil ever satisfy a party whose prin- 
ciples teach them to believe they are born to tule 
the “common people.” The Federal party claim 


effice as a natural and political right :composed, as "| 


they claim to be, of “the decency,” and ‘‘belter sort of 
people,” they “‘areborn to rule the swinish multitude.” 


not . 


į 


. This right has been disputed by the Democracy, | 


‘and itis this dispute, and the rights and principles 
involved, that have produced all the political 
struggles and turmeils that have been witnessed 
since the commencement of our Government. 
Will the Democracy now surrender? Heretofore the 
claims of the Federalists for all the offices have 
made in blustering demands; now they are made 
in pitiful whining, sickening, crocodile whimper- 
ings. ‘The Democracy, in the support of stern 
principles, resisted the one? 


Will they now per- į 


| 


j 
| 
| 
i 
1 
i 


maintain which they have so long, and so man- 


fully contended, now to be sacrificed at the hungry ; 
yelp and pitiful whine of a host of lean, lank, | 


lazy, lounging office seekers, which beset this 
Capitol, and annoy the country elsewhere? 
spoils party; and what would the hungry F. deral 
office sekers be, if they were to get all the offices 
and spoils! would they not be “the spoils party 


too; and how much would the communiry be bene- ` 


fitedi by the change? I ask what benefitthe tax pay- 
ing community weuld derive by turning out the well 
fed, fat, clean, sle.k, Democratic office holders, and 
putting in a swarm of hungry, lean, starved, Fe- 
deral office seekers? 

Panic! panic! panic! That’s the string to pull. 
Turn back to the history of your Presiden- 
tial elections, and show me one in the political 
satistics of your country, if you can, that 
kas not been swamped in the Federal cry of panic. 
Examine the public journals from the commance- 
ment of Presidential elections to this time, and 
you will find by them that every year that a Pre- 
sident bas had to be elected, is a year of panic and 
desolation. The cry of “panic and desolation” is 
one of the standing modes of electioneering. The 
people understand it,and are no longer to be 
guiled by it, and they look with contempt upon 
those who make it, as they do upon the slanderer 
and calumniator of American institutions and the 
American character. The ye'p of panic, ruin, 
and distress, is now overspreading the land and 
doing its base and dirty work of slander upon 
the character of our country. Where is the panic 


and distress to be found? Where it always will | 


be found: among the penniless lcafers of your 
country—those who are too laz7 and too proud to 
work, and have nothing to trade upon. All the 
panic and distress we have, consists in the ina- 
bility of that class to enjoy the ‘glories of the credit 
system.” Show me the man in our widespread 
Union (except he has been the subject of misfor- 
tune) who depends upon his own industry and his 
own resources, that cannot laugh at vour panic 
and sneer at your demagogical cry of distress. And 
here I must qu:lify this general remark, by the 
exception of many hundreds of persons of the 
most useful class of society. I mean those whe 
labor in manufactories. They are, no doubt, se- 
riously affected by the depressed and deranged 
state of the currency; but all their d:fficulties grow 
out of their connection with institutions, the pro- 
prietors and owners of which have not capital 
of their own by which to conduct them. If such 
persons will study their own real interests, they 
will cut loose frem such establishments and such 
proprietors, change their business, or engage in 
the employment of those who have not to depend 
upon the smiles and favors of banks, and the 
uncertainties of the ‘glorious credit system.” 

But, sir, what if there is distress and panic ir 
the country? What is the cause of it bat you 
miserable banking and credit system—a systen 
that the united efforts of the Demccracy have 
been directed to overthrow, so far as it is exclusive, 
monopolizing, end partial in its operation—z 
system, which, so long as. it exists, will produce 
periodical derangement of the currency of the 
country, and distress with those who trade upon 
capital not their own. 


_ But, I repeat, whatif there is panic and dis- 
tress in the country? Has Congress power to give 
relief? What constitutional authority have we 
for making this Capitola poor-house? And by what 
constitutional authority can members of Congress, 
in their representative capacity, assume to .hem 
selves the office of overseers of the poor? Sach a 
use of this Capitol, and such a usurpation of office, 
and such an exercise of power, were never contem- 
plated by the framers of this Government; nor is 
it any where, except in the babbling noise of the 
demagogue, or in the brain of the raving politi- 
cal monomaniac. Sir, itis a setted principle, and 
a fact well known and universally understoed, that 
all the wealth of this country is dug in sweat from 
her soil; and all the comforts and conveniences 
of life are the offspring of the united labor 
of the farmer and the mechanic, and upon that 


“ The | 


must we depend for all we possess, either as a 
nation or as inlividuals composing a nation. 
And let me assure you, whatever system of policy 
may be established by legislation, which will ena- 
ble one part of the community to live without la- 
bor, must and will have the tendency to throw a 
greater portion of labor upon those not so favored. 
Suen is the natural consequence, and such the prac- 
tical effect, as all experience bas shown, and will 


` continue to show; and such is the credit and bank- 


ing system, as it has existed, and now exists, in 
this country. 

All the panic and distress that now hangs over 
us as a people, or any portion of us, had their 
origin in extravagance, idleness, or overtrading. 
That fact dare not be denied; nor dare it be denied 
that they have had their foundation im the credit 
and banking system, by the facilities they afford to 
live without labor, and temptations to speculate. 

While I am unwilling tv admit that any man 
here can go before me in commiserating the mis- 
fortunes of my fellow beings, nor can any one re- 
joice more at the prosperity of our country, and 
the happine-s of every class of society, than I do, 
yet I hold that Congress has neither the power nor 
the means to give relief in cases of distress. I say 

hatCongress has no such power. I mean by that, 
that Congress has no power to tax one portion of 
the community to relieve the dis'resses of another. 
Such a power cannot be exercised in justice, 
nor did ever the framers of the Constitu- 
tion ccntemplate such an exercise of power. 
Congress can give no relief on any other prin- 
ciple than by an unjust and unconstitutional 
system of taxation, either directly or indirectly. 
To all such applications for relief, (L mean for 
such distress as is now said to pervade the coun- 
try,) asa Representative, I must say, (however 
cold, heartless, and disconsolate the advice may be 
considered, go home, work harder, and live more 
economically, and relief will be your reward. 
Sir, I have said that the cry ef panic, as in times 
before, is made for political effect and party pur- 
poses. It is so, and such is the object of the dema- 
yegue, But I have the charity to believe that some 
of those who are attempting to spread the alarm of 
jistress are, or think they are, sincere; but I am 
constrained to believe that many of that class are 
laboring under a species of derangement. There 
is a kind of derangement called monomania, which 
leaves the individual affected with it in full pos- 
session of his reasoning powers, on all subjects ex- 
cept the one on which he is deranged. For in- 
stance, the monomaniac is deranged on the subject 
of religion, and perfectly rational on all others. 
Hence it is that some persons fancy themselves to 
be the Saviour of mankind, or to be one of the an- 
cient prophets, and, in some instances, to be the 
Almighty himee'f; or he may be deranged upon the 


: subject of mechanics; hence it is you hear 


of persons spending a great portion of their lives in 
attempting to invent the perpetual motion. So it 
is with the a'chymist, who spends his life in pur- 
suit of the philosopher’s stone. So it is with meta- 
physics, &c. And yet persons laboring under this 
species of derangement may be perfectly capable 
of attending to ordinary business. Professor Tital 
of Jena continued to perform his professional du- 
ties for some time, although Jaboring under the 
fixed hallucination of believing himself to be Em- 
peror of Rome. Many other instances of a simi- 
lar character could becited. Alexander Pope, in 
a few lives, illustrates, in an interesting and forci- 
ble manner, the various effects of monomania on 
different individuals. He sung thus: 

“Unnumbered throngs on every side areseen, 

Of bodies changed by various forms of spleen, 

Here living teapots stand, one arm heldout, 

One bent; the handle this, and that the spout; 

A pipkin there, like Homer’s tripod, walks; 

Here sighs a jar, and there a gooce-pie talks, 

Men prove with child, as powerful fancy works, 

And maids, turned bottles, cry aloud for corks.” 

Well, sir, we see that men become deranged on 
religion, mechanics, metaphysics, &c.; why may 
they not become deranged on the subject of poli- 
tics? They do. Our medical records furnish many 
instances of the kind; so they do on subjects of 
finance and economy. The celebrated Doctor 
Eberly informs us that he knew a person who for 
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more than twenty years was firmly persuaded that 
he was the President of the United States; and yet 
this man would converse and think rationally upon 
all the ordinary concerns of life. We have all 
heard of persons in afluent circumstances pinching 
themselves with hunger, and clothed in rags, lest 
they shoald come to want and die in poverty. Such 
is the political monomania under which sume of 
our politicians are now Yravin3: and if Alexander 
Pope lived at this day and in eur country, he would 
sing— ee 
upfen often turn from reason’s shining way 
To chase a phantom in the light of day; 


Sane in all matiers save the affairs of state, 
‘And wild in them as in the rest they’re great. 


Now preach they panic with a sing-soag tone, 
‘When panic lives within their breasts alone; 
Now hear they Furies yell in deep despair, 
With deadly serpents hissing from their hair.* 


Politically mad as Bedlam’s King, 

‘Around the world their doleful song they sing, 
O’er fertile fieldsthey leave their baneful track, 
Blow up the world, and chuckle at the crack. 


Buch is the hell-born phantasy that holds 

The Federal prophet’s in its crimson folds; 

Makes banks perfection, by a simple thought, 

‘And atrives to teach men what can ne’er be taught.” 

Bat, Mr. Chairman, I told you I intended to 

talk of some things not immediately connected 
with the bill ander consideration. I desire to talk 
some about the Presidential election. I hope I 
will not be considered out of order. When the sim- 
ple proposition to instruct the Committee on Fi- 
nance to report an appropriation for the Cumber- 


land road, was before the Houss, the Whizs used ; 


up one entire wetk in attempting to prove os 
General Harrison ought to be elected President 
the United States. Ibope it will now be in 
on the general appropriation bill, for meto x: 
hour or two in attempting to prove that h fshould 
not be elected. ; E 
So, sir, I proceed with mẹ proofs and Abjections. 
One of the modes now tmployed jò secure the 

overthrow of the Administ§ation, afd secure the 
election of the Federal cand\date, ig to impress on 
the minds of the people thafGengral Harrison is 
a poor man, and therefore ihe pgor man’s friend: 
that he is the inmate of a log gabin, drinks hard 
cider, and is compelled, no¢in the sun-down of 
his life, to toil in sweat and du for his daily main- 
tenance; and therefore, if elected to the Presidency, 
will be capable of appreciating the poor man’s 
condition, and will direct the administration of the 
Government with reference to the interests and be- 
nefits of that class of the community. These, if 
true, are powerful inducements for the poor and 
ihe friends of the poor to sustain Genenera! Harri- 
son for the Presidency, all other circumstances be- 
ing faverable. But that he is, or ever was, at 
heart, a friend to the poor man, I am prepared to 
doubt; and with a view of being as brief as possi- 
ble, in support of this belief, I will give one illus- 
tration of the mest forcible and undeniable charac- 
ter—and one, too, which, at the same time that it 
carries trath on its face, will serve to convince 
every man who reads it, or hears it read, that the 
poor man has but little to expect, on the side of 
mercy and favor, from General Harrison or his ad- 
ministration, if elected. General Harrison is in 
favor of, and has voted for, a law authorizing and 
requiring the sale of the poor man In bondage and 
degrading slavery for the payment ef a fine and 
costs in which he might be mulcted, or what is tan- 

tamount thereto. This, sir, is a startling state- 

ment; but I have the proof at hand—read for your- 

self: 

“Extract from the journal of the State of Ohio, dated 

Tusspay, January 30, 1821. 

Benate met, pursuant te adjournment. 

‘The Senate then, according to the order of the day, resolved 
into a committee of the whole on the bill from the House en- 
titled “an act for the punishment of certain offences therein 
tamed,” and after some time spent therein, the Speaker (Allen 
Trimble) resumed the chair. 

"Mr. Fithian then moved to strike out the 18th section of said 
bill, as follows: : 

“Reit further enacted, That when any person shall be im- | 
priconed, either upon execution or otherwise, for the non-pay- | 
ment ofa fine or cost, or both, it shall be lawful for the sheriff | 
Of the county to SELL OUT SUCH PERSON asa SERVANT | 

to aay person within this State, who will pay the whole amount 
due, for the shortest period of vervice; of which sale public no- 
tice shall be given at ieast ten days; and upon sach sale being ef- 
fected, the sheriff shall give the purchaser -a certificate thereof, 


` "Phe Puries were sdid by ‘the ancients to have’ fiery serpents 
hissing from their hair, 2 AAT la a 


- false issue or mistake, I will submit the remarks of 


| himself in our second war for independence; has 


and from which time the relation between such purchaser and 
prisoner shal! be that of MASTER and SERVANT, uatil the 
time of service expires; and for injuries done by either, remedy 
shall be had iu the same manner as is, or may be, provided by 
law in the case of master and apprentice. 

“But nothing therein mentioned shall be construed to pre- 
vent persons from being discharged from imprisonment accord- 
ing tothe provisions of the thirty-seventh section of the actto 
which this is supplementary, if it shall be expedient to grant 
such discharge. Provided that the court, in pronouncing upon 
any person convicted under this act, or the act to which this 
is supplementary, may direct such person or persons to be de- 
tained in prison until the fine be paid, or persona otherwise dis- 
posed of agreeably to the provisions of this act.” 

And the yeas and nays being required; those who voted in 
the affirmative were; Messrs. Beasly, Brown, Fithian, Gass, 
Heaton, Jennings, Lucas, Mathews, McLaughlin, McNilton, 
Newcomb, Robb, Russell, Scofield, Shelby, Spencer, Stone, 
Swearengen, Thompson, and Womeldorf—20. 

‘And those who voted in the negative were—Messrs. Baldwin, 
Cole, Foos, Fester, WILLIAM. H. HARRISON, McLean, Os- 
well, Pollack, Ruggles, Roberts, Wheeler and Speaker—12. 

SECRETARY or Stats’s OFFICE. 
Columbus, O. Sept. 10, 1836. { 

s I certify that the foregoing isa true and accurate copy from 
the journals of the Senate of the State of Ohio, being the first 
session of the 19th General Assembly, held at Columbus, De- 
cember, 1820. 

See pages 303, 304, 305. 

CARTER B. HARLAN, 
Secretary of State.” 


Sir, this is the journal, certified to by the proper 
officer; and in order that no false issue may be 
raised as to. the meaning or intent of those who 
voted fot and against a propcsition degrading to 
the American character, at war with every princi- 
ple of our free institutions, and constituting a black 
mark, and a foul stain, upon the legislative jour- 
nals of a free State. I say, that there may be no 


a distinguished statesman ard patriot of the last 
war, at the time the measure was under discussion. 
I allude to Gen. Robert Lucas, who distinguished 


for many years been a member of both branches of 
the Legislature of Ohio; her Governor for four 
years, and he is now Governor of the Territory of 
Iowa. 


Heat what he said: 
“General Robert Lucas, in the true spiritof patriotism, made 
the following remarks: 
“What will be the operation of this section?” said Mr. Lu- 
cas. “We will suppose a case: suppose one of the patriots of 
the Revolutionshould be insfited by anenemy of his country, 
or a tory, who had fought against him in the struggle for li- 
berty, and he should be provoked to commit an assault in de- 
fending the honor of his Government—by our laws he might 
be prosecuted and fined. He is poor and unable to pay the 
fine. What would follow, under the provisions of this section? 
He is publicly ADVERTISED FOR TO BE SOLD—he is 
dragged by the crier along the streets—the man who provoked 
the assault, bids the amount of the fine and the shortest term of 
service, say forty years—and the old patriot is knocked eff io 
his per-bondage. 

“any unfortunate citizen, who, in an unguarded moment, 
might be thus subjected to the paymentof a fine, would be lia- 
ble to be sold under this section, and driven into slavery by a 
FREE NEGRO, should such a negro choose to become the 
purchaser. 

“This would be revolting to every principle of humanity, 
and a disgrace to theage in which we live. 

“The question was then taken on Mr. Fithian’s motion, and 
carried in the aftirmative—yeas 20, nays 12. So this obnox- 
ious provision, voted for and defended by WM. H. HARRI- 
SON, does not now disgrace the statute books of Ohio.”’. 


And this, sir, is the manifestation of General 
Harrison’s attachments to, and sympathies for, the 
poor man. What will the linsey hunting shirt 
wool hat inmate of the logcabin, who delights oc- 
casionally in taking a kncck down for the laudable 


| purpose of improving his courage,a nd hardening his 


body, (for which he may be made the subject of 
fine and costs, which he may not have the means 
of paying) say to,such a manifestation? What 
will the crippled war-worn soldier, and patriot of 
the Revolution, say to such a manifestation? Did 
he buckle on his armor, march to the field of battle, 
face the cannon’s mouth, and risk fortune, limb, 
and life, to break the chains of British slavery, that 
his sons and posterity to all time, (in the misfor- 
tunes of poverty) should be the subjects of a law 
that would have disgraced the conscripts of the tyrant 
in the most arbitrary and degraded days of Rome, 
and make them the subjects of bargain and sale, 
and the slaves of the purse-proud and unfeeling 
Shylock; and that too, for the mere crime of po- 
verty, or of not having the ability to pay a fine, 
and a few dollars and cents of cost? Sires of the 
Revolution ! was this what you fought for; was it 
for this yeu bared your bosoms, and “‘bore up un- 
der the battle’s hottest rage?” Had you no higher 
object than mere colonial emancipation to stimulate 
you, when you fought .the enemy knee to knee, 


and breast to breast, on Banker Hill, Monmouth, 
and Trenton, in suffocating dust and smoke; and 
when your brave comrades in arms werefsinking in 
fatigue and death by your side? You are not 
here; I will answer for you. You had higher ob- 
jects. Emancipation of your country, political li- 
beriy, religious toleration, and personal freedom, 
were your stimulants, your objects, and your re- 
wards. Then, I ask, can you cast your suffrage to 
the support of a man for the highest office in your 
gift, who stands prepared in principle, and has at- 
tempted in practice, to sell your sons in slavery 
for the crime of poverty, or the misfortune of ina- 
bility to liquidate a fine and cost, in which they 
may be mulcted by a little imprudence, without de- 
sign or intention of crime? I am inclined to deubt 
Gen. Harrison’s sympathies for the poor man. 


But it is said that “General Harrison isa poor 

man, and lives in a log cabin, and that he toils in 
sweat and dust for his daily maintenance.” These 
allegations are ei'h:r false or they are true. If 
they are false, then it is an attempt to practise a 
base fraud upon the American people from motives 
of demagoguism; but I will presume, for the present, 
that they are true. And let me assure you that if 
General Harrison is of the right political faith, and 
is well qualified to discharge ths complicated, re- 
sponsible, and arduous duties which the Constitu- 
tion, the interests of this country, and the pelicy of 
this Government impose on the President of the 
United States, the fact of his being the tenant of a 
log cabin shall heighten my zeal and double my 
exertions to secure his election. The most devoted 
recollections that I have are associated with scenes 
and pleasures, in boyhood, with the inmates of log 
cabins. I was raised in a log cabin. All my youth- 
ful playmates were the tenants cf log cabins; and 
all my youthful frolics were played off in log 
cabins. 

Sir, I delight in the very name of a log cabin. 
There is no name in the English vocabulary that 
dwells upon my lips with so much delight as log 
cabin. It brings fresh to my recollection scenes of 
youthful pleasures, which I have never since, nor 
ever will again enjoy. Many and oft is the time 
that I thought a day a month, in anxious watch for 
the seiting sun which was the token for the rally to 
the frolic of the log cabin, where I met the com- 
rades of my youth in dance, play, and seng. In 
the times of which Iam speaking, log cabins were 
what the term means—a house made of round logs, 
one story high, of dimensions suited to the size or 
number of the family who were to inhabit it, and 
sometimes with reference to an increase, a puncheon 
floor, a lin bark loft, and a clapboard roof. The 
industry of the matron and her daughters was dis- 
played by the thick folds of linsey frocks, panta- 
loons, and hunting shirts, which behung its walls. 
Its loft was underhung with strings of dried pamp- 
kins, and its capacity heated and lighted with a 
large wood fire frcm its capacious chimney. So 
much for the description. Now for the frolic. The 
frolic consisted in dancing, playirg, and singing 
love and murder sengs, eating johnny cake and 
pumpkin pies, and drinking new whiskey and 
brown sugar out of a gourd. Our dancing in my 
youthful day, and in my neighborhood, was done 
lo the performance of an old Irishman with one 
leg, with the heel of which he beat time, a fiddle 
with three strings, to the air of 

“Barney lct the girls alone, 

Barney let the girls alone, 

Barney let the girls alone, 

And let them quiet be. 

Judy put the kettle on, 

Judy put the kettle on, 

Judy put the kettle on. 

And we'll all take tea.” 
for, if I recollect right, I think our fiddler played 
but one tune. 

But let me tell you, sir, our girls were not to be 
sneezed at. They presented a form 1n beauty that 
marked the developments of nature, when unre- 
strained by corsets, and the withering dissipation 
of fashionable and high life, and their guileless 
hearts looked through a countenance that demanded 
confidence in their innocence and unsullied virtue. 
But, oh! their forms! When you plied your 
arm to their waist in the giddy waltz, with the 
twenty-five yards of warm linsey in which they 
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were cemfortably enwrapped, you had an armful 
of health and firmness. These constituted my 
pleasures in the days of log cabins; and this 
isa description of lg cabins, which, so far as it 
goes, will be reccgnised by those who have been 
reared in the Western country. But, sir, the days 
of log cabins have passed away in the older 
settlements of the West, and with 
most of the lcg cabins; and with the 
cabins, many of the amusements 
to such tenements. All the older pioneers 
of the West and their descendants, who have 
observed that kind of prudence, industry, and 
economy, which constitute the character of the 
good citizen, and entitle him to the confidence of 
honest men, have possessed themselves of comfort- 
abie ard commodious brick and frame houses, 


them, . 
leg i 
commen |. 


larre barns, and well improved farms, checkered | 
with grain fields of every color, and mantied with . 


horses, cattle, sheep, and hogs, and with hard cash 
for a rainy day, and some to lend a friend in 
need. 

General Harrison was one of the earliest settlers 
of the West. Why iske not provided with the 
means, too, of comforting the sundown of his life? 
It would seem, if he had possessed the ordinary 
prudence, indastry, economy, and stability com- 
mon to the pioneers of the West, and which has 
raised them from indigence to comfort and ease, 
and some of them to affluence, he would not now 
necessarily be the humble tenant of a leg cabin 
and have to toil his winter-beaten frame in the chiil 
of old age, for his daily bread. How does this 
matter stand? It has beccme our duty and our in- 
terest to inquire; for if his poverty is the result of 
misfortanes ard untoward circumstances, over 
which he could have had n» control, then is it a 
virtue, rather than a fault, and claims commisera- 
tion. Butif itis the resu't of imprudence, extra- 


vaganee, or of ill-directed judgment, the fault |! 


is his own; and sech faults and frai'ties clear- 
ly render him unfit to be the Executive ru- 
ler of a great and powerfal nation, What 
have been hbis misfortunes and what his op- 
poriunities? I profess to be somewhat acquainted 
with the history of General Harrison’s political, 
military, and private life. Iam}his neighbor, anc 
live in his county. As to his private life, I know 
of no stain that fora moment sulliss him. I be- 
lieve he is strictly honest; I telieve he is liberal, 
but not so toa fault. Ihave never heard of any 
pecuniary mi-fortunes the let of that man; and I 
think his history (and, by the by, let me here say, 
that I have very little confidence in the history of 
a man writien and published in his life time; such a 
history is very apt to be colored and bedizened with 
adulation and flattery) represents him as the de- 
scendant of “noble blood; of highly respectable 
and wealthy parentage. Wealthy paren‘age? 
Then he received at his outset a patrimony. What 
has become of that? Why, if it was not borne 
away upon the w.ngs of misfortune, perhaps it 
was a sacrifice to the inexperience of youth. Be 
itso. That is not to be charged to him asa fault 
now; nor does it make him the less capab‘e of dis- 
charging important official duties, for which he 
may have qualifications. But his history (verbal 
if not writen) represents him as havirg received a 
large fortune in lands of the most valuable quality, 
and the most elegible location, by his marriage. 
What has become of that fortune? For its flight 
it will not be so easy to find an apology ; 
for on its reception, he was in the vigor 
and wisdom of manhood; with his mind at its 
strength, and with a judgment at its full size. 
But if the log cabin and the poverty story is true, 
that estate is in some way disposed of. But that is 
not all. General Harrison has held profitable of- 
fices from his boyhood. With but little intermis- 
sion to this day, his hand has been in the public 
Treasury. Yes, sir, almost without interregnum, 
through a life as long as the Divine promise—for 
I believe he is now on the verge of the horizon of 
three score and ten—and at this moment holds an 
office worth, I think, clear and clean of all expen- 
ses, five thousand dollars per annum. I think I 
may venture to say General Harrison has received 
frem public Treasuries more than one hundred 
thousand dollars. He has drawn more from the 


public Treasury than a six-herse team can haul, in 
hard dollars, over the Alleghany mountains, on the 
national road; and yet his political partisans claim 
for him the Presideney because he is poor and 
needy. What has become of this last vast estate? 


: Can his friends answer? 


Why, sir, so far from General Harrison being 
unfortunate, he has been one of fortune’s choicest 
and most cherished children. Now, sir, permit me 
to ask, if General Harrison’s poverty gives him a 
claim upon the American people either for po:itical 
patronage, oreven more than common sympathy; 


certainly not, unless it can be shown clearly thathe | 


- has heen reduced to poverty by misfortunes and 


calamities beyond his control. While it is a settled 
principle, honorable to the American cha- 
racter, that the virtuous and qualified poor man 
is preferred to the virtuous and qualified rich man 
for office, let us inquire whether, when poverty is 
the result of extravagance, profligacy, indolence, a 
weak mind, a bad-directed judgment or misma- 
nagement, it does not constitute a disqualification 
to hold a responsible station of an official charac- 
ter. Permit me to ask, if the man who has not 
had the capacity to secure a competency for the 
evening of his life out of such vast resources, can 
safely be trusted with the administration of this 
Government? I ask the question in the spirit of 
candor and truth, and it becomes every American 
to ask the same question. Is the man who has 
not the ability to contro] and manage his own 
smail and circumscribed domestic concerns, the 


‘+ suitable man in whose hand to place the destinies 


: puxposes of political deception. 


of this nation—the management of this wide- 
spread and complicated Federal Union, whose har- 
mony and whose duration—whose prosperity at 
home, and whose character abroad, depend upon 
its judicious laws, their best direction, and able 
and faithful execution? A patriotic and intelligent 
people will answer this question. 

But, sir, I will now come to the rescue of Ge- 
neral Harrison, and relieve him from the incapa- 


: city which his own friends have virtually and 


indirectly charged upen him. General Harrison 
is not a poor man; he does not live in a lcg cabin; 
nor does he toil in sweat and dust for his living. 
He is a rich man; he lives in a magnificent frame 
house, and is surrounded with a princely estate, of 
as good land as ever the Nile inundated, and as 
handsomely and advantageously located as any 
past which the majestic floods of the Ohio or Mis- 
sissippi roll, from their sources to the Gulf of 
Mexico So, sir, all this story about the log cabin 
is a falsehood. It is a mean fraud, attempted to 
be practised upon the credulity and sympathies of 
the American people, for the base, demagogical 
General Harrison 
is neither to be cherished nor repudiated by the log 
cabin fiction: the whole is a hoax, attempted to be 
played off for political effect, and worthy of a 
party who have a contempt for the understanding 
and intell'gence of what they call the “common pto- 


| ple.” Such attempts never fail to meet the seorn 
: and derision of an honest and intelligent commu- 
i nity, when and wherever made. 


But indulge me while I attempt tə expose ano- 
ther inconsistency involved in the log cabin hoax. 
Who were the active agents by which Gen. Harri- 
son was presented as a candidate for the Presiden- 
cy? The humb!e inmates of log cabins, think you, 
sir? No. The conventions by which Gen. Harri- 
son’s nomination was brought forth, in nine iadi- 
vidual instances out of ten, were composed of any 
thing but the laboring man of the log cabin. They 
were composed of, and controlled by, those who 
have neither attachments nor feelings for the log 
cabin class of community, further than to subserve 
their own purposes, further than to make them 


| subservient to the establishment of a system of po- 


licy by which they may be made hewers of wood 
and drawers of water to the Federal aristocracy of 
this country. I am not in possession of the names 
of the individuals composing the different State 
Federal conventions, nor of the names of the dele- 
gates composing the National Federal Convention 
held at Harrisburg; consequently I can say nothing 
of their professions and occupations, farther than 
relates to my own State. I hold in my hand a 
newspaper containing the report and proceedings 


` doctors, merchants, clerks, speculators, &c. 


of the convention held in Ohio, and containing the 
names of those who composed that convention. I 
have extracted a table from that report, which 
shows the number of bank officers, bank directors, 
and bank stockholders, office holders, lawyers, and 
Here 
itis. Ittellsa poor story for the log cabin and 
laboring interests of this country. I am told by 


| members here that this table will serve to illustrate 


the character of other State conventions, as well as 
the composition of the Harrisburg convention. 
But here is the table; read for yourself. Here are 
the names, facts, and figures. They expose the 
miserable attempt to palm General Harrison upon 
the people as ‘‘the log cabin and the poor man’s can- 
didate.” Shame! where is thy blush? Truth and 
candor, where are thy advocates? Justice and ho- 
ner, have ye been dethroned; and have moral de- 
pravity and debased political ambition, usurped 
your seats? But here is the table: 


Principal composition of the Ohio Federal- Whig Abo- 
lition Convention. 


eF S of ee 
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o of 4 
COUNTIES. s E3 z aa eg 
pE = 3 B 
Pe a 2. a 
Ashtabula, 1 t 
Adams, 2 3 6 
Butler, 14 7 PR 22 
Brown, w 6 l 
Belmont, 7 6 
Crawford, 3 6 
` Clermont, 1 3 2 5 
Carroll, 2 
i Champaign, 12 44 u v 
Cuyahoga, 23 4t 27 54 
| Dark, 3) 8 18 
Franklin, 170 83 30 260 
| Fayette, 8 13 7 9 
Fairfield,* 21 
Geauga, 8 7 2 2 
Greene, 35 15 18 47 
Harrison, 7 7 10 7 
Huron, I4 22 5 3l 
Highland, 17 18 39 
Jackson, 2 8 
Jefferson, 4 3 
Logan, 22 8 10 
Lorain, 30 6 
Licking, 1l 15 17 74 
Lucas, 11 5 5 
Morgan, 10 5 13 
Mercer, 19 3 5 
Madison, 46 29 14 14 
Muskingum, 41 67 26 78 
Miami, 6 7 4 13 
Preble, 17 16 19 
Portage, 2 5 3 5 
Pike, 1l 7 3 23 
Pickaway, 49 32 25 61 
Ross, 21 15 19 84 
Stark, 8 8 3 24 
Sandusky, 3 3 ll 
Scioto, 10 28 7 42 
Warren, 25 19 10 
Wayne, 9 10 7 9 
Washington, 19 28 4 27 
Totals, 542 733 346 1048 


Just look, sir! five hundred and forty-two bank 
officers, directors, &c. seven hundred and thirty- 
three office holders, three hundred and forty-six 
lawyers and doctors, and one thousand and forty- 
eight merchants, clerks, and speculators, in one 
State convention, in all twenty-six hundred and 
sixty-nine, representing the interests of the poor 
man! and the laboring community, and presenting 
General Harrison as the log cabincandidate! Sir, 
if I could speak to every laborer in this land, I 
would say tohim, “‘beware of welves in sheep’s cloth- 
ing.” These men will caress and flatter you until 
your suffrage is cast, and then they will order you 
to stand back “like a poor man at a dance.” I 
would say look out when merchants, lawyers, doc- 
tors, bankers, speculators, and Shylocks, assume 
the guardianship of your interests and your liber- 
ties. All the flattering caresses that the laborer or 
the poor man will receive from sucha party, will 
result from the same motive that induced the fox 
to praise the music of the crow, which was to ob- 
tain the flesh which she would let drop in the act of 
singing. 

I assert that the supporters of General Harrison 
are not the friends of the poor and laboring classes 
of the community, and those who live in log cabins. 
On the contrary, they are those who seek the esta- 


* Unable to obtain full returns from Fairfield—the office 
holders alone. 
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blishment and confirmation of a system of policy 
whose natural tendency is to make the “rich richer 
and the poor pocrer.” i 

From such a guardianship save the Democracy, 
is my prayer. Under the guardianship of such 
men, hard cider and log cabins would be the lot of 
the poor man through all time. Sir, I have more 
than once said that a contempt for the intelligence 
of the people is a fundamental principle with the 
Federal party. I hold in my hand two communi- 
nications, which will sustain me in the assertion. 
I ask that the Clerk may read them. 


The Clerk read: 
‘From the Osw 
“GENERAL 


o Palladium. 
ARRISON. 


swe call public attention to the following most extraordinary 


reply, made by General Harrison’s committee at Cincinnati, to 
a letter addressed to him by the Union Association of this vil- 
lage. We are obliged toa member of the Association for a copy 
of the letter addressed hy it to General Harrison, and a copy of 
the letter of the committee, in reply thereto. e assure the 
public the correspondence is genuine. 

: “Oswzeo, January 31, 1€40. 
“To the Hon. Wittiam H. HARRISON: 

“Drar Sir: In accordance with a resolution of the Union As- 
sociation of Oswego, I am instructed to propoee three questions 
to F bap in relation to subjects that a large portion of this section 
ofthe country feel adeep interest in. The first is— 

“Are you in favor of receiving and referring petitions for the 
immediate abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia? 

“Secondly—are you in favor ofa United States Bank, or some 
institution similar to that for the safekeeping and distributing 
of the public moneys, and for giving a uniform currency 
throughout the United States? 


“And lastly—-Would you favor the passage of a general . 


bankrupt law by Congress, so that its operations might be 
equal in all the States of the Union. 

“Ihave only to say, sir, that the above inquiries are made in 
accordance with the unanimous wishes of this association, the 
members of which, I am instructed to say, entertain the highest 
regard for your past services, and hope, should you be elected 
tothe high office to which you are nominated, that nothing 
may acent to lessen you inthe estimation ofa great and free 

ple. 
“1 am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
UMILES HOTCHKISS, 
“Corresponding Secretary.” 


“Cincinnati, Feb. 29, 840. 
“Osweco Union ASSOCIATION: 

“GENTLEMEN: Your letter of the 31st ult. addressed to Gen. 
Harrison, has been placed in eur possession with a view to early 
attention. This is unavoidable in consequence of the ve 
numerous letters daily received by the General, and to whic 
his reply in pereon is rendered absolutely impracticable. As 
from his dential committee, you will look upon this re 
sponse, and if the policy observed by the committee should not 
meet with your approbation you will attribute the error rather 
to ourselves and hie immediate advisers, than General Harri- 
son. That policy is, that the General make no further decla- 
ration of his principles for tie public eye whilst occupying his 
present position. Such course has been adopted, not for pur- 
poses of concealment, nor to avoid all proper responsibility; 
but under the impression that the General’s views, in regard to 
all the important and exciting questions of the day, have here- 
tofore been given to the public, fully and explicitly; and that 
those views, whether connected with constitutional or other 

uestions of very great interest, have undergone no change. 

e committee are strengthened in regard to the propriety of this 
policy; that no new issue be made to the public, from the consi- 
deration that the National convention deemed it impolitic at the 
then crisis to publish any general declaration of the views of 
the great Opposition party, and certainly the policy at the pre- 
sent remains unaltered. In the mean time, we cannot help 
expressing the hope that our friends every where will receive 
the: nomination of General Harrison with something akin to 
generous confidence. When we reflect upon the distingushed 
intelligence of the nominating convention—how ably all inte- 
rests were represented in that body; we certainly have a high 
guarantee, that, should General Harrison be the successful 
candidate for the Presidency, that office will be happily and 
constitutionally administered, and under the guidance of the 
same principles which directed our Washington, Jefferson, 
and Madison. Believing you will concur with us in the pro- 
priety of the policy adopted, we have pleasure ta subscribing 
ourselves, 


Your friends, 
DAVID GWYNNE, 
J. C. WRIGHT, 
O. M. SPENCER. 
H. E. Sezncgs, Cor. Secretary. 

[Mr. Doncax was proceeding, when Mr. Ma- 
son of Ohio interrupted him, and asked to explain. 
Mr. D. gave way. Mr. M. said that he bad seen 
a communication in a Buffalo paper denying the 
genuineness of these communications, (just read,) 
and that he (Mr. M.) felt himself at liberty to pro- 
nounce the whole a torgery.] 

Mr. Duncan resumed, and responded that he 
presumed his colleague [Mr. Mason] knew nothing 
about the matier; and that he (Mr. D.) felt him- 
self at liberty to pronounce it no forgery, and that 
the whole correspondence is genuine, and precisely 
as represented on the paper which was just read; 
and this he was authorized to say, not only from 
the presump'ion contained on the face of the paper 
itself, but from other information upon which he 
could rely. Sir, it is genuine; and what are the 
impressions this correspondence must make on the 


mind of every man who may read them? They 
are twofold. Furst, they convey the idea most 
forcibly, that, owing to physical ard mental imbe- 
cility, the party have been compelled to assign 
political keepers to General Harrison, and the ne- 
cessity of this measure, with those unacquainted 
with General Harrison, will be forced upon the 
mind, when itis known that he is now in or near 
the seventieth year of his age; a period of life 
when the heart beats slow, the blood flows slag- 
gishly, the limbs become palsied, the watery eye 
grows dim, the voice trembles, the muscles wither, 
the “ pantaloon becomes slippery,” the memory 
takes wing, the empire of judgment totters, and the 
mind sinks in human frailty. 

The appointment of the committee must give rise 
to a supposed necessity, and that necessity will find 
its reason in the natural frailties of three score and 
ten. It is not for me to rescue or relieve General 
Harrison from the difficulties and imputation with 
which his friends embarrass him. It is for his 
friends to explain away these imputations. But, 
second: the answer of the committee will not fail 
to make the impression, either that General Harri- 
son requires political conscience-keepers—because 
with him the Federal principles of these times 
would not be safe—or that he and his party have 
no principles—or that their principles are so ob- 
noxious to public sentiment, that it is dangerous to 
disclose them. I think the latter proposition is the 
fact. I have looked in vain for a demonstration of 
modern Whig principles from their conventions. 
I can see none. There have been none; nor will 
there be any. The object of a committee is to put 
their principles under a bushel. Such is the secret 
mandate of the State Conven'ion wire-workers— 
such is the secret mandate of the wire-workers of 
the National Harrisburg Convention; and the lips 
of all subordinate committees are sealed. The 
above committee infoms us, in so many words, 
that it is not the policy of General Harrison or his 
friends to make any exposition of political faith or 
principle until afier the election. Like the subjects 
ef benighted ignorance of the old world, it is enough 
that the priests know the will of God and the mys- 
teries of his holy word. What a miserable cause it 
is that shans the light; and how unpardonably ig- 
norant the political leaders of a party must be of 
the intelligence of the nineteenth century—of the 
intelligence of this people—who think they can 
lead the freemen of this Government, blindfolded, 
to. the subversion of their own principles, and the 
overthrow of their cherished institutions. And 
how basely corrupt must be the party who sneak 
and skulk from an open, candid, and manly expo- 
sition of their political principles. Sir, I say un- 
hesitatingly that this corresponding committee has 
been appointed for the purposes ef concealment 
and delusion. I unbesitatingly assert that this con- 
cealment of principle arises from the fact that the 
Federalists dare not publicly disclose their princi- 
ples to the American people. Concealment of 
principle, and false glare of military tinsel, are to 
be the means by which the people are to be gulled 
into the support of Federal men for office, and the 
establishment of Federal measures. But, sir, the 
effort will be about as fruitless as the coffin hand- 
bill mode of electioneering. 

In relation to the conscience-keeping committee, 
I must say something. Of David Gwynne, I know 
nothing persenally; I am unacquainted with him. I 
presume he is a clever fellow, and a respectable 
citizen, as all my constituents are. 
granted that he is opposed to the Administration 
and the Democratic party and principles, but not 
the less respectable for that. But of J. C. Wright 
and O. M. Spencer, I know something. I know 
them to be attorneys at law of high standing. I 
know them, as private citizens, 
the most respectable order, and I will 
take this occasion to invite all who hear me, and 
all who may read me, to call on J. C. Wright and 


I take it for | 


to be of | 


its wool hat inmates, will find themselves in the 
vocative, if their political rights are thrown upen 
the care and protection of these gentlemen. A 
Persian frog could not swim in all^the hard cider 
they ever drank. These genttemen may have seen 
a log cabin in their travels; so they may have seen 
a plough, but I doubtif either of them knows to 
which end of it a pair of horses should be hitched, 
or from which side of the land the furrow should be 
thrown. 7 
These gentlemen are not Democrats. J.C. 

Wright will feel secretly flattered when he learns 
that I pronounce him a high-toned Federalist, from 
the first foundation of the world; and if his col- 
Jeague is not of quite so blue a steep, it is because 
he has not been in the dye so long. Knowing, as 
I do, it was intended by the Federalists that the 
Democracy were to be gulled by this confidential 
conscience-keeping committee trick, I think it was 
a manifestation of diplomatic stupidity, that I have 
never seen excelled in political manwuvring. It 
was cassiowary stupidity. I think it is the cassiowary 
bird, that rests the security of its body in the con- 
cealment of its head. The politics of this commit- 
tee are too well known. If General Jackson, in 
his proudest and most popular days, were to have 
put himself in the keeping of these men, it would 
have blown him sky high with the Democracy, far 
and wide as they are known. If the friends of 
Genéral Harrison had constituted 

UNCLE JAKE FELTER, 

OLD STEPHEN WOOD, and 

JIM GOODLOE, 
the Committee of Conscience Keepers to General 
Harrison, the Democracy would have understood 
something of the principles and rules of action; but 
as it is, they will stand off. Sir, before I attempt 
to expose an extraordinary display of Federal in- 


i consistency, | will ask your attention, while I ex- 


pose an ordimary one. 
tional ticket is— . ` 
For President of the United States, 
WM. HENRY HARRISON, of Ohio. 
For Vice President, 
JOHN TYLER, of Virginia. 

Now, sir, I pronounce John Tyler a slave- 
holder, and violently opposed to modern Aboli- 
tionism, in allits orms. If I have done him in- 
justice, I hope some one of his Virginia friends 
here will contradict me, and I will retract. None 
‘o contradict me? Then I am right. 

How does Gen. Harrison stand on the question 
ef Abelition? As I cannot answer you that ques- 
tion, and as Gen. Harrison will not answer, and as 
his conscience keeping committee are prevented by 
rule and the precedent of the convention, I will 
ask to read an extract from a letter, which will 
give us some light on the subject. 

Here is the letter: 

“TO THE PUBLIC. 

“FeLLow-Cirizens: Being called suddenly home to attehd 
my sick family, l have but a moment to answer a few of the 
calumaies which are in circulation concerning me. 

“I am accused of being friendly to slavery. From my 
earliest youth to the present moment, I have been the ardent 
friend of human liberty. At the age of eighteen I BECAME A 
MEMBER OF AN ABOLITION SOCIETY, established at 
Richmond; the object of which was to ameliorate the condition 
of slaves, and procure their freedom by every legal means. My 
venerable friend, Judge Gatch, of Clermont county, was also a 
member of this suciety, and has lately given me a certificate 
that Iwasone. The obligations which I then came under, I 
have ‘faithfully perfurmed.’ 

“WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON.” 

So much for the letter. Now for a small senti- 
ment, which is a part ofa speech delivered by Gen. 
Harrison on a publie occasion. Here it is: 

“> hould I be asked if there is no way by which the General 
Government can aid the cause of emancipation, I answer, that 
it has long been an object near my heart, to see the whole of its 
surplus revenue ap propriated to that object.” g 

his is the sentiment. It isa small sentiment, 


Tne Federal Whig na- 


. but bg with meaning; and the very attempt to caf- 


O. M. Spencer, should they have any business inthe | 


way of their profession. No two men in the State 


_ n which they live, will discharge their duty with 


more fidelity or more ability. But I know another 
thing. The Democracy will find themselves ve- 
toed if they make these” gentlemen the conserva- 
lives of their political rights. The log cabin, and 


will be drummed up and 


ry it into practical operation would drench your 
streets in blood, lay waste in wreck and ruin this 
land, and sink this Union. Still, sir, I cannot say 
that Gen. Harrison is an Abolitionist. He may 
have qualified these sentiments so as to make them 
unexceptionable, but this is for him, or his politi- 
cal conscience-keepers, to show. Bat, sil, what I 
want to call your attention to, is the truth of an as- 
sertion I once made on this ficor, which was, that 
all.the contending Federal factions of this Union 
drilled, ranked and sized, 
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faced ta the right, and marched to the polls, to cast 
their suffrage m support of the Federal Whig Na- 
tional Harrsbarg convention ticket. General Har- 
rison will be sustained, Aboiiuonist or no Aboli- 
tienist, by all the Abolitionisis, as well as by the 
Federal North and South anti-Abolitionists. John 
Tyler, a slave holder and a siave owner, will re- 
ceive the entire Abolition and Federal Whig vote 
North and South. 

It will be remembered that, in 1832, Henry C'ay 
was a candidate for the Presidency on the Federal 
side. I believe, and such was universally the be- 
lief, that he was a Mason of the highest order; and 
that he stood upon the tip-top round of the maso- 
nic ladder. This will not be denied. 

Darias Lyman, who was an Antimason, was 
taken up and presentedto the people of Ohio as 
a candidate for the gubernatorial chair, by an Anti- 
masonic convention. This was at atime when 
that miserable and contemptible. demagogical 
hobby, Antimasonry, was at its zenith. Antima- 
soas then were as the Abolitionists are now—anti- 
Democrats; but, strange to say, the Federal Ma- 
sons to a man sustained Mr. Lyman for Governor, 
and ia turn, and by way of reciprocity, the Anti- 
masons to a man sustained Mr. Clay for the Presi- . 
deecy. Sach is the frail'y of man when beset by 
political ambition and the love of power; the so- 
lemnity of an cath, peace of conscience, and the 
sacred ties of religion, are alike their victims ‘of 
sacrifice. And I now predict, with more confi- ' 
dence than Daniel predicted the destraction of Ba- 
bylon, that all the factions opposed to the cause 
of Democracy, all the princes of factions, the 
Governors and captains, the judges, tbe coansel. 
lors, the treasurers, and the sheriffs of factions, 
will be gathered together at Ura to worship 
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image, and the Jew 
will d: sert his God and the religion of Israel, and 
the Pagan will desert his idol, and abandon the 
secred mysteries of his temple, and will fall pros- 
trate before the image at the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbat, psaliry, dulcimer, timbrel, 
jewsharp, banjo, and tambarine. Yes, sir, at the 
ned of Federalism, all other isms mast fall pros- 
trate. But it will not all do. Babylon must sink 
in wickedness, pulution, and idolatry. In the 
night of feasting and debauchery, the Cyrus of 
Democracy will destroy it. 

Yes, sir, Abolition Whigery of the North will 
be Whig Abolition of the South, both full 
blooded twins of blue light Federalism, whether in 
the North or in the South; and the man must be a 
wilful jiar or a stupid fool, who will attempt to 
affix either to the support of this Administration, or 
identify either of them with the Democratic party 
or the Democratic principles. In support of what 
I say, permit me to read two small extracts from 
the Philanthropist of March 31st, 1840. The Phi- 
Janthropist is a leading, and one of the most tho- 
roughgoing Abolition papers of the day. But here 
are the extracts. I read from a long article headed . 
“the present Administration:” 

“The present A:lministration, it is generally conceded, is eg- 
sentially Southern in its principles and policy; it is distinguished 
by its devotion to the foreign and domestic interests of slavery, 
perhaps more than by any other feature. The protection of slave 
labor seems to be its controiling principle. True, the freemen 
of the North and West number more than twice as many as 
those of the South, but they are supposed to have no pecu 
liar interests, or the protection of free labor is a minor consi- 
deration. The aristocrats vf the South give law tothe Goveru- 
ment, and Mr. Van Buren is their vassal Executive. 

“Another view of the subject we would present. Should 
the Van Buren party, after having rested its hopes ef success 
to agreat extenton its anti-Abolition warfare, be defeated, it 
would be the best thing that could happen for them, as well as 
the free States. Fron that moment the party would find it 
convenient to cut loose from the South. The conviction would 
arise that it had been leaning ona broken reed, and that there 
wasa power at home which it was of more consequente to 
conciliate than the s!av@holding interest. It is the vocation of 
Abolitioniats to emancipate parties from thraldom to this inte- ' 
rest. This they can do hy creating such a mass of anti-slavery 
sentiment in the free States, and so directing it that it s%all 

at onee erush the politician who may venture in a single par- 
ticular to pander to the wishes of theslaveholder.”” 

Comment on these extracts is unnecessary; bat I 
cannot leave them without notice. 

So far as the Administration and the Democracy 
of the free States are charged with undue Southern 
infloence and vassalage, it is a reckless falsehood 
and a broad slander, worthy of a demagogue anda | 
LIAR steeped in moral depravity and political cor- | 


mption. | 


y 
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The Administration and the Democracy of ihe 
North are as much devoted to the cause of philan- 
thropy, universal emancipation, and the happiness 
of the human family, as the modera Abclition 
Whig party. But the Administration and the De- 
mocracy of the free States are devoted, too, to the 
perpetuity of this Union, the peace and order of so- 
ciety, the preservation of the Constitution, and the 
Maintenance of the sovereignty and independence 
of the States, and the peacetul enjoyment of their 
demestic institutions, which were guarantied to 
them at the formation of the Federal Government, 
and the guarantee of which security constituted a 
principal condition upon which the Federal Union 
was formed. 

Sir, we have had some fine disquisitions in the 
President making speeches here, on the transcen- 
dent military services of the Federal candidate for 
the Presidency. 

It is not my purpose, for one moment, to throw 
the slightest shade over any fame that General 
Harrison may have acquired in the last war; but 
it must astound every national and consistent 
manin the Union, that the Federal Whigs should 
select a military man asa candidate for the Pre- 
sidency. Sir, indulge mea short time, while I 
show some of the inconsistency of this self-styled 
consistent and decency party. 

What did the Federal party say of the last war, 
and of military men? Hear them. I read from 
the O.ive Branch: 

“Let no man, who wishes to continue the war by active 
means, by vete or lending money, hare to prostrate himself 
at the altar on the fast day, for they arə actually as much 
partakers in the war as the soldier who thrusts the bayonet, 
and the judgment of God will await them. 

“Will federalists subscribe to the loan, (Government loan;) 
wilthey lend money to our national rulers? 1t is impossible,” 


“Any Federalist who lends money to the Government, must 
goand shake hands with James Madison, and claim fellowship 
with Felix Grundy. Let him no more call himself a Federai- 
ixt and friend tohis country. He will be galled by others in- 
famous !!!” r 

“It is very grateful to find that the universal sentiment is, 
that any man who lends his money to the Government at the 
Present time, will forfeit all claim to common honesty and 
common courtesy among all true friends to the country.” — Bos- 
tom Gazette. 

“We have only room this evening to say that we trust no 
true friend to hig country will be found among the subscribers 
to the Gallatin loan.” —N. Y. Evening Post. 

“No peace will ever be made till the people say there shall be 
no war. Ifthe rich now continue to furnish money, war will 
continue till the mountains are wetted with blood, till every 
field in America is white with the bones of the people.” — Dis- 
course by Elijah Parrish, D. D. 

Sir, L could read an hour from this collect’on of 
Federal sayings and doctrines, but I will not detain 
the committee; but, be it remembered, that at the 
time of these denunciations, the clouds of war 
hung the heaviest, the work of plunder, burning, 
and death, beset our whole seaboard, and our fron- 
tier was exposed to the savage rifle, the scalping 
knife and tomahawk, and the torch of the Indian 
—the Government was oppressed and borne 
down with pecuniary embarrassments—every 
institution of the Government was sinking, and 
every prospect withering, from the same cause. 


but what do we fiad now, sir? The same Federal - 


party sustaining a military man for the first office 
in their gift; for the Presidency of the United 
States; and predicating his claims upon his military 
services in that very war which they so violently 
denounced, and upon which they invoked, from the 
sacre da.tar, the vengeance? of God. But that was 
a long time ago. Well, what did the Federalists 
say in 1824, when the Democracy sustained Gen. 
Jackson for the Presidency? Why, sir, it will be 
remembered by every person who hears me, that 
every political journal in the country teemed with 
the most solemn admonitions against placing the 
Government in the hands of a military chieftain; 
we were referred to the subversion and ‘downfail 
of every Republic whch had gone before us by 
military despotism. Such warnings were in the 
mouth of every Federalist in the land at that time, 
and were brought to bear against the election of 
General Jackson, with a!l the force they could be 
urged throngh every possible medium. 

Hear Mr. Ciay, in his address to the people of 
the Cungtessional district composed of the counties 
of Fayette, Woodford, and Clark, in Kentucky: 


“In his (General Jackson’s] election to this office, too, I 
thought I perceiv the establishment of a fearful precedent, 
and Lam mistaken in all the warnings of instructive history, if 
I erred in my judgment, Undoubtedly there are other and 
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many dangers to puntie liberty; besides that whick proceeds 

from military idolatry; but Ihave yet to acquire the know- 

ledge of if, ifthere be one more perilous or more frequent.” 
{National Intelligencer, March 31, 1825. 

To this, all the Federalists said, amen. 

But here is mere. Mr. Clay, in his letter to 
Judge Brooke, dated Washington, January 28, 
1825, says: 

“As a friend of liberty, and to the permanence of our institu- 
tions, 1 cannot consent, in this early stage of their existence, by 
contributing to the election ofa military chieftain, to give the 
strongest puarantóe that this Republic will march in the fatal 
road which has conducted every other Republic to ruin.” 

[National Intelligencer, February 12, 1825. 

This was strong language, and fearful and so- 
lemn admonition. It was thought, however, by 
some, that this warning was urged with more out- 
ward than inward zeal, to secure him against the 
indignation of the Republican party and the suspi- 
cions of the Federal party, in his somerset from 
the former to the latter. Bat he continued his 
warnings in deep sighs of prophecy and Jeremiah 
lamentations. Hear what he says in 1829, at æ- 
public dinner: 

“I deprecated it (Gen. Jackson’s election) still more, because 
his elevation I believed would be the result, exclusively, of ad- 
miration and gratitude for military service, without regard to 
indispensable civil qualifications. Ican neither retract or mo- 
dify or alter any opinion which „on these subjects I have at any 
time heretofore expressed. 

“I beheld in his election an awful foreboding of the fate which 
at some fuuie day (I pray God that if it ever arrive, it ma 
be some far diatant day) was to befal this infant Republic. All 
past history had impressed on his mind this solemn apprehen- 
sion. Nor is it effaced ur weakened by cotemporancous events 
passing upon our own favored continent. 

“It is remarkable that at this epoch, at the head of nine inde- 
pendent Governments, established in both Americas, military 
officers have been placed, or have placed themselves. Gen. 
Loyalla hag by military force subverted the Republic of La 
Plata; Gen. Santa Cruzis the Chief Magistrate of Bolivia; Cel. 
Pinto of Chili; Gen. La Mar of Peru; and Gen. Bolivar of Co- 
lombia; Central America rent in pieces and bleeding at every 
pore from wounds inflicted by contending military factions, is 
under the alternate sway ot their chiefs. 

“In the Government of our nearest neighbor, an election 
conducted according to all the requirements of their Constitu- 
tion had terminated with a majority of the States in favor of 
Pedeza, the civil candidate. An insurrection was raised in be- 
half of his military rival. The cry, not exactly of bargain, bus 
of corruption, was sounded; the election was annulled, and æ 
reform effected, by proclaiming Gereral Guerrero, having only 
a minorit» of the States, duly elected President. i 

“The thunders from the surrounding forts, and the acclama- 
tions from the assembled multitudes, on the fourth, (March;> 
told us what General was at the head of our affairs,” 

(Nat. Intelligencer, March 9, 1829. 


I have one more extract to read, which is perti- 


‘| nent: and I hope it will be remembered by all who 
` hear me, and all who may read me, while I am 


reading extracts from Mr. Clay's speeches, that I 
am net reading the sentiments of a single indivi- 
dual, but the sentiments of the whole Federal tribe, 
as expressed through every Federal sheet in the 


: land, by every Federal orator, and every Federal 


babbling, noisy politician, from the largest to the 


‘ smallest, and in some instances from the pulpit 


Rees eee 


' country and her councils with execrations, 


and the sacred desk. 

Now for the last extract: 

“In 1838, not two years since, Mr. Clay said in the United 
States Senate, he (Mr. 
oing home with 
restlessness and disgust, and as returning back to annoy the 
country. What was the ground of this charge? Mr. C. had re- 
turned under urgent necessities- -his office had been unsolicited, 
and he had resolved to do his duty in these struggles and theee 
times, and he had denounced a military aspirant, and had de- 
nounced him in language which he was proud to have used, 
when he had exclaimed, ‘send us war, pestilence, and famine, 
rather than curse us with military rule;’ and if he could then 
have foreseen that this execrable measure (the Sub-Treasury 
bill) would have been introduced by the influence which he 
then deprecated, he would then have denounced it as he.did 
now, as notat all preferable to war, pestilence and famine, 
and as not inferior fo any one of them in its malign effects on 
the welfare and prosperity of the country.” —Reported in the 
National Intelligencer, June %th, 1838. 

Whata man this Mr. Clay is! From 1825 up 
to 1838, his solemn admonitions to man, and his 
sincere prayers to God, were, that our country had 
better be blighted and withered in famine, desolated 
with pestileace, and drenched in blood, than that a 
military man (General Jackson) should be Presi- 
dent, and in 1838 said, virtually, that rather than 
this Government should collect, keepsafe, and dis- 
barse its own revenue, in the management of its 
own fiscal. operations, or rather than the banks 
should cease to rule the.Government, the country, 
and the people, he preferred that the country should- 
be desolated with war, pestilence, or famine. Is 
this the raving of madness, or the madness of ra-. 
ving? , 

Mr. Chairman, if. you can find, in the whole his» 
tory of human depravity, sentiments invoiyjag, in 


.) had also been charged as having lefthis ` 


er 
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the abstract, more ‘theoretical wickedness, reckless 
ambition, and mcral debasement, than these senti- 
ments do, you will have to read that history over 
once more than I have. But ase as they were, 
benighted in wickedness as the brain must have 
been that conceived them, corrupt as the heart was 
that cherished them, and poisoned as the tongue 
‘and lips were that gave them birth, the whole Fede- 
ral pack yelped Amen to them. — But what do you 
think now, sir? Ia the face of all these solemn 
warnings and impressive admonitions, and in the 
face of all these appeals to heaven to visit this 
land with all the other combined ealamities, ejther 
of the anger of God or the folly of man, rather 
than this people should be ruled executively by a 
military man, that same Federal party, with that 
same Henry Clay at their head, are now moving 
heaven and earth to place the Executive Govern- 
ment in the hands of a military man!! Monstrous! 
and that, too, on the open and professed ground of 
transcendent military services! for no other claims 
or pretensions are urged. I will leave comment 
en such conduct to those who may read me 
with these simple inquiries. At the time of which 
I am speaking, were you sincere when you were 
warning the Democracy, in long groans, deep sighs, 
and with tears in your eyes, of the fatal conse- 
quences that would result from placing the Execu- 
tive Department of this Government in the hands 
of a military captain? If you were sincere, you 
are now pracii<ing a base fraud upon the American 
people, and voluntarily and wilfully endangering 
the civil and potitical institutions of your coun- 
try by attempting to give a military captain the 
control of the Government. ` 

Bat if you are now sincere in pushing the claims 
of General Harrison, on the ground of gratitude 
for his military services, and you believe the Go- 
vernment will be safe in the hands of a military 
chieftain, you were then practising a base fraud 
upon the American people, and your whole ef- 
fort to prevent the election of General Jackson 
was the result of deception, frand, and demagogism. 
How will you reconcile your conflicting conduct 
with an intelligent, honest, patriotic,, and candd 
people? Will you attempt an explanation of your 
condact, or will you rest your demagogisms, as you 
always have done, on what you believe to be the 
thoughtless stupidity and ignorance of what you 
call the “common people?” 

But I will proceed to examine what the military 
claims of General Harrison are; and let me remind 
you that itis not my purpose to throw the slightest 
shade over the military reputation of General 
Harrison, or pluck a leaf from the wreath which 
his successes in the field may have secured to him. 
But when General Harrisons military services are 
presented as claims upon the suffrages of the Ameri- 
can people, fer the highest civil office in their gift, 
it becomes the right and the duty of every citizen 
to examine and inquire into the character, quality, 
and extent of those services new set up as a claim. 
It is now, in the Federal sheets, and by the party 
orators, proclaimed with emphasis, and published 
in capi‘als, that General Harrison’s military career 
and military services never were assailed until 
after he was presented as a candidate for Presi- 
dent. Well, sir, this is very creditable to him, and 
a proud boast for him and his party if true; but how 
frail are all human calculations and boasts! Just 
indulge me while I blow up this political air cas- 
tle; this paper balloon, “inflated with wordy gas, 
on which General Harrison is to ride to the Presi- 
dency. f 

Here, sir, is an extract from the journals of the 

Senate of the United States, as reported in Niles’s 
Register: 
, “The Senate resumed the consideration of the joint resolu- 
tion directing medals to be struck, and, together with the thanks 
of Congress, presented to Major General Harrison and Governor 
Shelby, and for other purposes. After some disuussion, Mr. 
Lacock moved to amend the resolution, by striking therefrom 
Major General Harrison. The motion was determined in the 
affirmative, by the following vote: 

“Yeas—Mesers. Gillard, Gore, Hunter, King, Lacock, Mason, 
Reberte, Thompson, Jackson, Tait, Turner, and Varaum—12. 

‘Nays—Messrs, Bartfer, Barry, Condit, Horsey, Macon, 
Morrow, Ruggles, Talbot, Wella, and Williams—10. 

_, Whether the Senate was right or wrong in this 
signal, lasting and withering rebuke of General 
Harrison, it does not affect. the windy boast that 

General Harrison's military character never was 
assailed until he was presented as a candidate 
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-or President. It will be seen that this vote of the 
Senate was had in the fore partof 1816, jast at 
the close of the war, when the services of the brave 
were fresh in the grateful recollection of every 
friend to his country. The discription of suecess- 
ful battles dwelt in delight upon the lips of every 
patrio', and the songs in praise of these who dis- 
tinguished themselves were echoed from hill 
to hill, and from mountain to mountain, from 
one end of the continent to the other. It will be 
remembered, too, that no individual or association 
of individuals could be supposed to be better ac- 
quainted with the military character and merits of 
those who served in the last war, than were the Se- 
na‘ors of the United States. The Senate is the 
highest, most responsible, and most honorable 
ribunal in the American Government. Its mem- 
bers are composed of those who are selected for 
their wisdom, their integrity, and their patriotism. 
It is the province and the duty of the United States 
Senate to award honor and thanks to whom honor 
and thanks are due, bat this was the honor and 
thanks which were meled to General Harrison, 
at atime when the sheet of the war history had 
hardly dried, and when the echo of the song of 
praise had not died on the distant bills, 
the Senate done wrong in withholding the vote of 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I believe | 


thanks, and the medal proposed in the resolution, ' 
and so the Senate subsequently thought; for a 


vote of thanks and the medal were awarded. 


“ Bat deny me honor, rather than praise me || 


faintly,” Sach was the praise the Senate bestowed `` 


on General Harrison. 
So much for the Senate journal. I will now ask 
the Clerk to read the public letter of Joseph Dun- 


can, ex-Governor of Illinois; a staunch modern ` 


Whig, and a violent opposer of the present Admi- 

nistration. I like to convict the Whigs with evi- 

dence from their own mouths; but here is the letter. 
The Clerk read: 


Letter of General Duncan, Governor of Minois. 
: “ WASHINGTON Ciry, March 25, 1836. 

“ Dzar Sir: Your letter of the 20th has been received, and I 
most cheerfully comply with your request, in giving such an 
account of the transactions at Sandusky, as my memory, at 
this period, and my ume, will enable me to do. 


“About the 20ih of July, 1813, General Harrison, then at |— 


Lower Sandusky, hearing that the British army had crossed 
Lake Erie to Fort Meigs, being about five thousand strong, im- 
medrately changed his head quarters to Seneca, seven or eight 
miles up the Sandusky river, where he assembled his forces, 
then on the march from the interior, leaving Major Croghan, 
with about 150 men, to defend Fort Stephenson, with an under- 
standing at the time, that the fort, then in a weak and wretched 
condition, was to be abandoned, should.the enemy advance 
with artillery, butif not, to be defended to the last extremity. 

“Harrison, with his force, then small, had scarcely left us, 
before Croghan commenced putting the fort (which was only a 
stockading of small round logs, and a few log store houses) in a 
proper state of defence, in which he evinced the most admira- 
blejudgment and the most untiring perseverance. 

“Daring the last ten or twelve days that intervened between 
the time that Gen. Harrison left us and the appearance of the 
enemy, a ditch was dug, four feet deep and six feet wide, en- 
tirely round the fort, outside of the stockading, the ground for 
200 yards round the fort was cleared of timber and brush, and 
many other preparations made for the enemy. 

“About this time Gen. Harrison received information that 
the enemy had raised the siege at Fort Meigs, and had started 
in the direction of Sandusky and Camp Seneca. On receiving 
this intelligence he determined to retreat from his position, and 
immediately sent an express to Fort Stephenson, which ar- 
rived about sunrise, ordering Maj. Croghan to burn the fort, 
with ali the munitions and stores, and retreat wi hout delay to 
headquarters, giving, also, some precautionary instructions 
about the route, &c. 

“On receiving this order, Croghan instantly placed it in the 


hands of the officers, who were all present, and required them to || 


consider it and express an opinion of the propriety of obeying 
or disobeying it. The board was formed, and on putting the 
question, beginning, as usual, with the youngest officer, it was 
ascertained that a majority of us were for disobeying the order. 
Croghan returned to the room, and being informed of our direc- 
tions, said, “I am glad of il; I HAD RESOLVED To DISOBEY AT 
ALL Hazarps,” and immediately despatched an express te 
Gen. Harrison, giving him that information. Immediately on 
the arrival of this express Gen. Harrison despatched Lt. Col. 
Ball, with his equadron of dragoons, with orders fe arrest Cro- 


ghan, and bring him to headquarters, (which was done,) and | 


i: did, nor do 
; that I did my duty to my country, though not hardened inte 
' manhood, was th n, and is now, enough for me. 
: feet no hesitancy in saying injustice has been done to hin is 
! being overlooked by the Government, and the erroneous state- 
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“Soon after his return, the enemy so long expected, made his 
appearance, and demanded a surrender. Crogan answered, by 
directing Ensign Shipp to assure Generat Proctor that it weuld 
be blown to first. i 


“I need hardly say, after what has been related, that their 
apperrance, relieving usfrom our long suspense, was hailed 
Mithi seeieine joy by the Major, and most, if not all, of hs com- 
mand. 

“The excitement produced by what had occurred, and hia re- 
turn just in time to meet the enemy, inspired his command 
with an enthusiasm rarely, if ever, surpassed, and which alone 
renders man invincible. 

“The fort was forthwith besieged, cannonaded,and bombarded, ` 
from the gunboats and the batteries on land, for nearly four 
hours, without cessation; during all which ume, every efficer 
and soldier appeared to be animated by the cool and manly bear- 
ing of the commander. 

“I well remember his expression at the first sound of the bu- 
gle, given by the enemy as the signal for the charging upon the 
works. e were sitting together; he sprung upon his feet, 
saying, ‘Duncan, every man to his post, for in twenty minutes 
they willattempt to take us by storm. Recollect, when you 
hear my voice crying relief, come to me with all the men ihat 
can be spared from yvur part ofthe line.” He instantly passed 
up the line, repeating to every officer, and had scarcely got the 
men in place before the whole British army, divided into three 
columns, marched upon the fort, and made a desperate aseault, 
continuing it for near an hour, when they were repulsed with 
a loss of killed and wounded, estimated at that time to be near 


, double the number in the fort, and is stated by English writers 


to be abont ninety, 

“During the engagement, I saw Croghan often, and witnessed 
with delight his intrepid and gallant conduct, which, I firmly 
believe, never has been surpassed at any time, on any occasion. 

“In the heat of the action, I frequently heard him exclaim, 
‘huzza, my brave fellows, we are hewing them to pieces; five 
minutes more, and we'll blow them to —. By H—n, every 
officer and soldier has immortalized himself,’ &c. And through 
out the whole affair, he evinced the greatest selicitude for the 
safety of every one but himself. 

“The sagacity displayed in arranging the caynon, so as to open 
a maak embrasure to rake the enemy in the ditch, ata point evie 
dently selected by them for the breach—in placing the logs 
on ping near the tep of the picket, which could be tilted off by 
ene man, and from twenty to thirty feet long, of heavy timber, 
swept every thing before them—his activity in piling bags of 
sand against the pickets wherever the enemy attempted to make 
a breach with ‘their cannon, by which means each poiat ef 
attack grew stronger from the momeut 1t was assailed, are wor- - 


i thy ofany general at any age. 


* You are right, sir, ia my judgment, in “saying tbat the Go- 
vernment has has not done justice to Col. Croghan for his con- 
duct in that affair, which is without a parallel in the military 
annals of our country. i 

“As to myself, having acted a very subordinate part, I never 

inaw, set up any claims for distinction. To knew 


But of him 


ments of historians. f 
“M'A ffee, the historian of the late war, and Dawson, the bio- 


| gtapherof Gen. Harrison, have studiously kept eut ef view 


sent another officer to take command. By this time, in conse- ' 


quence ef his net arriving agreeably to his expectations 


and orders, the General abandoned all idea of a retreat, although | 


his munitions and stores were piled up ready tasbe set on fire 


as soon as Croghan should reach Seneca; and zt is not to be . 


doubted that ifCroghanhad arrived according to orders pry- 
General Harrison would have retreated instantly, leaving the 
whole frontier, our fleet at Erie, and the stere at Cleveland— 
the destruction of which was the object of theinvasion and 
movements down the lake—at the mercy of theenemy! ! 

“After being detained one night, Croghan returned to San- 
dusky, and was reinstated in his command; an occasion whith 
gave an indescribable joy to the officers and soldiers in the fort, 
and which only could be equalled, in intensity ogfeeline, by the 
chagrin and mortification felt at his arrest. pecially was 
the event pleasing to those officers who had sustained him in 
disobeying the order, resolved as they were, when he was ar- 
Tested, to share his fate, be it good or evil. 


that the object of the invasion was the destruction of our ships, 
under Com. Perry, at Presque Isle, and boats and stores at 
Cleveland—these were looked upon with solicitude by the Bri- 
tish—were reconnoitered —and on one or two occasions were at- 
tempted to be destroyed by landing on board their fleet, They 
have also failed to account for the movement of the whole Bri- 
tish forces down the lake, in the direction of Cleveland and 
Erie, before their defeat at Sandusky, which was attacked te 
eatisfy their Indian allies, who deinanded the scalps and plun- 
der of the place. They have kept out of view the fact that 
Gen. Harrison had determined to retreat to the interior, after 
burning all the supplies whieh he had collected; [r3~that he 
ordered Major Croghan to abandon and burn Fort Stephenson; 
that his refusal to obey, and failure to arrive at headquarters, 
prevented this retreat and consequent destruction of our fleet, 
millions of ponte stores, and exposure of five hundred miles of 
frontier to the combined enemy! 

“Both have stated that Gen. Harrison never doubted that Ma- 
jor Croghan would be able to repulse an enemy of near two 
thousand, and which they say he understood to be five thousand, 
with one hundred and thirty men, his effective force on the day 
of battle, one six-pounder with ammunition for only seven 
shots, and about forty rounds for the small arms; when the fact 
was notorious, that Gen. Harrison wus heard to say during 
the siege, when the firing could be heard in his camp, speakin, 
of Croghan, “the blood be on his own kéad; I wash my ha 
of tt!” not doubting fora moment, nor did any one with him, 
that the garrison would be cut off. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH DUNCAN. 

Col. Preston, Military Committee, Senate. 

I now submit a protestation issued from “Grand 
Camp Ohio Militia, August 29, 1913.” (I will ask 
the Clerk to read this protestation, and I regret 
itslength will prevent its introduction in my printed 
remarks; but its object and meaning will be under 
stood by the resolutions with which it concludes. 
It is signed by a number of the officers, now be- 
onging to both pollitical parties. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
i * : Š j * Therefore, 
“Resolved, That we place the most implicit confidence in his 
Excellency, Return J. Meigs, ascommander-in-chief of the mi- 
itia of this State, and that we view him as a wise and judicious 
Chief Magistrate. or ji 
“Resolved, That after the various requisitions and compli- 
cated demands from his Excelteucy, Major General arthon, 
we highly approve of his Erceltency, the Governor's, et uc t 
on the eccasion, and fully coincide with him Jn e propriety o 
leaving force sufficient to answer any em A 
“Resolved, That we regret the backward state of the prepa- 
rations was such as to exclude the troops called to the relief o 
Fort Meigs, as well those who returned as the proportion 
retained, from participating in the present campaign, for which 
they acavere ae great an anxiety. 
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“prope Ressived, That the conduct of his Excellency, the 
Commander-in-Chiel, WILLIAM H. HARRISON, or the 
Northwestern Army, on this occasion, ts shrowded in mys 


tery, and to ws perfectly tne splicadie. 


pe beh bp hh 


u Resole That the toregoing preamble and resolutions 
be signed by the general and ficld officers and commandants of 
independent corpa, approving the same ia their own and in be- 
half of their respeclive commands; and that a copy of the pro- 
ceedings be delivered by the Secretary to his Excellency the 
Governor, and a copy te the printer at Franklinton, and ‘each 
of the printers in Chillicothe, with a request that all the 
printers in the State would give publicity to the same; also 
that the same be eigned by the president and attested by the Se- 


eretary.” 
_ _ JAMES MANARY, 
Brigadier General, President. 
‘Attest: 
Ezaa Osr 


URN, 
Brigade Quartermaster, Secretary. 
RosrrT Lecas, Brig. Gen. 
Joms McDonaxp, Colonel. 
James Denny, Colonel. 
WiLL Kays, Colonel. 
Jony Furcison, Colonel. 
Isaac Bonser, Coioncl. 
James Kitcors, Major. 
Joan Wiker, Major. 
ALLEN TrimsLs, Major. 
N. Beasty, Can 1:1Com’t. 
JamEs Wirson, Major. 
Presty Morris, Brig. Major. 
Joun Boces, Major. 
Wx. Rutiepcs, Brig. Major. 
Ricwarp Hocker, Capt. Com. 
Enen Fennimorg, Brig. Q. M, 
WILLIAM KEY BOND, 
Judge Advocate.” 


When the name of William Key Bond was pro- 


nounced, Pdr. D. demanded of his colleague [Mr. | 


Bonn] if he was that man. 

[Mr. B. answered in the affirmative, and asked 
to explain. 

Mr. D. gave way. 


troops at Grand Camp of Ohio Militia, were disap- 
pointed at some of General Harrison’s movements. 
They were thought slow. They considered them- 
Selves neglected, and feared they were going to be 
disappointed in an opportunity to distinguish them- 
selves in the campaigo, which they had undertaken 
in the service of their country; and, without under- 
standing the motives which governed the movements 
of the Commander-in-chief, he had drawn up the 
protestation and resolutions which had just been 
read, and submitted them to the officers of the 
camp, who considered and adopted them, without 
a dissenting voice. He (Mr. B.) had long thought 
the officers had done General Harrison injustice. 
Mr. B. said he was young (not over twenty-one) at 
that time. Had he had the advantage ot 
years, he would have been more capab’e of appre- 
ciating the motives of General Harrison, aud his 
course wuuld have been different. He stated that 
he held a public commanication over the signalure 
of Allen Trimble, which he wished read. It was 
read, and consisted of an apology similar to that 
which Mr. B. had mace 2s above.] 

Mr. D. resumed. Mr. Chairman, my colleague 
says he was young and inexperienced when he 
drew up this protestation and resolutions, and signed 
them. I will ask him if any of the other officers, 
whose names are affixed, were older than he was. 

Mr. B. an:wered, yes; nearly ail older than bim- 
self—some thirty, some forty years of age, and 
perhaps some upward. 

Mr. D. asked Mr. B. if he had ever betore ten- 
dered to the public a recantation of his course in 
that matter. 

Mr. B. answered in the negative. 

Mr. D. What is the date of the communication 
signed Allen Frimble? 

Mr. B. Itis of the date ef January, 1840. 

Mr. D. said, these recantations have both been 
made since General Harrison was nominated for 
the Presideocy. Had General Harrison not been 
bomunated for the Presidency, they never would 
have been made. It is now upwards of twenty- 
seven years since this spread of infamy overclouded 

General Harrison; and never, in all that time, was 
this cloud attempted to be dispersed. Allen Trim- 
ble was the Governor cf Ohio for four years, and 
my colleague hastbeen a member of Congress for 
nearly six years. These names, of imposing in- 
fluence, put afloat a public manifestation of the in- 
famy and disgrace that has attached to General 


|! acted in person. 
Mr. B. said, in substance, that the officers and | 
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of slander for twenty-seven years; and for 
that time has his reputation been wither- 
ing under it, and, what is still more remark- 
able, my colleague and the ex-Governor nave all 
this time been the political friends of Gen. Harrison, 
and, with him, have lab-red at the Federal oar 
through all the surges and tempests of party strife. 
Isay that the infamy charged upon General Har- 
rison at Grand Camp Ohio Militia, ani spread to 
the four winds through the public newspaper 
sheets, has dwelt with and abided upon his reputa- 


tion for twenty-seven years, and if he had not been : 
nominated for the Presidency, this infamy, withont : 


recantation or explanation, would have followed 
his reputation to the grave, and rested upon his 
memory for all time. Gentlemen, why did you 
net come out sooner with your recantations. I 
fear you are now too late. An intelligent commu- 
nity will charge you with injustice and ingratitude, 
or they will charge you with demagoguism and an 


| attempt to practise a trick for political deception. 


Which horn of the dilemma do you prefer to hang 
upon? 
I think I have shown how mi-erably peurile the 


` vain and empty Whig boast that “Gen. Harrison’s 
military character never was assailed until he was | 
a candidate for President,” appears before the om- : 


nipo’ence of uuth, when it is remembered that the 
expose I have made ‘is from Whig evidence. 
It is vainly and pompously boasted that General 
Harrison was in more battles during tie 
last war than apy commander in the service. 

This is not true. General Harrison was not in 


i a battie during the last war; and I defy his friends 
l; to point out one in which he was present, and 
What battle was he in? Tippe- . 


canoe? That was no battle; it was a surprise by 
night, and a defeat of the American troops. 
or five hundred Indians attacked General Harri- 
son’s army, consisting of ten or fifteen hundred 
of as brave men as ever marched in defence of a 
country, in the night, when the General and his 


troops were sleeping in supposed security, and | 
r Pag pp a ‘| conducted himself well, and behaved bravely; but 


killed and wounded one hundred andeighty of 
Kentucky and Indiana’s choicest sons; and retired 


at break of day, with perhaps the loss of forty or ;' 
fifty killed and wounded. The fact thatthe Indians :; 
retired at day break does not warrant the charge | 


of defeat upon them. The attack and retreat they 
made was according to their mode of warfare. In 
the surprise of Tippecanoe, General Harrison and 
his men fought bravely; and, under all the circum- 
stances, so far as the surprise was concerned, did 
honor to the American arms and to American 
chivalry, But let no man so far disgrace the 
memory of those who fell, and the reputation of 
those who survived the battles of Monmouth, Bun- 
ker Hill, Lexington, Trenton, and many others 
of the Revolution, by calling that a battle anda 
victory, which was a surprise and a defeat. 
a perversion of terms, and if spoken in any 
other spirrit than that of gratitude and na- 
tional pride, ia or out of this country, will 
bring ridicule and derision upen him who 
speaks it. I say that General Harrison and 


his troops fought bravely at the surprise of Tippe- | 


canoe, aniI say so in pride and gratitude; so says 
a nation, in the same spirit. 

But General Harrison has been censured for 
permitting the enemy to select his camp ground. 
He has been censured for permitting himself to 
be deceived by the friendly pretensions of the 
enemy. He has been censured for not causing a 


breastwork to be raised as a security against sur- j 


rise. 

: But above all, General Harrison has been cen- 
sured fog encamping his troops on a narrow piece 
of ground, se surrounded with a deep marsh as al- 
most to cut off retreat in case of surprise. Skill 
to avoid ambuscades and defiles, and in the jadi- 
cious selection of camp grounds, have always been 
considered among the best marks of a prudent and 
wise General. 

The incautious manner in which Sempronius 
permitted Hannibal to lead him and the Romar 
troops into aff ambuscade, by which they were de- 
feated, and almost all cut off at the batile of 
Trebia, has ever been considered unwise and fa- 
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tally imprudent, and has fixed to the memcry of 
Sempronius ihe character of fiery zeal, rather than 
useful bravery. Many other fatal instances could 
be named of like imprudence. 

These are matters, so far as they relate to the 
battle of Tippecanoe, I know nothing about. I 
was a boy at the time, and six or seven hundred . 
miles from the scene of action. I have no prac- 
tical knowledge of the matter; nor have I the ad- 
vantages of the military skill, experience, and 
learning, of the two hundred and thirty-nine 
members who surround me, all of whom my col- 
league [Mr, Corwin] informs us are colonels and 
generals; for I have never been a fourth corporal. 
1 must leave the decision of the matter to 
those who were actors at that time, and to such 
experience as that of my colleague, [Mr. C.] who 
informs us that he is acolonel. But with all my 
inexperience, [ will venture one opinion, and that 
is, if the Indians had commenced the work of 
death two hours sooner; or if they had had the 
Joshua who commanded the armies of Israel and 


- Gibeon against the five kings of the Amorites, to 


have commanded the sun to stand still two hours, 
and thereby given them two hours more of dark- 
ness to have performed the woik of death, Gene- 
ral Harrison, and every man of his army, would 
have been cut off. Not aman, in all probability, 
would have been left to relate the fatal and 
bloody story. Somuch forthe “Battle of Tippe- 
canoe,” of which General Harrison is sung the 
hero ! ` 

Where do we find Gen. Harrison next? In the 
battle of the river Raisin? No: he was notin that 
battle; but there were some circumstances in rela- 
tion to Gen. Harrison, associated with that unfor- 
tunate battle and massacre, that I have heard 
talked of, which, if they existed, are not very fa- 


‘vorable to the General; but as l have no practical 


knowledge of them, I will agree, if his friends will 
do the same, to say nothing about them, and by 
such an agreement Gen. Harrison will not be the 
loser. But Iam to'd Gen. Harrison was in Fort 
Meigs when it was attackeJ; be it so: he was, and 


that was asiege and a defence: it was .no battle. 
Was Gen. Harrison a participator in the gallant 
defence of Fort Stephenson? No. Governor Dan- 
can’s letter informs us that “he ordered Maj. Cro- 
ghan to burn the post, wilh all the munitions and 
stores, and retreat, without delay, to headquar- 
ters.” Croghan refused to obey; on the contrary, 
continued his zealous and patriotic efforts to 
put the fort in a proper state of delence. 
The fort was atiacked in the manner, and 
by the force, as described in the Jetter which you 
have heard read. The defence of Fort Stephenson 
was one of the most brilliant affairs recorded in 
American history; and earned its commander, and 
those who fought with him, never fading glory. 
That defence was the first which did true and un- 
varnished honor on the frontier 10 the American arms. 
It revived the hopes and lifted from despair the 
whole Northwest, and was the first effectual check 
the haughty and savage foe met. Major Croghan 
and his brave officers and men have met a reward 
in the affections and gratitude of a nation. Be it 
remembered that the defence of Fort Stephenson, and 
all the honor and glory that attended ıt was in di- 
rect violation of the express orders of General Har- 
rson. If Major Croghan is entitled to the unmea- 
sured gratitude of the American people, the song 
of praise to General Harrison will be weak. 


What is the next battle in which we may look 
for General Harrison? The battle of the Thames? 
Yes, he was there; and of his conduct there I bave 
no faultto find; nor would I name it, except in 
his praise, but for some communications now afloat, 
evidently started for the base, mean, and unhal- 
lowed purpose of crowning General Harrison 
with the laurels which Colonel Johnson reaped 
in blood on the plains of the Thames. De- 
graded indeed must that party be, when the erip- 
pled veteran must be robbed of his honors, and be 
permited te sink in forgetfulness to the grave, with 


_his body covered with wounds received on the 


field of battle in his country’s cause, for the base 
purposes cf party. The glorious battle of the 
Thames occupies’ one of the brightest and proudest 
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pages of American history. lis history is not bet- 
ter known than the fact that Col. R. M. Jchason is 
itshero. If ingratitude could palsy the tongue, he 
would be made dumb who would deny him the 
name of hero and the conquerer of the Thames. 
The indignation of a proud and grateful nation 
will rest upon the wretch who will attempt to rob 
or steal the escutcheon dedicated by a nation’s gra- 
titude to Col. R. M. Johnson for his bravery, gal- 
lantry, and patriotism, in the battle of the Thames. 
Sir, in that batile he gained lautels which do him 
the highest honor in life and will adorn his memo- 


ry in death, while there is a free American on jj 


whose lips his name can dwell. Who ever before 
heard Gen. Harrison called the Hero of the 


Thames? Why, the phrase, “Col. Johnson, the He- | 


ro of the Thames,” is so identified with American 
pronunciation, that no tongue of the present gene- 
ration can be taught to pronounce the name of 
Gen. Harrison, as a substitute for Col. Johnson, 
by prefixing it to “Hero of the Thames.” 

Sir, this base attempt at robbery of the 
honors ef Col. Johnson necessarily compels me 
to ask your attention a few moments while I at- 
tempt a short description of the battle of the 
Thames, and the several parts that Gen. Harrison 
and Col. Johnson performed in it. 

As it is not my purpose to give a history of the 
last war, nor of the march of the Northwestern ar- 
my from Fort Malden to the river Thames, I will 
commenc: my description on the battle ground; and 
as it is the relative claims to honor of Gen. Harri- 
soa and Col. Johnson that are at issue, my descrip- 
tion shall be principally with reference to them. 

The enemy was overtaken by the American 
troops, on the river Thames, about a mile and a 
half below the Moravian towns. The British re- 
gulars, in number six or seven hundred, were 
stretched across a narrow piece of ground, with the 
river on their left, and a long deep narrow swamp 
on their right. The Indians were posted on the 
right of the British on the other side of the swamp, 
commencing at the edge of the swamp and extend- 
ing to the right in the form of a half moon. 

Colonel Johnson, with his mounted regiment, 
first overtook the enemy, and were in advance 
of the infantry some three or four miles. As soon 
as the enemy was overtaken, and his position 
known, General Harrison, who was with the in- 
fantry, was informed thereof. As soon as Colonel 
Jobnson discovered the enemy, and his position, he 
formed his troops in charging columns, except 
one company of spies, which was dismounted, 
and stretched across between the river and the 
swamp in open order before the chargiog columns, 
and fronting the British line. At the moment this 
form of attack was executed, General Harrison ar- 
rived; and, upon consultation with Colonel John- 
son, permitted him to charge the enemy, and re- 
turned himself to the infantry, which was about a 
mile at that time in the rear. When Genera! Har- 
rison left Colonel Johnson, it was supposed that the 
swamp could not be crossed. Consequently, the 
altuck could not be made upon the Indians and 
British at the same time. It was therefore agreed 
that Colonel Johnson should be permitted to fight 
the British alone, first, because there was not room 
for the cavalry and infantry to fight at the same 
time, and secondly, because infantry and cavalry 
cannot fight together on the same ground at the 
same time. After General Harrison left Colonel 
Johnson, the latter discovered that the swamp could 
be crossed. Colonel Johnson then ordered his 

brother, Lieutenant Colonel James Johnson, to take 
command of the first battalion, and attack the Bri- 
tish at the sound of the bugle, when he at the same 
moment would attack the Indians. Colonel John- 
son crossed the swamp with the second battalion, 
and, by three charging columns, made the attack 
on the Indians at the same moment that his brother 
James attacked the British, both at the sound of the 
bugle. In less than fifteen minutes after the charge 
was made on the British, they surrendered; they 
were ordered to stack their arms, and were con- 
ducted by James Johnson prisoners of war to Gen. 
. Harrison, and delivered to him at the head of the 
infantry, a milein the rear of the battle. By per- 
mission of General Harrison, James Johnson re- 
turned and joined his brother, Celonel Richard, 
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who was still fighting, and engaged with his batta- 
lion in the fight with the Indians. I have stated 
that Col. Richard M. Johnson made the attack on 
the Indians by three charging columns, but that 
mode of attack proved unsuccessful, owing to the 
thicket or underbrush and other obstructions which 
covered the ground, which made horses useless. 
The men were ordered to dismount, end fight the 
Indians in their own way, and in that way the bat- 
tle was finished, and victory obtained. 

At the onset of the battle Colonel Johnson was 
atthe head of what was called the forlorn hope, 
(twenty select men) and that hope in front of the 
charging columns. Oa the charge, and at the first 


| fire, every man of that hope was cut off or un- 


horsed, except the Colonel himself, (and one other,) 
who received several wounds. After they were 
dismounted, Col. Johnson still continued in the 
front of the battle, and between his men and the 
Indians, until he came in contact with Tecumseh, 
and shot him. When the Indians saw their Chief 
fall, they took flight, and were pursued by Major 
Thompson for some distance. Colonel Jobnson 
sunk under his wounds, and was borne from the 
field. 

Where was General Harrison during this ac- 
tion? My colleague [Mr. Corwin] says, that he 
was in the rear, where he ought to have been; but 
some of the demagogues and hired minions of the 
day, say “ihat he was in the heatof the battle, 
and in all parts of it.” The statement of one fact 
will place that falsehood in its proper place. 

Col. Johnson received five balls through his 
body and limbs. His clothes and accoutrements 
were perforated and cut from head to foot with 
balls, and the charger which he rode received 
fifteen wounds by rifle balls, of which he died 
in a few minutes after the action was over. 
How wes it, then, if General Harrison was 
“in the heat of the battle, and in every part 
of it,” that he came of without the smell of powder 
upon his garments. His escape must have been 
as miraculous as the escape of Daniel from the 
den of hungry liofls, and of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, from the fiery furnace. - The day of 
miracles has passed. General Harrison was not 
‘in the heat of the battle of the Thames, and every 
part of it,” and he had about as much to do with 
command in the action as John Rogers who was 
burnt at the stake. 

Co‘onel R. M. Johnson commanded in the battle 
of the Thames. 

“Colonel R. M. Johnson is the hero of the 
Thames.” 

I believe that General Harrison did his duty. 
Bat it is casting a dark reflection on General Har- 
rison to say that he was in the heat of the 
battle with “Governor Shelby and his infantry.” 
All the fighting was done on a square of not more 
than the fourth of a mile. If the infantry were 
present, why were the Indians not taken prisoners. 
If General Harrison could have crossed the 
swamps, and did not. he was highly to blame for 
permitting a single battalion to fight twelve or 
fifteen hundred Indians, near an hour. If he did 
cross the swamp with the infantry, and he and they 
were actually in the fight, that strips the battle 
of all its briliancy, and the American arms of 
honor; for all the Indians eseaped, except what 
fell. If the dragroons were fighting the 
Indians for near an hour in close grapple, 
why were the infantry not ordered to surround 
the Indians, and take them prisoners? Sir, at- 
tempt to rob Colonel Johnson and his gallant regi- 
meat of the glory of that battle, and that mement 
you run into inexplicable difficulties, and bring dis- 
grace upon the American arms, and dishonor upen 
the commander. The history of the battle of the 
Thames had better be permitted to stand as it is, 
and as the world understands it. The political 
cause of General Harri:on will not be advanced 
by violating truth, justice, and honor. The Ame- 


rican people, ever ready to mete the reward of į 


gratitude to those who defend their country in: he 
hour of peril, have also the capacity and discrimi- 
nation to award justice and honor to whom justice 
and honor are due. 

The gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Crary,] in 
his remarks, thought that, in the confusion and ture 
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moil of the surprise of Tippecanoe, the command- 
ing General should have been at his tent, where he 
might have been found by the officers who sought 
his orders. _To this my colleague (Col. Corwin] 
took exceptions, and favored us with many illastra- 
tions and examples to prove that the commanding 
General should be at the head of his army, and in 
the front of the battle; but when he was forced to ad- 
mit that General Harrison was in the rear of the 
battle of the Thames, with the infantry, he assured 
us, without any explanation or qualification, that 
that was the proper place for the commanding Ge- 
neral. I believe, under all the circumstances, it 
was the proper place for General Harrison. These 
circumstances I have attempted to explain, though 
my colleague left us without explanation. I will 
attempt some illustrations to prove that the rear of 
an army has not always been the position which 
commanding Generals have occupied in time of 
battle. 

In the great battle of Thymbrea between Cyrus 
and Croesus, in which the whole power of the 
Persians and Medes was arrayed against the Ly- 
dians and Assyrians, after Cyrus had finished the 
order of attack, and was prepared to make the 
onset, he drank a little wine, poured some upon the 
ground as a libation to the gods, mounted his horse 
in the front of his army, and called out, “Follow 
me.” He continued to fight in front of the army 
until the battle was finished. 

Alexander the Great commanded in person the 
right wing of his army against the Persians at the 
battle of the Granicus; he was the first to enter 
the river, and to meet and encounter the enemy 
on the other side. He continued to fight in the 
front ranks until victory was his. 

The same Alexander was the first to mount the 
walls of Odyracea and plunge himself into the 
thickest of the enemy, when his army stormed that 


city. 

Hannibal fought in the front ranks of the battle 
Cannæ. 

In the celebrated battle between Cæsar and Pom- 
pey, the former was in the front ranks from the 
commencement of the engagement until the latter, 
with his troops, was routed. 

Miltiades fought in person at the head and 
front of his army against the Persians, in the 
memorable battle ef Marathon. 

But later, (and my colleague brings it to my 
mind,) when Napoleon attempted to pass a bridge 
at Lodi, his troops were cut off as fast as they were 
marched up, colamn after columa. He rushed to 
the head of the foremost column, in the midst of 
the thickest fire, seized the standard, and ordered 
his troops to follow him. So, sir, commanding 
generals have not always posted themselves in the 
rear at the time of battle. 

I would not have presented these illustrations 
with a view to apply them to General Harrison’s 
position at the bautle of the Thames, only that my 
colleague seemed desirous of turning his pesition 
to some political advantage, by assigning the rear 
as the proper place for him. 

My colleague seemed to lay claim to the Presi- 
dency for General Harrison, because his history 
covered a great part of the history of this country, 
That argument, of itself, has but little weight in it. 
Some of the basest and most perfidious wretches 
that ever disgraced the image of man, and the 
vilest scourges that ever lived to curse the hu- 
man family, have occupied the largest portion 
of history, and their names, though known in 
infamy alone, stand foremost on the records of hu- 
man history. Itis not the histerical recollections 
of any man that secures to him respect and confi- 
dence in his own day. The man who has rendered 
services, civil or military, will find those services 
written in the hearts of his countrymen, and their 
affectionate remembrance will be transmitted to 
their posterity. If General Harrison has rendered 
services to his country which have not been can- 
celled, there is always a spirit of gratitude identi- 
fied with, and forming a part of, the very nature of 
he American people, to reward them whenever 
the demand is made, = that it be not at the ex- 

nse or political principle. : 

Pas General Harrison uncancelled claims ypon 
his country, and what are their character? If they 
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are pecuniary, present them. Are they upon the 
gratitude of the peop'e? Ir so, how are they to be 
liquidated? By a sacrifice of all political principie 
oa the part of the Democracy of this country, do 
you suppose? No, sir. The Republicans of this 
country hold their Democratic princip'es too sacred 
to barter them off in gratitude fur any man’s servi- 
ces, however valuable they may have been. If 
. General Jackson, at any lime in the zenith of his 
popularity, with all the brilliancy and glory 
that surrounded his name, and ali his transcen- 
dent services that constituted his country’s boast, 
with all the unmeasured and unmeasurable flow 
. of pational gratitude in his favor, had, in the 
course of his political career, deserted or aban- 
doned one of the fundamental principles of Demo- 
cracy, the Republican party would have abandoned 
him politically, though they would have retained 
their gratitude for his services. Nor, sir, if the 


Father of our Country were to rise from the tomb - 


-and walk forth amongst us, demanding of the Re- 
pablican party a sacrifice of their principles at the 
. shrine of gratitude, it would be denied him. Grati- 
tade is one thing with the Democracy, and politcal 


| 
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principle is another—the latter never can be sa- ` 


crified to the former. But more of this before I 
«loge. 

I desire to inquire if the Federal party are sin- 
cere in their manifestations of gratitude to General 
Harrison for his military services. I have before 
exposed their inconsistency in relation to their sup- 

tt of a military chieftain for the Presidency; but 

now desire to kaow whether all this show has 
any foundation in gratitude. Gratitade is one of 
~ the noblest principles that claims a res:dence in the 
human bosom, while hypocrisy is one of the vilest 
that currupts the heart of man. And now, sir, I 
fearlessly assert, that all this parade of gratitude for 
the military services of General Harrison is fiction 


and flammery; it is the result of contemptible de- | 


wagoguism and corrupt hypocrisy for the purposes 
of party deception. You have neither confidence 
in the skill and qualifications of Gen. Harrison, 
nor gratitude fir his services. 


J say you bave na confidence in his skill or  guliGcationa, and 
having none yourselves, (you, the Federal leaders,) you believe 
secretly that the American people have none; hence it is you 

` deeun ii necessary, asa substitute for the want of confideuce, to 

_« thatch the country with certificates, thick and numerous as 
lgaves in autumn. Why, sir, I hoid a speech in my hand—a long 
speech—made and published by my colleague, (Mr. Goong, } 
literaily made up of certificates, to prove that Gencral Harrison 
has done some service to his country. So it is with every speech 
made here; one halfof the contents of every Federal newspa- 

` per consists in certificates of General Harrison's military ser- 
vices. Every wind that whistles past us rattles with certifi- 
cates, paper resolves, dinner-party harangues, and stump ora- 
tion: 
has been a General—has done service to his country—and is 

- -pow a military chiefiain; all of which, with the reflecting man, 
only goes to prove that the manufacturers of those certificates be- 
Tieve that the man for whom they are certifying has httle or no 
hold on the confidence and affections of the people. If General 
Harrison has rendered services of such a character as to entitle 
him to the first office in the gift of the American peuple, do you 
suppose they don’t know i1? If he hasnot rendered such ser- 
vice, dv you suppose you can manufacture a pasteboard Gene- 
ral oat of shinpiaster certificates, and pass him off for a milita 
ry chieftain? G you do, you will find yourselves as much mis- 
taken av you were in the political effects of Jolin Binns’s coffin 
handbills. i . 

Bir, I think your array of certificates degrades General Har- 
rison. If} were his political friend, as I am his personal, I 
would deprecate and denounce your certificate system as degra- 
ding and politically impolitic. As itis with me, I say General 
Harrison deserves better and more dignified treatment. By 

` gucb a course oftreatment, you fasten upon his name in life. 

` and his memory in death, the odious cognomen of “the certifi- 
cate General.” lf you are sincere in your demonstrations of 
itude for the services of General Harrison, why did you 

fet them sleep, almost without notice, for more than a quarter 
ofa century? Why did you let one entire generation pass 
away, and part of another, without even waking them up by 
the thundering artillery, in celebration of the “battle of Tippe- 
canoe?” Whoever heard of the celebration of the “battle of 
Tippecanoe,” until after the lapse of more than a quarter of a 
century? . Why did you Jet General Harrison glide down the 
hill of time to ite very horizon, before you once thought of 
gladdening his heart by demonstratione of gratitude for his 
rilous services in “the battleof Tippecanoe?’ Now when 

e is treading on the broken and decayed planks of the bridge of 
time, when the clouds of night begin to thicken about 
hie head—when the death befl of threescore and ten 
begins to ring in his ears, just when the Divine lease for 
the longest life of man is about to expire, and just when, ac- 
cording to the terms of that lease, he must take hisleap from the 
horizon of time to eternity; just when, with all your demonstra- 
tuons of gratitnde, if even accompanied with artillery’s londest 
thundering peale, you can hardly quicken the pulsation of the 
relaxed, time-worn artery, as it drives the stream) of life sing- 
gishly along its qnivering channel, you commence celebrating 

“the battle of Tippecanoe’? You are net sincere, I repeat. 

Au our outward demonstrations of gratitude are nothing but 

cani and hypocrisy, worthy of a demagogue and n reckless and 

- unprincipled faction, whe stand prepared to seiga and possess 


aor 
í 


leo prove that the Federal candidate for the Presidency ; 
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yourselves of power, even at the eacrifice of the principlea of 
four Government and the prostration of your tree institutions. 
tis power and office you are hunting after, as the hungry hye- 
aa howls across the sultry desert of Sahara. 

Butare you sincere; and do you really want to cast your 
sullrage for a military man? Then I praseut you the name of 
Colonel Richard M. Johnson. He isa candidate not for the 
first officein your gift, but forthe second. He has done ser- 
vice tə his country. He has distinguished himself asa states- 
man ia the Cabinet, and asa soldier inthe field. His name 
stands foremost of all now living in the history of his country’s 

raise. His civil life has been devoted to his country’s highest 
interesta. The free iustitutionsof the Government have ever 
received a steady and powerful support from his hand while in 
the councils of the nation. The claimsof the Revolutionary 
soldier have always had his strictestattention. While a mem- 
ber of Congress, histime, his talents, and his infiuence, have 
been devoted tu that remnant, who linger in lif? and old age, 
onty to tink the living with the dead, and to tell with living lips, 
anla warm heats, the stories of the Revatution. The never 
ceasing praise of the soldizr’s widow and the soldier’s orphan 
are his. {fis heart 1s formed of kindness. and melts at the de- 


mand of charity and need. His home isthe homeofthe poor ` 


man. His table standsepread for the hungry, and his purse 
igever opento the purposes ofcharity and humanity. Then 
Col. Johnson has some civil claims upon your suffrage. He is 
the friend of the human family; will you cast him your aul- 
ti 
and in this Federal day of military jubilee. But he too is a 
military chieftain. He fought in the same war with General 
Harrison. He fought the enemy two to one on the plains of 
the Thames; conquered and caine off victotious, covered with 
wounds. ‘He is the hero of the Thames.” 

itis deeds of daring, bravery, and patriotism, are recorded in 
the hearts of an affectionate ple; the song of praise and a 
nation’s gratitude are his. Jis claims present themselves not 
on monuments, or slabs of marble, nor need you turn to histo- 
ry’s page for them—they live in the bo:om of freemen—they 
animate the grateful hearts of freemen, and dwell ia delight 
upon the lips of those who love to praise their country. He 
comes not enveloped in a cloud of shinplaster certificates to 
prove he has fought his country’s battles. No, sir; the hacked 
weapons of our country’s fue, the bones of the enemy that 
bleach on the plains of the Thames, a limping gait, and a body 
covered with deep wounds and scars received in deadly conflict, 
hardly yet cicatrized, are his certificates. The manly and no- 
ble indignation of a proud people would be the reward, and reat 
upou him who would attempt to establish Colonel Johnson’s 
services in the field or the cabinet by paper certificates—snch 
a one would be spurned from his presence, scouted from socie- 
ty, and held in contempt. Isay the scars that cover his body 
are hiscertificates. His certificates will go down to the grave 
with him; but they will live in menory while an American 
heart beats in love tor ita country, and until the tongue that 
praises is struck dumb. 

Will you (the Feacralists) cast your suffrages for Colonel 
Johnson for the second office in your gif? No, you will not. 
‘The epitaph of “poor John Woods” will cover every ticket that 
Colonel Johnson will receive from the gpered fingered Federal 
Bank Abolition Whigs at the next Presidential election. 

There have been times when the reckless ambition of party 
gave way to the full sway of merited gratitude, when all 
were prepared to award to merit herdue. At the fierce and 
bloody battle of Ithoma, between the Massineans and the 


Lacademoniana, two individuals who had distinguished them- | 


selves most in the batie on the side of the Massineans, after 
the close of the battle, were competitors for the prize of glory 
and honor. They were Aristomenes aad Cleonis. The for- 
mer had slain a great many of the enemy, and distinguished 


himself in a most signal manner; but came outof the fight | 


without wounds or the loss of blood. Cleonis had distinguished 


himself equally with his competitor, and slain an equal num- | 


ber of the enemy; but was so covered with wounds, and such 
was his loss of blood, that he had to be carried from the field. 
Each argued his case before the court military in presence 
of the whole army. Cleonis founded bis claims upon the 
great number of the enemy he had slain, and the number of 
wounds with which he was covered, were so many certificates 
of his bravery. Aristomenes contended that he had displayed as 
much conrage, and slain as many of the enemy as his competitor, 
and had borne him on his shoulders in his helpless condition from 
tne field, and he was sorry to find that Cleonis should want grati- 
tude. Cleonis replied, that if Aristomenes hal endangered his 
person as much ashe had, he was very fortunate in escaping 
unhurt; and that his cai rying him off the field only showed his 
strength of body, not his courage. 


of his adversaries was to hia credit, rather than to his disad- 
vantage, and ought to be so considered. If it was by cowardice 
(and that no one would charge upon him) he saved himself 
from wounds, he ought, indeed, to be on his trial for punish- 
ment and infam 


The friends of General Harrison and the friends of Colonel i 
Johnson have placed them before the American people, and ' 


contend.on their behalf, for each, the award of glory and honor 
gained in the battle of the Thames. Colonel Johnson com- 
manded, fought, slew the enemy, conquered, and was borne off 
the field, covered with wounds, and sinking from the loss of 
blood. General Harrison didi not command, did not fight, and 
left the field without wounds, or loss of blood. To which will 
you award the honor, Cleonis or Aristomenes? 

No, sir: Colonel Johnson will receive no Federal votes, not 
even for the secon] office in your gift, while Genera! Harrison 
will receive every Federal vote in the Union for the first 
office. 

It is not military fame nor civil services that von are trying 


to reward; your great object is_to overthrow a Democratic Ad- | 


ministration, and establish a Federal Administration. You 
are emphatica'ly the Federal party. T care not what name 
you periodically assumes to ygurselves. You are the same 
party who endeavored to strip the States of all sovereignty and 
independence, and establish a central and consolidated Federal 
Government, at the commencement of our political Union. 
You are the same party that passed and maintained the odious 
and disgraceful alien and sedition laws. You are the same 
party who, from the commencement of the Government to this 
day, have been exerting yourselves to the extent of your pow- 
ersand abilities to fix upon this nation and this people a great’ 
central moneyed power in the character of a National Bank, 
the tendency amd nature of which is to establish two distinct or- 
dere of society, and make the one hewers of wood and drawers 


Aristomenes rejoined, that . 
the fact of his having the skill and power to ward off the blows | 
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* Jefferson, hid their Bibles in hollow trees, in the woods. 


No, he must bea military man these chivalroustimes, .; 


H. of Reps. 


of water to the other. You are the same party, with some jin- 
dividual exceptions, who were opposed to the Jast war with 
Great Britain, and wilt be to thenext. You are the same party 
who were arrayed against the election and administration of 
Thomas Jefferson, and to every other Democratic Administra- 
tion from that time to this. You are the same pa ty who have 
ever held in contempt the free exercise of the elective franchise, 
and sneer atthe right of instruction, and have more than once 
violated both. Caricature, slander, and falsehood, were the 
means by which you electioneered against Thomas Jef- 
ferson; and they are the means by which you electioneer now, 
and have from that time to this. 

Thomas Jefferson was denounced as an atheist, and many of 
the good and unsuspecting people were taught to believe that if 
he should be elected President of the United States, all the pub- 
lic houses dedicated to the worship of God would be turned into 
houses of infamy and debauchery. ‘That the land would be 
overspread with French infidelity, and all the Bibles would ba 
burnt; and so strong were these impressions enforced, that ma- 
ny of the pious matrons, on hearing of the election of Thomas 

ae 
ricature! Yes, sir, l hold in my hand a caricatnre, entitled, 
“Modern Philanthropy, or The Age of Reason,’ and “dedi- 
cated respec fully to Lum Jefferssn, Tom Paine,the devil 
and Black Sall.” 

In thìs caricature, you see Thomas Jefferson is represented 
in the act of cowhiding an old lady, with a grasp by the throat 
go tight, that her eye balls are started from their sockets, her 
tongue lolled out, and she upon her knees, with her arma 


stretched out in an imploring attitude; her Bible is under his 


foot. 

Tom Paine ia represented as having one hand on Jeffersen’s 
shoulder, and the other stretched out, with his Age of Reason 
init. Black Sali stands on the right, and the Sait mountain ia 


’ geen at a distance throughthe windew. Yes, sir, one of the Fe- 


i 


deral modes of electioneering at that day, was by degrading 
caricatures, ever considered, since the dawn of civilization, 
the basest and meanest mode of libelling. Soa, too, it was the 
Federal mode of electioneering in 1824, aud 1828. Iholdin my 
hand one of John Binns’s coffin handbills, on which, you see, is 
represented eighteen coffins, said on the bill to correspond with 
the number of innocent and unoffending persons that General 
Jackson murdered, either himself, or caused tobe shot. Also, 
a short biographical sketch of the life and death of those unfor- 
tunate victims of General Jacksons barbarity, each concludin; 
with a verse or two of solemn poetry, set to the tune of Ol 
Hundred. Here, also, is the tomb of “Poor John Woods,” 
with his epitaph written. This was one ofthe Federal modes 
of electioneering in 1824 and 1828; and it is one of the Federal 
modes now of electioneering. 1 hold in my hand a caricature, 
which represents Mr. Van Buien by the body of a reptile, with 
the head ofa man, winding his way up a steep rock, and Gene- 
ral Jackson by the boly of a tortoise and the head of a man, de- 
scending irom the top of the same rock, with the inscription un- 
derneath— 

“High places in Government, like steep rocks, only acces- 
sible to eagles and reptiles.” 

Yes, sir, caricature is one of the modes of electioneering now. 

The federal party now are the same party called the Fede- 
ralists in 1798—their principles are the same, and their base 
and slanderous mo?e of electioneering is the same. Tens of 
thousands and hundreds of thousands of these vile panders of 
falsehood and slander have been franked by Whig members, 
and sent from this Capito! by mail, at the public expense, and 
distributed all over the Union to advance the cause of the “tog 
cabin candidate” for the Presidency. How often have the 
pe :ple rebuked such base conduct-- such degrading attempts at 
Insult upon their understanding! When will these Whigs learn 
wisdom; when will they learn to appreciate the intelligence of 
the people? 

General Harrison has been presented as the available candi- 
date by the Whigs. What makes him available? Is it be- 
cause he is a military man? Ifitis intended he shall be avail- 
able by the Democracy, he wants another requisite. He must 
bea Democrat. General Jackson was elected President, not 
merely because he was a military man, not merely becanse he 
had rendered transcendent military services to his country in 
her darkest hour and greatest peril, but because he was a De- 
mocrat, andhad always been identified with the Democratic 
party. General Harrison refuses to inform us what his politi- 
cal principles are at this time.and what his viewsare in rela- 
tien to the great questions that interest this country at this 
time, and his political conscience keepers refuse to answer 
for him. We must, therefore, be governed in this matter by 
eircumsiances. John Randolph called Gen. Harrison a Federal- 
ist to his face in Congress,and said that he (Harrison) wasa friend 
to the Federal black cockade administration of old John Adams, 
General Harrison did not deny the former, and he virtually ad- 
mitted the latter. To my knowlege, and to the knowledge of all 
who have known him as I have, General Harrison has been 
acting with the Federal party for twenty years, and sustaining 
all their measures, principles, and policy. Iknowhim to have 
been ın ‘avor of the recharter of the Bank of the Usited States. 
1 know him to have been opposed to the removal ofthe deposites 
of the public money from the Bank of the United States and the 
br inches thereof. . He is opposed to a separation of the Govern- 
ment from the rotten, tottering, and swindling banking insti- 
tutions of this day; consequently, he is opposed to the es- 
tablishment of an independent, constitutienal, and national 
Treasury. Like the party to which he belongs, and whose 
candidate he is, he is in favor of a high protective tariff, 
shinplaster currency, a national debt, surplus revenue, and 
splended schemes of internal improvement, and consequently 
impost taxes. In short. he is in favor of the Hamiltonian sys- 
tem of policy; a system by which two hundred millions of the 
British debt have been saddled upon this country and this peo- 
ple, and under which the commercial community are now 
groaning; a splendid Government, an aristocratic order, and a 
poor people, will he the offspring afsuch a policy. 

Ave we to be told that the present State debts, which have 
proluce the scarcity of money and the depreseed price of pro- 
duce which now exist, grew ont ef the policy of this or the Jast 
National Administration? These Administrations have had about 
ae mich te do with the State debts, and the State improve- 
ments which have created the debts, as the Government of 
Epain. 

Pire we io be told that the system cf credit and the use of pa- 
per money, which are the parents of all the embarrassments, 
pecuniary and commercial, had their origin with this or the 
‘ast Administration? Why. sir, it has been ecardinal maxim, 
and a fundamental principle with this and the las 
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Administration, to esiablish a sound, uniform, and 
constitutional currency, by which that very policy, so 
pernicions ta, and destructive of, our best interests, would be 
put down. I mean the banking paper and credit system, which 
is the sourve and tountain of a't our dithculties and embarrass- 
ments, anda system which had its origin with the financial 
administranon of Alexander Hamilton, and the intreduction of 
his Nations! Bunk and credit policy. The struggle now be- 
tween the two great conteading partes, is whether the Hamil- 
tonian Bank cred: and paper currency system shall be revived, 
confirmed, and faxened upon tme country, with ail the train 
of evils which have, and will again, follow such a 
eystem, such ag a national debt, heavy impost taxes, 
an unsound currency, bark suspensions, bank failures, and 
bank blow-ups, paper contractions and paper expansions, 
high prices to-day and low prices to-morrow, &c. or shall we 
establish a wand and uniform currency, the currency contem- 

lated by the patriots of the Revolution and the framers of the 

onsututivn, ao! a Currency, Loa, thai will entores regularity in 
trad 
erervanicte of bargun and barter? Shall we limit our revenue 
to the wania of the Govesnment, and keep our public improve- 
menis and expen litures wishin our means, and within the con 
aitutional powers of Congress? In short, is it not beter that 
we should have a limited Government, with free institutiona—a 
poor Government, and a rich peeple? 


The Question now is, General Harrison, a National Rank, a | 
eplendi 


Gov: rament, poor people, a shinplaster currency, and 
a priviledged order, against Martin Van Buren,a sound cur- 
rency, an Independent Treasury, (independent of the banks,) 
rigid economy, a poor Government, a rich people, and equal 
rights. Which side do you take, sit? and as I cannot answer that 
question, I will ell you which side | wake; 1 ge for Kindethook, 
and the Independent Treasury; I gs withthe hard handed indus- 


try; go with thoee who depend upon their own resources fer their | 


living; the farmer and the mechanic, all of which constitate 
the Democracy of this country and of every cther. Yes, sir, I 
go with them against Gen. flarrison, a National Bank, and the 
modern Whig party, whoare made up of 


Coxcombs and dandies, and loa ‘ers and nibblers; 
Shavers and blackizga, and p diers ard scribblers: 
Bankers and brokers, and cunning buffo ‘ns; 

Thieves that steal millions, and thieves that steal spoons; 
Rascals in ruffles, and raecals in rage; 
Beggars in cuachea, and beggars on naga; 
Quackers and doctors, with scalpeis and squills; 
Peuifoegers and lawyers, with green bags and bills; 
Shylocks unfeeling, and dealers in stocks; 

Some dashing fine ladies! in splendid silk frocks. 
Buch is the crew that fur Harrison bellows, 

Always excepting some very fine fellows. 


Do you desire to know the feeiings of the Western people in 
relation to Harrison, Jackson, Johnson, and their relative ser- 
vices? Icantell you. It a Western man is asked hia opinion 
of General Harrison, his anewer will be, nineteen times out 
of twenty, that General Harrison is a very good man, and was 
atolerable General. He has done his country some service, and 
that perhaps he discharged his official duties in the last war, 


about as wellas could expected, all circumstances 
considered. This, sir, I repeat, will be the gene- 
ral answer. Ta some instances a higher opinion 


will be expressed—in some ins:ances a lower one. My 
colleagues on this floor, Whigs and Democrats, will bear me out 
in what I say; but when you hear Jackson and Johnson named, 
they are named in praise and song, in affection and pride. Yes, 


sir, in praise and song. Were you ever ata corn shucking in | 


the West? If you were, you never left it without hearing the 
woo! hat and linsey hunting-shirt boys sing— 

Mary Rogers are a ease, 

And go are Sally Theranson, 

General Jackson are a horee, 

And so are Colonel Johnzon. 


I ace, sir, in some of the Western Whig papers, the name 
a Harrison Democrats” This isa new name under the sun. 
Well, sir, as the world grows older names will increase. 
New names will rnn pari passu with the world’s age and 
with the cunning and trickery of Federalism. ‘Harrison 
Democrats” in the West are like the Frenchman’s fea: 
when you attempt to pnt you finger on them they are 
not there. “Harrison Democrats” may be put ia the list 
with mermaids, sea serpents, and unicorns. They are 
names in fancy, fiction, and poetry. Sir, if you can catch a 
- “Harrison Democrat,” take him to Ohio and exhibithim. 1 
would advise you also to accompany the exhibition with a 
Whig buffoon that can jump “Jim Crow” to the music of the 
psalter, tambarine, and the sackbut. You will clear more hard 
cash in one day than you will by piaying Congressman a 
month. 
In conclusion, let mesay, the Democracy understand and ap- 
preciate their principles. They have stoed by them in pros- 
perity and adversity, through hank panics and Federal frauds, 
through good and through - vil report. They are not now to 
be driven from their porition by the s'ale cry of “panic !” 
“ panic!” or drawn from their principles by the empty show 
and buffoon diplay of log cabins, hard cider, and shinplaster- 
certificate-military-renown. Principle is the watchword 
with the Democracy, and principle they will maintain. The 
Democracy of this country hug to their bosoms, and cherish in 
therr hearts their principles as they revere the sacred memo- 
ries of their ancertors, who secured them with their treasure, 
their blood, and their lives; they will as soon be guilty of the 
base ingratitude of forgetiing ihe one, as to desert the other, 
either by threats, flattery, or bribery. 


EDT PEE CT TE TERT 
PUBLIC EXPENDITURES, 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE. 
Tuurspiy, May 7, 1840, 

On acommunication trom the Secretary off the 
Treasury, in reply to a resolution offered by (Mr 
Benton, giving a summary of the items and agert. 
gale expenditures of the Government from 1824, 
included, up to 1839. : 

After some remarks by Messrs. Bunron, and 
PRESTON, a 


Praga and Comesiic, and uniformity in the prices of ' 


Mr. BROWN sa‘d, that he was not aware that 
the printing of the}important report which had been 
communicated to the Senate by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, on the public expenditure, would 
come up for consideration, until he had taken his 
seat this morning. When, however, he had heard 
the Administration and its friends denounced as 
guilty of extravagance in the expenditure of the 
public money, by gentlemen in opp sition; when 
he recollected the course which had been pursued 
by himself and most of his political friends, in re- 
gard to appropriations; aad when he remembered 
what had been that of the Opposition on the same 
subject, for years past, in the two Houses of 
Congress, he could not refrain from expressing the 
surprise, as well as deep indignation, which he 
felt. He had occupied a seat in that body for 
more than ten years, and he could say, without the 
fear of contradiction, that the Opposition, asa body, 
in the two Houses of Congress, had aided more, by 
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their votes, to increase the public expenditures, | 


then the friends of the Administration. 


When he had first become a member of the Senate, 


he had found the friends of the adminis ration of 
President Jackson anxious te discharge the national 
debt, which, at the close of the admini-tration of 


Mr. Adams, amounted to about forty millions, - 


and at the same time in favor of reducing the 
burdens which an oppressive tariff had imposed 
on thecountry. On the other hand he had found 
the opposition to the administration of President 


Jackson, who at that time were mostly composed |: 
of the miscalled America System party, opposed to |: 


the immediate discharge of the national debt, and 
in favor of the continuance of a h’gh tariff. The 
positions then occupied by the two great parties 


which divided the country at that time on these | 
policy, could | 


important questions of national 


B85 
‘Benate. 


kept up alone by large expenditure.’ He remem- 
bered the very great ability with which this meá- 
sure had been opposed by the late Generat Hayne, 
then a member of that body, to whose great worth 
and eminent talents, he availed himself, with great 
pleasure, of that occasion to offer the humble tri- 
bute of his sincere admiration. 

Besides cpposing it upon the ground that it was a 
departure from the principles on which the system 
was originally established, and which was intended 
to apply only to thatclass of officers and soldiers, 
who, having abandoned the pursuits of private 
life, had made arms a profession, and not to the 
mere citizen soldier, who had been called into the 
public service for short periods, he considered the 
extension of the system as favoring a part of that 
great scheme of permanent public expenditure, 
which the American System party then meditated 
and were endeavoring to fix upon the country, asa 
part of our national policy. ; 

He, Mr. B. had deemed his duty to vote against 
this measure, which, in addition to thé pension 
system before in operation, had, the very first year 
that it went into effect, taken from the‘public Trea- 
sury near four millions and a half of dollars. He 
had opposed, together with a majority of his poli- 
lical friends in the two Elouses of Congress, that 
other important branch of the American system, 
appropriations for harbors and internal improve- 
ments, together with the numerous other contri- 
vances, by which that party had uniformly endea- 
vored to increase the public expenditures.’ He 
admitted that a portion of his political friends were 
not free from censure in this respect, who by occa- 


i sionally acting with the American System'party, 


leave no doubt on the mind of any one, as to who | 


were, and, who were not in favor of a system of 
extravagant expenditure. One of the parties de- 
sired to postpone the payment of the national 
debt, and to keep up their favorite system of high 
duties. The most easy and obvious way to do 
this, was to make large and wasteful appropria- 
tions of the public money. This was the aliment 
which alone could keep alive the tariff, and ren- 
der it a permanent system. 

Hence it was that every scheme to expend the 
public money was devised and brought forward 
by the American System party, at that time, who 
were mainly in opposition to the administration 
of President Jackson, in order to save their fa- 
vorite system from the doom which inevitably 
awaited it without some such aid. 

To arrest these enormous schemes of extrava- 
gance, then brought forward by the Federal 
party, and which disregarded alike the bounds of 
moderation and the limits of the Constitution, the 
veto power was repeatedly resorted to by the Ex- 
ecutive. For having thus interposed the autho- 
rity with which he was clothed, to save the Con- 
stitution from total overthrow, and the nation 
from being burdened wi.h an oppressive tariff and 
a permanent system of extravagant expenditure, 
some of the very party who are now such lovers of 
economy in profession, pronounced him an arbitra- 
ry tyrant, who deserved to be brought to the block. 
If their system had prevailed, the large national 
debtremaining unpaid at the close of the admi- 
nistration of Mr. Adams, would probably conti- 
nue to exist at this day,-And an annual expendi- 
ture far larger than thepresent, would have been 
permanen'ly fixed op’the country. 

The extravagayf degree to which the pension 
system had beef carried at that time, was a con- 


mainly byAfie votes of the same party. 
jón the militia, which had drawn so many 
from the Treasury, was reported §by an 
sition Senator; and while candor compelled 
to admit that a large portion of the 
friends of the Adminiswration voted for 
that measure, yet it was suprorted still more 
unanimously by the American System party, 
whose motives, it was believed, were not exclu- 
sively those of patriotic respect and regard for the 
venerable men of the Revolution, but partook 
largely of a regard for the tarif, which could be 


e same policy, and was carried | 


ae 


had, in some instances, enabled them to carry out 
their policy. cas 
But what he mainly complained of was, that the 
very party who had forced a policy upon the coun- 
try, which, for a series of years, had brought into 


. the Treasury millions of dollars beyond its wants, 
: and thus rendered its expenditure, in some way or 
` other, either in the shape of appropriations or of 
' deposites with the States, a matter of absolute ne- 


ceasity—for it could not remain idle in the public 
Treasury—that they,the very party who. had torced 
this policy, on the country, and who were, on 
every fair principle, to be considered as the authors 
of the mischiefs consequent on it, were how, ip or- 
der to answer political purposes, endeavorihg to 
hold others responsible for that which they them- 
selves were truly answerable to the country. 
Again, what;he complained of was the disingénuot 
means resorted to by those now endéavoriiig to 
break down the present Administration; and: who, 
scrupling at nothing to effect their object, endea- 
vored to ho!d others accountable for tHat very’ éx- 
travagance,which the journals of the two Houses of 
Congress would incontrovertibly show had been 
mainly brcught about by their own votes, from the 
commencement of President Jackson's administra- 
tion down to the present period. i ites 

The small number of the journals of the two 
Houses of Congress which were annually printed, 
and the consequent difficulty that the great boy of 
the people had to encounter in arriving at the trul 
in regard tothe votes of the respective political 
parties in Congress, had furnished a great facility 
to the Opposition, to practise the impositions on this 
subject, and to pass off those flagrant misrepre- 
sentations on the people, which had been so ex- 
tensively resorted to in the present contest between 
pariies. A reference, however, to the distinctive 
principles which had for years past so clearly 
marked the two parties in this country, would shed 
a volume of light on this subject, and would not fail 
to inform the people who have been, and who now 
are, the friends of extravagant expenditure. | 

The great mass of the Opposition party, ‘with the 
exception of some of their Southern allies, have 
been, and continue to be, friends of a high tariff, 
and an unlimited construction of the Constitution, 
embracing the power to make all kinds peat be 
gant and unauthorized appropriations. . pa aa 
trines plainly indicate the motives opera i i 
those who possess them, to favor a large system o 

i leave no donbt, even if other 

expenditure, and can leave ne h bli 
evidence were absent, as to the party whose policy, 
ose interests, and whose votes, haye all come 
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bined to swell the public expenditures. In this 


way it was hoped to keep up the former tariff, and 


in this way it is hoped to create the necessity for a 
new one. : 

On the other hand, (sail Mr. B.) the great 
mass of the friends of the past and pres:nt Admi- 
nistrations have been, and continue to be, opposed 


to a system of high duties, and are in favor of a li- ; 


mited construction of the Constitution of the United 
States. Here, then, are unerring tests by which to 
try the two political parties, in regard to the ques- 
tion of extravagance—tests, even if recorded evi- 
dence could not be adduced, that distinctly point 
out to the people of the United States the real 

-enemies of an economical administration of the 
Government, and those who are friendly to such 
an administration of the public finances. 

But, fortunately for the cause of truth and of jus- 
tice, if the journals of Congress could not be circu- 
lated every where to put down these gross misre- 
presentations, which were persevered in with so 
much industry, avd in a manner which utterly set 
at naught all moral restraints, they were to be 
found here, and furnished the most conclusive con- 

. demnation of those who were most clamorous in 
charging the friends of the Administration with ex- 
travagance. 


Mr. B. distinctly charged thatthe Opposition asa bo- | 


dy, ìn both Houses of Congress,had not oaly voted for 
all the large appropriation bills—such as those for 
the support of the civil, military, and naval service 
of the country; but he charged further, that they 
had voted for many other bills proposing extrava- 
gant expenditares, some of which had been carried 
through the two Houses, and others of which had 
.been checked by Democratic votes. He would ia- 
stance, among those which had become laws, that 
for the relief of the cities of Washington, George- 
town, and Alexandria, passed at the session of 
1834-35, appropriating near a million of dollars, 
and which received a much larger proportion of 
Oppcsition than of Administration votes in that 
body. Among those which had been voted for 
by the Opposition generally in the Senate, and with 
bat few exceptions, while on the other hand it was 
voted against by a large majority o! the friends of 
the Administration, was the bill proposing to ap- 
.ptopiate five mil-ions of dollars for the benefit of 
claimants on account of French spoliations prior 
to 1800. This claim had for years been before 
_ Congress, and repeatedly rejected, on the ground 
of its alleged injustice, and yet it received the sanc- 
tion of an Opposition Senate, and would have be- 
come a law if ithad not been defeated by a House 
of Representatives friendly to the Administration. 
Mr. B. said that he had adverted to these two 
specimens of economy, as practised by the Opposi- 
tien, not because there were none others—for the 
journals of Congress abounded with proofs of the 
same kind, against them, in regard to the public ex- 

_ penditures—but he had referred to them as con- 
spicuous commentaries on their conduct, and to 
show how far they were entitled to set up an exclu- 
sive title .o guardianship over the public treasure. 
{The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] 
had said that the Administration should be held re- 
sponsible for the public expenditures, because they 
had been, for many years, in a majority in the two 
Houses of Congress. He differed very far from 
that Senator on that subject. He had seldom, if at 
all, seen the time, from the commencement of the 
administration of President Jackson to the present 
lime, when its friends were in a majority in both 
Houses—he meant friends wo were to be relied 
on, not professed friends. The votes of the two 
Houses of Congress on the veto messages against 
internal improvement bills, and the vote of the 
two Houses of Congress, several sessions after- 
wards, on th: veto message against rechartering 
the Bank of the United States, showed that a ma- 
jority was against the administration of President 
Jackson, at least on those important questions, 
` though that majority was not large enough to carry 
those mezsures, in opposition to the Executive ne- 
gative. Tne Senate had afterwards given practi- 
cal evidence that it did not contain a majority of 
his political friends, by the vute of censure which 
it had passed against him. He would add that, 
` during the two or three years in which the Opposi- 
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tion had the political power in that body, the cone 


tingent expenses were greatly increased beyond 
those of any former year. In the oiher branch of 
Congress, the present Administration had been in a 
m'nority on the great financial question of separat 
ing the Government from the banks, from the time 
that measure had been proposed until the present 
session. 

With what justice, then, said Mr. B. could it be 
said that the present and past Administrations 
should be held responsible for the increase of the 
public expenditure, in the face of the fact that a 


majority of one or the other of the two Houses of ` 


Congress have generally been against them—in the 
face of the fact that, for years past, the appropria- 
tions by Congr.ss have exceeded, by many mil- 
lions, the sums asked for by the Administration— 
and with the other and still more important fact 
within their knowledge, that the Opposition vote 
has generally been given to swell expenditure, in- 
stead of being given to check it. When he spoke 
of the Opposition, he meant to be understood as 
speakirg of them as a body, and nol as intending 
to include every single individual of which that 
party was composed. 

The Senator from South Carolina had, said Mr. 
B. objected to the printing of the extra number of 
copies of the reperi of the Secretary of the Trea- 
suty, explanatory of the public expenditures, and 
of the items which canstituted them. 

(Mr. Preston here rose to explain, and said he 
had not opposed the printing of the report.]} 

Mr. Brown resumed, and said that he did not 
know whether the gentleman intended to vote 
against the printing of the report or not, but his 
whole argument was of that character. He had 
charzed that it was extravagance to order the num- 
ber of cupies for the pnblic which had been moved. 
He had charged that it was an ex parte document-— 
objections which, if true, were cerlainly such as 
went to deny the propriety of printing it. The 
cocument coniained a plain and simple statement 
of the public expenditures, and the objects for 
which they were made, from the year 1824 to that 
of 1839, inclusive. 

It was a document furnished on the call of the 
Senate, and its accuracy was vouched for, by the 
high official character of the Secretary, who had 
sent it to ns in obedience to our requirement. Are 
gentlemen on the opposite side afraid for the peo- 
ple to have light on this subject? Are they appre- 


pa 


hensive that it will counteract the dishonest and ` 


fraudulent misrepresentations, which have been 
spread far and wide, and in every direction, through 
the country, in regard to the public expenditure? 
Was there an Opposition member of either House 
of Congress, who, when he rose in his place and 
asserted that the expenditures for the year 1837 
had amounted to the sum of thirty-nine millions, 
did not know that he was making a gross mis- 
representation to go forth to the country? Was it 
not known, at the same time, by those who uttered 
those declarations, that indemnities which had been 
secured by treaty, from foreign Governments, for 
the benefit of our merchants, and which formed 
no patt of the public funds, but belonged to private 
claimants, amounting to considerably moré than 
four millions of dollars, made part of that sum? 
Could they be ignorant that funds amounting to 
largely more than a million of dollars, held in 
trust by the Government for certain Indian tribes, 
and which had been invested for their benefit, by 
authority cf law,-formed also a part of that thirty- 
nine millions charged by them against the Adminis- 
tration, as expenditure? And again: were those 


who made these declarations, and charges of ex- | 


travagance, ignorant that the aggregate amount of 
expenditure for that year, for permanent and ordi- 
nary purposes, excluding payments on account of 
objec’s erher extraordinary or temporary, amount- 
ed to but li t'e more than thirteen millions, agreea- 
‘bly to the official report then before them? Hehad 
selected this year, because it had been especially 
singled out by the Opposition as one of the highest 
appropriations. Much of that amount, however, 
constitu'ed no expenditure in reality, es a large 
amount of the money paid out that year, as he had 
already shown, formed no part of the public funds, 
and a larger portion of the residue consisted of 


appropriations for extraordinary and temporary 
objects—such as the removal of Indians and the 
suppression of Indian hostilities—that would make 
no part of the permanent expenses of the Govern- 
ment hereafter. 

Mr. B. said he had therefore heard, with utter 
amazement, the declaration which, at different 
times, had been made in the two Houses of Con- 
gress, and which had been so eagerly propagated 
by every bank-bought press ia the country, that the 
expenditures of the Government had, for the year 
to which he alluded, been run up to the sum of 
thirty-nine millions. Gentlemen might differ with 
each other in regard to public measures, and every 
charitable allowance should be made tor such dif- 
ferences of opinion; but in regard to facts, plainly 
and easily ascertainable, no such indulgent consi- 
deration should be extended. 

He held that it was a violation of the principles 
of moral honesty in those who, with a full know- 
ledge of these misrepresentations, gave them sanc- 
tion and countenance. If it were done without 
such knowledge, then it Letrayed great ignorance 
of public duty. Nor was this the only aggravat- 
ing circumstance of the case. The very party 
who were, ina great degree, the perpetrators of the 
mischief, and who were themselves the greatest of- 
fenders against the principles of economy, were 
now loudest in raising the charge against the Ad- 
ministration, for that very extravagance which their 
own votes had so materially aided in bringing 
about. It was, however, perfectly characteristic 
of the politica! morality of the Federal party of the 
present day. Determined to attain power, if pos- 
sible, it neither scraples at the means, nor hesitates 
to employ any plan which promises success to 
its partisans. ‘The moral sense of the country, and 
the principles of liberty which yet exist in it, can- 
not fail to-measure out the proper degree of repro- 
bation for the outrage thus offered to the former, 
and the dangerous assault made upon the latter. 

The Opposition had, in some quarters, even set 
dowa the sum appropriated for the Post Office De- 
partment, as expenditure, which had, for several 
years past, amounted to near five millions. The 
revenue arising from that Department having 
been directed, by a late law, to be paid into the 
public Treasury, it consequently required an ap- 
propziation before it could be returned to it agaia. 
Thus, it would be seen, that simply because a late 
law had directed the funds of that Department to 
pass through the public Treasury, which was not 
formerly the case, it was made another ground on 
which the Opposition were to build up the charge 
of extravagance. g 

The Senater from South Carolina had, in the re- 
view of the condition of the country with which 
he had favored the Senate, asked, with much em- 
phasis, whether the Indian relations of our country 
were in any better condition than they were before 
President Jackson came into office. The great 
success which had attended the policy of that Ad- 
ministration with respect to that subject, and the 
immense benefits which had resulted to the country 
from it, furnished the best answer to this question, 
and afforded the most triumphant vindication of the 
system which had beea adopted. The administra- 
lion of President Adams had offered the State of 
Georgia the bayonets of a regular soldiery, and 
threatened’ her with the calamities of a civil war, 
because she dared assert her rights of sovereignty 
over the Indian tribes within her limits. In ex- 
chanze for these, said Mr. B. the administration of 
President Jackson, the policy of which had been 
carried out successfuily by the present Executive, 
had secured her rights, had given her peace and 
tranquillity on this embarrassing question, and had 
removed beyond her borders the powerful Indian 
tribes that had inhabited so large a portion of her 
territory. In the benefits of this policy, North Car- 
olina, Tennessee, and Alabama, had also partici- 
pated. Many other States of this Confederacy had 
likewise experienced the beneficial effects of this 
policy, by the removal! of -avage tribes beyond ther 
limits. The pat Administration and the present 
had arcomplished more in re ieving the Siaes from 
that kind cf population, than ail others together, 
which had preceded them. It had not been money 
thrown away, but money well laid out, 
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Besides the great benefits resulting to the States 
themselves, the Government of the United States, 
on a mere question of pecuniary calculation, wouid 
be found to be gainer, by many millions, from the 
immense bodies of valuable lands which it had in 
that way acquired, and the sales of which would 
go to enrich the public Treasury. 

But when gentlemen, said Mr. B. thought proper 
to make a seriouscharge against the Administra- 
tion on account of the money expended in remov- 
ing Indians, and in defeading the country against 


Indian hostilities—expenditures for which the votes i 
of their own party would be found recorded in the `: 


journals of the two Houses of Congress—he could 


deliberately entertained by him, that their own par- 
ty had much to answer to the country for, on this 
subject. He declared in his place his most solemn 
conviction that the course which had been taken by 
a part of the Opposition, from the commencement: 


respect to the Indian tribes, had been the cause of 


the Government having to pay nearly double what | 
it otherwise would have paid for the treaties which ` 


had been concluded with them. A portion of the 
Opposition had appeared to consider the Indian 
tribes under their especial guardianship. The In- 


dians were told by missionaries who went among . 


them, and who were opposed to the policy of their 
removal, that the Government was endeavoring to 
impose upon them, and defraud them of their pos- 
sessions, without adequate compensation. The 
same language was held in the two Houses of Con- 
gress by members standing high in th2 ranks of the 
Opposition. | This had been their course more 
particularly in regard to the Cherokee Indians, 
whose chiefs had been treated at the seat of 
Government, by some of them, almost with 
the consideration of foreign ministers, and who 
were taught to believe, from the same source, that 


they had a right to establish an independent Go- | 


vernment in the very bosoms of those States which 


demands on the Government, he had not the least 
doubt. The consequence was, that their demands 
had to be complied with, or the mest fatal and dis- 
astroas results would have followed the further 
continuance of that tribe in the State of Georgia. 

When, therefore, gentlemen dwell so much on 
this class of expenditures, (said Mr. B.) let them 
remember the language and course of their own 
partisans, in Congress and elsewhere, on the po- 
licy pursued by the present and past Administra- 
tions in regard to the Indian tribes. Was it then 


atall a matter of surprise, that consequences, such | 


as he had described, should have resulted from the 
interference of political missionaries with these 
tribes, and from the denunciations constantly ut- 
tered here against Indian treaties, as founded in 
fraud and injustice? Nay, more: was ita matter 
of surprise that, instigated by such influences, the 
tomahawk and scalping knife of the Seminole had 
gleamed in Florida, and yet continued to devastate 
her fair fields? $ 
The Senator, in his zeal to denounce the Admi- 
nistration, bad reminded us of. what he had chosen 
to. designate the bankruptcy of the Government at 
the called session of 1837, and of its ina- 
bility to meet the public engagements. And 
why was it bankrapt, if the gentleman prefers that 
term? It was because of the suspension of specie 
payments by the banks, the political allies of the 
Senator and his friends, whe were entrusted with 
the public funds, and the seizure by them of more 
than twenty millions of th public revenue. By 
having thus withheld the pike revenue from the 
Government, when its necessities required it, the 
pa had net only violated the most sacred: obli- 
gations, which they under‘ook to perform, but they 
had committed an act of moral t eason against the 
people of the United States, which threatened to 
arrest the action of the Government at the time, 
and might, ata more critical period of public af- 
sats, have brought irreparable injury on the coun- 
Ty. =. F 
These corporations, continued Mr. B. scattered 
throughout our wide ‘exteaded country, are now 
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acting with the Senator and his party, and are co- 
operating with them to overthrow the present Demo- 
cratic Administration, in order to substitute one in 
its stead more congenial to their notions of privi- 
lege and of power. While gentlemen rose in their 
places here, and-proclaimed that the Administra- 


: tion had, by its measures, brought the present pe- 


cuniary distress on the country, and which charge 
was reiterated by every bank-bought press through- 
out the land, the banking corporations—their great 


, political allies in this contest—were applying the 


screw to the people to aid in making the charge the 
more effectual. No, sir, itis not the Administra- 


‘| tion that has produced a decline of prices and pe- 
not refrain from expressing the opinion, long and | 


cuniary distress, but it is the secret and invisible, 


i. but powerful, hand of the moneyed and banking 
` power, that has inflicted the blow, and which has 


made itself to be felt throughout our entire country. 
Tt is now in the precess of carrying out that oft re- 


, peated maxim, in the political creed of the Federal 
of the administration of President Jackson, and | 


which had been for years after persevered in, with — 


party, and which is so revolting to the principles of 


| freemen—that the people must be made to feel, before 


they can be brought te their senses. In other words, 
that the spirit of freedom must be conquered be- 
fore the people can be made to submit to the des- 
potism of banking corporations, that now aspire to 


| govern them and the country. 


The pecuniary distress of the country was easi- 


ly accounted for, and could, with no reason or | 


justice, be imputed to the measures of the Admi- 
nistration, however it might suit the purposes of 
political partisans to ascribe it to that cause. Ever 
since banks had been established in this coun- 


. try, an expansion of paper had always produced 


an apparent prcsperity, and a rise in prices, while 
a contraction had uniformly caused the very oppo- 


site effects. This had, been the history of taose - 
corportations under all Administrations, and was | 
| undoubtedly the true cause of the present pecu- 


niary difficulties. 
The warfare (said Mr. B) which had been 
waged unrelentingly against the people of this 


rations, under the command of Federal politicians, 
had commenced near eight years ago: since which 


` time they had endeavored to harass the country in | 
i| every possible way, as he believed, to accomplish 


its subjugation to their purposes of governing it. 
The time which this warfare had been car- 
ried on against the country and its repsblican in- 
stitutions, very nearly corresponded with that which 
a foreign monarch employed in the attempt to con- 
quer and enslave it. He trusted that the same 
noble spirit of resistance that had defended and 
saved the country then from the tyranny of a 
foreign power, would again save it from the merci- 
less grasp of a moneyed despotism. The strug- 
gle wasa most important one to the country, and 
would be decisive of its political fate, for years to 
come, if not forever. 

Ithad been predicted, (remarked Mr. B.) more 
than two years since, by a distinguished 
individual of that body, as well as by 
others, that a second bank suspension would 
take place just in time to do good service in behalf 
of their political allies, that they might profit by it 
in the Presidential election. This prediction had 


been realized, and all the mighty influences which | 


the pressare and pecuniary distress, consequent on 
such astate of things, produced, were now to be em- 
ployed to defeat the Democratic party. He 
would exhort them, in the name of the Constitu- 
tion, to stand firm. He would exhort them, as 
they valued the liberty and independence of their 


country, once more to rally in this last great and |! 


decisive conflict between parties, and overthrow 


this formidable coalition that now contended for . 
mastery over the country. One more defeat, and ` 


their banking allies would cease to harass the 
country for political purposes. The coalition of 
politicians, which had acted with them, would be dis- 


banded, and the principles of free Government 
-would be more firmly re-established. ; 
‘The great question to be decided, in the present . 


conflict between parties, was one, in his estimation, 
far transcending, in importance, mere questions of 


temporary policy; it was a question that, in his opi- | 


nion, went to the very form and principles of our 


_ ly on the present occasion. 


; freemen now occupy! 


ple should continue to rule themselves, or were to 
be ruled by banking corporations. It had often 
been exultingly proclaimed, in this chamber, dur- 
ing the present session; and again had been dis- 
tinctly intimated in the course of the present de- 
bate, that a change in the Administration of the 
Government was near at hand, which was to be 
followed by all the blessings, so unsparingly and 
delusively promised by those who sought to attain 
power. And what were the blessings, he could ask, 
that this change, now anticipated with so much 
Joy, was likely to confer on the country? What 


| benefit could the people hope for, by the coming 


into power of an Administration, formed by a coali- . 
tion of Bank, Abolition, and high tariff’ parties? 


| These were political elements, destructive to the 


peace aud happiness of the country, the liberties 


| of the people and the union of the States. 


It formed a subject for the most momentous 


| Consideration of the people in every part of the 
: country, but more particularly for those of the 


Southern portion of this Confederacy. 
Mr. B. pronounced it as his deliberate opi- 


` nion, that the success of the Federal party, under 
| existing circumstances, would be practically 


a revolution in our Republican form of Govern- 
ment. With the mighty energies and influence 
of near eight hundred banks, penetrating every 
part of our country, added to the patronage of the 
Government of the United States, their power 
would be irresistible, and their authority would be 
permanently established over the country. The 
great right of suffrage, by this mighty influence, 
brought to bear on it, would be overwhelmed, and 
rendered utterly unavailing to check their tyranny, 
and to expel them from power. The Democratic 
principle would be struck down, and would not 
probably for a half century, if ever again, recover 
control of the Government. These were sub- 
jects addressing themselves to the most so'emn 
considerations of those in our country, who wished 


|i to preserve our Republican institutions. 
;, country by the moneyed power and banking corpo- |: 
they inhabited. That this course of the Opposition |: 
had led those chiefs to make the most exorbitant :. 


The most extraordinary means were resorted to, 
at this time, for the purpose of effecting this change. 
The miserable pageantries which the Federal party 
had attempted to play off, in every part of the 
country, for the purpose of operating on and de- 
luding the people, were an insult and a contempt 


; to American freemen, and a virtual denial of their 


intelligence and capability for self government. 
They were appeals, not made to their reason and 
patiiotism, but to the most degraded prejudices. 
They were of the same character, and designea to 
have the same effect, with the public games and 
exhibitions, given by artful demagogues, who in- 


; tended to enslave the people, in the most degene- 


rate days of the Roman Republic. They were 
means better suited to be used by the privileged 
orders of Europe, to amuse and keep in subjection 
their serfs, than to convince the understandings of 
high-minded and intelligent freemen. He appre- 
ciated too highly both the virtue and intelligence of 


' the American people, to believe for a moment that 


they could be deluded and imposed on by sach 
miserable attempts at deception and imposition. 

Mr. B. said that he had spoken freely and plain-. 
The crisis demanded 
that no one, who wished to perpetuate the liberties 
of his country, should shrink from the performance . 
ofhis duty. Actuated by these sentiments, he had 
been induced to make the remarks which he had, . 
on that occasion, felt himseif called on to submit to 
the Senate. ; 

Mr. SOUTHARD insisted on the impropriety of 
printing 30,600 copies of a document, the truth and 
importance of which was known but to one Sena- 
tor. He also argued to show that the Opposition 
were not responsible for the extravagant expendi- 
tures of the Government. 2 

Mr. HUBBARD said that he rejoiced that this 
debate had arisen. The time, the occasion, and 
all the attendant circumstances, gave to the discus- 
sion a peculiar interest. There were 10 pe 
ance, within the reach of his voice, many of his 


` own constituents, the friends and the foes of the 


Administration. The Senate could not fail to be 
i recedented number of the 
fen oe waa site the galleries of this Senate 


Government; it was a question, whether the peo- | chamber, that there could be no more appropriate , 
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‘time than the present to discuss the great subject 
of public. expenditure; to compare the expendi- 
tures of this; with the expenditures of former Ad- 
ministrations; to show forth, in the hearing of our 
constituency, whether this Administration had, by 
its extravagance and profligacy, forfeited the con- 
fidence of the American people, or whether its 
course of conduct had been marked by that regard 
to the: public interest, by that strict and vigilant ad- 
herence to public economy, and by that untiring ef- 
Sort to maintain unimpaired the principles of the Fe- 
deral: Consiiiution, so as to merit and command the 
support ef: this Confederacy. He rejoiced that 
this‘subject was before the Senate, and that it was 
likely to be fally discussed. ‘He would not shrink 
from the most fall and ample investigation; and 
from what had recently taken place—irom what 
had of late been sent forth, by the’ semblance of 
authority, setting forth the expenditures of this Ad- 
migistrajion, and contrasting them with those of 
former Admjnistrations—it was due to the Ameri- 
can people—it was due to the cause of truth and 
of justice—it' was due to those charged with the 
administration of our publie affairs, to set history 
right—to present to the people incontrovertible 
facts—to remove from their minds any false im- 
pressions whieh garbled and imperfect exhibits of 
public expenditures are calculated to make. 

There is at. this very: moment an extraordinary 
excitement abroad ın the land, touching this very 
subjem.. It is not confined within the limits of this 
District, but it:has reached his own State; it is run- 
ning-through every section of the country. Not 
an! Opposition journal is to be seen, but what is 
manifestly: laboring to impress the public mind 
with the extravagance and profligacy of this Ad- 
ministration in its: expenditures: Within a few 
weeks; if rumor canbe relied upon, a neighboring 
Commonwealth has literally been flooded with a 
document, tendiag to show the aggregate expendi- 
tures’ of: this Administration. : lt probably has 
produced its designed effect there. It was a 
subject. upon ‘which the people were peculiarly 
and “properly: most sensitive. The expenditure 
of- the pablic money was a matter connected too 
intimately : with: their interest, not to excite their 
attention; and to:awaken their vigilance. 
asthe was;: of what had taken place, he rejoiced 
when ‘his friend from Missouri offered the resolu- 
tien, calling upon the Treasury Department fot 
information of the aggregate expenses of the Go 
vernment from 1824 to 1839, inclusive. 
not that. such. a resolution was to have been pre. 
sehted.. He:had not exchanged a word with thal 
Senator in relation to the matter. He had offered 
it,-undoubtedty, To elicit the truth, for ihe purpose 
of'counteracting:the statements having the sanction 
ofan ‘. Executive Committee,” which was circu- 
lating through the country. He-had read the reso- 
lution after iti was offered, and he could not bat 
congratalateé himself and his friends that it had 
béen presented. The answer was reported to the 
Senate this morning, and, in the temporary absence 
of:the. Senator from. Missouri, he had moved to 
have it:printed. He knew not the contents of the 
report, but: he daubted not that it was a true an- 
swer to the resolution, as offered; and if so, it was 
of the utmest importance to have it printed. His 
motion 'wamagreedto.: 

‘The ‘Senator'who offered the resolution had been 
favored, it sees, with an opportunity of inspecting 


that report; ahd ‘he had just given to the Senate a - 


ful! exposition of the contents of. the report itself; 
and it had seemed to` him, who had listened with 
fixed atténtion to the remarks of the Senator from 
Missouri, that if there was, or ever could be, an 
octasion for printing an extra number of any doca- 
ment, this was that occasion, aad this was that 
document. He had therefore suggested the number 
of thirty thousand, as the number of this document 
that Ouglhit'to be printed. It'was! on his suggestion, 
that’ the” shotion now pending was made. He 
would, if he could, place this document in the hands 
of every freeman of the Confederacy. The bane 
had ‘heen‘sént into every “log cabin” of the coun- 
try He wonld circulate the antidote as extensively. 

is was đüé to` thë Administration and to the 


whith the .pedple would read—would carefal 


Aware, 


He knex - 


try. ` It was just that description of document | 
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examine and well understand. Ittreated upon a 
subject closely allied with the exactions of their Go- 
vernment. A tax paying community have a right 
te claim from their public servants a fuil expuse 
of the public appropriations. They have a right to 
know how their money is expended. They have 


a right to see whether those charged with the exe- | 


cution of the laws are faithful, prudent, and eco- 
nomical in the expenditure of their contributions. 
This is one of the most effectual modes which can be 
adopted by the public servant to give up to his 
master a full account of his public stewardship. 
He could not expect to have agreater number of 
this document, than that named, printed by order 


of the Senate; he hoped notto have a lessnum- | 


ber. It was, he admitted, the larges! extra number 


usually called for; bat the document itself, and the | 


time and circumstances, demanded that number. 
He would not add another remark, if the adop- 
tion of the motion made by the honorable Senator 
from Missouri, upon his suggestion, had not met 
with the most determined opposition. As it was, 
he should go into a brief examination of the re- 
solution submitted by his friend, and the notce 
which had been taken of the answer to that reso- 
lution. He had not read the report itself, but was 
familiar wite tha terms of the resolution. He 
had never exchanged a word with the Secretary 


of the Treasury upon the subject of his report. ` 


He was, however, much gratified when the resolu- 


tion was offered to the Senate; and he had nc , 
doubt that he should be as much p'eased with the | 


answer now given. The infurmation required, 
was of the utmost importance, and demanded by 
every consideration of justice. 

What was the resolution? What was the na- 
ture of the information which the resolution was 
designed to elicit? . This resolution, calling for 
specific information, had been before the Senate a 
number of days—it had been printed, and Sena- 
tors could not but be famihar with its terms. It 
required, first, the aggregate amount of all expen- 
ditares or payments of every kind from the 
Treasury, from 1824 to 1839 inclusive. Se- 
zondly, the aggregate amount, independent of the 


payments on account of the public debt, whether | 
Thirdly, the aggregate | 


funded or unfunded. 
amount for permament and ordinary purposes, ex- 
cluding payments on account of objects either 
extraordinary or temporary, and goes on to state 
eighteen or twenty heads, under which he included 
the extraordinary expenditures of the Government. 
The resolution was explicit, and was drawn up 
with great particularity. The resolution required 
that the information should be arranged under dis- 
tinctcolumns. The Register of the Treasury, upon 
whom the duty necessarily devolved, had prepared 
the answer, and the Secretary of the Treasury 
had this morning communicated that answer to the 
Senate—and the honorable Senator from Missouri 
had now given a detailed statement of the contents 
of thatanswer. But had he not done so, can there be 
a doubt that this report is a true response to the re- 
solution?—and if so, it is merely buta transcript 
from the public records of the Government. What 


occasion, then, to delay the printing until the report ` 


shall have been examined? Is this the usual 
course? When calls are made upon the Depart- 


ments, are not the answers to those calls ordered | 


to be printed at once for the information of the 
Senate? Is it the usage of this body to lay such 


reports upon the table, until they can be examined, - 


before there is an order to prin} Nosr. Are not 
these reports necessarily made upon the responsi- 
bility of the Departments? Does not the report, 
now before the Senate, come fromone of the Ex- 
ecutive Departments? And if perchance the 
head of that Depariment has travelled out 


of the record, and incorporated into this report . 


matters and things foreign from, and uncalled for 
by the resolution, there will be, in that case, no 
disposition, in any quarter of the Senate, to screen 


the Secretary of the Treasury from reprehenston, : 


No, sir,that officer has not such a strong hold upon 
the affections of those opposed to the Adminisira- 
tion, as to expect favor from that quarter. 
hazarded nothing in saying that the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury would be found to bea 


full and proper answer to the resolution, He could 


He | 


| 
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not well conceive how it could be oiherwise. Specific 
information is required as to the public expendi- 
tures. How isthat information to be obtained? 
From the books of the Register’s office. Tnere 
siand recorded the aggregate expend.tures of the 
Government for each year, from its commencement 
to the present period—there stand recorded the 
payments which have annually been made on ac- 
count of the public debt—there s‘ands recorded all 
the information which the resolution seeks to ob- 
tain. There could be no speculations of the Secre- 
tary in relation to this matter. His covrse of duty 
was plain, and he had no deubt that duty was well 
understcod and performed. He hazarded nothing, 
then, in saying that the report, on the most minute 
examination, would be found to be an answer, and 
nothing less or more than a true answer to the reso- 
lution itself. Ic seemed to him, therefore, to be 


_ Wholly wrong that the prioting of this report 
| should be delayed until Senators could have an op- 
i portunity of comparing the copy with the record, 
| in order to see whether the certificate of the Regis- 
| ter be true or false. 


The Senate had learned, in the course of this dis- 
cussion, that the aggregate amount of all the ex- 
penditures of the Government, or payments of 


; every kind from the Treasury, for the year 1824, 
. had been about thirty-two millions of dollars, and 
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that for the year 1839, they had been over thirty- 
seven mill‘ous of dollars. Here was a difference 
of over five millions of dollars, which he shouid 
find no difficulty in accounting for without imput- 
ing tothe Administration any extravagance. Ths Se- 
nate had learned that the expendi‘ures for permanent 
purposes for the year 1824 had a little exceeded se- 
ven millions of dollars, and that the expenditares 
for the same objects in 1839 had a little exceeded 
thirteen millions of dollars, making a difference of 
about six millions of dollars in the pnblic expendi- 
tures for ordinary and permanent purposes, be- 
tween the years of 1824 and 1839. This difference 
the Senator from Missouri had not particularly ac- 


; counted for; and he could only, from a general re- 


collection of the dccuments which have from time 
to time been Jaid upon our tables, giving an ac- 
count of the public receipts and of the public ex- 
penditures, and also of particular documents com- 
municated to Congress from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, be able now to particularize in what the 
whole of that difference consisted. He had tables 
showing the public expenditures for a series of 
years; and he might add hereafter extracts from 
those tables. In the first place, the expenses of 
thenavy alone, since 1824, had bren increased, by 
the legislation of Coneres-, nearly, if noi quite, two 
millions of dollars. The expenses of the army, in- 
cluding the expenses necessary for the support of 
the Military Academy, had been increased also 
something like two millions more. These great 
additional expenditures in the support of the navy, 
and in the support of the army, were notto be 
charged to the account of this Administration. 
They were authorized by law, and they had receiv- 
ed the support not only of the friends, bot of the 
opponents of the Administration. He did not pro- 
pose to look into the journals to see how pariicular 
individuals may have voted on particular mea- 
sures. Bat he presumed that he should not 
be contradicted, when he said that every mea- 
sure tending to swe'tl the expenses of 
our naval establishment, had received the 
unqualified support of those now arrayed against 
the Administration. Here were, then, two-thirds 
of the whole difference at once accounted for; and 
is this Administration to be blamed for this increase 
ot expenditure—an increase necessarily connected 
with the protection of tke cOmmerce and general 
defence of the country—an increase of expendi- 
ture demanded by every consideration of patriot- 
ism and of justice, and by a proper reg-rd to the 
public welfare? Again, the legis'a'ive expenses 
between 1824 and‘1239 had necessarily increased 
more than a half of a million of collars. The 
expenses of the judiciary had nearly doubled within 
that time—an increase rendered necessary by the 
increase of the population and of the business of 
the country, Our light houres had more than dou- 
bled between 1824 and 1839, and the increased 
permanent expenses on that account, between th 
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first ‘and last of those years, had nearly equalled 
one hundred and fifty thousand dol'ars. The 
public printing; also, payments from the Treasury 
to compensate cusiom-house officers, in conse- 
quence of the gradual reduc'ion of duties under 
the tariff of 1833, and on account of the necessary 
redaction of their fees, have, in a single year, 
nearly equalled two hundred thousand dollars. 
These increased expenses and charges upon the 


Treasury were the effect of the legistation of Con- | 


gress, and could not with any more propriety be 
charged to this than to any former Administration. 


They were provided for and required by existing || 


laws; and the Executive charged with the execu- 


pable for expenditures warranted by such enact- 
ments. He. would not proceed further in under- 
taking to show what goes to make up the differ- 
ence between the expendi-ures of 1824 and of 
1839. If the items to which he has referred were 
added, it would be found that the aggregate would 
make all the difference in the expenditures of those 
years. The resolution, and he presumed the re- 
port also, did the same justice to the Admi- 
nistration which preceded that of General 
Jackson as it did to his, and as it does 
to. the Administration of the present incum- 
bent. The same information was required for the 
year 1824 as was required for the year 182%—and 
the same information was asked for the last year 
of Mr. Adams’s as for the last year of Mr.Van Bu- 
No injus'ice, then, has been 
done—no partiality has been shown to either Ad- 
ministration; and he confidently believed that it was 
not ia the power of any Senator to put his finger 
on a single entry in that report which did not ac- 
cord with the trath. In order, then, more satisfac 
torily to show that this Administration was entire- 
ly exempt from the charge of wasteful extravagance 
in the public expenditares—he parposed to make a 
more minute comparison of the exp-niditures of the 
Government, for the years 1824 and 1838. This 
comparison would be more jast, as the long session 
of Congress took place in each of those years. His 
object was to confine himself exclusively to the 
permanent and ordinary expenditures of the Go- 
vernment in those years. Tine Senator from Mis- 
souri had faithfully stated the extracrdinary expen- 
ditures and the reasons and necessity therefor: he 
did not intend to refer at all to them. 

In 1824, it will be seen, that the aggregate ex- 
penditures for ordinary and permanent purposes 
amounted to the sum of $7,107,892 05. 

In 1838 they amounted to $13,837,594 44. 

Making a difference against the year 1838, of 
$6,729,702 39. 

He would now endeavor to show some of the 
items of expenditure which wentto make up that 
difference: , ' 
Increase of expenditures in 1838 beyond the expendi- 

tures under same heads in 1824. 


Legislature, - - - $685,000 
Executive Departments, a - 383,000 
Surveyors and clerks, - - 42,000 
Expenses of mints, exclusive of buildings, 20,000 
Governments in the Territories of the Uni- 

ted. States, - - - ` 60,000 
Judiciary, - - - - 169,000 
Support and maintenance of light houses, 147,000 
Surveys of public lands, - - 17,000 
Marine hospital establishment, - 74,000 


Pay, subsistence, forage, Quartermaster’s 
‘departménit, Medical department, and 


contingencies of ‘the army, - 1,474,000 
Purchasing department, (clothing, &c.) 384,000 
Military Academy, West Point, - 125,000 
Expenses of arsenals, ve : 194,000 
Ordnance department, including gunpow- ` 

dër, cannon balls, &c. -< -260,000 


Pay;: subsistence, provisions, and medi- 


eines, for the navy, - - 1,406.00 
Ordúdnöé for the navy, - . 46 000 
Repaits af vessels, ` - - 819,000 
Contingencies of ihe navy, | 242,000 
Marife totp! > a- -` a - 8,000 


Pk Jat | 
pew she i 
i t 7 if es ne 


aap wo 


| 


He hoped tha? thisstétement wold’ be carefull 


| 


$6,628,000 


| ex ravagance. 
tion of those laws can in no respect be made cul- |; 


examined; if so, there was no friend of truth 
and justice that would dare to charge upon this 
Administration extravagance and profligacy, for 
such items of expenditure so essentially, so closely 
connected with the public weltare. 

The foregoing table had been prepared from a 
careful comparison of the public expenditures in 
the years 1824 and 1833, and he had no doubt that 
it would be found to be substantially correct, It 
will be seen among the iems that the expenses of 
the Executive Depirtments had been increased in 
1839 over the expenses of 1824, $383,000. Let 
not the Adminis'ration for this be charged with 
The cause of this increase would 
mainly be found to proceed from the organization 
of the Land Office—from the necessary increase 
of expenditure in the Post Office Department, in- 
cluding the establishment, by law, of an Auditor’s 
Ofice—from the necessary increase of the Indian 
Department, including the establishment of a Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs—from the Pension De- 
partment, including the establishment of a Com- 


missioner of Pensions, and from the creation of a | 


Solicitor’s Department. It will be recollected that 
in 1832, and in 1836, important changes were made 
in the pension laws, unavoidably increasing the 
expenses of that branch of the War Department. 
This expenditure of $383,000, in 1838, is thus 
shown to have been necessarily incurred by the 
effect of existing laws, and for the proper admi- 
nisiration of our public affairs. This addition to 
the public expenditure, since 1824, in the Execu- 
tive Department, had partly arisen from our In- 
dian relations having assumed a new posture since 
that period. They had arisen partly from the 
great increase of our population, and from the 
consequent increase of the public business. He 
had prepared another table, showirg a comparison 
between the expenditnres of the Government in 
1824, and in 1838, arranged under appropriate 
heads, and accompanied with brief remarks, giv- 
ing seme of the reasons for the necessary increase 
of the public expenditures in 1838. He would 
here subjoin that table: 

The following table is an exhibit of the perma- 
nent expenses of the Government on some leading 
items, in the years 1824 and 1839, with a brief 
statement of some of the reasons for the difference: 


Items of expenditure. 1824. 1838. Remarks. 
LEGISLATIVE. 

Pay of Senate afid 

House - - $503,241. 9687,218 The increase of 

Contingencies of both 86,000 501,733 population had been 

Printing - 7 8 44,730 136,18! about 70 per cent. 

. Twonew States,two 
Territories, four Se- 
naters, twenty Re- 
preventatives, long- 
er sessions, more 
business, and more 
printing required. 

JopioiaRy. 

Salariesand expenses 209442 378873 More Judges of 
the Supreme Court, 
more districtjudges, 
marshals, attorneys, 
more courts, more 
jurors, more busi- 
ness, more wealth, 
and more suits. 

LicHT BOATS AND 
LIGHT- HOUSES. 

In 1524, 102; in 1838, 

28 - - - 121,492 301,035 Owing to increase 
in the number of es 
tablishments. 

CANADA DISTURBAN- 

~ CEB. 

Protection of North- i 

ern frontier - 439,000 3 

Private bilis - - 153,126 228,759 Nearly double in 

: amount on account 
of increase of busi- 
ness and population 

Payments to custom- 

house officers from i 

Treasury - - 190,354 Rendered necessa- 
ty ìn consequence of 
the tariff ot 1833, to 
make.their compen- 
sation equal to what 

a 5 it was prior to the 

Navy DEPARTMENT. passage of that act. 

Navy pa subsis- i i 

avy pay and suds | 159.064 2,166,940 Fifty per cent. in- 

Provision - - $12,400 631,408 crease in number of 

go? officers and seamen; 

pay increased twen- 

$ ty per cent. on ser- 
- : apts vice. 

Repairs:and buildin je bhai ` Ss 

; Sanne, fos E 404,151 - 1,490,128. More shipsin com 

om “tingéncies -` 132721  494;120mission, new sqùað, ` 


ron to India, more 
repairs, buildin: 
steam vessels, an 
WAR DEPARTMENT. others. 


Army pay, subistence 


and forage - 1,400.824 2,559,757 Army increased ia 
Clothing 168.738 595,003 number, and pay in- 
Ordnance 50,514 263,178 creased, rations 20 
Military academy - 25,4388 207,137 per cent. higher,and 


also clathing 20 per 
cent. increase; regi- 
ment of dragoons 
added for frontier; 
and Indian Bureau 
, added. 
He had been able, by referring to the documents 


which the Secretary of the Treasury had commu- 
nicated to the House of Representatives, one num- 
bered 39, and was printed January 4, 1836, the 
ether numbered 17, and was printed December 30, 
1839, to: present the foregoing table; and thas 
showed conclusively that the few items above spe- 
cified, make a difference in the amount, of the ne- 
cessary and indispensable expenditures of the Go- 
vernment, in 1824 and in 1838, for permanent pur- 
poses, of over six millions of dollars; and account- 
ing for the whole difference, with the exception of 
less than a million of dollars, which the table, be- 
fore exhibited, accounts for. And yet it has been 
sounded from Maine to Florida, that the expendi. 
tures of this Administration had trebled the expen- 
ditures of that of the younger Adams; that while 
the disbursements of the lauer were annually thir- 
teen millions, the expenses of this Administration 
amounted to forty millions annually. Such were 
at this moment the character of the charges against 
this Administration pervading the country. 
He asked for justice, and for nothing but justice. 
He desired to have the document upon the table 
printed. He wished for its extensive circulation, 
not to deceive, but to undeceive, the American 
people—to enable them to understand this whole 
matter. He was not aware, in the list of items 
which he had specified, that there was a single one 
calculated to swell the aggregate of public expendi- 
tures, for which those in the Oppositicn had not 
voted. He made no complaint for their so doing, 
They were expenditures which the posture of pub- 
lic affairs and the condition of the country re-_ 
quired. mt s 
It has been said, by Senators in the Opposition, 
that this Adminis'ration are answerable for the ag- 
eregate of public expenditures; that the people 
should look only to the fcotings of the account; 
ihat temporary expenditures take place, of neces- 
sity, under every Administration. Will this course 
serve gentlemen? How compares the aggregate of 
the expenditures of this, with that of former Admi- 
nistrations? ` This, it is said, is the true criterion to 
test the economy, or to show the extravagance, of 
an Administration. How stands the account be- 
tween 1824 and 1839, in the aggregate expendi- 
tures? Not more favorable to the Opposition. 
But is this the fair, the honest, the just mode of 
settling the account? May there not be public er- 
penditures of a temporary character unavoidable | 
in one year, which would not’ oecar in another? 
Would it be right to charge such an expenditure 
to the Administration then in power? No, sir; no. 
The true mode is the one which he had adoptet for _ 
his guide. Look to the permanent expenditures of : 
the Government for each year;,compate the ex- 
penditares of one, with those of another year; let 
the difference be made to appear; and let the Ad- - 
ministration in power account for any ‘difference 
against it. This would be right; but if it suits Se- 
nators in the Opposition better to take the annual 
aggregate of expenditures for all purposes, and to 
compare the aggregate of one Administration with — 
that of another, it will lead to no more favorable ` 
result for them for the years 1924 and 1838, or ’ 
1839, than that before stated. ‘The Senators over ” 
the way wculd gain nothing by instituting any soch 
comparison. ‘Bat the report of the Secretary, now 
before the Senate, had been denounced Deanne 
speaks of a payment of a portion of ibe puy I 
debt in 1838, when, it is alleged, there was thea no 
national debt. No tational debt! Is this sot 
few days past, both himself and the Seja i dine 
Massachusetts, contenced that the bil aa ng 
for the issue of Treasury notes, could not be justi- 
fied upon any other constitational ground than un- 
ea ee ‘clause of the Constitution which conferred 
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upon Congress the power to borrow money; that it 
aaa a loan, and when made it became a public 
debt. He admitted that it was an unfunded debi; 
bat nevertheless was, in every view, a subsisting 
debt, and for the redemptifn of which the faith 
of the Government was solemnly pledged. 

The payments therefore made from the Treasury 
in 1 in taking up these Treasury notes, were 
as much an extinguishment to that amount of the 
uafanded pablic debt, as; the payments made in 
1824 for a like purpose were an extinguishnient of 
a corresponding amount of the funded debt of the 
Government. The only difference was, that in the 
latter case, the debt was due abread; in the former, 
the debt was due at home. 


by the Senator from Missouri adop:ed. If there 
was trath in the stories abroad in the land, as to 


the extravagance and profligate expenditure of the | 
people's money by this Administration; the publjca- 
cation of this document can have noeffect. If ` 


there is no foundation in truth for such Statements, 


every error, to remove every false impression now 
resting upon the public mind in relation to this 
subject. That cause must be both weak and 
wicked which can only be sustained by deception 
and trick; and that cause is strong, end must pre- 
seil, which rests upon the immovable pillars of truth 
and of justice. ; 
Mr. WEBSTER, having urged the impropriety 
of printing 30,000 copies of a paper unknown and 
unread, preceeded to comment on the fact that one 
of thecolomns of this paper embraced those items 
which were considered extraordinary or temporary 
by the Secretary of the Treasury; which items, by 


the express terms of Mr. Benton's resolution, | 


were to be separated from the ordinary aggregate, 
proofs of prodigality. 


of the Government. All prodigality was neces- 


sarily extraordinary in a jastly administered Go- | 


vernment, This ducument was evidently not a 
mere oe matter record; it was a 
meat, to a considerable extent, to the discre- 
tion of the Secretary. 

Mr. W. also replied to Mr. Huzgarp, comment- 
ing on various items of expenditure by this Admi- 
nistration, and particularly on the unfortunate 
choice which they had made of enormously de- 
faulting public officers. 

Mr. BROWN observed, that the gentleman from 
New Jersey had made a new issue in regard to this 
subject, and demanded the production of the re- 
cord to show that himself and his friends had voted 
for extravagant appropriations. He presumed that 
gentleman would not deny that he had voted for 
those bills, which constituted almo-t the entire 
amount of the expenditures of the Government. 
‘These were the naval appropriation bill,the military 

topnation bill, and the appropriations for the 
civil list, together with those for the removal of 
the Indians. 

Bat allow me, said Mr. B. te exhibit some in- 
stances in which that Senator and his friends 
have voted for most enormous extravaganees; 
and he bad no doubt but, by examining the. 
journals, similar votes of that Senator and 
his party could be found, without number. In 
the bill providing indemnity for French spolia- 
tions prior to 1800, five millions of dollars was the 
amount that would have been appropriated, had it 
passed both Houses. Now, on the final passage of 
that bill by the Senate, page 125 of the journal, 
at the session of 1834 and °35, that Senator’s name 
is reeorded in the affirmative; and yet this was an 
old claim, that very many well informed statesmen 
believed never had any foundation in justice. 

That bill was passed by the Senator and his friends 
in this body, a majority of the friends of the Ad- 
mioistration voting against it. Then there was the 
bill for the relief of the three corporations of Wash- 
ington, Georgetown, and Alexandia, appropriating 
about a million of dollars, and the name of the Sena- 
tor, together with those of most of his friends, was 
found recorded for that bill, a large number of the 
friends of the Administration yoting against it, 


d He would say in con- ; 
clusion, that he hoped to see the motion submitted || 
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These were specimens of that economy on which 
the gentleman and his friends had thought proper 
to favor them with a lecture; and he had not a 
doubt but, by examining the journals, many more 
of such specimens could be found. But the gen- 
tleman said, in regard to banks, that they were the 
friends of the Administration. What, sir, said Mr. 
B. after what the gentleman has toid us from day 


to day, that the policy of the Administration was 
ruinous to the banks, but which he himself did not ~ 


believe, would he now have us to understand him 
as saying that these institutions were friendly to 
those whose policy was, he alleged, breaking them 
down? Why, this was an absurdity that even the 


gentleman himself must be forcibly struck with. _ 


The gentleman himself was, not a very long time 


| ago, if he was not now, president of a large bank- 


ing institution, and he believed that he, at least, was 
not distioguishd for his friendship to the Adminis- 
tration. For his part, he never did admit that the 
Administration had pursued a line of policy with a 


i! view of injuring the banks; but he believed that 
the printing of this document will tend to correct | 


these corporations pursued a course of policy with 


| a view of forcing a restoration of the funds of the 


Government to their keeping. The gentleman, in 
a very good natured way, reminded him that in a 
very few months he would receive (Mr. B. pre- 


course he had taken. 
North Carolina.] 

Mr. Brown continued. The gentleman spoke 
personally in relation to me, and I was left to infer 


own State. 
Sir, should I meet with the misfortune of receiv- 


| ing such a rebuke, the gentleman, from practical `i 
i experience, will know how to sympathize with me, 
and not to be charged upon the Administration as | 
But the very complaint 
was that these were extraordinary items, and that | 
they went to make up the extravagant expenditures | 


for the gentleman, and the Administration of which 
he was a member, had received such a rebuke from 
the popular fiat some years since, in the most un- 
equivocal manner. That the gentleman and his 


| friends should wish to be reinstated in office, and 


that they should even, in defiance of probabilities, 
indulge in the most sangaire anticipations, was 
reasonable enough; but that the popular rebuke, 


such as he anticipated would be bestowed on the 
Democratic party, was, to say the least of it, not 
The gentleman, in good time, | 


very probable. 
would tind himself greatly mistaken in his predic- 
tions. ` 


and have, I trust, ever evinced it by my votes and 
oiher public acts. I believe that in all free States 
it is a cardinal virtue,and in ours, an indispensable 
one, if we desire to preserve our political institu- 
tions, Asthe friend of economy, I rejoice to hear 
this debate. The crimination and recrimination of 
extravagance between the twe sides of the Senate, 
isa proof that the day of extravagance is passed, 
and that efeconomy has arrived. We have had 
a period of extravagance. Itismanly to acknow- 
ledge the truth. Our expenditures have gone far 
beyond what they onght to bave been. Theim- 
portant question is, what and who caused it? 

The cause, sir, will be found man overflowing 
Treasury, which had to be sluiced by appropriations 
to prevent an inundation; not overflowing with 
gold and silver, but with bank notes, paper credit, 
to retain which in the Treasury would, ineffect,have 
been but to borrow so much from the banks for the 
time. The greatestof all absurdities is to hoard up 
bank notes,or credit,in the Treasury. It is but todraw 


somuch from circulation to be filled up by new issues, | 
thas giving the banks interest both on the old and | 


the new issues. But this is not the only objection. 
It is liable to another, still stronger, if possible. The 
notes drawn from circulation being replaced by 
another issue of equal amount, the channels of 
citeulation are kept fall, and when the Gov2rn- 
ment comes to draw from the Treasury the accu- 
mulated mass, the necessary effect is, that the ad- 
dition to the already full channels of circulation, 
sweils the nde till an inundation follows, sweeping 
all before it, sach as we lately witnessed. Yes, 
we have just passed through a period, in which 
the most wasteful and corrupt expenditures could 
not sluice the Treasury fast enough to prevent the 
inundation of paper, but has left the country and 
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Government in their present embarrassed condi- 
tion. I now ask, what caused this overflowing 
Treasury, with all the accompanying extravagance 
and following disasters? What, bat the prolific 
parent of evil, the protective system—duties im- 
posed, not for revenue, but to favor one branch of 


- Industry at the expense of all others; and which 


exacted from the people more ihan the wants ofj 
the Government needed, or even its waste and ex- 
travagance could expend. 

It is difficult, in the changed condition of things, 
and in the midst of the present denunciation of ex- 
travagance and praise of economy, to realize the 
scenes through which we have lately passed. It is 
but four yearssince, when he was considered a bene- 
factor who could devise some new scheme of spend- 
ing money, and when the then Administration, not- 
withstanding the extravagance of the appropria- 
tions, was censured for not spending money fast 
enough, and was even called on by a resolution of 
the Senate to know how much they cou'd spend. 
Such was the cause of the extravagance which is 
now condemned on all sides, and the fruits ofa 
mistaken and mischievous policy. 

In order to determine who is responsible for this 
extravagance, it is only necessary to decide who 


!| are responsible for the policy in which it originated. 
sumed from North Carolina) a repreof for the : 


I, then, put the-question, who were the authors and 


|| snpporters of the protective system? I leave gen- 
(Mr. Sournarp here said he did not allude to | 


tlemen to answer. I submit it to the journals of 


Congress and the public voice to decide. Appro- 


| priation and expenditures are but consequences— 
! dangerous and corrupting consequences—but, at the 
that the rebuke he anticipated for me was from my | 


same time, consequences whose alternative, an ac- 
cumulation of a surplus mass of bank notes in the 
Treasury, .is, to say the least, not less dangerous 
and corrupting. It has been our misfortune to be 
cursed with these combined evils. 

But; as important as are these questions, there is 
another still more so, relating to the future. The 
past is past, and cannot be recalled; and a recur- 
Tence to it is only profitable as furnishing lessons of 
experience. The future is still before us with its 
realities, and the important question is, who are 
now the advocates and supporters of so calamitous 
a policy, in spite of the severe lessons of experience? 
Time will show, and when it does, it will make 
manifest who are the real friends and authors of 
extravagance, and foes of economy and retrench- 


', Ment. I repeat, economy is a cardinal republican 
,. virtue; and that there never existed a Government 
Mr. CALHOUN. Iam the friend of economy, | 


of the kind, in which it was so indispensable as in 
this of ours. I do not intend to go into the reasons 
on this occasion; but of all Governments, ours is 
that in which patronage and extravagance are the 
most corrupting and dangerous. Thus thinking, I 
rejoice that we are compelled to retrace 
our steps and economize. Yes, compelled | 
by that which only can enforce economy on a do- 
minant party and empty Treasury. It is on that I 
rely. Its mandates must be obeyed, and I wish it 
to be understood that I intend to use my best efforts 
to keep it low, till the Government is thoroughly 
reformed and restored to its original purity. Fill 
the Treasury to overflowing to-day, and to-morrow `- 
the scenes of profusion and extravagance through; 
which we have thus far passed would return. No- 
thing but stern necessity can correct abuses; and I 
now give notice, when the time has arrived for the 
readjustment of the tariff, 1 shall resist all attempts 
to draw more money from the pockets of the peo- 
ple than is absolutely necessary, with rigid econo- 
my, to the just and constitutional wants of the Go- 
vernment. In doing so, I shall give the highest 
evidence of being the friend of economy and our 
free institutions. Here let me say, that I deem fif- 
teen millions of dollars annually to be ample to 
meet all the just wants of the Government, not in- 
cluding the Post Office Department. With that 
sum, we may place our civil list and military esta- 
blishment, in all its branches, on a respectable 
footing, and enlarge our navy, so as to give pro- 
tection to our wide-spread commerce, and give us 
the command ot the adjacent seas. 

I know nothing of the contents of the document 
that has caused this discussion, but will vote for 
the motion without knowing. whether the ef- 
fects of the publication will be such as the mover 
contemplates or not. . The public attention is 
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roussd to the subject of our expenditures, and 
whatever we publish on the subject, I doubt not, 
will be closely serutinized. If there be errors in 
the repert, or if be drawn up so as to make false 
impression, it will been seen and pointed ou'; but, 
if not, it will have its due weight. With this im- | 
pression, I care not to look at its contents before : 
giving my. vote; but, if any gentlemen desires time ` 
to examine it before he votes, as far as I am con- 
cerned it shall not be withheld from him. 

Mr CLAY was glad that the Senator from South 
Carolina admitted that the expenditures of this Ad- 
ministration had been extravagant. Coming from 
him, it was an admission very important. And 
Mr. C. denied both his premises and conclu- 
sion; and proceeded to argue that the protective 
system was not the cause of the surplus revenue, 
and that it did not necessarily follow that a Go- 
vernment, with a surplus, would always be ettra- 
vagant, though he admitted the conclusion to be 
correct in regard to this Administration. Mr. C. 
proceeded to point out what he thought the real 
causes of a surplus, and to specify and comment 
upon various expenditures of the Administration. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said: I rejoice at this day’s 
debate. It has been the most propitious day for 
eliciting trath which we have seen since the com- 
mencement of the session. I's consequences, for 
good or fcr evil, must be felt, and wiil be felt, ei- 
ther by cur friends in the Opposition or by our- 
selves. I am most willing to abide the resu!t. 

Ido not rise to discuss any of the great ques- 
tions agitated to-day, which have notan immediate 
bearing on the subject before the Senate. My pur- 
pose is, so far as my voice can be heard, to fix the 
the attention of the Senate and the country upon 
the very question now at issue between the two 
great political parties; which is, have the present 
Administration been guilty of an extravagant ani 
wasteful expenditure of the public money? 

As to the result of the next Presidential election; — 
I shall never make that a subject of discussion ia 
this body, unless I should be forced into it by Sena- 
tors in the Opposition. In passing, I would merely 
say, “Let not him that girdeth on his harness 


boast himself, as he that putteth it of.” 1 shall | 


Never raise the shout of victory, until the battle 
has been fought and won; although I may feel 
great confidence in the result. The event, under 
Providence, isin the hands of the American peo- 
ple; and this day's debate will essentially serve to 
enlighten their judgment and to influence their de- 
cision. 

Mr. Van Baren came Into office on the 4th of 
March, 1837. Siace that day, we mast all admit 
that the Treasury has not been fall. On the con- 
trary, we have found difficulty ever since in raising 
the ways and means, This fact we cannot deny; 
and if we have been guilty of extravagant and un- 
necessary expenditures of the public money within 
that period, we can neither justify nor excuse our- 
selves under the plea of an overflowing Treasury. 
We desire to escape from this charge under no 
such subterfuge. We boldly deny the accusation 
of extravagance preferred against us by our politi- 
cal opponents, and demand the proofs by which it 
is,to be sustained. 

In order to establish their accusation, tha! this 
Administration has been guilty of an extravagant 
and unnecessary expenditure of the people’s mo- 
ney, since the 4th March, 1837, they must clearly 
and distinctly point out the items and the objects of 
this extravagant and unnecessary expenditure. 

We call upon them, for ‘their bill of particulars. 
We ask them where, when, and how, have these 
expenditures been incurred? Vague and general 
charges of extravagance, although clothed in the 
most eloquent language, amount to nothing. We 
call for specifications—for items. By this report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, we furnish our 
Opponents with the best weapons to assail us, if we 
are vulnerable. It enumerates, under different 
heads, all the expenditures of public money since 
the present Administration came into power. It 
presents the subject, item by item, and makes an. 
aggregate for the last year (1839) of thirty-seven 
millions of dollars. The permanent and regular 
' expenses of the Government, during that year, did 
not reach thirteen millions and a half; and it has 


H 


N 


never, to my knowledge, been asserted, either by 
friend or fve, that, under any system of wise econo- 
my, they could have been reduced below this sum. 
The remaining twenty-three millions and a half 
(I sp-ak in round numbers) consist of eleven mil- 
lions expended in the payment of the public debt, 
which we were compelled to create ia conse- 
quence of the bank explosion of 1837; and 


curred by pursuing this policy? If Indian treaties, 
ratified by the Senate, and sanctioned by Congress, 
had required the expenditure of five or ten mil- 
lions more in removing the Indians from the States 
east of the Mississippi to the westof that river, 


| who could have fairly charged Mr. Van Buren 
! with extravagance in this increased expenditure? 


twelve millions and a half appropriated by ` 


Congress for the purpose of meeting extraordi- | 


nary and temporary expenditures which we allege 
were unavoidable. We now come tothe very 
point in controversy. This is a question of figures; 
and honorable Sznators in the Opposition are called 


upon, with the report of the Secretary of the Trea- . 


sury ia hand, to lay their finger upon those items 
of expenditure, whether ordinary or extraordinary, 
which they condemn. Let them point out such as 
could have been avoided. This, and this alone, is 
the mode by which they can establish the charge 
of extravagance against the present Administration. 
Now, sir, our case is presented. 
our expenditure are before the Senate, and the 
people ofthe United States, in an officialand au- 
thentic form; and feeble as I may be, I am willing 
to take up the gauntlet, and do battle with any of our 
political opponents in defence of the present Admi- 


nistration against this charge. I shall not refer tothe | 


ournals for the purpose of proving that they them- 
selves have voted ia detail for the very expendi- 


tures which they now condemn in mass. This has | 


never been my practice. I take these expenditures 
as I find them; and all I ask is, that our opponents 
shall come forward and specify, in a distinct and 
tangible form, those particulars which they deem 
unnecessary and extravagant. 

Gentlemen, in the first place, fix fifieen millions 
of do'lars as the proper annual expenditure of the 


Government, and then charge the Administration : 


with extravagance, because it has exceeded this 
imaginary standard. The present report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury exposes, in the clearest 


light, the fallacy and the injustice of such a course. | 


The heads of | 


. cessful 


Is there any Senator who would restore the In- 
dians to Georgia, and the other States from whence 
they were removed, even if, by doing so, he could 
restore the cost of their removal to the public 
Treasury? Not one. 

The most extraordinary item embraced in this 
general charge of extravagance, is the large 
amount of indemnities paid by the Treasury to 
our own citizens, for losses sustained by the 
injustice of foreign Governments, and which the 
administration of General Jackson obtained from 
these Governments by its vigorous and suc- 
policy. These sums were paid into 


| the Treasury in trust for the claimants, and of ne- 


cessily they were paid out to theseclaimants. And 


| yet this very disbursement contributes largely in 


swelling the aggregate expenditure of the last 
year to $37,000,000, and is thus made to constitute 
one of the items of proof to establ:sh the charge of 
extravagance against the present Administration. 

I might examine in detail the whole list of these 


; extraordinary and temporary expenses of the Go- 


vernment during the iast year, and ask which 
one of them could have been avoided; and the an- 
swer to each individual question must be the same. 
They were all necessary. Mr. Van Buren is fairly 
chargeable with none of them. Point out when, 
and where, and how, he could have avoided or dimi- 


| nished any of them. Unless you can do this, you 


give up the question. 

The honorable Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cray] takes up the expenses of the civil list. He 
compares their aggregate amount with what it was 


: a number of years ago, and shows that it has in- 


Among the items constituting the twelve and a ; 


half millions of the extraordinary and temporary 
expenditures during the last year, we must cer- 
tainly find the evidence of this extravagance, if it 
is any where to be found. Can any Senator spe- 
cify a single expenditure upon this list which ought 
not to have been made? In it the items for Indian 
wars, for the purchase of lands from: the In- 
dians, and their removal west of the Mississippi, 
amount to a large sum. Bat who will say that these: 
expenditures have been unnecessary? ‘The present 
Administration, when it came into power, found 
an Indian war raging on our Southern frontier. 
This war was more savage, if possible, than any 


war which the savages had ever waged against | 


us. Men, women, and children, were murdered 
indiscriminately. Would any. one of our friends 
on this side of the House, stop to calculate the 
cost of defending our cit:zens against such a cruel 
and treacherous foe? I answer, not one. If mil- 
lions more had been necessary for this purpose, 


censured for this expenditure? Extravagance in 
this particular can with no more justice be charged 
on Mr. Van Buren, than on the Emperor of China. 
He found the Florida war raging when he came 
into power; and he was bound, by the most impe- 
rative obligations, to apply the money granted by 
Congress to the defence of the country. Had he 
acted otherwise, he would have violated the 
highest duty of his station; and yet this is 
a heavy item in the extravagant expenditure 
with which he is charged. It is perfectly 
fair for gentlemen to examine carefully the manner 


in which this war has been conducted, and if they | 


can find any thing in it justly censurable, to hold 
it up to public view. But the war itself, and the ne- 
cessary expenses of conducting it, were inevitable. 
Then as to the removal of the Indians and the 
purchase of their lands. This policy was, I be- 
lieve, commenced under the administration of Mr. 
Monroe, and has been steadily pursued throughout 
all the succeeding Administrations. The object 
has now happily been almost accomplished. Is 
Mr, Van Buren chargeable with the expense in- 


rals. 
we could meet him. 


creased. This increase has been rendered abso- 
lutely necessary by the increase of our rapidly ex- 
tendingcountry. But he deals altogether in gene- 
He does not descend to particulars where 


Here Mr. CLAY said, I do descend into parti- 
culars. I mentioned the increased number of cus- 
tom-house officers. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. The gentleman refers ge- 
nerally to the custom-house officers. What kind 
of a bill of particulars is this? If the number of 
custom-house officers has been increased, let it be 
shown that this increase was made without neces- 
sity, and was not required by the public service. 
This, I think, will prove to be a difficult task. Let 
the subject be minutely investigated. 

This is not a question to be carried by eloquent 
appeals, bat by a close examination of facts and 
figures. The Secretary of the Treasury has laid 
the case fairly open for gentlemen: and if there 
has been any expenditure not justified by necessity, 
I am willing to unite with them in condemning it. 


_ Three years of the expenditures of the present 
they would themselves have granted these millions. 


With what justice, then, can the Administration be . 


Administration are now before the country; and I 
shall expect, at an early day, to hear from our 
friends in the Opposition on this subject. I repeat 
agan, let them point out the items of extrava- 
vance; and if we wh® are the political friends of 
this Administration caanot defend each one of them 
in detail, we must suffer the consequences. The 
people fof this country have a right to know whe- 
ther any, and, if any, what, amount of the thirty- 
seven millions of dollars paid out of the Treasury 
during the last year, has been expended without 
necessity. 

Sir, the necessary expenses of this Government 
must go on increasing. No human prudence or 
foresight can prevent it. All that we can do, is to . 
take care that not a dollar shall be expended which 
is not necessary to promote the interest or defend 
the honor of the country. You might, with 
equal propriety, say that the same quantity of 
cloth would make a garment for the full grown 
man, which was suficient for him when he was a 
little boy, as to allege that the necessary expendi- 
ture for this country, now embracing twenty-six 
States and three populous Territories,should-be limit- 
ed by what they had been ten or twenty years age. 
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The position caanu!, for a moment, be main- 
tained. 

I agree 
(Me. Preston) that sound policy dictates to us to 
increase our navy. ltis our best an! most na- 
toral defence against a foriga foe, and our com- 
merce, wh:ch is spread over every sea, demands ad- 
divonal protection. Bat, according to the po-i- 
lioas assumed by gent'emen, the appropriations 
which may be made by Congress to carry this po- 
licy into eifect, would constitute, in the aggregate 
of the account current, a heavy item of extrava- 
gant expendiiare against the Presiuveat, who should 
erecate onr will. 

‘The present issue is precise and limited in its 
character. Have the expensesof tae Government 
been extravagant since the 4th March, 18377 We 
are ready ior the trial. Tis question, however, 
is-not to be decided by comparing the agzregates of 
expenditures for the years 1837, 1538, and 1839, 
with the aggregate for previous years, when there 
were no indian wars—ne Indian lands to be pur- 
chased, nor Indians to be removed, and none of the 
other enumerated extraordinary expenses to be in- 
curred. l have nothing mere to say. 

Mr. CALHOUN. My obj:ct, when I first ad- 
dressed the Senate on this subj-ct, was neither to 
accuse nor defend the Adm nistration, It was 
much higher—to state facts. point out causes, and 
trace consequences. In affirming that there had 
been a period of extravagance, I made no partica- 
Jar reference to the-present Administration; but, on 
the contrary, asserted at the tine that the period of 
economy had commenced. But, as the Senator 
from Kentuc'ry had thoucht proper to refer what I 
had said to the existing Adminis'ration, [ veel mny- 
seif called on, as an acto. justice, to state my im- 
pression how far they are or are noi rsponsibie, in 
Teference to the subject of ciscnssion. 

There certainly remains mu’h to be done to 
complete the work of retrenchment and economy; 
but, as far as I can judge, it wou A be doing great 
injustice to deny that, in the ranks of the Adminis- 
tration, there exists a stronz desire to reform the 
expenditares, and that a good deal has been done 
already, unde: circumstances of no smali difficulty. 
So strong has been this spirit at the present session, 
that thus far few bills have passed, involving ex- 


penditures, to which I could not cheerfelly give my . 


assert. But [attribute th? reformation to the ex- 
hausted state of the Treasury. I know well, 
from past experience, if the Treasury had been 
fail, the money would be spent. It would not 
have been in the power of this, or of any other 
Administration, to prevent it; and I take the occa- 
sion to repeat, that I rely on an empty Treasury,as 
the only certain remedy against extravagance. 
The most that can be done by the Administration, 
is to bring down the expenditures wih the dimi- 
nishing means of the Treasury. This is no difficult 
task, and necessarily requires time. I ask the dis- 


tinguished Senator from Kentucky, in all candor, | 
whether it would be possible for the Adminis‘ra- |: 


tion to reduce th: expenditures to the proper 


i 


standard, all at once? Take the penzion lists. . 
There are about forty-four thuusand remaining on | 


it, at a cost of upwards of three millions annually. ; 


Can that be got clear of at once? What can be 
done ander this vast head of expenditure, but to 
arrest the farther progress, and to leave it to time 
to retrench? I appeal to all whether there has not 
been greai vigilance for the last two years, to pre- 
vent the increase of the lists, or whether more 
could well be dune in that particular than has been? 
Again; take the Seminole War, for which the pre- 
sent Administration is not ceriainly responsible. 
They fonnd it existinz,and how could they prevent 
the heavy expenditures from that source while it 
continues to exis:? 

I have had, sir, some experience on the rubject 
of retrenchment and economy. It was my fortune 
to administer the Department of War under Mr. 
Monroe. The Department was in a siate o! great 
disorder, and the exoenditures extravagant. I went 
in with the determination to use my best efforts to 
economize and retrench, to which I devoted my- 
self; but I found the task a work of three years of 
ineessant labor, before it could be accomp:ished, to 
any thing like satisfaction to myself, 


| The Senator has asse: ted on this as well as other 


|} occas‘ons, that the tariff was not the cause of the sur- 
with the Senator from Sowh Carolina, | 


pius revenns, but that it was caused by the peblic 
lands. A very few remarks wil, 1 trast, satisfy 
the S-nator himself that he is in error. 
of 1825 raised the duties, 02 an average, o! all the 
imports so high, that nearly one-half im value of all 
the goods imported was paid to she custem-house; 
that is, oat of an import of about sixty millions of 
dotlars, the Government collected about thirty mil- 
tions. That was about the amount of the imports 
when the compromise act passed. Since then oar 
domestic exports have risen to nearly 100,000,000; 
which, addisg the protits of trade, and the whale 
fishery, with cther rescurces, would give an import 
of not less than one hundred and twenty or thirty 
mitltons, and which, if the tariff of 1825 had not been 


reduced, would have given an income from the cus- : 
Could so large ; 


toms of sixty or seventy millions. 
an amount have been collected without a heavy sur- 
plus? It may, indeed, be said, that if the tariff 
had not been reduced, the exports would not have 


b.en increased, but that would place its oppressive | 


character in astill stronger light. The object for 
reducing the tariff was in part to get c'ear of theex- 
cess of revenue; but notwithstanding the reduction, 
which had to be gradual to prevent the destraction 
of the manu'actures, the duties were sufficient to 
swell the income from that source to an amount 


Toe teriif 


greatly beyund the expenditures of the Government. | 


The surplus, after th: payment of the public dett, 
and the removal of the deposites, was piacel in 
S ate bants; and afforde:| the means of bank ac. 
commodation, on so large aseale, as to raise prices, 
andto give an unbounded impulse to speculation 
in the public lands; and hence the revenue from 
that source, to which the Senator attributes the sur- 
plus. It, indeed, greatly increased it; but properly 
considered, it was itself but ene of the effects of the 
surplus already accumulated in the ‘Treasury from 
the tanif. 

Bat the Senator said that, admit'ing it was the 
cause, still there was no necessity that the surplus 
shonid be spent: no necessity for spending a reve- 
nue of forty or fifty millions of bank paper, passing 
into the Treasury annually? Conld sucha tide of 
paper be permitted to flow into the Treasury from 
year to year, without flowing out through some 
otherchanne.? I put the question to the Senator, 

` would not its first effect have beento transfer 
a large portion of the property of the coun- 
try to the banks, and their 
finally, on the reflux of the tid», to 
them in the embarrassed and prostrated condition 
in which we now find them? Is not, in fact, the 

. present condition of the country, proof conclusive 

. of the truth of what I have asserted? 

i (Mr. Cray. 

been prevented by the distribution of the surplus.) 


|! Yes, it might, and I accordingly made the quali- 


fication, that it must be spent, or got ciear of some 
other way; bat the Senator knows my objections 
to the scheme of raising a revenue for distribution. 
' It may be expedient to get clear of an accidental 
surplus to avoid a greater evil, bya deposite with 
the States, as was the case in 1836; buvof all mea- 
sures, I regard a permanent distribution of the re- 
venue, as the most fatal effect that could grow out 
of a surplus revenue. As bad as are extravagant 
expenditures, itis still worse. We have had the 
two combine!, and they, in the shortspace of a 
: few years, have weil nigh proved fatal to the 
country. 

The Senator in conclusion declared against a 
high tariff, but asseried, if I understood him cor- 
recily, that he was for protection, and was tn fa- 
vor of asystem of countervailing, or retaliatory 
duties. 

(Mr. Cray explained, that he was in favor of 
maintaining the compromise act, and of affording 
protection within the limits to which it would re- 
dace the duties.} 

I c:rtainly understood the Senator to say that he 
i Was prepared to meet prohibi:ion by prohibition. 
i Did l understand him correctly? 

{Mr. Cray assented.] 

I do not intend to go into the important question 
involved; but I take the occasion ot raising a warn- 
| ing voice against the whole system of retaliatory 


The accumulation might have : 


duies. It would prove worse in the end than the 
protective system. Go in‘o it when you may, it 
wiil be almost impossible to get out of it. Begin 
the war of duties against duties and prohibiuon 
against prohibition, and you will find no stopping 
place. It willgoon, The passions will be roused 
on both sides. Pride will te enlisted. If you raite 
the duty on one article in order to force a reduc- 


_ tion on another, instead of reduction, additional du- 


ues will be laid to countervail yours. If you pro- 
hibit on one article, to force the removal of prohi- 
bition on another, it will in ike manner be met by 
prohibition on some third article. In every in- 
stance there will be less resistance to ircreased du- 
ties on one side, than to the reduction of the duties 
on the opposite, and to adding to the list of prohi- 
bied articles on owe sice, than diminishing the list 
on the other. ` 

lt is easy to see the end. We should have the 
protective tarif in the worst possible ferm, still 
more oppressive and more difficult to throw off. I 
proclaim the danger in advance, and I call on 
those interested to be on their guard. 

In guarding against the danger of the retaliating 
system, [ am not inssnsible to the unequal and op- 
presive cuties under which some of our great sta- 
ples, and especially tobsceo, labor in many of the 
countries with which we have commercial rela- 
lions, to the great injury of both them and us. I 
hope the folly of such a policy will yield to the 
growing intel igence of the ag’; and I do trust that 
those who may be charged with the Executive De- 
partment of ihe Government, will spare no efforts, 
nor lose any opportunity, to remove the evil, 
through the agency of negotiation and argument; 
but I do trast that the Government will not go a 
Step teyond. It would te, at best, but to injure 
ourselves in order to spite others. I hope that 
some more suitable occasion may be presented to 
go fully into this imporiant subject, before the ter- 
mination of the session. 

Tne question being then on printing thirty thou- 


; sand extra copies of the report, it was agreed to— 


i ayes 22, noes 14, as follows: 


favorites, and ° 
leave : 


YEAS—-Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Sturgeon, Wall, Williams, and Wright-—22, 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Knight, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Ruggles, Southard, Tailmadge, Web- 
ster, and White—14. ʻ ' 

_ The Senate then adjourned, 


SPEECH OF MR. DAVIS, 

OF INDIANA. 

In the House Representatipes, April 30, 1840.— 
Delivered in\ Committee‘of the Whote House, ’ 
on the subjechof an appropriation for the Cum- 
berland Road. : 

Toe general aphrepriafion bill being under con- 

sideration in Coma\iuee ¢f the Whole House— . 
Mr. DAVIS movkd tp strike out the following 

items: NS! : 

For coast surveys - - $125,000 


For colonnade to the Treasury tuildirg 41,020. 
For completing the Patent Office - 52,000 
For continuing the Post Office building 125,000 
Amounting in the whole to - - $343,000 


and inseriing in lieu thereof: 

“That the following sums be, and they e here- 
by appropriated, for the continuation of the Cum- 
berland road, viz: 


For the State of Ohio - - - $75,000 
For the State of Indiana - - 100,000 

- For the State of Illincis - - 100,000 
$275,000 


To be disbursed under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of War, subject to all the regulations and re- © 
strictions of former appropriations.” 

Mr. D. assured the committee that nothing bat 
the strongest sense of obligation to his constituents _ 


could induce him to trespass for a single moment — | 


on their patience, wearied, as he knew they were, — 
by protracted sittings and irrelevant debate. Gen- 
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tlemen around him were crying out, “There is no 
hope for your road in the Senate,” “Your bill is 
killed in the Senate,” and similar disconragi:g re- 
marks; still, though he feared that this uafortunate 
condition of their claim was but too true, it should 
not deter him from discharg'ng the duty he owed 
to the people who have honored him with their 
confidence. 

Mr. D. said there were two reasons which had 


induced him to move to strike out these particular | 


items from the estimates. The first was, that, un- 
der the present straitened condition of the Trea- 
sury, he was under the impression that the colon- 
nades, porticos, and other ornamental portions of 
the Patent Office, and the Treasury building, could 
with much prepriety be dispensed with, at least for 
the present. One of those buildings was now oc- 
cupied, and the other could be rendered habitable 
at very little additional cost. The Post Office 
could be covered in so as to preserve it from injury 
for another year, ata very trifling expense; and, 
the materials on hand not being of a perishable 
character, of course no great injury could result 
from the delay. 

But the second reason, said Mr. D. why he had 
moved to strike out any portion of this bill, in 
order to insert his amendment, was for the ac- 
commodation of certain gentlemen, who are very 


fastidious to accommodate the legislation of the | 
: tion, as inducements to the people who have colo- 


country, sO as not to transcend the estimates sub- 
mitted td this House by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. But before he proceeded to notice the ob- 
jections of gentlemen to making appropriations 
which are not included in the estimates of the cur- 
rent year, he must be permitted to reply very 
briefly to the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Parris ] 
To his remarks lately made to the House, he [Mr. 
Parris] says, that the new States have no claims 
upon the General Government for making this 
road. Now, sir, the gentleman has but lite know- 


ledge of the history of his own country, or at least | 


that portion of it called the new States; for it is 
well known that this road had its origin ia legisla- 
tion as early as 1805; from that period forward 
until the last year continued legislative sanction 
has been extended to this rcad. The origin of the 
claim to an appropriation was first founded in the 
compact admitting the State of Ohio into the Union 
as will Le seen by the report of a committee made 
and the bill subsequently founded upon it, and ap 
proved 29th March, 1806, entitled ‘‘A bill to regu: 
late the laying out and making a road from Cum 
beriand, in the State of Maryland, to the State oj 
Ohio.” 

This first act of Congress not only provides for 
the construction of this road by the two per cent. 
reserved for that purpose by the compact between 
the United States and the State of Ohio; but it 
makes this additional provision in the same bill: 
‘That any further sums of money required for the 
continuation of the road, shall be appropriated’out 
of the Treasury of the United States.” Here isa 


direct appropriation of money from the Treasury, | 


in addition to the two per cent. already reserved 
for that purpose, and every subsequent appropria- 


tion bill passed, from that day to the pre- j 


sent, has drawn from the the Treasury mo- 
ney in advance, with the contingency that it be 
reimbursed from the beforementioned two per cent. 
reserved fand; showing conclusively that the gen- 
tleman from Maine isin error, when he alleges 
that the new States have no claims upon the General 
Goverament for this road; for the States of Indiana 
and Illinois have claims arising from the compact 
admitting them to the Union, couched in language 
as strong as that of the compact with Ohio. The 
obligation on the General Government to complete 
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that may be necessary to complete it, if reasonable 
annaal appropriations be mad.? Such a course of 
preceeding is worse than folly, and is, perhaps, 
only equalled by the conduct of the dissolute Ca- 


| tharine the Second, of Russia, whv expended mil- 
© Hons in erecting gigantic edifices at both Moscow 


, only ene destined to perpetuate our nation’s great- | 


this road is imperative; for, according to the word- | 


ing of the compact admitting Illinois into the 
Union, it is expressly stipulated that the Govern- 
mentof the United States shall apply this fund, 
(viz. the two. per cent. reserved) to the making of a 
road to the State. This road to the State, the Ge- 
neral Government has commenced; and wiil they 
adopt the miserable policy of withholding from 
this great national work the sum necessary to its 
gradual completion? thereby permitting it to sink 
into.a state of dilapidation from which ten times 
the sum will be requisite to consummate the work 


and Petersburg, and then commenced a public 


highway to connect both these capitals; but 
having abandoned her road to build a 
marble palace for one of her favorites, 


it remained a monument of her folly, and an ob- 
struction rather than a facility to travellers. Shall 


` such be the fate of the on'y enterprize of which 


this great nation can boast? in his judgment, the 


ness, and as such, the only cne having demands ` 


prove the policy of extensive land holders making 


| roads, with a view to enhance the value of their 


own possessions; and on this ground alone the Ge- 
neral Government would have been justified in 


| making this road, had they had no other object to 


countenance the outlay. And is it not notorious 
that millions upon millions have found their way 
into the public coffers, that never would have 
reached them, had it not been for the facilities al- 
ready afforded by this great national underiaking, 
and the others held out by the pledge of its comple- 


nized the Wesi? 
It was due to himself, said Mr. D. and to the 
opinions he had long entertained, in relation to the 


; constitutional power of Congress to construct 


works of internal improvement, to say, that ac- 
cording to his judgment, no such power exists, un- 
less for objects strictly and purely national; no 
power is given by the Constitation to collect taxes 
from the many, to be disbursed tor the benefit of the 
few; nor is the policy cf collec:ing money from the 
people to be sent back to the people, in accordance 
with the tenor and spirit of our institutions; for the 


| people (to say nothing of the folly of such a 


course) must be the losers by this process of col- 
lecting and paying back their own money; but he 
apprehended none of these objections would apply 
to the case before them, as it is evident this work 
has claims paramount to any other now under the 
supervision and control of the general Govern- 
ment. 

The gentleman from Maine further alleges that 
this road is exclusively local and sectional, avd of 
course unconstitutional. Now (Mr. D. sa‘d) he 
was ata lossto know by what kiad of logic the 
honorable member can make this a local work, 
when he knows, or if he does not know, it would 
be but civility on his (Mr. D’s) part to inform him, 
that this road passes through portions of seven of 
the States of this Union, overcoming in its course 
the most serious obstacle to an internal commerce 
of the States—the Alleghany mountains—tuereby 
acting as the great binding ligament of the Union, 
facilitating and establishing a social intercourse 
between the East and the West, indispensable to 
the permanent existence of our great Republic. 
To talk of the unconstitutionality of this great na- 
tional enterprise, at this late period of its success- 
ful progress, is absolutely worse than chimerical. 
After it has received, for the long space of five 
and thirty years, the most unqualified support of 
the most logical expounders of constitutional law, 
both in and ontof Congress; after it had re- 
ceived the deliberate sanction of Jefferson 
himself, whose pertinacious adherence to the 
Constitution was enly equalled by the wisdom that 
directed his opinions; and also having received the 
sanction of Madison, Monroe, Adams, Jackson, 
and Van Buren, as they successively approved 
bills providing for the continuation of this work. 
Surely gentlemen canzot hope to make a success- 
ful attack against this road, upon a point so to- 
tally untenable; nor is it by the common or prac- 
tical construction of that instrument alone that this 
work may be continued; for its magnitude and 
nationality defies even a rigid construction of the 
Constitution itself. ‘ 

The gentleman has also brought forward in his 
remarks, made in opposition to this work, the 


cost per mile, taken, as he alleges, from the esti- 


. Upon eur nation’s care, and our nation’s treasure. ; 
| All, who have reflected upen the subject, will ap- 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAT. GLOBE. 


H. of Reps. _ 


mates for making the road; now, in this report the 
geatieman has ac‘ed, if not witha view to mis- 
lead tne public mind, at least illiberally and erro- 
toneously. Who ever heard of an average of ex- 
pendi‘ure beirg drawn from a single item in a long 
and fluctuating account, and that item the 
very highest in the mas? Why, in the 
name of common justice and fair dealing, did 
he not also tell you that the enormous average, 
ashe would have you understand it, in this parti- 
lar mile, was swelled into its magnitude by the 
uavsual difficulties cf the locality and the expendi- 
tureof four hundred and fifty-four thousand dol- 
lars upon bridges alone, leaving the actual expense 
of this mile of road, exclusive cf the bridges, only 
ten thousand dollars. Why did he not present the 
two preseding miles at the same time, one of which 
(No. 69) only cost four thousand two hundred dol- 
lars, and the other (No. 70) only three thousand 
seven hundred dollars. 


The gentleman has also taken some pains to 
travel out of his way, in order to attack and villify 
a most useful class of Western citizens, called 
squatters, who should more justly be denominated 
the pioneersof the West, he has stigmatized them 
as mere “pillagers of the soil, calling upon Con- 
gress to make roads for their accommodation.” He 
knows but little of the persons he thus wantonly 
attacks, or he would not brand them with such un- 
merited and opprobrious epithets. Sir (said Mr. ` 
D.) if there is one class of cilizens among the peo- 
ple of the West, more honest and-patriotic than 
their neighbors, they are the hardy squatters, who: ` 
have broken through the wilderness, and rendered it 
subservient to the comforts and prosperity of the gen- 
tleman who so unjus:ifiably matigns them. Many, 
very many, of our most respectable and intelli- 
gent yeomanry were once settlers upon the public 
lands; many of that class are still so, and no man 
who knows these people will ever think the less of 
them for the humbleness of their outset in life, un- 
less indeed he may entertain the opinion that 
wealth is essential to honesty, ard true love of 
country; for himself, he must say that be had ever 
found, among the occupants of the humble cottage 
of the West, a hospitality, and devotion to their 
country, never to be found in the contaminated 
and fashionable circtes of wea'th. 


Besides, sir, the gentleman should remember 
that these “‘squetters” are made up of emigrants 
from a'l parts of the Union; we have them even 
from the State of “Maine,” and they too make 
good and industrious citizens; their only distin- 
guisbhiog characteristic is an unusual ‘fondness for 
“pine logs andsaw mills.” 


AS my friend from Maine has already received ` 
a preity severe cas'‘igation from one of my col- 
leagues, [Mr. Howarp,] I will, with one additional 
comment, dismiss that gentleman’s attack upon 
the people of the West. He told us that he ap- 
proved of the policy, and admitted the constitu- 
lonality, of the General Government making, as 
they had done, a road from Bangor, in Maine, to 
the British dominions, because, forsooth, it was - 
dubbed a military road; constructed, as the gentle- 
man says, for the purpose of transporting troops; 
and this road, according to the honorable member’s 
own showing, has been McAdamized for the pur- 
pose. Now, sir, he could tell the honorable mem- 
ber that these poor and despised squatters, whom 
he is so gratuitously disposed to traduce, would be 
ready and willing to march, at a moment's warn- 
ing, against the enemies of their country, without 
requiring that country to prepare a McAdamized 
turnpike for them to travel over. This was no 
oratorical conjecture, but had actually taken place; 
and he felt pleasure, as weil as pride, in thus bear- 
ing testimony to matters of fact which fell under 
his owa knowledge. , 


Mr. D. said he regretted exceedingly that this 
national road questien had, hke every other sub- 
ject discussed this session, formed an arena for a 
party conflict. The President has been censured 
for his course, and the opponents of the Adminis- 
tration have, in some manner, been held to accoun- 
tability for the probable failure of this appro- 
priation. 


Mr. D; said he would give a candid statement of 
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the present posture of this affair (as he understood 
it) in a very few words. 

At the opening of the preent session, the 
President’s message was accompanied by a sche- 
dale oF estimates for the current year, coming to 


this House, as is usual, throngh the Secretary of | 


the Treasury. Ia the aggregate amount, pre- 
sumed by that officer to be necessary and proper 
for the economical and efficient management of 
the Government, no sum was named for the 
continuation of ths national road. This omis- 
sion is said to be novel, and many think it culpa- 
ble; for himself, he mast say that he regrets this 
omission, as it has furnished some gentlemen, 
(among whom Mr. Horrman of New York avows 
himself one,) who have hitherto sustained this 
work, with a pretext for opposing it now; 
but what is extremely povel in their position 
is the fact that these same gentleman are decided 
opponents of the President, unwilling to follow his 
suggestions in any instance whatever, except this; 
and now, torsovth, “so strange a wpirit has come 
o'er their dream,” that Mr. Van Buren must play 
the part ofthe “ oracle,” to their pliant consciences, 
before they will vote us one “ sous ” for our road ! 
Traly, 
“ Consistency, thou art ajewel!” 

I wish these fastidious gentlemen could find it 
convenient to abide the recommendations of the 
President in some other particulars. 

(Here Mr. Brown of Mississippi said he appre- 
bended that such a course of remarks would lead 
to reply, and elicit a long debate } 

Mr. D. said be was determined to confine him- 
self to the question; but that nothing was to be 
feared by the friends of this road, if debate should 
be elicited, for he was confident that much of the 
opposition to this work arose from the fact that the 
subject was not well anderstood. 

Mr. D. said, when he was interrupted by the 
gentleman from Mississippi, he was in the act of 
defining the course of the President ia relation to 
this subject. Some gentlemen reflected upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury alto, for not submitting 
the necessary estimates; but it never was any part 
of bis duty to compile the items necessary for pub- 
lic works not connected with the necessary opera- 
tion ef the Government: it is true, however, that 
he has usually been the organ of communication 
for such estimates, coming, as they always have 
done, froin the Secretary of War. At this ses-ion, 


this information was sent to this House, direct from | 


the War Department, as will be feen in a docu- 
ment from that officer, marked No. 2, and evidently 


intended as a part of the Presideut’s message and | 


accompanying documents. f 

On page 624 of these reports, the Engineer-in- 
Chief, as introductory to his estima‘es, holds the 
following language: 

“J transmit an estimate of the funds required to 
complete the various civil works under charge of 
the Engineer Departm-nt, together with an esti- 
mate of funds required for operations during the 
year 1840.” 

This language has the approbation of the Presi- 
dent and the Secre:ary of War, as passing under 
their in pection and approval trom the Engineer to 
this House; and on the sacceeding page may be 
found the following items:. 

For completing the Cumterland road 


inOhio - - $628,166 26 
For completing the Cumberland 
roalin Indiana - - - 3,144,250 20 


For completing the Cumberland 
road in Illinois - - - 1,432,138 49 
The amount required to carry on the work for 
1840, is as follows: 


For Ohio - - - - $100,000 
For Indiana - - - - 150,000 
For Illinois - - - - 150,000 


The ageregate amount estimated as necessary 
for the completion of this rcad, is, in my humble 
opinion, mach too high; at least such is my be'ief, 
so far as Indiana is concerned; and I express this 
opinion with great deference to the jadgment of 
Captain Ogden, the superintendent of this road, 
whom I know to be an efficient and compe- 
tent officer; but, sir, I venture this proposi- 


Re 


tion to the General Government, that if they 
will give us one-half of the above mentioned sum 
in reasonable ins alments, we will give them a quit 
claim to any further drafts upen the Treasury, 
and they shall retain all their rights to transport 
troops, &c. upon the road, as agreat national h:gh- 
way. 

It has teen urged by a d'stinguished gentleman 


from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bippie] that the Presi- | 


dent, in his course this session, upon the subject of 
internal improvements, was guilty of a ceep 
finesse, made with a view to secure Southern voies, 
by holding ont the idea that he was ostensibly op- 
posed to a syst:m of internal improvements, and 
yet intending to press for appropriations to this 
work in an indirect manner. Now the gentleman 
mistakes the character and intelligence of the peo- 
ple of the new States if he supposes they could be 
duped by any suchchicanery. He, Mr. D. had no 
reason to doubt but that the opinions of the Presi- 
dent remained as they ever have been; and that 
they are favorable to the road is evidenced by the 
fact that he has signed bills providing for its con- 
tinuation, But if the gentleman be correct in his 
surmi-es, if the President has shifted his positien, 
it would be far from receiving his (Mr. D’s) com- 
mendation; for the great political star which had 
guided his course through life was to do what he 
thought best for his country and his constitu- 
ents, regardless of other men’s op‘nioas. And 
yet, said Mr. D. I never have been 
viewed as one of your plaste politicians, whose 
only meritis their plabihty. But, sir, if the Pre- 
sident hasacted as the gentleman alleges, it ap- 
pears to me to be a most mistaken policy, endan- 
gering a loss of confidence in the West, and by 
RO means securing new friends in the South. 

[Here Mr. Hussar rose to a peint of order, 


| and said that the appropriation had nothing to do 


with the opinions of the President, but must be 
judged upon its own merits.] 

Mr. D. said, in reply to Mr. H. that that was 
precisely what he desired gentlemen should do in 


voting on this appropriation, without insisting that | 


the President, or any other individual, should first 
instruct them how to proceed. Mr. D. said he fe't 
it duetohimself, to notice for a moment, the re- 
marks made by the gemleman from New York 
(Mr. Horrman] some time S.nce, upon this subject. 
He (Mr. H.] exultingly proclaimed to this House 
and to the coun'ry, how much devotion the Whigs 


and special pains were taken by the Opposition 
prints to lay before the public the relative strength of 
parties, as expressed in the vote fer taking up this 
bill at the clcse of the last session. 

But, sir, the gentleman would have you under- 
stand that those of us who represent districts 
through which this road passes, are here exclu- 
sively on this question, as he is informed. Now, 
Mr. D. said, to speak only for himself upon this 


= subject, he could inform the gentleman, that of 
. the ten counties he had the honor to represent, se- 


ven do not touch upon this read, and have no 
more immediate or direct interest in its completion, 
than the district represented by his colleavge who 
sits before him, (Mr. Prorrit;] and in the three 
remaining counties through which the read passes, 
his Mr. D's aggregate majority was less than one 
hund:ed, whilst his ultimate majority in the entire 
district was thirteen hundred. 

The honorable member from New York has 
given us a glowing and eloquent description of the 
importance of this “queen of ways.” He tells 
us that “he is its friend from principie;” that he 
looks upon it “as a great national road”—“as a 
monument to stand in after times to record the 
wisdom of those who planned, and those who sus- 
tained it.” He tells ns, moreover, “that his friend- 
ship fer it 1s net mere oratorical profession, but 
stands recorded on our journals.” Why then, sir, 
has the gentleman turned his back upon this na- 
tional and magnificent undertaking? He tells 
you himself, in language so plain that these who 
run may read. I wish that others of his politi- 
cal friends would be as candid on this subject 
ashe is. He tells you, sir, that, if this effort for 
an appropriation should be crowned with suc- 
cess this year, it will furnish the present delega'ion 
from Indiana with capital to sustain both them- 
selves and the President. “If political agitation 
was required before the election, it would again be 
summoned to a'd the friends of the Administra- 
tion.” He tells you “that, if these appropriations 
be now made, the course of the Representatives 
from Indiana will be one of triumph;” that, fear- 
ing these results, he is bound to withhold his sup- 
port; in short, he admits that party, with him, has 
triumphed over principle. I forbear, sir, (said Mr. 
D ) to draw conclusicns from such a course of con- 
duct. Leave to the intelligent yeomanry of my 
district, and of the country, the task of estimating 


| the efforis of this eloquent gentleman. 


of the last Congress had manifested by their votes , 


upon the question of this road. Now, itis pro- | 
` babie, said Mr. D. that a majority of the seventy- | 


four votes given for that roadon the last day of 
the last session, were of that gentleman’s party, and 
itis a matter of deep regret that the same result 
was not made manifest by the vote taken in this 
body some weeks since, on a motion to instruct the 
committee to repert a bill for this road; on that oc- 
casion, of the eighty-eight affirmative votes, forty- 
eight were of the Democratic party, the gentleman 
himself voting in the negative. 
also alleges, that the members upon this floor, from 
the line of this road, are here because the Demo- 
cratic presses in Indiana (three or four of which 
he specified by name, and ene of that number in 
his, Mr. D’s, own district,) opened their batteries 
during the last canvass in Indiana upon our prede- 
cessors; “and to Whig inefficiency and Whig Jake- 
warmness was attr:but-d the deteat of the Cum- 
berland road.” Thee fac's, he says, he gives 
upon the information of others; and my colleague 
from the Evansville district avows himself the in- 


formant. Sir, said Mr. D. ifmy honorable colleague . 


had been as faithful in detailing the whole fac's con- 
nected with the late elections in Indiana, as he has 
been in supplying a part of them, I should have been 
sparcd the necessity of this explanation. During 
the pendency of the last election, there were nine 
political parers published in my district; six of that 
number were decidedly opposed to my election. 
The whole nine were zealous and active in the sup- 
pert of their favorite candidates for Congress; and 
all that could be saidin truth, and perhaps a little 
more, was published for and against my predecessor 
and myself; so that the charge of Whig impotency, 
to which the gentleman refers, was more than ba- 
lanced by the untiring exertions of our opponents; 


The gentleman | 


| 


(Mr Hoszarp here said he must protest against 
going into general politics. 

Mr. Tuumpson of South Carolina considered it 
in order, on an appropriation bill, to go inte the ` 
whole course of the Government. 

The chairman of the committee [Mr. Casry] 
sain that the gentleman from Indiana was strictly 
in erder ] 

Mr. Davıs then said that he had felt it to be his 
duty to reply to accusations, in some sense personal 
to himself; but thas he should now dismiss thehonora- ' 
ble member {rom New York, for whom, having the 
honor of his acquaintance, he must say he enter- 
taid the highest personal regard. ` yee 

One word, however, said Mr. D. to my colleague. 
from the Evansville district, for whom, also, I en- 
tertain the kin'e»t personal feeling. He told us, © 
some days ago, in his remarks, avowedly made upon 
this subject, that he was determined to tell this 
House cf ‘the tricks and capers cut on the stump 
in Indiana at the last election.” Itis but justice 
to him to say, that ofall my colleagues, I believe 
him to be the best qualified for the task, especially 
if experience is to form the basis of his avowal. l 

[Mr. Prorrit very good humoredly asknow- 
ledged the fact ] me 

Mr. D. said he had also a word to say to the re- 
presentatives from Virginia; he regretted that the 
constitutional scruples of many of them had in- . 
creased so much since the road had crossed the 
Ohio river. They tell us, ‘that the primitive object 
in making this road, was attained, whenever the 
waters of the Atlantic were connected by it with 
the navigable waters emtying into the Mississippi.” 

Now, Mr. Chairman, | apprehend that if these 
gentlemen had been disposed to give a rigid con- 
struction to the Constitution, and the compact in 
which this road had its origin, their efforts in i's 
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support should have ceased, as soon as it reached 
the Monongahela, as thìs river is one of the navi- 
gable tributaries of the Ohio. Bat, sir, it was 
found quite convenient to consider it as perfectly 
constitutional, until it was completed as far as 
Wheeling, having passed through a portion of their 
territory. Are these gentlemen aware of the fact 
that Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, all by 
- solemn acts of legislation, sanctioned the passage 
of this road through their respective territories? 
- Do they not know, that by the compact with Onio, 
the general Government is bound to make a road 
to and through that State? and in the compact with 
Indiana, they are bound to make a road to that 
State, and by the compact with Illinois, they are 
further bound to make a road to that State? Do 
gentlemen, rc presenting the old States, know, that 
more than three millions of dollars have b-en ex- 
- pended, in making that road east of the Ohio? But 
as the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Mason,) has so 
ably stated all the facts connected with the history 
and constitutionality of this road, I will not dwell 
any Icnger upon it. 

Mr. D. said he cou'd not refrain from express- 
ing his regret that there shouid be sach a manifest 
apathy, not to say opposition, to this work on the 
part of those States through which it passes, since 
it has been finished and ceded to their jurisdiction. 
He thought such a course did not argue very 
strongly in favor of their patriotism, to say the 
least of it; and hoped gentlemen would consent to 
act more magnanimously towards the new Siates. 

Mr. D. said he now proposed to say a word in 

- reply to an observation that fell from some gentle- 
man hear him when he first commenced making 
his remarks. That observation was, “Yoar bill is 
killed in the Senate.” It is certainly a matter of 
deep regret to the friends of this road, that they 
have not been able to procure a direct vote upon 
the isolated proposition for an appropriation; be- 
cause many members have given us distinct 
pledges that upon such a propesilion, they would 
support us, that did not feel at liberty to do so 
when the question was presented to them, as it has 

- ever been, coupled with other subjects which they 
regarded as ex!raneous. 

For a long time we looked to the Senate to fur- 
Dish us with this opportunity, by passing a bill, and 
sending it here for our concurrence; but, to our 

. great mortification, this prospect, we fear, was illu- 
sive. I prepose to advert, for a moment, to one 
of the principal sources of our blighted expecta- 
tions in the Senate. A very distinguished Senator 
from Kentucky— 

Here Mr. Tuompson of South Carolina said, in 
an under tone of voice, ‘‘you admit him to be dis- 
tioepished?”] 

Yes, replied Mr. D. distingu’shed alike for his 
talents and his inconsistency—inconsistent, as well 
on this as on many other important topics ef na- 

' tional legislation. 

Tms Senator, who for so many years was the 


eloqueat and vig:lant defender of the interests of | 


this work——to commemorate whose cfforts, a statue 
of imperishable materials has been erected on the 
_Yoad, near Wheeling—he, too, sir, has not only 
given his vote agains! this measure, for the first 
time, but he has poured forth a torrent of his min- 
gled invective against both the President and this 
great national uadertaking. Like the gentleman 
, from New. York, to whom I have referred, and 
many other leading members of their party, he has 
sacrificed this, his own darling and favorite mea- 
sure, upon the altar of his unhallowed party ambi- 
tion—as is evident from his remarks, recently made 
in the Senate. We are indebted to the efforts of 
_ this Senator, and his only, for the failure of our 
appropriation in the Senate; and, in my humb'e 
_jJadgment, its consequent failure to become a law; 
-as I beleve, if the Senate had given usa bill, we 
could most undoubtedly have passed it. 
But. in order that ibis Senator’s course may be 
properly appreciated, I desire to read a short ex- 
tract from a speech delivered by thitgentleman in 
favor of tris road ia January, 1824, 10 show you 
how eloqueaity he diccoursed at that period in its 
favor;and inat yva may compare it with hise- 
marks recently delivered in the Senate. (Mr. D. 
. WRS about to proceed to read the extract refered to, 
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when Mr. Prorrit and Mr. Sranty rose simul- 
taneously, and gave notice that this part of Mr. 

’s speech would certainly be answered. ] 

Mr. D. then read the following extract from Mr. 
Clay’s speech upon this road as delivered in Con- 
gress in 1824: 

“Let me ask, Mr. Chairman, what has this Government done 
on the great subject of internal improvements, after so many 
years of its existence, and with such an inviting field before it? 
You have made the Cumberland road, only. Gentlemen appear 
to have considered that a Western road. They ought to recol- 
lect that not one stone has yet been broken, not one spade of 
earth has been yet removed in any Western State. The road 
begins in Maryland and terminaten at Wheeling. It passes 
through the States of Maryland, Pennsylvania and Virginia. 
All the direct benefit of the expenditure of the public money 
on that road, has accrued to those three States, Not one cent 
in any Western State. And yet we have had to beg, entreat, 
supplicate you, session after session, to grant the necessary ap- 
propriations to complete the road. Ihave myself toiled until 
my powers have been exhausted and prostrated, to prevail on 
you to make the grant. We were actuated to make these ex- 
ertions for the sake of the collateral benefit only te the West; 
that we might havea way by which we should be able to con- 
tinue and maintain an affectionate intercourse with our friends 
and brethren; that we might have a way to reach the Capital of 
our country, ani to bring our counsels, humble as they may be, 
toconsultand mingle with yoursin the advancement of the na- 
tional prosperity. Yes, sir, the Cumberland road has only 
reached the margin of a Western State; and, from some indi- 
cations which have been given during this session, I should ap- 
prehend it would there pause forever, if my confidence in you 
were not unbounded, if I had not before witnessed that appeals 
were never unsuccessful to your justice, to your magnanimity, 
to your fraternal affection. . 

“But, sir, the bill on your table is no Western bill. It isem- 
phatically a national bill, comprehending all, looking to the 
interests of the whole. The peuple of the West never thought 
of, never desired, never asked, for a system exclusively for their 
benefit. The system contemplated by this bill looks to great 
national objects, and proposes the ultimate application to their 
accomplishment of the only means by which they can be ef- 
fected, the means of the nation— means which, if they be with- 
held from such objects, the union, I do most solemnly believe, 
of these now happy and promising States, may, at some distant 
(I trust a far, far distant) day, be endangered and shaken at its 
centre.” ; > 

Mr. Chairman, I now propose to give you a few 
short extracts from the Senator’s remarks, made 
during this present session to the Senate, accom- 
panied by a word or two ofcomment. That Sena- 
tor says, “that he never thought it expedient to 
create a national debt to carry on works of inter- 
nal improvement; it was only when it could be 
done without inconvenience to the Treasury, that 
he had been willing to concur in appropriations to 
that object.” 

Now, Mr. Chairman, is it not a matter of his- 
tory, that this Senator voted for large appropriations 
tv this road, for many years after the last war, 
when our country was in debt from one hundred, 
to a hundred and fifty millions? And now the whole 
amount of our Government debt does- not exceed 
five millions, and there are ample means to pay off 
that sum, if the banks would but act the part of 
honest agents. This is but a sma!) sample of his 
consistency. Now his remarks upon the constitu- 
tionality of this work are as follows: 

“The operation of the Constitution of the United States, as to 
the construction of artificial roads, has been suspended in all 
parts of the United States except in the three States of Indiana, 
Ohio, and Illinois. We have had, in effect, two constitutions of 
the United States, one for those three States, and another for the 
rest of the Union.” n , 

Will yeu have the goodness, said Mr. D. to 
compare this extract with his 1emarks made in 
1824 (as quoted) in regard to the nationality of this 
work. When speaking ofhis reluctance to vote fur- 
ther sums for its continuaation, he says: 

“That reluctance was increased by a knowledge of the fact 
that the very States, which were thus exclusively benefited, 
constantly maintained the Administration which originated and 
inflicted this inequality, Nay oe majority of tùeir delega- 
tions has been always opposed to a distribution of the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands, by which other States, as well 
as themselves, might have acquired the requisite funds to con- 
struct their works.” g 

Here, sir, we have it as one of the reasons why 
he will no longer support this road, that the States 
thtough which it pas:es dared to support the Ad- 
ministration, not giving him their voles for Presi- 
dent, and thus the peop!e of the new States are to 
be afllicted with the Senator’s wrath for acting the 
part of independent freemen! refusing to abandon 
their principles, and refusing to support his hum- 
bug of a Land bill. That Senator should have 
learned, ere this, that language of intimidation 

should be his last resort, if he is disposed to cajole 
the honest and hardy yeomanry of the West. One 
other extract from the Senator’s remarks, and I 
shall dismiss him. 

He says:— ; 
“Another consideration operates vety strongly’ with me to 

dissuade me, at the present time, from concurring in the pas- 
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sage of this bill; and that is the necessity which I think exists, 
for a thorough investigation into the causes of the extraordina- 
ry expenditures upon this road in those States, and especially 
in Indiana.” 


Here we find the Senator seized all at once with 
the idea that extravagance exists in the disburse- 
ment of the public money, and especially in Indi- 
ana. If abuses of that kind do exist, I desire most 
sincerely their correction, and will go at all lengths 
with other gentlemen for that purpose; but I am 
unwilling to take the suggestion of the Senator, 
“that it will be best 10 remit this whole subject to 
the administration of President Harrison,” for I 
have an aversion to giving so long a credit on so 
important a subject. There are doubts that both 
the Senator and myself shall have passed to that 
“undiscovered country,” before his proffered tribu- 
nal shall have been established. 

Now, said Mr. D. I have but one or two obser- 
vations to make m reply to the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Picxens,] and I shall then 
close these my desultory remarks. 

The amendment which he submitted when this 
subject was first before the House, went to make 
void all our efforts to instruct the Committee of 
Ways and Means, which commiitre is unfortu- 
nately so constituted that no bill will be reported 
by them, unless they are expressly instructed to do 
so. On that occasion the gentleman gave us his 
views in the spirit and tone of one warmly attached 
to the State Rights doctrines; and he and myself, 
said Mr. D. are not so far apart upon this subject 
as might te imagined. I concur with him in most 
of his views of State sovereignty, but we differ as 
to the nationality of this work. He admits the 
power of Congress, under the Constitution, to con- 
struct works of iniernal improvement, provided 
they are of a general, and not local character; for 
the benefit of the nation, and not of a State. This 
point is so finely illustrated in General Jackson’s 
veto message on the Maysville road bill, that I must 
ask that gentleman and others who think and act 
with him, to give that document one more attentive 
perusal. lam sure if they will do this, their ob- 
jections to this great national work will be dissi- 
pated. The gentleman from South Carolina has 
expressed great fears that the Union would one day 
be subverted, on account of the course pursued on 
the subject of internal improvements. If the gen- 
teman has reference to works purely local and 
Sectional, there may be some grounds for his 
gloomy apprehensions; but of this great national 
avenue, of which we are speaking, there can be 
no doubt of its acting as a bond of our prosperons 
and happy Republic, rather than as a disseverance. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, permit me, in conclusion, 
to ask if there is not something due to the people 
of the new States, some obligation resting on the 
General Government to complete this work in ad- 
dition to the many claims I have already recited? 
How much, Mr. Chairman, would have been the 
value of these public lands, if ıt had not been for 
the labor of the hard-working, tax-paying, mus- 
ket-bearing yeomanry of the West, who, with 
an enterprise and an industry no where else to be 
found, have stemmed the dangers, and braved the 
hardships of a border life? These people have 


poured into your coffers more than sixty mil- 


licns of dollars, the result of their hard earning. 
Let me ask, sir, is there r.othing due them for all 
thi? What have they had in return for all their 
efforts? I will tell you, sir;a system of national 
legislation, suicidal of their best interests. South 
Carolina, in her worst days of oppression, never 
had as strong ground for nullification, as some of 
the new States have had. Your system of land 
laws, and the miserable penury manifested in ap- 
propriations to this national road, are alike oppres- 
sive and despotic; and the small pittance you have 
meted out to us on this work, has only been ob- 
tained by repeated begging, and constant importu- 
nity. l, for one, sir, am disposed to change this 
tone of begging for our rights, into a demand for 
justice! l am wearied alike with your tyranny 
and your inflexibility; and so long as I am ho- 
nored with a seat upon this floor, my hand shall be 
raised, and my voice swelled to its boldest t.o'es 
of exclamation, in demanding justice! The time 
may come, and it surely will come, whea we shall 
be able to do jastice to ourselves, and to prostrate 
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in the dust this menster power. When we shall 


have thus conquered, we wi!! inseribe on our shield 
the motto of tue good Old Dominion: “Sie semper 
is.” If the present generation shail fail to 


do this, T am sure, sir, no true patriot of the West, . 


who ioves his nghts as a freeman, but would, with 
his latest breath, infuse into the ears of his last and 
only soa, principles of resistance to all such ty- 
rannies. 


SPEECH OF MR. PARMENTER, 


OF MASSACHUSETTS, 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
A on the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
il. 

Mr. PARMENTER said: Mr. Chairman, the 
gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. Evererr,}] who 
has jost taken his seat, stated that the custom of 
the House, in Committee of the Whole, on the bill 


now under discussion, was consijerably different | 


from what it had been for several years past. That 
it had been usual to refer the Presid-ni’s message 
to a Committee of the Whole House for examina- 
tion and debate, and that speeches on the political 
topics of the day were then made. He has cen- 
sured the friends of the Administration for not pur- 
ening that course, and for not referring the Presi- 
denw’s message. Since I have bsen a member of 
this body, | have witnessed the most voremitted 
efforts, on the part of the friends of the Administra- 
tion, to hnve the President’s message referred for 
the purpose of discussion. But it has been uni- 
form!y objected to by the Opposition. 
well recoilecied by those who were members of the 


last Congress, that scarcely a day passed in the | a ; 
‘+ following passage, speaking of Treasury notes: 


early part of the session, that a member of the 
Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. Haynes] did 
not endeavor to procure a suspension of the rules, 


it was always strongly. opposed by the Whig mem- 
bers, and the requisite vote of two-thirds could not 
be obtained. The message, therefore, was not re- 
ferred as usual. If the remark was intended as 
an excuse ror the wide range the debate has taken 
on this bill, it could not be arged that the occasion 
for that apology was at all attributable to the 
friends of the Administration; for J am sure, as far 
as my knowledge extends, it has always been the 
wish of the Administration members to give it the 
usual and an early reference. Tie fault is not 
with them. 


Had not the Opposition on this floor extended || 


the debate so far as to include within its scope al- 
most every party question of the day, the friends of 
the Administration wedld have gladly forborne 


many remarks, which they bave felt compelied to |; 


make, in justice to themselves and their cause, dar- 


ing the discussion of the bill now before the cem- | 
mittee. The necessity of its early passage, andthe | 
great labor it imposes on one of the important | 


committees of the House, (the Committee of 
Ways and Means,) to be in constant attendance, 
would have induced them to have-taken some other 
occasion, had it been possible. But it would have 
been considered a dereliction of duty to have left 
the entire field to our opponents, and then, perhaps, 
unable to save any time. The gentleman from 
Vermont again brings forward the oft-repeated 
charges of corruption and profligacy against the 
Administration. The accusations are, as usual, 
vague and indefinite; but he has made one remark 
which has struck me with some force. He takes 
the ground, that no successfal investigations can be 
bad without the Executive is of the same political 
character with its accusers. Now,sir, as these charges 
are against the Executive, how can the invest ga- 
tors be successful in demonstrating charges, unless 
they be traue? The Executive department deny 
their correctness. Does the gentleman wish them 
to admit they have done wrong when they have 
not? Or, does he mean to intimate that there has 
not been the most cp°n and freedisc'osure of every 
thing on the part of the different Departments to 
committees of investigation? If so, I think he is 
mistaken, for it has always been admitted, se far 
as | bave ever heard, that the greatest attention has 
been paid, and the most abundant facilities offered 
19 every committee of investigation. The dificul- 


It would be , i 
‘| My colleague quoted from the President’s me: 


|. of three millions. 


for the par of the reference of the message, but |, i 
parpose ra ' been already extinguished, could the Treasury have | 


j! realized the payments due to it from the banks. If | 
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ty docs not lie in the vha mof a favorable political | 


Executive for investigation, but in the absence of 
truth in the various accusations brought against it. 
Tne Secretary of the Treasury has been for a time 
the principal object of attack,and every examination 
and scrutiny into his conduct, has only mo.e and 
| more demonstrate] the fidgtty and capability of 
` this efficient officer. The as-aults upon him, as 
well as the President, pave latterly subsided, and 
have been, during the present ses-ion, transierred, 
in some degree, to the Postmaster Genera!. But, 


i after all the attacks upon him, he is univer: ally ad- 
Aa the House of Repres:ntatives, April 20, 1840—In ` 


mitted to be an officer of consummate ability, and 

of great research and industry. Jt is not my pur- 

pose, in rising, to make a general reply to the gen- 

tleman from Vermont; and I have made these re- 

` marks rather incidentally than otherwise. I wish 
to say a few words in re'ation to the speech made 
by my colleague, [Mr. Cusnina,] some days since, 
which was considered by the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Vanperpoe.,] who succeeded him, as 
more than ordinarily courteous ia its language and 
style. 

We have been so generally denounced, in no 
measured terms, that it is no small praise fora 
member who, at the present day, ranks under the 
Opposition to the Administration, to be compli- 
mente fur his gentlemanly deporiment in argu- 
ment; and therefore I am rather disposed to atiri- 
bute some of his views to oversight than to any 
other cause, alihough his reputation for thorough 
examination is such as to make it a little extraor- 
dinary that he should have made the omission of 
some material facts. 


sage, at the beginning of the present session, th 


“The whole amount unredeemed now falls sho! 
Of these, the chief portion i 
not due till next year; and the whole would hav 


i, those due from them during the next year shall] be 

panctually made, and if Congress shall keep the 
| appropriations within the estimates, there is every 
|! reason tu believe that all the outstanding Treasury 
notes can be redeemed, and the ordinary expenses 
defrayed, without imposing on the people any ad- 
ditional burden, either of loans or increased taxes.” 


| possible, but in the event of the contingencies 
therein named, which, my colleague states, are two: 
| first, that it could not happen, unless Congress 
should make appropriations to exceed the estimates, 
i: which have not yet been made; and secondly, that 
| the bank balances, being but about one million of 
: dollars, were sufficient to go but little way towards 
‘| supplying what was proposed to be given by Trea- 
sury notes—that amount being five millions. 

The idea conveyed by my colleague, although 
he, perhaps, does not, in express terms, say SO, is 
evidently that the President was greatly mistaken, 


sion on the public mind, in relation to the true 
siate of the finances of the nation. I, therefore, 
| regret that he should have overlooked this passage 
in the message of the Prssident. lt will be found 
on page 9: : , 
“The precautionary measures which will be re- 
commended by the Secre'ary of the Treasury, to 
protect faithfully the public credit under the fluc- 
| tuations, and contingencies, to which our receipts 
and expenditures are exposed, and especially ina 
commercial crisis like the present, are commended 
to your early attention.” 


And then he assumes the position that the Presi- ; 
dent expresses his belief that no deficit could be | 


ur that he intended to make an erroneous impres- | 


I will now advert to the report of the Secretary . 


‘ of the Treasury, to which the President refers, and 
which was laid before Congress on the same day 
with the President’s message. 
| says: 
| “The Department, therefore, is now without any 
| resort, temporary or permanent, in case ef mate- 
rial deficiencies; and considering a'l the circum- 
stances before mentioned, with the dangerous lia- 
bility in law to have the whole outstanding Trea- 
sury notes paid in at any moment for public dues, 
without a power remaining to issue others in their 
stead; considering, also, the present revalsions in 
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the commercial world, which affect so seriously 
the receipts from both duties and lands; consider- 
ing the disasters which are befalling the banks and 
rendering our collected funds in some cases wholly 
unavailable, and the advances necessary to be 
soon made for the large payments of pensions, and 
Treasury notes falling due in March, the earliest 
attention to new legislation on this subject seems 
highly prudent, if not indispensible, for the effec- 
tual security of the public eredit.” 

The President, therefore, did not omit to men- 
tion the probability that a temporary arrangement 
would be necessary to relieve the Treasury, even 
admitting thata Treasury note issue, in antici- 
pating the revenue, may be properly called a loan, 
as my colleague contends. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in his re- 
port, also presents a full view of the various 
ether matters which bear upon the finances of the 
nation. 

But, in relation to the intimation that the contin- 
gencies had nothappened which {would cause a 
temporary deficit. It will be recollected that his 
speech was made a little more than a month since, 


' when, in addition to the proofs I have adduced, 


several other communications had been made, which 
show that a larger amount of supply for the Trea- 
sury might be needed than was anticipated. On 
the 4th of February, the attention of Congress was 
called to the state of the finances of the nation, by 
a message of the President in relation to the judi- 
cial construction given to existing laws for the 
collection of imports. The President says: 

“The effects which these proceedings have 
already produced, indiminishing the amount of the 
revenue, and which are likely to increase hereafter, 
deserve your early consideration. 

“ I have, therefore, deemed it necessary to bring 
the matter to your notice, with a view to such - 
legislative action as the exigencies of the case may, 
in your judgment, require. Itis not believed that 
any law which can now be passed upon the sub- 
ject can affect the revenue favorabiy for several 
months to come, and could not, therefore, be safely 
regarded as a substitute for the early provisions of 
certain and adequate means to enable the Treasury 
to guard the public credit, and meet promptly and 
faithfully any deficiencies that may occur in the 
revenue, from whatever cause they may arise. 

“ The reasons in favor of the propriety of adopt- 
ing, at an early period, proper measures for that 
purpose, were explained by the Secretary of the 
Treasury in his annual report, and recommended to 
your attention by myself. The experience of the 
last two months, and especially the recent decisions 
of the courts, with the continued suspensions of 
specie payments by the banks over large sections of 
the United States, operating unfavorably upon the 
revenue, have greatly strengthened the views then 


. taken of the subject.” 


Again, on the 17h of February, the President 
says to Congress by message: 

“I submit to Congress a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, reptating suggestions 
contained in his annual report, in regard to the ne- 
cessity of an early provision by law for the pro- 
lection of the Treasury against the fluctuations and 
contingencies to which its receipts are exposed, with 
additional facts and reasons in favor of the pro- 
priety of the legislation then desired. 

“The application assumes, that although the 
means of the Treasury for the whole year may be 
equal to the expenditures of the year, the Depart- 
ment may, notwithstanding, be rendered unable to 
meet the claims upon it at the times when they 
tall due. 

“ This apprehension arises, partly, from the cir- 


;, cumstance that the largest proportion of the charges 


| 


The Secretary ` upon the Treasury, including the payment of pea- 


sions, and the redempiion of Treasury notes, fall 


. due in the early part of this year, viz: ia the menths 
: of March and May, while the resources on which 


it might otherwise rely to discharge them cannot be 
made available until the last half of the year; ard 
partly from the fact, that a portion of the means 
of the Treasury consists of debts due from banks, 
for some of which, delay has already been asked, 
and which may not be punctually paid.” 
Accompanying the message, of which this ls 4 
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part, was an est'mate of the condi:ion of the Trea- 
sury, as follows: 
Money in the Treasury 19ih February, 1840, 


will, probably, be reduced to = 
Not over two-thirds of this will be 
situated on the seaboard, and conve- 
nient for use to pay pensions and re- 
deem Treasury notes. 
Receipts. 
In March, April, and May, from cus- 
toms and lands, estimated at 
Receipts from banks in those months, 
indebted in 1837 as depositories, es- 
timated at 


Now,.and before the Ist June, com- 
puted aggregaie means - 
Expenditures. 
Expenditures for pensions required by 
5 h March, as estimated by the War 
Department, at $1,760,000; of 
which will then be needed, besides 
what has been recently advanced, 
about - - - 
Treasury nctes falling due by March 
7th, nt yet redeemed 
Treasury notes falling due by March 
13th, not yet redeemed 
Treasury no'es falling due in the rest 
of March, April, and May, and 
others then redeemabie = - 
Ordinary expenditures in March, 
April, and May, out of appropria- 
tions already made, and rew ones 
which are expected to pass, and are 
required to carry into effect exist- 
ing laws, for ordinary objects, be- 
fore 1st of June, estimated at 
Least balance usually proper to have - 
on hand, at various points, near as 
-well as remote 
Add for the 1st of June, to meet what 
is immediately due under the many 
new appropriations passed near the 
close of the session - 


250,000 


1,150,000 


4,500,000 


———— ew 


$9,850,600 . 
5,100,000 , 


Dedact the computed means 


. Amonnt of additional means appear- 

ing expedient now and before the 
Ist of June $4,750 000 
All these documents were before Congress, when 
my colleague selected a single passage from the 
message of the President, from which he inferred, 
‘that Congress and the people were kept in the dark. 
Does not every paper specially refer to the annual 
communication? Isit not already demonstra'ed, 
that much of the deficit, although some was before 
expected, for the early part of the year, arises 
from new causes? It will be seen, of the $4,750,000 
wanted, two millions are to be in the Treasury, 
and about two millions for the redemption of 
Treasury notes. There can be no reason for the 
ilea that there was any disposition to keep any 
other appearance on the state of the Treasury, 
than that which a full aud fiaak statement would 
require. From the beginning to the end, the Ex- 
ecutive has given the true view of the whole sub- 
. ject, and it appears to me, there is no'hing to war- 
rant the conciu-ion, that Congress was not season- 
ably informed, and through Congress, the people 


of the country apprised of the probable deficit of 
the revenue. 


..-. It would seem hardly necessary, if it were not ` 


that party prejudice is ready to attribute any thing 
«Rnd every thing evil to the Administration, to ar- 
range and comment upon the statements of these 
several public dacumenis. But, if it go abroad 
that the President, in speakinz of so important a 
part of the nativnal concerns as its finances, had 
omitted to a'lude to the probability of the Treasu- 
Ty not brirg-able to meet the demands upon it, we 
all know ihe extentio which party zeal would go. 
I have thought it well, therefore, to make an aliu- 
gion to it, because it hag appeared clear io me, that 


3,600,000 


200000 | 


$5,100,000 | 


$900,000 | 
550,000 | 
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the President and Secretary not only gave warning, 
but continued it in the most explicit manner. Ido 


| Not believe there isa man on this floor, who was 
available for general purposes, computed to be ; 


about $1,700,000, but at tha ead of the month it . 
$1,300,000 - 


not aware that there would be, at en early part of 
the session, a necess.ty for legislation forthe Trea- | 
sury, or any one, who had examined the President’s | 
first message aud accompanying documents, who | 
did not see the suggcstion plainly made. 
If I have understood the argument of my col- | 
league on this point, he must have intended to | 
show, either that the President had not sufficiently | 
investigated the state of the national finances, or | 
; that there was evidence of insincerity in the pas- 
sage quoted. Therefore it is material, that all the 
passages in the President’s message should be re- 
ferred to, in order that justice should be done; not 
only in the annual message, as 1 have mentioned, 
do:s the President allude to other contingencies - 
than those mentioned by my colleague, but in , 
every other message, from that time until he 
i| made bis speech, has he presented the whole 
view of the siate of the Treasury, but made a 
special reference to the annual message and the 
Secretary’s report. Itappears to me manifest that my 
colleague has failed in proving either inattention 
l or insincerity. 
| The expenditures of the Government are 
brought to the consideration of the people by 
‘| my colleague. He has informed us that they | 
i| have greatly increased, and quotes the report 
| ot the Register of the Treasury, and says truly, 
1 that it has been the subject of discussion through- 
out the whole country. I know it has been fully 
| examined and commerted upon in the section of 
| country from which we came. It will be recollected 
| that the charge of extravagance is, to a great 
| extent, against the Executive. There can be no | 
|! pretence that the Executive is to be held responsi- | 


` 2,000,000. ` 


500,000 : 


` ble for necessary expenses arising out of the wants of 
; the country from increased population and business. ; 
i No one contends this is extravagance; and if Cen- 
gress appropriate additional sums for the defences 
of the country, our armies, fortifications, navy, į 


other objects, the Executive is not to be answera- | 
bie, excepting foris proper expenditure. Bot it 
is said the Administration party is to be held to ac- 
count, if the Executive is not. This, Of course ; 
exonerates the Executive; but I shall make a few 
remarks on that point, 


—S[S ll 


My colleague has selected the years 1828, be- 
ing the last year of Mr. John Quincy Adams's 
administration, and 18338, the second year of Mr. 
Van Buren’s administration. These are taken as | 
the years which he considered the most favora- 
ble for his object. But before I proceed, I will 
make a single remark on the assertion that the 
Administration party had a majority in both 
Houses of Congress. My colleague says this is 
shown by the choice of Mr. Polk as Speaker, and ! 
the appoinment of standing committees. Is it, 
not notorious, however, that a portion of the | 
members chosen, as friends of the Administra- | 
tion party, deserted the Democracy, and, under - 
the name of Conservative, joined the Federal- 
ists, and chose an Opposition printer, whose bills 
of printing have been enormous, exhausting all | 
the appropriations and leaving a large sum to | 
be appropriated by the present Congress to pay 
j arrearages? This was done without the Senate 
which was Democratic, as the House had the | 
control of its ewn printing. The printing for the | 
House, durirg the administration of President | 
; Jackson, when the House had a Democratic ma- | 
jority for each Congress, in number four, ave- | 
raged one hundred and fourteen thousand five . 
hundred and eight dollars and twenty-nine cents, | 
($114,508 29,) being for the whole eight years , 
- four. hundred and fitiy eight thousand and thirty- . 
three dollars and eighte:n cents, ($458,033 18;) | 
while for the Twenty-fifth Congress, when Tho- : 


i 


mas Allen, a1 Opposition Printer, was chosen by | 
the anion of Whigs and Conservatives against | 
the Administration, the printing bills amounted, | 
for one Cangres3, to TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY- | 
THREE THOUSAND AND SIXTY-TWO DOLLARS AND SIX- || 
| TEEN CENTS, ($233,062 16,) more than double the 


average for the preceding four Congresses, and 


4 


and ail the important arms of defence, as well as |: 
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EIGHTY THOUSAND DOLLARS higher than anyone. 
Yet, sir, this party taiks loudly of extravagance. 


Notwithstanding the cheice cf a Democratic 
Speaker, there was a majority in this Houte 
azaiust the Administration, by the jasction of 
Whigs and Conservatives; and in every instance 
bat cne, I believe, have they gone over to the Fe- 
deral party. The following is the list of the mem- 
bers of the Twenty-fifth Congress, with the parties 
to which they belonged, after the development as 
ind:cated in the choice of Printers at the extra 
session. À 

The Democrats were, from Maine, 4; New 
Hampshire, 5; Massachusetts, 1; Connecticut, 6; 
Vermont, 1; New York, 27; Pennsylvania, 17; 
Maryland, 3; Virginia, 12; North Carolina, 6; 
South Carolina, 7; Georgia, 8; Kentucky, 1; Ten- 
nessee, 3; Ohio, 7; Louisana, 1; Indiana, 1; Itl- 
nois, 2; Alabama, 3; Missouri, 2; Arkansas, 1; 
Michigan, 1—Total 119. 

The Federalists were, Maine, 3; Massachusetts, 
11; Rhode Island, 2; Vermont, 4; New York, 10; 
New Jersey, 6; Pennsylvania, 11; Delaware, 1; 


Maryland, 5; Virginia, 6; North Carolina, 7; 
South Carolina, 1; Georgia, 1; Kentucky, 12; Ten- 
nesse, 10; Ohio, 11; Louisiana, 2; Indiana, 6; Mis- 
sissippi, 2; Illinois, 1; Alabama, 2—Total 114. 

The Conservatives were Maine, 1; New York, 3; 
Virginia, 3; South Carolina, 1; Ohio, 1—Total 9. 

Making 123 Whigs and Conservatives, and 119 
Democrats. . 

With the exception of one only [Mr. Horxins 
of Virginia] all the Conservatives have perma- 
nently joined the Opposition, and are now, in 
name, as they were before in feeling, identified 
with the opponents of this Administration. It is 
truly singular, that the very year curing the 
whole pericd, which is referred to as being that 
in which the expenses of the Government were 
the highest in amount, the Administration party. 


H was in a minority in this House, where the appro- 


i priation bills are most discussed and arranged— 
and the great item of public printing for the 
House, which, as siown, exceeded all bounds, was 
given to a printer oppo:ed to the National 
Administration. 

Bat the Secretary of the Treasury is required 
annnally to communicaie estimates of what, in his 
opinion, the wants of the country require, and such 
estimates are before us, and completely contradict 
the charges of extravagant appropriations on the 
authority of the Executive. Buthe intimates that 
the Administration encourage, through cemmittees, 
appropriations not included in the estimates. He 
gives us no evidence of his opinion. -The people ` 
who send himself and me here, prefer, in matters 
ef this kind, facts, figures, and proof. They will 
form their own opinions. Neither will they look 
at amounts only, to infer exuwavagance. They 
will look at objects for which appropriations are 
made, and the manner in which the money has 
been expended. 

What were the Executive estimates for the 
1838? The report for that year says: 

“The expenditures for the year 1838, exclusive: of 
the redemption of the Treasury notes which 
may be paid in for publie dues, or become reim- 
bursable within that year, are esti- 
mated at $26,926,892 

| Thus the new appropriations called for 

are $20,523,249 

Viz: Civil, foreign inter- 
course, and miscellane- 
ous $3,172,885 

Military ser- 
vice, &c. 11,664,612 

Naval service, &c.5,685,752 

The permanent appropria- 
tions for the service of 
1838, made by former 
acts, are 

For the details of new and 
permanent appropria- 
tions required, see the 
document annexed, (B ) 


year 


` 2,262,000 


| Appropriations expected to 


be made by Gongress bex 
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yond the estimates sub- 


mitted - E - 1,000,000 


These new and permanent 

appropriations amount 

to - - $23,785,249 
The outstanding appropria- 

tions at the end of this 

year, after deducting 

what will go to the sur- 

plus fund, are computed 

at - - _ = 14,141,643 


All the appropriations, then, 

which are chargeable to 

1838, constitute an ag- 

gregate of - $37,926,892 
Of these, it is supposed that not over 

eleven millions will remain outstand- 

ing at the end of the year, and, con- 

_ sequently, that the expenditures on 

account of the whole will, in 1838, 

be about - - - 26,926,892” 

And this includes the great military expense oc- 
casioned by the Florida war, and other Indian ex- 
penses. The actual sum wanted for the use of the 
nation for the year is 23,785,249 dollars; although 
former appropriations would make the wants of 
the Treasury 26,926,892 dollars. 

There is no fear among the people that their mo- 
ney will not be properly and prudently expended 
by each and all of the Executive Departments. It 
is for the political advantage of the Adminis'ra- 
tien that it should be. No one, I am sure, can, 
fora moment, believe ir the party talk about bri- 
bery and corruption. It is not the way strength is 
to be given to any Administration, if it could exist. 
I mean by the words bribery, what parties mean 
when they talk about it; not direct offer to do 
wrong for political advantage, but indirect pecu- 
niary favor without equivalent. There are none 

- such; they cannot exist. Does an/ one suppose 
that the motive and object could not bereadily seen 
through by the recipient and the community? It 
wonld seldom be effective with the individual, and 
never with the public. If any party were so far 
forgetful of right, their interest would be an assur- 
ance of their correct course, so far as this point 
is concerned. 

The anxiety of the people of this country is not 
excited by the amount of dollars and cents called, 
for by their -rulers, but they are desirous to 
know what is done with it. They have er- 
amined the subject well, and the Opposilion must 
bring more evidence than they have yet adduced, 
before they will effect a revolution in public senti- 
ment unfavorable to the present Adminisiration on 
this account. You cannot persuade the people 
that the inhabitants of Florida ought to be Jefi to 
the massacre of the savage, and that their homes 
shall be left desolate and unprotected,by telling them 
that the war has cost fifteen or twenty millions of 
dollars; and by plaeing the military expenses of ten 
or twelve years since, when there were no Iadians 
committing their ravages, in contrast with the pre- 
sent. The people feel that they Gwe protection to 
every part and parcel ofthis great Republic. And 
they will sustain the Administration in all its efforts 

. to subdue this relentless foe, and restore safety and 
happiness te the suffering inhabitants of Florida. 
Neither will they complain of necessary expenses 
for the navy of the country; but they will watch 
that we do not carry the support of this arm of our 
national defence into expenses for which the re- 
venues of the country are inadequate. It is a fa- 
vorite with the nation, both on account of its 
utility, and the honor with which it is surrounded. 
To tell them, by a display of tables, that two 
or three millions have been expended for the 
navy, is not of itself sufficient to bring down cen- 
sure upon the national councils. Useless public of- 
fices, if there be such, the country wishes should 
be abolished; but a mere clamor about office hold- 
ers will avail nothing, unless the particularly ob- 
jectionable instances are pointed out. They will 
not be deterred by the talk about five or six mil- 
lions of dollars to carry into effect the treaties 
with the Indian tribes, to which the national faith 
is pledged, as,to them, andthe States in which the 
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titles to lands are engaged to be extinguished. Of 
the large sums which constitute the aggregate of 
the increase for the year 1838, these were the prin- 
cipal objects for which ali parties voted. But, 
besides, we have on hand much of useful and ne- 


cessary property such as fortifications, ships | 
of war, arsenals, garrisons, public buildings, | 


all of which are the produce of this expenditure 
whichis so much talked about. But there is a 


-elass of expenses, for sectional purposes, and lo- 


eal speculations, which ought to be discontinued. 
It has grown upon us gradually, until it be- 
came of such magnitude as to create alarm. For 
this description of appropriation, the Opposition, 


as I believe, are principally answerable. But ' 


a reason existed for sliding into these appro- 
priations for lccal objects, which did not ope- 
rate until a few years since. 

During the rapidly accumulating amount with 
which the Treasury overflowed, there was a laxity, 
unquestionably, in appropriations which, notwith- 
standing the cause has ceased by the disposal of 
the surplus, whether in the best mode or not isa 
matter upon which there is a difference of opinion; 
but still it is gone from the national Treasury, ne- 
ver, as I think, to retarn, although it is placed with 
the States in the form of deposites. And the effect 
of this abundance in the Treasury has lingered 
with us; but the evil, however, is in a rapid course 
of correction. ` The expenditures of the nation for 
the last year were more than six millions less than 
the year preceding, and, for the present, it is sup- 
posed the expenses may be five.or six millions less 
than the last, and nogreat national interest suffer. 

In contrasting the expenditures for the civil list 
of 1828 and 1838, my colleague has taken thesum 
total of each year to show the difference. This 
head of expenditure he has selected as being that 
which ought to most nearly correspond in the re- 
spective items. The objects of expenditure under 
the several heads, I find, on examination, material- 
ly vary; some of those for 1828 being placed un- 
der a different head of expenditure from those of 
1838, the years he has selected for comparison. I 
have been through the civil list for the years 
named, and have taken some of the items of expen- 
diture, that of salaries for clerks and labor in the 
Departments, to ascertain whether there has been 
an increase in the employment ef clerks beyond 
what it would be estimated that the popula- 
tion and business of the nation would warrant 
—about thirty per cent. 
Their labors have been very much increased 
by calls for information, which have been very 
frequent of late years, as will appear by the jour- 
nals of both branches of Congress. From all I 
can learn, I believe there always has been a wish, 
in the various Departments, to have their work 
done with as few as can perform it well—not that 
the amount, ina nationa? view, is large, but it is 
the effect of a regular system of close adherence to 


economy, which I believe to be practised to as great , 
an extent as is possible, particularly where it can be | 
brought under the direct control of the Executive. | 


The Committee of Ways and Means justly remark, 
in their report of January, 1839: 

“It is impossible, however, to avoid a uniform 
inerease in this branch of the public expenditure, 
while we continue to multiply our laws at every 
session, which must te carried into effect by the 
Executive Departments; and while we rapidly in- 
crease, as we have done of late, the number of re- 
solutions in both Houses calling for information, 
and frequently involving great labor and expense.” 
The increase has not been more than commen- 
surate with the growing population and business 
of the tiation. 

The report of the Register of the Treasury 
arranges the expenditures unler six different 
heads—civil list, foreign intercourse, miscel- 


laneous, military establishments, Indian depart- : 
He quotes aggre- | 
gales of expense for these respective years: to show 


ment, and naval establishment. 


the difference, I have, as I just remarked, examined 
the expenditures under these heads, and find the 
items not at all identical; and, therefore, taking the 


amount under one specific head of expenditure, | 


willbe no guide. For instance, under the head of 


miscellaneous in 1898, is included an expenditure 


I do not believe there is. | 
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of four hundred thousand dollars, for Revolutionary 
pensions, that is p aced in 1838 under the military 
head of expenditure. This mode of contrast is er- 
roneous, although, of course, it does not affect the 
grand total. I have, therefore, selected some items 
in the civil list, which has been referred to as being 
direetly under the personal control of the heads of 
Departments, and set forth as evidence of Execn- 
tive patronage, and opportunity for reward to ad- 
herents. I have before me a statement of the pay- 
ments by the Treasurer of the United States in 
1828 and 1838, for the clerks and messengers in 
the offices at Washington. 

In the year 1838, there were paid for clerks and 
messengers in the offices of Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, First Comptroller, Second Comptroller, First 
Auditor, Second Auditor, Third Auditor, Fourth 
Auditor, Fifth Auditor, Treasurer of the United 
States, Secretary of War, Secretary of State, and 
Secretary of the Navy, two hundred and fifteen 
thousand three hundred and six dollars and seventy- 
eight cents; and in the same offices in 1828, there 
were paid for clerks and messengers one hundred 
and ninety-one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
two dollars and ninety-four cents—an increase of 
between twelve and thirteen per cent. These do 


: not include many of the bureaus, nor any new 


offices, and are taken for comparison only, because 


_ it was supposed the duties corresponded in the re- 


spective years of 1828 and 1838. 

The expenses of the various Executive Depart- 
ments have greatly increased in aggregate, because 
there have been many new duties, which cannot 


' be compared with former expenses, as they were not 


then required. But I have endeavored to present 
a fair relative view, where it appeared to me the 
labor was similar. 

No reference is made to the Pension Depart- 
ment, Land Office, or Post Office, although, for the 
quantity of labor performed, | bave no doubt they 
will well compare with any Administration. But 
their increase of duty and extent is such, that no 
proper comparison can be made. 

If the Executive be not extravagant, then, as I 
have said, it is contended the Administration 
party in Congress is. So far as it is for proper ob- 
jects, and within the range of constitutional autho- 
rity, I trust that the Administration party will 
always make such appropriations as the country 
needs, and the Executive will take care that 
the expenditures be economical, and with a strict 
regard to the public good. It is observable that 
with all the cry of profi'gacy, corruption and ex- 


| travagance, no specific items are pointed ont. The 
| Opposition will not come to particulars, for there 
` they are atfault. It is there only, they can impress 


the people unfavorably. There is no foundation 
for their charges. They well know that they could 
effect more by showing an unjustifiable expendi- 
ture of a few thousands, than by an undefined 
clamor about millions, which were necessary, or - 
which were appropriated principally by their own 
instrumentality. 

The different views of the two political parties 
in relation to the powers of the General Govern- 
ment under ihe Constitation, are a guarantee to 
the people, that the Administration party are the 
most safe against extravagant appropriations. It 
is a cardinal principle with the Democracy, thata 
strict and limited construction should be given to 
that instrument. On the other hand, the views of 
the Opposition are, that great latitude sboald be 
given to the constractive powers conferred by the 
Constitution; and in some of the cases referred to 
by my colleague, their votes show what party had 
been the principai supporters of the measures. 

[Mr. Cusine bere remarked that in some of 
the appropriations named, he had admitted they 
would have been made, if only the Whigs had 
voted, and the bill would not have passed if the 
Administration members only had voted.] 

Mr. Parmenter resumed. There is one par- 
ticular point connected with this view of the sub- 
ject, which I will notice. It does does not appear 
from the record, how many ubusval appropriations 
were prevented; for such as were discussed in 
Committee of the Whole and not reported, carried 
no evidence which party supported them; bat it is 
my impression, and I think J shali be borne opt 
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by the recollection of the members cf the last Con- 
gress, that the Administration par'y generally de- 


feated them. : 
(Mr. Cusnina rose and adverted to a bill intro- 


duced by Mr. Girer of New York, a friend of © 
the Twenty-fourth Congress, ` 


the Adminisiration at 
for the construction of custom-hou-es and other 
purposes, which, added tothe ten and a half mil- 
lions asked for at the same session by the Military 
Committee for fortifications and similar objects, 
would be greater than those proposed by the 


Whigs.) 


Mr. Parmenter. Bat these bills did not pass. | 
I was not a member of the Twenty-fourth Cone | 


gress, but I know that, at that time, there was 
great doubt what should be done wich the forty mil- 


lions of dollars in the Treasury. Many thought | 


it unconstitutional and inexpedient to deposite the 
money wiih the States, but all agreed it ought to 
be dispased of in some way. The bills did not 


pass, but if they had, it might have been consi- | 
dered as arising from necessity as being the least | 


evil. The state of the Treasury at tnat time placed 
the Twenty-fourth Conzress in a peculiar posi- 


tion; and even if they had gone far, much far- | 
ther than they did, in objec's of expenditure, I | 


should not consider itas evincing any views of 
general policy, or as a rule of action recognised 
by the friends of the Administration. 


the Opposition aow, and act upon, a more lati- 
tudinarian construction of the Constitution, and 
therefore they have no constitutional cbstacle to 
encounter, in spending the money of the nation. 
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the Mississippi, were unavoidably connected with 
the settlement of the country, however it might 
affect the various tr.bes. It is satisfactory to know 
that their condition has been ameliorated by re- 
moval. The addition of thirteen new Siates to the 
Union, embracing within their boundaries most 
of these tribes, made it necessary, especially in 


_ latter years, to purchase their lands in order to 
` advance civilization; to remove obvious obstruc- 


They are, and have b-en, with the exception of the ` 


year 1838, for several years past, in a minority, 
and without attributing to them a desire to mate 
political capital, as it is called, to a greater extent 
than what belongs to a party out of power, which 
is striving to get into power, it is natural for them 
to fall into the support of sectional measures, the 
adoption of which, by their strength, would add 
to the popularity of their party, and the rejection 
of which, by the party in power, would sometimes 
lessen the popularity of the Administration. Their 
support, added to the votes of the members of both 


tions to the settlement and cultivation of the coun- 
try; to prevent collision, and to preserve the 
lives and property -of the inhabitants of our 
States and Territories from Indian depredations. 
These purchases have also been founded, almost 
exclusively, upon compacts formed with some 
States more than thirty years ago, on our implied 
obligation to other States; and on resoluticns and 


, appropriations by both Houses of Congress, ex- 


tending through every Administration of the Go- 
verament. They were, moreover, justifiable on 
mere financial grounds. By referring to the docu- 
ments annexed, it will te seen that we have ac- 
quired by Indian treaties, since the 4th of March, 


1829, about one hundred and ten millions of acres. | 


There now remain, of unbought Indian lands, less 
than thirty-five millions of acres. No extraordinary 
exp*nd:tare can, therefore, be hereafter anticipated 
for this object; nor isit probab!e that there will be such 


C '| extravagant demands upon the Treasury for Indian 
But I omit gomg more into detail, as I have said `; 


wars, owing to the removal of aimost all the tribes, 
and to a change in the plan of operations in Fiori- 
da, but principally to the recent increase of the 
army. One-half of the amount expended in these 
wars has undoubtedly arisen from the extraordina- 
ry expenses arising from suddenly calling into the 
field numerous bodies of militia and volunteers, 
which we were obliged to do in consequence of the 
inadequate force of the regular army. The in- 
crease of that force will enable Government, in 


` some degree, to dispense with these calls in fu- 


parties, whose constituents are immediate'y inte- — 


rested, will often make a majority. This, I think, 
has been the policy, generally, of the Opposition. 


I am certain, since I have been here, itis s>. They | 


feel that the responsibility is on the Administration, 
or party in power. If the measure be rejected, 

_they are complained of. If adopted, they can cry 
aloud about the extravagance of the Administra- 
tion. Lattritute to no maz, or party, corrupt or 
unconscientious motives; I only speak of the na- 
tural course of parties. 

But the friends of the Administration have not 
been content with their votes and argaments on the 
floor, on these points. The whole subject had been 

_pres-ed upon the attention of this House by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, through their 
chairman, (Mr. Camsreene) from which I shall 
read a few extracts, for the purpose of refreshing 
our minds, of doing justice to the committee of the 


——. TS 


last Congress, and of explaining, in a condensed y 


view, the grounds and causes cfinereased expenses | 
of the Government—and show where the devia- | 


tions have been made, and upon what grounds. 
The Committee of Ways and Means say, in 
their report of January 24, 1829, by their chair- 
man, Mr. Cambreleng, who, as the organ of the 
Democracy’ of the House, examined the whole 
subject of national expenditare very fully, and 


I have no. doubt the important principles laid | 
instrumental in introducing | 
a healthy feeling in relation to national ex- | 
In relation to our Indian concerns, the | 


down have been 


penses. 
report says: 

“Before noticing the permanent expenditures of 
the Government, it is proper to advert to those of 
an occasional or temporary character, which have 
very largely and unavoidably increased the amount 
of our annual appropriations for a few years past; 
these are in the [ndian branch of the public ser- 
vice. The expenditures for Indian lands and 
wars have amounted, within a few years past, 
to about fifty milions of dollars. The purchase of 
their lands, and the removal of the Indians beyond 


29 


| 


tare; and many millions in our annual expen ti- 
tures will be saved by preventing Indian depreda- 
tions, and promptly suppressing them when they 
may occur.” 

Again, referring to the Judiciary and foreign in- 
tercourse, the necessary increase is explained in the 
report: i 

“The expenses of the Judiciary in the first ten 
years after specific appropriations were made, did 
nct amount to more than about $61,000 annually; 
the appropriation for 1838 was $484,000. The in- 
creased expenses for the salaries of jucges has not 
been beyond what might have been anticipated. 
The expense, however, of the courts of the United 
States has increased from about $30,000 to 
#342,000, which is the estimate fer the present 
year.” : i 

I will now offer the remarks of the committee on 
another branch of national expenditure—pensions 
—where there has been a great increas?, in some 
respects on erroneous principles, but where great 
justice is done to the claims of those who suffered 
from the war of the Revolution, and who sacri- 
ficei so much in obtaining our independence: 

“Bor the first six-and-twenty years the average 
amount annually paid for pensions was less than 
$84,000. As la'e as 1814 it was about $90,000, 
and in 1815 less than $70,000. The late war ad- 
ded about $200,000 for invatids, and the widows 
or children of those who had died of wounds re- 
ceived in battle. The whole peasion roll of the 
United States arising from the Revolutionary, In- 
dian, and British wars, did not then exceed 
$200,000 annually. The appropriations for pene 
sions in the present year amount to $2,500,000; to 
which are to be added the permanent appropriation 
of $1.000,000, and unexpended appropriations 
amounting to $741,000, making an aggregate for 


; pensions in 1839 of $4,241,000; and we have now 


charged upon the public Treasury 42,500 pension- 
ers. A bill was passed at the last session, without 
debate, and approved on the last day of the session, 
which draws from the Treasury in the present 
year $1,372,000; and there are three general pen- 
ston bills now pending in the rouse, which would, 
if adopted, probably double the annual amount ap- 
propriated for pensions. , 

“This result, and in so short a period, could not 
have been anticipated by the framers of our Con- 
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stitution. The claims of our Revolutionary sol- 
diers rested on peculiar grounds. Their services 
and sufferings were of an extraordinary character, 
and we had from necessity been compelled to vio- 
late our contracts with them. In their case, we 
were warranted in departing from ordinary usage, 
when our means were ample to indemnify them. 
Pensions to invalids, and to the widows or children 
of those who are killed, or who die of wounds ree 
ceived in battle, form a part of the contract, 
where such laws exist, between the Government 
and the soldier. But in granting pensions, as we 
have done, in cases where the soldier was neither 
killed nor wounded in battle, we violated the pen- 
sion principle, and charged the public Treasury 
with half pay to the representatives of all who en- 
list in the service of Government, whether in peace 
or in war, in addition to the compensation gtipu- 
lated for their services. Prior 1o 1836, there was 
no departure from the ordinary pension rules ex- 
cept as to Revolutionary soldiers.” 

e report, in another part, takes up the subject 
of roads, canals, and harbors, showing, however 
useful for the part of country immediately benefit- 
ed, that if carried on in the manner which the 
Whig party contend the Constitution justifies, 
would lead to endless expenditure. The report 
goes back to the first legislation on that subject, 
which was during the administration of Mr. John 
Q. Adams, and says: 

“For the first time in the history of our legisla- 
tion, an act was passed on the 20th of May, 1826, 
‘for improving certain harbors, and the navigation 
of certain rivers and creeks; and for authorizing 
surveys to be made of certain bays, sounds, and 
rivers, therein mentioned.’ On the 2d of March, 
1827, this was followed by a regular annual bili, 
‘to authorize the improving of certain harbors, the 
building of piers, and for other purposes.’ These 
expenditures immediately increased, in 1827, to 
$82 500; in 1828, to $121,000; and in 1829, to 
$505,000. In 1838, the appropriations were more 
than a million and a half, and the estimates for 
1839 amount tu $1,713,000. 

“The aggregate amount already appropriated 
for these works is $8,919,043 66, besides canal 
stocks, and the debt assumed for the corporations 
of this District for investments in the same, 
ameunting to $3,383,490; making an aggregate of 
$12,302,533 66. The e timates for completing 
some of these works amount to $4,650,842 21; 
but, judging by our experience as to former esti- 
mates, it will more probably require ten millions, 
besides the cost of sume of the most expensive 
works, for which there are no estimates at all.” 

Farther to show the character of these local ap- | 
propriations, we were told that, 

“After an experiment of thirteen years on the 
103 works for which appropriations have been 
made, the following is the result: 


Never commenced - - = ~ 3 
Abandoned - - = - - I 
Sospended - ~ - - - 4 

May perhaps be completed with existing ap- 
propriations “ - - - 14 
Completed - - - - - 20 
Not completed - - - - 61 
Total Z -~ - 103 


“Some of the works have been built over twice, 


-and the twenty completed cost bat $409,178 25; 


leaving all the expensive works yet to be finished, 
and at an expense which cannot even be esti- 
mated.” 

There cannot be a doubt that, in some instances, 
the appropriations referred to, have been for works 
of national concern, bat they have been mostly for 
objects beneficial to small commanities—particular 
sections. They are, also, very unequal, and lead 
to much dissatisfaction, They tend, also, to the 
neglect of the general and more important interests 
and defences of the whole country. And this is 
not the only instance in which efforts have been 
made by the Democracy to check these unequal 
and improper appropriations. Scarcely has the 
subject been discussed when Congress has not been 
warned by prominent members of the Demo», 
cratic party against this unequal and unjast 
expenditure of the national treasure. 
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If any have been sustained by a portion of the 
friends of the Administration, they have always 


diser:minated between those which they cons'dered | 


stnctly of a national character, and those of a | 
more limited interest; or, as in some cases of im- | 
portance, they have viewed them with favor from | 
an impression that it was the fulfilment of a com- 
peh the payment of an obligation by which the 

nited Stases were bound. This obligation is de- 
nied by some, and I only mention it to show that 
noae of these local appropriations are defended by - 
the Democracy on the greund of constitutional . 
right to make local improvements, at the expense . 
of the whole couniry. 

Constitutionality of appropriation, economy in 
expenditure, aad a simple and secure mode of 
managing the public moneys, are favorite points 
with the Democratic party. They wish no patron- | 
age for party O7 Mrsonal benefit. We have been, 
indeed, denominated the “‘370!'8 party,” as a term 
of reproach; but what is the fact} In an SS*mina- 
tion last year by the gentleman from Ohio, it was 
foand that, in fourteen offices in the Executive 
branch of this Government, out of 374 officers, 
193 were Federalists, with an annual compensa- 
tion of $269,065; and 181 Democrats, with 
$239,140. 

I hold it to be a sound doctrine that the Admi- 
nistration should prefer its friegds, not to the ex- 
tent, however, of proscription. {But so great has 
been the forbearance of the Exegutive with respect 


Book.” 
with pay and emoluments amonnting to $226,832, . 
of which 497 are nominated by the Governor, and 

943 subordinates. The remainder are chosen by | 
the Legislature. Of the number appointed by the 
Executive, the Democrats will not exceed half a 


i 
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by new loans or otherwise, find means to employ 
armies of laborers in consuming rather than rais- 
ing crops, and sould prices thus continue in many 
cases to be unnaturally inflated, as they have been 
of late years in the face of a contracting currency, 
the effect of it on our finances wili be still more to 
lessen ex potis, and consequently the prosperity and 
revenue of our foreign trate. it will also impede 


` the sa'e of the public lands by diverting labor 


from the soil to works which, for some time, must 
be wholly without profit. Circumstances like 


those, with the scarcity of money and high rate of | 


interest abroad produced by them and other occur- 
rences, not necessary to be now repeated, have al- 


. ready diminished the income in the present year 


below what it otherwise would have been, and 
will probably manifest their power much more in 
the year to come.” 

It is indeed idle to attribute to the operations of 


' Government the effects in which itself, or rather its 


finances, are common sufferers. The evils are ra- 
pidiv passing away. We shall soon have the 
gratification of witnessing industry properly re- 
warded, and with the assistance incidentally af- 
forded to the soundness of the currency by the 
alopiicn of the policy of the Administration, ve 
shall wAness the nation going on in prosperous 
and healthy action. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The very great latitade which the debate on this , 


bi} has had, will be my apology, if any be neces- 
gary, for extending my remarks to some other poli- 


the two great parties who are now contending in 
the country. If the unlimited scope of the remarks 
members of the Opposition, during the discussion, 
have been listened to, and sustained as being war- 


Aical questions, as matters which have a bearing on | 


rantable, on the ground that the whole concerns of | 


the nation, past, present, and future, are legitimate 
subjects of debate at the present time, the compara- 


tively small consumption of time occupied by the | 
members in Congress favorable to the Administra- . 


tion, will not be considered out of place. And it 


is quite important to show that those opposed to 
us are not entitled to the claim of being more pure 


in their political views that we are, because it 
places in a proper light the aathorily of their cha- 
racterand influence, which has been, by their own 
assertion, insis'ed on as that to which the public 


‘| shouid always look, and that upon which the peo- 


| ple of the Uuit-d States could safely rely. Since 


dozen. ` No, sir; the Democratic party do not seek :, 


“spoils.” Their wish is to preserve the liberties | 
and rights of the people, by a faithful attention to | 
the administration of the public concerns, to sus 

tain the Union, by carefully observing the powers 

and restrietions of the Constitation, to simplify the 

operations of the financial affairs of the Govern- ; 
ment, and secure fidelity in pablic officers by suit- 
able restraintand direction. They disclaim unwar- 
rantable interference with the concerns of ‘he peo- 
ple, but wish to make all constitutional aod whole- 


some laws for their benefit. They cannot, indeed, <; 
| known as the Federal, the other as the Democratic, | 


prevent the evils which arise from overaction in 
the trading commnonity, from the anuatoral state of 
things which arises from this and other causes, such 
as the sudden influx upon the capital of the nation, i 
which arose from the borrowing by severai of the 
States of nearly two hundred milions of dollars 
from foreign mations within a very few years, and 
which drew labor from its other employmen's 
for new enterprises; but want of more 
capital, and donbts of the productiveness of the va- 
rious projects, have thrown back much labor, 
which, until it can find a new source of employ- 
ment, as it certainly will in a country of as many | 
resources as this, may cause a reduction in the va- | 
lue of labor, the effect of which witl spread, to a 
certain extent, to ail the employments of the coun- 
iry, apon the general principle that supply exceeds | 
demand. Although some branches of industry are 
not affected, as I am informed, navigation, an in- | 
terest of great importance at the North, isina 
very prosperous state, and the high wages of sea- 
men almost unexampled. 

The effeet of this unnatural state of things upon 
the revenue of the nation is referred to in the an- i 
nual referrence of the Secre:ary, as follows: 

“Should the States not specdily suspend more of 
their undertakings, whieh are unproductive, but, 


the adoption of the Constitutiun, and, indeed, prior 
to that important event, the people of this country 
have be:n divided into two great political parties; 
the one retaining, to a considerable extent, their 


British predilections,and doubting the capacity of the . 


people for seif government, and hence desirous of 


introducing aristocratic features into the Constitu- ` 
| tion and making it too powerful for the great body 


the people to enjoy political powers. The other in 


` favor of a Government of the people, as we now 


bave it, contending that they are the legitimate 
source of authority. The first have been long 


party. 

The 
eould be amused by names. 
people of this country felt the importance of a new 
Constitution, they took the name of Federalists to 
indicate an attachment to the Censtitution; but the 
Constitution they wanted, was one without its De- 
mocratic provisions, and it was owing to the efforts 


Federalists have always supposed the public 


! of the Democracy of that day, that the important 


modifications and amendments were made, secur- 
ing religious toleration, preserving liberty of 
speech, and the press, 
leges, for the great mass of the community; and 
without which, the Constitution would have been 
an instrument of oppression, instead of, as it now 
is, a shield of protection. 

The character and principles of the Federal 
party are matters of histury, and the name, notwith- 
standing its asserted origin, and the assumption 
that it simply meant a friend of the national 
compact, soon became odious, on account of the 
objectionable political tenets of the party which 
had taken it, and the name has been changed frem 
time to time, until at the present day, the old Fede- 
ralists call themselves Whigs, an appellation asso- 
ciated with the patriotism and self-devotedness of 


Knowing that the : 


with other essential privi- ; 
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the heroes of the Revolution, but which has all 
ready, by its present use, become so undesirable 
that it is, in many parts of the country, abandoned. 
and attemps are made to take ihe name of Demo. 
crat; which course, however objectionable in other 
respects, is an involuntary recognition of the cor- 
rectness and populari y of the principles of our 
party. , 

But the Demoeracy of the country has not con- 
tented itself with maintaining the principle of 
equal rights, upon which our Government is 
based. It has not been satisfied with securing 
to the people all the benefits which flow from 
its institutions, in making our country, in practice 
as well as theory, one of free principles, 
for the enjeyment of our blessings at home, 
in the exercise of our political privileges; but it has 
always been ready to maintain our national rights, 
' to assert the high character of the nation in its 

standing with foreign powers. Has the Federal 

party ever shown that determination? What was 

their course during the last war with Great Bri- 

tain? Did they not throw every embarrassment in 

the way of the Government when it was contend- 
. ing to preserve the honor of our flag, and to defend 
the sacred rights of our seamen, who were thrown 
by thousands into the “floating dungeons” of Eng- 
land? There they were compelled to fight against 
nations in amity with their own, besides being torn 
from all that was dear to them-— parents, wives, 
children, friends, and perhaps compelled, during the 
contest, to fight against their own countrymen, But 
more: I well remember the painful and heartrend- 
ing accounts which were daily given of the butch- 
eries of the then new settled West by the merci- 
less savages; and yct the Federalists continued 
every effort to paralyze the Government by dis- 
couraging loans, dissuading from enlistments in 
our armies and navy, opposing in every manner, 
and interposing in every way, obstacles to a suc- 
cessfml termination of the mighty contest. What 
| was their motive? The leading men were, it is 
supposed, in part influenced by their attachment to 
the principles of another Government. Those 
who were opposed to the princip'es of our own, an- 
ticipated its downfall. They were willing to see their 
country humbled, if Democracy should tall. But, sir, 
the nation went through the struggle triumphantly. 
The foreign enemy was beaten, the domestic foe 
; retired to his lair to await another opportunity for 
attack, and for demonstration that a Democratic 
“Government contains within itself the seeds of dis- 
| solution, and that the great nmass of the people have 
pot the intelligence and virtue requisite for their 
own government. I make not these remarks for 
| mere declamation. I ask every one to look calmly 
and soberly at the facts, and decide whether the., 
Whigs of the present day are not, like the Federal- 
ists of former days, composed of those who want 
Jaws for their own benefit, or who fancy them- 
selves superior to their fellow men, and the Demo- 
cracy, on the other hand, composed of the iade- 
pendent, unambitious, and industrious portion of 
the country. 

But the opposition to the Government existed, to 
a great degree, among those who galled most loud- 
ly on the Government for interposition in their fa- 
vor. Their language was urgent, and their calls 
loud on the Government. . In the winter of 1805 
and 1806, the merchants of all the principal sea- 
ports ia the U. States—New York, Philadelphia, | 
Baltimore, Boston, and many other places of exten- 
sive foreign commerce, memorialized Congress, and ` 
declared that Great Britain was endeavoring to 
establish principles that would totally prostrate the 
trade of the United States; that if her pretensions 
were recognised, it would he an abandonment of , 
| our rights, and a desertion of the great commercial 
interests of our country; and that reason, justice, 
and patriotism required that the United States 
should oppose these pretensions, as unsound in 
principle, and offensive in practice, and that the 
Government should take immediate and prompt 
measures to force our commerce, assert our rights, _ 
and vindicate the honor and dignity of the . 
country. lit would consume too much of 
the time of the committee if I should read — 
thes? various memorials, or even extracts from . 
| them. They are signed by many men who were 
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afterwards among the most bitter enemies of the 
administration of Mr. Madison. a 

‘But, sir, in addition to the ge neral hostility of the 
Federal party to the National Government, there 


was a strongly marked preceeding in the section of | 
and, as weare | 
catled upon to renounce our attachment to the pre- | 


the country from which I come; 


sent Nationa! Executive, who is represented, un- 
truly, as hostile to the interests of the navon, it is 
proper to endeavor to ascertain what claims those 
have upon us who urge this course. I will call the 


attention of the committee to some of the acts of | 
the Federal party of that day, which I consider, | 


and shall say a few words to prove, was the same 
which has come down, through its various names, 
-to the Whig party of the present day; and if I 


should have occasion to allude to any gentleman, I | 
desire it to be understood, my intention is to avoid ` 
every thing personal, and that I speak only in re- | 
ference to the polit:cal views and course of any one ; 


to.whom I may refer. 

A few days since, I saw in the public prints a 
copy of a circular, signed by one of my colleagues, 
[Mr. SaLTuNSTALL,] in conjuncion with some other 
gentlemen. 
of the Whig party, and is as follows: 

*-Wasnineton, January 24, 1840. 

“Sin: The undersigned, an Executive Commit- 
tee, appointed by the Opposition members of Con- 
gress, have taken the liberty of appointing you an 


executive and corresponding committee for your . 
county, and we have the honer of enclosing a pro- i 
We recommned that | 
paper to the confidence and support of the oppo- | 


spectus for the Madisonian. 


nents of the Administration throughout the coun- 
try. The committee attach much importance to a 
general circulation of the Madisonian, and other 
political pamphlets, calculated to enlighten the 

. public mind. The subscribers which you may 
procure (and we doubt not, considering the cheap- 
ness and ability of the paper, they will be many) 
will be entitled, gratis, to all such pamphlets. 

We have confidence that it will afford you plea- 
sure to aid us in our efforts to rescue the Adminis- 
tration of the Government from the hands of the 
present imbecile and corrupt incumbents. With 


the aid of an honest and fearless press, these ef- | 


forts, we trust, will be succ-ssful. We are aware 
that the acceptance of this appointment may sub- 


ject you to some sacrifice: your patriotism is a suf- | 


ficient guarantee that it will be borne with cheer- 
fulness. The consideration that we are in the ser- 
vice of an injured and crushed people, should ani- 
mate us in the use of every honorable exertion to 
effect the common object in view—THE RESTORA- 
TION OF THE GOVERNMENT TO THE DAYS OF HER PA- 
TRIOT PRESIDENTS. 
Your obedient servants, 
Leverett Saltonstall, Ms. 
Truman Smith, Conn. 
Chas. Naylor, Penn. 
Thos. Corwin, Ohio, J. C. Clarke, N. Y. 
M, H. Grinnell, N. Y. Committee.” 

The people of the country are called upon, by 
my colleague, to restore the Government to the 
days of her “patriot Presidents.” 

I should be pleased to know whom my colleague 
considers “her patriot Presidents” I do not sup- 
pose he is so far advanced in life as to have taken 
an active part in the early, and perhaps not in the 
latter, pact of Mr. Jefferson’s administration. If 
s0, he belonged to a party opposed to him. So far 
as Mr. Monroe was opposed by party, I believe 
him to have been in the Opposition. He has cer- 
tainly been. opposed to General Jackson and Mr. 
Van Buren, and I will endeavor to show his oppo- 
sition to the administration of Mr. Madison; and 
for that purpose I will here read a memorandum I 
holdin my band. Itis this: 


R. Garland, La. 
Jno. Bell, Tenn. 
J. M. Botts, Va. 


gislature in October, 1814, Governor Strong’s mes- 
sage was referred to a select committee, consisting 
of the following members: Messrs. Oris, Bemis, 
and Woon, of the Senate; Messrs. SULLIVAN, SAL- 
TONSTALL, LincoLn, and Wuirman, of the House 
of Representatives; which committee, on the 8ih 
of October, reported in favor of calling the HART- 
FORD CONVENTION.” 

The majority of the committee, being Federaliste, 


It it addressed to individual members 
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who were in favor, were Messrs. Oris, Woop, SuL- 
LIVAN, SALTONSTALL, and Wuitwvan. The minority, 
being Democrats opposed to the convention, were 
Messrs. Bemis and Lrxcoun. 

(Mr. SALTONSTALL here interrapted Mr. PaRMEN- 
TER, and observed, as his name had been brought 
before the committee, he hoped his colleague 
would repeat what he had said in relation to him.] 

Mr. PagMENTER repeated in substance, and then 
proceeded. 

The character of this Convention is, I believe, 
well understood in the country, but asit is a quar- 
ter of a century since its occurrence, I shall offer a 
few authentic documents on the subject. I would 
however remark, that during the whole time of 
that war, although it bore heavily upon the great 
interests of New England, and Massachusetts in 
particular, and they were desirous of a termina- 
tion of the war, yet they would never have tole- 
rated treasonable action, or measures leading to a 
dissolution of the Union, if the avowal had been 
distinctly made. They were always sound, and 
contributed as many individuals to fill our armies 
and man our navy, as any State in the Union. 
The. overheated partisans, and those who were 
ready to break down our institutions—those who 
who were blinded by their British attachments, 
were obliged to disavow bad intentions. I recol- 
lect well, sir, that great were the misgivings of 
many who sustained the Federal party, but they 
were lulled by outside appearances and positive 
assurances. But I will not comment myself—I 
lived on the spotand wasold enough to be an ob- 
server, and knew my own impressions as they then 


| existed. And although I could readily quote many 
| expressions which escaped the violent of that time, 


I will offer only such official documents as may 
be proper to remind us of the event. The cha- 
racier of the Hartford Convention is marked with 
an indelible brand. And when one of its principal 
originators calls upon us to abandon our political 
partialities,and tells us about ‘‘the restoration of the 
Government to the days of her patriot Presidents,” 
we have a right, however much may be our feel- 
ing ef personal regard, to present his political cha- 
racter to view. 

As I remarked, I shall only offer public docu- 
ments. I will not quote the speeches of leading 
men, which might be offered in abundance. The 
report recommending a choice of delegates to a 
convention, which, being joined by other States, con- 
stituted the Hartford Convention, and is from the 
committee of which my colleague was a member, 
thus concludes: 

“Tt is therefore with great concern that your com- 
mittee are obliged to declare their conviction, that 
the Constitution of the, United States, under the 
administration of the persons in power, has failed 
to secure to this Commonwealth, and, as they be- 
lieve, to the Eastern section of this Union, those 
equal rights and benefits whieh were the great ob- 
jects of its formation, and which they cannot relin- 
quish, without ruin to themselves and posterity. 
These grievances justify and require vigorous, per- 
severing, and peaceable exertions, to unite those 
who realize the sufferings, and foresee the dangers 


.. of the country, in some system of measures to ob- 


tain relief, FOR WHICH THE ORDINARY MODE OF 
PROCURING AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION, AF- 
FORDS NO REASONABLE EXPECTATION, IN SEASON TO 
PREVENT THE COMPLETION OF ITS RUIN. THE PEO- 
PLE, HOWEVER, POSSESS THE MEANS OF CERTAIN RE- 
DRESS; AND WHEN THEIR SAFETY, WHICH IS THE 8U- 
PREME LAW, IS IN QUESTION, THESE MEANS SHOULD 
BE PROMPTLY APPLIED. The framers of the Con- 
stitution made provisions to amend defects which 
were known to be incidental to every human insti- 
tution, and the provision itself was not less liable 


: ! to be found defective upon experiment, than other 
“At the extra session of the Massachusetts Le- <i; 


parts of the instrument. When this deficiency 


| becomes apparent, no reason can preclude the 
| right of the whole people who were parties to it 
; to adoptanother; and it is not a presumptuous 


expectation, that a spirit of equity and jastice, en- 
lightened by experience, would enable them to re- 


| concile conflicting interests, ana obviate the prin- 


cipal cause of those dissensions, which anfit Go- 
vernment for a state of peace and of war, and so 
to amend the Constitution, as to give viger and 


= 
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duration to the union of the States. Butas a pto- 
position for sucha convention from a single State, '” 
would probably be unsuccessful, and our danges”! 
admits not of delay, it is recommended by the com- 
mittee, that in the first instance, a conferened’ 
should be invited between those States, the affinity’! 
of whose interests is closest,and whose habits of | 
Intercourse, from their local situation and other ` 
causes, are most frequent, to the end that bya 
comparison of their sentiments and views, some 
mode of defence, suited to the circumstances and ` 
exigencies of those States, and measures for acce- _ 
lerating the return of public prosperity may be ` 
devised; and also to enable the delegates trom ` 
those States, should they deem ‘it expedient, to lay 
the foundation for a radical reform in the national ` 
compact, by inviting to a future convention a de» `` 
putation from all the States in the Union.” 

This report concluded with several resolutions, 
breathing the same spirit, and recommending the 
choice of twelve delegates, who were chosen by 
215 votes, in a convention of both Houses of the 
Massachusetts Legislature, which consisted of - 
nearly 500 memoers. The Democrats declined 
voting, and probably some Federalists, who had 
not confidence in the patriotism of the project. 
For I deny that the great body of the Federal par- 
ty among the people would have sustained disaf- 
fected and disloyal proceedings, leading to a seve- 
rance of the Union, and a separate peace with the 
enemy, although they were ready to support their 
aristocratic views of Government, and were al- 
ways ready to maintain the obnoxious political 
principles which have always been held by that © 


party. I © 

I need hardly dwell upon the point that, so far 
as trensonable views might exist—-thatso far as _ 
a wish to dissolve the Union might be entertained, © 
they could have met with noresponse from a peo- 
ple around whose name clustered the most re- 
nowned reminiscenses of the Revolationary con- 
test. In that State are the battle grounds of Bun-’ 
ker Hill, Lexington, and Concord; alt of them, I 
may be allowed to aid, within the district I have 
the honor to represent on this fluor. It was owing 
to the stubborn patriotism of the great body of the - 
population of Massachusetts, in the opinion of 
many, that the schemes of those, whose fidelity to 
the Constitution and union of the States was 
doubted, were never carried iuto effect. The pro- 
jectors of the Hartford Convention, and its kine ` 


| dred measures, were supported for their Federal- - 


| about the dreadful event. 


ism, as opposed to Democracy, not for their plots: 
against the Union. They always declared their 
dread of a separation of the States, while they’ 
were recommending measures tending to bring 
A dissolution of the © 
Union, if it came, was to come in disguise. Events’ 
were to be brought about indirectly, by which the ` 
sad result could not be controlled. 
The Hartford Convention, under date of Janua- 
ty 4, 1815, prepared a long report, from which it 
would be useful to present long extracts: but I will 
not offer them to the committee, but confine myself 
to the resolutions with which the report concludes: | 
Resolved, That it be, and hereby is, recommends ` 
ed to the Legislatures of the several States repré: ° 
sented in this convention, to adopt all such mea- `, 
sures as may be necessary effectually to protect the 
citizens of said States from the operation and ef- - 
fects of all acts which have been or may be pass- ‘ 
ed by the Congress of the United States, which shall | 
contain provisions, subjecting the militia or other 
citizens to forcible drafis, conscriptions, or impress ` 
ments, not authorized by the Constitution of the’™ 
United States. wee se 
“Resolved, That it be, and hereby is, recom- 
mended to the said Legislatures, to authorize an ,. 
immediate and earnest application to be made to- 
the Government of the United States, requesting ` 
their consent to some arrangement, whereby th?’ 
said States may, separately or in concert, be em- 
powered to assume upón themselves the defence of 
their territory against the enemy; and a reasonable 
portion of the taxes collected within said States, 
mav be paid into the respective treasuries es 
and appropriated to the payment of the balance due 
said States, and to the fature defence of the same. 
The amount so paid into the said treasuries:to te’ 
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eredited, and the disbursements made as aforesaid, 
to be charged to the United States. 

“Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is, recommend- 
edto the Legislatures of the aforesaid States, to pass 
laws (where ıt has not already been done) autho- | 
rising the Governors or Commanders in Chief of | 
their militia to make detachments from the same, ': 
or to form voluntary corps, as shall be most con- | 
venient and conformable to their Constitutions, and , 
to cause the same to be well armed, equipped and 
disciplined, and held in readiness for service; and | 
mpon the request of the Governor of either of the 
other States, to employ the whole of such detach- . 
ment of corps, as well as the regular forces of the 
Simie, or such part thereof as may be require and 
ean be spared consistently with the satety of the 
State, in assisting the State making such request, 
to repel any invasion thereof which shall be made 
or attempted by the public enemy. 

“Resolved, That the following amendments of 
the Constitution of the United States, be recom- 
mended to the States represented as aforesaid, to 
be proposed by them for adoption by the State Le- 
gislatares, and, in euch cases as may be deemed 
expedient, by a convention chosen by the people , 
of each State. . i 

“And itis farther recommended that the said 
States shall persevere in their efforts to obtain such 
amendments, until the same be effected. 

“ First. Representatives and direct taxes shall be 
apportioned among the several States which may 
be included within this Union, according to their 
respective numbers of free persons, including those 
bound to serve for a term of years, and excluding 
Iedians not taxed and all other perscns. 

“Second. No new State shall be admitted into 
the Union by Congress in virtue of the power . 
granted by the Constitution, without the concur- : 
Teace of two-thirds of both Houses. ' 


eet ee 


“Third. Congress shall not have pewer to lay ‘i 


any embargo on the ships or vessels of the citizens | 
of the United States, in the ports or barbors there- 
of, for more than 69 days. 

“ Fourth, Congress shall not have power, without 
the concurrence of twe-thirds of both Houses, to 
imterdict the commercial intercourse between the 
Uni'ed States and any foreign nation or the depen- 
deacies ther: of. 

“ Fifth. Congress shall not make or declare war, | 
or authorize acts of hostility against any foreign | 
Baton, without the concurrence of two-thirds of 
both Houses, except such acts of hostility be in de- | 

| 


fence of the tereitories of the United States, when 
actually invaded. 

“Sixth. No person who shall hereafter be natural- 
ized, shall be eligible as a member of the Senate or | 
House of Represeniatives of the United States, nor |, 
capable of holding any civil office under the au- , 
thority of the United States. | 

**Sepenth. The same person shall mot be elected | 
President of the United States a second time; nor | 
shall the President be elected from the same Siate | 
two terms in succession. 

“ Resolved, That if the application of these States 
to the Government of the United States, reeom- 
mended in a foregoing resolution, should be unsuc- 
cessful, and peace should net be concluded, and 
the defence of these States should be neglected, as 
it has been since the war, it will, in the opiaion of 
this convention, be exped:ent for the Legisla'ures 
of the several States To APPOINT DELEGATES TO ANO- 
THER CONVENTION, TO MEET AT BOSTON, IN TRE 
State or MASSACHUSETTS, ON THE TH'RD THURS- | 
Day OP JUNE NEXT, WITH SUCH POWERS AND IN- 
STRUCTIONS AS THE EXIGENCY OF A CRISIS SO MOMEN- | 
TOUS SAY REQUIRE. 

“Resolved, That the Hon. George Cabot, the 
Hon. Chauncey Goodrich, and the Hon. Daniel 
Lyman, or any two of them, be authorized to call 
anoth:r meeting of this convention, to be holden in 
Bosion, at any time before new delegates shall be 

ebesen, as recommended in the above resolution, if 
in their judgment the situation of the country shall 

ently require it. 

a CETiarvoab, Jan. 4, 1815.” 

1 wiil, however, read two short extracts from 
the report of the convention in relation to the two 
first proposed amendments: 

i The 


frst amendment proposed, relates to the 
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apportionment of Representatives among the slave- 
holding Siates. This cannot be claimed as a right. 
These States are entitled to the slave representa- 
tion, by a constitutional compact. It is therefore 
merely a subject of agreement, which should be 
conducted upon principles of mutual interest and 
aceommodation, and upom which no sensibility on 
either side should be permitted to exist. It has 
proved unjust and unequal in its operation. Had 
this effect been foreseen, the privileges would pro- 
bably not have been demanded, certainly not ccn- 
ceded. Its tendency in future will be adverse to 
that harmony and mutual confidence, which are 
more conducive to the happiness and prosperity of 


every confederaied State, than a mere preponde- | 


rance of power, the prolific source of jealousies 
and controversy, can be to any oneof them. The 
time may therefore arrive, when a sense of magna- 
nimity and justice will reconcile those States to 
acquiesce in a revision of this article, especially 
as a fair equivalent would result to them in the 
apportionment of taxes. 

“The next amendment relates to the admission of 
new States into the Union. 

“ This amendment is deemed to be highly im- 
portant, and in fact indispensable. In proposing 
it, it is not intended to recognise the right of Con- 
gress to admit new Slates without the original 


tained of disturbing the tranquillity of any State 
already admitied into the Union. The object is 
merely to restrain the constitutional power of Con- 


; gress in admitting new States. At the adoption of 


the Constitation, a certain balance of power 
among the original parties was considered to exist; 
and there was at that time, and yet is, among these 
parties, a strong affinity between their great and ge- 
neral interests. By the admission of these States, that 
balance has been materially affected, and unless 
the practice be modified, must ultimately be de- 
stroyed. The Southern States will first avail them- 
selves of their new confederates to govern the 
East; and finally the Western States, multiplied in 
namber, and avgmented in population, will control 
the interests of the whole. Thus, for the sake of 
present power, the Southern States will be common 


' limits of the United States, nor is any idea entier- ` 


partial conference by delegates from some States, . 
without participation or consultation with other 
States, is to prepare the way fora separation and 
division of the Union. The suggestion of a peculiar 
interest in the States of New England, upon sub- 


| jects of public grievance, is predicated upon the idea 


that this nation has not a community of objects, 
and ıs not connecied by a similarity of obligations, 
The Constitution of the United States has prohibit- 
ed, in express terms, ‘one State from entering into 
any agreement or compact with another,’ without 
the consent of Congress. If, as the result of the 
conference of delegates on the part of New Enge 
land, a compact for any purpose is intended, the 
proposition for such conference is as gross an in- 
fringement of the Constitution as would be the 
compact, when made. It cannot be admissible to 
pursue means to an end which it is wrong and ille- 
gal to attain. 

“Nor is there just pretence of necessity for this 
measure. The framers of the Constitution wisely 
provided for its amendment. Should abuses ex- 
ist, growing out of supposed defects of the instru- 


‘ ment, the mode of reform is definitely prescribed; 
` and if, in this way, they are not to be corrected, 
: neither can they in any other, short of a change in 


sufferers with the East, in the loss of permanent - 


advantages. None of the old States can find an 
interest in creating prematurely an overwhelming 
Western influence, which may hereafter discern 
(as it has heretofore) benefits to be derived to them 
by wars and commercial restrictions.” 

If my colleague should consider these the views 
of former “patriot Presidents,” I do not believe 


he will meet the assent of the people in any section ; 


of the country. 
these proceedisgs were within a few months after 
the destruction, by the enemy, of the public build- 
ings and property in the capital; of the attack upon 
our neighboring city of Baltimore; and when the cru- 


ely and ravages of the enemy were at thei rheight. ; 
To show how this convention was characterized, ; 
I must ask the attention of the committee to an | 


It ought to be borne in mind that . 


extract from a protest, which was Hoel pre- . 


pared by my colleague from the 
trict, who sits directly before me, but who is now 
absent, [Mr. Lincotn.®} 
him or not, his name appears as the first signer, 
and at that day he stood high in the ranks of the 
Demecratic party, and he aud myself were of the 
same political school. One of us must have 
changed, as we are now opposed. I shall showin 
a few words, before I take my seat, that the change 
is with him, and most conclusively, so far as this 
Hartford Convention is concerned. The protest 
signed by Levi Lincoln and others, concludes 
thus: 

“Against the resolotion proposing a convention 
of delegates from the New England States, and the 
resolutions connected therewith, the undersigned 
feel bound, by every dictate of duty, and every 
suegestion of patriotism, most earnestly to remon- 
strate. To these resolutions they have opposed the 
utmost of their own reason, the language of the 
Constitution, and the solemn and warning admoni- 
tions of Washington. However disguised or de- 
signed, the obvious tendency of propositions for a 


Mr. Lacon has since informed me he was the author. 


Whether prepared by | 


orcester dis- | 


the form of Government. It is not to be supposed 
that the Statesof the Union will yield to the dictates 
of a convention what they would refuse to the con- 
stitutional application of the Legislature. The un- 
dersigned, therefore, cannot disguise their appre- 
hension that more mast be designed than is dis- 
tinctly avowed. The reasoning of the report is 
supported by the alarming assumption that the Con- 
stitution has failed in its objects, and the people of 
Massachusetts are absolved from their allegiance, 
and are at liberty to adopt another. In debate, it 
has been reiterated that the Constitution is no 
longer to be respected, and that revolution is not to 
be deprecated. The bond of our political union 


' is thus altempted to be severed; and, in a state 


of war and common danger, we are advised to the 
mad expedient of abandoning that protection which 
the combined energies of the nation might afford, 
for the selfish enjoyment of our present, though par- 


` tial, resources. The resolutions of our Legis- 


lature, it is to be feared, will be viewed by other 
Siates as productive of this consequence, that Mas- 
sachusetts shall govern the Administration, or the 
Government shall not be administered in Massa- 
chusetts. Jealousy and contention willensue. The 
Constitution, hitherto respected as the ark of our 
political safety, will be violated and destroyed, and 
in civil dissensions and convulsions, our indepen- 
dence will be annihilated, and our country reduced 
to the condition of vanquished and tributary 
colonies to a haughty and implacable foreign foe.’ 

In order to show that the Hartford Convention 
party of the days of the war were similar to the 


: Whigs of the present, and that as a party they are 


the same in principle, I will mention the names of 
all of them; and I express my decided conviction, 
and state my frm belief, that every one who is now 
alive is of the Whig party, and every one who bas 
deceased, died in that political faith, under some 
one of its numerous names. There are gentlemen 
here from all the New England States, who can 
correct me if I should be in error. They were, 
from 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
STEPHEN LONGFELLOW, jr. 
Natnan Dane, 
Honpiyan Baytiss, 
Josnua THomas, 
Josepa Lyman, 
SamurL S. WILDE. 
CONNECTICUT. 
Crauncey GoonricH, Cauvin GODDARD, 
James Hitiucose, Nataan Smita, 
Joun [READWELL, Roger Minot BRERMAN. 
ZEPHANIAH SWIFT, 
RHODE ISLAND. 
Danizt Lyman, Bens HAZARD, 
SamurL Warp, Epwarp VIANTON. 
WINDHAM CO. VERMONT. 
Wium Hate, jr. 
CHESHIRE CO. NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Bens. WEst. 
GRAFTON AND LANCASTER, COO3 GO. | 
Mitts OLCOTT, 


Grorae CABOT, 
WirLiaM PRESCOTT, 
Harrison Gray OTIS, 
Timotny BiceLow, 
DanreL Waxpo, 
Grorce Biss, 
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I regret alluding at all to my colleague, [Mr. 
LincoLn,] but his connection with the documents [ 
have oftered made it indispensable; as he and 
my other coileague [Mr. SALTONSTALL] belong now 
to the same party, but were then opposed to each 
other. It is more toexplain my own position, and that 
of the Demorratic party, than to refer to my colleague, 
[Mr. Lincoun,] that I have shown that the party 
with which he now acts are in principle the same 
which he opposed during the -British war. I take 
no isolated cases, but the entire body who assem- 
bled at Hartford, without excepting an individual. 
I wish again to repeat, that the people of Massa- 
chusetts were sound in their attachment to the 
Union, and the cause of their country. ‘The war 
bore heavily and severely, but they would never 
abandon their country. Had the projectors of the 
Hartford Convention openly avowed those irten- 
tions, which the judgment of the country has attri- 
buted to them, they would have been met in Mas- 
sachusetts by the most stera rebuke. They never, 
in official acts, indicated a determination to proceed 
to extremities, yet many, even among their own 
party, saw danger. As we have seen by 
the documents, the whole Democratic par- 
ty in New England denounced them. The 
Democracy of the nation was alarmed. The 
stain which the Senate had cast upon the State, 
by the resolution that it was untecoming and im- 
moral to rejoice at the victories of our own coun- 
trymen, aroused their feelings, and it has been in- 
dignantly blotted out and xxPUNGED. 
the 15th of June, 1813, it adopted the following 


preamble and resolution, proposed by the Hon. | 


Josian Quincy, a leading Federalist: 

“Whereas, a proposition has been made to the 
Senate for the adoption of sundry resalutions, ex- 
pressive of their sense of the gallantry and good 
conduct exhibited by James Lawrence, Command- 
erof the United States ship of war Hornet, and 
the officers and crew of that ship in the destruction 
of his Britannic Majesty’s ship the Peacock. And 
whereas it has been found that former resolutions 
of this kind passed on similar occasions relative to 
other officers engaged in a like service, have given 
gteat discontent to many of the good people of this 
Commonwealth, it being considered by them as an 
encouragement and excitement to the continuance 
of the present unjust, unnecessary, and iniqaitous 
war; and on this account the Senate of Massachn- 
setts have deemed it their duty to refrain from act- 
ing on the said proposition; and also, whereas this 
determination of the Senate may, without expla- 
nation, be misconstrued into an intentional slight 
of Captain Lawrence, and a denial of his particu- 
lar merits, the Senate therefore deem it their duty 
to declare that they have a high sense of the naval 
skill and military and civil virtues of Capt. James 
Lawrence, and that they have been withheld trom 
acting on said propositien solely from considera- 
tions relative to the nature and principle of the 
war, and to the end that all misapprehension on 
the subject may be obviated, 

Resolved, As the sense of the Senate of Massa- 
chusetis, that in a war like the present, waged 
without justifiable cause, and prosecuted in a man- 
ner which indicates that conquest and ambition 
are its real motive, IT IS NOT BECOMING A 


It was on | 


' now, were Democrats then. 


MORAL AND RELIGIOUS PEOPLE TO EX- | 


PRESS ANY APPROBATION OF MILITARY 
OR NAVAL EXPLOITS, WHICH ARE NOT 
IMMEDIATELY CONNECTED WITH THE 
DEFENCE OF OUR SEA COAST AND &OIL.” 


The popular branch of the Legislature did not 
concurin this resolution. 


The people of Massachusetts never rested easy | 
under this objectionable vote; and it was perhaps | 
one of the most powerful inducements to the poli- ; 


tical change which took place in 1823, in which 
which year the Democrats triumphed, and one of 
their most important acts was the passage of the 
following préamble and resolution: 


A resolution offered by the Hon. Mr. Sprague, : 


the 17th instant, in the words following: 

Whereas a certain resolve passed the Senate of 
this Commonwealth on the 15th day of June A. D., 
1813, relating to the capture of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s ship Peacock by the United Siates ship 


Appropriation Bili—Mr. Parmenter. 


Hornet, commanded by the late brave and pa- 
triotic Captain James Lawrence, in the words fol. 
lowing, to wit: [Here follows the resolution. ] 


And whereas, said resolution adopted at a time 


. of extraordinary political excitement, is predicated 


upon an erroneouses!imate of the nature and cha- 
racter of the late war between the United States 


and Great Britain; and whereas the same involve; | 
and asserts principles unsound in policy, and dan- , 


gerous and alarming in tendency, WHEREFORE, 
tnat it may not hereafier be considered as express- 
ing the deliberate sense of the Senate and people 
of this Commonwealth, at this time of uncommon 
political tranquillity, 

“RESOLVED, THAT THE RESOLVE 
AFORESAID OF THE FIFTEENTH DAYOF 
JUNE, A. D. 1813, AND THE PREAMBLE 
‘THEREOF, BE AND THE SAME ARE HERE- 


THE SENATE. 
“The yeas and nays having been required on the 
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adopticn ef the above preamble and resolution, ` 


were as follows: 


“Yeas—Hon. Messrs. Sprague, Ruggles, Aus- l 


tin, Hodges, Thaxter, Allen, Cranston, Fowler, 
Prince, Leland, Dimmick, Wade, Wingate, Par- 
rott, Fiske, Mason, Hull, Keyes, Richardsen, 
Winthrop, Noyes, Mills—22. 
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ren owe a debt of gratitude to the Pennsylvanians. 
In no possible way could they have done a more ae- 
cepiable thing for them. In no way could they have 
so effectually secured his e'ection, and disgraced and 
disgusted the Whig party.” 
[From the Boston Daily Advertiser.] 

“If any other man than Heary Clay shall be no- 
minated by the Whig National Convention, the 
electoral vote of Massachasetts will be given to 


: Martin Van Buren.” 


“We confess we have some curiosity to learn 
which of the members of the de'egation from this 
State can claim the honor of having given the vote 
of the Siate for a candida'e (General Harrison) 
who, we are well assured, is far from being the 
choice of the State.” 

[From the Boston Atlas] 
“An idea has been thrown out by certain papers, 


BY EXPUNGED FROM THE JOURNALS OF . which advocate the substitution of a second rate 


' man, (General Harrison.) that Mr. Webster pos- 


seases qualifications of too exalted and intellectual 
an order to make a popular President.” 
[From the Boston Courier.] 
‘If General Harrison receives the nomination of 


- the Harrisburg Convention, the electo.al vote of 
: Massachusetts will be given to Martin Van Bu- 


ren.” 


i, * The book (Hildreth’s Life of General Harri- 


‘*Nays—Hon. Messrs. Perkins, Brooks, Adams, : 


Gardner, Hoyt, Longley, Tufts, Gorham, Jones, | 


Starkweather, L. Strong, S. Strong, jr. Denny, 
Hubbard, Mitchell —15. 

“So the resolution was accepted and passed.” 

I know it has been said that many who were Fe- 
deralists in former years are friends of the Admi- 
nistration now; and that many who are Whigs 
Undonbiedly. Bat 
that indicates merely a change of sentiment with 


individuals, not an alteration of the principles of a ` 


party. Ihave, in support of my position, that 


the Whigs now are what the Federalists were in | 


1812, given you the names of the prominent men 


wh» composed the Hartford Convention; I have | 
taken the whole organized body as it then existed, | 


and brought it to the test. No one has doubted or 
disputed the correctness of my statement. Changes 
in politics are often conspicuous and sudden. I 
have accidentally before me an evidence of this, 
which evinces some very rapid revolutions in senti- 
ment among prominent politicians in my own 
State. I will read an extract or two from promi- 
nent Federal papers of different dates : 


From the Northampton Courier. 

“The Harrisburg Convention have nominated 
Gen. Harrison, rather than Mr. Webster, as the 
Whig candidate for the Presidency. Were it not 
matter of fact, we shoul think it a mere burlesque, 
a caricature, got up fora laugh. We can hardly 
beleve that men of intelligence and discrimina- 
tion, would act so preposterous, so ridiculously sil- 
ly. Gen. Harrison, a man of no particular re- 
spectability ef character, and whelly obscure as to 
talents, and decidedly insignificant so far as needed 
abilities are concerned, substituted for Daniej 
Webster! An individual from the remotest obscu. 
rity brought out to stand in the shadow of Jack- 
son’s military renown, to catch up a fictitious po_ 
pularity, by throwing around his name the tinse, 
glow of military splendor! and Daniel Webster 
with his gigantic powers of mind and exhaustless’ 
attainments, and unimpeachable moral character, 
put down asan inferior to William Henry Harri- 
son, the ‘Hero of Tippecanoe!” Why, what an 
insufferable insult to the Whigs! what a scandal 
and disgrace to our party! Why, literally, we 


feel ashamed to raise our voice or hold up our | 
head, to meet the merited taunts and ridicule of ; 
We are everwhelmed with shame | 


our opponents. 
atsuch an exhibitien of superlative weakness and 
political pusil'animity. 


“How can the Whigs consistently take up an in- | 


dividual who is put forth by his friends, not from ` 


any intrinsic powers ef mind or strength of intel- 
lect he porsesses, but merely because he has thrown 
around him that odious characteristic of an emi- 
nent statesman, military po, ity—a feature which 
the Whigs, from the outset, have severely reprobated 
in General Jackson, 


| mest parts of the country, a laige property. 


The friend of Mr. Van Bu- | 


son) is worth reading, though the hero of the story 
should never be President of th United States.” 

“A second rate man (General Harrison.) And 
why do all the party prints from which these ex- 
tracts are made snpport him now? Why not sus- 
tain Webster or Clay, or some other man of whose 
talents they boast? The answer is brief. How- 
ever inefficient and unsuitable as a man, circum- 
stances have made him the best material for the 
car of the political idol, Federalism, with which they 
think, vainly, I am sure, to ride over and crush the 
Democracy of the coun'ry. Bat I wil! not digress. 
My two points were to demonstrate, by authentic 
and indisputable documents in this branch of my 
remarks, the eharacter of the Hartford Conven- 
tion and its identity in principle with the Whigs of 
the present day; to sustain my position that Fede- 
ralists are Whigs, and Whigs Federalists. 

In connection with the Hartford Convention, 
was the appointment of three commissioners for the 
professed purpose of asking a separate arrangement 
for a portion of the States, by which the power of 
the General Government was to be surrendered, 
and a partof the national funds to be given up to 
the States referred to; and this was indeed objec- 
tionable, but it was notall that was suspected. An 
indiscreet partisan proposed to the Legislature 
“that a committee be appointed to confer with all 
the New England States, and see if they will agree « 
to appoint a committee to join them and repair to 
the city of Washington immediately, then and 
there personally to make known to the President 
the general opinion of all the New England States, 
in regard to the present war, and the manner in 
which it has been ennducted, and inform him that 
he must either resign his officeas President, or re- 


| move those ministers and other officers of the Ge- 
' neral Government who have, by their nefarious 


plans, rained the nation.” 
I charge this upon none but the individual who 


| proposed it. I only quote it to show what feeling 


prevailed with a few. The commissioners appoint- 
ed were those of the most talented and conspicu- 
ous men in the Federal party: Harrison Gray 
Otis, Thomas H. Perkins, and William Sullivan. 
Mr. Otis is known as an eminent politician through 


, the whole country. He was a strong Federalist 


then, isa Whig now. Mr. Pe:kins is a Boston 
merchant, of princely fortune, obtained by his intel- 
ligence, enterprise, and industry. With a heart 
full of benevolence and philanthropy, he has con- 


| tributed mest munificently to many humane and 


haritable institutions; giving to the asylam a i 
blind his own mansion, worth thirty thousand Cote 


Š i uld be considered, in 
lars; an amount which wo Many 


of that class of our sigbtless fellow beings wili bless 


i after his political offences are for- 
sag as however, a strong Federalist 
then, and is a Whig now. Mr. Sollivan was an 


ardent ‘politician, and bas recently died. I mee 


‘ges 
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" pothing of bis private character, and would say people understand it well; they have acted on it, 


pothing of his political, with any disrespect to his 
memory. His father was a Democrat, and when 
that party succeeded in Massachusetts, he was 
` chosen Governor, after a most bitter and severe 
eoatest. I bave heard an incident related, tending 
. te show that it was supposed he took part in the 
,pontest against his father, to an extent beyond what 
might have been expected from the relation in 
which he stood. 
. The commissioners went to Washington, but 
„Wha! they did, I believe has never been a subject of 
, muth ingtiry. They met, on their journey, the 
pews of the victory at New Orleans, and tidings 
of peace, which blew up their schemes, whatever 
they were. 
«: Mr. Chairman, I have extended my remarks 
„Juch farther than I thought of. I have alluded to 
the politics of my colleague, not with any person- 
al disrespect, but as he has been selected to be placed 
at the head of the party opposed to the Administra- 
tion I support, and calls apon the people to aban- 
doa it, aid in restoring “ihe Government to the 
days of former patriot Presidents,” I have thought 
it due to myself, as well as the cause I advocate, 
eoming from a section of the country where the 
_meagores I have referred to first sprang into exist- 
„ence, to examine the claims of a party, for whom 
may colleague is constituted a prominent organ, to 
be entitled to the right of directing us in oar poli- 
_tieal course, or at least to see how far their own 
position would require us to yield ear opinions to 
those they entercain. 


SPEECH OF MR. JAMESON, 


= OF MIBZOURL 
Fa the House of Representacives, April 21, 1840.—In 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, on the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
tion bill. 
. Mr. JAMESON rose and said, that be had not 
; Intended to have made a speech daring/the pén- 
. deney of this bill, until he was indaced f do 90 by 
the personal remarks mad- by the gentfemay from 
, Pennsyivania (Mr. OaLe] towards a r from 
. Missouri, (Mr. Benton.) The gemie from 
: in epi tgwards that 
not, have 
done, had that Senator been here, of gould he have 
„been here, to have defended himself} And I men- 
. 4ion it now, in the outset, as I see Phat gentleman 
, in his geat, that he may have notice that I will at- 
-fead to him, especially in relation to that matter, 
before I take my seat. And having determined, 
.- Mr. Chairman, to reply to that gentleman in rela- 
tion to those personal allasions, in language that 
equid not be misunderstood, I then also came to the 
; ennelusios to make some remarks on some of the 
mabjecis that had been lugged in the debate during 
the progress of this bill: and in doing that, Mr. 
Chairman, it need not be expected that I will touch 
on the merits of the bill; for that is so unusual, I 
- Might, by doing so, be almost considered ont of or- 
; der, as: President-making speeches seem now to be 
the order of the day. For the Opposition seem 
+ msiiive ebout their candidate for be Presidency, 


.wnd, aa. if sensible of his unfitness for the station, . 


. a8 he has given no evidence of his qualifications for 
- the same, they attempt by speeches to puff him 
„iato a fit and qualified man for that office. But, 
‘Mr. Chairman, after all their long harangues here, 
, to manufacture 1 Harrison into a statesman 
, and a General, they will fail of deceiving and 
gulling. the American people in relation to either; 
fer they understand that matter too well. 
: . The gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Sruarr,] Mr. 
- Chairman, set out, as he said, to make a speech for 
; home consumption, and to that end he a'tempted 
to show that Mr. Van Buren was opposed to the 


‘Cumberland road; and also repeated the old, worn | 


out, stale stuff, which has been so often charged, 

; ead as often refated, that Martin Van Buren was 
sore to the late war, and a friend of Rufus 
--Kisg; and I will not take up the time of the com- 
1-Mitteo Row to reply to that part of the gentleman’s 
wesh. Ithas beef again and again proclaimed 
the stamp, and frem the Opposition press; i 

has been as often answered and resuted. The 


', Congress for the first time, at the last session, fail- 
; ed in making an appropriation for it—abandoned 


`i- been denounced by the greater portion, if not all, 
© of there same Whig gentlemen, as profligate and 


| 


| 


; Secretary of the Treasu'y did not give any esti- 
_ mate, in h's report at this session, tor that road— 


` the whole ground they have for that opinion. 


_ Mr. Van Buren has acted in relation to it. 
: seems to me that you and J, and the people of the 


` Where did it get its death blow? At the hands of 
_ the President or of Congress? Sir, it was not at the 


- this matter to have, escaped the denunciations of 


. by the Secretary of the Treasury, after this deci- 


and decided it in Mr, Van Buren's favor. ~ 

But to the Cumberland road. How’ does the 
gentleman undertake to show that Mc,’Van Buren 
is opposed to the Cumberland goad?,’ Why, he is 
opposed toit because the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury did not, in his report at thiySession, make an 
estimate for an appropriation Ar that road, and : 
had been in the habit of doing it heretofore. That 
isthe argument, and that is the evidenc: adduced 
to show that Mr. Van Buren is opposed to the Cum.’ 
berland road; and to sustain himself in this charge, 
the gentleman has referred to the letter of the ho- 
norable gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Hopxixs,] 
who has come to the same conclusion; and, as | 
presume, from the same facts. But in order to be 
certain whether the gentleman from Virginia had 
any more evidence or facts to found his conclu- ; 
sions on than the gent'eman from Hlino’s had, I will 
ask that gentleman a question. Did you ever con- 
verse with Mr. Van Buren on the subject of the 
Cumberland road; and if so, did he inform you 
that he was epposed to it; or have you come to the 
conclusion that Mr. Van Buren was opposed to it, 
from the same circumstances and facts as those 
mentioned by the gentleman from Illinois? 

{Here Mr. Hopkins aswered and said that he 
had never heard Mr. Van Buren say any thing 
directly or indireotly in relation to the Cumberland 
road, and that he presumed that he had come to 
the conclusion that Mr. Van Buren was opposed 
to that road from the same circumstances and facts 
that the gentleman from Hlinois had.] 

Here, ther, Mr. Chairman, are the circome | 
stances and facts from which these gentlemen have | 
come to the conclusion that Mr. Van Buren is op- 
posed to the Cumberland road: that is, that the 


and that he had done it heretofore. And oe is 

ir, 
they have only taken a partial view of the facts, 
and it sometimes, in fact very often, happens that 
different men come 10 different conclusions from 
the same set of facts; then let us take a full view of 
all the facts connected with this road, so Peres 

od it 


States interested, must come to the conclusion that 
he is not opposed to the road; as he has given no 
evidence that he is, but has given strong evidence 
that he is not. Sir, this same Secretary of the 
Treasury, under the direction of Mr. Van Buren, 
did, in his report to the first session of Congress 
after Mr. Van Buren came to the Presidency, give 
an estimate for this read; a law passed at that ses- 
sion making an appropriation for it, and was signed ; 
and approved by Mr. Van Buren. A similar esti- 
mate, by the same Secretary, was made and sent 
in atthe next session, which was the last session 
of Congress ; and,Congress, for the first time 
since the road started, failed in making an 
appropriation for it; and thereby abandoned 
the road. Then, Mr. Chairman, who is 
to blame for the abandonment of this road? 


hands of the President, but of Congress. It was 


it. How, then, could the President have acted in 


the Whig party? If he had recommended it again, 
by directing estimates to be reported for the same, 


sive expression against it by the Legislative depart- 
ment at the last session of Congress, he would have 


extravagant, and as aiming to dictate to Congress 
after it had decided against this road, rejected and 
abandoned it. , 

And although, Mr. Chairman, these Whig gen- © 
tlemen profess that they have united in one com- 
mon bond, to put dowa Executive dictation, power, 
and patronage, yet many of them, from States not 
immediately interested in this road, in order to pave 
the way out of which political capital could be 


|| made to operate against the President at the next | 


Presidential election in the States interested in this 
road, have declared upon this floor that they could 
not vote to appropriate money to carry on this 


road, because it had not been recommend- 
ed by the President; that is, because es- 
timates had not been furnished by the 


: Secretary of the Treasury; and the gentleman. 


. weakened it. 


from Hltnois, in order to follow this lead, and carry 
out this arrangement, has declared that the Presi- 
dent was opposed to this road, and that that oppo- 
sition was the cause of its failure. Away with 
such stratagems and ariifices, such hollow pro- 
fessions; you cannot deceive the peuple in the 
West by atiempting to throw such chaff and dust 
in their eyes; they understand you and your course 
too well; they will believe that you who have 
voted against it, would have done so if the Secre- 
tary had sentin the estimates; they will believe, 
and correctly too, that this pretence has been 
fuel out, and served up for the occasion; they 
know that you have been raising the “hue and 
cry” for the last eight or ten years against Ex- 
ecutive dictation, and they will not believe you 
now when you come ont and say that you cannot 
vote an appropriation, becanse the Executive did 
not di-tate it; they will believe that yeu have sa- 
crificed this road to electioneering purposes, and 


| that the President hashad no hand nor fault in it, 


Tne last session of Congress took the responsibility 
of giving this measure its death blow; and Mr. 


! Van Buren pursned the course of his predecessors, 


and paid respect to that expression of opinion on the 
part of Congress: and as Congress took that 
responsibility, it was their duty to take the re- 
sponsibility of resuscitating and reviving it. The 
Executive, then, as in duty bound, will pursue 
your lead. Then let it be revived by the same 
hands that killed it; and let us hear no more 
of th's stuff, that we should do nothing, unless 
the President direct us to do it; ‘this doctrine 
may suit Whigism, but it does not accord with 
Democratic principles. But, Mr. Chairman, there 
is another cause for the downfall of this road—it 
was first diseased by the action of the Legisla- 
ture of the State from which the gentleman, [Mr. 
Stuart] came. That body determined that the 
road should not pass through that State, unless it 
struck the Mississippi at Alton. It was the enter- 
ing wedge to its destruction. The friends of it 
failing out among themselves about its location, 
‘Lhe enemies of it seized upon 
this circumstance, and worked its ruin—at least 
for the present, and I now have but litle hopes.of 


: it being revived again until forty-three, after the 


` new 


census is taken, and the apportionment 
thereon made. Mr. Chairman, the gentle- 
man from Illinois b'ew hot, and he blew cold 
in the same speech. First, that the Execu- 


: tive assumed too much power, and to much 


dictation; and secondly, that he did not assume 
enough of either; andin connection with the first 
branch of his argument, I am led to notice. a-poli- 
tical doctrine advanced by the gentleman who 
preceded him—the aged and learned gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Sarronstauy.] That 
gentleman said “ihat General Jackson was the 
first President who had ever advanced the idea 
that he was the immediate representative of the 
people, and was responsible to them for his acts, 


! and not to this body.” Now, Mr. Chairman, I must 


beg leave to differ from that gentleman. , That 
doctrine is as old as the Constitution itself; yes, 
sir, as old as the opinions of Jefferson and Madison, 
in relation to our frame of government. I had 
always been taught to believe, that this was a 
Government of the people—'hat the people were 
the sovereigns—that all the officers of the Govern- 
ment were their servants, or agents, appointed to 
administer the Government and laws for their be- 
nefit—that they were responsible and accountable 
to the people for their acts—-and that the three de- 
partments of Government, the Legislative, Execu- 
tive, and Judicial, were created to form balances 
and checks on each other, and to that end were 
made independent ef each other, but the of- 


' ficers of all three dependent on and responsible 


| to the people for their acts—and that no one 


department was ever intended to he dependent 
on, or responsible to, either of the others for its 
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acts, but precisely the reverse. Sur, it is that in- 
dependence of each other, and responsibility of 
each to the people, that constitute the beauty and 
strength of the frame of our Government. It is 
the corner stone, the arch,, the basement, upon 
‘which the superstructure is reared. Jt is that up- 
on which the liberty and freedom of the people 
rest; and it is that upon which the principle is es- 
tablished, that all power in this Government ema- 
nates from, and concentrates in, the people; and 
this is Gen. Jackson’s doctrine: yes; and I will in- 
form the gentleman that it is now, and has been 
gince the formation of the Constitution, the doc- 
trine of the Democracy. He says that the doc- 
trine of the old Federal party was, to add more and 
more power to the Executive, so, I presume, that 
it might be enabled to bring the other departments 
within its control, and thereby destroy the liberties 
of the people. But now, forsooth, the doctrine is 
as faron the other extreme: the Executive now 
mast be responsible to the Legislature, instead of 
the people: any shifts, or new experiments, to 
overturn Democracy. But Democracy, and the 
principles of the Democratic party, have been one 
an athe same thing, since the formation of the Con- 
stitution; that is, to’carry out the principles of the 
Constitution, as intended by its framers; not to 
permit one Department to encroach, er be depen- 
dent, upon another, but to let each perform the du- 
ty assigned it by the Constitution, and law made in 
pursuance thereof, and to hold them all strictly ac- 
countable and responsible to the people for their 
acts, 


Bot if the doctrine of the gentleman be correct, I 
hope ke will no longer complain of the President 
for not making out an estimate for the Cumberland 
road. As he is to be responsible to this Hou-e for 
his acts, the House then, as a matter of course, 
whether the President told them to do itor not, 
should have taken the responsibility of making the 
appropriation for the road, and I am in hopes the 
gentleman from Illinois will also come to the same 
conclasion, when he looks back to that part of his 


speech complaining so much of Executive dicta- ` 


tion, and nor ccme to the conclusion (for if he does 


he will find himself mistaken) that the people of 


Ohio, Iadiana, Illinois, and Missouri, are so igno- 


rant? that they can be hambugged by such palpa- | 


bie inconsistencies. 
. Mr. Chirman, a few more words in relation to 
this road, and 1 will have done with it for the pre- 
- sent. Sir, if the principle set forth by the gentle- 
man from Illinois, [Mr. Stuart,] in that part of 
his speech last alluded to, and by o:her Whig gen- 
tlemen upon this floor, be correct—that Congress 
should make no appropriation, cr do any thing un- 


less it is recommended or directed by the Presi- ; 


dent-——then Congress ought not to corsume the 
people’s . money, by investigating, discussing, 
debating and originating measures; but meet, 
ascertain the Presidents will, do it, adjourn, 
-and go htdme. 
ciples of the Democratic party;-nor have those 


_ gentlemen pretended that it was theirs in relation ; 


to any thing else but this road, except where the 

. :Cons'itntion or law required it. 
sistibly brought to the conclusion that their object 
is to gull the people in the States interested, by 
trying to make them believe that it was the fault of 
the President, and not of Congress, that this road 
has failed at this session. In relation to this road, 

. the President was not required by the Constitution, 
or any law, to furnish estimates; and I repeat 
again, that he has given evidence that he was in 
favor of the road, by farnishing estimates for the 

_, road every session of Congress since he has been 


President,unti!Congress abandoned it,and by signing | 


the only bill that passed since he came into the Pre- 
. sidency, making an appropriation forit. Nor has 
he said one word against it in his message, or any 


. other writing, or verbally. There is not, therefore, ` 
.. one particle of evidence or foundation for the asser- | 


tion that he is oppcsed toit. Sir, he knew, as 
+ every anbiaseed, intelligent: man must know, that 
. a8 Congress first took the responsibility to abandon 
it, it was their duty first. to take the responsibility 
,, Of reviving it; and when, that is done, if it be before 
his next Presidential term expires, my word for it, 

: t 
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he will continue to furnish estimates again for il, 
antil it is again abandoned by Congress. 

I now, Mr. Chairman, come to the opposing 
candidate for the Presidency, Gen. Harrison, and 
will inquire into his principles and qualifications. 
And I will first show that he is either an Abolition- 
ist, or that he is favoring their schemes; or if he is 
oppcsed to the Abobitionists and their schemes, he 
is aiming to get their votes, and will then deceive 
them, and his friends may tahe either horn of the 
dilemma. Second, thathe is a high protective ta- 
rif! man. Third, that he isin favor of the United 
Sta'es Bank. And fourth, that he was identified 
with the Federalists during the administration of 
the elder Adams, and thatthere is no proof of his 
having changed his principles since. “And first, as 
to Abolition. i 

Mr. Chairman, I presume thatAt cannot, and 
will not be denied tha} Gen. Harison will receive 
the votes of the Atdlitionists, gnd that it was 
through and by their united inflyence and exertions 
that he received the nominatiog for the Presidency, 
by the Harrisburg Conventiog, over Henry Clay. 
And, sir, a “man is known py his company;” and 
if we have no ether evidence, it isa safe rule to 
presume that a man is of the same principles as 
those through. whose influepce he is nominated, or 
succeeds to office, for }t isf almost universally true 
that he will serve thosd wo promote him to office. 
Then, if elected, Gen, Harrison will cwe that 

itidnfsts; he will be under the 
greate t possible obligatlhn to them, and will, as a 
matter of course, favor their schemes. But, sir, I 
will show, by a train of evidence and circum- 
stances, that it was through the influence of the 
Abolitionists that Gen. Harrison received his. no- 
mination. Ihold in my hand a circular, issued 
from Albany, New York, accompanied by a letter 
of a Mr. Bloodgood, and circulated through the 
Northern States ju-t preceding the meeting of the 
Harrisburg Convention, in order to make way and 
prepare the m'nds of that convention to nominate 
Harrison over Clay; and one of the main reasons 
assigned is, that the Abolitionisis would not sap- 
port Clay, and,asa matter of course, wou!d sup- 
port Harrison. 

Here is the letter and circular; let them speak 
for themselves. The CLERK will read them: 


“ALBANY, Oct. 23, 1839. 
“To the Editor of the Sangamo Journal: 

“Dear NIR: | send you (confidertialiy)a circular which is 
circulating here, and is producing great effect. Mr. Clay can- 
not possibly get this State,or New England. Our only hope 
is in General Hartison, who is perfectly unexceptionable, and 
has no serious op9ositiion to him on any possible ground. The 
leaders do not feei, perhaps, as sure of getting paid for their 
services with him as with other candidates who have implied- 
ly come intotheir views. But we can make a glorious rally 
under his banner, and reach the hearts of the people with his 
services and virtues. General Scott has been pushed by a 
few anti-Clay men, but it isall nonsense. I send you apam- 
phlet which is also circulating here, and which shows that no 
Jackson men, or Clintonians, can or will support him. The 
great point now is to have the publie voice indicate a pre- 
ference, or there may be fatal mistakes made at Harrisburg. I 
am the chairman of the State Central Committee of Young 
Men, butdo not speak officially. Ishould like to forward some 
papers and letters to your delegates, but their residence is not 
mentioned. Will you publish their residence and send me a 
paper? 


Yours truly, 
S. DEWITT BLOODGOOD.” 


“CONFIDENTIAL. ) 


“Dgax Sir: The peculiar crisis in which the Whig party is 
placed, and the circumstance of my connection by means of an 
extensive political correspondence, with many of the purest 
and most patriotic of our fellow-citizens in other States, induce 
meto address you at thistime, in relation to the Presidential. 
question. And first let me avow myself as the warm, devoted, 
personal friend of Mr. Clay, and an unqualified admirer of his 
talentsand services. 1 believe he deserves to be President of 
the United States, above all our other candidates, and yet, with 
all these admissioos, I cannot but consider his prospect at pre- 
sent a hopeless one. We have loatthree years in contests about 
men, and the tide of victory carrying us no where, except into 
the eddies formed by opposing sections, or upon the barren 
beach of useless controversy, seems ebbing to leave us there. 
The Whig party being an intelligent ard intellectual class, must 
necessarily do its own thinking, and with thought come variety 
of opinions, and with variety, want cf unity anu concord. This 
isour predicament and our danger. If we were united, we 
should be formidable te the enemies of our country; but, alas, 
we are. beaten in detail. Let us apply this fact to the choice of 
candidates. Mr. Clay’s political course, and tong conflicts with 
portions of his fellow-citizens, have rendered him liable to 
warm opposition, personal hatred, and unjust prejudice. Is it 
the part of sagacious men to venture against such odds? With 
a majority of the States against us,is it prudent to risk every 
thing left us? Our party leaders want sagacity, or, as I prefer 
styling it, philosophy. They act asif mankind were always ac- 
tuated by the best motives, and that the holding up an abstract 
pledge of victory. Not so. Nations, like indi- 
viduals, often rush blindly to ruin, from passion, prejudi¢e, am- 
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bition, and many other causes. It is vain to oppure, their 
will when they take a particular bias. They who attermjt 
it are sacrificed, and thus history tells us with its monitory 
page, of the downfall of patriots vainly struggling against their 
erring countrymen, and finally of the downfall of the masses 
themselves. This is thelaw of nature and the will of Provi- 
dence. Let us also apply this fact to politics. We cannot ex- 
pect perfection in the people at large; we can only rely on, their 
general good intentions, sustained by a consciousness, that their 
own interests individually, are at stake with those of the 
mass. When they are right inthe main, itis as much as we 
should expect. We cannot hope that they wiil cease to be 
men in order to please us. In this knowledge consists the tact 
of the Administration party. They studiously seek to know 
the public will, and they follow it long enough to profit by its 
force and power. How adroitly they availed themselves of the 
popularity of Jackson! By bad measures they have Jost 
much of its advantage, and by prosecuting such a scheme as 
the Sub-Treasury, they will lose more. But still they are 
strongly entrenched, and we must carry their entrenchments, 
or be doomed to political slavery. How can this be done? 
Only by uniting on the man who has Jess opposition to him 
than another. Superioror splendid talents or exalted claims 
are not the questions to be considered. What is any man 
comparedto the cause? What have we to do with political 
rewards when our country is on the brink of ruin? 

“ Herein the friends of Mr. Clay have made a fatal mistake. 
In their love for him they forget that a battle is to be fought. 
Enthusiasm wi!l not always overpower superiority of num- 
bers. If it could, Mr. Clay would have been President long 


ago. 

“If Mr. Clay runs, he will meet with opposition from old 
party antagonists, whose heads have grown grey in political 
iniquity. 

“The old JACKSON MEN will oppose him. 

“The ABOLITIONISTS generally will oppose him. 

‘ The violent Anti masons will oppose him. 

“The Irishmen, who have already denounced him for bis at- 
tack on O'Connell, will oppose him. 
ca enemies of the United States Bank will oppose 

im. > 
“The WESTERN SQUATTERS will oppose him. 

“The Southern State Rights men will oppose him. 
several leading papers in Georgia.) 

“Now, in the name of Heaven, shall .we run the risk of this 
opposition, or even of the show of it? Can we go headiong into 
a fight, with these adverse elements actively at work against us? 
Are we strong enough to venture so much? = It seeme to me that 
some men must have taken leave of their senses, to advocate 
any candidate against whom any portion of this opposition may 
he branght. Nothing buta strong and decided course on the 
part of our editorial friends, and an appeal without delay tothe 
good sense of the party, will save us from utter ruin. . 

“To whom shall we then look for aid? Where is the man 
sufficiently popular to be our candidate, and one free from these 
objections? 

“I answer, we have him, and have had him for three years; 
and if good policy had prevailed, we would by this time have 
looked down all opposition. . . 

“among the ‘people’ of this: State, he is at this moment 
vastly more popular than any other candidate; and the.reasons 
for it lie deep in the human heart. ; cae 

“Since the reverses in the West, and South and North, men 
have begun to think, and thinking has produced wonderful 
changes under our own eyes. Our letters from the western 
counties assure us thatthe delegatesto the National Conven- 
tion will generally be Harrison men; and such they willbe from 
this vicinity. 

“The name of Gen. Scott has been brought out here by a fow 
of our leading office holders. It is suspected that it was at first 
merely a scheme to.get rid of Mr.. Clay, and the implied obli- 
gation of his support. As It took a little better than was ex- 
pected, a few have attempted to press,it. But it is the idlest of 
all attempts, and even now signally faila. General Scott is not 
known asa Whig. and not identified with us. A few ambitious 
men in New York, and in the army, doubtless h to advance 
themselves by advancing him. But leaving all other objections 
out of view, two circumstances are fatal to him, growing out 
of a celebrated personal controversy. General Jackson’s let- 
ter, and that of De Witt Clinton, will shortly make their ap- 
pearance, by which all hopes of support from any of their 
friends will be entirely cut off. Read for yourselves: from 
Niles’s Register for 1818, and you will judge how much. popu- 
larity will be left him iu this struggle. ButI forbear. 

“Thope you will give this letter your serious attention, and 
if you agree with me, you will-at once throw yourself into the 
front rank, for the purpose of producing ‘union and harmony’ 
IN TIME. Yours, with respect, 


(Ro say 


or OLAT, 
But a greater friend of the couee.”’ 

Here, sir, before the meeting of that convention, 
is the way paved by these Abolitionisis who issued 
that cireular for Harrison over Clay. Itis true, as 
a mere blind, for the purpose of misleading, other 
reasons were assigned for their preference of Har- 
rison over Clay. But, sir, let us examine these 
other reasons and see if there is a particle of truth 
in them. The first is, that “the old Jackson men 
would oppose Clay.” And why, let me ask, would 
the “old Jackson men” be more likely to vote for 
Harrison than Clay? Has not Harrisom been as 
bitter an enemy of Gen. Jackson and: his princi- 
pies as Clay? . I answer that he has. .. The first op- 
portunity he had after the late war, be showed his 
enmity and hatred towards Gen. Jackson. In 1818 
he j ined the,Federalists: in their violent and un- 
warranted attack against Gen. Jackson’s. military 
conduct in the Seminole wart, aut vod ne eS 
solution disapproving the proceeamgs OP ’ 
gudieseedlion of Arbuthnot and Ambrister; and 
declaring the seizure of the Spanish ports of Pensa- 
cola and Si.. Carlos de Barancos by the American 
army, to be contrary to the Constitution of the Uni- 
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ted States. He opposed Gen. Jackson for the Pre- 
aidency in °24, °28, and °39, and opposed his adminis- 
tration throughout. Then, sir, where is the ground 
for that assertion? There is none. The next J will 
notice is the statemen: that “the enemies of the 
United States Bank would oppose Clay;” and why 
not Harrison? Has he not been as uniformly in 
favor of that Bank as Clay? and would he not, if 
elected, sign a charter for the same as soon as 
Clay? About that no one can have a doubt. 
it states, too, that the “Western squatiers would op- 
pose Clay.” As to that, Mr. Chairman, I will 
inform these Abolition gentlemen, in the first place, 
that there are very few of these “ Western squat- 
ters,” as they call them, at least so far as my own 
State is concerned, who would support either of 
them. Among them Federal Whigism cannot 
flourish; it has no charms for them. They are an 
honest, industrious, and intelligent people; they live 
by the “‘sweat of the brow;” they are independent; 
they are not tenants; dependent upon no landlord 


or rich nabob for their bread; and among sucha | 


people Democracy always finds a certain home; 
for such mea will never consent to have sad- 
dled on them monepolies and privileged orders; 
but if there be any squatters who are Whigs, 
] will venture to say that they would as 
soon support Clay, with his talents, as to 
sapport a man in whose capacity and talents 
they have no confideoce—and I will say that, so 
far as Missouri is concerned, Clay is more 
popular than Harrison—and I have the Whig 
Convention of that State and the Whig De'egates 
to the Harrisburg Conveation to back me ia that 
assertion—then that reason fails. And lastly, this 
circular states that the Antimasons and Irishmen 
would oppose Clay. Now, sir, how didthe wri- 
ter of this circular know that fact?’ Did the Anti- 
masons and Irishmen, before the meeting of the 
Harrisburg Convention, indicate in any way their 
preference for Harrison over Clay? We have no 
f of it—nor did the Old Jackson men, anti- 
ank men, or Western squatters. Then, sir, ac- 
cording to the history of the times, and the truth of 
the facts, neither the Old Jackson men, anti-United 
States Bank men, Western squatters, Antimasons, 
nor the Irishmen, had, previous to the meeting of 
that Convention, indicated in any way, as parties, 
that they preferred Harnson to Clay.” Bat the 
Abolitionists had—they had, sometime before the 


But | 
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from the most authentic sources within his power. 
He has set them forth, and they are published to 
the world in his printed speech. Yes, Mr. Chair- 
man, these are the principles of the men who com- 

sed that convention. How different with the 

mocracy! Democracy is one and the same 
thing throughout the nation: ts supporters have 
one and the same purpose in view—and that is to 
carry out and administer the Government accord- 
ing to the intent of its framers, and as laid down 
by Jefferson, pursued by Jackson, and thus far by 
Van Buren. It is of but one materia’, and cannot 
be alloyed by materials of opposite principles, pro- 
perties, and qualities. 


And what else did they do? Did they let us know 


their principles by an address to the peuple, so that » 


the people coul! form an opinion of the principles 
upon which General Harrison, their nominee, 
would admı ister the Government, if elected? No, 
sir. It would not do to declare in favor of a Uni- 
ted States Bank; for, if they had, the Southern anti- 
Bank Whigs would have showed their inconsistency 
by supporiing the nominee. It wou'd not dv to 
declare in favor of a protective tariff, for, by so 


doing, they would have lost some of the Southern j 


and Western anti-tarif Whigs. It would not do 


to declare in favor of the old Federal consolidation | 


doctrine, for they would have lost some of the 
Whig Sta‘e Rights men. Nor would it do to de- 


clare in favor of Abolition, for then they would | 
‘| which directed our Washington, Jefferson, and Madison, Be- 


have lost all the honest Southern Whigs. Then 
what could they do with this heterogeneous motley 
mass of opposite principles, thrown together in one 
convention? Why, they could only agree to write 
one thing to spread before the American people, 
and that was too short to come from so many great 
minds; thatis, that they were oppcsed to the pre- 
sent Administration and Democracy, with a post- 
script at the end of it in these word-: “But we can- 
Not agree in the reasons why.” Sir, it is the first 
political conveniion that has ever, in these United 
States, met and adjourned without setting forth to 
the pub'ic, in the form of an address, their political 
principles and their views on the leading questions 
of the day. 

And now, Mr. Chairman, let us see by this course 
what this convention has done. Sir, they have 
impliedly, and by act and deed, said to 


| 
remem | 


Yes, Mr. Chairman, this | 
convention pursued the track marked out by, and ` 
obeyed the command of, that Abolition circular. | 


may occur to lessen youin the estimation ofa great and fres 
people. o 
I am sir, respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
MILES HOTCHKISS, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


“Cincrnnaty Feb. 29, 1840. 
“Oswego Union Asoociation: 

GENTLENEN: Your letter of the 3lst ult. addressed to Gene. 
ral Harrison, has been placed in our possession with a view to 
early attention. This is unavoidable, in consequence of the 
very numerous letters daily received by the General, and to 
which his reply in person is rendered absolutely impracticable. 
As from his contidentiat committee, you will look upon this 
response, and if the policy observed by the committee should 
not meet with your approbation, you will attribute the error 
rather w ourselves and his immediate advisers, than General 
Harrison. That policy ie: THAT THE GENERAL MAKE 
NO FURTHER DECLARA ION OF FAIS PRINCIPLES, 
FOR TAR PUBLIC EYE, WHILST OCCUPYING HIS 
PRESENT POSITION. Sucha cvurse lias been adopted, not 
for purpese of concealment, nor to avoid all proper reaponsi- 
bility; but under the impression that the General's views, 
in regard to all the important and exciting questions of 
the day, have heretofore been given to the public, fully 
and explicitly; and that those views, whether con. 
nected with constituional or oiher questions of very 
general interest, have undergone no change. The com. 
mittee are streng:hened in regard to the propriety ofthis policy; 
that no new issue be made to the public, from the consideration 
thatthe National Convention deemed it impolitic, at the then 
crisis, to publish any general deciaration of the views of the 
great Opposition party, and certainty the policy at the present 
remains unaltered. In the mean time, we cannot help express- 
ing the hope thit our friends every where will receive the nomi. 
nation of General Harrison with eine hing akin to generous 
confidence. When we reflect upon the distinguished intelli. 
gence of the nominating convention—how ably all interests 


| were represented in that body, we certainly havea high guaran. 
i tee that should General Harrison be the successful candid 


a l ate for 
the Presidency, that office will be happily and constitutionally 
administered, and under the guidance of the same principles 


lieving you will concur with usin the propriety of the policy 


- adopted, we have pleasure in subscribing #urselver, 


“Your friends, DAVID GWYNNE, 


J. C. WRIGHT, 
O. M. SPENCER, 
SH. E. Spencer, Corresponding Secretary ” 


Here, Mı Chairman, is a principle, a precedent 
new to this Government, set, which, if it obtains, 
and is ratified by the American people, will be- 
come more dangerous to their liberties than any 
doctrine set forth, or promulgated by the Hartford 
Convention, and the Harrisburg Convention re- 
ferred to as authority for it. Sir, has it come to 
this, that a man who is asking the suffrages of the 


| people of this nation, for the highest office in their 


gift, refusts, when respectfully asked, to give his 
views upon the subject of Abolition; a subject, sir, 
of more vitalimportance to this Confederacy than 
any other that has been agitated since its forma- 


meeting of that Convention, shown their hands, 
through circulars and their leading organs; they had 
commenced a warm opposition to Clay on account 


the American people, that, as we lie in 
the shade, and don’t have to work for our 


tion; and which, if not checked in its career, will. 
ere long dissolve this Union, after having first 


of the speech he had made last Congress against 
their schemes, and had warned that Convention 
not to Dominate Clay, that they would not support 
him. Then, Mr. Chairman, we are bound to pre- 
sume that the other four classes or parties were as 
friendly toClay as Harrison; and we know that 
the Abolitionists were not; and we are irresistibly 
brought to the cenclusion that they were placed by 
the side of Abolitionists in this circular for the pur- 
~ Dage Of deceiving and practising a fraud upon the 
D: party, in order to enable them to bend every 
influence to that of Abolition; and, sir, they suc- 
eeeded; all the other parties that met in the con- 
vention, yielded to them, and Gen. Harrison may 
‘therefore be properly termed the Abolition candi- 
date. Yes, sir, the Harrisburg Convention met, 
composed of men and parties as opposite in prin- 
ciples as the antipodes, agreeing bat in one solita- 
ry thing, and that was, opposition to the Adminis- 
tration and Democracy. They were composed of 
Masons and Antimasons, of high protective tariff 
and anti-protective tariff men, of United States 
Bank and anti-United States Bank men, and of 
Abolitionists, and all these made up of lawyers, 
doctors, bank officers, merchants, speculators, and 
dismissed office holders, with some eight or ten 
planters; but no log cabin men were there, although 
they profess to have taken the log cabin men 
under their especial care; and nearly all of them 
were friendiy to the administration of John Quincy 
Adams. 

For the -proof of these facts—I mean as to the 
principles and profession of the members of that 
eonvention—I refer to the collection of facis made 
by the gentleman from Tennessee,. (Mr. Wartrzr- 
wn,) who jnforms me that he has collected them 
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living, we have more time te study and attend to | 
politics than you have; and, as we have the intel- || 


ligence, and know how things should be dane, do 
you never mind about our principles, or the prin- 
ciples of our candidate: you attend to your work; 
you-have not time to attend to these things, and 


we will attend to your interests, and in the mean-=| 


time, without knowing any thing about oar views, 
or our candidate’s views, do you vote as we tell 
you. But, sir, this shall not rest upon implica- 
tion, strong as it is; I will show from positive 
testimony—from the hands of General Harrison’s 
confidential and conscience-keeping committee— 
that he has pursued the implied order of this 
convention and positively refnsed to come out 
(although respectfally asked) and inform the people 
—the sovereigns of the nation—and wh se suf- 
frages he is asking for the highest office in their 
gift, what his principles and politics are. Yes, 
Mr. Chairman, I hold in my hand the correspond- 
ence showing this fact; the Clerk will read it. 


“Osweco, Jan. 31, 1840, 
“To the Hon. William H. Harrison: . 

“ Dear Sm: In accordance with a resolution of the Union 
Association of Oswego, I am instructed to propose three ques- 
tions to you in relation to subjects that a large portion of this 
section of the country feel a deep interestin. The first ie— 

“Are you in favor of receiving and referring petitions for 
the immediate abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 

ia 5 

“Second—Are you in favor of a United States Bank, or somé 
institution similar to that, for the safe keeping and disbursing of 
the public moneys, and for giving a uniform currency through: 
out the United States. 

“And lastly—-Would you favor the passage of a general bank- 
rupt law by Congress, so that its operations might be equal in 
all the States in the Union. ee : 

“I have only toaay, sir, thatthe above inquiries are made in 
accordance with the unanimous wishes of this Association, the 
members of which, I am instructed to say, entertain the high- 
eat ota for your past services, and hope, should you be elect- 
ed to the high office for which you are nominated, that nothing 
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drenched it in blood, and destroyed its treasure? 
Sir, thar a man who asks the people for their 


| suffrages for a high office, should, before they cast 


their votes, give that people his views on subjects 
and principles of great importance, is interwoven 
in, and forms a material part of, the machinery by 
which this Republic moves, and must be preserved. 
It is a fundamental principle of this, and must be 
of all Republics, or otherwise they cannot long 
exist. 

Sir, Gen. Harrison, in refusing to give his views 
and opinions on the subject of Abolition, and on all 
the other important questions which agitate the 
nation, has ventured upon ground that no other 
candidate for the Presidency or any other high 
office hzs ventured upon from the days of Wash- 
ington down. No, sir, not even did the Adamses 
venture upon it. 

It is the doctrine of kings and emperors, who 
come to the throne by inheritance, and who are the 
masters of the people, and the people their ser- 
vants. It will do for them to lock up their views 
and principles in their ewn bosoms, and refuse to 
inform the pecple how they intend to administer 
the Government. But does it suit a Republic, 
where the people are the masters and the officers 
the servant? Will the people of these United 
States permit a man to come into the highest office 
within their ‘gift, uncommitted and unpledged, ei- 
ther one way or the other, upon the great questions 
in which the interests, the liberties, and the very 
union of the States are involved? Will they say 
yes, we will support Gen. Harrison; he is.a good 
man; he knows what will be good for us, and what 
principles will suit us better than we do ourselves; 
as we are ignorant and incapable of self-govern- 
ment? No, sir, they will not support a man to 
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come into power self-willed, to do his cwn will in- 
stead of theirs, even if. he had a will of his own— 
much less will they sapport a man who has no will 
of his own——who has to employ a committee to dic- 
tate for him, act for him, and tell him what he 
must do—they know that in voting for General 
Harrison it would be but giving a formal 
vote—ihat substantially and in effect, it wouid 
be voting from the evidence they now have 
before them, for a committee to be made up, whose 
persons and principles they will- know nothing 
about; whose duty it will be, like the present one, 
to keep his conscience, and direct in what manner 
he shali administer the Government, if he should 
be elected; and in thal event they will come to the 
_ conclusion, from the evidence before them, that that 
committee will be made up of Abolitionists, Fede- 
ralists, United States Bank men, and high protec- 
tive tariff men, and such like materials; and they 
will further reason and say, that if General Har- 
rison now, while but a candidate for the Presi- 
dency, has to employ a committee to keep his con- 
science, and tell him when to move, and when to 
sand still, that he would, as a matter of course, 
have one around him, if elected, to ‘ell him what 
to do, as his respon:ibility and labor would be 
much greater then than now; and they will not 
doubt, sir, but that it will be composed of the ma- 
terials above mentioned, whose only aim and object 
will be to contrcl, through him, the Government 
in such a way as to enure to the benefit of the few, 
regardiess of the interests of the many. 

Sir, whoever before in this Government heard 
of a candidate for office with a committee around 
him to tell him what todo? It might well do for 
imbecile Kings, such as the Georges of England, 
to have a ministry around them to direct the ad- 
ministration of the Goveroment. But, sir. I have 
always looked upon it here as a fundamental prin- 
ciple, in casting our suffrages, to select men for 
office for their merit and qualifications, who were 
capable of performing their duties without employ- 
ing others to directthem. Sir, what would the 
people of Missouri think of me, if I, being a candi- 
date even fora seat on this floor, or any other of- 
fice of still less importance, should keep a commit- 
tee around me to tell me what to answer, or to teli 
me whether to answer or not when called on to give 
my views on the great questions which agitate 
the nation? Why, sir, I should nct expect to geta 
vote—particularly if my committee should refuse 
to let me answer atal. Sir,a man could not be 
elected constable in Missouri who would refuse to 
give his political views when called on. Sir, the 
people understand their rights and the principles 
of this Government too well to vote for a man to 
any office who will not let them know his politics. 

Bat, Mr. Chairman, what excuses do this com- 
mittee give for not letting Gen. Harrison answer 
the queries propounded by the Oswego association, 
for it appears, sir, that those who propounded them 
were his @iends? Why, they say that the Harris. 
burg Convention thought it, at the then crisis, im- 
politic te declare the views of the Opposition, and 
therefore it was wreng for their nominee to do so; 
that is, that they had impliedly ordered Gen. Har- 


. Tison to keep his mouth shut, and for fear he wonld . 


not do it, we are his commitiee, arranged to ree 
that itis done. And they also say, in excuse, that 
if there is any error in this concealment, blame us, 
and not Gen. Harrison. 

Tam informed, Mr. Chairman, that this com- 
miltee is composed of lawyers, at least two of them, 
and Federalists at that; and, as a matter of course, 
they have read Blackstone’s Commentaries, and 
have followed the doctrine laid down there; that is, 
that the King can do no wrong, and if any wrong 
is done on the part of the Government, the Minis- 
try, and not the King, is responsible. This is the 
precise doctrine held out here, sir; the doctrine 
‘of a kingly Government. 

But, sir, in this Republic, who do you hold re- 
sponsible tor the acts of the Executive branch of 
the Vovernment? Is it a committee, appointed by 
the President to stand in the place of the ministry 
of England? No, sir; there never has been one 
yet; all the Presidents heretofore have had sense 
and firmness enough to do the business of the of- 
fice, and take the responsibility, Then, sir, are 


his Secretaries and other officers which he appoints, 
responsible for the acts of the Executive Govern- 
ment? No, sir, we hold the President himself re- 
sponsible for the acis of the entire Executive De- 
partment, and for the best reasons in the world, 
according to our frame of Government. The peo- 
p'e elect the President, arid the President appoints, 
and has the power to remove, all of his Executive 
officers. Then, if any of them ‘ail in their duty, 
he is responsible to us for it, for he, and not us, has 
the power to remove him. But, sir, Gen. Harri- 


| son’s political friends, while he is but a candidate 


„which directed 


for the Presidency, have pat this English doctrine 
in force; and, sir, I venture to predict that they 
have showed their hands so plain as to what they 
would do if he is elected, that the people will never 
permit him to take that ministry or committee 
along with him to the Presidency, for the reason 
that they will not let him go there himself. 
What other excuse do they give? Why, General 
Harrison receives «o many letters, that it is impos- 
sible for him to answer in person. Ab, indeed !— 
“guilt will out.” Where are there so many let- 
ters, and where are there so many answers to them, 
that he could not ans ver three plain questions, that 
need not have takea more than a page of letter pa- 
per? When has he answered a solitary communi- 
cation? Where is the answer? Show one since 
he has been a caadidate. Sir, not one can be 
shown; for, as a matter of course, these numerous 
letters, if he received them, were in relation to his 
principles or politics; and if any of them had been 
answered, that answer would have been publisked. 
` Then, sir, every man must see and know that this 
excuse is fa's2, and, with the others, is rendered to 
keep out of view the true reasons, as I have before 
assigned, in order to practise a fraud on the credu- 
lity of the people. And this committee, (which is 
more palpable than all,) to cover the fraud intended 
to be practised on the community, wound up by 
saying: “We certainly have a high guarantee that, 
should General Harrison be the successful candi- 
date for the Presidency, that office will te hap- 
pily and constitutionally administered, and 
under the guidance of the same principles 
our Washington, Jefferson, 
and Madison.” What guarantee have we? 
None. If he had all at once beceme in love 
with the princip!es of Washington, Jefferson, and 
Madison, why did he not answer the letter writ- 
ten to him, and so state? It was easy done. No, 
sir, that would not do; and the very fact of his 
refusing to answer that he would, if elected, ad- 
minister the Government according to the princi- 
ples of those illustrious men, is conclusive evi- 
dence that he would not, but intended to adminis- 
ter it according to the principles of the Federalists 
and Abolitionists; and that their names were 
used by this committee for the purpose of mis- 
leading, gulling, and practising a fraud on the com- 
munity. Sir, if he had just answered that he 
would have administered the Government as laid 
down by these three sages and patriots, and shown 
himself sound en the subject of Abolition, the peo- 
ple would have been satisfied. Sir, I have done with 
that correspondence for the present. 
Mr. Chairman, I wil! go back again to that 
convention and the subject of Abolition, and 


inquire how the States voted in that convention. : 
And what will we find? Why, sir, we find that | 


every Southern State—I mean the slaveholding 
States that were r-presented there—voted for Clay. 


And why? Was Clay personally more popular in | 


Virginia, North Carolina, Sonth Carolina, ard the 
other Southern States, generally, than Harrison? 
No; probab!y in none of them except Kentucky 
and Missouri. Jn fact, sir, Clay has always been 
very unpopular in Virginia, and the extreme South, 
probably on account of his bank and high tariff no- 
tions main'y. Then upon what ground did they 


sepport him in that convention, for they never | 


did it before? Sir, the answer is easy; they 
looked upon this Abolition question as the para- 
mount question of the land, and they did not be- 
lieve that Harrison was sound upon it; they were 
jealous of bim, and fearful that he was an Aboli- 
tionist. They knew (as I will show presently) that 
he had at one time declared himself in favor of it, 


-and at another time against it; and what shoot he 


——— ee 


į hear it. 


| since, 


would take, if he had to decide a third time, they 
knew was doubtful. That is the whole secret, sir, 
and that is the answer; and now I call upon the 
Southern Whigs to say, as you call this the para- 
mount question, and as you know and admit Van 
Buren is right on it, how it is possible that one of 
you, or one solitary Southern veter, except he be 
an Abolitionist, can support Harrison. You have 
not been informed by him of any thing in relation 
to this subject since that convention; and as you 


; were fearful then that he was an Abolitionist, or 
| would favor their schemes, and would not support 
: him in the convention on that account, how can 
; you be less so now. And, in fact, you have cause 
. to be the more so, for the reason that he has been 


called on, and has peremptorily refused to come 
out, and let his views be known on this subject. 
Sir, I do not believe, under the circumstances 


and facts already mentioned, that General Harri- 
; SON, al auy time since we have had an existence as 


a Government, except the preseat, could have got 
one solitary vote south of Mason’s and Dixon’s 
line, and very few, if any, northof it. Bat it 
seems that the Opposition have become desperate; 
that they are willing to forego any thing; plunge 
the Government into disunion and destruction,"for 
the purpose of getting inio power. ° 

But, sir, let us trace this matter on and see what 
the leading organ of the Abolition party said im- 
mediately after the nomination. Here it is: the 
Clerk will read it: 


“Well, the agony is over, and Henry Clay is—laid upon the 
shelf. And no man of ordinary intéliganes eh doubt GE deny 
that it is the antislavery feeling of the North which has done 
it; in connection with his own ostenta ious and infamous pro» 
slavery demonstrationsin Congress. Praise to God for a great 
anti-slavery victory. A man of high talents, of great distinc- 
tion, of long political services, of boundless personal popularity, 
has been openly rejected for the Presidency of this Republic, 
on accountofhis devotion to slavery. Set up a monument of 
progress there Let the winds tell the tale. 


Let the slavehold- 
ers hear the news. 


Let foreign nations hearit. Let O'Connell 
Let the slaves hearit. A slaveholder is incapacitated 
for the Presidency of the United States The reign of the slaveo- 
cracy ishasteningtoa close. The rejection of Henry Clay by 
the Whig Convetion, taken in connection with all the circum- 
stances, is one of the heaviest blows the monster slavery has re- 


| ceived in this country.” 


Yes, sir; here it is in words, and painted in colors 


; that cannot be misunderstood: ‘The agony is over; 


Henry Clay laid on the shelf; anti-slavery feeling 
of the North that did t; praise to God fcr a great 
anti-slavery victory.” What is their victory? Why, 
Harrison—our man, the friend of anti-slavery, the 
friend of the Abolitionisis—is nominated over Clay. 
“Set up a monument of progress there—let the 
winds tell the tale—let the slave holders hear the 
news—-let foreign nations hear it—-let O'Connell 
hear it—let the slaves hear it, that a slave holder 
is incapacitated for the Presidency of the United 
States.” Yes, and that Harrison, the Abolition 
candidate, is nominated. Sir, can the most credu- 
lous dvubt, after looking at this, that my first pro- 
position is true, that is, that Harrison is either an 
Abolitionist, or, if elected, will favor their schemes, 


or that he is aiming to get their votes, and will 


then deceive them, But the Whigs say that the 
editors of this paper have retracted a little 
and don’t come out quite so rank 
siace this first piece. Sir, don’t every. body 
understand that. D:d you not see how uneasy the 
Whigs were here when that paper eame ovt? Sir, 
they saw theircause was gone, unless something 
was done; they saw that the Abolitionisis, in their 


; over heat of joy, had “let the cat ontof the wallen” 


that Flarrisoa was the Abolition candidate. This 
would not do; he would lose the Whigs of the 
South; and, sir, can any one doubt but that they 
were ordered, or persuaded, by the party, on that 


; account, to retract a iittle from their rank hold? 


For, sir, has any thing come from Harrison since 
to weaken the confidence of ihe Abvli:tionists in 
him? Nota thing, for he has utterly refused to 
say a word on the subject since that time. But 
what has General Harrison said heretofere on this 
subjeci? Here is his own letter, signed by himself, 
puclished in the Philanthropist, on the 14th of 


' February last, an Abolition paper, and friendly to 


the election of Harrison. I will read it: 
“TO THE PUBLIC. 
“ FaLLow-crrzens: Being suddenly called home to attend to 
my sick family, | have buta moment to answer a few of the 
calumnies which are in circulation concerning me. 


“I am accused of being friendly to slavery. From my earlion; 


' 
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h to the present moment, Thave been the ardent friend of 
Cema liberty. At the age of eightean J decame a member of 
an Adudition society, established at Richmond, the object of 


their freatom db 
Juge Gaich, of Clermont county, was also a member of this 
society, and hag lately given me a certificate thal 1 was one. 
The obligations l then came under T have taithful’y per- 
formed. WAM. H. HARRISON.” 
Here, then, Mr. Chairman, is his own letter, 
wader his sign manual, published in Cincinnati, 
right onder his nose, published in an Abotition paper, 
friendly to his election, and no doabt under his 
direetion, or at least by his assent, to satisfy th: 
Abolitionis's that he was their friend, so that they 
might concentrate their forces on him. Sir, this is 
as strong a declaration in favcr of Abolition as the 
Abolinonis's desire. He says: “he has been ac- 
cased of being friendly to slavery; he denes it, 
and says that “he had been a member of an Aho 
lition Society at Richmond.” So anxious was he 
to satisfy the Abolitionists that he was one himself, 
he informs them that he hat la‘ely received a esr- 
tificate from his venerable friend Judge Gatch, 
certifying that he had been a member of that Ato- 
lition society; and then he says, that the obligi- 
tions he then had come ander, he had faithfully 
performed; that is, that he had been, and then was, 
a good Abolitionist. It is true, he says, “that the 
object of this Abolition society” that he h:d been 
a member of, was ‘to ameliorate the conditien of 
slavery, and procure their freedem by every legal 
means.” Bat, sir, thatis what every Abolition 30- 
ciety and Abolitionist says: that their object is to 
abelish slavery by “legal means.” But who does 
not know better? Who is it that does not believe, 
from their course, that this ts a mere pretext to de- 
ceive and aid them in power; and that if they get 


` the ascendercy, and the power in their hands, they 


will net prostrate the Constitution, law, and every 
thing else, to effect their object? Buthis Whig friends 
on this floor say that he declared against Abolition 
in a speech detivered by him at Vincennes; agreed 
that he did, and the gentlemen may have the 
fall benefit of it; and what does it prove? 
It proves that he has positively declared in 


egainst it; and it shows the greater reason 
why he should come out now, and give us the best 
two in three declarations one way or the other— 
that we may know what he is now on this subj ct. 
For now isthe time we want to know from his 
own mouth, or pen, that we may be able to put 
our fingers upon him and find him there. 
Yes, sir, now is the time we want to know, 
that there may te a stop put to this double game. 
For while the Abolition papers are publishing th's 
letter to convince their brethren that Harrison is 
an Abolitionist, and that they should support him, 


| 


whieh was to ameliorate th Concition of slavery, and procure `! 
every tegal means. My venerab'o friend, |: 


‘one instance in favor of Abolition, and in another 


passed here,) he came outstrorg against ihe 
Abolitionis's; but when he was in a country where 
he was surrounded with Abolitionists, and was 
charged with being a friend to slavery, he denies 
the charge, calls it a calumny, and comes out strong 
in favor of Abolition. He is called upon, as he 
has Geclared both ways, to let us know now what 


he is, and refuses to anwer them. Sir, 
what is the irresistible conclusion that the 
American people must come to. It is, sir, 


that my first proposition is true; for, sir, al- 
though owing to the lenity of the criminal law for 
a century anda half back, a man standing mute 
does not convict him of the crime he is charged 
with, yet, in all other proceedings, and in all our 
relations in life, if a man ischarged with any thing 
that he knows is unpopular,and stands mute, re- 
tusing to answer when called on, it is taken for 
granted that he is guilty of the charge—law, rea- 
son, and common sense has established it as a 
principle. 

Sir, I have said that Van Buren was sound on 
this subject, and what do the Abol:tionists say? 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Oct] has 
repeated the statement on this foor that we have 
seen so often pu! ferth in the Abolition papers; 
that is, that Mr. Van Buren was a Northern man 
with Southern principles—with this addition by 


that foul-mouthed gent'eman, that he was a traitor | 


to the North; and in what particular? let me ask this 
Abolitionist and bis Aboiition editors. Sir, they 
have only given us on reason for this declara- 
ticn—they can give no other; and that is that Mr. 
Van Buren has publicly declared that Congress 
had no power under the Constitution to inter- 
fere with slavery in the States, and that, if they 
passed an act interfer.ng with slavery in the Dis- 
triet of Columhia, it wou'd be against good faith; 
and he should ferl himself bound to veto it. Yes, 
sir, this is the whole amount of the charge against 
him. Brcause he has shown himself tu be the Pre- 
sident of the entire nation, and net the President 
alone of these fanatic Abolitionists; and because 
he has determined to do every thing which in his 
power lies, according to the solemn oath which he 


_ has taken, to preserve the Constitution, the union of 


the Whig an!i-Abolitionists of the South are pub- | 


lishing his Vincennes sprech to prove thathe is 
not an Abolitionist. And, sir, let him no longer 


skuik behind a committee, and raise the frandu- | 


lent plea that he hzs not time toanswer this question. 
For if he be so weak and feeble that he cannot 


| tariff. 


answer a letter, which he could do in a dezen or , 
twenty lines, how ean he, if elected, perform the 


dates of the Presidency, for itis known by all 


to be the most laborious office in the nation? And | 


yet Mr. Van Boren can attend to the duties of that 
office, and answer every letter that is addressed to 
him on this or any other subject. Sir, he does not 
refuse to answer and give his views on all the 
po questions that now agitate the nation; if 

e did, the Democracy would soon drop him. He 
answers full and broad against Abolition. Ab! but 
Gen. Harrison is so crowded with commounicaticns 
that he has not time to answer whether he is an 
Abolitionist or will favor their schemes or not; or, 
in other words, he receives so many letters that ke 
‘has not time to answér any—althongh, no doubt, 
they are all on the same sabject, and an answer to 
one would be answér to the whole. Well, I pre- 
sume that Mr Van Boren receives as many letters 
as Gen. Harrison. Now, Mr. Chairman, how 


- stands Gen. Harrison on this subject—he has de- 


clared both ways. While at Vincennes, where he 
knew there were no Abolitionists, (for Indiana has 
always been sound on this subject: her Legis'ature 
has, by a vote of ninety-nine to one, passed stronger 


-+ pesolutions against Abolition than have ever been 


these States, and to prevent civil war and blood- 
shed, he is denounced by these Abolitionists as a 
traitor—a Northern man with Southern principl’s. 
Let the South look at this; it needs no further 
comment. 

l will, Mr. Chairman, pass to the second propo- 
sition, and show that Gen. Harrison is is favor of 
a high protective tariff, or rather show that he has 
teen heretofore, as far as be has acted and spoken, 


` and we are bannd to presume still is, as he also at 


present keeps silent on that subject. But to the 
proof. As late as 1831,in an address cetivered 
befure the Agricultural Society of Hamiltoa coun- 
ty, he said: “It may be asked whether, under any 
circumstances, I would be willing to abandon the 
I answer without hesitation in the affirma- 
tive. Whenever the streets of Norfolk and Charles- 
ton shall be covered with grass, and our Southern 
friends find no market for their produce; and this 


stock, and all the products of the West. And how 
isn? Why, sir, the people of the West sell their 
beef, pork, horses, mules, and their surplus pro- 
ducts, to the South. They buy from the East, and 
sell to the South. Then, sir, just in proportion as 
the Southern people get a high price for their main 
staple, which 1s cotten, (and in fact it may be said 
to be the staple of the nation,) just in the same 
proportion the Western farmers get a high price for 
their beef, pork, stock, and surplus products; and 
vice versa—fur one follows the other. Then Ge- 
neral Harrison’s opinions on this question are di- 
rectly against the interests of the West, as well as 
the South. 

I need not take up the time of the committee in 
producing evidence to show that General Harrison 
is in favor of the United States Bank. The his- 
tory of the country proves him to have been uni- 
formly its advocate; and he declared himself to be 
in favor of it when a candidate for the Presidency, 
in 1836. 

And now, Mr. Chairman, I will appeal to Vir- 
ginia, and Yo the South generally, and ask them 
whether they are prepared to support a man who, 
they are bound to believe, from the evidence, is an 
Abolitionist, or at least is favoring their schemes— 
in favor of a high protective tariff—of the United 
States Bank—and who is now in the keeping of a 
Federal committee. An, sir, I will appeal to the 
North, and ask them, too, if they are prepared to 
support him, with all these facts staring them in the 
face; for I believe they, or at least a large majority 
of them, are sound upon all of these questions. 
But, if this is not sufficient, I will preseatly show 
that he was identified with the Federalists in 1798 
and 1800, and that we have no evidence of any 
change in his principles since. 

As to the genera sh p o! General Harrison, Mr. 
Chairman, I have but litt'e to say; for I know, sir, 
if, by any deeds in arms, he has acquired for him- 
self the fame of a brave man and a General, that 
any thing | might say here would not detract from 


. that fame. The people, in forming their opinions 


in relation to it, will be governed by the history 
and records of the country, made atthe time, and 
shortly after he was in the field, commanding an 
army Of his country, and the opinions of living 
Witnesses, who served with him and under him, 
for, sir, you can scarcely go to a neighborhood 1m 
the West, but what you will find some person who 
served under General Harrison in the late war; and 
those who have grown up since, or who were ho- 
w th him in the late war, had rather, and very pro- 
perly, too, taken their opinions as to his general- 
ship and bravery, than ours, proclaimed from this 
hall; and, on. the other hapd, I will inform the 
Whig gentlemen on this flvor that if the history, re- 
cords of the country, and the living witnesses, do 
not prove him to be a general, all their talents, in- 
genuity, and long speeches here, cannot manufec- 
ture him into one. If he was not a general in the 
field, sirs, you cannot make him one on this floor. 
But, Mr. Chairman, the remarks of the gentleman 


- from Illinois, [Mr. Sruart,] will cause me to make 


' state of things can be directly traced to the tariff, I |, 
would then instantly give my voice for its modi- |: 7 
© astonished to hear a member on this floor, direcily 


fication, or entire repeal.” How kind; yes, sir; 


how kind the General would be to you Southern | 
After your land presents one wreck of © 


people. 


ruin, your country depopulated, your cities de- |: 


cayed and grown up in grass; in a word, after 


` you are entirely ruined, when it is too late to do 


yon any gocd, this great statesman, as well as ge- 
neral, will then stop and put his mind upon the in- 


` quiry, and if he finds out that the tariff is the caue | 


cfit, he wiil go for its ‘modification, or entire ,re- 


peal;” he would do it, too, “‘instan'ly, and without | 


hesitation.” These are his tar ff notions; and, sir, 
the West, as well as the South, is deeply interested 
in this question. Sir, a great many of the leading 
politicians of the West have deceived themselves, 
as well as the people there, on this subject. 


same in relation to this question.. As a high tariff 
affec's one directly, so it affects the other indirectly; 
as in the first place it oppresses and strikes down 
the price of the staples in the South, 80 in the se- 
cond it oppresses and strikes down the price of the 


| 


a few passing remarks under this head. He said 
that General Harrison had fought more battles 
than any general during the Jate war. Sir, I was 


against the facts, as known by living witnestes, and 
recorded in the history of the country, make sucha 
statement. What battles did he fight during 
the Jate war? Not one. He had a fight or 
a skirmish with a small band of Indians at 
Tippecanoe, previous to the late war, at which 
time the enemy selec'ed his camping ground 
fcr him, as proved by his own report; sarprised him 
before day, killed a great many of his gallant offi- 
cersand men, feught him until day, and. retired. 
That, sir, is the only battle he was ever in; and I 
cannot see that there was much generalship or he- 


: roism displayed by him there—nothing, sir, that 
., would entitle him to the appellation of the hero of 


The | 
interest of the South and West is one and the | 


the batile. Tf the gentleman had cast his. mind 
upon a Jackson, a Brown, a Scott, a Gaines, a 
Miller, a Johnson, and a Croghan, he would have 
found men who fought battles during the late war, 
in a manner, and with an effect, too, thatjustly en- 
tiles them to the appellation of “hero.” But, sir, 
it is a slander, a reflection upon the character of 
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the Western people, to say that General Harrison 
is a great General, or that he has achieved many 
victories, or rendered important military services 
for his country. For there is no people so grateful, 
and delight so much to honor men who. have led 
them to victory and to glory,as the Western people. 
Why then, sir, have they not, long since, shown 
their gratitude, and rendered honor to this man, if 
he is so great a General, fought so many battles, 
gained so many victories, anıl covered himself and 
his country with so much glory, as is attempted to 
be manufactured on this floor? I call upon 
you, Representatives from Ohio and Kentucky, 
whose sons constituted the greater part of his army, 
why itis that you have been so ungrateful and 
forgetful of this man’s great military services, as to 
let him lie dormant for twenty-six years after these 
services have been performed; confer no nonors 
upon him all this time; and now, when he is seven- 
ty years of age, with one foot in the grave, and the 
other not far off, you call up these past, these no- 
ble, and great military services rendered, and say 
for that he ought to be made President of the United 
States. Why, gentlemen, you are too late in 
showing your gratitude and conferring your honors. 
Mr. Chairman, it is perfect humbogery—a perfect 
farce attempted to be played off on the American 
people. 

Mr. Chairman, the Western people are not un- 
. grateful; they would have long since conferred the 
highest honors on General Harrison within their 
gift, if he had deserved them. Sir, they are an in- 
dulgent, forbearing, and charitable people. Sir, 
they are a generous, brave, and noble, and warm 


. hearted people. If they cau say nothing in favor ofa | 


military coramander, they will say nothing at all. 


Where they have no confidence in him, they will ; 


not scrutinize his conduct, but will throw the 
mantle of charity around him, and permit him 
to retire unmo'ested and untroubled from the buns- 
. tles of public life. And this is the counse, sir, they 
have pursued towards Gen. Harrison, for I need 


. not state that there never was a General who com- | 


manded braver officers and men, and had a better 


opportunity of distinguishing himself, than General |) 


Harrison, But he failed in doing it. It was his 


. own fault, and it is too late to make him a general | 


now—the time has passed—he should have shown 


himself a general in the late war, when he was at | 


the head of his brave and gallant army, and, hav- 
ing failed, he should not undertake to make him- 
self a general now by certificates, and the long 
speeches of histalented friends on this flocr. Sir, 
-he is the only man who commanded in the late 
war, and the first I ever heard of who undertook 
to prove himself a general by certificates and 
speeches. They know that it is their acts in the 
field upen which an intelligent people will deter- 
mine the fact. They would consider such an at- 
tempt the highest possible insult that could be of- 
. fered them. But, sir, what did Gen. Harrison's 
cotemperaries say about him—the Senate of the 
United States, in 1816—immedately after the close 
. ofthe war? That Senate, composed almost en- 
. tirely of the same men who had acted in that 
. body during the war—who were patriots, who 
were in favor of the war, who gave the illustrious 
Madison all the aid in their power to prosecute the 
war with effeet, and to the success and glory of 
the American arms—who with deep interest wateh- 
ed close the: course and conduct of each American 
- commander, and who were ready, anxious to 
confer honor upon the officers, where honor was 
. dve—refused to authorize a medal to be struck for 
General Harrison, and to tender him their thanks 
in honor of his military services. His name ina 
resolution to that effect, was introduced by the 
side of Governor Shelby, was stricken from it, 
- and Governor Shelby’s retained. This needs no 
eomments, it speaks volumes. 


And, sir, to show that the people of the West 
are net-in fault in this matier, it is only necessary 
to look at their course towards others who served 
and proved faithful in that war. Where is the 

“man who distingnished himself in that war in the 
' West, or who showed himself ready and willirg to 
» act, if a chance had been given him, who has aot 
: been rewarded by that people. Sir, you can 

scarcely find any man, from lieutenant up, who 


Se peel’ 


served with General Harrison, that has not been 
honored with any office that he asked for. Many 
who served with him are now upon this floor; and 
it is strange that they have neglected General Har- 
rison alone, if he deserved their confidence and 
their gratitude. Sir, they have not done it. They 
have done ample justice by him, by throwing the 
mantle of charity over him, and permitiog him to 
retire, without scrutinizing too closely his military 
conduct. 


Mr. Chairman, it has been stated by the gentle- . 


man from Massachusetts (Mr. SALTONSTALL] and 
the genilenan from Ilinois [Mr. 
that the old Federal party has been long since dis- 
banded, and that some of the old Federalists now 


belong to the Democratic party, and some of the i 


old Republicans to the present Whig party; and 
that they, the present Whigs, are not identified 
with the old Federalists. Now, sir, it may be true, 
and I have no doubt but that it is true, that men 
have changed their principles, that some of the old 
Federalisists have jomed the Demccratic party, 
and that some of the Republicans have joined 
the Whig par-y; and what docs this prove? Why, 
it only proves what every man knows: that man is 
fallible, liable to change his opinions from the va- 
rious causes that operate upon the human mind. 
Bui does all this prove that the principles of the 
two parties havechanged? Sir, principles once esta- 
blished are fixed and eterna!; men may change, but 
they cannot. Dves not the Democrate party how 


| pursue and maintain the same principles that were 


pursued and maintained by Jefferson and the Re- 
publicans of °98 and 18)0? and are not the princi 
ples of the Whigs now the same as thse of the 
Federalists then. Sir, we profess to be the follow- 
ers of Jefferson: he is our captain and our head; 


! he was opposed to the United States Bank, to mo- 
| nopolies, and in favor of a strict construction of the 


Constitution, and so are we. Hamilton was the 
leader of the Federalists in that day, and prcposed, 
and was in favor of, the United States Bank, of 
monepolies, and of a latitudinarian construction of 
the Constitution, and so are the Whigs. I will 


tell you, Mr. Chairman, what that party has done : 
|| since the days of Jefferson: they have, in order to 


gain favor with the people, disbanded their names 


! at least a half a dozen times; but their principles 
; remain the same. 


Sir, in my State, the Whigs do 
not attempt tu identity the Democratic party with 


Federalism; but their whole effort on this subject = 


is to defend themselves against it. But, Mr Chair- 
man, I will show that the Whig party is now run- 
ning a man for the Presidency who was identified 
with and sustained the Federal party in °93 and 
1800. Here is the proof: the reference to records 
and the facts thereio is correct, and its comments 
on the records and facts I endorse as my own. The 
Clerk will read it. 
From the Nashville Union. 
HARRISON’S FEDERALISM. 
Tue Proors—TreE Proors. 
That Wm. Henry Harrison was a Fed: ralist, and supported 
the administration of Juhn Adams during the reign of terror in 
1798, °99, 1800, is affirmed without the fear of suecessful contra- 


diction. , 
The incontestabl: proofs which we adduce are the Journals of 


| Congress aud his own admission of the fact. 
The first office of any importance which he ever he'd wasf 


that of “Secretary of the Territory Northwest of the river Ohio,” 
conferred upon him by John Adams, then President of the Uni- 
ted States, on the 20th June, 1798—{Sce Executive Journal, vol. 
I. p. 282.] 


It was at the session of Congress in 1798, it will be remember- : 
ed, that the alien and sedition laws were passed by the Federal | 
majority who supported Mr. Adams’s administration; and it is i 
well known that none but those agreeing in political sentiment | 
with President Adams and his Federal majority in Congress | 


were appointed to high public stations. 
General Harrison was afterwards returned asa delegate to 


the House of Representatives in Congress from the Northwest- | 


ern Territory, and served as a delegate during the session of 


1790-1800, up to the 12th of May, 1800, on which day he was ;; 


nominated to the Senate by John Adams, then President of the 
United States to be Governor of the Indiana Territory— {See 
Executive Journal, vol. I. p. 353.] 


It will be remembered that it was during that year (1800) l 
that the contest between the Federal and Republican parties, ;! 


in the then pending Presidential election between John Adams 


and Thomas Jefferson, and which terminated intheelection of | 
the-latter in the fali of that year, had reached its highest point | | 


of excitement, and raged with its greatest fury and violence. 
The black cockade was the insignia of distinction worn by the 
Federalists, and universal proscription from office of all who 
differed with them in political sentiment was the order of the 
day. Jtwasat that time that General Harrison was a favo- 
rite which John:Adame, and was appointed by him and a Fede- 
ral Senate to he “Governor of the Indiana Territory.” 
Further: Ifthe fact thatin these high paniy times General 
Harrison was in favor with President John Adams, and-was re- 
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warded by him, first by the appointment of Secretary, and then 
of Governor of a Territory, were not of itself conclusive proof 
that General Harrison wasa friend end supporter of his ad: 
ministration, his own admission, which we proceed to adduce, 
would remove all cavil or doubt in the minds of the most skep- 
tical that he waa so. 

_The charge. ïn the year 1826, Mr. John Randolph of Vir- 
ginia and General Harrison, met inthe Senate of the United 
States, and in a debate in that body on the 20th March, of that 
year (1826) Mr. Randolph charged the fact to be so, inthe 
following plain language, reported in the National Intelligencer 
at the time, and preserved in Gales and Seaton’s “Congressional 
Debates, vol. I, part 1, page 259, to wit: Mr, Randolph 
said: 

“ Now, sir,the only difference between the gentleman from 
Ohio [General Harrison] and myself is this- and it is vital— 
that gentlemen and myself differ fundamentalty and totally, and 
did differ when we first took our seats in Congress—he as a de- 
legate from the Territory Northwest of the river Ohio, I asa 
member of the other House from the State of Virginia; he was 
an open, zealous, frank supporter of the sedition law and black 
cockade Administration; and I was as zealous, frank, and open 
an opponent of the black cockade and sedition law Administra. 
tion, We differ fundamentally and totally—we never can agree 
about measures or men—I do not mean to dictate to the gentle- 
man—let us agree to differ as gentlemen ought to do, especially 
natives of the same State, whoare antipodes to each other in 
politics. He, T acknowledge, just now, the ZENITH and I the 
NADIR, but unless there is somethtng false in the philosophy of 
ihe school, inthe course of time even these will change their 
places. 

Mark! “ Who are antipodes to each otherin politics.” 
Thos much for the charge. j ponhes 

Now for the admission. On the same day General Harrison 
replied to the charge of Mr. Randolph, and ADMITTED ITS 
TRUTH in the following language, reported in the National 
Intelligencet at the time, and preserved in Gales and Seaton’s 
“Congressional Debates,” vol. II, partl, p. 364, 365—to wit: 

“Tn the course of this debate, Mr. Harrison said that he could 
not refrain ‘rom making his acknowledgments to the gentleman 
from Virginia for the notice he had been pleased to take of him. 
He has been pleased to say, that in the administration of Mr. 
Adams, I was a Federalist, and he comes to that conclusion 
from the course pursued by me in 1799-1800. At that #ession, 
the gentleman and myself met for the first time; hein the sta- 
tion of Representative from Virginia, and I in the more humble 
one of Delegate from the Northwestern Territory. Having no 
vote, ¥ did not think proper to take part in the discussion of 
any of the great political questions which divided the two par- 
ties. My business was to procure the passage of the bills 
which I had introduced for the benefit of the people I repre- 
sented. The gentleman had no means of knowing my political 
principles, unless he obtained them from private conversation. 
As 1 was upon terms of intimacy with the gentleman, it is very 
probable that he might have heard me express sentiments favo- 
rable to the then Administration. I certainly felt them—so far, 
at least, as to the course pursued by it in relation to the Govern- 
ment of France. Nor, said Mr. H. was I unsupported in that 
opinion by those who had a right to control my actions, if not 
my opinions In no part of the country were those measures 
more decided y approbated than by my immediate constituents 
—the Legislature of the Northwestern Territory—as the address 
of that body to the President, during that cession, will show. 
For Mr. Adams, said Mr. HI 1 entertained at that time, and have 
ever since entertained, the greatest respect. J believe him to 
be an honest man anda pure patriot, and his conduct during 
that session proved him to be such. Thisopinion I know, said 
Mr. H. was entertained by those two able and upright states. 
men, John Marshall and James A. Bayard. To the question 
asked by Mr. Randolph, whether Mr. H. recollected a conver- 
sation between Mr. Nicholas and himself, in relation to the ne- 
groes and politics of Virginia, Mr. H. answered: I recollect it 
perfectly well, but can this be adduced as an evidence of my 
favoring the Sedition Law?’’] 

Mr. Randotph’s charge was—and he spoke from his own per- 
sonal knowledge of the fact—that “he (Harrison) was an open, 
zealous, frank supporter of the Sedition Law and Black 
Cockade Administration,” “and I(Randelph) was as zealous, 
frank and open an opponent of the Black Cockade and Sedition 
Law Administration.” 

Does Gen. Harrison, in his reply, admit or deny the truth of 
Mr. Randotph’s charge? 

He admits its truth plainly and unequivocally. Te sayr: 

“As I wason terms of intimacy with the gentleman, (in 1799 
1800) itis very probable that he might have heard me ex- 
press sentimen:s favorable to the then Administration—I CER- 
‘TAINLY FELT THEM.” 

And he further says: ; 

“For Mr. Adams I entertained, at that time, and have ever 
since entertained, the greatest respect. I believe him to be an 
honest man and pure patriot, and his conduct during that ses- 
sion proved him to be such!”’ : 

What stronger apmission of the charge that he (Harrison) 
was a Federalist, and a supporter of Adame’s-administration, 
can the English language convey? 

General Harrison, however, in 1826, when he was compelled 
to make this admission, because tt was true, and the living 
witnesses were present to prove it, if denied, seems to have 
been sensible that President Adams and his administration had 
become unpopular, and attempted to bolster and eustain, If not 
excused himself for the epinions he entertained of him, by refer- 
ting to the opinions of other distinguished Federaliats. And to 
whom did he refer? “This opinion (of John Adams) I know 
(said Mr. H.) was entertained by those two able and upright 
statesmen, John Marshall and James A. Bayard!’ The refe- 
rence is a most Important one; and, if possible, still more closely 
and indiesolubly identifies General Harrison with the Federal 
men and party. h 

And who were Judge Marshall and James A. Bayard, but t e 
distinguished leaders of the old Federal party? It 16 hey sc 2 
notorious history, never dented, aad undeniable, that they were 
the two great champions of Federaliem. 

Judge Marshall was appointed by John, Adams to be Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the Unite l tan n fhia death 
January. 1801, an office which he held The. sforense, and in all 
In 1826, when General Harrison made Ihe reren regarded as the 
subsequent time of his life, Judge Marsha’ 


inthe United States. i 
head ede re PANY ber of the House of Representatives 


-in Congress from the State of Delaware in 1798, AND VOTED 


SEDITION LAW, (See journal of the House of 
Representatives reprint vel. 3, p. 3791.) Mr. Bayard wes 4 
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member of the House from Delaware, and voted for Aaron 
Bwr againsi Thomas Jefferson to be President of the Uniied 
stes! 

So much for tho able and upright statesmen with whom 
Genera! Harrieot: acted dwing the Reign of Terror. 

Between the close of the administration of Jobn Adams on 
the Riot March, 1-01, and the commencement of the adminis | 
tration of Jahn Quincy Adams on the 4th of March, 1825, Gen. ` 
Harrison was not so actively engaged in political life as to 
make it necessary for him to make any public avowals of his 
political principles. That they remained unchanged, how- 
ever, thera cannol be a devdt. 

At the commencement of the administration of John Quincy 
Adams we find Hamieon in the Senate of the United States, 
“an open, tealous, and frank supporter” of Ais adminisiration, 
ashe had beenin 1799-ldu0 of “the Sedition Law and Black 
Cockade administration of his fther. 

We will not willingly do General Harrison injustice. We 
bares an that he is a Federalist, and we have adduced the proof 
o act. 


Bankrupt Law—Mr Wall. 


my duty to explain the features and principles ot 
it. In doing so, I shall endeavor to avo: every 
thing extraneous, or which can draw off the atten- 


` tion of the Senate from what properly belongs to 


I will now, Mr. Chairman, tarn my attention ` 


awhile to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Oer.) He has wantonly, and without cause, 
assailed the person and characer of one of the 


Senators from Missouri [Mr. Bunton] in the mest - 
abusive manner that a b ackguard could devise. |, 


Thad heard gentemen before on this floor make 
use of abusive epithets towa ds officers of the Go- 
vernment and leadirg polticians outside of this 
House; bat, sir, I have heard nothing to come rear 
up to those used by this gentieman. He has shown 
himself to be degraded benzath that cf any other 
man who has any pretensions to reputation and 
honor. Sir, if he had spoken of Col. Benton’s 
principles or inconsistency, ifhe could hive shown 


any, I would have had nothing to say; but | 


that woald not do him; he mast strike at his per- 
sop. He stated, sir, in refercoce to the East recom 
Jetter as he caled it, (which I know nothing about, 
and it would be cegrading to this House to under- | 


i currency, or the disastrous resu'ts of rashness, im- |: 


take to make an inquiry into i!) that Col. Benton 
had in that letter “‘state.| a wilful and base fa'sehood, | 
and that the villain thould not escape his denun- 
ciaticn.”. These are the epihets used towards 
that Senator—a man who had the confidence of 
the people of Tennessee, and by them was put in 
the councils of their Sate before he removed to 
Missouri, and who, ever since he has been there, 
has stood high in the confidence of the people of 
that State. They have by large majorities sent him 
to the Senate of the United States for twenty succes- 
sive years, and still they keep him there. They 
are as virtuous and as intelligent a people as live 
npon the globe, and have endorsed his charac- 


derse it. A direct thrust therefore at his character 
and person, is an indirect thrust at the character of 
the people of Missouri, who, teo, I have the honor 


in part to represent. Sir, Cal. Ben‘on’s public life | 


needs no eu ogy from me; if I were to attempt it, 
I should fali short of doing him justice. He has 
been in the service of his country, either in the 
field or in the cabinet, all his life, and his acts are 
interwoven into, and form a bright page in, the 
history of the country; and, suffice it to say, that 
his untiring and anceasing efforts, and bis masterly 
talents, have all been used in tehalf of liberty—of 
Democracy—of the people—of the working peo- 
ple of this nation. Sir, this is the man towards ` 
whom this litle fellow, who never was heard of 
outside of his district until he came here, has used 
these epithets—epithets, sir, that no man wouid 
make ose of towards a member of the other House, 
who bad that sense of honor and propriety calcu- 
lated to distingui-h him from the blackguard of a 
brothel, or the buliy of a muster field. It was a 
mean and coward!y act. 


[Here the Chairman called Mr. Jameson to i 


order.] Z 
Mr. Jameson said he was done. t 


iy 


i form law upon the subject of bankruptcy.” 
|" petitioner has asked for a partial, speci+l, or par- 
ter fur that length of time, and stilb continue to en- | 


SPEECH OF MR. WALẸ, 
OF NEW JERSEY, 

In Senate, May 12, 1840—On the bill t es 
an uniform system of bankruptcy. | Thé ques- 
tion being on the adoption of the substi 
mitted by Mr. Watt, from the min 
com mittee— 

Mr. WALL adiresced the Senate as follows: 

Mr. Paxsipenr: In submitting the substitute 
whieh I prepuss tor the bill to establish an uniform 
system of bankruptcy, &c. reported by the majo- 

Tity of the Commitice on the Judiciary, it becomes 


: ject for the consideration of this body. 


the subject. 
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I am not accustomed to deal in professions, or to | 
make myself prominent in any way; but as my | 
course in relation to this matter has been comment- . 


ed on, inthe public p+pers, with harshness min- 
gled with misre presentation, it is proper to remove 
unfounded accusations, by defining my position. I 
am in favor of passing a consti'utional law upon 
the subject of bankruptey, of such a character as is 
demanded by the stave of the country—one that will 
relieve the unfortunate debtor who is borne down 
by the depressing load of the perpetual bondage 
of debt, and restore to h'm the invigorating stimu- 
lus of hope, and the natural impulses, without 
which, energy, active en'erprise, and useful indus- 
try, languish or perish; and, at the same time, do 
justice to the claims of the creditor. 

In my jucgment, the time has arrived when the 
state of the couniry imperiously demands that Con- 
gress should exercise their constitutional power of 
passing an uniform law cn the subject of bank: op'- 
cy. It isdemanded as well for the relief of the 
debtor as the interest of the creditcr—for the inte- 
rest of the public, as of individuals. The interest of 


the public requires that the productive erergies of 


the many ardent, enterprising, and meritorious, but 
unfortunate men, whi-h have been paralyz-d by 
the viciss.tudes of trade, the flu.tuations of the 


prudence, or inexperience, should be resuscitated, 
and restored to the community. 


We cannot shut our eyes to the melancholy fact, | 


that the whole country is suffering fiom one of 
those revulsions, which, of late, have pericdically 
cast their wrecks upon the shores of trade and bus - 
ness. This isnot the proper occasion to inquire 
into the causes of this revulsicn, or to measure cut 
censure or coudemnation upon any. The country 
demands that relief of Congress which they suppose 
they can constitutional y apply. 
numerous petitions, clearly and explicitly made 


known the remedy which they suppose can and | 


ought to be granted. It is the pas:ageof “an uni 
No 


ticular law upon that subject, which restricts and 
confines the remedy to the voluntary and exclusive 


` act of the debtor; leaving the creditor remediless, 


and debarred of its benefits, save what may be in- 
cidentally gleaned from the voluntary proceedings 
instituted by the debtor. Ths idea of a bankrupt 
law, designed and framed for the exclusive benefit 
of the bankrupt, so far as I know, originated in 
the chamber of the Judiciary Commitiee, and is 
ushered into the world under their auspices alone. 
No precedent of such a bill is to be found, either 
in the legislation of Congress, the Parliament of 
Eagland, or of any othercountry. Itis a new and 
untried experiment. 

The first movement on the subject of a bankrupt 
law, made during the present ression, prozeedrd 
from my honorable friend from Michigan, [Mr. 
NorveEtt] who, on the 14th January last, submit- 
ted a resolution, instructing the Judiciary Commit- 
tee “to inqnire into the expediency of passing a 
general bankrupt law.” He is entitled to the me- 
rit, whatever it may be, of first presenting the sub- 
It seems 
to have awakened the attention of the whole coun- 
try, from one extremity to the other. There were 
soon on the files of the Judiciary Committee, fifty 
one petilions, praying for the passage of an uni- 
form law on the subject of bankruptcy, twenty- 
nine of which are from New York, five from 
Michigan, five from New Jersey, two from Indiana, 
two from Massachusetts, three from Ohio, and one 
from each of the States of Tennessee and Missis- 
sippi. There are thirty-five other petitions, pray- 
ing for the passage of a general bankrupt law, or 
using some equivalent expression to uneform or ge- 
neral; fifteen of which are from New York, eight 
from Pennsylyania, four from Illinois, one from 
each of the States of Ohio, Maine, end New 
Hampshire, three from Mississippi, and two from 
Alabama, Resolutions, also, have been passed by 


They have, in | 


j 
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the Legislatures of Maine and Michigan, in tavor 
of thesame measure. These latter petitions are 
not uniform in their language or object—some of 
them ask that banks and corporations should be 
included in the operations of any law passed on the 
subject. l 

Such, then, is the want of the public; such the 
prayer of the people which has reached the com- 
mittee. No one has been found expressly to ask 
fora bankrupt law restricting its operations ex- 
clusively to the voluntary act of the debtor. How- 
ever they may differ as to the persons upon which 
it shall act, all desire that the law should be 
uniform in its action upon debtor and creditor, and 
unitorm in the manner of its action, by affording 
its remedies and its benefits alike to the debtor and 
creditor, as far as consists with the general principles 
and policy inherent in, and peculiar to, such a sys- 
tem. What then is the constitational power of 
Congress over the subject of bankruptcy? It is a 
delegated power, and we must look to the terms of 
the Constitution for it, or it does not exist, There 
the power is expressly to be found. It is “to pass 
uniform laws upon the subject of bankruptcy.” 

The power is not to pass a law of bankruptey, or 
relating to bankrupicies, but “laws upon the surject of 
bankruptcy;” thus giving a latiludioous power as 
broad ənd comprehensive as the whole subject of 
bankruptcy; limited and res'rained only by the quali- 
fication that, in its aetion upon the distinct classes 
of bankrupts, and on the several cases, which are 
subjects of bankruptcy, it should be uniform. 

I shall ¢ssume it as an undeniable position, esta- 
blished by the decisions of our Supreme Court, 
and the opinions of all jurists, who have treated 
upon the subject, that we are to look to the le- 
gislation and the decisions of England, to ascertain 
the true meaning cf the clause of the Constitution 
in question. The framers of the Constitution well 
understood that law; and what we e the subjects 
upon which the bankrupt system of that country 
operated? They have withdrawn from the legisla- 
tion of the States all power to pass any law to 
impair the obligations of contracis; and they cer- 
tainly did not, by so doing, vest Congress with a 
a general and uncontrolied power to pass laws to 
impair the obligations of contracts in all cases 


whatever. Any power which Congress can-exer- 


` cise over the ¢ vniracts of the citizens of the States, 
' as such, must be sought and found in the clause 


au'horizing them to pass a law upon the subject of 


| bankruptcy. 


Let us look, then, to the legislation and deci- 
sions of Eng’and for the true interpretation of a 
law on the subject of bankruptcy. Bankruptcy is 
the state of being a bankrupt. Whatisa bank- 
rupt? The word 1s of foreign origin, com- 
pounded either from the Italian words, banco 
rolto, or the Latin, bancus ruptus. The literal 
meaning is a bank or bench broken, and is plainly 
symbolica!; comprehending in its metaphor, a 
trader in money or goods, the emblem of his oc- 
cupation, and his failure, or that such emblem was 
broken. Lord Coke says, “that we have fetched 
as wellthe name as the wickedness of bankrupts 
from foreign nations. Some say it should: Be fe- 


rived from Banque and rompue, as he that hath — 


troker his bank or state.” “In former times, as 
the name of a bankrupt, so was the offence itself, 
(as hath been said,) a stranger to an Englishman, 
who, of all vatioas, was freest of bankruptcy.” 
Whatever may have been the origin of the 
word, it has been naturalized in the English lan- 
guage, and has now not only a technical but a 
pepular signification, perfectly well understood. 
The meaning of a bankrupt, in the law of Eng- 
land, is a debtor who is a trader, and unwilling or 
unable to pay his debis, or meet his engagements. 
Such a debtor only can be made liable to the ope- 
rations of a bankrupt Jaw, or be legitimately 
bronght within its scope. Bankrupt differs in its 
technical sense from an insolvent debtor, with which 
itis frequently confounded. Any debtor, whether 
a trader or not, may be an insolvent, and the only 
test of insolvency, is the inability to pay his debts, 
not his unwillingness. No debtor can be an in- 
solvent who has the ability, but not the will, to 
pay his debts. A debtor trader may be a bankrnpt, 
if he has the means, but not the will, to pay his 
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debis. Such, then, is the description or class of 
perscns who may be bankrupts, of the subjec's of 
alaw of bansruptcy. What, then, is the subject 
upon which a law of bankruptcy may operate? | 
Here agaia we must have recourse to the legisla- - 
tion and judicial decisions of England, as they 
existed at the time of the forming of the Con- 
atitation. I do not mean by this that we mast 
legslate in the same manner, on the subject of 
baskruptey, or adopt the same provisions as are 
found in the acts of Parliament in relation thereto, 
bet that our consututional legislation must 
be confined to the same classes of persons, 
and the same subject matters. Whether the 
word bankrap: traces i's orgia to the 
custom of traders on the Rialto ot St. Marks, 
orof the traders in any other country, for its sym- 
bolical meaning, or to the ede of the civil law, at 
the time of tbe framing of the Constitution of the . 
United States, the principle of the system or the 
ject of such a law, was the creatore of the Par- 
hament of Raxziand, aad such principles only were | 
in the contemplation of its framers, when this | 
clause was inserted in the Constitution. Thelaw | 
pon the subject of bankrupicy, which the Con- , 


| 


sutution means, is confined to the subject of bank- 


ruptey and the casses of persons as understood | 
in England at the time or i's adoption. The cessio 
donorum of the civil law, was simply an insolvent 
law, which did not discharge the debtor from the 
contract, bat only that part of the remedy relative 
to imprisonment, differing substantially only from 
the Engtish insolvent law, which gave the relief 
ouly on the application of the debtor, in permitting 
either the debior or creditor to become the actor, 
ia Originating the proceedings. I believe that 
there was not at that tme any law of bankrap'cy 
on the continent of Europe, which discharged 
the debtor from the contract, withoat the 
consent of the creditor. “As far as they went 
on that sabject, the discharge was conterred by 
the volustary or enforced consent of the creditors, 
and io the nature of a composition. The English 
bankrapt law was the only one which discharged 
the debtor from the contract. This, too, furnishes 
one of the maried distinctions between a law on the 
subject of ivsolvency and of bankruptcy. The latier 
discha the debior from the contract itself, pro- 
vided soch debtor was a trader; the former, from 
the remedies founded on the contract, as related to 
the imprisonment of the persun, or the remedy 
allowed by the dex loci, to enforce the fulfilment of 
the contract. 

To elucidate this distinction, I must ask your 
atiention, sir, to a brief review of the most 
important epochs in the history of the English law 
on the subject of bankraptcy. 

The first law on the subject of bankruptcy, was 

in the reign of Henry VIII, 1542, when, as 
Coke tells us, “the English merchant bad 
tio'ed in three kiads of costliness, v.z: costly build- | 
ings, cosily diet, and costly apparel, accompanied | 
with a neglect of his trade and servants, and | 
thereby coasumed his wea'th.” It was entitled | 


“an act against such persons as do make bankrupt;” || 


and the preamble sets torth, that whereas divers and 
sandry persons, craftily obtaining into their hands 
great substance of other men’s goods, do suddenly 
flee to parts unknown, or ke2p their houses, not 
minding to pay or restore to any of their creditors 
their duies, bat at their own will and pleasures, 
consume debts and substances obtained by credit 
of other men, for their own pleasure and delicate 
living, against all eqaity and good conscienc?.” 

_ Itis manifest, although this act is not contined, 
in terms, to merchaats and bankers, yet that the 
mischiefs intended to be remedied, were such only 
as could be commited by that class of persons. In 
fact, the histories of the day inform us that it was 
levelled against the Lombards, who were the prin- 
cipal merchants and bankers of thetime. This is | 
the first of the laws on the subject of bank- |l 
Fuptcy in Engiand; aod the fact that node | 
Sion is to be found in the Enelih books upon | 
this law, which continued in existence for near 
thirty years, shows that there could have been no 
difference of opinion as to the description of per- 
sons liable to it. It was merchants and bankers 
only. This construction is fortified by the title: 
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“An act against such persons as do make bank- 
rupi;” therehy, ex vi termini, restricting it to mer- 
chants and bankers. 

The provisions of this law partook of the cruel 
and bleudy character of the monarch in whose 
reign it was enacied. 

l. The body, if it could be found, and all the 
property of the debtor, were to be seized by the 
commissioners, and the latter was distribated for 
the use of the creditors equally. 

9. The whole property of the debior was, ipso 
Sacto, by the mere torce of the statute, vested in the 
commissioners, as also all his future acquisitions. 

3. The debtor was outlawed if he did not sur- 


render himself within a limited time; and, of | 


course, in that event, his life was at the mercy of 
every one. 


4. Two acts of bankruptcy only were specified: | 


suddenly fleeing to parts unkoown, or keeping 
house, not min:ling to pay their creditors. 
5. It opera ed only on the subject of debtor and 
creditor, growing out of contracts. 
6. The remedy was summary and extra- 
| ordinary, confined to the creditor without trial, or 
' judgment, or execution, and, upon the simple order 


future acqa:sitions of the debtor in themselves, 
_ aad gave them a right to take the body also. 


These two latter provisions, together with the 


equal distribution of the assets, with such modifica- 
tion as the experienc: or necessities of the case 
might, from time to time, require, have continued 
fundamental principles of every law upon the sub- 
ject of bankruptcy. 


Senate. 


legislation of England upon the subject of banks 
rupicy, the bankrupt was looked upon as an offen- 
der, a criminal; liable, in a given case, to forfeit hig 


| life; and the remedy was placed exc!usively in the 


hands of the creditor. But at length the mild and 
benign principles cf Christianity were infused into 
the system; and in the first year of the reign of 
George the Third, the stain of bloud was effaced 
from it. Long before that, the humanity of credi- 
tors, and of courts and legislators, had practically 
moulded the system in such manner, that the ho- 
nest debtor was deemed unfortunate merely, and 
there was doled out to him a pittance, from the 
wrecks of his misfortune, to support his family, 
and to begin the world anew, reinvigorated with 
hope. The policy, as well as the principles of the 
law ot bankruptcy, were fundamen'allv restrained 
to contracts between debtor and creditor, where 
the debtor was a trader and failed. It mattered not 
whether he was a trader ina money, credit, or 
goods. The law of bankruptcy sprung from the 


: ereditsystem, commerce, and trade, and was cir- 


In the thirteenht year of the reign of Elizabeth, ' 


(157u,) ths law underwent many modifications. 
The preamble of that statute recites, that netwith- 
standing the statute before mentioned, against 
bankrupts, ‘hose persons have, and stili do, in- 
crease into great and excessive numbers, and are 
like more to do, if some better provision be not 
made for the repression of them; and declares 
that a!) merchants, &c. and persons sezkiag his or 
her trade or living by buying and selling, shall be 
liable to be declared bankrupts. The repression 
of bankrupts was the object of this statate; and to 
effect this object, the operation of the law of bank- 
rupicy was extended to traders, as well as mer- 
chants and bankers, to which the former statute 
seems to have been restrained by construction, if not 
by itslanguage. it is difficult to understand how 


. a mischiet could be repressed by restraining the ' 


operation of an efficacious and approved remedy to 
i a fewer description or class of persons. The re- 
medy was des‘gned to act beneficially, by enlarg- 
ing, not circumscribing, the sphere of its action. 

This satute authorized the Lord Chancellor, by 
commission, to vest the estate of the bankrupt in 
commis:ioners, with power to arrest his body. 
It makes bat little altera'ton in the provisions of 
| the former sta'ute, to which I have adverted, per- 
tinent to our present inquiry. 

Up to this time, the discharge of the debtor from 
the contract, formed no part of the subject of a 
bankrupt law. That principle was first introduced 
in the statuie, 4 and 5 Anne, (1705.) That statnte 
first iniroduced the punishment of death against 


li 


the bankrupt; and the policy of discharging the — 


bankrupt from his contrac!; and allowing a per 
centage to the bankrupt, whose assets should pay 
a certain per centage. 


Since that time the subject of the bankrupt law | 


in England has been coofined uniformly to mer- 


chants, bankers, and traders, or those who, from i 
time to time, have beea declared traders by Parlia- | 


ment; and in the case of the occurrence of bank- 
ruptcy, it operates upon the contract of such debtor 
and his cre litors, by furnishing the creditor a sum- 
mıry and extraordinary remedy, and the debtor an 
extraordinary relief, a discharge from the contracts, 


not known or exten/‘ed to other contracts, or classes ' 


of debtors and crecilois. 
ways been retained ia the subsequent English sta- 
‘ates; and by uniform legi-lation, have become the 
fundamental principles of the English law on the 
subject of bankruptcy, triumphing over all the mo- 
dications and alterations of subsequent legisla- 
tion, 


For a considerable period {in the history of the 


These feaiures have a'- .. 


of the commissioners, vested all the property and ` 


cumscribed in its operation to those who were gain- 
ing their livelihood by its means, and exposed to its 
hazards, vicissitudes, andrevulsions But the remedy 
of the creditor, the relief of the debtor, the modes of 
its procedure, the machinery by which it acted, were 
always controllable by legislative wisdom, to be 
moulded to accommodate the progressive advance- 
meat of the age, the extension of trade and com- 
merce, and the expansion of the credit sysiem. It 
was a fixed and settled system only ia those fan- 
damental principles, that it operated on these con- 
tracts or relations between debtor and creditor only 
where the former was a merchant, banker, or trader, 
or declared to be such by law, and was unwi'ling 
or unable to pay his debts—that it gave to the cre- 
ditors as a class, in case of the commission of an 
act of bankrup'cy, a summary and extraordinary 
remedy, not afforded on other contracts, of arrest- 
ing the body of the debtor, and seizing all his pro- 
perty, without trial, judgment, or execution, or any 
process known to the common law—that such pro- 
perty was to be appropriated for the equal benefit 
of the creditors, without preference, except such as 
the law should define; and in consideration of the 
exercise of this power by the creditor, and of his 
thus stripping his debtor of his property, the honest 
bankrupt was discharged from the contract. These, 
I believe, will be found to bz the only fundamen- 
tal principles of the law.on the subject of bank- 
ruptcy, known and recognised as the English sys» 
tem at the time of the framing the Constitution of 
the United States. At that time such class of per- 
sons only, and such contracts only, and such rela- 
tions of debtor and creditor only, were the subjects 
of the bankrupt Jaw in England. Who should or 
should not be deemed merchants, bankers, or traders — 
what should be considered an act of bankruptey—- 
the manner of procedure in respect lo the remedy—~ 
the preferences. the classes of persons who, falling 
within the general descripticn of merchants, bank- 
ers, and traders, shoald be exempted from the law— 
the machinery of the system, and the exlent and 
effect and mode of the discharge of the debtor from 
his contract—and all the details of the system, were 
plastic, to be moulded from time to time, according 
to legislative discretion and wisdom, to suit the va- 
rying operations of trade and commerce, and the 
credit system. 
The dicta ef the Supreme Ccurt of the United 
States, “that the line of partition between bankrapt 


: and insolvent laws, is noi so distinctly marked as 


to enable any one to say with positive precision 
what regulations belong exclusively to one, and not 
to the other class of laws,” atimits that there is a 
distinction between the laws. There are some 
fundamental distjhctions that separate them into 
classes. ' l 

1. Bankrupt laws are confined to merchants, 
bankers, and traders, and to contracts. Insolvent 
laws operate on a!l classes of persons, and upon 


: torts, as well as contracis. 


2. Insolvent laws cannot operate on the contract 
bv dissolving it. Bankrupt laws may, and do. 
The former is confined to the remedy on the con- 
tract—the latter prostrates, at one blow, the cone 
tract, and all remedies founded on it. The former 
may operate by prescribing the circumstances which 
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most precede the obligations of a conirsct,and on which il and reck!essness, by affording him a sure refuge,in 


jts originai validity shall be made to depend. An 
obligation must exist before it can be impaired; and 
the lax leci may prescribe those circumstances 
which shall create its obligation, Ot this class is a 
law prescribing the mode of executing agreements, 
attesting them, recording them, and the statutes of 
fraads, &c. Insolvent laws of this character must 
be made previously to the contract between citi- 
zens of the same State and in the Siate where the 
contract was made, but cannot dissolve a previous 
contract, or cre made out ot its jurisdiction. They 
cannot reach an existiag contract. A bankrupt 
Jaw may and does act on the obligation of all 
contracts, prospectively or retrospectively, between 
a trading debtor and his creditors, in cases of bank- 
roptey. Insolvent laws act simply as to the re- 
medy, or under the principle of the lex lei or lex 
Seri. 


There are other diversities, but perhaps not so 
distinctly marked as to constitute a line of parti- 
lion. These distinctions are fundamental, and di- 
vide the two systems by boundaries that cannot be 
overleaped. 

The powers of Congress, however, to pass laws 
on the subject of bankruptcy, is not arbitrary or | 
un'imited. Such a law must be uniform; that is, 
it mest act in the same manner upon the subject of : 
bankruptcy, upon the contracts, or the relation of 
debtor and crediter, where the debtor is a trader, and 
failed. If it mast operate alike on the same classes 
as to its benefits and remedies, it must conform to | 
the same rule in its operation upon the classes, and ` 
upon the subjects upon which it acts. It stands op- 
posed to a partial, particular, or special law upon 
the subject of bankruptcy, which acts only upon : 
the subject so far as respects the interest of debt- 
ors, and for their relief and di-charge only, placing 
the remedy ia their hands only. How can it be 
contended that a law upon the subject of bankrupt- 
cy is uniform, which places the remedy and the 
benefits of it, wholly in the hands of the debtor, 
leaving the creditor without any remedy or benefi? 
Uniform refers to the subject-matter of a bankrupt 
Jaw, and its operation on such subjects, and the 
classes liable to its scope, not to its locality. All 
laws of Congress, without any constitutional in- 
junction, extend over the whole Union. ; 

The bil reported by the majority of the Judi 
ciary Committee appears to me to be unconstitu- 
tional. 

1. itis simply an insolvent law, extending itself 
over all contracts between creditor and debtor, 
whether the debtor be a trader or not, and allows 
the debtor, at his own time and pleasure, to free 
himself from his obligations. It assumes the must | 
latitedinous power ever claimed for the Federal | 
Government—the power to free all debtors ia the 
Usion from their obligations—to create a general 
jabilee. It is an insolvent law in its inception, . 
and as to the creditor; and a bankrupt law ia its : 


termination, and as to the debtor: it places all ;; 


contracts under the control of the Federal Govern- : 
ment. 

2. it operates upon the whole subject of contracts, 
and the obligation ard rigats growing out of them be- 
tween debtor and creditor; whereas Congress 
have no constitutional right to pass any law im- 
pairing. contracts, except such as are made by a 
debtor who is a merchant, banker, or trader, and 
is unable or unwilling to pay his debts. “So ex- 
clusively have bankrupt laws operated on traders, 
that it may well te doubted whether any act of 
Congress to subject to such law every description 
of persons within the United States, woald comport 
with the spirit of the powers vested in them in rela- 
tion thereto,” is the language of Judge Livingston, 
reported m Adamsvs. Storrey—1 Paine, C.C. R. 79. 

The bankrupt law proposed itl. 1827 was de- 
stroyed by incorporating in it a clause extending it 
beyond the classes of merchants, bankers, and tra- 
ders; and the unconstitationality of it, arising from | 
that extension, was pressed strongly on the arga- 

t 
Tbe bill proposed by the majority, it seems to 
me, is liable to radical and fundamental objections, | 
even if it should be demed cvnstitational. itis — 
impolitic. It holds out a temptation to every debtor 


to pash 


: thraldom, which can look to no emancipation but | 


‘| case of wreck, at the sole hazard of the creditor— 


` eat up his sub>tance, squander the means furnished 
` by his creditors, and, in the end, make his creditor, 
who is powerless to arrest his recklessness, extrava- 
sance, Cr spenuihrilt habits, to bear the whole bur- 
den, while he riots in the certainty of discharging 


the obligations of his contracts, at the end of his | 


career. 
It is unjust. 
if the debtor is allowed to select his own lime to 
dissolve the contract, the creditor ought to have an 
equal privilege. 
It is illusory. It professes to be an uniform law 


upon the subject of bankruptcy, while it is aspe- | 


cial, partial, and particular law upon that subject, 
for the benefit of the bankrupt alone, and ought to 
be entitled “an act to destroy the obligation of con- 
tracts, whenever the debtor sees proper.” 

I will not enter into the details of the bill: I 
throw out these prominent objections in limine; 
and, if the bill should become the subject of the 
consideration of the Senare, I shall then enter more 
fully upon my objections to it. It appears to me, 
also, defective in its details, in many respects, 
which it weuld not be proper for me to obtrude 

: upon the Senate at this time. 

I have already intimated that I am in favor of a 
genera! and uniform law upon the subject of bank- 
raptcy—acting in the same manner upon the con- 
stilutional subject of bankruptcy, alike upon debtors 
and creditors, and giving to them, alike, the benefils 
of it. 

No such bill as that proposed by the majority of 
the committee, was ever passed, or, as far as my 
researches have extended, thought of, in England. 
This is the first time that it has ever been intro- 
duced ia this country. It is a novel, untried expe- 
riment; and I much fear that it would, if adopted, 


bankrupt, and plusge him deeper in misery—the | 


result of misfortunes, not of crime. 


Tt would not pass the test of the constitutional ` 
ordeal to which it must be subjected. Does any ' 


man believe that honest creditors would submit to 
a law which disrubes them of the rights springing 
from the solemn cbligations’of contracts, without a 
struggle—which separates debtors and creditors 
into distinct clarses, and makes the former the 
exclusive recipients of special privileges? I can- 
not think so. The bill, on the face of it, makes 
such classification, and, regardless cf the obliga- 
tions of contracts, deals with them only to dissolve 
them, and for that purpose ties up the bands of the 
creditors duripg the operation. 
My object in submitting the subs'itute, is, not to 
prevent the passage of an uniform law upon the 
: subject of bankruptcy, but to promote it, by giving 


| it a constitutional character, and making it uniform. 


I have already s'ated my opinion as to the subject 
of a bankrapt law, and the class of debtors upon 
whom it can constitutionally operate. All contracts 
between debtor and cteditor, where the debtor is 
a merchant, banker, or trader. and fails, are in- 
cluded, as well as the rights of the creditor, and 
the obligations of the debtor growing out of it. 


The right of the creditor is to obtain the whole | 


property of the debtor, to satisfy the contract. The 
obiigations of the debtor does not include the for- 
feiture of all the rights which belong to humanity. 
Honest misfortune has its penalties, which are 
grievous enough; but it is no part of such penalty 
to dcom the debtor to the mest edious slavery that 
the human imagination can conceive—a slavery a 
thousand times more deplorable than that of the 
Helotes of old, the villeins of teudality, or the serfs 
of- modern despotism, the perpetual slavery of 
debt, which enervates and subdues the mind, at the 
same lime that it condemns the body to a perpetual 


_ the last refuge of suffering humanity—the grave. 
The imprisonment of the perscn is no part of the 
obligation of the contract. ; 
The substitute is framed upon the assumption, 
that, under a law upon the subject of bankruptey, 


the conduct of the debtor trader, that the 
principles of a bankrupt law give to the credi- 


his speculations to the brink of rashness jį tor a right to seize upon the property of such 


| 


Equality Is equity, every where: |! 
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debtor, in a summary manner, for the purpose of 
distribuung the same for the equal benefit of all 
the creditors. That while it affords to the debtor a 
right to anticipate such summary proceeding, by a 
voluntary suriender, it does not take away the 
right of the creditor by such proceeding, to puta 
stop to riotous and costly living, spendthrift habits, 
or rash, reckless, and gambling speculations, be- 
fore the whole means furnished by the creditors are 
exhausted, and thus secure something of the wreck 
for distribution among honest creditors. . 

It proceeds upon the principle, that when the 
creditors have obtained ail the property of the 
debtor by his own voluntary act, or their vigilance, 
and appropriated it their own use, that the debtor, 
thus deprived ef the means of discharging the 
contract, should be released from its obligation, 

I have already declared that I am in favor of 
passing an uniform law on the subject of bank- 
ruptcy. Ido not, at present, intend to enter upon 
the argument in favor of the policy of the measure. 
I will content myself with remarking, that I cons, 
sider it necessary for the public, as well as private, 
interest. An uniform law upon the subject of bank- 
rup'cy would be a salutary limitation upon the ins 
judicious extension of the credit system, by taking :- 
away from the creditor the alluring temptation to 
administer to the wild spirit of speculation, and 
furnish the means for the purpose with too great 
facility, arising from a reliance upon his superiar 


: vigilance, to gain a preference under the general 


laws regulating the rights of creditors and deblors. 
K promotes the productive energies of the country, 
by emancipating the honest debtor from the hope. - 
lessness of that most depressing, demoralizing and 
paralyzing bondage, resulting from the failure 
attending the disastrous exercise of those energies, 


| k restores to the honest, but unfortunate debtor, 
i hope, and the activity, perseverance, and enterprise 
prove a curse, instead of a blessing, to the honest `: 


when the indicia of insolvency have occurred in. 


which it inspires. It restrains the extravagance of 
speculation, by subjecting “the whole conduct of the 
debtor 10 the watchful supervision of the argus 
eyes of the creditor, and the caution taught, by 
knowing that the rights of the creditor may be sum- 
marily exercised. Thus it exercises silently, but 
efficiently, a control over the rashness of enter- 
prise, and represses gambling speculations which 
the natural eagerness of ‘‘ hastening to grow rich” 
is too apt to engender.. I am inclined to think that 
the creditor is frequently as much to blame in giv- 


| ing credit, as the debtor in receiving it; and I think 


that there is much truth in Dr. Johnson’s re- 


; mark: “ He that once owes more than he can pay, 


is often obliged to bribe his creditor to patience by 
increasing the debt. Worse and worse commodi- 
ties, at higher and higher prices, are forced upon - 
him. He, impoverished by compulsive traffic, is 
at last overwhelmed in the common receptacle of 
misery, by debts which, without his own consent, 
were accumulated upon his head.” 

Such bankrupt law as would open the remedies 
and the benefits under its provisions, alike, or uni- 
formly, to the debtor and the creditor—to both 
classes—would be mutually advantageous to the 
honest debtor and to the honest creditor. In case 
of misfortune, it affords the latter the only chance 
of ultimate payment, by enabling the former to.ac- 
quire, by renewed exertions, the means for the pur- 
pose. Itresiores the mutuality of interest between, 
creditor and debtor, severed by bankruptcy. 

The bill which I have had the honor of submit- .-. 
ting as a substitute for that of the majority, is des.. 
signed to be an uniform system of bankruptcy. _ It: 
is no new experiment,but confines itself to the classes 
of persons, and the subject of bankruptcy, which 
form the distinctive principles of the English law ; 
itis intended to operate uniformly, or alike, upon 
the relationships of debtor and ereditor, distri- 
buting to each the appropriate benefits of the sys- 
tem, and allowing to each the- right to invoke its 
remedies. Its object is to combine simplicity ang 
economy, the promptitude of a summary remedy, 
with the claims of justice and humanity, and to 
guard, with equal care, the rights and interests of 
both debtor and erditor. 

It is intended to act both retrospectively and 
prospectively. 

It looks upon the past, not to condemn, but to 
relieve. The whole land is strewed with the wrecks 


chad 
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and we cannot look in any direc- 
tion, without perceiving the “jetsam et flotsam” of 
trade, cast upon its shores. All must admit the 
fact, however much they may disagree as to the 
causes, that this state of things has resulted 
from the contractions and expansions of the 
currency; and that the fluctuations grow- 
ingout of it, have imparied to all business 
depending on prices, the hazards and vicissi- 
tudes incident to commerce and trade. The best 
energies of the country have been paralyzed; the 
brightest visions of gain have disappeared; and the 
wisest and most pradent schemes, uniting public 
improvement with individual interest, have perished 


of bankruptcy, 


as if by magic, in the universal revulsion that has — 


desolated the country. This bill proposes to cast 

the mantle of oblivion over the past conduct of the 

debtor,over his acts which may have been compelled, 

or the preferences which may have have extorted, 

in his vain struggles to prolong his existence in the 

marts of trade. All that it demands from the 

debtor who seeks its benefits is, that he should 
honestly surrender what is left, however small, for 
the general benefit of his creditors. As to- the 
future, ıt fixes a limitation upon speculation and 
rashness. It tells the debtor, that if -he will go on 
in desperate recklessness, plunging from one 
depth to a grea‘er, after prudence dictates its hope- 
lessness, until all his means are squandered, he 
eannot become an actorin obtaining the benefits of 
the provisions of this law. He must retain some- 
thing to distribute among his creditors, and not 
mock them with “a beggarly account of empty 
boxes.” 

This is not the proper time to explain the details 
of the propcsed substitute: I shall content myself 
with explaining its principles. 

The bill is fuunded upon two plain and equitable 
principles, applicable uniformly to beth debtor and 
eréditor: 1. That, when a debtor who has been en- 
gaged in the hazards and casualties, and exposed to 
the vicissitudes, of trading, becomes unable to pay 
all his debts in full, bis property that remains ought 
to be equal!y divided among all his creditors, with- 
out preference. 2. That if he has acted honestly, 
and his creditors wrest from him his property, by 
compulsory, summary proceedings, or he volunta- 
rily surrenders it, he ought to be discharged from 
the contract, and to begin the world answ, unem- 
bartassed by the effects of previous misfortune, or 
inexperience. ; 

It proceeds upon the principle that the object of 
a law on the subject of bankruptcy is to enable the 
creditor, in a summary manner, to obtain from a 
bankrupt trader an equal distribution of his pro- 
perty; and of the debtor to anticipate such proce- 
dure by a voluntary surrender, and thereby to ob- 
tain a discharge from his contracts. 

The bill makes the whole proceeding a judi- 
cial proceeding, placed under the jurisdiction of the 
district courts of the United States, in the States; 
the Circvit Court, in the District of Columbia; and 
the supreme or superior courts, in the Territories— 
to be regalated by the supervision of the courts, in 
the nature of summary proceedings in equity, or 
of a master in chancery, appointed by the court. 
The only officers appointed are, the receiver, to 
take care of the property until the creditors can 
meet and choose their agent an assignee. The 
order of bankruptcy, ipso facto, as in the statute of 
Henry VIII. vests all the propeyty of the debtor in 
the assignee, except wearing apparei, implements 
of trade, and necessary honsehold and kitehen fur- 
nitdre, two cows, and provender, and such other 
goods and implements as State laws have exempted 
from execution, 

The distinct features of this: bill are: 

1. It allows both debtor and creditor to become 
actors in the judicial proceedings, and regulates the 
proceedings in such case. 

Fhisis a new feature in a bankrupt bill, but I 
conceive not a new principle. Time, which is not 
only the greatest, but the most enlightened and benefi- 
cent reformer, has been gradually moulding the 
forms of the procedure in cases of bankraptcy in 
England,to accommodate it them the progress and ex- 
pansion of the credit system, the purposes of trade, 
and the spirit of the age. In the reign of the Tu- 
dors and the Stuarts, the bankrupt was considered 
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an offender, a criminal. The penalty of death was 
hela over his head, and the forms of procedure 
were framed almost exclusively for the benefit of 
the creditor. Oa the accession of the Hanover 
dynasty, it gradually assumed a more mild charac- 
ter, and the bankrupt came to be considered as an 
unfortunate man, entitled to the rights of humanity, 
and to Christian charities and sympathies. I have 
predicated this bill upon the assumption that, at 
the time of the framing of our Constitution, the 
bankrupt system was the offspring of commerce, 
and the credit system confined in its operations to 
the relation of debtor and creditor, where the 
debtor was atrader, and giving to the creditor a 
summary remedy to obtaia an equal distribution of 
the property of the debtor, and relieving the honest 
debtor from his contract. Its design is to suppress 
fraud, protect the rights of the creditor, to treat 
the honet bankrupt as merely an unfortunate man, 
to extract from the procedure every thing of harsh- 
ness or cruelty, toconform the mode of procedure 
to the mild and enlightened spirit of the age, to 
measure out equal justice to both the debtor and 
creditor class, by dispensing the remedies and 
benefits of it to each alike. 

From the statute of Henry the Eighth down to 
the present time in England, although the right of 
the debtor to apply for the remedy has never been 
sanctioned, yet all the acts which originate the bank- 
rupt proceedings, and give to the creditor the right 
to apply for the 1emedy, save ene, proceed from 
the voluntary act of the debtor. The courts of 
England, previously to our Revolution, had deier- 
mined that the simple confession of the debtor, that 
he had committed the act of bankruptcy charged 
in the commission, was sufficient to sustain the 
proceedings in bankruptcy against him. This bill 
carries the same principle only one step further, 


| and allows the bankrupt himself to make such con- | 
fession the foundation of the proceedings in bank- 


ruptcy. 


2. The class of debtors who are liable to the i 
compulsory proceedings, or who may resort to the | 
voluntary proceedings, are restrained to merchants, | 


bankers, and traders. I have not dared to extend 
the power beyond what I conceive was its limit at 
the time of the adoption of the Constitution. That 
Constitu.ion takes away from the S‘ates any right 
whatever to impair the obligation of contracts. 
The Federal Government hath no express authority 
to do what is denied to the State Governments. 
It is implied only from the grant of authority to 
“pass uniform laws upon the subject of bankruptey.” 
Can the Federal Government, under this grant, as- 
sume a right to dissolve the contracts of all the citi- 
zens of all the States? Or must such right be restrain- 
ed to the classes of persons and the kind of con- 
tracts and the kind of relationship which were the 
subjects of a law of bankruptcy in England at the 
framing of the Constitution? I have thought that 
the latter was the true limit of Federal power. 
The b:ll reported by the majority of the commitiee 
is founded upon the right of Congress to dissolve 
all contrac!s whatever, when the debtor becomes 
insolvent; and to correspond with its operation it 
ought to be entit!ed “A bill to free the debtor from 
the obligations of contracts whenever he conceives 
it for his interest to do so.” 

3. The compulsory remedies given to the creditor 
can only be resorted to against merchants, bank- 
ers, and those who are technically traders, while 
the voluntary remedy is given to every debtor 
who will allege and swear that he has been engaged 
in trading—and the act declares that every such 
person shall be deemed a trader liable to the bank- 
rupt law within its purview. ~Trader. is a 
technical term, well known in the law, and is 


confined to such persons as have been en- | 


gaged in the business of buying and sell- 


ing money or goods fora livelihood. He must | 


both buy and sell. Trading is not a technical 
word, but bas a popular meaning, which embraces 
all kinds of trafficking or dealing in goods, money, 
or land—buying or selling. Foreigners have te- 


proached us wih being a trafficking nation. The. 


fact exists, but I do not consider it a reproach, 
There is none who could, upon any fair principle, 
claim the benefits of the bankrupt system, who 
could not conscientiously swear that he had been 


a 
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engaged in trading, or, what is equivalent, baying 


or seiling money, commodities, or lands. Congress ` 


acting in conformity to all the bankrupt laws of 
England, have an undoubted discretion to stamp 


upon such a person the technical word “trader,” for - 


the purpose of extending to him its benefi's. 

It will te thus perceived that the law is designed 
to be uniform in its action upon debtor and credi- 
tor, where the debtor is a trader, and has failed— 
uniform in its procedure, and uniform in its opera- 
tion upon the classesof persons who are, by its 
enactments, declared to be merchants, bankers, and 
traders. 

4. The cumpulsory provisions of the bill are 
framed to act uniformly upon all such persons as 
are technically merchants, bankers, or traders. 
Hence it inc!udes artificial as well as natural per- 
sons. It includes all corporations or associations 
for manufacturing, commercial, insurance, trading, 
or banking purposes. Corporations are included, 
because individuals, who are engaged in those 
matters, are included, so as to make the Jaw uni- 
form. 

I am aware that this will give rise to a difference 
of opinion; and if the Senate should think that 
corporations ought not to be included, although 
it will make the bill less accep'able to me, it will 
not prevent my support, if it does not exclude all 
the provisions for the benefit of the creditor. 

Ido not propose to discuss the policy of in- 
cluding corporations. I shall confine myself to 
a brief explanation of the principles on which I 
found the right to include them. 

Corporations are artificial persons, or legal es- 
tities, created in this country solely by the sovereign 
power, for the public good, as well as private 
interest. They are endowed with the faculty of 
limited or perpetual succession, of contracting and 


being contracted with, of assuming the relation of © 


debior and creditor, as natural persons; and, like 
them, they have given to them the power of su- 
ing and being sued, impleading and heing im- 
pleaded, in all cases and cotrts whatever. 
Although persons only in a legal capacity, so 
far as relates to those faculties and powers, 
they are clothed with the rights and subjected 
to the responsibilities of natural persons. They 
are composed cf individuals, ani are not 
exempt from their frailties and imperfections, 
and may be led to deviate from the end of their 
creation, and may be plunged. into bank- 
ruptcy like individuals. Dves a charter possess 
the magic power of investing them ipso 
facto, with privileges which place 
beyond the reach of laws which operate upon in- 
dividuals engaged in the same business and ha- 
zards? Our law books tell us, that the charters cre- 
ating corporations, and the laws made by them ia 
conformity thereto, are “leges sub graviore lege.” 
The decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, (4 Peters R. 514, Providence Bank vs. Bil- 
lings and Pittman,) establishes, “That the great 
object of a corporation is, to bestow the character 
and properties of individuality on a collected and 
changing body of men. Any privileges which may 
exempt it from the burden common to individuals, 


them - 


do not flow necessarily from the charter, but must - 


be expressed in it, cr they do not exist.” 
T have endeavored to show that the subject of a 


| bankrunt law is contracts, and the relation between 


debtor and creditor eminating from contracts; that 
the class of persons, upon whom it operates, are 
merchants, bankers, and traders. Corporations and 


associations of persons are merchants, bankers, | 


and traders. If they become bankrupt, why should ` 


the law of bankraptey fall impotent before them? 
Can that law be uniform which includes- mdivi- 
duals, and leaves corporations, falling in the same 
category, free. The corporations have the same 
frailties, are exposed to the same hazards, 
are prostrated and rendered bankrupt, by the 


same rashness, imprudence, miscalculation, © 
and vicissitudes, as individvals. Monopoly 
is the legitimate offspring of bankirg and 


trading corperations. Why then, should they 
be shielded, by privi'ege, from the claims of credi- 
tors, while they are entitled to the remedies as cre- 
ditors, given by the law? Establish a privileged 


sanctuary, where the general taw becomes power» 
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less, and will not corporations and associations of 
persons, become the asylum of frand, the hiding 
place of dishonesty, and the rogue’s last refuge? 
The country is shing sd over with corporatiéns al- 
ready, and under such an immunity they will in- 
crease aod multiply so as to exclude the natural 
maa from all business. 

Will it be said that we cannot bind the corpora- 
tions created by States? Are they not subject to 
our general laws? Are they not bound by the ge- 
neral principles contained in the provisions of this 
bill against preferences, frauds, &c.? Cannot 
Congress biad them by theie general laws, their 
revenue laws, &c.? To what would such a princi- 
ple lead? Have gentiemen reflected upon it? The 
principle which l have assumed in the substitute, 
and which I believe to be the only sound one, is, 
that where Congress have a constitutional right to 
legislate, they may bind artificial persons, whether 
deriving their authority from themselves or any 
one of the States, as well as natural persons, by 
their laws. If they cannot bind artificial persons, 
it must be bscause they cannot bind natural 
persons. 


It may be objected that sovereign States are members of the 
corporations which are included in the bill. It may be so. 
But this does not affect the question of constitutional power. 
It is a mere question of policy; and, as I have before intimated, 
I leave that to the judgment ofthe Senate. But who will con- 
tend that a State, by granting a charter to itself, or itselfand its 
citizens, can put such corporation beyond the operation of the 
constitutional legislation of Congresa—create an imperium in 
imperio? This question has been put at rest by the solemn 
decision of the Some Court of the United States, in 9 Wheat. 
904, the Bank of the United States vs. the Planters’ Bank of 
Georgia. That court decided that “whenever a Government 
becomes a partner in any trading company, it divests itself, so 
far as concerns the transactions of that company, of its sove 
reign charactec, and takes that of a private citizen. Instead of 
communicating to it its privileges and its prerogatives, it 
descends to a level with those with whom it associates itself, 
and takes the character which belongs to its associates, and to 
the business which isto be traasacted. Thus many States who 
have an interest in banks, are not suable in their own courts, 
yet they never cxsmpt the corporation from being sued.” 

It may also be objected that there is ns precedent for in- 
cluding corporations in the operation of the bankrupt law. 
Perhaps it is so. But the very nature of a bankrupt system is 
so plastic as to the modus operandi, that it may be extended to 
include them. If this be not correct, the bill of the majority 
falls to the ground; for no distinct precedent can be found for 
allowing its benefits upon the act of the debtor alone, and to 
the debtor alone. If I have heen successful in my efforts, I 
have shown that the classea of persons who shall be deemed 
technical merchants, bankers, or traders, belong to legislative 
wisdom, to determine from time to time, soas to render the 
bahkrupt system an effectual adjunct of the commerce, trade, 
and credit system. So far from doubting the power of Con- 

‘ess to include corporations, it is more reasonable to doubt 
the policy of excluding them, when they are technically and 
really merchants, bankers, or tradere. Buch an exclusion has 
the appearance of breaking its uniformity, without sufficient 
cause, 

Again: It will be contended that by excluding such corpora- 
tions and associations as are exempted from the bankrupt law 
by their charters, or the express legislation of the States, the 
uniformity of thg law is destreyed, and such exemption renders 
it unconstitutional. My answer is, that the law must be uni- 
form upon the classes singled out for its action; you may ex- 
empt either persons or corporations, in certain categories, from 
is operation, although, without such exemption, they would 
fall within the general description The law of Congress, esta- 
blishing an uniform system ot bankruptcy, in 1800, as well as 
a!l the subsequent laws proposed inthis body, and all lawson 
the snbject of bankruptcy, show this. 

The discussion, however, on all these matters belongs, to the 
policy and the details of the bill, and I shall be ready at the ap- 
propriate time to submit my views on these matters, more 
&: large. 

In conclusion, T have to remark, that I have endeavored to 
discharge my duty, as one of the members of the Judiciary 
Committee, in preparing and presenting an uniform law upon 
the subject of hankruptcy. I submit it as asubstitute for that 
prepared by the majority. In doing so, I submit it to the wis- 

om of the Senate, for correction and amendment. I am not 
wedded to any of its provisions, or unwil!ing to adopt any al- 
terations or amendments that may be suggested. I announce, 
however, that [cannot support any partial, particular or spe- 
cial law, which breaks up the uniformity of the law of bank- 
ruptcy, into separate laws for the debtor, creditor, and corpo- 
rations. 

I hope I may not be charged with enmity to hanke by the ad- 
vocates of the bill proposed by the majority, because I have in- 
cluded corporations in the compulsory clause. Was I actuated 
by such feelings, I would support the bill proposed by the ma- 
jority. I velieveno more effectual mode could be devised by 
human ingenuity to prostrate the banks, than to authorize their 
debtors to dissolve the obligation of their contracts with them 
without payment. i : i . 

It ia-proper for ms to observe, that in discussing this subject. 
I do not intend to be drawn off into any personal or political dis- 
cussion, unless compelled by high aad imperious necessity. 
Such discussions ought not to be mingled with the claims of 
suffering humanity, or grave questions of policy, naturally con- 
nected with the adoption of a measure which rises superior to 
the ephemeral politics of the day. 


SPEECH OF MR. NORVELL, 
OF MICHIGAN. , 
In Senate, Wednesday, May 20, 1840—On the bill 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy, and 
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Bankrupt Law—Mr. Norvell. 


_ on the substitute embracing voluntary and in- 
voluntary bankrupicy, jand also cerporaticns. 
Mr. NORVELL said that his honorable friend 

from Norh Carolina, [Mr. Srranoe,] in the 

learned and able speech which -he had yesterday 


delivered on the bill and the Aubstitute before the |; 


Senate, had, towards ity cigse, expressed doubts 
whether Congress had the fonstitutional,. power to 
pass a bankrupt law wh would. have a retro- 
spective operation on pre-existing contracts. 

[Mr. Sreance explained, and said that his 
doubts had reference to the retrospective operation 
of such a law upen previous acts of bankruptcy.] 

Mr. Norvett resumed. He did not preciseiy 
comprehend the explanation; but it was sufficient 


for the purpose he had in view, to state thatthe :, 
power of Congress had been questioned to pass . 


laws of bankruptcy which would operate on con- 
lracts existing prior to their passage. 
trine were correct; if the debts of individuals 
which are now due all over the country, and which 
they are unable to pay, could not be reached and 
extinguished by a bankrupt law, on the surrender 
of whatever property they at present possess, such 
a law would afford no relief to their sufferings and 
distresses. No benefit could accrue to the nation 
from a bankrupt law merely prospective in its ope- 
ration on future contracts. He should vote for no 
such law. But, in his judgment, no doubt ought 
to exist as to the unqua'ified, unlimited, and ex- 
press power of Congress over the whole subject of 
bankruptcy. The ooject ofa bankrupt law was 
to apply the entire proceeds of the property of the 
debtor to the payment of his creditor, to relieve the 
debtor from all duress, to set him free, and to pro- 
tect him in his future acquisitions of property. On 
this subject he should produce authorities of a very 
conclusive character. In 1827, when a bank- 
rupt bill was under discussion in the Se- 
nate, Mr. Reep of Mississippi moved an 
amendment to the first section, 
ing that nothing contained in that section, 
nor any other provision of the bill, “should ex- 
tend, or be construed to extend, to any contract 
made. before the passage and promulgation of this 
act.” In considering the question, ‘does Congress 
possess the power to provide, by a bankrupt law, 
for the discharge of contracts existing anterior to 
the passage of that law,” Mr. Berrien said: 

“That Congress possesses a power over this subject, which 
is co-extensive with the provisions of this bill, and which does 


not belong to the States; in direct terms, that it possesses the 
power to provide, by a bankrupt law for the discharge of pre- 


existing as well as future contracts, may be satisfactorily | 


proved. It results from the express terms of the Constitution; 
and that hoth affirmatively and negatively; affirmatively by the 
grant of power to Congress to establish uniform lawson the 
subject of bankruptcies; and negatively by the denial to the 
States ofthe right to pass any law impairl 

contracts.” 


He goes on to cbserve: 


“With a perfect knowledge that the effect and operation of . 
staturas of bankruptcy, in other countries, were to discharge ; 


the debtor from pre-existing contracte; with the subject ofthe 
inviolability of contracts thus obviously presented to their minds, 
since they were engaged in restraining the power of the States 
in this very particutar, is it possibleto conceive thatthe fra- 
mersof the Constitution would have given to Congress a gene- 
tal control over the subject of bankruptey, unlimited, except in 
he requisition of uniformity, ifthey had intended to restrict its 
exercise in the manner contended fer by the Senator from 
Mississippi? The power, now denied, was affirmed by both 


Houses of Congress in the bankrupt law of 1800; and, more i 


than once since that period, has the same principle been as- 
serted by the Senate.” , 
The Supreme Court has also repeatedly decided, 


that the power to pass bankrupt laws retrospective 
in their operation, was constitutional; and Chief 
Justice Marshall has laid down the doctrine, that 
the power of Congress over the subject of bank- 


ruptcy was both unlimited and supreme, and had © 


declared that this principle had never been ques- 
tioned. But, sir, the Senate itself, at the close of 
the debate on the amendment of Mr. Reed, has 
given the most decisive judgment upon the sab- 
ject. Tioatamendment received but sixteen votes, 


- while thirty-twae votes were recorded against it. 


Among those who thus voted to reject the amend- 
ment, are found the names of Mr. Benton, Mr. 
Berrien, General Harrison, Mr. Havne, the present 
Vice President, Mr. King, Mr. Van Buren, and 
Mr. Woodbury. The power of Congress to em- 
brace pre-existing contracts in a bankrupt law was, 
therefore, in his judgment, conclasively established, 
and not hereafter to be drawn into question. 

Mr President, continued Mr. N. my deep con- 


If this doc- . 


declar- . 


ing the obligation of ` 
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viction is, that no Jegislation, no measure, no com- 
binaiion of measures that we can adopt, would af. 
ford one tenth part of the relief to the country 
which will be secured to it by the passage of a uni- 
form law of bankruptcy. Bat afier the able and 
eloquent speeches to which the Senate have listened, 
on this subject, I can hope to shed no new light 
uponit. The vicissitudes and disasters of business 
of all kinds have produced among all classes of 
men so much indebtedness,such extensive distress, a 
paralysis so universal, that it becomes every mem- 
ber alive to this state of things to contribute his ef. 
; forts, however feeble they may prove, towards the 
removal of the evils ander which the country is 
suffering. It has been often aad truly said that 
thousands of our fellow-cit'z:ns have, by mifor- 
tune—by excess of overitrading—by the spirit of 
speculation—by miscarriages 1n business, become 
hopelessly embarrassed. They are unable to re- 
lieve themselves from the burdeas under which 
they groan. Their energies are paralyzed—their 
hopes and hearts are crushed beneath the pressure. 
Itis notan extravagant estimate to say that not 
fewer than two hundred thousand of our most ac- 
tive, intelligent, and enterprising citizens, from 
twenty-five to fifty years of age, are actual bank- 
rupts at this moment. Upon their indusiry and 
exertions depend the subsistence and comfort of at 
least a million more of their connections. Wives 
and children, brothers and sisters, fathers and mo- 
thers, share in the mortification and distress. The 
class of citizens to whom I allude, if relieved from 
their present condition—if emancipated from the 
debts which chain them down to the earth, would 
not only be enabled to support and educate their 
families, but to contribute to ihe enhancement of 
the weaith and prosperity of the country. The de- 
: sired relief can only be afforded by the passage of 
a general bankrupt law, embracing all, of what- 
ever pursuit, who require to be restored to a free 
exercise of their industry and their business fa- 
culties. 

Withouta measure of this kind, the debtor, whose 
' obligations are beyond his ability to pay, is left 
without means and without hope; an outcast and a 
reproach in the world; mortified, humiliated, 
shunned by others, and degraded in his own esti- 
mation; incapabie of holding up his head; his wife 
and children participating in the desolation of his 
feelings; suffering for want of bread, and with no 
light teyond the horizon to brighten their future 
prospects. 

Such a debtor is, indeed, doomed to drag out a 
miserable existence. The gloom of a despairiag 
mind casts a cloud over his whole life. His con- 
dition stimulates to intemperance. It preys upon 
his health and spirits. He is broken down in con- 
stitution and mind, and brought to a premature 
grave, leaving a widowed and an orphan family 
‘| in the depths of despondency. 
| The insolvent laws of the States afford no ade- 
í quate relief. They notonly take away all the ex- 
| isting preperty of the debtor, but subject all that he 
| 


may acquire hereafter to the payment of his past 
debts. They afford freedom to his person only 
| within the limits of his own State. If he has oc- 
|| casion to travel beyond its boundaries, be is lable 
|! to be pursued by the merciless creditor, aided by 
| the harpies of the law; to be arrested and impri 
| soned among strangers; his family outraged in their 
| feelings, and deprived of his services for their sub- 
sistence. 

The prccess of voluntary bankraptcy affords an 
effective and lasting relief to the debtor, upon the 
honest surrender of his effects for the benefit of his 
' creditors, and protects his fature acquisitions of 
property. He can begin the worid anew. 

The process of involuntary bankraptcy, con- 
fined to ihe merchant and trader, enables the cre- 
ditor to arrest the wasteful indiscretion and extra- 
vagauce of the debtor, and strengthens the security 
of the contract between them. It secures a more 
certain and fall discharge of the debt, and again 
leaves the debtor free to engage in his accastomed 
pursuits. Nor does this compulsory species of 
bankraptey, as applied to merchants and traders, 
_ prevent that class of citizens frem seeking the be- 
‘| nefit of the voluntary provision. Both the bill and 
‘| the substitute allow all persons to avail themselves 


i 
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tary bankruptcy is limited to merchants, for the 
mutual benefit of the creditor and debtor. The 
same reasons do not require the farmer te be sub- 
jected to this process from his creditor. 

In relation to banks, no other measure than a 
bankrupt law can be adopted by this Government, 
to secure a sound currency in bank notes to the 
ceuntry. Of the perfect power of Congress on 
“this point, and indeed over tke whole subject of 
bankrup'cy, he had never entertained the least 
doubt. Toe language of the Constitution is ez- 


plicit and unqualined, leaving no loop to hanga : 


question on. The excessive issues of banks, the 
evils of an irredeemable paper currency, the mis- 
chiefs of its ever varying value, can only be effec- 
taallv restrained and corrected by a law of bank- 
roptcy. He had the highest authori‘ies to sustain 
his position on this subject—authorities which had 
never been questioned. 

In answer to inquiries propounded to him by the 
honorable Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. CaL- 
HOUN,] then chairman of the Committee on Na- 
tional Currency in the House of Representatives, 
Mr. Dallas, the Secretary of the Treasury, in a re- 
port dated March 19, 1816, recommended the adop- 
tion of measures to secure the payment of the 
dues to the Government in specie, Treasury notes, 
or the notes of such banks as redeemed their bills 
with gold or silver. In that report, he said that, 
“if it ever should become necessary to increase the 
force of the measures which he had suggested, pro- 
vision might be made, under the constitutional 
power of Congress, to subject all banks and bank- 


ers, failing to pay their notes according to the terms | 
of the contract, to a seizure of their estates and ef- | 
fects for the benefit of their creditors, as in a case | 


of legal baokruptcy.” 


In a letter of Mr. Crawford, when Secretary of ` 


the Treasury, on fhe exportation of the coins of 
the United States, addressed to the Committee on 


Finance in the Senate, cn the 29ih of December, | 


1818, he says that, whatever may be the result of 
the experiment to preserve the convertibility of 


bank notes into current specie, until that experi- | 


ment is tried, 

“No legislative interference is conceived to be necessary, ex- 
cept for the enforcement of the obligation on the part of the 
banks to discharge their notes in specie when demanded. This 
can be mest certainly effected, by considering and punishing, 
as an act of bankruptcy, any attempton the part of a bank to 
Circulate its notes whilst it refuses to discharge tham in specie, 
or the notes of other banks in the same situation.” 


In a report made to the House of Representa- | 


lives, on the currency, the 12th of February, 1820, 
Mr. Crawford again says, that 
.“Whenever the 


nishing part of the circulation, a refusal or omission to dis- 


agency of banksshould be employed in fur- : 


charge their notes, on demand, in the national currency, should | 


be treated as an act of bankruptcy.’’ 


| 
| 
| 


These distinguished statesmen entertained no doubt | 


of the constitutionality of sucha measure. They 


believed it to be the only efficient check upon the 


tendency of the local banks to isSue and force a 
vicious carrency upon the country. 

. These are not the only authorities‘ia favor of 
applying the bankrupt principle to banks. In 
February, 1827, Mr. Branca, pending the bank- 
rapt bill in this body, moved to include banking 


corporations as fit subjects for the coercive and re- | 


straining operation of the bill. He said that the 
banks of the South had given circulation to a de- 
‘Preciated paper currency, which subjected the 
people to great losses, and that measures ought to 


be adopted io enforce a just disposition of their 
effects for the benefit of their numerous creditors. | 


Merchants and individual brokers had been brought 
within the pains and penalt:es of the bill; and why 
should not banking corporations, failing or refus- 
ing to redeem their debts, their. worthless paper, 
he subjected to the same 


consequences? Should | 


Shake the fabric of our liberties, and bring down 
Tuin upon some of the most meritorivus classes of 
the conntry. 

Mr. Smirn, of South Carclina, said that the 
amendment was a rational plan for the relief of the 
people. Banks refuse to pay their bills with im- 
punity, Wry should they be exempted, any more 
than individual bankers, or merchants, from the 
consequences? There was no difficulty in applying 
the principle of bankruptcy to banks. Their pre- 
sidents and directors, whenever they commit an 
act of bankruptcy, could as easily be subjected to 
the consequences jas any other individuals. They 


, are the responsible persons. More evils had sprung 


up from the conduct of the banks, than from the 
invasions of enemies, or from the commercial disas- 


, ters of Europe. They were the destroying angels, 
| Which had passed over our country with terror and 
, devastation. 


Congress legislate with a view to the weaker por- | 


tions of the community, and leave its laws silent, | 
or with the strength of the cobweb, as regarded , 


the stronger portions? Banks had weighed down, | 
with a merciless oppression, the community of ` 


which he was a member. Let the Senate lay the 
axe at the root of the evil, and pave the way to a 
cordial acceptance of a bankrupt law throughout 
the country, 
ing those arbitrary and aristocratic moneyed institu- 
tions, which were now privileged beyond the pale 
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by making it instrumental in restrain- | 


: to the State Legislatures than were merchants and | 
' others. To bring banks under a bankrupt law, |. 


; bankrupt, did not forfeit its charter. 
i effect of the amendment would be to compel the 


Mr. Barton coincided in the views which had 
been expressed in favor of the amendment. Banks 
were no more the objects of protection and care 


Was ho more an invasion of State sovereignty, 
than to bring the merchants and other citizens of 


the States under its operation. There was no dif- 


| ficulty in the case. 


Mr. Reep said, that to declare a bank tobe | 


The only 


banks to pay their debts. It did not affect the rights 
of the States. 
Mr. Van Boren and others opposed the amend- 


ment, on the ground that it was an interference _ 


with State sove:e'gnty, and an indirect way of pie- ` 


venting the States from granting bank charters. 
They maintained that the penalty of bankruptcy, 
in the case of banks, could be brought to operate 
on no person, the directors and officers being only 
their hired agents, and properly exempt from the 


penalty of bankruptcy. The amendment was voted | 


down; but it was sustained by the votes of such 
men as Mr. Macon, Mr. John Randolph, Mr. Ben- 
ton, Mr. Smith of South Carolina, Judge White of 
Tennessee, and Mr. Branch, renowned in the po- 
litical history of the country for their devotion to 
State rights and State sovereignty. Mr. Van Bu- 
ren has changed his views upon this subject. Ten 
years’ experience, the renewed suspension of specie 
payments by the banks in a state of profound peace, 
and the consequent derangement of all the pecuni- 
ary and financial affairs of the country, induced 
him, after he became President, to recommend to 
Congress the propriety and importance of a uni- 


form law concerning bankruptcies of corporations | 
and other bankers, as a salutary check on the issues | 


of paper money, and an effectual remedy to the 
citizea, in a way at once equal in all parts of the 
Union, and fully authorized by the Constitution. 
But, sir, I cannot concur in the idea, that the 
banks may be taken by the State Legislatures, in 
their discretion, from under the operation of the 
bankrupt law. Reflection has satisfied me that 
such a provision would not only, as has been just- 


ly said by the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Crir- -ii 


TENDEN,] destroy the uniformity of the law, but 
would defeat the end it has in view, so far as re- 
gards corporations. We have seen the influence 
exercised by banks over many of our State Legis- 
latures. We have seen their repeated suspensions 
of specie paymenis, their acts of insolvency, their 
violations of all their charter obligations, sanction- 
ed in the legislative halls of their respective States. 
We could not expect that the same influence would 
not be effective in inducing such similar State ac- 
tion as would take the banks from the operation of 
this law. It would then have failed to restrain ex- 
cessive issues.. It would have failed to prevent 
suspensions. It would have failed to secure to the 


ciple to them. It was not necessary. The Con- 
Stitution specified no particular class as entitled to 
the exclusive benefit of a law of bankruptcy; and 
it was only by a resort to professional and technical 
ingenuity, by a reference to the darker ages of Ve- 
nice and England, that snch a law was attempted. 
to be limited to the merchant and trader. If a bill 
So restricted should pass, it would not reach the 
evils under which the country was suffering. - It 
would be a partial law: it would be neither uni- 
form nor equal in its effects. The vivifying prin- 
ciple of relief ought to be extended to all; to the 
cottage of the farmer and the humble dwelling of 
the mechanic, as well as to the princely palace of 
the merchant. In the origin of the insolvent and 
bankrupt principle, it was first applied to the mass 
of the people. ‘The first insolvent law that was 
ever passed,” says an eloquent statesman, “was ap- 
plied by the conscript fathers of Rome. When the 
people refused to fight the enemy, because they 
were laboring under oppressive debts, a law was 
passed to relieve them from their obligations. They 
returned to their ranks, beat the enemy, and saved 
Rome.” The example of Republican Rome was 
entitled to more weight with us than that of either 
Venice or England. 
After all, Mr. President, with the public voice, 
and the cries of distress, which haye reached the 
bar of this Senate, vibrating on our ears; with the 
universal expression of public sentiment in my own 
State, and the unanimous vote of her Legislature 
on this subject, before me, I could not refrain from 
pressing the passage, before we adjourn, of some 
general bankrupt law, which will afford the relief 
to our suffering fellow-citizens, which their neces- 
sities, and the wants of the country, demand. No 
doubting the expediency of embracing both banks 
and the involuntary principle in the bill, and hav- 
ing no constitutional difficulties as to our power 
on the subject, I shall, in the first ptace, vote to in- 
clude both. The essential and most valuabie fea~ 
ture of any bankrupt act, is that which will enable 
the debtor to relieve himself, by a voluntary ap- 
plication for its benefit; and if I cannot obtain all 
that, in my judgment, a bill should embrace, I 


| shall feel compelled to vote for the best that can be 


obtained, if it shall be such as to secure the relief 
due to,a distressed and suffering peop'e. 


SPEECH OF MR. PIERCE, 
A OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, 

In Senge, Friday, May 1, 1840—Upon claims. 
for sgven years” half pay, and five years’ 

: upfler certain resolutions of the 

» Several bills for the relief of 

liam Williams, and others, beieg 

order of the day— 

Mr. PIERCE said: When these bills were post- 


i poned, and made the order for to-day, I hoped that 


I might be able to arrange, with somewhat more 


, System than other pressing engagements, and the 
| State of my health, have permitted me to do, the 


facts and views which I desired to present to the 
Senate. I have, however, examined the cases im- 
mediately under consideration, with such care, that 
I trust I shall be able to make my objections un- 
derstood. 

The few remarks, which I took occasion to sub- 
mit when the bills were reported from the com- 
mittee, may, I am sensible, have struck gentlemen 
as out of place, and somewhat teo sweeping in 
their character. My first object (doubting whether 
I'would be able to take any part in the debate) was 
to bring the claims, at that early stage, to the no- 
tice of other Senators, who, on former occasions, I 
knew had not been indifferent to the subject. How 
far facts, not controverted, and irresistible infe- 
rences, justify the remark then made—that among 


© all claims of this class that have been allowed by 
: Congress within the last thirty-four years, an 


people a solid paper currency. I would rather see ` 


the provision entirely stricken out, than that it 
should pass with a discretionary authority vested 
in the State Legislatures to relieve the banks from 
its operation. 

. In relation to the inclusion of farmers and me- 
chanics in a bankrupt bill, he entertained no diffi- 
culty. He would not apply the compulsory prin- 


those now pending in both Houses, hardly one can 


- be found haying any good foundation, either in law 


: A , to 
or in the broadest equity—I shall now attempt 

show. The first case upon the calendar, or SS 
all, are comparatively of little importance, a : 
though to liquidate them, will probably require no 


' alesssam than from $25,000 to $40,000; bat any 


f them is of vast consequence, as establishing 
pribcipion apon which we will legislate, and plac- 
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ing upon the statute book a precedent that will be 
followed by those who may come after us. [tis a 
fact as notorious as it is remarkable, that prece- 
dents are of no weigbt, when produced in favor of 
the Government, but almost conclusive against it. 
I have not, Mr. President, devoted my time to 
this question, without being fully aware of the 
great difficulty there is in gaining the attention of 
Senators to subjects of this nature. Out of this 
circumstance have unquestionably sprung some of 
the acknowledged and growing errors o° our legis- 
lation. The truth is, (and it may as well be told,) 
we are so much engrossed in the discussion of cer- 
taia leading abstract principles, or prominent poii- 
tical topics, which involve to no small extent the 
suceess of the two parties in this country, and cort- 
sequently excite the prejudices and pass.ons, and 
cali into exercise the vigorous exertions of both, 
that we have been careless in our legislation in 
matters of less apparent magnitude. This was 
especial'y the ease while the ‘lreasury was over- 


flowing, when the question was, where we could | 


appropriate; not what, in a free Government, it 
always should be, how we could economize? 


While we have stood like gladiators in the arena, © 


with foot advanced, and eye intent, whenever a 


subject having a political bearing has been moved, | 


we have bardly turned a careless ear to the pro- 
gress of private legislation, and uften have poured 
out our treasure in profusion, scarcely caring to 
inquire why or wherefore. 


in illastration of this, I will refer to the actof - 


March 3d, 1837, bearing the captivating, but false 
1iUe, of “An act for the more equitable administra- 
tion of the navy pension fund; an act, which I 
believe every man deplores; an act under which 


that noble fund, amotnting to more than eleven . 
heedred thousand dollars, has been, as it were in `. 


an instant, most shamefally dissipated, and pearly 
exhausted. Sir, I have never seen the first man 
iv this chamber, who professed to know when that 
bill passed. This is an individual case, a s'rcng 
care I admit; but who does not know of many 
similar cases of. less mrgnitude? 

To illastrate the importance of the general sub- 
ject of the claims of the heirs of Revolutionary 
officers for seven years’ half pay, and the commu- 
tation of five years’ full pay, I statenow in advance, 
afew striking frets, which I hope may have the 
effect to secure: the aftention of Senators for the 
little time that I propose to occupy the fl ior. From 
1794 to 189%, the first thirty-four years after this 
class of cases ceased to be allowed, and 
adjusted. at the Department, only four cares 
received the sanction of Congress——one in 
1799, one im 1808, one in 1812, and one in 1816 
From this last point of time tbe matter slambered for 
twelve years. Itis probable that no claims were 
presented; if they were, they were rejected, as they 
should have been. But aowcemmenscd a new 
order of things. The character of the evidence 
required to establish the rights was. modified. The 
burden of proof, instead of being left upon the 
claimant, was cast upon the Government, and the 
consequence has been precisely what a sensible 
man would expect, under the circumstances. We 
took a new departure, and we have gone on in an 
unehecked. career. The claims, instead of being 
diminished, have increa:ed in almostan arithmetical 
progression. In 1828, three bills were passed; in 
1830, five; in 1832, twelve; in 1833, eleven; in 1834, 
twenty-three; in 1836, eight; and in 1838, the last 
session when they were acted upon, twenty-four. 

Thus, although but four bills of this character 
received the sanction of Congress during the thirty- 
Sour years immediately afier the expiration of the 
jast extension act, you have from 1828 to 1838 in- 
clusive, passed eighly-siz bills, and paid out of your 
Treasury under them the sum of three hundred and 
thirteen. thousand eight hundred and three dol'ars and 
twenty-seven cents. These facts can hardly fa:l to 
strike Senators as extraordinary upon the face of 
them. Sill, if the claims were well founded, and 
the bills have been passed upon competent and 
satisfactory evidence of the fact, we ought, I admit, 
nat to balt, but to go forward; for the cases now 
before us are as good as those that have preceded 
them. All I ask is, that we pause here, and well 
ascertain the grounds npon whith we are proceed 


I peter 


ing—-that we pause now, betore we can see the end 
of the be.inning, aid cast a gace forwaid to 
ascertain what must b> the endinz, if we require 
the paro! evidence of tLe claimants, after this long 
lapse of time, to be rebuited by the record evidence 
of the Government. 

lam not insensible, Mr. President, ef the ad- 
vantages with which claims of this character al- 
ways come before Congress. They are supposed 
to be based upon services for which no man enter- 


taias a higher estimate than myself—services be- | 


yond all praise and aboveall price; but while warm 
and g'owing with the glorious recol'estions which 
a recurrence to that period of our history can 
never tail to awaken, while we cherish with min- 
gied emotions of pride and reverence, affection 
and gratitude, ihe memory ef those brave men 
who are no longer with us; while we provile with 
a liberal hand for such as survive, and fer the wi- 
dows of those who are deceased; while we world 
accord to the heirs, whether in the second or third 
generation, every de!lar to which they can es'a- 
blish a just claim, I trust we shall not, in the 
strong current of our sympathies, and in the full 
flow of generous feeling, forget what becomes us 
in our places here, as the deseendanis of snch men. 
They would teach us to legislate upon our judg- 
ment, uron our sober sense of right, and not upon 
our impulses or oursympathies. No, sir; we may 
actin this way, if we choose, when dispensing our 
own means; but we are not at liberty to do it when 
dispensing the means of our cons'itutuents. 

If we were tu legislate upon onr sympathies—yet 
more I will admit—if we were to yield to that 
sense of jast and grateful remuneration which 
presses itself upon every man’s heart, there would 
be searcely a limit for our bounty; the whole Ex- 
chequer could not answer the demand. To the 
patriotism, the courage, and the sacrifices, of the 
people of that day, we owe, under Providence, all 
that we now most highly prize, and what we shail 
transmit to our children as the richest legacy they 
can inkerit. The war of the Revolution, it has 


` been justly remarked, was not a war cf armies 
; merety—it was the war of nearly a whole peo- 


ple, and such a people as the wor'd had never 
before seen, in a death struggle for literty. 

The losses, sacrifices, and sufferings of that pe- 
riod, were common to all classes and all conditions 
oflife. Those who remained at home suffered 
hardly less than those who entered upon the active 
strife. 


“there were sudden partings, such as press 
The life from out young hearts.” 


In every par'§of the country, at the com- | 
' mencement of that struggle, and afierwards— 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Bill for the relief of Capt. Wm, Wilkams—Mr. Pierce. 


May, 1849. 
Senate. 


claim upon our gratitude, and are des.ined, ax I trust, 
to exert an ab ding irflaence, by the way of exam- 
ple, upon our latest pes‘erity. They have, how- 
ever, let it be remembered, nuthirg to do with our 
‘egislation on the present occasion. 

The claims come from heirs, and assume to be 
grounded upon an equitable administration of reso- 
lutions now barred by acts of imitation. This as- 
sumtion, I trust, we shall be able calmly and fairly 
to examine 

Ifthe officer came here in indigence, I could 


| hardly find it in my heart to withhold any bounty 
that might be necessary for the comfort of his de- 


clining years; but alas! sir, the men who per- 
formed the service, no longer present themselves 
at your door. And I desire here to prote-t against 
any special claim of their heirs to our sympathies. 
If they have right, acknowledge them when sub- 


' stantiated; but I, for one, shali give them no pre- 


ference from the mere circumstance that they are 
the children or descendanis of Revolutionary 
officers. It would be against the genius of the 
Government for which those men expen: ed their for- 
tunes, their energies, and many of them their lives. 
They intended that no superiority should be ac- 
knowledged for the man, except that which he es- 
tablished for himself. If the heir has sustained 
the chsracter of a gallant and worthy ancestor, he 


i willreap his reward as other men reap theirs for 


` ike conduct. 


If, with all the influence of sound 
instruction and elevated example, he has disgraced 


i’ a line of noble ancestry, so much the deeper the 


condemnation he will receive from a people, who 
acknowledge no clzims to consideration but those 
based upon individual merit and virtuous con- 
duct. 

Mr. President, sixty-yecrs have elapsed since 
the passage of the revolutions of the Continental 
Congress, which are the basis of these claims. 
The subject of making suitable provision for the 
(fficers of the army of the Revolution, was one of 


i the deepest and most intense interes', not only to 
| the officers themselves, but to the country generally, 


from 1778 down to the passage of the commula- 
tion resolution of 1753. y 
My ob:ervation at home, and still mofe my ex- 


| perience here, teaches me that individuals who 
i have substantial claims against the Governmeut, 


do not ofien remain long in ignorance of their 
rights. I desire to be informed how it has hap- 
‘pened that these claims have slumbered through 
this long period; and I demand a full and satisfac- 


| tory exp'anation of the delay. The noble men of 


The aged father and mother underwent not less : 


than the son, who would have been the comfort 
and stay of their declining years, now called to 


perform a higher duty—to follow the standard of ` 


his bleeding country. The young mother, with her 
helpless children, excites not less deeply oor sym- 
pathies, when we behold her contending with want, 
and dragging out years of weary and toilsome days 
and anxious nights, than the husband in the field 
following the fortunes of our arms, without the 
common habiliments to protect his person, or re- 
quisite sustenance to uphold his nature. Sir, I never 
think of that patient,endaring, self-sacrificing army, 
which crossed the Delaware in December, 1777, 
marching barefooted upon the frozen ground to en- 
counter the foe, and leaving blood upon their foot 
prints for miles, or their sufferings during the ter- 
rible winter of 1777 and 1778, without involuatari- 
ly inquiring where were then their families? Who lit 
up the cheerful fire upon their hearths? Who spoke 
to them the word of comfort and encouragemeni? 
Nay, sir; who furnished protection from the rigors 
of winter, and brought to them the necessary 
means of subsi<tence? 

The true and simple answer to these ques‘ions 
would disclose an amount ef suffering and anguish, 
mental and physical, such as might not have been 
found ia the ranks of our armies, even in the hour 
which most severely tried that fortitude, which 
never faltered, and the power of endurance, that 
seemed to know no limit. All this no man feels 
more deeply than I do; but they were common sa- 
crifices in a common cause, ultimately crowned 
with the reward of liberty. They have an everlasting 


that day understood perfectly the provision that 
had been made for them: it was made upon their 
own suggestion, and the earnest representations of 
General Washington in their behalf. 

These claims are of two classes, one under the 
resolutions of May 15, 1778, and August 24, 1780, 
which provided that seven years’ half pay should 
be given to the widows cr orphan children of offi- 
cers who had then died, or should thereafter die in 
the service, tHe other under the resolutions of Octo- 
ber 21, 1780, and of March 22, 1783. To avoid 
confusion, I shall consider particularly that large 
class of claims arising under the Jast, although my 
general remarks will be equally applicable to both. 

The resolution of October 21, 1780, at the se- 
cond important change that tock piace in the ar- 
rangement of the army after its establishment, pro- 
vided that the officers who were reduced by that ar- 
rangement, as well as the officers who continued to 
serve to the end of the war, should be entitled “to 
half pay during life.’ That this provision was 
made under very peculiar circumstances, is matter 
of history, to which it is uanscessary for me parti- 
cularly to advert. How it was received in the 
country, is known to every Senator. It was re- 
garded w.th jealousy and dissatisfaction, not 
only by the citizens, but by the soldiers, 
who, in their sphere, had endured equal hard- 
ships, made egual sacrifices, and encountered 
equal dangers. They looked upon it as establish- 
ing, prospectively, at that early period of the Re- 
public, a privileged and pensioned order, inconsise 
tent with the equal rights for which they had been 
contending, and at variance with the genius and 
spirit of such a Government as they hoped to see 
established and maintained. 3 - 
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Sir, the officers were neither insen{ible nor un- 
mirdfai of hi- feelns; they had mad» every sacri- 
fice for liberty; but there was a sacrifice they could 
not make; their fortunes, their lives, were compa- 
ratively nothing; but they cou'd never think of for- 
feiting the good opinion of the people, with whom 
and for whom they had served,for, as I have before 
observed, it wasa warof nearly a whole people; and 
this, as every body knows, was thesecret-of ultimate 
success—and this, asevery nation will know, shall 
be the grand guarantee of our liberty in every fu- 
ture contest, and in all coming time, against fo- 
reign foes. . 

They perceived what was the public sentiment, 
and, gallant, patriotic men as tbey were, they yield- 
ed to it; a compromise was the consequence—a 
compromise satisfactory to all men in ali stations. 
What was the moving cause of that compromise? 
A memorial from the offizers themselves, which I 
feel bound to notice, out of a deep reverence to the 
noble spirits that prompted it; as worthy of be- 
ing repeated not only here, but in the ear of every 
American citizen; as worthy of being contrasted 
with the memorials which, within the last ten years, 
have come here, complaining of distress, and ask- 
ing for relief in the midst of peace and security, 
afflaence and ease. This paper, with Gen. Knox 
as its first signer, breathes such sentiments as the 
following: 

“Humb!y sheweth, that we, the officers of the army of the 
United States, in behalf of ourselves and our brethren, the sol- 
diera, beg leave, with all proper deference and respect, freely 
to state to Congress,the supreme power of the United States, 
the great distress under which we labor. 

“At this period of the war, itis with peculiar pain we find 
oursel ves constrained to address your august body on matters 
of a pecuniary nature. We have struggled with our difficul- 
ties year after year, under the hope that each would be the 
last; but we have been disappointed. We find our embarrass- 
ments thicken so fast, and have become so complex, that many 
of us are unable to go farther. In this exigence, we apply to 
Congress for reiief, as our head and sovereign. 

“We complain that shadows have been offered to us, while 
the substance has been gleaned by others. 

“Our distresses are now brought toa point.’ We have borne 
all that men can bear. Our property is expended; our private 
resources are at anend; and our friends are wearied out and dis- 
gusted with our inceasant applications. We, therefore, most 
seriously and earnestly beg that a supply of money may be for- 
warded to the army as soon as possible. The uneasiness of the 
soldiers, for want of pay, isgreat and dangerous, and further 
experiments on their patience may have fatal effects. 

We regard the act of Congress respecting half pay, as an 
honorable and just recompense tor several years’ hard service, 
in which the health and fortunes of the officers have been worn 
down and exhausted. We see with chagrin the odious point 
of view in which the citizens of too many of the States endeavor 
to place the men entitled to it. We hope, forthe honor of hu- 
man nature, that there are none so hardened in the sin of in- 
gratitude as to deny the justice of the reward. We have reason 
to believe that the objection generally is against the mode only. 
To prevent, therefore, any altercations and distinctions which 
may tend to injure that harmony which we ardently desire 
may reign throughout the community, we are willing to com- 
mute thehalf pay pledged, for full pay for a certain number of 
years, or for a sum in gross, as shall be agreed to by the 
committee sent with this address. Andin this we pray, that the 
disabled officers and soldiers, with the widows and orphans of 
those who have expended, or may expend, their lives in the 
service of their country, may be fully comprehended. We 
also beg that some mode may be pointed out for the eventuai 
payment of those soldiers who are the subjects of thé resolu- 
tion of Congress of the 15th May, 1778.” 

. This memorial was dated at Cantonment, Hud- 
son river, }782. No immediate action of Congress 
followed, and in the month of March both the army 
and the country was thrown iuto the highest state 
of excitement and alarm by four publications, 
addressed by one of the most able men and power- 
ful writers of his time (himself an officer of rank) 
to his-brethren. He commences his first article 
thus: 


“A fellow soldier, whose interests and affections bind him 
strongly to you, whose past sufferings have been as great, and 
whose future fortune may be as desperate as yours, would beg 
leave to address you. 

“Like many of you, he loved private life, and left it with 
regret. He left it, determined to retire from the field with the 
necessity that called him to it, and not till then—not tili the 
enemies of his country, the slaves of power, and the hirelings 
of injustice, were compelled te abandon their schemes, and ac- 
knowledge America as terrible in arms as she had been humble 
in remonstrance. With this object in view, he has jongshared 
in your toils and mingled in your dangers. He has felt the cold 
hand of poverty without a murmur, and has seen the insolence 


of wealth without a sigh. But, too much under the direction of | 


his wishes, and sometimes weak enough to mistake desire for 
opinion, he has till lately, very lately, 
his country. He hoped, that asthe clouds of advei sity scat- 
tered, and as the sunshine of peace and better fortune broke in 
upon us, the coldness and severity of Government would relax, 
and that,more than justice, that gratitude would blaze forth upon 
these hands which had upheld her in the darkest stages of her 

assage from impending servitude to acknowledged indepen. 

lence, But faith has its limite as well as temper, and there are 
points beyond which neither can be ‘stretched, without sinking 
jnto cowardice, or plunging into credulity, 


i 


t 


believedin the justice of | 


woe T 


fem 


“Let it be represented in language that will neither dishonor 
you by ils ruleness, nor betray you by its fears, what has been 
promised by Congress, and whai has been periormed—how 
long and how pauently you have suffered —how little vou bave 
asked, and how much of tht little has b en denied. Tellthem 
that though you were the first, and would wish to be the last, to 
encounter danger; though despair itself can never drive you 
into dishonor, it may drive you from the field; that the wound, 
often irritated, and never healed, may at length become incura- 
ble; and that the slightest mark of indignity from Congress now 
must operate like the grave, and part you ‘orever; that in any 
political event, the arrny has its alternative. If peace, that 
nothing shall separate you from your arms but death; if war, 
that courting the auspices, and inviting the direction of your il- 
lustrious leader, you will retire to some unsettled country, 
smile in your turn, and ‘mock when their fear cometh on.’ ”? 

This was foilowed by other and yet more inflam- 
matory appeals, urging the officers not to lay aside 
their swords until suitable provision should be 
made, Whether necessary or not, itis well known 
that all the energy and moral power of the Com- 
mander-in-chief was promptly put forth to silence 
murmurs and restore tranquillity. This is striking- 
ly shown by his address, delivered to the officers as- 
sembled cn the 15th March, 1783. Atthis meet- 
ing General Gates presided, and the resolutions 
which were unanimously adopted on the occasion 


| justified the confidence that had been reposed in 


the most brave, chivalrous, high-toned, and de- 
voted band of men, who ever drew swords ina 
common cause. The sixth resolution is in the fol- 
lowing words: 

“Resolved, unanimously, That the officers ofthe American 
army view with abhorrence, and reject with disdain, the infa- 
mous propositions contained in a laie anonymous address to the 
officers of the army; and resent, with indignation, the secret at- 
tempts of some nnknown persons to collect the officers together 
in a manner totally subversive of all discipline and good order.” 

I have been thus particular for two reasons: first, 
because it is well to be refreshed in this history, so 
honorable to the cause, and to the distinguished ac- 
tors in that mighty drama; and secondly to show 
that it is not in the nature of things, that the provi- 
sions of the resolution of March, 1783, adopted in 
the midst of this high excitement and intense soli- 
citude, could have escaped the notice of any of- 
ficer embraced in its purview. 

Now, sir, I pause here to inquire of the honora- 
ble Senator who reported these bills, what are the 
rules of evidence which have guided the action of 
the committee in deciding upon applicati:-ns of this 
characte? 

(Mr. Sturazon replied, that when the officer, or 
the heirs of the officer, proved satisfactorily, by 
parol, or record evidence, that the officer was re- 
duced by the arragement of 1780, or that he served 
to the close of the war, and the Government could 
not produce evidence of payment, the committee 
reported a bill.] : 

On these grounds, then, the committee presume 


| non-payment; and it is to this presumption that I 


object, as both dangerous and unjust. So extremely 
probable is it that all claims fouaded in right have 
been adjusted, and so fallible and uncertain, at 
best, is all human testimony, after a lapse of sixty 


‘| years, that I believe every gentleman will concur 


with me in saying, that we ought to require the 
cause of this long delay, especially when the claim- 


; ant relies upon parol evidence, to be established by 


testimony ciear, explicit, and satisfactory, and this 


| without any reference to the peculiar and unfortu- 
; Nate condition of the Government, 1n consequence 


of the ravages of the elements. 

To test more thoroughly the propriety of this 
presumption, which the committee assume, at the 
threshold, in favor of the claimants, let us consi- 
der, for a moment, not what would be the legal, 
for they come here for the very reason that they 
are without law,) but what is the natural and com- 
mon sense pre:umption. 

The first point to be noticed is, that ample provi- 
sion was made, and the most convenient mode 
adopied, fer the adjustment of the claims, under 
the resolution of March 22, 1783. At the close of 
the war, they were setiled as the monthly pay of 
the officers was settled, and usually in the same 
account. The paymaster general was authorized 
and directed to adjust them by issuing cei tifica'es, 
which were to bear interest of six perceat. But, 
more than this: commissioners were appointed to 
go into the several States, and to give public notice 
of the times and places of their sitting, and the 
districts within which they settled accounts; 
and it was supposed that certificates were 
universally granted in 1764. Why should 


- 
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1t not have heen so? They were gedy, 
bpon application, and the produciion .f the regui- 
site ev:dence—not ready al an uncerta:n time, and 
atremote points, but brought, as it were, to their 
very doors, and with public not ce. That any offi- 
cer within the limits of the United States, and in 
the possession of his faculties, could have been 
ignorant of the provisions of the resolution of 1783, 
and his rights accruing under it, no man can beso’ 
credu. us as to believe. Whenever there has been 
any action upon pensions and kindred subjects ia 
latter times, how long a period has elapsed before 
that action, whether favorable or un faverab'e, has 
reached the dweliing of every survivor of that no- 
ble band? The commissioners to whom I have 
before referred, were furnished with the record evi- 
dence, and all the necessary papers relating to the 
lines of the several Siates to which they were re- 
spectively assigned. Further than this: to bring 
the matter toa close, and stimulate the officers, 
who still had unsettled claims, to a speedy adjust- 
ment, a resolution was passed by Congress declar- 
ing that all claims not presented before August 1, 
1786, should be forever barred. But this is not 
all: upon the supposition that here and there an 
honest claimant might, by some casualty, have 
been precluded from obtaining his rights, in July, 
1787, another term of one year was given for their 
presentation; and on the 27h March, 1792, an act 


ii Was passed suspending the operation of the limita- 


i tion acts for two years. 


Under this extension, re- 
maining claims, or such as were presented, were 


` adjusted at the Treasury Department by.what was 


then termed certificates of registered debt. Is it 
within the bounds of probability—nay, is it pose 
sible—that any claims should have been withheld, 
after this period, if they were ever intended io be en- 
forced? It is to be recoliected, that during this 
eleven years, it was not as it unfortunately now is. 
There was not only the record evidence, but there 
were hosts of living witnesses to supply any defi- 
ciency, both among the officers with whom the 
claimants served, and the soldiers whom they com- 
manded. Men engaged in the same noble cause, 
and serving in the same camp, were no strangers 
to each other. Never, perhaps, was there a band 
united by such ties ot affection, and confidence, 
and intimacy. The links that bound men together 
then, exist not now. Their close relations and 
friendships were of a character which, perhaps, 
from our very natures, can only be formed and 
established amid the mutual dangers and privations 
of a eamp, where, as in this case, Pgenius and honor 
and unshaken valor, were pledged to the support of 
a nation’s rights. Every important fact, and éve- 
ry incident of the eventful struggle through which 
they had. just passed, must have been fresh and 
vivid in the recollection of all. Nothing could 
have been involved in doubt. Nothing need have 
been left to presumption. i 
Thus far in my argument I have not adverted 
particularly to the unfortunate and unprotected 


| condition of the Govergment, in consequence of the 


destruction of that documentary evidence, which, 
forty years ago, might have been readily and tri- 
umphantly appealed to, to refute these claims. To 
show the extent of this loss, I read an extract from 
a letter of the Third Auditor, dated January 21, 
1840, in answer to certain inquiries as to the mode 
of settlement, and the evidence of payment of the 
seven years, half pay, under the resolution of Au- 


gust 24, 1780. 

“The claims for the seven years’ half pay guarantied by the 
resolution of Congress ofthe 24th August, 1780, never were ad- 
justed by the Paymaster General and Commissioner of Army 
Accounts, nor by the accountant of the War Department, the 
records of whose offices now form a part of the records of this 
office—that is, all that were saved from the burning of the War 
Office shortly after the removal of the Government to Washing- 
ton, andthe burning of the public buildings in August, in 1814. 
I mention this in order that it may be seen that the facts which 
I shall state in my report on the foregoing inquiries, have eae 
derived from other sources than the records of this o ihe 
Ifaving made this explanation, I have to state in respect G i e 
first branch of the first of the foregoing inquiries, that rite 
from a report, made to the House of Repr: Serie Olat of 
United States by the Secretary of War, ynder de Pa aze 
February, 1798, (See vol. Claims, American 9ta pers, pag 


fo gn ı time on file inthe War 
70, doc. No. 35 ) that there was at es ficers, and the sums paid 


i f the names 0 d 

A aA ophang which had been fi urnished by the so 
veral States to the old Congress oF the presen Sore nmen, 

t made by the States under that clanse ion 

Ley Cong 780, which recommended to 

oa account of the Uni, 
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ted States, the seven years’ half pay ted by said reaolution. 

lista or returns so made by the States have. it is supposed, 
the burning of the War office soon after the remo- 
val of the ent to Washington, or y the subsequent 
barning ofthe public buildings in August, 1S14.” 

Thas it is manifest that with regard to one class 
of these claims—those for seven years’ half pay— 
the Government is whelly unprotected, the evi- 
dence of payment having been destroyed, among 
other archives, by fire. In this state of things, 
what is there to prevent all the claims em- 
braced in the resolution of August 24, 1780, 
from being again brought forward, and prosecuted 
with success under the rule adopted by the com- 
mitee? With regard to the commutation claims, 
the Government is hardly in a better condition; for 
although there is evidence as to who were paid, there 
is little satisfactory evidence to show who were enti- 
lted to be paid; for we are informed by Mr. Gallatin 
as early as December, 1810, that “ihe original 
muster rolls aad pay rolls of the Revolutionary 
army, tegether with the personal settlements of pay- 


masters and pay-agents, were, with afew excep- | 


tions, destroyed by fire, for which reacon, itis not 


reeived how it would be practicable, as it relates | 
to the sam which might have been originally | 


due, and to the partial payments which may have 
been made, to devise efficient guards and checks, 
in case of the removal of the statute of limitations, 


as to unsettled claims for personal services ren- | 
dered in the army of the United States daring the . 
Revolutionary war.” If those pay rolls and muster 


rolls were now in existence, the Senate wou!d not 
have been troubled with the remarks which I have 
thonght it my duty to submit, because the claims 
would never have been here. With regard to 
suspending the operation of the limitation acts, 
subsequently to 1794, there seems to have been 
but one sentiment, and that pervades all the Exe- 
cutive and Congressional docaments at that early 
day, when the whole matter was perfectly under- 


stood. 

I take the liberty to refer to a very clear and 
satisfactory report upon the subject, made by Mr. 
Dwight Foster frem the Committee on Claims, and 
communicated to the House of Representatives, 
February 24, 1797. After giving a succint history 
of the legislation upon the subject, the committee 
say: 

‘Tt was essential to the | sobs administration that the extent 
of just demande upon the Government should be, within a rea- 
sonable period, i ascertained. lt was essential to pub- 
lie safety and to right, in relation to the whole community, 
that all unsettled claims should be made known within a ume 
when there were yct means of proper Investigation, and after 
which the public responsibility should terminate, and the pos- 
sibility of charging the Government by collusive and fictitiens 
contracts should beatan end. The justice as well as policy 
of acte of limitation, under such circumstances, cannot be 
doubted. The situation of no country ever presented a more 
ciear necessity for, or a more competent justification of, pre- 
cautions of that nature. And all the reasons for adopting them 
eperate te recommend unusual caution in departing from them, 
with the addition) force of this circumstance, that the subse- 
quent lapse of time has increased the difficulties of a due ex- 


If, in 1797, before any of your records were de- 
stroyed, “unusual caution, was considered necessary, 
because the “lapse of time had increased the diffi- 
calties of a due examination,” what vigilance is 
demanded at our hands in 1840, with a large por- 
tion of your Revolutionary archives lost forever, 
and those which remain broken and ansatisfactory?* 

“We have nothing to do with the va'ue of these 

i which from time to time were received 
in payment by the officers. It is notorious that 
they were comparatively without value in the 
hands of the original holders; but this argament, if 
good for any thing, is good for the whole, and would 
demand a general law for the repayment of all the 
claims. 

This subject was elaborately and satisfactorily 
discussed in speeches and reports at the Istses- 
sion, 21st Congress, when provision was made 
for those officers who were entitied to half pay for 
life, under the resolution of 1780, and for the non- 
commissioned officers and soldiers, who enlisted 
for and served to the close of the war. That dis- 


*stract from the report of the Accountant of the War De- 
partment, to the Becretary of War, dated 6th of Februry, 1801. 


The Accountant of the War Department reports, agreeably to 
the nest of the Secretary of War, in conformity with the 
resol of the House of ntatives, of the 2d February, 


1901, as far as reiatesto loss ascertained in his office, in the 
hauss occupied by the War Department, destroyed by fire on 
she evening of the Sh Novembes, 1900. That the papers do- 
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cussion ıs far from affording support to this presump- 
tion, which has more recently tound lavor in both 
Houses of Congress. Icast no censure upon the heirs 
ot Revolutionary officers whose claims are multiply- 
ing here to such an alarming extent. They un- 
doubtedly come with an honest belief that they afe 
prosecuting equitable claims. 
prised of the facts with which it is cur duty to be 
acquainted; and they are called upon and urged 
forward by unscrupulous agen's, who have had ac- 
cess to yvur Depertments and unders'and the mu- 
tilated state of your records—agents, some of whom, 
I have reason to believe, first plunder the Govern- 
ment, and then plunder the heir. 1 weil recollect, 
in the year 1833 or 1834, while passing some time 
at the house of a Revolutionary officer, to have 
been present when a letter was handed to him, 
which excited, manifestly, in his mind, no little as- 
tonishment: it was addressed to “Lieu!.————, or 
his heirs or legal representatives,” &c. The title 
was one which he had earned from the.ranks, but 
with which he had not for many years been sa- 
luted. He broke the seal, and found that it was 
from one of these gentlemen agents, who informed 
him that he was entitled to commutation, and that 
he would undeitake to procure it for him for the 
moderate compensation of twenty-five per cent. on 
the amount that shou'd be obtained. “I (said the 
venerable man) know more about that matier than 
the writer of thisletter. I received a certificate for 
my commutation and receipted for it—it was com- 
paratively valueless to me, because my necessities 


: compelled me to part with it for a trifle;” and he 


then adverted to the annuity which he was receiv- 
ing under the act of 1828, and which he regarded 
as payment for what he should have received in 
1784 in cash. I perfectly remember the opinion 
which he expressed at that time, that every officer 
who was entitled to the commutation and ever in- 
tended to avail himself of it, was settled with be- 
fore 1794. 

Much light has been thrown upon this subject, 
by records obtained from abroad, within the last 
few years; and a gentleman abundantly competent 
to the task, to whom I am indebted for very inte- 
resting and important information, (Hon. Hi'and 
Hall, of Vermont,) has given to the Virginia 
claims of this character a patient and thorongh in- 
vestigation; and the remarkable resu!t is, that he is 
now able to show, by decumentary and other evi- 
dence, that not one of the twenty-nine cases from 
that State, provided for by acts of Congress, since 
1828, have any good foundation.{ The truth is, 
these claims from Virginia are like claims from 
other sections of the oountry—groundless. 

So much for my genera! views upon this sub- 
ject of commutation and seven years’ half pay. 

If I do not greatly err, these considerations, di- 
rected against the whole class, so far from being 
weakensd, will be fortified, by a careful examina- 
tion of every individual claim now pending in both 


stroyed were thoss only which had been lodged in the 3d story of | 


the ilding, and consisted as follows, viz: 
elating to the Accounts of the Old Army. 

Several cases containing muster and pay rolls, others con- 
taining accounts and vouchers of sundry Pay-Masters and 
Agents for paying troops, and one case containing individual 
settlements, made by the late Paymaster General and Com- 
missioner of Army Accounts. i 

These ra could only be of use in the examination of 
claims, for services prior to the establishment of the present 
Government, which, if not already settled, are all barred and 
foreclosed, by acts of limitation. The loss will therefore not 
‘materially aifect the unsettled account of the United States. 


DEPARTMENT OF War, 
Accountam’s Office, October 27, 1814. 

Sin: In compliance with the resolution of the House of Re- 
presentatives of the 24th inet. this day transmitted to me from 
your office, directing the Secretaries of the several Depart- 
ments, and the Postmaster General, to communicate to the 
House such information as may be in their power, in relation to 
the destruction of official books and papers in their respective 
Departments, in consequence of the incursions of the enemy in 
the month of August, 1314, &c. Ihave the honor to state, that 
the books and papers belonging to this office were removed at 
the time above mentioned, and ae now ina state of safety, ex- 
cepting a part of the rs and army accounts appertaining to 
tee Revolutiona’ war, which had been saved from the flames, 
on the bur@ing of the house occupied by the War Department 
in 1900. When the books and papers of this office were re- 
moved, as before mentioned, it was not practicable to obtain 
conveyance for all; it was, therefore, determined to leave the 
old papers and army accounts, a8 the loss of those (if any loss 
should happen) would be attended with less inconvenience than 
of any other papers. , 

They were in the fire proof room of the office, at the time of 
the incursion of the enemy, and when the building was burnt, 


They are not ap- | 


` on the invalid rel}, un 
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Houses of Ccnegress. I will examine, in as little 
time as possible, those which are the special order 
on the present cecasion. 

The first case is that of the heir of Captain Wil- 
liam Williams, to which there are several objec- 
tions; but Ihave troubled the Senate so lung, that I 
ought in each case to notice but one or two, which 
to my mind are conclusive. It is hardly 
necessary for me to repeat that, in all these 
cases, after this lapse of time, (sixty years,) Ire- 
gard a satisfactory explanation of the delay as the 
first step to be taken by the applicants. This the 
petitioner has failed to furnish; but the Third Au- 
ditor has, to my mind, done it in a most satisfactory 
manner. In his letter of February 17, 1838, ad- 
dressed to my friend, the late lamented Judge 
White, he says: 

“It now appearing, from the petition and commission granted 


by Congress, under date of the 13th July, 1779, that Captain 
William Williams was an officer ‘in the corps of invalids,’ the 


:: records in relation to that corps have been examined, and it is 


found that certificates were issued in favor of Captain William 


| Withams, for his pay, to the 4th of November, 1783, (the end 
` of the war;) but none appear to have been then issued for hia 
: commutation, which cannot be accounted for, as the Colonel 


and severa! other officera of the corps received theirs, unless he 
declined receiving them, witha view of having his name placed 

der the resolves of Congress of the 7th 
June, 17-5. This latter course seems to have heen pursued by 
Captain Leonard Coopet, who served as an officer of said corps 
to the end of the war, and was paid to the same period that Cap- 
tain Williams was paid—say 4th November, 1783.” 

Now, sir, that Capt. Williams was entitled to 
five years’ fall pay, or to be placed upon the inva- 
lid roll under the resolution of 1785, I entertain no 
doubt; but which, at that period of his life, unem- 
barrassed in his circumstances, would he, as a dis- 
creet and sensible man, have selected? Precisely 
that which was chosen by Captain Cooper, and un- 
doubtedly by himself. Prior to 1789, there is no 
record evidence to show who were placed upon the 
pension roll, and I infer, from the papers, that 
Capt. Williams’died prior to that period. Herce, 
sir, the presentation ot this claim—the want of re- 
cords. Captain Williams received his certificate 
fur his pay in November, 1783, as the other officers 
of the regiment did, who a'so received at the same 
time their commutation. Why did he not receive 
his? Why has his commutation claim slumbered 
through fifty years, but for the reason that, like his 
companion, Capt. Cooper, he chose to be placed 
upon the invalid roll. All I have to say is, that 
the inference of the Auditor is natural and sensi- 
ble, and there is no attempt to explain or rebut it. 

The next claim in order is that of the heirs of 
Dr. John Ramsey, and is for the seven years’ 
half pay promised under the resolve of Congress of 
August 24, 1780. 

It would be easy to show, by the construction of 


` the half-pay resolutions of October 3 and 21, 1780, 


that he was not entitled; but I prefer to answer this 
application by reading a report on a bill for the re- 


| lief of Surgeon David Gould, made July 5, 1790; 


for I cannot believe that we have gained any spe- 

cial wisdom in this matter during the fifty years 

that have intervened: 

“ad Sess. 1st Congress—Report of the committee on the bill— 
David Gould, July 5, 1790. , 

“The committee appointed to consider the ‘bill to satisfy the 
claim of the representatives of David Gould, deceased, 
against the United States,’ report : i 

“That the resolution of Congress of May 15, 1778, granting 
half-pay for seven years to military officers commissioned by” 
Cengreas, and the resolution of August, 1780, extending the pre- 
ceding resolution to widows and orphan children of such mili- 
tary officers as shall die in the service, do not include the hos. 


they remained uninjured by the flames. But the room havir& 
been entered by some persons soon after the building was de-” 
stroyed, the papers were deranged, and many of them un- 

donbtedly destroyed or carried away at that time; but it is not 

possible to identify those which may have been thus destroyed. 

When the public papers were brought back to the city of 

Washinston, the remainder of those papers (by far the larger 

part of the whole) were removed to the House now occupied 

as the Accountant’s Office. 

It is not probable that the loss of those papers can have any 
effect in the adjustment of the unsettled accounts of the United 
States, as the claims (if any) which might arise under them, 
have been éarred by act of limitation. 

With very great respect, 
I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
TOBIAS LEAR. 


The Hon. SECRETARY oF WAR. 


tAt this point, several cases were introduced, where large 
sums had been paid by the Government, under special acts of 
Congress, and in which incontestable record evidence was stated 
to show that they were without foundation, either in law o: 
equity; but, as those and many more similar cases are present 
in the able and elaborate report of Mr. Hall, published Ft 
the debate, [House Doc, No. 436,] that is respecifully re(%g 


to. 
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pital departments of the army, nor the widows and orphans of 
that description of officers. And as the grant in this bill ap- 
pears to be founded on those resolutions, the committee are of 
opinion, that to agree to this bill would be implicidly acknow- 
ledging a claim not founded in contract, and, by its precedents, 


might open the door for numerous applications for gratuities | 


not stipulated by the resolves of Congress. Therefore that the 
bilt ought to be disagreed to in Senate.” . 

This report, as appears by the journal, was 
adopted by the Senate without a division. 

I am sure I might well enough rest the cbjections 
to the claim of the heirs of Dr. Ramsey here; but 
I wi!] now show that if “ the hospital departments” 
were embraced in the provisions of the resoluticn 
of 1780, Dr. Ramsey was not of the number in- 
cluded. Ina letter of April 24, 1840, the Third 
Auditor says: 

& Since writing to you yesterday, I have had reference to a 
list of payments made by the State of Virginia, to the officers 
of her State line and navy, (which list is on file in the Pension 
Office,) and I find theretrom that John Rumsey was seitled 
with on the 4th of July, 1783, as a Surgeon in the State line. 
It consequently follows that his widow was not entitled to the 
seven years’ half pay granted by the resolution of Congress of 
the 24th August, 1780, to the widows and children of such offi- 
cers of the Continental army as should die in the service.” 


Comment is unnecessary, when, as ia this case, 
the claim is doubly refuted. 


Dr. Frederick Seigle. 
ceding case, seven years, half pay. The general 
objection stated in the case of Dr. Gould in 1790, 
obtains equally here. But I desire to notice one or 
two things in the printed report before me. 
stating the general grounds of the claim, the com- 
mittee adduce certain testimony, and they say: 

“Ist. A certified copy’of papers filed in the Executive De- 


partment of Virginia, at Richmond, showing that it was proved į 
in Frederick county court, in August, !734, by a certificate of | 


General Muhlenburg, that Frederick Seigle was Surgeon to 
the &h Virginia regiment, and died in service; also, the certifi- 
cate of Captain Thomas Barry, of the same regiment, to the 
same facts, dated March 29, 1797.” 


_ Sir, if I had no other ground for doubt, this first 
„item of evidence would be sufficient to induce me 
to call for a full and satisfactory explanation. For 
_what. purpose was this testimony 
1784, but to establish this claim of Dr. Seigle to 
the seven years’ half pay? And if taken for that 
purpose, why was it not successful? Again: the 
_ commitiee have, among the items of their testimony, 


- the following: - 
“Sth. A letter from the Third Auditor of the Treasury, show- 


ing thatthe seven years’ half pay promised to the widow and ji 


orphans has not been paid, in the case of Dr. Seigle, by the 
United States.” 

Now, Mr. President, notice if you please what 
the Third Auditor does say; and I introduce it, not 
to meet this fifthitem of testimony, but to show the 

_yeason why the testimony set forth in the first item 
taken in the Frederick county court canaot be avail- 

‘ing. ln bhis letter of the 17th January, 1837, ad- 
„dressed to the chairman of the Committee on Re- 
volutionary claims, the Third Auditor says: 

“In reply, I have to state that I have carefully examined all 
the records in this office, including such of the original muster 
rols of the eighth Virginia regiment, as have been preserved 


without finding any evidence that Dr. Frederick Seigle rendere 
any service in that regiment as a surgeon. I have also cx- 


amined registers of payments on file in the pension office made 


by the State of Virginia to her Continental and State lines; but | 


the name of Dr. Seigle does not appear on either of them. 


There is, therefore, no record evidence here either of the ser- | 


vices or death of Dr. Seigle.” 


This is theletter of the Auditor referred to in the j 


- fifth item of testimony above cited; and I must be 
poraa to say, that it appears. to me not to have 
een set forth in all fairness; but it shows one thing 
- very clearly—the reason why this evidence taken in 
Frederick court, in 1784, was nut deemed suffi- 
‘cient; but of this there is still more evidencein the 
leter of the Auditor, under date of January 31, 
1837, in the following words: : 
_ “I have the honor to state, in reply to your letter of the 30th 
instant, that it appears ftom the records in this office, that Cor- 
nelius Baldwin was a Surgeon in the eighth Virginia regiment, 
from the 20th of May, 1777. There are no rolis of the eighth 
- regiment on file in this office, subsequent to December, 1779, 
up to which ume Dr. Baldwin appears to have been the sur- 
geon of that regiment. Dr. Baldwin served to the end of the 
war, and received commutation, but the final settlement that 
was made with him does not show what regiment he was at- 
tached to when the war closed. The presumption, however, 
is, that he continued in the eighth regiment. The records do 
not show any other other surgeon to have belonged to that regi- 
ment atany time during the war.” 

A bill for the relief of Ensign James McCrory, 
of the Sth regiment North Carolina line, for com- 
mutation. A 

I have examined the papers in vain to 
find any satisfactory evidence that he was.entitled 


under the resolves of 1780 and 1783. The only 


` resignation at that time. 


After ` 


taken in | 
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documentary evidence of his ever having been a 
continen‘al officer, is furnished by the certificate of 
the Secretary of State of North Carolina, showing 
that he was appoinied Ensign in the 9th regiment 
May 2d,1777,and omitted from the roll of the regi- 
ment in January, 1778. The natural inference 
from this fact would be, that he left the service by 
The explanation which 
he himself gives of his leaving the service is, that 
when the nine North Carolina regiments were re- 
duced to three, he became a supernumerary. Tiis 
was in the fall of 1778; and if he did become a su- 
pernumerary at that time, his claim is clearly un- 
founded, as none who left the service prior to the 
reduction of the army under the provisions of the 
resolutions of October, 1780, were entitled to that 
provision. The parol testimony, taken in 1820, 
and on which McCrory seems to have obtained 
his land allowance from North Carolina, appears 


; insufficient to show a continuance of his service to 


the end of the war in the continental line. A por- 


! tion of it is stated to have been in the nine months’ 
u service; the residue was probably in the militia. 


The next bill is that for the relief of the heirs of || Espeticace has. snow Ahar ltile relsuce i 10 pe 


They claim, as in the pre- | 


placed on parol testimony, taken forty years after 


| the alleged service, especially when it is contra- 


dicted by the fact of the dropping of the name of 
the officer from the roll of the army long before the 
close of the war. 


which is contradicted by documentary evidence, 


| and that no reason whatever is assigned for the 


ong delay. 


The only remaining case to be considered on the | 


present occasion, is that of the representatives of 


‘+ John Jordan, and I have only examined the papers |! 


so far as to ascertain, that he was a Captain in the 
corps of artillery artificers; because it appears 
from decisions as early as 1785, that the ancestor 
was not embraced in the provisions of what are 
familiarly denominated the commutation resolu- 
tions. The petition of Captain John Jordan was 
early referred to the commissioner for settling ar- 
my accounts, and o» the 9ih of August, 1785, the 
commissioner reported, “That there are no exist- 
irg resolutions of Congress, in his opinion, on 
which the petitioner can found a claim of thecom- 
mutation, in lieu of the half pay for life, and 
therefore, if such a grant should be made, it will 
be necessary to ad pt a new principle respecting 
the corps of artifice:s.” An appeal, it seems, was 
taken from the commissioner to Congress, and on 
the 19th of October, 1785, a committee of the 
House of Representatives made a report confirm- 
ing the decision ot the commissioner. They de- 
clare, in the conclusion of their report, ‘That the 
officers in the late corps of artificers, in the service 
of the United States, are not entitled to half pay, 
or to commutation of half pay.” 

In 1788 the Seerctary of the Department of War 
declares, “That this decision respecting artificers, 
was conformable to the several resolves of Con- 
gress, respecting the objects of the half pay.” 

In 1790, the subject was brought to the notice of 
General Knox, then Secretary of War, and on the 
19ih of March, in that year, he communicated a 
letter to the Flouse of Representatives, in which he 
refers to the report of the Committee of the House, 
before adveried to, and says: “That the sa'd deci- 
sion appears to the Secretary of War to have been 
conformable to the several previous resolves of 
Congress, relative to the object of half pay; and 
that the same ought to be final” That among the 
eighty-six bills passed since 1828, a precedent may 
be found for each of the cases we have now con- 
sidered, there is little doubt; but I trust the Senate 
wiil net deliberately reverse, in favor of represent- 
atives, decisions thus solemnly made, and again 
and again affirmed nearly sixty years since against 
the ancestor. : 

If any apology be necessary for the time I have 
occupied, it will be found in the importance ef the 
question, both to the Government and the claim- 
ants, and in the fact that, at the last session, thirty- 
six claims of this character obtained favorable re- 
ports in the two Houses of Congress, but having 
received no final decision, will come up again. be- 
fore the adjournment to demand at least one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars from your Treasu- 


It will be observed in this case. 
: that the claimant relies solely upon parol evidence, 
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ry. I thank Senators for the patient attention with 
which they have listened to me upon a subject 
hitherto regarded with so much indifference, and I 
am the mcre gratified, because I cannot but regard 
the diligence and care given to the various reports 
made to this body during the present session, how- 
ever unimportant in the amount involved, as a new 
era in the history of our private legislation; an era 
from which, as I trust, is to commence a system of 
just, but rigid economy. No men discourse so 
elaborately of extravagance and profusion as the 
members of the two Houses of Congress, and yet, 
as every intelligent citizen knows, the very thing 
comp'ained of has iis origin in this Capitol. 
Whether the event will show that I have been able, 
on this occasion, to contribute any thing in the way 
of arresting an increasing and unwarrantable drain 
upcn the Treasury, is perhaps doubtfal; but no re- 
sult can deprive me of the consciousness of having 
discharged a duty due to the honest and tax paying 
people who sent me here. 


er EE a a a a 
SPEECH OF MR. CLIFFORD, 
OF MAINE, 

In the House of Representatives, April 24, 1840—In 
Committee of the Whole, on the General Ap- 
propriation bill. 

Mr. CLIFFORD desired to make a few remarks 
chiefly in reply to wbat had been said by others, 


and consequently net immediately applicable to the 


subject betore the committee. He then spoke in 
substance as follows: It would have beea more 
gratifying to me, if this debate had been confined 
to the usual range of parliamentary discussion, 
embracing the various propositions contained in 
the bill under consideration, and excluding a great 
variety of party topics that have been introduced, 
well calculated to protract the session, and delay 
the public business, without producing any corre- 


| sponding benefit. The history of this session alone 


is amply sufficient to satisfy every reflecting mind, 
that there must be some limitation to debate in a 
deliberative body, so numerous as the House of Re- 
presentatives, to facilitate the progress of business, 
and to preserve order and decorum among its 
members; and that the only practicable mode of 
doing this, is by a careful observance of the rules 
of the House, which should always be enforced, 
when occasion requires, to promote these desirable 
objects. These remarks are not made in any spirit 
of complaint towards the Chdir, for it is not un- 
known to me that every effort to restrain irregular 
debate has been met from certain quarters with a 
determined resistance or a chilling support, and 
the best reason I have heard assigned for it, is 
the one given by the gentleman from Virginia, 
Mr. Wiss, that “latitude in debate is the life 
of the Opposition;” and if se, no one can feel © 
less inclined than: myself, especially after 
that frank avowal, to incur the charge of at- 
tempting or desiring to destroy the vital princi- 
ple of a great and powerful party. If latitude 
in debate is desired, so let it be, with this under- 
standing, that those who seek to introduce it shall 
have the responsibility. If the Democratic party 
cannot stand upon a full discussion, let it fall; but 


i it cannot be expected that the discussion will be 


confined to one side. It is not my habit to 
wander from the question, unless it becomes ne- 
cessary to do so as a matter of defence. If any 
apolegy is necessary on the present occasion, it 
will be found in the remarks of the genileman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sattsonsraty,] who 
went into an extended and ingenious argument, 
and, as I thought at the time, in defence of the 
Hartford Convention and of the principles and mea- 
sures of the Federal party. Be that as it may, he 
now disclaims having done so. If his expla- 
nation isnot now misapprehended, he then said, as a 
inatter of expediency, he would not attempt their 
defence, thovgh he admits that he parcial in 
the proceedings which laid the founda? or the 
convention. His precise language 15 ok eemi 
portance. I cheerfully accept progr taken 
But, in other respects, I cannot be mistaken. 


ieman himself will not deny that he 
plant eae House and _the country that the 
members of that convention had been censured 
unjustly; that, during an angry contest for certain 
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great constitutional principles, their designs had 
been misunderstcod, and that their motives had 
beea misrepresented, and that he repudiated the 
idea that the Federal party ever contemplated 
the d solution of the Union. 


up these old affairs, and says he has scarcely 
thought of them tor the last twenty years, which, 
to say the least of it, 1s a little remarkable; for if l 
am ro: greatly deceived, he has been intima‘ely 
connecied with the Federal party in Massachusetts 


from 1313 to the present time, advucating the same | 


principl-s, and maintaining the same political 
associations. By the way of remembrance, in the 
course of my remarks, I will endeavor to refresh 
his recollection upon certain matters of history, 
which, to my mind, afford the most conclusive 
evidence that certain leaders of that party, during 
the tası war with Great Britain, and for several 
years prior, covering the period from 1800 to the 
treaty of peace in 1814, were guilty of unceasing 
efforts to excite the people of New England to open 
re&liion and resistance of the Federal Govern- 
ment, and actually plotted a dissolution of the 
Union and the establishment of a Northern con- 
federacy wader the auspices of British protection; 
and that in all this they were actuated by that 
inordinate thirst for power and inveterate hatred 
of free principles, which are the essential elements 
of Federalism itself. But as I propose to speak of 
the principles and measures of the two great poli- 
Jitical parties which have existed in this country 
‘`f om the foundation of the Government to the pre- 
sent time, and which, from the very nature of our 
jnstita‘iuns and the structure of the socis! erder 
itself, it is reasonable to believe, will ever comtinue 
to exist, at least till “the lion and the lamb shall lie 
down together,” I will touch upon tho 
in the order of events in which they occurstd. The 
first organization of partips took place during the 
latter part of General ‘Washington¥ adminis- 
tra.ion, who had been twice elected fo the Chief 
Magistracy of the natidn by the/spont.neous 
and onanimons suffrages of the pegple, and, in 
spite of the radical and irreeoncileabje differences of 
opinion, which are known to have/existed among 
the leading minds of tha¢ eventful period, con- 
tinued to enjoy, to the veryiciosedf his last term, 
the uninte:rapted confidence of £l classes of men. 
In their origin, these diff es of opinion in- 
volved nearly opposite views"@s to the model and 
` form of Government which the exigencies of the 
` time demanded, with reference to its operation up- 
on the frame and structure of society, and its ten- 
dency to promote the individual! happiness and 


prosperity of the people, and, at the same time, to | 


afford sutficient strength and efficiency to insure 
domestic tranquillity, and to provide for the com- 
mon defence. The natural tendency ef these con- 
flicting views, after the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion, led their respective adherents to widely dif- 
ferent rules of interpretation of the instrument it- 
self, in the application of it to the purposes for 
“which it had been formed. This gave rise to party 
organization, which, with slight modifications and 
occasional interruptions, has continued to this day. 
Far be it from me to insinnate that there was any 
want of patriotic feeling, or of upright intention, in 
the condact of any member of the convention that 
framed the Constitution; and candor will oblige me 
tə admit, that it is by no means certain that much 
of the distrust of the virtue and intelligence of 
the people, which all must admit was evinced 
ia that assembly by a portion of its most efficient 
members, may not be traced to causes long since 
removed by the light of experience, and yet whi'e 
they existed, affording at least strong palliation for 
the misconceptions which they occasioned. How- 
ever this may be, it is nevertheless trie, that the 
master spirit and father of Federalism, Alexander 
Ham ilton,was strongly inclined to the British system 
of Government, and indeed its open advocate for rea- 
sons emirely consistent with the purity of motive 
which has usually been ascribed to him; for it has 
bren «aid that he verily believed it “to form the 
best model the worid ever prodaced;” and if so, 
no one will censure bis motives, though | imagine 
few among us can be found, that dare vindicate 
his principles, however similar their own may be 


- He seems to think | 
jt ankind on the part of his colleague to rake | 


matters | 


| ther any thing short of it would do in America. 
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in effect. He distrusted the capacity of the people 
for self-government, and believed inthe necessity 


of a strong Executive power to centiol what he 


called “the turbulence of Demecracy;” and it was 
the Executive feature of the British system, above 
all others, that excited his admiration, as being 
above the reach of improvement. Observe his re- 
marks: 

“See the excellence of the British Executive: he is placed 
above temptation. Nothing short of such an Executive (a King) 
can beefficient. I conicss the plan of Government which 1 
propose is very remute from the wea ofthe people. Nothing 


but a permanent. body {of life legislators] can check the impru- ` 


dence of the Democracy. ‘The people are turbulent and 
changing; they seldom judge or determine right; and, again, 
all poliical communities ougit to be divided into the few and 
the many; the first are the rich and well born, the {other the 
mass ot the people.” s : 

The same want of confidence in the sovereign 
voice of the people to institute and upho'd the ma- 
chinery of Government throvgh the medium of 
their constituted agents, is discoverable throughout 
his public career. It 1s impossible to misander- 
stand the scope and bearing of his remarks against 
the weakness and insiabilily of Republican institu- 
tions. Upon this point,as upon all others,he descanted 
with great freedom and boldness. He undertock 
to demonstrate from experience that thrir inevita- 
ble tendency would lead to anarchy and civil com- 
motion, from which he argued their inefficiency to 
promote the durable happiness and prosperity of a 
great and rising people. 

“uJ despair that any Republican form of Government can re- 
move the difficulties that Greece and Rome encountered. I 
have well considered the subject, andam well convinced that no 
amendment ofthe articies of confedsration can answer the pur- 
poses of a good Government, se long as ths State Governments 
do in any shape exist.” oT ; 

The more recent publication of his speech va- 
ries the language, but does not change the sense. 
He is made to say, that— 

“This view of the sulject-almost led him to despair that 
a Republican Goverument could be established over so 
great an extent. He was sensible, at the same time, that 
it would be unwise to propose cne of any other form. Fn his 
private opinion, he had no scruple in declaring, supported as he 
was by so many uf the wise ani the good, that the British Go- 
vernment was the best in the world, and that he doubted whe- 
_ The House of 
Lords is a most nobie instituuon. Having nothing to hope for 
by a change, and å sufficient interest, by means of their pro- 
perty, in being faithful to the national interest, they form a per- 
manent barrier against every pernicious innovation, whether at- 
tempted on the part of the Crown or of the Commons. No 
temporary Senate will have firmness enough to answer the 
purpose,” 

Deriving his opinicns from the siady of the mo- 
narchies of Europe, and especially of England, 
where the voice of the people had been little consi- 
dered, and, consequently, was greatly underva- 
lued, he was thoroughly persuaded that nothing 
short of a President and Senate for life, or during 
good behavior, which, for all practical purposes, is 
the same thing, could ever obviate the defects, or, 


to any extent, supply the deficiencies which expe- ' 


rience had demonstrated to be inherent in the arte 
cles of Confederation. His plan of Government, 
as it has been called, was the third in the order of 
time that was presented to the convention. It was 
on this oecasion that he expressed his opiniens with 
so much freedom, as well as with masterly ability; 
and throughout his life he evinced one characteris- 
tic which does not belong to Federalism of modern 
date: he sparned disguise, and always evinced a 
willingness to present to his opponents a clear and 
distinct issue. 
sy, and never sought to change his name or con- 
ceal his principles. He was bitterly opposed to the 
State Governments, and he did not hesitate to 
avow that hostility on every suitable occasion. In 
speaking of the different propositions that had pre- 
ceded his own, he remarked “that the States, by 
either, will have the means to counteract the Ge- 
neral Government. They have their State judges 
and militia all combined to oppose a National Go- 
vernment.” 

“Either plan is, therefore, precarious. The Na- 
tional Government cannot long exist, when opposed 
by such a weighty rival.” While it is no part of 
my intention to derogate, in the slightest degree, 
from the merit of the honorable dead, I beg leave 
tosay, what few will deny who have anv regard to 
truth; that the sentiments so freely advanced by 
Hamilton are known tu have been entertained—in 
some instances, perhaps, with slight modifications— 


by very many of the leaders of the Federal party, : 
at the period of the adoption of the Constitution; ji 


` time began to be introduced. 


z 


: behavior; their election to’ 


: to use the 


` human wisdom.” 


He despised truckling and hypocri- ` 
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and that they were openly acknowledged by the 
more honest and candid, wntil their defeat, in 1800, 
in the elect:on of Mr. Jefferson. If there was any 
concealment of their disbelief in the stability of a 
Republican form of Government, or cf their want 
of confidence in the capacity of the people to go- 
vern themselves, before that time, it is unknown to 
me. It was nct until it was ascertained that the 
views and feelings cf a great majority of the peo. 
ple were averse to such princ'ples, and that those 
who entertained them would be excluded from any 
participation in the public councils of the nation, 
that the subterluges and disguises of the present 
Examine the speech 
of Mr. Morris: it is no less explicit, and equally 
candid and free of disguise. ‘The second branch 
of the Legisla‘ure ought to be composed of men 
of great and established property—an aristocracy ! 
men who, from pride, suppott permanency. To 
make them completely independent, (of the peo- 
ple,) they must be chosen for life. Such an aristo- 
cratic body would keep down the turbulence of 
Democracy.” 

Similar views were taken by Mr. Read, another 


distioguished Federalist in that convention. He 


maintained that a State Government is incompati- 
ble with a General Governmem, and the elder 
Adams, though not in the copvention, was subse- 
quently supported by that party for the Presidency, 
“by his being likely to unite the votes of New 
England, by his favor with the English party, from 
his speculative views concerning the British consti- 
tution;” and the remark has-been frequently as- 
cribed to him, that it was the true policy of the 
common people to place the whole executive power 


_ in one man, though I have not been able to find 


the authority upon which the charge rests. The 
plan of Mr. Hamilton, to which I have adverted, 
will be found in the Madison Papers, recently pub- 


. lished, from which I beg leave to read a few ex- 


tracts: 


“The Senate to consist of persons elected to serve during good 
made by electors, chosen for that 
purpose by the people.’? 

“The supreme executive authority of the United States to he 
wested in a governor, to be elected to serve during good beha- 
vior; the election to be made by electors, chosen by the people 
in the election districts. The authority and functions of the ex- 
ecutive to be as follows: to have a negative on all Jaws about to 
be passed, and the execution of all laws passed.” 


ut itis useless to multiply extracts to prove 


` what is very generally acknowledged by those 


who have taken the trouble to investigate, and 
have the honesty to admit, the trath, that very 
many of the old Federalists were openly in 
favor of a system of Government not very dif- 
ferent from that of the mother country, which, 
language of the elder Adams, 
they regarded as “the mest stupendous fabric of 
In treating of the same subject, 
the late Matthew Carey remarks, “that the Federal 
party made every possible exertion to increase the 
energy and add to the authority of the General 
Government, and to endow it with powers at the 
expense of the State Governments and the people. 
Bearing strongly in mind the disorders and con- 


_ vulsions of some of the ill balanced Republies of 


Greece and Italy, their sole object of dread ap- 
peared to be the inroads of anarchy; and as mea- 
kind too generally find it difficult to steer the mid- 
dle course, their apprehsnsions of the Scylla of 
anarchy effectually biinded them to the Charyb- 
dis of despotism. Had they possessed a complete 
ascendency in the convention, itis possible they 
would have fallen into the opposite extreme to that 
which decided the tenor of the Constitution. This 
party was divided among themselves; a small, but 
very active, division were monarchists, and utterly 


` disbelieved in the efficacy or security of a Re- 
| publiean form of Government, especially in a ter- 
' ritory so extensive as that of the United States, 
i embracing so numerous a population as were to 


be taken into the account at no distant period.” 

It is a well-known fact that needs no confirmation, 
that the present Constitution was more the result of 
compromise, induced by the exigencies of the 


| country at the period of its formation, and dictaied 


by a spirit of conciliation and conscientions obedi- 
ence to the will of the majority, which characte- 
rized the conduct of ils framers at every stage 
of their proceedings, than the exponent of the 


N 
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views of either of the two parties that were 
represented in that cenvention. The mass of 
the people felt deeply the imperfections of 
the articles of confederauon, and arden'ly 
wished for such alterations as would relieve them 
of the evils which they had experienced in conse- 
quence of them; 
opinion as to the character of the alterations ne- 
cesary to de made to attain that object. On the 
17th of September, 1787, the present draft was 


but there was a wide diversity of | 
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many advocates at this time in the ranks of the 
Opposition, hough scarcely any two of ther can 
agree upcn its locality, was directly and solemnly 
refused a place in the Constitution. It was several 
times considered, in one form or another; but, as 
ofien as it was proposed, it was promptly voted 
down by a large majority of the States. The rea- 


` sons assigned fur the refusal were, that the people 


agreed to, and immediately transmitted to Congress 


“in a letter sutser:ibed by the President, in which 


it was said to be the result of a spirit of amity aad | 


of that mutual deference and concession which the 
peculiarity of their political s:taation rendered in- 
dispensable.” Immediately after its publica‘ion it 
was submiited by Congress to the severa! Siates for 
ratification, It is necessary to glance at the dis- 
cussion that ensued, in order more fully to compre- 


hend the aim and objects of patties, or the motive =. 


by which they were influenced at the time of its 
adeption. It is trae that many of the Republicans 
opposed it, not because they were averse to 
a mere perfect union of the States for 
c rtain specified purposes, to regulate the 
commerce of the country, and to insure the com- 


mon defence, but because, in some respects, its in- - 


ternal powers were more ample, and in others, less 
cautiously restricted, as they believed, than were 
consistent with the sovereignty of the States, or the 
liberty of the people. They were jealous of the 


extent of powe. conferred upon the Executive, as | 


conceding tou much to the known partialities of 


their opponents, and they eriticized, with great se- - 


verity, the omission to provide a bill of rmghts for 
the security of the citizen. 
tion that weighed so heavily on the mind of Mr. 


It was this last objec | 


Jefferson, and it is no discredit to the soundness of | 


his judgment, that the good sense of the people so 


far appreciated his opinions, as to supply the defi- `| 


ciency. On this point Mr. Jeferson remarks: 

“I approved as much of the Constitution aa most persons, 
and more of it was disapproved by my accuser than by me, 
and of its parts most vitally Republican. My objection to the 
Constitution was the want of a bill of rights—Colone!l Hamil- 
ton’s, that it wanted a king anda house of lords. The sense of 
America has approved my objection, and added the bill of 
rights, and not the king and lords.” 


Again, he denies that he was opposed to the pay- ` 


ment of the public debt, and says: 

“He wishes it paid to-morrow—Colonel Hamilton never; but 
alwaysto remain in existence, for him to manage and corrupt 
the Legislature.” 

It is undeniably true; that some of the features 
of the instrument, which most excited the fears 
and jealousy of those that desired as far as possi- 
ble to preserve the authority of the States, afforded 

.the strongest inducements to their opponents 
to espouse its adoption, which they did, for ihe rea- 
sons assigned, as we!l as from the conviction aris- 
ing from the fact, then made evident in the discus- 
sion that immediately followed its publication, that 

. no nearer approach to that system of naticnal pow- 
er to which all their efforts had been directed with 

. earnest solicitude, could ever receive the sanction 
of the mass of the people. The development of 
‘public sent-ment on this point was so clear, that 
the most barefaced advocates of monarchy yielded 
to the demonstrations of the voice of the people, 

-and advocated the adoption of the Cunstita- 
tion; and whatever may be thought of their mo- 

.tivea, it mast be confessed they contributed to a 

« peaisowortby result. It cannot be necessary or 

~ usefai te pursue that branch of the inquiry further. 
. My object is accomplished if I have said enough 
to draw attention to the incipient causes which led 
to party division at the period of which I am speak- 
ing; and, if I am not mistaken, ali who have ex- 
amined the subject with the care which it deserves, 
wiil feel obliged to acknowledge that it took its rise 


in a radical and theoretical difference of opinion | 


as to the first principle of Goverament itself, with 
reference to its tendency to promote the happiness 
- ang prosperity of those for whose benefit it is insti- 
tated. Let that be as it may, of this I am certain, 
that ever since the adoption of the Consti:ution, it 
has been the policy of the Fed-ra' party to obtain 
by construciion, in every shape and form which hu- 
man ingenuity can suggest, what they failed to se- 

- cure after repeated attempts, by express grant. 
The vagrant power to f 


rporate, which has so’ 


in certain portions of the Confederacy were averse 
to a National Bank, and if the power to ircorp)- 
rate should te recommended, it would ebviously 
include the right to charter a Bank, and that this 
would present an obstacle of a very dangerous 
characier to the consummation of the general de- 
sign. Thus it appears, at that early day, the peo- 
ple of this country were fully apprised of the 
dangerous influences and alarming tendency of a 
corporate institution in the bosem of a free Repub- 


lic, to control its currency, and to mete out its fa- | 
vors or its curses as self-interest might render most : 


expedientto its purpose. The people never dream- 
ed, during the discussion that ensued, that any such 
power would be found lurking in the provisions of 
the instrument they were calied upon to sanction 
by their suffrages. But no sooner was it adopted 
than the Federal party, true to their original de- 


sign, claimed it by construction. The Democratic ; 


party denied it, and they deny it still. The oppo- 
nents of this Administration, by whatever name 
they choose to call themselves, affirm it. This was 


the great point of division when party organiza- ` 


tion, in its more extended sense, took place at the 


i close of Gen. Washington's administration with 


reference to the selection of his successor. 

The objects of parties underweat no change, but 
the system of operation was necessarily varied 
to the altered circumstances with which they were 
surrcunded; all acquiesced in the new Consti'ution, 
but their principles remained the same as before 
its adoption, It now became necessary to fix its 
interpretation. Here they divided. The one 
party desired to confine its application to the spe- 
cified objects for which it had been created; the 
other was equally solicitous to extend its provisions 
by implication, to embrace the objects which they be- 
lieved ought to have been included among its enume- 
rated powers. The os'ensible object of the latter, so far 
as any avowal of their intention was made, was to 
include the power to incorporate, with the view to 


the establishment of a National Bank. This has , 
been a favorite object with the anti-Democratic | 
pariy at every stage of our histery, aud through all | 
the disguises of names and principles which have |: 


marked its career of wickedness and folly; and if I 
am not greatly deceived in the sigas of the times, it 
is one of the leading motives te the desperate strug- 
gle for power and place now being made bya 
great and poweiful party, under the assumed name 
of Whigs. Oathe 14th of December, 1790, the 
Secretary of the Treasury transmitted to Congress 
a letter, accompanying his report of a plan ofa 
National Bank. The report is full and elabo- 
rate, but I will not weary alteation by reading 
mire than a single passage: ‘‘It is to be 
considered that such a bank is not a mere matter of 
private property, buta political machine of the 
greatest imooriance to the State.” Itis manifest 
that tne auchor of that paper looked upon a bank 
as the natural ally of the Execative, and as a va- 
juable and necessary appendage of national pover, 
calculated to give strength and vigor to the Federal 
„Administration, in all iis internal‘operations and 


machinery. Undoubtedly it might be so, while its | 
favor was conciliated, and the wishes of its owners | 


and managers consulted. The priaciple of seif 
interest would dictate so much of patriotism, and 
no more. The reason, however, that prompted its 
recommendation, was founded upon the expecta- 
tion of its alliance with the Government. 


while such an ins itution may become a political 
machine, to susiain an administration of its choice, 
it is no less powerful in opposition to one that may 
ineur its dispieasure.. That, in either event, it will 
be a political machine in the hands of its directors, 
and consequently irresponsible to the people of the 
country, needs no contrmation. But to mark the 


line of party division with more accuracy, il is ne- i 
i Federalist; and as names 


cessary to pursue this subject further. 


But ex- | 
perience has shown, beyond controversy, that, | 


i 


i 
i 
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It scon became evident that the people, as ‘well 
as the cabinet, were divided in opinion touching the 
constilutional power of Congress to charter such 
an institution. The President, in pursuance 
of a practice which then prevailed, required 
the members of his cabinet to submit 
their respective views in writing. As the 
opinions of Hamilton and Jefferson cover 
the whole ground, I will read from them. 
It is worthy of remark, that the former main- 
tained the power to incorporate, in its broadest 
sense, without limitation, deriving it from every 
specified grant in the Constitution. Fearlessness 
was a prominent trait of his character, and, as I 
have already remarked, he spurned any disguise, 
and on this occasion broached the whole dcctrise 
of construction, untinctured with the concealment 
of after times; and throughout his whole public 
life, I believe, he adhered to it, and gave it a steady 
and firm support. It wiil appear that he claimed 


. the right as an attribute of sovereignty itself, and 


i ques 


after premising that it is the clause of incorpora- 
tion which gives rise to objection, he 1e- 
marks: 

“Now it appears to the Secretary of the Treasury that this 
general principle is inherent in the very definition of Go- 
vernment, and essential to every step of the progress to be made 
by that of the United States; namely, that every power vesied 
in a Government is in its nature sovereign, and includes, by 
force of the term, aright to employ all the means requisite, and 
fairly applicable to the attainment of the enda of such power, 
and which are not precluded by restrictions and exceptions spe- 
eified in the Constitution, or.not immoral, or not contrary to 
the essential ends of politicalsoci¢ty.. The circumatances that 
the powers of sovereignty are, int thie country, divided be.ween 
the National and State Government, does not afford the distinc- 
tion required.” : SEDE 

“The power which can create the supreme law of the land in 
any case, is doubtless sovereign as to such case. This general 
and indisputable principle puis at onee an. end to the abstract 
tion whether the U.states have power to erecta corporation, 
that is tosay, to give a legal and artificial capacity to one or 
more persons, distinct from the natural; for. itis unquestionably 
incident to sovereign power toerect corporations, and, conse- 
quently, to that of the United States in relation to the objects 
entrusted to the management of the Government.” 

No one can fail to perceive that the opinion of 
Mr. Jefferson is equally explicit, and precisely the 
reverse, denying, in every respect, the premises and 
conclusiors of the Secretary of the Treasury. He 
says: “I consider the foundation of the Constitu- 
tion as laid on this ground, that all powers not de- 
legated to the United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to 
the States or the people. Totake a single step be- 
yond the boundaries thus specially drawn around 
the powers of Congress is to take possession of a 
boundless field of power no longer susceptible of 
any definition. The incorporation of a bank and 
other powers assumed by this bill, have not, in my 
opinion, been delegated to thé United States by the 
Constitution; ; : 

“[, They are not among the powers specially 
enumerated. 

“II, Nor are they withia either of the general 

hrases, which are the two following: 

ul, To lay taxes to provide for the general wel- 
fare of the United States; that is to say, to lay 
taxes for the purpose of providing for the general 
welfare; for the laying of taxes isthe power, and the 
general welfare the purpose for which the power is 
to be exercised. They dre not to lay taxes ad libi- 
tum for any purpose they pleasé, but only to pay 
the debts or provide for the welfare of the Union. 

“2, The second general phrase is to make alllaws 
necessary and proper for carrying into execution 
the enumerated powers. But they can all be car- 
ried into execution without a bank. A bank there- 
fore is not necessary, and consequently not autho- 
tized by this phrase.” l 

To avoid being teđious, I must pass rapidiy 
over the period that immediately followed the esta- 
blishment of a National Bank. Suffice it to say, 
in the lasguage of the historian of Washington, 
that “this mieasure made a deep impression on 
many members of the Legislature, and contributed 
not inconsiderably to the complete organization of 
those distinct and visible parties which, in thelr 
long and dubious conflict for power, E nes 
shaken the United States to their centre.” t has 
seemed to me proper to draw put a y 
the source of party division; as, 18 he ceurse o 
this debate, both sides have claimed to be Republi- 
cans, and all seem anxious to cast off the name of 

i are subjèct to changeat 
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all times, the surest test is to look at the principles. 
The struggle that ensued, it must be admitted on 
all sides, was one for principle. The Bank, or 
Federal party, supported the elder Adams for rea- 
sons which I have before stated; the Democratic 
party supported Mr. Jefferson. The former suc- 
ceeded by a majority of three votes. 
ministration has been emphatically denominated 
the reign of terror.” The alien and sedition laws 
were among the tyrannical measures which served 
to awaken the people to a sense of the danger 
with which they were surrounded. The liberty of 
speech and the press was invaded, under the pre- 
tence of affording protection to public officers 
against the strictures of party, and the prevalent 
disposition to slander and decry the Government; 
rights heretofore held sacred were forgotten, like 
the dreams of the night, in the shameless prosecu- 
tions for alleged violations of this “gag law,” and 
the most open and barefaced infractions of the so- 
cial compact were perpetrated with impunity, until 
“all confidence was lost in the midst of fear and 
apprehension.” Perhaps it isnot going too far to 
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That Ad- | 


say that these several measures were partly in- | 
duced by, if not the necessary consequence of, the | 


sympathies and attachments of the party that sus- 
tained them to a system of national power, in con- 
formity with the Constitution and laws of Great 
Britain, which they had long desired to see esta- 
- blished in this country, and which excited so much 
of their admiration. The sedition law was carried 
into effect, and enforced in some instances wiih 
great severity. 

The case of Matthew Lyon was one of pe- 
culiar aggravation, and, as a sample of the 
bitter persecutions under that odious law, deserves 
to bemore fully considered. From his account of 
the transaction, which is believed to be correct, he 
was indicted, among other things equally harmless, 
for publishing that, “as to the Executive, when I 
shall see the efforts of that power bent on the pro- 
motion of the comfort and happiness, and the ac- 
commodation ef the people, that Executive shall 
have my zealous and uniform support; but when- 
ever I shall, on the part of the Executive, see 
every consideration of the public welfare swallowed 
up ina continued grasp for power, and an un- 
bounded thirst for ridiculous pomp, foolish adula- 
tion, and selfish avarice, &c. I shall not be their 
humble advocate.” Upon thisaccusation, and others 
of no greater import in my estimation, a pliant, 
packed, political jury, selected for the purpose, 
under the direction of a party judge, inheriting the 
spirit of a Jeffries, and influenced with anglo-aris- 
tocratic zeal, brought in a verdict of “guilty.” The 
author goes on to say, that in consequence of this 
unjustifiable verdict, and the subsequent cruel 
judgment, he was contumaciously dragged out of 
his own county, where a decent jail was at the 
disposal of the National Government, and in an 
ignominious manner carried fifty miles, and in a 
bad state of health, thrown into a dismal dungeon, 
the common receptacle of robbers, thieves, and 
murderers; and when three thousand citizens peti- 
tioned for his release, they were told by the Presi- 
dent, that submission must precede pardon. _ 

In 1800 the success of the Demoeratic party was 
complete. The voice of the people triumphed over 
the slanders and falsehoods which had been 
heaped. upon the candidate of their choice. 
Thomas Jefferson was elected President. I will 
pass over the characteristic intrigue of the Fede- 
ral party after their defeat in the attempt to elevate 
to that station an individual they had uniformily 
despised, and who had not received one vote of the 
people with the view to any such elevation, for 
the sole purpose of trampling under foot the 
solemnly expressed voice of the nation. It has 
become proverbial that traitors from the Demo- 
eratic ranksfind favor with our opponents, of which 
we have some high examples in modern times. 

This glorious event was hailed with great joy by 
the triends of equal rights, in all parts of the coun- 
try, as the harbinger of better days; and no one 
ever had occasion to say that his most sanguine 
expectations. were not fully realized in the radical 
change of policy that ensued. The schemes for 
undermining the Constitution were defeated, and 


the Government restored to its primitive purity. 


But if it were desirable, it is not within the scope 
of my present design to speak very minutely of the 
great and salutary reform that immediately follow- 
ed in the administration of public affairs. No Ad- 
ministration ever commenced under more favora- 
ble auspices, and none ever more fully lived up to 
the professions on which it was created, or contri- 
buted more largely to lay the lasting foundations of 
Republican freedom: it was praised at the time by 
its friends, and it has since been eulogized by its ene- 
mies; and now, after the lapse of forty years, it is 
matter of grave dispute among us who shall be 
considered its followers. On this last point I shail 
have something to remark before I sit down—at 
present I wish to deal further with its opponents. 
The next fourteen years, embracing the period of 
the embargo, non-intercourse, and the late war with 
Great Britain, is one of great interest and full of 
instruction as to the motives and designs of the Fe- 
deral party; their whole course, without interrap- 
tion, was marked by a reckless opposition to the 
Government of the people, and seems to 
have been dictated by two leading mo 
tives—thirst for power and implacable ha 
tred of incumbents in office; and their principal 
weapons of attack were falsehood, deception, ant 
calumny. All their efforts were directed to on? 
object, which is sufficiently disclosed in theit 
motto, which was very generally adopted, tha! 
“the Administration must come down.” It wai 
no less true at that time than itis now, that about 
two-thirds of the political journals published in 
New England were opposed to the Administration, 
as wellas the great proportion of wealth. It has 
been said, and I doubt not with truth, that for 
years not a single number of the Boston Centinel, 
Repertory, &c. were published free from attacks of 
the most vilifying “character on the Administration 
—every actof the President was misrepresented, 
and the most unholy and pernicious means were 
constantly employed to excite the prejudices of the 
people, against every public functionary, however 
elevated or humble. A large proportion of the weal- 
thiest men m the community were combined in a 
flagitous effort to tear down the pillars of the Go- 
vernment, which had been erected'atso great a 
sacrifice in the Revolutionary struggle for indepen- 
dence, not only by throwing every obstacle and 
embarrassment in their power in the way of its 
administration, but, as the sequel will show, by 
obstructing and harassing all its endeavors 
to protect and defend the national honor, and 
finally coalescing with its ancient and inve- 
rate foe. Now, if this was patriotism, ther these 
men were patriotic, and not otherwise. 

This is not mere supposition—it is historical fact, 
and susceptible of the clearest demonstration; and 
I will freely acknowledge that it is not so much my 
object at this time to detain the committee with any 
remarks of my own, as to exhibit to the country 
anew the proofs of some of these allegations. ‘This 
has become necessary, in consequence of the de- 
nial which has been made. Let us see whether 
this party has been misrepresented, and examine 
into their boasted patriotism. If I mistake not, it 
will be found to have consisted for a series of years 
in sympathy for the interests and designs of a fo- 
reign power, in opposition to the interests and 
honor of their own country. The conduct of Eng- 
land towards the United States had been one unin- 
terrupted course of aggression and violation of na- 
tional faith. Jealousy and ill will were the predo- 
minant features of her policy. She had on many 
occasions, and in the grossest manner, violated the 
treaty of peace. She had declined a treaty of com- 
merce—she had impressed our seamen—she had 
instigated the savage tribes to tomahawk and scalp 
American citizens—she had stimulated the merce- 
Rary and piratical of all nations to prey upon our 
unprotected commerce—and, in a word, “she had 
insulted our flag, and pillaged our trade in every 
quarter of the world.” Of the many violations of 
the laws of nations perpetrated by Great Britain, I 
will only glance at some of the most glaring, and 
those in an especial manner which had the most in- 
fluence upon political parties at home, among 
which were the impressment of our seamen, under 
the pretence of right to search American vessels 
for deserters from the British navy, and the orders 


- in council of the 16th of May, 1806, and the 11th of 
November, 1807. 
The right of search had been claimed and wan- 
tonly exercised for many years, and had been re- 
peatedly made the subject of remonstrance as far 
back as 1792. Both parties had complained of its 
injustice and of the iniquity of the practice, and 
had uniformly regarded it as a violation of the 
laws of nations. It is difficult to estimate the ex- 
tent to which this outrage upon the rights and li- 
berties of American seamen was carried. It has 
been estimated that, at the date of the declaration 
of war, on the 18th of June, 1812, not less than 
: fourteen thousand persons had been seized upon the 
: high seas and dragged from their lawful employ- 
ment and homes. The British officer on board be- 
came at once the captor, accuser, witness, and 
judge, and yet one of the patriotic commiitees of 
the Massachusetts Legislature, for the double pur- 
pose of excusing Great Britain and casting re- 
` proach upon the Administration, reported that there 

were but eleven Massachusetts sailors on board 

the vessels of his Britannic Majesty in June, 1812. 

The object of the orders in council, of the 16:h 
of May, 1806, was to blockade the coast of Ger- 
many, Helland, and France, from Elbe to Brest, 

', a distance of eight hundred miles. It was a mere 
paper blockade, in direct violation of the laws of 
nations, and a highhanded outrage of the 
‘ neutral rights of the United States. The 
: order in council, of the lith of Novem- 
‘i ber, 1807, was issued professedly as a re- 
taliation for the Berlin deeree of France, 
whereby all neutral vessels, bound to France or 
her dependencies, or to any port from which Bri- 
tish vessels were excluded, and all vessels furnish- 
ed with French consular certificates, were declared 
liable to seizure and condemnation; but their real 
design was to compel the United States to declare 
war against our friend and ally in the Revolution- 
ary struggl2 for independence; and in this design 
the Federal party concurred. These measures 
were destructive to-the rights and interests of the 
United States, and especially to the commercial 
class, who were in a great measure driven from the 
ocean, and a lucrative trade, for no other purpose 
than to administer to the cupidity and malice of 
the “mistress of the sea;” and yet, strange as it 
may seem, many concurred in the general design, 
while at the same time they cal'ed loudly upon 
their own Government to relieve them from the 
embarrassments which it produced. Parties were 
divided as to the causes of their distress; but all 
demanded redress, and condemned the aggressions, 
and none were moreclamorous than the very men 
that subsequently opposed every effort of the Go- 
vernmentin the most treasonable manner, to rescue 
our national interests from the ruin which must 
have ensued if no counteracting remedies had 
been adopted. Before this, Mr. Jefferson had been 
opposed with the usual billingsgate of party war- 
fare; he had been denounced as a Jacobin, as an 
enemy to social order and religion; he had been ac- 
cused of immorality and infidelity, and all the usual 
accusations of that party; he was now charged with 
weakness and imbecility, and even cowardice; and 
every measure was resorted to,to goad his admi- 
nistration into resistance of the high-handed and 
oppressive pretensions and outrages of the parent 
country. Negotiation had failed. Three expedi- 
ents only were left to be tried —embargo, non-inter> 
course, and war. The merchants preferred the for- 
mer, or, at all events, were willing to leave the 
whole subject to the constituted authorities. T'o this 
effect they certainly expressed themselves in their 
various petitions for redress. 

It is sufficient to know that they demanded re- 
dress, and admit, if you please—for I believe it is 
trae—they professed to be willing to leave to the 
decision of Congress the remedy to be prescribed. 
Public meetings were held in all the principal cities, 
and memorials to Congress adopted, setting forth 
the:r grievances in glowing colors, and pledging 
their aid and support in the most solema manner, to 
any measure of relief which the wisdom of that 
body might judge expedient. The Federal mer- 
chants of Boston were among the first to memc- 
rialize Congress, and demand redress. I ask leave 
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| to read a few passages from that paper, 


April, 1840. ; 
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“Unless the present disposition of the British admiralty 
courts and navy officers can be counteracted and removed, a 
widely dispersed and unprotected commerce, extending to every 


region of the globe, will only serve to invite depredation, to 


bankrupt ourselves and enrich others, until such commerce be 


swept from the face of the ocean.” g ee 
They further state, “That a tacit submission to 


pretensions thus lofty, would be an abandonment 


of rights openly recognised, and a derelicticn of i 


the most important commercial interests of this 


country.” And they add: “Reason, and the most | 


powerful considerations of equity, enjoin it as a 
duty on the United States, to oppose these preten- 
sions.” And that “These pretensions are unsound 
in point of principle, offensive in practice, and nu- 
galory in eflect.” They charge the British Govern- 
ment with “preying upon the unprotected pro- 
perty of a friendly power;” and call upon the Ad- 
ministration “promptly to adopt such measures 

` as might disembarrass our commerce, assert our 
rights, and support the dignity of the United 
States.” 

The Newburyport memoria! alleges that— 

“Tn many cases our vessels and càrgoes have been captured, 
tried, and condemned, under unusual and alarming pretenses, 
which, if permitted to continue, threaten the ruin of our com- 
mercial interests. So far from obtaining redress of our griev- 
ancee by the ordinary modes and processes of law, we have in 
moet cases been subject to heavy costs, and suffered embrrass- 
ing and distressing detention of property, even when no pre- 
tence could be found to authorize the seizure of it. Having 
sustained these losses and injuries in the prosecution of our law- 
ful commerce, and in the exercise of our just rights, we rely 
with confidence on the wisdom, firmness, and justice of our Go- 
vernment, to obtain for us’that protection which a regard to the 


honor ofour country, no less than the rights of our citizens, must 
dictate and require.” RRRA ra 

The Salem memorial is even more explicit: 

t These obstructions are of a very serious nature. When 
exercised in the mildest form, they produce oppressive sgarches 
and delays, expensive litigation, and often a total failure of an 
otherwise lucrative voyage” : 

They speak of the British policy, 

“as letting loose the passions to prey on the miseries and 
plunder the property of the innocent. It would subject neu- 
trails to hazards nearly as perilous as those of actual hostilities; 
and independent of its influence in stimulating to revenge and 
retaliation, it would transter the benefits of peace to any victori- 
ous usurper ofthe ocean. Your memorialists wish to take no 
part in the contests which now convulse the world; but, acting 
with impartiality towards all nations, to reap the fruits of a just 
neutrahty. If, however, conciliation cannot effect the purpose 
of justice, and an appeal to arms be the last and necessary pro- 
tection of honor, they feel no disposition to decline the common 
danger, or shrink from the commor? contribution. Relying on 
the wisdom and firmness of the General Government in this be- 
half, they feel no hesitation to pledge their lives and properties 
in eupport of the measures which may be adopted to vindicate 
the public rights and redress the public wrongs.” 


Similar memorials emanated from New York, 
Ph ladelphia, and Baltimore, and from almost eve- 
“ry commercial city in the Union. 
tencr of the public press was in strict accordance 
with the prayers of these petitions. Press after 
pre's called upon the Government to redress the 
grievances of which the merchants, without dis- 
tinction of party, complained, and in the most 
solemn manner, and in repeated instances, plighted 
their faith to the support of any measures to ac- 
complish the object. On the 22d of June, 1807, the 
wanton attack was made on the Chesapeake by the 
Leopard, in consequence of the refusal of Commo- 
dore Barron to submit to the claimed right of 
search, and to deliver up four sailors on board the 
former, in pursuance of the iniquitous demand of 
` the British officer. 
the highest pitch of indignation. All parties alike, 
the Federalists as much as the Democrats, cla- 
mored for reparation, with just abhorrence, of the 

insult offered te our national flag. 

The excitement was so great it was deemed im- 
pohtic and unwise to convene Congress until suffi- 
cient time had elapsed for reflection, and for the 
resentments of the public mind to subside. In the 
mean time, to quiet the alarm which very generally 
prevailed, and to protect the interests and honor of 
the country from a repetition of such flagrant pro- 
ceedings within our own jurisdiction, the President 
issued the proclamation of the second of July, for- 

` bidding British vessels of war in certain cases and 


under certain limitations to enter or remain in the | 


ports or harbors ot the United States. This was 
`a mere precau'ionary step to guard against similar 
outrages until Congress could be convened. The 
whole subject of our relations with Great Britain 
was submitied to Congress at the extra session, on 
the 26th of October following; the embargo became 
a law on «the 22d of December, 1807. No man 
dare risk his veracity, or his intelligence, by af- 
firming that this measure was not adopted to meet 


The uniform | 


This raised the excitement to | 
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Appropriation Bill—Mr. Clifford. 


the complaints of the Federal merchants, and to 
prepare the way fora redress of their grievances 
so vividly set forth in their memorials. It now be- 
comes necessary to inquire how far these patriotic 
citizens, who have so much regard for the military 
reputation of their candidate for the Presidency, 
lived up te their professions—how far they re- 
deemed their hol!ow and deceptive pledges to the 
country and the world, and with what sincerity they 
staked thelr lives and property in support of the mea- 
sures which should be adopted to vindicate the pub- 
lic rights and redress the public wrongs. The truth 
is, they fulfilled no one of them, and never designed 
to do so when they were made. 


and was put forth for the purpose of deceiving the 


people, and aiding their party to power and place, | 


at the expense of the real friends of the country. 
It was a part of that system which has fastened 
upon them the name of “the war party in peace, 
and ihe peace party in war.” One of the best in- 
formed writers of that day remarks that “the clear, 
indisputable, and melancholy fact is, that, after 
having impelled and goaded the Government into 
measures to procure redress, they not merely with- 
held their support from those measures, but actu- 
ally, as far as depended on them, prevented their 
success.” After they had formally resolved “that 
the suffering armed vessels to station themselves 
off our harbors, and there to stop, search 
and capture our vessels—to impress, wound, and 
murder our citizens—is a gross and criminal ne- 
glect of the highest duties of Government, and that 
an administration that patiently permits the same 
is not entitled to the confidence of the people”— 
when that Administration, in the mildest manner 
possible, attempted to seek redress of the very 
wrongs which they had so feelingly portrayed, the 
leaders of the Federal party, in spite of their boast- 
ed patriotism, turned round and denounced the Ad- 
ministration which they had just before reproached 
for its supineness, and, in the violence of their op- 
position, actually coalesced with the common foe, 
to defeat and paralyze every effort to redress the 
very grievances of which they had complained. 
But it is my principal object, as already stated, to 
prove what I allege; for which purpose, I shall be 
obliged to read sundry extracts from the leading 
newspapers of that period, which seem to me to 
afford strong evidence of the motives and designs 
of the Federal party, espeeially of its leaders; and 
also to refer to sundiy letters and proceedings 
which appear to be equally corroborative of the 
same points. 

“Every man will presume thathe is not bound to regard it 
(the embargo,) but may send his produce or his merchandise 
to a foreign market in the same manner as if the Government 
had not undertaken to prohibit it.”— Boston Centinel. 

“Weknow if the embargobe not removed, our citizens will, 
ere long, set its penalties and restrictions at defiance. It be- 
hooves us to speak; fur strike we must, if speaking does notan- 
swer.”-- Boston Repertory. 

“H is better to suffer the amputation ofa limb than to lose the 
whole body. We must prepare for the operation. Wherefore, 
then, is New England asleep? Wherefore does she submit to the 
oppression of enemies in the South? Have we no Moses, who is 
inspired by the God of our fathers, and will lead us out of the 
land of Egypt.”— Boston Gazette. 

“This perpetual embargo being unconstitutional, every man 
will perceive that he is not bound to regard it. If the petitions 
do not produce a relaxation, the people ought immediately to 
assume a higher tone. The Government of Massachusetts has 
also a duty to perform. This State is still sovereign and inde- 
pendent.”— Boston Centinel. 

“In my mind, the present crisis excites the most serious ap- 
prehension. A storm seem: to be gathering, which portends, 


not a tempest on the ocean, but domestic convulsions. I feel 
myself bound in conscience to declare, lest the blood of tnose 


who should fall in the execution of this m-asure (the embargo) ! 


may lie on my head, that I consider this to be an act which di- 
tects a morta! blow at the liberties of my country; an act con- 
taining unconstitutional provisions to which the people are not 
bound to submit, and to which, in my opinion, they will not sub- 
mit.” — Speech of Mr Hillhouse. 

This subject might be pursued much further; but 


the lateness of the hour admonishes me of the ne- 


- cessity of brevity. But I cannot forbear to give one 


more extract, toshow the aim and object of all 
this clamor and complaint, without even proposing 
any substitute. 


thing: 

“The original embargo act had been openly and frequently 
violated. The public printain Boston had audaciously and se- 
ditiously invited the citizens to set it at defiance. The British 
Government had also, as we have seen, added the aliurement 
of its powerful invitation. Such an invitation was unneces- 
sary. There are always to be found, in every community, men 
who will seek the shortest road to fortune, whether through the 


It was alla sham |: 
and pretence of patriotism which they never felt, . 


It is characteristic of Federal po- | 
licy to find fault with every thing, and propose no- | 
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dark paths of smuggling or otherwise; and these men united 
their obstreperous brawlings with the clamor raised by those 
whose grand object was to harass the Government for the 
chance of regaining the power they had lost."—M. Carey. 

This shows in very admirable colors the commu- 
nity of interest which then existed between the 
office seeker and the speculator, and evinces the ve- 
nality of motive which governed their actions, and 
prompted their efforts to overthow the Govern- 
ment of the people. One more reference on this 
point, and I heve done: 

“You have reposed confidence in a coward [Jefferson] and 
leaned on abroken staff too long. The day of political proba- 
tion is fast verging toa close, when the fate of America will be 
decided, and laurels, hought with the price of freemen’s blood, 
will grace the brows of the Gallic tyrant. Letevery man who 
holds the name of America dear to him, stretch out his hand 
and put this accursed thing [the embargo} forever from him. Be 


.. resolute—act like the sons of liberty, of God, and your country— 
: nerve your arms with vengeance against the despot who would 


wrest the inestimable germ of your independence from you, and 
you shall be conquerors. Give ear no longer to the syren 
song of Democracy and Jeffersonian liberty; it is a cursed delu- 
sion, adopted by traitors and recommended by sycophants. 
Jefferson, the man who, with the dagger of popular confidence, 
frot gave the stroke to your libert es.” —Newburybort Cir- 

lt was during the period of these publications 
that the leaders of the Federal party in New 
England are believed to have plotted the dissolu- 
tion of the Union, and the establishment of a 
Northern confederacy uponits ruins. The excite- 
ment was carried to the utmost pitch of exaspera- 
tion. The press teemed with calumny and 
falsehood levelled at the President and his admi- 
nistration, the principal object of which was to 
prove a secret alliance with France, in her at- 
tempts to prostrate the power and influence of the 
British crown. 

After the labored defence of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, I hope I may be excused for de- 
taining the committee for a few minutes, while I 
exhibit some of the proofs which have induced the 
opinion which he seems to think is so uncharitable. 
Itis not necessary for me to remark that I have no 
other knowledge upon the subject, except what is 
available to all who wili take the trouble to ex- 
amine it. In the first place, I will refer to the mis- 
sion of John Henry: 


Mr. Ryland, Secretary to Sir James Craig, late Governor 
General of the British Provinces in North America, to 
Mr. Henry. 

(Most secret and confidential.) 
“QUEBEC, Jan. 26, 1809. 
“My Dean Sin: The extraordinary state of things at this 
time in the Eastern States has suggested to the Governor in 
Chief the idea of employing you ona secret and confidential 
mission to Boston, provided an arrangement can be made to 
meet the important end in view, without throwing an absolute 
obstacle in the way of your professional pursuits. The infor- 
mation and political observations heretofore received from you, 
were transmitted by his Excellency to the Secretary of State, 
who has expressed his particular approbation of them,” &c. 


From the instructions of J. H. Craig to Mr. Henry. 
(“Most secret and confidential.) 
“QUEBEC, 6th February, 1808. _ 

“The principal object that I recommend to your attention 13 
the endeavor to obtain the most accurate information of the 
true state of affairs in that part of the Union which, from its 
wealth, the number of its inhabitants, and the known intelli- 
gence of several ofits leading men, must naturally possess a 
very considerable influence over, and will indeed probably lead 
the other Eastern States of America in the part they may take 
at this importantcrisis. I think it necessary to put you on your 
guard against the sanguineness of an aspiring party. The Fe- 
deralists, as I understand, have at al] times discovered a leaning 
to this disposition, and their being under its particular influence 
at this moment, is the more to be expected from their having 
no ill (well) funded ground for their hopes, of being nearer the 
attainment of their otyect, than they have been for some years 
past. Tt has been supposed that if the Federalists of the Eastern 
States should be successful in obtaining that decided influence 
which may enable them to direct public opinion, it is not im- 
probable that, rather than submit to the continuance of the diffi- 
culties and distress to which they are now subject, they will ex- 
ert that influence to bring about a separation from the general 
Union. The earliest information on this subject may be of 

reat consequence to our Government, as it may also be that 
itshould be informed how far, in such an event, they would 
look te England for assstiance, or be disposed to enter into a 
connection with us.” : 
Credential from Sir James Craig to Mr. Henry. 

“The bearer, Mr. John Henry, isemployed by me, and full 
confidence may be placed in him for any communication which 
any person may wish to make to me in the business committed 
to him. In faith of which, I have given him this under my 


CRAIG.” 

In pursuance of this commission, Mr. Henry 
preceeded to the Eastern States, in prosecution of 
the design, which very clearly appears from the 
cautious and stealthy language of bis letter of in- 
structions. The following are extracts from his 
correspondence, which evinces, beyond contrever- 
sy, the brilliant hepes he entertained of success, 
and the accuracy ot his information as tothe tem- 
per and disposition of parties m this country: 


| hand and seal at Quebec, the 6th day of February; 1809 
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w isara that the Governor of this State (Vermont) is now 
visiting the towne in the northern sections of it, and makes no 
wecret of his determination, as commander-in-chiet of the mi- 
Jitia, ta refuse obedience to any command from the General 
Gurerouent, which car tend to lnterrupt the good understand: 
ing that prevails between the ciuzens of Vermont and his Ma- 
jeety’s subjects in Canada.” 

Again, he says: 

“Notwithmanding, while there is every reason to hope that 
the Northern States, in their distinct capacity, will unite, and 
resiat by force a war with great Britain, great pains are taken 
by men of talents and intelligence to confirm the fears of the 
common people as tothe concurrence of the Southeru Demo- 
crateia the projects of France, and every thing tends toen- 
courage the behet thai the dissolution of the Confederacy will 
beaccaierat d by tha spicit which now actuates both parties.’ 

In ansther letter, he observes: 

“The Federal party declare, that, in the event of a war, the 
Skate of Vermont will treat separately for itself wiih Great Bri- 
tain, and support, to the utmost of the stipulations into which 
it may enter, without any regard to the policy of the Ge- 
neral Government.” 

Under date of March 5, 1809, he says: 

“I have eu ficient means of information to enable me to judge 
of the proper period for offering the co operation of Great Bri- 
tain, and opening a correspondence between the Governor-Ge- 
nera! of British America and those individuals who, from the 
part hey take in the opposition to the National Government, or 
the influence they may posseasin any new order of things that 


may grow out of the present difference, ehou!d be qualifiedto | 


act 1a behalf ofthe Northern States.” 
Boston, March 7, he again writes: 

HI have already givena decided opinion that a declaration of 
war is not to be expected; but, contrary to all reasonable calcu- 
lations, should the Congress spirit and independence 
enough to place their popularity in jeopardy by e0 strange a 
measure, the Legislature of Massachusetts will give the tone to 
the neighboring Siatea—will declare itself permanent until a 
new election of members—invite a Congresa, to be composed of 

from the Federal States, and effect a separate Go- 
vernment for their common defence and common interest. 
This Congress would probably begin by abrogating the offen- 


ive lawa, and adopting a plan of Government for the mainte- _ 


nance of the power and authority assumed. They would, by 


such an act, be in a condition to make or receive proposais | 


from Great Britain.” 

This letter discloses a very remarkable fact, 
which cannot be passed over without notice. Five 
years before the time of the Hartford Convention, 
this British agent inferms his superior of the ont- 
line of the plan which was sub:equently attempted, 
and partly carried jato saccess, and wh:ch might 
have succeeded at the adjourned meeting which 
was to have been held in the following sammer, 
bot for the triumph of our arms at the batile of 
New Orleans, and the news of the treaty of peace 
that immediately succeeded. He states not only 
some of the important details of the convention, 
as it actually took place, several years afier, but 
the motives that would induce it, and the general 
objects that were to be accomplished, one of which 


was a separate Government for their common de- | 


fence and common interest. 

It is amreasonable to believe that this informa- 
tion was manufactured for the purpose of deceiv- 
ing his employer; and especially is it so, as the 
facts and speculations which he communicates 
have since become matters of history, at least toa 
very considerable extent, and doabtless would have 
been fu ly attempted, if not successfully carried 


into operation, but for the providential events of | 


which { have spoken, that prevented their execu- 
tion, and overwhelmed their projectors with eter- 
nal disgrace and infamy. But, sir, I have ether 
testimony equally conclusive, if not of a bigher 
nature, that [ will submit to the committee, with- 
out remark or commentary: 


Mr. Jefferson to Mr. Giles, Dec. 25, 1825. 
“He (Mr. Adams) spoke then of the diseatisfactien of the 


Eastern portion uf our confederacy with the restraints of the | 


embargo then existing. and their restlessness under it. 
there was nothing which might not be attempted to rid them- 
selves ofi. That he had information of the most unques- 
tionable certainty, that certain citizens of the Eastern States (I 
think he named Masaschusetts particularly) were in negotiation 
with the agents of the British Government. The object of 
which was an agreement that the New England Siates should 
take no further part in the war then going on; that without 


That | 


formally declaring their separation from the Union of the States, | 
they should withdraw from all aid and obedience to them; that _ 
their navigation and commerce should be free fiom restraint or | 
interruption by the British; that they should be considered and | 


treate ] by them as neutrals, and, as such, might conduct them- 


selves towards both parties; and, atthe close of the war, be at . 


liberty to rejoin the confederacy. He assured me that there 
was imminent danger that the convention would take place; 
that the temptations were such as might debauch many from 
their fidelity to th» Union; and that, to enable its iriends to 
mede head against it, the repeal of the embargo was absolutely 
necessary. I expressed a justeense of the merit ofthe informa- 
tion, and of the importa:.ce of the disclosure lo the safety, and 
even salvation, of onr country; and, how. ver reluetant Į was to 
ahandon the measure, (a m-easure which, persevered iu a httle 
longer, we had su sequent and satisfactory assurance, would 
have effected its object completely,) from that mement, and in- 
fluenced by that informarion, I saw the necessity of abandoning 
it, and, instead of our effecting our purpose by this peaceful 
weapon, we must fight it out, or break the Uniou. 
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Extract of an authorized statement by Mr. Adams, in ez- 
se ublished in the National Intelligencer, Oc!o- 
er 21, 18 

“Mi. Giles, and several other members of Congress, during 
this session (1808) wrote to Mr. Adams confidential letters, in- 
forming him ot the various measures proposed as reinforce- 
ments or substitutes for the embargo, and soliciting his opinions 
upon the enbject. He answered thoes leiteis with frankness 
aad inconfidence. He earnestly recommended the substitution 
of the non-intercourse for the einbaigo; and, in, giving his rea- 
sons for this preference, was necessarily led to €nlarge upon the 
Views and purposes of certain leaders of the party which had 
the managementof the State Legislature in their hands. He 
urged that continuance of the embargo much longer would cer- 
tainly be met by forcible resistance, supported by the Legisla- 
ture, and probably by the Judiciary of the State. 

“T at to quell that resistance, if force should be‘resorted to by 
the Government, it would produce a civil war;and in that 
event, he had no doubt that the jeaders¢f the party would secure 
the co-operation with them of Great Britain. That their object 
was, and had heen for several years, a diszolution of the Union, 
and the establishment of a separate confederation, he knew 
from unequivocal evidence, although not proveable in a court 
of law; andthat, in the case of a civil war, the aid of Great 
Britain to effect that purpose would be as surely resorted to, as 
it would be indispengably necessary to the design.” 


All who remember the period when this state- 
ment made its appearance, cannot have forgotten 
the excitement which it produced in New England, 
and especially among the Boston Federalists, who, 
at the time, were among the most devoted support- 
ers of Mr. Adams. The press took up the sub- 
ject, and demanded of the individuals whose situa- 
tion was such, at the period alluded to, as to desig- 
nate them among the persons included in the charge, 
to call upon Mr. Adams for some more specific 
statement of the accusation. A writer in the Bos- 
ton Courier says: 

“This we, the Federal party, the citizens of Massachusetts, 
the People of New England, require of them. Weareall im- 
plicated in the accusation, and all feel its effects; nor can we 
rest satisfied until it is brought home to individuals, or scattered 
to the winds.” 

On the 26th of November, 1828, Harrison G. 
Otis and twelve others, all leading Federalisis in 
Massachusetts, most of whom are still living and 
active members of the Whig party, addressed a 
commanication to Mr. Adams, calling for the 
names of the persons charged, and the evidence 
upon which the charge rests. Among other things, 
they say: 

“We were associated in politics with the party prevailing 
here at the p`riod referred to in the statement above mentioned; 
some of us concurred in all the measures adopted by that party; 
and we all warmiy approved and supported them. Many of 
our associates, who still survive, are dispersed throughout Mas- 
sachusetts and Maine, and could not be easily convened, to join 
us on the present occasion.” 

Mr. Adams’s reply, under date of the 26th of 
December, is very full and explicit; from which I 
beg leave to read a few extracts: 

“It was in those letters of 1508 and 1809, that I mentioned the 
design of certain leaders of the Federal party, and the esta. 
blishment of a Northem confederacy, &c. 

“This plan was so far matured, that the proposal had been 
made to an individual, at the proper time, to be placed atthe 
head of the inilitary movement which, it was foreseen, would 
be necessary for carrying it into execution. 

“The interposition of a kind Providence averted the most de- 
Plorable of catastrophes, and turning over to the receptacle of 
things lost upon earth, the adjourned convention from Hartford 
to Boston, extinguished (by the mercy of heaven, may it be 
forever!) the projectec New England Confederacy.” 

In conclusion, he intimates very strongly, that at 
some future day, a sense of duty may induce him 
to disclose the evidence which he possesses, and 
for which they call, but says, the selection of the 
day must be left to his own judgment—that no ar- 
ray of numbers or power can induce him to make 
the disclosure prematurely, or to withhold it “when 
a sense of duty shall sound the alarm.” It has 
already appeared that Mr. Jefferson and his party 
were obliged to abandon the embargo, to save the 
Union from the treasonable designs of the Federal 
party in the Eastern States. Non-intercourse was 
substituted, on the first of Mareh, 1809. This act 
met with little or no beter reception. Ii was, atonce, 
denounced as having been dictated by French in- 
fluence, and as a measure of hostility to England. 
The cry of French influence and Southern influ- 
ence were the principal weavons of Federal war- 
fare, in the North, throughout the period of which I 
am speaking. After the failore of Mr. Erskine’s 
arrangement, the bitterness of party feeling was 
resumed, if it can he said to have subsided, whil- 
it was believed that the over‘ures he had made 
wouid be sanctioned by the British Cabinet Upon 
this point, t desire to make one or two remarks, to 
show the disengenuousness and insincerity ot Fede- 
ral Opposition, and then I will pass on with as 
much rapidity as possible. While it was sup- 
posed that the arrangement had been made by au- 
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thority, they openly charged that it was precisely 
what tae British Government had always been 
willing to do; but the moment it was ascertained 
that it had been rejected upon the pretence that the 
M mis'er had transcended his powers, with charac. 
teristic regard fcr truth, they unblushingly a:seried 
that Mr, Madison knew, at the time, thai no such 
instructions had been given, and that he had frau- 
dulently consented to the arrangement, to deceive 
the people, and gain popularity. The press made 
this charge, and the minions of party joined in the 
cry. lt soon became evident that hostilities must 
ensue, as all peaceful efforts to obtain justice had 
been exhausted, without any success. All parties 
again demanded redress,and none were more clamo- 
rous than those that subsequently opposed the war 
with so much violence and rancor. It was said that 
the Administration wanted energy, and that all the 
difficulty was justly chargeable to its weakness 
and corruption, and no expression was more com- 
mon with these patriotic citizens than the one as- 
cribed to their leader in Congress, that the .Admi- 


| nistration ‘could not be kicked into a war.” They 


` urged the Government on to the brink of hostili- 


ties, by complaints and reproaches of the most 


: vindictive character, until it was impossible to re- 


cede, without sacrifice both of the rights and honor 
of the nation; and when the issue was presented, 


: and no alternative left but dishonor, they not 


only voted against the declaration of war, but im- 
mediately adopted an inflammatory address to ex- 
cite the people to oppose it. Their opposition dur- 
ing the war is so well knows, and so universally 
execrated, that it is not necessary to dwell upon it. 


© The Federal party, in Massachusetts, were more 


' in any State in the Union. 


rancorous and uncharitable in their opposition than 
They declared, ia the 
form of a legis‘ative declaration, that ‘the war 


! was founded in falsehood, declared without néces- 


A 
iy 
i 

! 


sity, and its real object was extent of territory, by 
unjust conquests, and to aid the late tyrant of 
Europe in his view of aggrandizement.” Such 
declaratory resolutions were a very frequent oc- 
currence, though, I believe, they did not require the 
sanetion of both branches of the Legislature. 

It would be an endless task, as well as useless 
Jabor, to recite all the evidences of the reckless op- 
position to the war. They withheld, as far as it 
was within their power, the means for supporting 
the army and navy; they discouraged enlistments; 
they prevented loans, and actually devised a regu- 
lar system for exporting specie out of the country, 
to cripple the Government, by depriving it of the 
sinews of war; and, when victory crowned the ef- 
forts of the brave, they resolved that “it was unbe- 
coming a moral and religious people to express 
any approbation of military or naval exploits.” 
This relentless and heartless opposition was kept 
up, with unabated fury, down to the victory at 
New Orleans and the subsequent news of the treaty 
of peace. Peace was concluded on the 24th of 
Decemter, 1814, but the news did not reach this 
country until after the battle at New Orleans. 
The Hartford Convention assemb’ed on the 15:h 
of December, 1814, and adjourned to meet at Bos- 
ton in the following June, which meeting never 
teok place, but was turned “over to the receptacle 
of things lost upon earth.” The victory of New 
Orleans, and the treaty of peace, made the triamph 
of the Democratic party complete. No language 
can describe their joy. The Federalists were over- 
whelmed, as well by the successful termination of 
the conflict, as by the knowledge of the odium 
which would attach to their treasonable opposition. 
It is a little remarkable that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. SALTONSTALL] should .suppose 
that the overthrow of Napoleon, at the battle of 
Waterloo, induced the Fede’al party to disband. 
That battle did not take place until the following 
season. It was another great and glorious victory, 
on this side of the ocean, which seems to have eṣ- 
caped his recollection, that compelled the leaders 
of that party, at least for the time, tọ abandon 
their prcjeets of ambi‘ion, and t> arqniesce in the 
ascend*ncy of the favorites cf the people. _ : 

The next eight years succeeding tne war, has 
been called the ‘‘ era of good feeling,” during which 
the Federal party endeavored to wipe off, by every 
species of obsequiousness, the disgrace of their past 
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misdeeds, without any change of their cherished 
principles. Party organization -was abandoned, 
and of course the anmmosi'y of feeling which had 
long prevailed, subsided. ‘hese “no party times,” 
as they have been calle}, continued, at lea-t in 
New England, unul ihe electicn of John Q. Adams 
by the House of Representatives. The events 
which led to that resuit are familiar to all, and 
need not be recapitu'aied. Admin, if you please, 
foritis true, that Mr. Adams was supported by 
many of the old Republicacs; and it is equatly true 
that the body of the Federal party, aroused ton 
their lethargy, rallied to Lis support. Shoriy 
after his electicn, the declaration was made, with 
some appearance of authority, that those who fell 
with the first Adams shouid rise with the second; 
and the couse of his adminisiration was supposed 
to farnish ground for such belief. Tne old party 
feeling was aroused to a very high degree of ex- 
citement at the ensuing Presidenual election; the 
mass of the Democratic party were embodied again 
under the banner of Jeffersonian priaciples, in op- 
position te an Admin:stration which commanded 
the confidence and respect of the tariff and bank 
party in every quarter of the Union. It is impos- 
sible for me, at this time, to speak of the benefi- 
cial change in the administration of public affairs 
that was introduced by General Jackson. It is re- 
corded in the grateful remembrance of the people, 
and constitutes ene of the brightest and most en- 
daring pages in the history of the country. 

The calumnies and falsehoods that were heaped 
upon that distinguished individual, by the old op- 
posers of Jefferson, have gone to the “tomb of the 
Capulets," and it only remains to complete the 
parallel, after he shall have been consigned to the 
grave, for his enemies to pronounce his eulogy. 
Professions of economy are becoming very fash- 
ionable, and a most deliberate attempt is made to 
fasten upon the present Administration the charge 
of extravagance in the expenditure of the pablic mo- 
ney. Let no one accuse me of undervaluing any 
just system of economy; on the contrary, I hold it 
.to be indispensable, in a Republican form of Go- 
vernment, to secure it from corruption, and all the 
evil tendencies of monarchial institutions. But 
the appropriate inquiry is, who are the friends of 
economy, and whose principles, if adopted, will 


lead to extravagance? I will give one fact to illus» | 


trate my views on this subject, after remarking 
that the only security against improvident expen- 
diture, is to raise no more money from the pock- 
ets of the peuple, than is necessary to meet the 
obligations of the country upon the strictest princi- 
ples of frugality. Iftaxes are levied and collected, 
the money will be expended; and, indeed, there 
. seems to bea necessity that it should be, for no one 
will pretend that it would be: just or wise to hoard 
up the currency, or shut it out of circulation. 
Hence the impolicy of a high tariff, for, if money 
is collected it must be expended, and this engen- 
ders extravagance, and tends to corruption. The 
fact to which I wish tocall your attention, is the 
veto of the Maysville road bill. 

It has been said very justly, I believe, that, at 
the time when that measare was arrested by the 
moral courage of General Jackson, unconsti- 
tutional appropriations were contemplated to the 
vast amount of cne hundred millions of dollars, by 
the advccates of the system of which that bill was 
the germ; Some of the friends of the President 
were alarmed when they learned his intention to 
veto it, and even west so far as to desire bim to 
yield to the wishes of a maj:-rity of Congress. The 
result is known. The Democratic party, sustained 
him with increased vigor; and, though a few desert- 
_ed, the mass remained firm. ‘This was a specimen 
of economy worth talking about, the influence of 
which will be felt, itis to be hoped, through all 
coming time. One would think that the advocates 
of this system of wasteful and unconstitutional ex- 
. penditure would be restrained, by a sense of de:ica- 
cy, from making charzes of extravagance against 
those whom they have uniformly derided as the up- 
holders of a niggardly policy of retrcnchment. It 
is not denied, inat, for a time, many honest Deino. 
crats were found in opposition to that Administra- 
tion, through a feeling of distrust of the fitness or 
prudence of the incumbent, which had been engen- 


ener een eee ete nee Ae Ee m 


dered by the violence and wickedness cf his op- 
posers, and by the wide-spread calumnies which 
had been circulated fcr the purpose of blackening 
h's character and blasting bis reputation—a 1epu- 
tat on which had been earned in the fie:d of danger, 
through toil and peril, in lefence of ihe honor and 
slory of his country. Bat as the policy of his Ad- 
mini- tration was de veloped, these i'l-grounded fears 
were dissipated in the cheering exhibitions of wis- 
dom, patriotism, and sound hepublican princip'es, 
which characterized his course, and farnished 
the most gratifying assurance of that devotion to 
principle which so signally marked his public ca- 
reer. At his second election, the whole Demo- 


> cratic party in New England, with the exception 
: of a few individuals, who became traitors to their 


own principles, were umied, and gave to the hero 
of New Orleans a generous and hearty support. 
No one can oppose to this declaration a successful 
denial. 
banners of their long cherished principles, and en- 
tered into the contest with spirit and determination. 
With very few exceptions, the Federalists gave 
their support to Mr. Adams. It is a very common 
saying, that “one swallow does not make summer,” 
or, as the legal maxim has it, that “a single in- 
stance does not make law:” so, the party associa- 
tion of a few individuals, after the lapse of many 
years, does not afford any evidence of the princi- 
ples of the party with which they happen to be 
classed, with reference to a previous organization, 
or the position of the masses of which that organi- 
zation was composed. Iam willing to admit that 
a few Democrats remained in opposition, and that, 
generally speaking, they maintain, to this day, like 


all traitors, that every body has changed his prin- | 


ciples and position, except themselves; that, while 
they have stood firm and inflexible, each of the two 
great political parties of the country has changed 


Each party rallied under the respective ` 


sides—that is, the Federalists have become Demo- |: 


crats, for their particular accommodation, and the 
Democrats have abandoned their cherished prin- 
ciples and joined their enemies, although, if the 
story be true, there was scarcely any one left for 
them to oin. 

On the other hand, I am not disposed to deny 
that asmall portion of the Federal party supported 
the election of General Jackson, most of whom 
have deserted and gone back to their old asso- 
ciates; and, without meaning any disrespect to in- 
dividuals, it is my sincere desire that they may ne- 
ver return to make further trouble in the Demo- 
cratic ranks. Those that remain, are believed to 
be sincere, in the change of principles which they 
profess. Generally speaking, they acknowledge 


“their past errors, and avow their change of princi- 


ple and position. This I believe to be the true 
state of the case. I can speak with the utmost 
ecnfidence, when l say that within the limit of my 
own acquaintance, it is an undeniable fact, that 
the mass of the old Republicans then living, were 
the warm and zealous supporters of the second 
election of President Jackson, and continued 
throughout to approve of the principles and mea- 
sures of his administration; the distinctive features 
of which were a strict construction of the Consti- 


| tution, opposition toa National Bank, the reduction | 


of the.tariff and the receipts of the Treasury, as 


economy, and an undeviating hostility to anconsli- 
tutional appropriations upon local objects of im- 
provement. That the Federal party opposed this 
Administration, its principles and policy, with un- 


dispute, of great importance in the inquiry which I 
am pursuing. The additional fact that I wish to 
establish, I presume no one will ceny, and there- 
fore does not require proof, but may be farly as- 
sumed; and it is, that the supporters, principles, 
and policy, of the present Administration, are 
identical wih the one that preceded it. Itmay be 
said ‘hat it's in contemp'ation to substitute the In- 
dep-ndent Treasury system for the collection, safe 
keeping, and disbursement of the public money, 
in the place uf the State banks; but this does not 
afford the distinc ion required. The State banks 
were selected as an experiment. It has signally 
failed, throuch the misconduct and bad faith of the 
banks themselves; and it is well known, that, after 
the Suspension of specie payments in 1837, and 
the refusal of the banks to pay over nearly thirty 
millions of the public money, which had been col- 
lected from the peop!e, and deposited with the 
banks for safe keeping, General Jackson, no less 
than Mr. Van Buren, became satisfied that no” 
further confidence could be reposed in them as de- 


| positories of the public treasure, and both alike ap- 


proved of the new recommendation that was made, 
and which, I trust, before this session terminates, 
will become the law of the land. One accusation of 
the Opposition is, therefore, fully sustained, and 
will be cheerfully admitted, that Mr. Van Buren 
is “treading in the footsteps of his illustrious pre- 
decessor.” I hope gentlemen will not back out of 
this charge, because it may be convenient to do so 
to avoid the consequences of an issue they 
wish to escape. Will any one undertake 
to deny that the principles and measures of 
the two Administrations are the same in all 
the essential elements of national policy? Surely 
no one will attempt it; and that their sup- 
porters are the same in New England, with indi- 
vidual exceptions, I appeal to every city, district, 
and village in that section of country, for the con- 
firmation of what I affirm; and I am willing to 
stand or fall before my constituents, upon the truth 
of the fact which I have now stated, confining its 
application, of course, to the limits of my acquaint- 
ance, which is not very limited, ia two or three 
of those States. Every member of the Hartford 
Convention now living, is opposed to this Adminis- 
tration. The talented and distinguished committee 
that addressed Mr. Adams, and called upon him 
for the evidence to sustain the charge he had 
made against themselves, or their associates, 
who were ‘dispersed throughout Massachusetts 
and Maine,” at least so many of them as are 
now living, are members of the Whig pariy; 
and the Boston Centinel, and other old Fe- 
deral journals, constitute the leading organs 
of that party in the unparalleled and unheard of 
struggle to overthrow the present Democratic Ad- 
ministration; and if all these things be so, it re- 
mains for the people to determine, as they surely 
will, who are the followers of Jefferson, and who 
are Federalists. The principles of parties at the 
present time will now be considered with a little 
more particularity, but with as much brevity as 
possible. It has already appeared, that, throughout 
the period of party organization, they have been 


| separated by an impassable gulf in their views and 
| feelings, tpon the construction of the Constitution. 
far as possible without injury to the greai interests © 
of the country, to the wants of the Government ` 
vpon the strictest principles of accountability and _ 


In the progress of events, other questions, tempora- 
ry in their patare, have largely contributed to the 
bitterness and acrimony of party strife, which at 
times has threatened the existence of the Union 


' itself; but as these temporary causes of irritation 


relenting and uncompromising hostility, is suscepti- ` 


ble of the clearest demonstration, if the fact does not 
stand confessed. All the old Federal presses, includ- 
ing the Boston Cestinel, teemed with abuse and 
misrepresentation of the same reckless character 
as had marked their opposition to Jefferson and 
Madison. But proof on this point would be a 
work of supererogation, and therefore I will desist. 
My confidence in the intelligence of the pecple, 
induces me to believe that they cannot be decrived 
in this matter, relating, as it does, to events which 
are fresh in their recollection. If these things be 


so, an inference will follow, when one other factis - 


established, about which I imagine there is still less 


| public affairs. 


` Administration, 


pass away, pariies are seen to settle down upon the 
standard of principle, upon which the division 
first took place. Such is the case at the present 
time, in spite of all the efforts in certain quarters 
to conceal it. The present ccniest is one for prin- 
ciple, and its dividing line is bottomed vpon the 
construction of the Constitution as leading to dif- 
ferent measures of policy in the administration of 
Of the many essential grounds of 
division between parties under he ex s ing organi- 
zition, I shall only be able to speak of some of 
those which have attracted the larg: st snare of pub- 
lic attention under preceding Administrativos. This 
and the party supporting 1t, are 
opposed to a National Bank, believing it to be both 


ii unconstitutional and inexpedient. 
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It is scarcely necessary to remark, that this 
question has lost nothing of the importance that 
was orizinally attached to it by its early opposers, 
from the lights of experience; but, on the con- 
trary, its dangerous tendency has been fully de- 
monstrated, in the fearful exhibitions cf the pow- 
erful and despotic sway over the property and 
liberty of the citizens, which such an institution is 
capable of exerting, when placed under the con- 
‘trolof corporate power, and subject to the direc- 
tion of designing men. The conduct of the late 
Bank of the United States is fresh in the recollec- 
tion of the people of this country, and need not be 
recapitulated. It is sufficient to say, that the worst 
fears and apprehensions of its opposers have been 
realized to their utmost extent, and so much so 
that it is my deliberate opinion that a great majo- 
rity of the American people have become sick and 
tired of the periodical fluctuations in the currency, 
which are the inevitable consequence of a paper 
standard of value. The reasons of this opinion I 
will forbear to state, as it would be inconsistent 
with the general design of my remarks. It is 
more my object to ascertain what are the principles 
of the Democratic party, for the purpose of con- 


trasting them with those of the otherside, than | 


to detain the committee by entering into a full 
explanation and defence of them. The soundest 
principles of economy, as well as of justice, are op- 
posed to a high tariff. Itis a perversion of the taxing 
power which was confided to Congress by the Cgn- 
stitution for the purpose of providing for the general 
welfare of the whole Union, and not for the 
benefit of a few individuals at the expense of the 
many. Any system, therefore, which imposes bur- 
dens upon the body of the people to confer favor 
upon a limited class of individuals or corporations, 
* is a perversion and infraction of the grant to lay 
taxes, because it is not to provide for the general 
welfare of the whole, but to administer to the cu- 
pidity and avariee of the few; and, therefore, any 
exaction for the sole benefit of one branch of ir- 
dustry, at the expense of all others, is a germ of 
Federal construction, not authorized by the Con- 
Stitution, the whole tendency of which is to per- 
vert our Republican institutions from a state of 
purity and simplicy, into a sp'endid system of 
national power, in subversion of the rights of the 
States, and of the liberties of the people. A strict 
constitutional limitation of the taxing power, is the 
only safeguard against corruption and extrava- 
gance. Hence the sleepless vigilance of the De- 
mocratic party ia their opposition to an unautho- 
rized tarif. The aim and objects of its projectors 
will be hinted at hereafter, Again: no one pre- 
tends that there is any express grant to authorize 
the approptiatiom of the national treasure upon lo- 
cal objects of improvement. This, too, is based 
upon construction, and is claimed by implication. 
The Democratic party oppose it upon constitu- 
tional grounds, as well as on account of the injus- 
tice and inequality of its operation upon the dif- 
ferent sections of the Union. It isa gambling, 
log-rolling system, calculated to corrupt the de- 
liberations of Congress, and to foster division and 
heart burnings among the several States of the 
Confederacy. 
On this point I desire to be distinctly understood. 
It is not the danger of exasperation of sectional 
feeling that constitutes the essential ground of the 
opposition of the Democratic party to this system, 
for that has reference to its expediency; but it is 
regarded as the exercise of an unauthorized power, 
contravening the Constitution and infringing up: n 
the sovereignty of the States. There are very 
strong objections to iton the score of expediency. 
In addition to what has been said, it leads to un- 
necessary and exorbitant taxation, by crealing new 
objects of appropriation, without number or bound, 
except in the discretion of Congress. It has been 
called the sluiceway of the tariff system, and I do 
not know of a more appropriate name. The 
friends of the tariff have uniformly supported it, 
for the reason, undoubtedly, thet the drain from 
the Treasury, which it occasions, would further 
their designs. In all its consequences it is produc- 
tive ofevil, without any counterbalancing good. 
Again: the power to collect money to any amount 
from the people and to distribute it as a matter of 
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favor to the States, or to corporations, is a species 
of despotism of the most odious character. The 
projected schemes of distribution find no favor 
with the Democratic party. They have resisted it, 
and wil continue to’resist it, in any and every shape 
and form in which it may be presented, whether 
under the pretence of donation or under the dis- 
guise of the assumption of the State debts. 

The policy to be pursued in relation to the pub- 
lie domain demands the most solemn consideration 
of the community, and is likely to excite very much 
of public attention, for many years to come, both 
on account of its bearing upon the finances of the 
country, and the principles involved in the vari- 
ous schemes that have been projected to divert the 
accruing profit of the annual sales from the Na- 
tion Treasury. The distribution system is the mot 
formidable and the most dangerous of any that has 
been presented, on account of the bait which it of- 
fers to the indebted States, no less than to the manu- 
facturers, who see that, if it prevails, it must lay 
the foundation for a very great increase of taxa- 
tion, and contribute very largely to their interests 


and designs. The mode of collecting, keeping, and | 


disbursing the public money, is an important fea- 
ture in every system of national policy. Taxes must 
be levied, in some way, and, to a greater or less ex- 
tent, in all Governments; and the money must be 
collected and disbursed in one currency or another. 
The policy of the Democratic party, in this behalf, 
is we!l known, though it has been shamefully mis- 
represented in all its objects and effects. Jt is true 
that Government dues will be prospectively col- 
lected in gold and silver, and that the payments to 
the army and navy, and all the public creditors, 
will be made in the same currency, as they ought to 
be, and must be, if we are to have a Government 
of the pecple and not of the banks; but the States 
will be left to regulate their own institutions in 
their own way; and it should not be forgotten that 
the specie that the Government collects is immedi- 


į ately distributed among the people, and gves into 


the general circulation. The effect of this 
measure will be to infuse into the circu- 
lating medium of the country a larger propor- 
tion of the precious metals, and to contribute in no 
small degree the means to secure the convertibili. 
ty of bank paper in the several States by preventing 
the exportation of specie, while the process of col- 
lection and payment will distribute it among the 
people, where it is less exposed to the grasp of the 
speculators and brokers at the moment of pecuniary 
distress, and, by the natural laws of trade, it will 
flow back to relieve the banks in the hour of peril, 
and enable them to waintain a specie basis. Ano- 
ther, and a very important consideration at this 
time, is the subject of Abolition. A sincere attach- 
ment to the union of the States is among the cardi- 
pal doctrines in the creed of Democratie Republi- 
canism, and ever has been, from the foundation of 
the Government to the present time. It has already 
appeared that the cry of Southern‘influence was a 
prominent topic of Federal warfare in the North, 
in the days of Jefferson and Madison, to excite the 
prejudices of the North against the South, and the 
seeds of political abolition may be seen in the pro- 
ceedings of the Hartford Convention, where they 
propose an amendment to the Constitution, “so that 
Representatives and direct taxes shall be appor- 
tioned according to their respective numbers of 
free persons, exclu ling Indians not taxed, and all 
other persons.” The supporters of this Adminis- 
tration in the North, with a few exceptions, are 
utterly opposed to all the mean and incendiary 
schemes of political Abolitionists. They are 
determined to maintain inviolate the com- 
promises of the Constituticn, in good faith, 
and under all circumstances. I mean not 
to say that the Whig party are all Abolitionists, but 
most of the Aboliticnists are Whigs; and some of 
their political leaders are incessant in their efforts 
to make political capital out of the natural preju- 
dices of a free people against the institution of 
slavery, and also out of the past proceedings of 
Congress touching the disposition of Abolition pe- 
titions. The Abolitionists in the district l repre- 
sent, almost te a man, vote the Whig ticket. If, at 
the time of my election, 1 received one vote from 
that quarter, it is unknown tome. I do not be- 


ga 


; rotten with the corruption of both its elements that I 


lieve that any such case can be found. Having 
said thus much, I will only add on this peint, that 
many of the Abolitionists are honest and upright 
men, and sincerely believe they are engaged in 
God’s service, without the remotest intention of 
doing any thing to hazard the peace of the coun. 
try, or the union of the States. . It was my inten- 
tion to have made a few remarks as to the right of 
the people to be infermed of the views and princi- 
ples of candidates for elective offices; bat this ground 
has been so ably and fally occupied by those that 
have preceded me in the debate, that I despair of 
being able to offer any thing either new or useful, 
and therefore I will forbear. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I approach a more difti- 
cult inquiry. What are the principles of the party 
calling themselves Whigs? If we look at the pre- 
sent, we have no means to form any conclusion 
whatever; silence and secrecy reign throughout 
the land. Recent information discloses the 


. fact that they .have gone through the parade 


and form of a national convention, and presented 
candidates to the American people for the first two 
offices within their gift, but adjourned without 
“any general declaration of the views of the great 
Opposition party;” and we are since told, with the 
air of authority, that “it was deemed impolitic, at 
the thea crisis,” to make any such exposition—for 
the reason, undoubtedly, “that no new issue be 
made to the public.” But the people were not sa- 
tisfied to take these important matters on trust; and, 
when they found they were seriously called upon 
to discard their public servants, and give their 
places to others, the inquiry, as was natural, at 
once arose, wherein will the country be benefited 
by the change? It seems the people supposed they 
had a right to know what they were to expect, if 
they should consent to the change. They believed 
it was a matter in which they had some ioterest; 
and, as the convention had neglected to inform 
them, they thought they would apply to the Gene- 
ral himself. Knowing that General Jackson was 
an honest, frank man, and never concealed bis opi- 
nions, they could not doubt that General Harrison 
would take great pleasure in informing them upon 
matters of such vital interest, to enable them to 


j determine what course they wouid adopt at the ap- 


proaching election. But the only answer yet re- 
ceived is the one from his confidential committee, 
in which they say “that their policy is, that 
the General make no further declaration 
of his principles for the public eye, whilst 
occupying his present position.” So that 
the people are still in the dark upon the subject of 
the inquiry, and likely to remain so, unless infor- 
mation can be had from ether sources than Gene- 
ral Harrison or bis confidential committee. To 
prevent misrepresentation, I will say, once and for 
all, that it is no part of my inteation to disparage 
General Harrison, or to speak disrespectfully of 
any man living, but it has been my object through- 
aut to deal with the party opposed to this Admi- 
nis‘ration with the freedom which the Constitution 
secures to every Representative of the people. The 
inquiry is still to be answered, what are the prin- 
cipies of the Opposition? One of the best defini- 
tions that I have seen, is to be found in a letter of 
J.Q. Adams to Dutee J. Pierce, dated 7th Sep- 
tember 1835. Here Mr. C. read the letter, ot 
which the following are extracts: 

“Iam yet convinced that the party which has been these 
two years struggling to break you down, the base compound of 
Hartford Convention Federalism and royal arch masonry, is s0 

hail with 
joy the victory which you have achieved over it.” 
Again he says: 

“Of that party, treachery is so favorite an instrument, that 
I have heard Mr. Burgess complains that they have used it even 
with him. Itia their nature and their vocation.” 

And again: 


“They have no honest principle to keep them together; their 
only cementis a sympathy of hatred to every man of purer 
principles than themseives.” 


It is proper to remark, that Mr. Adams does not 
use the term Whig party, but he was speaking of 
the party opposed to Mr. Pierce, and every one 
knows which party that was. Now, it would net 
be parliamentary for me to say that any member of 
this committee was destitute of political principle, 
but I have a right to say, that the Whig party, as 
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such, has no principles of national policy, which 
they dare avow. If this bea mistake, why is it not 
corrected? If it is not convenent for the hero to 
speak, why do not his friends speak for bim? If 
one committee is not sufficient, give him more, but 
let us have an answer. The people want light— 
they demand it, and if their reasonable request is 
refused, does any one so far undervalue their intel- 
ligence as to suppose they will be deceived as to 
the reasons which dictate the refusal? It is impos- 
sible. What is the coerse of the Opposition press 
at this time? Absolutely filled with mere hurrah, and 
nothing bat hurrah. Whea the inquiry is made 
of them, Is your candidate in favor of a national 
bank? we are met with the answer, Harrah for 
Tippecanoe. Is he in favor of a hgh tanff? a 
similar answer is ready: hurrah for the “leg cabin 
and hard cider;” and so on ‘thrcnghout the cata- 

. What sert of an issue is this to present to 
a free and intelligent people, capable of governing 
themselves, and claiming the right to choose their 
own pablic agents to administer the affairs of a Go- 
vernment of their own creation, and which every 
motive of interest and patriotism prompts them to 
uphold? Do not be deceived, gentlemen; this 
shallew trickery will not avail you; it cannot suc- 
ceed. You mustcome out from your hiding places, 
and avow your principles, and expose them to pab- 
lic seratiny, or you will be overwhelmed in the re- 
su't. The people of this country cannot be de- 
ceived by any such devices. Even inthe midst of 
the torrent of abase and cemplaint against this 
Administration, they will turn round to its revilers, 
and ask them— What do you propose, to remedy 
the evils of which you complain; and what does 
yeur candidate for the Presidency propos; and 
what authority have you to speak for him, after he 


| 


has refused to speak for himself? Then gentle- - 


mea will find that all this talk about the poor 
man’s candidate will not stand the test of the seru- 
tiny and intelligence of the laboring man in the 
Northern States. I am sure that this class of my 
constituents would fee! themselves insulted by any 
such flammery; they have tco mach gocd sense, 
and understand Feceral treachery too well, sir, 
to be thas easily ceceived; and let any party 
that does not believe it, make the attempt—I am 
willing to witness the resu't. But it is useless to 


parsue this matter farther; for one, I am satisfied . 
what the country must expect, if the Opposition | 
should be snecessful in their efforts to overthrow |’ 


this Administration, of which I do not believe there 


is the least danger; but if, contrary to all reasona- | 


b'e calculations, they succeed, then we must pre- 
pare ourselves for snother reign of Federal 
misrule. A National Bank will be chartered, the 


tariff will be restored ani! increased, unconstita- ` 


tional appropriations will follow, and the preceeds 
of the sales of the public lands will be divided 
among the States, and the State debts will be as- 
sumed, and, to complete the catalogue of mischief 
that will ensue, the North and the South will be 
arrayed against each ether upon the subject of Abo- 
lition, the effect of which I will not undertake to 
predict, but the future will show. Now if, in all 
thie, as a hamble member of the Democratic party, 


lam mistaken, is 1t not trne that thousands of the | 


people of this coantry honestly believe that it is all 
likely to take place; and if there is any mistake 
about it, why does not the Whig candidate speak 
outand remove the impression? 


SPEECH OF MR. JONES, 
OF VIRGINIA. 

In the House of Representatires, April 11th, 1840— 
In Committee of the Whole, on the bill making 
appropriaticns for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of the Government for the year 1840. 
Mr. JONES of Virginia said: It is obviously the 

disposition of some gentlemen, in directing their 

attacks against thi? Administration, to deal al- 
most entirely in vague generalities, and thus, for 

a time, frequently to create a state of doubt on 

the public mind; while they carefally avoid an in- 

vestigation of the details which would remove 
tbeir own difficulties. They indulge in indiscri- 
minate condemnation of every measure, without 
examining the reasons which may have prompted 
their adoption. Instead of this general mode of 


| untenable. 


| attack, why is it that they do not put their fingers 


on the iems which they consider objectionable ? 
Why do they not venture on an examination of 
the details? Why not conduct the debate ac- 
cording to the direcfion of our ru'e, and, suffer- 
ing the bill to be gead section by section, level 
their arguments against each section as it comes 
ap for consideration. If my colleague wishes 
to furnish informaijon to the people, why does he 
not communicate it in a direct afd tangible form, 
instead of leaving them to thé unéertainty of im- 
ferences deduced from premises, the truth of which 
is disputable? i 

When he denounces what he terms extravagance, 
he neglects to deduct Igtee sums, which cannot, in 
fairnes-, be iaciuded tn the expenditures of the Go- 
vernment. Poes he not know that the whole ex- 
pease of the Pust Office Department is derived ex- 


clusively from its own resources, and not drawn `` 


trom the Treasury of the United States? 


[Mr. Wise said he confessed the fact, that the 


item of the Post Office is not taken from the Trea- 
sury. But would his coileague tell the people 
that it is not as much an appropriation of the peo- 
ple’s money as the other? He knew that, techni- 
cally, we have a Treasury, and technically a trea- 
sury of the Post Office, but it isall public money.} 

Mr. Jones. I meant to assert that the moncy 
applied for the purposes of the Post Office Depart- 
ment is derived from posiages on letters alone, and 
not through the ordinary channels of taxation; 
and in point of fact is never carried into the Trea- 
sary of the United States. The receipts and ex- 
penditures of the Post Office Department are con- 
fined to its own operations; it is entirely separate 
and distinct from the Treasury; and all its funds 
are exclusively applied towards increasing the fa- 
cilities afforded by the mails. 
la:t few years, the money of this department was 
never, in fact, entered on the books of the Trea- 
sury at all. Nominally itis now transferred to 
that general depository; but, in reality, it is never 
carried there. Under the act ef 1836, to which 
my colleague has referred, ninety-nine hundreths, 
if not the whole, of the Post Office revenue, is 


Until within the ` 


applied and disbursed before it reaches the Trea- ` 


sury. The operations of this department of the 
Government, presents the strange anomaly of the 
application of five millions of dollars without 
superinducing any cost in its disbursement. The 
warrants are drawn upon the money in the hands 


ot the pestmasters scattered over the whole face of | 


the country, and applied to the liquidation of the 


. debts of the department. 


Deducting the expenditures of the Post Office, 
which are not embraced in the expenditures prior to 
1836, and cannot fairly be forced within the rangé of 


,. the argament, I proceed to examine the character 
. of the expenses compri:ed within the three divisions 


of the civil list, foreign intercourse, and miscella- 
neous. My colleague :bas asserted that there has 
been a vast increaxe in these expenditures: but the 
reasoning by which he has reached his conclu- 
sions is wholly fallacious. Wher he examines 
the facts and the details, lam confident he will 
agiee with me, when I assert that his deductionsare 
not fairly derivable from the premises; and amid 
the numerous items which make up the aggregate 
of the bill, he hassubjectcd but oneto criticism. He 
denounces the enormous increase of the appropria- 


! tions for defraying the expenses of the district 


courts. This yar it reaches the sum of 300,000; 


| last year it amounted to $123,000. 


The objection made to the item under conside- 
ration, wili be found, on examination, to be wholly 
Last year the appropriation was 
$128,000; this year it ameunts to $300,000. The 
difference appears to my colleague enormous and 


inexplicable; one simple fact will furnish a satis- | 


factory solution of the difficulty. At the com- 


| mencement of the iast session of Congress, there 


was in the Treasury, of former appropriations, an 
unexpended balance of $214,000, applicable to this 
branch of the service. By adding this balance to 
the sum appropriated last year, it is seen that 
$342,000 were deemed necessary to meet the ex- 
penditures of that year. The whole sum appro- 
priated is now completely exhausted; and when 
$300,000 are asked for the present year, it must 


1 it must be confessed that the test is 


‘ sue with him. 


be obvious, that less is required than was actually 
expended the last. It isapparent, therefore, that 
the anticipated expenditure does not transcend 
what has been shown by experience to be abso- 
lutely requisite. 

I feel confident that I shall be able to convince 
my colleague, and if not him, to satisfy the people 
of the country, that no appropriation is called for 
in this bill, which is not only just and reasonable 
in itself, but indispensable for the public service. I 
shall demonstrate that the amounts required, where 
the sums are not fixed by law, are proportionately 
less than the sums demanded for the same objects 
in previous years. Will he not grant that the ag- 
gregate amount of the appropriations asked for the 
se. vice of the present year, is less by five millions 
of dollars than was appropriated last year? 

[Mr. Wise. I shall forbear expressing an opi- 
nion nntil the end of the session. | 

Mr. Jones. IfI can obtain the co-operation of 
my co'league and his friends in a steady refusal to 
go beyond the estimates furnished by the Depart- 
ments, I vouch for a clear reduction of five millions 
of dollars, even at the time he fixes for deciding 
the question. He prefers, however, to defer hig 
answer till theend of the session. His objections 
have been urged against the bills reported as they 
now stand; my remarks apply to thei in their pre- 
sentshape. He denounces the extravagance of 
the estimates; I maintain them to be less than in 
the preceding year. I ask his assent to an asser- 
tion, stating a plain matter of fact, and he evades 
an answer. The reason is obvious. 

He has been unusually vehement in his denun- 
ciations against what he calls the reckless expendi- 
tures of the Administration. But why does he re- 
fuse to enter into an examination of the details? 
Let him scrutinize the items of the bill, and I de- 
fy him to substantiate the allegations he so boldly 
makes, when shooting his arrows from behind the 
broad shield of generalities. But if he will not 
dissect the subject, I will undertake the office 
for him. I will presentthe facts, and await 
the comments from him. Between my facts and his 
arguments, let the people decide. 

The administration of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Apams] is the model of economy 
which the enthusiasm of his friends has set up for 
our imitation. I am a friend of ecooomy—I am 
an advocate of the stric'est economy in the admi- 
nistration of the Government. My colleague, with 
an air of triumph, has put forward the Administra- 
tion to which I have just referred, as furnishing an 
example which we should imitate. I will join is- 
If that be the legitimate prototype, 
I shall prove our copy not inferior to it—I shall 
demonstrate, from the evidence before me, that the 
Administration of vaunted econemy has nothing to 
boast of, when brought into comparison with the 
present. But little ingenuity or exertion will be 
required to prove that the appropriations called for 
by the present bill, are not more extravagant than 
those to be found in a corresponding bill, passed 
under the administration of the gentleman from 
Massachuietis, since the items of mcrease in this 


. bill over that; with which I propose to compare it, 
. Cannot fail to strike every one as not only necessa- 
. ry and proper, but absolutely indispensable. 


We have been confidently told that the increase 


' of population furnishes the true rule for the in- 


crease of expenditure; and we are condemned for 
increasing the expenditures beyond the limit which 
this test will warrant. The principle advanced I 
maintain to be wholly untenable. I shall not run 
counter to the prejudices of gentlemen. Their at- 
tacks are directed against the present and the pre- 
ceding Administrations. These I shall pass by for 
the present, and test the soundness of the doctrine 
they hold, by a reference to the ratio of increase at 
former periods. If I can show that the increase of 
expenditure during the administrations of Wash- 
ington, Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe, has tran- 
scended the ratio’ thus established; if I can show 
that even at those periods, the rule relied upon 
proves counterfeit, when tried by this touchstone, 

utterly value- 
less. Let us compare fact with assertion, history 


i h i k . 
Ei the year 1793, the total of the civil expenses 
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ot the Gevetmeat, incud:nge appropria ors or 
fore gn intercourse and misce laneons objects, 
amounted te abou halfa millon of dollars. 
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Ta 1818 the expenditures for the same cbjecis | 
had increased to four millions of dollars. Tae | 


reason why Ihave selected these two periods 
needs no explanation, They comprise a lapse of 
twenty-five years, withia which, according to uni- 
versally received opinion, pepulation doubles 
itself. Darog this period, including a quarter of 
a century, white popula ion advanced one pundied 
per cent; the exsenses of the Goverament increas- 
edeight hunsr d per ceat, It will be unkesiaing'y 
confessed, that tae Administrations to whieh I have 
recerred as the bass of the calculation, are the 
least liable to cbjection; and yet the data they fur- 


nish go to prove most unanswerably that popala- 


tion and expenditure are not progressive in the 
same ratio; that the one cannot be graduated by 
the other. With the knowledge of these facts, 
where is the force of the argument that has engen- 
dered such acrimony of denunciation against the 
alleged unjustifiable increase of the estimates cf 
expenditure for the prevent year? 

Bat the comparison I have just mate has been 
instituted between the progressive disbursements 
of the civil list only, and the advance of popula- 
tion. The charges made have been urged against 
this particular branch of public expenditure ; 
and, conscious of the correctness of the prin- 
ciples I am advocating, and consequently w:'l- 
ling to yield every advantage which gentlemen 
may desire to claim, I have, in compliarce with 
their implied wishes, limited my comparison and 
argument to it alone. But there exisis no good 


reason why, in testing the soundness of the doc- : 


trines which I am attempting to refute, we should 
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nogieca e amonat un er the varios heads of eco- 
tngeuec ev srouli co ce ond $409 000. T-ue: tu, 
amid the numerous, very uumerous, Leas cnwi- 
wung this egzregare, has he seiesite | ene waich he 
has aitempted to prove to be unnecessary? So far 
from atiempting an argument of this characer, he 
has not even made the as-erion, These contin- 


, gencies apply to a vast variety of objects in all the 
; departments of the Goverument, and comprehead 


many details of unavoidable expenditure. It is 


/ for, theretore, surprising, that the total should 


reach the gross suim he has mentioned. Burt the 
total, though large, as he asserts, cannot of itself 
be a proof of extravagance. This charge cin be 
made good only by showing that some oi the items 
were uucalied for. 
sibility; I do not ask him to prove any of them to 
be unnecessary: I but ask him to point out one 
which he coaceives objectionable, and [ will un- 


i dertake to demonstrate—which I thiak I can do 


with but little difficulty —that it is just, proper, and 
indispensable. 

But as my col'eague will not venture on details 
to substantiate his ailegations, T will meet him on 


. his own ground, fight him with the weapons of his 


own selection, and under the rules pre cribed by 
himselt. The administration of the geni!»man 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Anams] is the model to 


l do not ask of him an impos- . 
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Uadec Mr. Mo. Aca m?s admia stration 
iL was $ 


$34,000 
Making a difference in this item alone of $364,000 

This branch of expenditure is difinitively fixed 
by law; and consequently the Administration is not 
responsible fur the disparity apparent between the 
two periods. Yet the pay and mileage of members 
forma large portion of the increase, which has 
been denounced as extravagance, 

l wish my col'eague to note carefully the facts ia 
the comparison. Tam solicitous to furnish him 
the data, which may enabie him to come to a cor- 
tect conclusion. The contingent expenses of this 


Congres amount to -~ - - $395,000 
At the former session, to which we are 

referred, they were but - - $155,000 
Here is an increase of - - $240,000 


. which my colleague will hardly charge upon the 


Executive. If censure fall any where, he and I 
must submit to take our fair proportion of it. 
I now give notice tomy colleage, that itis my 


. purpose to examine the expenditures in the Post 


_ which the attention of the country has been invited. . 


' To 
» will 


satisfy the scruples of my colleague, I 
institute a comparison between the ex- 


' penses of the civil list proposed by this bill, 


not compare the progression of the whole amoun’ | 


of public expenditares for all objects with that of - 


population. By this change in the character ef 


the investigation, we shall again discover that the | 


principles of graduation relied upon are equally 
deceptive. 


In 1793, we find the aggregate expenditures of : 


the Government, in all its departments, to kave 
been about three millions of dollars; and in 1818, 
about fifteen millions. I speak in round numbers. 
The ratie of increase in p: pulation was one hun- 


dred per cent., whi'e that of expenditure was five || 


hundred percent. In every aspect the doctrine 
which has been advanced is erroneous. 


[ Mr. Cosmina tegged leave to explain. When | 


he referred to the increase of population as a test 
for the increase of expenditure, he did not say that 
he assumed it as atest; but was speaking in an- 
swer to one of the friends of the Administration, 
who had assumed that position. He had before 
him some remarks, in which it is stated tha! the 
expenditures of the Government had not gone be- 
yond the increase of population. He, in reply, 
had said, that facts would not bear out this as- 
sumed test; but whether it were a good ora bad test, 
he did not pretegd to say.) 

Mr. Jones. I am giad that an rpportunity 
has teen afforded to the gentleman for making this 
explana‘ion; for, until this mement, I have been 
under the impression that such was tke ground he 
had assumed, and he was so understood by many 
around him. This test is, then, confessedly un- 
safe, aud not to be relied on; but no more rebance 
can be placed on the converse of the ru'e. In 1834 
and 1835, w:thin s:xteen or seventeen years atter 
the period on which 1 have been just eommenting, 
the whole expend:tar2 was frem seventeen to ega- 
teen millions, showing an iverease of less than 


twenty-five per cent. in the expend:tures, while po- | 


ulation hadi advanced at least sixty-six per cent. 
o 1837, 1638, and 1839, the annual e*penditures, 
for the civi! list, miscellaneous, and foreign in‘er- 
coure, have not reached more than five millions 
and a hait of dollars, being an addition of les: 
than forty per cent. while the inerease of popnla- 
tion has been eighty-five percent. in no aspect 
what ver is this principie of graduation defensibie. 
The test is wh: hy delusive. 
I will pursue the iavestigation of this branch of 
the subject no farther, but wil! return to the argu- 
ment of my colleague. He is astonished that the 


‘a TERESA ees 


and the same class of expenditures under 
that Admiristration, and prove to him, in the 
only way which can apparently convince him, that 
his charge of extravagance is utterly groundless, 
Bat allow me to direct his attention to some im- 
portant facts, the knowledge of which is essential 
to a perfect e'ucidation of the subject. Since that 
period, there has been a vast increase in our popu- 
lation: two new States have been added to the 
Union; maay a'ditional judges have been ap- 
pointed; the circuit and district court systems have 
been extended t- ali the States, having been es'a- 
blished not only in the new States, but also ex- 
tended in the o!d ones, where formerly they did not 
exist, Wih al! these reasons for additional ex- 
penditures, an increase was inevitable. Does my 
colleague remember what was the amount of the 
civil list then? From prirciple and habit, I shall 


adhere stiic:ly to the question before me, and not 


wander into the discussion of matters extraneous 
and irrelevant. Can he say what was the amount 
of the civil hst in the cays of ecchomy—I mean 


j during the administration of the gentleman from 


eee oe ee 


Massachusetts? I will will inform him? It was: 

For the civil list proper - $1,327,069 36 
Miscellaneous 1,634,517 30 
Foreign intercourse 207,765 85 


Making an aggregate of - $3,169,352 51 

Sach was the civil list at the period to which 
we are referred for our model. But ths amount, 
it is alleged, has been immeneely and unjustifiably 
transcended since. Let us examine the soundness 
of this position, by instituting the comparison to 
which I have teen invited by my colleague. The 
expenditures for 1829. which has been setected by 
agenileman on the oppssite side, amounted, as I 
have already said, to §3.169,352 51; for this year 
the appropriation required is $4.973000. There 
has been, J admit, an increase; but is it extravaeant 
and unjustifiable? Let facts answer. In the first 


place, the session of 1829 was a short one; the ses- . 


sien this year a long one. The census has been 
taken since that year, and the number of members 
of Congress increased, From these two circum- 
stances, the expenditnres of the two Houses of 
Congress must be greatly augmented. 


(Mr. Wise. Wi!l my colleague tell me if he in- 
cludes the Post Office?] 


Mr. Jones. At present unqnestionably not. 
My otservations have been explicitly ecnfined to 
the expenditures of the two Houses of Congress. 
When I reach the Post Office, my colleague shall 
be informed of the fact. But to resume. For 
1840, the amount required for pay and mileage of 
members of Congiess is estimated at $668,000 


| ject. 


| questionably much eniarged. 


Office Department. 
For this year they amount to $158,000 
Tn 1829 they were $67,000 
lt is known to all, that in order to keep pace 
with the rapidly growing and extending population 
of our country, it has become necessary greatly to 
extend the mail facilities. This circumstance alone 
justifies a great increase of expenditure for this ob- 
Moreover, as far as the revenue of the De- 
partment wonld allow increased mail facilities, the 
inierests of the people have been looked to, and 
their wishes complied wih: care being taken that 
the expenditure should not exceed the income. The 
increase of mail routes and post offices, rendered 
an addition to the number of cerks in the Depart- 
ment also necessary, where it is admitted that men 
work with more untiring indastry than in any other 
Department of the Government. This necessary 
increase of expense app:ars to me to be beyond the 
rale of the gentleman’s censure. 

The expenses of the Judiciary have been un- 
But does not my 
colleague know that more judges have been added 
to the berch of the Supreme Court—more to the 
District Cuur!s? Was any objection made to the 
additional judges on the pastage of the law provid- 
ing for their appointment? The measure was po-., 


| pular, and but sight objection was made to it from 
' any quarter. 


If this be so, is the Administration 
to be charg: d with extravagance because the courts 
cost more now than they did ten years ago? 

[Mr. Wiss. I shall vote any thing for the Ju- 
diciary.] 

Mr. Jones. My colleague wi!l vote any thing 
for the Judiciary. He will unhesitatingly accede 
to any increase of expenditure for this single de- 
partment. He admiis, then, that the expenses un- 
der this head must be necessarily progressive; but 
not so in reference to other branches of expendi- 
ture: for them no increase is to be tolerated. I 
congratulate my colleague for extending his benevo- 
lence even to the Judiciary. .To this increase of 
expenditure he has no objection to make; and yet 
the addition to the appropriations fur this object 
constitutes no sma'l item in the aggregate of ex- 
penditures which he so strongly condemns. 

In 1829 there was drawn from the Treasury to 
defray the necessary expenses of the Judiciary, the 
sum of 4239,000, while for the service of 1840, 
$429,000 are estimated to be indispensab'e: making. 
a citfererce of $199,000. For this difference, 
th ush great, my cojieazue can find a full justifi- 
cation, and he exteads ever it the mantle of his ap- 
probation. He ten should not only approve the 
expenditure, but in his calculations deduct it from, 
the aggregate, which he characterizes as extrava- 
gant, i 

Bat there are other deductions, which, in justice, 
he is ca‘led upon to make. Can he find no suff- 
cient reason to justify the increased expense of sur- 
veying the public land? He must know that the 
quantity of land brought into market during the 
last three years, greatly exceeded in each year, that. 
which was sold in 1829. The increase in the de- 
mand, rendered necessary more extensive surveys, 
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and cous:qnently the empleyment oi a larg-r:e ce 
of surveyors and assistants; ‘he establishment of 
new land offices, with their inseparable appendages 
—in a word, the enlargement of the woole land 
office machinery. 

Tne immense accession to the quantity of lands 
sold within the last few years, warrants the increase 
of expenditure in this department. Purchasers for 
the lands appeared; for their benefit and accommo- 
dation, the surveys were made. The quantity of 
land sold, justifies the extent of the surveys, and 
the extension of the surveys involves a pro iata 
increase of expense. Here, then, we have another 
item to be dedacted from the sum total d+ nominat- 
ed extravagance. The subtraction of $175.000 
will produce a material diminuton in the excess 


complained of, in the civil list of the present year. | 
Bat it may be said, granting the vatidity of the | 


reasons which vindicate the excess of the present 
appropriations over those of 1829, what argument 
isthere to justify the reckless prodigality which 


asks for a sam this year, so surprisingly dispropor- | 


tionate to the amount required last? The explana- 
tion is easy. Last year, and the year preceding, 
large balances of former appropriations remained 
unexpended, which were adplicable to the service 
of those years. The reasons why larger sums had 
been asked at former pericds, than were actually 
expended, are too obvious to require exp!anation. 
As these ba!ances remained, but very small sums 
were asked and appropriated tor those two years. 


Now, all the appropriations have been exhaus‘ed, | 


and consequently, the appropriation for the present 
year must be sufficient to cover all the anticipated 
expenses of bringing into market the immense 
quantity of land which it is proposed to survey 
and offer for sale. 


There are still other deductions to be made from | 
the aggregate of alleged extravagance; but these | 


will not require an elaborate detailed investigation 
I shall briag the items to the view of my colleague 
as rapidly as possible, and thus satisfy him of the 
injastice of his accusations. 
bat one mint, the operations of which created a 
charge on the Government of litle more than 
$95,000. Since that time, gold has been.found in 
large quantities in many portions of the Southern 
country, which has led to the establishment of 
three branch mints; and now the annual expenses 
of the four amount to ¢138,000. In passing I 
may observe that the appropriation for the prin- 
pal mint infPhitadelphia this year, is one-third less 
than was required for it in 1829. Again, in that 
year there was drawn from the public Treasury 
only $55,000 to defray the expenses of the Ter- 
ritories, while for the same branch of expenditure, 
$123,000 are required at prezent. For the in- 
crease incurred for these objects, my col- 
league will not veuture to incalpate the Ad- 
ministration; nor can he, with any show of 
reason, charge it with anwarrantab’e extrava- 
gance because mare public buildings are in progress 
of erection in this District and elsewhere, than 
there were at the period referred to: since, owing 
to causes against which human providence cannot 
always guard, several costly public buildings have 
been destroyed by fire, and the erection of others 
more dutab:e rendered necessary. In 1829, 
$83,000 were required for this purpose; now not 
less than $474,000 are wanted. Then $391,000 
more, must be subtracted from the amount of wha 
my colleague denounces as extravagance. 

Again, he mast know that various cirenmstances 
have tended to enlarge the number of the diplomatic 
corps, and tu increase the expense of our fcreign 
intercourse; commercial relations have been esta- 
blisbed under treaties with nations, with which, ten 
years since, we had no such connection. Trat 
this item of expenditure should be greater now 
than it was in 1820, cannot fail to strike all, as 
unavoidable. Under this head, he must subtract 
$34,000. When al! these equitable and professedly 
necessary deducticns shail have been made, he will 
find the charge of extravagance not only not justly 
imputable to this Administration, but that it recoils 
upon that which has received such overwrought 
emlogies from himself and his friends for its econo- 
my. Many of the items-that swelled the amount 
which has elicited his denunciations, have been 


In 1829 there was | 


‘ 
a 


i 


| 
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vend-red neccesary by the gradual ine ea-e of che 
wants of the nation, arcing from the enlargement 
of our popu ation, and the oiher causes inciden:al 
to increasing piosperity and resources; others, such 
as ‘he pablic buildings, are contihgent and extraor- 
diary, but necessary and proper. I have gone 
through the prine:pal details, which have contri- 
buted to expand the aggregate of expenditure pro- 
vided for by this bill, and which has been called 
extravagant. I shall now collect them in one 
tab'e, and by subtracting their sum from the who'e 
amountin the bill, it will be clearly scen, that so 
far from d serving censure for its predigalty, this 

Administration merits commendation for its eco- 

nomy. 

The whole expenditure for the civil list, miscel- 
laneous, and foreign intercourse, fer the year 
1840, amounts to - $4,972,000 

For the same objects in 1829, there 


Altogether making the sum of - $1,641,000 
Which, subtracted from the amount 

against 1840, will leave the small 

sum of $162 000 

Thos by a careful examination of a few items of 
the bill which I have discussed, I show disiine:ly, 
that aftera lapse of ten years ina country of un- 
precedented growth, the prodigality of this extrava- 


gant Administration has increaved the civil list but |. 


just as fair, and the conclusion as fairly deduced, as | 
tre one he ha: reached in reterence to the appropri- 
ations in th:s bill. 

I have now presented to the committee the rea- 
sons which appear to me satisfactorily to account 
for the difference between the amount apprcpriated 
in 1829 for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 


' Government, and that proposed to be appropri- 


ated by the bill under consideration, for the same 

objects in 1840, and which, to my mind, clearly re- 

hut the charge of extravagance urged by my col- 
league with so much confidence. 
13Tu APRIL, 

Mr. Wise next obtained the floor, and insisted 

' on the ground he had befcre taken in reference to 

the extravagance o! the present Administration; in 

illustration of which, he went into a comparison 


| 
+ 
i 
| of the expenditures under the different Presidents, 


from General Washington downward; concluding 
the whole by stating, that this Administration had 


` doubled the expenditures of its illustrious prede- 


were required - - ~ 3,169,000 | 
Making a difference in favor of 1829, 
of - - - - - $1,803,000 
But the sums which I have shown not 
to be liable to the charge of extvava- 
gance, must be deducted from this 
difference, viz: 
i For the pay and mileage of members ‘ 
of Congress - - - - 364,000 
For the contingencies of Congress =- 240,000 ` 
For the increased expenses of the Post 
Office - - - - 91,000 
: For the Judiciary’ - - - 190,000 
: For surveys of the public lands - 220,000 
For the expenses of the mints - 43.000 
For the Territories - - - 68,000 
For public buildings - - - 391,000 
For the diplomatic corps - - 34.000 


|. a full proportion of this erratic spirit. 


163,000 do!lirs. I leave the question here, although : 


still further deducticns might be made. 

It cannot have escaped ihe aitention of the com- 
mittee, that in the preceding argument I have 
yielded every advantage to the opponents of this 
bill. I admire the tact which selected the year 
1829 to bring it in contrast with the present 
confident in the cause I am defending, I followed 
their lead, and joined issue with them on their own 
ground. Why that year was so cautiously chosen 
l have already intimated. But even with this dis- 
advantage, I think I have demonstrated the charge 
of extravagance. to be groundless. 

But my colleague dces not like details. Itisdue 
to him that he should be gratfied, and that the 
question should be argued in the manner which he 
prefers. By adopting his mode of reasoning, I 
shall show that it is not only fallacious and ineon- 
clusive, but unjust. 
gentleman from Massachu.etts has been held up to 
us, a3 a model of economy, and the subsequent ad- 
ministrations have been denounced as extravagant. 
Suffer me for a moment to adopt his mode of rea- 
soning, and comparing the aggregate expenditures 
of one year of the Administration when economy 
was the order of the day, witha year in the Ad- 
ministration that succeeded it. In 1828, (one cf 
Mr. Adams’s administration) a year of economy, 
the whole amount expended for the civil list, mis- 
cellaneous and foreign intercourse, was $3,826,579; 
in 1830, (one of General Jack:on’s,) a year of ex- 
travagance, the amount expended for the same ob- 
jects was $3.469 616; the extravagance costing the 
eountry about $357,000 less than the economy. 
Such is the result of the mece of reasoning adopted 
by my colleague, when applied to the appropria- 
tions provided for by biils at the period to which I 
have referred. According to his method of argu- 
ment, the inference is irresistible, that the year 
1828 was one of most faulty extravagance. Per- 
haps he will not yield his assent to this; but it is 


But ! 


| 


cessor. 
_ Mr. Jones rose in reply. Mr. Chairman: The 
‘ remarks of my colleague again render a brief ex- 
| planation incumbent on me. I wish merely to 
call the attention of the committee to a single view 
which has been taken by him. I am so anti 
quated in my notions of the propriety of debate, 
that Ihave endeavored to adhere scrupulously to 
the subject under discussion, and have steadily re- 
, Sisted every attempt to lead me into an argument on 
| extraneous matters. My minuteness may have 
exposed me to the necessity of responding to nu- 
merous interrogatories, which my colleague, in his 
zeal, has chosen to propound; but my opinion of 
` the correctness of the views I have presented, is 
still unchanged, notwithstanding the authority of 
contrary opinions which have been advanced in 
the discursive debate, that has taken up the time 
of the committee for several days. 
' Those presented by my colleague have evinced 
He has 
not attempted to rebut any proposition which I 
' have submitted; he has not pretended to discuss 
any question which iscalculated to contribute to a 
fail understanding of the bill. Instead of confin- 
ing himself to the path marked cut by the laws of 
reasoning, and the rules of debate, restricting him- 
self, as I have attempted to do, to the bill under 
consideration, he has preferred to furnish us with 
indistinct outlines of the history of every Adminis- 
tration, and to give a comparative view of their 
general expenditures? And what conclusion has 
he established by his labor? “Why, that there has 
been a gradual increase of expenditure from the. 
days of Washington down to the present time. 
| {Mr. Wise. Not gradual.] 
Mr. Jones. Notwithstanding the dissent of my 
colleague, I still maintain the augmentation of ex- 
penditure to have been gradual in the whole lapse 


The administration of the | 


of time to which I have referred; and that the ir- 
| crease has steadily progressed with the increase cf 
| population, and the enlargement of resources, un- 
_ til the total of expenditures has reached, as my co!= 

league says, the enormous sum of thirty-seven mil- 
: lions of dollars; or, to speak more correctly, for I 
wish here to have the full benefit of the amount, 


i until it has reached the sum of more than’ thirty- 


' nine millions of dollars. 
(Mr. Wiss. I spcke of the average.) 


Mr. Jowes. I do not design to follow my col- 
league through the whole range of his argument. 
The tediousness of such a reply would be wholly 
unnecessary. I wi!l meet him in his strongest 
hold—TI will take the case which, in his opinion, 
: Operates mest forcibly against me; and I feel no 


‘| apprehensions for the result. 


Assume the greatest amount yet expended under 
any Administration to have been in the year 1838, 
reaching the total of more than thirty-nine mil- 
lions of dollars. This sum, my colieagne asserts, 
is threefold the expenciture in any year during the 
administration of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Apams] I make no comment at pre- 
sent on the accuracy of this assertlon; but, for the- 
sake of the argument, grant the correctness of the 
statement. Iam called upon to account for the 
| difference, and I will do so. To make this exposi- 
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tion, I have once more obtraded on the attention of J! 


the committee. 

To simplify my explanation, I shall institute a 
fair comparison between the expenditures of 1826, 
the second year of Mr. Adams’s administration, and 
1838, the second year of the administration of Mr. 
Van Buren. In the comparison, I not only mani- 
fest perfect fairness towards my opponents, but 
yield them every advantage they can desire. 

The gross amount of ail expenditures for 1838, 
was - - - $39,455,438 35 
For all the expenditures in 1826, 

there were required only - 24,103,399 46 


When one sum is deducted from the 
other, a balance is left against 


1838 of - : ~ 15,352,038 89 ` 
(Mr. Wise inquired whether the gross 


amount referred to during the administration of 
se Adams, did not include ten millions of public 
ebt.] 

Mr. Jones. If my clleague will endeavor to 
pat a slight curb on his impatience, he shall soon 
be satisfied on this, as well as on other points, 


against which his objections have been directed. I | 


am unwilling to desert the order of explanation 
which I proposed for myself when I rese; but to 
jadulge him in all his requisitions, I inform him 
that, while it is true, that more than ten milhons of 
the gross expenditures of 1826 were for payments 
on account of the public debt, it is also true, that 
more than five millions weze expended during this 
year of the administration of Mr. Van Buren for 
the same object. 

(Mr. Wise. Strike both sums out.] 

Mr. Jones. As the omission of both sums 
might be supposed to furnish me an advan- 
tage in the argument, my colleague will per- 
mit me to concede to him the benefit of retaining 
them. I have nothing to withhold, nothing to con- 
ceal. My conclusions have been reached through 
an honest and assiduous investigation. The in- 
ferences, which 1 have honestly made, I intend 
‘frankly to state. Where all is upright, concealment 
and subteriuge, if under any circumstances Í could 
be induced to resort to them, are unnecessary. I do 
not design to ask the attention of the committee to 
an elaborate display of minute numerical state- 
ments: ina speech such details must be tedious, 
uninteresting, an:! unintelligible. I shali select for 
comment, from the gross expenditures, the largest 
and most striking items. These, without the men- 
tion of small sums, will be sufficient for illustra- 


tion and proof. Butin presenting my comparison, ; 


as I have already said, I wish to make every con- 
cession, to yield every advantage; and, therefore, 
iastead of complying with the suggestion of my 
colleague, to strike out the amouuts required for 
paymenis on account of the public debt, I shall, in 
accordance with my ideas of perfect fairness and 
liberality, include them in my comparison ef the 
expenditures of the two years, in which my com- 
ments are intended to be made. 

The payments on accounts of the 

public debt in 1826, were 


$11,041,082 19 
For the same object in 1838, 


5,667,720 27 
The one amount sabtracted from 
the other, will leave an excess 
against the latter year, of 
This last sum, added to the excess 

of expenditure given above, of 15,352,038 89 


Will form a gross amount ia 1838 

over 1826 of 20,787,400 81 

This exces, though great, [am prepared to show 
eannot make good the charge of extravagance; 
andif my colleague will take the trouble to deduct 
the sums expended for objects extraordinary and 
indispensable, during the administration of Mr. 
Van Baren, but not required under that of Mr. 
Adams, he will discover, however, reluctantly, the 
amount of disbursements in the two years, to vary 
bat slightly. 

In the year 1838, the amount expended for pay 
of the army, subsistence of officers, subsistence 
and forage, was - 22 = $2,559,758 08 


5,435,361 92 


, Ministration of 
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In 1826, the second year of the ad- 
Mr. Adams, the 
amount expended for the same ob- 
jects was only - = = $1,307,759 34 


Leaving an excess against 1838 of $1,251,998 74 


Here is a great augmentation of expenditure in 
this branch of the public service. But the whole 
amount was applied to the support of the army. 
The increase of the army was not the offspring 
of the Administration only: it was a measure sus- 
tained by both parties, deemed unimportant by both 
sides of the House. It was not a project of the 

' Executive ana its friends alone, but received the 
cordial and zealous support of many of their op- 
ponents. If there existed a necessity for the in- 
crease of the army, if even in the conception of the 
party adverse to the Administration, the increase 


on account of peculiar circumstances was judged | 


indispensable, surely the friends of the measure 
cannot, in fairness, throw the culpability of an ex- 
penditure which they advocated on the Adminis- 
' tration. It, in this instance, there be faulty ex- 


travagance, the Administration can boast as part- . 
ners in its guilt many of those who now con- | 


demn it. 
{Mr. Wise. I never voted for the increase of 
the standing army, but this Administration recom 
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mended it, and this is one of the very sins with | 


which I charge it. I charge it not only with its 
extravagance, but with its increase of the sland- 
ing army.] 


Mr. Jones, I wish to do injustice to no one— 


certainly not to my colleague; but if he was op- : 
posed to that measure, he should recollect that I | 
voted against it also; and while he and I accorded | 
in our sentiments on this subject, many of his :- 


friends voted for an enlargement of the military 
force. They, and those who voted with them, 
deemed such an increase indispensable, on account 
of our having a more extended frontier to protect, 
made necessary by the removal of the Indians, 


the exfstence of Indian hostilities, and for the | 


requisite garrisons for the fortifications on our ex- 
tended seaboard. But if the army had not 
, been increased, there is still sufficient reason ta jus- 
tify enhanced expenditure for its support in one 
year beyond what may have been required in ano- 
ther. The cost of provisions, of clothing, of trans- 
portation, of camp equipage, is not always the 
same; and variation in the price of these and other 
articles required for the army must justify a corre- 
spondent variation in the total expenditure neces- 
sary for its maintenance. The cost of subsistence, 
` &c. in 1838, exceeded the same item in 1826 by 
the sum of $571,282, 
Supposing that I have furnished my colleazue— 
| or, at all events, some of his friends—with a suffi- 
; cient reason for subtracting the sum I have men- 
tioned from the amount of alleged extravagance, I 
will now proceed to the examination of another 
item: 
In 1838, the expenditures for fortifications, ar- 
maments, repairs, ordnance department, cannon, 
shot, and powder, wete - = $1,123,162 85 


i In 1826, the expenditures for the 


835,121 07 


288,041 78 


same objects were - - 


An excess in 1838 over 1826 of - 


To justify the increase in the cost of ordnance, 

&c. I need but mention a fact which none will dis- 

. pute, that, since the year 1826, there has been a ne- 

cessary addition tthe naval force actually in ser- 

vice, and, tu say nothing of the additional supply 

of ordnance required for fortifications, my col- 

` league, with all his zeal of opposition, cannot make 

the same assertion with respect to this branch of 

- the service, that he just now ventured in regard to 

the army. He hasalways manifested a disposition 

to put no restrictions on his liberality when the 
prosperity of the navy has been involved. 

[Mr. Wise. 


Me to interrupt him once mere. If I had my way, 


' I would vote twenty-five millions per annum for 


_ the navy, instead of five. But I ask my colleague, 
while the expenses of the naval establishment have 
| increased, have we a larger force on the ocean? I 


I hope my colleague will permit 


April, 1840. 


Senate. 
ask him to tell his constituents and mine 
what force we have in the Pacific, what 


on the West India station, on the Mediterra- 
nean station. If I am wrorg—and would tat [ 
were—let gentlemen contradict me. We have one, 
and only one, vessel that is respectable. In the 
face of a threatened war, at this moment, while 
Great Britain has battery upon batiery frowning 
down upen any vessel that bears the Stars and 
stripes—while she has hundreds of ships on that 
station, you have but a solitary ship to meet the 
power of Great Britain. And still the gentleman 
tells us there is an increase. I say that the navy 
department is in a worse condition than it was five 
years ago.] 

Mr. Jones. My colleague has finished his epi- 
sode; I am aware it cannot be made to harmonize 
with my work. It is obvious to the committee that 


` while his spirit of opposition is so indiscriminate 


and uncompromising, it is scarcely possible that 
our views can be made to accord. I ask not for 
liberality, but for sheer justice; he extends to me 
neither. If there be a measure for which he will 
not vote, and it increases the annual appropria- 
tions, it is denounced by him as reckless extrava- 
gance; but if there be one which he approves, in- 
creasing the expenditure not five millions, but 
twenty-five millions per annum, we are cendemn- 


: ed with the same equitable consistency, because we 


shrink from giving our concurrence to his schemes 
of thoughtless prodigality. 

(Mr. Wise did not complain. He said that the 
Administration had not spent twenty-five millions, 
but that it had spent less than five or six millions, 
He complained, that with an excess over the 
amount expended in Mr. Adams's administration, 
the party in power had nothing to show for the in- 
crease, and that the navy was in a worse condition 
than it was then. His colleague would certainly 
excuse the interruption, when he calied to mind 
the fact, that in setting out, he (Mr. J.) said, he 
would show item by item that the increase of ex- 
denditure would be justified by objects which all 
would admit to be necessary and proper. He (Mr. 
W.) would admit that the mavy is a proper object 
of expenditure; but the question was, what was 
there to show for the navy, from what had been 
speni?] 

Mr. Jonrs. I make no objections to any expla- 
nations or interrogatories which my colleague may 
choose to make. A reply to such interruptions is 
a courtesy waich usage has established, and which 
I am willing to extend to him cr to any other. I 
have but to complain that his brief explanations are 
too frequently expanded into protracted syeeches.He 
wishes he may be in error when he asserts that there 
is but one respectable vessel in the Mediterranean. I 
think I can relieve his apprehensions on that score. 
We have in that sea not only a ship of the line, 


but also a frigate of the first class, and a corvette; 


three respectable ships, constituting a force, found 
amply sufficientin time of peace to protect our 
commerce, and to fulfil all the purposes for which 
cruizers are wanted. Nor ishe less in error, 
when he asserts that our naval forcecan boast of 
no improvement since the Administration of Mr. 
Adams. On the contrary, it has been greatly aug- 
mented. For since that period there have been 
launched one ship of the line, and two frigates, be- 
sides seventeen vessels of inferier classes. 

But, Mr. Chairman, being unwilling to consume 
too much time in incidental remarks, I will di- 
gtess no farther, but continue my analysis. When 
I said I could demonstrate, by a fair comparison, 
that the expenditures of 1838, vary but little frum 
those of 1826, I did not make the assertion with 
any confident anticipation that I should be able to 
subdue the fixed opposition of my colleague. He 
is not easily susceptible of change. Pride of opi- 
nion, and respect for appearances, raise impregna- 
ble barriers in the way of open admission of error. 
But | trust that others will not be disposed to dis- 
regard the strong language of facts. 


In the year 1838, the whole amount expended for 
the War Department, including annuities and 
disbursements on Indian account, except the 
charges for the Creek and Seminole wars, 
was + - - - $5,564,223 75 
1826, the expenditure for the 


‘| 
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War Department, Indian annui- 
ties, and treaties with the Indian 
tribes, was - - - 753,247 54 


ee 


Being an excess in 1838, over 

1896, of - = = $4,810,976 21 

An immense difference between the two Admi- 
nistrations is perceptible in this single item. The 
excess forms a large deduction to be made from the 
sum of alleged extravagance. These five millions 
of dollars have been indispensably required for the 
purpose of concluding Indian treaties, for remov- 
ing Indians beyond our territorial limits, and for 
extinguishing Indian titles within the States. These 
measures received general sanction, and I presame 
it is a policy which no party would now bedis- 
posed to change. 

We have succeeded in removing from our bor- 
ders hordes of restless and ruthless savages, secured 
peace and quiet to the inhabitants of those States 
from which they have been removed, and acquired 
the possession of immense tracts of valuable land. 
The policy was approved by our opponents; but 
the expense necessary to be incurred, in order to 
carry it out, is denounced in unmeasured terms. 
Ifthe disbursements in 1838 were extravagant, 
they were the effect of the policy to which refer- 
ence has just been made. The cause should be 
blamed, not the effect; the law is in fault, not the 
expenditure. You vote willingly for a bill which 
all know must lead to vast expenditures of money, 
and condemn as extravagant the very expen- 
ditares which you yourselves have authorized. 

But there are still further expenditures, in which 
the Goveroment has been involved by the attempt 
to remove the savage aborigines from our territo- 
ry. Wehave been forced into a war by the phi- 
lanthropy which prompted the dissociation of the 
Indians from the whites. The consequence was, 
that the amount required in 1838 for preventing and 
suppressing Indian hostilities was $3,804,359 20, 
while, in 1826, there was no requisition on the 
Treasury for any such object; not a dollar was 
then wanted for such a purpose. But, had such 
an expenditure then been necessary, is there aay 
man of any party who would have refused tu draw 
the last dollar from the Treasury, if he could by 
sach extravagance have saved but one woman or 
one child from the butchery of the savage? And 


yet the present Administration has been the object | 


of no measured vituperation, because it has been 
obliged to appropriate, for the protection of our 
women and children, large sams not called for un- 
der the administration of Mr. Adams, when there 
existed no Indian war within our borders. Were 
the millions expended during the late war in de- 
fence of our honor, and to protect our soil from 
foreign invasion, an extravagance of the Adminis- 
` tration? Was the debt en‘ailed upon us by that 
struggle an extravagance? If so, the hundred 
millions of debt which have since been paid, must, 
I presume, be also denominated extravagance. I 
I know that war was by many thought wrong—I 
know that mamy deemed itirreligious and immoral 
to ,rejoice for victories achieved by our brave 
troops over the common enemy of our country— 
but I also know my colleague is not to be ranked 
‘among such zealots in opposition to that war. 


- (Mr. Wise. I was always a Democrat.] 

Mr. Jongs., I know he was a good Democrat 
when he was elected to his present dignified sta- 
tion. 

(Mr. Wise. Iama better one now.] 

Mr. Jones. My colleague was elected as an op- 
ponent of Mr. Avams. He came into office, if I 
do not mistake, on the shoulders of General Jack- 
son; he was then a good Democrat. 


(Mr. Wise said he had always (God forgive 
him) gone with his colleague in support of General 
Jackson; but he [Mr. W] never came here on the 
shoulders of General Jackson; on his own indepen- 
dent character he came here, indedendent of the 
power or the influence of General Jackson. The 
very first session he was undeceived as to his 
principles; he (Mr. W.] saw that neither General 
Jackson nor his party belonged to the Democracy 
at all. He stood where he was, on his Democratic 
ground; they had left him, he had pursued an inde- 
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pendent course, and had never for a moment 
truckled to the power of General Jackson.] 

Mr. Jonzs. Mr. Chairman, perhaps in the 
warmth and hurry of debate, I may unintention- 
ally have employed language conveying a much 
stronger meaning than I wished;I was far from in- 
tending to make any insinuation against the inde- 
pendent character of my colleague; I meant only 


| to say, that by being the friend of General Jackson, 


he was aided by the popularity of that distinguished 
individual, in attaining the object of his youthful 
ambition—a seat on this floor; and when he asserts 
that he has been deserted by the Democracy, and 
derives to himself consolation from the position 
assumed, he will find it difficult indeed, to satisfy 
the tens and hundreds of thousands of the true 
Democracy of the country, who have never for a 
moment faltered in their onward course, of the 


| sufficiency of the reason he now assigns. 


He expresses a hope that God will forgive him 
for supporting the cause of General Jackson. Sir, 
if my colleague has a comfortable assurance of 
forgiveness for the political sins of which he has 
been guilty since that day, and there be truth in 
Holy Writ, let me assure him, that those which 
appear to disturb him, will be blotted out no more 


: to be remembered against him. 


But let me return from this digression, and pro- 


' ceed with the analysis. The amount expended 


for the surveys of ports, harbors, breakwaters, 
military roads, and other schemes of internal im- 
provements in 1838, was $1,188,876 66. 

In 1826 not a dollar was expended on any such 
objects. 

{Mr. Wise here inquired if the Executive did 
not furnish estimates for those improvements? He 
asked his colleague to tell his constituents whether 
the majority of the New York delegation at that 
time were Whigs or Locofocos. He wished their 
votes to be shown on this subject of harbors in the 
State of New York; he wished his colleague to tell 
his constituents what made the fortune of the pre- 
sent Minister at the Court of St. Cloud, of our then 
Secretary of War, of Lewis Cass; but the harbors 
and improvements on the Northern lakes: my col- 
league shall not escape. ] 

Mr. Jones. Mr. Chairman: I am incapable of 
subterfuge or evasion, and my colleague, if he 
knows me at all, will vouch for my assertion. I 
have indalged in no reasoning, relied on no fact, 
which can have a¥tendency to lead me to any 
other than a fair and just conclusion. I am in no 
position from which I desire to escape; nor do I 
intend that he shall eseape from the perplexities in 
which he is involved; nor shali he make me a par- 
ticipant in the difficulties with which he is 
shackled. I again repeat that I shall not permit him 
to escape; and consequently I shall not permit my- 


| self to be led off from the discussion of the ques- 


tion at issue. He shall not allure me from a dis- 
cussion of the affairs of the nation, into an exami- 
tion of the private affairs of Lewis Cass, or of any 
other individual. I am already sufficiently em- 
ployed by the duties which my station imposes on 
me in the investigation of the numerous important 


| questions which daily come up for discussion, 


without wandering from the appropriate sphere of 
those duties, to discuss the affairs of any individual 


| whatever. Nor is this the proper time for any 


such discussioa. Shall I in conformity with 
my own views of the rules of argument, ad- 
here closely to the topic under considera- 
tion. An enemy to subterfuge, I am equally 
unwilling to become its dupe. If the affairs of 
Mr. Cass should be brought up ina proper form 
and at a proper time, I shall not be found to shrink 


| from the investigation. 


I have but one other remark to make on this 
branch of the subject. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr. Cusmna] has volunteered to de- 
monstrate that it was through the instrumentality 
of the Whig party that the harbor bill was carried 
through; he claimed it as their measure. My col- 
league controverts the assertion. It is not for me 
to become the arbitrator of their differences. I 
shall leave them to settle their own dispute. If 
they can settle the difficulty between themselves, 
be it so. I shall certainly not be found using any 
effort to distarb their harmony. 
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But to proceed to the next item of alleged extra- 
vaganre. My colleague will surely not complain 
of the extravagance which pays to the pensioners 
of every class the pittance allowed them by their 
country’s gratitude. He will not denounce as ex- 
travagance the sums paid to those who, in the days 
which tried men’s souls, perilled their lives and 
poured out their blood on the battle field, in defence 
of the rights and liberties which he and I this day 
enjoy. And yet a large item in the amount now 
denounced as extravagance, is an excess paid un- 
der existing laws to this class of our citizens. In 
1838, the amount paid for pensions 

was - - - $2,113,418 79 
In 1826, it was - - - $1,556,593 83 


Making an excess in 1838 over 

1826 of - - - $556,894 96 

[Mr. Wise said that he never would deny any 
sum, which the Administration might have appro- 
priated for the descendants of our Revolutionary 
sires, for Revolutionary setvices; and he said 
it with more pride than he took in any 
other subject, that more claims for Revolution- 
ary services came from the consecrated district he 
represented here, than, probably, from any other 
district in the United States. Almost every man 
that was captured at Germantown during the Re- 
volutionary war, came from Accomac and North- 
ampton, Virginia. Almost every spot in that dis- 
trict was a soldier’s sepulchre. He believed, how- 
ever, that this Administration deserved a deeper 
and more damning curse for the frauds it had 
countenanced in these very Revolutionary claims, 
than for any cause whatever. Mr. W. proceeded. 
to state, that the most gross and palpable frauds 
had been committed, while many of those who 
were entitled to pensions had never received a cent. 
He had been informed that some of the officers of 
the Government had been concerned in admitting 
claims, which never ought to have been passed.] 

Mr. Jones. My colleague has thrown into my 
speech another episode of illegitimate length. But 
of this I will not complain, since it concedes all I 
could desire. He admits that there is no extrava- 
gance in the increased amount required for the pay- 
ment of pensioners; but his complaint is that frauds 
are countenanced by the Government in the settle- 
ment of these claims. This is the charge. Sir, if 
the frauds of which my colleague speaks do, in 
point of fact, exist, he will find my denunciations 
of them no less earnest than his own, and my zeal 
and labor for their correction no less assiduous. 
Bat I must be first convineed of their existence, 
before I will undertake either to punish those to 
whom guilt is imputed, er to denounce them, espe- 
cially when we have six committees clothed with 
ample powers of investigation. These committees, 
we were told at the commencement of the session, 
were appointed for the special purpose of thorough- 
ly. investigating all the departments of the Govern- 
ment. Their chairmen are known to be as zealous 
and deciled opponents of the Administration as 
are to be found on this floor. They are confessedly 
men of ability; they are not only competent, but 
willing to investigate frauds, if they exist; they un- 
questionably are not disinclined to arraign any 
man friendly to this Administration, who may 
come within their jurisdiction, and is suspected of 
countenancing any fraudulent transaction. If these 
frauds exist, why have they not been discovered by 
your committees? Heretofore it was alleged that 
frauds could riot be detected, and their authors ex- 
posed, because the committees were packed. Until 
the present session, the committees were said to be 
composed of a majority of the friends of the Admi- 
nistration, who were unwilling to make public, 
even if they knew of, the existence of dishonesty- 
Now there exists no such excuse. If the alleged 
frauds are not discovered, it cannot be said to be 
attributable to the unwillingness of the committees 
to expose to public view the crimes of the party in 
power. The doors for examination are thrown 
open as wide as gentlemen could desire. These 
committees are composed each of five members, 
three decided and zealous opponents of this Admi- 
nistration, and two of its friends. Constituted as 

7 . 

they now are, I must believe that if frauds were 


countenanced by, and disgraced the Government, 
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my colleague alleges, they would long sirce 
have bera krad and exposed. The discovery 
not having been made, the conclasion is legitimate 
that they are either imaginary, o1 else my colleague 


has suffered himself to be deluded and deceived by | 


common rumor. Upon such grounds no charge 
should ever be sustained, for we all know that com- 
mon rumor is a common liar. Let the facts be ex- 
hibited—let the alleged frauds be proved; and I, as 
well as those with whom I act, will go willingly 
with him, not only to expose them, but to visit 
upon their authors the severest punishment for so 
high an offence, ` 
I return to my figures. In 1838, the expendi- 
tares for the naval establishment were 
$6,131,580 53 
In 1826, for the same object, they 
wee >- - - - 4,257,476 43 


Making an excess in 1838 over 

1826 of - - - - $1,874,104 10 

When, by reference to the history of this branch 
of the public service, it is seen that there were 
more ships in commission in the latter year than in 
the former. and when my colleague himself now 
not only callsfor an increase of that force, but is 
loud ia his complaints because it has not been pro- 


vided; when we know that the number of officers | 


and men has been necessarily greatly enlarged, and 
their pay, by the act of 1835, also increased when in 


2ctive service, surely there can be no pretence ' 


whatever on his part tor the charge of extravagance, 
because, ocder such circumstances, the navy cost 
more in 1838 than it did in 1826. Thenavy, with 
all parties, is the favorite arm of our national de- 

, fence; and very few, if any, of the opponents of 
the Adæinistration, voted against these increased 
appropria'ions. They knew an accession to the 
naval force in commission to be necessary for the 
protection of our commerce. They cannot, the:e- 
fore, in jastice or consis-ency, condemn as extrava- 
gance what they themselves approved, because con- 
sidered indispensable. 

Nor can the trust fands paid out by the Govern- 
meat in 1838, be charged among the expenditures 
of that year. These funds, I need scarcely re- 
mark,.form no part whatever of the public expen- 
ditares. The term explains itself too clearly to re- 
quire adchnition. Tney are nothing more than 
sums—as, for example, the Smithsonian bequest— 
deposited in the care of the Government; and con- 
sequently, though charged on the books of the 


Treasury, cannot be included in the tist of ex- | 


. penses. Yet the amount of these funds entrusted 
to the Government and paid out in 1838, was 
$2,305,321 89 


266 47 


In 1826, the amount of funds of the 
‘same description was only - 


Leaving the large balance of - $2,305,055 42 
which mast, in fairness, be deducted from the total 
of alleged extravagance. 

It can scarcely require an argument to prove that 
the amount disbursed for indemnities in 1838, 
zhould not be charged to the Government, in order 

` to swell the'amount of expenditares with a view to 
make good the charge of extravagance. If, as has 
frequently been the case, foreign powers commit 
argressions-on the rights of out citizens, and de- 
prive them of their property, and the Government 
shall afterwards redress the injuries, by obtaining 
indemnities for these spoliations, and become the 
mere agent of trustee for paying to its citizens the 
amount thus recovered, it would indeed be drawing 
largely upon the credality of the people to attempt 
to show that a faithful ezecution of the trust is to 
be converted into a charge of extravagance. And 
yet, Strange as it may appear, those who keep con- 
stantly held up to public view the gross amount of 
more than $39,000,000, which they charge to have 
bren expended by this Administration in 1838, not 
erly make no deduction on account of funds thus 
paid out, but they do not even venture an explana- 
tien. 
In 1838 the amount paid on account of 


indemnities was- - - - $975,577 
In 1826 paid on the same account - 9,967 
Making the sum to be deducted =< 8965.610 


Re 


t 


| 
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There is yet another very large sum which, in 
fairness, must be deducted from the gross expendi- 
tures of 1838. I allude to the amount disbursed in 
that year in the construction of durable fire-proof 
buildings, for the preservation of the public ar- 
chives, records, &c. &e. This branch of expendi- 
ture was not veutured on by the Administration, 
until experience had taught the lesson, how impo- 
litic and hazardous it was, to confide the most va- 
luab'e trusts to buildings constructed of materials 
which render them liable at any moment to total 
destruction. This expenditure, so far from bei: g 
extravagant, is plainly dictated by the soundest 
economy. Itis temporary and contingent in its 
character, and few, I think will deny, that it would 
have been more conducive to the public interests 
had it been met at an earlier day. 

The large sum ot $1,009,084, the excess paid for 
public buildings in 1838 over the sum required 
in 1826, must, in fairness, be deducted from the 
aggregate expenditures of 1838. 

Bat it is unnecessary, for tue purpose of my ar- 
gument, to weary the atiention of the committee 
with comments on every minor item of appropria. 
tion which necessarily swelled the expenditures of 
1838 beyond those of 1826. To mest of the for- 
mer, my colleague, I believe, gave the sanction of 
his vote; or, to avoid the invidiousness of particu- 
larizing him, I shal] say that a majority of his po- 
litical friends gave them their support. In justice, 
therefore, all those appropriations which tiey ap- 
proved, cr which all aliow to be indi-p-nsable, 
must be subtracted from the sum of alleged extra- 
vagancr. They must therefore deduct the sums 


; contained in the exhibit I here furnish, in addition 


to the large items commented on already: 
$439,000 00 For the protection of the Norihern 
frontier, for which object no- 
thing was required in 1826. 
262,614 00 For building light-houses, beyond 
the sum required in 1826. The 
increase in the number of the 
establishments deemed necessa- 
ry by Congress principally for 
the convenience and satety of 
the mercantile interests, justifies 
the addional expenditure. 
97,242 00 For mints. Three branch mints 
having been lately established 
accounts for the excess. 
113,860 00 Excess in pay of Senators, owing 
to the increase of their number 
and the length of the session. 
120,910 00 Excess in the contingent expenses 
of the Senate, increase of busi- 
hess requiring more printing &c. 
189,744 00 Excess in the compensation of the 
. members of the House, ac- 
counted for by there being twen- 
ty more Representatives, and by 
the length of the session. 
177,617 00 Donations in money to the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, an occasional 
expenditure oaly, accounted for 
by the peculiar circumstances 
of the District. 
454,586 00 For duties refunded. There was 
no such charge on the Treasury 
in 1826. 
161,413 00 For the Exploring Expedition. 
Z There was no such expenditure 
in 1826. 
186,878 00 The fference between the expen- 
ditures for the Military Acade- 
my in the two years. 
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_ from the excess of 1838 over 1826. 
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Excess in 1838 for the pay and 
subsistence of the army. 

Excess for fortifications, &c. 

For the Indian Department. 

For preventing and suppressing 
Indian hostilities. 

1,188,876 66 For surveys of ports and harbors. 
556,824 96 For revolutionary pensions. 

1,874,106 10 For the naval establishment. 

2,305,055 42 For trust funds, 

1,0°9,084 00 For public buildings. 
965,610 00 For indemnities. 


1,251,998 74 


298,041 78 
4,810,976 21 
3,804,359 20 


make the total to be subtracted 
When the 
subtraction is made, it wiil be perceived, at a 
glance, that the charge of extravagance cannot be 
sustained. That excess amounts to $20,787,400; 
leaving the very small sum of $338,249 of excess 
of expenditure in 1838 over 1826; an excess 
which could te very easily accounted for by a 


` more minute examination of the expenditures of 


the two years. 

But my colleague cannot be made to understand 
how it is, that $39,455,438 35, disbursed in 1838, 
is no! to be denounced by all, as prodigality in the 
exireme, when in 1826, a year of economy, as we 
are told, the expenditures were but $24,103,399 46; 
when he furnishes the proof, that in 1796, the ex- 
penditures were but $2,532,930, aad in some of 
the preceding years sui less. Suppose 1 were to 
call upon him to explain to his constituents, and to 
mine, and to the prop'e of the country, upon what 
principle it is, tha: he can pass high-wrought eulo- 
giums upon theeconomy of 1826, wiich had in the 
space of thirty years, increa-ed the expenditures of 
this Government nearly tenfold, or one thousand 
per gent. approving, as he does, the economy of 
each of thoae year-; and condemn the extrava- 
gance of 1838, which had, in the space of twelve 
years, increased them but liitle more than seventy 
percent. Do you not think, sir, that. to enable 
him to account for nearly one thousand per cent. 
of increase in the space of thirty vears, the economy 
cf which he approves, he would make figures fall 
as fast as he charges me with doing, when I ender- 
take to account for an increase,in twelve years,of but 
litle more than seventy per cent; and which he 
condemns as reckle-s exiravagancr? And by the 
time he had cyphered it ail out straight, as I doubt 
not he would, do you not also thiak that there 
would be surue reason to fear, that the multitude of 
wh:ch he speaks, the plain common sevse men, 
would come to the conclusion, not that the Demo- 
cratic lawyers, but that these Whig lawyers, “knew 


‘| a little too much, and could figure a litile too 


well.” 

It must, I think, sir, be conceded, that the gross 
amount of expenditures unexplained, though large, 
is not per se proof of extravagance; and, conse- 
qaently, that no safe opinion can be tormed by a 
mere inspection of the aggregate. To make gocd 
the charge, and to satisfy an intelligent people, my 
colieague will find ıt necessary to-go far:her, and 
to investigate the details. He will be required to 
point out the specific items which ere objectiona- 
ble; to show the objects upon which money has 


' been unnecessarily and improyerly expended. Lat 
| him bring forward his specifications, let him point 
; to the appropriations, which he concemns as extra- 
: vagant, and I have grossly deceived myseif, if Ido 


190,354 00 For the salaries of custom-house : 


Officers, paid out of the Treasu- | 


ty, from 1833, to render their 
salaries equal to what they 


Were prior to the tariff act of | 


that year. 
$2,394,218 09 Form the sum total of 
smaller items. 

; To this amount add the aggregate 
of the various divisions of indis- 
pensable and approved expen- 
diture, on which my remarks 
have been extended to greater 
length, viz: 


these ; 


nct prove from the documents before me, that all 
such charges are utterly groundless. 


-SPEECH DF MR. HUBBARD, 
OB NEW IFAMPSHIRE. 

In Senate, May 2$, 1840¢—The iil for the esta- 
blishment of afgenerAl bankrupt sys em coming 
up tor considefatio 
Mr. HUBBARD sfid: . 
Mr. Presipzpr: fI admit most willingly that 

the subject iafolfed in the bill now before 

the Senate is ighe of the greatest importance, 
not only to the findebted classes. of our commu- 
nity, but to o:hef portions of our fellowecitizens. 

l have, with all the attention I could give, listened 

to the able arguments which have been offered in 

favor of the biil repurted by the majority of the 

Committee on the Judiciary; but, sir, after the 


Sete 
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most careful examination of the provisions of that 
Dill—after comparing them with the authority 


given to Congress, by the express terms of the 
Constitation, to legislate upon that subject—I am 


th 
if 
i 


compelled, from a sense of duty, to oppose it, as - 


both unconstitaiional and inexpedient. Could I 
be pushed forward to a vote upon this bill from the 
mere impulse of feeling, that vote would be in fa- 
vor ef its passage. There is no man, within or 
without the walls of this Senate chamber, who can 
more feelingly commiserate the misfortunes of his 
fellow beings than myself. There is no man who 
can be more sentible to the reverses—ithe sad re- 
véres—Which have, within a few years past, taken 
place in the affairs of individuals. I am not igno- 
rant of the character or the extent of this calami- 
ty to oor business community. It has spread over 
the land like a pestilence. Wealth and indepen- 
dence have, by magic as it were, been changed to 
poverty and wretthedness. A sort of mania had 
Seized upon our community, and by a course of 
untoward adventures and speculations, had in- 
volved in one common deluge of disaster and dis- 
tress the fortunes of the rich and the hard earnings 
of the industrious. These facts are too well known 
tome. I have seen and heard mcre than I can 
now well describe. Buthow has all this occurred? 
No man who has been an attentive observer of 
events for the last three years—no man who has 
been a faithfal lcoker on here in Vienna—but 
must admit that the most improvident, wild, and 
unwarrantable abuse of individual credit, has 
brought upon the country and the community the 
abies and dismay which now overwhelm the 
land. 
Fick The general system of credit, which has been introduced 
door, has produced a fictitious state of things, extremely ad- 
verse to the sober, frugal, and industrious habits which ought 
to he cherished iu a Republic In place of these virtues, ex- 
travagance. idleness, and the spirit of gambling adventure, have 
been engendered and fostered by our institutiuns.”? 
Tese are suber truths—sad realities. I mention 
not these things in the spirit of reproach; I men- 
tion them not. in the language of complaint. No, 


sir, I sta'e the facts as they exist; and I am too for- 


cibly reminded, by my own sad experience, to en- | 


lertain a donbt of the truth of my dec'aration. 
There is, beyond all doubt, a deep fee'ing, an 
extraordinary embarrassment, the most poignant 
distress, pervading the indebted classes of our com- 
munity. Would to God that I had power, coexten- 
sive with my disposition, to remove them. If it were 


so, and were no other interests involved, I would at | 


once relieve the debtor from the burden which bears 
him down. I would drive from his mind those dread- 
ful forebodiags which liken him to the maniac. I 
would impart to his mental energies the mighty in- 
flaence of freedom. I would encourage his physi- 
cal efforts, by all the hopes and promises which ho- 
nest industry can inspire. But, sir, I have no 
such power. As a member of this body, in my ac- 
tion upon this measure, I can only be guided and 
controlled by the lights of the Constituticn. The 
only authority I can or shall presume to exercise 
over this subject, is conferred by the Constitution 
itself. And what is that authority? What are 
the -lerms of the specific grant of power contained 
in that instrament? ‘‘ Congress may pass uniform 
laws upon the subject of bankruptcies throughout 
the United States.” 


specific grant of power confers upon Congress no 
authority to pass this bill. What is.this project, 


It is by virtue of this clause | 
that the bill now before the Senate has been report- | 
ed from the Committee on the Judiciary. That | 


. friend near me (Mr. Lang, of my State,] upon this | 
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isting in the country, relief is now within the 
the power of every honest debtor. The statutory 
provisions of the States, aided by the force of po- 
pular opinion, will afford sufficient remedies for all 
existing evils. 

Mr. President, I represent, in conjunction with 
my honorable colleague, an almost exclusively 
agricultural community—a body of as industrious, 
patriotic and intelligent farmers, as can be found 
within the limits of our Republic. Bat, sir, I 


know not the sentiment of an individual citizen of | 
I have not , 


my State in relation to this subject. 
myself received trom New Hampshire the first let- 
ter or the first memorial touching this question. 
My colleague may have been more fortunate. I 
am wholly ignorant of the views of my worthy 


matter. In the absence, then, of all information of 


: the opinions, feelings, and wishes of my constitu- 


ugh the agency of hanks, brought home toevery man’s | 


ents, [ have been induced, with all the care and at- 


tention I could bestow, to examine the details of , 


the bill reported from the committee, and the 
amendment proposed to that bill by the Senator 
from New Jersey; and the conclusions to which I 


|: have come will be freely stated. They have been 


most conscientiously f.rmed, and formed against 
the whole current of my individual feelings; and if 
they shall be approved by my constituency, I shall 
not only derive from that fact a high personal grati- 
fication, but it will confirm me in the soundness 
of the views I shall have expressed. According to 
my reading of the Constitution, as I understand 
the letter of that instrument, Congress has not the 
power to pass the bill repo:ted by the committee. 
At the adoption of the Constitution of the United 
States, the distinc'ion between an insolvent, anda 
bankrupt system, was well unders ood in Eng!and, 


| and as well understood in our own country. 


And, since that per.od, they have been equally well 
understood in Engiand, by our own Government 
and by the States of thisconfederacy. They have 
been always regarded as totally distinct systems; 
the one having for its object to afford a summary 
and speedy remedy for creditors, against fraudu- 
lent or tailing traders—the other affording relief to 
insolvent cebiors of all denominations. The 
one embraces particular classes within its pro- 
visions, and from the circumstance of their con- 


nection with the commerce and trade of the coun- | 


try, they can only be reached by the exercise of 
that power conferred upon Congress, “lo pass uni- 
form laws upon the subject of bankruptcies; while 
the other comprehends debtors of every description, 
whe can only be relieved by the States, in the ex- 


ercis* of the power reserved to them, but notina ` 
' way “to impair the cbligation of contracts.” 


In 
1827, when a bill was before the Senate, for esta- 


_ blishing a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
; out the United States, it was remarked, in sub- 
i stance, by one of the most distinguished statesmen 


of our country: 

“That if Congress had the constitutional power to pass a 
voluntary bankrupt bill as applicable to all classes of the cem- 
munity, (which he regarded as an insolvent law,) the States had 


` no right to pass any law upon the subject of insolvency; not 


even to authorize the discharge of debtors imprisoned upon a 
process issuing out of their own courts, otherwise than as it 
might suit the pleasure or convenience uf Congress to per- 
mit. 
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“ There was no middle ground. If the partition wall between . 
hankcuptcy and insolvency were broken down, all State legis- : 


lation was subject to the arbitratry, and absolute supervision of 
Congress.” i 
Toese views are sound, practical,full of goed sense 


and are familiar to the understanding of the com- 


© munity; and I cannot but regard the bill now be- 
fore the Senate as a general insolvent system, unau- `' 


buta bill for the abolition of all the subsisting ` 


debts and for the abrogation of all the existing 
contracts of the country? Thisis the true character 
of the measure; and unless Senators are prepared, 
by a most liberal construction of the power conferred 
—a construction which the kind and generous feel- 
ings of the heart might lead them to adopt—they 
can find, in my judgment, no sufficient warranty 
for the passage of this bill. 

It is my purpose to examine this subject, and I 
hope tobe able to show that the particular mea- 


sure now before the Senate cannot be sustained by || 


the authority of tae Constitution. That it is not 
recommended by any considerations of general ex- 
pediency. That, notwithstanding the degree of pe- 
cuniary distress and of individual indebtedness ex- 


thorized by that clause of the Constitution which 
gives authority to Congress “ to pass uniform laws 
upon the subject of bankruptcies.” It is made to em- 
brace all classes of the community Within its provi- 
sions, and hence assumes the character of a general 


insolvent bill. The power conferred is specific, and 


| 


cannot be enlarged by construction. Congress, I 
admit, has authority to pass laws upon the subject cf 


© bankruptcies, and to make them uniform through- 
‘| out the United States; but they derive no power 
i from that provision of the Constitution to abrogate . 


all contracts between man and man, to abolish all 
the debts of the country, to destroy the relation 


between debtor and creditor. The subject of bank- . 
tuptcies over which Congress had an exclusive . 


| not expressly conferred. 


Senate. 


jurisdiction, at the time of the adoption ef our 
Constitation, had a technical as well as a popular 
signification; and in no sense was it supposed to 


embrace any class of persons but that engaged in 
@rade. 


From the act of Henry VIII to the bankru 
law of George IV, passed as late as 182 > 
which provides for the discharge of the debtor from 
his pre-existing liabilities, have not been able, ` 
from my researches, to fiad a single enactment 
which, in terms, includes any class within 
its provisions except those who are deno- 
minated traders; and had the framers of. the 
Constitution designed to have given to Con- 
gress any greater power over this subject 
than was contemperaneously exercised in England, 
it is passing strange that the additional power was 
No one will say but 
that the bankrupt system of England, so far 
as it included those upon which it was intended 
to operate, was not perfectly well understood by 
the statesmen and constitutional lawyers of our 
own country, at the time of the adoption of our 
Constitution. And it is difficult for me to concieve 
why the specific grant of power was not enlarged 


: in terms, if it was intended to be made more cum- 


prehensive than was the existing bankruptsystem 
of England at that time, and then in full force. No 
one will say that bankruptcy and insolyency are 


` synonymous terms; they were not then so un- 


stood elsewhere—they were never so understood 
here. “In strictness, no person but a trader can be 
a bankrupt.” Bankruptcy is applied to mer- 


' chants and traders—insolvency to other persons. 


To bankrupt is to break one in trade. These defi- 
nitions are given by one of the most approved 
Jexicographers that has ever given us the meaning 
of English terms. A bankrupt is defined by ano- 
ther to be “a trader who secretes himself, or does 
certain other acts tending to defraud his creditors. 
The derivation of the term itselt shows that it 
was originally descriptive of a “broken trader.” 


A bankrupt law is well described to be such a 
law as, upon a bankrupt surrendering all his pra- 
perty to commissioners for the benefit of his cre- 
ditors, will discharge him from the payment of all 
his debts. Tae power to pass such laws is con- 
ferred upon Congress, and I admit that they must 
be uniform—they must operate alike throughout 
the United States, and upon the subsisting con- 
tracts between merchants and traders, as a 
distinct class of debtors, and their creditors. This 
is whatI understand to be the subject of bank- 
ruptcy—the subject upon which Congress is 
bound in its legislation to adopt uniform laws— 
equally protecting the interests of creditors and 
the rights of debtors who may constitutionally : be 
embraced in a general system of bankruptcy. 
What can possibly be the subject of bankruptcies, 
upon which Congress is required to pass uniform 
laws, but the debts, the contracts, the personal 
rights, subsisting among those upon whom the law 
can be made constitutionally to operate? 

Entirely different is an insolvent system. The 
unfortunate and embarrassed debtor seeks tempo- 
rary relief under the operations of this system; and 
the States, uodertheir reserved powers, provide . 
this temporary relief, according to their own dis- 
cretion. They cannot impair the obligation-of 
contracts; but in almost every State of the Union, 
insolvent laws of some description have been 
passed, looking to the benefit of the unfortanate, 
and securing to the debtor the privilege of obtain- 
ing temporary relief from pressure and embarrass- 
ment. These laws are different in different States; 


' but the power of passing them is reserved te the 
` States, and cannot be exercised by Congress. 


“Under a special grant of power to us in 1789, 
to pass “uniform laws on the subject of bankrupt- 
cies,” how could we then extend those laws to per- 
sons who at that time were not within the letter 
or spirit of the bankrapt system, any more than 


| we could extend them to distinct subjects of land 


»-- 
ae 


i hardly be 
titles, or forms of legal process? It need 

argued that if we, as the agents of the several 
States, with explicit powers, undertake to construe 
the extent of these powers broader than what 
we know the langaage was then understood to 
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mean, it is as much & violation of the Constitution 
as it would be ia usurp powers entirely new.” 
Ithas sometimes been argued, and with much force 
and ability, that as the Constitution has prohibite 
the States from passing any law “impairing the 
obligation of coatracts,” that under the power con- 
ferred to pass uniform Jaws upon the subject of 
bankruptcy, no such laws can be passed, even by 
Congress, impairing the obligation of any existing 
contract, or having a retrospective operation. 
This matter I am disposed to leave for others to 
settle. It is wholly unnecessary for my purpose 
to discuss that question. I take the bill as it is, 
and I find sufficient objection upon its face to deter 
me from giving to it my support. Looking at the 
general object of the measure; regarding it as corn- 
prehending classes, unauthorized by the Constitu- 
tion itself, I am constrained to oppose it. This 
question ef constitutional power, as was well ‘said 
on a former occasion, by one of the most efficient, 


industrious, and learned judges that ever occupied 


a seat on the bench of the Supreme Court of my 
native State, 

“Isa question to be settled by the books, and not by conjec- 
ture or argument. There had, it was true, been some diffi- 
culty in determining who were, and who were not traders. 


The courts had, by construction, embraced several classes of ` 


persons within the statute; but it had always been done on the 
express ground that their principal employment was that of 
trading. So particular statutes, since the thirteenth of Eliza- 
beth, have included some and rejected other classes from the 


or were not engaged in 
tute of George TI; such of the new bankrupt act of 1825; and 
such the principle running through all the one or two hundred 
reported decisions upon this system.” 


If the power t> include all classes of the commu- | 


nity, within the provisions of this bill, cannot be 
inferred from the express terms of the Constitution 
itself, it certainly will not be presumed to apper- 
tain to Congress from the records of our own his- 
. tory anteyior, as well as subsequent, to the adop- 
tion of the Constitution; nor can we find authority 
for any such opinion in the whole history of Eng- 
land for the lasttwo centuries. 
“No instance could be found for the whole two centuries 


since the introdiction of the system, of a mere agriculturist | 


having been adjudged a bankrupt, The definition of a bankrupt 
in the statute, forbade such a construction; judicial decisions, 
more than one hundred and fifty years old, had forbidden it; 
and the subsequent statutes had again and again forbidden. it; 
and this, not because they had befure been inciuded, nor on 
any local theory of politicain England, but because a bankrupt 
system, in ils true extent and meaning, was not adapted to the 
bacaerneae habits, opinions, or condition, of an agricultural po- 
pulation. : 


The Constitution of the United States, as before 
stated, declares that “no State shall pass any bill 
impairing the obligation of contracts.” No gen- 
Ueman will contend that it is within the constitu- 
tional power of any one State of the Confederacy 
to pass a voluntary bankrupt bill; such a bill as 
that reported by the majority of the committee. 
This power is expressly prohibited by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States; and it may be well to 
consider under what cireumstances the provision 
to establish uniform laws on the subject of bank- 
ruptcies throughout the United States, and the pro- 
hibition above recited, were incorporated into the 
Constitution. Itis perfectly manifest to my mind, 
that to the States, and to the States exclusively, 
did the power belong, to pass an insolvent law; 
that this power conld no more be exercised by 
Congress, under that clause of the Constitution, 
giving authority to passa uaiform law upon the 
subject of bankruptey, than it could exercise the 
power to abolish all contracts and all debts. The 
express power conferred upon Congress has its 
meaning and its limitation. The power prohibit. 
ed to be exercised by the States, has also its mean- 
ing and its limitation. No one doubts that it is 
perfectly competent for State Legislatures to pre- 
seribe remedies for the collection of debts. No one 
can doubt that State Legislatures can pass acts of 
limitation with reference to all contracts entered 
into subsequent to the passage of such acts; but-no 
one will have the boldness to assert that States can 
pass any act of limitation which shall have a re- 
trospective operation. States, with reference to 
contracts’ in fatare, can exempt this and that 

piece of property from atttachment and ex- 
ecution—can even free the person of the 
debtor from arrest and imprisonment. But 
in doing all this, which are remedial provi- 
gious, they cannot -impair the obligation of 
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the contract itself. They have not the power to 
nullify a contract between individuals—to abolish 
a subsisting debt. States have the power to pass 
insolvent laws, which look to the relief of the 
debtor, as well as to the interest of the creditor. 
They may legalize an assignment, honestly and 
fairly made by the debtor, of his property; 
but they cannot abrogate the contract, or de- 
stroy the debt of the creditor, without his agency 
or assent. In my own State, the body of the 
debtor is liable to imprisonment on all debts beyond 
a certain amount; but when the debtor is, by due 
course of law, discharged from that imprisonment 
as an insolvent, he cannot afterwards be arrested 
on the same cause of action; but when fortune shall 
smile upon his efforts, and prosperity crown his 
enterprises, the creditor then can reach the proper- 
ty of his debtor. All the doings of State Legislatures 
since the adoption of the Federal Constitution, have, 
in relation to this matter, been confined exclusively 
to the passage of remedial acts—to the establish- 
ment of a mere insolvent system—to the affording 
that relief to the unfortunate and honest debtor 


' which they could do, without destroying the absolute 
` rights of creditors. These salutary provisions, we 
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all know, are not the same in all the States. They 
are essentially different in different communities, 
In some of the States the body of the debior is 


i not liable to arrest on mesne process; in others it 
bankrupt system; but invariably on the ground that they were | 
trade. Such was the theory of the sta- © 


is. Insome of the States judgments operate as 
liens upon the real estate of the debtor; in others 
they have no such operation. In some of the 
States property of one description is liable to at- 
tachment; in others the same description of proper- 
ty is exempt from the process of the law. But in 
no State, without the assent of the creditor, can the 
obligation of his pre-existing contracts be impaired 
by the force of State legislation. It may then be 
asserted, and I trust without contradiction, that all 
the power the States possess over this subject, is, ia 
short, to afford, by their legislation, temporary re- 
lief to the insolvent debtor, leaving the absolute 
rights of the creditor unimpaired. I admit that the 
States possess this power; but, in mak:ng that ad- 
mission, I am not prepared to acknowledge that 
sach a power as is asserted in the bill before the 
Senate, is vested in, orcan be exercised by, the 
Congress of the United States. 

This is the important question: Has Congress 
the power to pass a general insulvent system, look- 
ing to the entire abrogation of all contracts? If 
Congress has no power to interfere with the reme- 
dial statutory provisions adopted by the States with 
reference to the rights of their own citizens—if 
Congress has not the power to abolish the subsist- 
ing debts of the citizens of a sovereign State—then, 
sir, it follows that it has not the constitutional au- 
thority to pass the bill before us. With just as 
much propriety can it be said that Congress pos- 
sesses the power to annul any contract entered 
into between any one of the States and a foreign 
Government, as to say that it can embrace within 
the provisions of a general bankrupt system every 
class of the community. With equal right can it 
be urged that Congress has the power to nullify the 
acts of a State, as to contend that it has the power 
to nullify the debts of the citizens of that State. 

If the bill proposed by the committee could be 
regarded as a limit, beyond which the constitution- 
al power of Congress over this subject could not 
extend, then I freely adm‘t the farming classes 
would not object to its general provisions. And I 
as freely admit that, if any such bill can be passed 
by Congress, it shonld embrace every class of 
debtors. But, Mr. President, it is in reference to 
this whole subject—it is in view of the power 
which it is alleged that Congress does possess in re- 
lation to this question—that I oppose this particu- 
lar measure. If Congress can pass this bill, esta- 
blishing a system of voluntary bankruptcy, there 
can be no doubt that, under the same specific grant 
of power, it can establish a system of compulsery 
bankruptcy. If Congress can extend to the farmer 
the privilege of declaring himself a bankrupt, at 
his mere will and pleasure, it can, by the compal- 
sory process of the law, force him to be declared a 
bankrupt, however much such a declaration might 
militate with his interest, or be opposed by his 
judgment. If a farmer debtor can be permitted, 
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without the knowledge of bis creditor, to declare 
himself a bankrupt, and be proceeded against ac- 
cordingly, and in effect obtain a certificate of dis- 
charge, it follows, irresistibly, that Congress may 
authorize a creditor of awy such farmer debtor to 
originate proceedings against him—cause him to be 
decreed a bankrupt—compel him to surrender his 
whole estate, his lands, his flocks, his herds, his im- 
plements, his every thing, into the hands of as- 
signees, for the benefit of his creditors. And be- 
lieving, as I most conscientiously do, that the fra- 
mers of the Constitution never contemplated the 
exercise of any such power—never, for a moment, 
supposed that the specific grant of power to Con- 
gress to pass uniform Jaws upon the subject of 
bankruptcies, “gave authority to embrace class- 
es of the community within the provisions of 
a bankrupt system, who, according to the popular, 
as well as the technical, meaning of the term bank- 
ruptcy, at the time of the adop:ion of our Consti- 
tation, were most clearly excluded—I feel con- 
strained to oppose the measure. If Congress has 
ihe power to pass this bill, it possesses full and ple- 
nary power over every part of the subject. If it 
can permit the farmer to become a bankrupt, it 
can compel him to become a bankrupt. If it 
can give to him the privilege of selecting 
lime, place, and every other circumstance, 
to declare himself a bankrupt, it can 
compel him, without his agency, and against 
his will, when the creditor shall see fit io move, to 
yield to the decree ofa judicial tribunal declar- 
ing hima bankrupt. Ifthe power is admitted, it 
must be conceded for every purpose. It will nct 
do to say that Congress can pass this system for 
voluntary bankruptcy, and is precluded from pass- 
ing any bill providing for invoiuntary, compulsory 
bankruptcy; and the practical farmers of my 
owa country will not infer, from my decided 
opposition to this bill upon constitutional grounds, 
that I am disposed to deprive them of any privi- 
leges which I would extend to the other ciasses of 
the community. Far otherwise: if there is any 
portion of our citizens for whom I entertain a strong 
predilection, it is for the farming classes. If there 
is any portien of our community whose great inte- 
rests deserve the vigilant attention of Congress, it is 
that of the agricultural class. The merchants ne- 
ver fail to be heard, when, in their judgment, a 
proper regard to their rigats requires the legislative 
interposition of Congress. We have them always 
with us. Well understanding their own peculiar 
interests, they never fail to declare them aad to 
maintain them with great ability, aud with most 
untiring zeal. Not so with the yeomanry, the 
practical husbandmen of our country. Their re- 
tiring habits—their little connection with commer- 
cial men—their disposition to cultivate their own 
soil in peace, seldom leads them to present their 
grievances in our halls of legislation; and, sir, it is 
this very characteristic habit of the farmer—this 
retirement from the business and the bustle of com- 
merce and trade—it is this absence >m all the 
confusion and hazards of enterprise and specula- 
tion, that led the framers of our National Constitu- 


tion to incorporate the guarded and qualified provi- , 


sion which they did, defining the power of Con- 
gress over the subject of bankruptcies. Had they 
intended to have subjected the. farming classes of 
eur country to all the evils of a bankrupt system, 
why was this clause thus guarded? Why was not 
the word insolvency coupled with that of bank- 
ruptcy?) Why was not the clause made in express 
terms to embrace portions of our community which 
had never been included within the provisions of 
any bankrupt system of England, from the thir- 
teenth of Elizabeth, to the time of the adoption of 
our Constitution. 
such grant of power to Congress would have been 
sanctioned by the American people, the source of 
all political power in this country, 

Mr. President, does any Senator now present, 
for a moment believe, that if the Constitution had, 
in express terms, conferred upon Congress the 
power to include all classes of our community 
within the provisions of a bankrupt system, as it 
was then understood, that such a power would have 
been affirmed and approved by those who ulti- 
mately ratified that instrament? No, sir; such a 


It was for the reason that no , 


ti 
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clause, instead of being assented to, would have 
produced, in my judgment, an entire revolt among 
the people. The farming classes of our commani- 
ty were not mingling in the active business opera- 
tions of the country. They were not accustomed 
to that rigid and precise punctuality and prompt- 
ness so essential to the honor and credit of the mer- 
chant. They confided in each other—they knew 
each other’s responsibilities and resources; and will 
any man say that it was contemplated by the fra- 
mers of our Constitution, that if a farmer—an in- 
dastrious mechanic—a_ hard handed workingman, 
should commit, according to the law of merchants, 
an act of bankruptcy, that he might, thereupon, be 
compelled to submit to the severe operations of an 
involuntary bankrupt system? that if the farmer, 
mechanic, or laboring man, should fail to pay his 
note at the time and place of payment—that he 
was to be declared a bankrupt,and that his estate, his 
house, his property of every description was to be 
taken from him, and his affairs to undergo an admi- 
nistration in the lifelime of the owner? Sir, the idea 
is preposterous; and he who would venture to argue 
the policy ef any such measure, is little acquainted 
with the character, spirit, and tone of indepen- 
dence, which distinguishes the hardy cultivators of 
our soil, and the industrious mechanics of our own 
workshops. Sir, no such bill as this would be en- 
dwed. {It would be expunged from our statute 
book by the force of public vpinion—by the irre- 
sistible sentiment of an indignant community, 
sooner than were those odious acts of Congress, 
“the alien and sedition laws.” Such a system is at 
war with all the noble, generous, confiding feelings 
of our agricultural community; and it is, sir, for 


the reason that Congress has not the power. 


to pass a compulsory bankrupt law, em- 
bracing all classes within its provisions, that 
I deny the existence of the constitutional power 
to pass the bill seeking to establish a voluntary 
bankrupt system, aud embracing within its 
provisions the same classes of the community. 
As I have before said, if the power of Congress to 
pass this bill ıs admitted, the power is necessarily 
yielded for every purpose. Sir, policy may lead to 
the recommendation of this measure at this time, 
but beware of the consequences. Pass this bill—tae 
power isadmitted—the fate of the mechanic and 
farmer is thus jeoparded. 
I well recollect the indignant feeling, the strong 
popular bias, which existed in the public mind 
against the bankrupt act of 1800. The fate of that 
law shouid induce the Senate to pause, before it 
gives its sanction to another bill, much more ob- 
Jectionable in its terms. ButI refer to the act of 
1800, for the purpose of strengthening the position 
Ihave assumed, that the framers of the Constitu- 
tion could not have intended to give, ncr does 
the Constitution itself expressly give, to Congress 
the power to include in a bankrupt system all 
classes of the community? I have !ooked into the 
history of that measure; and infer from the 
Tact that the law of 18)0 included only merchants 
and trade“! within its provisions, that no other 
classes conld be constitutionally embraced? This 
. Jaw, it will be recollected, was brought forward 
within a very few years after the adoption of the 
Constitution, when the author of our Declaration 
‘of Independence, and those who took an active part 
in procuring the ratification of the Constitution by 
the sovereign people, were connected with the 
‘councils of the nation; when, indeed, the Repre- 
sentatives themselves, then fresh Irom the people, 
were of that very people; when this great palladium 
of our political, civil, and religious rights, was consi- 
dered, discussed, and finally adopied; and yet, not 
a wordor line is to be found within the bankrupt 
act of 1800,comprehending agriculturalists and me- 
chanics within its provisions. That fact itself is 
high authority against any attempt, at this period of 
our history, by the descendants of the fathers of 
the Republic, to give such a forced construction to 
this specific grant of constitutional power. If 
those who made the Constitution, familiar with its 
terms, conversant with ifs provisions, could not, 
consistently with their sense of public duty, on the 
passage of the first bankrupt bill, embrace all 
classes of the community within its provisions, it 
would seem to me to be great arrogance, a violent 
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assumption of power, for us to assume the exercise 
of such an authority under the same clause of our 
Constitution. 

Sir, no sach power was presumed to exist then; no 
such power was then attempted to be exercised. 
And I regard this important fact, (considering the 
time when the first bankrupt bill was passed, and 
under what circumstances, and by the agency of 
what men it was adopted,) es proof strong as 
holy writ against the bill before us, and as a prac- 
tical construction of the specific power conferred 
upon Congress “to pass uniform laws upon the 
subject of bankruptcies,” given by those very 
men who were not only cotemporary with the very 
origin of the instrament, but who were active in 
obtaining the assent of the people to its ultimate 
ratification. 

Ia the course of my remarks upon the unconsti- 
tutionality of this particular bill, I have adverted 
to the fact, that merchants and traders were in- 
tended to be exclusively embraced within the pro- 
visions of a national bankrupt system, on account 
of their necessary connection with the commerce 
of the country. In farther illustration of that 
idea, I would refer to the commentary upon the 
Censtitu:ion cf the United States by Justice Story, 


wherein it is alleged that 

“The power to pass laws on the subject of bankruptcies was 
not in the original draft of the Constitution. The original arti- 
cle was committed to a committee, with the following proposi- 


| tion: ‘to establish uniform laws upon the subject of bankrupt- 


cies, and respecting the damages arising on the protestof foreign 
bills of exchange.’ The committee subsequently made a re- 
port in favor of incorporating the clause on the subject of 


bankruptciesinto the Constitution; and it was adopted by a i 


vote of nine States against one.” 


No better or more satisfactory evidence could be , 


adduced to show that this specific grant of power 
to Congress, over this subject, was intended to in- 
clude only merchants and traders. As that class 
of onr citizens has a necessary connection with 
the general commerce of the country, and with the 
commerce between the respective States, this 
power was intended to operate exclusively upon 
them. Their business relations unavoidably 
extended to all the commercial Srates of 
the Union. Debtors were to be found in 
one, and creditors in another member of 
the confederacy. And in this way it is easy to 
account rationaliy for the peculiar phraseology 
adopted in the Constitution. Laws upon this 
subject were to be uniform throughout the United 
States. The bankrupt trader of Carolina was to 
be subject to the same statutory provisions as the 
bankrupt trader of Massachusetts. The rights of 
all creditors were equally protected in the one, as 
in the other Sta'e. Considering, then, the peculiar 
circumstances under which this particular grant of 
power was incorporated into the Constitution—con- 
sidering the history of the times at the commence- 
ment of our national Government—considering 
the character and extent of the English bankrupt. 
system, at the adoption of our Constitution—I can- 
not doubt that the framers of that instrument in- 
troduced the specific grant of power to, Con- 
gress, “to pass unifoim laws upon the subject of 
bankruptcies,” with the intent of limiting its prac- 
tical operation to those classes of our community 
engaged in trade. With one single extract from 
the Federalist,a work prepared and sent forth to 
the American people by Mr. Madison and others, 
to procure the ratification of the Constitution it- 
self, I shall take leave of this branch of the sub- 
ject. 

ithe power of establishing uniform laws of bankruptcy, is 
so intimately connected with the regulation of commerce, and 
will prevent so many frauds, where the parties or their proper- 
ty may lie, or be removed into different States, that the expedi- 
ency of it seems not likely to be drawn in question.” 

But, if Congress had the power to pass this bill 
under the Coastitution, viewing it as I do, I should 
nevertheiess feel constrained to oppose it as inexpe- 
dient and impolitic, because it provides exclusively 
for a voluntary bankruptcy, and upon the ex parte 
proceeding of the debtor himself. He causes him- 
self to be declared a bankrup!, when and where he 
pleases. He selecis his own time—his own place. 
He makes all the needful preparation—he looks 
into his own affairs—he passes in review his long 
list of creditors—he selects one here, and another 
there, and pays them the u:termost farthing. No 
one knows his molives; no eye car look into his 
heart, except the eye of Ọmnisçience; no man can 
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jadge what is passing in his mind; he makes all 
ready, and, without the agency, the assent, or even 
the knowledge of his creditor, declares himself 
a bankrupt. Nothing could be contrived by the 
cunning device of man, which, in its effects, would 
be more demoralizing upon the community, more 
disastrous to the hopes of the debtor, than the very 
measure before us. It is most admirably calcula- 
ted to make honest debtors rogues. The tempta- 
tions to fraud and deception are too strong 
for an unfortunate debtor to resist. You say 
to him, select your own time, your own piace, ar- 
range all your affairs, keep your own secrets, fa- 
vor whom you will, do in all things as you please, 
and, when every necessary preparation shall have 
been made, proceed and declare yourself a bank- 
rupt—deliver up to the assignees what little sub- 
stance shall remain—be declared a bankrupt, and 
claim a certificate of discharge from all outstand- 
ing liabilities. There might be, under the opera- 
tions of this bill, now and then an honest 
proceeding; but in nine cases out cf ten, fraud 
would be so nicely interwoven that the keen 
and vigilant exertions, subsequently made, even 
by a creditor himself, would not be able to 
detect it. Yet fraud would lie concealed at the 
foundation of the whole proceeding. The credi- 
tor would know it; but unable perhaps to expose it, 
he would mark the bankrupt as a krave, anda 
long subsequent life of purity would not be suffi- 
cient to wipe away the deep stain, with wh'ch his 
moral character wonld be tainted. An honest but 
unfortunate debtor seldom appeals to his creditors 
for indulgence or favor, without effect; butin our 
action upon this bill, we seem to lose sight of 
the great body of creditors; we seem to be le- 
gislating without any regard to their interests; 
we seem to forget that where there is a debtor 
there is also a creditor; and jn our great sympathy 
for the former, we become cold and indifferent to 
the claims of the latter. This very consideration 
and state of feeling unfit us for fair, prudent, and 
safe legislation upon the subject. While we are 
ready, from the abundance of our good feelings, 
to set the debtor free, to abrogate ali his contracts 
and absolve him from all his debts, we should 
bring to mind that the very act may not only bank- 
rupt his creditor, but may also involve ihe fate 
of an innumerable train of other honest creditors. 
While we are loud and long in expressing our 
commiseration for the misfurtanes of A, and are 
ready by the strong impulse of feeling to procure 
his deliverance from the bondage of debt, we 
should remember that we may, by that very 
act, bankrupt B; and his bankruptcy may preduce 
the rain of C; and so on to the end of the alphabet. 
A fair, honest, straight-forward dealer, on looking 
into his affairs, counting upon bis means, vonsi- 
ders himself well enongh to live, and retires from 
the active scenes of life to enjoy the earnings of his 
industry; but, in the twinkling of an eye, without 
any agency, or even knowledge, on his part, his 
long list of debtors have been declared bankrupts. 
Embarrassment, if not utter ruin, is inevitably his 
fortune. 


I have said, sir, that no unfortunate debtor ap- 
peals in vain to his creditor for aid. His affairs 
are examined, and forthwith his efforts are encou- 
raged. He goes forward with renewed vigor, and 
with fresh and confident hopes. This seasonabie 
relief from an indulgent creditor has had the effect 
desired. The man is saved; every debt is fully 
paid; success has crowned his last efforts. But let 
this bill pass—let the debtor procure himself de- 
clared a bankrupt, without the agency, or even 
knowledge of his creditor, and never can that 
debtor again enter into the business of life with 
any good prospects of success. He can gain no 
new credit. The kind and friendly relations once 
subsisting between him and his creditors are en- 
tirely changed. Their good opinion is alienated. 
The debtor is forced to begin life anew without 


means, without credit, and without friends—effects 


resulting from the very acts which he would be au- 


thori . I£ this bill passes, it destroys the 
chins snd the trust which mast subsist when 
credit is extended; and one of the very objects 
which the friends of this measure suppose would 


be accomplished by ils passage, would never 
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be realized—and that is, the immediate and ulti- 


male benefit to the debtor himself. lt may afford 
temporary relief to the debtor; but such a course 
cannot fail to excite the distrust, and to destroy the. 
confidence of the creditor, and must inevitably 
Jead to the embarrassment, if not to the utter dis- 
may of the debtor himself, : 


I would not pass this bill, then, looking exclu- 
sively and solely to the future interests of the insol- 
vent debtor himself. In my firm belief, it cannot 
fail to produce upon the moral character of the 
debtor class the most deleterious consequences. 

The following sentiment, offered in 1827, by a 
most distinguished statesman, should induce the 
Semate to consider well before they pass this act: 

“However meritorious a portion of the debtors of our coun- 
try may be, and however honest they might prove in the sur- 
render oftheir estates under such a law, are we prepared to offer 
the temptation, and to throw wide open the door to more than 
five hundred thousand debtors of every description, dispersed 
in every direction throughout the United States, to stain the 
fair fame of their country, and defile the temple of justice with 
their corruptions, their frauds, their prejudices, and suborna- 
tions of perjuries, until every moral principle is debased, and 
every pecuniary obligation is dissolved! These were the 
effects that flowed from the bankrupt law of 1800, when the 
debtors were very few, and the principles of morality more re- 

d. Therefore, what are we to expect from that heteroge- 
neous host of paper credit dealers, brokers, stockjobbers, and 
banking adventurers, which twerty-three years of times of 
more than ordinary character have thrown into the com? 
munity? The m st demoralizing effects must result from such 
a biil as that before the Senate.” 

That bill, sir, was far less objectionable in its 

. details than the bill now before us. 

Under the provisions of the bill emanating from 
the majority of the committee, the order of things 
is entirely reversed. The creditor becomes the 
victim of the debtor; he is subject to his pleasure. | 
When the debtor wills he acts; not to protect the 
interests of his creditor, but to free himself from 
all existing liabilities, to put his creditor—the 
man whose favor he had solicited, whose friendship 
he had won, whose money he had obtained, and to 
whom he had pledged his honor and his faith—at 
defiance; to say to this creditor, I have enjoyed 
the blessings of this credit system to my heart's 
content—I desire now to wipe off my debts—to be 
declared a bankrupt; and this I intend to accom- 
plish without your agency, and even without your 
knowledge. The very man who would gladly 
extend to his debtor, if desired, farther favor, rather 
than to see his substance, his whole estate, pass 
from his control, and become subject to the exclu- 
sive order and direction of an assignee, is denied 
all interference ia this matter. All offers of friend- 
ship are contemned, and acts of kindness are re- 

rded without favor. 

Sir, this is neither honest nor just. For what 
purpose does the debtor declare himself a bank- 
rupt? To free himself from embarrassment—to 
be no longer made subject to the power of his 
creditor—to give up his property in posses 
sion for distribution, and receive full ab- 
solution from all prior contracts. This is the 
avowed purpose of the bankrupt debtor. But 
should any such purpose be carried ou! with- 
out the assent of, or even notice to the creditor, 
a proceeding which contemplates a surrender of 
the whole estate of debtors to assignees for the 
benefit of creditors is to be commenced and pro- 
secuted without their knowledge. I object. most 
strenuously ' to this feature of the bill. It is calcu- 
lated to promote frauds, and utterly to destroy 
that confidence so essential to the very life and 
being of a trading community, Pass the bili of 
the committee, and I ask what will be the inevitable 
consequences? Will it benefit the debtor class to 
the extent contemplated? Ne, sir. Will it aid them 
in their future operAtions? No, sir. Will it tend 
to encourage their hopes, and to stimulate their 
enterprise? Will its passage afford them any sub- 
stantial relief? Will it give them that permanent 
good which has been so feelingly and eloquently 
described on this floor? No, sir. There is a fatal 
delusion touching this subject. Senators have 
entirely miscalcoiated the benefits which would re- 
sult to the debtor class by the passage of this bill. 
Unless I have formed a most erroneous judg- 
ment in relation to the ultimate effects of this 
measure, debtors ‘will find from sad experience 
that it will prove an embarrassment rather than a 
relief-—a curse rather than a blessing. Pass this 
Will providing for voluntary bankruptcy, and you 
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necessarily impose consequent burdens upon the 
debtor, which his condition would illy enable him 
to bear. I admit that he might, under the opera- 
tions of this bill, obtain a full discharge from his 
existing debts; but this is a mere temporary relief. 
One of the benign effects imputed to this measure, 
according to the speeches of Senators, is not only 
to set the debtor free, but to give him new impul- 
ses—to stimulate hix to new enterprises—to put in 
requisition all his mental and physical energies, 
in order to regain a standing and to acquire 
a character and influence, which have been 
temporarily lost to him by adverse scenes. 

But, how are these things to be accomplished? 
True it is the debtor has obtained his certificate— 


he is free from debt—he is without property; but ` 


as true is it that, if his proceedings have been car- 
ried on against the will of his creditors, he will be 
without credit, naked, powerless and moneyless, 
and without friends. Can such a man engage in 
new enterprises with any fair prospect of success? 
Would not such a condition paralyze thé active 
energies of his mind? Could he go forward? No 
sr, no; he would ask for credit, but would be an- 
swered, you have abused the confidence reposed in 
you; you have disregarded the kind offers of your 
creditors; youhave spurned our friendly overtures; 
you have taken our means against our will, and 
without our knowledge, to obtain your discharge; you 
have thus destroyed the very confidence and trust 
which we had reposed in your honor and in your 
integrity. The relations, therefore, which have 
subsisted between us, can no longer be continued. 
Such, sir, would be the responses which such 
debtors would receive on attempting to engage 
anew in business upon the credit of others. Men 
are actuated by known principles in all their trans- 
actions: a different course of conduct, under. the 
circumstances, would be opposed to the motives 
and considerations which ordinarily influence hu- 
man nature. How then,is this voluntary bank- 
rupt te begin life again? How is he to take a new 
departure? How is he to obtain a new credit? Sir, 
in nine times out of ten his application would be 
obstinately resisted, and never would it be accom- 
plished but by the agency of responsible friends or 
relatives. Men are not so injudicious and.so im- 
provident in the management of their pecuniary 
affairs, that they will a sscond time trust their pro- 
perty, without security, to an acknowledged. bank- 


rupt, who has only to consult his own interest, or | 
his own convenience, to again originate a like pro- | 


ceeding, as will lead to a second declaration of his 
bankruptcy. j 

Pass this bill, sir, and, my word for it, experi- 
ence will show, that, although you may have given 
to the unfortunate debtor temporary relief, you will 
have added difficulties insuperable to his again em- 
barking in successfal business. While you have 
discharged the debtor from his debts, you have 
created an impassable breach between him and his 
creditor. 


Senate. 


debtor will be decreed a bankropt. That was 
the object in view, and the end will sanctify the 
means. Such portion of his substance as the 
debtor himself, in the abundance of his liberality, 
shall reserve for that porpo‘e, will be distributed 
among his creditors. Now, sir, is it not palpably 
wrong that, while we are giving to the debtor 
these peculiar privileges, we should withhold all 
from the ereditor, when he may have good reason 
to suspect that his debtor is a bankrup? He may 
wish to proceed against him, and to compel a sur- 
render of his property for the benefit of his honest 
creditors; but this is denied him. I ask, why shall 


; the debtor dec'are himself a bankrup:? It is an- 
` swered, that his effects may go to his honest eredi- 


tors, and he be discharged. Be it so. Why, then, 


` shall not his creditor have the priviiege of showing 


While you have obtained for him a cer- | 


tifieate of freedom, you have bound him in the - 


worst shackles of slavery. True, he is free from | 


debt; but he has lost the confidence—he has for- 
feited the support of the capitalist. 


risks of trade. 
The bill, in its details, seeures no practical ad- 


vantage to the creditor—he is not only denied the | 


privilege of participating in the proceeding which 
leads to the consummation of the bankruptcy of 
his debtor, but his rights are entirely overlooked 
from beginning to end. The debtor is the sole ac- 
tor in this scene. He enters and exits at his plea- 


sure. He keeps his creditor ignorant of all his | 
movements, and I ask, would it be difficult for any || 


He cannot | 
again embark, with any hope of success, in the | 


designing debtor, in possession of a large estate, to : 


make such transfers as would elude the closest 
search of his creditor—as would prevent, in any sub- 
sequent movement, the discovery of the truth? If this 
bill is to find a place upon our statute book, it will 
become, like the act of 1800, a fruitful source of 
frauds and perjuries, disgraceful to the character of 


_ our country. 


With all the guards and checks incorporated in- 
to this bill, the creditor will be unable to do any 
thing. The very proceeding will not be stayed an 


| hour by the powerless efforts of acreditor. The 


tu the court acts of bankruptcy committed by his 
debtor, in order to obtain the posse:sion and con- 
trol of his estate for the self same object? The in- 
terest of creditors and the relief of debtors, lie at 
the bottom of all this proceeding in bankruptcy. 
By this bill, you say to the Jatter, you shall be the 
exclusive judge when and how you can best ad- 
vance the interest of the former, and promote your 
own freedom from embarrassment. By this bill, 
you coerce the former to follow in the wake of the 
latter; you deny to them the right of judging how 
their own interest can best be subserved. You, in 
short, bind the creditor, head and foot, to the ‘will 
of the debtor. These are some of my objections to 
the bill emanating from the majority of the com- 
mittee. But, sir, before we pass this bill we ought 
to survey the whole ground. Adopt this provision 


of voluntary bankruptcy, and you involve the com- 


munity in confusion worse confounded; you add 
to the embarrassment and distress of the country; 
you break up all the relations between creditor and 
debtor; you introduce a state of things, the evil of 
which may be conceived, but cannot well be de- 
scribed. 

Pass this bill, sir, and you will drive every man 
of property to distrust his fellow man—you will 
destroy the benefit of all well regulated credit, the 
effect of which will be greatly to augment the em- 
barrassments of the business communities. I look 
upon the passage of this bill as a fruitful source of 
frauds—as productive of consequences to the com- 
munity deeply to be deplored. Sir, before we give 
our sanction to the measure, we should at least 
pause long enough to bring to our recoilection the 
baneful effects of that bankrupt system which re- 
ceived the sanction of Congress in 1800. It cannot 
fail to be remembered that it produced the most 
demoralizing and damning influence upon the cha- 
racier of our country. The grossest frauds and 
perjuries were but the ordinary effects of that mea- 
sure; and although its operation was limited to five 
years, yet such were its deleterious effects upon 


| the community, that, by the force of public senti- 
| ment, it was repealed at the end of three-fifths of 


the time allotted for iis existence. Pass this bill, 
sir, and the youngest member of this Senate may 
not have years of penance enough left for him in 


| this life, to atone for all the evils which its passage 


may inflict upon the country. The sad experience 
uncer the act of 1800 should deter Congress from 
any new experiment. I look upon this scheme as 
pregnant with the most mischievous effects. Credit 
is of tov delicate a character to be violently as- 
sailed—it is too sensitive to be roughly handled. 
And may I not ask who is benefited by credit? who 
seeks to obtain it? who grants, and who receives? 
An honest and just answer to these inquiries 
should at least check the debtor in any course 
pena shakes the confidence and trust of the cre- 
itor. 


This measure is not called for by the mechanics, 
farmers, agriculturalists, and working classes of 
the State in which I live. Ihave said, sir, that I 
know not the sentiment of a single ciuzen of New 
Hampshire upen this sobject; but if there was any 
such feeling there, as has been. described with so 
much impressiveness and eloquence as existing in 
other sections of our. country, sure I am that 
my cclleagve and myself would have learned 
the will of our consiituents before this time. 
They would have expressed their opinions 
freely, and confidently called wpon us to Galty 
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intu effect their wishes. But, sir, I greatly mis- 
take the sians of the umes, If the , farmers of our 
country, generally, fee! any great solicitude for the 


| 


fa eof this measure. Men etgeged in trade, adven- | 
turersand specola‘ors, have been knocking loudly 


at the door of the Seaate, and are now anxiously 
locking for the passage of this bill. They ask re- 
het in order to start afresh; they are now in bond- 
age; they wish for liberty; they are trammeiled in 
their cperation:; they scek to obtain a full discharge 
I: is ail aceomplisned, Then they will attempt to 
go foita sgain, doubiing their diligence, their haz- 
ards, their adventiies, in the hope that success 
may aveod theireffuris, They bec me, however, 
once more involved by reason of their mad specu- 
Jation—'he-r hopes have been de!uded—theirantici- 
patons have net becn real zed; they find themselves 
orce more bankrupt, if not in character, in proper- 
ty: and if tms bill passes, they will again go forth, 
and in dve time obtain a second deliverance from 
their indebtedness. LTleave tor others to descant 
upon the morality of such a proc:eding. Itcan 
find no favor with me. Sir, we are blinded by our 
feelings, pushed on by our prejudices, and are rea- 
dy, body and soui, to enlist under the banner of the 


debtor; while the poor creditor, whose children are | 


left penniless; whose prospects have ail been blight- 
ed by the madness, corruption, and fraud of his debt- 
ors, can excite none of our sympathy, or awaken 
in bis behalf even the ordinary feeling of exact jus- 
tice. Our feelings have taken a wrong direction. 
“Judgment has fled,” and passion has assumed 
the place of reason. 


There are other objections to the bill before the — 
It takes from our S‘ale courts and trans- | 


Senate. 
fers to the Federal courts, the entire control of the 
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pose, distincily manifested in the proposed #mead- 
ment; and that is to inctude banks ard e'her cor- 
pcrations concerted in the business o! trade, Within 
its provisions. This principle, if adopted by the 
Senate, would reconcile me to the amendinent, 
with such modificetions as I presume my hvnora- 


- ble friend himself wuld be willing to have made. 


` sons, cittzens of the S ate, dependent upon the ac- | 


Tam in favor of including corporations absolutely 
and unqualifiedly within the provisions of the bill. 
I would net have their inclusion depend upen 
the act of the Siate Legis'ature. They are aiti- 
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ficial persons; ani there weuld be no more pro- - 


ptivty to make their inclusion dependent apon the 
will of the State wherein the corporation may be 
located, than to make the inciusion of natural per- 


tion of her Le. isiature. 

Such corp rations are comprehended within the 
description of persons whom Congress has the 
power to embrace ina bankrupt bill. They are 


most emphatically and most truly concerned in ` 


trade; and if there is any reliance to be placed 
on ruror, some of these banking institu- 
tions have been most extensively connected in all 
manner of speculation. Believing, as I do, that 
Congress has the power to include these trading 
corporations within the provisions of a bankrupt 
bill, I am for this part of my friend’s amendment, 
with some sh ght modification. 

Mr. President, this is no new idea. It has long 
been a subject upon which our public men have 
reflected and expressed opmions. Immediately 
after the close. of the last war, when the commu- 
nity was suffering most severely by the course 
which had been pursued by the banks, we find in 


- anofficial report to Congress the opinions of one, 


real and persona! property of the insolven' debtor. : 


After the decree of bankruptcy has been made, 
“ ali the property of every name ard natore” of 
the bankrupt, is, by mere operation ef law, divest- 
ed out of such bankrupt, and vesied, by force of 
the same decree, in an as gnee, to be appointed by 
the court. And every subs:quent proceeding in 
relation to said property must receive the sanction 
of the court bavin: jurisdiction of the subject mat- 
ter; Andro longer are we to lcok into the Cffice 
of county registers and of county courts for the evi- 
dence and history of titles to individual property, 
but to the records of the Federal couris of the 


country. This will be iound in practice to be an ` 


evil of no ordinary character. Under the pro- 


visions of this bi!l the assignee is required to reduce | 


to money the property commitied to his charge, and | 


to cause a dividend to be made as often as once in 
six months, from the time of the decree declaring the 
bankruptcy; aud within a period of one year after 
said decree, all the proceedings in each case shall be 
finally settled, adjusted, and brought to a close. 


Pass this bill, and let these provisions be rigidiy. 


executed, and the beiter half of all the estates of 
bankrupts must unavoidably be sacrificed. Pass 
but this bill, and it wou'd not only in name be a 


bankrupt measure, but in its vonsequences, effects | 


and operations, would, in truth, produce a gene- 
ral bankruptcy. 

I have, Mr President, said all I wish to of- 
fer against the constitutionality and expediency 
of the bill reported by the majority of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. I cannot give to the 
measure my support. I should regard its passage 
asa palpable vioiation of the Constitution. 

I should consider the edoptioa of this mea- 
sure as unsettling the foundation of our so- 
ciety —as an inv:tation to fraud and corruption— 


asa direct and viclent attack upon the rights of | 
proper! y—as sacrificing the interests of one portion | 


of the commnnity, and that, too, without their as- ` 


sent or knowledge, for the benefit of another. I look 
upon it as sanctioning the principle that the pri- 
vate property of one citizen, without his consent, 
may be taken, not for the public use, but for the 
use and benefit of another citizen. 

Entertaining these sentiments, I must oppose the 
passage of the bill. 

The amendment proposed by the Senator from 
New Jersey is much less chjectionable than the bill 
itself. But, sir, unless there can be some material 
modifications of the substitute, it cannot be ac- 
ceptable to me. I entirely approve of one pur- 


whose opinions, when known, cannot fail to be re- 
spected . 

In March, 1816, the Secretary of the Treasury, 
Mr. Dallas, in replying tocertain inquiries submit- 
ted to him by “the Committee on the National Cur- 
ruency, had suggested specific regulations, with a 
view to the vlumate collection of the dues of the 


- Government in gold and si'ver co'n, and to compel 


banks to redeem their paper in specie, went on to | 


: remark, that 


| effects for the benefit of their creditors.” 


“Although the success of these measures is not in any degree 
doubted, ic may be proper to add that, if it ever shall become ne- 
cessary to increase their force, provision might be made under 
the constitutional! power of Congress to subject all banks and 
bankers, failing to pay their notes according to the terms of the 
contract, toa seizure of their estates and effects, for the benefit 
of their creditors, asin case of a legal bankruptcy.” 

_ The then Secretary of the Treasury, a distin- 
guished jurist, entertained no doubt as to thet 
power of Congress over the State institutions. 
At that early period of banking operations, 
and when these corporations had entirely dis- 
regarded their ob!izations to the community, by 
refusing to redeem their notes with specie, ata 
time when they had literally flooded the country 
with their irredeemable paper, this eminent law- 
yer and statesman suggested the appropriate reme- 
dy for such an evil: “A seizure of their estates and 
This was 


. an adequate and as appropriate remedy; and while 


' we are uiged to adopt a system of bankruptcy, look- 


ing tothe entire surrender of the property of insul- 
vent natural persons for the benefit of their credi- 
ters, a sense of justice calls upon us, in my judge- 
ment, to extend the provisions of the biil equally to 
artificial persons. 

Mr. Crawford also, in his able report upon banks 
and the currency, made in 1820 to Congress, con- 
veys avery similar idea to the one advanced by 
Mr. Seeretary Dallas, showing that, in his judg- 
ment, banks might te made subject to the operas 
tions of a national bankrupt system. He re., 


marks, that “whenever the agency of banks should | 


. be employed in furnishing part of the circulation, 
© a refusal or omission to discharge their notes on 


demand, in the national currency, should be treated 
asan act of bankruptcy;” and most clearly where 
a bank refuses to redeem its own promissory notes, 
issued for a valuable consideration in specie, it 
should be regarded as an act of bankruptcy, and 


-should subject the corporation to be proceeded 


against as bankrupts. Any thing short of this 
would be unequal and unjust, and would give to 
these corporations, the creatures of the law, privi- 


487 
Senate. 


ga TE TN AA 
emama a a 


lezes denied under a bankrupt sysiem to raiona! 
persons, the creators of the law; would extend to 
those souiies~ beings immunities withheid from the 
active classes of our community. 

Ihave made these allusions to show that the 
proposition to inciude corporations is no new pro- 
jeer. Tt was suggested as early as 1816, repeated 
in 1820, and pending the bankrupt bill reporied to 
the Senate by the laie General Hayne, of South 
Carolina, it will be found that a similar amend- 
ment was tien proposed and discussed, but finaly 
rejected, as was thebill it-elf, 

{It will be found, on reference to the history of 
that preceeding, tbat the proposition to incluce 
banks in the b l! then before the Senate, was suh- 
mitted by Mr. Branch, of Nor h Caroling; and bis 
motion was sustained not only by my friend upon 
my left, (Mr. Benron,) but also by Mr. Smith, of 
South Carolina, Mr. Macon, Mr. Randolph, and 
others. 

I cannot, myself, feel the force of the objections 
which have been urged against this particular 
amendment. It is said that Congress has no right to 
interfere with State corporations; that it necessarily 
brings Congress into conflict with the States. This 
objection proves too much; it is made by these 
who sustain the bill from the commities; and does 
not the same objecticn, the same argument, hold 
good to including individuals in a bankrupt bill? 
Are the rights of the States more sacred than the 
rights of individuals? 

State laws regulate the collection of debts—de- 
fine the rights of the citizen—declare the power: of 
the creditor over the property and person of his 
debtor. Does not the bill of the committee inter- 
fere expressly with those rights? Does it not en- 
tirely take them away? And is any doubt ex- 
pressed as to the power of Congress over these in- 
' dividual rights by the friends of this measure? 
No, sir. But itis said that any action of Con- 
gress interfering with corporations would bring the 
General Government in conilict with the States— 
a: much, and no more, than in the case of indi- 
vidual rights. ; 

Whence do these corporations derive their pe- 
culiar and exclusive privieges? From Sta‘e legis- 
lation. Whence do individuals derive the rights 
secured to them for the collection of their debts— 
the power over the person and property of their 
debtors? From the same !egislat‘on of the States. 
And an in‘e:ference in tbe one case is just as much 
an attack upon State sovereign'y as an interference 
in the other. 

It seems a predominant sentiment, that the bank- 
ing institutions of the country must be protegted— 
their sanclity must remain inviolate.” J] should 
like to understand some good reascn for making a 
distinction. between insolvent artificial persenas and 
insolvent natural persons. “If the merchants of 
the country were to be mace bankrupt when they 
eeased to pay their notes promp'ly, why should not 
incorporated banks, when placcd in the same cir- 
cumstances, be subjected to the same consequen- 
ces?” No gcod ‘reason for the distinction can be 
assigned. 

Certain it is that I have heard no satisfactory 
reason stated why banking, manufacturing, and 
' other trading corporations, shoald not be included 
within the operations of this measure. Mr. Pre- 
sident, very recently a bank, which had. been 
incorporated nearly forty years, in my own State, 
: has failed, and utterly refuses to redeem its paper. 
If rumor tells the truth, it has been under the con- 
trol and direction of some of its largest debtors. 
How its affairs will be wound up, I am not able to 
| conjecture. But, sir, whenever it so happens that 
| a bank of discount shall improperly manage and 


conduct i's affairs, a regard to the interest of credi- 


' tors and of the community, demands that the con- 


Erm mawan 


;, pose of private spec 


cerns of such an institution should at once cease to 
! be controlled by its own directors, and be trans- 
| ferred to some disinterested tribunal, that shall, by 
virtue of the law, administer its affairs with a view 
to the rights of just and honest creditors. Ifsucha 
law as this had been in force, the funds of that 
bank would not have been abstracted for the-par- 
ulation—they would have been 
for legitimate objects—for the use and 


i loyed 
| emp oye Banks are sup- 


| accommodation of our citizens, 
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to be competent to afford ordinarily essential 
relief and benefit to the community. They com- 
bine the capital of individuals; and this concentra- 
tion of capital enables them to extend accommoda- 
tions beyond the means of individuals; and if such 
a legislative provision as this had been in being, 
the bank to which I have referred would 
not have ventured to embark in any hazard- 
ous en i it would, in trath, have kept 
them constantly in check, and saved eur com- 
munity from the sacrifice of selling this bank paper 
at fifty per cent. discount, and saved many of our 
citizens from the embarrassments in which the fail- 
tare of the bank has involved them. 

It is said that the States are interested in these 
local institutions, and that any interference by the 
General Government with their management, or 
with their concerns, would be a direct infringement, 
sot only of State rights, but a direct attack upon 


State property. Mr. President, I have well consi- | 


dered this objection, and it seems to my mind, that | 


it has no good foundation. The States are interest- 
ed in banks, it is said, and, therefore, we must for- 
bear exercising any control over them. The 
States are stockholders and so are individuals. 
The banks have the credit of the State, and so 
have they the credit of individuals. Both are 
stockholders and creditors. I am an owner of 
stock in a bank in New Hampshire. My own 
State is also an owner of stock in oneof her banks. 
And shall this circumstance prevent Congress from 
exercising its constitutional power over these insti- 
tations? My amount of stock is eqoal to that 
owned by my State. As a creditor of the banks— 
as a stockholder—as one anxious to have these in- 
stitutions well managed and well directed— 
I desire to have them made subject to 
such legislation as shall tend to accomplish the ob- 
ject. But, inasmuch as the State happens to be a 
stockholder, the hands of Congress are tied, it is 
said; they have no power to act; they cannot in- 
terfeve with State sovereignty and with State rights. 
I cannot yield my assent to this doctrine. The 
State is entitled to no higher consideration than any 
otber stockholder. She bas, as such, no more 
power over the institution than her amount of 
stock secures. In the event of a failure, her loss 
isin the same proportion to that of any other 
stockholder, as the amount of her stock bears to 
that of the individual stockholder. She has, or 
should have, the same interest in the judicious 
management and successful operation of the banks 
as other stockholders. Her interests are embarked 
with theirs; she is merely a partner with indivi- 
duals in the capital of these institations, entitled to 
her just proportion of the profits, and subject to her 
jest proportion of the losses. And shall it be said 
that, under the Constitution, giving power to Con- 
gress to pass uniform laws upon the subject of 
bankruptcies, this authority cannot be extend- 
ed to banks, for the reason that the State happens 
to be the owner of one-twentieth, or one-tenth, or 
one-fifth, or any other proportion of the capital 
stock of a banking corporation? 

Mr. President, my rights as a stockholder are 
just as sacred, just as much entitled to protection, 
as those of my State. We have both become, by 
the same ing, stockholders in a corporation 
created by law, and there is no act of that corpo- 
Tation that can legally extend any greater favor to 
the State, as a stockholder, than it can extend to 
me. We have equal rights, equal privileges, and are 
subject to the same duties; and upon what ground 
can it be urged that this intere-t—this property 
in banks possessed by the States—shall throw over 
and around them such a panoply, such a shield, 
as must secure them inevitably from the opera- 
tions of any legislation of Congress? If this be 
true, banks are only to interest the States in their 
capital, and then they will be placed beyond the 
control of the General Government. These insti- 
tations, from their very business and character 
necessarily connected with the currency of the 
country—whose issues constitute the great portion 
of the circalation—who. are most extensively en- 
gaged in exchanges, in all money operations, 
as well as in the business of buying and 
selling——clevated above the law, cannot be 
teathed by any bankrupt system which Con- 
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gress may establish, because, forsooth, the 
States within whose limits these institutions 
are located, happen to be stockholders, part- 
hers with others in their capital; because they 
happen to be, with individuals, the creditors of 
these corporations. These objections are not well 
taken; they are entirely unsatisfactory to my mind; 
and, sir, having, with much care, examined the 
bill offered by the Senator from New Jersey as an 
amendment to the bill reported by the committee, 
I shall not hesitate to vote for that part of the pro- 
posed amendment, which is designed to include 
banks within the provisions of a bankrupt system. 
I believe this to be right and just, called fer by 
every consideration of propriety. And, sir, if the 
Senator will consent so to modify that part of his 
amendment as to take away the power of the 
States to have tbeir banking corporations embraced, 
or not embraced, within the bill, I shall vote for it. 
We either have, or have not, the constitutional 
authority to include banks and other 
corporations within the provisions of this system. 
If the power is conceded, then there would be 
no fitness to leave the matter of their inclusion 


| dependent upon any subsequent action of State 
| Legislatures. 
| should object to having their banks made, sub- 


Suppose that some of the States 


ject to this bankrupt bill, while others would 
assent; would not the uniformity of the system be 
marred by such a state of things? Would sucha 
provision be consistent with the exercise of the 
constitutional power? Can Congress include the 
banks of my State, and exclude the banks of South 
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Carolina? Can they include the banks of New . 
', ing classes of our country have had already to 


Hampshire, and make the inclusion of the banks 


of other States depend upon their will and plea- | 


sure? Can Congress transfer its power to the State 
Legislatures? Can it say that your institutions 
shallbe subjectto the operations of the bankrupt 
system, provided you shall interpose no objec- 
tions? 

Mr. President, this qualified legislation finds no 
favor with me. I doubt the power of Congress to 
make such an exception as that contained in the 
amendment upon the subjeet of banks. [entertain 
no doubtof the great injustice and inexpediency 
of any such provision. 

But, sir, let the principle now contended for be 
carried out, that trading corporations created by 
State legislation, cannot be reached by a bankrupt 
bill, and the whole benefit of a bankrupt system 
would be entirely lost, for it would be within the 
competency of State Legislatares to multiply these 
artificial persons to any extent. 

And it oceurs to my mind that the interests 
which States for the time being may hold: in their 
corporations form no sufficient objection to their 
inclusion within the provisions of a bankrupt sys- 
tem, for this reason, (in addition to what has been 
before urged,) that the States can at their pleasure 
part with that interest. The State may purchase 
stock to-day and part with it to-morrow. Her in- 
terest terminates whenever she shall so determine. 

Let me ask, would there not be equal propriety 
in saying to South Carolina, “Congress has passed 
a uniform law upon the subject of bankruptcy. 
Now, it depends upon your action, whether your 
citizens shall or shall not be embraced, as to say 
it depends upon your action whether your corpo- 
rations shall or shall not be included.” Would it 


not be ridiculous for Congress to pass a bankrupt - 


bill, containing a provision that the natural per- 
sons of Virginia shall not be included without the 
express assent of that Commonwealth? And would 
it not be equally objectionable for Congress to pass 
a bankrupt bill, providing that the artificial per- 
sons of Virginia shall not be included without ber 
assent? Sir, such a bill would only be retom- 
mended by its novelty, not by its uniformity—it 
could lay but little claim to that character—a cha- 
Tacter which we are bound to preserve, or else we 
transcend the limits prescribed by the Constitution, 
These are my views. And I again say, that, if the 
amendment can be modified in this particular, as 
suggested, it shall have my vote. 

The most beneficial effects would immediately 
result from the adoption of this amendment. The 
sound ard solvent banks of the country would be 
sustained, while the banks of a different character 
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would no longer be able to impose upon, and de- 
ceive the community. The affairs of such insti- 
tutions, under the operation of this amendment, 
would be placed under the direction of a board, 
for the purpose of final settlement. Specie pay- 
ments would be resumed and we should have no 
more of bank suspensions. The condition of the pa- 
per currency would become stable. The commu- 


| pity would then be enabled to repose confidence 
| where confidence is merited. They would no lon- 
i, ger be cursed with a worthless circulation—they 


would no longer be compelled to submit to the pe- 
cuniary sacrifice, necessarily incident to irredeem~- 
able paper money. The people would sustain 
those institutions which, by their integrity and 
punctuality, might render themselves worthy of 
public trust. In my judgment, there is not a bank- 
ing institution in the country, under the direction 


| of honest and upright men, having in view ilsown 
! immediate interest, that would not desire the 


adoption of this amendment. If, then, a 
bill is to be passed at this 
session, I would not hesitate to include banks 
and trading corporations within its provisions. [I 
would do it to advance the best interests of the 
community. I would do it to promote the best in- 
terests of the sound and solvent institutions of the 
country. I would do it to put an end to the ope- 
rations of all those worthless and dishonest and 
rotten institutions which, without capital and with- 
out credit, by their gross and palpable frauds, have 
been able to palm upon the country their paper is- 
sues. Sir, the people have suffered enough—they 
have been most shamefully wronged. The labor- 


bear loss upon loss, by the partial failure of banks. 

The evil should be remedied. It is within the 
constitutional power of Congress to prevent such 
recurrences. Pass this amendment and you will 
do much to give value and stability to our cur- 
rency. 

I shall not at this time add any thing further 

_upon the proposed amendment; the provisions em- 
bodied in the proposition for an involuntary and 
compulsory bankruptcy, limited and confined as it 
is, would not be strenuously opposed by me, should 
the Senate determine to include banks and other 
trading corporations within the system. That I 
regard as a sine qua non—as the great desideratum; 
and should that part of the amendment be rejected, 
the measure will cease to find favor from me. 
am one of those, Mr. President, whe are inclined to 
the opinion that there is no pressing, urgent and ab- 
solate necessity for a bankrupt bill unless banks 
are included in its provisions. ; 

Sir, in the section of the country in which I live, I 
do not believe that the honest but unfortunate debtor 
experiences any cppression or severity from his 
creditors. So far from it, as far as my informa- 
tion extends, there exists in our community a com- 
mendable and praiseworthy disposition to extend 
favor, protection, and substantial relief, to the 
debtor. A merchant fails by reason of unforeseen 
losses—unanticipated reverses. He calls together 
his creditors; his affairs are examined; his condition 
is ascertained—an assignee is at once appointed to - 
dispose of his effects for the benefit of his creditors, 
and the debtor has his discharge; and what is of 
more importance, he has his character left untaint- 
ed. Heat once, by force of that integrity and honor 
which has characterized his whole coui:e, ia re- 
instated in business by the indulgence aad liberali- 
ty of his old and faithful friends. 

Iam no merchant, and live remote from the 
scene of large mercantile operations; but I submit 
to those who well understand this whole matter, 
whether any unfortunate, upright, and honest 
debtor, who may have been compelled to stop pay- 
ment, has ever found difficulty in the adjustment 
of his affairs, or in the procurement of his dis- 
charge? These revolutions in the affairs of men 
frequently occur; and it is to the credit ef our com- 
manity that their occurrence is looked upon as a 
misfortune, not as a fault; as accident, not desigt; 
and in ninety-nine instances out of a hundred, in 
all such cases, the most substantial relief is atonce 
extended. Show me an honest debtor, and you 
will show a man net without friends, or without 
credit. Į happen to reside ina town in which is 
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and, as before remarked, 


located the county prison, 
debts beyond the 


persons in my State, owing ey ont 
amount of four pounds, are liable to be imprisoned 
at the suit of their creditors, on mesne, as well as 
on final process; and yet, sir, I do not believe that, 
within the last five years, five individuals have 
been committed to that prison for debt. Such a 
course is entirely revolting to humanity, and in no 
instance isit resorted to but to bring to light the 
frauds of the debtor himself. 

Public opinion has a powerful influence over this 
whole matter. It islooked upon as cruel, unjust, 

` and barbarous, to send an honest but unfortudate 
debtor to prison for the purpose of coercing from 
him, or from his friend, the last dollar. And sel- 
dom, very seldom, indeed, do we find in my coun- 
try the existence of any such practice. And so it 
is in our cities or larger towns; the honest failing 
debter is not abandoned and pursued with an unte- 
lenting spirit of persecution; but he is visited, sus- 
tained, relieved, discharged, and ultimately rein- 
stated in business by his former creditor, whose 
confidence in his honor and integrity has never for 
a moment been shaken. There is, then, sir, very 
Jittle occasion to pass this bill for honest but un- 
fortunate men. There is another class that may 
and will find this measure an essential benefit to 
their plans. How far it is fit and right te legis- 
late. for such classes of our community, the Se- 
nate will determine. For myself, I am not pre- 
pared to do agreat evil, in the belief that by pos- 
sibility some good may grow out of it. 

Ihave said, what I most conscientiously be- 
lieve, that the passage of the bill reported by the 
majority of the committee would bring about an 
entire revolution in the affairs of men; it would 
make honest debtors rogues in practice; it would 
hold forth temptations to fraud and villany too 
strong to be resisted; it would inflict a deep stain 
upon the moral character of the debtor, which a 
subsequent life of penance could not efface. 
Would to God these were all the evil effects which 
would result from this measure. It would blast the 
hopes and paralyze the efforts of the unfortunate 
debtor himself—it would destroy the confidence of 
the creditor—it would be but the commencement of 
a most disastrous war upon credit. Our charac- 
terasa nation would receive a deep and abiding 
wound, in the estimation of foreign Governments, 
by the adoption of this measure. An end would 
be pat at once to all individual credit, relying for its 
redemption upon the honor, character, and faith of 
those receiving it. The capitalist, the man of 
wealth and means, would find, instead of the con- 
fiding, generous, liberal feeling which had previous- 
ly prompted him to encourage the efforts and en- 
terprise of the young, industrious, honest, but des- 
-titate adventurer, distrust and suspicion filling his 
mind and controlling his whole subsequent conduct. 
No, sir, this very bill, should it become an act of 
Congress, could not fail to induce capitalists and cre- 
ditors to suppose that they were put far from our 
favorable consideration—were regarded as unwor- 
ihy‘of the protection and care of the General Go- 
vernment. They would look upon themselves as 
a class excluded and put at defiance. This very 
sentiment would induce that portion of our com- 
wianity to withdraw their capital now used in the 
netive business of commerce and trade, no longer 
yelying upon the honor and character of the mer- 
chants fetzits safe return, and invest it in the 
permanenty real and substantial property of our 
own court-7, or in the estates of other portions of 
the world, -where their rights would be more re- 
garded and respected. I cannot bat look upon the 
bill reported by the committee as fall of evil—as’ 
tending to a course of events disastrous to the hopes 
and prosperity of the debtor—destructive to the 
rights and interests of the creditor—and degrading 
tó the moral character of our beloved country. 


SPEECH OF MR. LOWELL, 
OF MAINE, 

In the House of Representatives, May 27th and Bth, 
1840—In Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, on the bill to provide for the col- 
lection, safekeeping, transfer, and disbursement 
of the public revenue, 


—— 


Mr. LOWELL addressed the committee sub- 
stantially as follows: f 

Mr. Cxarrman: It Was not my intention, at the 
commencement of tha present sesgion, to partici- 
pate in the debates which might afise in this body. 
A young man, and a new member, I formed the re- 
solution to strive rather to prefit by the wisdom 
and experience of those withy whom I have the 
honor to be associated, than Jo present, for their 
consideration, any views of smy own. 

In pursuance of this detgfmination, I have been 
a careful observer of the proceedings of the House 
on the various subjects Which have come before it; 
have listened attentively to the arguments of 
others; have exercised my judgment on the merits 
of the questions presented; and have contented 
myself with giving a silent vote. 

I would not now depart from that resolution, but 
for the conviction that the duty which I owe to 
my constituents and the country, requires me to 
do it. 

Invited, solicited, challenged, as the friends of 
the Administration have been, by the enemies of 
this bill, to briog it forward, and enter into a dis- 
cussion of its merits, although the humblest mem- 
ber on this floor, I will not shrink from my share 
of the responsibility and the labor of defend- 
ing it. 

There are but two modes or systems by which 
the fiscal operations of the Government can be 
transacted. First, by the agency of banks, or 
other corporations: and, secondly, by the officers 
of Government, elected by the people, or appoint- 
ed by the Executive. The former is the system on 
which we have heretofore generally practiced; the 
latter, the system proposed by the bill: and in the 
course of my remarks, I shall consider the two 
systems, principally in relation to three points, 
namely, constitutionality, convenience, and secu- 
rity; and shall endeavor to maintain the principles 
contained in the bill, by comparing and contrast- 
ing the two systems. 

To show the unconstitutionality of banks, and 
the constitutionality of the Independent Treasury, 
it may be well to take a glance at the nature of our 
Goverment, and the history of its formation. 

Our system of Government is necessarily com- 


plex. The people of the United States owe a two- | 


fold allegiance: First, to the State within which 
they reside; and second to the United States. The 
authority of the Government is derived from the 
consent of the governed. All power is inherent 
in the people—originates with, and emanates from 


them. They first established State Governments, to : 


which they delegated a portion of their own powers, 
and gave up a part of their own rights as an equi- 
valent for the protection of the laws of the State. 
At the time of our separation from, and indepen- 
dence of, the mother country, the original thirteen 
States became separate and independent sovereign- 
ties, to all intents and purposes. They at first 
formed a temporary confederacy for mutual assist- 
ance and protection. But after the lapse of a few 
years, the States, by their delegates, met in con- 
vention, “In order to form a more perfect union, 
establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, 
provide for the common defence, promote the ge- 
neral welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty 
to the people and their posterity.” 

This convention formed what has been very 
properly denominated the Federal compact, for the 
purposes befcre mentioned. It was the work of 
compromise and concession; and was carefully and 
wisely framed. By this compact the States formed 
anew Government, for national objects; and con- 
ferred on it.a few certain, defined and limited pow- 
ers. They restrained theseveral States from the ex- 
ercise of such powers as were considered incon- 
sistent with the good of the whole; and reserved to 
the States respectively, and the people, all powers 
not so delegated or prohibited. ‘The powers of the 
General Government, therefore, being delegated, 
defined and limited, are to be sought for in the plz 
and definite provisions of that sacred instrument. 
Such powers as are not found there conferred on 
the General Government by the instrument itself, 
are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 

ople. 

Th order to preserve inviolate the line of demar- 
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cation between the respective Governments, it is 
necessary that it should be clearly drawn, distinctly 
marked, and kept cons antly in view. 

While, therefore, the General Government should 
have the free exercise of its legitimate rights, as 
defined in the Constitution, great care should 
be ebserved that those rights are not enlarged and 
extended beyond the plain and manifest provi- 
sions cf the instrument. The line once passed by an 
unwarrantable construction, there is no place at 
which to slop short of the entire destruction of the 
State sovereignties, and the establishment, on their 
ruins, of one grand consolidated Government. 

Bearing in mind these principles, let us turn 
to the situation of our country at the time of 
the adoption of the Constitution. 

Before the Revolutionary war, efforis had been 
made in Massachusetts and other provinces to esta- 
bli-h and sustain a paper currency, which efforts 
failed, and were brought to a close just before the 
commencement of the Revolution. 

Other efforts were made during the war by se- 
veral provincial Legislatures, and by the conti- 
nental Congress. In 1775, bills of credit to the 
amount of three millions of dollars were issued 
by Congress, in addition to those issued by the 
individual States. By new emissions, at different 
times, this sum was increased at the close of the 
year 1778 to more than one hundred millions. 
Depreciation of this paper was the necessary 
consequence of such large emissions. This was 
seriously felt in the beginning of 1777, and, to 
provide a remedy, Congress, in January of that 
year, made it a tenderin payment of all public and 
private debts; anda refusal to receive it was de- 
clared to be an extinguishment of the debt itself: 
and they thought proper to declare that whoever 
should refuse to receive it in exchange for any 
property, as gold and silver, should be deemed an 
enemy to his country. The bills still continued to 
depreciate, and new emissions were made, which 
swelled the amount in 1779 to one hundred and 
sixty miilions. The increasing wants of the 
country increased the issues in 1780 to more than 
three hnndred millions, which depreciated so ra- 
pidly that, in the course of that year, five hundred 
dollars of those bills would not purchase a meal 
of victuals to satisfy the cravings of hunger, and 
finally they ceased to circulate, and quietly died 
in the hands of their possessors. 

Thus we see, in this effort to establish and sus- 
tain a paper currency in the United States, an ef- 
fort made from painful necessity, the people who 
were fighting for freedom, suffering every hard- 
ship, enduring every privation, and encountering 
danger and death in a!l their various forms, suffered 
a direct and total loss by paper money of more 
than three hundred millions of dollars. 

The men who framed the Constitution were 
among the heroes of the Revolution. 

They had seen and felt the evils of a depreci- 
ated and worthless paper currency. Theyhadseen 
the provincial and continental bills, although 
encouraged and supported by the Government, and 
made a tender in the payment of debts, depreciate 
from time to time, and finally cease to circulate. 


Under such circumstances, what kind of a cur- 
rency, would such men, with their knowledge of 
the entire failure of paper money, and the lesses 
and sufferings growing out of the use of it, be likely 
to establish for the people? There can be but one 
answer to tbis question. Men of their characters, 
with their experience, and with their judgment, 
would, in all human probability, establish a hard 
money currency: and they would also strive to 
guard against the possibility of a recurrence to 
that sysiem, which had contributed so largely to 
increase the evils and sufferings of the country. 


Having seen that the situation of the couatry, 
and the history of its monetary affairs, were such 
as to render it highly probable that the framers of 
the Constitution would establish a hard money 
currency, and guard by all posssible means against 
system, let us turn to 
the instrument itself and examine its provisions. 

. Among the powers of Congress, in article first, 

section eighth, are the ollow TE r EREN 
bit u. e s 

Gin ai, i re the mandard of weights and measures.” ‘Also, 
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tto provide for the panishmani of counterfeiting the securities 
and current coin of the United States.” 

“There is no other power delegated to the General 
Government in relaton lo the currency, unless it 
be contained incid:n:aliy ın some of the General 

rovisions, such as: 

“To levy and collect taxes, pay the debts, provide for the 
commo  defeace and general welfare, borrow money, make 
all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into 
execution the foregoing powers, and all other powers vesied 
by the Constitution in the Government of the United States, or 
m any department or officer thereof.” 

Here is tound no exp’ess power to establish 
banks, or to use tank paper. nor is any necessatily 


implied, as al the powers ves‘ed in the United | 


States, and eve-y depar:m-nt and cficer thereot, | 
by the Constitution, may be exercised without | 


them. 


Bat, on the contrary, the language used | 


is such as naturally to convey the idea of a curren- | 


cy composed of coins. 
article firs', it is provided, that no “Siate sha!l coin 


money; emit bills cf cred:t; make any thing but ; 
gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts; 


or pass any law impairing the obligation of con- 
tracts.” We have, then, the plain provisions cf 
the Constitution, that Congress alone shal! have 
power to coin money, regulate the value thereof, 
and of foreign coin, and fix the standard of weights 
and measures; and the States are expressly pro- 
hibited from “making any thing but guid and silver 

coin a tender in the payment of debts, and from 

passing avy law impairing the obhgation of con- 

tracts.” 

What is the natural construction of this lan- 
guage? What the intention of the framers of the 
instrument, as gathered from the language used? 
Is there a sentence, whi },by a fair construction, 
admits the idea of paper money? Bat, on the con- 
trary, is not the intention to establish a hard money 
currency manifest in every line which I have 
quoted? Banks, bank bills, corporations, and paper 
money, are no where mentioned in that instrument 
as among the subjects to be regulated by Congress; 
nor is any imimation or allusion made to those 
subjects, except by the prohibition of the States be- 
fore cited. 

There being no provision in the Constitution, 
which, upon a fair construction, contains the pow- 
er to incorporate a bank, or to issue bank paper, 
it may not be wholly unprofitable to examine, for & 
few moments, the proceedings of the convention 
which framed it, the debates which occurred at its 
adoption, and the contemporary construction of its 
provisions. 

The Madison Papers, which contain a history of 
those proceedings, vol. 3, page 1343, throw a flood 
of light on this subject. The original draft of the 
Constitution contained a provision, among other 
powers of Congress, “To borrow money, and emit 
bills on the credit of the United States.” The 
words, “and emit bills,” were rejected and struck 
out by a vote of nine States against two; and the 

` remainder adopted. Mr. L. here read the proceed- 
ings of the convention, dated August 16, 1787. By 
the same work, vol. 3, pages 1354, 1576, and 1577, 
we find that it was proposed by Mr. Madison to 
give Congress power “to grant charters of incorpo- 
ration where the interest of the United States 
might require, and the legislative provisions of the 
individual States may be incompetent;” which pro- 
position, after debate, was so modified, as to ad- 
mit a distinct question, specifying and limited to 
the case of canals; but three of the eleven States 
then represented voted in favor, and eight against 
this question. The other part fell, of course, as 
incladed in the powers rejected. 

Mr. L. here read the proceedings of the con- 
vention, dated September 14, 1787. 

The proposal to invest Congress with the power 
to grant charters of incorporation, and the direct 
vote of refusal by so large a majority, show most 
clearly and conclusively the intention of the framers 
of the Constitution. ; 

I have endeavored to show, first: That the fra- 
megs of the Constitution, from the characters of the 
men; their experience of the evils of paper issues, 
and the circumstances of the country, would in 
all probability have established a hard money cur- 
rency. 2 

Second: Thata fair construction of the instru- 
ment shows that they did thereby establish such 


And tn the tenth section of ` 
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a currency. And third: that th- proceedings of 
tbe convenijon show conclusively that it was their 
intention to establish such a currency. 

In accordance with this consuuction, the new 
Government went into operation under an 
Indepe:.dent Treasury system, and cne of the first 
acts of Congress to’regulate the collection of dates, 
passed July 31, 1789, provides that the duties shall 
te coliected in goid ani silver coins only.” 

The opinion cf Mr. Madison, as expressed in 
the Federalist No. 44, corresponds. with this view 
of the subject; and surely no man had better means 
of knowing than he. In that article, he says: 

“The extension of the prohibition to bills of credit must give 
pleasure to every citiz-n in proportion to hia love oi justice, 
and his Knowledge of the true springs of public prosperity. 
Tne loss which America has sustained since the peace, from 
the pestilent effects of paper money in the necessary confidence 
between man aad mau; in the necessary contidence inthe pub- 
lic councils; in the induatry and mora. ot the pople, and on 
the character of Republican Government, constitutes an enor- 
moua debi against the States,chargeable with thisunacd vised mea- 
sure, which must Jong remain unsatisfied; or rather an accu- 
mulation of guilt, which can be expiated not otherwise than by 
avoluntary sacrifice on the altar of justice, of the power which 
has heen the instrument of it.”’ i 

And when tne bill to grant a charter to the first 
Bank of the United Sta'es was under conside:ation 
in Congress, February 21, 1791, Mr. Madison de- 
nied ths nght of Congress te pass it. He sail: 

“He had entertained this opinion from the date of the Consti. 
tution. His impressions might, perhaps, be the strong-r, be- 
cause he well recollected that a power to grant charters ofin- 
corporation had been proposed in the general convention, and 
rejected. Is the power of establishing an incorporated bank 


among the powere vested by the Constitution in the Le- 
gintature. of the United States? This is the question to be 
examined. 


“A fter some remarks on the limitations of all political power, 
he took notice of the peculiar manner in which the Federal Go- 
vernment is limited. It is not only a general grant out of which 
pariicular powers are excepted; it isa grant of particular pow- 
ers, leaving the general mass in other hands. So it has been 
lee og by its friends and its foes; and so if was to be inter- 
preted. ; 

And he concluded his speech in these words: 

“It appeared, on the whole, he concluded, that the power ex- 
ercised by the bill was condemned by the silence of the Consti- 
tution—was condemned by the rule of interpretation arising out 
of the Constitution—was condemned by its character to destroy 
the main characteristic of the Constitution—was condemned b 
the expositions of the friends of the Constitution, whilst depend- 
ing before the public—was condemned by the apparent inten- 
tion of the parties which ratified the Constitution—was con- 
demned by the explanatory amendments proposed by Con- 
gress themselves to the Constitution; and he hoped it would 
receive its final condenimation by the vote of this House.” 

Mr. Stone, in a speech made on the same occa- 
sion, uses this language: 

“When implication first raized its head in this House, he 
started from it as a serpent which was to sting and poison the 
Constitution. He feltin unisun with his country. The fears, the 
opinions, the jealousies of individuals and of States, had heen 
explained by a gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Madison.) He 
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Bank ot the Uried States was uuder conridera. 
tion in the Houre of Represen‘at:ves, observed: 
“Fle regretted the manner in which this debate had been 
commenced, on a detached feature of the bill, and not a ques- 
tion aff cing the: principle; and expressed his fears that a week 
or two woutd be lost in the discussion of this question tono pur- 
pase; inasmuch as it might ultimately result in the rejection of 
the bili. He proeeeded to reply to the argumenis of tho advo. 
cates of the bill. I was a mistaken idea. he said, which he had 
heard uttered on this subject, that we were about to reform the 
national currency. : , 
“No nation had a better currency, he said, than the United 
States—there was no nation which hal guarded its currency 
with mora care; for the framers of the Constitution, and those 
who enacted the early statutes on this subject, were hard mo- 
ney men; they had felt, and therelore duly appreciated, the 
evilsof à paper medum; they therefore sedulously guarded the 


currency of the Unuied States from debasement. The legal 
currency of the United states was gold and silver coin; this 


bine a subject in regard to which Congress had run into no 
iliy. 

In eonnecticn with this braach of the subject, I 
will a so cite the able and learned report of Mr. 
Gatsraitn, of Pennsylvania, made ia the House 
of Representatives, at the seecnd se-sion of the 
24th Songress—House Reports No 306. 
was chairman of a select committee, to whom 
were referred certain memorials, suggesting an 
amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States, in relation to banking companies. and 
against the re-issuing of the notes of the United 
States Bank. The report, among other things, 


says: 

“At the time of the adoption of the Constitution of the United 
States, there were but three banks in all the Siates, with a capi- 
tal, in all, of $4,550,000: the Bank of North ‘America, in Phila- 
delphia, with a capital of $2.000,000, firet chartered by the old 
Congress, in 1781, ard afterwards by the Legislatures of Penn- 
sylvania and New York; the Massachusetts Bank, at Boston, 
chartered by the Legislature of Massachusetts, in 1784, with a 
capital of $1,600,000; and the Bank of New York, chartered the 
same year, with a capital of $950,006. This constituted the 
whole banking capital of the United States at that time. 
The framers of the Constitution, therefore, had but littlefknow- 
ledge of a bankmg system euch as it now is in this country. It 
could scarcely be expected that they could have anticipated 


: that, within half a century, there could be eight hundred and 


twenty-three banks, with a capital of $378,421,168. Such an 


"i anticipation would have required a revival of the spirit of pro- 


phecy. They had experienced the fatal effects of the provin- 
cial paper money, and the no less pernicious results of the con- 


| tinental paper, and provided, ‘as they supposed, iti the Constitu- 


should only remark thatall those who opposed the Government : 


dreaded this doctrine. Those who advocated it deciared that it 
could not be resorted to; and all combined in opinion that it 
ought not to be tolerated. Never did any country more com- 
pletely unite in any sentiment than America in this—that Con- 
gress ought not to exercise by implication powers not granted 
by the Constitution. And itis not strange, for the admission of 
this doctrine destroys the principles of your Government at a 
blow. It atonce breaks down every barrier which the Federal 
Constitution has raised against unlimited legislation.” 


When the bill to renew the charier cf the first 
Bank of the United States was under considera- 
tion in the Senate, February 15, 1811, Mr. Clay 


used the following language: 
“This vagfant 
throughout the whole Constitution in quest of some congenial 
ot whereupon to fasten, has been at length located by thegen- 
eman from Georgiaon that provision which authorizes Con- 
gress to lay and collect taxes, &c. In 1791, the power is re- 
ferred to one part of the instrument; in 1811, to another.. Some- 
times it is alleged to be deducible from the power to regulate 
commerce. Hard pressed here, it disappears, and shows itself 
itself under the grant. to coin money. ‘The sagacious Secretary 
of the Treasury, in 1791, pursued the wisest course; he has ta- 
ken shelter behind general, high sounding, and imposing terms. 
He has declared, in the preamble tothe act establishing the 
Bank, that it will be very conducive to the successful conduct- 
ing ofthe national finances; will tend to give facility to the ob- 
taining ofloans; and will be productive of considerable advan- 
tage to trade and industry in general: no allusion is made to the 
“collection of taxes.” 

On the same occasion, in the House of Repre- 


sentatives, January 23, 1811, Mr. Crawford said: 

“It is a most dangerous doctrine; it isan abandonment of the 
State sovereignties, who have for twenty years practically op- 
posed and denied such doctrine. More than three-fourths of 
the States have, for a large portion of that period, been in the 
practice of establishing banks within their respective State 
sovereignties. Ifthey had divested themselves of thisssove- 
reignty by a delegation af such power to the United States, 
they would never have daredto exercise sucha flagrant usur- 
pation of power. Congress could no‘, without yiolating their 
oaths, have permitted this usurpation of their delegated autho- 
rity. . 


~ Mr. Webster, at a subsequent period, February 
28, 1816, wken the bill to incorporate the late 


4 


powe to erect a bank, after having wandered 


tion, against both; against the former, by providing, in the 10th 
section of the lst article, that ‘no State shall emit bills of credit, 
or make any thing but gold and silver coin a tender in payment 
of debts; against the latter, by nowhere giving to Congress the 
power of creating a paper circulation, It is matter of history, 
that the old Congress of 1776 had emitted continental paper to 
carry on the war by a majority of its members, until the adop- 
tion of the articles of confederation, in 1778, in which it was 
provided, among other things, that Congress should ‘not emit 

ills, nor borrow money, on the credit of the United States, &c. 
unless nine States should assent to (he same.’ It ie very proba- 
ble that the small amount of bank issues at that time attracted 
very little attention, particularly as specie was very abundant 
for some time after the Revolutionary struggle; the French and 
Engilish armies at New York andother places, the foreign loans, 
and the Havana trade, having introduced great quantities of the 
precious metals into this country. With the provisions, there- 
fore, that ‘no State should emit bills of credit, make any thing 
but geld and silver coin a tender ìn payment of debte;’ and that 


' Congress should have the power ‘to coin money, regulate the 


value. thereof, and of foreign, coin, and fix the standard of 
weights and measures; and the silent Regation of power to 
Congress to emit bills of credit; the framers of the Constitution, 
no doubt, supposed they had thrown an ample guard around the 
currency of the country, and secured the poor and industrious 
from the pes:ilential effects of a paper money system, and the 
curses of the speculation and frauds which follow it. Bueh ap- 
peara to have been the sentiment of political writers of the 
ay. p ‘ 
After the passage of the act incorporating the 
first Bank of the United States, February 12, 1791, 
General Washington took the opinion of ‘Mr. Ed- 
mund Randolph, at that time Attorney Grneral, 
on the question of its constitutionality. Mr. R. 
was clearly of the opinion that no such power had 
been conferred by the Constitution. He then took 
the opinion of Mr. Jefferson, Secretary of State, 
‘which coincided with that of the Attorney Gene- 
ral. He then furnished General Hami!ton, Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, with the written opinions of 
Mr. Randolph and Mr. Jefferson, and requested 
him to examine them, and answer their objections 
to the constitutionality of the bill. On the 23d of 
February, 1791, Genera! Hamilton returned a 


: long, labored, and ingenious argument in answer 


— 


to their objections, and in favor of the bill. Two 
days afterwards it received the signature of the 
President, and became a law. x 

We may now look back to the situation, the ta- 
lenis, and the infiuence of one individual, aided 
and assisted by his political friends, for the esta- 
blishment of the paper money system in this country, 
in violation of the letter and spirit of the Constitu- 
tion. His talents, and his situation at the head of 
the Treasury, enabled him to převail in the na- 
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tional councils on questions relating to the cur- 
‘renev; and he thus succeeded in stiiking a blow at 
the Constitutian, the effects of which have been 
deplored by the Democratic party trom that time 
to the present. Thus were its provicloos violated 
through the art and cuoniog of a man who was op- 
posed to our free iast.tuions—who had no confi- 


dence in ths virtue and intelligence of the pecp'e— — 


who doubted ther ability for selt-government— - 


who eonsidered the British Coustitution the most 
perfect form of Government in tne world—and 
who was a zealous and eager imitator of all British 


insti:utu ns. He thas suececded, by an unwarianta- . 


ble construction of the Constitution, in fasten ng 
upon this country a sy-tem, the inevitable tenden: y 
of which is to overthrow onr free institutions, blot 
out the State sovereisnues, and establish upoa 
their ruins a central, consolidated Goveroment, 
similar to that of Great Britain. 

Much stress is laid by the advocates of a Na- 
tional Bank on the fact, that some prominent 
Democrats have recommended such an institution, 
and among them Mr, Alexander J. Dallas, Secre- 
tary of the Treasury under Mr. Madison. But it 
should be recollected that Mr. Dallas, in recom- 
mending the Jate Bank of the United States, De- 
cember 6, 1815, admits that, “under the constitu- 
tional authority, the money of the United States 
has been established by law, consisting of coins, 
made with gold, silver, or copper.” And he adds, 
upon the next page of his report: 

“But itis within the i i i- 
fisasl AR A EA ibe invace: 
meats to import, and retain the metale of which it is camposed, 
For instance, the excessive issue of bank paper has usurped 


the place of the national money, and, under such Circumstances, 
guid and silver will always continue to be treated asan article 


of merchandise: but it 19 hoped that the issue of bank paper ` 


will be soon reduced to its just share in the circulating medium 
of the country, and consequently that the coin uf the United 
States will resume its legitimate capacity and character.” 

Again: ` 

“The Treasury, yielding from oecessity to the general im- 
pulse, has hitherto consented to receive bank paper in payment 
of daties and taxes; but the period approaches, when it will 
probably become a duty to exact the payment either in Trea- 
sury notes or in gold or silver coin, the lawful currency of the 
United States.” 

Thus it will be seen Mr. Datas most distinctly 
admits that the lawful money of the United Sia'es 
is gold and silver coins; and foreseeing a different 
state of things from what then existed, he predicts 
the future establishment ot the measure now un- 
der consideration. 

The committee of Congress ‘on so much of the 
President’s message as related to the national cur- 
rency, in their communication with Mr. Dallas, 
say, that “They had determined that a National 
Bank is the most certain means of restoring to the 
nation a specie circulation.” Such was the avowed 
object for which the late bank of the United States 
was established; and how signally it failed to effect 
the great object for which it was instituted, is with- 
in tke recollection of all. But it has been said that 
Mr. Madison, after all his former opposition to a 
National Bank, became the friend of such an insti- 
tation, and approved of the charter in 1816. It is 
indeed true, that it was chartered during his admi- 
nistration, and received his signature; but I will 
venture to say, Mr. Chairman, that you can bear 

+ witness, from your intimate acquaintance with that 
-distinguished man, that his own opinion remained 
‘unchanged. ; He states the reasons for his course in 
a letter to C. J. Ingersoll, June 25, 1831: 

“The charge (he says) of inconsistency, turns on the ques- 
tion, how far legislative precedents, expounding the Constitu- 
tion, ought to guide sacceeding legislatures, and to overrule in- 
dividual opinions.” 

Again: I am told that there have been numerous 
decisions of the Supreme Court sustaining the con- 
stitutionality of such an institution. That is also 
trne; and I have had occasion to examine some of 
them. They are to be found in the 4th, 8th, 9th, 
and 12ih of Wheaton’s Reports. 

Bat however much I may be disposed to respect 
the decisions of that court in questions over which 
the Constitution has given them jurisdiction, I can- 
not wink out of sight the fact, that the distinguish- 
ed men who composed that court, and made those 
decisions, belonged to a party which has always 

been disposed tv enlarge the powers of the General 
Government by construction. Nor can I forget, 
that cur Government consists of three separate and 
distinct departments, each independent of the other, 
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gach intended to act on scme measure as a check 
upon the other, ant each bound by the oath of of- 
fice to support the Constitution. It is under the 
solemnity ef such an oath, and as a m-mber of one 
of those depar‘m:nts: f Government, that I now aù- 
dress you. Tia sucha case I would suffer ne man, 
or set of men, whatever might be their cha‘a-ters 
or situation, to influence me against the oovious 
meaning and inteniion of the framers of the instru- 
ment. 

From every view which I have taken of this sub- 
ject, I can come to no cther conclusion, than that 
it was the intention «f the framers of the Con- 
stitution to adopt gold and silver as the stan- 
dard of value. and to establish a metall c currency; 


< and that the Government should perform it- fiscal 
‘ operations through the agency of its own officers 


Tam, therefore, in favor of the bill, because it is 
based upon, and is in accordance with the princ'- 
p'es of the Constitution. 
tem of bank agency, which is the antagonist of this 
measure, because it violates the Constitution; and 
I cannot concur in the opinion that legislative pre- 
cedents are to be regarded as imposing an iasv- 
perable obligation on subsequent Legislatures. If 
they are right, they should be followed—if wrong, 
they should be abandoned. Precedents which con- 
travene the principles of justice and equality— 
which assume powers never de'agated—which vio- 
late the reserved rights of the States—and trample 


| under foot the liberties of the people, can have, 


and ought to have, no influence over an American 
Legislature. Instead of being a guide for future 
legislation, they should be viewed as the prudent 
mariner would regard a dangerous reef or ledge, 
around which he sees scattered the wrecks and 
fragments of vessels. 

Second. As a mere question of convenience, the 
proposed system is greatly superior to a bank 


’ agency for transacting the fiscal operations of the 


Government. 
operations. 


There are three great sources of revenue, name- 


It is more direct and simple in its 


ly: the duties on imports, the sales of the public ` 


lands, and the postage of letters and papers. When 
banks are used as agents, these revenues are col- 
lected by officers of the customs, receivers of land 
offices, and postmasters, in bank notes, and depo- 
sited periodically in banks in various parts of the 
Union. When money is needed for the purposes 


-of Government, drafts are drawn by the Treasurer 


on the banks in favor of the disbursing officers, who 


go, or send, to the banks, procure the amount in | 
bank notes, and pay it out for the purposes for , 


which it was appropriated. 

By the Independent Treasury system, the money 
will be collected by the same officers in gold and 
silver, and deposited in the Government vaults, un- 
der the charge of the officers of Government, who 
are bound to keep it safely in specie until it is 
drawn for by the ‘Treasurer, and is then paid out 
in specie in pursuance of appropriations made by 
law. 

The old system deposites the money in banks, 
which are authorized to discount and loan money 
to individuals on the strength of it; while the Inde- 


pendent Treasury system entrusts it with the offi- | 


cers ef Government for safe keeping, who are un- 
der heavy bonds, with ample sureties, not to Joan it 
to others, or to use it for any purpose whatever. 


To illustrate the subject. When banks are used 


as depositories and fiscal agents of the Govern- | 
„ment, the postmaster at Machias, Maine, isrequired | 


to deposite the revenue cf the office. quarierly in 
some bank in Bangor, or Portland, or elsewhere in 
the State. The contractor for carrying the United 


i 


I am opp>sed to the sys- 
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will pre ent, and take the specie, instead of going, 
or sending, to Bangor or Portland, for bills. 
Again: when tanks are used as the depositories 
and agents of Government, a collector of the cus- 
toms at Boston, New Yoik, Philatelphia or Balt- 
more, col'ects the duties on jin, oits in bank notes, 
and dep s'es them in some bank, or banks in the 
same p are; and when the mone, is n eded for the 
erection of fortifications, public works, or other 
purposes, in parsuance of law, itis drawn out by 
the treasurer by drafts in favor of the contractors. 
By the In‘ependent Treasury sys'ein, t: e auties 
will b> coliect'd in gold and silver, deposited in 
the Government vaulis, ke, tsate unul it is needed 
forth xame purposes, and then be disbursed by 
the cfficers cf Governme nt, in g i'd and silver. 
Again: when banks are used for the fiscal ope- 


- rations of the Government, the proceeds of the 


tates mail from Bangor to Eastport, applies to the - 
Postmaster General for his quarter’s pay, who . 


draws in favor of the contractor upon the bank 
where the money is deposited; and the contractor 
goes, or sends, to Portland, or Bangor, and pro- 
cures the amount in bank notes. 

By the Independent Treasury system, the post- 
master at Machias will notify the Postmaster Ge- 


neral of th amount in his hands, at the end of 


each quarter, and the Postmaster General will im- 
mediately draw in favor of the mail contractor, on 
the several post offices on his route, which drafts he 


sales of the public lands in Ohio, Illinois, and In- 
diana, are collec'ed by the receivers at the public 
land offices, in bank notes, deposited in the banks 
most conveniently situated, and when needed to 
met appropriations for Ind an treaties, or other 
expenditures, in the Western States, are drawn 
from the banks in bank notes, on the draft of the 
treasurer of the United States, in favor of the dis- 
bu:sing officers. 

By the Independent Treasury, the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands would be collecied by 
the same efficers, in gold and silver, kept safely 
until drawn from their hands, for the purposes be- 
fore mentioned, by drafts in favor of the contract- 
or; and then paid out in specie. 

This system is, therefore,®uch more simple, di- 
rect, and convenient, than that of a bank agency. 

Third. The Independent Treasury system has 
the advantage of the other, not only in constitu- 
tionality and convenience, but also in the security 
of the public revenue. 

To maintain this position, it will be necessary to 
consider at some length the origin, objects and qua- 


` lities of banks, and the principles on which they 
` are established and conducted. 


The business of banking is said to have been 


commenced in Italy by the Lombard Jews, in the 


year 808. The Bank of Venice was established 
in 1171. The Bank of St. George, at Genoa, in 
1407. The Bank of Amsterdam in 1609. The 
Bank of Hamburg in 1619. In Sweden, the Pank 
of Stockholm in 1657. The Bank of England in 
1694. The Bank of Copenhagen in 1736. The 
Bark of Berlin, in Prussia, in 1765. The 
Bank of Aésignats, in Russia, in 1768. A Bank 
for the discount of commercial paper in France, 
in 1776; atid the Bank of Assignats in 1789. 

The first bank established in -this country was 
the Bank of North America, at Philadelphia, in 
1781. The Massachusetts Bank, at Boston, in 1784. 
The Bank of New York, at New York, the same 
year; and the Portland Bank, at Portland, Maine, 
in 1799. Since which time, the whole number of 
banks and branches in the United States has in- 
ceased to 901, with a capital stock of $358,442,692; 


| bills or notes in circulation, $106,968,572; and 


< specie in their vaults, $33,105,155. n 


Banks were originally designed to be places of 
deposite merely, and not of discount and circula- 


| tion, as at the present day. They were not the manu- 
| facturers of paper, but the bailees of gold, silver, 


and every description of coins. These coins were 


"deposited principally for safe-keeping; and were re- 


ceived by the banks at their intrinsic value, sub- 
ject to transfer or withdrawal by the owner, at a 
trifling expense. They afterwards became banks 


` of discount, as well as deposite; and still dealt 


chiefly, if not wholly, in hard mosey. They have 
more recently. become banks of circulation, as 
well as deposite and discount; and many of them 
are at this time but little more than the manufac- 
turers of paper. i 

The history of paper money, as it is termed, 
both in this country and Europe, is a history of 
alternate expansions and contractions, of apparent 
prosperity and real adversity, of an excited and 
unnataral abundance, and a painful deficiency of 
the circulating medium, of plenty and scarcity, of 
profusion and poverty, extravagance and want, 
confidence and distrust. - ca 

All countries which have tried it, have suffered 
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more or less severely from time to time. Austria, 


Sweden, Denmark, Russia, France, England, 
and the United States, all, all have suffered more 
_or less the evils of this unwise, unstable, and dan- 
gerous currency. 

The famous Mississippi bank paper establish- 
ment of John Law, in 1718,spread consternation 
and distress throughout the kingdom of France. 
The South sea actin England, the next year, en- 
acted through the influence of Sir James Blunt, 
became equally celebrated for the mischief, infatua- 
tion and ruin which it produced. These schemes, 
so productive of idleness, extravagance, immorality, 
and crimes, have become a part of the history of 
those countries. 

But the former has so far profited by experience, 
that she has made reformations in her currency 
until it has become probably one of the safest and 
the best in the world. At the close of the year 
1838, no bills were allowed, by law, to be issued, 
of a less denomination than 500 francs or 93 3-10 
dollars. The circulation of all her banks which 
issue notes payable on demand and to bearer, 
was at the time, 248,968,500 francs. Cash on 
hand, 165,325,000 francs. Discounts, 1,235,777,000 
francs. 

The establishment of the Bank of England in 
1694, may be regarded as the foundation and origin 
of the present system of paper currency, which pre- 
vails in England and in the United States. 

That Bank was established on credit; and has 
been sustained by acts of legislation, and by its 
connection and identity with the Government. Yet 
it suspended specie payments from 1797 te 1823; 
and it is said, was recently saved from another sus- 
pension by a loan from the Bank of France of 
many millions of francs. 

This bank being located in London, the great 
cenire of the commercial world, has, in the nature 
of things, a commanding and controlling influence 
over the currency and trade of other countries, un- 
less they are established and regulated on such 
principles as to guard against the influence which 
a great emporium naturally exercises over those 
countries whose business concentrates at that point. 

Hence its expansions and contractions are felt in 
all paris of the world—less, perhaps, in France 
than any other country, because she has taken 
measures to secure her people and her currency 

from such a dangerous influence; and more in the 
United States than any other, because we are so 
intimately connected by commercial relations— 
have adopted her paper system, and have contri- 
buted, by our bank policy, to expand the amount 
of paper circulation, and to involve our citizens 
and our States in a vast debt to the merchants and 
bankers of London. 

In imitation of the Mississippi scheme of France, 
the South Sea babble of England, and the Bank of 
England, various banking institutions have been 
established in this country, which have increased 
their numbers, influence, and extent of their paper 

. operations, until the ancient laws of trade and 
commerce are entirely overthrown, and the coun- 
try covered with a flood of paper. 

The following table, from Blodget’s Economiea, 
is perhaps sufficiently accurate to give a correct 
idea of the number of banks, their amount of ca- 
pital stock, bills in circulation, and metallic medi- 
um, from 1784, soon after they were established in 
this country, until the year 1804, a period of twen- 
ty-one years; by which it.will be seen that up to 
that period, the amount of specie in circulation 
was very great—sufficiently so, perhaps, to answer 

the purposes of a sound currency, there being, at 
the last of those dates, a metallic medium of 
$17,500,000, while the bank bills had reached only 
o $14,000,000. 

Year. Metallic medium. Bank notes in No. Banks. Capital. 


77. circulation. 
ts EEEo è 82,000,000 3 $2,150,000 
1790 9,000,000 2,500,000 4 2,850,000 
1791 16,400,000 9,000,000 6 12,950,000 
1792 18,000,000 11,500,000 16 17,150,000 
31793 20,000,000 11,000,000 17 8,000,000 
1791 21,500,000 11,600,000 17 18.000,00 > 
1795 19,000,000 11,000,060 23 19,000,000 
1796 16,500.000 10,500,000 24 19,200,000 
© 1797 16.000.0:0- 10,000,000 25 19200.000 
1798 14,000,000 9,000, 25 19,200,000 
1799 17,000,000 10,000, 26 21,200,000 
3800 «17,500, 10,500, 28 24,350,000 


1801 17,000,000 11,000.000 31 22,400,000 
1802 16,500,000 10,000,000 32 22,600,400 
1803 16,001,000 11,000,000 36 26,000, 

1804 17,500,000 14,000,000 59 39,500,000 


The following table, compiled from authentic 
public documeats, contains as full a history of the 
expansions and contractions of the banks, for the 
last thirty years, as I have been able to find in the 
course of my researches: z 
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Thus we see that, from 1811 to 1815, a period 
of four years, the bank bills in circulation were 
increased from twenty-eight millions to forty-five 
millions, while the specie on hand increased but 
one million and six hundred thousand dollars; 
from 1815 to 1816, one year, the circulation was 
increased from forty-five millions to sixty-eight 
millions, while the specie on hand increased but 
two millions; from 1816 to 1820, four years, the 
circulation was diminished from sixty-eight mil- 
lions to Jess than forty-five millions, and the specie 
on hand in that time increased near a million; 
from 1820 te 1830, ten years, the circulation was 
again increased to sixty-one millions, and the spe- 
cie to twenty-two millions; from 1830 to 1835, a 
period of five years, the circulation was increased 
from sixty-one to one hundred and three millions, 
and the specie from twenty-two to forty-three 
millions; from 1835 to 1836, one year, there was a 
further increase of the circulation to one hun- 
dred and forty millions, with a decrease of specie 
to forty millions; from’ 1836 to 1837, one year, 
there was a further increase of circulation to one 
hundred and forty-nine millions, with a farther de- 
crease of specie of more than two millions; from 
1837 to 1838 there was a contraction of the circu- 
lation of more than thirty-three millions, and a 
decrease of specie of near three millions; from 
1838 to 1839, they expanded the circulation abont 
nineteen millions, and increased their specie about 
ten millions; from 1839 to 1840, the year last past, 
they again contracted their circulation more than 
twenty-eight millions, and their specie more than 
twelve millions. | 

From 1830 to 1834, they swelled their loans and 
discounts from two hundred millions to three hun- 
dred and twenty-four millions; from 1834 to 1835, 
one year, they increased their loans and discounts 


to three hundred and sixty-five millions; from 1835 
to 1836 to four hundred and fifty-seven millions, 
and from 1836 to 1837 to five hundred and twenty. 
five millions. At this point they reversed the 
screws, and commenced contracting their loans and 
discounts, which, in two years, from 1837 to 1839, 
they contracted about thirty-three millions; and 
within the laet year they have made a still fur- 
ther contraction of near thirty millions. 

This plain statement of facts will enable us to 
judge of the causes of the plenty and scarcity of 
the circulating medium, which has been experi- 
enced in this country at various periods of time 
within the last thirty years, and the part which the 
late Bank of the United States and the present 
United States Bank of Pennsylvania performed in 
this work of expansion and contraction will ap- 
pear by the following tables: 


Condition of the Bank of the United States at different pe 
riods,as contained in monthly returns by its Cashiers: 


Date. Bills in cir- Specie. Loans and 
culation. discounts. 
January, 1832 $21,355,724 $7,038,823 $66,293,707 
July, 1832 20,520,068 7,519,083 67,416,061 
January, 1833 = 17,618,217 8,951,847 61,695.913 
April, 1833 033; 9,001,661 64,323,929 
July, 1833 19,366,555 10,098,816 63,369,897 
October, 1833 19,128,189 10,663,441 094,202 
January, 1834 ` 19,208,379 10,031,237 54,911,461 
April, 1834 17,251,264 10, 180,098 54,806,817 
July, 1834 16,641,997 12,823,997 51,024,972 
October, 1834 15,637,676 15,561,374 46,006,791 
Dec. 1834 15,603,446 15,620,387 45,578,088 
Jannary, 1835  17.339,797 15,708,369 61,808,739 
February, 1835 19,733,527 16,369,525 524,806 
March, 1835 19,519.777- 16,567,893 57,814,401 
April, 1835 20,544,736 16,448,814 60,100,216 
May, 1835 20,347,936 14,385,843 61,919,425 
June, 1835 22,009,474 13,912,577 642,646 
July, 1835 25,332, 13,429.328 197,692 
August, 1835 24,329,222 12,883,968 64,314,518 
Sept. 1835 23,645,122 12,840,781 61,787,020 
October, 1835 24,403,074 12,545,662 60,163,249 
Nov. 1835 23,031.667 10,224,675 57,629,053 
Dec. 1835 22,113,902 8.749,920 £7, 144,258 
January, 1836 23,075.422 8,417,988 59,232,145 
February, 1836 21,802,355 7,150,689 60,191,478 
March, 1836 20,114,227 6,224,197 58,345,1 
April, 1836 21,109,352 6,595,96 62,511,081 


Abstracts of the statements of the Pennsylvania Bank of 
the United States, from March, 1836, to May, 1837. 


Date. Bills discounted and Specie. Nett circu- 

1836. bills of exchange. ation. 
March 31, ~ -  &56,503,538  $5,079.460 818,155,396 
May 2, - - B440, 6,020.471 17,251,165 
May 30, $ -  52664,826 4,528,681 13,323, 
July 4, - : - 68,000,600 4,064.455 13,644,305 
August l, - -  57,646.573 4,997,500 14,027,524 
Beptember 1, 57,562,600 4.696.693 11,805,454 
September 29, - - 57,068,940 3.424.763 10,480,828 
October 3l, - 55,548,779 3,410.18L 10.044.097 
December ahr - - 54,928,790 3,275,292 9,733,032 
January 2, - - 67,212217 2638449 11,447,968 
January 30, - -  58,588.116 2161441 9,262,097 
February 27, - . 66,650, 185 2,653,672 9,470,171 
March 30, - . 56,336.061 1,919,094 9.052,386 
May l, - - - 63,552,952 1,490,968 7,193,021 


From Janury, 1832, to January, 1833, that bank 
contracted its loans and discounts from sixty-six to 
sixt-yone millions, and its circulation from twenty- 
one to seventeen millions. During the first quarter 
of 1833, it increased its loans and discounts from 
sixty-one to sixty-four millions, and its circulation 
from seventeen millions to eighteen millions. Duar- g 
ing the second quarter of that year, it contracted © 
its loans and discounts to sixty-three millions, and - 
increased its bills in circulation to nineteen millions. 
Daring the third quarter of that year, it made.a far-; 
ther contraction of loans and discounts to sixty mit 
lions. During the last quarter of that year, it made 
further contraction of loans and discourts to fifty- 
four millions. In the first two quarters of 1834, its 
loans and discounts were contracted to fifiy-one 
millions, and its circulation diminished near three 
millions. In the third quarter of that year, the 
loans and discounts were reduced to forty-six mil- 
lions, and its circulation diminished about one 
millon. In the last quarter of that year, the loans 
and discounts were still further reduced to about 
forty-five and a half millions; making in all, from 
April, 1833, to December, 1834, a period of one 
year and eight months, a{contraction of loans and 
discounts of near nineteen millions; and of bills in 
circulation about two and a half millions. From 
December, 1834, to July, 1835, seven months, 
it expanded its loans -and discounts near twenty 
millions, andits bills in circulation near ten mil- 
lions. Within the next following five months, to 
December, 1835, it contracted its loans and dis- 
counts more than eight millions, and its circula 


May, 1840. 
26TH ConG...walst SESS. 


Independent Treasury Bill—Mr, Lowell. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


493 
H. of Reps. 


tion more than three millions. In the next two 
monihs, to February, 1836, it again expanded its 
Joans and discounts to three millions; and in the next 
succeeding two months, it contracted them again 
near eight millions. During the whole of this pe- 
riod, of little more than four years, it increased its 
specie from seven miliions to sixteen millions; and 
then reduced it 10 about five and a half millions. 

After it became a State institution, its bills of 
exchange and discounts increased from April, 1836, 
to May, 1837, to $63,000,000. Its bills in circula- 
tion were contracted to about $7,000,000; and its 
specie ta less than one and a half millions. In the 
mean time, it had contracted a loan in Europe of 
more than eleven millions of dollars. This was 
the condition of the institution, which was claimed 
by its friends to be the great regulator of the cur- 
rency ten daysbefore the suspension in May, 1837. 
That this amount of specie was nearly exhausted, 
daring the ensuing ten days, is by no means im- 
probable. 

At the suspension of specie payments in 1837, 
it was among the first to suspend, and the last to 
resume; and in the suspension of last fall, it was 
among the first to suspend; and it will be the last 
to resame, if, indeed, it ever do resume. 

Toe great expansions in 1816, 1817, and 1318, 


led to the revulsion of 1819, 1820, and 1821; the | 


expansion of 1822, and 1823, to the revu'sion of 
1824, 1825, and 1826; the expansions of i829, 
1830, and 1831, to the revulsion of 1832, 1833, 


and 1834; the expansions of 1835, 1936, and the | 


early part of 1837 to the revulsion of 1837, 1838, 
and 1839. 

These alternate expansions and contractions 
first gave real estate, and all articles of property, a 
fictitious and deceptive value; and led all classes 
of peop’e into new enterprises, in the expectation 
of accumulating sudden wealth; and then produced 
disappointment, embarrassment, anl pecuniary 
ruin. They excited men to abandon their usual 
employments, to embark in dangerous speculations, 
which were sure to result in disappointment, if not 
im vice and misery. 

The inconsiderate issues of bank bills in Eng- 
land and in the United States, in 1835 and 1836, 
excited a spirit of enterprise and speculation. It 
engendered an unccnirollable thirst for: sudden 
wealth. It encouraged the merchant in Europe to 
sell, and the American merchant to buy, on eredit, 
and import into this country, large quantities of fo- 
reign merchandise, which the necessities of this 
country did not require. It inspired our farmers 
with the desire to embark in the various enterprises 
of the day, for the accumalation of large fortunes, 
by speculating in lands, timber, granite, marble, 
cotton, flour, beef, pork, and various descriptions 
of stocks; by which means, the cultivation of the 
earth was neglected, and agriculture ina great 
measure abandoned, and hence the quantity of 
breadstuffs in this country was not sufficient to 
supply the demand, which was naturally increased 


by an increase of population,and by thousands of fo- | 


` reign laborers, who had come to the United States to 

‘labor on the canals and railroads. Necessity then 
compelled us to import grain and flour from Europe; 
and an expenditure, which in 1834, amounted to 
but two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, was 
suddenly increased to more than two millions ia 
the first two quarters of 1837. 

This turned the balance of trade against us; 
made us an importing instead of an exporting na- 
tion; and in the year 1836, the imports exceeded 
the exports by $61,316,995—in 1837, by $23,569,- 
841—and in 1838, by $5,330,788, making an ex- 
cess of imports over the exports in three years, of 
$90,217,624. 

As our bank bills do not circulate in foreign 
countries, the balances of trade must be paid in 
gold and silver. In this way our specie is with- 
drawn from circulation at home, and exported to 
pay foreign debts. Our inflated currency swells 
the prices of goods—prevents the duties on im- 
ports from operating as any protection to domestic 
manufactures; for as the balance of trade must be 
adjusted in gold and silver, the foreign merchant 
can purchase ata low rate in Europe- where labor 
‘and materials are cheap; send them to the United 
States, pay the duties in bank notes, and sell at the 
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inflated prices; and then demand specie to take 
back to Europe. 

Our banks have also established agencies in those 
countries, not to loan, but to borrow money. 
These agents, it is understuod, are engaged in spe- 
culations of various kinds. They deal in cotton, 
tobacco, provisions, in bank, railroad, and other 
corporation stocks, and in State bonds and other 
securites. 

In this way they have contributed still further to 
plunge our citizens and the States engaged in in- 
ternal improvements into debt, and into bondage to 
the bankers and speculators of England, France, 
and Holland. The extent of their indebtedness is 
now two hundred millions; and the payment of the 
interest alone will be a constant drain upon the 
specie of this country. The effect of these specu- 
ations in State bonds and securities is already ap- 
parent. 
the sales were the greatest, the imports of gold 
and silver coin and bullion exceeded the exports by 
$29,139,299. When the sales diminished, and the 
interest became due, ducing the last year, the ex- 
ports exceeded the imports by $7,969,859, or near 
eight millions of dollars. 

For the bonds and State securities sold or 
pledged, the bank agents procured English and 
French goods at most extravagant prices, and 
money at the rate of four millions for five mil- 
lions. The goods have been consumed; and the 
money itself must sooner or later be refunded 
in specie; and the interest must be paid in the 
same currency. There can be no doubt, there- 
fore, that what seemed fora time to afford relief 
to our merchants and bankers must ultimately 
produce very serious embarrassment. 

By the speculations at home in w:ld lands, the 
sales which, in the years 1833 and 1834, amounted 
to but eleven millions, were suddenly extended 
in the following years of 1835 and 1836 to 
forty-one millions. These purchases were princi- 


pally made with bank bills of little value; and | 


were no sooner used to meet one purchase, 
than they were returned to the banks and re- 
issued to pay for others. So wild and reckless 
was this thirst for speculation, that, had it not 
been for the Treasury order, issued in 1836 by the 
direction of General Jackson, commenly called 
“the specie circular,” the entire public domain 
would have been parchased up by speculators, 
and paid fcr in worthless paper. 

This is the history of those events which pre- 


ceded and are connected with the suspension of | 


specie payments in May, 1837. 

The Bank of England, the United States Bank, 
and the State banks, having swelled the expansion 
of credits and circulation until they could not be 
inflated any further; it became necessary to com- 
mence the work cf contraction. As the Bank of 
England was the first to expand, so it was the first 
to contract the circulation. This it commenced on 
the 7th of March, 1837; and within nine months 
redaced its loans £7,852,000. It increased its spe- 
cie in the mean time £4,124,000. This amount of 
specie being withdrawn from circulation, the con- 
traction amounted to near £!2,090,000. 

The chock was soon felt in this country; and was 
followed by an immediate suspension on the part 
of the United States Bank and the State banks 
throughout the Union. 

With about thirty-eight millions of specie in 
their vaults, one hundred and forty-nine millions 
of bank notes in circulation, one hundred and 
twenty-seven millions of deposites, near forty mil- 
lions of which was the property of the Govern- 
ment, they had increased their loans and discounts 
to five hundred and twenty-five millions of dollars. 
And in this situation, at peace with the world, 
aided and encouraged by the Government, and in 
a time of universal prosperity, they closed their 
doors against the people and the Government of 
the people’s choice; and setall law and authority 
at defiance! They thus deliberately separated 
themselves from the Government and the people— 
dissolved the connection by their own voluntary 
act—and but for the expedient of issuing Treasury 
notes, would literally have stopped the wheels of 
Government. 

The question now arises, shall this connection 


In the years 1836, 1837, and 1838, while | 


be renewed, or the separation continue, and be 
made perpetual by law? It isa great question. 
Shall this be a Government of the banks or a Go- 
vernment of the people? Are the American peo- 
ple capable of self government? Shall we be go- 
verned by men; by free, intelligent, reasonable, 
intellectual beings, who have souls to save—chosen 
by the people, from among the people, to transact 
the people’s business, and accountable to the peo- 
ple; or by corporations, unknown to the Constitu- 
tion, possessing neither soul nor body, and being 
under no responsibility or accountability to any 
power, here or elsewhere? For myself and my 
constituents, I cannot hesitate or doubt as to the 
answer. Let the separation continue, and be 
made perpetual, by all constitutional measures. 

According to Mr. Gallatin’s tables from 1811 to 
1830, nineteen years, one hundred and sixty-five 
banks failed, the capital stock of which amounted 
to about thirty millions, The parliamentary re- 
turns in Great Britain show, from 1790 to 1818, 
twenty-eight years, the failure of two hundred and 
seventy-four banks in England. In 1837, all the 
banks in the United States failed; and in 1839, all 
the banks at, and South and West of, Philadelphia, 
with some few honorable exceptions. 

The system of banking needs a radical reform; 
but itcan only be done effectually by the State 
Legislatures. It should be carried back to the 
object of its institntion—to commercial operations 
—to the accommodation of trade—leaving the 
currency as it was at the formation of the Consti- 
tution, principally metallic, or as the framers of 
that instrument intended that it should be, gold, 
silver, and copper. Let the banks be established 
by those who have money to lend, and not those 
who desire to borrow—require them to keep a suffi- 
cient quanti:y of specie in their vaults to redeem all 
their notes when presented—let them be confined 
to the issue of bills of a large denomination on 
business paper—prohibit them from engaging in 
speculations—and require them to conduct their 
affairs on the principles of commercial banking. 

This would call in the post notes and bills of lit- 
tle value. It would call home our speculators in 
cotton, in stocks, bonds, and State securities, and, 
by requiring th®m'to labor for a living, would con- 
tribue something to the wealth and capital of the 


ji country. 


Paper and specie of the same denominations can- 
not circulate together. As Fharaoh’s lean and ill- 
favored kine devoured the fat and well-favored 
kine, so a spurious currency will devour the pre- 
cious metals, and drive them from circulation. 
That is effected ia this way: If a person having 
different kinds of money—for instance, bank notes 
of a doubtfal character, bank notes considered 
good, and- gold and silver coins—should have a 
debt to pay, or be making a purchase, he would 
pay out first the doubtful bank notes, in which he 
has the least confidence; next, the bank notes con- 
sidered good; and would lock up the gold and sil- 
ver, to be used only in cases of absolute necessity. 
Not only the individual to whom he pays the bank 
notes, but the whole community, will be governed 
by the same principle. The bank notes, therefore, 
in which they have no confidence, will be con- 


| stantly passing from hand to hand, while the gold 


and silver coins will be treasured up for future 
use. 


Most of our banks at the present day are esta- 
blished by a combination ef men, for the purpose 
of enabling themselves to borrow money from the 
public, at the same time that they seem to lend, by 
exchanging their own notes, without interest, for 
the notes of responsible individuals, with interest, 
and are, therefore, debtors to the public for the 
whole amount of their bills in circulation. 


Having but a small amount of specie in their 
vaults, compared with their bills in circulation, 
they are sustained principally by confidence. 
These bills or bank notes are not money; nothing 
but gold, silver, and copper coins, being properly 
denominated money. But the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Barnagp] said the other day, that 
they are the representative of money, Or ceriificates 
that the holder is the owner of an equal amount 
of coins, They are not the representative of mo 


494 
e6ra Cone... Ist Sess. 


have gold and silver in their vaults to be repre- ` 
sented. What is our idea of a representative? A 
few may represent many—one may represent 
another, or one may represent many others. But 
how three or six paper dollars can represent one of 
go'd or silver, is not easily perceived. There is 
but one sense in which they can be said to be the 
representative of specie; and that is the sense in 
which a painting represents the original, as the pic- 
ture of an ox,a house, or a ship; but there are 
few persons who wou'd be willing to take the pic- 
tures instead of the originals. If they are the 
certificates cf the ownership of an equal amount 
of coins, and there are more paper dollars issued 
than gold and silver in the vaults, they certify 
what is not true, and thereby deceive the public. 

Bank notes purport to represent what does not 
exist; they are certiticates of the ownership of what 
can never be realized; they promise to pay on de- 
mand, but the payments must be made in their 
own notes; they redeem old promises by giving 
new; in fine, like the weird sisters in Macbeth, 

“They palter with us in a double sense; 
They keep the word of promise to our ear, 
And break it to our hope.” 

I would not inciude ail banks indiscriminately 
in these remarks. There are some honorable ex- 
ceptions; as many, perhaps, in the State which I 
have the honor, in part, to represent, as in any 
other; but truth compels me to add: 

“They are, like angels visits, 
Few and far between.” 

The principa! objections raised against this mea- 
sure are found in the report of the mincrity of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, at the second zes- 


ney, any farther than the banks which issue them | 


sion of the 25th Congress, which, I understand, l 


was drawn up by the distingu:shed gent!eman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Serorant.]) The same objec- 
tionsare repeated and enforced by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Cusnino.] They are, 
first, ‘That this system will establish one cur- 
rency for the Government, of gold and silver, and 
another of depreciated paper for the people.” Se- 
cond, “ That it will increase the power of Execa- 
tive patronage;” and third, “ That Congres ought 
not to pass the bill without submitting the question 
to the people.” To the first objegjon, I answer, 
that the Government and the people are, in effect, 
one and thesame. Their interests are identical. 

` It isthe people’s Government, administered by the 
people’s agents, who are elected by the people, to 
transact the affairs of the people, and who are ac- 
countable to the people. 


The money required for the expenses of Govern- 


ment, and which is derived from the revenues, will 


be received in gold and silver, and paid out in go'd 
and silver. 
ties on imports; and is immediate'y dishursed by 
the officers of Government, in payment of our 
army and navy, the contractors for erecting forti- 
fications and other public works, for furnishing | 
materials for our armed ships, provisions for cur 
troops and seamen, and les ly for the wages of | 
laboring men in the employment of the Guvern- ; 
ment. If the officers of Governmen: receive spe- 
cie, they will als» pay cut specie. What has besn | 
receive] m the share of dutie:, will be immedi- 
Giately disbursed to the pubiic credi ors. The 
effect upon the currency has probably been over- 
rated by both th- friends and opponents of the mea- 
sure. I may, however, say, with safety, that to 
the exient that specie is required in payment of 
dues to the Government, wili the prec’oas metals 
be infused into the e:reclation, acd ihe cutrency 
thereby be gradually reformed ard impr: ved. 

It will lay the foundation for a sound cir-ulating 
mediom, and tend gradually to restore the national ` 
currency. There is but one standard of value 
and one currency known to our Constitution and 
Jaws, namely, gold and silver coins. 


The humblest citizen has a legal right to đe- | 
mand this currency in payment of debts. Why, - 
then, should it be said that the people are to have 
a different currency from the Governmen:? Will : 
you deny to the public servants the right which ` 
the Constitution has secured to every individual ia 
he gael and if so, why this invidious distine- | 
tion 


Are the officers of the Government, in whom we 


| 


It comes chiefly in the shape of du- ; 


have placed confidence, and oa whom we impose 
many burdens, less worthy than ourselves? Why 
compel our own agents and the public crediters to 
receive payment in a depreciated currency, when 


any individual has the right by law to demand gold | 


and silver? The effect ot the measure will be, ul- 
timately, to give one and the same currency to the 
people and the Government, leaving the banks to 
stand or fall upon their own merits, as they may 
prove to be beneficial or injurious to commerce. 
The second objection will “vanish into thin air” 
before the light of a brief examination. 
proposed system it will not be in the power of the 
Executive to touch a single dollar of the money, 
not even the pay for his own salary, except on the 


. draft of the Treasurer, and in pursuance of appro- 
: priations made by law; while the additional offi- 


cers to be appointed consist of only four receivers 
general, and some ten to fitteen clerks, who will 
be restrained by bonds and penalties from loaning 


_ Or using the money under any pretence. 


But how tremendous would be the power of the 


: Executive, should the sys'em contended for by our 
` Opponents prevail, and the Government be associa- 


ted with, and allied to a National Bank, with a ca- 
pital. stock of seventy millions of dollars, with 
branches established in all the States, and the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands divided among them, and 
invesied in the siock of the bank, as proposed by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Poes,] in ad- 
dition to the 930 banks now in the country, scat- 
tered over the whole Union, commanding the ser- 
vices of a million of bank officers and bank de- 
pendants, whose operations are exteaded into all 
parts of the country, and whose influence will be 
felt through all the ramifications of business, hav- 
ing the possession of the public revenues, and au- 


: thorized to discount and loan money on the strength 


' of them! 


Such a power would be most dangerous 
to the liberties of the peop!e and the safety of the 
Republic. Yet, if I understand the argument of 
the report before a!!uded to,and the doctrine advoca- 
ted by the gentleinan from Alabama[Mr. Detter] 
in his eight hours’ speech against this measure, 


_ and the speech of the gentleman from Massachu- 
, setts, the Opposition offer no substitute for the In- 
:- dependent Treasury, but a National Bank or the 
| State bank deposite system, either of which, in my 


Opinion, would be a most dangerous engine in the 
hands of any Administration. 


Bat it is also objected, that the passage of the | 


bill at this time, would be premature, and a disre- 
gard of the popular wil’. The will of the people, 
when fully and fairly expressed, is a tribunal, be- 
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fore which we should all bow with respect. How, |: 


then, is the faci? The report, dated’ March 231, 
1838, page 32, says: 
“In this state of things, the plan of an Independent Treasury 


is propounded, and pressed to a decision, before the people can 


have an opportunity to act upon it.” 
And on page 28, the repert says: 


“By action, is meant election to Congress; au election which | 


will give them an opportunity, constitutionaily and effectually, 
to express their will, and to have that will obeyed.” 

And this objecuon is now renewed aud enfored 
by the gentieman from Massachuset's, 

At the Presiden‘ial election in 1832, the people 
tried the United Staies Bank, and condemned it. 


They gave it a new trial at the President:al elec- | 


tion in 1836; and affirmed their former cecision. 
Aad atthe election of the members of the present 
Congress, in 1838 and 1839, they tried the State 


banks, and the Independent Treasury system, as |: 


proposed oy the pre.ent Chief Magistrate. They 

condemned the former, and approved the !atier.? 
The campaign was opened in the fall of 1838, 

by the election in Maine, where that question was 


put distinctly in issue, and resulted in a gain of | 


two Administration members. Next came Ohio, 
with a gain of three Administration members. 


And Teunessee, with the same number; and even . 


Kentucky, with a gain of one; Massachuseits with 
one, Vermont with one, New Jersey with five, In- 


diana with four, and Mississippi w.th two; and in |, 


all the Siates where the question was put distinctly 
in issae at tne polls, it is believed that the result 
was either a gain of members of Congress, or of 
popular votes. How, then, can the opponents 
of this measure say that the people have not acied 
on this question? 
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They have acted. They have expressed their 
will in a way not to be misunderstood; and I now 
call on the gentleman from Pennsylvania, and 
those who are politically associated with him, to 
obey that will. 

In the last Congress this measure was no sooner 
ushered into the House, than it was prostrated ata 
single hlow—it was nailed to your table by a ma. 
jority of twelve to fourteen votes, from which the 
Administration could not raise it. 

But now, I trust that the will of the people may 
prevail—that the bill may be fully discussed—that 
we may have an opportunity to record our names 
in its favor, and that it may be pa.sed into a law, 
and sent out to the people, for the good of the 
country. 

Bat it is said, that this system will overthrow our 
manufactories—destroy commerce—impoverish the 
laboring classes—that it will ruin the country—and 
that the people are in great distress, either because 
the system is already in operation, or is about to be 
adopted by the Government. The cries of distress 
have been raised, both in and out of Congress. 


The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] said, 
the other day, if I understood him ccrrectly, that 
he had just left that city which boasted of more 
capital than any other on this continent; that they 
had no currency there, none whatever; that the 
country was in an unexampled state of depression; 
that every limb of almost every man, woman, and 
child in the land, was paralyzed by oppression, and 
that the nation was crying out for relief. 


Having occasion, soon after, to visit that and 
some other commercial cities, you will judge of 
my astonishment, when I found myself wholly un- 
able to discover any signs of that distress which 
had been depicted in such glowing colors, but, on 
the contrary, found the steamboats filled with gen- 
teel passengers, the railroad cars crowded to over- 
flowing, the hotels occupied by men of business, 
the markets filled with the comforts and luxuries of 
life, merchant vessels constantly arriving and de- 
parting, seamen in good demand, at high wages, 
and the people, to all appearance, prosperous and 
happy! I was perplexed to account for this sudden 
change, until I recollected the anecdote of the 
priest and the lady, who were looking through a 
telescope at tre moon: While the priest could dis- 
cover nothing but churches, spires, and other pre- 
parations for religious observances, the lady could 
see nothing but green arbors and pleasant groves, 
with lovers sitting under the shade of the trees, 


| Thus each saw what was passing in the mind. 


The shrill cry of distres which so often salutes 
our ear, comes not ftom the poor, the destitute, and 
the suffering. It comes from those gentlemen who 
are connected with, and have the control of, the 
nine hundred banks and branches in this country; 
from bank presidents, bank directors, and bank de. 
pendants, and their political associates, who desire 
to overthrow the Admin‘stration. It comes from 
the Whig merchan's in Poston, New York, Phila- 
delphia, and other large cities, who ride in their 
earriages, drawn by gay horses, surrounded by 


rich equipage, who live in marble palaces, fur- Ẹ 


nished in ithe most splendid and magnificent style, + 
who fare sumptaously every day, sitting down aly 
tables which groan under the weight of the luxuy 
ries, and the dainties of the season; and while pars 
taking of rich viands, and sipping old and choice 


' wines, they will mourn over the hardness of the 
‘the times, the pressure in the money ‘market, 


the distress which prevails in the country, and 
the fully, extravagance. corruption and madness 
of the present Administration ! 

Such men cannot be pleased, while the Govern- 
ment is administered on Democratic principles. 
Though the Administration were as pure as the 
angels in Heaven, it could not command their ap» 
probation. They could not be satisfied. Like the 
ho:se leech’s daughters, they would “ery, give, 
give, and never say enough.” 

In the judgment of a certain party, this country 
has been ruined many times within the last 
forty years. They eon-idered it ruined, and the 
institutions of religion overthrown, when Thomas 
Jefferson waselected President—ruined again, when 
James Madison was elected—ruined when the em» 
bargo, non-intercourse, and non-importation acts 


\ 


| 
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were passed—ruined when war was declared 
against Great Britain for the protecuon of our 
rights on the high seas—ruined when General 
Jackson was elected President—when he vetoed 
the bill to recharter the United States Bank—again 
when the deposites were removed—when the specie 
circular was issaed—when Mr. Van Buren was 
elected President—and is about to be ruined again, 
by the passage of the bill now under consideration; 
and notwithstanding it has been so frequently 
ruined, I most seriously and solemnly believe it is 
still the best country on the globe, with the best 
people, and the best Government. With all this 
distress and ruin, we have gone on from prosper- 
ing to prosper; enlarged our borders until they ex- 
tend from the Canadas to the Gulf of Mexico, and 
from the Atlautic to the Pacific; have increased in 
population and wealth; erec'ed institutions of learn- 
ing and religion throughout the land; and esta- 
biished a gallant navy, which commands the re- 
spect and admiration of the world. 

We have increased our power by land and wa- 
ter, until our commerce whitens every ucean, and 
our star spangled banner waves triumphant in 
every clime. 

I admit that many persons are laboring under 
pecuniary embarrassment, and that there is a de- 
pression in mercantile affairs, which has fallen 
with great severity upon a portion of the commu- 
nity; but it is not confined to this country, or Eng- 
land, and is more severely feit in those countries 
which depend on a paper currency than in any 
other. 

We have been told that no such depression of 
business occurred during the existence of a United 
States Bank; and here i take issue with those gen- 
tlemen, and will maintain and prove, by the most 
distinguished mən in the Opposition, that there 
were two such revalsions daring the existence of 
the late United States Bank, namely, ia 1819 and 
in 1824; and yet ‘urther, that they were caused by 
the banks. 

First. The Hon. John Bell, of Tennessee, in a 
speech delivered in the House of Representatives, 
June 8, 1832, which is reported in Gales and Sea- 
ton’s Register, vol. 8, part 34, pages 3364 and 5, 
uses the following language: 

“In 1819 came that sudden eclipse of the glorious scene I 
have described, which, for a while, was supposed to forbode a 
Permanent prostration of the interests and prosperity of the 
country. This was the result of a combination of causes, By 
the abuse of the paper credit system both in Europe and Ame- 
Tica, and the consequent depreciation of the currency, property 
of all kinds attained an extravagant artificial value. A univer- 
sa] delusion prevailed upon all subjects connected with trade- 
and the nature and theory of wealth. Tre machine of pro 
duction had been stimulated to the highest exertion in every 
country, and in every branch of industry, peculiar to each, 
without reference to the amount of similar products in either, 
and without regard tothe probable demands for them. Such 
was the effect of the steady advance in the prices of all descrip- 
tions of property and produce in this country, up to 1819, 
caused by the state of the currency, that a great portion of soci- 
ety began to imagine that a golden age had set in, which would 
have no end; that prices would continue to rise without limit, 
and that the readiest way to wealth was by trade or exchanges. 
The whole country became a nation of tra:lers or exchangers, 
as well as the producers of the commodities of trade. The fall 
of ‘prices in 1819 found almost every individual o: the country 
either a debtor or a creditor, to an amount far beyond the 
bounds of a mo.t-rate adventure. The revulsion of 1819 was as 
sudden and unexpected as a clap of thunderin a fine day. It 
was as terrific, too, to thousands. The consequeuce was gene- 


_Yal consternation and depression.” 


8-cond. Hon. Henry Ciay, in a speech delivered 
in 1824, reported in Niles’s Register, vol. 26, pages 
378 and 387, says: 


“In canting our eyeg around us, the most prominent cir- 
camstance which fixes our attention, and challenges our deep» 
eat regret, is the general disiress which pervades the whole 
country. Itis forced upon us by numerous facts of the most 
incontestable character. It is indicated by tha diminished ex- 
ports of native produce; by the depressed and reduced state of 
our foreign navigation; by our diminished commerce; by suc- 
cessive. unthreshed crops of grain, perishing in our barns and 
barn yards for the want of a market; by the alarming diminu- 
tion of the circulating medium; by the numerous bankru tcies, - 
not limited to the trading classes, but extending to all or 
society ; by an universal cemplaint of the want of employment, 
and a ¢ uent reduction of the wages of labor; by the rave. 
hous pursuit after public situations, not for the sake of their 
honors and the performance of their public duties, but as-a 
Mmeaus.of private subsistence; by the reluctant resort to the pe- 
rilous nse of paper money; by the intervention of legislation in 
the delicate relation between debtor and creditor; and, above 
all, by the low and depressed state of the value of almost every 
deseription of the whole: mass of the property of the nation 


which has, on an aver; t 
cent, wi ihin a few Sonar: sank not less than about fifty per 


“The truth is, that no class ree uffers. more, in the 
Present stagnation of business, khan the Faboring e clase. That is 
AMacoerary effect of the: of agricatture, the principal 


cs Of : 


business of the community. The wages of able bodied men | 
vary from five to eight dollers per month; and such has been 
the want of employ ment, in some parts of the Union, that in- 
stances have not been untrequent, of men working merely for 
the means of present subsistence. Ifthe wages for labor here 
and in England are compared, they will be found not to be 
essentially different.” g , 

And third. Hon Daniel Webster, in a speech de- 
livered the same year, which is recorded in the 
same vclume, at the 411th page, discourses as fol- 
lows: i 


“The paper system of England had certainly communicated 
an artificial value to property. It had encouraged speculation 
and excited overtrading. hen the shock, therefore, came, 
and this, violent pressure for money acted at the same moment 
on the continent and in England, inflated and unnatural prices 
could be kept up no longer. A reduction took place, which 
has been estimated to have been at Jeast least equal to a fall of 
thirty, if not forty, per cent. The depression was universal; 
and the change was felt in the United States severely, though 
not equally so in every part of them. There are those, I am 
aware, who mainiain that the events to whieh I have alluded 
did not cause the great fall of prices; but that fall was natural 
and inevitable, from the previously existing siate of things, the 
abundance of commodities, and the want of demand. But that 
would only prove that the effect was produced in another way, 
rather than by anothercause. If these great and sudden calls 
for money did not reduce prices, but prices fell, as of them- 
selvas, to their natural state, still the resultis the same; for we 
perceive that, after these new calls for money, prices could not 

e kept longer attheir unnatural height.” 


These three gentlemen, cccupying, as they do, 
high and responsible stations in the nation, and be- 
ing at the head of the Whig party, will, I presume, 
be regarded by our epponents as competent and 
credible witnesses, 

Bat it is said, that this system will ruin the farm- | 
er, by its tendency to reduce the prices of grain, 
flour, beef, pork, and other produce. The prices 
of such articles must depend, in a great measure, 
upon the extent of the supply and demand; and 
prices will, therefore, be necessarily subject tasome | 
fluctuation. The tendency of bank expansion and ' 


contraction is to make those fluctuations more fra- | 


quent, more sudden, and more violent, while the | 
Independent Treasury. system will tend to counter- ` 
act the influence of those expansions and contrac- . 
tions. The following statement exhibits the prices 


of various articles in continental money, in 1779 `; 


and 1780: 


RRICES IN CONTINENTAL MONEY. 
From the unpublished diury of Christopher Marshall, at 
Lancaster. in 1779. 


Aug. 11, A quarter of lamb, per Ib. - - $0 80 
i pint of yeast, -~ - - - 40 i 
Oct. 19, Butter, per lb. . - `“ - 400 ` 
“ 27 Twopence worth of yeast, - - 5v ! 
Nov, 11, Rye, per bushel, -~ 7 $ $ 3733 | 
“ Potatoes, do. - - . - 5 32 
K Turnips, do. - - . . 2 00 
s A ivadof wood, - . . . 35 00 
“ 18, Butter, per Ib. . . . - 5 00 
Dec, 8, Milk, perqùary - ~ - . 66 
s Oak wood, per cord . : . 44 00 
“10, Hogs, per fb. - - - - 200 
1780. i 
Mar. 24, Shingle nails, per Ib. . - - 45 33 
April i2, Butter, do. . . - 6 00 
“ 27, Pine boards, per foot, -. - - 1 00 
“ A pound of large nails, - . . 12 00 
May 26, Butter, per ib. : - - : 8 00 
i “ Col At Philadelphia a8 00 
une 3, A peck of green ; . - - 
* 3, Hutter: per lb. pem - - 87 to 10 00 | 
* 10, A peck of green peas, - x $1010 15 00 | 
“ 10, Veal, per Ib. - - - - $5to7 00 | 
“ 17, Coffee, do. - - . . - 800 : 
6 22, A piece of bobbin, - . - . 20 03 
“ 22, Tenenmffe wine, per gallon, : : 85 37 
“ 23, Apairof shoes, -~ : - - 120 QU | 


I 
By way of contrast, I will now cite a Cinciu- | 
natu price current of December 21st, 1821, which | 
says, pork is pow scling at 14 cenis per pound; 
flour at $2 50 per barrel; fine beef, hind quarters, 
at 2 cen's per pound; veal 2 cent-; fowls 64 cents; 
eggs 8 cents per dozen; butter 10 cents; Lard 34 
cenis; bams 5 cents, and vegetahies equally cheap. 
The United States’ Bank was thea in successful 
operation; but it had passed throagh the first pe- 
riod of expansion, and was then engaged ip con- 
trac‘ing the circulation. 

That the great and sudden fluctuations in the 
prices of bread stuffs are caused mainly by the 
banks, will appear still more manifest by the fol- 
lowing table of the prices of flour at Philadelphia : 
and Washington, for the first three months of each ' 
year, from 1796 to the present time, a period of : 
forty-four.years, a part of which table was pub- | 
lished in-the Pennsylvanian in 1837, and the ree | 
maining three years were added by the Globe, te : 
make the table complete to the present time. By | 
comparing the expansions and contractions of bank | 
issues with the rise-and fall of the prices of flour | 


in those years, any gentleman can judge for him- 
self whether they do not sustain the relation to each 
other of cause and effect. 


PRICES OF FLOUR, 
For the first three months of the year, from 1796 to 1840, in- 


clusive, 

Years. January. February. March. 
1795 $12 00 $13 50 #15 00 
1797 10 00 10 00 10 00 
1793 8 50 8 50 8 50 
1799 9 50 9 30 9 2 
iae 11 50 11 25 11 50 
1802 7 00 7 7 00 
1803 6 50 6 50 6 50 
1804 7 50 7 50 7 00 
1805 11 00 12 25 13 00 

- 1806 7 50 7 50 7 00 
1807 7 50 7 50 7 50 
1808 (embargo) 6 00 5 75 5 0 
1809 do. 5 50 7 00 7 00 
1810 775 8 00 8 25 
1811 11 00 10 59 10 50 
1812 (war) 10 50 10 123 975 
1813 do. 11 00 10 00 9 50 
1Si4 do. 9 25 8 25 8 00 
1515 do. 8 00 & 00 7 75 
1816 9 00 9 00 8 00 
1817 13 50 13 75 14 25 
1818 10 00 10 75 10 50 
1819 9 00 8 75 8 25 
1820 6 00 5 50 5 00 
1821 4 00 4 00 375 
1822 6 25 6 2 6 25 
1823 7 00 6 75 70 
1824 6 00 6 00 6l: 
1825 4 87 5 12 5 12 
1826 475 4 62 4 50 
1827 5 75 6 00 5 74 
1828 5 00 4 87 4 75 
1829 8 50 8 25 8 00 
1830 4 62 4 50 4 50 
1831 6 12 6 25 7 00 
1822 5 50 5 50 5 50 
1333 6 75 5 00 6 50 
1834 5 25 5 00 5 87 
1835 4 87 5 00 5 00 
1836 6 50 6 62 6 75 
1837 11 00 11 00 
1838 10 00 10 00 9 75 
1839 8 00 8 00 7 50 
1840 7 25 6 12 6 UO 


*In July and August this year, $11 and $12. 
Again, we are told by the opponents of this 
measure, that it will diminish the wages of labor, 


: Aad I most frankly confess, that, if this were true, 
' it would be a most serious objection; for there is nc 


principle of political econcmy better settled than 
this, that labor is the cause of all wealth, both pub- 


| lic and private: The laboring classes are the bone 


and muscle and sinew of the country. But a mo- 
ment’s reflection will satisfy any person that, so 
far as it operates on labor, it cannot fail to have 
the contrary effect. Its tendency being to infuse 
into the circalating medium a large quantity of 
gold and silver, it will check to the same extent the 
expansions and contractions of the banks, and 
thereby prevent, in a good degree, the fluctuations 
in the prices of articles of consumption needed by 
the laboring man, so that those prices may bear a 
reasonable proportion to the wages of labor. 

When the banks expand and inflate the currency, 
the laboring man, in the receipt of moderate wages, 
finds himself unexpectedly compelled to pay 
from ten to fifteen dollars for a barrel of flour, and 
from thirty to forty dollars for a barrel of pork, 
with equally exiravagant pr ces for all other arti- 
cles of corsumption. And when, at tast, his wages 
‘hall be so increased as to bear some proport- 
tion to the prices of other things, the banks reverse 
the motion of the sc:ews, suddenly contract the 
circulation, the wages of labor are reduced, and 
the laburing man thrown cut of employment. 
Thus, he is the last to te benefited by bank expan- 
sions, and the first to be injured by bank contrac- 
tions. 

But, sir, are the opponents of this bill sincere in 
their concern for the ‘adoring man? Have they in 


. Feal:ty become the friecds of those men who earn 


their daily bread for themselves and their families 
by their daily labor? Have they in truth: such 
tender regard for the rights of the people? or are 
their professions of attachment hypocritical and 
deceptive? f 
The gentleman from Massachusetts has quoted 
from a Democratic newspaper ublished in Bos- 
ton, (the Morning Post;) and Í will also quote a 
short extract from a Whig newspaper (the Courier) 
published in the same city, to show what opinions 
our opponents entertaim of laboring men: ‘The 
huge paw of the farmer ought never to be laid on 
the statute book.” - Mark that, 
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‘ag well might a biackamith attempt to mend a watch, as a 
farmec to legislate. What mischiefs are sure to be enacted, 
when a man, born to nothing but the ploughtail, takes to legis- 
lating.” = 

Another Whig paper, the Atlas, published in 
the same city, has since admonished its friends 
that they must pursue a different policy, in order 
to getthe votes of the people. They must, says 


that paper, “descend into the forum, and take the 


laboring man by the hand.” 


A distinguished opponent of Democracy has 


said: 


“There never can be prosperous times in this country, until 


& poor man, asin England, is obliged to work for a sheep’s 
head and pluck a day, and lie under a cart at night.” 

One of the most celebrated Whigs and bankers 
of this country, has recently proclaimed, that: 

“It was only through the infliction of sufferings, that the 
people could be brought to oppose the Administration; and 
that the sufferings of the people would scourge the banditti in 
high places back to their caverus.”” 


Such were the sentiments which our opponents 


entertained of the laboring people; and I would | 


ask what has caused this sudden change in their 
feelings and policy? Whence arises this new born 
affection for the people, for laborers, farmers, 
mechanics, seamen? Why does “purse proud, 
bellowing insolence” condescend to take the labor- 
ing man by the hand, and to fawn over him, and 
play the sycophant? The laboring man will answer 
this question at the polls. 
nents that they have greatly underrated his intelli- 
gence, and his virtue—and that he will not desert 
his tried and ancient friends, who have stood by 


him, and been fellow-laborers in the same vine- || 


yard. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusu- 


ina} was jealous of European measures—he would | 
not follow their example—our institutions were || 


peculiar in many respects. And yet he tells us, 


near the ciose of his speech, that there is no Go- | 


vernment on earih which he respects so much as 
he does England. 
has risen in power and greatness beyond that of 


any other on the globe; and refers to the evidences ; 


of her greatness and the wisdom of her policy. 
Among the evidences of her prosperity, he re- 
minds us of the extent of her dominions, of her 


army and navy, and her 130 millions of conquered | 


inhabitants in India; and he asks if we would not 
follow the example of a nation which has obtained 
such greatness by such a system? 

Sir, we have followed her example too long. I 
am jealous of the measures of all European Go- 
vernments, but especially of England, who has 
more power to injure us than any other nation, and 
greater inducements to exert that power. We 
have already been engaged in two long and bloody 
wars with her for the maintenance of our just 
rights; and may yet be involved in another, unless 
a returning sense of justice, or fear of conse- 
quences, should induce her to abandon her pre- 
tended claim of title to a portion of our public do- 
main. What would be the result of such a contest, 
cannot admit of very serious doubts. But the dan- 
ger at present lies in a different direction. What 
she cannot obtain by her fleets and armies, she 
may obiain by her moneyed power; namely: a can- 
trol over the destinies of this country. 

Shall our eyes be dazzled by British splendor, 
and blinded by British giory, to imitate her policy, 
which, to say nothing of poor, oppressed, aad ru- 
ined Ireland, has reduced nearly one half of the 
people of England and Wales to poverty and 
wretchedness; which has spread paupertism, disease, 
and crime throughout ker dominions; and which has 
reduced one hundred and thirty millions of people 
in India from freedom, and the ownership of fee 
simple estates, to poverty, servitude, and death by 
starvation, at the rate of halfa million per year? 
Are such the fruits of her paper system? If they 
are, let us not follow her example. 

The effects of the present banking system on the 
people of England may be seen by an able and au- 
thentie document, now in my hand. It is the re- 
port of the Directors of the Chamber of Commerce 
and Manofaetures at Manchester, England, De- 

eember 12, 1839, from which I beg leave to read 
the following extracts: 


“it has been shown that the Bank no sooner found itself in a 
safe position, than it recommenced, in 1838, a system of expan- 
jon, and exported part of its stock of gold, 


He preceeds to say that she ' 
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“Prices of the great staples before enumerated consequently 
advanced during the year 1838, and part of the year 1839, until, 
as we have seen, the restrictive policy was resumed, the mo- 
tion of the screw was reversed, and, down to the present mo- 
ment, prices have again fallen fram 20 to 30 per cent. thus in- 
flicting upon the alreaJy prostrate trading and manufacturing 
interest a repetition of the sacrifices of 1837. 

“By these forced expansions and contractions of the currency 
during the last three years, some of the must prudent and 
wealthy of our merchants and manu/actureis have incurred 
that ruin which, in a more wholesome and natural state of the 
circulating medium, could befall only the reckless adventurer or 
gambler. 

“Under such a state of things as has been described, calcula- 
tions based upon the most enlarged experience afford no secu- 
rity against lossand failure. The trader learns the fate of his 


! undertakings not in the markets of the world, as influenced by 


the law of supply and demand, but in the acts of twenty-six ir- 
responsible individuals conducting a joint stock banking asso- 
ciation in the city of London. 

“Butthe heavy pecuniary losses incurred by our capitalists, 
constitute a minor evil when compared with the moral and so- 


| cial injuries inflicted upon the laboring classes by the fluctua- 


tions in the currency. The board have directed their best at- 
tention to this part of the subject; the effects produced upon 
the condition of the great mass of the people by the operations 


. ofthe Bank of England having hitherto been almost entirely . 
overleoked. 


“The late panic, by causing a diminution of our exports in 
1837, as compared with the previous year, to the extent of ten 
millions; aad hy curtailing, proportionately, the amount of our 
home trade, was accompanied by a corresponding cessation ot 
the demand for labor. In the spring and summer of that year, 
vast numbers of the working classes, in all the large towns, 
were suddenly deprived of employment, and thrown upon their 
own feeble resources for the maintenance of their families. 
Their first resort would naturally be to their own reserved 


5 ; funds; and in examining the reports of the various savings 
He will teach our oppo- ': 


banks in the manufacturing districts, it has been found, in 
Manchester, Leeds, Birmingham, Sheffield, Stockport, Hud- 
dersfield, Blockburn, Bolton, and every other piace to which 
the board have directed their inquires, that although the labor- 
ing classes form but a small proportion of the depositors, the 
amount of money drawn from these institutions in 1837 .ex- 
ceeded, considerably, the sums lodged with them during that 
year. 

“The next and only resource of the working classes, when 
deprived of employment, is the parochial poor fund. But in 
directing inquiries into the amount of parish relief afforded in 


| 1837, as compared with previous years, the board found that the | 
i adoption of the new poor law act, abont that time, and the con- 


sequent organization of parishes into unions, prevented them 
from instituting such comparisons. In the geport of the poor 
law commiæioners, dated the 17th July, 1837, are, however, 
recorded some statements of facts, which exhibit ina strong 
light the nature of the evil. 

‘Fhe Commissioners begin by stating that they were deterred 


from making an earlier report, because of the sudden “cea 


which took place inthe manufacturing districts, by the cess 


tion of the usual employment, which made them desirous of}, : 
possessing such information as they might be able to collect as $ . 
verse circumstances to i 


to the working of the system underthe a 
which it became so suddenly exposed. 
“The report states, that in the greater part of the manfacturing 
counties of Stafford, Nottingham, and Leicester, a cessation in 
the demand for labor teok place in 1837, more sudden in its ap- 
proach, and more extensive in its operations, than has been 
known on any previous occasion, In many places, owing to 
the insufficiency of the workhouse accommodation, they were 


obliged to suspend the order prohibiting out-door rehefto the | 
In Nottingham, after providing for nearly 700 | 


able-bodied. 
persons by the workhouse, a subscription of £4,000 was enter- 
ed into by the principal inhabitants of the town, and the un- 
employed operatives were set to work in censtructing a road 
through some property belonging to the corporation. 

“The report contains similar accounts of the state of the 
working classes in Coventry, Foleshill, Nuneaton, Mansfield, 
and other places; there is aleo a report from Dr. Kay, upon the 
condition of the Spitalfields. weavers, in which he states that, 
out of 4,000 looms one-third are altogether disused, and that 
certain of the remaining loems are only partially employed. 
And Mr. Muggeridge, the migration agent, in a similar report 
from Manchester, dated July, 1557, saye that the entire trade of 
the district was all at once paralyzed, and distrust suspended 
for a season almost all commercial operations. 

“The board have inspected the various reports of the chari- 
table bodies of the time, for further facts illustrative of the 
effects of the panic upon the working classes. 

“In Birmingham large subscriptions were raised to relieve 
he distresses of the almost unprecedented numbers of unem- 
ployed work people. Sheffield was divided into districts, and up- 
wards of 15,000 persons were at one time supported by charity, 
The committee of the distress fund stated, in a public appeal, 


that in hundreds of families, children were crying for food to ` 
parents unable to give it; and in others, sickness, arising from : 
the want of the necessaries of life, threatens, without a speedy : 


relief, to bring the sufferings of the wretched individuals to.a 
close. The eighth annual report of the Liverpool Visiting So- 


ciety for the year 1839, states that during the four preceding ‘| 
years, the average number of cases relieved by the board was | 
892, ata cost in provisions of £557 4s. 2d; whereas during : 


the last year, the number was 9,902, at the cost of £1,338 Is. 
2d.; and by a table of the number of inmates of the Liverpool 
Asylum for the houseless poor, it has been found that 15,781 
were admitted in 1837, whilst the highest number admitted 


nual report te the first of October, 1837, begin with lamenting 


the commercial embarrassments, and consequent privations of . 


the poorer classes. 


“ Scotland was the first, as usual, to feel the effects ofa pecu- ; 


niary crisis. 


“A public meeting was held in Glasgow on the I%th of May, . ! 


1837, to raise a subscription for the relief of the distressed of 
the working classes. Upwards of eight thousand pounds was 
placed at the disposal of the committee. At one time about 
18,500 persons were fed from the soup kitchen, of whom up- 
wards of 3,800 weregrown persons. Large bodies of laborers 
were at the same time thrown out of employment, and render. 
ed destitute in Dundee and other large towne in Scotland, In 


| ai 


4 s . 4 
the poe iong, as, in the course of the re- 


nnn 
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Paisley, a public meeting was held on the llth of April, 1837 
to raise a subscription, and in June it was calculated that 20,000 
persons were unemployed; and at Strathaven and other towng 
and villages in the west of Scotland, destitution and disease pre. 
vailed to an alarming degree.” 

“Nor did Ireland escape her share of the common calamity, 
The committee of the Dublin Mendicity Association, in their 


| ‘teport for 1837, state, that ‘they have struggled through a year 


of most unparalleled difficulties, and that, within the recollec. 
tion of the oldest inhabitants, there has seldom, if ever, occur. 
red a period when out door employment was so much restrict. 
ed.’ And the 27th report of the Belfast House of Industry, 
dated the 16th March, 1837, dwells upon the urgent and nume- 
rous claims of the poor, ‘among whom the depression of trade, 
arising from a panic in the money market, has produced much 
distress.” 

“Similar consequences must always flow from a forced con- 
tractionof the currency. 

"Even at this moment, the same process on the part of the 
Bank of England is again going on, and producing a repetition 
of all those evils which have been enumerated. In Leeds, Not. 
tingham, Paisley, Glasgow, and other large manufacturing 
towns, multitudes of industrious work people are thrown 
out of employment, whose privations are again causing a la- 
mentabl: increase of pauperism, crime, and disease.” 


If such are the fruits oi this paper money, or 
bank note system, in England, we envy not her 
wealth, her glory, or her splendor. We boast not 
of such evidences of national greatness. But we 


| may well indulge ina just pride, that, while we 


do not possess her power, her wealth, her splendor, 
we are at least free from the wretchedness and mi- 
sery which pervade her dominions; and we. may 
content ourselves with the reflection that there is no 
monument of natienal greatness so permanent, so 
honorable, so glorious, as a well fed, well clothed, 
well lodged, well educated, and happy PEOPLE. And 
I conclude, therefore, by adopting the language of 
the bard: 

t What constitutes a State? 

Not high wrought battlement, or labored mound, 

Thick wall, or moated gate; 

Not citjes fair, with spires and turrets crown’d; 

Not baYs or broad-armed ports, 

Where, laughing at the storm, rich navies ride: 

Not star’d and spangled courts, 

Where Jow-bowed baeeness wafts perfume to pride. 

No. MEN—high minded MEN—M 

Who their dutes know, but know their rights, 

And, knowing, dare maintain: 

These conasitute a State.” 


Oy 
REMARKS OF MR. MCKAY, 
i OF NORTH CAROLINA. 
In the Blouse of Representatives, April 22, 1840—On 
the Jill making appropriations for the civil and 
‘omatic expenses of Government. 
. McKAY said that he would not detain 


feagks he was about subm:tting to it, he would not 
{o¥ow the example of gentlemen who had intro- 
duced into the debate various topics, which it ap- 
peared to him were wholly irrelevant. Some had 
thought this a fit occasion to discuss the preten- 
sions of the two opposing candidates for the Presi- 
dency. It was his opinion that this was neither 
the tıme or the place for such a discussion. For 
his part, though decidedly preferring the re-elec- 
tion of Mr. Van Buren, he was willing to leave 
to the people of the United States, with whom the 
Constitution had placed it, the election of that 
high officer, being prepared to acquiesee in any 
choice they may make. His main object in rising 
to address the committee, was to say something on 
a subject fairly connected with the bill under con- 


‘| sideration—he meant the public expenditures, It 


had been. charged here, and elsewhere, that they | 
were unnecessarily large and extravagant,” and ’ 
that the present Administration, and the one which 
immediately preceded it, were responsible for that 
extravagance. With regard to the present Presi- 
dent, Mr. McK. said that he did not think it neces- 
sary tosay a single word, further than to call the 
attention of the committee to that part of the an- 
nual message communicated to Congress at the 


, commencement of this session, in which he alludes 
in any one of the three preceding years, amounted only to || 


‘phe Leeds Church of England Visiting Society, in their an- | | 


to the subject of the public expenditures, and to 
rest his vindication entirely upon that. 


In the message of December 2, 1839, he says: 

“The whole revenue then accruing from the customs, and 
from the sales of public lands, ifnot more, will undoubtedly be 
wanted to defray the necessary expenses of the Government 
under the most prudent administration of ita affairs. These are 
circumstances that impose the necessity of rigid economy, 
and require its prompt and constant exercise. With the Le- 
gislature rest the power and duty of so adjusting the public ex- 
penditure asto promote this end. By the provisions of the 
Constitution, it is only inconeequence of appropriations made 
by law, that money can be drawn from the Treasury; no in. 
stance has occurred since the establishment of the Governmen; 
in which the Executive, though a component partof the legis, 
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pveat power, has interposed an objection to an appropriation 
bill on the sole groun: ofits extravagance. His duty in this re- 
spect has been considered fulfilled, by requesting such appio- 
priations only ag the public service may be reasonably expect- 
ed to require. Inthe present earnest direction ol the public 
mind to this subject, both the Executive and Legislature have 
evidence of the strict responsibility to which they will be held; 
and while I am conscious of my own anxious efforisto perform 
with fidelity this portion of my public functions, it is a satis- 
faction to me to beable to count on a cordial co-operation from 


ou. 

“atthe time I entered upon my present duties, our ordinary 
disbursements—without including those of the public debt, the 

ost office, and the trust funds in charge of the Government— 

ad been largely increased by appropriations tor the removal 
of the Indians, for repelling Indian hostilities. and for other 
less urgent expenses, i 
sury. Independent of the redemption of the 
trusts, the gross expenditures of seventeen an 
Nona, in 18% and 1835, had, by these causes, swelled to twenty- 
nine millions, in 1536; and the appropriations for 1537, made 
previously to the fourth of March, caused the expenditure to 
rise to the very laige amount of thirty-three millions. We 
were enabled, during the year 1838, 
nuance of our Indiam embarrassments, somewhat to reduce 
this amount; and that for the preseut year (1839) will not, in all 
probability, exceed twenty-six millions, or six millions less than 
i was last 
me, to continue this reduction, I have directed the estimates for 
1810 to be subjected to the severest scrutiny, and to be limited 
to the absolute requirements of the public service. They will 
be found less than the expenditures of 1839, by over five mil- 
lions of dollars.” 


From this brief, though plain, statement of facts, 
it appeared that, owing to causes which are re- 
ferred to, the gross expenditures in 1837, caused 
by appropriations made before the 4th of March of 
that year, had risen to the very large amount of 


eighteen mil- 


year. With a determination, so far as depends on | 


1 


which grew out of an overflowing Trea- : 
public debt and | 


$33,000,000; that, in 1838, they were somewhat | 


reduced; and, in 1839, they would not, probably, 
exceed $26,000,000; and, as there wasa disposi- 


tion professed on all sides to consult economy at | 


this time—as the state of the Treasury imperiously 
required it—and as the chairman ot the Committee 
of Ways and means (Mr. Jones} had informed us 


| 
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States has been doubled within the last fifty years 


—from thirteen to twenty-six; that three Territo- 
ries are now knocking at the door for admission 
into the Union; and that the population had gone 
on augmenting from 3,921,426 in thej year 1790, 


` to 7,230,903 in 1810; to 12,866,020 in 1830; and 
` the census that isnow in pregress will likely show 


: ture. 


e ; history, 
notwithstanding the conti- |: 


that there was no increase in the various items of | 


the bill beyond what wae asked for by the Depart- 
ments; on the contrary, that, in some instances, 
they were reduced—the probability was, that, at 
the close of this session, the appropriations would 
not exceed the estimates, which were about 
$21,000,000: and thus would be effected, in the 
space of three years, a reduetion of $12,000,000 
in the disbursements of the Government. Mr. 
McK. thonght that this fact, connected with 
others, mentioned in that part of the message which 
he had read, would afford to the people of the 
country an assurance that the President would 
heartily co-operate in the practice of the most rigid 
economy, and that “the expenditures would be 
limited to the absolute requirements of the public 
service.” y 


" Having said thus much in defence of the Presi- 


dent against the charge of extravagance, he would 
praceed to examine how far it could be sustained 
against his predecessor; and as, in doing this, it 
will be necessary to refer to facts and events com- 
mon to both Administrations, whatever may be said 
in favor of Gen Jackson will necessarily enure to the 
defence of the President. He trusted that all hono- 
rable men would see the propriety of this being 
done, because in the accusations against those high 


` you will find 


. was 12,083,205 38; pass 
` vening terms, 


the number to be between filteen and seventeen 
millions. 

It would be as reasonable to expect that the 
clothes made for the boy of five years old, would 
fit him when he became the active and vigorous 
youth of twenty, 


as that our yousg and growing | 
| country should be confined to the same wants, and ;; 


requiring a stated amount only of annual expendi- ` 


it would be found, on recurring to our past 


periods with t 
resources, to wh'ch he had already briefly alluded. 
In document No. 10 of the present session, is 2 
table showing, among other things, the aggregate 
amount of expenditures in periods of four years, 
exclusive of the public debt and trust funds, From 
that table he would quote the following: 
1789 to 1792 $3,797,493 20 
1793 to 1796 12,083,205 38 
1797 to 1800 21,338,351 19 
1801 to 1804 17,174,432 96 
1805 to 1808 23,927,245 50 
1809 to 1812 36,149,857 98 
1813 to 1816 108,537,106 88 
1817 to 1820 58,698,057 71 
1821 to 1824 45,665,421 92 
1825 to 1828 49,313,197 18 
1829 to 1832 56,249,878 08 
1833 to 1836 - 87,130,428 08 
Now, take the second term, from 1793 to 
1796, when the amount of the expenditure 
over the two inter- 
daring the first of which we had dif- 
ficulties with France; and during the second, the 
retrenchments of Mr. Jefferson were operating, 
and come to the fifth term, from 1805 to 1808, a 


. period of profound peace, and you will find that 


officers, the party which supported them ‘were ne- - S 
eessarily involved, and had to share, more or less, ` 


the opprobrium which. the accusation implied. 
The form in which the charge was usually made, 
was by instituting a comparison between the ag- 
gtegate annual expenditures of the last four years 
of Jaekson’s administration and those of the four 
years of Mr. Adams’s term; and as the former 
were larger than the latter, to assume the excess as 
proof of extravagance. It would readily occur to 


the most casual observer, that this mode of treating - 


the subject was exceedingly unfair to the Execu- 


tive; without, at the same time, making allowances | 


for a variety of circums'ances to which he would 
hereafter allade. Without at all relying on the 


opinion which bas been advanced here, on the con- | 


trary: rather disclaiming it, that even in regard to 


old and: well established Governments, ‘their ex- ; 


penses ‘would pace with the growth in popu- 


lation atd'wealth, it seemed to him that the case of 


the amount had nearly doubled—that is, they were 
$23,927,245 50. Again: pass by the three next 
periods, when the expenditures were affected by 
the war with Great Britain, and the causes which 


that the expenditures have increased at all . 
hat wonderful development of our , 


either preceded or followed it, and come to 1821 ~ 


to 1824, and you have the same resuit, that is, 
nearly doubled; and by pursuing the comparisons, 
that the increase from 1824 to 1836 
is not greater than it had been before. Bat. why 
should the periods that he had 3 ssed by not be 
also brought into the comparison? Had not. the 


late Administration had its difficaliies, domestic ; 


and foreign? Had there not been what is famili- 
arly called the Black Hawk war in .1832; the hos- 
tilities of the Creeks and Seminoles, commencing 
ià 1835 and 1836; the disturbances among the Chero- 
kees, and.also among the tribes on the Western fron- 
tier in 1836, all calling for large and new appro- 
priations of money, either for their suppression or 
prevention? Had not that Administration a con- 
troversy with Mexico, and also with France, 
which for some time seriously threatened the peace 


' of the country, and made it necessary, by timely 
" and efficient preparation, to provide for any emer- 


the Federal. Government was a peculiar one; that < 


it extends over & territory, the area of which is 
constantly increasing, and a large portion of which 
is comparatively new, and on: which every thing 


32° 


has to be created; that the number of soveteign 


mark is applicable to the present 
:| as the Seminole 


gency that might grow out of them? The same re 
Administration, 
war was left toit, and has been 
prosecuted at -great expense, 
which he would not now inquire; 
known that additional appropriations have been 
rendered necessary by the adoption of precaution- 
ary ‘measures, to preserve the peace of the country, 
menaced at one time by the disturbances on the 
Northern frontier, and the embanassments grow- 
ing out of the Northeastern boundary-question. 

-~ And, with 
was perhaps natural and unavoidable, he would re- 
fer to a few States, whose Governments were older 
than that of the Union, and whose public esta- 
blishments might therefore be well supposed to-have 
attained greater maturity. The following state- 


ment will exhibit the payments oat of the respective. 


treasuries in the States of New York, Pennsylvania, 


and North Caroljna, on account of the ordinary ex- 


fram causes into ` 
and it-is well | 


a view of showing that some increase’ 


: relative means, and 
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New York. Pennsylvania. N. Carolina. 
1832 $417,072 57 $228,803 75 119,598. 68 
1833 405991 65 212,940 95 138,869 46 
1834 493,588 03 227,187 46 191,634 12 
1835 483,772 74 235,128 03 171,686 67 
1836 539,938 46 259,159 38 589,086 62 
1837 749,895 42 273,687 97 218,827 52 
1838 900.486 63 285,656 47 171,855 71 
1839 889,380 56 403,147 OL # 
The committee will recollect that this statement 


: does not include disbursements on account of the 
|; public works in any of these States, the manage- 


ment of which must necessarily involve considera- 
ble annual expenditures, and to execute which 
New York has now a debt of more than 
$15,000,000, and Pennsylvania a debt of more 
than $30,000,000. 

The committee will also observe that the in- 
crease in the expenses of these States took place at 
the same time that the increase in the expendi- 
tures of the General Government occurred, viz: in 
1836, ’37, and °38. He might, if it were necessa- 
ry, go through with an examination of all the 
States, when the same results would appear; but 
he presumed that the instances mentioned would 
be sufficient. It would be as well to add here, as 
in connection with what he had just said, that 
eighteen States, including New York and Penn- 
sylvania, had, according to the last accounts that 
he had seen, an aggregate debt of $174,382,808, 
contracted principally within the last few years, 
and in execution of their several plans of public 
policy. ae 

And with a knowledge of all this, M. McKay 
said that he would appeal to the committee and 
ask them whether the mere increase in the amount 
of expenditures was any proof at all of extraya- 
gance, supposing that the money had been laid out 
on proper objects, to which point he would hereaf- 
ter speak. Witha view of showing thatit was 
not, Mr. McKay referred to the Post Office De- - 
partment, which supported itself with the exception - 
of what was required for the payment of the sala- 
ries of the Postmaster General and his Assistants, - 
and the ‘Auditor, and the clerks employed under. 
them. Here, according to the logie of the Opposi- 
tion, was a clear case of extravagance, inasmuch 
as the expenditures of the Department have -not - 
only doubled, but have been nearly trebled within 
the periods selected for the comparison. But let , 
us see how the matter stands. The following state- 
ment, prepared from the documents, will show the 
some of the details in the ad- 


` ministration of that Department, at the beginning 
i andend of aterm of four years; the means being - 


the gross revenue of the Department and absorbed 
in its expenditures, in the form either of compensa- ” 
tion to postmasters, cost of transportation, or inci- 
cidental and miscellaneous purposes connected-with 
the mail service. - : i 
Years vrt of transportation: No. of officers. 


1816 “#961, $521,970 3,260 
1820 ` 1,111,927 _ 182,425 4,500 
1824 1,197,758 | 168,939 5,182 
1828 1,664,759 `. 4,096,312 ‘7,651 
1832 2,466,108 ~— 4,776,801 9,469 
1836 3,398,455 1,838,651 i 


And the revenue has continfied to increase, with , 
oceasional checks, produced by the general dë- - 
rangement in the business of the country that | 
has prevailed for the last two or three years; so 
that in the year 1839, the amount of it was 
$4,476,638: the cost of transper tation was §3,285,- | 
622, and the number of the post offices was 12,780, 
and is now 13,376. . The aggregate amount of re- 
venue received by the Department, from 1789 to 
1828, inclusive, was $25,560,335. The amount 
received from 1829 to 1836, inclusive, was 
$20,094,025; and adding to the latter sum the re- 
ceipts of the years 1837, 1838, and 1899, you 
have a grand aggregate of $32,969,064, within the 
last eleven years, being „much laygef than the 


The statement respecting the expenditures for North Cayo- 
lina was receiv: after the delivery ef the wpeect!. It is proper 
to remark, that the expenditures ‘fos several years ‘been 
increased by the rebuilding of the capito but it is ag proper to 
include the appropriations for that purpoe’ in the aggregate 
of the State, as it is to include appropriations for similar ob- 
jects, such as Treasury and other . buildings by the General 
Government, initmaggrega@ o.o 2 ye o TS 


kj 
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amount received within the first forty years of the 
Government. Here is a very large increase, and 
yet the rates of postage have remained the same 
as they were fixed some time after the close of the 
war. Nonew charges had been imposed on the 
correspondence and business of the country, to 
swell the revenues of the Department—and would 
any gentleman have the hardihood to rise in his 

, and say that because this larger amount had 

disbursed, that that circumstance alone was 
proof of extravagance; on the contrary, had not 
the accommodations to the public been increased 
with the rise in the expenditures? The official re- 
ports would show that the number of post roads in 
all parts of the Union—the extent of mail service 
throughout the country, and the number of post 
offices, had all increased at the same rate with the 
Fevenues; and yet, for all this, as he said before, 
the rates of postage were not altered. 

He was not aware that any gentleman in the 
Opposition had urged the increase in the expendi- 
tures of the Depariment, as an evidence of extra- 
vagance against it; yet, according to the principle 
they had laid down, there could be no other con- 
clasion. And it is proper to notice here, a circum- 
stance, which had been the cause of much misre- 
presentation on this subject. It was this: Prior to 
1836, the revenues of the Department were dis- 
pursed exclusively under the control of the Post- 
master General, without any appropriation by 
Congress, as they were not paid into the Treasury. 
Ja that year an act was passed, reorganizing the 
Post Office Department, and among other provi- 
sions, requiring the payment of all moneys re- 
ceived by it, into the Treasury, and an appropria- 
tion of it by law. Hence it is that the aggregate 
of appropriations by Congress, within the last few 
years, has been inereased to the amount of what 
‘was needed for the service of the Department; and 
thas afforded to the Opposition, one of the pre- 
tences, upon which to make the charge of extrava- 
gance against the Administration. 

Mr. McKay, by way of further illustration, re- 
ferred to the farmers of the country. Suppose the 
case of one who has emigrated from the East to 
the West. He buys a tract of land upon one of 
those rich and beautifal prairies, which abound 
there, and for which he goes in debt to the amount 


wk 


„and commences its improvement. The first 
work which he does, is to build himself a house, 
(or, if you please, a log cabin, to which the gen- 
tlemen, living in their splendid mansions, have of 
Jate taken such a liking,) and clear a field around 
it. By industry and economy, he would, in a few 
years, pay off the whole of the debt, and, in the 
mean time, supply all the moderate and rea- 
sonable wants of his family, with about §250 

annum of his income. After the payment 
of the debt, however, his family having become 
more numerous, his fields having been enlarged, 


his stock of every kind increased, and his crops ' 
more productive, he chooses to improve his | 


buildings, to convert the log cabin into a more 
stately edifice of brick or of wood, to add to his 
landed estate, to send his sons and daughters 
te school, and to incur other expenses amount- 
ing in all to $800 or $900 per annum; and all this 
wa done without going beyond his income. In 
such a case, what gentleman would get up and ar- 


gue that this increase of expenditure was proof of | | 
P ‘| That the present tariff taxes seme of the comforts of life | 
unnecessarily high; it undertakes to protect interests too local } 


extravagance? Why, no one in his senses would 
attempt it; and yet the charge against the Ad 
ministration had been made on no better ground. 
If the Government, while making these expendi- 
tures, had contracted a large public debt, then 
there might have been some cause of blame; 
but such was not the case daring the whole of 
the administration of Jackson. It was true that 
the present Administration had found it neces- 
sary to apply to and obtain of Congress a tempo- 
rary authority to issue Treasury notes, in conse- 
quence of indalgence given to certain banks and 
merchants in the payment of moneys dae by them 
to the Government, and with this qualification—in 
no year had the expenditures exceeded the re- 
ceipts. And this brings us to a more interest- 
ing view of the subject. 
The Government, for many years past, has had 


| 
| 
| 


$2,000. He settles down upon it with his fami- | 
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| two principal sources of revenue only; that is, 
| the customs and the sales ot the public lands. 
lt was true that’ there were some other items 
of a miscellaneous character—such as postages, 
balances on account of the old direct taxes, und 
internal revenue and dividends on the stuck of 
the Bank of the United States during the con- 
| tinuance of its charter, but they were smail in 
|! amount, and some ef them had actually ceased, 
i| and would not therefore affect the general rule. 
|: Here, then, as he said before, we have had no 
; other revenue than that arising from customs— 
i that is, duties on foreign merchandise imported 
into the country, and the sales of the pablic 
lands. By the Constitution ef the United States, 
the power to levy and collect taxes, duties, im- 
| ports, and excises, and to pay the debts and to 
; provide for the common detence and general wel- 
; fare, is given to Coagress only. In the exercise 
| of this power, no more money should be taken 
; fromthe people than the public wants require; 
and it is equally the duty of the Representa- 
tives to see that, when this money is collected, 
it should be applied to constitutional and use- 
fal purposes. All that the President can do, is 
, in the performance of a daty enjoined upon him 
| by the Constitution, “to give to Congress informa- 
i tion of the state of the Union, and to recom- 
' mend to their consideration such measures as he 
` snall judge necessary and expedient.” He 
can do nothing more than this. He has no 
authority to originate a bill either to lay new 
taxes or to repeal old ones—as he has already 
shown that power lies with Congress, and with 
Congress alone must rest the responsibility. Now, 
in relation to this point, what had been the course 
of the Executive? The first term of General Jack- 
. son, as President, commenced on the 4th of March, 
, 1829. The last act imposing duties on imports 
|: bad been passed on the 19th of May, 1828. In 
_ his first message to Congress, in December, 1829, 
., he thus invited its attention to the subject: 
! “Looking forward to the period not far distant, whena sink- 
i] ing fund will be no longer required, the duties on those articles 
' of importation which cannot come into competition 
with our own productions, are the first that should en- 
gase the attention of Congress in the modification of the 
the tariff. Of these, tea and coffee are the most prominent, 
They enter largely into the consumption of the country, and 
have become articles of necessity to all classes. A reduction, 
li therefore, of the existing duties, willbe felt as a common bene- 
fit, but like all other legislation connected with commerce, to 
i he eMcacious and not injurious, it should be gradual and cer- 
| Such was the recommendation of the President, 
' and onthe 20th of May, 1830, an act was passed 


to reduce the duties on eoffee, tea, and cocoa. | 


By the provisions of that act, not only were mate- 
rial reductions make in regard to teas and cocoa, 


bat from and after the 31st of December, 1830, | 


` the duty on coffee was to be reduced from five to 
l; two cents per pound; and after the 31st December, 
i) 1831, to one cent per pound. By two other acts, 
: approved 29th May, 1830, the duty on molasses 
was reduced from ten to five cents per gallon, and 
the duty on salt from 20 to 15 cents; after the 


_ 1831, and after that time, to ten cents per bushel, 
: and no more. In his second message, December, 


1830, after expressing his opinion on varions jj 


' points connected with the revenues and manufac- 


$ tures of the country, and particularly the princi- ! 
k ples upon which protection should be given to the | 
' 


latter, he says : 


and minute to justify a genera! exaction; and it algo attempts to 
force some kinds of manufactures for which the country is not 
ripe;” and that “while an abandonment of the policy is neither to 
be expec 


obviate injustice.” 
In his third message, Dec. 1831, he says: 

“The confidence with which the extinguishment of the pub- 
lic debt may be anticipated, presents an opportunity for carry- 
| ing into effect more fully the policy in relation to impost duties, 
: which has been recommended in my former messages. A 
. Modification of the tariff, which shall produce a reduction of 
: ourrevenue to the wants of our Government, and an adjust- 
: Ment efthe duties on imports with a view to do equal justice 
i inrelation to all our national interests, and to the counterac- 
į tion of foreign policy, so farasit may be injurious to those in- 

terests, is deemed to be one of the principal objects which de- 
mand the consideration of the present Congress. Jugtice to the 
interests of the merchant, as well as the manufacturer, re- 
; quires that materia] reductions in the import duties be prospec- 
| tive: and unless the present Congress shall dispose of the sub- 


ject, the proposed reductions cannot properly be made to take 


effect at the period when the necessity for the revenues arising 
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from present rates shall cease. It is therefore desirable that ar. 
rangements bs adopted at your present session to relieve the 
people from unnecessary taxation aftet the extinguishment ef 
the public debt. In the exercise of that spirit of concession 
and conciliation which has distinguished the friends of our 
Union in all great emergencies, it is believed that this object 
may be effected without injury to any national interest.” 

And on the 14ih o! July, 1832, au act was passed 
to alter and amend the several acts imposing du- 
ties on imports, by which it was supposed that a 
reduction of several millions in the receipts of the 
Government would have been effected. Mr, 
Adams, who was chairman of the committee by 
whom the bill was reported, estimated that the re- 
duction would be from five to eight or ten millions 
of dollars annually. But as a portion of the peo- 
ple were dissatisfied with that act on various 
grounds, and, among others, that it did not reduce 
enough, the President again, in his message at the 
opening of the next session, invoked the attention 
of Congress to the subject. In his message of De- 
cember 4, 1832, he says: 

“I cannot too cordially congratulate Congress and my fellow- 
citizens on the near approach of that memorable and happy 
event, the extinction of the public debt of this great and free 
nation. Faithful to the wise and patriotic policy marked out 
by the legislation ofthe country for this object, the present 
Administration has devoted te it all the means which a flou- 
rishing commerce has supplied, and a prudent economy pre- 
served forthe public Treasury. Within the four years for 
which the people have confided the Executive powerto my 
charge, fifty-eight millions of dollars will have been applied to 
the payment ofthe public debt. That this has been accom- 


plished without stinting the expenditure for all other preper 
abjecta, will be seen by referring to the liberal provision made 
during the same period for the support and Increase of our 
means of maritime and military defence, for internal improve- 
ments of a national character, for the removal and preserva- 
tion of the Indians, and, lastly, for the gallant veterans of the 
Revolution. 

“The final removal of this great burden from our resources, 
affords the means of further provision for all the objects of 
general welfare and,public defence, which the Constitution au- 
thorizes, and presents the occasion for such further reduction 
in the revenue as may not be required for them. From the re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury, tt will be seen that, after 
the present year, such a reduction may be made to a sonsidera- 


31st December, 1830, until the 31st December, | 


ted and desired, the people have a right to demand, and ; 
have demanded, that it be so modified as to correct abuses and | 


ble extent, and the subject is earnestly recommended to the con- 
sideration of Congress, in the hope that the combined wisdom 
of the Representatives of the people wiil devise such means of 
effecting that salutary object, as may remove thoee burden 
which shall be found to fall unequally upon any, and as may 
promote ail the great interests of the sommuntty. 

“Long and patient reflection has strengthened the opinion 1 
have heretofore expressed to Congress on this subject; and I 
deem it my duty, on the present occasion, again to urge them 
upon the attention of the Legislature. The soundest maxim of 

ublic policy, and the principles upon which our Republican 
institutions are founded, recommend a proper adaptation of the 
revenue to the expenditure; and they also require that the ex- 
penditure shall be limited to what, by an economical adminis. 
tration, shall be consistent with the simplicity of the Govern- 
| ment, and necessary to an efficient public service. Tu effect- 
; | ing this adjustment, 1t is due, in justice, to the interest of the 
i| different States, and even to the preservation of the Union 
1 itself, that the protection afforded by existing laws to any 
|| branches of the national industry, should not exceed what may 
'| be necessary to counteract the regulations of foreign nations, 
and to secure a supply of those articles of manufacture essen- 

| tial to the national independence and safety in time of war. If, 
|; upon investigation, it shall be ony 


as it is believed it will be, 
that the legislative protection granie 


dto any particular interest 
i{ is greater than is indispensably requisite for these objects, Ire- 
i} commend that it be gradually diminished, and that, as far ag 
may be consistent with these objects, the whole scheme of duties 
be reduced to the revenne standard, as soon as a just regard to 
i} the faith of the Government, and to the preservation of the large 
j! capita} invested in establishments of domestic industry, will 

i] permit.’ 

| Andon the second March, 1833, another act 
was passed, commonly called the compromise act,’ 
amendatory of that of the 14th of Jaly, 1832. Now 
| let us see what has been the effect of these several 

‘| changes, bearing constantly in mind that the objeet 

1| of them all was either to reduce existing duties, or . 
'| to repeal them altogether. By the following table, 

'| prepared bys the direction of the Secretary of the 

i| Treasury, it will be seen that there has been a large 

i| redaction in the amount of taxation imposed upon 

|| the people in the form of duties, effected by the se- 

|| veral acts of Congress to which he had referred: 
i 
j 


> ei bs 
se 5° BS oa © aso 
we}, me mB. Seed ess 
eel os, EEL 3 FEE dgs 
we Ea ES DA eS 
$2 88 ae Bea Fz 
R: 5 ost Has eS 
1829/927,662,461 65 z x 822,681,965 91 
| 1830| 25,282,964. 95 = $185,476 69! 21,922,391 38 
1831| 36,659,383 41 - 3,728,725 31| 24,224,441 77 
1832) 29,310,894 78 - 7,304,566 28) 28,465,237 24 
1833| 24,152,674 66! -i 19,789,590 03| 29,032,508 91 
1834| 18,960,705 96 $43,425 811 28; 24,465,105 27} 16,214,957 15 
1835| 25,890,726 66; 52,943,768 19: 27,053,041 53| 19,391,310 59 
1836! 30,818,327 67! 45,421,515 99! 34,603,188 32) 23,409,940 
1837| 18,134,131 01| 49,125,984 48; 30,991,853 47| 11,169,290 39 
1838! 19,702,825 45] 42,120,657 84: 22,417,832 39! 16,158,800 36 


Sete a T eee See. eae a een 
*Estimated on the imports during the years ending on the dé@th 
of September. 
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Now let us notice some of the results presented 
by this table. The whole amoyat of revenue re- 
ceived by the General Government from customs, 
from 1789 to 1838 inclusive, was $710,285,875 22, |: 
ot which was received, from || 

| 


| 


at 


1825 to 1828, Adams’s term, $36,457,852 15 | 
1829 to 1832, Jackson’s first term, 97,294,606 31 | 
1832 to 1836, Jackson’s second term, 88,048,717 18 | 


In the years 1837 and °38, the first 
two years of Van Buren’s term, 27,328,090 75 
It farther appeared, from what he had read, 
that there was reduced, from 1830 to 1838, 
$170,539,329 29, of which $11,218,708 18 was 
reduced trom 1830 to 1832, and $05,910,925 15 
from 1833 to 1836; and notwithstanding this very 
large reduction, the receipts during the latter pe- |; 
riod were a million anda half larger than they 
were from 1825 to 1828. It further appears from 
this table, that under the operation of the various 
acts of Congress to which he had referred, regulat- 
ing the tariff of duties, that the reductions 
continued to increase, as they amounted to 
$53,409,685 86 in the years 1837 and 1838, the 
first two of Mr. Van Buren’s administration; and 
` that there has been a considerable falling off in the 
receipts, as in these two years they amounted to 
$27,328,090 75 only; and that a large proportion 
of this reduction has fallen on articles which are 
the necessaries of life, and which we either drink |. 
or wear. By another table, also prepared under 
the direction of the Secretary, and more in detail, 
it appeared that, in the years 1834 to 1838 inclu- 
sive, the following amounts were reduced on the 
articles enumerated: 


Aggregaie Aggregate Aggregate 
amount esti- amount un- amountofre- 
matedunder der the tariff duced duties 
the tariff of of 1832, &c. under vari- 
1828, from forthe same ous acts for 
1834 to 1838, years. same years, 
inclusive. 

Woollens, $21,891,668 69 $15,173,592 78 $6,721,075 89 
Worsted stuffa, 7,413,293 79 152,658 26 A 52 | 
Silks, 16,765,528 91 1,729,928 10 15,635,600 61 | 
Linen, 7,950,469 44 332,139 85 7,618,329 59 | 
Teas m China, 25,890,470 09 25,850,471 09 `: 
Brown Sugar, 19,904,540 92 14,716,464 54 5,089,076 68 ; 
Coffee, - 22,671,185 65 22,671,188 65 
Bar iron rolled, 7,049,855 63 4,957,767 17 2,092,061 46 :' 
Bar iron manu- ; 
factured, or i 
otherwise, 3,335,287 20 2,513,701 22 821,585 98 | 


t, 5999791 80 2,585,098 73 3,404,693 67 | 

Now on these ten articles alone, either used in i 
our families or on our plantations and farms, there | 
has been an aggregate reduction, in the five years, | 
of $96,604,721 14. 

These are astonishing results, and yet they were 
produced by following the only safe rale which 
you can adopt in the investigation of this subject, 
and that is, te estimate the duties under the act of 
1828, had it not been repealed or modified on the 
amount of the actual imports into the country. It 
is due, however, to candor, to state that, in his opi- 
nion, the importations would not have been as 
heavy as they have been, had the act of 1828 con- 


tinued in force, as the high duties imposed by it |' 
some articles would have checked their con- |' 


upon 

manipilons and the yet higher daties upon others 
would, perhaps, have prohibited their importation į; 
altogether. Onerous and oppressive as some of the | 
duties were under that act, they could not have ;| 
kept down the energies of our people, and there | 
would have been, under their operation, a gradual 
increase in the importations and the receipts from || 
them. This is proved by our past history. With- 
out going further back, let us see what was the ef- 
fect of the act of 1828 upon the revenue, even 
while in full force. In 1827, the payments into 
the Treasury from customs were $19,712,283 29, 
somewhat less than they had been in the previous 
year, probably in some measure owing to the dis- 
cussions concerning the tariff, and the doubts.en- 
tertained by the commercial classes as to what 
action Congress would take upon it. In the next 
year, among other causes, there being a general 
expectation that the tarif would be modified, the 
importatiens were heavier than they had been, to 
avoid the higher duties which it was believed 
would be laid; and hence the payments rose to 
$23,205,523 64. In 1829 and 30, there was an 
inconsiderable falling off from the effects of the for- 
mer stimulus, and the receipts of the latter year 
being slightly affected by the modification which 


: longer be need 


the act of 1828 had undergone concerning coffee, 
cocoa, and molasses. In 1831 they recovered; and 
notwithstanding the large reductions made iu that 
year and in 1832, they continued to improve, 
until, in 1833, they had swollen to $29,032,318 91. 
It would be easy to show that the same results had 
either preceded or followed the passage of the act 
of 1824, but it is deemed unnecessary. It will be 
vain for gentlemen to deny, that had not these re- 
ductions been made, the receipts would have been 
greater; and the expenditures, therefore, must ne- 


cessarily have been many millions, annually, larger - 
- than they have actually been. 
_ For what purpose were the duties on a number | 
- of articles increased by the act of 1828? The ob- 


ject avowed, to be sure, was a double one—to raise 
revenue, and to protect the domestic industry of 
the country. Whatever it may have been, the ef- 
fect, so far as it respects the extent of the burdens 
which it imposed upon the people, was precisely 
the same, with the aggravation, that if the addi- 
tional duties were levied exclusively for the benefit 
of manufactures, the difference would have enured 
fo that interest, and not to the common Treasury 
of the country. Ina speech delivered in the Se- 
nate by Mr. Clay, February 25h, 1837, with 
boldness which characterizes him, he says “hat 
the great question so long agitated between diffe- 
rent portions of the Union, has not been whether, 
in laying a hill for revenue, the Government may 
not levy a duty which gives incidental protection to 
the industry of our own citizens—for this none will 
deny—but whether such protection is in itself a proper 
and legitimate object for which taxes may be laid. 
The friends of the protective policy have always 
maintained the latter proposition.” In taking off the 
duties, whether laid for the purpose of putting 
money into the Treasury or in the pockets of the 
manufacturers, the people must have been re- 
lieved. He would not pause to inquire whe- 


' ther the duties were paid by the producers of our 


exports, or the producers of the imports received 
in exchange for them, or the consumers of the 


. latter. These, and various other questions of politi- 


cal economy connected with the tariff, he would 
pass by. It is sufficient for his purpose that they 
were taxes in some form, and paid by somebody. 
Mr. Apams, in his report from the Committee on 


Manufactures, on the 25th May, 1532, says: 

“The payment of a large national debt is a novelty in the 
history of nations; a remission of a large amountof taxes for 
that cause, is equally unprecented.” 

_ Again: 

‘The Committee on Manufactures are aware that the remis- 
sion of taxes must, in its nature, bea measure always accepta- 
ble to the people; nor are they, as servants of the people, in- 
zensible of the gratification with which every member of 
the present Congress may share in such a measure at this 
time. They feel the delight with which every one permitted to 
enjoy the luxuries of assenting to such a remission in the be- 
nevolence of his disposition, and they underetand the power of 
an eloquent and animated appeal to the legislative authority to 
ieave all moneys not absoiutely indispensable for the public 
expenditure in ihe pockets of the people. The committee per- 
ceive also, upon so singular an occurrence as that which ad- 
mits of the remission of taxes to aconsiderable amount, such 
as in the present case, the question arises to what extent the re- 
duction shall be sanctioned; the desire of increasing that amount 
may be more intense in the mind of one member than in that 
of another. When all are to share in the credit of the remis- 
gion, the distinctive merit to the aspirant for popular favor will 
belong to him who urges for a remission to the largest extent. 
The committee are of opinion that there may be danger of be- 
ing led astray by this conception, as ten millions of money an- 
nually heretofore appropriated for the public debt will no 
ed. The most natural conclusion to be drawn 
from this, would seem to be that ten millions isthe amount 
which may and ought to receive remission. If the remission 
of a larger sum can be urged as expedient, it must arise not 
from that, but from another cause.” i 

Mr. McK. said, to show that he was not sin- 
gular in the view that he had taken of the reduc- 
tion made by these various acts to which he had 
referred, he would quote the opinion of a distin- 
guished Senator, expressed in his place in the Se- 
nate on the 2lst of December, 1836. In that 
speech, Mr. Cannoun, speaking of the compro- 
mise act, said: 

“We of the South had derived incalculable advantage from 
that act, and, as one belonging to that section, he claimed all 
these advantages to the very last letter. ‘That act had reduced 
the income of the Government greatly. Few, he believed, 
were aware of the extent te which it operated. It was a fact, 
which the documents would show, that the act of 1828 arrested 
at the custom-houee one half in value of the amount of im- 
ports. The imports at that time, deducting reshipments, were 
about $65,000,000 in value, out of which the Government col- 
lected about $32,000,000 in the gross. The impoits of the last 
year, deducting reshipments, amounted to $120,000,000, which, if 
the tariff of 1828 had not been reduced, would have given an in- 


| 


come of $60,000,000 instead of upwards of $21,000,000. He 
claimed not the whole difference for the compremise, but up: 
wards of $20.600,000 may be fairly carried to its credit. Under 
this great reduction, we of the South began to revive—our busi- 
ness began to thrive andlook up. But the compromise act had 
not yet discharged its functions. Its operation would continue 
until the revenue should be brought down till no duty should 
exes ed 20 per centum ad valorem, and the revenue be reduced 
to the rctual wants of the Government.” 


Yes, sit, the Senator was right. Not only the 
Sou'h, but the North, East, and West, began to 
revive. The business, not of one section, but of 
the whole Unio, began to thrive and look up. 
The people had bee released froma great load of 
taxation, by the joint action of the compromise 
act, and those of the 14.) of July, 1832, and of 
May, 1830, and thenceforward a new im- 


' pulse was given to their busines and enterprise. 


In proof of this, let us again turn to tne tables. ‘Phe 
following statement will exhibit the value of the 
imports, deducting reshipments, and also ot the do- 


mesic exports: 
Value of Merchandise. 


IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 

Years. Freé o< duty. Paymentofduty. Total. 
1825 | $1,061,672 862,657,762 ` $68,749,432 $66,944,745 
1826 7,432,661 53,002,204 60,434,865 53,085,710 
1827 4,009,954 52,010,978 56,080,932 58,921,691 
1823 3,951, 62,960,309 36,914,807 50,669,669 
1829 6,574,424 51,249,025 57,824,049 59,700,193 
1830 10,425,928 46,060,510 56,489,441 58,462,029 
1831 5,856,582 77,300,016 83,157, 61,277,057 
1832 8,658,837 68,330,956 76,989,790 63,137,470 
1833 25,037,184 258,392 88,295,576 70,317,698 
1834 55,957,899 47,248,632 100,208,521 81,084,162 
1835 65,179,650 64,211,594 129,391,249 101,189,082 
1836 79,542,988 690, 168,233,695 106,916,680 
1837 56,801,112 62,333,143 119,134,255 95,564,414 
18388 52,870,594 48,391,015 11,261,609 96,083,821 

He begged gentlemen to observe in the years 1833 


striking fact which he would ask gentlemen to 


notice, as illustrating the difference in the business 
of the country in the two periods which he had 
been considering. It will be found in the following 
statement of the imports and exports of gold and 
silver coin and bullion in a term of four years: 


; Imports. Exports. 
1821 to 1824 = $24,411,627 $34,675,778 
1825 to 1828 28,672,605 29,433,126 
1829 to 1832 28,773,025 21,774,064 
-1833 to 1836 51,514,328 15,400,570 
1837 & 1838 28,263,530 9,484,395 


The statement shows that the exports of coin and 
bullion were $10,524,672 more than the impofts in 
the eight years, from 1821 to 1828, inclusive, thus 
diminishing the specie circulation in the country to 
that amount; and, further, that the imports were 
$43,112,719 more than the exports in eight years, 
from 1829 to 1836, inclusive, and that in the years 
1837 and 1838, the imports were $18,779,135 more 
than the exports, thus making an aggregate in these 
ten years of $61,891,804, being an actual increase 
to that amount cf the specie in the country—to 
which may be added the product of the gold mines 
in the South during the same period. It is well 
known that the late Executive earnestly desiréd to 
increase the specie in the United States; and, among 
other acts of his administration, to further that ob- 
ject, he caused to be brought hdme, in gold and 
silver coin, a large portion of the indemnities 
that had been reclaimed from foreign Governments. 

It was not material to his purpose to express an 
opinion of the act of 1828, nor to inquire by what 
party it was supported; neither would he stop to 
discuss the merits of the compromise act, and that 
of the 14th of July, 1832, or the claims of individu- ` 
als and parties to the credit of the passage of those 
measures. His purpose had been simply to trace 
the legislation of Congress, by which important 
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had been made in the provisions of the 
.-act-of 1898, and to point out the consequences 
thar Yetalted from them; and, further, to show 


what hat been the conduct ôf the Executive ` 


“iJn relation ‘thereto. But after all that had 
-been done, the receipts into the Treasury from 


*pabhe „lauds, were much larger than had been 
anticipated by any one. Who then is respon-. 
Ssgibte rbis “saperabundance in the Treasury? 
odor our country.has presented the extraordinary 
tsapa T sata the last few years, of the people 


to 


» pockets by the Government, but the amount of ex- 
apenditares after the money had been collected from 
them, with their consent. He had already referred 
740 the several messages of the President to show 
dhe character of his recommendations on th:s sub- 
„ect... As some captious persons might insist that 
at messages merely dealt in generalities, and 

were -all yery good in themselves, yet nothing 


“could be inferred as to what the Executive really ` 


desired or intended, he would endeavor to be more 
npsoifie. The Secretary of the Treasury [Mr. 
ak na in big-annual report to Congress, in De- 
SHer, 1631, after stating that “independently of 
ithe charge of: the public debt, the revenue for the 
@xpeaditures:of the Government, as at present au- 
SYhosized, need not, it is estimated, exceed annually 
qahesun of +$15,000,000;" and farther specifying 
akati new objetts for which appropriations at the 
proper time ought to be provided for, says:—‘‘For 
tae: fo ing purposes, together with the existing 
cheatitoré;aAnd a moderate allowance for such 

shjects of getieral improvement as shall be of ac- 
Aggewledged: national character, within the limits, 
es:admitted by:.the Executive, of the powers of 
-Gongtess over the subject, an annual revenue of 
Afveen, taillions of: dollars will be fally adequate.” 
On:the 87th of: April, 1882, he makes a report to 
“the House, in which he submits a bill, the basis of 
Which was a totg] repeal of the act of the 19th of 
May;1928, from and after the 3d:of March, 1833, 
wad'a:limitation of. the-revenue afterwards to be 
xajaed by.a new system of duties, ‘to the existing 
‘expenditures of the Government, and to such other 
Mecessary expenditures as the exigency of the pub- 
dic :segviee. may require, and in its wis- 
dom anay authorize.” . And for these objects, he 
again estimates; an annual revenue of fifteen 
millions of dollars as necessary, of; which he says 
that three millions. will.be received from. the public 
Jands.. The bill thus proposed by the Secretary, 


was referred.to the Committee on Manufactures, | 


of which.the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
jApams] was the chairman, as he isnow. On the 
25th of May following he made an able and elo- 


quent report,-from which he would quote one or ; 


two passages only to show the influence under 
which that committee had acted: on page 24: “The 
draft of the bill presented by the Setretary of the 
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Appropriation Bill—Mr. McKay. 

this opinion, however, they will not now further 
enlarge. The projet in the draft of the bill is con- 
sidered by other members of the committee as ex- 
cepticnable for opposite reasons—that the reduc- 
tion, in their opinion, is not extensive enough. 


ii ! Under this variety of views, the committee have 
Soegstoms were-layge, and, including those from the . 
: the Secretary of the Treasury, and now report for 


X ing, not about the amount of receipts—=not | 
„aboa: the amount of money taken from their |; 


{| 


Treasury.was prepared in a spirit of compromise `: 


between the two great and seemingly conflicting : 


interests, chiefly to.be effected by the reduction’ of 
the revenue. In this purpose it was to be expect- 


made several modifications in the bill propesed by 


the consideration of the House a bill, not such as 


, would in its details be satisfactory to every mem- 


ber of the committee, but is that upon which they 
have been able to unite a majority of their own 
views.” They then state the various modificas. 
tions, add: 

“In these deviatiovs from the draft of a bill reported by the 
Secretary of the Treasury to the House, the majority of the 


committee have done full justice to the intentions of that offi- 
cer. They have perceive 


in the draft a spirit and temper en- 
tirely congenial to their own, an earnest desire to conciliate and 
harmonize the adverse feelings and interests of the two divi- 
sions of the Union. Unable to concur witl him in all the de- 
tails of his drafted bill, they have felt it their duty to depart 
from them as seldom as possible, consistent with the obliga- 
tions to the interest which 1t is their special charge to main- 
tain. 


The bill, thus prepared, became the act of the 
14th July, 1832. He had already observed that it 
did not give satisfaction, and that, at the next ses- 
sion, the President again called the attention of 
Congress to the subject. The Secretary of the 
Treasury, in his annual report of December, 1832, 
after stating that, from all sources, there would be 
an aggregate revenue of twenty-one millions in the 
year, and adds: 


“In the last annual report on the state of the finances, the 
probable expenses for all objects other than the public debt 
were estimated at fifteen millions. This is still believed to he a 
fair estimate; and, if so, there will bean annual surplus of six 
millions. 
then presented for a reduction of the revenue to the wants of 
the Government, fam again urged, by a sense of duty, to sug- 
gest that a further reduction of six millions be made, to take ef- 
fect after the year 1833.” 


In pursuance of this suggestion, a bill was in- 
troduced into the House by Mr. Verplanck, chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
then in the confidence of the Administration, and, 
after being discussed for a long time in the House, 


was finally superseded by what is commonly known | 


as the Compromise bill. He did not affirm that 
Mr. Verplanck’s bill could have passed, had it not 
been for the introduction of the substitute; yet it 
‘was understood to embody the views of the Se- 
cretary, and that the reduction under it would have 
been more rapid and considerable than under the 
compromise. - It has been admitted by the two 
distinguished Senators who are supposed.to have 
had:a chief agency in the preparation of that bill, 
that they foresaw, at the time, that there would be, 
under its operation, a surplus in the Treasury. In 
the speech before referred to, Mr. Calhoun said: 
“He stood, personally, without pledge or plighted faith, as 
far as that act was concerned. He cleariy foresaw, at the ume 
that bill passed, that there would be a surplus of revenue in 
the Treasury. He knew that result to be unavoidable, unless by 
a reduction so sudden as to overthrow our manufacturing esta- 
blishments—a catastrophe which he sincerely desired to avoid. 
Whatever might be thought tu the contrary, he had always heen 
the friend of those establishments., He thought, at the time, 
that the reduction provided for in the bill had not been made to 
take place as fast as it might have been. But the terms of the 
bill formed the only ground on which the opposing: interesis 
could agree; and he, as in part representing one of the Southern 


i Blates, accepted it” 


wd that itconld net be -altogether satis(actory to 


gither; and its, provisions have accordingly been 
gonsidered of questionable policy by different mem- 
berg.of the committee: under the impression on the 


one part, that the redaction of the revenne antici- | 
ted. by it, was..too extensive, ani on the | 


ther, not extensive enough. It proposes to reduce 
the revenue to'be raised from duties on imports to 


danties, upwards of ten millions, 'Phis redaction, 
in the view. of the manufacturing interest—an inte- 
rest closely and intimately connected-with its inter- 
nal improvement, and the interest specially repre- 
sented in this House by. this committee, is deemed 
to be.excessive, It proposes a diminution. of reve- 
aue F more than the sum liberated from its pre- 
ent appropriation for-.the payment of the national 
bt... The majority of- this committee are of opi- 
nion, founded upon principles submitted to the cons 
sideration of the House in -this report,-that no re- 
duetion should be made, at least at the present time, 
equal. ta. the whole amount. of theannual appro- 
priation thys liberated, that is, ten millions. Upon 


ee 


. And he proposed, asa remedy, an amendment 


of the Constitution, by -which Congress might be 


He eh : multaneously with the passage of the act, to 
$12,000,000, and thereby to. remit, of the existing ` i 


temporarily authorized to make a distribution of 
the surplus among the States. Mr. Clay, on the 
same day, said: ie 
` -“ He had foreseen, at the period of the passage of the act, the 
probability of a large surptus, beyond the wants of the Govern- 
ment, economically administered; and he had endeavored, si- 
g provide for it, by 
the introduction of ‘the land bill.” , i 
` And, on another occasion, he said: . rae 
“| thought 1 saw # course marked out, which must lead t the 
utter and entire destruction of the protective system. * * * 
I saw, in 1832, that a great crisis had arisen. I saw, on the one 
hand, that we were menaced with a epeedy destruction of the 
entire protective system; while, on the other, I beheld one mem. 
ber of the Confederacy,” &c. nak 
And as having an important and intimate cone 
nection with this part of the subject, we must not 
forget the vetoes of the President to several bills, 
appropriating money for purpases of internal im- 
provement.. Commencing between the years 1808 
and 1812, with the Cumberland road, the power had 
been slowly and constantly extending itself; until, 
in 1825-and 1828, it had embraced several works 


r 


Still firmly convinced of the truth of the reasons | 
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absorbed al, the revenues of the Government. 
General Jackson, in his message (December Ist, 
1834,) says: 

“Yet we all know that, notwithstanding these grave objec- 
tions, th's dangerous doctrine was at one time apparently pro- 


ceeding to its final establishment with fearful rapility. 
desire to embark the Federal Government in works of internal 


improvement prevailed, tn the higaest degree, during the first 
session of the first Congress that J had the honor to meet In my 
present situation. When the bill, authorizing & subscription 
onthe part of the Uniied States, for stock in the Maysville and 
Lexington Taropike Company, passed the two Houses, there 
had been reporied, by the Committees on Internal Improve- 
ments, bills containing appropriations for such objects, inclu. 
sive of those for the Cumberland road, and tor harbors and 
light-houses, to the amount of aout one hundred and six mil- 
lions of dollars. Inthisamount was included authority to the 
Secretary of the Treasury to subscribe fer the stock of diffe- 
rent companies to a great extent, and the residue was principal. 
ly for the direct construction of roads by this Government. Ta 
addition to these projects, which had been presented to the two 
Houses under the sanction and recommendation of their re- 
spective Committees on Internal Improvements, there were 
then still pending before the committees, and in memorials pre- 
sented, but not referred, different projects for works of a similar 
character, the expense of which cannot be estimated with cer- 
tainty, but must have exceeded one hundred millions of dol- 
lars.’ 

Now let us turn to the proofs of the firmness of 
this President in resisting the exercise of a power, 
which many patriotic men consider the most fruit- 
ful parent of profuse and profligate expenditare, 
and thus subversive of the purity and stability of 
our institutions. On the 27th May, 1830, he re- 
turns to the House, with his objections, a ‘bill au- 
thorizing a subscription of stock in the Maysville, 
Washington, Paris, and Lexington Turnpike Com- 
pany,” of 1,500 shares—(amount not stated.) On 
the 31st May, he returns to the Senate a “bill to 
authorize a subscription of stock in the Washing- 
ton Turapike Company,” for 4,500 shares, equal 
to $90,000. On the 31st May, 1830, he returns a 
bill from the House, making appropriations for 
building light-houses, light-boats, beacons, and 
monuments, placing buoys, and for improving har- 
bors, and directing surveys, amounting to $430,493; 
also an aet to authorize a subscription of ‘stock in 
the Louisville and Portland Canal Company, for 
1,000 shares, equal to $100,000. December 
6, 1832, returns to the House “an act for the 
improvement of certain harbors, and the 
navigation of certain rivers, containing appropria- 
tions to the amount of $554,869. June 30, 1834, 
retains’a bill from the Senate “to improve the navi- 
gation of the Wabash river,appropriating $20,000." 
And as further showing his determination by the 
use of his veto, to resist improvident appropria- 
tions, it may be remarked here, that, on the 6h 
Dec. 1832,he returned to the Senate*‘a bill providing 
for the final settlement of the claims of the States for 
interest on advances to the United States made 
duritg the last war.” And though no amonnt is 
stated in the bill, it was well understood that its 
passage would involve an expenditure of upwards of 
a million. Senator Hill estimated at $1,300,000. 
Now it was not so much on account of the amount 
of appropriations in these bills for purposes of in- 
ernal improvement, that the country approved of 
the vetoes of them: it was the limitation which was 
attempted to be placed on a most dangerous power; 
‘and though it has continued to be exercised, and 
the expenditures under it have been constant in- 
creasing, yet all candid persons will admit, whether 
agreeing with the President in his views of theconsti- 
tutional limitation or not,that his vetoes gave acheck 
at Iéast to this class of appropriations. It is notori- - 
ous that the party opposed to the then Administration 
had labored hard to divert the funds of the na- 
tiori ffom the payment of the public debt, and ap- 
ply them to purposes of internal improvement. 
Even after the power had been signally rebuked 
in the manner he had mentioned, its friends endea- 
voréd to maintain it, by forcing every work with- 
in the limits, admitted by the President for its ex- 
ercise. It was under this influence, and perhaps 
a hope thatthe power would ultimately triumph, 
that the Committee on Manufactures, in the session 
of 1831 and 1832, would not consent to a larger re- 
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duction. Thus: “they ask that a portion of the 
common treasure should continue to be applied to 
great works of internal improvements.” “This por- 
tion,” they think, “should not only be unimpaired, 
but increased, in consequence of the removal of 
the burden of the public debt. Internal improve- 
ment is, itself, the most effective means of 
providing for the common defence—the defence 
common, not only to the whole people, our cotem- 
poraries of the present age, bat common to our 
posterity of numberless after generations.” It 
must be obvious to all, who have at all attended to 
the history of our legislation, for the last twenty 
years, that the tariff and internal improvements 
were parts of the same system, and that one could 
not be supported without the othe. Hence the ad- 
vocates of the former were disposed to favor the 
latter, by opposing, as far they dare to do, the re- 
mission of duties. . 

This is a brief history of what had been accom- 
plished in the way of reduction of revenge during 
the administration of Jackson. He (Mr. M’K.) 
did not claim for Jackson and his friends the whole 
credit of it. What he iasisted on as entirely just to 
them, was, that if they were held responsible for the 
increase in the amount of expenditures, they should 
receive at least some credit for the earnest, repeated, 
and often successful efforts which they made to re- 
lieve the people from unnecessary taxation. Though 


the President did not recommend, in his three next | 


annual messages, any further changes in the tariff 
laws, as the effects of the reductions which were 
then in progress upon the revenue, could not be 


distinctly foreseen; yet he earnestly and respectfully : 


pressed upoa Congress the importance of abstaining 


from all appropriations which were no absolutely i 


required for the public interests, and authorized by 
the powers clearly delegated to the United States. 
Thas, in his message of December 3, 1833, he 
said: 


tional deht, which has go long been a burden on the Treasury, 
will be finally discharged in the coarse of the ensuing year. 


No more money will afterwards be needed than what may be | 


Necessary to meet the ordinary expenses of the Government. 


Now is.the proper moment to fix our system of expenditures ;! 
on firm and durable principles, and 1 cannot too strongly urge |! 
the {necessity of a rigid economy, and an inflexible determina- ; 


tion not to enlarge the income beyond the rea! necessities of the 


Government, and not to increase the wants of the Government |! 


by unnecessary and profuse expenditures. Ifa contrary course 


be pursued, it may happen that the revenue of 1834 will fall |: 


short of the demands upon it; and after reducing the tariff, to |. friends of the Administration; but he deemed. it un- 
j ? 


lightens the burdens of 2 people, and providing for a still fur- 
ther redaction, to take effect hereafter, it would be much to be 
deplored, if, at the end of another year, we ehall find ourselves 
obliged to retrace our steps, and impose additional taxes to meet 
necessary expenditures.” 

And, in the same message, he also expressed the 
opinion that 

“The rule as now fixed by law on the various articles, was 

adopted at the last session o! Congress, as a matter of compro- 
mise, with unusual unanimity, and unless it is found to pro- 
duce more than the necessities of the Government call for, 
there would seem to be no reason, at this time, to-justify a 
change.” . : EE 

Such were his sentiments—a disposition to re- 
spect the compromise act, unless it was found to 
prodace more than the wants of the Government, 
and, at the same time, not to increase those wants 
by profuse and unnecessary expenditures, until, in 
1836, towards the close of his spendid civil career, 
when, finding that the revenue continued to acca- 
mulate, in a manner unexpected to every one, he, 
at the session which commenced in December of 
that year, again invited the attention of Congress 
to the subject. In his annual message of that year 
he says: 

“ Considering the intimate connection of the subject with the 
financial interests of the country, and its great importance, in 
whatever aspect it canbe viewed, Ihave bestowed upon it the 
most anxious reflection, and feel it to be my duty to state to 
Congress such thoughts as have occurred to me. to aid their de- 
liberations, in treaung it in the manner best calculated to con- 
duce to the common good., $ 

“Tne experience of oiher nations admonished us to hasten 
the extinguishment of the public debt, but it will bein vain 
that we have congratu‘ated each other upon the disappearance: 
of this evil, if we do not guard against the equally great one of 
quer the unnecessary accumulation of public revenue. 

o political maxim is better established than that which tella us 
that an improvident expenditure of money is the parent of pro- 
fligacy, and that no people can hope to perpetuate their liber- 
ties who long acquiesce in a policy which taxes them tor ob- 
jects nat necessa. y to the legitimate and real wants of their Go- 

vernment. Fiattering as ie the coudi'ion of our country at the 


present petiod, because of its unexampled advance in all the. 


steps of social and pulitical improvement, it cannot be disguised 
that there is a Jurking danger already apparent in the neglect of 
this warning truth, and that the time has arrived when the re- 
presentatives of the people should be employed in devising 
some more appropriate remedy than now exists, to avert it, 


: their own profit. 


‘| the General Government. 


“We are beginning a new era in our Government. Thena- | 
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Appropriation Bill—Mr. McKay. 


“Under our present revenue system, there is every probabi- 
lity that there will continue to be aeurplus, beyond the wants of 
the Government; and it has become our duty to decide whether 
such a result be consistent with the true objects of our Govern- 
ment. 

“Should a surplus he permitted to accumulate, beyond the 
appropriations, it must be retained in the Treasury, as it now 
is, or distributed among the people or the States. 

“To retain it inthe Treasury, unemployed in any way, is im- 
practicable. It is, besides, against the genius of our free insti- 
tions to lock up in vaults the treasnre of the nation. To take 
from the people the right of bearing arms, and put their wea- 
pons of defence in the hands of a standing army, would be 
scarcely more dangerous to their liberties, than to permit the 


|| Government to accumulate immense amounts of treasure, be- 
' yond the supplies necessary to its legitimate wants. Such a 


treasure would doubtless be employed, al sometime, as it has 


` been in other countries, when opportunity tempte.! ambition. 


“Po collect it merely for distribution to the States, would 
seem to be highly impolitic, if not as dangerous as the propo- 
sition te retain it In the Treasury, The shortest reflection must 
satisfy every one, that to require the people to pay taxes 
to the Government merely that they may be paid back again, 
is eperting with the substantial interests of the country, and 
no system which produces euch a result can be expected to 
receive the public countenance. Nothing could be gained by 
it, even if each individual, wap contributed a portion of the tax, 
could receive back promptly the same portion. Butit 1s ap- 
parent that no system of the kind can ever be enforced, which 
will not absorb a considerable portion of the money to be distri- 
buted in salaries and commissions to the agents employed in the 
process, and in the various losses and depreciations which arise 
from other causes; and the practical effectof such an attempt 
must ever be to burden the people with taxes. not for purposes 
beneficial to them, but to swell the profits of deposite banks, 
and supporta band of useless public officers. x k 

“The safest and simplest mode of obviating all the difficulties 
which have been mentioned., is, to collect only revenue enough 
to meet the wantsof the Government, aqd let the people keep 
the balance of their propery in their own hands, to be used for 
Each Sate will then support its own Go- 
vernment, and contribute its due share towards the support of 
There would be no surplus tocramp 
and Jessen the resources of individual wealth and enterprise, 
and the banks would be left to their ordinary means.” 


And a bill was brought into the Senate by its 


Committee of Finance, proposing a further reduc- : 


ticn on about three millions; and it actually 
passed that body by nearly a party vote, the 
friends of the Administration voting for it, and its 
opponents against it. Thus much as to that por- 
tion of our revenue receivable from cusioms. He 
might proceed further, and allude to the resolu- 
tions moved by himself in the House, in the ses- 


sion of 1835 and °36; to the bill reported by Mr. i 


Cambreleng, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and to which the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Corwin,] informed us he was opposed, in the 
session of 1836 and °37, both proposing a reduc- 
tion and both movements generally supported by the 


necessary. It may be safely affirmed that the Pre- 
sident, and at least a majority of his friends in Con- 
gress, were in favor of bringing dewn that part of 
our revenue to the wants of the Government, eco- 
nomically administered. 

As to Mr. Van Buren, there has been no occa- 
sion, since his election to the Presidency, that 
made it necessary or proper, in his communica- 
tions to Congress, to recommend any reduction of 
the revenue from this source. The great reval- 
sion that occorred in 1837, caused a great falling 


1! off in the receipts from the customs; so that in that 
; year they amounted to $11,169,290; and in 1838, 


$16,158,800 36—somewhat more than in 1837. 


Now in respect to the public lands. There have 
been no material changes made in the laws regu- 
lating them since 1820, the minimum price of 
$1 25 per acre, then fixed, not being altered; and 


notwithstanding th:s, the receipts from this source . 


have been unusvally large. lt appears from the 
tables in one of the d:cuments, that the whole 
amount received from 1789 to 1839, was $106,- 
021,938 11, of which $75,075,404 97 was receiv- 
ed from 1829 to 1839. This fact, showing the most 
extraordinary increase, should teach us caution in 
judging public events, or in expressing praise or. 
ceusare on any of the measures of an Administra- 
tion. No one had expected so large an increase. 
He had already shown that Mr. M’Lane, in 1832, 
did not estimate the receipts from this source high- 


er than $3,000,000. Mr. Cathoun, in his patro- , 
nage report, as late as 1835, estimated them at | 
$3,500,000 on'y. Various causes, however, cone |! 
i wibuted to produce this increase. 
‘ment of the Ind:an titles to extensive tracts of va- 
Inable land in several of the SiateS and Territo- ‘|| 


ries—the great number of foreigners, who have 
within the last few years emigrated to this country 
and settled in the West, and the spirit of specula- 


| aware of the difficulties of the 


The extinguish: ; 
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tion, fostered in some degree by our’ banking syé-* 
tem, seized hoid of the public domain, as a sudject’” 
upon which to operate, and thus’a greater quantity 
of it was was sold than was required for settle-' 
ment. As soon as this latter operation became ‘ap-'” 
parent—that the lands were passing into the hands“! 
of speculators in exchange for bank credite-sthe !’ 
President took decided steps to arrest it. All “wi 
recollect the celebrated specie circular and the’ re» 
commendation in his annual message in 2836; td > 
confine the sales of the public lands to actual şet: `` 
tlers. It is known that a billdid pass the Se" 
nate by a party vote, the friends of the Adminis«-' 
tration voting for it, providing for the latter'object. ~ 

With regard to the former measure, he would , 
not now discuss either its legality or policy, both f> 
which have been so much questioned. He thought" 
that he might safely assert, that the immediate ef= ` 
fect of it was to check the sales—to prevent a fars `’ 
ther exchange of the rieh and valuable lands of the’. 
Government, in the South and West, for depreciated,” * 
and perhaps worthless bank paper, and that it has- ` 
tened the crisis in the monetary affairs of the coun- _ 
try which soon after occurred; and that it also di- " 
minished the intensity of that crisis, by preventing’ 
the further extension of bank paper, which would ' 
otherwise have taker place. His regret was that '- 
it had not been issued earlier, for if it had been, a’' 
good deal of the pressure that was afterwards felt 
would have been avoided. It may also be ob- °" 
served here, that a considerable proportion, per ` 
haps one-half, of the receipts from the sales ofthe `; 
public lands from 1830 to 1839, were from that!” 
part of them that had been acquired fromthe “' 
Indians within that period; so that in the years ` 
1835, ’6, and °7, when the sales were so heavy; the " 
Government was only getting back the moneys ~ 
that it had previously laid out in the purchase ‘of ' 
the very lands it had thus sold. ATi aoe 

Mr. McK. then insisted that these various acts, the’ `‘ 
history of which he had endeavored to trace, hav- ' 
ing failed to prevent an accumulation of a surplus ` 
in the Treasury, the existence of that surplc* 
was one cause ofthe increase in the expenditure: - 
If the money was collected, it must be spent.” © 
would be ruinou#to the best interests of the coum 
try to hoard its public revenues. A distinguished ~ 
Senator has said: Oe fee 

“Experience has abundantly proved, that #6 Tong as there is 
a large surplus in the Treasury, the interésts.in Tay qt hs Bx 
penditure will ever be stronget than that opposed to it nd 
that no prudential considerations, arising from the necessity fr 


accumulating funds to meet future wants, or.the hazard. o 
larging Executive patronage, or the danger 0 


politicaland public morals of thé country,’ by tall ka bee os 
fuse expenditure,.or any other whatever; are sufficieir to resist 
the temptation. If one unworthy object of appropri ion dw ssc: 
defeated, anotner, with no greater claims on the public Doun 
or justice, will ever stand ready to urge its claims, till the frugal’' ' 
and patriotic are wearied out with useless and incessant eforta ‘~ 
to guard the Treasury.” y oh dP Be. 
If more money was collected than the. proper.. . 
wants of the Government required, he must repeat, , 
what he had already said, that those who oppesed. 
the adoption of measures to prevent a surplps, :;; 
were clearly responsible to the country. The Pre-:, .. 
sident, who recommended, and the members of... 
Congress who voted for, the several acts reducing 
reducing revenue, are certainly entitled. to,the gre- 
dit of diminishing the expenditures, for it must þe 
apparent to all, that, had theactof 1828 remained .:_ 
in force, without any alteration of its provisions,.., 
the receipts under it would have been much’ | 
larger, and the expenditures would probably have ¿` 
ranged from forty to sixty millions annually, a, ...;: 
Such, he believed, would have been the state of ,/., 
things, had not a check been put to what has been, . 
called the American system. In saying this much ;;; 
in defence of the party with which he usually acted, . 
he did not wish to be understood as making any,,,. 


|; imputations at all upon the conduct or motives Ofa, 


those who had taken an opposite course. He wasi; , 
eriod through 
which we had passed, and would therefore be ex-.,. 
ceedingly circumspect.in censuring any one for ;, 
the part he had acted in it., He believed that there, 
were many persons. who looked upon the act of 2d,: .. 
March, 1833, as a compromise of the. great cons: 
troversy. respecting the tariff, which had so long, ,,... 
agitated the country, and who would not, for that 
reason alone, support any proposition that might, 

in its tendency, if adopted, disturb the principles 
upon which that act was framed, Afier all, how 


€ 
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ever, that had been done—after the people had 
Deen relieved from a large amount of taxation in 
the manner he had explained—there was still a 
large amount in the Treasury, and he would pro- 
ceed to inquire how it had been disposed of, and to 
what purposes applied? It will be recollected that 
the Constitution expressly provides that no money 
shall be drawn from the Treasury except by ap- 
propriations made by law. He had already shown 
that Congress alone can originate bills for raising 
or reducing revenue; so it equally belongs to that 
body to direct its expenditure after it has been re- 
ceived into the Treasury. Betore he would pro- 
ereed to examine into the purposes to which the mo- 
neys have been applied, he would make afew re 
marks upon one or two points that are properly 
connected with this part of the subject. 

The first relates to the cost of collection, that is, 
the expense incurred by the Government, in taking 
the money from the pockets of the people and 
placing it in the common Treasury. I: has been 
said that the cost has been unusually great during 
the present Administration, and that of General 
Jackson. 
showing the rates per cent. caloulated upon the 
basis of the amount of receipts into the Treasury, 
and also upon the value of imports. ft will be 
seen that the rates of cost, calculated upon the lat- 
ter basis, are not larger than the rates in previous 
years. In respect to the former, it is obvious that 
there is a large increase. 

Without pretending to justify this increase, vari- 
ous causes can be assigned to account for it. Ist. 
The large aogmentation ia the quantity of articles of 
merchandise imported into the country, which ren- 
dered necessary the employment of additional offi- 
cers for the prompt and faithful discharge of that 
branch of the public business. 24. The building 
and equipping revenue cutters to supply the places 
of others, placed ander the direction of the Navy 
and War Departments, to aid in suppressing the 
Indian distarbances in Florida, the construction 
and maintenance of revenue cutters being a charge 
on the accruing revenue. 3d. The disturbances on 
the Canada frontier during the last two years have 
also increased the ¢ustom-house expenses on that 
extended frontjer. Besides this, the whole recent 
expense of making sets of weights and measures 
for each State, as well as each cefiom-house, is 
charged to the collection of the revenue. 

(TỌ BE CONTINUED.) 


SPEECH OF MR. BENTON, 
OF MISSOURI. ~ 
In Senate, Tuesday, May 27, 1840. 

BANKRUPT BILL—INCLUSION OP CORPORATIONS. 
Mr. BENTON aidressed the Cuaia, and said, 
that the question now before thé Senate was styled, 
in the convention of 1787, Ye extensive and a de- 
licate question; and so, in fact, it is. It is the 
great question of tor gnd creditor; a relation 
which pervades evegy rafhification of society, and 
which, in all ages, gndAn all countries, has given 
the greatest labor to thé legislative and judicial dz- 
ments of the Goyernment, and has ofien been 
roductive of popular commotions, convulsions, 
Bloodshed, and even civil wars. It is a great ques- 
jion, and a question of two sides, and of two par- 
ties, and one which cannot either justly or safely 
be treated in reference to one side or to one party 
only, be that side or that party which it may. The 


lJawgiver mast look at both sides, and must act | 


justly and impartially in relation to each. It will 
not do to legislate fcr the creditor, without regard 
to the debtor; it will not do to legislate for the 
debtor, without regard to the creditor. Each has 
his rights, and these rights mast be respected. No 
man becomes the debtor of another, except by get- 
ting from him his money or his property, his labor 
or his service, or enabling some other person to get 
these things, by the loan of his name and the inter- 
vention of his credit. He gets this money or pro- 
perty, labor or service, or enables another to get 
thew, by promising to pay for them; and this pro- 
mise, thus founded on a valuable consideration, 
becomes a sacred engagement, which the moral 
sense of the world has inves:ed with a character of 
inviolable sanctity. The borrower is bound to re- 
surn; the purchaser is bound to pay; the depositary 
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is bound to restore; the security is bound to see his 
engagement fulfilled: and, while the performance 
of these obligations centinues to be possible, the 
legislative power cannot interpose to set them 
aside. Bat, in the vicissitudes of human af- 
fairs—in the casualties of human arrangements— 
in the uncertainty of all human ca'culations, a 
comphance with these obligations often becomes 
impossible; and when that impossibility becomes 
manifest, the arm of the law interposes, not to vio- 
late an engagement, for that violation has already 
taken place; but to ascertain legally the fact—to 
bring the parties together upon the principle of a 
compromise—and to adjust the relations between 
them in view of this unexpected state of things, 
and upon the basis of an impossible compliance 
with the original contract. Release from further 
liability for a debt under such circumstances, and 
after a surrender of the debtor’s effects has beeu 
granted by law, or obtained by compromise, or ex- 
torted by force, under a'l forms of Government, 
and in all ages and countries. 


In document No. 192, there is a table 


|: leases, where the voice of thegjaw is heard at all, 
the voice of the creditor is also heard; and he still 


in the condact of proceedings which may end in 
the deprivation or extinction of his rights. He has 
aright to examine the conduct of his debtor—to 
trace his dealings and his mode of life—to ascer- 
tain whether his condust has been innocent or 
fraudulent—whether his inabitity is the result of 
misfcritune or misconduct—whether he is a proper 
subject for the favor, or for the rebuke of the law; 
and, above all, he has the power (by having the 
right to institute the bankrupt proceedings) to inter- 
fere before it is too late—to interfere while there 1s 
something to be saved—and to snatch something 
i from the wreck of the debtor’s estate before the 
|; work of fraud or destruction shall be complete. 


i; All these rights he has, wherever the law in- 


terferes to abrogate his contract; and, more 
than all these, he has the right to consent 
to the final result, by having 
commence the proceedings which lead to it. 


) force, dissolves the connection between debtor and 
creditor. Thas there are, in the very nature of the 
bankrupt question, two sides, and two parties to it— 


abolition—and, as one or the other of these sides 
has been more or less favored by politicians and 


has often been the touchstone, and the basts, of po- 
litical parties in the great Republics of antiquity; 


been carried, or lost—numerous the civil commo- 
tions which have been excited, or quelled—by pro- 
positions to abolish the obligation, or to enforce the 
collection, of existing debts. Political parties have 


plause, or censure, in conseqnence of their conduct 


tries, to find example; of thesc party movements, 
familiar to the reading of every Senator, itis suffi- 
cient fur the present occasion, and is pertinent to 
the present proceeding, and may be profitable to 


the two great political parties which, under what- 
soever names, have existed so long, and must 
always exist in our country while its freedom las‘s 


—the Federal and the Democratic—has been re- |. 


ferred by one whose authority will not be disputed 
on the other side—by Chief Justice Marshall—to 
their respective conduct in relation to this pre- 
cise question of debtor and creditor. That emi- 
nent man, in the most responsible of all his works 
—the Life of Washington—so refers the origin of 
these parties. In the fifth volume of that work, 
at page 85, he traces the rise and formation of the 
Federal and Democratic parties among us, making 


their respective characters to turn upon the con- | 


: own words. 


But, in al} these 1e- 


: unceasingly directed to his relief. 
y plete with contracts, was, in their opinion, a measure too 


the right to : 


i} All these rights belong to the creditor in every ; 
i| country, and in every case, where law, and not : 
| 


lawgivers, so has the abolition, or entorcement of |, 
debts, frequently given form and character to the | 
political parties which have figured ia all free | 
countries, and which must continue to be found in 

all countries where freedom shall continue to exist. ' 
Relief to the debtors, or assistance to the creditors, | 


| 
| 
| two sides at the creation of the debt, and two at ils : 
i 
| 


l ] : them from what is here said. 
and numerous have been the elections which have ., 


in relation to these propositions; and, without going , 
back to ancient times, or abroad to foreign coun- ; 


May, 1840 
Senate. 


TOSSES A 


duct of each in relation to the sanctity of contracts, 
and the emissions of paper money. In this por- 
trait of parties, he has given to the Federalists the 
honor of guarding the sanctity of contracis, and 
preserving a solid currency: to the Democracy is 
assigned the less creditable part of relaxing con- 
tracts, and emitting paper money. This is a point 
too essential to the historian himself—-to the cha- 
racter of the two parties—and to their present ac- 
tual positions in relation to the bills now before the 
Senate, involving as they do the exact questions re- 
ferred to by the historian; it is a point too essen- 
tial to all these parties, to be passed over with a re- 
ference and a paraphrase. It is too material to be 
mentioned without being cited. It is a case in 
which the historian should have the benefit of his 
I owe it to him, and to the occasion, 
to read the paragraph entire; and here it is: 


“The discontents and uneasiness, arising in a great measure 
from the embarrassmente in which a considerable number of 
individuals were involved, continued to become more ex- 
tensive. At length, two great parties were formed in every 
State, which were distinctly marked, and which pursued dis- 
tinct objects, with systematic arrangement. 

‘rhe one struggled with unabated zeal for the exact observ- 


e l i; ance of public and private engagements, By those belonging 
has a part to act—~an essential and material part— | 


to it, the faith of a nation or ofa private man was ileemed a sa- 
cred pledge, the violation of which was equally forbidden by 


| the principles of moral justice, and of sound policy. The dis- 


tresses of individuals were, they thought, to be alleviated only 


: by industry and frugality, not by a relaxation of the laws, or 


bv a sacrifice of the rights of others. According to the stem 
principles laid down tor their government, the imprudent and 


: idle would not be protected by the Legislature from the conse- 


quences of their indiscretion; but should be restrained from in- 
volving themselves in difficulties, by the conviction that a rigid 
compliance with contracts would be enforced. They were con- 
sequently the uniform friends of a regular administration of 
justice, and of a vigorous course of taxation, which would ena- 
ble the State to comply with its engagements. By a natural as. 
sociatiun of ideas, they were also, with very few exceptions, 
in favor of enlarging the powers of the Federal Government, 
and of enabling it to protect the dignity and character of the 
nation abroad, and its interests at home. The other part 

marked out for itself a more indulgent course. Viewing wit 

extreme tenderness, the case of the debtor, their efforts were 
To exact a faithful com- 


arsh to be insisted on, and was one which the people would 


: not bear. They were uniformly in favor of relaxing the ad- 


ministration of justice, of affording facilities for the paymenta 
of debts’ or of suspending their collection, and of remitting 
taxes. The same course of opinion led them to resist every at- 
tempt to transfer from their own hands, into those of Congress, 
powers by which others were deemed essential to the preserva- 
tion of the Union. In many of the States, the party last men. 
tioned constituted a decided major ty of the people; and in all 
of them it was very powerful. The emisston of paper money, 
the delay of legal proceedings, and the suspension of the col- 
lection of taxes, were the fruits of their rule, wherever they 
were completely dominant. Even where they failed in carry- 
ing their measures, their strength was such as to encourage the 
hope of succeeding in a future attempt; and annual elections 
held forth to them the prospect of speedily repairing the loss of 
a favorite question. 

“Throughout the Union,the contest between these parties was 


| periodically revived; and the public mind was perpetually agi- 


tated with hopes and fears on subjects which essentially affect- 
ed the fortunes of a considerable portion of the society.” 


Ido not read this paragraph, (said Mr. B.) for 
the purpose of objecting to the character attributed 
to the Democratic party. I do not mean to defend 
I am one of those 
whe believe that every man, and every party, 


:, writes his own, and its own character—that they 
| write it in their actions—and that it is in vain to 
i, impute, or to ascribe, characters which actions do 
|! not justify. It is not to defend the Democracy that 
been characterized, and have been held upto ap- | 


I read this paragraph; in fact it is not for them that 
I read itatall. Iread it for the gentlemen of the 
Federal party—for the purpese of holding up to 
those gentlemen a mirror which reflects for them 


;, an elevated character—for the purpose of exhort- 
‘| ing them to act up to that high character, and not 
i: to exchange it for the inferior one imputed to the 
'. Democracy. 

the issue of the present question, to remind the Se- | 
nate and the country that the birth ard origin of 


I ncw proceed, Mr. President, to examine the 
question before the Senate, and to apply to it the 


: principles which, in my opinion, should govern a 
` system of bankrupt laws. 


Three members of the Judiciary Committee 
have reported one bill; two members have reported 


‘| another; and these two bills emanate from the two 
: political parties which, under whatsoever names, 
. have existed in this country for fifty years. One 
; of these bills proposes relief to existing debtors, 


and no more. It proposes to legislate for volun- 
tary bankrupts alone, and for those debts alone 
which now exist; for the bill is limited to two years? 
duration, and cannot he expected to find many 
new cases to act upon in that short time, and in 
the present stagnation of business and paralysis - 
kd 
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of credit. Itis, then, a partial and temporary act, 
retrospective, not prospective in its operation, and 
solely directed to the relief of debtors, without 
looking to the security of creditors. I, is a one 
sided bill, for the abolition ol debts—existing 
debts—at the will of the debtor, and no more. - 

The other is a general bill, looking to the rights 
of creditors as well as to the relief of debtors— 
intended for the future as well as the present and 
the past—applicable to corporations as well as to 
persoas—embracing the compulsory as well as the 
voluntary feature—and making provisions for 
those who are not, as well as those who arc, 
technically merchants and traders. f 

These are the twe bills, and certainly no two 
things of the same name could be more dissimilar 
in their import and character. One is a system, 
the other a special act. One proposes a general 
rule for the regulation of all contracts—the other 
proposes an absolution of the existing debts. Both 
are styled systems in their enacting clause; but one 
only presents asystem. The other proposes noth- 
ing but a relief law. 

The majority of the committee has reported 


one; a minority has reported the other; and the. 


qaestion is, not which shall we pass (for we have 
not yet arrived at the question of passing) but which 
shall be preferred for consideration? which of the 
two we sbali take up, discuss, consider, amend, 
perfect, and ripen, if we can, into a law? This is 
the question; and, in its decision, I have no hesi- 
tation. I prefer the general to the special bill: I 
prefer the bill of the minority; not that I agree to 
it as reported (for there is much in it to which I 
object;) but because it is general, not special—a 
system, and not a temporary, one sided law— 
because it is a bankrupt law, and not an insolvent 
law. It contains the leading featnres which a 
uniform law on the subject of bankruptcies ought 
to contain; and is susceptible of the amendments 
which may render it acceptable. 

This being my preference between the bills, I 
will proceed to state the reasons why I object to 
the one, and advocate the other. 

I object to the bill of the majority because it is 
unconstitational—because it is a bill wholly un- 
warranted by the clause in the Constitution which 


authorizes Congress to pass uniform laws on the | 
The first idea of such |. 
laws are, that they are to be prospective—that they | 
are to look forward—that they are to operate upon |, 
future cases—and to furnish a rule of action for | 


subject of bankruptcies. 


creditors and debtors to govern themselves by in | 


time to come. Admitting thatthe law may take 
in existing cases, yet to limit it to such cases, as 
this bill of the majority virtually does, is to reduce 
it to the character of a mere insolvent law. Ht is 
te take in all existing cases, and it is only to con- 
tinne in force two years. This may be time 
enough for existing debtors to avail themselves of 
its provisions; but it can have little or no operation 
on future cases: it can furnish no rule of action 
fur the future government of the community; and 
the very nature and object of law, and especially 
of a system of law, and, above all, of a system to 
govern contracts, should be prospective in its ope- 
ration; it should relate to the future, and should be 
known to the community, that they should he able 
to govern themselves by it. I do not object to the 
inclusion of present cases, but to the exclusion of 
fature ones: I object to an act which is both tem- 
porary and retrospective—which exclades the fa- 
ture, and embraces only one side of the past. Such 
an act could not have come within the comtempla- 
tion of the Constitution; and, if adopted, must set 
the example of a succession of these acts for the 
abolition' of debts as often as the debtors become 
sufficiently numerous to make their power be felt. 

I object to the act because it has no feature of a 
bankrupt law init, and because I deny our con- 
stitutional power to pas3 an act, under the name 
of abankrupt system, which has no feature of a 
bankrupt law ia it—nothing which discriminates 
those laws from common insolvent, or relief laws. 
Without at all limiting the power of Congress to 
the adoption of the English statutes on this sub- 
ject—without limiting ourselves to the adoption of 
something which may be found in the English le- 
gislation; without at all limiting our power to this 


Bankrupt Bill—Mr. Benton. 


narrow basis, | must stiil insist that there are cer- 
tain essential characteristes of a bankrupt law, 
known 10 the world, and contemplated by our 
Constitution, and which it is notin ihe power of 
Congress to disregard. The most prominent of 
these features is the right of the creditor to save 
something, out of ihe estate of the debtor, before 
it is too late—hus right to interfere, and stop waste 
or fraud, before it is too late. Ia every system of 
bankruptcy ever known, the creditor is an actor; he 
begins, or continues the proceeding; and he com- 
mences it at the time when his interest requires 
him to do so—when he sees fraud or waste going on; 
and by thus arresting the career of his debtor, and 
divesting him of his estate, he impliedly gives his 
consent to the final discharge in consideration of 
getting possession of all that the debtor owns. This 


is a feature in all bankrupt laws: itis an equita- | 


ble provision; it is a fandameatal principle; nor 
can I conceive of a law without it, 1 cannot con- 
ceive of a bankrupt law which does not embrace 
this feature; aud the bill of the majority does not 
embrace it. Under this bill the creditor may see 
waste and fraud gsing on—he may see his debtor 
eonsuming, hiding,or alienating his estate—and-yet, 
under this bill, he could do nothing to arrest such 
conduct. It is in vain to say that he may go to the 
State laws: the bankrupt system must be complete 
in itself, and must not look to the State laws for 
the one half ofits operation. I object toa bank- 
rupt act as unconstitutional, which leaves the remedy 
exclusively to the will of the debtor; and that is 
precisely what this bill proposes to do. 

Sir, this is one of the most delicate powers which 
Congress can exercise, and one which it should be 
most careful not to transcend or mistake. Itis an 
intervention between debtor and creditor. It goes, 
not merely to the alteration, but to the annihila- 
tion of contracts. The Constitution has forbid the 
States to do any thing to impair the obligation of 
contracts. It has granted Congress the power to 
make bankrupt laws; and these laws go to the ex- 
tinction of the contract. But how? Not by pars- 
ing acts, from time to time, for the abolition of 
debts at the will of the debtor, but by making the 
discharge of the debt the joint act of the creditor 
and debtor; the creditor.instituting the proceeding, 
or being ruled into it by a majority in interest, and 
thereby assenting to it. I grant that the power of 


Congress is full over the subject of bankruptcies, | 


but I deny that this power can be fairly exercised 
in the enactment of a temporary, one-sided, exclu- 


sively retrospective bill for the abolition of debts at ` 


the will of the debtor. I deny that it can be fairly 
exercised in the abolition of existing debts, under 
the mock name of a system of bankruptcy. It is 
a delicate power, denied to the States, granted to 
Congress, and which Congress must exercise ac- 
cording to the intent of the grant, and not wantonly 
according to the will and pleasure of a majority for 
the time being. 

Objecting to the bill, as I do, upon constitutional 
grounds, I should still oppose it, even if our con- 
stitutional power to pass it was clear and undoubt- 
ed. I object to the bill for its principle, and for its 
details, and for its effect upen the present age, and 
upon posterity. The principle of the bill is, that 
every person owing debts may, at his own will, 
and by going through a process which he himself 
commences, be absolved from all liability for his 
debts. This is the principle; and the details are 


such as to deprive the creditor of all effective , 


agency in the conduct of a proceeding which is 
commenced without his conseat. The present ef- 
fect, as gentlemen say, is to release 500,000 debtors 
from futare obligation to pay their debts; of course 
to deprive an equal number of rights and means on 
which they relied. Its future effect must be to se 
an example for the repetition of such laws as often 
as the debtor class becomes numerous and power- 
ful; and to teach the rising generation a facile way 
to get rid of their obligations, after squandering the 
money and property which they had obtained upon 
the faith of paying for it. Nothing, in my opinion, 
could be more objectionable than the principle of 
the bill. 

The details of the bill aggravate its principle, 
and go to deprive, the creditor of all real or effec- 
tive check over a proceeding which is commenced 
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without his consent, and which may end in the an- 
nihilation of his rights. The details are these: any 
person‘whatsoever, owing debts, not less in amount 
than the sum of —— dollars, may go into the 
district court of the United States for the district in 
which he then resides, or into the superior court of 
the Territory in which he then resides, or in the 
superior court for the District of Columbia, if he 
then resides in this District, and file a declaration 
on cath, or affirmation, averring himself to be una» 
ble to pay his debts, and upon this declaration the 
court shall decree him to be abankrupt. (See. 1.) 
The court is to be always open for the reception of 
these declarations, and the proceedings upon them 
are to be speedy and summary. (See. 6.) Nore- 
cord at large is to be kept, but only papers filed, 
and memorandums kept by the clerk. (See. 13. The 
property of the bankrupt is legally divested out of 
him, and vested in assignees, by a decree of the 
court, to which the creditor is not a party, and he 
becomes entitled to a full discharge on the surren- 
der of his property, (Sec. 3 and 4,) but the certifi- 
cate and discharge shall not be granted until =. 
days after the decree of bankrup‘cy, nor until after 
twenty days’ notice in some newspaper, designated 
by the court, for the creditor to come in and con- 
test the right to the discharge. (Sec 4.) On ap- 
pearing, the creditor may prevent the discharge, 
by proving that the debtor has made alienations of 
his property or preferences, or payments among his 
creditors, in contemplation of taking the benefit of 
this act; (Sec. 2;) or has been guilty of fraud, or wil- 
ful concealment of his property, or has wilfully 
disobeyed the orders of the court, or has lost at 
gaming or betting, within one year before the 
decree of bankruptcy, at any one or more times, 
the sum of —— dollars. By proving any one 
of these things, (on a part of which the debtor may 
be interrogated under the direction of the court) 
the discharge may be prevented. The final dis- - 
charge of the debt may be prevented; but the de- 
cree of bankruptcy is not reversed. It is not set 
aside. It stands; and the creditor's rights in rela- 
tion to his debtor, and bis property, are entirely 
changed. All his remedies and proceedings against 
him—all his suits depending against him, and not 
ripened into judgments—all his measures for se- 
curing himself, are suddenly arrested. The con- 
nection between himself and his debtor is dissolved. 
He has to arrange with a new party—assignees— 
to prove his debt for them to settle it, and to take 
his chance for a pro rata distribution with other 
creditors out of the surrendered effects—(See. 5.) 
If he does not do this—if he does notcome in and 
prove his debts, (and it will be shown that he will 
have but little chance to do so,) he loses all right 
to any part of the bankrupt’s estate, for the whole 
is to go to those who appear and prove their debts 
— (Secs. 3 and 5.) 

These are the details; and now let us examine 
them, and see their practical operation and bear- 
ing, and ascertain how far they open the door toa 
general and rapid abolition of debts, and how far 
they go to give, or to deny to the creditor, any 
rights or powers in instituting or conducting a pro- 
ceeding which may end in converting all the notes: 
and bonds in his possession into so mach waste 
paper. 

1. The debtor chooses his time for instituting the 
proceedings and making the surrender of his pro- 
perty; and what time will he choose? Upon ail 
the principles of human action, what time will he 
choose? He will certainly choose the time which 
will suit himself; and that will be after hope is ex- 
tinguished, and after his property is exhausted. 
He will surrender his property when the surrencer 
will be of no avail to his creditor. And here lies 
the great distinction between this act, which is 
nothing but an insolvent law, and a real bankrupt 
law, which always gives the creditor the right to 
choose the time for instituting proceedings and di- 
vesting the property. The creditor would choose 
the time when there was something to be saved; 
the debtor, when there was little or nothing. What 
wiil the creditors receive in the distribution of an 
estate so surrendered? Under the best circumstan.- 
ces, and where the creditor chooses his time, the 
expenses ofien swallow up the principal part of the 
surrendered effects. The assignee’s expenses, and 
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So wue.is this, that it is proverbial; and when, in 
the discussion of the bankrupt bill in this cham- 
ber, a dozen years ago, Mr. Randolph compared a 
bankrupt’s estate in the hands of assignees, to a 
lump of butter in a dog's mouth, the comparison, 
strong as it was, was considered to have as much 
of truth as sarcasm in it. Such being the case 


where the creditor chose the time when the sur- | 


render .of effects should take place, what would it 
be when, the debtor is to choose the time? 


2. The.. place of instituting the proceedings 
He | 


gives another great advantage to the debtor. 
chooses his place. He chooses out of the twenty- 


six States, the three Territories, and the District of i 
|: was the sum mentioned in the committee, and no |: 
q 
ii 
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Columbia. He has this choice; for the proceedings 
are.to be had at the place where the debtor resides 
at the time of instituting them. 


at the time;.and this gives the debtor great advan- 
tages over the creditor. The abrogation of the 
debt.may take place far removed from the place 
where.it was contracted, and far from the residence 
of the creditor. . Persons meaning to take the bene- 
fit of the act, if.so disposed, can go and establish a 
residence where they please, aud proceed almost 
unmélested by their creditors. Iowa, Wiskonsin, 
Florida, Arkansas,Missouri, may become the places 

` for trying cases, which originated in the Atlan- 
tic States. Creditors may be called such vast dis- 
tances from home that they may choose to give up 
their claim, rather than pursue it at such a sacrifice 
of time and money. 

3. The notice for bringing in the creditor is most 
inadequate and uncertain. It is not uatil after the 
debtor is decreed to be a bankrupt that the creditor 
is intended'to know any thing of the proceeding, 
Up to that point it is expressly, and on. purpose, an 
er peste proceeding. It is-only after the decree 
that he ;is intended to have notice;.and he is then 
permitted to come.in merely to contest the right to 
the final. discharge... Then his right to know what 
is geing on, and to: become party to the final pro- 
ceedings; accrues; and his chance for notice is a 
publication of twenty days in some newspaper de- 
signated by the: court. This is the only chance 
whieh; the creditor is to.have, to find out what is 
going on; it may be at the distance of five hun- 
dred or a thousand milesfrom him; and, not merely 
to find: it out, but to repair to the 
head -against the discharge. 
quate provision for notice. Creditors in fall life, 
health, and activity, ready and able to attend to 


their affairs, would find it difficult to avail themselves 


of so short a notice; but whatis to become of wido ws, 
orphans, absentees,. the sick, and that long list 
of persons who may find it out of their power to 
attend? What is to become of those who do not take 
the paper which contain. the notice, or who 
were prevented from receiving it, by a faib 
ure. in the maill, To all these there is no 
notice at ali. The twenty days roll on; they 
can. do nothing; and, in the short space of two- 
thirds of a moon, their money is gone. 

4. The courts for the trial of these cases are to be 
always open, and the Proceedings are to be sum- 
mary and expeditious. The usual legal forms are 
to be: dispensed with; brevity and Tapidity are to 
mark the steps of the judge. The disirict courts 
are ‘to. be ‘converted into pie poudre tribunals— 
where decisions :are to be made as fast as dust can 
be shaken: from the foot; and this without being 
recorded at large, though the proceedings are to be 
matter of record. Such is the haste, the informality, 
the want of time for deliberation, which is to 
attend proceedings by which the fearful process 
of abolishing debts, at the will of the debtor, may 

‘be harried on. - 

5. Two years is the time allowed for the act to 
ran...It isto be an act for two years, and no 
more. Ido not object to the shormess of time 
because: it may not be sufficient for the purpose it 
proposes, namely, for an abolition of debts at the 
will of the debtor; but I point out this short dura- 
tion of the:act, as an evidence of its character—as 
a circumstance which shows it to be no system— 
which identifies it as a temporary, one sided, relief 
law, for the. benefit of existing debtors. ~ 

6. After all, the bill is not to be applicable to al: 


He files his peti- i, 
tion in the court of the district in which he resides `` 


scene, and make 
This is a most inade- 


Bankrupt Bill—Mr. Benton. 


ing debts. There is to bea line of division be- 
tween the debtors—a horizontal line; these above 
the line are to have relief—those below it are de- 
nied it. This results from the amount which the 
| debtor must owe in order to entitle himself to the 


. benefit of its provisions. The bill provides for an ` 


reporter of the bill, said Mr. B. (addressing him- 


amount which it is proposed to insert? 


_ to move a particular sum, but $500 had been men- 
i tioned in the committee.] 
: Mr. B. continued: Five hundred dollars. That 


Five hundred dol- 
lars must be considered, then, as the amount ne- 
cessary to be owed, to entitle a person to the relief 
of the act. Now, this is arbitrary and unequal: it 
| cuts off the small dealers—the persons of little pro- 
perty—the laborers; it cuts them off from the bene- 
fit of the act, and operates as an encouragement 
to people te go largely in debt, as the large debtors 
are to be relieved, and the small ones not. It 
makes the act exclusive for large dealers, and this 
contrary to the principle of equality which is pro- 


‘ other sum is mentioned here, 


` amount, but leaves the sum in blank. Will the | 
` self to Mr. CLAYTON of Delaware,) name the ;, 


[Mr. Crayton said he had not been instructed | 
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the court expenses, swallow up the principal part. ||} debtors—the relief is not to be for all persons ow- || bankruptcy. Yes, one year before the decree! and, 


as the time of this decree depends entirely upon 
the will of the debtor, he has only to delay it for a 
year and a day, after he had sunk his estate at the 
gambling table; and then justice is ready to put him 
on a footing with the unfortunate and the innocent, 
whose property has been destroyed in the conflagra- 
tion of a city, a storm at sea, or a tornado in the 


: land. Better far to strike out such an illusory pro- 


vision, than to retain it in its present mock 
shape! 

No distinction is made in the bill for classes of 
debtors, essentially distinct in themselves. The 
depositary, who may have violated his trust—the 


| assignee, who may have converted to his own use, 


the property put into his hands for the benefit of 

credilors—guardians, who may have plundered 

their wards—spendthrifis—gamblers—a'l are put. 
on an equal footing with the unfortunate and the 

innocent. The bill shocks the moral sense, by con- 

founding the eternal principles of right and wrong, 

and making no distinction between the unfortunate 

and the criminal. 

These are the details, and their practical opera- 
tion, and they make more objectionable that which 


' was bad enough in ils principle. Far from softens 


fessed in the bill, and without any foundation in ` 


reason and justice. 


The weight of debt is rela- | 


live, not absolute. T: depends upon the amount of | 


the debtor’s property, and net upon the amount of 
the debt. To one man, a debt of one hundred dol- 
lars is as much as a hundred thousand, or 3 mil- 
lion, is to another. To ene man, five hundred dol- 
lars is as much as five hundred thousand is to an- 
other; and, beyond question, the most numerons 
class df debtors in the United States are those who 
owe less than the minimum proposed in this bill. 
But these small debtors, numerous as they are, 
are disregarded and overlvoked by the bill. They 
' are to work out their debts in sorrow and in mi- 
|: sery, carrying their endless load to the grave; while 
| the dashers—the large debtors—clear out theirs by 
| a declaration and a surrender. 

Such are the details—a few of them—and evi- 
dently all contrived for the benefit of the debtor, 
and effectually calculated to insure his discharge. 
In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred the discharge 
will follow the petition as certainly, an) almost as 
rapilly, as the bolt follows the fash, and will ex- 
hibit, perhaps, the largest abolition of debts which 
has ever been seen at any one time under a Govern- 
ment of law and order. The gentlemen who con- 
duct the bill, and advocate its passage, present an 
imposing view of the number of debtors to be re- 
lieved by it, and the amount of their liabilities. 
They say, and that truly, that there has been no 
bankrupt law in our country for forty years. 
They say further that the number of persons now 
petitioning amount to 200,000, and they compute 
300,000 more to be awaiting the passage of the bill, 
who have not petitioned. Without vouching for 
the correctness of these numbers, I still undertake 
| to say that the bill contemplates the largest and 
most fearful! abolition of debts that has ever been 
seen ina country of law and order. 

If the creditor chances to hear of what is going 
on, and is fortunate enough tu arrive at the court 
before the twenty days are out, what is he then to 
do to prevent the discharge of his debtor? He is 
to prove acts done in contemplation of taking the 
benefit of this law; he is limited to those acts; and 
is, consequently, cut off from all previous exami- 
nation into his debtor’s conduct. Now the act is 


deb's, no matter when contracted. - The debts 
may be five, ten, twenty, (or, as gentlemen argue,) 
even forty years old; the party may have fraudu- 
lently conveyed away, or gambled eff, or wasted, 
his estate in all that time; but no examination is to 
be had into it. Acts done in contemplation of ap- 
plying for relief under this law, are all that can be 
examined; consequently the past conduct of the 
debtor becomes ‘a sealed book,” which the creditor 
cannot open. Even the gambling, which may de- 
feat the right to the discharge, degenerates into an 
illusory and mock prohibition. It is to be that 
which exceeds a given amount, not named, aad 
which takes place one year before the decree of 


retrospective: it is to operate upon all existing | 


ing, they aggravate the evils of the principle. Up 
to the decree of bankruptcy, the proceedings are 
ex parte; after that, they are as good as ex parte, 
The creditor is lost sight of; he is expunged from 


- the transaction—all depends upon the debtor. His 
: power over the time, the place, the notice, and the 
| mode of proceeding, resolves the whole into an ex 


parte affair for his own benefit. Any person owing 
above $500, that is to say, every persun except the 
laboring and smali dealing part of the community, 
may step into a court, and, on surrendering the 
wrecks of an estate, absolve himself from his debts 
as readily as he would divest himself of his hat 
and coat. A surrender of the property in hand— 
the wreck which may be left after a life either of 
misconduct, or of misfortane—discharges the con- 
tract, and absolves the connection between the debt» 
or and creditor. A surrender of a fragment 
of property does it, although the debt might 
not have been contracted on the faith of 
property, but on the faith of character- 
capacity for husiness—expectations—profession 
—trade—salary—income. Property is far from. 
being the sole, or even the most general foundation 
for credit among us: it is far from being the sole 
resource for the payment of debts. It is often to 
other resources that the creditor looked at the very 
time that he gave the credit; and surely itis an un- 
justifiable exercise of legislative power to cut him 
off from all these resources by a retrospective law, 
giving him no chance for an actual or implied con- . 
sent te the proceeding. In every bankrupt law in: 
the world, and even in every insolvent law, the 
creditor consents to the proceeding, either actually 
or impliedly, by commencing the process, or be- 
coming a party to it, either of his own will, or. 
upon the decision of other creditors. In all the. 
countries of the earth, the bankrupt process is op- 
tional with the creditor, compulsory against the 
debtor, and calculated to save something, while 
there is something to be saved. There is no such , 
thing as voluntary bankruptcy in the world, at the 
sole will and pleasure of ihe debtor. What is 
called voluntary bankruptcy in England, must be 
voluntary on both sides. The debtor begins, and | 
admits the fact of bankruptcy; the creditor assents, 
and then the proceeding goes on, If the creditor 
does not assent, nothing is done. This is the way 
itis in England. In our own country, we once 
had a bankrupt law: it contained no such feature 
as that which is now proposed. In 1821 and 1827, 
attempts were made to establish a bankrupt sys. 
tem; but no such feature as that now introduced 
was ever thought of. The bill of 1827, in this - 
chamber commonly called General Haynes’s bill, 
did contain a voluntary clause; but it was confined . 
to those who were not merchan!s and traders; and. . 
then it was voluntary on both sides. One began, 
a the cther assented; Otherwise, nothing was 
one. Aa ; 
The bill proposes nothing—literally nothing—for 
the cfeditor; and this the gentlemen who advocate 
it admit and defend. They admit it does nothing 
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for the creditor, and they justify this omission upon 
the ground that the States have passed laws for 
their benefit—to enable them to sue—recover—pro- 
Segute to judgment—execution, é&c. Surely this 
argument, if it will apply to one side, will apply 
to the other. ‘The States have made as many laws 
for the debtor as for the creditor; they have passed 
Jaws both to discharge the person and the actions. 
They bave done as much on one side as on 
the other; and if one side is to rely on State laws, 


why not the other? But the argument is wholly | 
invalid. A bankrupt law must be complete in it- : 


self. Itmust be a system, and a system within it- | 


self, It cannot be helped out by extraneous legis. 
lation: it cannot be helped out by State Jaws: it can- 
not consist one-half of Federal, and the other half 
of Siate legislation. 
and changeable legislation of thirty States and Ter- 
titories as part of its code; much less can it tell the 
judges todo so. At all events, it should give sta- 
bility to this State legislation if it is to be relied 
upon. The adoption of it should be permauent; 
otherwise the States may alter it all; and then there 
wauld be nothing for the creditor. But I forbear: 
the objection is fatal, and gentlemen feel it to be 
so. By their answer, they admit the one-sided 
character of their bill, and they admit that it ought 
not to be one-sided. They admit that the creditor 
should have some rights over the conduct and pro- 


securing these rights in their system of bankruptcy, 
they peter them all to State legislation! 
What are to be the consequences of such a bill, 


It cannot adopt the variant `` 


of the chamber. Sir, isthis accidental, or is it 
systematic? Is it chance, or is it part of a system 
which seeks periodically, at the last long session 
before each Presidential election, to agitate the 
publie mind with some vast scheme addressed to 
the feelings, or to the interests of sections or classes? 


` Since twenty years that [have sat in this cham- 


| scientous discharge of public duty. 


ber, I have witnessed, periedically, these seductive 
and agitating movements, so well calculated to 
influence votes in the coming contest. In 1824 
and 1828, it was the tariff and in‘ernal improve- 


ment: in 1832, it was the national bank and the : 


distribution of land revenue: in 1836, it was a 
distribution of forty milliens of surplus revenue: 
now, in 1840, itis the abolition of debis under 
the simulated name of a bankrupt law. Eachof 
these schemes, supposed to be irresistibly popular 
have been pressed by the same party, at the same 
relative point of time, with the same apparent 
objects—and, thus far, with the same results. The 
intelligence and patriotism of the people have 
sustained those who have disregarded apparent 
popularity when it comes in conflict with a con- 


internal ‘improvement—-national bank—-land 
revenue—surplus—all failed to control the Pre- 


: sidential elections on the eve of which they 


i, were brought forth. The tribunal of the public 
perty of his debtor; they admit this; but instead of «| 


supposing it to ripen into a law? What are to be ‘ 
its consequences, present and future—pecuniary and : 


mora]—at home and abroad? An immediate effect 
would be to make many poor, who are now con- 
sidered independent! In relieving bankrupts, it 
would make bankrupts! In freeing many- from 
their debts, it would deprive nany of their future 
support! Widows, orphans, and men of every 
occupation, might suddenly be stripped of their in- 
heritance or their earnings. The banks might 
Jook out for heavy losses. Upon the public morals 
the effect would doubtless be unfortunate. It would 
tara the mind in the wrong direction. Instead of 
looking to the ultimate discharge of obligations by 
gradual payments, and equitable compromises, (so 
rarely denied to the industrious, or to the unfortu- 
nate,) it would induce an immediate resort to the 
court togetrid of a disagreeable load. To :cut, 
and not untie, the gordian knot, would be the pro- 
cess. To the rising generation it would present a 
contagious and pernicious example. Young men 
jast entering into life, seeing half a million of their 
elders going forward to cancel their debts, at their 
own will, might be induced to think too light'y of 
debt, and rush into liabilities from which they saw a 
facile way of releasing themselves. Upon our 
eredit abroad, the effect could not be otherwise 
than bad. The bill is to take in “‘al/l persons what- 
soever” who owe above acertain amount ($500;) 
and, therefore, may release those whose creditors 
are in Europe, and who can know nothing of what 
isgoing on here. Even a fugitive from Europe, 
within a few days after touching our shores, and 
before his creditor could know where he had gone, 
might free himself from liability, and live in luxu- 
ry upon a plundered estate. ; 
I am astonished at the suddenness and impeta- 
osity of this demand, not for a bankrupt system, 
for that is nataral after the career which the paper 
system has been running in our country; but I am 
astonished at this sudden demand for a mere 
insolvent law, at the will of the debtor. It seems 
to have broken out all at once; We have had 
Tepeated applications for a bankrupt system, never 
before for an abolition of debts. Allof a sudden 
this new demand is presented to us, and pressed 
upon us, and .with every appearance of being a 
party movement. It seems to have commenced in 
this chamber. All the petitions ask for a general 
law:. they use the: word general: none ask for a 
special act. The idea of this special law seems ‘to 
have originated here. Zeal and syrapathy for the un- 
fortunate d-btor, which: has- slept so long—which 
wassilent at the last session-and thë session before, 
and even the session before that; this zeal, and 
this sympathy, has now bursted forth in a torrent, 
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opinion condemned them all; and to that same 


: tribunal we appeal again to condemn this scheme 
', for an abolition of debts, stamped as it is with 
. every feature which distinguished the propositions 
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for abolition of debts, made in the latter days of 
the Roman Republic by the rival candidates for 
the consulship and for the tribune. 


Tariff— ' 


Ido not think the present session the propitious : 


one for beneficial action on this subject. Five 
hundred thousand voters, demanding the passage 
of a law, on the eve of an election, must have an 


influence upon the hopes and fears of the lawgiver, | 


as well as upon his judgment and conscience. 
Since they have waited so long, I should have pre- 
ferred the delay ofa few months more. Still, the 
subject is before us, and we are here; 


and tam k 


willing to act, and to do what I believe to be my . 
duty. I am ready te assist in framing an act which |, 


shall be general in its provisions, and just inits | 
application—which shall do justice to ‘the creditor | 


as well as to the debtor—which shall apply to 
trading and money deaiing corporations, as well 
as to trading and money dealing individuals— 


which shall be compulsory with regard to traders ` 


and dealers, whether natural or artificial—which 
shall be optional with respect to other classes 01 the 
communitv—and which shall distinguish between 
misfortune and miscondact. A bill framed upon 
this general and equitable basis might pass; a bill 
framed upon the narrow basis of relieving debtors 
alone, it would seem to me, cannot pass. If those 


| who are for including corporations, and those who 
are for relieving debtors, would act together, the | 


200,000 petitioners who have appeared here, and 
the 300,000 more which are said to be behind, 
might find the equitable relief which the debtors’ 
own consciences would approve: if not, all may be 
lost. We offer to legislate on this broad and egni- 
table basis. The bill of the minority farnishes the 
true basis for the enactment of a bankrupt system. 


We offer to provide for all; and it is for the gen- 


tlemen on the opposite side tosay that all shal} 
miscarry if they are not allowed to provide for one 
part, and one side, only. 

Mr. BENTON went on to say that the inclu- 
sion of incorporations was the hinge upon which 
the passage of any bankrupt law depended. «If 
included, all the rest would become matter of de- 
tail, easy to be adjusted; if excluded, many Sena- 
tors, of whom he was one, would oppose any bill 
that could be framed. ‘The question, then, is upon 


the inclusion of these corporations;—I mean the’ 


money dea'ing and trading corporations—and, 
dropping ali other views of the subject, I shall 
confine myself to this single point, and examine 
the reasons why these institutions should, or 
should not, be included in the provisions of a 
general bankrupt iaw. = eae Sgt A 
‘Lam of opinion that they ought to be so in- 
claded, and that for numerous and cogent reasons. 
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and with irrepressible violence, from the other side First on account of their number. Vast is the 


number of these institutions, and constantly in- 
creasing, and already embracing sucha large num- 
ber of persons that, te exclu le them from a bank- 
rupt law, would be to exclude an immense pro- 
portion of the business part of the community. 
The banks alone amount to near one thousand; 


: other trading corporations may bs stiil more nu- 


merous; and if chariersof incorporation are to be 
protections against the penalties of bankruptcy, 
all that are rich enough to buy them may go forward 
and do so. A bonus gets a charter—and a charter 
for any thing—for any species of business that the 
head or the hand of man can carry on. Great 
then as the number of these chaits:s now are, 
and numerous as are the indiviluals embraced by 
them, the prospect is that of a vast increase; and, 
therefore, for their numbers alone, they should be 
included. ‘The onission of so numerous a body 
would make too great a chasm ina core of lawin- 
tended to apply to the inhabiiants of a country of 
free and equal privilezcs, Therefore, and for 
their numbers, I wou'd bave them included. 

Next for their wealih. Great is the wealth— 
vast the dealings of these instiiations. They count 
by the million, the ten millions, and the hundred 
millions. Their capitals are large—their dealings 
three or four times larger. One of these institu- 
tions alone has a capitalof thirty-five millions of 
dollars; its dealings, as shown in its published 
accounts, exceed an hundred million of dollars. 
This, certainly, is the largest; but many others are 
proportionately great; and the argregate of the 
whole is enormous. In debts, property, and effects, 
these institutions are becoming the great property 
holders of the country. They are becoming what 
the churches and monasteries were in England, 
when they were computed to hold the one third part, 
of the wealth of the kingdom, and when the public’ 
required the law.. of mort mdin to be applied to 
them. Sir, it is absurd, in our country, to think of 
subjecting the property of individaals to the bank- 
rupt remedy, and to exempt from it the enormous 
wealth of the corporations. 

The nature of their dealings is another reason 
for subjeeting these institutions to this process. 
They deal in money and exchanges; they furnish 
currency and receive deposites; they force a credit 
from every body by putting netes mto circulation 
which every person is forced to receive. They 
exact punctuality from others, and should te punc- 
tual themselves. Besides all the remedies of the law, 
they have pecular remedies of their own—that of 
the protest and sopping thecredit. They protest a 
man, and stop, his credit, besides suing, selling cut 
his property, and incarcerating his person. They 
exact punctuality from the community, and should 
be punctual themselves. They deal in what 
concerns the whole community, and constitute 
themselves creditors to the whole community, 
whether the community will or not. They force 
themseives to become the creditors of a'l—the rich 


“and the poor—the laborer and the employer—the 


children and servants even. They assume to sùp- 
ply a currency, convertible into specie at the wilt 


, of the holder, and they refuse to pay it when they 
| please. 


It dealings of this kind ‘are not to be 
enforced under the penalties of bankruptey—deal- ° 
ings in which punctuality is the essential ingredient 
—how ean you visit with those penalties the cur- 
rent delinquencies of mere individuals? 

This is the nature of one branch of their deal- 
ings—their apprepriate and proper dealings; but 
banks of late have beceme merchants and traders, 
engaging in all manner of trade, from the great 
staples of cotton, tobacco, beef, pork, and flour, 
down to chickens, eggs, and butter. Instead of aid- 
ing merchants and traders, they have become their 


` tivais—great, powerful, and menopolizing rivals; 
- and, while making a bankrupt law to include small 


traders, even the smallest, with what justice can 
we exclude these corporation merchasts, who fly 
from their proper sphere, and deal in millions, 
and become the rivals of those they were created _ 
toaid? a, 

Their privileges. ‘They possess great and extra- .. 


ordinary privileges; and I have no idea of adding 


tothe number of these privileges by exempting 
them from the operation of a law directed against 


= ter. 
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other debtors. They have the benefit of all the 
laws against debtors: if a bankrupt bill is passed, 
they will have the benefit of it, without being sub- 
ject to it. They will be included in the list of cre- 
ditors for a pro rata distribution of the bankrupts 


effects, although no one can get a distribution of | 


their effects. Their whole existence is made up of 
privileges, and why add to the number? Sir, it is 
not extension, but diminution of privileges for 
which these artificial bodies ought to look. They 
have enough now, and too many. Most of them 
pay no taxes; the property of. the stockholder, as 
well as his person, is exempt from liability for their 
debts; they sue their debtors, and sell their proper- 
ty, and send their bodies to prison. They have 
the privilege of stamping bits of paper with figures 
and pictures, and forcing them upon the communi- 
ty for money: they have the privilege of usury; for 
they may lend, and that by law, three, four, or five 
paper dollars for each silver one they possess, and 
draw interest upon the whole. 
this, they take the privilege of becoming bankrupt 
when they please. They place at defiance, when 
they please, the laws of the country and the princi- 
ples of morality; they violate ail their own pro- 
mises, and compel others to violate theirs. Such 
are the privileges which they possess, and which 
they take; privileges already too great for the cause 
of merals, the good of the community, or the safety 
of Government; and, not contented with all this, 
are we still to add to the mass, and to invest these 
corporations with the high privilege ef exemption 
irom a bankrupt system? 

Their strength is another reason for bringing 
the Federal arm to bear upon these institutions. 
They are too strong fur the individual arm, or 
even for the State arm. 
in their suspensions and resumptions at their own 
will, without regard to the laws of the States, or 
the threats of their creditors. They are above law 
and government; and in a country of law and go- 
yernment, no individuals and no institutions should 
claim that pre-eminence. Long and sad. experi- 
ence convinces us that these institutions are too 
powerful for the State Governments, and for the 
people: let us try, thes, the strength of the Fede- 
ral Government upon them. 
per that the Federal Government should measure 
strength with them. As the guardian of the constitu- 
tional currency, this Government is bound to ex- 
ert its constitational power to preserve that cur- 
rency, and to restrain the conduct of those who 
would ruin it. Itis the banks which ruin it; and 
the bankrupt process is the remedy for their con- 
duct. Asbanks, Congress has no direct power 


over them; batas bankrupts, its authority is full | 


and absolute. 

Their structure and organization render them 
very fit for the bankrupt process. They are arti- 
ficial beings, and are managed by trustees. To 
put them in'o the hands of assignees, is only to sub- 
stitute one set of trustees for another, and that afier 
the first set had shown themselves to be unfortu- 
Bate or incapable. It isa mere change of mana- 
gers; and why not change them? If the natural 
man may be divested of his property, and see it 
placed in the hands of assignees for his private 
debts, why not divest these artificial beings of pro- 
perty not their own,for the satisfaction of their pub- 
lic debis? Every bank isa public institution, It 
is created bv law fur public purposes; and it be- 
comes indebted to the public at large by furnishing 
a public currency. In this public character, then, 
and in this artificial structure and organization, 
a bank becomes far more proper than an indi- 
vidual for the application of the bankrupt pro- 
cess. 

The nature of their property presents these cor- 
porations as the most convenient subjects for the 
operation of laws which supersede the possessor 
by an assignee. Their property is money and 
debts. They have very little, except the debts 
which are due to them; and these debts can be 
transferred to other hands fer collection, witheut 

trouble or expense. Not so with the property of a 
natural person, and especially of a farmer or plan- 
With them their property is of a kind not to 
be taken out of the owner’s possession, without 
great loss and expense. Ft is growing crops—or 


In addition to all | 


We vee this exemplified | 


It is peculiarly pro- | 


a 
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crops just gathered—or going to market—or flocks, 
herds, and slaves—or lands and houses. These 
are things not to be transferred from the owner to 
an assignee, without great loss and expense; yet 
natural persons, with this.property, may be super- 
seded in the possession by assignees, while the ef- 
fecis of a bank, consisting of debts, cannot be 
transferred! 

Another great reason for this inclusion of banks 
in the bankrupt law is, that it is the only way to 
make the real debtors of a bank pay up. ese 
real debtors are usually the officers and stockhold- 
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their dealings—the nature of their obligations to 
the country—their privileges—their artificial struc- 
ture and organization—their strength—their con- 
tempt for their smal! creditors—their faculty to ruin 
the currency, and the duty of Congress to prevent 
them from ruining iı—all combine to demand the - 
remedy of the bankrupt process. 

The benefits to result to the community from this 
exertion of Federal power over the trading and 
money dealing corporations, are great and striking. 


| Besides the advantages implied in what has already 


ers of the institution; they are the great debtors, © 
and they do not sue themselves, and protest them- ;: 
selves, and make themselves pay up. They can ` 
perform such operations on others, but as to them- `, 
selves, it is more profitable to wait until the notes © 
and stock are depreciated, and then buy in low, ` 


and pay off at par. This is knewn to be too often 


the case; and to prevent it—to prevent this depre- - 


ciation—to prevent a depreciation which suits the 
interest of the principal debtors—these debtors 
should have their obligations placed in the hands 
of others for collection. 


do not pay: these largest debtors are interested in 


| depreciating the notes and the stock, and are able 
' todo it. To supersede them by assignees, is the 
1 remedy for this evil. 


Justice to the small creditors requires this reme- 
dy against the banks. When these institutions 
stop payment they owe a multitude of persons, 


and most of them in no condition to go and prose- : 
cute a suit forthe ameunt of the notes they hold. . 


Their only resource is te sell at a discount, or to 
lose all. Not so with the large creditors. They 
are in a condition to go and attend to their interest 
—to sue, or compromise, or make arrangements, 
or receive an assignment of the whole effects. 
Thus the weaker part of the community—the part 
least able to bear a loss—must bear it all! an in- 
justice which can readily be prevented by the in- 
tervention of legal assignees to receive all the ef- 
fects of the institution—to collect all its debts— 
and to® pay all its creditors their rateable propor- 
tion. Suits against banks by their small creditors 
isan absurdity. Expenses, delays, appeals, render 
it absurd to sue them. They are actually inde- 
pendent of law, as they are of Government; and a 
new power must be found to contend with them. 
The conduct of these institutions is another rea- 


son for depriving them of the conduct of their own `: 


affairs when they violate their engagements. Their 
conduct is to stop payment when they please, and 


It isabsurd to suppose `; 
that the officers of a bank will make themselves || 
| pay. They never do it; and here is one of the 
| greatest vices of the system. The largest debtors , 


been said, several great and peculiar benefits 
would result, which have only to be stated to com- 
mand the general approbation. At the present 
time, a bankrupt law passed by Congress, and ap- - 
plicable to banks, would accomplish that purpose 
which is so ardently desired all over the Union: it 
would fix the day for the resumption of specie pay- 
ments! The day fixed in the act—and that would 
of course be at some convenient time ahead—would 
be the day for resumption. All the good banks 
would conform to it: all the bad ones would be 
passed into the hands of assignees, and their af- 
fairs would be wound up. This isa consummation 
devoutly to be wished; and, while many are la- 
menting the want of a power adequate to this great 
result, we point to the bankrupt remedy vested in 
Congress by the Constitution, and show them the 
power which can coerce a general and simultane- 
ous resumption at any time that the representatives 
of the people shall think proper to require it. 

To prevent future suspensions, will just as natu- 


| rally be the effect of such a law as will be the co- 


: ercion of a general resumption. No suspension 


could afterwards take place. The phrase, and the 
fact, would disappear from our banking system. 
The bank which stopped payment would be wound 


| up: those which followed her example would be 


wound up. They would all come under the cate- 
gory of insolvents, and would be treated accord- 
ingly. They would be taken into custody instanter 
—their directory changed—and their affairs put 
into the hands of assignees. The consequence 
would be, that none would stop payment but the 
really insolvent; and these would give no example 
for others to follow. The demoralizing spectacle 
ofa bank doing business—making loans—sharing 
dividend:—circulating paper, while refusing to re- 
deem her notes, would no longer be seen. Justice 
would take possession of such an institution, and 
assign her a place which would make her an ob- 
ject to be shunned, instead of an example to be 


; followed, and put an end to profits which resulted 


to resume when they please—to refuse payment of © 


the smallest sum when their coffers are full—and 


even to ship specie by the hundred thousand, and : 


by the million of dollars, to foreign creditors, 


while refusing the smallest payment to those at | 


home. This is the conduct of banks—not all, but 
some-—and it is to cerrect such conduct as this 
that we demand the inclusion of these institutions 
in the provisions of the bankrupt code. It is noto- 
rious that the Bank of the United States, both in 
the suspension of 1837 and 1839, made it her busi- 
ness and her boast to ship millions of dollars to 
England while refusing to pay a shilling here. 
And why? Because a commission of bankruptcy 
would have been issued instanter against the Jau- 
don establishment in London for nen-payment, 
while no such commission could issue against the 
mother institution in Philadelphia. Here is acom- 
plete proof of the benefit of a bankrupt law appli- 
cable to banks. The Jaudon establishment is a 
branch of the Bank of the United States: it is sub- 
ject to the laws of England, and those Jaws sub- 
ject to a commission of bankruptcy every bank ex- 
cept the Bank of England. Hence the creditors 


+ 


of the Bank of the United States are punctually | 
paid in London, while repulsed with scorn and |. 


4 contempt in the United States. 


These are reasons, numerous and cogent in them- 
selves, though faintly stated, which justify the 
proposition which we make in relation to banks 


They are not merely fit and proper, but the pre- . 
eminently fit and proper, subjects of a bankrupt § 
Their great number—the vast amount of | | 


law, 


from violated laws and dishonored engagements. 
The prevention of the circulation ot all depre- 
ciated paper money weuld be another consequence 
of sucha law. The instant a bank stopped, her 
notes would be called in. The holders must im- 
mediately forward them to the assignees, otherwise 
they lose all claim for pro rata payments. This 
would take all such no'es out of circulation. It 


- would send them all home for liquidation. The 


public would be free from the pestilence of depre- 
ciated paper, and the holders would receive what 
they were worth; and that without trouble or ex- 
pense to themselves. Here, then, is an immense 
advantage to the public in keeping the circulation 
solid and convertible—in totally preventing the 
circulailon of depreciated paper. 

Preventing bad banks from governing the good 
would be another beneficial result of application 
of the bankrupt remedy to the delinquent institu- 
tions. At present the bad govern the good. The 
bad govern, both for suspension and resumption. A 


| few stop payment, either from necessity, or for po- 


litical or pecuniary objects; their conduct forces 
others to do the same; and thus an extensive sus- 
Pension is brought on, the necessity for which is 
denied by nine-tenths of those which yield to it. 
The same of resumption. A few refuse to resume; 
the rest cannot, without great danger and inconve- 
nience. Thus it was in 1837; thus itisnow. The 
Bank of the United States made both suspensions; 
prevented the resumption of 1838 for a long time, 
and still prevents resumption at present. Pecunia- 
ry objects, political objects, and actual insolvency, 
all united in her to produce this conduct; and thus 
the misconduct of one single bad bank is the cause 
of the financial evils which we have suffered, and 
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are now suffering. How quickly a bankrupt law 
would put an end to such a scandal! 

All declaim against the misconduct of the local 
banks; all call for an authority which can extend 
its power to the whole of them—a national power, 
which can reach and regulate them all. This is 
the excuse fora National Bank—it is the founda- 
tion for tbe demand for the renewal of such an in- 
stitution, The want of a regulator is so keenly feit 
by many, that they are willing to take one which is 


not named in the Constitation—which has proved | 


itself to be inadequate to the task of regulating 
others, and to need itself more regulating than any 
other. To allsuch we present the true regulator, 
in the bankrupt law, which Congress can establish 
atany moment that it pleases. There isa regn- 
lator named in the Constitution, fully adequate to 
its object, and needing no regulation itself. A 
bankrupt law, applicable to trading and money 
dealing corporations, would regulate all the banks 
in the Union; and that without the infliction of a 
single evil which results from a National Bank. 
National Bank, and put an end to evils from which 
they expect political advantages. For these rea- 
sons they oppose it; and for these reasons the De- 
mocracy should demand it. A bankrupt law 
against banks should become the rallying point 
with Democracy. All good citizens who have 
thought a Nationa! Bank justifiab'e asa regulator, 
will percelve that the Constitution presents a real 
regulator, which it depends upon the people to adept 
al any time. 

These are the benefits—a few of them—which 


would result from the inclusion of banks in a bank- — 


rapt law. They are great and striking, and such 
It would be a constitutional, efficient, and innocent 
tegalator. It would supersede the call for a Na- 
tional Bank, and therefore is opposed by all the 
friends of such a bank. 
existing evils in the currency, and therefore is op 
posed by all those who wish those evils to continue 
until the present dominant political party is over- 
thrown. Asa party, the Federalists are opposed 
to the extension of the bankrupt process to banking 
corporations, and that for the precise reason that 
such a remedy would extinguish their call for a 
as must arrest public attention; and now what are 
the reasons against including them? Gentlemen 
will pardon me. I donot mean to undervalue 
their speeches, or to disparage their capacity. I 
do not mean to say that they cannot give reasons 
when reasons exist, though it is hard thing to give 
them when they do notexist. Ihave heard their 
objections, but not their reasons. I have heard 
them object to the inclusion of these corporations, 
because they were State institutions, and held char- 
ters from State authority. Ihave heard these ob- 
jections, but no reasons to support them; and now 
it shall be my task to show that no reasons can be 
brought to sustain such objectiens. 

Certainly nothing is more respectable—nothing 
more worthy of inviolate regard—than the rights 
of the States. But what are those rights? Are 
they capricious and unbounded? or are they limited 
to what is right in itself, and to what is not forbid 
in the Constitution of the United States? Certainly 
they are so limited; and at this point I meet the ob- 
jection. I say the States have noright todoa 
thing which is morally wrong, or which is forbid- 
den in the Constitution; and this is the precise 
point at which we find ourselves. 
view altogether the question of the right of the 
States to charter banks to issue circulating notes 
convertible into specie at the will of the holder— 
leaving that question entirely of view as having 
nothing to do with the present inquiry—we come 
to the point of circulating inconvertible and depre- 
ciated paper; and boldly atfirm that no State has a 
right to do it, orto empower others to doit. The 
circulation of such paper is wrong in itself—it is mo- 
rally wrong—and jtis forbidden by the express words 
of the Federal Constitution. No State shall emit bills 
of credit: no State shall make any thing but gold and 


Leaving out of ° 


silver a tender in discharge of debts: no State shall 


make any law impairing the cbligation of con- 
tracts. Such are the injunctions of the Constitu- 
tion; and surely the circulation of depreciated bank 
notes, by Siate authority, is a clear and palpable 
violation of these clauses. A question has been 


: all law and all government at defiance. 
; is to be called State rights! 
' right of the States! 
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raised whether a bank note itself was not a bill of 
credit; and it has only escaped condemnation on 
that point on the allegation of its convertibility 
into specie at the will of the holder. On this al- 
leged character it has escaped condemnation. Con- 
vertibility alone has saved it. When it ceases to 
be convertible it degenerates atonce, without ques- 
uon or dispute, into a bill of credit, and falls under 
the prohibition of the Constitution. It is to no 
purpose to say that people may receive them or 
not—that they are not by statute made a legal 
tender. It is to no purpose to allege this. Often 
itis nottrue. Often these notes are made an alter- 
native tender: it is to take them, or get nothing for 
along time. Every authorized suspension is an 
authorized tender of depreciated paper; and even 


without these legislative enactments these depre- - 


ciated notes become a forced tender as often as the 
banks chose to stop payment, and force their paper 
upon the community. They then become a forced 
tender. No man can help himself. Specie is 
banished from circulation. It ceases to be a cur- 
rency. Those who want it must purchase it in the 
market, and pay the price for it which the holders 
chose todemand. The currency of the Constitu- 
tion is superseded by the currency of the banks. 
A confederacy of broken banks make their notes 
the forced tender in discharge of every debt, thereby 
impairing the obligation of contracts, and setting 
And this 
This is to be called a 
Sir, I repeat: the States have 
rights—real and respectable rights—only to be 
parted from with their existence. They have these 


; Tights; and, far from being vindicated, they are 
disparaged and brought into disrepute by appeal- | 
ing to these rights to cover this conduct of the : 


It would remedy all the | 


banks. The circulation of depreciated paper is 
immoral and unconstitutional, and it is a disgrace 


; to State rights to call them in to cover and protect 


such unjustifiable conduct. 

The charters of these institutions are also in- 
voked to justify their conduct. They have char- 
ters, it is said, from the Stater; and these charters 
give them privileges which Congress cannot touch. 
Sir, without questioning the rights of the States to 
grant charters, I must say that there are limits to 
these rights—that no State has a right to grant 


charters exempting a portion of its citizens from | 


the fundamental laws of society, and the eternal 
principles of justice. Whatisa charter? It is a 
bit of paper, purchased with money most usually, 
and authorizing.a man, or acompany of men, to 
carry on some trade, or business, with privileges 
and exemptions not granted to thé rest of the com- 
munity. This isa charter; and these who have 
money can buy them; and the more they are able 
to give, the more valuable and extensive will be 
the charter they obtain. Thus, the managers of 
the Bank of the United States gave Pennsylvania 
four millions of dollars for a charter of thirty years, 
and thirty-five millions of dollars, and, under the 


: mask of this charter, have twice produced a sus- 
| pension of specie payments, and inflicted the great- 


est evils on the whole country. The very. institu- 
tien which is now the Pandora’s box of America, 
gave four millions of dollars for its privilege to 
scourge and plunder the country; and is the cry of 


| charter to protect these crimes, and authorize 


this institution te goon trampling on all laws, hu- 
man and divine, and filling the whole Union with 
distress and ruin? If it is, then we know what the. 
value of money is in our country, and how far our 
principles of equality go. Those who have no 
money to pay a bonus, and to purchase chartered 
exemptions from the laws of the land, must sub- 
mit to these laws: thoze who have money may buy 


themselves off from the operation of the laws. | 
This is the effect of a charter according to the no- : 


tions of those who would plead chartered privi- 
leges in favor of an exemption frem the bankrupt 
laws. The Constitution gives Congress full power 
over all bankrupts; the banks are the greatest and 
the worst of the bankrupts; but Cengress is not to 
touch them because they have purchased a bit of 
paper from the States, filled with privileges and 
exemptions from the law! Sir, the constitutional 
power of Congress cannot be nullified in this man- 
ner; and if it could, thenval} thé rich would be- 
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come exempt from our power, and leave none but 
the poor for the operation of our laws. 

In England, all the banks, except the Bank of 
England itself, are subject to the bankrupt pro- 
cess; aud it is within the bounds of moderation to 
say that five hundred commissions of bankraptey 
have issued against banks in that kingdom within 
the last forty years. Nearly one hundred have 
been isstied in a single season of financial revul- 
sion; such as the paper system is subject to there, 
and wherever itexists. In the years 1814, 15, and 
16, no less than ninety-two commissions of bank- 
rnptey were issued against these establishments. 
The consequence was the immediate winding up 
of their aflairs—the collection of the debts due 
from their officers—the equitable distribution of 
their effects among their creditors—and the com- 
plete protection of the community against the circu- 
lation of their depreciate't paper. These banks were 
not inecrporated; they did not hold charters; but they 
were banks legaliy established; existing under an 
act of Parliament, and many of them fai trans- 
cending in amount of capital, and in the namber 
of their stockho'ders, nine tenths of the banks of 
this country. Formerly the partners in all incor- 
porated companies, were liable to the penallies of 
bankruptcy in England. They were liable under 
the statute of Elizabeth, and so continued until the 
profligate reign of Charles the Second. In that 
reign a commission of bankruptcy was issued 
against a member of the East India Company—a 
knight—Sir John Wolstenholme by name—and the 
issue of it was affirmed in the court of king’s bench 
on appeal to that tribunal. A servile Parliament 
annulled the judgment by law, and passed another 
law to prevent such judgments from being given in 
future. Thus, the members of the most powerful 
corpora 'ions—cven of the gigantic Kast India Com- 
pany itself—were subject to this remedy until re- 
leased from it by the interference ef Parliament, 
and that during the reign of such a monarch as 
Charles the Second. ‘This is a material point ia 
our case, and the proof of it shall te made clear. 
I will read the two acts of Parliaraent to which I 
refer, and make good the positions which I have 
assumed. Here are copies of th? two acts: 

First act, to annul the judgment. 

“Whereas, a verdict and judgment was had in the Easter 
Term of the King’s Bench, whereby Sir John Wolstenholme, 
Knight, and adventurer in the East India Company, was found 
liable to a commission of bankrupt only for, and by reason of a 
share which he had in the joint stuck of said company: Now, 
&c. be it enacted, that the said judgment be reversed, annulled 
vacated, and for nought held,” &c, 

Second act, to prevent similar judgments in future. 

“Whereas divers noblemen, and gentlemen, and persons of 
quality, no ways bred up to trade, do often put in great stocks 
of money into the East India and Guinea Company: Be it en 
acted, that no persons, adventurers for putting in money or 
merchandise into the said companies, or for venturing or ma- 
naging the fishing trade, called the royal fishing trade, shall be 
reputed, or taken to be a merchant or trader within any sta- 
tutes for bankrupts,” 

Thus, sir, this important point is made clear. 
Under the great statute of Elizabeth, the members 
of all incorporated companies were liable to bank- 
ruptcy. They were: exempted in the reign of 
Charles the Second; and for what reason? Because 
“divers noblemen and gentlemen, and persons of qua- 
lity, no ways bred up to trade,” had invested theit 
money in these corporations, and because it suited 
the dissolute morals of that reign to exempt such 
persons from the laws which applied to the rest of 
the community. This was the erigin of corpora- 
tion exemption from the penalties of bankruptcy in 
England; and from this source we obtain the ex- 


' amples to exempt them in our America! 


In all the bills proposed in the United States, and 
in the only one which ever ripened into law, bank- 
ers and brokers were included in the list of those - 
subject to the bankrupt process. Bankers and 
brokers have always been included; and now why 
exclude banks? A banker keeps.a bank, and he is 
liable. A company of bankers keep a banli, and 
they are liable. The want of a charter makes them 
liable; that-is to say, the want of license of exemp- 
tion from law purehaseable for money. This is a 
distinction without foundation in reason, and can- 
not be recognised. .The same men, carrying on 
the same business, doing the‘same acts, shall or 
shall not be liable to.a bankrupt law, according as 
they shall or shall not have this little talismanic 
bit of paper in their-pecket, which they can pur: 
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chase for money. The banker Girard was subject 
to a bankrupt law, but the Girard Bank is not sub- 
ject to it! This is preposterous, and what no one 
can agree to; yet itis the conclusion to which we 
are driven by making the artificial being, fabrica- 


ted by the Legislature tor money, superior to the . 


nateral man, created by the Deity after his own 
img e.* 

There is nothing in the objection: there are no 
Teasons to support it: money dealing and trading 
corporations are not entitled toexemption from 
bankrupt laws: and it is no infraction of State 
rights to include them in such laws. Charters 
which would grant such exemptions are immoral 
and unconstitutional, and should be scouted by all 
authorities, legislative and judicial. The whole 
weight of the argument isin favor of their inclu- 
sion, and so is the weight of‘authority. The 


weight of names and opinions are in its favor— | 


names of weight, and recorded opinions, second | 


our proposition. Sir, this is not the first time that | 


the proposition has been made to subject these cor- | 
oppose the proposition to give us reascns—to enter 


porations te the penalties of the bankrupt process. 
Mr. Dalias and Mr. Crawford, both eminent ju- 


rists, and Secretaries of the Treasury, proposed it ` 


in their time. They proposed it twenty-five years 
ago, when the conduct of the banks was as bad as 


itis now, and when it seemed impossibie to com- | 


pel them to resume specie payment. They both 


proposed the bankrupt process, and showed it to be | 


a prompt, adequate,and constitutional remedy. They 
were overruled by Congress, (for the two Houses 
were well filled with bank owners,) and a national 
bank was sabstituted. The creation of a national 
bank, in 1816, was the substitute for the bankrupt 
remedy; and we have all seen how it has worked. 
The remedy was far worse than the disease! The 
bank which was to compel resumption in 1816, 
was only saved from suspension in 1818, by the 
use of all the public money; and has twice failed 
since when deprived of that money. The great 
regulator needed regulating more than those which 
it wascreated to control. That experiment has 
been tried, and woful bas been its issue! Time 
and experience have proved that the Secretaries, 
Daltas and Crawford, were right in the preference 
which they give to the bankrupt remedy. In 1826 
this question came up again. It came up in the 
Senate of the United States, and numerous and 
weighty were the names which declared for the 


bankrupt remedy. Twelve Sena‘ors declared for || 


of eleven of those I am permitted 
the country will 
names of the 


it; and, 
to speak, and to say that 
recognise among them the 
wisest men, the fairest patriots, and stea- 
diest State rights advocates which the bis- 
tory of our country has seen. Goveraor Branch, 
of North Carolina, then a member of the United 
States Senate, moved to include banks in the pro- 
visions of the bankrupt bill then depending before 
the Senate: his motion was supported by the re- 
corded names of Messrs. Barton, Benton, Branch, 
Cobb, Dickerson, Hendricks, Macon, Noble, Ran- 
dolpb, Reed, Smith of South Carolina, and White 
of Tennessee. In this list are seen the names of 
many whcse opinions will be heard with reverence 
by the friends of the country. In this list are to 
be scen the names of those who were the fathers 
of the Republican church, and the most steadfast 
supporters of the rights of the States. It never 
entered into their heads to suppose that they were 
violating those rights by subjecting corporations to 
the laws which apply to natara! persons, and pre- 
venting the demoralizaticn and plunder of the com- 
munity by the circulation of broken bank paper. 
These sublimated conceptions.of State rights have 
been reserved for a later and for a more erratic 
school. Since the Senatorial vote of .1826, two 
other names, both graecd with the highest honors 
which the. American people can cunter, and both 
known as disciples of the.old State Rights school, 
have added their authori y to the list of opinions 
which think it competent end expedient for Con- 
gress to treat a bankrupt bank as they would a 
bankrupt. man. General Jackson, in his late 
letter to the committee of the two Houses of the 
Ohio Legislature, and Mr. Van Buren, in bis well- 
known message of 1837, to the two Houses of 
Congress, have both recommended this great mea- 


` know; and we know fall well what it is. 


sure. They have done it under the sanction of 
their names, and under the pressure of circum- 
stances, which impart the greatest weight to their 
opinions. And here let me do justice to the eleva- 
tion of sentiment, and the magnanimity of spirit 
which dictated this message of President Van Bu- 
ren. Asa Senator in this body, in 1827, he had 
voted and spoken against the proposition of Mr. 
Branch. Subsequent reflection convinced him of 
his error; and, rising far above the petty ambition 
of preserving consistency by persevering in error, 
he came forth frankly, and in a responsible mes- 
sage, to recommend what he formerly opposed. 
This is honorable in him. It shows true greatness 
of mind; and it gives to his present opinion more 
weight and value than if it had been the same from 
the beginning. Itis a revised and cerrected opi- 
nion. 

Such are the reasons for including banks in this 
bill: such the number and weight of names which 
sanction the proposition. 
reasons against it. We call upon gentlemen who 


ings that what we ask is unreasonable and unjust. 
We profess ourselves to be rational men, and to be 
accessible to reasons. We invite our opponents to 
give us reasons. They pertinaciously refuse. Of 
the two wings of the opposition to this measure, 
neither will give us reasons. The gentlemen of 
the opposite political party have a reason, we 


And now we ask for the | 


They ` 


` want a national bank; and they are against a bank- | 
rupt law against banks, because it will expunge | 


their argument in favor of that institution, This 
is their reason. The gentlemen of our political 
party confine themselves to stating objections, with- 


out sustaining those objections. They invoke State `` 


it 


rights, and charters, without showing how State 
rights and charters extend to the protection of what 
is morally and constitutionally wrong. 

The objection is invalid. The trading and mo- 
ney dealing corporations should be subject to the 
bankrupt law. Itis the only thing which can pre- 


vent the bad from governing the good; it is the ʻi 


| 
i 
| 


on!y thing which can save the good institutions ' 


from the destruction which the conduct of the bad 


is bringing upon the whole; it is the only thing ; 


which can save the community from the miseries 
of a depreciated paper currency; it is the only thing 
which the bad banks dread. I say, the bad ones: 
for, as far as I can hear, the really solvent and bu- 
siness institutions are in favor ef our proposition. 
Sir, when I speak of the banks, itis with a full 
knowledge that a difference of character is found 
among them, and with a conviction that a diffe- 
rence of language should be applied to then. I 
speak of them with discrimination, and not in 
mass, They are managed by men, and they take 


the character of the men who manage them. As ; 
men differ, so do they; and it would be as absurd | 


to give the same character to all banks, as it would 
be to give the same character to all men. 

We have two classes of banks among us, dis- 
tinguished by characters not only essentially diffe- 
rent, but entirely opposed: one class consisting of 
the commercial and business institutions, doing. as 
well as they can under the evils of a vicious sys- 
tem—the other consisting of the political and gam- 
bling institutions, wholly intent upon politics and 
plunder. Tis distinction developed itself in the 
suspension of 1837, and became confirmed in that 
of 1839; and now exists as palpable and obvious, 
to the sense, as the noonday sun. Unhappily, in 
both instances, the political and the gambling insti- 
tulions were strong enough, and dexterous enough, 
to force or seduce many into their system, which 
abhorred their conduct, and thus to spread over the 
country, far and wide, the mischiefs which they 
contrived asd created. 


without the remedies of a bankrupt law. 
is for them that the remedy. is wanted. Head- 
ed by the insti'ution which usurps and 


disgr'aces the name of the United States, and wholly |. 


intent upon politics and pluader, their steady object 


-is to scourge and pillage the country, and to excite ' 


the people against the Government, by charging 
upon it the mischiefs which they themselves create. 


This latter class are the | 
masters of the coun'ry, and . must continue. so 
It; 


Their notorious object is to enrich themselves, and 
to distress and injure the country. Mischief ig 
their sport and their profit; and an unbridled paper 
system is their instrument and shield. To make 
expansions and contractions—to put up and to put 
down the prices of property and produce—to sink ` 
the wages of labor—to make money plenty and 
scarce—to stop payment when they please, and to 
force others to do so—to suppress the circulation of 
gold and silver, and to force upon every body the 
use of depreciated paper: these are their daily 
practices; and all the mischief which they create is’ 
promptly charged upon some act, no matter what, 
of the Democratic Administration. Their power 
over prices and over the currency, is absolute and 
uncontrollable; and they wield it as wickedly as 
powerfully. Of this it is sufficient to give two in- ` 


‘ stances, the notoriety of which will supersede 


proofs, and the znormity of which will stand for an’ 
exemplification of all the rest. I speak of the flour 
speculations of 1836 °7, and the specie suppression 
of the present day. In the years 1836 and 1837, 


' the price of flour rose to twelve and fourteen dol- 


‘ into the argument, and prove to our understand- '’ lars a barrel: the cry of scarcity was raised, and 


| immense importations of foreign grain took place. 
' Several millions of dollars’ worth were actually im- 


ported. The good people of the United States were 
taught to believe that all this high price, and all 
this vast importation of bread, was owing toa 
scarcity at home—to a failure in the domestic crop— 
to the neglect of our agriculture. This was what 
they were made to believe. For two years they 
had to believe it. Finally, the tables of the 
commerce and navigation of the United States 
for those years were published; and what 
did they show? Why, that there were full crops . 
at home those very years, and that we were actu- — 
ally exporting more than we imported! This is 
what the custom-house books proved. The expor- 
tations of wheat and flour for the year ending the 


' 30th of September, 1836, were ‘$3,676,000; and 


the whole export of bread stuffs for that year, com- 
prehending Indian corn and meal, rye meal, ship 
biscnit, rice, &c. was $7,431,199. For the year 
ending the 30th of September, 1837, the exports of 
wheat and flour were $3,000,000; and the whole 
export of bread stuffs was $6,820,542. And, to . 
complete the picture, it must be added that the pre- 
cecing, and the following years—those of ’35 and `. 
*38—were equally abundant. The exports of 
wheat and flour for the year ending the 30th of — 
September, 1835, were $4,454,000, and the whole - 
value of exported breadstuffs was $8,383,997. For 
the year ending the 30th of September, 1838, the | 
wheat and flour export was $3,612,000, and the — 
whole export of breadstnffs was $6,764,664. These . 
are facts which should be known to every citizen; 
and, being known, would enable every one to esti- 
mate the power of the vicious banks over the 
prices of property, and even over public opinion, . 
and over our daily bread. For two years, the 


, whole Union was mystified on the subject of bread. 
, Deficiency athome—necessity for importations— 
| and conzeqnent enormous price, was what every 


` one had to believe. 


| 


Now it is seen that all was 
false—that there were ample home supplies during. 
the whole time, and also before.and after; and that 
in fact our exports were nearly the same for four 
years, covering the two years of importations; and 
that they have amounted in that time to nearly fif- 
teen millions in wheat and flour, and neatly thirty 
millions in breadstuffs of all kinds, Yet, with this 
equable supply, the price of flour was put up in 
that time to twelve or fourteen doilars, and is now . 


, put down to three or four dollars! And how was | 


this effected? By bank.expansions—bank contrac- 
tions—and bank monopolies! The banks made 
the rise, and now make the fall. And, as it was. 
with flour, so it was with beef, pork, butter, eggs, 
and every thing else that was used by the people. . 
All was the sport and spoil of the gambling, mono- 
poiizing, and political part of the banks; and the 
public was as much deceived and misled in its un- - 


' derstanding, as it was pillaged and plundered in its; 


property. proai te et 
So much for the floyr speculation; now for. the... 


, Suppression of specie. Over the one half of the 


Union at present a lamentable dearth of specie pre- 
vails, You may travel hundreds of miles, and 
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hardly see a piece of silver ir circulation as large 
as your thumb nail. Is this scarcity fic::iious or 
real? Is it the result of misgovernmeat ia the Ad- 
ministration, or the contrivance of misconduct on 


| 
| 


the part of part of the mischief making banks? The ‘i 


Federal party answer, misgovernment of the Ad- 


ministration; the Democracy answer, misconduct of | 


the banks. Here, thea, isa contradiction, and an 


issue; and, for its trial, let us appeal to facts. Let . 
us appeal again ww the custom-hcuse reports, and | 
see what has been the importation of specie for ` 


some years past; and let u» look to our mines and 
our mints, to see what has been the domestic suap- 
ply. Sir, we have a document on this subject, 
called for on my motion some months ago, and fur- 
nished by the Secretary of the Treasury in the early 
_part.of the session. Tt is number 290 of the Senate 
` documents, and is both full and detailed in its sta‘e- 
meats upon this vital point. It shows that the im- 
, portations of coin and bullion for the last twenty 
“years, (and two-thirds of it in the last seven years, ) 
. amount, in round numbers, to one hundred and 
seventy millions of dollars. It shows that the pro- 


. duet of our gold mines, during the same period, are | 


„near ten millions; and that our coinage, since the 
reformation of the gold standard, in 1834, and the 
legalized circulation of foreign silver at the same 
time, amounts to about fifteen millions in gold, and 
seventeen millions of silver. Excluding the coin- 
age as not adding to the acquisitions, and it is seen 

_that we have acquired by importing and mining, 

_in the short space of twenty years, the large amount 


l 


of one hundred and eighty millions ia gold and | 


silver. Add to tbat sam the amount of twenty 
„millions previously in the country, and you have 
two hundred millions. 
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not to be repeated, and forgotten. It is a fact 


to arrest public attention—to excite public thought 
—to influence public judgment—and to lead to the 
most important conciusions. The capacity of the 
ecuntry lo supply itself with any amount of gold 


; and silver immediately becomes apparent. It is 


more than double the amount of al! the bank 
notes, good and bad, which are now ia circulation 


in the whole Union! it is nearly twenty times the | 
amount of the average annual circulation of the | 


Bank of the United States during the twenty years 
of its existence! it is fully equal, per head, for 
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each inhabitant of the United States, to the mixed ` 
. circulation of England, and the specie circulation 
: of France, for their respective populations. Eng- 
: land and France, each have a circulation of four- 


teen dollarz per head for their entire population; 
that of England consisting of paper and specie; 
that of France consisting almost exclusively cf 
specie. Two hundred and ten millions, to our 
fourteen milliona of white population, would give 
give fourteen dollars and a quarter a head. Now, 
sir, this is a greater sum than the business of the 
United States could possibly employ. We conid 
not use it all, if it was all here to-day. The 
amount of circulation which can be used in a 
country depends upon the amount of its business, 
and the nature of iis business, and not upon the 
will of banks or law givers. Agricultural coun- 
tries. ase less; manufacturing and commercial coun- 


, tries, more. Thus, while England and France, 


i 


which are so eminently manufacturing and com- 


:: mercial, can employ fourteen dollars per head, 
= Russia, which is so essentially agricultural, can 


| use but tour dollars per head. 
.Make a further allowance |. 


. for the sums brought in by passengers in their own | 


trunks, and not entered on the custom-house 
books—and there is no obligation on ary one 
to make the entry—make an allowance of even 
half a million a year tor the innumerable importa- 
‘tions, small in the detail but enormous in the ag- 
‘gregate—and the total should be two hundred and 
ten millions of dollars. This is the answer which 
facts and documents give to the question—an ac- 
quisition of more specie, in the brief space of time 
that I have satin this chamber, than the business 
‘of the country could-employ or consume. And 
ow, what has become of it? Whathas become of 
these two hundred and ten millions? Sir, I can tell 
you what has become of it. A large part.has been 
melted up, to make. magnificent services of plate 
for the presidents, cashiers, directors, and stockhold- 
ers. of insolvent and fraudulent banks; another 
large part has been shipped to Europe, to pay cre- 
ditors there, while creditors at home are placed at 
defiance; another large part is now locked up in 
the vaults of three hundred and fifty suspended 
banks, which refuse a shilling for their dishonored 
notes; and, finally, another large part is in the 
hands of brokers, who discount, at their pleasure, 
the dishonored notes which the banks issue and 
tefuse to pay. This is what has become of our 
two hundred and ten millions of specie, acqaired in 
the last twenty years, and, two thirds of it, in the 
last seven. And now, sir, whose fault is it, that 
no specie is seen in circulation in the one half 
of this Union? Is the fault of the Govern- 
ment, or of the gambling and political part ef 
the banks? Ig it the fault of those who have made 
that vag acquisition of specie, or is it the fault of 
those wpe deprive the people of its use? Let the 
intelligence of any ‘citizen answer the question, 
upon the view .of the facts which I have pre- 
sented, and the truth of which is incontestable. 
Let him answer, and he wil] say. itis these banks 
which have done us this mischief, and which will 
continue to repeat it as often as jt suits their inte- 
rest and their policy to do sa, unless a bankrupt law 
intervenes to check.their career. Not content with 
merely depriving the country of the use. of so 
auch specie, they laugh at the impotency of the 
Government, and impudently proclaim that the 
specie experiment -has failed. . 

. Yessir! Twq hundred and ten millions of dol- 
lars may be computed to have been our specie ac- 
guisitions in the last twenty years, and. two-thirds 
of that sum in the. last seven years. This isa 
fact not to be lost. npon the. public mind— 


In the United 
States, where agriculture is the pursuit of the great 


— 


it 


majority of people, it is highly probable that ten or |: 
_, twelve dollars per head would be the maximum sum 


which the population could use. Barter and produce, 
make our great payments. The annual crops, and 
the annual prodact of different branches of indus. 
try, make our heavy payments. Money is only 
an auxiliary with us in the liquidation of debts. 
If we had our specie acquisitions of the last twen- 
ty years, we should have more than could be em- 


. ployed, or used in the country. Forty or fifty mil- 


lions of it would be disposable, to be loaned out in 
foreign countries. - Two hundred millions of specie 
would pay two thousand millions of annual debt, 
for it is computed, that each specie dollar changes 
hands ten times in the year. Two thousand mil- 
lions far transcend that part of our debts which 
would require to be paid in money: it would leave 
us.a surplus to loan: abroad. We should be re- 
dundant in gold and silver, if we had been able to 
retain what we have received in a few years... Vi- 
cious and criminal banks have deprived. us of it, 
and reduced half the Union to depreciated paper, 
and to miserable shinplasters. is this to be en- 
dured? and are State rights to be invoked to shield 
such enormities? 

What would be the condition of our country at 
this time if this 210,000,000 could have been kept 
in circulation, instead of being melted up, shipped 
away, and locked up,as it is? The effect would 
have been that business would be regular, stable, 
and flourishing. The price of produce and pro- 
perty would be at its natural and full amount. 
Wages would be good, and the money received for 
‘wages would be good also. The exchanges be- 
tween the different parts of the Union would be 
the freight of gold and silver between those. parts; 
Interest would be as low. as it is in France and 
Holland, and we should be in a condition, not only 
to avoid loans from abroad, but actually to lend 
yard money to the paper money countries, (as 
Holland and France lend to England,) and to 
draw gold from them in annual interest, as well as 
upon annual exports of produce. These would be 
the effects; and upon . one feature of this picture 
Itane dwell an instant, and go into details: it is on 
the point of wages for labor. Wages are low now, 
and will be lower still before the Presidential elece 
tion is over. But what would they be with the two 
hundred and ten millions of specie which we have 
acquired in the last twenty years, and whieh would 
afford a fall circulation of gold and silver? Ask 
any one who has been to Cuba! He will tell you 
what the wages of labor are there—that it is one 


|f 


j 


| 
! 


i! or seduce others into them. 
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dollar and fifty cents aday for common labor— 
three dollars a day for journeymen mechanics— 
efien six or eight dollars a dav for job work—and 
all the rest in the saiae proporuon. Sir, it is ab- 
surd to quote the examples of countries in the de- 
caving parts of the uid world, where industry lan- 
gushes, and were a crowded population clamor 
for bread, and are content with bread alone. It is 
absurd to go to such countries tor the effect of hard 
money on the prices of property, and the wages of 
labor, in the United States. They present no 
analogies to our condition. But here is a country 
just at our own coor—part of the new world—an 
apposite example—where nothing but hard money 
circulates—and where wages are higher than in 
any paper money country in the world. This is 
the example to which we should look—this the 
standard by which we should estimate the wages of 
labor in our own country, at this day, if we had 


’ been fortunate enough to have preserved the two 


hundred and ten millions of hard dollars which 
have been acquired since I have been a member of 
this body. 

Instead of all this—instead of active business, 
fair prices, plenty of specie, regular exchanges, and 
moderate interest—we have stagnation of business, 
reduced prices, specie unknown in half the Union, 


; exchanges deranged, and interest enormous; and 


all this the effect of a plan among banks and poli- 
ticians to make pressure and distress for the Pre- 
sidential election of 1840. Sir, all the evils which 
we now experience, result’from the vicious part of 
our banks—the political and gambling part~which 
make suspensions for theirown benefit, and force 
The present suspen- 
sion is for the present election, and as such I fore- 
saw and foretold it a full year before it took place. 
It took place in October, 1839: in October, 1838, I 
foresaw and foretold it. In that month, and on the 
25th day of it, I wrote thus to a committee of my 
fellow-citizens in St. Louis who -had invited me 
to a public dinner: 

“Since the veto session of 1832, the political part of the 
banks, and their confederates, have convulsed the country with 
alternate expansions and contractions of the paper currency, 
to make the people cry out fora national bank; and they are 
now preparing for another convulsion of the same kind. * * * 
The suspension of 1837 (which was a contrived piece of busi- 
ness, and onc of the objects of the distribution law) was fully 
counted upon to restore the Federal party, and its tutelary 
deity, the Bank of the United States, to full power; but it was 
made at the wrong time. It was a master stroke, but wrong 
timed. lt should have been made in the fourth, instead of the 
Årst, year of Mr. Van Buren’s administration. It was prema. 
ture. Its authors did their best to make it last until the next 
Presidential election; but the Democracy of the Union, and 
the New York banks, forced the resumption; and 
now, there. is no alternative but to. make a new 
suspension for 1340. It ia a bad chance; but it 
is the only’ chance. They are dead without it; 
and, accordingly,- all the preparations are now in 


- full progress for. that catastrophe. ' The preliminary steps 


are already taken. An expansion of the paper currency has 
commenced, to be followed at the proper time by a sudden con- 
traction, and the consequent stoppage of the banks, and the ge- 
neral derangement of the business of the country. * " * * 
But the next suspension niay not be so easy a job as the last. 
The process of resumption has developed a division among the 
banks, We have. seen a resumption and a non-resumption 
flag: in the next attempt to close the vaults, we shall see a sus- 


pension anda non suspenaicn flag. The business banks will 
‘Tesist the suspension; the political ones will force it; if they can; 
and, in this division among themselves, the community and the 
Jaws will find an auxiliary in the non-suspending banks, which 
may coe theni to frustrate the machinations of the architects 
of mischief. i : 


Sir, this is what I wrote, but not the whole of 
‘what I wrote, in the month of October, 1838; and 
the month of October, 1839, saw it verified to the let- 
ter. It saw the second suspension, and it saw the 
two flags—the suspension and the non-suspension 
fags. It saw the division among the banks, and 
the source of that division in the two cities of New 
“York and Philadelphia. It saw the mistake in 
point of time corrected, and the distress transferred 
to the fourth year of Mr. Van Buren’s adminis- 
tion, which had commenced: prematurely in the 
first. All this.itsaw, precisely as I had written it 
down twelve months before. And now, here we 
are, on the eve of the Presidential elrction, with 
this suspension, and all its evils, bearing upon the 
country, and: intended to bear. upod it, until the 
election isover. Bad enough is the state of th 
now: worse they will:be, before the month of No- 
vember is over. Those who have “one these 
things are able to continue them: th’ 6." who have 
made money scarce; and the ‘ice of labor and 
produce low, are abie toma | money still scarcer, 
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and prices still lower; and it will suit both their pe- 
cuniary and political merest tv continue the pro- 
cess uf searelly and reduction until after the Presi- 
dential election is over. ‘The country may look 
out tor adverusements that so much will be given 
for produce, if the election goes one way, and so : 
much (being the half of the other price) if it goes 
the other. Laborers may look out for similar 
advertisements with respect to their wages; and all 
that is threatened in the way of rejuction, will be 
performed. Avarice and Federalism will rejoice 
iu the double graiificauon of deluding the laborer 
and the farmer out cf his ‘vote, at the saine time 
that he is plundered of half his pay. It will 
be a double enjoyment to rule him, and plunder 
him at the same time. This will be kept up until 
the election is over. Soon after that event, (and it 
is perfectly immaterial, for this purpose, which way 
it results,) the new expansion will begin. Prices 
of stocks, produce, and property will all be run up, 
in order that thos: who have purchased low may 
sell high. By the middle of the next Presidential 
term, the expansion may be carried high enough to 
begin again the business of contraction, and to be 
ready fer another suspension, and for fresh distress 
for the Presidential election of 1844; and thus we 
are to go on, the country and its business, and the 
political rights of the people, a periodical prey to 
the political banks and their confederates, uotil a 
bankrupt law shall put an end to their nefarious 
and lawless practices. 

It is the fundamental maxim of the moneyed 
power, all oyer the world, that the people must 
feel before they can see—ibat they must suffer be- 
fore they can understand—that they are ignorant 


and capricious—and blind enough, and weak i 
enough, to be at once the victims and the instru- `; 


ments—the dupes, and the agents—of those who 
abuse them, and use them. This is the fundamen- 
tai maxim of the moneyed power; and upon it they 
have often acted in our country, and never more 
flagrantly and systematically than since the veto 
session of 1832. Since that time we have had a 
continued succession of panics, alarms, and dis- 
tresses, all contrived for political and pecuniary ef- 
fect, and charged by their authors upon the 
measures of the Democratic administratioas. Par- 
tial and transient success has sometimes attended 
this parricidal conduct, but no lasting or general 
impression has been made. The people possess 


discernment with which they are net credited, and . 
see through the veil which was intended to conceal ; 
Tuey have always seen the | 


the hidden operators. 
secret hand which was fabricating artificial dis- 
tress for the country, and concocting humbug rea- 
sons to bamboozle the ignorant. They have seen, 
and despised all these tricks and devices, and so it 
willbe again. They will see that the present pres- 
sure and distress is artificial and unnatural—that 
it is planned and contrived for the election of 1840, 
and is a regular result of the system of the money- 
ed power fot ruling and governing, what they be- 
lieved to be, the thoughtless and capricious people. 

The contest at present is, for the destruction cr 
preservation of the cnrrency; and that involves the 
Property and the Jabor of the country. To destroy 
the curreney of the Constitution, and substitute for 
it the base issues of suspending banks, is the aim 
of one party; to preserve tbe true currency, and to | 
suppress these base issues, is the aim of the other. j 
No difficulty is found in bringing gold and silver 
into the country: it comes beyond our waats. The 
difficulty is to keep it after it comes. 

Congress has many great and sacred daties to 
perform, and none greater and more sacred than 
that of guarding the currency of the Constitution. 
It is tke duty of Congress to guard this currency, 
and to protect it from every violation. The States 
are forbid to coin gold and silver: they are not 
even allowed to make currency out of the precious 
metals. Uniformity of value in that which is 
the standard and measure of all values, was 
deemed so essential to the whole Union, that every 
State surrendered its right to the coining power: it 
gave up its right to stamp gold and silver. How 
absurd then to suppose that they cau authorize a 
circulation of depreciated paper! that they can 
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authorize them to make this paper a forced tender 
in all cases when they themselves can make no- 
thing but gold and silver a tender! that they can 
authorize them to annihilate all contracts when 


the States dare not impair one! I say nothing 
about the power te charter banks to issue notes convertible in- 
to specie atthe will ot the holler. I say nothing on that head, 
for it is not involved in the present quesiion. Llimit myself to 
what is before the Senate—the circulation of base, depreciated, 
inconvertible, and spurious paper—and deny the right of any 
State to circulate such trash, or lo authorize any corporaiuns, 
or individual, to do it. 1 join issue with those who plead State 
| rights in defence of such conduct, and deny the author.ty of the 
Stare out and eut. Ideny the right, and affirm it to be the duty 
of Congress to arrest the proceeding. It is the duty of Congress 
to arrest a circulation which violates the Constituuon, and an- 
nihilates the currency of which it isthe guardian. ‘Fhe: appli- 
cation of the bankrupt remedy to bankrupt banks, is the ready 
and easy way toeffectit. A day fixed for such a law to take 
effect would be the day of resumption to al! good banks, and 
the day ofextinction toall badones. ft would be the day on 
which we could count upen the commencement of an ade- 
: quate specie currency, and the cessation of al! the evils with 
i which the gambling and political banks now afflict us. 


‘; _ The remedy is in the hands of the people. We have unveiled 


it to chem, and it is for them to apply it. | When wearied with 
! the tyranny andoppression of the criminal and vicious part of 

the banks, they can apply the remedy, and terminate a tyranny 
more odious and irresponsible than any which history has re- 
vealed toourview. For the present, we have at icast accum- 
plished two great purposes. We have vindicated the Consti- 
tution from the supposition of incompetency; and we have an- 
nihilated the last remaining pretext for a national bank. We 
have shown that our Constitution is not incompetent to its high 
functions—that it is adequate to the preservation of the true 
currency—anid that it has notoccasion to resort to 4@ monster 
bank to govern the banks of the States. 
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SPELCH UF Mik . BROWN, 
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OF TENNESSEE, 
In the House of Representative}, May 

—On the bill introduced b¥ Mr 

the freedom of elections, and 

faithful administration vfi 
tronage. 

Mr. BROWN having obtained the floor, said he 
had listened with profound attention to the argu- 
ments of both his colleagues [Mr. Genrry and 
Mr. BELL] in favor of this bill. He had done so, 
because he was desirous to know on what new 


and 20, 1840 
ELL, to secure 
provide for the 
e Executive pa- 


and again pressed on the consideration of the pub- 
‘lic, after its signal failure in the other end of the 
: Capitol, and after that deep and decided reproba- 
tion of it, which had been manifested in so many of 
the elections of this country. He was particularly 
anxious to discover whether misfortunes had not 
subdued, or at least chastened and softened down, 
some of those fierce and angry passions with which 
it was first advocated—misfortunes tbat have 
fallen with peculiar force on those gentlemen’s 
own personal and political friends. One of them, 
(Mr. BELL,] a few weeks since, on the Cumberland 
j road bill, gave us a most touching and eloquent 
description of those misfortunes. ‘He had seen, 
(said he,) during the last summer, one friend after 


and exulting majority, by which he used to be sur- 
rounded on this tioor, from his own State, was now 
sadly reduced to a selitary unit. 
other end of the Capitol, he might have told us 
that this mortality amongst his friends had been 
still greater. There, nothing was to be met with 


defeat. Sir, said Mr. B. I was anxious to observe 
that gentleman when he should walk forth amid 
the ruins which this very bill had so mainly con- 
tributed to spread around him. 
that a contemplation of them might induce him to 
pause and hesitate, and finally to abandon a mea- 
sure which has heretofore prednced such fatal re- 
sults. 
many persons have observed before, that misfor- 
tunes, when they fail to reform, are almost sure to 
harden us, and that even the dispensations of Pro- 
vidence, when not rightly improved, often superadd 
te our desperation, and plunge us still deeper into 
' those vices and follies which they were intended to 
| reform. 

I do not intend to apply such observations as 
these to the gentleman’s course generally in this 
House. I have had frequent occasions, not only to 
approve, but even to applaud, his calm and digni- 
fied mode of argument, during the disorders and 


create corporations to emit base paper when they | 
themselves cannot stamp pure gold ! that they can j 


tumults of the session. But, sir, I do mean to say 
that, on this particular subject and its kindred ones, 


paaien 


Looking at the ; 


but one entire and perfect scene of desolation and | 


I sincerely hoped | 


another dropping around him,” until that proud ; 


statement of facts, or by what new process of rea- | 
soning, this odious measure was now to be revived, ; 
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the gentleman never fails to lose his equanimity of 
temper, and to expose himself to the imputation of 
being governed more by the suggestions of passion 
than guided by the dictates of reason, or the ho- 
nest convictions of opinion. 

In much of that argument to which I wish now 
to reply, the gentleman seemed determined to have 
no compeer in bold denunciation, in reckless in- 
vestive, in wild and furious declamation. He 
seemed to imagine that he had driven Democracy 
inio its last fortress, and that he was then making 
a bold and heroic charge, that was to demolish it 
forever; or, to use his mere sanguinary mode of ex- 
pression, “he was striking a deadly blow at. the 
life-blood of the party—thar vile, corrupt, and in- 
famous party which hal so long ruled the destinies 
of this country.” But, sir, the Democratic party 
of this coun:ry was not let off, with even such de- 
nunciations as these. The gentleman [Mr. BeLt] 
became so far transported as to compare it to that 
fabled monster, the Parisian vampire, that subsisted 
“by sucking the b'ood from the warm and beating 
arteries cf sleeping innocence.” He described 
the end and destruction of that unnatural mon- 
ster, and declared that he could see in that end 
the writhing and expiring contortions of the putrid 
and bloated carcass of Democracy. Sir, I allude 
to these extravagances in the speech of my honora- 
ble colleague, in order to assure him, that in my 


' humble judgment, great as are his powers of de- 


scription and commarison, no one but himself 
could see the slighiest resemblance in this ima- 
ginary picture. No: if you wish to see a resem- 
blance of that Parisian monster, go find it in that 
proud and bloated aristocracy that has so long fed 
and fattened on the people of this country—go find 
itin that system of associated wealth and exclu- 
sive privilege, in all its odious forms and varieties, 
which has been so long consuming our substance, 
and which is now beginning to crumble beneath 
its own magnitude, and to expire in the midst of ils 
ewn rottenness and corruption. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I do not mean to content my- 
self with making general observations like these, 
against the present bill. It was introduced origi- 
nally about three years ago, notoriously with the 


, view of breaking down the Democratic party of 


the Union. But more especially was it intended 
to break down the Jackson er Democratic party in 
the State of Tennessee. It is now revived evi- 
dently for the same purpose, and was pressed upon 
this House in a tone of exultation and defiance 
which seemed, at the time, like it was intended te 
provoke and challenge a reply. Sir, I do not feel 
specially called on to repel attacks made against the 
Democratic party generally; I have no connection 


: with that party sufficiently notorious to justify me 


But, sir, E am sorry to have to say, what : 


in presuming to become her champion. In my 
own State, however, that connection is not quite so 
obscure and unknown. Although never aspiring 
to be one of her leaders, I have been for twenty 
years enrolled amongst her most zealous and faith- 
ful private soldiers. If I seem now for the mo- 
ment to step out from her lines, and to take posi- 
tion above that of a mere private, it is only be- 
cause those who used to bear her banner, high and 
proudly amid the ranks of her enemies, have now 
not only surrendered that banner into the hands of 
her enemies, but are foremost in the onslaught, 
and loudest in the battle-cry against her! i 

Let us now turn our attention to the provisions 
of this bill, the end and aim of which are avowed to 
be the destruction of the present Democratic party 
of the United States—that party which the gentle- 
man was pleased to denounce, in his speech on the 


_ Cumberland Road bill, to be “a standing fraud 


and imposition on this country.” 
I begin, sir, with its caption: “A bill te secure the 


: freedom of elections!” the elections of the people 
- of the United States—all the elections, State and 


Federal—in all the States. The freedom of the 
elections of the United States! Sir, you have but 
to state the proposition in any company, in aay 
State or county in this Union, to raise the smile of 
derision at its absurdity. What! our elections 
not free enough in this country ? where every man 
goes forward to the polls, of his own accord, and 
casts his vote for whem he pleases; goes in his own 
unquestioned and unquestionable majesty; asking 
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ho man’s permission, and submitting to no limitation 
or restriction on his rights whatsoever? How can 
you secure more freedom to us in electious than 
we now enjoy? How can you better secure, by law, 
that freedom, which has been for more than fifty 
years secured to us by the Constitution? Sir, it is 

` like substituting statutory freedom tor constitu- 
tional freedom. It is a good deal like what the 
advecates of this bill call “the purity of the elec- 
tive franchise.” Not that purity which is felt and 
preserved in the hearts of the honest citizens of this 
country; aot that virtue which, emanating from the 
heart, controls and governs the conduct of the peo- 
ple in administering their own Government, in 
their own way, and for their own advantage and 
prosperity, but a sort of pretended legal purity—a 
sort of hypocritical statutory virtue, which would 
yield to all sorts of political prostitations, on the 
rst seducing bribe that might be laid in its way. 
Away with these forms and shadows; if the people 
have not purity and virine enough (as the high 
toned Federalists have always said they had not) to 
govern themselves, you can never infuse those qua- 
lities into them, by any process of the law. So 
u@uch for the caption of this bill. I call your atten- 

ù tion now to the preamble, or recitals of it. The first 
one of these recitals is the tollowing: 


us 


‘Whereas, complaints are made, that oficera br the United 
Suites, or persons holding oftices or employmentsjander the au- 
therity of the same, other than the heads of the hief Execu- 

tive Departments, or such officers as stand in the relation of 
constitutional advisers of the President, have 
from office, or dismissed from their employment, n politic. 
grounds, or for opinion’s sake; and whereas, suchja practice į 
manifestly a violation of the feedom of elections, $n attack 
+ on the public liberty, and a high misdemeanor.” 
Here, sir, is a preamble, for which 
proposed enactment. It alleges certain 
be a high misdemeanor, yet propose 
nalty or punishment for the crime. Why, then, is 
it intraded here on this paper? Sir, I take it to be 
a perfect anomaly a ,thing unknown before in 
the history of legislation. I again demand to 
know, why it is put down in the preamble, 
bat not inserted in the enacting clause of 
the bill? I can draw but one conclusion from this 
strange fact; and that is, that the doctrine will do 
to profess, but not to practice—to show off a speech 
upon, ın order to excite popular feelings, but not to 
be established as one of the laws of the land, which 
itis known would have to be repealed, so soon as 
its operation was seen and understood. I mean to 
examine this dangling supernumeraryfpresently, to 
show that the arguments in its favor are all falla- 
cious, and the facis on which it purports to be 
based, have no existence. I pass on to the second 
clause of the preamble, in the following words: 


“Whereas complaints are also made that officers of the United 


ot persons holding offices or employments under the’ 


authority of the same, are in the habit of tniermeddling in 
elections, both State and Federal, otherwise than by giving 
their votes: And whereas such a practice isa violation of the 
freedom of elections, and a gross abuse, which ought to be 
disco untenanced by the appointing power, and prohibited by 
aw, ; 
“Be it enacted, §c. That from and after the first day of Ju- 
ly ni no o 7 agent, or contractor, or other person, hold- 
ing d office or employment of trust or profit under the Consti- 
tution and Jaws of the United States, shall, by the contribution 
of money or other valuable thing, or by the use of the franking, 
privilege, or the abuse of any other official Privilege of function, 
or by threats or menaces, or in any other manner intermeddle 
with the election of any member or tnembers of either House of 
pi oaohed of the President or Vice President of theUnited States, 
or of the Governor or other officer of any State, or ofany member 
or members of the Legislature of any State; and every such offi- 
Cer orother person offending therein, shal! be held to be guilty 
en parani ; pod on conv ietion of any cour of the 
aving jurisdiction thereof, sh a fine not 
exceeding one thoasand 2 dollars.” i iad 
This is the first section of the bill. 
te its provisions it will be 
office, and every variety. of employment ander the 
United States is included; also that every thing, 
and any thing said or done by them (except simply 
giving in their own votes) is to be taken as an in- 
termeddling in the election, and therefore to be 
punishes by a fine not exceeding $1,000. Now, 
sir, the application of this law to my own State is 
what I desire to bring before the House. There, 
sir, we have but few public officers of any grade, 
except our postmasters. We have some half 
dozen of these on an average in each coun- 
ty. Those at our county towns commonly receive 
some two or three hundred dollars, rarely so 
much as five hundred. At the lesser villages and 


According 
seen thatevery grade of 


i 


ti 
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country Stores, and at the neigaborhood post offi- 
ces, it is qu.te frequent that the compensation does not 
amount to fifty or one hundred dollars. The office 
is in fact taken as an incumbrance, submitted to 
for neighborhood convenience. N ow, sir, all these 
postmasters, besides being officers of the United 
States, are citizens of the United State s, and of the 
State of Tennessee. They are deeply interested as 
citizens in the elections, both State and Federal, in 
the county elections of Sheriffs, clerks, registers, 
&c. In the military elections of those officers, 
under whom they may have toserve in times of 
war. Yet, sir, it is proposed that a litue fifty 
dollar appointment as postmaster is to weigh down 


< all his other interests as a citizen, and if he dare 
| open his mouth in favor of one candidate or the 
‘: other, he is to be instantly fined one thousand dol- 


Fa 
at 


lars. If called on to state a fact in his own 


knowledge, and perhaps in the knowledge of | 
no body else, which it is of the highest conse- ; 


quence to,/the country should be known; a 
fact whjéh became known to him long before 
& postmaster—he must conceal 


is countrymen, or pay down the penalty of 
thousand dollars. Sir, is this my colleague's 


r elections? To speak out will affect the elections, 


office, who have no honesty in civil affairs, nor 
courage nor skill for the defence of the country in 
military appointments. Now, sir, there are, on an 
average, for each county in Tennessee, a half do- 
zen of our fellow-citizens—who have the common 


rights of citizens—they have the liberty of speech, | 


under all the gurantees of the Constitution—they 
have, however, undertaken to perform the duties 
of postmasters for their respective villages and 
neighborhoods; and fer this they are to be disfran- 
chised, deprived of the liberty of speech, and com- 
pelled to stand silent and gagged in the midst of 
their fellow-citizens. Sir, is this the Freedom 
after which my colleague has been seeking 
under this bill? If it is, God forbid that he 
should ever find it. For one, 1 repudiate 
and scorn such distinctions in a free country. 
I repudiate and scorn a principle that sets one 
neighbor asa spy over another, and which en- 
ables one man te propagate the vilest falsehood on 
another, because his exposure can only be made by 
4, postmaster, whose lips are hermetically seated 
under the enormous penalty of one thousand dol- 
lars. Sir, this bill should’ be rather called a bill 
offering a premium to falsehood and defamation; 
abili to enslave a large portion of American free- 
men, becaus ethey are willing to undertake the per- 
formance of high and necessary public duties; a 
bill to establish slavery in all our elections, by de- 
priving one portion of the community of those 
rights and privileges allowed to all the rest. Sir, 
I shall show you presently that those illustrious 
sages and patriots, who lived in the earlier and 
purer days of the Republic, rejected with scorn the 
very provisions of the bill now under consideration. 
Before I present their opinions on this branch of 
the subject, let “me advert to the arguments and 
doctrines of my honorable colleague in relation to 
the appointing and removing power of the Execu- 
tive; remember that the argument of the gentle- 
man was made on the preamble of his bill, for 
which there was no corresponding prohibitory or 
penal enactment. The argument, then, like the 
preamble, might therefore be regarded as a mere 
abstraction, calculated to do no particular good nor 
harm any way. Bat 1 know my honorable col- 
league too well not to understand thatall the labor 
he has bestowed in ascertaining the opinions of 
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, and other illus- 
trious individuals, is not intended to be lost asa 
mere abstraction, accidentally brought up in the 
course of this discussion. No, sir, that portion of 
the gentleman’s argument will, no doubt, in due 
season, make its appearance in the Whig papers 
of our State, in blazing capitals. Well, sir, and 
what were the opinions of those illustrious men on 
the question of appointments to office, which ne- 
cessarily includes also their opinions in relation to 


that ;' 
He must suppress and hide the truth || 


ions of the liberty, freedom, and purity of : 
lfjust as far as truth and character will and ought to ` 


affect them—to seal up his lips and suppress the | 
truth, will ale affect the election and put men into 
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removals, wherever the right to remove has been 
conceded. 

I begin with General Washington. In his letter 
to Mr. Pickering, dated September, 1795, he uses 


the following emphatic language: 

I shall not, while I have the honor to administer the Govern. 
ment, bring a man into any office of consequence, knowingly 
whose political tenets are adverse to the measures which the 
General Government aie pursuing; for this, in my opinion, 
would bea sort of political suicide: that it would embarrass its 
movements, is most certain. But of two men equally well af- 
fected to ihe true interests of their country, of equal abilities, it 
is the part of prudence to give the preference to him against 
whom the least clamor can be excited.” 


Observe, sir, that, in this opinion of General 
Washington, he makes no reference to monarchists, 
or to persons opposed to that Revolution which se- 
cured to us our national independence. He goes 
beyond all this, and speaks of political tenets 
adverse to the measures of the General Govern- 
ment. This preamble recites that removals on 
political grounds are high misdemeanors. Ge- 
neral Washington declares that a difference in po- 
litical tenents is sufficieat ground for refusing 
appointments. This preamble recites that remo- 
vals upon political grounds is an attack on public 
liberty. General Washington declares that all ap- 
pointments to office of such as hold political tenets 
adverse to the principles of his administration of 
the Government, would be a sort of political sui- 
cide. Sir, this brief parallel between this recital 
in the bill and the opinions of General Washing- 
ton, directly on the point, ought forever to sea! the 


` fate of this proposition, so far as his distinguished 
` authority is concerned. 


Immediately after the retirement of General 
Washington, a contest sprung up for the sueces- 
sion between the elder Adams and Mr. Jefferson. 
The elements of party, before that time, had taken 
no definite form, or shape; they were ‘rudis indi- 
gestaque moles.” In that contest, however, they 
became settled and distinct. The Federalists ad- 
hered to Mr. Adams; the Republicansto Mr. Jef- 
ferson. Mr. Adams succeeded, and, under him, 
the Federalists took possession of nearly every 
office of his administration. In support of this 
fact, I refer to the 3d volume of Mr. Jefferson’s 
works, page 476. In his celebrated New Haven 


letter he remarks: ; 

“It would have been to me a circumstance of great relief, 
had I found a moderate participation of office in the hands of 
the majority; I would gladly have left to time and accident to 
raise them to their just share; but their total exclusion calls 
for prompter corrections.” 

n his letter to Levi Lincoln, 3d volume, p. 477, 

he remarks: a i 

“i had foreseen, years ago, that the first Republican Presi- 
dent who should come into office after all the pluces in the Go- 
vernment had become exclusively occupied by Federalista, 
would have a dreadful operation to perform; that the Repub- 
licans would consent toa continuation of every thing in Fede- 
ral hands was not to be expected, because neither just nor 
politic. On him was then to devolve the office of an execu- 
tioner—that of lopping off” 


I read these extracts now, only to establish the 
fact of a total exclusion from office of the Republi- 
cans under the elder Adams’s administration. Mr. 
Jefferson succeeded Mr. Adams. He was elected 
by the Republican party, and was its great apostle 
and founder. The lapse of years has only thrown 
a holier reverence around his name, and the politi- 
cal researches of the age have only given a bright- 
er lustre to the principles of simplicity, economy, 
and equality, which he inculcated on his followers. 
Sir, it is that hallowed reverence for his name and 
his principles, which is yet cherished by a large 
proportion of the American people, that my col- 
league attempts now to make subservient to the de- 
struction of his true friends and followers, and to 
strengthen the reviving energies of that old Fe eral 
party which he so signally vanquished in 1801. 
Yes, sir, strange as it may seem, the watchword of 
“Jefferson and liberty,” is now being stolen by that 
very Federal party into whose ranks it once carried 
dismay and terror and destraction. What has any 
party to do with that watchword that holds in its 

Tanks and hugs to its bosom every anti-war Fede- 


Talist on this floor, save one whose reformation 


dates back for twenty years, and whose devotion to 
Republican principles during all that time, gives 
double assurance of the sincerity and thoroughness 
of his reformation? What, I repeat, has an Essex 
junto man and an anti-war Federalist to do with the 
watchword of ‘Jefferson and liberty?” It should 
blister the tongue that repeais it, and crimson 
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with shame all who concar in the profanation. 
Sir, I have reached the point where I mean to give 
battle to my honorable colleague; “war to the 
knife,” if he may choose to have itso. He main- 
tains that Gen. Jack»on’s administration, and that 
of Mr. Van Buren, was not, and is not, Jefferso- 
nian in its charac’er; or, in other words, that Gen. 
Jackson and Mr. Van Buren ate not “Democrats 
of the Jeffersonian school,” because they have both 
outraged the principles of Mr. Jefferson in making 
appointments and removals from office. That 
they hav2 proscribed men for opinion’s sake, and 
ejected them from office against all the principles 
and practices of that great apostle of liberty. I not 
only deny these assertions, but I here undertake to 
disprove them altogether. 

Sir, I repeat, for greater perspicuity, that I now 
here undegtake to show that both Gen. Jackson’s 
and Mr. Van Baren’s administrations have been 
far less proscriptive than Mr. Jefferson’s was. That 
great man’s principles and practices, on the sub- 
ject of appointmen's and removals, have been ex- 
teusively misunderstoed, because they have been 
misrepresented. 1 now refer to his own letters fur 
proof of his true doctrine. 

_. Hecame into office the 4th of March, 1801. 
All the offices of the Government were in the hands 
of the Federalists. That whole party, with a furi- 
ous desperation, then, if not yet, unequalled in the 
annals of political warfare, resisted his election. 
The Republicans, however, taunted as they were 
as “greasy Democrats,” derided then, as now, with 
being but as the rabble of the nation, bore him on- 
ward, until they placed him in the highest office ia 
the gift of a free people. Installed into office, the 
question instantly arose, what course he would 
pursue in making appointments and removals 
from office. The whole Federal party had de- 
nounced him, would he now denounce them? The 
quesiicn was soon solved. He prew a distinction 
between Federalists, 1, The Federalist proper. 
2. Those who were called Federalist, but, in fact, 
were Republicans in principle, but who had been 
deceived and so made to act with the Federalists, 
while at heart, they were sound Republicans. The 
first class or Federalist proper, he rejected on all 
occasions, lurning them out, without exception and 
without ceremony. They were monarchist in prin- 
ciple, and were, therefore, not proper agents under 
him, to carry out and perpetuate our Republican 
institutions. The second class (the Federal sect of 
Republicans, as he termed them,) he permitted to 
pailicipate in the offices, to a certain degree. To 
show that I have stated Mr. Jefferson's principles, 
with entire and perfect accuracy, I will read from 
his letter to Mr. Lincoln, dated July 11, 1801: 
:- “Dear Bir: Your favorof the 15th came to hand cn the 25th 
June, and conveyed a great deal of that information which I 
am anxious to receive. The consolidation of our fellow-citi- 
zens in general, is the great object we ought to keep in view; 
and that being once obtained, while we associate with usin af- 
fairs to a certain degree, the Fedcral sect of Republicans, we 
must strip of ali the means of influence, the Essex Junto and 
their as-ociate monarchists in every part of the Union. The 
former differ from us only in the sha:ies of power to be given 
to the Executive, being with us attached to Republican govern- 
ment. ‘The latter wish to sap the republic by fraud, if they 
cannot destroy it by force, and to erect an English monarchy in 
its place; some of them (as Mr. Adama) thinking its corrupt 
parts should be cleansed away, others(as Mr. Hamilton) think- 
ing that would make it an impracticable machine. We are 
rocaeding gradually in the regeneration of offices and intro- 
( ncing Republicans tosome shareinthem. I do not know that 
it will be pushed farther than was settled before you went 
away, except as to Essex men. I must ask you to make outa list 
or those in office in yours, and the neigboring States, and to fur- 
nish me with it. There is a little of this spirit south of the 
Hudson. 1 understand that J****** is a very determined one, 
shoug iin private lie amiable and honorable; but amiable mo- 
narchists are not safe subjects of Republican confidence. * * * 
Our gradual reformations seem to produce good effecte every 
where except in Connecticut. Their late session of the Legis- 
lature has been more intolerant than all others. We must 
meet them with equal intolerance. When they wiil give a 


share in the State offives, they shall be replaced m a share of 
the general offices. ‘Till then we must follow their example.” 


T'o what degree of participation in the otlices, 
Mr. Jefferson admitted the second class of Fede- 
ralists, may be seen in his letter of the 11th Sep- 
tember, 1804, to Mr. Adams, in which he states, 
that they were admitted in fair proportion to their 
number throughout the United Stats Sir, I have 
now spread out before you, as on a map, the opi- 
nion and- practices of Mr. Jefferson. They admit 
of no cavil and no misunderstanding. Now I de- 
mand to know when and where—in what year of 
his administration or in what State of this Union— 


© look like proscription for opinion’s sake 2 


li public mind. 


was General Jackson more intolerant than Mr. 
Jefferson? When did he say “we must meet them 
‘with equal intolerance?” When did he say to 
those States who were most opposed to him, and 
who proscribed all his friends from office, “until 
you will give a share in the State offices, we will 
folloy your example?” Never, never! In my 
own State, there never was a day or ar hour, dur- 
ing his administration, that Generat Jackson did 
not retain a greater number of his enemies in 
office than they would have borne to the number 
of anti-Jackson men in that State; and yet, sir, we 


| son in intolerance toward his enemies. 


How does the same question how stand un- 
der the present Administration? Throughout 

_ tne United States I do verily believe that a 
, Majority of the office-holders have been and still 
` are opposed to Mr. Van Buren. The very best 
' estimates that have been made show the fact 
. satisfactorily to every impartial mind. Does this 
lo 
my own State, the fact has never been denied. In 
my own district, three out of the five postmastcrs 
of the county towns which I represent are tho- 
rough going Whigs, active, zealous partisans. 
Some of them made heavy bets against the candi- 
i dates of the Administration in the last elections. 
i They atteided public assemblies out of their re- 
spective peighborhocds, and exerted all the influ- 
ence they possessed in the election. Sir, let me 
assure my honorable colleague, that, if his bill 
had passed before the last Tennessee elections, ii 
; would have cut right and left among his Whig 
, friends in that State. Instead of dealing a dead- 
| ly blow ‘‘on the life-blood of the party there,” 


i! it would have rebounded on the head of his own 


i friends. 
| Butitis often said, while Mr. Van Buren may 
' have retained an equal number of his enemies in 


: Office, it has ouly been in the inferior ones, such 


as postmasters. Sir, a postmaster is very far from 
being an inferior appointment, so far as politicul 
results are to be attained. It is, in my judg- 
ment, to precisely such officers that General Wash- 
, ington alluded when he declared he would ap- 
| point no person to any office of consequence, who 
was opposed to the principles of his administration 
of the Government. It is through the post offices 
| that the press exerts its mighty power on the 
Every p’s!master has it in his pow- 
er, more or less, to paralyze its exertion, by sup- 
pressing public documents; or, if he dare not go so 
| far as that, by laying them away upon some dusty 
| shelf, and not handing them out to the people, un- 
; til regularly and. distinctly demanded. On the 
contrary,a willing postmaster, favorable to the 
views of one party, may hail his fellow-citizens as 


they pass, and no'ify them that letters and pack- 
ages have arrived at the office, addressed to them, 
and thus give them a wide and instantaneous cir- 
culation. Ifany man desires to be convinced of 
a!l this, let him but examine and inquire at the 
post offices after the adjournment of the present 
session, and see, at some of them, what heaps of 
letters and documents will remaia piled up and an- 
disturbed for weeks and perhaps moaths after their 
arrival. I mean to look into this practice on my 
return, and no iastance of partiality, such as I am 
commenting upon, shall go unrebuked. I assure 
my honorable colleague that even the biography of 
General Harrison, and the speeches of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, [Mr. Sranuy,} with 
which he has beea deluging my district, shall be 
faithfully and impartially distributed. So far, 
therefore, as political results are concerned, your 
postmaster is an officer of the highest cornsequéhce; 
aad it is, therefore, the best proof of liberality and 
toleration, that Mr. Van Burea anl General Jack- 
son could have given, to have let in their enemies 
into an equal, it not greater, participation ia them. 
A liberality greater than Washington's, or Jeffer- 
son’s, or any other President’s, unless it may be 
that of Mr. Monroe. 

' Sir, Ihave not yet said any (hing in reiation to 
the upinions of Mr. Madison. My honorable col- 
league was pleased to hold Aim up as a most perfect 


se el, 


a O 
trymen. I concur with him in his high eulogy op , 
that illusirious patriot. Reared in Virginia, that 
mother of so many Presidents, I was early taught, 
next to that of Washington, to revere the names ef 
Madison and of Jefferson. Then,as now, I paid - 
no homage to the opinions of one which was nut 
paid equally to those of the other. Then, as nog, 


, I regarded them as two bright but equal lumina- , 
: ries, by whose light it will be safe, at all tintesy. 


. for their countrymen to walk. 


I now invite mp, 


` honorable colleague to test his bill by the lights of 


i! are told that General Jackson exceeded Mr. Jeffer- ; 


Mr. Madison’s opinions. My honorable colleague 
has, no doubt, often consoled brimself with the be- 
lief that he stood foremost of all others, in discor 


' vering this favorite remedy for preserving the pu- 


Bg 


rity, and securing the freedom of election! 


: What will be his surprise when I inform him that . 
: this same gag remedy was discovered and pre- 

: posed almost fifty years ago; actually discoved andy 

. proposed almost fifty years ago! 


Yes, sir, theré 
were “Surgeun Crittendens” then as well as now 8. 
But they were then, as now, pronounced mere ene 


' pirics; and their quack remedies, rejected and 


‘ thority of Mr. Madisoa in favor of this bill? 


condemned as they now are; rejected and cons. 
demned by Mr. Madison himself, that favorite wu-. 
thority to which the gentleman referred, andasis 
which he so confideatly relied. Dropping alk @ 
figures of speech, I will now give you the recorded» 
opinions of Mr. Madison, I read from Dunlap’y, 
Daily Advertier of January 22, 1791. 

“House or REPRESENTATIVES, January 22, 1791.—E2CHe . 
bill was under discussion; Mr. Jackson, (I think of Georgia,), 
moved to amend the bill by inserting the following: 

“ And be it further enacted, That if any inspector or other 
officer, or persan concerned in the collection of the revenue tor 
be raised by this act, shall, by any message or writing, or in any 
other manner, persuade, or endeavor to persuade, any ebéttor 
to give, or dissuade, cr endeavor to dissuade, any from giving 
his vute ia the choice of any person to be a member of the 
House of Representatives, member of the Senate, or President 
of the United States, such inspector, or other person so offend- 
ing, shall be forever disabled from holding an office under this 
act, and shall be subject to a penalty of dollars.” 

The vote was taken by ayes and noes—ayes 21, 
nces 37: Mr. Madison and the celebrated Repub- 
lican, Wm. B. Giles, voting in the negative. Sir, 
here was the first gag bill ever offered in America. 
It was confined to those officers concerned in the 
collection of the revenue, and prohibited an inter- 
ference only in the election of certain officers in 
the Federal Government, and yet it was rejected 
by a majority of nearly two to one, and by the 
votes of both Mr. Madison and Mr. Giles, twe of 
the soundest Republicans that lived in this coun- 
try. Where now, let me ask, is the boasted au- 
It 
stands recorded against it, on a bill much less ob- 


' jectionable than the one now proposed by my ho- 


norable colleague. 

(Mr. Bert here rose and said that he wishet it 
to be understood by the gentleman and the House, 
that he would have voted against that amendment 
himse!f.] 

Mr. Brown replied, then he apprehended he 
need not spend so much time against the gentle- 
man’s bill, since he began to suspect that when it 
might come to the iest he did not mean to vete for 
it himself. But how can the autbority of Mr. Ma- 
dison be invoked in favor of this bill, when it is 
known that it was his giant arm that dealt the 
blows that terminated the existence of the alien 
and sedition laws? The great principle that per- 
vaded the sedition law ts the same as in this bill. 
That bill punished all those who should utter or 
publishany thing defamatory against our rulers; 
this punishes all who shall intermeddle in elections, 
either for or against our rulers; not those only who 
are, but those who desire and offer to become our 
rulers; not in a few of the higher departments, but 


. inallof them, both State and Federal, civil and 


model of a great statesman, whose opinions should 


make a deep and lasting impression on his coun- 


: favorable 


military. Trat punished all offending citizens, this 
only such as have saperadded to the duties of citizen- 
ship those of official station. That was, indeed, 
less odious than the present bill. There the truth 
could be given in evidence in order to shield the 
citizen from punishment; here truth has no advo- 
cate, and innocence finds no protection; true or 
false, one single word, uttered in an election more 
favorable to one party than the other, shall subject 
the citizea to the enormous fine of one thousand 
dollars. He may have expressed an opinion un- 
to his own party; he may hare 
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only insisted on the superior qualifications of one | 
candidate over those of another; or he may have ! 
only urged some gallant achievement in war, or | 
some noble self-denying deed in time of 
peace, as a consideration which entitled 
one party to the gratitude of the country over 
his competitor and rival. But I need not 
compare the relative merits of the present bill 
and the sedition law. The same spirit animates 
them both—a spirit that seeks to prostrate the 
dearest rights and privileges of the ‘people—a 
spirit that alike destroys the freedom of the press 
and the liberty of speech—a spirit which Mr. 
Madison, more than any other man then living, 
contributed to subdue and to extirpate. Sir, I 


challenge casuistry itself to draw any sensible and `i 


clear distinction between the sedition law, Mr. 
CRITTENDEN’ bill, and the bill of my honorable 
colleague. They all contain the same principle, 
and that principle stands at open war with those 
great provisions of the Constitution which secure to 
the people the freedom of the press and the liberty 
of speech. 

From 1791 to 1837, with the exception of the 
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make more than a dozen or two important appoint- 
ments in each State; these could not produce even 
aripple on the broad and mighty surface of its 


; population; beside this, an over-active zeal never | 
: Yailsto weaken the cause i: espouses. j 


alien and sedition laws, nọ attempt was made to | 
|; petitors. 


foree such legislation as this on the country. Dur- 
ing that long period, the people were contented 
that every citizen, whether a public officer or not, 
should enjoy his constitutional rights. That the 


assumption of office was but the assumption of new . 


duties and liabilities for the public good, and 
should, therefore, be attended with no sacrifice or 
destruction of his personal rights as a free citizen 
of this great Republic. During all this time, I 
maintain that oar elections, all of them, both State 
and Federal, were eminently free—free as they 


could be-—free as the air we breathe, and the water — 


we drink. 
on our election days, every American citizen walked 
forth to the ballot box in his own personal majesty, 
paying no homage, save to himself aad the laws 
and the Censtitution. JI appeal to the history of 
oar elections in the great contest between the elder 


Every where through this wide country | 


` 1837, has been in. 


:ı his supposed neglect and ingratitude in the open | 


Adams and Mr. Jefferson—to the no less excited | 


canvass between the second Adams and General 
Jackson—to the contest between Mr. Clay, the | 
now “great discarded,” and General Jackson—in | 
fine, to every one of our elections, to show that all 
of them, every where, have been as free as our glo- 
rious Constitution, and the proud, indomitable spirit 
*of our countrymen could make them. 

What occasion, then, was there for the revival | 
of this twice-repudiated doctrine of abridging the | 
privileges of the people—repudiated by the wisest 
and best men that ever lived in any age or in any 


country. The first reason given, and the one (| 
most relied upon, is, that the President in office | 


may use his patronage so as to give him an undue 
advantage over all competitors. This patronage 
consists in the power of making appointments, un- 


der the express, or implied understanding, that the 
appointed shall use his influence to promote the 
election of the President. Now, if all this were 
conceded, does not my colleague perceive that the 
appropriate remedy would have to be found, not in 
a gag bill, but in the amendment of the Constitu- 
tion, changing the appointing power into other 


hands, or limiting the period of Presidential ser- | 
viee to a single term: of four or six years? By the | 


lest. amendment, no contest ever could take place 


between the:-ias and the outs. It would then be, in | 
every instadon; aat-who should be put out, but whe | 


should be putinto the Presidential seat. Then, 
sir, there coukt: be pp selfish motive prompting to 
an abuse of executive patronage; nor any adequate | 
one for charging corruption and; ambition on any 
man who was faithfully endeavoring. honestly to 


administer the Government. It:was under these 
views that I have already submitted a proposi- 
tion to amend the Constitution of the -Unijted 
States,'in a way that will, in my: opinion, he 
the true. and proper remedy for all complaints, 
real and pretended, against Executive patronage 
and dictation:: shall. call in up in a few days, 
and see what. course: the gentleman and his 
friends will take: on. this subject. But, sir, in 
the meanjtime,{I hesitate not to say that this patro- 
nage is greatly ovérrated, ‘as to. its ‘influence on 
elections. Onan ‘average, the President cannot” 
33 


=- 


The infaence of office holders is more than 
counterbalanced by that of office seekers. Let us 
examine it, first as to the personal exertions of the 
parties themselves. Mr. Van Buren, since March, 


General Harrison, have all wanted to get in by 
putting Mr. Van Buren out. Mr. Webster makes 
his electioneeriug tour through the Northwest, Mr. 
Clay moves out upon the North, and arrogantly 
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When Judge White was brought forward, he in- 
stantly perceived the dangers of division, and wrote 
his Gwinn lerter of counsel and advice, but not. of 
dictation; a letter expressive of no preference of 
Mr. Van Buren over Judge White; a letter ex- 


, horting only to unanimity, and pointing out, in his 


Mr. Clay, Mr. Webster, and ` 


traverses Mr. Van Buren’s own country. General | 


Harrison takes charge of the mighty West, keep- 
ing up a brisk correspondence, remodelling his old 


political opinions, and putting himself in as accep- ‘| 


table a position as possible between the contending 
parties of the day. Sir, do you not see at once 


cisely three to one in favor of the outs? But itis 


said that the President in office has so much pa- | 


tronage, so many offices to bestow, that it gives 
him an overwhelming advantage cver all com- 
Well, let us pause and examine the 
weight of this objection. He can appoint one 


Secretary of State, and that one will have to =: 
work against three Secretaries expectant without . 
‘| tergiversations which had occurred, but prophe- 


—that is, against Mr. Clay’s Secretary, Mr. 
Webster’s Secretary, and General Harrisoa’s Se- 
cretary—three to one again—and so of the Se- 
cretary of War, and all the other Secretaries; 
and, infact, of all the other officers and agents 
of the Government, great and small. I have 
always doubted whether this power of conferring 
office was much calculated to advance the popu- 
larity of a President. Many are always expect- 
ing to be called, while but few can actually be 


: judgment, the best means of attaining it. 


Yet, for 


` doing this, he was denounced by my colleague and 


his party as a tyrant, a despot, and dictator. Yes, 
sir, for writing such a letter as this, that man, 
whose whole life had been one continued scene of 
noble and gallant daring in defence of his country, 


` was denounced as a Roman dictator—ready and 


‘| of individuals. 
t = irymen and the world, that the charge of dictation, 
that, on the score of personal exertions, it is pre- 


resolved to overturn those very liberties which he 
would have died to maintain. Sir, the advice and 
counsel of General Jackson on that occasion might 
by many have been considered injudicious, or 
even indelicate, according to the taste and fancy 
But I maintain, before my coun- 


so loudly and repeatedly made by my colleague 


; and his party, is no where sustained by that letter. 


But this unfounded charge of dictation is some- 
times attempted to be sustained by a reference to 
his Shelbyville letter; a letter written in reply to 
an invitation to partake of a public dinner pro- 
posed to be given to him by the noble-hearted 
Democracy of Bedford county. He declined at- 
tending; alluded to the recent and frequent political 


sied boldly that the people of Tennessee, in spite 
of them, would stand true and steadfast to their 
ancient Republican principles. Time has. now 
subjected to its unerring scrutiny the truth or false~ 
hood of every statement made in that letter. The 
banner of Mr. Cray under which my two col- 


: leagues [Mr. GENTRY and Mr. Bex] and their 


, Chosen. The disappointed often fall back into a , 
; State of indifference as to the future success of `. 
, the President, and sometimes find revenge for 


abandonment and denunciation of him. Sir, I 


whole party, fought the battles of the last Tennes-. 
see campaign, was at once the evidence of their 
change, and the signal of their defeat. If further 


`: proof should be required to tear away every shred - 


do not pause in the line of this argument to give | 
you instances of this sort during the period of |, 


General Jackson’s administration; they abounded 
to an extent which few have suspected; they have 
no doubt abounded more or less in the history of 
every Administration. 

Mr. Speaker, I have already stated, that, for 
nearly half a century, the people of the United 
States were contented and satisfied with the un- 
bounded and unquestioned freedom of their elec- 
tons. What occasion was there, then, for the re- 
vival of this twice rejected proposition? twice re- 
jected, at the time of introduction, by my ho- 
norable colleague, in 1837. Sir, 1 remembered 
well the pretext then offered for its revival. It 
was the alleged dictation of General Jackson— 
his dictation in writing his Gwinn and Shelby- 
ville letters, and expressing himself freely and 
fully on the public men and the public measures 
of the day. These, sir, were the pretexts for all 


: this ery of dictation and of bringing Executive 
patronage to bear on the freedom of elections. | 
: And yet, sir, now that the occasion has gone by— 


now that the smoke of party contest has cleared up, 


so far as General Jackson is concerned, no man ~ 


can be found who can lay his finger on a single 


line or sentence, ever written by General Jackson `: 


about those times, that has the slightest re- 
semblance to dictation to hjs countrymen. 
dictate, is to suggest, to point out with authority, 
and is nearly synonymous with command. It is 
semething much stronger than mere counsel 
or advice, and yet is a shade lower than an impe- 
rative order. In the light of this detinition, I defy 


; any man living to show me a single expression in 


the Gwinn letter which evinces the slightest wish 
on the part of General Jackson to dictate—to order 
or command his countrymen what course to pur- 
sue in the selection of his successor. General 
Jaekson was the acknowledged head of the Repub- 
lican party; he saw the dangers which surrounded 
it; he knew well the numerous and powerful ene- 
mies that were-engaged to overthrow and destroy 
it; he knew well its itreagth and power and invin- 


To © 


cibility, so long as it should remain undivided ` | 


-F 


of doubt, which might yet hang around this ques- 
tion of imputed change, let it be found in the nomi- 
nation of the Harrisburg convention. No, not in 
that convention, for Tennessee was not there; her 
late leaders had not the face to ask her to be there. 


| They knew that, on direct proposal, Tennessee 
would shrink from the adjustment of rival preten- 


| 


j 


sions between three individuals,every one of whom 
she had rejected on former occasions. No, not in 
that convention, but in that confirmation of. its 
proceedings, which took place in this city; a con- 
firmaton ia which both of my honorable colleagues 
participated, and which has. since received the 
sanction and approval of nearly their whole party. 
in Tennessee. 

This Shelbyville letter was the first warning 
given by Gen. Jackson, that a deep laid scheme had. 
been formed to throw Tennessee out of the 
Republican ranks, and to place her among the Op- 
position or Federal States of the Union. The 
improbability of sueccess in so daring an attempt, 
encouraged the boldest and most unequivocal de- 
nials of the charge, denials so bold and so unequi- 
vocal that.the known sagacity of General Jackson 
and his deep and holy devotion to the Republican 
institutions of his country, could scarcely save him 
from the imputation of having slandered and tra- 
duced the alleged authors of the attempt. But time, 
I repeat, has dissipated every doubt on the:subject. 
Those who were designated in that letter as new- 
born Whigs (to indicate that they were not of that 
ancient and immortal band who so justly and so 
proudly bore the name): now no longer attempt to 
conceal their purposes; but boldly and publicly 
Tennessee to be an Opposition State; trained, during 
the last summer, under. the banner of Mr, Clay, 
but to be enlisted permanently, in the next, under 
that of General. Harrison. Sir, E thank. God that 
General Jackson, lived long. enough to see the re- 
fluent wave of the popular will in the last elec- 
tions, to hear the coming murmurs of an: indig- 
nant and deceived people; but I sincerely pray. that 
he may live to.see. (and, living, he will see) haw 
proudly that noble. and gallant State will resume 
her position among the Republican States, faithful 
and devoted as she was at the. moment when her 
most illustrious citizen. retired from. the. toils and 
iabors of public life to repose beneath the shade-of 
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her majestic forests. Sir, I but glance at these 
things. I refer to and comiment on the Gwinn and 
the Shelbyville letters, because they constitute a 
part of the history of this bill, the original pretext 
for its introduction. I have no disposition to re- 
vive them unnecessarily in the public remem- 
drance, but a reference to them is indispensable to 
show that the original pretext was as groundless as 
the present necessity for it, under this Administra- 
tion, is notoriously insufficient. 

Mr. Speaker, I desire now to reply to some of the 
complaints made by one of my colleagues [Mr. 
Brux] against the Democratic party of our State, 
in his speech on the Cumberland road bill. On 
that bill, scarcely noticing the merits of the ques- 
tion, its constitutionality or expediency, he took 
occasion to denounce the past and present Admi- 
nistrations “asa standing fraud on the country.” 
A standing fraud in having professed to be opposed 
to internal improvements; when, in truth, and in 
fact, it only pretended and feigned such an oppo- 


sition just before an election. By means of this | 
party of his own State had » 


fraud the Democratic 


been imposed upon, and had read him out of the ; 


church as a heretic and unbeliever. 
issue with him on all these points. I might de- 
mand the proofs of these bold assertions; but they 


I might take | 


are stale charges which have been often refated, | 
and would lead me off from the alleged imposition | 
on the Democracy of Tennessee. Sir, from the | 
day of the veto message of President Jackson on | 
the Maysville read bill, the people of our State - 


have understood that subject well. In her primary | 


assemblies, in her Legislatare, and in her conven- 
tion of 1835, Tennessee approved that message. 
All her public men, with no remembered exception, 
then paid homage to its principles and doctrines. I 
not understand my honorable colleague as now 
questioning its propriety, but as resting his com- 
plaints on the ground that he has been excommuni- 
cated, not for any vote given, or speech made here 
in favor of internal improvements, but because his 
political associations in this House were with those 
who were opposed to that message. 
the gentleman has in some degree mis‘aken 
the grounds of his excommunication. It was be- 
cause, professing to be opposed to the whole 
scheme of internal improvements himself, he enlisted 
under the banner, and became the warm and 
zealous advocate of those who were in favor of 
them; exerting his great talents and influence to 
transfer the power of this Government to hands 
which he knew would engage in these wasteful and 


extravagant expenditures. There, sir, was the | 


true point of his offending. He became the advo- 
cate of the father of the whole system, and it will 
surely jend nothing to his restoration to his old po- 


litical chareh, that he is now ranged under the ban- ` 


I fear that . 


ner of General Harrison, whe stands committed, | 


by his votes, his speeches, and his letters, to carry 
out the same policy. Of what avail was it, then, 
that the gentleman took his pilgrimage over the 


Ohio, ranging about in search of some Democrat | 


whose peculiar opinions and position in reference | 
to the Cumberland road, would seem to save him | 
from the imputation of evi! associations? In that | 


pilgrimage he happened to come across my excel- 
jent friend from Indiana, [Mr. Howarp,] and in- 
stantlyexclaimed, “Behold what good Democratic 
society I ám in!” Sir, it is not from one or two 
associations that we judge men; it is from their 
general intercourse, their common walk and con- 
versation, that we judge them. If the gentleman 
had never taken up Mr. Clay; if he will now sur- 
render General Harrison; if he will come out from 
among the ancient and bitter enemies. of General 
Jackson and his doctrines; “if he will come ont 
from among them as not being of them,” then he 
may expect forgiveness and restoration to his an- 
cient church. I repeat, to his encient church. I 
remember when, twenty years ago, we were both 
youthful and zealous members of the same 
ehurehb; admiring the same men, and advo- 
eaung the same doctrines of Democracy. Soon 
after we commenced our career, the gentle- 
man pan by me, as in merit he sbould 
have , and rose upward and higher in public 
observance and approbation, until the Democracy 
of Tennessee claimed him as one of her proudest 


and noblest sons. 
she did not open to him, and no honors which she 
did not gladly confer. In this early and high ca- 
reer, the gentleman had no rival in the esteem, 
and confidence, and admiration of the people of 
Tennessee—no rival save one. Not that one 
whose fame and achievements had made him the 
common property of the nation; (and when Iex- 
cept him, none can be at a loss to know to whom 
I allude.) I know that the actions and especially 
the motives of public men are often subjected to 
unjust misrepresentation and censure. I will not, 
therefore, even allude to those that have been so 
often attributed to the gentleman, further than to 
say, that from the period of his last unsuccessful 
competition here for the honors which you now 
enjoy, suspicion followed suspicion like the sha- 
dows of the passing cloud, until the Democracy of 
Tennessee was forced into the reluctant belief that 
the ardor of the gentleman had greatly abated, if 
his affections were not totally estranged from her. 
His separation was the work of time—not accom- 
plished at once by any sudden and overt act of de- 
fection. But though gradual, it was nevertheless 
complete, thorough, undeniable, and final. 1t was, 


' on that very account, the more prejuiicial. There 


never was an hour when the Democracy of our 
State could not have given up the gentleman and 
half ascere of others like him, and still have 
moved onward unchecked and unharmed by the 
loss. But, by this slow and gradual process, he 
carried off with him hundreds and thousands of 
confiding friends, who would have sacrificed any 
thing sooner than suspect his devotion to the true 
and genuine principles of Democracy. 


Here may be found the true cause of those 
dreadful disasters and defeats which the gentleman 
and his friends sustained in the last summer’s elec- 
tion. A generous and confiding people had follow- 
ed the gentleman into the support of Judge White 

for the Presidency; they had returned members to 
the General Assembly to help out in the accom- 


| plishment of that object; they had sent here almost 
| an entire representation favorable to his wishes. 


So ingenious and artful was the gent!eman’s with- 
drawal from the Republican ranks, that before the 


people were aware of it they were enlisted in their | 


primary assemblies, in their Legislature, in the 
halls of Congress, in fact every where, in accom- 
plishing the political purposes of the gentleman 
and his friends. 

But, sir, all these precautions and preparations 
would not do. 
pretensions weakened as the election approached. 


` When it was over, the failure was so great, the dis- 
' comfiture so complete, that the people of Tennes- 
i see began seriously to inquire why and how it was 


they had been so much deceived. They had voted 
for Judge White as a Republican or Democrat— 
as a Jackson man—a better Jackson man than Mr. 
Van Buren. In giving that vote, she stood undaunt- 
ed at the polls, ready te deny, in the face of the whole 
world, that she intended either to desert her princi- 


ples, or to separate herself frem the other Democra- ` 


tic States of the Union. Proud in the consciousness 
of these truths, when that vote was afterwards 
challenged, she looked to those leaders who had in- 
stigated her to the act to stand forth and vindicate 
her before the world. But, sir, what was her sur- 


She had no treasures which 


i living, and not with the dead. 


In spite of them, Judge White’s - 


prise, her deep mortification, when those leaders. ; 


refused to do so—when those very leaders pro- | 


Jackson and his doctrines—that she had separated | 


herself from the other Democratic States of the 
Union. When they went even farther than this— 
when they called on her not to recede; that she had 
gone too far; that retreat was impossible, and that 
henceforward she must range herself under the 
banner, the so often rejected banner, of Henry 


Clay ef Kentucky! Sir, the annwnciation was as- — 
What had only been suspected, was ` 
now openly avowed! What was at first only | 
hinted at, in obscure and misty prophecy, now . 


: 
i 


tounding. 


stood forth in fall and undoubted falfilment! 

[Here Mr. C. H. Witiiams rose and denied 
that Judge White had ever changed his opinions 
on any important political principles, and called 


impute them to that distinguished individual, now 
no more. 

Mr. Brown replied, he was not then discussing 
the political opinions of Judge White, but endea- 
voring to explain and adjust certain charges of his 
other colleague [Mr. BELL] against the Democracy 
of Teanessee; his business was, therefore, with the 
Beside this, Mr. 
Brown said he did not mean to allow this debate 
to take any direction which would enable that gen- 
tleman to raise a false issue in the case, and repre- 
sent him as disturbing the repose and invading the 
sanctity of the grave. He hoped he was too well 
acquainted with his business to be taken in that 
way. 

Fim the hour when the gentleman, (Mr. Brtt,] 
about five miles south of Nashville, at a dinner 
occasion, admitted that he was in favor of Mr. 
Clay, the people of Tennessee began to take the 
alarm. Many of them, like my honorable col- 
lege from the Bedford district, began to suspect that 
they had been betrayed; betrayed by men, too, in 
whose political and personal fidelity they would 
have entrusted their lives. My colleague (Mr. 
Warrerson] first came into public life when he 
was scarcely eligible to its honors, and when the 
excitement in our State in favor of Judge White 
was at its highest pitch. Young, ardent, and con- 
fiding, he never permitted himself to distrust the 
assurances given by the friends of Judge White, 
that he and Mr. Van Buren were of the same po- 
litical party, that they were both of the Jackson 
party; and that all that was stable in principle, or 
honorable and consistent in character, must be lost, 
before either could join the Opposition. Under 
these assurances, he united himself to the White 
party, and it was not until he saw the flag of Mr. 
Clay “floating aloft in the breeze,” and borne lus- 
tily by those very men on whose assurances he had 
relied, that he abandoned that party, and retarned 
to his position in the Jackson ranks. Under the 
explanation which he has just given, the rebuke of 
my colleague [Mr. Gentry] fell harmless at his 

eet. 

The same explanation belongs to hundreds and 
thousands of others in Tennessee, who, like him, 
refused to leave the Jackson party, aud to go 
over to the arms of the Opposition; an Opposition 
then headed by John Quincy Adams, Daniel 
Webster, and Henry Clay; I say then, not now. 
These great leaders of the Opposition no longer- 
bear about them the insignia of command. They 


! have fallen back as mere subalterns in the ranks 


on his colleague to point them out, if he meant to || 


| used to surround him on this floor. 
: man portrayed these losses in most touching and 


claimed that she had changed—that she had left ii eloquent lamentation, but seemed wholly at agloss 


of Federalism, giving up the command to what they 
know to be feebler, but hope may prove more 
available hands. This, I believe, is conformable to 
what was at one period the Roman practice—not 
to select their ablest generals to command. their 
armies, but rather to choose those who had proved 
themselves most fortunate. But, sir, it is not my 
purpose to complain of this strange selection of a 
commander-in-chief for the Opposition; but to in- 
form my honorable celleague that it was the disco- 
very that Tennessee was to be transferred to that 
Opposition, whoever might be its commander-in- 
chief, that sacrificed so many of his friends in the 
last election. It was this that made them drop one 
by one by his side, reducing to a bare majority of 
one, that proud and. faithful band of friends that 
The gentle- 


how to account for them. 

Mr. Speaker, I have not done with the associa- 
tions of my colleague yet, nor with his charge 
against the Nemocracy of Tennessee, for having 
excommunicated him on account of these asso- 
ciations. It is the theme of reiterated complaint, 
that daring the last summer he was denounced | 
throughout the State as a Federalist, and that he 
was doomed to see his friends falling in all direc- 
tions around him, under the same charge. While 
Ido not become his accuser in this particular, I 
am sorry to say that I have witnessed nothing 
in his associations during the present sessiop, at 
all calculated to relieve him from such a charge. 
What were those associations in the election of 
Speaker? I saw him of Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Apams,) I saw another, §[Mr. SautonsTaLt,] 
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whose connection with the Hartford Convention 
is now notorious; and yet another, (Mr. Reep,] 
an avowed Federalist, I believe, during the war, 
and ever since, all supporting the gen'leman 
for that important office. So also, I believe, did, 
every other Federalist on this floor. They all came 
flocking to his standard. These were ugly associa- 


tions for Republican Tennessee to witness. Mark, ; 


sir, Ido not say that all who voted for him were 
Federalists; far from it; but I do mean to say that 
as far as I have learned the politics of gentlemen 


here, every Federalist on this floor voted for him. ° 
There never was such a party in this or perhaps | 


in any other country like the Federal party. Though 


often’ subdued and conquered, it never disbands. ` 


In the darkest hour of its peril, existing in secret 
and mysterious organization, it will suddenly reap- 


pear, and uniting itself to one of two nearly ba- | 


lanced competitors, decide the victory in his favor, 
claiming the futare control of his actions as the re- 
ward of its services. Insatiate in its demands for 
power, when rendered odious by its usurpations, it 
often assumes some sacred form or some conse- 
name, and by the very impudence of the 
assumption, again recommends itself to public fa- 
vor. I feelsorry that my colleague should have been 
ever charged with having united himself with any 
any such party; but I must regard it as omnious 
that, at the moment of his withdrawal from the 
Democratic ranks, he should have found so many 
of that party ready to receive him with open arms, 
and to help him onward to one of the highest offices 
of the Republic. I trust that I make this allusion to 
my colleague’s having been runas the Whig candi- 
nate for Speaker, and to his having been supported 
by the Federal portion of that party, without per- 
sonal indelicacy; I advert to it only as part of the 
history of parues in this House. The office of 
Speaker is worthy the ambition of any man, and I 
do not call in question his qualifications to discharge 
its duties. But I will not dwell further on this 
point; I come to another that has opened a gulf be- 


tween him and the Democracy of Tennessee, deep | 


and wide as ever separated Dives from Lazarus. [ 


mean the gentleman’s course in relation to Aboli- || 


tion petitions. Sir, not only have the people of | 


Tenne:see, but of the South generally, looked upon 
that course with infinite pain and mortification. It 
was a course new and unexpected to them; a 
course notsanctioned by any thing in his former 
conduct, and only to be accounted for by his anxi- 
ety to place himself in a proper attitude or condi- 
tion to support the Harrisburg nominotion. I do 
not make the point now that the nominee of that 
convention is an Abolitionist, but itis notorious 
and undeniable thathis nomination over Mr. Clay 
was affected by Abolition influence. The exulting 
and fanatic shoat was instantly raised “that another 
President shall never come from a slaveholding 
State.” I allude to this nomination in order that 
I may account for the unexpected position now ta- 
ken by my honorable colleague in favor of receiv- 
. ing, referring, and reporting on these petitions. 

[After Mr. Brown had gone into an examina- 

tion of the former course of Mr. BELL on this sub- 


ject (not here inserted,) he was called to order by | 


Mr Cooper and M1. Bangs, The Speaker de- 
cided that Mr. Brown was, giving the debate too 
wide a range to be relevant to the bill under discus- 
sion. 

: Me Brown said, he would conform with plea- 
sure to the suggestion of the Speaker, and conclude 
what he had to say by desiring the House not to give 
this bill the go by, but now that it had been fully 
discussed and examined, to pronounce a solemn 
and deliberate judgment either for or against it. 


The vote was then taken, 

“Shall the bill be rejected?”—ayes 108, noes 53. 

So the bill was rejected, by the following vote: 

YEAS—Mesers. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Al- 
bert G. Brown, Burke, William O.Butler, John Campbell,Carr, 
Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Mark A. 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Craig, Cushing, Dana, Jobn Da- 
vis, John W. Davis, Doan, Doig Dromgoole, Duncan, Ear), 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Flo d, James Garland, Gerry, Goggin, 
Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hillen, Holle- 
man, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Thomas B. Jackson, Jameson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Lead- 
better, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W., 
Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Peurikin, 


Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, Edward 
Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, John Smith, Thomas 
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Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swear- . 


ingen, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, 
Underwood, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, 
Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, and Worthington—108. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Barnard, Bell, Bond, Brockway, 
Anson Brown, Calhoua, William B. Campbell, Chinn, James 
Cooper. Cranston, Davies, Garret Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Ed- 
wards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Gentry, Giddings, Patrick G. 
Goode, Hiland Hall, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hiram P. Hunt, 
Kempshall, Lincoln, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Osborne, Palen, 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Taliaferro, 


Toland, Triplett, Peter J. Wagner, John White, Thomas WwW. | 


Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and 


Wise—53. 


SPEECH OF MR. LEET, 
OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
In the Howse of Representatives, June 2, 1840—In 


Committee of the Whole on ihe state of the » 
|. which the body politic is said to be suffering, 


Union, (Mr. Bans of Virginia in the chair,) on 
the bill “to provide for the collection, safekeep- 
ing, transfer, and disbursement of the public re- 
venue.” 

Mr. LEET, who was entitled to the floor, rose, 
and said: 

Mr. Cuainman: The question immediately before 
the commiitee, if I understand it, is the motion of 
the honorable member from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
CusHinc]—whose place, by his courtesy, I now oc- 
cupy—to strike out the enacting clause of this bill. 
Having submitted this motion, it was entirgly pro- 
per that the debate should have been led off, as it 
was, by that gentleman; because, by thé very act 
of making such a motion, he pndertogk to prove 
that the bill ought not to pa Tha motion to 
strike out the enacting clause is pquivglent to a mo- 
tion that the bill do not pass; And gn affirmative 
vote on that proposition is in effect Ac same thing 
as a negative vote on the question, 
pass?” The true question befor 
then, and te which we must res; 
tion, “Shall this bill pass?” Ngw, without arro- 
gating to myself any thing of tle spirit of prophe- 
cy—tor I am neither a prophet nor the son of a 
prophet—I will hazard the opinion that the bill will 
pass; and I will, at the same time, express the ho- 
nest conviction that forces itself upon my mind, 
that it ought to pass. 

I desire, with the permission of the commiltee, 
to state, as briefly as possible, some of the reasons 
which influence me in the vote I intend te give on 
this measure; and I desire that, through the com- 
mittee, those reasons should go to my constituents 
and the country. This is a plain, simple, constitu- 
tional measure; and, by the stability which it pro- 
fesses to impart to the currency of the country, 
it will, ın my humble estimation, promote 
the real interests of the people, whilst it accords 
with the true spirit of our Republican institutions. 
It is the part of wisdom for those who are in 
power to adapt their measures, so far as it may 
be possible, to the peculiar circumstances of the 
country; andif this is not the very best measure 
which can be brought forward, I beg to inquire 
what the other and better measure is that has been 
propcsed? Has any other been suggested? Where 
is the measure of the Opposition? Echo answers, 
where? We have heard it said that the body politic, 
like a suffering patient, is sick; but what remedy 


the committee, 
d, is the ques- 


: has been suggested? We have heard the present 


distinguished incumbent of the Presidential chair 
reproached for not advising a better remedy; we 
have heard him denounced, on various occasions, 
in eloquent and glowing language, since this mat- 
ter has attracted public atiention. The people 
have been depicted as being in a suffering condi- 
tion, as laboring under a debilitating disease, which 
would prostrate and destroy them, unless the proper 
medicines were prescribed and administered. My 
honorable friend from Massachueetts, [Mr. Cusx- 
1NG,] in the course of his able and statesmanlike 
speech, referred delicately to a gentleman who is 
now the favorite Presidential candidate of the Op- 
position party; and by virtue of his high office, as 
one of the representatives of the nobility of the 
country—I mean the people—conferred upon his 
candidate the degree of doctor. He did not, to be 
sure, inform us whether he was doctor of laws, or 
of medicine, or of theology, but I presume the 


‘Shall the bill | 
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honorable nember meant that he was doctor of 
politics and fisca! affairs. Andin further speaking 
of the evils under which he claimed the 
country was laboring, and of the suffering 
of an intelligent psople, the honorable gen- 
teman said he did not believe the dis- 
ease would be cured until Doctor Harrison came 
ia, Now, Mr. Chairman, Doctor Harrison, we 
are told, is a patriotic, a benevolent, and a humane 
man; and if he possesses all the other excellent 
qualities which have been attributed to him—~if he 
be a doctor so deeply skilled in the political and 


‘ fiscal affairs of this nation, why does he not 
prescribe a remedy for all these evils, that 


we might embrace it? Allowing as much patriot- 
ism to the friends of this bill as we allow to him, 
if he would suggest a better measure than is 
here proposed; if he would prescribe a remedy 
which would cure this desperate disease under 


will the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusu- 
ING] say that the people would nct avail them- 
selves of it? Surely, sir, they wouid. I ask, 
again, then, where is the remedy of the Opposition, 
that is better than this? Shall we look to this Dr. 
Harrison? Shall we look to the Senate of 
the United States? Or shall we rather look 
to the House of Representatives, in the 
person of my honorable friend from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Porg,] who has suggested a plan, 
not in any distinctive form, but w.20 has given us 
the outline of a plan, which, if carried cut and per- 
fected, would probably be that which Dr. Harri- 
son would prezent to us. The honorable gentie- 
man has proposed a Bank of the United States. 
Bat more of that hereafter. 

This National Independent Treasury bill was 
first brought before Congress in September, 1837. 
The message of the President of the United States, 


i transmitted to both Houses of Congress in that 


year, recommended a separation of Bank and State, 
or, as it has been familiarly called, a divorce of 
Bank and State. What were the circumstances 
under which that recommendation was made? It 
was made after every other plan which ingenuity 
could devise for the purpose of taking care of the 
public moneys, and having them at all times ready 
for public use, had, to all appearances at least, sig- 
nally failed. The United States Bank had been 
tried; the State bank deposite system had been 
tried; and this measure was first brought forward 
when the country found itself in the peculiar con- 
dition, brought about, in my humble opinion, not 
by the action of the Government, as honorable and 
learned gentlemen of the Opposition party would 
have the people believe, but by the action of these, 
banks, these State corporations, which were too 
closely allied to, and connected with, the affairs of 
this Government. Congress was convened under 
extraordinary circumstances. The crisis was an 
interesting one, and full of consequence to the 
country. The whole nation had been convulsed, 
and business of all kinds disturbed and deranged, 
by the sudden and universal suspension of specie 
payments by the banks; but the President. nobly 
and manfully looked danger in the face, and dis- 
charged his duty in a mild, yet firm and decided 
manner. 


At that time and under such circumstances, what 
other measure but this, let me ask, could the Pre- 
sident have recommended? The charter of the 
United States Bank had expired by its own limita- 
tion, and had been, on two previous occasions, Te- 
pudiated by the people; and the next resort to 
which the country betook itself, the State bank de- 
posite system, had failed. I ask again, then, what 
else could the President have done? In his mes- 
sage of that date, after setting forth, ia a very clear 
and lucid manner, the causes which, in his view, 
-had led to the unfortunate and disturbed condition 
of the affairs of the country then eaisting, the Pre- 
sident, in the paragraph next to the lastin the mes- 
sage, SAYS: 

“Tt is ander such circumstances a high gratifica- 
tion to know, by long experience, that we act for a 
people, te whom the truth, however unpromising, 
can always be spoken with safety, for the trial of 
whose patriotism no emergency 1s too severe, and 
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who are sure never to desert a public functionary, 
honestly laboring for the public good.” 

Now (continued Mr. L.) in that sentiment, con- 
taining, as it does, so just a compliment to the in- 
telligence and the discernment of the American 

le, will any man pretend to say that the Presi- 
vent is mistaken? No, sir. He had an unpleasant 
duty to perform—a duty which required probably as 
much moral firmness and political integrity as could 
have been demanded from even the highest public 
fanctionary—the duty of telling the people, in those 
excited times when the public mind from Ncrth to 
South and from East to West was agitated by the 
events which had but recently transpired—the plain 
and honest trath as he believed it to be. Believing 
that this Independent Treasury plan was the 
best which could be suggested, he came forward 
and met the crisis in the firm and dignified manner 
which became him as a gentleman—which we all 
admit him to be—and as the Chief Magistrate of 
one of the greatest and most glorious Republics on 
earth. But, sir, the plan encountered great oppo- 
sition; and my honorable friend from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. Cusuiva] in the course of his remarks, 
to a few only of which I shall advert, because his 


argument has been ably responded to by the gen- | 


tleman from Maine, (Mr. Lows t,] and the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire [Mr. ATHERTON] 
observed, speaking of this bill, that it is the dis- 
tinctive, apd the only distinctive measure of the 
Administration. I agree with him, that it is a dis- 
tinctive measure, but it is not the only one. I 
apprehend that there are other measures, not so 
immediately interesting just now, which may be 
eonsiaered as aisuncnve. ‘The paternity or Mis, 
however, will not be disputed by the Administra- 
tion, or any of its friends; and I think when it 
ripens into maturity, as I trust it soon will, that 
neither the Administration nor the country will 
have cause to be ashamed of it. 

But gentlemen say that the bill is defective; that 
it is imperfect. It may be so; no doubtitis; bat 
what else could be expected? Would any man 
seriously expect that a measure thus important, 
thus complex in its operations and details, would 
spring from the brain of Congress perfect at once 
—like Minerva, the goddess of war, wisdom, and 
the arts, is said to have come from the brain of Ju- 
piter, perfect in form and symmetry. No. I have 
heard the same objection made in Pennsylvania, 
against one of the most glorious and benevolent 
systems, that was ever adopted by man. I mean 
the system of common schools—and those who 


were unfriendly to it, who opposed it, said that it - 


was imperfect. The objection, however, did not 
avail; the system now is in fall and successfal ope- 
ratien. I can look around me here, and see some 
of my colleagues, who co-operated with me to 
bring that system into existence, and who know 

under its benign 


benefits and blessings of early education. I say, 


then, that these general objections of imperfection | 


constitute no argument; and that, even if such im- 
perfections exist, they can readily be removed. No 
measure, ever offered by any Administration since 
the days of Washington, hasencountered so much, 
and such bitter opposition, as this. I say no mea- 
sure, since the days of our own Washington—a 
name which I pronounce with reverence—a name 
which I delight to mention on all occasions, when I 
can do so, because there is associated with it an en- 
thusiasm,a true greatness and brilliancy ,which cause 
the bosom of every man who is an American citi- 
zen to swell with emotions of pride, which cause 
him to rejoice that he is an American citizen, and 
that he lives in the enjoyment of all those 
blessings which the talent, the wisdom, and the 
bravery of that great and incomparable patriot left 
as a legacy to this country. : 
Bat, Mr. Chairman, notwithstanding all this op- 
positieh; notwithstanding the political press, as if 
actuated by one common impulse, from Maine 
to Georgia, from East to West, has joined in 
anathemas against this bill; notwithstanding that, 
in some paris of the country, (and I mean no parti- 
‘enlar allusion to gentlemen on this floor,) it has been 
opposed without examination, and condemned 
without argument, simply because of the source 


E 


influences, the boys and | 
of the Keystone State are now receiving the | 
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from whence it emanated, simply because it was 
a Van Buren measure, and not because of any 
demerits of its own; yet when subjected to, the 
“sober second thought,” when it underwent the 
proper scrutiny which ought to be bestowe upon 
every public measure by an intelligent people like 
ours, it gained friends; and the result is, that in 
this, now the people’s House, whether the measure 
be a good one or a bad one, it so happens, I believe, 
that it has more friends and advocates than oppo- 
nents. 

But, sir, what is the bill? I wish to be as prac- 
tical as possible in my remarks. What is the 
measure, and what, are its provisions? Let usin- 
quire whether there is any thing about them so 
frightful and disastrous as some gentlemen wish 
the country to believe, 

In the first place, itis provided by the first sec- 
tion of the bill, that the public moneys shall be 
kept in safe and secure fire-proof vaults and safes, 
in a building to be erected in this city to be called 
the Treasury of the United States; and that the 
money which goes into the hands of the Treasurer 
according to law, can only be taken out according 
to law; this money, when it goes into the Treasury, 
is to be secured not only by these fire-proof vaults, 
which all banks use for purposes of security, but 
is to be surrounded by all those checks and guards 
of a moral nature, so to speak, which the framers 
of the bill could devise; and if additional checks 
can be suggested, even by the Opposition, no doubt 
they will be embraced. 

The second, third, and fourth sec'ions of the 
bill provide for the keeping of the public money 
at different points, namely, at Philadelphia, New 
Orleans, New York, Boston, Charleston, and St. 
Louis. ‘These are the six prominent commer- 
cial points of the Union. Now, in connection 
with this subject, and before I go further into 
detail, allow me to say that it has been ascer- 
tained, as the report of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sary shows, that this method of having the public 
money kept by public agents—by individuals act- 
ing as fiscal agents of the Government, has no- 
thing novel in it, because the same custom has 
obtained, in many other countries, for years past; 
and, according to the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury which I have before mentioned, in twen- 
ty-two out of twenty-seven foreign Governments, 
the public moneys are kept in the charge of 
public officers. That is a fact stated by the Pre- 
sident in bis message, and has been ascertained, 
as the President says, to his entire satisfaction, by 
the different officers connected with the Treasury 
Depariment. I mention this as a remarkable fact, 
that, notwithstanding the force which may be 
attached to the argument of my friend from 
Massachusetts in saying that any illustration 
drawn from foreign monarchies or despotisms— 
those Governments being dissimilar to ours—could 
not apply here; I say, notwithstanding this, it is 
still most remarkable that, as regards the single 
isolated fact of keeping the public moneys, the 
sinews of war, and upon which depend the suc- 
cessful and independent operations of every Govern- 
ment, whether free or not; in twenty-two out of 
twenty-seven Governments, the public moneys are 
kept by public officers, and not by the agency of 
banks or of corporations. The second, third, and 
fourth sections of the bill are, in my judgment, 
very judicious, because they select, as the places 
of deposite of the public money, the great 
commercial points of the conntry. They 
are the poirts which must, in a greater or 
less degree, affect every other part of the 
country in all monetary matters; they are the 
points at or near to which most of the people who 
are to receive, in the largest sums, the public 
moneys, reside. This selection must, in a great 
measure, take away the force of the argument, 
which is urged in regard to the difficulty of the 
transfer of the public money by carrying gold and 
‘silver from one point to the other. 

The fifth section of the bill provides for the ap- 
pointment of four receivers general, for the term of 
four years, unless sooner removed. They are to 
be stationed at New York, Boston, Charleston, 
South Carolina, and St. Louis. They are to give 
bonds with approved security, for the faithful dis- 
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charge of their duties. So are the collectors, &e. 
and so, I may say, are all the fiscal agents who may 
be employed under this bill. So that, if gentle- 
men will institute a comparison between the secu- 
rity given for the public money as it is proposed 
to be kept by this bill, and the security of the pub- 
lic money as kept by banks, they will see that 
there is required in the former case every security 
that is ever given in the latter. Cashiers of banks. 
The cashiers of banks give bonds for the faithful 
execution of their duty. The officers employed 
under this bill are required to do the same thing. 
And there is this remarkable difference: cashiers of 
banks are accustomed often to retain their situations 
during their whole lives, and it seldom happens 
that their bonds are renewed unless some very 
great change takes place. In many instances, 
we know that they continue to do the same duties 
under the same bonds for a'most scores of years; 
and in many instances, where resort is had to suits 
at law, it often turns ou! that neither the cashiers 
nor the securities are worth any thing. This bill 
requires that the officers shall be appointed for 
four years; and I take it for granted that the boyjs 
must be renewed every four years; and, if the old 
securities are not regarded as sufficient, the Presi- 
dent will require new securities to be given. So 
far, then, as security is concerned, this system has 
the advantage over the other. We have also every 
other means that can be devised to prevent the 
forcible abstraction of the public money by thieves 
or robbers, as they are sometimes ‘called, though 
probably the latter appellation may not be tech- 
nically correct. 

We are told, however, that the banks have their 
stocks, and that there an additional security is to 
be found. Itis true they have their stocks, and 
the stockholders, in a suit at law, might probably 
be held liable to the amount of their stock, and 
even beyond that. But in order to make the mat- 
ter safe even to this degree, the personal liability 
of stockholders should be provided for by statute. 
This is a matter to which I may perhaps recur 
hereafter. 

I come now, Mr. Chairman, to the sixth section of 
the bill, which is a very important one. And here 
permit me to say, that the very title of this bill far- 
nishes a true index of the principles of the bill 
itself. Whatis the title? Itis “An act to provide 
for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, and dis- 
bursement, of the public revenue.” It is essen 


| tially unlike the title of a certain other bill, which, 
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in the year 1836, was reperted to the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania, and was entitled “A bill to re- 


| peal the State tax, to continue and extend the im- 


provements of the State by railroads and canals, 
and for other purposes.” The United States Bank 
of Pennsylvania, with all its immense capital of 
thirty-five millions of dollars, held by the identical 
stockholders of the late Bank of the United Siates, 
as ehartered by the General Government, was còn- 
tinued in its corporate existence by a bill which 
made its first appearance in.the world under the « 
title I have just named. And this charter was 
ushered into existence under the comprehensive 
words, “and for other purposes.” It is true that, 
after the bill passed, its friends thought it would be 
best to christen it over again, and they added 
the words, to charter a State bank to be called the 
United States Bank.” Now, so far as the bill be- 
fore the committee is concerned, the most fastidious 
gentlemen, in or out of Congress, cannot find fault 
with its title. By reading the title, gentlemen will 
see what the bill purports to be; and by reading 
the sections, and examining them impartially, gen- 
tlemen will find that there is a strict correspon- 
dence between the provisions of the bill and its 
title. 

But this United States Bank coming into exist- 
ence as it did, under the remarkable title “ and 
for other purposes,” was carried through the Le- 
gislature—how? By a system which, in Pennsylva- 
nia, we call the log rolling system; that is to say, 


| appropriations were put into the bill, and subserip- 


tions to the stocks of railroads, turnpikes, bridge 


‘companies, and every thing of that kind, so as to 


reach every section of the entire State of Pennsyl- 
vania; and so as to place members m the awkware 
position—that they must either appear te vote 
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against the immediate local interests of their con- 
stituents, or they must go in for the whole, and em- 
brace the very objectionable measure of a United 
Staies Bank, re chartered as a State institution. 
And thus the bill passed. This is a system very 
similar to the one now in vogue, to which, I sup- 
pose, it will not be in order to refer. This log- 
rolling sysiem addressed itself, not to the under- 
standings, but to the prejudiees and interests of 
men; and thus they were compelled to vote for that 
bill, even though it incorporated foreign lords and 
nabobs as the stockholders of an American bank, 
whom the honorable gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Pore] would now exclude; and I here assert 
“that all the difficulties which we have had in Penn- 
sylvania, in relation to our improvements, and 
almost every thing else, may be attributed to the 
passage of that bil!. It aroused a spirit of prodi- 
gality and speculation amongst us, and men almost 
went mad in regard to appropriations. Gentlemen 
could scarcely talk of any thing less than millions. 
And now we are reaping the fruits of such legisla- 
tion; we find that we have got no good, but evil 
altogether. Isay, therefore, that there is a marked 
difference between the plain and open title of 
this bill, and the secret and insidious title of the 
other. This is addressed to the understandings of 
men; they are invited to look at it, to read and ex- 
amine it for themselves, and when the¥ do so, they 


will find that the title indicates truly what the bill :; 


itself really is. 

This sixth section repudiates the idea of loan- 
ing the public money; it expressly prohibits the 
loaning or the using of the public money. This 


and put too many notes in circulation;” and the 
President of the United States says, “that the 
proneness to excessive issues has ever been the vice 
of the banking system.” 

Here, then, for once, Mr. Van Buren and Mr. 
Biddle agree in opinion. Whether they ever did 


so before or not, I need not inquire; but they do | 


; agree in this particular; and, so far as my fiscal vi- 


sion goes, l cannot see how a difference of opinion - 


could possibly exist between them on that point. I 
say that so many words never expressed more co- 
gent truth than is contained in the two passages I 
have quoted. Banks, with all the restrictions and 


. limitations usually thrown around them, will ex- 


is a wise provision, and one calculated to be emi- . 


nently useful to the country. It was the loaning 
of the public money by the banks which in reality 
‘created the civil war between General Jackson’s 
administration and the Bank of the United States; 
because the act which incorporated that Bank pro- 
‘vided for the deposite of the public money in its 
‘vaults, and because, as a matter of favor from the 
people, that institaton, and its foreign stockholders, 


-who had no sympathy with us or oar institutions, | 


enjoyed the exclusive privilege of the public mo- 
ney fer years. When the deposites were removed, 
their interests were affected, and the business of 
the country was affected, as I shall not attempt to 
deny, because the change would necessarily com- 
pel them to modify their business, at all events to, 
some extent. They bad enjoyed the use of the 
public money so long that they seemed to regard 
themselves as entitled to it forever; they seemed 
to consider that neither the Government nor the 
people had a right to say that the public money 
should not hereafter be leaned out, but that it 
should be kept in a particular way for the uses of 
the Government, and that we would not longer 
run the risk of being connected with any bank, 
however fairly or honorably its affairs might be 
conducted. And because the people avowed 
themselves determined to act upon the principle 
that they had a right to do what they pleased with 
‘their own money; that they hada right to have it 
in such a condition as that they might be able to 
command it when war, or any sudden emergency, 
or a due regard to the interests of the coun- 
‘try, required it; for this reason, I say, the 
Bank of the United States took offence, and 
avowedly entered the political arena, as it was 
claimed upon the principle (and I would 
not do injustice even to that institution) 
of self-defence. I will not stop to inquire whe- 
ther the interference of that institution with our 
political affairs was, or was not, caused by the 
- principle of seif-defence—or whether it originated in 
the desire and thirst of power, principles which we 
know are identified with the very nature of institu- 
tions of that kind, especially when they are ever- 
grown and possessed of large capitals, and more 
especially when they are controlled, as that institu- 
‘tion, was by foreigners, by rich men abroad, not 
citizens of our own country, and not feeling the 
ae interest in our institations that we ourselves 
eel. 

The late President of the Bank of the United 
States, Mr. Biddle, a gentleman whom I have the 
honor to know, and whose talents and learning I 
hold in much respect, says some where “that the 


cite speculation and overtrading. It is in their 
nature to do so. We all know that when people 
come forward, either in the Legislatures of the 
States or in Congress, to ask for the charter of a 
bank, they put it on the grounds of public good or 
public convenience, and that charters generally are 
granted on that professed principle—therefore, nu- 
merous checks and guards are inserted, and most 
generally the power of revocation is retained. But 
such was not the fact in relation to the Uniied 
Sıates Bank of Pennsylvania; for the majority who 
passed the bill refused to insert such a clause, 
a motion to that effect having been made 
by my honorable friend and colleague, who 
sits on my right [Mr. McCountcuca.}] ButI say that, 
with all the checks and guards usually thrown 
around these institutions, they will vie and strug- 
gle one against the other, and excite overtrading 
and speculation, and: they will induce people who 
would otherwise be content with moderate profits 
to run into excesses, which lead finally to dis- 


': aster and ruin. The very same principle has made 


` many men, who were once affluent, now poor. 
: They have been overwhelmed by the consequences 


i! of their own folly, and by the thirst of gain which 


ʻi always characterizes these soulless institutions. 


These banks, it is true, are composed of men who, 


~ in their private characters, may be honest and up- 
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right, yet when they come to be invested witha 


! human power can arrest its progress. 
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constant tendency of banks is to lend too much, there is no limit. The demand fur gold for ex! atien cease’ 


as soon as the currency is sufficiently contracted, for the ex- 
changes must then turn; but the demand for gold, for hoarding, 
proceeds with augmented rapidity. It is like an epidemic, One 
man runs to the bank for gold, because he sees his neighbor do 
the same, and this demand may continue as long asa bank note 
remains tn the hands of the public. It is like the plague, or any 
other infectious disease, which may cease of itself, although no 
In this general calamity 
the poorest are overwhelmed; the wealthy alone survive the 
shock. After a few months, trade recommences, and is con- 
ducted for some time with considerable caution: confidence 
gradually survives; the banks increase their issues; trade be- 
comes more lively; and then the former events occur in the 
same order as before; andas long as rival banks are permitted 
to make paper money, there will be a perpetual vicissitude of 
trade in nearly the following order : 

Caution, Confidence, Liveliness, Overtrading, Great apparent 
Prosperity, Sudden |Cessation, Paralysis, Distrust, Panic, Bank- 


. ruptcies.”? 


corporate capacity, they seem to forget the prin- i 


ciples by which, as individuals, they are directed 
and governed—so true is the maxim of the old 
common law, that corporations are soulless. They 
have no sympathies. The first principle of their 
nature is universal self-interest. The more money 
they can make, the better financiers they are; and 
they act upon the principle of taking care of them- 
selves, and letting every body else do likewise. 
Upon this point, I ask the Clerk to read some ob- 
servations which I consider very judicious, and 
which I intend to incorporate into my printed re- 
marks. 

The Clerk then read as follows: 

From an article on“ Banking and Currency,” in the Dublin 
University Magazine for February, 1840. 

“The effects of rival banks of issue on the fluctuations of 
trade, may be thus briefly described. When trade is prosper- 
ous, and prices are high. the currency of the country will bear 
some addition to be made to it without being thereby depreci- 
ated. Each bank will struggle that this addition shall proceed 
from its own issues; and for this purpose will discount more 
paper upon more liberal terms than before. From this con- 
duet of the banka, trade will receive an additional, an unnatu- 
ral but atemporar impetta. Manufacturers and merchants 
will make and import a larger quantity of goods, for which they 
anticipate a speedy sale upon credit, at the same time pur- 
chasers are more ready to give bills, as they are confident that, 
when the bills come to maturity, they can easily procure mo- 


ney to pay them from the banks. While this state of things , 


continues, allis prosperous, and the banks in particular make 
large profits from the quantity of billa which they discount. 
The circulation is full to overflowing; but the exchanges gra 
dually turn and become adverse; the stock of gold in the bank- 
er’s hands rapidly diminishes. Every bank is obliged to con- 
tract its discounts often very abruptly, and is happy, if by such 
a course it can avert the impending ruin. But this conduct, al- 
though it may save the banks, is necessarily followed by a para- 
ysis of trade, and general public distress. Those wno expect- 
ed with confidence to fulfil their engagements by getting their 
pills discounted, are disappointed, and are either reduced to in- 
solvency, or obliged, at great loss, to (orce an immediate sale of 
their goods, in a dull and overstocked market. The 
public, scarcely able to fulfil their ee engage- 
ments, are unwilling to enter upon new ones. ost people 
then discover that, during the excitement, they purchased a 
greater quantity of goods than they can either dispose of, or 
afford to keep on hand. Money hecomes every day more 
scarce, and goods fall in valie with stiil greater rapidity. The 
depression of trade makes that amount of currency redundant, 
which, in ordinary times, would not be more than sufficient to 
conduct the exchangesof the community. The demand for 
gold, therefore, contmues for exportation; some of the werst 
Conducted banks are unable to withstand the preseure; th 
stop payment, then a public panic arises, and gold is demand- 
ed for hoarding as well as exportation. To this latter demand 


Mr. L. continued. In bringing forward these 
opinions, I do not desire to be understood as con- 
tending that the banks ought not to issue notes. I 
do not intend to say that they ought to exist only 
as banks of deposite; but I think that their notes 
should be of a larger denomination than those 
which, up to this time, have been permitted by the 
laws of the country to be issued. 

[Mr. Moraan rose to inquire what the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Leer] thought should be 
the lowest denomination.) 

Mr. Lert. In reply to the gentleman, I will 
say that, at present, I would prevent any bank 
from issuing a note under ten dollars; and, when | 
had the honor of a seat in the Senate of my own 
State, I offered a proposition of that kind. But, 
if the gentleman from New York [Mr. Moraan] 
will do me the favor to listen to what I have to gay, 
he will see that, whenever a certain state of things 
can be brought about—not by a sudden movement, 
but by a regular, progressive improvement in the 
condition of these institutions—I would go higher 
than the sum of ten dollars. My idea is this—and 
I may as well depart a little from the order of my 
argument, and express my opinions here—I would 
have these institutions chartered as commercial in- 
stitutions. I would not allow any great number of 
them to be established, (we have now, I believe, 


. about one thousand banks in the United States.) I 


would have them issue no small notes—threes, 
twos, ones, and even notes of a less amount, as 
they now do. I would sanction no such thing; but 
I would confine them to commercial operations: and 


| in that respect I am of opinion that they would be 


eminently useful to the country. If the subject of 
banks and banking were a new question, now first 
propounded—if we were now about to establish a 
system—I would be in favor of one essentially 
different from that which at present prevails—dif- 
ferent even from the system as it is gleaned from 
the acts of incorporation themselves, and 
which we know are more perfect in the 
theory than the system itself is in practice. I 
would be in favor of a thorough reform. I would 
reform all the abuses and excesses into which they 


| Tun, and which are not authorized by their char- 


ters. I would reform them by law, by the force of 
public opinion, and in every manner in which the 
object could be attained. But I would not destroy 


‘the banks; I would not injure credit, for I believe 


it must, and always will, exist in such a cayntry 
as this; but I say that, whenever it can be done, 
the system ought to be reformed; and it can only 
be done by progressive steps. But the credit sys- 
tem must be so regulated as to be useful to the peo- 
ple, and not to the stockholders of banking institu- 
tions alone. 

If, then, the banks will, as I think Ihave shown, 
without the aid of the public treasure, vie with 
each other in the struggle for customers and busi- 
ness, will excite speculation and. overtrading, and 
for that purpose willexpand their issues, and after- 
wards be under the necessity of contracting them, 
thereby affecting the. value of produce, and of all 
articles of trade; if, I say, such is the case, and if 
this state of things grows out of the very nature of 
these institutions, how much less will itbe the case 
if you adopt the principle of this sixth section, and 
refuse to loan the public treasure at all? Itis this 
very principle of refusing to loan the public trea- 
sure, which is to save you and the country from 
all this feverish excitement, and Speculation for 
money’s sake, which we see resulting from these 
institutions. And in this connection I have anothey 
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aying banks, 


remark to make. 
ment; 50 intended to be by the framers of the Con- 
stitution. It has limited powers, and all the powers 
which ate not given to it by the Constitution, are 
reserved to the people of the States. And al- 
though the word currency is not used in the Con- 
stitution, as a grant, yet the words “go'd and sil- 
ver” are used; and they are made the tender in pay- 
ment of debts, so that your Government could not 
pay a debt in any other medium, if your creditors 
chose to demand it. I say, then, that the Constitu- 
tion, and the venerable men who framed it, de- 
signed this Government, se far as the power 
existed to make it so by that instrument, to be in- 
dependent, and to carry on its operations without 
the slightest dependence upon, or connection with, 
the States, directly or indirectly. But if you repu- 
diate this principle, if you take this ex ploded sys- 
tem of State deposite banks, what is the conee- 
quence? You see that these banks are dependent 


cn the- Legislatures of the States—that they are — 
the creatures cf State legislation; and when they : 
'! they have especial confidence in the officers. But 
I take it that, in view of the requisitions of this bill, | 


get into difficulties, you see them going up and im- 


ploring their Legislatures to be merciful towards | 


them. ‘These banks, be it remembered, have a 
great dealof power, far too much, and too often 


themselves are dependent on the Legislatures of 
the States. 


« Inthis situation of affairs, you would have a 


great and splendid Government, with twenty-six 
growing and prosperous States, connected with 
(and bound to sapport it, to be sure, when neces- 
saty) ina condition of dependence, however, alto- 
altogether different from that intended by the terms 
of the Constitution. Need I refer to the fact, that, 
in the year 1814, the State banks suspended? Need 
I refer to the disastrous and deplorable condition of 
things which followed that suspension? 1 will 
leave it to those who hear and may read me, to 
take a retrospective view of those gloomy times. 
Need I refer to the year 1819, when they suspend- 
ed specie payments? Or, sir, need I advert to the 
year 1837, whena similar event took place? Need 
I refer especially to the year 1837, when the banks 
suspended in New York, in Philadelphia, in Balti- 
‘more, and all through the South and West, when 
the explosions of these corporations came upon the 

ople like successive claps of thunder? Need I 
refer to the partial suspension in the year 1838? 


Pennsylvania, and the banks South and West of |; 
her, suspended; and it is a remarkable thing that || 
they sucpended in Pennsylvania the very day after i 
` What isthe fact now? This thing of using the 


the election. Why they held out so long, 1 shail 
not inguire. p 
the argument, claim that these suspensions were 
brought ahout wilfally- by these corporations; but 
allow, if you please, that the suspensions were, 
in a greai measure, the results of the lawsof trade 
and commerce, over which they could have no 
control. Still, in every aspect, I say that it is un- 
‘necessary, inexpedient, and improper, in a Govern- 
ment like this, to trust its money, without which it 
cannot perform its functions, to these institutions, 
liable as they are, from different causes, to be ren- 
dered unable to pay. The better plan is that here 
suggested, to keep the public money always safe, 
and ready for use. i i 
There is another very excellent feature in this 
bill, to which I will advert for a moment. The 
eleventh section requires the money to be deposit- 


ed, not in the name of the collectors, as heretofore, | 


put in the name of the Treasurer, no matter who 
he may be—A, B, or C. Heis an officer known 
to the Jaw and the Constitution. You will, then, 
after this bill shall have passed, not see in your 
great ity of New York and other places, millions 
of money held in the name of an individual, and 
over which he has control, and upon which he 
can draw and check as he pleases; but it will be 
deposited in the name of the Treasurer of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Again: Examinations of the books of accounts are 
to be made, and of the moneys on hand; and special 
agents are to be appointed for that purpose. This 
examination may be monthly, or weekly, or 
daily. It may be just as often as the Secre- 


This is an independent Govern- | 


Now, we need not, for the purpose of | 


tary of the Treasury, acting under the advice and 
upon the suggestion of those connected with the 
Government may require. Is not this a great im- 
provement? The United States Bank of Pennsyl- 
vania is required by law to make monthy returns 
to the Auditor General of the State. That is, to 
be sure, a great improvement on the old system; 
but, under this bill, the depositaries of the pub- 
lic mosey are obliged to submit their accounts, 
and even the money itself, to be overlooked and 
counted by these special agents, as often as the 
agents, or the Secretary of the Treasury himself, 
may think proper. This, I say, is a great improve- 
ment. How is the fact with the banks? There the 
money is counted, probably once in three or six 
months. A committee appointed by the board re- 


pair to the cashier’s room and count the money, © 


and see what amount is there; or, as is more gene- 


rally the case, they take the word of the tellers and ; 


cashier. It may be said, on the same principle, 


that the special agents will take the word of these | 


officers. It may be so; if it is, it will be because 


the head of the Treasury Department will feel it 


| incumbent upon him to require a careful inspec- 
accomplish their purposes; and if you adopt that |i 
system, it is manifest that you make this Govern- | 
ment dependent on the States, because the banks | 


tion and examination of the money itself, so as to 

see whether the hard dollars are there or not. 
Another very good feature of the bill is that con- 

tainedin the 17th section, by which it is declared that 


| the using, investing, or loaning the public money, 


shall be deemed a FELONY, and that any officer or 
agent, of the United States, and all persons ad- 
vising or participating in such act, being convicted 
thereof before any court of the United States, of 
competent jurisdiction, shall be sentenced to im- 
prisonment for a term not. less than six months, 
nor more than five years, and to a fine equal to the 
amount of the money embezzled. Now, though 
it may appear to convey an imputation of frailty 
upon human nature, that a law of this kind should 
be required in relation to men who are to be trusted 
with duties so high, yet no honest man can object 
to it; and if a dishonest man should happen to get 
into office, this is the very law which is wanted for 
him. It is a principle, as old as civilization itself, 
that punishment for the violation of law, or 
for neglect of duty—for crime, either of com- 
mission or omission—has a great, controlling, 
moral influence. 
vision of this kind, men are more likely to 
be prevented from yielding to temptation. If 


elevated to these offices, will they not be deterred 
from indulging their propensities by this provision? 


public money for personal purposes is a mere 
breach of trust, and subjects a man simply toa 
civil action, which he can come forward and de- 
fend; and in reference to which he may declare 
every thing that any honest man might, according 
to the rales and practice of courts, do, if suit were 
brought against him for a sum of money which 
he might not be able to pay, or which ought not te 
be paid. He may have all the advantages and 


facilities of a civil suit,and there is nothing like , 


odium or reproach attaching itself to him. In this 


view of the case, this is a very important provision | 


in the bill. 
I come now to the nineteenth section, which of 
all others, is probably the most important, be- 


cause, so far as the business of the country, which i 


has been so much talked of, is concerned, this sec- 
tion it is alleged will likely exercise more infla- 
ence than any other in the bill. 
have a beneficial, not an injurious effect. 

This section proposes that the revenue or in- 
come of the Government shall, in the course of a 
certain period of time, be collected in legal cur- 
rency, in gold and silver. It does not propose that 
the revenue shall be collected at once; but it pro- 
vides that, after the 30th day of June, 1840, one 
fourth part of the revere shall be collected in gold 


and silver; that afier the 30th day of{June, 1841, one ; 


other fourth shall be so collected; that after the 


` 30:h day of June, 1842, one other fourth shall be 


se collected; and that after the 30th day of June, 
1843, the whole of the revenue shall be paid in 


ll gold and silver. So that it will be perceived, the 


It is certain that, by a pro- | 


It will, I think, |, 


Nene ee ce 


receipts of the notes of sound specie p 

will not be done away with entirely, until the last 
of June, 1843. Now, this section has been most 
strenuously objected to—and, in some parts ot the 
country, it has been represented and discussed in 
such a way as greatly to confuse and delude the 
public mind. 

The President, in his last annual message, says: 
“From the best estimates, we may safely fix the 
amount of specie in the country at eighty-five mil- 
lions of dolars, and the portion of that which 
would be employed at any one time, in the receipts 
and disbursements of the Gevernment, if the pro- 
posed change were made at once, would not, it is 


‘| now, after fuller investigation, believed, exceed 
, four or five millions.” 


Now the President says, that the highest amount 
of specie in the country will be $85,000,000. Well, 
even upon the suppostion that the system proposed 
by this bill would go into operation this very day, 
only four or five millions of this amount would be 
required to carry out its purposes. But it is not 
proposed, as I have shown, that the bill shall go into 
full operation at once. It is proposed that only 
one-fourth of the amount of the revenue shall if 
the first instance be collected in gold and silver, 
and be placed in deposite. The change is to be gra- 
dual; and # injury should be found to result from 
it, Congress, which, with a spirit of patriotism, is at 
all times looking to the interests of the people, will 
amend the bill in any particular in which amend- 
ment may be required. If the change were sudden, 
and not gradual, gentlemen might prebably with 
much force and propriety object to the bill; but, 
being gradual, the effect on the currency will be 
mild and salutary. It may be said that the busi- 
ness of the country, as it increases, year after year, 
will continue to require more and more specie for 
the collection of the revenue. Will not the gold and 
silver of the country also. augment? Look at Mexi- 
co. Look at the provinces of New Spain, with 
which we are intimately associated. Look at the 
gold and silver coined there every year. Accord- 
ing to evidence, they made in their minis silver 
coin in every year to the amount of fifty millions, 
and gold to the amount of fourteen millions of dol- 
lars; being a total of sixty-four millions of dollars. 
This was some time ago, and no doubt they make 
more now. Of this gold and silver, large amounts 
are imported here. Is it prebable that we shall 


‘| not always have the means of being in possession 
of as much gold and silver as the country requires 
men of dishonest principles should chance to be |; 


—and that the increase of the precious metals will 
not go, pari passu, with the amount required for the 
business of the country? 

But my friend from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusu- 
ING] in speaking of this measure, and what he sup- 
posed would be its effect on the banks, used the 
strong and emphatic language, that it “would un- 
bank the banks.” I should like to have heard that 
honorable gentleman explain how it was, that the 
use of four or five millions of dollars of specie, 
n the collection of the public revenue, was to ‘‘un- 
bank the banks.” There are in the country 
about one thousand banks; some of them are 
sound, some unsound. So far as the unsound or 
rotten banks are concerned—so far as banks, 
whose stockholders would not agree to be liable for 


! the debts of the institution, but who have been 


willing to speculate upon. the country, and make 


: ali the money they could—so far, I say, as banks 


of such a description may be affected, the opera- 
tion of this section will be, either to restrain them 
within proper limits, or to compel them to wind up. 
But, so far asthe sound banks are concerned— 
banks whose affairs are managed in accordance 
with the principles of their charters—which have 
not Jet out too much paper, and have always kept 
on hand a fair proportion of specie, the operation 
of this section must necessarily be mild and salu- 
tary. Its only operation would be to restrain them 


; from the issue of an improper amount of paper. 


Every man knows that the perpetual tendency of 
these institutions is to issue too much paper. In 
my own State I have known a bank chartered with 
an amount of capital paid in of, say, one hundred 
thousand dollars, which had near four hundred 
thousand dollars in circulation. It lived up- 
on the mere breath of credit; and if a word of 


June, 1840. 
26TH Cona----1sT BESS. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Leet. 


519 
H. of Reps. : 


ES EASE EEE 


paaa n 
doubt, as to the soundness of its credit, had been 
uttered in any respectable quarter, it mast ne- 
cessarily have fallen. I say, then, that this mode 
of collecting the public revenue, even after the 
provisions of the nineteenth section shall have gone 
completely into operation, will not affect the honest 
banks in any manner so injuriously as to prevent 
them from making fully as much as they ought to 
make. 

I might enter into other illustrations to prove 
the superior relative advantages which this Inde- 

ndent Treasury system possesses over the State 
Bank deposite system. It appears from a report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, that the losses 
sustained inthe collection of the revenue, from 
customs and public lands, in consequence of the 
defalcations of public officers and receivers, are 
much less in amount than the losses sustained by 
the banks. From the year 1789 to the year 1837, 
the amounts received by collectors and held under 
their control, from duties, were $946,000,000, and 
the amounts received by receivers of pulie land 
offices, were $107,000,000; making a total of 
one billion and fifty-three millions of dollars. From 
the year 1789 then, it has been the practice of the 
Government to trust their public money in the 
hands of public agents. Afterwards, to be sure, 
this money was transferred at one time to the State 
banks, and, at another time, to the Bank of the 
United States, and always, down to the year 1837, 
either to the one or the other. ButI refer to these 
facts, mezely for the purpose of showing that in this 
principle of trusting the public money to the hands 
of public agents, there is nothing novel. In the 
year 1837, when a universal suspension of specie 


payments took place, the State banks had in their |: 
vaults $32,000,000 of the public money; and such `; 
was the ccndition into which their affairs were || 
thrown by that suspension, that the Government | 
was obliged to pay ils creditors with this bank pa- |: 
per at a discount ef at least ten per eent. thereby | 
producing a loss to the States and to the public cre- ; 


ditors of something like two and a half millions of 


dollars. I say to the States, because, under the de- | 


posite act of 1836, the States received this money 
from the banks. And I well recollect that, when 


the State of Pennsylvania came to receive her por- =: 
tion of the pablic plunder, or, as it was commonly 


called, the surplus, there was a contest among the 
banks who should have it on deposite. The Legis- 
latare was entreated to pat it in one place and in 
another; and the then deposite banks could not have 
it removed because it was alleged it would destroy 
the business of that portion of the country in 
which they were located; and that every thing 
would go wroag. The surplus was with- 
drawn from the banks, in pursuance of the 
law, and no doubt it had a great effect upon 
stock. I will not, however, enter into any 
further comparison between this independent 
Treasury and the Siate bank system; but I 
will inquire whether a United States Bank would 
answer the necessary purposes? And here I call 
the attention of my friend from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Porz.}] He offered, on the 9th of March last, in 
his place here,a resolution, to which I have be- 
fore incidentally adverted, suggesting a plan which, 
if carried out into the form of a bill, would, no 
doubt, amount to a scheme, antagonistical to that of 
the Independent Treasury, aad be the real favorite 
scheme of the Opposition party. This resolution 
provides: “That it is necessary and proper to es- 
tablish a National Bank, with a capital of seventy 
millions of dollars, to aid the fiscal operations of 
the Government.” 

He sets out with the principle that it is necessa- 
ry and proper to establish a National Bank; and he 
thea goeson to define the purposes for which it 
shail be established. 

Mr. L. proceeded to read the resolution, and 


observed that, among the most prominent objects į 


of this great National Bank, as indicated in the 
honorable gentleman’s resolve, is this: “It is to re- 
form the existing disorder in the currency, and te 
secure to the nation a stable and uniform standard 
of value, by excluding a spurious and ruinous pa- 
per currency from circulation, and to prepare, in 
part, the pecuniary means of war.” Now, sir, 
what has past experience shown in regard to the 


— 


capacity of such an institution, to accomplish these 
objects? Did the country find the late Bank of the 
United States to answer any such ends? Has the 
present United States Bank of Pennsylvania at- 
tained any such purposes? Has it secured to the 
nation an uniform standard of value, and prevented 
the circulation of a miserable and useless paper 
currency? No, it has not. Has it maintained it- 
self in a condition to afford the country “‘the pecu- 
niary means of war?” Could it have aided the 
Government, in the event we had had war with 
England, on account of the Maine border question? 
No, Mr. Chairman,;no. We behold that institu- 
tion, with all its capital,and all its boasted jiugle of 
hard dollars in its vaults, a suspended bank, refus. 
ing to redeem its promises to pay, and even issu- 
ing post notes. 

He proposes that ten millions of the capital 
shall be reserved for the United States, that at least 
one-half of the residue of the capital shall be al- 
lotted to the States, and divided among them, ac- 
cording to their representation in Congress; and 
that the balance of the capital shall be taken by 
American corporations and citizens, under proper 
rules and restrictions. I am pleased, at all events, 
to find that my friend has excluded foreigners, and 
that he confines the stock to American citizens. 
But look at this proposition fora moment. It is 
certainly the most extraordinary one, for a fiscal 
agent of the United States, that I have yet seen. 
In saying this, I mean no disrespect to my friend. 
But here is a proposition for an immense bank, 
with a capital double the amount of that of the late 
United States Bank, connecting this General Go- 
vernment, which is to be one stockholder, with all 
the States, which are also to be stockholders; and 
thus you convert the Government, sv far as its fis- 
cal agencies are concerned, into one grand United 
States Bank. Suffer this scheme to be carried out, 


where would be the power of the people to resist | 


such a vast combination? Let such a bank, with 
its seventy millions of capital, and shortly, per- 
haps, with double that amount, having its agencies 
and branches located in different parts of the coun- 


| try, and its friends scattered all over the earth—I | 
say, let such a bank ever be established, and men 

. may then indeed talk of the power and influence i 
of corporations; because such a conceniration of | 
! money power would be truly dangerous, and ia the ` 
| lapse of time utterly irresistible. 


The gentleman proposes, farther, that after five 
years, notes shall not be issued of a less denomi- 


pation than ten dollars; and after ten years, not of . 
So far | 


a less denomination than twenty dollars. 
as that provision goes, it is well enough. Now if 
this is intended by him as an antagonistical scheme 
to the Independent Treasury bill, and if we are to 
look to the former as the better and wiser, and 
more beneficial measure, I must beg to say that it 
is not a measure to which I could yield my assent. 
I should consider it obnoxious to all the objections 
that ever existed against the United States Bank. 
I should consider it as virtually incorporating into 
your Constitution a principle that banks should 
give to the Goverment its currency. 

I wish now, Mr. Chairman, briefly to notice one 
or two objections which have been urged against 
this bill. 

It has been objected to it, that it will have the 


: tendency te introduce an exclusively metalic cur 
| rency, and to destroy the credit of the banks. Now 
| for my own part, I do not believe that such will be — 
' the results, nor do I believe that the friends of the |; 


measure desire that such should be the results. 
I look upon this as an argument made rather for 
effect than any thing else. To my recollection, I 
have never heard it used by any gentlemen on this 
floor, nor do I suppose I shall; but still we know 
that this objection has been raised elsewhere. It 


certainly is not the design of those who support | 


this bill that such results should follow. In the year 


| 1838, when the party in Pennsylvania, (if I may |, 


use the phrase,) met by their representatives in 
convention at Harrisburg, they took especial care 
to disclaim any such notion, and they treated with 
a becoming feeling of indignation any effort that 
might be made to impute to them the advocacy of 
such adoctrine as that of the introduction of 

currency exclusively metallic. Let mg say that 


: and such a specie basis for 


the pecuniary business of your Government; the 
receipts and disbursements of the public revenue, 
censtitute only a small portion of the money re- 
ceived and paid out through this country. Look 
at your commerce—look at your merchandise 
scattered over the country—look at your import- 
ing and exporting trade—look at your manufac- 
tures of various sorts, and you will find that the 
amount required for the operations of the Govern- 
ment will be a small sum in comparison with the 
millions and tens of millions paid out and re- 
ceived inthe business operations of the country 
The convention to which Ihave referred, issued 
an address, from which I will take the liberty to 
read a few brief extracts. It says: 

“The aristocracy are well aware, that they cannot successfully 
contend, in a fair and honorable warfare, with a party which is 
essentially popular,and which must be eventually predominant. 
For this reason, they apply to the Democracy, epithets which 
honorable men despise, and impute to them principles never 
entertained by the party, aod which every Democrat disavows. 
An impression is aitempted to be made upon the public 
mind, that it is the intention of the Democratic party to 
destroy the credit system—to destroy all the banks—and to im- 

ose an exclusive metallic cutrency upon the people—BUCH 
NTENTIONS, THE DEMOCRACY UTTE LY DIS- 
CLAIM. They recognise no principle which tends to interfere 
with the public prosperity and enterprise of the people, the 
rights of property, or the public faith. It is not the object or 
degign of the Democratic party, to destroy any institutions, 
legally and honestly established for the general good, but to 
foster and protect them—NOT TO AGGRAVATE THE ONE. 
ROUS BURDENS OF THE PEOPLE, BY SWEEPING 
FROM EXISTENCE THE BANKING INSTITUTIONS 
BUT TO EFFECT THAT SALUTARY REFORM, NOW 
IMPERIOUSLY DEMANDED BY THE INTERESTS A8 
WELL OF THE BANKS AS THE PEOPLE. If the De 
mocratic purty were the destroyers, the agrarians and leveliers, 
as their opponents affect to believe them to be, Pennsylvania 
could not now boast of the dense population, the immense 
wealth, the magnificent improvements, and the boundless re- 
sources, which have been nursedinto maturity under Demo- 
cratic Administrations for the last thirty years. During that 
time, the same principles were entertained by the Democratic 
party, that now are—the same doctrines advocated and tha 
same policy pursued, and Pennsylvania, UNDER THE BE- 
NIGN INFLUENCE OF THESE PRINCIPLES, DOC 
TRINES, AND POLICY, has arisen to such eminence and 
importance among her sisters of the Union, as to be justly en- 
titled to the distinguished appellation of “The Keystone State.” 

This (continued Mr. L.) is the true doctrine of 
the Democratic party, so far as I have any know- 
ledge on the subject. 

I beg leave also to read an extract from an ad- 
dress issued by a committee of members of the 
Senate and House of Representatives of the Con- 
gress of the United States, in July, 1838, which 
says: 

“Itis alleged that this measure is part of a scheme to force 
on the country a currency purely metallic. This is unfounded. 
A specie currency for the ordinary daily transactions of life, 

sh a spe J aper as will always ensure its 
convertibility into specie, when required by the holdere, is 
what is contended for, and such is the only tendency and real 
design of the measure proposed, so far as the banks are con- 
cerned. A purely metallic currency is no part of the Indepen» 
dent Treasury plan, as proposed by the Administration, and 
supported by its friends. In fine, with the exception ofa very 
small number, who are in favor of depositing the public money 
specially in banks, the question at issue between us, and those 
who favor a deposite in the banks, may be stated thus: Tasy 
wish to have the public money deposited in banks, not to be 
kept by them, but tobe lent out for private uses. Wa are 
opposed to lending out the public money jor private usos; 
and, effectually toprevent ii, are in favor of having it kept 
by public officers, under heavy bonds and securities not touse 
it, or suffer it to be used for any private purpose whatsoever, 
and to pay it out only in pursuance of apprepriations made by 
law, as prescribed in the Consutution.”” 

Mr. L. continued: It will be recollected that 
these banks are under the influence of their 
own States, and itis not the design of this mea- 
sure to interfere injuriously with (them. Butif it 
is to have any effect at all, it is to induce the 
banks to discount and issue paper upon the 
real basis on which they profess to issue it; that is 
to say, gold and silver; and in this connection I 


beg to read a passage from the message of the 
President:” 


“In acountry so commercial as ours, banka in some form 
will probably always exist; but this serves only to render tt 
the more incumbent on us, notwithstanding the discourage- 
ments ofthe past, to strive in our respective stations to miti- 
gate the evils they produce—to take from them, as rapidly as 
the obligations of public faith, and a careful consideration of 
the immediate interests of the community will permit, the uns 
just character of monopolies; to check, so tar as may bs, 
practicable by prudent legislation, those temptations of ire- 
rest, and those opportunities for their dangereus indulZence, 
which beset them on every side, and to confine ther, strictly 
to the performance of their paramount duty, that of aiding the 
operatione of commerce, rather than consultipz their own ex - 
clusive advantage, q 


Mr. L. continued: Another `objection raised 
againat fhis bill is, that it contemplates one cur- 
rency for the people and another for the Go- 
vernment, 1 would not have {referred to this 
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Piection if it had not been introduced into a 
onesie report made by my colleague (Mr. Ser- 
arant] in the year 1838, and which was sent forth 
together with another report on the same subject 
made in behalf of the majority of the Committee 
of Ways and Means by its then chairman [Mr. 
Campreienc.] Itmay be dullness cn my part, 
but I cannot see wherein the force of this objection 
lies. One currency for the Government and ano- 
ther for the people! How is this? How can you 
separate the Government from the people? How 
can you separate the currency, which you use for 
your public business, in receiving and paying out 
the public revenue, from the business affairs of 
the people? Members of Congress receive their 
money im gold and silver. Do they not pay it out 
to the people of the District every day or week; and 
does it not enter into the circulation of the District? 
Do we not pay it out in the regular course of busi- 
ness? I cannot see how this argument is supported; 
I cannot see how gentlemen make out that the peo- 
ple are to have one currency, and the Government 
another; because the business of the Govtérnment, 
and the business of the people ramify into, and are 
intimately blended with, each other. 

I beg leave here to advert to a letter which I 
happened to pick up yesterday, written by our 
veneral ex-President, General Jackson, in answer 
to a letter addressed to him by a committee of the 


Ohio. Legislature, I regard the sentiments con- 


tained in this letter as those of one speaking, as it 
were, from the dead. He cannot be supposed to 
have any personal interest in these great measures 
which now agitate the country—I mean any inte- 
rest beyond that nataral to a man whose life and 
services have been devoted to his country—vwho 
has served her in peace and in war—who has 
twice been called to preside over her councils, and 
who, io his old age, has sought that retirement most 
ial to his feelings and wishes. He holds 
the following language: 

“It ia particularly gratifying to me, gentlemen, to be assured 
by your Legislature thatthe grounds on which | rested my op- 
tion to the encroachments of the money power are regard- 

ed with favor by the people of Ohio. The dangers of that power, 
now more evident, because they are brought closer to the ob- 
servation and business concerns of all classes of our citizens, 
forma in my judgment the only cloud ia our political horizon. 
In all. other aspects the influences adverse to the genius of our 
institutions seem to have yielded to the demands of the people, 
and such I doubt not, will be the case with those wielded by the 
money power as soon as the public voice has another epportu- 
nity of acting upos them. All thet we have to do on this sub- 
ject, is to persevere a little longer, maintaining the doctrines of 
the Constitution and the suggestions of commonsense. We 
know that ourfathers who framed the Constitution gave to Con- 
no power to charter a bank, and we cannot err, therefore, 


in saying that if our Government had never departed from their ©) 


example, we would have had none of the evils which now af- 
flict us ia consequence of bank suspensions, and an iredeema- 
bie currency. Weknowthat if the Government depo- 
gited uone of the money of the people with banks, these institu- 
tions would have no power to endanger the safety of the public 


treasure, or to influence, improperly, questions of public poli- 1! 


cy. We know that banks do not make money, but only circu- 
late their paper emissions, which must be good or bad accord- 
ing to their capacity to. redeem them with specie; and hence 

there. can be no coefidence in them as long as they main- 
tain the right to suspend specie payments at pleasure. 

“From auch truths, it appears to me to be self-evident, that 
thera ia now no relief for the people but in the adoption of the 
Independent abana Teco! by the present adminis- 
tyation ef the General Government. By this plan, the financial 
Operations of the Treasury will be. simplified, and the people 


will have the strongest guarantee that the money whichisraised | 


from them by taxation will be applied according to the require- 

ments Qf the Constitution. fin addition to this reform in our 
finaricial ayer, Congrese would, at the same time, pass a ge- 
neral bankrapt law, by which the banks which are now in exist- 

ence, or may be hereafter chartered by the States, would. be 
bound to make an equitable distribution of their effects to their 
creditors when they refuse to redeem their notea with specie, it 
canhot be. doubted that there would be an end to the evils of a 
depreciated paper currency. These measures being adopted, 

but little time would be requisite to enable those banking insti- 
tutions, which are sound, to regain the public confidence; and 

the labor of the country, the arming, manufacturing, and me- 

chanic interesta, would soon revive—that credit system which is 

based:on real capital, and which goes: hand in hand with the 

Jabor and enterprise of our citizens, would be enlarged, not di- 

min by the operation of these measures.” 

. Mr. L. continued. Mr. Chairman, in the re- 

marks which I have made on this measure, I have- 
endeavored to be as practical as possible. I can- 


Bot see in it any thing of the dangerous tendency, 


and the ruinous and destructive properties, which | 


géntlemen of the Opposition attribute to it; but I 
do see in it a proposition and a means by which 
this Government can place itself in a condition 
where it may have.its own money in its own 
hands, and by which, .in case of war or emergency, 
pt May cease to be dependent upon banking institu- 
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tions. Congress has power to declare war, to ap- I feel it due to myself and my constituents, Mr. 


propriate-money, and to do many other acts; yet 
we have seen that we are dependent upon the crea- 
tures of State legislation, and upon the creatures of 
our own raising, for the very money which we 
thus appropriate, even when needed in time of 
war. Congress has the honor, the dignity, the 
fame, and the glory of the country iu its hands. 
How can they be maintained without money? If 
1 were now talking to plain men, I should say, is 
it not better to have your own money in your own 


i, desk, or even in your own old stecking, that it may 


` be within reach when you want it, rather than to 


loan it to your neighbor, that he may speculate up- 
on it? 

This, sir, is the National Independent 
I have done. 


SPEECH OF MR. STRONG, 
OF NEW YORK. 

In the House of Representatives, June 8th, 1840—In 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, on the Independent Treasury bill. 

Mr. STRONG said: 

Mr. Crataman: Iam in favor of the bill now 
under consideration. I shall vote for it, and should 
content myself with giving a silent vote in its sup- 
port, but for certain resolutions passed by the Le- 
gislature of the State I have the honor, in part, to 
represent, a copy of which has been presented to 
the House, and is now lying upon its table. I also 
have a copy of the resolutions, sent to me by the 
Executive of my State. I desire, sir, that they 
may be read. 

The resolutions were read by the CLERK, and are 
as follows: 


Treasury. 


State or NEw Yor, 
In Assembly, January 30, 1840. 

Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) that the people of the State 
of New York, through their Legislature, do solemnly and ear- 
nestly protest against the bill recently, and for the fourth time, 
reported in the Senate of the United States by a Senator from 
thia State, commonly known as the Independent Treasury bill, 
and against any scheme on the part of the Federal Government 
whereby the revenues of that Go: 
be collected in specie alone, or in any other medium than the 
common currency of the country, at all times convertible into 
coin, or by which those revenues shall be placed in the custody 
of agents appointed by, and responsible only to the Executive of 
the United States; which, as the prominent leading measure 


Chairman, that I should, before giving my vote for 
this bill, state briefly the views Í entertain of these 
resolutions, and some of the reasons which have 
influenced me in determining to act in opposition 
to them. Ferhaps, also, it is but respectful to my 
State, that I should thus notice them, and not go 
counter to them in silence. It is for the purpose 
of presenting these views and reasons, that I have 
risen—not to reply to any remarks of gentlemen 
who have preceded me in the debate. 

I will state, in the outset, that I do not question 
the right of a State Legislature to pass resolutions 
instructing the Senators, and requesting the Repre- 
sentatives, of the State in Congress, to pursue any 
particular course in relation to their official duties. 
On the contrary, I concede it in its fullest extent. 
It is aright which has often been exercised by the 
party of which I am proud to be a member, and I 
believe it to be an important and valuable one. 
I hold it to be the duty of Senators, receiving such 


i: instructions, to obey or resign, and of Representa- 


overnment shall be required to |’ 


and political test of the General Government, has been thrice ` 


directly submitted to the 
often rejected. and entire! 


people of this State, and by them as , 
y repudiated, as being adverse to the ; 


bestinterests of our country; as establishing practically one ' 


currency for the Government, and another and a different cur- 
rency for the people; as being an untried experiment on the fi- 
nancesof the country, requiring specie alone in the payment of 
all debts to the Government, and enabling it thereby to control 
and destroy the currency created by tbe States, and by the wiih- 
drawal an 


farmer, the merchant and the mechanic, the value of his pro- 
ducts and the price of his labor; asaugmenting and establishing, 
to a most dangerous extent, the patronage and influence of the 
Genera! Government; and as being hostile to the fundamental 
maxims of free government, which withhold from the Execu- 
tive all control over the public treasure, as pregnant with dan- 
gerto the business, the credit, the prosperity and liberties ofthe 
ople. 
Pe pemived: (if the Senate concur,) Thatin the judment of this 
Legislature the reiterated recommendation of the aforesaid 
scheme of the President ofthe United States, seconded, as it has 
been, by the persevering efforts.of a Senator of this State, in di- 
rect opposition to the expressed will of his constituents to pro- 
cure its adoption, have deeply alarmed the people of this State, 
and furnish at this time a prominent obstacle to the prosperity 
of the country; and that the Senators and Repregentativesof this 
State in the Congress of the United States will conform their 


' acts and votes to the expressed will and best interests of their 


constituents, by steadily and faithfully opposing the measure 
aforesaid; and that any Senator or Representative who shall 


persist in advocating the said project, and in urging its adoption ! 


will misrepresent the views, wishes and interests of his consti- 


» tuents, and his conduct wil) merit and receive our unqualified 


| disapprobation. 


Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) That his Excellency the Go. 
vernor be requested to transmit to each of onr Senators and Re- 
presentatives io Congress, a eopy of the foregoing resolutions, 
with a request to present the same w both Houses of Congress. 

By order. 
J. P. PRINDLE, Clerk. 


In SENATE. Febuary 12, 1840. 
Resolved, That the Senate do concur with the Assembly in. 
their said resolutions. ` 


By order: 
SAMUEL G. ANDREWS, Clerk. 


State or New YORK, EXECUTIVE Dep't, 
Albany, February 17, 1340. 
Sır; I have the honor to transmit you a copy of certain reso- 
lutions of the Senate and Assembly. of this State, in relation to 
the bill commonly known as the Independent Treasury bill. 
Tam, very respectfully, 
our obedient servan 


; WILLIAM H. SEWARD: 
The Hon. Tazron R, STRONG, 
House of Representatives, 


hoarding of millions of gold and silver, to affect in- ; 
: juriously all our branches of industry, and to take from the 


| tives to give to such requests a respectful and care- 
; ful consideration. 


To create such an obligation on 
the part of Senators, however, it is requisite that 
the instructions should be plain and definite—that 
they should direct the course to be pursued, and 
exclude all discretion in regard to it—that they 
should be expressed, and not left to be implied from 
the expression of an opinion. 

It requires, Mr. Chairman, but a cursory exami- 


‘ nation of the resolutions in question, to satisfy 
; any one that they are of an anomalous character. 


They are not in the form of instructions, advice, or 
request, and yet they possess some of the ingredi- 
ents of each. They do not profess to instruct or 
direct any one—they do not directly, and in terms, 
offer advice—they make no express request—and 
yet, classing Senators and Representatives together, 
they declare that those Senators and Representa- 
tives will “conform their acts and votes to the exa 
pressed will and best interests of their constitu- 
ents,” by opposing the Independent Treasury bill, 
and that any one of them who shall! support it, will 
“misrepresent the views, wishes, and interests, of 
his constituents, and his conduct will merit and re- 
ceive the unqualified disapprobation of the Legit- 
lature.” 

That they ought notto be regarded as instryctions, 
is quite evident. It appears from the fact, that the 
language employed is applied equally to Senators 
and Representatives; that Representatives are 
coupled with Senators throughout; and that if they 
are to be considered as instructions at all, they are 
as much so to one as the other. Now I believe 
that no political party has ever claimed for a State 
Legislature the right to instruct Representatives. No 
individual of any party, however ultra, has, so far 
as{ have any knowledge, ever made any such 
claim. Iam prepared to believe that a majority 
of the Legisiature which passed these resolutions, 
wouid goas far as any man or body of men in 
setting up new and extraordinary pretensions; but 
such a claim would, in my judgment, be too ridi- 
culous even for them to assert ; 

There is another prominent reason, sir, why 
they should not be allowed such a character. It 
is well known that the political party in New York 
now in power in that State had repudiated the doc- 
trine cf instructions, and for a Jong period warred 
against it. “Now, if the majority of the Legislature 
who belong to that political party, intended to 
change their ground on this subject; if the circum- 
stance of their party being in the ascendancy.out 
of the way at present of being affected by the doc- 
trine, and in a situation to apply it to others, had 
brought it into favor with them, and determined 
them to exercise it, it was their duty to come out 
boldly, and use the language usually employed in 
giving instructions; language which could leave no 
doubt as to their intentions. They should not be 
permitied to have the benefit of the doctrine with- 
out taking a position which would compel them to 
submit to it when it would cut the other way “to 
partake of the draught when returned to their own 
lips.” : 

It seems equally manifest that these resolu- 

tions cannot be considered as the simple advice 
or request of the Legislature. The threat which 
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they embrace of the “unqualified disapprobation” 
of that body upon the conduct of any Senator or 
Representative, who shall act in opposition to them, 
is entirely inconsistent with such an idea. It is an 
interference with that freedem of thought and 
judgment and action which belongs to a person to 
whom mere advice is given, or of whom a simple 
request is made. It appears loimply an assump- 
tion of right to contro] the conduct of both Sena- 
tors and Representatives. It would seem to claim 
the entire surrender of their discretion. Nothing 
short of conforming their acts and votes to the 
views expressed in the resolutions, can save their 
conduct from the penalty denounced. 

Farther search, then, must be made to ascertain 
their troe character. But! shall not pursue the 
examination. I shall leave it to those who 
may be more curious en the subject than my- 
self. The remarks I have made are sufficient to 
show that the resolutions are as I have charac- 
terized them—anomalous; that they are entirely 
novel in their form and combination. I can ac- 
count for it only from the fact that a majority 
of the Legislature is composed politically of the 
most opposite, discordant, and heterogeneous ma- 
terials— 

“Black spirits and white— 

Blue spirits and grey;” 
or from a desire on their part to have them Janus- 
faced—susceptible of two  constrnctions—one 
which might drive from the Senate a distin- 
guished Senator; another which might be ap- 
plied in future time te prevent the resolutions 
operating against them. , 

A few words more, Mr. Chairman, in reference 
to the threat contained in the resolutions. Sir, as 
one of those for whom it was intended, I have to 
say, that, for me, it has no terrors. Denying au- 
thority in the Legislature to direct my official con- 
dact, admitting no accountability to that body for 


the manner in which I di-charge my duties here, | 


I do not regard it. It can exert no influence over 
my representative course. I trust I am, and shall, 


at all times be, actuated in that course by diffe- , 


rent and higher motives than a regard to the appro- 


bation or disapprobation of a body to whose juris- | 
diction I am not subject. I shall consult the wishes | 


of the electors of my district—my constituents— 


those who havea right to instruct me, and be j 


governed by them so far as I understand them. 
Their wishes in regatd to the measure against 
.which these resolutions are directed, aré known 
to me. They were declared in my election, and 
they remain unchanged. They are directly the 
reverse of what is asserted in the resolutions. 
In, the very act of my election, I was instructed 
to support the Independ :nt Tieasary bill, and those 
instructions have not been modified or recalled. I 
am happy that my own feeliugs and opixions ac- 
cord with those instructions. I shall take pride in 
voting for that bill. I shall regard it. as a proud 
honor to give my vote as a member of this 
body in favor of that great measure of reform. 
. Let the threat be execnted. Let legislative cen- 
‘sure-be. bestowed upon me in the most formal and 
, imposing manner, I shall have the consciousness 
„of -having done what I believed to be my duty—of 
having obeyed the will of my constituents. They, 
sir, will do.me justice. 
There is another consideration, Mr. Chair- 
-man, calculated. to prevent that threat. from 
inspiring any . particular alarm. Unless I mis- 
take the signs. of the. times, those from whom 
it emanated—I refer to the Federal majority in the 
Legislature—are distined: soon to find themselves 
visited: with a ‘‘disapprobation” altogether more 
potent and fearful than that which they hold up in 
these resolations. ‘Their ccnduct the past winter, 
the “fantastic tricks” which they, giddy and intoxi- 
cated with power, have played off, are now under 
review by their masters, the peopie of the Empire 
Siate, and undergoing a severe aud. careful seru- 
tiny. Already murmurs of dissatisfaction are heard 
giving warning as. to the sentence. “Thou art 
weighed in the balance and found wanting,” I 
venture to predict, will, in November next, fall 
upon their astonished. ears—their “little brief au- 
thority” will then be taken from them, and their 
disapprobation rendered impotent to harm. 


SS ay z BEREA 


‘introduced into the New York Legislature by 
` John A. King, and is as follows: ~ 


` take of the legal character, or personal claims, or 
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Sull another reason exists, sir, why [can look 
upon this threat without apprehension. Since the 


commencement of the present session of Congress, . 
I, and’ several of my colleagues, have, in our Te- . 


presentative capacity, already been formally cen- 
sured by those from whom it proceeded. And, 
sit, for what? For having given our votes for a 
measure adopted by this House upon the motion 
of one of their political friends, and by the aid of 
the votes of alarge proportion of their political 
friends in this body. Now, sir, if our support of 
that measure was wrong, the support of it by their 
political friends was equally wrong. If we were 
deserving of censure, their political friends were 
equally deserving of censure—both were governed 
by the same prinviple, and by principle the course 
of both must be judged. And yet we see no cold- 
ness, no estrangement between them and those 
friends—the most kind and friendly feelings in 
relation to each other exist on both sides, and all 
are now intimately and harmoniously associated 
in a desperate and death-like struggle for power, 
and in support of one and the same candidate for 
the highest office in the nation. What other con- 


clusion can be drawn, than that their censure was | 


insincere and hypocritical, and fulminated for 


political purposes? And what was the obnoxious | 


measure? It was the incorporating into the 
rales of the House of a provision that Abo- 
lition petitions shall not be entertained—a provi- 
sion in no respect conflicting with any part of the 
Constitution—perfectly just in itself—and imperi- 
ously demanded by a regard to the rights of a large 
portion of the people—the peace of the country 
and the safety and integrity of the Union. 

[Here the Chairman remarked that it was not 
in order to discuss that subject.] 

Mr. S. said, I do not propose, sir, at this time, 
togo into a defence of my vote for that measure, 
but I will, with the permission of the House, read 
an extract from an Opposition print in the city of 
New York, pertinent to the subject, and presenting 
some interesting views of the political associates of 
that print, in relation to it. It is a mirror in which 


many gentlemen may “see themselves as others | 


see them.” 

[Objection being made, Mr. S. said he would 
not press the request. 

“The extract propesed to be read is from an ar- 
ticle in the New York Evening Star, of February 
12, 1840, in relation to the ‘resolutions of censure 


Madame Róland, when about to be guillotined by the 
Jacobites in Paris, exclaimed, “Oh, Liberty, how many 
crimes are committed in thy name.” Pretisely is this 
the case with political Abolitionists. Men who, during 
the late war with England, refused to raise a finger in 
defence of their native land, or drive the invader from the soil 


_ —who gloried in our defeats, and had conscientious scruples 


about rejoicing for our victories, are suddenly converted into 
warm friends of liberty, and pour out lamentations’ for the 
slavery of the colored race, are ready to trample on the Consti- 
tution of their eountry in their fierce and new born zeal for li- 
berty. How sincere they are, we will not waste a moment te 
examine, knowing full well that the enemies of the South in 
1798-and in 1812, are about the same persons who are now cry- 
ing out for immediate emancipation. , 
They have got, however, a new hobby to ride; 
to gull the ignorant and keep up the excitement. The sacred 
right of petition has been violated; and knowing full well that 
the right of petition is one of that men ofall parties will forever 
maintain, they wilt pull the various cords, and run over the 
strings to make it harmonize with their ultimate object. They 


a new clap-trap 


_ will offer resolutions of censure—they will shout the “North be- 


trayed’’—they will leave the blacks to their fate for a while to 


` harp upon the newly discovered note, “the sacred right of peti- 
What isa petition? A legal and-proper request couched ; 
. in respectful language,and made by the people to their Represen- 


tion.” 


tatives for the passage of special or general laws. These embrace 
every subject connected with the rights-of the citizen and the inte- 
-yest'of the country, and the reception ofsuch petions by Congress, 
have never been, nor ever will be, refused or rejected. But we 
ask, is'there not a class, or character of petitions, which should 
not be presented of received by Congress? Assuredly {there are 
mapy such of an offensive charactes—a hundred-subjects may 
be named on which Congress might be memorialized, which 
memorials could not be either received, read, or referred to any 
committee. The Abolition petitions, concerning which this 
new movement is made, are not petitions atall; they do not par- 
rest, belonging to a legitimate class of petitions. They are pa- 
pers signed e 
te violate the Constitution which they have swarn to support. 
They are papers which insult the loyalty of the members to 
whom they are addressed; they ask Congress in effect to invade 
the rights of the South as guarantied by the Constitution; they 
ask Congress to sow the seeds of a servile war in the South; in 
short, they, in effect, ask of Congress to dissolve the Union at 
once. These are incendiary, revolutionary documents, thrown 
into Congress to effect an illegal purpose, and not petitions of a 
just, legal ox national character; therefore, Congress, in-re- 


Mr. | 


general inte- i; 


by individuals asking Congress in espress terms | 
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fusing to receive them, do not evenremotely invade the sacred 
right of petition. g 

Political Abolition and political Antimasonry will consolidate 
to form the nucleus of a party to govern the country. Piety 
and fanaticism may preach up Aboliuon—Peter the Hermit 
may spring up on all sides for crusaders in favor of the South- 
ern slaves, who are more happy and comfortable than thou- 
sands of free Africans iu the Norih—but political power will be 
the end of all their actions. 

Ex-President Adams, who is dead in favor of receiving Aboli- 
tion petitions, and dead against Abolition self —who ducks with 
one hand, and rubs dry with the other, in a recent letter makes 
the following remarks: 

“My involuntary anticipations of the future have been, that 
slavery will first eff-ct a dissolution of the Union, and that, asa 
natural consequence of that event, war will abolish slavery, and 
terminate in a mongrel breed of half blood European and Afri- 
can race—a mulatto nation, which wil cover the Southern half 
of this country from North Carolina to Mexico.” 

A beautiful picture of the future far Abolitionisis to contem- 
plate—division of the Union to begin with, an event deplora- 
ble to every friend of Liberty throughout the world —the annihi- 
lation of free government, and the downfall of the last of the Re- 
publics, and yet as certain to happen as the sun rises, unless 
Abolition is put down, and put down by the strong hand of the 
Norih itself. Then war—the North against the South—then a 
servile war, in which the North arms the Southern slaves to 
destroy their masters, and finally the triumph oa black or mu- 
latto Government, like the despotism of Hayti. 

These are the forebodings of Mr. Adams, a thinking man, too, 
which he shadows out for the future as the fruits of Abolition. 
Let the North ponder on it seriously, deeply, xe men, honest 
men, not fanatics, and they will soon dispose of the incendiary 
resolutions offered inthe Assembly by John ^, King. 

Mr. S. would add: The “incendiary resolutions” 
were soon disposed of, but in a manner very dif- 
ferent from that indicated inthis extract. ‘‘Politi- 
cal Abolition and political Antimasonry,” it seems, 
did “consolidate,” and having framed the resolutions 
to suit their purpose, forced them through both 
branches of the Legislature. The censure design- 
ed to be conveyed, however, has fallen pointless 
and harmless at our feet, and there is no reason to 
apprehend any thing more serious from any “disap~ | 
probation” which they may bestow upon us here- 
after for any act in the honest discharge of our offi- 
cial (rusts. 

If it shall be said that some of the Democrats of 
the New York Legislature voted for the ‘‘incendi- 
ary resolutions,” the following confession of a 
“Whig” member of the Legislature, a correspon- 
dent of the New York Evening Star, will explain 
the reason: 

y _ “ALBANY, Feb. 7, 1840. 

“I voted for the Abolition resolutions, as you call them; and 
the fact 1s, our Whig leader in the Assembly, Mr. John A. 
King! left me no alternative. His resolutions, concoeted by 
the worthy trio here, were the essence of cunning and trick- 
ery: one part wasin favor ol the right of petition, and the 
other in favor of receiving Abolition petitions; they would al- 
low of no division, and we had to swallow the whole. An 
honest, patriotic, and straightforward politician, who felt that 
the right of petition, and a most sacred right it is, was vio- 
lated, would have offered a resolution defending that right 
alone, without mixing it with any other matter; and it would 

wnanimously, but, ia an unfair and uomanly 
manner, they endorsed the Abolitioniets in the same. resolu- 
tion that they stistained the right of petition, and then presented 
the dose, all or nothing; and those few who resisted were ga- 
zettedas traitors in the State paper. We cannot get on with 
this kiad of legislation, and there will bea flare-up shortly, or 
other men must take the lead.’’] e 

Mr. S. resumed. In regard to the objections to 
the Independent Treasury bill, specified in the re- 
solutions in question, I have to say, Mr. Chairman, 
that they are not new—that they are the common 
objections made to the measure- by Federal prints 
and Federal electioneerers throughout the country. 
I do not propose to go into a minute and extended 
examination of them, but will content myself with 
submitting a few general remarks in -relation to 
each. Some of them I regret to see treated with 
the respect-they are, by allowing them a place in 


“One currency for the: Govern- 


people,” which it is alleged this bill would establish 
practically, is in the natare of things impossible. 
The people in this- country are their own gover- 
nors—they govern themselves; all the institutions 
and laws of the country are founded on their will, 


' and are under their control. They carry on the 


operations of Government through their agents or 
servants, who are themselves part of the people, and 
aceountable to the people for their conduct. 
The selection of an individual as a ser- 
vant or agent does not separate him from 
the people, but he remains one of them 
as before. Whatever provision is made or 
measure adopted in respect to the Govern- 
ment, is made or adopted for the people. : It is im- 
possible, therefore, to make such a distinction as the 
objection implies, while the people continue free. 
The idea of such a distinction can only exist in the 
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minds of those deeply imbued with the sentiments of 
Hamilton and the old Federal party—who believed 
that tne British Government formed the best model 
the world ever prodaced—ihat all communities di- 
vide taemselves into the few and the many—the first 
are the rich and the well-born, the cthers the mass 
of the people—that there should be an aristocracy 
to control the democracy; and that a National Bank 
was desirable as a “political machine.” It was to 
the prevalence of such sentiments among the ma- 
jority of the Legislature, I fear, that the introduc- 
tion of the objection I am now noticing is to be at- 
tributed. Again, sir: the currency to which this bill 
looks, is the currency of the Constitution. Onght 
not that not to be the currency in the moneyed trans- 
achions of the Governmen'? Is it wise and patriotic 
in the opponents of this bill to object that it requires 
the use of the constitutional currency in such trant- 
actions? Are they in favor of the collection and 
disbursement of the revenue in an inferior, currency? 
Do they not, by making the objection, admit that 
the paper currency which prevails among the peo- 
ple in their ordinary business operations, is inferior? 
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injurious effect is concerned, is the objection, that 
“requiring specie alone in the payment of all debts 


| to the Government,” will enable it “thereby to 


ia 


And would they not evince a more enlightened and | 
_ of which this clause forms a part, contemplates 


lofty patriotism by coming forward and aidivg us 


here and in the States to improve this inferior cur- ` 
` ranged on a scale as nearly as may be to the wants 
: of the Government economically administered, 


ency—to bring it up as nearly as may be to the 

constitutional standard? Another sufficient answer 
to the objection is to be found in the fact, that the 
revenues of the Government must, under the ope- 
ration of the bill, be paid out among the people in 
the same currency in which they are received, and 
that so far as the bill interferes with the currency it 
establishes the same for all. 


Bat the measare is alarming, as being an “untried | 
experiment on the finances of the country.” With- | 


out stopping to comment on the singalar fact that 
this objection is made by the friends of an Adminis- 
tration that but a short time since recommended an 
‘tantried” experiment on the finances of the State 
of New York, by the creation of a debt of $40,000,- 
000 for internal improvements, I would ask, if they 
are opposed to an “untried” experiment for the col- 
jection, safekeeping, transfer, and disbursement of 


the public revenue, what measure are they in favor |; 


of for that purpose? Are they in favor of the tried 
experiment of making use of the State banks, and 
the introduction of an irredeemable shinplaster car- 
rency into the moneyed operations of the Go- 


vernment? Would they make use of the 
State banks in their present sickly and‘ 
distressed condition, even as a  ‘“‘ half-way 


house,” to another measure? Are they in favor 
of the tried experiment of a National Bank—an 
institution which Mr. Jefferson characterized, (and 
experience has proved very justly,) as of the most 
deadly hostility to the Constitution and liberty. 
Ay, that is the Federal panacea for the financial 
disorders of the country. To such an institution 
is their attention directed. It is one great end and 
aim of their exertions. Indications to this effect 
aie often furnished by their public prints. They 
are also frequently discovered in this Hall. In 
March last, resolutions were presented to the 
Honse by an honorable gentleman from the State 
of Kentucky, standing high in the Opposition 
ranks, (Mr. Porz,] declaring “that it is necessary 
and proper to establish a National Bank, with a 
capital of seventy millions of dollars,” &c. One 
of the gentlemen from Connecticut, who addressed 
the House a few days sinee, [Mr. Brockway,] un- 
dertuok to show that a National Bank might be 
created under the Constitution. The gentleman 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Wuire,] in his speech on 
Friday last, if I understood him correctly, ex- 
pressed the opinion that the people would soon call 
for such an institution. These and other similar 
indications, plainly show that a National Bank 1s 
one grand object of the efforts of the Opposition. 
Give that party the ascendancy in the nation, 
and depend upon it a fifty million or seventy 
million monster would immediately be saddled 
upon the people. Once established, and it would 
be found useful, and be used as a “‘political ma- 
chine;” and then, without the miraculous interpo- 
sition of Providence, we might bid farewell to 
American liberty. A gigantic moneyed power 
would be “lord of the ascendant.” 

Not less unsound and unfounded, so far as any 


control and destroy the currency created by the 
States.” The utmost influence such a requisition 


can exert upon the currency of the States, will be | 


to check, to some extent, overaction; it cannot be 
made to destroy that currency, nor any farther to 
control it. So far as it will exert such an influence 


, —s0 far as it will restrain extravagant expansions, 
_ which, by ministering to a spirit of speculation and 


wild extravagance, are full of evil to the country— 
it will be beneficial. I wish that a greater effect 
might be expected from it in this particular—that 
it might be leoked to as an effectual preventive of 
excessive paper issues—I should, if possible, be 
still more strongly in favor of it. 

The objection that the specie clause will enable 


the Goverament, ‘ by the withdrawal and hoarding . 


of millions of gold and silver to affect injuriously 
all our branehes of industry, and to take from the 


farmer, the merchant, and the mechanic, the value | 
of his products, and the price of his labor,” is very | 


readily answered. 


that the revenues of the Government shail be ar- 


leaving no surplus to “withdraw” or “hoard.” In 
the next place, the amount of revenue will at all 
times be under the control of the people, through 
their Representatives in Congress. Again: “all 
our branches of industry ” will be more benefited, 
and the interest of “the farmer, the merchant, and 
the mechanic” better promoted by this measure 
than under any ‘tried system of finance. It is, 
in fact, particularly calculated to benefit the indus- 
try of the country, and the laboring classes, and in 
that respect differs widely from the “tried” bank 
systems, which were particularly calculated to be- 
nefit speculators and all who, too indolent or too 


| proud to labor, sought “to get a living by their 
wits,” to the injury of the working portion of socie- 
' ty. Stability and uniformity are essential to the 


interests of the laboring man, and to the prosperity 
of regular business, and upon these the Independent 
Treasury system will exert a favorable influence. 
The influence of the bank systems was directly the 
reverse. Fluctuation and change in the business 
operations of the country, and a host of consequent 
evils, were their legitimate fruits. 

There is no ground for the opinion that this mea- 
sure will “ augment and establish, to a most dan- 
gerous extent, the patronage and influence of the 
General Government.” The only increase of pa- 


į tronage it will produce, will be the power of the 


President to nominate, and, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, appoint, four officers, 
to be denominated receivers general of public mo- 
ney, to be located, one at New York, one at Bos- 
ton, one at Charleston, and the other at St. Louis, 
and the only influence of any moment it will con- 
fer, will be that arising from this patronage. These 
officers are to give adequate security for the per- 
formance ef their duties in regard to the public 
moneys, and to have no power to loan.or use a 
dollar of them. Who can discover any danger in 
this patronage and influence? What comparison 
will the system bear in this respect to the “ tried ” 
bank systems, which allowed of the use of the pub- 
lic funds, and under which the General Govern- 
ment possessed as great control over those funds 
as this proposes to confer upon it. Sir, it is cal- 
culated to diminish the patronage and influence of 
the Government, and this is one of its leading re- 
commendations. The pretence that the reverse 
would be the case, is sheer hambug. 

Equally groundless is all alarm at the “control 
over the public treasure,” which, it is said, this 
measure will allow the Executive. In this respect 
it will introduce no change. This treasure will be, 
as it now is, under the entire control of Congress. 
No portien of it can be drawn from the Treasury, 
without an appropriation by law. Congress must 
give the authority before a dollar can be paid out, 
either to the President or any other officer or indi- 
vidual, for any purpose whatever. The idea that 
the whole revenue of the country will, by the pro- 
visions of this bill, be subject to the control of the 


In the first place, the measure, | 
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` sented for consideration. 


understandings of the people. 


June, 1840. 
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Executive, which it has been attempted by the op- 
ponents of the measure to produce, is a mere bug- 
bear; and I regret that it should have frightened the 
dominant party in the Legislature of my State. 
The assertion in the resolutions that the pro- 
posed Independent Treasury system has been 
“thrice directly submitted to the people of the State 
of New York, and by them as often rejected, and 
entirely repudiated,” is, in my judgment, clearly 
erroneous. The Federal party there has not dared, 
at any election since the measure was brought for- 
ward, to rest itself mainly upon the ground of hos- 


| tility to it, but has each time mingled with it other 


matters, by which means a full and fair expression 
in relation tu it has been prevented. While those 
who supported the Administration might fairly be 


| regarded as in favor of it—it being the great and 


leading measure of the Administration—numbers 
doubtless voted with the Opposition upon other 
grounds than hostility to it. I do not doubt that a 
majority of the pecple of the Empire State are in 
There, as elsewhere, it has 
been steadily gaining ground ever since it was pre- 
But if it were true that 
the people of that State have thrice rejected and en- 
tirely repudiated the measure, with what propriety 
could the Federal party object on that accountto a 
continued recommendation and support of it, while 
they are seeking, in opposition to the oft repeated 
expression of the will of the people, the establish- 
ment of a National Bank, and to give ascendency 
to the doctrine of a Jatitudinous construction of the 
Constitution, and other kindred Federal doctrines? 

I will now, Mr. Chairman, advert very briefly to 
a few affirmative considerations, which have com- 
mended the Independent Treasury bill to my ap- 
probation. 

The first which I will mention is, that the sys- 
tem it proposes is authorized by the Constitution. 
Upon this point, no doubt can be entertained. 
This I regard as no ordinary merit, in view of the 
National Bank system, for the administration of 
the finances, which has prevailed in times past, 
and which is the only alternative to the one now 
proposed—a system which I hold to be entirely un- 
warranted by the Constitution—which Congress 
has not, and never had, the power to establish. I 
shall not enlarge upon this topic, it having been 
fully discussed before the country of late years, and 
will only remark further in relation to it, that an 
adherence to our great charter is indispensable to 
the perpetuity of our liberties. It is highly desira- 


| ble also to avoid, as far as possible, all legislation 


of a questionable authority under it. 

Another recommendation of the bill is, that it 
provides for more full and adequate security of the 
public moneys than has been required under any 
former system, or than any system allowing of the 
use of the public treasure would admit of—a secu- 
rity which, aided by a law such as is proposed by 
the bill from the Senate, “more effectually to se- 
cure public money in the hands of officers and 
agents of the Government, and to punish public de- 
faulters,” which the friends of the Independent 
Treasury system desire to have in operation in con- 
nection with it, would, it is believed, be as full and 
effectual as it is possible to devise. Under such 
safeguards, no Swartwout defalcations could be 
committed, and few, if any, losses of the public 
moneys would occur. Those moneys would be 
safely kept and sacredly appropriated. 

Again: the plan it embraces is simple, free from 
the complicated machinery of the bank systems, 
easy of comprehension, and, in these respects, well 
suited to a Republican Government. Jn such a 
Government, simplicity should be studied in legis- 
lation; every measure should be made plain to the 
This consideration 
is especially entitled to weight in framing'a system 
for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of the revenues of the country. That 
system, above all others, should be such that the 
people may easily understand it, and readily per- 
ceive its operation. It is important in order to the 
correction of any errors in it which may exist, and 
to the detection of abuses in its administration. I 
regard it as an important circumstance in favor of 
the plan now proposed, that it possesses all requi 
site plainness. 
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But the crowning consideration in favor of this 
bill is, that it proposes an independent system—a 
system whereby, if adopted, the moneys of the Gov- 
vernment will be under ihe control of the officers of 
the Government, and at, all times on hand and 
ready for Government purposes—whereby, also, 
an entire separation will be effected between the 
Government and the banks, and the numerous 
evils resulting from their connection, which have 
operated asa blight and mildew upon the prosperi 
ty of the country, willbe removed. It-is this that 
entitles it, in an especial degree, to the appellation 
of a reform measure. Such it truly is. To appre- 
ciate the magnitude of the reform it seeks to ac- 
complish, itis only necessary to trace, for a brief 
period past, the operations of the financial sysiems 
of this Government, which have prevailed. Such 
an examination must satisfy any candid mind that, 
under those systems, the Government has been de- 
pendent upon the banks—that the banks might, at 
their pleasure, seriously embarrass, if not actually 
bring to a stand, its operations. A dependence like 
this is a national degradation—a deep and damning 
degradation in view of the disregard ofall legal 
and moral and honorable obligation, which has 
marked the conduct of those institutions (with a 
few honorable exceptions) of late years; and it is 
also highly dangerous to the liberties of the coun- 
try. It willalso appear, from such a survey, that 
those systems exerted a powerful influence in pro- 
ducing those unreasonable bank expansions 
which have occurred in this country at brief inter- 
vals, and which, necessarily followed by -violent 
contractions,have produced such wide spread distress 
and desolation. By the use of the public treasure, 
the banks were excited to overaction—overaction 
on their part aroused an “unregulated spirit of spe- 
culation” in the community—a large portion of the 
people were led to embark in the most visionary 
and ridiculous enterprises for accumulating proper- 
ty; and high apparent prosperity prevailed through- 
out the land. At length the banks were called on 
to fulfil their engagements—the process of con- 
traction commenced—the bubble burst, and little 
remained of the fruits of speculation, save debt, 
embarrassment, distress, and ruin. This is but a 
brief outline of a bank expansion and contraction. 
They have been so frequent, however, that the ex- 
perience of every man will enable him to fill up 
the picture. Perhaps it is impossible to prevent 
them entirely, while banks exist, but the system 
proposed will, if adopted, remove one great cause 
of them, and operate as an important check against 
their occurrence. 

There are other great evils inseparable from a 
connection between the Government and the banks, 
rendered plain and palpable by experience, which 
the passage of this bill would abolish. ‘There are, 
also, other advantages, than those to which I have 
referred, to be anticipated from the adoption of the 
proposed system. I will not take time to go into an 
enumeration of them. I have already said as 
‘much as I desired to in justification of my determi- 
nation to act in oppisition to the resolutions upon 
which I have commented, and of the vote I shall 
give for this bill. The purpose for which I rose is 
answered. 


_ Permit me, however, Mr. Chairman, before I 
‘Tesume my seat, to say a word as to the prospects 
of this bill, and to allude briefly to one or two re- 
flections therewith connected. Sir, this bill is soon 
to become alaw. Within a month from this time 
—I trust within half that'period—the Independent 
Treasury plan will be incorporated into our politi- 
cal system. The people have willed it; they have 
declared, in language not to be misunderstood, that 
their Government “of right ought to be,” and 
shall be, independent of banks and the moneyed 
power; and a majority of this body is ready to 
carry their will into effect, and anxious for the 
final vote. Nothing but the last words and dying 
struggles of its opponents delays its triumph. And 
what a triumph it will be! Go back to the first re- 
commendation of it; see what impression the pro- 
ject made at first upon the public mind; trace its 
progress onward; mark the hostility, the clamor, 
the infinite variety and extreme severity of war it 
has encountered. Never was a measure more bit- 


terly and violently opposed. The whole artillery 


of the aristocracy, and the moneyed power, has 
been brought to bear against it. Yet it has van- 
quished all. The truth of its principles has led it 
forward, “conquering and to conquer,” until noth- 
ing remains to complete its success but the declara- 
lion of its victory. 

In this triumph the great Democratic doctrine of 
the honesty of the people, and their capacity for 
self-government, will also triumph. The simpl 
truths of the measure have won their convictions, 
and led them to embrace it, in opposition to every 
form of misrepresentation—in opposition to the 
“subtle poison” of the moneyed interest; and not- 
withstanding the severest pecuniary pressure and 
distress produced by acting upon the odious and 
abominable Federal doctrine, that “‘it is not by ar- 
gument, but by sufferings, that conviction is to be 
forced upon the minds of the people.” Tt has been 
-a severe test of their integrity and capacity, but ia 
proportion to its severity will be the glory of the 
triumph. 

. This lesson throws a broad and strong light on 
the future. The view it affords is full of encou- 
ragement to the friends of popular liberty. It shows 
them that the people will act honestly and intelli- 
gently; that they will treat the “log cabin and hard 
cider” flummeries and fooleries of the Opposition 
with the scorn and the contempt they merit. It pre- 
sents to their admiring gaze the entire and total 
rout and overthrow in the coming contest of the 
combined factions of Abolitionism, Conservatism, 
politieal Antimasonry, and Federalism, and the 
brilliant victory of Van Baren and Democracy. 


IN SENATE, Tuurspay, May 7, 1840. 
The VICE PRESIDENT submitted the follow- 
lowing report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate of 
the 24th April. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
May 4, 1840. 
Sır: lhave the honor to submit this report, in 
compliance with the following resolution, passed 
by the Ssnate on the 24th ult: 


|" «Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Treasury 
report to the Senate the aggregate amount of all 
expenditures or payments of every kind from the 
Treasury in each year, from 1824 to 1839 inclu- 
sive, in one column, and in another column for 
each year the aggregate amount, independent of 
the payments on account of. the public debt, 
whether funded or unfunded, and in a third co- 
lumn, the aggregate ampunt for permanent and 
ordinary purposes, excluding payments on ac- 
count of objects either extraordinary or temporary; 
such as the public debt, trast funcs and indemni- 
ties, claims of States for war debts or 3 per cents 
en lands sold, occasional donations in money to ob- 
jects in the District of Columbia or otherwise, sur- 
vey of the coast, taking the census, duties refund- 
ed, the Exploring expedition, and materials col- 
lected for the gradual improvement of the navy, 
durable public buildings of all kinds, bridges and 
fortifications, all roads, canals, breakwaters, and 
improvements in rivers and harbors, arming mili- 
tia and forts, all pensions except those to invalids, 
and the purchases of title to lands from Indians, the 
removal of Indians, and their wars, with such 
other payments as may have been made in those 
years for property lost or- injuries committed dur- 
ing any hostilities.” 

"Phe resolution was on the same day referred to 
the Register of the Treasury, with instructions to 
prepare a tabular statement, containing the infor- 
mation desired in three separate columns. It is 
hereto annexed, marked A. 

He was requested, also, to prepare another state- 
ment, showing. the specific sum which had been 
deducted each year on account of each item men- 
tioned in the resolution as either extraordinary or 
‘temporary. 

: Believing that this would be highly useful, as 
showing the details on which the general results in 
the third column of the first statement rest, and as 


| 


themselves much interest, I have annexed it, mark- 
ed B. 
Unless some accidental omission or other error 


Benton. 


has occurred, these two statements will present all 
the information desired by the resolution. 
With high respect, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
To Hon. Ricu. M. Jonnson, 
Vice President of the United States, and 
President of the Senate. 


A. 
STATEMENT of expenditures of the United States, from 
the year 1824 to the year 1839, inclusive, agreeably to a 
resolution of the Senute of the 24th of April, 1840. 


Aggregate amoun! | Aggregate amount Aggregateamount 


embracing many statistical facts, possessing in — 


of all expendi-| independent oij for permanent 

tures, or pay-| the payments onj and ordinary pur- 

ments of every| account of the] poses, excluding 

Years.| kind, from thej public debt, whe-| payments on ac- 

Treasury. ther funded or| count of objects 

unfunded. either extraordi- 

nary or tempora- 

ry.” 

1824 | $31,393,538 47 $15,330,144 71 $7,107,892 05 
1825 | 23.5935, 804 72 11,490.459 94 6,537,671 27 
1826 | 24,103,393 46 13,062,316 27 7,058,872 12 
1627 | 22,656,764 04 12,653,095 65 | 7,427,175 78 
1828 | 25,459,479 52 13,296,041 45 | 7,798,394 86 
1349 | 25,044,358 40 12,660,160 62 7,503 204 46 
1 24,585,281 55 13,229,933 33 | 7,624,827 56 
1831 | 30,038,446 12 13,864,067 90 7,679,412 66 
1832 | 34,356,698 06 16,516,388 77 8,562,650 42 
1833 | 24,257,298 49 22,713,755 11 8,827,095 77 
1834 | 24,601,982 44 18,425,417 25 9,667,797 97 
1835 | 17,673,141 56 17,514,950 28 9,157,490 32 
1836 | 30,868,164 04 30,868, 164 04 11,688,987 18 
1837 | 37,265,037 15 37,243,214 24 13,098,321 83 
1838 | 39,455,438 35 33,€49,718 08 18,837,594 44 
1839 | 37,129,396 80 25,982,797 75 13,525,800 18 


Totea betes 

"Such asthe public debt, trust funds, indenmities, claims of 
States for war debts, or three per cents on lands sold, occasional 
donations in money to objects in the District of Columbia, or 
otherwise, suivey of the coast, taking the census, duties re- 
funded. Exploring Expedition, and materials collected for the 
gradual improvement of the navy, including improvements at 
navy yards, durable public buildings of all kinds, bridges and 
fortifications, all roads, canals, breakwaters, and improvementa 
in rivers and harbors, arming militia and forts, all pensions, ex: 
cept those to invalids, and the purchases of title to lands from 
Indians, (Indian pe the removal of Indiansfand the 
wars, with such other payments as may have been made in 
those years for property lost, or injuries committed during any 
hostilities. None of these years or columns include any thing on 
account of the Post Office Department. 

The expenditures of 1839 ate subject to variation, on he 
settlement ofthe Treasurer’s accounts for that year, which hay e 


not yet reached this office. 
T. L. SMITH, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Register’s Office, May 4, kiii 


STATEMENT of payments on 


account of objects either 
extraordinary or temporary, 


including the public debt, 
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B.—Continued. 


* Obtained from the Fourth Auditor’s Office. 
T. L. SMITH, Register. 

Treasury DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, May 4, 1540. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the letter of the 
Secretary, and the tables, were ordered to be printed 

Mr. B. then rose to make another motion, and 
that was, to print an extra number of these papers. 
He proposed to give his reasons for the mo‘ion, 
and for that purpose, asked that the papers should 
be sentto him, (which was done;) and Mr. B. 
went on to say that his object was to spread be- 
fore the country, in an authentic form, the full 
view of all the Government expenses for a series 
of years past, going back as far as Mr. Monroe’s 
administration; and thereby enabling every citi- 
zen, in every part of the country, to see the actual, 
the comparative, and ihe classified expenditures of 
the Government, for the whole period, This pro- 


“PEST 


‘ of the Administrations which‘ 


ceeding had become necessary, Mr. B. saig, fro™ 
the systematic efforts made for some yeaps past, tO 
impress the country with the belief that ihe expen- 
ditures had increased threefold in tHe last twelve 
years—that they had xisen from QHIRTEEN to 
THIRTY-NINE millions of dollags; and that this 
enormous increase was,the effeét of the extrava- 
gance, of the corruption,.and of the incompetency 
d succeeded that of 
Mr. Adams and Mr. Monr These two latter 
Administrations were held Ap as the models of eco- 
nomy; those of Mr. Van Buren and General 
Jackson were stigmatized as monsters of er- 
travagance; and tables of figures were so 
arrranged as to give color to the cha- 
Tacters attributed to each. These systematic 
efforts—this reiterated assertion, made on this 
floor, of thirteen millions increased to thirty-nine— ` 


penditures, of the Government for the whole pe- 
riod which he had mentioned. 

Mr. B. then examined the actual and the com. 
parative expenses of two of the years, taken from 
the two contrasted periods referred to, and invoked 
the atteation of the Senate to the results which the 
comparison would exhibit. He took the first and 
the last of the years mentioned in the tables—the 
years 1824 and 1839—and began with the first 
item in the first column. This showed the aggre. 


:ı gate expenditures for every object for the year 
' 4824, to have been $31,898,538 47—very near 


and the effect which such statements must have ; 


upon the minds of those who cannot see the pur- . 
poses for which the money was expended, ap- 
peared to him (Mr. B.) to require some more for- 


; mal and authentic refutation than any one indi- 


vidual could give—something more imposing than 
the speech of a solitary member could afford. 


i; Familiar with the action of the Government for 
i. twenty years past—coming into the Senate in the 


time of Mr. Monroe—remaining in it ever since— 


i a friend to economy in public and in private life— | 


and closely scrutinizing the expenditures of the ` 


. Government during the whole time—he (Mr. B.) 


felt himself to be very abie at any time to have 
risen in his place, and to have exposed the 
delusion of this thirteen and thirty-nine mil- 


i lion bugbear; and, if he did not do so, it 
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he 
on 


was because, in the first place, 
disinclined to bandy contradictions 


was 
the 


| floor of the Senate; and, in the second place, 


because he relied upon the intelligence of the 
country to set all right whenever they obtained 
a view of the facts. This view he had made 
himself the instrument of procuring, and the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury had now presented it. 
It was ready for the contemplation of the Ame- 
rican people; and he could wish every citizen to 
have the picture in his own hands, that he might 
contemplate it at his own fireside, and at his full 
leisare. He could wish every citizen to possess 
a copy of this report, now received from the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, under the call of the Se- 
nate, and printed by its order; he could wish 
every citizen to possess one of these authentic co- 


| pies, bearing the imprimatur of the American Se- 


nate; but that was impossible; and, limiting his 
action to what was possible, he would propose tc 
print such number of extra copies as would 
enable some to reach every quarter of the 
Union. He knew that the report could easily go 
through the newspapers, (for it was very short,) 


thirty-two miliions of dollars, said Mr. B. and if 
stated alone, and without explanation, very capab'e 
of astonishing the public, of imposing upon the ig- 
norant, and of raising a cry against the dreadful ex- 
travagance, the corruption, and the wickedness of 
Mr. Monroe’s administration. Taker by itself, 
(and indisputably true it is in itself,) and this ag- 
gregate of near thirty-two millions is very sufficient 
to effect all this surprise and indignation in the 
public mind; but, passing on to the second column 
to see what were the expenditures, independeat of 
the public debt, and this large aggregate will be 
found to be reduced more than one half; it sinks 


` to $15,330,144 71. This is a heavy deduction; but 


i itis not all. 


Passing on to the third column, and 
it is seen that the actual expenses of the Go- 
vernment for permanent and ordinary objects, in- 
dependent of the temporary and extraordinary 
ones, for this same year, were only $7,107,892 05; 
being less than the one-fourth part of the aggregate 
of near thirty-two millions. This looks quite rea- 


' sonable, and goes far towards relieving Mr. Mon- 


roe’s administration from the imputation to which 
a view of the aggregate expenditure for the year 
would have subjected it. But, to make it entirely 
satisfactory, and to enable every citizen to under- 
stand the important point of the Government ex- 
penditures—a point on which the citizens of a free 
and representative Government should be always 
wel! informed—to attain this full satisfaction, let us 
pass on to the second table (marked B) and fix oor 
eyes on its first column, under the year 1824. We 
shall there find every temporary and extraordinary 


` object, and the amount paid on account of it, the 


and he hoped that it would appear in every paper 
that was a friend to truth and to fair dealing—that 
wished to give correct information to its readers. 
He hoped it would appear in allsuch papers; but 
that was not sufficient. The newspaper publica- 
tions were not sufficiently free from cavil to 
answer his purpose; no publication could be suffi- 
cient but the one made by the order of the Senate; 
and, therefore, he wished the document itself to go 
forth, with the Senatorial imprimefur upon it, in 
sufficient numbers to reach every quarter of the 
Union. He wished a large number to be printed; 
but would not suggest any particular number 
until he had first given to the Senate some view of 
the papers themselves, and thus shown them to be 
worthy of the most ample multiplication, and of 
the most ertensive diffusion. 

Mr. B. then opened the tables, and explained 
their character and contents. Tne first one 
(marked A) consisted of three columns, and ex- 
hibited the aggregate, and the classified expendi- 
tures of the Government from the year 1824 to 
1839, inclusive; the second one (marked B) con- 
tained the detailed statement of the payments an- 
nually made on account of all temporary or extra- 
ordinary objects, including the public debt, for the 
same period. The second table was explanatory 
of the third column of the first one; and the two, | 
taken together, would enable every citizen to see : 


the actual expenditures, and the comparative ex- | 


| sold within their limits, 


deduction of which reduced an aggregate of near 
thirty-two millions to a fraction over seven 
millions. We shall there find the explana- 
tion of the difference between the first and 
third columns. The first item is the sum of 
$16,568,393 76, paid on account of the pria- 
cipal and interest of the public debt. The 
secondis the sum of $4,891,386 56, paid to mer- 


: chants for indemnities under the treaty with Spain 


of 1819, by which we acquired Florida. The third 
is $5,510 27 paid to States for claims on account 
of war debts. The fourth is $47,714 53 for the 
three per centum to the new States on the lands 
The fifth is $17,000 on 


_ account of the two per centum to the Cumberland 


road. The fifth is $4,373 19 for the survey of 
the coast. The sixth is $423,342 46 for collecting 
materials for the gradual increase of the navy, and 
the improvement of the navy yards. Theseventh 
is $180,309 67 for durable public buildings. .The 
eighth is $429,972 04 for bridges and fortifica- 
tons. The ninth is $56,955 99 for rozds, ca- 


nals, and breakwaters, and improvements in 
rivers and harbors, except the Cumberland 
road, which was stated by itself. The tenth 


, is $171,155 43 for providing arms for the militia of 
, the United States, and for arming the fortifications. 


The eleventh is $1,267,600 41, for all pensions, 
excepi those of invalids. The twelfth is $429,- 


` 987 90 for purchasing Jand from Indians, and 
i paying for Indian depredations. The thirteenth, 


and last item, is the sum of $296,960 21 for mis- 
ceilaneous objects, and for property lost, or inju- 
ries committed, during hostilities with any power. 
The total of ali these items, except the public debt, 
is $8,222,252 66. This total, added to the sum 
paid on account of the public ceb:, makes close 
upon twenty-five millions of dollars; and this, de- 
ducted from the aggregate of near thirty-two mil- 
lions, leaves a fraction over seven millions for the 
real expenses of the Government—the ordinary 
and permanent expenses—during the last year of 
Mr. Monroe's administration. This is certainly a 


a 


i 
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satisfactory result. It exempts the Administration 
of that period from the imputation of extravagance, 
which the unexplained exhibition of the aggregate 
expenditures might have drawn upon 1t in the 
minds of uninformed persons. It clears that Ad- 
ministration from all blame. It must be satisfac- 
tory to every candid mind. And now let us apply 
the test of the same examination tv some year of 
the present Administration, now so incontinently 
charged with ruinous extravagance. Let us see 
how the same rule will work when applied to the 
present period; and, for that purpose, let us take 
the last year in the table, that of 1839, Let others 
take any year that they please, or as many as they 
please: I take one, because I only propose to give 
an example; and I take the last one in the table, 
because itis the last. Let us proceed with this 
examination, and see what the results, actual and 
comparative, will be. 

Commencing with the aggregate payments from 
the Treasury for all objects, Mr. B. said it would 
be seen at the foot of the first column in the first 
table, that they amounted to $37,129,396 80; pass- 
ing to the second column, and it would be seen 
that this sum was reduced to $25,982,797 75; and 
passing to the third, and it would be seen that this 


« Jatter sum was itself reduced to $13,525,800 18; 


and, referring to tke second table, under the year 
1839, and it would be seen how this aggregate of 
thirty-seven millions was reduced to thirteen and a 
half It was a great reduction; a reduction of 
nearly two-thirds from the aggregate amount paid 
out; and left for the proper expenses of the Go- 
vernment—its ordinary and permanent expenses— 
an inconceivably small sum for a great nation of 
seventeen millions of souls, covering an immense 
extent of territory, and acting a part among the 
great powers of the world. To trace this reduc- 
tion—-to show the reasons of the difference between 
the first and the third columns, Mr. B. wouid follow 
the same process which he had pursued in explain- 
ing the expenditures of the year 1824, and ask for 
nothing in one case which had not been granted in 
the other. 

1. The first item to be deducted from the thirty-seven million 
aggregate, was the sum of $11,146,599 05, paid on accourt of 
the public debt: He repeated, on account of the oe debt; 
for it was paid in redem ption of Treasury notes; an these Trea- 
sury notes were so much debt incurred to 
the revenue depoaiteg with the States, in 1 or shut up in 


banks during the suspension of 1837, or due from merchants, to 
whom indulgence had been granted: To supply the place of 


these unattainable funds, the Government went in debt i` 


by issuing Treasary notes; but faithful to the sentiment 
which abhorred a national debt, it paid off thedebt almost 
as fast as it contracted it. Above eleven millions of this debt 
was paid in 1839, amounting to almost the one third part of the 

egate expenditure of that year; and thus, nearly the one 
third part of the sum which is charged upon the Administration 
as extravagance and corruption, was a mere payment of debt! 
—amere payment of Treasury notes which we had issued to 
supply the place of our misplaced revenue. This item being 
deducted from the 37 millions, reduces it to 26, 

2, The second item to be deducted is stated in the table under 
the description of trust funds; and consists in moneys received 
in trust for the Chicasaw Indians, and other Indians, on-the sale 
of their lands, for which the United States act as their agent 
and treasurer. It amounts to near a quarter of a million, 
to wit, $240,694 for the year 1839; but forthe three preceding 
years averaged a million and a quarter, and contributed large- 
ly tu swell the expenditures, as they were termed, of 1836, 
1837, and 1838. This item had no existence in the year 1824; 
so that 1t becomes a new charge, apparently, upon the Treasu- 
ry; but io reality no charge at all, as it was only delivering over 
to , Indians the money which {had been received for them. 
Yet this item, amounting to nearly four millions in the last 
fotr years, is set down to the reckless extravagance of amad 
and ruinous Administration. 

3. The third item to be deducted is the sum of $717,552 27 
for indemnities; that is to say, for moneys recovered from fo 
reign nations, under General Jackson’s administration, for mer- 
chants who $ i 
whose money, when received, had gone into our Treasury, and 
was afterwards paid out to the rightful owners as their 
respective rights were ascertained. The payment for 
1839 was near three quarters of a million; but for the three pre- 
vious years they amounted in the whole to about five anda half 
millions; and, according to the accusation of the Opposition gen. 
tlemen, conatitnted so much of the horrid extravagance of those 
years! and here let us mark the difference between the present 
times and those of 1824, When, in that year, the sum of nearfive 
millions was paid out of the Treasury for indemnities to mer- 
chante under the Florida treaty, no one ever thought of making 
the people believe that it wasa part of the expenses of the Go- 
vernment. No one ever thought of injuring the Administfa- 
tion about it, These conceptions have been reserved for the 
present day. Now, for the first time in.the history of our coun- 
try, or perhaps of any country, the recovery of indemnities 
from foreigners, and their payment to our own citizens, be- 
comes a dreadful extravagance—a ruinous waste of money— 
for which a mad and profligate Administration must be thrust 
from power! i 

4. The; fourth item is a small sum of 84,875 50 for 
claims of States on account of expenditures for the general 
benefit during the late war. It was a payment of debt, and 


supply the place of | 
ka 


e. 


had been plundered under previous administrations, : 
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` not an expense of Government, and though small in 1839, it had 


been considerable in the three preceding years, amounting in 

that time to about $230,000,and of course, swelling by that much 

the aggregate expenditures of those years, and helping to make 

up ae monstrous extravagance of which the country heard so 
uch. 

- 5. The nextitem growsoutof the three per centum fund to 
the new States on the amount of the lands sold within their 
limits. It is due to the States by compact, as a consideration, 
anda most inadequate one it is, fornot taxing the Federal lands. 
For the year 1£39, this item amounted to $63,670; and, being a 
debt due to the States, is no part of the Government expenses. 
For the three previous years, when the land sales were at the 
largest, and when some of the States had neglected for some 
years to draw their money, the payments on this account 
amounted to near one and a half millions of dollars; and of 
course, swelled to that amount the extravagance of 1836, 137, 
and’38! In the year JS24, thisitem was only $47,714. 

6. The sixth item to be deducted was nearly allied to the for- 
mer. It was $198,530 for the two per centum on the sales of 
the public lands to make roads tothe new States, and applica- 
ble to the Cumberland road. In the year 1824 it was only 
$17,000; but in the great sales of 1835, ’6 and ’7, it amounted to 
near $1,200,000. Here again was a payment of a debt con- 
verted into wasteful extravagance ! 

7. Donations əf money to, or payments on account of, the 
District of Columbia, was the seventh item of deduction which 
Mr. B. mentioned. It amounted to $126,374 for the year 1839. 
It was a new itemin thelist of Government payments, hav- 
ing no existence in 1824, nor until the year 1 After that 
time it had been annual, and as high as $313,000 in one year, to 
wit, 1833, and for the years 1836, ’7, and’6, amounted to near 
$440,000. It was agratuity to the District, which had no poli- 

tical rights; and it was a gratuity which had no other object 
than to relieve itfrom burthens improvidently contracted; yet 
received the usual character of corrupt extravagance. 

8. The survey of the coast was the eighth item which Mr. B. 
explained. It was a temporary and extraordmary object, which 
had grown up from a trifle toa large amount within a few years 
past, and amounted to $91,995 for the year 1839. Previous to 
General Jackson’s administration it rarely exceeded two thou- 
sand do'lars per annum; for the years 1836-7 and 8, it amounted 
to about $220,000. 

9. Duties refunded to merchants was another of the new and 
large items which had lately grown up among our Treasury 
payments. From 1821 to 1832, it_ was unknown; yet, in 1839, 
it was $179,304; in the year 1633, it was $701,000; and for 
1836-7, and 8, it amounted to above $800,000. This was a favor, 
or an act of justice to merchants, granted by acts of Congress, 
er by judicial decisions, or by reversal ef previous construc- 
tions of the laws. It isno part of the Government expendi- 
ture, though, being refunded from the Treasury, it goes into the 
enumeration, to swell the general ageregate—to swell the cry of 
extravagance—aud to prove the hostility of the Administration 
to merchants! 

10. A tenth item to be deducted was the sum of $714,857 for 


' collecting materials for the increase of the navy. This was an 


; expenditure 


for the future defence of the country, andaveraged 

about $00,000 per annum since the commencement of Gene- 
ral Jackson’s administration, though only $423,000 in 1924. Jt 
isclearly no partof the ed bir of Governnient, but an outlay 
of money for the benefit of after years, and of posterity. 

LI. Permanent public buildings is another of the large items 
of recent expenditure. Formerly these buildings were of per- 
ishable materials, and sunk under the decay of time, or the 
ravages of fire; for some years past durable materials had been 
selected,and fireproof edifices constructed. The expenditure 
for this purpose, in 1839, was $1,248,044, and near the same fo 
the three preceding years. This again was an expenditure for 
the benefit of posterity, and not chargeable asan expense upon 
the actual administrations. i 

12. The sum of 4735.570 for. bridges and fortifications, was 


the twelfth item which Mr. B. pointed out for deduction, being 
both of them expenditures for the benefit of rity;, the ex- 
penditure extraordinary and temporary, but the benefit general 


and permanent. 

13. The sam of $1,491,000 for the improvement of rivers, 
harbors, and roads, exclusive of the Cumberland road, was 
another expenditure of the same character. In 1824, it was 
but $56,955; but took astart then which would have known no 
bounds had it not been for the Maysville veto. ` 

14. Providing arms for the militia of the States, and cannon 
for the forts, is another, expenditure for future times and for pos- 
terity. It amounted to $474,906 for 1839, and averaged above 
half a million a year for each of the three preceding years. In 
1€24, it was but $171,155. , 

15. Pensions, except those to invalids, was the next item 
noted by Mr. B. for deduction.. They were gratuities from the 
Treasury, and pot an expense of Government. They amount- 
ed in 1839, to $3,033,764, being near three times what they were 
in 1823. They had been an enormous drain upon the Treasury 
for the last seven years, amounting in 1833 to $4,485,000, and 
subsequently averaging about half that sum. 

16. Purchase of lands from Indians was another large item 
to be deducted, aad which had vastly increased of late. In 
1924, this head of expenditure only amounted to $429,967; in 
1839 it was $1,708,123; in 1836 was as high as three millions; 
in 1837, $2,404,000; and in 1838, it was $4,603,518. These were 
heavy expenditures, incurred for the great object of relieving 
all the Statea from the incumbrance of an Indian population; 
but though heavy, it is not money gone from the Treasury ne- 
ver toreturnteit. It all returns, and with profit, in the sale of 
the lands acquired; yet the vast sums paid on this head, is cited 
against us as rumous extravagance, for which the Gothsahould 
be driven from the Capitol! ` 

17. Removal of Indians and their wars was another item 
nearly connected with the last, and subject to the same remarks. 
It had grown up .of late, and was directed to the good of the 
States. In 182tit was nothing; in 1839 it was $1,775,914. Ta 
the three preceding years it was, respectively, in round num- 
bers, $6,000,000, $6,500,000, and 5,500,000. This is one of 
the largest heads of increased expenditure in recent years, 
and one of the most indispensable for the States of the South 
and West. It is appurtenant to the purchase of the Indian lands; 
and although large, yet the sales o the lands will far more than 
reimburse It. . 

18, And, finally, Mr. B. noted the sum of $232,369 for mis- 
cellaneous objects, not reduceable to a precise head, which 
swelled the list of expenditures, without belonging to the ex- 
penses ofthe Government. ; 

19, The Exploring Expedition was the last of theitems, It 
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was of recent origin, amounting to $97,668 in 1839, and to about 
$560,0:0 for the three preceding years. g oy 

These are the eighteen heads of extraordinary expenditure, 
said Mr. B. and the amount expended for each; and now let gen- 
tlemen of the Opposition say for which of these they did not 
vote, to which they now object, and for which they will not vote 
again at this session? 

With this view of the tabular statements Mr. B. closed the 
examination of the items of expenditure, and stated the re- 
sults to be a reduction of the 37 million aggregate in 1839, like 
that of the 32 million aggregate in 1824, to about one-third of 
its amount. The very first item, that of the payment of 
public debtin the redemption of Treasury notes, reduced it 11 
millions of dollars: it sunk it from 37 millions to 26. The 
other eighteen itemsamounted to $12,656,977, and reduced the 
26 millions to 13}. Here then in a result which is attained by 
the same process which applies to the year 1824, and to every 
other year, and which is right in itself; and which must put to 
flight and to shame all the attempts to excite the country with 
this bugbear story of extravagance. In the first place the ag- 
gregate expenditures have not increased three fold in fifteen 
years; they have not risen from 13 to 39 millions, as inconti- 
nently asserted by the Opposition; but from 32 millions to 37 or 
39. And how have they risen? By paying last year 11 mil- 
lions for Treasury notes, and more than 12 millions for Indian 
lands, and wars, removals of Indians, and increase of the army 
and navy, and other items as enumerated. The result is a 
residuum of 13} millions for the real expenses of the Govern- 
ment; a sum i millions short of what gentlemen proclaim 
would be an econominal expenditure. They all say that 
15 millions would be an economical expenditure: very well! 
here is 134! which is a million and a half short of that mark. 

The authentic tables show that the aggregate expenditures 
for 1824, came within five millions of those of 1839; conse- 
quently that, without a deduction for extraordinary expendi. 
tures, the charge of extravagance, waste, ruin, profligacy, &e. 
might have been raised against the Administration of that day, 
and some uninformed persons excited against it by a ground- 
less clamor; yet no one thought of raising such a clamor in 1824. 
No one then thought of charging, as extravagance, payments 
on account of the public debt, and for indemnities to mer- 
chants, and other extraordinary expenses. | Then all parties 
made the proper deductiors for payments eithet temporary or 
extraordinary intheir nature. Noone sought to mystify or to 
impose upon the ignorant. No one thought of palming a story 
of thirty-two millions upon the country as the expenses of the 
country. All that has been reserved for the present times; It 
has been reserved tor our day; and may have heen attended 
fora while with the ephemera! success which crowns for a 
moment the petty arts of delusion practised upon the ignorant. 
But the day for this delusion has gone by. he classified ta- 
bles, now presented, will reach every citizen, _and will clear up 
every doubt. They wil} enable every citizen to see every 
item of expenditure—to judge it himself—and to demand 
of the Opposition gentlemen, if they did not vote for it 
themselves, and if they now object to itt. Taking the 
extraordinary items as they rise, and beginning wit the 
first, the sum of eleven millions paid for redemption of 
Treasury notes; and it can be demanded if that payment was 
not right? and so on through the whole list, amounting to twelve 
anda half millions. The ordinary and permanent expe 
amounting to thirteen anda half millions, no one objects to: al 
admit that that sum isa million and half within the mark of 
meritorious economy. It is on the extraordinaries—it is on 
the difference between thirteen and a half and thirty-seven mil- 
lions—that the attack is made; and now we produce these ex- 
traordinaries. We give a list of them, item by item, with the 
amount paid on account of each; and call upon the 
kentiemen of the Opposition to name the one to which 
they object? to name the one for which they did not vote. 
Thisis what we do; and I will you, Mr. President, what they 
willdo: they will not name one item to which they now ob- 
ject, or against which they voted! They will not name one; 
and the reason is, because they cannet! They voted for all— 
they approve all—the country ‘will approve all, except part for 
pensions and harbors, and of these the Opposition were the 
leading advocates. And thus these gentlemen of the Opposi- 
tion are presented in the extraordinary light of going abroad to 
make a general denunciation of the Administration for extrava- 
gant expenditure; and when we show them she bill of particu- 
lara, and ask of them to point out the extravagant items, or the 
the ones for which they didnot vote, they will remain silent! 
They will name no item, because they cannot. 

Mr. B. said that this Administration and that of General Jack- 
son were ready for a comparison with any that, preceded them. 
Aggregates against aggregates, or items against items, they were 
ready for the comparison. if any one shail say that the ex- 
penses of the Government were thirty-seven millions in 1839, 
or thirty-nine millions in 1838, we answer that this is only five 
or seven millions more than the aggregate of 1824; that the: 
gregate was then thirty-two millions, and the increase 18 only in 
proportion to the increase of the country. Tf, descending from 
aggregates and going into items, it is said that sixteen millions 
must be deducted from the aggregate of 1824 for paymente to 
the public debt, and eight millions more for indemnities and 
other extraordinaries, we answer that eleven millions must be 
deducted from the aggregate of 1839 for redemption of Treasury 
notes, and twelve and a half millions more for Indian wars, 
treaties, and removals, anda dozen other extraordinaries. This 
brings the thirty-seven down te thirteeen and a half; and at that 
point complaint ceases. 

Mr, B. said that the tables which were presented treated every 
Administration alike. Beginning in the last year of Mr. Mon- 
roe, they eame down through the term of Mr. Adame, and the 
two terms of General Jackson, and the three years which had 
elapsed under Mr. Van Buren. All were treated alike! ‘The 
same rule was applied to the expenditures under eachone. The 
aggregate was given in every case first; and then: the extra- 
ordinary, separated from the ordinary expenditures, and the 
same items charged and credited in every case. In looking at 
the aggregates it will be seen that every ‘Administration needed 
this clasaification; that the aggregate under Mr. Adama’s ad- 
ministration was not thirteen millions, as re ted so man: 
millions of times, but about the double of that! and that this 
thirteen millions for that gentleman’s administration was only 
attained by deducting extraordinaries! by going through the 
very process which reduces the expenditure under Mr. Van 
Buren to thirteen and a half millions. The smallest aggregate 
in the whole table is that of 1835, under General Jackson’s ad- 
ministration, when the public debt had ceased, and the Indian 
wars had not begun. ‘the aggregate for that year is seventeen 
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millions and a half. Even including the extraordinacies of that 

ear, and the aggregate was but seventeen millions and a 
Ralf i Any soit will be again. As soon as we are done payin 
the Treasury notes, which are issued in lieu of our mepinced 
revenue, and so soon as our Indian troubles are over, and the 

ayments completed for removal of Indians, and purchase of 
their lands, the aggregate expenditures will come down to about 
what they were in 1835; ahd the ordinary expenses will be 
within fifteen millions. 

Mr. B. demanded who ever deemed it an expense of the Go- 
vernment, when Mr. Jefferson purchased Louisiana at fifteen 
millions of dollars? And who could think of charging as an ex- 

nse the large sums which had been lately paid in extinguish- 


ing Indian tities, and in removing Indians? One would as soon |; 
think of charging, among the expenses of a family, the outlay | 


which should be made by a prudent and thrifty farmer in pur- 
chasing additional land,and in inclosing it with fences,or covering 
it with improvements. The extinction of the Indian titles—the ac- 
quisition of their lands for settlement and cultivation; and the re- 
moval of the Indians themselves from all the States, was one of 
the great measures which illustrated Gen. Jackson’s adminis- 
tration, aad was beneficial both to the Indians and to the States, 
Bo great an object could not be effected without a large expen- 
diture of money; and who is there now to stand up and condemn 
the Administration for this expenditure? Who wants these In: 
dians back? Who wants Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and 
all the other States, again encumbered with the Indians which 
have left them? 
- That the expenses of the Government had increased In the 
last twelve or fifteen years, Mr. B. said was just as certainly true 
` as it was naturally to have been expected. The country itself 
had inereased in that timé: several new States had been admit- 
ted into the Union, and several new Territories had been created. 
An additional impetus had been given to the public defences, in 
the increase of the army and navy—wars with several Jndian 
tribes had intervened -vast purchases of Indian lands had been 


effected—whole tribes, nay, whole nations of Indians had been ; 


Temoved,and removed toa vast distance, and at a vast expense. 
This latter expenditure was chiefly for the benefit of the South 
and West; but where is the man in any quarterof the Union that 
caa stand up and condemn it? , 
Sir, Ladmit an increased expenditure; and, far from conceal. 
ing, lexhibit and proclaim it. I display the items; they are 
spread out in the statements now under discussion; I point 
them out tothe country. Isay they will be found, principally, ih 
the navy—in the army—in the Indian department—in the pen- 
sions—in the light house establishment—in Indian wars—in the 
defence of the frontiers, North and West—in fortifications—in 
preparing arms and munitions of war—-in the legislative de. 
jartment—-in permanent and durable fire proof public build- 
ings—and in assuming the foreign debt, and making other ex 
penditures for the District of Columbia. In these branches of 
the service will the increases be principally found, and I sup- 
ported them all except the increase for pensions, harbors, some 
of the light-houses, and the book printing part of the legislative 
expenses. Isupportedall except these: but the gentlemen of 
the Opposition supported all that I did, and these besides; and 
now go forth to raise a cry of extravagance ! 
Mr. B. said the Opposition not only voted for these increased 
expenditures, but in some instances greatly augmented them. 
This was the case in the Indian expenditures, and especially 
among the Cherokees. The Opposition set themselves up for 
the guardians of these Indians: they seemed to make political 
alliance with them. 
tics: the Oppositionbecanie allies to them; and the result was 
‘double trouble, and double expense, and double delays, and 
Couble vexation of every kind with those Indians; until it re- 
quired a military force to compel them to comply with treaties 
which pave them millions more than they ought to have re- 
ceived 
The Opposition not only voted for all the increases, and 
caused some of them to be augmented, but they attempted many 
enormousexpenditures which the Democratic members opposed 
and prevented. Let any one lovk to the billa which were re- 
jected, either in the Senate or in the House of Representatives; 
let any look to the number of these bills, and the tens of millions, 
in the aggregate, with whichthey were freighted, and then say 
what the expenses would have been if the Opposition had been 
in power. One ef these bills alone, the French spoliation bill, 
was for five millions of dollars; others were for vast sums, espe- 
cially the harbor bills. They were rejected by the votes of 
Democratic members; an@.if they had not been—if they had 
pasaed—they would have swelled the thirty-seven to near fifty 
millions; and would have been charged upon as a reckless, 
wasteful, horrible extravagance. 
Mr. B. said that the financial statements were a difficult sub- 
{ect to handlehard for a speaker td understand himself, and 
arder still to make himself be understood by others. {twasa 
point at which the most unfounded impressions might be made 
on the public mind—on which the greatest errors might be pro- 
pagated. Yet it was a point on which correct information 
should be disseminated—on which every citizenshould be in- 
formed—which every one should make it his business to under- 
stand. Eeenomy should bathe cardinal virtue of a free Go- 
vernment, and the whole body of the citizens should be the 
uardians of that virtue. They should guard the national 
ances; and for that purpose should understand them. They 
should kaow how much money was raised, for what purpose, 
and how expended. They could not be too Jealous of the mis- 
application of the public moneys; they could not scrutinize too 
closely the public accounts. Those accounts could not be too 
often presented to them, nor in a form too simple and obvious. 
Tt has been my endeavor, said Mr. B. both in calling for the 
statements which had just come in from the Treasury, and in 
what I have said upon them, to present the difficult subject of 
our finances ina plain, obvious, and intelligible form. My ob- 
ject has been to elucidate, and not to mystify; to enlighten, and 
not to confuse. I have endeavored to present a full, plain, 
authentic statement of the public expenditures; such as every 
citizen can see andcomprehend. Our adversaries present an 
aggregate; rush at the passions, and endeavor to alarm, or to 
enrage the people. 1 present the particulars and ask for their 
deliberate judgment. Sir, I have confidence in the capacity of 
my countrymen. I have confidence in their capacity for self go- 
vernment; in their moral and intellectual capacity for governing 
themselyes—for sustaining and carrying on the frame of Govern- 
ment which our ancestors previded for us. I believe that my 
fellow citizens possess the requisite qualities for self-government 
—judgment to.understand—virtue to choose—and patriotism to 
sustain--the'principles and the measures which are best for them- 
selves, I do not believe in the monarchial idea, that the peo- 


The Indians became parties to our poli- | 


ple are ignorant, venal, factious; that they have no enlighted 
views of men or measures; that reason, truthand sound argu- 
ment, are lost upon them, as pearls thrown to the swine; that 
the only way to govern them is to bamboozle and debauch 
them. T believe in none of these monarchial opinions, and 
have never practised upon them. Ihave never addressed my- 
self to the supposed ignorance, venality, faction, or caprice of 
my countrymen, but always to their intelligence, virtue and pa- 
triotism. The argumentum ad ignorantiam has had no place 
in my speeches: the argumentum ad judicium has been my 
aim. I cannoteay that Ihave spoken with judgment, but Tecan 


LiGHT BOATS AND 
LIGHT- HOUSES. 

In 1824, 102; in 1838, 

248 - - - 


121,492 301,035 Owing to increase 
in the number of eg. 
tablishments, 

CANADA DISTURBAN 
UES. 
: Protection of North- 
: ern frontier - 439,000 
' Private bills : - 153,126 228,759 Nearly double in: 


affirm that I have always paid my countrymen the compli- —, 


ment of speaking to their accredited judgiment—never to their |: 


supposed folly. Ihave spoken to the rational minds, to the vir- 
tuous hearts, and to the Jofty, generous and patriotic feelings of 
my countrymen; and I am too well content with the effect 
which this plan of speaking has had, to change it now. Facts; 


and reasons, are my materials—simplicity my style. Away . 


with exordium—awa Y 
phrases—away with theatrical display-—away with all figures, 
but figures of arithmetic; and of these I give many, and never 
more than in this short speech. This has been my plan of 
speaking, and this it is now. I have procured plain statements 
to be made out, and have i y 

T have endeavored to make myself intelligible on a subject in 
which intelligibility is somewhat difficult—on which itis easy 
forthe speaker to get both himself and his hearers into a fog: 
I have aimed at perspicuity, and flatter myself that I have been 
understood. Iwish the country to judge the expenditures of 
the Government—the particulars as well as the aggregate—and 


therefore place the whole before the public. Our adversaries f 


attack the aggrogate: Let them examine the particulars, and 
name the one to which they abject, and for which they did not 
vote! 

Mr. B. then appealed to Senators of the Democratic party to 
name the number of extra copies of the report which they 
would propose to print, professing himself ready to agree to 
anv number that was satisfactory to his friends 

Mr. Hubbard proposed thirty thousand. 

Mr. BENTON acccepted the proposition, and moved that 
thirty thousand extra copies of the report be printed for the 
use of the Senate. a. 
= The question being then on printing thirty thousand extra 
copies of the report, it was agreed to—yeas 22, nays 14, as 
follows: R 

YEAS—Mesers. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Lumpkin, Nicholas, No vell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Sturgeon, Wall, Williams, and Wright—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Dixon, 
Penderson, Knight, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, South- 
ard, Talimadge, ‘Webster and White—14. 


APPENDIX, 

Showing the items on which the permanent expenditutes 
have increased—the amounts of the increase—and the reasons 
of the increase. 

TABLE 1. 

In 1824, it wil be seen that the aggregate expenditures for ordi- 

nary and permanent purposes amounted to the sum of $7,107, 


In 1838 they amounted to $13,837,594 44. 
Making a difference against the year t838, of $8,729,702 39. 
He would now endeavor to show some of the items of ex- 
penditnre which wentto make up that difference: 
Increase of expenditures in 1838 beyond the expenditures 
i under same heads in 1824. 


delivered a plain speech upon them. . 


with peroration—away with holyday : 


amount on account 
of increase of busi- 
hess and population 
Payments to custom- “ 

house officers from 


Treasury - 190,354 Rendered necessa- 
ry in consequence of 

the tariff of 1833, to 

make their compen- 

sation equal to what 

it was prior to the 


passage of that act. 


1,122,284 2,166,240 Fifty per cent. in- 
312,400 631,408 crease in number of 
officers and seamen; 
pay increased twen: 
ly per cent. on ger- 

vice. 


Navy DEPARTMENT. 
Navy pay and subsis- 

tence . : 
Provision < . 


Repairs and building ja 
; - 404,15) 1,490,128 More ships in com- 


vessels } 
contingencies - 132,721 494,120 mission, new squad, 
ron to India, more 
repairs, building. 

steam vessels, andy, 

War DEPARTMENT. others. 3 


Army pay, subistence 


and forage - 1,400,824 2,559,757 Army increased in 


Clothing - - 168,738 595,003 number, and pay in- 
Ordnance - . 50,514 263,178 creased, rations 20 
Military academy - 26,438 207,137 per cent. higher,and 


also clothing 20 per. 
cent. increase; regi- 
ment of dragoons 
added for frontier; 
and Indian Bureau 
; added. 

Hy Both the above tables s apply to the permanent expendi- 
tures of the Government, explain the reason why they 
have increased to thirteen and a half millions. The extra. 
ordinary expenditures, which swelied the amount to thirty- 
eight millions, are detailed, item, by item, inthe body of My, 
Benron’s speech. 


SPEECH OF MR. WILLIAMS, 
OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

In the House of Representatives, June 4, 1840—In 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, on the bill “to provide for the collection, 
safekeeping, transfer, and disbursement of the 
public revenue” 

Mr. Crarrmas: I rise to make a ‘few remarks 
in reply t those which have been urged against 
the passage ofthe bill now under consideration. In 
doing so, it ig not my intention to traverse over 
the whole subject, but to meet a few prominent 
objections Wy unvarnished arguments, and a plain 
array of fgc s. 
istussion of this bill, sir, was commenced, 
en followed up, by a denunciation of it 
as an Efecutive and aristocratic measure. ‘That 
it has béen recommended by the President, is con- 
ceded; but does it thence follow that it is an aristo- 
cratic measure? What does it propose? In the 
first place, to dispense with the use of banks in the 
collection, safekeeping, and disbursement of the 
public revenue, and for these purposes to employ 


- responsible officers, appointed by the President, 


Legislature, - - - - $685,000 
Executive Departments, - . . -. 383,000 ` 
Surveyors and clerks . 5 - - 42,000 
Expenses of mints, exclusive of buildings, . 20,000 
Governments in the Territories ofthe United States, ~ 60,000 
Judiciary,  - - . . - . 169,000 
Support and maintenance of light-houses, - 147,000 
Surveys of public lands, = - - . - 17,000 
Marine hospital establishment, - - - 74,000 
Pay, subsistence, forage, Quartermaster’s depart. - 

ment, Medical department, and contingencies of - 

the army, < ETRS - - 1,474,000 
Purchasing department, (clothing, &c.) - - 384,000 
Military Academy, West Point, - - . 125,000 
Expenses ofarsenals, | - ~ - : 194,000 
Ordanance department, including gunpowder, - 

cannon balls, &c.- ——— - fe) reg - 260,000 
Pay, subsistence, provisions, and medicines for 

the navy, - - - - - 1,406,000 
Ordnance for the navy, - - - - 46 900 
Repairs of vessels, . - : . 819,000 
Contingencies of the navy, - . - - 242,000 
Marine corps, - . . - - 81,000 

$6,628,000 


permanent expenses 
items, in the years 
some ofthe reasons for 


_ TABLE 2. 
The following table is an exhibit of the 
of the Government on some leading 
1824 and 1839, with a brief statement 0 


the difference: 
Items of expenditure. 1824. 1838. Remarks. 
rae à 
nate an 

Poco - - 508,241 $687,218 The increase of 

Contingencies of both 86,000 501,783 population had been 

Printing . . 44,730 136,181 about 70 per cent. 

Two new States,two 
Territories, four Se- 
naters, twenty Re- 
presentatives, long- 
er sessions, more 
business, and more i 
printing required. 
JUDICIARY. 

Salariesand expenses 209,442 - 378,873 More Judges of 
the Supreme Court, 
more districtjudges, 
marshals, attorneys, j 


more courts, more 
jurors, more busi- 
ness, more wealth, 
and more suits, 


| 


with the advice and consent of the Senate; second- 
ly, to require the revenue to be deposited in the 
Treasury, or its branches, prohibiting any use or 
loan of it, except in the legal disbursements of Go- 
vernment, under severe penalties of fine and im- 
prisonment; and thirdly, to require, in the course of 
three years, all dues to be received, and all dis- 
bursements to be made, in gold and silver. These 
are the main provisions of the bill. 

In oppositien to this, I understand gentlemen to 
advocate the employment of banking institutions— 
irresponsible privileged associations—with power 
to use the public revenue as a fund on which to 
make loans and discounts for the benefit of their 
officers, stockholders, and customers. 

These, sir, are the two propositions now at issue; 
end it must be manifest that they involve great 
and fundamental principles of Government. The 
questien between them is not a mere choice of 
measures under one and the same theo ` of Gc 
vernment; but they present, or necessarily involve, 
two opposite theories—antagonistical prineiples of 


' Government. The one is founded in a distrust of 


the people; the other in faith and the eapacity of 
the people for self-government, They distinctly 
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present the issue, whether the many or the few— 
whether responsible or irresponsible power, shall 
predominate in the administration of the Govern- 
ment? f . , 

The bill under consideration recognises the su- 
premacy and the capacity ef the people for self- 
government, by entrusting the safekeeping and 
the disbursements of the public revenue to indivi- 
dual agents, appointed by, and responsible to, the 
Government of the people, for the use and benefit, 
not of a class or corporation, but of the whole peo- 
ple. Under this system, the equal rights and sove- 
reignty of the people are not only theoretically, but 

clically acknowledged. 

The bank deposite system, on the other hand, 
necessarily restricts the practical sovereignty of 
the people, by entrusting the revenue to the pos- 
session and use of corporations, unknown to the 
Constitation of the United States, having charters 
irrepealable by Congress, and being incapable of 
ignominious punishment. It takes the public mo- 
ney, raised for the public service, converts it into 
bank paper, and, as has been truly said, leaves the 

Government with only a mere right of action 
against the incorporations entrusted with its keep- 
ing. Is such asystem calculated to give supre- 
macy to the popular will? No, sir: it renders the 
Government dependent upon institutions irrespon- 
sible to the people. The tendency, if not the de- 
sign of it, is, not so much the safekeeping of the 
revenue, as to secure to the favored few the use 
and control of it. But the control of the revenue 
isan important branch of sovereignty. Shall this, 
then, be transferred to irresponsible banking cor- 
porations? If it is, what becomes of the boasted 
sovereigrty of the people? It is an old maxim, “to 
divide sovere gnty is to destroy it.” The moment. 
then, our revenue is controlled by the banks, it 
ceases to be by the people; and our Government, 
so far as the control of the revenue is concerned, 
ceases to be a Government of the people, and be- 
comes one of money changers. Its character is 


changed—the sovereignty departs from the people | 


—is transferred from the many to the few. _ 

Such a system may not be inconsistent with the 
theories of other Governments, for they lodge the 
sovereignty and the right to govern in the hands of 
a class. Bat it is not so with us; for here the peo- 
ple are supposed to be wiser and more competent 
than the few to govern and control. Hence to 


delegate to the members of corporations, associated | 


together for the mere purposes of private gain, the 
choice of the fiscal agents of Government, is 
clearly contrary to the spirit of our free institutions— 
is anti-democratic. It assumes the aristocratic prin- 
ciple, and strikes at the very root of liberty. 

The same course of reasoning that leads toa 
transfer of the fiscal operations of Government to 


moneyed associations, would lead to a like trans- ` 


fer of its various other departments. If members 
of corporations—the moneyed few—are better 
qualified than the people, or their responsible repre- 
sentatives, to choose the fiscal agents, as is done in 
the choice of bank officers, under the deposite sys- 
tem, does it not follow that they must be so in the 
choice of the Executive, Judicial, and Legislative, 
officers of Government? Incompetency in the one 
case clearly implies it in the others. 

An insuperable objection is thus presented, in 
the very outset, to the bank deposite system. 
It is clearly repugnant to the first great principles 
of our Government—the sovereignty and capacity 
of the people for self-government. 

But it is stongly urged against the measure un- 
der consideration, that it will injure the manufac- 
turer and rob labor of its honest reward. If I be- 
lieved, Mr. Chairman, such was to be the effect 
or tendency of the measure, I would be one of the 
last to support it; for I know of no interest more 

worthy the fostering care of Government than that 
of labor.. I know of no portion of the community 
that has stronger claims for protection than the 
laborers of onr country. Whatever of prosperity 
it has enjoyed, has been mainly derived from their 
hands. They have been the source of its wealth, 
and the architects of its glory. Through their 
efforts the forest has bowed, and the wilderness 
been made joyfal with the notes of industry and 
freedom. Towns, cities, and States, have sprang 
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into being, and the mighty tide of empire and of 
civilization has been sweeping on, on each revolv- 
ing year, with new and accelerated rapidity, to the 
broad waters of the Pacific. 
Bat the charge is made, and how is it sustained? 
How is the anticipated effect to be produced? Is 
it, as contended, by the prostration, of banks, of cre- 
dit, and of a paper currency? And is this bill 
adequate to produce such results? No, sir. There 
is nothing in it to endanger sound and well regu- 
lated banking institutions. It provides for the 
separation of Government from the vicissitudes of 
business, and from the corrupt abuses of which 
banks are the source; but it makes no war upon 
them. It encroaches not upon their rights. It is 
a were dissolution of partnership. The measure 
leaves them to their own resources, and the indul- 
gent care of their creators, the State Legislatures. 
Will this, sir, destroy the banks? Not, surely, if 
they have any solid basis to rest upon. The idea 
that a mere separation will prove their destru@ion, 
can only be founded on the supposition of their 
entire and inherent weakness and rottenness. If 
they are sound institutions—if they have any bet- 
ter foundation than public credulity—they can and 
will exist, notwithstanding the passage of this bill. 

It is not a measure offensive but defensive, and 
necessary to the independence, protection, and pro- 
per administration of the Government. The mo- 
ment the public money is deposited in the banks, 
the dangerous power is given to a privileged class 
to bankrupt the Treasury, and arrest the wheels of 
Government. The experiment has been tried. 
With over thirty millions of surplus revenue on 
hand, we have seen the Government, through their 
plighted faith, not only deprived of its use, and 
embarrassed, but denounced for its poverty and 
bankruptcy. Shall the humiliating spectacle of 
1837 be again presented to the world? Let us, sir, 
at least save the Republic from such discredit and 
disgrace, by the passage of the bill under conside- 
ration. 

This, sir, is necessary, not only to render the 
funds of the Government available for the uses of 
he Government, but te the uniform action of the 
anks themselves. It will check overaction by 

| withdrawing from their use the public money, the 
| most active cause of the wide spread embarrass- 


|| ments of 1837. This induces them to expand 
‘} most when money is plenty, and to contract most 


when their assistance is most needed to save the 
business community from bankruptcy and ruin. 
Confine them to their own resources, and they will 
do a safer business; their circulation will be more 
uniform than when banking upon the uncertain 
amount of the public money in deposite. As this 
varies, not only from year to year, but in different 
parts of the same year, the use of it by the banks, 
as a basis for issue or discount, must inevitably 
tend to increase fluctuation, unsettle markets, and 
aggravate all the evils of our banking system. 

Such, sir, was the opinion of the late President 

of the United States Bank before the present mea- 
sure was proposed and made the dividing line of 
parties. Upon the reorganization of that Bank, in 
1836, he not only declared the Bank “safer, 
stronger, and more prosperous than it ever was,” but 
that “i was an original misfortune in the structure ef 
the Bank that it was in any way connected with per- 
sons in office. The instincts of all political power 
make that association dangerous—useful to neither 
party—injurious to both.” 

But it is objected that it will withdraw the pub- 
lic money from the busines®of the country. What 
right, sir, have the banks and merchants to its cus- 
tody and use? Is our revenue raised for the sup- 
port of Government, or for purposes of private 
gain and speculation? Sir, we have no right to 
tax the people, to collect arevenue, for such indi- 
vidual and selfish purposes. Such dangerous pow- 
er has not been delegated to Congress—has not 
been surrendered by the people. Why, then, abuse 
the taxing power? Why, then, pervert the public 
revenue from its legitimate ends to enable bankers 
and speculators to thrive upon the Government? 
Our taxes are mainly collected from the cousu- 
mers—are paid about equally by the poor as well 
as the rich. Why, then, should the bankers be the 
only gainers by the people’s money? Are they more 


meritorious—truer or more devoted friends of 
their country? If not, why should the revenue go 
to make the rich richer? ls it showing friendship 
for the laboring community to exact the property 
of the laborer in taxes, and take only the promises 
of the banker? 

The system, sir, is unequal, unjust, and danger- 
ous. It adds to the insecurity of the public money 
in the Treasury, all the risks of banking, trading, 
and speculation. It taxes the people not merely 
for the support of Gevernment, but to create a 
fund for the use of a favored class. It is a species 
of favoritism at war with sound morality, with Re- 
publican legislation, and unworthy of a free and 
enlightened people. 

Strong exceptions have been taken to the provi- 

sions of the bill for the collection of the revenue 
in gold and siiver. To all that has been urged on 
this head, it is a sufficient answer, that no other 
currency is recognised by the Constitution—that 
no other currency will enable the Government to 
meet the demands which may be made upon the 
Treasury. Every citizen has the right, by the 
laws of the Jand, to exact specie in the payment 
of his debts. Why should the Government be 
content with less? My colleague [Mr. Cusnina] 
gives, asa reason, that it will furnish one and a 
superior currency for the Government, and ano- 
ther and inferior one for the people. But how so, 
when it only exercises a right secured to every citi- 
zen? How is it to benefit the office holders, if our 
bank paper is redeemable in, and, as contended, 
equivalent to gold and silver? It will not then af- 
fect prices; it will not then command a premium; 
and of course it will then confer no benefit to the 
office holder, But when the reverse is the case 
when paper ceases to be the representative of what 
it purports to be—ceases as a whole to be convert- 
ible into specie—in a word, becomes depreciated— 
in that case, my colleague admits, it should not be 
received into the Treasury. 

In either view, then, there is no soundness in the 
objection. It mistakes altogether the character of 
our free institutions. While our Government is a 
Government of the people, the interests of the two 
cannot be distinct. What is best for the Govern- 
ment will then be best for the people. 

Nor is there any just ground to fear that its ope- 
ration will drain the banks, and accumulate the 
specie of the country in the vaults of the Treasu- 
ry. Thecalls for specie will not be sufficient in 
amount to produce such effects. As the disburse- 
ments are going out during the whole process of 
receipts, but a small amount of specie will be re- 
quired to meet the wants of the Treasury. Large 
estimates have been presented to alarm the coun- 
try. But such are not the opinions of those who 
possess the best means of arriving at accurate con- 
clusions. After full investigation, it is believed 
the whole amount required will not exceed fouror . 
five millions. This is the estimate of the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury, founded upon the past action 
of the Government. Now if the whole of this 
amount should be withdrawn in a single year, it 
would not cause a greater variation than has often 
been produced, during the same period, by the ope- 
rations of commerce. But as the change is to be 
gradual, and ample time is allowed for specie to 
flow in to supply the place of such as may be re- 
quired for the use of Government, the bill affords 
no ground whatever to fear the consequences pre- 
dicted. 

Indeed, the very supposition, that such effects 
are to flow from the bill, is negatived by the argu- 
ments of every gentleman who has yet addressed 
the House on the subject. For while they have la- 
bored to create the belief that this measure will 
hoard specie, destroy banks, and introduce an ex- 
clusive metallic currency, they have hesitated not 


i at the same time to denounce it asa Treasury 


Bank—“a rag manufactory’—whose issues are 
destined to enter largely into the circulating medi- 
umof the country. Both arguments, it 18 evident, 
cannot be sound; and I leave it to the country to 
say whether either is; and whether such reasoning 
and inconsisteacy can have any better foundation 
than an attempt to mislead and deceive the people 
into subserviency to party views and party aggran- 
disement. 
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But the opponents of this measure have not 


been content with merely predicting evil from 
its fature operations. Io their zcal to render it 
odious to the people, they have gone further, 
and charged upon the policy of the Administra- 
tion, in introducing the bill, all the curtailment 
ot business, all the reduction of prices, and of 
the rates of wages, that have taken place dur- 
ing the last six months. This is a very brief, 
and it may be a very politic way, for them to 
account for the existing embarrassments; but, 
sir, is it the true way? Why attribute to the 
Government the present revulsion more than those 
which occurred under prior Administrations? It 
is not so great, so universal, or desolating, as 


- those under the reign of the United States Bank 


in 1819, "22, °25, and 8-9. We have now 
seen, in the Northern cities at least, but very 
few failures; whereas at each of the former pe- 
riods, they were very numerous. In 1825, during 
the short space of two months, there were no 


less than eighty failures in the city of Boston ! 


alone, exceeding in amount three millions of dol- | 


tle 


lars. And so great were the embarrassments 
among manufacturers in 1829, that, within the 
circle of ten adjacent miles of Providence, “up- 
wards of twenty-five hundred people were suddenly 
and unexpectedly thrown out of employment in 
the short space of ten days !” 

If such revulsions “fairly belonged to the vi- 
brations of trade," as contended by an honorable 
Senator, [Mr. Davis,] may not the one from which 
the country is now recovering, be much more fair- 
ly accounted for on other causes than the action 
of this Administration? Why, then, attribute to 
this source existing embarrassmeuts ? 
losing sight of truth for party ends? Is it not 
bearing false testimony against the Government of 
the people? And is such conduct becoming pa- 
triots intent only on their country’s good ? 

Sir, if there is stapnation of business, it is 
but the exhaustion consequent upon overaction 
and excess. Merchants have overtraded, the 
banks have overissued, and the States have 
contracted debts beyond the bounds of prudence, 


sources of our country’s embarrassments. And 
what has the Administration done to produce 
these unfortunate results? Tid it cause the 
States to run up their debts in Europe to the 
amount of $170,000,000 for wild projects of inter- 
nal improvement? Did it charter ihe nine hun- 
dred State banks, and flood the country with 
their issues? Did it cause the banks to grant their 
loans and discounts to favored directors and 
reckless speculators, instead of dividing them 
among business men to uphold the business of 
the country? No, sir; these are not the ac's of 


this Administration; nor is it answerable for their | 


bitter fraits—for the doings of the States acting in 
their sovereign capacities. It is their unequal and 
vicious legislation which has plunged the-eountry 
into embarrassment, and to them belongs the 
odious responsibility. 

But we are told that States, where the friends 
of the Administration have had the majority, 
have largely increased their banking capital. 
True, sir; but how was the increase effected? By 
the votes of the majority fof the Democratic 
members of those Legislatures? There are few, 
if any, instances where such has been the case, 
The increase of banks has generally been caused 
by the votes of the Opposition with the aid of a 
few, perhaps interested, Democrats. If there are 
instances to the contrary, they are bat exceptions 
to the general rule. 

Nor is the Administration responsible for the 
depression in the price of agricultural products. 
Some of these, it is true, are now low; but not 
More so than they have been periodically for the 
last twenty years. From the following table, ex- 
bibiting the prices of flour, beef, tobacco, and 
pork, in the city of New York, it will be seen, that 
the prices of each article named, was higher in 

March last, than in 1834, in 1830, or in 1828: 


Flour. Beef. Tobacco. Pork. 

1828, March, 5.124 6 00 4h 8.62 
“ Sept, 6.124 6.50 4 10.75 
1829, March, 8.00 7.25 4i 9.87 


Is it not | 
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“Sept, 5.62 7.623 5 10.75 
1830, March, 5.00 6.00 54 9 00 
“o Sept, 5.25 6.00 44 9.87 
1831, March, 7.12 5.75 44 10.25 
“ Sept, 5.87 4.874 44 11.00 
1832, March, 5.87 5.50 44 10.87 : 
“ Sepi, 6.00 5.50 5 11.87 
1833, March, 6.25 550 — 10.75 
“Sept, 5.75 6.00 6 11.87 
1834, March, 4.75 5.75 64 10.00 
“ Sep, 5.37 6.25 7 9.25 
1835, March, 5.62 7.00 7k 10.00 
“Sept, 5.874 8.62 8 14.25 
1836, March, 7.75 6.75 74 16.25 
“ Sept, 9.25 7.25 74 18.25 
1837, March, 1200 8.50 7h 18.25 
“ Sept, 9.62 9.00 74 13.00 
1838, March, 8.12 11.25 74 14.00 
“ Sept 8.50 12.00 124 18.50 
1839, March, 8.37 11.50 114 18.62 
“ . Sept, 6.50 11.00 10 13.00 - 
1840, March, 5.75 9.25 ll 13,00 ; 


The average price of flour per barrel, in Phila- 
delphia, during the present Administration, has 
exceeded $700; during General Jackson’s last 


| term, according to a table published in Hazard’s 


i 


Register, it was $6 16; during his first term, it 
was $5 63; during Mr. Adams’s term, it was $5 14; 
and during Mr. Monroe’s last term, it was $5 95; 
thus showing, if high prices are to be the test of 


i: maerit, the preference is to be given to the present 


i 


c 70: '| prices. 
or their present ability to pay. These are the | 


over the preceaing Administrations. 
But notwithstanding all this, we hear much said 
about the fall of prices, as if it was something new 


{ 
| nistration. Is there any connection between the 
| two? What, sir, is price? It is defined as the re- 
lative proportion existing between the amount of 
money and the amount of commodities in the mar- 
ket. It can, then, only be altered by an undue 
depression. or increase of the one or the other. 
During the past year, we have witnessed both. 
We have had a bountiful harvest, and a great cur- 
tailment of bank issues; and hence the fail of 
But has the Administration caused either? 
Has it increased the amount of commodities?’ No, 
sir. These are not the fruits of our legislation, 
but the products of industry and the seasons. To 
| charge the Administration, then, with the fall of 
prices consequent upon the increase of the supply 
in the market, amounts to nothing more nor less 
than to denounce it for the gifts of a fruitful sea- 
son and a beneficent Providence. Has Govern- 
ment, then, diminished the amount of money or 
currency? There is no evidence of such a deed 
on the part of this Administration. It has passed 
no law on the subject, but continues to receive the 
| same kind of money which has been received into 
the Treasury from the foundation of the Govern- 
ment, with the exception of a short. pericd during 
| the war. 
{ ‘The revulsion, then, which has taken place in 
prices, is not the act of this Administration, but is 
; the joint result of a bountiful harvest, and of the 
J 


Government, and arrayed in open hostility against 
it. 


to a fall of prices when supply exceeds demand, or 
when the currency becomes contracted, or as- 
sumes a higher standard of value. 


| that the Administration design to degrade our la- 
boring community to a level with that of European 
countries. 


and unprecedented, and all the work of the Admi- | 
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dition of our country, and the laws which regulate 
the rates of wages. These are not determined 
alone by the currency of a country, though it has 
avery important bearing, but by the densily of its 
population, by their intelligence and enterprise, 
and by all the circumstances that can affect con- 
sumption or production. The greater the de. 
mand, other things being the same, the higher 
wages willbe. But as the demand will be greater, 
so will wages be higher, among asparse but free 
and intelligent, than among a dense and oppressed 
population. Hence wages are low in Europe, and 
comparatively high here; and such will continue 
to be the case, while there is a down trodden sur- 
plus population in Europe, and while the enter- 
prise and intelligence of our citizens, and our er- 


: tensive public domain, afford ample resources 
' against any long continued excess of supply be- 


yond demand. 

How perfectly preposterous then is it for gentle- 
men seriously to accuse the Administration of the 
design to reduce the free laborers of this country 
to a level with those of Europe, by a mere requi- 
sition of gold and silver in the receipts of the Trea- 


: sury. The change is altogether tvo great and radi. 


cal to be produced by such a cause. It would re- 


` quire a revolution, not only in the system of our 


Government, but in the condition of our country, 
and the character of our people. Before it could 
be brought about, our liberties must be swallowed 
up io despotism, the enterprise and intelligence of 
our citizens be lost in luxury and sensuality, and 
the wide spread acres of our public land teem and 
overflow with a haif starved, ignorant, and king 
oppressed population. 

On what, then, rests the charge that the Adminis- 
tration is hostile to laborers? The only evidence 
which has yet been adduced is the declaration of some 
of the triends of the Administration of opposition 
to the banking system. Now suppose such eppo- 
sition to be -eùtertained to the full extent repre- 
sented; dces it follow that they are opposed to the. 
well being of the laborer?. Is such a charge dedu- 
cible fromsuch premises? Ifit is, how stands the 
case with the Opposition? Have none of its members 
expressed similar hostility? Look, sir, at the opi- 
nions avowed by the honorable John Tyler, the 
Whig candidate for the Vice Presidency. In a 
speech delivered against the late United States 


| Bank, and published in the National Intelligen- 
: cerof April 6, 1819, he used the following empha- 


tic language: 

“For one, I enter my protest against the banking system ag 
conducted in this country—a_ system not to be supported by 
any correct principles of political economy; a grosa delusion, 
the dream of a visionary—a system which has done more to 
corrupt the moralsof society than any thing else; which hag 


: introduced a struggle for wealth, instead of that honorable 


acts of incorporations acting independent of this . 


Nor has the objection any better foundation, | 8 
: their appearance in the formof bank curtailments. 


: now te surrender their errors. 


struggle which governs the actions of a patriot, and makes amg 
bition virtue; which has made the husbandman spurn his cot- 
tage, and introduced a spirit at variance with the simplicity of 
our institutions, Icall upon the warm advocates of bankin 
Shali I take them by the hand 
and lead them through our. cities? Bankruptcy meets us a 
every step; ruin stares usevery where inthe face. Shall Ibe 
told of the benefits arising to commerce from the concentraticn 
of capital? Away with the delusion, Experience has exposed 
its fallacy. True, fora moment, ithas operated as a stimulus; 
but, like ardent spirit, it has produced activity and energy but 
for a moment: relaxation has followed, and the torpor of death 


: hasensued. When you first open your bank, much bustle en- 


In other words, ıt is the natural operation of |: 
those great laws of trade and currency, which lead | 


sues: a factitious goddess, pretending to be wealth, stands at 
the door, inviting all to enter and receive accommodation; 
splendid palaces arise; the ocean is covered with maile: but 
some alteration in the state of the country takes place; and 
when the thoughtless adventurer, seated ‘in the midet of his 


| family, inthe imaginary enjoyment of permanent security, 


sketches out to himself long and halcyon days, his prospects 
are overshadowed, and misery, ruin, and bankruptcy make 
Ifthis be 
true, and T appeal to the knowledge of all men for its truth, I 


‘, demand to know if you can put down the system to soon. Can 


If this is “what the Administration | 


propose,” my colleague says he can answer “that . 


Massachusetts will rever accept such a policy.” 


No, sir; neither Massachusetts nor any other State | 


will accept it at the hands of this Administration, 


for the good and conclusive reason that it has |, 


adopted no such policy; advocates no such policy; 


and can have no motive or intention to propose ` 


any such degrading policy. The charge is no less 
groundless than ridiculous. Neither this, nor any 
other Administration, could produce such a resul, 
if thcy should entertaim the unholy wish. In mak- 
ing the objection, gentlemen studiously keep out of 
sight the vast difference between this country and 
Europe, the character of our institutions, the con- 


i 


: of our duty. It is all that can be asked of us. 


we toosoon escape the dangers with which we are surrounded? 
I know I shall be told that, even if we put down this bartk, the 
State banks wili still exist. Evenif true, the position is not a 
justifiable one. Ifthe State Legislatures do not follow the ež- 
ample which weset them, we shall have acquitted ourselves 
But, sir, we ac- 
tually possen the iever of Archimides,,and have a footof 
ground on which to rest it. Our revenue amounts to up- 
wards of $20,000,000 annually. Require a fourth, or even a 
sixth, to be paid in gold and silver—what would be the effect? 
The merchant would collect the notes of banks, and demand 
specie for them; and thus atest would be adopted by means 
of which to ascertain the solvency of each institution. The de- 
mand of specie thus produced would have the beneficial effect 
of introducing more of it into the country; for money is like 
every other article, and will find its way to the market where 
itis most wanting. Thesystem might be enlarged gradually 
until your wishes should be consummated.” 

here, sir, in the range of our-history, can you 


find a bolder- denunciation of our whole banking 
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system? If opposition to it, then, makes any of 
the friends of the Administration the enemies of 
the laborer, mus! not the opposition of Mr. Tyler 
make him equaliy so? There is no escape trom 
the conclusion; aad ihe opponents of the bill must 
either acxsnowledge the infereace which they have 
drawn wnwarraccei, or stand before the country 
guilty of the incon-isteacy of denouncing the oppo 
nents of the bankiag system as hostile to laborers, 
while they have presented and are urging the elec- 
tion of an equally strong opponent, as par excel- 
lence, the friend of the laborer. To this atternative 
they are brought; and they may take either horn of 
the dilemma they choose. 

Nor is opposition to our banking system peculiar 
to Mr. Tyler himself. The Richmond Whig, the 
organ of the Opposition in Virginia, ia alluding in 
a laie number to the necessity of bank reform, has 
the following paragraph, not only explicitly attri- 
buting the crying evils of the day to banks, but la- 
menting their introduction into the country in as 
strong language as those whose opposition is held 
up as an undisguised warfare upen labor and civili- 
zation: 

“Unhappy was theday for America, when banks were intro- 
duced into the country. Speculation, debt, ruin, depravation 
of morals, and misery, have followed in their train. Much ef the 
improvement which they are said to have accomplished, we 
believe to be no improvement at all; but if it be, improvement 
prematurely attempted, and effected by the unnatural expan- 
sion of the paper system, which, again collapsing, as collapse 
it always will, after such an expansion, has scattered destruc- 
tion through the land.” 

Nor are these doctrines peculiar to Virginia, but 
were proclaimed by a recent Whig candidate for 
the Presidency (Mr. Webster) in 1816, and reite- 
rated in strong and glowing terms in 1832. Even 
the Senator (Mr. Davis] who charges upon the 
friends of the Administration a design to reduce the 
rewards of labor, by infusing a greater amount of 
specie into the currency, promulgated similar doc- 
trines in his message as Governor of Massachusetts 
in 1834, and affirmed in 1838 that experience had 
confirmed him in their correctness. Nor is this 
all No longer ago ihan last fall one of the organs 
of the Opposition (the Boston Daily Advertiser) 
published a series of essays, written by one of the 
leading Whigs of New England, taking as strong 
ground against our banking system, so far as it 
bears upon labor, as the most radical Democrat. 
The following is an extract from an essay pub- 


lished in that paper in September last: 

‘Phe currency of the country, instead of possessing that stea- 
diness in value essential to the great interests of the nation, and 
which is the characteristic of a metal currency, is, under ns 
present manazemeut, subject to frequent and violent fluctua- 
tions, equal in the course of a year to 10, 15, or <0 per cent. 
causing a correspondi. g variation in the value of property. 
Such changes are extremely injurious to the operations of all re- 
gular industry. With acurrency liable to such variations, no 
tolerably correct calculations can be made for twelve, or even 
far six months to come, by the farmer, merchant, mechanic, 
and manufacturer, of the value of their products at thetermina- 
tion of these periods. Men of the greatest skill, indusiry, and 
ecooemy, in the management of their concerns, are constantly 
defeated of their earnings. if not wholly ruined, by these sudden 
changes in the standard of value—changes which are wholly be- 
yond the foresight, if not the comprehension, of the great mass 
of the business community. They neither understand the causes 
of their suffering, nor if they did, so long as they continued 
in business, could they guard against them. All the industri- 
vus classes suffer from such frequent and violent alternations 
in the value of property; but the heaviest portion of it falls upon 
that lange body of men wiso rely upon their limited and fixed 
incomes derivable from fees, salaries, or upon money invest- 
ments in banks, and other institutions; and, aboveall, upon that 
much more numerous class who depend upon manual lahor— 
upon their daily earnmgs for their daily bread. The merchant 
and manufacturer will find some compensation for his share of 
théevils of a deranged currency, by the enhanced profits inci- 
dent to trade, when the currency is in a state of expansion, 
while the wealthy capitalist, who is out of the current of active 
business, may profit in his money investments, by the purchase 
of the property of the disabled and distressed classes, at half its 

ordinary value. / 

“fo the retired and laboring classes, then, we say, that an 
uncetrtain, fluctuating currency, tending, as ours has been of 
late, to excess, 18 an unmitigated evii—at least such it has 
been in this country. The effect of the undue expansion from 
1834 to 1836, when the bank issues were increased from 95 to 
186 millions, and the liabilities from 171 to 341 millions, which 
wasthe main, and the only effective cause of the commercial 
revulsion and bank suspension in 1837. We repeat, the effect 
of that over issue of paper, was to raise and to maintain the 
pricesof the necessaries of Jife from 20 to 30, and occasionally 
50 per cent. beyond what they would have been had our currency 
been kept in a natural and sound state. Thus the cost ofliving was 
enhanced perhaps one-third, while the incomes and wages of the 
large classes to which we have referred were, in a great de- 
gree, stationary. This evil, too, is stil! existing; and will not 
cease to exist, till by a further contraction of our exuberant 
currency, prices are brought to a more natural level—to that 
level, in fact, on which the rewards of Jabor, and the incom:s 
of invested capital were based, when our currency was in its 
ordinary sound state. To place these classes on a level with 
the active business portion of the community, who, from their 
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position, can profit by the fluctuations of our currency, their 
fees, wages and incomes should have been increased in a cor- 
responding ratio with the effect inthe prices of the necessaries 
of life cmsequent upon an enlargement of the cucrency. No 
such augmentation to the incomes and wages of the classes to 
which we allude, wasever made; nor is there any probability 
of its being done; because, in the first place, the sufferers, be- 
ing for the most part ignorant of the tiue causes of the in- 
creased expense of living, do not comprehend the reasonable- 
ness of demanding an increase of compensation propertionate 
to the decreased value of money; and secondly, 1f such a de- 
mand was made, would it not be alleged that the derangement 
of the currency, being in its nature temporary, and liable, 
therefore, to a return to its former sound state, it would be in- 
expedient anıl unjust to make these changes in the prices ot 
labor, and of protessional services, which it would be just and 


expedient to make in case of a permanent alteration in the : 
value of money—-such, for instance, as would arise from asud- : 
den and considerable variation in the quantities of the precious ; 


metals existing in the commercial world? Such, we appre- 
hend, in the case here imagined, would be the arguments em- 
ployed by the most powerful against the most powerless por- 
tion of the community, to prevent their obtaining any aba:e- 
ment for their loss in the decreased value of money censequent 
upon an enlargement of the circulating medium. 

“Again: not only are the less affluent and laboring classes 
cempelled to pay the increased prices for their provisions, 
founded upon a superfluous currency, while their fees, salaries 
and wages are based upon alower scale of an undepreciated 
currency; but at every revulsion in business, they are liable to 
be thrown out of their accustomed vocations, and driven to 
new ones, for which they are less fitted, and sometimes 
wholly deprived of any employ ment.” 

The evils here described, with the derangement 
of business and prices, are explicitly declared to be 
‘the natural, if not the inevi'able, fruits of a vi- 
cious system of surrency; of a currency issued by 
900 banks,” which hare the power, and exercise 
it too, “of expanding the circulating medium to 
any extent they deem proper, and, consequently, of 
altering the value of property to a like extent.” 
And the opinion is expressed, that while the system 
is continued, we shall have convulsions and reval- 
sions at intervals of perhaps three or four years, 
when “ paper of undefined value, or of no value, 
may be used, if not legally, yet by force of public 
opinion, stronger than the laws of the land, to dis- 
charge debts based upon coin of a fixed value, to 
the great discouragement of honest industry, in 
atter disregard of the rights of property, and of 
those principles upon which our institutions are 
based.” 

Such, sir, was the language of a leading Whig 
in a leading organ of the Opposition last fall. 
Where, then, was their koly horror of infusing 
more specie into ourcirculating medium? Where, 


then, was all the eloquence since manifested in | 
favor of high nominal wages? We heard nothing | 


of it then in Massachusetts. It slumbered, sir, 
umil political power was seen departing from their 
grasp—until a desperate effort became necessary 
to uphoid a desperate and sinking cause. No po- 
litical capital could then te made out of it. The 
evils of our banking system were then proclaimed 
from the high quarters of Whigism, and in a pa- 
per, too, which represents the commercial and manu- 
facturing interests of New England. No fears 
were then expressed at a reduction of currency 
or prices; but, on the contrary, a reduction of both 
was opetly, boldly, and most strenuously recom- 
mended, ax necessary to the best interests of the 
country, and the restora‘ion of business to a sound 
and healthful state In an essay in that paper of 
the 9th of October, the writer says: 


“Our prices have been so high for the last twelve months 
past, owing to our redundant currency, that there has hardly 
been a moment when the products of our soil or our manufacto- 
ries, would command in any foreign market so much as they 
cost inthe home one—one consequence of which has been, that 
the best mode of payment for import cargoes was found in the 
negotiating of bills on London, and for the reimbursement of 
which we are now shipping a portion of our too scanty sup- 
plies of coin. i 

“The extreme prices of grain among us, were not owing to a 
bad harvest—for seldom has the country been. blessed with a 
better one. The unnatural price of nine dollars a barrel for 
flour was caused, not by a scarcity of wheat, but by a super- 
abundance of currency—of bank notes—issued and loaned by 
the banks in New York State, and other grain States—ior the 
purpose of sustaining and enhancing the prices of grain 25 to 
334 hove what they ought to have been, and what they would 
have been had our currency been in natural and sound state. 

“But it will be alleged that our currency has since been in a 
course of goctraction. True, and prices have felt the good ef- 
fects of it, but they are stillioo high. Even cotton, which is 
looked upon with least favor as an article of commerce, can- 
not be purchase:! in the New York market, where most of the 
stock 1s concentrated, nor 1n any other market, so low, with the 
usual export charges to Europe, as the last Liverpool quota- 
tions; while wheat, with a. superabundant crop, and a large 
surplus of the past season, is probably higher than in any ofthe 
grain exporting countries of Europe. Thisis not ali; the mo- 
ment there is a slight improvement in the prices of cotton 
abroad,or even a faint prospect of a demand for flour and 
wheat in England, he spirit of yash speculation would revive 
—prices advance beyond theip already inflated rates, and pru- 


dent men be prevented, as they were last year, from the free 
exportation of those staples.” 

“again, had the currency not been redundant, prices of 
foreign goods would have been lower—the temptations to im- 
port lessened, and thus the balance of foreign payments kept 
down, perhaps some 20, 30, or $40,000,000 below what they are 
at this moment. It is this foreign debt, this heavy balance 
against us, and which is constantly accruing, and probably 
faster than it is discharged, that has brought the exchanges 
against the country, and by the drains upon our coin, caused 
the banks to suddenly curtail their issues and their loans. and 
thuscreated the heavy pressure on the money market, which 
has deranged all operations of business. ™ 

“lf the principal partof our currency was coin, the parting 
with five times the amount we have exported, or which we 
may hereafter be required to export, would cause kut a slight 
variation of prices.” 


In these extracts, we have two impcrtant admis- 
sions. In the first place, what my colleague 
charges upon the Administration as a mere matter 
of inference—a reduction of currency and prices—- 
is strongly recommended as the only true policy to 
be pursued by the banks and business men. Prices 
are declared to be too high; and the opinion is sub- 
sequently expressed, that when the currency be- 
comes ‘‘as contracted as it should be,” the price 
of flour “may fall to $5, and then we may go to 
foreign markets, in competition with the grain 
growers of Europe, which we have uot been able 
to do for some five or six years past—somelimes 
by reason of a scant harvest, but more commonly 
because our prices were unnaturally sustained by a 
superabundant currency, in common with the prices 
of cotton and most other staples. This every im- 
porting merchant will know to be true, from the 
result of his operations.” 

After the promulgation of such sentiments from 
such a quarter, does itnow beccme my colleague 
to reproach the Administration with the design to 
reduce the currency and prices? If there has been 
a contraction, is not the evidence clear and full to 
show that it was a measure strongly pressed upon 
the banks by his own political friend, and one, too, 
who has been held up as a guide on the s‘bject of 
currency? 


In the second place, we have the admission that 
“had the currency not been redundant, prices of 
foreign goods would have been lower.” Aand such 
most obviously would have been the case. An in- 
flation of our currency cheapens the whole mass, 
and consequently requires more currency here, 
though it may not materially affect prices abroad, 
to measure out a given quantity of goods, whether 
of foreign or domestic production. But suppose 
our currency should be more contracted than it 
has usually been; and suppose all things of foreign 
production should retain their old prices, as con- 
tended by my colleague, would it not then operate 
in favor of those of domestic production? If my 
colleague’s object is to afford foreign goods to 
our citizens atlow prices, why does he advocate a 
high tariff? Is it not to enhance the price of foreign 
goods, and thereby encourage the growth and ma- 
nufacture of onrown? If this bill, then, as he ar- 
gues, will have the same effect, why oppose it? 
His objection on this head is evidently inconsis- 
tent with his tariff doctrines, and, accerding to his 
own theory, is therefore entitled to no weight. 

Throughout the whole discussion of this measure, 
its opponents have seemed to take it for granted 
that the interest of labor is identical with that of 
our banking system. Is such an assumption just 
and well founded? Is it true that our paper cur- 
rency 1s the one of all others the best caleulated to 
promote the well being of the laborer? Let us, sir, 
bring tto the test of acknowledged principles, and 
the results of experience. 


What is the great office of a currency? To pay 
debts—to settle balances. It is defined as the me- 
dial commodity by which the value of labor and 
property are measured and determined. If it. is 
unstable and fluctuating, such will be the s‘andard 
of value and the character of business, Hence sta- 
bility has been rightly considered by'standard wri- 
ters on political economy, as essential to “the pros- 
perity of a country as fixed standards of weights 
and measures.” 

Now, does this important element of stability en- 
ter into and characterize our paper currency? Sir, 
every body knows the contrary. The winds and 
waves of ocean have not been more variable. In- 
stead of possessing that stability which is necessary 
to give steadiness of value, it has varied with the 
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SA PES a TEA TS SSL SE BOLE eee 


i lings of the human breast. Founded 
Cor ian, it has ebbed and flowed as the 
human mind has alternated (rom hope to fear. At 
times we have seen it so contracted as not to afford 
the requisite facilities for the operations of business, | 
while at other periods it has been so expanded as | 
to afford means for the wildest extravagance and | 
specalation. It has borne no uniform proportion | 
either to the population, the specie, or the wealth 
of the cour'ry. 

In 1816, the amount of currency was $11 per 
head of the whole population; $7 in 1819, $5 in | 
1830, $6 in 1834, $7 in 1835, $5 ın 1836, and $10 , 
in January, 1837. ave 

In 1819, the amount of paperand specie in circu- 
lation, was over seventy millions of dollars; in 1820, 
Jessthan forty-eight millions. In 1833, the bank cir- 
culation was sixty-five millions; in 1834, ninety-four 
millions; and in January, 1837, no less than one | 
handred and forty-nine millions. From 1830 to | 
1837, there was an increase in the loans and dis- 
counts of banks from two hundred to five hundred 
and twenty-five millions; and the circulation from 
sixty-one to one handred and forty-nine millions; 
aad in the deposites from thirty-five to one hun- 
dred and tweoty-seven milllions. Here was an 
inerease in the currency, in the short space of six 
years, of over one hundred per cent. while the in- 
crease in the wealth of the country could not have 
exceeded one quarter of that amount. e 

Much has been said against the depression of a 
specie standard; but what better do we have under 
our present system? As it now is, our people 
have to suffer not only all the evils of an inflated 
paper currency, bat all the evils of a sudden con- 
traction of such a currency to the specie standard. 
This is capable of demonstration. f it results from 
the very nature of our paper mediam—from the 
teat of its convertibility. | 

“The constant tendency cf banks,” says the late | 

sident of the United States Bank, “is to lend 
too mach, and to put too many notes in circula- 
tion.” But an expanded currency cannot long be 
maintained. Each new issue cheapens the whole 
mass, and causes an exportation of specie; first, 
because it induces a rise of prices and large impor- 

tations, and thereby creates a demand for specie to 
pay for them; and secondly, because specie, like 
ather commodities, will seek that market where it | 
is most highly valued. Whenever, therefore, our 
currency is increased beyond what is necessary to 
do the business oi the country at prices about on a 
confidence of an inflated paper currency, but of 
that which would exist under a specie currency. 
The revulsion not only brings down the paper cur- | 
rency to the test of specie, but through the loss of 
confidence, actually depresses business below what 
it would be under a specie currency. — 

par with those of other countries, specie will either 
circulate at a premium, or be exported, as it can be 
done, under such circumstances, with profit asa 
mere article of merchandise. f 

Now is declared by the late president of the 
Unites Sates Bank, to be “the law of ovr curren- 
cy, when from superabundance too much coin leaves 
the country, the remainder must be preserved by 
diminishing the paper, so as to make it more va- 
luable.” And what is the consequence? With 
contractions come failures. The usual accommo- 
dations are withthheld; business is paralyzed; the 
wheels of industry are arrested; and distrust and 

ir and panic pervade the whole community. 
There follows, then, not only the prostration of 

We have had an illustration of this in the state 
of our business and currency during the last win- 
ter and spring. It appears from the returns of the 
banks, that they cartailed their circulation from 
$135,170,995, ia January, 1839, to 106,968,572, 
on tbe first of January last. This included the 
Teturns from Mississippi, where their bills, I am 
informed, were at 70 per cent. discount, and also 
those from the other non-specie paying States, 
where their bills circulated frem 6 to 10 per cent. 
discount. Dedoct the amount of this depreciation, 
and the whole value of the bank circulation did 
not much, if any, exceed 90,000,000 on the first of 
January last. But the curtailment did not stop 
there. It appears, from notices in different parts 


winter; and, if such was the case, as we have 
goog ieason to believe, the whole bank circulation 
in March last could not have exceeded in value 
$85,000,000, the estimated amount of specie in 


the country. And yet the opponents of this bill | 


talk of the depression of specie prices, as if it did 
not already take place under the ruinous and ra- 
pid vibrations of our paper system. 

But for business to be reduced to what may pro- 
perly be called the specie standard, it is not neces- 
sary fer our circulation to be reduced to 
the amount of specie in this country. We 
have not now, nor have we had for years, our 
due relative portion. The channels of business 
have been filled with paper. This has entered 
more largely into circulation than in other com- 
mercial nations, and driven specie from our bor- 
ders. But for a superabundance of paper issues, 
we should always have what to our industry and 
wealth belong. When there is a relative defi- 

' ciency, it would flow in from other countries; and 
when,there is an undue expansion, it would flow 
out. The tendency of currency among al! com- 
mercial nations, is to a level. And the same is 
true of prices. 


Goods will seek that market | 


where they will command the most profit. Hence, i 
under the high nominal prices of our bank expan- | 


sion, potatoes were imported from Holland, grain 

, from the Black Sea, and burner from Germany; 

‘ while with the abundant harvests of the past 

year, and our contracted currency, we are now ex- 
porting bread stuffs. 

In the discussion on the recharter of the United 


States Bank in 1832, Mr. Webster declared for the © 


Bank ‘‘tocall in its loans at the rate of 8,000,000 
| a year, isan operation which, however wisely it 


The thing cannot be done without dis- 
tress, bankruptcy, and ruin to many.” But instead 
; of a curtailment of eight millions, we have expe- 
| rience one during the past year to the enormous 
, amount „of thirty to forty millions. And is it 


low in wide spread embarrassments and derange- 


the pursuits of trade and indostry should feel the as- 
tounding shock of the tremendous blow of bank 
mismanagemen aad contraction? 
| Nor have these bank paroxysms been of unfre- 
quent occurrence. During the last twenty-two 
years we have had no less than eight serious re- 
vulsions, varying the amount of currency in some 
; years not less than twenty to forty per cent. and 
| scattering ruin and bankruptcy through the land. 
It is contended, Mr. Chairman, by an honora- 
ble Sentator, (Mr. Davis,) that “gold and silver 
are no more exempt” from fluctuation than paper. 
Bat is this so? Where, sir, can you find examples 
of such desolating fluctuations in a metallic cur- 
rency? Where, sir, has it stimulated the wild 
spiritof speculation and overtrading, like paper? 
When and where, in the records of history, has it 


| may be conducted, cannot but inflict a biow onthe - 
: community, of tremendous force and frightfal con- ` 
j| Sequences. 


| strange that the frightful consequences should fol- , 


' ments of business? Could it be otherwise than that ' 


been susceptible of being expanded and contracted — 


to the same extent, and with like facility, with that 
of our paper medium? No such instances have 
been adduced, and in the absence of proof, we 
have a right to presume that none such do exist. 


Itis notin the nature of things, sir, that such ` 


should be the case. Paper is the more elastic me- 
dium. It may be expanded or contracted at plea- 
sure, and has been recommended for possessing 
this greater power of variableness. The late pre- 
sident of the United States Bank went so far as to 
declare its “value to consist in its elasticity—its 
power of alternate expansion and contraction.” 

Now, Mr. Chairman, is it the office of a curren- 
cy, thus characterized by “alternate expansion and 
contraction,” to benefit the laborer? No, sir: it 
tends to rob labor of its first and most essential 
rights, the true amount and security of its earnings. 

It purports to represent specie, but not unfre- 
quently fails to represent property of any kind. 
It has ne uniform and intrinsic value. One day it 


may be equivalent to specie, and the next day | 


valueless. Nor have the great body of the la- 
boring community any means of ascertaining its 
value, but from those who are directly interested 


: munity. 


- heyond the bounds of prudence. 


ma 
of the public. There is, consequently, a degree of 
uncertainty about our currency which constantly 
exposes labor to the severest loss. 

Every great variation in its amount operates a 
wrong, by varying the standard of value. As it 
expands or contracts, it augments or diminishes 
the stipulated consideration of contracts, and 
thereby becomes a source of loss to the debtor or 
creditor portion of the community. When the 
contraction is great, as it must be in every collision 
of paper with specie, after an expansion, the loss 
suffered, by a man engaged in extensive business, 
is often sufficient to absorb a large estate, and re- 
duce its possessor to comfortless poverty. This 
was the case in 1837, and in each of the former 
great revulsions of our currency. It thus makes 
and unmakes fortunes, without labor, regardless of 
the rights of industry, or the obligations of jus- 
tice. 

Another source of loss and insecurity, is the 
overaction to which such a currency inevitably 
leads. An expansion enhances prices, the effect 
of which is to stimulate production, and increase 
the supply. Bat the effect of high prices is also to 
check consumption. The consequences are, a glut 
in the market, stagnation of business, failures and 
heavy losses to the industrious portion of the com- 
It affords facilities for contracting debts 
without the corresponding ability to pay. The 
more it isexpanded, the more wildly men rush 
Insolvencies are 
thus multip'ied, and the grossest extravagance en- 
couraged. Economy is exchanged for prodigality, 
and the business of the country partakes of al! the 
uncertainty of a lottery, and all the viciousness of 
gaming. 

What better evidence, sir, of this fact can be 
required than the enormous amount of foreign 
luxuries consumed in this country? Daring a pe- 
tiod of only ten years, we have imported wines and 
spirits to the value of forty-one millions, and silks 
to the value of no less than one hundred and eigh- 
teen millions; showing in these articles alone a 
consumption cf foreign luxuries to the amount of 
over fifteen millions annually. 

Look, also, at the number of insolvencies and 
failures under our paper system. Do we find them 
take place in such startling frequency and amount 
in hard money countries? So far from it, I find 
it asserted in a recent work, that more take place 
with us in one year, than happen under the hard 
money currency of Holland ina whole century. 
And I have high Whig authority that there “ were 
more suspensions and bankruptcies in the United 
States, in 1837, than have occurred in France, where 
the currency consisty mainly of specie, since the 
establishment of order, afier the overthrow of Bo- 
naparte. 

The direct loss sustained by the use of a paper 


, currency, cannot be stated with much precision. 


The most that can be done is to approximate the 
enormous amount by estimates founded upon losses 
which have been ascertained. 

It appears, from the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, that the public money lost, by using 


| banks as depositories, and receiving their notes in 


payment of public dues, amounts, according to an 


| estimate of the Committee of Ways and Means, to 


$34,974,722; but according to the estimate of the 
Department to $6,474,722. Now take the lowest 


; estimate, and suppose the people to have lost, in 


their individual business, in the same proportion 
as in Governmental transactions, According to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, our currency does 


| not usuaily exceed, in a sound state, about seven 
dollars per head of the whole population. This 


would now give us a circulation of about $112,- 
000,000. The amount required in the fiscal ope- 
rations of Government is estimated at five millions, 


| which is about one-twenty-second part of the whole 


circulation. Assuming this to be the true pro- 
portion, the sum lost by Government, $6,474,722, 
multiplied by twenty-two, will give an aggregate. 
$142,443,884. 

But this vast sum is but a small part of the true 
amount Jost by the people; for they lose at a much 
higher rate than in the fiscal transactions of the 
Government. This must be manifest from the 


of the country, that it was continued during the in concealing any deficiency from the knowledge | laws which prohibit its officers from receiving bills 
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of non-specie paymg banks; from their superior 
knowledge to distinguish good from bad money; 
aid from the bonds and securities taken to protect 
Government from loss in the failure of banks. 

Take the recent deposite banks as an example. 
In the failure of some of these institutions, the 
bill-holders lost not iess than fifty to seventy per cent. 
while the Government escaped without any loss 
whatever. Take also the case of loss from de- 
preciation. In May, 1837, the banks throughou 
the country suspended specie payments, and their 
bills through the year circulated at from five to ten 
per cent. discount. Now, if the people lost only at 
the rate of six percent. this would make a loss of 
near nine millions, estimating a loss to occur only 
on one payment, whereas, according to the suppo- 
sition of Mr. Gallatin, each dollar performs ten 
payments during the year. But without suppos- 
ing the community to lose on each payment, the 
loss from depreciation in 1837 has been estimated 
to amount to twenty-five to thirty millions, to say 
nothing of the severe losses from the same cause 
during the last year. But from this source Go- 
vernment has sustained no loss, excepting a short 
period during the war. 

Take also the loss from small bills. One tenth 
part of the notes issued under five dollars, it has 
been estimated by experienced bankers, are never 
presented for payment to the banks. Like coun- 
terfeit and other spurious money, they ultimately 
fall into the hands of the poorer portion of the 
community, and become a loss to those who are 
least able to bear it. But from this source also 
Government has been protected from loss. 

From these and other considerations, it must be 

„clearly apparent, that the pcople, at the lowest cal- 

culation, have lost in the transaction of their busi- 
ness, atleast five times as much as Government, 
from the use of a paper currency. This would 
give an aggregate of $712,219,420; equal to an an- 
nual loss $14,244,388, since the foundation of the 
Government. 

But to this sam must be added the cost of our 
paper system, over and above a metallic one. I 
am aware that a paper currency has been advo- 
cated on the ground of its superior cheapness; but 
I believe it is so without due consideration of the 
immense sum required to pay the salaries of bank 
officers and other incidental expenses of the sys- 
tem. 

According to the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the whole banking capital of the United 
States returned in January, 1639, was 

$327, 132,512 
492 278.015 

16,607,832 


Loans and discounts, 
Iavested in real estate, 
Cireulation, - 135,170,985 
Specie in the banks, - 45,132,673 
Now we have a right to presume that ths banks 
derived an income of six per cem. from the amount 
invested in their real estate, and an income from 
leans and discounts equal to six and a half per 
cent. the interest being paid in advance. At these 
tates, their receipts from their real estate were 


wert 
$ 8 


$996,469 
From loans and discounts, - 31,398,070 
Total income, - $32,394,539 


The amount which they would have received as 
private individuals on that capital, would have 
amounted to only $19,627,950; showing a diffe- 
rence of $12,766,589.. Now as the banks do not 
on an average divide over six per cent. on their 
capital, this sum of $12, 766,589 must be expend- 
ed in the working of the system, and of course ex- 
hibit the gross amount of cost to the people of the 
country. 

But in offset to this, it is contended that a paper 
currency increases the productive capital of the 
country, and, consequently, the amount of profit. 
This, sir, may be well doubted; for unless itenlarges 
the circulating medium, there will be only an ex- 
change of capital. But if it does enlarge it, prices 
will be enhanced, and of course require a cor- 
responding increase of capital to do the same 
amount of business. But allow that it does in- 
crease the prodactive capital to the amount con- 
tended for—the difference between the specie in the 
banks and the amount of their circulation. This, 


in January, 1839, would make an increase of nine- 


ly millions, and at six per cent. a sufficiently high 
rate for such an inflated state of the currency, be 
equal to an income of $5,400,000. The wear and 
tear of a metallic currency en that amount of cir- 
culation at one-seventh of one per cent. the esti- 
mate of Mr. Gallatin, would amcunt to $193,101. 
Add this to the above sum of $5,400,000, and we 
have $5,593,101, as the sum to be deducted from 
the $12,766,589, the gross cost; which operation 
leaves the sum of $7,173,488 as the nett cost of 
our paper over a metallic currency. 

Look at the burdens thus imposed upon the peo- 
ple. The annual direct loss by the use of paper, 
we have seen, amounts to $14,244,388, and the 
nett cost of the system to $7,173,388; making an 
aggregate of $21,417,776—a sum greater than the 
annual expenses of our Government. 

Now, sir, who pay this large sum? Is it the tra- 
der, merchant, and manufacturer? But they have 
no means to pay but in profits derived from the la- 
borer and consumer. It is then a tax upon labor 
and consumption. And is that a just system of 
currency which imposes such burdens upon labor? 
which taxes the many for the benefit of the few? 


which multiplies the non-productive at the expense | 


of the productive portion of the community? What 
better is it than the principle of taxation that pre- 


vails among the monarchies of the old world? | 


Where is the security of property? Where the 


equal rights of the citizen? All, sir, at the mercy | 


of a privileged order, 

But there is another respect in which our paper 
currency operates most unequally, and that, too, 
at the expense of labor. 


medium, will maintain their true relative propor- 
tioned value. Neither will be elevated above its 
just worth, nor depressed below it. But such is 
not the case under our paper currency. In its ra- 
pid vibrations, prices lose their true proportion to 
each other, and the poor suffer at the expense ef 
the rich. Capital is powerful, coercive, and grasp- 
ing. It naturally seeks the largest profits, and 
does not, therefore, generally allow an increase of 
Wages upon an expinsion, until forced to do so. 

When the price offered is equal to what is paid 
in other branches of business, requiring the same 
amount of skill, no increase can be effected with- 
out the consent of the capitalist, or by a general 
combination of the laborers. But neither the one 
nor the other can readily be obtained. Time is 
therefure required to effect arise in wages, even 
after the laborer finds his profits absorbed, or great- 
ly diminished, in the enhanced price of the neces- 
saries of life. His wages arenot determined by 
the profits of any particular branch of industry, but 
by the rates which the same amount of skill will 
generally command. If he leaves it in search of 
higher rewards, others will come in to supply his 
place. The natural consequence is, that labor is 
one of the Jast things to rise on an expansion, and 
the first to fall on a contraction of the currency. 
He is forced, through the operation of a fluctuating 
currency, te receive his wages at the rate of a 
sound, but in a depreciated one, and to purchase his 
necessaries at the high prices conseqnent upon 
such depreciation. And hence every great infla- 
tion of our currency operates to the depression of 
laborers. 

The truth of this, Mr. Chairman, will readily be 
seen by comparing the price of wages with the 
price of the necessaries of life during any of the 
periods of great expansion. 

The following table exhibits such a comparison 
with the amount of bank circulation in the years 
1834, 1835, and 1836, in the town of my residence, 
in the district which I have the honor to represent. 

Bank circulation. Carpenters’ Flourper Corn per Pork per 


wages perday. barrel. bushel. pound. 
1834, $94.839,570 81 50 g5 75 78 cu, 9 cts. 
1835, 103,692,495 1 50 6 50 100 10 
1836, 140,301,038 175 975 120 14 


From this it appears that, from 1834 to 1836, 
there was an increase in the currency of 48 per 
cent.; in the price of flour of 70 per cent; in the 
price of corn and pork of 54 per cent. each; while 
the increase in the price of wages was only 168 per 
cent. The increase of the currency was not at the 
same per gent. owing to the speculative buying, 


Under a just and equi- |) 
table system, property, labor, and the circulating |, > | y . 
; other ccuntries, without aftording corresponding 
| facilities in their production and manufacture here. 


and selling, and forestalling, to which such an ex- 
pansion naturally leads. The difference between 
the rise of wages and of currency was 31 per cent.; 
between the rise of wages aad of flour, 53 per 
cent.; and between the rise of wages and of corn 
and pork, 37 per ceat.; making an average dif- 
ference between the rise of labor and the necessa- 
ries of life amount tə 42 per cent. 

Now which was the best for the laborer; the 
higher wages of 1836, or the lower wages of 1834 
—nominal or real wages? Suppose him to have 
been paid in provisions, instead of money. In that 
case, he would have received fora week’s wages 
in 1834, more than one barrel and a half of flour; 
while in 1836 it would have been even less than a 
barrel. In 1834 he would have received eleven 
and a half bushels of corn; but in 1836 only seven 
and a half bushels; and yet a currency which thus 
deludes the laborer with a slight nominal increase 
in his wages, but the more effectually to rob him 
of his hard earnings in the increased prices of the 
necessaries of life, is held up by the opponents of 
this bill to be not only identical with civilization, 
but the one of all others the most beneficial to the 
laboring community. 

It will not be pretended, Mr. Chairman, that the 
laborer did not produce as much in 1836 as in 1834; 
but through the unjast operation of a bank expan- 
sion, we see he was wronged out for forty-two per 


; cent. of his earnings—for the benefit of whom? 


Not for the Government—nct for the honest trader 
and farmer, but to enrich foreigners, bankers, and 
specuiators. Disguise it as we may, every infla- 
tion of our currency impoverishes our own, for the 
benefit of foreign labor. It greatly enhances the 
nominal price of articles beyond what they bear in 


It thus enables the foreigner to undersell us in our 
own markets. It gives to him all the advantage of 
manufacturing at low prices, and selling at high 
prices, for he receives his pay, not in our depreci» 
ated paper currency; if he does, it is immediately 
converted into gold and silver, the better currency, 
which gent'emen think our Government ought not 
to possess. According to their theory, there is no 
harm for the foreigner to be paid in the superior 
currency; but it isa horrid and unpardonable of- 
fence for the Government of their own country to 
be, even when it is directly calculated to secure to 
the whole people a greater amount of that better 
currency. 

In practical effect, sir, there is no difference be- 
tween rendering our yard stick shorter than that of 
England, and depreciating our currency below that 
of England. What purports to be the same, is not 
in reality the same measure—the representative of 
the same amount of value in the two countries. 
Ours, while inflated, is the shorter or cheaper, and 
measures out a less quantity of goods to the con- 
sumer. The difference between the two curren- 
cies has, at times, been estimated as high as twenty 
to thirty percent. But whatever the difference is, 
to that extent it neutralizes the tariff, and operates 
asa bounty upon foreign, at the expense of Ameri- 
can industry, To that extent we are the loser 
while we are the debtor of England, because we 
consume her goods under our high nominal prices, 
our shorter measure, while we are compelled to 
pay in merchandize or money under her higher 
standard, or greater measure of value. 

Hence itis that the balance of trade has gene- 
rally been against this country; and when that is 
the case, the English capitalists have but to refuse 
an extension of credit, to derange the whole busi- 
ness of our country, drain our banks of their specie, 
induce a suspension of specie payments, and, if 
eur public revenue should be deposited in banks, 
pon if not bankrupt, the National Treasury 
tself. 

It is now acknowledged on all hands that the sus-, 
pension of specie payments was thus brought abogt 
in 1837. The Bank of England, finding hrr bul- 
lion greatly diminished, called upon her creditors, 
engaged im American business, for specie, Herce - 
the run upon our banks, and the suspension 
throughout the Union. . 

Ought it longer to be considered, then, a deubtfui 
question, whether qour Government shall be com 
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pelled to be connected with the banking system? 


‘What dictate, sir, of patriotism, or wisdom, Ie- 
quires that the earnings of our citizens, and the 
finances of our Government, should be subject to the 
contro! of a foreign power? And yet it is the policy, 
if not the object, of the Opposition, to bring about 
soch a connection between bank and State, as 
would leave the whole industry of our country at 
the mercy of the English nation; in fact, would lay 
the independence, and power, and wealth, of our 

ple, at the feet of the moneyed power abroad, 
and the brokers and bankers lcagued with it at 
home. 

I am aware, sir, that this injurious operation of 
our currency is denied by the opponents of this 
bill. But how is it regarded by those who reap 
the rich harvest from it abroad? In their circular 
of the 22d of November last, the Messrs. Baring, 
Brothers, and Co. express their conviction that, by 
investments in our State stocks, “England employs 
her annua! surplus of capital both safely and pro- 
fitably, and encourages her best customer,” alluding 
to our purchase of her manufactures. 
so, if such loans, which tend powerfully to expand 


our currency, encourace, in a corresponding de- . 


gree, our own industry, and enable us to manufac- 


tare proportionately cheaper? No, sir. If such | 


was the case, her investments would not then en- 
courage the sale of her manufactures with us; we 
shoald not, then, be the good customer represented. 


This view of the subject is also confirmed by the | 


admissions of ihe bank agents who have visited 
England for the sate of stocks. In a pamphlet 
published in London, and said to be written by 
James Duer, esq. of New York, is the following 
argument addressed to the British capitalist: 

“Thecapital borrowed by.the United States is notso with- 
drawnas to in:erfere in any manner with the circulation, or 
derangethe ‘currency of the country, [that is, Great Britain.) 
It is used in payment of the debt that the United States, in the 
course of trade, annually contracts. It is transferred by bills 
from the banker to the merchant, and is taken to America, 
not in buliion, but in British goods; every investment made 
while it adds to the income of the capitalist, swells the profito 
the manufacturer.” $ 

Not of the American but the British manafactu- 
rer, by increasing facilities for foreign remittances, 
and thus indacing excessive importations. 

But there is stronger proof than any mere decla- 
rations of opinion, that an inflation of oar currency 
leads to excessive importations. Whoever will 
compare the amount of our bank circulation with 
the amount of our imports, cannot fail of seeing the 
intimate connection between the two—how they 
mutually act and react upon each other. Every 
great expansion of our currency has been accom- 
panied by excessive importations; and unless the 
balance due: has been invested in some of our 
stocks, caused a demand upon the banks for 
specie, and a censequent-contraction and prostra- 
tion of business. Leok at a few faets: 


Year. Bank cfreulation. Imports. Exports. 
1816 $110,000,000 $147,103,000- $81,920,452 
1817 69,000,000 99,250,000 87,671,569 
1818 74,000,000 121,750,000 93,281,133 
1819 62,000,000 87,125,000 70,142,521 
1820 44,863,344 74 450,000. 69,691,669 


The effect of our bank circulation upon our im- 
portations is here most clearly manifest. In 1816, 
when our currency was more inflated than at any 
other period since the Revolution, as a natural con- 
sequence,our imports are seen to have increased from 
113,000,000 in 1815 to 147,000,000 in 1816, while 
our exports amounted to less than 82,000,000. 
This was followed by a contraction of the circula- 
tion to 60,000,000, and of imports to 99,000,000. 
But the excessive issues of the United States Bank 
during 1817 increased the circulation to 74,000,000, 
and the imports from 99 in 1817 to 121 000,000 in 
1818—showing an excess of over 28,000,000 of 
imports, which caused a demand for spec e, a re- 
duction of circulation to 44,000,000 in 1820, 
and general embarrassment and distress through- 
out the country. 

Mr. Crawford, in speaking of this period, says: 

“As there is no recorded example in the history of nations 
of the reduction of currency so rapid, so but few examples 


have occurred of distress so general.” 

This took place under the regulation of a United 
States Bank. Take, as another illustration, an ex- 
pansion of a more recent date: 


Now how | 


Independent Treasury—Mr, Williams. 


Year. Bank circulation. Imports. Exports. 

1832 $59,000,000 101,029,266 $87,176,943 
1833 65,500,000 108,118,311 90,140,433 
1834 94,839,570 126,521,332 104,336,973 
1835 103,692,495 149,895,742 121,693,577 
1836 140,301,038  189,980.035 138,663,040 
1837 149,185,890 140,989,217 117,419.376 
1838 116,138,910 113,717,404 108,486.616 
1839 135.170,995 157,609,560 118,359,004 


From 1832 to 1834, the bank circulation is here 
seen to have increased from fifty-nine to ninety- 
four millions, accompanied by an increase of im- 
ports from one hundred and one to one hundred 
and twenty-six millions, and an increase of ex- 
ports from eighty-seven to only one hundred and 
four millions. This left a large balance against 
us, but instead of being followed according to the 
laws of trade, by a demand of specie for exporta- 
tion to pay the debt, the sale of State stocks 
abroad, through the facilities afforded by the United 
States Bank, caused an excess of specie importa- 
tions. This produced an additional inflaion—an 

' increase, from 1834 to 1836, of forty-eight per 
cent. in the circulation, of fifty per cent. in the im- 
ports, and only twenty-four in the exports; show- 
ing how powerfully excessive issues stimulate ex- 
cessive importations, and that one,.if not the most 
efficient, way to prevent them, is to give more sta- 
bility to eur currency. 

In 1837, the imports are seen to have fallen off, 
though there was an increase of circulation. This 
arose from the suspension of specie payments, and 
the consequent difficulty in making the proper re- 
mittances. But upon the resumption of specie 
payments the next year, the difficulty was removed, 
and the imports are seen to have again rose with 
the circulation. 

It is this undue inflation of our currency, which 
has rendered competition with other nations so dii- 
ficult, and so often prostrated our manufacturers 
It has periodically gutted our markets with foreign 
fabrics, paralyzed the arm of American industry, 
and entailed upon the country a foreign debt of 


near two hundred millions, to be wrung from the | 


hard earnings of industry, in addition to the hun- 
dreds of millions of which the laboring cemmuni- 
ty have already been robbed through the same un- 
righteous operation of an expanding and contract- 
ing currency. It yearly exacts a tribate from our 
people, for foreign nations, amounting to a sum, 
which, if imposed in the form of direct tax, would 
fire every pairiot soul in the land, and raise a cry 
of oppression that would resound throughout the 


civilized world. But being in the form of an indi- | 


rect tax, the burden is not only patently borne, 
but the very system which imposes ıt lauded to the 
skies. 

But we have been directed to look to England 
for illustrations, and to contrast her situation wiih 
thatof France. Let us, sir, institute a comparison, 
and seeif the condition of the English laberer 
will justify the assumptions of the paper currency 
advocates; letus see whether the French laborer 
should desire a more exclusive paper currency, 
however much it may be desired by ministers or 
other classes. 

The currency of Great Britain is estimated at 
£70,000,000 or $340,000,000; of which £34,000,000 
is specie. 

The currency of France is estimated at £120,- 
000,000, or $580.000,000 in specie. The paper in 


1837, was only $50,000,000, but is supposed to be |, 
The Bank of France is allowed | 


rather more now. 
to issue no notes under 500 francs, equal :o about 


$93 00, and the Bank of Havre none under 250 | 


francs. 

Now what is the effect of these two currencies 
upon prices? 
countriesis not wholly owing to the State of the 
currency; but this, nevertheless, bas an important 
influence. 

According to the Foreign Quarterly Review, an 
English laborer’s daily wages may be averaged at 
nine shillings a week; while a Frenchman’s do not 
usually exceed six shillings—one-third less. But 


the same authority says the average price of wheat : 
in England is 8s, 6d the bushel; while in Paris it is | 


only five shillings—that is as 17 to 10. Conse- 
quently an English laborer can purchase a bushel 


The difference between these two | 
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of wheat with a week’s work and have a six pence 
left; while the French laborer can purchase a bush- 
el of wheat with a week's work and have a shil- 
ling left. Now, if we look only at the nominal 
prices, the advantage will appear altogether in fa- 
vor of the English laborer; but if we look at the 
real prices—at what the wages in each country 
will command—the better test—the advantage in 
favor of the French laborer is seen to be no less 
than fifty per cent. 

That the rewards of labor and the condition of 
laborers are both greatly depressed in France, can- 
not be denied. But this, sir, is not for the want of 
a more exclusive paper currency. If this is all 
that is wanting to render the laborer happy, pros- 
perous, and elevated, the task of the philanthro- 
pist is indeed an easy one. The down trodden 
millions of hamanity might then rise at once from 
their degradation of ages m all the glory of inde- 
pendent and happy freemen. But has paper cur- 
rency such potency? Do we find such elevating and 
life-giving influence ia all paper moneyed coua- 
tries? 

In Sweden, which by the way is held up by an 
honorable Senator [Mr. Davis] as a warning 
against a hard money currency, according to Storch, 
bills of the nominal value of nineteen cents are is- 
sued, and the “daily wages of a skilled agricultural- 
ist are 7d. or 8d.; while the unskilled obtain no 
more than 3d. or 4d. and board themselves. Their 
food consists of hard bread, dried fish, and gruel 
without meat.” 

In Austria, where bills of about three dollars’ 
value are issued, the mass of laborers have not yet 
fully ob:aired their freedom, but are compelled to 
work fcr the proprietors of the soil during every 
day of the week excepting Sunday. 

In Russia, where paper of the value of about 
twenty cents circulates, the laborers are serfs or 
slaves. 

; In Denmark, where notes of the value of about 
eight cents are issued, the peasantry are also held 
in bondage, and bought and sold together with the 
land oa which they labor. 

If a paper currency is as identical with the well 
being of the laborer—is as essential to his eleva- 
tion, as represented, why this degradation of labo- 
rers in paper moneyed countries? Why are the 


' laborers of Russia grovelling in the bonds of igno- 
: rance and servitude? Why are those of Denmark 


boug'st and sold like beasts of burden? Why are 
those of Sweden stinted to a sum varying only 
from 3d. to 8d. per day? Why are agricultural 
wages, under the paper currency of Ireland, from 


| whence have emigrated so many trae friends of 


freedom, as low as Is. toa 6d. a day, while they 
vary from $1 50 to $3 per day in Cuba, with its 
hard money currency? : 

‘ No sir, itis not for the want ef a more exclu- 
sive paper currency, that the laborer of France is 
ne better off, but for the want of a better Govern- 
ment—of more freedom. He is now surrounded 
with restrictions. He is not free to labor how and 
where he will. Without a patent from Govern- 
ment, he cannot follow a trade, or carry his goods 
Government deter- 
mines how many bakers, how many butchers, how 
many printers there shall be. It comes in contact 
with individual enterprise, and cramps the indus- 
try of the country by arbitrary and unequal laws. 

But with all the superior freedom of the English 
nation, what is the condition cf her laboring popv- 
lation? No small portion, sir, without fault of 
their own, are doomed, from early childhood to 
premature old age, to unremitting toil, to gain the 
barest subsistence, to keep body and soul together. 
The lowest class of laborers, according to McCul- 
loch, eat meat only once a week, and the most nu- 
merous class only two or three times a week. Con- 
sidered as a whole, the London Quarterly Review 
says: “The English pauper is better fed than the 


| independent laborer; the suspected thief receives 
; considerably more food than the pauper; the con- 


victed thief receives still more; and the transported 
felon receives every day nearly three times as 
maoh foud as the honest peasant.” 

It is true, sir, that a greater portion of the labor- 
ers of France are deprived of the use of animal 
food; bat does ıt follow that at a whole they are 


June, 1840. 
Q6TH CONG.. IST SESS. 


worse off? No, sir; so far from it, I have the au- 
thority of an English statexman, who speaks from 
observation and a critical examination of the sub- 
ject, that the reverse is the case. Mr. Bulwer, in 
describing the condition of France, says: 

“The comforts of the great massof her inhabitants are, to 
gay the least, as great as thoge of our own laborers —and npon 
the whole, their condition is better. To use the wordsof Mr. 
Birkbeck, “there are in France none of those exhibitions of 

rofligacy which disgust you at every step in our country vil- 
higoen ragged wretehes staggering home from a filthy ale 
house—nor is this to be attribted to poverty 


| 
| 


! the earnings of . 


the laborer are one third morein proportion than in Eng. > 


land.” 

In England, accordiag to the same authority, 
one third of the wages of labor are required for the 
support of Government; in France only one sixth. 
In England, one sixth of the population are pau- 
pers; in France only one twentieth. In England, 
property is gathered together in masses—is in the 


ion of the few; in France it is divided and | 


diffusive. In England, the increase of wealth has 
been most rapi'; so also has been the frightful ad- 
vance of pauperism. From 1814 wo 1832, it ap- 
pears, from Parliamentary documenis, that the 
increase of population was twenty-five per cent.; 
of poor rates three hundred to four hundred per 
cen'.; and of crimes three hundred per cent. 

Now, why this marked difference? Why this 
rapid iacrease of pauperism in England? Why so 
great distress among her laboring population? It 
is not throogh any diminution of her aggregate 
wealth; for we are assured that the greatest misery 
is experienced where wealth is on the most rapid 
increase. The explanation, then, must be sought 
in her unequal laws of distribution. “Bat the le- 
gislative measures,” says the London Quarterly 
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of all the mines of the world during the nine and a 
half years preceding 1832.” 


To such a degree has the paper system of Eng- 
land operated io the privation amd suffering of her 
working classes, that Mr. Huskinson declared 
“that if England had a steady metallic currency, 
the body of the population would remain unop- 
pressed.” Whether this is true in its full extent, 
may be doubted; but certain it is that her stock 


and banking systems have proved the greatest en- | 
gine of oppression in the administration of her Go- | 


vernment. 


Without the facilities which they have | 


afforded of taxing future generations to minister to | 


the ambition and unholy passions of the present, || , ( 
yP P ’ i| wract from his “Considerations on the Currency 


it never could have waged its unrighteous wars— 


© never could have entailed upon the English people 


| interest.” 


a debt of £800,000,000, to pay the interest on which, 
is crushing her laboring people into poverty and 
the grave. 

This enormous debt, sir, with all its attendant 
evils of pauperism, crime, and distress, is but one of 
the legitimate fruits of the connection of bank and 
State. Before its establishment, it is matter of his- 
tory that “loans were contracted only for short pe- 
riods, assigning fands to redeem the principal and 
To relieve Government from this 
wholesome check, and the embarrassments of 
wasteful expenditures, the Bank was established; 


| and as the expenditures and debt of the Govern- 


ment have increased, the power of the Bank has 
expanded, until it now exercises a controlling influ- 
ence, not only over trade and commerce, but over 


: the Government itself. 


Review, “which of all others have exercised the | 
greatest influence on the distribution of wealth _ 


within the present century, and have operated most 
extensively to transfer it from one class toanother, . 


are the laws which regulate the circulating me- 


dium.” Yes, sir, the English mode of regulating . 


the currency, which is held up as worthy the admi- 
ration and support of the free and intelligent labor- 
ers of America is admitted to have operated mere 
to the depression of laborers than any other laws 
of the realm. Wor is the admission made without 
the most ample evidence. . 

Take, for examp'e, the bank expansion from 1790 
to 1800. In 1790, when the circulation of the Bank 
of England was 10,000,000, the agricultural laborer 
could purchase eighty-two pints of wheat for a 
week’s wages; but in 1900, when its circulation 
had expanded to 15,000,000, he could procure no 
more than fifty two pints. Is this a process of 
growing rich which the free laborers of the United 
States desire? ; 

Bat lest this should be considered an isolated 
instance, and partly attributable to other causes, as 
it may be, contrast the circulation of the Bank of 
England with the price of wheat for a series of 
years, and see if the increase of the one has not 
been attended with an increase of the other like 


cause and effeot. 
Average circulation. Average price of 


From 
wheat. 

_ 1770 to 1780 £7,461,081 45s. 
1780 to 1790 7,861,329 45s. 9d. 
_ 1790 to 1800 12,400,028 55s, 11d. 
` 1800 to 1810 16,862,333 82s. 2d. 
BIN to 1820 24,815,294 88s. 8d. 
1820 to 1830 21,222,216 58s. 5d. 


Here, sir, are facts and figures which show, be- 
yond a doubt, the intimate connection between the 
amoynt of bank circulation, and the price of the 
necessaries of life. Each-series of expansion: are 


seen to have led to an additional rise im the price |; 


of wheat. But the wrong did not stop there. It 
is the nature of evil to beget evil. Each increase 
inthe price of wheat put the means of subsistence 
still farther out of the reach of the laborer, and thus 
led to an increase of pauperism from about 
£1,000,000 of poor rates in 1770 to over £8,000,000 
in 1820. - . 

_Bat, while the Bank thus wrung from the laborer 
his earnings, to a degree bordering upon famine, 
its income was augmented in a corresponding ratio. 
The distribution of profits from 1790 to 1832 are 
stated to have amounted “to £51,546,666, a sum 
almost ten times greater than the average produce 


4 


Is it a sufficient answer to all this to point us, 
as my colleague has done, to the power, wealth, 
and dominion of the British nation? Sir, what 
avails it that she has “become the queen, not of 


' Europe only, but of Asia,” while millions of her 


population are dying of starvation in the East, and 
millions more, on her own proud isle, are reduced 
to the very point of starvation, to enable the pri- 
vileged few to roll in splendor and riot in luxury, 
but to show us, ın characters of living light, 

“ How wide the limits stand 

Between a splendid and a happy land.” 

Like causes will produce like effects. Itis the 
natural operation of our banking system to accu- 
mulate wealth in masses. Both as a principle of 
taxation and distribution, it is unequal and un- 
righteous. Akeady has it disturbed the natural 
order of society—already has it divided our popu- 
lation into classes, the unprivileged many and the 
privileged few, clamorous for the spoils of indus- 
try and the control of Government; and unless it is 
arrested in its career of conquest, our Government 
will degenerate into a moneyed aristocracy, and 
the degradation and suffering of the English la- 
borer be the fate of our own. 

It is due to the laborers, if to no other portion of 
our people, that the connection between bank and 
State should be severed. Too long has it given an 
undue.ascendency of privilege over right, and of 


capital over labor, in the legislation of our coun- © 
try. Toolong has it extended its sanction and a — 


shield of protection over the .wrongs and the out- 
rages, which the system has inflicted upon the la- 


: boring community. They are entitled to higher 


rewards of industry, to more ample protection, 


and toa faller enjoyment of their rights, than has 
yet been. secured to them by the laws of their 
country. 

I do not say, Mr, Chairman, that there shonid 
be no paper and no credit; but I do believe that 
there shauld be no paper of denominations to ex- 
pose labor.to the loss of its earnings, and no mo- 
nopoly of credit to render it tributary to its. exac- 
tions. What is wanted isa stable and uniform 
currency. None other can secure stable mar- 
kets; none other can secure to laber the fruits of 
its earnings—or be the true representative of the 
amount of value intended in the transfer. of pro- 
perty or.services, It is essential to secure justice 
between contracting parties, between debtor and 
creditor, between employer and employed. 

And it is one of the greatest recommendations 
of the. measure under consideration, that it will 
Tender: most essential aid in the aainment of these 
important objects. It will give. more ‘uniformity 


and stability to the currency by infusing more specie 
into it. It will not only check overissues by the 
amount required in the receipts and disbursements 
of Goveroment, and by withholding its mark of 
“good” upon bank paper; but by creating a constant 
demand for specie it!willtbring paper to,the testof con- 
vertibility, and thus compel banks to keep their 
issues within safer limits to meet such demands, 
And as far as it does this—as far as it infuses 
more specie into the currency—I have high Whig 
authority, the testimony of Mr. Gallatin, that it 
will check violent expansions and contractions, 
and operate beneficially upon the banks and upon 
the currency at large. Tne following is an ex- 


ard Banking System:” 

“We have had an eppertunity to witness in France the salu- 
tary effects of a currency consisting principally of the precious 
metals, not only in cased of great national difficulty, but alse 
for the specific purpose of reinstating a bauk momentarily en- 
dangered by overissuesof paper. But we prefer referring to 
the evidence of a very ableand practical witness, who was also 
deeply interested in the issue, and we willextract this from the 
work of another distinguished and praetieal writer, [Tooke on 
Currency. |”? 

“Of the comparative facility with which the coffers of a 
bank, which has suffered too great a reduction of ite resources 
by imprudentissues of paper, may be replenished out of a 
circulation, consisting in a great proportion of coin, notwith- 
standing a coincident demand for large payments abroad, a 
strong instance is afforded in the case of the Bank of France, 
in 1817 and 1818. The circumstance is thus stated in Mr. Bar- 
ing’s evidence in Match, 1819.”— Vide Report of Lord's com- 
mittee on the resumption of cash payments, P: 103., 

“Speaking of a drain which that bank ha experienced, he 


says: 

“Their bullion was reduced, by imprudent issues, from one 
hunéred and seventeen millions of francs to thirty-four millions 
of francs, and has returred, by more prudent and cautious mea 
sures, to one hundred millions of francs, at {which it stood ten 
days ago, when I left Paris. This considerable change took 
place since the first week in November, when the amount of 
specie in that bank was at its lowest. Tt must, however, be al- 
ways recollected, that this operation took place in a country, 
every part of the circulation of which is eaturated with specie, 
and, therefore, no inference can be drawn in favor of the possi- 
bility of se rapid an operation in this country, where, owing to 
the absence of spesie in circulation, the supply must entirely 
come from abroad; for in Paris, thongh some pertions may 
have come from foreign countries, the great supply must un- 
doubtedly have come through all the various small channels of’ 
circulation through that kingdom.” 

“Again, in the same evidence, page 106: Sh oy 

“Q. Has not France, after two years of great scarcity in 
corn, and two years of foreign contribution, been able to contri- 
bute a propertion of the precious metals to the wants of Rus- 
sia and Austria? a 

“A. Undoubtedly, the precious metals have been supplied 
from France to Russia and Austria, and shipped, to a conside- 
rable amount, to America, notwithstanding the payments to fo- 
reign powers, and very large payments for imported corn, 
whilst, at the same time, wine having almost tota:!y failed for 
several years past, they were deprived ef the most essential ar- 
ticle of their export.” 

“And in reference to these payments, in the preceding ax- 
swer, Mr. Baring states that they ‘produced no derangement 
whatever of the circulation of that country, (France.)’ ie 

“It may not be unimportant further to remark, thatthe state 
of the currency in France, ever since the. suppression ef the as- 
signats, appears to be decisive of the great advantages attend- 
ing a metallic circulation, in times of political difficulty and 
danger. Onno one great occasion did her efforts appear to be 
paralyzed or even restricted, 4 any derangement of the cur- 
reney; and in two instances of her territory being occupied by' 
an invading army, there does not appear tohave been any ma- 
terial fluctuation in ita value.” 

This measure will thus secure to the manufac- 
turer two things, among those most essential to the 
success of his business. In the first place, it will 
preserve inviolate the congtitutional specie standard 
of value, and hold it up as the true fmeasure in, the 
busioess transactions of the country. And there 
can be no portion of the business community who 
are more interested in the preservation of this 
standard, in its purity, than our manufacturers, 
as there is none which has suffered, more through 
an unstable and fluctuating currency. It has ren- 
dered their business one of great hazard, and ruin- 
ous uncertainty. They want, what this bill pro- 
poses, a fixed measure—a stable currency—to en- 
able them to determine whether they can manufac- 
ture at profit, and a uniform one, to secure full re- 
turns of profit. e 
_ In the next place, it will operate beneficially by 
checking excessive importations., As it.creates a 
demand for specie, in that proportion, it wi!! pre- 
vent its exportation for the purchase of foreign 
fabrics. It will also withhold the public revenue 
from the merchants to make importations with.. 
Under the deposite system the revenue is often both 
an efect and a cause. of overaction. It forms a 
basis for discounts to merchants. Each new dis- 
count furnishes additional means for new importa- 
tions; and each new importation farnishes in tarn 


new. deposites, and thas the process of inflation 
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goes on, until the deposites are called for, or the |! at the same time, opposed to any other material 


bubble bursts. 
overaction, are the means furnished forover im- 
pertations. The people's money is added to the 
merchant's to aggravate the evil. 


In proportion to the tendency $o | 


Sat under the | 


posed measure, the public revenue cannot be | 


loaned out to stimulate over izaportations. When- | 


ever overtrading comme'ices, specie will begin to 
accumulate in the vaulis of ihe TARSU, antl it 
forces the banks to withhold accommodations, and 
thus to check the tendency to excess, and prevent 
foreign goods from being brought so extensively 
into competition with our own. 

This measure is thus clearly calculated to bene- 
fit the manofacterer; and, what is also impertant to 
the interest of the laborer, to enlist the banking and 
comraercial interests in favor of an economical Ad- 
M\aistration—in favor of confining expenditures to 
the necessary wants of Government. 


It thus appears to me, Mr. Chairman, that the ` 


President, in recommending this measure, has not 
shown himself opposed to the interests of the la- 
berer and manufacturer, but their trae, firm, and 
enlightened friend. He has shown himself for 
protecting labor by recommending the enactment 
of equal and wholesome laws; and for elevating 
the laborer, by giving him time for mental im- 
provement. are no less the rights of the 
laborer than essential to his highest well being. 
He cannot rise to his proper station while fettered 
by partial laws, and borne down by heavy bardens. 
There mast be equality of legislation—there must 
be time for mental improvement—to secure to him 
the frais of his labor and the blessings of free- 
dom. Goldsmith says— 
Tis true in © 
These who think will peta whe toil.” 


is allowed to prevail. But let the laborer have 
tame for mental improvement, as the President re- 
commends; let manual and mental toil be united— 
let them keep pace together—let them be joined in 
indissolable bonds; and then those who toil, as of 
right belongs to them, will be governors instead of 
the governed. t, sir, is the magic lever by 
which individuals and communities are moved and 
coairciled. Develope the most though! among la 
borers, and the empire of tne world is theirs. 


SPEECH OF MR. CLAY, 


oF KMA. 
Jn Senate, Saturday, June 13, 1840—On the motion | 


of Mr. Rodyx to print;20,000 copies of the Re- 


port of the mitteg on the Militia. 

Mr. CLAY of\Alapama rose, in reply to Mr. 
Currenpen of tucky, and Mr. Preston of 
South Carolina, and said: 


Mr. Presipent: This debate has assumed a most 
extraordinary characier. The simple question now 
before the Senate is, whether 20,000 extra copies of 
the report ofthe Committee on the Militia, upon the 
plan submitted by the Secretary of War for their 
Yeorganization and discipline, shall be printed? 
With that question alone before the Senate, what 
a discursive range have gentlemen thought proper 
to give tothe discussion! The Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Paxston,] and the Senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Crrrenpen,] have both com- 

. plained that the report of the committee is to be 
printed and sent out before the question is tried. 

Sir, said Mr. C. what question is to be tried? 

Not whether the plan of the Secretary of War is to 
be adopted and carried out. Not whether any 
former projet of General Knox, General Harrison, 
or of any other person, whose plans are treated of 
in the report, shall be sanctioned by the Senate. 
No, sir; the report of the committee expressly repu- 
diates all those plans. After going through a detail 
and examination of the various projets, recom- 
mended and proposed by different individuals of 
the Executive and Legislative departments, the 
committee expressly decilare— 

“With so many instances of fruitless attempts to change our 
militia system before them, your committee are not prepared to 
adopt the plan recommended by the Secretary of War, nor to 
make any other material change in the organization and disci- 
pline of the militia, at present.” 

It is thus demonstrated that the commitice are 
opposed to the adoption of Mr. Poinsett’s plan, and, 


change of our system; and the only preposition 
they submit to the Senate, is, ‘that the committee 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject.” 

The only question for immediate consideration 
is, on the motion of the Senator trom Virginia, [Mr. 
Roang,} to print the 20,000 extra copies of the re- 
port. Ia this there is nothing unusual—it is the 
practice of every day. 
South Carolina deny that the facts set forth are 
true? I do not understand him to do so; nor has 
he pointed out any errors of fact. His complaints 
all go to the views and opinions of the committee 
upon those facts. 
will be submitted to the country for determination; 
and Mr. C. said with that tribunal he was willing 
to rest the question. 

While the Senator from South Carolina admits 
he had read the report of the committee, Mr. C. 
said, he was persuaded the gentleman had not ex- 
amined its contents with much aitention, else he 
would not have complained that the committee had 
not set forth the plan submitted by the Executive, 
“nor any analysis of it.” 
complained that the committee had not given their 
opinion of it. 


Whether they becorrect, or not, | 


Does the Senator from | 


Siilil less would he have . 


| 


It is true, said Mr. C. the report | 


does not set forth the entire projet of the Secretary ; 
of War, nor was it at all usual to parsue that | 


course, more especially in regard to documents of 
such considerable length, and when, too, that paper 
had been sent forth on the wings of the wind, and 
circulated far and wide, not only through the 
Whig papers, from the Aroostook to the Sabine, 
but by the celebrated Executive Committee, com- 


| posed of his political friends, with the portentous 
', aad alarming caption, in Romancapitals: “ PLAN 


And such will be the case if the opposite policy || OF THE STANDING ARMY OF 200,000 MEN, 


SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS BY THE 
SECRETARY OF WAR, AND RECOMMEN- 
DED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNI- 
TED STATES.” 


Mr. C. said, perhaps the committee had not given — 
so minute or extended an analysis of the Secreta- 
|i ry’s plan, as the astute and learned gentleman 
would have given it had the task devolved on | 
him; but they certainly had not omitted it alto- . 


gether. They had given the general outline of the 
plan, in the first place, showing into how many 
clases the whole body of the militia were to be di- 


vided. They had shown within what ages militia | 


duty was to be performed. They had shown the 
amount and character of individual burdens which 


; were to be borne; as regarded arming themselves,and 
; the time they were to be mustered or trained. They 
i had shown to what extent they were to be armed 


and equipped at the public expense, and to what 
extent at their owa expense. 
that the Secretary proposed paying, as well as arm- 
iog and subsisting the whole of the active class, 
while they were being trained. Yet the gentleman 


And they had shown | 


says the committee has given no analysis of the | 
Secretary’s plan! So, he said, we had given no opi- | 
nion of 1t—when the report shows we wholly re- . 


jected it. I trust the Senator will do the committee 
the justice to make these corrections when he comes 
to write out his speech for publication. 

Mr. C. said he thought he knew what sort of re- 
port would have been satisfactory to the Senator 
from South Carolina and to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky; and he would sabmit it to the candor of 


those gentlemen and their friends to say whether he - 


was not correct. If the committee had intended to 
hit the taste and meet the approbation of the gen- 


tlemen, they should have reported, in substance— . 
that the Secretary’s projet was entirely new, unpre- . 


cedented, and unparalieled in the history of our 
own, or of any other Republican Government, 
from the foundation of the world—that it was a 
bold and reckless attempt at the unhallowed usur- 
pation of all power; military as well as civil—that 
it was nothing less than an artfally devised scheme 
of the present occupant of the White House, to 
create a standing army of 200,000 men, with whose 
aid he intended to hold on to the Government, 
whether re-elected or not, and to establish a cruel 
and absolute despotism over the good people of this 
country, on the ruins of the Constitution! And 


they should have concluded by calling on the peo- 


ple to rally in the defence of their rights and re- 
lieve their country from the impending danger! If 
the committee had so reported, Mr. C. said he 
would venture the most confident opinion that there 
would have been no complaint that they had not set 
forth the report of the Secretary, nor given any ana- 
lysis thereof. Not only would all censure have been 
hushed into silence, but the committee would have 


| been lauded for their intelligence, their patriotism, 


and independence. Nay, sir, they would have been 
admitted into the modern Whig church, without 
giving in any other experience, and without any 
further pledge of “uncompromising hostility to the 
re-election of Mr. Van Buren.” 

The Senator from South Carolina moved to 
print Mr. Poinsew’s plan—for what? Not because 
there was to be any action upon it, at the instance 
of any friend of the Administration, or of any 


| body else; the simple question was, whether the 
| commiltee should be discharged irom its further 


' consideration; to which there wowld be no objec- 


tion, it might be presumed, from any quarter. 
What motive, then, could tuere be now for print- 
ing the Secretary’s report?’ Mr. C. said he could 
imagine no motive, except for politica! effect; and 
he thought this sufficiently evinced by the Senator's 
resistance of his (Mr. C.’s] moticn to print the se- 
veral reports of General Harrison, with that of 
Mr. Poinsett. By that course, he said, it would be 
made apparent, that Mr. Poinsett’s plan was not 
the only one obnoxious to the censures and denun- 
ciations of that Senator and his friends; but that 
his distinguished friend of “North Bend” (to 
whose service he believed the Senator had ‘devoted 


| bis time, talents, and purse,”) had gone fully as 


far—nay, far beyond any of those who had pre- 
ceded, or come after him. The effect of this 
coarse would be to give the light of truth to the 


! country upon the much distorted and misrepresent- 


ed plan of the Secretary of War, and ensure the 
award of jastice to that much injured individual, 
as wellas to the President. I ask (said Mr. C.) if 
they are to suffer condemnation for doing that 
which others have done with impunity, and, per- 
haps, withont even censure? I demand whether 
the President and Secretary are to be denounced for 
following in the footsteps of the father of his coua- 
try? For, as our report shows, the plan of Gene- 
ral Knox, which was expressly approved and: 


| adopted by General Washington, is the basis of 


Mr. Poinsett’s plan. And, more especially, are 
the Senators from South Carolina and Kentucky 
fit accusers on this occasion, when they are endea- 
voring. to elevate to the Chief Magistracy, a man- 
who has outstripped all others in the extravagance 
of his views and propositions on this subject? 

Is Mr. Poinsett in favor of “camps of disci- 
pline?” se is General Harrison. In his report of 
1817, repeated in 1819, he alludes to the “error, 
indeed, common to all the militia systems in use in 
the United States, that the periods of training were 
too shert and too disiant from each other, to pro- 
duce much benefit.” He adds: “To remedy this 
defect, five camps of discipline have been recem- 
mended.” The same views are expressed in his 
letter to Governor Scott of Kentucky, as will pre- 
sently appear. 

Is Mr. Poinsett in' favor of training 100,000 
militia? so is General Harrison. In his letter to 
Governor Scott, written at “Vincennes, 10th of 
March, 1809,” while he was Governor of Indiana, 
he alludes to his having ther “recommended camps 
of discipline for those who dre already capable of © 
bearing arms.” He also remarks: ‘“Professor- 
ships of tactics should be established in all our 
seminaries”—the same idea inculcated in his re- 
ports made in Congress, in 1817 and 1819, where- 
in the same plan, extended to primary schools, is 
distinctly proposed, (as shown in the report of the 
committee,) and the military education of “all the 
youth of the United States” at the public expense. 
When gentlemen speak of monstrosities, and me- 
ditated infractions of the Constitation, I beg them. 
to bear this in mind, and show from what clause 
of the Constitution is derived this stupendous plan 
for “the education of all the youth of the United 

States,” and “the whole expense of the establish- 
ment to be borne by the public Treasury?” 


Bat, Mr, President, to the point of training 
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100,000 militia at the public expense, which is a 
distinet proposition, independent of the four or five 
millions of dollars, which would now be annually 
expended for the military education of all the youth 
of the United States. In the same letter of Gene- 
ral Harrison to Governor Scott, be remani ae 
“Ie wi n for continuing the o 
gia ieee peg se Sor short periods,) ‘hat the 


poorer class of citizens cannot spare five or sizweeks in a 


year from their farms, to learn military duty. Iknow they 
cannot without being paid. But isnot our Government able to 


pay them?” ; : 

Remember this was more than thirty one years 
ago; when our fiscal resources were not half equal 
to what they now are; and how does he answer the 
questio? “Is not oar Government able to pay them?” 
He immediately follows the question by this an- 
swer: “If not, they ought to make themselves so, 
by Jaying on additional taxes.” 

What think you, Mr. President, of that idea for 
a “retrenchment and reform candidate for the Pre- 
sidency?” If the Government is not able to pay 
the expense of mustering the militia for five or six 
weeks in the year, “they ought to make themselves 
so, by laying on additional taxes.” Such are 
General Harrison’s views ofeconomy! However, 
let us give him the benefit of his own argument, 


which follows: 

“But I am persuaded that the money, which is devoted to 
other objects, might be more usefully, and certainly more con- 
sastently, applied to this purpose. Under our present circum- 

the six thousand regular troops we have, are very pro- 
per, bat I think that one hundred thousand disciplined militia 
Would be better, and that the money which is spent in the form- 
er, would soon effect the discipline of the latter. I am far from 


thinking a fleet unnecessary, and there is no man who attaches | 
rtance to theimprovement of our country by canals i 


pla 
r a? 
Thus, sir, (said Mr. Cray.) if Mr. Poinsett is 


for training the militia anovally, for a period not 
exceeding thirty days, General Harrison is for train- 
ing them five or six weeks. The maximum of the 
of the tormer is thirty days; that ef the latter is 
forty-two days. 

Is Mr. Poinsett in favor of paying the militia 
for the time spentin training? So is General Har- 
rison; and, if the money be notin the Treasury, 
it ought to be raised “by laying on additional 
taxes.” 

The Senator from South Carolina has even 
seized upon particular words—sach as, when the 
men are being trained, they are spoken of as be- 
ing in “service,” and as being “paid” for their 
services, and furnished “rations,” &c. Such are 
the expedients to which the gentleman resoris to 
excite and to keep up prejudices, and sustain the 
imputation of a contemplated standing army. 
Mr. C. said he would not spend much time in 
combating such arguments as these; he would, 
however, remind the gentleman of a maxim, 
with which, from his profession, he should be fa- 
miliar—qus heret in litera, heret in coxtice—and 
that, in placing a consiruetion upon a sentence or 
paragraph, at all doubtful or obscure, reference 
should always be had to the context. Pursuing 
this principle, it would be very obvious that the 
terms which he had noticed, were applied to the 
time, subsistence, and remuneration of the corps 
to be disciplined. But (Mr. C. said) if the gen- 
tleman would put himself to the trouble of ex- 
amination, he might find precedent enough for 
the use of such terms in the same high autho- 
rity—the resolution, letter, and reports of his fa- 
vorite chief, (General Harrison,) as well as in 
the report of General Knox. Mr. C. said he 
thought it should be sufficient to exempt Mr. 
Poinserr from very severe censure, or reproach, 
with any friend of General Harrison, to show 
that he was sustained by his example; and he 
would be glad to know from the Senator from 
South Carolina how it was that he could condemn 
the Secretary of War with such unsparing bit- 
terness for his projet; and,in the same breath, 
sing pæans of unqualified praise in behalf of his 
great Whig leader, who had gone immeasurably 
farther? 

If additional evidence were required to show the 
ultra views of General Harrison upon the subject 
of waining and disciplining the militia, it is to be 
found in his proposition to extend the power al- 
ready conferred on the General Government by an 
amendment of the Constitution, which he offered in 
the. House of Representatives of the United States 
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on the 28th February, 1817; and again at the en- 
suing session of Congress, so determined was he 
on his purpose. Omitting the preamble, which is 
merely formal, the amendment proposed is in the 


following words: 

“Congress shall, concurrently with the States, have power 
to provide for training the 
prescribed for that purpose, and, whilst engagedin that service, 
they shall be subject to 
for the government ofthe mili'ia when in the military service 
of the United States; and, also, to provide for teaching, in the 
primary schools and other seminaries of learning in the several 
States, the system of discipline prescribed for the militia.” 


militia, according to the discipline | 


the rules and regulations prescribed ' 


Sir, what an immense accumulation of power ; 


to the General Government was here sought to be 
effected! Nothing less than the power now be- 
longing to the States, which, added to that already 
possessed by Congress, under the Constitution as 
it is, would have eventuated in nothing short of 
consolidation. The committee have given their 
construction of it in their report; I yet believe it to 
be sound, and, as neither its accuracy nor justice 
has been questioned by the friends of General 
Harrison, so far as I have heard, I will here adopt 
it as my own. The committee remark: 

“Jt will be borne in mind, that the existing provision of the 
Constitution expressly reserves ‘to the States, respectively, the 
appointment of the officers, and authority of training the mili- 
tia, accerding to the discipline prescribed by Congress.’ The 
object of the proposed amendment of the Constitution, which 
will be found appended to this report, was to give Congress, 
‘concurrently with the States,’ the ‘power to provide for train- 
ing the militia, and further declaring, that ‘whilst engaged in 
that service [that is, being trained} they shal! be subject to the 
rules and regulations prescribed for the government of the mi- 
litia, when in the military service of the United States,” &c. 

“The effect of this amendment to the Constitution, if it had 
been adopted, would have been to concede to the authorities of 
the GeneralfGovernment, whenever it might be deemed expe- 
dient to exercise it, the most ample power to train and disci- 
pline the militia, in such manner, and for such length of time, 
as Congress might have directed or authorized, limited only by 
their discretion. Conferring on Congress, in general terms, 
power concurrently with the States—and, of course, to the same 
extent—discretionary authority might have been given to the 
President, or any other functionary of the Genera! Government, 
to have trained the militia, in any number, at any place, at any 
season, and for any portion of the year. Further, it would have 
subjected them, expressly, while being trained or disciplined, to 
thesame ‘rules and regulations prescribed for he government 
of the militia, when in the military service of the United States; 
in other words, it would have subjected them, in time of peace, 
and when assembléd for the mere purpose of being trained or 
disciplined to ‘the rules and articles of war.” 

Let it be remembered, sir, that when this amend- 
ment was offered, the rules and articles of war per- 
mitted severe and ignominious cerporal punish- 
ments to be inflicted on regular soldiers for many 
offences considered trivial by those in private life. 
What a streich of power, to inflict such punish- 
ments on militia, for slight insubordination, or 
trifing derelictions of duty, whilst being trained in 
time of peace! 

But, Mr. President, (said Mr. C.) I must pause 
in my reply to the Senator from South Carolina, 
till I make some answer to a portion of the re- 
marks which fell from the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, who, I regret, is not now in his seat. The 
other day, amongst other remarks I had the ho- 
nor to submit, on this same subject, without any 
intention to provoke a debate on the political prin- 
ciples of General Harrison, in reply to the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, I expressed my surprise 
that he, professing the principles of a State Rights 
politician, could enter so warmly into the support 
of a “black cockade Federalist.” 


my purpose to dwell upon the subject any further. 
The Senator from Kentucky, however, seems to 
have determined not to suffer the remark to pass 
by unnoticed—for he has obviously, with some 
preparation, entered into a formal defence of Ge- 
neral Harrison’s political character, and has 
brought forward evidence to exculpate him from 
the charge. I am not accustomed to make impu- 
tations against any man, 
least satisfactory to myself; and, whenever I am 
charged with so doing, I feel bound to sustain the 
accusation, or to make the amende henorable. Iam 
not disposed to depart from that rule on this occa- 
sion; and, as I confidently believe the charge to 
be well founded, I shall endeavor to sustain it. 

In allusion to my remark, the Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. CRITTENDEN] deprecated the terms 
employed, which were no other than those I have 
mentioned, as approbrious epithets. However 
they may be politicclly, they certainly are not per- 
sonally approbrious, and were not so intended 
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Senate. 


when used by me. But, sir, the time was, when, 
so far from being regarded as odious, oF offensive, 
the name of Federalist was courted by many of the 
distinguished men of this country as highly hono- 
rable. As a political party name, it haa ils origin 
with the Constitution itself. This country then, 
as it always has been, was divided into two great 
parties. One of those parues was in favor of 50 
framing the Constitution, as to centralize all pos- 
sible power in the Federal, or General Govern- 
ment; they objected to the Constitution because it 
did not give sufficient power, and therefore took 
the name of Federal party. The other party was 
opposed to building up too strong a Government 
here, and, on that ground, many of the distin- 


guished sages and patriots cf the Revolution depre- 


The remark : 
was casual and incidental, and it was not then 


unless upon grounds at |j 


cated the adoption of the Constitution—they be- 
lieved it delegated too much power—they were in 
favor of retaining more power with the States— 
and were then called the Republican or Democratic 
party. Notwithstanding the opposition of many 
of the lauter party, however, the Constitution was 
adopted. Yet the contest between these parties 
did not end here. Nosooner was the Govern- 
ment organized, than the Federalists, those whe 
had been in favor of giving great powers to this 
Government by express delegation, began a struggle 
to extend its powers by construction. The Re- 
publicans insisted that the Government should be 
restricted to the powers expressly delegated, and those 
absolutely necessary and proper for carrying them 
into execution. The Federalists maintained, most 
absurdly, as the other party bas always believed, that 
the words “promote the general welfare,” in the pre- 
amble to the Constitution, constituted a substantive 
and distinct grant of power, when it was merely 
amongst the inducements to the actual delegations 
of power, which followed in the body of the instru- 
ment. This was the plain line of demarkation be- 
tween the two great political parties, at the founda- 
tion of the Government; and, sir, it has continued 


` down to the present day. The first United States 
: Bank, and’other kindred measures, 


during the 
Administration of General Washington, were 
those of the Federal party, headed by Hamilton, 
and designed to enlarge and increase the power of 
this Government. The alien and sedition laws, 
for whose constitutionality no one is now bold 
enough to contend, and the large standing army of 
the elder Adams, with the badge called the “black 
cockade,” were the distinguishing characteristics 
of his administration; and to call a man a “black 
cockade Federalist,” is simply to designate him as a 
friend and supporter of that Administration. This, 
sir, is what I intended, when I applied the name to 
General Harrison—no more. : 

Now, sir, the question arises, did the facts justi- 
fy me in so characterizing him? I do not hesitate 
to maintain, they did; and I go further, and will 
show by proofs, most conclusive and satisfactory, 
that the whole history of his subsequent political 
life has but gone to confirm and stamp that cha- 
racter upon him. Upon what evidence do I rely 
to convict him of black cockade Federalism? It is 
this: In the first place, the evidence of the late 
John Randolph of Virginia, who charged bim to 
his teeth, upon this very floor of the Senate, with 
having been “an open, zealous, frank supporter of 
the sedition law, and black cockade Administra- 
tion.” And did General Harrison deny the charge? 


to say that, in the administration of Mr. 
ralist, and he comes to that conclusion from the course pursued 
by me in the session of 1799-1800. 
man and myself met for the 
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Government of France. Nor (said Mr. H.) was I wnsup- 
pertal m ihat optnion by those who had a right io coniro’! my 
acuons, if not my opinione. — In no part of the country were 
thom measures inore decidedly approbated than by my imme 
draie constituents—the Legisiature of the Northwestern Terri- 
tory; as the address ofthat body to the Preaident during that 
session wil! show, For Mr. Adams (said Mr. H ) Lentertained 
ai that Nine, and hare ever since entertained, the greatest 
reapect. 1 believed him to be an honest man and a pure pa- 
trot, and his conduct during that seeeron proved him to be 
such. This opinion I kr.oe (said Mr. H.) was entertained by 
those two able and upright statesmen, John Marshall and 
James A. Bayard.” 

In this ex'ract from Geueral Harrison’s reply 
to Mr. Randolph, he says: “Having no vote, I 
did not think it proper to take part in ‘he discussion 
of any of the great political questions which di- 
vided the twe parties.” Was not the standing ar- 
my of John Adams, and its reduction, one of “the 
great political questions which divided the two par- 
te)” Who can deny it? I would hazard little in 
saying, there is not a man now living in the United 
States, who was then an intelligent boy of ten year 
old, who dves not know that the large standing ar- 
my of the elder Adams was one of the prominent 
measures of his Administration. It was cause of 
great alarm to the whole Republican party—nay, 
sit, to all the friends of constitutional hberty—that 
with tbe then limited resources of the cvuntry, ils 
Government in the hands of those who had endea- 
vored, in the very formation of the Constitution, 
to aggregate and centralize in itall power, aod in 
a time of peace, that a law should have been pass- 
ed, in litle more than a year after the commence- 
ment of that Administration, “to augment the ar- 
my of the United States” to the amount of “twelve 
additional regiments of infaniry, and six troops of 
ligt.t dragoons, and to appoint two Major Generals, 
an Inspector General, three Brigadier Generals, 
and an Adjutant General.” Why, sir, I bave act 
had time to turn to the act and ascertain the pre- 
cise number of men to a regiment, but if the same 
mumber was then required, as now, to constitute 
one, each regiment contained more than seven 
houdred men, and twelve regiments of infantry, 
‘and six troops of light dragoons, would have 
amounted to an addition of nine thousand men; 
and probably augmenting the whole army to 
twelve thousand. We musthave quadrnpled our 
resources since that period, and our need of regular 
troops has perhaps increased in proportion. We 


have been, since the commencement of this Admi- | 


nistration, as much in danger of a war wiih Great 
Britain, as we then were in danger of a war with 
France. Suppose Mr. Van Baren bad called for 
& proportionate augmentation of the standing ar- 
my, it would have increased it to fifty thousand 
men! What Republican, what patriot, woald not 
bave bad cause of alarm? Why, sir, even the Op- 
position, the Federal party of the present day, as 
they are out of power, would have sounded the 


tocsin of alarm throughout the mountains and val- |: 


leys of this wide spread Confederacy, and would 
have called on the people to come to the rescue. 
Wherher they would, or not, sure I am, that every 
Democrat would have denounced the President as 
a deserter from his professed principles, and have 
abandoned his support forever. 

Then, sir, it is fair to set down the proposition 
Bending in{January, 1800,to repeal the law creating 
the standing army of the elder Adams, as one of 


“the great political questions which divid-d the two | 


parties’—the declaration of General Harrison to 
the contrary netwithstanding; and against that 
proposition he veluntarily made a speech in the 
House of Representatives of the United States, on 
the 9th of January, 1800. 


In the same speech, made in the Senate in reply 
to Mr. Randolph’s charge that he was “an open, 
zealous, and frank supporter of the sedition law, 
and black cockade Administration,” General Har- 
rison also made this remark: “The gentleman [Mr. 
Randoiph] had ao means of knowing my political 
principles, unless he obtained them in private con- 
versation.” Yet he made the speech im support of 
the standing army, as already mentioned, and un- 
necessarily, I may add, except to show his “zeal” 
in support of “the sedition law and black cockade 
Administration”—as, being authorized to give no 
vote, he, of coarse, had none to explain. But, af- 
ter these disingenuous attempts at evasion, he 
makes a contingent confession, by saying: “As I 
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was upon terms of intimacy with the gentleman, 
{Mr. Randolph,] it is very probable that he might 
have heard me express sentiments favorable to the 
then Administration ” And he concludes his rep'y 
on this point, by the avowal of his belief in the 


pure patriotism of Mr. Adams, and bringing to his | 


support the concurrence of “those two able and 
upright statesmen, John Marshall and James A. 
Bayard”—two gentlemen distinguished for ultra 
Federalism throughout their lives! 


SS ee 


Is it nota ii- | 


tle singular that general Harrison never brings for- — 


ward a Republican witness to prove his own Re- 
publicanism? We have had exhibited, in the 
course of this debate, the certificate of Judge Ber. 
net, of Cincinnati, who avows himseif te have 
been heretofore a Federalisi, (nor does he pretend 
tohave changed,] to prove General Harrison to have 
been a Jefferson:an Republican! I shall remark 
on this testimony hereafter. 


now speak for himself. Here is the resolution for 


the repeal of the laws which had augmented the | 


army to the truly alarming extent already no- 
ticed: 

“ Reaolved, That so muchof the act passed the 16th of July, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, entitled “An act 


to augment the army of the United States, and for other pur- ; 


Poses,’ asauthorizesthe President of the United States to raise 
twelve additonal regiments of infantry and six troops of light 
dragoons, and to appoint two major generals, an inspector ge- 
neral, three brigadier generals, aud an adjutant general; and 
so much of the act d the third of March, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-nine, entitled ‘An act tor the better 
organizing of the troops of the United States, and for other pur- 


Let the clt General | 


| poses,’ as authorizes the appointment of a commander of the | 
$ arny: and a quartermaster general, ought to be repealed. 
ki 


rdered, That the said mouon be committed to a committee 
of the whole House.” 

On the 9th January, 1300, Mr. Harrison, (the present General 
William Henry Harrison, the nominee of the Harrisburg Con- 
vention for the Presidency,) made a speech against the above 
resolution. 


This sh isto be found in Duane’s Aurora of the 5th Febru- 
ary, 1800, and is therein thus reported: 
“Mr. Harrison said: The resolution has been so ably spoken 


to,'that it could not be expected to receive any new light from 
what he should add; but when it was recollected that he had 
no other rd ofexpressing his opinion on any subject that came 
before the House, than by taking part in the debate—not kav- 
ing a vote in the House—he trusted he need make no apology 
for rising on the present subject, which to him appeared an im- 
portant one.” : N 

“He was fully of opinion that the disbanding so large a por- 


: tion of the military force would be attended with disastrous 


consequences. In giving this opinion, he was sure he spoke 
that of nine-tenths of his constituents, and that they would with 
much more readiness bear their proportion of the expense 
which would be necessary to maintain these forces than that 
they should be disbanded. — 

“The employment of his past life, Mr. Harrison said, had 
led him te believe that too much reliance was placed on the 
militia. Were valor or alertness the only requisites in the for- 
mation of a good soldier, he should willingly give the militia 
that character. But these are only partial qualities compared 
with those whom they may be called to meet. What would 
their valor doif attacked by the military tactics of a Bonaparte 
ora Massena? Nothing short of discipline wili do for our forces. 
And are our militia well disciplined? No, sir, they are not. 

“Mr. Harrison eaid he had experienced the inconvenienees of 
a militia army. In 1794, he went out with a number of the mi 
litia of his part of the country against the Indians. When 
brought into action they behaved very well; they did not want 
courage, butafter a very short service they wan'ed to go home; 
they were anxious w see their families, and therefore numbers 
derertedand lefi the army ina state which was almost the cause 
of ite destruction. 

“He had experienced seven years’ service with the militia. 


bat was sorry to say, sush was their conduct that he never could ' 


think of trusting the country entirely to their protection. They 


; might do well with regular troops, and nodoubt would. Onder 
these impressions, and from this experience, he knew he spoke |! 
j the will of agreat proportion of his constituents—he sincerely 


hoped the resolution would not pass.” 


This was Gen. Harrison’s speech in favor of the | 
enormous standing army of the elder Adams, which, ` 


perhaps, created as much excitement and alarm as 
any other measure of his odious and execratile ad- 
ministration. He said “the had experienced the in- 
convenience of a militia army—after a very short 
service they wanted to go home, they were anxious 
to see their families, and, therefore, numbers de- 
serted, and left the army in a state which was al- 
most the cause of its destruction.” “He had 
experienced seven years’ service with the militia, 
but was sorry to say, such was their conduct, that 
he could never think of trusting the country entirely 
to their protection.” Very complimentary to our 
citizen soldiery, indeed' To say nothing of many 
similar victories, who fought the victorious battles 
against the Creek Indians, in the war of 18123 
The militia. Who won the ever-memorable victo- 
ries of the 23d of December, 1814, and the 8th of 
January, 1815, below New Orleans? Mainly, the 
militia. Yes, sir, and whenever they have good 
and brave officers to command them—a Washing- 
ton, a Jackson, and many others who might be 


‘Senate. 


named—they will achieve like deeds o° valor and 
glory, and crown themselves with never fading 
laurels. 

One other view, Mr. President, of this celebrated 
speech, which has fertunately risen up to bear wit- 
ness in the cause of truth and justice, and I shall 
pass on to other matters. All the Republican 
members of the House—I have heard of but one 
exception—voted agaiust Gen. Harrison’s senti- 
ments and speech: al the Federalists, I believe, 
(certainly the most distinguished, ) voted as he 
spoke, against reducing Adams’s standing army. 
He made his specch on the 9th of January, 1800. 
On the 12th of May, 1800, (just four calendar 
months and three days thereafter) he was nomina- 
ted by President Adams, the elver, to be Governor 
of Indiana, and on the next day hisnomination was 
confirmed by the Senate. Striking coineidence ! 
l coneur with others in the opinion, that, from these 
facts, there can be no doubt that Gen. Harrison 
was complete'y identified with the old Federal party, 
as it existed under the administration of Johu 
Adams.” President Adams, Ike all others holding 
the power of appointment, preferred his friends to 
his enemies. It is right that it should be so. I 
have no hesitancy in avowing that, character and 
qualifications being equal, or nearly so, I should 
always appoint my political friends, rather than my 
enemies. Well, sir, how does the honorable Sena- 
tor from Kentucky (Mr. Cairrennen] atiempt to 
exculpate his friend Gen. Harrison from his dilem- 
ma? Why, he says every body knows that Mr. 
Rando!ph was aneccentricman! Truly he was— 
but he was a man of extraordinary memory, as 
well as genius—he spoke of facis—nobody ever 
questioned his veracity, or honor, or honesty. Be- 
sides, even Gen. Harrison made no unqualified de- 
nial—but he testifies against himself, and in support 
of Mr. Kandolph’s charge, in nis speech last nc- 
ticrd—out of his own mouth is he condemned. 

But the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Crirren- 
DEN] brings forward the letter,or certificate of Judge 
Burnet, before aliuded to, as evidence of General 
Harrison’s political orthodoxy. And what does 
hesay? ‘Hear him speak, in his letter to Mr. 
Southgate of Kentucky, which follows: 


“Cincinnati, Feb. 27, 1840. 

“My Dear Sir: I remark, in reply to your letter of this morn- 
ing, that, during the contest between Mr. Jefferson and the el- 
der Adams, Genera! Harrison and myself were residing in the 
Northwestern Territory, and of course had not the privilege of 
voting. At that time I was in habits of greatintimacy with Gen. 
Harrison, although T was a Federalist, (honestly s0,) and he a 
Republican of the Jefferson school. I supp ried Adams warm- 
ly, and he, with equal warmth, supported Mr. Jefferson. Dur- 
ing the controversy, from 1796 inclusive, I conversed and ar- 
gued with him times without number—he sustaining Mr. Jef- 
fersou, and I Mr. Adams. You may assure your friend that 
there was not a more consistent,decided supporter of Mr. Jeffer- 
son in the Northwestern Territory than Gen. Harrison. For the 
truth of this declaration I most willingly pledge my reputation. 

“I state to go what I saw, and heard, and know. hen the 
Alien and Sedition law passed, the General was not a member 
of Congress. He neither voted, nor had an opportuniy of vot- 


ing on thatlaw. j 
“Your friend, 


“J. BURNET. 
“Hon, Wm. SourtneaTe.” E 
Upon this letter, Mr. President, I remark, in the 
first place, Judge Burnet avows thathe “was a 
Federalist, (hones'ly so.”) No doubt; and as he 
does not say he has ever changed, he is doubtless 
still one. The next thing Ihave to remark is on 
the singularity of the circumstance, that so intelli- 
genta friend of Gen. Harrison as Mr. Southgate 
is known to be, should omit and pass by all the 
old Republicans of °98 and '99—many of whom 
are certainly now living in the Western country— 
and call on a man, always known as a Federalist, 
to prove the old General’s Democracy! Why, sir, 
this seems to me to be "passing strange!” If you 
wished to prove a man a Christian, would you not 
think it better to call on some member of the 
church, to which he professed to belong, than upon 
any ont doorsinner, who, perhaps, might not 
know what constituted a Christian? Another re- 
mark I would make, ison the ex raordinary fact, 
that while, according to Judge Burnet, he “with 
warmth supported Mr. Jefferson,” in argument 
with him, (privately, I suppose,) he supported John 
Adams the elder in his public speeches in Con- 
gress, as we have just seen! Judge Burnet says, 
“when the alien and sedition law passed,the General 
(Harrison) was not a member of Congress. He 
neither voted, nor had an opportunity of voting, 
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on that law.” But he does not think proper to in- 
form us how he would have voted if he had had 
that opportunity. Again, sir, those two gentlemen 
were then opposed in politics—they now harmon- 
ize ~Jadge Burnet was one of the Vice Presidents | 
(Federalist as he acknowledges himself) of the ' 
Harrisburg Convention, which unanimously no- | 
minated Gen. Harrison for President. Who has 
changed? Do Federalists, as a bodv, usually ne- 
minate or support Republicans for office? 


Mr. President, we have somewhat seen what 
Federalism was in the beginning, and during the | 
reign of the elder Adams: has it changed? No, | 
sir; whatever may have been the mutations of i| 
name they have foand it expedient to adopt, the | 
principles of the party have remained unaltered. | 
True, sir, they have resorted to many devices to 
get rid of the odium which has ever followed them, 
or rather followed their doctrines, when brought 
into practical operation; but it will not do, so 
long as the people remember the great landmarks 
I have already mentioned. After the hard fought 
battles of *98 and °99, which resulted in the tri- 
umphant election of Mr. Jefferson in 1800, they 
soon found it in vain to attempt to get into power 
under their origiaal cognomen. Hence, they tried 
the experiment oi mitigating, if they could not en- 
tirely remove the odium brought upon them by 
their reckless disregard of the restrainis of the Con- 
stitution. They first coupled ovr name with their 
own—ealling themseves Federal Republicans! | 
Thry fought hard, under this name, against all the 
principles and policy of Mr. Jeffersun’s Adminis- 
tration; bot they did not regain their lost power. 
Ia despite of their opposition, Mr. Madison suc- 
ceeded to the Presidency; and, under the same 
name, they continued the struggle throughout his 
Administration. 
party (as they then called themselves) that opposed | 


It was the Federal Republican |, 


the late war; it was the same party that denounced | 
it as an unwholy war; it was the same party that | 
resisted all appropriations to subsist, clothe, and 
pay our treops; the same party that withheld, as 
far as was in their power, all the means ne- 
cessary to its successful prosecution; the same 
party that held ont blue light signals to the 
enemy when upon our coasts, and furnish- 
ed them with supplies; the same party that 
declared it “unbecoming a moral and religious peo- 
pe to rejoice at our victories; and the same party 
that held the Hartford Convention, and threatened 
to dissolve the Union, or drive Mr. Madison and 
Congress into the Potomac. Now all this was done 
to regain their lost power.. For that object they 
took advantage of the embarrarsments growing out 
of the war. | 
Bat, Mr. President, thank Heaven! although 
they embarrassed us greatly, and aided, encouraged, 
and comforted the enemy considerably, they did 
not succeed. Although our affairs for some time | 
wore a gloomy aspect, our gallant navy won bril-. i 
liant victories, wherever an enemy could be met on : 
the lakes or the ocean; and we became more and 
more successful on land, until the war was termi- 
nated in a blaze of glory, on the plains below New 
Orleans. This happy and brilliant sequel to our 
trying conflict with Great Britain, threw her friends 
in this country all aback. They at once found that 
their ald name, even with the honored and popular 
adjunct of “ Republican,” would no longer shield 
them from the execrations, or condemnation of 
their countrymen. They had now tried its efficacy 
through the two long administra‘ions of Mr. Jeffer- 
son and Mr. Madison; and with deep disappoint- 
ment and mortification, they found it had not only 
failed to produce the desired effect of rendering 
them popular, and giving them power, but that they 
had rendered it equally as odious as their old one. 
They then dropped the name, Federal altogether; and 
substituted National in its stead; calling themselves 
National Republicans, still thinking thatour name, 
instead of the principles it indicated, would enable 
them to prevail. This was their third name; and, 
under it, they carried on their operations through 
the administrations of Mr. Monroe and the younger 
Adams. Under its auspices, they succeeded in in- 
stitating a new class of Federal measures, called 
the American:system, embracing mainly high pro- 
tective tariffs and prodigal expenditures for inter- 
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nal improvements by the General Government. 
Thus they went on through the two last named ad- 
ministrations, enriching one portion of the Union 
at the expense of the other, until the Union it- 
self was in imminent danger. They continued 
to wear this name till the tariff was modified, their 
system of internal improvements arrested, and the 


recharter of the Bank of the United States de- , 


feated by the veto messages of General Jackson§ 
They had lost the Presideatial election of 1832 


by an overwhelming majority of the votes given | 


in the electoral colleges; and they found their prin- 
ciples were no better concealed by their third 
name of National Republicans, than they had been 
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by their first and second names. Under such ad- : 


verse circumstances, it was indispensable that an- 
other change should be made, or the prize of 


power abandoned; and the inventive genius of ` 


the party was set to work to find some new 
cognomen that would be less odious to 
the people than the last. In this trying conjunc- 
ture, upon the suggestion of one of their new con- 
verts, under the convincing argumentation of the 
United States Bank, with great promptitude and 
unanimity, they adopted the time honored name of 
Whig—a name consecrated by the blood of the 
martyred heroes and patriots of the Revolution! 
Lamentable, indeed, that such a name should ever 
have been prostituted to party purposes! Well, 
sir, what has been the result of this change? Al- 
though it rallied every division and fragment of 
the old Federal, Federal Republican, and National 
Republican parties, including Antimasons and 


Abolitionists, its broad mantle was not sufficient | 


to conceal, from the scrutinizing intelligence of the 
people, the unchanged deformity of their pringi- 
ples; and, under it, notwithstanding all their ma- 
nagement and devices, four years ago, with their 
motto of “divide and conquer,” they were glo- 


riously defeated. They have already found, in 7 


some parts of the Union, that this name will sus- 
tain them no longer. Indeed, last year, a portion 
of the party assumed the name of “Whig Conser- 
vatives;” and now, ia some parts of the country, 
they are calling themselves “Democratic Whigs,” 
and in others they have gone se far as to call them- 
selves “Democratic Republicans.” 
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manufactures and internal improvements. Here is 


his motion from the Journal of that body : 


“Mr. Harrison moved the adoption of two resolutions, in- 
structing our membeis in Congress to procure the passage of 


' laws medifying the tariff on imported articles, and for the en- 


courageinent of domestic manutactures and internal improve- 
ments; which were read, and ordered to lie on the table.” 


On the 14th December, 1819, the Journal gives 
the following account of the further proceeding on 
those resolutions: 

December 14, 1819. "The Senate then took up the report of 
the Commitee of the Whole upon the resolutions repealing the 


tariffon imported articles, and relative to internal improvements 
and domestic manufactures; which report was amended and 


_ agreed to; and on motion to agree to the following resolution, to 


wit: 

“Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, 
That, in their opinion, the present pecuniary embarrassments 
of the country are, in a great degree, caused by want of encou- 
ragement and protection to domestic manufactures, and that 
good policy requires that such modifications of the tariff, on 
imported articles, be immediately made, as will stop that inun- 
dation of foreign merchandise which has destroyed or suspended 
the operations of the greuter part of the manufacturing esta- 
blishments of the United States; which motion to agree to said 
resolution was unanimously decided in the affirmative. 

“The yeas and nays having been required, those members 
who were present, and voted in the affirmative, were— 

“Messrs. Baldwin, Brown, Campbell, Fithian, Foos, Furnas, 
HARRISON, Hooker, Irwin, Jennings, Lucas, Madeara, 
McLaughlin, M’Lean, Newcom, Pollock, Robb, Ruggles, Rus- 
sel, Shelby, Simpson, Spencer, Swearingen, Sullivan, Thomp 
son, and Trimble, speaker. ; 

Here we have General Harrison absurdly as- 
cribing the “pecuniary embarrassmenis of the 
country” to the “want of encouragement and pro- 
tection to domestic manufactures”—when every 
body knows that the inordinate expansions of the 
banks before, and their inability to meet their en- 
gagements, and the general disorder and deprecia- 
tion of the paper currency of the times—notwith- 
standing the great regulator, the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, was in full operation—was the real 
cause of that embarrassment and distress. But 
that was his pretext; though the tariff of 1816, 
which had been acquiesced in by the South, to ex- 
tricate the country from the national debt, created 
by the war with Great Britain, was in force: that 


tariff did not satisfy him. He was not only for en- 


'! couraging and protecting domestic manufactures, 


But all these | 


transmotations wil! not long deceive the enlighten- ; 


ed freemen of this country; if they would obtain 
and keep their confidence, they must practise our 
principles, as well as take our name. 1. trust, sir, 
the Senate will pardon me for the time I have con- 
sumed in this cursory review of the course of par- 


ties; they are reminiscences, I think, worth pre- || 


serving. bes 

Let us now enquire, for a moment, in the ranks 
of which party General Harrison has been doing 
battle since the people put an end to the ‘“‘sedition 
law and black cockade Administration.” What 
has been his course upon the tariff—a subject of 
vital and most exciting interest to all the inhabit- 
ants of the South, more especially? He not only 
uniformly voted for it in Congress, but, in allu- 
sion to a remark made by Mr. Garnett of Virginia, 


that the effect of the political quackery of the ta- i 


riff “had been to cover the streets of Norfolk with 
grass,” General Harrison, after insisting on its be- 
nefits, remarked: 


“It may be asked whether, under any circumstances, I 
would be willingto abandon the tariff. I answer, without any 
hesitation, in the affirmative. Whenever the streets of Nor- 
folk and Charleston shall be covered with grass, and our South- 
ern friends find no market tor their produce, and this state of 
things can be distinctly.traced to the tariff, I will then instantly 
give my voice for its modification or entire repeal; evenif I 
should still think that its continnance would be beneficial toa 
majority of the American people.” 


Here we have him tauntingly and sarcastically 


telling us, in reply to the complaints of a distia- © 
guished Southron, that he will consent to its modifi- «| 


cation or repeal, “whenever the streets of Norfolk 


and Charleston shall be covered with grass” and : 


the Southern people can “find no market for their 
produce, and this state of things can be distinctly 
traced to the tariff.’ Generous sympathy! He 
would modify or repeal the law after we had become 
utterly ruined! Nor, sir, was his support of the 
tariff confined to his votes and speeches in Congress. 
In the Senate of the Ohio Legislature, on the 9th of 
December, 1819, he made himself the leader in fa- 
vor of a tariff to protect and encourage domestic 
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but thought “that good policy required that such 
modifications of the tariff on imported articles, be 
immediately made, as will stop that inundation of 
foreign merchandise,” &c. In other words, he was 
so ultra in his tariff principles that he would carry 
it up to absolute prohibition! As a citizen of the 
South, and more especially of South Carolina, can 
the Senator [Mr. Preston] give his sanction to 
such doctrine as this, and support its author and 
advocate for the Chief Manistracy of the nation, 
with all its immense power, patronage, and influ- 
wencé—agaiast which he was wont to declaim so 
eloquently? 

_ But let us now examine his resolution in favor 
of internal improvements, and of bounties to manu- 
facturers. Here it is, with his vote: 

“On motion, 

“ To agreeto the resolution relative to internal improvements 
and domestic manufactures, to wit: 

“Resolved, Thatin the present state of pecuniary embar- 
rassment amongst the people, it is UNWISE AND IMPOLI- 
TIC FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO PAY OFF THE PUB. 
LIC DEBT MORE RAPIDLY THAN THE OBLIGATIONS IT MAY 
HAVE COME UNDER TO ITS CREDITORS MAY REQUIRE; AND THAT 
AY SURPLUS IN THE TREASURY WOULD BE MORE USEFULLY EM- 
PLOYED IN THE INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT OF THE COUNTRY, BY 
ROADS AND CANALS, AND IN THE SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT 
OF DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES; Which motion to agree was de- 
cided inthe atfirmative—yeas 24, nays 2.” 

“ And the yeas and nays being required, 

“Those who nated in the affirmative were— 

“ Messrs. Baldwin, Brown, Campbell, Fithian, Foos, Furnas 
HARRISON, Hooker, Irwin, Jennings, Lucas, Madeara, 
M’Laughlin, M’Lean, Newcom, Pollock, Robb, Ruggles, Simp, 
son, Spencer, Swearingen, Sullivan, Thompson, and Speaker- 
Trimble.) 

“ Those who voted in the negative were— 

“ Messrs. Russel and Shelby.” 

So General Harrison thought it “unwise and im- 
politic for the Government to pay off ‘the national 
debt more rapidly than the obligations it may have 
come under to its creditors may require.” This 
sentiment is perfectly in keeping wilh the whole 
tenor of his political life. One of the leading tenets 
in the creed of the Federal party always has been, 
that “a national debt was a national blexsing.” 
Instead of paying off the national debt, and giving 
to our country the proud pre-eminence she new oc- 
cupies as one, of only some two or three Govern- 
ments in. the whole world, without a public debt, 
he would have continued it until now, or ad infini- 


ium; for no capitalist, holding the public securities of 


3558 
26TH Cosa... lat. SESS. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


June, 1840. 


a a 


Militia Report—Mr. Clay of Ala. 


Senate. 


Se ee es 


the United States at the rate of the accruing inte- 
rest, would bave ever required payment of the prin- 
cipal. [i would bave amounted to a perpetoity of 
our national debt, upon which we should have been 
for ever paying a heavy annual interest. And how 
did he propose applying our revenue? Why, tn- 
stead of eriricaung ourselves from all pecuniary 
obligations, he thought “that any surplus in the Trea- 
sary would be more usefu!ly employed in the inter- 
nal improvement of the country, by roads and canals, 
and in the support and encouragement of domestic 
manufactures.” Did the wildest schemer, or the 
most visionary and enthusiastic projector, ever go 
farther for intemal improvemenis by the General 
Government, or for a system, not only of encou- 
Tagemeat and protection, but of bounties to these 
engaged in domestic manufactures? But one 
answer can be given to this question: an intelli- 
geat community cannot misunderstand it. To 
close this scene of unholy contrivance to take 
money out of the pockeis of one class of our citi- 


zens and put it in those of another—to rob one sec» ` 


tion of the Union to enrich another—the same jour 
nal shows this further proceeding : 

“The Renate then came tothe following reselution, on motion 
of Mc. Harmison: 

“Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed and 
our Representatives requested to use their exertions to procure 
the eof laws, embracing the principles recommended in 
the foregoing resolutions. 

“Ordered, That said resolution be sent to the House of Re- 
Presentatives, with a message, requesting their concurrence 
therein.” 

Having thos instructed the Senators, and re- 
quested the Repvesentatives in Congress, from 
Ohio, “to use their exertions to procare the passage 
of laws, embracing the principles recommended in 
the foregoing resolations—in other words, to put 
in requisition the whole power of this Govern- 
ment, to tax the planting, farming, mechanic, and 
commercial classes, tor ihe benefit of manufac- 
turers—cne would bave supposed that General 
Harrison, or any other person, would have been 
content; but not so, sir. Immediately after the 
proceedirgs just noticed, the same journal shows 
what follows: 


“On motion of Mr. Harrison, 7 

“The Benate azrecd to the following resolution, the same 
having been reported from the committee of the whole with- 
out amendment. 

“Resolved, That provisions should be made, by law, for the 
encouragement of domestic manufactures, as far as it is in the 
power oi the Brate to encourage them, and thata committee or 
three be appointed to prepare and reporta bill, exempting from 
taxation the houses employed as manufacwries of such fabrics 
as are usually imported from foreign counties, and exempting 
aleo the workmen employed in such establishments from mili- 
tary service, and laboring on the public highways, and a com- 
mittee was thereupon appointed, of Messrs. Harrison, Russel, 
and Shelby.” 


Now, sir, if this does not cap the climax of mon- 
strosity in tariff protection, encouragement, and 
boonties, I cannot understand the force of plain 
language. Not content with exciting to action for 
the benefit of manufacturers, all the powers of the 
General Government, he now declares that the 
States should also encourage them. How? By 
“exempting from taxation the houses employed as 
manofactories of such fabries as are usually im- 
ported from foreign countries, and exempting, also, 
the workmen employed in such establishments 


from mi‘itary service, and laboring on the public | 
-no change.” 


highways!” 

Why really, sir, General Harrison bas fine no- 
tions of that equality of rights and privileges gua- 
rantied by the Constitution. He woald not only 
encourage domestic manufacturers by bounties and 
prohibitions, but would free their property from 
the taxation to which al! other capital is subjected, 
and, more over, relieve the workmen employed by 
them from all the castomary duties and burdens 
common to all other citizens. 
that here was a barefaced aitempt to constitute both 
manufacturers and their “operatives” (as they call 
them) a privileged class? I leave the answer to 
every inielligent man. 

question to the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Prrston,] whetlaer he can give his sanction to these 
principles of General Harrison, or support their 
author for a si’uation, above all others, best calcu- 
lated to enable him to bring them into practical 
operation? ‘What would the people of South Ca- 
rolina think, if any particular class amongst them 


Can it be denied | 
` that he would sign an act to charter such a bank, 


And J now repeat the | 


were exempded by the Legislature from taxation, 


the duty of defending the country, and making 
toads? 
But, sir, the gentleman may suppose that the 


evidence furnished by his resolutions in the Ohio 


Legislature, that General Harrison was in favor 


of asystem of internal improvements by the Ge- | 


neral Government, is not sufficient. Lest he, or 
any other person, may have a doubt upon this sub- 
ject, I invite your attention to his votes in Con- 
gress, embracing every possible aspect of the ques- 
tion. In 1818, when he was a member of the 
House of Representatives, the following resolu- 
tions, declaratory of the power of Congress to 
carry on such a system, for every purpose ever 
sugggested, or contemplated by any enthusiast, 
were introduced; and he solemnly recorded bis vote 
in favor of each proposition: 


“Ist resolution. That Congress has power, under the Con- 
titution, to apprepriate money for the construciion of post 
sroads, military and other roada, and for the improvement of 
water Courses.” i 
90, noes 75; General Harrisen voting in the affirmative. } 
tAd resolution. 
stitution, to construct post roads and military roads, provided 
that private property be not taken for public use, without just 
compensation.” [Upon this resolution the vote etood—ayes 
82, noes 84; General Harrison voting in the affirmative. } 

“Sdresolution. That Congress has power, under the Con- 
stitugon, to construct roads and canals necessary for com- 
merce between the Btates, provided that private property be 
not taken for public purposes, without just compensation.” 
[Upon this resolution the vute etood—ayes 71, noes 95; General 
Harrison voting in the attiirmative. } 

‘4th resolution, That Congress has power, under the Con- 
stitution, to construct canals for military purposes, provided 
that no private property be taken for any such purpose, with- 
out just compensation being made therefor.” (Upon this reso- 
lution the vote stood— ayes S1, noes 83; General Harrison still 
young in the affirmative. ] 


Sir, it is now demonstrated, that in the Legisla- 
tare of Ohio, General Harrison was even disposed 
to delay the payment of the national debt, to pre- 
mote and carry on Internal Improvements by the 
General Government; and that, asa member of 
Congress, he voted “that Congress had power, un- 
der the Constitution, to appropriate money for the 
constraction of t roads, military and cther 
(what other? why, all other) roads, and for the im- 
provement of water courses.’ What water 
courses? all—there ıs no specification nor restric- 
tion. This isnot all—he voted for every possible 
modification of the power which (I presume) ever 


. entered the imagination of man. And can the Se- 


nator from South Carolina, [Mr. Preston] who 
denies the constitutional power of this Govern- 


' meni to made roads and canals, and to improve 


“water courses,” or even to construct harbors— 
can he, who has so often battled with me, shoulder 
to shoulder, on this floor, in opposition to such 
measures, on constitutional grounds—I repeat, car 


the Senator from South Caroline now give his ' 


sanction to these doctrines, so solemnly voted by 
General Harrison? Has he changed his own opi- 
nions upon this subject? I presume not. Has 
General Harrison changed his opinions? I pre- 
sume not. He declines making any ‘further de- 


[Upon this revolution, the vote stood—ayea | 


of what imaginable use is a written constitution? 
Does it not leave every thing tothe mere will and 
discretion of our public agents—untrammelled by 
constitutional restraints? It seems to me, sir, there 
can be no difference of opinion on this subject; 
and that no doubt can be entertained, if General 
Harrison were elected President—a large majority 


- of his friends,deeming a National Bank both consti- 


That Congress has power, under the Con- | 


claration of his principles, for the public eye,” and | 


we are referred to bis “views” which have hereto- 


fore been given to the public, ‘fully and explicitly” . 


—and we areexpressly told, “that those views, 
whether connected with constitutional or other 
questions of very general interest, have undergone 


What are General ‘Harrison’s views on the sub- 


: ject of an United States Bank? Hear him in his 


reply to Sherrod Williams in 1836: 


“The question, then, for me to answer, is, whether, under the 
circumstances you state, if elected to the office of President, 
I would sign an act to charter another bank. I answer, I would, 
if it were clearly ascertained that the public interest, in rela- 
tion tothe collection and disbursement of the revenue, would 
materially suffer without one, and there were unequivocal ma- 
nifestations ef publi¢ opinion in its favor.” i . 

The plain declaration here made by him is, 


if it was clearly ascertained that the public inte- 
rest required jt, aad public sentiment were in its 
favor. This declaration involves the assertion of 
the monstrous doctrine, that any thing is constitu- 
tional which it is believed the public interest re- 
quires, and in favor of which there is an unequivo- 
eal manifestation of public opinion. It amounts to 
saying that any thing is constitutional which may 
be deemed necessary and proper; or that may, in 
the discretion of Congress and the President, be 
considered expedient. Under such views as these, 


tutional and expedient—he would not only approve 
but recommend the charter of one. Does the Se. 
nator from South Carolina (Mr. Preston) sanc- 
tion this opinion of his distinguished chief? 

But, sir, amongst all the opinions entertained, 
or expressed by General Harrison, none can be 
more dangerous in tendency, than that which I am 
now about to bring to the notice of the Senate. I 
allude to his opinions upon slavery, and the powers 
of this Government in reference to it. I do not 
intend, on this occasion, to discuss the question, 
whether he is an Abohtionist or not? Thatis a 
matter which, for the present, I leave debatable, 
as the evidence is somewhat contradictory. But 
hear a declaration of opinion, which no one ques- 
tions he made, in regard to the power of this Go- 
vernment to provide a remedy for slavery. In his 
speech, delivered at Cheviot on the 4th day of July, 
1833, he says: 

“Should I be asked if there is no way by which the General 
Government can aid the cause of emancipation, I answer that 
it has long been an object near my heart to see the whole of 
its surplus revenue approprialed to that object. With the 
sanction of the States holding the slaves, there appears to me 
to be no constitutional objection to its being thus applied, em- 
bracing not only the colonization of those that may be otherwise 
freed, but the purchase of the freedom of others.” 

He declares “ithas long been an object near his 
heart to see the whole surplus revenue appro- 
priated to that object’—-the cause of emancipa- 
tion.” With the sanction of the States holding 
the slaves, he sees no constitutional objection! Can 
he, or any one else, point to the power delega:ed in 
the Constitution to authorize Congress to appropriate 
money to colonize negroes already free, or to “par- 
chase the freedcm of others?” I defy him to show 
any such power, or to show that it is one ‘‘neces- 
sary and proper for carrying into execution” any 
of those which are granted. Certainly, no man 
who believes the Constitotion imposes any limita- 
tions—no man, unless he believes this to be a Go- 
vernment of discretionary powers, can, for a mo- 
ment, justify such an opinion. But, sir, has it not 
been the settled opinion of all the South, univer- 
sally, that the subject of emancipation, or aboli- 
tion, (which is the same thing,) could not te 
touched rightfully or safely by this Government? 
Do the petitions, which have been, year after year, 
presented to the two Houses of Congress, which 
have agitated the Union from one end to the other, 
and threatened its dissolution, mean any thing 
more than the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia, and the Territories, by 
such means as Congress may, in their dis- 
cretion, think proper? Nothing, sir—nothing, If 
their purpose of emancipation can be attained, the 
Abolitionists care not about the means that may be 
employed; they would be willing it should be done 
by an appropriation of money. Then the propo- 
sition of General Harrison is but one form of Abo- 
lition. What would be the practical operation of 
such a measure? Why, sir, we being the principal 
tax payers, would mainly contribute the money to 
create the “surplus revenue.” In other words, the 
money would first be drawn from us by taxation; 
and, after paying the expenses of collection and 
cisbursement, it would be paid back to us for our 


` negroes, and they turned loose among us, free and 


equal. What a delightfal state of society this would 
bring about, and how much it would contribute to 
our prosperity and happiness! 

But, sir, can the people of the South, for one 
moment, tolerate this Government in any legisla- 
tion whatever upon the subject of slaves—one of 
the clear and indubitable compromises of the Con- 
stitution—a subject left to the exclusive control of 
the respective States? Can they safely suffer one 
step to be taken, by Congress, on the subject of 
slavery? No intelligent man, who feels asa South- 
ron, can for a moment hesitate to answer—no. The 
first step will inevitably and certainly be followed 
by others; that first step will be the signal for our 
destraction, or a dissolution of the Union; and the 
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people of the South cannot, nay, they will not, hesi- 

tate which alternative to choose. No considera- 

tion of life nor death can ever tempt the South to 

submit to such intermeddling and violation of good 

faith. Now I ask the Senator from South Caro- 

lina whether he gives his sanction to this opinicn? 

Mr. President, when I took up this branch of the 

subject, I laid down the proposition, in substance, 

that the Federalists were that party opposed 

to a strict construction of the Constitution 

of the United States, and in favor of ex- 
tending its powers beyond those expressly de- 
legated, or necessary and proper for carrying them 

into execution. I have now established—at least 
to my own satisfaction—that General Harrison was 

a black cockade Federalist, and supporter of the 
alien and sedition law, and standing army Admi- 
nistration of John Adams the elder. Ihave also 
shown that his opinions upon the tariff; upon inter- 
nal improvemen's by the General Goverment; upon 
a National. Bank; and upon the emancipation of 
our slaves, by the appropriation of the national 
treasure, are favorable to the exercise of all those 
powers; and that they are all assumptions of pow- 
er not delegated by the Constitution, nor necessary 
or proper for carrying those [powers into execution. 
These are the great questions which have princi- 
pally divided the two parties for many years past; 
and General Harrison having been found, uniform- 
ly, upon the side of lJatitudinous construction, con- 
tinues down to the present day emphaucally a Fe- 
deralist—though now without the badge of the 

lack cockade, which has long since been unfa- 
shionable. 

But his friends say General Harrison is not only 

a Jeffersonian Republican, but the poor man’s 


friend, and a man of boundless humanity and be- | 


nevolence—full of the milk of haman kindness. 

Let us examine his pretensions a few moments on 

this score, through the medium of his legislativs 

history in Indiana and Ohio. I do not kaow, Mr. 
“President, that I sheuld ever have brought this sub- 
ject to the notice of the Senate, but that the friends 
of General Harrison, ready as many of them are to 
misrepresent the Democratic candidate for the Pre- 
sidency, have roundly denied the authenticity of 
the Indiana law, and the extract from the Ohio 
Journal, as published in the newspapers. I 
have very recently received a letter from 
one of my most respectable and intelligent con- 
stituents, stating the fact of this denial and request- 
ing an authentic copy to be forwarded. Anxious 
to comply with this, and all other reasonable re- 
quests coming from those whe have honored me 
with their confidence, I was setting about procuring 

such copies from those States, when fortunately I 

was saved the trouble, owing to a similar request 

having been made of some of my North Carolina 
friends, by some of their constituents. The copies 

I shall read are certified to be “truly copied” by 

the two Senators and six of the Representatives of 

the State of North Carolina, at the request of two 
other Representatives. They are all gentlemen of 
honor and veracity; and, on their authority, I do not 
hesitate to vouch for the truth and genuineness of 
these documents, both here and to my constituents. 

These transcripts read as follows: 

Extract from the Laws ofthe Indiana Territory, printed at Vin- 
cennes, by. Messrs. Pon and age ey 1807, and now in the 
Lil of the State ent, Washington City. 

ied CHAPTER VIL. 
AN ACT RESPECTING CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS. 

“Bgo. 30. When any person or persons shall, on conviction 
ofany crime or breach of any penal law, be sentenced to pay a 
fine or fines, with er without the costs of prosecution, it shall 
and may be lawful for the court before whom such conviction 
shall be had, to order the sheriff to sell or hire the person or per- 
eons so convicted to service, to any person or persons who will 
pay the said fine and costa, for sach term of time as the said 
court shall judge reasonable. 

“and if such person or persons, so sentenced and hired or 
sold, shall abecond from the service of his or her master or mis- 
tress before the term of such servitude shall be expired, he or 
she so abeconding shall, on conviction before a justice of the 
peace, be whipped with thirty-nine stripes, and shal!, moreover 
serve two days fur every one so lost. 

“Bero. 31. The judges of the several courts of record in this 
Territory shall give this act in charge to the grand jury at each 
and every court in which a grand jury shali be sworn. 

JESSE B. THOMAS, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
B. CHAMBERS 


President of the Council. 
Approved September 17, 1807. 
WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON.” 
“From Me oars. of the Senate of the State of Ohio, Ist session 
„ of the 19th General Assembly, held in the town of Columbus, 
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The following is extracted from the proceedings of Tuesday, 

January 30, 1821, to be found on pages 304 and 305: 

“An act supplementary to the act for the punishment of cer- 
tain offences therein named being under consideration, 

“Mr. Fithian then moved to strike out the 19th section of said 
bill, as follows: 

“Be it further enacted, That when any person shall be im- 
prisoned, either upon execution or otherwise, for the non-pay- 
ment of a fine, or costs, or both, it shali be lawful for the sheriff 
ofthe county to sell out such person as a servant to any person 
within this State, who will pay the whole amount due, for the 
shortest period of service, of which sale public notice shall be 
given atleast ten days; and upon such sale being effected, the 
sheriff shall give to the purchaser a certificate thereof, and de- 
liver over the prisoner to him; from which time the relation 
between such purchaser and the prisoner shall be that 
of master and servant, until the time of service expires, 
and for injuries done by either, remedy shall be had in 
the same manner as is or may be provided by law in the 
case of master and apprentices; but nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to prevent persons being dis- 
charged from imprisonment according to the provisions 
of the thirty-eeventh section of the act te which this is supple- 
mentary, if it shall be considered expedient to grant such dis- 
charge: Provided, That the court, in pronouncing sentence 
uponany person or persons convicted under this act, or the 
act to which this is supplementary, may direct such person or 
persons to be detained in prison until the fine be paid, or the 
person or persons otherwise disposed of agreeably to the provi- 
sions of this act: k 

“Whhich motion was decided in the affirmative—yeas 20, 
nays 12 

Xind the yeas and nays being required, those who voted in 
the affirmative, were, , , 

“Messrs. Beasly, Brown, Fithian, Gass, Heaton, Jennings, 
Lucas, Matthews, McLaughlin, McMillan, Newcom, Russell, 
Scofield, Shelby, Spencer, Stone, Swearingen, Thompson, and 
Womeldorf—20. 

Those who voted in the negative, were, 

“Measrs. Baldwin, Cole, Foos, Foster, HARRISON, McLean, 
Dzwalt, Pollock, Ruggles, Roberts, Wheeler, and Speaker—12. 

“At the request of the Hon. William Montgomery and Hon. 
M. T. Hawkins, we certify the foregoing copy of an extract 
from a law passed in the Territorial Assembly of Indiana, and 
signed by William H. Harrison, as Governor of said Territory, 
and the extract from the journal of the State of Ohio, are truly 


copied. 
CHARLES FISHER, 
ROBERT STRANGE, 
B. BROWN, 
CHARLES SHEPARD, 
HENRY W. CONNOR, 
JOHN HILL, 
JAS. J. McKAY, 
J. A. BYNUM.” 

Here, sir, is a specimen of bis humanity, bene- 
volence, and kindness! Here is evidence that he 
is “the poor man’s friend!! According to the 
law of Indiana, which he approved, when (having 
an absolute veto, under the ordinance of the Ter- 
ritory) he might have defeated it, in despite of the 
unanimous votes of the Legislative Council and 
House of Representatives, any person or persons, 
male or female, on conviction of any crime, or 
breach of any penal law, (that is, for a mere misde- 
meanor, without any moral turpitude,) being sen- 
tenced to pay a fine, with or without costs, might 
have been sold by the sheriff to any person or 
persons, (white or black,) who would pay the fine 
and costs. Andif the unfortunate individual so 
sold or hired, absconded before the expiration of 
the term of servitude, they were made liable, “on 
conviction before a justice of the peace, (without 
atrial by jury,) te be whipped with thirty-nine 
lashes,” and to “serve two days for every one so 
lost.” To sell a free man into servitude for a mere 
misdemeanor—for instance, an assault and batte- 
ry, affray, or the like—would be intolerable 
enough; but fo inflict the ignominious punishment 
of thirty-nine lashes on a white manor woman, 
for merely leaving such service, and without a trial 
by jury, would be an outrage never, perhaps, per- 
petrated by any other Legislature since the days of 
Magna Charta. Without further comment, I 
leave this humane and benevolent poer man’s 
friend to the judgment of his country, merely add- 
ing that the section of the bill for which he voted 
in Ohio, was substantially like the law passed, with 
his approval, in Indiana, except the punishment of 
whipping for absconding. 

Hoping that I shal! be excused for this episode, 
Mr. President, as it seemed to be a necessary re- 
sponse to the remarks of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] on yesterday, I shall now 
proceed with my reply to the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Presron.] That honorable Se- 
nator thought proper to ascribe to the present Chief 
Magistrate inordinate fondness for power, and, in 
support of that charge, asserted that more military 
power had been aggregated under this Administra- 
tion than ary other. To prove this, he alluded 
tothe increase of the army by alaw passed 
about two years ago. Under that law, the 
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(ane gaa eT 
army, if full, would only amount to about twelve 
thousand men, to man our batteries and fortifi- 
cations, in all our seaport towns, for their protec- 
tion against an invading enemy, and for the de- 
fence of our extended inland frontier, on the North 
and the West, for thousands of miles. That mea- 
sure was, on all sides of the Senate, so generally 
acquiesced in, that, if I do not mistake, it passed 
without calling fora division. I am inclined to 
think the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Pres- 
TON] himself voted for that bill—did he not? 

[Here Mr. Preston nodded assent.] 

Mr. C. remarked, the Senator admits he voted 
for it, yet he now complains of it, as if unnecessary 
and unjustifiable. The Senator from South Caro- 
lisa, ina tone of disapprohation, also alludes te 
the act which paased near the close of the last ses- 
sion, appropriating ten millions of dollars, to be 
raised by loans, and placed at the disposal of the 
President; and also authorizing him to accept the 
services of fifty thousand volunteers, to repel in- 
vasion, if that contingency happened, as another 
evidence of the disposi'ion of this Administration to 
augment its powers. Well, sir, what is the history 
of this measure? Did the President ask Congress 
to give him the power to raise that number 
of men, and that amount of money? No, 
sir; on the contrary, it was the spomtaneous 
act of the two Houses, in view of what they 
regarded as possible danger of invasion by 
Great Britain. The measure originated in, 
and passed the House almust unanimously. It 
came into the Senate on the 2d of March, ‘was 
read the first and second times, by unanimous con- 
sent, and considered as in committee of the 
whole,” without being referred, as usual, to one of 
the standing committees. The only amendment 
moved, at any stage of the bill inthe Senate, was 
to strike out the third section, the motion being 
made by the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
Souruarp] who stood alone in the affirmative, on 
taking the yeasand nays. The name of the Sena- 
nator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] is re- 
corded in the negative. No amendment being 
made to the bil, it was reported tothe Senate aud 
passed to a third reading. It was immediately 
read a third time by unanimous consent, and 
passed, by yeas and nays, unanimeusly—the name 
of the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston} 
being again recorded in favor of the bill! 

Tbose are the two measures relied on by the Se- 
nator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] to prove 
the grasping ambition of the present Administra- 
tion, and the aggregation of more military power 
under it than apy former one. Both measnres 
passed through the Senate by an almost unanimous 
vote, and the Senator himself voting for both. This, 
sir, may be considered as a specimen of the fair- 
hess with which the Administration is censured and 
abused by the Opposition gentlemen, or their party; 
they first pass the measure, or at least assist in doing 
so, and then turn round and deneunce it, as un- 
wise, profligate, or dangerous. How just and 
magnanimous, to aid in passing measures, often 
when they could not pass without their assistance, 
and then to ascribe the wrong exclusively to the 
Administration, or its friznds! 


The censures of the Senator from South Carolina, 
Mr. President, which have been so much lavished 
on the President and Secretary of War, cannot be 
well reconciled with other portions of his own 
course as a member of this body. In the progress 
of my investigation, I find an act was passed in the 
spring of 1836, entitled “An act authorizing the 
President of the United States to accept the service 
of volunteers, and to raise an additional regiment of 
dragoons, or mounted riflemen.” This act autho- 
rized the President to accept the services of volun- 
teers, who might offer themselves (without the in- 
terven'ion of the State Executives;) and the bill, as 
it passed the House, authorized the President to or- 
ganize them into battalions, squadrons, regiments, 
&c. The bill was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, of the Senate, of which the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina is a member; and by ex- 
amining the Journal, I find, on the 11th of May, 
1836, Mr. Parston reported it from that committee, 
with amendments. Two of those amendments, so 
reported by the Senator, as I suppose, were to the 
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third section; which passed the House in the tollow- 
ing words: 


“Sec. 3. And de it further enacted, That the President of |! 


the United States be, and hereby is, authorized to organize the 
companies eo tendering their services, as aloresaid, into batta- 
liana, squadrons, regiments, brigades, and divisions, as soon as 
the numberof volunteers shall reader such urganization in his 
judgment expedient.” 


The first amendment to this section was to strike 
out the word “companies,” and insert, instead of it, 
the word “volunteers"—the effect of which was to 
let the volunteers be received by the President 
whol'y without organization under the State authori- 
ty, that he might have all the power in his own 
bands. For, the next amendment proposed to the 
section was, to add the following clause, at the end 
of ike section: 

“And shall appoint the necessary officers, which 
appointments shall be submitted to the Ssnate at 
its next session.” 

This was one of the amendments with which 
the bill was returned from the Sena'e to the House, 
though it did not meet their concurrence, and did not 
become a part of the act, which passed. I presume 
the Senator from South Carolina reported and 
acquiesced in this amendment, and supported it. 
(Mr. Preston assented.] Where will you find a 
more odious, or more revolting proposition to the 
people of the several States, than to take from them 

the appointment of their own militia officers, and 
give the power of appointing all those officers to the 
President? Such was the effect, and extent of the 
Senator’s amendment; for the bill authorized the 
Pres:dent to accept the services of ten thousand 
volunteers; and of course, the power to “appoint 
the necessary officers” would have embraced the 
appointment, not only of the major generals, briga- 
dier generals, and colonels of regiments, but all 
the other officers, down to the lowest subaltern. 
These journals, sir, are sometimes troublesome 
things. Why, sir, the gentleman talks of a viola- 


| 


i 


tion of the Constitution, ia the plan proposed by | 


the Secreiary of War. Was there ever a more 
palpable violation of that instrument proposed by 
any one? Or a more glaring attempt to invade and 
wrest from the States one of their most important 
and expressly “reserved rights?” Neber, sir; never. 
What are the powers granted to Congress over the 
militia? First, the power “To provide for calling 
forth the militia te execate the laws of the Uaion, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions.” In 
this clause, the power is only given to call them 
forth, for three enumerated objects. 

The other clause gives to Congress the power— 

“To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the mi- 
litia, and for governing such part of them as may be em- 
ployed in the service of the Untied States; reserving io the 
States, respectively, the appointment of the officers, aul the 
authority of training the militia, according to the discipline pre- 
ecribed by Congress.” : fs 

Is argument necessary to satisfy the plainest un- 


derstanding, thata law giving the power of ap- |. 


pointing efficers of the militia to the President, 
under any circumstances, would be a clear and 
indubitable infraction of this provision of the Con- 


stitution, and an outrageous usurpation of one of | 


the reserved rights of the States? No, sir; there can 


be no doubt; and it would be insulting to common 
sense to press the argument. | 

of this proposition—to take from the people, iu the 
face of the plain letter of the Constitution, the ap- 


Yet, sir, the author ` 


pointmer t of their own militia officers, who are to . 


commar.d them in the hcur cf batt!e, and have the 
guardianship of their lives and honor—at the same 
time giving the power of those appointments to the 
President: yes, sir, the author of this most mon- 
sirous, unconstitutional proposition, the Sena‘or 
from South Carolina (Mr. Preston] is the chosen 
champion of the Opposit:on, to inveich agains! the 
Secretary of War, and Genounce hin and the Pre- 
sident for the p'an of organization submitted to our 

sideration ! 
pene than to say—'he power proposed by the Se- 
nator from South Carolina never can be exercised 


I will add noshing further on this , 


ia Alabama, while my voice can be heard an! . 


heeded. 
Suffer me now, Mr. President, to call your at- 


tention to the 17th clause of Mr. Poinse't’s projet, 
which is pronounced, by the Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Preston,] as ‘‘mons‘rous and un- 
constitational.” It is on this clause the Senator 
relies, as I understand him, to establish the charge 
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of unconstitutionality, and the consequent imputa- 
tion of grasping ambition and usurpation. That 
it may be fairly understood, I will read the clause 
in question, which is in the following words: 

“Ith. That the President of the United States be authorized 
to cail forth and assemble such numbers of the active force of 
the militia, at such places within their respective diatricts, and 
atauch times, nor exceeding twice nor 
Year, as he may deem necessary; and during such period, in- 
cluding the time when going to and returning from the place of 
rendezvous, they shall be deemed in the service of the United 
States, and be subject to such regulations as the President may 
think proper to adupt for their instruction, discipline, and im- 
provement in military knowledge. = 

Now, sir, taking this clause independently of all 
others, I do not hesitate to admit its unconstitu- 
tionality. In the usual acceptation of the terms, I 
can never agree that Congress can give the Presi- 


dent power to call forth the militia merely for dis- | 


cipline, nor for any other purpose than te “execute 
the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and 
repel invasions.” Nor can I agree that they shall 
be considered ‘in the service of the United States,” 
or that the President shall prescribe regulations, 
or, in the language of the Senator, command them, 
when merely under discipline. But, sir, dees not 
the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] 
know that, in placing a construction upon any in- 
strument, law, or document, all the parts upon the 
same subject should be taken together? He cer- 
tainly ought to know this. Well, sir, are there no 
other clauses of the Secretary’s document bearing 
upon this question? Yes, sir, the very clause pre- 
ceding the ene he read. The 16th clause of the 
Secre'ary’s plan proposes: 

“lth. That the officers of the militia of the several classes 
shall be appointed by and in such manner as the Legislature 
ofthe respective States shall direct, and in the Territories of the 


United States in such manner as is preacribed by existing 
laws.” 


This certainly proposes to leave more power 
with the States than the Senator’s amendment to 
the bill in 1836, upon which I have commented 
did. Itleavesthem the power of appointing their 
own officers; and the men, the care and guardian- 
ship of those who may be chosen by themselves, 
or their States. 

The 39th clause of the Secretary’s projet, clearly 
contemplates that his plan of organization is to be 
carried out by State legislation. An examination 
of it will satisfy the most prejudiced mind that it 
is to be submitted to the States for their adoption; 
for it concludes with a proviso, “that until sach 
enrolment and organization be made, the existing 
laws governing the militia of each State be consi- 


| dered asstill in force.” The Senate can, however, 


place their own construction upon it: it is in the 
following words: 
“39th. That the Legislatures of the several States, at the ear- 


_ liest period of time after the adoption of this system, enactsuch 
| lawsas may be necessary to enrol and organize the militia of 


the respective States, according to the provisions contained 
herein: provided that, until such enrolment and organization 
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be made, the existing laws governing the militia of each State ` 


be considered as still in force.” 


Bat, sir, thisis not all. To obviate all doubt ef 


the Secretary’s meaning in the projet originally 
sabmitied to the House of Representatives, the | 
chairman of the Committee on the Militia of that ` 
House, addressed him in a letter, under their in- :: 


structions, for a “more {ull exposition of his views.” 
What is the Sccretary’s reply to the question, 
whether he intended that power should be given to 


the President to call all the militia of one district ` 
to assemble together at one place, and out of their - 


respective States. Here it is: 

“The proposition to divide the territory of the United states, 
by which is here meant the area embraced by the geographical 
boundaries of the whole Confederacy, is intended for military 
purposes, in order that each district may be commanded by one 
officer, wao would have the general direction of the regulars 
and militia within the district; but the plan contemplated that 
the power of the President to call out the militia should be re- 
stricted to ussembling the militiu of each State withinils own 
territorial limite.” 

He says ‘the power of the President to call out 
the militia should be restricted to assembling the 
militia of each State within its own territonal li- 
mits.” Hence the Senator from South Caro- 
lina may dismiss his alarm about the President 
cailing the miliua from Lee, Russel!, and other 
western counties of Virginia, all the way into the 
District of Columbia, to be trained! His fears may 
be quieted, too, in regard to the danger of the Pre. 
sident, or some of his successors, concentrating ten 
thousand of the militia in the rotundo of the Capi- 
tol, with bristling bayonets, on the eve of a Presi- 


days in the same :' 


. Cause the active class to be trained “with regular - 
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dential election, to overawe and control the Votes 
of the House of Representatives for that important 
Office. : 

The Secretary goes further, as to his purpose of 
submitting his plan to the States for their co-opera. 
tion. Hear the following part of his explanatory 
letter: 

“With regard to the 17th article, the same difficulty which 
presented itself to the committee, occurred to me when cop. 
sidering this subject, viz: that provision of the Constitution 
which restricts the power of Congress over the militia to orga. 
nizing, arming, and disciplining them, reserving to the States 
respectively the appointment of offices, and the authority of 
training the militia according to the discipline prescribed h 
Congress. Although the word “disciplining ” issueceptable ot 
a diffurent interpretation from that given to it here, yet the sub- 
sequent reservation to the States of the power to train the mili. 
tia according to the system of discipline adopted by Congress, 
would seem to define its meaning; and as we cannot be too 
scrupulous m our interpretation of the Censtitution, 1 propose 
that, in the event of its becoming necessary, to resort to draughis 
in order to fill the ranks of the active class of militia, to apply 
to the States to place by law their contingents atthe disposal of 
the General Government, for a period of not more than thirty 
days of every year, for the purpose of their being trained in con- 
junction with the regular troops, and by veteran officers. It is 
not probable that this co-operation will be withheld by aay 
State, when the advantages ure presented to it of possessing a 
body of well organized, well armed, and well disciplined militia, 
without any expense, either to the States or to the citizens there- 
of; and when they are made aware that it is the intention ot 
the Government to assemble such militia at convenient points 
within each State, and in the vicinity ofdepots of arms, which 
it is proposed to establish as part of the system. 

Here he speaks of his purpose of applying to the 
States to place their militia of the “ active class” 
“at the disposal of the General Government,” for 
how long, or for what purpose? *“ For a period of 
not mere than thirty days of every year, for the 
purpose of their being trained, in conjunction with 
regular troops, and by veteran officers.” 

‘The Senator from South Carolina is mistaken, 
then, in supposing that it was the design of the 
Secretary ot War, or the President, merely by the 
legislation of Congress, and independently of the 
State authorities, to assume the command of the 
militia. He is mistaken in saying it was contem- 
plated to drag them out of their own States. Then 
what does this “monstrous proposition” amount to? 
Why, sir, that, with the consent of the States, the 
President may appoint the times and places at which 
the militia of the “active class” shall assemble, 
within their respective States, for the purpose of 
being trained. That, with the consent ef the 
States, he may designate officers of the regular 
army, not to command, but to drill them; and also 
that they be “trained in conjunction with regular 
troops.” The State Legislatures have power to do 
all this, if they thought proper: that is, they could 
require any class of their militia to assemble, en- 
camp, and muster, at such times and such places, 
within their respective States, as they thought pro- 
per; or they could authorize any officer to appoinr 
those times and places; or they could appoint, òt 
designate, any officer (even of the regular afmy, 
with the consent of his superiors) to drill or train 
them. And couldthey not authorize the President 
to appoint the times and places of training, within 
the respective States; and, also, authorize him to’ 


troops, and by veteran officers?” Unquestionably, 
the State Legislatures could do these things. Then, 
although we eannot approve of the plan, why shall 
we denounce and execrate the Secretary of War, 
for the mere proposal? I think I know why it has 
been, and will continue to be done. If E were to 
make twenty conjectures,as to the motive that impels 
to such a course, every one of them would be that 
it has been, and will continue to be done—first, 
because Mr. Van Baren is a candidate for re- 
election to the office of President; and second, be- 
cause the plan for the reorganization of the militia 
can be so misrepresented and distorted as to in- 
jure him in the estimation of his fellow citizens. If 
the same plan had been suspended for the pre- 
sent, and proposed at the next session of Con- 
gress, after the President’s re-election, althongh 
it might have been disapproved by some, it would 
have excited no alarm—the Whig camp would 
have been “as calm asa sammer’s morning.” 
Sir, this is not the only instance in which the 
Senator and his friends have waged this descrip- 
ton of warfare against the Administration. The 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston]. in 
the outset of this debate, was loud. in bis. com- 
plaints that the committee had dragged in, as he 
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expressed it, the reports of General Harrison. It 
was in vain that he was reminded of the fact that 
the committee had commenced their report, as they 
declare, in the very first sentence, with a view to 
examine the subject of the reorganization of the 
militia, ‘in reference to the powers of Congress, 
the various plans whioh have been proposed, and 
such measures as have been matured, at ditferent 
periods, since the adoption of the Constitutien, 
without ever having read one of General Harn- 
son’s reporis, and without knowing he had ever 
made one—at least so far as the chairman is con- 
cerned. It was in vain the Senator was assured 
that the reports of General Harrison thus came up, 
legitimately, in the path upon which the commit- 
tee sat out, and were used by them only because 
they belonged to the subject. All these protesta- 
tions did not secm to be satisfactory; it is difficult 
to satisfy a gentleman who is resolved not to be 
content. 


But in the mean time, the report of the Commit- 
tee on the Militia, of the other House, including a 
minority report, signed by four of the Senator's 
politieal friends, is printed aad laid upon our 
tables. Well, having examined and written upon 
the same sabject myself, it was very natural that I 
should desire to see what those distinguished gen- 
tlemen had said of Mr. Poinsett’s report. Ac- 
cordingly, I read this minority report—and what do 
I find? Why, sir, that they, too, have “dragged in” 
the same identical reports of General Harrison, 
made in 1817 and 1819, from which the committee 
of the Senate had made extracts! Yet, the Sena- 
tor has not thought proper to censure them. It 
would not, I presume, comport with his notions of 
equality, while censuring the committee of the 
Senate for draggiag in General Harrison’s reports, 
to ceasure his political friends for doing precisely 
the same thing. It is true, sir, there is some dif- 
ference in the extracts the minority of the commit- 
tee of the House have thought proper to make, and 
those made by the committee of the Senate. They 
have given the argument, and theoretical views of 
General Harrison, in favor of a well disciplined 
militia, together with a few of his accustomed dis- 

playsof historical learning in reference to the an- 
cient Repablics—how "small Republics have been 
overthrown by those which were more powerful, 
as Saguntumidestroyed by Carthage, and Numantia 
by Rome.” ; 

Bat, sir, the minority have wholly omitted to no- 
tice the resalt of alt this learning and argument— 
the distinct, practical proposition, with which the 
report concludes, and the point, to establish the ex- 
pediency of which all the foregoing part seems to 
have been intended—that is, the proposition to give 
a military education to “ail the youth of the Uni- 
ted States.” This is in both the same reports from 
which they quote, and from which the committee 
of the Senate make extracts; yet they do not notice 
it at all, though it is clear it would involve the an- 
nual expenditure ot millions of doliars. 

The minority committee report, however, does 
not fail to notice the public expense and individual 
burdens which. would attend the adoption of Mr. 
Poinsett’s plan. They set them forth to the ‘‘pub- 
le eye” in bold relief. They first set forth that 
part of Mr. Poinsett’s plan which requires the mili- 


tia to arm themselves, in the following terms: 
“The Bec: of War computes the number of the militia 
at one miltion five hundred thousand between the age of twenty, 
and under that of forty-five years, who are to be enrolled, etc.; 
and every citizen so enrolled, etc. ‘shall, within three months 
thereafter, provide himself with a good musket—bore of suffi- 
cient capacity to receive a lead ball of eighteen in the pound, a 
sufficient bayonet and belt, two spare flints, a knapsack, cai- 
tridge box—to contain at least twenty-four cartridges, suited to 
the bore of his musket; and each cartridge to contain a ball and 
three buckshot, and a sufficient quantity of powder, or with a 
good rifle, knapsack, shot pouch, and powder hora, or flask, 
with sufficient powder and bali fer twenty-four charges, and 
two epare flint; and that he shall appear so armed, equipped, 
and i tipapa when called out for exercise, or into service.” 
he committee then go on to say, in substanee, 
that they have endeavored to procure the prices of 
the materials with which all the militiamen are 
required to furnish themselves; and seem to depiore 
their disappointment in not having obtained them. 
They proceed, however, upon the best data they 
have, and estimate the gun and o'her equipments 
of each militia man to cost $20. They ‘hen pro- 


ceed arithmetically, and very correc:ly state, that, 
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“to purchase these one million and a half of mus- 
kets, &c. at twenty dollars each, would cost the 
people of the United States thirty millions of dol- 
lars. Are they prepared at this time of pecupiary 
distress to advance this sum of thirty millions of 
doilars out of their private pockets? We think 
not; we know they are not.” “So far, so good.” 
At the price assumed, it would cost all the estimated 
number of the militia, of the Union, that sam, to 
arm and equip themselves in the manner prop sed; 
and for one, | would not consent to enforce such a 
reguiation. 

Bat, sir, if it was the object of the minority 
of the committee of the other House to give the 
country fall and correct information upon this sub- 
ject, and enable them to form a true opinion, as to 
the amount of new burdens, sought to be imposed 
upon them by the Secretary of War, they have 
tno doubt unintentionally” omitted one important 
fact; thatis, that the law, as it now exis's upon the 
statute hook, requires of them precisely the same 
thing. By the law of May 8th, 1792, passed under 
General Washington’s administration, and sought 
to be enforced by the act of March, 1803, ap- 
proved by Mr. Jefferson, every man, subject to 
militia duty, is now required to arm and equip 
himself, at his own expense, and substantially, 
in the same manner. To relieve ail apprehension 
that this is a new barden, attempted to be impcsed 
on the people, I will ask the Secretary to read the 
first section of the act first mentioned to the Senate. 
[The Secretary thea read that section from the act 
of May 8th, 1792, in the following words: 

“Section l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the United Stutes of America in Congress 
assembled, Thateach and every free, able-bodied, white, male 
citizen of the respective States, resident therein, who is or 
shali be ofthe age of eighteen years, and under the age of forty- 
five years, (except asis hereinafter excepted, shall, severally 
and respectively, be enrolled in the militia by the captain or 
commanding officer of the company within whose bounds such 
citizen shall reside, and that within twelve months after the 
passing of this act: and it shall, at all times hereafter, be the 
duty ofevery such captain or commanding officer of a compa- 
ny io enrul every such citizen as aforesaid, and also those who 
shall, from time to time, arrive at the age of eighteen years, or, 
being of the age of eighteen years, and under the age of forty- 
five years, (except as before excepted,) shall come to reside 
within his bounds; andshall, without delay, notify such citizen 


of the said enrolment by a proper non-commissioned officer of 
the company, by whom such notice may be proved. That 


every citizen so enrolled and notificd shall, within six months 


| thereafter, provide himself with a good musket, or firelock; a 


sufficient bayonet and belt; two spare flints, and a knapsack; 
a pouch, with a box therein, to contain not less than twenty- 
four cartridges suited to the bore of his musket, or firelock, each 
cartridge to contain a properquantity of powder and ball; or, 
with a good rifs, knapsack, shot-pouch, and powder-horn, 
twenty balls, suited to the bore of his rifle. and a quarter of a 
pound of powder: and shall appear, so armed, accoutred, and 
provided, when called out to exercise, or inte service, except 
that, when called ont on company days to exercise only, he 
may appear without a knapsack. That the commissioned offi- 
cers shall, severally, be armed with a sword or hanger, aod 
eaponteon. And that, from and after five years from the 
passing of this act, all muskets forarming the militia, as here- 
in required, shall be of bores sufficient for bahs of the 
eighteenth partofapsund. And every citizen so enrolled, and 
providing himself with the arms, ammnnition, and accoutre- 
ments, required as aforesaid, shall hold the same exempted 
from all suits, distresses, executions, or sales for debt, or for 
the payment of taxes.” 

ow, sir, Lassert that this law, passed in 1792, under Washi- 
ington,s administration, is still in force. Can any gentlemen 
dispute the fact? [No one denied it.] No onecan controvert 
it. Besides, other portions of the act, which I will not consume 
the time of the Senate in reading, superadd other burdens, 
which are fully equal to allthat has been proposed by Mr. 
Poinsett. Nay, more; a law, aiditional to this, which was 
paseed under Mr. Jefferson’s administration, and with his ap- 
proval, repeated that every citizen duly enrolled in the militia, 
should be constantly provided with arms, accoutremen‘s, and 
ammunition, agreeable to the directions of said act,” which has 
just been reat. Neither of these Jaws has ever been repealed; 
they are both in full force; and it rests with the Legislatures 
of the respective States (as it would if Mr. Poinsett’s plan were 
adopted) to ay whether they will enfore them. Then the 
Secretary of War only proposed, in this particular, to embrace 
in hia plan the re-enactment of the old law. Isit not jusi—is 
it not fair—that the country should know and understand this 
important fact, before they pass the sentence of condemnation, 
which is demanded against him? No just er impartial man 
willsay no. So much for his startling parade ofindividual ex- 
penditures and burdens, which are just the same that every 
militiaman is now subject to, and no more. 
~@That nothing which could possibly excite feelings of preju- 
dice or indignation against the Secretary of War, or the Admi- 
nistration, might be omited, the Senator from South Carolina 
Mr. Preston} has brought to your view the 28th clause of Mr. 
Pinseri s projet, and has characterized it as one of its new and 
unprecedented features. Here, again, sir, the Senator is mie- 
taken; the enactment proposed in that clause is not without 
high precedent. The Senator, I presume, will acknowledge 
that Wm. B. Giles of Virginia, was, throughout his life, one of 
the most distinguished Republicans of this Union. The gen- 
tleman will. doubtless, be surprised when E tell him that the 
Secretary of War but followed in his footsteps when framing 
this clause, as he did in those of General Knox, and General 
Hagrison (one or both) in all the othe- important features of 


ee 
= 


te 


his plan. Having already consumed so much time. Mr. Pre- 
sident, I will only read the clause of Mr. Poinsett’s projet, which 
hes been referred to, and the 6th section of a bill reported in the 
Senae by Mr. Giles, trom the Committee on Military Affairs, 
on Satae’y, the 5th of November, ISH. 

Toe 28th elause in Mr. Poingeit’s plan: 

“23th. That every offiver, non-commissioned officer, artifi- 
cer, Musician, or private of the militia, Who shall fail to obey 
the orders of the United States, in the case provided for calling 
forth the active force, or parts thereof, Gn the 17th head,) shail 
be fined, and forfeit a sum not exceeding three months’ pay, nor 
Jess than half a month s pay, according to the circu mstances of 
the case, ax a court mara} may determine: and that every offi- 
cer, non-commissioned othicer, artificer, musician, or private of 
the militia, who shall fail to obey the orders of the President of 
the United Siates, in any of the cases cited in the 18th and 19th 
heads, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding one year’s pay, and not 
lesa than one month’s pay, 10 be determined and adjudged, ac- 
cording to the circumstances of the case, by a court martial; 
and such officer shall, moreover be liable to be cashiered by 
sentence of a court martial, and be incapacitated from holding a 
commt-<ion in the militia fora tern: of 4 years, atthe discretion 
of said court; and non-commissioned ofhcers and privates shail 
he liable to be imprisoned by the sentence of a court martial, ou 
failure of the payment of fines adjudged against them, for one 
calendar month sor every five dollars of such fine ” 

Section 5 of Mr. Giles’s bill: 

“Sec 6. And be it further enacted, That every officer, non. 
commissioned, er private, of the militia, who shall fail to obey 
the orders ot the President of tie United States, in carrying into 
effect any ofthe provisions of this act, shall forteit and pay a 
anm not exceeding =- years’ pay, nor less than = 
months’ pay, and such officer shall, moreover, be liable to be 
cashiered by sentence of a court martial, and be incapacitated 
from holding a commission in the militia tor a term not exceed- 

ng „at the discretion of the sard court; and such non- 
commissioned officer and private shall be liable to be impri- 
sioned, by a like sentence, on failure to pay the fines adjudged 
against them, being respectively for one calendar month for eve- 
ry five dollars of such fine.” 

Now, sit, will the gentleman, can he, point out the difference? 
Let not te gentleman say that this bill, or the section E have 
read, had exclusive reference to the war—upon examination 
he will find that all the usnal duties of enrolling, classing, and 
every other duty, almost, connected with the organization of 
the militia, may be found in this bill of Mr. Giles. The sixth 
section of the bill, as I have shown, proposed that the punish- 
ment of being fined, imprisoned or cashiered, was to be in- 
flicted by a sentence ofa court martial, for failing "to obey 
the orders of the President of the United States, in carrying 
into effect any of the provisions of that act.” Afterthe ex- 
hibition of this further precedent and authority for the plan 
of the Secretary of War, I hope the Senator from South 
Carolina. (Mr. Preston.) will not insiston ascribing to him 
such exclusive originality. Idare say, it is an honor, of which 
he is not now peculiarly ambitious, 

Mr. Giles’s bill was founded on the projet of Mr. Monroe, 
who was then Secretary of War; but neither the talents, high 
standing, public services, nor Republican virtue, of those two 
distinguished men, could save them from the vituperation and 
abuse of the Federal party, which was then in opposition to 
the Democratic administration of Mr. Madison. To show you 
how ready that class or eee are to find fault with any 
and every Republican administration, and how unsparing and 
reckless they are in their denunciations, I beg leave to read 
you some remarks from the seventh volume of Niles’s Weekly 
Register, showing the manner in which the @pposition then 
spoke of the projet of Mr. Monroe, and the bill of Mr. Giles. 
The article I shall read isin reply to the vituperation of the 
then Opposition; and I shall leave it to the Senate to judge how 
far a similar notice might not be justly taken of the denuncia- 
tion heaped upon the present Secretary of War and the Presi- 
dent. The following is the article to which I allude. 

“ Militia drafts—or ‘Conscription.’ 

“Th >ghost of ‘French influence’ being laid in the eea that 
washes the shores of the little island of Elba— faction, at a joss 
for some noisy word, happily grasped ‘conscription,’ and 
wielded it with no little effect, o2 the minds of the people. It 
is astonishing how complete may be a delusion when a large 
body of men unite and act together, to mislead the judgment— 
and I dare say, there are tens of thousands of very honest men, 
who really believe that the plans for raising a military force, 
lately before Congress, had their origin with Napoleon Bona- 
parte, and never were embodied on paper but by him, except 
in the projet of the Secretary of War, or in the bill recently 
reported to the Senate by Mr. Giles. 

“To undeceive honest men, and give our readers in general 
a document of high interest, we devote a great part of this 
number to the insertion of Washington’s plan for organizing 
an army in 1790. That it was his plan, is undeniable from the 
assertion of General Knox, that ‘it was modified acco: ding to 
the alterations you [Washington] were pleased to insert.’ 

“We heartily recommend it to the perusal of every ore. Let 
Mr. Monroe’s projet (page 137) and Mr. Giles’s bill, (page 181) 
be also carefully reac—and let the reader lay his hand on his 
heart, and say which looks the most like a ‘conscription,’ ”” 

[Niles’s Register, Saturday, January 7, 1815. 

Thus, sir, we find the opposition to the Republican Adminis- 
tration of Mr. Madison crying out against the militia plan of 
the Secretary of War, and denouncing as “conscription” the 
bill reported on that basis by his leading Democratic friend in 
the Senate ofthe United States. In reference to the violent 
and extravagant denunciations which have been hurled by 
their political enemies against the present Secretary of War, 
and the President, we might exclaim, with the writer of the 
article you have justheard: “It is astonishing how complete 
may be a delusion, when a large body of men unite and act 
together, to mislead the judgment!” 

Amongst other complaints made by the Senator from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Preston,] is this—that the President warmly 
recommends the plan of the Secretary of War. As I under- 
stand much exertion has been used in elaborate addresses, 9a 
well as speeches. to fix this charge upon the President, whilst 
Iam upon the subject, it may be well to show what he did say 
in contradistinction to what he did not say. What he did say, ar 
all he said, upon the subject, is to be found in this short pata» 
graph: 

“The 
ports and navy yards, 
port of the Secretary of 

attention of Congress; and, 


resent condition of the defences of our principal sea- 
as represented by the accompanying re- 
War, calls for the early and ser ous 
aa connecting itself intimaiely with 
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this subject, Icannot recommend too strongly to your considera- 
tioa the plan submitted by that officer tor the organization of 
the mititia of the United States.” 

Now, air, the President does not say here, as may have been, 
and doubtiess has been, represented, that he recuinmends the 
plan to the adoption of Congress. Afier alluding to the con- 
dition of the “defences of our principal seaports and navy 
yards” ina manner to indicate that they “required our early 
and serious attention,” as intimately connected with that sub- 
ject, he says he “cannot recommend too strongly to your con- 
sideration the plan submitted by that officer (the Secretary of 
War) for the organization of the milina of the United States ” 
There is certainly a vast dillerence, as it must strike the mind of 
every one, between calling on us to adopt and calling on 
us to consider a plan. He could not well have said 
teas, and have directed our attentien to the report at 
all Besides, at that time, he had nothing before him 
but the general outline of the plan, as cuntained in the Secre- 
tary’s annual report. The details of the plan, which have been 
seized upon as unconstitutional and abnoxious, were not made 
out till about three months afterwards; the Jetter containing 
them bears date on the 20th of March last, responsive toa 
resolution of the House, and were never seen by the President 
tiil after they were presented. Hear what the Secre aryn m 
self says on this point in reply tothe Secretary ofthe Central 
Democratic Committee of Virginia: , 

“The President concurred with me in opinion with Tegard; 
to the importance of reorganizing the militia at this time but 
had no agency in preparing the plan reported to Congress and 
no previous knowledge of its detaile. lt was prepared, as has 
already been stated, at the request of a Committee of the House 
of Representatives expressed at the close of last session, and 

. reported to this Congress upon a call of the House, made di- 
rectly upon the Secretary of War, and, as is usual in all such 
cases, sent to that body without being previously submitted to 
the President. With it or its details he, therefore, had nothing 
to do.” 

Such is the deliberate statement of aman who could not be 
-suspected of falsehood or prevarication by any man who is 
acquainted with his character. I will add this question for the 
consideration of every man ol fairness and liberality: Is it 

ible for the President to periorm the other duties of his 
Figh and reponsible office, and examine all the reporis of the 
heads of departments and bureaus, during the session of Con- 
Who will answer in the affirmative? 

I truet, Mr. President, I have already said enough to excuse 
the committee for not having indignantly rebuked the Presi- 
dent and Secretary, as the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
Preston] said we should havedone. Ifany thing further should 
be , however, I would only remind the Senator, that he 
and the committee have occupied positions, in reference to 
this mauer, altogether different. The committee had duties of 
a somewhat judicial nature devolved upon them, and were 
bound to investigate and decide with fairness and impartiality 
—whilst the Senator has appeared, in much that he has said, 
rather more in the character and spirit of a proseeuting attorney, 

Finding it impossible to urge the conviction of Mr. Pointseit 
successfully, sustained as he is by the reports of G:n. Knox 
and Gen. Harron, the Senator from South Carolina has rather 
admitted they had gone too far, and has endeavored to excuse 
them, whilat he censured the present Secretary with so much 
acrimony. How does he attempt this exculpation? Why, sir, 
by reminding us that they were old soldiers, and, when their 
r porte were made, still smarting under wounds received in their 
country’seervice, which were not then completely cicatrized ! 
Whether Gen. Knox had received wounds I really do not 

recollect, he had, however, been outof military service some 
ten years, I suppose, when his report was made—and at least 
tong enough to calm his feelings, and moderate his military 
embusasn. Nor do I know whether General Harrison had 
received wounds in the military service of his country. He 
certainly did not at Lower Sandusky, for he was with his 
army, about seven miles distant, with his munitions and stores 
all piled up ready for the torch; with troubled pace, walking to 
and fro; wringing his hands and exclaiming, “his blood be upon 
his own head, I wash my hands of it’—-while the youthful but 
gallant Croghan, with about one hundred and thirty men, and 
one six-pounder, in a fort he had been ordered by his General 
(Harrison) to abandon, as indefensible, achieved a most glorious 
and ever memorable victory over British and Indians combined, 
tothe number of about two thousand. He received no wound at 
the River Raisin where the brave and patriotic Kentuckians, 
under Gen. Winchester, were overwhelmed by superior 
force, and massacred in cold blood by the Indian allies of Great 
Britain with the pee of British officers, whilst he [Gen. 
Harrison) reposed with his army at Camp Meigs, within some 
thirty miles, or one day's forced march: Instead of marching 
to the relief of those unfortunate men, he burnt his stores, and 
retreated to Carrying river. He received no wound at the seige 
of Fort Meigs, (of which I have ever heard,) for he remained 
securely in hie fort, while the chivalrous Col. Miller (now a 
member of Congress from Missouri) by his brave and success- 
ful sortie, obtained a victory, which settled the difficulty, and 
entitled him to imperishable fame. Nor did he receive any 
wound at the battle ofthe Thames, having reluctantly pursued 
the enemy from Sandwich, and having been (if I am correctly 
informed) at a respectable distance from the threatre of conflict 
end danger. Talk of Gen. Harrison’s wounds indeed ! Why, sir, 
iff do not wholly msundersiand the history of his military 
career, he never las been personally engaged in any battle, 
Cunless when a young man, while serving with Gen. ayne,) 
except the battle of Tippecanoe, in which he was caught in- 
advertently, having shamefully followed the suggestion or advice 
of his savage enemy, to encamp in a position acknowledged hy 
himself to have been favorable to such an attack; and even 
there I believe he escaped unhurt, whilst the courageous and 
dauntless Joseph Hamilton Daviess and hia brave Kentucky 
friends, fell the victims of his indiscreet and itl-judged conduct. 
No, sir: General Harrison had no wounds of which I have ever 
heard, to excite or impel him to propose his extravagant 
and monstrous schemes, either to train 100,000 men for six 
weeks in the year, at the public expense, or “for the military 
instruction of all the youth of the United States.” 1 have 
shown thathia letter to Governor Scott, of Kentucky of the 
10th of March, 1839, written three years before the war, coa- 
tained both propositions, __ , 

Mr. President: I will detain the Senate no longer. I think 
I have said enough to satisfy all reasonable and fair_men, that 
Mr. Poinsett’s projet for reorganizing and disciplining the 
militia, does notcontain all those startling features of monstro- 
sity, which have bees ascribed to it by the Senator from South 
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Carolina, here,and by his political friends elsewhere. 1haYe 
shown, too, that however objectionable the plan of Mr. Poin- 
sett may be, censure cemes witha bad grace from the sup- 

rtersof General Hairison, who has outstripped all who 
have peas or followed after him, in regardto thetime he 
would require training and the expenditures he would make 
from thepublic Treasury —even “by laying on additional taxes” 
— independent of the enormous expense of his system of univer- 
sal military instruction for our youth. And, sir, I have esta- 
blished (as I_betieve) by clear and indisputable documentary 
proof, that Gen. Harrison was ablack cockade federalist du- 
ring the administration of the elder Adams, and that he remains a 
Federalist, even unto this day. 

Ithank the Senate for the kind indulgence with which they 
have honored me. 
a tt te 

Norg.—Since this speech was delivered, I find the first section 
of the bill, reported by General Harrison in January, 1837 re- 
quires every private of the militia to “provide himself with a 
good musket,” or “ with a good rifle,” and other equipments, 


as proposed by Mr. Poinsett, and as now required by the act of | 


May 8. 1792. The same bill, in the 15th section, declared “That 
the officers and non-commissioned officers, when encamped, (as 
was required,) under the preceding provisions, shall be sub- 
ject to the rules and articles of war, &c.” Consequently, as 
regards the individualexpense of the militia arming themselves, 
Mr. Poinsett but followed the example of General Harrisop; as 
well as General Knox. : 


SPEECH OF MR. STRANGE, 


OF NORTH CARLINA, 
In THE Senate, May: 19, 1840. 
On the bill to establish a unifori system of bank- 


ruptcy. 

Mr. STRANGE addres the Señate as follows: 
Mr. Present: The subject now; under conside- 
ration has perplexed Congress, afd divided public 
opinion, as much as any other sisice the foundation 
of the Government; and I shou} have been happy 
to have left its discussion enfrely to abler hands. 
But, as a member of the Judiciary Committee, my 
peculiar situation (differing, as I do, in many parti- 
culars, with each of my colleagues) will excuse my 
bee the Senate and the country somewhat at 
arge. 

I assume, for the present, that a bankrupt law 
of some kind is to pass during the present session 
of Congress, and that the question now is, under 
what form it will best commend itself to the favor 
of the American peoples Whether in any bank- 
rupt law the claims of justice and humanity can be 
so made to harmonize as that neither shall suffer, 
or, in case of irreconcileable hostility between them, 
which shall most command our regard, are grave 
questions, that ought not to be hastily or unadvisedly 
answered. For my own part, I have hitherto be- 
lieved that Justice stood frowning in the pathway 
towards any bankrupt law, and have been thereby 
deterred from taking any step in that direction. But 
the wailings of distress coming, as I am told, from 
five hundred thousand of my fellow-citizens, have 
reached my ear, and their cries for relief have so 
wrought upon my feelings, that Iam compelled to 
unite in an effort to devise some plan by which jus- 
tice to the creditor. and humanity to the debtor can 
be reconciled. Failing in this, the question must 
recur to be decided, on which side moral and consti- 
tutional principles preponderate. In the mean time, 
I stand unpledged upon this great question; for, al- 
though a member of the committee by which the 
bill was reported, I only expressed my preference 
for the amendment submitted by the chairman, per 
Wall,] on the part of the minority, over the bill, as 
peened from the majority, by the Senator from 

elaware, [Mr. Clayton.] I was not, however, sa- 
lisfied with either plan; nor am I yet satisfied, as 
will be seen in the course of the remarks I am about 
to submit. 

Several principal points suggest themselves in 
the consideration of this subject. Ist. What natural 
persons, and under what circumstances, may be 
constitutionally declared bankrupt? 2d. What 
natural persons, and under what circumstances, it is 
expedient to declare bankrupt? 3d. What is the 
answer to both these questions in relation to corpo- 
rations? 

The first two of these questions have been so fully 
and ably discussed by the Senator from Massachu- 
Setts ‘bass Webster] that I feel myself engaged in a 
heartless task in going over the same ground; but 
the importance of the subject and some differences 
in our views, will, I trust, excuse my doing so. 

The authority, and the only authority which 
Congress has for legislating on this subjecty is 
found in the 4th clause of the 8th section of the 
ist article of the Constitution of the United States, 
Congress shall have power “to establish an uniform 
rule of naturalization and uniform laws on the sub- 
ject of Lege iy throughout the United States,” 
Here. is as large a charter as the wind, so 
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far as the subject of bankruptcies is cop. 
cerned; and to ascertain our power, it is only 
necessary to settle the meaning of the terms 
used. No one acknowledges with more plea- 
sure than myself, that thisis a Government of 
limited powers, and that it can demand nothing that 
is not set forth in the bond. Iam a State Rights 
man of the straitest sect. In conformity with these 
principles I hold that in general, if not invariably, 
every word in the Constitution is to be taken in its 
popular sense. In the English language, “bankrupt” 

as a well settled signification. ankruptey of 
course signifies the state of being a bankrupt, 
Many, I know, have entangled themselves by fanci. 
ful etymologies of the word by which they attempt 
to limitits signification. Some suppose ita com- 
pound of two Latin words, dancus—a bank, and 
ruplus—broken. It is to be remarked, however, 
that few Latin dictionaries give us the word bancus 
at all; and in Ainsworth’s, where it is found, it is 
marked as bad Latin—coined doubtless to furnish a 
synonyme for our important word—bank. Others, 
more correctly, perhaps, but with quite as little utili- 
ty, trace it to the Italian words banco and rotto, 
which do, in fact, signify broken bench; in allusion, 
it is said, to the practice in Venice of breaking the 
benches of the money dealers who became fraudu- 
lent or insolvent. Again it is by some brought 
down to us through the French word bangue-route; 
banque, in French, being synonymous with mensa 
in Latin, or table in English; and routo with vesti- 
gium in Latin, and footstep or trace in English—a 
term, it is said, derived from the Roman mensarzi, 
which were set up in public places, and when a 
trader slipped away, with an intention to deceive 
his creditors, he left only some sie or signs of 
his table or shop behind him. From this, it is argued 
that, as the persons concerning whom thisterm origi- 
nated were necessarily traders, or they could have no 
bancus—banco—banque—bench or table, it can now 
be properly applied to traders only, and as the first 
legal proceeding in regard to them was compulsory, 
and so continued up to the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion,that no other than a compulsory proceeding could 
be contemplated in the bankruptcies spoken of in 
the Constitution. The bare statement of such an 
argument is enough to excite a smile, and seems 
very like trifling with the gravity of Senatorial dis- 
cussion. If we must have an etymology for “bank- 
rupt” and “bankruptcy,” why not content ourselves 
with one much more simple, and, for aught I can see, 
quite as probable as those before mentioned? One 
of the significations of our word “bank,” is a heap or 

ile ofany thing. Itappearsto me, then, to bea far 

tter figure than that of the broken bench, to suppose 

a man’s estate, wealth or fortune, to be typically spo- 
ken of asa pile or heap of money; and when 
heap is broken or swept away, either by imprudence, 
calamity, or under the authority of law, according to 
a very common formation of English words, he may 
be very properly described as bank—rupt. 

But whatever. difficulties we may have about the 
etymology of these words, there is none in ascertain- 
ing their popular signification. Lexicographers, 
and good writers in past times, all show us that 
bankrupt was early used to signify one who was not 
able tomeet his engagements. Johnson’s definition 
of bankrupt, in his dictionary, is “one indebted be- 
yond the power ofjpayment.” Shakspeare makes 
one of his characters to say: “Sir, if you spend word 
for word with me, I will make your wit bankrupt.” 
And another, “Time is a very bankrupt, and owes 
more than he has wit to season.” 


Johnson, in his life of the poet Blackmore, says: 
“To hinder that intellectual bankruptcy, he affects 
to fear he will erect a bank for wit.’ Dr. Bar- 
row, of whom that sprightly monarch, Charles the 
Second, wittily remarked he was an unfair preacher, 
because he left nothing for others to say, in one 
of his charity sermons, observes: “The poor man’s 
pa is a bank for our money, which can never 

eceive us—all the rich traders may decay and 
break, but the poor man can never fail, unless 
God himself become bankrupt.” Here, then, are 
some ancient instances of the use of the words 
“bank,” “bankrupt,” and “bankruptcy,” in which 
it would be ridiculous, and, in one at least, im- 
Pious, to suppose that there was any notion of an 
allusion to a bench, either whole or broken. 

But it is insisted by some, that whatever may 
have been, or now is, the popular signification of 
the word “bankruptcies,” it is a term of science 
known to the English law, having there an esta- 
blished technical meaning; and it is further urged 
that in that sense it was used by the framers of 
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our Constitution; and consequently, in reference 
thereto are our powers upon the subject to be 
construed. That as known to the English law, 
“bankruptcy,” ez vi termini, meant a compulsory 
process issued against a “trader,” who had com- 
mitted some one or more of certain acts; and that 
therefore, Congress can pass no bankrupt law in- 
cluding under its operation other persons than tra- 
ders, or depending in any degree for its action 
upon any other motion than that of the creditor. 
I admit that the Constitution, like any other in- 
strument, is to be taken according to the intent of 
those who framed it, provided they have used words 


fairly expressive of that intent. But I know of no 
rule requiring us, when a word has two meanings, | 


the one technical and the other popular, to pit 
the former, unless there be something in the in- 
strument itself, or in the subject-matter, to indicate 
that preference. Where neither of these exist, 
common sense demands a precisely opposite course. 
What is the main object of a written Constitu- 
tion? Is it not to secure the people at large 
against the tyranny of those in power? And to 
ive effect to that object, must not the instrument 
subject to the interpretation of the people? Must 
the people wait until some person makes the dis- 
covery for them, that their liberties are assailed, 
before they are to rise in their defence? It was 
a complaint against'a Roman Emperor, that he 
hung his decrees too high for the people to read 
them. And is it to be supposed that the framers 
of our. Constitution coached it in language which 
the mass of the people could not comprehend? 
Simplicity, and a readiness to be understood, are 
most essential qualities of a Constitution, and it 
can never be supposed, and strong evidence only 
should convince us that portions of ours require a 
thorough knowledge of abstruse branches of the 
law of a foreign land on the part of those who 
would understand them. It was never the inten- 
tion of our political forefathersto keep us forever 
in leading-strings to Great Britain, and that every 
step taken by us, in law or politics, should be re- 
ulated by what she had done. But it is too much 
the fashion of those whose business it is to reduce 
our Constitution to practical results, to-act as if 
this were so. Generally lawyers, they bring their 
rofessional habits of thinking with them into the 
ational Legislature, and are forever recurring to 
those fountains for political, from whence they are 
accustomed to draw professional knowledge. It is 
a vice which I sincerely hope will ere long be 
corrected, and that we shall cease the unwise 
practice of putting new wine into old bottles, and 
jecing out new garments with shreds and patches 
From t e old and threadbare. 

When, then, we look to the general design of 
that sacred instrument, the Constitution, there is 
every thing pointing to its general use of words in 
the popular sense, and there is nothing in the pas- 

under consideration indicating any exception in 

the word bankruptcies. The point of the argument 
with those who insist upon a technical meaning of 
the word bankruptcy, is, that there is a recognised 
and established distinction in the English law be- 
tween bankruptcy and insolvency—that bankrupt 
cy confines itself to traders, and is a compulsory 
process always instigated by the creditor, while in- 
solvency embraces al] classes of persons indebted be- 
ond their ability to pay, and isa relief sought for 

by the debtor—and that our Constitution autho- 
rizing Congress to legislate on the subject of bank- 
ruptcies, used the word with these limitations. I 
have already said that Ido not admit the obligation 
to resort to English law books for the meaning of 
words used in our Constitution, but if I did, high au- 
thority warrants me in saying that there is no such 
established distinction as that contended for between 
the two terms bankruptcy and insolvency. In the 
first place, the first English Bankrupt law, to wit: 
34th Henry VIII, chap.4, did not confine itself to 
merchants and traders, and the amended law 
of 13th Eliz. chap. 7, did not discharge the debt. In 
what, then, did these two acts differ from an insol- 
vent law? If any thing can be considered the 
peculiarly distinguishing characteristic of a bank- 
rupt, from an insolvent law, it is the 
discharge of the debt; and yet we find a 
vogi law has existed (and even in England, 
too, where nothing can be wrong) without that 
feature. It is true there are two forms of pro- 
ceeding known to the English law: one by which 
the effects of the debtor are distributed according to 
fixed rules, and the debt forever discharged; the other 
by which the debtor himself distributes his effects ac- 
cording to his caprice, (provided there be no fraud,) 


, 
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and his person only is discharged. But there is no 
established wall of partition separating those two 
into distinct systems; neither is there any thing in 
the nature of either which would prevent their be- 
ing resorted to in every case, mutatis mutandis. 
Chitty, an English law writer of the highest autho- 
rity, in his third volume of Commercial Law, chap. 
18, p. 687, says: 

“We have now only to pursue our inquiries into the remedies 
of creditors, where the debtor is generally unable for a time to 
pay his creditors, or 1s absolutely bankrupt or insolvent.” 

He here uses those two words as equivalent. 
Thosc who insist upon the distinction between bank- 
rupicy and insolvency, say that bankruptcy applies 
toan inability to pay with punctuality, and insol- 
vency to an inability to pay atall. Now Mr. Chitty, 
in the same chapter, says, in treating of general in- 
solvency, after speaking of time given by credi- 
tors: 

“Secondly, where the debtor becomes bankrupt or an insol- 
vent debtor. The term insolvency, (derived from the Latin word 
tnsolvendum,) when used in anact of Parliament, has been 
cons:rued to signify an inability on the part of the debtor to pay 
with punctuality, and at the appointed day, the debt due from 
him.” 

Adopting the very signification for insolvency 
which the advocates for distinction give to bank- 
ruptcy, and thus establishing their identity. And 
further, at page 721, after referring to the various 
remedies which had been treated of for an individual 
creditor, he adds: “Upon a little consideration we 
shall perceive that when a party is bankrupt or in- 
solvent, those remedies would be inadequate,” still 
speaking of them as identical, and then goes on to 
speak of the peculiar advantages of the proceeding 
in bankruptcy as accruing to the benefit of all the 
creditors. 

But to come nearer home, Chief Justice Marshall, 
in the case of Sturgis vs. Crowninshield, 4 Wheat, 
Rep. 194, says: 

“ But the subject is divisible in its nature into bankrupt and 
ingelvent laws, though the line of partition between them is not 
so distinctly marked as to enable any person to say, with posi- 
tive precision, what belongs exclusiyely to the one, and not to 
the other, class of laws. It is said, for example, that laws 
which merely hberate the persons are insolvent Jaws, and those 
which discharge the contract are bankrupt laws, But ifan act 
of Congress should discharge the person ofthe bankrupt, and 
leave his future acquisitions liable to his creditors, we should 
feel much hesitation in saying that this was an insolvent and 
not a bankrupt law, and therefore unconstitutional. Another 
distinction has been stated and uniformly observed. Insolvent 
laws operate at the instance of an imprisoned debtor, bankrupt 
laws at the instance of the creditor. But should an act of Con- 
gress, authorize a commission of bankruptcy to issue on the 
application of a debtor, a court would scarcely be warranted in 
saying that the law was unconstitutional.” 


And again, at page 195: 

“This difficulty of discriminating with any accuracy between 
insolvent and bankrupt laws, would Jead to the opinion that a 
bankrupt law may contain those regulations which are gene- 
rally found in ineolvent laws, and that an insolvent law may con- 
tain those which are common to a bankrupt law.” 

Thus, I think, very clearly settling the question of 
any real distinction in the nature of the two things. 
For if one may be made at pleasure just what the 
other may, who can say there is any natural 
or invariable distinction betweenthem? It seems, 
then, that the popular and technical senses of 
the word bankruptcy are so nearly the same, 

that it is a mere sticking in the bark of the 
tree to assume any substantial distinction them. I 
still insist, however, that if it were otherwise 
to the popular sense, we-ought to attach our- 
selves. I donot deny that the immediate effect will 
be to extend the power of this Government upon 
this particular subject. But the general effect will 
be to keep the construction of the Constitution in the 
proper hands—those of the people, and not to deliver 
it over to experts, or a sort of priesthood, who, like 
those of the anciént heathen gods, will pronounce 
from it, with oracular solemity, whatever it may suit 
their own views to pass for truth. Lasting liberty is 
in the one system—inevitable and quick coming 
slavery in the other. Who, then, can hesitate in 
choosing between them? 

I will not trouble myself with the question, to 
what extent the States may go on the subject of bank- 
ruptcy, should Congress decline the exercise of its 
powers, although I will remark, in pene that, in 
my humble judgment, much error has issued from 
high places on this point. 

Assuming, then, as I think I may safely do, that 
the Constitution gives to Congress the whole field of 
insolvency, in its widest extent, for the exercise of its 
powers, I propose to say a few words on the expedi- 
ency of extending the provisions of any law which 
may be passed by Congress, beyond the limits em- 
braced in the English bankrupt laws in 1789; and in 
so doing I hope to add a little strength to the positions 
heretofore assumed. 

The relationship of debtor and creditor 
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has probably existed from the earliest period 
of civilization. In almost all ages and all 
lands, the creditor classes have nad much direct or 
indirect agency in their legislation, while the debtor 
classes have had little or none. Tne natural effect 
followed, and the rights of creditors were sedulously 
and promptly guarded by law, while those of the 
debtor, and his claims to mercy, have been over- 
looked or tardily considered. In Rome, the proud 
patricians were not only the governors of the realm, 
but owned allits wealth, and ever held as debtors, 
wretched plebeians, who, as common soldiers, toiled 
for a fame that they seldom shared, and by the law 
of the twelve tables, might, in case of insol- 
vency, be cut into fragments to satisfy, in proportion, 
the conflicting claims of difierent creditors. By 


| other laws of the same realm scarcely less cruel, 


the debtor might be imprisoned in chains, subjected 
to stripes and hard labor, or sold with his wife and 
children into perpetual foreign slavery (trans 
Tiberim) to satisfy the demands of a cruel ere- 
ditor. Very similar regulations seem to have ex- 
isted among other nations, and we are told that in 
some parts of the East Indies, the wife of the debtor 
was the lawful victim of the passions of a relentless 
creditor, andthe debt was cancelled by the eternal dis- 
honor of the debtor and his wife, without the consent 
ofeither. Such was the state of the world when the 
light of Christianity dawned upon it. The non- 
payment of a debt was considered an inexpiable 
crime, while the most flagrant cruelties might be 
practised to enforce it without sullying the fame or 
disturbing the conscience of the creditor. But the 
Sun of Righteousness first gilded with its beams the 
fetters of the unfortunate debtor, and darted rays of 
consolation into his desolate dungeon, and then with 
a power unknown to any physical solvent, melted 
the chains from his limbs, and dissipated as a mist 
the walls that surrounded him, and sent him forth 
to breath in security the air of freedom. Laws 
were made at Rome under the Christian emperors, 
by which a debtcr who ceded his property to his 
creditors, was freed from their power. Still this 
was no discharge of the debtor, and his future ac- 
quisitions were liable to be seized. Humanity, how- 
ever, made a further appeal in behalf of the hap- 
less debtor, and it was provided, that where a debt- 
or was, by any unforeseen accident, reduced to 
low circumstances, and would swear that he had 
not wherewith to pay his debts, he should not be com- 
pelled to give up even what was in his possession, 


This last provision is probably the true germ of 
the bankrupt principle. Exposure to unforeseen ac- 
cident, it will be found, is the ground upon which, 
throughout the English laws, those claiming the be- 
nefit of the bankrupt law were entitled to their dis- 
charge. England was originally settled by a war- 
like se and no laws seem to have existed there 
by which the body of the debtor was subjected to im- 
prisonment for a debt, properly so called, until the 
statute 25, Edward II. chapter 17, when the writ of 
capias ad satisfaciendum, which had previously 
been used only in actions where force was charged 
against the defendant, was allowed to a creditor to 
enforce the payment of a debt. We are here pre- 
sented with a striking instance of the greater heart- 
lessness and cruelty of Mercury than ofMars. We 
have reason to think that until Rome, in ancient 
times, and England in modern, became trading na- 
tions, no freeman was consigned to the common re- 
opare of felons, to enforce the payment of a debt. 
The laws, as well as the morals, of a country, are 
much more dependent upon her previous habits and 
existing interests, than is generally imagined; and 
in trading nations we find both the morals and laws 
ranking breaches of contract with the highest crimes; 
and, without intending a pun, from that influence 
the forger and the murderer are made to stand upon 
the same platform; a decision of corrupted justice, 
which te ana humanity can never sanction. 
This, together with the previously stated fact that 
the lawgivers are generally of the creditor classes, 
has imparted a peculiar sternness to legislation in all 
trading countries, upon the subject of contract, and 
has even left some traces of it in that sacred charter, 
our Federal Constitution. Butfrom time to time, 
for eighteen hundred years, a spirit of mercy has 
been struggling with it, and this sternness has re- 
laxed. The genius of Democracy has brought the 
poor man into the halls of legislation, and the debtor 
is no longer friendless, but finds a sympathy in the 
bosom of the lawmaker and the judge, and the Legis- 
lature has become a mediator between the debtor and 
the creditor. This is among the proudest of the 
many trophies of which this benignant genius has 
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reason to boast. This spirit, while it has left in our 
Constitution a rigid prohibition on the States from 

sing any law impairing the obligation of con- 
tracts, has planted there the provision under which 
it is now proposed to legislate. 

The firststep taken in other countries was, as I have 
said, lo accept the goods, and acquit the person, but 
to retain the liability, of the future acquisitions of the 
debtor. Thus tar most of the Statesin this Union 
have gone, and many of them, it is believed, are 


dpon to go much farther. 
he next step was to emancipate the debtor fully 
upon the surrender ofall his present possessions, 


and allow him to make a new beginning in the | 
world; and that is the example we are now asked to ` 


follow. Stillthis has been contined to those who, 
by unforseen accidents, were reduced to low cir- 
cumstances, for although by the law of Englanda 
trader only was the subject of this provision, yet 
it was on account of his peculiar liability to these 


unforseen accidents, that he was tobe dealt with | 


differently from other insolvent debtors. 
remembered that I am not now discussing whether 
any bankrupt law should be passed, but if any, what 
should be its cardinal provisions. We have now 
reached the point in this discussion that brings us 
to the principle on which the peculiar provisions ot 
a bankrupt law are based. Is it a mere progression 
in the road where insolvency leads—a further ameli- 
oration of the condition of the debtor, or a step in 
the direction precisely opposite, poring more 
securely for the payment of the creditor? I have no 
hesitation in pronouncing it the former. The very 
reasons assigned by writers on the subject, for ex- 
cluding all but “traders,” shows that it was de- 
signed as a favor tothem. Hear what one of them 
says: 

Judge Blackstone, in his Commentaries, vol. 2, 
page 472, after speaking of the treatment of debt- 
ors under the Roman laws at different periods, 
says: 

“Phe lawa of Eogland, more wisely, have steered in the mic- 
dle between two extremes; providing at once against the inhu- 
manity of the creditor, who is not suffered to confine an honest 
bankrupt after his effects are delivered up, and at the same time 
takiag care that al) his just debts shal! be paid so far as the effects 
will extend. But still they are cautious of encouraging prodigality 
end extravagance hy this indulgence to debtors: and therefore 
they allow the benefit of the laws of bankruptcy to none but 
actual traders; since that set of men are, generally speaking, 
the only persons liable to accidental losses, and to an inability of 

aying keir debts without any fault of their own. If perys 
fa otner situations of life run in debt with the power of payment, 
they must take the consequences of their own indiscretion even 
though they meet with sudden accidents that may reduce their 
fortunes; for the law holds it to be an unjustifiable practice for 
any person but a trader to encumber himself with debts of any 
considerable value. Jf a gentleman, or one in a liberal profes- 
pion, at the time of contracting his debts, has a sufficient fund 
to pay them, the delay of payment is a species of dishonesty and 
a temporary injustice to his creditors; and if at such time he has 
not sufficient fund, the dishonesty and injustice is the greater. 
He cannot, therefore, murmur if he suffers the punishment 
which he has voluntarily drawn upon himself. But, in mercan- 
ule transactions, the case is far otherwise. Trade cannot he car- 
ried on without mutual credit on both sides. The contracting 
of debts is, therefere, here not only justifiable, but necessary. 
And if, by accidental cafamitiea, as by the loss of a ship in a tem- 
peat, the failure of brother traders, or the non-payment of per- 
sons out of trade, a merchant or trader becomes incapable of 
discharging his own debts, it is his misfortune and not his fault. 
To the misfortunes, therefore, of debtors, the law has given a 
compassionate remedy, but denied it to their faults: since, at 
the same time that it provides for the security of commerce by 
enacting that every considerable trader my be declared a bank- 
rupt for the benefit of his creditors as well as himself, it has also, 
to discourage extravagance, declared that no one shall be capa- 
ble of receiving the full benefit of the statutes, but only an in- 
dustrious trader.” 

Itis not thena system opposite to that of the in- 
solvent laws, but carries. still farther the spirit of 
benignity in favor of the debtor. It is true, while 
thus providing for the comfort of the debtor, it takes 
every means to compel him, as he avails himself of 
it, to do, on his part, faithfully what he professes, 
and all that machinery in the bankrupt system, 
which, in the eyes of some, have given it the fright- 
ful appearance of adding weight tothe debtor’s 
chains, and strengthening the walls of his prison, 
has no other design. If a benefit, then, while ex- 
tended to one class of our citizens, shall it be denied 
to others? f : 

But there is another fact which has been omit- 
ted in Mr. Blackstone’s account of the reasons for 
extendin a 1 
that is, that traders were, at the time of the in- 
troduction of those laws, peculiar favorites of Eng- 
lish legislation. It was her policy to attract fo- 
reign merchants to her shores, and special induce- 
ments were held out to them to come there. The 

rivilege of bankruptcy was among the number. 

ve we any such policy in view? Heaven 


the bankrupt laws to traders only; and | 


It will be ` 


: found convenient. 
. remedy to the creditor or a benefit to the debtor, 
that nation has been gradually tending, in its ap- ; 


, and condition of each class. 
, that the rights of the creditor and debtor should 
While the debtor may, on hisown !: 
. motion, surrender his property, and have it di- | 
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good, or that of their country, and need not in- 
fringe the principles of equality to obtain them. 
Since the SATS referred to, England has been 
gradually bringing within her bankrupt laws class 
after class, either as a favor to those so brought 
in, or to give wider extent to a remedy that was 
Whether then considered as a 


plication of it, to that equality which our forefathers 


deemed the very perfection of political institutions. ' 


Equality is an argument on the question of expe- 
diency difficult to overcome, for including all 
classes or none. I do not deny that modifications 
may be made suited to the peculiar circumstances 
But it seems to me 


be correlative. 


vided among his creditors, it should be in 
the power of the creditor to compel him to 
do so. Such is the principle of the insolvent 
laws, now in force in the States. The debtor 
applies tor the relicf afforded by the law whenever 
he pleases, and the creditor may, by putting him in 
jail, force him to do so. Tsee no reason why the 
same principle may not justly and wisely be carried 
out in the law of bankruptcy. Most of the reasons 
which, in England, gave a specious claim to prefe- 
rences in favor of the merchants, utterly fail in this 
country. Here the farmer’s lands are subject to 
sale for debt: it was not so there: a landed debtor 


' might fold his arms in his own castle and defy his 


creditor, and the policy of the law was with ‘him. 
Here, employments are not, as there, so divided as 
to confine any man exclusively to one; and there is 
scarcely an individual in our country who, what- 
ever may be his principal employment, is not more 
or less involved in the hazards of trade. But 


;; mainly and lastly, the paper system has drawn every 


one irresistibly into its vortex; it has made itself the 
precarious basis of all employments; it has under- 
mined the firmest foundations, so that no man is 
now secure against those unforeseen accidents 


| which were once peculiar to the trader. Let 


it be supposed that the most cautious per- 


. son had due him, in the State of Mississippi, 


$10,000, upon some most responsible individual. 


; It is actually in judgment, and execution levied 


upon property, relied on as doubly sufficient to 
raise the amonnt. Who would say that under these 


_ circumstances he would be a very rash man to 


: contract a debt for $5,009 for a piece of property 


Supposed to be valuable? He might we 


knows we have merchants enough for their own j 


1 caleu- 
Jate on paying for the property purchased, and 
having $5,000 left. His debt is collected, but it is 


, in Mississippi money; and by the time he gets it 
: home, it is worth just fifty per cent. and will barely 
| discharge the obligation he has incurred. But let 


us carry the supposition a little farther, and sup- 
pe his purchase to have been for $7,500. Here 

e had calculated on a surplus of $2,500, but in- 
stead of a surplus, it turns out that there is a de- 
ficit of $2,500. This the property must be sold to 
meet; and, in the mean time, it has fallen 50 per 
cent. One or two such operations, which the most 
prudent man, who ever goes in debt at all, might 
well have made, render him a-hopeless bankrupt. 
Into this vortex of the paper system every man is 
drawn—if in no other way, as the holder of bank 
paper. But not only so; every article of property 


į that he owns rises and falls with every bank ex- 


pansion and contraction, like the mercury in the 
thermometer. é 

With the reason, then, let the law be extended, 
and if a bankrupt system is salutary for one class of 


| men, itis so for all; and if it be proper for one class 


of creditors to have such means of securing their 
rights, I see not why it should not be available for 
all. Ours isa Commonwealth, not only in theory 
but in practice. We are all subject to the same 
evils. Our habits have made usso. What reason, 
then, can there be why we should not have a com- 
munity in remedies? 

The remaining question is, whether it is constitu- 
tional and expedient to subject corporations to the 
general law of bankruptcy? I confess I should be 
rather surprised at this being made a question at all, 
did not my respect for some who raise it, cause me to 
distrust the conclusions of my own mind, even in a 
case where they have been most unhesitatingly 
recahed, and pe preted held. Corporations are 
legal entities, and although they have no souls to be 
saved, or bodies to suffer, yet they are, in contempla- 
tion of law, persons, capable of suing and being 
sued, having capacity to use, and to be subject to 
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inefficient the laws of man. hey are certainly not 
excepted by any words in the Constitution, and ‘it is 
surely incumbent upon those who allege their claim 
to exemption from the incidents belonging to other 
persons and traders, to point out to us the foundation 
of that claim. 

Į have listened with attention tothe Senators who 
have occupied this portion of the field of discussion, 
:; and have heard nothing that presents to my mind 
the semblance of a reason why they should not be 
included. Much ingenuity, I confess, has been dis- 

layed, but from the known ability of those who 

ave offered them, the weakness of the arguments 
on the other side would have confirmed me, had 
. [needed any confirmation, in the correctness of my 
first impressions. 

It is not pretended that corporations are expressly 
excluded from the sweeping authority contained in 
the 4th clause of the 8th section of the Ist article of 
the Constitution; but it is insisted that there could 
have been no intention to include them. The Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, with what seems to me 
a most marked inconsistency, while in the former 

art of his argument he contended for the most un- 
imited extent of power over this subject, and, as I 
| thought, properly, in this part of the argument, 
unites himself with the advocates for restriction. 
Let us hear the reasons offered for excepting corpo- 
` rations. 

With prejudice or passion there is no reasoning, 
and whenever I hear a man appealing to prejudices 
or passions, I am well assured that he is very bare of 

reasons. Thereisa sensibility with many in this 
` country upon the subject of State rights, which 

Inever wish to see diminished, and Heaven send 
' us a rapid increase of the numbers by which that 

sensibility shall be felt. But it is a common feint 
: of an enemy, by frequent false alarms, jo blunt sen- 
sibility, and finally to take advantage of an apathy 
thus produced. The cry of wolf! wolf! often 
falsely repeated, will at length be disregarded, when 
, the wolf really comes. There is, in my estimation, 
a dangerous resemblance between the cases put and 
the present appeal to State rights sensibilities, com- 
ing from the gentlemen who have addressed us in 
opposition to including corporations in a bankrupt 
law. Self-evident truths are the most difficult to 
prove by a process of reasoning, and a bold contra- 
diction of what a man knows to be true, is one of 
most difficult things for a well regulated intellect to 
meet. There are some things so alarming, that the 
bare suggestion of them, as existing, disqualifies 
the mind for inquiring into their truth: and all 
these principles combine in rendering it difficult-to 
meet the argument that the rights of the States 
would be infringed by meddling with corporations 
of their creation. : 

That the powers of the States are interfered with, 
is, in fact, true. And, alarmed at the fact, those who 
perceive it do not wait toinquire into the reason.of 
its existence, or whether the interference be in truth 
an encroachment. Nota single power possessed by 
the General Government, but isso much taken from 
; the power of the States, and the real question in 
| «very case, of the exercise of power by the General 
| Government should be, Is it a power derived from its 
| proper source, or is ita usurpation? If the former, 
| itshould be submitted to with cheerfulness, and if 
: the latter, every tongue and arm should be raised 
i against it. The power of taxation was a large limb 
: lopped off from the power of the States, and confer- 

red upon the General Government; and are we to 
. Stand aghast at the exercise of other conferred pow- 
| ers, while that one rests unquestioned? 

It is too late for us to inquire whether it was a 
wholesome restriction upon the powers of the States, 
to take from them the right of passing bankrupt 
laws, by giving that power to Congress. This has 
been done; and every exercise of that power b 
Congress must, of necessity, so far interfere. wi 
and diminish the power of the States. But the 
question should not be, does an act of Congress di- 
minish or interfere with the power of the States? 
It ought rather to be, is it a constitutional diminution 
or interference with the powers of the States that is 
proposed? Whatever may be the answer to the first 
question, if the second must be answered affirma- 
tively, every thing is safe, and there is no cause for 
alarm. There is far more danger froma false in- 
terpretation of the Constitution, either way, than 
from any diminution of the power of the States, 
however vital, authorized thereby. Keep the 
Constitution to its proper limits, and the peo- 
le see the extent of the charter they have given, 
in all its length and breadth, They can understand 


| every legal process where no physical law renders 
| 
| 
| 
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at once whether more has been assumed than has 
been conferred. But, stretch or contract—it is im- 
material which—confusion is produced. The wall 
is broken down; and it will not be long ere it will 
cease to be remembered a once pr ai 
And here, in, an alarming symptom is dis- 
closed of that political disease which the banking 
system has stonuced in the body politic. It cannot 
be denied that, under any construction of the powers 
iven to Congress upon the subject of bankruptcy, 

ey extend to affixing the punishment of death to a 
violation of the provisions of such law as it may 

, and that any number of the citizens of any 
Bate may become its victims. Surely itis a mor- 
bid sensibility which feels so keenly an interference 
with its mere legislative creations, while it is uncon- 
scious of being touched by the destruction of an 
number of those who constitute the State herself, 
and, perhaps, even the constituents or creators of 
that very corporation over which she watches with 
such maternal and nervous solicitude. ; 

The Senator from Massachusetts, who addressed us 
yesterday, [Mr. Webster, ]}asksa question, witha view 
toexcite our alarm. “Have wethe power,” says he “to 
im new duties upon corporations created by the 
States, and prescribe a punishment for disobedi- 
ence?” Isit not quite as alarming a question, “Have 
we the power to impose new duties upon the citi- 
zens of a State, and prescribe the punishment for 
disobedience?” And yet the answer to both must be 
the same: yes! The Constitution has given us the 
power, trusting that we would execute it wisely; and 
can any thing but a most morbid, unnatural sensibi- 
lity shrink back so instinctively from the bare touch 
of à State corporation, in the very act of legislating 
to bring her citizens within the grasp of a so much 
dreaded power? Capital punishments may be de- 
nounced against any number of individuals, and all 
is well; but the slightest exercise of authority upon 
corporations wakes up to agony the sensibilitiés of 
the whole country. 

But it is said the State herself may be part or sole 
stockholder in one of these companies, and by de- 
elaring the company bankrupt, the State herself is 
declared bankrupt. This is a mere assumption. 
As well might it be said, that, when a man is de- 
clared bankrupt, all his creditors are declared bank- 
rupt withhim. Itis true, whatever effects of the 
creditor may have been placed in the hands of the 
debtor to trade upon as his own, are seized upon, 
and the creditor only receives his pro rata dividend; 
but as long as he is himself solvent, the bankruptcy 
of his debtor does not make him a bankrupt; and 
any one who makes the imputation will subject him- 
selfto ar action of slander. If the institution has 
an actof incorporation, any effects she may hold 
of the State, are just so much capital of the State 
in the hands of the corporation, trusted to it to 
trade upon, and if fairly and prosperously traded 

n, of course no bankruptcy takes place; but if 


a 
otherwise, why should not other creditors of that: 


corporation have thesame remedy against it that 

they would have against any other debtor? If there 

is no actof incorporation, and the State trades or 

banks, in person, so to speak, why then, whatever 

may be said of such act of trading in other respects, 

she would be altogether unaffected by a provision 
in the bankrupt law merely including corporations. 
The idea then, that the insertion of corporations 
might eventuate in subjecting a sovereign State to 
a commission of bankruptcy is a mere scare crow 
—a chimera existing, and which can exist only in 
the brain of those who conceive it. As well might 

it be said that a State was declared bankrupt, if one 

of her citizens who was indebted to her, had been 

subjected to a commission. 

It is conceded on all hands, thatj this Government 
cannot be sued any where, and it is both a legal and 
pon question as tothe extent of liability of the 

tes to be sued.. But when this Government was 

a stockholder in the United States Bank, did any one 
uestion the propriety of that institution being a de- 
endant in an action, or that her being so, compro- 
mitted the dignity, or affected the sovereignty, of 
this Government? Never. Has it not been ex- 
pressly decided, and the py of that decision 
acquiesced in, in the case of the Bank of the United 
States against the Planters’ Bank of Georgia, 9th 
Wheaton, 904: . 

“That when a Government becomes a partner in any trading 
company, it divests itself, so far as concerns the transactions of: 
nieating to the company is privileges and provogatives, i de 

viieges an rogativı 1 
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Marshall,) who have an intereat in Meeks are hot suable oe 
in ep oma court; yet they nover exempt the corporation from 
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And what isa commission of bankruptcy but a 
legal process? And if the copartnership of the 
State does not exempt from one legal proce DY 
what magic shall it exempt from another? ‘No 
distinction can be broader than that between debtor 
and creditor; and that between States and corpora- 
tions is just as broad. 

It is further urged by the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, that the State derives revenue from her corpo- 
rations, and an interference by Congress with them 
would be an interference with the revenue of the 
State. Iwill venture to affirm that a capitation or 
poll tax isthe most general form of taxation through- 
out the Union; and have we ever heard it offereu as 
a reason against the execution of a man who had 
forfeited his life under a law of Congress, that his 
State would lose his poll tax? 

But it is said we have no right to include corpora- 
tions, because they had never been included in 
England previous to the adoption of our Constitution. 
This argument, I think, has already been fully an- 
swered; if not by me, at least by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, in discussing the question whether 
a bankrupt law must of necessity be confined to tra- 
ders. It is further argued that this power might be so 
exercised as to annihilate entirely the State corpora- 
tions—that this is but the fulcrum of a mighty lever 
which is to move the States from their founda- 
tions—that itis the assertion of the power of this 
Government to stretch forth its long arm and in- 
termeddle with the affairs of the States. To show 
the dangerous character of this power, it has been 
said, that Congress under it might assume to 
declare that a bank issuing more notes than she 
had specie to redeem, might be treated as a bank- 
rupt. This is a strange objection coming from 
the other side of the chamber. Have they not 
been urging us contiuually for years past to char- 
ter a United States Bank, mainly upon the ground 
that it would control the issues of the local banks? 
So important have they deemed such a control, that 
it has been looked upon as a gross dereliction of duty 
on the part of Congress not to charter a Bank for 
that very purpose, although they could find no au- 
thority for chartering such a Bank in any other 


way than as incidental to the power to regulate com- ` 


merce. Not only so proper, but so necessary did 
they consider the exercise of this control, that they 
urged us to the capa of powers which many 
think do not exist at all, which more consider ex- 


ceedingly doubtful, and which they themselves” 


can find only by implication. The establishment of 
the great regulator was by them considered as in- 
dispensable, and now, when an unquestionable 
power is found, they object to its exercise, upon 
the ground that one of its main results will be Just 
that which they thoughtso very desirable, as to be’ 
willing to stretch the Constitution to obtain it. For 
my own part, this is with me one of the strongest 
ber an in favor of the adoption of any bankrupt 
bill yet brought to my attention. I am not sure 
but we have found, in the power over bankruptcies, 
the very philosopher’s stone of which we have been 
so long in search, by whichthe base material of 
bank paper shall be converted into substantial 
gold—that by this means we may regulate the 
paper currency of the country (if such a currency 
we must have) without transcending our constitu- 
tional powers. > 
Another instance in which it is said the 
wer might be abused is, that if the banks should 
eclare larger dividends than Congress thinks ex- 
dient, it might be made an act of bankruptcy. 
În reply, Tecan only say, that any power may be 
abused, and that it isa poor argument against the 
wholesome exercise of any power that it ma 
be transcended in future. The conferring power al- 
ways implies some confidencein the discretion of 
hiin on whom itis conferred. All the powers given 
to Congress are trusted toits discretion in their exer- 
cise, and the people are the proper correctors of 
their abuse. It isa weak reason for an existing 
Congress to decline the wholesome and needed ex- 
ercise of a power, that a future Congress may abuse 
it. If experience should show that the declaration 
of large dividends tends to kmavery, extrav agance, 
and to ultimate insolvency of banks, it may be wise 
in Congress to declare it an act of bankruptcy; but 
under present circumstances, there is no reason to 


apprehend that Congress will do an act so unneces-. 


sary, and apparently so unjust. 

Bat it is said bankrupt laws are not needed for 
corporations as for individuals. . That when a bank 
fails, its property is gone and its existence with it; 
and consequently there is no person in being to take 
the benefit of the discharge, and begin a new course 


of business. This is only truein part. It depends 
upon the organic law of the corporation, and 
that plastic thing, a charter, may be made to confer 
vitality upon a corporation, even when the life blood, 
its property, has run out. But whether necessary or 
not for the corporations, it is highly necessary for 
their creditors and the country. Although, as I 
have already said, bankrupt laws were originally. 
framed in mercy tothe debtor, they have often proved 
the means of justice to the creditor. I believe. 
it would be found a wholesome medicine to the 
ena unpalatable perhaps, but nevertheless benefi- 
cial. : 
Weare again told that it would be useless to ex 
tend a bankrupt law to corporations, because we 
cannot punish them criminally. It is true, we can- 
not imprison or hang them, but we can seize upon 
their preperty, which, by the argument last re- 
ferred to, it is insisted is both the body and soul of 
the corporation. But is it any argument against 
giving the creditors of corporations all the power 
we can over them, that, after all, it does not amount 
to that which is given against individuals? It is, per-. 
haps, unfortunate that there is no mode of enforcing 
the bankrupt law criminally against corporations, 
but that is surely no reason why we should leave 
them entirely unbridled. If we must give the re- 
medy tothe creditor, shorn of part of iis eiliciency, 
that is surely no good reason why we should withhold 
it altogether. Indeed, this argument brings to. my no- 
tice aconsideration that indicates a peculiar proprie- 
ty in making banks the subjects of a bankrupt 
law. Most of the property of banks consists of vhoses 
in action, which cannot be reached by the ordi- 
nary executions of courts, and, in many: ways, 
they have uncommon facilities in eluding the just 
demands of their creditors. Much morenecessary, 
then, is it for their creditors to have this remedy, 
by which all the effects of the debtor, of whatsoever ` 
kind, are subjected to the payment of his creditors 
in equal portions. ; : i 
e are next told that it would operate very inju- 
riously upon noteholders of the banks. That 
while the commission was in execution they could- 
only get, at intervals, small and inconsiderable di- 
vidends—that the notes would depreciate in their 
hands and cease to circulate. In the first place, 
these evils will depend very much upon the details 
ofthelaw. But grant them to exist in unmitigated 
force, are they equal to the evils of a suspension? 
In the latter case, not a cent of the money for which. 
the notes call can be obtained, and their value exists 
only in confidence, while the argument itself sup- 
poses, in the former case, the evil to be partial. The 
argument amounts to this: that we mnst bear a great- 
er evil to avoid a less; for if a bank does not suspend, 
no bankrupt law will act upon it; and if it does, why 
should it not? Butto convince,us of the utility of 
allowing banks to suspend, and not rigidly exacting 
of them specie payments, we are pointed to the com- 
parative prosperity of New York and Philadelphia 
at this time. Inthe one a rigid adherence to specie 
payments is observed, in the other it is altogether 
suspended. . In the latter we are told ade is pros- - 
rous, and in the former depressed or prostrate. 
hat is this but saying that honesty is less profitable 
than dishonesty, and that a man may make his inte- 
rest and not his ability the measure of fulfilment of 
his engagements? ‘Who doubts that stealing would 
be an exceedingly prona: business, if tne laws of 
the country, instead of punishing, would license a 
few favorite thieves, while the prohibition n 
stealing by all other persons continued? The Con- 
stitution prohibits any State from passing any law 
impairing the obligation of contracts; and yet we 
here find the inclusion of the banks in a bankrupte: 
law resisted upon the ground of its interfering wi 
the power of the States to allow these institutions to 
disregard their engagements. a 
Some difficulties about set-off are also adverted to 
by the Senator from Delaware {Mr. Clayton] be- 
tween a debtor and the assignees of a bankrupt. ‘This 
is a mere matter of detail, and provision may | 
made for allowing or disallowing a set-off, as justice 
and policy may seem to dictate. f 
The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Webster] 
objects further to the inclusion of corporations, on 
the ground that a conflict would ‘thereby be occa- 
sioned between the commissioners of bankruptcy 
and those authorized by some of the State laws to 
exercise supervision over corporations, and in cer- 
tain cases to seize their effects. Does it 
not occur to that Senator. that the same diffi- 
culty might arise between those same com- 
missioners and the persons who, in case of insolven- 
cy, are, by the State laws, authorized to take charge 
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of the effects. pf individuals? And does he not per- 
caiye;that the.security in both cases is the same, and 
that ms, the paramount authority of those claiming 
- undertbe law of the. United States? Not, indeed, 
bagause the. General Government has any actual 
conirolover the State Governments, or that the State 
Gevernments are not in fact the su 


have conferred aythority upon the General Govern- 
ment, they have taken just so mach from them- 
selyes,: Itis impossible to 


to another to use, cannot, while in the use of that 
other, be also employed by himself. 


Ì] before, that 


| 


| 


r rior authority, | 
bat, because, in all those cases where the States. | 


ive away and retain . 
at the same time, and that which a man has given ` 


-But the master argument: of all, and that on - 


which the gentlemen on the other side most rely, is 
from the old panic family—the distress and ruin 
that would pervade the country. if the banks 
wete all forced to wind up, as it is insisted they 
would be, should a.bill of this kind go into opera- 


tioa.. Let it be remembered that those banks, who. | 
fulfil their engagements, cannot be affected by a | 


bankrupt law, and that it is only those that do not 
who can. Whatthen is this argument but that.the 
banks have mastered the country, and are too strong 
for'us, and that it- is better to submit to their irregu- 
larities, than attempt:to.control them? These banks 
have become what kings. were, in former times— 
the. Lord’s anointed, and. let no man touch them. Do 
what you will with the indvidual man—chain—fet- 
ter—-imprison—hang him-—but presume not to med- 
die with the corporations: 

This argument is addressed by the gentlemen on 
the other side, as they say, with peculiar force, from 
the. present condition of the country, when so large 
a portion of the corporations are in a state of actual 

spension, and would, it is therefore supposed, go 
forthwith into the hands of commissioners. ‘But 
this is, I conceive, a great mistake. There is no 
necessity. for the law going into immediate opera- 
tion” as “respects. the corporations; time may be 


given them tq prepare for it, and this, indeed, | 
‘ the proper course. As to any | 


would, . E think, 
thiñg thè banks.may have done before the pas- 
sage of the act, I doubt exceedingly our power to 
declare it. an. act of bankruptcy, subjecting them 
to the operation of the law. 


-The end of the argument is, that there are, in 
truth, many. difficulties in the way of applying a 
bentan law to corporations. It cannot be denied 
there there are difficulties; they rise up like armed 
men; on évery“hand, and. oppose our advance; 
but they oppose no less the prake of a bankrupt 
Jaw operating upon individuals, than upon corpo- 
rations. These difficulties have long prevented 
the passage of any bankrupt law, and terminated 
ina very short time the only experiment ever made 
by this Government upon the subject. 
lieve they will beset S similar experiment. 
They are, I fear, too many for us. But these diffi- 
culties, if they must be imposed upon any, ought to 
be shared by all. The principles of equity, and 
that great. principle of equality upon which our 
inistituiions are all based, imperiously demand it. 
If a bankrupt system has advantages, let not the 
few appropriate those advantages to themselves. 
Ifit has disadvantages, let not the many impose 
them on the few. Let us not devise a system, of 
which it may with truth be said, which has been 
so often sarcastically remarked of all laws, that 
it-will catch and destroy the weak and humble, 
while the. strong and powerful will break 
through it. ` i 

{have thus, Mr, President; stated my general 
views of what any bankrupt law adopted by Con- 
gress ought in substance to be. ut as I said 
in the outset, upon the main question, whether there 
shalt be any bankrupt law at all, I have great diffi- 
culty in deciding. {can feel with the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Webster] ‘the deepest sympathy 
for -thë distressed debtor. I can‘ hear the clank of 
his“ chain—I shudder at the gloom of his dun- 
—I-catch the deep sighing from a broken 
exrt—the ‘sobs of a despairing’ wife enter into 
fy.‘ soul—the plaintive accents of his famished 
bahes:mielt the into woman’s weakness; and I am 
moved to sacrifice every thing forhisrelief. But the 
appeal or humanity come not from the inside of 

-dungeon only. The cry is heard also without 


its..walls; not so loud, it is true; but the voice of 
justice mingles with the cry; it is- in behalf of the 
creditor on the eve of ruin—of his’ wife—his little 
ones, I hesitate between conflicting emotions, and 
am at a loss how to act, ad 


I be- | 
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Senate. 


Mr. S. said he had announced, some days 
it was his intention to offer some amend- 
ments to the amendment proposed by the chairman 
of the Committee on the Judiciary to the bill of the 


majority of that committee. That he had, in the re- 


marks submitted to the Senate some days ago, stated: 


the peculidr situation in which he stood—that of 


differing with every other member of the committee : 
—not satisfied with the bill of the majority; and, . 


although preferring the amendmert offered in be- 
half of the minority, noi fully assenting to that. He 
had waited to see whether any other member of the 
Senate was disposed to speak in the present state of 
the question; and, finding no gentleman inclined to 
proceed, he now rose for the purpose of offering his 
amendments. He proposed to amend the first sec- 
tion of the bill, by striking out ofthe sixth line the 
words, “that he hath been engaged in trading;” and 
of the eleventh line, the words, “as a trader liable 
to become;” and in the thirteenth line, the word 
“accordingly.” It would be seen that the object of 
this amendment was to prevent the provisions of 


| the voluntary portion of the bankrupt bill being ex- ; 
| clusively applicable to traders. He had stated, ona | 
former occasion, very fully, his objections to con- | 


fining this part of the bill to traders, and would not 
now trouble the Senate with repeating them. 

Mr. Watt objected to the proposed amendment 
and went into an argument to show that bank- 
ruptey had a technical signification in the English 
law, which made it applicable to traders only, and 
was adopted as a technicality into our Constitu- 
stitution. 


Mr. Strance, in reply, said that he had been - 


aware that the proposed amendment would bring 
him in collision with the Senator from New Jersey, 
the chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary; 
that. this consciousness had been to him a subject of 
deep regret. But he had felt it his duty to propose 


| the amendment, and it was now his duty to defend its 


Propriety. against the attack of his friend from New 
ersey. 

Senator, but was unconvinced. He had not dis- 
played his usual strength of reasoning. To adopt 


a simile used in reference to another gentleman | 


and on another occasion, he would say, without 


minded him of a strong man struggling ina morass: 
all his exertions served but to plunge him deeper 


e had listened with much attention to that : 


tainder perhaps was not quite as familiar, and yet 
was perfectly understcod by every man having the 
slightest pretension to education, although perfectly 
ignorant of the technicalities of the English law. 
The Senator insists that the word bankruptcy has 
no popular signification which will justify its ap- 
plication to any thing but tracers. The Senator, 
in the course of his own speech, has furnished us 
with proof that it has such a meaning. He him- 
self has spoken of men being in this country, and 
at this time “irretrievably bankrupt.” He surely 


: did not mean that they had been put under. 
; a commission of bankruptcy,- for there is no 


Jaw now in this country authorizing the issue 
of such a commission. What, then, did he mean? 
Just what ninety-nine men out of a hundred in com- 
mon parlance would mean by a similar expression; 


' that those men were ruined in their fortunes, and 


owed more than they could pay. He insists that 
even our common dictionaries recognise a marked 
distinction between “bankruptcy” and “insolvency,” 
one of which is confined to traders, and the other 
not. Now, sir, said Mr. S. I happen to have John- 
son before me, and he defines bankruptcy to be “the 
state of a man broken, or bankrupt,” and insolvency 
to be inability to pay debts. The difference between 
these two states is, Í think, hardly worth squabbling 


i: about. 


But if Iam to be forced into the regions of tech- 


` nicality, I deny, even then, the establishment of any 


. such distinction as the Senator contends for. 


The 
very act to which he has himself referred, (34 Hen- 
ry Vill, chap. 4,) furnishes an instance ofa bankrupt 
law, in which this favorite provision of the Senator 
is not contained. ‘The operation of that law is not 
confined to traders, but it includes other classes of 
persons. If, then, this Dea anin law, here isa 
bankrupt law which does not apply exclusively to 
traders, and consequently it isnot. of the essence of a 
bankrupt law to apply exclusively to traders. The 
Senator perceiving this, to escape from the 
difficulty in which it would involve him, 
denies that the statute of Henry VIII is a bank-. 
rupt law at all. Upon this point the Senator takes. 
issue with the British Parliament. They have 


: declared itis a bankrupt law. The Senator declares 


| meaning to be disrespectful, that the Senator re- :: 


and deeper into difficulties, and to render more obvi- -` 


ous the unsoundness of the foundation on which he 
attempted to rest. 

He, Mr. S. had said, that in construing the Con- 
stitution, words were generally, if not invariably, to 
be taken in a popular sense. He still thought so. 
The object of a Constitution was to secure the 
people at large against the tyranny of those in power. 

he people at large must, therefore, be able to deter- 
mine upon its provisions., Can it be supposed that 
it was intended that a people to whom is committed 
the defence of their own rights, should be dependent 
on others to inform them when those rights were in- 
vaded? Thatthey should be compelled to resortto some 


English ent is to inform them what rights they | 
: bility to traders is fundamental ina bankrupt law, 
|’ and ends . with the same declaration; but offers no’ 


had before they were ready to raise their arms in 
defence of those rights? And that their rights must 
atlast be just what that English lawyer should see 


fit to declare them? The thing was absurd. For . 


his part, he was tited of being tied to the apron 
strings of Great Britain; of being obliged to look 
to her for examples asthe only safe guidesin our 
legal or political measures. And still more 
averse was he to the concession, that we could do 


just what she had done before us, and nothing | 


more. He was for throwing off all badges of our 
former vassalage to Great Britain, and not for as- 
suming such as indicated that it still continued. 

The Senator, in proof that we must, in some parts 
of our Constitution, resort to the English law for the 
interpretation of its meaning, had referred him to 
the probibition contained in it against suspend- 
ing the habeas corpus act, or passing any bill 
of attainder. Suppose these to be exceptions 
to the rule he [Mr. Strange] had laid down; 
they were but exceptions. But he denied that th 
were in fact exceptions. It was true, habeas 
corpus and attainder were originally technical 
words, but they had lost their technicality to free- 
men long before the adoption of our Constitution. 
They were just as familiar to the citizens of this 
land as household words. Every citizen was ap- 

rised of, and knew substantially what was meant 
y the inestimable principles of the habeas corpus, 
and not a State.in this Union but had, by adop- 
tion or express enactment, a. habeas corpus law, 
long before the adoption of the Constitution, At- 


,' tal? 


that it is not. Now which knows best what makes 
a. bankrupt law in England, the Senator or the whole. 
British Parliament, I will submit to his own deci-. 
sion. But as the question is what the English 
Parliament means by the word bankruptcy, their 
declaration upon this point, one might suppose, 
ought to settle the quettion. 

The Senator admits that we are not limited to 
the English bankrupt law, just as it was when our 
Constitution was adopted, but he says we cannot 
alter -that which is fundamental. Now what is fun- 
damental? The Senator tells us that exclusive 
application to traders is fundamental in a bank- 
rupt law;"and so far as I understand hin, nothing 
else is. How does he prove that to be fundamen- 
The Senator’s whole speech has been a 
petitio principii. He has gone round and round, be- 
ginning with the declaration that exclusive applica- 


= esa or reason in supportof his declaration 
ere (said.Mr. Strange) would we naturally look 
for that which is fundamental? Surely that which 
is fundamental must. be among the earliest consti- 
tuents of a subject; and yet when we go back to the 
first English bankrupt law, that which is now 
aries be fundamental, is not to be found there 
at all. 

In the course of his speech, the Senator himself. 
asks a question which seems to me to settle this 
controversy. Ifyou can.make this law embrace jn- 
voluntary bankrupts, why may you not dispense 
with its exclusive application to traders? the 
Senator had not asked this question, I would. . He 
has in his own bill provision for a debtor volun- 
tarily seeking the operation of a bankrupt law. 
Was this ever known in England previous to the 
adoption of our Constitution? Never. And is not 
this a greater departure from that which is funda- 
mental in a bankrupt law, than its extension to other 
persons besides traders? In his judgment a far 
greater; and the Senator brings himself within 
the range of the reproof against straining at a gnat 
and swallowing a camel. . But I understood the 
Senator to admit, that, by declaring them traders, 
we could bring many persons under the influence 
of the bankrupt law, who, without so declaring 
them, would not constructively be embraced under the 
word traders. For his own part he'did not much 
approve this dictionary legislation. It seemed to 
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him tobea much more dangerous power than any 
spoken of heretofore, that Congress might legislate 
words into new meanings, and thereby change the 
whole texture ofthe Constitution. It was idle toin- 
guire whether constitutionally we must have the 
word traders in a bankrupt law; if Congress could 


make the word traders mean just what it pleased. | 
Hestill insisted that the ie aed meafliing wasthe :; 


true one in construing the Constitution. Take the 
case of the power to provide and maintaina navy; 
every one knows that, at the time of the adoption of 
our Constitution, that man who should have spoken 
ofasteam frigate, would have been deemed an idle 
visionary 
how must contain just the sort of vessels then known 
inthe English navy; or thatof other nations of the 
world, and that a steam frigate is totally inadmissi- 
ble? A recurrence to the 
of the Constitution, in its preamble, might as- 
sist somewhat in this matter. What are those 
objects? To form a more perfect union, esta- 
blish justice; insure domestic tranquillity; provide for 
the common defence; promote the general wel- 
fare, &c. These were the objects,and the accomplish- 
ment of all or some of these objects, we are 
Hound to suppose, actuated the grant of 
ta the General Government: In looking to this 
bankruptcy- power, which of these objects may be 
supposed to. have actuated its grant? It was well 
known that there would be international trading be- 
tween the several States; that bargains would be 
made by the citizens of one State with those of an- 
other; that these contracts would not always be ful- 
filled, and that insolvency would sometimes, prevent 
their fulfilment. Some States would probe, have 
& larger proportion of debtors than others, and vice 
tersa. This might give rise to partial legislation 
upon the subject, adverse to justice, and the preserva- 
tion of domestic tranquillity. To establish justice, 
then, in this particular, and to promote domestic 
tranquillity, to Congress was confided the power of 
legislating upon this delicate subject, in all its length 
and breadth; and thus while, with equal hand, it 
meted out the same law for every State in the 
Union, a dangerous cause of quarrel would. be re- 
moved, and harmony preserved. a 
But the Senator asks if we have no constitutional 


sériples about a bill omitting the magic word tra- | 
dérs—can we have any difficulty in voting for one | 
withfit in? and why, therefore, do we insist ifi strik- | 


ing it out? He answered that he placed himself 
upon the same high constitutional ground with the 

nator from New Jersey, and as the advocate of 
State rights, urged his amendment. He thought. there 
was as much danger tothe States in constructively 
altering the Constitution One way as the other. It 


ought neither to be contracted nor expanded. It | 


meant just what it did mean, and nothing more nor 
less; and our security depended on keeping itto that 
precise meaning. Now he could not consent to con- 
tribgte to a misconstruction of the Constitution in de- 


wer made | 


Are we to understand, then, that a navy | 


declared objects : 


ference to any gentleman, however much he might | 


respect him; and to suffer those words to remain in 
the bill under a concession that it was doubtful 


whether we had the constitutional power to pass one | 


without them, was consenting to what he undoubt- 
ingly believed to be a false reading of the Constitu- 
tion. 

Besides this, if any voluntary bankrupt law pass- 
ed, he desited whatever benefits it might afford 
should be extended to every citizen of this land who 
needed it, whatever might be his occupation. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. 


IN SENATE.—June 10, 1840. 
The Senate having resumed the consideration of 


the motion to print 20,000 copies of the report of | 


the Committee on the Militia, : 
_ Mr. PRESTON. suggested that this subject had 
been postponed till to-day for the express purpose 
of having certain documents printed and on the 
desks of Senators. But they had not yet made their 
appearance, and Mr. P. was desirous that they 
should be in hand before proceeding in the discus- 
Mir. ROANE said his object, when he acquiesced 
sin the delay, was to give- the Sena‘or from South 
Carolina time to examine the report proposed to be 
printed, and he had- given him all he asked. . The 
documents, he thought, had no connection wiih the 
printing of. this report. bs Oe n f 
Mr, PRESTON admitted that the documents in 


Militia Report— Mr. Anderson. 


might have litt'e relation to the project of the Se- 
cieiary of War. But this report had represented 
them as similar in their character, and Mr. P. de- 
sired that the Senate might have the whole matter 
before them. 

Mr. ROANE repeated his reasons for allowing 
delay, and urged that the vote on printing these 
20,000 copies should be taken now, and, when the 


: other documents should come before the Senate, 


: Mr. R. would consent to the printing of 10,000 or 
` 20,000 of them. He wished every thing on the 


subject to go to the people. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the sole and sim- 
ple question now before the Senate was the print- 
ing of 20,000 copies of the report alone. After 


all the noise that nad been made on Mr. Poinsett’s | 


project, Mr. C. thought gentlemen could not claim 
any indulgence on the plea of ignorance ot that 


_ project. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said this report almost 
wholly related to the project of General Knox and 


: three reports of General Flarrison in regard to the 


' truth; c 
` vote for the printing ef 


militia, and compared them with the scheme of 
Mr. Poinsett; and Mr. C. would submit it to gen- 


tlemen whether it was consistent with fairness 


and candor to urge on the discussion without copies 
of these documents. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he would not ob 
ject to give time for the debate, which might still go 
on after ordering this report to be printed. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. CLAY 
of Kentucky, ROANE, and CLAY of Alabama, 

Mr. PRESTON expressed his regret at the want 
of the necessary documents, remarked on the ab- 
surdity of sending forth this report at a venture, 


© and then sending the very documents on which it 


pro‘essed to be a commentary, lagging after it, far 
in the rear. It waslike trying a man after hang- 
ing. Mr. P.. however, proceeded to examine the 
report, in which the whole reference to the plan of 
Mr. Poinsett, on which it professed to treat, was 
four points of resemblance, and three of difference, 
with the project of General Knox. Mr. P. argued 


that, in its most offensive particulars, the project of 


Mr. Poinsett bore noresemblance to those of Gene- 
rals Knox and Harrison, and had not of late been 
equalled in any portion of Eastern Europe. He 
aigued also that it was unconstitutional in several 
respects, and was a real project for the establish- 
ment of a standing army, under the command of 
the President. 

Mr. ANDERSON said: That he did not, at this 
time, design to trespass but briefly upon the atten- 
tion of the Senate. And, in answer to the sugges- 
tions which had just been made from the other 
side, he took this occasion to say, no disposition 
was felt by his political friends to prevent the whole 
subject from being fully and fairly presented to the 
American people. This is precisely what was 
wanted, It was important to have the whole 
and he should, with great pleasure, 
every paper con- 
nected with this subject, and intended to be 
embraced in the motions made by the honorable 
Senators from Virginia: and South Carolina. . He 
had no wish, nor had any one, as far as he knew, 


; the slightest desire to obtain any advantage of pri- 


question (from Generals Knox and Harrison) 


ority as to the time of sending them forth to the 
country. He preferred that every thing which 
would contribute to the information of the people, 
upon this subject, should go- together. He had no 
doubt tbat the report of the committee, and the 
history of all the facts in regard to the action of 
the Government, as to the organizatton of -the 
militia, from the earliest period, will present the 
‘whole matier in an entirely new point-of light. 
The country would pass upor. itan impartial judg- 
ment. It will be seen, that the propositions con- 
tained in the letter of the Secretary.of War to the 
Speakeriof the House of Representatives, of the 
20th of March, embraces substantially the plan of 
General Knox, in his report of 1790. : The dife- 
rences*are immaterial, They. present the same 
general features, and involve the exercise of similar 
‘powers, and ‘the attaiament of similar objects. A 
caineal comparison of the detads may-exhibit-oc- 
casional deviations; but it will be -percsived. by 


A a S O 


‘every man who investigates for:the sole purpose-of . 


understanding the respective plans, that the prac-- 
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tical resu ts would not only be the same, but the 
questions of policy aad of constitutional law, 
which are raised, are almost identical. The leiter 
of details referred to, of the present Secretary of 
War, must be taken in connection with the subse- 
quent communication made by him, in explanation 
of his views. 

This subject must te considered as one occupy- 
ing its own peculiar place in our history, It 
has never been treated as involving any political 
questions of a mere party character. ‘The atten- 
tion of General Washington was called to it by an 
anxious solicitute to place the national means of 
defence in the best possible position; and this has ever 
been the earnest wish of ali ni- successors. The very 
objection which existed, from the foundation of our 
Government, against the exclusive emp‘oyment, at 
all times,of a mere regular force, was not the 
least among the causes which gave to the organi- 
zation of the militiaa high importance. The laws 
upon this subject seem to be considered, by all, as 
exceedingly imperfect; and having pasced through 
two perilous conflicts with one of the mightiest na- 
tions of the earth, and but recently threatened with 
a contest with the same power, the unprejudiced 
mind will perceive how great were the interests 
whiich produced the solicitude felt by the Adminis- 
tration, that the militia of the country should be 
organized and disciplined, as the most potent bul- 
wark of ourdefence. Under such circumstances, 
to have neglected the earaest recommendation of 
ihe subject to the consideration of Congress would 
seem to have argued an indifference to the public 
safety. It will, also, beconceded, that there is a 


“tatal difference between the recommendationof a 


mere general plan fur the organization and disei- 
pline of the militia, and the expression of any wish 
for the adoption of a particular set of details. The 
first might be felt as a solemn duty of the President, 
enforced by the special examples of Washington, 
Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, and Jackson; while 
the second might be justly left as within the 
peculiar provice of the military department, and 
the final and controlling action of Congress. 
To those who are disposed to take a candid 
andaspartial view of the question, the truth and 
justice of this suggestion must be fully admitted. 
That the whole subject well deserves. our 
best reflections, there can be no doubt, whether to 
attain to attain the result of a better.and more 
efficient organization, or, conforming ourselves to 
the habits, manners, opinions, and feelings, of our 
countrymen, to postpone it to the legislation of the 
respective States, In any view in which it can 
be presented, the statesman must desire that all 
the facts connected with it should be fully under- 
stood, and that it should receive, in some form, 
the expression of our opinions. That this has not 
hitherto been done, is very certain. In regard to 
every thing which has heretofore been presented 
to us on this subject, it has never entered into the 
mind of any one to class it with the party politics 
of the fday ; and the magnitude of the interesis 
which are put at stake, would seem to have de- 
manded, from all, that this rule should have re~ 
mained unaltered. I believe that such.will be 
the opinion of the great body of the American peo- 
ple. The letter of details of the Secretary of War 
has, however, been the theme of mach animadver- 
sion; and it was certainly duc to the public to be 
informed of the true history of the case. __ The ře- 
port which has been submitted by the chairman of 
does this in a lucid and con- 
densed shape, and will, doubtless, be satisfactory 
to the country. eee ee et eer 
This discussion is founded upon a motion to 
print-an extra number of. copies, designed to dis- 
tribute information to otr ¢censtituents. The çf- 
fect of this debate will be to act upon the public 
mind; and, ‘herelore, the objections which have 
been made should be answered by a fair explana- 
tion of the facts, — , eee ae T. 
Sir, said he, I do not design to enter: info a mi- 
pute review of every thing which has been paid 
by the honorable. gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, but I was stuck by tbe peculiar force with 
which every sarcasm he Jevelled against. the Secre- 
ary, Zell, .also, by implication, upon the distin- 
“guished men who had first devised a similar ‘plan 
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“for the organization and discipline of the militia. 
ee plea which was presented by General Knox 
having the same atiributes of power, it cannot be 
forgotten, received the sanction of that immortal 
man whose portrait adorns this chamber; and if, 
sir, the honorable Senator is free to condemn the 
present Secretary, he mast, also, pass sen- 
tence upon those noble patriots. The full force of 
their authority was felt by him, and he 
invoked our judgment upon the committee, for hav- 
ing disturbed the repose of the old warrior, who 
first presided over the military department of the 
country. He complained that his ghost should be 
paraded here! If, Mr. President, there was any 
offence in this, the allusion was extremely unforta- 
nate. The honorable chairman bas not been the 
first to quote the authority of that distinguished 
man. His acts are part of the history of the coun- 
try, and the political chief, who is now in the offi- 
cial lead of the party to which the honorable gen- 
tleman belongs, was in eighteen hundred and seven- 
teen, at the head of the militia committee in the 
House of Representatives, and in a report which 
he then submitted to Congress upon this subject, 
disturbed the remains, for the first time, of the 
old „warrior, and summoned his ghost be- 
fore his country. That chairman, sir, was 
William Henry Harrison! He subjected the 
repert of the first of the Secretaries to a more. 
critical examination than it has now received. 
‘Sarely, sir, that which General Harrison did, 
might now be done, without fault, is not with- 
oat offence, by the honorable Senator from Ala- 
bama. The only difference which strikes me, 
is, that it now ferms a part of the history which 
it illustrates, and has induced the action of the 
present Secretary; and, in the other case, that it 
was used for the purpose, in part, of adorning, ty 
contrast, a luminous and classical report, replete 
with sage reflections, with profound schemes of 
mnastic and military education, and the high 
landishments of martial glory. The chairman 
has given to us the report of General Knox, as the 
very beginning in the great link of military pro- 


jects. The resurrection, perhaps, would have been | 


pardonable, except for that other ghost of a report, 
an opinion of record of General Harrison, which 
was made to take its proper place, and stand out at 
this unpropitious hour! Is this the “head and front 
of the offence?” While, then, we attend to the 
fierce denunciations of the powers proposed to be 
exercised by the present Secretary, it may not be 
inappropriate to inquire for what purpose General 
Harrison set so pernicious an example, as that of 
first calling into public notice the plan of General 
Knox. The observer, I think, can detect, among 
other things, the high sanction which wasto be 
sought, under a project from a great military name, 
for a scheme of still more boundless power, be- 
cause of mure pervading influence; ascheme which, 
if carried out, would change the whole moral and 
political character of the country; recast its popula- 
tion, and train it, not forthe peaceful pursuits of 
civil life, and the quiet enjoyments of liberty, bat 
for conquest and renown. It was not enough that 
the adult and the youth of eighteen should be dis- 
ciplined to assist in the defence of the country, but 
in the language of the gentleman, the seed must be 
dropped, whose future growth would be empire 
and military despotism. Sir, it was no com- 
mon project, and that ambitious man, described 
by the honorable gentleman,¥ who might con- 
ceive the vast project of wielding a mighty 
military power, if any were to be found, stands 
confessed in eighteen hundred and seven- 
teen, in the profoundest scheme of mental, 
moral, social, and political revolution, that has 
ever been proposed to a Congress of the United 
States. I refer, sir, to the report of General Har- 
rison, as chairman of the Militia Committee of the 
House of Representatives. That part of his report 
(the whole of which may be found among the print- 
ed documents of oar library) is too remarkable to 
be disregarded. He says: 

“The ancient Republics, from which we have 
drawn many of the choicest maxims upon which to 
found onr civil institations, will furnish, also, a 
most perfect model for eur system of national de- 
fenoe. The whole secret of ancient military glory 
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the foundation of that wonderful combination of 
military skill and exalted valor which enabled the 
petty Republic of Athens to resist the mighty to- 
rent of Persion invasion, which formed the walls of 
Sparta, and conducted the Roman legions (influ- 
enced, indeed, by unhallowed motives) to the con- 
quest of the world, will be found in the military 
education of their youth. The victories of Mara- 
thon and Platea, of Cynocephele and Pydna, were 


the practical results of the exercises of the Campus 
Martius and Gymnasia. It ison a foundation of 
this kind, and of this kind only, that an energetic 
national militia can be established.” 

He wishes to train our militia, and all our youth, 
as the youth and the militia of Sparta and Athens 
and Rome were trained. In one work, he proposes 
to convert us into a military Republic! 

In the same report he declares that, “to secure 
this, the contemplated military instruction should 
form a branch of education in every school in the 
United States; that a corps of military instructors 
should be formed to attend to the gymnastic and 
elementary part of education in every school in the 


art of war shall be communicated by professors of 
tactics, to be established in all the higher semina- 
ries.” 

General Harrison closes this part of the subject 
in very peculiar terms, as if conscious that he had 
propesed a dangerous experiment upon our institu- 
tions and our liberties. le says: “The committee 
are fully aware that the establishment of an institu- 
tion which, from its nature, is calculated to pro- 


haaits of the nation, will be received with caution 
and distrust by a people jealous of their liberties, 
and who boast of a Government which executes its 
powers with the least possible sacrifice of indi- 
vidual rights.” This was but a feeble attempt to 
propitiate the favor and deprecate the jadgment of 
his countrymen. He was dazzled by the military 
glory of the ancient world. The Campus Martius 
and Gymnasium, looming brightly in the distance, 
fixed the gaze of his admiration. Visions of pub- 
lic games; the honors of an Olympiad; the glories 
of all the battles of Greece, with her military insti- 
tutions and her warlike names, seem to have borne 
down and cppressed his love of our purer and 
simpler forms. 

I rejoice that this report of General Harrison 
will be again published: it will be a more uowel- 
come ghost than the ghost of Knox. 

In trath, it will be a ghost of no honored omen. 

. It comes upon us breathing the love of glory and a 
military spirit through the land—the very last spirit 
that liberty will cherish! 
incessantly plays before his imagination, and he 
does pious reverence again and again to the master 
states of Greece and Rome, Delighted with that 
military glory in their history, which debauched, 
despoiled, and finally subverted their freedom, 
with the flourish of their schools and the renown 
of Marathon and Platea, he ushers into the presence 
of the assembled Representatives of the nation this 
project for the gymnastic and military education of 
all the youth of our country, who have not yet 
escaped from the control- of the maternal hand. 
While their minds are yet ductile, the deep impres- 
sions of military glory are to be indelibly made. 
They are to be ready prepared for the hand of some 
usurping conqueror. A corpsof instructors is to be 
organized, and to take a part in the conduct of 
every school in the land. To complete the scheme, 
another corps is to be organized for all the higher 
seminaries of learning. Fathers and mothers are 
to behold their children suddenly converted into 
mimic soldiers, whose dreams ate to . be disturbed, 
even in the nursery, by the enchantments of fame 
and of conquest. The peaceful domestic rule must 
cease; the tamer hopes of rural joys and domestic 
life are to be banished by the magic influence of 
military gymnasia, and more than a million and a 
half of children are, at the same time, to undergo 
this mental, moral, and bodily training for a great 
military Republic. The author of this deep-laid 

scheme—of these gymnasia, to be scattered through- 
out all the land—is the man whom the honorable 
gentleman from South Carolina proposes to place 
at the head of this Government! Sir, if the report 


United States, while the more scientific part of the. 


duce an important change in the manners and the | 
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| of the able and patriotic Secretary of War is an 
error—if in following the example of President 
, Washington and General Knox he has in any wise 
` mistaken the true line of policy, how much greater 
' is the wrong perpetrated by General Harrison? 
' The first is to be but a simple training of the mili- 
| tia, who have already formed political opinions, and 
| of whom but a small part may be cailed into ser- 
; Vice, at fixed periods and places, and for a limited 
: number of days. They are to be officered 
_ under the authority of the States, and 
' in any conflict for power they would have 
| to choose between the usurper, on the one side, and 
| their wives, their children, and their country, on 
the other; but under this great gymnasia system of 
Genera! Harrison, you have a million and a half, 
whose opinions are to be prepared, almost from the 
' nursery, to be caught by pageantry and led captive 
| by military successes. The danger, to my mind, 
is much greater in the latter case. You have no- 
| thing to oppose it—there is no repellant power 
| within. It is the action of one pulse, one thought, 
one feeling—the same organized spirit and early 
' taught love ef glory. In one word, it is to te a ie- 
' gularly trained public opinion, invincible fur good 
o: for evil. Sir, if the honorable gentleman dreads 
` the one, he must also fear the power of the other. 
If he censures the present Secretary, he must also 
censure General Harrison. If the propositions of 
the one are the least unconstitutiona!, these of the 
other are more violently so. If he refuses to pass 
condemnation upon this gigantic scheme of Gen. 
| Harrison, and yet does so of the other, it is no 
longer a question of principle, but one of mere 
personalities. Of this let the public judge. 

Sir, the honoral Senator was still more unforta- 
nate, if possible, in stating his objections to the 
suggestion of the Secretary, that the militia should 

! be considered in the service of the United States at 
| particular periods of training. He drew a vivid 
picture of the danger of bristling bayonets, and the 
| portentous array of the military to be stationed, at 
some future time, ia the rotundo of this Capitol, while 
the House of Representatives might be deliberating 
‘ upon the choice of a President of the United States. 
| This danger was to spring from the militia being, at 
| stated intervals, subject to the rules and artieles of 
wai! They might be marched to the point of action 
. under false pretences, and, at an unwary moment, be 
l- brought to aid the fortunes of any usurper. It was 
in-no measured terms of indignation that the ho- 
| norable gentleman denounced this feature, which 
he was pleased to perceive, in the project of the 
Secretary, without any qualifications, v ith which it 
had been certainly, in another part of his letter, pro- 
posed to be limited by a separate set of rules, and 
by fixed places and periods of rendezvous. But, 
sir, I repeat, it was extremely unfortunate, for the 
cause in which the honorable gentleman is em- 
barked, that he should have ventared upon the dis- 
play of the imminent perils of exercising this pow- 
I er. Whatever may be contained in the letter of 
' the Secretary, the mind is materially relieved that, 
| like many other regulations, if it had been neces- 
sary, it could be disposed of with ease and promp- 
titade by the simple process of a majority. But, | 
Mr. President, what will the public think when they 
are told that General Harrison, although seeming 
to have no scruples himself upon the subject, if we 
judge by his report, was anxious to put it forever 
. beyond the doubts, and beyond the reach of others, 
| under any ordinary exercise of their rights. He 
; proposed to engraft this very provision upon the 
Constitution of the United States. So important 
did he consider it, that he wished to make sure of 
its pessession, and to place it above the impress of 
a mere majority. His proposition was, that the 
militia, while engaged in the service of training, 
“shall be subject to the rules and regulations pre- 
scribed for the government of the militia when ia 
the military service of the United States!” Here 
| wehave, sir, a solemn proposition, not by mere or- 
dinary law, but by a fandamental regulation, to 
place the militia in the very attitude-—the atritade 
of obedience, of peril, and of power—so much 
dreaded and so much denounced by the honorable 
Senator from S. Carolina. This proposition is made 
by aman whom he wishes to be President; who 
| will have the power and the patronage to put this _ 


+ 


' 
t 


| 
| 


June, 1840. 
Q6ru Cona»... isr SESS. 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Smith. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


9 
H. of Reps. 


question in a more imposing shape if he should 
ever attain that high honor. If the Secretary is to 
be questioned for this part ef his plan, much more 
mast be the condemnation of General Harrison, as 
the aspiration to the first office in the world is 
higher, in its tendency, than a seat in the cabinet— 
as constitutional law is higher than an ordinary act 
of legislation. By such an amendment, if it could 
have been consummated, the whole subject would 
have been placed beyond the reach of the people, 
without many and great struggles to retake the 
power. But, according to the proposition of Ge- 
neral Harrison, the power once fixed, weuld have 
been marked by the blood of the citizen soldier 
long before the people could have dragged it to the 
dust. Sir, let this question be put te the 
le—let them understand who it is that 
made a solemn effurt to encraft a provi- 
sion upon the Constitution, by which the 
citizen soldier—the militiamen—might be subjected 
to the punishment of death while engaged in the 
ordinary service of training, and their condemna- 
tion will be loud, and long, and aniversal. What! 
pat that in your Constitution?—that you will try a 
mihtiaman, in time of profound peace, engaged in 
the mere service of training—try him by a court 
martial—march him at the point of the bayonet— 
seat him upon his coffin, and coolly, as an act of 
discipline, inflict upon him death? Such, sir, is the 
* extent of the power proposed to be made a part of 


the Constitution of the United States, by General - 


Harrison! 7 
I confess, sir, that the facts presented in the pro- 


gress of this inquiry have struck me with great sur- | 


p: From the fierce pursuit of the honorable 
tary, the public mind was naturally led to 
the conclusion that be had proposed something 
never heard of before in the history of Congressional 
proceedings. But it turns out, upon a scrutiny of 
the whole subject, that this policy, in all its sub- 


stantials, had teen proposed by General Knox, : 


with the sanction of General Washington; and 
that General Harrison, in his schemes, has gone 


farther than any man, under any admininistration. | 
His proposition was, in effect, to change the cha- 


racter of our whole institutions; to change our 
habits and manners; and this, he concedes, bimself, 
would be the effect of his project, in the very re- 
pert in which it is made. ‘The history of this sub- 
ject dicovers a continued: resis'ance of the pubiic 
mind against all military projects whatever.. And 
even the authority of General Washington failed to 
produce any material change. Still, it remains a 
dormant power, to a certain extent; and, so far, 
considerisg the postare of affairs which existed in 
the Northeast, at the opening of this session, it 
was clearly the daty of the President to bring the 
subject tc the consideration of Congress. 
I t, that I am content the judgment of the 
country shall be passed upon all this. Hitherto, 
as I have stated, the delusian has prevailed that 
the report of the Secretary is, perhaps, the first 
and the only thing of the kind. A history of the 
gabject, shows that others have also aeted their 
part; and, upon the whole, there is every reason to 
believe that neither any admioninistration, or any 
S-cretary, ever thought of bringing forward mili- 
tary projects for party purposes. The true light 
in which to look npcn them, is, unquestionably, 
that the recommendations of our Presiden's, and 
the plans of our Secretaries, opon this subject, 
have been offered: conformably to their official 
stations, with a view to consideration, comparison, 
and use, if any thing might be found suited to the 
Gireomstances of the country, and adapted to the 
Principles of our Government. To suppose other- 
wise, is to arraign men whose patriotism is immor- 
tal, and treasured in the memory of the people. I 
tefer, sir, among others, particularly to the Father 
of hiseountry. The conclusion of the argument, 
therefore, must be, that all men, whose special daty 
it has been to examine the militia question in a 
military aspect, have gone almost equal lengths, if 
not precisely in the same direction. The con- 
demnation of the one necessarily involves that of 
the other. The view which I take of it, is, tocon- 
trast the truth with the absurdity and delusion with 
ich a political crusade, for party purposes, has 
‘beemagcently pushed upon this subject. Witi the 


| his remarks in opposition to the motion, by com- : 
plaining of the want of time, and not having the | 


_give me great p'easwre to yield to the request even 
of the Legislature of my own State,.could I do so | 


tion of delegates of the Democratic party, who no- 


publieation of the whole history of the question, 

from the earliest period of our Governmental action, 

I have not the slightest doubt that the public mind 

au, in the progress of inquiry, become fully satis- 
e 


With these remarks I shall leave the subject for 
the present, reminding, however, the honorable Se- 
nator from South Carolina, that if the detailed plan 
of the Secretary of War is exceptionable, the views 
and propositions of Genera! Harrison are much 
more so; and that when he moves (as indicated by 
him) his resolution, expressive of the sense of the 
Senate upon the question, I shall be prepared to 
movean amendment to it, expressive, also, of the 
sense of' the Senate in regard to the principles in- 
volved in the military projects of General Harri- 
son, so that he may have the opportunity to extin- 
guish the seed together. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then rose and commenced 


necessary documents before them to enable them 
to discuss the subject understandingly, when 

Mr. NORVELL moved that the further consi- 
deration of the motion be postponed until Friday 
nex'; which was agreed to. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


SPEECH OF MR. SMITH, 
OF VERMONT. f 
In the House of Representatives, June 4th, 1840—-Tn 
Committee of the Whole, on the bill to pro- 
vide for the collection, safe keeping, trahsfer, 
and disbursement of the public revenue, 
Mr. Chairman: Before givipg my vot 


which my constituents, in compon wil 
conntry, are deeply interesiedgI desir 
briefly some of the reasons} whichfhave influ- 
enced me to give it my cofgfial sfpport. But 
before I do so, the comngitiee fwill indalge 
me while I refer to the! resqfations of the 
Legislature of my own State An relation to 
this subject, and which claim ffrom me a re- 
spectful notice. At the last sessign of the Legisla- 
ture, resolutions were passed ty that body, as I 
have been informed, (though not officially,) in- 
stracting the Senators, and requesting the Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, from that State, to oppose 
the adoption of this measure. Sir, I believe, as 
does my honorable colleague and friend from the 
Fifth District {Mr. FLercaeR] in whose behalf Iam 
autherized to speak, in the doctrine of instructions, 
as held by the party with whom we have the ho- 
nor to act; and were the: instructions: referred to 
applicable to us, we should stand in no doubt as to 
eur duty. We shouldeither obey the instructions, 
or at once resign. ` ; 

It has long been the policy of the State which I 
have the honor in part to represent, toelect their 
Representatives to Congress by districts; and al- 
though the Representatives thus elected, may, with 
propriety, be regarded as the Representatives of 
the whode State, yet they are more especially so, of 
tbat particular portion of the people by whom 
they are elected. 


Bat, sir, I may be permitted tosay, that it would 


without a palpable dereliction of duty—a_ duty 
which I not only owe to myself, but to my consti- 
tuents. The measure now under consideration, 
and the one condemned by the Legislature of my 
State, was distinctly brought before my constitu- 
ents during the canvass of 1838, and the conven. 


minated me as their candidate, were the firm and 
decided friends of an Independent Treasury, and 
opposed toa National Bank. — , 

[Mr. Evererr rose and inquired of his col- 
league, if the excitement in his district, growing 
out of the troubles in Canada, did not operate to 
give him his election? _ ; 
Mr. Smits, in reply, said he was happy to give 
his colleague such information as he possessed, 
and especially as it would afford him an opportu- 
nity to correct impressions made on the public 


mind in relation to the subject. 


On ER, A 


FR ————— TE tL A A 
7 : - 


‘government and equal 


It is well known, said Mr. S. that for some time 
prior to the election in his district, an excitement, to 
some extent, did prevail on the whole Northern 
frontier, growing out of the state of things in Canada; 
and he regretted that he could not be permitted to 
seize upon this occasion to correct another erroneous 
impression, and one touching the conduct of the 
community among whom he resides. For, al- 
though there was much feeling and interest mani- 
fested in behalf of those who were making a feeble 
effort in Canada for an independent and free Go- 
verament, and in behalf of those who had been 
driven from their homes and families, and com- 
pelled to seek protection in this land of freedom; 
yet the community were not justly subject to 
the charge of violating their obligations to their 
own, or any other Government. Itis true, said 
Mr. S. that the law of Congress, passed in 1838, 
commonly called the neutrality law, and the vote 
given by his predecessor in its favor, were to an 
extent unpopular with all parties, and that he was 
among the number who disapproved of the mea- 
sure, and if not mistaken, his colleague not only 
disapproved of the law, but voted against it. 
That about the time his predecessor was nominated, 
for re-election by the Whig party, a portion of the 
same party in the same county where his predeces- 
sor resided, held a meeting, and put in nomination 
another gentleman of the same party, whose views 
in relation to Canadian affairs and the neutrality law 
differed from those of his predecessor. Mr. 8. fap- 
ther remarked that it was out of his power to say 
how many of the Opposition party (if any) voted 
for him on account of the difference of opinion be- 
tween himself and his predecessor in relation to the 
neutrality law. He had no doubt, however, but that 
he did receive some votes from that party; but 
whether on that account, or from considerations of 
personal friendship, it did not become him to say-—— 
he would leave his colleague to form his opinion 
from the facts to which he had alluded.] 

Mr. Smirn resumed. If, Mr. Chairman, it is 
right and just that the political parties in the State 
should be represented here according to their re- 
lative strength, then there can be no good reason 
why my colleague from the fifth district and myself 
should be even requested by the Legislature to vote 
against this measure. 
` At the last election in the State, there were polled 
a little short of fifty thousand votes, and the candi- 
date of the Whig party for Governor received a 
majority of about twenty-two hundred. In the 
House of Representatives the Whigs had five or 
six majority, and the same number in the Senate, 
giving them, in joint ballot of about two hundred 
and sixty votes, a majority of about twelve. The 
Opposition have now five Representatives in Con- 
gress, including the two Senators, and the Adminis- 
tration party have but two. 

Mr. Chairman, having said thus much in rela- 
tion to ‘the resolutions of my State, and my duty to 
myself and my constituents, I shall now proceed to 
submit a few remarks in reference to the bill now 
before the committee. 

The subject is one which, although it has long 
agitated the whole country, does not yet seem to be 
fully understood. From the moment it was pro- 
posed by the President in 1837 to the present time, 
it has been denounced and misrepresented to an — 
extent that has‘no parallel. But, sir, in the same 
degree that it has received the sober consideration 
of the people, it has won their confidence and sup- 

rt 


The principles involved in this bill are not only 
fundamental, but essential to the permanency of 
our free institutions; and, if rightly understeod by 
its friends, are destined to exert a lasting and salu- 
tary influence, not only upon the currency and 
BUSINESS of the country, but upon our POLITICAL 
and SOCIAL CONDITION. ‘The contest now waging, 
had been, with great propriety, styled “the second 
war of Revolution,” and in which are involved 
the same great and fundamental principles that 
characterized the first. That, sir, was a struggle 
for power, and for the aggrandizement of the rich 
and privileged orders on the one hand, and for self- 
rights and privileges on the 
other. The enemies of civil liberty and equal rights, 


“were not made friends to free institutions when the 


Sess. 
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charter of our rights was adopted and published to 


the world. There were, no doubt, many actually 
engaged in the fearful struggle, and sincerely desi- 
rous of casting off foreign rule and domination, 
. who nevertheless retained a fixed attachment to the 
splendor and aristocracy of the English Govern- 
ment; and who believed that power, rank, proper- 
ty, and influence, were never designed for any but 


to judge of men and measures, uninfluenced by 
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Executive power, or sordid appliances. 
A National Bank, to answer the object of its 
friends, should have a capital of from fifty to one 


' hundred millions of dollars; nothing short of that 
; sum woald make it what its friends desire it shouid 


“the well born”—that the great mass of mankind | 


“were made to live in servitude, te walk prone and 
cowering, to till the earth and bear its fruits an of- 
fering to a fellow worm.” 
titades in this land, so highly favored, who prac- 
tically deny the great and fundamental! truth 
that all men are crea‘ed equal, and who, for 
sordid wealth and self aggrandisement, would 
barter away our Government of equal laws 
and equal privileges, and bind their fellow men 
oo the chains of a hopeless and degrading ser- 
vitade. 


Sir, there are still mul- ; 


Since the days of our Republican fathers, | 


there bas grown up in this land of freemen, a mo- ` 


neyed aristocracy of giant power, and alien to the 
great interests of the laboring class of our fellow 
citizens, making every thing of the nobility of 


wealth, and little or nothing of intellectual or mo- | 


tal worth; aiming to control the currency, capital, 
and trade of the country, and boldly aspiring, by 
corrupt appliances, to legislative and gcvernmental 
control. Sir, this power is every where awake to 
the great contest now waging—it is in ambush and 
on the battle field, marshalled under skilful and 
veteran leaders, and aiming to seize the reins of 


Government, and control the futuredestinies of this - 


gieat Republic. 

The great antagonist measure to that of an In- 
dependent Treasury, and the one which the Oppo- 
sition are aiming to establish, is a National Bank, 
an institution which has done so much for its 
friends, and which was the darling measure of Mr. 
Hamilton and his coadjutors, who struggled long 
and bard for a Government modelled to a great 
extent after that of the English. 

If, ‘sir, the people are worsted in this contest, 
this second war of revolation—another National 
Bank will be chartered, and made the “high tower” 
of the aristocracy, from which mandates to control 
the vast asscciated and individaal wealth of the 
nation are to emanate. i } 

It is not my purpose to discuss the question, 

whether Congress has the constitutional power to 
charter snch a bank; it is sufficient for me tobe 
assured that such an institution is inexpedient in 
a Government like ours, and dangerous to the 
liberties of the people. That a similar ins'itetion 
exists in England, and may te, as it probably is, 
adapted to the genius of that Government, is no 
reason why such a one should, be established in 
thi¥ country any more than that Church and State 
should be united. The Bank of England is’ virtu- 
ally a part of the. machinery of the Go- 
vernment, and Jike every other part, lends 
its whole influence to sustain the preroga- 
tion of the Crown, a titled nobility, and a mo- 
neyed aristocracy, In England, as in all 
the nations of Europe, the moneyed power 
and the Government are in firm alliance 
‘to OPPRESS THE PEOPLE, and thereby to sus- 
-tain and perpetuate the power of the one, and the 
wealth of the other. But for that alliance, the op- 
préssed mitlions would no longer live in bject and 
degraded servitude, but according to the laws of 
their own being, and fully enjoy the birth-right of 
their creation. 

The Government under which we live does not 
rest upon the anisTccracy OF WEALTH, AND THE 
STRONG ARM OF POWER, but is sustained by the 


virtue, intelligence, and patriotism of the great | 


mass of the people, whose will, indicated and ex- 
pressed through the ballot box, moulds the policy 
of those who are called, as their servants, to admi- 


~ nister it. 


In our Government of equal rights and privi- 
leges, based as it is on the will of the people, those 
. who administer its affairs should never be in alli- 
_ance with, or ander the influence of, any irrespon- 
sible power, but should look for support tv the peo- 
ple, the „true source of all political power; and on 
_the other hand, if we would preserve in its purity, 
` the elective franchise, the people should Le left free 


be—a great regulator. Such a bank would, be- 
yond all doubt, effectually control the nine hundred 
local banks in the country, having, in all, an active 
capital of about four hundred millions of dollars. 


. Sir, let such a bank, with a money king at its head, 


be made the fiscal agent of the Government, and 
give it the entire revenue of the country, amount- 
ing to thirty or forty millions annually, as so much 
capital, it would be invested with a power to con- 
trol, not only the currency and business of the 
whole country, but the Government itself. 


But, sir, the evil does not stop here. Let the 


‘stock of such a bank pass, as most of it would, -i 


either directly or indirectly, into the hands of Eng- 
lish capitalists, and become allied to the great cen- 
tral moneyed power in London, and England, 


through this medium, and the debt of two hundred 
‘, millions due to her capitalists from the States, cor- 


porations, and merchan's of this country, would as 


_ preceded me, and the several provisions 


effectually control the business and destinies of this ` 


nation, as she would were we, in fact, recolonized. 

Who, sir, can look upon this country, thus hum- 
bled ard degraded, without the most painful and 
stirring emotions. Of what. avail was the vast 


. amount of toil and suffering, of blood and treasure, 


which was the price ef our liberties, if this glori- 
cus inheritance, bequeathed to us by our fathers, is 


` now to be bastered away? 


, States in New Orleans. 
| deadly hostility existing against the principles and form of our | 


‘+ Government. 


_ ties.” 


Against the charter of the first National Bank, in 
1791, Mr. Jefferson was opposed, not only on the 
ground that Congress had not the constitutional 
power to charter such an institation, but because it 
would be injurious to the people, and dangerous to 
their literties. ; 

In a letter written by him to General Washing- 
ton, in 1793; two years after the charter of the first 


“Bank by Congress, speaking of the effect and in- 


fluence of that Bank and the banking system, he 


‘said: 


“That it furnished effectual means of corrupting such a 


‘portion of the Legislature, as turns the balance which ever way 
.Wisdirected; that this squadron, deciding the voice of the Le- 


gatua, haye manifested their disposition to get rid of the 
imitations imposed on the General Legistature—limitations, on 
the faith of which the States acceded to that insirument— 
[the Constitution,] and the ultimate object of ali this is to pre- 


pare the way fora change from the present form of Govern- ‘ 


ment to that ofamonarchy, of which the English Constitution 
is to be the model.” j 
“Again, Mr. Jefferson, in a letter fo Albert Gallatin, in 1803, 


: speaking of Col. Hamilton’s ‘MACHINE,’ says: 
“From a passage in the letter of the president [of the Bank] | 


Iobserve an idea of establishing a branch bank of the United 
This institution is one of the most 


Constitution. The nation is, at this time, so strong and united 
in its sentiments, that it cannct be shaken at thismoment. But 


: suppose a series of untoward events should occur, sufficient to 
` bring into doubt the competency of a Republican Government 
| to meet a crisis of great danger, or to unhingethe confidence of 


the people inthe public functionaries; an institution. like this, 


penetrating, by its branches, every part of the Union, acting by | 
, command and phalanx, may, in a critical moment, upset the | 
I deem no Government safe which is under the 

wassalage of any self constituted authorities, or any other au- | 


thority than that of the nation, or its regular functionaries. 


- What an obstruction could not this Bank of the United States, 


with all its branch banks, be intime of war? It might dictate 


to us the peace we should accept, or withdraw its aid. Ought : 
we, then, to give further growth to an institution so powerful, | 
so hostile? That it isso hostile, we know: 1. From a know- . 


ledge of the priaciples of the persons composing the body of di- 
Tectors in every bank, principal or branch, and those of most 
of the stockholders: 2. From their opposition to the measures 
and principles ofthe Government, and tothe election of those 
friendly to them: and 3. From the sentiments of the newspa- 
pers they support. Now, while we ave strong, itis the great- 
est duty we owe to the safety ofour Constitution, to bring this 
powerful enemy toa perfect subordination under its anthori- 


_ Against such an institution, sir, I am, and have 
long been opposed; and I cannot believe that the 


enlightened and patriotic people whom I have the . 
honor to represent, can understandingly be in favor |; 


of an institution so anti-Republican and dangerous 
to our liberties; fcr, sir, if there be a people on 
earth distinguished for their Republican simplicity 
and devotion to the great cause of civil Jiberty—for 
their opposition to all monopolies and special pri- 


_ Vileges—to all distinctions founded on wealth, and 


that seek most of all the common good, it is the peo- 
ple of the Mountain State. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusa- 
1NG} admits that a National Bark would be power- 
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ful for good or for evil. Sir, whatever of good 
such an institution may be able to accomplish, can. 
not outweigh, in my mind, the considerat:on that it 
has power to spread distress and desolation through 
the land; bat, what is more than all, to bring the 


“Government, whether in peace or war, intoa de- 


graded subjection to its power. It.seems to be well 
settled that the State banks cannot be used with 


_ safety to the Government, or to the business of the 


country, as the fiscal agents to receive and disburse 
the public revenue. The project has been fairly 
tried, and proved so disastrous to the financial ope- 


‘rations of the Government, and so ruinous to the 


business of the country, that no resort will be again 
had to them for such a purpose. Sir, it is a Na- 
tional Bank or an Independent Treasury. These 
are the great measures on which public sentiment 
is now dividing, and to doubt as to the result would 
be to doubt the capacity of the people for self- 
government. 

It is not my intention to enter into a particular 
examination of the details of this bill; that has 
been done by gentlemen on both sides, who have 
are 
well understood. No amendments are offered 
to make the bill more perfect, and the Opposi- 
tion, by moving to ‘strike out the enacting clause, 
virtually admit that the bill contains all the ne- 
cessary provisions to make it effectual for the. 
collection, safekeeping, transfer and disburse- 
ment of the public revenue. It is against the 
principles of the bill that the opposition is made, 


' and not against its details. 


€ 


The great object of the measure is to put the 
Treasury of the nation on a footing independent 
of either the business of the banks, or of indi- 


.| viduals who are not responsible to the people; to 


leave the business of the country to flow uninter- 
rupted, according to the laws of trade, and unin- 


fluenced by the pecuniary affairs of the Govern- 


ment, and, on the other hand, to leave the Govern- 
ment uninfluenced, as far as may be, from the de- 
rangements and fluctuations which are of such fre- 
quent occurrence in the trade and business of this 
and of all other nations. 

This measure is in strict accordance with the 


| provisions of the Constitation, and the law of Con- 


gress of 1789, making provision for the appoint- 
ment of a Treasurer, and defining his duties. Had 
no National Bank ever been chartered, the reve- 
nue of the country would always have been col- 
lected and disbursed in a manner corresponding to 
the mode provided by this bill. 

The project of an Independent Treasury is no 
new thing. It was suggested by Mr. Jefferson as 
early as 1803: in a letter to Mr. Gallatin, he 
says: 


“Butin order to be able to meet a general combination of 
the banks against us in a critical emergency, could we not make 
a beginning towards an independent use of our own -money, in 
all the deposites where it is received, and letting the Treasurer 
give his drafts or note for payment at: any particular place, 


which would give us the same facilities which we derive from 
banks.” 


A project similar to the one now before the com- 
mittee, and the one suggested by Mr. Jefferson, 
was proposed a few years since, when what was 
called the. pet bank system was in operation, by 
General Gordon, a member of Congress from Vir- 
ginia, and received the support of the same party, 
that now denounces the measure as fraught with 
so much disaster and ruin to the country. In. my 
own State, Mr. Chairman, there has been an Inde- 
pendent Treasury from the organization of. the 
Government. The revenue. for the support of the 
Government in that State, is raised by a direct tax 
on the people, and the money, when collected by 
the officers appointed for that purpose by the several 
towns in the States, is paid to the Treasurer, and 
by him disbursed. The system there in operation, 
is substantially like the one proposed by this bill, ex- 
cept, that for the convenience of the Treasury De- 
pariment, and of those to whom disbursements 
are to be made, four receivers-general are to be 


| appointed in different sections of the Union. - Ne- 


cessary provisions are also made for drawing drafts 
on the depositaries in favor of those to whom. the 


Government is indebted, and for the purpose of 


transferring the fnads from one place to another. 
There is also a provision in the bill making it an 
offence punishabie by imprisonment in the peniten- 


cos a 
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tiary, for any person employed in the collection, 
safekeeping, and disbursement of the revenue, to 
use, for any purpo:e, the money belonging to the 
Government. This ix a most salutary provision, 
and well calculated to prevent frands and pecula- 
tions. lt is difficult to perceive how any 
greater degree of security conld be given 


by way of legislative enactment, than is provided | 


in this bil. That frauds on individuals, and on 
Governments, have been committed in al! ages and 
in all countries, is what all know to be true: and 
that they will continue to be committed, is what no 
one deubdts. All that can be done by way of legis- 
Jation to prevent crime, is to provide certain and 
adequate punishment for offences when committed. 

Mr. Chairman, there is another provision of this 
bill, to which strong objection is made by the Op- 
position, Itis what is usually called the “specie 
clause.” Sir, it will be seen that this is but a ne- 
cessary provision to distonnect the Government 


- from the banks. For if the revenue is to be col- 


lected in bank bills, the banks may as well have 
the custody of them, as to have them in the vaults 
of the Treasurer. They are but the promises of 
the banks, and the Treasurer may as well have a 
certificate of deposite as to have the bills. One is 


~ as good as the other. 


‘The 19th section of the bill provides that from 
and after the 30ih of June, 1840, one fourth 
part of all the dues, taxes, sales of public 
lands, debts, and: sums of money accruing 
or becoming due tu the United States, shall be col- 
lected in tnelrgal currency of the country, and 
an additional fourth part annually, until the 
whole of the revenue shall, on the 30th day of 
June, 1843, be collecied in gold and silver. Here- 
tofore, and upt:l the banks saspended payment in 


. 1837, the revenue was collected agreeably to the 


provision of a resolation of Congress, of April 13, 


. 1816, by which the Treasury Department was au- 
. thorized to receive the dues to the United States in 


bills of specie paying banks. By this resolution 
Congress au'horized to be received such a currency 


- in payment of the revenue, as could not legally 


discharze a dollar ef the liabilities of the Govern- 


: ment. None but :he banks were, in the least de- 


: gree, benefited by that provision. 


have, however, sustained a loss in the collection of 


the revenue cf six millions, five hundred and eighty 


‘thousand dollars, which, with the interest on the 


` thirteen millions. 


same from the time it was received into the Trea- 
sury, to the present, would amount to more than 
If the people have snstained 


“gach a loss in th: collection of the revenue by the 


seceipts of paper money, what must they have lust 
in the transacticn of their own business? 

n Jf, sir, Congress had the constitutional power to 
authorize the receipt of bank paper in payment of 


- the dues to the Government, it was manifestly un- 


jart to the peep'e, who sustained the los which that 
measure occasioned. If this bill shall pass and 
beeome the law of the land, as I trust it will, the 
people will be saved from a repetition of such 
losses hereafter, and the Government be enabled 
to discharge its own liabilities, whatever may be 
the, condition of the banks. 

-Thħis, Mr. Chairman, is substantially the mea- 
súre which has called forth such violent opposition, 
and produced so much excitement through the 


~ country. And from whence does all this fierce 
> and tireless opposition come? Sir, there is but one 


answer to this inquiry. lt comes from that party 
who are in favor ef a National Bank, and fora 
s'rong and sp'endid Government. It comes from 
the presidents, cashiers, directors, and stockholders 
of the nine hundred banks, and their dependents, 
who, as a class of the community, are no doubt 
intelligent and respectable; yet feel like other men 
the impulse and promptings of self-interest. In 
short it comes from that class ofthe community who 
are not, to any considerable extent, the producers; 
but who live and amass their fortunes from pro- 
fits on the labor of others. 


` Bat, sir, although the object of this great mea- 


sure is, as I before remarked, to divorce the bank ` 


and State, and to put the Government in a condi- 
tion wholly irdependent of the banks; yet it is be- 
lieved that it will, in many respects, produce indi- 
fectly and incidentally a salutary influence upon 
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the whole interest of the country. It will impart a 
healthy action to the currency by infusing inio the 
circulation a large specier basis. ‘This is admitted 
on ali hands to be necessary, inasmuch as the spe- 
cie now in circulation bears no just proportion to 
that of bank paper. In France no bank notes are 
issued of a less denomination than about ninety 
dollars, and in England none less than about twen- 
ty-five dollars; while in this country, most, if not 
all the banks, issue bills of the denomination of 


‘one dollar. The consequence is, that there is but 


little gold and silver in circulation in this coun- 
try. 

On this subject we have the opinions expressed, 
at different times, of some ef the most able and dis- 
tinguished gentlemen in the Opposition. In 1824, 
when the country was suffering to a degree almost 
without a parallel, Mr. Webster, in speaking of re- 
lief to be gained by the isssue of paper money, 
said: 


“The committee will not fail to observe that there fs, this mo- | 


ment, muchthe loudest complaint of distress precisely where 
there has been the greatest attempt to relieve it by systems of 
paper credit, and on the other hand, content, prosperity, and 
happiness are mos: observable in those paris of the country 
where there has heen the least endeavor to administer relief by 
law—in truth nothing is so baneful, so utterly ruinous to all 
true industry, as interfering with the legal value of money, or 
attempting to raise artificial standards to supply its place. 
Such remedies suit well the spirit of extravagant speculation, 


|’ -but they sap the very foundation ofall honest acquisition.” 


Again, in a speech delivered in Congress in 1832, 


he said: 

“Of all the contrivances for cheating the laboring classes of 
mankind, none have been more effectual than that which de- 
ludes them with paper money. Thisis the most effectual of 
inventions to fertilize the rich man’s field by the sweat of 


the poor man’s brow. Ordinary tyranny, oppression, exces- | 
sive taxation, these bear lightly on the happiness ef the mass ; 


of the community, compared with fraudulent currencies, and 
the robberies committed by depreciated paper. Our own his; 
tory has recorded for our instruction enough, and more than 
enough, of the demoralizing tendency, the injustice, and intole- 
rable oppression, on the virtuous and well disposed, of a de- 
graded paper currency, authorized by law, or in any way coun- 
tenanced by Government.” 

ln 1834, the Hon. John Davis, the other Senator 


from Massachusetts, and then Governor of that 


. State, stated in his message to the Legislature— 


. to rectify the present credit system of paper currency, and pre- |. 


The peeple - 


“That experience has long since proved that a metallic cur- 
rency is least liable to fluctuations, and it is hoped that the ear- 
liest opportunity will be seized to return to it, s0 far at least as 


vent its fluctuations.” 
He says again: 
“The disastrous fluctuations which we experience, are to 


i some extentto be imputed to the fluctuations of the currency. 
| The most obvious remedy against the recurrence of this ca- 


lamity, and the moet certain method of saving the active indus- 
try of the country from the devouring vortex’ of this almosi 
periodical disaster, is to increage the quantity of specie in cir- 
culation.” ` 

&Fiuctuations visit all who have property, and all who work 
to acqnire it, with injury, and compel them t> submit to severe 
sacrifices. What is called ascarci‘y of money, only means that 
the banka do not discount. Under pressures thus occasioned, 
we have seen good estates dwindle until their possessors were 
left bankrupt; we have seen laborers thrown out of employ, or 
their wages greatly reduced, and business either suspended or 
dragging those engaged in it towards ruin; we have seen, also, 
great anxiety and dismay pervade the whole public.” 

Again he says: 

“Jcis in vain to look for prosperity without a circulating me- 
dium which commands the public confidence; if the currency 
is fluctuating, business will participate in its character, and the 
fluctuations bring disaster upon the seller or the buyer. Com- 
merce must necssarily languish, property sink in value, and 


; the general prosperity be greatly abated; it is therefore ike dic- 


' tate of sound policy to maintain a currency which will re- 
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' main firm.” 


Here, Mr. Chairman, you have the views of the 
two able and distinguished Senators from Massa- 
chusetts on this great question of the currency. 
One, as early as 1824, and again in 1832; and the 
other as late as 1834. And, sir, it should be re- 
memberei by the whole country, that the gentle- 
man who. premuigated the sentiments ‘just referred 
to, as Governor of Massachusetts, in 1834, is the 


same gentleman who has lately sent out a speech | 
through the whole country, purporting to be an an- | 


swer to the speech of the distinguished Senator 
from: Pennsylvania, in favor of the Independent 
Treasury bill, in which he repuciates the sentiments 
which he, as Governor, promulgated in 1834. At 
that time, it was indisrensably necessary, in his 
opinion, that the specie basis of oar circulating me- 
dium should be increased. Now, the slight ten- 
dency of this measure to produce such a result is, 
in his view, but little less than treason to the bu- 
siness of the country, and especially to the labor- 
er. Sir, what is the extent of the influence 
that this measare will have to increase 
the specie basis of our circulation?. It is 
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estimated, that of the eighty-five- -millions of 
specie in the country, only five millidns will be re- 
quired for tue fiscal use of the Government, at the 
period when the whole revenue, uader the opera- 
tion of this bill, shall be collected in the legal cur- 
rency of the country. This would not give us as 
great a proportion of specie in our circulating me- 
dium as there is in England, that greatest.of com- 
mercial nations, the Government and policy of 
which so command the admiration of gentlemen 
opposed to this biil. It is, sir, sincerely hoped and 
believed by the friends of this measure, that it. will 
have a tendency in some good degree to check and 
restrain the banks in théir loans and discounts, and 
thereby prevent the excessive and ruineus. expan- 
sions and contractions of the currency, which are 
so injurious and so fatal to the enterprise and busi- 
ness of the community. 

Sir, we want, most of all, a stable, sound, and uni- 
for mcurrency. It is that which will give stability to 
the prices of property and labor, it will restrain the 
spirit of wild and extravagaet speculation—quench 
the feverish thirst for getting rich, as by ma- 
gic art, without submitting to toil and honest 
industry, and turn again the energies of an ever 
active, enterprising, and intelligent community, te- 


„wards those callings and. employments, so favora- 


ble to moral and intellectual culture, and, in the 
pursuit of which our fathers accumulated, slowly 


i but surely, their fortunes, and trained their chil- 


dren to habits of iadustry, sobriety, and economy. 

Who, Mr. Chairman, has calmly and soberly 
looked out upen the wreck of fortune and of- cha- 
racter which has marked the history of the last 
ten years, but has sickened at the thought that the 
restless wave of presumptuous speculation and 
wild extravagance must still dash onward in its de- 
solating course? 

l cannot forbear alluding to the very singular 
position taken by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, who opened the debate on this bill. If Iun- 
derstood him right, he professed to be in favor of 
a protective tariff, and expressed his determination 


-to give his vote for such a measure when the exist- 


ing reyenue laws should be revised by Congress. 
And yet he makes a distinct objection to this bill, 
on the ground that it is unconstitutional, inasmuch 
as it indirectly and incidentally operates as a pro- 
tection to the manufacturing interests of the coun- 
try. Togustain this position, the gentleman cited 
as an authority in point the South. Carolina ordi- 


_pance, and the opinions of distinguished gentlemen 


of that State. , All this must have been said in the 
vain: hope-of driving from the support.of this mea- 


| sare.some of its Southern friends.\.. saiig w 


+ 


proa 


- If it be true, as contended by {he gentleman, and 
by others friendly to the measure, that its influence 
will be favorable to those great branches of indus- 


- try—agriculture and manufacture-tin which my 


constituents are so deeply interested, it will be an 


_additional reasen why I shall give it my support. 


Our foreign commerce, until lately,, was. mainly 
founded on au exchange of commodities, including 
the precious metals, and leaying in its 4gansactions 


but litle of foreign debt against us;,hut.ppder the 


operation of the late extended, and extrayagant sys- 
tem of credit, produced and sustained. by over 
banking, importations. have greatly increased be- 
yond our exports, involving us in an.enormous fo~ 
reign debt, which produces periodical. disaster, by 
the drain-of specie from the country,, and ruin to 
our manufactaring interests. : = enh ee 
_ In 1830, our exports and imports were about 
equal, : d had oy ak 
From. 1831 to 1839, inclusive, the average 
annual amount of importations exceeded..one 
hundred and thirty-six millions; and -during 


this period, the annoal. balance of trade against. 


as was about twenty-six millions- ts ap 
pears that the whole balance of trade against this 
country, for the hast twenty years, amoun's to two 
hundred and eighty-seven millions; and that by far 
the greater portion of it has acerued since 1831. 
Deduct from this sum the fair profit and difference 
in valuation, and there still remains à foreign debt 
against ns, either State, corporate, or mercantile, 
of at least two hundred millions of dollars, on 
which we are annually paying interest, in gold and 
lver, l 
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Up to 1854, and shortly afier the banks had 
gready expended their circulation, the annual 
amount of importations seldom exceeded the sum 
of one hundred millions. 

Ia 1834, importations increased to about 
$126,000,000, leaving a balance of trade against 
us of $22,000,000. 

In 1835, importations amounted to $140,000,000, 
leaving a balance of trade against us of $28,000,- 
000. In 1836, importations amounted to $189,- 
000,000, leaving a balance of trade against us of 
$61,000 000. In 1837, importations amounted to 
$146,000,000, leaving a balance of trade{against us 
of $23.000,000. In 1838, importations amounted 
to $113,000,000, leaving a balance of trade against 
us of only $5,000,000. 

In 1839, the circulation of the banks was 
$61,323,898; in-1834, $94,839 570; in 1835, $103,- 
692,495; in 1836, $140,301,038; in 1837, $149,- 
185,890; in 1838, $116,138,910. 

In 1838, importations fell short of those of the 
preceding year $33,000,000, and.the bank circula- 
tion in 1838 fellshort of that of 1837, $33,046 980. 

In 1839, after the banks had resamed specie pay- 
ments, and had again expanded their circulation, 


impo tations rose from $113,000,000, the amount — 


in, 1838, to $157,000,000, and leaving a balance of 
trade against us of $39,000,000. 


' again come when the annual receipts into 
‘the Treasury on account of the sale of our 


‘In: the ‘fall of 1839, the great regulator, with | 
mest of the banks in the country, suspended pay- : 


ment, and the whole of them commenced a rapid 

process of contraction—the result has been, a great 

diminution of importations in the first two quarters 

of the present year. From this we see the con- 

nection between an expanded and bloated curren- 

- ey, and excessive and ruinous importations; and, 
sir, should our foreign debt, now so enormous, 
continue to increase for the ten years to come as it 
has for the last ten years, it would require most of 
our exports to pay the annual interest. 

Under the operation of the present tariff, the 
deranged condition of the currency, occasioned by 
over banking and a bloated credit system, our manu- 
facturing interest at the North must languish, if not 
go down: it cannot be sustained against such adverse 

~jnflueaces at home, in addition to the ruinous com- 
petition of the ioreign manufacturer, who pays so 
‘much less for lebor than is paid in this country. 
‘The difference in the price of labor in England and 
in this country is not mainly occasioned by the dif- 
ference of the currency in the two countries; it is so 
nearly alike ia both, that the effect on the price of 
property and labor is hardly to be perceived. Sir, 
the low price of labor in England is the Jegitimate 
~ consequence of the very frame work of the Govern- 
mént as it bears on the political and social condi- 
tion of the people, by exalting one class, and de- 
, grading and oppressing the other. According to 
Marshall’s statisties of the British empire lately pub- 
lished, it appears that twenty-four millions and 
thirty-one thousand souls, out of the whole popula- 
tion, are doomed to a condition of unremitting labor 
“ for a bare subsistence, to sustain in pride and lax- 
ary, two bundred and seventy-five thousand, be- 
longing to the nich and privileged orders. This has 
always been the condition of the laboring class in 
England, witk ali the blessings of a National Bank 
and a paper currency; and it will remain such, un- 
til ihe very foundations of that Government shall be 
broken up, and equal rights and. privileges be s^e 
cured to all. In this widely extended and fertile 
country, and so long as we shall enjoy the blessings 
of afree Government, the condition of the labor- 
ing class here, can never, no, never, be reduced to the 
‘condition of the great mass of laborers in England 
or in Europe.. Nothing will ever be wanting in 
- this country but virtue, intelligence, industry, and 
economy, to secure to all the blessings of:compe- 
` ‘tency and wealth. 
_ Sir, ifthe influence of this measure in restoring 
_ to the country a sound and uniform currency, and 
by requiring as it does, that the duties on imports 
be paid in gold and silver, shall not check and re- 
strain excessive and ruinous importations, and there- 
by yield an adequate protection to our manufac- 
factutes against foreign competition, it must be 
‘obtained; if at all, in the revision and adjustment 
of the tariff, which will, no doubt, engage the early 
Attention of Congress, 


_ son to apprehend that the day is not far distant 


certain than that, under the existing state of 


‘ things, our revenue from imports, as well 
: as from the public lands, will constantly 
diminish. The time will probably never 


` tent, if not wholly, to replenish the Treasury. 
` That section of the country in which the public 
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Before resuming my seat, I will bri-fly notice 
some of the objections which have been urged 
against the practical operations of this system of 
collecting, keeping, transierring, and disbursing 
the public revenue. 

It is said that it will greatly diminish the ameunt 
of currency; that gold and silver, equal to the 
amount of the revenue, will be drawn from the 
banks and from the channels of business, and 
lecked up in the vaults of the Treasury. This ob- 
jection is without foundation, for the whole amount 
which will be required for the fiscal operations of 
the Government, out of the eighty-five millions of 
specie in the country, will not exceed five millions. 
This sum will, no doubt, be drawn from the banks, 
bat it will not be locked up in vaults and safes, 
put thrown out and kept in circulation. The evil 
suggested and apprehended can only be realized 
when there shall be a surplus revenue in the Trea- 
sury. But who, I ask, can seriously apprehend 
that we are ever to suffer any inconvenience from 
an overflowing-Treasury? Nothing can be more 


| 


public lands, will be as great as they have been for 
the last ten years. Beyond allthis, we have rea- 


when the public domain may cease to a great ex- 


lands are situate, will soon send to this hall such a 
representative influence as will enable them to con- 
trol the whole of that great source of revenue. 
But, Mr. Chairman, who can look abroad upon our 
widely extended territory and our increasing popu- 
lation—upon our extended and extending commer- 
cial relations—upon our almost defenceless sea- 
board and extended frontier—and not feel assured 
that all the revenue that can be realized from our 
present resources will be needed, and that the coun- 
try has more reason to fear a resort to direct taxa- 
tion for the support of the Government, than that 
we shall have a surplus revenue. But should there 
at any time be a surplus in the Treasury, it will al- 
ways be at the disposal of Congress. 

Another objection urged against this measure 
by the Opposition is, that it will increase Executive 
patronage and influence. Sir, if there was the 
least foundation for such an objection, this bill could 
not receive my vote, however desirable the mea- 
sure might otherwise be. But the very reverse of 
this is the fact, as can be demonstrated to every 
honest and unprejudiced mind. 


By the provisions of the bill, four receivers ge- 
neral are to be appointed by the Senate upon the 
nomination of the President, whose compensation 
‘is fixed by law, who are under adequate bonds 
for the faithful discharge of their duty, and sub- 
ject to severe penalties for every delinquency. 
No person employed in collecting, satekeeping, and 
disbursing the public revenue, can use in any way, 
or for any purpose whatever, a single dollar of mo- 
ney belonging to the Government, on pain of im- 
paronan in the penitentiary. Money thus in the 

iands of the public agents, deprived, as they are, 
of any use of it, cannot confer upon them tke 
power toexert any influence, either in behalf of 
themselves or of any other person. This mode of 
collecting, keeping, and disbursing the public reve- 
nue, so far from increasing Executive patronage, 
actually lessens it to a great extent, as must 
be evident to every person when contrasted 
with the system heretofore in practice, of depositing 
it with the banks, and making them the fiseal agents 
of the Government. By that system the revenue, 
amounting to thirty or forty millions annually, was 
atthe disposal of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
who had the power to select for that purpose such 
of the nine hundred local banks as he saw fit. The 
whole amount of the revenue was, to the selected 
banks, so much additional capital, which they were 
authorized by their charters to loan, and annually 
pocket a profit on the people's money, but little, if 
any, short of a hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 
Through the Secretary, the Executive could, if he 
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saw fit, operate on the deposite banks, and, through 
them, reach to a great extent those dependent on 
them for accommodations. Sir, the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. CusHina,; was compelled 
in candor to admit that by the provisions of this 
bill, the Executive did not have as much patronage 
and influence as he had under the deposite system; 
and I think no intelligent and candid person can 
fail of coming to the same conclusion. 

Much has been said by the Opposition (and no 
doubt for effect on the popular mind) about a union of 
the purse and sword in the hands of the Executive. 
Who, sir, is so ignorant that he needs to be inform- 
ed that the President has not the keeping or the 
control of a single dollar of the people’s money. 
He cannot get his own salary without an appro- 
priation by Congress. He has no power to declare 
war, norcan he enlist a single soldier, without be- 
ing authorized by Congress for that purpose. 

It is urged as a further objection to the Indepen- 
dent Treasury system, that it will greatly increase 
the expenditures of the Government. Sir, there is 
nothing of this objection—the whole amount of 
compensation provided for officers and clerks to be 
employed in this branch of the public service, is 
comparatively very trifling, aad will not probably 
exceed the interest on the amount which the Go- 
vernment has lost by the banks. 

We are told by the gentlemen in the Opposition, 
and it is but a repetition of an objection which has 
long dwelt on the lips of partisans, that this bill 
provided a superior currency for the Government, 
and an inferior currency for the people. This bill 
provides no new currency, either for the Govern- 
ment or for the people; neither does it provide any 
currency, superior or inferior, for the people in 
their individual capacity—Congress has no power 
todo so. It simply provides that the revenue 
shall hereafter be collected in progressive propor- 
tions as provided in the 19th section ef the. bill, in 
the old and constitutional carrency, gold and silver, 
and which is the only currency that will enable the 
Government, or individuals, to discharge their lia- 
bilities. 

With what propriety do gentlemen talk about a 
superior currency for the Government, and an in- 
ferior currency for the people? What, sir, is the 
Government but the action of the people through 
their duly constituted and authorized agents? If 
this bill passes, who wills it should be so, but the 
people? 

Sir, the “specie clause” in the bill, as it is called, 
amounts to nothing more than a repeal of the reso- 
lution of 1816, by which the Treasury Department 
was authorized to receive in payment of the reve- 
nue, and dues to the United States, the bills of spe- 


| cie paying banks, and thereby placing the Govern- 


ment on the same footing with the people, who are 
at liberty to exact and demand, on all their dues, 
the legal currency of the United States. If indi- 
viduals voluntarily receive in payment of money 
due to them, and for property so!d, that which is an 
inferior currency, and which the law does not, and 
cannot, compel them to take, and on which they 
are subject to suffer loss, can they, with propriety, 
complain that others, or the Government even, de- 
mands the legal currency in payment of its dues? 
The General Government is one of limited powers, 
so restricted as not at allto infringe on the sove- 
reignty of the States. Over the Legislatures of the 
States which form the Confederacy, and the banks 
by them chartered, the General Goveroment.-bas 
no control whatever. If the States, in the exercise 
of their sovereignty, charter banks, and make a 
currency with which they are satisfied, it is not for 
Congress to interfere; but if they are not satisfied 
with the currency of their own creation, the remedy 


_is in their own hands, and they must apply it. 


Sir, is it not strange, that while the friends and 
advocates of the banks admit that bank paper is 
an inferior currency, they still insist that the Go- 
vernment onght to receive it in lieu of the superior, 
the legal currency of the country? 

Let the banks throughc ut the country make their 
paper good, DOLLAR FoR DOLLAR, and for just what 
the borrower pays for it, and we shall hear no more 
about a superior and an inferior currency—nothing 
more about “one currency for the Government and 
another for the people.” l 
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It is trae, sir, as some gentlemen of the Opposi- 
tion bave admitted, that neither the President or 
the friends of the Administration have any hostili- 
ty to well regulated and sate specie paying banks. 
They are not,as charged by the Opposition, in favor 


of an exclusive metallic currency. Their object is 


to reform, not to destroy the banks. 


It is said by Opposition gentlemen here and 


elsewhere, that great distress and embarrassment 
prevail throughout the departments of business 
and industry +n the country, and that the whole of 
it ischargeable to the Independent Treasury sys- 
tem, which they say has been practically in opera- 


tion from 1837 to the present time, and but for its . 


ruinous influences, the people would have been 
prosperous and happy. That the country is now 


suffering to a considerable extent, no one is dis- ` 


posed to doubt; but whether from the measures of 
the Adininistration, or from the conduct and mis- 
management of the banks, is another question. If 
the President of the United States, elected by the 
votes of the great mass of the laboring community, 
and against the willand efforts of the banks and 
the moneyed aristocracy of the country, has, 
through ignorance or design, brought ruin upon 
that class of our fellow-citizens, or, in fact, of any 
other class, he is no longer deserving of the con- 
fidence and support of his friends. But if all the 
rain and distress which the country has suffered 


since his election, is justly chargeable to the banks; | 
and if to tura off the indignation of an injured peo- | 


ple from their own conduct, they have combined to 
charge it all to the Government, then surely it is 
due from the people that they should sustain the 
Administration of their choice against such a foul 
conspiracy. 

Mr. Chairman, a brief reference to a few facts 
cannot fail to satisfy every honest and candid mind 
on the subject. 

Immediately after the recharter of the Bank of 
England, the unprecedented expansion of the cur- 
tency, which took place within a few years, great- 
ly involved that whole country in debt, and the 
flood of paper money which was issued by the 
Bank, drove from circulation, and to a considera- 


ble extent from the country, an unusual amount of | 


gold. 


In 1837, the Bank of England, in crJer to re- ;| 


call the specie which had been driven from the 
country, suddenly contracted its circulation, and 
the resalt was, that the price of produce and. la- 


bor was reduced from twenty to fifty per cent. and | 
thonsands were involved in ruin, and other multi- | 


tudes were reduced to beggary and starvation. By 
this operation, so ruinous to the fortunes of thou- 
sands, and so calamitous to the laboring class, the 
Bank regained the specie which had passed out of 
the country. Again, in 1838-9,the Bank expand- 
ed its circulation to such an extent, that it was 
obliged, before the close of the year 1839, to 
borrow millions of specie of the Bank of France, 
and to contract again its. circulation. The 
consequence of this operation was still 
more rainous than the one of 1837, prices of labor 
and property fell from thirty to fifty per cent. mul- 
titades were plunged, as in a moment, from afflu- 
ence and a prosperous business, to the lowest 
depths of poverty and wretchedness; beggary and 
starvation again visited the abodes of the thou- 
sands of the poor, who were thrown out of em- 
ployment. Such, sir, has been the condition of 
England, for the last few years, with her great re- 
gulator in falloperation. I nowask the attention of 
gentlemen to the history of disasters in the business 
. of this country, in connection with the manage- 
ment of the banks. The expansion of the carrency 
which took place in 1818, in which the Bank of the 
United States, with its new charter, took the lead, 
is familiar to all. The whole community then 
rashed into debt, the price of property and labor 
suddenly rose, the country was rife with specula- 
tion, and all was apparently prosperity. But, sir, 
how sudden, how great was the change? In 1819 
_ all the banks suspended, and the great regulator 
was on the very verge of bankruptcy. A sudden 
contraction took place, the necessary result of 
which was an almost total stagnation of business 
and universal bankruptcy. Jai's were filled with 


pers. In 1823 and °24, alike disaster of 1819 
visited the ccuntry, and still, none of this evil was 
charged to the Government—all agreed that it was 
the effect of overbanking and overtrading, and the 
want of a greater specie basis in our circulating 
medium. 

From 1829 to 1832, the Bank of the United 
States. greatly increased its loans, (and very libe- 
rally to editors of newspapers, and to members of 
Congress,) nv doubt with a view to obtain a re- 
charter. In 1832, the President of the United 
States vetoed the bill rechartering this Bank, and 
instantly it changed its course, and entered upon a 
rapid process, contracting its circulation, which 


; caused such universal suffering and distress in 


1833 and °34. That which could not be gained by 
favor so liberally bestowed, the Bank now sought 


| to obtain by oppression, and through the sufferings 


of the country. Bat it did not succeed; the people 
would not yield. In 1836, the Bank of the United 
States obtained acharter from the Legislature ot 
Pennsylvania, with larger powers (as Mr. Biddle, 
the- president of it said) than it ever before pos- 
sessed. ‘Thus invested, it commenced its course of 
speculation in stocks, in buying up State banks; 


' trading in flour, cotton, and beef; and expanding 


OO 


wnfortanate debtors, dnd poor-houses with pau- | 


re 


“were the highest fram 18 


its circulation beyond all former precedent. This 
Stimulated the local banks to expand their circula- 
tion, and the combined influence of all, was to 
produce overaction in all the business transactions 
in the country, and wild and extravagant specula- 
tion. But in 1837, the day of reckoning came, and 
all the banks suspended specie payments. 

In 1638 the banks resumed payments, and to regain their 
losses, entered at once, regardless of all the experience of the 
past, Into the broad field of expansion, speculation, and finan- 
cial operations, which only lasted till October, 1839, when the 
bubble again burst, and most of the banks in the country sus- 
pended; since that time they have lessened their circulation 
about thirty millions; a necessary consequence of which has 
been a stagnation of business,and a reduction of the price of 
property and of labor. 

r. Chairman: In view of the present and past condition of 
the country, ìt is not at all surprising that the people are deeply 
excited, and anxiously inquiring for the cause of those bit- 
ter calamities which have come upon them year after year 
From this inquiry they should not—they will not be diverted. 
lf we wonld address them on the subject, we should address 
their reason, and not their passions. Sir, let the Opposition do 
as they may, I am happy that the party with whom I have the 
honor to act, have no disguise, no catch words, no tricks—no 
reasons or motives to address to one class of men, or to one sec- 
tion of the country, that they do not address alike to all. They 
cast their broad banner to the winds of heaven, and whether it 
floats in the Northern or Southern, the Eastern or Western 
breeze, the eye of every beholder sees inscribed on its ample 
folds the great principles for which they àre contending, and on 
which they stake the great issue now before the people. And, 
sir, in conclusion, let me say to all the friends of this great mea- 
sure of reform, never doubt, never fear the people—they will 
vindicate their own sagacity, integrity, and competency for selt. 
government. 


REMARKS OF MR. MCKAY, 


OF NORTH CAROLINA. ~ 


CONCLUDED. 

As nearly allied this, is the foss which the 
Government sustainpd in the collgttion of the re- 
venue, either by the failure of/merchants to pay 


collectors or receivers. It wi 
ment No. 10, for the present 
from the first cause, that is, 


ssion, that the losses 
custom-house bonds, 
to 1829, of any term 
since the commencemenf of the Government, 
doubiless, in a great re, growing cut of the 
excessive mercantile jspfculations and failures of 
that period; and the t largest were from 1821 
to 1825, resultiug, probably, from like causes; 
while trom 1829 to 1833, a period of comparative 
regularity in trade, the losses were smaller than in 
any other term since 1809, and less than even from 
1793 to 1797, and from 1797 te 1801.” As to the 
second cause, it is stated in the same document, 


that— i 

“Among collecting officers, if looking to the amounts collect- 
ed, the largest losses were from 1797 to (801; next, from 1809 to 
1813; next, from 1817 to 1821; and next, from 1805 to 1809. 
The most numerous defaults, compared with the whole num- 
ber of that class in office, were from 1809 to 1813; next, from 
1805 to 1809; next, from 182] to 1825; next, from 1817 te 1821; 
and next, from 1825 to 1828. The ratio of them, from 1829 to 
1833, and from 1833 to 1837, was not one-fourth as large as in 
some of the periods just enumerated. Indeed, it was less than 
in any previous terms from the foundation of the Government, 
except four: and the number af such defaulters was less than 
in any presidential term since 1804.” 


And while on the subject of the losses suffered 
by the Government in the collection and manage- 


ment of the public revenues, ıt will be as weli, at 
once, also to notice the losses, either by deposite or 
disbursing officers, though they would be more ap- 
propriately introduced into his subsequent remarks. 
The same document says: 


“Losses appear to have occurred, from defaults amon 
officers, in every Administiation or presidential term, from the 
formation of the Government. Thus among disbursing offi- 
cers they are found in every term since 1789; among collecting 
officers, 1n each since 1793, and among deposite officers or banka, 
inallsince 1817. The largest amount of loss from each class, 
within the period described, has been by deposite officera, con- 
sisting of banks, and including, as the resolution requires, the 
depreciation on such ef their notes as were taken for the public 
dues. The loss by this class, at the luwest estimate, has ex- 
ceeded six millions and a halfof dollars, and adopting a com- 

utation made by a committee of the Heuse of Representatives 
in 1832, would equal thirty-five millions. The next largest 
amount of loss, as ascertained and computed by the proper bu- 
reaus, hasbeen by disbursing officers, and has been a little un- 
der five millions; and the least loss has been by collecting offi- 
eers, not much exceeding two millions. The aggregate of all 
these losses, taking the lowest estimates for banks, is about thir- 
teen milliona and ahalf. If, in connection with this subject, 
were considered the losses in collecting the revenue by the non, 
payment of bonds for duties, on which credit was given to mer- 
chants, something over seven and a half millionsof dollars must 
be added, increasing the aggregate to more than twenty-one 
millions. The proportionate losses by these classes have been 
thus: Those by the banks and by the duty bonds amount to more 
than two-thirds of the whole. The losses, either by the banks 
alone, or the merchants’ bonds alone, have been nearly as great 
as by both disbursing and colleciing officers; and either is more 
than threefold as great as by collectors and receivers, and seve- 
ral millions more than by them, not only from 1739 to 1837, but 
from 1789 to the present moment.” 

“The particular losses in each Presidential term being also 
desired by the resolution, they have been ascertained; and as 
they furnish a striking solution of some of the general causes 
of those losses, the periods in which the largest and some of the 
smallest ones happened among each class of public agents, may 
be usefully designated here. Among the banks, the largest 
Josses were from 1813 to 1817, then consisting entirely in de- 

reciation of notes taken; and next from 1821 to 1824, consist- 
ing then chiefly of deposites, while from 1829 to 1 and from 
1833 to 1837, they were smaller than in any period since 1813. 
Among disbursing officers, looking to the amount disbursed, the 
largest losses were from 1821 to 1825; next, from 1817 to 1821; 
and next, from 1809to 1813; and they were smaller from 1829 
to 1833, and from 1833 to 1837, than in any other term whatever, 
except from 1789 to 1793. The loss on each $:00 from 1829 to 
1833, was only nineteen cents, and from 1833 to 1837, only twen- 
ty-six cents; while in some previous terms, it was as high as 
two dollaraand sixteen cents. In this class the most numerous 
losses compared with all in office, were from 1817 to 1821; next, 
from 1821 to 1825; and next, from 1813 to 1817. The smallest 
proportion in this respect, except during the first two terms un- 
der the Constitution, was from 1829 to 1833, and except these, 
and the third term, the next smallest was from 1833 to 1837.” 


Such are the extraordinary results exhibited by 
that document. After all the clamor made by 
the Opposition respecting the number of defaulters 
during Jackson’s administration, and the losses 
growing out of their defalcations, who would have 
believed that both asto the number of defaulters and 
the amount of losses by them,that the two terms ofthat 
administration would aay ate so favorably with 
any that preceded them? And yet such is tbe fact. 
Gentlemen cannot escape from this conclusion by 
impeaching or doubting the verity of the docu- 
ment. All the charges which they make against 
the Administration, are founded on the official do- 
cuments, and as the latter are unsparingly used for 
the purpose of attack, it is surely nothing more than 
justice that they should be employed also for that of 
defence. But he would not press this any further, 
as he was not aware that the accuracy of the state- 
ments and tables in this document had been ques- - 
nue by any one, or that there was any reason to 

o it. 

It 1s true that the cases of Swartwout and Price, 
happening at the time they did, and the former 
Startling in amount, being upwards of a million of 
dollars, gave confidence to the Opposition in press- 
ing their charges an this ground, and caused many 
good men to confide in the exaggerated statements 
concerning these and other cases of defalcations; 
yet when the circumstances, under which those two 
officers beeame defaulters are fairly considered, 
though there may be some cause of complaint 
against the accounting officers of the Treasury, 
there can be none against either the head of that 
Department or the President; but he would net 
go into the investigation of that now. In his 
own Siate, and indeed district, the collector of the 
port of Wilming‘on, in the year 1820, became a de- 
faulter for the sum of $143,722 58, a sum, it seemed 
to him quite equal in magnitude to that of Swart- 
wut at New York, considering the amount of 
business at the two ports respectively; and he was 
not aware that any thing had been said about 
the case. He was certain that it had not formed 
the ground of attack against the President, Mr, 
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And it must not be forgotten that there was 
another circumstance which had done much to 
mislead the public mind on this subject. In the 
last Congress, the Plouse of Representatives had 
ordered the publication of an extra number. of 
copies of documentsNos. 111 and 297, each present- 
ing a very unfair view of the matters to which 
they related. The first, No. 111, contained the names 
of all collecting and deposite officers who were in 
default, including all whose accounts were un- 
settled onthe books of the Treasury, whether from 
accident, death, informality in vouchers, or actual 
indebtedness. ‘The second, 297, which was most 
extensively cit culated, contained copies of all let- 


ters written by the Secretary of the Treasury to | 


collectors and receivers, having reference not only 
to defalcations, but to omissions to comply with the 
laws and regulations established for their govern- 
ment, an d other irregularities. None of the letters 
received Srom the officers, offering reasons for the irre- 


gularitie? end delays complained of by the Department, | 
were given, as they were not called for by the terms of | 


the resolution, and thus, by this one sided correspond- 


| 


ence, faithful public officers were reported as de- | 


faulters. Bat enough of this. 

Let us resume an examination of the purposes to 
which the money in the Treasury had been applied. 
He had already said that Congress alone could ap- 
propriate. A great deal had been said in this de- 
bate about the estimates annually sent in by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, as fixing the responsibility 
of either Congress or the Executive, in regard to 
the amount of appropriations. The estimates were 
nothing more than mere statements of the sums 
of money, which, in the opinions of the heads of the 
several departments, would be required for the 
branches of the public service entrasted to their 
management, commonly providing pay for the em- 
ployees of the Government, and the purposes au- 
thorized by existing laws. Nothing can be inferred 
from the fact that the appropriations exceed the 
estimates. On recurrence to onr past history, it 
will be found that this has been usually the case, 
and it would be strange if it were not so. 
Congress alone can appropriate, it is upquestiona- 
bly a part of that power to designate the objects 
to which the appropriations shall be made. It is 
customary to confine the estimates to purposes au- 
thorized by law, or which had before, in some forin 
or other, received the sanction of Congress. It is 
true that the Executive may inclade in them appro- 
priations for new objects, or the recommendations 
of the Executive may, if adopted, render additional 
appropriations necessary; or if from any cause the 
publie moneys, after being appropriated, are either 
wasted or misapplied, in all sueh cases the Execu- 
tive is clearly rexpensible for any increase in the 
expenditures, which may be thus occasioned. He 
had no wish, of course, to see the appropriations 
go beyond the estimates. Yet be mast protest 
against the doctrine uttered here by some gentle- 
men, that tbey will not vote any money, unless it 
is asked for by the Executive. The practical effect of 
that doctrine would be to concede to the Execu- 
tive all power over the purse of the country; at 
any rate, to give to him the initiation of all mo- 
ney bills. 

Why, sir, the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. Bipp.e,] a few days ago, when a motion was 
pending before the Hone for the committal of the 
bill from the Senate making an appropriation for 
the removal of the raft in the Red river, argued 
with great ingenuity, that the Senate could not ori- 
ginate an appropriation bill; while others say that 
even this House must not appropriate, unless the 
money is asked for by the Executive. Tney have 
not, it is true, used such language, but such are the 
consequences that would flow from the doctrines 
they maintain. 

There is another aspect in which these estimates 
must be viewed, in order to judge rightly the re- 

sponsibility of the Execotive in making them, and 
which will also shed some light on the causes of 
the increase in our annual expenditures. These 
estimates vary from year to year, and from eauses 
either of a permanent or temporary kind. In the 
first place, they are affected by the legislation of 
Congress. For example: In the year 1832, an act 
was passed, authorizing the employment of a re- 


1 ime 


is eT Nasa a! 
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giment of mounted men. Of course, in the next 
year, the estimates of the Secretary of War would 
have to be increased to an amount sufficient for 
the pay, subsistence, &c. of the new corps. And 
the same remark will apply to the acts subsequently 
passed, making additions to the army. In the year 
1835, the pay of the naval officers was increased. 
In the next year, the Secretary of the Navy would 
have to increase his estimates for the pay of the 
navy accordingly. Another case: Congress passes 
an act directing the building of several new light- 
houses, in different parts of the Union. When 
this is done, it is obvious that the annual charge 
for the maintenance of the light-house establish- 
ment will be increased, as cther keepers must be 
employed, and more lamps, oil, &c. will be required. 
These additional charges will continue in the esti- 
mates until Congress changes its laws creating 
them. Take another case of a temporary charac- 
ter: Congress directs the building of a custom- 
house at New York, Boston, or other port, or com- 
mences the Treasury, Patent, or Post Office build- 


ing, in this city. Now, in all these cases, unless | 
the first appropriations were large enough, addi- | 


tional ones will be asked for in the estimates, until 


i| the buildings are finished, when these items will no 


: longer appear in them. i 
Again: the pnblic expenditures may be divided ' 


ee 


into two classes; first, those not affected by adminis- 
tration, such as the salaries of officers, &c. pen- 
sions, &c. fixed by law; second, those which are 


constantly affected by administration, depending not ' 


only upon the capacity and fidelity of the public 
agents, but also upon the state of the markets, &c. 
This latter class is a numerous one, and it is in this 
that there has been a large increase. Take, for ex- 
ample, the subsistence of the army and navy. 
Flour, beef, pork, &c. have to be purchased for their 
use. Do not all, at once, see that the amount of 
appropriation for this purpose will be regulated, in 
a great degree, by the prices at which those various 
articles can be purchased, and that those prices are 
constantly fluctuating? The same remark may be 
applied to the timber that has to be procured for the 
gradual improvement of the navy; to the materials 
‘which enter into the construction of our fortifica- 
tions, arsenals, and other public buildings, 
and the labor employed upon them; the cost 
of all, of course, depending upon the mar- 
ket value of the materials and labor. He would 
not pause to inquire into the causes of this fluc- 
tuation in prices. He was aware that there were 
many, and not tife least potent among them was the 
state of the currency, the prices of almost every 
thing rising or falling with its expansions and con- 
tractions. Be the cause what it may, the effect was 
the same, in producing, when the prices were high, 
a corresponding increase in the expenditures. The 
following table* will show the variations in the prices 
of beef, pork and flour, as ascertained from the 
prices paid for those articles, as component parts of 
the army and navy rations; and every one must ob- 
serve that the prices were highest when the 
currency was known to be most inflated; for 
instance, in the years 1836, 1837, and 1838. 
The first part of the table exhibits the ave- 
rage prices paid on account of the navy ration at 
the three stations of Boston, New York, and Nor- 
folk. The other part of the table shows the 
prices of the same articles, as component parts of 
the army ration at New Orleans, New York, and 
Boston. 

In further proof of what he had said, he would 
refer to a table prepared in 1822, showing the ave- 
rage cost per annum of each officer and soldier of 
the army, including the academic staff and cadets, 
from the year 1818 to 1822, inclusive, calculated 
upon the average strength of the army in 1818, and 
the actual expenditures in each year: 

1818. Expenditures not affected by Admi- 


nistration, - - - - $151 93 
Expenditures affected by Admini 

tration, - - - - 299 64 

$451 57 

1819. For expenditures under Ist head, - $158 72 

“ , “ “ aA “ - 275 98 

$434 70 

Reduced from-1818, - - 1687 

1820, For expenditures under Ist head, - $140 45 
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$315 49 
Reduced from 1818, - - 13569 
a 
1891. For expenditures under Ist head, - $136 62 
t u u Qd « - 150 40 
$287 02 
Reduced from 1818, a - 16055 
1982. For expenditures under 1st head, - $155 30 
“ $6 un“ 2d “ 144 16 
$299 46 
Reduced from 1818, - 152 11 
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It will be seen that there was some reduction in 
1819; and, continuing in 1820 and 1821, the average 
cost in the latter year was $160 55 less than in 1818 
—which would make a very material differente in 
the annual expense of maintaining an army of any 
strength. Now, it may be true, that some of this 
reduction was owing to the improved administra- 
tion of the War Department about that period; yet 


it is believed that more of it was produced by the 


commercial revulsion which commenced in the early 
part of 1819. Mr. Crawford, in his celebrated re- 


_ port of February, 1820, estimated that the circula- 


tion of the country in 1813 amounted to seventy mil- 
lions, and that in 1816 it had risen to $110,000,000; 
and he then remarks: “Such an increase will be 
followed by a general rise in the value of all arti- 
cles, especially of those which cannot be exported," 
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“Ifthose prices could be maintained—if they could be 
even protected against sudden reduction—they would 
be cause of gratulation, rather than of complaint. 
But the expansion of the currency, by the issue of 
bank paper, in a period of prosperity, will inevita- 
bly be succeeded by its contraction, in periods of | 
adversity.” Mr. Crawford further estimated, that, | 
at the close of the year 1819, the circulation had || 
been reduced to $45,000,000; and then says, that “a ; 
change so violent could not fail, under the most fa- 
vorable auspices in other respects, to produce much 
distress, to check the ardor of enterprise, and se- 
riously to affect the productive energies of the na- 
tion.” In confirmation of these views; he would 
again refer to a table, showing the prices of the 
principal articles forming the army ration, in those : 
ifferent years: b 
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It was time toreturntothe point from which he had 
digressed. Whathad been done with the mone | 
in the Treasury, notwithstanding the successive et- 
forts that were made to reduce its amount? In the 
first place, the whole ofthe public debt was paid off. 
The amount of that debt on the 1st of January, 1829, 
according to the Treasury report, was $58,416,418 
06, and as there were no payments on account of it 
between that day and the 4tn of March following, it 
follows that that sum was the arnount of the debt on 
the latter day, when Jackson’s administration com- | 


-menced. Of the principal thus due, $51,405,385 17 || 


| 


were paid before the 31st of December, 1832, being | 


more than double the amount of cae in any |} 
e balance was '} 


previous term of four years. 
id off as fast as it becarne due, or the certificates of | 
it were presented at the Treasury, and the whole of | 
the public debt, excepting a very small sum un- 
claimed, was thus extinguished before the 31st 
December, 1836. The amount of rene during 
the four years, from 1825 to 1828 inclusive, on ac- 
count of the principal of the public debt, was | 
$25,304,154 55, being at the rate of $6,326,038 63 
per annum; whereas the payments for the same pur- 
, from 1829 to 1832 inclusive, were $12,851,341 
f bo per annum. Even spread the payments made dur- 
ing the administration of Jackson, over both terms, 
and there will still be a larger annual payment than 
was made by any of his predecessors. It was true 
that as the principal of the debt was larger before 
1829, that the payments on account of the accruing 
interest, prior to that year, would be necessarily 
greater than they were subsequently. 
Here Mr. McKay was interrupted by Mr. 
hite of Kentucky, who said that the statements 
made by the gentleman from North Carolina were 
so extraordinary that he could not permit him to 
roceed without at once noticing them. Here Mr. 
ite read froma document which he held, the 
amount of payments on account of the public debt 
in each of the four years from 1825 to 1828 inclu- | 


MM Gags 


|| “were no material 


sive, showing an aggregate, during that term, of 
$45,303,533 83. Tegne, duning i 

While Mr. White was on the fioor, he was call- 
ed to order by Mr. Vanderpoel of New York, and 
the latter, by Mr. Stanly of North Carolina.] 

Mr. McKay resumed. The gentleman from 
Kentucky has not been attending to my remarks 
very closely, or he would not have misapprehended 
them as he seems to have done. When interrupted 
by him, he [Mr. McKay] was speaking of the 
payment of the principal of the public debt. He 
expressly admitted thatthe accruing interest was 


larger prior to 1829; and the learned gentleman | 
: from New York, [Mr. Barnard,] who sits just be- 


fore him, will recollect the admission, as he signi- 
fied his assent to the remark at the time, to be sure, 
for the reason, as he understood from a question 
now asked by him, that payment on account of the 
interest was equivalent to payment of the principal. 
Indeed it was so obvious, that the interest would be 
more during the one period than the other, that he 
did not think it necessary to. enlarge upon it. 
certainly had no wish or intention to misrepresent 
any thing on this subject. The simple truth alone 
was sufficient for his purpose. But even the tables, 
from which the gentleman read, are calculated to 
mislead, unless very carefully examined. 

As a proof of this, the gentleman read from 
one column of the tables, that in the year 1825, 


' there was a payment of $12,095,344 78, on account 
, Of the public debt, principal and interest. He for- 


got, or did not read from another column of the 
same tables, showing that $5,000,000 was borrowed 
that year for the purpose of that pias and thus 
the apparent payment of $12,095, 


78 wasreduced } 


to $7,095,344 73. He presumed thatmany ofthe vari- | 


ous loans, authorized at different times, had beenap- 
pied inthe same way; but what proportion of them he 

ad not the means of ascertaining. It may also be 
remarked here, that a part of the payments on ac- 


merely of the redemption of Treasury notes issned 
during those years. There was another view that 
might be taken of the public debt, which would con- 
trast the administration of General Jackson, in re- 
gard to it, still more favorably with any that pre- 
ceded it. It, was presented by the following state- 
ment, showing its increase or decrease during the 
term of each four consecutive years, from the com- 
mencement of the Federal Government to the 31st 
December, 1836, by a comparison of the amount of 
the debt as exhibited inthe public records at the 
beginning and close of eachterm. The amount of 
the public debt on the 1st red be 1791, being the 
first period at which it was stated, according to the 
Treasury report, was N 
$75,169,974 21 


Amount on 

ist Jan. 1793, 77,587,997 93 increase $2,418,023 72 
do 1797, 80,934,023 54 do 3,346,025 61 
do 1801, 82,000,167 36 do 1,066,143 82 
do 1805, 80,534,058 65 decrease 1,466,108 71 
do 1809, 56,732,379 81 do 23,891,678 84 
de 1813, 55,907,452 23 do 824,927 58 
do 1817, 115,807,805 48 increase 59,900,353 25 
do 1821, 91,294,416 50 decrease 24,513,388 97 
do 1825, 83,710,572 60 do 7,583,843 91 
do 1829, 58416418 05 do 25,304,154 55 
do 1833, 7,001,032 88 do 51,405,385 17 
And the balance of seven millions was paid off 


prior to the 1st of January, 1837, excepting a very 
small sum, say $127,807 55, notapplied for. Thus, 


': tense interest and of heartfelt gratulation. 


according to this statement, and supposing that there | 


the 4th of March following, the commencement of 
the several Presidential terms, or if there were any 
ayments between those days, that they were equal 
in the different terms, the debt was either increased 
or decreased, during each Administration, as fol- 
lows: 
It was increased during Washington’s adminis- 
tration - x - - 
During the four years of the elder 


Adams - - - - 
It was reduced during Jefferson’s 

eight years - - - 25,267,787 55 
During Madison’s Ist term -_ - 824,927 58 
It was increased during Madison’s 

second term - - - 59,900,353 58 
It wasreduced during Monroe’s eight 

years - - - 32,097,232 88 


During J. Q. Adams’s term - - 25,304,154 55 
During Jackson’s eight years ~ 58,416,418 05 

And to this latter sum might be added upwards 
of a million of dollars, paid in satisfaction of Vir- 


85,764,049 33 | 
1,066,143 82 || 


yments between the Ist of |: 
January and the close of each of those terms and | 


ginia Revolutionary claims. Also, between six 
and seven millions, or more, paid to the Cherokees 
and others, to procure a cession of their lands within 
the limits of Georgia, as the Government was 
bound by its compact with that State, made in 
1802, to extinguish the Indian title to the same 
as soon as practicable. Jic would not include 
the large sums that hei been paid during the same 

eriod to the States of Corneectient, Massachusetts, 

orth Carolina, and South «srolina, either for ser- 
vices or supplies during tse late war with Great 
Britain, as similar nayments had been made during 
former Administrations. This was a short history 
of the payment of the public debt. He did not in- 
tend to claim for Jackson’s administration any ex- 
traordinary merit in effecting its total extinguish- 
ment. Much might be conceded to the oneration of 
the sinking fund, first established in 1795. Indeed, 
it might be admitted that, “through every change 
of administration, and amidst all the revolutions of 


parien the extinguishment of the debt was a fun- 
He | 


amental maxim in the system of public credit of 
the United States.” But, after all these admissions, 
he still thought that the ceuntry would accord to 
General Jackson high praise tor the distinguished 
fidelity with which he had, during his administra- 
tion, applied all the means at the disposal of the Go- 
vernment to the extinction of the nation’ I debt. The 
venerable gentleman from Massachusets [Mr. 
Adams] in the report to which he had already so 
often referred, with equal magnanimity and 
justice, says: “To the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States, and, in a particular manner, to the, 
Representatives of the people in this House, the period 
of the total emancipation of the nation from the 
thraldom ofa public debt, will be a moment of ins 

o 
have co-operated in the accomplishment of this 
event, is a laudable object of ambition. To have wit- 


. nessed and contributed to its accomplishment, dur- 
count of the public debt from 1812 to 1822, consisted |: 


ing his own term of service, is a legacy of honor 
and integrity, which any public servant may be de- 
sirous of leaving for the memory of his children and 
the gratitude of posterity. Asa monument of good 
faith, active industry, and strenucus exertion for the 
fulfilment of public engagements, it is an ex- 
ample of morality, well worthy of that com- 
munity which was also the first among 
the nations of the earth to lay the fouundations of 
her Government upon the basis of freedom and the 
inalienable rights of human kind.” The next ap- 
plication of the money, which he would notice, was 
the deposite with the States, by the act of 23d June, 
1836, of $28,101,644 94. To this may be 
added about $3,500,000, given either to the States or 
their corporations, in the form of remission of duties 
on railroadiron. Mr. McKay said that he would go 
on tọ show that while the Government was doing all 
this—reducing the revenue—paying offa vast public 
debt, and depositing, or rather giving thirty-two mil- 
lionsto the States, it had made liberal appropriationsto 
public works and establishments, armories, arsenals, 
fortifications, navy yards, &c. that large sums had 
been appropriated to laying in materials for our 
navy—fitting out some of the noblest vessels in the 
world—arming our fortresses—rebuilding public 
edifices, and other objects assumed to be of a useful 
and national character, ‘Also, that many millions 
had been paid in extinguishing the Indian titles to 
lands within the States and Territories—an acqui- 
sition which will, in time, restore, by tenfold, the 


| sums paid out of the Treasury—which will give 


birth to a population which will refund annually, 
and forever, much more than the cost of the terri- 
tory. But let us Woes to the proofs of this, which 
will be best afforded by a comparative review, either 
of the condition of various branches of the public 
service before and since 1829, or the amount of ex- 
penditures in them, and in this way we may ascer- 
tain the principal items upon which there has been 
an increase. 

He would begin with the navy, which has been 
a favorite with the nation generally, since the last 
war with Great Britain. The amount of efficient 
naval force afloat, on the Ist of October, in each of 
the years 1829 and 1839 was as follows: à 
Vessels. Line. Razee. Frigates. Sloops. Steamers. Small vessels 
189 2 0 6 H 4 
1839 5 1 6€ 19 1 9 
And according to the estimates, the number of per- 
sons that it was proposed to employ and pay in 


those two years respectively, was as follows: a 
5 otal, 


Years. Officers. Petty officers, seamen, &c, 
1829 1,066 ; 
1839 1,184 6,631 7815 


iS that the number o l 
From this it appeared at the number of vesselg 
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appealed to the honorable gentleman, as he knew 


in service had been nearly doubled—that the 
number of officers had been increased since 1629, 
about 11 per cent. and of the petty officers, seamen, 
and others, about 26 per cent. or a general increase 
of about 23 per cent. of the number of persons em- 
ployed; and it is proper to mention here, that by the 
act of 30th of June, 1834, “for the better organiza- 
tion of the marine corps,” which is an arm of the 
navy, that the number of its privates was in- 
creased from 750 to 1,000; and also the appoint- 
ment of several additional officers, commissioned 
and non-commissioned, was authorized. Of the navy 

ards,of which there are seven in the United States, 
feing one at Portsmouth, Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, Washington, Norfolk, and Pensaco- 
la; each it is supposed that the improvements made at 
all of them, before 1829, were in value about 
$1,100,000 only. The improvements made since 
that year, “includes the completion of the dry docks; 
the adjacent wharves and the buildings and ma- 
chinery necessary for their convenient use at Bos- 
ton and Norfolk; of buildings for the preserva- 
tion of timber, which are from 60 to 65 feet in 
width; sixteen feet high, and which collectively 
measure about 4,800 in length, or sufficient to 


shelter about 3,500,000 cubic feet of timber, some | 


of those building are so constructed as to furnish 
additional room for joiners and other work-shops, 


sail, mould and rigging lofts; a very extensive 
rope walk and spinning house; turning house, with 
the most approved machinery for their convenient 
and advantageous use; store house for hemp; four 
neral store houses; four large mast and boat 
ouses and work shops; twe y dwellings for 
officers’ quarters; two new bnilding slips of ma- 
sonry and two of wood, replaced with masonry. A 
new ship-house, with the materials for a secend. 
Extensive quay walls of stone. The surface of 
the yards, by removing elevated parts and filling up 
others, which were formerly covered with water at 
ordinary tides, together with many other works of 
minor importance, but essentially useful for the 
convenient construction and equipment of a naval 
force, and for the preservation of materials and 
stores.” The value of the aforesaid improvements 
made at the different navy yards between the years 
1929 and 1839, being estimated at $4,890,000. The 
- official reports ‘of survey, in 1829 and. 1839, 
show that the value of materials and stores in the 
several navy yards, exclusive of provisions and 
clothing, which is wanted for current use, and of 
stores on foreign stations, was as follows: In 1829, 
$4,498,917; in 1889, $6,546,655, showing an increase 
of nearly fifty per cent. Now, all this could be ef- 
fected by liberal appropriations only, and of course 
made by Congress. The growing commerce of the 
country, penetrating into every sea,had,in the opinion 
of many, required an additional naval force for its 
protection; and hence Congress did, by various acts, 
provide for it. Now it must not be forgotten, that, 
in 1835, the pay of the navy was increased; and in 
1836, the exploring expedition was authorized, and 
both those acts contributed to swell the expenditures 
for the naval service. He did not know that any 
one of the Opposition complained of those expendi- 
tures, for the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. ise] 
told us the aher day, that if he had his way, he 
would vote twenty-five millions per anpum for the 
use of the navy instead of five. He would pass on 
to the other public establishments, which have been 
provided for the purpose of national defence. Of 
these, the most prominent are the fortifications on 
the Atlantic and on the lake shores, sixty-three in 
number, of which fifty-one are finished, and 
twelve are now building. In the erection or repair 
of those works, there has been expended, from 1789 
to 1838 inclusive, $24,542,552 25; of which $9,690,- 
878 30 were in the ten ra from 1829 to 1838. 
He did not include in the number of fortifications, 
the ten or eleven posts on the Western frontier, and 
in the interior, nor did he include in the aggregate 
of expenditures the amount that had been expended 
upon those posts or upon the numerous barracks, 
quarters, storehouses, and other needful buildings 
which are under the superintendence of the 
Quartermaster’s Department. 

Before 1929, there weretwo armories and fourteen 
arsenals in different of the Union, the grounds, 
buildings, and machinery of which were, in that 

ear, valued at about $1,871,745. Sincethattime there 
has been constructed (including one or more that 
are building) eight other arsenals, andthe two armo- 
ries and the first fourteen arsenals have been greatly 
improved by the enlargement of their sites, construc- 
tion ot workshops, quarters, barracks, and buildings 
PCP 


enerally, with the erection of machinery, by which 
the estimated value of the whole has been increased 
to $3,723,336. The following statement will exhibit 
the amount of the several kindsof ordnance and 
ordnance stores on hand on the 4th of March, 1829; 
and also the additions that have been made thereto 
since that yen: 
A STATEMENT of several kinds of ordnance and ord- 
nuance stores; the firat column oshibiting ihe amount of each 
that was in hand on the 4th of March, 1829, the second what 
has beensince added. 


Heavy cannon iron -~ . - 1555 1,516 
Field do - a - i . : 946 310 

eavy carriages, withimplementscom-: ` 

plete - : X . - 216 1,009 
Musk TA wS I geesi 36061 

uskets, with appen: complete - 611 
Rifles, assorted, ith m io - 31,123 23 183 
Carbines, with do . 1,028 8,933 
Pistols, with do - 25,653 26,001 
Swords and Sabres, - - + 20,660 989 
Sets Infantry accoutrements, complete — 58,581 
Bets Cavalry de. do - — 989 
Sets Rifle do do - = 25,839 
Cavalry cartridge boxes . - 289 21.681 
Holsters, pairs - : - - 335 20,912 
Sabre belts . - - - 3,843 46.978 
Cannon powder, pounds . - 666,007 1,067,003 
Muaket do - - - 313,924 373 
Rifle do . : - 49399 164,577 


"Fhere has been issued to the States under the law 


of 1808, for arming and equipping the whole body , 


of the militia {since the 1st of January, 1829,to the 31st 


of December, 1839, ordnance and ordnance storés | 


amounting in value to $2,405,715. And as explain- 
ing in part the cause of the increased expenditure 
for military service, he would barely allude tothe 
additions which had been made to the army of the 
United States during the late and present Adminis- 
trations. The first act that was passed for that pur- 
pore was in the year 1832, on the motion of a mem- 

r from Nlinois [Mr. Duncan] then and now in the 
ranks of the Opposition, by which authority was 
given to the President to raise a regiment of mount- 
ed rangers, subsequently converted into a regiment 
ef dragoons. The other acts of 1836 and of 1538 are 
so recent, that their provisions are likely familiar to 
the committee. 

He would next pass to the works which have 
been executed to facilitate the commerce of the 
country, such as light-houses, roads, and the im- 
provement of harbors and rivers. An official state- 
ment before him shows that in the erection of 
light-houses from 1789 to 1838, there had been ex- 
pended $6,474,775 45, of which nearly one-half, 
say $3,085,145 42 was from 1829 to 1838; and the 
consequence of this large expenditure has been an 
increase in their number. Thus, in 1828, there 
were 133 light-houses, and 16 floating lights; in 
1837, 192 light-houses, 24 floating lights; and in 
1840 there were 237 light-houses, of which 17 
were double lights, and one treble, and thirty float- 
ing lights. It must be obvious to all that this in- 
crease in the establishment would necessarily in- 
volve era expense for its support. Hence in 
1829, the total amount paid for salaries of keepers, 
superintendents and contingencies, was $123, 93. 
In the same year the cost of lamps, oil, &c. was 
$43,615 65. In 1837, the first class of expenditure 
was $230,573 43; the second was $69,428 58. In 1839 
the first class had increased to $323,154 68, and 
the second ta $108,856 The gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Cushing] admitted 
a few days ago that his party generally voted 
in favor of appropriations for light-houses as 
well as those for purposes of internal improvement. 
This was a fair and candid admission, but the 
gentleman endeavored to neutralize the effect of it, 
by stating at the same time, that at the session of 
1835 and ’36, two bills had heen reported by friends 
of the Administration, one by the chairman of the 
Military Committee for fortifications, and the other 
by Mr. Gillet of New York, from the Committee 
on Commerce, for custom-houses; which, if they had 
passed, would have caused approprinicis to the 
amount of ten millions or more. Now what were the 
facts? Mr. Gillet had not reported a bill for such a 
purpose from any committee, but had merely sub- 
mitted an amendment, to be offered toa bill that 
had been reported to the House by a colleague, [Mr. 
Phillips,] of the gentleman from Massachusetts the 
amendment simply designating a number of places 
where custom-housesshould be built, withoutnaming 
any appropriation at all. With respect to the bill re- 
po by the chairman [Colonel Johnson] of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, it was a copy of 
one that had also originated in the Senate, and 
passed that body, a majority of the Tien Se- 
nators, including the two from Massachusetts, 


[Messrs, Webster and Davis] voting for it, and he 


that he had re-examined the facts, to say if this 
is not a true statement of them. 

(Mr. Cusmina said that he believed the gentleman 
from North Carolina had fairly stated the facts, ac- 
cording to his recollection of them. He added, that 
at the time spoken of by Mr. McKay, there were in 
the House of Representatives, three fortification bills, 
one reported by Mr. Cambreleng, from the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means, for (he believed) about 
$1,900,000; a second, by Colonel Johnson, from the 
Committee on Military Affairs, for about $1,000,000, 
and a third, from the same committee, in place of 
the second, for about two and a quarter millions. 
These were the fortification bills to which Mr. C. 
had referred on a former occasion. ‘Phere was a 
Senate bill at the same time, of substantially the same 
tenor as the last mentioned. Mr. C. believed it was 
true, as Mr. McKay suggested, that a majority of 
the pd on Senators, including the two from 
Massachusetts, had voted for the bill on the question 
of its final passage; but so also, in addition, had, in 
ae the friends of the Administration in the Se- 
nate. 

Mr. McKay resumed. Now in regard to internal 
improvements, he had already stated that the power 
to make them had been first exercised by Congress 
between the years 1809 and 1812, commencing with 
the Cumberland road, and though the power had 
been since constantly opposed, yet it embraced, at 
this time, within its limits, works in almost every 
partof the Union. In the years 1825 to 1628, the 
average annual expenditure was about $500,000. 
In the years 1833 to 1836 it was $1,500,000. And 
the whole amount of expenditure by the General 
Government for this purpose was $18,540,183 87; 
of which $14,533,355 has been within the last ten 
years. Indeed it is almost certain, as he had before 
said, that had it not been for the firmness of the late 
President, the expenditure, within the latter period, 
would have been much larger, and that the Govern- 
ment now might have been burdened with a heavy 
public debt, mainly contracted in the prosecution of 
an extensive system of internal improvements. He 
would not ape a description of the various 
works which had been executed, but would merely 
show that the money which had been appropriated 
by Congress to make them had been fatthfo ly a 
plied by the Executive; and, to do this, he wou 

uote the admission of a distinguished opponent of 
the Administration. Mr. Clay, in his reply to the 
Recorder and citizens of Buffalo, asente ta re- 
ceive him, in July, 1839, said: NS 

“I have been very glad, during my voyage upon this lake, 
to find that an erroneous impression hasexisted in my mind as 
to the improvement of harbors. I had feared that the expen- 
ditures of publie money had been often wasteful and unneces- 
gary upon works on tie lake ehores. There are probably a 
few instances in which it might have been properly avoided; 
but I am now fully persuaded that, in the general, the expen- 
diture has been necessary, wise, and salutary.” 

And here he must notice a remark that was 
made last night by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Corwin,] that his party voted in favor of appropria- 
tions for those works, as they were for the use of the 
people, but that the friends of the Administration 
ae money for the benefit of the office holders 
oniy. 

To say nothing of the character ofthis remark, 
how is it supported by facts? Did not the gentle- 
manand many of his friends vote for several of 
the propositions that have, from time to time, been 
made, to increase the compensation of the office 
holders? Did not a majority of his party vote for 
the “Actto regulate the pay of the navy of. the 
United States,” approved 3d March, 1835, by which 
an addition of from three to five hundred thousand 
dollars* was annually made to the aggregate pay of 
the naval officers? Did not the gentleman’s party, 
or at least many of them, vote for the “Act to regu- 
late the compensation of certain officers of the reve- 
nue cutters? and, also, for the amendment to the 
general appropriation bill of 1837, granting addi- 
tional pay to the clerks in the several public offices? 
Sir, the journals of the House will Aow that they 
did, for in looking over thema few days ago, (he 
trusted from no idle or impertinent curiosity—cer- 
tainly from no invidious motive,) he observed that 
the name of the able gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 
pvans,) who Seen ee was oe in the af- 
irmative on these and various other propositi 
of a kindred character. ee 


*The Fourth Auditor has since informed me that 
the i of the oe E Se referred to, has 
caused an annual charge on the T of abou 
$500,000, ae 


a O O} y 


ae oe ee ee 
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And here he must notice the very large sums 
which have, within the last few years, been ex- 
ded in the construction of durable and other 
uildings, such as those for the Treasury, Patent, 
and Post Office, and branch mints, &c. In the 
erection of custom-houses alone, there had been ex- 
nded, up to March, 1829, $648,764 25 only; since 
aa year E1 a36,474 92. It was true thai a con- 
siderable proportion of the latter sum had been 


laid out upon two magnificent structures in Boston ` 


and New York, yet he recollected perfectly weli, 
that when a motion was made in the session of 
1836, by an honorable member from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Underwood,] to limit the cost of the former, 
it was defeated b 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Cushing,] and others. 


In the Indian 
deal done; and the treaties which have been nego- 
tiated with several of the tribes, have formed a chief 
object of expenditure during the late and present 
Administrations. The policy in which those trea- 
ties originated, was always a part of the fundamen- 
tal policy of the Government, from Washington’s 
administration down. A new impulse, however, 
was sen to it by the act of the 28th of May, 1830, 
which provided “for an exchange of lands with the 
Indiaris residing in any of the States or Territories, 
and for their removal west ofthe Mississippi river.” 
He believed that the Opposition generally were op- 
posed to that act, though the distinguished gentle- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Bell,] who is now act- 
ing with them, was at that time a supporter of the 

inistration, and took an active and leading 
in earrying it through. In the execution of 


Put act, twenty-two millions nine hundred and |! 
fifty-three thousand five hundred and five dollars |! 


have been expended, in the purchase of one hun- 
dred and sixteen millions five hundred and sixteen 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven acres of 
land from the Indians residing in the Statesand Terri- 
tories, and in the removal of those Indians to the 
new homes provided for them west of the Missis- 
sippi. There had been expended for similar pur- 
poses, prior to 1829, three millions six hundred and 
ninety-five thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight 
dollars only. He presumed that the representatives 
ofthe States in the South and West—from which 
the Indians had been removed, would not object to 
the expenditure, as the object of it had been to ame- 
liorate the condition of the Indians themselves, to 
rid those States of a troublesome population, and to 
acquire for settlement within their limits, a large 
body of Tich and valuable land. Indeed his ewn 
State had been benefited by these acquisitions, as 
by the Cherokee treaty she obtained possession of a 
territory about forty miles in length, with an ave- 
rage width of from twenty-five to thirty miles, and 
is supposed to contain about 700,000 acres.* 
Jadge White of Tennessee, who was chairman of 
the Committee on Indian Affairs during the time 
that those treaties were negotiated, when ing 
on this subject in the Senate on the 16th of February, 
1835, said: 


“Sir, the honorable Senator from South Carolina, 
in some of his remarks, has not done justice, as 1 
think, to the Chief Magistrate. He says he came 
into power on the principles of reform and retrench- 
ment, and that he was bound to or them out; in- 
stead of which the expenditures of Government are 
doubled. Sir, he was not bound to do more than 
man could perform. One cause of an increase of ex- 
penditure in the Indian Department, has been fairly 
Stated by the Senator from Missouri. It furnishes 
matter for praise—none for censure.” And that we 
may estimate properly the responsibility of the Ex- 
ecutive for the increase of the public expenditures, 
he would present to the committee a few more de- 
tails, in that class of them, the amount of which is re- 

lated almost entirely by the legislation of Congress. 
Take the case of pensions of all kinds—for which 
there had been pad from 1789 to 1838 inclusive, 
$41,595,117 57; of which, $22,244 507 44 were within 
the last ten years. In the four years from 1825 to 
1828, the payments for pensions were $4,692,116 53. 
In the years 1833 to 1836 they were $12,790,946 98. 
Now this enormous increase was occasioned prin- 
cipally by the “Act supplementary to an act for the 
relief of certain surviving officers and soldiers of 


*Of this land, one hundred and ninety-five thou- 
sand four hundred and four and a half acres, toge- 
ther with eight town lots of half an acre each, were 
sold in 1838 from $332,591 93, 


the votes of the gentleman from | 


ent there has been a great i 
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the Revolution,” approved "th of June, 1832, intro- 
duced by an pid carat Senator, pir. Foote of 
Connecticut,] and voted for general y by his party, 
and the act of 1836, also introduced by an Opposi- 
tion Senator, [Mr. Tomlinson.] The only agency 
which the Executive had in making those payments, 
was to see that the laws in regard to them were 
faithfully executed, and that the claims for pensions 
should be fairly and fully examined and decided 


upon, in conformity to the laws allowing them. | 


| When the bill to continue the office of Commissioner 


of Pensions was before the House, some weeks ago, 
gentlemen of both parties united in the expression 
of an opinion favorable to the character of that offi- 
cer, (Mr. Edwards;] so that, in all probability, the 
Government has suffered no loss from the manner 
in which those laws have been executed. Take 
another item of expenditure—the three and two 


per cent. funds, as they are called, payable | 


to the new States, or for their benefit, out 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, within their respective limits, according 


to the several laws admitting those States into the | 


Union. In the years 1825 to 1828, the amount of 
this 5 per cent. fund was $695,100 19 only. In the 
years 1833 to 1836, it was five hundred per cent. 
larger, being $3,874,876 03. Surely the Executive 
is not responsible for this, as the expenditure is di- 
rected by law, and the increase of it in these latter 


years resulted from the very heavy saleswhichthen : 


occurred. He might here speak of the large sums 
which, within the last few years, have been paid 
out of the Treasury on account of trust fina 
that is, moneys received in trust for Indians, 
&c. and also of the moneys recovered from foreign 
Governments as indemnities, neither of which were 
properly expenditures, but as they were received 
into the Treasury, they had to be paid out again 
when called for, and this served to add to the gene- 
ral aggregate of expenditures; but as they had been 
fully explained by others, he would not say any 
thing further about them. He would proceed to 
another class of expenditures, over which the Exe- 
cutive has a greater control, and for the amount of 
which he is, therefore, more certainly responsible; 
for instance, the diplomatic expenses. In the 
years 1825 to 1828, they were $575,776 03. In 
the A ys 1833 to 1836 they were a little less, being 
$573,464; and although those expenses have 
continued nearly stationary, all will agree that the 
late and present Administrations have conducted 
our foreign relations with ability and success. In 
addition to the many commercial treaties and con- 
ventions, which have been formed, there has been 
received into the Treasury, within the lastten years, 
from foreign nations $7,173,016 71 as indemnities to 
our citizens for spoliationson their property andrights. 
The whole amonnt received for the same purpose, 
from the organization of the Government, up to 
1829, was $9,954,960, including the amounts which 
the United States assumed to pay to her citizens, 
underthe convention with France, of the 30th April, 
1803, for the purchase of Louisiana, and also under 
the treaty with Spain, for the purchase of Florida. 
With respect to the additional clerks in the Execu- 
tive Departments here, about which a great deal 
has been said, it is clear that the necessity for their 
employment arises from the new and increased 
duties devolved upon those departments. Take the 
case of the Post Office Department. Can an 

one suppose that the same number of clerks, whic 

in 1828, examined all theaccounts ofthe deputy post- 
masters, when they were 7,651, could do it in 
1839, when the number of postmasters had in- 
creased to 12,780? Again: can any one suppose 
that the same number of clerks would be necessa 

in the Pension Bureau in the years 1828 and 1839, 
when in the former, the pensioners were 16,177, and 
in the latter year, 43,974. The same inquiry might 
be made in regard to allthe other Departments, and 
pattirulanif ar to the War Department, and the bu- 
reausattached toit. He would examine another class 
of expeditures, over which the Executive has no con- 
trol whatever; those appertaining to the Judiciary 
and Congress, co-ordinate and independent depart- 
ments of the Government. In the years 1825 to 
1828, the expenditures for the Judiciary were 
$915,417 07. In the years 1833 to 1836, they 
were $1,491,262. Here is an increase, ocasioned 
by an extension of the system; the establishment 
of new circuits and districts, and of course addi- 
tional offices, besides the augmenting business of the 
country. As to Congress: first taketthe per diem 
pay and mileage of members fixedfby law. The 
amount of compensation received hy themin the 
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years 1825 to 1828 was $1,566,122 80. In the 
the years 1833 to 1836, it was $1,963,209, and in 
the two years 1837 and °38, it had risen to 
31,507,500 60. Here also is a very considerable 
increase, and in explanation of it, is to be stated 
the facts, that the number of members in both 
Houses had been increased; that the sessions 
have been longer, from various causes, and that the 
expenditures in the last two years were affected by 
the extra session holden in 1537. The same or a 


| greater rate cf increuse is exhibited in the contin- 


i! gent expenses of the two Houses. 


| 


i of the Judiciary or of Congress. 


i 
| 


‘In the years 1825 to 1828, they were $387,530 29. 
In 1833 to 1836, they were $967,916, and in 1837 
and ’38, they were $786,287 98. The contingent 
expenses of the Senate in 1829 to 1832, were $105,- 


| 758. In 1833 to 1836, when the Opposition had, 


l 


in that body, a clear and undisputed inajority, they 
rose up to $267.966. The increased expenditure 
for stationery alone, in this House, is extraordina- 
ry. In 1837, it was $33,786. In 1839, it was $76,- 
287 98. Surely no one will hold the Executive 
responsible for this increase in the expenses either 
But he would 
quit these details, as a further enumeration of 
them would merely ‘show to what purposes the 
money had been appropriated by Congress. He 
had heretofore observed that the money had been 
collected from the people, and must be spent. Mem- 
bers of Congress might reasonably differ as to the 

urposes to which it should be applied. He had 
himeelf opposed many of the appropriations, on the 


| ground that they were improvident, and some of them 


} 


were for unconstitutional and unworthy objects. 
He was satisfied that the expenditures were larger 


‘| than they ought to be—that an annual saving of 


perhaps several hundred thousand dollars might 
be effected in the expenses of Congress alone—and 


` he would seize the first favorable occasion that 
| would occur, to present to the House at large his 


= 


| views on the subject of retrenchment. 


He had 
heretofore stated that the late President, and at 
least a majority of his friends, had been in favor 
of bringing down the revenues of the Govern- 
ment to its wants, economically administered. Is 
it true, then, that they alone have made these appro- 
priations? Did those gentlemen in the Opposition, 
who now clamor so much about extravagance, vote 
for none of them? Sir, the journals of the two 
Houses will show conclusively that, on the passage 
of all bills and resolutions involving an ex- 
penditure of money, that a larger majority of 
the opponents of the Administration voted’ affir- 
matively. He had intended to have prepared 
and exhibited a statement of the yeas and nays 
on most of the leading questions upon which they 
were taken, arranging the names of the members 
sorore oe divisions, but he had been an- 
ticipated on this point by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Horgins,) and would therefore decline 
it. It cannot be pretended that the late President 
had a majority in the two Houses, during his ad- 
- ministration, and is thus to he held responsible 
for what was done in the way of the appro- 
priations of the public moneys. It is notorious 
that, in 1830 or 1831, in the secession from his party 


: Of some Southern and Western politicians, the Pre- 


sident was left ina minority in the Senate, and 
continued so until the winter of 1836—indeed, that 
he “never had a majority in both Houses, fre- 
quently a majorly in neither.” In support of this, 
he would quote the opinion of a venerable Senator, 
whose death has just been announced to the 
country. Judge ite of Tennessee, on the oc- 
casion before referred to,after speaking of the ex- 
penditure in the Indian Department inthe manner 
already quoted, said: 


“How is it asto others? He has been against a tariff for pro-' 
tection merely; he has been opposed to the system of internal 
improvement; he has been against the bank; in short, he has 
been against the exercise of those constructive and doubtful 
powers which create so much discord among ourselves, and 
such heavy drains upon your Treasury. He has enforced hie 
opinions with'an ability and zeal seldom either equalled or 
surpassed. Why then, it isasked, has he not succeeded fe 
cording to his wishes? Because he alene could not accompli 
his wishes. I fearlessly appeal to every man who hears me, 
that, from the time he first came into power, to this momen 
he never had, at any time, a majority in both Houa, te- 
quently a majority in neither. Members come m Sa een 
under one set of colors, and, when here, fight un tle > 
At elections they get votes under the Jac e iea me nea 
here, they are independent, and act apon aar à bb Xilene’s 
they approve. Every man brings yian ma Afis collar ae itis 
vegetable acid, and all he has orh aia When he is called to 


| called, with a few drops, pt ed in vain. Sound the Jackson 


the Jackson ranks, he is 
whistle in Congress, and 


the Jackeon men do not epring, as it 
were, out of the ground, 


to their posts, like those of Roderick 
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Dhe. They will not come; no note can be sounded so loud as 
w make thom kear and atiend. Inateat of this, in defiance of 
his known wishes, they vote appropriauon upon appropriation 
for mada and canals, and, not being able to vote enough to 
intimelace him in the course of aix davaoi the week, they spend 
Saterday naught, and until after sunrwe on Sunda morning, ap- 
parently to create an influence they think he dare noi resist. 
Pirm asa rock, he stood upon his principles; he used his only 
powera, the veta, again and again. Whatthen? He ischarged 
wuh being a tyrant, a despot, fur oo other offence but using nis 
only powers w check these very expenditures now com- 
plained of. 

“lappa! to those in Congress, tron: 1829 till now, whether, 
among the most able advucatea for internal improvements, 
there were not some profeaiag to ve, and f have uo doubt sin- 
edrety, decided irtenda of his Adminisuation? Why, then, 
ehouid be de censured for an increase of expenditures which he 
had mosi anxiously endeavored to prevent, and which, to a very 
greai extent, ho has actually prevesied, under circums:ances 
where no other man would have dared toset up hie individual 
opinions against the expressed will of the majority of the 3e- 
nate and House of Representatives? 


“Sir, his friends in Congress have been all shades, colors, and 
ames; Jackson-tariff and anu-tarifi; internal improvement and 
anti-internal improvemen:; Bank and anti-Bank; and, although 
ba had, ar the elecuon wunda, a party large enough, in his 
name, to hear down all 
party large enough to do any thing. I remember once, when 
one of these groai questions was deliberating, | was walking 
behind the colonnade where now vou sii, and a brother Sena- 
tor of different politics joined me: ie askel me how I thought 
the question under discussion would be decided. I toid him I 
dtd not know. Why, sayshe, don't you kuow how your par- 
ty wil vote? TE answered that I did not; when I tried to count 
them, I was reminded of an anecdote I aad had heard of a black 
man, who had been sent by his master on a coid morning to 
feed the pigs. When he returned, his master addresaed him: 
“Peter, were all the pigas up to be ted??? “Don’t know, massa,” 
eays Peter. “Why, did’s you count them?” mays the master. 


ofore them, yet here he never had a ;; 


“I did count ’em ail, massa, but one little spotted fellow, and he | 


kept such runnin about I could’at couat him.” 


“Bir. Presideat, I hope to hear no more such complaints. 
Gentlemen on this fluor are not aware of the credit to which 
the Chiaf Magistrate is entitled for the stand he took agains 
friends and opponents, in maintenance of the great principles 
wpon which he was brought into power.” 


And as a further proof of the assertion that the 
late President “never had, at any time, a majority 
in both Houses,” he would appeal to the election of 
Printer to the two Houses, during the whole of his 
administration. 
which that election usually produces. Of the sum 
of $1,208,888 17, paid by Congress for printing, in- 
cluding books for the use of the membe 
4th of March, 1829, to December, 1839, 
es was received by Blair and 
was 
der, 


Green, and the greater part of it while he 
REET the Administration; and the remain- 
567,916 39, by Gales and Seaton, ifcluding 


what was paid to them in the name of Thomas | 


Allen. 


But he must bring his remarks to a close. He 
had already extended them much further than he 
intended when he obtained the floor to aadress the 
committee, x 

As the charge of extravagance, which he had 
been examining, was a general one, as no specifica- 
tions had been a:tempted, he might have met it by a 
general denial. Gentlemen in the opposition 
sought to alarm the country by the cry of waste and 
profligacy inthe public expenditures. The time 
would come when the people would require them 
to substitute facts for assertions, e had de- 
signed, in the review wnich he had taken of the 
course of the late and present Executive upon 
the subject, to show that, during the whole of their 
Administrations, no new duty, tax, or charge 
of any kind had been laid; that, on the contrary, 
many of the old ones bad been repealed, and all of 
them greatly reduced, and in the progress of further 
reduction; that while some of the expenditures may 
have been improvident, and others upon unworth 
objecis, yet that the whole of the public debt had 
been paid off; that thirty-two millions had been 
piven to the States; that all the public establishments 

ad been strengthened and improved; that large 
bodies of valuable land had been purchased in seve- 
ral of the States and Territories, that upwards of 
sixty thousand Indians, consisting of small, but in- 
dependent tribes, had been emigrated to the west of 
the Mississippi; and that although the receipts and 
expenditures have been large, that the losses sus- 
tained by the Government, either in the collection 
safekeeping, or disbursement of the money, was 
less than during any prev.ous period. Such was 
the showing on the part of the late and present Ad- 
ministrations. He would not anticipate the verdict 
of the country, but he thought that a virtuous 
and intelligent constituency would award to the 
President, and his immediate predecessor, and at 
least a mors o their political friends, a triumphant 
acquittal on this charge of extravagance. 


Every one knows the excitement | 


from the ; 
19,725 25 | 
Rives, $321/216 53 ` 
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Statement of votes in Congress on various objects 
of extraordinary appropriations, from 1831 to 
1837. It is believed that an examination of all 
other votes, upon which the yeas and nays were 
taken, would exhibit the same result. 

The act authorizing a subscription to the Docu- 
mentary History of the American Revolution, was 
rejected inthe House of Representatives in the 
session of 1831-’32, (see journal, p. 934,)—yeas 88, 
nays 94. The number of ante fackson members 
voting in the affirmative, was 72, and, in the nega- 
tive 11. The act was subsequently passed, and _ in- 
volves an expenditure of at least five hundred 
thousand dollars, according to the rate at which the 
first volume has been paid far. The amount already 
expended under it is twenty-five thousand six hun- 
dred and two dollars for onevolume. The number 
of volumes is not limited the contract, theugh 
the publishers have pro 
twenty. 


The “Act supplementary to the act for the relief i 


of certain surviving officers and soldiers of the Re- 


volution,” approved 7th June, 1832, passed the | 
House of Representatives—yeas 128, nays 45. Of | 


those who voted in the affirmative, 60 were se 
to the Administration, and 67 friendly to it. Of the 
negatives 20 were opposed to the Administration, 
and twenty-five friendly to it. 

In the Senate, the same bill was passed—yeas 24, 
nays 19. 
nents of the Administration; and in the negative 


there were but two, at that time, ranked with the | 


Opposition. 

Fhe aggregate amount already expended under 
this law is $11,922,232. - 

The act authorizing a subscription to the stock of 
the Alexandria Canal Company, approved 25th 
June, 1832, was ordered toa third reading in the 
House of Representatives—yeas 90, nays 78. In 
the affirmative were 69 anti-Jackson members, 
and in the negative 11. 

In the Senate, the same act passed—yeas 38, nays 
5. Twenty-two anti-Jackson Senators voted in the 
affirmative, and not one in the negative. 

This act appropriated one hundred thousand dol- 


TS. 
The act authorizing the President of the United 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Appropriation Bill—Mr. McKay. 


April, 1849. 
H. of Reps. 


at + 

proved June 15, 1832, passed the Senate, yeas 30, 

nays ll. Eighteen anti-Jackson Senators voted for 

the hill, and three against it. oe 
The yeas and nays were not taken on this bill, in 
' the House of Representatives. 

The regiment of rangers was subsequently con- 
verted into one of dragoons, and has caused an an- 
nual expenditure of about $300,000: 

The “Act in addition to the act vesting in the Cor: 
poration of the city of Washington, allthe rights of 
the Washington Canal Company,” | Slat 
' May, 1832, was passed in the House of Representa- 
tives—yeas 99, nays91. The number of anti-Jack- 
son men voting in the affirmative, was 70, in the 
negative 13. 

The expenditures under this act is $150,000. 

The act to improve the navigation of the Potomac 
river between Georgetown and Alexandria, ap- 

roved March 2d, 1833, was passed, in the House of 

epresentatives—yeas 105, nays 69. In the afirma: 
tive, were 66 of the Opposition members, and ih thé 
negative 11. 

The expenditure under thia act was $150,000. 

The joint resolution providing for the continua- 
tion of Gales and Seaton’s Compilation of State Pa- 
pers, approved 2d March, 1833, passed the Senate— 
yeas 22, nays 9. Eighteen of the Opposition Sena- 
iors voted in ihe affirmative, and one in the nega- 
tive, 

The expenditure under this act, was $145,606, 

The “Act for the benefit of the City of Washing- 
ton,” (for payment of interest on Holland debt,) ap» 
proved June 28th, 1834, passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives, yeas 98, hays 78. In the affirmatiyé 
were fifty-three Opposition members, and in the 
negative eleven. ‘The same bill passed the Senate, 
yeas 21, nays 19. In the affirmative were eighteen 
Opposition Senators, and in the negative eight. 

he expenditure under this act was $70,000. 

The “Act for the better erganization of the ma- 
rine corps,” approved June 30th, 1834, passed the 
Senate, yeas 25, nays 12. In the affirmative nine- 
teen Opposition Senators voted, and in the negative 
one. is act caused an annual expenditure of 
about $70,000, exclusive of an addition to the pay 
of the officers of the corps by other aets. 

The “Act to regulate the pay of the navy of the 
United States,” approved March 3d, 1835, was 

toa third reading in the Senate, yeas 29, 
nays 12. In the affirmative there were twenty-one 
anti-Jackson members, and in the negative only 
three. The same bill passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives, yeas 117, nays 103. In the affirmative 


States to raise a regiment of mounted tangers, 


that it shall not exceed || 


61 were anti-Jackson members, and in the negas 
tive fourteen. The Fourth Auditor estimates that 
this act caused an increased annual expenditure of 
about $500,000. 
| The act authorizing the exploring expedition 
| to the South Seas and Pacific ocean, approved May 
14th, 1836, was passed in the House of Represen- 
| tatives, yeas 92, nays 68. In the affirmative were 
se anti-Administration votes, and in the negative 
The estimates of expenditure under this act in 
' the years 1836, °37, °38, and ’389, amount to 
$559,382. : 
io The “act for the relief of the several corporate 
‘| cities of the District of Columbia,” assuming the 
|| Holland debt, approved May 20th, 1836, was pass- 
ed in the Senate, yeas 17, nays 16. In the afirma- 
u tive were nine Opposition votes, and in the nega-. 
, tive, seven. 
i| The same act passed the House, yeas 110, nays 
: 69. Inthe affirmative were 56 Opposition votes, 
and in the negative, twenty. 


pay the 
to $1,500,000 


rincipal ‘of the Holland debt, amounting 
|! The “act to regulate the compensation of cer- 


tain officers of the revenue cutters,” approved Ju- 
ly 2d, 1836, passed the House of Representatives, 
yeas 143, nays 52. Fifty-one Opposition members 
voted in the affirmative, and twenty-nine in the 
negative. This act increased the pay of the offi- 
cers; and the 1st Auditor says: taking the number 
of officers now in service, the aggregate difference 
i p annum is $17,684 more under it than would 
ave been paid under the former act. 


j The act authorizing the additional regiment of 
ie or mounted riflemen, approved. May .23¢, 
1836, was passed in the House of Representatives 
by the following vote: yeas 145, nays 32. In the 


il affirmative were fifty-nine Opposition members, 


: i ae 
In the affirmative there were 15 oppo- i! The United States, by the above act, assumed ta 
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and in the negative only seventeen." This act 


caused an annual expenditure of about $300, 000. 
The “act to provide for the improvement of cer- 
tain harbors, and for the removal of obstructions in 
seco the mouths of certain rivers and for other 
s,” approved March 3d, 1837, and contain- 
Pes rant to b r the Alexandria Canal, passed the 
House of Representatives, yeas 107, na 
the affirmative there were forty-nine 
and ìn the negative twenty-three. 


The amendment to the above bill, granting a sum 
not exceeding three hundred thousand dollars in aid ; 
of the ‘Alexandria Canal, was agreed to in the A 
nate, yeas 24, nays 17. In thea rmative, ten O 

ition Senators voted, and in the negative only 
t 

The expenditure under this act was $300,000. 

The act to amend the judicial system of the 
United States, approved March 3d, 1837, passed the 
Senate, yeas 38, nay 1. Twenty-two Opposition Se- 
nators voted for the bill. 


The “act making ropriations for the naval 
service for the year 1838” increasing the ap pptopri- 
ations for that service,) was passed to a third read- 
ing, in the Senate, yeas 41, nay 1. Twenty-three 
Opposition Senators voted for the bill. 

The “bill making appropriations for the collec- 
tion of materials, and the purchase of sites, and to 
commence the construction of certain fortifica- 
passed the Senate May 26th, 1836: yeas 


ays 51. In 
pposition, 


tions,” &c. 
31, nays 9. In the affirmative were eleven Oppo- 
sition votes. 


The act making ic ak erro for the naval ser- 
vice for the year 1 the House of Repre- 
sentatives February at 1837. An amendment, 
making an additional appropriation of four hun- 
dred thousand dollars for six vessels of war of 18 
guns each, was agreed to in the House, yeas 116, 
nays 48. Fifty Opposition members voted in the 
pyres and twenty-three in the negative. 


anes 


. Cushing gives tine votes of the two parties in 
the e House, on several bills, during the second ses- 
sion of the T wenty-fifth Congress, as follows, viz: 
The bill making partial appropriations for the sup- 
ion hoo Indian hostilities of 1838, passed the 
House 164, nays2. Of the Whigs, 75 voted 
in the mi a ive, and 2in the negative. Of the 
Administration members, 89 votedin. the affirmative, 
and none in the negative. 


The amount of appropriation by this act was 
$1,000,000. 

‘The bill making appropriations for preventing 
and suppressing Indian hostilities for the year 1838, 
and for arrearages for 1837, prod the House— 
yeas 143, nays 37. Of the W igs, 48 voted in the 
affirmative, and 35 in the negative. Of the Demo- 
crats, 95 in "the affirmative, and two in the negative. 


The un of appropriation under this act was 
%6,739,4 


The aie making eperopeations for the continu- 
ation of the Cumberland Road, in the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Dlinois, 
96, nays 80. Sixty-five Whigs voted in the affir- 
mative, and 24 in the negative © Thirty-one Demo- 
crats voted in the affirmative, and 56 in the nega- 
tive, 


The amount of appropriation under this act was 


sd the House—yeas 


The bill males pro riations for building light- 
houses, &c eran t ouse—yeas 65, nays 56. 
Forty rty-one higs voted in the affirmative, and 167 
inthe negative. Twenty-four Democrats voted in 
the affirmative and 40 in the negative. 

is of appropriation under this act was 

The bill to provide for certain harbors, and the 
Temoval of obstructions in and at the mouths of cer- 
tain rivers, during the year 1838, passed the House 
—yeas 108, nays 81. Sixty-five Whigs voted in od 

tive, and 27 in the negative. Forty-thre 
Democrats voted in the affirmative, and Bf = the 
egative. 


he amount of appropriation was $1,535 008. 


{i honorable Senator from Kentucky. 


OF TENNESSEE, 

In Senate, June 16, 1840—In reply to Mr. Cray of 
Kentucky, upon the motion of Mr. Preston, to 
print the leiter of Mr. Poigsett, and the motion 
of Mr. Cray of Alabama, to amend it by print- 
ing also the report of General Knox, and the re- 
pr of General Harrison, as chairman of the 

ilitia Committee of the House of Repretenta- 
tives, in 1817 and 1818. 

Mr. ANDERSON said: He rose for the purpose 

of replying briefly to some of the suggestions of the 

He under- 


i stood him as defending the constitutionality of the 


plan of General HarrisonNo establish a corps of 
military instructors for every\ school inthe United 
. States, upon the same ground\that we maintained 
; the military academy at West Point. / That the ho- 
norable Senator believed the one to fe as constitu- 
tional as the other. Sir, said he, I fd:ffer entirely 
from this view of the case. I be liefe that the pro- 
positions of General Harrison a\ef wholly uncon- 
stitutional. There is no analogy 
tablishment at West Poiat, and that vast scheme 
for the infusion of a military spirit throughout the 
United States, which was the design of General 
Harrison to effet. That academy is a part of the 


| army of the United States, so created by our legis- 


' lation; and I call the attention of Senators to the 
i rules and regulations established by law, which | 


| 


; is subject to the rules and articles of war. 
| 


"i And I, cadet 


i conceive settle this question. 


The cadet takes an 
oath of enlistment for the term of eight years, and 
That 
oath is that— 

“I cadet » of the State of , aged 
years and months, do krety en- 
gage, with the consent of my guardian, to serve in 
| the army of the United States for eight years, un- 
less sooner discharged by the proper authority. 
, do hereby pledge my word of 
| honor as a gentleman, that I will faithfully observe 
| the rules and articles of war, the regulations for 
the army, and the regulations for the military 
academy; and that I wil!, in like manner, observe 
and obey the orders of the President of the United 
States, and the orders of the officers appointed over 
me, according to the rules and discipline of war.” 

In addition to this, the professors of the academy 
are declared by law to be a part of the corps of 
engineers; which I beg leave to read for the con- 
sideration of the Senate: 


“Arr. 12. The professors, teachers, and cadets 
of the military academy being a part of the corps 
of engineers, are by law subject to the rules and 
articles of war.” 


Here, sir, we have the question settled, and no 
analogy whatever exists between that institution 
and the plan of General Harrison. The first con- 
stitutes a part of the army of the United States— 
the Jat er is a vast scheme for acting upon the ris- 
ing generation, and preparing it, atan unprecedented 
expense, for military power of the most dangerous 
character. The views which General Harrison en- 


tween the es-, 


tertains upon this subject are utterly subversive of 


our free institutions. His report is marked by the 
most earnest anxiety to engraft an insidious martial 
system of education upon our civil institutions, and 
which, in after times, would become too powerful 
for our control. Itis nothing less than fitting to 
the hand of some usurper the means of indomita- 
ble despotism. 


The honorable Senator admires the sentiments 
and language of the report, and denies that it con- 
tains any thing dangerous. The specific details are 
not made out, but the plan is distinctly laid down. 
It is to appoint a “corps of instractors to attend to 
the gymnastic and elementary part of education in 
every schoel of the United States,” and ‘‘profes- 
sors of tactics to be established in all the hisher 
seminaries.” Itis obvious that he was conscious 
of the nature and extent of this power, and his ap- 
peal to the ancient Governments of Greece and 
Rome, for the iilustration of the excellence of his 
project, can neither afford it support or protection. 
| itspe were prostituted by its vices, and stripped by 
| its power of their liberties; and it is remarkable 
| in the Grecian system of gymnasia and military 
| instruction, entered Rome about the period that. 
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REMARKS OF MR. ANDERSON, || Ce-ar crossed the Rubicon, and pl 
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Cæsar crossed the Rubicon, and planted the stand- 
ard of his despolism in the ‘eternal city. 

Sir, [ consider the plan of General Harrison as 
more “dangerons to our freedom than any thing I 
have ever known in our history. It proposes to 
take charge of all the youth of oar country; to edu- 
cate them for military purposes, and early imbue 
them with ambitious hopes, and a restless spirit for 
warlike action. A mighty revolution is to be ef- 
fected in our system of Government, equally ad- 
verse to the feelings, wishes, habits, custums, man- 
ners, and pursuits, of the people. 

The honorable Senator trom Kentucky seems to 
entertan no difficulty as the constitutionality of the 
military views of General Harrison. Permit me, 
Mr. President, to call your attention to the remark- 
able proposition which he makes in his report of 
eighteen hundred and eighteen. In that he says, 
that “the President should, in all cases, address his 
orders immediately to some officer of the militia, 
and not to the Executive of the State. The Go- 
vernor of a State is not a militia officer, bound to 
execute the orders of the President; he cannot be 
tried for disobedience of orders, and punished by 
the sentence of a court martial. » Here, sir, is a 
direct attempt te consolidate military power in the 
person ef the President, by separating the tailitia 
from the Governor—by Setting aside the authority 
ofthe States. If this could be done, you might 
soon put an end to the present structure of our Go- 
vernment. The independence of the States would 
cease to exist in that most vital arm of their power 
—the control of the militia. Connect this with the 
other schemes of General Harrison, and the sys- 
tem of usurpation would be easy, having the path 
most obsequiously pointed out by our legislation. 
His design was to separate, for ever, the militia 
from the Governors of the States. No identity of 
feeling, of interest, or of official relation, was to be 
permitted to exist. They were to become, i in ef- 
fect, as well asin name, in peace and in war, the 
militia of the President of the United States, and 
not of the States. This was nota rule to be mere- 
ly applicable to some particular officer, but 
was intended to extend to the entire organiza- _ 
tion! When, sir, and by whom, except by Gene- 
ral Harrison, let me ask, was such a power as this, 
Striking at the corner stone of the independence 
and th: safety of the States, ever dared to be pro- 
posed for the deliberate adoption of tbis Go. 
vernment? Every man who knows any thing of 
the nature of our Constitution, and can foresee the 
effect of great causes, will perceive that this propo- 
sition would utterly have changed its character; 
and, certainly, perhaps lastingly, placed the sword 

and the purse in the same supreme hand! If we 
oaned with this recommendation, made by him, 
his plan of universal military edacation of the 
youth, by which he proposed to revolutionize “ the 
manners and the habits of the nation,” we are as- 

tonished at the cool deliberation with which a sys- 
tem of changes is planned, that would, in the end, 
not only give us the classic, buta corrupted and 
military resemblance to the Governments of Greece 
and Rome. Considering the propositions as the 
most dangerous ever made in our legislative coun- 
cils, I should look upon their adoption as fatal to 
our liberties! 

But the honorable Senator excuses General Har- 
rison for his first great project, (not this Jast,) by 
statirg that, after consideration for a short time, he 
proposed that his vast plan of education, and mili- ` 
tary training of the boys, should be engrafted upon 
the Constitution by amendment. It unfortunately 
happens, however, that the General has given us a 
proof of his own opinions upon this subject, al- 
though he might have moved an amendment of the 
Constitution to allay the scruples of others. It 
seems he had none himself; for he renewed his great 
plan ef appointing a military corps of instructors for 
every school in the United States in eighteen hun- 
dred and nineteen. This act, so repeated, was ut- 
terly inconsistent with any doubts in his mind, of 
the constitutionality of the measure. 

To many other unanswerable objections to the 
< mighty schemes of General Harrison must be added, 
also, the immense expense at which they would be 
carried into effect. : 

Ihave before me the very able and luminous re- 
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port ot General Dix, the superintendent of com- 
mon shools in the State of New York, in the year 
eighteen hundred and thirty seven. I have adepted 
from that the standard ratio, by which to ascertain 
the number of schools necessary for the instruc- 
tion of all the youth of the United States, estimat- 
ing New York at a sixth part of the whole popula- 
tion. In that State there were, in eighteen hun- 
died and thirty-seven, nine thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighteen schools, and the number of male 
children about three hundred thousand. Deducting 
any excess for a variation of the ages renaired 
under a system of military education (which should 
sommence, according to General Harrison’s opi- 
nion, “as soon as their mental and bodily powers 
have acquired sufficient strenth,”) the number to 
be so educated and trained would be one million, 
five hundred thousand The number of schoolsto 
be established in the United States, according to 
the proportion now existing in New York, would 
be not less than fifty-eight thousand. If we sappose 
each instracter to have charge of two schools, 
which is very ample employment, their namber 
would be more than twenty-five thousand. Men 
qualified for this business could not be obtained 
for less than five hundred doliars each, aanually; 
which would create the vast expense of twelve 
millions five hundred thousand dollars for that 
service alone. The contingent expenditures would 
likewise be large; and the professors of tactics for 
the higher seminaries, numbering at Jeast one 
thonsand, who could net be obtained at less sala- 
ries thana thousand dollars annually, for each, 
would increase the sum by the addition of one 
million. 

In every aspect in which the scheme of General 
Harrison can be viewed, it would be alike destructive 
of our habits, subversive of our free institutions, 
and obnoxious to the feelings of the American 


people. 


APPENDIX. 

I annex for the information of the people, Gene- 
ral Harrison’s gigantic scheme to convert our free 
Government into a military Republic. To exhibit 
this within the smallest space, I have reduced his 
propositions to a practical calculation of the: re- 
sults. 

It will be kept in mind that those propositions are 
in the following words: 

“That a corps of military instructors should be 
formed to attend to the gymnastic and elementary 
part of education in every school in the United 
State, while the more scientific part of the art of 
war shall be communicated by professors of tac- 
tics, to be established in all the higher seminaries.” 

The calculation is founded upon the ratio as to 
the namber of schools and children, adopted from 
‘the report of General Dix, of New York, the talent- 
ed superintendent of common schools for that State, 
made in 1837. New York is estimated to contain 
about one-sixth part of the population of the United 
States. 

The expense of the grand project of General Harrison 

Jor a military Republic, exhibited. 

The number of boys who might be annually un- 
der the control of officers appointed by the United 
States, may be safely assumed at 1,500,000. 

. The number of schools to be established so as to 
include all the youth, taking the data of 9,718 now 
in New York, as the one-sixth part for the whole 
Union, would be not less than 50,000. 

. If we suppose each instructor to be appointed 
by the United States would be placed in charge of 


two schools, the number of instructers would then 


be 25,000. : 
Able instructers, qualified for the business, could 
not be had for less than $500 each, per annum, 
which would require a sum equalto $12,500,000 
Contingent expenses for each school, 
. annually, such as arms, books, &. 
would be at least $100, equal to 5,000,000 
Total amount of the expense to be 
. paid outof the Treasury of the 
United States, by taxes upon the 
people, for primary military 
schools, annually, would be - 


17,500,000 
Fhe number of higher seminaries [= 


To tais should be added about half a 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Ramsey. 


ould be, at least, 1,000. For 
ach of these there would have to 
be, at least, one professor of mili- 
tary tactics, making 1,000 profes- 
sors. The salary of professors, 
well qualified, would have to be, 
for the high seminaries, at least 
$1,000, annually, making the total 
sum for that branch = 
The contingent expenses for the higher 
seminaries, annually, would be, 
probably, not less than $200 for 
each, making - - - 
Tetal expense for schools, if the pro- 
project was faithfully. carried out 
To this enormous expense Gen. Har- 
rison, in the same report, pro- 
posed to add the plan of training 
and paying the officers. He an- 
nexed a table to his report, and set 
down, the day for each brigade, 
and estimated the militia then, in 
* 1817, to be 1,000,000, the total 
expense - - - 


1,000,000 


18,700,000 


million of militia men, probably, 
at this time, if we suppose the plan 
ot General Harrison in full ope- 


ration, and the sum would be - 787,500 


$21,052 500 


The grand total 


Making a grand total, which it would take to 
carry out General Harrison’s two great plans of 
miiitary instruction and discipline, of twenty-one 
millions fifty-two thousand five hundred dollars; a 
sum more than equal to the whole of ihe ordina- 
Iy expenditures necessary for our Governmeni! 

These schemes of General Harrisen, to convert 


‘this pure Republic into a great military Govern- 


ment, training all its boys, by a military education, 
for war and conquest, and also to discipline all the 
militia officers at an immense expense, are the 
most stupendous and dangerous of any ever pro- 
posed to the American people! 

Let the people beware how they venture to make 
such a scheming military man President! What 
security will they have against him? These pro- 
jects of his are filed in the archives of Congress, 
and have been reprinted at this session, by order of 
the Senate! 

There can be no doubt that such mighty projects 
would, if carried into effect, destroy the liberties of 
the people in the end, and subject them to the 
heaviest taxes ever borne by a nation of freemen. 
Consolidation and despotism, the ruin of the peace 
of families, the destruction of religion, the total 
overthrow of morality, foreign and domestic wars, 
the rivalry of ambitious military men, and the 
final extinction of the last hope of freedom for the 
world, would follow this terrible system of Grecian 
military law! 

Let the people put an end to the possibility of 
such a scheme, by rejecting General Harrison at 
the pending Presidential election. If they pause, 
and reflect for a moment, they cannot fail to come 
to this result. The present Chief Magistrate is a 
man whose policy is pacific, whose principles are 
Republican, and who has guided our affairs, at 
home and abroad, with a skill and firmness unsur- 
passed by any of his predecessors. 

‘Will you exchange such a man for a military 
President, who is anxious to convert this great Re- 
public ento one wide theatre of military trainings 
and discipline, to prepare all the youth of the 
country for the pomp and pageantry of war, ils 
vices, its honors, and renown, and to despise the 
gentler and happier arts of peace? The people 
will remember, in connection with all this, that 
General Harrison was in faver of the standing ar- 
my of Joha Adams. 

lt is also an important fact that General Harri- 
son, in his late letter to the Louisville legion, de- 
clares that his military views, as to the miltia, &c. 
have undergone no change. If this be so, and he 
should be made President, he might, probably, at- 
tempt to carry into effect this vast scheme of con- 


Verting our Government into a great military Re- 
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public! Is it not safe to pause in contemplation of 
such a mighty revolation, which would certainly 
put at hazard the liberties of the people!!! 

1 subjoin an extract from General Harrison's 
letter addressed to Governor Scott of Kentucky, 
and inserted in Dawson’s Life of Harrison, at page 
119, chap. 16 This shows he is for taxing the 
people in order to maintain an army of disciplined 
militia of one hundred thousand men!! 

“Vincennes, March 10, 1809. 

“Dear Sir: Instead of the few days now appro- 
priated to training, and the very few hours of those 
days actually empjoyed, some weeks, at least, 
must be devoted to the purpose, and the men must 
be taught in camps of discipline, those duties 
which, representing a faithful image of actual war, 
form the best school in which it can be taught. 

“uI have recommended camps of discipline for 
instructing those who are already capable of bear- 
ing arms; but the eareer of military instruction for 
our youth should commence as soon as their men- 


| tal and bodily powers have acquired sufficient 


strength. Professorships of tactics should be es- 
tablished in all our seminaries, and even the 
amusements of the children should resemble the 
gymnasia of the Greeks. 

“It will, no doubt, be urged as a reason for con- 
tinuing the old pian, that the poorer class of our 
citizens cannot spare five or six weeks in a year 
from their farms to learn military duty I know 
that they cannot without being paid. But is not 


| our Government able to pay them? If not, they 


ought to make themselves so by laying on addi- 
tional taxes. But I am persuaded that the money 
which is devoted to other objects might be more 
usefully, and certainly more consistently, applied 
to this purpose. Under our present circumstances 
the six thousand regular troops we have are very 
proper; but I think one bundred thousand dis- 
ciplined militia would be better, and the money 
which is spent in the former, would soon effect the 
discipline of the latter. 
“WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON.” 


MR. RAMSEY, 


Mr. RAMS se and said: 

Mr. Coarwin: The bill under consideration has 
been sp fully’ discussed, that I can scarcely hope to 
influence tke deliberations of the committee by bet- 
ter or sougider arguments than have already been 
advanc But, asa Representative of the people, 
holding’ an important trust, and accountable to a 
ee and confiding constituency for its proper 

ischarge, a sense of duty to myself impels me to 
ask indulgence whilst I briefly assign the reasons 
that govern my action in relation tothis great finan- 
cial measure. 

The law presented tous for adoption is plain and 
simple. It proposes the establishment of deposita- 
ries for the collection, safekeeping, and disburse- 
ment of the public moneys, at different points in 
the Union, in the legal currency of the country. 
In other words, the bill provides for the separation 
of the Government from the banks, and requires 
the collection and disbursement of the revenues 
in pol and silver, instead of paper. 

t will be perceived at once that an important 
change is contemplated in the fiscal action of the 
Government, and, asit is my intention to point out 
the advantages likely toresult from the adoption of 
this system, it willbe necessary, from the intimate 
connection of the subject with the operations of 
banks, that Ishould recur to their history, for the 
purpose of exhibiting the legitimate influence exer- 
cised by them over industry, commerce, and the 
-affairs of State. 

Banks are usually divided intotwo great classes— 
banks of deposite and banks of circulation. The 
term banks of deposite is meant to designate those 
that keep the money of individuals, and circulate 
it only; while the term bank of circulation is ap- 
plied to those that do not thus confine their cir- 
culation, but issue notes of their own, payable on de- 
mand. The Bank of Veniceseemsto have been the 
first banking establishment in Europe. It was found- 
ed so early as 1171, and subsisted till the subver- 
sion of the Republic in 1797. It was essentiall 
a deposite bank, and nothing else. The B 
of Amsterdam was established in 1659, It was 
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a deposite bank, and payments were made (ac- 
cording to authors) by writing off sums from 
the account of one individual to those of another. 
According to the principles on which this bank 
was established, it should have had at all times in 
its coffers, bullion equal to the full amount of the 


claims upon it. But the directors privately lent ' 


10,500,000 florins to the States of Holland and 
Friesland. This circumstance transpired when the 
French invaded Holland, and caused the ruin of 
the bank. The Bank of Hamburg is a deposite 


bank, and its affairs are managed according to a ` 
system that ensures the fullest publicity. Thus : 


the Banks of Venice, Amsterdam, and Hamburg, 
were all simply banks of deposite; and the Bank 
of Hamburg continues such to the present hour. 
The Bank of France was founded in 1803. The 
exclusive privilege of issuing notes payable to bearer 
was granted to it for forty years. 
the bank consisted at first of 45,000,000 francs, 
but it was subsequently increased to 90,000,000 
francs. The only notes issued are for five 
hundred francs, and one thousand francs. The 
Bank of England was founded ‘in 1694. It 
was established upon a loan of £1,200,000 to the 
Government. In 1708, the Bank, having advanced 
an additional sum of £400,000 for the public ser- 
vice, the charter was continued, and the capital 
increased to £4,402,343. It subsequently became 
£15,000,000. Thisinstitution issues bills, receives 
deposites, and discounts. Asa consequence, its his- 


he capital of | 
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vernment, and, in fact, exacted for a loan of 
£1,200,009, subsequently confirmed by another bo- 
nus in the shape of a loan, and at the present time 
she continue the agent of the Crown, in the manner 
of an exacting creditor towards a spendthrift 
debtor. 


This isa hasty glance at some of the principal 


. banking establishments of Europe. Until a very 


tory presents a series of expansions and contrac- | 


tions, with all their attendant ills. It has frequently 
been affected by panies amengst the holders of its 
notes. -In 1745, the alarm occasioned by the advance 


late period, however, commerce and the afts seem to 
have flourished almost wholly without the aid of 
these institutions. Egypt, under Alexander and the 
Ptolemies, became the emporium of the world. 
Pheenicia, with a sterile soil anda confined domi- 
nien, built up the magnificent cities of Sidon and 
Tyre, “whose merchants were princes, and whose 
trafficers were the honorable of the earth.” Car- 
thage, the proud rival of Rome, owed her greatness 
tothe frugality and industry of her citizens, com- 
bined with an extensive commerce. Venice, the 
humble owner of a few insignificant islands in the 
Adriatic, became the mistress of the seas, and atone 
period, besides several extensive, populous, and well 
cultivated provinces in Lombardy, was ssed of 
Crete, Cyprus, the greater part of the Morea, and 
most of the islands in Augean Sea. She had also 
secured a chain of forts and fortifications that extend 
along the coast of Greece from the Morea to Dal- 
matia. In the beginning of the fifteenth century, 
the annual value of the goods exported from Venice 
by sea, exclusive of those exported to the States ad- 


' joining her provinces in Lombardy, was estimated 


of the Highlanders under the Pretender, as far as ` 


Derby, ledto a run uponthe Bank; and in order to 
gain time to concert measures for averting the 
consequences, the directors adopted the device of 
aig in shillings and sixpences. In 1792, an 
everissue of paper caused another run upon the 
Bank; and on the 25th of February, 1797, it had 
e Apr ir of cash and bullion in its coffers, 
with every prospect of a violent run taking place. 
In this emergency, an order of council was issued 
on the 26th, prohibiting the directors from paying 
their notes in specie. Early in 1810, the paper of 
the Bank was at a discount of thirteen and one- 
half per cent.; and this extraordinary fall having 


attracted the attention of the legislature, the House | 


of Commons appointed a committee to inquire into 
the circumstances which it had been occa- 
sioned. The report, which was drawn up with 
great ability, justly ascribed the fall to the over- 


issue of bank paper, and recommended that the | 


Bank should be obliged speedily to resume specie 
payments. It did subsequently resume. On the 
15th October, 1839% this Bank had notes in cir- 
culation, and deposites, to the amount of twenty- 
four millions of pounds sterling, and but two mil- 
lions five hundred and twenty-five thousand pounds 
in specie in its vaults, showing a proportion of 
about ten to one between its liabilities -and bul- 
lion. As a consequence, it was upon the eve of 
suspension, and was obliged to resort to the Bank of 
France for a loan. 

It is very true that the Bank of England conducts 
the whole banking business of the British Govern- 
ment. “ Itacts not only,” says Dr. Smith, “as an or- 
dinary bank, but as a great engine of State. Itre- 
ceives and pays the greater part of the annuities, 


which are due to the creditors of the public, it circu- 


lates exchequer bills, and it advances to Government 
the annual amount of the land and malt taxes, whieh 
are frequently not paid till some years thereafter.” 
This Bank advanced to the British Government, in 
1814, £30,000,000; in 1815, £26,000,000; in 1816, 
£23,000,000; in 1817, £27,000,000; and in 1818, 
£23,000,000. In point of fact, however, a very large 
part of these advances has been nominal only, or, 
what has been the same thing, has been virtually 
cancelled by the balances of the public money in the 
hands of the Bank. Thus, from 1806 to 1810, both 
inclusive, (says, McCullogh,) the average advances 
tothe Government amounted to £14,000,000. But the 
average balance of the public money in possession 
of the Bank during the same period, amounted to 
about £11,000,000, so that the real advance was 
equal only to the difference between these two sums, 
or to about £3,500,000. The Bank being enabled 
to employ the greater part of the balances of 
poolis money in her hands as apa the 
ve formed one of the main sources of the proft 
she has derived from her transactions. It will 
thus be perceived that the charter of the Bank of 
England 7 built upon the necessities of the Go- 
-$ 


= 


Russia, 


y cotemporary writers at 10,000,000 ducats; the 

rofits of the. out and home voyage, including 
freight, being estimated at 4,000,000 ducats. At the 
period in question, the Venetian shipping consisted 
of 3000, from 100 to 200 tons burthen, carrying 
17,000 sailors; 300 ships with 8,000 sailors, and 45 

alleys of various size, kept afloat by the republic, 
or the protection of her trade, having 11,000 men 
on board. Inthe dock yard, 16,000 laborers were 
usually employed. Their trade seems to have been 
conducted principally by ready money. So com- 
pletely were the pretensions of Venice to the sove- 
reignty of the Adriatic nfaintained, that when, in 
the year 1630, just before the conclusion of the 
Mantuan war, a princess of the Spanish dy- 
nasty wished to pass by sea from Naples to 
Trieste, to espouse the son of the Emperor, 
the Senate refused to allow the Spanish squadron 
to escort her, as an infringement upon their 
right of excluding every foreign armament from 
the gulf; but they gallantly offered their own fleet 
for. her service. 'T'he Spanish Government at first 
Tejected the offer, but the Venetians, says Giannone, 
boldly declared that if the Spaniards were resolved 
to prefer a trial of force to their friendly proposal, 
the infahta must fight her way to her wedding 
through fire and:smoke. The haughty court of 
Madrid was compelled to yield; and the Vene- 
tian Admiral Antonio Pisani, then gave the 
Princess a convoy in splendid bearing to Trieste 
with a squadron of light galleys. Such was Venice 
without the assistance of paper money; Venice for 
whom the whole habitable globe was ransacked, 
for whom the caravans of the East were continually 
in march, ‘and whose ships covered the remotest 
seas, - 

Genoa, the city of palaces, rivalled Venice in her 
extensive commercial enterprises. Portugal, 
Spain, and Holland, afterwards successively con- 
tended for the trident of the ocean, carrying on the 
trade of the world, causing obscure fishing vil- 
lages to rise by degrees into splendor and magni- 
ficence, and pouring the wealth of the Indies into 
their coffers, almost wholly through the medium of 
hard money. É 

At the present day, have we not a continuation 
of this commercial system to a great extent in al- 
most every country on the face of the globe? In 
ustria, Prussia, the German and Italian 
States, France, Spain, Portugal, and Holland, 
there is but an insignificant circulation of bank 
paper, when compared with that of Great Britain 
and the United States; indeed, in some of these 
countries, and gold and silver isthe only currency 
recognised, and yet the condition of Holland 
has always been more prosperous than that of any 
other nation, as history will prove, in despite of 


' their limited territory and the unproductiveness 


of the soil. In 1690, Sir William Pelty estimated 
the shipping of Europe at about 2,000,000 of tons, 
which he su to be distributed as follows: 
England, 500,000; France, 100,000, Hamburg, Den- 
mark, Sweden, and Dantzic, 250,000; Spain, Portu- 
gal, and Italy, 250,000; that of the Seven United 
Provinces, amounting to 900,000 tons, or to nearly 
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one-half of the whole tonnage of Europe! The 


foreign commerce and navigation of Holland dur- 
ing the seventeenth century was, of course, greater 
than that of all Europe besides; and even at this 
present moment, after being trodden under foot 
by the invasion of hostile armies, the Dutch are 
amongst the most commercial and opulent people 
of the world. Their territory not larger than 
one of our smallest States, reclaimed in a great 
measure from the sea, sustains a population of 
2,000,000, has maintained wars of a bitter and 
sanguinary character against the most powerful 
kingdoms, and has been enabled to loan hundreds 
of millions to foreigners, after constructing her 
immense dykes and canals. Holland is, and al- 
ways has been, a country of short credit; and, in 
consequence of the preference given (says a distin- 
guished writer) to ready money transactions, it is 
not a country in which adventurers without capi- 
tal have much chance of speedily making a for- 
tune: but this austerity is not a disadvantage, but 
the reverse. It prevents commerce from degene- 
rating, as it has too often done in other places, 
into gambling adventures, and places it on a com- 
paratively solid foundation. And it should be 
mentioned to the honor of the Dutch, and as a 
proof of the excellence of this system, that, not- 
withstanding the distress and loss of trade occa- 
sioned by the invasion and occupation of their 
country by the French, the bankruptcies in 1795, 
and subsequent years, were not, comparatively, a 
ol- 
land, too, has always maintained free institutions, 


; and was the first to sympathize with us in our 


‘' Revolutionary struggle. 


From these historical reminiscences, it may be 
inferred that long credits are‘not necessary to trade, 
and that despotic countries are not the only na- 
tions that carry on their commerce irang the 
medium of gold and silver, as’ asserted by the- 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cushing.]} 

Such is the dull and hazy atmosphere through 
which we are permitted to glance at the opera- 
tions of banks, that their prerogative would seem 
to be ranked, like that of the King of England, 
amongst the arcana imperii, and their mysteries, 
like kost of the bona dea, are not suffered to be 
pried into by vulgar mortals. With profound re~ 
verence, nevertheless, for the mighty power they 
wield, I purpose continuing my examination into 
the nature of these institutions, by the aid of the 
few glimmering lights I have before me. 

It appears that, priorto the twelfth century, gold 
and silver constituted the currency of Europe; but 
at a still earlier epoch, cattle are mentioned by 
Homer, as the measure of value. He says the 
armor of Diomede cost only nine oxen, but that 
of Glaucus one hundred oxen. Salt is said to © 
have been a common medium of exchange in 
Abyssinia; a species of shells in some parts of 
India; hides, or dressed leather, in other countries; 
iron in Sparta; and copper amongst the Romans. 
Money, however, being the standard or measure 
by which the worth of all other commodities is 
estimated, it being essential, too, that its own 
value should be invariable, and the precious me- 
tals possessing this quality to greater perfection 
than any other commcdities, they were adopted by 
civilized nations. Peper (says a learned writer) 
possesses only conventional, not intrinsic value. 
Coin not only measures the value of commodi- | 
ties in exchange, but is the real equivalent for 
them; it is the veritable substance of which paper 
currency is only the representative. Whether 
paper money is worth any thing or not, depends 
on the guarantee under which it is issued; but 
coined money depends on no such contingency— 
it is its own guarantee, the universal medium of 
commerce, and in every marketin the world will 
be accepted as an equivalent for merchandise im 

roportion to its weight and purity. Such con- 
Fitibns do not attach to a currency of paper. 
parcel of bank notes, if they are not valuable as 
money, are valuable as nothing. No one can 
make a profit by converting them into any thin 
else. If the bank becomes worthless that issued — 
them, they become worthless too, and they pera 
be transmuted into any thing of value t r 
different with a piece of gold or ae tie 1 
it cannot be returned to the mint, it can en 
to the goldsmith or dealer, where it- can be ex- 
chanced for coin of another sort, or for some article 

f use or ornament. ; 
j Until within these few years, banking and mo- 
ney making have been most improperly con- 
founded, No two business, however, can bę 
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more distinct. One may be ay left to indivi- 
dual competition, ihe other can only be safely con- 


fided to the State. The chief business of a bank- 
establishment is tọ expedite the making of 
vments, to discount bills, to make advances by 
joan, and to form a secure deposite for cash. The 
object of money making is very different; it is to es- 
tablish an invariable standard of value for the 


is a duty it is incumbent on the Government to dis- 


charge, as itis for it to establisha standard weight, 
or astandard measure of iengthand capacity. What 
confusion and mischief would ensue if these were 
left to the caprice of individuals, more especially 
itthey had an interest in gradually elongating the 
yard or enlarging the bushel, and then again, 


ments that huve resulted from multitudinous spe- 
culations in town lots, wild lands, and forsis» 
merchandise, whilst the United States Bank and 
its thousand auxiliaries repose on the laurels they 


2 : k © have achieved, contended tht the Government 
general convenience of the community; and this | 


without notice or responsibility, restoring them to ` 


their former dimensions. The consequences have 
been precisely similar in leaving banks to issue 
money, or its representative, without check, secu- 
rity or responsibility. 

The most essential requisite in money is stability 
in value. Where the power to issue is vested, is 
vested the power to alter its value, to alter the rate 
of wages, and the terms of contracts. Cana power 
so universal in its operation, touching every one, 
trom the richest to the poore.:, be safely wielded by 
any other authority less than that of the State, whose 
interests, it may be supposed, are not partial, but 
identified with those of the whole community? In 
the management of our monetary syste.n, there has 
been singular inconsistency. "T'he guarantee of the 
value af the coinage isthe purity and weight of the 
ballion it contains, and the public stamp impressed 
upon it, authenticates both. But a bankers note, 
which represents the coin, executes ali its functions, 
and on which a profit is realized, has been suffered 
to circulate without any other guarantee than a pro- 
mise, that might be valid or illusive, according to 
the folly or very, good or ill fortune of the 
issuer. 

The profit arising from the issue of a national cur- 
rency 

private corporations. Is there any reason that 
the bankers should share the whole, or any portion 
of this revenue, any more than the manufacturers, 
farmers or merchants? Most assuredly not; it is 
hota commercial profit, arising from the risk and 
trouble of buying and ele ee is a 
perquisite appertaining to the people in their na- 
Toa capaci.. The privilege of making and issu- 
ing money is one of the oldest prerogatives of State; 
it may be delegated, butit never can be alienated, 
and forms a legitimate source of public income, not 
ef individual emolument. 

But the bill under discussion does not propose 
any restrictions upon commerce or the banks, as 
has been alleged. It smily pot for the col- 
lection, safekeeping, and disbursement of the re- 
venues of the Government, which no one will 

tend to say should be converted into capital 
for speculation, either in trade or banking. The 
bill maintains the principle that the money of the 
public is to be held sacred—that it is to be set 
apart for the support of Government, and is not 
to be diverted into other channels? Is there any 
thing wrong in this? Are we violating any pri- 
vilege belonging to individuals or corporations? 
No. Bat the argument is, that under its opera- 
tions commerce and the banks will be prostrated, 
and the wages of labor reduced. I meet this issue 
-most fearlessly, and will prove conclusively that 
no such results can ensue. I deny that sound 
trade ‘or legitimate commerce can be injured b 
the passage of this law. It is true that a chec 
may be given to the ruinous expansions and con- 
tractions of the banks, and to the insane system of 
gambling that has characterized the trafficings of 
our merchants; but this salutary effect will, in a 
great measure, be unfelt, in consequence of the 
antecedent operation of the natural laws of trade, 
which have, within the last year, reduced the 
bank circulation of the country from $135,000,000 
to §$106,000,000, and, as a consequence, ruined 
thousands of these, who, without capital, and 
promp a vain desire of suddenly amassing 
wealth, embarked most rashly on the wide sea ot 

culation, without compass or chart to guide 
them in their perilous navigation. It seems, how- 
ever, inherent in man to censure the whole world, 
rather than himself,-for the misfortunes that re- 
sult from his own stupidity, folly, or ignorance; 
and whilst the unerring principles of political eco- 
nomy point out the causes that have produced dis- 


Refs Mist oüght fo have béen foreseen by eve 
well ceghlaied mind, geniemen shut their eyes 10 


ould not be conferred by acts of legislation | 


shall be made responsible tor every species of 
swindling and extortion practised under the “broad 
seals” of their charters. 

We are gravely informed that the country never 
suffered pecuniary embarrassment to the same ex- 
tent with that which now weighs upon her. This 
may be so, but the magnitude of a present evil is al- 
ways felt at the moment to be greater than that which 
preceded it, and I deny that such is the fact, Por 
the last twenty-five years the history of the United 
States has presented but one continued series of ex- 
pansions and contrac‘ions by the banks, followed 

eriodically by distress and commercial prostration. 
Even at the close ofthe Revolutionary war, when 
relief was sought trom the disasters of the continen- 
tal currency, we discover the issue raised by the il- 
lustrious Washington between paper money and 
specie, in a letter to a member of the Legislature of 
Maryland, in which he declares his hostility to bank 
bills as the “shadow and not the substance” of a 
sound currency. In 1814, that wise and virtuous 
statesman, Simon Snyder, Governor of Pennsylva- 
nia, being importuned by ine Legislature of thet 
State to co-operate with them in the passage ofa how 
creating forty-one new banks, with a capital of 
seventeen and a half millions of dollars, for the bo 
nefit, as Was asserted, of agriculture, commerce, 


: and manufactures, responded as follows, iù a mes- 
1) sage tothe two Houses: 


“The hill encitled an act to regulate banks, was presented to 
me for my approbation ou the Yih inst. Ihave given to its 
consideration all the faculties of my mind, and the feelings of 
my hear’, and regret tosay that my ceaviction of duty to che 
community will not permit me to approve of is passage into a 
law. Teannot divest myceifor the fearthat its passage would 
tend only to errict. the wealthy and the speculator, while it 
would, in vatious forms, heap bprdens on the poor and indus- 
trious. 

»} ask a patriotic Legislature, ia this an auspicious era to try 
so vastanexperiment? Shall we wcrease this preasure! Shall 
we irtividually aid our interna! and external ene mies to destroy 


| our funds, and embarrass the Government? Is there at this 
| time an intelligent man in Penn 
i bank note of any descri 


tvania who believes that a 
tion is the representative of specie? 
Is there not just ground for fear? Tmay confidently say, thet 
industry is the only permanent source of wealth; it eecures sub- 
sistence, and advances our interest by stow, yet sure and regn- 
lar gaine, and is the best preservative of morals. Not 60 spe- 
culation, which this bill seema to ‘avite. It has the direct con- 
trary effect; depending on no fixed principle, it opens a field for 
the exercise of ingenuity, ever on the alert to take advantage of 
unwary intheaccidental variations of things, The success of 


| the speculator by profession tempts the farwer and mechanic 


to forsake his accustomed honest pursuits: launched onthe wild 


| sea of speculation, ever exposed to deviations from rectitude, 
| his moral ptinciple.. necome weakened, and eventually all sense 


ii of commutative iustice is destroyed.” 


' tutional majority of two-thirds of the 
` and,in addition, two years afterwards, the Bunk of 


ar 


Thus do we find Governor Snyder forewarning 


: his countrymen of the disasters that were to follow 


the creation of this swarm of new banks. The 


bill, however, was passed into a law i ves consi 
gislature, 


the United States was chartered. The prostration 
and embarrassment that ensued is thus cescribed in 
rt of a committee of the House ot Represen- 
tatives of Pennsylvania, made through their chair- 
man, William J. Duane, on the 2th of January, 
1820: ; ; 

“As to the extent of the distress, it might be answered, in the 
lancuage of the resolutions under whicu your committee act, 
that it fa general; it extends, indeed, to the pursuit and habita- 
tions of the former capitalist, as well as to those of the more 
humble farmer and mechanic; there is no part ofthe Co:nmon- 
wealth into which calamity has not penetrated, orin which nu- 
merous victims have not been found. But with regard to the 
extent ofthe loss which the State hassuffered from the destruc- 
tion of capital, the emigration of our citizens to the wilderness, 
the stagnation of busin es, the deterioration of landed property, 
and the prostration of manufactories, and, above all, in the 
change of the moral character of many of our citizens hy the 
presence of distress fyour committee are utierly.unabieto,decide; 
the extent of the miechief, they believe, defies scrutiny and sur- 

asaes the er of calculation. 
P “From the nomeroüs petitions which have been presented 
atthe present session, your committee quote the following ex- 
tracts, which describe scenes of distress, such as have been gel- 
dom, if ever, before beheld on this side ofthe Atlantiz: 

“Sundry citizens of Notthuinberland county declare— 

“The currency isso diminished as scarcely to sufice forthe 
transiction of the most ordinary business; the produce of ihe 
country has met with an unprecedented reduction ; the greater 
part of the citizens of this once flourishing Commonweaith, even 
with the utmost economy end industry, are scarcely able to ob- 
tain sufficient articles to sustain life; real and personal property 
are daily sacrificed, and become the prey of speculators; debta 
are unpaid, creditors are dissatiefied, and the prisons are 
crowded with honest, but unfortunate persons, whore wives and 
children. must be a burden on the township, or suffer for want 
of the mere necessaries of life.’ i 
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“Sundry ciuze.e of Wayne county represent— 

“Prom the fll of every kind of produce, the scarcity of the 
circulating mediun, and other causes, the general distress in 
onr part of the Sate hath become so great and alarming, as to 
call for the attention and wisdom of the Legislature. Our 
most industrious citizens are no longer abie to meet their 
engagements, but their hard-earned property ia daily sacri. 
ficed ava nominal value, and falling into the hands of a few 
apeculaiurs. 

“Sundry inhabitants of Pike county assert— 

tsat no time, since the Revoluvion, has greater distress been 
felt chan at the present moment. We consider the tanking sys- 
tem to have been the principal cause. angead of becoming, as 
was perdteted, blessings to the people, banks have become like 
the scorpions «mong the children of israel, periect blasts of 
prey. ‘Fhe property of the ereat poruon cf our industrious 
people is brought to sale at one-fourth of its value, and struck 
off to specula'ora, leaving honest creditors unpaid, and families 
reduced to beggary.’ 

“Sundry inhabianta of Huntingdon county repreaent— 

“ephat the mass of the peaple are utterly unabla, at onte, to 
pay their debts; that their property is gelling at such rates, that 
even the fees of law-otticera are not realized; that the industri- 
ous are impoverished, whist (ne speculaung part of the coni- 
munity are daily growing more wealthy; that the evil is only 
beginning, anddemands legialative mterposition,’ 

“A memorial from sundry citizens of the western parte of the 
Stale, arserte-- 

“ Phat embarrasament is universal: that the sordid and ava- 
ricious ace acquiring the sacrificed property of the hberal and 
industriens: that so much property Is exposed to gale under ex- 
ecution, that buyers cannot be hai to pay more for it than the 
fees or the officers: that those mischiefs, instead of diminishing, 
are daily increasing, and that overtrading and the facility of get- 
ting credit have produced these effects,’ 

“The petition of the inhabitants of Fayette county repre- 


ts— 

“ “That the fictitious capital and boundless credit extended by 
banking, the almost universal spirit of speculation, the prostra- 
uon of manufactures by the mistaken policy of the national Go- 
vernment, the i.troduction of luxuries and extravagances, and 
a reduction of exports, have produced a long train of calamities: 
that industry is paralyzcd—that the precious metals bave vanish- 
ed--that the hanks are totteriug--that litigation is uuprecedented 
in extent, ant ruinous in its etfeets—that many merciices credi- 
torg, not content with plunging nnfortunate debtors into the 
most abject poverty, frequently take frum them the whole of that 
property to themselves, which in better times would pay the 
sums due to all, leaving the unfortunate debior in jail, and his 
family tn misery.’ 

“Tiiese are but a few of the extracts, which might be present- 
ed tothe House, and placed upon the journal: but these are 
deemed sufficient, accompanied by the remark, toat thesa re- 
presentations are not only supported by all the oiber petitions 
presented at thin session, but by the testimony of the members 
of the Legielature, coming themselves from all quarters of the 
State.’ 

The committee then give a short sketch ofthe cummercial his- 
tory of the country, after which they say— 

“In defiance ef all experience. and in contempt of warnings 
almos proplieuc, which were given to them atthe time, the 
people of Pennsylvania. during an expensive war, and in the 
midst of great embarrassments, established forty one new banks 
with a capital of seventeen and a half million et dollars, and au- 
thority to issue bank notes to double that amount! “Yn conse- 
quence of this most destructive measure, the mclination of a 
large part of the people, created by past prosperity, to live 
by speculation and not by labor, was greatly increased: a spirit 
in allrespecis akin to gambling prevailed: a fictitious value 
wasgiven to all descriptions of property: epecie was driven 
from circulation, as if by common consent, and all efforts to re- 
store society to its natural condition, were treated with undis- 
guised contempt.” e 

“These remarks are followed by a short view of operations 
subsequent tothe war, after which, the committee declare ‘A 
new measure, however, remained to be adopted, that was really 
toclose the last scene Inthe drama oferror: the currency had 
alreacy nearly vanished, but was temporarily restored on the 
seabord. The enormity of fictitious credit began to be felt: the 
abusive extent of pdper issues was about to effect its own reme- 
dy in the State, when Congress created a corporation, with au- 
thority to circulate upwards of one hundred millions of anew 
paper medium—a corpvrotion spreading its brarches over the 

nion, with a baneful intlueuce of the fabled Upas. 

“ ‘Awakened by the quick succession of events so disas- 
trous, from the dream of perpetual piosperity under which they 
had so long been entranced, the people now find themselves in- 
volved in distresses, against which no provision had been made, 
and from which, they allege, they can find no refuge but in le- 
gislative interference.’ ”” 

Mr. Crawiord, Secretary of the Treasury of the 
United States, in a communication to Congress 
about the same period, givesan unvarnished picture 
of the effects produced by an inflated paper circu- 
ation. 

h “Poverty and distress,” says he, “are impending over the 

eads of most of those who have attempted to improve their 
farms by the aid of bank credits. So general is thie distress, 
that the principle attention of the State Legislatures, where the 
evil exiets, is at this moment directed to the adoption of mea» 
sures calculated to rescue their fellow citizens from the inevita- 
ble effects of their own indiscretion. The general system of 
credit which has been introduced through the agency of banks, 
brought home to every man’s door, has produced a fictitious 
state of things extremely adverse to the sober, frugal, and in- 
dustrious habits, which ought to be cherished in a republic. In 
the place of these virtues, extravagance, idleness, and the spirit 
of gambling adventure, have been engendered and fostered by 
our institutions.” f 

The same report states that within three years 
the currency of the United States had been reduced 
from $110,000,000 to $45,000,000, and the value of 
propery consequently diminished more than one- 

If; this, too, inthe face of the Bank of the United 
States. : 

In 1824, Mr. Clay thus 


speaks of the financial 
condition of the country; p ' 
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“ fa casting our eyes around us, the most prominent circum- 
stances which fix our attention, and challenge our deepest re- 
gret, is the general distress which pervades the whole coun- 
try. Itis forced upon us by numerous facta of the most incon: 
testable characier. It is indicated by the diminished exports 
of native produce: by the depress dand reduced state of our 
fereign navigation; by our diminished commerce; by successive 
unthreshed crops of grain, perishing in our barns and yards for 


want of a market; by the alarming diminution of the circulat- | 
ing medium; by the numerous bankruptcies, not limited to the | 


trading classes, but extending to ail orders of society; by an 


universal complaint of the want of employment and aconse- : 


quent reduction of the wages of labor; by the ravenous pursuit 
afier public situations, not for the sake of their honors, and the 
rformance of their public duties, but as a means o! private 
subsistence; Ny 
PAPER MONEY; by thé intervention of legislation in the de- 
ltcate relation of debtor and creditor; and above all, by the low 
and depressed state of the value of almost every description of 
the whole mass of property of the nation which has, onan 
average, sunk not lese than 50 per cent. within a few years, 


“The truth is, that no classof society suffers more in the pre- 


the reluctant resort to the perilous use of : 


sent stagnation of busicess than the laboring classes. Thatisa : 


necessary defect of the depression of agriculture, the principal | 


business of the community. The wages of able bodied men 
vary from $5 to $8 per month; and such has been the want of 
employment, in some partsof the Union, that instances have 
not been unfrequent, of men working for a mere subsistence. 


If the wages of labor here and in Engiand are compared, they 


will be found not to be essentially different.” 


This portrait of distress and ruin was drawn 
by the Senator during the very climax of the power 
of the Bank of the United States. 

I would inquire whether the misfortunes and ca- 
lamities so minutely described in 1820 and 1824 
were not of the same character with those now com- 
plained of? 
not the pe agents that blasted the industry of 
the husbandman, the mechanic, and merchant, re- 
ducing to insolvency and despair multitudes of ho- 
nest and enterprising citizens? I now assert that 
the same causes have produced like results in 1838, 
1839, and 1840, and I will prove the fact by the use 
of a few figures. According to the report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, already pelerted to, the 
currency of the United States had been reduced in 
three years, preceding 1820, from $110,000,000 to 
$45,000,000; and in 1840 we discover that in one year 
anterior, the amount of bank circulation was con- 
tracted from $135,000,000 to $105,000,000. In both 
instances the sums of money wiihdrawn from the 


Whether banks, and banks alone, were | 


public use are astounding. In three yearsantecedent | 


to 1820, it amounted to $55,000,000, or more than 
one half of the whole circulation, and in one year 


prior to 1840 it exceeded $33,000,000—nearly one- | 


fourth of the sum total. Now it is plain to the most 
common understanding that if the currency of the 
country be reduced, property must fall in propor- 
tien to the réduction, and if it be increased, a 
rise of prices will ensue in the same ratio. 
Debts incurred will be made easy by expansion, 
and will again become the sources of ruin and 
insolvency through contraction. A farmer, for 
instance, who, in 1815, when the banks inundated 
the country with their paper, and the circulating 
medium was $110,000,000, purchased a farm for 
$10,000 and paid $5,000 in cash, would, in 1820, 
still be in debt, in reality, more than the original 
amount of $10,000, and would be a bankrupt into 
the bargain, his debt being more than doubled, 
and his property depreciated more than one half 
by the decline of the currency to $43,000,000, as 
the following table of the price of the ‘best im- 
proved land in Pennsylvania, at three different 
periods, will show. he second column gives 
the price the land bore in the height of the spe- 
culation, which was in different counties in dif- 
ferent years, as the banks extended their opera- 
tions into them. 


1809. 1819, 
Bedford, $30 to 40 60 to 100 (1815) 20 to 30 
Lebanon, 40 to 60 130 to 150 (1816-17) 50 to 70 
Bradford and Tioga, 6 to 14 10 to 20 (1814) 3 to 10 
Somerset and Cambria, 15 te 50 (13/4) 5 to 20 
Cumberland, 40 to 60 1£0 to 200 (1813-14) 25 to 40 
Dauphin, 16 to 24 35 to 45 (1815-16) 12 to 15 
Adams, 30 to 50 60 to 100 (1814) no price. 
Lancaster, 75 to 100 250 to 300 (1813-14) 50 to 70 
Delaware, 75 to 120 100 to 150 40 to 75 
Northumberland, 40 to 50 80 to 90 (1815) 30 to 40 
Berks and Lehuylkill, 80 to 100 150 to 200 80 to 100 


Northampton, Wayne, 


and Pike 80 to 100 100 to 140 (1815-16) 15 to 20 
Bucks, 50 to 60 100 to 110 (1814-15) 55 to 65 
Huntington, 20 to 3) 40 to 60 (1815) 20 to 30 


This may be said to be the practical result of 
banking, according to the American system—in- 
flation, expansion, and ephemeral prosperity one 
day—contraction, expansion, ruin, and desponden- 
cy the next. 

As the National Government could not avert 
the evils of 1820 and 1824, neither can the pre- 
sént: Administration control the wild career ofthe 
banks, without some new constitutsonal provision, 


| will destroy a single sound ban 
` On the other hand, it is to be feared it will not | 


This bill, however, by creating an additional de- 
mand for gold and silver to the amount of five 
millions of dollars, as it is estimated, will cause 
a larger portion of the precious metals to circu- 
late, to the exclusion of paper, and will, pro tanto, 
restrain the emissions of the banks. These insti- 
tutions being held in check by the fear of a de- 
mand upon them for specie, will confine their 
operations within more reasonable limits, but there 
is not the most remote probability that thc measure 
in the country. 


control, as far as could be desired, the profligate 
and lawless peculations of insolvent corporations. 
But in checking foreign importations, which, in 
some measure, it will undoubtedly do, the country 
will be most essentially benefited. 


After the year 1843, gold and silver will be re- | 
quired ir. payment of all the revenues of the :; 
United States. The merchant, instead of import- | 
ing onthe credit of the Government, willbe obliged | 
This will | 


to pay the custom-house dues in cash. 
teach him prudence and circumspection, and will 
drive out of market the host of British agents and 
speculators, who, after hawking their merchan- 
dise around the world, usually throw the refuse in- 
to the auction marts of New York; and upon the 
duties due on this trash, establish a capital for 
the purpose of competing with the American 
manufacturer, and underselling him at his own 
door. 

But we are gravely told that the passage of this 
bill will diminish the wages of labor. We are 
moreover assured that the industrious classes are 


| entirely dependent upon the banks and capitalists 
: for employment, and that any action on our part : 


in restraining the use of the public revenues by 
private individuals and corporations, will fall up- 
on the humble citizens who live by the sweat of 
the brow. A recurrence, however, to the com- 
mercial history of the country will prove, that of 
all classes who have suffered from the profii- 
gacy, ignorance, and recklessness of those who 
are associated with the banks, the laboring 
men have had by far the greater share of misfor- 
tune. Above all others in the community, they 
have the least to do with banks; they receive few or 


| no discounts; they are never stockholders of direc- , 
tors; and as their. income is limited, it is to them all 


important that itshould be certain, and in the legal 
crrrency, the subsistence of their families depending 
entirely upon it. A fixed currency would enable 
the laborer to compute his amount of earnings at all 
times, and also to estimate the cost of provisions 
and merchandise. It would also secure to him stea- 
dy employment. But what has been his fate under 
the dominion of the banks? Have these institu- 
tions enabled him to obtain work at all seasons, and 
and a certain return for it? Byno means. Whilst 

rices have been stimulated by expansions, wages 
have usually remained the same. ‘The celebrated 
bullion report of a committee of the House of Com- 
mons, says: the rate of “the wages of common coun- 
try labor, it is well known, adapts itself more slowly 
tothe changes which happen in the value of money 
than the price of any other species of labor or com- 
modity;” and, according to Adam Smith, “the 
wages of labor do not, in Great Britain, fluctuate 
with the price óf provisions. These vary every 
where from year to year—frequently from month to 
month. 
labor remains uniformly the same, sometimes for 
halfa ceniury together.” 
price of wheat, which for three years preceding had 
averaged fifty-four shillings per quarter, rose to 
seventy-four shillings a quarter, and as wages con- 
tinued stationary, the distress of the poor was great. 
The working man discovers all the articles ne- 
cessary for the subsistence of his family raising 
in price, whilst the money rate of his 
wages remains the same; consequently, his in- 
come is diminished in proportion to the advance 
of rents, store goods, and provisions, by bank ex- 

ansions. The laborer not living upon money, 

ut upon the necessaries that money will buy, it 


In 1795, in England, the | 


~ 


follows that wages are high or low, not accord- . 
ing to their nominal or money amount, but ac- | 


cording to the amount of provisions they will pur- 
chase, or, in other words, according to the com- 
mand they give the laborer over the food, cloth- 
ing, and lodging, conducive to his comfort and 
maintenance. 


Speculative combinations, to improve the condi- | 


tion of agriculture, commerce, and manufactures, 
may for a time be favorable to the industrious 
orders, by tending to enhance wages and profits; but 


But in many places the money price of `: 


- censure him; 


a revulsion throws the laboring man out of employ- 
ment, and, a competition for work naturally ensuing, 
the wages of those who are not in a state of idle- 
ness are at once reduced: and, if a bank unfortu- 
nately breaks in the mean time, the working 
classes will be found to possess the largest por- 
tion of the bills, and will be the greatest suf- 
ferers. : 

High prices and usurious rates or interest are 
not the cvidences of the prosperity of any coun- 
try. They merely establish the fact of the in- 
crease of the currency, and the nominal rates at 
which houses, lands, and provisions are sold, and 
do not change the relation of these things to one 
another, by which, in truth, their value is to be 
estimated. Iwill illustrate this by the simple pro- 
position, that, if the circulating medium of the 
country be raised from $100,000,000 to $200,000,000, 
you double the money price of every commodity. A 
farm, for instance, worth $10,000, will be estimated 
at $20,000, and an adjoining grist mill, of the 
value of $20,000 will sell for $40,000. The relative 
position, however, of the farmer and miller will not 
be changed,nor the real value of their land and houses 
altered. The nominal price of the miller’s property 
is doubled, it is true; sois that of the farmer. The 
nominal price of both mill and farm is twice as great 
as it was; that is all, and the owners have the same 
relative command of money and property as before. 
Thus an increase of money does not add value to 
land, any more than an elongation of yardsticks 
would enhance the intrinsic value of broadcloth, 
both being merely measures, one of value, and the 
other of length. Commodities would advance with 
the increase of the yard measure, or fall by its con- 
traction, in the same way that they rise or decline 
by an inflation or reduction of the curren But 
amidst all these changes, where is the poor laborer? 
He gets his dollar a day, perhaps, through every mu- 
tation, and pays two dollars for articles that he could 
formely command for one. He remains upon 
mother earth, whilst the paper balloon carries all 
other classes tothe clouds, He beholds in amaze- 
ment the bursting of the bubble, and is still more 
astonished to find himself, although standing almost 
isolated and alone, involved in the general ca- 
amity. : 

But it is asserted that this bill will increase the pa- 
tronage of the Executive. I inquire when, where, 
or how? for, truly, if any measure ever tied up the 
hands of a public officer effectually; this is the law. 
Itstrips the President of the unbounded control he 
possessed over a host of banks, and an army of 
cashiers and directors. It deprives him of between 
eighty andninety depositories, and confines him to 
five or six, with a few superintendents and clerks. 
It takes from him the use of the public treasure, and 
brandsa futureloan fromthe coffrsof the nation as 
a felony. If this be increasing the power of the 
Executive, I shall hereafter bea firm believer in the 
magical virtues of hard cider, in making clear the 
mental faculties of my fellow-citizens. 

‘We aretohave a despotism, too, under this law. 
The President is to become a tyrant, and like the 
Autocrat of all the Russias, will wield both the 
“purse andthe sword.” Weare gravely told these 
things in broad daylight by gentlemen who claim 
the merit of at least being rational, if they are not 
sober. Now, what power hasthe President under 
this law? Can he declare war? Can he make peace? 
Can he “set a single squadron in the. field,” 
or appropriate a dollar fromthe Treasury, without 
the consent of this House? Certainly not; but 
when unlimited sway was likely to have been. gi- 
ven to him here, in appropriating to his discre- 
tionary use ten millions of dollars and fifty.thou- 
sand armed troops, who tendered him “the purse 
and the sword” then? ; í 

[Here Mr. Wise exclaimed, this is a home 
thrust; they deserve it, and Itold them so.] 

Where were the numerous Whig gentlemen 
whom I have under my eye? Where was the 
gentleman from North Carolina? 

{Mr. Sranty rose and said that he had voted 
for the bill referred to under the exiger.cies of the 
case, for which he had been abused by the friends 
of the Administration in his own district; but tha 
he had no fear of Mr. Van Buren for the future 
as he would not be re-elected.] _ , 

Mr. R. replied that he did not impeach 
the motives of the gentleman from North Ca- 
rolina; he had acted correctly in casting that 
vote, and he was sorry thatany one should 
a but a Bis KoE had ee 

the President with unheard of power, the 
reed pot ROW attempt to frighten us with ‘tha 
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phantom which, like the hobgoblins in fairy tales, 
Would serve only to alarm old women or children; 
and as to the probable result of the next eleciion, 
he would tell gentlemen that accounts from all 
quarters confirmed him in the opinion, that Mr. 
Van Buren was as likely to wield “the purse and 
the sword” with the same moderation and honora- 
ble bearing under this bill, as he had heretofore 
done under the act which gave him millions of 
money, and thousands of men, to use at his plea- 
sure. 


Cona.. . isT SESS 


SPEECH OF MR. HILLEN, 
OF MARYLAND. (7 

In the House of Repre ives, Jwhe 12, 1840.—In 
favor ofthe repeal of the act of Pongress of March 
2d, 1837, for regulating pi 
Mr. HILLEN wished tod 

reply to the gentlemay f New York. The 

‘were rendered necessaty'trom the position in whic 
he was placed: a position not of his own selection. 
When this subject was first referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, the chairman [Mr. Curtis} 
in distributing the labors of the committee, assigned, 
notwithstanding his objections, the examination of 
this question to him. e expressed his desire that 
it should be committed to the care of some other 
tigman, but as the chairman urged it upon him, 
e consented; being unwilling to appear reluctant 
in performing his proportion of the duties of the 

committee. 

In undertaking that charge, he was well aware 
of the difficulties that might arise in case his views 
did not coincide with those of the New York 


' York Legislature. 


delegation, all of whom are now advocating j; 


the continuance of a law which he is anxious to 
But having been forced into an examina- 
tion of the question, the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Curtis} must excuse him, if he followed the dic- 
tates of his own judgment, founded upon the law and 
the facts, in preference to the opinion of that gentle- 
man, based, as he would endeavor to show, upon 
mere assertions and assumptions. 
- At this stage of the discussion it was also neces- 
sary to place himself in a pore attitude before the 
House, by an unequivocal denial of the charge of 
favoring 
not his 
with w 
his remarks, he would satisfactorily prove, that a 
Tepeal of the act of Congress of 1837 would have no 
such tendency—that the law of New York express- 
prohibits, under penalty, any combination; and 
that under its provisions no monopoly can exist. If 
he succeeded in this, he felt assured that neither 
. the gentleman from New York, nor any of his col- 
leagues, would lowger oppose the repeal of this un- 
just if not unconstitutional enactment. 
The momma hour having expired, Mr. HiLLEN 
here his remarks. 
On Thursday Mr. Hinien resumed: - 
Mr. Speaker: Yesterday, by the concession of the 
ntleman from New York, it clearly appeared that 
did not obtrude into the business under discussion 
asa volunteer. I took charge of the memorials of 
the pilots with reluctance; but having once consent- 


rinciples nor the principles of the party 


ed to investigate the subject, I did, what must cer- | 
tainly have been expected, perform the duty as- | 


signed with earnestness and assiduity. My zeal— 
which I feel to be a duty imperatively incumbent 
on me—should not subject my motives to unfair 
imputations. I am actuated by no hostile feelings 
towards the merchants. For them I have always 
entertained the highest respect; and representing in 
rt the mercantile interest of Baltimore, I cannot 
ut feel the strongest anxiety for their prosperity. 
To protect and promote those interests, I have al- 
ways evinced a solicitude, when I could do so con- 
sistently with the interests of other professions, and 
with the welfare of the country. I ask no favors 
or immunities from the House for the pilots of New 
York, or of any other place;I merely demand for 
them an equitable protection—such protection as is 
consistent with the rights of other portions of the 
community, and with the true interests of the State. 
Ido not ask that the New York pilots should re- 
ceive the sanction or pronon of Congress for 
neglect or dereliction of duty; but that they may not 
be subjected to unequal and oppressive restrictions, 
I ask only the repeal of the act of Congress of 1837 
which, partial in its legislation, and the offspring of 
hasty and excited action, was unj‘st in its origin 
and was immediately rendered unnecessary by the 
judicious enactment of the New York Legislature. 


ask that the whole matter may be sestored to the 


combinations and monopolies. Such were | 


he was associated. In the course of | 


say a few words in | 


' agents, and 


Regulating Pilots—Mr. Hillen. 


situation in which it was left by the act of 1789; and 
that it should remain as it was then, subject wholly 
to the control of the States. Under the old system, 
little or no dissatisfaction was any where exhibited; 
the alteration is not equally exempt from censure. 
The matter under discussion, though in its re- 
sults of general interest, having been accidentally 
rendered of a character purely local, probably has 
not attracted the degree of attention which its in- 
trinsic merits deserve; and therefore a brief his- 
tory of the law regulating pilots may be neces- 


ry. . 
In 1789, Congress conceded the power of legis- 
lating on this subject to the several States, re- 
signing all jurisdiction over it, establishing them 
empowering them to legislate thereaf- 
ter. Things thus remained from 1789 to 1837, a 


space of nearly a half a century—the Legislatures , 
of the States exercising beneficially, through this , 


long lapse of time, the whole control of their re- 
spective pilots, without the interposition of Con- 


gress. During the whole of this period, as far as 


the documentary evidence within my reach in- 
forms me, no complaints were ever made to the 
State Legislatures. All at once, memorials were 

resented to Congress, decrying the pilots of New 

ork, and denouncing their negligence and inac- 
tivity. Whence originated this sudden revolu- 
tion? Whence arose a storm so unexpected and 
so violent, after a calm of a duration so protract- 
ed? The loss of the Bristol and the Mexico, on 
the coast of New York, gave birth to the law of 
Congress, and simultaneously to an act of the Ncw 
Here the point at issue be- 
tween the gentleman from New York and myself 
is, how far blame is justly attributable to the pi- 
lots for the loss of those two vessels. 

[Mr. Curts here explained, that, in his re- 
marks, he had expressly waived the charge against 
the New York pilots. He had not attributed any 
blame to them in this instance, as, had he thought 


roper to do so, he would have produced evi- | 


ence. 

Ma H. resumed. From the debates in~the 
committee room, Mr. Speaker, I have always un- 
derstood that the neglect of the pilots was the al- 
leged cause of the loss of those two vessels. I 
give my meed of compliment to the ingenuity 
which can urge those arguments in the privacy 
of a committee, to bias the opinions of its mem- 
bers, which it evades employing in public, ahd 
before the country: there is prudence in not again as- 
suming a ition whieh experience has proved 
untenable. Thoughtless excitement and ill-judged 
sympathy have’been exerted, too successfully, to 


rouse popular indignation against the pilots. Itis ` 


judicious and politic not to reiterate the charges, 
lest an opportunity should at last be afforded for 
their refutation. It would not be wise, afier all 


| the violence of invective against them, to elicit in- 


quiry into the slanders engendered by prejudice 
and propogated by malignity. But how does it 
happen that the gentleman now declines charging 
the wreck of the Mexico and Bristol to the pilots? 
Whence this new born sympathy? 


cause he has at length, though late, discovered that 
the accusation is founded upon falsehood, and can- 
not stand the test of careful and impartial scrutiny? 


Whence this , 
infusion ofleniency? Does it originate from pure, | 
unsophisticated kindness to the pilots, or is it be- | 


The gentleman asserts that I am mistaken when | 


I suppose that no complaints were ever addressed 
to the Legislature of New York against the pilots, 

rior to 1837. Be itso; the cause I am defending 
will suffer nothing by the concession. Policy may 
have dictated crimination; but the complaints hav- 


ing been discovered to be destitute of foundation, | 


were wisely dismissed, without any attempt to cor- ; 


rect imaginary evils. 


Since no legislative action : 


was had favorable to the remonstrances, the infe- , 
rence is irresistible that the charges alleged were . 


destitute of foundation. This conclusion is forced 
upon us by the respectability of the Legislature, as 
well as the solemn obligation controlling the action 
of its members. No complaints then were suffi- 
cient to attract public notice, or to obtain legisla- 
tive interposition, until the press, in 1837, teemed 
with denunciations of the pilots, whose neglect, it 
was asserted, was the indirect cause of the disas- 
trous loss of the two vessels so often figuring in the 
declamation of editors and orators. For the first 


time known to us in such a case, the interference | 


of the grand jury was invoked. The subject of 
framing new regulations for the pilots had been, 
the gentleman asserts, a long time under considera- 
pi : 
+ 
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tion, but nothing decisive was effected until through 
the agency of the shock produced by those two 
wrecks, ‘The fate of the two vessels was the en- 
chanter which conjured into existence the law 
which I deem unjust; and therefore the conduct of 
the pilots, in relation to that affair, does, notwith- 
standing the caution evinced by the gentleman in 
avoiding the topic, forma requisite theme of inves- 
tigation, and does constitute a preliminary point, at 
least, at issue between us. The very report of Mr. 
McKeon, who is said to have been instrumental in 
the passage of the law of 1837, which report the 
gentleman has quoted, proves that that law was 
hastily passed, amid the tumult of excitement and 
the hurry ofa closing session—passed under the 
influence of agitating sympathies, and with none of 
that cautious deliberation which should distinguish 
legislation on matters affecting important interests 
of our citizens. Even when the law was proposed, 
objection was made to its passage simply on the 
ground that no time was allowed for investigating 
its merits. 

In passing, I may remark that the honorable mem- 
ber from New York, if I might judge from the 
length of the extracts he made, placed great reliance 


-on the authority of that report for the support of his 


' own positions. 


But in his reading he exhibited the 
caution which he has manifested through the whole 
agitation of this question. He read as much as, 
when dissociated from the rest of the report, seemed 
to subserve his own purpose, and stopped very care- 
fully just at the place, which would explain the pres 
ceding paragraph, and prove confessedly that Mr. 
McKeon did not accord exactly with the honorable 
Representative from the city of New York. If the 
authority of Mr. MeKron is of so much weight, 
as it seems to bear in the estimation of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Commerce, I shall read 
a short paragraph for his edification, commencing 
my reading just where he left off his. What says 
the report? 

“The committee have fully considered the propriety of sub- 
mitting some tegistative provision to the decison Of the House; 
but have concluded, that any attemp: to interfere with the sub- 
ject, especially at the present session, now rapidly approaching 
toa termination, would not be advisable. It would disturb the 
legislation of several States, and the regulations of all our 


ports; fiom all which; with but one exception, no complaint is 
made.”” 


This passage, the chairman of the Committee on 
Commerce cautiously ommitted in his reading. It 
too clearly tells the mischiefs unavoidably emanat- 
ing from hasty and partial legislation, on a subject 
so complex as the regulation of pilots; and ex- 
plicitly recommends a postponement of action until 
time would permit a matured system of laws by 
the General Government. 

But as the honorable chairman did not choose to 
read even thus far, he will pardon me, it Icall the 
attention of the House, and his especially, to a part 
of asubsequent paragraph inthe same report, which 
fully upholds the principles which I have advocated, 
It says: í 

“Congress in particular should leave with the States all 
matters which canbe left under their guidance.” ` 

Above all, if Congress chooses to interfere in 
matters which have been conceded by its own act 
to the legislation of the States, its interference 
should be plenary, or none atall. It should either 
resume its rights in toto, or forbear all interposition. 
The lines between State and general legislation, 
should be kept distinctly marked. Nothing can be 
so dangerous to the rights of the States, as to suf- 
fer under any circumstances, or any pretence, the 
slightest amalgamation of the disperate jurisdiction 
of the co-ordinate authorities, governing the citi- 
zens of this country. Perntit confusion once to be 
created, tolerate the supremacy of one to be merged 
in the legislation of the other, and the rights of the 
States will gradually, and imperceptibly lose their 
identity in centralism, Ifa divided empireisin dan- 
ger, a divided legislation is dangerous. It is dan- 
gerous tothe liberties of the citizens; anomalous in 
its aspect, and necessarily unequal in its operations. 
If there be but one object on which to legislate, 
there should in all wisdom be but one legislative 
action. For one result, there should be but one 
cause. The supposition oftwo causes for one effect, 
is unphilosophical in metaphysics; two law givers 
for one subject, is unwise in Government, You 
cant serve two masters. 

The authority of Mr. McKeon, ifit is to possess 
any influence, evidently is adverse to the position 
assumed by the gentleman himself. He deprecates 
hasty legislation on a subject so complicated, and 
is opposed to the interference of Congress in the 
matter, It would have been more just, had the 
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wisdom of our fathers of 1789 been adopted as a 
model for imitation. But notwithstanding the 
reclamation contained in the report from which I 
have just read extracts, and which was made to the 
House on the 22d February, 1837, clamor and 
excitement succeeded on forcing a bill through 
both Houses by the beginning of March; the act 


having obiained Executive sanction on the 2d of . 


that month. It was evidently the offspring of ex- 
citement, not of deliberation. Two disastrous ship- 
wrecks had taken place; the loss of life and property 
was attributed to the negligence of the pilots, and 
some measures of coercion were deemed necessary 
to enforce more assiduous attention to their duty. 
The idea of any enactment by Congress arose pure- 


ly from the supposed culpability of the pilots. i 


Much eloquence was wasted on this apparently 
fruitful theme; but when declamation is disregarded 
and facts scrutinized, it appears that they were 


blamed without reason, and their negligence was | 
in no way instrumental in causing those disasters. | 
The pilots were at their posts; the disasters origi- | 


nated from the utter carelessness of the officers 
and crews of the vessels themselves. This asser- 
tion is not made without full evidence of its truth. 


The gentleman has read a presentment of the | 


grand jury of New York, on the subject of those 


wrecks; but with his usual controversial tact, has : 


warily omitted some of the most important pas- 
sages. I shall take the liberty to supply his omissions, 
and by sodoing, show from the authority of the 
grand say ele thatno blame can attach to the 
pilots. T 

uestionably entitled to more respect than vague 
deciamation based upon rumor. 

grand jury? “That they have felt themselves bound 
by the great excitement produced by the recent 


fatal shipwrecks in this vicinity, to inquire into the | 


causes thereof, for the purpose of ascertaining how 
far they could be attributable to any culpable ne- 
glect on the part of the pilots of this port; and in 


the hope that such inquiry might, in any event, be : 


conducive to the public good.” Here you perceive 
that great excitement prevailed; and, amid the din, 
the pilots were condemed by the public without a 
hearing. But the grand jury, after a thorough 


examination of all the important facts, reached a re- | 
sult different from that which ignorance of the cir- | 


cumstances had impressed on the minds of the cre- 
dulous.” “It is evident,” they say, “both in the case 
of the Bristol and Mexico, that their loss is not at- 
tributable to the wind, which was moderate and off 
shore; and the grand inquest feel bound to state 
their conviction, that both these casualties might 


have been avoided by the exercise ofa suitable de- | 
gree of caution onthe part of the officers and crews | 
Such is the decision of the 


of these vesscls.” 
grand jury. The wind was moderate and off 
shore; so that these vessels, it would appear, ran 
deliberately on their own destruction. The 
wind was not such as to drive them on shore; on the 
contrary, they were obliged to hold on their course 
against the wind, in order to accomplish the catas- 
_trophe. Had their officers furled all sail, they 
would have been wafted from the danger, without 
an effort. And yet, though the commanders of those 
vessels, by the plainest culpable negligence, sacri- 
` ficed so many lives, and so much property—they 


must escape unscathed, while the pilots are made | 


to bear the imputution of their guilt, and become 

“the scape-goats for the sins of others. 

' But I will examine more minutely the casesof 
disasters which have been’ attributed to the delin- 
quency of the pilots, when in neither case was 
there a pilot on board. The decision of the grand 
jury isclearly in their favor, but that is not the 
only testimony on which we have to depend. That 


_ verdict completely clears them of the accusation | 


in both counts. I will produce other evidence on 

each one separately. ith re: 
_ first, the affidavit of James Malonz, who was se- 

cond officer of the ship Bristol, at the time she was 
` Jost, who declares— = 


«Phat ia a conversation which deponent had with the Captain 


of the Bristol, since the wreck of the same, the Captain fully ` 


exonerated the New York pitots from all biame whatever in 
that.affair.” : N 3 4 
- And healso makes oath that— .~ 
“He verily believes and declares, that in his opinion, noblame 
whatever can, or onght, to attach to the said pilots, for or on ac- 
count of the logs of the ship Bristol.” : 
Secondly,.an affidavit of a sailor belonging to 
her, will goto show clearly the gross and culpa- 
ble inattention of her captain.. It will inform the 
- House that: when the ship was off a dangerous 
“‘goast, such as that of New York is: known to be, 
not éven that indispensable requisite of coast navi- 


e decision pronounced by them is un- ' 


What say the ; 


ect to the Bristol: | 


| 


i 
i 


' 
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gation, a lead line, was to be found; and amidst 
the difficulties of such a navigation, the captain, 
instead of attending to his duty, was snugly en- 
sconced in his birth. So says, on oath, Thomas 
Savage, a hand on board the Bristol at the time she 
was wrecked. I will read a portion of his depo- 
sition: 

“This ts to certify that I was on board the ship Bristol on her 
passage from Liverpool to New York; that on Sunday, the 
20th day of November, we made the Highland lights not far 
from 6 o'clock, p.m. We then stood ia until about half past 
8 o'clock, p.m. We then hauled upon the starboatd tack, and 
stood on that tack until the ship struck, it being then a quarter 
before 4 o'clock, a. m. The crew mentioned among them- 
selves, when the watch was relieved at $2 o’clock, that it was 
strange that 0. ders were not given for tacking or wearing ship, 
to stand to the sutiard, as she had reached to the northward 
and eastward for five hours, the captain not being on deck at the 
time the watch was relieved; noi was he on deck when the ship 
struck; nor was any light hoisted for a pilot. J, coming ait 
after the ship struck, asked the passengers where the captain 
was. They to'd me he wasin his berth; but he, coming out of 
the cabin shorily afterwards, I asked him where we were. He 
said we were on a reef, and that we would beat over. I then 
asked the second inate where the lead was. [le told me that it 
was in the starboard gangway. 1 looked there for it, but there 
was no lead to be found any where.” 

This narrative informs us of the proceedings on 
board of the Bristol, and demonstrates that the dis- 
aster was absolutely and purely owing to the ne- 

ylect of duty on the part of its officers. This evi- 
sence is not isolated and unsupported; but it is un- 
necessary to read other papers, which merely nar- 
rate the same facts. The reiteration would be te- 
dious. The fact is simply this: when not on pilot 
ground, the officers of the Bristol wrecked the ves- 
sel entrusted to their charge. With these circum- 
stances in view, it is evident that the blame of the 
disaster must rest wholly with themselves, even if 
the pilots had not been at their posts; but such was 
not the case. While the Bristol was steadily, 
through the recklessness of her officers, holding 
«on her course to destruction, hoisting no signal for 
a pilot, the pilots, it is proved, were at their station, 
onthe Jook out, and most probably missed her 
amid a dense fog, because the neglect, which con- 
tinued so long unwisely on the same course, had 
omitted to raise a signal light. The affidavit of 
Savage shows what was not done on board the Bris- 
tol; the testimony of Robinson, who was in a pilot 
boat out the Hook the night of the wreck, evinces 
that no guilt is imputable to the pilots. His evi- 
dence I will also read: 
. “I have resided for the last nine years at Oswego, on Lake 
Ontario, engaged in the navigation of the lakes, and being on a 
visit to my friends in the city of New York, was anxious to em- 
brace the opportunity of once more visiting Sandy Hook, the 
adjacent shores, and the ocean convulsed by a gale—scenes fa- 
miliar to my youth. Incompany with my brother and another 
gentleman, both residents of the city, J went on board the pilot 
hoat William Bayard, No.5, on Sunday morning about two 
clock, bound on a cruise. There were on board seven pilots, 
and the usual crew of the boat. We arrived at the Hook 
about three, p. m., and continued cruising outside until 11, 
p.m. when a consultation of the pilots was held. It was cob- 
sidered highly imprudent to remain out any longer, the sea 
having become so tremendous as not only to render it impossi- 
ble to board a vessel, but the weather had become so extremely 
thick, that we could not have discovered a vessel at a half a 
mile distance. We bore up and ran under the Hook, when 
we came to at half past Lt o’clock. Itis stated in the accounts 
of the loss of the Bristol, that at 10, p. m. she was within five 
mites of the Hook, at the same time that we were six miles 
from Sandy Hook, the light bearing corthwest, and every eye 
strained to geta sight of some vessel. The pilots remained 
outside the Hook, burying their little craft under a heavy sea, 
as long as the dictates of prudence, and self-preservation, would 
permit, and long after there was any probability of their being 
serviceable to any one. I would further remark, that a pilot 
was put on board the schooner Powhatan, four miles outside the 
Hook, at 9 o’clock, p. m. and 1 remarked at the time, that I 
thought it a piece of presumption to launch the yawl in sucha 
sea.” 

From this testimony, it appears that the pilots 
were out on their station beyond the Hook, on the 
look-out, as was their duty. But because they were 

‘not so keen sighted as to see a ship which. carried 
no light and butlittle sail ina dark foggy night, they 
must be condemned and denounced; while the cap- 
tain of the Bristol, who when the storm had lulled 
towards the morning into moderate weather, amiy 


- plumped his vessel on a weather shore, is solaced wit! 


public sympathy! If guilt attaches any where, it 
must be to him. But however naturally anxious 
he may have to exhonerate himself from blame, 
even he did not pretend, in the least degree, as I 
learn from the letter of Mr. Philip Hamilton, to in- 
culpate the pilots. Mr. Hamilton, in his capacity 
of Assistant District Attorney, proceeded to the 
neighborhood of .the wreck, in consequence of in- 
formation lodged at the United States District At- 
torney’s office, that larcenies had been committed of 
property which had drifted ashore. In the dis- 
charge of his duty, he resided ten or twelve days in 
.the same house with the captain and one of the cabin 
passengers of the ship. “His conversation with 


them turned chiefly on the subject of the disaster, 
and from their statements he became firmly con- 
vinced that no censure was attributable to the pilots.” 
And moreover, he continues: “his duties on the 
occasion afforded him the most favorable opportu- 
nity of obtaining the candid views, not only of those 
who were competent to judge, but the statement of 
those who were saved, and all concurred in ex- 
empting the pilots from reproach.” This testimo- 
ny, even the New York delegation will concede, is 
entitled to the highest degree of credibility. Its 
statement, couched in general terms, is fully con- 
firmatory of the other evidence I have adduced. 
Combining the atoms of proof, it appears that the 
Bristol was not wrecked on pilot ground; that she 
went ashore in the teeth ofa head wind; that none 
of the ordinary precautions were taken to prevent 
the disaster; that her officers were grossly negligent 
oftheir duty, and that no signal light was hoisted. 
While, on the other hand, it is proved that the 
pilots were on duty outside the Hook; that the 
night was dark and tempestuous, and that it was 
impossible to ascertain the proximity of a ship, un- 
less through the intervention of alight, which, in 
this case, was not shown. Under all these cir- 
cumstances, they are certainly not obnoxious to 
censure. 

The gentleman from New York (unintentionally, 
no doubt) pays a high compliment both to the pilots 
and tọ their boats. In the case ofthe Bristol, he 
hurls his denunciations against the men, because 
they did not exhibit powers of vision far transcend- 


-ing those with whichothers have been gifted by. the 


Creator; and in the case of the Mexico, his invec- 
tive is equally severe, because the boats did not 
glide rapidly and smoothly through the obstructions 
of large masses of ice, where vessels of the strongest 
structure could not be forced, without imminent 
danger of destruction. Because a small pilot boat 
could not effect a passage where the power of steam 
had failed, reason sufficient is thought to be found 
for condemnation. What were the circumstances 
in the case of the Mexico? Even granting, as has 
been asserted, that she had a signal of distress 
flying—that she fired signal guns for a pilot without 
success—the guns, it is granted, were not heard by 
a steamboat which passed within five miles of her; 
yet are the pilots to be censured, because the could 
not effect an impossibility, and get out to sea through 
impassable barriers ofice? The boat which was to 
have taken the place of the one already out, and 
which was exhausted of its complement of pilots, 
though making every effort, and risking life and 
property, could not get to sea. There were many 
vessels besides the Mexico which could not succeed 
in obtaining pilots, and yet met with no disaster. 
The skill which saved them, would, if exerted, 
have preserved her also—where there was neglect, 
disaster might be anticipated. That the failure of 
the boat in getting out the Hook was not owing to 
any want of effort on the part ofthe pilots, but solely 
to the impassable barriers presented by nature, there 
isample proof. Ishall read two or three affidavits 
in corroboration of the statement I have made. On 
Sunday, the first of January, 1837, it is said that the 
Mexico was standing off and on, looking for a 
pilot. i 

“About that time,” says Richard Yater, captain of the steam- 
oat Brighton, “when the navigation was neafly impassable 
with ice, and very few vessels passed in or out of port without 
the aid of steamboats, Mr. Foster, the owner of the ship Mari: 
called on us to tow theship to sea through the ice. We engage 
to do so, ¿f it wus possible. Shortly after we had concluded the 
engagement, the pilots belonging to the pilot boat Washingtor, 
and two other crews belonging to different boats, applied to ue 
to give them a tow, as they were about starting off, to get as far 
off towards Sandy Hoek as they possibly could. We told them 
of our engagement, and if we could render them any assistance 
we would with pleasure. They had not been under weigh 
‘more than three hours, when they got entangled in 
ice—so much so, that we could not render them any assistance. 
The steamboat John Jay was also entangled in the ice, and 
damaged her wheels so much, that she beeame unmanageable. 
The pilots on board the Washington, so far from being recreant 
from their duty, made use of every exertion, at the risk of 
lives and property, and it is my firm belief, that if it had not 
been for the elements and the ice, every vessel near Sandy 
Hook would have got pilots. After towing the ship to sea, tle 
1 ilot came on board the steamboat. We saw agreat many ves- 
gels inside and outside the Hook with pilotson board. Those 
which were outside dare not venture in without the aid of 
steamboats, and we being the only steamboat there, thought it 
the most prudent to take the first vessel in tow wecame to, 


and make the best of onr way to New York. The packet ship 
Bee Washington being nearest, and she being bound to New 
York, we made for her, put the pitot of the Maria, Mr. Donal- 
son, on board of her, took her in tow, and towed her through 
the ice as far as York bay, when theice drove both the ehip and 
the steamboat down through the Narrows, ai d both went ashore 
on Staten island, near the bluff. I deem this an act of justice 
to the pilots, and es cially such of them as have been so se. 
vere y censured by the community at large for having neglect- 
ed their business on that occasion.” 
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These careless pilots, whose neglect caused the 
Joss of the Mexico! were thus lef! amid the ice 
struzeling for preservation of their own lives, and, |; 
cons uently, incapacitated by the unfavorable || 
state of she elements from rendering assistance to || 
others. Ths left without any means of extricating |! 
themselves, by their own ingenuity and exertions, 
from the dangers in which they were involved, how 
were they saved from the perils that menaced them? 
The evidence of Ab-aham Bristed will furnish 
mere information on the history of the pilot boat 
Washington: 

“Beate, cy, and county of New York, aa.—Abraham Bristed, 
of said city, shipmaser, being duly apom, saith: that laat 
winter, when our navigation was reader:d nearly impassible 

the ice to all kinds of vessela except steamboats, on the first 

January, on my from New York to quarantine, my 
Atleniion was called to the dangerous situation of one ot our 
New York pilot boats, the Washington, which was at that time 
drifting by the ice on Robbins’s reef, with three crews on 
board, and but one small boat to save them, endeavoring, if 
possible, to get to sea. Ttowed them to the quarantine wharf, 
where the steamboat Hercu!es, Capt. Fountain, took them in 
tow, and towed them as far as he could, and then was obliged 
to leave them to do the st trey could. 
jumice to the exertions «- „ota to make this statement.”’ | 

This affidavit wi: made before Ebenezer Pal- | 
mer, commissioner of deeds, etc. Do not men ex- | 

to such hazards, and voluntarily encounter- 
ing such dangers in the discharge of the du- 
ties of their profession, merit sympathy and ; 
enlogium, instead of crimination and cen- | 
sure? ‘The physician who attends at the | 
bedside of contagion, is lauded for his charity, 
and is subjected to no blame, if he fails in saving 
his patient. Are not praise and gratitude equally 
due to the pilot who perils his life to save the lives 
and preperty of others? Should he be condemned 
because nature stood in the way of his efforts, and 
prevented him from extending that relief which he | 


i 


straggled to afford? Above all, should he be blamed | 
when the victims ofthe disaster were incontestably ! 


the authors oftheir own destruction? 

But the saficrings and energies of the vituperated 
pilots did not stop here. ‘Their powers of endurance 
were put toa still more powerful test. The testi- 
mony of Captain Fountain, who towed the boat, 


contains further details of what they were obliged to «. 


bear and suffer: 

“Las winter,” he de “when our navigation was render. 
ed nearty impassable by ice to all kinds of vessels except steam- 
boats, and few vessels passed in or out of port exept by the aid 
of steamboats, on the lst of January I was calied on by Mr. 
Griswold to go out to sea, and tow ia the packet ship Montreal. 
When I reached the quarantine, after taking in a supply of wood 
the pilots making application, and being anxious to get to sea, i 
tonk the pilot boat Washiagton in tow, she being detained there 
‘by the ice, with three crews on board, endeavoring to get to sea, 
ta pilot vessels in if possible. I towed her through the iee to 
the tail of the bank, when I was obliged to let her go; anda 
thick snow storm set in that night, which made it impossible for 
pilvs to see vessels or to find them.” 

The testimony which I have adduced, I have read, 
not so much to corroborate the correctness of the 
decision given the grand d jury, which I deem 
conclusive, as to furnish the House and the country 
with some idea of the facts, which udice has 
distorted and misrepresented. I could bring for- 
ward a much larger mass of evidence; but such a 
course I judge unnecessary. What I have quoted, 
I think amply sufficient to exonerate the pilots whol- 
ly from censure. This vindication I have thought 
an indispensable prelimi to the more important 
divisions of the question under discussion. 

Icertainly feel a delicacy in being placed in the 

sition which I have been compelied to assume— 
in being forced to defend the pilots of New York, 
not against the insinuations of ignorance or malice 
bat against imputations endorsed by their own Re- 
presentatives, whose duty it is to protect their honor 
as well as their interests. 

{Mr. Curtis here made, with warmth, some ex- 
planations, to the effect that he could not permit the 
gentleman from Maryland to insinuate that he had 
any ill will against the pilots, and that the assertion 
of the gentleman could not apply to any thing he 
had a 

Mr. HiLLeN resumed. I trustthe gentleman from 
New York will husband his temper. Before I con- 
clude, I shall, perhaps, have occasion to draw more 
liberally on his excitability. He has forced upon 
me the duty of stating facts, as 1 know them to ex- 
ist; he should not take umbrage, if, by my doing so, 
his views be not sustained. I have sought no colli- 

sion, I shall avoid no responsibility. I am deter- 
mined to follow my own course, notwithstanding all 
the uneasiness which may be manifested. The gen- 
tleman says he feels no ill will towards the pilots. 
He: nay think so. An old philosopher has reduced 
all human passions to the single one of love. “The 
hate of one thing,” he says, “is merely the love of 
its opposite.” The opposition of the gentleman to 


I deem it an act of | 


| 
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the pilots, is merely the negative prejudice, resulting 


from a prepossession in favor of an antagonistic 
interest. 


| 


But to return from the digression into which I - 


have been led by the interruption of the gentleman 
from New York, I will close this part of the discus- 
sion in a Manner somewhat similar to thatin which 
I commenced. I adduced, in the outset, the testi- 
mony of the grand inquest of New York, to show 
that the pilots were in no manner responsible for 
the loss of the Bristol and Mexico; I shall close it 
by reading the certificate drawn up by the officers 
of the revenue cutter on the New York station, in 
evidence of the general assiduity of the pilots there. 
But, sir, permit me to call your attention to one cir- 
; eumstance, which I inadvertently omitted to notice 
when reading the decision of the grand jury. In 
| collecting the evidence on which their decision was 
| based, they regret the absence of the captain of the 
| Mexico. He, no doubt, conscious of his own cul- 
’ pability, and unwilling to testify against himself, 
was prudently missing. It was prudent to escape 
the publication of his neglect and heartlessness, and 
leave the pilots to bear the censure for the fault of 
which he was guilty. Compassionanng human in- 
firmity, I shall subject his conduct to no severity ot 
cominent, but leaving him to the stings of his own 
conscience for twofold criminality, 1 snail read the 
testimon 
ter, dated 16th of March, 1836: 


“The undersiened, commander and officers of the United 
States revenue cutter Alert—a portion of us having been sta- 
tioned in the port of New York several years, and having 
every opportunity of witnessing the conduct and attention cf 
the pilots of the said port by the way of Sandy Hook, take 
pleasure in certifying that, fromour observation, every atten- 


tion ia, and has been, paid by them to all vessels arriving off. 


the port, and that we have in no instance known vessels to 
meet with detention on the piloiage ground, or the vicinity of 


from circumstances impossible to board them.” 


' These, Mr. Speaker, are the persecuted pilots, 
; whose defence I have been compelled to assume. 


|| duties is not sufficient for the reasonable demands 
of the gentleman from New York, but the modest 
exactions are required, that by their feeble efforts 
they should break through the fastenings of nature, 
and see through the fogs which she has rendered 
impenetrable to human vision. 
the two instances of the Bristol and Mexico, 
| the most satisfactory evidence satisfied the grand 
: jury that the pilots were totally exempt from blame, 
; andthe officers of the revenue cutter gave their 
|! unhesitating testimony in favor of their general as- 
; Siduity. Inall justice, they are, therefore, to be con- 


entered into this preliminary discussion because I 
consider it indispensably essential to the elucida- 
tion of the main question. Thetwo wrecks which 
gave rise to so much hasty declamation, and wholly 
originated the law of Congress, which I consider 
| unjust, constitute the chief proof of the defect ‘in 
the legislation of New York. If-it be shown that 
: those lamentable disasters are not attributable to the 
` pilots, and, of course, that they cannot be traced to 
: any defect in the laws, then all the reasoning based 
! upon them must fall tothe ground. Now, E think 
| I have satisfactorily demonstrated, that the pilots 
are wholly guiltless of the charges made against 
them; by consequence, the alleged defect in the 
, New York laws is unsustained—therefore, cn this 
: ground, alone, I may assert that the act of Congress 
| is uncalled for. 


| Iwill not let the question rest here: but meet the 
! gentleman on his own ground. He thinks the pri- 
` Vileges granted to the pilots assume the awful shape 
! of a monopoly. When I heard him denounce mo- 


i 
i 
| 


` nopolies, I was in doubt whether to suspeet or con- . 
, gratulate him. But on further examination, Ifound . 


_ that his imagination had been employed to conjure 
| up a monster, that he might show with what indig- 


An enemy to monopolies myself, Iam not inclined 
to vindicate them; and did I think that the poor 
privileges enjoyed by the pilots constituted a mo- 
nopoly, [should not be found among their abettors. 
Iam not geing to attempta definition of the term: 
like all forms of phrase in popular use, I believe 
it tobe vague in its application. But in no objec- 
tionable sense do the pilots enjoy a monopoly. I 
say this abstractedly, without any reference to the 


recent law of New York, which has destroyed every | 
thing to which the most fastidious could apply that | 


| 


odious appellation. Let us judge the question b; 
- comparison—the fairest, if not the most philosophi- 
cal, mode of investigation, 


of the officers attached to the revenue cut- | 


the port, except on extraordinary occasions, when it has been , 


The most rigid and hazardous performance of their » 


sidered blameless. As I have already said, I have ` 


nant eloquence he could lash him out of existence. ' 
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Do lawyers enjoy a monopoly, because no one 
can be admitted to practise at the _ bar, until he has 
not only undergone a prescribed examination, but 
until he has studied his profession a certain number 
of years? Do physicians enjoy a monopoly, be- 
cause in a profession affecting so seriously the lives 
of their fellow-citizens, they are obligated to spend 
a definite number of years in the acquisition of the 
knowledge supposed necessary for successful prac- 


: tice, while others are prohibited from charging me- 
- dical fees who have not been subjected to the same 


length of preliminary study? The lawyer and the 


` doctor are no monopolists; and yet the pilot is de- 


' whatever? 


nounced as cne for claiming privileges far inferior. 
His profession is purely local, and cannot be ren- 
dered transferable, The young man who has stu- 
died law or medicine in New York, may change 
the scene of his labors with probable success, to 
Iowa or Wiskonsin—the pilot is confined to the 
channel with which years of hardship and vicissi- 
tude have rendered him familiar. The remunera- 
tion of the pilot is fixed by law; the fees of the doc- 
tor and the lawyer are left to their own discretion, 
Life and property are entrusted to the doctor and 
the lawyer; yetthey give no bond for the faithful 
and successful performance of their duties; the pi- 
lot is responsible for life and property in like man- 
ner, but he is subject to heavy penalties, fully se- 
cured on the conviction of delinquency. Will the 
gentleman from New York vote for the revocation 
of the privileges he enjoys? Will he agree that 
any man, no matter how brief his time of prepara- 
tory study, shall, asa physician, be allowed tv tam- 
per with the health and lives of our citizens? Will 

e permit any one to risk, on the presumption of his 
contracted knowledge, the property of a client ina 
suit at law, or the life of a fellow-citizen on a crimi- 
nal trial? He denounces the pilot as a monopolist, 
but suffers the lawyer and doctor untrammelled to 
kill and defraud professionally. Is a doctor cen- 
sured because he loses a patient? Is a lawyer ostra- 
cised because his client is condemned? Why, 
then, is a pilot to beconvicted unheard and untried, 
because a vesselis wrecked through no fault of his 
If a vessel had been run ashore with a 
view to defraud the underwriters, guilt must be 


| fairly proved before sentence can be pronounced. 


But in this case the whole body of pilots is de- 
nounced, because two vessels were wrecked, without 
any possible imputrtion even on those, who, in the 
opinion of the grand jury, might have averted the 


: calamity by a suitable degree of caution. 


The pilots monopolists! Would a mechanic, ač- 


: cording to the usual regulations, be allowed to work 


| inany shop, unless he had served a regular appren- 


ticeship? Is this rule banned as a monopoly? 
Would a merchant be allowed to trade in New 
York without being subjected to the usual restriction 
of the mercantile laws? Could even the poor orange 
dealers, who grace the sidewalks of Broadway, sell 
their fruit without subjection to the license of the 
city? Doctors, lawyers, merchants, and retailers, 


; enjoy a greater monopoly than the pilots ever could 


boast, and yet are tolerated in their privileges with- 
out an objection; while the pilots, restricted as they 
were, and still more, restricted as they now are by 
the State law, cannot find sympathy, nor even justice. 
But few as were the privileges boasted by the 
pilots—privileges far more contracted than those 
enjoyed by every other profession—even these few 
have been diminished. by a late law of the State. 
Paltry as were their immunities, when they were 
obliged to labor under the oppression of a fixed 
compensation, which produced necessarily the 
combination so much vilified, these immunities 
have been much narrowed. There was, if the 
question be judged by comparrison, no monopoly 
before 1837; and now, ifany thing, they suffer op- 
pression. The law of the State has driven from 
the sight of the keenest vision the faintest shadow of 
alleged monopoly. If thelaw of Congress was un- 
just and unnecessary formerly, it is more so now. 
‘When this is proved, my object is accomplished. If 
I succeed, Icannot but think that even the New York 
delegation should be in favor of the repeal of the 
law of 1837. One of them indeed already has pro- 
fessed his willingness to vote for the repeal of the 
act of Congress, provided an amendment could be 
engrafted on the law of New York, which would 
destroy the general combination among the pilots. 
This combination is the alleged cause of all the 
evils complained of; and ifit be done way with, he 
nts the law of Congress to be wholly nugatory. 
can inform him that a section enacting all he de- 
sires is to be found in the act, entitled.““An act for 
the licensing and government of the pilots of the 
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st of New York, by the way of Sandy Hook.” 

he 23d section reads thus: 

“The earnings of the pilots belonging to any boat, shall h> 
equal divided among the pilots of said beat; and no pilot shail 
participate, untssas authorized by the commissioners, in the 
earnings ofany others than thase attached to the same boat; and 
for breach of this provision, any pilot or pilots shall forfett his or 
“eir license of licenses.” A g us 

Is not the system or combination prohibited by 
this section, and the penalty of forfeiture incurred 
by infringement of its provision? Does it not con- 
tain all that is wished—all that is proposed. Ifthe 
combination is the evil which the act of Congress 
was intended to correct, the evil no longer exists or 
can exist; the law, therefore, isno longer needed. 
But in the face of the section which I have just 


they now enjoy, after years of prescribed prepara- 
tory study? “Would they not rebel against the 
tyranny? Suppose at the same time, their fees 
should be fixed, whilst those of the intruder were 
unlimited, would they not denounce the oppression? 
Leta small spark of justice illumine their selfish- 


` ness; and when they lift up their hands in holy 


horror against monopoly, they must not plume 


: themselves with the belief that they are exempt from 


crimination. While they labor for the conversion 
of others, let them endeavor to reform themselves. 


They enjoy exclusive privileges, while the pilots ;; 


enjoy nune whatever. 


ut it is said thai the objection made to the pilot — i 
‘| the laws which do now allow t 


. monopoly is urged on general principles, while 


read, and which completely annihilates the whole | 
system of criminated combination, the belief still | 


prevails hat it yet flourishes in full vigor; andthe mo- 
ment vou attempt to utter a word in vindication. of 
the character or claims of the New York pilots, 
you are answered by the assertion, that monopoly 
and combination have rendered them inert, and that 
the only method to force them into activity and 
assiduity, is to open the door to competition. Is 
the assertion true? The portion of the law I have 
read demonstrates its falsity. The charge can be 
urged only by ignorance or malignity. 
nopolists they were not, even under the law 


have already proved. Indeed they were less so; 
because, while enjoying no greater privileges, their 
buisiness is local, their compensation was fixed by 
lay, and they were bound by heavy penalties for 
the faithful performance of their duties. Neither 
combination or monopoly should ever have been 
urged in connection with their names. 

he morning hour expired, and Mr. H. sus- 
pended his remarks. _ 

Mr. Hitten resumed his remarks. In the obser- 
vations I addressed to the House on yesterday, I 
showed that the law of 1837 was passed in haste, 
and without due deliberation, in consequence of the 
excitement produced by the loss of the two vessels, 
the Bristol and the Mexico. on ies that- public 
indignation was unjustly roused against the pilots 
who were by no means chargeable with those dis- 


That mo- |! 
of | 
1819, more than members of other professions, I | 


| eessary to repeat it. 


the utility of the law of Congress is vindicated on 
account of its efficacy in destroying the system of 
combination, which was chiefly conducive in pa- 
ralyzing the energies of the pilots. I say in reply, 
that the act of Congress did not contribute, in any 
degree, to break up the combination. That reform 
was effected solely and directly by the law of the 
State, passed within a few weeks after the Con- 
gress enactment. The twenty-third section of that 
law I read yesterday, and it is, conseyuently, unne- 
That section specifically pro- 
vides that the earnings of any one boat must be di- 
vided solely among the pilots of said boat, and esta- 
blishes the turfeiture of the license as the penalty 
for infringing its provisions. The passage of this 
law produced the correction of the mischief com- 


` plained of; nor was the law of Congress in any de- 


gree instrumental in promoting this object. The 
commissioners of pilots appointed by Governor 
Seward, in an article published in the New York 
Journal of Commerce of May 15th, 1840, explicitly 
and publicly deny the existence of “any combina- 


. tion, either now, or for several years past,” and at 


asters, and consequently the act of Congress hav- _ 


ing been 
nation, which was alleged to be the source of the 
mischief, originated in’a mistaken idea of the facts, 
and should never have been made. 


ssed, with a view to destroy the combi- ` 


One other ar- | 


ment in its favor, I proved also to be futile. That | 


aw is vindicated on the ground ‘that it annihilates a 


monopoly alleged to have been enjoyed by the pi- |: 
lots. ‘That monopoly- I evinced to be imaginary— | 


the abortive offspring of blinded prejudice. 

But whatever se, biased fancy may sup- 
pose to have been tolerated by the law of 1819, 
eertainly a mind the most diseased, cannot conceive 
the faintest shadow of one to exist under the New 
York law of 1837. The former limited the num- 
ber of pilots tothe supposed requisitions of the port, 
prescribing the term of service, and fixing the 
compensation. The State law of 1837, not only 
blots out every trace of privilege, but to my mind 
opens the door so wide as to become oppressive to 
the pilot who has gonethrough a hazardous appren- 
ticeship of five years. By that law five commis- 
sioners are appointed by 


the Governor of New. 


York, by and with the advice and consent of the ;i posed to each other—I mean boat against boat for their inci- 


Senate, “for the licensing, regulation, and govem- ; 


ment of pilots.” These commissioners are directed 
- to administer the requisite oathsto pilots, and are 
empowered “to license all 
act as pilots by the way of Sandy Hook, including 
those called deputy pilots, as they may deem compe- 
tent after examination; and also, every other person 
of full age and good moral character, making ap- 
plication therefor.” Every person of full age and 
good moral character—mark carefully these words, 
Mr. Speaker, and then let any one, who pretends to 


know the meaning of the word monopoly, assert : 


that any is enjoyed by the New York pilots. If 
aniy man with the two qualifications mentioned, may 
at the discretion of the commissioners be allowed to 


rsons now licensed to | 


serve in the capacity of a pilot, where is the ex- | 


clusive privilege enjoyed by those who were | 


obliged to serve. an apprenticeship of five years? 
Is not the new regulation, instead of conferring a 
monopoly, oppressive on the old pilots? Is not all 
the monopoly, if I may so apply the term, enjoyed 
by the new aspirants tothe profession? What would 
the New York lawyers, who are now clamorous 
about monopoly, think, if some favorite of fortune, 
gifted with talent, should be admitted, after brief pre- 
‘patation, to honors of the bar equal with those 


he same time distinetly and positively assert that 
whatever reform has been effected, “has been the 
result solely of the State law of 1837.” Siill more 
recently they have addressed a letter to me, in which 
they reiterate their publicly expressed opinion. 
This letter I will read at length, as an omission of 
any part of it would be unjust: 

“Yours of the 2lst inst. has just come to hand. We enclose 


you the questions to which we replied in the Journal of Com- 
merce. As to the combination we alluded to in that reply, we 


would respectfully refer you to the twenty-third section of the | 


act passed by our Legislature in 1837; in addition to which, we 
do most solemnly assure you that the competition existing 


among the New York pilots is equally, if not tore stre- . 


nuous, than that existing between them and the New Jersey 
ilots. 
Ps We know this to be a decided fact from the report books of 
the last three years’ siandieg, and fiom every day o:servation. 
A more valuable, capable, deserving, and enterprising ciass of 
pilots, the world does nct produce, We would farther assure 
you thatthey almost daily board vesel; at sea from 16 to 50, 
80, 100, 160, 200 miles distant írom the Hook; and, in some in- 
stances, nearly up to Nantacket and St. George’s Bank. It is 


really heart-rending fo see those invaders of our State nghts | 


board vessels alongside the dock and carry them to sea, to the 
exclusion of our pilots, who have served a regular apprentice- 
ship, and who have euch an imrhense capital afloat, If they 
have for once erred, surely they have redeemed that error by 
their unexceptionable conduct, and a probation of nearly four 
years, added to which, they have been sufficiently punished for 
it, aud have made atople atonement. 

“The General Government may, as well as the State Go- 
vernment, be assured that they need be uncer no apprehen- 
sions of neglect of duty among them; forif suchshould be the 


case, while we have the honor of acting, they will be rigidly | 


punished to the very letter. We forward you a copy of the 
Staite laws, which you will perceive are very severe. As a 
farther proof of their being in a most determined manner op- 


- vidual interest—we have before us reports made by them, 
ainst each other, for infringements made on. each others i: 


rights, which of course we have to adjust.” 

The opinion of the commissioners I should deem 
entitled to more respect than any evidence we can 
obtain. They may be presumed to be best ac- 


quainted with the operations of the law; to them all . 


infractions of it are reported, and hence all facts 
connected with the conduct of the pilots come to 
their knowledge in a correct and tangible form; 
nor must it be forgotten that they are sworn to at- 
tend to the faithful execution of the law. Their 
opinions are not based on rumor, but are the result 
of deliberate investigation. And what do they say? 
That there is no combination; and that there is 
none, is owing to the State law alone. They pro- 
nounce the pilots to be active and industrious, and 


sedulously: competing with those of their own | 


State. They do indeed say, “Jf the pilots of New 
York have erred, they have made ample atone. 
ment.” But the “if” is underscored, to indicate 
that, in the opinion of the commissioners, the pilots 
were wholly blameless. The if was only a conces- 
sion for sake of argument. To show that the re- 
presentations of the commissioners are entitled to 
paramount respect, I shall read the postscript to 


their letter, which informs us of what class of men 
the board is composed. lt is constituted, as it 
shoulda be, of men who possess superior nautical 
experience. They say: 

“This board is compased of men who have sailed from this 
port as long, ifnot tonger, than most men who have made the 
sea their profession, and we have found, from an experience of 
from thirty to thirty-five years, that we were never at a loss for 
a pilot, except when a great influx of arriva's took place, and 
the pilots were all engaged, which has some years past been the 
case, and caused a small detention. Since that, the defect has 
been remedied by an increase in the number of the pilote; 
which increase has teen such, and shortly will be greater, b 
the expiration of the indentures of apprentices, that they will 
scarcely be able to pay expenses, This board would, asa mat- 
ter of impartial justice, bey of yov either to cause a repeal of 

e Jersey pilots to pilot in our 
waters, or place them tnder the same restrictions as those te 
which our pilots are subjected ” 

These sworn officer: of the State, who are men of 
experience, and placed in a position to ascertain 
all the facts, and to judge of the operations of the 
law, call upon us to decide on its repeal as unjust 
and unnecessary. And yet we are toid that all 
New York is against the recision of the act of 
Congress. If we may judge by the piles of memo- 
rials presented here on every possible subject, and 
the known facility with which they are obtained, 
surely the judgment of the “commissioners of pi- 
lots” is entitled to more respectful consideration 
than a dozen such memorials. 

They tell us that the act of Congress was wholly 
inoperative in bringing about the reform said to 
have been produced; that the whole merit is due 
exclusively to the Statelaw. That such must be 
the fact, a slight examination will demonstrate. 
The direct tendency of the act of Congress is ob- 
viously to break up the conflicts of jeniousy be- 
tween the New York pilots,to draw more closely 
together the bonds of their common interests, and 
to give new vigor to the vilified combination. As 
long as they were left to compete with one another, 
individual enterprise would necessarily be active 
and industrious. But as soon as you attack them 
in a body, and bring a whole squadron of rivals 
to contend against them en masse, the inevitabhe 
consequence must be the oblivion of individual jea- 
lousies, to promote the common interest. he 
esprit d’corps of the profession becomes paramount 
to individual selfishness, for one reason at. least in 
this case, because individual interests were peat 
rable from common aggrandisement. | The combi- 
nation there did not sink under the weight of the 
act of Congress, but was crushed solely by the power 
of the State law, which expressly prohibits combi- 
nation between different boats under the penalty of 
a forfeiture of license. 

What, then, is the effect of the act of Congress? 
Why, more immediately to bring the pilots of the 
two.contiguous States into unequal competition. I 
say the competition is unequal, because the laws 
of the two States are not equally severe in their re- ` 
strictions. The pilots of New York are subjected 
to many disadvantages and disabilities under which 
the Jersey pilots do not labor. Under the act of 
Congress, the injustice with respect to other States 
may, at any moment, exist to 3 far greater extent 
than in the case of New York and New Jersey; and 
may terminate not only in producing an angry con- 
flict between two States, if one, zealous to promote 
the interests of its own citizens, should remove atl 
restrictions, and its neighbor should emulate its 
zeal, but may ultimately prove seriously injurious 
to the mercantile interests, by admitting,’ through 
the force of sectional conflict, any one and every 
one to act as pilot. ae 

But should the law of Congress be repealed, what 


` mischief would ensue? None whatever, even to 


H3 


the New Jersey pilots. Justice only would be re- 
stored to its proper course. The New Jersey pilat 
would not be prohibited from conducting “vessels 
intothe harbor of New York; he would only;as.is 
be subjected to the Same restric- 
The State law of 


character, 3 
The result of the repeal 


destroy the unfairness of the competition. : ‘The 
only effect of the act t n- 

absolute injustice at present, and of probable inis- 
chief in future. It ought, 
Perit js said that the only complaints addressed 
to us come from the pilots, and no other portion of 
the community seems interested in the repeal-of the 
law, This is one reason urged ‘why the meniorial 
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should not be regarded. For a moment, I confess, 
I was under the impression that this argument was 
not meant to be serious. But the earnestness with 
which it was pressed, soon convinced me of my 
error. What! is this principle advocated in an 
American Congress? Must we lend no ear to the 
prayer of a citizen aggrieved, unless his position 
1s endorsed by those by whom he is oppressed? 
Must a court refuse to issue a writ of habeas at the 
rayer of a prisoner, unless his prayer is backed 
by the authority that imprisoned him? If the Ex- 
ecutive should dismiss an officer from the army, 
must Congress'refuse all attention to his petition, 
unless the President should unite with him in a 
concurrent memorial? Such an argument is too 
ridiculous for a reply. Andyet it has been strenu- 
ously urged as a sufficient reason why we should 
dismiss the memorial of the pilots. We must give 
no attention to their prayer, because it is not en- 
dorsed by other portions of the community, Nay, 
further, it is argued that no mischief, nay, rather 
benefit has been done to the community ‘at large, 
bythe reform which it is pretended, has been pro- 
duced by the law of Congress, because no com- 
plaints have been heard from any except the pilots 
themselves. The argument is consistently ridicu- 
lous. Suppose Congress, in the plenitude of its 
wisdom, should enact alaw (and it 
todo many things as sane’) fixing at alow rate 
the wagesof any one class of mechanics, or, if you 
please, : f theday laborer, without establishing any 
such regulation for other trades or professions. No 
doubt the balance of the community would be be- 
nefited by receiving the articles produced by that 
one trade at a proportionately low price, while the 
other trades would be left to exact, without restric- 
tion. of law, what payment they please for their own 
productions. The mass of the community would 
not complain; remonstrances wculd be heard but 
from the members of one profession. _ This would 
be sufficient, according to the argument used in re- 


ference to the pilots, why we should turn a deaf 


ear to those remonstrances. The community does 
-not suffer or complain—only one poor class of it is 
oppressed for the benefit of the rest. This 


argument may embody some recondite theory. of 


pretended philosophy, but it is in contradiction 
to the plain principles of common justice. > It is 
idle to say t 
nity. Ina 


the operation of any law. 


petitions will be presented to Congress. 


ber, there would be no petition. 
ly a wonderful discovery, that 


for its rejection. 


recipient of a magnificent 
nation of a doctrine which 


justifies their 


their subjects. 


Mr. Speaker, I fear I have trespassed too long 


on the time and patience of the House; but I wis 

to comment on insinuations, as well as to reply 
to arguments; I trust, therefore, you will bear 
with me a few moments longer. Sinister motives 
have been attributed to me, as well as to others. 


I, at least, have been actuated by no reposses- 
sions, either political or personal. As I have al- 
ready stated, I am no volunteer in this matter. I 


have been driven into the position which I at 
present occupy by the importunities of the gentle- 
man who now stands opposed to me. In con- 
science, I feel obnoxious to no imputations. While 
he sọ hastily invents motives for me, will he be 
equally ingenious in fathoming and expounding the 
motives of himself, in his oppo ition here, and of his 
friends in New York. How does it hapnen, that 
after a pilot of his own city has conducted a ves- 
sel from sea into harbor, a New Jersey pilot ob- 
tains the privilege, contrary to usual ractice, of 
taking her out, even when the New York pilot is in 
waiting, and is entitled, according to previous 
usage, to pilot her out? The gentleman is skilled 
in detecting motives: he pretends to implicate mine. 
Let him prove his necromantic powers by expound- 
ing the reasons for this injustice. That suc isthe 
fact, I have the authority of the commissioners. I 
leave to his perspicacity to explain the motives. 
The commissioners of pilots, in a letter to me, un- 
er date of June 4, 1840, use the following lan- 
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guage: “ The New Jersey pilots are in the constant 
ractice of carrying to sea such vessels as our New 
Fork pilots bring in from sea.” This might be 
accounted for by those who have witnessed the pro- 
scription, which is brought to bear, not only in 
public stations, but made to visit us in the sacred 
relations of private life. But I will not indulge 
in speculation. Here is the fact. The gentle 
man from New York is the self-constituted ex- 
pounder of motives. I leave the case with him. 
Mr. Speaker, I trust that I have successfully 
shown that the charge of criminal neglect of duty, 
urged against the pilots of New York—which gave 
birth to the act of Congress of March, 1837—is 
utterly groundless. Ihave shown that even under 
the law of 1819, they enjoyed no greater monopoly 
than seems to be claimed by other professions. I 
have proved that under the State law of 1837, so 
far from luxuriating inthe advantages of a mono- 


the’ House of Representatives, June 13, 1840— 
On fhe Independent Treasury bill, in Committee 

$? of fhe Whole on the state of the Union. 

\M$. BURKE rose and said: 

fr. Coatnman: I have some facts and conside- 

ratroas, connected with the bill now before the 
committee, which I wish to present to the country, 
And I will say at the outset, that I make my speech 
to be read by the people—for home consump- 
tion—not to be listened to by gentleman here; and 
as [ make no pretensions to the arts and graces of 
oratory, I shall endeavor to gain the ear of the peo- 
ple, and arrest their attention, by the simple power 
of argument alone—by presenting to their minds 
some of the facts and reasons which induce me to 
give my support to the bill upon your table. 


qual Sir, I regard the bill now under discussion in this 
tition. I have proved that no combination ex- 


as been asked” 


no injury is done to the commu- 
Republican Government, at least, no 
injury can be inflicted long on the community by 
Oppression can rest on 
a part—generally on a small part—only of the 
community. To redress injustice done to a small 
number of citizens, must be the only case in which 
If a law 
oppressed a majority, or even a large num- 
It is real- 
the fact of 
a petition being presented is a sufficient reason 
The friends of despotism can 
‘find in the A Sagres from New York a worthy 
present, for the origi- 

royal 
masters in treading under foot the petitions of 


committee, as one of the most important measures 
in its results and consequences, that was ever pre- 
sented for the action of a deliberative assembly. 
It is most emphatically the People’s Bill. It is, in 
trath, a second Declaration of Independence. It 
involves the great question of the currency; and 
that question embraces in its scope and effects, the 
liberties, the morals, and the highest interests of so- 
ciety. And, sir, as I did not live at the time, and 
could not sign the first sacred charter of our liber- 
ties, I rejoice that I do live at this time, and shall 
have an opportunity to record my name in favor of 
this great measure of deliverance—not from 
the dominion of a tyrant beyond the Atlantic, but 
from the sway and supremacy of a more subtle and 
dangerous foe—A M.NEYED DESPOTISM. That, sir, is 
the despotism of a civilized and intellectual age, 
the kind of despotism which we are obliged to en- 
counter, 

But, Mr, Chairman, I have some views in con- 
nection with this subject, which 1 wish to present to 
the consideration of the people of this country; and, 
in order to obtain for those views more curren- 
cy, I wish to give them an endorsement in the form 
of a speech, from this hall. ‘That, sir, is the object 
of my rising on this cccasion. 

Regarding the bill now before the committee as 

a very important one in its ultimate effects and 
consequences, I did design to consider, briefly, some 
of its leading principles and features. Bat 
those who have gone before me in this debate, 
have already anticipated what I have got to say 
in relation to the character of the bill. In truth, 
Mr. Chairman, in regard to the nature of the bill 
itself, nothing new can be said with which the peo» 
ple are not already acquainted. The details of the 
bill are familiar to the intevigent citizens of this 
Republic—to that portion of them, at least, who 
read, think, and reflect. I shall not, therefore, troa» 
ble the committee with any remarks in relation to a 
subject, with the nature of which all must now be 
familiar. But there are effects ascribed to this bill, 
and consequences which it is said will grow out of 
haba regard to which I do mean to say some- 
thing. : 
Mr. Chairman, I have something to say to the 
farmers and laboring men of this country in con- 
nection with this bill. That class, sir, I have al- 
ways lived amongst. They eompose the great 
body of my constituents. Itis that class who sent 
me here; and they sent me here, because, in 
another sphere, I advocated, with zeal and fidelity, 
what they believe to be their best interests. Iwill 
not desert them now. When their interests are 
assai'ed, humble as I am, I will rise in their de- 
fence, here or elsewhere. When attempts are 
made to mislead their minds in relation to their own 
true interesis, I will endeavor to expose the motive 
which prompts the effort to deceive, and the fraud 
and hypocrisy which seek to conceal that motive 
under the garb of a professed solicitude for their 
welfare. 

But more to the point. Prodigious efforts 
have been made to persuade the farmers and 
laborers of this country to believe, that their 
interests are to be peculiarly affected by the opera- 
tion of this bill, and to alarm those meritorious 
classes into an opposition to it. It has been 
assumed—I say assumed, without the shadow of 
fact to support such an assamption—by an honora- 


ists; and that its annihilation is attributable 
solely to the operation of the State law. I 
have proved that the act of Congress was 
productive of no beneficial effect; but, on 
the contrary, that all its tendencies are mis- 
chievous. I have proved that while it does not 
benefit the communty, it is unjust and oppressive to 
the pilots. Are these not sufficient reasons for its 
repeal? It they are, I demand its rescision, not in 
the humble posture of a mendicant supplicating fa- 
vors, but in the upright attitude of an American 
Representative, claiming the rights of freemen; 
asking that the first principles-of our Government 
should be maintained, by extending equal protection 
to all. With the facts thusclear, and the reasoning 
thus conclusive, what honest motive can there be 
for a recommittal? No object can be gained by 
such a course, except present delay and ultimate 
evasion of action. Delay and evasion are a$ un- 
just as a direct refusal to repeal. 

But, sir, while I denounce the law as unjust, I 
equally conceive it tobe dangerous. I believe it 
to be a crafty invasion of the rights of the States. 
The wound is, perhaps, too slight to be pronounced 
mortal; but it may extend and fester and become 
incurable. It is but a puncture—almost impercep- 
tible, but it is not therefore the less to be dreaded. 
Tolerate but this invasion of the rights of the States, 
and it will be but the advance-guard of a more 
formidable attack. Do not suffer the unmean- 
ing e of monopoly (umeaning in this 
instance) to seduce you into the sanction of a 
fatal precedent. The States have been too long 
passive under the usurpations of the General Go. 
vernment, based on reckless latitude of construc- 
tion of the Constitution; it is time they should be 
roused from their supineness, and not submit tothe 
most trivial infraction of their rights. 


Adverse as Į am, Mr. Speaker, to trespass on the 
patience of the House, I trust no apology will be 
expected for the remarks which the conscientious 
discharge of my du and an imperative regard 
for justice, compelled me to make. All I desire is 
legislation, not for the oppression of any, but for 
the equal protection of all. These, sir, are not the 
times to subject one portion of the community to 
the tender mercies of another. No conflict between 
capital and labor should betolerated. These arethe 
days, this the country, of freedom. The castle of 
the girs batt not be suffered to batter down the 
abodeof the humble. «Law is the barrier which pre- 
vents the unequal collision between the rights of 
the weak and the interests of the, powerful. Le- 
gislation should be precise, definite, and ample. 
It should leave noroom either for the chicanery of 
the crafty lawyer, or the loose construction of over- 
bearing power. Thisis notthe period for partial 
or conflicting legislation. When the political storm 
is raging, the laws of the country should serveas 
a lightning-rod for the preservation of the Repub- 
lican edifice of equal rights and equal privileges. 
They should cautiously protect the weak andthe 
humble, who are too often made to serve as con- 
ductors for the electric flashes of political ven- 
geance. By theirinfluence powershould be made 
to feel its impotency for pu of oppression, 
whilst weakness should find within itself no justifica- 
tion for culpable negligence. Whilst, in this case, 
the should guard with jealous scrutiny the interests 
of those who enjoy the pampered ease of luxurious 
indulgence, they should not be unmindful of the 
hardy mariner, who lives amidst the war of ele- 
ments— 

‘Whose bark ie on the mountain wave, 
Whose is on the deep.” 


June, 1840. 
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ble gentleman Gilling an exalted station, [Mr. 
Davis, Senatcr from Massa :husetts,] tbat the 
friends of this bill advocate :ts pas:age, on the 
ground that it will tend to reduve the prices of pro- 
perty and the wages of labor. And although 
that honorable gentleman has cautiously refrained 
from ascribing such an effect t» the bill himself, he 
has charged its advocates with supporting it on 
that ground; and he has endeivored to alarm the 
country, by charging wpon th: friends of this wise 
and pairiotic measure, hostility to the great business 
interests of the country, and particularly to the in- 
terests of the working man. The speech of that 
honorable gentleman has been circulated far and 
wide, and has produced, and is destined to prodace, 
all the effect that its intrinsic truth and merits will 
secure for it. Reason‘ng a priori from the intrinsic 
wn hand merits of that speech, I leave it to honora- 
ble gentlemen here, and to the country, to esti- 
mate how mach reputation for honesty ot purpose 
and integrity of motive, it will secure to its aa 
thor. 

Mr. Chairman, an honorable gentleman of this 
body [Mr. Evans] has also spoken very patheti- 
cally upon the great depreciation of prices, the fa!! 
of real estate, of rents, and most emphatically, of 
the wages of labor; which he alleges have all re- 
salted from the measures of this Administration. 
The wailings of distress raised in this Capito! have 
been caught up, with the unerring instinct of the 
foul carrioa bird, sneffing bis food from afar, by a 
corrupt and pensioned press, and re echoed throash 
the country with a z:al which would induce en 
honest man, unacquainted wich the dishonest tricks 
of party, to believe that it had some fact and trath 
for its basis. Te press, and the orators cf 
that party, are not alone in this crusade of misre- 
presentat‘on against the Administration, and this 
grand scheme of fraud and deception upon the peo- 
pie. No, sir. The bankers, merchants, and ma- 
nufacturers, scattered throughout the cities and vil- 
lages of this great Republic, with their army of re- 
tainers and dependants, have canght up the watch- 
word given out here, and the stagnation of busi- 
ness, the fa'l of prices, and all the real distress 
which does exist, are ascribed—falsely, and un- 
justly ascribed, to the measures of the Govern- 
ment, and even to this bill, which has not yet be- 
come a law, and is not, in fact, in operation. 

As I have before remarked my object is not 
so much to advocate and defend this bill, or 
to explain its particular provi-ions, as it is 
to meet the unfounded charges which have been 
preferred against the Administration and its mea- 
sures; and more especially those growing out of the 
fall of prices, the stagnation of business, and the 
distress alleged to exist in the community. A!l 
these results are assumed by gentlemen of the Op- 
position to have grown out of “tampering with the 
currency;’-—and the currency question, sir, in the 
form of this bill, is the great question now under 
discussion. I, therefore, deem itto be perfecily 
in order for me to discuss the matiers I have al- 
luded to; so far, at least, as they have a connection 
with the bill now before the committee. 

My main object, Mr. Chairman, in addressing the 
committee on this occasion, is to demonstrate by 
figures and facts, THE PROBLEM OF FLUCTUATIONS 
in the prices of property and the wages of Jabor. 
And on this sabject I am aware that I have ia some 
particulars been an‘icipated by my henorabie friend 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Witurams,] to whose 
able and admirable speech no one listened with 
more pleasure than myself.. But to proceed: I wil 
not deny, sir, because the fact is undeniable, that 
within the last six months,a considerab'e redug- 
tion bas taken place in many of the agricultural 
staples of the country, and especially in the article 
ofgrain; but not to so grectan extent asis alleged 
by gentlemen of the Opposition, and the public presses 
in the interest: of that party. Sir, the prices of all 
kinds of property are ever incident to change and 
fluctuation. They are never permanent, and never 
will be, as. Jong es the Divine: decree, that all 
things haman are mutable, remains unrepealed. 
They are ever changing with every returning sea- 
son, sometimes in a greater, sometimes in a less 
amount. There are, sir, causes for those fluctua. 
tions, but they are not to be found exclasively in 
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the measures of the Government. Nay, Mr. 
Chairman, the measures of Government operate 
but partially to produce the changes which occur 
in the nominal value of property, and the wages 
of labor. I shall now proceed to show, by 
plain and irresistible deductions from facts, what 
are the great causes which operate to produce 
changes ia prices and wages. 

Let it be remembered, sir, that the argument of 
the opponents of this bill is, in substance, that 


medium, aod the measure of value and basis of 


it is an antagonist measure to the paper sys:em, 
which tends to keep prices and wages nomi- 
nally high; and that the friends of the Adminis- 
tration support it because it tends to establish a 
permanent and stable currency, and, as an 
incidental effect, to reduce prices and wages no- 
minally. In other words, sir, the opponents of 
this bill prefer and inflated fluctuating prices 
which a paper currency, constantly expanding and 
contracting, causes, to sound and permanent prices, 
which a stable currency, subject to no expansion 
and contraction, produces. . 

l shall now, Mr. Chairman, proceed to show by 
facts how much truth there is in this assumption; 
for, sir, it no more than assumption. I will now 
state the propositions which I shall endeavor to 
maintain, and the facts and il'u-trations I shall 
adduce in theirsupport. They are, sir, 

1. That expansions and contract.ons of the cur- 
rency, and the relative increase and decrease of 
the demand and supply, are the principal vaures 


of the rise and fall of prices and the wages of <i 


labor. This, sir, is the main propositicn, which, 
in order to be better understond, I analyze thus: 
2. That the expansion of the currency, all 


creases the prices of property and the wages of 


labor. This proposition is so self-evident as hardly ‘| 


to require illustration. It is obvious to the most 


value, would nominally increase the price. 

On this point, I will suppose a case. I will take 
a community of fifty families, having a real estate, 
stock, grain, and other property, and a circulation 
of $10,090. With that: amount of money, they 
get only $l per bushel for their wheat, and the 


prices of all their other property are “graduated | 


upon the same scale. Now, sir, if the qaan- 
tity of real estate, grain, &c. remain the same, and 
there is no increase of demand, to double the 
amount of circulation would increase the nominal 
prices of property in the same proportion. Wheat, 
which was worth $1 per bushel with a circulation 
of $10,000, wouid be worth $2 with a currency 
of $20,000; the cu-rency having been in fact di- 
lated and depreciated one half by the expansion; 
and in consequence of such depreciation, it takes 
twice as much now to buy the bushel of wheat as 


it did when the currency was at its minimum : 
I make use of this plain and homely il- | 


amount 
lustration, because, sir, it will be most easily un- 
derstood. 


3. My third proposition is, that a diminution of |; 


the supply, in proportion to the demand, the curren- 
cy, or measure of value, and other things, remain- 
iog the same, increases prices and wages. To il- 
lustrate this proposition, it is only necessary to re- 


the quantity of wheat to be reduced one half, and 


the amount of circulatie: to remain the same. 
Thus these two causes, viz: an expansion of the 


the same result—an increase of prices. 


It will now be admitted, becau-e it is self- | 


evident. 


4. That when boih of the above causes operate | 


together—for instance, when there is a great ex- 
pansion of the cuzrency, and a great diminution of 
the supply in proportion to the demand—prices will 
be greatly enhanced. 

The converse of this proposition must also be 
admitted. 


. of prices. 
|, the considerations already stated. 
currency, and a diminution of the relative propor- , ; 
tion of the supply to the demand, produce precisely | 
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5. My fifth proposition is, that a contraction of 
the currency, all other things remaining the same, 
causes the prices of property and the wages of la- 
bor to fall. This, also, may be illustrated by the 
case ] have before suppesed. If the quantity of 
wheat remains the same, a reduction of the cur- 
rency from $10 000 to $5,000 weuld cause the prices 


|i of wheat to fall nominally one half, and, ins'ead of 


being one dollar per bushel, it would be but fifty 


i} cents. 
prices are high in paper money countries, and low `: 
in countries in which specie is the circulating | 


6. That an increase of the relative proportion of 
the supply over the demand, other things remain- 


' ing the same, nominally redaces prices and wages. 
exchange; that they oppose this measure because | 


Thus in the case supposed, if the quantity of wheat 
ani other propery shoul be coabled, the amount 
of the currency remaining the same, and the de- 
mand a's) remaining the same, the nominal prices 
of it would decrease ons ha'f, and it would 
bring but 50 cen's per bush]. The supply over 
the demand may increase to such an amount as 
to render an article entirely without value. To 
suppose, Mr. Chairman, an extreme case; if the 
supply over the demand by purchasers, and the 
wants of the producers, should be so great as to 
produce a surplus which cenld not be sold nor 
consumed, that surpius would be en’irely without 
value. This case is never true in peint cf fact, in 
regard to the productions of labor, although it is 
sometimes approximated to. 

If a surplus of grain or other commodities over 
the wants of the community, and the demand for 
it in other communities, is prcduczd, it can be 
stored and kept until it is wantel. But it is not 
so with labor itself. That exists inhuman mus- 
c'es, and must be called forth constanily, or it is 
lost. If Jaborers are throwa ont of employment, 


» the labor which they lose during the time they are 
: cut of employment, cannot be stored, nor reserved 
. for future we when it may te wanted, but is lost 

other things remaining the same, nominally in- || 


forever. Therefure a surplus of labor over the 
wants of the community is a dead loss. 
This principle, viz: an increase ef the sepply 


:: over the demand, solves the prob'em in part, (the 
common understanding, that, if the quantity of {| 
any article of property remains the same, an in- : 
crease of tke currency, which is the measure of its i 


| contraction of the currency being a great and ef- 


ficient cause,) ef the fall of prices of wheat and 
other grains during the present season. During 


| the years 1836, 37, and °38, the quantity of grain 


(and flour more especially) produced, was not suf- 
fisieat for the consumption of the coun'ry, 2s is 
conclusively proved by the large quantities of 
wheat impor'ed from abroad. It was also mono- 
polzed by speculators, deriving their means from 
the favor of the banks, who withheld it from 
market, thus adding an artificial scarci'yto the 
real one, and increasing exorbitantly the prices of 
that article. Butduring the years 1838 and °39, 
the quantiiy of wheat produced has greatly exceed- 
ed the wants of the country, and there has been 
left a large surplus for exportation to foreign 
countries. The effect of this, is, to stop the im- 
portation of foreign grain, and produce ‘a fall of 
prices. Tne intelligent farmer will see in this, the 
solution ef the causes which have reduced the 
prices of his grain, without conjuring up the ghost 
of the Sub-Treasury bill, which, like the shades 
of great men, seen by the “pieut Æneas” in Pin- 
to’s dark realms, has not yet come upon earth; 
or charging it to other measures of the Administra- 
tion. But, before I conclude, sir, I shall enlarge 
now upon this po'nt. 

My next proposition is, 

7. Taat the last two mentioned causes operating 


i together, viz: acontraction of the currency, andan 
verse tte case I have just supposed, and assume | 


increase of the relative proper.ion cf the supply 
over the demand, produce a very great diminution 
The trath of this will be manifest: by 

The causes which affect prices, causing them fo 
rise and fall, are often modified and “eoun'eracted 
by each other. Thus, Lian 

8. The effects of an expansion of the currency, 
which increases prices, will be neutralized, more or 
less, by an increase of the supply ia proportion to 
the demand, whica reduges them. An 

9. The effects of a diminution of the supply over 
the demand, which increases prices, will be neu- 
tralized, more-or-less, by a contraction of the cur- 
rency, which redaces them. 
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The converse oi the last two propositions are also 
trae. 

10. Another cause tending to raise and depress 
the prices of property, and the wages of labor, is 
an increase or decrease of taxes. Taxes tend to 
elevate prices in proportion to their amount. To 
ilastrate-—if there were no taxes, every man 
would enjoy allthe income of his property and la- 
bor. If he is taxed, that iacome is reduced in pro- 
portion tothe amount of the tax. If his property 
and his labor cannot produce enough means to sup- 
ply the amount taken by the Government for taxes, 
it has precisely the same effect as diminishiog the 
demand in proportion to the supply. Men will 
not lessen their income if they can help it. If 
from any cause the amount of the products of pro- 
perty and labor are diminished, they will increase 
prices and wages, in order to make up the defi- 
ciency. Ithe Government takes ten bushels of 
grain, or a bate of eotton, or the value of a day’s 
work, or, what is the same thing, the citizen is 
obliged to sell that amount, in order to obtain money 
enoogh io pay his tares, the effect is preciseiy 
the same as if ihe income, or supply of his pro- 


1 


| 


property or labor, was redaced that amount. 


o make up the deficiency, he will add to the 
prices of his property or the wages of his labor. 
Again, for example, if five dollars are exacted from 
the laborer, in the form of taxes, he must increase 


the wages of his labor enough to make up the de- `' 
; price of agricultural products by decreasing the 


ficiency, and support himself and family as com- 
fortably as he did before. All political econo- 


mists, I believe, agree inthe principle that taxes | 


tend to elevate prices and wages. In European 


countries, where the laborer is the victim of a despo- ` 


tism, either political or social, the capitalist pays 
the tax, and labor, therefore, may not be so much 
affected by taxes as in this country, where he shares 
in the power of Government, and the support of its 
bardens. 

Havi: g, Mr. Chairman, stated the propositions 
or elements of the problem of flactuations, I shall 
now pioceed to demonstrate it by facts, figures, 
and plain deductions from them. 


Fortunately for me, sir, there are two periods in ` 
the history of this country parallel to each other in | 


causes and effects, which afford a complete illus- 


tration of. the truth of the propositions I have just | 


laid down, so far as the actual connection of prac- 
tical experience with abstract principle can be per- 
ceived. I atlude, sir, to those periods of our histo- 


ry embracing the years 1812 to 1819, and the years - 


1833 to 1839 inclusive. 

In the first period, two causes operated to pro- 
dace the high prices which all descriptions of pro- 
perty commanded, and particularly articles of pro- 
vision. Those caases were, an extraordinary ex- 
pansion of the currency, and a decrease of supply 
10 proportion to the demand. More remote causes 
operated partially. During the first two years of 
the first period I have named, the country was in 
astate of war. The Government then was the 
greatconsumer. It wanted beef, pork, flour, and 
other articles of provision for the support of the 
armies which it was obliged to keep in the field 
and to maintain. The demand fcr all articles of 
provision was vastly increased over ordinary times. 
This, sir, bad a powerful tendency to elevate prices. 

The Government also called into its service large 
bodies of men, most of whom were before engaged 


ia agricultaral pursuits, and in the business of pro- | 
duction. This tended to diminish the supply in | 
proportion to the demand, and thus to increase | 
prices. These were two powerful causes, ope- . 


rating to enhance the prices of every kind of pro- 
perty. For, if agricultaral products rise in price, 
farms would also rise in vaiue. And if a large 
portion of those who labored on farms, and in other 
pursuits, were abstracted from such occupations to 
the camp and field, as was the fact, the wages of 
labor must necessarily rise. Bat there was still 
another cause which operated at that time, and also 
tended, tnore powerfully than a!l other causes, to 
enhance prises. Jt was an extraordinary expan- 
sion of the carrency, growing, in a great measure, 
oat of the exigencies of the Government, which 
was compelled to pat in requisition a vast amount 
of pecuniary means, to sustain itself in the severe 
and perilous conflict in which it was engaged. 
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A few facts will show the extent of the expan- 
sion of the currency during that period. 
the currency in circulation in the country was, of 
paper, twenty-eight and a half millions, and specie, 
fifteea millions; making ia the whole ‘orty-three 
millions; (See.Mr. Woodbury’s table of Circulations, 
House Doc. No 27, Qd session 23d Congress.) 
1813 it was estimated by Mr. Crawford, that the 
circulation was $70,000,000. . In 1815 it had swol- 
len to $110,000,000; and this amount, says Mr. 
Crawford, was probabiy augmented in 1816. In 
1819, accerding to the same authority, the circula- 
tion was contracted to $45,000,000, being a reduc- 


of more than fifty ver cent. from 1816; (Mr. Craw- ` 
` ford’s Report, page 24, 1820; reprinted in House Doc. . 


No. 51, 23d Congress, Ist session ) 
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Thus the causes which operated to enhance | 
prices during the first period 1 have named, were, | 


first, a great demand, which was occasioned by the 
Government being then a great consumer; second, 
a diminished supply, occasioned by the abstraction 
of productive labor from the business of produc- 
tion; and third, and the most powerful of all the 
Causes, a great and rapid expansion of the curren- 
cy, which rose, as before stated, from 1811 to 1816, 
from $43,000,000 to 110,000,000, more than 
doubling itself. 

Those causes operated in 1812 and the interme- 
diate years to 1816. During this year and 1817, 
an extraordinary caase intervened to enhance the 


supply. That cause was the cold season of 1816, 
which ent off the crops of that year. At this pe- 
riod commenced the retrograde movement, and a 
most #remendous and disastrous revulsion followed, 
arriving at its flood tide in 1819, which rocked this 
country from centre to exiremities, as if shaken 
and ccnvulsed by an earthquake, the causes of 
which I shall endeavor to assign before I sit down. 

The effects of the causes 1 have assigned, for the 
increase of prices during the first period I have se- 
lected, are most strikingly visible in the prices of 
beef, pork, flour, co'ton, wool, and almost every 
other article of traffic and commerce, as will be 
scen by the tables I bave been at great pains to ob- 
tain, and which I now introduce.. 

The first table, Mr. Chairman, exhibits the 
wholesale prices of beef, pork, flour, and nume- 
rous other articles, obtained from the priees cur- 
rent in the market of Boston, quoted from con- 


' temporaneous newspapers, the very best authority 


that can be procured for the facts embodied jn the 

table. The second table exhibits the prices of flour 

in the market of Philadelphia, from 1812 to the 
present year: 

TABLE exhibiting the wholesale prices current of the follow- 
ing articles in the Boston market, as reported and pud- 
lished in the city newspapers, from August, 1812, to 
Apri!, 1340, inclusive. 
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D.C, IÐ C./Cts.\Cw. Ct. D.C.16.1C. D.G. 
1812 ; none ł60 |18; 13 16 65008, 56,624 75478 
1813 - 175/210 le} 8) 6356 - 
1 IBM | =~ 200125 18 24.100 7587; - 
1815 -60al 501 80 | B Ri - 78 76/75 | 9093 
f l8i6 (20a 75120 18 15§22 BO. 4345,12 
{| I8I7 Ra GUL 2 14 192 53 5050 | 1 45 
| 1818 ‘56a 6GOIJ8; 22/15 2° 596056 ` % 
1819 [65a 85 85 | | 2 ish 43 50/50 | 63a73 
1820 - „| 82| 7] IL 16 30 5047| Babe 
I&I |Bha 85) © |2] 11 17° 26050! 43a45 
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let 35a 65, 95 |24] 10 14, 25048; 5ñab6 
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1825 2a 65| 95 | 24} 10 14i 2 50146 56 
18:7 ha 60 BBi ld | IL il4g, 34 420374 87 
1823 [dda 50) 75] 14/14 33 50/46"  43a46 
1829 [25a 45) 85 124 9.315. 30 44/41, 6 2a66 
1330 [38a 60!) 80 | 11} 8.313} 251 47141 | R 
183} /45a 70| 87 | 12 ty ` 30 5050; 72a76 
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| TABLE 
|! Showing the price of tlour in the market of Phila- 
‘|  delphia, from 1812 to 1840, inclusive: 
{| Year. Price. Year. Price. 
| 1812 49 83 1827 $5 23 
i; 1813 8 92 1828 5 60 
1814 8 60 1829 6 33 
1815 8 71 1830 4 83 
i 1816 9 78 1831 5 67 
i} 1817 11 69 1832 5 72 
| 1818 9 96 1833 5 63 
| 1819 71l ` 1834 517 
1820 472 1835 5 88- 
1821 4 78 1836 7 99 
1822 6 58 1837 9 37 
1823. 6 82 1838 779 
1824 5 62 1839 6 50 
| 1825 510 1840 5 00 — 
| 1826 4 65 an 


From these tables, Mr. Chairman, it appears 
at beef, which in the market of Boston was 
| $12 50 per barrel, in 1812, rose to 918 in 1815; 
pork from $9 to $18; flour from $10 to $13 in 1814; 
corn from 88 cenis per bushel to $1 70; rye from 
$1 GO to $2 25; and batter and cheese in the same 
proportion. Tea, coffee, and other articles of 
foreign production, consumed in families, were sub- 
ject to the same fluctuation. fa to 
In the Philadelphia market, flour rose from 
$8 92 per barrel to $11 69 in 1817, which year 
was the acme of high prices. 

i The operations of the Government from 1812 
to- 1815, gave the impulse to the expan- 
| sion of business, and the inflation of prices; 
but that impulse continued to be felt after 
the Government had ceased to be the con- 
sumer, aud the labor abstracted by it had re- 
turned to ils original pursuits. The great opera- 
tions of the war, carried on by the Government, 
engendered a fever of speculation and overaction, 
very similar to that through which we have just 
pass:d. The banks, asI have said before, ex- 
panded their issues and “facilities,” increasing the 
circulation of the country from $43,000,000 in 1811 
to $116,000,000 in 1816. This led to a vast sys 
tem of overtrading and speculation, which was 
followed by the revulsion of 1819, and which was 
more disastrous and desolating in its consequences 
than any calamity that has ever yet befallen this 
country. The effects of that fever of speculation, 
sir, weré seen in every form of business. But the 
most unerring indications of the state of the 


| th 


times are to be found in the increase of 
the sales of the public lands, which rose 
from $835,427 in 1813, to 43,274,422, in 


1819, when the bubble of inflation and extra- 
vagance burst. The excess of imports overex- 
12, during the period embraced in the years 

œ to 1819, was $182,595,846 averaging 


e6ru Cona- Ist Seuss. 
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$36,519,169 each year; thus proving, that in addi- 
uon to the national debt incurred by the Govers- 
meat during “he war, the country in five years 
atter, had incunied a debt of avout one hundred 
andeighty millions for foreign merchandise. 

I exit, Mr. Chairman, tables showing the 
amount of the salesof the public lands anuually, 
from 1815 to 1824 inclusive; and also a table show- 
ing the amount of exports and imports, and the 
excess of imports over exports, from i815 to 
1819, inclusive. 

TABLE 


Showing the amount of the sales of the public 
Jands trom 1812 to 1824, inclusive. 


Years. Amount. Years. Amount. 
1812 $710,427 1819 $3,274,422 
1813 835,655 1820 1,635,871 
1814 1,135,971 1821 1,212,966 
1815 1,287,959 1822 3,803.581 
1816 1,717,985 1823 416,523 
1817 1,991,226 1824 984,418 
1818 2,606,564 
TABLE 


Showing the annual amount of exports and im- 
ports, and the excess of imports over exports, 
fom 1815 to 1819, inclusive. 


Yrs. Exports. Imports. Excess. 
1815 $52,537,753  $113,041,274 $60,463,521 
1816 81,920,453 147,103,000 65,182,548 
1817 87,671,569 99,250,000 11,578,431 
1918 92,281,133 121,756,000 28.468,867 
1809 70,142,521 =, 87,125,000 16,882,479 
$182,595,846 | 
Annual average - $36,519,169 


The tables I have ethibited show that as soon 
asthe country began to feel the stimulus of the 
causes which induce overaction, the effects were 
visible in the rapid ingrease of the sales of the 
public lands, and the great excess of imports over 
exports. It is propér, however, to remark, that, 
during the war, the commerce of the country 
was nearly destroyed; the exports for 1814 being 
but $6,927,753, and the imports $12,965,000. 
The removal of the restraints of a belligerant 
condition permitted the spirit of enterprise to roam 
unfettered; and having long been pent up, it ran 
into riotand excess in the first years of its re- 
newed freedom. 

A striking paraltel to this period of our his- 
tory, may be found in that period, dating at 1833, 
and including the intermediate years to 1838, which 
I shall endeavor to exhibit. Then, Mr. Chairman, 
followed the revulsion of 1819, the causes of 
which were, Ist, a sudden and. unparallelled con- 
traction of the currency. The circulation, which 
was $110,000,000 in 1816, was redaced to $45,- 
000,000 in 1819, being nearly five-eightks of the 
whole amount. This, sir, of itself, was a sufi- 
cient cause for the tremendous fall in the prices 
of all kinds of property which ensued, and the 
stariling and terrific pressure and distress. which 
then swept over the country. . 

9. A diminution of the demand in proportion to 
the supply. The Government, from being the 
great consumer of the produce of the country, 
ceased comparatively to bea consumer. Its armies 
were disbanded, and the soldier returned to the 
fields of rural labor, and exerted the energies 
he had devoted to the defence of his coumtry, 
in the business of production. 

3. The cessation of high taxes, one of the ele- 
ments of high prices, was'-anether cause of the 
reduction of prices. Superadded ‘to these 
causes was a depreciation of the currency, produced 
by a suspension of specie payments by -all the 
banks south of New England, which also deranged, 
asevery suspenzion does, the exchanges of the 
country. - a : ; 

The scenes, sir, which followed, are within the 
recollection of all who lived at that period. The 
most astounding fall in the prices of real estate, 
cattle, previsions, and property of any kind, took 

` place. Thousands were utterly and hopelessly 
begeared and ruined; plunged, str, from affluence 


v$; 


to exreme poverty iwa siogle day. A seene of : 
pä, such as thig comtry | 
ecd, I quole & few | 


direc mitt vetferiog etic 
never ‘before ‘nor siice Wilt 


passages from Mr. Crawford’s excellent report, 
which I have before referred to: 


“In the latter part of 1818, when the price of the principal 
articles of American production had fallen neatly fifty per 
cent. in foreign markets; when the merchant needed the aid of 
additional loans to sustain him against the losses which he had 
incurred by the sudden reduction in the price of the commodi- 
tieshe had exported, he was called upon to discharge loans 
previously contracted. The agriculturist, who saa his income 
reduced below his indispensable necessities; the manufacturer, 


_who wasnotonly struggling against foreign competition, but 


who saw the saleof his manuiactures reduced by the incapa- 
city of his customers to buy; in fact, all classes cf the commu- 
nity, under cireuinstances so adverse to the command of funds, 
were subjected to curtailments wherever they had obtained dis- 
counts. 

“Ail intelligent writers upon currency agree that where itis 
decreasing in amount, poverty and misery must prevail. The 
correctuess of the opinion is too manifest to require proof. The 
united voice of the nation attests its accuracy. As there is no 
recerded example in the history of nations ofa reducticn of the 
Currency, so rapid and so extensive, so but few examples have 
oceurted of distress so general and so severe as that which has 
been exhibited in the United States. To the evils ofa decreas- 
ing currency are superadded those of a deficient currency. But 
notwithstanding itis deficient, it isstill depreciated. In seve 
ral of the States the great mass ef the circulation is not even os- 

snsibly convertible into specie at the will of the holder. Dur- 
ing the greater part ofthe time that has elapsed since the re- 
sumption of specie payments, the convertibility of bank notes 
into specie has been rather nominal than real in the largest por- 
tion of the Union. On the part ofthe banks, m::tual weakness 
had produced mutual forbearance. The extensive diffusion of 
bunk stock among the great body of the citizensin most of the 
States, had produced the same forbearance among individuals. 
To demand specie of the banks, when it was kuown that they 
were unable to pay, was to destroy their own interests, by de- 
stroying the credit of the hanksin which the productive por- 
tion of their property was inycsted. In favor of forbearance, 
was also added the influence of the great mass of bank debtors. 
Every dollar in specie drawn out of the banks. especially for 


| exportation, induced the necessity ofcurtailmeni=, To this por- 
| tion of the community all other evils were light, when com- 


pared with the imperious demands of banks. Their exertions 
to prevent the drain of specie in the possession of those who 


controlled their destiny, equalled the magnitude of the evils | 


which were to be avoided. 

“As the currency is, at least in some parts ef the Union, de- 
preciated, it must, in those parts, suffer a further reduction he- 
fore it becomes sound. The nation must continue to suffer un- 
til this is effected. After the currency shall be reduced to the 
amount which, when the present quantity of the precious me- 
tals is distributed among the various nations of the world, in 
proportion to their respective exchangeable. values, shall be 
assigned to the United States; when time shall have regulated 
the price of labor, and of commodities, according to that 
amount; and when pre-existing engagements shall have been 
adjusted, the sufferings from a depreciated, decreasing, and de- 
ficient currency, will be terminated. Individual and public 
prosperity will gradually revive, and the productive energies 
of the nation resume their accustomed activity. But new 
changes in the currency, and circumstances adverse to the per- 
petuity of the general prosperity, may reasonably be expected 
‘to occur. So far as these changes depend upen the currency, 
their recurrence, toanextent sufficient to disturb the prosperi- 


| ty of thenation, would be effectually prevented, if it cou'd be 
| rendered purely metallic. 


In that event, weshould always re- 
tain that proportion of the precious metals which. our exchange- 
able commodities bear to those of other nations. The currency 
would seldom be either redundant or deficient, to an extent that 
would seriously affect the interests of society. But when the 
currency is metallic, and paper convertible into specie, changes 
tosuch an extent, it is believed, wil] frequently occur.” : 

Mr. Crawford attributed thjs vast and appalling 
amount of suffering, to the contraction and derange- 
ment of the currency. This, sir, is what he says 
on this point: i 

“That the establishment of banks, in agricultural districts, 
has greatly improved the general appearance of the country, is 
not denied. Comfortable mansions and spacious barns have 
been erected; lands have been cleared and reduced to cultiva- 
tion; farms have been stocked, and rendered more productive, 
by the aidof bank credits. But these improvements will even- 
tually be found, in most cases, to effect the ruin of the proprie- 
tor. The farm, with its improvements, will frequently prove 
unequal to the discharge of the debts incurred in Its embellish. 
ment. Such, in fact, is the actual or apprehended state of 
things wherever banks have been established in the small m- 
land towns and villages. Poverty and distress are impending 
over the heads of most of those who have attempted to improve 
their farms by the aidof bank credits. So genetal is this dis- 


tion of measures calculated to rescue their fellow-citizens from 
the inevitable effects of their own indiscretion. 
a shield to the debtor, against the legal demand of his creditor, 
the axe shall be applied to the root of the evil, by the ahnihila- 
tion of banks where they ought never to have existed, the in- 
terference, however doubtful in point of policy or principle, 
may eventually be productive of more good than evil. 
“The general system of credit, which has been introduced 
“through the agency of banks, brought home to every man’s 
door, has produced a factitious state of things, extremely ad- 
verse io the sober, frugal, and industrions habits which ought 
to be cherished in a Republic. In the place of these virtues, 
extravagance, idleness, and the spirit of gambling adventure 
have been engendered and fostered by our institutions. 

“The system, of credit, which, in the infancy of our com- 
merce, was indispensable to its prosperity, if not to its exis- 
tence, has béen extended at a pericd when the dictates of sound 
digcretion seemed to require that it should be shortened. The 
credit given:upon the sale of the natioval domain has diffused 
this spirit of speculation and of inordinate’ enterprise among 
‘the great mass of our citizens:: The public lands are pur- 
_ chased, and splerdid towns erected ypen them, with bank 
credits. Every thing is artificial. The rich inhabitant of the 
commercial cities; ‘and the tenant of the forests, differ only in 
the object of thefr pursutt; Whether commerce, splendid man- 


tress, that the principal attention of the State Legislatures, í 
where the evil exists, is, at this moment, directed to the adop- ; 


If, in affording i 


sions, or public lant, be the ebject of desire, the means by 
which the gratification is to be secured are bank credits. 

“This state of hings is no Jess unfriendly to the duration of 
our Republican insututions, thanitis adverse to the develop 
ment of our national energies, when great emergencies shall 
arise; for, upon such occasions, the attention of the citizen will 
be directed to ths peeservation of his property from the grasp 
of his creditors, instead of being devoted to the defence of his 
country. Instead of being able to pay with promptitude the 
contrivutions nece -sary to the preservation of the State, he will 
be induced to clai-1 the interference of the Government to pro- 
tect him against the effects of his folly and extravagance.” 


Such, Mr. Chairman, were the phenomena ex- 
hibited in that period of our history, commencing in 
1815, and ending in 1819, the problem of which I 
have attempted to solve. How perfect is the ree 
semblance between that period and the last two 
years! 

I shall now, sir, take a brief view of the parallel 
of the period of our histery which IT have just been 
considering, which is to be found in that period em- 
bracing the years 1834 to 1839. 

It will be seen by the table of prices in the Bos- 
fen markets, which I bave already introduced, 
that from 1819 to 1832, the prices of beef, pork, 
flour, weol, and cotton, were comparatively low. 
At that date they commenced rising until most of 
those articles attained the extraordinary prices of 
1837 and 1838, the causes of which, I shall now 
proceed to assign, and which wiil be found to be 
the very same which led to the increase of 
prices during the former period. They were— 
1. An expansion of the currency. This was com- 
menced by the United Staies Bank, which bad then 
embarked in its crusade against the Government to 
force from it a re-cliarter. It commenced the game 
of expansion in 1832, after Gen. Jackson had 
avowed his hostility to that institution. During the 
first six months of that year, it increased its loans 
trom $43,000,000 to over $70,000,000. To verify 
the prediction of its friends, that there would be 


© constant fluctuation and instability in the currency 


| 


and the business of the country, untila new bank 
was chartere!, and to pave the way for the panic 
which was to follow the removal of the deposites, 
in August of 1833, it commenced its first system of 
contraction, and, in less than one year, reduced its 
loans and discounts neariy $17,000,000, and its 
circulation about $3,000,000; at the same time in- 
creasing the soecie in its vaults about the same 
amount; which was abstracted from circulation, 
and contributed its due proportion to the panic 
which followed. 1: failed ix its object. The depo- 
sites were not returned to ihat institution. 

In 1834 the bank commenced its second grand 
scheme of expansion, with the premeditated design 
of coercing ftom the Government a new charter, 
and which superindueed the revulsion aud panic of 
1837. On the Ist of September, 1834, the loans of 
the United States Bank were $47,058,493; speeie, 
$13,863,897; circulaticn, $10,298,577. On the lat 
of June, 1835, a period of nine menths only, it had 
increased its loans to $68,642,646; its circulation to 
$22,009,474; its specie remaining about the same 
as in 1834. The small banks followed the lead of 
‘the mammoth institution. Outhe Ist uf January, 
1834, the whole number of banks.in. the United 
States was 506; the aggregate amount of their loans, 
$324,119,499; circulation, $94,839,520.° They in- 


' creased in number, amount of discounts, and eircu- 


lation, to January 1, 1837, when their number was 
634; their loans and discounts $525,115,702; and 
their circulation $149,185,840. Thus was ad- 
ded, in the space cf three years, $200,996,203 to 
the loans and. discounts, affecting individuals; and 
$54,346,320 to the circulation, affecting the com- 
munity generally; being an increase of the former 


„of nearly two-fifths, and of the Intter, more than 


one-third; and adding to the banking ‘“accommeda- 
tions“? of the country, more than TWO HUN- 
DRED AND FIFTY FOUR MILLIONS. {will 
here note the effects of this. cause 


which was sufficient of itself to. accóupt*for the in- 


flation of prices, the overtrading ang general over- 


| action which ensued. The effects were immediately 


visible in the excessive: importations which were 
made, and in the sales of the pablic lands. Befers 
1834 the excess of.the imports over the exports was 


not unreasonably great. - 


>. E tS. g Imports. . l Excess, 
TM groqase,ors “126,521,352 $24,184,359 
1835 sabes? 149,895,742 28,202,167 
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1836 128,663,040 189,980,635 61,316.99! 
- 1837 117414376 140,989,217 23.579,84 
Excess, $135,273, 36 


Thus was a debt incurred to foreign merchant: 
of over ene hundred and thirty-five millions, stimt 
lated by the expansion ef the currency. The sam 
effect was visible in the sales of the public lands, 
which rose fro`a $3,967,681, in 1833, to $24,577,- 
179,* in 1836, the year when the expansion was at 
its acme, and the country bore the appearance of 
the greatest prosperity, but which was celusive, 
and, in truth, portended a sudden reaction. 

2. Another cause of the rise of prices, and par- 
ticularly of agricultural products and farms, was 
the diminuticr of the supply in proportion to the 
demand. This was produced by two minor causes 
operating to effect it. 

3. The first and most prominent, wat the ab- 
straction of labor from tbe business of production. 
Daring this period of unbridled enterprise and ex- 
travagance, the States, as well as corporations, em- 
barked largely in schemes of internal improve- 
ments, in building railroads and canals. They 
had borrowed immense sums from Europe, to carry 
on the stupentous projects, which they had com- 
menced. They employed a vast number of laborers, 
who, by that change of pursuit, became consumers, 
instead of being producers, thus increasing the de- 
mand in proportion to the supply; which was much 
less than it wonld have been, if it had not been 
for the abstraction of that amount of labor from the 
business of production which was emplcyed on 
public works. 

4. Another cause, sir, was the unfruitful seasons 
of 1835, 36, ənd °37, which also tended to dimi- 
nish the proportion of the supply to the demand. 
The effect of all this was, to increase the prices of 
all agricultsral products, and of farms, and also of 
the wages of labor, which were affected by like 
causes. ” 

Another striking ¢ffect was visible in the impor- 
tation of foreign grain. Instead of expertirg large 
quantities, as we had heretofore done, the country 
did not raise enough for its own consumption. I 
exhibit, sir, a table, which shows the amount of 


grain imported from 1835 to 1839: 

STATEMENT x ee 

Of the quantity and value of wheat and other grain imported 
annually from 1830 to 1839, inclusive. 


WHEAT. OATS. 

E PS aso 

Bushe's. Value. Bushels, Value. 

1830, 422 $492 1,495 $575 

1831, 620 685 1,226 333 

1832, 1,168 1,151 1,187 331 

1533, 1,600 1.606 3418 110 

1834, 125 ` 1213 1,807 506 

Aggregate for tho first 

period of five years,. 5,035 $5,147 6,063 $1,658 
1835, 235.769 193,647 7,460 2.421 

1836, 633,898 493,150 161,552 63,346 

1837, 3,921,259 4,154,395 6033 3.101 

1838, 894,536 896,51 6,600 2493 

1839, 17,873 32,281 1,016 446 


\ggregate for the second 


period of five years, 5,611,335 $5,764,972 _2°2,761 $71,807 


T. L. SMITH, Register. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 


Register’s Office, April 24, 1840. 

Thus, Mr. Chairman, it appears that, during the 
first period of five years, which was before the 
causes I have assigned for high prices were felt in 
their fall force, but the small amount of 5,035 
bushels of wheat was imported, for which $5,147 
were paid; and 6,063 bushels of oats, for which 
$1,658 were paid. During the second period of 
five years, the pericd during which thore causes of 
high prices were felt in their full force, 5,611,335 
bushels of wheat, for which were paid $5,764 972; 
and 232,761 bushels of oats, for which $71,807. In 

* The following table shows the effect of the expansion upon 


the sales of the public lands: 


Year, Amount of sales. 


1833 . . : . + $3,967,681 
1834 . = - - - 4,857,600 
835 - - - +. + 14,757,600 
lee - . . - 24,877,179 
1837 . : . : 6,776,236 
188 - - : - - 3,081,939 
First three quarters or 1839, incinding also 
ms that year in reasu 
zu collecte y ry 5,417,990 


notes - - id R 

Like the excess of importations, the amount was greatest in 

18368; much lees in 1837, very low in 1838, but in 1839 they 
rtvived—the consequence of the expansion in 1838. 
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"1839, these causes had ceased to operate, and but a 


small amount of foreign grain was imported. 

It is unnecessary for me, Mr. Chair nan, to de- 
pict the scenes of enterprise run mad, and the spirit 
of wild and gambling speculation which followed, 
for the picture is familiar to every mind. The 
bubble extended in size, until it reached i's most 
attenuated limits of expansion, when it burst. 
Then fcllowed the revulsion and panic of 1837, 
ushered in by the grand explesion of the banks, 
which had been the authors of all this sp'endid pa- 
geant of empty prosperity, and all the real distress, 
desvlation, and ruin, which followed. 


I will, Mr. Chairman, state briefly the immedi- | 


ate cause which led to this revu'sion. 
]. The first and chief cause was the contraction 
of the circulation, and of banking facilities. 


and discounts of all the banks of the United States, 
was $485,631,687 ; and of their circulation, 
$116,138 910; thus showing a contraction of dis- 
counts to the amount of $39,484,015, which affected 
individuals directly; and $33,046,930 in the c'reu- 
lation, which affected the commanity generally; mak- 
ing an aggregate curtailment of banking ‘“ accom- 
modations” and “ facilities’? of more than SE- 
VENTY-FOUR MILLIONS. This, with the 


On . 
the first of Jannary, 1838, the ameunt of the loans | 


alarm created by the explosion of the banks, caused ` 


‘the distresses of 1837. 


But the spirit of infatuated specnlation had not 
quite died away. The country had not quite reco- 


vered frem its state of inebriation and delusion. | 


It suffered a partial relapse, as will be seen by the 
facts I shall exhibit. In 1833 another partial ex- 
pansion of the currency took place, and the usual 


phenomena were immediately visible, viz: a revival | 
of business, a renewed spirit of speculation, overim- | 


portation, and overtrading. On the Istof January, 
1829, the amount of loans of all the banks in the 
United States was $492,278,015; circulation $135,- 
170,995; being an increase of loans over the pre- 
ceding year of $16,646,331, and of circulation, 


corn, of pork, of beef, of every thing produced by 
the farmer or planter, was therefore inevitable. 

Nore —It is proper here to remark, that the article of cot’on 
is not so much affected by the causes operating upon Prices 
here, asin England, in which country most of it is consumed. 
The prices of cotton in the markets of England and this coun, 
try, depend upon the condition of the manufacturing intereste 
and the state of the currency in England. Ifthe magpfacturing 
interests are depressed, the demand ceases, and the prices fali 
The Pank of England, by the exercise of its power, in refusing 
its accommodations to the American houses in London, through 
which the business of the American exporter was done, caused 
the great fall of the prices of American cotton in 1836. These 
things are too fresh in the minds of American planters to require 
further proof. 

The table of prices in the Boston market is a complete ther. 
mometer, indicating unerringly the effects of an expansion of 
the currency, and the operation of other causes tending to raise 
and depress prices. The expansions and contractions of the 
currency, and the rise and fall of prices consequent upon them, 
show a most perfect connection of cause and effect. 

Mr. Chairman, the inteliigent farmers of this 
country must perceive the truth of the pesiticns] 
have assumed, and they will be convinced that the 
Administration is rot responsible fcr the fall of 
prices which has taken place within the fast nine 


months. I appeal, sir, t the good sense of that nu. 


| morous and powerfal class of my fellow-citizens, 


and I ask them, if the Government could contro! 
the- banks, and compel them to issue the.r paper in 
greater abundance? Would it have been the best po- 
licy, if it could have done it? Have those arrcgant 
and lawless institutions, even regarded the authori- 
ty of law and the welfare of the community, when 
it has been their interest to trample upon both? 
Let their recent conduct answer. Could the Go- 


-vernment control Divine Providence in the disp n- 


` sation of its blessirgs and beneficence? Could it 


shut out the vivifying sun-light of heaven? Could 
it arrest the refreshing shower in is descent upon 
the earth? Could it forbid man to labor and till the 


; earth, and could it prevent the soil from giving 


forth its abundance? Through the audacious and 
daring wickedness of the banks, the circulating me- 
dium, which is the measure of value, has been cut 
short. Through the benevolence of the Father of 


- all, the seasons have been congenial, and the earth 


which effected the ecuntry most, of $19,032,065; , 
egeregate increase of loars and circulation, | 


$35,678,396, 
trade and speculation was at once visible in the bu- 
siness of the country, and particularly in the ex- 
cess of the imports over the exports. 
year following the revulsion of 1837, and the year 
of repose, the exports were $108,486 616, imports 
$113,717,404; which was nota greater excess than 
a sound and kealthy trade weuld warrant. In 


1839, after the partial expansion of the circulation, 


and of cther bank facililies in 1838, the exports 
were $121,023,410, imports $162,092,132; exhibit- 
itg the enormous ex®ess of imports over exports of 
$41,068,722 in one year. Cause end effect were 
never more closely connected. 


I will now, Mr. Chairman, briefly notice the 


This increase of the stimulus of | 


In 1838, the ` 


causes that led to the fall of prices which has taken : 


place during the last six months. As to the distress 
which is said to prevail by Federal orators and Fe- 
deral newspapers, there is nothing in it. There is, 
in fact, but litie, if any real distress in the country, 
as I shall prove presently. The causes which have 
induced a fall ef prices, are— 

1. A contraction of the currency. On the Ist of 
January, 1837, the amount of circulation was 
$149,185,840. On the Ist of January, 1840, it was 
$106,968,572; showing a reduciion of $42,217,268, 
since January 1, 1837, and $28,109,433, since Ja- 
nuary 1, 1839. Such a sudden diminution of the 


measure of value, is alone sufficient to account, in | 


a great degree, for the great reduction of prices , 


which followed. 


mand in proportion to the supply. This was pro- 
daced by two sub-causes, viz: the favorable seasons; 


and the return of the labor abstracted by works of ; 


internal improvement, and engaged in speculation, 
to the business of production. The public works 
have generally been suspended, and the vast num- 
ber of laborers employed upon them, have returned 
to the cultivation of the earth. Instead of being 
consumers, they have become producers, and the 
consequence is, a vast increase of agricultural pro- 
ducts in proportion to the demand for them. A fail 
in the prices of agricultural products, of wheat, of 


has yielded her fruits in profusion. ‘These are the 


prime causes of the fall of prices. Is the Govern- 


ment to be blamed for all this? I put it, sir, to the 
hearis and consciences of the honest and intelli- 
gent yeomanry of this country. I would 
not, deceive them in this matter if 1 could, 
for all my sympathies are wih them. I was 
one of them once. I have toiled in the field wath 
my own hands, aud have performcd all the onerous 
labors of the huskandran. I have mingled wiih 
ihat class from early life. I know their werth, 
their love of truth, thzir honesty, and integrity of 
character; ard believe me, Mr. Chairman, when 
that class of our fellow-cit'zens render their verdict 
upon the great question now at issue Lefore them, 
it will be just and correet. I, for one, fear not the 
result. 

I :hall now, Mr. Chairman,.proceed to demon- 
strate, so far as they are susceptible of d«monstia- 
tion by facts and figures, the causes of the fluc- 


i. tuations which take place in the wages cf labor. 


It will be recollected, sir, that the doctrine now 


| advanced by the Federal party, and particularly by 


the honorable genileman before alluded to, [Mr. 
Davis,] is, that a paper currency tends to elevate 
the wages cf lator, and, therefore, is the best cur- 
rency for the woikingman; and that a metallic cut- 


. rency tends to diminish the wages of labor, and, 
| therefore, is hostile to the interests of the working- 


man. P 
The professors of this schcol of political econo- 
mists take the fact, that the wages cf labor are 


: high in this county, which, in their phrase, is a 


‘| “paper money Government,” and low in the ccun- 
eaa pap y , 
2. Another cause was the diminution of the de- 


tries of Europe,which they assume are “hard money 


:| de:potisms;” and one of the corollaries is, that paper 
:, money, manufactured by man, is the friend ot free- 


: tism! 


dom; and hard money, mace by God himsel! esfe- 
cially for the useof man, as the irue measure 0 

value throughout the world, is the friend of despo- 
They, therefore, contend that tLe Indepen- 
dent Treasury, which wiil have a tendency to make 
the banks resume specie payme.ts, and rencer ihe 
currency which they furnish sound and stab-e, (£0 


, 
4 


far as paper cr mixed currency can be,) ard, to | 


some extent, reduce the nc minal prices of preperly 
from inflated to sound prices, is hostile to ike inte- 


o re ce œ 
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resis cf the workingmen, and should, therefore, be 
opposed by them. 
This, sir, is the argament put forth from a high 
pesition, [the Hen. Mr. Davis,} reiterated here, 
and trumpeted by all the presses of that par- 
ty thrcughout the Union. It is, that the wages 


of labor in this country, in which the paper system - 


reigns supreme, are high as compared with the dif- 


ferent countries of Europ2, which the Whig cham- > 


pions of the working classes contend are “hard 


money dexpo'isms.” And hénce paper money is |, 
the friend of liberty and the poor man, and hard |; 
meney the friend of despotism and the enemy of 


the poor man. i 
I wiil, Mr. Chairman, first despatch the Whig 
argument upon this subject, and then show the 


L 
4 
! 
il 


true causes which tend to raise and depress the ` 


wages of lator. 

l concede, at once, that the wages of the laborer 
are low in all the countries of Europe. Indeed, 
sir, we have but a faint idea of the degradation, 
poverty, and misery of the working classes in 
European countries. Now if the Governments of 
those countries are in fact “hard money” Govern- 
ments, as ‘the Federal advocates of the lcborer 
contend, there would be some plausibility in the 
axertion that a metallic currency is the cause of 
the low wages and the poor rewards of labor in 
Europe. But if it turns out to be the fact 
that those -very countries of Europe are like our 
own, “paper money” Governments, instead of 
“hard money” despotisms, then, sir, the Whig ar- 
gumentis completely exploded. Or if it turns out 
to be the fact, that wages in all the couatries of 
Europe, whether the currency ci:culating in them 
be paper or metallic, are at the same rate of cepres- 
sion, then the Whig argument is alike exploded. 


I skall now proceed to show that many of the i 


countries of Europe are paper money countries; 
and that in those countries in which a metallic cur- 
rency circulates, wages are as high as they are in 
paper money countries. 
causes must be assigned for the depressed condition 
of the laborer than that he lives in a ‚country in 
which specie alone.circulates, and is the victim of 
a “hard money despotism.” - 

On this sabject, Mr. Chairman, I have collected 
a mass of facts from the most authentic sources, 
and thall, to avoid all doubt or dispute as to their 
accuracy, give my authority. I begin with 

ENGLAND. : 

Wages of labor.—Iu ordinary times, the poor 
laborer gets from $2 50 to $3 per week. In sea- 
sons of distres:, he gets but $2. In each case he 
is obliged to find his own board and lodging.-~See 
Wade’s History of the Working Classes, page 538, 
and testimony taken before the anti-corn law meet- 
ing, London, March 26, 1839. 

Government.—A limited monarchy. 

Currency. Ensgiand, like this country, is a pa- 
per money country. Ia 1810, after the suspension 
of specie payments by the Bank of England, its 
circulation was almost exclusively paper. Its 
amount at that time was 220,500,000 —-See Mr. 
Woodbury’s table of circulations, House Docu- 
ment No. 27, 2:1 session, 23d Congress. 

FRANCE, ` 

Wages.—The laborer averages, the year through, 
ł6 cents per day.—See British Consular Reports, 
pages 6, 22, 30, and 39. i 

Government.—A limited monarchy. 

‘Currency.—Specie and paper—the former pré- 
dominating.-Sze Mr. W’s table of circulations. 


CORSICA. 
Wages.—The male laborer. gets 24 cents a day, 
and the female 11 cents.—Com. Rep. 64. 
- Government.—Subject to Franee. 
Carrency.—-In Corsica wages are paid in‘specie. 
- PRUSSIA. Di a7 
Wages.The male laborer ge's from 8 to 13 
cents per day for the longest days, and about ones 
third less during the shortest days, The female 
os : little more than half as much.—Con. Rep. 
p- ear 
Government.—A despotism. 
 Currency.Paper and: specie—the latter p-e- 
dominating.-Mr. W’s table of circulations. 
Ta GERMANY. 
- Wages,..The male laborer gets:from 13. to 19 


If I show this, sir, other | 


| ste: ling (22 cents) per day, one half of which is 


| 
| 


. who, with his wife and four children, six souls, received per 


cents per day. The female gets about three-fifths 
as much.—Con. Reps. p. 85. 

Government.—A despolism. 

Carrency.—The circulation of Germany is a 
mixture of paper and specie, and at times the for- 
met has been great!y depreciated. 

HOLLAND AND BELGIUM. 

Wagrs.—A regular farm male servant gets from 
$22 to $28 perannum. A female servant is paid 
half as much. Laborers get from 18 to 20 stivers 
in ihe summer, and from 14 to 16 in the winter.— 
Con. Rep. p. 125. 

Government.—A limited monarchy. 

Currency.—The circulation cf Holland and Bel- 
gium isa mixture of paper and specie, the latter 
greatly predominating. 

AUSTRIAN PROVINCES. 
Wages —Trieste. A field laborer gets one shilling 


deducted if board and lodging is found. Milan. 
The head man g ts from one to two livres per day 
in harvest time; half that amount at other times. 
Genoa. Laborers receive from 51. to 81. per day 
besides their diet. Leghorn. The day laborer 
gets 6l a day and food ia summer.—Con. Reps. 
pp. 154, 162, 165, 168, acd 169. 

Government.— 4 despotism. 

Currency.—The circulation of Austria is half 
paper and half specie.—-Mr. W?’s table of circula- 
tion. 

_ RUSSIA. | ; 

Wages.—There is no such thing as wages paid 
to laborers in Russia; the laborer being bought and 
sold with the soil on which he lives. Heisa mere 
slave. 

Government.—A despotism. 

Currency.—Tnhe circulation of Russia is almost 
entirely paper, which is depreciated twe-thirds in 
value, one specie rouble being worth three paper 
roubles.-—-Mr. W’s table of circulations, 

_ CUBA. 

I have no authentic information from this coun- 
try. Iris said, however, that wages are high, the 
slave earning $1 50 per day. Mechanic labor is 
three dollars per day: 

Government.—Subject to Spain; a limited mo- 
narchy. 

Currency.—Entirely specie. 

Thus, Mr. Chairman, it will be perceived by the 
facts I have stated, that in all the different countries 
af Europe, whether the circulation be paper or 
metallic, or a mixture of both, the wages of the 
laborer are very much depressed, being at nearly 
the same rate in all those countries. In England, 
sir, they area little higher than in some of the 
countries of the continent, but even in that country 
the laborer is as much depressed as in countries in 
which. his wages are a little lower. To show the 
condition of the farm laborer in England, I copy 
from the testimony taken before the anti-corn law 
meeting, held in London in 1839: 

“Wm. Holman examined. I am a farm laborer. I have 
been employed in North Town five years. I have a wife and 
fourchildren. My wages are &3 per week (about $2.) Some 
times I have received 7s and three pintsof cider. The latter 
was worth ls6J. Inow reeeive is instead. My eldest girl is 
employed occasionally, and then receives 8d per day. At pre- 
sent they can get no employment.. They consume six loaves of 
bread a week—made of second flour. The loafis 740. In the 
week we consume 16d worth of potatoes. We have sometimes, 
in the course of the week, 14d of skimmed milk, and at other 
times, half a dozen salt herrings, at 8d per dozen. Inthecourse 
of a month, we might get 2ibs. of meat at 53d per Ib.- Every 
two weeks we havea pound of bacon at 7d—that and the fish 
last a fortnight. When we have meat, we don’t have bacon 
for three weeks after. We have }lb cocoaa week, at 3d. We 
cannot afford sugar. We have 1lb. salt at ġd. We have şib. 
candles at 6d per Ib, My rent is 2s per week. I have not 
bought any clothes for five years;a gentleman gaye me some 
old ones. When bread and potatoes were cheap, I could buy 
some clothes, but as jong as they remain as at present, I am 
certain I cannot. Isent a child to school sometime back, but 
could not afford to pay 2d per week. Semo years ago bread 
was cheaper, but wages were the same, Bread has risen, 


but wagesnot. Iam in debt seven weeks’ rent. I have been 
steadily employed for five years.” 


An able writer remarks: 
“Here is an intelligent farm laborer of persevering industry, 


week  - . - q - - - - 8s Od 
They consume six loavesat7łd - -33 lld 
Potatoes 7 . - ~ -1 4a 
Mik - . - - -. š işd 
Herrings : - * . . SH 
Cocoa, salt and candles - . : 6d 
At - = - - - - 23 


“With this smali fare ha goes behindhand Sd, consequently is 


- 


in, debt seven weeks’ rent.’ This is the condition of the labor- 
ing classes in England, where the paper system prevails to ita 
fullest extent, and the evidence of this man shows conclusively 
that his condition has become worse, as the paper currency has 
increased. He says four or five years ago, he could live as well, 
and buy some clothes, which now he cannot do—‘bread has ad- 
vanced and wages not.’ Four or five years ago the numerous 
joint stock banks in England first began to exert thatinfluence 
on business which resulted, in connection with similar causes 
here, in producing the explosion of 1836. In that period im- 
mense fortunes were made,and speculation ran riot; but at the 
same time the condition of the farm laborer, who was produc- 
ing the actual wea!th of the country, was growing worse.” 


In those countries in which wages are actually 
lower than they are in England, the difference is 
more than made up by the greater cheapness of all 
articles of comfort and necessity. I copy from the 
consular reports, for example, the prices of cloth- 
ing fora laborer in Corsica: 


Jacket, lasting 24 months, 8 francs 
Cap, do. © do. 1 do. S0centimes 
Waistcoat, do. 36 do. 4 do. 
Pantaloons,do. 18 dən» 5 do. 
Shirt, do. 12 do. 3 do. 50 “ 
Pair of shoes, G do 6 do. 

28 francs. 


About $5 25. 

The laborer, as I have before shown, gets 24 
cents a day in Corsica. He would, therefore, be 
obliged to work 22 days to earn th: clothing 
which will last him nearly two years. In the 
United State:, the workingman cannot be clothed 
short of $40 per annum, and therefore if he re- 
ceived $1 per day for his labor, he woald be 
obliged to work 40 days in order to clothe him- 
self. The workingman gains nothing by high 
wages, if every thing he wants in the shape of 
food and clothing is higher in proportion than his 
wages. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, these are facts, stubborn 
facts, from which there is no escape. And what, 
are the plain and irresis:ible deductions from 
them? We observe, in the first place, that the 
wages of the laborer in all the countries of Eu- 
rope, are but a mere pittance, just sufficient to 
keep body and soul together. In England, a 
“paper money” country, with a currency more 
like our own than any other, the wages of labor are 
nearly as low (lower in comparison with the prices 
of provisions &c. consumed in families) as in any 
other country, in which the circulation is, in the 
main, specie. And in Russia, the worst paper 
money Government in Europe, with a paper cur- 
rency greatly depreciated, more so than our cur- 
rency has ever been in its worst condition, the la- 
borer is a mere slave, and bought and sold with the 
estate en which he happens to live, 

In order to show that it is not a paner carrency 
which elevates the wages of labor, I will exhibit a 
table of the wages paid for weaving, as connected 
with the currency at different periods, in England. 


TABLE. 
CIRCULATION, 
oe 


rege | 
Year. Paper Specie. Reeds. Fineness Shoots- Wages 


mili’s.” mill’s. - of twist. across. peryd. 
1796, 101 6 . 7 112 Is. 6d. 
179» 115 96 60 64 12) Is. 2d. 
1310,* 64 . 1% 6d. 


Fel 144 60 6d. 
{Hazard’s Stutistical Register, vol. 2, p. 264; and 

Mr. Woodbury’s Table of Circulations. 
Thkus it will be seen that, in 1796, before the sus- 
pension of specie paymens by the Bank of Eng- 
land, and before specie had been driven from that 
country, and given place to an inundation of pa- 
per, the weaver got one shilling and sixpence for 
weaving a yard of cloth. As paper money became 
more abandant, and consequently more depreciated, 
the wages or the weaver fell in nominal price, and 
in real compensation. When paper was most 
abundant, and when, according to the Whig argae 
ment, wages should have been highest, they were 

in fact the lowest, having depreciated two-thirds. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, is not the conelasion irre- 
sistible, that the kind of currency is not the cause 
of the great depression of the wages of labor in 
Europe? For, sir, we have seen that the poor la- 
borer is equally depressed in all the countries in 
Europe, whether they be “paper money,” or “hard 

money,” despotisms. = ss. i 
Now, sir, what are the causes of the low wages 


"Suspension of specie payments, 
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of labor in Eerope, if they are not to be found in 
the kind of currency in use there? I answer, ihey 
are to be found in the political and social insti u- 
tions of those countries. There, sir, the poor h- 
borer is in truth enslaved. He is tel down by the 
irresistible foree of circumstances, waich Dind bin 
to his employer, with cords as potent os those which 
bind the slave to his master. There weaiih and powe” 
predominate cver the people. There the hanghi: 
and arrogant capitalist, whether he be “he ‘ord, with 
his ancestral acres, or the manufacturing monopo- 
list, with his accumulated millions, has usurped the 
power of legislation and the authority ot Govern- 


| 
| 


ment. They wield it for their their own aggran- | 


dizement, and, through its agency, they have esta- 
blished, even in Engiand, a despotism over the la- 
boring masses, nearly as oppressive and implaca- 
ble as that which exists in Russia. Having the 
power over the laborer and operative, they doom 
him to unremitting toil, from the morning dawn to 
the setting sun, and then wrench from him all his 
earnings, except a bare pittance, jast sufficient 
to keep him in existence, that they may riot 
in plenty, luxury, and profligacy. These are 
the causes of the great depression and degradation 
of the workingmen of Europe. They are to be 
found, sir, in the social and political institutions of 
the countries of that portion of the world, which 
wrest from the laborer his political rights, and then 
rob and plunder him of the produce of his sweat 
an. toil. 

Here, Mr. Chairman, in this country, the para- 
dise of the poor, if there is any fer them any where 
on this earth, the workingman moves upon a dif- 
ferent theatre. The spirit of freedom ennobdles 
him. ‘The glcrious institutions of oar country 
piace him upon the piatiorm of equality with the 
proudest and the most powerful, awt clothe him 
with that potent weapon, the ballot, to protect 
and defend himself from the enc:oachments 
of power and wealth, With that most 
potent weapon in his hand—more potent than 
the monarch’s sceptre—with a consciousness of 
his power and his rights stamped upon his heart, 
and with the enthusiasm cf liberty stirring up the 
noble impulses of his sou!, the workingman of 
this country cannot be enslaved. Here the capital- 
ist and the employer cannet degrade the worziogman 
tothe conditicen o! the serfs af Europe,nordepiive him 
of the jastearnings of hislabor. In addition to 
the protection which ovr institutions give him, the 
vast national domain, stiil unsetiled, offers him an 
asylum against tb- oppression of the emp!oyer. 
If the capitalist torns bim oat of employment, he 
can go to the great West, cultivate the soil, and be- 
come not only comfortable, but independent in his 
condition. And, sir, the very consciousness that 
the soil which gives him subsistecce is his own, 
inspires him with the spirit of independence, and 
gives him ihe sool of a freeman. He would not 
then humò'e himself before his arrogant employer, 
and sacrifice the sacred right of freedom of opinion 
and conscience, to save Limself from Starvation. 
No, sir, the God of Heaven isthe almoner of the 
bounties he receives, and virtucus industry the 
means by which he secures ihem. Here, then, 
the laborer cannot be cegraded while our pre- 
sent institutions exist. But the wages of labor 
-may be affected, to some exient, by the same causes 
which opera'e to produce the rise and fall in the 
prices of property. I will take the same periods to 
silastrate this point. 

During the war, the wages of labor were high. 
The causes were: 
rency. 2d. The supply of labor was not so great 
in proportion to the demand as at otner limes. Men 
were called from the productive pursuits as before 
stated, to the field aud the ocezn, to serve their 
eountry. Thus the number of producers was 
reduced, while the consumers increased; jabor be- 
came more scarce, and consequently mcre valuable, 
and wages rose. In 1819 they fell in some degree, 
from the same causes which led to the fall of the 
prices of property. : i 
` During the corresponding pericd, from 1833 to 
1839, the same phenomena in cause and effect are 

. to be observed. The banks expanded their eircu- 
lation—that was one cause. The fever of specu- 
lation and of visionary enterprise commenced. 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Burke. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBË. 


June, 1840 
H. ot Reps- 


The States as well as individua’s embarked in ex- 
tensive schemes ot internal improvement. ‘This 
‘diveried a large as:ount of labor trom the produc- 
tive pursuits. The amount of labor left was there- 
fore less, and the waves of labor were proportion- 
ably enhanced. Others embarked in sprcalaticn, 
thus diveriitg another portien cf tabor from the 
pre luctive pursuits, and tending to elevate wages. 
A scarcity of crops, as before shown, intervened, 
thereby increasing the value of agricultural pro- 


| ducis, and enhancing the wages of those who pro- 


ducec them. 

The causes which have tended to reduce the 
wages of laber, it they have suffered much reduc- 
tion, are a contraciion of the currency—a suspen- 
sion of works of internal improvement, thus throw- 


| 


ing back large numbers of laborers to the parsuilsof | 


agriculture—good seasons and bountifu! erops—the 
sarae causes which vupera'ed to depress the prices 
of property. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, these effects were prima- 
rily pro¢aced by the banks and by Providence it- 
self. The banks, sir, were the cause of the extra- 
ordinary expansions and contractions of the cur- 
rency, which accomplished most of the mischief. 
And God himself gave us good seasons or bad; 
plenty or scarcity of crops. As I said before, 
the earth is his, the genial sunshine is his, the re- 
freshing rains are his, the cold and the heat are 
sent by him. He dispenses all as suits him best, and 
for the best in the end. Yet all the effects of the 
causes which I have assigned, are unjustly and 
falsely charged by the Whig orators and presses, 
to the measures of the Government. 


Sir, the Government is not in fault. It has en- 


| deavored, by its own acis and measures, to prevent 


the effects of the madcareer of the banks. Yet, 
with an audacity unparailelled, the advocates of 
those arrogant and soulless corporations charge 
the very sins which they commit, to the Govern- 
ment, Was ever such impudence surpassed? 

On the contrary, the Administration and the De- 
mceratic party have attempted to arrest thé high- 
handed course of corporate and associate wealth, 
in its lawless march to power, agerandizement, 
and despotism, to which it aims and aspires. And 
hence, sir, its bitter, unrelenting, and persevering 
hostility to the party ia power. 

Having assigned the causes which have operated 
to produce the rise ani fall in the prices of proper- 
ty and the wages of labor, I must be pardoned by 


“the commiitee i: I now cite a little authority, a lit- 


tle Waig authority, in favor of the views 1 have 
just advanced. l read from the message of the 
Hon, Jonn Davis, now Senator from Massachu- 
seits, while he was Governor of that State, to the 
Legislature, in 1834: 

“Fluctuations visit alt who have property, and all who work 
toacquire it, with injury, and compel them to submit to severe 
sacrifices, What is calfed a scarcity of money, only means 
that the banks do not discount. Under a pressure thus occa- 
sioned, we have seen (before 1833) goud estates dwindle, until 
their possessors were left bankrupt. We have seen LABOR. 
ERS THROWN OUT OF EMPLOY, OR THEIR WAGES 


: GREATLY REDUCED; and business either suspended or 


dragging those engaged in it towards ruin. We have seen, al- 


: 80, great anxiety and dismay pervade tbe whole public !?? 


lst. An expansion of the cure |: 


| 


Again: l 

“Believing that under our present system we may be again 
witness ofthese scenes of suffering, Í cannot telinguish the 
hope that yeur wisdom [a Whig Legislature] will devise some 
way of giving greater stability to the local currency.” 


And again: 


“Ex perience has long since proved thata METALLIC CUR- 


RENCY is least liable to fluctuations, and it is to be hoped the 
earliest opportunity will beseized foreturn to it so far at least 
as to rectify the present credit system of paper currency, 
and prevent its pernicious fluctuations.” 

These, sir, were the sound views of the statesman 
in 1834. Loffset fhem against the views of the 
politician, as exhibited in the recent speech of 
the same honorable gentleman during the present 
session. It will be seen, when he spoke as a states- 


man, he assigned like causes for the distress of | 


that period, and the depression of the wages of labor, 
to those which I have assigned. l 

I have now, Mr. Chairman, got through with 
my demonstration of the proviem of fluctuations in 
the prices of property and the wages of labor. In- 
imately connected with the subject of currency is 
the subject of exchanges. 

One of the great argaments of the Opposition in 
favor of a National Bank, which that party sup- 


i 
H 
i 
1 


is, that it is necessary to regulate the exchanges of 
the country; and the recent derangement of the ex- 
changes, the advocates of that party contend, is to 
be attributed to the want of a National Bank. 
Convinced, as I am, that the views of the Opposi- 
tion party, who support the banks, are not founded 
in fact, I will now proceed to demonstrate, by facts 
and figures, the probsem of fluctuations in ex. 
changes. 

To illustra‘e the matter clearly and concisely ag 
possible, I will, at the outse!, explain what is tech. 
nically understood by the mercantile term of 
Exchanges. 

It grows ont of the trale between two given 
points, or, what is the same thing, two different 
communities or nations—like New York and New 
Orleans, or the United States and England. The 
trade between communities or nations is like the 
trade between two individuals. One has commo- 
dities of different kinds, which it exchanges with 


` the other for commodities which the latter possesses, 


The main branch of the trade is upon the barter 
principle. But, sir, by and by the parties adjust 
their account. They run up the debtor and credi- 
tor sides of the ledger, and they find that one com- 
munity has had more of the commodities of the 
other than it has paid for in commodities of its own. 
It is, therefore, in debt to the amount of the dife- 
rence, and that debt must be paid in money, or its 
equivalent—that money or its equivalent must be 
transferred by the debtor country to the creditor 
country, in order to balance the account. If, in- 
stead of money, the operation is performed in cash 
funds, it is technically called exchanze. If the 
currencies of the two points or two countries are 
the same in value, the ciference of exchange will 


_be simply the cost and risk of transmitting cash 


funds from ore country to the other. Butif the 


' currency is more depreciated in one conntry than 


in the other, the rate of exchange is just the diffe- 
rence between the value of the currency of the 
country in which it is depreciated, and the value of 
the currency in the country in which it is sound. 
In mercantile parlance, the operation of transfer- 
ring balances in cash funds, is called exchange, and 
the difference in the value of the currencies of the 
two countries, the rate of exchange. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, as to the causes which tend 
to increase or decrease the nominal rates of ex- 
change. 

1. The first cause is the balance of trade, which 
creates a demand for exchange; or, in other words, 
for specie funds, and which tends to increase the 
demand in proportion to the supply in the market. 
This cause will always operate. 

2. The second-and most powerful cause which 
iends to the derangement of the exchanges, and to 
increase their nominal rates, is the depreciation of 
the currency at one point, or at both. If the cur- 
rency is deranged in one country, and sound in the 
other, the sound currency is the par standard by 
which the rates are graduated. If the currency is 
unsound at both points, the derangement increases, 
and the matter becomes more complicated. 

I shall now, sic, proceed to illustrate this point by 
facts and figures. In the first place, I will take the 
exchanges between New York and London. We 
find, Mr. Chairman, on looking into the tables ex- 
hibiting the rates of exchange, that the premium or 
rate in New York for exchange on London, is from 
7 10 9 7-10 per cent. when it is not affected by any 
great demand. Thus, it takes of the currency of 
New York $109 7-10 to pay a debt of $100 in Lon- 
don. The caus? of this difference is this: In the 
prices current of New York, $4 44 4-9 are assumed 
as the par of exchange on England. That sum is 
the pound sterling, according to the old valuation 
of American coinage, expressed. in dollars and 
cents. By the law of Congress of 1834, American 


` gold was depreciated in value 9 7-10 per cent. as 


compared with the value of English gold. Thus 
one dollar in gold of the English comage ig worth 
one dollar 9 7-10 cents ot American gold, according 
to our new valuation. The English sovereign—the 


gold coin representing the pound sterling—is now | 


worth $4 87 and a-fraction, instead of $4 44 49, 
making alittle over 43 cents difference. This con- 
stitutes the main difference in the rates of exchange 


pott as the antagonist of the Independent Treasury, i between the two countries, In other words, if we | 


June, 1840. 
26TH Cona....Ist SESS. 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Burke. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


575 
H. of Reps. 


wish to pay a debt ia London of $100 in American 
gold, we must add $9 07 to it to make it equal in 
Tea! vatne to $100 in the currency of London. 

Tne operation is this: Ain New York, owes $100 
to Bin London. Cin New York has money, or 
what is the same thing, credit, in the hands of D in 
London. A has the money to pay his debt, but 
does not like to send it across the Atlantic. He 
therefore goes to C, and gets him to pay his debt, 
and gives him $109 07 to pay B 100 in London. C 
draws his bill of exchange @n D in favor of A, who 
endorses it to B, aud he calls upon D, gets the mo- 
ney, and the debt is paid, without the transfer of a 
single cent across the Atlantic. These are princi- 
ples applicable to foreign exchanges. 

I am supposing the currency at both puints to 
remain sound. If, from any cause, by a suspen- 
sion of specie payments by the banks, for instance, 
the currency of New York becomes deranged, the 
rates of exchange will become alko deranged, and 
will rise, nominally, or, in other words, the de- 
rangement of the curiescy, or alteration of its re- 
lative value, between two countries or places, de- 
` ranges the exchanges between those places. And, 

on this point, I wili refer to facts. I take, sir, the 
tates of exchange in New York during the late 
suspension of specie payments, which are to be 
found in Mr. Woodbury’s able document, showing 
the value of paper money, and the rales of ex- 
change in the markeis of New York and Philadel- 
phia, published by oider of the Senate in 1838, to 
illus'rate my argument. In June, 1837, exchange 
on England, instead of being 9 per cent. its legiti- 
mate premium, suddenly rose to 20 per cent in the 
markeis of Philadelphia and New York. Now, 
sir, what was the cause of this great rise in the ex- 
changes? It was this—paper money had depreci- 
ated in value, by ceasing to be convertible into 

specie. Specie, at that time, is quoted at 19 to 13 

per cent. premium, 01, in oiher words, the paper of 

the tanks of New York, which was assumed in 
the prices Current as the par standard. of value, 
had depreciated 13 per cent. below specie, the real 
standard. And it therefore took $113 of the. paper 
of New York to buy $100 in specie, or $122 of the 
paper of New York to buy $100 of specie in Lon- 
don. It will be seen, that, if specie had remained 
the standard of value by which the rates were gra- 
dated in the prices current, the difference in ex- 
change, as before and since the suspension, would 
hive ranged from 7 to 10 percent. affected only 
by the balance of trade, or the demand in propor- 
tion to the supply. The suspension of specie pay- 
` ments dy the banks, therefore, caused all the de- 
fangements which existed in the exchanges. _ , 
Bat the effects of the suspension were more ob- 
vious and striking in the domestic exchanges of the 
country, which are governed by the same princi- 
ples. itappears by the document before referred 
to, that, at one period during the suspension, the 
rate of exchange between New York and Boston 
was 3 per cent. New York and Philadelphia about 
thesame; New York and New Orleans about 12 
per cent; New York and Mississippi 30 per cent. 
&e, The document further shows, that the diffe- 
rence of exchange between New York and the 
places named was just the amount of the deprecia- 
tion in the New York market of the bank paper 
issued at those places; in other words, it took $103 
of the paper of the Boston banks to buy $100 of 
the paper of the New York banks, that being the 
par standard of value then, and not specie, which 
was worth 10 to 13 per cent. more than New York 
paper, and therefore it would have taken $113 of 
ston paper to buy $100 in gold in New York. 

Atthe same time it took $103 of Philadelphia pa- 

perto pay $100 in New York, $112 of New Or- 

leans paper, and §130 of Mississippi paper. To 
purchase $100 in specie in New York, it would 
take $113 of Philadelphia paper, $122 of New Or- 
leans paper, and $140 of Mississippi paper. These 
facts ‘show that the increase of 
exchange kept pace in a reverse ratio with 
the depreciation of paper money. And that 
deprecialion was caused by the suspension of specie 


paymenis by the banks. When the banks resumed, 


exchanges improved, , Daring the summer of 1838, 
exchanges were lower than they had ever béen be- 
fore, and at phe time they ‘were in. favor of New 


the rates of- 


Orleans and against New York, the balance of 
both being against the latter city. (See Sylvester's 
Reporter. of that year.) Wherever the banks re- 
sumed, the exchanges fell to their legitimate stan- 
dard. Wherever they did not resume, they re- 
mained high—at rates corresponding with the de- 
preciation of bank paper. Since the recent suspen- 
sion, they have again become deranged, and are 
now high against those portions of the country 
in which the banks have suspended, in just the pro- 
portion ot the depreciation of the paper in the 
market of New York. Thus, by the following 
table, it appears that, on the 26:h of May, exchanges 
are quoted in the papers of New York at the fol- 
lowing rates, viz: 


Philadelphia - . ` - 5a — 
Baltimore - e - - Ba — 
Richmond - . - - Gea 

Charleston . . ` - 5 a 

Savannah - . - -8a 9 
Augueta : . ` -12 a13 
Macon“ > s s -13 a— 
Mobile, - - - ba ll 
New Orleans : - - -7 a 8 
Nashville : -14 a — 


At the same date notes on the banks ın Philadel- 
phia, and other cities named, are quoted at the 
same per cent. discount as the premium òn ex- 
change. 

I have now, Mr. Chairman, demonstrated the 
problem of fluctuations in the exchanges, or shown 
the causes which derange them, elevating them very 
much at one time, and depressing them at another. 
They are, first, an increase of the demand in pro- 
portion to the supply, which is slight; end, second, 


a depreciation of the currency, which, in this coun- - 


try, is produced by the banks, and which is always 
the main cause of derangement. The corollary 
taerefore, of the argument, is, that the banks, 
instead of regulating the exchanges, disturb and 
derange them. 

If, Mr. Chairman, we hada pure metallic cur- 
tency, or a currency mixed of paper and specie, 
but sound, and of the same value throughout the 
Union, and if exchanges were not menopolized by 
the banks, but lett to be controlled by the inevita- 
ble laws of trade, exchange would act as a regu- 
lator of commerce. 
should bay too much of New Orleans, exchange 
would be against New York. It would rise in rate 
in proportion as the debt, or balance of trade 
against New York, and in favor cf New Orleans, 
accumulated. The effect would be, that, in time, 
the rates of exchange would be so high, as to check 
the trade of New York with New Orleans, pro- 
doc'ng a retrogradation, unt.! an equilibrium was 
restored, by an adjustmentof the balance, and pay- 
ment ef the debt. Left to its natural laws, ex- 
change operates as a check against overtrading, 
precisely as the aceumulation of specie under the 
operation of the Independent Treasury system, will 
check overtrading. The business of exchange, 


therefore; shouid never be in the hands of a Na- - 


tional Bank, nor of a company of associated banks, 
which, by establishing fixed rates, would prevent it 
from rising and falling, according to the actual state 
of trade between two commercial points. 

I have one more topie, Mr. Chairman, to touch 
upon, and [ will close my remarks. 

I have heard gentlemen of the Opposition on this 
floor talk much about the great distress which per- 
vades the communiiy, The presses of that party 
harp upon the same dolerous key note given out 
here. Sir, I have looked about for some evidence, 
some proof, of the great distress which js said to 
prevail, and I have looked in vain. Where are the 
proofs? Where, does it exist? Sir, there is 
nothing in this ery of distress, which the Op- 
position party have raised. The community is not so 
much distressed as gentleman affect to believe; 
not, at least, to the extent represented. If there is 
distress it is factitious, manufactured by panic- 
makers for political effect. The hue and ery has 
been raised on this ficor, sir, and it is reiterated 
through a corrupt and venal press. The banks 


‘and other moneyed interests lend their aid to pro- 


pagate the falsehood, and to create, if they can, 


‘what their own partisans say, actually exists ! 


The Federal party, in whose hands are the. 


` co#porations, and io whom belongs the mercantile 
Capital, and other concentrated moneyed: ‘interests: 


To illustrate: If New York | 


banks, who own and control the 'mahufactaritig 


of the country, have it in their power to create dis- 
tress whenever they choose. One of the great lead- 
ers of that party [Mr. WEBSTER] long ago pre- 
dicted, that the business of the country would ne- 
ver be in a settied state until a Natienal Bank was 
rechartered; which, of course, must be preceded by 
the installation of that party in power. The Fede- 
ral party have in their hands, through the joint mo- 
meyed interests under their control, the means of 
deranging business, producing distress, and thus 
verifying the prediction of their great champion. 
This, sir, is the modus operandi by which that party 
accomplishes its object. The banks refuse their 
accommodations, and thus deprive those in- 
debted, although they may have ample property, 
of the means of paying their debts. ‘this is one 
cause of panic and distress. They then contract 
their circulation, and tius deprive the community, 
generally, of the medium by the aid of which busi- 
ness is transacted and trade facilitated. This is an- 
Ctner cause of panic. Then the orators and news- 
paper scribblers of that party raise the hue and cry 
of distress, when none, or but little, exists, and thus 
alarm the community and destroy that confidence 
so essential te commercial prosperity. This, sir, is 
another cause of panic. The manufacturing cor- 
porations chime in and help to swell the general 
chorus, by reducing the wages cf their operatives 
and turning them out of emp!o;yment. The mer- 
chants lend their powerfal aid, by distressing avd 
Oppressing the mechanics end laborers in their em- 
ployment and paironage. Thus is another note 
added to the burden of the song of panic and dis- 
tress. It is palpable, therefore, that the Federalists 
themselves, by the agency of the machinery within 
their contro}, produce the very effect which they 
predict; and then, sir, with brazen and unblushing 


: effrontery they turn round and charge the conse- 


quences of their own ruthless and wicked crusade 
against the interests, the comfort, the peace, and 
the happiness of the community, to the measures of 
the Administration ! 

Bat, Mr. Chairman, with all this powerful ma- 
chinery, wh:ch has been worked with redoubled 
energy during the present session, the Federal 
party ‘have not succeeded in producing a panic 
equal to their expectations, and the means they 
have employed. I say again, that this distress, 
which is said so generally to prevail, does not, in 
fact, exist. So far as facts can be obtained, they 
prove that the business done in the country during 
the first quarter of the present year, is nearly, if not 
quite, equal to the business transactions ot the 
country during the corresponding quarter of the 
last year. On this point, sir, I am not without 
facts, I have taken pains to procure statements of 
the amounts of imports and exports, and the arriv- 
als and clearances at the ports of New York, 
Philadelphia, Boston, and Baltimore, and state- 
ments of the inspection of flour at the ports of Bal- 
limore and Philadelphia, for the first quarter of the 
years 1839 and °40. They exhibit these results: 


-TABLE showing the comparanive amount of exports and im- 


* ports, and foreign arrivalsand clearances in the ports of Bos- 
ton, New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, for the quarter 
ss March 31, 1839, and :the corresponding quarter of 


Exports. Imports: 
on tas SN 
._. 1839. 1840. 1839. 1840. 
Boston, $1,627,531 $1,515,000 6 386,005 $83,294,827 
New York, 6,603,796 6,345,400 28,110,818 17,050,000 
Philad-Iphia, 996,270  1,038.823 3,736,756 1,725,000 
Baltimore, 1,169,458 1,159,769 1,776,610 -1,674,889 
Total, $10,397,155 $10,098,592 $40,009,989 $23,744,716 
Foreign arrivals. Foreign clearances, 
ramen Loa _ OF 
Vessels. Vessels. Vessels, Vessels. 
1839. 1840. 1839, 1840. 
Boston, 183 170 187 185 
New York, 365 354 318 308 
Philadelphia, 67 60 61 83 
Baltimore, 89 86 102 96 


ome emmy 


704 676 a 

Nors.—The collector of the port of Boston, ffi his statement, 
correctly remarks, that “the Jateness ef the #eason, in conse- 
quence of a very severe winter, diminished the number of arri- 
vals in the first quarter.” 5 

Ihave been unable, Mr. Chairman, to procure 
returns of the commerce of other large ports of the 
Union; but, judging from those I have obtained, it 
is very safe to-conclude that returns from the great 
export cities of New Orleans, Savannah, and 
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TABLE showing the comparative inspections of flour and meal 
in Phitadelphia, during the first quarter of 1838, 1839, and 


1340. 1839. 1883. 

Wheat flour, bbls. 163 333 88,796 27,515 
Rye tly do BIR 6641 7,005 
Corn meal, do 9.48 3,206 7,041 
Do. hhils, 1.910 67 1.613 


[Hazards Statistical Register, rol. 2, p. 272. 
TABLE showing the inspection of floucand mea! in Baltimore, 
for the fics! quarter of 18 9 and 1840. 


1840. 1839. 
Wheat flour, bbls. 254,453 138,029 
Do half do 7,821 5,244 
Rye flour, do 2,260 490 
Corn mea! hhis. 3,577 169 
Do bbls. 3,859 550 
Do half do 83 


Nors.—During the quarter ending December, 31, 1812, there 
were 227.331 barrela, and 14,196 halt barrels of wheat flour in- 
spected in the market of Baltimore, the largest amount ever in- 
apected during any quarter previous to 1&0. 

[Hazards Statistical Register, p. 245. 

‘To these tables, Mr. Chairman, | add the weekly 
report of the Brighton market, the great cattle 
mart ot New Engiand, dated June 1, 1840, with 
the remark that the prices are as high now as they 
have ever bee», with scarce an exception: 

BRIGHTON MARKET, Mouday, June 1, 1810.} 

(Reported tor the [Whig] Daily Advertiser and Patriot. 

Prices— Beef Cattle. We quote a few extra at $7 25; first 
quality, $6 75 a $7; second quality, $6 25 a $6 75; third quali- 
ty, 5 75a $6 <5. 

Working Oxen—A few sales—$75, 60, $2, 110, and 1474. 

Cows and Calves—Sales at 621, $25, $28, $32, and $40. 

Sheep—Lots were sold at $3 75, $1, and $4 12. 

Swine—Dull. Lots to 
Bows, and $5} a $5} for Barrows, At retail, from 510 7}. 

These sta'ements show that the exports at the 
ports of Bastcn, New York, Philadelphia, and Bal- 
umore, vary but very little from those of the cor- 
responding quarter of last year. The same remark 
is trae in relaticn to the foreign arriva's and 
clearances. ‘The business done in the flour trade 
is vastly greater than ever before. If the articles 
of export were as high in price in our markets this 
year as last, they wou'd have much exceeded the 
exports of last ycar in amount. 
denied that these has becen a falling off in the im- 
ports, but that should be regarded asa favorable 
omen, indicating the returning tide of prosperity 
in the fact that we are beginning to sell more than 
we bay, and are now liquidating the heavy debt 
held in Europe against us. 

Now, sir, nobcdy pretends that there was any 
distress last year. On the contrary, every thing 
was prosperous and flourishing. The Whigs 

themselves will not deny this. . lt appears that s> 
far, daring the present year, we have done nearly 
the same amount of business, and yet t is said the 
country is greatly distressed. Now, sir, I ask again, 
where are the evidences ef distiess, except in the 
hypocritical and affected lamentations of Whig 
panic makers? Do we hear of great and nu- 
merous failures? In 1819, half of the community 
failed. Great faitures happened all over the coun- 
try during the panic of 1828. In the great com- 
mercial shock of 1837, 200 or 300 merchants failed 
in New York, half as many ia Boston; and large 
numbers in all the other cities of the Unien. Now, 
sir, we hear of no failures, because none take 
place. Where, then, I repeat, is the dis‘ress which 
is said to-exist? Where its evidences? 
© The truth is, Mr. Chairman, our country was 
never richer in all the elements of real wealth and 
prosperity than al this moment. And were it not 
for the conspiracy of the banks, and other. concen- 
trated moneyed interests, with the Federal party, 
to overthrow this Administration, our country at 
this moment weuld present to the world one ot the 
proudest spectac'es of prosper.ty, and of the iti- 
umph of free insti‘utions, that has ever yet been 
witnessed. 

It is true, sir, that the prices of wool, of fosar, 
and cotton, three of the great staples of this coun- 
try, have fallen. The causes I have already 
assigned. But I would call the attention of the 
people, and particularly of the producers of those 
staples, to the table of prices current which I have 
before exhibited. By that table it appears that all 
the prodacts of the farmer and planter, have at 

different periods of our history, been subject to 
great flactuations. During the war, and to 1820, 
prices were very high. From 1817 to 1836, we 
had a National Bank. Yet that institution did not 
sustain the prices of property from 182u to 1833, 
the date of the second great expansion of the cur- 
Fency, which ended in the explosion of the banks. 


peddle were sold at $i} a $44 for ; 


It is not to be |! 


| causes of which I have assigned. 
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During that period of time, dat.ng at 1820 and end- 
ing at 1833, prices were generally lower than they 
have ever been. Yet, sir, that period embraces the 
Federal Whig era of geod times. 

Ta 1817, before the United States Bank went into 
operation, beef was as high as $15 25 per bare’; 
pork $18 50; bu'ter 22 cents per pound; cheese 18 
cents; flour $14 50 per barrel; corn $1 60 per bush- 
el; rye $125, &e; cotton 34 cenis per pound; 
wool as high as 60 cents. Prices have never beea 
higher in th:s country. 

In 1828, during the undis; uted reign of the United 
States Bank, the Whig era of good times, bat of 
real distress and depression, beef wasas low as 
$11 per bbl. pork $8 per bbl. butter fourteen cents 
per pound; cheese six cents per pound; flour $5 75 
per bbl. (in 1827, $5 50,J corn sixty-five cenis per 
bushel; rye sixty-five cents per bushel; cotton ten 
cents per pound; wool twenty-five cents per pound. 
Never were prices lower generally than at this 
time. We then hada Naticnal Bank, a high tariff, 
and a splendid system of internal improvements 
had been projected; yet never were the farming and 
planting interests so much depressed; and in fact all 
other interests, for it was a time of general distress 
and suffering. 

In 1833, sir, when the banks commenced their 
second great expansion, prices began to rise, the 
In these facts, 
the farmer and planter will see that it is not the 
measures of the Government to which these great 
fluctuations are to be attributed. The expansions 
and centractions of the currency, which the bill on 
your table proposes to remedy, are the main 
causes. We have had the expansion and high 


prices, and now we have the contraction, but not | 


very low prices, except in the articles of flour 
and cotton, in which there has been a great 
overproduction; and in wool, which the manu- 
facturers, for political effect, will not buy now, but 
will be obliged to purchase soon, for, sir, they will 
a vig permit their vast capital to remain unem- 
oyed. 

The farmers and planters will also see by the 
tables of prices current, that the prices of sugar, 
tea, coffee, salt, and all other articles of foreign 
growth, consumed in their families, have perma- 
nently fallen. In this respect, they are permanent 
gainers by the fall of prices. They have fallen 
much more in proportion than the staples of their 
own production. 

I am, now, Mr. Cha'‘rman, through with my ex- 
position of the causes which produce fluctuations 
in the prices of property, and the wages of labor, 
and the derangement of the exchanges of the 
country. I will now submit in conclusion, a few 


Temaiks in relation to the great issue involved. 


in the present contest between the two parties. 

It matters not, sir, whether General Harrison is 
a great general, or whether he is in fact a hero. 
Those qualifications are very good in their places. 
Nor is it of the least importance whether or not 
he lives in a log cabin and driaks hard cider. 
Neither of them demonstrates h's fitness for the 
exalted office of Chief Magistrate of this great 
Repablic. Besides, sir, neither is true in point of 
fact; bat is a falsehood attempted to be palmed off 
upon the American people. The farmers and 
mechanics of this country are not to be convinced 
by parading throug’: the streets. of our splendid 
cities, the miserable caricatures of loz cabins— 
the humble abodes of the poor, but honest and 
intelligent settlers of ihe far West, with all the cir- 
cumsiance and pageantry of hard cider, gourd 
shells, and coon skims. No, sir, such dis- 
plays are downrght insults to that humble but 
meritorious class of our countrymen, who inhabit 
the real log cabins of the country. Thy are an 
insult to every intelligent American citiz2n, who is 
sought to be convinced of his supposed errors of 
opinion, by such grovelling mummeries and mounte- 
bank exhibitions. Sir, the workingmen of this 
country have not only intelligence, but they have 
pride—the pride of conscious integrity and manly 
independence. And believe me, the insane dis- 
plays of modern Whigery will arouse in their 
bosoms a storm of indignation which will ere 
long burst ferth and overwhelm, in its fury, the 
silly projectors of such damb shows, invented to de- 
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ceive and delude them. Think you, Mr. Chair- 
man, that the yeomanry and workingmen of this 
Republic are to be duped and wheedled out of 
their righ’s by a system of jagglery and foolery 
too disgusting for men pretending to decency and 
propriety of conduct to be engaged in? Believe it 
not, sir. That base insult to the intelligence of 
the American people will be avenged, and the 
authors and participators in those grovelling and 
contempt.ble displays will be covered with shame 
and disgrace in the crowning victory of this great 
contest. When they awake trom their dream of 
delusion and infatuation, they will blush at the 
remembrance of their folly, and hide their heads in 
confusion, The history of this infatuated period 
will grate harshly upon their ears some dozen 
years hence. But, sir, I will not dwell upon the 
utter baseness of such schemes to delude and dupe 
an intelligent people. I call that people to the con- 
templation of toe great issue before them, involv- 


| ing, as I believe, the very existence of Republican 


government, and their own dearest rights and liber- 
ties. That issue is, aN INDIPENDENT TReasuRY 
AND POPULAR LIBERTY; OR A NATIONAL BANK AND 4 
MONEYED DESPOTISM. 

In Europe, sir, capital, whether it be in money 
or in lands, is leagued with political power against 
the people. Here the peop'e are united witb the 
Government, instituted and upheld by themselves 
against capital. The great contest in which we are 
engaged is a strugele on the part of the combined 
and allied moneyed interests of the country to reverse 


; the present order of things, and establish the su- 


premacy of wealth over popular institutions snd 
popular liberty. This, sir, is the issue. The ap- 
pzal is to the people. J await their verdict without 
fear of the result. i 
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REMARKS MR. HUBBARD, 
ALABAMA, 
In the House of esenialives, May 24, 1840—0On 


the bill granting pre-emp:ion rights to settlers on 

the publit lands. 

Mr. HUBBARD said: ° 

Mr. Sprdxgf: Having obtained the floor to speak 
upon this bilfit becomes my duty, as 4 member of 
the Commiée on the Public Lands, to explain its 
principles. : 

Itis intended to aid the frontier settlers who 
have gone upon the public lands, cleared them up, 
and put thera into cultivat'on—to enable them to 
secure homes for their families, and to get the 
benefit of the labor they have done upon the land. 

The object of the bill isa good and just one, and 
will be supported by the House, if not prejudiced 
by the objections raised against it, on the part of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Lincony,] 
and the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Wuite,] 
who have occupied the whole of this day in making 
objections, which I trust I shall remove from the 
minds of every member not opposed to granting 
pre-emptions to first settlers. Nothing can quiet 
the opposition of the gentlefffen who are opposed. 

I shall begin with the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, (who has occupied the House some four 
or five hours,) and when Í shall have disposed of 
such of his remarks as have any appearance of 
force, I shail turn to the gentleman from Kentucky, 
and upon meeting his objections, shall call the pre- 
vious question, with the view of having the vote 
to-nigh'; and I now notify the House that I will 
not yie'd the floor to a motion for adjournment, 
the House having already been too long engaged 
in the consideration of the question before it. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts objects to the 
first section of the bill, which he supposes “contains 
anew prineiple.” This section only provides, that 
whenever a man has built his house upon one 
quarter section, and made his field upon another, 
he sha!l have the right to take either, whichsoever 
he may choose, or he may take eighty acres to in- 
clude his house, and eighty acres to include his 
field, so as not to exceed one quarter section 
in all. i 

The section appears to meso just and reasonable 
in itself, that I do not know how to offer argument 
in its support. It is intended for this purpose, sir, 
where a man has done most labor upon his house, ` 
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he can take it; when he has done most on bis field, 
he can enter that; and when, by taking legal sub- 
divisions, he can save both, and get the benefit of 
ali his labor, why not let him have it? It is no 
new princ ple; itis only applying an old princi- 
je to meet cases not provided for in other bills ; 
but if it were a new principle, it is a just and good 
one, aud such that no one who did not oppose the 
pre-emption principle, or who did not desire to get 
part of the man’s labor, could objectto. I know 
that itis pretended here, by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, that this would enable the settler to 
take the best halves of each quarter section, aed 
thereby render the other part unsaleable. If the 
land he takes is valuable, he would soon desire the 
other for timber and room, and if worth any thing, 
would be competied te purchase, to keep others 
away. But how does this alter the case, from the 
way things now stand? Suppose, sir, that the laud 
had never been settled, or no pre-emption had been 
given; could not any other buyer buy it upin the 
same way, by bidding off the half quarter sections, 
that were good, and leaving out the bad, just as the 
‘bill allows the settler to take it by pre-emption? 
.. The whole objection is shown to be groundless, 
to the most common understanding. 
. J now tura to the second section, and his objec- 
tions to that. The second section is intended to 
provide for the man who. actually cleared the land 
or built the house, and who put another man into 
possession of the land or house. It will provide for 
cases like this. A man goes with his family and 
makes an improvement on a piece of public land; 
his wife may die; he takes his children, if he has 
any, to her or his relations or friends, as the case 
may be; he will not, nay, he cannot, live alone in 
the woods.. He therefore rents out his place to 
some one who wants a place. Now, onght he to 
lose his labor, or will you give the pre-emption to 
the man who did not andergo the hardship of the 
first settlement, or who did not clear it up and im- 
prove it? 

The bill gives itto the man who went into the 
wilderness, found the place, and cleared it up; to 
the actual owner of the place and labor upon it, 
and not to the’ person to whom he has rented; and 
itisright. And, sir, the gentleman from Massa- 
chasetts: Would have had much stronger reason to 
object, if it had been otherwise, and I should have 
sustained bis objection. . 
< | will now proceed to the third section of the 
bill. -This provides that where a:man sestled upon 
the pubdlit lands before they wereaurveyed, aud his 
improvement; upon the surveying of the country, 
wes found to be upon section sixteen; then he may 
take:another quarter section not occupied by ano- 
ther person, in the same land district, at the Go- 
vernment price. Now, in this case, the township 
gets the benefit of his labor, and he could not be 
placed on a footing with his neighbors without 
such provision, It is nothing but just and right; 
and no one who will.vote fer any part of the bill 
ought to object to this section. 

Í now follow the gentleman through the fourth 
section of the bill, which gives a pre-emption to 
ány one who cleared up and settled a tract of pab- 
lic land, which was taken from him afterwards by 
a grant from Congress to a State, for any purpose 
whatever, and the objection stands in precisely the 
same situation, on principle, with the objection to 
the sixteenth section case, which, I trust, I have 
disposed of to the fall and entire satisfaction of the 
House, and to the gentlemait himself, if he was 
disposed to favor these claims of the settlers on 
public lands. _ de Bey a secs i 
- The fifth and last. section has been opposed by 
the gentleman for two reasons. The first, ihat by 
teviving the bill of 1838, “those settlers who did 

Bot take. pre-emptions under that act, wil) get still 
two years’ longer credit to take their pre-emptions.” 
Secondly. “That it enables men to have pre emp- 
tions ou lands saliject to sale at private entry,” 
which the gentleman thinks is not right, and that 
it will keep back patents for lands in this sitaation. 

The first objection is strange to me from get'emen 
Who can give to banks two. rthree. years’ credit for 
Milions of public money, which, by reason of the 
change int times, the banks allege they were nnd- 
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ble to pay. They can vote away hundreds of thou- 
sands to the importing merchants, for reputed 
losses by fire. They can credit them for years upon 
bonds due, for what they owe the Government; but 
a poor needy settler upon the public lands, who 
has worked hard to clear it up, who has lived hard 
whilst about it, and who, for the same reasons, 
(the hardness of the times,) needs a little. time to 
enter his home—they cannot afford to credit him. 
They ean indylge others for thousands or millions, 
but grudge to let a frontier man have even a little 
time te secure his labor, and a home for his family; 
and that, too, when they hold the land itself, to- 
gether with the labordone upon it, for security. 
is this the treatment these men have a right to 
expect from this House? No, sir; I cannot believe 
it—I know better. 

The second objection is too small a mat- 
ter for much consideration, but is as easily 
answered as the others. There are but few 
cases where lands have been offered, and would 
not sell at public sale, where any man would settle 
upon them, without first having purchased; because 
his improving the land, (if worth any thing) 
would make the place an object for others to buy, 
and he wouid therefore be liable to lose his laber, 
and be moved off at trouble and expense. There- 
fore no man can be supposed to be upon lands sub- 
ject to sale at private entry, at the passage of the 
act, who was able to buy, unless the place has been 
so poor, that his labor and land together-are not 
worth the mivimom price. A few cases, then, of 
very poor men, on very poor land, may have pre- 
emption rights extended to them by this section of 
the bill, but the number must, for the reasons 
given, be very few, and the land too poor to 
make either an object of much considera- 
tion with this Congress, and the few titles which 
may be delayed, on this account, cannot work any 
injury to aa upright man. If a buyer, in fraud 
of the law, was to go to the office, and enter ane of 
these improvements to get the man’s labor, and 
would falsely state that no person was upon it, and 
the occupant shou'd afterwards be able to raise 
the money, and pay up for his improvement, and 
vacate the title, the fellow would deserve to lose it. 

One more objections made'by the gentleman from 
Magsachosetts,and I shall quit him,being fully sa‘ isfi- 
ed that I have disposed of his objections. He objects 
to this bill, because “‘it will let every oceupant now 
upon the land have a pre-emption, whilst the for- 
mer dill of 1833 required four months’ previous 
settlement and occupancy.” Now the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, according to this argument, 
would have no objection to a:pre-emption, where 
a man had settled and cultivated the land some 
two, three, or four years, and had received some 
benefit from it; but, a poor fellow who has gone 
upon it late this spring, aud who plants, and can- 
not mote than half break up and cultivate the land, 
and who has no possibility of making more than 
half a crop, without getting any thing like half 
pay for his labor, must be rooted out, and driven 
off. This is his argument; and itis answered in 
making a mere statement of its contents. 

I now, sir, turn. to the objections raised by the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Wnirs;] and so 
far as they are of the same kind with those raised 
by his friend. from Massachusetts, they are 
already, as I conceive, fully answered. 

His objections, growing out of political censide- 
rations, I shall not take time to answer; what he 
has said against Mr. Van Buren I shall pass over, 
with confidence that it will not seriously effect 
him. 

But he gives it as his opinion, that, if the present 
bill pass, it will take millions from the Treasury, 
and has endeavored to support his opinion by re- 
ferring to a report of the late Commissioner of the 
Public Lands (Mr. Brown] who supposed that the 
pre-emption laws of 1830 “took frem the Treasury 
three millions of doltars.” T 

Now it so happens, that the book containing that 
report, con'ains a few facts, which,'upon examina- 
tion, will completcly overtarn this position. 

The book shows that the sales of all the lands in 
1829, 1830, 1831, and 1832, did not go but a 
fraction over two millions of acres a year, and that 
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} the average price was nearly one dollar twenty- 


seven cents per acre. i 
Tne same book shows, that in 1835and 1836, 


| when, according to the gentleman’s own statement, 


no pre-emption Jaws were in existence, the sales 
amounted, together, to 32,639,343 acres, which 
sold for $41,167,637, being about one dollar and 
twenty-six cents and one ten h of a ceat per acre— 
not one cent’s difference in the average price per 
acre, between the sales when the pre-emption laws 
were in force, and afterwards when no. in furce. 

It also happens, that, during the time that 
Mr. Commissioner Brown thought that so much 
had been lust. to the Government by pre-emption 
laws, money was scarce, and sales were small, 
as is shown; but in 1835 and 1836, paper money 
was abundant, speculations ranh:gh, and every 
body was buying lands that could get to the sales; 
and furty millions’ worth were sold, which sales did 
not exceed one doilar and twenty-six cents per 
acre; and this too, when, according to the gentle- 
mans own showing, no pre-emption laws were in 
force. 

Now if, when paper money was plenty, and 
every thing high, when sales took place to the ex- 
tent of forty millions’ worth, and no pre-emption 
laws were in existence, the lands did not bring one 
and a half cents per acre above Government price, 
what ground has the gentleman from Keniucky, or 
had the Commissioner, to conclude that, in the sale 
of about three or four millions’? worth, when money 
was scarce, the Government lost, three millions 
of dollars on the small part that went to satisfy the 
pre-emption claims of that day? The idea is ab- 
surd. Ít was impossible, and could only have 
been entertained by prejudices created in the mind 
of that officer by persons dissatisfied with the exe- 
cution of the pre-emption laws, from some particu- 
lar cases, and who had no correct knowledge of 
the systems, as the report shows was the case with 
Mr. Brown; and, sir, like every other objection to 
the bill, this also has been found to be only imagi- 


nar . 

What I have said, Mr. Speaker, is doing but 
small justice to these frontier people pf the new 
States, who settle upon the public lands, and clear 
them up. They make roads to the country; they 
feed, lodge, and protect the wearied traveller. 
More than that, sir: when your country is invaded, 
they protect you; and now, when their improve- 
ments are selling oat, will you not protect them? I 
think, sir, you will. I have (as I think) answered 
fally the objections of each of the gentlemen to this 
bill. Asa member of the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, and so frequently pued upon and re- 
ferred to by them, I could not have said less. 

One more word in explanation and reply, and I 
have dane. Those frontier men are generally poor 
and needy,, or, at best, men of but small property. 
When we speak of them, we must, if we speak 
trath, say “they are poor.” And I regret, sir, a 
remark made. by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
abput those “who frequently harp about poor set- 
tlers, as. demagogues,and political hypocrites.” I 
have only to. say in reply to that Joemar a. that if 
the gentleman had been at the Baltimore Conyene. 
tion, and bad seen the log pens called “cabins,” 
hauled through the streets, he would not again 
speak of demagogues or political hypocrites. 

[Here Mr, H. was called to order by the Cram 
as not speaking to the bill.} . , ete 

Mr. Hysaganp resumed... I have sir,. said more 
than I intended when I commenced, but the fyll 
and critical examination of every section and pen- 
tence of the bill during the whole of this day, 
warns me that it is time to end this discussion, of. 
which the _House-is already. tired. f shail, there- 
fore, as I promised, end it, by a cal} of the previous- 
question. Eg ie (ae Bes ep ssa 

“The previous question was called, and the bilf 
passed by a vole ot 126 to 64, _.. 
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Mr. ATHERTON ads (hae: Cratrman: It was 


aot my intention to bave troubled the committee 
with any remarks on this fill, which has been the 
subject of so much discogsion heretofore, in both 
Houses of Congres, and thro at the country. 
Bat baving been instronrental jin bringing the bill 
before the committee for congideration, it may be 
supposed incumbent upon to reply to the gen- 
tleman trom Massachuseys (Mr. Cusninc) who 
has moved to sitke om le enacting clause, and 
supported his motiog an elaborate argument. 
And I can only regret phat, on account of the ill- 
ness of my friend, 
of Ways and Means, (Mr. Jones] who, I rejoice 
to see, is so far recovered as to be present in his 
seat, this daty is not to be performed by one who 
would discharge it ina manner so much more able 
and acceptable. 
it affords a good omen for the character of the 
debate on which we have entered, that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, notwithstanding the 
great variety of topics enlarged upon by him, has 
introdaced only those which legitimately appertain 
to the discussion of the measure betore us. Though 
he did once allude to a certain Dr. Harrison, were 
it not that he is too well disciplined to suffer his 
feelings to betray him into any impreper degree of 
enthusiasm, perhaps even that slight aberration 
wight be attributed to that sort of admiration, or, 


asit has been somewhere termed, “Boswellism,” - 


which a biographer may be pardoned for feeling 
towards his hero. 

In confining my remarks to those subjects pro- 
perly connecied with the bill, it will be my endea- 
vor to imitate his commendable example. With- 
oat farther preface I will, therefore, proceed to 
state, as briefly as I may, the principles which I 
conceive to be involved in the measare, and some 
of the considerauons which suggest themselves as 
favorable to its adoption. 

„l will occur to those who have examined the 
bill, that the main principles of the scheme therein 
proposed, for the collection and safekeeping of 
the public revenue, are, 


lst. That the money of the people shall be safe- 
ly kept by the people’s own responsible to 
them, and shel not be used by corporations or pri- : 
vileged ind: viduals. 


2d. Tse bill makes provisions for reaching, by 
sucer ggive steps, a period when al! the revenues 
s0“ail be collected in the legal currency of the United 
States, or, in ether words, in gold and silver only. 


The different sections of the bill contain the de- | 
sails necessary for carrying out these principles. : 
‘The system, as I unders‘and it, commends itself by | 


combining economy, convenience, and security. 
The expense of putting it in operation will be 


trfling, as also the yearly cost of maintaining it. | 
The general suspension of payment by the banks © 


in 1837; their more recent very extensive suspen- 


gress caused by the refusal of the deposite banks to 


pay over the public fands committed to their charge, | 


the embarrassment and inconvenience resulting 
to the Government and to the people from the same 
cause; the great losses proved by authentic official 
documents to bave been sustained by using banks 
as depositaries, and by depreciated bank paper; all 
these, it would seem, must carry conviction to the 
mind of every one that the inconsiderable cost of 
carrying the system into effect can bear no compa- 
rison with the advantages it must afford. And 
while itis one of the peculiar merits of the sys- 


tem that it gives neither to the officers of the Go- | 


vernment nor to any corporation nor individual 
power to control the revenne for any other than 
constitutional and legal objects, it will enable the 
Government of the people to control, for legal and 
constitutional parposes, the revenue of the peopie. 
The simultaneous refusal of the deposite banks yo 
pay over the funds of the Goveroment in their 
possession, and the disastrous consequences of that 
refasal, afford an ample commentary en the pro- 
priety, or I should rather say the indispensable ne- 
cessity, of the provisions necessary to accomplith 
this object. The system also insures the security 
of the poblic faods, by requiring ample bonds 
from depositaries, by establishing various and sa- 
latary checks and guards, by providiog for regular 
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periodical inspections and returns, and for sudcea 
and unforseen inspections of the accounts of the 
ageats of Government, and the moneys in their 
hands. And further still, it guards against that 
most formidable temptation to embezzlement of the 


|| such ase or embezzlement to the punishment of 
fine and immisonment. 

But it is alleged that the measure will have an 
effect on the currency of the country, and it is con- 
tended by our opponents that this effect will be 
injurious. Itis not denied that it will have an in- 
cidental effect on the currency, but its operation, iu 
this respect, so far from deserving to be deprecated, 
cannot fail to be benefic‘al. 


‘| publie funds, the liberty to use them, and sabjects | 


The only reason for regret, I conceive to be that - 
its operation will be so limited. ‘That the ques- | 
tion of an entire specie currency, or any near ad- ` 


preach to such a currency, is really involved in 
this bill, T cannot imagine that any one will be 
wild enough to contend All must acknowledge 
| that the proportion of specie in circulation in 
| the country to that of paper, is by far too small. 
' Is there a gentleman here whe will rise in his 
| place and deny this proposition? Then, though it 
' may justly be regretted that the effect of the bill 
will be so limited, that effect, so far as it goes to 
increase the proportion of specie in circulation, 
must be so far beneficial. 

But even were there serious objections in 
point of convenience, to the scheme as a mere fis- 
cal measure, as I humbly believe there are none, 
there are other considerations which call for its 
adoption—con\ ‘erations of controlling and para- 

/ mownt importance. 
It is the system most consonant to the principles 
' of free institutions. 

It maybe safely laid down as a proposition which 

cannot be denied. 
1. That the taking possession of the public 
i| revenue, and using it for the purposes of private 
| gain, necessarily implies, in those thus possessing 
‘| and using it, control of the revenue. 

Were any one disposed to controvert this, a 
recollection of the bank suspension of 1837, which 
has heretofore been adverted to, must establish 
its truth. The banks then controlled the revenue. 
The people could not control their own money 
for their own purposes, 

Another position is, 


Qd. That such control of the public revenue | 


necessarily implies a high degree of political 
power. 

This appears equally undeniable. How can 
a Government be carried on without revenue? 


the remark of a great statesman, that “the revenue 
is the State.” 


{| controverted and incontrovertible, another follows 
i| equally incontrovertible, as it seems to me. It be- 
ing assumed as a fact, which no one will deny, that 
the people are the true source of political power, it 
follows, 

3d. That banking corporations, not being po- 
litieally responsible to the people, ought not to be 
entrusted with the exercise of political power, and 
thus ought not to be entrusted with the control of 
the revenue. 
| The other consideration alluded to as of ‘con- 
|| trolling and paramount importance, and of a simi- 
Jar nature with the former, is this: 

Unlike its antagonist scheme, the system is con- 
sistent with the Constitution. 

Ist. Because it does not recognise the necessity 
of agents not contemplated or provided for by the 
Constitution. 

Neither banking corporations nor any other 
sorporations are recognised in the Constitution. 
It 1s well known to all that the proposi- 


power to create corporations, was rejecied in 
the Convention for the formation of the Con- 
stitution. Can it be possible that those wise 
men who framed that instrament cculd have con- 
templated any necessity of employing banking cor- 
porations to carry on the fiscal affairs of the Go- 
vernment, and yet have neglected to provide for 


Money constitutes the sinews of all iis operations. | 
So evident is the truth of the position, as to justify : 


D i f It, then, the two foregoing propositions are un- | 
sion; the great expenses of the extra session of Con- | 


tion to confer on the General Government | 


1, destroy. 


such necessity? To suppose this is to suppose they 
formed a Government which could not be exeeuted 

unless the States should be kind enough to create 
corporations for its convenience—nay, for its very 
existence. No one will hazard his own reputation 
by saying of those great men thar thay were guilty 
oť so vain a thing. The conclusion, then, is irre- 
sstible, that the necessity of the ase of banking 
corporations to carry on the affairs of the Govern- 
ment, was not contemplated by the framers of the 
Constitution. 

The system proposed is consistent with the Con. 
stitution. 

2d. Because it provides, so far as the ~-venues 
are concerned, for a return to the legal currency 
of the United States. 

Its effect will thus be to prevent the peo- 
ple from sustaining loss on account of their 
Government being obliged to receive depre- 
ciated paper. It will also protect the cre- 
ditors of the Government from loss in a similar 
manner. The Constitution recognises no paper 
currency. It gives rower to the Government to 
coin money and regulate the value thereof and of 
foreign coin, and prohibits the States from making 
any thing except gold and silver a tender in pay- 
ment of debis. The system now proposed avoids 
the absurdity of receiving in payment and paying 
out that of which the Government has no right to 
regulate the value. 

T have thus hastily enumerated what occur to me 
as some of the merits of the measure now under 
discussion. However feebly they may have been 
stated, they are, some of them, at least, of grave 
interest, and mark the system as one of vital im- 
portance. 

But the gentleman from Massachusetts has at- 
tacked this bill at the threshold. His object is not 
to amend, nor even to offer another system, but to 

In his extended and elaborate speech, he 
has swept up, as wih a Crag net, ail that has ever 
been suggested on this once fertile, but now almost 


i exhausted subject, and has enforced bis arguments 


with his accustomed ability. In replying to his ob- 
jections, I shall frequently, therefure, have occasion 
to recur to the considerations which have been al- 
ready thus briefly adverted to. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts kas refer- 
red to the origin of this measure, which origin he 
says the Secretary of the Treasury has given in 
covert language, by stating the system to have 
been in practice as early as 1790. Mr. Hamilton 
was then Secretary of the Treasury. Thus, says 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, the Secretary 
refers the originof this scheme to Hamilton the 
Federalist and Monarchist; but, he adds, the Se- 
eretary does nottell us that Hamilton’s experi- 
ment failed. Again, he says, Mr. Woodbury takes 
up the rejected instruments of Mr. Hamilton. 
There does not appear to be much consistency in 
denouncing this scheme as originating with 
Hamilton the Federalist; and, in the next breath, 
denouncing the Secretary for taking up a scheme 
“rejected” by Hamilton. But what are the facts? 
The system of employing individuals for the safe- 
keeping of the public moneys, was the first system 
m practice under our Constitution. Banks were 
employed at the period in our history next after 
the adoption of the Constitution. Hamilton was 
the first Secretary of the Treasury. It is well 
known that he was not imbued with those princi- 
ples of Repablicanism which prevailed in the for- 
mation of the Constitution. There can be no doubt 
that Hamilton was in favor of a Government re- 


| sembling that of Great Britain. 


“Purge the British Government,” says he, “of its corruption, 
and it would be an impracticable Government; as it stands, 
at present, with all its supposed defecte, it is the most per- 
fect Government that ever existed.” 

It bas been said that— 

“The denial ofguch being Hamilton’s sentiments, which has 
sometimes, fur party purposes, been attempted, is quite pre: 
poeterous, when he himself never disguised his opinions.” 

Though some have been weak or wicked enough 
to characterize the impu'aticn of such opinions to 
Mr. Hamilton as aslander, no one will think such 
a course expedient since the publication of the 
Macs>n papers. In the debates of the Convention, 
there reported, be freety avowed that “he did not 
think favorably of Republican Government.” His 

aim in his administration of the Treasury Depart- 


ate 
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ment, undoubtedly was to infuse indirectly into the 
management of our system of Government those 
principles of hostility to popular riguts, and de- 
nial of popular power, which he hadin vaia en- 
endeavored to infuse iato the system itself. It is 


' 


sda as rA 
= 


in accordance with all the motives wbich usu- ' 
ally operate on human action, that he should ` 


have attempted this. Thus, as soon as was 
safe or practicable, he departed from the system, 
the immediate result of tne adoption of the Consti- 


tution, and engrafted on our instituticns the new : 


principle of employing banking corporations as 
agents of the Government for Keeping the public 
moneys. Butitis a remarkable fact that even 
this he did by indirection and by his own discre- 
tion, and not in consequence of provision by law. 
It is not true that “the first scheme failed.” The 
old Bank of the United States was established in 
1791. There is not one word in its charter about 
its being a fiscal machine of the Government as a 
depositary of the pubiic moneys. If the system of 
employing individuals had failed, and om account 
of its failure another had been resorted to, it is per- 
fect folly to suppose the charter of the bank would 
not have contained such a provision as would have 
remedied by law the defects of the scheme it was 
to supersede. 
als as depositaries did not fail. It never has failed, 
and, from the very nature of things, if properly 
regulated, it never can. The first bank was not 
established for the purpose of superseding the sys- 
tem of keeping public moneys first in operation un- 
der the Constitution, for there is nothing said in 
its charter on that subject. The employment of 
individuals as depositaries was left as mach within 
the discretion of the Secretary as before the char- 
ter of the Bank. 

Hamilton advocated the Bank, Jefferson op- 
posed it. Hamulton, the Federalist, the Mo- 
narchist, got rid of the simple system of the Con- 
stitation, which is the system proposed in this bill, 
as soon as in his power. Such a system did not 
suit the ulterior views formed by his daring.and 
sagacious mind. I agree that this scheme is the 
one rejected by Hamilton; but not that it was re- 
jected because it had failed in its legitimate pur- 
poses. The gentleman from Massachusetts, so 


far as he can be understood to take up any scheme | 


at all, takes up the scheme adopted by the Mo- 
narchist Hamilton—rejected by the Democrat Jef- 
ferson—ihe scheme rejected by a far higher au- 


thority than any single name—rejected by the- 


people. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts next makes 
the startling announcement that the bill proposes 
to reform, by an express repeal of the Constitu- 
tion; because the 9th section of the Constitution 
provides that “no money shall be drawn from the 
Treasury, but in consequence of appropriations 
made by law;” and the Ist section of the bill de- 
claresceriain rooms and vaults, and safes, which 
are to be prepared in the building now going up in 
the western part of this city, to be the Treasury of 
the United Siates. He says the Treasury is not lo- 
cal, and cannot be, and entering upon that re- 
gion 

“Where entity and quiddity, 
And ghosts of defunct bodies lie,” 


he declares the Treasury to be “an abstract en- 


tity.” 
He contends that, by this bill, the Secretary of 


the Treasury is made the secretary of a vault; | 


and that you might as well call the Secretary of the 
Navy the secretary of a ship, or the Secretary of 
War the secretary of acannon. Perhaps it would 
be quite as intelligible to call the Secretary of the 


Treasury the secretary of a vault, as to denomi- ` 


nat him the secretary of “an abstract entity.” 


The system of employing individu. | 


= stitution. 


The eleventh section of the bill provides that mo- - 
ney shall be deposited in the hands of the deposita- . 


Ties, to the credit of the Treasurer. 
gentlemen whether in most of the States they have 
nota Treasury established by law; and whether 
money placed to the credit of the Treasurer is not 
clearly enough understood to be in the Treasury, 
not because il is in this or that place, but because 
it is thas placed to his credit. It may seem singu- 


lar that there has hitherto been no provision by law | 


blishing the Treasury of the United States; 


I appeal to | 


: quote, and he would now give it. 
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and the propriety uf such a provision seems to me 
self-evident. How does it conflict with that pro- 
vision of the Constitution, which declares that “no 
money shali be drawn from the Treasury, but in 
consequence of appropriations made by law?” 
[Mr. Cusnine here rose, and said, that he also 
referred to another provision of the Constitution 
which he had mentioned, but did not particalarly 
It was the pro- 
vision which declares that “the nett prcduce of ail 
duties and imposts, laid by any State on imports 


: orexports, shail be for the use of the Treasury of 
i the United States.) 


Well, .sir, how does the arst section of the bill 
conflict with either of these provisions? Does 
it authorize any money to be paid out of the Trea- 
sury, except in pursuance of appropriations made 
by law,or provide that the nett produce of duties and 
imposts shall not be for the use of the Treasury of 
the United States? The Treasurer of the United 
States has, for his office, certain rooms, with pro- 
per safes and vaults connected therewith, where 
he is to keep all the pablic money which is in 
his immediate custody. But constructively he 
has the custody of all the public moneys, so far that 
he, under the laws, draws for them. And moneys, 
in the hands of a depositary, are placed to the credit 


: of the Treasurer, and are constructively within the 


Treasury of the United States. But no one would 
say that the collector, or the deposite bank, or the 
receiver generai, was the Treasury of the United 
States. The provisions of the bill are strictly and 
literally consonant to these provisions of the Con- 
But it is otherwise with the sysiem of 


| deposites of public moneys in banks. When a col- 


lector pays public money into a bank, and the 
bank loans it out toa speculator, is that money in 
the Treasury? Is the individual who uses the 
money as his own, the Treasury? No, sir; the 
money in that case is taken out of the Treasury 
without appropriation by law, or it never goes into 
the Treasury at all. The public money is taken 
from the places of its deposite, and used by indi- 


| viduals, without any appropriation by law. Thus 
| the objection which the gentleman from Massachu- 


setts urges, without any foundation whatever, 


' against this bill, is an objection which applies with || 


irresistible force to the scheme of deposites in bank- 
ing corporations. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts next dis- 
cussed the safety of individual depositaries, com- 
pared with that of bank agency, and he objects to 
the bonds required by this bill as furnishing no 
adequate security, on account of the large amount 
which may accumulate in the hands of deposita- 
ries. He alludesto the defalcation of Swartwout 
for upwards of a million; and he also objects to the 
other checks provided by the bill as cumbrous ma- 
chines for watching and guarding, and contends 
that it will be impossible to exercise inspections in 
all sections of the country. 

These objections may at first appear plausible; 
but when examined, they are discovered to be 
groundless. ‘There are only a few depositaries un- 
der whose custody the amount of mosey can ever 
be large. The amount of their bonds will be pro- 
portionate, and the appointment by the President, 


| with the concurrence of the Senate, should be a 


guarantee that none will be appointed who could 
not obtain sufficient sureties. The bonds of indi- 


| vidual depositaries will surely be as secure as those 
i| given by bank officers. The sureties in the latter 
| are usually those interested in the bank, who, when 


the bank goes down, are too frequently invoived in 
common ruin. Besides, in the case of these few 
large depositaries, their transactions can be easily 
watched and inspected; and these checks and guards 
will be in addition to the security of their bonds. 
With regard to the small depositaries in all sections 
of the country, there is no difficulty in making their 
bonds a sufficient security. So where the objec- 
tion of the gentleman from- Massachusetts has 
even an appearanee of plausibility in regard to the 
difficulty of procuring proper bonds, his objection, 
drawn from the difficulty of exercising efficient 
inspections, fails altogether, and the reverse. 
Even in regard to the largest depositaries, 
the amount on hand at any one time will never 
be very considerable, unless Congress should pass 
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laws to tax the people to such an extent as to cre- 
atea surpius revenue, which occurrence no one 
anticipates. It is aiso in the power of the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury by the bill, and will be his 
duty, to guard against all such accumulations as 
could have any tendency to insecurity. Swart- 
wout’s defalcation ceases to have any application 
as an argument in favor of the views of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, but has a directly op- 
posite tende: cy, when we recollect that it was the 
result of the operations of years, and took place 
under the very system cf using banks as deposi- 
taries, Which the gentleman so highly commends. 
A considerable portion of that defalcation took 
place while the United States Bank was still em- 
ployed as a fiscal agentof theGovernment. Had 
such a system of suretyship and checks and guards 
and inspections “een in operation at that time as 
is contained in the Provisions of this bill, that de- 
jalcation could never have happened. — 

In pursuing his competisoa of security of mo- 
neys deposited in banks wy'h that of the system 
proposed in this biil, the genticman from Massa- 
chusetts asks what is the security Of depusites in a 
bank, and replies, first, the integrity Of ts officers, 
and next, the capital stock, as collatera! security. 

It seems to me to be a sufficient answer, On the 
first ground, to remark that the officers of baitks 
are not appointed by the people, nor are they 
agents of the people. Is not an appointment by 
the President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, a higher guarantee of fidelity and in- 
tegrity than the selection by a few members of a 
corporation? If not, why not permit the members 
of lecal corporations to select officers who are to 
exercise other important political trusis? There is 
also a further and conclusive answer. A larger 
number of persons have access to the funas in a 
bank, and the risk is thereby proportionabiy In- 
creased. Asto the collateral security of the capi” 
tal stock, every one that knows the manner in 
which banking is managed, is aware how little re- 
liance is to be placed on this, and that, in many in- 
stances, the capital stock is not paid in. But sup- 
pose it really paid in; that security is far more than 
counterbalanced by the great risk incurred by ir- 
volving the funds of Government in all the despe- 
rate hazards of the business of banking. In the 
hands of an individual depositary, the public mo- 
neys are exposed io no such risks. 

But, says the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
there is an additional fact. Swartwout may ab- 
scond—the American Bank—the Bank of Penn- 
sylvania cannot—they are perpetually fixed by the 
local tenure of their existence, and are amenable 
to law. 7 

The history of these institutions for a few years 
past furnishes no very strong confirmation of these 
suggestions. How many instances have oceurred 
of the absconding of bank officers, and how many 
melancholy proofs that they are no less liable than 
others to fall before temptation? A bank, te be 
sure, cannot abscond—but its officers may. Of 
what avail is it when the bank’s treasures are dissi- 
pated, and its treasury not even “an abstract enti- 
ty,” but an abstract nonentity—that theré'is left an 
ntangible, impalpable shadow of the law called a 
corporation? Amenable tolaw! I ask whether it 
be not to contradict all observation and all expert- 
ence to say that corporations are more amenable to 
law than individuals are? They have, in nume- 
rous instances, procured laws for their especial bene- 
fit, and exempting them from their just liabilities. 
Not only so, but they have defied existing laws and 
set themselves above the sovereign power that cre- 
ated them. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts also argues 
that banks are subject to similar inspections to those 
provided in this bill, and thus the security in this 
respect is equal. In the first place, I deny the fact. 
The Government of the United States has no power 
of such inspections over local institutions, and by 
no possibility can have. Again, sir: suppose the 
right of inspection equal in the two cases, what 
would its exercise be worth as applie to banking 
corporations? absolutely nohing. The business 
of an individual depositary would be simple. It 
would be confined to the transactions on account of 
the Government alone. You have only to look at 
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his account of moneys received, of moneys paid, 
aad his fonds on hand, aad you ascertain the state 
of the affais of his office. in the complicated, va- 
rions and infeitely diversified operations of a bank, 
i i would always prove as exper:ence 
shows they always have pioved, entirely usele:s and 
unavailing. 

Bat the gentleman from Massachusetts says that 
the conduct of mankind evinces their sense of the 
superior security of banks, and that if individuals 
have money, they deposite it in a bank, and do not 
carry it im their pocket. They place ıt with some 
one (I ase bis language) “whose business it is to 
keep depocites.” Aye, sur, ‘whose business itis to 
keep deposites.” If, thea, the Government apnoint 
officers whose business it is to keep deposices,” and 


that alone, who are not, like the officeis of bank, | 


expcsed to all sorts of tempta'ion from the power of 
wsing the moneys left with them, nor hke banking 


corporations exposed to the hazards of a fluctuating | 
game of specalation and baoking—why shail not ' 


the public moneys be safe in their hands? Can- 
not a vault be con-tructed for depueites as secure as 
the vault of a bask? No one will deny this. 
Suppose an individual to possess vaults and safes 
of his own equally secure with those of the bank 
ia his immediate neighborhood, and also to have 
ia his employment a person of integrity equal to 
that of the cashier of the bank, and with equally 
secure bo to open, shat, aad guard those vaults 
and safes. The question is not whether such indi- 


vidual would keep his gold and silver in his pocket | 
rather than de posite it ia the bank, but whe her he ` 


would not consider his gold and silver more secure 
in his own vaaits and safes than deposited in the 
bank. Is there any doubt on this subject? Cer- 
tainly there can be none, because, in his own vault, 


bis money is equally secure from theft with the | 


money of the bank, and is exempt from the hazards 
of the business of the bank, and he bas his go'd 
and silver where he can command it. It is not 
trassmated into a bank debi, and be runs no risk 
of being obliged to receive that debt in depreciated 
bank paper, or of losing it altogether through the 
failure of the bank. In this iliusiration I have 
spoken of gold and silver only. But the fands 
usually deposited by individaals in a bank, consist 
of the notes of various other banks. And one 
reason which induces the haste of individuals to 
deposite their funds in the bank near them, is their 
distrast of bank paper, and their unwillingness to 

feep on hand, for any length of time, the notes of 
varioas banks. 

There is also another very important considera- 
tion. Individuals make deposites in the bank in 
their immediate neighborhocd, where they suppose 
they bave an opportunjty of knowing the standing 
o iie, bank, and providing against emergencies. 

auld they think it safe to make their deposites in 
banks scattered over all sections of our extended 
country? No, sir: far from it. 

Thus in regard to all the particulars mentioned, 
the argument as to the comparative safety of depo- 
sites with individuals as contemplated by this bill, 
and of deposites in banks, is decidedly in favor of 
the former, and against the latter system. In the 
former, the guarantee for the integrity of the officers 
haviog access to the money is of a higher nature 


than in the latter. Bat suppose it equal, in the | 


latter systém the risk is grea er on account of the 
greater number of those officers of whose integrity 
you mast be assured. The security 10 be derived 
from bonds is more likely to be competent in the 
ease of individuals than of bank depositaries. 
The collateral security of the capital stock of 
banks is far more than compensated by the risks 
ipeurred by involving the meneys of the people in 
all the hazards of banking adventure. And the 
security to be derived from inspections is, in the 
ease ot individual agents, available and important; 
in the case of banks, stierly futile and worthless. 
Bat there is another aspect in which this sub- 
ject should be viewed, which of itself furnishes a 
complete refutation of all the argaments which 
have been urged, or which ean be urged, against 
the security of the proposed system, and in favor 
of the system of depo:#es inbanks. The revenues 
here aways been mostly collected by individuals. 
© public moneys pass through the hands of indi- 
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viduals, and are dishursed, to a great extent, by 
individuals, as disbursing officers, and this whether, 
in the interim, these moneys are depesited in banks 
or not. The operation of this bill is very little 
mre than merely to prevent banks from taking the 
money out of the hands of the ind-viduals who 
have collected it, and from using it for the purposes 
of speculation befure n goes into the hants of the 
disbursing agents. Thus, if you require the money 
to be deposited in banks, you expose the moneys to | 


: advitional risks. There is, a! any rate, and under all 


| their honesty and fidelity. 


: and before it gets into the hands of the disbursing 


' 1834, in which it is said the Secretary condemned 
` the idea of entrasting the public moneys to the 
' keeping of individual agents. 


cers, and of the solvency ef the instit ition. 


! country in paying pensions at convenient places near which 


| having the revenue in certain districte chiefly received, kept, 


systems, the risk of the cullecting office:s, and the 

disbursing officers. You have the guarantee of 

If you interpose bt- | 
tween the collec ing cfficer and the disbursing oth- 
cer the custody of the banks, you vary and in- 
crease the risk. You have the inte; rity of sour 
collecting officer. Ihe be honest, and you are | 
safe in permiting him to collect ant keep your | 
money until he can pay it over to a bank—his ho- 
nesty will equally protect you ıt he be periaitied to 
keep ita liule longer, until he be ordered to pay it 
over to a disbursing officer. Suffer a bank to in- 
terposs, and take possession of, and use, the mo- 
ney, after it comes from the hands of the collector, 


officer, and, in order to be secure, you have to be 
assured, not only of the houesiy of your collector 
and disburser, but of the honesty of the bank offi- 


The history of tbe Treasnry, as drawn from pub- 
lic documents, has been referred to by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts. Extracts were produced 
trom the report of the Secretary of the Treasury in 


Permit me to read 
an extract from that report, in which it is even then 
suggested, that events might occur that wou!d ren- 
der the adoption of that very system expedient and 
proper. The Secretary remarks: 

“It will then become neceesary to devolve these duties on 


some receiver or collector already in office, or on some eafe 
agent not now in office, as has been the practice for years in this 


there was no State bank «rbranch of the United States Bank, 
aud has long been the usage in some countries of Europe, by 


and transmitted through private agents and brokera.” s 
There is also in the same report a suggestion 
that— 


“Banks are not believed to be necessary for the fiscal pur- | 
poses of any Gevernment.” 
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The gentleman next refers to Executive document 
No. 10, which he says, on hasty inspection, is cal- 
culated to mislead the public. He speaks of the i 
losses by disbursing officers. What argument can 
those losses furnish against the system proposed? 
Disbarsing officers always have been, and always : 
mast be, employed under all sysiems, and the 
amount of icsses through their defaults has nothing 
whatever to do with the question under cousidera- 
tion. 

But the gentleman contends that the whole loss 
of the Treasury by deposite banks, from the foun- > 
dation of the Government to 1837, is only about 
two-thirds what has been lost by the former col- 
lector of New York. Now, sir, I contend that it 

ars from the document referred to, that the 
loss to the Treasury from banks is greater than all 
the losses from the commencement of the Govern- 
ment by collectors, even including the defa'cation 


of Swartwout. The loss from collectors is $2,033, 
549 81. Add the amount of the defaleation by 
Swartwout (of which half is probably secured by 
Government, and which, be it remembered, touk 
place under the bank deposite system) and you nave 
a little over three million. The losses by using 
benks as depositaries, and receiving their notes in 
payment of public dues, amoont, adopting the esti- 
mates made by the Treasury Depariment, to 
$6 474,722. 

{Mr. Cosnina here rose and said he was consi- 
dering, in that, art of his argument, the question of 
deposite merely, and thought the subject ought to 
be thas viewed, and not connected with the recep- 
tibitity of the paper of the banks } 

Sir, why should these considerations be se- 
parated? This bill propozes a system and that 
sysiem ineludes both. What right has the 
gentieman from Massachusetts to separate one 


eer a a e me m 
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pait of the system from another? The ques. 
iion is, what are the labilities to loss inciceut to 
the system proposed in this bili? Is it not the nyse 
tem of general bank dposite for which gentlemen 
contend? Sarely it isso, for most of their aga. 
ments are based on the impropriety of kee ping idle 
the Government funds. This system of general 
depo-ite is, | conceive, necessarily connected with 
the reception of bank paper. Therefore, I repeat, 
the advocates of the bank deposite system have no 
right to separate these classes of losses; and an 
‘altempt to do it seems to me to indicate a contei- 


- Ousness of the weakness of their cause, when placed 


on iis true grounds. Besides, if they intima’e the 
possibilty of special deposites in banks, in that 
care the banks are mere bailees, and answerable 


‘ only for gross neglizence, and their security, so 


much ielied on, of the capital siock, vanishes. 

Thus we see, sir, that by aushentic documents, 
the lo-ses by banks have been nearly six millions 
ani a haif—deuble all those which have been sus- 
tained on account of collectors, Is this estimate 
too high? Will the frends of the Bank of the 
United States say this? When it suited the pur. 
pose of the advocates of the United States Bank to 
bring before the country the los es sustained by dé- 
preciated currency, how did they estimate those 
losses? In a report made by Mr. Doffie on the 13th 
April, 1830, those losses are estimated at $34,000,- 
000. Adopting this estimate, made by an advo- 
cate of the United States Bank, the amount which 
has bern lost by banks is $34,974,722—nearly 
thirty-five millions of dollars—more than eleven 
times the amount lost by collecting officers. Thus 
the history of the Treasury, drawn from authentic 
public docoments—thus facts and figures, and the 
lessons of experience, speak in a voice which can- 
not be misunderstood, in condemnation of the bank 
devosite system, and in favor of the measure now 
betore us. 

But, Mr. Chairman, why talk about the un- 
faithfulness of a few individuals who have refused 
to pay over the public moneys committed to their 
keeping? All the banks have done this simr!ta- 
neously and as if by concert. There exisis no 
power in the Government, nor can the Govern- 


; ment have the power conferred on it, to punish 


abuse of trast by these corporations, Neither can 
the Government guard against their combinations, 
by which they may exert all their united power to 
sustain each other against the interests of the Gó- 
vernment and of the people. We have recently 
had a Bank Convention in this country which held 
its sessions with closed doors. Shall the revenues 
of the people be entrusted to the secret exercise of 
a power thus irresponsible? The dependance of 
the operations of our banks on the foreign -money 
power in England has been most vividly depicted 

in the message of the President at the opening of 

the session. And this is aside from the fact that 

the stock of banks may be in the hands of foreign 

stockholders, and the revenues of the peeple be 
thus far, in this manner, controlled by them. 

There is no possibility of a general failure of duty, 
or a general combination among individual depo- 
sitaries, which shal! deprive the people of their re- 

sources, and stop the wheels of Government. 

Tn regard to banks, the most recent experience 
shows that there is not only a possibility, but a 
probability cf these occurrences. Why talk.about 
the danger of entrusting money to individuals? 


| The moneys placed in a bank are entrosted to‘in- 
i dividuals. And to say nothing of the suspensions, 


the insolvencies of the corporations, and the dis- 


! graceful disregard ot all obligations of law and 


justice, so frequently manifesied by them, how 
frequent, and how stupendons bave been the frauds 
of late disclosed on the part of their officers and 
managers! : i 
The gentleman from Massachusetts says that 
the promptines of insolvency “are too powerfal 
for the Goverament, and that the Government, 
when duty comes in conflict with these promptings, ie 
always the Joser.” That is the very suggestion by 
which the provisions of this bill are strongly com- 
mended. The provision which prohibits the use 
of the public money, and punishes that use asa 
crime—that principle, and that punishment will af- 
forda security, which alone far more than over- 
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balances all the objeci:ous urved. Tne priucipie 
that it was p*rmis<inie to use the publice money, nay, 
commendab.e so to du, has been the cause of mre 
detaleanwos ‘han a'l oiner circu nstances combined. 
Individuals have been induce- to enter into specu- 
lations; they have plunzed deeper an‘ deeper in the 
ase of the puolic tuads, which had first tempted 
them with the hope of extricating themselves by 
some fortanate issue. Atlneth they have become 
inextricably »volved, and losi their pride and cha- 
racter, and have boldly defied the Government 
they have plandered, because they have considered 
themselves only as unfortunate debtors instead of 
robbers of the public treasure. Thus the de- 
faults are shown by returns to have been more 
namerous, and of larger amount in the years iollow- 
ing the mad specalations caused by ih- expansions 


of the paper system. This bill pronounces the | 


first step in the use of the public funds a crime, 
punishable by fine and imprisonment. Who will 
assert that this is not a safeguard, worth more in 
itself atone than the whole of these which can be 
ay plied to banking corporations. 

` "Phe gentleman from Massachusetts, while he de- 
precates to a great extent the idea of drawing our 
examples from other nations, yet undertakes to 
forttty his objections to the bill by fillustrations 
taken from foreign countries. He asserts it as 
a striking fact that those nations are at the bottom 
of the scale of civilization which employ individual 
depo-itaries and make use of coin; that, in Great 
Britaia and France, which stand highest in the 
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Th.sd, in 1693—at firs: as a mere corporation to 
loan nioney to Gcvernment, is title was for. rant- 
ing dutes on certain ariicles to those who will luan 
a milion and a half pounds sterling to carry on 
the war with France, and for conferring certain 
other priviteves. The notes of the Bank at first, 
and for many years, were on interest, and not pro 
perly a paper currency. And there are 
two facts which show the utter fal'acy of reasoning 
from the use -f the Bank of England by the Eng- 
lish Government as a fiscal agent, in favorof the 
use of hanks here for a similar purpose. In Eng- 


' land, the whole capital of the Bank is loaned to 
: the Government, and thus the Government must 


always be secure. The notes of the Bank are by 


: law a legal tender, except to the Bank itself, and 


scale, baaks are tsed, and that the station of na- .' 


tions in the intermediate points of the scale is 
measured by the proportion ia which they make 
use of banks and paper. Does he mean to con- 
tend’ that banks and paper money are the cau-es 
of civilization? He admits that some of those 
countries which he has placed low in the scale, are 
paper moxey Governments, flooded with depreci- 
uted paper of all sorts. Woy may we not with 
equal justice maintain that this is the cause of 
their inferior position? Even in relation to Tar- 
key, which conniry, in one portion of his remarks, 
headdaced as demonstrating the truth of his position, 


and as standing among the lowest in his scale of | 


nations, ie made the vital admission (and I have 
taken down his words) that there “ the Greek and 
Armenian bankers have as mach to do in public 
affairs ‘as ever the United States Bank had here.” 


It may be proper here to notice a remarkable | 


fact in relation to the ‘history of China, and it is 
this: Paper money has been used by the Chinese 
at varions periods from as early a date as the 
tenth century. Like all such systems, it was pro- 
ductive of distress and roin, till finally it ex- 
ploded entirely; and after the year 1445, it is said 
their history makes no mention of any further pa- 
perissues. [tis tras that, in France, the notes of 
the Bank of France are taken in payment of pub- 
lic dues. But those notes are not of a denomina- 
tion jess than five hundred francs, and dø not cir- 
culate mach out of Paris. In a letter, published in 


the National Intelligencer of May 6, 1840. which | 


refers to a work on finance by Baron Gautier, for- 
meriy one of the governors cf the bank of France, 
and snb-miaister of finauce, the foliowing head of 
one of his chapters is given: 

“From the experience of the Bank of France, it is never desi- 


rable that banks should be employed in collections or disburse- į 


meats of the public revenue.” 

in adiiuóa to these consilerations, is the fact 
that, in France, specie now constitutes five sixths 
of the circuiation, and in England only three- 
evenths. It is pertinent to inquire whether France 
was not civil:zed uani her Bank was brought into 
exis‘ence. 

-Juhn Law’s scheme, which had as earnest and 
as able advocates as the present vicious banking 
system, and which was to carry forward the French 
nation on the swelling tide of weaith and prosperi- 
ty with unexampled rapidity, exploded in 1720, 
“Spreading over the country such desolation and dis- 
tress as can scarcely be imagined, much less por- 
frayed. The Bank was not established till the 
year 1803. Was not England civilized ia the se- 
Venteenth century! Were our ancestors, when 
they came here, uncivilized? Were the country- 
men of Mitton and Shakspeare barbarians? The 
Bank of England was chartered under William the 


thus there would scem to be no reason why they 
should not be taken in payment of public dues. A 
strange argument indeed would it be, that because 
the Government of Eneland receives what és a le- 
gal tender, our Government should receive what is 
not a legal tender! 

Mr. Chairman, I have heard many glowing enlo- 
giums on the wealth and power of England by the 
opponents of this bill, A gentleman from South 
Carolina, in the last Congress, in most vivid co- 
lors depicted her greatness, and atiributed it to the 
banking and credit system, and called on us to fol- 
low her example. And the geutleman from Mas- 
sachusetts has also, in eloquent terms, spoken of 
her vast dominion and her wealth. He has avow- 
ed that there is no Government he more respects, 
and, bringing her example forward as an argument 
against this measure, asseris that she has reached 
her present greatness, employing these very agents 
which we propose to reject. 

In his description of the extent of her power, he 
has repeated the remark that the beat of the morn- 
ing drum in her garrisons fellows the dawn of day 
circling round the globe. Som, perhaps, might 
assert that the sun, asit circles round the globe, 
ceases not to dawn on some monument of her ra- 
paciy or injustice. If her civilization and power 
are Owing to the banking system, I would inquire if 
this system is the cause, also, of her morality, of 
which we have recently heard something from the 
gentleman’s colleague, [Mr. Apams,] and which 

Was alluded to recently by the gen'leman himself, 
as signalized in her conduct towards China. And 
though, in aildition to her Earopean influence, she 
may be, as the gentleman says, the greatest Asiatic 
power, was not that power acquired by treachery 
and rapacity and bloodshed, and is it not supported 
by crueity and injustice? One of her own orators 
has characterized it as “an empire which God ne- 
ver gave, sustained by means which He can never 
sancion.” In the gorgeous picture presented to us 


of her wealth, we gaz: at the splendid mansion, | 
within which are gathered, for its lordly inhabitant, | 


the luxaries of a world, and overtook the hovel, 
whose desolate inmates ‘cower, shivering and hun- 
ger stricken, into their lair of straw.” 
truly calied a ration of princes and of paupers. What 
is the condition of the mass of the people? More 
than one-sixth of the population paupers! 
is the condition of the laboring c'asses? Look at 
the accounts espec'alty of the manufacturing dis- 
tricis. The lacorer, thronzbout his whole exist- 
ence, wresties in deadly strife with the grim demon 
of starvation. Parents, after strnggling for years, 
through regard for their off:pring, almost withoat 
hope, at last yield to despair. Chidrea know not 
the season of cnildh: od, bat, crippled and deformed 
by incessant labor and watching, and wasted by fa- 
mine, find only in a premature grave a res'ing 
place from their toil and misery. Those who have 
so frequently enlarged here on the glory and riches 
and power of England, as proofs of the great ad- 
vantages of their favorite system, held up to our 
view the parks and palaces, the splendid equipages, 
the overgrown fortunes—aye, sir, the evidences of 
wealth accumulated, of wealth privileged, of a Go- 
vernment. “sounded on wealth;” but they say no- 
thing of “the wide-spread wretchedness which is, 
so to speak, the rank manure which causes ail these 
gaudy flowers to spring up and flourish.” 

The gentleman says that when you. press out 


bank paper, Government paper comes up; thatthe ; 


H. of Reps. 


and simulta’ eously Treasury notes have appeared, 
and that ‘freasury notes were previously a War 
measure. I believe suspension has previously 
been a consequence of war. And as the gentle- 
man asserts that men sometimes “mistake contie 
guity and contemporaneity for cause and effect,” 
it appears to me that he has fallen himself into that 
error, Wi'l anv one deny that the issue of Trea- 
sury notes of 1837 was caused by the suspension 
cf the banks, and thus owing to the bank deposite 
system? And the gentleman himself has furnished 
the answer to his own position; for he compares 
Treasury notes to English exchequer bills, or Go 
vernment paper in Spain and Russia, and the 
simi ar issues of “all nations in debt.” Then it is 
the being in debt which causes these issues, and 
not the circumstance of employing individuals as 
der ositaries. 

In relation to the argument on the expense cf 
carrying on this system, it is only necessary to say 
that the objections are not so much drawn from 
any provisions of the biil, as from that spirit of 
prophecy which enables the gentleman to furesee 
ta new corps of clerks.” Itis not easy to coneeive 
why more clerks than those provided in the bill 
should become necessary, though it is easy to assert 
that more will be needed. But Congress must au- 
thorize them if they are to be employed, and fe 
Representalives of the peaple may, I hope, 
safely trusted. I repeat what I have before re- 
marked, that the expenses contemplated by this 
bill of putting the system in e, and the 
yearly cost of maintaining it are trifling, as all 
who take the trouble to examine the details of the 
bill will see, and those expenses will be far more 


i than compensated by the additional security i, fur- 


nishes against losses. 

Another objection is urged against this measure; 
that it increases the power and patronage of the 
Government. Bnt the gentleman here makes a 
very important admission, to which I call the atten- 
tion of the committee. He admits that the patro- 
nage under this system is less than under the State 


‘' bank deposite system. I hold the gentleman and 


She may be | 


Sub-Treasury has been in operation three years, 


; is smgular. 
What li 


his friends to that admission, for it seems to me to 
cover the whole ground. It is to the banking sys- 
tem that the patronage is incident, and whether a 
system of State banks, or a mighty institution, eX- 
tending its branches into all parts of the country, the 
nature of the danger is not thereby altered. Sir, the 
admi-sion exclades from the gentleman’s argument 
the State bank deposite system. What is his alter- 
native? There can be no other but an United States 
Bank. Are the people of this country ready to 
charter such an institntion? The gentleman‘ says 
that the bill has many featares of a bank, though 
ie does not contend that it is exactly a bank; but 
if an United States Bank be dangercus, so far 
as this resembles a bank this must be dangerous, 
I will remark, in passing, that this is not a legiti- 
mate argument for him, who, so far as he can be 
undersiood to advocate any. fiscal measure, advo- 
cates a bank. Bat one ppintof attalogy referred to 
He remarks that the average amount 
of specie in the Bank of the United’ Biati wes ten 
millicns, and that the amount kept’dy the depositaries 
under this bill will be, as is estimated, five millions, 
aod thus the peril, in this respect, will be half as 
great. I had supposed that one great d:fliculty 
with the bauking system was, not that there was too 
much, but too little specie in 'tùeir vaults. ‘What 
pessible resemblance is there in the cases. The 
money in the Treasury, and in the hands of de; 
silaries cannot be used by the officers of the Ga 
vernment, nor by any one by tbeir permission. 
Neither the President, nor the Secretaty of the 
Treasury, nor the Treasurer, nor any other Officer, 
can use one single cent. They cannot lend it. No 
one can scramble for a loan of the Pas of pa =< 
ple for the purpose of using those funds 1n priva 
speculation i mét be obvious fo ali that the safe- 
keeping of public moneys, without thë liberty of 
using them, affords no source of patronage. Be- 
fore a public officer can avail himself of their use, 
for the purposes of patronage, be must first become 
a felon—which has not generally been considered a 
vely effectual method of increasing one’s influence 
or power. . . d 5 : 
Ber to show that this bill contains that monay 
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ae ene 
not usually so much dreaded by the Opposition—a 


bank—lurking in the covert of its provisions, the 
gentleman has undertaken to point out the sections 
which give reason for this alarm. And I ask the 
indulgence of the committee, if I speak with some 
degree of piriicularity on this topic, that they may 
see, and the people may see the nature of the at- 
tempts which are made to inculeate the impression 
that this is a bank ia disguise. 

The tenth section is first specified, which autho- 
rizes the Secretary of the Treasury to transfer mo- 
neys from the hands of one depositary to another, 
as the safety of the public moneys and the conve- 
nience of the public may require, “to be there 
safely kept according to the provisions of this 
act.” Is there any thing novel or alarming in 
this? Does not every one know that this power of 
necessi.y oelongs to the Secretary? I shall here- 
after show that it has always been exercised; and 
pass on to the sixteenth section, which the gentleman 
says is still more remarkable. The section is as 
follows: 


“And be it further enacted, That all marshals, district at- | 


torneys, and others, having public money to pay to the United 
States, and all patentees wishing to make payment for patents 
to be issued, may pay ali such moneys to the Treasurer of the 
United States, at ihe Treasury, to the Treasurer of either of the 
mints, in Philadelphia or New Orleans, to either of the receivers- 
general of the public money, or to such other depositary con- 
stituted by this act as shall he designated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in other parts of the United States to receive such 
payments, and give receipts or certificates of deposite there- 
for.” 

These certificates of deposite the gentleman 
‘contends may go into circulation. Now 
let us examine this matter. By the eleventh sec- 
tion of the bill, all moneys in the care of deposi- 
taries are considered and held ‘‘as deposited to the 
credit of the Treasurer.” A person having “public 
money to pay to the United States” may pay it to 
one of the depositaries alluded to in the section 
above recited, and take the officer’s receipt or certi- 
ficate of deposite therefor. The individual owes 
the United States; he pays the money; he takes a 
receipt, which is his discharge from the debt; and 
which is also. a certificate of deposite. Deposite 
for whose benefit?’ Not for the individuals paying 
ithe money; for he owed the money, and has paid 
the debt. But to the credit of the Treasurer. If 
gentlemen were to undertake to travelon a cur- 
rency composed of. these receipts or certificates of 
deposite 10 the credit of the Treasurer, I imagine 

they would soon reach their journey’s end. Sup- 
pose I owed a tradesman on the avenue, and were 
to pay his bill, and take his receipt, I might, ac- 
cording to this doctrine, pass his receipt as currency ! 

Equally unfounded in reason is the objection to 

the 21st section, which provides that no exchange 
of funds shall be made by any disbursing offi- 
cers, or other agents of the Government, other 
than anexchange for gold or silver—that it ap- 
plies only to Government officers. To whom 
should it apply? If an individual to whom the 
Goveroment is indebted has received funds of 
the Government in payment of his clain, those 
fuuds. become his own, and he has a right to use 
them as he pleases. The section contains most 
important provisions for the security of the pub- 
_lic, by taking away from Government agents the 
power of. exchanging Government funds for those 
‘of inferior value, and imposing the latter on Go- 
vernment creditors, and thus speculating on their 
loss. 

But reference is also made to the 23d section, 
which is in the following words: 

“That it st:all be the duty of the Secretary ofthe Treasury to is- 
sue and publish regulations to enforce the speedy presentation of 
alt Government drafts for payment at the place where payable, 
and to prescribe the time according to the different distances of the 
_depusitaries from the seat of Government, within which all drafts 
“upon them respectively, shali be presented for payment; and 
in default of such presentation, to direct any other mode and 
place of payment which he may deem proper; but, in all thase 

ulations and directions, it shall be the duty of the Secretary 
-of the Treasury toguard, as faras may be, against those drafis 
“being used or thrown into circulation as a paper currency or 
medium of exchange.” i : : 

The genuemtan says that this section consists of 
swords and words cnly,’’ and that you cannot, by 
any power of Government, prevent drafts being 

‘used as carrency. If the section is composed of 
«words and words only,” it can do no harm; but I 
_ apprehend it will be found to contain some ideas 
also. It is a section of limitation. It contains a limi- 


sation on the laws and practice as now existing,and as 


they always have existed. Why so much alarm now 
on account of Treasury drafts? All gentlemen 
who have received payment of claims on the Trea 
sury for their constituents, know that a Treasury 
draft isno novelty. Such drafts have always been 
used, and by necessity always must be; and it 


makes no d:fference whether they are drawn on ; 


banks or individual depositaries. If these consti- 
tute a Treasury bank, such a bank is now in ex- 
istence, and has existed ever since the foundation of 
the Government. If they are to constitute a circu- 
lation of twenty, twenty-five, or thirty millions of 
dollars, why has not such a circulation heretofore 
been, why is it not now, in existence? The fact 
that such a circulation has not prevailed, scatters 
at once to the winds all these fine-spun theories. 
The amount of Treasury drafts outstanding at any 
one time is usually quite inconsiderable. Ona the 


19:h of, May last, it was only $762,956 02, and |j 


three-fourths of that amount had probably been is- 
sued within a week previous. 

In a report of Mr. Baldwin, chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, made to the House 
of Representatives, May 22, 1794, the following 
passages inay be found: 

“The duties of the several officers of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, with regard to the collecting, receiving, keeping, and dis- 
pursing public moneys, and regulating and keeping the acccunts 
thereof, are as follows: 


“The Secretary of the Treasury superintends the collection 
and receipt and the disbursement of public moneys. In conse- 


+ quence of this, all authorities for transferring them from one 


public agent to another, or for the final disbursement of them, 
originate with him. He directs the drawing of moneys into the 
Treasury, and regulates the time, manner, and circumstances, 
subject to the sanctions prescribed by law; and judges exclu- 
sively of the other officers of the Department, when, and what 
disbursements are to be made—eubject, neveriheless, to the 
cheek of the Comptroller, who, in countersigning warrants, is 
jointly responsible with him for their being conformable to ap- 
propriatione by law, and to the further check and settlement of 
the accounts of all persons to whom he may have caused ad- 


vances of public money, by the Auditor and Comptroller. All ʻ 


warrants for the payment of money into the Treasury, or for the 
payment of money out of the Treasury, are first signed b; 
im. Isis also his duty to decide on the forms of keeping ail 
public accounts. 
3 “The Treasurer keeps and disburses the moneysof the United 
tates. 
‘tioned by warrants of the description already given. As irti- 


dent to these duties, he draws, under the direction of the Secre- ; 


tary, all bills which are drawn for pubiic moneys arising 
from sources foreign or domestic; which bills, as already men- 
tioned, are always registered, or entered and countersigned, by 
the Register, or in the case of domestic bills, by his confidential 
clerk, in his stead.” ¢ 

And yet gentlemen taik about transfers of the 
public funds and Treasury drafts, as if these things 


were now for the first time heard of! It would 


bave been safer fi t t iti : 
Ee OF E RANE be ppoeticn Jo i; Legislature of his State on the subject of the mea- 


have continued to deal in general charges, than to 
have undertaken to specify the particular provi- 
sions which constitute this measure a bank. I 
trust a sufficient illustration has been given of the 
nature of the efforts which have been made to con- 
vince the people that this is a bank, and should un- 
dervalue their intelligence, did I believe ihat such 
efforts could meet with any success, 

I will dismiss this part of the subject by re- 
marking, thatthe Secretary of the Treasury can, 
by his regulations, prevent Treasury drafis from 
being used as a currency more effectually than any 
general law, forhe can alter those regulations as 


exigencies may arise, and such regulations, the | 


bill, in express terms, makes it his duty to pre- 
scribe and enforce. 

Next, sir, suffer me briefly to reply to some of 
the objections to the currency feature of this mea- 
sure. The gentleman asks “if specie is to be the 
universal currency,” and ebjects to a specie cur- 
rency that it is dependant on foreign countries, and 
identified with all the vibrations of business in 
Europe. 

It is not the fact that we are entirely dependant 


for specie on Europe. The precious metals are, | 


to a considerable extent, produced in some parts of 
our country. But lay that fact entirely aside, is the 
argument legitimate? Shall the use of tea and coffee 
be discontinued because we do not produce those 
articles? lt is a weil settled fact, that, by the laws 
of trade, snecie will always flow in where there is 
a demand for it. But does the gentleman contead 
for an entire paper currency—a paper cutreacy 
which is to be a substitute for the precious metals, 
and not for a paper currency founded on the metals, 
and a representative of them? He will not say he 


All his receipta, as well as his disbursements, are sanc- | 


|, for the benefit of banks and bankers? 


does. Then, sir, his argument operates with three- 
foid force against himself. Suppose the banks to 
issue only three dollars of paper to one dollar of the 
precious metais in their vaults; though it is well 
known they issue paper in much larger proportion. 
It the fluctuations in foreign countries draw abroad 
one million of specie, three millions are taken from 
the circulation. Thus, on such a circulation, the 
vibrations in foreign countries must operate with 
triple force. 

The question is put whether we will throw away 
that credit which increases in proportion as insti- 
tutions are free? If, by credit, is meant a sound, 
healthy, and safe credit, that credit which alone is 
congenial to free institutions, no one is more favo- 
rable towards it than I am. Butif the gentleman 
means the modern credit and banking system which 
has already involved so many in ruin, and had so 
injurious an effect, not only cn the public prospe- 


|| rity, but on the public morals, I conceive it to be 


| founded, not on just “confidence,” but oncredulity. 
It is nothing more nor less than John Law’s scheme 
revived. Confidence and credit were never car- 
- ried to so great an extent as under that scheme in 
France, and it was under the rule of that profligate 
tyrant, the Regent Duke of Orleans. No one will, 
I believe, contend, that, then, France was distin- 
guished for her “free institutions.” 

It has been stated that the appellation of this 
measure is appropriate, because it constitutes a 
Treasury “independent” of the people. I had sup- 
posed this appellation referred to making the Trea- 
sury independent of banks, and as I do not agree 
that they are the people, think it apppropriate in 
that sense. The gentleman also urges the oft re- 
peated argument that it furnishes for the Govern- 
ment a “superior currency, of specie and Govern- 
ment paper, and to the people an inferior curren- 
cy.” Yes, sir, these were his very words. If my 
| recollection serves me, on one or two oecasions the 
| gentleman has contended that a Government paper 


‘| currency was the worst of all currencies, and liken- 


ed it tothe old continental money. But let that 
; pass. I defy the ingenuity of man to show that the 
currency received and paid out by the Government 
of the people is not to that extent also the currency 
of the people. If then specie be, as the gentleman 
admits, a “superior currency,” why shall the peo- 
ple not enjoy ıt? If bank paper be an “inferior 
currency,” shall the peop'e have it forced on them 
The gentle- 
man has introduced the reso'utions passed by the 


' sure before us. I ask permission to read from the 
Morning Post, which, as the gentleman has also 
| read an extract from that paper, I presume he will 
| consider good authority, a sketch of some proceed- 
ings which took place in the Legislature of Mas- 
| sachuset's when those resolutions were before 
them. And I would respectfully inquire of the 


|| gentleman whether he may not have been impru- 


| dent in making admissious which his friends in the 
| Legislature most carefu:ly avoided. The third re- 
į Solve of the Legislature is as follows: 


“Resolved, That the Sub-Treasury bill, by giving to the 
Government and its officers a different currency from that 
provided for the people, and by increasing the power and pa- 
tronage of the Executive, is hostile to the genius, and may be 
destructive to the permanence, ef our Republican institutions.” 
|. “Me Rantoul rose te propos an amendment, by striking out 
| the word ‘different,’ in the second line of the third resolve, and 
substivuting therefor the word better, 

“He said he supposed the friends of the order intended to put 
| forth something strong and pungent against the Sub-Treasury 

bill, ard as the words ‘different currency’ did not intimate 
! whether a better or worse currency had been promised, he 

presumed that his amendment, rendering that poiat definite, 


| would be acceptable. 


“Mr. Gray of Boston was perfectly satisfied with the severity 


; of the resolves in their present state. 


. ae question was then taken, and the amendment nega 
tived. 

“Mr. Rantoul then proposed to amend the said resolve, b 
striking out said word ‘different’ and inserting Instead the wo 
worse. 

“A member in front of the Speaker said he felt strongly in- 
clined to move the previous question. 

“Mr. Rantoul said he should not express any surprise at 
such a motion, but would remind the House that for the last 


ten weeks the Sub-Treasury bill had been assailed daily, with- 
out one single word having been uttered in its favor. 

“The que-ion was then taken on substituting the word 
worse for ‘different,’ and the amendment was negatived. 

“Mr. Rantoul now moved to amend, by striking out the 
whole of the first reaolve, and inserting a new one, made up of 
passages extracted from two speeches made by Daniel Web- 
eter in Congress in 1816; 
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© Reso ced, That the framers ofthe Constitution were HARD 
gonsy ues. They had felt, and therefore duly appreciated 
the evila vf a paper medium. They, therefore, sedu'ously 
ded the carrency of the United States from debasement. 


legal currency of the United States is gold and sitrer 


coin. [his is the iaw of the land at home, and the law of the 
woridabroad; that this Goverament has a righ, in.all casea, to 
rotect its own revenues aad to guard (hem against defalcation 
b bad or depreciated paver; that the only power which the 
General Government of restraining the igeues of the 
Sate banks, ia io refuse their notes in receipt of the Treasury; 
that bank paper not being a part of the legal money of the 
country, it cannot, by law, be received in the payment of du- 
ties, taxed, oF other debts, to Government; that, as to the opi- 
nion advanced by some, that ihe revenues cannot be collecied 
otherwise than * © * inthe paper of any and every bank- 
ing association which chooses to issue paper, it cannot for a 
moment be admitted. This would be at once giving up the Go- 
yernment; for what is Government without revenue, and what 
is a revenue that is gaihered together in the varying, fluctuating, 
discredited, depreciated, ° * °° promissory noies oftwo or 
three hundred distinct, and, as to Government, irresponsible 
banking companies? TT CANNOT COLLECT: ITS RE- 
VENUES IN A BETTER MANNER THAN THIS, it must 
to be a Government; that it 19 quite clear that by the 
matuto all duties and taxes are required to be paid in the legal 
money of the United states, or in Treasury notes; that if Con- 
grees Were to pass forty statutes on the subject, they could not 
make the law more imperative than it now is, that nothing 
should be received in payment of duties to the Government but 
specie. The whole strength of the Government, we are of 
opinion, should be put forth to compel the payment of duties 
and taxes to the'Government inthe LEGAL CURRENCY OF 
THE COUNTRY.” 


The gentleman from Massachusets assserts, 
“that it is a fallacy that a specie currency is pro- 
vided for in the Constitution,” and that the word 
“currency,” is not used inthe Constitution. Tam 
happy that the advocates of the United States 
Bank have discovered at length that the word cur- 
tency is not in that instrament; for I well recol- 
lect hearing a Jong argument from a distinguished 
Opposition orator of my own Siate, in favor of the 
constitutionality of that iastitation, founded on the 
power which he said was given in the Constitution 
to regulate the currency. No one can read the 
debates in the Madison papers without agreeing 
with Mr. Webster, in the sentiment expressed by 
him in , that the framers of the Constitution 
were “hard money men,” and that they “had felt, 
and therefore duly appreciated the evils of a paper 
mediam.” The Constitution confers on the Govern- 
ment the power “to coin money, and regulate the 
value thereof, and of foreign coin.” It prohibits 
the States from making any thing but gold and sil- 
ver a legal tender, and from passing any law im- 
pairing the obligation of contracts, This is suffi- 
cient to show, that so faras the Government is 
concerned, at least, “the legal currency of the 
United States’ is gold and silver coin.” The first 
iaw on ihe subject, after the organization of the 
Government, under the present Constitution, which 
was passed in 1789, prescrives that the “duties and 
fees to be collected, by virtue of this act, shall be 
collected in go!d and silver coin only;” and even 
the resolution ef 1816, which contains the first le- 
gal provision, authorizing the reception of notes 
of specie paying State banks, recognises gold and 
silver as “the legal currency of the United States.” 

Can it be true, as the gentleman asserts, that the 
“Constitution leaves it to somebody else to provide 
currency” for the Government? What somebody 
else? The Cons‘itution does not point out the per- 
sons or corporations by whom it shall be provided. 


If, then, according 'o the Constitut‘on, the curren- i 


cy. is to be provided by others, Government is 


bound to take that currency, no matter what it is, |: 


aod our revenue may be paid in bills of the Bali- 


more and Ohio Railroad, and the Pa:apsco Canal, 
Company, which the gen‘leman held up here in de- | 


rision. 

Another objection is urged that, according to the 
language of a resolution adopted by the House last 
year, we have no right to do that indirecily which 
we cannot do directly; and that this being a bill 
for collecting and keeping the public revenue, we 
propose to affect. the currency, which is a subject 
we have no business wih. I reply that there is no 
indirection here. 


keeping, raasfer, and cisbursement ot the public 
revenue, So far as r-iates toits effecis on the car- 
rency, those effects, however desirable they may be, 
are entirely incidenial.. _ The bill refrains to act on 
currency at all, except so far as to provide that the 
revenue shail eventually be collected in gold and 
silver coin, which alone by the Constitotion is 4 le- 


7 


| desire. 
| reproach of “acting on currency,” because it wou'd 


Se ees ee 


oe ee 
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The object of the bill is, as it |j 
purports to be, to provide fur the collection, safe- j; 
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we have any right to regulate the value. 
the dill provided for the receptibilily or the paper 
of ceriain banks, as the gentleman and his friends 
This would clearly be more liable to the 


give 10 the paper of those banks an additional cir- 
culation and an additional value. 

The gentleman says the pet bank scheme ex- 
ploded, and left the ground covered with patients 
bruised, and with bioken arms and mangled limbs, 
and the President, who ought to have been their 
physician, left them to their fate, and would not 


| prescribe even a single plaister, and that he is, there- 


fore, for calling in Dr. Harrison. I fear, from the 
sentiments of his friends, this renowned sage would 


\ have nothing else but plasters to prescribe as a re- 


medy, and those of the worst sort, namely, shin- 
plasters; and that, like the celebrated Dr. Sangrado, 


| who, when his patients were dying of his prescrip- . 
tions of bleeding and warm water, told them to 


dauble the dose—for a disease caused by overbank- 
ing, he would prescribe—a Bank. 

Allusion has been made to the suspension of the 
banks in 1839, extending over the South and West, 
and including Pennsylvania, and the gentleman 
triumphantly remarks that, it was not Pennsylva- 
nia, with her Van Buren Governor, that weathered 
the storm, but New York and Massachusetts, The 
boldness manifested in treading upon this ground 
is, to say the least, a subject of admiration. The 
suspension has taken place in that portion of the 
country most immediately under the influence of 
the United S:ates Bank of Pennsylvania, the great 
regulator. Who that was here at the extra ses- 
sion, dces not remember the glowing eulogiums 


` passed upon that Bank on its solvency—its fidelity 


—nay, its patriotism? . Apparently the Opposition 


' would then have eagerly seized any opportunity to 
' have made that institu'ion again the fiscal agent of 
, the Government. 
' Hopelessly bankrupt! 
| boastingly applied to it of “great regulator,” has 
; become one of bitter sarcasm: 


its condition? 
The term which has b3en 


What is now 


“The desolator desolate, 
The victor overthrown, 
The arbiter of other’s fate 
A suppliant for its own.” 


This condition is not owing to the refusal of a 


recharter by the United States Government, for the : 


president of the Bank has announced that the 
Bank was stronger under the State charter than 
before. 
denounced again and again for not rechartering 


til a recent date, for. not employing it as a fiscal 
agent! Will any one now say that. institation 
should have been rechartered, or .is now. worthy to 
be employed as the fiscal agent of the Government? 
No, sir. If, then, gentlemen have been so much 
mistaken in their struggles for this Bank, I ask 
them how they know they are not quite as mach 
so in their arguments.in favor of chartering ano- 
ther? x a 

But the gentleman says some are for reforming, 
some for destroying the banks, and asserts that his 


; sympathies are with the former. He acknowledges 


that he is “for infusing a larger quantity of specie 
into circulation. 
tion to. this bil? ...To infuse a larger quantity of 


| specie into circulation will be its acknowledged ef- 


fect. Unless the Opposition are for an entire pa- 
per currency, what -possible objection can they 
have to the measure, so far as regards its effect on 
the currency, for that effect can only be to increase, 
in a limited extent, the quantity of specie in circu- 
lation. . Let them come out frankly, if such be the 
faci, and acknowledge that they are for an entire 


| raper currency—a currency not the representative 


4 


n, but the substitute for it. It is generally ac- 
know:edged that coin will not circulate to any 


great amount in company with paper of equal de- 


nominągHon, ; 
: Mr. Burke is reported.to have sent word to Pitt, 


! that if he issued one pound notes, he would never 
see another guinea. Mr. Huskinson, in 1826, gave. 


it as “his opinivoa—an opinion not hastily formed, 
but the result of long and anxious observation— 
that a permanent state of cath payments, and a 


: c haope | : irculation of:one and two pound notes, could not 
gal tender, and of which alone, hy the Constitation,. || cexigt’ 2. K errs a 


yo E Perom 


Suppose “f 


_ tery of banks is a wonderful improvement on that. 


, hardly remains untouched. 


paran m 


And yet the Democratic party have been `: 
: the laborer for- you to give him five dollars, or even 
ibat institution! They. have been denounced, un- || 
| day’s work, ifthe whole will not buy him a single 


, thrown out of employment. 


Then, I ask, whence his objec- |: 


= 


We have been accused of broaching newfangled 
doc'rines and trampling on the fathers of the Re- 
pubic. T ask leave to read aa extract from a let- 
ter of Mr. Jefferson, written, I think, in 1813: 

At the time we were funding our national debt we heard 
much about a public debt being a public blessing, that the stock 
representingjit was a creation of active capital for the aliment of 
commerce, manufactures, and agriculture. The paradox was 
well adapted to the minds of the believers in dreams and the 
gulls of that size entered bona fide into it. But the art and mys- 

24 wor It is esta- 
blished on the principle that private debts called bank notes, 
become active capital and aliment to the whole commerce, ma- 


; nufactures, and agriculture of the United States. 


Permit nie also to read part of a letter from 


_ George Washington, the father of his country, to 
Thomas Stcne, dated February 16, 1787: 


“I do not scruple to declare that if I had a voice in your Legis- 
lature, it would have been given decidedly against A APET pa 


sion upon the general principles of its utility as are i 
3 | resentative 
and the necessity of it asa medium. 34 P : 


“To assign reasons for this opinion would be as unnece 
as tedious. The ground has been so often trod, thata Diatr 
touc In a word, the necessity arising 
from a want of specie is represented as greater than xt really is. 
I contend it is by the substance, not with the shadow of a thing, 
we are to be benefited. The wisdom of man, in my humble 
opinion, cannot at this time "devise a plan by which the credit 
ef paper money would be long supported; consequently depre- 
ciation keeps pace with th2 quantity of the emission, and articles 
for which it is exchanged rise in a greater ratio than the sterling 
value ofthe money. Wherein then is the farmer, the planter, 
the artisan benefited? The debtor inay be, because, as I have 
observed, he gives the shadow in lieu of the substance; and in 
proportion to his gain, the creditor or the body politic suffers. 
Whether it be a legal tender or not, it will, as has been observed 
very truly, leave no alternative. It must be that or nothing. 
An evil equally great is, the door it immediately opens for spe- 
culatien, by which the least designing, and perhaps most valma- 


ble part of the community, are preyed upon by the more know- 
ing and crafty speculators.” : 


None can forget how frequent and loud have 
been the charges made heretofore against the 
Democratic party of being agrarians—of attacking. 
property and the rights of property, and the inte- 
rests of the wealthy part of the community. Re~ 
cently another part is played, and gentlemen of the 
Opposition are suddenly seized with an unwonted 
regard for “the poor laborer.” But it is a little in- 
consistent to play both these parts at once. One 
objection brought against this bill by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts is, that it is “alarming to capi- 
talists;” another, that it will operate injuriously by 
“sonfining trade to capitalists.” He asserts its 
effect will be, by reducing the price of production, 
to benefit the manufacturing capitalist and the 
planter, at the expense of the laborer. Sir, it is 
one of the chief recommendations of the measure, 
to my mind, that its effect will be to increase the 
value of the wages of labor. What does it avait 


five hundred dollars, in nominal amount, for his 


breakfast?” Of all other persons, the-laborer is the 
one most injured by the vielent and sudden facina- 
tions incident to the present paper system. In 
these fluctuations, labor is the [ast thing to rise, and 
the first to fall. The laborer is frequently suddenly 

He is also, from not 
knowing the state of these banking institutions, which 
varies daily, more than all others likely to be de- 
frauded by depreciated paper. The sharper and 
speculator are coustantly on the look, out, and see the 


| storm coming froti afar in Seasan to escape, and it 


bursts cn the farmer and ‘the’ laborer, Who are 
quietly, and without suspicion, ` Paha ‘ip’ ee 
daily occupations. As these are somewhat impor- 
tant considerations, I beg leave to refer to an 
authority that will, T presume, be deemed conclu- 
sive on the subject by gentlemen of the Opposition. 
The extracts which i will read are from the mes- 
sage of Mr. John Davis, who is now a Senator, 
delivered to the Legislature of Massachusetts in 
1834. ‘The sentiments therein expressed were, ng 
doubt, the result of his calm and impartial reflec- 
tions; they came from him when he was bound by 
his oath, and every obligation of honor and of 
gratitade to recommend those measures ‘which he. 


| thought would be for the benefit of the people who 


had made him their Chief Execttive Magistrate, 
and when, in their utterance, he could have had no 
partisan purposes to answer. ° ‘Mr. Davis, as Gos 
verror, said: vS j 

‘Phere is doubtless a difference of opinion as to the eatses 
which produce the great vaciiiations inthe money market. At 
one time the premium on capital falis below the legal rate of 
interest} at another, money can scarcely be had on any terms, 
There can, however;: be Httle dowbt that the emal) quantity of 
apecie in. ¢irculation is one of the causes tendin 


to prod 
st ahbaattous duetuations, H a panic ebculd seize the pubs 
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tie, if distrust should overshadow our banke but for a day, all 
payments ia specie would cease, for the funds on hand Jo not 
anuni to one tweliih of the bills in circulauon and thove de- 
pasites they are hound to pay on emast. This disproportion 

tween s pecie and paper cannot be materially increased. If 
the quantuy of spcis is diminished, the paper circulation must 
beco Nailad. Uf it œ increased, the paper may also bein 
greased. paper, fluctuates as its basis 

” 


“ disastrous fuctuations which we experience (he adds 
in 1834) are to some extent to be imputed to the fluctuations in 
apecie, (meaning in amount, not in value) and the smaller the 
amount of specie in the counuy, the more likely they are to 
occur. The most obvious remedy, theretore, against the recur- 
rence of this calamity, and ihe moat certain method of saving 
the active industry of the country from the devouring vortex 


Ths tore, 


of this almost periodical disaster, which comes of curtailing , 


discounts, is to increase, by some judicious regulations, the 


quanticy of especie in circulation to such an exent that these ; 
eccasivea! 


draine shall not cur:ail the circu ating medium sn as 

to produca such consequences. If the circulation of smail bills 
uever been permitied, but their places had been supplied 
with specie, the quanuty now in circulation would be large, 


and would greatly strengthen the confidence of the public and | 
the ability of the banks, as it would flow in to supply the placa jj 


of that drained off, and thes supersede, to a great extent, 
occasion for these forced curtailments of discounts which al- 


Ways prove injurious to the public. The States which have | 
this course, are beat supplied wxh specie, and if the | 


whole country could be prevaiicd on to supprees small bills, 
Erea: retief would be realized trom it” se 
. “ Experience has long since proved that a metallic currency 
is leat liable to fluctuations, 
for which it is designed; and it is to be ho 
opportunity will be seized to return to it, 20 far, at least 
as to rectify the preseut credit system of paper currency, and 
prevent its pemicious fluctuations.” 
- “ Fluctuations visit all. who have property, and all who work 
to acquire it, with injury, and compel them to submit to severe 
sacrifices. What is called a searcity of money, enly means 
that the banks de not discount. Upon a pressure thus occa. 
nioned, we have seen good estates dwindle, until their posses- 
sors were left bankrupt. We have seen laborers thrown out of 
employ, or their wages greatly reduced; and business enher ans- 


or dragging those engaged in it towards ruin. We 

Te sean; also, great anxiety and dismay pervade the whole 
ie. aa 

“ Believing that under our present (credit) system we may 

be again witnesses of these scenes of suffering, T cannot relin- 

quisa the hope that your wisdom will devise some way of 

Giving greater stability tothe local currency.” 
Here we have the doctrine laid down that the 
small quantity of specie in circulationtends to produce 


these disastrous fluctuations—an jnerease of the | 


quantity of specie in circulation recommended, and 
the suppression of small bilis pointed out as a 
measure of relief—and the fluctuations of the pa- 
T system are referred lo as the cause of laborers 
ing thrown eut of employ, and their wages greatly 
redaced. : 

The gentleman from Massachasetis has asserted 
that the manufacturers cf the North do not. de- 
Sire to stand apart from the laborers, and if 
they believed they were to gain by this mea- 
sure they would “disdain to receive a boon 
at the expense of the laborer.” Quite high- 
minded, truly! I ask, sir, if this is conso- 
pant with what we know of the operations of self- 
interest, and the history of human natare? I know 
that, to a ceritain extent, the interest of the laborer 
and the capitalist may be theoretically identical. It 
is for the interest of the laborer that the capitalist 
shoald realiz: sufficient profit to enable him to pay 
large wages. But practically their interest is not 
the same. It is the interest of the capitalist to re- 
duce wages as low as possible, because the lower 
the wages, the greater are his profits, You say you 
cannot trust individual agents, seleeved for their in- 
tegrity of character, with the safekeeping of the 
people’s money, for fear they will steal it; and do. 
you tell me that it js safe to trast the interest of the 
laborer to their employers alone, because the latter 
would “disdain” to receive a boon at the expense 
of the former? The Presidentand the Administra- 
tion wish to crash the laborer! What possible mo- 
tive can they have for such an attempt, which 
could only operate to their own injury and dis- 
grace? I repeat, sir, that it is for the interest of the 
capitalist to reduce the wages of labor in propor- 
tion to other things, because thereby his profits are 
increased. Can, then, the interest of the laborer 
be safely left to these great capitalists and large 
manufacturing corporations? Sir, it is nothing 
more nor fess than the doctrine, “let Government 
take care of the rich and the rich will take care of 
the poor.” No sooner was the speech of Mr. Da- 
vis of this session delivered, than it was hailed 
these friends of the “poor laborer” as a signal for 
commencing the manifestations of their regard. 

corporations began to reduce the wages of 
their operatives; but I have never learned that they 
have cut dowa the princely salaries which their 


and therefore best adapted to the | 
the ear- | 


d 
| 


| upon any measure.” 
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agents and other officers enjoy—salaries, some of 
ttem, in my own State, double in amount to those 
of the Governor or Judges of the Snperior Court? 
Have these capitalists ever shown any particular mo- 
desty in refusing to accept special priviieges, or any 
“disdain” of benefits in which others could not equal- 
ly participate? Have they not always heen ready to 


besiege the halls of legislation, both State and Na- | 


tional, in order to procure the passage of laws to 


subserve their own interest? I ask this committee, | 


then—and I ask the people of this country—whe- 
ther, if the manufacturing capitalists really be- 


lieved the effect of this bill would be to reduce the | 
wages of labor below their proportion to other things, i: 


they would take the trouble to be so clamorous, as 
most of them are,in opposition to it? This regard for 
he poor laborer is somewhat similar to that which 
prompted such expressions of indignation from 
many of the Opposition presses against the President 


| fur his recent order that the laborers employed 


by the United States should only be obliged to 
work ten hours a day—a regulation so highly con- 
ducive to the comfort and benefit of the laboring 
man, and which enables him to devote a portion of 
time to his family and to mental improvement. 

Time will not permit meto dwell longer on these 
topics, as the lateness of the hour warns me to 
hasten as quickly as possible to a conclusion. I 


have already referred to the fact, that the public | 


money is, and always has been, collected by our 


own officers. If they can be trusted to collect it, | 


why may they not also be trusted to keep it fora 
short time? It must be greed for gain, and the self- 
ish and monopolizing spirit incident to moneyed 
instituticns, that urge the banks to come in and ask, 
nay, demand the use of the money of the people. 
Thos are they prompted to wage a war on the Go- 
vernment of the people. It is a remark of Burke, 
in his speech on economical reform, “that the cold 
commendation of a public advantage never was, 
and never will be, a match for the quick sensibility 
of a private loss;” and that “when a considerable 
number of persons have an interest in raiiirg, they 
will be apt to bring some degree of unpopularity 
In no other manner can we 
account for the desperate opposition which has 
been carried on against this bill. To a well regu- 
lated bank the use of the fands of the Government 
is not desirable, because the amount must be sub- 
ject to continual and sudden variations. When 
these funds, on which discounts have been mace, 
are suddenly withdrawn to meet the exigencies of 
the Government, the loans ef the bank are con- 
tracted, the institation is embarrassed, and the com- 
munity distressed. What right have banks to the 
use of the moneys of the people for purposes of 
private gain? Suppose there were no banking cor- 
porations, and that this branch of business was con- 
dacted by private bankers. Would you give to 
these individuals, or to any of them, the liberty of 
using the people’s money to trade cn it? Would 
not this clearly be considered a special and illegal 
privilege? There is another consideration which is 
of grave importance. If banks and bankers are 
to have the public money to increase their own 
profits, their interest certainly will cause them to 
desire those deposites 10 be as large as possible. 
Let any reflecting man answer the question whether 
it is the part of wisdom to make it the interest of a 
numerous and powerful portion of the community, 
that ‘the people should be taxed to the greatest pos- 
sible extent? Is it the partof atrue representative 
of the people, to advocate a system which makes it 
the direct interest of so powerful a class, for the 
sake of enhancing their own profits, to increase 
the expenditares of the Government, and the bur- 
dens on the people? I think not. i . 
To use the words of Mr: Webster, “what is a 
Government without revenue?” It is necessary 
for the Government of the people to have the con- 
trol of the revenue for legal purposes. The mo- 
ment that control fails, the people suffer. Shall! all 
this power'be exercised by irresponsible corpora- 
tions? It is an acknowledged fact that, on account 
of their exemption, and that of their members, 
from individual responsibility, corp-rations will 
frequently be guilty of thatof which every indivi- 
dual composing them would be ashamed in his 
Private capacity. Is their interest always that of 
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the people? Experience has too plainly shown the 
reverse. Are banking corporations actuated by 
conscience and honor, or even by an ennobling 
ambition, or are they moved by the spirit of pecu- 
niary gain alone? Would you select a corporation 
to exercise amy other important trust in Govern- 
ment? How degrading is the idea that co: pora- 
tions can be trusted, but man cannot. i 

I will now ask the attention of the committee for 
a few moments to the nature of the objections 
which have been urged here and elsewhere against 
this measure. Those objections are utterly incon- 
sistent with each other, and suicidal. And they 
are, in many instances, objections drawn from ef- 
fecis, which even the objectors themselves acknow- 
ledge the bill will not produce. When the op- 
ponents of a measure are driven to resort to such 
shifts, an inference may fairly be deduced that rea» 
sons, with them, are not “as plenty as black- 
berries” The gentleman from Massachusetts 
assumes that the bill is to create an entire spe- 
cie currency, and argues against that. Next he 
assumes it is to create a paper currency, and ar- 
gues against that. He argues against the bill because 
the depositaries created in it will not be so safe! 
nor convenient as a bank or banks, Next he ar- 
gues against it because, in so many respects, it is a 
bank. His whole argament is based on the supe- 
rior safety of banks as depositaries, and the pro- 
priety of receiving their paper; yet he admits that 
the State bank deposite system has failed, and in- 
volved the Government and people in common 
bankruptcy and ruin, He objects to this seheme 
because, he says, it givesa superior currency of 
gold and silver and Government paper to the Go- 
vernment, and an inferior currency to the people. 
Yeta large portion of his specch was devoted to 
proving that specie is an inferior currency, and ad- 
ducing atguments in favor of a currency of bank 
paper. He objects to the example of Holland as 
applicable to us, because the inhabitants of that 
country are enabled to use specie on. account of 
the limited extent of their territory. Yet, he says 
the Datch are too wise, and have been too long 
used to business, not to use paper. He contends 
that those countries which use banks as deposita- 
ries and take their paper, are the Highest in the 
scale of civilization, and would almost seem to 
make the “banker with his notes” the prime cause 
not only ol civilization, but of liberty. He argues 
that the disuse of banks and the use of specie indicate 
barbarism, and refers to Turkey as a country 
scarcely within the pale of civilized nations. Yet, 
he says the Greek and Armenian bankers have as 
much to do with the administration of public af- 
fairs in Turkey as ever the United States Bank had 
in this country. He intimates that Government 
paper is the necessary result of dispensing with 
the use of banks as depositaries; yet again, 
in the instances of Engiand, Spain, and Rus- 
sia, he speaks of Government paper as the 
necessary consequence of being in debt. And 
while he distrusts a reference to foreign 
coun'ries, whose institutions are so dissimilar 
to our own—he pronounces an eloquent eulogium 
on Great Britain, and would seem to attribute her 
greatness to her credit and banking system. He 
admits, in so many words, that there is less Execu- 
tive power and patronage in this scheme than in 
the system of pet banks. Yet he objects to the 
scheme on account of its patronage, and the whole 
drift of his argument is in favor of employing 
banks. He contends that if an United States Bank 
is dangerous, so far as this resembles a bank, this 
scheme must he dangerous also. Yet who can 
divine his scheme, if it be not the State bank sys- 
tem, or this very United States Bank. And when 
he lays it down as a principle indisputable, that 
great power to do good is necessarily conne@ed 
with equal power to do evil, what an irresistible 
argument has he farnished against the expediency’ 
of such an institution! He has expressed his hope 
that this measure was not to be supported by an’ 
“idle clamor against banks.” I believe, sir, this’ 
measure can only be opposed by an idle clamor in 
their favor—a clamor, the justice of which is dis- 
proved by arguments, drawn from analogy—from 
the nature ot corporations—from the natare of man; 
contradicted by the lessons of experience—by the 
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dictates of common sense—and, I had almost said, 
of cowmon honesty. 

With regard to the assertion that this system was 
pat in operation by the President of hisown mere 
motion, ıt ıs sufficient to say that so far as it has 
been in operation, it was by the express provisions 
of law. if the Presideat or the Secretary had dis- 
regarded those provisions, they would have sub- 
jected themselves to impeachment, and would have 
richly deserved it. Have the advocates of the 
banks become so bold as openly to require that the 
Jaws of the land shall be set at naught by the agents 
of the people, for the benefit of those corporations? 
The gentleman inquires if the apprehension of this 
measure has caused so much distress, what will be 
its effect when it passes and becomes a law? Yet, 
again, he contends that it has been in operation 
three years already. He asserts it is an Executive 
measure, and that it has been condemned by the 
peoples because it was rejected by the members of 
the House of Representatives of the last Congress, 
who, he says, came direct and “unsophisticated” 
from the people. Now itis well known that the 
members of the last House were not elected in refe- 
rence to this measure. Most of them were ekcied 
before the suspension by the banks; and the time of 
their assembling here was the time of their reception 
of the Presideni’s message which first recommended 
the measure. 

This, then, is what is meant by a Representa- 
tive coming “unsophisticated” from the people. 
For a representative to be unsnphisticated means 
that he does not know, and has not the means of 
knowing, the sentimeuts of his constituentr. Ibad 
supposed that the popular voice might be more 
traly expressed by representatives who knew the 
will of their constituents, and were elected to carry 
that will into effect. That is the case with regard 
to the members of this House in relation to this 
bill. The remark ef a gentleman of the Opposition 
made here the other day is correct; that every mem- 
ber was sent here as being either for or against this 
measure. This measure was before the people 
in the elections of members of the present Con- 
gress. But the gentleman complains that the ap- 
propriation bills which aré ‘to supply the neces- 
sities of the Government itself” are thiust aside. A 
novel complaint truly from that quarter! en 
we desire to take up an appropriation bill, 
the cry of the Opposition is, “ you do nothing 
for the pecp'e—you basten to provide for the Go- 
vernment andffor office holders, and disregard every 
thing else.” Now, when we insist on takiug up this 

bill, which the peop'e have said ought to pass, we 
are accu-ed of not providing for the necessities of 
the Government. The gentleman says that he 
Knows not why the measure is brought forward, 
éxcept for the reason that the Opposition have 
taunted the Administration and dared them to do 
it. It was not very patriotic in them if they sup- 
posed the bill was to be productive of so much de- 
solation ahd ruin, to indulge in tacts which were 
to have such an influence! But I confess I have 
never seen any thing in their powers of sarcasm to 
induce me to believe their taunts coald possess so 
touch power. If their taunts have had sv much 
effect, I can only say that their taunts are much 
more powerfal in favor of the bill, than their argu- 
men's are againstit. The gentleman also says 
that it is the course of wisdom and policy that this 
Bill should not be passed now, because if there. 
should be'a change of Administrati.n the bill 
may be repealed. ‘Thus the intimaticn is thrown 
out, that in case of the defeat of Mr. Van 
Baren’s re-election this measure is to be repealed? 
What mast follow! An United States Bank. The 
defeat of Mr. Van Buren is to be the triamph of 
the banks over the people! Are the’ eople ready 
to submit to that triumph? No, sir, they will sup- 
porthim who has stood by them in this deadly 
contest, waged against their rights, their liberties, 
their interest, and their honor. Tne Opposition, it 
is said by the gentleman, at least bave ground cf 
hope that the Administration will be put out of of- 
fice, and that “wiser and better men” will succeed. 
It is sufficient to observe, in reply, that the gentle- 
man belongs to a party whose “vocation” it has 
been for many years, and I trust and believe will 
be for many years to come—to hope—and that the 
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: do what he had already dune. 
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opinion of individuals as to their own wisdom and 
virtue is uot always the best evidence either of that 
virtue or that wisdom. 

Mr. Chai: man, let me for a moment atvert to 
the extraordinary course pursued by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. When this bill was taken 


; up in committee, he immediately made a motion 


to strike out the enacting clause, which motion, if 
successful, causes the rejection of the bil. After 
he had made this motion, he turned to me and ask- 
ed fur arguments why the bill should pass He 
made the motion to destroy the biil, and then re- 
quested me to give him reasons why be should not 
Yes, sir, he 
“shrunk” from hisown motion. It became my 
duty to suggest that the measure was not a new 
one to the members of the House, nor to the peo- 


: ple, but had been discussed and made the test in 


; the elections of members of the House, and that he, 


having made a motion, the effect of which, if suc- 
cessful, would be to destroy the bill, it was incum- 
bent on him to give to the House and tothe country 
the reasons which had induced his course. After 
this—after he had thus shrank from his own mo- 
tion, when he vaunting’y said “he would not 
shrink from the challenge,’ it indicated a state 
of mind somewhat similar to that of the re- 
nowned Robert Acres, who, when on his way to 
the field of combat, to which he had summoned his 
antagonist, exclaimed to his second, “we won% 
run, will we, Sir Lucius.” 

All acknowledge that some legislation is necessa- 


: ry on the subject of the collection and safekeepiag 


of the public moneys, for the security of the pub- 
lic. We have brought forward the measure in fa- 
vor of which the people bave deliberately decided. 
Do gentlemen propose any substitute? No sir! 
An attempt is made, not to amend or improve—not 


: to subs'itute another plan—but to destroy and de- 


feat this measure. Is it their object io defeat every 
thing else, in order to drive the country into the 


` adoption of an United States Bank—acting on the 


principle that it is not “by arguments, but by suf- 
fering, that the people are to be convinced?” We 
have a right to say to the Opposition: “if you object 
to this scheme, show us a bett.r. Explain to us 
your substitute. Be not, like your candidate for 
the Presidency, dumb as to your intentions. Bring 
forward your plan. Why will you not do it? It 
is because you dare not. Yes! it is because you 
dare not, for you know that the plan which, in re- 
ality, you favor, is odious. to the people of this 
country.” “ae 

Permit me, sir, to read an extract from a.speech 
delivered by the gentleman from Massachusetts in 
the second session of the last Congress. After 
alluding tu the results of a few. State elections, which 
al that tine were:considered by him as exhibiting a 
result unfavorable to the. Administration, he ex- 
exclaimed— 

“And how does the President receive the declared will of the 
people? What says he, the chief, the elect, the one representa- 
tive of those claiming to be the exclusive Democracy of 
the Union. Does he bow in ready, in re-pectful, in hum- 
ble submission to the decision of the supreme power of 
the Repub ic. the people pronouncing judgment in the ma- 
jesty of their sovereignty against the favorite measures of the 
Administration? No.” . . : 

Sir, when the gentleman uttered this language, 
the people had not expressed their jadgmeat on this 
measure. l 
has been elected since this measure has been before 
the people. Directly, and in the election of their 
representatives, who were to vote fcr or against the 
measure, have the people, “in the majesty of their 
sovereignty,” pronounced judgment in favor of this 
bill. Do the gentleman and his friends bow “in 
ready, in respectful, in humble submission to. the 
decision of the supreme power of the Republic? 
No, sir!’ They accuse the people of being “ de- 
coyed by the voice of the tempter,” and they are 


The present is the first Congress which ; 
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striving by all the meansin their power to set aside - 


their solemn vervict. 

Something has been intimated abeut a “chance 
majority” in the House. Probably this charge re- 
fers to the admission of those members trom New 
Jersey who were elected by the people, and the re- 
jection of those who claimed seats by virtue of the 
Governor’s certificate. We desire the opinion of 


the people, and not the opinion cf the Governor of 
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New Jers:y. But, sir, if the members chosen by 
ihe people of New Jersey were ejected from this 
hail, asd their piaces supplied by these claiming 
neder the Governor's cectificate, there wouid still 
he, in my belief, a majonty ia tavor of this bill. 
Gentlemen nave proclaimed—p thaps some have 
even fi.tered themselves with the hope—that the 
friends of the Administration did not sincerely in- 
tend to carry the measure through. If there be a 
single member of the Democratic party on this floor 
who is not ardent'y desircus to pass this bill, 1 do 
not know him. We should be treacherous to the 
doctrines we profess—ireacherous to what we be- 
lieve the priociples of the Consti!ution—treacherous 
to our constituents, did we not do a!l in our power 
to ensure the success of a measure which we deem 
so essential to the public welfare. Notwithstand- 
iag the strenuous efforts which will be made against 
it, this bill is destined to pass—the people have 
willed it; and its adoption will be a triumph of rea- 
son and argument over the clamors of faction—a 
triumph of the intelligence ard Armness and honesty 
_of a community who understand ihe value of their 
Tee institutions, and know how to preserve them in 
heir purity. 


SPEECH OF MR. JOHN DAVIS, 
OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
In the House of Representattyes, June 27th, 1840—~ 
On the Independent Treasury bill. 
Mr. DAVIS said: Mr. Chairman, b¢fore I pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the great and important 
national question now before the Seat ittee, I will 


read an extract from the Boston Couti¢r, a modern 
Whig paper. It is as follows: 
“As well might a blacksmith attempt to mania watch, as a 
farmer to legislate. What mischiefs are suf to be enac! 
when @ man born to nothing but the plough tail, undertakes to 
legislaty.?? l 


Mr. Chairman, I am the kind of person herein 
described. I was born to no inherjtance but the 
plough tail; and I have ploughed all day trom sun 
up until dark,since I have been elected to a seat on 
this floor. Iknow very well, sir, that this is nót an 
uncommon opinion in acerigin quarter. It jṣas. 
oldas the Constitotion under which we liye. 
Whether I am qualified for this station or not is a 
question alone for my constituents, who have sent me 
here. 

As I have not heretofore consnmed any of the 
time of the House, I now ask the indulgence of the 
committee, while I present some of the reasons that 
will influence my voie on this important ques- 
tion. ke 

“The genfleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Rig, 
who has just taken his seat, thé gentlemen from 
Pennsyl¥v Anta, ‘ (Messrs.’ Senet aud Coorér,) 
and the gentlemen from Kentucky, [Messrs. Port, 
Wuite, and Anprews,] as well as most oiher gen- 
temen who have spoken in opposition to this bill, 
have charged the present Administration with be- 
ing the cause of the suspension of specie payments 
in £837 and 1839, and all the evil consequences at- 
tending them; such as (he derangement of the cure 
rency, the issuing of stinplasters, the reduction in the 
price of produce, and turning the poor laboring man 
out of employ to starve; for ‘he gant eman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Sercranr] inforhied’ts that they 
were in a state of starvation. All these evils they 
say have come upon the country by Mr. Van Bu- 
rén’s tampering with the banks; for which he ‘has 
teen called a currency tinker and other odd names. 
Now if this be trae, as charged over and’ over 
again on this floor, and-in the Opposition papers, it 
is the strongest reason that has been offered why a 
separation of the Government from the banks 
should take place. Nothing that the friends of the 
bill have said in its favor can be more striking to the 
public mine than that—if the President bas the 
power to do so much mischief, it should be taken 
from bim. Had I been opposed to this bill when I 
came here, (which I was not,) I have heard enough 
from its enemies to convince me that it should pass. 

I am pleased that my honorable colleague from 
Philadelphia [Mr. Sercrant] has at tength made 
known to us the principa! cause of the opposition 
to this bill. He, of all other gentlemen on this 
floor, has had the best cppottunity to be informed 
on that particular subject. He represents the bank 
interest ef Pennsylvania, and of all other men ig 
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best acquainted wish their views, wishes, feelings, 
and is rests. Inevamr ag ihis bill, the genile- 
man sad that the amon... money appropristed 
in at was $21,000. This appeared on the iace of 
it; bat there was something, he san, that was 
covered up in it which was hid irom public view, 


| 


bat which would be pertectiy apparent when 

he mentioned it. be Secretary of the . 
Treasury, and the friends of the bill, he . 
said, had admitted that it would require | 


five millions of dollars to be all the time in 
Treasary. Here, said Mr. D. I think the gentle- 
man has misunderstcod the Secretary. He said 
that there would not be likely to be more than that 
amountin the Treasuey at any one time, and not that 
thatamount would be all the time in the Treasury. 
The interest on that sum, said the gentleman, at 
7 per cent. will be three hundred and fifty thousand 
doliars, to which add the twenty-one thousand dol- 


lars, makes three hundred and seventy-one thou- ; 


sand dollars; bat you may deuble this sum, said he, 
for ıt will take ten mulliensof dollars instead of 
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of the R: voluton and fat war. On tie 12h of | 


Tebrua 3, 1816, the whole debt auicared to | 
7123,63u,'92 95. On the 30th Septemtet oiluw- 
ngit was reduced to $1u8,745,818. The whole 


ıs fait to charge $2,000,000 te the sinking fund, 
leaving $4,717,191 17 as the amount applicable to 
ordinary expenses all the time in the Treasury for — 
Sixteen years. From this it would appear that the | 
sum of $5 000,000, as estimated by the Secretary ; 
of the Treesury, is not much out of the way, and 


» not $10,000.000, as the gentleman from Pennsyl- 


vania (Mr. Sercgant] supposed. 

The worst times. said the gentleman, that the 
country has ever seen, has been under the Sub- 
Treasury system. Now I am certain, said Mr. D. 
that my honorable colleague does net intend to 


` mistead the committee or the public in this matier, 


. try about twenty years ago. 


but he has surely forgotien the distress in the coun- | 
I will here relate my . 


i; Own personal experience at that period; and expe- 


five, and that will be seven hundred and forty-two ` 


thou-and dollars per annum, drawn fiom the tax 
payers unnecessarily by this bill. This, then, said 
Mr. D. may be said to be the reason given by the 
bank interest tor ther opposition to it. 

I have taken some troutle to lovk into this inte- 
rest account, by examining the monthly returns of 
the Bank of the United States for the sixteen years 


that she was the fiscal agent of the Government; | 


and then taking the annual returns of the deposite : 


Banks from the removal of the deposites to the sus- 
pension in 1837, and the following has been the re- 
sult of that examination: 

Amount of deposites in the United States Bank 
according to the monthly returns: 


3818 $7,609,501 90 1826 $6,993,350 45 ` 
1819 2,960,718 08 1827 7,623,228 18 | 
1820 2,965,018 58 1828 8 032.255 80 
1821 2,337,071 46 1829 8,168,025 59 
1899 3,485,118 30 1830 7,899,904 29 
1823 6,874,418 31 1831 8,186241 21 
1824 8,081,076 98 1832 11,337,722 21 
"1825 6,393,366 74 1833 8,529,040 61 


The average annual amount in the Treasury dur- 
ing the above period was $6,717,191 17. Upon 
this I bad calculated an interest of 6 per cent. bat 
asthe gentleman, who understands interest better 
than I do, has charged 7 per cent. he will not com- 
plain, I trust, if I should me the same rule for his 
friends, which will make $7,523,254 11 whole 
amount of interest received on the deposites. Bat this 
is not all. J am informed that the rule of banking is to 
issue two dollars in paper for every dollar of de- 
posites, and loan that out also. If this is the fact, 
then the interest account of the United States Bank 
alone is $22,569,662 33. 

In the deposite banks, I have taken the amount 
reported to be on hand at the end cf each year. I 
now show the balance in the Treasury, as pre- 
sented to Congress by the Secretary of the Trea- 


sury. 
1834 $11,702,905 31 Interest $702,774 31 
1835 8,892,858 42 “ 533 571 50 
1836 26,749,803 96 “ 1,604,988 23 
1837 45,968,523 86“ 2,758,111 43 


$5,599,445 47 
If this amount was all the time in the banks, the 
interest accruing on it at 6 percent. would be 
$5,599,445 47; but at 7 per ceni. it will be $6,524,- 
986 40. Apply the same rale to this that we did 
to the other, viz: that they issue two dollars in 
notes for each dollar of deposite, and lcan that 
out also, and you have the sam of $19,574,858 21. 
Add this to the profits of the United States Bank, 
and you have the round sum of $41,144,420 44 
realized by less than one hondred banks, by their 
baving the custody and u-e of the publie money. 
This explains the reason, to a great extent, of the 
opposition to the bill now under consideration. 
Those gentlemen who live by their wits, and not 
by their labor, understand all these things. 

Here it will be proper to remark that a portion 
ofthe money in the United States Bank belonged to 
the sinking fund, ander the act of March 5, 1817, 
setting apart ten millions of do.lars to pay the in- 
tereatand also to reduce the principal of the debt 


rience, we all know, is the best of teachers. It is 


| not necessary, therefore, for me to go to the statis- 


tics of the country, when my own experience is a 
component part of them. 

In 1816, wheat brought, in the Philadelphia 
market, where the gentleman resides, $3 per bushel; 
corn from $1 75 to $2; oats 75 to 80 cents, 

In 1821, prices sank down :o low that wheat 
brought only 624 cenis, corn 31 cents, and oats 
only 183 cents per bushel. I ploughed the ground, 
aod sowed the seed, cut it, threshed it, and hauled 
itto market, at both thuse periods. The land on 
which this grain grew cost, in 1815, $125 per acre, 
and at that time it would not bring more than $50. 
Mechanics, who had received $1 25 cents per day, 
and were found, were reduced down to 624 cents, 
and many were out of employment altogether, and 
other laboring men received wages in the same 
properticn. Land fell from $125 per acre to $50, 
aad in some cases lower. Hundreds and thou- 
sands of honest farmers who had passed the meri- 
dian of life, and, by a long course of industry, had 
accumulated a litile property to make them com- 
fortable in old age, if they were one fourth in deb 


, for their land, and were pushed for it, the 


whole was swept from tbem. Or if a 
man had one farm clear, and a second one 
for which he owed one-half the purchase money, it 


| took them both to pay the debt. As gentlemen of 


the bar generally fatten on the miseries of the peo- 
ple, 1 presume the gentleman did not experience 
any embarrassment at that time, 

What will the farmersay at this time? Why, b's 
produce wont sell for as much as he formerly got 
for it. 

Here again I will give you my own practical 
experience. My last year’s crop brought me more 
money than any one crep of the last three years. 
The increased quantity more than made up for the 
diminution of price. This is the case. also with 
many of my neighbors. I recently received a let- 
ter from a farmer in my neighborhood, who in- 
formed me that he had sold frem his Jast year’s 
crop 437 dollars worth of hay; and that he had 4 
or § tons yet to spare, wbich would make it up 500 
dollars. He had beside this,his wheat, corn, and oats 
to sell, and he owns and works only about ninety 
acres of land. We farmers know that when we | 
have an abundant crop (all other things being | 
equal) the price will be lower than when the crop 
is short. It is therefore not always the best times 
for farmers when prices are very high, because it 


| 

| 
average aunual amovn: ia the bank for sixteen i 
years was $6,717,191 17. Of thissum 2 think it 
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votes, and then you could control our money; but 
your Waig panic speeches fali still-Perr apon us, 

I will go iv the laborer, says the senileman; 
and what will he say? Why, I formerly got 
uioney that answered my purpose; but now I am 


n out of employ, and my family is starving. 


Men starving in Pennsylvania! Sir, this is 
news to me. I thovght the complaint was that 
grain was too low, This is certainly what was 
said to the farmers. Since a panic has been 
atiempted to be got up here, I have frequently 


© heard from home on ihe subject of labor and 


wages, and find that our mechanics are well em- 
ployed in my immediate neighborhood at former 
paces, g . r 

This is, perhaps, an exception to the general 


- Tule; and the reason is obvious. We have no bank 


near us, ner have we any thing to do with them. 
Every man keeps his own money, and no bank 
marks our checks good without paying the money, 
We don’t build, nor employ me: hanics of any kind, 
uatil we are able to pay for what we get done, with- 
out going to bink forthe money. Our business is, 
therefore, regu'ar. I have been watching the course 
of events for the last few years, aud have noticed 
the changes and fluctuations that have taken place, 
and am of the opinion that the embarrassment of 
the country is owing to everaction by banks, or to 
their unsteadiness in their accommodations to the’ 
business community. I find generaily, where men 
are thrown out of employment, that it is for want, 
of a continuance of bank accommodations to carry 
on business. Too many of our business men de- 
pend on bank loans to carry on their business; and 
when thatis withheld, they are compelled to discharge 
their hands. It is a lamentable truth that the banks 
have too much control ever the business of the 
country, and therefore can produce a panic at pleas. 
sure. 

“I don’t lixe hard money,” says the gentleman. 
“I would rather have paper; it don’t wear out my 
pocket so much. Why, shall the people be com- 
pelled to buy silver to pay their debts? We have 
too much gold and silver in this country. We have 
erred in thir, as ın every thingelse. Fifty-five mil- 
lions of your foreign debt is occasioned by the im- 
portation of gold and silver. Send back your 
fifty-five millions and pay your debts, on which you 
have to pay $3,300,000 interest.” ; 

From the gentleman's account, we have erred 
in this, then, said Mr. D. as in every. thi 
else: that is, we have committed an error b 


_ bringing gold and silver into the country instead of 


, merchand.se. 


is generally ewing toa short crop. It requires a 
certain quantity cf grain for the use of his family 
and stock, and if he consumes it all, the high price | 
is of no advantage to him. We had better have 
two hundred bushe!s of wheat at one deliar, than 
one hundred at two dollars per bushel. For exam- 
ple: say tbat it takes 50 bushels for bread and seed. | 
In that case we weuld have 50 bushels left, at two | 
dollars. making #100, and in the pther case we | 
would have 150 bushels left at §1, making 9150. 
Bat, sir, we are like oiher men—we like big crops 
and high pricestco. We have, however, heard of 
the country being ruined so often from the Oppo- 


sition within the last few years, that we understand 
their object, You want, gentlemen, to get our 


Times change, and with them 
gentlemen’s opinions change. When the gentle- 
man recéived twenty thousand dollars for going 
to England, as agent for the United States Bank to 
bring in specie, it was all right to bring specie into, 
the country; but now it is ali wrong. 

One thing I presume is certain; no man that 
heard the gentleman will charge him with being a 
hard money man. The only thing for our conside = 
ration, on this subject, is, was it better for the, 
country to bring this money in gold'and silver, or 
merchandise? The Sjates. have crea‘ed stocks 
since 1820, amounting to $174,696,994, and over 
which the General Government have no control., 
Trey found their way to Europe. The above. 
amount was all that was brought over in specie, 
and the rest was brought over in merchandise. 
One of the great evils that has affl cted this coun-: 
try, has been an over-importation, and yet the gen- 
tleman would have imported fifty-five millions more, 
in preference to the precious metals. Such is his aver. 
sion tohard money. Perhaps this exportation of 
hard money is advocated to justify the United 
States Bank in exporting specie, as she has done, 
tothe amount of $8,712,000, in about fourteen. 
months. This seems to be carrying out the gentes; 
man’s priac:ple in. full. At the same time that the 
gentleman advocated sending this fifty-five millions, 
of specie out of the country, he also advocated , a. 
National Bank, as well as some six or eight ather 
genilemen. Now, sir, I want to ask these genile- 
men whether their bank is to have a specie basis}. 
and if so, where is it to come from? From the best: 
estimate thatcan be made from the statistics of the. 
country, the amount of gold and silver in the 
United States is about eighty-five millions, Of this, 
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33,105,155 is ‘ia the banks, as is shown by their 
last retarn, and ther ‘stis in circulation, or in the 
hands of the people. The project of the gent'emat 
from Kentucky, [Mr Purz,] and the only one sub 
mitted, was for a seventy million bank, so restrictec 
that it »hould only issue two dollars in paper for ont 
in specie. Under this plan one of two things is 
certain; either that your circulation will be small, 
or you must have a large specie basis, And 
where, I ask again, is it to come from? Can you 
get what is in the hands of the people? Or will 
you, after all your professions of friendship for the 
State banks, receive their notes in subscription for 
stock, ani then call on them for their hard cash? 
Or will you go to England for it, and increase the 
indebiedness of which the gentleman complains? 
These are questions worhy of your consideration, 
and I, for one, would like to have them answered. 
Creating more banks is like feeding Vesuvius with 
oii; you only increase the flame. 

The gentleman has furnished us with a long ac- 
count of the expenditures, and also of losses by 
the agents of the Government, from its commence- 
ment. Inthis the gentleman has imitated bis party. 
He has dealt in generals, and not descended to 
particulars. I have also looked over document 
No. 10, of the present session, and find that the 
amount lost by disbur-ing officers, exclusive of 
trast fands, and payment of the public debt, are as 
follows, to wit: 

General Washington's first term, 13 cents per 


83 cents per 4100; Mr. Jefferson’s first term, 32 
cents per $100; second term, 64 cents per $100; Mr. 
Madison’s first term, 130 cents per $100; second 
term, 112 cents per $100, Mr. Monroe’s first term, 
205 cents per $100; second term, 216 cents per $100; 
Mr. J. Q. Adams’s, 66 cents per $100; General 
Jackson's first term, 19 cents per 9100; second 
term, 26 cents per $100. - 

It will be remembered that Mr. Madison’s admi- 
nistration was daring the embargo and war, and 
therefore more agents were necessarily employed. 
Mr. Monroe’s administration met with less opposi. 
tion than any Administration since the adoption of 
our Constitution. 
ministration of the venerable gentleman from Mas- 


lars was 66 cents; and the prodigal and wasteful 
administration, as his enemies term it, of General 


_ honest debts of the Government. 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Davis. 


The decree of party has gone forth, is the lan- 
guage of the gentleman. If he had said the de- 
cree of the PeopLE had gone forth, he would have 
been correct. If there is any one question upcn 
which the people of the district that I have the 
honor to represent, is more united than an- 
other, itis on that of an entire separation of the 
Government from the banks of the country, which 
has been an unprofitable partnership. They 
desire that their money shall be collected in 


: the legal currency of the country, and be kept 
‘in such manner as 


that it can be at all 
times controlled by their representatives to pay the 
They have seen 


` with deep humiliation that, whilst in the midst of 


Now, sir, look at the pattern Ad- | 


, gagements of the Government under laws passed i 
: by Congress. 
Jackson, only lost 19 cents per hundred dollars | 


the first term, and 26 cents the second term. This | 


is always the case, gentlemen; when we draw you 
into particalars, you make a tremendous noise 


about others, but always waste the most money 


yourselves. 
Now, gentleman, we will look at another item, 
I mean the whole amount of loss to the Govern- 


ment during each Administration. It is as fol- 
lows: 
Washington’s Ist term, from 1789 to 1793, 46 
2d term, from 1793 to 1797, 82,359 64 
Mr. J. Q. Adams, from 1797 to 1801, 85,179 98 
“ Jeffersons Ist term, from 1801 to 1805, 61,872 69 
2d term, from 1805 to 1809, 322,478 51 
“ Madison’s lst term, from 19U) to 1813, 4,654 
2d term, from 1813 to 1817, 688,836 51 
“ Monroe’s ist term, from 1817 to 1821, 880,111 67 
2d term, from 1821 to 1825, 1,568,376 17 
Mr. Adams, from 1825 to 1829, 2,278,558 47 
Gen. Jackson's 1st term, from 1829 to 1833, 299,798 51 
2d term, from 1833 to 1837, 1,305,305 45 


Now, gentlemen, what do you think the hard 
fisted, honest farmer, for whom you seem to be so 
much interested, will think of this, when they see it? 


Out of $7,748,318 89 of the earnings of their indus- |: 


try that has been lost to them ia 47 years, vour 


pattern administraticn of Mr. Adams Jost $2,278,- |: 


558 47 in 4 years, being an annual loss of 
$569,639 61, and leaving but $5,570,960 42 to be 
apportioned among the other Administrations for 
43 years, making an average annual loss during 
the whole 43 years of only $129,557 21. And yet 
you are the men who are loudest in your profes- 
sions of economy. 

The gentleman from Adams county, Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr. Cocper,] toid us that the decree of party 
-had gone forth, and this bill was to pass. He says 
in 1833, when the experiment began, we had as 
good a currency as any country ever had; but the 
bank was to be broken down, and therefore the 
Geposites were to be removed. - 


| to pay its debts, was a strict party vote, or near- 


people, E will give you the election returns for the 


peace and prosperity (when our land was flowing, : 
as it were, with milk and honey) with an over- | 
flowing Treasury, their representatives could | 


not control it. They have seen the banks, who 
had the care of it, close their doors and place the 
Government at defiance, professedly to keep the 
precious metals from geing out of the country; 
when, in the same year, 1837, the imports of spe- 
cie exceeded the exports $4,510,165. Therefore, 
the reasons given could not have been the true 
cause. They have seen an additional expens cre- 


| ated for the people to pay by calling Congress 


together to provide for the defalcation of the banks; 


‘| and, when met together, the President was impor- 


tuned to recommend to Congress, at the earnest 


| solicitations of the merchants, too, to grant them 
$100; second term, 27 cents per $100; John Adams's, | 


indulgence in the payment of their Government 
dues; for destruction, they said, awaited them, if 
he did not, because they could not pay them in 
such money as the Government would receive. 
He did recommend the indulgence asked, and he 
did not stop to inquire whether the merchants were 
his personal or political friends; or whether, by 
such recommendation, he would strengthen or 
weaken himself. No, sir—no such thing. He 
acted like a faithful public servant should do. He 
looked at the interest of the whole country without 
regard to party. On the 10th of October, a bill 
passed the House of Representatives unanimously 
granting the indulgence asked for. This act dried 
up in part the sources from which the Treasury 


< was supplied, and it became indispensably neces- 
sachusette, (Mr. Apams;] the loss per hundred dol- | 


sary to provide for the deficiency to meet the en- 


It was proposed to use the cre- 
dit of the Government by issuing Treasury notes. 
Bat, sir, what was the conduct of the merchants, 
the banks, and their friends? Every paper under 
their control, and all the Whig orators in and out 
of the House, commenced a wat upon the Govern- 
ment as soon as they were relieved frem destruc 
tion. They turned round—I had like to have 
said viper like—to sting to death the hand that had 
saved them. 

The vote on supplying the Treasury with means 


ly so. If therecou'd be found the same number of 


. farmers in Pennsylvania that would act with such 
ingratitude, I would disown them. 


To show that this measure is popular among the 


years 1836, 1837, 1838, and 1839, the last three 
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years when this Independent Treasury bill was , 


made a test question: 


Mr. Van Buren. Opposition. 
1836 761.968 744,350 
744,350 
17,918 majority. 
1837 819,203 927,213 
819,203 
108,010 majority. 
1838 955,715 1,066,245 
: 955,715 
110 530 majority. 
1839 1,004,004 962,586 
962,586 
42,418 majority. 
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Opposition aajority in 1838, - - 110,530 
Mr. Van Buren’s r.ajority in 1839, 42.418 
Error in Pennsylvania return, - 18,000 
170,948 


The above calculation was taken from a Whig 
paper, except Pennsylvania, and therefore they, 
whose organit was, cannot cbject to it. f 

This statement exhibits some curions facts. In 
1836 Mr. Van Baren’s majority was 17.918 votes. 
When Congress met in September, 1837, the poli- 
ticians foresaw that the suspension vould produce 
an embarrassment «mongst the people, and espe- 
cially those depending on banks to carry on their 
business. A war of extermination was waged 
against the Administration. The Whig orators 
predicted great distress, and made many panic 
speeches, and circulated them amongst the people. 
The banks, to ard their friends to fulfil their pre- 
diction, put the screws on the people, as will appear 
by their own returns on the first of January, 1837, 
when their leans and discounts in the United States 
amounted to $525,115,702. and on the first of Ja- 
nuary, 1838, they only amounted to $485,631, 687; 
being a contraction in one year of $39,484,015, 
Such a sudden withdrawal of accommodations of | 
such a large ameunt of money could have no other 
effect than to embarrass business men. This was 
all charged to the Administration, and therefore 
had some effect on the public mind in 1837. The 
change against Mr. Van Buren on the popular vote 
at the election was 125,928 votes. At the extra or 
called session, Mr. Van Buren recommended the 
Independent Treasury system. It then became the 
subject of attack by the Opposition In 1838 there 
was but little change, only about 2,520 votes. This 
subject was canvassed freely by the people, and in 
1839 the “sober second thought ef the people” 
made a change in favor of the Administration ef 
170,948 votes; and vet with this fact s'aring you 
full in the face, we are told that the people are op- 
posed to this great national measure. The gentle- 
man from Kentacky [Mr. Wuite] informed us 
that be would prove by all the modes of attaining 
public sentiment, that the people were opposed to 
this measure: but how did he fulfil that promise? 
He took up the returns of 1836, 1837, and 1838, 
and then stopped. The returns of 1839 did rot 
happen to answer his purpose, and were omitted 
by him. 

We are charged with being enemies to the banks 
of the countrry. How is this charge made out? 
We are desirous to confine them to their legitimate’ 
business of barkieg, and then they will be regular. 
They can always calculate with certainty, the ex- 
tent to which they can accommodate the public; 
but while ever their accommodation depends on 
the public deposites, and commerce fluctuates as 
it has done, we must expect those sudden revul- 
sions. But, sir, the banks may well exclaim, “‘save 
me from my fnends.”» They have charged over 
and over again that we will destroy them by re- 
fusing to let them have the public money; and also, 
refusing their notes. What inference is.to be drawn 
from this? Why it is, that the banks cannot atend 
without being propped up by the Government. This 
is what their professed friends say of them here, 
and I think great injustice is done by it to such of 
the banks as are sound. Butif this be true, that 
they are in this condition, so rotten as to be unable 
to stand alone; it is another good reason furnished 
by yourselves, gentlemen, why a separation should 
take place. I would prefer. the specie clause, and 
cash duties, going immediately into effect, sọ as to 
prevent foreign merchants from trading on the 
the credit given them on duty bonds to the great 
injury of our own merchants and manufacturers. 
If the Government was to continue to receive the 
notes of banks, every bank in your large seaports 
would be subj-ct to its will, for it could destroy 
them at pleasure, by receiving their notes, and 
then calling on them for specie, when they must 
either comply with its dictates or be so crippled in 
their operations as to be neither able to benefir 
themselves or the public. — : 

In refusing to receive their notes the Government 
does nothing more than the Bank of the United 
States did towards the other banks, It received 


sòr 
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bet few of the country bank ntes in payo.eut of 
Gouvemamert ines; but this was a’) right, became 
it was don- by the bank, and no political capra! 
conid be made agains: the Admia.strat.ion, and 
therefore noihin? was «a d abou! it. 

Bat it is said that we want a bank to regulate the 
currency, exchanges, &c. Tl have looked into this 
matter and fiod that the exchanges have been more 


deranged dating the existence uf the Unued States | 


Bank than siace. 
Ia 1921, when the bank had been in operation 
five years, the notes of many of the bauks in Penn- 
lvania were frum 10 to 60 p:rcen:. under par; 
ew York country banks from 10 to 75 pei cent.; 
Massachaseits 12 per cent.; District of Columbia 70 


per opn'.; Georgia 40 per cent.; Ohio from 50 i0 80 ` 
per ceat. Im 1827 there was another pressure, | 


when Pennsylvania country banks were from 5 to | 


75 and 80 per cent. discount; Delaware from par |. 


to 25 per ceat.; Maryland from par to 80 per cent. 
lal when it is said we had as good a currency 
an any country ever had, Pennsylvania was from 
par to 2 per cent; Alabama was from 10 to 20 per 
cent; Lovisiava from 6 to 8; Mississippi fiom 5 to 
& Tenee mee from 4 to 5; Missouri, liimois, Iadi- 
ma, no sales; Kentucky from 20 to 25. Since 
ies, the rates of exchange have not bean so high, 
or baok notes so low. By this it will be seen that 
some gentlemen’s memories are not so very good, 
when they say that we had the best currency the 
world ever knew. But, say they, the United States 
Bank paper was good. Admit this, and what does 
it prove? Why, that you had one carrency for the 
t and another for the people—the very 
thing you pow condemn. The above rates will be 
fonnd in Senate document No. 437, session of 1837- 
8. The United Sates Bank shaved the notes of iis 
own branches from lto 5 per ceat.; see Spencer's 
report to House of Representatives, January 19, 
1319. Banks, like individuais, will have a credit 
abroad ia proportion to their sianding at home. 

If they stand bigh in public estimation at hore, 
and always redeem their notes when presented, in 
gold and silver, they cannot sink lower at any 
point than the diff-reace in transporting the guld 
and silver. Why in it that bank notes in the same 
State, and even io the same town, differ so mach 
im value? Hs it not owing to their standing in pub- 
lic estimation? Bat we are told that the laboring 
Classes would be much benefited by the establish- 
ment of another National Bank. These things 
have been promised before, without being realized. 
I beppened to be in Harrisburg, in Pennsylvania, 
whea the Uni'2d States Bank bill of that State 
was ander consideration. Its friends there, like 
the friends of a United States Bank here, prophe- 
sied that great good would resalt from it—hat we 
had in that State a large and enterprising class of 
men, who pos all the qualifications requisite 
to make them useful; bat that they were wihout 
the means to gointo business—that farmers, me- 
chanics, and others, who were in debt, would be 
greatly benefited oy it—that money woa'd be so 
plenty that interest would be reduced to four per 
cent. and perhaps lower—in fact, it was the very 
bill to benefit the middie and lewer classes. This 
was the profession. Now for the practice. Mo- 
ney bad become so plenty in Pennsylvania, or at 
Jeast in that section where I reside, that men who 
could secute it wen, could get what they wanted 
at five percent. per annum. This was a very 
common rate of interest. But in less than 
twelve months after the Bankwas chartered, 
notice was generally given either to pay in 
the money or to pay six per cent. interest. This 
was all fair. We, who were in debt, had no 
cause of complaint. It was only the effect that the 
charter of the Bank had upon us. All these things 
I knoe from experience, because it took between 
thirty and forty dollars per anoum from me; but 
in Philadelphia it was much worse than in th: 
eou: try. To sach an extent was the wild and vi- 
siohary spirit of speculation encouraged, that it 
created soch an additonal demand for money that 
interest rote to ten, fifteen, twenty, and as high as 
thirty-six per cent. or three per cent. per month, 
and it was exceedingly difficult for ordinary bwi- 
mess men to get aceommodaticns at all, when the 
shaver and speculator could command his millions, 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Davis. 


Nearly all the money u > ient out through brot ers 
and vark officers at crtravagaat rates of interest 
In this case, gentlemen, vou professe as much 
friendship for ux farmers and laboring men as you 
do sow. Ís it then at all surprising that we should 
be unwilling to trast yuu again? 

Bata bank is wanted as a regulator. We in 
Pennsyivania have some experience about this 
regulation of the currency. On the 9hof October 
last, the evening of the election, and atier the re 
‘urns from the city and county of Philadelphia 
were mostly in, the bank officers held a meeting to 
consal abeut the propriety of suspending specie 
payments, Fourteen banks were represented, and 
tive were for suspension and the big bank was one 
of the number for suspension; and nine were 
against it. Therefore it is reasonable to suppose 
that the mine banks who were unwi!ling to suspend, 
were able to continue specie payments. But the 
next day when the big bank opened, she sent word 
round to the others that she suspended forthwith, 
and the rest followed her example. The conse- 
quence has been the withdrawal from circulation of 
nearly all the precious metals, and their place was 
Gilled with the worst trash that ever disgraced any 
people. The best informed mea of that State are 
of opinion that nearly all the banks io Pennsyl- 
vania ceuld have continued specie payments, and 
that they were entirely solvent; but we had a regu- 
lator, and they must follow her regolations. But 
for the noble stand taken by Governor Porter to 
see that the laws were faithfully executed, and that 
RO note or bill of a less denomination than five 
dollars should be isened, the whole Siate would 
have been again flooded with shiep!asters as it 
was in 1837; for the universal law rezulating cur- 
rency is, that two kinds of the same denomination 
will not circulate together. Where one is more 
valuable than the other, the least valuable will be 
kept going, while the other will be hoarded up. 


| For instance, if you have five dollars in gold, and 


a fve dollar bill, you will part with the bill first; 
but if you had no note, the gold would then be 
used. Stop thecirculation of all the five doliar 
bills in the country, and half eagies will soon take 
their place. 

The bill now under consideration differs in two 
very essential particulars from the laie practice in 
the kind of money to be received, and the manner 
of keeping it between the time of receiving and 
disbursing it. 

From the commencement of the Government, 
the public money has been received and disbursed 
by officers appointed by the Government, and there- 
fore if they were dishonest, they had an opporta- 
nity to embezzie it; and besides all this, you had 
to risk the safety of the banks. Under this bi!l you 
have bat one set of officers; and if bank officers 
are more honest than other men, their services can 
be had; but this I do not admit. Ia all Govern- 
ments, and also in large private transactions, more 
or less losses will octor from faithless agents; and 
this will always be the case until man becomes in- 
fallible. 

One of the strongest reasons why this bill should 
pass at the present time is, that it is generally con- 
ceded that the readjustment of the tariff will come 
up for consideration at the next session of Con- 
gress. That period will, perhaps, be the freest from 
obj<ctious to considering the subject, of any time 
that can be selected. After a storm we usually 
have a calm; anda calm will, therefore, be likely to 
succeed the coming Presidential election, and it 
will, moreover, come on before parties divide off 
on other Presidential candidates. The members 
will come together freer from excitement than 
usual, and therefore will be better prepared to act 
with that calm, cool, and deliberate consideration 
that its importance requires. I would here say to 
the h'gh tariff men at the North, and to the anti- 
tariff men of the South, that you should meet tege- 
ther upon some middie ground with that spirit of 
concession and compromise that actuated those men 
to whom you are indebted for the form of Govern- 
ment under which you live. If either extreme 
should succeed, injnstice may be done. Pennsyl- 
vania occupies that ground. While she will never be 
behind her sister Stat-s in furnishing the necessa 
means to support the Government, id either men or 
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money, at the same time, so far as I air -aformed, 
her people do not desire more taxes to be le ied 
thao wiil meet the neces-ary expenses of the Gye 
vernment; and in laying them, she will ask diserie 
minatmg cuties to protect the manuftcturiny inte. 
rests. Tuis is the first deliserative body in which 
1 was ever honored with a sea‘, and this is my first 


, effort in this body; and as one of the Represente 


a'ives of the Keystone State, if I could suggest any 
thing for the consideration of Congress that would 
tend to harmonize their confi cling views on that in- 
teresting and her-tofore exciting question, it would 
be very gratifying io my own feelings; bu’. sir, if 
you permit the banks to enter the list of interested 
Partisans, you will have your gallerv and your lob- 
by lined wiih their officers and agents, advocating a 
high tariff, and all for the interest of the dear peo- 
pie protessedly, but in fact Io create a large surplus 
for them to trade upon. Should you employ the 
banks again as depositories, I doubt not but the pré» 
diction of my bovorable colleague from Pniladel- 
phia [Mr. SeroranT] will be fulfilled, and that ten 
millions of dollars will not be too large an estimate 
for the balance in the Treasury. There has bean 
some effort made to agitate this interesting question 
at the present session; but of all times thal could be 
selected, this would be the most unfortunate for the 
country. 

1 have been no little amused, sir, to hear the very 


| kind professions of friencship from the gentlemen in 


the Opposition, to the interests of the farmers, me- 
chanics, and laboring men. Yes, sir, the real hard 
fis'ed men, as they are called. These professions 
are made by men in this hall, who can scarcely 


, tarn over the leaves in their portfolio without their 


silk gloves on. Now, sir, I dont doubt their sine 
cerity, but are they as competent to judge of their 
interests as practical business men are? While 
they profess one thing, they practice another. Yes, 
sir, hey are for exclusive privileges and monopo- 


| lies—the very antipodes of the poor man’s interest. 
| They are too much like the banks—they form 


combinations and control a larger amount of labot 
that depends mainly upon bank facilities to carry 
on business. When there is any sudden revulsion 
in the money market, as it is called, the poor man 
is either forced to consent to a reduction of bis 
wages, or be thrown out of employ altogether; and 
their rights as ci'izens are too often infneged upon 
by being forced into a compliance with the views 
of their employers, especially in pelitics. fask 
the business and laboring men of the country to 
lovk round and see whether the leaders of the 
Whig party do not seem to be delighted with the 
present distress of the country, because it will have 
the effect to place them in power; and whether the 
banks and all the moneyed men of ihat party are 
not aggravating it to its utmost stretch of severity 
even to bring you to starvation, as the gentlem an 
fram Philadelphia would have i? The iabor of 
any country is its wealth; and when you protect 
the interest of the laborer, you promote the inte- 
rest of the country: but, how is this to be done? is 
the great question, Here the parties seem to be at 
issue. The Democrats contend that the laborer is 
best rewarded who receives his pay in the kind of 
curreacy of which a month’s or day’s wages will 
buy most of the necessaries of life for his family, 
For instance, the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
HorLeMan] informed us, the other day, that he 
knew a man that received thirty thousand dollars for 
one month’s work, in continental money, and then 
gave it all for a uniform coat, werth only thirty 
dollars, in hard money. Now, if this man had re- 
ceived forty dollars in hard money for his month's 
work, he would have had ten dollars left; but whea 
ke got $30,000, he had nothing left. This is a fair 
illustration of tbe position of the two parties; for 
the Oppozitien contend that the largest nominal 
amount, withont reference to its value, is the best 
waxes, 

Now, sir, if this bill will be the means of taking 
away the props that bave heid up and suppoited 
rotten institutions, and will weed them out from 
amongst the souad ones, we shall soon return to a 
svund circulating medium; and the man who re- 
ceives bis week’s pay on Saturday night will be 
certain that his money will be good until the end of 
the nest week. The changes and fluctuations in 
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the prices of produce always operate more injari~ 
ously on the poor man than on any other clas, be- 
cause his wages are the last to mse, when a general 


rise in prices takes place. 

In Pennsy\vavia contracts are usually made in 
the winter for the succeeding summer, both for 
building and farming operations, and the prices 
fixed by the day, month, or year, as the case may 
be. Mechanics generally fix their prices in the 
winter, or eatly in the spring, from which they can- 
not well depari; and it not unfrequently happens 
that before the season is half over, their bread and 
meat advances in price from 25 to 50 and in some 
cases 100 per cent. yet their wages remain sta:ion- 
ary. This frequent'y happens after the grain has 
been sold by the farmer, and the mills are nearly 
empty, the whole crops of the country, or nearly 
so, being in the hands of the speculators. In Phila- 
delphia, building is generally dove by contract made 
in the commencement of the season. The compe- 
tion being great amongst master builders tor busi- 
hess, every thing is estimated at existing prices, 
under which hands are engaged, &c. but before the 
buildines are half up, the price of living advances 
50 or 75 per cent. and the workmen, in justice to 
themselves and families, turn out for higher wages, 
and, consequently, in many cases, the undertaker 
loses by the contract. Itis the sudden changes and 
fluctaations that unsetiles business, destroys conti. 
dence, and operates so much against business men, 
and which are believed to be caused mainly by ex- 
pansions and contractions im the eireulating me- 
digm. 

Our best writers on political economy, as well as 
our ablest statesmen, inform us that the currency 
of a country stands in the same relation to the body 
politic, that the blood in our veins does to the hu- 
man or animal system; the regularity of both 
being alike necessary to a bealthy action. If this 
principle be correct, the following s'atement will 
show the cause of our embarrassment. In 1835, 
January Ist, the amount of bank notes in circula- 
tion was $103,692,495; in 1836, it increased to 

40,301,038; in 1837, it increased to $149,185,896; 
in 1838, it was reduced tv $116,138,910; in 1839, 
it was increased to $134,170 955; and in 1840, it 
was agaia reduced to $106,968,572. By the above, 
it will be seen that, from 1835 to 1836, the increase 
ef circulation was $36,608,543; and from 1837 to 
1838, it was reduced $33,046,980; and in 1838, it 
was increased $22,042,045; and between the Ist of 
January 1839 and lst of January 1840, it was 
again reduced $27,212,384. Ifthe Opposition be 
correct, (which I do not admit) tbat the Adminis- 
tration has produced those changes by what they 
are pleased to term a war on the banks, then they 
have farnised the very best reason that can be given 
for the separation. That. these changes have af- 
fected prices, there can be no doubt; and this is ail 
charged to the Administration. If crops fail, and 
bread becomes high, the poor man is told that the 
President has been the causeof it. If crops are 
good aad we have a double quantity, and prices 
fall, the farmers are told that tue President has 
done it. re ; 
_ If Mr. Van Buren is chargeable with the. low 
price of produce—but which I do not think correct 
—we will try some of the gentlemen’s favorites by 
the same rule, and see how they stand. The ave- 
tage price of flour in Philadephia during Mr. 
Adams's administration was, agrecably to Ha- 
zard’s Register, a good Whig paper, $5 142; Gen. 
Jackson’s first term, $5 61; second term, $6 163; 
and Mr. Van Buren’s, $7 26. Now, gentlemen, 
if high prices are an advantage, where does your 
favorite Administration stand? I say here, wi'hoat 
the fear of contradiction, that flour was lower dur- 
ing bis Administration than duriag any fvur years 
together since 1790. 

By comparing the years in which the banks is- 
sued most excessively, with the excessive importa- 
tation and excessive sales of pubiic lands, it wiil be 
seen that they kept pace with each other, and that 
the whole action of the bady politic was stimulated 
by the excess of bank paper; and vice versa when 
a con'raction took place. Ifihen the Independent 
Treasury bill, now on your table, will tend to 
check this excess, it will de much good, and I trust 
will be of lasting benefit to the people of this Union. 


Independent Treasury— Mr, Floyd. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, June 11, 1840. 

Mr. FLOYD rose and said— 

Mr. Cuainman: The history of the ‘proposition 
“to provide tor the collectiqn, safe keéping, trans- 
fer, and disbursement of the public revenue,” con- 
‘aiued in the oill now under consideration, affords, 
as, I think, much instruction these who would 
learn aright the character of the\Américan people, 
and is alike creditable to the disttgguished indivi- 
dual at the head of this Government\who first pro- 
posed it for the consideration of Congress, and te 
the intelligence of our fellow-citizens, who, through 
their agents, here assembled, are, as I apprehend, 
about to carry it into effect by the form and sanc- 
tion of law. 

The peculiar situation of the currency, when the 
plan of aw Independent Treasury was first laid 
before tle country by the President, in his mes- 
sage ot 1837, is doubtless well remembered by all 
on this floor, and as I then thought, and still think, 
wmperatively called upon the Chief Magistrate to 
propose some plan by which the treasure of the 
people, collected from them and held in trust for 
them by their servants, should be safely preserved 
for i's appropriate uses, and not subjected to the 
embarrassments and losses which had been and 
might again be occasioned, by the reckless cupidi- 
ty f unprincipled corporations. 

The whole army of moneyed monopolies through- 
out the country was utterly prostrate and flat; and 
the numercus retinue of camp followers, consist- 
ing of directors, stockholders, counsellors, attor- 
neys, brokers, debtors, and runners, in Congress 
and out of it, were unable to give them any aid. 
The currency—if currency it could be called— 
consisted of bank paper, for which not a dollar of 
money could be obtained, and which was in truth 
little more than a certificate of the great gullibility 
of the people, and the fraudulent bankruptcy of 
those who issued it. Even Baal himself ceased to 
be a God. The great idol of the Federal party— 
the United States Bank—having exhausted its en- 
ergies in a fierce warfare upon the “old Roman,” 
and in the payment of bribes, in the shape of im- 
mense counsel fees, to Senators and Congressmen 


toppled headlong dewn, from its own rot- 
tenness, and the wrecks of the State 
banks were scattered throughout the coun- 


try in such a profusion of corruption, that the 
whole land stank. Shoals of speculators and 
merchants, who had hoisted all sait to catch the 
prospering breeze, and were riding, as they sup- 
posed, en the top billow to wealth and luxury, 
were, by the receding wave, left like shell fish high 
and dry upon the sand, to gape and rot. The peo- 
ple themselves, in their associated capacity as a 
people, did not escape unscathed. Their treasure, 
which they had contributed for their general wel- 
fare, had been entrusted for safe keeping to those 
faithless agents, the banks, and a call upon them 
for payment was as ineffectual as would have been 
a call upon the dead to arise; they had neither the 
disposition to pay, nor the ability. 

The lobbies of the State Legislatures wére over- 
ran with bank vermin. All the well known ap- 
pliances of the banks were put in requisition to 
procure the sacred power of the States to sustain 
and support an insolvent banking interest. The 
steckholders of banks in the Legislatures needed 
no prompting to promote their own interest. To 
sach in the Legislature as owed the banks, 
threats, direct or iadirect, were used, while 
others were assailed by the mest abject entrea- 
ties——for the veriest beggar for cold victua's 
cannct ‘* crook the pregnant hinges of the knee ™ 


! with more suppleness than a bank aristocrat, when. 


ever “thrift may follow fawning.’ And so 
effectually was the object pursued, that througheut 


: this whole confederacy of sovereign States, I be. 


lieve withont one exception, the leg'slative power 
of the State was brought to bow in submission at 
the feet of the bankrupt moneyed associations. 
But, sir, while the several S:a‘es were wrough 
upon by bank influence from within and from 
without, to blot their statute books with infamous 
_suspensien laws, legalizing the frauds of the banks, 
and sanctioning their continuance, enabling them 
to reap a harvest of wealth from the ruin they had 
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themsetves occasioned, the people were subject to 
the tender mercies of their own agents, aud were 
compelled to receive their own money in a depre- 
ciated currency; and in paying their servants, their 
military, civil, and nava! officers, the hardy soldier, 
the gallant sailor, and the laborer on public works, 
were compeiled to make up in quanuty what the 
bank currency lacked in quatity. 

Such, Mr. Cnairman, was the situation, but 
faintly described, of the currency and the currency 
mak:ng institutions of the country, when the Pre- 
sident of the United States, the highest public ser- 
vant of the people, elected by themselves—by their 
free, unbiassed suffrages—to watch over their in- 
terests, in the discharge of his duty, proposed to 
Congress, and through Congress to the country, 
that national honor and honesty—a proper dis- 
charge of national obligations—yea, justice to 
themselves, required that the people should keep 
their own money in their own way—trusting none 
but servants selected by themselves for their inte- 
giity and fidelity, and dissolving, forever, a connec- 


] tion with the banks, which had proved so disas- 


trous. 

And, sir, how was the proposition met by the, 
Federal party in this House and in the country? 
By unqual.fied, b'tter hostility. The propensities 
of privileged orders are the same in all countries. 
Do the nobility ot England grasp with less energy 
their titular distinctions, because all the causes 
which led to their creation, and al! the ¢ircum- 
stances and associations which gave them worth 
and grandeur, have long since passed. away? 
and because the tinsel glitter, which distinguishes 
them, is but the phospuorescent glow which marks 
their decay? Not atall. And the Federal party 
a this country, which apes, at an humble distance, 
the aristocratic mummery of Great Britain, never 
buckled on their harness in defence of their favo- 
rite privileged institutions with more ‘zeal, than 
when those institutions had shown themselves to 
be utterly worthless and corrupt. Well, sir, they 
opposed, they defeated, the Independent Treasur 
plan. Did tbey propose any thing in its stea 
Nothing—like Satan, they had power to do evil, 
but neither power nor inclination to do good: they 
had strength to prevent this measure, but no abili- 
ty to propose a better. 

“Toe ignorant to teach, too proud to learn ” 

they contented then.selves with the poor honor of 
being able to destroy. Sir, tf there has been de- 
rangement in the finances of the Government, and 
if, from that derangement, the business of the 
country has suffered, let the blame lie at the doar 
of that party, which held a majority upon the 
question of finance in this, House, during the last 
Congress. It is not with them to deny, that 
they had the power to regulate the finances of the 
Government. They had that power—they bad a 
məjority. of this House; the journals and the re- 
corded votesshow this fact. Why did they not 
propose a plan for keeping, collecting, and disburs- 
tog the revenue? Had they not the capacity, or 
had tney not the courage? Why at least did they 
not discharge their solemn duty by making: the 
attempt to save their couutry from the disasters 
which they allege bave occured for the want of a 
good financial system. 

Sir, the Opposition is indefensible upon this point, 
and no one can doubt that they feel themselves 
to be so, who was present a few days ago, and 
winessed their extreme sensitiveness, when. the 
honorable member from North Carolina. [Mx. 
Montgomery] “hke an eagle in a deve cate,” 
fluttered the Federal forces in this House by charg- 


; ing their delinquency hyme upon them, and prov- 


ing it from the journals. But, sir, “ihe second 
sober thought of the people, never wrong, and 
always ef: ient,” has prevailed. Upon this issue, 
every member of this House was elected. Upon 
this issue the Adminis:ration may safely censent to 
stand cr fall. By this issue the Opposiion pro- 
fessed themselves willing to abide, uou) completely 
routed and ove:thrown; they have scattered to the 
winds every issue which involves reason and prin- 
ciple, and bave betaken themseives to the hopeless 
task of cozening the intelligent votersof this country, 
by appeals which rate the intellect of the laboring 
man on a par with that of his horse. 
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Mr. Chairman, I propose briefly to examine 
the principa! teatares of the system now under 
consideraion, acd to compare it with the antago- 
nt measures to which the Opposition are sup- 
posed to be friendly. 


__ First. The bill proposes that the money of | 


the people shail be collected, kept, and paid cat by 
Tesponsib’e agents of their own, selected for that 
express purpose, instead of the banks, which 
have been hitherto emploved as fin sncial agents. 
_ There would seem, at lirst blush, tu be no- 
thing very starling in the proposal that, in a free 
and Republican Government, where all power 


emanates from the people, and ail officers are, | 
or should be, responsible to them, that so im- , 


portaat a class of public servants as those entrust- 


ed in any way with the revenue of the coun- | 


try, should derive their authority and feel their 
accountability, according to this most salutary 
principle of Republicamsm. If an individual 
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like modern commercial paper, in which A and 
B, as members of a firm, draw a note, and, tc 
make it perfectly gcoc, A and B, as individuals, 
endorse it; and, with all this boastet security of the 
sanks, they have been utterly unable to pay to tue 
peovle tue money entrusted to them for their safe 
kecping; and while the agents of the deposite banks 
are ia your lobbies beggiag you for a posipone- 
meni of the day of payment for the money they 
owe you, their friends upon this floor are urging 
you to uy them again—to trust them with more 
money, for the purpose, perhaps, of enabling them 
10 pay what they owe already. Sir, I should blush 
for my country, if I could say that citizens of the 
United States could not be found who were truste 
worthy as Government agents. I should state what 
all men know to be false, if I declared that banks 
were more honest than individuals. But,sir, there 


; are koaves enough, both io the banks and out, and 


appoints an agent for any particular service, he © 


secects that agent with a view to his qualifica- 
tions and responsibility, and he prescribes the 
mode and manner of performing his duties, and 
exacts security for the faithful execution of his 
trust. Why sheald not the people of this coun- 


try, in selecting their agents, have the benefit of | 


the same wholesome mode of appointment? 
Whence comes the irresistible necessity ef ap- 
pointing, as financial agents, those in whose se- 
lection the people have ne voice, apon whose cor- 
porate existence no moral obligation can rest— 
ao reproach for delinquency can attach—to whom 
a reputation for honesty or dishonesty is alike in- 
diffe.ent, and whe can be subject to no punish- 
ment for tueir crimes, however enormous and 


base? Whence, I say, is the necessity which | 


seems to rest upon the minds of gentlemen 
in the Opposition that the people of this coun- 


description? What are the 


requisite in a financial officer? Are they 


not honesty, capacity, and responsibility? And | 


are not all three ef these secured by the Dill un- 
der consideration? “As for those of the Opposi- 
uon who say that men of sufficient honesty can- 
not be found, I respectfully request them to con- 
fine the declaration to themselves and friends. I 
make no such confession, and submit to no such 
imputation for the party with which I act. 


But, if honest individuals cannot be found, 
how is the matter helped by employing 
banks? What are bank officers but individu- 


als? and was it ever heard of, that a man be- 
came more honest by becoming an officer of a 
bank? Nay, sir, is not the danger in this respect 
greatly increased by employing banks as deposito- 
Tries? for, besides the risk that the collector of reve- 
Bue may be dishonest, yeu then have the addition- 
al risk that some one out of the score of bank of- 
ficers may be so. So far, then, as honesty may be 
considered a desirable quality in an agent, the tys- 
tem proposed by the present bill has a decided ad- 
vantage over the deposite bank system; bexides, by 
it, the people may select their servants from among 


themselves, and may choose any one of the whole . 


mass of citizens of the United States, while, by ap- 
pointing the banks as fiscal agents, they must trust 
to the honesty of the officers of the bank, who are 
selected sometimes for their morality, and some- 
times for their knavery. 

Then for the capacity of the agent. What su- 
periority is claimed for the banks, in point of finan- 
cial «kill, over individuals? Does the magic of a 
bank charter endue those who hold cffice under it 
with superior wisdom? Such a proposition is ab- 
surd in theory; and the deplorable history of bank- 
ing institutions for the last few years, most fally 
proves that they do not possess skill enongh to 
save themselves from the disgrace of suspension 
and insolvency. 

Now, sir, what is the responsibility of the banks? 
What is the security they offer whch cannot be 
procured equal'y weil by an individual? What is 
the security you have bad from the deposite banks? 
Why, it has been according to the most approved 
form ef the modern “credit system.” ‘You have 
had the banks as corporations for principals, and 
the individuals composing the banks for sureties; 
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with the utmost care dishonest persons may be se- 
lected. For such this bil. provides, in a way in 
which it is impossible to apply i!, or any legal pro- 
vision, to corporations, aud that is, by bodily 
punishment. ‘The seventeenth section of the act 
declares any use, by loan, or in any other way, of 
the public money, an embezzlement, and punishes 
it with imprisonment. Sir, if you could have 
brought this salutary provision to bear upon the 
directors and officers of the pet banks, your Trea- 
sury would have avoided much ef the embarrass- 
meat it has experienced. 

At the first proposal of the Independent Treasury 
plan in 1837, there broke out afresh the contro- 
versy which has ever existed, and ever will exist, 
in this country, between the people and the mo- 
neyed aristocracy, and privileged classes, and that 
is the question involved in this bill, which draws 
oat such fierce opposition. Shall the people go- 


foot, and abide the dietation of the aristocracy of 
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| an uproar.” 
| sertion been manifes'ed during the last few years 


a- || vern, or shail they sabmit to be bound hand and `; 
try must continue to employ agents of this ; 
qualifications | 


associated wealth. Such is the issue, and every 


Democrat who tenders or accepts any other issue 


in the present contest, is unjust to himself and to ‘| 


his principles. That the doctrines held by the Op- 
Position are odious, they know right well—they 
are offensive in the nostrils of the people, and it is 
Pot strange that they should attempt to conceal 
them, or that they should attempt to get up issues, 
in which the principles which lay at the root of the 
Opposition to this bill may not come directly in 
question. Those, sir, who approve of this bill, 
should make it their daty to show that opposition 
to it arises from those only who would establish a 
favored, distinct class among us, to be supported 
without labor, at the expense of the many. 

Mr. Chairman, call it radicalism, if you will— 
call it Jacobinism, if you please—the fact, never- 
theless, is, that in this country, every great politi- 
cal contest has been, and every political contest 
upon principle will be, a war between the rich and 
the poor—on the part of the rich, a war of aggres- 
sion—on the part of the poor, a war of defence. 
The arrogance of wealth is almost universal—the 
possessor of riches most natorally slides into 
the belief that the property which gives him 
advantages in the procurement of the luxu- 
ries of life over his poor neighbor, should 
confer additional personal importance and supe- 
rior political rights. Hence it is that the De- 
mocratic party is continually undergoing a process 
of purification and rejuvenescence, if I may so 
speak—those whe have grown old and grown 
wealthy, leaving it to find more congenial princi- 
ples and associates in the ranks of the aristocracy, 
while their places under the Democratic banver are 
filled with enlistments from the young men of our 


country, whose only prospect of success in life, ‘ 


whether their aim be wealth or honor, depends 
upon the preservation of the free, untrammelled, 
uncontrolled, unprejudiced rights of each citizen. 
The bill under consideration is the poor man’s 
bill. It gives him nothing, it is true—ke asks 
nothing. Itis the poor man’s bill, because, like 
few bills passed by law makers, it takes nothing 
from him; it leaves him a clear field, and he asks 
‘10 favors: it operates with equal and exact justice 
upon all; it knows no man otherwise than as a ci- 
tizen of the United States; and whatever may be 
his rank or calling, from that of a farmer, the 
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| banks. 
; shop, striking three blows for himself, and two for 
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most noble of all, down, down, lown, to the 
banker, who lives upon privilege—it shows no fa- 
vor and imposes no disability. Is it not the daty 
of these who represent all, to adopt such measures 
as will afford equal protection to all, and show fat 
vors to none?’ Why, then, and by whom, 1s this 
measure opposed? Sir, I will examine this ques- 
tion at some little length. 

The Independent l'reasury system is opposed by 
tuose classes of citizens who have hitherto preyed 
upon the Government-—who have had the custody 
and the use.f ‘ts money so long,thatthey have 
come to regard iias their own—and who consider 
their own particular interests as deserving the pe- 
co ar fostering care of the Governnment, to the 
exciasion of all others. Sir, I mean the merchants 
and bank'rs, andthose connected with aud de- 
pendent upon them by the operations of their 
business. It is from those, and from their public 
organs, that proceed the most terrific belluwings 
against this bill. The public treasure is about to 
be wrenched by the peop'e from their clutch. Think 
you they will yield it without a deatn struggle ? 

A wise man has said, in most apt words, in re- 
gard to legislation: “Touch but a bristle of the 
commercial interest and the whole sty will be in 
How fully has the truth of this as- 


in this country? Could all the Federal jeremiads 
of the last two years be uttered at once, it would 
make an uprear of lamentation which would 
drown the thunders of Niagara. Were all the pa- 
pers in the pay of the banks and the merchants, 
which have been filled with mourning for their lost 
plunder, spread out in this broad land, they would 
cover it as if a deluge had departed and left a pes- 
tilential scum. 

The farmer has been at work, planting his corn, 
dropping three kernels for himself, and two for the 
The mechanic has been at work in his 


the banks; for it is in about this proportion that 
yoursystem of paper money robs the producer of 
his earnings, and by a silent, but sure process, 
transfers them to the coffers of the banker; but the 
merchant, the broker, and their whole army of de- 
pendants, have been agonizing to repossess them- 
themselves of the public treasure—you have had 
panic speeches without number; and pestering com- 
mittees of from ten to ten thousand. The press 
has groaned with arguments to show that the inte- 
rests of these classess should be protected at the 
expense of all the rest. Every mail has been 
loaded with speeches to prove that Government ig 
organized to foster the few at the expense of the 
many. The daily sheets in the pay of those inte- 
rests, filled with vitaperation against those who 
s‘and for popular rights, flotter in every breeze, and 
are borne abroad on every gale; and here upon 
this floor, at this session, as at former sessions, you 
hear from the Federal party denunciations, fierce 
and fearfal, against this most safe, most just, most 
necessary, most Democratic measure. 

I: iscomplained, by the opponents of this bill, 
that jt proposes to keep the public money from cir- 
culation. “Ah, there’s the rub;” farewell, public 
deposites, say the banks—farewell, loans of the 
public money, say the merchant and speculator— 
farewell, bank suits, cries the attorney—and fare» 
well, bank facilities, and bank counsel fees, say 
the bank Senators, and members of Congress, It 
is estimated, that under this bill, not more than five 
millions of dollars will be on hand at any one 
time—but, whatever the amount, it is to be safely 
kept, until paid out in the ordinary operations of 
the Government. And it seems to me, that it will 
be in abundant time for the friends of the banks 
and the merchants, to propose to borrow more of 
the Government, when they have paid up what 
they borrowed years ago. But, sir, how, and to 
whom, do the opponents of this bill propose that 
the public money should be loaned—with whom 
deposi'ed? Is it proposed that the farmer shall 
have the benefit of it? nota dollar: or the me- 
chanic? not a cent: but they propose to dispose of 
it according to the old fashioned Federal rule— 
take care of the rich, and the rich will take care of 
the poor: in other words, they propose that the 
banks shall have the custody of the money—that 
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they shall loan it to the merchant and speculator, 
who are their principal customers. 

Now, sir, if it be so wrong for the people to 
keep on hand their money, a few days, between the 
ume of receiving it from the public debtor, and the 


time of paying it to the public creditor, why do not | 


gentlemen propose some plan, by which it may be 
deposi‘ed directly with the farmers or mechanics of 
our country? Why must the prefereace be given 
to the wealthy bankers? Will any one here ven- 
tare to say, the bankers are more honest than our 
farmers aud mechanica? I had rather, much ra- 
ther, trust those who live in log cabins, than those 
who live in bank palaces. I mean the true log 
cabins, such as, I can show you in my own district, 
and not such as you see hereabouts, and which 
truly represent those who build them, for they are 
mere shams, built of slabs, and filled with gent! 
men in ruffled shirts and silk stockings. Sir, we 
shall hear no such proposition—true as the needle 
tothe pole, the Opposition will propose no mea- 
sare, which does not, in some way, aid the moneyed 
monopolies of the country. 


And what are these institations which, in the 
opinion of gentlemen, are entitled to so much 
consideration at the hands of the people? Why, 
sir, they are associations of individuals invested 
by the beneficence of Siate legislators with all 
the rights of the whole people on a pariicular and 
pretty important matier, that of making a currency 
—some of the legislators granting the monopoly, 
being generally inierested in the asscciation which 
they aid to incorporate. They are not necessa- 
rily, or generally, at the outset, wealihy, though by 
the operation of a bank charter they scon become 
so; for it is one of the excellences cf a bank 
charter that it turns into money lenders those who 
bave most need to borrow; nor have they neces- 
sarily any credit, fur the essence of modern baok- 
ing is the “credit system,” which is no more like 
ered then a horse chestnut is like a chestnut 
horse; they commence without cash and without 
credit; and going on without work by the mere ma- 
gic of a bank charter, by which they exchange 
their own . notes without interest for the 
notes of others bearing interest, they draw 
into their coffers the wealth of the country, 
roli in luxury and splendor; have their hordes 
of officers and attorneys; command legislators and 
Senators by their wealth; have, at their nod and 
beck, thousands of debtor slaves; demand and carry, 
in your State Legislatures, whatever their cupidity 
may, from time to time, require; and furnish in 
this country what the nobility of Great Britain 
farnishes there—an aristocracy having no feeling 
or interest in common with the people at large, 
but considering them as their chartered privileges, 
make them their hewers of wood and drawers of 
water. Such are the institutions which many de- 
sire should have the benefit of the public depo- 
sites; and the honorable gentleman from Massa- 
chusetis [Mr. Cusninc] asked a day or two since, 
where do the friends of the bill deposite their 
money? Do they lay it away in a chest, or do 
they deposite it with the banks? There is no doubt 
that generally those who have any considerable 
amount of paper money deposite it as speedily as 
possible with a bank; and why? Let ussee. Sup- 
pose the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts 
Feceives ten or twenty thousand dollars in bills of 
various banks, about the solvency of which he 
knows nothing, and can know nothing, would he 
not be unwise if he kept them over night? He would 
as soon think of keeping on hand a cargo 
of fresh fish. So if there is a bank in his neigh- 
berhood which does not suspend oftener than 
once a year, he hastens to it with his paper 
money, deposites it, and the bank has such a high 
opinion of it, that it sends it back to the place 
where it was made, by the very first opportunity. 
Sir, I doubt if there is a bank in the United States, 
at this moment, whose bills the honorable gentle- 
man would feel safe in keeping for six months, 


Mr. Chairman, when the people deal in solid 
coin, there will be no need of that peculiar prompt- 
fess with which all now act who have on hand any 
paper money. There will be no need of playing 
“Robin’s alive” with’our money, when we have it 


i the State banks. 
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in solid coin. Then let the banks suspend or 
break: the mint drops will not suffer. 

But we are told that the banks, te be used as de- 
positories, shculd b2 good specie-paying, solvent, 
honest banks! Where is such a one? Is it that 
which suspended yesterday? or the one that failed 


' outright the day before? or the one from which the 


cashier embezzled half a million last week? or that 
| which is expected to blow up to-morrow? An ho- 
' nest, solvent bank!—a white crow! 
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Mr. Chairman, it is said that this bill will cripple 


If it were calculated to have that 
effect, it would not injure it, in my opinion. Bat 
I deny this. 


from receiving their notes; nor does it prevent them 
frem going on, as heretofore, in the full tide of pro- 


i. fitable extortion: and the head and front of this 


; objection is, that, although the bill leaves the peo- 


Iu what way does it affect them? It . 
| prevents no man from borrowing their money, or | 


| ple to be shaved, according to the bank charters of | 


| 
| to aid them in that praiseworthy operation. 
, cannot eripple the State banks; they are beyond 
| your control: and it is because you cannot regulate 
them, that you should have nothing to do with 
| them. 

| Again, sir, it is charged that this bill is an attack 
| upon the “credit system.” If it could cut up that 
system by the roots, eradicate it forever from the 
land, it would be a glorious bill indeed. I am no 
enemy to credit; it isthe nerve and sinew of in- 


dustry—the life blood of enterprise; it is as much ` 


the property of an individual who will earn it, as 

his money or his farm. He that trims the mid- 
i night lamp to qualify himself for his business; he 
that rises early, and sits up late, and eats the bread 
of industry; he that squares his conduct by the 
Strictest rules of morality; will not fail to establish 
with his fellow men a character for honesty, capa- 
city, and indastry; and that character is his credit. 
, But the “credit system” is, in all its moods and 
| tenses, a system of villany; and I appeal, without 
fear of refutation, to the experience of this whole 
country, under the operation of that system for the 
last few years, for proof of what I say. It 
has destroyed honest credit; it has almost destroyed 
our commercial character; it has swept millions of 
its blind devotees and innocent victims into the 
whirlpool of irretrievable insolvency; it has car- 
ried poverty and wretchedness into thousands of 
humble dwellings, which were before the abode of 
competence and happiness; it has exchanged many 
a happy home and fireside for the poor-house; it 
has degraded the moral character of your people, 
both at home and abroad; and your State sove- 
reignties—aye, sir, the hitherto sacred faith of your 
States—has been under the “credit system,” and 
is now hawked about the streets of Enropeani cities 
like a broken winded horse, by a town crier, and 
finds no purchasers. 


York, “my own, my native land,” while carrying 


her credit. 


rity; and her prumises to pay were eagerly sought 
for, and taken at a premium of from five to ten 
percent. Within a year or two, the State, under 
a “new impulse,” has embarked under the aus- 
pices of the “credit system;” and her stocks, in a 
single year, fell twenty-two per cent. below par;* 


ceived, the farms of her people are morgaged to 
one hundred dollars. “eur money lender is no 


fool; he knows that the prodigality which borrows 
without the means of paying, is near akin to the 


* The following paragraph is taken from the Journal of 
Commerce, a leading Whig paper in the city of New York, of 
September, 1839: 

“A sale of 100,000 New York and Erie Railroad stock, bear. 


ing 44 percent. interest, payable quarterly in New York, was 
made on Saturday, af auction, under the direction of the 
Comptroller, and taken by Messrs. Prime, Ward, and Kin , as 
follaws: #10,L00 at 79, $10,000 at 784, $30,000 at 78, and $50 000 
at 77%, the closing prise. The stock is redeemable in 1859, and 
Was sold on terms—one-third down, and the balance in thirty 
and sixty days,” 


the several States in such case made and provided, | 
': it refuses to let the banks have the public money, 


and for every seventy-eight dollars the State re- . 


pay one hundred dollars, with the interest on the ; 
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morality which will repudiate the debt when it falls 
due. Sir, if this bill will destroy this source of 
evil, and restore us a sound and healthy credit, its 
passage should be announced from city to city, and 
from village to village, by the ringing of bells and 
the roaring of cannon, 

Second. The bill proposes that the revenue, by 
progressive proportions, shall eventually be collect- 
ed in the only currency known to the Constitution 
—solid coin. 

A stranger to the influence which private inte- 
rest has exerted upou the legislation of this country, 
and to the all-pervading power of banking associa- 
tions, would appear astonished, that under our na- 
tional compact, the Government or its officers, had 
ever presumed to authorize the receipt of any thing 
else than coin for its revenue. 

“Those who formed the Constitution were hard 
money men,” says a distinguished Senator. They 
had seen the deplorable effects of a paper money 
system, and they therefore recognised, in our trea- 


|i ty of union, no money or currency but the precious 
You ¢ 


metals; and to prevent, if possible, the future use 
of paper money, they expressly provided that it 
should not be in the power of the States to make 
any thing but gold and silver coin a legal tender 
for the payment of debts. Such are the prohibi- 
tiens of the Constitution; but unfortunately there 
is no barricado against cupidity; there is no law, 
written or unwritten; there is no Constitution, 
though purchased by the death of the brave and in- 


; seribed with the blood of patriots, which can stay the 


stealthy, serpent-like progress of crawling avarice. 


: In the teeth of your Constitution Congress passed a 
` law making the bills of a United States Bank re- 


ceivable in the payment of revenue; and worse still, 
by a resolution of 1816, Congress stamps the notes 
of the United States Bank and the notes of other 
banks, as an illegal currency—as a currency un- 


' known to the Constitution, and, therefore, no cut- 


I will give but onè instance | 
of the effect of this system upon State credit, and į 


I do so with deep humiliation. The State of New | 


on with careful energy and good husbandry her | 
magnificent public works, borrowed money upon |: 
She pointed the money lender to her :: 
income, and to her actual resources, for his secu- ` 


rency; and at the same time authorizes them to be 
received for debts due to the people. The words 
of that resolution fully bear me out in this position. 
It provides that the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
see that all debts due to the United States shall be 
paid “in the legal currency of the United States, or in 
notes of the Bank of the United States, or in notes 


; of banks which are payable or paid on demand.” 


Now does not this resolution show that the very 
Congress which incorporated the United States 
Bank, considered legal currency one thinz, and 
bank notes another thing, as indeed they are? Those 
who oppose the specie clause of this bill are, of 
course, in favor of receiving the notes of banks for 
revenue, and, consequently, in favor of receivit g 
for debts due to the people something which is not 
known to the Constitution as money or currency, 
and which has expressly been declared by a bank 
Congress to be different from "ihe legal currency 
of the United States.” 

Mr. Chairman: It is worth while to inquire 
whether there is any good reason for blotting out 
‘the Constitution and following some new light 
kindled by private ‘interest. The collection of re- 
venue is understcod to be, to enable the people to 
discharge their debts—to pay their shipbuilders, sat- 
lors, soldiers, &c. Now, did this Government, 
from the time of its foundation to the present time, 
ever contract a debt to be paid in any thing besides 
the “legal currency of the United States?” I may 
be mistaken, but I doubt if the opponents of this 
bill, friendly as they are to the credit system, would 
authorize any such contracts. Such being the 
case, Mr. Chairman, is it the partof wisdom for 
the people to collec! what is due to them in a cur- 
rency which they cannot pay ovt to their creditors? 

But, say they, none but the notesof specie pay- 
ing banks——none but notes redeemable in specie, 
should be received. A specie paying bank—an 
egregious humbug! Redeemable no‘es—a monstrous 
fallacy! Why, sir, there has grown up with this 
credit system a technical jargon, which is flip- 


-pantly enough meuthed by “the trade,” every 


phrase of which is cunningly contrived to hidea 
falsehood under the semblance of truth, or to set 
ignorance agape while his pocket is picked. Re- 
czemable bank notes! There is no such thing— 
there never was. The phrase is not applicable, in 
truth, to any bark in this country which is doing 
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a profitable business with its usual circulation out. 
If a bank has one hundred thousand dollars of 
bills in circuiation, with but ten thousand dollars of 
specie in i's vaults, those bills are not redeemable, 
whether any have been refused or not—and when 
the whole bank circulation is two or three hundred 
millions of dollars, and there is not more than 
eighty millions of dotlars in the country, in the 
banks and out of them, that circulation is not re- 
deemable; and it is untrue, except in the bank vo- 
cabulary, to say that itisso. A single fact will 
show you the meaning of the phrase “redeemable 
notes,” and will show the value ot notes which are 


radeemable in bank parlance. On the 9th day of | 
May, 1837, every bank note in the city of New York ` 


was redeemable in specie, according to the true 
intent and meaning of the bank jargon. Not a bill 
had been refused payment—not a bank had refused 
tq pay such of its bills as were presented. On the 
10th day of May, 1837, every bank note in the city of 
New York was irredeemable—not a dollar could be 
got for it—yet, sir, was.it, in truth, worth any less on 
the J0th of May than it was the day before? The 
banks had the same specie on hand—the same 
notes of their debtors—the same property of every 
kind—the bank officers were as honest—yet, in the 
twinkling of an eye, millions of paper money, just 
such as the opponents of this bili would have you 
receive, became just such as they would have you 
wot receive; and this change, which is at all times 
liable to oecar, you bave no. means to prevent, for 


the Joca] banks are beyond your control; no fore- | 


sight can predict it, no sagacity arrest, no skill can 
Yemedy, Sir, is it the part of wisdom to collect 
your,revenue in a currency so uncertain as this, 
Which to-day is,and to-merrow is noi? Your gold and 
silver changes not; put it safe in your strong box; 
itis good to-morrow, next year, next century; it 
loses neither weight nor value; it never suspends; it 
is never irredeemable; your soldiers, and sailors, 
and workmen will not refuse it, nor will they suf- 
fer by its being below par. Put it on board your 
men of war,. and. send it around the globe; the 
country is yet undiscovered in which it is not 
known and appreciated as a valuable circulating me- 
diam. The experiment of receiving bank paper 
for. revenue has been tried, and it miserably failed. 
The Government is yet suffering on account of ihe 
peR-payment by the banks of their notes, received 
for-sewvenue, The notesof specie paying banks, notes 
kedeemable in, specie received in 1836, and depa- 
sited; with the banks, are yet unpaid; and these 
very institations, which cannot, or will not, pay 
their debis, insist, by their. friends here, that you 
should trust,them again. We are told, with some- 
ibing of a¢hackle of triampb, tbat the Jate Presi- 
dent.adopted the Siate bank deposite system, and 
pronoynced them, good and sufficient for all the 
‘purposes of d positories; and we are urged to ad- 
here to a system which he, “the noblest Roman of 
Abem all,” approved. Sis, the fact and the argument 
show ihe character of the two parties. In an evil 
hour, ihe, Democratic party yielded to the clamor 
of the banks and.merchants for the deposites, and 
erdered them to be made in the State banks. .. That 
plan failed; they have abandoned it, determined to 
trust thempo more, but to regard the economy of 
the old Scotch proverb: “.Me that cheats me once 
shame fa’ him—if he cheat me twice, shame fa’ 
me while the party which ‘‘iearns nothing and 
forgets noibing,” would “totter on in blunders to 
the last”, , A ni i 

ar Sur, there is another plan for keeping the public 
‘money,and for furnishing a circulating medium, 


and that is by a United States Bank; this, has, in | 


pne instance, been avowed to be the measure 
of the Opposition. upon thig floor; and would, I 
suppose, be generally acknowledged, were it not 


ibat such an avowal would be a blur upon the |: 


escuicceon of a party en whose banner is inscribed 
“ OFFICK, NOT PRINCIPLE.” and whose viriue, like 


that of the Veuesan women, is “not to leave une | 


done, but to keep unknown.” . |. : 

. Mr. Chairman,,if it is ia the power of experience 
ĉo. establish a truth, then is it proved beyond al! 
gyesuon that the Ugited States Bank was a failure. 
lL speak of it asa bank, and not as a Government 
agènt, supported. and susiained by the money of 
the people; and asa bank, I say it was a failure. 


I appeal to this whole country, whether from the 
time that Bank ceased to be a Government Bank; 
‘rom the moment it took a State charter; although 
he that should have known best, declared it to be 
a beticr charter than the other, and more profitabie 
to the stockholders—I say, sir, I appeal to the 
whole country, whether from that moment that 


Bank did not take the down hill oad; and al:hough | 


ia its steep-down course, he who had directed its 


destinies hitherto, deserted it, declaring it to bein || 
a prosperous conditicn—I ask whether that United ` 
States Bank, with the same capital—a better char- :! 
ter, the same d:rectors, the same field of operations, | 
is not now in ruins? And, sir, if, while that Bank : 


was the Governmentagen', it wasable to make iarge 
dividends, to pay large counsel fees to Senators 


and Congressmen, to publish large editions of poli- | 


titical electioneering pamphlets; and,1f when it ceased 
to be a Government agent, it became insoivent; 


_ is it not “confirmation strong as proof of Holy 
` Writ,” that all those immense profits and means 


of profligacy were drawn frem the Government, 
and not from its legitimate operations as a bank? 
And yet, inthe face of all these facts, a large 
party in this country is in favor of such an institu- 
tion. I should be ata loss to account fer such an 
obliquity of reason, did I 
that I could hear the leaders of that party, 


saying to each other in the language of Demetrius, | 


the silversmith: ‘Sirs, ye know that by this craft 
we have our wealth.” 

Itis further. objected to this bill, and especially 
to the specie clause, that its effect will be to esta- 
blish an exclusive metallic currency in this coan- 
try. Ifsuch a result cou'd be brought about by 
dégrees, so as to prcduce no commercial distress; 
no sadden fluctuation in prices; no unjust. effect 


upon existing contracts, it were in my opiniona |; 
And, sir, I |; 


consummation devoutly to be wished. 
rely upon the experience of the whole world, in all 


i ages, under all Governments, and under all circum- 
s'ances, for the proof of what I say, when I assert || 
that, frum.the time -that Abraham bought the | 
cave of Machpelah of Ephron,the son of Zahor,for | 

; and fifty. 


which he paid “four hundred shekels of silver, 


: durient money with the merchant,” down to the , 
present time, gold and silver have been “current | 
money” every where—-while I assert that no paper | 


money, which was not guarantied by the faith of a 
Government, ever passed as “current money” out 


of the coustry in which.is was made; and I chal: | 
lenge the friends of paper money here or elsewhere, | 


to point out that system ef paper money, whether ot 
a Government or of banks, whieh bas not failed. 
Sir, what is the objection to am exclusive metal- 
lie carrency—and I lay aside now the inconveni- 
ence of the change, whatever that inconvenience 
may be—what is the objection? Why, you are 


met at. the threshold with the cry, there is not | 


enough——not enough? Didever any ove find out 


bow much wonld. be enough? No man ever did. | 


No man ever can; and they who pretend to tell 


you with aay certainty, are, in my opinion, quacks, | 


who preseme.upon the ignorance of others, to as- 
sume a character for greater knowledge. for them- 
selves. 


our industry, enterprise, and: production, we did 


not have a fair proportion of the gold and silver in || 
the world, it would be the first instance in which | 
; the laws of trade, which, unchecked and untram- 


melled, are the laws of Gud, failed to administer 
good and ample justice. 

` Another objection to a specie currency, is its in- 
convenience of transportation. 


comes, you will remember, from those who profess 


themselves to be the hard fis:ed, hard working, log `: 
Fancy yourself, Mr. Chairman, stop- _ r ' A r è 
ping at the log cabin of a Whig, in an Iltinois |, the owner of money pay interest while he is being 
i! cheated ont of the principal. 


eabin men. 


prairie, where what is lacking in choice viands 


wiil, I dare say, be more than made up by a right i 


| hearty welcome—and the zood man of the house, i: 


who bas lately received a speech of one of his | be atleast refusing the sanction of this Goverte 


friends here, is bemoaning the wretched state of the 
country, and his own sad condition in particular— 
and, among other things, laments. that paper mo- 
ney will not pass at the land office—that he wish- 
es to enter a section of Jand adjoining his faim, 


not sometimes fancy | 
journey. 


I do not pretend to say how much is , 
enough; bat this I know, that if in proportion to ; 


for which he has the one hundred dollars of gold 
ix his chest, but that the inconvenience of trans- 
pertation is sech, that he is compelied to forego the 
purchase. You ask him how much the gold, ne- 
cessary to pay for the land weighs, and he tells you 
about five ounces! about as much as a good sized 
jack-knife! 

Mr. Chairman, this is a fancy sketch—the log 


; cabin gentry of your cities may be bent to the 


earth, under a five ounce weight—-but there is ne 
log cabin man in Illinois, and I have scema many of 
them, who would look his horse in the face, and 


` utter such an absurdity. Sir, the good people of 


this country would little know the extent of their 
misery and suffering, but for the opposition efforts 
here and elsewhere. 

There is little danger, Mr. Chairman, but that 
the merchant, who has half a million of dollars, 
which he wishesto send from New York to Charles; 
ton, will find the ways and means of doing it. 
Your concern, and mine, should be to provide, so 
far as we can, a gcod currency for the men of 
small means—a class which comprehends nine- 
tenths of the people of this country—that the man 
who has ten-dollars, and wishes to travel ten miles, 
may have that which is valuable when he sets out, 
and will not spoil before he reaches the end of his 


Most heartily do I wish that a bank note below 
the sum of twenty dollars might never again be 
seen in this country; that the hand-to-hand curren- 
cy--that in which the mechanic receives his month- 
ly, and the laborer his weekly wages—might be in 
the precious metais, upon which he would be 
eharged no discount; of which he coald lay by a 
small portion for a rainy day without fear of its 
spoiling; and in which he would no longer be the 
victim of that most current form of scoundrelism, 
counterfeit and depreciated bank paper. Sir, the 
losses by counterfeits and broken banks fall most 


| grievously ahd almost exclusively upon the poor 


man. IJdo not doubt that the merchant, who re- 
ceivesa million of dollars a year, suffers less in 
this way than the laborer, who gets but a bandred 
The first, never moves without his 
counterfeit detector and his weekly or daily list of 
broken banks; and if, by chance, he takes a bill 
which is below par, one which his deposite bank 


| will not receive, it will nevertheless answer per- 
|| fectly well to pass away to his cartman or potter, 


when Saturday night comes; and he, sir, fakes’ ft 


` to the grocer to purchase provisions for his family, 


and there suffers a deduction of five, ten, or fifteen 
percent. from his earnings. Sir, if your moneyed 
men lost as much in proportion as the workin; 

classes do by bank paper, every bank charter woul 

be repealed in six months. Does the laboring 
mati complain? ‘To whom shall he uter his com- 
plaints? To his employer, think you? He’ dare 
not: he must submit; his family must eat less, or 
perhaps starve more; another boy or girl must te 
taken from school and put to service for a bare 
living; ahd him that is cheated, wronged, defrauded, 
his hard earnings wrong from him cach Saturday 


| night by this damnable system of legalized mdi- 


rection, Monday moming’s sun -must find at 
work without a murmur, or it will find (him dis- 
charged. ae 

I would that this bill might have one half the 
effect in bringing about a metallic circulating te: 
dium that its enemfes attribute to it. I should 
then think still better of it than I do. But it will 
do something; it will at least prevent the people's 
money from being used to sustain anti-Republican 


Well, sir, let us ' institutions; it will take a little power of doing ìn- 


see what this really amounts to—and the objection ' jury from them. They can, ander this bill, no 


i| longer beat the cripple with his own crutch; they 


can no longer lend the people their own money, 
and, by their mest approved deposite system, make 


The monetary affairs of this nation will no lon- 
ger be subject to irresponsible corporations; it will 


ment to the creation, or the perpetuity of a distir.ot 


| and privileged class, formiog a moneyed aristocra- 


cy, more odious an? more dangerous than apy 


| Other aristocracy whi h ever existed, because their 


privileges are stolen from the mass of the" people, 


guar 


dane. 1840. 


967ru CONG lsr Sess. 


APPENDIX, TO, THE, CONGRESS 


Iidependent Treasury—Mr. Lucas. 


NAT, GLOBE. . 


ere 


- H. ot Reps. 


and their imnense income is an immense extor- | 


ion. This bill effects, in this most desirable re- 
form, but little; it can effect but little; the subject 
tsnot one on which you can exercise a direct and 
efficient authority; the subject is under the control 
of the State Governments. Had we the power, I 
should be in favor of doing much more than this 
pill can do,to cheek the rapid strides of the money- 


eu oligarchy; for, as I live, 1 delieve that the first ' 


civil war which this country sees, wil bea rising 
of the people to demand a restoration of their rights, 
which have been apportioned out by your legisla- 
tors among the favored Yew. And if this system is 
to go on increasing in all its blasting, withering 
influences upon the prosperity of the peopie, the 
moral character of the country, and the honor of 
your Government, the sooner that crisis ~rrives the 
better; and when it does come, may God speed the 
right. 

Mr. F. concluded his remarks at the hour of 8 
o'clock, p. m.; al which hour 

Mr. BARNARD obtained the floor; and, on his 
motion, the committee rose, and 

The House adjourned. 


SPEECH OF MR. LUCAS, 
OP VIRGINIA. i 

In the House of negated Jude, 1840—In 
Commitiee of the Whold@ on the state of the 
Union, on the bill to provdle fof the collection, 
safekeeping, transfer, anf disfursement of the 
public revenue. i f 
Mr. LUCAS addressed jth 
tially as follows: og 
Mr. Crainman: The majh object of this bill-is 
to provide for the safekeeping of the revenues of 
the Federal Government, during the intermediate 

space between the collection and.disbursement. 


commitice substan- 


These revenues, independent of those arising ua- 


der the Post Office Department, con-ist of the du- 
ties imposed on importations of foreign goods, 
which the importers pay to our custom-house offi- 
cers, Stationed atour ports, and appointed by tne 
Executive, with the advise and consent of the Se- 
nate, and held, by existing laws, to bond and 
security for the faithful performance of their da- 
ties; and, secondly, of the proceeds of our public 
lands, which are also paid into the hands of another 
set of receivers, ‘ecated at the several land offices 
esiadlishad by authority; and, also, commissioned 
by the President, with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, and held to bond and security! in like: 
manner. - Sa 


, These are the revenues from time to time- accru- . 


ing to the Gavernment, and such, sir, the sources 
from which they are derived, for the safekeeping of 
which, during the period indicated, the:-bill pro- 
poses to provide. i 

In practice these revenues have always been, 
from the foundaticn of ihe Government, ‘collected 
and received by public officers thus appointed, and, 
also, disbursed in like manner, by another sét ap- 
pointed in the same way. So that in point of fact, 
the hundreds of millions of public revenue, which 
have thus accrued since the . establishment of the 
Government, have passed through the hands-of col- 
lectors and receivers, in its collection, and then 
again, in the payment ont, through the hands of 
disbursiag officers, and thus the whole has passed 
twice through the hands ot different sets of public 
agents, and all appointed by the Executive, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate; and so must 
all that shall hereafter acsrue, wherever and how- 
ever we may provide for its safekeeping in the 
mean time. And I affirm ir this: éonnection, upon i 
the faith of our public records, that our reyenues 
have teen thus collecied and disbursed by: these 
humerous agerts, with ba: comparatively trifling less 
to Government, upon the whole amount. taking in 
and inclading the whole entire period of our histo- 
Ty; aad in this respect, this bill proposes no change, 
except to throw sem- additional guards and coun-: 
ter checks around these officers. and the mahner of- 
their discharging their duties, the better to secure 
their faithful and regular perfoi:mance, and the: 
safety of the public mcney, in its passage into and 
through their hands; and no. other change: herein’ 
than this can be made. Collecting and disburs-: 
ing office annot be dispensed with. - Collections 

2 


and d@’sbursem:nts must continue to be made thus. 


I say they must, sir, under any system which i is |} 


possible to adopt for the safekeeping of our reve- 
nurs. 
existence of the first and last United States Bink; 
and, also, during the State bank deposite sys- 
tenn. 

Now, sir, for the mode which this bill actually 
proposes. 
now place the subject fairly in one connected view 
as candor requires it should be exhibited. 

What is the plan? S:mply, sir, that the Govern- 


ment shall keep in its Treasury, which the bill will | 
e-tablish, as well as coliet and d'sburse its own | 


money by its own officers. In other words, and 
more detail, the bill provides that the Government 
revenues shall be kent, according to law, io its 
Treasury, by it to be established, and as it alwavs 
has been collected and disbursed; by its own offi- 
cers, to be appointed in the same way as those are, 


and always have been, who collect and receive it ` 


ia the first place, and as those are and always have 
been who disburse; and, to be a'so held, in like 
manner, to bond and security, for the faithful ‘per- 
formance of their duties. It next, by new provi- 


sions, prohibits them from using or loaning the | 
same—provides ru'es of rigid accountability—re- || 


quires frequent set!lements—throws every possible 
guard and check of this kind around it, to prévent 
aud detect its being uzed or loaned, which it pro- 
nounces embezzlement, and thata felony, against 
which it denounces severe punishment, declaring 
that any collector, keeper, or disbursing officer, who 
sha!l offend herein, upon due conviction, shall suf- 
fer not less than six months’, ner more than five 
years’, imprisonment ‘in the penitentiary, besides 
being subjected to a fine equal to the amount em- 
bezzied. And that the Treasury may hereafter be 
fixed and have locality, and more’ than a name, it 
declares that separate rooms, to be furnished with 
vaults and fireproof safes, shall be provided in the 
new Treasury building in this city, which shall be 
“the Treasury of the United States,” and be under 
the keeping and control of the Treasurer of the 


United States; and as the amount of revenueac- : 


cruing in the following places is large, it requires 


that like rooms, with similar vau'ts and safes, shall” 


be provided in the custom-houses at Boston, New 
York, Charleston, and St. Louis, to be under the 


“care and keeping each of a receiver general and 


assisiants; and designates the Mint at Philadel- 


phia, and the Branch Mint at New Orleans, for the | 
same purposé in those, places, and the treasurers | 


as the keepers; which, may be considered’ as 
branches, or necessarg parts cf the common ‘Frea: 


sury. While under the clause, familiarly called 


the sPeciz CLaUsE, one-fourth part’ of the revenue 
is required.to be collected in gold and silver the 
first-year, one-half the second, three‘fourths the 


third, and in Jane, 1843, the whole amount; so’ 
that from that period, the revenues of the Federal’ 
! Government will all be collected, kept, and dis- | 


bursed in the constitutional currency. 


‘This.js the Sub-Treasury, or Independent Trea-. 
sury, which this bill will provide for the safekeen- | 
ing. of the revenues of the General Government.ig | 


its own Treasury; under its own offieers, discon- 
nected from, and independent of, banks and corpo- 
rations, national or State; which will secure from 
the disasters: incident to sch union, and the evils 
of receiving bank 
evils which experience proves will inevitably fol- 


low revalsions in trade, which produce bank suspen- | 
sions, and which:are occasioned by bank expansions i 


and contractions, as cer!ainly as that the tide flows 
and ebbs. .This is what the bill will effect, which 
will only. be complying atlast with the constitu- 
tioual requisition, to collect in the only “legal ten- 
der,” which every creditor may demand, and pay 
iu che same, and to keep our money in the Trea- 
sary of the United States; for having failed so long 
so to du, we have sadly suffered. 


Why, then,,is the measure go bitterly opposed? | 


Sir, by wham, 9s it so opposed? T-will draw the 
lige: be:ween the. friends and opponents, and make 
the.is-ue direct. How stands the faq? Tne Da- 
mocaatic. party, sir, advocate il, the Whiz party 
oppose it. And what is the Whig’party for? For 
nothing, sir. That would be discreditable to their 


It was the practice before, and daring, the. 


A plain analysis of its provisions will | 
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pa'riotism. To come to the point, are not att who 
opp se it either the advoca‘es of a National Bank,’ 
or of the Sia'e bank deposite system? Is there. 
any fourth or other plan than these three?’ Noy 
sir, no-other has ever yet been heard of. 2 assume 
this pcsition as nodeniable. The Whig party, then: 
would have no United States Treasury,’ bat “a: 
Un:ted States Bank, o- a league of Staie banks; and: 
insist that the Government ougat not to coileet its” 
dues and pay its debts in the constitutional carrer 
cy, but shwuid receive and pay outpaper mcnyy 
such as these uncontrollable corporations wi I furs 
nish without limit. For the history of bants in all 
countries proves you cann‘t regulate their ‘ise. 
And such paper money as they will issue, and te- 
issue when collected, is tu be kept by the-e cctpés 
rations to use and trade upon! to be as capital, atdet 
constitute the basis of new issues—imoney that may 
be current to-day, inconvertible acd worthless ‘to 
morrow; an arrangement by which, in violation 
of the spirit of the Constitution, and of every prin- 
ciple of equality and justice, one corporation, or a 
few, to the exclusion of the great body of the peo- 
ple, are to be favored, and loaned the whole reve- 


| nue and credit of this common G:vernmnent, 


almost indefinitely—its vast treasures, its milions 
and millions! And what is the process? 

Paper money is first issued by these corpora- 
tions, then again received by them ov deposiie, to 
be thencé redrawn again into circulation in d's- 
burrements, and so on, ina circle—and all Ihis- 


' through the agency of this hard money Goverfi-| 


ment, ‘With a Constitution that ree gnises nothing. 
bat gold and silver as a legal tender—forbids” pri- 
viteged orders—requires equal laws, even-handed” 
justice, equal burdens, and which répudiatés the 
idea of special favors—an arrangement that makes 
the Govefnment, in violation of these saétéd pria» 
ciples, not oaly the receiver, depositor, and dis- 
burser of paper money, instead of the constita- 
tional currency, but the agent of these corpora- 
tions to expel it, and substitute their promissory 
notes, wheteby it becomes accessary to revulsions 
and suspensions, which visit, sir, periodically, loss 
andi suffering upon the many to favor the few. ` 

Is it strange, then, that it should wow, after all - 
that has happened from its past contection in this 


: way, with banks, and the receipt of their paper, 
| propose to retarn to the Constitution, by the álop- 
: tion of this measure?’ Why rot do so? Is it pre- 
i tended by any, itis not sanctioned by the Consti- 


stitation? Not at all, sir. On the contrary, that 
has been always universally «dmitied; ‘and ‘not 
only so, bat it has been often shown: that this is 
the véry mode of collecting and keeping’ our: 
money itlesded by ‘the framers ‘of out Con- 
stitution—-men who were too isé and jéalous of 
their liberties, to entrust the Government with the 
keéping of #s own money, if fraueht with apy of 
thé dangers asserted. Sir, whatever'doubt there 
may ‘exist about the constructive power under the 
Cénstitdtion ta incorporate.a bank, ‘there: can be: 
noné about the intention: of its frames. There 
cannot possibly be thé shadow of a! doubt, that-i¢ 
was not intended by ‘hem we should creme a Na- 
tional Bank; for the peeo came upi inthe 
Cénvention in sevéral ‘shapes, and’ was ircjeéted 
each tiine. The “power to emit bills of credit.» 
beifig inserted in the original draft of the Constitu- 
tion, these words were expres-ly strieken:out and 
rejected. by a vote of 9 States to:3. (See pige 
1343,:Madison papers, vol. 3; and. pages: 3354, 
1576, and 1577.) Where the propcsitiin the pews 
er togrant charters of incorporation 4nd ania ‘wen@¥ 
pient‘to the: same to create a bank was pasitively: 
rejected by 8 States to 3. AE a 

The fact that we have created two National 
Banks, claiming the power by ympbeanon; in the 
teeth of these repeated rejections ‘ofthe preposi- 
tion to confer the power, does net confhret with my 
position, that the framers of, the Constitution aid 
notin fact intend to give the rivht, and d'd not 
graht i; from whch it necessarily follows, thet 
they did not and could net bave intended that onr 
rational treasure should be kept in a National 
Bahk, because they could not have intended it 
should be keptin an institution which they not only 
did’ not design to give the Government power to 
create, but thus actually refused to grant it. And 
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it is equally clear, that they did not intend 
oer revenues should be kept in State banks. 
The rejection of the proposition to invest 
power to create a bank or corpcrations, ap- 
plies to them with no ices conclusivencss. 
They intended to confer no power on this Govern- 
ment to create banks at all,or to make paper mv- 
pey, and sc none to create banks fer itseli, or for 
the States, or to compel th: States to create for 
themselves; then they could not have intended our 
Federal revenues should be kept in institutions of 
the States, which they meant to give this Govern- 
ment Ro power to create, and none to compel the 
Sxates, and which the States might not choose to 
create, or if they did, not to continue, or if they 
did, might refuse to let this Government use. It 
is thas equally clear, the framers of Constitution 
did not inten ì this Government to keep its money, 
either in a National ©: < or State banks, and as 
perfectly certain tha. azy did intend that it should 
be kept in “the Treasury of the United States.” 
Aad bow keep it there, without having one, and 
bow then, except in the manner proposed by this 
bill, in vaults and safes, and by and under the ne- 
ovesary number of officers constitutionally appointed? 
I then take my stand on this demonsiration of in- 
tention, and say to the opponents of this measure, 
the authors of the Government, who they admit 
were wise, prudent men, considered this a conve- 
nient, a proper, and a safe mode, which they 
denounced, and the very one that should be adopted. 
m accordingly, in the first Congress, passed 
a lw 
gold and silver, 
of July, 1789, which directed “that the duties 
aad fees to be collected by virtue of this act shal! 
be received in gold and silver eoin only,” &c. 
They then felt no apprehensions about this ex- 
tension of Executive patronage which seems so 
mach to disturb the present Whig party. Such 
feara had no place in their patriotic bosoms. 
They feared a National Bank and the evils of pa- 
r money; they dreaded these, and refused the 
vernment power to create the one or emit the 
other. Whence come, then, these dire appari- 
tions? Are they the effects of the Bank distil- 
lations infused into the heart of the body politic 
since those purer days? What else but hallucina- 
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oar revennes to be collected in : 
I refer to tbeact of the 3lst | 


tion springing from sach a source, inspire argu- | 


ments such as we hear, which, carried to their 
conclusions, would deny that tbis hard money 


Government could exist a year in safety, or the | 


people prosper, without a Nationa’ Bank, or State 
banks, which its wise founders denied it the 
power to create or use, to keep its money for it 
and tomake it to boot—arguments that would 
prove, if true, in the face of history, no ancient 
world of nations existed, and some free, and 
with Governments Democratic to a fault, and that 
a majority of modern times do not now exist with- 


ment, to enlarge its sphere and extend its origi- 
nal powers, and thus change it from what it was, 
and was intended to be, by its framers, into what 


ia his memoirs. I will not st-p to read it. 

Let me then tell the honorable genileman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Cusuinc] that Mr. Woodbury, 
in his report from which he quoted, does not say, 
as he intimates, “that Alexander Hamilton origi- 
nated the idea of the Sub-Treasury”—not at all: 
Mr. Woodbury only states that Mr. Hamilton re- 
commended something similar. Sir, Alexander Ha- 
milton violated the Constitution and the positive 
law of the 31st of July, 1789, and substituted bank 
agency and bank paper. The idea of a Govern- 
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i they always wished it to be. An account of the get- 
ting ap of the first United States Bank, and the | 


means, ‘s given by Mr. Jefferson, and to be found © 


ment keeping its money by individual officers, 1s al- , 


most as old as the world. It began when Govern- 
ments commenced; and that honorable and very 


i learned gentleman should know it continued to be 
- the only mode in use, for ages before banks or pa- 


: revenues. 


ont banks and paper money—arguments that. | 


would prove, if trae, that we could not find. 
honest men to keep Government money in palaces 
or “log cabins” unti! we make them bank men, 
bank officers, and bank keepers! a 
We know how, and by whom. this constiu- 
tional requisition and duty of the Government to 
collect its revenues in gold and silver, and keep 
it without the aid of bank corporations, was first 
violated, and paper money and State bank agency 
introduced, and how afterwards a: National Bank 
was gol up, and its paper and agency substituted. 
We all know Alexander Hamilton, in a few days 
after the passage of the act of September, 1789, 


by the first Congress, creating the Treasury De- | 
partment, was appointed Secretary, and, ina few | 


days after, in violation of the Constitution and of 
the law of the 3lst of July preceding, already re- 
cited, issued his circular to the collector at Balti- 
mor, to receive the notes of the Bank of North 
America, and of the Bank of New York, in pay- 
meat of the revenue, “as equivalent to gold and 
silver;” and how, in 1791, he succeeded in getting 
op the first United States Bink by his intrigues 
and infiuence over sme of his followers, because 
he and they had a specniation to serve, and went 
for beilding ap the British banking s.stem and 
vs appendages in this country; aud, by chaining 
them faa io the wheels of the Federal Govern- 


|| sureties, if any, will fall upon the millions of the 


per money were thought of. Here, it began with 
our Government, and was put into operation by the 
breath that breathed entity into our free Constitu- 
tion, after freeing us from monarchical thraldom 
and dangerous practices. What is there in this 
measure, then, to frighten us, more than the sages 
of the Revolution saw in it? Nothing, sir, nothing. 
Why should there be? Is it pretended that Ameri- 
cans of this generation are less honest and 
trustworthy than every people of the ancient, 
anda majority of the modern world? Who rises 
with this sentiment? Who casts such reproach 
upon his countrymen? This Government reposes 
on the virtue of the people. Democracy confides 
in men, and not so much in moneyed corporations, 
whose tendencies ge to corrapt. Ours is a Go- 
vernment of the people, and its beauty, its practica- 
bility, its strength, and its supericrity, consist in 
ita representative feature. The people are so- 
vereign, and the source of power; but how do they 
govern themselves? How manage their public 
affajrs? Need we be told, they appoint from among 
the mass, representatives agents for a term, to le- 


gilate within the pale of the Consti:ation, whom ` 


they entrust to administer Government, and even 
to make laws affecting life, liberty, and property? 
Sir, even the sword and the purse, and the question 
of peace and war, are thus confided for the time 
being, to these trusted agents. And from the 
passage of this bill, this law, which any subsequent 


Congress may repeal,the people have nothing to fear. ' 


Bat let us not charter a National Bank, in viola- 
tion of the Constitution, with immense capital and 
a charter torun for twenty or thirty years, and irre- 


pealable for that time, to make and regulate our | 
| currency, and tg hold control, to boot, of our vast | 
Do this, and in my opinion, it will not | 
only regulate our money matters, the prices of la- © 


bor and property, but rule the country and control 
its destinies. 


them? 
all trusts are liable to be abused. Government itself, 


and even ours, the best on earth, or that everexisted, ; 
is like a necessary evi}, and every power and of- . 
fice under it, liable to be abused. But is this to ; 


be urged against the continuance of our wise sys- 


| tem of free Government? We must use human | 
To bring | 
What are banks? . 


agency in the keeping of our revenues. 
the question to the practical test: 
Who compose them? Who keep them and their 


revenues, which, like those of the Government, all — 
come from the people. It is but a different mode of . 


taxation. Do bank officers never rob and run off? 


And if a bank may be supposed to have more . 


ample means than an individual Sub-Treasurer 
and his securities, which I am not disposed to grant, 
as nothing but their stock in trade is bound for 
their paper and debts, yet upon whom falls the 
Joss, in case of defalcation by a bank officer? Must 
it not be made up at the sacrifice of it stockholders 
and note holders, and thus fall upon the few? 
While in the ease of a Sub-Treasnrer, the deficit, 
after the exhanstion of the means of himself and 


There have occured fraudsin the 
collection, keeping, and disbursement of public mo- | 
neys, by individual officers, here and in all coun- ` 
tries. But what of it? We cannot dispense with . 
We must use human agency, though ` 
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people, composing the nation, and so be but a drop 
to each. 

But leaving the comparison, as to the honesty 
and means ef banks and individual officers, to be 
settled as it may, the great matter is, how stands 
the great question of expediency and general safety? 
Banks, from their very nature .and business, all 
having generally from four to five paper dollars 
out, toevery one in their vaults in specie, to redeem 
with, cannct be safe depositories; nor cap it be 
expedient to make them the depositories of our reve- 
nues. ‘ 

They are liable to the hazards of mismanage- 
ment, and the consequences of overtrading, into 
which the strongest instincts of our nature are ever 
plunging them, to increase their profits. They are 
running a careering race of gain, upon the same 
fluctuating current, without any certain steerage. 
Blind fortune governs all. They generally expand 
and contract under the same influences, and sus- 
pend and explode together from the same causes. 
They are exposed to the common disasters of their 
connection with each other and with commerce 
and trade, the fluctuations in the current of which 
depend much upon the seasons of the year, which 
they cannot foresee, guard against, or control. No, 
sir, they cannot escape the revulsions in that uncer- 
tain current upon which they float, and which ez- 
perience proves are frequently occurring, bringing 
upon banks, and those engaged in trade, and the 
common mass alike, panics, suspensions, and lorses; 
and whether they come in peace or war, these re- 
valsions, I affirm, have their origin in banking and 
the paper money system, and the unrestrained and 
abused species of credit growing out of them. Tn- 
deed in this country so lightly do all banking insti- 
tutions rest upon the bosom of their element that 
one adverse blast may suspend them—the disas- 


- trous consequences of which event, in a country 


; that trasts almost entirely to them for its circulating 


medium, as all must where they exist, as bank pa- 
per expels specie, are indescribably oppressive to 
the poor laboring mass, constituting the bulk of the 
population. With us, experience proves these re- 
vulsions occur often and suddenly, and that they 
are becoming more frequent and terrible as banks 
and paper money increase, and the credit system 
which they foster, is extended, which marks the 
source of the evil. Banks in the United States 
have lately increased beyond all precedent, being 
now double what they were only some eight years 
ago, and far beyond the increase of our population 
and résources; and this is owing mainly to the 
gambling spirit which overbanking engenders, 
which ia another evidence of the source of these 
revulsions. Another alarming danger is, that they 
not only increase, but they perpetuate their own 
power, as they expel specie; and they will con- 
tinue to do so to a more alarming extent if made 
the depositories of our vast revenues. The mea- 
sure under consideration will interpose a conside- 
rable check to these evils—will tend to restrain 
overbanking and overtrading, compel banks and 
merchants always to keep a constant supply of 
specie to meet the revenue daties, which will keep 
specie in the country for the basis of the paper cir- 
culation and commen use. 

These revulsions, I say, are becoming more fre- 
quent and disastrous as these causes increase, and 
as our commerce expands and becomes more in- 
volved, and especially with England and her bank- 
ing and credit systems, with which ours is con- 
nected, and but a part. And since the use of the 
application of steam navigation on the ocean, it will 
become more and more so, and our system more 
closely united and dependent. That, sir, is already 
fast overcoming space and time, and actually draw- 
ing the whole business of both countries into one 
great whirlpool, by which connection we are al- 
ready brought to an alarming extent under the 
control of the Bank of England. Nothing, Mr. 
Chairman, is more true, end nothing nore ap- 
palling! 

To this connection and control over us, we trace 
the impulsive causes which browshi upon us the 
suspension ia May, 1837, which dissolved the 
financial connection beiween the Banks and the 
Government, with between thirty and forty millions 
of whose money, consisting of their own notes, 


- menced in England. 


June, 1840. 
26rn CONG... LST SESS. 


which instantly became inconvertible and irredeem- 
able, they suddenly let down, and left the Govern- 
ment to stop also, for the want of funds; a thing 
unprecedented in history, which it was that induced | 
the President to recommend the adoption of the re- 
medy under consideration. Sir, what were the 
causes of that revu'sion? Does any one now doubt | 


but that it was overbanking, stimulating over- | 


trading in Engiand and this country, that led to 
that catastrophe? Of these impulses, and the con- | 
sequences in England, of this overbanking and 
trading there, and of the disesiers, we have a glow- |: 
ing description in the Manchester report, (extracts 
from which Mr. L. here said he would include ia 
his speech, if he wrote it cut.) | 
* In this country, we ail koow the stimulating 
causes, We know the one hundred and fifty or . 
one hundred and sixty millions of State stocks from 
time to time thrown into the foreign market, with 
our enormous revenues arising under our high ta- 
riff, which poured their flood into the deposi e banks 
at the rate of so many millions, and which was | 


swelled by the overbanking and overtrading in | 
Eng'and, ani by the course of the United States 
Bank co-operating heie, led to and filled the tide 
that overwhelmed us. Recorded facts prove this. 
The average excess of our imports over exports 
fiom 1832 to 1837, was about twenty-four millions 
each year, and some fifty millions in 1836 alone, 
with an excess of at least eight millions of specie, | 
flowing ia annually during the same period, drained ; 
partly from the Bank of England, and the return, , 
this excess of specie in part of the sales of State | 
stocks, while the balance no doubt came in mer- | 
chandise, through the contrivance of the banks, and j 
helped to swell the amount of the tariff daties. | 

-These vast revenues, flowing into the deposits 
banks, stimulated and enabled them to extend their | 
circulation and discounts, with the co-operation of | 
the United States Bank, to almost an incredibie | 
amount. For, ill-fated policy led to the insertion 
of a provision in the law which not merely invited, - 


but as it were, compelled the deposite banks to ex- || 
pand. The same causes started up new banks | 


throughout the Union—and.all alike extended their 
circulation and discounts until every branch of ' 
business was overdone, and every channel of trade | 
ful to overbowing. The wiidest speculations were 
projected. Men every where became rabid for gain, 
and the whole country rife with speculation. The 
sales of the public lands increased from some eleven 
millions ia 1833 and 1834, to some 
in 1835 and 1336, and the last year (1836) were 
about twenty-four millions: and the excess of our 
imports over exports, also amounted that year to 
some fifty millions, as before mentioned. Still spe- 
culators could be seen flucuing around our wild do- 
main. This was the process. Borrowing of banks, | 
baying with their paper, paying in the same, and the | 
| 


deposite banks receiving and reissuing on the same, 
in an endless circle, which threatened toexhaust the 
whole, and to convert it into worthless bank paper | 
in exchange, till General Jackson issued the specie 
circular, that much denounced measure, productive 
of sə much good, which put astop to the process. 
In this situation of affairs of bloated prosperity 
and redundant paper currency, a revulsion com- 
The Bank of England be- 
gan to contraci—the other banks were, in turn, 
seized with panic—suddenly, every interest and 
every branch of trade was suffering paralysis, till 
the whole kingdom was seen writhing under the | 
torturing operation of a general contraction, begun 
by the great regulator, the Bank of England, and | 
followed by the rest. The revulsion, as depicted 
inthe Manchester report, was awtul. Its effects 
immediately reach us; the chord of sympathy anit- | 
ing our systems violently vibrates; suddenly, to the 
utter surprise of the great interior of the country, 
alarm begins in this country; presently, some of the 
most extensive mercantile and manutacturing esta- | 
blishments, and many of the principal houses and 
firms in New York, Philadelphia, and the rest of 
our cities along the great chart of trade, begin to 
tolter and fall, dragging down with their crash hun- 
dreds and thousands, some failing for thousands, 
Some for -+ hundreds of thousands, and not 
a few for millions and millions! The great 
agricultural mass, and other laboring classes, com- | 
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posing the great body of the nation, who personal- 
ly have nothing to do with banks, neversee inside of 
them, but are engaged at home, in peace and quiet, 
earning their bread by the sweat of their brow, are 
aroused as from adream. They know not what is the 
cause, but the city papers have brought them the 
news; the next arrival brings the account of a suspen- 
sion of the banks. And what was the acting agency 
forcing on the scene. Simply as I have said, over- 
banking and trading had taken place in England 
and this country, which from our connected bank- 
ing and credit systems, and our commercial rela- 
tions, must necessarily happen; and the shock 
having commenced in England, by the course of 
the bank of England as just described, the thing 
is ineviiable. Our banks seeing the coming storm, 
have prepared to meetit. They have overbanked 
like the banks in England, and must follow their 
example—accord:ngly, with our great regular at 
their head, they simultaneously ceased to disccunt, 


and commenced curtailing and contracting; they | 


have from four to ten paper dollars out, for every 
dollar of specie ia their vaults; they refuse further 


loans, and call in their paper and debts, and their | 


customers, in debt, many of them, at home and 
abroad, thus cut off, on the one hand, and pressed 
on the other, must stop business; and as one push 
makes more, so one stop makes many. The rush 
commerces—the crash begins—the scene of roin 
widens over the Union; thus from country to coun- 
try, from city to city, from house to house, and 
from man to man, in almost an endless chain, 
till distress and bankrupcy overwhelm almost 
without number. Thenis ripened a plentiful har- 
vest; forced sales of the unfortunate poor begin; at 
which speculators, and the few tco rich to be much 
affected, fatten on the spoils of these bank brok 
victims. They more than repair their losses 
out of the suffering pcor. And what shall stop 
the scene? Nothing, sir, not evea in this free land. 
As well you attempt to allay the raging sea at tull 
tide, with a pebble, as pass stay laws. It mast 
turn its course. It must calm itself. The banks 
must have their time to resume, which they ¢an- 
not do, till they continue long enough the applica- 
tion of the torturisg screw, to call in their paper 
and debis, and replenish their specie. They are 
above all law. You dare notcompel them to re- 
same at once. They would grind their debtors, 
and their paper depreciate to nothing. They will 
resume in their own time, whiclf means when tkey 
get ready, which’sometimes means, just when they 
please, to suit the state of politics. In the mean 
time the country must writhe out its year or more 
of agony, which produces an awful ebb in the tide 
of business and the prosperity of the whole nation, 
and a wofulebb in the fortanes and prospects of 
thousands and theusands, with no returning flow. 
They may date their ruin back to the the crisis, 
and drag out the rest of life in poverty. And 
without reform, what better is there ia prospect? 
How often shall we have suspensions after suspen- 
sions, 

But honorabie gentlemen may urge, thoughI am 
not aware that it has yet been, that as the deposite 
banks, wiih the indulgence that was extended them 
and the merchan!s Oa their bonds at the called ses- 
sion, have been able able lo pay up since, without 
loss to Government in the end, the argument 
against the deposite system has little force. 

But will any honorable gentleman tell me, if the 
Government had not given them time, how much 
we should then have lost—how many banks and 
merchants would have failed—and what wonld 
have been the full extent of bank paper deprecia- 
tion throughout the Union? And if the Adminis- 
tration had cared only for itself and office holders, 
as so often charged, and if its principles and policy 
led it to war on the banks and the credit system, 
and “to take care of iiself, and leave the people to 
take care of themselves,” weuld the President have 
recommended, and “the party” have passed, re- 
lief Jaws for these delinquent banks and mer- 
chants? 

And if we had not done this, I ask, what would 
the people have suffered, saying nothing about loss 
to Government, in addition to what they actually 
did suffer from that bank catastrophe? Can any 
man estimate i? But, sir, I stop not here, In 


talking about losses sustained by Government from 
its past connection with banks, by defaleations, and 
from the receipt of depreciated bank paper, in pay- 
ment of its revenues, in comparison with its losses 
by collecting and disbursing officers, and document 
No. 10, of this House last Congress, with the re- 
port cf the Committee of Ways and Means there- 
in referred to, of 1830, from Mr. McDuffie, shows 
that the losses by the banks have been the greatest. 
I ask any gentleman to tell me, as I am not for 
separating the Government from the people, nor 
their losses, what the people “have suffered alto- 
gether, first and last, from repeated bank suspen- 
sions, broken banks, depreciated bank paper, de- 
rangement in the cutrency, and sudden falls in 
prices of produce, labor, and property? I ask, but 
I expect no answer, Who could estimate the 


whole amount, or even the interest? I do not look . 


back to the days of the Revolution to include the 
three hundred millions of paper (I give the lowest 
estimate) that perished on the hands of our fathers. 
Let the losses during that trying struggle pass for- 
gotten, 
successive expansions, contractions, and suspen- 
sions up to the present—say the expansions in 
1814, 1817, 1818, 1823, 1831, and 1834, and those 
since. Every body must remember these, and the 
ruinous contractions which followed. Mr. Galla- 
tin’s report at the Philadelphia convention states 
that no less than 165 banks broke and blew up 
from 1811 to 1830. He does not state how many 
millions of paper dollars they altogether had out, 
that died on the hands of the unfortunate holders, 
and no one knows; but all must know the amount 
was enormous! Buat the report of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, by Mr. McDuffie, of 1830, 
informs us— 


“The Goverament bosrowed, during the short period of the , 


war, eighty millions of dollars, at an average discount of 15 per 
cent.; giving certificates of stock, amountiug to eighty millions 
of dollars, in exchange for sixty-eight millions of dollars, in such 
bank paper as could be obtained, In this statement Treasury 
notes are considered as stock of 20 per cent discount. Upon the 
very face of the transaction, therefore, there wasa loss of twelve 
millions of dollars.” &c. 


The report again proceeds : . 

“But the sum of sixty-eigkt millions of dollars received by 
the Government, was in a depreciated currency, not more than 
half as valuable as that in which the stock given in exchange for 
it has been, and will be, redeemed. Here, then, is a loss, of 
thirty-four millions, resulting incontestably from the deprecia- 
tion of the currency, making, with the sum lost by the dis- 
count, forty-six millions of dollars.” 

And the said document, No. 10, proves our whcle 
losses by public officers only some eight millions 
alicgether. These were losses to ihe Govérnment 
only. , . . 
But, I ask, what have been the losses of the peo- 
ple? How many thousands were caught in each 
net drawn by each contraction after an expansion, 
and what the amount of loss upon the whole, and 
what the suffering in every form? Look at the mil- 
lions and millions of property of every kind in the 
whole country—the multiplicity of contacts and 
transactions between man and man, including sales 
and purchases of land, and all kinds ef property; 
and the vast amount of demands and debts eĘxiste 
ing between so many people at each crisis; and the 
course of business, and the sudden fail of prices, 
Baying on credit when every thing was high, by 
reason of the undue expansion, making money 
plenty, and bloating prices, and having to pay. 
when the contraction followed, and prices fell, with | 
the scarcity of money; one creditor, then, breaking 
up his debtor, and he himself, in turn, being bro- 
ken up by another, and so on, through the length- 
ened train of thousands and thousands. ee 

The honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Ramsey] gave us the other day an account of 
the scenes in his State, as set surth in a report to 
the Legislature. Jt seems some thirty banks, on | 
one occasien, were created in that State at a time; 
and the honorable gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
UnpeRwoop] who preceded me. also informed us 
how it was in his State, where, he says, about forty 
odd banks were made at one session, about the. 
same period. And you, sir, well remember how it , 
was in Virginia. In my native county, I recollect | 
lands ranging during the expansion from fifty to. 
seventy dcllars per acre, suddenly fell toa r 
of from fifteen to thirty dollars per acre, and the 
prices of every thing in proportiun. Men bought 
during the expansion, and improved, afier paying 


I ouly go back to 1811, and include the. 
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half the porchase in cash, and in a short time, 


wheb contraction came, had the same farms sold 
from them, under trast deeds, to the vendors for 
the bilance, without satiifying it, even with their 
jrhprovements in. They lest what they had paid, 
Jost the land, and their improvements, and were 
broketi up; and nota few transferred from their 
néw homes to the public jail! And it appears it was 
even worse in Pennsylvania and Kentucky, where 
they had made more banks. 

“Sir, could the records of this whole land, of all 
the coarts inthe country, and the memories of all 
the saffefers and victims of bank sacrifice, cover- 
img the whole period sitce 1811, and taking in 
each crisis, be drawn upon for: the simple facts as 
they occurred, and the amount of losses and every 
case of suffering be pat dowa in parallel columnas 
in éne vast book; one side presenting the number 
of stits, judgments, and executions, with the gross 

mounts of.eacb, costs and fees included; the 
other, each case of calamitous issue thus produced, 


not of record in court, but in sad memory, if such | 


a thing’ could be done, and that mighty book could 
bë spread “cut in our midst this moment, in this 
half, if this spacious hall could hold such a book, 
edbld bororable ‘gentlemen have the heart to look 
upah that vast book, and the amount, and stand 
up hete and tantalize us, and denonnce a measare 
iritended to save the revenues of the Government 
ffdm disastef, and interpose some check upon these 


contractions, and 
scenes!’ Ah! sir, if such a book could be spread 
out before the body of ibe people—the great 

ing” classes, who lived by their labor— 


havé nothing to do with banis, and with whom the 


banks will have nothing to do—whko never inside of 
rea ar the bank built palaces of the rich, who 
lited off of their labor alone—how long, think you, 
sir, theit . patence ‘ge bear, afier we had told 
thém ‘honestly the whole truth, that it is the laborin 
mass at Jast, that suffers most, by. the working an 
and do æn of this miserable system, such as no other 
ecuntry has ever tolerated; for it is better in Eng- 
land}. Take the last ‘twenty-eight years, and the 
ition of. these scenes is without a parallel.in the 
history of: twe world. Sir, by the operation of this 
system, ahd even under the reign of the boasted 
regulator, I uniiesitatiagly say, thousands and 
thousands have been consigned, at each successive 
suspetision, without crime or fault, to bankrup'cy, 
poorhouses, and pri-ons, and their innocent tam’- 


lreS to beggary, in this free and wide spread land of | 


plenty! I assert, sir, that by every suspensicn from 


1§i4 to’ the present, millions of property at | 


each? crisis have passed, by tke 
boring classes, rained by the sudden contractions of 
these privileged corporations, owned by a few, into 
the hands of speculators, who labor not at all, or 
of those who were so rich, that when property fell 
owe half in'price, stilt had the means at their com- 
mand to bay and repzir their losses out of the sacri- 
ficed ‘property of tncse whose all was little, and 
that sold under the hammer. I mean the laboring 
pour, who, when their all is thus swept, yet must 
Meet ih the face the misery of low wages, for 
Jages ati such times, in the géneral decline of 
ptices, are the firgt to tall. I repeat it, the natural, 
necédsdry “Working of the system is, ander these 
sudden changes, to transfer the property of the la- 
böring classes mio the hauds of speculators, and 
those of the rich. As wages fail first, those de- 
pendent on their labor are the first to get in debt, 
tife: first sold out, and the very elass withoat means 
td'biry, and “who feel keenest and deepest when 
thus beggared, the ilis of low wages, while the spe- 
clawr buys their sacrificed property, and grows 
rieft- by me next-expansion by holding on; so the 
1ičh, who Hhve múch, retain what they have, and 
répatr ‘iheir ‘losses ky buying bargains ‘at sates. 
This is the necessary operation of a system that fa- 
vork the féw: with loans, and robs first, and then 
ruing the many. What has made so many rich 
and sọ many poor; in your large cites? What has 
eohverted: half cu people almost into speculator.? 
Wiit'has swetled the fortunes of a few in England 
into mijHunis, and made paupers of about one-third 
of ker entire population, and is doing the sam 
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thing in our bank cities, but the working of this 
open and shut system, from all connection w.th 
which this bill propo -es to relieve this Government, 
and to remedy, to some good degree, the fuctua- 
tions of the system itseli? ; 

These suspensions have occurred in this country, 
and all since 1816, under the regulation of the 
United States Bank, when no act of this Govern- 
ment, up to 1833, was ever blamed as producing 
them—when there was no removal of the deposites, 
and no specie circular, but when banks had the 
furnishing and regulation of the currency, and the 
keeping of our vast revenues, to trade npon free of 
charge, to aid ‘heir system of favoritism, to make 
“the rich richer, and the peor poorer.” 

Who, then, is for the readoption of the State bank 
deposite system? The Whig party? Has a single 
gentleman come out for il? Nu, sir; notone. What 
party opposed its inceptive introduction at the time 
of the removal of the deposites from the United 
States Bank into them? They afterwards opposed 
the passage of the law to regulate the system. They 
denonnced it afterwards as “the pet bank system,” 
and predicted it would fail and explode, as it did. 
And it is matter of history that they timely sought, 
with the aid of a portion of the Democratic party, 
to secure the recharter of the United States Bank, 
which lent its vast power and patronage to carry 
the measure. Its expansions and contractions, and 


, i the writhing of the people under the screw at the 
banks, to prevent these expansions and ruinous |; 
the recurrence of similar ; 


critical moment, is not forgottem; nor the sabse- 
quent conduct of that institution to defeat the re- 


: election of Gen. Jackson, who, after the act to re- | 
i charter was carried through both branches of Cun- 
; gress, put his veto upon it, which the people rati- 
| fied by re-eleciing him by an overwhelming ma- 


jority. 

What did the Whig party next do after this veto, 
for which act they denounced the ‘hero of two 
wars,” and the President of the people, asa ty- 
rant and despot? Did they fall into the support of 
of the denounced pet bank system? Never, sir, 
till it had failed and exploded, and fulfilled their 
prediction, and was abandoned, from necessity, by 
the Democratic party, and this Independent Trea- 


sary recommended and taken up. They then, as 


if disbelieving in their own predictions, at the mo- 
ment of their fulfilment, opposed the Sub-Treasury, 
without presentirg any scheme, or avo wing them- 
selves for the deposite system or a National Bank. 
But they cpposed the Sub-Treasury, and doubtless 


| the mass of ihe pariy, with their great leader, pre- 


ferred the Sta‘e bank system to it. And why? Be- 
cause they viewed it, as he declared he did, asa 


! convenient “half-way-house” to a National Bank; | 
process, |! 
and the greatest portion of the whole, frem the la- | 


because they believed it would fail again, and end 
in that? No, sir, that party never has been for the 


pet bank system, bat has looked forward with | 


anxiety to another National Bank. That party, 
aided by a portion of the Democracy, about the 
expiration of the charter of the late bank, procurcd 
an act from the Legislature of Pennsylvania, con- 
tinumg its existerice, with the same name, with the 
addition of Pennsylvania, the same capital, the 
same stockholders, with imcreased powers and pri- 


where so much of its capital was, and still is held. 
There, where ruled, ard now rolesits great proto- 
type, in that ‘sea-girt isle,” where rolls around the 
bank-built palaces of the few perpetually, the tide 


of wealth, drawn from the labor of the many—the |! 
-Jaboring poor, who toil sixteen hours out of the 
twenty-four each day, to gain a mere living, leav- | 


ing a pauper list of millions groaning in squalid po- 
verty, dependent on the scanty crumbs of public 
and private bounty, for existence, under “hope de- 
ferred.” A state of things, I again say, our bank- 
ing and itscredit system is beginning to present here, 
in our large cities, where banks and money have 
sway, aid but for the length and breadth of our 
rich and cheap domain, would grind their victims 
with more facility, owing io the greater density of 
popniation that would havé grown up. This prt 
instimtion was thus continued, and glory was 
claimed for the triumph. It was still to be the ba- 
lance wheel of the paper and credit sys'em, and 


| bill, which the people approved. 
' hand, there lay before his eyes the present “regu- 
_ lator” prostrate in its seif made ruin, beneath its 
| owa rebound. The State bank deposite system: 


| under the circumstances, 
| sion had been too signal, and the- immediate cause 
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great regulator of the currency; and was even pro- 
nounced by its distinguished president, “stronger 
than before.” 

Yet, after this grand flourish, and after its great 
head had even prac.ously announced, moreover, 
the restoration of peace between the two contend- 
ing parties, his bank and this Gqvernment, soon 
came thé grand suspension, in May, 1837; and the 
Government of th:s Republic was, by the catastro- 
phe, brought, almost in a day, by a bank crisis, to 
a sudden pause in its course, with between thirty 
and forty millions of revenue on hand. And 
where would honorable gentlemen tell the world it 
was? Why, in the Treasury of the United States! 
Yes, sir, with this immense amount of reve- 
nue, and all the world at peace, and when, 
just before, the times were most prosperous— 


' nothing but one universal gale of prosperity seen 


setling in from every quarter, and earth teeming 
with a superabundance of every production—at 
such a lime as this, the country is convalscd, and 
Government itself brought to the point of stupping, 
as it were in an hour, with this great regulator, 
timely chartered, and continued without a mo» 
ment’s suspense, in full power and operation, and 
this Goverament, the while, sustaining and cherish- 
ing your select, best State banks, with its vast re- 
venues! 

In this state of things, the President was obliged 
to call Congress together to devise and provide re- 
lief for Government, banks, and people. He did 
so, and recommended indulgence to these delin- 
quent banks, and to the merchants, and the is- 
suing of Treasury notes, on its credit, to enable 
itto do this; and, to secure the Government in fu- 
ture, in peace and war, from similar catastrophes, 
he urged a perpetual divorce between Government 
and banks, and the measure proposed, in this bill; 
an alternative thus forced: upen the Government, 
as it were, by the banks and merchants, fer, by 
that state of things which they had brought on 
the country, the Government, and themselves, it 
became necessary. 

- And what else could he do? He could not re- 
commend a National Bank. He had just come 
into office under a solemn pledge, that he beld this 
Government had no constitutional right to create 
such an institution. So’ both his oath and his ho- 
nor forbade. Besides, he came in pledged ‘‘ 0 tread 
in the footsteps” of him who had vetoed a babk 
On the other 


he could not recommend the readoption of that, 
Its failure and explo- 


ot the state of things, which call for remedy. ` Hè 
could not presume his own party friends in favor 


| of its readoption, and surely not the Whig party. 


Well, sir, acts were passed relieving the deposite 


i: banks and the merchants, by giving them the time 


and indulgence which they themselves cesired. 
Treasury no'es were issued to keep the Govern- 


| ment in motion, to pay the civil list, the pension- 
vileges, and the same president and other officers |i 
| retained, and feven its «ld books, that it might go 
right on; and it did, and shortly after, armed itself ji 
still further, by establishing a new agency abroad, /: 

| country; and these banks and merchants were quite 


ers, and our army and navy. All this was done; 
yet the party to which these banks and merchants 
chiefly belong, afterwards charged the Govern ment 
would do nothiog to relieve the distress in the 


the loudest in complaint and abuse. 
Most wofully, then, and I reproclaim it to.the 


; country, has the State bank deposite system failed; 


and what agaiù is their condition at presen? And 
worse than all, this continued U. ited States Bank, 
though asthoritatively pronounced stronger than 
before, was about the first, in May, 183% and since, 
to suspend. Instead of regalating the currency and 
exchanges and State banks, and saving all, it sinks 
in their midst, when there appeared universal pros- 
perity reigning throughout the land, into suspen- 
sion, if not insolvency; and was, as strongly sus- 
pec-ed, the cause of dragging the whole into the vor- 
tex! Yet, the Whig party is for another United 
States “regulator; for to this complexion has it 
come, and must come, whatever reserve and si- 
lence be maintained. Nay, 1 take the proposition 
of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Porr] as the 
proposition of the party. His two colleagues [Mr. 
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Wrote and Mr. UnpeRwoop] have come out boldly 
in their speeches in favor of a National Bank, and 
the argument of every gent'emaa, who has spoken 
against this bill, was to the same effect. The great 
issue, thea, is Sub-Treasury or United States Bank. 
This is the mighty question to be decided here, and 
to be again passed on by thecountry. For one, [have 
aheady said envugh, and shall add but little more, 
upon the coss!ituuonal question. But, if I could 
believe we ha! the constiiutional right, I am utterly 
oppa-ed io the creation cf such an institution. If 
jt has power for good, so it will for evil. If it can 
regulate the currency, it is most unwise for a free 
peuple to delegate to a corporation of a few men that 
vast power, instead of retaining it in the people. If 
itean do that, it caa ceutrol the basiness of the 
country, and the fortunes of all, and will favor the 
Jew, 'o the prejudice of the many. When you place 
under its control the regalation of the currency, 
which is what itsadvocates claim for it, as the great 
agument in its favor, you place the country it- 
self in its power; and, by giving it our revenues, as 
proposed, to keep, you actually deliver it over 
bound, to its will 1 have no confidence in any 
great moneyed power in the hands of afew. I 
wauld not trust cne man, or a few men, with such 
vast control ing power. It will pat law and Con- 


gress at defiance, and yet itself be controlled by a | 


greater power abroad, which will rule the few that 
govern it. It will control, too, in the worst form. 
It will net openly overawe, but silently torture, 
when the whole country is distressed by is 


folly. When a revalsion comes, after ex- ; 
pansion, then it must save itself, though 
the means it must resort to, occasion 


universal suffering. It must contract to save its 
own life, while distress rages all aronad it, and 
over the land. ‘this is bata sketch of the actual 
history of the past. Sach has teen the careering 
course ef that which has had its day of prosperity 
and adversity, and whose account of good and evil, 
and of profit and loss, is before the country. Sir, 
the coarse of the future one may be easily marked, 
as shadowed by that of the past. Contraction af- 
ter expansion is, with such a bank, the law of fate, 
and itmust obey; and we have seen, that, in the 
pursuit of its own’ interest, its issues have flowed 


with the food of commerce and trade, which it can- | 


not control, and have retreated with the ebb. At 
one season, we have seen a vast overflowing in all 
the channe!s of business, and the land filled with 
bubble waves of deceitful prosperity, and then we 
have witnessed as sudden a withdrawal of its cir- 
culation, when, after its expulsion of specie, it was 
as essential to the wants of the country asthe blood 
that flows in the animal system is to health and 
life; and this we have seen invariably take place, 
just as the current of trade was retreating to foreign 
sheres, and the State banks compelled to pur- 
sue the same course; and, as the coxsequence, 
prices, wages, and’ property of all kinds fell sud- 
denly in proportion to the decrease in the currency, 
thus produeed; and sudden distress overtake the 
land, as it were, in ane short month, throwing 
thousands and thousands out of business and em- 
ploymet, home and comfort, with helpless families 
cast like wrecks upon the strand. Instead of be- 
lieving in the expediency of such an institution, I 
am entirely convinced of the contrary, and not less 
. appalled at the magnitude of the dangers that may 
mark its course, I look atthe undeniable fact, 


proved by the history of the times, that expansions, | 


contractions, and suspensions here, have followed 
the like results in England. I assert that this is 
the fact; and I cannot shut my eyes to the truth, 
that this grows out of the intimate and dependent 
Teiations thus proved to exist between our paper 
system and that of England, which, in fact, are but 
parts of one and the same system, and ours the 
worst patt—and that such an ins‘itution would be 
but as a branch of the Bank of ‘Eegland, which is 
united with the Government of England, mutually 
supporting and sustained by a mighty floating 
bulwark without, fand a mightier money power with- 
in, and thus. united in power and destiny. 

The Manchester report, to which I before re- 
ferred, drawa in vjew of all the facts, just afier 


they had transpired, bears me out in these views. 


And the high source from which it emanates, 


m eee eee A TS 


and replete as it is, with facts, figures, and 
argument, entitles it to the fullest credit. It proves 
that, the Bank of England, about the beginning of 
the crisis of 1837, in England, and which forced cn 
that in this country, as I have shown, in its efforts 
to regain something upwards of six millions of 
pounds sterliog, in specie, which, after its last re- 
charter, sorae years ago; under which its paper, was 
made a legal tender, in all cares, except between 
itself and its creditors, enabled and stimulated it 
to expand iis issues beyond a wise discretion, and 
at the same time reduced its bullion in proportion; 
by its contractions and turnings of the screw 


produced thereby less and ruin in some 
five great interests in the kingdom, fo the 
amount of some twenty millions sterling, 


from which followed indescribable scenes of dis- 
tress and suffering, and such a sudden increase of 


‘bankrupts and culprits as filled the almshouses and 


prisons in a short time to overflowing. And yet, 
with all, after producing so much rain, she has had 
to become a beggar of the Bank of France for her 
life. “Yet it is probable she did not occasion more 
lo:s and suffering, all things considered, at home 
directly, than by that very process she did indi- 
rectly here, by her action upon our great regulator, 
and through it upon our State banks, and the. busi- 
ness of the country, in conjunction with their own 
imprudent expansions and conduct, during the same 
period. The losses and suffer ngs here in 1837, 
and since, have been perhaps as great as ever af- 


; flicted any country under the sun. Establish a Na- 


tional Bank here, in the cen're of trade, and it must 
be under the influence of that mons'er in London, 
which, seated at the emporium of the commercial 
wor!d, will control all banks connected with the pa- 
per and credit system of that emporium. 

Sir, I will not, no never wili I agree to plant in 
the bosom of my country, a subordinate cowerker 
of rain; I would not bind her direct to the British 


throne, nor will I chain her thus indirectly to that {; T 
i+ deration of the effects of the recent policy of 


which upholds it, controls it, and wields it. Sir, 
Iam rather for tearing loose the chain that now 
binds our prosperity to that nation’s will, through 
the controlling power of her bank, instead of add- 
ing this last link that may unite indissolubly our 
destinies for wo. 

Sir, the Bank of England is the money monarch, 


enthroned upon the throne, without which, that 


kingdom would dissolve and crumble; and you ask 
me to place my country beneath that money sway, 
by bank dependance. I tell you, your National 
Bank would be obliged to .harmonize. with its mas- 
ter power. The laws of trade would unite their 
wills. They must breathe in the same space, and 
a common interest inspire co-operation, and bind 
them to the same centre. War would be impolitic; 
would be death to the weaker. And do you hesi- 
tate which would be the master spirit, yours or 
that which commands Engiand’s wealth and pow- 
er, andthe Indies? Do you doubt that that would 
rule the action of. yours, by a stronger cord than 


: our fathers severed with the sword, to cut our 


country loose from that plundering, grinding, 
crushing power? Yours would have the regula- 
tion of your currency, trade, and commerce, 
and the custody of your treasures, and pow- 
er over all your State banks and the Bank of 
England; the regulation and control of it. Would 


| you thus link and risk your connt:y’s prosperity, 
| and destiny, perhaps, with England and her bank? 


or will you hold your purse and yoar sword, whith 


r it comthands, as ycu would your means, your bu- 


siness, and your libertiés, {ree forever from such 
connection and control? Y 

Sir, though all be now calm, and the mighty 
deep upon which nations drift to their final 
doom, seem smooth and tranquil, can you tell 
me what is the heaving even now beneath the 
surface? How far can you see in the distance, to- 
wards which we verge? Does not ‘an impenetrable 


-yeil overhang the vista? Sir, you know not how 


soon we may reach that point where the hiatus 
yawns. Tell me that, sir! Sir, none shall tell—it 
is not given to any to know. whattime these mighty 
continen{s shall stand arrayed, and all earth trem- 
ble with the terrific shock, I only know, a secret, 


“eternal war began, when ffee pringiples emerged 


from their tomb in the old world, and fled to this, 


é 


“dowh tottje P 


over a fathomiess ocean, that should. be our eternal 
safety and protection, and will, unless by"this vast 
artificial system of connectton, our power,and get- 
tiay shall become bound up in the web-of:an over- 
shadowing, overpowering mammoth mdnéptty. 
Sir, that war between the despotism of the old world 
and the free principles of this, though apparently 
smothered, is now raging, and will some, day Buyst 
from its volcanic bosom. That mighty deep shall . 
vet be convulsed. Indeed, the restless waveg'al- 
ready begin to roll in confusion, and _oiurmbr gis- 
sonance, in anticipation of that coming storm aiaich, 
long impatient of its prison bounds, witlhewt' be- 
times, and after gathering all its fury, swéep, basist- 
less across the flood—that storm, that breaks! the 
cords of amity, wakes nations from ‘repbsé,-and 
plunges them into the strife of death. In this sacek 
of continents, will your Government, your free in- 
stitutions, your liberties, and all be safe, with your 
treasure in the keeping of a bank, which may Rave 
all afloat in trade—a bank in the hands ‘of a Few, 
and under the control of the Bank of England? 
Sir, if such convulsion come, and come it may, all, 
ail may be‘driven from their moorings, by the: first 
shock a ‘steerless float, and the whole disappear 
hke eddies, lost upon the flood, that was, that’s 
gone to thai oblivion of the past, whither all that’s 
ending, valuable, or worthless, is lost, first or‘lust, 
where ceaseless flows that tide that has np, éb... For 
myself, my mind is fixed—U will not. riexrit..cBowill 
attach to my speech extracts from’ the’ Maitchester 
report, in support of these views. “age a 


Extracts from the “ Report of the “divebiors:th’a 
special general meeting of the Chamber of Com- 
merce and Manufactures at Manchestet, onthe 


effects of the administration of the.-Bank of Epe- 


Jand, upon the commercial and.manufaetariag 
interests of the county, published 12.h D°ceinter, 
1839, under the sanction of the directors” =~ 


“The Board think it expedient, before proceeding toa consi- 
Hunk of England 
upon the manulacturing and trading interests of the country, 
to take a brief review of the even‘s which preceded, and have ac. 
companied, the present commercial reverses, ee OO ite 
* Down to the end of 1835, all, branches of. trade . anah manu- 
factures were ina state of prosperity, which they had continued, 
almost without interruption, to enjoy for several yeare. ' Iu the 
course of that year, the Bank of England, by throsving: a large 
amount of money, held for the East India Company, and ad- 
vanced on account of the West India loan, into the, market ‘at 
a very low rate of interest, and by the facilities thereby: afford- 
ed to the London bill brokers, and others, for discoudting. etfor- 
mous sums, American acceptances and bills rejpeciedl by e 
joint stock banks, laid the foundation for that excessive ‘stimulus 
to ony and speculation which prevailed in the succeeding Féar, 
¢ -) : ' Ge Sag eg 
“Early in 1836, the mania for speculation, in shafes and, 
forehation tficnumera e jointstocK ass fn hy folate 


~to alt those who had ‘a recolléétion of 1826, thao thé Gading 


world was hastening towards scenessimilar in character ta these 

of that fatal year, &e.. 2 a a a ea 
“Towards the close of 1836, the stock of bullion in the*Bdnk 

of England had fallen to little more ‘than four millions, whilst, 


_ at the same time, it was indebted;to the world npwardsofahirty 


millions for its circulation and.deposites. The directory now 
determined to check the draiñ upon their coffers, and to nctease 
their stock of bullion. It has been stated, upon the authority: of 
the bank directora, in a memorandum presentedio the conmit- 
tee of the House of Commons in 1832, that a supply off gold n 
be procured from abroad dnly by rédueed prices Of cotfimbdi- 
ties; in other wordg, at théexpense of the manufactlring dad 
commercial interests, &c. -: en er cae ae aug 

+ The trading community, upon whom the flight restive 
movement on thé part of the Bank of Evipland ope@ates With 
electrical effect, seized’ with alarm, were now. eaget ‘td seil off 
their stocks to save themselves, as fay as possible, from the 
effécts ofthe impending fail of prices, &. _ ; A 

“Similar consequences we e immediately felt throughott'the 
whole commercial workd. Our merthanta instantly; teengepit- 
ted orders to their agents abroad to digpose of their, stocks, and, 
in lien of the shipthent of produce to a falling market, it 


‘the amount in specie, or bills of Exchange, &e.: Fhié lodsesthus 
. incurred by the British merchants upon their outstanding capi- 


tals, were, in many cases, ruinous. ; a i 
“Throughout the year 1837, the Bank ‘of Rotina Sobkintetd, 
ai the cost of these heavy: sacrifices to.our me nikao ang- 
ment the amount of its bullion, as the following. official returns 
of the stock of the specie in its vaults will show: ios m 
June, 1837, -. - >, | LAT 
Dec. 187 l1 =” &372,000 ” 
Jan. 1838, . a ise oe ans i 
“The Board have now to refer to certain tron part grow. 
ing naturally out of ‘this state of things, whieh more particularly 
affect the cotton trade. a Pa 
“The Bank of the United States, with othet large ;A mewiean 
banking companies, taking advantage of the embarraremenisof 
the great Anglo.American houses, become the chanhels for 
shipping the cotton crop Sf 3837~"8: In thik way, Mri Badle stated 
in his letter to Mr, Adamsjhe gave facilities far Ahippipg from 
fifteen. to twenty millions of dollars of cotton, 3 Placed his 
Wn co ntial agent in ! 
dsssb taken a review of the priacipal exents: illus- 
trating the coursa pursued by he Bank of. England .from 1835 
wh tothe dosent time, the Board are desirous of directing the 
the members to the losses which the forced coq: 


. 


attention o: 
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tractions and expansions of the currency inflict upon the ma- 
nofacturing and mercantile community; an evil, the magnitude 
of which has not heen sufficiently appreciated by those who 
hate investigated the questions of banking and currency, &c. 
tit may be estimated that. in the production of the five great 
-manufactures of cottons, woollens, silks, linens, and hardwares, 
ital, fixed and floating, is employed, amounting to a hundred 
miliona sterling. 
“The rates of depreciation, caused by the late panic, upon ali 
theee articles of production, may be gathered, without difficulty, 


from the prices of the spring and summer of 1837; they fell in . 


price variously from 20 to 50 per cent. 

“To estimate the amount of loss upon these manufactures, 
they must also be followed into the hands of the wholesale and 
retail doalers, whoee losses upon stock consequent upon the ope- 

“rations of the Bank of England or the currency are incurred 

. simultaneously with those of the first producers. Scarcely one 
of these in 1837, without the saciifice of the whole of 
the ordinary profits of the year’s trade, and many lost by the fall 
in the value of their stock the whole of their capital, also. 

“In proof of the latter fact, it may be stated that 1939 fiats in 
baokruptcy were issued in 1837, the average of the four pre- 


vious years amounting to 1266 only, whilst a proportionate Ìn- 


crease occurred in the number of private compositions. 

“The amounts of British capital are as follows: 

“Employed in the production of the five great interests of cot- 
ton, woollen, silk, linen, and hardware, estimated at £100,000,000 


“ho the w olesale and retail distribution - 25.000.000 
“In the whole of the foreign commerce - 35,000,000 

£160,000,000 
“Lowest estimate of loss, 25 percent. -~ - £40,000,000 


“Without embracing the leas prominent branches of our do- 
metic manufactures, including the trade ina thousand articles 
ofdaily consumption, all of which are more or less affected by 
the revulsion of prices, reference has here been made to a capi- 
tai of one hundred and six'y millions, upon which we may trace 
a loss varying from 20 to 50 by the forced depreciation of value 
in 1837. is sacrifice of forty millions at the least, and which 
constitutes a fraction only of the losses simultaneously sustain- 
pany tha entire commercial world, was incurred in order that 
the k of England might regain jon of six or seven 

millions qf specie, which it had previously forced out of the 
country by the undue expansion. 
safe position, than it recommenced, in 1838, a system of expan- 
aion, and exported a part of its gold; prices of great staples be- 
fore enumerated consequently advanced during the year 1838 
and part of 1839, until, as we have seen, the restrictive policy 
Was resumed, the motionof the screw was reversed, and, dawn 
to the present moment, have fallen again from 20 to 39 per 
cent.” . 
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SPEECH OF MR. PARRISH, 
OF OHIO. 
in the House of Representatives, June 10 1840—In 
Committee of the Whole om the Jadependent 


Treasury bill. ; i 
committee as fol- 


Mr. PARRISH addressed the 
lows: : 

Crarrman: With the ERE from New 
York (M1. Marvin] who hasjug taken his seat, 


Mr. 
I agree that the biil now nnay consideration is 
one of great importance, an¥ embraces almost 


every question connected with the cperations of | 


this Government. Itclearly presents not only the 
measure contained in the bill, of having the public 
money managed for public purposes alone by indi- 
viduals selected from amongst the people, but also 
the antagonist system of corporations created by 
the States, or one’ institution created by the Fede- 
ral Government, in either of which the public 
‘moneys become blended with, and made subser- 


“It has been shown that the Bank no sooner found itself ina | 


` vient to private interests. No other method has | 


at any time been tried or proposed, and it is be- 


lieved, none other can; and of these the Oppositien `: 


advocate a United States Bank. Each gentleman 
` who has addressed the committee in opposition to 
the bill, bas more or less, and generally at large, 


entered into an examination and discussion of a | 


National Bank as superior to the Sub. Treasury. 
They have made this issue, and no alternative is 
left but to speak and decide upon these questions. 
With the matter thus presented, I propose, first, 
to examine the principles of the bill; secondly, some 
- of the objections urged against it; 
expediency of a National Bank. 
In doing this, since it has been the policy of the 
position to keep the principles and provisions 
of the bill oat of view as much as possible, and to 
prejudice the public mind against a fall and im- 
` partial investigation of its merits; and since it is 
now openly avowed on this floor, by the gentle- 
‘man from Massachusetts [Mr. Cosnina] that if 
they succeed in the present political contest, it will 
be repealed if passsed, I shali present a synopsis 
of this important measure in the order in which ‘ts 
principles are developed. A few considerations 
ate sufficient to determine what those principlesare. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, in his annual re- 


and thirdly, the | 


port, estimates the total receipts for 1840 at 
eighteen millions six hundred thousand dollars, of 
which fifteen millions will be received from cus- 
toms. This sum is paid by the people, and tke 
gentleman from Massachusetts admits it to be col- 
lected by indirect taxation. This is true, and the 
process by which it is done, I shall hereafter show. 
The population of the United States may be esti- 
mated at fifteen millions, or one for every dollar 
collected frem duties this year. Now will these 
people agree to pay this amount of money for the 
mere purpose of delermining where 1t shall be 
Kept, and nothing else? They certainly will net. 
Are they willing to pay it fcr the purpose of 


: determining simply in what kind of currency it 


_ shall be received? 


I think not. For what object, 
then, will they consent to pay i? For the pur- 
poses of Government, and these alone. Therefore it 
becomes a question of the first magnitude with the 
American people to know what use is made of the 
money collected from them. Whether it is to be 
used exclusively for public purposes, cr whether 
what is thus collected frem the whole people shall 
be used by a part only for their own advantage, 
whether that part consists of office holders, mer- 
chants, manufacturers, or bankers. In short, 
whether the many shall be taxed for the benefit of 
the few. 

Next to this in importance is the kind of money 
which shall be paid and received for Government 
dues, so as to carry out the first object wiih least 
inconvenience to the people and greatest security 
to the Government. 

Incident to these isa third consideration as to 
the location or places, and under whose immediate 
control the public money shall be kept from the 
time it is received till paid out. 

These are the leading features of the measure, 
and the order in which I sha!l consider them. 

The first principle is contained in the 17th sec- 
tion, which prohibits the use of public money for 
private purposes; and makes it felony for any of- 
ficer cr agent of the Government, or any other 
person advising or participating, to use public mo- 


ney, or invest it in property or merchandise, or to | 


loan it, with or without interest, by fine equal to 
the amount embezzled, and imprisonment not less 
than six months, or more than five years; and re- 
quires the officers to keep accurate accounts of 
sums received, and the kind received; also sums 
paid or transferred, and the kind. 

The second principle, defining the kind of mcney 
in which the public revenues shall be received and 
paid out, iz found in the 19th secticn, which pro- 


ney which may be in the hands of the Treasurer 
of the United States, until paid out. 

The 2.1 section provides that the Mint at Phila- 
delphia, and the Branch Mint at New Orleans, a3 
at present provided for mint purposes, shall be de- 
positories of the public money, under the charge of 
the treasurers of these mints respectively. 

_ The 8d section provides for fitting up and fur- 
nishing within the custom houses now erecting at 
New York, and Boston, Massachusetts, rooms with 
vaults, ete. for keeping under the control of the 
receivers general, to be appointed at.tho-e places, 
the public money that may be deposited there. 

The 4th section provides for erecting and fit- 
ting up suitable ronms, to receive and keep the 
public money, at Charleston, S.C. and at St, Louis 
Mo. 

The persons having charge of the public moneys 
are desiguated, and their duties defined as follows: 

The 6th section of the bill requires the United 
States Treasurer, and all other treasurers and offi- 
cers acting as treasurers, Collectors, surveyors, re- 
ceivers, and postmasters, to safely keep ali moneys 
coming into their custody, without loaning or using, 
and pay out and transfer faithfully according to 


' law. 


The 9th section requires collectors and receivers 
in the District of Columbia to pay tothe United 
States Treasury. Those of New Orleans and Phi- 
Jadelphia to pay to the treasurers of the mints in 
those cities respectively; those of New York, Bos- 
ton, Charleston, and St. Louis, to pay over to the 
receivers-general at those offices, as provided in 
the 3d, 41h, and 8:h sections, as often as once each 
week, at least. 

The 10th section provides for transferring the 
public money from one depository to another, as 
convenience, and the public service may r quire; 
and for keeping a ‘separate account of the funds 
of the Post Office Department. 

The 11th section provides that the money in any 
depositery shall be considered as in the Treasury, 
and subject to the draft of the United Sates Trea- 


| swer, for transfer or disbursement; and for making 


vides, that frem and a'ter the 30th of June, 1840, |: 
of the money pzyahle to Government, cne-fourth | 


shall be paid in gold and silver, and three-fourths 
1n paper of spec’e paying banks. After the 30th 
June, 1841, one-half in specie, and a like sum in 
paper; after the 20th of June, 1842, three-fourths 


in specie, and one-fcurth in paper; and after the . 


30th of June, 1843, all to be paid in the legal cur- 
rency of the country. And the 22d section pro- 
vides that no regulation of the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall make any difference in the funds 


tote received from different sources of the reve- 


nue. These two sections define the kind of mo- 
ney to be received, and the two following the kind 
to be paid out. 

The 20th section requires every officer, after the 
30th of June, 1843, in disbursing the money of the 
Government, to pay gold and silver only, under 


; penalty of being reported to the President imme- 


diately, and to Congress, i 

The 21st section probibits any cflicer or agent, 
paying out Government money, from exchanging 
the funds furnished, for any thing but gold and sil- 
ver; and when drafis are furnished, requires them 
to be converted into legal currency, and the same 


returns to the Treasury and Post, Office Depart- 
ments, as often as required. 

Necessary to carry out these principles, are cer- 
tain details, contained in the other sections, such as 
the appointment of officers, as follows: 

Section 5th provides for appointing four receiv- 
ers-general, cne at New York, another at Boston, 
a third at Charleston, and a fourth at St. Louis. 

[THE SECURITY OF OFFICERS.] 

Section 7th requires of officers satisfactory 
bonds, and their renewal from time to time. 

Section 8th requires officers who have already 
given bond, immediately to give additional bonds, 
and renew from ‘ime to lime. ; 

[CHECKS UPON OFFICERS. ] 


Section 12th authorizes the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to cause examinations of books, accounts, and 
moneys in the depositories, by agents, and requires 
the examinations to be particular and full. 

Section 13th, in addition to the checks provided 


' in the 12th section, enjoins naval officers, survey- 


ors, registers, directors, and superintendents, as 


` checks upon collectors, receivers, and treasurers, 


respectively, to examine and report the condition of 


', the books, accounts, returns, and money on hand, 
; in each case, to the Secretary of the Treasury, quar- 


paid out, under penalty of immediate suspension; - 


and being reported, subject to dismissal from 
office, or being reinstated, as the President may 
see fit. 

The location or places for keeping the public 
money, is determined as follows: ` 

The Ist section of the bill provides for fitting up 
and assigning exclusively, wıthin the new Treasury 
building now erecting at Washington City, a suffi- 
cient number of rooms for keeping the public mo- 


terly, and as much oftener as he may direct. 
[SALARIES OF OFFICERS. | 
Src. 24, fixes the salaries of receivers and 
treasurers of the mints at $2,500 each, except at 
New York, which is ¢4,000, and provides for 


` their payment quarterly, prohibiting the receipt 


of perquisites on pain of fine or imprisonment. 

Src. 14, allows to officers keeping and dis- 
bursing the money, their expenses for obtaining 
vaults, safes, &c. transferring and disbursing pub- 
lic money, with clerks’ hire, not exceeding ten 
clerks in all, whose salaries together shall not 
exceed $8,000. 


[PREPARING OFFICES, PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY. ] 

Sec. 26, appropriates $10,000 for erecting of- 
fices at Charleston, if rooms cannot be fitted up 
in the custom-house now there, and for the office 
at St. Louis. 
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Src. 18, provides for obtaining temporary 
rooms, &c. tll the permanent, required by this 
act, are finished. 

[PROHIBITING RECEIPTS AND CHECKS FROM BEING 
TRANSFERABLE. | 


Set. 23, requires the Secretary of the Treasury 
to adopt such means as will require Government 
drafts to be speedily presented for payment at the 
places designated, and preveat their being used as 
paper currency. 

See. 25, authorizes the Bnited States Treasurer 
to receive payment for lands and give receipts, 
which shall not be assignable. 


[AUTHORIZING PAYMENTS IN CERTAIN CASES TO THE 
` DEFOSITORIES. } 


Src. 16, authorizes marshals, district attorneys, 
and other persons having public money to pay to 
the United States, and patentees, to pay to the 
Treasurer or reeeivers-general, and take receipts 
or certificates of deposite. 


[AUTHORIZING THE WITHDRAWAL OF DEPOSITES THAT 
ARE NOW IN BANK. ] 


Sec. 15 directs the Secretary of the Treasury, so 
soon as safety and convenience will permit, to draw 
the public money from the present depositories and 
place it in the new. 


[APPROPRIATING MONEY AND REPEALING LAWS. ] 

Sec. 28 repeals conflicting laws. 

Sec. 27 appropriates the money which is autho- 
thorized by the bill. 

This is the bill, and these are its principles, to 
my mind, so clear as to be comprehended by all 
who desire to understand. It has been called by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusx- 
InG,] the distinctive measure of the present Admi- 
nistration. I admit this; and the first principle in 
the measure—that the public money shall not be 
used for private purposes—is distinctly avewed by 
the President in his message of 1838, page 10, 
when, in speaking of the Sub-Treasury, he says: 

“The Secretary of the Treasury will lay before you addi- 
tional information, containing new details on this interestin 
subject. To these I ask your early attention. That it shoul 
have given rise to great diversity of opinion, cannot be asubject 
of surprise. After the coilection and custody of the public mo- 
neys had been for so many years connected with, and made sub- 
sidiary to, the advancement of private interests, a return to 
the simple and self-denying ordinances of the Constitution 
could not but be difficult. But time and free discussion, elicit- 
ing the sentimentgof the people, and aided by that conciliatory 
spirit which has ever characterized their course on great emer- 
gencies, were relied upon for a satisfactory settlement of the 
question. Already has this anticipation on one important 
point at leam—the impropriety of diverting public money to 
private purposes—been fully realized.” 

These sentences are the very essence of the 17th 
section of the bill, and deny the use of the public 
money for private purpcses, as well to banks and 
bankers, as to officers and other individuals. It is 
against this principle the Opposition have arrayed 
all their artillery. 

It is true, they are afraid to come out and claim 
the right to tax the whole American people, and 
give the revenue thus raised to be used by the 
banks, for the private advantage of the stockhold- 
ers, who constitute less than one-fifth of the whole 
population; yet this js the object for which they 
contend, and they seek to arrive at it by indirect 
means. Has it not been, and is it not now, a set- 
tled, organized effort on the part of the Opposition 
in this House, and the Jeadersof the party through- 
out the country, to find fault with General Jack- 
son’s administration—to reflect odium upon the 
present, and to take exception to every act of Mr. 
Van Baren, even in the discussion of this bill, and 
render him odious in the eyes of the American 
people—prostrate his administration—thrust them- 
selves Into power, and when in, to recharter an- 
other National Bank—give it the public money, 
and receive its paper, and tbat of other banks, into 
the Treasury? By this, the stockholders of these 
institutions throughout the country, as I shall here- 
after show, would again be enabled to make their 
millions upon millions from the use of the money 
collected from the people. What are their argu- 
ments? Has it not been urged by the leaders of 
the Opposition, here and elsewhere, that the banks 
are the people, and that this measure is an attack 
upon them? What is this but saying that the coun- 
iry depends upon the banks, and if you refuse 
them the use of the public money, either on depo- 
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site, or by receiving their paper in payment of pub- 
lic dues, you are waging a war of extermination 
against them, and ruining the country? Did not the 
whole argument of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. CusHino] as well as of every other 
gentleman who has spoken in opposition to the 
bill, resolve itself into this? Again and again they 
have urged that every interest in this country de- 
pended on commerce and manufactures, and 
that these depended on bank credit; that bank cre- 
dit rested upon the connection of the banks with 
the General Government; that this measure de- 
stroyed the banks and prostrated their credit, by 
which commerce and manufactures were ruined, 


| agriculture injured, and the price of labor reduced. 
` This whole theory is false, as I shall show when I 


come to examine the objections urged against the 
bill; bat it tends strongly to prove the influence 
the banking institutions have already obtained in 
the country. As these are the claims set up for 
those institutions, it may be well to examine their 


extent and number, and how they have increased | 


in the country. For this purpcse, I have pre- 
pared with some care from public documents, in 
the possession of Congress, a table showing the 
population, commerce, and revenues of the coun- 
try; also, the number of banks, their circulation 
and capital, with their specie basis, from the first 
census in 1790, each census or ten years, up to 
and including the present year, with the increase 
of each, during the same period; and also, the 
number of joint stock banks in England since 
1826, and of Ireland since 1834. The dates and 
amcunts are from authentic documents, except the 


' population and commerce of this year, which are 


estimated merely, and are favorable in this com- 
parison to the banks. 
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Notz.—From Mr. Gallatin’s report in 1830, 


| there had been one failure for two and a half, or 
; two-fifths of the number at that period. From Mr. 


Woodbury’s report, 1840, there had been one 
failure for fifteen, or one-fifteenth of the whole 
number. From 1790 to 1840, total number of 
banks, 1,664; failed, 221, making one failure for 
74 solvent banks, exclusive of suspensions. 


An examination of this table will show that pa- 
per circulation has continually increased, faster 
than the specie of the banks, which is, and should 
be, its only true basis. Not only this, but it will be. 
seen that this paper currency has increased, from 
the commencement of the Government, more ra- 
pidly than the pepulation, the commerce, or the re- 
venues of the conntry, and more than all these put 
together; also, that the number of banks, bank ca- 
pital, and consequently bankers, has not only greatly 
exceeded the increase. of their specie, but every 
thing else, and indeed all other interests put toge- 
ther. It will also show that this inerease does not 
depend upon a National Bank, or great regulator; 
for in England and Ireland, (where there are Go- 
vernment banks,) the local banks, within the last 


| ten years, have sprung up as rapidly as in this 


country. Here, at one view, you have the rapid 
increase of the banking interest in this country, 
which outstrips every thing else. Within fifty 
years, it has grown so strong as to claim, and the 
friends of the system in this House declare, that the 
day laborer, the mechanic, the artisan, the farmer, 
and in short all other pursuits, depend for prospe- 
rity and protection upon allowing these institations, 
and this class, the use of the public meney, which 
is collected trom all, and should be applied by the 
Government only for the benefit of ali. Ifadoubt 
could exist that this is the doctrine of the party op- 
posed to the bill under consideration, reference to 
the journals of 1838 would remove It. . I have 


| them before me, and confidently appeal to them to 


stai osition. i 
ia this Lense, Jaly 3, 1838, when the bill from 


'enate to modify the deposite act of 1836 was un- 
er consideration—see Journal, page 1226-— 


a 
-26¢H È 


“A motion was made by Mr. Campbell of South Carolina 
that the said bill be commited to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, with instructions so to amead it-asto provide that the 
Government deposites shal! not be used for, bankiag purposes. 
Avdivision of the question on this motion was called for by Mr. 
Stuart, (Whig,) che question to be first put òn £0 much as pro- 
poses te commit, and then on the iustfdctions. And on the 
question, sail the said bill be committed tọ the Committee of 
Ways and Means? It passed in the negative, yeas 97, nays 111.” 

fter giving the names of tke members who 


vatad for nad.against the commitment, the Journal, 
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page 1227, add: “The question on the first mem- | 


ber of the mo'ion being decided in the negative, the 
second member fell of course.” Here the very 
ques'ivn of giving the use of the-pablic money to 
the banks was direc'ly made, bat could only be 
voted upon in connection-With the qucstion of com- 
mitment. By a division of -the question, which 
was demanded by a member of the Opposition, they 
evaded a direct vte on the main proposition. The 
jpuraat shows. that ail the Deméerats, except one, 
voted {cr ire commitment, which was an expres- 


sion equivalent to refusing the use of the public |: 


money to the banks; and the ition members, 
except (Wo, voted against the conitnjtment, which 
Was equally as Glear an expression in favor of let- 


tirg the banks use the public money, and was de- | 


Cistve of- the way each party would vote upon the 
main que-tion, as appeared afterwards. 

Page 1229, upon the following proposition, viz: 

“And provided also, That nothing.contained in this act 
shall be so coustrued a3 to authorize the useof the Govern- 
ment deposites for banking purposes;” 

The voie stocd thus—yeas 101, nays £01. 

‘Those who voted in the affirmative, were:. 


Messrs. Adams, H. J. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beaity, Bierne, Bieknelk Birdsall, Bouldin, Brod 
Bynum, Cambreleng, J. Gampbel!, Chaney, Clevélard, Coles, 

anor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Dawson, DeGraff, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Etnore, Farrington, Fairfietd, L. Fletcher, Foster, Fry, 
Gallup, Glascock, Grant, Grantland Gray, Griffin, Hammond, 
Hawkins, Harney, Holacy Holt. Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
Hamer: Thontas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnsen, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leailbetter, Lewis, Togan, Ly- 
om-Maiory; James M. Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert Mc: 
Cielinn, Abraham McCleilan, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, 


Banks, 
, Bronson, 


Mooge, Nodig Ogle, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Pennybacker 
Pewrikin, Phimer, Putter, J. Hu Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richard. 
Bdn, Rives, “fohn ‘Robertson, Sawyer, Sheffer, Augustine H. 


Shepnerd, Snyder, Xpencer, Stuart, Taylor. Thomas, Thomp- 
son, Titus, Towna, Tumey, Vail, Wagener, Webster, T. Whittle- 
teed W Wiliams, Wertuington, and Yell. 
ia howe wha,voted.ia.the negauve, were: 
wrs. Alexander, Heman Allen, doin W. Allen, Aycigg, . 
Beit,‘ ididie, Bane, Borden, Bees Wm. B Calhoun, Je 4 
Calhoun, W.B. Gutter, Casey, J. miers, Cheatham. Childs, 
Chak, Coryen-Cransion, Crockett, Curtis, Guéhing, Daring- 
ton, Davies, Deberry,. Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, 
Richard Fletcher, Jamas Garland, Rice Garland, Goode, James 
Graham, Wm. Graham, G:aves, -Grianell,Hiland Hall, Ha- 
mer. Harlan, Ha.per, Wm. S. Hastings; Hawes, Henry, Herod, 
HoF san, Henry Jolson, Ww. Cost Johnston, Kennelly, Kil- 
gore, Logare, Lincoln, Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, Max- 
ga a nnan tee PAAP Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary 
orris, Naylor, IN 3, Patiersan, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pope 
Potts, 8.8 Prentiss J Rariden, Hatdoiph, Reed, Rencher Ridge. 
way, Edward Robinson, Rumséy, Russell, John Serzeant, 
‘Bhields, Sibley; Slade, Southgate, Staniy, Stone, Siratton, Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast, _ Toland,.. Underwood, . Albert 8.. White, 
Aran White È Whittles-y, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, 
‘Wise, Word, and Yorke. : 


` The House being equally divided, the Speaker 
voted withthe yeas, dnd the question was decided 
itre affirmative, 


In this vote upon the naked proposition, every De- | 


motat butone, was in favor of the amendment 
and agdinst leitir tbe banks use the public money, 
and every Opprsition member except five was 

safhShe' amendment, “and in favor of permitting 
the: Bahks to tse’the public money. These votes 
clearly show ‘that’ the Democrats, who support the 
Sob.Tielisury then as now, oppose the use of the 


pubtie money, for ‘private purposes, and they as 


c:early show, that the party then, as now, which 
oppo-es the Spb-Treasury, is: m favor of using the 
pubiic money for private advantage. I now refer 
to the same jcurnal to show the extent to which the 
Opposition are wiltirg the pahe' money shall be 
used.’ Puge 1225, the following proposition came 
up, and was vored upon: `? ee 
“ P-ovided further, That. no bank shall’ be used as a depo- 
sitary whiċit shall not at all times keepch handa quantity 
of specie at leas equal tothe prop rition of.one dollar ot specie 
Tor-pvery three of iis liabiliues.”’ 3 
., And on ihe question that the Honse do agree to 
this. morion, it passed in the negative—yeas 86, 
Mays 14,0 x 
Every Demécrat except one vdting in fayor of 
the amendment, and gcainst the bank issuing more 
a ; x 
an p apiri jd papar, far, che in speele and 
ns rent aud ia favo Í 


ihe am r of the banks issuing 


pian 
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more than three dollais ia paper for one in specie, 


which they -possessed. Page 1228, another pro- 
position of the same character came up, and was 
voted upon as follows: 

“Provided, however, That no bank shall bea depository of 
the moneys of the Government, which shall not keep in its 
vaults one dollar in specie to every five of its liabilities.” 

It passed in the negative—yeas 91, nays 109. 

Those who voted in the affirmative were: 

‘*Mesers. H. J. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknel!, Birdsall, Bouldin, Brodhead, Buchanan, By- 
num, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Chaney, Chapman, Cleve- 
land, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Daweon, Davee, 
De Graff, Drumgoole, Duncan, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, 
Isaac Fietcher, Fry, Gallup, Glascock, Gray, Griffin, Ham- 
mond, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hubley, Thomas B. 
Jackson, Joseph Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Leadbetter, Dixon FE. Lewis, Logan, Mallory, Martia, McKay, 
Robert McClellan, Abraham McCieilan, McClure, Miller, Mont- 
eomery, Moore, Samuel W. Morris, Noble, Ogle, Parker, Parris, 
Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Pinmer, Potter. J. II. Prentiss, 


; Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sawyer, Sheffer, Augustine 


H. Shepperd, Snyder, Spencer, Taylor, Thomas, Thompson, 
Titus, Towns, Turney. Wagener. Webster, Jared W. Wil 
lams, Christopher H. Williams, Worthington, and Yell. 
Those who voted in the negative were: 
Messre. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, J. W. Allen, Aycrigg, 
Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, W. B. Calhoun, 
J. Cathoun, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, 


Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Da- 


vies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, 
R.Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster,J.Garland,R.Garland,Goede. J.Gra- 
ham, W, Graham. Grantland, Graves, Grinnell, Hall, Hamer, 
Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Hopkins, 
Howard, Jenifer, I. Johnson, W.C. Johnson, Kennedy, Kilgore, 
Legare, Lincoln, Marvin, S. Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKennan, 
Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, C. Morris, Navlor, Noves, 
Patterson, Pearce, Peek, Philips, Pope, Potts, S S. Prentiss, Ka- 
riden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgeway, Robertson, Robinson, Rum- 
sey, Russell, Sergeant, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stan- 
ly, Stoart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Tolan’, Un- 
derwood, A.S. White, J. White, E. Whittlesey, L. Williams, 8, 
Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke. 

On this last proposition, every Democrat, except 
two, voted in favcr of the amendment, and against 
the banks issuing five dollars in paper for one of 
specie, in their vaults; and every Opposition mem- 
ber, except six, voted against the amendment. and 
in favor of allowing the banks, having the publ:c 
money, to issue more than five dollars in paper ior 
each dcllar they held in specie. From these votes 
it is clear that the Democrats were opposed to bank- 
ers using the public money.: They are now in fa- 
vor of the Sub-Treasury bill, whic prevents officers, 
as well as all others, from using it. The same 
‘votes show that the Opposition. were in favor of 
bankers using the public money, with the greatest 


latitude, and are now opposing a Jaw whieh weuid } 


prohibit officers and all others from using it for pri- 
vate purposes. f ; 

The question involved in these votes is the very 
same contained ‘in the 17th secticn of the bill, and 
in the language of President Van Buren, above 
quoted: all of which plainly shows that the.Oppesi- 
tion here, and their leaders throughout the country, 
maintain that it is right 10 allow the money collect- 


ed for public purposes to be used for private ad- | 
vantage, which is nothing short of taxing the many ` 


for the benefit of the few. A aoe 

There is one other important. fact develcped in 
these votes which I will here notice. The -gentle- 
man from New ‘york |Mr.-Marvin]} spent an 
hour and a haif yesterday in examining General 
Jackson’s policy in relation to the deposite banks, 
and the inducements held out by him-and bis ofi- 
cers to these institutions to extend their circulation. 
-To these inducements he attributed the suspensicn 
of 1837, and claimed that the whole system’ had re- 
sulted as the prominent men of his party had pre- 
dicted it would. Afterall this, and when these 
banks failed to meet the public expectation; an4, to 
use the language of General Jeckson, as-the mem- 
ber quoted it, when they had ‘turned traitors, and 
pioved themselves as-worthless as bad been’ fore- 
told of them, even after all this, these: vo es show 
that the Opposition, and the gentleman from New 
York amongst the nmber, were willing, in 1833, 
to give to these same banks the use of the public 
money. They were even willing, with all this 
knowledge before them, to go farther than had 
been gone before, and autho-ize the banks to issue 
more than five dollars ot their paper for every dol- 
jar in specie which they held; putting it into the 
power, and even authorizirg the stockholders, out 
of the people’s mc ney, to make more tnan -thiriy 
per cent. per annum, whether they should redee:n 
their own notes. or not. This is the relation of the 
gentleman and his friends to this matter, which he 
managed with so much address; the result of 
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; Ought to be. 
| and their advocates upon this floor claim they are, 
let the people regulate them through the State Le- 


June, 1840; 
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which, like most of the areuments used against she 
bill, was not to meet the question directly, but to 
reflect odium, if any could be created, from Gen, 
Jackson’s administration upon Mr. Van Bu- 
ren‘s, and thus, if possible, prejudice the Sub-Tiea. 
sury. This is a fair specimen of the course of the 
Opposition here and their leaders elsewhere. How 
do they stand when the whole matter is examined? 
And how shouid it be viewed by the country? 

I proceed now to consider the second principle 
contained in the bill—the kind cf money to be re- 
ceived and paid out. And, first. the kind to be re- 
ceived: this is defined by the 19:h and 224 sections, 
To avoid any inconvenience which might arise 
from a sudden change, these sections authorize the 
revenue, up to certain periods, to be received in 
certain proportions of gold and silver and the pa- 
per of specie paying banks; and after the 30th of 
June, 1843, require all the public money to te re- 
ceived in gold and silver only, prohibitng the Be- 
cretary of the Treasury from making any difference 
in the kind to be received from different sources. 
Tn the first place this principle has high precedeat 
for autherity. The first Congress that met under 
the present Government in 1789, in the first iaw 
passed re‘ating to the revenue of the Government, 
made this provision: “Src. 30. Ard be it further 
enacted, that the duties and fees to be c: Ilected by 
virtue of this act, shall be received in gold and sil- 
ver coin only,” and preceeded to fix the value of 
foreign coins to be received. Here is the opinion 
and legislation of the framers of the Constitwion, 
many cf whom, and the most prominent, were in 
that Congress. This law was departed from by 
Mr. Hamilton, who afierwards became Secretary 
of the Treasury, in direct violation of his duty, 
which was acquiesced in by the subscquent Con- 
gress, 


Sccondly, gold and silver is the legal currency 
reccanised in the Constitution, and therefore no cone 
sututional objection can be raised to refusing bank 
paper for public dues. Besides this, it cuts off one 
powerful means of consolidation:and legislative ac- 
tion in the General Governinent which has been so 
rapidly increasing. The very moment the General 
Government authorized the receipt of bank paper 
for pubiic dues, it became necessary for Congress to 
be advised of the condition of these institutions; and 
with it Congress commenced legislating in relation 
to them. As their numbers and importance incrdased, 
legislation increased, until, for more than iwenry 
years,& laree portien of the action ol the Government 
has bren dirccied to these institutions By this, the le« 
gis'wtion cf Congress is locked to with more interest 
anc impsriance, than that of the Sta‘es where the 
batks are located. This has tenved to, and is, rapidly 
adsorbing the States and the power of the people 
throdgh their ewn Legislatures; and consol dating 
the whole in‘e the General Government. By re- 
fusing the paper of the State banks you destroy this 
tendency, and take away the necessity and power 


i of the Gencral Government over them and their 


business, this leaves them exclusively with the peo- 
ple and the States which created them, as they 
If the banks are the people, as they 


gislatures that chartered them, where they will be 
more immediately under the control of the people. 
Let them not now say, the people are unable to con- 
trol, support, and regulate them. Let them net say 
that their support and existence depends upon the 
General Government receiving their paper for its 
dues. Let them net say that Congress alone. can 
control and regu'ate them through a great National 
Bank. Let not the banks claim an advantage 
which cannot be extended to any other portion 
ef the people of the Slates, by having the. Go- 
vernment receive their paper for its dues; 
and let them not set at defiance the power of the 
Legislatures where they exist, and commit treason 
agains! their creators, in seeking a regulation from 
the Federal Government; bet let them remaia in 
their proper sphere, upon an equal footing with all 
other classes of citizens. By this, all improper 
dependence og the General Government, and influ- 
ence on its action will be destroyed, and the Gene- 
ral Goyernment deprived of the power to injure of 
improperly influence them. 


` 
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“Shirdly, by rec*:ving gold and silver only, “it is 
that you can effectually prevent ore 'ciass, the: 
bankers in this country, from using ‘for their own 
individdal gain’ the public money ‘collected from’ 
all etter class's. Hence the adinision of thè gen- 
Yeinah fom Massachusetts [Mr. Cosmina] that it: 
was not so material where the money ‘was Kept, as 
the kind ia which it was received. All pérceive 
and admit, that if thé public money is depésited 
with banits, bankers can, and do; cdtonlate how 
muc» paper they can issue, predicated on those de- 
posites, being liab'e, however, so faras theif re., 
sponsibility ts worth'any thing, for the amount de- 
ited, Banks never issue, or circulated, one döl- 
lar of their paper, whether they have stspetded or 
not, without receiving interest for it, at not less 
than six per cént. per dinnu: Néw:if the Govern- 
ment'teceives their paper, the banks get theit' inte 
rest from some quater, on ‘the amount used by the: 
Government, avd have to this extent'a greater cir 
culation, and thetefure’ the ‘more gain; ‘and they 
have the credit which the Governnient, in reselving 
their paper, gives to tuei institutions, to still far 
ther increase their circufation. ` In additidn ʻo thete 
advantages, and perhaps greater than all, batikers 
ean ca!culaie, with ihè same ceriainty, the amount 
Of their paper which will be used. by the Goverh- 
ment, in any given period, as the Government can, 
how tach it will receive, and for the amount used 
by “the” Government, they know they will 
fot bë ‘Yun upon; therefore. the afrount ‘Used’ 
by “the Goternment becomes to the barks a 
predicate or basis.on, which they can’ intrease 
their issues, precisely as they could ‘tpon the same 
amoant actually deposited; with this add tional 
advantage, that there is no lability for deposites. 
Here you have at once the reason why the whole 
banking interest of the country, is opposed to the 
Sub Treasary. All the banks, whether ydt have 
a preat NatiOadl Bank ‘dr not, are alike intérested 
id affected, by’ having the révenue received ‘in 
bänk paper thstead of gald and silver. Afd itis 
ay clear that gon ‘cannot effectually ‘prevent 
from reapit 


ants Trom reapitg private advantage from the 
public money, without receiving gold‘and s‘lver only. 


Fitthly, it, leaves the Government io the'same 
‘situation as the citizen, in not beidg compelled to 
receive any kind of money, which may be offered, 
or which those with. whoin it transacis business 
‘thay choose to put upon it. Would any man agree, 
thatthe const:twional provision” which makes 
iottiin: but gold and silver a legal tender, showd 
be taken away and leave him at the mercy of those 
With whom he deals, to be compelled.to receive 
just such money as might be offered, without any 
power or, discretion to.refuse or to demand a dif- 
ferent öç betier kiad?. No. one would; and the zb- 
sen¢e.of this provision, and of the discretion with 
which it invests one man as well as another, would 
be the énd of all credit aud’ internal commerce in 
this country. This right can be regarded or iot 
by the citizen in each particular case, in his deal- 
ings; he may or may or may not demand gold and 
silver; (and he may of may nòt receive such money. 
as.,is oftered him) but he cahiot be compelled to 
receive bad money, such as counterfeit paper or 
coin, nor notes of broken or worthless banks. 
Not so with the Government; it mast act by uni- 
versal role or law, and what it receives from one 
it, must receive from al}, , It, cannot determine in 
eath, particular ‘case, 10 “accept or refdse, at dis- 
crétion, what is.cffered,’ as the eitizen can. 
herefore, when ycu compel the Government 
feceive paper ‘for its das, you leave it 
ithout that power which the citizen possesses. 
And, whilst it is compelled to regcivé paper, which 
may and does become worthless to it, yet it is com- 
pelled. by. the. Constitution, if, demanded, (and 
every person drawing money from the Treasury 
" ‘May require .it,) to pay out, gold and silver only. 
Now, I ask, is there any man who has so little res 


gerd for his country, as to desire to sce its'Govern- 
ment in a worse condition, asto its contracts and 
financial concernk, than he would b2 himself? To 
„obviate this difficulty, a8 far as possible, when Con- 
gress authorized thé receipt, of paper for public dues, 
nt me the President iets as el i over:iment 
With power over, the subject, as well whilst. the 
Bruen Sel ank was jn cattente,- asunder tbe, 
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` pointed out 
of the bill; and they make- every officer receiving | 


Stare: bank deposite system, ‘and to that ext. nter -= 
moved the ‘cofttrol of the Treasury from the Go» 
vertment. For the:trath of this, see the resolution 
‘of 1816. ie ees 
'Sixthly, it takes ‘way all discretion froth the 
President atid his officers in regard to the Treasury 
of the United States; and cuts off this source of 
Executive patronage. ' They can neither alter the 
kid of money to bè received, the plaice where it is 
to be kept, nor the class of officers of Government 
who arè to be charged with its custody. It leaves 
the whole mattér exelusively under the contro! of 
Congres; which /has not been the case since the 
Goverament ‘Bétame connected “with the first 
United States Bank in its fiscal operations. 
< Seventhty;' it leaves the Government in complete 
possession and cotitrolof its own means; in wat and in 
péace, without being liable to have its funds influ- 
enced by ‘thé ‘banks, or tendered unavailable by 
suspension, as it’ has heretofore been; and as it was 
morë especiiilly by the suspension of 1837. 
Eigħthly, it prevents locsés te the’ Government 
by deprecia‘ed bank paper, which, heretofore, by 
thé report of'the Seéretary of the Treasury, doct- 
ment No. 10, to this session, has amounted to 
$34,974,722, ati ambunt greater than from any 
other’ source, as appears from the sfatements of 
Government losses hereafter exhibited. 
`“Nmthly, it wil, in connection with the compro- 
mise act, which, after 1842, takes away crédit from 
importers, mere effectualiy than any other means 
protect mandfacturers and the coua'ry against èx- 


: cessive importations of foreigi merchandise, by 
; requiring thé imporiers to provide for paying their 


duties before they dispose of their goo4s; and, alsn, 


which has, by: the estimate of the President, in his 
last message, already bèen greater han from any 
othér source’ exrept on bank paper. Next, as 
to the kind of money to be paid oft by the Govern- 
ment; this is defined Hythe 20th and 21st sections 
of the bill. This is& néw feature, not contained 
in day law or regulation for disbursing the public 
money, that'has heretofore existed, and Must pre- 
vent Govertiment offic:rs, agents, and dihers, from 
speculating ‘on the Governn ent funds, at the ex- 
pense of the Government creditor. Jt enforces 
now, as a duty, on the Government and its officers, 
in all cases of paying out money, that which be- 


fore has only been done whén imperatvely demand- 


ed. It tetarns to the péople acain for cireu‘ation 


` thë séme kind of currency whirl Has beei cvtected 


from ‘them; atid as every’ Gdiifractcr’ or officer of 


ver, évery other citizen dealing with them will have 


aright to expect atid receive“the seine kindof pay 


in revurn; anu thts it sends batir’ into dirculation, 
amongst the: people; the same kind of’ carrency 
_whith hasbeen céllected from ‘théint. “Why this 
should b2 ‘dn objection, it seems hard té’perceive. 
_ T'proteed nów to examine the third’ principle of 
the bill—the places of Iccations’ Where the public 
diate control. © ~ 

First, the places of deposite” 
thé Ist, 24, 34, and 4h séeliéis Of ‘the bill ‘at 
Boston, New York, Phi'adélphia, -‘Charléston, and 
‘New Orléans, the greatest conimertial points in the 
Union, where the’ gteatest sthévnt of'morey is te- 
ceived into the Treasury from duties; ‘ard ‘at: St. 
Louis—thé central and most convenient point to alt: 
the States, Where ‘money is fecéived. from public 
Jands, together with Washington 
Government. 


These places are most convenient for teceiving |: 
and paying out for: every section of the country. - 
By this arrangement of location, it can never be- | 
come nevessary to transfer very large sums of the | 
public money from one section of the Union to ‘the | 
other. To illusirate this, all the money received : 


fidh public lands will be needed and paid” ont ‘in 


‘ the Western States; and hence St: Louis, for the . 


convenience of alt thore States, is the most centrat 
and proper; and so of all the other points or places 
fixed by the bilk: i 
Secondly; the' 
eontrol the 
y the Sth, 9th;:Hh, and Ihh, sections 


prevent losses to the Government on duty bonds, 


the Govetnthent fecefves hig dies in gold'and sil: | 


money shall be deposited, an@ ander whose ihme- | 
They ate fixed by . 


City, the'seaf of | 


persons under whose ‘fremediate | 
pablis moe oer kept. These are | 


| 
| 


i 
| 


public money, whèther one dollar or millions; the mo- 
ment it cvmes in his possession, chargeable 
with it as public funds alone, distinct and 
st parate from his own private means, and as such, 
whilst 1 remains in bis custody, to be retained by 
him as public money only. lt makes another set 


: of officers, seven in number, (three of whom already 


exist, and four to be appointed,) the keepers of the 
money at the Treasury of the United States, (and 
each of the cther points or locations fixed by the 


i bill.) from the time it is received, until itis paid 
| out. 


It would be diffienlt if we were disposed 


3 to look at these provisions, free from partisan feel- 
n ings, to discover objections to thera; and yetin 
© nothing have the leaders of the Oppesition labored 


"i itdid not. 


| can ours? Certainly not! 


> so hard, and perhaps with better succe-s, than in 


striving to abuse the publie mind on this point, and 
thereby prejudice the whole:measure. I am ready 
to admit that uuder all Governments, aud also, 
under our own, from i's commencement to the- pre- 


i seat time, losses have been sustained by public 
| officers. 


But what kind of officers were those? 
They have been, and are the officers who recerve, 
and the officers who pay out the public money, and 
not the cfficers who merely kee. it? Can, or does 
any Government on earth manage its public mo- 
ney, without receiving ard disbursing officers; and 
England and France, 
which have been held up by the Opposition as 
pitteras in financial matters, have these officers, 
although they have their Guvernment banks. And 
eould, cr did this Government, dispense with those 
Officers [to receive, and pay cut the public money,] 
when it bad a National Bank? Jt could not. ahd 
Neither of the United States Banks in 
this country, ever received cr paid out the public 
money. Ner do, or cat the Government banks of 
other countries. This Government from its com» 
mencement has always employed its officers, and 
throuzh them, losses have teen sustained, whéther 
a Nationa! Bank or a State bank, or nei-her, kept 
the public mosey. To show this, I have prepared 
the following table from ‘he report of the Secretary 
A TAB! E showing the amount of money received and. paid. 

out during each Presidential term, ard including three years 

of Mr. Van Buret’s administration, exciusive of public debt; 
_ the amount lost by receiving avd (isbursing officers during 

each term, including three years of Mr. Van Buren’s admi- 

nistration; the average number each year of officers employ» 

ed in receiving and paying out during each term; the average 

number each year of defaulting officers who received and 

paid out during each term, and the aggregate ratio of loss per 


$100 to the aggrezate received and paid eutduring each term, 
and including three years of Mr Van Burenas term. 
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of the Treasury, made to this session of Congress, 
except daring three years of the present term, 
which is made up from the President’s message; 
and other reports ofthe Secretary of the Treasury. 

1 have not been able to show the number of of- 
ficers employed in receiving and paying out the 
public money, nor the number who have been de- 
faulters since Mr. Van Buren’s administration com- 
menced. But by this table it appears that, although 
one of the largest defalcations has occurred, through 
a receiving officer, since 1836, that has probably oc- 
curred since the organization of the Government, 
yet the amount lost in this instance, compared to 
the whole amount received and paid out, is less 
than in any other period of the same time, from 
1804 up to 1828. It shows that, in every Adminis- 
tration, these officers have been employed; that 
their numbers have increased, as the amount of 
money received and paid ont increased, and that 
losses have been sustained through them: and it 
also shows that the number of receiving und dis- 
bursing officers employed, the number of defaulters, 
and the amounis lost to the Government by them, 
were as great, and even greater, whilst the Bank of 
the United States kept the public mosey, than at 
any other period, except during the last war with 
England, when the amount received and paid cut 
required a greater number ot disbursing officers 
before or since. 

The same reason has existed during the present 
Admunistration (in the Florida war) to increase tLe 
number of this class of cfficers; yet it is said, and 
I betieve truly, that no officer appointed by Presi- 
dent Van Buren has defaulted. He who failed to 
the largest amount (Mr. Swartwout) was appointed 
collector daring the existence cf the United States 
Bank, and some two or three years before the de- 
posites were removed. 

It then being the fact that this Government, like 
all others, has been, and is compelled, whether in 
connection with banks or not, to have officers who 
receive, and officers who pay out the public money, 
is it not unfair to charge failures which have oc- 
curred trough these officers, to the proposed syz- 


‘tem, which has not yet become a Jaw? Is it not ` 


disingenuous thus to attempt to prejudice and de- 
feat the present bill? All that is said upon the sub- 
ject by the Opposition, is wide of the question and 


character óf depositories, or officers who merely | was’ passed? The first, the greatest, and the 


keep the public money from the time it is received `i 


until paid out. $ 
There has been no practice in this Government 

that approaches se near to this point, and that so 

fairly illu-trates the keeping of the public menzy 


these men, are not as hone-t and as capable, as 
bankers and bank officers, such as cashiers, clerks, 


! and tellers?’ It seems to me a negative would 


amount to bold assertion. These, then, are the 


! persons who, by this act, are to have the immediate 


charge and keeping of the public money, from the 
time it is received until paid out, instead of placing 
it in banks. The details necessary to carry out 
these principles, I will briefly consider, in answer- 
ing objections to the system. 

Having examined the principles of the bill, I 
now proceed to nct.ce some of the prominent ob- 
jections urged against it. And first, the one which 
has been mast rung upon by the Oppositiun, from 
the very introduction of the measure, is the power 
it wou'd place in the hands of the Executive, 
or the union of the sword and purse. 


Every Opposition speaker brings in this as an | 


objection. Now ithas no existence except in the 
excited brain of an alarmist; and there is less pro- 
bability, or even possibility, that it should grow up 


` from this measure, than from the power heretofore 


vested in the President over the deposiles, and in 
receiving the paper of the banks for public dues. 
But what has been the course cf this party hereto- 
fore, when high responsible powers, intimately 
connected with the sword and purse of the country, 
were entrusied to the Presiden? When difficulty 


| wasexpeced with England, from the Northeast 
boundary question, March 2, 1839, a law was : 


passed which continued in force sixty days after 
the meeting of the present session of Congress. 


By this law, power was given to the President, vir- | 


tually to declare war with England; and placed at 
his command, and under his exclusive control, the 
whule army, navy, and militia of the United’ 
States; and authorized him, in addition to these, to 


,; accept 50,000 volunteers, if he deemed them neces- 


sary. Italso gave him the Treasury of the Go- 
vernment to raise [$10,000,000] ten millions of dol- 
lars by any means whatever, so that the interest 
should not exceed five per cent. and be redeemable 
after five years. This was uniting the power to 
declare war with the Treasury and the military 
force of the country, in the same person, and ap- 
proached as near to union of sword and purse, as 
can well be conceived in this Government. 
Where were these objectors when that law 


most of them, were iu this Flouse and tke Senate, 
where they are at presen!; and by reference to the 
Fouse Journal, page 688, it will be found that but 


` six of the whole number voted against that law; the 


by an <fficer of the Government, selected from ; 


amongst the people, as a mere depository, distinct 
from the character of one who receives, or one who 
pays out, as that of the Treasurer of the Mint of 
the United States and its branches. This practice 
or experiment is favorable to the system proposed 
by the bill. 
The following table, prepared from anthentic 
documents, exhibits the extent of the depository 
with these officers: 
Coinage of the Mint of the United States at Phila 
delphia, from 1793 to 1840: 
Gold - - - 
Silver - - - 
Copper - -  - 


53,119,571 90 
890,904 19 
. Total in 47 years, $80,109,258 59 

Being each year $1,704,452 31. 
By this, it appears that, during the period of 
forty-seven years, the sum of eighty millions one 
hundred and nine thousand two hundred and fifty- 


eight dollars and fifty-nine cents, equal to one-six- | 


teenth part of all the money received and paid out 
by the Government for the same time, has been 
under the keeping of the treasurer of the mint; 
and averaging each year the sam of one million 
seven hundred and four thousand and four hundred 
aud fifty-two dollars and thirty-one cents. This 
amount has passed through the hands of the trea- 
surer without any defalcation. With this expe- 
rience, will it be pretended that, from among the 
mass of American citizens, persons cannot be 
found, honest and capable to take charge of and 
safely keep the revenues of the Government from 
the time it is received until paid out? Or that 


$26,100,782 50 | 


others voting in its favor. And hy reference tu the 
Senate Journal, page 330, it will be found that not 
even one opposed it there. In the House, the vote 
was 197 for, and 6 against this power; in the Se- 
nate, 41 in favor, and none against it. Here these 
objectors who now are so much alarmed at what 
does no! exist, were willing to place upon the re- 
cords of Congress, to go down to posterity, the evi- 
dence of their confidence, that the President would 
abuse no power, however high, delicate or danger- 
cus, that was entrusted to him. This declaration 
upon the journals was made at the very time this 
measure, now under discussion, was before Congress 
and the country, and when the same alarm had 
been sounded against it. - Now, which should 
weigh most with the committee and the country—the 
opinion thus voted under the solemnity of an oath, 
or the declamation in speeches? The first I should 
take to be trne, and the latter for effect; and both 
together as a fair specimen of the kind of opposition 
made to the bill. 


Another objection is, that the bill estabfishes a 
National Bank. This is a strange one,coming from 
the quarter it does; for the idols of the Opposition 
are banks. None, I believe, however, except the 
gentleman from Massachusets, have attempted to 
point out in what part of the bill, this bank feature 
is to be found. He attempted to locate it in the 10th 
and llth sections, relating to deposi'es, drafis, and 
receipts. The attempt was rather unfavorable for 
one of his abilities, and served to convince, asa 
careful examination of those and the other sections 
will, that no such thing exists. If it does, then 
every person who deprsites his money in his own 
drawer, or gives a receipt for what is due him, isa 
banker, ap l 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


June, 1840, 
H. ot Reps. 


Another objection is the power of transferring 
and paying by drafts. I have shown that the pow- 
er over the kinds of funds to be received, and the 
place of keeping them, is taken from the Presi- 
dent and officers of his appointing, and placed 
exclusively with Congress by the bill. Bat the use 
of drafts is indispensable, and has always existed 
and been exercised, whether one bank, or many, 
or none were used. And I was the more surprised 
to hear this objection made by the gentleman frem 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusnine] who is so very in- 
telligent on all subjects. When the Bank of the 
United States kept the public money, (as I have 
shown) you had disbursing officers, and acreditor of 
the Government could not go to the bank and 
obtain what he claimed as due, at discretion. 


’ Congress then, as now, appropriated the mo- 


ney, requisition was made on the Treasurer, the 


_ amount to be paid was audited, and the Secretary di- 


rected it tobe paid. The Treasury draft was made 
for the amount, and the person obtained his money 
at the place directed in the draft or check. Here- 


. tofore, and whilst the United States Bank kept the 


` money, these drafts or checks coald be negotiated 


for any length of time, and in Some ins!amces were 


. transferred from one to another; but the present 


law will prevent it. The receipt of District Attor- 
neys and marshals, and certificates of patentees, 


' authorized by the 16th section, are, without any 


prohibition, to no more negotiable than'the certificate 
expressly prohibited by the 25th section, and a care- 
ful examination will dissipate all this attempt at 
bank-making for effect. 

Another objection to the bill is, that it will make 
one currency for the Government, and another for 
the people. ‘This objection assumes what Hamilton 
and his friends desired, and what the opponents 
of this measure are at least willing, if not anxious 


; to admit, thatthe Government is one thing, and 


the people another; or, in other words, a strong 


i: Government, in which the power is far removed 
l, from the people. 


Now such is not the nature of 


the Government. Itis of the people, for the peo- 


; ple, and withthe people; and has no existence or 


separation from them and their interest, and can. 


; have none. It receives its money from the people, 


and pays it to the people. It is every day receiving 
from, andevery day paying back to them, and by 
this bill will be compelled to pay in the identical 
kind of money received. This objection is a per- 


' version of fact, and seems to conceal one most im- 
` portant feature of the banking operation, which al- 


ways made one kind of currency for commerce, 
and another for circulation among the psople. 


i When did the day laborer, mechanic, artisan, 


or farmer, receive any thing else, in his ordinary 
dealings,than paper of the State banks—g1, $2, $3, 
and $5, with occasionally a $10 or $20 bili? Never 
Since the existence of the Bank of the United States 
in 1816; and when was this kind of bills used for 
commercial purposes? Never, and never can be. 
Even the merchants in the country, in the towns, 
or in the cities, who retail goods, and receive from 
the laborer and the farmer this kind of money, will 
not carry it with him any distance to buy goods, 


| but exchange or transfer it insome way for drafts, 
: checks, or better funds of some kind. Tis is ef- 
; fectually one kind of money for the great portion of 
' the people, and another for that pcrtion who are 


engaged incommerce. This has been, and is the 
greatest evil of the banking system in this 
country. By it credit has been attempted 
to be carried so far as to run it down to the 
smallest dealings; and to this end, ıt has inundated 
the country with small bills, from the circulation of 
which banks make their best profits, and have op- 
pressed the least wealthy portion of the people, in 
every part of the Union. 

Another objection is, that by exacting the reve- 
nue to be paid in specie, the revenues will be re- 
duced. There is nothing more in this objection 
than in the others, except it tends to the adjust- 
meat of the revenues before ‘1842. Let it be re- 
membered that at present more than one-half of the 
imported articles which come from other countries 
into this, pay no duties: of these, many are articles 
of luxury, of which the farmer and laborer do not 
partake so bountifally as others. 

Some of those articles should pay duty for 
the purpose of protecting, so far as protection arises 
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from equal taxation, similar articles, the growth or 
manufacture of this country, amongst which are 
silks. The taxing system, since 1816, has been une- 
qual, and has fallen heavieston the day laborer 
and farmer, for whom these objectors all at once 
affect so much sympathy. After the 30th June, 
1842, by the compromise act, the taxation will be 
reduced and equalized—the whole system of the 
revenue law will be reorganized. Jn this revision 
of the laws, daties can be so laid as to operate 
equally on all, and raise enough for the purposes of 
Government, and no more, and thereby return to 
the system adop'ed from 1789 to 1816. 

Another objection is, that the bill enables office- 
holders to receive gold ard silver; and this fur- 
nishes one kind of money for them and another for 
the people. This is like all other objections, with- 
cut foundation. There never has been, and there 
cannot be a time, without altering the Consti- 
tation, when officers could not demand‘ and 
have, gold and silver from the Government; 
and so with all other creditors; but the bill makes 
it imperative to pay to all, the same kind of 
money which is received. Who are these office 
helders? Are they above the people? This ob- 
jection assumes they are, but the tact is nct so. 
Officers of this Government are selected by, cr ap- 
pointed from amongst the people, and they and their 
families need support as others do; for money they 
must pay, and thus they send back into circulation 
what was received from the Government. If offi- 
eers could live without cating or wearing, and 
hoard up their salaries, there might be some grounds 
for the objection;, but in this country it happens 
otherwise, and few who are either cffice holders cr 
office seekers, lay up money by it. They too fre- 
‘quently spend all they receive and need more. 

Another objection is, that the system will lock 
up, and keep from circulation, a large amount of 
specie, and thus reduce the circulation in the 
country. 

Thisis like ali other objections when exposed. The 
whole amount which passes through the Go- 
veroment is estimated this year at less than 
[$28,@00,600,}] twenty-eight millions. This is re- 
ceived and disbursed quarterly, and only one- 
fourth of the sum is required every ninety days, 
which is seven millions of dollars; and if nothing 
was going out, until the end of the quarter it would 
be ninety days in gathering, and at the end of that 
time be thrown out into circulation again. But 
the fact is, that the money is as constantly going 
out, as itis coming in, and cannot be kept from 
circulaticn even for ninety days, and certainly no 
longer; if any amount, certainly not more than 
[$5,000,000] five millions, can at any one time ac- 
cumulate. And is this to outweigh the much 
greater objection there should be to giving the 
public money to be used by individuals for their 
own advantage? or is it as dangerous to lib- 
erty as the principle of taxing three-fourths 
for the benefit of one-fourth? Again, how does 
this objection comport with the practice of the 
banks, that now have and keep locked up from cir- 
calation more than one-third of all the specie in the 
country? The tendency of the objection, like every 
other, is evident, as wellas its futility. 

Another objection is, that the public money will 
not be secured by this system. This is an asser- 
tion without proof, for it has been admitied by 
Opposition gentlemen on this floor, upon other oc- 
casions, and is what all know, that the insecurity 
does not arise whilst the money is in the Treasury, 
bat when it is coming in and going out—in being 
received and disbursed. That you cannot dispense 
with officers in these operations, I have shown; and 
have we greater insecurity from them than if the 
money was kept in banks? It will not be pretend- 
ed that officers selected from among the American 
people may not, and will not, be found as honest 
and as capable to keep the public money in the 
same kind of vaul's and safes, as banks,and their offi- 
cers, such as cashiers, clerks, and tellers. Aside 
from the experience which the country bas had 
from suspensions, by reference to the table, giv- 
ing the number of banks, &c. it will appear that, 
from the commencement of the Government, of 
the whole number of banks, there have been fail- 
ures, beside suspensions, of one for every sever and 
_ à half of theirnumber—amongst these, the Bank of 


i 
| 


the United States, in 1819 and 1820 and in 1839) 
being as miserable as any other. 

Now, I inquire, whether the same proportion in 
numbers of any other class of institutes or per- 
sons, whether merchants, mechanics, farmers, or 
professional men, have failed? An examination, I 
believe, will show that the entire failures amongst 
the banks, have been greater in proportion to their 
numbers, than of any other interest, pursuit, or 


class of persons, and shows thatthe public money, | 


especially with the experience of the suspension of 
1837, is not more safe with banks tban with other 
persons, and meets the objection almost to demon- 
stration, that the public money is at least as safe 


; under the proposed system as it has been, or would 


be, with oneor with many banks. 

Another objection is, that it will force the specie 
outof the country, through commercial operations. 
This is incorrect. Butin connection with the compro- 
mise act, after 1842, it will produce precisely the re- 
verse. The credit heretofore allowed to importers, 
which ends in 1842,and allowing them,when they did 
pay, to do it in paper, tended greatly to in- 
crease the excess of imports. The importer need 
not make provision for paying his duties, but ordi- 
narily could sell and raise his pay, before the cre- 
dit on his bonds expired, pay his duties in such pa- 
per as he received and balance his aceount with 
specie, or other funds for a foreign market. 

Thus the importer could raise his means in this 
country from his goods, whether he was a citizen 
or a foreigner, and the facility of doing this depend- 


ed entirely cn the amount of paper circulation. Af- | 


ter paying his duties in such paper as he received, 
the balance could be converted into specie to carry 
with him, if a foreigner, or into something equally 
gocd; and if a citizen, to remit to the port from 
which he shipped. Every dollar thus sent away, 
took away so much basis of the paper circulation, 
and if the banks had in circulation three dol- 
lars of paper, fcr one dollar in specie, in their vaul's, 
every dollar taken away in specie, reduced the pa- 
per circulation three dollars, because when the 
specie basis was removed, the paper had nothing on 
which to rest, and must necessarily be called in; 
when this operation was going on, it effected the 


country,as in the last three monthsof 1839,when there _ 


was drawn from this to foreign countries upwards 
of four millions of dollars, which was so much spe- 
cie basis, and in the condition of the paper circula- 
tion in this country, compelled the banks to contract 
at least twelve millions, or many of them fail. 
Under the operation of this system after 1843, the 
importer will have to provide his duties in specie, 
before he lands his goods. If a foreigner, he will 
do this in the eountry from which he comes; if a 
citizen, he will do it here; but in either event, the 
amount of imports will be regulated by the specie 
basis of the country of each resident, and not by the 
paper circulation of this; thus, more than any and 
all other causes together, preventing excessive im- 
ports or fluctuations in this country, from commer- 
cial operations. 

The last objection which I shall notice, is, that 


this measure is a war upon the banks, destructive | 


to eredit, and prostrates commerce, manufac- 
tures, agriculture, and labor. This has been much 
relied upon by the Opposition, and especially by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. The objection is 
got up and urged, by assuming before the commit- 
tee and the country, that the day laborer, the far- 
mer, and the agriculturist, each depend upon ma- 
nufactures and commerce—that these last are inti- 
mately connected with, and rely upon banks and 
bank credit—that these institutions, and their means 
to afford this credit, rest in allowing them a con- 
nection and inflnence with the Government, 
through the use of its money, in depositing with 
them or receiving their bills. It presents the relation 
in which the Opposition in this House, and their 
leaders throughout the country, place the different 
classes of interests and people in the United States, 


and the principles of that party. When analyzed, it | 


amounts to what was asserted by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, that the great paramount in- 
terests in this country, are commerce and manufac- 
tures, and makes the banks the grand lever which, 
by the power derived from the use of the public mo- 
ney, moves every thing else: withhold this use, and 
all is prostrate and lifeless, The error of the ob- 


j H 


ection is in the assumption on which it rests. It is 
not true that either commerce or manufactures are 
the paramount interest of this country, or 
that their true prosperity depends upon the modern 
system of bank circulation. Where are our day la- 
borers, mechanics, and artisans? Are they not 
found in the great importing cities, the towns and 
villages, upon the public works, on every hill, and 
in every valley of this fertile and variegated land? 

And are not these in every country, but more es- 
pecially in this, they whose productive labor is the 
nation’s wealth? Where are the hardy fishermen 
upon your rivers and along your coasts, who draw 
subsistence for themselves and thousands of the 
human family from the watery element? Where 
are your woodsmen of the Northern and Eastern 
States, that furnish materials for your navy, and 
for export, from the foresis. Where is the provision 
growing interest in the great Valley of the Missis- 
sippi, which supplies the deficiencf in all othersec- 
tions of the Union, besides other portions of the 
world, with the staff of life? Where is the agri- 
cultural interest proper, which in Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, Ohio, and Kentucky, produce tobacco; and, 
in the more Southern States, vast quantities of cot- 
ton, which go abroad to eqnalize and pay the 
balance of your imports? Without the culture of 
cotton and tobacco, you would have nothing, com- 
paratively, to pay or exchange abroad, and your 
ships remain useless, and your sailors unemployed. 
Without the provision growers in all sections of the 
Union, the people would’ go unfed: and the gold 
and silver which comes from South America and 
the West Indies, in return for exports of flour, beef, 
and pork, from Western Pennsylvania, Western 


| Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, and 


Missouri, would cease to find its way to the import- 
ing cities of Bost, on, New York Fhiladelphia, and 
Baltimore, there to constitute, as it now does, the 
basis of bank issues and of true commercial credit, 
And vithout the laboring classes spread over the 
Union, the importer and manufacturer would have 
no consumer of their goods, and no source from 
which to receive their profits. 
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The above tib'e prepared from tue annual 


reports of the Scer-tary o” the Tre=sary, shows the | 


Yelative tnteresis in tis cometry, so fatast exports 
and bank profits arising from loans ant discounts, 
are ooocerned. 

On ergminaticn I think it will be clearly shown, 
that aithoush the bankers, who are made the pivot 
in this theory, are eruwirg rich by the millions 
apon mtions anneaty drawn from ths peop'e, 
yet newh-rthoy, nor commercé, nor manufactures, 
are, or shoe'd be, the first interest, either in pont 
of numbersor impcrtasce in this country. Bat, 
of all othe:s, the laboring and producing classes are, 
apd will be, the ereavest. Woat has been the 
legislation which this theory has civen rise to? 
More than three-fourhs of the action of Congress 
has been incident tc, and a large portion for, it 
exclasively. On the cher hand, where is the 
leeit'ation for the day labore:? Whilst vo'nme 
upen volume has been called (or, toshow the num- 
der, cond tion, and profits of bankers, no single line 
bas yet ever been offirially exhidited to this bedy, 
to show the number, con!iion, or wages of labor- 


ers. If the sane pains hai been taken to mheir ` 


behalf, as has been for bankers, so that by placiog 
the two site by side, and showing how labor has 
been raised cr depressed, as bank eircu’ation ex- 
pandei or contracted, the documentary facis 
would se'l! the ips of those who now pro'ess s9 
load}y in favor of labor. Hew has it been with 
the cotton interests? [ris true, w:thin a few years, 
the other g-owirg interest force! ‘telf upon your 
regard, waen you vers pe-sing your protctive 
system to i's uimost tension; but when has the te- 
bacco and provision interes's received any lesis!a- 
tive protect:on at your hands? Even the silk-cal- 
tare, that demands so loudly, has no” yet been 
heard successtol'y. The laborers, the provision 
growers. and tie acricuim ists, have natere’s aid 
in the forration of the c wniry, and may be ab'e 
to stand witacot specal pr tecuon from Congress; 
but they cannot stand if you continue to legi-late 
agains! them; and they have a right to expect and 
to demand that ycu will net continue to burden ard 
grind them with Leavy texes in the form of duties. 
This has been the cff-ct of this thecry. The same 
month in which the Bank of the United was ekar- 
tered in 1816, the taxes, under the name of protec- 
tion were raised, and went on increasing every few 
years, until it could Le no lonzer borne by the 
cotton growing States of the Union; and their re- 
sistance led to the compromise act of 1893, which, 
after 1835, began to cpua e by slight reduction. 

For the pu: pose of showing the increased taxa- 
tion and its progress wi h ithe Bank of the Unied 
States on tris assumed theory of protection, I 
have prepared the fcllowing table, with the rate of 
daty imposed by each tariff since the organization 
of the Government, on a few articles, of most uni- 
versal ase, and especially by thote, classes that are 
said to be depenent on commerce, bankers and 
manufaciurers. [S:e Table, next column.) 

This table shows how che dutes have been in- 
creased upon the articles given, since the first few 
years of the Government, It also shows how 
they have increase! with tte banking system, and 
especially since 1816, ard great ineqnai:ty since 
the departure from that system adopted at th: com- 
mercemert of the Gorernmest. It aito shows 
that the heaves! duties are upon the Lowest pred 
articles, an! such as are mostly used by the day 
laborer, mechanic, artisan, farmer, and agricul- 
torist. To bring home to each incividual this in- 
direct process of taxation, 2:.1 to show how it ope- 
rates, I submit tse following examination: 
Buppo-e one yard of coiton shirting or sheeting 

costs at the factory -~ - R cents 
The duty under the act of 1816 63 ~ 
Add carriage, &2. at 4 per cent 

on cost - - 
Add the prefit of the importer or 
manufaciurer which is a! ways 
pat upon the duty, as well as 
the orginal cost, ard may be 
safely estimated at ten per 


cent. ~ - - - 14 144 
Wholesale dealers’ per centage 

or profit may be safely esti- 

mated at five percent. - # 15 


Add retters tattiage, profit, &e. ie 


- $————13 cenis s 
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which may be sefcly estimat- 

ed at fifteen per cent - 2$ 174 

The average cost to the consumer being, as you 
have seea, 174 cents. 

These profits are low and lower than a majority 
do busine-s at, and yet all perceive that none of 
these persons lose any thing by the duty, but the 
last who buys for ue. On the contrary each has 
the sane profit on the duty, as cn th original va- 
luc of the article. The importer has more. If he 
manufactures or boys the artice abread, and no 
duty b- charged, he would have his prefit of ten 
per ernt. on the cos', (6 cents) and carriage 
(4 cent) only; but by charging the duty (3 cent) on 
which he has credit, from 4 to 12 months, without 
interest, he geis his profit of ten per cent. on it, 


just as he dies on the original cost and car- 


riage, and this without risk or investment. 

k is stl! mare advantageous to the home 
manutactwer, fir he pays neither tax nor duty, 
and yet he sel!s at the same price, or hither 
than the importer. Remember the argument’, 
in favor of the duty, is to prevent our manu- 
factnrer from being undersold. 

Woat difference do these drties make in the 
price of articles purchased and used by the con- 
sume:? Tne answer is found in the following ex- 
amination: 

Take the came yard of sheeting or any 
other kind ef cotton gocds at its va- 


lue of - - - 6 cents. 
Cost of transportation, 44 per cent, ey 
64 
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APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAT GLOBE. 


., Under the act of 1828, levying duti-s, 


Add importer’s or manufacturer’s profit 


of ten percent. - i te 
Cost to the wholesale merchant is CEs 
Add his profit of 5 per cent. - EA 
The cost of the article to the retailer is 74 “ 
Aid his profit, carriage, &e. 15 percent. 14 
gh 

The article with duty, costs 174 “ 
do without duty, costs 84 « 
Difference per yard, - - 8“ 


Of this 83 cents, there is only paid for 
dwy - - - 6 
Allow & for collecting, which is - li 


Leaving of the amount paid, which goes 
to the Treasury, - - 44 
take 
a yard of calico, or check, which is worth 
8 cents, and it costs the wearer 234 cents, 
Of which there gces into the Treasury 5} “ 
One yard cf flannel, worth 15 cents, 
cos's the wearer - - 50 
Of which there goes into the Treasury 172} 
One yaid of cloth, worth $1 25, costs 
the wearer - - $3 214 “ 
Of which there goes into the Treasury 75 “ 
Now suppose a laborer, mechanic, or farmer, 
from his hard varmiogs in one year, purchare the 
annexed quautity of goods—he would pay the fol- 
lowing rates, and tax: 


4 
(13 


6 yds. cotton at17łc. costs $1 (ic. the Treasury receives 26 c. 

G © calico atx3 “ 1 39: t 34 

3 flaunel at 50 ss 150 % 51 

3°" coh ¢3214 “ 9 638 “ 8225 
$13 56} $397 


By the above table aad caleulations, we see how 
this splendid system of indirect taxation operates, 
under the exisiing laws. By it, the consumer pays 
a tax into the Treasury of $3 37, and to merchants 
and officers through whose hands the goods and 
money pass, the sum of $1 564; and for the same 
articles which, without this system, he could, and 
should, if his interests were as mach regarded. as 
some others, buy for about $8 634, he is now com- 
pelled to pay $13 563. 

Now I ask if there is a day laborer, mechanic, 
or farmer, throughout this whole country, who does 
not, either for himself or family, it he has one, in 
the course of one year, purchase cotton, ealico, 
flannel, cloth, and such kind of articles, to: the 
amount of thirteen dollars and fifty-six cents, or 
more? There is not, 1 believe; and the majority 
perchase twice this amount. Here, then, is the 
whole taxing process by which the publie money in 
this country is raized; and this system, that falls so 
heavily, and almost exclusively, on the laboring 
and producing classes, is increased from year to 
year, undcr the plansible pretext of protecting ma- 
nufactures, and encouraging commerce, until, this 
year, the whole sum estimated to be drawn: from 


-the people is fifteen millions of dollars; and to 


make credit for these interests which are to be pro- 
tected by this system, the money thus drawn from 
the people is to be given to banks, out of which to 
make what they can. f 

Suppose Congress was to pass a -law expressly 
requiring every laborer, farmer, or other person, 
who bought cotton, calico, flannel, or cioth, 
to the amount of eight dollars and fifty cents 
in one year, to pay to the merehant or store 
keeper one dollar fifty-six and a fourth cents, 
and an additional tax into the Treasury of 
the United Siates, of three dollars and. thirty- 
seven and a half cents, for the use of the Govern- 
ment, and for protecting: manufactures—that~ the 
money thus paid, amounting in all to the whore re- 
venues of the country, should be given to the 
banks to use for their own profit, under ‘pretence 
of affording credit and facitity to commerce, 
would not the American people complain, and 
would they submit ta sack a system? ` It seents to 


me they-would require its. repeal, Yet thevaysem, 
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as it has been carried on since 1816, is as effectually, 
so, as if such a. law was enacted aqd enforced. I 
therefore appeal to the candor’ of all, whe- 
thef it is not a faxation of imore thati ` three fourths 
” of the Aùierican people, for the benefit of léssthan‘ 
one fourth; and if it is not fank injustice, which, if 
pefevered in, must’ lead to oppression, or to resis; 
tance? $ i R = > be ir : : = : 

Bat. this system has failed to. protest the, maau-, 
facturing interest of -the. country... The American 


people have acquiasced in the.different tariffs, and 


purchased their goods, on which they have paid 
théir tax% fo the 
nët I have shown with = patrietid ‘spirit and be- 
lier, that these tariffs were preventing’ the‘country 
fam being’ inukdated ‘with British’ goods, ahd 
would enabté the American manufactarer to tel at 
sah rates ak'to prevest his’ beg undersoll and 
broken down by the importer’ of “English ‘fabrics. 
Sach however has not been the fact, as will appear 


from the following PE = = 
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“Pais table is froh facts reported to Coi 


aud tells tiore truths than any theory can. Tee the 
experiénce of thé pas’, by which is shown, that un- 


der each pfttecti 


tective tariff, there was a much larger 


athbunt, ‘of gouds imforted froh abroad, and con- 
raped id the eoantry, than ml spr 

Were exported or sehit out.’ It pine , Shows that the 
higher ‘he tariff Was raised, t 


Feas getting dèbet? 


' The Patënce- in twehty-otte' ycas amounis to 


— a 


Genera} Government in the man-. 


“An ieceiving banked noth’ for Go- 


' In interest paid by the Go- 


, Toba 1887, = O BER TOT = 
ee — 35,597,429 00 | 
| On bonds taken for dates, from. 


|! tive to sach-donsequesites by a system of fiscal ope. 


‘she Government, and. leaving them ‘withent ‘any 
ucts whieh 


e’greater was the 
¢xoras of imports over exports, and the more the 
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; upwards of €298,000,000; and more than ope- 


half of this accrued under the last protective. 
tariff, and within five years. Add tfo this th’ 
excess of specie imporied pver what was exported 
from 1825 to 1838, and deduct from the whole 


-excess the reasonable profit for carrying in Ame- 


rican vessels, andthe balance again:t ihe country, 
now,anpaid, will be found about equal to all the. 
debts of the Sta’es. Now, who pays this batanceé? 


It must come from the earnings of the laboring t 


classes. | i 
The following brief considerations show why the 
system hgs so operated. First, the facility of pay- 


ing for foreign goods, and effecting exchanges ! 


abroad, through the State-stocks, in connection 


: witk the Bank of tbe: United States, as hereafter i 
Secondly; the ¢rédit Which ‘has been given | 
to importers for their duties. - This credit part, of | 


shown, 
the system has superseded: all other restraints laid 


upon impofiations, and has beed equaliy disastroas 


“to the Treasury. Tgrough it heavy.losses haye 


been sustained by Gpyerament, as is shown by the 
following statement >, eaten Caren l -o Se 
Losses of the Government since. its organization. 
Sia ee BY OFFICERS. Popa Te 
In receiving and paying out the public money, 

from 1789 to 1840. ss i- $8,814,238 89 

' BY CONNECTION WITH BANKS. ee, E Be 


vernment dues, that depretiated, 
_ from 1789 to 1836; $34,080,000 


974,722 


': In depositing with banks, 


from 1789 to 1836, 


veramen? on ‘account | 
of the banks withhold- 
ing deposites, since Oc- 


ry 


; BY IMPORTERS. -  - 
1791 10 1840 = ~.e o 28,442 956 67 


Aggregate a 


|; From this it appears that the losses, to. the G- 
_ vernmest; on bonds. fakea for duties, have been |, 
three times as greafas ‘by: defaulling: officers, and || 


four-finhs” as great: as -ikose sustained: ‘through 
banks; >A third rgasen* why. ihe.* yr temchaxso sig- 
nally fatled, ariseefrony the-proft-whieh-the im- 
porter ‘made-on the- s ed, in connection 
with the eredit-atlowed: him aud -the facility of 
“payidg in paper-cufreacy, as before: showh.~: ‘And 
afonrth reason, arose from: the inflation of the paper 
circulation of the coqatry. | Fhese: contideraions, 


|! IthinksshoW this objection, like most others, better 
' calculated to misiad than to- enlighten. ; And 1 | 
ii “think: | have also shown which. is, ard minet eor- | 
i: tinne tobe, the inipofiantinterest in this country; and 
| that the system of high tariffs whith tas só signally 
: failed ta- protect the country. against excessive im- 
i portations; has tenced to-such heavy and -uneqoal 
, | taxaion, thét-it should hot be renewed; and that | 
: the: paper.circolation, asesed in this country, has 
|| not, arid cannot, even by giving to the: banks the |: 
|! ase of the public money; benefit the sree commer- 


cial and manufacturing interests. cf thé country. 


|; In:doing sopt desi: eta be understood distinaly as 
i! aot: opposing the interests of any section of | this 
i; country; buty on: the contrary; as:desiring: the: pros: 
li perity-of-ali. But $ oppese a system whieh: leads 
! to.Wnequal législation and oppressive taxation: ’ -In 


the bill:no# under consideration 1: see a preventa- 


rations provided for the Government. I see io it 
no var upon. baaks or bankers, but a simpie.resist- 
atite to their encroachments updn‘the rights of the 
laboring and prcducivg tl>s-es, anda séparaticn 
of those modern money making iastitutioos, from 


Hnjust ddvantages, to the use of their ‘capital-for 
true commercial aod manufacturing purposes: : 
-*Blaving examined the principles of the bill onder 
consideration, and the most prominent objections 
trged against it, I propose now briefly to examine 
the “anlagonist system—a Bank of the United 
Bales, There now remains no doubt that the 


; 603 
H. of Reps. 


bill. 
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Opposition party of this House, ant their lead. rs 
throughout the country, are in taver of, and will, 
if they can defeat the present Administration, re- 
charter asother Bank, simi'ar to those heretofoie 
tried. Each member has for himself so avowed, 


` and has entered in.o an examination of the merits 


of such an institw'ion, in opposition to the prisent 


I shall not, however, now trouble the committee 
with any examinaticn as to ihe constitutioaality of 
such an instiiniion, but confine myself to its expe- 


: diency oniy. 


When the names of great and venerated men, 
such as Washing'on and Madis<n, are introduced 
as nuthority in favor of such an institution, Íde- 
sire the committee, and through them, the Ameri- 
can propie, to cons der the circumstances under 
Which ihese great and guod men acted. 

In 1791, under the present Constitution, this Go- 
vernment had a national debt of $75,463,476, which 
had been incurred in that arluous and protracted 
strugg!e of the Revolution, which resulted so glo- 
tiously in cur independence. This debt had to 
be.. provided for; embarrassment and distress 
met, the infant Government at i's very incep- 


_ tion, and taxed the ingenuity and patriotism of those 


whp had persevered in the mighty conflict, and were 
still determined 10 suuggle into greater political ex- 
istewce. Of these, no man had felt or suffered 
more than General: Washington, and ncne more 
fervently desired to see the new. born Constitution 
rise and live aboye. the diffcullies that had brought 
it into existence. The resources of the country 
were resirict:d, and the piccess of raising money 
for relief, by sales of the public lands, with the ma- 


(| jority was deemed too sicw, and a National Bank, 


ia principles similar to the Bank of England, was 


it the resort. 


- On the 25ih of February, 1791, General Wash- 
ington, after great deliberation, in which, no doubt, 


i! the embarrassed condition of his beloved country 
i; passed.in anxious review, signed the charter for 
es i i} the fret Bank of the United States. 
oe > TB 4,704 86 | 


Its capial 
was $10,000,000, one-fourth of which was: re- 
guired (but was not dune) to be paid in specie, and 
three-fourths in the national debt. The paper is- 


: sued by the bank was received for public dues, and 


the mmney of the Government was deposited with 
it, Thus, the debt which the country owed, con- 
stituted three-f-urths of the capital of the bank; on 
which the inierest ccutinued to ren, but which be- 
came.a basis forthe issue cf paper money. By 
this the Gevernment had a means of borrowing par 


_ peg.money, Which Was increased through the par 


ang was relieved from the immediate payment ©; 
that amountof the pub'ic debt which became bank 
capial. The creditor or holder of the Government 
debt continued to draw interest as before, and had 
the power.to issue paper upon it, with the addis 
tional use of the publio money. ‘This was a most 


| advantageous system to the stockhuiders, but af- 
| forded to the Government that temporary ‘relief 
it which it so much needed: ~- ` 


1811. Atthis time the resouices of the country 
were greatly developed—the national debt-mach re- 
duced—the Government re'ievéd from its. con- 
sequent embarrassment. aa: Congress, by the. voice 
of the-country, refused to recharier the institution, 
Tn 1812. the second war with Great Britain was 
declared, whilst Mr. Madison, another one of those 
great and good men. whose memories Americans 
venerate, was President. This second struggle far 
independence increased. the national debt, 468,57% 
764; and in 1816, the Government fonnd itself agatn 
préssed down with the sum of $123,639,692. Me. 
Madison found his country then, in precisely, the 
same Situation, that General Washington did in 
1791, and from sinilar causes, The pobiec lands 
had begun to frich.insome revenne, but still insuf- 
ficient to mezt the wants ofthe Government. 
Under these circumstances, Mr.. Madison signed 
the charter for the second bank, April 19, 1816. 
The capital ef this bank, was $35,000,000; of which 
one-fifth was required in specie, ead four-fifths au- 
thorized to be, paid, in the , national debt, opon the 
same principles of the first bank;and like iLoperated 
to give thé.temporary relief.so. much needed: From 


-The charter of this bank expired March the 4th, 
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these facts as they are recorded in the history of this 
country,and found in Congressional documents, I 
ask the committee, and through it the American 
people, to remember, first, that neither of these 
banks was chartered until the Government was 
loaded withdebt. LIask that it may also be re- 
membered that neither England nor France, that 
have been held up to us as patterns, nor any other 
Government on earth, ever created a National 
Bank, without first having a heavy national debt. 
Secondly, that the debt of this Government in both 
instances constituted much the largest part of the 
capital of those institutions; such has been the case 
in England, France, and all other countries having 
National Banks. Thirdly, that this Government now 
has no such debt. It has virtually none. Its nomi- 
nal debt cannot amount to $5,000,000, and pro- 
bably not exceed two millions; and this arising 
from the suspension of the banks in 1837, and de- 
siting the surplus revenue with the Sates. Now 
is itdoing justice to the memories of Washington and 
Madison, the tenor of whose opinions throughout 
were in opposition to the banking system, to say, 
or suppose, if they were now present under such 
different and more favorble circumstances than 
those of 1791, and 1816, that either would 
be in favor of creating another National Bank; 
or that either would be willing to plunge this Go- 
vernwient into a much larger debt than it has ever 
owed, for the purpose of making a greater bank 
capital than any that has heretofore existed? I 
thiak such assumptions an abuse of the memories 
of those great men. I have shown the system 
of taxation under different tariffs from the time 
the Bank was created, and the manner by which 
it and the other banks profited by the use of the 
public money, and will now examine what effect 
was produced upon eommerce, manufactures, pro- 
duce, labor, and the currency during its exisience. 
‘For this purpose I have prepared the following ta- 
ble from the report of a committee appointed 
by this House 10 inspect the books and examine 
into the proceedings of the Bank, made in 1832. 


EXHIBIT of the amount of specie drawn from 
each of the Southern and Western offices to the 

- Bank at Philadelphia, and to the branch at New 
York, from 1819 to 1832, a period of twelve 
years: 


ph pd pd pd jd pd pad poh ad pd sandll wend < 
a a0 a0 W N o0 O O W W X W > 
CORE CR CECE CROCE CRCECE GEG) ka 
a D O D N O Oa w O M O a 
S 
Bl Se SE gl FE 
3 me Co wo ef Q 
AE a E ge 1s 
Al an ose fo) u Oo % 
wn ooo we ee 
8 ow SoS E & 
x 
ta las y 
bmt wà ed CAD et = 5 
D J m O e229 o =) «1 OG a 5 
S| rav SAMaooel g |2 
S| 1 Seal toT w o o o on f=} = 
-4 weno me IO mm OOS he] < 
w m= O N OO m&@OOO & z has 
| DVN ewownon $ > 
Lad O OOD VUV Y Dow Íx 
Hi 
Rad | ow 
Wa 2D me De mw oS OO we 
S| ERS Rono ma 2, = 
P| SLSLOrE aA Saa] = 1S 
O| SeoeontHomanl wan a 
B Seenesens CESE] B D 
SSS2ISSO=s RDA 3 5 
n| ecemnrveowm omw ° a 
wili SSSeonuown Som 
: 4 jg 
= e we B a 
D S Ša T 2, 
‘@my NESS t eres 5 
& | Se Se! oa Q 
| © O 3 S, 
© no =] y 
8 =) Be | : P 
5 
% beet m & ae < 
a! w I me Y B = 
lg 2 SS v ae n 
© l = ÐI Owl Sl ft 5° 
BIS naw Sa’ a a5 3, 
l © ~I pes poe Da ~ os |* 
5 p 
: Orbe ow w bag 
a 23 Xiv S83 & 
x , m 
oa rts w 
Ce ere Clo ee Crs o S, a 
© o uU n ou o m w in 5 
a E LSSH zí a 
o| obop LVI IFI o = s 
wl Samnsseosn >a = 
wj SODSNWSSO Sip |= 
©@\|eawoocoom . B j 
SBooooe= a 


June, 1849. 
H. of Reps. 


= = A |a 
© o w 3 
= Ree to: 5 
Pye EO a E E A S D O G) 4 ® 
© © = a 
2 | s ° 
2 2 
<+ 
sl =S m jg 
© 5 =. 
SPSS re A 
elfeorrlrtrtrrigde ò © 
öl öö Z 5 
a He z, 
eo ° 
2al 23 
sj 3 |2 
eo lod 
m | wrwrw anes» Md 
SLBIED PONA yy @ Q 
œ | ww awl Bawnl Own a g 
=i On OSV vl < 2, 
oj] Qk Oe anwa WD = F 
= 
os ono. -3 0 tr U oO = 
Q a 
Bl - 8 »- B® 7 |o 
N| eRe go © V = fof 
tw] We Rol wel tof el 
Ql auawe ao © V aA Q, 
a a] QO i O m aim -4 S z 
Aj anaana oo o o ° ad 
YVO SS S > 
< 
elu -2| rla 
a3} © Q oS = < oO 
E| SL S Se S 5 E 
& %0 an owe So w = 
3 Se'itgrias' sat 5 R, 
© =m 0 for} oo So = ~ 
[2] orn on on © 5 
Kam on ao oo [=] 
21s 2 |è 
oS oS D 
i=) = © o 
efs! (UNSS S S D D S D! 7. 5 
oS So o D 
ale 
© © M 
m 
=| zZ 
Kd NWN m ® t 
2] Meroe wwtem~a 2 4 2 
Di DOnweDVw Aa S Ee. 
P| Vorne DRONS , 9 a. 
DO] WONN ADON. — w 
ww NSW OWtr tr HW Warsn S [=] 
bi DOonNr POOH =3 5 bad 
we we CO oe 8 Og OD 88 N w 
Sl AVDA Doa D D o o 
E 
8 LYNE De ee o> 
ao ONON W & WE 
W TEREE REE qR 
D | SLY e m Lr O m onr o u.o 
a O N e n ODO a a OOO OV “DR 
D MOm QD N N O O m SI m 
~ D Oaa OW = wD WP CO ae 
tO | SB ee CO a et a ot Be DOD ATO is 
= AW "3D OO Orn & D 


This table shows the regular system with which 
the Bank extracted specie, and concentrated it in 
its own vaults, or sent it abroad—that this extrac- 
tion was from the producing, and more especially, 
the provision growing sections of the Unior. The 
amount drawn from New Orleans evinces this. 
During the same time, in addition to the amount 
drawn from that place, the Bank exported from 
thence, direct to Englandand France, an additional 
sum of $947,325, making the whole amount drawn 


from that port nearly equal to two-thirds of the | 


whole amount which it gathered in eleven years. 


I have before shown what proportion of the spe- | 
cie which comes into this country, arrived at the | 


port of New Orleans. By the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury in 1839, it amounted to 
$2,178,348, nearly one-third of all that came into 
the United States, in other years, but which will be 
much more this and the succeeding year. Of this, 
the largest portion was from South America and 
the West Indies, in exchange for provisions. This 
was the case during the exisience of the Bank, 
and must continue to be. This specie would na- 
turally, if uninterrupted by paper issues, find its 
way, as much of it does now, to the sources where 
fleur, bacon, and beef are raised, in Missouri, INi- 
nois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, Western Virginia, 
and the western part of Pennsylvania. There it 
would constitute the circulation, pay for the public 
lands, and be a basis for, trae commercial credit, 
and find its way into other sections of the Union, in 
return for the merchandise consumed in the Great 
Valley of the Mississippi, where it would again 
perform the same offices. But, by the Bank of the 
United States and the State banks, inflating tne pa- 
per circulation, the specie wzs kept out of view, by 


i which the Bank was enabled to draw from New 


l Orleans, Kentucky, Ohio, and Pittsburg, such large 


amounts. It shows, also, the rapid increase, un- 
lti it had amounted to mote in eazh of the two last 
years, than is estimated to be received from the 
sale of public landsthis year. 

Whilst this process was regularly carried on by 
the Bank, the taxing power was also going on; and 
how did the paper of the State banks stand with this 
institution? It will be seen by the following table, 
prepared from the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, made to Congress in 1838. 


A TABLE showing the rate of discount at Phila- 
delphia on the paper of the best banks of the 
Southern and Western States, from 1821 to 
1831, inclusive, a pericd of eleven years during 
the existence of the Bank of the United States; 
and also the rate of premium paid by the Bank 
for gold and silver, from 1824 to 1831 inclu- 
sive: 
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This table shows how the Bank of the United 
States influenced the paper circulation of the States. 
The depreciation of the paper of the best State 
banks, and in the same sections of the Union from 
which it drew such large amounts ot specie, is con- 
clusive as tothe way in which it regulated the cur- 
rency. It proves that ihe paper of the Bank was 
the standard by which all the paper was tried, and 
that when the Bank had somewhat recovered from 
its difficulties in 1820, &. after 1824, it kept receiv- 
ing gold and silver as it increased the quantity 
drawn from the States. These two facis, prove 
conclusively the demand it had for epecie, and that 
its paper was gradually sinking below the value of 
gold and silver, until, in 1831, it was five per 
cent. Add this difference between gold and silver 
and the paper of the Bank, to the difference be- 
tween the paper of the Bank of the United States 
and the State banks, and you have, as in the last 
column, the true discount of the paper of the State 
banks from gold and silver. in 1831, at the counter 
‘of the great regulator. This was the condition of 
things, in the most prosperous existence of the 
Bank, and before the public deposites were re- 
moved, 


What was the price of produce during these 
Bank operations? I refer to the following state: 
ment for an answer: , 


June, 1840. 
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PRICES of wheat from 1820 to 183], inclusive; 
and also from 1831 to the 21st of February, 1840, 
in the eastern part of Ohio, 


Years. Prices. Average price. 
1820, From 15 to 25 ets. 20 cts. 
1821, 25 373 31 
1822, 37 40 384 
1823, 37 40 384 
1824, 40 45 424 
1825, 3T «40 384 
1826, 31 45 38 
1827, 50 50 
1828, 50 50 
1829, $106 70 78 
1830, 50 50 
183}, 50 50 
1832, 75 56° 654 
1833, 59 6l 594 
1834, 50 68 59 
1835, 56 110 83 
1836, 110 1415 1123 
1837, 120 110 115 
1838, 100 110 105 
1839, 108 60 84 
1840, 50 50 


[From Kinsey’s and Patterson's Mills, Belmont co, O. 


This statement is furnished from two of the 
oldest milling establishments in Ohio, and taken in 
connection with the taxing system above shown, 
exhibits the situation of the farming interest, whilst 
the Bank of the United States was carrying on its 
operations, even to the time the deposites were re- 
moved. Wheat being the great staple, the above 
table, with the following, show pretty fairly 
the relative value of all other kinds of produce 
and provisions in different parts of the Union. 
From these the wages of labor may be fairly in- 
ferred, as they invariably go together. 
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These exhibits not only show the prices of pro- 
duce from 1820 to 1840, but they fix the basis on 
which to ascertain the price of labor, which was 
during the first ten years of the period, equally low. 
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If proof, beyond the recollection of those now living, 
were necessary, the following extract froma speech 
ofthe Hon. Henry Clay, in 1824, is sufficient, at 
least with the Oppositien, who now have so much 
care on this subject. 


Niles’s Register, vol. 26, pages 378 and 387: 

“In casting our eyes around us, the most prominent circum- 
stance which fixes our attention, and challenges our deepest 
regret, is the general distress which pervades the whole county ; 


“The truth is, that no class of society suffers more in the pre- 


; sent staguation of business, than the laboring class. Thatis a 


necessary effect of the depression of agriculture, the principal 
business ofthe community. The wages of able bodied men vary 
from five to eight dollars per month; and such has been the 
the want of employment, insome parts of the Union, that in- 
stances have uot been unfrequent of men working merely for 
the means of present subsistence. Ifthe wages for labor here 
and in England are compared, they will be found not to be 
essentially different,” 


The following additional extracts from the same 


. authority, add to the testimony on this subject, and 


show also the depressed and miserable condition of 
commerce and manufactures: 


Extract from Niles’ Register, June 19th, 1819. Bound vol.. 16, 
page 273. 

“Our Manuratorims.—We hear of the shutting up of seve- 
tal large manufacturing establishments. It is probable that 
during the present summer not less than 15,000 persons, and it 
may be many more, who subsisted by employment in those es- 
tablishments, in ad.tition to the great numbers already dis- 
charged, wil! be thrown from the productive into the consum- 
ing classes of the people. The political economist will rsti- 
Bate the effect ef this on the national wealth.” 


Same volume, pages 356 and 357, July 24th, 1819. 


_ “Want or EMPLOYMENT.—The greatest evil to be deprecated 
in the present deranged state of things, will be the dead loss incur- 


i Ted by casting many thousands of productive persons into the 


consuming classes of the people. Most of our manufactories 
have stopped or are about to stop, and every branch of mechani 
cal industry is reduced from one-third to one-half of its recent 
amount: the first, by the great sacrifice that is made of imported 
goods, by bankrupt owners in England or bankrupt importers 


here to raise money to riot upon until their accounts with their 


creditors are settled ‘according to law’—the effect on the others 
is produced by the sudden stoppage of the circulation of money, 
in conseqaenee of the frauds committed in kanks, and the jea- 
lousy and fear which these institutions have of one another; 
powerfu'ly assisted, too, by the apparent determination of the 
United States Bank to eat up all the State banks, immediately.” 


Same volume, page 274, June 19th, 1819, _ 

“BaNKING.—We have prepared a pretty long article on the 
‘equalization of exchange,’ as now practically felt by the ope- 
rations of the Bank of the United States, in refusing to issue ite 
own notes; of which, a little while aga, enough could not be 
signed to fill up the currency, and about which Congress was 
petitioned, &c. Butsuch things must be expected! ‘We have 
fallen on evil times.’ We think we shall be able to show that 
by a procedure like this, the bank 1s really invested witha more 
dangerous and destructive power than many of its most invete- 
rate enemies expected. May it not be a new speculation 
United States Bank stock at Philadelphia, June 15th, in the mar- 
ketat 91 1-2; 90 1-2 offered—no sales.” 


Same volume, page 417, August 2Ist, 1819. : : 

“Never did an institution exist that more completely blasted 
the public expectation, than this bank has done. Its policy, 
though founded’upoa onposite extremes, has been equally mis- 
chievons or malevolent. The original purpose of its framers 
was to get monev—the object of its present managers is te ac- 
quire power. The former was a desperate set of speculators— 
the other is a conclave of tyrants. Gold was the god that the 
first worshipped—the second gives up all to ambition. Cæsar 
or nothing, is the device inscribed on the entrance of their 
council chamber.” 


* * * s 


+ 
“Certain facts have just reached me from a source in which 
Ihave as much confidence as if the confession were made by 
the Secretary of the Treasury tome in person, that the Trea- 
sury of the United States is already in a subservient condition 
tothebank. In April last’ the bank resolved that it would not 
receive of Government its own bills, and credit them as cash, 
except when tendered at the places at which they were payable; 
that it would not pay the Treasury drafts at any place 're- 
quired,’ except the public moneys had accumulated there to 
a sufficient amount, unless upon a notice given to allow the 
bank time to do so, on commercial principles, &c. To which the 
Secretary submitted. 
-“ Every body knows and feels the grand deception of this 


. institution, as to its pretension to furnish a circulating medium 


of an equal and certain value in all parts of the United States; 
but things like the preceding, in regard to the Government, 
were hardly expected by any one so soon.” ` 
Report of the Bank Committee 1832, pages 16 and 18. 
“The committee feel it their duty now te give their views as 
tothe cause of the present distress in the trading community, 
and which they fear may greatly increase. It ig an acknow- 
ledged principle that like causes in all cases, produced like 
effects; and as in 1818, contraction followed the expansion of 
1817 and 1818, soby the same rule, must contraction follow 
the immense expansion of 1830 and 1831, and like effects and 
consequences succeed. | 


2 kd 2 a Ld 


“ The committee believe that the cause of operations by the 
bank, during the years 1830 and 1831 have been nearly of a 
similar character to those of the years 1817 and 1818,” 

Almost at the same time, with the Bank of the 
United States, commenced the internal improve- 
mént spirit, which, during Mr. Adams’s administra- 
tion, received a new impetus, that was only 
checked on the part of the Federal Government by 
Genéral Jackson’s veto on the Maysville road bill. 
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This did not effect the States; and mostof them 
continued to carry on the system, by raising money 
on the credit of their stocks. To this I oppose no 
objection whilst kept within the means of the State. 
But the system was persevered in until, for this 
and banking, most of the States now find them- 
selves largely in debt, as appears from the fol- 
lowing table: 
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The stocks on which these debts were predicated, 
during the period of the above fluctuations, mostly 
passed under the control of the Bank of the Uni- 
ted Siates, and to that extent enabled it, as a 
vacuum was created by the payment of the na- 
tional debt, to fill it up by sending those stocks 
abroad, principally to England; until, with what 
have since been contracted, nearly the whole of 
the State debis are held by English bankers and 
brokers, and are supposed to amount to nearly 
$200,000.000. This operation has had a threefold 
effect First, in stiroulating to excessive importa- 
tion, through the facility it afforded for payments 
and exchanges abroad, as is evident from examin- 
ing the periods and amounts in the table of ex- 
ports, and the table of loans. Secondly, by in- 
creasing the papet circulation in the country, pre- 
dicated on the money and credit obtained abroad, 
through the State stocks. And thirdly, in keep- 
ing up the credit of the United States Bank, and 
uniting it and the State banks, (in the language of 
Mr. Biddle) “by a bond of sympathy” in one com- 
mon interest; and now, in all their operations, 
conspiring to the present state of things, precisely 
as the Bank of the United States did from 1817 to 
1820. This conclusion is sustained by the follow- 
ing data: [See Table *] 


Now, if it be true, as proved, that the operations 
of the United States Bank, by increasing its circu- 
lation in 1817 and 1818, and calling it back in 
1819 and 1820, produced the embarrassment and 
distress that followed; and if it be true that like 
causes produce hke effects, is it not demonstrated 
by the above table that the operations of ail the 
banks, in issuing and loaning so much greater 
amounts, from 1835 to 1837, and from 1937 to 
1840, cailing in still more of their circulation and 
loans than it did, have produced the present embar- 
rassment and distress in the country? The relative 
time of contraction to the time of expansicn, in 
each case, and the proportions which the aggregate 
increase and decrease of loans and circulation bear 
to each other, at the respective periods, leave no 
room fer deubt. But there is additional evidence, 


Or. 


yu Cona- 1st. Sess. 


A STATEMENT uf the excess of imports consumed in the À 


~counity above the exports ofdomest:c products, taken from 
it in consequence of the bank expansionsof 1817 and 1813, 
and of 1835 and 1836. 


! 
Year. Imports. 
18t7 | 79.891 93t | 63.313,500 11 572.431 
1819: 102.323 304 | 73.04 437. 22468 867! 
1819. 67,959,3°7 | 509TH SBS 16.92479 
1835 129.581 247 1ULTEQOR2 2ZMAL 5 
1836. 168,233,675, 106,915 630. 61,316,995! 


1837 119134255. 95,5G4414 23503211! 113,089,001 | 36 mo. 


Time. 


— 


| 
Exports. Excess. |Total excess. 


57,029,777 | 36 mo. 


ASTATEMENT showing the amount of gold and silver, which | 
went out of this country in 1821 and 1822, after the excessive . 
importations of foreign goods in 1817, ISLS, and 1:9; and, al- `i 
so, the amount that went out in 1839, after the excessive im- | 


portations of 1835, 1836, and 1537, 


| 

| 

1R | 88,061,890 310478 059 92413, 169 | l 

12 , 3,360,818 10,840,130, 7,440,334 | 99,853,503 24 mo. 
of: ' : i 

iss | 5.574.963 8,775,443. 3,201,180 

tof. em cial os a: 

1839 1,131,280 5899.985" 4.768.679 7,969,859 ; 12 mo. 


These tables show that, commencing with the 
expanaionsof the Bank in 1817, in three years, 
thate Had been brought into this country and con- 

_ sumed, goods from other parts of the world, above 


Year! Imports. Exports. | Excess. ,Total excess ' Time. 


all that was produced and sent abroad, upwards of - 


fifty-seven millions of deliars—an- amount wich 
had. acerued in three years against this country 
equal to more than three-foer-hs of the whole sum 
spent io the last war with Great Britain. Tis 
balance against us hatto be paid, and yon per- 
ceive from the tabie, that immediately afier, and 


in the midst of the -distiess of oar people, ail the gold i 
and silver which came into the coontry was cerried | 
out, and of what was in the ccuntry before, more | 


than nine mi:lions, in addition, being three times as 


great as all the specie hetd by the Bank at any one | 
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APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Independent Treasury—Ar. Parrish, 


____Sune,. 1849, 
H. of Reps. 


a, 


time du-ing that period. Precisely so it has been, 


commencing wila the expansion of all the banks 
in 1835. In three years the imports into the coun- 
try exceeded the exports from it upwards of one 
hundred and thirteen millions of dollars; and as 
the expansien of all the kanks wes greater than 
that of the Bank of the United States, so the excess 
against us in the last three years is much larger 
than the excess of the first three. Thus the coun- 
try, at the commencement of 1838, had a balance 
against it in amount nearly equal to the whole na- 
tional debt in 1816; and as in the first instance, so 
in the last—the gold and silver began to go abroad; 
and in 1839 all that came in went out, with an ad- 
ditional sum of nearly eight millions—equal to one- 
eighth of the estimated amount of all tae specie in 
the country. This drain is still going on, and must 
continue through this year and perhaps next, un- 
less our exports -hall exceed our imports, as was 
the case in 1821. 3 ; 

High” tariffs could not prevent this exeess, as I 
have shown, but increased issues of bank parer in- 
duced ‘them; and when the country is in debr, it 
must pay. This predaces distress. The operation 
tothe whole coun'ry is preciszly as it would be to 
an individual. Pursuing this subject still furthar, 
the follawing tabie shows that the banks have 
caused the present !ow prices for produce, and low 
wages for labor, by cailing in their loans and pa- 


per. 


| 


a> SHS AHS r=] 
BS Bs FoR ST ay 
aa TTO AE g 2 
Om A395 ?Re zee Ei 
R o T 2 3 
a F | o 5 
J 3 S 
tw wh 
£3 S8ee333e8! 5 5 
Jr Z257 ete | s 
LR ZLLVLERL- f = 
oD Sree nv sour i a 
l S 
n bid i s 
PD PARPAMANH ; 5 
SE ERESPRSY| Í a 
= SENET = ! 
BS BESSSSSS|- vopemong S. 
X WW Sp op i 5 
E EEREEPEER =. 
SS SarsresagZi > 
zJ 
2 ros pS 
a BP NS mp C8 7 ` 0S 
S B BBSS |. wnenwg Z5 
& P S3958 j <a 
B® & PSZ | =g 
B 2 Z2REB Sz 
a 
bd oS > 
EN Sr 
2 rs S 
“a + uopsuedxy So > 
an | ‘ c S] 
© wO eH 
wo | ` RI R 
ot a i o 
= 1°88 
a eee | ' 83 
T ' Pie a S - ne t 
pan D EANN ra = 92 
s © m * pm 
Ha 
S? 
= - =- Y 5 
fe) i ini, 
! 9 
p eS x t = 
vi NO WW woo] _ - pI :! ak 
x = © 
NB BABBLAG | -aeq aad 0J 4 
nse a Bee y ; 3 
—— ee aaae aeee 
BA 
= - = maj) 8 
a 2 ERRRA = 
Bad Loew az 
uw 
ig |- a A S 
B 
So pees a 
= à beoga |7 > wy = 
3 te V i a 
> 
m 5 
L i - `- WY! = 
29 if J 


The price of fluur is taken from an Opposition 
paper in Cincinnati, Ohio, and the costractions, from 
the monthly returns of the banks,made pursuant to 
law. The statement shows that as the banks eal'ed 
in their paper, and reduced the circulation, the 
price of flour, which is always a fair average of 
other kinds of prodvce, and of labor, continued to 
falls until, atthe end of eleven morths, the paper 
circalatien in the State was reduced nearly one- 
half, and the price of flour in the same proport on, 
even-to a fraction. From this, and o'her examna- 
tions I have made, I bave no dou!t, if the inquiry 
was carried out, the same results would be 
fonnd- in ail the other States, This is fairly 
ind:cated “by the last columns of the table, 
showing the prices of produce in 1821 and 1840. 
Under these circumstances, it is now proposed 
by the Opposition to renew the system, by creating 
another bank, with larger capital than the last; to 


| tion or eqvally odious diseriminat nz duties. 
ʻi first open avowal of thjs whole scheme of the 


| ana provided for. 


do which itis necessary, and is propes:d, to have 
a national debt, equal in magnitu‘e to the pro- 
posed Bank. Thisdebt is to be created by the 
Federal Government assuming the Sate debts, 
and becoming paymaster to the British bankers, 
who hod them. 

Cut off the only source from which the Govern- 
ment receives money into its Treasury, without 
taxing the people, by giving away the public lands, 
and this will necessarily require more money to 
be collected from the people, either by direct taxa- 
The 


pariy opposin’ the Sub-Treasury in this Heuse, is 
found in the journals of tbe pre.ent session, page 
222, January the 18h, 1346: ` 


“Mr. Gentry gave notice that he should to-morrow, or on 


| the earliest opportunity which presented itself, ask leave to 
; bringin a bill providing for theassumpuon of certain debts of 
: the States, and for the appropria ion of the proceeds of the 
. Public lands for the pay:nent thereof” 


This proposition comes from a gentleman of 


| acknowledge ability, from the State of Tennessee, 
and one who deservedly stands high with his party, 


Again, on the journals, pages 541 and 542,:the 


following motion will be found, which was ‘made 
i by a member who has been some. years in Cons 


gress, and may be considered a leader of the Oppo- 


i sition ia this House: 


“The States were now called for resolutions, commencing 
with Kentucky, 

“Mr. Pope moved the following: 

“ Resolved, That it is neces-aiy and proper to establish a 
National Bank, with a capital of seventy mi'iions of dollars, to 
aid the fiscal operations of the Government, revive the foreign 
and domestic trade and business of the country, restore -pudlic 
and private confidence and credit, put into active and brisk cir. 
culation the moneyed capital of the nation, and thereby invi- 


i! gorate all branches of business aod industry, give employment 
j, to the laboring classes at fair wages in gond money, relieve the 
+ people from the heavy turden of taxes now imposed on them 
, by the present deranged condition of the exchanges and bank 


paper, reform the ex.sting disorders in the currency, and se- 


i; cure to the nation a stable and uniform standard of value by 
: excluding a spurious and ruinous paper curreney from eircu- 


lation, and to prepare in part the pecuniary means of war; ten 


- millions of the capital to ba reserved for the United States; at 
i; least one-halfof the residue of the capital tu be allotted te the 
:, States, and divided among them according to their representa- 
i, tion in Congress, and the residue ol thestock to be subscribed 


by American citizens and corporations, under proper rules and 


' restrictions, who shall pay into the Treasury of- the United 


States a premium of —— dollars on every hundred shares of 


'| stack subscribed; one ormore braches to:be established in each 
© State now existing, or which may hereafter be admitted into the 
+ Union; the interest on loans by the Bank not to exceed six per 
» cent. for the first five years, and after the expiration of five 


years the said Bank is not to take more than five per cent; 
no note to ba issiad by the Bank of a less denominition 
iban five dollars; ater five years the bank shall not issse uny 
nove of a lessdenomination than ten dollars, and after the expl- 
rationof ten yearsthe bank not tu issue any note of a less de- 
nomination than twenty dollars. No foreigner shal! be a direc- 
tor or vote fora director in said bank. Gach State in which a 
brinch ahall be located, shall have ! he appointment of one. die 
reciorin-such branch. besides its due‘participatior in the gene- 
ral election of directors. The deposites of the public money,to 
be made in the said bank, to be disbursed as may be requi ed 
The bank, on reasonable notice, tolendtothe 
‘Jovernment any sum net excecdiat ten miflionns without the 


+ consent.of hoth parses. The hank never fo suspend specie pay- 


ments without the cousent of Congress, and never to have notes 
in «irculation exceediiiz twice the amount of specie in its 
vaulta. . 

Resolved, That to aid the public credit and finances of the 
several States, and the better w enable them te take the propor- 
tion of bank stock allotted them in the first resolution, the pro: 
ceeds of the public lands,to he received after the first day of Jae 
nuarynext, ought te be distributed ameng them according to 


: the representation of each in Congress alter the next apportion- 


ment of representation—one half of the land fund paid to each 
Siate to be vested and pledged for the support of common 


i. schools, and the other half for internal improvemen’s and such 


other purposes as the States respectively may drect 
Mr. STANLY moved to iay it on thetabic. . 
Mr. Evesxett made the question ef consideration, and under 
thar motion the resolution, according to a rule of the House, ties 


i over.” } : : 


The whole system is here-developed; and the ob- 
jects which areto. be effected by if, are those which 
I have shown neither tariff nor bank hasever yet 
been able te do. Itassnmes to relieve the people 
from embarrassment and taxation; but instead of 
hee, will increase both. A tew brief reflection 
will prove this. 

The State debts which are proposed to be as- 
samed, as shown by the above fanle, to be more 
ia amount then any former debi owed by this uo- 
vernment, and the interest on it ai five per cent. 
wh:ch is rather below the average, won'd amonnt 
io -. - 7 - $10,000,000 
This sum. would be required in gold 

and silver, to pay the interest, which 
„tas to be cope. every. six -months,. 


June, 1840. 
26rax Cona»... ist Sess. 


and added to the appropriations 
made this year - - - 22,750,000 
Which, if not annually hereafter in- —— 
creased, Would make the sum of 
Thus you see the necessary appropria- 
tions ran up nearly one-half every 
year without paying any part of the 
debt. You have given away your 
public lands, from which nearly one- 
fourth of the money is estimated to 
-be received at present, and the 
whole amount that could be calcu- 
lated upon to meet this heavy appro- 
propriation would be - - 15,100,000 


Leaving an amount to be raised of 


$18,650,000 | 
This sum, equal to what is already reveived, must |; 


be raised, and as the public lands are gone, it can ` 


only be raised from the people; this can only be 
done by levying a direct tax; or indirectly, by lay- 
ing high duties, under the tariff system. This is 


the only alternative, and the tariff will be the re- . 


sort. ‘To meet the demands of the Government it 


will of necessity be one hundred per cent. higher : 


than.at present. Here will be, then, a renewal of 
all that I have been describing. Instead of little or 
no national debt, as at present, the country would 
be loaded with upwards of two hundred millions; 
instead of reduced taxes through duties, higher 
taxes from tariffs than have ever been collected; 
instead of the Sab-Treasury, a National Bank with 
a capital composed of national debt; and instead of 
having the public money used for public purposes 
alone, it will be deposited with and used by bank- 
ers; and the whole system ends in completing what 


its principles tend to, taxing the many for the be- - 


nefit of the few. Against this I oppose my vote in 
favor of the Sub-Treasury. 


SPEECH OF MR. COOPER, 
OF GEORGIA, i 
In the Howse of Representatives, Ji 
On the bill to establish an dent Treasury. 
Mr. COOPER said: I rej 
an opportunity is at length 


d 
ce, Air. Speaker, that | 
piférded me to assign 
the reasons why I suppoftAhis measure. Con- | 


vinced of its propriety ar.dwectitade before it was 
recommended by the present Administration, I have 
watched its progress before the country, in the 
hands of the present rulers, with immense solici- 
tude. I look-on it as involving directly an issue 
between the people and the bank corporations of 


the country; whether the former shall keep their | 
money, so as at all times to use it without danger - 
of detriment to themselves, or whether the banks, | 


by keeping and possessing it, shall dictate to the 
country the time, as well as the mode and manner, 
of using the public money? 

This is an inquiry of vast moment. 
sion depends the future characteristics of our Go- 
vernment. By the adoption of tbis bill, it may re- 
tain the form and substance of a Republic; by the 
adverse policy, it may for a time preserve the out- 
ward appearances, but in reality it will soon be- 
come an unlimited consolidation of powers. 


The gentleman from Pennsylvania, who hasjast | 
taken his seat,[Mr. Bippie,] alwayseloquent, pro- ;; : 
mised usin the outset he would ofier something for | bronght wiih ns Bere, 


us, not for his constituents, and would address our ` 


understandings, not our prejudices. This promise 
from one so competent to fulfil it, was a pledge 
that we should receive light and instruction. It 
therefore gave me pleasure. In the discharge of 
this obligation, however, he has been unmindful of 
his duty under it, or else has placed an estimate on 
the good sense of members, by no means flaitering 
to them. A very large proportion of his speech 
was devoted to eloquent declamation, on points se- 
condary to the questions at issue. The apelogy 


for this may be that his distinguished colleague | 
from Philadelphia, [Mr. Szrcrant,] who preceded | 


him in an able and very elaborate manner, covered 
the whole ground of argument. 

Two questions, however, were asked by the first 
named gentleman [Mr. BIDDLE] very pertinent, 
pointing to the merits of this bill. 

Ist. “When you have gotten the specie into the 
Treasuty, how (he asked) is it ever to come out,” 
since the paper circulation will be less valuable? 

39 
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Qd. “When, by this operation, the paper medi- 
um shall be discredited, how are you™o restore its 


|! eredit?”? These I will, in the sequel, endeavor to 


$33,750,000 i | answer, 


Besides these questions the main topics of this 


‘ gentlemaa’s remarks were the State banks, and a 


defence of the administration of the late United 
States Bank. These points, too, shall receive at- 
tention from me. 

Before I proceed, sir, I must ask permission of 
the committee to digress for a moment or two, to 
touch a matter connected with this measure, but 
somewhat personal to myself and colleagues. I 


have postponed an expression of my opinions on , 


this measure longer than I should have done, for 
the following reason: 
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Here, then, is my apology for this digression. 
Ata recent convention of those who claimed to 
represent the party whose nominees we all were, it 
was thought advisable to proscribe that portion of 
their delegation who are now advocating this mea- 
sure. I have searched in vain for the political 
grounds on which, consistently with their former 
action, it has been done. I grant their right to 
make this measure now a test, though not so made 
heretofore. But in doing it, they cannot escape from 
the conclusion, that it will be because they oppose 
i', and desire a bank. I know there are some who 


' do not desire a bank, and prefer even this measure 


When the present delegation from Georgia took | 


their seats in Congress, they were affiliated mem- 
bers of one political family. We then differed, as 
we still do, on this measure. By consent, our 
friends at home agreed itshould not be cause of 
quarrel or mutual crimination; but that either 


. shoald carry out his views in the most consistent 


and conscientious way. 
In the progress of a faithful discgarge of these 


: Obligations to the country, and to those who sent 


us here, we have found it indispensable to differ in 


. the choice of the men who shall be used to carry 


On its deci- | 


eM 


i not as to measures. 


| we now disagree. 


out our respective views, 

On us who advocate the Sub-Treasury, the ne- 
cessity of choosing a Democrat, became as impe- 
rious as that which commanded my colleagues, 
who opposed that measure, to electa Whig anda 
bank man. This I foresaw before I came here. 
It was known that every. Whig was opposed to the 
Indedendent Treasury, and the party as a body 
were advocates of the bank system; that system 
which the distinguished gentleman from Philadel- 
phia (Mr. SerceanT] has so truly and successfully 
traced to Alexander Hamilton, and which the same 
gentleman so triumphantly and so boldly an- 
nounced as Hamilton’s favorite scheme. 

Would you expect me to fee the bank note en- 
graver to shoe my horse? To ask a blind man 
te distinguish between the fixed stars and the 
planets; to invite the moon to shine without the sun, 
or to apply at midnight for the light of noon day? 
If I should act thus, would you not justly say, that 
man is either a fool or a knave? 

Sir, so long as my colleagues desire to oppose 
this tneasure and take a United State Bank in pre- 
ference, equally foolish would they act to takea 
Democrat to do the work. 

Foreseeing all this, I told my constituents be- 
fore they elected me, what rule would govern 
me, and that this rule would make it my duty 
and their interest to elect “Van Buren in prefe- 
rence to Clay or Webster; and that as for Harrison 
he could not be thought of under any circum- 
stances.” 

I appeal to my colleagues whether I have not stated 
truly. Having truly stated, I appeal, sir, to this 


'; they worship at this idols shrine, 


committee in proof that in whatI have done and | 


said here, I have said and done neither more nor 
less than I proposed to do before my election. 

My colleagues and myself, at this very moment, 
have the same difference in reality which we 
If there be any difference 
now, which did not then exist, it is as to men, 
From this remark, I ought 
to except two of the six, who are opposed to 
this measure. Those two have now a difference 
from me in regard to it, which did not then ap- 
pear. But Ihave not changed. 

In regard to our opinions of parties also, the 
same two agreed with me once in that wherein 
We then thought it would not 


, do to amalgamate with the Whigs. On this point 
' we now differ. Ihave not changed. In regard 


to men, I thought and said it would be better 
to choose Van Boren rather than Harrison. All 


my colleagues thought, and so said the party, that ' 


they would vote neither for Harrison nor Van Bu- ; 


ren. 
vote for Harrison. They have changed, not I. 

So that, whether in reference to measures or 
men, I have not changed, whilst six of my col- 
leagues have changed, either as to men or mea- 
sures, 


Six of my colleagues now thiak they will | 


to a bank; and yet, by force of party prejudice, 
join in the proscription. Against such, and such 
alone, with justice, I complain. 

Against those who desire a bank, we have only 
this complaint, that they have subverted the ancient 
policy of the party, and are sending it adrift into 
the broad channel of Federalism, swiftly pursuing 
the great idol of Alexander Hamilton; and whilst 
they are 
bringing up to the altar, as a sacrifice and peace 


i offering, every vestige of State rights: but, before 


doing it, they will have rung the death knell of the 
party, and to the grave have consigned its remains. 

A difference, then, on this measure and its neces- 
sary incidents, has separated the present delegation 
from Geeorgia. Feeling itto be a mournful oc- 


; casion, I have waited to the last hour, in hopes 


that those who differ from us would give me the 
benefit of their views, that I might make available 
that last hour, asa day of repentence. 

But notwithstanding two of us have given them 


' our reasons for supporting this bill, and I have pri- 


vately requested them to answer our arguments 
and give us their own, they decline to do so, and 
seem content to see us go forth in our way without 
an effort to convince us. Sir, my own opinions 
are my guide, but I hold no opinion too sacred to 
be yielded up to the force of truth and reason. 

{Mr. Atrorp here interrupted Mr. Coorrr, and 
asked him to yield the floor for a short time, and 
he would briefly state for his benefit his reasons for — 
opposing the bill. Mr. Coopmr, through courtesy 
to his colleague, consented. Mr. Atrorp then oc- 
cupied the floor for two hours. After he closed, 
Mr. Cooper resumed as follows:] 

Mr. Chairman, I would be greatly obliged to 
my colleage, who just spoke, tor the use of his 
hangs. 

When I made the digression, sir, I had referred 
to the speech of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. Bipp.e] and to the very able argument of the 
distinguised member from Philadelphia. To both 
I shall try to refer afew times more. I wiilnow 
proceed, without farther liberty to depart, and 
discuss the merits of the bill before the committee. 

An honorable member has said he was at a loss 
to know whether he understood the subject and na- 
ture of this measure, because of the differing 
views of members as to its effect and operation. 

The objects I have in view, which commend the 
bill to my support, may be reduced to two. 

First. A limitation of the revenue to the econo- 


; mical wants of this Government. 


Second. To keep the Executive and Legislative 
Departments within their limits, as defined and 
prescribed by the Constitution, both in regard to 
the nature and purpose of ifs policy and powers. 

Tam not so sanguine as to expect this single’ 
measure will guaranty these results, in defiance of 
a wilful propensity to pervert, common to all par- 
ties. This would be, by the potent energies of a 
single proposition, to make this Government all 
that our forefathers desired and its enemies depre- ` 
cated. No, I should be a perfect enthusiast, and ` 
overlook all the frailties of our nature. No mea- 
sure you can adopt, however potent or conserva- 
tive, possesses such sanative properties. The 
yearly perversions of our invaluable Constitution, 
so plainly written and fully expounded, warns me 
against the disappointment that might follow such 
anticipations of bliss. 

My brightest hopes are, that this measure, honest- 


| ly and faithfully administered, and untrammelled by 


| obstacles unnecessarily and.wilfully interposed by 


opposed to it, will, by its legitimate opera- 


ion, tend at all times to secure these two great 
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their attainment less and less hopeful, and will be 
oductive of evil, and that continually. 


peculiarly to any leading interest whatever. 


They | 
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objects; whilst every antagonist policy will ‘render l Hence the universal idea with the mass that a bank 


is a strong, a safe thing. Hence the planter or far- 
mer who has no borrowing to do, puts his money 


nate doc. 2d sess. 25th Cong. No. 128, p. 208. 


Total deposites from June, 1833, to 
July, 1836 =. ^ : 18,477,060 
Annual average during the same pe 


This policy is not only the most effectual to limit || on deposite for safekeeping. riod - - - - 2,639 580 
the revenue and avoid a surplus; bat— What will be the surprise of this confiding por- || Grand total to July, 1826 - - 288,909,577 
Tt will operate to diminish the indirect patronage || tion of community, when I assert, and prove, that || Total average - - - 7,222,738 
of the Executive, without increasing the direct. || the entire circulation of the Union is based on, or —_——___. 
The former is more to be dreaded than the latter, | governed, not by the specie in the vaults, not by || Total specie to January, 1833 - $189,645, 685 
because it is more hidden and less understood. || the amount of capital paid in, but by the average |} Average during the same period = - 5,746,839 
The bill supersedes the agency of all banks, and |! deposites held by the banks? Total from June, 1833, to July, 
keeps the Government funds at command of the | Phat this is not only true of the United States 1836 - - - - 76,104,819 
people's Representatives, to be used when they or- | Bank, but tbat its aggregate annual circulation, || Average during the same period - 10,872,116 
der it, without danger of a spasmodic effect on the |: during the twenty years of its existence, was go- || Grand total - - - - 265,750,497 
currency. ,, verned by the aggregate amount of publies money || Total average - - - 6,643,762 
It will tend to make the paper money sounder, ` held by it. ———— 
by removing from the banks the pretext or most | This, sir, is literally true. And the average de- |: Total loans to January, 1833 - $1,254,763,908 
fiaitlul cause of irredeemable issues; consequently : posites during the period of that Bank’s existence, | Average during same period - 38,023,303 
to that extent it will prevent convulsions in money |. was as true an index to the circulation as the dial is ‘| Total from June, 1833, to July, 
matters, changes in the relations of property andits || to the sun’s course, when no cloud obstrucis its || 1836 - - - - 398,056,287 
owners, and will produce more uniformity in  shining—as just, sir, as the thermometer to indi- | Average during the same period - 56,865,184 
prices, and soundness of pay to labor and its pro- ` cate the heat—swelling as they increased, and con- ma e 
dacts. tracting as they diminished. I will prove this by || Grand total : - - #1,652,825,195 
It cannot injure any of the State banks, because | witnesses not to be distrusted, the Bank’s own con- |; Average - - - - 41,320,629 
it can only take and withhold fram them what is > fessicns, which are to be taken always most strong- E 
not theirs, and deny them the power of abusing > ly against itself. ‘| By this statement it appears that from 1817 to 
what they ought never te use—the public money. This will furnish a true development of the real || 1833, 
For the same reason it can never injure the pru- cause of all our distress and suffering, and may || The annual average circulation was - $9,341,246 
dent and honest merchant or trader of any de- ' serve to suggest the appropriate remedy. i Do. do. deposites - "8194925 
scription. , Now for the proof. Itis taken from the Bank | Do. do. specie - - 5,746.839 
The benefits of this measure are not addressed returns exhibited in the public documents. In Se- Do. do. loans - = 38,023,303 


are te be diffused more especially amongst the | 
:| United States Bank, from 1817 to 1836, was go- | 
|, verned, not by its capital, mot by its specie, but by | 


planters, the farmers, the day laborers, and me- 
chanics; because the permanent circulation rests 
habitually in their pockets. Every loss on it is 
their loss, and the saving of a loss is their gain. 


Whatever, therefore, diminishes the use of the ar- | 


ticle on which they must lose, and substitutes that 
by which they cannot lose, is interesting to them. 
This measure does that. 

It does not address itself to the interest of the 
shaver and broker, as some, for effect, have de- 
eared. They fatten on a multiplication of credits, 
and the derangement of currency. Hence, in such 
times, every bank has its broker. Reduce the for- 
mer, or make uniform the latter, you cat off 


their speculations, and make their business and | 


profits as regular and unform as those of the mer- 
chant, the banker, or the planter. | 

If | be asked, sir, how I arrive at these and other 
conclasion, which I shall presently state, I answer, 


by inquiring into the nature and objects of modern 


banking. 

First, I find the object to beto make money 
without the use of money. How is this done? 

1. Itis done by using the corporation credits to 
the most unlimited degree, consistent with the safe- 
ty of the stockholders. 

2. By getting possession of as much of ano- 
ther’s money as possible, keeping it as long as 
possible, making the best use of it for the time, 
and finally paying for it in any thing but money. 

Hence, he who can get hold of the most money, 
keep it the longest, make the most of it, and in- 
veut the most ways to return it, without giving up 
the thing itself—maintaining all the while a repu- 
tation for fairness, pradence, and safety—is esteem- 
ed the best modern banker. 


The keeping, receiving, and paying out the pub- 


lic money (independent of banks) is the subject of 
this bill. The keeping and using of the public 
fands by the banks, or through their agency, is the 
policy of the Opposition, to wit, the Whigs. 

The public deposites constitute the bone of con- 
tention. I beg the committee to fix their eyes on 
this single idea, and follow itin all its applica- 
tions; for s'artling results willbe exhibited to some 
at least, when [shall have fully answered the fol- 
lowing inquiry: 

Why is it that the friends of the banks are so 
hot in pursuit of the deposites, raising a great hue 
and cry when they are removed, charging Govern- 
ment with all the evils resting on the land, in- 
duced by superabundance of irredeemable eur- 
reocy? 

Do not the people believe that bank notes are 
based on, and their circulation governed by, the 
capital or money of the banks, a reasonable por- 
tion of which is supposed to be specie? They do. 


The proposition is, that the circulation of the 


the average amount of public money on deposite. 


Here is a semi-annual statement of that Bank | 


. for January and July of the several years, taken 


` from that document, under the respective heads of 


, Capital, specie, deposites, circulation, loans, and 


| discounts: 


STATEMENT of the semi-annual returns of the United 
,  Btates Bank circulation, deposites, specie, loans and dis- 


counts, and capital, 
; Circula- |Deposites] Specie. |Loansand; Capital.§ 
| tien. Discounts 
1817. Jan. | 1,911,200 10,170,272) 1,724,100; 3,485,194 35" 000 
July | 4759861 24.746.641 129,368) 28, 56 as 
1818. Jan. | 8,339,448 | 7,369.911| 2,517,949:41, 181,750! do 
| July | 9,045,216 | 7,967,775; 2.357, 137'41,45895 do 
1819. Jan. | 6,563,750 | 2,856,312: 2 666,696 35,786,263 do 
July | 5,213,010 | 3.670,381' 2,954,266 30,949,662 do 
18%. Jan. | 3,599,481 ' 3,560,711' 3,392755 31,401,158 do 
Juiy | 4,0 5,332: 2,925,832 5,821,495-30,207,579 do 
1821. Jan. | 4,567,053 | 2,928,82: 7,643,140 30,905,199 do 
July | 5,551,910 ` 2,941,203. 5,876,534 28,336,916 do 
182. Jan. | 5,578782 2,617,554 4,761,299 23,061,169 do 
July | 5,620,960 | 3,388.247, 3,350,443 31,795,700 do 
1823. Jan. | 4,361,058 4,275,330 4,424,874 30,736,432 do 
Jul 4,629. 349 ` 7,733,239: 4,910,434 34,803,929 do 
1824. Jan. | 4,647,077 (10,181,864) 5,513,694 :33,432,084 de 
July | 6,383,647 | 8,159,748! 5, 32,694,096 do 
1825. Jan. | 6,068,394 | 6,702,413: 6,746,952'31,812,617 do 
July | 9,540,694 | 7,992,713. 4,048,178 33,531,692 do 
1826. Jan. | 9,474,957 | 5,769,795 3,960,158/33,424,62) do 
July |10 210,412 | 9,783,161) 6,194,275, 35,020.49 do 
1827. Jan. | 8,549,409 | 8,982,242! 6,457,161:30,937,866 do 
July {10,198,760 | 9,448,999: 6,381,225 34,191,166 do 
1828. Jan. | 9,855,677 | 8, | 6,170,045/33,682,905 úo 
July {10,89 ',343 11,554,413, 6,621,734 | 38,506,410 do 
1829. Jan. {11,901,656 |10,696,966| 6,098,133/39.219'602 do 
July }13,691,783 111,657,418! 6,641,958 43,012,132 do 
1830. Jan. {12,924,145 | 9,654,777: 7,608,076: 40,663,805: do 
July |15,346,407 10,437,069. 10,252,325 43,238,168, do 
1831. Jan. {16,251,267 | 9,131,604 10,::08.047 44,032,057 do 
July |19,195,817 | 7,655.803 12,175,476 56,562,044, do 
1832, Jan. |21,355,724 |12,538,362, 7,038,823 66,293,707 do 


20,520,068 ‘11,872,105, 7,519,083 67,416,081 do 
. [17518217 12,752,543. 8,951,857 61,695,913 do 
July 19,366,555 | 6.511.502 10,098,816 63,369.87 do 


1834. Jan. !19,208,379 | 4,030, 10,081,237 :34,911,461 do 
July | 16,641,997 | 2,675,432 12,823 997 31,024,972 do 
1835. Jan. |17,339,797 | 2,621,441: 15,708,369} 51,908,739 do 
July {25,332,820 1,686,110 | 13,429.328)65,197.692, do 
1836. Jan. {23,075,422 | 627,817; 8.417,9389 59,232,445; do 
July [21,109,352 | 324,250! 5.595.077 152,511,081 do 


AGGREGATES. 
Total circulation to January, 1833 - 308,260,974 


Annual average to the same date - 9,341,246 
Total cireulation from June, 1833, 

to July, 1836 - - - 142,074,322 
Annual average during the same pe- 

riod - - - - 20,294,903 
Grand total to July, 1836 - - 450,335.296 
Total average - -. - 11,258,882 
Total deposites to January, 1833 - 270,432,517 
Annual average to the same date - 8,194,925 


You will remember, sir, in 1833, the deposites 
were removed. That was a crisis with the Bank 
and the country. Hence our estimates are made 
to that date, and from that date to the expiration of 
the charter. 


From 1833 to July, 1836, the time it expired, 
The annual average circulation was - $20,294,903 


Do. do. deposites - 2,639,580 
Do. do. specie - - 10,872,116 
Do. do. loans - + 56,865,184 


` Now, Mr. Chairman, the universal complaint is 
the derangement of the currency, pressure, and hard 
times. Whence arise these wailings, and how 
shall their true causes be shown? ’Tis a vexed 
question, out of which politicians expect much 
profit to arise. The paper money. has been aptly 
styled the circulating medium, from analogy to the 
biood in the human system. The expansións and 
contractions of the former correspond in effect with 
the diminution and stagnation of the latter. As 
you would place the fingers on the pulse to test the 
superabundant action in the arterial system or ap- 
proaching state of collapse, so you may now 
place your finger on the column headed circulation, 
and tracing its action from year to year, mark the 
coincidences, 


The experiment will prove what I have said— 
“That the average annual circulation of the United 
States Bank for the time it held the deposites, was 
governed by, and based upon, the public deposites;” 
not by its capital, not by its specie. ` 

How stands the case? The circulation was nine 
millions, the deposites eight millions, and the 
specie was five millions, in round numbers. 


The amounts, therefore, of the two first 
most nearly correspond. But, it may be 
asked, cannot five millions of specie sustain 


nine millions of circulation? It may be. But who 
knows but the five millions of specie is part and 
parcel of the eight millions of deposites, and so far 
is identical? I donot say it is, but have very lit- 
tle doubt, because, in addition to the eight millions 
of Government deposites, the bank had an average 
annual private deposite of five millions during the 
same time. But this is wholly immaterial. I do 
not deal in surmise, for I will now show by the 
tabular statement, that the circulation expanded as 
the deposites increased, and contracted as they 
diminished; whilst, in reference to the specie, the 
circulation expanded when the specie was low, and 
contracted when it was high. This will prove, be- 
yond the power of contradiction, that the public 
deposites governed the circulation of this Bank. 
The Bank started cautiously. In 1817 the range 
from ten to twenty-four millions was so wide, as to 
farnish no criterion. During this and the next year, 
the circulation ran up to 9,045,448, on a specie 
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. basis of 2,500.000. The practice of the Govern- 
meat durin; ` hese two years authorized a belief 
that it would have an average deposite of at least 
ten millions—hence, in July, 1819, the circulation 
was over nine millions. But it tarned out that the 
deposites fell below eight millions—hence, you see, 
in the next six months, there was a contraction of 
near three millions; and, for the next six months, a 
a farther contraction 1,500,000; and by July, 1820, 
it was reduced to 3,500,000. Daring this time, 
‘only eighteen months, there was a total contraction 
of near near 6,000,000. The deposites decreased 
4,400,000; but the specie increased 1,000,000. 

Here, you perceive, the deposites governed the 
eirculation. 

After this collapse, the effects of which are in 
the recollection of many, specie rose, in tighteen 
months, to 7,600,000, without any corresponding 
increase of circulation. Here you see 4,300,000 
added to specie, and but 500,000 to circulation. 
The reasou was, deposites stood firm. Yeu see, 
also, the increase of specie did not govern the cir- 
culation. 

In the next two years specie came down again 
by precisely the $4,300,000; but this did not reduce 
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To sustain this unvsual circulation, the deposites 
are made to rise, from July 1831 till January 1833, 
to $12,700,000; whilst specie feli near $4,000,000. 


So that, in January, 1833, the circula- 
tion was - - - $17,500,000 
do do deposites 12,700,000 
do do specie 8,900,000 


And this state of affairs is brought about by the 
Bank with a full and fair intimation that the de- 
posites would be soon demanded. With what 
view the committee may judge. 

After being deprived of the deposites in 1833, 
the Bank was driven to supply the defect of basis 
consequent upon their removal. This it did by an 
inerease of specie up to July, 1835—six months 
before the expiration of its charter. _This was 
effected by drawing on the State banks, or by 
putting into market some of its stocks—that be- 
ing the next most available means to supply a 
power to redeem its notes. Drawing on the State 


banks produced a contraction of the local banks, 


|: and a panic around them, whilst the negotiation of 


the circulation—on the contrary, it increased by one |, 


million. The reason was, the deposites were 


rising. 


You here perceive, from Jan. 1820 to July 1822, 
$4,350,000 came in and went out at a great ex- 
pense, and did not vary the circulation $300,000— 
hence, specie did not govern the circulation. 

From July 1822 to Jan. 1824, Jeposites ranged 
from 3 to $10,000,000. Circulation and specie 
stood firm; almost identical. During this year and 
a half, specie did govern the circulation. The rea- 
soa was, it was on the eve ofta Presidential elec- 
tion—the contest was warm, the issue uncertain; 
and it could not be foreseen what would be the po- 
licy of the successor. ` 

But Mr. Adams was elected. Now mark the suc- 
ceeding four years, and observe how well a Fede- 
ral administration co-operated with its favorite Ha- 
miltonian system. From January to July, circula- 
tion rose two millions—specie stood firm. 

From July, 1824, to July, 1825, circulation rose 
hear three millions, making near five millicns in 
eighteen months. In this time specie fell $3,800,000. 

By July, 1826, circulation rose to $10 000.000, 
deposites $9,700,000, and specie only $6,000,000. 

From July, 1826, circulation rose to $13,600,000. 
The reason was, deposites increased to $11,600,000 
specie stood firm at $6,000,000. 

Here you see that for five years, from July, 1824 
to July, 1829, the circulation rose $9,000,000; the de- 
posites from 4 to $6,000,000; whilst specie did not 
rise or fall $500,000 on an average. For these five 
years, then, the deposites governed the circulation. 

From July, 1829, there-came into power an ad- 
ministration of this Government opposed to the 
Bank—Gn. Jackson. He assailed this Hamilto- 
nian system with all the force of his energetic cha- 
racter and unrivalled popularity. 

The Bank defended, by the power of its expan- 
sion and contractions. The policy of the Bank 
advocates was to increase the revenue and expen- 
ditures, to give the Bank the deposites. The more 
Tevenue and expenditure, the more deposites and 
the more power. 

From July, 1829, to January, 30, deposites fell 
to $9,000,000. The circulation decreased also; 
but specie increased $1,000,000. The deposites still 
governed. : £ 

The Bank now discovers it must fortify itself for 
a bold effort to retain the deposites—or a surren- 
der, without loss of credit. It prepares for both 
events. And from January, 1830, to January, 
1832, the circulation ran up to almost double what 
it ever had been; deposites fell to little more than 
half what they had sometimes been; whilst specie 
swelled $5,000,000 above any previous example. 
During these two years, circulation 

Tose to - - - $21,000,000 
deposites fell to - 7,000,000 
specie rose to - 12,000,000 
This was a preparation for the contest for a re- 


- Charter, and against the removal of the deposites. 


It also prepared the country for the disasters that 
followed. 


i 
I 


| circulation. i k 
the Bank supplied a currency not in proportion to 
| its capital, or it specie, but only in proportion to 


| to 


' iys stocks resulted in an importation of specie. 

. From July, 1833, to July °35, the circulation rose 

higher than it ever was, to $25,000,000 
do the depcsites fell to 1,600,000 
do the specie rose to 


ning, in 1837, to this time? Nothing like it. 


25,000,000 of bills, and this brought about at the 
| very close of the charter—whilst at no former pe- 


degree to exceed the amount of the two, but most 
uniformly made to correspond with one of the two. 

This conduct of the United States Bank can 
only be equalled in wilfulness by the conduct of a 
party of wild Indians of the West, who, to secure a 
single buffalo, will rash a whole herd down a pre- 
cipice. This, tco, after using the public treasure for 
twenty years as the sole governor and regulator of its 
I have shown by its own returns that 


the amount of money which you, as the people's 
Yepresentatives, would put up and suffer it to keep. 
It fed and fattened on the food you gave it; and 
when you asked it for food, its reply was, work 
for it, order the people to pay it to me, and I will 
distribute it. If, at any time, your supplies grew 
Short, and you drew on what you had in its vaulis, 
you were squeezed and pressed until, to relieve 
yourself, you were compelled to replenish the sto- 


; mach of this gormandizer, whose increasing cry 
i wes, “Give! give!” á 


You will rea.ember that this bank’s capital was 
$35,000,000. Tt is therefore evident that this did 
| not govern its circulation. 
| is established, that the circulation of the United 
| States Bank, from 1817 to 1833, whiist it had the 
' Government funds, was based on and governed by 
' that fund, and not by its capital or its specie. 


but the unsophisticated and honest planters, farm- 
ers, and mechanics, where I live, do not. I hope 
they will put their fingers on this, and feel assured 
they touch the key that unlocks the grand secret of 
modern banking. i 

From it we shall illustrate several propositions, 
interesting to all who are concerned in what you 
call currency—pressure, hard times, hard money, 
&e. 
The proposition I have thus proven in regard 

the circulation of the United States Bank 
and the public money, is true of the aggregate local 
banks of the Union and their deposites, public and 
private. This will appear by an examination of 
ihe facts set forth in a table of the condition of the 
banks, which I hold in my hand, taken from your 
documents, and published in the Ist. volume of 


Hazard’s Statistics, page 167. I now give you those 
facts, to wit: 
CONDENSED STATEMENT 
OF the condition, at different intervals, of all the 
ks in the United States. 


13,400,000 | 

Was there ever such a state of things known in | 
the administration of this Bank from the begin- | 
Here | 
are 15,000,000 specie and diposites to redeem | 


riod was the circulation permitted in any material | 


Hence my proposition | 


I ask you, sir, do the people understand this? | 
The intelligent merchant, banker, or broker may; | 
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{For the years 1838, °39, and 40, the nett-cireu- 
lation only is given, as taken from the Treasurer's 
report of 1840.] 
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i a a a 
Ar terior to 1820, the dep»sites are not given. 
At that date they were thirty-five millions, the cir- 
culation was forty-four millions, arid the specie 
nineteen mil:ions. 

In 1830, the circulation’ had increased near a 
third, and the deposites over a third, whilst the 
specie did not increase more than one-ninth. 

In 1835, the circulation rose to 103,000.000, and 
the deposites 83 009,000; specie to 43,000 000 

The next year, and the year atter, circulation 
rose to 140,000,000 and 149,000.000, deposites to 
127,000,000. Whilst the specie was reduceed’ 
from 43 to 37 millions. This brought abont the 
supension and all our distress, pressare, hard times, 
&c. The reasons why, I shall spon explain, if they 
are not already made manifest. - ` 

Here you perceive that the circulation tose to à 
ruinous height, being carried up by the déposites 
atthe same time that the specie was diminished, 
We expect to show hereafter, that of: the 
149,000,000 of circulation then out, from 30 to 
40,060,000 was issued on a fa'se basis, or in oiher 
words, on the fund of the depositors. 

From 1837 to °39, 43 000,000 of the deposites 


_were used. This produced the contraction and 


pressure now felt. For it reduced the circulation 
inoue year 58 000,000. This was not produced 
by a reduction of the specie basis, since it was di- 
minished that year, only $2,500,000. 

In 1839, the banks made a powerfal effort to 
reinstate the circulation to what it was in 1837. 
To effect this, they added 10,000 000 to their specie 
in one year, and carried it 45,000,000, far beyond 
what it ever had been. They were unable, how- 
ever, to expand beyond 107,000,000. For the đe- 
posites did not rise above 90,000,000 and a-small 
fraction. ; ee 

This effart resulted in a farther contraction in 
the circulation of 21,000,000 from °39 fo 1840. 
Hence the deposites fell from 90 to 75,000,000. : 

Hence you perceive, sir, that what was true of 
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the United States Bank asa manager of your funds, 
proved to be true of all the banks, particularly af- 
ter the removal of your money from the former to 
the latter. 

One fact let me call your attention tohere. Itisthis: 
From 1834, the time the transfer of public money 
commenced from the United States Bank to the pet 
banks, to 1837, the time when the transfer was 
fully made, the aggregate expansion was 55,000,- 
000. The amount of deposites transferred in this 
time was 52,600,000. 

Again, from 1837 to 1840, the whole of the de- 
posites were taken away, distributed, and used up; 
so that this year we have an empty Treasury. 


The aggregate amount so used, and taken away, 1s 
52,000,000 in this period, (precisely the same that 


was pat there from 1834 to °37,) and the contrac- 
tion was 63,000,000, a little more than the expan- 
sion, as might have been expected. 

Here, sir, is a vibration in the circulation, in six 
years, from 94 to $149,000,000, a corresponding one 
in the deposites, whilst specie did not go to greater 
extremes that from 37 and 45,000,0U0 in five of 
those years. 7 

Do not all these facts conclusively establish the 

Proposition I have laid down? They do. What, 
then, bas been the effect of this policy of ‘he banks? 
. Ast. An expansion and contraction of $55,000,- 
000 from 1834 to 1840. The expansion put forth 
$55,000,000 of Bank credits, beariag no interest, 
yssued on the faith of the deposites, to be substi- 
tuted for the tike amount of individual! credits, bear- 
ing interest, and made payable to the banks, but 
resting, in seven cases out of ten, on the uncertain 
results of a speculation on any subject that might 
protnize a speculation. £ 

Qdly. The contraction sent the bank notes home 
for redemption, which, being deprived of the public 
funds on which they were issued, were thrown for 
support on the notes of individuals received in er- 
change. These individuals having failed to realize 
the speculations, for the sake of which they bartered 
bank notes substituted for their own, failed to pay. 
A suspension was the consequence. The 85,000,- 
000 of bank paper thus issued was disparaged; the 
order of things was reversed;. the banks first inter- 
posed to advance and prop individual credit. Now 
individual credit is the sole support of bank credit. 

Why is this? I answer, it is because the banks have 
issued and put in circulation, as money, that which, 
not being money, is based upon, and governed by, 
something that does not belong to them, and which 
they were bound to surrender at a moment's warn- 


3d. The individuals upon whom rested ‘the re- 
deemable power of the 55,000,000 of bank issue, 
rose up as one community and petitioned the 
banks to suspend. y? Because it was their own 
case. An extension to the banks was an extension 
: to themselves. It was their case in a tenfold de- 
It was virtually a case between these bank 
debtors and the community, who hold bank bills as 
money—a case in which the bank debtor had 
this advantage: If the banks should suspend, he 
might gain, but could not lose. The community 
were .certain tolose, and could never gain. He 
might. buy at discount, bank notes, with which, at 
par,he could pay his own. Community lost the 
diseount, but never shared the premium. It is 
more than equivalent to a voluntary act of bank- 
ruptcy, for it enabled a man to stop payment, 
keep his property, and pay his debis at 25 cents in 
the dollar. It wasa copartnership, in which one 
of the firm was bound to share the loss, having no 
portion of.the profits. 
~. 4th. Another effect was, that in the excitement 
of this expansion, you created an artificial demand 
for money, which tempted out of its proper chan- 
nels that capital which, being needed, was habitu- 
ally used in the regular course of trade, and con- 
sequently kept on deposite with the banks. The 
abstraction of this and its diversion, to unwise, 
uncertain, hopeless, helpless, and useless specula- 
tions, tended, like the ‘‘removal of the depesites,” 
primarily to embarrass the banks, to test the sound- 
ness of their issues, aad to make manifes! (what ex- 
isted before, but was unknown) the derangement of 
the currency: a 
Sth. One more effect I will speak of... .In a cris 


like this, in which the bank debtor bad the decided 
advantage of community, and community had sus- 
tained loss without a gain, the banks had the ad- 
vantage of both. If their bills depreciated, they 
would send into the market and buy them up—if 
they were forced to redeem, they too could force 
their debtors by a contest with them. By the power 
they possessed over the money and the credit of the 
country, they had the whole property interests at 
their mercy. 

Other and more remete effects of this unlawfal 
and destructive use of public money, I will point 
out hereafter, because my constituents are more in- 
terested, if possible, in them, and being more hid- 
den, they are not so easily detected. For the pre- 
sent, I will here set down to this account, all the 
evils, moral, physical, commercial, and political, 
of a vitiated and debased paper currency. 


I say, sir, this system of issuing upon, and being I: 
governed by the public funds, is unlawful. You i 11 
'. mittee) an empty Treasury—a condition enviable 


gave the stockholders a charter for a capital of 
commanding amount, $35,000,000. 


extent of that capital, to furnish a circulation large 


: enough to spread.over your Union? 


For seventeen years they overlooked the conside- 
ration that their capital was large, and governed 
their circulation by the amount of money you let 


| them keep; and your experience proves that, if by 


this bank you would furnish a circulation, you 
must not only give a charter with controlling capi- 


tal, but you must habitually keep, on deposite, | 
yeur money tothe amount of bank circulation to | 
| be supplied. Did you net expect that, in its bills 


you would at all times find a aniform and safe me 
dinm of exchange, North, South, East, and West- 


| Whatdo you see? I!scapital loaned out or in- 
| vested; its amount of specie inadequate; its circu- 
lation ansound, being based on and governed | 


by your own money; irredeemable and debased; 
its’affairs in a condition that, (to use the words of 
its president, spoken in regard to the country at 
large,) “All the banks in the Union eannot save it 
from bankruptcy.” 

With a charter the most liberal; a capital the 

most commanding; stockholders. foreign, as well as 
domestic, lords and ladies, dukes and earls, plebe- 
ians aod patricians, widows and orphans, and capi- 
talists, great and small, operating twenty years; 
with an average annual Government deposite of 
nine or ten millions, free of interest; you have 
seen pressure after pressure, expansion and con- 
traction repeated; till atthe wind up it ends in 
discredit and bankruptcy, to the confusion of its 
friends, and mortification of its administrators. 
Sir, we have seen its evils. Where are its bene- 
fits? ; 
_ But, sir, gentlemen say our accumulated: evils, 
that elicit such loud complaints, are the effects of 
the measure on your table. How can it be? It 
has not get begun to operate. If it does go into 
operation, it can only take from the banks that 
which does not belong to them. If they have not 
used them asa basis of issue, their removal cannot 
préjudice the circulation. If they have, the respon- 
sibility ison them, and the country will cail them 
to answer for all the mischief. 

What, sir! has it already come to this, that at 
this early period of our history, the people dare not 
attempt to use their own money, deposited in bank 
for safekeeping, without receiving through their 
agents insult and indignity at the hands of these 
corporate powers? Is it not enough that they have 
had the use of $10,060,000 for twenty years free 
of interest? Or must the people, in demanding their 
money, be told they shal! suffer and be pressed un- 
til they not only withdraw the demand, but grant 
‘this corporation all it asks? Sir, I trust there is 
patriotism and fortitude in the people to endure a 
while until they shall be rid of this system of Ha- 
milton and all its evils and abuses., 

This system, Mr. Chairman, is thus shown to be 
unlawful and injurious, both in theory and prac- 
tice: Its unconstitutionality is so well established 
by my colleagues, who spoke in support of this bill, 
that any argument of mine is superseded. 

Who, then, is ata loss to assign the ‘true causes 
of the hard times'and the derangement in the cur- 
rency? If there be one so wilfully blind, so perse- 


For what . 
` purpose? Was‘it not that it might be able, by the 
: millions of irredeemable paper. 


vering in his purpese not to see, as to affect unbe- 
lief with these bauk statements before him, let me 
call that one’s attention to one more fact, drawn 
from the two bank statements now before me, and 
already referred to. In 1833, when the deposites 
were removed from the United States Bank, they 
amounted to $12,752,543, which left of tbat Bank’s 
cireulation $12,000,000, in round numbers, resting 
on the deposites for suppert. 

The funds were transferred to the pet banks in 
1834, 1835, and 1836, during whieh time their cir- 
culation was increased to 55,000,000, without a 
corresponding increase of capital. This, added to 
that ef the United States Bank, makes the sum of 


; 67,000,000 of circulation in 1837, most of which 


rested on the 12.000,000 of Government funds. 


| But the Government, in the next two years, used 
lI! this fund, and left (as appears this year by the un- 


denied statement of the gentlemen from Maine and 
Pennsylvania, both on the Ways and Means Com- 


to freemen. 

Where is the power to redeem this fifty or sixty 
It lies in the 
sweat of the brow, or under the sheriff’s hammer. 


| What will be the cost of redemption? Much toil, 


large amount of interest, or a great sacrifice of pro- 
perty. Whomust endure the toil? The laboring 


| mao. Who pays the interest? The community 
| pays it. 
|| pay the tribute. Who will say what shall be sacri- 


Whether debtor to the banks or not, they 


ficed on property? I answer the banks, and they 
alone. 

It is not in the power of this bill to affect either. 
What if the banks had not used the Government 


|| funds to loan its credits on—how coald the taking 
|i or using of it affect the bank debtors or community, 


otherwise than beneficial? So long as you pay in 
gold and ‘silver, you cannot affect the measure of 
value between me and my customer; nor can you, 
by shat, increase or lessen my power to accymulate 
by the sweat of my brow, or by the exertion of my 
talents. 

It is the maladministration of the banks, then, 
that has induced hard times, a maladministration, 
too, in that particular, wherein this bill alone, by 
effecting a total divorce, can effect even the induce- 
ment to a remedy. Then let us have it—by all 
that is good, and wise, and charitable and patri- 
otic, and merciful, let us have it. 

You now see, Mr. Chairman, that under the ope- 
ration of this great Federal measure of Alexander 
Hamilton, your public money has been habitually 
nsed by the Bank for its own purposes; and when 
you would demand it or offer to change your poli- 
cy, to one more safe and certain, all your public 
agents are denounced by the Bank and its adhe- 
rents, as disorganizers. 

I now propose to show what has been the cost 
of this bank system to the people, in a pecuniary 
poiat of view. T 
The average deposite on which the 

people received no interest for 


twenty years, was - - $10,000,000 
Interest.on this at 6 per eent. peran- 
num, is - - - - ., 600,000 


- This is annually sunk by the lying idle of. that 
amount on deposite. But as a substitute for it, 
and to render it active, they say, the Bank issued 
its notes and loaned them to the people; for which 


| it made the people pay 6per cent. more, which is 


#600.000. In these two items of expense, the 
loss in one year is $1,200,000. Add to ‘this. the 
wear and tear, and loss by fire and water on bank 
notes, and the like, by forgery, and you have some 
idea of the actual and unavoidable annual expense 
of keeping up this system. It wil not fall short of 
$1,500,000 per annum, or $30,000,000 in the twenty 
years. This is what the free people of this coun- 
try have paid to the banks. For what have they 
paid it? Forno other purpose than to receive it 
and pay it out to them. What benefit has the 
bank derived? First, $690,000 yearly in interest. 
Secondly, the profit by destruction’ of its bills, &c.; 
and, lastly, the profits on exchang-, in which it was 
enabled, by the deposites, to deal to the best advan- 
tage, the sum of which I am unable to state here. 
But on any estimate they must be great. 

Other expenses incident and contingent to this 
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system, corresponding to such as have been charged 
to the Sub-Treasury bill, might be mentioned. 

In this estimate, made by me before the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania (Mr. Segczant] spoke, I 
have the high gratification to say, on his authority, 
that every item named is properly included in the 
account. For he, on similar data, has endeavored 
to exhibit the expense of the Sub-Treasury scheme, 
and I congratulate myself when I find that, after 
being so fortunate as to adopt his mode of investi- 
gaung and his plan of argument, the balance, on 
the score of economy alone, after including all his 
incidental and contingent items, and excluding 


mine, is at least $500,000 annually in favor of the | 


plan I advocate. Now add to this the contingent 
and unavoidable items incident to the bank system, 
to wit: the depreciation or loss on paper. mcney 
from time to time, by which arises the fiuctuatiuns 
in value and prices, and you will have at leasta 
loss of 10 per cent. on the amount of deposites, or 
$1,000,000. f 

To what end, sir, is all this to be suffered and 
submitted to, bat to perpetuate the Federal plan of 
Hamilten; to establish a bank with its arrogant and 


domineering power over you, to rule your Guvern- | 


ment, diotate its. revenue, direct its expenditure, 
„appoint your President, use your money, change 
your Constitation, meyld your policy, and control 


your trade and commerce; finally, to declare war 


and make peace? fi 

Mr. Chairman: if it was right to remove the de- 
posites, it is more abundantly proper to keep them 
out of the banks, 

Here, sir, I plant myself triumphantly on the 
ground once occupied by a distinguished representa- 
tive of Georgia, (George R. Gilmer,) at a time 
when, being about to measure arms with the bank, 
your late President, Andrew Jackson, the only man 

.who could “take the responsibility,” seized the only 
measure to suceeed, and dared to remove the de- 
posites. 

Governor Gilmer then made an argument which, 
in many features, is extremely pertinent now. 
Some of those arguments, if applied here, enforced 
‘by the eaergy and sincerity of Gilmer, would be to 
my colleagues, who oppose me here, as burining 
firebrands, the scorching effect of which could 
only be avoided, as they now seek to avoid this, the 
true issue, by getting out of its way. 

Oa that occasion Mr. Gilmer made the following 
Temarks, among others. 

Speaking of the safety of the public funds, which 
is one of the leading objects ot this bill, Mr. Gil- 
mer said: 

“If safety had been the sole reason for placing the public mo- 
poda the Bank, it might have been permitted to remainin the 

ds of the collectors or receivers, or placed in the Treasury, 
where money had never yet been placed.” k 

* ‘Speaking of the Secretary’s reasons for removing 
the deposites, he said: : 

“He differed with ‘im as to the sufficiency of all the reasons 
which he had assigned, except that which charged the Bank 
with producing commercial embarrassment, by withholding the 


accommodations from the peopie, which the possession of the 
public deposites enabled it to give.” : 


He here charges that the Bank held and used the 
pablic money as a means of power to effect its ob- 
ject. He said: 

“He was resolved not to he drawn aside from the course of 
his remarks by ‘the extraordinary arts which had been used by 
the advocates of the Bank, aud those who were zealously en- 

gaged in the struggle for party, to persuade the people that the 
restoration of the deposites had no connection with the rechar- 
ter of the Bank. He should not degrade the cause of truth, 
and of his country, by entering into such a controversy. To 
. be convinced that the recharter of the Bank was connected 
with the restoration of the public deposites, it is only necessary 
to trace out ihe conduct of the Bank, and what must obviously 
- be its future course. The end of a bank was to make profit. 
. The charter of the Bank Was near expiring. To obtain a re- 
charter was greatly more important to the Bank than any profit 
Which could be derived from its erdinary business. Alt its 
operations of late had been, and would continue to be, directed 
, to the accomplishment of that purpose.” 

Sir, it has become my duty to “trace out the con- 
duct of the Bauk,” and I have now shown that his 
every charge is true. He, in 1834, preferred the in- 
_dictment. In 1840, I, bearing the same relation to 
the grand inquest, have adduced the preof. 

In 1834, “the advocates of the Bank, zealously 
engaged in the struggle for party, used extraordi- 

nary arts to persuade the people that the restora- 

tion of the deposites had na connection with the 
recharter of the Bank.” 

“Mr. Gilmer, in sovereign contempt for those ‘acts,’ said ‘he 

Would not dis;race the cause of truth and of his country, by en- 
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tering into such a controversy. To be convinced of it, it was 
only necessary ‘to trace but the conduct of the bank,’ and see 
that ‘all its operations of late had been directed to the accom- 
pli-hment of that end.” 


_ Sur, at this very day, the same party represented 
by some of the same men, are “ advocates of the 
Bank,” zealously engaged in the struggle for party ! 
They use the most “extraordinary arts” to per- 
suade the people that this bill has nothing do with 
“a recharter of the United States Bank.” 

1 will not ‘degrade the cause of truth and of my 
country,” by entering into such a controversy; but 
to convince all concerned, I have “traced the con- 
duct” of that Bank, and have proved thatit used 
the public money, and directed all its late opera- 
lions to the accomplishment of its purpose. 

In 1840, I find myself at the same point where 
Mr. Gilmer made battle in 1834. I have the same 
party on this floor to fight against, and the same 
men of that party; I fight with the same weapons, 
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under the same banner, with the same purpose; and | 
furthermore, I have the same allies, (saving and , 


excepting always a certain very distinguished Se- 
nator,) and what do I perceive? Why, sir, within 
sixty days past, I perceive those who, in 1834, 
scorned the “arts” used by the advocates of the 
Bank “to persnade the people to believe a lie,” 
who refused to “degrade the cause of truth and of 
his country,” by discussing these attempts to de- 
ceive the people, now that I have “traced the con- 
duct of the Bank,” and proved all Mr. Gilmer then 
said to be true, marching in allignment with that 
party, which he then fought. 

Yes, I behold amongst them my colleagues, 
interposing in behalf of that party, to arrest my 
arm, to foil my attack, weaken my defence, or turn 
the edge of my weapons. Sir, they invile me to 
enlist with them, and fight with other weapons, 
under-another banner. ‘ Being zealously engaged 
in the struggle for party,” they use very “ extraor- 


. dinary arts to persuade the people’’ that the Sub- 


Treasury has no connection with the restoration of 
the deposites or charter of a bank. , They now 
strive to convince me that it will not “degrade 
the cause of truth and of their country,” to enter 
iuto such a controversy. Sir, unwilling as I am to 
deal a single blow at them, still I strike for the 
cause of truth and of my country.” , : 

Mr. Gilmer further said: — `> 7 

“After the President had put his veto to the b` for a rechar- 
ter, did the Bank commence the gradual reduction of ‘business, 
with the view of closing its concerns? Assuredly not. . By 
enlarging its accommodations from forty-five to seventy mil- 
lions, it proved its determination te buy up popular favor for 
its candidate for the Presidency; that its life might, at the end ef 
four years, be renewed for twenty more. j 7 
bribe the people had provedas greata failure as the eftort to 
deter thé President from vetoing the bill for a recharter.””" - ~~ 

Are not the par'y, which then and now advocate 
a bank, that thas attempted to “bribe” the people, 
and “deter” the President, the same which I op- 
pose now? Is not the candidate which was then in 
the field, the candidate who has now my opposition? 
And do not my colleagues support: him? st 

“If, said Mr. Gilmer, the positions which I had assumed were 
true, (and they seemed to him to be self evident,) the distress 
could only have been brought about by the Bank of the United 
States. Itmight not be possible to trace out, with exactness, 
all the. means which had been used by the Bank for that pur- 
pose—the curtailment of its issues from szventy to fifty-two 
millions, with the great and increasing effort, which the friends 
ofthe Bank had made, to produce alarm and general distrust of 
credit, (anparaileled in the history banking,) was, he believed, 
Mr G. said, the true causeof most of the commercial embar- 
tassment, which had been felt in the country.” 

‘Here Mr. Gilmer, in 1834, assigning the true 
causes of the embarrassment of the country, charges 
it to the United Sta'es Bank, and never intimétes a 
charge against the Government, or the President, 
who removed the deposites. The causes that pro- 
duced it then, coniinued to operate till 1840, and 
are now the causes. Speaking of the consequen- 
ces of rechartering the Banks. Mr. Gilmer said: 

“Suchan institution would, he said, necessarily have the 


power of rendering the Government, in some degree, subsidia. 
to it in time of war, and of changing, at its will, the price of all 


a 


` property by its command of the currency. There were other 
objection: to which he desired to call the special attention of 


the frieads of constitutional liberty and the rights of the States. 
He urged the friends of the rights of the States to resist every 


“attempt to confirm to the United States its usurped power over 


the money ofthe people by the recharter of the Bank. The 
effort must be made now or never. Unite the Bank and the Go- 
vernment for twenty years longer, and the advocation of the 
rights of the States would become folly. Upon this question, 
Mr. Gilmer said, was formed the first marked distinction be- 
tween the Federal and anti-Federgl parties—between the advo- 
cates of the individual freedom of the citizen and the advocates 
for controlling power in the Government.” 


Here, sir, are plain truths, strongly told, in Mr. 


This attempt to | 
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Gilmer’s proper style. Is it not strange that State 
Rights men are unwilling to resist the attempt now 
making ata United States Bank, and are willing to 
abandon the “‘advocation of the rights of the 
States,” or lie down under this charge of “folly,” 
by resisting the only policy than can supersede ra 
Bank, and opposing the only party that will vote 
against it? 

“Tt was with regret that he found many of those who pro- 
fessed the same general political opinions with himself sepa- 
rated from him, upon the subject of the proper disposition of 


the public deposites and the recharter of the United States 
Bank.” ` 


If permitted, I will join in this expression of re- 
gret. The proper disposition of the public depo- 
sites is still the question, and so is the Bank. In 
1834, there were three plans: Ist. The United 
States Bank; 2d. The pet banks; 3d. The Sub- 
Treasury. 

The Federalists took the first, and still adhere to 
it. The Conservatives, with Gen. Jackson’s party, 
tried the second, and have given it up as the worst 
ofall. And the State Rights men of the South took 
the 3d, or Sub-Treasury, but, strange to tell, very 
many of them give it up just as we are able to try 
it, mainly to preserve their consistency of position 
in reference to men, and unite with that party who 
adopted the first plan; who, being placed in power, 
will unite the Bank with the Government, and 
then, as Mr. Gilmer said, “all advocation of the 
rights of the States will become folly.” 

Mr Gilmer said: 

“He but discharged the obligation he owed to those he repre- 
sented, when he urged them not to be carried off from the main- 
tenance of the rights of the States and the people by the contest 


b 
for power among the ambitious aspirants for the kret office of 
the country.” 


So we all “urged,” so I still urge. “Nevertheless, 
it is true that very many of our State Rights men 
have changed their policy in this regard, and are 
willing to enter into “the contest” for the first of- 
fice in the country, and elect that man and put in 
power that party who were, in 1834, and still are, 
the “advocates of the Bank,” and who, being in 
power, will “charter a Bank,” and thereby render 
the “‘advocation of the rights of- the States folly.” 

Is not this being “carried off from the maiate- 
nance of the rights of the States, by the contest of 
aspirants for the first office in the country?” 

Once more, sir: 


“The Bank, he said, was now curtailing its business, either 
with the view ofits approaching end, or for the purpose of dis- 
tressing the people. If for the purpose of closing its concerns, 
the deposites could be of no advantage to it; if with the design 
of ee people, in order to procure a recharter, could 
Congress aid such a purpose by placing the public money, in 
its hands?” (He said) ‘he should not only oppose the reetora- 
tion of the deposites to the Bank of the United States, but every 
other measure which had for its object the recharter of the 


I know, sir, that the grand measure of those who 
Oppo<e the bill on your table, is that which “‘has for 
its object” the charter of a United States Bank, 
and that without this bill a Bank will be adopted. 
No gentleman of intelligence and candor now 
doubts or will deny it. This bill merely proposes 
to put the money “in the Treasury where it never 
yet has been,” as Mr. Gilmer said, and where, as 
he also said, it will be more safe. 

After concluding this speech, ‘the ablest he ever 
delivered, Mr. Gilmer offered a series of resolutions, 
strong and emphatic—amongst others, this: 

“Resolved, That the creation. of. a National Bank, or the re- 
charter of the present Bank of the United States, is netonly an 
exercise of power not authorized by the Constitution, but dan- 
gerous to the individual indepehdence of the peopla, to the 
power of the States to resist the usurpation of their rights and 
to the continuance of our present free institutions, ?? i 

Sir, Mr. Gilmer is well known as a fearless de- 
fender of truth, and I hope these sentiments will be 
appreciated.. DER 

Oa the same occasion, another son of Georgia, 
[Col. Seaborn Joner,] then a Senator, distinguished 
himself by one of his ablest efforts; to. which, o@- 
ing to the shortness of my time, I am only permit- 
ted to, make a general reference. He and. Mr. 
Gilmer sustained. Gen. Jackson in refusing to re- 
store the deposites, These two representatives of 
Georgia were of the State Rights party. In doing 
what they then did, they did and said as much to 
conflict their party prejudices and party principles 
as we do now in supporting this bill; and yet.that 
party, with all their opposition to what was es. 
teemed a highhanded move in the President,. sus- 
tained them; whilst now we are denounced. How 
does it happen? ' 
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Sir, | beg pardon for the question; it is for the 
people of Georgia to answer, not for you. Tha 1 
peop'e will furnish the answer when they reflect 
and know that the issue is now what it then was, 
what it has continued to be, Bank or no Bank. 
‘That then the party, witbout controversy, was anti- 
Bank; bat that row, in action, a bold, talented 
and intolerant influence for the Bank shows its 
fron!, which then was forced to lie behind a screen. 
That isthe solution. And no mán of common 
candor and ordinary perception, who has spent one 
season ia New York, Philadelphia, and Boston, 
with privilege of a seat here, and an insight into 
the princ:ples and action of the State Rights pariy 
ia Georgia, can for one moment deny the assertion 
that the great issue now is, what Governor Troup 
declares it to be, “Bank or no Bank.” 

Mr. Chairman, having, as I think, demonstrated 
the tuth of my first proposition, in regard to prac- 
tical banking in this coun'ry, pointing at some of 
its acrwal aod comparative evils when contrasted 
with the measure on your table, I now proceed to 
ascecond, ht is this: 

When. the money deposites are abstracted, there- 
by removing the basis of issue, resort is had to pub- 
lie stocas, or corporation stocks, or produce going 
to market, to furnish a basis. 

This, too, may be provzd by the Bank reports 
or statements already referred to, and ihat of the 
Uni:ed States Bank of Pennsylvania, which I now 
exhibit. I consider it as little more than the se- 
quel of the late United States Bank. It is found 
in Senate document No. 128, second session Twen- 
ty-fifth Congress, page 214. x 
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‘In the estimates I make, I use, in some instances, 
round numbers, as the object is merely to arrive at 
a principle of action. f 

said sir, that, after the deposites were removed, 
tbe Bank resorted to stocks or produce, as a basis. 
You will observe by the column of “loans and 
discounts” in the tabular statement first referred to, 
that, in 1831, the sam was $44,000,000, and by 
July, 1832, rose to $67,000,000. The expansion 
was $23,000,000. Mark this sum. On what kind 
of securities was it-—personal securities or on 
stocks? We shall see presently. From this time 
till 1836, (the expiration of the charter,) this item 
foetuated from $45,000,000 to $60,000,000. 

J now call your attention to the table just before 


us—that of the Pennsylvania Bank of the United 
States. Ist. Observe that it starts cff with a cir- 
culation at once nearly equal to that of the United 
States Bank, $18,000,000 Deposites nearly cor- 
responding to those of the United States Bank. 
The specie, if any, divided I presume. But as the 
deposites and specie together could not support a 
circulation of 18,000,000, it had to look ovt for the 
ways and means. Hence, first, it makes the United 
States Bank owe it $29,000,000, and, in turn, ad- 


mits itself debtor to the United States Bank | 


$29 000,000. 
Now, sir, are you not ready to ask how it 
could so suddenly put $18,000,000 in circulation? 


l understand both these concerns were kept in one | 


building. How else could it be done except by 
paying that amount of its notes to the United 
States Bank for such an amount of its notes? How 
else could the United States Bank bec.me so sud- 
denly indebted to this new concern just going into 
operation? 

What was this for? It was done, sir, to put the 
notes in circulation, instead of the United States 
Bauk, whose charter had expired. 

And why this large mutual indebtedness of 
29,000,000? Merely that each might have the 
notes of: the other to pay with. Accordingly, we 
saw the new bank selling the notes of the old in 
Georgia at 5 and 6 per cent. premium. This, sir, 
was but an egg shell concern. 

Now notice the column of “diseoun!s on stocks 


and other securities,” for that pecutiar item does not , 
figurein the previous statements of the United States | 


Bank, whilst the deposites flourished. In July, 
1837, itis first set down, and at the outset it is 
26,000,000; in November, 1838, it is 24,000; 
February Ist, 1840, it is 21,000,000. This is for 
three years. Whatis the average? 23,000,000. 
Now, what did I show the expansion in 1831 and 
‘132, by the United States, in loans and discounts? 
It was 23,000,000. Here isa coincidence, at least, 
from which I draw the just inference, that, stocks 
were resorted to as a basis of issue. 

How was itdone? ‘Why, just as our Southern 
banks issue on cotton, which my colleague from 
Glynn says is the proper basis. The stocks are 
shipped to Europe, putin market, forsale or an 
advance, and the proceeds become the basis of ex- 
change, which the bank sells for a profit. With 
the proceeds of its exchange, the bank redeems its 
notes, or more frequently makes a second issue. 

The result of this operation tempted corporations 
and States to go in debt more than they could pay 
—their stocks have consequently sunk be'ow the 
advance price, and the bank not only suspends, 
having no redeeming funds, but fails to pay, both 
here and in Europe, as Mr. Biddle’s bank did. 

After “stocks” failed, the next, and really a 
more reliable pretext fer a basis of circulation, was 
that which my colleague thinks the true one, “‘pro- 
dace.” If this were of uniform value, as gold and 
silver, it might, in a degree, answer; but it is not. 
Hence the result was the same as thaton the ope- 
ration on stocks. The bank, like all speculators, 
was liable to break. 

As regards the produce and the owner of it, they 
are, by the operation, placed in the predicament of 
the people and the pablic deposites. The banks 
use it and them to make interest and discount ac- 
count rise,-and to realize exchange on. But the 
planter and merchant dare not withdraw it, or con- 
trol it, lest he should bring about a suspension 
anda pressure. In the South, the planter begins 
to understand this, and I doubt not the Western 
wheat grower or stock drover has had a taste of it. 
The United States Bank fairly tried cotton as 
a basis., The fate of that experiment was no doubt 
an addition to the ‘other liabilities” of the Bank, 
and a loss to the planter. 

Either of these expedients to support bank issues, 
results in this: That these corporations issue notes 
not on their money or capital, buton the public 
money, that of others, or the productsof labor, 
and on these issues make profit out of the very 
men who furnish the capital—and what do these 
men receive for it? Paper, sir, at 20 cents in the 
dollar—exchange at 10 per cent. premium, after a 
suspension and pressure. They entail on posterity 
the inheritance, not of freemen, but of slaves. 


id 


! perimented in all ways. 


; their own hands. 


Mr. Biddle, toe, tried this basis of produce, and 
went into the cotton region, and that and his stock 
opertions} burst the bubble; uot, hewever, without 
a third attempt at a blow, which is always the last, 
to wit: His drafts on the fature unknown—Il mean 
post notes. l 

In 1837, '38, 39, and °40, they are enumerated 
by proper names—‘‘post notes.” 

In 1840, also, you find another item, called “other 
liabilities,” after naming every sort you could con- 
ceive. The sum of these is that unfortunate 
amount of $26,000,000, put forth originally in 
1832, no doubt for the twofold object of supplying 
the Jeposites, and stimulating the people t oppose 
Jackson, who removed them, and Mr. Gumer, 
who would not restore them. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, you talk about “experi- 
ments upon the currency.” This Bank has ex- 
The last is the worst, but 
The banks have the currency in 
Jackson, with all his strength, 
was powerless in any attempt to injure the cur- 
rency. The only necessary effect of all he 
did, was to prove its unsoundness, develope the 
causes, and suggest a remedy, so far as the affairs 
of the people were concerned. That remedy is on 
your table. That, too, is powerless, except to pre- 
vent mischief that might result from an improper 
use of the public money by those who habitually 


the first led to it. 


| control the currency, and, through the power of it, 


are striving now, as in 1834, to control the people. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Barnarp] 
has told us emphatically that this power over the 
currency is “that of a despot.” 

Thus much for the circulation of the country, 
and the true causes of its derangements. 

I now preceed to establish a third proposition by 
the testimony of these Bank tables. It is this: | 

The average annual loan by the banks, the 
United States Bank or the local banks, does not 
exceed, in any very considerable degree, the sam of 
the capital of the banks, the deposites, and the spe- 
cie basis; and yet at times it rises above, and again 
sinks below. B 

Take the United States Bank first. The total 
average during its existence of loans and discounts, 
was $41,000,000. The average from 1817 to 1833, 
the period of the removal of the deposites, was 
$38,000,000; and the average from 1833 to 1836, 
the last three years, was $56,000,008. ‘Ihe average 
of the last three years of its life, raised the average 
of its first seventeen years $3,000,000 annually, 
and exceeded the average of the seventeen by 
$18,000,000. 

The average of specie was $6,000,000. That of 
deposites,public and private, was about $12,000,000; 
the capital, $35,000,000. All together, the capi- 
tal, specie, and deposites, made $53,000,000. Up 
to 1833, then, the average fell short; and the total 
average of its whole existence, $41,000,000, fell 
short by over $10,000,000. iA 

It is, therefore, not true that the country has re- 
ceived an accession to its active capital by this 
Bank, unless you admit that what purporis to be 
capital in it, is not so in fact. If you do that, you 
convict it of a fraud upon the peopie. Away, then, 
with this, argument against this bill, and for the 
Bank. 

What good, then, did you derive by this power 
to loan? None; but much evil. For the loans and 
discounts vibrated continually, from 30,000,000 to 
65,000,000, a distressing effects wherever 
they occurred. f, 

The fourth proposition I shall attempt to illas- 
trate is this: Ths abstraction of the deposites, by 
use or otherwise, is marked by a revulsion, because 
they ‘were permitted te govern the circulation; and 
when stocks or produce are used as a basis, the fall 
in the price of either works the same effect, ac- 
cording to the extent of the reduction. 

How was it in 1818, °19, and °20? Many will 
no doubt remember. Look at the tables. Depo- 
sites fell from 24,000,000 to 2,000,000. They were 
used up. 

Hine eae it in 1824, °25, and '26? The cotton 
planters will remember. Look at the state of the 
deposites, They fell from 10,000,000 to 5,000,000. 

How was it in 1833, when the grand removal 
took place? The loans were ranning up to sixty- 
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one millions, and ought to have made you easy; 
and so you appeared to te then: for the deposites 
were greater than at any other time. But in !836, 
the deposites had been transferred. This bank, and 
all the banks, expanded, and it appeared there was 
no end to prosperity. Specie was coming in by 
millions. And it ought to have been permanent; 
but no—it was as transient as the deposites; and, 
with our laps full, we were in one year compelled 
tosuspend. This was, however, very much be- 
cause the banks would have it so, and the United 
States Bank could not help itself. 

A fifth proposition is, that the number of banks, 
and amount of banking capitel, do not contribute 
to the relief of the country. 

If so, from 1837 to 1840 ought to have been a 
time of great relief; during those years 240 were ad- 
ded to a number of banks, and 60,000,000 to the 
ager-gate banking capital. But we know we have 
experienced no relief. 

A sixth proposition is that a substitution of 
stocks, asa basis, in lieu of deposites, and their ne- 
gotiation abroad, produced an importation of spe- 
cie beyond the actual products of labor, which 
was a loan to be paid back after a season, with 
interest. 

Look at the United States Bank table, and you 
find on the commencement of the stock operations 
after the removal of deposites—specie came in for 
three years till it wentup to over $18,000,000. 

Look, too, at the State banks. From 1830 to 
1837 the specie was increased from §$22,000,000 
to 437,000,000; and still they suspended. What is 
stranger still, during a suspension, the specie is in- 


creased from 37 to 47,060,000 dollars, and no re- | 


sumption, notwithstanding the circulation is re- 
duced to what it was in 1834. 

Now, sir, with from a third to double the specie 
they had in 1834, and a circulation reduced to be- 
low what it then was, by near $10,000,000, why 
cannot they resume? 

Sir, I will tell you. If it was not for those 
nameless matters, called by the bank ‘‘other liabili- 
ties,” there would be a resumption in ten days. 

Those “‘o.her Labilidies” have resulted from the 
opropt and illegitimate use of banking privi- 
eges. 

The gentleman from Philadelphia [Mr. SER- 
GEaNT,] asks you in triumph, “wherefore this vast 

importation of useless specie?” Let him put the 
inquiry to the banks—they can tell him. 

In return, I ask him wherefore is that specie not 
paid out and our public credit redeemed? I answer 
it for him. The banks are but the agents between 
the foreign creditors and the domestic debtors. 
They profit both by the non-payment and the pres- 
sure. Therefore they press that payment may not 
be made. For in that event they lose their occu- 
pation. Some of the banks, I admit, do notact on 
this rule. 

By what has been said, a seventh proposition be- 
comes manifest. It is this: 

Nothing but the multiplication of the products 
of labor, anda retrenchment in expenditures, can 
relieve the pressure we feel. i 

I remember some weeks ago, when an attempt 
was made to get up this bill, an honorable gentle- 
man [Mr. Wisx] from Virginia, in great emphasis 
demanded to know “what had been done to relieve 
the country of its pressing difficulties.” I then 
felt, and still feel, surprise, that one so distinguished 
should seriously think it is in your power, with or 
without money in your Treasury, to relieve those 
who are in debt. I was then strack and greatly 
delighted with the superior candor of the honora- 
ble gentleman [General Crass] of Alabama, of the 
same party with the other gentleman. He, in his 
lofty tone,on the same occasion,succeeded the other, 
and said ‘he longed to quit this place and return to 
his plantation, for he was assured that the only re- 
lief was to be found by close application to the in- 
terests there.” 

Sir, he was right, and I shall long remember 
a for the independence with which he spoke 
truth. 

The question then arises, Can this Government 
relieve the pressure of the country? 

If it can, there is but one way—and that is the 
last way to relief which the gentleman from Vir- 
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ginia er I would elect; and still it is the only way, 
and is the way in which the advocates of the Bank, 
if in power, could and will effect it. That will be 
by an increase of revenue beyond the wants of the 
Government, to be used by a United States Bank 
as a basis of issue, that may be loaned and dis- 
counted when they choose. 

Without this result a United States Bank is a 
useless thing, and would not be sought. This, too, 
would be but a cry of “peace, peace,” where there 
was no peace. 

This mode of relief, I say, is not in the power of 
this Government, for the reasons assigned by my 
colleague, and by Mr. Gilmer. 

It would be unjust, because it would rob the ma- 
ny to pay the debts of the few. The debtors would 
be the relieved party. The relief would be paid 
for by those who would not receive the benefit. It 
would, in fact, be a general contribution for spe- 
cial distribution—a general distribution of bur- 
dens, to purchase partial and limited benefits. 

To limit revenue, is the interest of the people 
whe pay the taxes. It limits taxation. To en- 
large the receipts and expenditares, is the interest 
of the Bank and its advocates; for by as much as 
you add to them, by so much you add to the ave- 
rage deposites. 

‘Whatever system therefore will produce the re- 
verse effect, is the one for a free people. The one 
on your table is that measure, if you retain the 
specie clause; since the average sum remaining in 
the Treasury, be it large or small, must be in spe- 
cie; which, in the absence of Government money, 
must become the basis of issue by the banks. It 
then will become the interest of all banks to unite 
with the friends of a simple economical Govern- 
ment, to reduce and keep down the revenue to ils 
actual wants. 

I here offer another proposition, to wit: 

If you do not adopt this bill, you must use the 
banks. The more avenues to expenditure, the 
greater the expense. In this proportion will be the 
appropriations and the revenue, whether needful 
to the people or not. The banks beirg used, the 
more expense the better, and if you must borrow 
money to pay, it is still better for them and worse 
for the people. 

This proposition, in all its bearings and applica- 
tions, has so repeatedly been illustrated, and so 
fally established, by others who have discnssed 
this subject, and may be so easily elaborated by 
any one who has attended to er examined the facts 
I have referred to, that I will not-detain the com- 
mi'tee. 

From its truth is adduced this additional proposi- 
tion, which is nearly equivaldht in nature and 
magnitude: That under the bank system, you can- 
not long escape from the funding system, or hesi- 
tate to assume those State debts, which have been 
induced by the illegitimate use of the public depo- 
sites. This arises, in my mind, from a conviction 
of the truth, that another bank, limited and re- 
stricted as it may be, with power to issue paper as 
money, will at once become identified with the Go- 
vernment, control its operations, and ultimately 
dictate to the people their laws and constitutions, 
and decide the amount and ratio of taxation; for, 
in the language of the gentleman from New York, 
“the control of the currency is the control of the 
country.” 

This measure, with its legitimate operation, re- 
taining it specie clause, (which would be better to 
operate all at once,) will avert these moral and po- 
litical evils, and do more to perpetuate our Union, 
than any one since the enactment of the Consti- 
tution. 

It is desirable to Republicans and State Rights 
men, because it tends to preserve their rule of 
strict construction and limited delegated powers. 
The opposite system pulls it down in a day. 

It limits the direct and indirect patronage of the 
President. With it the measure of the patronage 
is “strict construction; limited revenue; certain 
and ascertained officers; witheut the use of the 
money. 

‘Without it, the measure of patronage is “latitude 
of construing powers;” unlimited and surplus reve- 
nue; multiplicity of officials, known and unknown, 
with their ten thousand connections and ramifica- 
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tions and relationships, natural and artificial, poli- 
tical and commercial, with liberty to use not only 
the deposites, but three and four times their sum, 
by and through the moral and political irresponsi- 
bility of a lawless, uncontrollable and controlling 
corporation. 

To illustrate, you have but to turn your attention 
to another table I have prepared, exhibiting the ac- 
tion of the Government on a certain class of ap- 
propriations, from the chartering of the late Bank 
to the present ue. I refer to that class entitled in- 
ternal improvements. It has been prepared at the 
expense of much labor; and although its perfect ac- 
curacy is not vouched for, I can assert its accuracy 
to every material purpose. The subjects of these 
are the Cumberland road, roads and canals, forti- 
fications, surveys, harbers, light-houses, break- 
waters, and navy yards. It wiil be sufficient to 
give you the annual aggregate in round numbers. 
For the year 


1816, $1,700,000 | 1829, $1,900,000 
1817, 1,700,000 | 1830, 2,279,000 
1818, 1,700,000 | 1831, 2,696,000 
1819, 1,700,000 | 1832, 2,596 000 
1820, 1,700,000 | 1833, 3,155,000 
1821, 1,700,000 | 1834, 3,518,000 
1822, 1,700,000 | 1835, 3,000,000 
1823, 1,700,000 | 1836, 3,400,000 
1824, 1,700,000 | 1837, 3,800,000 
1825, 1,700,000 | 1838, 2,300.000 
1826, 1,700,000 | 1839, 1,856,000 
1827, 1,700,000 Z 

1828, 1,900,000 Aggregate, $52,200,000 


From 1816 to 1827, I have given you an annual 
average: from 1827 to 1839, the annual sum is gi- 
ven. Now, if you will witness the truth of what I 
said, and test the influence of the Hamiltonian sys- 
tem on this class of expenditures, and the subjec- 
tion of the latter to the will or power of the former, 
look at the years from 1827 to 1839, and see how, 
with the increase of the deposites, these appropria- 
tions increased—how, as the Bank expanded, these 
swelled—how, as the deposites were removed or 
consumed, and the Bank rendered powerless, these 
were brought down by the will of the people. Sir, 
in spite of himself, the Bank interest and policy 
controlled Jackson and his party until the deposites 
were removed. Then, and not till then, do you 
find any success in the principles of the Democra- 
tic party on these subjects. This occurred in the 
second and third year of the present Administra- 
tion. 

The people of the South, and Georgia in particu- 
lar, will do well to consider whatinterest they have 
in restraining this tendency in the Government. 
Here are $52,000,000 expended on these objects in 
little more than twenty years. What portion of it 
do they pay? At least half. "What portion is spent 
with them? Not one-fifth. What portion is spent 
amongst those I represent? Not one-tenth, 

Mr. Chairman, I do not regret that which is 
spent rightfully and properly for tthe good of the 
Union, though it be in the North. No, sir. It is 
the adoption of an unauthorized rule, that lets in 
all kinds of expense—through channels innumera- 
ble, that grieves me—channels made broad and 
deep by the bank policy, which my associates are 
contributing to prumote by opposing this bill. Take 
another class of expenses of particular individual 
and local interest, to wit—pensions. Here is a 
statement, showing the whole number of pensioners 
under the several Jaws, and the number in the 
Southern and Northern States: 
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Difference,  -(3,030/ 6,687, 470| 16,846; 2,246) 3,915: 33,919 
r eet i 


nty-nine States, Territories, and Dis- 

Sua. se fourteen Southern States have but 10,775 
ensioners, while the other fifteen have 33,919. 

The amount paid to pensioners is about in the 

like proportion. By Senate Doc. No. 307, 3d ses- 
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sion, 25th Congress, you have an erhibit of the 
sums annually paid to pensioners and annuities and 
grants for Revolationary services. From the com- 
mencement of the Government to the charter of 
the late Bank, the annual average did not exceed 
$100,000 From that time to 1838, the annual 
average was $1,500,000: And it appears, the far- 
ther we remove from the Revolution the greater the 
number of heroes demanding pensions. 

In two years after the charter, the sum advanced 
frem 300,000 to 2,200,000. About the time of the 
contest with the Government and Bank, when the 
latter wanted large power, to wit, in 1832 and 33, 
the sum rose from 1,200,000 to 4,400,000. After the 
effect of the removal was felt, to wit, in 1836 and 
238, at the expiration of the Bank charter, it was 
reduced from 2,500,000 to 800,000—coming back 
to what it was before the charter. Does not this 
prove what I said? 

What portion of the 52,000,000 has gone South, 
and what North, and what has each paid? 

I make the same remark here that I did before: 
My object is not to excite sectional jealousy; but 
to advise my constituents of their interests, and 
awaken the sense of justice of the North. 

Georgia has only received about 320,000 of the 
32,000,000. And this burden, just or unjust, has 


been increased by the Hamiltonian system, to give ` 


a greater average deposite. I am here reminded 
that the gentleman from Philadelphia, [Mr. Ser- 
GkaNT,] when discussing the pension bill, said 
<*hese deposites were never worth one cent to the 


Bank.” And yet he endeavored to show that they | 


‘were of vast importance to the pet banks, I know 
not how to think him sincere. They were more 
important and useful to the Uniled States Bank 
than to the pet banks. If not useful, why use 
“extraordinary arts. to persuade the people to re- 
stere them.” Why such vast effort to defeat this 
bill? It only “puts the money where it never was 
before—in the Treasury.” . 

It gives the President no power. over the money 
that he did not have over it in the banks. The 
way to get at it is the same. The persons to call 
for it are the same. Indeed ihe power must. be 
less, since the sum will be diminished. Sir, you 
remember when the banks were put on the distinct 
terms of not using the deposites, the best banks in 
the country refused to take them; the Bank of 
South Carolina, Bank of Louisville, &c.; and 
many of those who did take them, got sick of it, or 
breke, and could not return it. This appears by 
by document 304 of the Senate, third session T wen- 
ty-fifth Congress, which I hold in my hand. 

Bat to return to the effect of this Hamiltonian 
system on the revenue. What I have shown in 
regard to particular classes of expenditure, lawful 
or unlawful, is true in regard to the expenditures 
in the general. This I illustrate. by document 
No. 212 of the Senate, third session Twenty-fifih 
Congress, now before me, showing the annual re- 
ceipts and expenditures of the Government from 
1817 to 1838. Compare this with the state of the 
deposites, and you will find that whenever there 
happened any considerable redaction in the depo- 
sites or basis of issue, there was an immediate call 
for increase of revenue, and of course new pretexts 
io expenditure, whether the times. were good or 

ad. 

How was it in 1819} “Hard times.” What 
was the deposites? Reduced by the payment of 
public debt, from 7 to 2,000,000. 

What was the expenditure? Increased from 10 
and 12,000,000 to 17,000,000, just the sum taken 
out. 

How was it in 1824? “ Hard times.” Deposites 
reduced from 10 to 8,000,000; expenditurs in- 
creased from 10 to 13,000,000. 

How in "32 and ’33? “Flourishing times.” But 
Jackson and the bank were at war. It was impor- 
tant to increase the power. The local bank influ- 
ence began to co-operate, and expenses and depo- 
sites both increased. . 

In 1836, the actual expenses still increased from 


similar causes. From that period, however, 
have diminished, making due allowances for extraordina- 

ty items} more especially do we find them reduced in the pe- 
culiarly obnoxious item of internal improvements, as well as 
-the pensions. Hence, sir, the history of your finances and 
those of the banks prove that the Unitéd States Bank has had 
portant influence on the policy of the Government. And 
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when the secret istold, it is true that its interests, direct and in- 
direct, have had more to do in running the Government into 
extravagance than any man’s party. Its party is always that 
which goes for increase of revenue by loans or otherwise. 
They never object. Hence you find it strongly supported by 
those who, not being dependent for office on a particular pre- 
sident, have a permanent interest in high salaries. 

Alexander Hamilton said, concerning the Bank, whilst he was 
recommending a plan, amongst other things, that it is not @ 
“mere matter of private property, but a political machine of 
the greatest importance to the State.” So it is esteemed by all 
who entertain the viewsof the powers, ends, and nature of our 
Government, which he did. Again Mr. Hamilton said on the 
same occasion: ‘These deposites are of immense consequence 
to the banks.” In this, he greatly differed from the gentleman 
from Philadelphia. 

Having spoken of the political and pecuniary evils under 
which we labor, and traced them, ina most important degree, to 
the fallacy, errors, and mischiefs of your banking system, per- 
mit me simply to iefer you to the vastness of the moral evil 
arising from it. 

First, it has made the obligations of “my promise” hang 
loosely around me. It has destroyed the sacredness of “my 
word,” and made me lightly esteem my “honor.” 

Hence has arisen a want of self-confidence and self-respect, 
which has opened a door to all kinds of vice and immorality, 
idleness, profligacy, and abandonment of honest, sober, patient 
industry, accompanied by a contempt for its temperate and vir- 
tuous rewards. 
judgment in conduct and men, by which lahor has become dis- 
reputable, and indolent ease applauded and cherished. These 
in turn had their effects on the results of political economy, dis- 
pataging in the aggregate the products of labor, thereby agera- 
vating the causes of distress as well as their effects, Physically, 
the same corresponding results have been witnessed. Your old 
men are worn out and enfeebled, by ceaseless watching. Your 
middie aged are becoming miserly or indifferent to their 
love of country—whilst your young men find them- 
selves more at home in the drawingroom than in the field. 


In the field they Inok out for a shade or a placeof repose. | 


Your soldiers love their barracks, and your officers are pleased 
with their dress parades, and delight in the haunts of the capi- 


tol, and the man of God seeks comfort and enjoyment in the ` 
vain excitement of political life. Thus, it seems, this great |: 


Federal system, that has been in operation, as has been said, 
feom the days of Hamilton, works badly, politically, financial- 
ly, morally, physically, and religiously. “Let us have a change. 
We cannot be worsted.” 

Evena safe and prudent merchant, or an honest banker, need 
not dread a change; neither can be injured by it The reckless 
speculator or the bankrupt has no motive to resist a change. 
The latter will nv longer be credited by the banks, and will do 
well to set up for the individual credit system, so used up by 
the banks. The former, too, canno more expect facilities, for 
the banks have speculated till they understand how far they 
should go, or permit others to go; hence the speculator may 
learn self-respect, and rebel against this sort of guardianship, 

This measure is the only altérnative or escape from the 
United States Bank, and this, with me, is a good reason for 
fairly testing its virtue. 

Again: this bill not only enables us to escape from the evils 
of a bad and unauthorized system, but it goes on the assump- 
tion that we are to return to that currency in the Govern- 
ment transactions, which alone ig constitutional. It brings 
‘back the Government. to what the framers intended it to b 

and the administration ef it to the Republican standard. ` 

The law provided at an early period that gold and silver 
alone should be received and paid out. Mr. Hamilton first, by 
a mere Treasury order, interfered with this law, and encroached 
on its provisions. That. law,J believe, remains unrepealed. 
Andon what ground can any one, except the genuine Federal- 
ist, object to its execution? 

Having given satisfactory reasons for a change of the pre- 
sent system, anda correction of its abuses,as well as for the 
adoption of the measure before the committee, I wil] now an- 
swer some of the prominent objections te the bill. 

The gentleman from Philadelphia [Mr. Sgrckant] says: “A 
certain amount is to be supplied for the use of the revenue—to 
lie idle. . 

This amount, under the operation of the bill, he assumes will 
be, on an average, $5,000,000, and is to be then for the use “of 
the revenue.” Thus far there isno objection. But it is to “lie 
idle.” Very well; admit the argument, for sake of argument, 
and contrast the bill with the Bank, or Hamiltonian plan, and I 
have shown by the Bank statement, that in twenty years’ expe- 
riment they have kept from nine to ten millions of dollars for 

the use of the Bank,{ which the Treasurer could not obtain for 
the “use of the revenue” when he wanted it; and if the people 
took it away, they were pressed until they put it back. 

He gaye: “In the midst of our difficulties, we have been an- 
nually Importing specie. How did we get it? By going in 
debt.” 

Ihave shown that the reason why specie was brought in the 
midst of our difficulties, was, that the Bank issued on the depo- 
sites, and was governed by them; their disturbance drove the 
Bank to substitute stocks, which, being negotiated abroad, 
brought specie here, and that it was a loan induced by the polic: 
of the banks. I am happy to have my views thus corroborated. 
The gentleman has stated facts. I have explained their causes, 

Again, in his estimate of the expense of this plan, he says, in 
the aggregate it will be $1,000,000, and asks ‘if any one will 
contend we ought to pay it?” Isay not, if we can avoid it. 
But I have shown, that by the Bank system, the expense in 
one single item is $1,200,000; and if I estimate all the items as 
he has done, it wil: be nearer $3,000,000 annually; so the Bank 

system ig not the plan to save the $1,000,000. 

He gives an extraordinary statement of the expense of 
“transferring funds in Wiskonsin,” a remote and wild country. 

The sum was small. Did he set down against this the vast 
sumsannually lost on account of the fluctuations of exchanges, 
between South and North, on transactions of millions and hun- 
dreds of millions, induced by suspensions, the effect of malad- 
ministration of his favorite Bank—suspensions in which his 
Bank, with others, took advantage of the people, to put ex. 
change to five, ten, and twenty-five per cent. premium, and 
keep it there, after “importing and keeping, in the midst of our 


’ difficulties,” mere specie than the country ever had before? 


In this sum of five millions of dollars, “to lie idle”. under the 
bill, he says you “start with a minimum.” I think just the re- 
verse, and have given the reasons. By bis system, however, 
it is clearly proved we “started witha minimum,” and ende 


A false standard of worth has led to errorsof f 
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witha maximum. Hereishistory against prophecy. Hesays 
by the Bank the transfer of public (undg costs you nothing. I 
grant, by the account stated on the Bank books, there may be 
no charge. That does not prove it costs nothing; if so, thia bill 
would not be expensive. His plan only costs the people a char- 
ter—a barter of their Constitution, anda bonus of one million 
cf dollars over and above all the expense he charges against 
the Sub-Treasury. ; 
“The banks,” he says, “are suffering with the community.” 
A glorious state of suffering indeed! one in which they gain 
every thing, and neeg lose nothing; in which, having all power, 
they command every thing, and are, therefore, interested to 
prolong the suffering. Isave and except here, sir, such banks. 
as have held the deposites sacred, and have done a legitimate 


| business, 


“l will turn you to facts curious to behold.” “Our expen- 
ditures, it is amazing to see how they have increased within a 
few years.” F 

This is one curious fact, to which I have been curious enough 
to call your attention already, with a vicw to show wherein lies 
the curiosity. Ishould have been amazed if one go conversant 
with the bank policy as that gentleman, should have failed to 
point to this “curious fact.” It is the legitimate offspring of 
the system which he, with exultation, ascribestc Alexander 
Hamilton, in these words: 

“Hamilion arranged the plan that has never been altered, ex- 
cept once in 1829.” 

e is right, sir; and what was that plan? It was to use the 
banks as depositaries. There the money was kept to the credit 
of the Treasurer of the United'States. Yet he says: 

“The Treasurer has never any money in hia keeping.” 

By warrants, drafts, and checks, it was drawn, tranaferred, 
or paid out, in bank paper, good or bad. 

By that plan the Treasurer’s office and these banks or vaults 
were called the Treasury ofthe United States; for Mr. Gallatin 
saidexpressly: __ 

“These depositaries are the Treasury of the United States.” 
See State Papers, vol. 2u, tide Finance, page 461 and 463. 

Now in what does this bill differ? “The offices in the Trea. 
sury Building, in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Charleston 
Orleans, and 8t. Louis, are called the “Treasury of the Unit 
States;”’ here ig rio difference. But these places are not corpo- 
tations toissue paper money; there is one difference. 

The money is placed tə the credit of the. Treasurer: here is 
no difference. To be paid on his own warrant, draft or check, 
as heretofore: here is no difference. In gold and silver—here is 
the sound and material difference. Thisis not all, sir: “Hamil: 


: ton arranged the first-—-Federalista adopted it, have always advo- 


| cated it, and stilt do. ‘The State Rights men 


i 


| habit itisto give it to yoa at par, ev 


: reputation, its only claim to regeneration. 


4 proposed the se- 
cond, have al ways advocated it, andstill ought, a 
But, after stating this “curious fact” about the expenditures, 
Which caused him to be “amazed,” his amazement ceases, and 
e says: 

“Expenses have increased, do increase, and ought to in- 
ee Thus he comes at last to the creed of a true be- 

iever. | : 

He says: “The placing the money there to the credit of the 
Treasurer, subject to his draft as though in the Treasury, is an 
unconstitutional feature.” 

If this be true, then he and Mr. Gallatin have furnished addi: 
tional authority for saying the plan of Hamilton was unconsti- 
tutional. For the money was placed in the ‘depositories to the 
credit of the Treasurer,” and “these depositories were called 
the Treasury of the United States.’? 

“Take care how you extract fromthe people, and give it to a 
cokl-heardess Treasury.” es 

That operation has proved a cooling business to the Batik, 
and hasleft them “heartless,” too, however much cf soul they 


: may have had. But of what use isthiscaution? Take his own 
| plan, and Mr. Gallatin says “those depositories are the Treasu- 


ry;” andin the words of the gentleman I reiterate his warning: 
“You give no aid to the banks; you jostle trade.” Sir, you 
have helped them to the means by which they have deranged 
the currency and jostled trade; you have given them. millions 
annually, to be used under the privileges af a charter; you have 
helped them to the power of producing excitement, expansion, 
and contraction; of speculating on your people; of raising oy 
lowering prices; of corrupting the purity of your public tribw 


| nals; and of almost perpetuating their own existence, and yet 


|! 


their friends cry, “Give, give.” The time has come wher we 
should say no to any proposition that looks to the inerease of 
their power. : i 

“This isa war on banks.” : 

Notso. Itisachild’s bargain. The people iostruct us to 
say to the banks, “Let us alone and we will let you alone.” 
Congress has no power to do or say more by any operation on 
the currency. j ; i 

But he says, “Will you give no. help te exchanges?” Bir, 
the only effect you can produce, the only aid you can. give, is 
that of a very latge dealer in exchange, whose putpose and 

ory Wiere: That mich ald, 
and no more, we propose to give by this bijl—anad that only to 
the extentof our transactions in raising and disbursing a reve- 
nue limited to the actual wants of the Gevernment. ‘ 
: But why call on us? Your favorite system operated ‘for 20 
years, and what did it effect? -What it failed to make on do- 
mestic, it made up in foreign exchanges; and it found it more 
profit in commanding all the exchange, at a given rate, than to 
speculate for a'season. Ia this, too, it founded its only hope of 


But when you refused its demands, how did it requite you for 

ears of kind treatment? 'As if to manifest ite want of gratitude, 
it threw your currency overboard, and destroyed more at its 
death than it created during its life. f ; 
` The operations on foreign exchange afforded a wider field; 
and whilst it prided itself in the uniformity of domestic ex- 
changes, the foreign were left to take their course. This may 
be illustrated by the exchange table here before me, in Senate 
doc. 2d sess. 25th Cong. p. 457, 137, and 133. It shows that 
from 1788 to 1814, exchange on England was at an average dis- 
count of three per cent. For the time, greatuniformity in the 
Tate prevailed. The widest range was to 44 premium. 

From 1815 to 1838, exchange on England was at an average 
premium of 8}. No uniformity prevailed whilst it ranged 
from 1 to 18, and from 7 to 21 premium. — . f 

lo the coincidence between the fluctuations of this commodity 
at different times and the rise or fall in the deposites and circu- 
lation of the United States Bank, some “curious facts” appear, 
which it will be amazing to hehold. The document first re- 
ferred to, and the document 142, Senate, 3d seas. 25th Cong. will 
exhibit them, ; 
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Bir, too much has been claimed for thisinstitution as a regu- 
lator. It assumed that office at times, but always looked to you 
togive it the means. There is no regulator but specie. 

Now, sir, let me answer the two questions of the other gen- 
tleman[Mr. B:ıÐoLE] from Pennsylvania. 

Ist, “When specie gets to the point of attraction, how is it to 
get back?” i cinta Ane 

Tanswer, by the power this bill gives to individuals to de- 
mand that article in payment, . 

A. “Bank paper being refused by the Government, is dis- 

How will you restore its value?” 

k is not in our power. Nevertheless, it will speedily be 
done, because every sound bank which has pride of character, 
or interest in its good credit, will of itself very soon put its notes 
on the footing of specie, which will naturally produce an influx 
of specie in their vaults, to be supplied by their notes. Thase 
which cannot hope to reach this point, will forfeit all claims to 
confidence, and die by their own act. 

The gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Evans,] and also the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Bey} assert that “ this bill will 
discredit the States,” 

I can perceive but one way in which it can have that effect ; 
and for that we are not accountable. Itis this: The States are 


now discredited by their own imprudence. Their stocksare | 


under par. This has brought about some of those “ other lia- 
bilities’ ofthe Bank. If another bank charter could be ob- 
tained, the stocks, on the plan of Hamilton, will be a fund to pay 
for that stock. Hence a new demand for them would be cre- 
ated. This is the forlorn hope. Pass this bill, and the Bank ig 
suspended, and stocks are regulated by the existing demand, 
and therefore will continue to fall. But is this your fault? Or 
must you violate your duty, to consult the interest of those who 
hold State stocks? Let the speculators in stocks take care of 
themse!ves—the psople will take care of the public money. 

1f, sir, you are bound to divest your policy, with a view to 
prop or reinstate those stocks, it is only on the principle that you 
can endorse for them or substitute your credit for theirs. ‘This 
is a favorite idea with the friends of the Hamiltonian system, 
but receiveano favor with me. When it shall be yielded to by 
the country, the Government will have become a machine for 
the promotion of a privileged order. 1 will resist it as long as 
it can be resisted, and be oneof the last to yield; but being 
forced to give up, I’ shall then, with what meansi can com. 
mand, try to place myself on a footing with the favored few. 
But I confess J should only do it on the principle that when I 
must be a slave or a masier, I prefer the latter. 

The gentleman from Tennessee “calls on gentlemen from the 
Mouth to avail themselves of this opportunity to cut off this 
continual increase of expenditure.” Six, I echo the call, send 
it back to that gentleman, and send it in the ears of my col- 

ues, and assure them that I mistake greatly if the passage 
of this bill is not the plan. ; 

He ealls this an “ultra Federal policy.” - Where did he get 
that idea, and how does it appear? He obtained it not from 
histary, not from men who have died, not from Washington, 
nor Jefferson, nor Madison, nor Alexander Hamilton. It must 
be the creature of a lively imagination. 

_ He asks, “Where is your $5,000,000 of specie to come from— 
it is not In the country, and what little isin the country is in the 
vaults of the banks ” 

Ie this true? and are the banks to furnish an argument of ne- 
ceesity against this bill, by locking up the specie, that their 
friends may raise this objection? Certain itis, that there is 
now, by the account of the gentleman from Philadelphia [Mr. 
BeeaganT] a superabundance of specie. An in reply to the 
gentleman from Tennessee, I answer: take a part of that ‘enor. 
mous amount of useless specie,’’ spoken of by the former gen. 
Ueman, and put it tothe uses of the people, in the redemption 
of bank paper, and your Sub-Treasury Will have no difficulty, 

The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. CusHine] said, “Ha- 
milton tried this scheme and it failed.” Ihave been unable to 
find the authority for this declaration. 1 doubt whether it ex- 
jsta—the more s0, since on this point this gentleman and the 
distinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SERGEANT] 
àre at issue. Butif he tried it and let it go, it was because it 
failed to strengthen and consolidate the Federal Government ag 
he desired; and this cuts down the grandest of all pretended ob- 
jections to the bill. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts says, “we are to have 
one currency for the Government and another for the people.” 
This has become too stale and shallow a pretext for an argu- 
ment, to deserve consideration. Still Iwill iNustrateit. Puta 
case. You reade in the interior of the “empire State”—you 
have an agent or agents ia New. York who manage all your 
moneyed affairs. Where you live, the ordinary medium is 
paper money. It has become of little value, because it is irre- 

mable. It issued from banks in and about New York. You 
draw en your agent; he fails to pay, assigning asa reason that 
your money was deposited for safekeeping in banks who refuse 
topay it. After an examination of their affairs, you find they 
have governed their circulation by the sum of your deposites, 
which being withdrawn in part, cannot be redeemed. The bank 
therefore siops. You order your agents to deal in gold and silver, 
and remove your deposites, that the money which circulates in 
our immediate vicinity may be better; that your agent at New 
ork, where your great interests are, may, meet this engage- 
ments unembarrassed. Now, when he receives and pays out 
for you, isit your affairor his; is it one money for him and 
another for you, or is it not yours in. either case? This is the 
affair of the people; the Government istheir agent. 

T wonld gladly, Mr. Chairman, call my colleagues’ attention 
to die important influence a United States Bank hay had, and 
must always have, on our Southern staple, and our facilities to 
elect between alternative markets. Also the vastness of the 
Political results that might enure tothe South, by throwing such 
Ppreponderating machinery at the North. These are topics 
grand and overwhelming. But my time is spent, and I desist. 

Thave endeavored to present fairly the merits of this bill, 

t I have succeeded, it would be vanity in me to suppose; 
but I desire it to be remembered, that the great good to be ef- 
fected by it, in my estimation, is to limit the revenue to the 
wants of the Government—making it as siinple and economical 
as a Republic ought to be; to close up the innumerable avenues 
to indirect Executive patronage, and thereby limit his power 
to that which is given and lawful to be exercised; thirdly, to 
check the alarming tendency of Federal legislation to adopt a 
rule of constraing the supreme law, by which its decisions, 
concerning its powers, ride over the supremacy of that law. If 
Ihave contributed to thìs, I have sustained the interest of my 
constituents, my own, and the interests of the country—I shail 


have cause to be satisfied with what I have done, and will rest - 


ona “conscience void of offence.’ 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Shepard. 
SPEECH OF MR. SHEPARD, 


OF NORTH CAROLINA, , 

In the House of Representatives, June «, 1840—In 
Committee of the Whae on tbe state of the 
Union, on the bill to prdvide för the collection, 
safekeeping, transfer, ang digbursement of the 
public revenue. i 
Mr. SHEPARD addressed 

lows: ` 
Mr. Cuairman: The few remarks which I in- 

tend to make will be strictly applicable to the bill 
under consideration. Honorable gentlemen have 
wandered to other topics, which have but little con- 
nection with this subject; they have travelled over 


e committee as fol- 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the old ground,so well known to the members of `. 


this House; they have rehearsed the story of the 
war upon the banks, and indulged in the usual 
tirades against the persons engaged in that famous 
controversy. A member from Kentucky has affirm- 
ed that this question was to be decided by authori- 
ty, and, charging certain eminent gentlemen with 
having changed their opinions on the subject of the 
currency, he supposed this fact to be a powerful ar- 
gument against the bill. Sir, I differ entirely from 
that honorable gentleman. Politicians may change 
with the moon, but their conduct should not ar- 
rest the progress of great and valuable principles. 
Thehoman mind is so much influenced by preju- 
dice, so often governed by circumstances, and is so 
circumscribed in its vision, that the best and wisest 
are liable to error. Must we, therefore, ever conti- 
nue in the wrong, and must we never yield to the 
lessons of experience? Mr. Wan Buren was in fa- 
vor of the “safety fund” system of New York, and 
Mr. Calhoun once advocated the establishment of 
a National Bank; but do these things justify the 
assertion that they are dishonest in recommending 
this measure; or are they sufficient to draw you, or 
me, or any honorable member,from its zealous sup- 
port? Sir, I think and act independently on all 
occasions; the people whom I represent are too proud 
and too generous to expect a base subserviency to 
any manor any party; all that they wish is an 
honest devotion to their welfare, and a conscien- 
tious discharge of the solemn duties required by the 
Constitution. 

Sir, if this bill contaia in its womb but a small 
portion of the evils which its enemies have foretold, 
it is the worst measure ever introdaced into a de- 
liberative assembly. We have heard that the pub- 
lic treasure will be surrendered to thieves and rob- 


bers; that the President will have the power of an | 


Eastern potentate, and that the “credit system,” the 
source ef all our prosperity, will be overthrown, 
and this flourishing. country revert to its pristine 
barbarism. ‘These are the exaggerations of heated 
zeal and distempered fancy. Hatred of the party 
in power has blinded honorable gentlemen; hope, 
which has so often tantalized them with the pros- 
pect of success, and has been so often disappointed, 
has filled them with intemperate ardor, aud made 
them forget that the minds of others are not subject 
to the same‘obscuration. The hackneyed politician, 
whose sole object is to aitain success, and the paid 
advocate of special interests, will use every means 
to excite the public feeling, and delude the public 


. judgment, bat it is matter of astonishment that high- 


minded statesmen should fall into such extravagan- 
ces. I doubt nat the sincerity of other honorable mem- 
bers, but after an earnest investigation of the merits 
of this bill,and after tearing from my heartevery prè- 
judice which might lead me from the path of truth, 
I feel assured that the success of this measure will 
be of lasting benefit to the Government, the country, 
and all its interests. 

The bill proposes that the public revenue shall be 
kept by the public officers, by men appointed for 
that parpose according to the laws of the land, and 
it forbids the receipt at the Treasury of any thing 
but gold and silver, the legal currency of the coun- 
try. These simple principles are the essence of the 
measure, and on them wiil depend its usefulness and 


efficiency, either as a fiscal agent of the Govern- | 


ment, or in its incidental bearing on the industry of 
the Union. Gentlemen have said that they are con- 
trary to the genius of our institalions, that they are 
more congenial to the despotisms of the old World, 
and more in unison with the habits and feelings of an 
enslaved people, To test the truth of these asser- 
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tions, let us go to the fountain of our legislation, 
whose pure and living waters are yet refresh- 
ing to the patriot and statesman—to the 
Censtitution itself. That instrument authorizes 
the President and the Senate to appoint subordi- 
nate officers, to assist in managing the affairs of 
this Governmeni. It says nothing of corporations, 
and the inference, that its authors intended to im- 
pose all the duties, arising under the Constitution, 
on persons selected according to law, and liable to 
its penalties, is not unreasonable. Congress has 
power to “coin money,” and the States are for- 
bidden to “emit bills of credit,” or to “make any 
thing but gold and silver coin a tender in payment 
of debts,” but no mention is made of bank paper, 
no authority is given to make use of the promis- 
sory notes of private associations, and it is not 
illogical to suppose that our fathers endeavored te 
establish a hard money Government. There were 
banks in this country and in Europe, when the 
Federal convention was in session; the conveni- 
ence of these institutions was known and under- 
stood by its members, and their silence is unac- 
countable, if corporations be so necessary for the 
keeping of the public money, and if the demand of 
gold and silver be so hostile to liberty and social 
imprevement. Iam not saying that we are for- 
bidden to receive paper, and to deposite it in banks, 
but wish to show that this bill is not incompatible 
with the Constitution; indeed, I consider it in strict 
accordance with its spirit, a faithful performance 
of the wishes of its framers, who never dreamed of 
the interpretation of modern commentators, Here, 
then, I might {stop, and ask our opponents for their 
authority. The burden of proving the measure in- 
efficient er dangerous lies on their shoulders, and 
something more than loud denunciation is neces- 
sary to satisfy the public mind. : 

An honorable member from New York [Mr. 
Barnarp] said that the real object of the bill was 
to “govera” or to “regulate” the State banks, 
though its tide was “A bill for the collection, safe- 
keeping, transfer and disbursement of the public 
revenue.” He thought it analogous to the tariff 
laws, which were passed for the benefit of domes- 
tic manufactures, whilst they were called acts for 
the collection of revenue; and he seemed to think 
it dificult for some o° us to ‘‘digesi”” a measure 
of sucha character. The gentleman is entirely mis- 
taken, at least to one of those who support this bi'l. 
If its effect on the currency and business of the 
country would be wholesome, its passage is still 
more desirable; but I view it principally as an en- 
gine of the Treasury 10 manage the national reve- 
nues, and I am the more anxious for its success, 
because it obviates the necessity of a measure odi- 
ous to the people, and destructive to the harmony 
of the country. Sir, I do not belong to that school 
of politicians, who, under the cloak of doing one 
thing, are aiming at another, not sanctioned by the 
Constitution. An honest man will not cheat his 
neighbor, neither will he commit a fraud in the Le- 
gislature of the Union, for the triumph of party, or 
the still more despicable purpose of taxing one por- 
tion of the people for the advantage of another.’ ~ 

But gentlemen are distrustful of individuals; they 
think that corporations alone are safe depositaries 
of the public funds. A single person is fit for the 
Presidency, though the destiny of fifteen millions of 
people is placed in his hands; a judge on the bench 
must decide questions involving the lives and for- 
tunes of his fellow-citizens, and each one of us is 
trusted with the performance of great and solemn 
duties to the people and the Constitution. Can it 
be that the President and the Senate would be una- 
ble to find men sufficiently honest to take charge of 
a few dollars and cents? If there be so little inte- 
grity in the country, why do these moneyed institu- 
tions themselves put confidence in their officers and 
directors? How was the public money kept during 
the war of the Revolution, when there were no 
banks in existence? Other nations use individual 
depositaries, yet there is no complaint of loss, no 
absolute necessity of changing theirsystem. Greece 
and Rome carried on their mighty con juests, and 
filled their exchequers with the spoils of the world, 
and their treasure was confided to the care of jndi- 
viduals. N 

Gentlemen are willing that the revenue should 
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be collected by the officers of Government, though 
the keeping of it must be commit:ed to private as- 
sociauons. Itis not easy to see the distinction; if 
men are too worthless to be trusted wuh ihe latter 
duty, it is unwise to allow their interference for 


country as regular tax gatherers. The case of 
Swartwout illustrates this view of the subject; his 
defalcation occurred during the connection of the 
Government wi.h the banks, and whilst the public 
Officers were ordered to collect and deposite in 
these institutions. Yet this did not prevent the em- 
bezzlement; for if a man be disposed to cheat, he 
has ample opportunity during the process of col- 
lection. The truth is, that whether banks or indi- 


viduals be the depesitaries, the Government is ` 


equally exposed to loss; the only safe rule is to se- 
lect trustwo:thy men, to keep a vigilant eye over 
their conduct, and to inflict the heaviest penalties 
on negligence and dishonesty. This biil goes far 
to place guards around the publio treasure; should, 
however, fine, imprisonment, and future disquali- 
fication for office be unavailing, let the whipping 
post and the gibbet drive men into the paths of 
rectitude. 

But, sir, I will proceed to a topic of still greater 
importance. It is pretended that the power of the 
President will be increased by the provisions of 
this bill, and the patriotic sensibilities of gentlemen 
are aroused by the idea that the commander of the 
army and navy, and the leader of forty thousand 
office holders, should also have contro! of the Fe- 


ij 
any purpose, and banks should measure bores, | 
gauge molasses, sell land, and saunter about the - 
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ministration proves the truth of this argument; the 
Secretary of the Treasury refused to ubey the Pre- 
sident, and remove the deposites from the Bank or 
the United States; he was displaced, and his suc- 
cessor readily executed the mandate of his superior. 
Shame, then, on this hypocritical clamor against the 
great measure of reform! Where is the proposi 
tion to increase the power of the Executive? Where 
is the clause by which he can exercise more influ- 
ence than at present? This attempt to deceive 
the people is worthy of scribbling partisans and 
travelling orators; it cught not to appear in 
this House, where we should assembie and delibe- 
rate like dignified statesmen. If gentlemen are 


fearful that the President may exercise an impro- | 


per influence‘on the Department of the Treasury, 
the only way toremedy this evil is to effectaa 


. amendment of the Const.tatioa; and to make that — 


deral purse. The zeal of these animated orators ' 


would encourage the belief that publ:c liberty was 
in danger, and that the President was grasping at 
all the:powers of the Constitution, in order to 
change the nature of our Republic. 

A plain statement will dissipate these clouds, and 
relieve the anxieties of honorable gentlemen, if 
they are sincerely in search of truth, and not play- 
ing the game of petty politicians for selfish pur- 
If the Government and the banks be con- 
nected, the public money will be deposited in these 
institutions, subject to the drafts of certain cfficers, 
in pursuance of old and established laws. Whether 


it be a bank chartered by Congress or a State Le- | 


gislature, the keeper of the money is compelled to 
obey the command of these officers; it cannot be 


said that the fund is to be used for an improper or 
illegal object, the depositary cannot inquire into the : 


motives and designs of the public agents, though it 
be suspected that they are wasting the treasure of 
the nation, but drafts in the legal form and from 
the proper authority must be promptly paid. 
thus appears that the revenue of the country must 
be under the control of some one, and existing 
statutes have placed it under the care of officers in 
the Department of the Treasury; they have it de- 
posited in banks, they draw it out according to the 
exigences of the public service, and on their intel- 
ligence and integrity we rely for a faithfal discharge 
of these important duties. Now, sir, the President 


appoints these officers, and, from the con truction - 


pat on the Constitution since the days of Washing- 
ton, he can remove them at p'easure; if they thwart 
the plans of ambition, if they refuse to he the tools 
of corruption, orf they deciine to use the public 
money forany purpose which the President may 
dictate, he can eject them from office, and substitute 


It: 


Department directly responsible to the representa- 
tives of the people. A proposal of this nature 
would involve grave considerations; it might 
be feared that the Chief Magistrate would 
be rendered weak and inefficient, or 
Secretary of 
too powerful, or the Legislature would engross too 
much authority, and trample under foot the 
co-ordinate branches of the Government. But 
the passage of this bill cannot be an obstacle to 
any change which may be desired by the wisdom 
and patnotism ef the country; the question now 
at issue concerns the keeping of the public mo- 
ney, and whether it be placed in banks or in the 
hands of our own officers for safety and disburse- 


ment, the ultimate control of it may be given at | 


any time to.whomsoever the voice of the nation 
shall direct. 

The management of the “independent treasures” 
will require the appointment of a few more of- 
ficers and clerks, and to this extent the patronage 
of the President must be increased, but it will be 


i shown, in the progress of my remarks, that this is 


: bill is 


trifling in comparison with that which will be lop- 
ped off by separating the banks from the Govern- 
ment. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the strongest feature ef this 
that denominated the “specie clause,” 
which orders the revenue to be collected in gold 
and silver. This provision will go in'o operation 
gradually. to avoid the injurious consequences of 
a change too sudden, and to enable all classes to 
accommodate their affairs to the future condition 
of thecurrency. The enemies of this measure 
have denounced it asascheme to pro:trate the 
banks and the credit system; the demand of coin 
is ccnsidered a discrediting of paper issues, and 
the complete overthrow of the present order of 
things, and thence they have launched into a swol- 
Jen eulogium of. the glorious advantages of cre- 
dit. The error of honorable gentlemen consists in 
not discriminating between a standard of value, and 
currency and credit; every Governmentis bound to 
furnish its people with the former,and every Govern- 


: ment has performed that duty; but, as to credit and 


currency, these have, generally been left to those 
engaged in business; and itis now proposed that 
we shall not interfere with the relations of private 
individuals. If one man has earned more than he 
needs, the surplus is loaned to another, on whose 
industry and integrity he can depend. Money is 


`! lent and borrowed from a sense of mutual interest: 


in their stead men of more pliant and less scrupulous | 
character. This might happen under a Chief Ma- | 


gistrate who could have the folly to attempt astretch 
of authority, if we resolve to keep this Government 
and the banks anited. Would our situation be 
different, if this bill becomes a law? The officer in 
charge of the public property might be cajoled by 
his ruperior, or driven to a violation of his oath 
and his duty to the country; through him the Pre- 
sident could bribe dishonest politicians, or raise a 
secret army to war on the rights of his fellow-citi- 
zens, or use the nation’s money to gratify still 
lower propensities. Thus in either case, whether 


banks or individuals be the depositaries, the Pre- | 


sident will have an indirect control of the public 
money, so long as the power of removal from 
office is admitted, so long as subordinates must de- 
pend on the smiles and favor of the Chief Magis- 


this has been the case from the time of Adam, and 
will continue to the end of the world. Is there any 
thing in this bill to discourage men from using their 
own property, or making such contracts as their 
interests may dictate? Is there a clause prohibiting 
individuals or corporations from loaning and bor- 
rowing money, or receiving the promissory notes 
of whomsoever they may be willing to trust? The 
Federal Government is forbidden to treat paper as 
money, not for the purpose of dishonoring that 
which circulates, but because it should not discri- 
minate between its citizens, by using the promissory 
note of one and refusing that of another, and be- 
cause the interests of the whole society will be pro- 
moted by adopting a new policy. Sound credit is 
a powerful agent in the production of wealth, and 
the advancement of individual happiness; but gen- 
tlemen are greatly mistaken in supposing that the 


trate. The most prominent measure of the late Ad- | | extravagances and corruptions of the banking sys- 


the | 
the Treasury himself tecome | 
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tem, have pushed this country so rapidly in the ca. 
reer of national prosperity. The fertility of a vir. 
gin soil, hitherto untouched by the ploughshare. 
the enterprising spirit of our people, which no diffi- 
culties can subdue—and the unfettered liberty en- 
joyed under our free institutions—have caused the 
wonderful development of the resources of this 
highly favored land. But, sir, let us take a view of 
the practical operation of this measure. One mem- 
ber declaims loudly on the benign effects of paper: 
another theorizes on the benefits to be derived from’ 
gold and silver. I shall endeavor to discover the 
real influence of this bill on the business of the 
country and the character of our institutions. 

If the coin paid to the Government be hoarded 
up, great distress would certainly be produced 


: through all classes of the community; but it is 
` levied for the purpose of being used, it comes from 
: the pockets of the people into the Treasury, and it 
| will go to the public creditor to defray the ex- 


penses of Government. The head of a family may 


: spend thousands of dollars, and yet rarely have, at 


the same time, more than a few hundreds; his af- 
fairs are so managed that his expenditure keeps 
pace with his income, care being taken to provide 
for any contingency that may reasonably happen. 
Thus itis with the Federal Government; its reve- 
nue is constantly accruing, and passing away ina 
similar manner, unless an Administration should 
have the madness to collect more than is wanted 
for necessary purposes. It is impossible, however, 
to expect an exact correspondence between receipts 
and expenditures; one or two millions are required 
for the mint, and allowance must be made for. 
casualties, so that the Treasury will always have a 
considerable sum above its immediate liabilities.. 
Persons well acquainted with the details of finance 
(and the calculation is easily made) have supposed 
that five millions of dollars would be the amount 
usually in the hands of public officers: whatever 
may be the annual income, this will be the extent 
of the demand for Government, and the remainder 
willgo into circulation, or return to the coffers from 
which it came. When the system becomes estas. 
blished, its operations would be regular, and banks, 
merchants, and men of business, will conduet their af- 
fairs accordingly; the dealer in money willsoon learn 
to foresee the amount of specie that may be called 
for, as also that which will assuredly come back 
to his vault by the course of trade, and thence.may 
be known his ability to accommodate customers 
and borrowers. It is probable that the sum above; 
mentioned must be supplied by the banks, and they 
should be prepared for this additional demand for 
the precious metals. By the last report these insti- 
tutions had thirty-three millions of dollars in coin, 
and upwards of four hundred millions in’ debts, 
whilst they owed much more than one hundred 
millions to the community. Can it be possible 
that corporations so rich, and having such entire 
control of the business of the country, are unable 
to redeem five millions of their own notes? Or is it 
reasonable to suppose that their usefulness would 
be destroyed by the refusal of the Government to 
use their paper? Sir, these professed friends of the 
banks are their worst enemies; they have done 
more injury to paper curreney by prating abeut its 
weakness, and dragging the subject into politics, 
than the most frantic bullionist could effect by. ar- 
gument. I think better of these institutions than 
‘their political allies. I believe that they aré per- 
fectly able to answer the call made by this bill, and 
if they are not, they would soon fall without the 
he'p of external violence. Butit is said that if the 
Government refuses paper, the people will follew 
its example, and ia the general distrust, nothing 
but coin will be received with satisfaction. This 
result is not probable; so long as paper is conve- 
nient for commerce, and so long as it is re- 
deemed promptly by those who issue it, 
the thunder of Washington will be felt no 
more than a popish bull. The greater governs 
the less, and the hundreds of millions used 
in the business of this vast and enterprising country 
cannot yield to the small dealings of the Govern- 
ment; the thousands who threng the avenues of 
commerce, and congregate in the busy marts, will 
consult their own interests and convenience, and 
not the wishes of politicians. General Jackson 
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and his party were charged with endeavoring to de- 
stroy the late National Bank; and yet it became 
stronger among ‘he merchan’s and traders, b-cauve 
they believed i: to be sound; usefulness and safety, 
being the tests which govern ihe opinions of pru- 
dent and practical men. A few years ago the State 
of North Carolina forbade its officers to receive 


notes under five dollars, and made their circulation | 


penal, and yet they came from the adjoining States, 
temporary convenience triumphing over principle. 
Gentlemen need not fear that confidence wi:l be 
destreyed; the danger to be apprehended is too lit- 
tle suspicion, too much dependence on the honesty 
and iotelhgence of the mony dealers. The office 
of carrency is to present a uniform standard of va- 
lue, and furnish the means by which commodities 


may be exchanged and contracts regulated; in this | 


country itis mixed, composed of coin and paper, 
the last greatly predonderating. The relations of 
business demand, and will Have, a sufficiency of 
this circulating medium; the refusal of paper by 
Government will alter the proportions heretofore 
existing; there will be more specie and less paper; 
more of the substantial, aad not quite so much of 


the convenient; more strength, and a little less ac- 


tivity. 

When the public funds consisted of promissory 
notes, and were deposited in banks, they formed the 
basis of new loans, and in some cases were used as 
capital, though ia reality they were the simple ob- 
ligations of these institutions themselves. If, in- 
stead of having this deposite, they be called on tu 
redeem five millions of previous promises, it is not 
astonishing that al] interested in large issues should 


be violently opposed to this bill. According to | 


safe practice, a banker can lend in paper three 
times more than he has in coin; and if he lose the 
advantage of the Federal revenue, his circulation 
will be curtailed probably to the amount of twenty 
millions of dollars. This result may be unpalata- 
ble to the receivers of dividends, and to those whose 
prospect of wealth is dependent on heavy loans and 
endless credit; bat in placing a moderate and whole- 
seme check on the manufacture of paper, this bill 
confers a great benefit on the people, who are deep- 
ly concerned in the maintenance of a sound and 
steady currency. f 
The history of banking shows a constant prone- 
ness to overaction; the anxiety of the stockholder to 
make large profits, and the greediness of the bor- 
rower, who too often isa mere speculator, seduce 
all parties beyond the limits of pradence. The for- 
mer thinks that the demand for his notes is caused 
by the business of the country, and the latter ima- 
gines the supply to proceed from real, active ca- 
pital. This may be true to a certain extent; but as 
paper increases, tbe. price of property rises, and, 
reacting on the banks, induces greater expansion. 
These alternate influences continue to operate, un- 
til the condition of things is entirely artificial, the 
trading men being deeply indebted to the banks, 
and these utterly unable to redeem their obligations. 
While the flood is going on, it iseasy and agreeable 
to glide in the current. High wages, high prices, 
and plenty of money, make us rejoice in the pros- 
perity of the country; but when there is a reflax of 
the tide, and debtors are called on to pay, unre- 
warded labor, the sacrifice of property, and “hard 
times,” mark the period of contraction. Self-inte- 
rest is the gaide and counsellor of these trading 
companies. The object of the capitalist is not to 
farnish a good currency to the people, but to make 
a profitable investment of his money. If it be ad- 
vantageous to extend the business, it is done without 
caring for the soundness of the circulating mediam; 
and if it be necessary to.“‘stop accommodations,” the 
decree gees forth amidst the groans and sorrows of a 
ruined community. In many cases, cunning and un- 
scrupulous men creep into the command of thece 
institations; they act for the benefit of themselves, 
their friends, and confederates, regarding neither 
the interests of stockholders, nor the wel‘are of the 
country. Such persons are worthy of the gallows. 
But ifthe managers of the system be honest, and 
disposed to do their duty, how can they avoid the 
riodieal crises under which we. suffer? Where 
is the index to point out the ‘limit of issues, beyond 
which it were unsafe to ge? Who can tell when 
the demand for paper ceases to be nataral, and the 
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cravings of a morbid appetite begin to operate? 
It is said that the foreign exchange is the test; that, 
if specie be exported, the currency is redundant 
and should be contracted. This is a remarkable 
principle; the evil has occurred, and the community 


is injured, though the banker may moderate the | 


mischief by listening to the warning received from 


currency. Should it happen, however, as is the 
case in England, that the foreign nation, with 
which we have dealings, has also expanded her 
circulating medium, the state of exchanges will not 
indicate the disease; or if we borrow large sums of 
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tory when the banks are retracing their hasty steps? 
when the price of all articles is brought downs 
when labor is a'most worthless, when the debor is 
pressed to the earth, and one universal cry of dis- 
tress pervades the land? Between the years of 1816 
and 1821, during the existence of the late National 


€ | Bank, fifty millions of paper were drawn from cir- 
countries across the water, that have a sounder 


money from European capitalists, the testis com- . 


pletely destroyed ; indeed the rate of exchange 
would be in our favor, and yet we might be gasping 
from a plethora of paper. Sir, solong as companies, 
organized for private purposes, and pursuing pri- 
vate objects, have the entire control of the cur- 
rency, and are assisted by the funds and power of 
the Government, so long will the standard of value 
be rendered uncertain, the condition of our citizens 


culation; previous expansions had created the hea- 


: ven in which gentlemen delight, but the tanks 


fluctuating, and their best interests placed in con- | 


stant jeopardy, It is ridiculous to ask a remedy of `i 


those who are thinking only of themselves; these - 


corporations have received their privileges from Go- 
vernment, and all that is now asked is to di- 
minish, in a slight degree, the dangerous monopo- 
ly. The refusal of paper at the custom-bouse and 


land office will remind the banker that he is liable | 


for the payment of his notes; he will be called on 
daily for the précious metals, and he will become 
more scrupulous in the use of his credit. I am not 
sanguine in the hope that this measure will pro- 
duce a complete reform; it will certainly abate the 
the evil, and the Federal Government has not au- 
thority to do more. If these abuses continue to af- 


flict the country, the power of the States must be | 


invoked for a correction. 


A learned member fiom Massachusetts [Mr. 2 


CusniNa] seems to think that the prosperity of a 
country is commensurate with the quantity of its 
circulating medium. If the currency be some- 
thing valuable, its increase is undoubtedly 
an evidence of industry and enterprise, but 


as a means to effectuate a particular pur- 
pose, as a measure of value and exchange, its 
excellence depends on its efficiency for the de- 
sired object, 
may be useful and profitable; but if another be 
constructed, though the former could convey all 
the passenger:, and transport all the merchandise 
that was to be carried, ata fair pr'ce, the usefulzess 
of both would be diminished, and a portion cf the 
expenditare would be aloss tothe community. If 
fifty millions of dollars be able to keep in motion 
the plough, the ship, and-the shuttle, and per- 
form the contracts of trade, what good could -be 
obtained by doubling this sam? Money would te 
depreciated, and all kinds of property would rise 
in the market; corn might be sold for six dollars 


A railway between two large cities | 


| considered as a mere instrument of commerce, | 


| Own corporations! 


were forced to call on their debtors in order to sus- 
tain their own credit, and thence began the fall of 
prices, the destruction of property, and the derange- 
ment of business, so well known to those acquaint- 
ed with commercial affairs. Since that time, simi- 
lar events have occarred, though not of a character 
so disastrous; and now we are in the midst of a 
paper revolution, unequalled for its extent and ap- 
palling consequences, crushing the merchants, em- 
barrassing the artisan, and depriving the laborer of 
the common necessaries of life. Can these fluctu- 
ations benefit any class of the pcople, or advance 
any species of industry? If we are pushed forward 
by expansion, we are dranged farther back than 
our old position by contraction. This country 
does not need an artificial stimulus—the spirit of 


_ our people is not broken by the despol’s frown; the 
' reward of industry is tempting beyond example; 


the field for enterprise is rich and varied; the fear 
is that we may advance too rapidly, that our 
strength will not be equal to our growth, and that 


: we may be wanting in those great qualities of vir- 
' tue, stability and moral exce'lence, which elevate 
: and adorn a nation. 


instead of three, but the farmer would pay in the | 


same proportion for land and labor, for the com- 
forts and luxuries of life, and for the education of 
his children. In a country where improvement is 


constantly going on, where new lands are opening, . 


where cities are building, andthe mecanic arts are 
rapidiy approaching perfection, there must be a 


gradual increase of the currency, but it should be | 


according to the wants of business not the caprice 
and selfishness of individuals. Gent emen need 


Some gentlemen have been seized with a won- 
derful regard for the institutions of the States; lips 
which have poured forth scorn and derision upon 
the doctrine of State rights, have lately used most 
honeyed phrases, and invoked the South to inter- 
fere and reject a measure that will destroy their 
local banks. Sir, the real object of this pretended 
sympathy isto play on the leelings of honorable 
members, and use them to advance a measure con- 
demned by our constituents, and utterly repugnant 
to their interests; the hope is to destroy this bill, 
and establish a great National Bank, which is so 
friendly to the States and so little hostile to their 
Let us compare the effect of 
such an institution with that of the Independent 
Treasury. According to the act of 1816, the ofti- 
cers of the revenue received the notes of any bank 
which paid specie at the place of reception, or the 
notes of the National Bank payable any where. 
If the collector at Charleston took the paper of a 
local bank, it was deposited in the branch of the 
national institution, whese manager immediately 
demanded payment, which was effected by means 
of specie or a diaft on Europe. This Government 


„would not touch the notes of State banks, except 
for a moment, to suit ihe temporary convenience 


of the citizen, but it gave strength and circulation 
to the issues of the great mammoth. How thencan 


i| the passage of this bill injure the State corpora- 


tions? Under no circumstances can.théy be bene- 
fited by the receipt and disbursement of the Federal 
revenue. In addition to this, the paper of a Nä- 
tional Bank would find its way to the channels 
now occupied by that of the local institutions hav- 
ing the advantages which would be conferred by 
law, and the credit which would be given by the 
countenance of Government, it would be a favo- 


: Tite with the pablic, and perform much of the duty 
- now devolved o% its rivals, and of course reap the 


not fear a deficiency; if trade te left. to itself, if 
bankers be put ın the same fcoting with other in- |: 
dustrious classes, if credit be free as the air of hea- | 
ven, the circulating medium will be adapted to the ` 
capabilities of the country, to its varied industry, ` 


and gigantic enterprises. 

Honorable members are addicted to being eloquent 
when speaking of the happy effects of a swollen 
currency. The poor young man, starling into life 
with no capital but his moral qualities, the hidden 
resources or the country bronght to light and mi- 


bistering to our greatness, the high wages which | 


carry solace to the wearied laborer and his humble 
family, are topics on which they disport in their 
peculiar strain of declamation. Why will they 
not sometimes view the dark side of the picture? 
Why will they not notice those periods of our his- 


', of the people. 


best of the harvest. The friends of the National 
Bank are therefore the enemies of the State corpo- 
rations, the refusa, of paper in this bill will be a 
wholesome check on its issue, but we do not also 
present a competitor in the market for the business 


Mr. Chairman, one of the strongest arguments 


‘in favor of this measure,.is its tendency to intro- 
| duce stricter habitsof economy, andto make the 
| people understand any malversation. which may 
| occur in the conduct of their affairs. 


In 1824 and 
1828, under the pretence of collecting revenue, 
laws were passed imposing heavy taxeson the 
people of this country, for the purpose of pro- 
tecting domestic manufactures. I shall not descant 
on the subject, but will merely remark that these 
enactments were considered unjust and oppressive 
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by those whe did not participate in the bounties 


granted; they were contrary to those modern prin- 
ciples of philosophy, which teach that commerce 


should be tree and industry unrestricted; they were |; 
in violation of the spirit of ihe Constitution, which | 


forbids that the Government should be prostituted 
to the interests of a paritcalar class or section of 
this wide spread confederacy. Under their opera- 
tion, large sums of money were collected from the 
people, which were not necessary for the public 
service; in ashort time the national debt was liqui- 
dated, as if the present geaeration alone should 

y the price of our liberties, and the most ridicu- 
ous, expensive, and unconstitutional schemes 
were projected to absorb the revenue, and yet there 
was a surplus in the Treasury of forty millions of 
dollars. Sir, does the history of Engand or France, 
or even Turkey, exhibit a policy so unjust and 
foolish? Monarchs have taken the property of 
their subjects to carry on war, by which their am- 
bition might be gratified, their territories increased, 
and their families enriched; but in this Republic, esta- 
blished for the benefit of the whole people, whose an- 
cestors refused to pay King George a small tribute, 
we have an instan-e of levying more taxes than 
are wanted, or could be wisely spent! This fund 
was deposited in the banks, which loaned it out to 
the real owners at an interest of six per cent. and 
kept them from feeling the burden that had been 
imposed; but finally, the authors of this miserable 
system of duplicity and plunder, to conceal the 
enormity of their conduct, proposed that these mil- 
lions of dollars should be distributed among the 
States. Thus trading politicians, combined with 
the representatives of selfish and grasping interests, 
passed laws for the benefit of the few, at the er- 
pense of the many, and, when the result of the p>- 
liey began to be manifest, a canning scheme is de- 
vised to blind the eyes of the country, by returning 
the money which bad been improperly se'zed, and 
by endeavoring to have it believed that this Go- 
vernment was a paternal benefactor. Sir, do you 
think that the juggling conspirators could have con- 
summated the pian of deception, if the revenue hai 
been paid in gold and silver, and been kept by the 
public officers? If forty millions of coin had been 


accumulated ia the Treasury, every branch of in- ; 


dustry wou'd have suffered so intensely that the 
people would have seen the real nature of these hy- 
ritical enactments, and with one voice, from 
aine to Louisiana, demanded a repeal. Such is 
the beautiful operation of this measure, that the 
Government and banks are made to exert on each 
other an indirect but wholesome infiuence; the de- 
mand for specie will tend to keep the issues of pa- 
per within proper limits, and unjust or improvident 
legislation will receive a sure check from its bear- 
ing on the moneyed interests of the people. 
Mr. Chairman, I have been amused at the vari- 
ous and contradictery objection which have been 


made to the passage of this bill. One member ; 
tells us that most of the coin will be collected at | 


New York, and it must be transferred to different 
places where it may be wanted by the Government, 
and thence it will return by the course cf trade to 
‘the city fiom which it came; he concludes there- 
fore, that specie will be travelling about the coun- 
try, and keeping commercial affairs in consiant 
agitation, as if drafts, payable at the depositary in 
New York, and sent to St. Louis, for instance, 
would not be readily cashed by merchants or 
bankers of that city, who s'and in need of Eastein 
unds, and thus prevent the movement of a single 
dollar. Another member opines that a great bank 
is to be erected, where all the specie of the country 
will be hoarded, and paper will be issaed to take the 
place of oar present curreney, as if this bill coun- 
tenances or approves of any scuh project, or does 
not con‘ain provisions, which a fair and honorable 
statesman would consider utterly hostile to the 
life of a monster so obnoxious. A third gentleman 
is staffed by his eaders with both these ideas; and 
not perceiving their inconstency, he pours them 


forth with all the gravity of conviction, and con- ; 
gratalat-s himsef with having dealt a heavy blew | 


onthe Independent Treasury and its sapporters, 
when his simplicity has only excited their pity or 
_laoghter. Sir, honorable members are compelled 
to resort to their old tactics; overthrown in argu- 
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meat, they create men of straw of vast dimensions, 
and bad propensities, against whom they war most 
lustily, or charges of corruption and imbecility 
are made against the Administration, which finally 
sinks into the awful crimes of buying a few flowers, 
or eating with a silver spooa, or using a cambric 


desire is to establish a National Bank. 


The beaaties of such an institution have been . 
often portrayed to this House, and to the country. ` 


A circulating medium at par throughout the Union 
—domestic exchanges regular, and at a small charge 
—the State banks compelled to redeem their issues 


| —these are the boasted blessings to be conferred by 


a National Bank! Itis certainly convenient for 
travellers to have a paper currency, that will b` re- 
ceived in all the States; but they constitute an er- 
ceedingly small part of the community, apd the 
trouble of taking a few gold pieces would save 
them from the loss and annoyance of using the 
notes of local corporations. This advantage is 
also counterbalanced by another consideration; it 
is not the ability of a National Bank, or the skill 
with which it might be managed, that gives a gene- 
ral currency’to its bills, but the Federal Govern- 
ment receives them in payment of dues, and thus 
gives them credit in sections far distant from the 
place of redemption. Were the ngte of any bank 
or an individual stamped with sek an authority, 
it also would go every where and be eagerly sought 
after; the granting of this favor to a special associ- 
ation is a great monopoly, and can only be justified 
by the overruling law of necessity. 


Exchange between two points depends on the | 


business of commerce, on the productions sold and 
the merchandise purchased, and on the relations 


' subsisting between them as debtor and creditor. 


Natural causes, therefore, govern exchange, and if 
there be no tampering, no interference by the Le- 


gislature, it will always be on a proper footing; no - 


body complains of exchange between New York 
and Liverpool, and merchants would think it ridi- 
culous to speak of regulating it by a bank; for it is 


rarely much above or below the par standard. If . 


a trader in New Orleans had one thousand dollars 
to pay a debt in Philadelphia, and a draft could not 
be bought on fair terms, he could transport the mo- 
ney by water, at the small expense of one or two 
per cent. This is done in all parts of the world, 
and where is the need of an artificial raler, who 
will always have private interests in view, and se- 
cret objects to attain? When gentlemen talk on 
this subject, they should distinguish between the ex- 
change of equal values, and the exchange of banir- 
er’spaper. There is no difficulty about the first; and 
as to the various depreciations of the last, these 
must be corrected by ceasing to sereen them from 


an honest community. 
But, sir, we are told that a corporation of large 
capital, chartered by this Government, and sus- 


: tained by its revenues, would furnish a paper me- . 


dium equivalent to specie, would contro! the issues 
of State banks, and prevent those expansions and 
contractions of the currency that so often convulse 
the country. I grant that the powers of such an 
institation, wielded with prudence, wisdom, and pa- 


trictism, would produce a happy effect; and, if | 
such qualites were often found among men, the | 


Siale corporations themselves would not require a 


_ master, but would perform their duties faithfully. 


What reason have we to think, however, that more 
virtue, good sense, and love of country, will be 
found in the managers of a National Bank, than in 


: those of the State institutions? Will not the offi- 
| ces of each be distributed by intrigne and favorit- 
i ism? Will not all be equally desirous of large di- 


vidends? Wiilnot all be closely importaned by 
needy borrowers and restless speculators? Where 


is the test of sound operations that will be accessi- | 


ble to the one and not to the other? Why should 
the President of the great company heed the signs 
of a coming storm, and prepare for its fary, more 
readily than his humble and weaker brethren? Sir, 
the truth is manifest, that the same tendency to 


.of its friends, and the scorn of its enemies. 


' population. 


' parts of the trading world. It 


: kers of New York or Philadelphia. 
' would be united the money dealer, and the local 
‘partisan; profit would be the first object, and ‘the 
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overaction pervades the whole system—'he same 


liability to err, and the same want of means to 
avoid the fatal consequences of mismanagement, 
Great Britain bas a National Bank of im- 


` mense resources; and yet, from 1797 to 1823, 
i that 
handkerchief. The object of this virulent slander | 
and pretty persecution, is to divert the public mind | 
from the real issue, to keep the people from con- | 
sidering the great questions which they are called ' 
to decide, and slyly elevate a party whose heart’s |; 


corporation could not redeem its own 
notes. Within the last twelve months, it has been 
on the verge of suspension, having been saved by 
borrowing millions from France; and so far from 
controlling the small banks, her directors have 
charged the late disasters on those companies. Be- 
held, too, the Bank of the United States, that haa 
attracted so much attention during the last few 
years! Was the paper currency sound, stable, and 
worthy of confidence, from 1816 to 1821? Have 
there been no sudden expansions and contractions, 
at one time maddening the public mind with the 
exciting stimulus, and at another destroying the 
hopes and blighting the prospects which a selfish 
policy had caused to, spring forth? Let the mer- 
chant, let the honest citizen, answer at the bar of 
his country. Where now is this great institution, 
the model of finance, the cynosure of all eyes, the 
everlasting topic of eloquence and declamation? 
Almost ina state of hopeless bankruptcy, the pity 
Ought 
this to have been its condition at the end of a jong 
career, if there be so much magic, so great safety 
and excellence in a National institution? Where 
was the skill and wisdom of its directory, the saga- 
city which could penetrate into the future? where 
the lofty bearing of strength and confidence? Sir, 


. have they passed away in the energy that marked 
' the progress of a bold and violent warfare? 


Whatever force may be in the statements of 


' honorable gentlemen‘as to the usefulness of their 


favorite measure, is weakened by the fear that its 
privileges might be exerted to the detriment of the 
country. We have a diversity of climate, soil, and 
One State is agricultural, another ma- 
nuofaciuring, a third commercial, or there may be 
rivals in the same pursuit. And is there no danger 
that an institution of great power might be prosti- 
tuted to sectional purposes? A charter granted 
to-morrow would aggregate ital from all 
would soon 
belong to foreigners and vagrant natives, and it 
would be controlled by a few merchants and bro- 
In these men 


aggrandisement of their city or section the next 
consideration. Would they care for the well-being 
ofa distant community, if it came in conflict with 
their own interests? Would an appeal from those with 


: whom they have no sympathies of feeling reach their 


hearts and influence their conduct? Cold and cal- 
culating, they might sweep from existence thé State ` 


' banks, established to foster the dawning commerce 


of our ancient sovereignties, and create a depend- 


: ence on themselves throughout this extensive em- 
the penalties of the law, and by the stern sense of 


pire. They might concentrate the trade of thecoun- 
try, at particular points, when the wishes and well- 
fare of those whose industry has brought it into ex- 
istence, would give it another direction. Sir, caní 
vote to place the happiness and the prosperity of my 
constituents at the command of strangers, who know 
them not? Can I give to a few bankers the control 
of their commerce, and the regulation of their indus- 
try? Should I become the servile instrument of 
cunning politicians, who, having national words on 
their lips, are entirely governed by local feelings, 
and assist in sacrificing my own home and my own 
friends, to pamper the pride and increase the weal:h 
of the people of other sections? No, sir, let this Go- 
vernment be separated from all banks, let it raise 
aloft the standard of the Constimtion as the guide 
of the country and the protector of the people; let it 
warn men of business from the shoals and quick- 
sands, hid under the smooth current of unsound 
credit; let it be the signal of safety in the hour of 
distress, the solid bulwark of national honor amid t 
the rage of disastrous speculation and the petty 
tricks of temporary expediency! The enemies 
of this grea: doctrine have endeavored to 
degrade it into a mercenary scheme for the 
benefit of the public officers. This view is more 
consistent with the narrowness of their own minds 
and the bitterness of political feeling, than the im- 
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portant consequences that will flow from its adop- 
tion, either to the advantage or the injury of our 
descendants. My own opinion is, that the connec- 
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{0 every occupation. If bank paper be useful, it will continue 

the service of the country; if it be a curse, time will moderate 
the evil, until a subsutute can be prepared. -But let the Federal 
Goverment desist from granting special favors, or conferring 


tion which bas existed between the Government and ` | extraordinary privileges on any class ofthe people. Wherever 


the moneyed class of our citizns, was corruplive of "| the invariable resul: has been to oppress the great mass, and 


i 


both. Itdid not advance the permanent interests 
of society, and, if prolonged, might so change the 
character of our institations, as to render profitless 
the blood and treasure that were expended in their 
establishment. This subject has caused all the 
sitife and tarmoil that have made the last eight 
years so memorable in our history. The party in 

wer tefased to recharter the late National Bank, 
whose stockholders immediately threw themselves 
into the arms of the Opposition, and the ques- 
tion became the prominent topic of political con- 
troversy. Generel Jackson was charged with de- 
signing to tamper with that institution; and he re- 
toried with accusing the Bank of using its funds in 
operating on the public mind. Members of Con- 
gress and men of influence received loans or high 
compensations for service, which were stigmatized 
as bribes and the varying state of the Bank’s dis- 
counts, was said to be withoat reference to the busi- 
ness of the country, and intet ded to produce panic 
and uneasiness thoughout the land. The removal 
of the deposites was proclaimed an act of tyranny, 
and defended as necessary to curb a bold and in- 


triguing corporation. The substitution of the 
State banks to keep the public money was hailed as a delive- 
rance’ white, the Opposition considered them mere poli- 
tical machines, brought upjto aid the policy of a corrupt 
Administratioa. Iknow nothing of the truth of these charges 
and criminatiens, though to this day they are believed by 
thoasands of honest and intelligent citizens. The secret do- 
ings of gfactions, and the, private arrangements of public 
men can never be fully understood; but jn matters of this 
kind a well grounded suspicion is sufficient for an ar- 
gument, and patriotism bids us to be ever watchful in 
«aarding the purity of our noble institutions. An associa- 
ten of capitalists prays for the grant of extraordinary privile- 
goa, even the power of controlling the commerce, regulating 
the industry, and yalatng the property of fifteen millions of 
people. This is refused; and it is unreasonable to- suppose 
that these men would use uncommon efforts to attain their 
objec? Would they scrupie to form an alliance with 
needy politicians, that were in search of new weapons to at- 
tack their adversaries? Would they hesitate to work zealously 
in the cause of a party, whose elevation will redound to 
therr awn personal advantage? Or, let us suppose that an 
ambitious Executive shall unite with the moneyed power 
for mutual assistance, the one using the influence of sta- 
tion to obtain for his ally a valuable monopoly, and the 
other endeavoring to wrest from the people obedience to 
a tyrannical chief, by adroit!y operating on their business 
and affocting their miary condition. If a Presi- 
dent, endeared to the people by his eminent quaiities, 
and sustained by the patronage of the Government, found 
át difficult to withstand a wealthy corporation, is it not to be 
feared thata coalition ofthe political and moneyed influences of 
the country would be perfectly irresietible?. No one sup 
that a direct assault would be made on public liberty. tor we 
are not prepared to bend the knee toa magter, but the offices of 
ake country would be used to oT the ambition of corrupt 
politicians, and its legislation would be directed according to 
theselfish purposes è individais, and not for the glory and wel. 
fare of the whole people. Should this bill become a iaw, and 
the declaration gp forth that privileges and immunities be ne 
longor con on private associations, our politicians will 
not be tempted from the path of duty by the hope of makin 
‘selfish partisans, and no class in our extensive country wil 
have its feelings and opinions of public affairs affected by other 
considerations than those of enlarged patriotism. . i 
Honorable gentlemen have spoken strongly of the injury in- 
flicted on all branches of iadustry by the strife which we have 
witnessed during the last eight years. They have been pleased 
to say that the “war on the currency” has deranged business, 
destroyed confidence, and wasted the means of the people; and 
they conclude that nothing but a return to the old paths will 
dnsure mafety to trade, stability to agriculture, and wages to the 
honest laborer. Sir, I drawa different moral from the past; it 
teaches that a barrier should be raised between politicians and 
that no future opportunity should be given for agitat- 
ing the country, and mizing private affairs with. the. intrigues 
of polities. What careth Jew for the criesof his victim, if 
he obtain the “pound of flesh? When did the spirit of party 
lieten to the suggestions uf reason? The ignorant and bigoted 
isan will use any 
iotism hasno abiding place in his heart—the sentiment of 
hoaor is buried in the desire of sugceas—nothing too low or con- 
temptible for his alhadce—nothing so sacred as to escape pol- 
lution—ay, he weuld sacrifice- the honor of his father, 
and the fame of his mother, to ‘gain a miserable triumph. 
It is wise, then, to separate the Government frem the. business 
of the people. if gentlemen succeed. and renew the connec- 
tion, the struggle will be continued by those whe honestly en- 
tertain the principles we advocate; and the mere Swiss, who 
fight for bread and popularity, will ever be ready to keep 1 
strife and turmoil. Is it not best, then, for the agriculturist, the 
Merchant, the mechanic, and the laborer, te have peace and 
Certainty? the dewa of heaven will fall, and the grain wilt spring 
forth under the industry of man—economy, skili, and ingenuity 
will pueh to supremacy our infant man ufaciures—enterprise 
will spread over every ocean our glorious banner, and all that 
is necessary, is protection from the Government. l 
Every man knows what he can do, what are his means, and 
what his-capacity; the eagerness for improving his condition 
will stimulate him to great efforts; the resources of the coun- 
will be developed, and its wants supplied by the good sense 
the people, if they bė left te themselves. Freedom is the 
lifeblood ofour institutione: let it be extended to all things and 


a 


Weapon to everthrow an opponent—pa. | 


mn 


` is sompese 


_ always be an effurtto use it for 
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this has occurred, under whatever pretence-rulers have acted. 


ultimately to diminish the strength and wealth of the country. 
Great Britain prohibits the entry of foreign corn, until the do- 
mestic article rises to a high price, and thousands of the poor 
rarely have their hunger satisfied. The excuse for such legisla- 
tion is most patriotic; but when it is remembered that Parliament 
of landholders, who must have large incomes 
to support them in luxury and extravagance, every sensi- 
ble man will behold a mean and sordid motive in English states- 
men. Inthe annals of Rome, we read of contests between the 
patricians and plebeians; and one would suppose that the latter 
designed to rob the tormer of their property; but modern histo- 
rians have discovered that the Senate wished to divide the na- 
tiuna! domain among its own members, and this was the origin 
of their intestine commotiens. Whether the Government be 
monarchical, aristocratical, or of any other form, there will 

paver purposes. The king 
will think of himself and family; the nobles will desire to per- 
petuate their authority; and the ambitious portion of a Republic 
will struggle to escape from an equality odious to their pride, 
and destructive to theit hopes of living without labor and at the 


expense of their neighbors. Sir, now isa propitious time for ; 


destroying this loathsome seed of discord; let u® send forth the 
declaration that no class of the ple, and no kind of industry, 
is to receive peculiar patronage from this Goverment; all should 
depend on their, own exertions, and every occupation should 
live or die, according to its fitness for the country, and the skill 
of those who pursne it, 
These arc the doctrines contained in the bill on your table— 
they are the doctrines of the Constitution—they are the bul- 
| warks of civil liberty; and without them, any form of Govern- 
' mert will becomea nuisance and a tyranny. And whilst we 
: are struggling in the glorious cause, wilt the people forget their 
faithfut friends, and desert their ancient principles? Can they 
be drawn off bya hue and cry about smalt faults, and permit an 
enemy, whom they have often conquered, to re-establish his 
power? Are low debauch and disgusting charlatanry to be 
subatituted, fur reagon and reflection? If so, we are unworthy 
ofthe blessings for which our fathers suffered, and we are pre- 
pared to be slaves. 
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IN SENATE, 
| , Tuorspay, June 25, 1840. 
Mr. ANDERSON addressed the Sepate as fol- 
lows: , a 
Mr. President: The bill upon yo 
on its final passage; and I rise, sir, 


table is now 
ith very great 


reluctance, to ask the indulgent attfntion of the Se- | 
nate, while I state, inthe briefest possible manner, | 


the reasons which wilfinduce me 
against it. There arẹ occasior 
may not be excused fpr his sil 
my duty, under the present 


o record my vote 


pubiidy, my 


testimony against this: dangerous and searching 


measure. ) 

- My distin ue, before the recom- 
mitment of the former b the occasion, then, 
to e his entire robation of the adoption 


opinions of the 
of the passage of a rupt law. It may well be 
supposed, therefore, that at the moment when such 


| a mighty power is about to be brought into ex- 


| -istence, in a crisis of such peculiar character as that 
- whieh now pervades this country, I should feel the 
deepest anxiety for the result, which may, perhaps, 
fall most unwelcomely, and unexpectedly, upon my 
constituents. 
This bill provides that all persons may become 
bankrupts at their election, upon petition, verified by 
oath, and stating their inability to pay their debts; 
and that a certain other class, including the mer- 
chants, shall be liable to be made bankrupts, under 
particular ano pap rn It has been 
_partially modified with a view to protect the interests 
of the creditor, by amendments offered by my. dis- 
tinguished friend [Mr. Wrienr] from New York. 
Several itions. which he made, intended to ef- 
fect this object toa greater extent, I regret to say 
it was the pleasure of the Senate, by very small ma- 
jorities, toreject. I voted for most of them, in or- 
der to make this bill less exceptionable than I be- 


“lieved it to be, as originally reported by the select 
committee. Still,sir, I look upon itasa measure 
teeming with mischiefs of no ordinary character, to 
thehighest welfare of the Republic. 
I shalinot now advert to the constitutional ques- 
- tions which this bill involves. They have alread 
been fully and ably discussed by others, and I shal : 
therefore, call the attention-of the Senate to the expe- 
diency and probable resultsof thismeasure. Icon- 
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, Sir, when a man | 


` -State which I have the hono¥in part to represent, | 
ii demands of me that I should bar, thus 


bal 
Senate. 


fess, sir, I cannot contemplate its passage, without 
the deepest solicitude for the interests and character 
of our common country. Without, as it seénis to 
me, sufficient evidence of public opinion, we are 
pushing it forward withan ardor, and a haste, for 
which we can offer no adequate justification. We 
have before usthe progress of more than fifty years 
of fruitful experience, and it is now nearly ‘forty 
since we dismissed from our statute book, with dis- 
gustand indignation, the trialof this system, whith 
was made in eighteen hundred. We had then a 
population of not much more than four millions of 
people, and the difference between that number and 
sixteen millions—between thirteen independent so- 
vereignties and twenty-six of greater magnitude— 
with our agriculture, commerce, and manufactures 
multiplied in a far higher proportion—with the piit- 
suits of men not only augmented, butin the general 
phic tie ten of every thing immensely diversified 
eyond any former example, has added much to the 
increased importance of the question under consi- 
deration, and, as Ithink, tothe doubtful character of 
its policy. Sir, in such circumstances, what are 
weabout to do? We seem apon the very verge of 
exercising a power which is destined to search this 
vast and extended population—to try its most vital 
interests—to take absolute and summary possession 
of the great relations of creditor and debtor~ 
to supersede, at a single step, long establish- 
ed opinions—to overlay the varied customs 
and Vegislation of twenty-six States, differing 
widely in their interests. ‘this is to be dome by 
one great, paramount, inflexible, and uniform law— 
a law which tramples beneath its foot the private 
rights of individuals, and the judicial power of the 
States, which interposes for relief, or remedy, be- 
tween the creditor and the debtor—a law which 
carries with it into twenty-six distinct and inde- 
pendent jurisdictions more than the power of the 
writ of summons, and more than the power of 
the writ of possession. Release is founded upon tlie 
oath, and fraud legally presumed at the will of the 
applicant. The housé and the lands of the citizen 
are to be taken without notice or preparation. The 
whole system of things is to be changed by the 
single move of the creditor or debtor. In a con: 
tradictory spirit of concession, you give to the 
most wicked of either class the right to destroy 
others, and compel, by your policy, the more virtuous 
to enter into the competition. Accidents and 
oaths, under this law, may accomplish either end, 
and it offers the singular spectacle of granting the 
immunities of voluntary bankruptcy to all, upon 
the condition that the creditors may make a par» 
ticular class of debtors liable to their ¢ompiilsory 
proces, Thus the catastrophe of bankruptey is to 
e completed, where undisturbed industry, prudence, 
integrity, and lalent, might relieve the incumbent, 
without the odium of the injury forever clinging 
tohis name, and rankling in his heart. ; 
If the proposition were now made for the first 
time, to grant this power, I have no doubtit would 
be refused by a large majority of the Amerivan 
people. It hasan extent,as it stands in the Con- 
stitution, far beyond what could originally have 
been designed, and whch partly arises from the 
more fully developed, and better understood nattiré 
and construction of our peculiar Government. 
Hitherto the danger . has that of obtaining 
power by construction, but this is so broad ‘and so 
comprehensive, in its literal sense, that we find 
ourselves resorting to the expedient of reducing it by 
appealing to the standard of English authority. And, 
sir, there is nocountry in the World where its prac- 
tical influence would be so peculiarly felt as in 
-ours, both by the people and the Government, It 
would turn the fears and the hopes of the one to an 
entire concentration upon the other, and bring that 
other into the possession of astrength which would 
give ita consolidated mastery, ultimately, over all 
things, over men, and over States. In this may 
be found, in part, connected with other intrinsic ob- 
jections, the explanation why the exercise of the 
power was so long postpones, though pressed from 
seventeen hundred and ninety, annually, until 
eighteen hundred; and why it was afterwards so 
early discontinued, and has been since so steadily 
resisted, until at length, yielding under a succession 
of panics and disasters, the natural product of the 
vast bank power of the land, we seem aboutto re- 
enact this great statute sponge, to be applied, retro- 
actively, upon all the pecuniary responsibilities in 
the country. Sir, this ong postponement, the early 
repéal of Aes the resistance against its intro- 
duction since, present.to us, the ‘instructive 


portion of the history of this subject, and we ought 
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to regard it, until we shall be otherwise informed, 
as expressive of the deep sense of the American 
people in ravor of the policy of leaving the power 
entirely dormant in the General Government, and 
tobe supplied by the legislation of the States. 

The first blow which will be struck, I tear, wil 
fall heavily upon the moral feeling of society. 
will superinduce on the one side temptations to seek 


immediate relief by a single act of surrender, where | 
perseverance and skill would, in the course of afew | 
years, recover the unfortunate debtor from his em- | 


ssments. It is certainly true, that the very of- 
fer of legal relief, in the first moment of a public 
panic, is an invitation to cease to make efforts, and 


Ie | 


will practically be an extinguishment of all debts, | 


without a struggle to pay. 
bestows a power upon the creditor which it is illu- 
sory to suppose will not be often abused, and as otèn 
productive of the most mischievous results. The 
whole basis of the measure invites fraud on the one 
side, and suspicion on the other. You bring into 


On the other hand, it | 


active application two utterly antagonistical princi- ; 


ples—the newly awakened hore of the debtor to es- 
cape from responsibility, and the vigilance of the 


creditor to overtake the debtor for a delinquency, | 
which he may not disregard, for fear of leaving to |, 


him the ultimate advantage of the law upon his own 


: mischievous singly, because of the 


culiar friends? Sir, it is the embrace of death— 
death to credit—death to confidence; that confi- 
dence which procures rank and station tothe trader; 
which sustains him in many a sore and trying 
struggle; that confidence which, when every honest 
effort is e ded, would, u a surrender of his 
effects, discharge him from his liabilities; that con- 


fidence, above all, which reposes upon our justice | 


and our wisdom! 


Mr. President, this measure has, to my mind, 


the most peculiar aspect. It comes before us un- 
der the potent auspices of the most singular com- 
promise ever presented in legislative history. I 


repeat, it is no more or less than that the volun- ` 


tary bankrupt is to be allowed to escape from hi: 
creditor, upon condition that creditors may be a.” 
lowed to oppress a particular class of debters. The 
first would not be permitted, but it is the condi- 
tion of power to the latter; and, on the other hand, 
the latter is to be conceded on the ccndition of 
that special benefit to theformer. It seems to me, 
sir, that if either would be wrong, and publicly 
peculiar state 


l: of the country, that the two united will certainly 


terms. The main pillar of credit, that confidence | 
which is mutually inspired by integrity and by jus- | 


tice, will be struck down at a single blow. You de- 
Stroy, at once, al] mutuality of feeling, of torbear- 
ance, and of interest. No compositions will ever 
be proposed, and which might be effected at less ex- 
pense and less risk between the parties. It willbe a 
race of escape and pursuit, and in the present condi- 
tion of the country, we will confound the honest 
and persevering debtor, who would finally pay, 
with the man of desperate fortunes. We will 
make an indiscriminate sweep of the unfortunate 


| and when every other influence will have 


augment the measure of injury. I am unable to 
understand the 
other way. It has been contended that neither, 
alone, ought to be adopted; if so, a compromise 
by which both may be efficient, must therefore, i 
think, add a double force tothe objection that lies 
against this great experiment. 

Sir, I wouid address Senators, in the language 
of Mr. Burke, when he wrote to his constituents, 
with whom he had differed: “I would appeal 
from the opinions which you now have, to 


the opinions which you will have five years | 


hence.” From the present excitement, to the 


' practical results which we are now preparing, 


who yet bear themselves against the tide, with the :; 


bold and reckless speculators, who are already | 


ruined; and with this solitary act we will render 
memorable, in all time to come, the present epoch 
of our calamity, by a great legal catastrophe, 
fashioned with singular zeal, anxiety, and labor, 
trom our own hands. If it were possible to limit 
the effect of the bill before us, I am not prepared 
to say that it would be without a useful and happy 
influence upon the condition of society. But, sir, 
one of the very features which recommend it most 
strongly to the support of its warmest advocates, 
is, that it goes to the extent of every interest, and 
every class in the community, not by merely dis- 


charging the contracts of those who are hopeless | 


and remediless, but that the offer of emancipation 
from debt is universal. The practical effect of 
this, we know, will spread itse!f through all the 
relations of life, but the final end no man can 
tell. When you shall have broken up the moral 
bond of union which strengthens and protects the 
transactions of men, as much as law itself legalizes 
them, it is ee to estimate the consequences. 
I k not of solitary exceptions—the plundered, 
willing or unwilling, must struggle with the pfin- 
derers—the virtuous with the vicious—and the blow 
which fells to the earth your next neighbor, will 
carry with it another, and another, without being 
able to say who shall escape, and who shall be 
counted last. 

oat ne. let it be remembered, has been 
urged by an eloquent appeal to our sympathies; that 
he, whose head was bowed down, should be tified 
up; that the tears of his wife, and his innocent chil- 
dren, would be dried; that the wretched and forlorn 
should again take their place in sociegy. Sir, no 
man, I trust, feels more deeply for his fellow man 
than I do, or would go farther to relieve him under 
the pressure of distress. But, sir, does justice, does 
humanity require that we should save some by de- 
stroying others? That to dry tears, which alread 
flow, we should strike new Aonisiains from which 
they would be shed more abundantly? That we 
should multiply the unfortunate in order to relieve 
them? That weshould disregard the claims, the 
interests, and condition of the largest business class 
of men in the nation; and that, of all others, they 
should be made to feel that we legislate not for them, 
but for those who are already desperate? Is this 
fair? Is it just? Is it wise? Is it humane? Will you 
lay your hand most heavily upon the commercial 
community, under a mere suspicion that they may 
deal harshly with others, while your generosity is 
poured redundantly upon the head of the spe- 
culator? Is this, sir, the boasted love of that great 
interest? Is this the tender geo fea the mer- 
cantile class is to receive at the hands oftheir pe- 


assed 
away, except that experience which will then 
come home to the feeling and observation of all 
men! 

The policy of this measure may be partly esti- 
mated by the amount of debt which nists Ya the 
country, and upon a large portion of which it will 
be immediately directed. It is probably a fair cal- 
culation, that the mercantile debt owed by that por- 
tion of the country which is now within the range 
of the suspended banks, is equal to one hundred 
millions of dollars. Of this, 1 understand the com- 
putation for the city of New York alone to be up- 
wards of sixty millions. The remainder may be 
divided between Philadelphia and Baltimore. This 
debt is to be extinguished in two methods; by the 
voluntary act of the bankrupt, and by the compul- 
sory process which you give to the hand of the 
creditor. The contracts were made in a period of 
the highest prices and a swollen currency. That 
currency has been reduced by the curtailment of 


: the banks, and with their action has fallen the price 


o{ wages and of property. They were the prima 

causes of the first, as they have been of the Inst and 
although over one-half of the nation they are now 
suspended, and refusing to pay their own notes in 
specie, the utmost extent of their paper currency is 
not more than one hundred millions of dollars—not 
equal to the precious metals which they have 
driven into retreat. It is inthis state of things that 
you propose this measure of voluntary and compul- 
sory bankrup‘cy. And, sir, to whom have you 
given that power of coercion, upon mere petition, 
without being verified upon oath? without even 
the right of traversing the question of fraud by a 
trial by jury, until after the decree is entered up— 
until after the blow is struck? We most graciously 
propose to bestow it upon those very banks, as 
well as upon individuals—the banks, to whom 
we have been told, in this debate, that there 
is a sum of four hundred and sixty millions of 
dollars owed by the citizens of the United States. 
They are tobe brought into the great field of action, 
end tobecome the potent competitors in the general 
work of ruin and distress. Are we prepared for 
a scene like this? One vast scene of disaster, of 
which no mancan tell the end? One wide, deep, 
and lasting excitement. Sir, the country will 
stand aghast atthe practical march of this measure, 
with its train of clients, of debts, of agents, of 
assignees, of lawyers, of courts of powcr, and of 
patronage! And who will reap the harvest? Most 
surely, not the creditors! What is the experience 
of those who bore a partin the administration ofthe 
bankrupt act of eighteen hundred? I have before 
me the testimony of one whose talents and character 
entitle his opinions to the highest respect. I am not 
disposed to surrender a question of this magnitude 


hilosophy of this subject in any | 


tothe mere authority of names; but Mr. Tazewell ot 
Virginia delivered this testimony in the Senate, upon 
the debate on the bankrupt billin eighteen hundred 
and twenty-seven, and ke of that which he 
personally knew, and which no man will venture 
to controvert, and which I have no doubt, upon ex- 
amination, will be found to be sustained by the facts 
that transpired in almost every State of the Union. 
| I beg leave, sir, to read his statement. He says: 
“When the former bankrupt law wasin existence, 
he resided in a seaport town, and was engaged in al- 
most every caseof Bey that occurred during 
its operation; and he could assure the Senate that 
he never knew a solitary case, in which the creditor 
obtained one cent. The debtors had often large 
estates—ihere was a large amount of property some- 
where; but by the time ithad been filtered through 
the hands of the assignees, of the commissioners, 
and their deputies, and agents, and this, and that, 
and the c ther officer, appointed to act upon it, nota 
fraction was left for the creditor. The whole had 
beon absorbed in its progress.” And such, sir, 

I have no doubt, will be the progress of this measure, 

inthe contact and process of agents and of courts. 
There is another consideration connected with 

this subject, which, I think, is entitled to some 
weight, and oughttobe felt, at least by those who 
complain of the expenditures of this Government. 

The total sum which will, in all probability, be ex- 

tinguished, either by payment or discharge, cannot 

fall much shortof two hundred millions of dollars. 

The number of bankrupts will be, perhaps, not 

less than two hundred thousand. I have heard it 

estimated tobe much greater. Be thisas it may, it 
is very certainthat your courts, as at present con- 
stituted, cannot possibly execute the immense mass 
of business—the almost endless suits, in addition 
to the separate cases of bankru tey, which will be 
castuponthem. Itistruethatthis bill provides that 
they shallbe considered asalways open to applic 
tions underthe act,but their number is too few to 
' enablethem togo through buta small portion ofthe 
| causes, You will be compelled to increase the 
| numberof your judges, and subdivide your present 
| districts, or to create a special set of commissioners, 
| for the sole purpose of executing this law. Let 
those whoare the special friends of this measure, be 
| prepared totake also this abet patah It will be 
‘ound to be one of noinconsiderable magnitude. 

! | The period now fixed, at which it is to take effect, 
is the first of February next. Why not then post- 
pone any legislation until the next session of Con- 
gress, as we Shall have, in the interval, the oppor- 
tunity of returning to our constituents, and consult- 
ing them upon a subject scarcely inferior in impor- 
tance to any which may require their consideration? 
Or isit possible that the anxiety to pass this bill 

: will not brook delay? Sir, that delay would bring 

back upon us the judgment which may reverse the 

decision which we are probably this day to make. 

Mr. President, I fear it is in vain to hope for 
the defeat of this measure. But, sir, I think it 
would have been prudent, in the midst of the pre- 
| sent excitement and pressure, to have trusted a lit- 

: tle longer to the forbeararce and magnanimity of 

| the creditor, tothe honesty, the industry, and the per- 

severance of the debtor. In Tennessee, sir, like 
every other portion of this Union, we are conaidera- 
bly in debt; and although we cannot pay tc-day,or tc- 
morrow,or next day, we are essentially a solvent and 
a paying people. We want no sponging retroac- 
| tion—but will, in the end, with few exceptions, pay 
the last cent for which we are liable. But establish 
| this law, and though it may cast the sunshine of 
hope upon the path of many a worthy and unfortu- 
nate man, who is bent beneath the burden of his 
disasters, it will just as surely overshadow with 
misfortune others of equal merit, who would, 
if undistarbed, pass triumphantly through the im- 
pending calamities. For every bankrupt it may 
relieve, the very moral, as well as compulsory 
power of its provisions will follow, pari passu, to 
add its victim to that object of your mercy. The 
very mercy of this twofold system will stimu- 
i late the fears of the creditor, who will 
most naturally avail himself of every advan- 
tage against the debtor, whom the law has 
armed with the choice of his own fortunes, 
and we shall exhibit the great national spectacle 
of fierce passions and private plunder, overruling 
the mastery of every nobler feeling, under the influ- 
ence of such temptations as few can resist, and 
the impulse of such a revolution as none can stay. 
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Instead of being a measure to cure the evils under 
which we are suffering, it will propagate bank- 
ruptcies with a prolific hand. Whatever may be 
the theory of gentlemen upon this subject, however 
they may expect to bring peace, hope, and joy to 
the bosom of the ruined, there is another side 


of this picture, upon which the statesman cannot | 
look without apprehension and doubt; it is where | 
these are to be seen on whom ruin will be brought. | 


The law will take its course. The fears and cupi- 
dity of men will sweep over the land in one deep 
and rapid stream! No industry, no integrity, no 
perseverance, no probable prospect of success can 
arrest it. I would that we could pause before we 
adopt this terrible and delusive measure. 
‘snothing in the history of the past to assure us of 
the wisdom of the step we are about to take. 


There ` 


If the Constitution contemplates such a measure — 
as this for the protection of commerce, our pros- ` 


perity, for nearly forty years, is proof that it is not 
demanded. It is said to have this basis for its po- 
licy in England, but with all her advantages, and 
the aid of its protection and encouragement, we 
have advanced many per cent. in the proportion of 
the whole, beyond her commercial and navigating 
interests. Asa permanent measure, it woukl be 
found, as I think, tohave no such influence. Even 
as atemporary remedy, the power is too dangerous, 
and the consequences are too alarming. 


Let us pause before we pass this bill. It will 
array the North against the South. It will engen- 
der a suspicion, a distrust, a deep rooted prejudice, 
which can scarcely be obliterated during the quar- 
terofacentury. It will be a standard subject of 
reference for the guidance and action of the next 
generation, and instead of promoting the prosperi- 
ty of commerce, I fear it will materially affect its 
best interests, particularly by its premature adop- 
ton. 


Besides all this, the country has not had halftime 
to right itself——to recover from the stupor of its ex- 
travagance—to return to habits of economy—to 
make a steady, united, and persevering effort to 
pay itsdebts. Let us, therefore, look not so much 
to fear as to hope—to despair as to a firm resolve 
to pay—to the forbearance of creditors—to the jus- 
tice and industry of debtors. Our countrymen are 
fall of a noble love, and a noble confidence towards 
each other; and it becomes us, as the grave ad- 
visers and lawgivers of the land, not to weaken, 
discourage, or destroy these sacred relations. We 
may rely upon it, sir, public opinion is not fally 
ripe for this measure. The time may come when 
it may demand some system of this kind, for relief 
and for remedy; but let us not hastily and prema- 
turely, at the first alarm, produce a revolution in 
our laws, and the laws of twenty-six States, which, 
when put into motion, cannot be arrested by a hand 
less powerfal than ourown. Let us not be borne 
down by the mental pressure of the moment, but 
standing erect, with a wise forecast, ask ourselves 
the question, how this will be, after the experiment 
has been passed, and the experience of years has 
sealed its characier? 


DISTRICT BANKS. f 
Hours or Representatives, 

- July 1, 1840.\ 

The following bill from the Senate, ex 
charters of the banks in the Disiriet of 
coming up in order, viz: ; ; 

Be it enacted by the Senate and. Hi of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
axmbled, That the chartersof the Farmers’ and 
Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, the Bank of the 
Metropolis, Patriotic Bank of Washington, and 
Bank of Washington, in the city of Washington, 
and he Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria, and Bank 
of Fotomac, in the town of Alexannria, be, and 
the same are hereby, extended to the 4th cay of 
Jaly, 1842, unless Congress shall, in the mean: time, 
otherw:se order and direct, upon condition that 
neither of said banks shall issue and pay out the 
notes of any other baok, banker, or banking insli- 
tation or corporation, which is in a state of suspen- 
sion or non-payment of its liabilities in specie; and 
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upop the further condition that the said banks, nor 
either of them, shall take a stay of execution on 
any judgment recovered against them in any case 
whatever, nor appeal from such judgment, nor 
take a certiorari thereon, except on an añdavit of 
merit. 

After some remarks by Messrs. W. C. JOHN- 
SON and ADAMS in favor of the bii, 

Mr. PETRIKIN addressed the Cnarr, and was 
recognised by the SPEAKER as being entitled to the 
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floor, in opposition to Mr. Jounson of Maryland, ` 


| who claimed it on the ground that he had, out of 
:| courtesy, given way to Mr. ADAMS. 
` KIN having insisted on his right, under the rules, 


. the Speaker decided that he was correct, and he 


proceeded as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: I have known for years, that 
banks and their agents claimed and possessed ex- 
clusive tights and privileges on all occasions; and 
that the claims of individuals, here and elsewhere, 
have been, in most instances, postponed at their 
wink and nod. I am glad that, for once, a humble 
individual has been able, on this floor, to have his 
rights respected in opposition to these powerful in- 
stitutions, I am opposed to the recharter of these 
banks in the way they demand it to be done; for, 
Mr. Speaker, they do not merely request a renewal 
of their charters, but they demand it. 

Weare told that the present bill must be acted 
upon immediately, and passed by a pliant vote. 


; Individuals have to petition for their rights; they 
' have to ask respectfully, year after year, without — 
being able to get a hearing before Congress, ora ` 


redress of their grievances, (and such is the case 
even with the war worn soldier, the widow, and the 
orphan,) but when the agents of banks, their p:esi- 
dents, cashiers, and directors command it, all busi- 
ness, buth public and private, must be laid aside, 
and Congress is required, and when so required 
must do for the banks all that they ask; and not 
content with that, the banks must have it done with- 
out delay and witkout debate. What is it that is 
now demanded by the banks of this District? Why, 
sir, we are asked, ay, peremptorily commanded, 
to pass a law sanctioning their violations of law, 
and the rights of the people. We are asked to le- 
galize swindiing and fraud of every species, with- 
out any regard to the rights of the community. Let 
an attempt be made to amend the charter of a 
bank, and they are met at once with the cry of “an 
infringement of contracts,” “a viclation of char- 
tered rights,” &c. &c.; though banks claim the right 
to violate their contracts with impunity, and demand 
the sanction of the constituted authorities for 
the grossest frauds. The banks, while in a state 
of suspension, by which they violate a sclemn con- 
tract of promise to pay on demand, have the bare- 
faced impudence to ask Congress to give its sanc- 
tion to crime, alleging asa reason for it that it is 
for the benefit of the people. We are told that the 
people ask for the recharter of these banks. I well 
know what is meant by these bankers, when they 
say that the people require us to legalize their 
swindling. 


Mr. Perr- | 
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how they distress each other. There being no, 
elections in this District, real panics will not an- 
Swer any political purpose; but an imaginary panic 
is now in full force here, with a view to operate 
on Congress; for if we look around us, we see very 
few symptoms of distress among those who deal in 
banks, that is, if we are to judge from their man- 
ner of living, and the extravagance of their habits. 


| But admitting, for the sake of argument, that our 
' Yefusal to recharter these banks would produce 


distress among a part of the people of the District 
who happen to be their debtors, is that any reason 
why we shouid act in direct violation of every 


| principle of justice, by legalizing the frauds and 
| violations of law which these banks have com- 


mitted? Whea was crime punished without pro- 
ducing scme distress? When was any great politi- 
cal or moral reform obtained without individual 
suffering? And what greater evil could exist than 
legalized swindling by the few at the expense of 
the many? What greater moral and political re- 


| form could take place for the benefit ot our coun- 


try than to reform the banking system of this Dis- 
trict as an example to other evil doers? We are 
not to inquire whether it is expedient or inexpe- 
dient to comply with the demands made of us, but 
we must first inquire what do justice and the 
public good require at our hands. 

Mr. Speaker, we have witnessed the operation of 


| these speculators upon the people of this District, 
, and throughont the Union., We have seen the 


effects of their systematized viclations of law and 
common houesty on the industrious, hosest laborers 


© of the country, who have been cheated out of their 


By the term people is meant banksand ;; 


bankers, not the mass of the citizens; not those | 


whom a Whig member a few days since, on this 


floor, called “the rabble; not the laboring man, * 


mechanic, and farmer, who, by. the sweat of their 
brows, support their country, but the nabob, who 
rides in his coach and four through the streets of 
this city, and the speculator, who, vampyre-like, 
sucks the hearts blood of the industrious and la- 


boring part of the community. These are they ` 


who are called “the people” by the bankers. I aver, 
sir, that a large majority of the people of this Dis- 
trict are opposed to the rechartering of these banks. 
Bat a few, in comparison to the whole number of 
he people, are indebted to the banks. I would 
venture to say, if the truth could be ascertained, 
that of the whole number of persons resident in the 
District at this time, exclusive of members of Con- 
gress, and the officers and directors of banks and 


their connections, that there are not three hundred 


individuals who owe the banks one dollar. 

We are told that if these charters are not re- 
newed, a great deal of distress will be produced 
among the people. This I deny, because, as [ 
have said before, the mass of the people. owe the 
banks nothing, and the bankers will be cautious 


i 


| 


| 


hard earnings by the worthless deprecia'ed paper 
issued by the banks. We have on record before us, 
that there very banks now asking us to extend their 


© charters, have three times, in the short space of 


six years, suspended specie payments, depreciated 
their stock and notes, and that their officers and 
directcrs have purchased them, thus depreciated, at 
a discount of from ten to fifty per cent.—defrauding 
in this way the unsuspecting widows and orphans 
of the Déstrict. I repeat that we have proof before 
us that the banks of this District have three times 
flooded the country with their irredeemable paper, 
knowing that they did not intend, nor could not do, 
what their notes on their face promised; and that 
they as often swind’ed the poor people by pur- 
chasing their paper themselves at from ten to fifty 
percent. discount. We krow that they have four 
times had their swindling doings legalized by Con- 
gress, and they are the subjects of the sympathy of 
the bank advocates on this floor. Is not this a 
pretty commentary on the morality of those who 
composed the Congresses that passed these acts? 
And shall we again be operated upon by the banks, 
to legalize for a fifth time such vilely dishonest ` 
transactions? Are those banks deserving your pity 
and sympathy? ‘Will the Democrats in this House 
violate their solemn obligation made before God 
and the country, to faithfully represent their consti- 
tuents, by obeying the demands of these swindling 
insolvent corporations? I hope not, and that we 
will exhibit to the world—what is an anomaly ia 
these times—one legislative body, a majority of. 
which is not under the control of the necromancy 
of banks, or operated upon by the talismanic influ- 
ence of bank notes. 

Mr. Speaker, it was my lot to be a member of 
the Committee on the District of Columbia daring 
the session of 1837-8, when these banks applied 
for a recharter; and to me was assigned by that 
committee the duty of examining and inquiring 
into their condition at that time. I made the at- 
tempt, and prosecuted it as faithfully as time and 


| circumstances would permit; and althorgh I had 


to take their own statements in writing, yet I 
learned enough to satisfy me that they were a rot- 
ten profligate concern, unable to pay their lia- 
bilities, and practising a gross imposition cn the 
public. Having had an opportanity to know a 
Kittle about them, I shall offer a few amendments to 
the bill from the Senate; not suchas I would wish 
to have enacted; not such as will fally protect the 


pubic against those corporations; bot as much or 


more than I expect will be carried. Ihave before 
me the lesson of bank influence in the State Le- 
gislatures. I have seen a decided majority elected 
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to the Pennsylvania Legislature at its last session, 
for the express purpose of producing bank reform; 
and I have seen that majority reduced to a mino- 
rity, and that Legislature obeying the directions and 
dictations of bank ageuts. I have seen that Le- 
gislature, ora partof jt, violate their pledges to 


the people, and grant to the banks all they asked or — 


desired, by passing a law legalizing a suspen- 
sion of Specie payntents—a Violation of the laws of 
common honesty. Ihave known the Legislatures 
of other States of the Union to do the same thing; 
and I cannotexpect the members of this House to 
be more than human beings, and be able to resist the 
sse of bank directors, presidents and cashiers who 
bow see thronging our hall, and leading members 
out of their seats to importune and operate on 
them. Underall these circumstances, I have rea- 


District Banks—Mr. Vanderpoel. 


them, showed that the deficiency did exist. This 
is a specimen of bank morality, and this is one of 
the institutions for which the Whigs of this Houte 
claimed the sympathy of its members. I could 


state other instances of bank morality, which would | 
j startle even the Whigs, but I will confine myself | 


to what is of record and easy of proof. I will ask 
any honest man if restrictions, by legal enactmen's, 


`, inflicting personal punishment on bank officers, 


and giving a true and summary remedy to indivi- 


, duals against banks, is not absolutely necessary to 
` prevent such gross tyranny and dishonesty as I 


son to fear that the bill will pass as it did two years | 
since, just as the bankers wish it; yet I will not be ` 


deterred from doing my duty. I will raise my 
voice, feeble as it is, to protect all classes, but par- 
ticularly the humble but industrious part of the 
cormaunity, by asserting on this foor their griev- 
ances. It I fail in protecting them from the ruth- 
less gripe of bankers, it shall not be for want of a 
will to do it. 

I propose, by the first clause of the amendment, 
to make the president and directors of the banks 
liable for their acts in their individual capacities. 
It is no more than right that they should be restrict- 
ëd by the fear of persenal accountability, for men, 
as corporations, will do things that they will not do 
when made liable for their acts. Were I creating 
a new bank, I would include, in this individual lia- 
bility, the stockholders to the amount cf the stock 
subscribed; but as most of the stock of the banks 
now before us is in the hands of persons who pur- 
Chased it under their present charters, and as it 


would have the appearance of unfairness to create | 


a new liability against them, I will not go to that 
extent. The second clause of the amendment is 
intended to prohibit the banks from declaring divi- 
tend’ while they refuse to pay their debts. No 
honest man can object to such a provision. 

The third clause of the amendment is for the 
parpose of enabling individuals to bring suit and 
recover debts from the banks. At present, the 
judges of the courts here claim and exercise the 
right to issue injunctions at the instance of the 
banks when sued for their notes, prohibiting jus- 
tices of the peace from entering a judsment even 
Where there was no defence. As proof of this fact 
1 will refer the members of this body to House 
document No. 53 of the extra session of 1837. 
To that document, it will be found that James H. 
Causten sued one of the banks for notes which the 
Sffictrs refused to pay; that the judge of the dis- 
trict court issued an injunction prohibiting the jus- 
tice of the peace entering a judgment, and that the 
prohibition was obeyed. No affidavit of defence 
on the merits was filed; and all that was alleged 
in the affidavit was, that the Bank was unable to 
pay its notes, and that the plaintiff bought them. 
Is u not time to enact some Jaw to prevent the re- 
petition of such a gross violation of law and jus- 
tice. Here is proof that even the judiciary is made 
to subserve the corrupt practices of the banks. The 
presidént of the Batik of the Metropolis not content 


with the use he made of the court, to defraud the | 


holder of his own notes, waylaid Causten, knocked 
him down with a club and beat him, in order, no 
doubt, to deter others from asking for their rights. 
There is another instance of the gross dishonesty of 
the officers of this same bank, which is a matter of 
record in the proceedings of this House. At 
the extra session of 1837, the Speaker deposited 
the money,for the pay of the membersof the House 
of Representatives in the Bank of the Metropolis. 
Roderick Dorsey, the Sergeant-at-Arms, as ho- 
nesi and confidiog a man as lives, not doubting the 
honesty cf men who make such large professions 
as the bank cflicers, took the specie to the bank in 
bags and boxes; but when he came to count it out, 
there was a deficiency of nearly four thousand dol- 
lars. This deficiency the bankers refused to make 


good, although the who'e money was counted by” 


one of tke clerks of the bank, when disbursed, and 
the books of the bank, when compelled by a com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives to exhibit 
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have quoted, and which no man on this floor dare 
attempt to deny or even apologize fo:? 

It is not long since my colleague [Mr. Ocxe] 
anathernatized the President of the United States as a 
“horrible specimen of aristocracy” because he rode 
in a plain carriage with two horses; but we hear 
no complaints from him, or any other of the bank 
party in this House, of the aristocracy ef the pre- 
sident of one of the insolvent banks of this city, who 
has his coach and four grey horses, with several 
liveried servants as dutriders, driving along the 


streets of this city. He may well afford to have | 


his coach and four, with servants in livery, when 
his bank, of which Iam told he is the principal 
stockholder, can pay its debts of several hundred 
thousand dollars at 59 cents on the dollar. [ do 
not know this man, and if half I have heard of him 
be true, I hope I never may be his asssociate. If, 


j Mr. Speaker, you orl were allowed to contract’ 


debts to the extent these people have, and pay them 
in the same way, we too might havea coach and 
four; but would we have that sympathy which the 
sage legislators have expressed here for those in- 
solvent banks? Would we be permitted to pay our 


: debts at that rate and yet have property to the | 
': amount of thousands of dollars untouched? No 


sir, we would not, as individuals, be permitted to 
do so; but as corporators and bankers, I have no 


| doubt but we would be, provided we used the 


proper means to enlist the sympathies of members! 
We have been told by the member from Massa- 


chusetts [Mr. Abams] that we dare not refuse to , 
extend the charters of these bankis, fof if we do not ; 


extend them we will not receive our pay as merni- 


bers. I had supposed that the Government of the | 
United States provided the means to pay its officers, | 


and it is news to me that members are dependent 
on banks for their pay. 


per diem. I Lave always held that every man has his 


price if that price can be ascertained. I have no | 
wish to claim exemption from the common frailty | 


of buman nature, but I can assure the gentleman 
that if he rates himself at eight dollars per day, that 
pricé will not buy me.I wilt willingly sacrifice my 
pay rather than be the means, by my vote, of en- 
couraging such public swindling by an extension 


of these bank charters without sufficient provisions | 


to restrain them from a repetition of their past acts, 
or providing means of summarily punishing the 
guilty individuals. oak À 

If, as the gentleman from Massachusetts says. 
the Government did get the money from the banks, 
does he wish us to suppose that it was without its 
being paid for? Does not every man know that 
bankers are all Shylocks? They require not only 
“the last pound of flesh nearest the heart,” but take 
the heart also without mercy. But the Govern- 
ment does not get the money to pay the members, 
from the banks. 


_The bank partisans, by missepresentations of | 
this kind, are continually endeavoring to induce a ; 


belief that banks are essential to the well-being of 
the Government; but the, truth of this matter ts, 
that so far from the Government being benefited 


by the banks, the contrary is the fact. The Speaker - 


of the House of Representatives has been in the 
habit of drawing from the Treasury of the United 
Siates the whole amount necessary to pay the 


members, and depositing in one of the banks, from | 


which it is drawn as wanted during the session. 
The Democratic members of this body have but 


yesterday declared their willingness to separate the | 


Government from the banks, and I hope they will 
show by their votes, on the bill now before the 
House, that they are as ready to protect the indi- 


I have no doubt that some | 
are dependent on them for one kind of pay, in the | 
| shape vf fair business transactions; but not. for their 
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viduals who compose the community, as they are 
the Government, from fraud and imposition. The 
comiest between the banksand the country is not 
yet ended. The campaign is only fairly com- 
menced; and he that thinks differently will find his 
mistake if he lives a few years. The bankers 
wield a power more dangerous to the hberty ot the 
people than an army of one hundred thousand fo- 


| reigners would be, and the banks act openly or co- 


vertly as may best suit their views, or the subject to 
be acted upon. The first victory in favor of the 
people over the banks—the Independent Treasury 
law—is only half won. Vigilance is the watch- 
word, and perseverance the only guarantee of sue- 
cess. I hope the Democrats will be found record. 
ing their names on the present question consistently 
with their votes yesterday, so as to strengthen that 
measure. We willthen be able to show to the 
State Legislatures an example worthy of being fol- 
lowed, and will be entitled to receive from our con- 
stituents, when we return to them, the cordial and 
gratifying welcome of “well done ye good and 
faithfal servants.” The eyes of the American peo- 
ple are upon us, anxiously waiting to see whether 
we will retrograde or advance; whether we will 
row ane way and look another; and whether the 
banks and their influences are as formidable and 
successful as they always have been in legislative 
halls. Have we not every motive to resist wrong 
and to do our duty? 

Mr. Speaker, I had intended only to submit my 
amendments to the bill, without any remarks, un- 
til the friends of the banks showed a disposition to 
stifle all inquiry. I have now occupied much 
more of the time of the country than I had thought 
I would; but the importance of the subject res , 
quires it. Inow close. d 

Mr. P. then submitted the following amend- 
ments: 

Provided, also, That the president and directors of 
each of said banks shall be jointly and severally, in 
their individual capacity, liable for all notes issued 
or debts contracted by said banks respectively, 
from and after the day this act goes into effect, to 
be recovered as other debis of like amount may at 
the time be by law recoverable. 

And be ù further provided, That the said banks 
shall not make any division of profits, or declare 
any dividends, duriog the time said banks shall re- 
fuse to pay all their liabilities in specie on demand; 
and the president and directors of any of said 
banks, who shall make any such division of profits, 
or declare any such dividend, or consent to or vote 
tor the same, shall be liable to pay double the 
amount of the sum so divided or declared, to be re- 
covered of them in their individual capacity, by any 
person suing for the same as debts of like amount 
are recoverable, one-half of said forfeiture to go 
to the person suing, and the other half to the cor- 
poration where said bank is located. 

Be it further enacted, &c. That justices of the 
peace within the District of Columbia shall have 
jurisdiction in all actions of: debt against any of the 
banks whose charters are hereby extended, for sums 
not exceeding $100, and no appeal, certiorari, or in- 
junction, shall be.allowed, granted, issued, or di- 
rected, by any court within said District, unless an 
affidavit be first made and-placed in said court by 
the president, or one or more of the directors, of 
the bank so sued, that such appeal, certiorari, or 
injunction, is not asked for the purpose of delay, 
but because he or they believe there is a just de- 
fence on the merits, and that injustice is likely to 
be done if said appeal, certiorari, or injunction, 
should not be granted. 

Mr. VANDERPOKL said: it was not necessary 
to the purpose he had in view, in the few remarks 
he iatended to submit, to classify the House by de- 
nominating one portion of it bank men, an 
‘another party enemies of the banks. Nor was it 
his purpose to cast imputations upon gentlemeh be- 
cause they happened to be connected with banks. 
It was his pleasure to know some of the gentlemen 
who were eonnected with the institutions in ques- 
tion, and it was but just to them to say that they 
were gentlemen for whom he entertained very high 
respect. Still, he felt it his duty to say that the bill 
under consideration, considering the situation 18 
which all the banks of this Distriet now exhibited 
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themselves, was a very exuaordinary one, They 
were ina state of suspension—of open delinquency 
—of open violation of the law that created them; 
and while in this condition, they came and asked 
for an unqualified extension or renewal of their 
charters. It could not be, that after our doings of 
yesterday, we were prepared to vote for this bill, 
without any amendment to drive the banks back to 
their duty. Whata spectacle would we exhibit to 
the nation by 30 doing. It was ourincumbent duty 
to set a better example to the States. The facility 
with which the banks of the several States now-a- 
days suspended specie payments was, indeed, a 


daring a pecuniary or commercial revulsion, 
would often times sacrifice hundreds of 


little inconvenient to maintain them. 
seemed to suspend some times for pretty much the 
same reason that Betty assigned for skinning her 
eels, “BECAUSE THEY LIKED IT.” It was high time 
that we at least should set our Jace agains: the 
facility with which the banks assumed this uojusi— 
this demoralizing position. That portion of the 
House that was now coming out for the recharter 
of these suspended banks, had always told us that 
it was the duty of Congress to regulate the cur- 
rency of the country—that the friends of the Admi- 
nistration were subject to the reproach of permit- 
ting an important power, conferred upon us by the 
Constitution, to he dormant. And was this a spe- 
cimen of the manner in which they would pat this 
alleged power into execution? Was this the mode 
in which they would “regulate the currency”—re- 
charter a baich of banks, that are daily in the 6p-n 
violation of law and duty? They coald not pay 
their debts, or redeem their bills; but what cou!d 
they do—what had they done ander our very eyes? 
Why make dividends of profits while in a s‘ate of 
suspension—yes, PRCFITs made at a time when the 
poor market woman, with one of their notes, was 
liable to be shaved to the tune of from five to ten 
per cent. Were we prepared to legalize such 
duings, by voting for an unqualified renewal of 
these charters; one that wouid involve no rebuke 
for, but would rather sanction, their past and pre- 
sent demerits? If we passed this bill, what a beau- 
tifal commentary would it be upon our doings of 
yesterday—a day signalized by the passage of that 
great measure of reform! He would never con- 
sent to vote for the bill, unless a provision was in- 
serted that the baaks should resume specie pay- 
ments within thirty, or, at farthest, sixty days. As 
matter of example and principle, this bill extended 
in its operation beyond the ten miles square. It 
was commensurate with the Union. By passing it 
in its present state, we would proclaim to the 
worl, to the institutions of the States, the immoral 
sentiment that a state of suspension is not a state of 
palpable and most reprehensible delinquency. 

After some remarks by Messrs. BRIGGS and 
WADDY THOMPSON, and JOHNSON of Ma- 
ryland, in favor of the bill, and Mr. MARK A. 
COOPER in ravor of certain amendments proposed 
by himself, compelling specie paymen's, and pro- 
hiditing the issue of notes of less denomination than 
$10, $20, and $30, at given periods. 

Mr. STEENROD took the floor, and addressed 
the House as follows: 

Mr. Speaker, I regret that I cannot meet the 
earnest request of the gentleman frem Massachu- 
setts [Mr. SaLtonsratt] who has just taken his 
seat, and give my vote for this bill without disre- 
garding my- party predilections and party princi- 
ples. I understand that the bill under considera-. 
tion proposes to continue the existence of the in- 
corporated banking institutions of this District un- 
til July of the year 1842; I also understand that 
those institutions, with a single exception, are all 
acknowledged to be in a state of suspension, in 
direct violation of their charters; or, in other words, 
in open and public insurrection against the laws. 
Shall we, then, in view of this condition of things, 
confer on these institutions the exclusive right to 
issue paper as a measure of valae, without impos- 
ing on them corresponding obligations to meet their 
engagements with the holders of their notes? Shall 
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thou- | 
sands of dollars to maintain his credit and in- | 
tegrity; but, according to the ethics of banks, they | 
suspended specie payments whenever it became a | 
Indeed, they 


_ exclusive rights granted them? No, sir. 


we give to them the incorporated privileges to 
withdraw from circulation the gold and sitver to be 


hoarded up in their vaults, and to issue in its stead, | 


to this peop'c, their depreciated and irredeemable 
paper? These, in fact, are the questions sub- 
mitted to our consideration, and these are the 
affirmative propositions maintained in this bili. 
By whom are such princip'es as these advo- 
cated and sustained here? and who are the 
friends of the bill now under consideration? 
The same members of this House who have 
so often denounced, and the same party which 


| has deprecated, the great public measure pro- 
reproach to vurcountry. An honorable merchant, - 


viding for the safekeeping, transfer, and disbursing 


|| the revenues of the Government, as an innovation 
that would furnish two currencies—one for the | 


Government, and another for the people. But 


chartered privileges to such institutions as these, to |/ 
withdraw tiom circulation, and to hoard up alithe | 


gold and silver currency and to issue their iire- 
deemable and depreciated paper, they can approve 
and support. Yes, sir, the banks may use and 
hoard up the better currency, and issue the legal- 
ized worse currency for the deople, and these gen- 
tlemen can view the act with composure, and com- 
placency; but they are convulsed with indignation, 
and starled with apprehension, at a simple public 
measure that proposes to collect and pay out the 
revenues of the Gevernment in gold and silver; and 
can see, in such a measure as that, one currency 
furnished for the Government, and another for the 
peop'e. To those gentlemen who would condemn 
what they may suppose to be the tendency of a 
measure of the Government, and approve a like 
measure in the banks, I have nothing to say. But, 
sir, what are the arguments advanced here in 
support of this bill, and what has been said by 
its friends to commend it to our support? We 
have been informed by the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland (Mr. Jounson] that the adjoiniog States 
(and Virginia and Maryland have been men- 
tioned) have passed similar acts to this, and, 
therefore, we skould copy the precepts of this 
State legislation, and do likewise. I had supposed, 
sir, that it rather became us, as legislators, to 
set an example of wise and good legislation, and 
not to follow the bad or imprudent legislation of 
particular States. I have never seen an act in the 
statute book of Virginia similar to the bill now un- 
der consideration, It is true the State of Virginia 
has legalized the suspension of the State banks, 
but never without at least giving an apparent pro- 
tection w the note holders as a remedy for the 
abuse of this privilege. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Braas] 
expressed great surprise that any one here should 
intimate that these institutions were “swindling 
concerns.” Sir, I here in my place, before this 
House and the country at large, arraign those in- 
stitutions and charge this upon them, and invite an 
examination of the proofs. I will not here refer to 
the conclusive evidence adduced to day by my able 
and eloquent young friend from Ohio [Mr. WrL- 
LER] of the frauds of these institutions, but to the 
ackuowledged facts in their history. The rights of 
the people have been abridged to confer on those in- 
stitutions high privileges and profitable immunities, 
and in return for which, these institutions have as- 
sumed responsible trusts, beneficiary functions te 
this community. How have they demeaned them- 
seives in their offices? Have they discharged, with 
fidelity and probity, the duties imposed on them by 
virtue of their charters as a consideration for the 
They 
have closed their doors, and pertinaciously refused 
to pay their just debts, while they have, on the 
other hand, exacted from the debtor community 
uniform reduc:ion or payment of their obligations. 
They have assumed to keep their paper at its par 
value, convertible into gold and silver at the will of 
the holder; they have disregarded their public en- 
gagements, and have suffered their paper to depre- 
ciate, and the loss to fall on the community. 
While, as public institutions, created to subserve 
the public interest, (and they should have subserved 
the pablic interest by preservinga sound currency,) 
they have, as brokers and stockjobbers, deranged the 
exchanges by their undue exactions and extortions. 
With these offences, then, resting on those institu- 
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tions, the gentleman may entertain no surprise that 
any one here should “intimate that these banks 
were swindling concerns.” 

But we have been appealed to not apply to our 
legislation for the people of this District our rigid 
party principles! To this I must answer, that I 
have no two sets cf principles, one for my im medi- 
ate constituents, and another for what I believe is 
intended for the especial benefit of the bankers 
here. If, as an American citizen, I would ever 
disdain tu seek or accept of any franchise or pri- 
vilege from this or any otber legislative body, which 
was notto be conferred alike on all my country- 
men, as an American legislator, I will ever refuse 


| to confer immunities on one portion of my fellow- 


citizens, that are denied to or withheid from others. 
We have been told, by the high and distinguished 
authority of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Tuompson,] that the respective Legislatures 
have refused, yes, that they have been afraid to 
carry out the principles of the Republican party on 
the subject of the currency; and therefore (I sup- 
pose the argument is) that we, too, should refuse, 
and prove ourselves afraid to do so. But, sir, these 
are not the tenets of the political school in which I 
was educated. One who has imbibed an early re- 
verence for the men of the Revolution, and who 
entertains great respect for those time-honored ex- 
emplars of American principles, would first rather 
study the virtue and utility of a public measure, 
to know whether it was to promote the good of the 
community at large before passing upon it; and if 
it was for the public good, then b2 not discouraged 
by fears, or swerved from his honest Purposes, by 
the rash and reckless denunciations of Others; but 
pursue the even tenor of his way until he sal: wit- 
ness a consummation of his- principles. 

Our organic State laws of distribution in de- 
scents, and the prohibition of entailments and pri- 
mogeniture, have been cited as a barrier to the en- 
croachments of these corporations. It is true that 
these laws were established to fortify our Demecra- 
tic Government, and to prevent the encroachments 
of property on right. But no protection is af- 
forded by these laws, if the respective legislative 
bodies will create and multiply a swarm of corpo- 
rations for the purpose of amassing and managing 
property; “corporations, whose distinguishing at- 
tribute is to live forever, and whose legal entity 
may for ever remain the same.” “Property thus 
holden in perpetual succession, cannot come under 
the fall operation of our statutes of distribution.” 
The privileged corps, which are thus fortified, are 
rendered more formidable to equal rights and libor- 
ty, than they could be by the English stautes-of en- 
tails and primogeniture, What protection can 
there be to the masses, if valuable immunities are 
denied to individuals and conferred on corporations? 
Exclusive privileges and monopoly are as danger- 
ous in an incorporated association of persons as in . 
the person of a nobleman or Jord; and the Govern- 
ment that would distinguish in favor of one over 
the other, by conferring power, but shows its folly 
by adding to crime. These organic laws of our 
States but demonstrate that these irresponsible pow- 
ers are opposed to the genius of our institutions 
and popular freedom; and as such, as Americans, 
we should wage against it an earnest war—oper 
hostility. 

The gentleman from South Carolina also dis- 
conrsed most eloquently on the banking institutions 
of the country, and ascribed to them a magie in- 
fluence in forwarding the construction of roads and. 
improvements generally, in the States. But, sir, if 
I were to ask the gentleman what. was the imme- 
diate agent employed in construgting these im- 
provements, the only correct answer that he could 
give would be, thatit was not the. capital nor the 
banks, but the labor of the country. that was en- 
titled to this high commendation, for the erection of 
those enduring monuments, those magnificent im-. 
provements. I have heard labored efforts here to 
justify and excuse the suspension by these banking: 
institutions, but all the arguments are alike incon- 
clusive and unsatisfactory to my mind. There is 
bat one moral code for the government of man, 
either in public or private life, or of-parues. A 
justification. of these institutions isa departure from 
hat code, A bank suspension is a violation of 
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Pablic engagements; it is a fraud perpetrated on 
the community by these corporations; and no legis- 
lative body could be justified in sastaining or le- 
galiziog it; sach'& principle could not be sustained 
morally in aa individual or a corporation, Publie 
faith, pablic jostice, and national honor, forbid it. 

Sir, I look upon this as but a struggle between 
the note, holders and the note makers—between the 
baakers and the people; one laboring for privileges 
an” monopoly, and the other for equal rights; one 
forhonest and just legislation, and the other for 
partial and unjast government. These are the an- 


question—principles that concern every man in the 
country. The bill under consideration not only 
protons to legalize the actions of these suspended 

ks, and their consequent 
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which gove’y capital must still prevail; and it can- 
not, therefore, remain unemployed—it will still go 
rato the market and seek to pass into the hands of 
labor; and though under this direction the profits 
of capital may not be so great, its acts and influ- 
ence so powerful, still its advantage to the public 
will not be impaired by the absence of its incorpo- 
rated privileges and monopoly: 

Sir, I am nauseated with this daily nostrum, that 


| the credit system of this country is confined to your 
| bank parlors, and in the exclusive keeping of your 
arua ; . bankers, who, to preserve it, must be endowed 
tagonist and opposing principles involved in this ` 


with incerporated privileges and monopoly. The 


' history of my own State might be adduced asa 


memorable example to contradict this position. 


n From the adoption of the Federal Constitution in 


frauds on the public, © 


bat to confer extraordinary privilege and the right ` 


of monopoly on these associations of bankers. Yes, 
SU, we are about to be most 
indulgent to these delinquent bankers; 


indulgent, 
that they may not be compelled to toil 


and labor 


—that the elements may not visit them too roughly 


—that they may loiter on their walks of pleasure, 
and loil in their mansions of royal splendor. You 
authorize them to issue their false measure of va- 
luė, and to be tax gatherers, to feed on'the substance 
of the body politic, while the honest laborer, who, 
ia ‘the heat of summer and the blasts of winter, ex- 


posed to all the vicissitudes of- the seasons and the 


times, is left to toil for his daily maintenaace. Yes; 
on the poor laborer you impose the tax of this de- 
preciated and irredeemable paper, and a great pro- 
portion of the toss in consequence of its frequent 
and periodiral failure. You virtually say to him, 
“we impose on you, by our laws, a paper curren- 
cy, AS an exclusive measure of value, bat you shall 
nO! circulate your notes at its trade value: the Go- 


‘erimeut will‘not authorize or permit your paper ` 


as & currency, for that privilege or monopoly is ex- 


clusively confined to and conferred on these bank- | 


ers.” This is counter to that Democratic principle 


which ever seeks to protect the weak, to elevate ` 


the: depressed, and to secure to all just and equal 
Tights. Where, then, do the members of this House 
get their authority for this partial legislation? Are 
We'not retarned -here as the representatives of all 


Mhe great interests of the- country-as well the’ 


rights and interests of the laborer, as the rights and 
interestsof the capitalist—to protect the one from 
the natural and instinetive’ encroachments of the 
other, and to secure the other in its proper and ap- 
propriate possessions? Why, then, should one of 
these great interests of the country elicit so much 


of oar sympathy, and engage so much of our favor 


aad: partiality? Do I hearthe whisper—that the 


public good requires it? Ideny it. The history of’ 


thecountry—.its periodical embarrassments—admo- 
Irshus rather to reduce than to increase the numberof 
the banking institutions. The depressed condition of 
business, the aunexampled and ‘precarious condition 
of tabor, and the agonizing shrieks of the thought- 
less intoxicated trader and speculator, with which 
out ears in this hall. are so frequently assailed, have 
aifbeen traced to the expansion and contraction of 
the-paper machinery of the banks. We must, 
then, commence to retrace our steps, and to restore 
the‘conniry and its business to a sound and healthy 
condition. Te enable us to do that, we must not 
credit the prediction that great distress: will be con- 
seqaently produced in this community if those in~ 
stitations are ofdéred to wind up their affairs. No 
proposition is more clear and conclusive in politiedl 
economy than that nothing is added to the actual 
capital of a country by instituting banks, ox the is- 
suing of paper money. Bat the credit system, we 
will‘be told, can only be sustained by banks that 
have the authority to issue'paper as a circulation, 
and their present chartered immunities. This, I 
believe, is likewise untrue and fallacions—a sound 
and weil regulated system of credit can be pre- 
servediin the cowntry without these extraordinary. 
chariered privileges being conferred on banks. 
The instincts of capital always seek employment. 
If it is to be found oftener under the seal of the 
actof incorporation of a bank, it is because it is its 
present fastness—its stronghold. Withhold these 
acts ef incorporation which confer exclusive privi- 
leges on the capitalists here, and the natural laws 


partial and extremely | 


1788 to 1804, banks were unknown in our State 
legislation. What peeple were more pure than 
this people at that period? When was our com- 
merce greater? Or what portion of the worjd was 


. More prosperous than the Old Dominion at that 


i; time? That was the period in our history when 


honesty and industry .were esteemed virtues, ne- 
cessary to constitute the respectable man and citi- 
zen. Every farmer’s desk in Virginia, at this 
period, was adorned with some gold and silver, 
and never had we less inconvenience and cost in 
transporting money from point to point. This, 
then, was done by our traders and merchants be- 
fore we had learned the magic of creating corpora- 
tions with monopolizing privileges. The mer- 
chants were then honest and accommodating, 
and their credit was better than your banks. 
Bank suspensions and explosions, and bank 
irresponsibility, have impaired public confidence 
in this modern system of credit. The sys- 
tem that will promise to pay to-day, and be 
authorized with impunity to refuse payment by to- 
morrow, may be approved by the swindler, but 
not by the honest man. If the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, then, at this period, could prosper without 
the aid of banking institutions, it might be sapposed 
that this District of ten miles square could do 
likewise. Where are the enduring monuments and 


_ boasted testimonials of the utility of your system 


| here? Will I be pointed to the superb cities and 
| magnificent improvements that adorn this ten 
; miles square? These are but the evidence of the 


profligacy of this Government, and of the manifi- 
cence of the legislators for this orphan territory. 
Where are your chambers of commerce, with their 
evidence of enterprise—the rich garnerings of the 
,;product of labor and trade? Where are the streets 


| crowded with enterprising merchants and trades- 


men, and where the busy hum of industry in the 
workshops and manufactories?. Or where are the 
fields which have been made to blossom under the 
toil of the husbandman, as an evidence of the good 
effects of the modern credit system on this District? 
You may look here in vain for testimony of this 
kind, as an argument why these institutions should 
be rechartered. But, on the other hand, look at the 
poor country around this city, that seems never to 
have had employed upon it the renovating hand of 
industry. This may be a portion of the fruits of 
that paper system, of bank facilities and credit, 
which is so prolific of evil; a system, the effect of 
which isto lead men to believe they can live with- 
out industry and labor. 

Mr: HOLMES of South Carolina then delivered 
an animated appeal against the ruinous conse- 
qaences which must instantly follow to this Dis- 
trict, should the bill be rejected. He avowed him- 
self the friend of credit, and said he had voted for 
the Independent Treasury bill not to destroy, but to 
give it stability. . 

Mr. RYALL of New Jersey made a short 
speech in most decided opposition to the bill; but 
if it must pass, he was for Mr. Perrixtn’s amend- 
ment, ; 

Mr. UNDERWOOD ‘spoke for the ‘bill, urging 
the distress which must ensue should it fail. — 

Mr. U. in the close, moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the motion on 
the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD withdrew the cal! for the 
previous question, on condition that Mr. WELLER 
of Ohio, who obtained the floor, should renew it. 
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Mr. WELLER then took the floor, and addressed 
the House as follows: 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot consent to give a silent 
vo:e on the important question now presented to the 
consideration of the House. T would be doing injus- 
tice to. my own feelings, and to the generous warm- 
hearted friends at home who have honored me with 
a place in this hall, were J to sit quietly in my seat 
and suffer a bill, involving principles of such deep 
and vital importance to our free Government, to 
become a law. I trust I shall obtain the attention 
of gentlemen while I present my objections to this 
bill, although I have but little hope that any thing 
I can say will induce members to record their votes 
against it. It comes to us endorsed by the Senate, 
ani, judging from past legislation, I have no doubt 
it will pass this House before to-morrow’s sun shall 
have set. I desire, however, to give it an especial 
kick, by way of showing my disapprobation of it, 
and the principles upon which it is supported. 

Permit me to say, that I regret that the friends of 
this measure did not present it at an earlier period 
in the session. We have now been here seven 
months, and when we are within three weeks of an 
adjournment, æ bill is presented for the extension 
of the charters of the banks of this District, and 
an effort made, by the application of the previous 
question, to pash it through this House, without 
allowing members an opportunity of examining its 
merits and demerits, or inquiring into their actual 
condition. It is true, we have a short and imper- 
fect report made out by the officers of these banks, 
exhibiting partially the condition of these institutions, 
but I venture the affirmation that not a dozen mem- 
bers of this House have looked into that document. 
Besides, I would much prefer a report made by a 
committee of this House. I would have more con- 
fidence in their statements than in the exhibit of 
bank officers. 

The bill now under consideration proposes to ex- 
tend the chartersof six banks in this District for two 
years. It proposes to continue their corporate exist- 
ence fcr two years from the 4th of July,instant, Some 
of these banks have been in existence fer more than 
thirty years. The original charters are to be found 
in the beok I now hold in my hand; and I ask gen- 
men, before they vote for the act now befere the 
House, to examine these charters, and see the 
almost unlimited powers conferred by them. Let 
gentlemen look into them, and tell me whether they 
would be willing this day to incorporate banks, 
with such tremendous powers; and if they would be 
unwilling to do this, then I ask, how can they vote 
to extend them? The act now before us will con- 
fer on them all the powers and privileges conferred 
in the original charter. 

But, sir, lam told that this act is simply designed 
to enable the banks to wind up their affairs, and 
settle up their concerns! This is not the first time 
this plea has been made. On the 4th May, 1820, 
an act was passed by Congress, extending the char- . 
ters of the banks in the District ‘then paying spe- 
cie, and during such times only as said banks 
should continue to pay specie,” to the lst June, 
1822. This act may be found in vol. 8, Laws of 
the United States, page 53. On the 2d March, 
1821, an act passed, extending the charters of these 
banks to the 3d March, 1836, (see vol 8, United 
States Laws, page 19.) It was then pretended, as 
now, that it was necessary to do this, in -order to 
enable the banks to windup. But, sir, you find 
them in 1836, when their charters again expired, 
asking a ‘further extension for the same purpose ; 
and an act was accordingly passed, on the 2d- Jaly 
of that year, extending their charters to the 4th 
July, 1838. Sze Laws of the United States, vol. 
9, page 447. Well, sir, did the expiration of this act 
find their affairs settled up? Did they proceed to 
wind up their business in accordance with the un- 
derstanding of the time? No; but they again, 
whilst under suspension, come in, and ask for an- 
other renewal—a little more time to settle up! On 
the 3lst May, 1838, an act passed renewing their 
charters to the 4th July, 1840, upon three condi- 
tions, two of which I ask leave to read: 

“Second. To redeem all their notes of the deno- 
mination of $5 in gold and silver, from and after 
the Ist day of August, in the present year. 

“Third. To resume specie payments in full, on 


July, 1840. 
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or before the first day of January, in the year 1839, 
or seoner if the priacipal banks of Baltimore and 
Richmonc shall sooner resume specie payments in 
fall.” See Laws of United States, vol. 9, page 765. 

Now, sir, the 4th of July, 1840, being the period at 
which this act expires, is near at hand, and they 
are again at our door, asking for two years more! 
It becomes us, then, to inquire, whether they have 
complied with the requisitions of the law to which 
I have just adverted. The obligation to pay specie 
for their notes was a condition precedent, and the 


_ by the several banks. 


banks were bound to perform it, before they could © 


exercisé any of the privileges conferred by the act. 


The very moment they refused to comply with that — 
condition, that very moment their corporate exist- ` 


ence ceased, and they could no longer legitimately 
exercise the power of banking. 
seems to me, is so palpable and piain that it needs 
ho argament to establish it. ell, sir, have they 
performed this condition? Have they observed 
the restrictions and limitations imposed en them by 
this acı? ‘The fact is stated in the report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, and is notorieus, that they 
have suspended specie payments, and are refusing 
to redeem their notes! For more than eight months 
past have they been standing. out in open viola- 
tion of the law, and yet they have the effrontery, 
the anblushing impudence, to present themselves 
before Congress, and ask for an extension 
of their charters to the 4th July, 1842! Sach 
a daring outrage upon decency and propriety 
should not be tolerated. They have suffered 
their notes to depreciate at their own doors 
from six to twelve per cent. and yet we are 
told that their charters must be renewed! They 
have, it is trae, set at defiance the positive enact- 
ments of Congress, laughed at the restrictions im- 
posedon them; and yet we are to endure and 
countenance all this, aad submit to another exten- 
sion! Sir, I care not what course other members 
may pursue, but I cannor, as a Representative of 
the people, give my sanction to sachan act. I 
would be recreant to the trast cunfided to me, as 


This position, it ` 


one of the watchmen on the tower of liberty, were _ 


I not to sound the alarm, and warn my country- 
men against the strides these incorporations are 
making towards swallowing up the legislative pow- 
er of this country. 

But, sir, I have said that we have no report en- 
abling us to understand the precise condition of 
these institations, which we are now called upen to 
incorporate. I have, however now before me a 
report made to the House in 1836, by a committee, 
to which I call the especial attention of members. 
We may jadge of their present conduct, from what 
has taken place heretofore. 
sylvania, [Mr. Peraixin,} who made a few re- 
marks against this act, was charged with intimating 
that these banks had been dishonestly managed. 
Sir, if he had so alleged, he would have been suas- 
tained by the record now before me. I ask the 
friends of this swindling system to examine this 
document, and see the heavy loss sustained by the 
citi ens of this District, by the failure of these in- 
stitutions, before they record their votes. 

In order that gentlemen may see that I am not 
speaking without the book, I ask leave to read the 
following extract from the report before a'luded to: 

“In 1821, there were in the District of Columbia 
eleven banks, the capital of which amounted to 
$5,214,641; of these, four, whose capitals amounted 
to $1,994,694, have since failed. At different 
periods, at the time of their failure, they had of 
notes in circulation, private and public deposites, 
the aggregate sum of 4741,037. The commitiee 


have not had time to ascertain precisely what pro- ` 


originally capital, amounting together to $3,279,- 
629, of which they have severally purchased up to 
tive amount of $1,258,887, and have now in pledge 
stock for debts to the amount of $205,488 70, which 


: leaves actual capital paid in $1,815,252 30, being 


, gross mismanagement of its affairs. 


My friend from Penn- | 


$1,464,376 70, less than the amount with which 
these institutions commenced operations. 

“Here again the committee must say, that they 
have not had time to ascertain precisely the sum for 
which each share of this stock has been purchased 
That would be a work of 
some labor, and without it an opportunity is not 
offered to decide how large or how small is the 
amount of the speculation which has been made by 
those who hold the residue of the stock of these 
banks. But it may be safely assumed, that when a 
large proportion of the capital stock of a bank has 
been purchased in by the institution, there has been 
It is impru- 
dent for a bank, having notes in circulation, to own 
or loan largely on pledges of its own stock, and it 
is indubitable that large amounts of the stock of a 
bank, skilfully conducted, would not be so far be- 
low par, that no purchaser could be found for it, 
when pledged to secare the payment of a loan at 
six per cent. but the bank itself. 


“From the testimony of a respectable broker, to ` 


be found in the appendix, it appears that the stocks 


of two of these banks have sold as low as fifty per | 


cent. below par. . 

“Jt would be a work of interminable labor to at- 
tempt to ascertain what sum has been lost to the 
community by the depreciation of the notes and 
obligations, other than stock certificates, of the se- 
ven banks now under consideration; or rather, it 
shouid be said of three out of those seven, for the 
committee do not know that the notes of the Bank 
of Metropolis, the Union Bank of Georgetown, 
the Bank of Potomac, or the Farmers’ Bank of 
Alexandria, have ever been below par. Neither 
will the committee undertake to estimate the loss 


“to the public sustained by the depreciation of the 


obligations of the Bank of Washington, the Patri- 


otic Bank of Washington, or of the Farmers’ and | 
occasioned || 


Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, 
chiefly by their suspension of specie pay- 
ments in 1834; neither will they now ex- 
press an opinion as to the justice or pro- 
priety of that measure. There is, in the appendix, 
much evidence to enable the House to decide in- 
telligently on those matters; but they can and will 
advert to portions of that evidence, in support of 
proof already given, to show that the people of this 
District have been grievously injared by the man- 


ner in which these banks have been managed; and | 


that it is the solemn duty of Congress to deliberate 
calmly, and endeavor to provide some guards 


' against arecarrence of those mischiefs, regardless 
' of the clamorous demands of those interested in 


the existing banking establishments, many of 


, whom, too, have profited largely by their abuses, 


“There were four banks in the District which | 


; Suspended specie payments in 1834; one of them 


portion of these stocks was ever in fact paid in ori- ` 


ginally; neither do they know exactly what part of 
these deposites and circolation, if any, have been 
or will be paid or redeemed; but from the price at 
which the obligations of these institutions have been 
sold in the market, it is not unreasonable to con- 
clade that the United States, (the deposites of 
which alone in these banks exceed-d $450,000,) 
and the people of the District, have lost in capital, 
circulation, and deposites, a sum exceeding one 
million seven hundred thousand dollars! 


“The other seven banks, chartered in 1821, (all. 


of which are now petitioning for a recharter,) had 


(the Bank of Alexandria) has‘not applied for a re- ; 


charter, and, consequently, no means have beea 
taken to ascertain the extent of the depreciation of 
its various obligations in the hands of the holders. 
At the time of failure, its capital was $500,000; of 
which $115,565 had been taken by the bank in 
payment of debts. Its notes in circulation, its pub- 
lic and private deposite; amounted to $152,167. 
As this bank has not yet settled with the holders of 
its obligations, it cannot be said, with certainty, 
how much of this amount of property has been lost 


to the public; but we feel warranted in estimating | 


that at least sixty percent. of it (say $350,000) 
may be added to the large sums heretofore named, 


which have been taken from the profits of labor,. 
and been absorbed by adventurers and speculators. 


in currency and stocks. What amount of the 
stock or paper, of the other three banks 
which suspended specie payments, changed 
hands at a discount, cannot be stated fully. 
It appears, from the testumony of several wit- 
nesses who have been examined, and whose tes- 
timony is appended to this report, that large 
amdunts of the stock and notes of these three 
banks, changed hands, at a discount at from fifteen, 
to sixty per cent. And the committee regret to 


) 


discover that several of the directors of these insti- 
tutions, some of whom had, by their own aels, de- 
preciated their obligations, entered the market, aad. 
purchased freely the stock and notes of the banks 
of which they were directors, at a discount, aad 
then paid the paper, thus obtained, into the banir 
at par, in discharge of the debts due from them 
thereto. The extent of these and other specula- 
tions in the currency, of the four banks, may be 
measurably estimated from the fact that they had 
in circulation and in deposttes, at the time of sus- 
pension, $696,471; more than one-half of which 
obligations, together with these stocks, probably 
changed hands in sixty days after the suspension, 
atan averaxe of thirty per cent. discount to the 
original hold r. A considerable porportion of the 
profits of which operations, it appears, were made 
by the directors of these institutions, whose specu- 
lations are certainly reprehensible, as they were 
largely indebted to the several banks committed to 
their care, at the time of their respective failures, 
and had it in their power, by paying in current 
funds, their own notes, to have postponcd, and, in 
all probability, to have prevented entirely those 
disastrous speculations, by which they profited so 
much, while the community suffered so seriously.” 

From this report it will be seen that nearly a miL- 
LION AND A HALF OF DOLLARS have been taken from 
the profits of the labor of the industrious mechanic 
of this District, and absorbed by these bank officers 
and swindling speculators. Has the power of the 
Federal Government become so weak, that. it can- 
not protect the people of this District from these 
outrages? Have these institutions become 80 pow- 
erful, that they can no longer be controlled by le- 


: gislation? Ifso, the days of our glory are num- 


| banks, at a small prefit, 
; lect, to E. Ingle, a director 


| bered, and a moneyed aristocracy will soon be 


established upon the ruins of our Republican insti- . 
tutions; and this, the most glorious nation that ever 
existed, will be numbered with the things that 
“were, but are not.” 

That the House may fully understand the man- 
ner in which the officers of these institutions specu- 
lated in their own paper, I ask leave to read a small 
portion of the evidence taken under oath before 
that Committee: 

First, I give you the evidence of William Jewell, . 
a director of the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of , 
Georgetown: 

“The Bank failed during my absence in, Balti- 
more. After my return, I told Mr. W. W. Cor: 
coran that I wished to exchange.property.I had for . 
stock of the bank, if he should hear of any that 
was fer sale. In a few days he told mẹ that a:. 
widow lady had stock, worth, at par value, $15,000, 
for which we gave her houses and lots assessed. at 
about $8,000. I purchased, also, of another per- 
son, $225 worth of stock, at fifty dollars on, ihe.. 
hundred.. Daring the last winter, I purebased. 
$3,700 worth of stook; at fifty-six dollars per hun- 
dred.” _ 

Next in. order, I present. the evidence of Johre 
Pickerell, a director of the same bank:. 

cI sold, toa lady in Georgetown, a house aod, 
lot, and took, in part payment, $2,900 worth of. 
stock, at seventy-five cents on the dollar. I also 
exchanged property in Washington city, which had 
cost me less than $1,200, for $1,800 worth of stock. 
A few weeks ago, Í purchased of a broker $3,750, 
for fifty-six dollars on the hundred.” 

One more extract, and I have done with. this re-. 
port. It is the tesmony of William Prout, a broker, 
of Washington city. a 

I bought stock of the Washington Bank at fifty. 
cents on the dollar, and Patriotic at seventy-five 
cents on the dollar. I bought paperof the Bank. 


: of ‘Washington, and Farmers’. and Mechanics’ 


Bank of Georgetown, at sixty-five cents on the 
dollar, and the Patriotic at sixty-five cents to the. 
dollar. I purchased notes to an amount exceed;., 
ing $80,000. * * + *: * 8 {œ 
sÍ made frequent sales to the dixectors of the 
Some was sold, I recgl-. 
of the Patriotic, Bank; ` 
te Edward Simmes, a director of the Bank, of., 
Washington; to William A. Bradley, president,of, 
the Patriotic Bank; to. Jonathan Prout and §-J. 
Todd, direetors in the Bank of Washington; and R, 


Simmes, a director of the Farmers’and Mechanics’ 
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Bank of Georgetown. 
these geatiemen I sold these notes, and took, in 

nt, their individual notes, at long dates, 
without interest.” 

Here, sir, you find these bank presidents and di- 
rectors borrowing money out of the banks which 
they controlled, compelling, by their, own acts, 
the banks to suspend, purchasing up their stock and 
notes at a discount of fifty per cent. and paying 
them jin, as a discharge of their liabilities, at par! 
Is this a fair business transaction? Shall I be told 
that all this is honest? If it is so regarded here, 
then you must have a different standard of moral 
honesty from that which we have on the other side 
of the mountains. 

_ Now I,ask you, Mr. Speaker, whether we are to 
incorporate institutions which have been managed 
in this way. Ought we, in any shape or form, te 
countenance this system of swindling? Why, sir, 
if you will give me an act of legislation that will 
enable me to discharge my debts with fifty cents on 


the dollar, I would be able to ride in as fine a four- | 


horse coach, have as splendid an equipage, and as 
many servants in livery, as the president of either 
of these banks! 

The passage of this act must have a deleterious 
influence over the action of the State Governments. 
Here, it is admitted, we:have exclusive jurisdic- 
tion; and if we set the example of rechartering 
banks while in a state of suspension, who can tell 
how many of the States will follow in our foot- 
steps? The immense power exercised by these in- 
stitutions is truly alarming. You have now neatly a 
thousand of these shaving machines in the nation, 
the owners of which precure a livelihood by the 
sweat and toil of their neighbors. You will find 
the Officers, agents, and dependants of the banks, in 
our Nationa! as well as State councils. In 1816, 
when the banking interest in this country was mach 
less powerful than it is now, John Randolph of 
Roanoke said, upon this floor, “Every man you 
meet, in this House or out of it, with some rare ex- 
teptions, which only serve to prove the rule, is 
either a stockholder, president, cashier, clerk, door- 
keeper, runoer, engraver, paper-maker, or me- 
ehanic, in some way or other, to a bank.” 

Now, sir, I can turn round and see the officers 
of these District banks in the lobbies and galleries 
of this House, attempting, by their persuasive elo- 
quence, to satisfy members that expediency and 
sound policy require their renewal! Yes, sir, they 
have obtruded themselves upon the deliberations of 
Congress, and are endeavoring to influence ils ac- 
tion. Their anxious countenance’. bespeak the 
deep pecuniary interest they have in this measure. 
Gentlemen would have us believe that this bill will 
be. an accommodation to the citizens -of this Dis- 
trict. Sir, itis a mistake. Some of these officers, 
who profess to be Democrats, have much more re- 
gard for their own pecuniary interests than the 

j of their neighbors. These charters are to 

be extended, not for the accommodation of 
the industrious farmer or the hard-fisted mechanic, 
but in order to enable some of these lordly aristo- 
crats, now in my eye, to enjoy luxury and ease. at 
the peor man’s expense. 

I rejoice, Mr. 8 , that there is a portion of 
the people of this District who are opposed to the 
renewal of these charters. I read you the memo- 
rial of a part of the citizens of Georgetown: 

“The memorial of the andersigned, citizens of 
Georgetown, D. C. respectfully represents: 

“That the suspension of payment by the banks 
of tbe Distriet of Columbia is a gross and palpable 
violation of their charters, by which valuable privi- 
leges were conferred upon them; that it is an ont- 
rage upon the moral sense of the commanity in 
which they are situated; debasing and demoralizing 
in its tendency and example; and a grievous inju- 
ry and oppression upon those who are compelled 
to take their notes at their nominal value in pay- 
ment for their labor. 3 

“That the mere association of a namber of indi- 
viduals, in the form of a chartered company, gives 
them no license for dishonesty, or impunity for 
erime, in their aggregate, more than in their indi- 
vidual capacity. 

- “That the bankig institutions of the District 
having been chartered professedly for the purpose 
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of promoting the interests and convenience of the 


inhabitants thereof, we are the best, and should be 
the only judges in what manner our interests and 
convenience are best promoted. 

“That at the suspension of payment of the banks 
of this District, in the second week of October, 
1839, they hadin circulation upward of seven hun- 
dred thousand paper dollars, which by that act 
were depreciated twelve and a half per cent. in- 
flicting a loss of upward of one hundred thousand 
dollars upon the holders thereof; that the rates of 
depreciation, since that period, have ranged from 
twelve and a half to eight per cent. thus filching 
from the working man from one-eighth to one- 
twelfth of the nominal amount received as the 
wages of his labor. 


A BILL to continue the corporate existence of the 


banks of the District of Columbia for certain 

purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives, &c. That the provisions, restrictions, and 
enactments of the act of Congress of the 25th May, 
1838, entitled “an act to extend the charter of the 
Union Bank of Georgetown, in the District of Co- 
lumbia,” be, and the same are hereby extended to 
the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, 
the Bank of the Metropolis, the Bank of Washing- 
ton, the Patriotic Bank of Washington, the Bank of 


| the Potomac and the Farmers’ Bank of Alex- 


“That the practical operation of this state of | 
things in the District is, that while those who are ; 
in the service of the Government receive their com- 


pensation in gold and silver, their neighbors are 
compelled to receive, asa return for their labor, 
depreciated bank paper; thus constituting, empha!i- 
cally, one currency for the Government, and 
another for the people. 

“They therefore pray your honorable body to 
take sach measures as may, at the earliest possible 
day, compel the banks of the District to fulfil their 
obligations by the resumption of specie paymeats, 
or that they be required to assign their property 
for the benefit of their creditors, and wind up their 
affairs.” : 

This memorial is signed by forty-nine citizens, 
and proves that there at leastthat number of free 
and independent men, who properly understand 
their interests, and dare to come into this House 
and protest against the extension of the charters 
of these suspended banks. Sir, I do not know, 
personally, a single individual upon that memorial; 
bat they have my respect for the independence 
they have manifested in coming forward, bearding 
the lion in his den, and asserting the principles of 
Democracy, in despite of the frowns of these purse- 
proud bankers. : 

I cannot close my remarks without calling upon 
my Democratic friends to come up to the rescue. 
I invoke them to come forward and defeat this 
measure. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Unpeawoop} tells us that this ought not to be 
made a party question! Sir, it is a party question 
~—a question involving principles upon which the 
two parties in this country have divided. The sub- 
ject of the currency has occupied the attention of 

this House for a large portion of the present ses- 
sion, and will continue to agitate the public mind 
for many years to come. The Democrats have 
been endeavoring to redeem the country from an 
irredeemable currency; they have been advocating 
the necessity of divorcing the Genera) Government 
in its fiscal operations, from all connection with 
banks; they have been denouncing the present sys- 
tem as unjust, and in violation of every princip‘e 
of equal rights; they have been zealous in exposing 
the swindling practices of these institutions, and 
calling upon the people to effect a radical refor- 
mation in them—and now, sir, are we io be told 
that a measure involving the question of whether 
banks which have violated the law, refused to 
comply with their contracts, mocked at your legis- 
lation, and purchased up at a heavy discount their 
own notes, ssould not be made a party question? 
Sir, fasten these irredeemable shinplaster manufac- 
tories upon the people, and, my word for it, the 
men who are now invoking you not to make this 
a party question will be the first to reproach you 


` after the deed is dene. : 


In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I trust that the po- 
litical party with which ! act will present an undi- 
vided front against this bill. I ask them to come 
up and meet this question manfully, and show by 
their votes their adherence to Democratic princi- 
ples. If, however, in despite of the evidence I 
have produced, and the arguments which bave 
been urged, they shail be rechartered, I shall have 
the proud consolation of knowing that I have 
raised my feeble voice against them. 


July 2, 1840. 
The following bill was introduced by Mr. Hou- 
Leman of Virginia, viz: 


andria; Provided, That whenever in the original 
act the 1st of July, 1838, occurs, it shall be so con- 
strued as to mean the 4th of July, 1840; and when- 
ever the Ist of July, 1842, occurs, it shall be con- 
strued to mean the 4th of July, 1844. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired whether it made no dis- 


` tinction in favor of the Patriouc Bank, which never 
. bad suspended specie payments? 


Mr. HOLLEMAN replied that it did not. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD gave notice of his intention 
to offer the following amendment in case the bill of 
Mr. Hotieman should not meet with favor: 

“That the several acts of Congress creating and 


' granting charters to the several bamks in the District 


of Columbia which were in force on the Ist day of 
July, 1840, be, and thesame are hereby, continued 


' in full force for the term of two years from and 


after the 4th day of July, 1840: Provided, however, 
That no one of the existing banks shall declare or 
make any dividend of its profits among its stock- 
holders during the time it fails to pay specie fur its 
notes: And provided, further, That all the profits 
hereafter made by any one of the said banks over 
and above six per cent. upon its capital, clear of 
expenses, shall be paid over to the cerporate au- 
thorities of the.city in which such bank is located: 
And provided, further, That said banks shall seve- 
rally resume the payment of specie for their notes 
thrown into circulation, within ninety days from 
the said 4th of Jaly, 1840.” 

After a few remarks by Messrs. HOLLEMAN 
and UNDERWOOD, i 

Mr. DAWSON ot Georgia said that the mea- 
sure now under consideration was very important 
to a large portion of the free, but unrepresented, 
people of the United States; and it became gentle- 
men to act in this matter with the respect doe to 
themselves and to a mass of the community whose 
interests were confided to their care. Mr. D. went 
on to observe that.he considered the present ques- 
tion, when viewed in all its aspects, as the most 
important one which had occurred during the pre- 
sent session of Congress; it was nothing less than 
the grand “hard money scheme” of the Adminis- 
tration carried cut in its first application. Gentle- 
men might cover it up as they pleased, but it came . 
to that; it was the question whether, in a distriet 
over which Congress exercised undisputed sway, 
they should at once abolish all banks. and credit, 
and rely on ahard money circulation? . That was 
the question. A portion of this House (said Mr. 
D.) have declared that all banks in this District are 
te come to an end, and then all bank currency 
must cease with them. Another portion of the 
party say they are for banks with certain limita- 
tions; but they are to be of a temporary character, 
and all looking toa winding up of bank concerns; 
and this final winding up must be accomplished 
within two years. Let me refer to the language 
employed by a gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
VANDERPOEL,] who is considered. as one of the 
leaders of the Administration party in this House. 
He told us that we ought now so to develope the 
principles of the Sub-Treasury bill that the States 
might carry out the system, and reduce the coan- 
try to a hard money currency. We are to set an 
example, he says, in this District, for the States to 
follow. 

[Mr. VANDERPOEL here interposed, and was 
very anxious to explain. Mr. Dawson for some 
time refused to yield the floor, wishing the explana- 
tion to be deferred until the gentleman should make 
his reply; at length, however, he yielded, when 
Mr. VanpeRPorL explained that what he had said, 
or meant to say, was this: that banks, under a 
state of suspension, exerted a demoralizing influ- 
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ence; that they exhibited a demoralizing aptitude 
to rush into a state of suspension whenever it did 


not suit their convenience to pay their debts; and | 


that Congress was bound to set an example in op- 
position to this spirit.] 

Mr. Dawson resumed. It was then the moral 
tendencies of the conduct of the banks that induced 
the very honorable and conscientious gentleman to 
oppose them. [A laugh.] Well, sir, the gentle- 
man votes to wind up the affairs of all the District 
banks, because their suspension had an immoral 
tendency. 


Has the Patriotic Bank suspended. | 
Does it not now redeem its billson presentation? And? : 


' talk about “indulgence” to the banks. 
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poorer and middling class of people into the hands 
of rich landlords and money holders. Houses, the 
fruit of hard earnings and jong saving—houses that 


| cost the owner $10,000, will go, before his eyes, 


under the hammer of the auctioneer, for $1,500 or 
$1,000; all to carry out your beautiful scheme of 
“reform” anda “hard money currency!” You 
Ts it not 


` amazing that gentlemen will talk about bank direc- 


does not.the bill before you put this bank on the | 
same footing with all the rest? Is itthe immorality ` 


of paying its notes for which this bank is to be de- 
stroyed? No, sir; no. 


This was not the gentleman’s ground. He was i 


for having us setan example here by winding up 
all banks, and leaving the people of the District to 
a hard money circulation. It is due to the country 
—-due to candor and magnanimity, to develope the 
true issue, and not by unworthy subterfuges to ai- 
tempt to conceal it. I bave said this is an imper- 
tant, an all-important question; and “now is the 


tors as preud arisiccrats, rag barons, rolling in 
splendor and luxury, when it is a well known fact 
‘hat the banks have never averaged a profit over 
seven per cent? Why the “great monster” itself 
never realized to the steckholders over six per cent. 
on their money. Yet with language like this in their 
mouths, gentiemen will pass this bill, driving every 


: Money borrower to the usurer or shaving shop, to 


: be benefited? 


time, and now is the hour” to discuss and settle it; 


to form the great issue before the country; and to let 
the people of this land know that there is a party in 
Congress who are determined to roll the wheel of 
ruthless ex'erm'nation over all State banks, and 
thus te prostrate with them the rights of the Siates. 
Gentlemen may think to deceive the people; but let 
me tell them the people are wide awake, notwith- 


Standing all the poppies that have been flung over - 


their eyes. Iam ready now to meet the question. 


Istand on the old Coaservative ground; I go for ` 


preserving the institutions of the country, and the 
rights of the individuals connected with them. I 


save him from a jail. There is the sheriff levying 


on allhe has in the world, and there stands his `° 


poor wife wringing her hands and clasping her | 
weeping babes to her bosom, while her husband in | 
an agony is offering twenty-five per cent. for mo- ` 
ney to the usurer or shaver to postpone the hour of 
their final ruin. How are these money lenders to 


ler: no: if you want to encourage and fa'ten usu- 
rers and shavers, and make bank directors, already 
rich, still richer, cut off all banks at a blow, annu! 
their charters, and compel them to enforce their de- | 
mands on the community. While millions are 
due the banks, they have only to take off enough 
to redeem their circulation, and they pocket the 


if you can only carry out your plan—if you can 
but go through the States and induce their Legis- 
latures to do as you are doing, I say that, barring 


` “stoplaws” and “relief laws,” no property in the 
; whole country will be equal to bank stock, and no 


am against destroying the relations of creditor and ` 


debtor. I wilt net vote to depreciate the value of 
property—to raise the value of money, and thereby 
to empower the creditor to bring all the property of 
the debtor under the hammer. That will be the 
operation of the bill. That is the question on one 
or the other side of which we are now to range our- 
selves. Will you, by voting for this bill, appreci- 
ate money one handred per cent. and depreciate all 
property fitty per cent.? Willyou throw the proper- 
ty of this District into the hands of the moneyed men, 
and thus make the rich richer, and the poor poor- 
ert You know well that I am not one of those who 
love to dwell on the invidious distinction between 
rich and poor; aad though I make no hypocritical 
pretensions of sympathy, when it thus comes to ac- 
tion, I am not willing to destroy that kind of indul- 
gence extended by the banks:to the people in this Dis- 
trict, and thereby force their property into market. 
Por who, I ask, are to be the beneficiaries from this 
Splendid act of reform? I answer, the stockholders 
of these banks and public cfficers. The banks of 
this District hive two millions and a half of doi- 
lars due to them from. the citizens, whose notes 


| 
balance. This is setus as an example; and I say, 
people be made so rich as usurers and shavers. 
The effect of your reform is to deprec ate a'l pro- 
perty, to make the stockholder plaintiff, and the 
borrower defendant. 

I have a letter from my own State, from which I | 
vered a judgment ordered the sheriff to levy on the 
defendant’s property and compel him to pay in 
specie, the indignation of the neighborhood was 
aroused to such a degree that they went to the she- 
riff and asked him to stop sale, and then to the 
plaintiff in a state of sach excitement that they 
could scarce be restrained from violence, remon- 
strating against such oppression and revolting cru- 
elty. Yet we are now called upon to do this very 
thing, and to do it in the name of the General Go- 
vernment, that it may be held up as an example to 
the State Governments. Well, sir, let the example 


:, be carried out; let those who are for compelling the 


; defenceless people of this District to use no- 


, improvement in the same hard currency. 


they have discounted; the amount of their paper ' 


circulation is about $650,000; the specie capital in 
taeir vaults is about $420,000; now taking these 
$420,000 from the $650,000, and it leaves about 
$200,000 to pay, while they have two millions and 
a half to receive. Under these circumstances, 
what do you do? You, friends of the people—you, 
wha are no more Democrats at heart than I am, yet 
tell tae dear people so much more adout your De- 
mocracy—what, | ask, do you do? 

At une blow you cut off the five heads of these 
District banks, and throw them bleeding into this 


_ten miles square; and you tell them, now die, clos- 
up your earthly concerns, for you may live no 
longer. Wel, whatis the resuli? They must sue | 


their debtors, and bring their property to the ham- 
mer. And who will buy it? Tne office holders first, 
and then the stockholders; and where is the poor 
debtor? Borne dowr—crushed—brought with his 
family to rain and desolation; and brouzht by 
whom? By this House—by you, who call yeurselves 
the people’s friends. For the sake of your politi- 


cal experiment of bringing a “hard money curren- | 


cy” into this devoted District, you stand by with 
stony hearts, and look upan the ruin of these de- 
fenceless people as if it were a spectacle exhibited 
at a theatre, You throw all the property of the 


thing but hard money, go into their own States and 
get their State Legislatures to collect the taxes in 
hard eain, and to pay for all their works of internal 
Try it 
there, and how long do you think your Govern- 
ment will exist? Will you not have a revolution 
as surely as you make the trial? Then I say that 
we have been here fighting these two days past in 
ambassade; neither side has come up boldly to the 
issue. I cali upon you to come from the- bushes 
and show your faces. Do to the people of this Dis- 
trict as you are willing to do to the people of your 
own State. I call upon you Virginians, and you 
Representatives from Maryland, to treat the people 
of the District of Columbia as you are prepared to 
treat the citizens of Virginia and Maryland. Then 
your people will know what itis you mean, and 
what they have to expect. Yet, while you are 
voting here to destroy these banks because they 
have suspended specie payment, (though one of | 
them has not,) you will vote, at home, to recharter 
your own suspended banks and to legalize their 
suspension. Is this giving to the people of the 
District equal rights? Your conscience says, No! 
These people consider themselves, and justly so 
consider themselves, as trampled on. Ought we 
not to do something to alleviate their distresses? 
All they ask of you is to do to them as the State f 


learn that, when a certain plaintiff who had reco- 


‘Legislatures do to the people of the States. All 


they demand is, that yoa will treat them as Ameri- 
can citizens. Do this, and it is all we ask, 
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The proposition of the bonorable gentleman from 
Maryland, (Mr. Tuomas,] with the amendment of 
the honorable gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Un- 
DERWOOD,] wil. do this. Indulge them at least for 
two years. Who, I ask, should best understand 
the affairs of this District and the necessities and 
wishes of its inhabitants? Is it not the gentlemen 
whose local situation brings them nearest to the 
District? And who are these? Are they not the 
gentlemen from Maryland? And now what do we 
see? Who feels the most anxiety for their relief? 
The two gentlemen from Maryland, Messrs. Jonn- 
son and Jeniree ] These gentleman are not will- 
ing that Congress shall set its heel upon this Dis- 
trict and grind its citizens to powder. They are 
not willing that you should treat them as rats in a 
receiver—mere subjects of experiment. This Dis- 
trict, ceded to your Government, and confided to 
its parental care, 1s not a garden platin which to 
try new-fangled experiments. Its inhabitants are 
American;—American citizens; and they are not 
to be practised on in this way. Ifyou want to try 


': your new schemes, take a wider field. Let the 


zealous gentleman gentleman from New York [Mr. 
VANDERPVEL] go to the great Empire State, and 
there let him proclaim his hard-money doctrines. 
If, indeed, I have mistaken his real views—if he is 
not in favor of prostrating banks and introducing a 
metallic currency—I shall rejoice from the bottom 
of my heart. It will cause me the liveliest joy to 
hail him as a conservative, and join him in an effort 
to save the country. 

{now move you that this whole subject be re- 
ferred to a select committee, with instructions to 
report a bill to this House to-morrow at 11 o’clock. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said that the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] had, unintentionally, 
no doubt, made a false issue. He conld not con- 
ceive how he could have so far misunderstood the 
observations he (Mr. V.) made yesterday. He 
knew that the gentleman would not designedly mis- 
represent him. He would not, and could not, 
imagine that he had imputed to him (Mr. V.) sen- 
timents which he never uttered, to furnish himself 
with a pretext for exhibiting bimself to us in that 
irredeemable character in which he had just pre- 
sented himself. Mr. V. ceuld reciprocate the ex- 
pressions of surprise in which the genileman had 
indulged, and say that he was astonished, yes, as- 
tounded, at the fact that he would become the adve- 
cate of institutioas whose motto seemed to be, 
“ [RREDEEMABLE, IRREDEEMABLE TO THE LAST.” 
And in support of what he (Mr. V.) did say, he 
was willing to accept the challenge of the gentle- 
man, and go with him before the people of the 
“Empire State,” and there plead before the labor- 
ing men and farmers of that great Commonwealth. 
He would there argue with him the bold and 
naked question, whether it was right, whether it 
was moral, to recharter a number of banks who 
refused to pay their debts; who were constantly 
issuing irredeemable paper, with a full knowledge 
that the laboring man and the market woman who 
happened to come possessed: of it, must, in order to 
raise actual money upon it, be subjected toa loss of 
from five to ten per cent. He knew the moral 
sense, the sense of right, of the proud and pros- 
perous people of that great State. They would 
never again, for a moment, tolerate in their banks 
this irredeemable, this profligate position, in which 
the institutions of this District now presented them- 
selves. The prevailing ethics of New York would 
save her people from the loss—her character from 
the degradation inseparable from a gross and dar- 
iag violation of law and duty on the part of all 
her moneyed institutions, and it was this fact, this 
conviction, that the Legislature would never again 
wink at such demoralizing delinquency, that had, 
perhaps, as much as any other cause, induced the 
banks of New York to hold on to their duty, and 
to exhibit to the world the comparatively proud 
spectacle they now presented. No, sir, no. Pub- 
lic opinion there would not tolerate another suspen- 
sion. The bank, then, that shail dare to suspend 
again, will, at once, be consigned, by public opi- 
nion, to where such an act wiil prove her legiti- 
mately to belong. I mean, to the vortex of irre. 
trievable bankraptcy. They never diddo—the Legis- 
lature of New York would never dare to do, whay 
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she Bank Whigs here were so ready to do—rechar- 
w. a whole batch of bauks while in a state of sus- 
pension. The most itdid when the banks of New 
York suspended specie payments in 1837, was, for 
the term of one year only, to save the.n from pro- 
ovedings of the Attorney General to enforce a for- 
feitare of their charters, at the expiration of which 
they were obliged to resume. 
for farther grace; nor weuld it have been granted, 
had it been asked for. This the bank: knew full 
well. No man who then lived in New York could 
have mistaken the public pulse upon this subject. It 
was on the side of daty—on the side of morality— 
on the side of fidelity to moral and solemn engage- 
ments; not on the side where we have found the 
IRREDEEMABLE Whigs of this House. He hoped 
ever to see in his native State too bhigh a tone of 
morals, to regard with an indulgent eye that posi- 
tion of delinquency—of open violation, on the part 
of ibe banks, of the very laws that created them— 


hey did not ask | 


which the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Dawson] | 
seemed to regard as quite venial, if not praisewor- . 


thy. If the time should ever come when such indul- | 


gence shz!l be too easily cherished, and too freely 
accorded, then he would be prepared to beheve that 
the days of her honor, her good faith, and, with 
it, her boasted prosperity, had departed. 

But the gentleman insists, that in the remarks 
he (Mr. V.) made yesterday, he made a decided de- 
monstation in tavor of an exclusive hard money 
currency, by vay of carrying out the Sub-Treasa- 
ry plan. Sir, either his (Mr. V's) mode of ex- 
pressing himself must be very unfortunate and 
confused, or the gentieman’s powers of comprehen- 
sion are very much at fault; for he surely meant to 
make nc demonstration in favor of an exclusive 
hard money currency. What he said was, that 
the banks had made a solemn compact with the 
Government, and, through it, with the people, 
that, in consideration of ial and very valuable 
powere granted them, they had had solemnly agreed 
to redeem ali tneir liabilities in gold and silver; 
that this was one of the very conditions of their 
charters, the violation of which rendered their char- 
ters void; that while in a state of open and unblush- 
img violation of this vital condition of the law of 
their creation, they came to us and asked as for 
an extension of their corporate existence, without 
our even hiating at the delinquent and unjust po- 
sition they occupied; and that there was found in 
this House a stong party, ready and willing to re- 
gard this non-payment of their Habilities a mere 
peocadillo, that did not merit our censure, or even 
our attention, when they called upon us to grant 
them an additional boon! This is the length and 
breadth of what he said, and meant to say, on that 
occasion. Yes, he freely accepted the challenge of 
the gentleman from Georgia, and would tell him 
that he was williog to go before the hard-handed 
and trae-hearted laborers of his native State, and 
say to them, “ These are the banks that we refuse 
to recharter, without, at least, inserting in the 
act to recharter them, some provision that shall 
-drive them back to their duty. We cannot, 
as your faithfal representatives, pass, in ap- 
proving silence, over such delinquency. We 
cannot see their poor bill holders constantly shaved 
from five to ten per cent. without marking with our 
disapprobation the state of things which conduces 
to such losses.” This, sir, wonld be the tone and 
language he would assume before the high minded 
people of New York; and he was very sure he 
woald receive from them an approving response. 
They would not, for such sentiments, be quite as 
ready, as is the gentleman from Georgia, fur utter- 
ing such sent ments and assuming such a position, 
to suspect him of too strong hard money predilec- 


ions. 

Bat he would go a step further towaris showing 
that he had not assumed a cruel and un‘eeling po- 
sition towards these banks, by refusing to grant 
them an unqualified recharter while in a state of 
suspension. Not only had they been fortunate 
eacugh to cease, but they had been impudent 
==yes, impudent enough to declare dividends of 
profits while in a state of suspension! This surely 
deserved the reprobation of every jast and high 
miaded man. Dividends of profits n ade when 
every one of their bill holders was losing from 


1 nature. 


five to ten per cent! How much more noble, how 
much more laudable to have foregone a little pro- 
fit, and thereby enabled themselves to adhere to 
their duty—to the redemption of their paper. But 
no, it had come to this, at least, in a large section 
of our country: if there was smooth sailing—if it 
was perfectly convenient for the banks to adhere to 

je payments—they would redeem their bills; but 
if it became necessary to submit to a little loss, or 


forego a considerable amount of profit, to enable | 
them to continue in the line of their duty, why, | 


then, they very quietly and unceremoniously glided 
into the smooth and rlacid waters of suspension; 
and we, sir, were called ‘“‘Destructives and vile 
Locofocos,” because we dared to raise the voice 
of remonstrance against this course—because we 
would not consent to recharter these banks, with- 
out, at least, administering a little spur—a little 
hint, by way of reminding them of their duty— 


without some provision for their emerging from . 


this irredeemable position in which they approach- 
edus. Go on, gentlemen Whigs, (said Mr. V.) 
and reap all the glory of your unrighteous forbear- 
ance. Grant to delinquent institutions acts of am- 
nesty and pardon; nay, approbation, as often as you 
please. Ienvy not the glory you are to derive 
from such charity and such indulgence. In this 
career of charity to the privileged few, and cruelty 
to the many, you are only acting out a law of your 


the whole community, who are bled almost to faint- 
iog, all around you, by the agency of suspended 
bapks, you are true to your principles and to 
yourselves, by forgetting the suffering of the many 
in the intensity of your regard for the interests of 
the few. It is strange, “passing strange,” that you 
do not begin to repent—to change your policy when 
you reflect upon your past folly, in regard to that 
mammoth institation, which was the first to 
lead off in this leap to suspension. She 
is the author and finisher of the present mis- 
chief, which the country is saforing. She 
was your pet, your darling, your all in all; 
your Artas, which was to stand firm when all the 
smaller horde should be swept away, and “leave 
not a wreck behind.” Where, now, is your “great 
regulator,” without which you have so often told 
us that all your moneyed institutions weuld explode? 
There she lies, bankrupt, if net rotten. She is 
yours, with ali her abominations, all her putres- 
cence about her. You are wedded to her by too 
many acts of past affection, to be able now to 
shake her off. Sheis one of the many millstone: 
about your neck, which are soon, very soon, to 
sink you, to settle yoar doom as a party. 

[Mr. Dawson here asked Mr. V. if he did not 
state on yestesday that we had nothing to expect 
from the States and as that was the cause,it was the 
daty of Congress to set an example from this Dis- 
trict.] 

Mr. Yanprreoxt said he did say, and he would 
again say, that as the proposition to recharter these 
banks was forced upon us, and was not one of our 
own seeking, it was our duty here tosetan exam- 
ple to the irredeemable portion of this confederacy. 
This was what he said, and if the gentleman 
would look at the whole context, he would no 
longer be in error as to the import of what he said. 
What further did he say? Did he not say that he 
was willing to go for these banks, if the bill con- 
tained a provision that they should resume specie 
payments within sixty days, and they should, in 
the mean time, be prohibited from issuing irredeem- 
able paper? Did this look Jike a disposition, on his 
part, tu persecute the banks, to drive the people at 
once into an exclusively hard money currency? If 
the States, where the banks had suspended, were 
too lax in their notions of what was due to the 
community from the banks, ortoo much in their 
power to drive them back to their duty, was it true 
that we, too, were thus trammelled? Was this 
Congress so entirely under the control of the banks 
of this District, that it dare not refuse to renew 
their charters while in a state of suspension; dare 
not even utter a sentiment of rebuke against them; 
but act as if it were actually bound to endorse and 
legal.ze it? No, he trusted that we would set a bet- 
ter example to the Slates south of the “great re- 
gulator,” whose moneyed institutions were now 


If we look to the rights and interests of | 


exhibiting a spectacle that was a reproach to our 
whole country, that disparaged us as a nation in 
the eyes of foreign nations. He had seen this, he had 
felt it, when journeying among foreigners and 
strangers. Talk to them about our glorious insti- 
tations—the rapid advances we are making in all 
that seems to elevate the great masses, and render 
them happy, and the response you will invariably 
get is, “yes; but look at your repeated moneyed 
crises, the frequent suspensions of your banks, the 
fluctuations in yor.r currency, and the instability of 
prices, consequent upon these things.” These 
they would attribute to our political institutions. 
These would they say are some of the dear penal- 
ties you have to pay for your Democratic liberty. 
And did it not behcove us, when a fair call, a pro- 
per occasion presented itself to us, as far as in us 
lay, to vindicate our country and our institutions 


: from such reproach? If we did not show to the world 


that we felt ahigh moral duty resting opon us in 
reference to corporations in such a predicament, 
what could we expect from the States, embarrassed, 
trammelled, and connected, as too many of them 
were, with these institutions? The course he, and 
those with whom he acted, pursued, did not imply 
a dispositionto war against all banks, and drive 
the country into the use of an exclusive metallic 
currency. It was dictated by considerations of 
honor, by a regard for the obligations of morality 
and positive duty, by a regard for the honor of the 
country. 

But the gentleman from Georgia has drawn a 
sad picture of distress, which he imagines will re- 
sult to the banks, if we drive them back to specie 


. payments. They will be obliged to press their 
. debtors, if we compel them to resume specie pay- 


ments, or refuse to recharter them, and, therefore, 


. we must extend their existence, and permit them 


to go on in their career of suspension until they 
shall graciously please to resume. Sir, where is 
this argument to end? If inconvenient to return 
to their duty now, if they cannot do it now, with- 
out grievously oppressing their debtors, may they 
not, under this argument, enjoy a perpetual suspen- 
sion? It there was any thing in this argument 
now, the longer the banks remained out of the line 
of their daty, the stronger would it grow. This 
argument rather proceeded on the assumption that 
the banks themselves would not make very formi- 
cable sacrifices to enable them to resume; that their 
debtors must pay the whole of the requisite penalty. 
If this were so, he deplored it, but he could not 
help it. The debtors of the banks were few, com- 
pared to the entire community within the range of 
their circulation, the whole of which was subjected 
to daily losses from the present condition of 
thiogs. If the suffering of the few, who had vo- 
luntarily conneeted themselves with these insting- 
tions were necessary to bring them back to their 
duty, and save this whole community from daily 
losses, much as he might commiserate such suffer- 
ing, it did not furnish with him a motive strong 
enongh to induce him to tell the:e banks to go on in 
their unlawful and immoral career, and terminate 
it only when it suited their convenience. 

But was it true that the friends of the Adminis- 
tration had wholly refused to recharter these banks? 
On the contrary, most of them had voted for the 
bill as amended, and, as he thought, improved, by 
the amendments offered by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Perrixin] and the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Coorzr.| Those provisions 
were simple, but salutary. They embraced the 
principle of immediate resumption, and liability 
of the president and directors of the banks for 
engagements entered into during their administra- 
tion of its affairs. With these improving and re- 
forming principles, he, (Mr. V.) and most of those 
with whom he acted, voted for the bill to extend 
the charters for two years. A majority of you, 
gentlemen Federal Whigs, voted against the bill, 
because it contained provisions, looking to the 
safety of the community. You were true to your- 
selves—to your principles—for you would not vote 
for any bill that contained a spur to prick on the 
banks to their duty; for any bill, that contained 
provisions unpalatable to the banks, and calcu- 
lated to secure the public against their frauds 
and their suspensions. Go with us, then, before 
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the tribunal of the American people, and let them 
determine whose course upon this subject has been 
most consistent with good faith, morality, and 
triotism. 
The debate was further continued till the ad- 


journment by Messrs. JOHNSON of Maryland, - 


HOLLEMAN, and HOPKINS. 
Fripay, July 3d. 

The same subject being up for consideration, 
Mr. WELLER remarked as follows: 

“I regret, Mr. Speaker, that it has become ne- 
cessary ior me again to obtrude myself upon the 
House, in order to correct some of the misrepre- 
sentations of gentlemen who have preceded me. 
The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Dawson] has, 
with a vast deal of warmth, announced to the 
House that the issue now presented is, whether 


or not we shall have an exclusive metallic curren- | 


cy; or, id other words, he charges the friends of 
the friends of the Administration with an effort to 
break down all the banking institutions of the 
country. The gentleman cannot, by declaiming 
against an exclusive hard money currency, change 
_ the issue, or divert the attention of the House from 
it. . Whenever an effort is mace to expose the 
iniquities of the banks, and show to the people the 


fraucs which have been practised upon them, we | 
arecharged with hostility to all banks, and enemies | 


to the credit system!. Sir, I will tell the gentle 
man from Georgia what the issues are which have 
been presented since this subject has- beea under 
discussion. . One issue is, shall we incorporate for 
two years banks which are in a state of suspension, 


standing out in copen violation of the law, or shall | 


we compel them to wind up? Upon that issue, sir, 

which was involved: in the origioal bill, as it came 

to this House, the Whigs, as a party, supported the 
- bill, and the Democrats opposed it. 


The next issue presented, was in an amendment — 


to the original bill, in these words:” 

“Provided, That said banks shall not issue notes 
of a less denomination than ten dollars.” 
- Upon this question, the vote stood—ayes 96, noes 


76. Nota single Whig voted in the affirmative, 


and but one Democrat in the negative. iis 
Another issue was presented in the following 
amendment: 
«And be it enected, That in case said banks, or 


either of them, shall refuse or fail to pay their | 


notes in specie, on demand of asy person, such 


person shall and may have remedy by judgment i 


and execution at law, at a notice of ten days, be- 
fore any justice of the peace of said District.” 

In the affirmative there are eighty-six Democrats 
and two Whigs. In the negative, sixty-four Whigs 
and six Democrats. 

A vote.was then taken on the following amend- 
ment: 

“Pyovided, also, That the president and directors 

of each of said banks shall be jointly and seve- 
-Tally, in their iadividaal capacity, Mable for all 
notes issued or debts contracted by said banks, re- 
speetively, from and after the day this act goes into 
effect, to be recovered as other debts of a like 
amount may at the time be by law recovera- 
ble.” : 

On this question, there were ninety Democrats 
and two Whigs for the proposition. Against it, 
seventy-seven Whigs and thirteen Democrats. 

The following amendment was then proposed: 


: nomination 
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certain day, fiom issuing bills of a less denomina- 
tion than twenty dollars, the vote was: For the pro- 
position, Democrats, eighty-three; Whigs, none. 
Against it, Whigs, eighty-eight, Democrats, ten. 
Now, sir, these are some of the issues which 
have been presented, and I rejoice that we have had 
an opportunity of testing the sense of the two par- 
ties on these questions. I desire that my coun ry- 
men should particularly remember that the Whigs 
in Congress, asa party, voted for extending the 
charters of suspended bagks—banks which have 


Suffered their paper to depréciate in this city from 
| six to twelve per cent.—that they voted against 


prohibiting them from issuing notes of a less de- 
than ten dollars—that they voted 
against compelling them to redeem their notes in 


. specie, or fforfeit their charters—that they voted 
' against making the officers individually liable for 


“And be it further enacted, ‘That in case the said 
-banks, or either of them, shall refuse or fail io ` 
pay their notes in specie, on demand of any | 


person, such per on shall and may have remedy 
by judgment and execation at law, at a notice of 


ten days, before any justice of the peace of said — 


District.” 


Upon this question, there were ninety-six Demo- 


crats and one Whig in the afirmative. In the ne- 
gative, seventy Whigs and six Democrats.. 
Another issue was presented in these words: 
“Provided, That their notes, at all times, shall be 
redeemable by specie, or, on failure thereof, their 
cnarters shali be forfeited.” = 
‘The vote stond, on this amendment, as follows: 


For it, ninety-nine Democrats and iwo- Whigs; 


against it, seventy Whigs and three Democrats. 


- {Upon the question prohibiting the banks, after a 


‘the issues. 


If an individual gives his note to his 
neighbor for ten dollars, you compel him to pay it; 
and if he has a dollar’s worth of property, you sa- | 
crifice it for the benefit of the creditor. But a baak 
may issue it paper, suspend payment, violate ils 
contracts; and all this, in the estimation of Whig . 
orators, is a fair, honest business transaction ! 
a private citizen swindles another out of five dol- 
lars, he is sent to the penitentiary, and confined for 
a series of years in a loathsome dungeon; . but a 
bank may swindle the holder of its bills with per- 
fect impunity, and the officer whose pecuniary inte- 
rest is thus advanced struts your streets with the 
pompoesity ofa hereditary Jord! Why this dis- 
tinction? Is not the moral sense of the commanity 
debased where such things aretolerated? And am 
I to record my vote in favor of such a demoralizing 
system? Why, sir, I should be ashamed to look 
wy honest constituents in the face. 

The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Dawson] says 
that these banks have loaned out, in the District, 
two and a half millions of dollars; and that, if they 
are compelled to wind up, distress will fall upon the 
mechanic, the laboring man, and the widows and 
‘orphans, of this ten miles square! Mr. Speaker, 
I have no doubt a very large proportion of 
the paper of these banks has been loaned out 
to the officers themselves. The report made to 
this House, in 1836, shows that at that time 
the presidents, cashiers, and directors, of these 
six banks, were indebted to them in the sum 
of $319.598 78. In this, yon will remember that 


- the indebtedness of the stockholders is not included. 


‘I bave no doubt they had their share of the dis- 


counts. The whole amount loaned out to private 
cit zens in the District was $312,415 70, being 
$7,183 08 less than the amount loaned to the 
officers. 

{ am asked whether the Patriotic Bank does not 
redeem its notes in specie. I answer, that Tamia- 
formed it does. The report which I now hold. iu 
my hand shows that this bank had in circulation, 


‘| due on the Ist January last, only nine thousand 
| three hundred and forty dollars and eighty-five 


` cents. 


Its specie and specie funds then on hand 
was $19,589 16. Atthesame time, its bills and 
notes discounted amounted to $263,007 75. So 
you will see that there was no difficulty in its con- 
tinuing specie payments, as its discounts had been 
made with the paper of other banks. But, sir, the 


sympathies of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. . 
Dawson] have been exci‘ed in favor of these banks! | 


If | 
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Let that gentleman look at the frauds which these | 
mstitations have practised upon the people; lethim | 


look at the widows and orphans who have been ; 


j 


reduced from a state of affluence to penury and | 


has tears to shed, lethim shed them over them. 


© want, by the failure of these very banks; and if he | 


He need not goa mile from this Capitol to find | 
honest, industrious men, who have been robhed of 


their property, and thrown penniless upon the 
world, by the fall of stocks and the depreciation of 
the paper of these institutions. Let him follow the — 
mechanic or the laboring man, who kas just re- ; 
ceived a five dollar bill, as the reward of a week’s : 


toil and labor; accompany him to the broker’s o°- 


fice, and see him shaved at the ra'e of twelve per | 
cent. before he can go to market to lay in provi- | po 
sions for his family. Sir, Icommend this side of || tive restrictions 


the picture to the gentleman from Georgia. 
Ihave befere remaiked, that the influence of 


1 
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these institutions was seen and felt in ournati¢nal 
councils. To prove this, I need but refer to the 
fact that members of Congress not unfrequently 
find it convenient to obtain aceommodafions::at 
these very banks. The report before me shows, 
that on the Ist March, 1836, the members of Con- 
gress were indebted to these banks in the sum of 
$87,600 78. Now I do not know whether any of 
the members of the present Congress are indebted 
to these institutions or not; but, judging from the 
past, such is probably the fact. If so, they are 
peculiarly well qualified for sitting as the grand in- 


| quest of the nation, to decide upon the expediency 
| of extending their charters! 


charters would secure a renewal of their notes; 


An extension of the 


and consequently there can be no question about 


, the expediency of the measure! 


The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Jonnson] 
charged me, on yesterday, with having declared, 
that so unfriendly did I feel towards the people of 
this District, that I would kick them as they passed. 
The gentleman surely misunderstood me, for I 
used no such language. I did say, that I could 
not consent to see the bill then under consideration 
pass, without giving it an “especial kick.” Now, 
Mr. Speaker, I pity the gentleman if he cannot dis- 
criminate between the banks and the people. Shall 
I be told, when I am exposing the corruptions of 
the banking system, and holding up their impro- 
prieties to the public eye, that I am abusing the 
PEOPLE? It is true, sir, they have trampled upon 
ihe conditions of the act of 1838, set at -defiance 


“the will of the people, as expressed through the 


laws enacted by their Representatives; but, sir, 
they are not yet the people. No, sir, my countrymen 
are not yet ready to wear the yoke of bank bondage, 
and acknowledge the omnipotency of these soulless 
corporations. 

Mr. Speaker, I entertain no feelings of hostility 
to the people of this District. My relations with 
them have been of the most friendly character, since 
I have been a resident of this city; and there are 
many here for whom I shall always cherish the 
warmest feelings of friendship and respect. But, 
sir, my regard for them will not deter me from ex- 
posiag the vile practices of the banks which have 
been fastened upon them. I owe a duty to my 
constituents, which no personal considerations:shall 
prevent me from discharging; and I assure gentle- 
men that no earthly power could induce me to vote 
for renewing the charters of these suspended banks. 

I do not believe that sound policy would require 
the incorporation of banks in this. District. You 
have here six banks, with a capital of: about three 
millions, in a District containing a population of 
some forty-five thousand. The General Govern- 
ment annually pays out four or five times as much 
specie here as is necessary for the wants or eom- 
merce of the people; but you give to a few favorite 
individuals the power to stamp pictures on small 
bits of paper, call it money, and send them into cir- 
culation, to the exclusion of the precious metals— 
the gold and silver is driven out of the District, and 
carried to New York or Philadelphia, for exporta- 
tion. The Bank of the United States, ing to 


a report now befure me, exported: to Eng! two 


: and a kalf millions of specie, from the Ist Angust, 
' 1839, to the Ist January, 1840. I believe that bank 


E 


has, during the last fourteen months, exported about 
eight millions of specie, whilst during a portion of 
that time it has been refusing to redeem its bills at 
home. This state of things will always exist, 30 
long as the legisiation of the country sanctions a 
suspension of specie payments, and authorizes the 
issue of irredeemable paper. unk igh wach 

Bat we are told that the banks in this District 
will resame when the banks in Virginia and Ma- 
ryland do, and the banks in those States tell us they 
will resume when the banks in Pennsylvania re- 
sume. They are all too modest to commence, and 
the consequence is, the work is not begun. The 
friends of this bill say, impose restrictions upon 
them, and compel them to resume. Sir, I have no 
confidence in these restrictions, You might as well 
attempt to fasten a giant with a rope of saad, as to 
limit the powers of these incorporations. Legisla- 
may answer for the people, but the 
banks will, as they have already done, laugh at 


our credulity. You may impose as many regtrig: 
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tions as you please, but they will treat your law 
with the contempt they did the act of 1838. Con- 
gress then required them to redeem their notes in 


specie; they viviate! that condition, Congress re- ! 
quired them to issue no notes of a less denomina- ' 


non than five dollars; they evaded that restriction, 
by issuing six, seven, eight, and nine dollar bills— 
thus making mere sport of your legislaiion. Itis 
high time that the people of this country were fully 


apprized of the unlimited power claimed and er- | 


ereised by these inccrporauons. If they would 
perpetuate their liberties, they must take care that 
they creaie no institutions superior to the laws. 


We have been informed that, when we come to . 


legislate for the District of Columbia, we ought not 
to look beyond the limits of the District! Sir, the 
paper which yon authorize these banks to issue is 
not confined io its circelation to this District. 
makes its way into the different States, particularly 
Pennsylvania, Virgioia, and Maryland; and we 
certainly owe it to the people of those States not to 
authorize a currency to boe issued which will be irre- 
deemable in their hands. Besides, the discounts of 
these banks are by no means confined tv this Dis- 
trict. On the Ist March, 1836, the amount loaned 
by these banks to non-residents was $543,270 08, 


ie 


being $230,854 38 more than the amoont loaned - 


to private citizens in the District. Thas yoa will 


see they extend their operations into the adjacent | 


Staes. In addition to this, we are now standing 
Detore the whole nation; aad our action on this 
question, if in accordance with what I conceive to 
be right and justice, may exercise a beneficial in> 
fivence over the State Governments, many of 
which have ran wild in these paper schemes. We 
can at least say to them, that we will not establish 
the precedent of renewing the charters of suspended 
banks, and enable thew to flood the country with 
more paper, when they are refusing to redeem what 
they bave already thrown into circulation. 

The bill new before the House, with the amend- 
ment, places it in such a shape that I cannot vote 
for it, although I do not feel disposed to complain 
of those who do; for it differs in many essential 

iculars from the one defeated on yesterday. I 
cannot, however, see how any man, who is sia- 
cerely desirous of effecting a reformation in the 


, charters, &c. 
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l assert, that in relation to banks and a paper 
currency, the Democratic party and the Adminis- 
tration, who are noibing more nor less than their 
representatives, have no intention beyond a refor- 
mation in both; and the votes given on the bill to 
continue in force the charters incorporating the 
banks in the District of Columbia, will prove what 
Lassert. It is not my purpose now to go into a 
definition of banks, or to illustrate the principles of 
banking, paper currency and the credit system. I 
rise more for the purpose of repelling some charges 
made against Congress, and more particularly 
against the Democratic party of this Congress, in 
relation to the course of legislation for the District 
of Columbia. 

But, to return to the bill to continue the bank 
The following bill from the Senate, 
was reported to the House: 

Be it enacted by the Sena’e end House of Represen- 


| tatives of the United States of America in Congr ss as- 


assembled, That the charters of the Farmers’ and 
Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, the Bank of the 
Metropolis, Patriotic Bank of Washingten, and 
Bank of Washing'on, in the city of Washington, 
andthe Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria, and Bank 
of Potomac, in the town of Alexandria, be, and the 
same are hereby extended to the 4th day of July, 
1842, unless Congress shall, in the mean time, 
otherwise order and direct, upon condition that 


neither of said banks shall issue and pay out the | 


notes of any other bank, banker, or banking insti- | 


tation or corporation, which is in a state of suspen- 
sion or non-payment of its liabilities in specie; and 
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fits, or declare any such dividends, or consent to or 
voie for the same, shall be liable to pay double 
the amount of the ‘sum so divided or declared, to 
be recovered of them in their individual capacity, 
by any person suing for the same, as debts of like 
amount are recoverable; one half of said forfeit- 
ure to go to the person suing, and the other half 
to the corporation where the said bank is located. 
“Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That justices 
of the peace within the District of Columbia shall 
have jurisdiction in all actions of debt against any 
of the banks whose charters are hereby extended, 
for sams not exceeding one hundred dollars; and 
ne appeal, certiorari, of injunction, shall be al- 
lowed, granted, issued, or directed, by any court 
within said District, unless an affidavit be first 
made and filed in said court by the president, or 
one or more of the directors of the banks so sued, 
that such an appeal, certiorari, or injunction, is 
not asked for the purpose of delay, but because he 
or they believe there is ajust defence on the merits, 
and that injustice is likely to be done, if said ap- 
peal, certiorari, or injunction, should not be 


` granted.” 


The question was taken on the above branch, 


' and it was agreed to by—yeas 94, nays 78; the De- 
' mocracy voting in the affirmative, and the Oppo- 
| sition in the negative. 


upon the further condition that the said banks, nor |: 


either of them, shall take a stay of execution on 
any judgment recovered against them in any case 
whatever, nor appeal from such judgment, 
nor take a certiorari thereon, except on an affidavit 
of merit.” 

To this bill several amendments were offered. I 
shall only notice three or four of them, and the 
character of the votes given. The first amendment 
was to prohibit the banks from issuing notes of a 


, less denomination than ten dollars. The vote on 
' that amendment was yeas 110, nays 94; the almost 


banking system, could support the bill as it origi | 


nally came to this House; for that bill did not at- 
iempt to enforce a resumption. Honest differences 


of opinion will exist, upon questions of this sort, | 


among men of the same poliucal party, and Í cer- ` 
tainty bave no disp: sition to prescribe a course for — 


others to pursue. My only object has been, to 
place myrelf right before the people, and discharge 
what I conceive to be my duty. Having done that, 


I revarn my thanks to the House for their attention. 
Several geventiem:n having followed in favor of — 


bill, 
Mr. DUNCAN obtained the floor and spoke 
as follows: 


He was highly pleased that this measure had , 


come before Congress, for two reasons. The first 
was, that it gave the friends of the Administration 
an opportunity of expcs.ng to the world the true 

ition which they occupy in relation to banks 
and the banking policy. The second was, that the 
votes taken, and about to be taken, exposed to the 
world the extent to which the British Bank Whig 
party wou'd go in fastening upon this country and 
this people the banking system, and an irredeem- 
able shinplaster currency. 

Yes, sır, Lam happy that this opportunity kas 
been offe72d, to show them, in plack and white, by 
recorded votes, Who are the shinplaster-rag-baron 

I am hapy n Pessocrasy have bea = 

rtunity to exposé, through the mediom of the 
Netonal Deets atare; records of the trne principles 
which govern them in relatio" to the general sys- 
tem and policy of banking. It has been charged 
upon the Administration and the Democratic party 
that one of their leading and favorie measures is 
to prostrate the banks, and entirely destroy the ere- 
dit system and paper currency, and to establish a 
purely metallic currency for all purposes, private 
and publie, domestic and commercial. That charge 
I pronounce bere, in my place, a wilfal falsehood, 
and a base slander upon the Administration and 


“ supporters. 


entire Democracy voting in the affirmative, and, 
I believe, the entire Opposition voting in the nega- 
tive. 

The next amendment which I deem necessary to 
notice, was a proviso that the notes of the said 
banks should, at all times, be redeemable in specie, 
er that, on failure thereof, the charters should be 


forfeited; and the question being taken, it was de- | 


cided in the affirmative—yeas 107, nays 76; the De- 
mocracy voting in the affirmative; and the Opposi- 
tion in the negative. The next important amend- 
ment in order was— 

And be further enacted, That in case the said 
banks, or either of them, shall refuse or fail to pay 
their notes in specie on demand of any person, 


such person shall and may have remedy by judg- | 


ment and erecution at law, at a notice of ten days, 
before any justice of the peace of said District.” 
The question was taken, and decided in the affir- 
mative—yeas 97, nays 76; the Democracy voting 
in the affirmative, and the Opposition in the nega- 
tive. Next amendment: 
“ Provided, also, That the president and directors 


` of each of said banks shall be jointly and severally, 


in their individual capacity, liable for all notes 
issued, or debts contracted, by said bauks respec- 
tively, from and after tbe day this act goes into 
effect, to be recovered as other debis of like 
amount may at the time be by law recoverable.” 

And resulted in the affirmative—yeas 92, nays 
90; the Democracy voting in the affirmative, and 
the Opposition in the negative. Next amendment: 

“And be it fur.her provided, That said banks shall 
not make any dividends during the time the said 
baoks shall refuse to pay all their liabilities in spe- 
cie on demand.” 

And it was passed in the affirmative—yeas 145, 
nays 25. On this amendment the Opposition were 
divided—-a part of them voting with the Democra- 
cy, who all yoted for it, and a part of them against 
if. The question then turned on the following 
amendments, viz: 

“And the president and directors of any of said 
banks, who shall make any such division of pro- 


The question was then taken on the final passage 
of the bill as amended, and was decided in the 
negative as follows, viz: yeas 69, nays 90. This 
was a mixed vote; but the failure of the bill 
must be attributed to the bank Whig party— 
had they all voted for the bill, it would have been 
passed by a large majority. They refused to vcte 
for the bill, because of the amendments. I regret 
that the bill did not pass with the amendments and 
restricuons which were made to it; it would have 
served to show that it is the object of the Demo- 
cracy to reform the banks and the paper currency, 
and not their object to prostrate one or destroy the 
other. As it is, it serves to show that, while it is 
the object of the Democratic party to place the 
banking institutions in the same situation in which 
other stitutions and private individuals are 
placed as to public and jegal responsibility, by 
which the individual community and every other 
interest of the country may he secured from frauds 
and oppression, it also shows that it is the policy 
and principles of the Bank Whig party to over- 
spread the country with bank corporations, and 
bestow upon them such privileges and powers as 
enable them toset the laws at defiance, rob the 


| people, and laugh to scorn their indignation at vio- 
; lated justice. 


I ask the honest, the candid, and the 
patriotic man to examine the amendments which 
were adopted by a majority.of this House. Is 
there one of them the security of the public does 
not demand? Is there one that past experience 
does not require? Or is there one that an honest 
banking institution, that intended to condact its 
business in a faithal, honorable, and upright man- 
ner, would, for a moment, repudiate? None, sir. 

Sir, I hope no maa now living may ever see the 
day when a bank shall be incoporated in this coun- 
try without all the restrictions which were 
adopted as amendments to the bill in question, and | 
one more in addition; that is, that no stockholder 
shall be permitted to borrow from a bank in which 
he holds stock. There is something superlatively 
inconsistent, dangerous, and ridiculous, in in- 
corporating an association of individuals as money 
lenders, and permitting them to be the greatest bor- 
rowers themselves of the currency of their own cre- 
ation. Such an institution and such a privilege 
are doubly dangerous and doubly fatal to all civil: 
rights, and every principle of equaliiy. In the first 
place, such an association has the power of making 
currency, and in the second place, the individuals 
of the association -have the power to monopolize 
the loans of that currency, and the consequent 
power to monopolize all the trade within their 
reach. But, sir, I must not get into a discussion of 
the principles of banking and its evil consequences. 
Such was not my object, when J rose. 

The member from Maryland (Mr. JENIFER) 
stated that those who introduced the amendments, 
and those who sustained them, acted without ree 


sponsibility ~no member here dare take smeh a 
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course in his State Legislature in relation to the 
banks in his State, &c. Sir, I (said Mr. D.) dare 
take sach a course in my State were I ‘member of | 
her Legislature; and I undertake to say, that no | 
member of my State, in a representative capacity, . 
dare take any other course, or dare give any other 
yote than has been given on this bill by the Demo- 
cratic party. Such is the public feeling, and such 
the public determination in Ohio, in favor of the 
reform of bank abuses. If I mistake not, the last 
day of bank monopoly and exclusive privileges is 
near at hand. The people of this country have 


waked up to a sense of their danger. They now : 
see their liberties undermiuing their free institutions - 


shaken to the centre, and their life blood lapped by 
more than nine hundred worthless, swindling, rot- 


hungry hyenas, who prey upen the liberties of this | 


country, and fatien onthe spoils of honest labor. 
Bat, sir, we are yet free; and it will be 
found in the coming contest that there is 
yet intelligence and patriotism enough, blended 
with an unpurchaseable spirit of Democracy, to re- 
pel the corrapt and insidious invaders from our 
soil. I do not wish to be understood in this denun- 
ciation as embracing any bank or banks which 
have honestly and faithfully managed the trust re- 
in them. 
Sir, the American Democracy will never sacri- 


fice their blood-purchased liberties at the shrine of | 
They will laugh to scorn, derision | 


bank cupidity. 
and contempt, your pitiful howl and your dema- 
gogaical ery of panic and distress. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] 
tells us, in substance, that desolation, ruin, and 
blight, rest upon the peor le of this District; pover- 
ty, extreme poverty, rests upon them; and biting 
hunger and squalid wretchedness stare them in the 
face; and the only relief to which they look is in the 
recharter of their banks; and that the whole mass 
of the people of the District are now appealing in 
frantic despair to us to recharter their tanks. And 
he aske, in a sympathetic tone, will we, can we, 
deny them? Now, sir, the gentleman’s allegations 
contain two assertions. I deny both of them. 1 


deny that poverty and desolation rest apon the | 
people of the District of Columbia; I deny that | 


biting hunger and squalid wretchedness stare them 
in tte face. I believe that the people in this Dis- 
trict are about as well off and as comfortable in 
their circumstances as the people of this country 
generally are. And if they are the spirited, high 
minded people I take them to be, they will repudi- | 
ate the man who attempts to hold them up to pub- 
lie gaze as subjects of poverty and pity. If I were 
a member of this society and a cit zen of this Dis- 
trict, I would publicly denounce the man as a ca- 


lamniator and a slanderer, who would give the peo- : 


ple of the District such a character as the gentleman 


irom Georgia has done, I care not what might be his ; 


motives. But, for the sake of argument, we will sap- , 


pose for a moment thatthe degraded account that | 
gentleman bas given of the people and the District | 
is true. Could the most fruitful and ingenious | 
mind imagine or invent a stronger argument against | 
continuing the District banks? If it is true that | 


poverty and squalid wretchedness have made their 
abode in this District, may it not be fairly be attri- - 
buted to the influence of the banks? and, if so, why 
should the gentleman desire to continue such in- , 
stitutions and sucha policy, which have brought 
such blight and rain upcn this people, which he 
sings in such melancholy melodies? i 

Sir, let us bring up and present to public gaze, . 
and, I think, astonishment, the history of banks 
and banking in this District; and, though the hi«- 
tory may astonish, the fact that the people are left ` 
as cound and solvent as they are, will be equally ; 
astonishing to at least those who understand and 
have witnessed the blighting effects of unrestrained 
banking. 

With the assistance of an able statistical finan- 
cial officer of the Treasury Department, I have 
been ab'e to cull the following synopsis from the 

hisory of banking in the District of Columbia. 

’ Acts for incorporating the six banks that recently 
applied for an extension of their charters, were 
first passed at the following dates: Bank of Wash- 
ington, February 15, 1811; Bank of Potomac, 


i 


Alexandria, February 16, 1311; Farmers’ Baak 
of Alexandria, February 16, 1811; Farmers’ and 
Mechanics’ Bank ef Georgetown, March 3, 1817; 
Bank of the Metropolis, Washington, March 3, 
1817; Patriotic Bank, Washington, March 3, 1817. 

Ou the 4th of May, 1820, an act was passed ex- 
tending to the Ist of June, 1821, the charters of the 
several incorporated banks in the District of Co- 
Limbia, then paying specie. It is believed that all 
the’ above mentioned banks were included in the 
provisious of that law. 

On the 2! of March, 1821, an act was passed 
extending the charters of all these banks to the 3d 
of March, 1836. 

February 9, 1836, an act was passed to extend 


l their charters to the Ist of October, 1836. 
ten, irresponsible bank corporations, as by so many , 


July 2, 1836, an act was passed to extend their _ 


charters until the 4th of July, 1838. 


May 31, 1838, an act was passed to extend their `; 


charters to the 4th of July, 1840. 

It thus appears that the charters of all these 
banks have been extended five several times. 

Several of these banks commenced operations 
before charters were granted to them. Blodget, in 
his Economica, speaks of the Bank of Potomac as 
instituted in 1804. The stockholders of the Far. 
mers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown associ- 
ated in the year 1814; tho-e of the Bank of the Metro- 
polis and of the Patriotic Bank, in 1814 or 1815. 
The act of incorporation recognises them as alrea- 
dy in existence. 

In August, 1814, the Bank of Washington, the 
Bank of Potomac, aud the Farmers’ Bank of Alex- 
.andria, suspended specie payments, The Bank of 
the Metropolis, the Patriotic Bank, and the Far- 
mers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Geo:getown, cannot 
be said to have suspended, because they, if I am 


i correctly informed, commenced operations by pay- 
| ing inconvertible paper. 


In 1834, the Bank of Washington, the Patriotic 


! Bank, and the Farmers’and Mechanics’ Bank of 


Georgetown, suspended specie payments, and re- 
sumed again in the same year. 

In May, 1837, all the six banks suspended specie 
payn.ents, except the Bank of Washington, which, 
having but few notes out, continued to pay specie 
for them. 

In October, 1839, they again all suspended specie 
payments, except the Patriotic Bank, which, hav- 
ing but few notes out, continued to pay specie for 
them. 

The exceptions in 1837 and 1639 were rather 
nominal than real, as these two banks received de- 
posites of inconvertible paper, and traded on the 
same. Js 
It thus appears that ali these banks have been 
three times, and some of them four times, in a state 
in which they did not pay their circulation and de- 
posites in specie. 

The capitals of these banks, according to the re- 
ports made by them onor near January 1, 1840, 
were as follows: 


Banks. Capital | Held by | Nett ca- 
paid in. |‘he bank.| pital. 

Bank of the Metropolis - $500,000 | $16,345 | $483,155 
Patriotic Bank - - 250.000 73,255 171,745 
Bank of Washington - 359,840 | 77,206 182,634 
Farmers’ and Mechanics Bank - 485,900 | 143,545 337,855 
Bank of Potomac . - - 353,900 - 353,900 
Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria - | 310,000 | 183,900 | 126,10) 
Total. + | 3,259,640 | 504,751 | 1,654,889 


Besides these banks, there have existed in the 


District of Columbia the following institutions: : 
Bank of Alexandria, incorporated in 1792; Bank | 


of Columbia, Georgetown, incorporated in 1793; 


ies? i d Union B H 
Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria and Union Bank it thecoateot of ihis Goverhineat: 


of Geergetown, incorporated in 1811; Central Bank 
of Washington, incorporated in 1817; Real Esiate 
Bank of Washington, incorporated in 1817; Union 
Bank of Alexandria, incorporated in 1817; Frank- 
lin Bank of Alexandria, incorporated in 1817; 
Merchants’ Bank of Alexandria. 

The last dces not appear to have been incorpo- 
rated. The Union Bank of Alexandria was, abont 
the year 1822, consolidated with the Bank of Poto- 
mac. The Union Bank of Georgetown is now 


. winding up its affairs. All the othersin this list ap- 


pear to have failed; and by the failure of some of 


“Ss 


them, Government and individnals sustained great 
lusses. 

Some very interesting particulars respecting the 
present banks will be found in a report made to the 
House of Representatives by the Hon. F. Thomas, 
of Maryland. ‘That report is contained in House 
doc. No. 800, 24ih Congress, Ist session, made 
June 20, 1836. The able and clear expose of 
bank frauds, depravity, and corruption, does honor 
to the head and the heart of the author of the re- 
port; but its disclosures fix eternal infamy upon 
some of the banks, and those who conducted them. 


: Tam sorry my time will not permit me to make an 
expose of some of their frauds a part of my re- 


marks. I wish the whole American people could 
see and read that document—I think the deathknell 
of banking on the present system would be sounded. 

I will leave the above history for the comment 
of those who may read me. But I have heard, 
since the above was prepared, that all the banks 
now in this District were at liberty to increase their 
capital to five hundred thousand dollars each. If 
such is the fact, the aggregate amount of bank ca- 
pital is three millions of dollars. A pretty round 
sum for a small District of ten miles square, witha 
population of not more than forty thousand, men, 
women, and children, black and white, all told; 
and a District, too, that exports little or nothing, 
comparatively; and imports little or nothing, but 
what is consumed within its limits. 


Now, sir, it is fair to presume that the stock has 
been honestly and fairly paid in, and that the banks 
have discounted, as they are at liberty to do, on the 
whole amount of stock: perhaps, if not on their ca- 
pital, they have discounted upon deposites to the 
amount of their capital, which is the same for all 
purposes to those who have bren accommodated, 
and for the purpose of the calculation I am about 
to make. I suppose, also, in common with other 
banks, they have the right to discount three dollars 
in rag promises to every dollar they have in capital 
paid in. Taking these suppositions as a basis, 


: what amount of bank capital, paper issues, and 


profits on bank stock, will the people of the Dis- 


trict have enjoyed per annum, for good or for evil? 
Bank capital - - - $3,000,000 
| Issueson capital, three to one - 9,000,000 
Profits per annum, at six per cent. 540,000 


To what a noble extent the people of this Dis- 
trict hav enjoyed the privileges of banking, and 
what heaps of money they have made by that 
Morious British system! and yet, hke the people 
from whom we have borrowed it, (according to 
the gentleman from Georgia,) they are writhing 
in the agonies of poverty; and when, by 
the history I have exhibited, they have had 
the fall and unrestrained benefits of banks, paper 
currency, and credit system for more than a quar- 
ter of a century, why is it that this people are now 
reduced to this deplorable cundilion of poverty, 
panic, and ruin, in which the Georgia gentleman 
describes them? And that, too, by the very system 
and policy which the gentleman and his party are 
endeavoring again to fasten upon them. For [ 
challenge any cther cause to ke successfully as- 
signed than that of the banking policy, and the evils 
and calamities in which it will drag any peop'e, 
where it hasits unrestrained sway. Why, then, 
shall a system be urged upon a people, with re- 
newed force, now withering and languishing under 
its curse? 

I have a curiosity to know how many banks, 
how much bank capital, and how much rag cur- 
rency, the Bank Whigs would be willing to spread 


' over this country, if they could have their way; 


and which, I presume, they woald do, if they had 


Let us take their representative action here to 
guide us (and I presume there will be nothing un- 
fair ia it,) and let us illustrate by the quantity of 
territory in this District, and the amount of bank 
capital and paper currency which they are now en- 
deavoring to establish. 

This Districtfis ten miles square, and contains one 
hundred square miles. There is one million of 
square miles inhabited in the United States. 
This can be illustrated by the Single Rule of 
Three: 
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If one hundred square miles requires six banks, 
what will one million square miles require? 

I think the answer will be 60,000. 

Yes, sir; the Whigs would establish 60,000 banks 
ia this country. 

How much bank capital? That can de tried by 
the same rale. 

If iorty thousand people (the population of the 
District of Columbia) require three millions of 
bank capital (the amouat in the Distric' of Colam- 
bia,) what amount of bank capital will fifteen mil- 
lioas of people (the amount of population of the 
United States) require? 

The answer wiil be $1,125,000,000. 

Yea, sit; by the Whig policy we would have 
eleven handred and twenty-five millions of bank 
capital in this conntry. But how much paper eur- 
rency would we have? Why, of course three 
times the amount of bank capital: that would be 
$3,375,000,000. Yes, sir, the amount of rag ear- 
rency we would have in the United States and the 


Territories thereof would be three billions tbree | 


hundred and seventy-five millions. Whata happy 


people we would be ander Whig bank reigna’ How | 


rich, too, we would be! 

Let us see what our aonual income would be at 
six per cent. on the whole ameant of currency. 
The answer is, $202,500,000. 


Yes, sir, our annual income would be two hun- | 


dred and two millions five hundred thousand dol- 
lars. What a rich people we would be! Who 
would be such a fool or an ass as to work or toil in 


this country? What glorious times we will have : 
when this thick-headed, stupid Administration is | 


pat down, and Whig Bank Federalism comes into 
power! And strange as it may appear, we would 


accumulate this vast wealth off of each other. I | 


once heard of a celebrated gambler who taught his 
four sons the art of gambling so adroitly that they 
could each make off of each other ten dollars every 
night. I thought that was a s'range kind of leger- 
demam. That man and his sons were fools, when 
compared with the Bank Whigs of this day: our 
gamblers could give them six in the game, and beat 
them in “seven up.” 

The Carthagenians were a trading people. They 
lived by trading. They became a wealthy nation 
and a rich people; but it was not by trading and 
speculating off of each other. Their wealth was 
acquired by commercial trade. By their superi- 
oriiy in commerce. the wealth of all nations fl wed 
into their coffers. But the policy of our bank Whigs 
has the superiority of dispensing wealth and afu- 
ence among ‘hose from whom it is collected. 

I deny the second proposition of the gentleman 
from Georgia, viz: “Tbe whole population of the 
District of Colambia are praying for a renewal of 
the bank charters,” &c. What evidence have we 
that the people want the banks continued at all? A’ 
petition has been paraded here wih two hundred 
and forty-four names, all told, who ask for a con- 
tinuation of. the bank charters. We have a right 
to presume that all the rest of the citizens are either 
indifferent or are opposed to the recharter. 

We have been told, if we don’t recharter the 
District banks, we will destroy tbe people of the 
adjoining counties in Virginia and Maryland. 
That is no argument at a!l. We have nothing to 
do with the people or their circumstances of Virgi- 
nia and Maryland when we are legislating for the 
District of Combia. The peop'e of Virginia and 
Mary!and have Legislatures of their own perfectly 
competent to legisla'e for them. And besides, we 
have no power to establish banks in the District of 
Columbia for the people of Virginia or Maryland, 
or of any other State. Our powers of inco:pora- 
tion are limited to this District, and for the benefit 
of the people of the District; and even that power 
is seriously disputed by many eminent and talented 
statesmen. ; 

It has been said, in opposition to the amendment 
to reqaire the banks to resume specie payment, 
that they onght not to be compelled to resume un- 
til the banks of Virginia and Maryland resume. If 
that argument is good, the banks in this country 
never will resume. 

When the banks of Virginia and Maryland ap- 
ply for recharier when under suspension of spece 
payment, it will be urged that the resumption of 
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payment ought not to be made a condition of their 
recharter, because the banks of the District of Cu- 
lumbia are not paying specie. So with the banks 
of Pennsylvania; when they apply for recharter, 
resumption with them ought not to be a condition, 
because the banks of Virginia and Maryland are 
under suspen-ion; and so it will go throughout the 
twenty-six States, and the Territories will also 
catch the miserable excuse to perpetuate their 
miserable frauds. Such an argument is ‘‘felo de 
se;” it cestroys itself. Such an argument is worthy 
of the corrupt and frandulent institutions which it 


i is used to support. They and the argument are 


alike rotten—both will tumble together. 
The member from Maryland (Mr. Jenirer] de- 


nounces the ungenerous course pursued toward . 


the unfortunate people of the District, who have 
no Representative on this floor. The fact that they 
have no immediate Representative here, is a strong 
argument ia favor of a liberal course on the 
part of Congress toward them. Now, sir, let us 
examine the records, and see what Congress has 
done for “this poor, neglected, and unfortunate 
people!” In order to measure my duty toward 
the District of Colambia, and to be able to judge 
more correctly how far 1 might be at liberty to ap- 
propriate the proceeds of my constituents’ toi! and 
sweat to the people of this District, on whom Cen- 
gress is hound to bestow nothing more than upon 
any other district, county, or State in the Union, 
nor are they at liberty to do so; I say, in order te 
measure my duty, I gave my attention to the col- 
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Yes, sir, three millions two hunired and three 
thousand aad sixty-one dollars and thirty-nine cents 
has been drawn from the publie crib, and been 
given to the “poor, abused, and neglected people” 
of the District of Columbia, over whose misfor- 
tunes we have heard such piteous howling; and be it 
remembered, too, that the above appropriations have 
been made for the benefit of the District and itseni. 
zens—for the improvement of their property and 
advancement of its value, every dollar of which 
has been spent among them, and every dollar of 
which they have received, over and above the ma- 
ny millions which have been expended within the 


| District for public improvements and public build- 


ings. Sir,I have no hesitation in saying that the above 
appropriations were made, if not in direct violation 
of the Constitution, by usurpation unwarranted by 


: the Constitution, in violation of the people's rights, 


_ industry and toil. 


lection of some figures and facts. I like figures and » 


facts; they look a man in the face; but, what is 
better, the people understand them; schoolbnys can 
read them to their parents on a rainy day, or ina 


long night, by the light of the shellbark. So, sir, į 


I found the following: 
Appropriations connected mità objects in the District of Co- 
umbia 


1800. Flas foray from Georgetown to the 


and contrary to every pringjple of common justice 
that should secure to them the proceeds of their 
Congress is as much at liberty 
and as much bound to appropriate the same pro- 
portion of money to every other inhabited district 
of ten miles square within the the United Staves, or 
to appropriate in proportion to every other popula- 
tion of forty thousand. 

Let ussee what the amount of appropriations 
would be if Congress mete out the same liberality 
to the American people generally which has been 
fraudulently donated to the “poor people of the 
District of Columbia”—fraudulentI say, for every 
dollar which Congress appropriates to be expended 
in the District of Columbia not necessary for pub- 
lic and Government improvements, is fraudulently 
taken from the people; itis swindling them, and a 


` robbery of their Treasury. But now for the calcu- 


to o- + @10,000 00 
1902, Jailin Washington - : : - 8000 
1903, Jail in Washington - . - - 3,702 
1807. Roads in the city of Washington - 3,000 
1823. Roads in Washington g œo 00 
Apartments in the City Hall for 
circuit court : - 10,000 00 
; ——— 15000 
18%. Roads in Washington - - $ 5,000 00 
135. Roadsin Washington 6,191 97 
Roads in Washington - 3,018 55 
Roadsin Washington - 1.081 60 
Jail in Alexandria - - 10,000 60 
——_——_ 0,292 12 
1826. Jailin Washinaton (repairs) 5,000 40 
1827. Jailin Alexandria - — - 1,699 16 
Relief of sufferers by fire, in Al- 
exandria - - - 20,000 00 
——_——_ 21,499 16 
1832. Pennsylvania avenue 62,000 00 
Pennsylvania avenue . 6,050 00 
Benefit of the Alexandria Canal 
Company - - : 100,000 00 
Benefit of Columbian College 
Pals lon N i 3 25,000 00 
nefit of orphan asylums (in 
lots) ij - - 20,000 00 
——— 212050 60 
1833. Pennsylvania avenue - 69,630 00 
Improving the navigation of 
otomac river, between 
Georgetown and Alexandria 150,000 00 
Purchase of the rights of the 5 
Washington Canal Company 150,000 00 
Benefit uf the Georgetown Col- 
lege - 5 . 25,000 00 
——-———-_ 394,630 00 
1834. Roads in Washington 3,000 00 
Pennsylvania avenue - 9,233 70 
Benefit of the City of Wash- 
ington - - - 70,000 00 
——— 828370 
1836. Roads in Washington 3,200 00 
Relief of City of Washington, 
principa! and interest of ca- 
nal loan - ” - 1,254,720 96 
Relief of City of Georgetown, 
principal and interest of ca- 
nalloan  - - - 308,610 48 
Relief ef City of Alexandria, 
principal and interest of ca- 305,172 98 
nal joan > - - x 
———— 1,871,104 42 
1837. Benefit ofthe Alexandria Canal 
Company - - : . - 300,000 00 
1838. Roads i ashiri ere ow o j 
-house in Alexa - £ 
; "——— 17,280 00 
1839. Jail in the City of Washington 31,000 00 
1832-40. Bridge across the Potomac 
river, at Washington - 202,469 33 
$3,203,061 39 


The principal of the canal loans is included in the above, 
amounting to $1,000,000, which has not yet been paid. 


lation. The District of Columbia contains one 
hundred square miles; the inhabited part of the 
United Siates and Territories contain, in round 
numbers, one million square miles. If the District 
of Columbia, which contains one hundred square 
miles, has received three millions of dollars in gra- 
tuiious donations out of the public Treasury, what 
should the Territory of the United States receive, 
which contains one million square miles. The an- 
swer is the number of territories would be, when 
divided, ten thousand, and ten thousand territories 
multiplied by three millions (the amount given 10 
the District of Columbia) will show the enormous 
sum of $30,000,000,000. : 
Yes, sir, if Congress had extended their appro- 
priations to every inhabited territory of one hun- 
dred square miles in the United Sates and Territo- 
ries that are equally entitled, the amount wouid be 
thirty billions of dollars. Or if you prefer a pro- 
Tata appropriation by population, I will give -you 
that. I have stated the population of the District to 
be forty thousand. I believe the population of the 
United Siates and Territories to be fifteen millions. 
The quesiien will then be, if forty thousand people 
in this District have received three millions of dol- 
lars of the publie money by gratuitous appropria- 
tions, what should fifteen millions of people re- 
ceive, who are equally entitled? The answer ts, 
$11,250,000,000. The pro rata appropriation, if 
justice were done to the people, would be eleven 
billions two hundred and fifty millions of dollars. 
l hear the answer: A gentleman says there are no 
funds. . Then, I say, cease to plunder the public 
Treasury of the proceeds of honest labor. Cease 
to swindle the community by appropriating mil- 
lions of their money to those who have no claims 
upcn either them or you. Ihave presented this 
calculation by round numbers. I have made it on 
three millions of dollars. The actual amount ap- 
propriated to the people of this District exceeds 
that sum by two hundred and three thousand and 
sixty-cne dollars. This I have dene to prevent ca- 
villing about any portions of the appropriations 
which it might be said were made for public put- 
poses. 
Mr. Speaker, I have not made this expose for 
the mere purpose of meeting the charge of ungene- 
rous and contracted legislation toward the Dis- 
trict of Colambia. I have made it for the pab- 
lic eye, and the public ase. I have made it 
with a hope that the people will hereafter eall 
their representatives to account, when, in viola- 
tion of their rights, their money is drawn annually 
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by hundreds of thousands in the tece of justice, and 
bestowed upon those who have no claims upon 


them. . i 

Sur, I assert that there is no other territory of ten 
miles square in this Union, that is inhabited, that 
does not require as much bank capital as this 
District. The limited commerce of the Dis- 
triet, and the vast appropriations which are ex- 
pended in it, will sastam me in that assertion. 

I will present the expenditures of one year. I 
will present the expenditures of 1834; a year not 
extraordinary for expenditures. I believe that the 
expenditures of 1834 will be found to be about the 
average annual expenditure of this District for the 
lastten or twelve years, The expenditures which 
I now display are made in this District. The mo- 
ney is paid out, and four-fifths of it laid out here; 
and every man, woman, and child, receives his, 
her, or its preportion, according to the usual rules 
of currency distribution. 

Here, sir, is an extract exhibiting the expendi- 
tures of money in the District of Columbia for 
1834. (House Doc. No. 27, 2d session, 234 Con- 
gress, page 58; also House Doc. No. 39, 1st ses- 
sion, 24th Congress.) Bat here is the paper. Look 
atit, It is covered with thousands, hundreds of 
thougands, and millions. It would seem as if the 
lavish distribution of millions of money is calcu- 
lated to make a people happy and prosperous. 
“The and distressed peeple of the District of 
Columbia” are that people. But now for the paper 
and the figures: 
Expenditures in the ee of Columbia for the 

834. 


On account of special and civil appro- 


priations - - - $2,013,000 

Pensions paid out in District of Co- 
lambia - - - 11,000 
Navy, paid out in district of Colambia 400,000 

Army and Indian Department, paid out 
_ in District of Columbia - 550,000 
Debt for District of Columbia - 250,000 
Miscellaneous - - - 500,000 

Foreign intercourse, paid out ia Dis- 
trict of Columbia - - 100,000 
$3,824,000 


In order to show the amount of money which is 
actually distributed among the people of this Dis- 
triet in one year, and which constitutes a part of 
their circulating medium, I will do as the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury has done—I will deduct one- 
fifth, or twenty per cent. as the sam which may be 
expended cut of the District, and there will remain 
$3,059,200. Yes, sir, the circulating medium 
which the Government furnishes to this small Dis- 
trict, and “this poor and distressed people,” 
amounts to the sum of three millions fifty-nine 
thousand and two hundred dollars. What a flood 
of money for forty thousand people! and all that, 
too, in the rino dino, the silver grays, and the 
‘Tom Benton yellow hambugs”—I mean the hard 
cash, or its equivalent. I believe I am safe in say- 
ing the whole amount of imporis and exports of this 
Distriet per annum will not exceed one-sixth part of 
the amount of the apprcpriations made and ex- 
pended in it. What, then, I ask, makes it neces- 
sary to incorporate six banks, with three miliions 
of capital, in the District of Columbia? What 
makes a bank necessary at all in the District of Co- 


lambia? Let us distribute, by calculation, 
a proportionate amount of circulating me- 
digm to the inhabited part of this coun- 


try, and see what the amount of currency would 
be. We will again apply tothe good old rule of 
three. The question presents itself thus: If one 
hundred square miles (the number of square miles 
ia the District of Columbia) receive three millions 
fifty-niae thousand two hundred dollars, for a cir- 
culating mediam aonually, what would one million 
of square miles receive, at the same proportion? 
Answer, $30,592,000,000. Yes, sir; if there were 
an equal uistribution of circulating medium over 
the whole populated territory of this country, which 
the District of Columbia receives annaaily, we 
would have an annual flood of thirty billions five 
hundred and ninety-two millions of dollars. Who, 
with a sound head and an honest heart, would say 
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we ought to have banks to triple that amount? So 
much for a territorial calcolation. Now fora cal- 
culation by population. Let us again walk into 
the rule of three. If the population of the District 
of Columbia (40,000) receives annually three mil- 
lions fifty-nine thousand two hundred dollars, for a 
circulating medium, what would the whole popula- 
tion (15,000,000) of this conntry receive, by the 
same proportion? Answer, $1,147,175,000. 


So, sir, calculating by population, an equal sup- | 
ply of currency, annually, to the whole population 


of this country, with that received by the popula- 
tion of this District, would amount to one billion 
one. hundred and forty-seven millions one hundred 
and seventy-five thousand dollars. What a fluod 
of currency would inundate this people! Who, 


that did not want to see this country corrupted as 


all Greece was corrupted with the gold of Persia, 
would want to see it tripled by bank issues? Ibe- 
lieve, in relation to trade and currency, it is gene- 
rally conceded, that the necessary ameunt of the 
latter depends upon the quantity of the former. 
The demand for the currency is, to a great extent, 
regulated by the quantity of exports and imports, 
as well with reference to a country, a State, ora 
country, as toa district. Now, let us see what 
proportion ‘the amount of carrency which the Go- 
vernment furnishes for the District of Columbia, 
annually, bears to the commerce or the aggregate 
amount of exports and imports. ; 

For the year 1834, House Document No. 184, 
9d session, 23d Congress, shows the aggregate 
amount of exports and imports, foreign and domes- 
tic, to and from the United States, to be worth 
$230,858,305. 

The same document shows the aggregate amount 
of exports and imports through the ports of the Dis- 
trict of Colambia, foreign and domestic, to be 
worth $1,016,653. Two-thirds of: the exports and 
imports making that sum, came to and went from 
the States of Virginia and Maryland, received and 
charged through the ports of Alexandria and 
Georgetown, D. C. which would leave but $338,- 
886 of exoorts and imports for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Now, sir, if commerce to the amount of three 


hundred and thirty-eight thousand eight hundred | 


and eighty-six dollars requires a circulating medium 
to the amount of three millions (the sum farnished 
to the District of Columbia, annually, by the Go- 
vernmen',) what amount of circulating medium 
will the whole amount of commerce of the United 
States annually require—that is, what will com- 
merce to the amount of two hundred and thirty 
millions eight hundred and fifty-eight thousand 
three hundred -and five dollars require? The sum, 
worked by the simple rule of three, answers $2,043,- 
681,105. Yes, sir; a proportionate amount of cur- 
rency for the annual commerce of this country, 
compared with the amount of annual currency fur- 
nished the District of Columbia for its commerce, 
would amount to two billions forty-three millions 
six hundred and eighty-one thousand one hundred 
and five dollars. And who would want to-see that 
amount tripled by bank issues? 

I maintain, that the people of the District. of Co- 
lumbia want a bank about as much as a cart wants 
a third wheel. I voted for the Senate bill, as 


amended by the House, to continue the bank char- 


ters, not because I thought it necessary, but be- 


tion necessary, and because the balance of the citi- 
zens did not expressly remonstrate. 
for the bill-as amended, because I was anxious to 
see a bank chartered upon the true Democratic 
principles of equality, and to demonstrate to the 
people of this country, that it is bank reform, and 
not bank destruction, that the Democratic party 
seek. 

Let me conclade, by agaia repelling the asser- 
tion, that lean poverty and hangry distress re-t up- 
on the people of this District, and that ruin and de- 
solation must be their fate, unless their bank char- 
ters are continued. There is no such poverty in 
this District. The people, I believe, are generally 
in easy cireumstances. They are characteristic for 
frolic, mirth, and gayety. They live well them- 
selves, and entertain sirangers magnificently. 
Splendid parties and sumptuous entertainments are 


I also voted : 


f | [Mr. BELL} h 
cause some of the citizens thought their continua: | 


i| 
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the order of the day and the amusements of the 
night. It isslandering this people to say they are 
the hungry objects of pity and the humble suppli- 
cants of Government bounty. But if the gentleman 
from Georgia, and his party, are sincere in their 
piteous lamentations over the ruin, distress, and 
poverty, which they may think prevail in this Dis- 
trict, 11 seems to me, a well-directed judgment, anda 
due regard to experience, would dictate a different 
course of policy, A great disproportion of bank 
capital and paper currency has prevailed here 
for more than twenty-five years; and by the gentle- 
man’s showing, its effects have been most disas- 
trous. Now, ifthe gentleman would go to work as 
a skilful physician would do, he would withhold 
banks and banking policy for fifteen or twenty 
years from the District; for of all remedies for the 
cure of a disease, there is none so valuable as the 
removal of the cause. 

Sir, when I deny that it is not the principles of 
the Democratic party to destroy the banks, suppress 
all paper currency, and establish a pure metallic 
currency, I speak with reference to the present pe- 
cuniary embarrassments of the country, and the 
unfortunate mauner in which the people and the 
institutions of the country are al this time involved 
with, and by, the banks. If the question of banks 
were a new one, I believe I risk nothing in saying 
that the entire Democracy of this country would 
oppose the chartering of banks on any terms. I 
I also believe, that, with our present experience of 
the evils of a paper currency, without reference to 
our embarrassments or debts, a large majority of 
the Democracy would oppose the introduction of 
any other than a metallic currency for the ordina- 
ry purposes of business. But under our pre-ent 
pol.tical system, and the freedom of our institu- 
tions, banks of deposite and exchange will exist, 
and banks of issue may exist. To all this the De- 
mocracy do not object, provided the people are not 
deprived of their reserved rights and privileges, the 
country overspread with a privileged order Of irre- 
sponsible associations and bank monopolies, and 
the whole face of the country periodically blighted 
with an inundati.n of irredeemable and worthless 
shinplaster currency. Equal rights, equal privi- 
leges, equal protection to all, and a sound carren- 
cy, is the motto of Democracy. 


REMARKS OF MR. WATTERSON, 
OF TENNESSEE. 

In the House of Repres:ntatives, May 2, 1840—In 
reply to the attack upon him by his colleague, 
Mr. Gentry. 

Mr. Speaker: In justice to myself, I would 
ask the kind indulgence of the House, for a short 
time, whilst I reply to some of the remarks which 
have fallen fram my colleague. 

He has charged me with an” abandonment of 
the principles 


, I regret as much as 
r, is now no more. He 
here let him rest. I 
on the face of the earth 
And if the shroud which 
e torn off, the sin be not 
ill leave my colleague to the 
and his prompler to the right, 
a like, to grabble up the sod 
which covers him. I shall not be pr:veked, even 
in self defence, to say aught against the dead. 

It is true, Mr. Speaker, that I was a fast friend 
toJ udge White in the last Presidential elec'ion; 
but it is not true, as has been alleged by my col- 
league, that I availed myself of the tide which 
set in his favor, and by it was wafted into the Le- 
gislature of Tennessee, in 1835. At that elec- 
tion, all my competitors were for White, as 
well as myself, and we but seldom discussed either 
his claims or those of Mr.Van Buren. When, how- 
ever, we did speak upon the subject, we invariably 
said to the people: White is one of our own che- 
rished citizens; the principles which he professes and 
has always acted upon, are our principles; he is an 
able, consistent, and sincere supporter of the pre- 
sent Administration, (Jackson’s,) and we have 
every assurance, if elected, that he will carry out its 
leading measures: therefore, we prefer him to any 


would be the låst man 
to disturb his ashes. 
surrounds himiis t 
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other man Bat at the same time we deelared that 
Mr. Van Buren was our second choice; that he be- 
to the same party with whicn we were proud 
to act; that he held to the same doctrines and opi- 
nioas, un all great political questicns, which Jeffer- 
soa, Madison, and our own patriot Jackson, held 
tos aad that, should ever the contest settle down be- 
tween him and Mr. Clay, or Mr. Webster, or Har- 
rison, or any man of the old Opposition party, we 
woald aot hesitate te give him our cordial support. 
Yes, sir, these were our declarations aad profes- 
sivas. None of us rode, or attempted to ride, upon 
the current of Judge White's popularity, or that of 
any other individual. The election turned upon 
different grounds. And here permit me to remark, 
that, notwithstandiag I was but little more than eli- 
gible to a seat in the Legislature, yet | received 
more than three-fourths of all the votes polled in 
the county—the largest county in the State, and, I 
am happy to add, my native county, sir. Can my 
colleague say as moch? If not, he shou! be a lit- 
tle more particular, bereafter, how he makes round 
assertions, unsupported by the facts of the case. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask, was Judge White ron in 
as an Opposition, or Whig candidate? 
On the contrary, did not his leading friends hold him 
ap, Bot only as a Jackson man, bat the beiter Jack- 
son man? And did they not also profess to be the 
ardeat supporters of Jackson’s adm ‘nistration? 
Nay, sir, did not my colleague himself declare un- 
der he sanctity of an oath, that he believed Judge 
White would be more certain to carry out the 
“prineipal measares” of Jackson’s administra- 
tion, than Mr. Van Baren, or any other individual 
who “had been presented to the consideration of 
the American people for the Presidency,” and give 


that as a reason why he should be nominated and .. 


supported by the Repablican citizens of Tennessee? 
Has my colleague forgotten this? Has his memory, 
Which is said to be the lowest attribute of the hu- 
man mind, become impaired at so early a period 
of bis hfe? Is it necessary for meto refresh his 
Tecolleetion? Whether it be er not, I shall proceed 
to do so, in my own vindication, against the un- 
provoked and pitiful assault he has been isdstigated 
to make upon me. I will exhibit facts, stubborn 
and undeniable fact-—facts which will show who 
are the apostates—who have abandoned the prin- 
ciples they professed to enternain, when urgiag the 
people to enlist under the White banner. 

I would first, sir, invite the attention of my col- 
league to a part of the preamble and resolutions of 
our Legislatare in 1235, nominating Judge White 
a candidate for the Presidency, which he bas made 
it convenient to overlook, whilst reading detached 

ons of the same, with the vain hope of esta- 
ishing my inconsistency. The paragraph is in 
these words: 

“And whereas no individual bas been presented 
to the consideration of the American people as a 
candidate fur the next Presidency, whose character 
and political opinions afford the same guarantee for 
the maintenance of these principles which brought 
General Jackson into office, and for carrying out 
the principal measares of his administration, and 


which so we | accord with the political sentiments | 


of the people of Tennessee, as set forth in this pre- 
fa as our fellow citizen Hugh L. White, tbere- 
ore, 

“Resolved, That Hogh Lawscn White be recon- 
mended to the people ot the United States as a man 
eminently qualified to fill the office of Presi- 
dent.”” 

This part of the preamble, in the House of Re- 
preseniatives, was passed—yeas 56, nays 16; my 
eolkagae, ZF Merenia P. GENTRY, £ and 
myseil, voting io the affirmative. Thus, it appears, 
that we were both Jackson men then, and desired 
to see “‘the principal measures” of his administra- 
tion carried out by his successor; and on tbat ac- 
count, mainly, sustained by our votes the nomina- 
tion of Write tor the Presidency, in the Legisla- 
ture of Tennessee. Sir, I am stil a Jackson man. 
I still approve of the ‘‘priscipal measures” of his 
administration. I am still associated with his 
friends. But where is my colleague? He is to be 
found in sweet communion with the Federalisis and 
Abolitionists in this hali—the old revilers of Jack- 
son—the most deadly enemies to the South and our 
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Republican institutions. Yethe has the audacity 
to rise in his place, and brand others as aposiates. 
Verily, brazen impudence will never cease. 

Mr. Speaker, I have before me a speech made at 
Navhville in May, 1835, by another colleague, (Mr. 
Bext,} who, it is well known, had no slight agency 
in bringing forward and sustaining Judge White 
for the Presidency. From that speech I will read a 
few extracts, and would ask the House to observe 
in what glowing and eulogistic terms General Jack- 
son and his administration are spoken of—what 
flaming Jackson men the friends of Judge White 


' are represented to be: 


“It cannot be objected, said he, that General 
Jackson or bis administration is, or can be, seriously 


; affected by a contest between two of his friends, 


(White and Van Buren,) tor the succession. Gen. 
Jackson has been eminently successful and trium- 
phant in all his measures. It is one of the happy 
consequences of his great success, that the {riends 


of his administration may choose from among the | 


whole number of his frieads whom they prefer to 
succeed him, safely, and without langer to his ad- 
ministration. (Great cheering.”) 

Again: 

“Opposition to the administration of General 
Jackson is the course which the worst enemies of 
Judge White desire his friends to adopt. They are 
so anxious upon this point, that they appear deter- 
mined to have Judge White and his friends in op- 
position, whether they will or not, But, gentlemen, 
the friends of Judge White will adhere to General 


Jackson and his administration from consistency, | 
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where, as one of Judge White’s most able, zealous 
and distinguished supporters. Let us hear his tes. 
mony. I fiad it in a speech made ata public di). 
ner, which was given to him at Oxford, North Caro- 
lina, April 2, 1835. A friend by my side says it 
is the best speech that Mr. Peyton ever delivered, 
It is charged (said Mr. Peyton) that Judge 
White "is the candidate of the Opposition, that he 
has separated himself from his friends, and that 
he has abandoned General Jackson. To gentle. 
men ef the Jackson party here and elsewhere [ 
have a right to speak, for I claim to be one of the 
most humble, yet one of the mest ardent of General 


` Jackson's friends; I have always been allowed to 
_ have at least as much zeal as discretion in every 


` thing which concerned him. 


I was early taught to 
revere him as one of the patriarchs who achieved 


i our frontier independence; I was born, raised, and 


and a respect for their own character, and because _ 
they will be supporting their own principles upon |. 
' know that it was absolutely impossible for them to 
| be true, I would be ashamed not only t» ask you 
. to support Judge White for such an office as the 


all questions properly administrative in their na- 
tare, which have arisen or are |-kely to arise. They 
know too well how to bestow their ammunition, to 
waste it by firing into a bomb-preof battery. 
(Great cheering.) 

And again: 


“it cannot be even plausibly objected that Judge | 
| White may not be expected tocarry out the principles 


, ofthe present Administration, sc far as depends upon 


him; if we run a parallel between him and his com- 
petitor (Mr. Van Buren) upon this point, and cal- 
culate the probabilities, we shall find thatthe chances 
are in favor of Jadge White. He has been consis- 
tent in the support of his present principles, and 
the principles of the Administration: his competitor 
has not. If it shali be said that the friends and 
supporters of Judge White are not likely to be such 


as will sustain his principles, I answer, that they | 


are more likely to be homegeneous in sentiment 
saan the supporters of Mr. Van Buren, as far as 
%unciple is concerned. Should Judge White pre- 
vail ın the contestover hisopponent, surely the great 
Democratic S'ates which it is said will support Mr. 
Van Buren, will not desert their principles, because 
their favorite leader shall have lost his election. 
Their cherished Democratic principles will un- 
doubtedly continue dear to them under the lead of 
Judge White. Unless, then, the great body of Mr. 
Van Buren’s friends shall desert their principles, 
the Democracy of the country will still be triam- 
phant. But we cannot suppose so great and so gross 
a detection from principle, a! leasi in whole States; 
andso ito e fatheis of the Democracy of the eo: n 
try, and who it is said are so much grieved at the 
prospect of a division in the Democratic ranks, 
mav dıy up their tears.” (Cheers. ) 

{Here Mr. Beit arose and said his colleague 
was evidently making an attack upon him, and if 
he were permitted to proceed he hoped that he [Mr. 
Bet] would be aliewed to reply.] 

Mr. Watterson continued. I am making no 
attack upon my colleague unless the reading of his 
own speech is an attack upon him. Iam simply 
showing the position which he, as one of the lead- 
ers of the White party in Tennessee, maintained 
towards General Jackson and his administration. 


And, sir, before I take my seat, I will give evidence | 


upon evidence, proving to a demonstration, that not 
only he, but many others in that State, who are 
now the flercest in their denunciations against the 
Democratie party, were, in 1835, the loudest in 
their professions ot Jacksoniam. 

The next witness which I will introduce is the 
Hon. Balie Peyton, well known, here and else- 


+ 


——————— 


live within a few miles of the Hermitage. Gen, 
Jackson is associated with many endearing recol- 
lections. He and my father toiled together in the 
same common cause; they went through the Indian 
war side by side, and ever afterwards they were 
friends, in the late war, my brothers were volun- 
teers in his army, followed him to victory, and one 
of them to his grave. Since I have been capable 
of forming an opinion, and judging for myself, my 
attachment to the man, my confidence ia his prin- 
ciples, and admiration for his virtues, his patriot- 
ism, his chivalry, and his political course, have in- 
creased. 

“To gentlemen of the Jackson party here and 
elsewhere I will say, that if these charges were 
trae—if a doubt existed in my mind of their utter 
want of all foundation in fact—nay, if I did not 


Presidency of the United States, but 1 would tarn 
from him myself as a HYPOCRITE and DESERTER. 
“Judge White the candidate of the Opposition ! 
Judge White abandon those principles upon which 
he has acted through lite! Who presented him to 
the American People? Who first unfurled the 
White banner, an emblem of purity and peace, 
under which allcan repose with confidence and 
safety, and take breath after those fierce and angry 
conflicts which have so recently swept over the 
country? It was the people of Alabama, followed 
by the people of Tennessee, General Jackson's 
most ardent friends and zealous supporters, Yes, 
sir, the White banner was first unfaried where 
General Jackson’s victorious flag was first seen 


; Streaming in the wind, and by those people who 


cultivate his glorious battle field, backed’ and sus- 
tained by the brave officers and soldiers who bore 
his victorious standard on the plains of Talladega, 
and the Emuckfaw, ‘through the fields of Tatla- 
hatchee, Tehopeka, and Enotachopko, and planted 
it before the gates of New Orleans, and there, in 
its defence, under the guidance of their chief, the 
most celebrated captain of the age, performed such 
feats of valor as won for him immortal glory, and 
for their country imperishable renown. Yes, sir, 
these are the men whose spontaneous feelings have 
presented Judge White as a candidate for the Pre- 
sidency, without any solicitation or agency on his 
part. He has been presented by the earliest friends, 
the oldest soldiers of General Jackson, if not the 
best.” 

Mr. Speaker, cou'd language be stronger? What! 
said Mr. Peyton, ‘Jadge White the candidate of the 
Opposition! Jadge White abandon those princi- 
ples upon which he has acied through lite!” Im- 
possible! Why, sir, he seemed to be perfectly 
horror stricken atthe very idea, and under the im 
pulse of his Jackson feelings, exclaimed, “if these 
charges were true, (that is, that Judge White had 
abandoned Old Hickory and joined the Whigs) I 
would turn from him myself as a hypocrite and a 
deserter.” Comment is unnecessary. 

I will, now, sir, read from a letter which bears 
date, January 1st, 1835, and signed by eight mem- 
bers of Congress from Tennessee. 

“We owe it to consistency, 1o principles, and to 
our own character, to do nothing that would so di- 
vide our party, as to overthrow it with the leading 
principles identified with it, and therefere if now, 
or at any time hereafter, there should be a probabi- 
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lity of producing such a result by running Judge 
White, we ought not to take bim up; or if taken up, 
and the danger should become imminent, it would 
be necessary that one or the other of the opposing 
candidates of our party should be withdrawn. 

James STANDIFER, 

Barı Pxyron, 

Wm. M. Incr, 

SamorL Bonc, 

Jonn Batt, 

Jonn B. FORRESTER, 

Luxe Lea, 

Davido W. Dicrinson.” 

“Our party;” what party? The Democratic 

Jackson party. The “leading principles identified 
with it,” said they, must not be overthrown, and, 
therefore, if such a result is likely to be produced 
by ranning Judge White, ‘‘we ought not to take 
him up.” What more? But if he is taken up, 
and the “danger should become imminent,” “one 
or the other of the opposing candidates of our par- 
ty should be withdrawn.” Who were the opposing 
candida‘es of “our party?” Judge While and Mr. 
Van Buren. Then according to their own decla- 
rations, if Judge White had been taken off the 
track, they would have supported the other candi- 
date of “our party” (Mr. Van Buren) for the Pre- 
sidency. Now, sir, what do we heal? Their tune 
is changed, and right in the face of their former 
assertions, they roundly charge that Mr. Van Buren 
never did belong to “our party”—the Democratic 
party—to which they professed to be attached 
themselves. Yes, sir, they assert (at least the most 


though they supported him for the Vice Presidency 
in 1832, and in a certain event (the withdrawal of 
White) were prepared to support him for the Pre- 
sidency in 1836! And, would it be believes, tuey 
now iterate and reiterate charges against him 
which they pronounced false and slanderous but 
five years ago! 

r. Speaker, upon the preamble and resolutions 
of the Legislature of Tennessee, nominating Judge 
White a candidate for the Presidency, a namber of 

were made by his friends, setting forth the 
reasons why the freemen of that State should sup- 
port him in preference to Mr. Van Buren. Among 
others I hold in my band one delivered by General 
Caruthers, the brother-in-law of my colleague (Mr. 
Geatry.} Hear him: 

“Tne truth is, the race is between White and 
Van Baren, the candidate of the people, and of the 
Baltimore Convention. These gentlemen are both 
talented, and have both fought in the Republican 
ranks. They have been good Jackson men. 
White, to be sure, has done him more service, for 
he commenced sooner by many years, and has fought 
harder, for he always has been in the hottest of the 
action, and the old chief has never sounded his poli- 
tical war-tramp, but White was in the field, and at 
his side; he has never called for a vanguard, but 
White has stepped forward * * + +» * * * 
White has come out on all the vetoes and messages, 
and every leading measure of Jackson’s adminis- 
tration; and is therefore pledged in print, and 
under his own band upon them, and will, as sure as 
he is an honest statesman, carry them out, if he 
shenld succeed. Mr. Van Buren’s situation has 
not been sach as to make it necessary that he 
should take sides upon these egitating questions; 
and it seems to be admitted on ali hands, that he 
is one of those poli.icians who will not obtrude 
his sentiments upon the pablic, on questions which 
have two sides, but is modest and retiring in his 
policy; there is perhaps one exception in this 
course. I would not do any man injustice. On 
one oceasion, in a toast, if I mistake not, he did 
say, “ancompromising opposition to the United 
States Bank.” Since what little we see of his sen- 
timents is good, what a pity it is we cannot get 
more, in toasts, or some more solid way. But 
White has made lengthy arguments on that sub- 
ject, for which he has been lauded to the skies by 
the very men who are now abusing him. He has, 
ever since 1817, been standing upon the strong 
ground, that the Bank of the United States 
and ali banks of that kind, are unconstitutional, 
as well as inexpedient, * * * *% * æ 
If Judge White cannot be elected,I would much pre- 
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| that the ground taken by Gen. Caruthers was the 
‘| same that all White’s friends assumed, from the 
of them do) that he never was a Democrat, al- _ 


[i 


i ber of the party. 


* in order to place in power men whose principles are 
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Mr. Watterson in reply to Mr. Gentry. H. of Reps. 
fer his election (Mr. Van Buren’s) to that of ary 
Opposition man, notwithstanding my objections to 
bim; for you have seen, sir, from I have said, that I 
have many objections to him, when compared to 
White; but stilt I would much prefer him to any 
man whose principles are adverse to those which 
have characterized and made glorious the present 
Administration.” 

This, sir, is the evidence of one of Judge White’s 
leading frends in our Legislature in 1835. And 
what does it prove? That White and Van Buren 
were both considered Republicans at that time; 
that they were both Jackson men; While, to be 
sure, had done Jackson “more service,” because 
he had “fought harder,” and was always in the 
field and at his side when the old chief sounded his 
political war-tramp. Moreover, White had come 
out on all the vetoes and messages, and every lead- ' 
ing measure of Jackson’ s administration. Indeed 
“since }817 he had been standing on the stong 
ground that the Bank of the United States, and all 
banks of that kind, were unconstitutional, as well 
as inexpedient,” whilst Mr. Van Buren had been 
rather sparing of such “‘good sentiments,” and had 
only said on one occasion, and that in a toast, 
“Uncompromising hostility to the United States 
Bank.” But notwithstanding these and some 
other objections to Mr. Van Buren, he was much 
preferable to any man whose principles were ad- 
verse to those which had “characterized and made 
glorious” Jackson’s administration. I will add 


same ardent patriotism, and cherishing the same 
Republican feelings.” 

These sentiments were echoed and re-echoed, 
Mr. Speaker, by all the White papers in Tennes- 
see. The Nashville Republican, the leading White 
Journal in the State, teemed with articles of a like 
kind. Hear that paper, in February, 1835: 

“On most of the great political topics of the day, 
they (Jackson and White) have thcught alike, and 
side by side have they battled for those principles 
which have been pronounced by a large majority 
of the American people to be sound, salutary, and 
correct. Judge White has been an efficient, sın- 
cere, and independent, though not a sycophantic 
supporter of the most important measures of Gen. 
Jackson’s administration, and no man would, we 
are convinced, carry out those measures with more 
ability, firmness, and discretion.” * * * >» 
“One of the many causes which will induce them 
(the people of Tennessee) to support Judge White, 
is, that he has been a consistent and straightfor- 
ward supporter of the administration of him (Gen. 
Jackson) whom they have delighted to honor. 

The Knoxville Register, published in Judge 
White’s owntown, his organ and mouth piece, 
held this language in April, ’35: 

“Gen. Jackson must feel assured, that the great 
political pringiples which brought him into power, 
and which he has so nobly sustained, will be in- 
violably preserved under the administration of either 
Judge White or Mr. Van Buren. Their political 
principles are the same, and they are both sup- 
porters of his administration.” 


Mr. Speaker, I shail trouble the House with no 
more documents. What I have already laid be- 
fore them, triumphantly establishes the truth of 
what I stated in the outset, that in Tennessee, Judge 
White was supported not only as a Jackson man, 
but the better Jackson man, and that the leaders of 
the White party profesred to be the ardent friends 
of Jackson's administration—to be opposed to all 
the doctrines and wild schemes of the modern 
Whigs. Sir, suppose Gen. Harrison had been rin 
in Tennessee instead of Judge White; how many 
votes would he have reczived against Mr. Van Bu- 
ren? Not ten thousand ovt of more than one hun- 
dred thousand. At that time no man in the Union 
could have got the electoral votes of the State in 
opposition to Mr, Van Buren but Judge White— 
much less a black cockade Federalist, who sup- 
ported, and was supported by, both the elder and 
younger Adams. 

Sir, I think I heard the word ‘“‘fawn”—that, but 
a short time ago, I “fawned upon the distinguished 
leaders of the Whig party ia Tennessee.” This is 
not only incorrect, but absoluteiy false. Let my 
colleague (Mr. Gantry] ask the man (Mr. BELL] 
whose spawn he is, if ever I ‘‘fawned” upon him. 
Na, sir, no. Among all my political sins, thank 
Heaven, I will not have to answer for that, either 
in this world or the world to come. If my celleagne 
meant io include himself among the ‘‘distinguished 
leaders,” and to allege that I “fawned” upon bim, 
that is a much greater mistake. If I would not 
“fawn” upon the principal, think you that I would 
“awn” upon the too? If he had in his mind one 
of the late Senators from Tennessee, (Mr. Foster,] 
and used the word ‘‘fawn” to convey the idea that 
I was once his friend, I plead guilty to the charge. 
But never since Mr. Foster voted for Mr. Critten- 
den’s gag bill, would l have supported him for any 
office, from the highest to the lowest. I consider 
that bill, as well as the one now under considera- 
tion, as one of the most deadly blows which have 
ever been-aimed, by any of our country, against 
that liberty which was acbieved by the blood of the 
patriots of the Revolution. ae: 


Mr. Speaker, my colleague, in the excess of his 
wisdom, has thought proper to inform the House 
that some “GENEROUS JUDGE” gave me a license to 
practice law; but as to the extent of my “fees” he 
is uninformed! This is truly a most wonderful 
development, worthy of the high source from 
which it comes. I regret, however, that it has 
been made, as I fear it will as effectually blast my 
futare prospects as Mr. GRUNDY’s report in the Se- 
nate blasted, in the bud, the project whieh my col- 
league gave notice he would introduce, to “distri- 


most distinguished, down to the most humble mem- 


Mr. Speaker, in April, 1835, a very large White 
meeting was held at Franklin, in my colleague’s 
[Mr. Gentry] own county, at which a spirited 
preamble and resolutions were drawn up by the 
Hon. A. P. Maury, Dr. W.S. Webb, James Jobn- 
son, John Watson, Dr. Joel Walker, James Ho- 
gan, jr. Gen. L. Nolin, W. Rucker, and T. L. 
Green, esq. They were unanimously adopted. 
Newton Cannon acted as chairman. Here is a 
part of the preamble. . 


“Since the election of Jackson, has White fal- 
tered in support of the Administration? Has he 
been less vigorous or less efficient that Mr. Van 
Buren in advocating its measures? On the contra- 
ry, has he not stood forth on the floor of the Senate, 
as one of its ablest advocates, bearing himself so 
nobly as to increase the admiration of his friends, 
and extort the reluctant esteem of his opponents? 
In the mean time, what has Mr. Van Buren done? 
‘What recorded evidence have we, that, if elected, 
he will carry ov the measures of the present Ad- 
ministration?” 

My colleague (Mr. Genrry] will recognise, 
among the committee who reported the preamble 
and resolutions, the name of the Hon. A. P. Maury, 
bis predecessor in Congress, and, in the chairman 
who signed it, the ex-Governor of Tennessee, New- . 
ton Cannon. Will he be good enough to inform 
the House in what company these men can now be 
found? Whether, like himself, they have deserted 
the old Democratic camp, and joined the blue light 
Federalists of the North? 1 hope, unlike him, they 
have not become the ‘“‘sLaNDERERS and REVILERS ” 
of the purest Republicans and best men of the age, 


at war with all that our gallant State has ever held 
dear. . 


I could detain the House, sir, from this time un- 
til to-morrow morning, by reading similar extracts 
from the preambles and resolutions adopted at 
White meetings in Tennessee, but I conceive it to 
be unnecessary, and will hasten on, as I have al- 
ready consumed more time than I intended when I 
arose. 

It will be recollected thata White paper was 
published in this city in the early part of the year 
1835, called the “Sun,” under the auspices, and, as 
1 have understood, with the money of my colleague 
{Mr. Bett] and others. In their opening “address 
to the public,” the editors said: 

“Judge White is, and has long been, the firm, 
undeviating, and intimate friend of Gen. Jackson; 
bred in the same political school, warmed by the 
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bate the proceeds of the public laads, and to as» 
SUME THE DESTS OF THE Starss!” 

My colleague, sir, has dealt ia mach slang of a 
sianlar kiad in refereace to myself, but it is so low 
and centempubie, that | deem it beneath my notice, 
and therefore will pass it by as I would the ravings 
ot a simpleton. l expected when he commenced 
tis speech, that he would endeavor to controvert 
the facts which I stated oa a former occasion in re- 
gard to the complexion of the Harrisburg Conven- 
uoa; bat scarcely a whisper has fallen from his 
lps. Ia this be acted wisely—no doubt under dee 
advisement. Nota single statement which | made 
whea addressing the House upom this bill (Mr. 
Brui’s gag bill) has be disproved. Remember 
that, sir! 

Mr. Speaker: ia replying to my colleague I have 
had to use strong language, bat not more so than 
his vulgar attacks merited. 1 thiok! have shown, 
coaclusively shown, to every member upon this 
floor, be be Whig or Democrat, who are the apos- 
tates, my colleague and bis ass ciates in Tennessee, 
who sopported White as the “bener Jackson” 
man, and are now for Harrison, or myself and 
others who did the same thing and are now for 
Mr. Van Buren. 

Thanking the House for the unanimous consent 
with which I have been permitted to reply to the 
dignified and decent remarks of my celleague, an? 
the aitention they have paid me, I shall say no 


| 
i 
: 


more, leaving him to enjoy the victory he bas | 


gained, the laurels he has won by his maiden ef- 
fort. 


REMARKS OF MR. LEADBETTER, 
OF OHIO. 

In the House of Representatives, July  1840.—On a 
motion to reconsider the vole on the passage of 
the Naval Appropriation bill. 

Mr. LEADBETTER said: Mr. Speeker, I rise, 
sir, to a privileged question; and, sir, I do so from 
a sense of duty which I owe to my constituency, 
as well as to myself. Having vo ed in the affirma- 
tive on ‘' the passage of the bill making appropria- 
tions for the naval service for the present year,” 
I move to reconsider the voe of yesterday, by 
which this bill was passed. And, sir, if the House 
will reconsider this vote, I shall move to recommit 
this bill to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
with the following instractions, which I send to the 
C-erk’s lable, to be read for information: 

“That House bill No. 6, makirg appropriations 
for the naval service for the year 1840, be recom- 
mitted to the Commitiee of Ways and Means, and 
that said commit'ee report, without delay, the pro- 
babie expense of purchasing a site, and ef the con- 
struciion of a dry dock in the harbor of New York, 


logether with the necessary fixtures, engines, &c. | 
appurtenant thereto, and the probable length of | 
time it would require to construct the same; and, ` 


also, as to the propriety of commencing the work at 
this time, under the depressed situation of our 
financial condition.” 

Sir, I stated that it was a daty which I owed to 
my constituency to make this motion; and I sha!] 
now proceed to state the reasons why I have not 
only considered it my daty to make this motion, 
but to offer a few reasens why the vote upon this 
bill shonid be reconsidered and recommitted with 
instructions, such as I bave proposed. 

Sir, when this bill was under consideration in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
I then submitted a few remarks upon the impropri- 
ety of commencing the constructien of this work 
ata time when the state of our finances seems to 
forbid it. But a test upon a question of this kind 
could not be made in commitiee; the yeas and nays 


Navy Appropriation Bill—Mr. Leadbetter. 
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H. of Reps. 


New York was on her feet, and the previous 
question was again sprung and sustained. And 


such appeared to be the devotion to salt water con- |! 


stitationality, that the yeas and nays were refused ° 
upon that motion. 
Sir, if the yeas and nays had then been permit- 
ted to have been taken upon that question, by 
which my constituency could have known by 
whom it was that this prodigal expenditure had | 
been fastened upon them, in common with the rest | 
of the laboring community, | might have been in- | 
daced to let this bill pass on its way to the 
Senate chamber unmolested. But this smali boon 
was denied, and there was no alternative lett but 
to makethe motion which I have. And, sir, I 
will now put the question to this House, whether 
this is the proper time to commence the construc- 
tion of a work which will eventually cost this na- 
tion not less than two millions of dollars? Aud 
who among us is prepared to say that this dry 
dock, with its fixtares, can be constracted for less? 
Where are yeur estimates, and who made them? 
What e.mmittee has reported upon this subjec:? 
What evidence have you of its absolute necessity 
at this moment, and why is it attached to the navy 
appropriation bill? Does the honorable chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means pretend to 
inform us how much this work will cost the people, 
what length of time it will require in its construc: 

tion, and what the sum to be paid fora site? No, . 
Sir, no. 

Sir, l have not had sufficient time to make a full 
examination into ihe history of the rise and pro- 
gress of this grand scheme. But from a slight ex- 
amination, I find that in the year eigh'een huadred 
and thirty-five,a law was passed, and the sum of 
one hundred thousand dollars was therein appro- 
priated for the purchase of a site, and the construc- 
tion of adry dock in the harbor of New York. 
Sir, I have been informed, verbally, that some four 
or five thousand dollars of that appropriation was 
expended in making surveys. Two years since, at 
the second session of the last Congress, a bill was 
reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs, ap- 
propriating one hundred thousand dollars towards 
purchasing a site, and in the construction of a dry 
dock in the harbor of New York; and, sir, this bill 
was then defeated; and defeated ata time when the 
Treasury was in as good a condition as it is at this 
time. Sir, I should hke to krow what new lights 
have burst upon the vision of this Committee of 
Ways and Means, and of this House, that this ap- 
propriation must be pushed through at this inau- 
Spicious moment? 

Why was nut this appropria‘ion offered for con- 
sideration at the last session of Congress? The 
honorable chairman was} then a member of the 
same committee over which he now presides. Will 
the former members of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, who are now members of the present com- 
mittee, gratify me in this particular? If ihe mem- | 
bers of the committee will not respond, will the 


' immediate friends of this measure inform me why 


could not he called. Bat what was the course pure . 


sued by the friends of this extravagant and unwise 
appropriation of ‘money when this bill was reported 
to this House? Were not ail p:op. sitions to strike 
out, in whole, or in part, this item in the bill, cnt 
off by the previous question? But, sir, the friends 
of trae economy did not stop here; foras soon as 
the amendments were passed upon by the 
House, a motion was made to recommit 
this bill, with instructions to strke out this 
appropriation: bat no sooner made than 


an effort was not made at the jast sessions to pass | 
this appropriation? Did they know that they had . 
been defeated the session before? Dil they consi- 
der it prudent to let the matier pass by, until this 
hall should be filled with new members, and then, 
by attaching to it the navy appropriation bill, un- 
der the honeyed words of an ‘“unexpended balance 
of a former appropriation,” &c. “be, andthesame 
is hereby reappropriated,” by which it might appear 
to the unwary as if the construction of the work 
had been long since begun, and the money still in 
the Treasury? But, sir, there is one other view to 
be taken in relation to this subject? By the law of 


eighteen hundred and thirty-five a site was 
to be purchased. By the bill reported in 
eighteen hundred and _ thirty-eight, a site | 


was to be purchased. By the bill just passed a site | 
is to be purchased. Is the House aware that upon © 
the passage of the law, in eighteen hundred and | 
thirty-five, all the jand and mud and water | 
adjoining, or adjacent to, the navy yard at Brook- 
lyn, passed into the hands of specu'ators? Perad- 
venture this appropriation may be necessary to 
assist them, or help them out with their specula- 
tions; but of this I know nothing and care less, It 
is sufficient for me to know, that a purchase is to 


1 


SS 
be madé; the laws all require it, and this must be 
done without refetence to the expense; and I will 
venture to affirm, that at the next session of Con: 
gress, the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means will bring into this House an item atlached 
to the navy appropriation bill, asking us to vote 
the further sum of one hundred, or one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, for the purpose of com. 
pleting the payment for a site for a dry dock in the 
harbor of New York. Sir, in looking round tite, 
Iam constrained to ask, what has become of the 
vaunting friends of retrenchment? Shall I appeal 
to that party, who have hung out the banner of 
Harrison reform? 

{A member rising to a question of order, Mr. L, 
was informe: by the Spzaker that this was a ques 
tion of reconsideration, and that it was not in order 
to discuss the question of party, &c.] 

Sir, I am well aware that this is a question of res 
consideration, and lam well aware that itis not in 
order to diseuss party questions, nor will I; andl 
am as well aware thal the question of reconside 
ration permits me to discuss the merits of the bill, 
or any part of it, or otherwise it would preclude 
me from giving my reasons why the vote should 
b: reconsidered. But, sir, I did not appeal to that 
party under any hope or expectation that they 
would join with me in the reconsideration of this 
question. No, sir; no,sir, I know them tco well 
to indulge in such idle hopes; such like appropria- 
tions are in perfect keeping wiih all other of their 
acts, professions to the contrary notwithstanding, 
Bat, sir, E feel myself at liberty to appeal to that 
party with whom I have taken the greatest plea. 
sore in acting, and more particularly will I appeal 
to those who are, in this matter, acting in concert 
with the great body of the Opposition, to 
pause before it is too late, and to reflect uron 
the course they are pursuing, the obnoxious 
charges to which they may be subjected, 
by the adopton of an unwise and impradent prece- 
dent, of making appropriations for the commence- 
ment of new works, without an estimate of the pro- 
bable expense. Have you weighed well the con- 
sequences, and are you aware of its dangerous ten- 
dencies? I will not enter into detail here; every 
member is fully aware of the results. Bat, sir, if 
their constituents are willing to submit to this kind 
of legislation, mine are not. Sir, that people which 
I have the honor to tepresent are not only willing 
to be taxed for every necessary expenditars of their’ 
Government, be the amount what it may, but they 
demand this at the hand of their Representatives; 
but in addition to this, in common with the rest of 
the laboring community, they have a right to know 
the amonnt which is proposed to be raised, and the 
purdoses to which it is appropriated. And, sir, 
when you refuse that of the community, from. 
whom all your resources are drawn, this knews° 


ledge, whose right it is to know, let mesay to such, 
_ that they are treading upon dangerous ground, and 


that to trifle w.th the laboring people will not’ end 
in trifiles. Sir, ata time when you are building 
towers with stupendous colonnades to adorn 
your Eastern cities, under the pretence 


| of necessity and convenience, under the shade 


of which your loafer can snuff a constitutional sea 
breeze, and which for splendor and magnificence 
are scarcely equalled by those erected at the labor 


: and expense of a trodden-down people, at the nod 


of Eastern despotism, you are still drawing upon 


. the hard earnings of an industriows, patriotic, and 


confiding people. And, sir, ata moment when the 
exigencies of the times seem to require all the ener- 
gies of. the people to provide means for the support 
of Gevernment, you propose to commence a new 
work, not knowing when it is to end, and evidently 
not demanded by the best interests of the nation. 
What spec'acle do you present to.the Jaboring com- 
munity, and especially to those who reside in the 
West? In that section of your common country, 


` a small appropriation has been asked for, for the 


prosecution of a work already commenced,. and 
that based upon estimates; and, sir, upon this ques- 
tion we heard denanciations “long and-loud,” up- 
on the the subject of extravagance and wasteful 
expenditures; and the lofty mountaigs of the Alle- 
gany interposed their high constitutional barriets, 
and foiled the appropriation, But no sooner ‘han 
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an appropriation savors of salt water, the lofty 


Alleganies sink into insignificance, (even in 
the minds of many who represect West- 
ern inter-sts;) but even money itself, all 


at once, becomes plenty, and the resources of 
the nation are so abundant, so vast, that even an 
estimate of time or expense is altogether unneces- 
sary. Nay, more; but direct the President of the 
United States to pay to a set of speculators, 
for a few rods of mud and water, as ma- 


ny thousand dollars as they may choose to demand, | 
and for the fi‘ling around the walls as much for | 


each load of earth as may be asked. This, sir, I 
call economy with a vengeance. 

{Here Mr. Anperson from Maine, a member of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, rose and stated 
that the committee of which he was a member, 
had this subject fora long time under considera- 
tion, and that they had the evidence before them, 


that the B ard of Navy Commi-sioners had decided | 


upon the location of the dry dock, and that no pur- 
chase would be necessary; that it would be located 
upon the ground now owned by the Government, 
aod now a part of the navy yard.) 

Yes, sir, I understand the gentleman, and I will 


call the aiten'ion of the House to the law itself, | 


and the language made use of in the bill as now ` 


passed. And what is it? “To purchase a site.” 
Does the gentleman not know that many strong 
arguments were made in favor of this purchase at 
the last Congress, and in which it was shown most 
conclusively by thuse whose business it was to know, 
that this dry dock could not be erected upon the 


ground where it is now decided to be built, without | 


injuriag or almost destroying the ship yard? 

I will now ask what is the inference? Are we 
not sufficiently well acquainted with human na- 
ture to know how easy it is to undecide that which 
has been decided and resolved upon again and 


again, and that our best resolutions, upen reflec- 


tion, are changed, and should be, when reason 
dictates? But if this work was to destroy your 
ship yard in 1838, how does it happen that it will 


not in 1840? Have you any new surveys, any ` 


new lights? Then recommit the bill and let them 
come forth. Perhaps I may be convinced. 


What rale cf construction will you require | 


your executive officer to estab'i-h in carrying into 
execution the laws you pass? Will you require 
them to look elsewhere than in your statute book, 
and dare they adopt any other rule, or will you per- 
mit them to adopt any other rule? If you will not, 
and they dare not, when they open your statute 


book, and find there a law requiring a site to be 


purchased for adry dock in the harbor of New 
York, will not a site be purchased? Most assu- 
redly; and when a report is made to this House 
of their proceedings, you will again find the ar- 
gument of 1838 revived, proving incontestably the 


impracticability of erecting this dry dock upon the | 


giound now occupied as a ship yard, and the ab- 


solute necessity of purchasing a site for its loca- | 
tion. Sir, although I have never yet seen a dry ' 


dock, I am not to be caught in traps of this kind. 


My constituency are not only willing to toil, and | 


toil. on, if it shonld become necessary for the pur- 
pose of sustaining their country. but in cemmon 
With the great mass of the laboring community, 
willalways be found ready to do battle in their 
country’s cause, when the exigencies of the case 
may demand their services. But they demand, at 
your hands, to be furnished with a dafa by which 
they conform some idea when their extraordinary 
exertions for you may terminate. , 

[Here some one remarked, “Who pays your re- 
venue?] 

Sir, lam fully prepared to tell gentlemen who 
pays your revenue, who supports your shavers, 
speculators, and banker; and I can tell gentlemen 
who it is that doés not pay the revenue. It is not 
the merchant, but the consumer. Yes, sir, the con- 
sumer; those who toil, and by the sweat of their 
brows are enabled to purchase and consume your 
Imported articles. Nor that alone, sir; itis by the 
labor of those who toil, that your drones and non- 
producers not only live, but riot in extravagace. 
It is through your laborers that they live and move, 
and without them your loafers would be compelled 
to resort to some other means for a living. Sir, if 


the laboring community should “take it into their 
heads to withhold from market their surplus pro- 
duce, your loafers would be compelled to hoe their 
own potatces, and to drink less hard cider. But, 
sir, I remarked that, among my constituents, there 
was neither loafers or loungers; nor do I believe 
that there is one among them who would claim the 
benefit of your bankrupt bill, should it become a 
law. But, sir, if this method of making appropri- 
ations shall obtain with an American Congress, 
you had better awaken from its slumbers that bill 
from the Senate, which passed that body for the 
relief of speculaters, which now liess!eeping upon 
your table, and include the General Government. 
Mr. Speaker, although many around me appear 


to bea little excited from some cause, I will allay | 


any apprehensions of danger in relation to this, 
their favorite appropriation, by stating again, that 
the instructions do not go to the striking out of the 
bill, which I should prefer, but for estimates; the 
House, in its present state of feeling, being evident- 
ly opposed to striking out, as the next best thing 
that could be done to satisfy the people, as to the 
justice and propriety of making this appropriation 
at this time. I have proposed the instructions; and 
when the report shall come in from the committee, 
I do not entertain the least possible doubt but that 
a majority of this House wiil then concur with me 
in opinion. 


SPEECH OF MKR. WAGENER, 
OF PENNSYLVANIA, , 

In House of Representatives, June 16, 1840—In 
Committee of the Whole) on thé Independent 
Treasury bill. 
Mr. Cnarrmax: Conscious fiha 

this committee are wearied wh 

cussion, could I consult my o 

nation, I should not occupy thé# time for one mo- 

ment; but as this bill establighes new and impor- 
tant principles as regards the fiscal operations 
of this Government, and as its friends have 
been charged, upon this floor, with hostility to the 
best interests of the people, I cannot, in justice to 
my constitu’nts and myself, (whatever may be 
my reluctance, at any time, to engage in pablic 
discussion,) consent to its passage with my silent 
vote. I, however, promise the committee that my 
effort will be to condens? my arguments as much 
as possible, and to adhere strictly to the subject 
under consideration; but, from the wide range in- 
dulged in by many who have preceded me, I hope 

I may be pardoned shculd I incidentally offer a 

passing answer to some of the unjust allegations 

made against the late and present Administrations. 
Honorable gentlemen complain that the honora 
ble chairman of the Committee of Ways and 

Means should have thought proper to bring this 

bill before the House before other bills now on file, 

of a general character; and with what justice they 
make the complaint, a few facts will determine. 

This bill, after it came from the Senate, was some 

time before the Committee of Ways and Means 

before it was reported to this House, and almost 
every day was the chairman interrogated, why 
this delay? And if the friends of the Adminis- 
tration are sincere in their support of this bill, why 


is protracted dis- 
eelings and incli- 


: not bringit forward? Such were the daily charges 


made by the opponents of this bill; and now, for- 
sooth, aftera lapse of some months, the bill is 
brought forward for consideration, and they com- 
plain it is too soon, and urge its delay until the 
next Congress. What inconsistency! Indepen- 
dent of the opinion of this House, the people 
themselves expect a decision of this question. 
They have called for it long and loudly; and to 
refuse to act upon it, in one way or the other, by 
which this agitated question shall be finally set- 
tled, would be in open defiance of their wishes. 

I consider, Mr. Chairman, that the first inquiry 
should be, are the existing laws for the collec- 
lion, safekeeping, transfer, and disbursement of 
the public revenue, full, ample, and sufficient? 

By the act of Jane, 1836, to regulate the depo- 
posites of the public money, the Secretary of the 
Treasury is required to select, as depositories of the 
public moneys, State banks, upon certain specified 
conditions, unnecessary to detail; and by the fifth 
section of this act, it js furiher enacted, that no bank 


i 
1 


| } 
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shall Le selected or continued as a place of deposite 
of the public money, which shall not redeem its 
notes and bills, on demand, in specie; nor shall any 
bank be selected or continued, as aforesaid, which 
Shall, after the 4th July, in 1836, issue or pay out 
apy note or bill of less denomination than five dol- 
lars. 


The duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, under 
this deposite law, is positive and unconditional. 
That so soon as a bank of deposite refuses to pay 
her notes, on demand, in gold and silver, she ceases 
to be a depository, and the moneys in her posses- 
sion withdrawn by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and of course come under his immediate control. 
Is this committee willing to continue this immense 
power and responsibility in the hands of the Presi« 
dent and the Secretary of the Treasury? Has not 
the President, in his special and annual messages, 
called upon Congress to add additional safeguards 
for its security; and have they not been unheeded? 
And, sir, I was not a litle surprised that the hono- 
rable gentleman from Massachusetts who spoke 
first, (from his usual candor and fairness in debate,) 
sbould have so unjustly cnarged the Executive with 
a usurpation of the moneyed power, when the law 
made it absolute, that no bank could be a deposito- 
ry, which suspends the payment of specie for its 
notes. 

If the Opposition is prepared to maintain that 
State banks are the safest fiscal agents of the Go- 
vernment, after a violation of their trust, that this 
deposite law is sufficient, and the discretionary 
power of the Secretary of the Treasury harmless 
and proper, be itso. For my part, [ never can con- 
sent that any officer of the General Government, 
whatever amount ef confidence I may place in his 
integrity and capacity, shall have such unlimited 
discretionary power. And, sir, to my surprise did I 
hear honorable gentlemen of the Opposition virtu- 
ally contend for the continuation of this discretion- 
ary power to the Executive, while in the same 
breath they were denouncing Executive patronage. 
The advocates of this bill aie for circumscribing 
discretionary power over the purse of the country; 
they are for placing such safeguards around the 
money of the people, that will secure it against any 
power but the law. 

Then, inasmuch as I consider the existing depo- 
site law, in certain contingencies, as throwing the 
whole moneyed power of the country under the 
control of the Secretary of the Treasury, and in- 
efficient in other respects, and as I believe the bill 
now under consideration is a safer and more stable 
system for the collection and safekeeping of the 
public moneys, I feel constrained to advocate its 
adoption, and will proceed to discuss the relative 
advantages of a. Bank of the United States, State 
banks, and an Independent Treasury, as the fiscal 
agent of this Government. . 

It a fact worthy of record in the outset, that the 
Opposition to the present Executive have for the 
last two sessions denounced him for urging upon 


, Congress the establishment of an Independent 


Treasury, and an entire separation of the Govern- 
ment from banking institutions, as her fiscal agents; 
and during this whole time they have not ventured 
uuitedly to propose a plan for the safekeeping 
and disbursing of the public moneys. This posi- 
tion is an anomaly in the history of political par- 
ties; and it would have been unacceuntable to me, 
were it not that I find, from the late proceedings of 
this party, that one of their cardinal doctrines is 
secrecy, and an inquiry as to their political senti- 
ments unbecoming and ungenteel. They also, in 
some respects, resemble an Eastern monarch, who 
requested the soothsayers to interpret his dream, 
but would not tell them the character of the dream 
which was required to be interpreted. However, 
let them disguise their opinions as they may, the 
antagonistical system to the Independent Treasury 
is a Bank of the United States, which will lead me 
first to consider it as the fiscal agent of our Go- 
vernment; secondly, the Independent Treasury; 
and lastly, the causes that have prodaced such re- 
vulsions in our monetary system, and that have 
periodically affected our commercial, manufactur- 
ing, and agricultural interests. A 

Before.I proceed to the consideration of a Bank 
of the United States as the fiscal agent of the Go- 
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vernment, allow me to make a few remarks upon 
banking generally. It is important that I should 
do so, Írom the fact that many honorable gentle- 
men have unjustly charged the friends of the Ad- 
ministration as destructives, as advocates of an 
exclusive metallic carrency, and as in favor of up- 
rooling the order of society. 

We have had, in the short space of two years, 
two important eras in the history of our banks, and 
fall of useful admonitions. No one who can have 
the best interests of his country at heart, can bat 
deplore and deprecate the conduct of these institu- 
tions, No one will deny that they require thorough 
reformation. No one here will stand up their ad- 
vocates in violating their promises. The charge, 
then, that the friends of the Administration (at 
least I speak for myself, and I believe I might say 
for the party) are for the destruction of all the 
banks of this country, and introducing an exclusive 
metallic currency, is unfounded. I must, however, 
be permitted to say, that the banking institutions 
have shaken the confidence of the people in their 
usefulness, having failed in the object of their erea- 
tion. 


try with a depreciated paper circulation, alike inju- 
rious to the farmer, mechanic, and laborer. 


sioying the banks, but for reform, I wish.to be un- 
{erstood that Í am opposed to non-specie paying 
banks; that I am opposed to banks, (and which I 
mow believe to exist,) not required for the legiti- 
mate and productive business of the country. I 


am io favor of banks being restrained within their . 


fair and honest means—of their specie basis being 
enlarged—of small notes being discontinued, which 
will throw into circulation gold and silver, for the 
small and ordinary business of the peop'e. The 
great error with the States has been, that they have 
created too mach banking capital; and if continued 
in, and not restrained, our country mast be sub- 


ject periodically to the dreadful consequences re- : 


suiting from their expansions and contractions. Is 
is not important that this Government should not 
encourage this wide-spread masia for banks and 
paper currency, if in its power incidentally? 

1 will now proceed and ask, is a Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, subject to so many vicissitades, the most 
stable and safest fiscal agent of our Government? 
Is it such an agent that any wise Government will 
select, were there no constitutional difficulties? I 
will not deny it may have some advantages, bat its 
disadvantages far overbalance them. By recurring 
to the late Bank of the United States, when she 
acted as the fiscal agent of thisGoverment, you will 
find that she neitber proved the regalator of our 
State banks, the maintenance of an undepreciated 
currency, an equality of exchanges, nor the most 
stabie and proper fiscal agent of our Government. 
Nothwathstanding the eulogiums we have had, by 
some honorable gentiemen, upon the late Bank of 
the United States, I ask, where is the evidence that 
she regulated banks and the currency, in times of 
difficuity and embarrassment, for then is the period 
when its advantages must be tested? When gene- 
ral prosperity pervades our land, the currency needs 
no regalation—it regulates itself. Where is your 
regulator, when by a system of over-banking, and 
of cousequence, an excess of credit, falls upon us? 
Need I call this committee to the recollection of the 
distressing period of 1818, °19, °20, and °21, to 
prove the utter inability of the Bank of the United 
States, backed then by all the powers of the Go- 
vernment, to relieve the country and regniate the 
currency and banks? I refer honorable genile- 
men to the bistory of that day for the substantia- 
tion of my assertion. During the late war, we 
had to Bank of the United States. The State 
banks were then only in existence; and if any me- 
rit is due, it belongs to them, and not the Bank of 
the United States. It is trne that these banks sus- 
pended afier the war, from so great a stretch of 
their means to advance money to the Government, 
and did not resume until after the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States was incorporated. It was not, however, 
brought about by the Bank of the United States; it 


They . 
have, in some degree, entered the political arena, ` 
(particularly the late Bank of the United States,) to 
subserve their own purposes and advancement. 
When I admit that I am not in favor of de- : 


-was made—the people the arbiters. 
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was by the prudent course pursued by the State 
banks themseives. At that very time, the Bank of 
the United States was on the brink of ruin: no di- 
vidends declared; her stockholders became alarm- 
ed; her officers changed; and enly by a vioient 


contraction she weathered the storm. But the com- | 
mercial, manufactaring,and agricultural commuity : 


had to suffer—yes,bleed to the core. The stockjobber 
andspeculator then fattened upon the distresses of 


| our citizens, through loans from this very institution 
| to their favorites. Is not this true? Let history an- 
_ Swer. 


What washer conduct, further, while the 
fiscal agent of our Governmeni? She retained one 
hundred and seventy thousand dollars, uder pre- 
tence to pay damages upon the protested French 
bill. She called upon the holders of the three per 
cents, when due, (and the money of t!e Govern- 
ment in her vaults to pay these three per cent-,) to 
induce them to postpone their demand of payment. 
They complied, thereby postponing the payment, 
and holding the Government security for the same. 


, She retained the money deposited with her to pay 
! the seldiers of the Revolution, after it was de- 
Instead of providing a currency equal to | 
gold and silver, they have overwhelmed our coun- | 


manded by the Secretary of War, and other agents 
appointed. And shall I call to the recollectioa of 
this commitiee the time when this institution was 
struggling, with her Goliah streagth, to overpower 
the General Government; and had it not been for 
the Roman firmness of Ex-President Jackson, the 
issue might have been toub fui? Seventy thousand 
dollars were appropriated by this Bank, to te used 


. by the President of the Bank, to have speeches 
printed and circulated, denouncing the President of . 


the United States as a tyrant, and unworthy the 
confidence of the people. This was done, too, by 
a portion of the Government money. The issue 
The Execu- 
tive was sustained—a happy result for our Repub- 
lic. Shalit call your attention toa more recent 
occurrence, which should satisfy the most incredu- 
lous of the unsafety in employing a Bank of the 
United States as her fiscal agent. In the crisis of 
1837 and 1839, where stan `s in her majesty the 


| Bank of the United Sta‘es, continued by a charter 


from the State of Peansylvania, and which charter 
Nicholas Biddle, then President, declared, at a 
meeting of its stockholders, was preferable to the 
one that had expired, and in consequence of which, 
the charter was accepted by its stozkholders? 
Yes, I repeat, where did she stand at these two 


important periods? Did she prevent the suspen- | 


sion of specie payments in 1837 and 1839? As 
regards the last period, she was the first tọ suspend, 
and mainly instrumental in bringing it about. 


A meeting of the officers of the banks in Phila- | 
| delphia, were called together last October, without 


any previons notice as 'o the object, by most of 
them, and, to their astonishment, a proposition was 
made to suspend. I think thirteen banks were re- 
presented, and but three were tor suspension, and 


one of those three was the Bank of the Uniied ` 


States. The proposition was lost; notwithstanding, 
the next morning after this meeting, the Bank of 
the United States suspended, and thereby forced the 


| smaller institations, very reluctantly, however, to 


suspend also. Do not tnese facts prove, beyond 
the possibility of cavil, its inefficiency to control 
the State banks, curreficy, or exchanges? Does 


not the conduct of this bank, while the fiscal agent 
of the Government, satisfy you of the necessity of || 
the prompt separation of a Government from such :; 
! doubtless will continue to exist in the States, so 


institutions? Does her conduct not speak volumes 
against renewing the union? 


agent? Is it not fair to infer that no great depend- 


ance can be placed upon the faithfulness of a new |; 
institution? You have no assurance that a bank | 
And, sir, above all, ifthe | 
Government, by any possibility, can be made sub- © 


will be true to her trust. 


servient to such an institution, is it not our bound- 
en duty to refrain from employing such a danger- 
ous agent? Is any one, who hears me, satisfied to 
see their country sabject to the mandate of a bank? 
For my country’s honor, I bope not. 

I have, thus far, only spoken of the expediency 
of employing a bank as the fiscal agent of our Go- 
vernment, and will now only revert oge moment to 
its constitutionality. As there is no express power 


Would it be- wise, | 
would it be good policy, to create anew such a fiscal | 
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authorizing Congress to create a bank, and, as] 
believe, to carry out any one of the powers con. 
tained in that instrument does not require a bank 
therefore I am irresistibly led to the conclusion that 
a Bank of the United States is unconstitutional. In 
addition, I will call the attention of the committee 
to a report made in 1811, by a distinguished Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, to show his opinion, at that 
time, upon the question of the constitutionality of 
the existing Bank of the United Siates: 

“Mr. Clay, from the committee to whom was re. 
ferred the memorial of the stockholders of the 
Bank cf the United States, praying that an act 
might be passed to continue the corporate powers 


- of the bank fora further period, (I believe one 
' year,) to enable it to setile such of its concerns ag 
: may be depending on the 3d of March, 1811, re- 
` ported, that as they did not consider the bauk con- 
` stiational, they would not and could not grant the 


request.” 

I refer to this in order to show what were the 
opinions of that distinguished Senator at that time, 
and how far he carried them. 

The continuation of State banks, as our deposi- 
tories, appears to have but few advocates upon this 
floor; but, in candor, were I compelled to vote for 
a Bank of the United States, or State banks, I 
should give it for the latter. Yet, as they have 
been found inadequate to the task, and the best in- 
terests of the country call for an entire separation 
of theGovernment from the banks,I feel it my 
bounden duty to oppose their continuance. 

The State banks, by their own act, have sepa- 
rated themselves from the Government, and not by 
any compulsory process on the part of the Execu- 
tive. How did they separate themselves? By the 


. laws, under which they were created the deposito- 


ries of the public revenue, they were required, at 
all times, to redeem their paper in gold and silver; 
and so soon as they failed in this, they ceased to be 
depositories. Did not the Government act in good 
faith towards these institutions? Were they not 
continued as depositories up to the time of their 
suspension; and would they not have remained un- 
til this moment, performing the same service, bad 


‘they acted in good faith? To their, own faithless- 


ness must they attribute this separation, Aad, sit, 


` so far from the Executive and his friends indicat- 


ing any hostilities to these faithless institutions, I 
refer you to their conduct at the extra ses ion of 
1837. Unable to pay over to the Secretary of the 
Treasury the deposites due the Government, Con- 
gress, instead of compelling prompt payment, allow- 
ed them from six to eighteen months to liquidate the 
amount due Government, and at this very moment 
more than halfa million remains unsatisfied. Is this 
evidence of hostility towards these institutions? Does 
this show a disposition, on the part of this Admi- 
nistration, to destroy them? Disappointed in their 
confidence that these institutions would have been 
enabled to perform the duties of fiscal agents faith- 
fully and effectually, they have become satisfied of 
the absolute necessity of a separation. And to 
show the sentiments of the Executive upon this 
subject, I subjoin an extract from his first annual 
message: 

“The discontinuance of the use of State banks, 
for fiscal purposes, ought not to be regarded as a 
measure of hostility towards these institutions. 
Banks, properly established and conducted, are 
highly useful to the business of the country, and 


long as they conform to their laws, and are found 
to be safe and beneficial. How they should be 
created, what privileges they should enjoy, under 
what responsibilities they should act, and to what 
restrictions they should be subject, are questions 
which, as I observed on a previous occasion, be 
long to the States to decide. Upon their rights, or 
the exercise of them, the General Government can 
bave no motive to encroach. lis duty towards 
them is well performed when it refrains from legis- 
lating for their special benefit, because such legis- 
lation would violate the sprit of the Constitution, 


| and be unjust to cther interests; when it takes no 


steps to impair their usefulness, but so manages Ls 
own affairs a8 to make it the interest of those in- 
stitutions to strengthen and improve their condi- 


contained in the Constitution of the United States, | tion, for the security and welfare of the community 
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at large, they have no right to insist on a connec- 
tion with the Federal Government, nor the use of 
the pub:ic money, for their benefit.” sae: 
Having thus very briefly presented my objections 
to the re-esiabishment of a Bank of the United 


States, and to the continuation of State banks, as |: 


the fiscal agents of this Government, we now come 


i 


to the consideration of the system of an Indepen- - 
dent Treasury, as contemplated by the bill before 


us. What does it establish? 


A Treasury, in which shall be deposited all the ` 


moneys collected by Government agents. That the 
safekeeping, transfer, collecting, and disbursing of 


these public moneys, shall be performed exclusive- | 


ly by these agents, and not by banks. 


That the l 


moneys, so collected and disbursed, shall be, pro- | 


gressively, in gold and silver, and notes of specie- 


paying banks, until 1843, when the whole shall be . 
collected and disbursed in gold and silver, and ad- ` 


ditional safeguards for the more effectual preven- 
tion of frauds and peculations on the part of these 
agents. These, sir, are the important provisions 
of this bill; simple, plain, not complicated, safe, 
and efficient. For its security, for its efficiency, 
for its safety and stability, and, above all, for its 
Republican feature, in selecting and controlling its 
fiscal agents, should, and I have not a doubt will, 
receive the sant'ion and approbation of this House 
and country. Need I refer you to the system ad- 
vocated by Mr. Jefferson at the time the first Bank 
of the United States was chartered, similar to the 
one we now are considering? Need I remind you 
of its salutary influence, to a certain extent, upon 
our monetary system? Need I repeat a compari- 
son of this system with banks irresponsible to the 
Government? Need I call to your recollection the 
inefficiency of the existing laws, providing for the 
safekeeping, collecting, and disbarsing of the pub- 
Ne fands? Need I remind you of the strenuous 
effort made by the Bank ef the United States, when 
the fiscal agent, to overpower the Government, and 
force it to her terms, for its prefi rence over banks? 
I am sure I would be encroaching unnece rsari 


upon your time, did I enlarge upon these several : 


propositions; and therefore shall proceed to exa- 
mine the coasequences that the Oppositien would 
fain ascribe to the effects of this bill. 

First. That it creates cne currency for the Go- 
vernment, and another for the people; in other 
words, gold and silver for the office holders, paper 
currency for kepeople. - 

Itis impor taat, before we proceed to the exami- 
nation of th js assumption on the part of the Oppo- 
sition to this lill, to have defined what they mean 
by currency. Are we to understand them that the 
paper currency, as it now exists, should be univer- 
sal, so far as regards this Union? Ifso, and from the 
whole tenor of their arguments it is the fair inference, 
Itake issee. There is no axiom in political eto- 
nomy, more universally admitted than that currency 
should be uniform and of cqual value thronghsut a 
nation; if otherwise, injury is done to one portion of 
it. How will this principle apply to the present state 
of our currency? Is it uniform? Is it equal in 
value throughout the nation? Need I enlarge upon 
this point, to prove that it is rot? It will even be 
admitted that paper carrency itself, in different 
sections of the Union, differs in value; and from 
the Delaware to the most extreme southern point 
of the United States, all paper circulation is below 
the value of gold and silver, from five to twenty 
per cent. This, then, is the currency that the 
Government should receive, according to the 
views of the Opposition. Who would have sup- 
posed thal thereever could have beena party, ia this 
country, who would maintain sech a system, 
which militates against the Constitution, fastens 
upon us a depreciated paper circulation, and does 
most manifest injustice to the Government credi- 
tor? This bill does not create one currency for the 
Government and one for the people. It dees no 
mere than the Constitution requires. It is based 
upon the immutable principles of justioe; that is,: 
in its collection it demands, progressively, gold 
and silver, and in payments by the Government the 
same is paid to its ereditors. So with individuals 
in their transactions; no one is required to receive 
any currency of less value than gold and silver. 
And, sir, I will refer to an’ authority which cannot 


41 


| but have weight with the Opposition, maintaining, 
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with his usual force of argument, the necessity of 
the Government collecting its revenue in gold and 
silver. I allude to the distinguished Senator of 


: Massachusetts, (Mr. Wesster.) He says: 


“There was no nation which had guarded its 
currency with more care; for the framers of the 
Constitution, and those who enacted the early 
Statutes on this subject, were hard money men. 


` They had felt, and therefore duly appreciated, the 


evils of a paper medium; they therefore seduously 
guarded the currency of the United States from 


. debasement. The legal currency of the United 


` Mr. W. admitted it in its fullest extent. 


States was gold and silver coin; this was a subject 
in regard to which Congress had run into no 
folly. Mr. W. declined occupying the time of the 
House to prove that there wasa depreciation of 
the paper in circulation. The legal standard of 
value was gold and silver; the relation of 
paper to it proved its state, and the rate of its 
depreciation. Gold and silver currency, he said, 
was the law of the land at home,and the law of 
the world abroad. There could, in the present 
State of the world, be no other currency. In con- 
sequence of the immense paper issues having ba- 
nished specie from circulation, the Government 
bas been obliged, in direct violation of existing 
Statutes, to receive the-amount of their taxes in 
scmething which was not recognised by law as 
the money of the country, and which was, in fact, 
greatly depreciated. 


“As to the evil of the present state of things, 
If he was 
not mistaken, there were some millions in the 


` Treasury, of paper, which were nearly worthless, 


and were now wholly useless to the Govern- 


ment, by which an actual loss of considerable 


' amount must certainly be sustained by the Trea- 


sury. This was an evil which ought to be met 


' at once, because it would grow greater by indul- 


gence. In the end, the taxes must be paid in 
the legal money of theccuntry, and the sooner that 
was brought about the better. If Congress were 


j, to pass forty statntes on the subjeet, he said, they 


would not. make the law more conclusive than 
it now was—that nothing should be received in 
payment of duties to the Government but specie; 
and yet no regard was paid to the imperative in- 
janction of the law in this respect. The whole 
strength of the Government, he was of opinion, 
ought to be put forth to compel the payment of the 
duties and taxes to the Government, in the le- 
gal carrency of the country.” He hôlds the same 
strong language in a speech delivered in April, 


; 1816, on the collection of the revenue, which I- 


should have read, did I not desire to close my 
remarks as soon as possible. Who, upon this 
floor, has gone further than this distinguished Se- 


nator for a hard money currency?) Who has more . 


ably and triumphantly sustained the principle con- 
tained in the bill, of the progressive payment of 
gold and silver for taxes and duties? Who has 


: more impartially defended the duty of Govern- 
: ment to preserve our legal currency, and not to- 
, embark on the wide ocean of a paper currency? 


The gentlemen, in their eagerness to deceive the 
public, (and all for their love of the people, main- 


| tain and proclaim that this curreney, of gold and 
| silver, was only for the office holders. 


But what is 
the truth? Why, sir, of the whole collection, not 
one-tenth part of it goes to the office holders, To 
whom, then, is it paid? T. Government oreditors. 
And who are they? The war-worn soldier of the 
Revolution, whose services a country’s gratitude 
placed on the pension list, calls upon a pension 
agent at Natchez (for example) for his small pit- 
tance, and is paid in the bank paper of tbat city, 
fifieen per cent. below the value of gold and silver. 
And the soldier and volunteer, who now fights un- 
der the scorching sun of Florida, is to be paid in 
depreciated paper; and the sailor, too, “whose 
march is on the mountain wave, whose home is on 
the deep.” And shall I go farther, and tell you 
that the mechanic and the laborer, who toils from 
morn to eve, is to meet the same fate, if the system 
advocated by the Opposition is to prevail? Is such 
to be the currency of this country? Is this even- 
handed justice? 


Second. They allege that it will destroy the banks, 
credit, and currency of the country. 

How is this possible? The collection of twenty- 
five millions in gold and silver, throughout the 
‘Union, can have but little effect upon these institu- 
tions, one way or the other, and none whatever 
upon those that are solvent and prudentin their bu- 
siness. It is admitted, on all sides, that at no time 
can there be more than five millions of specie 
(when the whole dues are paid in this currency) in 
the Treasury, and the progressive principle con- 
tained in the bill will give the banks ample time to 
prepare for the change. 

Some gentlemen seem very much alarmed that 
this amount of gold and silver, that would remain 
in the Treasury, might seriously affect the specie 
basis of the banks. One moment’s reflection must 
dissipate such fears, if any do really exist. Assume 
that five millions in fourty-four are in the Trea- 
sury—how much, to supply this deficiency, would 
each bank Lave to purchase? We have nine hun- 
dred banks, whose capital is $358,000,000; and one 
and a half percent. upon their capital would supply 
that abstraction. Is it not well known that the 
State banks, when they were selected as deposito- 
ries, immediately enlarged their specie basis, by 
purchasing bullion from abroad? and surely it can 
be no hardship for these institutions to add this 
small amount to their specie basis. In addition to 
this, it enlarges our legal currency—an effect de- 
voutly to be desired. 

It will destroy credit. This proposition ig so 
wild and irrational, that I am suro Ī need not de-: 
tain you long upon its examination. How is it to: 
destroy credit? Is it because the Government 
fands are not to be any longer used by banks? 
Is it because she will not countenance unsound in- 
stitutions? I can imagine no other argument; and 
it is so brittle that it breaks with its own weight. 
I understand perfectly well, Mr. Chairman, the ob- ` 
ject of the effort made to ascribe to this bill the ef-* 
fect of destroying credit. Itis for the purpose of 
carrying forth to the country the idea that the 
friends of this measure are opposed to all credit. 
It is not true; the charge is without the slightest 
foundation. Noone has ever questioned the va-' 
lue of credit, so far as it contributes to advance 
productive industry, encourages a rational spirit of 
enterprise, and adds to the industrial capital. of 
the country; but when, by legislation, you create | 
means by which you can obtain credit, beyond 
the legitimate wants of the country, it will pro- 
duce evils, and under those evils we are now suf- 
fering; and which, we contend, eall loudly and 
strikingly for reformation. The credit'system has | 
been abused—has been’ inflated. Its abuse and 
inflation have been effected by an iannecessary in- 
crease of banking capital, (fifty per-cent. of which ° 
is fictitious,) not for the advancement of the real 
wealth of the country, but to open avenues by ' 
which the reckless speculator may draw means to 
purchase eur public domain, unproductive to him; 
by which individuals have been enticed from their ' 
usual avocations, to engage in business less labo- ' 
rious, but with a false hope ‘of being more pro- 
ductive, and without any capital; by “which the’ 
importer could flood our country with foreign pro- 
ducts, and by which the luxurious and unproductive ` 
class could revel in their pleasures. Whatever 
amount of credit and capital is necessary to give 
full efficacy and'power to all the branches of in-' 
dustry, should be encouraged and fostered; and, 
in the language of a celebrated auther, “the un- 
dertakers: of industry are really the heart of the 
body politic, and their capital is its bloéd.” eo 
` The President, in his special message, holds- this‘ 
language on the credit system: “In expressing these’ 
sentiments, I design not to undervalue the benefits 
of a salutary eredit- to -any branch of enterprise. 
The credit bestowed on probity and industry is the 
just reward of merit, and an honorable incentive to 
farther acquisition; hone ‘opposé‘it who leve their 
country, and understand its welfare. But when it 
is unduly encopraged; when it is made to inflame 
the public mind with the temptation of sudden and 
unsubstantial  wealth;-when it turns industry into 
paths that lead seonet or later to disappointment 
and distress, it becomes liable to censure, and needs 
correctiqn. . Far: from helping: probity and indus- 
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the ruia to which it leads falls most heavily on 'l is depressed, sacrifices made, and general ruin op- 


the great laboring c'asses, who are thrown suddenly N presses the landed interest; and that this state of 


out of employment, and by the failure of magnifi- 
cent schemes, never intended to enrich them, are 


deprived in a moment of their only resource | 


Abuses of credit and excesses in speculation will 
happen, in despite of the most salutary laws; no 
Government, perhaps, can altogether prevent them; 
but surely every Government can refrain from con- 
tyibuting the stimulus that calls them into life.” 
The currency is to be deranged; and how, I 
would ask? If I am to understand the gentlemen 
that the currency, as it now exists, is to be affected, 


and a currency equal to gold and silver, by the ope- | 


rations of this bill, to be substituted, I heartily re- 
spond to their proposition. But if they are for up- 
holding and maintaining the present depreciated 
currency, (and from the tenor of that argument l 
have a fair right to draw this conclusion,) then we 
are as far apart as the poles. This bill can have 
no further effect upon our currency than aid in its 
regeneration. 


Much has been said about money and currency, - 


and their effects upon the prosperity of a country. 
‘We have had brought forward the currencies of 
the different countries of the world, for our imita- 


tion; one party of this House contending that such _ 
a currency would be most likely to advance our 


best interests; another such an one. Now, sir, so 
far as regards my own reflections upon this subjec’, 
I am free to say, that I do not 
policy for this Government to imitate either. From 
our locality, from our wide and extensive domain, 
from the nature of our Government, we are forced 
to our own resources, for a stable ard uniform 
currency. The legal currency of this country is 
gold and silver; the general currency is a mixed 
one, composed of gold and silver, and bank notes. 
The important principle to attain is, to preserve 
this mixed currency stable and aniform. It seems 
conceded on all sides that we cannet dispense with 
banks; and, in discussing this question of policy, I 
assume it. ‘Then, sir, as our currency is a mixed 
one, how ís it uniformly to be preserved? 

The wise men who framed our Constitution (hav- 
ing the fatal consequences of a paper money, by 
aathority, before them) established no other cur- 
rency, or money, than gold and silver; and, if we 
desire to follow in their footsteps, this nation (com- 
posed of twenty-six sovereign States) must repu- 
diate any currency that is not its equivalent, as a 
representative of value. Money is generally un- 
derstood as the representative or measure of value; 
and it must be of equal value, or great injastice 
is imposed upon the community. And, sir, it is 
the universaily admitted opinion, 
silver is the most stable and uniform currency that 
can be devised; and, being of intrinsic 
value, has become the universal equivalent of any 
eommodity throughout the world. Not so with a 
paper currency. 

ly speaking, to a certain extent, a circulating 
credit. And, sir, it should -never be permitted to 
circulate for any length of time, when it does not 
realize, on demand, gold and silver. This, then, 
should be the aim of this nation to effect. We 
have had it demonstrated, that to encourage an 
excessive paper circulation is not the true po- 
liey of this Government; but to circumscribe 
it as far as our constitutional powers will 
permit. The withdrawal of the public funds 
from banks, and the requirements of payment, 
gradually, of our debts in gold and silver, will 
have, irrefragably,a salutary influence upon our 
monetary system. And, sir, if a reformation can- 
not be effected, the banking system will break 
down with its own weight. There will be no ne- 
cessity for legislation. I hold that no currency in 
this country can exist long, that does not maintain 
a gold and silver value. The people will not sub- 
mit to any other. 

Thirdly. That it will reduce the value of real 
estate, the wages of labor, and the productions of 
the country. 

‘When gentlemen are compelled to resort to as- 
sumptions like these to sustain their opposition to 
this bill, they most demonstrably prove the weak- 
ness of their position. How can this bill affect the 
value of real estate? Gentlemen say that property 


consider it the best || 


“rary. Banks contract; 


things is to be imputed to the Independent Treasu- 

It must be by some magic that a measure not 
in existence has produced such a supposed revolu- 
tion in our pecuniary affairs. Gentlemen are not 
to hope that bare assertion is to be admitted as 
fact, or false argument as true. No one who will 
examine dispassionately and impartially into cause 
and effect, but will admit that the true cause of the 
depression in the value of real property (if it does 
exist) is not the one assumed by the Opposition. I 
am not aware, however, Mr. Chairman, that the 
condition of the country, as assumed, is true; but 
for the argument admit it. What bas produced it? 
The facilities of procurisg means from banks 
brought into existence a speculative spirit, encou- 
raged unusual competition; which gave a fictitious 
value to lands, and advanced their price above 
their real value. This state of things was tempo- 
loans reduced; means 
cease; and of consequence a reduction in the no- 
minal value of land. In support of the justice of 
my conclusions, I will for a moment refer to days 
gone by. What was the cause of the pressure in 
the prices of lands, in 1818, °19, 20, 21, and °22, 


when the Bank of the United States was in exist-, 


ence? Yes, sir, tor the wide-spread ruin that then 
overwhelmed our farmers, I could appeal to those 
who reside in my district for its intensity. Lands 
that were sold at that time for twenty to thirty dol- 


` lars per acre, now bring from sixty to eighty dol- 


It has no intrinsic value; it is, | 


that gold and . 


lars. They then experienced real distress from the 
extension and contraction of bank credit. No In- 
dependent Treasury at that time. Itis, however, 
a consolation (in the wide spread desolation as de- 
picted by the opponents of this bill) that the far- 
mers of the district I have the honor to represent 
bave avoided the rock upon which they split in 
1819, ’20, 21, and ’22, and amid the present crush 
they stand unscathed. 

The value of the products of the farmer is re- 
duced by the operation of this bill, say its oppo- 
nents. In maintaing this proposition, they refer to 
the present prices of grain, and impute its depres- 
sion to the Independent Treasury. Do gentlemen 
seriously maintain this doctrine? If they do, I 
must confess that I was not prepared for such an 
absurdity. Prices of flour and grain are affected 
by supply and demand, and, in some measure, by 
expansions and contractions of credit. In 1820, 
flour was five dollars per barrel; in 1821, $3 75; 
in 1826, $4 50; in 1830, $4 50-—when there was no 
Independent Treasury to operate. What then the 
causes? There were two—the supply greater than 
the demand, and contraction of credit. What is 
the true cause now? - Through the bounties of Pro- 


| vidence, we have been blessed with a luxuriant 


harvest, and the farmer’s granariesare full to over- 
flowing. He must have a market for the surplus, 
and in proportion to the demand the prices will ad- 
vance ordecline. ‘There being no foreign demand 
for our staples, and a surcharge of the surplus ne- 
cessaty, prices of course decline; and in addition, 
the present condition of our banks more or less af- 
fects their prices. Notwithstanding this supera- 
bundance of our products, and no foreign demand 
for them, prices are net as low as they were in 
1821, °26, and °30. 

No one upon this floor can feel a deeper interest 
in the welfare and prosperity of the farmer than 
myself, and didI not, I should be unworthy a 
seat here. A large proportion of my constituents 
are farmers, whose support I have at ail times re- 
ceived, and for which friendship I trust I shall ne- 
ver desert their best interests. 

It will reduce the wages of labor. 

The productive labor of this country should be 
fostered and encouraged; and could I believe that 
this bill could have the least effect upon this class 
of our population, it should never receive my sup- 
port or vote. Batas I conscientiously believe it 
will be produetive of good, (to a certain extent,) 
and beneficial to this class of my fellow-citizens, I 
am impelled the more earnes!ly to advocate its pas- 
sage. What should the mechanic and laborer, 
whofhas toiled the week out, receive for his labor? 
Should he receive it in depreciated bank paper? 
Should that class of our citizens, whose productive 
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labor advances the true wealth of the nation, be 
compensated in less than gold and silver? Is this 
the doctrine of the Opposition? What are the 
prices of labor now? Have they been reduced ma- 
terially, oratali? Is not labor better compensated 
now than it was in many petiods during the exist- 
ence of the Bank of the United States? The en- 
deavor to impress upon the working class the idea 
that the Executive and his supporters are hostile to 
their interest, will not prevail. To no class of our 
community is the Democracy of the Union more 
indebted for its ascendency, and to no one class of 
its citizens will it cling more strongly, in main- 
taining their interest and supporting their welfare. 

I now come to the last branch of this subject— 
the prominent causes that have produced the un- 
settled state of our monetary affairs, and the fluc- 
tuations of trade upon our commercial, manufac- 
turing, and agricultural an'erests. 

An ineffectual effort has b.en made by the Op- 
position to attribute to the measures acd policy car- 
ried out and sustained by the late and present Ex- 
ecutive, the derang:d state of our currency, the vi- 
brations and uncertainty of trade, and the pressure 
now existing upon a certain portion of our com- 
munity. Would time allow me to enter into a full 
examination of the measures and policy of the late 
and present Administrations, I feel persuaded that I 
could satisfy every candid mind, who seeks for the 
truth, that so fai from the measures recommended 
by the President as being productive of these evils, 
had they been carried out, they would have, to a 
very great extent, averted the present condition of our 
country. The causes are too prominent to be es- 
chewed. They are no longer to be disguised. They 
are no longer to be enveloped in doubt and uncer- 
tainty by subterfuge and sophistry. They stand in 
bold relief before the people. And what are they? 
Excessive banking, carrying in its train excessive 
credit and an inflated currency, and the immense 
State loans created by issuing stocks (and which 
are held principally by foreign capitalists) for the 
purpose of prosecuting internal improvements and 
to provide for banking capital. These are of the 
prominent causes to which weare to ascribe our 
present monetary condition, and my design is to 
produce such facts as will conclusively sustain the 
position I have assumed. 

. In 1820, number of banks was 308, capital 
$137,000,000. 

In 1830, number of banks was 320, capital 
$148,600,000. 

In 1840, number of banks was (mark the dif- 
ference) 901, capital $360,000,000. 

The appalling fact is here developed, that the in- 
crease of banks, from 1830 to 1840, was five hun- 
dred and eighty-one, and the increase of capital, 
two hundred and eleven million dollars—seventy- 
five millions more than the whole capital of 1830. 
What other effect in our monetary system could 
have been anticipated, when these statements are 
before us? They opened at once a wild field for 
exce'sive credit and unsafe speculation; and how 
effectually was it embraced! In 1836, our imports 
exceeded our exports sixty-one millions. The 
banks discover that they have exiended their credit 
beyond their available means. Curtailment takes 
place. What the consequence? a pressue in 1837, 
and a suspension of specie payments—a resumption 
in 1838. The same game played in 1839—thirty- 
nine millions imported over our exports, and thirty- 
four mulieas more than in 1838, and another suse 
pension follows. And, in further elucidation of 
my views, contrast the sale of public lands be- 
tween 1830, °35,and °36. In 1830, one million 
two hundred thousand dollars; in 1835, fourteen 
million seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars; in 
1836, twenty-four million dollars. Does not this 
expose, establish, beyond the possibility of cavil, 
the cause of the present unwholesome and unsound 
condition of our moneyed concerns? Does it not 
prove that fictitious banking capital, to seek em- 
ployment, encouraged these enormous importa- 
tions and wild speculations in our public do- 
main? At one moment we have a redundancy of cir- 
culation, at another a contraction—contioually dis- 
turbing the due and natural course of trade. And 
let me here call the attention of the manufacturers 
as to the effects which this overbanking has had 
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upon their interes's. To impute your distresses to 
the Independent Treasury bill, as the opponents of 


the General Administration contend, cannot be | 


sastained by any fair reasoning. They have no 
data by which they have arrived to this conclusion. 
It is mere assertion, mere supposition. But I will 
show you, by data not to be overthrown, that the 
banks, by their enormous Icans to importers, have 
facilitated the introduction of a large surplus, be- 
yond the wants of the Government, of foreign 
goods, and which now are to be sold for what they 


will bring, to your great detriment and loss. They | 
have driven you out of the market, unless you | 


come in and submit to a wholesale sacrifice of your 
property. Had not these facilities been within the 
reach of the importers, would eighty five millions 
of foreign goods in two years beyond the exports, 
(and principally trom Engiand,) have been import- 
ed into this country, a supply far above the wants 
of the people? And had not more been imported 
than a wholesome trade would warrant, would it 
not have left you in the market, with a reasonable 
hope of realizing fair sales? Are you not, by this 
excess of foreign gcods, remaining in the markets 
of New York and Philadelphia, and now being sold 
at auction, without reserve, sensibly and materially 
affected in the sale of your manufactured goods? I 
leave you to answer. 

A new draio (and one of no common magnitude) 
upon the resources of our indusiry, has arisen in 
the enormous debt created by the different States of 
this Union, for the purposes cf internal improve- 
ment and of banking capital. Scarcely freed from 


a debt of one hundred and twenty millions dollars, ` 


made for the prosecution of the late war, and the 
people yet warm rejoicing in their deliverance, are 
overwhelmed with a debt of two hundred millions, 
which does not nett two per cent.; a loss of six mil- 
lions annually at least to the people of this country, 
payable to foreign capitalists. The effects pro- 
duced by this rapid and unexampled creation of a 
public debt upon our monetary system and sub- 
stantial interests of the country, are too manifert to 
be any longer concealed In the prosecution of my 
argument, it. is far from my intention to do any 
injustice to the States; nor do I doubt, in the least, 
{heir capability of meeting their engagements 
promptly and honestly. But my object isto ex- 
amine their condition with reference to its effects 
upon our monetary system, and the consequen- 
ces that have followed from their immense loans. 


It appears from unquestioned statements, that 


the debts coniracted by the different States, for 
banking, canals, railroad, and miscellaneous ob- 
jects, amount to not less than two hundred mil- 
lions of dollars, for which certificates of stocks and 
bonds have issued. These loans are principally 


taken by the Bank of the United States, and occa- | 
sionally by a few of the State banks; and as soon | 


as the negotiation had been closed, the amount is 
credited on their books to the States, and immedi- 
ately thereupon certificates of loan are issued in 
their favor. These certificates soon wend their 
way to Europe, through the Bank of the United 
States, tobe sold, to uphold their increased busi- 
hess, produced by specula'ing in these loans when 
they were without legitimate means. So soon as 
these stocks received a shock, confidence in their 
solidity was questioned by the capitalists of Eu- 
rope—sales ceased, unless from twenty to twenty- 
five per cent. below their par value, which deprives 
these banks of their anticipated resources. Disap- 
poiated in their means, they contract and oppress 
their debtors, notwithstanding they are not effeciu- 
ally relieved. Their situation continues imminent 
—bankruptcy is on their heels—suspension their 
dernier resort—the whole monetary system thereby 
deranged, and the people oppressed. This is one of 
the fatal resnlts occasioned by the States negotiating 
their loans with the banks. Another is, that they 
have given a siimulus to excessive importations de- 
monstrated by the repart of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on exports and imports, to which I call 
your attention. 

' From the year 1820 to 1830, (e'even years,) the 
excess of imports over exports was $37,662,959. 
From the year 1831 to 1838, (eight years,) the ex- 
cess of imports over exports was $194,319,920. 

`` The former period exhibits in the aggregate a le- 


gitimate business; the latter an overturning of the 
fair operations of trade. The difference of the im- 
| ports, in these two periods, is in favor of the latter 
$156,656,961. No less surprising is the fact that 
daring the same time, when, upon the fair princi- 
', ples of trade, our exports of gold and silver should 
. have exceeded, from 1831 to 1838, those from 1820 
; to 1830, the very reverse is the truth. 
| _ From 1821 to 1831, excess of exports of gold and 
'| silver, $3,497,000. From 1832 to 1838, excess of 
|| imports of gold and silver, $55,054,158, 

To what conclusions, from this extraordinary 
statement of facts, must we arrive? We are irre- 


i 
] 
| 


i 
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© sistibly compelled to attribute, in a great degree, the `` 
' deranged and unsound state of our monetary sys- ` 


tem, the oppression of our commercial and manu- 

facturing interests, and the immense increase of 

importations for the last eight years over our ex- 
: ports, to excessive banking at home, in connection 
with the vast Siate loans contracted in Europe. 


self justified in noticing the attacks made by 
honorable gentlemen upon Ex-President Jackson, 
whose whole life has been devoted to his country’s 
service, but sball content myself by merely observ- 
| ing that his name and actions have become part of 
ile his country’s history; and when the aged patriot 
| shall have ended his earthly career, and the green 
` sod of the valley covers his bones, then even party 

asperity will admit his virtues, and posterity will 
.. venerate his great name. And the present Execu- 
_ tive, “following in the footsteps of bis illustrious 
predecessor,” will, for his prudent, wise, and ener- 
getic administration of the Government, receive the 
unwavering support of his Democratic fellow-citi- 
zens, who bave nailed their banner at the mast- 
head, and spread it to the breeze, on which is in- 
scribed, in large and bright letters—AN INDE- 


1 


Í 


| 
| In conclusion, did time permit, I should feel my- | 
| 
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lows: 4 

Mr. Caataman: I had nofntention nor desire to 
engage in the discussion which this bill has pro- 
duced; because it is a bill perfectly intelligible in its 
| character and purpose, founded on Executive esti- 
mates, which have been subjected to the test of 
rigid calcalation and economy; and without an 
appropriation to cover which, the credit, charac- 
ter, and functions of our Goverament must imme- 
|; diately and severely suffer. 

On the merits of a financial measure so indis- 
pensable to the national welfare, I could anticipate 
no serious opposition from any quarter whatever; 
and still less a latitude of debate which embraces 
|| all the popular topics, whether pertinent or foreign, 


of this couatry, and settled the pretensions of rival 
candidates for lead and authority in the. national 
councils. 

But reality has dispelled the illusions of hope, 
and baffled the anticipations of a sanguine mind. 
And I have been daily compelled to witness the il- 
liberal distrust, jealousy, and fear, which have 

marked the debates of the Oppesition on the im- 
i portant subject which is now before us. Instead 
! of that temperate and enlightened policy which 
should pervade the National Legislature, and 
which should make each Representative of the peo- 


-from liberal sentiments and disinterested co-opera- 
tion in our efforts to prumote the public weal, each 
|! Opposition member seems to debate and to legislate 
on the principle that it ishis duty to cripple and 
disconcert the order of public business—to stop, 
to unhinge, and to dislocate the whole machinery 
of the Government, and to hang it up, like “a rusty 
mail, in monumental mockery.” | 

‘Union, sir, was the watchword to which our fa- 
thers unalterably adhered, and which enabled them 


iplomatic ex- | 


Mr. HOPKINS Nee seats as fol- | 


‘| weighty or light, ludicrous or grave, which for a |: 
series of years have agitated the political parties | 


ple sensible of the good which always emanates |; 


Nanaia ena 


to bequeath to us the precious inheritence we now 
enjoy; but which inheritence, I fear, we are fated to 
contaminate and impair, if not ultimately to de- 
Stroy, by departing from the enlightened and pz- 
tr.otic policy on which they acted. Now-a-days 
that wise and liberal assurance of mutual cont = 
dence and support is forgotten in a fierce collision 
of jarring and conflicting passions, which can have 
no better tendency than to weaken and to under- 
mine the wholesome institutions of our common 
country. 

I am persuaded, sir, that if gentlemen will ex- 
tend the sphere of their political horizon, and look 
down the vista of futurity, they must perceive the 
deplorable consequences to which this illiberal and 
short-sighted policy infallibly tends. They must 
see that this miserable and inglorious scuffle for 


: power and place is calculated to debase the heart 


` and understanding, to sour and eradicate all those 


generous and patriotic feelings which a benevolent 
nature implanted within us, and to depreciate the 
ais of free government all round the civilized 
globe. 

Every government which the ingenuity of man 
has hitherto devised, has been necessarily attended 
with expense, and whoever expects to see any go- 
vernment successfully administered without the re- 
quisite pecuniary means, indulges an expectation 
that is vain and visionary, irrational and absurd. 
We must take the choicest dispensations of Provi- 
dence with the alloy inseparable from them, and 
submit with resignation to the unavoidable condi- 
tions, while we enjoy the advantages of his omni- 
patent goodness. 

To censure and depreciate our public characters 
with an indiscriminate and hasty zeal, and to 
charge every grievance, whether real or imaginary, 


. national or private, to the folly and depravity of 


the Government, is the most ungenerous and un- 
profitable office which a Representative of the peo- 
ple can perform. It requires nei‘her good breed- 


: ing, intelligence, gratitude, nor patriotism, to per- 


form it; and I feel it to be a duty which I owe to 
the whole country, and to my constituents espe- 
cially, to remain no longer a silent listener to de- 
nunciations se illiberal, groundless, and futile, as 
those which have been so profusely lavished on the 
Administration by the Federal spsakers; speakers 
who seem delighted with every opportunity to bla- 
zon and exaggerate the distresses of their country, 
and to discourse about every thing, rather than the 
necessary business which is now before us. 

-Before I proceed, however, to a consideration of 
the most important topics which the bill presents, { 
invoke the indulgence of this committee, while I 
make some passing commentaries on a document 
which Was just been published, and circulated for 
political effect; a document which has been forced 
into the debate here, and which was designed to 
give to the people, while going to the polls to de- 
cide a great political contest, an exaggerated, unex- 
plained, and odious representation of the expendi- 
tures of the Government from 1824 to 1837, nclu- 
sive, and of our Democratic policy and measures 
in relation to the national defence. I allude, sir, to 
the document signed by R. Gartanp, Joun BELL, 
Joun M. Borts, Tuos. Corwin, M.-H. GMNNELL, 
J. C. CLARK, LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, TRUMAN 
Smira,and CLarLES NayLor, who style themselves 
“The Executive Commitiee.” Here, sir, is an ex- 
tract from it: : 


Expenditures for the year 184, = - - $15,330, 144.71 
Do. 1825, > . 11,490,459 94 
Do, 1826, . 13,062,316 27 
Do. 187, - - 12,653,095 65 
Do. 1829, 13,496,041 45 
Do, 1829, . 2,660,460: 
Do. 1830, - 13,229,533 
Do. 1831, 13,864,067 90 
Do. 1832, : 16,516,388 77 
Do. 1833, - š 22713.755 11 
Do: 18%, . 19,425,417 £5 

0. 6 è , 
D ie? 39,161,745 £7 


o. 1837, - - : 

This document is calculated to create a belief 
that it -was prepared by a committee regularly 
raised by public authority, to investigate the ex- 
penses of the Government, and the military ecndi- 
tion of the country. It is proper, therefore, that 
the public should know that neither House of Con- 
gress, nor any Department of the Government, ever 
raised or authorized that committee; bat that, o2 
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the contrary, the members of it were raised and 
organized by the Federal party in Congress, and 
pever had any mere legal authority to exercise the 

vince of a committee than the bumblest private 
citizens of the nation have. And, as if they wisely 
distrusted their own intrinsic weight with the na- 
tion, they have artfully endeavored to derive a 
fraudulent assistance irom the assumption of a 
character they never deserved, and to which they 
never had even a colurable tile. But the mem- 
mers of this seif-sty:ed Executive Committee repre- 
seat a party notoncus for the assumption of im- 
posing pames—a party which has always enter- 
tained the dclusive notion that party usmes could 
prevail over publie principles, in the control and 
direction of the Government. Hence, whenever 
their public actions have rendered a parucular 
mame odious to the people, their names, but not 
their actions, have been suddenly changet., 


The name of Federalist was one under which — 
the bigh- handed tyranny of the elder Adams perpe- 


uated so many mischievous deeds, toat it was 
abandoned for the more hopeful name of Federal 
Republican. But the spirit of encroachment on 
the constitutional charter of our liberties continued 
the same, and induced that bated and perplexed 
party to assume the name of National Republi- 
cans, and to maintain it until the short and disas- 
trous Presidency of the younger Adams forced 
upon that party the necessity of another name. 
Accordingly, under the advisement of that noto- 


rious personage, James Watson Webb, the chosen — 


champions of a hopeless cause assumed the name 
of Whigs. Yet, under al! this chameieonism of 
party names, the hae and character of their politi- 
cal principles have remained the same; and, as if 
infatuation was disposed continually to afilict this 
disconsolate, deluded party, these ancient Federal- 


ists and modern Whigs now avow no public prin- - 


ciples whatever, except the principle of raising 
themselves into power and place. 

Boldly presuming on the ignorance and credulity 
of their fellow-men, they ostentatiously parade be- 
fore the public view sach coarse and vulgar pa- 

ntry as only gratifies the senses of a savage race. 

y impudently rate all reason and argument 
above the comprehension of the vulgar crowd; and 
treating the experience of half a century as a liar 
and a cheat, they rely on fictions as a commendable 
substitute for the realities, of truth. Asa fancied 
equivalent for common sense, they resort to defa- 
mation and abuse. And to sait each shifting and 
occasional! calculation of selfish policy, they parcel 
themselves out, under the auspices of every name, 
elaptrap and humbug, that promises to serve a 
temporary end. 


No wonder, therefore, that sundry individuals of | 


this party sbould assume the name of “Executive 
Committee,” and pat forth, to every portion of the 
country, their political addresses. Of one of these 
addresses, the following is a copy: 


“W asHinaton, January 24, 1840. 
“Sm: The undersigned, an Executive Committee, appointed 
by the Opporition members of Congress, have taken the liberty 
of appointing you an Executive and Corresponding Committee 
for your county, and we have the honor of enclosing a prospec- 
tus for the Madisonian. We recommend that paper to the con- 
fidence and support of the opponents of the Administration 
throughout the couutry. The committee attach much im- 
portance to a general circulation of the Madisonian, and other 
political pamphcis, calculated to enlighten the public mind. 
subscribers which you may procure (and we doubt not, 
ic log the cheapness and ability of the Paper, they will be 
mny) wiil be entitled, gratie, to all such pamp Met. 
“We have confidence thal it will afford you pleasure to aid us 
n our efforts to rescue the Administration of the Government 
from the hands of the present imbecile and corrupt incumbents. 
With the aid of an honest and fearless prese, these effuris, we 
trust, will be successful. We are awase that the acceptance of 
this appointment may subject you to some sacrifice: your pa- 
triotiem is a sufficient guarantee that it will be borne with cheer- 
fulness. The consideration that we are in the service of an in- 
ured and crushed peuple, should animate us in the use of every 
rable bree to effect the common object in view—the 
rFemorauon of overnment tothedays of her patriot Presi- 
dents. Your obedient arvana, P 
R. GARLAND, La. 
Jonn BELL, ‘Tennessee, 
J. M. Bo Va. 
Tars. Corwin, Ohio. 
M. H. GrnisseLt, N. Y. 
LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, Mass. 
Truman SMITH, Conn. 
Cuas. NAYLOR, Pa. 
J.C. CLARK, N. Y. 
i , . Committee.” 
As this commitiee was appointed by the whole 


Federal party in Congress, and has acied, daring 
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the session, with the knowledge and approbation 
of that party, here and e'sewhere, it is fair to con- 
clude that the commit’ee truly represents the party 
by which it was created. 

But, | think, Mr. Chairman, you will presently 
agree with me that there is no member of that selt- 
styled “Executive Commitee,” who can be very 
deeply interested in giving to a Democratic Acmi- 
pisuation a fairand impartial trial; especially on 
the subject of those Southern rights which Mr. Van 
Buren is solemnly pledged to support, and which |: 
various members of this committee have resolved || 
to oppose, and have already opposed, to the fuil ex- | 
tent of their abilities. 

On the 4hof March, 1839, “The Connecticut |} 
Anti-Slavery Seciety propounded to Mr. Truman | 
Smith the tolowing question, Viz: | 

“Ist. Are you in lavor of the immediate aboli- :| 


! tion of slavery in the D.strict of Columbia? 


“91, Are you opposed to the admission into this 
Usion cf any new Siate Waose cuusutution tolerates 


| slavery?” 


Aud on the 17th of March, 1839, Mr. Smith an- 
swered in the affirmative, and boldly avowed that 
here were “queswons of inlissoluble right, where 
here could be no concession nor comprom's?.” 

In an address to the eleclors of Chenango county, 
published on the 3d of November, 1°33, Mr. John 
C. Clark, while a candidate for Congress, declared 
that the right of petition belonged equally to all 
“without reference to condition or color;”? and ex- 
pressed the fervent hope that the period was not 
remote when “the appeals of the fiee, the humane, 
and the oppressed, for the abolition cf slavery, 
would not be made in vain.” 

Mr. Thomas Corwin, the present candidate ef the 
Federa} party for the office of Governor in Ohio, 
recoided his vote with his associates Mezsrs. Sm:th, 
Clark, Gates, and S'ade, against a resolution of- 
fered in the Houte of Representatives by Mr. Wm. 
Cost Johnson, declaring that “no petition, memo- 
tial, or resolation, or other paper, praying the abo- 
lition of slavery in the District of Columbia, or any , 
State or Teiritory, or the slave trade between the 
States or Territories of the United States in which 
it now exists, shall be received by the House, or 
entertained in any manner whatever.” 

Eut do not fear, Mr. Chairman, that I have re- 
solved to distress you wiih a separate biographical 
notice of the illustrious nine who compose the se!f+ | 
styled executive committee. They are friendly 
companions, one and all, associated in a common 
cause; and have, like their ancestors before them, 

linked their fortunes in one concerted Federal tie. 
But there is one member who deserves a special 


remembrance; for he was notorious, in very memo- |' 


rab'e days, for an open resistance to men and 
measures on which our proudest recollections de- 
light to dwell. ‘The memory cf the Hartfort Con- 
vention cannot die. It is embalmed in memory 
and recorded in history as a negative example to 
after times. One of the grievances which the New 
England Federal party of that day complained of, 
was, that the Southern Sia'es had an undue share 
of power in the constitutional appo:tionment of 
representatives to Congress; and the Hartford Con- 
vention labored to divest the South ef a portion of 
its political power, and to prevent the admission 
in'o the Union of every slavcholding State. 

When this nation was engaged in the thickest of 
aperilovs and douttful war with England; a war 
fur national honor and independence; a war on the 
issues of which the liberties of the only Republic in 
the world depended, the honv-rable Leverett SaL- 
TONSTALL prominently figured on the public stage. 
If a faithful memory fails menot, he was then a | 
member of the Massachusetts Legislaiure, in 
which he brought forward and supported the me- 
morable measures of the Hartford Convention; 
measures calculated to defeat the public will, to 
discourage the national defence, to encourage the 
public enemy to ravage our coast, to burn our 
towns, to desolate our fruitful fieids; and, in a spi- 
rit of savage barbarity, te violate youth, beauty, 
acd innocence; and to spare no sacred altars, and 
no household gods. 

“At the extra session of the Massachusetts Le- 
gislature, in October, 1814, Governor Strong’s 
message was referred to aselect committee, com- 
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posel of the following members: Messts. Otis, 
Bemis, and Wood, of the Senate, and Messrs, 
Sullivan, Saltonstall, Lincoln, and Whitman, of 
the Howe of Representatives; which commitiee, 
on the 8th of October, reported in favor of calling 
the Hartford Convention.” The report recom- 
mends a choice of delegates to that convention, in 
which other Slates were earnestly invited to 
unite; and the committee declarcd that the Con- 
stitution of the Un:ted States, under the admuistra~ 
tion of the persons then in power, had failed 
to secure to the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts and the Eastern sections of the Union, 
those equal rights and benefits which were the 
great objecis of its formation; and which they 


| could not relinquisiy without ruin to themselves 
| and their posterity. 


Taat those grievances justi- 
hed and required vigorous, persevering, and 
peaceabie efforts to unite those who realize the suf- 
terings and foresee the dangers of the country, in 


. some system of measures to obtain reliel, for which 


the ordinary mo te of procuring amendmenis to the 
Constitution ailurds no rezsonable expectation, in 
season to prevent the completion of its ruin. That 
the people, however, possessed the means of 
certain redress; and that as their safety, which was 
the supreme law, was in question, those means 
shouid be prompily applied. 

Yes, Mr. SauronstaLt and his coadjutors pre- 
vaiicd on their disa‘lecied brethren in the New 
Eagland States to organize the Hartford Conven- 
tion, the members of which were collected from 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and 
Vermont; and which Convention did, on the 4ih of 
January, 1814, prepare and promulgate to the 
world, a long report and many resolutions, all tend- 
ing to depreciate and revile the measures of their 
own Government, and to force this nation to 
ground her arms, and to surrender our honor and 
iadependence to English tyranny and domination. 
In one of these Hartford Convention resolutions 
the ominous tureat was boldy proclaimed, “tbat if 
the application of those States to the Government 
of the United States, as recommended in a preceding 
resolution, should be un:uccessful, aud peace 
should not be concluded, and the defence of thuse 
States should continue to be neglected, it would be 
expedient for the Legislatures of the several States 
to appoint delegates to another convention, to meet 
at Boston, on the third Thursday of June, 1814, 
with such powers and instructions as the exigency 
of a crisis so momentous should require.” 

That this unhallowed work might speedily pro- 
gress, and the Hartford Convention be freely en- 
couraged in a factious opposition to the national 
will, and to frowa with indignation on the national 
success and a further prosecution of the war, the 
Massachusetts Senate, thea wholly controlled by 


: the Federalists, resolved, on the 15ih June, 1813, 
: that “in a war like the p:esent, waged without jus- 


tifiable cause, and prosecuted ina manner which 
indicates that conquest and. ambition are its real 
motive, itis not becoming a meral and religious 
people to express any approbation of military or 
naval exploits which are not immediately connect 
ed with our seacoast and soil.” : 


However disguised, sir, the obvious tendency of 
those proceedings in the Massachusetts Legislature 
and the Hartford convention was to prepare the 
way fora separation of the Union, and the forma- 
tion of a different structare of government. And, 
indeed, in the various debates which recommended 
those proceedings, it was boldly contended that the 
Constitution of this country could no longer be re- 
spected; and that arevolntion in the Government 
should carry no terrors to a patrictic heart. 

That the Hartford convention spirits of the last 
war are part and parcel of the Whig or Federal 
party of the present day, is obvious from the fact 
thatevery surviving member of that convention is 
acting with the Whigs; and that each deceased 
member died in that political faith, under some 
one of the various names which the Federal party 
has capriciously assumed. : 

In support of this assertion, you will allow me 
to avouch the testimony of the honorable gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, (Mr. Parmenrer} who 
resides in the vicinity of Boston, where the Harte 
ford Convention drama was gotten up, and where 
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some of the actors in that dark tragedy stili re- 
side. 

Ia the fall of 1838, when the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. SaLToNsTaLt] was a candidate 
for the seat he now holds in this House, “the Es- 


- sex Antslavery convention” propounded to hima ; 


variety of questions on the subject of slavery. 

To these questions Mr. SatTonstatt, en the Ist 
of November, made a ‘ong reply, the substance of 
which is embraced in the tollowisg extracts, viz: 


- asto the constitutional power of Congress to abolish slavery 
and the slave trade in the Distri.¢ of Columbia, I have never 
had any doubt, and did not suppose, until recently, thatit could 


be made a question, or that the exercise of the power would be j 


opposed on that ground. F think it cleat, also, as a general 
priacipie, that Congrese has power to abolish slavery in the 
` à . 7 


Territories. 2 


“The question as to the constitutional power of Congress to 
abolish the slave trade between the States is one of more dif- 
ficulty. i . ` : ` a 


“But, nat to enlarge, from what examination Ihave given ihe 
subject, my present opinion is, that Corgress has the power to 
prohibit the slave trade between the Siates, 


“Those powers with which the Constitution has invested Con- 
giess relate to vastly important subjects. None more fo can 
come under their consideration, Surely no reason can be found 
in their great importance, why they should not be exercised. 
However delicate, exciting, er complicated, questions in roli- 
tion to slavery may be, ur may be made, they ought, in my 
opinion, to he brought before Congress, and to be made the 
subject of full, free. and deliberate discussion in that legisla- 
tive body, which alone has the power to remedy these evils. 
No one who has noviced the ‘signs of tha times,’ and the progress 
of opinion concerning slavery, not only in the United Scates, 
but throughout the civitized world, can donbt but these subjects 
must be brought forward, and that Congress must, and will, 
eventually, exercise their constitutional power in relation to 
them. Ydonot now see what is to be sained by delay, or how 
these questions are to becomes less difficult or complicated by 


postponement. On the contrary, with my present views, I am- 


of opinion that Congress ought immediately to exercise its full 
constitu ional powers, by efficient legisla:ion on the subject of 
slavery. 

“I have always considered it a sufficient ground for a want 
of confidence in ihe President of the Unit:d States, that, in 
entering on the duties of his office, he madethe gratuitous 
declaration, in effect, that he should veto any billwhici for its 
object the abolition of slavery in the Dis rict of Columbia— 
the most objectionabie sentiment ever avowed by a Chief Ma- 
gistrate of this nation.” 


During our last war with England, the genile- 
man [Mr. S.] was also a prominent member of the 
Essex Convention, over which Timothy Pickering 
presided; and from which convention that Federal 
junto promulgated so many treasonable threats, 
and disreputalle slanders against Jefferson, Madi- 
son and their pclitical friends. 


The memorable document which that junto 
issued on the 12th of Jaly, 1812, may sufiee as a 
sample of the rest. Here, sir, is an extract 
from it: 


“We have the confession of Mr. Jefferson, when in an evil 
hour he ganed the President’s chair, that the United States 
were in the full tide of successful experiment. And what has 
chinged the scene? What has produced years of suffering, and 
at'ength war? The zotal depurture from those principles of 
ad ainistering out Government which had brought in a full tide 
of prosperity.” 


. . , . * 


“Our country is greviously oppressed by prohibitions of 
trade, wantonly imposed by the Government of the United 
Sates, and its measure of iniquity is now filled up, by a de- 
claration of war, impolitic, unnecessary and unjust. 

“We willnot submit. Men deaf to the voice of reason and 
justice must be deprived of power. : 

“We delare that our rulers, (James Madison and the Repub- 
liean administration of that time) have forfeited all public con- 
fidence, and that onr dearest in‘erests require every possible’ 
effurt to reduce them to private life. 

“Those representatives who supported and voted for those 
pernicious measures, and finally for the desperate and 
atrocious act of declaring war, have shown themselves to be 
enemies of the Commonwealth. 

“Onr commnninterest, liberty.and safety are now more in: 
jured by the doings of our National Government, than they 
were, who, in 1775, took up arms to defend them against the 

g of the Government of Great Britain.” 
ay order of the Convention.” 
: “TIMOTHY PICKERING, President. 


‘Here, then, sir, is a great cen‘ral committee 
which the Federal party have organized at the seat 
of Government, some cf whose members.stand 
pledged’ to abulsh slavery in every form, and 
whenever they can; and to ripen and to consum- 
mate that vastand horrid scheme of politica! am- 
bition, which the Federalists of the South and Abo- 
litionists of the North have conjointly planned to 
sever the Union, and to cover the land with murder, 
rebellion, and bleod. And, as if to insult the pride, to 
awaken the apprebensign,and to kindle the indigna- 
tion of every Southern pajsjot, a Hariford Con- 
yentlon politician is selected’ to couneel and to 
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guide!—a peace-loving hero, who, in the hour of 


batte, stood upon the confines of treason to his 
country’s cause, and had only to make another 
sep to reach the felon’s gallows, or the headman’s 
ace! z 

Yet, sir, this public spirited patriot—this heroic 
chompion of liberty and law—now modestly in- 
vekes a restoration of this Goverament to the days 
of our patriot Presidents! 


Surely, sir, Democrats who desire the mainte- 
nance of Southern rights may well distrust the po- 
liey of any restoration which such a seif. created 
Executive Committee is calculated to preduce; and 
very safely ascribe the pretended fear of a stand- 
ing army, the affected, new born zeal for public 
economy and the general weal, and all the va- 
rious political scarecrows of the day, to the same 
Federal aristocracy which has always labored un- 
der a political disability to be pleased with any 
thing that a Democratic Administration could ef- 
fect; and which has steadily endeavored to depre- 
ciate the honor, prosperity, and institutions of this 


country, whenever Federalism ceased to rule it | 


legitimately by the grace of God. 


This financial document, artfully prepared by 
a self-created Executive Committee, purports to 
prove by an unexplained statement taken from the 
Treasury Department, in 1838, that the expendi- 
tures of the United States amounted, in 1837, to 
$39,164,745; and, on the credit of the unexplained 
staten.ent, the credulous and uninformed mubi- 
tude are invited to betieve that the current ordinary 
expenses of the Government have reached this 
magnitude under the auspices of our present De- 
mocratic Administration. ; 


The very same Treasury Department, from 
whence the Executive Committee obtained their 
unexplained statement, fully and prec‘sely shows 
each separate itém of the public expenditures. 
Yet this fair, impartial, patriotic, self-created exe- 
cutive ecmmitiee produced nothing, and stated no- 
thing, which indicates how, or for what purpose, 
any one it m of those public expenditures accrued. 
No; that would have defeated the purpose for which 
the precious document was ccneccted, and would 
have convinced the public mind that the practice 
and profe:sions of the present Administration have 
fairly conformed to the public expectation and de- 
sire. oes 

But, sir, delusion must take her dusky flight, and 
public justice must be amply vincicaled. The 
whole and wholesome truth is what the people anx- 
ious'y desire, and are entitled to receive. And it 
shall go freely forth to the world, that every honest 
and rational man may comprehend. and acknow- 
ledge the wrongs—the flagrant, wilful wrongs—that 
have been offered to this wise, upright, and econo- 
mical Administration, 

Here, sir, is a tabular statement, showing, in 
three separate columns, the public expenditures from 
1824 to 1839, inclusive: 


Aggregate amount| Aggregate amount Aggregate amount 
of all expendi- independent ofj for permanent 
tures, or pay-| the payments on| and ordinary pur- 
ments of every; account of the| poses, excluding 

Years! kind, from the: public deht, whe-| payments on ac- 

Treasury. | ther funded or! count of objects 
. unfunded. j either extraordi- 

l i f ; nary or tempora- 

; i i ry. 

SERER PAO cic 2 ca 
1924 | $31,998,538 47; $15,330,144 7L: 87,107,892 -05 
1825 23,585,804 72 | 11,490,459 $4 | 6,537.67) 27 
1826 24,103,398 46 : 13,062,316 27 : 7,058,872 12 
1827 ' 22,656,764 04 | 12,653,059 65 ! 7,427,175 78 
1923 | 25,459,479 52 ! 33,296.04 45 | 7,788,594 86 
1829 | 25,044,358 40 į 12,660,460 62 7.503.204 46 
1830 | 24,685,28; 55 | 13,229,533. 33 | 7,624,82/ 56 
1831! 39,038,416 12. 13,864,067 90 ' 7.679,412 66 
1832 | 34,356.698 06 | 16,516,338 77 8 562.650 42 
1833 į 24,257,299 49 ; 22,713,753 LL | 8,827,095 77 
1834 | 24,601,982 44 | 18.425.417 25 | 9.667,797 97 
1535 17,573,141 56 | 17.514,950 28 1 9,157,490 32 
1836| 30,868,164 04 30,863,164 0t] 11,688,987 18 
1837 - 87,265,037 15 ; 37,243,214 24}. 13,095,321 §3 
1833 39,455,438 235 | 33,849,718 08 13.837 594 44 
1839 | - 37,129,395-50 | 25,982,797 75 12,325,800 18 


And here, sit, is another tabular statement, show- 
ing the public expenditures for extraordinary ob- 


jects, including the public debt, in 1837, 1838, and” 
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1839; that is, duiing the three years of Mr. Van 
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‘The first of these tabular statements exhibits the 
aggregate expenditures; and the second one the de- 
tailed, separate expenditures for extraordinary and 
temporary purposes, including the public debt. 

The second table explaixs the third column in 
the first one; and the two tables will enable every 
citizen to understand the true amount and charac- 
ter of our publicexpenditures. They clearly show 
that the public expenditures for permanent and or- 
dinary purposes have never amounted to $14,000,- 
000, during any one year ofthe present Adminis- 
tration. 

The table commences with the last year of Mr. 
Monroe’s administration, and comes down through 
the single term of Mr. Adams, the two terms of 
General Jackson, and the three years of Mr. Van 
Buren; and applies the same impartial rule to them 
all. It first gives the aggregate, and then separates 
the extraordinary from the ordinary expense; and 
by a simple exhibition of figures, clearly shows 
that the aggregate expense of Mr. Monroe’s ad- 
ministraticn was not, as has been too often asserted, 
asserted, only $13,000,000, but about the double of, 
that; while the frugality claimed for any preceding’ 
administration at the expense of Mr. Van Buren’s, 
is deceptious and unreal, and is only apparent,even. 
in a fallacious form, when resort is had to the 
very process which reduces the expense of Mr. 
Van Buren’s administration below the sum of 
$14,000,000; that is, by a deduction of the extraors 
dinary. Pape 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have met with no gentle- 
man of enlarged views and knowledge of this great. 
country, who would venture to assert that 
$14,000,000 as wa prodigal allowance for the curs. 
rent expenses of a nation so extensive in. terrilory, 
so expansive in action, and go progressive in 
wealth, power, and resources, as „the Republic of 
the United States. Every gentleman, I think, cen- - 
cedes the propriety of such an allowance for the 
maintenance ofa Government so mighty as this. 
But the Opposition party endeavor to fasten on the, 
Administration the.exelasive responsibility and the, 
public odium of every expenditure beyond this 
sum; and onfeirly argue that the President isbound, 
withoutregard.to the public will, to Congressional 

tion, í to limit by Executive inters 
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ference the public expenditures toa determinate 
and precise sum. 

This doctrine of the Opposition is arbitrary and 
cruel, and exposes the President to certain and 
undivided censure, no matter what his conduct 
may be. For if be approves a bill for any extra- 
ordinary or temporary expenditure of money, he 
s forthwith charged with extravagance and prodi- 
gality. Ifhbe rejects it, he is charged with settled 
hostility to the improvement of his country; and 
the ready and concocted clamor goes forth that the 

ablic prosperity is paralyzed by futhless shocks 
rom the veto power of the President. 

This, sir, is the same sort of ungrateful treat- 


ment which President Jackson received from the | 


pretended friends of a strictand frugal Government. 
When G:neral Jackson was placed at the head 
of the Government, the Jeffersonian expounders of 
the Constitution were feeble and few; and not more 
than forty-five trusty Democrats could be mas- 
tered in the House on a call of the roll, 
Federal construction had become so strongly 


| 


armed with gravers’ tools and mining implements, ; 


that paper money was creaied without stint; and 
while sturdy mountains stooped their ponderous 
heads, artificial rivers and magnificent roads 
every where proclaimed the extravagant log-roll- 
ing spirit ol the age. The representative integrity 
of the nation had capitulated to the potent and 
seductive assaults of corruption. Members of 
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road involves, were discussed until President Mon- 
roe vetoed one of the Cumberland road hills; ard 
in the debate on Feote’s resc'ution, to authorize the 
Vice President to call to order for words spoken in 
the Senate, Mr. Van Buren alluded to his vote on 
the Cumberland read bill, and declared that it was 
the only vote he had ever given in the Senate, 
which could be tortured into a departure from the 
principles he truly entertained—that he deeply re- 
gretted the vote—that if the question were presented 
again, he should vote against it; and that he ap- 
plauded the course of President Monroe, when he 
stamped his negative upon that bill. His annual 


rity of his views upon this important subject, and 
has subjected him to the violent censure of the lati- 
tudinous Whig party, who claim and exercise un- 
limited authority to appropriate the national reve- 


` nne to objects ef internal improvement, and then 


charge the evil consequences on the Democratic 
party. © 

On the 14th of February Jast, the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Barnarp] a talented and 


|. distinguished Whig, asserted on this floor that “the 


and the conductors of the press, had , 
spoiled their pocke!s with the fatal lure of a great | 
moneyed power, acling in open defiance of the ; 


Government, 

And the last hope of a written Constitution, and 
the perpetuity of free government, resided in the 
Executive breast, in the stout and honest heart of 
General Jackson. He defended the sacred charge. 
And his veto of the Maysville road bill and the 
United States Bank must ever rank in history 

the proudest of his civil achievements. He 
who had faced with dauntless breast the foreign 
tyrants of his country, nerved his heroic soul to a 
successful combat with those stealthy corraptors 
and internal enemies of the Republic. 

The earnest solicitude which President Jack- 
soa constantly evinced to limit the public expendi- 
tures to the economical wants of a frugal Govern- 
ment, is matter of history; and is illustrated in his 
public messages to Congress, in bis opposition to a 
tariff for protection, to the system of internal im- 
provements, to a continvance of the United States 
Bank, and to a!l those doubtfal and constructive 
powers, the exercise of which created perpetual 
discord in the nation, and an appalling drain on 
the public Treasury; and I may add, sir, that his 
economical spirit was strongly manifested in the 
on bata of more than fifty millions of the national 

bt. 


Still the public expenditures greatly exceeded his 
expectation and desire. But that was his misfor- 
tune rather than his fault. He could not possibly 
prevent it; for he never had, at any time, from 
the commencement to the close of his eventful ad- 
ministration, a majority in both Houses ot Con- 
gress,and he was sometimes found, I believe sir, 
in a minority in both. 

But oo motive but the public good could touch 
his impenetrable heart. He persevered, and at- 
tained his ends; and by the purity of his purposes, 
the wisdom of his councils, the vigor of his resolves, 
and the cloudless glory of bis character, brought 
back the body politic to a healthfal constitutional 
acion. 

That Mr. Van Buren has also endeavored, by 

2ry constitatior al and rightful method, to check 
the spirit of extravagance which has prevailed in 

tae expenditure of the public funds, there is abun- 
dant evidence to prove. In his able and explicit 
letter of October, 1832, to the North Carolina com- 
mittee at Shocco Springs, he expressed the opinion 
fiat the general interests of the whole country 
would be greatly promoted by withholding appro- 
priations for internal improvements, until some 
co sstitational regulation upon the subj:et could be 
provided. It is true, sir, he once voted fora bill 
to authorize tolls on the Cumberland road, a public 
work projected many years before. But I am not 
aware that the constitutional powers which that 
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i! great interest of internal improvement by the Ge- 


neral Government, was placed in jeopardy by the 
attitude which President Van Buren had assumed 
towards it. “Here, in my place, and on my re- 
sponsibility, as a member of this House, I charge 


| (said he) that the President of the United States 


has now assumed an attitude of distinct and avow- 
ed hostility to the policy of making farther appro- 
priations for internal improvements; and I shall re- 
fer to proof of the fact. I make this charge, not 
certainly in the way of reproach, since the Presi- 


| dent has acted in the matter, in the discharge of his 


constitutional duty, as the official adviser of this 


House; and, asI am bound to suppose, according | 


to his conviction of right and duty; bat I speak of 


the matter of fact, as I shall now show itto be: a | 


matter beyond doubt or controversy.» The gen- 
tleman [Mr. Barnarp] having exhibited the evi- 
dence in support of his charge against the Presi- 
dent, said that nobody con!d doubt, who looked 


| into the evidence, that it was the settled policy of 
| the President, in which he was sustained by his Se- 


cretaries, that no appropriation whatever ought to 
be made, the preseat year at least, for works of in- 
ternal improvement. That the President insisted, 
in the strongest terms, on the duty of Congress to 
keep the appropriations within the estimates pre- 


sented; and insisted that nothing should be appro- , 
That | 
both the Legis'ature and the Faecutive should be | 


priated for works of interna! improvement. 


held to the strictest accountability if any thing of 
the sort should be permitted; and intimated that he 
(the President) might interpose his veto authority 
to prevent it? 

It is passing hard, therefore, that the Federalists 
should, in the teeth of their own voluntary evi- 


dence, charge the President with a disposition to | 


dissipate the public funds, and to encourage extra- | 


vagance in the most dargerous and hateful forms. 
If, during the present administration of the Go- 


vernment, an iacrease in the aggregateexpenditures ' 


of the nation has taken place, the items referred to 
in the table I have produced, will fairly exhibit the 
purpose and characier of it; and prove that the in- 
crease has arisen in the army and navy—in the In- 
dian service—in the Incian wars—in the removal 
of the Indians, and in the purchase of their lanes— 
in the protection of our Northern and Western 
frontiers—in our public arms and manitions of 
war—in the defence of our maritime coast—in pen- 
sions—in the remuneration of our gallant officers 
and soldiers—in the charges of national legislation 
—in durable fire proof edifices for the public offices 
and archives—and in the various expenditures 
for the District of Columbia, over which Congress 
exercises a guardian care. 

It is not my purpose here to vindicate either the 
separate or aggregate expenditures made under the 
present and past Administrations; but to prove that 
such expendilures cannot be honestly condemned 
by the Opposition party, for the obvious reason 
that those expenditures, at the very time they were 
authorized, received more countenance and sup- 
port from the Opposition, than they ever did from 
the Administration party, 


` message to the present Congress, proves the since- 
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The votes on which the yeas and nays were 
taken in Congress, during the present and past Ad- 
ministrations, will plainly show, that a large majo- 
rity of the Opposinon memb ts did freely and cor- 
dially support the bilis for extraordinary appropria- 
tions. These votes are recorded in the journals of 
Congress, promulgated and confirmed in the 
speeches and proceedings of the day; and furnish 
abundant, undeniable, and conclusive proof, as I 
shall now attempt to show. 

The “Act supplementary tothe act for the relief of 
certain surviving officers and soldiers ef the Revo- 
Tution,” approved 7th June, 132, passed the House 
of Representatives by a vote of yeas 128, nays 45; 
of the affirmative, 60 were of the Opposition. Of 


_ the negative, 20 were of the Opposition. 


In the Senate, this bill was passed by a vote of 
yeas 24, nays 19. In the affirmative, 15 ot the 
Opposition, in the negative but 2. 

The aggregate expenditure under this bill has 
been $11,922,232. 

A bill authorizing a subscription to the stock 
of the Alexandria Canal Company, approved 25th 
June, 1832, was ordered to a third reading in the 
House of Representatives, by a vote of yeas 90, nays 
78. Of the afirmative, 69 were of the Opposition, 
of the negative, only 11. 

In the Senate, the vote upon this bill was yeas 
38, nays 5. Of the affirmative, 22 were of the Op- 
position, of the negative, none. Sum appropriated 
by this bill was $100,000. 

A bill to raise a regiment of mounted rangers, 
approved June 15, 1832, passed the Senate by a 
vote of yeas 30, nays 11. 18 of the Opposition for 
the bill, and 3 against it. 

The yeas and nays were not taken on this bill in 
the House of Representa'ives, but I infer from the 
favorable consideration given to it in the Senate by 
members in the Opposition, that it received the sup- 
port of their friends in the House. 

This regiment of rangers was subsequently con- 
veried into one of dragoons, and has produced an 
annual expenditure of $300,000, making in eight 
years §2,400,000. 

A bill vesting in the corporation of the city of 
Washington the rights of the Washington Canal 
Company, approved May 31st, 1832, was passed in 
the House of Representatives by a vote of yeas 99, 
nays 91. Of the affirmative, 70 were of the Oppo- 


| sition; of the negative, only 13. 


The expenditure under this bill was $150,000. 

A bill to improve the navigation of the Potomac 
river between Georgetown and Alexandria, ap- 
proved March 2d, 1833, was passed in the House 
of Representatives by a vote of yeas 105, nays 69. 
Of the affirmative, 66 were of the Opposition; of 
the negative, only 11. 

The expenditure under this bill was $150,000. 

A joint resolution for the continuation of Gales | 
and Seaton’s compilation of State Papers, approved 
2d March, 1833, passed the Senate by a vote of 
yeas 22,nays9. Of the affirmative, 18 were of 
the Opposition; of the negative, 1. 

The expenditure under this act was $145,606. 


A bill for the benefit of th city of Washington, 
(interest on Helland debt,) approved June 28th, 
1834, passed the House of Representatives by a 
vote of yeas 98, nays 78. Of the affirmative, 53 
-were of Opposition; of the negative, only 11. 


In the Senate this bill was passed by a vote of 
yeas 21,nays 19. Of the affirmative, 18 were of 
the Opposition; of the negative, 8. 

The expenditure under this bill was $70,000. 

A bill for the better organization of the marine 
corps, approved June 30th, 1834, passed the Senate 
by a vote of yeas 25, nays 12. Of the affirmative, 
19 were of the Opposition; of the negative, 1. 

This act produced an annual expenditure of 
about $70,000; exclusive of an increase of the 
pay of officers of the corps by other acts, making 
in six years the aggregate sum of $420,000. 

A bill to regulate the pay of the navy, approved 
March 3d, 1835, was ordered to a third reading in 
the Senate by a vote of yeas 29, nays 12. Of the 
affirmative, 21 were of the Opposition; and of the 
negative, only three. 

This bill passed the House of Representatives 
bya vole of yeas 117, nays 103, Of the affirma- 
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tive, 6l were of the Opposition; and of the nega- 
tive, only 14. 

According to the estimate of the Fourth Auditor, 
this bill produced an increased annval expenditure 
ot about $500,000, which, in five years, amounts 
to $2,500,000. 

A bill authorizing the South Sea and Pacific 
Ocean Exploring Expedition, approved May l4th, 
1836, passed the House of Representatives by a 
vote of yeas 92, nays 68. Of the affirmative, 45 
were of the Opposition; and of the negative, 25. 

The estimates of expenditure under this act, in 
1836,-37,-38, and °39, amount to the sum of 


382. 

A bill for the relief of the corporate cities of the 

District of Columbia, approved May 20, 1836, 

the Senate by a vole of yeas 17, nays 16. 

Of the affirmative, 9 were of the Opposition, and of 
the negative 7. 

This bill passed the House of Representatives by 
avoteof 110; nays 69. Of the affirmative, 56 
were of the Opposition, and of the negative, only 
twenty. 

The appropriation under this bill was $1,500,000. 

A bill to regulate the compensation of certain 
officers of the revenue cutters, approved July 2, 
1836, passed the House of Representatives by a 
vote of yeas 143, nays 52. Of the affirmative, 51 
were of the Opposition, and of the negative 29. 

This bill produced an annual increase of expen- 
diture, (taking the number of oflicers now in the 
service as the rule of calcalation,) of $17,684, 
making, in four years,an aggregate increase of 
$70,736. 

A bill to raise an additional reziment of dragoons 
er mounted rflemen, approved May 23, 1836, 
passed the House of Representatives by a vo'e of 
yeas 145, nays 32. Of the affirmative, 59 were of 
the Opposition, and of the negative only 17. 

The annual increase of expenditures under this 
bill is about $300,000, making an agzregate, in 
four years, of $1,200,000. 

A bill to provide for the improvement of certain 
harbors, and for the removal of obstructions at the 
mouths of certain rivers, and for other purposes, 
approved March 3d, 1837, passed the House of 
Representatives by a vote of yeas 107, nays 51. 
Of the affirmative, 49 were «f the Opposition, and 
in the negative 23. This bill passed the Senate by 
a vote of yeas 24, nays 17. Of the affirmative, 10 
were of the Opposition, and of the negative only 3. 

The exp:nditare under this bill was $300,000. 

' A bill to amend the jadicial system, approved 
March 3d, 1837, passed the Senate by a vote of 
yeas 38, nay 1. Of the affirmative, 22 were of the 
Opposition. 

A bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year 1836, producing an increased ex- 
penditare, was ordered toa third reading in the Se- 
nate by a vote of yeas 41, nay 1. Of the afirma- 
tive, 23 were of the Upposition. 

A bill for the collection of materials, and the pur- 
chase of sites, &c. for the construction of certain 
fortifications, passed the Senate on the 26:h of May, 
1836, by a vote of yeas 31, nays 9. Of the affir- 
mative, 11 were of the Opposition. 

A bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year 1837, passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives February 23d, 1837. An amendment 
appropriating $400,000 for six vessels of war, was 
agreed to in the House by a vote of yeas 116, nays 
48. Of the affirmative, 50 were of the Opposition, 
and of the negative 23. : 

A resolation for the purchase of books for distri- 
bution among such members of the 25th Congress 
as had not received the same under former resolu- 
tions, was introduced by Mr. Rariden, and on the 
27th Janury, 1838, passed by a vote of yeas 113, 
nays 71. Of the affirmative, 54 were of the Oppo- 
sition, and of the negative 31. i 

A bill making partial appropriations for the sup- 

ression of Indan hostilities of 1838, passed the 

ouse of Representatives by a vote of yeas 164, 
nays 2. Ofthe affirmative 75 were of the Opposi- 
tion, and of the negative 2. 

The appropriation under this bill was $1,000,000. 

A bill making appropriations for preventing and 

pressing Indian hostilities for the year 1838 and 


sup 
for extenrages of 1637, parsed the House of Repre» 
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sentatives by a vote of yeas 143, nays 37. Of the 
affirmative 48 were of the Opposition, and of the 
negative 35. 

The appropriation under this bill was $6,739,410. 

A bill making an appropriation for the continua- 
tion of the Cumberland road, passed the House of 
Representatives by a vote of yeas 96, nays 80. Of 
the affirmative 65 were of the Opposition, and of 
the negative 24. 

The appropriation under this bill was $459,850. 

A bill making appropriations for building light- 
houses, &c. passed the House of Representativs by 
a vote of yeas 65, nays 56. Of the affirmative 41 
were of the Opposition, and of the negative 16. 
~ The amount of appropriation under this bill 
was $307,000. 

A bill to provide for certain harbors, and for the 
removal of obstractions at the mouths of certain 
rivers, &c. during the year 1838, passed the House 
of Representatives by a vote of yeas 108, nays 81. 
Of the affirmative 65 were of the Opposition, and of 
the negative 27. — 

The appropriation under this bill was $1,535,008. 

This account of our national appropriations and 
expenditures is faithful and trae; and is fully il- 
lustrated and confirmed by the unimpeached and 
unimpeachable records of the whole country. No 
ingenuity can falsify it. No sophistry can pervert 
it. Tt must remain forever as a lasting refutation 
and wholesome rebuke of all the idle, ungenerous, 
and disingenuous chatges which have been con- 
tinually made against the present administration of 
the Government. 

Isigh, Mr. Chairman, over the frailties of poli- 
tical ambition, and the degeneracy of partisan 
morals, when, in the very teeth of such authentic 
and irrefutable evidence—evidence which proves 
the sincere and persevering disposition of the Ad- 
ministration party to keep the public expenditures 
within the limits of a wise and wholesome economy 
—we daily witness the bold, ceaseless, and unscru- 
pulous efforts of the Federal party to distort facts— 
to reprobate the very expenditures which they 
themselves did publicly advise—to cast on others 
the evi! and the odium of a public prodigality 
which they themselves created and continually sus- 
tained by their own recorded speeches and votes— 
to barter the refined andenduring gold of private 
and national justice for the acquisition of some 
trashy capital in hand; and to reverse the proper 
positions, and the faithful lights in which the 
muse of history should record the character and the 
actions of our public men. 


No force should resist, no art repress, nor sub-’ 


terfuge avert the public indignation, when reckless, 


factious partisans desperately determine to govern ` 


or to ruin a great and prosperous nation. Truth, 
virtue, patrio'ism, and wisdom, give a preferable 
title to command the councils of a free, enlighten- 
ed people; and must always lie at the bottom of 
national glory and felicity. 

No party, however emulous of rule, or exalted 
in authority, can venture with impunity to weak» 
en and to undermine this fair and solid founda- 
tion of Republican prosperity. f 

We owe it to the bounty of Providence that the 
mischievous desires of the heart are often counter- 
acted by a strange confusion of the head, which 
makes desperate politicians audacious without 
art, and hypocritical without deceiving. Nature 
has implanted a salotary instinct in the mind, 
anda sense of eternal justice in the heart, which 
enables every virtuous people to appreciate their 
honest benefactors, and to protect them against the 
crafty combinations of confederated foes; the schem- 
ing avarice of party strife; and all the vile, re- 
vengeful, maddening rage of disappointed ambition. 

Gentlemen in the Opposition exaggerate the 
distress of the times; and prognosticate a restora- 
tion of national felicity under the hopeful reign of 
General Harrison. They first overcharge their 
picture of distress; and then applaud ihe effica- 
cious panacea of a National Bank, in makirg a 
cure, and in raising and maintaining the prices of 
our staple productions. 

Gir, the future may be ‘safely predicted froma 
faithfal history af the past. During the palmy days 


of the National Bank there was as much general 


ank. 
Wheat, 75 cents a bushel, 
Flour, $4 25 the barrel, 
Oats, 20 cents the bushel, 
Corn, 35 do 
Potatoes, 18 do 

Beef, $2 50 to $3 cwt. 
Pork, $4 per cwt. 
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distress, and as much fluctation in the prices of our 


staple commodities as there has been since. 


The average price of flour in Philadelphia, dur- 


ing the four years of Mr. Adams’s administration 


was $5 113. Daring the eight years of General 


Jackson’s administration, it was $5 90. During 
the four years of Mr. Van Buren’s administration 
it has not been Jess than $7. 


In Niles’s Register, under date of October 9th, 1819, we find 


the following: 


“ WHeat—The Buffalo Journal of the 14th ultimo, says 


considerable quantities of wheat of the first quality were sold 
during the pare week at thirty seven and a half cents the 
bushel; and t 

at that price.” 


e Gazette says, it did not meet a ready sale even 


Again: “There was a considerable sale of geod and whole- 


some flour in Baltimore, a few days since, which afier the cost 
of transportation and other incidental expenses were paid, 
yielded the owner only $1 25 cents the darrel.”—Regveter, 
March 17, 1821. 


This was under the reign of the National Bank and during 


the “era of good feelings” in Mr. Monroe’s administration. But 
one then had the folly totell the farmers, that these low pricea 
were owing to theadministration, nor could they be charged to 
the want of a National Bank. But let us come ten years later— 
take the year 1830, with a National Bank, and 1810 without a 
National Bank. The prices in those yeara in the great Western 
màrkot for bread stuffs and provisions, Rochester, were as fol- 
ows: A 


In April, En serie Naliona In February, 1840, without a 


National Bank. 
Wheat, 8S cents a bushel, 
Flour, $5 25 the barrel, 
Oates, 31 cents the bushel, 
Corn, 47 do 
Potatoes, 20 do 
Beef, $4 to $5 cwt. 

Pork, $5 per cwt. 


I present, sir, a statement of prices, taken in part 


from the Pennsylvanian, and in part from the 


Globe, and which, I presume, is correct: 
PRICES OF FLOUR, 
For the first three months of the year, from 1796 to 
1840, inclusive. 


Years. January. February. March. 
1796 $12 00 $13 50 $15 00 
1797 1000 1000 10°00 
1798 8 50 8 50 8 50 
1799 9 50 9 50 9 25 
1800 
1801 1150 1125 11 50. 
1802 7 00 7 00 700° 
1803 6 50 6 50 6 50 
1804 7 50 6 50 7 00 
1805 1100 1225 1300 
1806 7 50 7 50 7 00 
1807 7 50 7 20 7 00 
1808 (embargo) 6 00 7 50 7 00 
1809 do 5 50 7 00 7 00 
1810* 7 75 8 00 8-25 
1811 11 00 10 50 10 50 
18412 (war) 10 50 10 123} 975 
1813 do 11 00 10 00 9 50 
1814 do 9 25 8 25 8 00 
1815 do 8 00 8 00 7 75 
1816 9 00 9 00 8 00 
1817 1350 1375 1425 
1818 1000 1075 10 50 
1819 9 00 8 75 8 25 
1820 6 00 5 50 5 00 
1821 4 00 4 00 3 75 
1822 695 625 625, 
1823 7 00 675 °7.00° 
1824 6 00 6 00 6 12 
1825 4 87 5 12 512 
1826 476 475 450 . 
1827 5 75 6 00 575- 
1828 5 00 4 87 4 75 
1829 8 50 8 25 8 00 
1830 4 62 4 50 4 50 ` 
1831 6 12 6 25 700 
1832 5 50 5 50 5 50 
1833 5 75 5 00 5 50 
1834 § 25 5 00 5 87 
1835 4 87 5 00 5 00 
1836 6 50 6 62 6 75 
1837 1100 1000 1000 ; 
1838 10 00 11 00 9.75 
1839 - 8 00 8 00 7 50 
840 7 25 612 6 00 


1 ` 
From 1811, when the charter of the old Natione 


al Bank expired, to 1816, when the recent United 
States. Bank was ineorporated, the average price ` 
of flour in Philadelphia was $9 19,.and so great 


Fin July and Angan this year p11 and gus, 
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was the tluctuation in the prices of that artic'e af- 
ter the Nationa! Bank commenced business, that 
in 1820 flour fell to $4 72, the smallest average 
price in the Philadelphia market since 1790. 

. Here we find that when the National Bank was 
in all its noon of power and fame—in the prospe- 
rous golden days of 1830—the prices of produce 
were considerably lower than they now are, under 
all the hindrance and embarrassment which a sus- 
pension of specie payments by the “great regula- 


tor” and its attendant satellites was calculated to 


produce. 


‘The embarrassment and distress which gentle- 7 


men complain of have been produced, in a great | 


measure, by the very policy which their own politi- 
cal friends have advocated and forced on the coun- 
uy. 

I propose, sir, to examine some of the prominent 
causes of this imputed embarrassment and distress; . 


and, unless I am grossly deceived, or wholly inca- :: 


pable of comprehension, I think I may affirm that | 


the Administration is in no way responsible for ‘| 


them. The secret of the pecuniary revulsion which 
has fallen on the banks, impaired their credit, and 
disconcerted the natural order of trade, lies in 
causes over which the General Government could 
exercise no control, without a total prohibition of 
all the wise and salutary principles of the Consti- 
tution. 

Itis the province of a considerate mind some- 
times to recur as well to fundamental principles, as 
to past events, and to profit by the lessons which 
Doth yare calculated to afford. To that wholesome 
preliminary of political action I fain weuld:invite 
the gentlemen on the other side. 

But I cannot anticipate obedience to the invita- 
tion. Gentlemen seem desperately engaged in a 


struggle for lead and authority in the national |i 


councils; and insist that the spoils of office they 
burn to enjoy, are abused and perverted by their 
political opponents. In the patriotic pursuit: of the 
glittering prize, rna are so blinded by preju- 
dice and rage that they cannot ste, or seeing, will 
not admit, that aay thing that is good, praiseworthy, 
or honorable, can tbe accomplished by any other 
mortal man than the modern Federal Whigs;-or 
that any calamity, private or national, can fall up- 
on jhe land, without the direct agency or sinister 
eonnivance of a Democratic Administration. 

However capricious in principle, familiar to the 
changes of their party cognomen; and habituated to 
every shifting and occasional expedient of public 
policy, no wild bee woos the odors of the morn 
with more delight, nor takes a course more directly 
to the honeyed ‘hive, than do the Federal Whigs | 
in their inflexible endeavors after power and place. 

The wealth, glory, and stability of the nation 
mustall be levelled to the mite, that Federal 

` Whigs may rise upon the collected ruins. 

A little attention, sir, to the condition of our fo- 
‘reign trade for seyeral years past, and a comparison 
of-our exports. with. our imports, will satisfy the 
committee that the balance of trade has accumu- 
lated against us to a very injudicous amount, 


The reports of the Secretary of the Treasury 
show, that from 1820 to 1830 the imports were - 


s v oa $625,451,517 
And the exports, -> ” - 587,788,558 
Excess of imports over ‘exports, and 


balance against the United States, $37,662,959 
Presenting for that period an average balance 
of foreign trade against us of three millions four 
hundred thousand dollars per annum. 
From 1830 to 1838, the imports were $869,780,304 
Exporis > - 675,460,384 


‘Making an excess or balance against 
us of €194,319,920 
In eight years, averaging upwards ot twenty-four 

millions each year. 

What produced this fearful balance against our 
foreign trade? 

_ -One of. the most direct and efficient causes was 

the free and continual issues of paper money, 

+ which occasioned a rise in the nominal price of 

every commodity among us. 


The consequence was thit the high price of fo- 


reign productions tempted ‘foreigners to send us a 
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large amount of commodities, while the high price 
of our domestic productions prevented foreigners 
from taking in exchange a large amount of our 
own commodities. As therefore we bought from 
foreigners more than they bought from us, they 
would not take the paper, but the coin of the banks; 
and they took the coin in such quantities as to 


leave the banks without an adequate supply for 
banking purposes. 
: The consequence was, the banks failed, violated 
their engagements to the nation, and defrauded their , 


bill holders. If the affairs‘of the banks had been 


previously well mannaged, the,banks might have . 
diminished the issue of notes, called in a portion ` 


, of thei: debts, and stopped the exportation of sil- 


ver and gold. 


Another cause of this balance ef trade against 


| us, is to be traced to the prodigal facility with which 
‘| the various States created public debts, for the re- 


demption of which they pledged bonds and stocks, 
which were. sold abroad at depreciated prices, 
and for what they would bring. 

A printed publication, under the authority of 
Mr. Flagg, late Comptroller of the State of New 
York, shows the debts contracted under the autho- 
rity of the different States that have, from 1820 to 
1838, resorted to the expedient of borrowing mo- 
ney on the credit of their stocks and bonds bear- 
ing interest, and redeemable at a distant day. 


For Banking - - - $52,640,000 
“ Canals - = - 60,201,551 
“ Railroads . = - - 42,871,084 
“« Turnpikes and Macadam roads 6,618,958 | 
% Miscellaneous objects - 8,474,684 


Making an aggregate of State debts of $170,806,277 


Of which sum $148,226,657 were contracted be- | 
| tween 1830 and 1838; during which period the ex- 


cess of imports over exports swelled to the enor- 
mous sum of $194,319,920. 

To the amount of this public debt, created by 
the States, may be added the bonds and other liabi- 
lities which, within andsince the period which I have 


. named, have been issued and sent into foreign mar- 


kets for the benefit of incorporated companies; 
and which, according to a recent computation, 
Swell the grand aggregate of our foreign debt to 
$200,000,000. = 

The security upon which this fearful balance 
was suffered to remain unliquidated, was founded 
principally on State bonds and stocks, and notes 
issued by corporations created by the States. For 
the redemption of the principal and interest of such 


bonds and stocks, the faith of the States has been | 


solemnly pledged. These bonds and stocks are most 


` ly in the hands of foreigners, buta fair and henest 


redemption of them is not, on that account, the 
less sacred and obligatory. 

A public debt of $280,000,000, and an annual 
interest of ten or twelve millions more, with the 
unavoidable pecuniary means annually to be raised 
to discharge the current and ordinary obligations 
of the State and Federal Governmen's will, for ma- 


ny years to come, tax the property and industry of | 
the people, and weaken the resources of every State | 
which has improvidently borrowed capital to in- | 


vest in expensive and unproductive sckemes. 


Ihave already stated that from 1820 to 1838, | 


there was an average excess of imports over ex- 
ports of twenty-four millions of dollars, every year, 
Through the instrumentality of bankers and attor- 
neys, our State bends and stocks reached the hands 
of foreign capitalists, who paid for them principal- 
ly in promiscuous merchandise, while the foreign 


gold and silver, which we received in part pay- | 
ment, only stimulated the spirit of extravagance | 
and speculation; and were quickly reinvested again | 


to bkat the excess of our importations. 


From 1820 te 1830, the exportations of gold | 
$70,932,660 | 


from the United States amounted to 

The importation of gold into the 
United States, for the same pe- 
riod, amounted to 


Making the excess of exportations 


From 1830 to 1838, the rae leaner of gold | 


into the United States amounted to 


$92,991,308 
‘The oxpostation of gold from the 


} 
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United States for the same pt- 
riod amounted to - - 39,646,136 
Making, within eight years, an ex- 
cess of importations of - $53,345,171 
Add to this the excess of mer- y 
- 148,174,045 


chandise for the same period 


$201,519,217 
From this sum deduct a deficit of 
merchandise in the year 1838 


8,908,282 


And the aggregate excess, for eight 
years, amounts to - - $192,610,935 
Whoever, sir, will examine the origin and pro- 

gress of our foreign debt, will perceive that they 

have closely indicated the constantly growing ex- 
cess of our imports over our exports, since the 

year 1820. 

From 1820 to 1830, the amount of our State 
debts was only $26,000,000; at which period the 
balance or excess cf imports over exporis was only 
$37,662,959. And here we reach the fatal period 
at which State legislation began unwisely to pam- 
per the extravagance of the day; when State bonds 
and State stocks were continually and profusely 
issued for public objects of imaginary utility. 

From 1830 to 1838, the stocks and bonds, issued 
under the authority ef State Legislatures, amount- 


nœ ed to $148,000,000; during which period our im- 
| ports exceeded our exports by $192, 610,935. 


69,144,645 | 
$1,788,015 | 


Private and incorporated companies, reckless in- 
dividuals, and scvereign States, all indulged in the 
heedless enterprise of a speculative cupidity. This 
pervading spirit multiplisd banks, and covered the 
land with-paper money, 

. Ia 1820, there were in the United States 308 
banks, with a capital of $137,110,611, whereof 
$19,000,000 were in specie. - 

In 1830, there were in the United States 330 
banks, wih a capital of $145,192,268; whereof 
$22,114,917 were in specie. : Sai 

In 1838, there were in the United States 829 
banks, with a capital of $317,636,778; whereof 
$35,184,112 were in specie. ~ : 

There is, Mr. Chairman, another comparison of 
cotemporaneous events to. which it may not be in- 
appropriate to allude. 

From 1820 to 1830, the sales of the public lands 
amounted to the sum of $13,300,826.. - 

From 1830 to 1838, $69,917,824. 

In the singie year of 1836, the sales of the public 
lands amounted to the sum of $25,167,233, 

Here we see that the effect of the issue and sale 
of State bonds and stocks, and of corporate tiabili- 
ties of various sorts, furnished the means of feed- 
ing and sustaining the inordinate speculative spirit 
of the age; and which led to an exchange of mil- 
lions of acres of the most valuable public domain 
for depreciated bank notes, till the famous specie 
circalsr of 13837, measurably checked the general 
mischief, by requiring payment for the publie 
lands to be made in coin. 

But ro deeply seated was the passion of speeu- 
lation, that even after the banks suspended in 1837, 
the specie payments for public lands exceeded, in 
that very year, $7,000,000. 

Again, sir, trom 1820 to 1830, there was not 
one barrel of flour, or one bushel of wheat, im- 
ported into the United States. Whereas, from 
1830 to 1838, we imported into the United States 
5,643,075 bushels of wheat. 

This shows that the spirit of speculation had so 
greatly diverted the labor of the country from the 
cultivation of the soil, that some portion of our fo- 
ae debt was created even for the necessaries of 
ife. 

Yet, sir, with all thisstartling evidence before us, 
gentlemen can find nothing in the legislation of the 
various States, in the unbridled avarice of banking 
institutions, nor in the general, wide-spread prodi- 
gality of the age, which could disturb the whole- 
some regularity of that foreigm trade with which our 
own domestic prcsperity has become so intimately 
blended. l > 

No, sir, this loved disturbance of the country’s 
weal must be traced to a Democratic President; or 
else ‘‘Othello’s occupations gope,” and the source 
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Ce eter tacoma crss a aera 
of Whigish hope and Federal expectation dries up. 
While the Federal speakers tax their inquisitive 
minds, and perpiex iheir fraittul imaginations, to 
create an exaggerated national distress, and to as- 
sign political causes for it, they have remembered 
to forget the explicit testimony of their favorite wit- 
ness—the late President of the United States Bank. 
But Mr. Nicholas Biddle shall now come torth; 
and the Federal orators who labor to depreciate the 
value of their own Government, shall have the be- 
nefit of his wisdom and experience. À 
Io a published essay which that gentleman wrote, 
he portrayed the causes which have produced aa 
enormous foreign debt, a reduction of our exports, | 
and a suspension of specie payments by the banks ' 
the United Siates. And even he who waged a ` 


ford and arrogant war against the Government, |, 


and who has been ever ready to condemn it witha 
severe and unscrupu'ous pen, does not pretend that 
the course of ihe Administration has tended, in the 
least, to create disorders in the currency, fluciua- 
tions in the market, or any of the general embarrass- 
ment and.distress which the dis.ontented genile- 
Men so might ly delight to paint. 

“ESSAY ON THE CURRENCY, BY MR. N. BIDDLE. 

“The currency of the United States consists of coin, and of 
bank notes promising to pay coin. Aslong as the bankscan al- 
waya pay the coin they promise, they are useful, because,in a 
country where the moneyed capital is disproportioned to the 


enables the nation to make its exchanges with less cain, and of , 
course saves the expense of that com. g 
hy its side a great danger. Banks are often directed by needy | 
persons who borrow too much, or by sanguine persons anxious ; 


only to increase their profits without much pecuniary interest (i 


or personal responsibility in the administration. The con- : 
stant tendency of banks, therefore, is to lend too much, and 
to put too many notes in eirculation. Now, the addition 
of many notes, even while they are as goodas coin, by being 
alwa ys exchangeable for coin, may be injurious, because the 
increase of the mixed mass of money generally occasions a rise 
in the price of all commodities. The consequence is, that the 
high price of foreign production tempts foreigners to send us a 
large amount of their commodities, while the high price of do- 
mestie productions prevents the foreigners from taking in ex- 
change a large ameunt of our commodities. When, therefore, 

huy from foreigners more than they buy from you, as they 
cannot take the paper part of your currency they must take the 
coin part. Ifthsis done to a considerable exient, the danger is. 
that the banks will be obliged to pay so much of their coin for | 
their notes as to leave them not a sufficient quantity to answer 
the demand for it, in which case the banks fail and the commu- 
nity is defrauded. To prevent this, a prudent bank, the mọ. 
ment it perceives an unusual demand for its notes, and has rea- 
gon to fear a drain on its vaults, should immediately diminish 
the amount of ite notes, and call in a part of its debts. So, on 
the large scale, when the banks of a country perceive such a 
demand for coin for exportation as diminishes too much the | 
stock of coin neceasary for their hanking purposes, they should | 
stop the exportation. This they can always do, if their affairs 
have been well managed; and here lies the test of bank manage- 


na or 


PE TUNNEL SIR Sw 


--yne law of a mixed currency of coin and paper is, that 
when, from superabundance of the mixed mass, too much of 
the coin part leaves the country, the remainder must be pre- 
served by diminishing the paper part, so asto make the mixed 
mass more valuable in proportion. It isthis capacity of diminish- 
ing the paper which protects it. Its value consists in its elasticity 
its power ofalternate expansion and contraction to suit the 
state of the community; and, when it loses its flexibility, it no 
longer contains within itself the means ofits own deience, and 
is full of hazard. In truth the merit of a bank is nearly in pro- 

rion to the degree of this flexibility of its means. Ifa bank 

nds its money on mortgages, on stocks, for long terms, and to 
persons careless of protests, it incurs this great risk; that ou the 
one hand, its notes are payable on demand, while on the other, 
its ceots cannot be called in without delay—a delay fatal to its 
crit and character. Thisis the general error of banks, who 
do not always discriminate between two things, especially dis- 
tinct, in banking, a debt ultimately secure, and a debt certainly 
payable. But a well managed bank has ite finds mainly in 
short loans to petaons in business—the result of business trans- 
actions -payable on a day named, which the partiesare able to 
pay, and will pay at any sacrifice; in erder to escape mercantile 

shonor. Sucha bank has its funds, therefore constantly re- 
paid intoit, and is able to say whether it will lend them out 
again. X 

-WA bank so managed, if it finds too much demand for its 
coin to go abroad, begins by not lending more tban it receives 
every day; and then goea further, by not lending as much as 
its income, declining to renew the notes of its debtors, and oblig- 
ing them to pay a part or the whole, making it arule_to keep its 
discounts within its income. . The operation proceeds thus: by 
issuing no new notes, but requiring something fiom your debt- 
ors, you oblige them to return to you thé bank notes you lent to 
them, or their equivalents, ‘This makes the bank noies scarcer 
—thismakeathem more valuable—this makes the goods tor 
whieh they are generally exchanged less valuable; the debtor, 
in hisanziety to get your notes, being willing to sell his goods at 
asacrifice. This brings down the prices of geods, and makes 
every thing cheaper. Then the remecy begins; the foreigner, 
finding that his goods must be sold so low, sends no more; the 
Americat importer, finding that he cannot make money by im- 
porting them, imports no more. The remainder of the coin, of 
course, is nct eent out after new importations, but stays at home, 
where it finds better employment in purchasing these cheap ar- 
ticies; when the foreigner hears of this state of things, he sends 
back the coin he took away. He took it away merely because 
Your own demestic productions were so-high that he could not 
make any profit in his coubtry by taking (hem.But when the news 
reaches him that his prodtictions are very cheap in our country, 


be will ale leasa thai our productions are chepp two, and he 


But this advantage fhas |! 
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sents back the coin by diminishing our paper, and it will stay 
until driven away by another superabundance of paper. Such 
is the circle which a mixed currency is always describing. 
Like the power of steam, it is eminently useful in prudent hands, 
but of tremendous hazard when not controlled, and the practi- 
eal wisdom in managing it lies in seeing the proper moment to 
expand and contract it; taking care, in working with such ex- 
here material, whenever there 1s doubt, to incline to the side 
of safety. 

“These simple elements explain the present situation of the 
country. Tis disorder is overtrading, brought on by overbank- 
ing. Theremedy is to bank less, and to traile less. 

“Itis the order of nature, that if men or nations live extrava. 
gantly, they must first suffer till they repair losses by prudence, 
and that neither men nor banks should impose on the commu- 
nity by promises to pay what they cannot pay”? 


Here, then, sir, is the greatest banking character : 
of the age, voluntarily abdicating the moneyed | 


throne, fully revealing the secrets of bank freema- 
sonry, and proclaiming, like an honest man, that 
the disordered condition of this country was pro- 
duced by overbanking and overtrading, and that 
the remedy is to bank less and to trade less. 

- That the great inflated credit system which has 
prevailed among us, has failed to realize our pro- 


mised blessings; that it has pampered wealth and | 


defrauded labor; that it has only benefited a crafty 
few at the expense of the multitude; is obvious to 
every enlightened man who has watched the pro- 
gress and operation of incorporated wealth. And 
itis appalling to reflect, that notwithstanding the 


vernment and the people their most important mo- 


neyed engagements, they have claimed an exemp- | 


tion fram every forfeiture, and have turned po'iti- 
cians, and daringly contended for supremacy in the 
political contests of the day; while, in open viola- 
tion of their deliberate pledges, they have wickedly 
endeavored to regulate prices in a way to subserve 
their arrogant schemes of political ambition. 
In the progress 
power, they not only make loans to, and 
coerce. payments from, particular persons, accord- 


ing to their political tenets, but-they resort to poli- | 


tical curtails, and turn their torturing, distressful, 
corporate screws upon whole communities of our 
fellow men, control the circulation ef money, and 


reduce the prices of labor, property, and produce, . 


till a control over the poor man’s bread controls at 
once his patriotism and his vete, and even the liber- 
ty of thought an 1 speech. 

Sir, let this league of banks, this fearful incorpo- 
rated dynasty of modern times, be strengihened to 
the measure of its own desires, and be tempted by 


its characteristic avarice to act in concerf, as it | 


surely will, with a Federal President and a Na- 
tional Bank of ampie means, and from that very 
moment the Government may always act in fuil 
and firm. defiance of the public will. Some wild 
bull then, with furious rage, with; liberty of limb 
and unfettered horn, will toss your laws and liberty 
in she air. 

. Even now, while I address you, sir, in the na- 
tional hall, near a thousand of these potent institu- 
tions, with ther hundred millions in circulated 
notes, with two hundred thousand stockholders, 
presidents, directors, and clerks, and millions of 
dependent debtors, control the towns, and strive to 
defeat the re-election of President Van Buren and 
his politeal supporters. 


And why, sir, have the bankrupts in politics and 


the bankrupts in trade confederated against Mr. | 
Van Buren and his political friends? Obviousiy | 


because that enlightened statesman and his political 


ing throughout the land. 

Sir, shall avarice pervade and subjugate the 
land? Shall all worth, wisdom, and morality pe- 
Tish in the general struggle to accumulate wealth} 
Shall irredeemable bank paper circulate forever, 


make a merchandise of justice, and openly defy , 
the laws and institutions of the country? Shall | 
public liberty prevail no more, and our own free | 


Government crumble into dust, for want of that or- 
dinary pecuniary assistance it derives from us? 


We owe it to the wisdom of our ancestors that | 
these are questions which it is rather for the people | 


than for politicians to decide. 

For myself, sir, whatever may be the changing 
scenes and fashions of the age, whoever may lead 
the national councils and prevail here, while I eon- 


means of employing capital, the substitution of credits for coin f banks have utteriy failed to perform for tke Go- | 


of contention for political | 


‘triends have determined to reclaim, if they can, | 
this great country from the perilous disorders which , 
have been produced by overbanking and overtrad- | 


. up to the first principles of our Government. 


tinue a member of this Howe, civil Liserry shall 


have an advocate to uphold her cause in full and 
free defiance. 


SPEECH OF MR. RHETT, / 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA P 
In the House of Representatives, June, 22, 1840—On 
the Independent Treasury wil. ¢ 
_ Mr. Cnamnax: The great difficulty in address- 
ing the committee on a subject so vas asAhat be- 
fore them, is, to limit our observatipn to those 
paris of it, which are of the greatest inft 
but which, at the same time, hav 
touched or exhausted. Feeling the difficulty of 
the task, and the importance of time at this 
Stage of the session, I had given up all expecta- 
tion of addressing the committee; and should 
not now address them, were it not for some 
of the exiraordinary positions assumed yes- 
terday in the debate. On this great question, it 
will not be enough that we betieve that we are 
right. Ina pcpalar Government, like ours, where 
the intelligence and feelings cf the peop'e ultimately 
shape and determine the policy cf the Goverament, 
we must show that we are right; and that the mea- 
sures we support are consistent with truth and jus- 
lice, and promotive of the best interests and happi- 
ness of the people. 

Gentlemen who have debated this question be- 
fore the committee, have very properly carried it 
On 
the one hand, it has been contended that this bill is 
strictly a Republican or Democratic measure. On 
the other hand, this has been denied; andthe bill 
has been represented as despotic in its character, 
and totally opposed to the princ’ples of our free it- 
stitutions. The gentleman from Maine, (Mr. 
Evans,}] aware of the difficulty of this latter posi- 
tion, has contended that D-mocracy consists merely 
in numbers, and that that policy is Demcecratic 
which the majority, for the time being, think pro- 
fer to adopt. Hence he argnes that a Uniled 
States Bank is a Democratic institution, because a 
majority of the people passed it intoa law. The 
State bank deposite scheme was a Dem: cratic mea- 
sure, because a majority adopted it; and so, ac- 
cording to this posiuon, very convenient for those 
who entertain his opinions, every Federal and un- 
constilutional project, which has obtained the sanc- 
tion of a majority on this floor, has been a good 
Democratic measure. i 

Mr. Chairman, it cannot be by measures 
only, which may be as changeable. as the 
temporary. passions and interests of men, that 
we are to settie great principles of Govern- 
ment. Measures do not determine principles, 
but principles determine the character of mea- 
sures. If the broad principles of liberty, which lie 
at the foundation cf our institulions, could have 
been trodden out by the stern foot of tyranny or 
the practices of custo, where now would have. 
been our position amongst jhe nations of the 
earth? And if usage can: make right, and we 
have Jearned nothing more, alier -a half centary 
of free government, than this, that Democraey 
consists in the mere will of a majority, it were 
better that our great experiment for extending 
liberty and free government to man, should cease 
enliiely. What is Democracy? 

A Democracy is simply the rule of the people— 
not of a part, but of the whole people; and a Re- 
public is theeame in signification—meaning, as its 
derivation imports, a government ofall. . The 
means and contrivances-by which the people may 
rule themselves, may be various; but any means. 
and contrivances, which do uot secure to all the. 
inestimable privileges of self-government, and pro- 
teet all from aggression on their peculiar rights and 
interests, are inconsistent with the great principles 
of Republicanism or Democracy. : Hence, m an- 
cient times, the checks and balances iñ the consti- 
tutions of all Republes, and new, in our own Goc- 
vernment, the limitations and arrangements of ihe 
Constitution-of the. United States. The principle 
of representation makes the great difference be- 
tween pus Democratic forms of Government, and 
those ef: aniiqui'y; but the object of boih has 
been the same: to enable the people--the whole 
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people to rule themselves. Undoubtedly, as one 
of 
will ef a majority may be resorted to, and ought 
to be resoried to, whenever the interesis of ine 
majority and minority are the same. In such 
a case, the mincrity are safe; for the majority 
cannot oppress them without oppressing them- 
selves. But whenever the interest; of the maj`- 
rity and minority are variant, experience has proved 
that power can no more be trusted in the hands of 
many thaa in the hand of one man. The minority 
will be ruled, aad will not rule themselves; and 
they may be ruled by those whose interests are pro- 
moted by their oppression, and whose power de- 
pends on their subjection. Now, to say, under such 
cireamstances, that a minority are free, even though 
they may not b2 oppressed, is a gross abuse of 
terms. They will be laboring under a despotism 
which, if used to promote ihe welfare of the majo- 
rity, as all history proves to be the usual! course of 
things, may prove far more remorseless and grind- 
ing than the rule of a single individaal. What is 
adespotism? It is mere arbitrary power. Will 
that Government be less a despotism, because ma- 
ny, instead of one or a few, control it arbitrarily? 
Was Athens more free under her thirty tyrants 
than under Pisistratus? The numbers who rale 
arbitcari!y are nothing to the priociple. Liberty 
consists in self government; and the end of a Re- 
public or Democracy is to secare this great privi- 
jege to all—to the minonty as well as the majority; 
and whenever this end is not secured, where there 
are peculiar interests belonging to any pertion of 
the people to be protected, the Government, what- 
ever it may be to others, whatever its furm, is to 
them a despotism. The trath is, sir, this no- 
tion of the arbitrary will of a majority prodae- 
ing liberty, is not only inconsistent with Demo- 
eracy, bat with the ends of all civil society and 
government, and the object of a written Con- 
stitation. Why do men form themselves into 
society, and submit to goveroment? Ts it not 
to obtain protection from injastice and oppre:- 
sion? And why do they form a written Consti- 
tion? Is not the end the same—protection?—and 
in a popalar Government, where power, if un- 
controlled, is a)l in the hands of the majority, for 
what perpose make a Constitation, which is no- 
thing but a dund'e of imitations upon power, if 
it is motto protectin their rights the minority, 
whose interests may b? different from those of the 
majority? The majority need no protection by a 
Constitution, for they can protect themselves, All 
the checks and balances in a Constitution are de- 
signed to protect those who, from position or weak- 
ness, may be exposed to injustice, and to secure to 


the means to accumplish this end, the m re | 
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er—the Republican party—were for granting the 
least powers tv the Consutation. Democracy, with 
them, was self-government to all—not the domi- 


' gion ofa part of the peeple; and they foresaw, 


all the privilege of self government; and if these |: 


ends are not secured to the minority, the leading . 


object of all society and all good Guvernment and 
of a written Constitution, is entirely lost to them. 
The Constitution of the United States correctly 
exemplifies all these principles. Ii the will of a 
majority would have been liberty to all the people 
of the United States, the Constitn'ion could have 
been written on a half sheet of paper. What 
constituted the great difficalty in forming it, and 
occasioned its jealous limitations and distribution cf 
werd Why, sir, it was to secare liberty to aH, 
by eocunterseting, not by enforcing, this very princi- 
ple of the will of the majority, which has been 


that the more power was thrown into the hands of |: 


the Federal Government, the more irresponsible it 
would becume—the weaker would be the sections 
—and the more exposed their peculiar interests to 
the aggression of the majority, whose interests 
might be opposed to theirs. And the same diffe- 
rence in policy, actuated the Republican party af- 
ter the Constitution went into operation, ‘The Fe- 
deral party have been struggling from its origin to 
break down th limitations of the Constitution by 
constraction—to resolve all its powers into “the 
general welfare,” aad thus establish the dominion 
ofa majority of all the people of the United States 
as the principle of the Government. On the con- 
trary, the Republican or Democratic party have 
endeavored to maintain the limitations of the Con- 
stitation, and thus afford that protection which the 
Consutation intended to secure to the minority— 
and toail the people of the Union the privilege of 
self-government. In this view it is that the orga- 
nization of the Senate, the requisition of two-taids 
to alter the Constitution, and the establishment of 
a President—which gentlemen instanced to prove 
that this Governmeat was not Democratic—are 
ia strict conformity to the cardinal principles of 
Democracy. Jealousy of all power, distribu'ion 
of power and checks upon power, are its chiet’ jn- 
straments for g ving and maintaining liberty to the 
citizens. Our Government is strictly a Federal 
representative Democracy. 

if tbese principles, Mr. Chairman, be correct, 
we are not to louk to the varying acts or usurpa- 
tions of a majority in Congress, for what consti- 
tates Democracy or Republicanism; but we must 
look to the Constitutiva, and to those measures and 
principles which protect all, from the oppression or 
plunder of a part—carrying oat in its bighest sense, 
the maxim of “the greatest good to the greatest 
number,” as the criterion of legislation and Go- 
vernment. 

Let us now turn to the anti Republican fea- 
tares of the bill before the committee. 

The bill, it issaid, is anti-Republican, because it 
takes power from the people which ought to be 


reserved to them, and separates them from the Go- | 


vernment. The principle laid down is certainly 
good. No more power than what is absolutely 
necessary, should be taken from the people; and 
they should be thoroughly identified with their Go- 
vernment. Bat is taking power from the banks 
taking it from the people, or a separation of the 
Government from the banks, a separation from the 
people? The position takes for granted, that the 
banks are the people. But if the banks are not 
the people, but corporate institutes independent of 
them, it would seem to follow, that any connection 
of the Government with them, would be separating 
the Governmtnt from the people, and giving 
it by the association, new elements of power, 
which might be dangerous to their liberties. 
The people are far more identified with fiscal 
officers, as their instruments for collecting 
the revenue of the Government, who are d rect- 
ly responsib'e to them, than with banks who are 


: entirely independent of their control. The truth is, 
: that those who oppose the connection of the Go- 


represented as the essence of Democracy. The | 


le of the States, inhabiting a vast extent 
of territory—embracing various latitudes and eli- 
mates—were interested in dissimilar productions— 
and employed in d:fferent pursuits of industry. To 
have established the will of a simple aggregate 
majority, as the principle of government over such 
a people, would be nothing else but a despotism. It 
was clear that they could rule themselves only by 
being left to the control of those interests peculiar to 
the different sections of the Confederacy, and that 
those powers cf Government only couid be safety 
intrasted to a Federal head, waich were general to 


all the sections, and which, in their exercise, would | 
affect them all equally. This is the whole theory | 


of the Constitution. No one in the convention 
which formed it, venture | to propose the will of a 
mejority as its basis; and those who were most 
} of liberty, and feasfal of uncontrolled pow- 


vernment with banks, oppose iton the very ground 


gentlemen affect to assume, in advyccating it—the | 


anti-Republican tendency of the connection. It 
adds power to the Executive and this Government, 


| which ought to be reserved to the people or the 


, Stares. 
| ple, by linking it to corporations irresponsible to | 
them. On the contrary, to use officers responsib'e | 


It separates the Government from the peo- 


to the people, is the only method of collecting the 
revenue consistent with the principles of the Go- 
vernment. The theory of a representative Gu- 


| vernment is, that the peopie govern through their 
: agents, whose acis are their acts. 


The whole Go- 


vernment and ail its officers are theirs. Ultimate 


responsibility to the people is that which assimi- ; 


lates them with their Government, and constitutes 
the great principle of their self-government; and 
that measure alone is anti-Republican which is 


characterized by ixrespomaibility ta their power, 
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Bui a!l free Governments, itis said, use banks 
as their fi-cal agents, while despots use treasurers, 
to collect and disburse their revenues. If this was 
true, it would prove nothing, unless itcan be shown 
that there is something in banks very dangerous to 


` the revenues of a despot, and safe for those of a 


free people: and farther, that under a written 
Constitution like ours, the authority exists 
for Congress to establish a United States 
Bank, or to sanction a connection with the 
State banks. But is it true that any Govern- 
ments in the world pursue the policy recommended 
by the oppoaents of the bill, and use banks as their 
fiscal agents and deposi.ories, over which they have 
no control? I think, sir, no such anomaly or ex- 
amp'e exists. It does not exist in France, where 
the Government has entire control over the Bank 
in France. It does not exist in England, for there, 
the Government has borrowed the whole capital of 
the Bank of Enziand; and the bank is, to al! intents 
and purposes, a Goverament institution. Both in 
England and France then, the agents employed to 
keep and disburse the revenues, are responsible to 
the Government. Is this so here? Was the United 
States Bank formerly, or are the Siate banks now, 
responsible to this Government? or do gentlemen 
propose to make them so by legistation? Far from 
it. The sapposed independence of these institutions 
of the Government is, in their estimation, one of 
their chief recommendations. 

It is further urged, that this bill is anti-Republi- 
can, because its tendency is to ruin the banking in- 
stitations of the States. If any one maintains 
such a proposiiinn as the consequence of the regu- 
Jar action of this bill, in collecting and paying out 
the revenue in specie, for one I must decline an- 
swering him. Nothing can be more silly and more 
vain than to combat fancy with argument. But if, 
in this position, allusion ix made to the propos tion 
to render the State banks amenable to a bankrupt 
law passel by this Government, I answer, that 
there is no such measure proposed in this bill— 
and if it was, such an act, in my opinion, would 


. be unconstitutional; and however necessary regu- 


lation and control might be to these institutions, 
they are not responsible to this Government. The 
sovereigutics which created, alone can destroy 
them; and I will not consent that their privileges 
or existence shall be touched, mnch less be over- 
thrown by the action of this Government; and such, 
undoubtedly, is the opinion of a decided majority 
in this House. If it was an open question, whether. 
the States have a right to establish these corpora- 
tions, by whose instramentality the currency of the 
Constitution may be driven out of circulation, I 
might pause to consider it; but the long exercise of 
the power by the States, cveval with the Govern- 
ment, should render it indisputable. Nor, sir, can 
I see any force in the objection of the gentleman 
from Massachusetis (Mr. Cusnina) that the design 
of the bill is to overthrow, incidentally, the banks 


_ of the States, and ix therefore unconstitutional and 


anti-Republican. The incidental effects must not 
be confounde with the intention of the bill. If 
the bill, under the disguise of collecting the revenue 


| in specie, is intended in reauty to act upon the 


banks, I concede that it would be unconstitutional; 
but if the object be in geod faith to carry into ef- 


feet the constitutional duty of collecting and die 


bursing the revenue of the country, it is perfectly 
constitutional, even though there may be some in- 
cidenta! effect upon the State banks produced by 
its operation. As far as I know the intention of 


l; those who support the bill, they will pass this bill 


l 


; with a view te this Government; and, in their opi- 
; nion, its effect upon the banking institutions of the 


States will be very insignificant. 

Mr. Chairman, in connection with the revenue, 
the subject of direct taxation has been introduced. 
It bas been said that this bill has the tendency to 
accumulate taxes on the people, increase the 
expenses of collection, and produce embezzlement 
and waste. I think its influence will be 
directly the contrary, when compared with the 
methods of keeping and disbursing ihe public 
revenue, gentlemen oppesed to it propose. Bat I 
admit that there isa tendency to accumulate taxes 
on the people, and to waste it on profligate and un- 
constitutional schemes; that tendency originates in 
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your system of laying and ccllecting your taxes by 
indirect taxation. 

I know, sir, how easy it isto raise a false cla- 
moron the subject of direct taxes. Gentlemen 
who are seized with the horrors at the project of 
requiring a tax directly from the people by a tax 
collector, are perfectly willing thatthe same tax 
should be taken from them by a custom-house offi- 
cer. It is not the tax, then, but the manner of get- 
ting it, which awakens their sympathies. If it is 
taken indirectiy—by stealth and concealment from 
the people, their democracy is vastly gratified; but 
to take or receive it directly—openly from the 
people, excites their patriotic sensibilities to an 
alarming excess. If there was any expedient, by 
which Government could be carried on without 
taxes, it is not improbable that all nations would 
adoptit. But according to the progress in modern 
finance, taxation is a necessary evil. Government 
is necessary, and taxes are the ordinary price we 
pay for it; and if this be so, the only question left 
for consideration is, which is the cheapest, most ef- 
ficient, and Republican method of laying and col- 
lecting the taxes. 


Indirect taxation—that is, laying the taxes on 
foreign articles when imported into the country, 
is an admirable expedient fora despotism. The 
people, who consume the commodity, ultimately 
pay the tax, without being aware of its imposition; 
for the merchant who imports it, and the trader to 
whom he sells it, add the tax to the price of the arti- 
cle. The uncensciourness of the people of the tax 
thus taken from them, is the basis of the calculation, 
that foar times more taxes may be raised from them 
by indirect taxation, without difficulty or murmuring, 
than by direct taxation. Hence the facility with 
which such taxes are laid, and the tendency to ac- 
camulate them. In all despotisms, the taxes col- 
lected from the people are expended—not with any 
view to their interesis, but to minister to the luxury 
aad profligacy of ralers, or to afford the means of 
keeping them in subjection. It is not surprising, 


therefore, that, as the taxes are thus applied, there’ 


should be as much concealment as possible in col- 
lecting them. As the people do not rule, and the 
Government is not for them, bat ever them, the 
more ignorant they are of its operations, the better 
for their rulers. The more furtively the taxes are 
collected from them,the more patient they will be of 
its burdens. That the system of indirect taxation, 
therefore, should be a favorite revenue expedient of 
all despotic Governments, is in perfect accordance 
with the principles.on which they are based. But 
that such a system should be advocated in a popu: 
Jar Government—a Government based on the in- 
telligence and patriotism of the people, in which a 
knowledge ofall its affairs, and responsibility to them 
in all its transactions, is not only their high prero- 
gative, but absolutely necessary for ifs correct ad- 
ministration, and the preservation of liberty itself, 
is one of those violent inconsistencies which only 
oceur when the-head and heart are in direct oppo- 
sition. Do gentlemen believe that the people can 
and ought to rale themselves? Then why conceal- 
ment and artifice towards them in that matter, 
which of all othersin all civilized communities, 
is most vital to liberty? It is ia laying 
and collecting taxes, and the expenditure of taxes, 
that the great contests for free government have 
been fought; and again and again mast the same 
contests arise, if the people are to continue free, or 
be made free, To defend their rights, they must 
know them. To judge of the taxes they pay, they 
must see and nnderstand that they pay them; and 
to supervise the expenditure of them with the keen 
jealousy their liberties require, they should be con- 
scious of the exact burdens they impose. Unless 
these positions be a string of fallacies, the plainest, 
simplest, and most intelligible method of collecting 
taxes from the people, is that which is most faithful 
to their interests—most trustful to them—most De- 
moecratic. No man, in private life, would consent 
that his agent should have the power of drawing 
his money from him, without his knowing it. Why 
then should such a practice be tolerated in our 
transactions with the people? Are they imbeciles 
or slayes—too weak to understand, or too corrupt to 
pay the cost of their free Governments? 


i of 


Blearly all the difesences concerning the Consti» |j 


tution and Government of the United States, have 
originated from the abuse of the taxing power and 
expenditure. A large portion of the country, from 
the manner in which the taxes have been imposed, 
by indirect taxation, have looked upon taxation, 
not as a burden, but a blessing—not as exaclion 
from them, but an instrument by which they should 
be enriched at the expense of the country. Hence 
a steady thirst for expenditure, and for high taxes, 
that they may be exjcnded or thrown away. Ine- 
quality of burdens, from the operation of the Go- 
vernment, has been the consequence of this state of 
things, and that discontent which should always at- 
tend oppression amongst a free people. Thus, in 
addition to concealment in the collection 
the taxes, by indirect taxation, we 
have had inequality in its exactions and 
expenditures. itis scarcely possible to conceive 
of a more disastrous conjunction of bad principles 
in taxation. Profligacy and waste, discontent and 
strife, are its inevitable results; and with tbese 
must come increased powers to the Government, to 
meet and overcome its increased difficulties. New 
powers must be assumed, as the objects of expen- 
diture are multiplied; and its arm must be strength- 
ened to suppress the murmurs and discontents 
which its injustice may excite. The road to con- 
solidation in this Government is through the money 
power. 

It has been represented that the expenses of col- 


| leeting direct, are far greater than those of indirect 
; taxation. 
' penses of collection, would be nothing when com- 
' pared to the loss the peop!e mnst sustain, from the 


If it were so, the difference in the ex- 


inevitable tendency to profligacy of expenditure 
inherent in the system of indirect taxation. But 
it is not true, that the expenses would be materially 
different between the two systems. Ja England, 
where the greater part of the taxes are direct, the 
difference is but one per cent. The Government 
cf the United States have imposed direct taxes for 
only four years, in 1798, and during the last war; 
and in 1816 the expenses of collecting four millions 
of dollars did not exceed four percent. while the 
expenses of collecting the indirect taxes of this 
Government in 1837, the Jast fiscal year in which 
the expenses are reported to us, was more than 
ten per cent. But there is a striking expedient 
for economy, in collecting direct taxes by our sys- 
tem of Government, which the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Evans] has alluded to. Waen direct 
taxes were Jaid during the last war, the option was 
given to the States, to pay up for their citizens the 
quota of contribution which fell to their. share; 
and, sir, six States, amongst them South Carolina, 
paid up at once the whole amoant of direct taxes 
required of their citizens, thus saving to the General 
Government the whole risk and trouble of coilec- 
tion, and to the States the presence of the tax ofti- 
cer. If this was the case in time of war and great 
pecuniary difficulty, it is not unreasonable to sup- 
pose, that in a time of peace, arrangements could 
be easily made with the S.ates, by which the whole 
revenue.of the General Government, by direct tax- 
ation, eculd be raised through their instrumentality. 
And even if this did not take place, it would be con- 


' venient, as suggested in the Convention which 


framed the Constitution, for the General Govern- 
ment to employ in collecting their taxes, the same 
otficers employed by the State Governments, in col- 
lecting theirs;—and thus, in either event, not a man 
need be added to the officers of this Government 
for the collection of their revenue. What will 
those gentlemen, who are so loud in their declama- 
tion against Executive patronage, say to this? 
What will State Rghts men, like the gentleman 
from Maine, who objected to the bill befure the 
committee, as anti-Republican, because it separated 
this Government from the States, say to sucha 
system of collecting the taxes? The committee will 
see at a glance, what force there is in the apprehen- 
sion, that a host of tax-gatherers will be necessarily 
employed in ccllecting the taxes by direct taxation. 
Even if the States, or the officers of the States, were 


not employed to collect the revenue of the General . 


Government, would it require one more man to cot- 
lect the revenue by direct than by indirect taxation? 
Look at the thousands employed in the eustom- 


houses in alb pur seaport lownteeand yonr 


revenue cutters, not scattered as they would 
be, by direct taxation—one tax collector in 
a district, identified in feeling and interest with the 
pecple among whom he lives, and spending among 
them the whole exuense of collecting the revenue, 
but aggregated and banded together by hundreds 
in our seaport towns, separated from those who 
ultimately pay the taxes—the consumers—and 
causing the whole expense of collecting the reve- 
hue, amounting to millions annually, to be dis- 
hursed where the taxes are collected. But the peo- 
ple would see the tax collector by direct, and they 
do not see him by indirect taxation! This, sir, 
constitutes simply and truly the whole argument in 
favor of indirect taxation; and to my mind, it is 
nothing more or less than a fiat and flagrant insult 
to the people. 

Mr. Chairman, direct taxation is not only the 
doctrine of Demccracy, but it is the doctrine of the 
Constitution, It is plain that direct taxes were 
contemplated to be raised as a permanent source 
of revenue by those who framed it. After the 
power was incorporated into the Constitution, an 
amendment was moved in the convention by Mr. 
Gerry, “That from the first meeting of the Legis- 
lature of the United States, until a census shall be 
taken, all mcneys for supplying the public Trea- 
sury by direct taxation, shall be raised fiom the 
several States according to the number of their 
representatives repectively in the first branch.” 
The amendment failed, because the representation 
fixed inthe Constitution, until a censas could be 
taken, was necessarily conjectural; and therefore 
the taxes might be unequal, and not in conformity 
to its principles; but the shortest period was fixed 
for taking the census—three years. It is not rea- 
sonable to suppose that the wise and pa- 
triotic men who’ formed th’s Constitation, con» 
templated, as the general and only method 
of taxation by this Government, a system to- 
tally useless in a time of war, when money 
is mostrequired. They had known what war was; 
and, from bitter experience, had felt that money 
was its sinews. They therefore gave to the Ge- 
neral Government the power of direct taxation, 
which could avail the people in a time of war, as 
well as peac2. By indirect taxation—raising your 
revenue from duties on importations, your revenue 
must cease wih importations. War with any 
powerful civilized nation in Europe stops your come 
merce, and with it all your resources. D.rect 
taxes then become inevitable, as our last war 
proved; but a time of naiiopal distress is nota 
time for unusual expedients of taxation. - Hence 
discontents may arise; at the very time when of all 
others, unanimity is most necessary in the councils 
of the country. The true policy of every Govern- 
ment, designed to preserve the liberties of the peo- 
ple, is tohave such a system of taxation in opera- 
tion as will support the Government at all times 
in war as well as peace. Our indirect taxation has 
the admirable quality of tending to excess when 
least needed, and when most required, of being 
a ai Shall a system so absurd, and so` 
anti-Republican in i's tendencies‘ and. principi 
Sanne over the freest people on earth? -+ sae 

But let us turn, Mr. Chairman, to another pow- 


| erfal cause, which, in connection with our system ` 


of indirect taxation, teads to divert this Govern- : 
ment from its proper course. I mean the banks. - 
By expanding the.currency they raise prices, and 
thus render it difficult or impossible for our manu- 
facturers to compete wiih foreign nations in our 
own markets. Hence, a resort to the General Ge- 
vernment, through-its indirect taxation, by increas- ` 
ing the taxes on commodities imported, to exclude 
them from our markets, and secure a monopoly to 
the manufacturers, ae 

Now, it has not been denied in the argument, 
that over-issues by the banks, inflation of the cur- 
rency, is a tendency igherent in the whole banking 
system. A bank makes money by putting out ils 
netes, bearing no interest, for the notes of indivis 
duals bearing interest; and the more notes of the 
former character it can sustain out, and of the tat- 
ter receive, the more money it will make. The 
temptation to over-issues, in all times of confidence 
and prosperity, is irresistible; and the currency be. 
comes inflated. Prices follow currency, for Bh 
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rency is only the instrument by which commodities 
are boughtand sold; and if abundant, prices must 
rise. When this takes place so as to affect the sale 
of internal productions, competing with the produc- 
tions of other nations, the trae remedy is, to take 


away the cause which has occasioned the evil— | 


reduce the currency. But unfortunately the pro- 
ducers of the country do not control the currency. 
It is surrendered into the hands of irresponsible cor- 
porations, whose interest it is to keep out an ex- 
panded currency. The manufacturers of the North- 
ern and Middle States, instead of applying the 
proper remedy at home, have hitherto found it 
easier to come to the General Government; and by 


having the taxes increased on foreign importations, ` 
render the foreign fabric higher in price than the . 


commodities they produce with the infla‘ed curren- 
cy, and thus sustain themselves withont conflict 
with the banks. Now, if our system of indirect 
taxation, by laying duties on imports, did not exist, 
the arm of the Government could not be used, by 
taxes on importations, to sustain foreed prices at 
the expense of the people, who consume the com- 
modities; and the manufacturers, in common with 
all other producers, would be interested in correct- 


ing the evils of the banking system. As matters |; 


now stand, they are its allies, and the peopie 
are oppressed by both—tirst, by an inflated currency 
by the banks, and then by taxation, at the instance 
of the manufacturers, by which it is sustained. 
The effort of the manufacturers is to exempt them- 
selves from the evils of an inflated currency, and 


| ensue. 


to indemnify themselves by high prices exacted | 


from the people, for the increased prices in the pro- 
cess of manafacturing occasioned by the banks. 
The people are plundered by both. 

The people are plundered by both; and yet, sir, 
with that centempt for those who submit to our 
imposition, it has been broadly maintained that 
they are the best friends of the people; that the peo- 
ple are benefited in being compelied to pay on all 
the necessities of life, enormous taxation, in rder 
that the privileged few, who own banks and facto- 
ries, might amass wealth; and that high wages to 
labor cecasioned by bank expansions, even though 
it may be accompanied with higher proportionate 
taxation, is favorable to its interests. It will be 
difficult to perceive what the laborer gains by hav- 


| 
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done by quiet legislation. 

Mr. Chairman, although paper in some form or 
other will be used for circulation ia a freecoun'ry, 
where credit is property, it cannot be shown that 
our banking system is beneficial to the people. ‘The 


uss of currency is to circulate the productions of | 


labor and capilal; and provided there is enongh of 
it for this purpose, inereasing or expanding it, can- 
not make it better. Stabili-y is all that is needed. Sup- 
pose, sir, a million of people forming a community, 
and a million of dollars will answer the purposes of 
circulation. The power of settting up a bank is 
given to a single wealthy individual, who gradual- 
ly gets in the million of specie, and issues in its 
stead three millions of paper currency, what will 
the people gain by it? Every thing will be trebled 
in price, for there are three dollars in circulation 
where there was one before; but will one man by 
the operation be added to the community, or a yard 
of cloth, or a shock of corn more, be added to its 
productions? Clearly not. On the contrary, in 
conseqnence of the high prices occasioned by the 
paper currency, a premium will be afforded to fo- 
reign productions which will come in and underse!! 
the domestic producer. Business in the communi- 
ty wiilstagnate, labor b2 oppres:ed, and emigration 
Tke great father of political economy saw 
clearly that a community could not be enriched or 
benefited by merely increasing the currency. Tre 
utility of a paper currency, in his estimation, con- 


sisted only in substi‘uting paper for a part of the | 


metals, not in increasing the currency. By dison- 
gaging a portion of the metals used as currency 
from this employment, and substituting so much 
paper in its stead, the specie could be exported, and 
would therefore add so much to the capital of the 
country. A cheaper weuld be substituted for a 
dearer currency. This is his theory, but he seems 
to have entirely overlooked the irresistible impulses 


to overrissues in the banking system, from which 


ing higher wages, if all he consumes is raised also || 


ia price; whilst his loss is certain, unless his wages 
are sufficient, not only to cover the increased prices 


bat also the increased prices occasioned by taxation. 
Bat admitting that high prices from an inflated cur- 
rency are beneficial to labor, nothing can be clearer 
than that it is impossible to sustain them, uader a 
system of free intercourse between nations. A 
commodity preduced under a more limited cur- 
rency, by whieh labor and capital are rendered 
cheaper, will infallibly undersell' a commodity 
produced under an inflated currency, by which 
labor and capital are rendered dearer; and 
when these commodities come into competi- 
tion, the result is inevitab’e. Prices must fall to 
the standard of the cheaper currency, and the com- 


modity produced under the inflated currency, must | 


sell at or near these prices, or se'] not at all. Ic is, 
therefore; clearly beyond the power of banks to 
sustain high prices and high wages. Convulsions 


in trade rather, by which prices may be unnatural- || 


ly depressed, are the legitimate fruits of an ex- 
panded paper currency. The manufacturers are 
perfectly aware of this; hence, they do not apply to 


banks to issue more paper to sustain prices, but | 


they come to the Government and demard heavy 
taxation on the foreign commodity, in order that it 
might be excluded from the country, and the peo- 
ple be forced to buy the article they produce, at the 
prices'of an inflated currency. It is in this way 
that taxation, enormous t»xalion, and not our pa- 
per currency, has sustained high wages and high 
prices, in the manufacturirg portions of the Union; 
and the question resolves itself into this: is it be- 
neficial to labor that prices should be increased by 
taxation? Can the people gain by taking from 
them? Ifso, then the more taxation and the dearer 
commodities are made by it, the better for the peo- 
ple. Yet, this strange paradox has its advocate in 


every mannfactuier in New England, Formerly 


bank paper will not be limited to a substitution for 
the metais withdrawn, but tends continually to an 


men plundered by open violence. It is now te:ter 


addition t> the currency, which swells, and swells, | 


until arres'ed by convulsion. 

The people, then, gain but little by a paper cur- 
rency, even if it was asstable as a metallic cur- 
rercy. But there is another loss from the varja- 
bility of bank currency, which should be taken into 
consideration in ca!culating its benefits. Indepen- 


e ii dently of its inherent tendency to excess, to 
in every thing, occasioned by an inflated currency, | 


—gonniry, 


which I have already adverted, look to its fluctua- 
tions, from the ordinary operations of commerce. 
Generally speaking, productions are paid for by 
prodnetions—the exports of a country buy the im- 
ports; and in this stale of things, exchange between 
two countries will be equal. But occasionally 
from the seasons, or some other cause, a nation 
imports from cther nations more than it exports. 
The exchange is against such a country. It be- 
comes a debtor to the amount of importation over 
exporlation; and the debt is paid, not by bank pa- 
per, which is msney only in the country in which 
it circulates, but in that which is money every 
where—specie. Now suppose, sir, a deficiency of 
production in grain in such a country as Fiance, 
where a metallic currency, prevails, of six millions 
of dollars—what would be the effect of abstracting 
from her circulation this amount? Tne shock to 
the currency could not possibly exceed that which 


| an abstraction of six millions of dollars might oc- 


casion; and this abstraction may produce no shock 
at all; for in consequence of a diminished produc- 
tion in that country, the currency ought to be 
lessened to keep prices stable. There will be a 
portion of the specie not wanted for circulation, 
which would be isjuricus if retained in the country, 
and which will be best employed in going out, and 
bringing into France the grain needed for subsis- 
tence. But suppese a deficiency of grain in the 
productions of the United States, where a paper 
currency prevails of six millions of do!lars—what 
is the effect upon the currency? The abstraction of 
six millions of specie, does not affect the currency 
to the amount of six millions. It is the basis of at 
least eighteen millions of bank paper, which must 
be taken from the circulation with the specie. And 
£o also is the effect of exchange upon the creditor 
Where the currency is metallic, and 
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there is sıx millions of excess of production which 


is sold to anotier nation, there will be an addition 
to the currency of six millions of dollars: but 
where it is paper, the impcrtation of six millions 
of specie adds eightcen millions to the currency, 
The consequences are inevitable. More conval- 
sicna—a greater contraction and expansion of the 
currency, in a paper thanin a metallic currency. 
From the operations of foreign exehange, the ef- 
fects are treble more on the one than on the other. 
Mr. Chairman, the fluctuations in the currency 
operate with terrible hardship on those who possess 
property. All the relations between debtor and 
A man’s bond may be sud- 


` denly doubled on him; or his creditor, when paid, 


: of capital. 


| starvation. 
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may get but a half of it, from the alteration in the 
circulating medium. It is impossible to compute 
the loss sustained, and th2 injustice perpetrated, by 
a single convulsion in the currency, on the proper- 
ty of the country; but its effects upon the poorer 
classes of the Gominunity are still greater than upon 
those possessiniz property. If th; laboring man is 


i affected, in proportion to his income, no more than 


the man of proyerty, he suffers far more. A loss 
of one thousand, from an income of two thousand 
dollars, may be bad enough, butit is tolerable —for 
with prudence, the ends of the year can easily be 
made to meet. But a loss of one hundred and fifty 
dollars, from an income of three hundred, may be 
ruinous. Three hundred dollars may be absolutely 
necessary for a laboring man, to feed and support 
his family. With the one, it may bea ques- 
tion of superfluity—with the other, of bread. 


| Bat the effects of a fivctuating currency do 
` Not stop here. 


When the currency expands, the 
wages of iabor do not immediately increase in pro- 
portion to the prices of commodities or the profits 
And the reasons are obvious. Wages 
follow c:pital. They are not increased until capital 
is productive; and they will increase, not in pra-. 
poition to the profits of capital, but according to 


_the interests of the capitalist and the average price 


of labor. Ifthe laborer could know what the pro- 
fits of capital were, he ccu'd not obtain from his 
employer an iucrease.of wages, if other laborcrs 
could be ob:ained, who would work for the wages 
he received. ‘Hence’ it may occur, as the state of 
things in Europe daily proves, that enormous for- 
tunes may be rapidly accumu‘ating, and yet the 
Jaborer, trom the competition of labor with itself, 
may be continually hovering over the brink of 
Every improvement in machinery 
adds to the profits of capital, but diminishes the 
wages of labor, by throwing it out of employment. 
The wages of labor will not therefore be increased 
in proportioa as prices rise from an inflated cur- 
rency; and when the currency is contracted, the la- 
borer will not be the last to feel the fall of prices. 
Re is liable not only to diminished wages, but toa 
discharge from employment. His daily bread—_ 
life itself is risked in the reverse. But what does 
capital suffer if it suspends employment? It loses 
its profits. Itcannot eat. Is it not astonishing, 
sir, that a paper currency, such as exists in these 
United States, more liable to fluctuations than any 
in the world, should be advocated as most especi- 
ally beneficial to the laborer—the peculiar blessing 
of the poor. Why, the very stones in your streets, 
where your factories exis!, might cry out. against 
the cruel fallacy. 

Exaggeration is the usual resort of a weak 
cause, and the eulogists of the banking system 
have not failed to use it egregiously. Banking has - 
been represented as the parent of civilization, the 
bulwark of liberty, and the mighty instrament by 
which England was carried through her struggle 
with Napoleon, and the United States through 
their two wars. 

Undoubtedly, Mr. Chairman, banking (not such 
however at exists in the United States) arose with 
modern civilization and commerce, and so did the 
artof making chimneys and gunpowder. Gen- 
temen have only mistaken the effect for the cause, _ 
Security to property, resulting from fixed laws, 
produced its accumulation. The safety and accu- 
mulation of property produced commerce, and 
commerce invented the means of catrrying on its 
operations, Bulls of exchange, by which eapital 
was sransfesred from one country to another, withe 
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out transporting the metals; and banking, by which 
a similar conv.nience was effected in the business 
of commerce nearer home, sprung up in its course, 
In the days of feudal pride and power, com- 
merce was esteemed degrading, and was there- 
fore left by the nobility entirely in the hands of the 
people inhabiting the towns. As commerce ex- 
tendec and the towns inciease, the power of the 
people advanced. Privileges in their favor, which 
were in fact only privi eges from violence and op- 
pression, were mulliplied; sometimes bought by 
money; sometimes won by the sword; and the 
spirit of liberty arose with the strife aud success. 
Banking was only one of the indications that 
liberty in some degiee existed, under which there 
was security to the person and property. This, 
sir, it appears to me, is the true estimate of ike 
banking of former ages, Uatil the Bank of Eng- 
Jand was established, no bank in Europe was a 
baak of issue. They were only banks of 
discount aad d.posite, and doliar for’ dollar 
was the principie on which they existed, 
Modern English banking, or American bank- 


iag, which is an improvement on English banking, . 


is quite another thing. Credit, not specie, is its 
basis; and the only use of the metals is to describe 
them on paper, not to pay them on demand, ex- 
ce sting when quite convenient, Will sucha sys- 
tem of banking tend more to give security to pro- 
perty or to destroy it; to secure liberty to the citizen, 
or to overturn it by the profligacy and corruption 
such a system engenders? 

England was carried through her last continental 
war by her bank !—a bank which susperded at the 
first shock in °97, and whose paper was depreciated 
during the whole continuance ot the war, and for 
five years after. But Farliament restrained it from 
paying specie! Just, sir, as the people of Charles- 
ton, a few years Since, restrained, the banks of that 
city from paying specie. Banks, where they can 
command, know very wellhow to make appear. 
ances. The Government of England had borrowed 
the whole capital of the bank, and the bank had 
only to require of the Government to pay up their 
indebtedness, or legalize a suspension. Their debtor 
of course bowed to theircommands; and the form 
in which the act was passed, more clearly shows 
that the bank dictated it. I thought the prosperity 
of England during this evcn'fal siruggle, was attri- 
butable to the fact, that she was the only spot in 
Europe unscathed by the fires of war; and that 
whilst industry and labor were paralyzed on the con- 
tinent, she became the carrier of nations. and the 
workshop of the world. 

And our two wars, particularly the Revolutionary 
war, was sustained and triumphed by the aid of 
banks! The Bank of North America, with a capital 
of only four hundred thousand dollars, was incorpo- 
rated on the 31st of December, 178}, after the sur- 
render of Lord Cornwallis at Yorkiown, and only 
nine months before the war closed. During the 
last war, the banks had certainly more to do with 
us. As soon as the war commenced, they suspend- 
ed specie paymen's; and when the Government, 
compelled by its necessities, negotiated loans from 
them, it was compelied to take in payment fot its 
stock, their notes at par, although at fifteen and 
twenty per cent. discount. The credit of the Go- 
verament by their combinations, controlling as they 
did the whole credit and currency of the country, 
then passed at some thirty per cent. below specie. 
Not less than from thirty to forty millions, was lost 
to the Government by these operatiens, on the debt 
we contracted to carryon the war. “But what 
then,” exclaims the gentleman from Maine—“this 
depreciated currency carried us through the war. 
Business was done by it, and we gained by our 
ability to do business hundreds of. millions of dol- 
lars.” Certainly, sir, a depreciated bank currency is 
better than no currency at all, which is the comp2- 
rison I suppose by which the gentleman estimates 
our gain from using it. But suppose a sound cur- 
rency had existed, which the people had a right to 
demand from the banks, for this was the purpose 
and condition of their charters, would not business 
have been as well done, and the Government have 
been saved the loss it sustained from their depre- 
ciated paper? If the gentleman had said that 
hundreds of millions of dollars had been lost 
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by the people, instead of gained from depre- 
cia'ed bank paper during the war, he would 
have been much nearer right in his position. 
This paper constituted the sole currency of the 
country, and settled contracts as if it was 
Specie. Who can estimate the Joss sustained 
by the people, in the transactions of business from 
a depreciaied and depreciating paper currency, for 
the years the banks held the country under the 
hard pressure of suspension? 

Mr, Chairman, having thus expressed my opi- 


nion upon the system of banking in the United ` 


States, the ques'iun may well be asked me, Are you 
opposed to all banking? 1 am opposed to all pri- 
vileged banking, and to all banking irresponsible to 
the people. It is acommoa mistake to suppose 
that charters are necessary for banking. Toere 


was, until a few years since, but one chartered | 


bank in Great Britain, while there were hundreds 
of banks in the empire. 
phia, never deigned to aska charter for his bank. 
Į do not think that the credit of individuals could 
be prohidited from being usedin banking, without 
such an entrenchment cn the rights of individuals 
as I am not prepared to see exercised. At the same 
time, as the currency affects the people, and is an 
interest common to ail, al! ought to have the pow- 
er of protecting themselves from i's abuses. While, 
therefore, priv leges for banking ought to be given 
to none, restrictions and regulations ought to be laid 


upon credit when used in banking, which will prc- | 


tect the people from frauds and fluctuations. Pa- 


per, in some shape or other, will be used in the | 


larger transactions of commerce; and nothing can 
preventit, but such an interference with the con- 
duct ef individuals, as would be more intolerable 
than the evils of a bad currency. In the largest 
manufacturing counties of England, almost all the 
business done in them, is by the paper of individu- 
als. 
—the whole subject of banking, belongs to the 
States. This Government was designed to be a 
hard money Government; and the bill before the 
committee, is intended to restore it to its constitu- 
tional functions. The alternative presented by its 
opponen’s, of a United States Bank, combines the 
two most cdious features which any measure can 
present to a people living under a Republican 
ferm of Government— privilege and irresponsibility; 
the one, the attribute of an aristocracy, the other, 
of a despotism. 


SPEECH OF MR,/ HASTINGS, 
In the Howse eof Representative¢ June R5, 1840~In 
Committee of the WholeJ on Independ :nt 


Treasury bill. 


Mr. HASTINGS addrevfed he committee as 
follows: 

Mr. Cnainman: The provfsions and merits of 
this bill have been so extensively and ably discuss- 
ed and elucidated by so many gentlemen of talents 
and ability, that to attempt to tax their patience 
with any thing more in that way would seem uns 
called for, and in trath, I did not intend to have 
said a word upon the subject, knowing that this 
would be the case; but now that the discussion is 
drawing to a close, and perceiving that a few con- 
sideraticns belonging to, or connected with, the 


bill, have not been adverted to, and une deeply im- j 


portant one—one that has produced the necessity 
of the measure itself in particular, and which, in 
the course of the few remarks I shall make, and I 
will not detain the committee but a short time, E 
wi'l endeavor to explain. ButIl ama plain man 
and willeome to the point and proceed at once. 

In the course of this debate, gentlemen have 
said, I do not now remember exactly who, that the 
intention of this bill is to unbank the banks; to 


make one currency for the Government and an- | 
other for the people; that it is to have the effect of | 
a political engine; that it is to favor the manufac- | 
turing capitalist and the commercial capitalist at | 


the expense of the working community; and that 
it will keep five millions of dollars always out of 
circulation: all which charges have been so entire- 
ly confuted during the debate on this floor by the 


advocates of the bill, that there seems to be no ec- 


Mr. Girard, of Philadel- . 


But all the difficulties of this great question | 


i 
i 


casion or necessity for any further remarks 
upon the subject. For myself, Mr. Chairman, 
I have read over and examined the bill very 
attentively, more than once, and it is precisely and 
simply what it purports to be; * An act to provide 
for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of the public revenne.” I can make 
nothing else out of it; it speaks plain enough 
what it is. Itis true it will prevent the public 
revenue, the money which comes out of the pock- 
ety of the people, and, ultimately, from the la- 
bor of the workers, to pay the public expenses, 
from assisting in the hazardous exploits, and 
mismanagement, and tortuous movements and 
specu'ations of banking interests, which we have 
so long experienced. Is it wrong or unjust to 
keep the pcople’s money proper, which is col- 
lected off the people to defray the expenses of 
their Government, among themse!ves, instead of 
placing it at hazard? Surely, no one will say 
so; and this is what this bill will do; and, in do- 
ing so, it will incidentally be otherwise salutary ia 
its Operations. Ii can have nothing in view either 
about banking banks or unbanking them. If 
there is any unbanking about it, the banks have 
been unbanking themseives ever since the 10th day 
of May three years ago, when they suspended 
specie payments. In tact, by keeping up the 
every day circulation. of coin, it will incidental- 
ly be favorable to such banks as will confine 
their operation to their legitimae business—that 
is, discounting business paper, instead of renewa- 
ble accommodation paper. l , 

As to is being a political engine: if to keep 
twenty or five-and-twenty millions of the peoples 
moncy—the public revenues, in constant circula- 
lation, in the shape of go!d and silver, mstead 
of being in the cintches of the banks, wiil make it 
a political engine, it will be one, and a very 
useful one, too—one that will keep up an every 
day intercourse between the people and their Go- 
verament, through the medium of thesame curren- 
cy; and if it does keep from three to five millions 


| always in the Treasury, the confidence it will cre« 


ate will bring into circulation—beside the revenues 
—a much greater sum, three or four times, per- 
haps, that is now shut up in thrifty eautiousness; 
and so: ar from favoring the capitalist at the ex- 
pence of the workers—by keeping a more due pro- 
portion of coin in cireulation—it will go tar toward 
restoring and keeping up the equilibrium which has 
heretofore preponderated so heavily in favor of the 
capitalist, through the partial operations of bank- 
ing. moa, 

It has been asserted, that this imporlant measure 
of detaching the people’s money from the risks of 
banking, aud keeping it always at the command of 
the Government in the hands of responsible ageats, 
is not demanded—ncet wanted. I am not surprised 
at, this—some do not want it, we know. The 
banker does not want it, neither does the broker; 
the rank usurer does not want it, neither does the 
Shaver who becon:es rich on the distresses of his 
fellow men; the hazardous, reckless speculator is 
opposed to it, and so is the young, sanguine, incon- 
sicerat2, airy-castle-building merchant; byt the. 
right thinking, shrewd, industrions one, who Ņa- 
cerstands the irae stable interests of his parsuit, is 
in favor of it; for it may be, toa degree, a salutary 
restraint upon overtrading. The ingenious me- 
chanic demands it; the persevering manufacturer 
demands it; the toiling laborer demands it; and the 
indus'rious farmer demands it; and these are the 
supporters of cur independence and prosperity. 
Truth demands it, and justice imperiously demands 
it, and our wide spread commerce demands it—and 


| why? that our products and manufactures may be 


the better enabled to compete with those of other 
nations in fereign markets, through. the increased 
impetus and encouragement that this honest im- 
partial regulation. wili give to these pursuits. It is 
a mistake that this bill is not required. 

Although much has been said, and is con- 
staully saying, about the causes of the moneyed 
derangements and embarrassments which the 
country has been laboring uader for manv years 
past; yet, we as constantly forget that all's éc 
lations upon the subject must stil! Taaiee hens 
selves into one fact, one imme” iste caüsebüyi 

ore than we sell. And at 
m z the next question is, 
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what promotes that circumstance? And the re- 
sponse must be—making money out of paper, in- 
stead of earning ıt by industry, to pay for ‘he 
goods; credits on impoit duties; and collecting 
those duties in the paper money that the banks 
manufacture to pay for the goods, and placing the 
public revenues in the same banks to assist in 
making the paper money. But the more remote 
the fundamental cause that has permitted all this; 
the root of the evil, as we might cal! it, and which 
has never yet been considered in a correct, just 
point of view, ibat I know of, T will enceavor to 
explain after a litte. But, as I was saying, tne 


immediate canse is buying more than we sell, and | 


incurring a heavy balance of trade against ur—an 
untbrifly business, that plain, thinking people 
would say we should have understood and re- 
formed long ago. Well, be it so; but we may 
excuse ourselvcs hy saying we have been imposed 
upon by delusions, by fallacies; by being told that 


a profusion of bank notes is necessary to develope ` 
the resources of the country; that the apparent ba- | 


lance of trade is not the real one; that gold and 


silver are not as good currency as bank notes; and | 


until very lately, when the working people have 
been fallen most violently in love with, that they 
did not understand their true interesis; that 
the credit system, as banking is called, is 
the paradise of prosperity for our Republic. 
Now, in my simple opinion, and with all due defe- 
rence to those who live without doing any thing, 
credit depends upon such an almost endless variety 
of contingencies, that it cannot be reduced to a sys- 
tem at all: however, as the objection may be called 
cynical, let it pass. But cne grand assertion, and 


the only true one, I think, among the whole, is, that | 
the country prospers, notwithstanding all the unto- | 


ward circumstances it has been laboring under. 
And it has, that’s certain, like a young, independ- 
ent, persevering, spirited mao, who has a fashiona- 
ble, managing, breeches-wearing wife to support, 
that gets him in debt over and over again—and he 
keeps working over and over aga'n, improving all 
the time though—to pay it. At length he takes 
heart of grace, turns over a new leaf with the 
wife, incurs no more debt, persists in industry and 
thrift, and goes abead in prosperity, independence, 
and happiness—just as the working people mean 
t do now, Mr. Chairman. And toencourage them 
to persevere in this good rerolution, if they shoald 
see these remarks, I will submit an extract from ex- 

sition No. 4 of the Governor of Ohio's message 
in 1837, by “A Democrat,” to let them see what 
prosperity might have been attained by five years of 
this balance of trade. The writ rsays: ‘Phe ex- 
cess of our importations over our exportations for 
the five years preceding the present bank suspen- 
sions was— 


In 1832 . . . - $14,000,000 
1833 . . . - 18,000,000 
1834 . . . 23 000,000 
1835 . . . . 28.000,000 
1836 . . . - 61,009,000 


$144,000,000” 


And, toillastrate how this balance might have 
premoted our prosperity in various ways, he says: 
“What would this $144,000,060 have done for us? 
At $20,000 a mile, it would have made 7,200 miles 
of railroad or canal. At $20 an acre, it would 
have cleared and fenced in the best manner 7,200,- 
000 acres of land. At $1 25 an acre, it would 
have purchased, out of tue public domain, 720,000 
farms, at 160 acres each. At $2,000 a piece, it 
would have bought, of the same public land, built a 
substantial house and barn, and cleared and fenced 
80 acres on each, 72,000 tarms, of 100 acres. At 
$500 each, it wou!d have set ap 288,000 mechanics, 
with families. At $50,000 a piece, it would have 
established 2,880 manufactories, which would have 
employed and paid 570,000 of our own people 
here at home, instead of the same number ian Ea- 
rope, and made fabrics to the amount of $159,000,- 
000 a year atleast. Or, in coin, it would have 
taken the place of the same amount of bank notes, 
making our specie cireulation, with the $8,000,000 
we now possess, $224,000,000. And what have 
bank expansions and contractions, and their other 
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tortuous proceedings, given usin lieu of hose ad- 
vantages? Idleness and speculation, and a greater 
propensity to luxury; a growing dis‘aste for ho.est 
industry, and deterioration of morals; an increase 
of aristocratic taint, and consequent distaste for, 
and falling off from, republican principles; critical 
revulsions in our political and domestic economy; 
and privations, and sufferings, and acrimonious re- 
criminations in party, and vexations of spirit.” 


“A Democrat,” Mr. Chairman, asks what this 


$144,000,000 would have done for us? and [ ask 
what would five times the sum have done for us? 


i for I find that the balance of trade from 1789 to 


1837 is more than that. Our imports to the last 
date, 1837, have been $4,067,975,705, and our ex- 
ports $3,315,287,888, leaving a baiance against us 


of $752,687,817. And this had all to be paid by - 
' labor— by the sweat of the worker’s brow! 


Is not 
this, sir, an astounding fact for the people ot this 
Union to reflect upon? and will they not take mat 
ters into their own hands, and remedy i? Will 
they ever be the victims ef delusion, and reject so- 
ber reality? No, sir, they will not. 
day dream of making money out of paper, instead 
of earning it by honest, patient industry, is past. 


Paper may be a handmaid to specie, and used toa ` 


useful extent, but nothing more. Those who have 


to support the fabric of our prosperity by their : 


hands will see to it—all will be right, and inde- 
pendence and happiness will follow. 

I forgot to meation, Mr. Chairman, that the in- 
terest upon this balance of trade of $752,687,817 


would be upward of $45,000,000 a year—about : 


double what would pay the expenses of the Go- 
vernment. And of this balance of trade—this im- 
mense increase of the toils of the working man, 


imposed upon him chiefly by the paper fallacy and | 


credit daties—nearly one-half was incurred during 
the operations of the late United States Bank. And 
what has caused this state of things? the credit sys- 
tem, as it is misnamed; in other words, the paper 
money system, excessive banking, and credits on 
duties, as I said before; it is plain as the noorday 
sun. And what do those who have inflicted this 
monetary disease upon as—who have nurtured and 
sustained it—propose for a remedy?—no less than 
a farther trial of the cause that induced i'—a 
continued dose of the paper phantom itself! I 
am tempted, Mr. Chairman, to say that this is 
laughable; but it is too solemn to be laughed 
at; it hazards our liberties. No, sir; I ask the 
people of this Union, and more particularly the 


working part of them—from whose labors all has to | 


be extracted, all has to be paid—to take this matter 


into their most serious, their most grave considera- | 


tion; to be trifled with no Jonger, to decide, to act, 
to apply the remedy, and to make the reformation 
—wisely, and cautiously, aud gradually, but as 
certain as fate itself; and they will do it, sir; they 
will do this thing; they will dissipate this inordinate 
paper money delusion; and all willbe well; they 
prize their independence too highly not to doit. 

Among the manifold evils that the late United 
States Bank inflicted on the country, and which 
have been well depicted moie or less by the gen- 
tiemen who have spoken on the subject, there is 
one thata remark of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky reminded me ef, and no light one either. 
Among the advantages which that gentleman, 
(whom I highly esteem for his candor and sincerity 
of opinion,) in his remarks, ascribed to it, he stated 
that it was a great accommodation to widows and 
orphans, and aged gentlemen, to make secure in- 
vestments in, from which to receive good and 
punctualiy paid dividents. Asa commentary up- 
on these opinions, I will state a few facts, from 
which conclusions may be drawn that will not war- 
rant the correctness of these opinions. 

The report to Congress, January, 1819, afte 
describing the various surreptitious proceedings of 
the Bank to raise the stock as high as possible be- 
yond the original price, that the sneculator, who 
had possessed hjmself of it for the very purpose of 
selling it to the innocent and unwary, such as the 
gentleman has described, should be more enriched, 
says: “The effect of these different proceedings 
was that, on the last of December, 1816, Bank of 
the United States stock was at 41% for 30 paid; in 
April, at 81 for 65; in May, al 98; on the 20th of 
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Avgust, at 144 for 100 paid; on the 30th of Au- 
gust, at 1564; at which price it remained for some 
days, and then began to decline.” 

It appears further, that, in the reckless efforts to 
raise the stock to the above prices, the bank had 
sunk above $3,500,000, and that, on the report of 
the investigating committee in Washington, reach- 
ing Philadelphia, the stock fellto 93, There was 
rapid work for ye—from 1564 to 93. Those of 
the widows and orphans, and aged gentlemen, who 
were obliged to sell out under this depression, 

| must have made desperate losses. 

About this time the situation of the Bank was 
very perilous; atone moment it had only about 
$70,000 in its vaults. A Bank of $35,000,000 re- 
duced to $70,000 in specie! What a safe institu- 
tion to make investments in for either profit or se- 
curity! Thenceforward it wa; obliged, it seems, 
to reimburse its capital from its dividends—a very 
honest, just measure toward those who had con- 
' fided in its faith, and bought its stock at extrava- 
: gantly advanced prices from its stockholders, de- 
pending on the dividends for their support. Here 
is a detail of the operation in a table, of the whole 
of its semi-annual dividends. It is a curiosity, but 
not a pleasing one, even at this day, to the inno- 
cent purchasers of its stock, at high prices, from 
unfeeling knaves, who have reduced many of these 
confiding sufferers to poverty and distress, while 
they are living on in luxury and dissipation, per- 
1 haps, and exerting themselves to continue the same 
impositions that enriched them. It is necessary to 
lay it before the committee, for the better under- 


standing of the considerations it has induced. 

i Year. Semi-annual dividend. Rate. 

i| July, 1817 49 10,000 2 6-10 
January, 1818 1,410,000 4 

t July, 1818 1,225,000 33 

| January, 1819 875,000 23 

| July, 1819 None. 

| January, 1820 None. 

| July, 1820 None. 

| January, 1821 None. 
July, 1821 525,000 ` 4s 
January, 1822 700 000 2 
July, 1822 787,000 23 
January, 1823 875,000 24 
July, 1823 875,000 2% 
January, 1824 875,000 Qs 
July, 1824 875,000 23 
January, 1825 875,000 24 
July, 1825 ‘962,000 2% 

i| January, 1826 960,000 2% 

i| July, 1826 1,650,000 3 
January, 1827 1,050,000 3 

| July, 1827 1,050,000 3 

| January, 1828 1,050 000 3 

t July, 1828 1,225,009 34 

| January, 1829 1225 000 34 

| July, 1829 1,225,000 34 
January, 1830 1,225,000 34 

| July, 1830 1,225,000 34 
January, 1831 1,225 000 32 
July, 1831 1,225,000 34 
January, 1832 1,225 000 343 
July, 1822 1,225,000 34 
January, 1833 1,225,000 34 
July, 1833 - 1,225,000 33 
January, 1833 1,225 000 34 
July, 1834 1,225,000 33 
January, 1835 1,225,000 34 
July, 1835 1,225,000 34 
January,'1836 1,225,000 34% 


In looking over this detail of dividendes, we are 
naturally led to inquire what privations many of 
the orphans, and widows, and aged gentlemen, 
must have experienced from 1819 to 1828; and 
particularly those who had purchased the stock at 
the inflated prices, as high as 1564—which a vast 
portion of them did; deriving no income whatso- 
ever from it during two years, and, for several 
years, a mere trifle. For it must be observed, that, 
when the dividend was only 24, those who had 
paid $150 for $100, for instance, were receiving 
only 1%, or $3 334 per annum; and if they were 
obliged to seli out when the stock was down to $93, 
would sink $380 in $1,000. An acquaintance of 
mine, who had bought at $140, thinking it a wise 
investment—no better security than the United 
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States Bank—got frightened, thinking the Bank 
was going to break, (and it was upon the verge of 


it,) aad sold out for $98 or $95, I do not remember | 
which. Gentlemen may rest aSsu:ed that the or- ` 


s and widows, and aged gentlemen, who were 


the sufferers at that day by the malversations of | 


the great regulator, did not invoke blessiogs upon 
the authors of their distresses. 
Iu was the geotleman from Massachusetts, I 


thiak, who said that, from 1789 to 1836, the whole |: assisted mainly in getting us in debt to Britain. 


amount lost by d:posite banks is not equal to what 
bas been lost by one public officer—meaning Swart- 
wout, I presume. Weil, be thatas it may, let us 
see what the United Sates did not receive, but 
should have received, for the investment of seven 
millions in that :nstitution. For the two years, 
that, it will be perceived from the table, the Bank 
made no dividend, the United States should have 
received 7 per cent.; a divideud the Bank ulti- 


mately arrived at, and should always have made, ` 


if its affairs had been fairly conducted. These 
two years would, on seven millions, have been 
$980,000, and the interest on that for the 
following fifteen years would have been $882,300; 
making, together, an item of $1,862,300, 
which the Government should have received, but 
did not. And upon counting up, it will be per- 
ceived further, that the dividends from Jaly, 1821, 
when the bank re-commenced a dividend, uniil it 
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must difler with the gentleman in his opinion that 
the West looks with deep interest toa National 
Bank; my constituents do not want one; they would 
look upon it as a great evil; they have had experi- 
ence sufficient in that way; and as to regulating the 
exchanges, that is one of the evils we have te com- 
plain of. The United Sta'es Bank, by interfering 
with the natural course or regulation of exchange, 


:; both domestic and foreign, for her own interest, 


- It wasone of the delusions that had that effect. 


arrived at the semi-annaal one of 34 per cent. July, : 
1828, amounted to $12,511,000; the Governmeni’s 


proportion of which was $2,522,000; whereas a 7 
per cent. dividend would have been $3,430,000; 
making another item of $908,000, which the United 
States should have received, but did not: and the 
interest upon this last, for the followicg seven 


years, would have been $381,360; another item | 
which the United States shou'd have received, but | 


did not. [The whole amount being $3,151,660; and | Storekeepers for British fabrics, chiefly, and may | 


if the interest were calculated upon each reduced : 


dividend separately, it would be considerably more. 
It is trae, the bank, on winding up with the Govern- 


But 1 will explain as briefly as possible; for, if I 


were to go into all the arcana and ramifications of | 


exchange, I might consume a whole day, and 
more too. A farmer in the West (my own Ohio, 


for iastance,) having some money to transmit to an | 


eastern city, (l like to bring in a farmer, fer he is 


commonly in earnest,) goes to the storekeeper with | 
whom he deals to inquire how he shall send it safe- | 
ly. Itis soon done; the storekeeper deposites the | 


farmers money (notes of local banks, perhaps) in a 
United States branch bank, and gets the farmsr a 
draft on the mother bank, as the great regulator was 
called at that day, for one per cent. or, perhaps, a 
half of one per cent. sometimes. The far ner goes 
home well pleased, praises the United States Bank 


' and branch banks to the skies, and tel's his neigh- 


: bors what a blessing they are to the country; that 


they make money as plenty as slate-stones, and 
will transmit it for you to Philadelphia, free of risk, 
for almost nothing—a mere song. This, sir, is one 
of the phases of artificial exchange, brought about 
by the United States Bank during her dynasty. Let 


` it be observed, that, at the moment of this transac- 


action, however, the storekeepers, or merchants, | 


| were heavily in debt to the Eastern merchants, and 


ment, agreed to pay 113, I believe, which would | 


be 13 per cent. on the seven millions; making 
$920,000, to be deducted from the $3,151,660; still 


leaving $2,231,660, which ihe United States should 


have received, but did not. For every one con- 


versant with bankmng knows that the banks should | 
have always made a dividend of not less than 7 | 


per cent. if it had confined its operations to com-- 
mon banking rules. Government did not precure 
the war-loan upon such terms. Stock was issaed 
to the amount of 50,000,000 at 6 per cent. for 
which only 43,000,000 were received; being a pre- 
mium of 14 per eent. for the loan, and paying 
about 7 per cent. for what was received. 

It isa pity, Mr. Chairman, that the $7,000,000 


of the people’s money, which were invested in con- | 
temptible bank schemes for twenty years, had — 


not been better employed. If there was power to 
use it as bank capital, (which there was not,) there 
was power to use it for a laudable purpose, 
that would benefit the nation. Lending it, for in- 
stance, in sums of $1,000, to 7,000 industrious men, 
for twenty years, at 6 per cent. to enable them to 
purebase farms from the public lands, and raise 
their families in comfort and independence. That 


would have been doing something; for, if each fa- | 


mily raised only a surplus of $50 a year for sale, 
this $7,000,000 of the public money would have 
added $7,000,000 more to the national wealth; in- 
stead of taking part in the wretched, petty detai!s 
of banking, as it has been conducted, unworthy 
the consideration of a free people. 

- The gentleman from Kentucky says: “We of 
the West look to such a measure [a National 
Bank] with deep interest;” and stated, if I remem- 
ber right, among other things, that the United 
Sates Bank regulated the exchanges, and gave us 
a carrency that passed all over the country, Well, 
be that as it may, it is a well-known fact, that, 
during its day, the exchanges of the West were 
really never more deranged, or the circulating va- 
lue of the local bank paper more fluctuating. It 
did regulate the exchanges and give us a currency, 
with a vengeance, by getting us heavily in debt to 
England, and making us “hewers of wood and 
drawers of water,” and caterers to her power, and 
interests, and schemes of aggrandizement. But I 


some, perhaps, to the branch bank and to their own 
local banks; and the farmer heavily in debt to the 


| 
| 


| 


be to a local bank something, too, either as princi- | 
pal or security—a state of affairs that the United ` 


States Bank, herself, had brought about by her de- i 
Jusive rate of exchange and inordinate issues of | 


paper to pay for vast importations of goods; for she 


ard her offsprings, the branch banks, made bank j 
notes at pleasure, and played into each other’s ' 
hands; and the farmer and his productive acres, | 


and his industry, were good security. Now, sir, Í 
will endeavor to exhibit one of the phases of ex. 
change under the same circumstances of indebted- 
ness, but, in the absence of the designing influences 
of the National Bank and branches; left free to take 
its own natural, just course, and produce its natural 
salotary influence on our economy: The farmer 
goes to the storekeeper, as before, but the scene is 
changed—“T can do nothing for you; the West is 
heavily in debt to the East; we are hard pushed, 
acd you have gota great deal of goods from us, 
and we must raise money; the West has no funds 
in the Easi; l could not get you a draft under four 
per cent. perhaps.” Troe farmer naturally inquires 
why it was so easily accomplished before; the re- 
ply, merely: “Ah! that game’s up—could not play 
it forever,” and soon. The farmer ponders oa the 


; matter, goes home and retrenches; he and his fami- 
; ly work hard and get out of debt, and keep out of 


it, by using less of foreign manufacture; the West- 
ern storekeeper pays his debt to the Eastern mer- 
chant, and the balance of trace no longer against 
Ohio (perhaps in her favor) and exchange in fair 
Proportion. Such would be the happy results to 
be arrived at when the honest indications of the 
faithtul barometer of exchange were left free from 
the insidious operations of artifice. But the know- 
ledge to be derived from the rate of exchange, as- 
certaining the balance of trade, has been withheld 
from us.by the artificial influences of excessive 
banking and its expansions and contractions. Over 
and over again, in consequence of the balance of 
trade being against us, connected with other cir- 
cumstances, has Britain, and her bank, and her 
merchants, pressed our Eastern merchants and 
banks, and they have pressed the Western mer- 
cbanis and banks, and they, in their turn, have 
pressed the farmers and workers; and still, these 
producers, by their indomitable energy of character 
and persevering industry, have, over and over again, 
retrieved the disastrous affairs of the Republic; for 
it is labor, through the toil and sweat of the work. 
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ers, that must pay every thing ultimately. And as 
ihe workers have to bear the brunt, they are 
inquiring into the nature of the delusions and 
misrepresentations that have kept them so long in 
obeyance to the insatiable demands of the paper 
iucubus; aad when the farmer puts his hand to the 
plough himself, he soon finds where the fault lies. 
Exchange, if left to its own free course, points the 
balance of trade. For instance: when there is no 
balance, exchange would be about the expense of 
transmission of the money; but if the balance of 
trade were against Ohio in the East, exchange 
would be above par; and if it were in her favor, it 
would be proportionably below par; and the people 
would feel the fluctuaiions, accordingly, and the 
operaticn would be salutary! The United States 
Bank and her branches, hewever, prevented this 
wholesome action by drawing and redrawing upon 
each other, without any reference to the state of 
trade—being one of the schemes of the. regulator to 
maintain and perpetuat? her power and ixfluence, 
and which the credit of being tne Government bank 
enabled her to carry on with impunity. 

The same gentleman, likewice, in the course of 
his remarks a few days ago, asked “What is cur- 
rency, and what is the use of currency?” and then 
proceeded to define it, to his own satisfaction, no 
doubt, but not to mine; our conceptions of what 
currency is, at presezt, are widely different. In 
common parlance we all know that currency means 
money—that which passes current; now I patit tu 
the common sense of every gentleman in this 
House, whether bank-notes can of late years come 
under that denomination: Are they current? They 
circulate, it is true, but are they as current as mo- 
ney? that is the question. Whatis the cunency, 
er money, of nations? Gold and silver, certainly; 
and the reason is plain, for these metals are the re- 
sult of labor itself; statistical writers agreeing that 
gold and silver coin cost, in the aggregate, its 
current value in labor; whereas, in tracing 
the credit system, you can make a million in bank 
notes fur one hundred dollars. And this was the 
impression when the first revenue law in the 
United States, in 1789, was passed, in which this 
wise, cautious provision was made: “The duties 
and fees to be collected by virtue of this act, shall 
be received in gold and silver only.” Does nct 
this prove thatin that day gold and silver only 
were recognised as being virtually currency; the 
currency of nations—current at home, and current 
every where? And what is this bill going to do, 
Mr. Chairman? What, but to return to first prin- 
ciples; those that guided our wise and patriotie fore- 
fathers of the Revolution in guarding us agaixst 
the delasions of paper money, in their first reve- 
nue act, by making our public dues payable in 
gold and silver, to be arrived at gradually in three 
years. Why is the redemption of mortgages al- 
ways £o carefully and positively worded, “gold 
aad silver?” Why, but because it is considered 
the only (rue currency—that it is always property 
every where. It would seem to me, sir, that we 
have been misapplying the term “currency” in at- 
taching it to bank notes; that it should belong to 
gold and silver only, which is. always current, at 
home and abroad. If a bank note is passing at 
ten per cent. discount, surely we will not call that 
current! Certainly not; it circulates, but it is not 
current. And if it is circulating at its denomine- 
tion to-day, we know thet it may be at a discount 
to-morrow, and still we ca'l it currency. It does 
seem to me, sir, that we have been misapplying 
the word “currency,” all along, in attaching it to 
bank paper. Baak notes may circulate from hand 
to hand, as evidences of indebtedness; and so do 
bills of exchange, and notes of hand, and 
bonds, and due bills, but we do not cal! them 
currency. We do not call bonds currency, 
although their redemption may be well secured, 
and yet we call bank notes currency, although they 
may not be secured at all. This seems very incon- 
sistent; unless that gold and silver, being intrinsi- 
cally honest, and being what is termed “‘carrency,”” 
at all times and in all places, both at home and 
abroad, and bank notes not being intrinsically ho- 
nest, (their admirers will excuse me for saying S0, 
but truth is trath,) acquire some credit by being 


ranked under the same term with the honest gold 
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and ailver.: That, sir, mast be the sceret, that (he 
word“ carrency ” is so-pertioaciously: applied to, 
and demanded for, bank notes, whether they de: 
gerveat'or nots: there itis, sity It. appears to me, 
thatthe- better way would. be to.call bank notes: 
“*gifcalation,” and guid aud silver “ curreney;”'be- | 
oange the.former may, and do, eitculate through | 
our own: qountry, and wot pass currents but the |: 
latter always pass current at home and abroad, and: ` 
everywhere, allover the world. Or, if itis insiste 
ed on that bank. notes. are currency; whether ‘or 
mot, fet as oall them ‘currency. partial,” andthe | 
real: thing, gold: and silver,“ curtenoy: positive.” 
Suppose we reconcile matters that way. > As to the | 
question, © What is the. use of currency?” we 
might set to:aad‘trace it up through all its ramifice-: 
tions, and bearings, and manifold: iateresis on the 
basiness of life, which would be pretty: mach of a 
joe—a species ‘of: edificatwon. that F feel certain 
gecdemen® would not wish to have ieflicted on 
them:at. present; therefore: we will- gune -jt ep im | 
plain ERaglish, in’ one designation; and. its main ` 
one: To buy.and selt: ‘with; and'all will admit: that: |: 
tee A:currency positive," siaads ‘prewoarinent for 
thet purpose:  And-this bill will have a’ tendenoy || 
terkees adittie-moie of it cirenlation for every day’ 
Eke low: ‘of labor: in: Barope,: Mr: Chair-: || 
man, have deen beld:up te eur. visiot as’ a conco 
mitaat-of the workers being. paid in gold ead silvery 
leaving:it to-be‘inferred that that is the ease, and: 
that the 19th section of this bill -wonidJead toward’ 
@similar reso; or, im otiter words; that-bank ‘notes’ 
woul keep. wages. of Jabor+igher.: ft is alt amis: 
take, air; low- wages iù Europe betong to very dit- 
feren as respects Ireland, -at -leasi, and: 


tcan I 
whieh will show presentiy, I think that gentle: || 
men- know very'litte about Wemattet.- Thex.who: || 
come from those ‘sountries ‘might-tell: them: the : 
casses..: They are attributable to any thing dat æ | 
specie currency: Gemtiemen need not point to‘posr: 
@ppecvend ireland:for their proofs: was going te 

` add degraded; but degraded she caw never be, white: | 
her warm heared sons maintain: “their frank}: 
Open :bearing—beir prominent: characteristic ‘all! 
over. the: world. lama native: of ‘the “Green - 
lubacof the Ocean?<biessad by Heaven ahd: onrsed 
bpgmaps-atidvicam: proud of itt-ef that: isod of 
green fiekls: ahd fidwers,of brave hearts and stout 
hendss::¢d think: I akwow: the disposition > df ny 
comntrymen: wells: Ee: is -not-fororme: to’ eulogise 
them) It is sufficient that T tow and feel the ap 
pressions that have been exercised ipon them for 
the Jasi seven hundred years-sexercised upon theirt 
through the same. spirit and policy that have“ii= | 
flieted upon the: United States the: beep aed aad: | 
one ltelre-privitege -system,::orisnamed ‘the! Gredle 
sysiems icredit ‘system, indeed! itis the' vere 6ppo2 
site of. eredit;:for: hs whole catdlegue of slavist 
ciscumstatices‘it has involved ns in ave disereditas 
bie tda fere people. Has it netmade ‘us tubsers: 
vient jo: Britain, sto: British poticy, too British ite 
-Peets,-alirough the ‘United States Bank; through’ 
our socks, through our : corporations, throtgh 
our monopolies, through our very soeietirs, engen» | 
dered and prowotdd by. herself ?,> No, sit) it is very,- 
very far from the ctroth<(ihat!'a metatlic- cofréney: 
-tie gectionsering g ulltrap, te impose npon ptaih;' 
Well, smeanidg }-peapleo-indeees:: low” wagès for: | 
Jabor ae Sheprets::drpland, at least, ‘which-Fwilf 
show” beyahd: controversy... Bat, im dotie so; T 
mast récor -tetreland’s halcyon: days-—codipara-: 
tively hateyon, b- wean; for halcyon. days that fair | 
island-has never seen si> she ‘came ‘under the’ 

- British dynasty.-:d wade. the few years of cont: 

_parative-prosperity that'she experienced when Bri-: 
tbarvemerged fromthe ‘war she balibeeh waging t0- 
perpetuate her dominion ‘over “her Atmeriean-cote-: 


jes, now 6i x-qand-twenty prou, ‘preæperoua Sates; x 


free, sayereigu, ahd independent; united together by 
pbvious sies, that render them the-envy: aifi admis 
Ni and something else F might say; but: will! 
not; ofall the kingdoms of the eld world, and par 


ficutarly:of that-saae Britain out of whose ehitches 
they had disengaged themselves,’ through: sevei 
years’ straggle of tof and blood; and. privation, and 
suffering: And-ever be-revered; over be hullowed,” 
fe miemcry ofi those who fought, aud bled, and’ 
died, throwgh that struggle; who gained for us’ the: 
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anappreciable: liberties we now enjoy, and the 
power of governing ourselves in our own way. I 
have it to say; Mr. Chairman, and I say it with 
pride; that there arethose with whose blood I am 
connected, one,:who, animated by the same spirit, 
and the same enthusiastic love of liberty, and the 
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game sympathies for the oppressed: that distin» | 


guished Lafayette, left his native country, crossed 


the Atlantic, volunteered into the far famed Mary- . 
land litte, aod shared with kindred spirits the same | 


only. daughter inherits the same spirit, whichis 


| eventful struggle of the Revolutionary war. His , 


perpetuated dn her sons, who will no doubt do the | 


needful -for their eountry whenever the hourof | 


peril demands it... But, as I was saying, sir, that 
was the prosperous day of Ireland; working people 
were paid in nothing but gold and silver. -I never 
saw: æ bank: ‘note al that time: When a per- 
sof -would:go into ‘the rooms where the cloth 
merehants: were paying the weavers for their 
webs, he:-would see the tables covered with 
piles of gold and silver. I speak from ex- 
perience, for that: was the business I léarned—to 


i| bay: linen: and get: it: bleached. . - Workers. of all 


descriptions were paid in nothing bat specie; no- 


thing ciso: was seen or thought:of among them; and | 
| Wreland-never prospered. better, nor saw: better | 
days, before nor:since, while under-the Engtish:do- | 
| minion- No,sir, ivs all nonsense talking about 


the prevenee of hard mohey, or a dearth: of bank 
notes ‘with pretty pictareson' them to smuse the vi- 


sion, causing cheap labor, and poverty, -aud pau- | 
perisa; ameng: the: masses ia poor Irelands would | 


to Heaven: her chitiren;: of -generous impulses, ex- 
perieticed none of:them ! : No; Mr: Chairthan, it is 


| ¢ineuntstanevs akin “to out--ows: well-beloved mo 


nopelies'here,‘in the land’ of ‘freedows, that have 
caused ther (lor os 0 sirel ni ot ae Ss ee ee 


“G@entiemen'should press ne'such errors apon our: 


senses; for history ‘and: experietice, “and. the thot : 
those ‘countries of op `: 
prėssion; and constant rumor ditgihg diiin -our |, 
ars} disprove the'fal'acy.: ‘We'sée the truecauses, | 
: and read of:them;’and hear of ‘them; every: day; 


sands of: éxiles who: Teave 


and many of ag tave felt:them Jos sensitively- të 
be: mistaken: “We tatit about-slavery! Pdeotire 
itthis moment, most-solemnty;''asi an-e pew 


ledot themt* by the British” asvenieney, 
than the veriest staves on the earth: ‘for slaves. are 
merely shrves;'but the Irish are’ slaves; add forced 
toswaltow;withal, the bitericup wider the ele- 


vated: name of freemen. There’s’the thorn that is |: D D 
ii whose: mwiserable condition | the: philanthropia) 


ever rankling: in. the vivid imaginations of tte 


Ghildrei of ‘the “loved Fsle.": "Who willgainsay. 


it Tsitnot holy temti? Ne, nosis neve die wind, 
pairing low wages: in Europe anê hard thoney tos 
gether. “I will tei gentlemen; ‘though’ it ought te 
be unnecessary; they: onght to know ‘better, surely. 


-Fris extreme poverty'inihe massés, and Overgrown 


ithesr, 
„inthe fact’of the world, thac ths Erlabv-ane greater 
| shaves; tbrodgh the oppressive’ ciredustamées: that 
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preciated, of course; guine:s 10 per cent., and 
wages 20 per cent. at least lower than when I left 
it. Tae notes in circulation there at present, are 
said to be about $40,000,000. The inquiry, sir, 
will now be, have rates of wages in that country kept 
pace with the increase of paper money? No 
such thing; the reverse is the fact. It is known 


| that labor, of late, is not- much more’ than 


half the rate it was during the more pros- 
perous period I have aliaded to. Well, has 
prosperity kept pace -with ` increase of bank 
paper? No, alas! no. Every ship that arrives 
brings continued details of distress and starvation, 
and increasing poverty and misery. I do wish 
that gentlemen would not suffer their imaginations 
; to be carried away by this paper fantasy—a mere 
' babble. We must come to reality at last, and sub- 


`; ject paper to use, as far as it may be susceptible of 
i: R, instead of abuse. ae 


No; the causes of low wages in Ireland are Bri- 
tish land monopoly, sastained by laws of primo- 
i geniture and entailment, keeping the lands in large 
estates, instead of b2ing in the hands of the people; 
| gorn-laws to keep grain dear, that these same land- 

lords may exact the high rents from their tenants; 
bank monopolies, in variety; colony: monopolies; 
union of church and state, and. its concomitast— 
the tythe system—that wrests from the producer-the 
tenth part of the fruits of his industry—his'laborya 
national debt of one-thousand millions sterling, and 
consequent indrdinate abd endiees taxation; ex- 
' treme disparity in rank, engendered by these fla- 
grant impositions on equal rights, and a variety ef 


| other causes incidental to: these; and a standing ar- 
i; my of one hundred thousand. men, to dragoon the 


| People into submission to these monstrous eppres< 
| sions. 008. ae es vo E 


i- :uThese, sir, are the real causes of the: poverty, 


;, and pauperism, and Jow wages, in Ireland—quot- 


riches’ in the ‘fewe-the ‘exctutives, “A State of : 
things that is kept: up by aristocratic dirdamstances, i 


ofithe'same-charaeter end nateré-astgdt:Inonopo- 
lies our vested Fights; that we hug ao closely; ‘and 
that wonld:‘bring.about tha same spéciesof depot- 
ien; if<permted. "Bat: this same: simple, plain 
mater; of separating ‘the Government. from the 
banks, that we arè distussing, “makes an` inrösd; 
and the firstone; bpon those loved privileges that 


we “have boer cherishing ‘and* guarding’ so tèma- 


ciously. -The people understand it; and will do ss 
better every day, notwithstanding tte endless : va- 
netytef‘olistacles that are ‘thrown before their eyes. 


Bat F forgot to mention that, at the time F speak of, | 
the Bank of Tretamd, : establishéd! in 1783, with a 


Capitalof £580:000; or | 600,000; (somewhere 
abaüt §2,500;000,) had ot gor into ‘fal blow— 


$2,506,000, with a population of'six‘or seven mil? | 


hons atthat day, and the United States, at the pre- 


sent time, several:chandred miltions of bank caphal; 
` with « population ‘of -ohly: something more than | 
doubiethe amount! Beside, “another distinction: | 
the Irish capital: had a hare-midney’ eharaeter; and 


‘ours is paper pon paper, in * beaatifal variety. 
But swhen- I: visited Freland, some years after my 
arrigal here, the scene. ‘was ‘changed; fifty 


banks dashing away; £4,000,000-or £5,000,000 | 
(upward of $20,000,086): paper ‘in’ circulation, de- 


| 


| 
tosouth, stopping adw and then, anil lookipg about 


ing the memorable remark of the great and good 
Andrew Jackson-—‘‘making the rich richer, and the 
poor. poorer.” -And Ido believe,- thatoif tha most 
determined Federal gentleman om: this-floor: would 
just take an excorsion across the “Atlantic fos hid 
amusement, and pass through Ireland; from nottii 


hpn; aad conversing with the ubsophisticated of her 
people, be would retain an ancomprethising Demos 
drat ånd never-atterhpt to: harness 
lew: wages together agains > ; 


hard money andi 


-. Wilkgentlemen explain. to us the canses: of ithe 
| low wages; and of poverty ‘so extreme’ that’ they 


,, could barely exist,scf the ‘weaker sex in the chiy of 


brotherly love, and‘that-of the empire State, about 


| Mathew Carey, interested himself so perseveringly 
the ‘last{few years.of his life}: about these thousands 
of females who: have to work “themselves almost 
blind at their needle from daylight until one, “and 
two, and:three o’clock.in. the morning—whd have 
to: lead this wretehed hfe for 25 cents a day, and aë 
lew sometimes, ;it has been stated, as 124° cents} 
supporting their: families.and keeping in life on this 
miserable pittance. : Is it a specie currency: that 
eauses this extreme misery? Will ne gentleman 
| answer? I have not: the newspapers before nie; 
| but every one. may remember the deep commutiseta- 

tion that was. excited by the~ heartrending: detailé 
of the desparate: labors and miseries- these thous 


| sands of oppressed, desponding, despairing females 
i] 


| had to undergo ia these cities during the late wiht 


| ~ We-see that the low wages-in Ireland are egused 
* by the oppressive. circamstances: (he people labor 


ünder; monopoly; monopoly. is the- blighting eause; 


‘| monopoly of land, and of the fat of the tand; Momo- 


poly of money, monopoly, of tabor, monopoly: of 
| power, monopoly of rauk, moropely o€ privilege, 
monopoly of every thing but pure elastic: air and 
limpid water; and, thank: God, thei: © 

cannol.depiire the single-hearied inhabitants øf the - 
Emerald Isle of these choicesmof-nature’s ta reries} 
and he same causes, pnder various modifications; 
produce the same effects in-every country in Burope. 
; ‘The-representations of this or that catrency; iw the 
opprésred eouatries ofthe eld ‘world, cannot: de 


i. ceive us abòat the.true causes of the low ‘pittance 


of wageéthat:the workers mast put up-with. It 
| is labor Tost. . ‘They who come frompthose countries 


a ian Real lt 
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understand them too weil, to thei: sorrow; they have 
feit them, and seen them, and tasted them through 
the bitter cup of oppression. These tables of low 
wages need not be exhibited to the honest German, 
or the hardy Swiss, or the volatile Frenchman, or 
the plodding, persevering Englishman, or the pru- 
dent Scot, or the open-hearted Irishman, who have 
sought an asylum in the lind of liberty and equal 
rights, I repeat it, they cannot be figured out of 
their senses, or led astray by these tables of low 
wages; they understand the real causes too well for 
that; for it is they whe have felt them. I say, once 
more, it is labor lost. 
Gentlemen need not be uneasy about low wages; 
- in our own country we working fo'ks have some 
notion of taking the bit in our teeth, and regulating 
at the polls the banking monopolies, and such 
other exclusive privilege monopolies and fallacies 
as tend toward arriving at the monopolist deside- 
ratam of the standard of European wages. 


This bugbear of low wages is thrown away upon ` 
men who live by the sweat of their brow. They . 


uaderstand the matter. 


Aslong asthe land they | 


labor on is in the hands of the people, and not held | 


in large overgrown estates by a privileged few, as 
in Europe, there is no danger of these low wages, 


the offspring of aristocratic circumstances, While | 


the high-spirited American freemag cau take the 


choice of working for another, or for himself; of | 


tilling his own acres or another man’s acres, just 
as he pleases; of wearing his shoes, or going bare- 
footed (by the way I am indebted for this idea 
to a hard-fisted constituent and neighbor of mine 


who wanted to try a farmer for a Congressman, | 


and who will remember it if he should read 
this,) there is no danger of the low wages, which 
those who have become all of a sadden so sensi- 
tively alive to the interests of the working man, 
would wish us to believe they are afraid of. We 
have been diving into these mysteries, and are be- 
beginning to understand them. 
ger of these dire prognostics of low wages being 
realized, when the unsophisticated producer, who 


- iS.conteat to live by the labor of his hands, can | 


bay his 80 er 160 acres of the people’s domain, in 
which he bas an inheritance, and sit down in peace 
and independence under “his own vine and his 
own fig tree.” 

Mach has been said in the speeches of gentle- 
men during these debates, as connected with this 
bill, about industrial interests, and about considera- 
tion and sympathy for the poor man, for the la- 
borer—the working man; and some even conde- 
scend to callthem the bone, and muscle, and sinew, 
of the country; which is all very fine, certainly; 
bat, as the working people do not wish to draw in- 
vidious distinctions be:ween themselvesand the non- 
producers, and are beginning to take into conside- 
Tation their own value and importance, they would 
as soon not be bespattered quite so exuavagantly 
with these very gracious professions and flattering 
acknowledgments. I speak understandingly, for I 
have come from among them; therefore, 1 would 
respectfully suggest just to let them alone—let 
them manage their affairs in their owa way. The 
laborers, and manufacturers, and mechanics, and 
farmers, are the industrials—the workers, the pro- 
ducers; they want no particular sympathy nor con- 
sideration; they want, simply, justice and equal 
Tights with their fellow-citizens. 

As to poor men, we have no poor men— 
in the West at least; for those who may be 
poor in worldly goods, are rich withal in 
independent feeling, in industry, in the proud 
spirit and consciousness of being American 
freemen. I repeat, they do not consider themselves 
the objects of peculiar consideration or sympathy; 
they are above it. These industrials, these pro- 
. ducers, whether they live in log cabins, or frame, or 
brick, or stone houses, know that they are the bees 
of the biye; that through their labor comes the raw 
material and the fabric—the manufactured article. 
They know that the doc‘or, and the divine, and the 
lawyer, and the merchant, and the banker, and the 
shaver, and the speculator, and the dandy, and the 

would-be exclusives of every description—that all 
the non-prodacers live by them. In a word, they 
know that they are the solid basison which the 
- Mperstruciare resis; that they are the health and 
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There is no dan- | 


strength of the Republic; that they are, emphatical- 
ly, the people. Therefore, they ask not this con- 
sideration, this overweening love, that has showed 
itself all at once; they will not have it. But, Mr. 
Chairman, I will tell gentlemen what they de want; 
and I think I know their desires, for Iam one of 
themselves; I am a farmer, and have the honor to 
represent essentially an agricultural population, 
with adue proportion of mechanics, and some ma- 
nufacturers, as. well as plenty of the good old-fa- 
shioned household manufacturers, among the farm- 
ers. They speak their will through me. They 
want this bill to be passed into a law, that the avails 
of the public lands—the lands. which belong to the 
whole people—and the revenue from foreign mer- 
chandise, which is ultimately paid by the consumers, 
may not assist banks in their speculations and par- 
lial expansions and contractions, and oppressive 
mismanagement; a bill that will keep a 
little more of the precious metals, which is the 
unsophisticated currency of nations, the product of 
labor itself, in circulation: that the working man 
may command into his hard hand the hard 
doilar and the hard eagle, that he has earned by 
hard work. They want the duties on imports to 
be paid in cash down at once, without waiting for 
the expiration of the compromise tariff; and, if it 
were in order, I would offer an amendment to 
this bill to that effect. For they think that the im- 
porters and British agents have enjoyed the advan- 
tage of duty credits, over our manufacturers and 
mechanics, and our farmers, who have to pay the 
cash down for their land, quite long enough. And 
they want the duties more equalized, and re- 
instated upon silks and such other articles as 
may be required to ensure a sufficient revenue to 
defray the public expenses, and render any other 
resort unnecessary. 

And, Mr. Chairman, I will tell gentlemen fur- 
ther, what these working constituents of mine do 
not want, that there may be no mistake hereafter, 


-and from its being involved in the success of 


this bill. They do not want a National Bank and 
its aristoctatic tendencies, with its branch banks, 
and its patronage, and hosts of presidents, and 
cashiers, and clerks; and army of borrowers; and 
brokers, and shavers, and speculators, and exclu- 
sives, and other leeches that will fatten upon the 
labors of the producers; and its derangements of 
our economy, through its expansions and contrac- 
tions and scheming to control the Government and 
perpetuate its power; and its connection and sym- 
pathies and entanglements with foreign interests 
and policy, to retard and paralyze free govern- 
ment. They understand perfec'ly well the nature 
and tendencies of such an institution, for they have 
-been operated on to their heart’s content in that 
way. I believe, sir, this is, as far as I have de- 
scribed, what the working people do, and do not 
want; and if we, their representatives, do not do 
their will in these respects, they may take it into 
their heads, and tell us a little more of their 
minds, and enforce it through the quiet, but 
irresistible operation of that talisman of simple 
mechanism, invented by our patriotic forefathers— 
Heaven bless them for it!—the ballot box; an ope- 
Tation that may prostrate the aspirations and dissi- 
pate the inspiring day dreams of some of us honora- 
bles, without our consent, just by way of whisper- 
ing in our ears what we are, and who made us, 
and not to forget ourseives. — 

No, sir, this sudden, overweening love for the 
working men—the lower classes, some still foolishly 
term them—displayed through pretensions of log 
cabins and hard cider, and the blandishments and 
coquetry of perfumed gloves, and ribands, and me- 
dals, and gilded banners, and other tawdry ari-to- 
cratic tinsel and deception, cannot delude the free 
and right thinking tiller of the land. Ploughs and 
harrows, and leg chains, and the ether rural ap- 
pliances of industry, could not mix with sach gew- 


gaw tirash; the union would be too unnatural. A log 
cabin 1s garnished with no such trumpery; its em- 
bellishmen’‘s consist of petticoats, and gowns, and: 
coats, and trousers, hanging on its walls, and fea- 


ther beds, and piles of linen as white as saow, and 
warm biankets, manufactured by its industrious in- 


mates from their own flax and the fleeces of their: 


owa sheep. No, no; you mast give the working 


man reality and common sense—and why? Be- 
cause he knows what it is to get a living. He has 
not the privilege of making bank notes at pleasure. 
He will not have a President who will not “show 
his hand,” to speak in lawyer parlance; who de- 
mands the confidence of the people, without telling 
them openly and frankly what he means; who will 


: noi tell them what important measure he will or 


will not support, but refers them to past professions 
with two faces; and permits himself to be kept un- 
the surveillance of a committee, whe speak and 
think for him what they please. 

_ My constituents want no such man for their Pre- 
sident. They want the man who has told them his 
mind frankly and plainly upon all the great inte- 
rests of the country; whose talents, and patriotism, 
and purity of purpose, have been tried, and not 
found wanting; and who sees and converses with- 
out demur with any body, Democrat or Whig, and 
speaks his mind manly and openly without dis- 
guise. He is the man they want for President. 

As a friend, sir, to our own manufactures, I am 
particularly pleased with the 19th section ef this 
bill, because it provides for the collection of our 
revenues in gold and silver only; a measure that 
will incidentally be more favorable to the manufac- 
turer by lessening, measurably, the undue facilities 
that have hitherto been afforded the importers of 
foreign merchandise, in paying the duties in bank 
notes that could be made at pleasure. Excepting 
cash cuties, which will go into effect at the expira- 
tion of the compromise tariff, I do not know any 


| act that would benefit our manufacturers more than 


| this one of exacting the import duties in specie. In 


trath, receiving the duties in bank notes is giving a 


; species of additional credit on the duties, and so 
: far unjust to our own fabrics and products. 


When 


| I look at it in all its bearings, severing the public 


moneys from bank control is not merely an act of 
prudence and propriety, but an act of justice to the 
working community which was called for impera- 
tively, to keep a sufficiency of coin in circulation 
fer their use, that they may be no Jonger subjected 
to the fluctuating value of bank paper. And to 
Southern gentlemen I would respectfully suggest 
that, as this bill will conserve the interests of our 
manufactures, they have an additional interest in 
its passage; for the day is approaching when they 
may not be able to sell a bale of cotton to England. 
She is at this monent putting forth all her energies 
in cherishing ard promoting the cotton culture in 
her East India possessions. The world has felt her 
indomitable perseverance of purpose, where she 
thinks her interest is concerned: and how seldom 
has she been unsuccessful in enforcing her views, 
whether of aggrandizement, or power, or ambition, 
or been fasticious about the means or policy she 
would use in pushing every obstacle out of her 
way! Do her colored regiments in Canada and 
the East and West demonstrate this, or not? This 
cotton project has of late been the theme of debate 
in her Parliament, and of consultation in her cabi- 
net. I will exhibit one indication among the many 
I have seen lately on the subject. It is from the 
Liberator of the 6th ‘of March last: “A Bombay 
paper of October 10ih says, ‘we understand that 
the court of directors have engaged twelvé Aneri- 
cans to proceed to this country, for the pnrposé of 
improving the cultivation and clearing of cotton, 
and that they may be shortly expected to arrive in 
Bombay.’ ” . : 

The moment the British Government determined 
(although in shameless, glaring contrast to the 
grinding oppression inflicted on her Irish subjects) 
on the act of emancipatidi in her West India colo- 
nies, to stand in contradistinction to the institution 
in our Southern States, that same moment did ‘she 
determine on the cotton culture in her East India 
posscssions through the labor of her hundred mil- 
lions of slaves in that quarter of the world; for 
slaves they are virtually, to all intents and pur- 
poses. The conception of both projects was simul- 
taneous, connected with, and grew out of each other. 
The motive of this double stroke of policy is so ob- 
vious, that comment or elucidation seems unneces- 
rary. I only ask Southern gentlemen, and the 
whole people of this Union, who appreciate its value, 
and love their country, to bear it in mind for their 
future guidanee, and as a precious commentary 
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on the supposed magnanimity and humanity of a 
government that has been held up te our vision by 
Republican representatives on the floor of this 
hall, I am sorry to say, as a model of wisdom and 
greatness, for our imitation. If it had been pre- 
sented to us as a model of reckless selfishness, it 
might have been more applicable. 
not argument, and that there are worthy men be- 
longing to that Government, there is no doubt. I 
speak of the tendencies of its policy. To the pure 
patriotism of Southern gentlemen I need not ap- 


peal, for that stands pre-eminent; but I would | 


point to their interests, which are involved in this 
measure as far as it will be doing justice to our own 
manufacturers. 


I will now, Mr. Chairman, as briefly as I can, 
endeavor to show the more remote, the original, 
great moving cause that has brought the country 
into its present untoward monetary situation, and 
Tendered the present bill necessary, and which I al- 
laded to in the commencement; and a right under- 
standing of which will assist the people in getting 


out of the dilemma, and likewise assist in avoiding || 


such evils in future. 


Bat railing is | 


power, the faculty, of governing themselves, and 
doing it wisely and jastly, according to the great . 


principle of free government! We, asa people, 
have had such a power placed in our hards, for 
which we should be thankful, but have we been 
exercising it wisely and justly? that is the question. 
I fear we have not. We have got ourselves into 
trouble, almost inexplicable, for want of reflection 
—from mere wanton thoughtlessness we might say. 
But, happily, it is not too late to begin; and that 


beginning must be to inquire where we have erred. | 


It has been by a wrong estimate, 
just exercise of the legitimate power of 
the people, as a whole, in conferring that 
power upon parts of ourselves called corpora- 
tions. se we must consider ourselves only 
as a whole—(the people of a State, I mean—Con- 
gress can only act under the Federal Constitution) 
—in the exercise of free government; and if we 
confer our power as a whole—as one and indivisi- 
ble—upon a part of that whole, we are not exer- 
` cising the power of free government rightfully. 


This is obvious; and this we have been doing, 
and for which we have been and are being justly 
punished. Let us consider—what is free govern- 
ment? The power of governing freely, certainly, 
whether exercised by a man in his own proper per- 
son, or by a body of men associated together for 
that parpose. 
always as a whole only, and never confer the power 
of that whole virtually upon a part; for if they do, 
they are no longer free: that we have done, and 
there is the error we have committed. We divested 
ourselves of that power, and frittered it away upon 

of ourselves, called corporations, which was 
strikingly exemplified when we conferred our power 
in the form of a charter upon the United States 
Bank, irredeemable for 20 years—not to resume our 
power for that period, although the people of any 
one of those 20 years had the same power that we 


an un- 


had when granting the privilege. Hence, the ques- - 


tion, arises, if the people of this day do this, have 
the people of a future day the power to rectify it, 
to resume their power again? Certainly; but al- 
ways in a just manner to those concerned; for jus- 
tice is the chief attribute of power. Unquestiona- 
bly they have; for if they have not, they are not 
governing themselves—there is an end to their free 
government. This is, unfortunately, the position of 
the American people at thismoment. We have 
given up to a part of ourselves powers above the 
Constitution itself. If I were disposed to indulge 
in bitterness of spirit, I might call this ungrateful 
to that Almighty power that permitted us the inesti- 
mable blessing of exercising the power of self go- 
vernment as a people. It appears to me, Mr. 
Chairman, that our money distractions have been 
permitted through this wrong exercise of the power 
-of the people in the collective capacity, as asso- 
ciated together for free government, from the Re- 
volution to the present day.. But before I proceed 
to show that this is the case, 1 will endeavor to 
explain and elucidate as little as may answer the 


But the latter, in doing so, must act | 


` and 
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purpose, of the nature, extent, and exercise of this 
power. 

The legitimate power of the people is one and 
indivisible; they cannot divest themselves of it, for 
they are only holding it for posterity; they can- 
not confer it on a part, because it belongs only to 
the whole; it cannot be, but asa whole—ait is al- 
ways the same. Itis the same ia the people of 


' one period, as in those of another period. The peo- 


ple of 1840, °50, or 1900, will have the same power 
as those of the present day. It exists in us of to- 
day, as it did in those of twenty years ago—always 
one and indivisible in the character of Govern- 
ment, and this is but just and reasonable; no Re- 
public can be permanent upon any other basis; we 
cannot be a free people upon any other candition;a 
people associated together, every law, every act, 
emanates from the whole as one only. It was this 
great principle, felt, but not as perfectly un- 


! derstood as it yet will be, that released us from the 
. dominion of Britain. 


It was this great principle 
that induced us to set up for ourselves—to become 
a free people; to attempt (what the nations of the 
old world would fondly believe is only an experi- 


How happy it is, sir, for a people to have the i; ment) to govern ourselves in our own way, ac- 
? Ld : 


cording to the principles of truth and justice. From 
this legitimate power of the people emanate the 
Constitutions of the States, which they alter 
amend, or change and build up, to 
any extent that may be necessary or desirable, 
whenver they please, atany period of time. And 
why is this? Because the power of the people, as 
awhole, is always the same—it is always as one. 
Withal, the atoms which compose this power of 
self government are constantly changing; some die, 
some are born, some go beyond seas, some come 
from beyond seas; but still the legitimate power of 
the people, asa whole, is the same. Were the 
people of 1820 more infallible than we of 1840? or 
are we of 3840 more infallible than those of 1860 
may be? or is our power as a people greater than 
theirs will be? Will they not have the power and 
right to ‘relieve themselves from any act of ours 
that may involve their welfare? Is this very bill 
that we are going to pass, to remain unmodified or 
unrepealed at a subsequent time, if it should be 
deemed necessary? If the advocates of a United 
States Bank were the majority, and they should es- 
tablish one, and it shonld become corrupt and op- 
pressive, and trench upon and endanger our liber- 
lies, as a former one has done, would not justice to 
ourseives demand its abolishment?) Do we assume 
to ourselves the power of inflicting evils on poste- 
rity, and that they shall be irremediable; that our 


descendants shall not rid themselves of them, even | 


if they hazard the most sacred of all their rights, 
their liberties? And shall we do this under the 
sanction and hallowed name of free government? 
Why it is a mere mockery, unworthy an intelligent 


people. It is the worst kind of despotism—despot- | 


ism under the mask of liberty. Was it for this 


our ferefathers of the Revolution, through that sa- | 


cred instrnment, the Declaration of Independence, 
pledged “their lives, their fortunes, and their sa- 
cred honor?” Is the power of governing ourselves, 
as rational beings should, which we wrested from 
Britain through the price of blood, which belongs 
to us as a whole only, to be lost, frittered away, by 
conferring it upon parts of that whole, under par- 
tial privileges of contracts, and charters, and vested 
rights, erecting petty monarchies in our midst? In 
assuming such power, and doing such acts, I, for 
one, believe that we are incurring a fearful respon- 
sibility to that Omnipotence that liberated us from 
oppression, and permitted us to enjoy the blessings 
that belong to free government. 


The Constitution, the instrument which pre- 
scribes the action through which we are to govern 


ourselves, we alter and amend, whenever we think it | 


necessary; nay, take it to pieces, and remodel it alto- 
gether, if entirely advisable, although I am one of 
those who think the framework should never be 
touched, unless imperiously demanded; and shall 
we confer our power upon a part of ourselves; erect 
a species of monarchy under the guise of a bank 
charter; place it above that Constitution; consider 
it untouchable, unalterable, no matter now dan- 
gerous to our liberties, or corrupt it may become; 
make a creature greater than the creator? and this 
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we have been doing from the honr that Alexander 
Hamilton, by his funding system, made the first 
inroad upon the legitimate power of the people, 
antil the present day. This is the rock we have 
split upon: this injustice, this violation of oar 
power, by conferring upon a part what belongs 
only to the whole—making creatures, and permit- 
ting them to be superior to ourselves—is the cause 
of all our monetary miseries from the foundation of 
the Government to this moment. 

We know that the Constitution of the United 
States says, that no State shall make a law impair- 
ing the obligation of contracts. Now, if this 
means contracts formed between man and 
man, or contracts formed wherein the govern- 
ment of a State is a party of the same character 
as simply between man and man, where both 
have the power, it is right; butif it means that 
the power of the people as a whole (as one) through 
their representatives in one Legislature, canconfer 
that power on a part, as in the case of charters, or 
vested rights, or exclusive privileges of any kind, 
for a specified time, to be irresumable during that 
time by a subsequent Legislature, or, in other 


| words, by the people through the exercise of their 


power as a whole, itis unjust; it is a gross violation 
of the legitimate power of the people; an oatrage 
upon the great principle of free government, and 
ought to be amended immediately. For, as I have 
said before, the power of the people in their collec- 
tive capacity belongs only to the whole, and cannot 
be conferred upona part of themselves. This power, 
this sacred right of self-government, will be the 
same in the people of ten years hence as it is in us of 
to-day—it was, is, and ever will be, the same. 

Yes, sir; the great error we have committed, and 
for which we are now suffering, is that of conter- 
ring the power which belongs only to the whole, 
upon a part or parts of that whole for a given time, 
aod making it irresumable during that pericd, as in 
charters to banks, &c. inflicting evils, perhaps, 
upon posterity, and saying they shall not relieve 
themselves from them—depriving the people of an 
element of their sovereignty. Could any act be 
more unreasonable or unjust, or fatally adverse to 
the great principle of free government? the su- 
preme, the sovereign power being in the pople at 
all times—always one and indivisible. As J have 
already said, was it not thisgreat principle that car- 
ried us through the Revolution? 

Lawyers say that a contract is not binding unless 
both parties have the power to make it. Have the 
people of this day, or of this generation, the right 


.or the power to contract away the liberties of the 


people of another day—another generation? Wil 
any freeman, any right-thinking man, enter- 
tain for a moment the slightest approach to- 
ward such a suicidal idea? It is this dire admis- 
sion that keeps the people of the old world labor- 
ing and struggling on under the wretched oppres- 
sions that are inflicted on them. 

But I must not be misunderstood. I do not wish 
to leave any thing open to the cavils of the disin- 
genuous. I therefore say, plainly, that the obliga- 
tion of contracts, as between man and man, I re- 
spect as much as any other in the community. Bat 
I say, equally as plainly, that the peeple of one 
day, in their sovereign capacity, can confer no 
power on a part of themselves that may involve 
that sovereignty, but what the people of another 
day may resume at pleasure, doing perfect jastice 
at the same time to all concerned. 

However, Mr. Chairman, I will endeavor to il- 
lustrate my observations in the way of a mupp: 
tion or two. Gentlemen have supposed considera- 
bly during these debates, and I hope I will be per- 
mitted to do some little in the same way. 

Suppose a man had indulged in chewing tobacco 
for some years, but, believing that it was injoring 
his constitution, abandoned it, and the palate shoald 
remonstrate against being deprived of the particu- 
lar privilege it had enjoyed so long, and demand 
its continuance, what would the will say? “I 
know that some years ago, at your own importu- 
nity, I gratified you with a taste of tobacco, aad 
have continued it ever since; bat I perceive thal, 
in doing so, I am disordering the stomach, and con- 
sequently doing injastice to my whole system, 
therefore I will indulge you no longer.” 
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Or suppose the thing called a dandy should take 
it into its head to wear gilt-rimmed spectacles, fan- 
eying they would make it look more grave, and 
dignified, and consequential, bat, after wearing 
them sometime, it discovered its mistake and threw 
them aside; whereupon the eyes would be dissatis- 
fied, and demand a prolongation of what they now 
thought proper to term a privilege, what would the | 
creature reply, if it could reason at ali? Probably | 
something like this: “No, no, my lads; I find, if I | 

f 


continue to wear spectacles, though it may please | 
you, it will render my whole person ridiculous, and 
ultimately injure yourselves aud weaken your pow- 
ers of vision; therefore, in future, you must content 
yourselves with the enjoyment of equal rights with | 
your fellow senses.” f 
And, once more, suppose a man had been in the » 
habit of drinking to excess for years stimulants of ` 
one of various kinds—hard cider itself sometimes, | 

perhaps; but, during a'sober interval, reflecting that 

he was destroying his constitution and ruining his 
4 


affairs, and cruelly distressing his family, he should 
form a determination to gratify his depraved taste | 
no longer, and the taste demanded a continuance of 
the practice as a right, a privilege that, through its 
own importunity, it had been inadvertently con- | 
ceded it should enjoy for a long time—what would 
the man say and do? “This wil not do any lon- | 
ger, my friend; we must reform; in justice to my- 
self, I will resume my power, which you have at- 
tempted to usurp, and which is the same now that | 
it was on the day I thoughtlessly placed a part of it 
at your disposal. These excesses produce such | 
expansions and contractions in my brain, like over 
and under doses of bank notes in other quarters, 
` and such painfal oppressions and revulsions in my 
stomach, through which my being is sustained, 
that it will end in convulsions which will prestrate 
the whole fabric, including yourself, even unto | 
dissolution, I have been deceived and misled, 
‘and my confidence abused, and I resume my power.” 
So it is, Mr.Chairman with the body politic—con- 
fer its powers upon a part, to be exercised: in- 
dependently, irresponsibly, and the machine, the 
` whole system, becomes ‘disordered and deranged; 
` the favored, the privileged part is selfish—“feels 
` power and forgets right”—in proportion to the 
power conferred upon it, it infringes upon and 
weakens the other parts. In a well-regalated 
machine, yeu cannot increase the power of one 
part without weakening the others. The power of 
the people, in their collective capacity, always the 
same, is the will of theman. The depraved, vitiated 
taste was near mastering the whole man; and char- 
ters, vested rights, and exclusive privileges, through 
the action of banks, have been near mastering the 
whole people. The struggle is going on yet, and it 
is, virtually, as much a struggle for liberty and 
independence as was that of the Revolution, with 
this difference, however, that the Revolutionary | 
contest was an effort to release ourselves from the 
thraldom of a foreign power, (for Britain had be- 
come so tous, from her tyranny and oppression,) 
and acquire the power of free government, of go- 
verning ourselves; and the present contest-is to 


`» Felease as from a thraldom caused by ourselves; 


it is for a resumption of the power which, al- 
` -though belonging to us as a whole, we unwisely 
avd unjustly conferred upon a part, in the ferm of 
-  wnrepealable bank charters. This is the nature of 

.. the present conflict, whether we shall govern our- 
selves as a--whole people, associated together for - 
that purpose, or by a part of ourselves—a delusive 
paper money association, affiliated with a power 
of the same character in a foreign country. This 
is the real issue—the vitally important question 
which we are about to decide—liberty or despotism. 

- These remarks, sir, involve this question, as they 
wete intended to do; would the United States Bank, 
which, I think, Congress had not the power | 
to charter, under the Constitution, or the State 
~ banke, bave inflicted on the people the adverse aie 
camstances they did, if they had known that they 
could not do it with impunily—might be abolished: 
whenever the people found that they were no lon- 
ger usefal or abused the confidence reposed in them, 
or no longer answered the purposes for which they 
were chartered? Sach is the question these remarks 
involve. i ; 


This, sir, may be called ultraism, or radicalism, 
or agrarianism, or any other ism, that the epponents 
of free government, who hold the doctrine that the 
people are not fit to be trusted with their own liber- 
ties, may please. But is it not truth? Is it not 
justice? If the people are not capable of governing 
themselves, what part of them is? There is the 
question. But I trust that the people will ponder 


upon these reflections that I have laid before their | 


Tepresentatives for that purpose and decide the 
great, the vital question of their legitimate power 


governed by a part of themselves through corpora- ' 


tions. 


this hall at this moment, what language would their 


great minds dictate? Thy reign is done, thou gro- | 
velling paper despot— twas we who gave this peo- |. 


ple liberty. 
There is one thing, sir, that surprises me greatly 


| at present, aud thats, to see the attempts and pre- 


tences that are made to make people believe that 
these are the worst times we have ever experi- 
enced, and that produce is to be so cheap that it 
will be for the asking, and wages so low that no- 
body will work, and that the Government has 
caused it all, although there is not a word of truth 
in the whole of it. Why, such stuffis ar insult 
to the people’s understandings, just as if they 
were fools, or had lost their memories and their 
senses. I will give you, sir, a few recollections 
upon these matters, for I have no time at present 
to recur to books and newspapers and hunt up re- 
miaiscences upon this subject, but if I were at 
home, I might recur to the recollections of my 
neighbors, and they could tell yon what I will: I 
remember reading in Niles’s Register and other pa- 
pers that wheat in Ohio was as low as 25 to 20, 
and even 124 cents a bushel, and corn 10 cents, and 
whiskey 15 cents a gallon, and flour, at one time, 
only §1 a barrel at Pittsburg, and that it required a 
bushel to a bushel and a half of wheat to buy a 
pound of coffee, and four or five for a pound of 
tea—this was about 1820 or 1821. And what 
caused this? bank expansions and contrtionacs, and 
panics and revulsions, and breakings and swin- 
dlings, and consequent robbiogs of the working 
man’s hard earnings. I came into Ohio some 
dozen years ago, and I remember, in my own day, 
seeing corn at 25 to 18% cents, and wheat from 50 
down as low in some instances as 374 cents, if I 
recollect right, and oats as low as 15 to 124 cents, 
and that in store goods too at from 25 to 60 per 
cent. profit. I remember, likewise, hearing fre- 
quently, after my arrival, that some time before, 
wheat was a drug at 314 to 25 cents a bushel; that 
the farmers would have to hawk it about from 
store te store to get it disposed of. Do these gentry, 
who now pretend to love the hardfisted working 
folks almost to adoration—although they are so 
widely apart in sympathies and pursuits—remem- 
ber any of these matters and their causes? Well, if 


they don’t or won’t, we do; and we remember, too, - 


that Marlin Van Buren, whom Andrew Jackson 
sent minister to England for that purpose among 


- others, made an arrangement, with little hesitation, 


for a participation in the trade to her West India 
colonies, that assisted to raise the price of bread- 
stuffs in our west at once—-a desideratum that the 
preceding Administration had attempted in vain. 
Yes sir, if the wireworkers who affect to love log 


cabins and hard cider so intensely cannot remem- ' 


ber these matters, we ean and do—let them bear this 


remark in mind. Yes, sir, only pass this bill, so that: 


the public revenue, consisting of twenty-five mil- 


lions: of dollars, or whatever it may amount to, 


may be kept in circulation in honest hard gold and 
silver, that the workers may have it for every day 
use; and make the duties on foreign merchandise 
payable in cash down up®n the nail, that the mer- 
chant and British agent may have no advantage 
over the farmer and manufacturer; and let the pro- 
ducers sell more and buy less; manufacture more 
and use more of their ewn fabrics, and less of 
foreign ones, and place banking within the entire 


control of te people, and then see if the West. and: 


: being ‘always “one and indivisible ”—wnether -| 
‘ they shall govern themselves as a whole, or be ;: 


the whole Union do not rise faster in prosperity, and 
virtue, and happiness. 

l am sick, and tired, and disgusted, with these 
vile wretched attempts that are incessantly kept up 
to mislead the people; and I do say, to the people’s 
Representatives on this flocr, and to my constitu- 
eats, and to the whole American people, and I say 
it fearlessly, that that man who wilfully misleads 
the people from their true and just interests, or de- 
ceives, or imposes upon them false doctrines— 
whether in the halls of Congress, or in the halls of 
the State Legislatures—in the county meeting or in 
township meeling—in public conversation or in 
private conversation—through the press or at-the 
polls—or in any way whatseever, in act word, or 


If those hallowed forms that adorn the walls of ` phlei see pale is a true Das 
your rotundo could spring into life, and pass into ; Maly, guiity ot treason against Iree 


government, against the liberties and happiness of 


‘ mankind in the United States and all over the 


world; and not merely at present, but extends it to 
the future, by retarding the progress of free princi- 


, ples, the onward march of human rights, of truth, 


and justice—that nran is the enemy of his fellow- 
man, in the broadest sense of the word. 

While the name of the true patriot, who loves 
and serves his country, w:il be cherished in the me- 
mories of posterity, that of the man who misleads 
the people will be precipitated down, down, down 
through the never-enciyg night of dark oblivion. 


SREECH OF ÑR. W. O. BUTLER, 


OF KENTUCKY. 

In theGouse of Repfesentatives, June, 11, 1840—In 
Committee of thé Whole, in reply to Mr. BIDDLE 
and MA Hon, gn the appropriation for surpress- 
ing hostilities ig Florida. 

Mr. Cuartwanj That I have not occupied this 
floor sooner, i$ a evidence of the reluctance I feel, 
in occupying it at all; a reluctance which is greaty 
increased from the reflection that the session is 
drawing toa close, and that I can hope to say 
nothing likely to compensate the country for the 
time I shall necessarily occupy. The considera- 
tion would certainly induce me te decline saying 
any thing on the present occasion, were I not sa- 
tisfied, that the session is to end, as it began, in 
speechmaking. 

Be this as it may, sir, I have now undergone 
what all will admit to be a reasonable novitiate in 
silence, and intend as brief a discussion of the Fio- 
rida war question as I may find convenient. That 
this waris beginning to excite a deep,.and a thril- 
ling interest in the community, is not a “matter of 
sarptise; it has desolated our frontiers with a most 
unsparing hand for years;and although it in no de- 
gree threatens the general safety of the nation, it is 
but too well calculated to appeal to the sympathy 
of every heart not-locked up against the...voice of 
sorrow. It is moreover, sir, a war whose termi- 
nation still lies hid, far in the dark inscrutable fu- 
ture. Like every other transaction of the times, 
this war has been ‘seized on by the Opposition 
party, in and out’ ef this. House, for the pur- 
pose of being moulded. into... politieal capi- 
tal. It has been roundly. “asserted; that. its 
operations have been such, as to reflect: indelible 
disgrace upen the Administration under which it 
has been carried on. As a friend and a sup- 
porter of that administration, have felt. myself call- 
ed upon to examine into the truth of this. charge; 
and after having done so, I take it upon myself to 
say, in the presence of those who have mée it, that 
it has no foundation in truth. I intemd,cto Pe-ex- 
amine it, in the presence of this cominittee, where 
the various laws, and most of the. facts in relation 
to’ it, are within our reaèh; and where the touch- 
stone of truth may be readily applied. I eongratu- 
late the country, sir, that this hour has at last ar- 
rived. F congratulate the Opposition, that they a:e 
no longer compeiled to yelp and saap at the sha- 
dow of this war; that they may now do that, as a 
matter of right, which they have heretofore only 
attempted by way of stealth; and I now call upon 
them, one and all, to make good their charges; not 
not by round and bold assertion, but by proof and 
argument. ft would have evinced much. more 
confidence in the truth and justice of their charges, 

had they -waited. for this hour. It would have 
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been much more creditable to themselves, and in- |! 
finitely more just to all concerned, had they 
imitated the notable example of Tam O’Shanter’s 
wife, and nursed their wrath until the present time. 
But I am aware that this Opposition never conde- 
seends to act upon any bat high and prudential 
eonsiderations; I, therefore, take it for granted that 
some sach consideration must have influenced their 
course in relationto this war. I presume, sir, 
they found their patriot wrath too hot for nursing, 
and that they have been simply hoisting their safe- 
ty-valves in advance, as the only means to pre- 
vent explosion. Certain it is, sir, that we have | 
hed many and most portentous sounds from their 
escape-pi ia this hall. I congratulate | 
them that their long agony is now over, and that 
they may work eff their surplus steam at their lei- 
sure, and in the natural way. 

Before I proceed, however, to an examination | 
into the operations of this war, permit me to reply 
te the gentlemen who have preceded me as to the | 


alleged causes which induced it. The gentleman ; 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Oaxe,] in his celebrated | 
selear the kitchen speech,” told us that it was 
Drought on by the infamous conduct of the Go- 
‘vernment in swindling these Indians out of their 
lands; and the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Hunt] added to this, a charge in relation to the - 
wife of Osceola, which is appropriately registered 
in the Abolition Almanac of the present year. I 
admit that these gentlemer are quite as near the 
truth as is usual in these party times; they are on- 
ly one remove from it. It is not that these Indians 
have been cheated out of their lands by the Go- 
‘verament (or I am well convinced a fairer treaty 
never was made with an Indian tride,) but it is to 
this charge, falsely made, and widely circulated, 
‘and parucularly among those Indians themselves, 
that this war is to be attributed, more than to any 
other cause. Unfortunately for the honor, the . 
peace, and the prosperity of the country, there is, 
and ever has been, a party among us (not a large 
one, I trast, sir,) who never yet was known to ap- 
of any one act of their own Government; 
who never yet was found acting with their own 
eouatry, either ia peace or in war; the same 
y which held back the arms of our gallant 
fathers in the Revolutionary struggle; which hung 
-a dead weight upon cur eagle's wings in the last 
‘war; and which is how busy in sowing the seeds of 
disunion throughout the land. This pariy, sir, has 
made its appearance among us at different periods 
of our history, and in various guises, but ever in | 
that guise best calculated to strike at the honor and | 
security of the nation. For some time past it 
has been.carrying on a most insidious warfare, al- : 
ternaiely and conjointly under the red and black 


zed man of the wild, and the Southern slave, and 
has heen inciting the one to rebellion, and both to | 
war, by every means in its power. And yetso 

strange a thing is man, that the members of this ; 
same party meekly fold their arms and call upon , 
the world to say whether they are not the true, nay | 
the peculiar followers of the Prince of Peace. That | 


there may be among them some blind, deluded zea- || 


service of the Most High, while they are lighting | 
the torch of civil discord in the land, and bathing | 
it in blood, is barely possible; but that their leaders, — 
and many of their rank and file, will,in the end, 
pe found to be either the hired or the willing tools 
‘of foreign powers, striking at the integrity of this 
Union, I have many and strong reasons to appre- 
hend. Crowned heads throughout the world be- 
iw to sit tremblingly on their thrones. ‘The spirit 
of inquiry is abroad in every land; liberal princi- 
- ples are every where on the rapid march, and our 
free institutions afford the only light held ont for 
their guidance! Pnt out that light, and liberty is 
Jost te the world! The problem of man’s capacity | 
for self-government is fatally solved, and the feu- 
dal ages come back upon us with all their gloom | 
and all their chains. It is not then strange that 
crowned heads should seize upon the only means 


lots, who fondly dream they are engaged in the 
| 


in their power to remove the only obstacle ia their 
way. i 


America, trae to herself, may laugh at the 
world in arms; to divide and conquer us is the 
only bope. And I repeat it, sir, this 
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saintly brood of hypocrites, these exclusive 
friends of the red man and the black, but 
who would neither shed their blood nor spend 


their money for the salvation of both races, are, in . 


my opinion, designed as the entering wedge for the 
rending asunder this great, this glorious, this holy 
confederacy; cemented together by all that issacred 
in the past, by all that is worth living for in time to 
come. 

As a further pretence for intermeddling with In- 
dian affairs, it has been said that one of the chief 
purposes of the late Administration was the de- 


struction of the Indian race; and we have been in- . 


voked by the orators, and the poets, and the papers 
of a party, both foreign and domestic, to unite with 
them in weeping over the fate of a once 
great and potent nation—now a feeble and 
oppressed tribe, cheated out of their lands, 
and driven from the graves of their fathers into 
bitter exile by the iron hand of tyranny. Not- 
withstanding they were encouraged to sell their 
lands, and to emigrate as the only means to save 


| them from utter extermination: and, notwithstand- 
_ ing, white remaining among us, they are daily dip- 
` ping their insatiate hands in the innocent blood of 
` our women and our children: for them this party 


has no sympathy; it is treasured up fer our enemies 
alone. 
It is trae, Mr. Chairman, when the gallant old 


: man who was at the head of the late Administration 


saw Florida in flames, and the hearthstones of her 
peace‘ul and unoffending citizens drenched with 
their own blood, that he flew to their assistance, and 
saved them from destruction. Its is also true, that, 
in doing so, he shed much Indian blood; ay, sir, 
and shed it without remorse. But that his, or the 
policy of the Government, in purchasing 
the Indian lands, and removing them beyond 


: the Mississippi, has a tendency, or was designed, to 


destroy them, is utterly uùtrue. I repeat it, sir, no- 
thing else can save them from speedy extermination. 
All history, and tradition, and experience, attest the 
fact that these two races cannot live in close contigu- 
ity with each other; that the contact has still been fa- 
tal to the Indian race. True it is, sir, that por- 
tions of that race, like the strong man in the tem- 
ple, have often brought a common ruin upon their 
own and the heads of all within their reach; but, 
as a nation, they have been compelled, with dimi- 
nished numbers, to plunge deeper and deeper in 
theirgenial wild, leaving behind them smoking 
ruins and a bloody trail. - 

What, let me ask, sir, would be the fate of the 
Seminole tribe, in a few years, hemmed in, and 
pressed on all sides as it is, by a daily increasing 
white population? It would be that of a belted 


Ti kas taken under its holy keeping the | tree, putting forth its sickly leaves for a season, 


dropping its sapless branches, one by one, and 
speedily mingling with the dust. The reason is a 
most obvious one; our castoms are at covtinual 


| war with each other: the Indian lives by the chase 
| lives mainly on the forest game. The farms and 


fences of the white man circumscribe and limit the 
range of the deer and the elk, and the hum of 
civilization frightens them away. The Indian 
follows ef his own accord, or is. compelled by the 
whites, after having turned his idle arms upon 
those who have broken in upon his habits, without 
having changed his natare. Give him his native 
wild—the lofty mountain and the deep dark dell: 
the rushing river and the quiet lake; give him the 
rifle and the forest game; you give him all he re- 
quires—all he is capable of enjoying. You leave 


untouched and uncontaminated all that is worth | 


preserving in his nature; and I acknowledge he has 
many fine and lofty traits of character. Take his 
weapons from his band, and replace them with the 
plough and the hoe, and you make him a tame dis- 
pirited slave, or a bitter and an unrelenting enemy. 
If this be true, sir, was it not a wise and a humane 
policy, to give them a distant country of their own, 
where they may preserve and enjoy their own pro- 
per and peculiar customs, unchecked and uncon- 
trolled by the warring usages of civilization? That 
the condition of those who have complied with their 
treaty stipulations, and removed beyond the Mis- 
sissippi, is greatly improved, we are not only told 
by their own agents, but by the concurrent testimo- 
ny of all who have visited themin their new homes. 
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I have deemed it proper tosay thus much in defence 


of the policy of the Government, and mn refutation 
of the unjust and illiberal charges made again-t the 
l-t- Administration. But I am well aware, sir, 
that the faʻe of the Indian has bat little weight with 
those who are affecting to weep over it. It is used 
merely as a mask, to cloak another and a much 
more important measure—one which it is not quite 
prudent to proclaim on the house tops. They would 
be content to wilness a war of extermination be- 
tween the Indians and whites of the South, so it did 
not reach their borders, or touch their purses, pro- 
vided it should prevent the settlement of Florida by 
slaveholders, and its formation into slave States. 
That, sir, is the key to the whole mystery. Florida, 
in its present condition, is too well suited to their 
purposes to be lost without a struggle, which costs 
them nothing, however much blood and misery it 
may cost others. Florida, in its present condition, 
is the fit, the natural, and the well-selected theatre 
for abolition operations; the only one on which it 
can ever hope even to commence its nefarious 
schemes; and the Florida war, its first, its natural, 
and its bitter fruit. Look at it, sir, surrounded on 
all sides by slaves and slaveholders, eccu- 
pied by a savage tribe, easily excited to war, 
owning many slaves, and having among them 
many free negroes, in daily communication with 
those of the whites, at all times disposed to excite 
them to rebel against, and desert from their own- 
ers; and to secrete and protect them when they do 
so, of their own accord. Stretching far toward 
the Bahamas, and reaching almost to Jamaica, 
lately a slave State, and now a scene of manu- 
mitted misery—owned by a foreign and a rival 
power, united and affiliated with the Abolitionists 
in our own country—it is a mest convenient spot 
for all the numerous agents of this society, to meet 
and complot in safety, against the peace and secu- 
rity of the American people. Do not imagine, sir, 
for a moment, that considerations of so vital a 
character as these have been overlooked or disre- 
garded, by either the people of Florida or the Abo- 
lition party. That they are both thrillingly alive 
to their true coudition, will be seen from an ex- 
tract taken from the Antislavery Almanac of the 
present year. The article from which this extract 
is made is under the following appropriate head: 
“Will you admit Florida as a slave State?” After 
denouncing the Government and the war in the 
most reckless and unmeasured terms, and quoting 
from the Louisvilie Journal, in support of their 
charges, they proceed to give the reasons why the 
people of Florida desire the removal of the 
Indians. 

“Ata public meeting of the citizens of Tallahassee and vi- 
cinity, June 841839, it was ‘unanimously resolved, that the 
Seminole Indians and the inhabitants of Florida cannot main- 
tain peace and live in the same country, and if any treaty 
shall be ratified, locating these Indians in Florida, it will be a 
paper treaty only.’ They also resolved, ‘That the peninsula 
of Florida is the last place in the limits of the United States 
where the Indians should be permitted to remain, for obvious 
reasons:’ land2, ‘They are accessible to our enemies, and 
would be guides to them in war;’ 3, ‘If located in Florida, all 
the runaway slaves will find refuge and protection with them;’ 
4, ‘The contiguity of emancipated colored people of the West 


Indies, would, in a war with some foreign power, place Florida, 
and, in fact, the whele of our Southern States, in Jeopardy.” 


What are those reasons? The people of Fiorida 
wished the removal of the Indians because their 
lives and their property were in imminent and con- 
stant danger from their contiguity; and these are 
adopted by the Abolitionists as insuperable objec- 
tions against their removal. I confess, sir, they 
are of the most satisfactory and conclusive charac- 
ter. It is quite natural that the people of Florida 
should feel a deep solicitade in the preservation of 
their fives and their property. But the Abolition- 
ists have decreed that they shall loose their slaves, 
even at the expense of life itself. I know there are 
some of that party who will recoil with much 

eming horror at the very shadow of such a catas- 
trophe. Yes, sir, there are men in the werld who 
willcoolly and quietly lay a train that they, and 
all ethers who pretend to think at all, must know 
will ignite of itseif, or be fired by the hands ofan- . 
other, and who, when the thunder of the explosion 
bursts upon them, will exclaim against the wicked- 
ness of the deed, and thank Heaven that they at 
least were free from such asin. This, sir, is the 
case with many. But there are others who have 
laid aside even this thin and flimsy robe of caution 


June, 1840. 
Q6rTu Cone... Ist SESS. 


and hypocrisy, and who come out boldly, and in 
print, and tell us they have weighed the whole mat- 
ter, and are prepared to carry out their vile 
schemes, even at the expense of the Union itself. 
Let every American read the following extract 
from their procescings, and then let any man who 
prizes his character and standing as a patriot dare 
defend them: 

“ W. L. Garrison, from the Business Committee, reported a 
resolution declaring that, as Abolitionista, we are bound to car- 


ry out our principles, no matter at what expense to our sect or 
pang, to the Constitution, or to the Union.” 


is paragraph wants no comment. I will not 
even say of its author, as the venerable gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] once said of a 
distinguished colleague, [Mr. Wenrster,] who in 


:, not prepared to say. 


debate said he would not vote for a certain war | 


measure, then under consideration, even if the ene- -; 


my were then thundering at the Capitol, “that he 
had but one more step to take, and that was to join 
the enemy.” I will not do the author of that pa- 
ragraph the injustice to dcubt that he has already 
taken that important step. 

No one, not even the Abolitionists themselves, 
ean deny that the course openly pursued by that 
party has a direst tendency to excite discontent 
among both the Indians and the negroes. Have 


they not both had their supposed wrongs and op- “| Which it has been carried on 
` tell, 


pressions depicted to them with all the force and 
fervor which ingenuity and falsehood united could 
eommand; and what other method could they have 
resorted to more likely to produce the resulis which 
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means to be resorted to, are the following: “To 
Open correspondence with the Abolitionists through- 
out the world, and encourage them in the prosecu- 
tion of their objects.” And again: “That our 
friends, both white and colored, in Canada, the 
West Indies, South America, and other countries, 


| be affectionately invited to form auxiliary societies, 


` and contribute to the funds of the society.” Do you 


think, sir, all this brotherly love has been thrown 
away? No, sir, the Indians and the negroes have 


. been appealed to, and they have gone to war; the 


: islands have been invoked in the most fraternal 


terms, and the islands have lent their aid. What 
impression these facts may have upon others, I am 
If any shall still doubt that 
the spirit of Abolition has been one of the causes 
whi h produved, and is now protraciing, this war, 
I leave them to the enjoyment of that opinion; con- 
vinced, as I am, that time is maturing and multi- 
plying facts that witl force even the willing skeptic 
to become an unwilling believer. 

I proceed, in the next place, sir, to an exami- 
nation of the manner in which this war has been 


i been conducted. I have before said that the Op- 
' position in this House has charged the opera- 
| tions of the Florida war to be such as to reflect 


indelible disgrace upon the administration under 
But, strange to 
no pat of that foul attaint is to at- 
tach either to the generals who conducted the vari- 


, ous campaigns, or to the soldiers who fuught the 


have followed? Does any one doubt that such | 
means, acting on such bodies of ignorant and illi- `: 


terate men, even if no such evil was designed, 
could fail to excite both Indians and negroes to re- 
venge; and is it not equally natural that two such 


classes of men, living in the same region and in ha- | 


bits of daily intercourse, should unite together for 
the purpose of effecting a common redress? That 
they did so unite before the commencement of the 
war, and have continued to act in perfect concert, 
I will now show you from the report of Major Ge- 


neral Jesup, who was then engaged in the proseca- | 


tion of the war; from page 10, I make the following 
extract: 
“Having been apprized, by prisoners taken in the preceding 
of an arrangement entered into previous to the war, 
between the Indians and the slaves, that, so soon as hostilities 
should commence, the latter were to join them, an] take up 
arms, I informed the Indians thatall their negroes must be sepa- 
rated from them and sent out of the country.” 


Again, in a lener from Volusia, he says: 

“This, you may be assured, is a negro, not aa Indian war, 
and if it be not speedily put down, the South will feel the effects 
of it on their slave population before the end of the next sea- 
son.” —Ex. Doc. 78, 3d vol. 2d session, 26th Congress. 

An intelligent gentleman, now in this city, long 
and still an inhabitant of Florida, in a note to me, 
says: “ That the Indians were instigated to a viola- 
tion of the treaty at Payne’s landing by the negroes 
among them, there is no doubt.” As a proof that 
the Abolititionis's have been instigating them to 
this course, and that foreigners have been aiding 
them in it, the same gentleman says: 

“During the course of the war, a communication existed, 
with boats, between the Bahamas, where some of the fugitive 
slaves had transported themselves for greater security; and a 


brig has been running, under the charge ofa devoted patron of | 


free negroes, from St. Juhn’s to St. Domingo.” 

That the people in Fiorida are alive to these facts 
Will be seen from the following extract from the 
Floridian : 


Estract of a letter from a gentleman in East Florida to his 
i friend in New York. 


OER 

“If you observe the papers you will see what is doing iñ 
Tongress towards our admission as a State. We have two par- 
ties—one for and one against ft. Oneis fora division, to form 
ultimately two States; the other, tocome in whole immediately. 
In the present and prospective. state of things, it is decidedly 
better to come in as one State; for, if the Abolitionists get the 
ascendency, we can never come in. The Union would be dia- 
solved in the attempt, and dissolved it aesuredly will be, if they 
increase; and, with their Increase, persevere in the incendiary 
efforts we see them daily making to excite discontent and revolt 
among our slaves. The modes by which they essay to do this 


are, some of them, as base, and baser, than any thing elae that | 


can be named, excepting always, and forever, the cause they 


are engaged in. I could particularize these, but sha'l content | 


myself with the one fact of their making instruments of ne- 
groes, who have (perhaps by the generosity of their former own- 
era) been emancipated, and are suffered to remain amongst 
us, The intercourse with these free negroes is not difficult. 
By means of other free negroes occasionally touching at our 
poru, and finding ingress to our towns and cities; these are 
ribed :o the work, and furnished with incendiary tracts, art- 
fully contrived, for the furtherance of their hellish purposes.” 


The following extracts from their constitution 
Will show their plan of operations, Among the 


i 


different baules. It would notte quite politic, at 
ths interesting conjuncture, to assail so numerous 
and so influential a body of men, that might rouse 
the honest indignation of their numerous friends, 
and of the country at large. That gentlemen have 
no intentien of doing, and I acquit them from any 
such design. Had success crowned our arms, 
had victory perched on our standard, who 
would have worn the plucked laurels? By the 
united voice of the world, they would have graced 
the brows of our generals and their companions in 
arms. But, sir, victory and defeat are the very op- 
posites of each other; and their effects should, of 
course, be of a corresponding character. ach 
new victory is but a fresh blast from the trumpet 
of the nation’s fame; and, therefore, we join in the 
all hail to our friends who have won it. But, sir, 
it is most desirable and convenient to find a scape- 
goat for those same friends when overtaken by de- 
feat and disaster; and if that scape-zoat should 
chance to prove an enemy, or a political opponent, 
it is looked upon as a God-send, that, not to profit 
by, would be condemned by all as a species of po- 
litical impiety. 

Each year, Mr. Chairman, seemsto cemand a 
fresh victim. Last year the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury was singled out for party immolation. I need 
not tell you, sir, how signal a failure it proved; I 
need not remind you with what recoil that measure 
fellon the heads of those who attempted to use it. 
Where now, sir, is the mighty product of that 
mighty effort? where is that celebrated report which 
cost its authors so much labor and the nation so 
much money? I mean, sir, the Swartwout report. 
Last yearit was the political text book of the 
Whig party, and was flourished from all the 
stumps and horse block in the country; where is it 
now, sir? it must have lost favor even with its 
friends; it has rarely been alluded to even in this 
House; it has scarcely raised a bubble or a ripple 
in this great boiling ca'dron into which every one 
is throwing his bitterest things: 

“ Livet of misbelicving Jew, : 

Gall of goat, and sprigs of yew.” 
Sir, it has been solemnly tried and fairly con- 
demned by the American people, and from their 
verdict there is no appeal. Unwarned by the past, 
another victim is bound to the horns of the politi- 


cal aliar. The Secretary of War is singled out 


for the sacrifice. Sir, it requires no Chaldean 
knowledge of the stars to foretell his doom. A 
child might cast his horoscope. Mr. Chairman, 
it was said of yore that the holiness of the altar 
sanctified the offering—that was true of one altar 
only, the altar of the Most High. Some altars are 
so base in themselves as to desecrate all that 
touches them. Such, mainly, are the altars of man; 
peculiarly such, sir, are the party altars of this 
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day. I much fear that no acceptable incense can 
ever rise from them. I much fear that when the 
smoke of the sacrifice is over and the fervor of the 
worshipper subsided, when conscience and posterity 
come to sit in honest judgment on our best acts, 
when the gilding and drapery are torn off, and oar 
motives laid bare, that all which we are now 
offering under the sp2cious and holy names of pa. 
triotism and country, will be found to be litde 
more than sordid ministerings to party and to self. 
I had thought there was still left one common 
ground an which even the parties in this House 
might meet, and, for a time, lay down their weapons 
of party strite. I had thought that when our banner 
was on the breeze, and our eagle spreading his wings 
for the stoop, that one spirit, the spirit of our 
fathers, would be in every breast. Nor will I, 
even now, permit myself to doubt that were this a 
war of foreign aggression, or one calculated to 
rouse the spirit of the nation, by endangering its 
liberty, we wculd all prove true in the trial hour. 

Bat the Florida war has been treated as a matter 
of trivial moment. A few naked and wandering 
savages are said to have sacked our borders and 
foiled our armies; and the Secretary of War is 
held responsible for all the blood and all the trea- 
sure that have been lavished on that war. I will 
not stop now, sir, to cast up the merchant part of 
this charge; I will not, when speaking of the blood 
of my countrymen, pause to weigh it against gold. 
This is a proper, but a separate subject for inquiry, 
Let it be made. Submit the accounts and expen- 
ditures of this war to a proper committee, and let 
us have a full examination; not an ex parte one, 
upon select items culled out for present use, and at 
the close of the session, when it is well known that 
no one has the time or the inclination to examine 
them. We are now examining the operations of 
the war; not the quartermasters’ or the commissa- 
ries’ accounts. Show me that the Secretary of 
War has been remiss or derelict in his duty; show 
me that he has betrayed or neglected the high trust 
committed to his keeping—that he has suffered the 
blood of Florida to flow when he had the power to 
close her wounds; andI will aid you in the inflic- 
tion of any punishment you may dare to name—I 
will aid you in branding him with a stigma that 
Shall resist the effacing fingers of time for 
ever. But, before we proceed to condemn 
or to punish him, Jet us understand distinct- 
ly the offences with which he is charged; and let 
him have a chance to defend himself, at least by 
his friend on this floor. This, however, sir, is no 
part of Whig tactics. They have an instinctive 
horror of every thing like specification; it hasa 
tendency to cramp their genius and unfeather the 
wings of their imagination. Sweeping charges and 
bold and bitter denuciations are much more easily 
made, and much more difficult of detection; and, 
therefore, generally resorted to. But, sir, I feel 
myself prepared to meet gentlemen, even on their 
own ground, and to satisfy all, who do not wish to 
close their eyes against truth, that even these gene- 
ral charges cannot be true, and exist ouly in the 
fertile imagination of those by whom they have 
been made. Have gentlemen condescended to in- 
quire into the duties of the Secretary of War; the 
means that have been placed at his disposal by 
Government, and the manner in which he has em- 
ployed them? Have they examined into the oha- 
racter and number of the enemy we. have been 
contending with? And above all, have they daly 
weighed the character of the climate, and the im- 
practicable nature of the country which has been 
the theatre of this war? If they have, and know 
enough of the science of war, to appreciate and 
apply such information, then they are, in some de- 
gree, qualified to commence the delicate and diffi- 
cult task of military criticism; then they are, in 
some degree at least, prepared to do justice to the 
Secretary of War, and to the unfortunate army 


‘who are throwieg away their lives and reputations 


in that most unfortunate war. And let me tell 


- you, sir, if you proceed to condemn the one or the 


other, without making these essential inquiries, you 
are but acting the par! of common stabbers in the 
dark, and just as likely to kill the brave man asthe 
coward; and let me also tell you that the eyes of the 
American peop'e arc upon you, è just and intellie 


a 
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gent and a liberal people, one with whom success 
is not the only test cf merit, and if there is a 
wretch on earth mre contemptible in their eyes 
than all others, it is he who, not having courage to 
win laurels of his own, shall stretch forth his 
timid trembling hand to pilfer them from a brave 
man’s brow. 

What, then, are the legitimate and appropriate 
duties of the Secretary of War? and in what 
manner has he discharged those duties? His is 
a general superintendence over all that belongs 
to the science and the art of war; to see that the 
best and most appropriate means, whether of 
men or munitions, are furnished for carrying it on. 
Where it consists of many parts, and is waged in 
different regions, he is necessarily compelled to 
give a general outline of the whole, so as to in- 
sure the harmonious action of the different parts; 
‘but when the war is confined to a single, and that 
aiwild and unexplored region, as Florida, all detail is 
necessarily left to the skill and diseretion of the 
commanding general. On the selection of a ge- 
neral for such a service much depends, and for 
that selection the Secretary is properly responsi- 
ble. In which of these important duties has the 
Secretary of War failed? and who, if any, is the 
delinquent Secretary? for there have been several 
Secretaries since the commencement of this disas- 
trous war. 

Itis far from my intention to enter into a minute 
account of the Florida war; this would re juire 
more time and more labor than I am willing to 
bestow upon the subject at this time; My main 
object is to defend the Government from what I 
believe to be a most unjust and wanton attack. 
There may have been neglect, there may have 
been mismanagement, in many of the operations 
of this war: It weuld, indeed, be strange, sir, 
were it otherwise, when we consider the ma- 
terials that have necessarily been employed in’ 
its prosecution. If the commanding generals 
have been properly furnished with men and 
munitions, they, and they alene, are re-spon- 
sible for the proper use of them. In making 
the inquiry which I propose, I shall necessarily be 
compelled to speak of the officers of the army, 
who have been engaged. in- this war; and, in do- 
ing so, may find it necessary, in some degree, 
to compare their merits, or more properly, their 
fitness for this service. If so, it will not be to de- 
tract from them, That justice may be done to all, 
and injustice to none, it is essential to keep in 
view, not only the officers connected with the dif- 
ferent periods of the war, but also the particular 
Administration then in power. 

As General Clinch, who commanded the first, 
and General Scott the second campaign, have made 
accommon cause against the Government, I will 
first state their charge, and then proceed to meet it. 
In justice to these gentlemen, permit me, however, 
to say that the commencement of this war was 
well calculated to operate prejudicially on those 
who had charge of it. It wasnot until various ge- 
nerals and numerous forces had failed to bring it to 
an end, that we began to appreciate the many diffi- 
cultiés to be encountered, and the true causes of 
failure. That there was a general disappointment 
throughout the country, from the President down, 
when campaign after campaign ended without 
closing this war, is certain. e consequence was, 
that a court of inquiry was ordered to investigate 
the causes which prevented General Scott from 
ending the war. Instead of defendirg himcelf by 
assigning the true reasons, General Scott, in tarn, 
attacked the Government. His interrogatory to 
Clineh, a witness on his trial, and the answer of 
‘Clinch, place the subject in a clear and distinct 
point of view; and I will beg leave to read them to 
the committee: 


“ Question by the Court. What were the causes, in your 
opinion, that prevented the subjection of the hestile Seminoles 
in the campaiga conducted by Major General Scott in Florida, 
in 

“Answer. In reply to that question, I am compelled to 
state that I am of the opinion that the failures of and the dis- 
amers attending the operations in Florida, were mainly to be 
attributed to the want of energy and military forecast in the 


‘Jate head of the War Department; and, in failing to order a 


larger force, and a greater quantity of military supplies, &c. in- 
to that country in 1335, and early in the year 1€36. In illustra- 
tion ofthis opinion, and to show, that the late Secretary of War 
‘was not entirely uninformed as to the state of things in Florida, 
pres leave to submit to the court extracts from several igtiere 


` yacter, 


addressed Lait Leahy general of the army by the officer then 
commanding in Florida. When, at last, the late honorable Se- 
Cretary awoke from his dreams of political preferment, and 
turned his attention to bleeding and suffering Florida, it was 
too late, owing to the peculiar nature of the country, to effect 
a great deal before the hot and sickly months set in; hence, in 
a great measure, may be attribnted the failure, as it has been 
termed, of the campaign conducted by Major General Scott in 

orida. 

“[The extracts alluded to in this answer were here read to 
the comt; and accompany these proceedings, document No. 

3 


Now, sir, here is a distinct charge, and of an 
important character. Let us examine into its 
truth. The witness, General Clinch, was the of- 
ficer in command at the time of the alleged delin- 
quency. That he was an intelligent and a meri- 
torious officer, every way worthy of the high trust, 
none will deny. The Government relied upon 
him with implicit confidence as to what was proper 
and necessary to be done, and the force and o'her 
means requisite for the service. Was not this a 
just and proper reliance? Who was half so well 
qualified to give all the necessary information as 
General Clinch, who was immediately on the scene 
ot action, and had special charge of the military 
operations in Florida? Certainly no one. I will 
now proceed to show you that all the requisitions 
of General Clinch were met, and more than met, 
by the War Department, as soon as they were 
made. If I do this, I shall feel satisfied that I 
have succeeded in warding from the Administra- 
tion all pretence of censure, let it fall where it 
may. ‘bat the requisitions of General Clinch 
were so met, will manifestly appear from the Ad- 


jatant General’s report, containing a summary of 
all the tranctions of that period between General 
Clinch and the War Department, from which I 
will read the following extract: 


“In consequence of the state of affairs, as reported by the 
commanding officer of Fort King, on the 27th October, 1834, and 
the officer of the Commissary’s department charged with duties 
connected with the removal of the Indians, and also on the re- 
port of the Indian agent, it was deemed necessary to increase the 
military force stationed in Florida. Accordingly, orders, dated 
November 24, were issued, directing three companies of artil- 
lery to take pE at Fort Brooke, Tampa bay, and the company 
stationed at Fort Marion, St. Augustine, to join the garrison at 
Fort King, then consisting of one company of infantry. The 
game order assigned Brevet Brigadier General Clinch to the 
command of the troops in Florida, an officer of much experi- 
ence, and being well acquainted with the Indian habits end chae 
He was also required to co-operate with the Indian 
agentin all proper measures relative to the contemplated remo- 
val of the Seminole Indians. 

“On a requisition of General Clinch, received in February, 
1835, for six additional companies to strengthen his command, 
four companies of artillery, under Brevet Lieutenant Colonel 
Fanning, of the 4th regiment, were, on the 14th of February, 
1835, ordered from Fort Monroe to Fort King, with aathority, at 
the same time, to draw in the company of infantry at Key West. 
The number of companies in Florida was now increased to ten; 
of which number six were concentrated at Fort King, three at 
Fort Brooke, as before stated, and one stationed at Key West. 

: “On the 12th of October, Lieutenant Harris, of the artillery, 
disbursing agent for the Seminoles, recommended that the force 
in Florida should be increased; but as no additional requisition 
for that purpose had been received from General Clinch, it was 
not considered proper to direct this-measure. On the 15th of 
the month, the two compnnies of artillery stationed at Forts 
Morgan and Pickens, near Mobile and Pensacola, were placed 
under his orders. 

“On the 2ist of October, a letter, dated the Sth, was received 
from General Clinch, in which he suggested the propriety of 
being authorized to call into the service one hundred and fifty 
mounted volunteers, to aid in the removal of the Indians, and to 
suppress any difficulties which might occur. Butas this force 
was required to aid in the removal of the Indians, and to prevent 
difficulties which were anticipated, and not to repress hostili- 
ties which had commenced, or which were then impending, 
General Clinch was informed, in answer, on the 22d October, 
that there was no appropriation authorizing the measure, and 
that the Fresident, under existing circumstances, did not consi- 
der thatthe case came under the constitutional power to call 
into service an additional force for the defence of the country: 
But he was authorized to order two more companies, viz: those 
at Forts Wood and ike, to join him, which, with the two 
companies placed at his disposal on the 5thof October, made 
four companies of regular troops, In lieu ef the mounted men. 
On the 30th of the same month orders were given by the Navy 
Department to Commodore Dallas, to direct one of the vessels 
of the squadron to co-operate with Generai Clinch in his endea- 
vors to effect the removal of the Seminolee. 

ujn a letter received on the 3let of October, General Clinch re- 
quested that three companies of regular troops might be added 
to hiscommand. He was apprised, however, by previous or- 
ders, that four had already been placed at his disposal. 

“In his communication from St. Augustine, dated 29h No- 
vember, received on the 9th of December, General Clinch re- 
ported that, should he find it necessary for the protection of the 
frontier settlements, he would assume the responsibility of 
calling out at least one hundred mounted men, believing that the 
measure would be sanctioned by the President and Secretary of 
War, This approval was communicated to him on the same 
day; and, in addition to it, a letter was addressed to the Govern. 
or of Florida, requesting him to place at the disposal of General 
Clinch any militia force that officer might require. Of this, 
General Clinch was informed. He was also informed that, at 
the request of General Hernandez, orders would be given, 
through the Ordnance Department, to issue five hundred mus- 
keta and the necessary equipments tọ the militia,” 


A few comments on this report will place this 
matter in a light that none can fail to see and un- 
derstand it. It is true that General Clinch required 
six companies in February, 1835, and that five 
only were then placed at his disposal. I will first 
exp'ain the reason why this company was at that 
moment withheld, and then show that a change 
in our relations with the Seminoles rendered it un- 
necessary. It will be recollected that our regular 
army is but a smali one; that we have an immense 
frontier to guard, and much public property requir- 
ing, atall times, to be protected; that we had a 
prospect of animmediate war with the Creek In- 
dians, five times as numerous as the Seminoles; and, 
more than all these, we had strong reason to ap- 
prehend a war with France. Of course, it was both 
prudent and proper to hold what regular force we 
had in the best possible condition and at the most 
suitable points, to meet whatever contingencies 
might arise. These would have been sufficient 
reasons to justify the Government in sending the 
five, instead of the six, companies required by Ge- 
neral Clinch, even had that number been ne- 
cessary. But, sir, I will now proceed to prove to 
you that General Clinch had as many men as he 
wanted, and that he himself thought so. You will 
remark, in the extract from the Adjutant General's 
report, that the company stationed at Key West 
was one of those placed at the disposal of General 
Clinch on the 14th July, 1835, and this company 
was not called for until about nine months after- 
ward; for it was one of the two companies under 
the command of Major Dade in the battle of the 
98th of December, 1835, and then on the march to 
join the command of General Clinch for the first 
lime. Now, sir, if it be true that the Government 
is justly chargeable with neglect in failing to sup- 
ply General Clinch with an adequate force, how 
can that gentleman answer to the country for his 
failure to use even the force he had? But I will 
not, for a moment, leave him in so awkward a 
condition. He did not call for the Key Westcom- 
pany because he had enough without it. A new 
treaty was made with the Indians, settling all pre- 
tence of difficulty and putting an end to all pros- 
pects of a war, on the 3d of April, 1835. It is in 
the following words: : 

“We, the undersigned, chiefs and sub-chiefa of the Reminole 
tribe of Indians, do hereby, for ourselves and for our people, vo- 
Juntarily acknowledge the validity of the treaty between the 
United States and the Seminole nation of Indians, concluded at 
Payne’s landing, on the Ocklawahau river, on the 9th day of 
May, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two; and the treaty 
between the United States and the Seminole nation of Indians, 
made and concluded at Fort Gibson, on the twenty-eighth day 
March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three, by Mont- 
fort Btekes, Henry L. Ellsworth, and John H.. Schermerhorn, 
commissioners on the part of the United States, and the dele- 
gates of the said Seminole nation of Indians, on the part 
of the said nation; and we, the said chiefs and sub-chiefs, 
do, for ourselves and our people, freely and fully assent to 
the above recited articles in all their provisions. Done in 


council at the Seminole agency, this twenty-third day of April, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-five.” 


Now, sir, had the war commenced previ- 
ous to this treaty, and could it be shown that the 
failure to furnish one company that Gen. Clinch 
had required operated prejudicially on that war, I 
will own, to that extent, the Government might 
have been censurable, but for the fact that it was 
thought the toops were more wanted in other 
places. General Clinch and his friends choose to 
forget this treaty, and still recur to his first demand 
for troops, although the necessity for complying 
with that demand had been destroyed by the for- 
mation of the treaty. If war was expected previ- 
ous'y, no war came, and no injury whatever en- 
sued. Let us, then, take a fresh start from the 
date of this treaty, and see why it is that the Go- 
vernment was not prepared to prosecute this war 
when it actually came, which was on the 28th of 
December, 1835. Simply, sir, because the In- 
dians, to all appearance, were preparing to emi- 
grate peaceably, and there was no apprehension of 
| awar. General Call, the then Governor of Flori- 
| da, in a letter to Secretary Cass, says: “This war 
| came with the suddenness of light’ There were 
| but two occurrences from April, the date of the 
| treaty, until the middle of November, to create 
| the slightest apprehension of such an event, In 


June there was a quarrel between some four or 
five whites and about as many Indians, which re- 
sulted in the death of one of the Indians and the 


wounding of three of the whites. The Indian 
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were promptly surrendered by the tribe, and dis- 


missed by the civil authorities. On the llth of 
August, Private Dalton was killed by the Indians, 
in relation to which I make the following extract 
from General Clinch’s letter of the 12th of August: 

“Phe causes of this murder are stated to have been a deter- 
mination, on the part of the Indians, to revenge the death of a 
relation of theirs who was killed in a rencontre between the 


whites and Indians, which I reported to the General in-Chief in 


my letter of the 30th June last. The Indians now say that, 
having accomplished their purposesof revenge by the murder 
ofa white man, they are now satisfied.” 

No intimation is here given that there is the 
least danger of a war up to this time. On the 3d 
of the same month Lieutenant Harris, the disburs- 
ing agent, in a letter to Adjutant General Jones, 
says: “The present prospects for emigrating are 

romisiag.” It will be seen, from an examination 
of the Adjutant General’s report, above referred to, 
that, from the time of the treaty, in April, until the 
commencement of the war, in December, General 
Clinch had more force placed aj his disposal than 
he required, by one company of regulars and five 
huadred Florida militia. How, then, can either 
General Clinch or General Scott say that the Se- 
retary of War was in fault for not having pro- 
vided more efficiently for the wat before its com- 
mencement? Had General Scott been in com- 
mand all the time, instead of General Clinch, 
would he have been better prepared? How would 


he have made preparation? By making requisi- | 
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as will appear from the following extract from the 


same genera! order, placing him in command: 

“I have algo to request that you will give the necessary erders 
for the preservation and accountability of public property. 
There is upon these occasions, too often, so great a waste, par- 
ticularly where a militia force is brought into the field, that 
great circumspection should be used.” 

I have been thus particular in giving the orders 
of General Scott because they were substantially 
continued to all his successors, and because Gen. 
Scott is the hero of the Whig party in this House; 
and, in order to sustain him, it has been deemed 
proper to assail not only the Government and the 


| Sceretary of War, but many others of the best and | 
And yet, | 
_ sir, when the opposition in this House will take the ; 
pains to inquire minutely into the Florida opera- — 


most meritorious officers in the service. 


. tions, I feel confident that nene of them will lose 


tions for men and means, as a matter of course. | 


Why, then, if they were necessary, did not General 
Clinch demand them? I leave these gentlemen to 
settle this delicate matter between them as they 
may find it most convenient, and turn my attention 
to General. Scott, and to an- examination of 
the course pursued by the Government in relation 
to him and bis command in Fiorida. 
Scott was in the city of Washington when ihe re- 
portof Clinch’s and Dade’s battles reached there, 
which was between the 16ih and 20th of February, 
1836. On the first intelligence General Eustace, 
then in Charleston, South Carolina, was ordered 
to join General Clinch with reinforcements; but in- 
formation soon after arrived which induced the belief 


that a junction between the Creeks and Seminoles 


was contemplated, and that it might become neces- 
sary to call into the service such a number of mili- 
tia as would amount to a major general’s command, 
in which event the command would have devolved 
oa him, as General Clinch is only a general by 
brevet. It was, therefore, deemed proper to order 
General Scott:'to assume. the command, net that 
any fault had been found with General Clinch. . On 
the contrary, all that had been done by him at that 
time was much to his credit; and, as 1 have shown, 
it was the intention of the Government to have 
retained him in command after his battle until the 
second report, of which I have before spoken, 
reached Washington. Neither General Clineh, 
nor any other officer in the service, had a right to 
take umbrage at being placed under the command 
of General Scott under such circumstances. > 
To show that General Scott had unlimited con- 
trol asto the proper means for carrying on this 


war, I will read the following extract from the or- | 
der placing him in command of the Florida army, | 


dated on the 21st January, 1836: 


“it is impracticable here to prescribe the amount of force 
which ought to be carried into the fields; that must depend 
upoa the actual circumstances which you may find existing 
w ou reach the sc t- of operations. It is, of course, dest- 
rabie that no unnecessary force should be employed as the ex- 
may thereby be greatly increased; still I would not have 
Resitate for a moment in calling out such a_ number of the mili- 
tia as will erable you, with promptitude and certainty, te put 


an immedia e termination to these difficulties. The horrors of | 


such a warfare aretoo great torun any risk in ite immediate 


termination. The subject ie,therefore, committed entirely to 


your own discretion.” 

If he employed too few or too many troops, that 
fault was his, and not the fault of the Government. 
The following extract from this ordet will also 
show that he was equally unlimited in other means 
hecessary for carrying on the war: 


“Whatever expenditures may be rendered necessary you 
will be pleased to direct, and the proper staff officers under your 
command will be furnished with such funds as may be re- 
Quired te meet them.” che g 

If there was either waste or wantin his army, 
that fault was his own. His attention is particu- 


larly direc'ed to the waste common in such armies 


. only say, in reply to the latter part of the statement, 
. that Major General Scott, with five thousand men 


General : per 
| have shown, had unlimited control of men and 


as his, aud he is exhorted to the strictest economy, 


| notclose it in five years, and General Scott will 
' not thank the gentleman from New York for plac- 


| tion and alarm prevailed throughout the South; for 
|! it was strongly apprehended that the Creeks would 


by a comparison with those of General Scott, - 


either in ability or economy, the want of which is 
charged upon all others. 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. Hunt] 
has said that General Scott was ordered into the 
Florida service that he might be killed out of the 
way of a political rival. I will not degrade the 
country by anawering such a charge, but turn that 
gentleman over to his own constituents. He has 
also said that the service was, in itself, too small a 
matter to give employment to so distingnished a 
general; and that a militia major, with five hundred 
men, ought to close the war ina month. I will 


such as the gentleman from New York, weuld 
ing him in so false a position; for it will be seen 


from the official report that General Scott, who, I 


measures to carry on this war, had actually in the 


field 4,763 men, after leaving a sufficiency to gar- — 
rison his various posts, and this number is, no | 
` doubt, largely over an average of the forces em- | 
: ployed during the war. One word as to the indigni- : 
ty said to be offered to General Scott by placing | 
him on so peity a service. Whenever a general | 
| has become too dignified to serve his country in | 
` @ en war of any kind, particularly when it isthe - 
only'war then going on, it would seem to me that the | 


country had but little farther use for his services; 
and_I feel assured that General Scott will not thank 
the gentleman from New York for placing him 
in this position. I am certain he would never as- 
sume such a one for himself. Having answered 
the gentleman from New York thus far, I will pro- 
ceed with the reasons assigned by General Scott, in 
his defence before the @ourt of inquiry, why he 
failed to end the Seminole war in 1836, so far only 
as those reasons are calculated to operate unjustly 
on the Government and upon his brother officers. 
1 will take oceasion to say, that I have no doubt 
that General Scott did all in his power to end the 
war, and so the court of inquiry expressly found. 
Whether he pursued the best measures to achieve 
that end, isa matter on which there is a great di- 
versity of opinion. 

The second cause is, “the unexpected intrusion 
of General Gaines.” This was not an act of the 
Government, and was, no doubt, induced, on the 
part of General Gaines, by the most patriotic feel- 
ing. His movement was made soon after the de- 
feat of Major Dade, and when much consterna- 


unite with the Seminoles, and that the war would 
become a general one. It is known to this com- 
mittee that General Gaines entered the Indian 
country with about one thousand Louisiana volun- 
teers and regulars; that he found the great body 
of the Indians on the Withlacoochie; had several 


i skirmishes with them; fortified his camp, and sent 


an express on the 28th, and another on the 29:h 
of February, with letters directed to General 
Clinch, or the officer commanding at Fort Drane, 
informing him that his camp was surrounded by 
about 1,500 Indians, and asking a reinforcement 
and provisions, saying, at the same time, that he 
would make no sortie or attack on the Indians un- 
til he received an answer; and expressing an opi- 
nion that a combined operation might close this 
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war. General Clinch forwarded this letter to 
General Scott, then at Picolata, where it reached 
on the Ist day ef March at daylight. I will ex- 
tract a single sentence from his reply to Clinch, 
which will show the spirit in which he re- 
ceived it: 

“Even if you had sufficient stores on hand, and means of 
transportation, I should, under the circumstances, command you 
tosend no subsistence to him, unless to prevent starvation; but 
you have neither. Let him, therefore, in time, extricate him- 
self from the embrrrassment he has placed himeelf in, by 
marching upon Volusia, where, I have no reason to doubt, that 
twenty thousand rations, sent there on the 27th ultimo, have 
safely arrived. Ashe appears to have a retreat open to him, or 
is in no peril to prevent his taking that step, you will, of course, 
make no detachment or move to join him.”? 


Clinch, however, disobeyed the order, and joined 
Gaines on the 6th of March, with about five hun- 
dred men and provisions. He found the Indians 
still there, and in the act of making a treaty, which 
was broken up by his firing on them. Why did 
not General Scott send all the forces he could col- 
lect to the aid of General Gaines? is an inquiry 
often made; and there has been much speculation. 
as to what would have been the result of such a 
co-operation. The reply of Scott, above referred 
to, gives us some reason to fear that the private 
griefs of these gentlemen have been permitted to 
mingle with their public duties. It is a matter of 
much regret that these gallant men, who won their 
laurels and shed their blood on the same battlefield, 
should have been, for the last fifteen years, at a 
continual war, growing out of a question of rank, 
which was finally settled by Mr. Adams, some- 
what in the style which the lion settled the dispute 
among the beasts, not by taking the command of 
the army himself, to which they both aspired, but 
by giving it to General Macomb. It may be true 
that General Gaines, in some degree, interfered 
wiih the plan on which General Scott intended to 
prosecute his campaign; or even that he defeated 
that plan. If so, it was twice defeated; for it cer- 
tainly defeated itself, when General Scott at- 
tempted to carry it into execution. What was 
that famous plan, to which its author adhered with 
such pertinacity? . It was to operate on a base line 
of about one hundred and thirty miles in length, 
terminating at Tampa Bay and Fort Drane, and to 
advance into an unexplored and distant Indian 
country, and, withal, the most difficult in the world, 
in three heavy columns, from those two points and 
Volusia; and relying for success on the mutual co- 
operation of these columns. The, consequence was, 
that after aten days’ march in the swamps and 
hammocks, they all returned to Tampa Bay, with- 
ont ever having seen each other, although it is said 
that some of the columns heard the cannon of 
others::, No doubt the Indians did the same thing, 
and moved eff.accordingly. To dismiss this sub- 
ject, so far as General Gaines is connected with it, 
I will only add the opinion of Clinch, who was a 
witness before the court of inquiry, and who says, 
in speaking of the troops of Gaines: ` 


t T thought, myself, that the addition of those troops strength- 
ened the columc I commanded ye 7, much;, but penere iy 
cond Se orate By her. did. It was rendered 
stronger than was originally the intention of General Scott. T, 
myself, think they were an oe as they were experi, 
enced regulars, and gallant and efficient Votuntoet from he i 
Although many think General Scott would have 
ended the war by a prompt and hearty co-opera» 
tion with General Gaines; and although I regret 
extremely he did not attempt it, yet I feel bound to 
say, that I think it by no means probable; for every 
subsequent attempt to bring these Indians to a ge- 
neral battle, proves that they will fight oniy ‘when 
it suits them, and thatis when it does not-suit as; 
when they choose to retire, they cannot be-ever- 
taken. Mes 

General Scott assigns several other reasons for 
the failure of his campaign, which § will briefly 
notice, as they are calculated to affect the Adminis- 
tration, as well as the military character of General 


Jackson. One is, that his orders were imperative 
“to reduce the enemy to unconditional submis- 
sion.” And this the General. bene to =O 
“to hold no parley, no negotiation; not even 

Y aE render, that kind treatment 


sa he price of sur 
mehi be sa cd,” &c. The above extract from 


General Scott’s defence goes to prove the excited 
stata of his mind at the lime; for no man in his 
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sober senses could ever construe such an order to 
mean thataconquered enemy, or one offering to 
surrender, should not receive kind treatment. That 
he did not so act upon it, is manifect from the fac: 
that almost the only time he ever had a glimpse of 
the Indians, he sent tnem a while fag, invitng a 
parley; and the Indians promised to meet him the 
next morning, but bad dreams, or some other 
cause, prevented them; for in the morniog they 
were all missing. In fact, sir, had I not been told 
otherwise, I should have thonght that the maia ob- 
ject of all the display of his three great columns, 
and their thundering and dramming, was, in part, 
designed to convince the Indians that res stance 
would be folly, and they had better surreader at 
once. Bat General Scott assigns as a reason why 
he kept his army so long in large masses, that 
General Jackson “never detached against Indians,” 
and gives some cramped expression of his, as pro- 
ven by Colonel Lindsay, on which to establish it 
as an iron rule of General Jackson’s, never to de- 
tach in an Indian country, (which is certainly not 
correct,) and then says: ‘the court will please bear 
in mind the official relation that subsisted in Janua- 
Ty, 1836, between Gen. Jackson, Col. Lindsay, and 
myself.” If we are to understand from this that he 
considered himself bound to follow a supposed rule 
of Gen. Jackson’s, because hagwas his official su- 


perior, I will only say that the same relation ex- | 
isted between them atter a ten days’ campaign, , 


when he admits that he began to detach freely. 
This same official relatioa certainly existed on the 


21 of April, only seven days after General Scott : 


commenced his campaign, when he detached Major 
Cooper, the gentleman at my right, with 340 men, 
to locate himself in the heart of the Indian country, 
for what porpose it is hard to say, unless it was to 
prove to the world that a Georgia major, with such 
a force, could hold in check an enemy which had 
compelied General Gaines to fortify and ask for 
help. And this, sir, he did in most gallant style for 
the space of 14 days, when he also was relieved by 


General Clinch, who seems to have been a kind of | 


general helper on all such occasions. The only 
other réason assigned by General Scott why he did 
wot conquer the Indians, on which I shall comment, 
is this, “insufficiency of hard bread and bacon.” 
He admits, however, that he had a ‘ull supply of 
flour and pork. I think my friend from Louisiana 
[Judge Cunn] could tell us of an army, under the 
command of General Winchester, in the last war, 
who, for aspace near twice as long as General 
Seotus whole campagn, had no bread of any kind, 
and not flour enough to thieken their soup; and 
when their soup was made, it had not & greasy 
spot upon it. General Scott’s campaign ended in 
the spring of 1836, without achieving any thing of 
moment. Althongh Iam inclined to think he is 
not well calculated for Iudian fighting, yet I do not 
doubt, in the slightest degree, that he is in every 
way worthy of the high character he possesses as a 
soldier and a commander. I only regret that bis, 
and the course of his friends in relation to other 
officers, certainly his equal in every point of 
view, has compelled me to say much more of Ge- 
neral Scott than I could otherwise permit myself to 
do. There is, however, one important transaction 
in bis eampaign that I would like to hear 
his friends explain; and that is, why he left the 
‘Withlacoochie, where he found part, and where it 
is now certaifi the great bcdy of the Indians then 
were, with his own column of 1,963 men and eight 
days’ rations without having examined one-fourth 
part of the cove in which they have been found on 
so many occasions? It is certain he left Fort Drane 
on the 26th of March, with 18 rations, and arrived 
at Tampa, on his return, on the 10:h of April. 
Generali Call succeeded to the command of the 
Florida army some time in Ja'y, 1836. He is the 
only commander of that army whose previous 
_ services and standing at the time of his appoint- 
_ment did not, in the estimation of the community, 
fully entitle him to the office; and yet, hz had pro- 
bably been in as many battles as any one of them, 
and seen as much service as most of them. He was 
with General Jackson in the Indian war of 1812, 
with him at Pensacola in 1814, at New Orleans in 
1815, and the Seminole campaign of 1918; and he 
had resided nearly 20 years in Florida, and knew 
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more of the Indians and the country than almost any 
man init. But it is said he was also with General 
Clinch in the battle of the Withlacoocbie on the 
31st December, 1835, in command of the Florida 
militia; and, from the general report of that battle, 
it is strongly insinuated that both ke and his Flori- 
dians lost credit, if they had any to lose. That is all 
true. The only question is, whether that report is | 
true. I have never seen the official report of that 
battle made to the commander-in-chief by General 
Clinch, and have purposely avoided saying any 
thing in relation to the battle itself, that I might 
present, in a single view, what I had to say of Ge- 
ral Call. The following extract from the report of 
General Macomb, furnishes the charge made 


against General Call and the Florida troops: 

“On the 29th of December, General Clinch, with six com- 
panies of regular troops, amounting to aout two hundred men, 
procecded from Fort King toward the Withlacoochie, to attack 
the Seminoles, who were in force on the left bank of that river. 
In this expedition he was joined by Governor Call, with between 
four hundied and five hundred volunteers of Florida. 

“On the 31st of December, General Clinch, with the regular 
troops under his command, crossed the Withlacoochie. He 
was here attacked by a large body of Indians, and, after a spi- 
rited engagement, the Indians were finally defe , and fled in- 
to the hammocks. Jn this affair, it will appear that the regular 
troops bore the brunt of the action. Out of the two hundred 
troops who crossed the river with General Clinch, fifty-seven 
were killed or wounded, including tour officers. Of the four. 
or five hundred volunteers who had joined General Clinch with 
a view of aidingin subduing the Indians, only twenty-seven 
men andthree fficerstook part inthe action. Why sv many 
remained out of the action, ia Rotexplained. Had the same zeal 
and bravery beendisplayed by the whole force as was evinced 
by the regular troops, there is little doubt but that the war 
would have been terminated with the battle of the Withla- 

coochie. 


General Call, in a letter to General Macomb, È 


gives the most conclusive reasons why so few of 
the Fiorida troops were engaged. I will read the 
following extract from that letter: 

“Onour arrival, the army was suddenly brought to a halt; 
and we were greatly surprised at finding a deep and rapid river, 
presenting a most formidable impediment to our farther ad- 
vance into the country, instead of a fordable stream over which 
we might pass with scarce any delay, which the information of 
our guideshad led ustoexpect. On the opposite side an Indian 
canoe was discovered, and waa brought across by two men who 
swam over for it. The regulars immediately commenced 
crossing; and. although they only amounted to about two hun- 
dred and sixty, it was nearly noon before they had effected the 

e. In the meantime, the volunteers had been engaged in 
driving over their horses; and a raft of green poles had been 
constructed, on which come of the saddles were carried over; 
but it was so heavy, and sunk so deep in the water, that it was 
of but very little service. So soon asthe regulars were over, 
the volunteers commenced crossing in the canoe, which, under 
the best management, would carry only from five to seven per- 
sons, two of whom were generally found necessary tocarry the 
boat back again; and it required bailing every trip,to prevent it fil- 
ling with water. It is to be remembered that the volunteers hadito 
take theirsaddles and saddlebage with them in the canoe: and 
therefore could not cross with the same rapidity as the regu- 
lars, who marched in with their knapsacks on their backs. 
When the action commenced, not more than thirty or forty of 
the volunteers had crossed the river, of whom a large number 
were officers. Someofthem had swam over; and being una- 
ble to carry their guns with them, were in a defenceless situa- 
tion until supplied from the opposite side. They marched 
boldly into the fight, and behaved with as much intrepidity as 
any men on that field. They formed a line extending from the 
river bank nearly to the left flank of the regulars; and it was 
owing to their position, and the gallantry with which they 
fought, that the regulars were not surrounded and cut off by 
the enemy. During the fight, the volunteers continued to cross 
as fast as possible, and join in the action. Many attempted to 
swim the river, but, in every instance, I believe it wae found 
impessible to crossin that manner without getting their arms 
wet, and their ammunition destroyed. At one timeTordered 
the whole force te mountand charge the river; but it was found 
impracticable, from the cause just mentioned, aad the order 
was countermanded. Some swam nearly over, cariying their 
guns above the water; but, from exhaustion, were compelled to 

rop them.” , 

On the reception of General Calis letter, from 
which the above extract is made, General Macomb 
returned the following letter: 

SIIRAD QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, Aug. 21, 1837. 

“Sır: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 34 instant, on the subject of that part of my annual 
report made to the Secretary of War last year, which gives an 
account of the operations of the army in Florida against the | 
Seminoles, especially in reference to the affair of the Withla- | 
coochie; in which report, you think that injustice has been 
done to the Florida volunteers then under your command. 

“The report to which you allude was based on the official in- 
formation which had been received by me; end had I been fur- 
nished with so detailed a statement of the affair of the 3ist De- 
cember, 1835, with the explanations, as that which you now pre- 
sent in the communication above referred to, it would have af- 
forded me the greatest satisfaction to have reiterated the praise 
you bestow on the Florida volunteers who followed you on that 
occasion to the banks of the Withlacoochie. It was far from : 
any intention on my part to do injustice to the patriotic volun- 
teers who so promptly rallied under your standard on the signal 
of danger; but, as before observed, [had no means ofstating why 
they did not crosa the river at the moment of the attack on the 
regulars, who were in position on its opposite bank. I will cause 
yourcommunication to be put on file in the Adjutant Gene- 
ral’a office, and besides, with this letter, give tt publicity 
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your statement, be made more fully acquainted with the part 
the Florida volunteers took in the battle of the Withlacoochie, 

“With respectful considerations, | 

“I am, sir, your most obedient servant 
“ALEX. MACOMB, 
“Major General, commanding in chief. 

“To his Excellency, R. K. Cann, Governor of Florida.” 

Why is it that General Clinch, in his original 
report, failed to give an explanation so essential to 
the reputation of a brother soldier? And why is 
it that he bas permitted the letter of General Call, 
and the answer of General Macomb, to be spread 
before the world for the last three years, without 
notice? 

It gives me much pleasure, Mr. Chairman, to 
say that the battle of the 31st of December, 1836, 
fought mainly by the command of General Ciinch, 


| was one of much gallantry, and that the command- 


ing general, on that occasion, plucked the only lan- 
rels that have ever been won in Florida, as far as 
the reputation of a soldier depends upon the plau- 
dits of the world. I am only ata loss to know 


| why he has failed todo justice to a man quite as 


brave as himself—yes, sir, as brave as any man. 
Mr. Chairman, the delicate attitude in which the 
conduct of General Call is left by the different re- 
ports made of this battle, induces me to relate an 
anecdote of that gentleman, which, I think, wiil 
convince every one that he never intentionally kept 
out of a battle when duty required him to be in it. 
In the night fight at New Orleans, on the 28th of 
December, 1814, there were some moments of con- 
fusion, and great peril. At one time, it was as- 
certained that some of our friends were firing onthe 
rear of the 44th regiment, to which Call (then a 
lieutenant) belonged; atthe same moment, a re- 
port prevailed that General Coffee, who had gone 
on in advance, was firing on its front. Sir, it was 
one of those moments which leaves a burning 
spot upon the memory for ever—one in which all 
that brave men can do, is to perish without a atrng- 
gie. At this momentous crisis, Lientenant Call 
sprang from the ranks, and advanced in the face of 
a heavy fire, until he saw, by the flash of their own 
guns, the uniform of the British soldiers, which 
enabled the 44th, by forcing the front, to get clear 
of the fire in the rear. Sir, I repeat it, that man 
never shunned a battle. Of all the generals who 
have commanded in Florida, thare is.no one who 
has more just cause of complaint than General 
Call, and yet I know that no wrong was intend 
him. $ 
Some time about the 10th of October, he com- 
menced his march to the Indian country, with about 


' thirteen hundred men, most of them from Ten- 


nessee; and General Jackson then President, be- 
lieved that army could and would conquer all the 
Indians in the country. General Call was in high 
spirits, and thought to close the war in a short time, 
as all others have thought who have been in com- 
mand there, both before and since; but like all 
others, he was disappointed. This same With- 
lacocehie again rolled its dark, deep waters 


|! between him and the foe; and after a skirmish 


across it, he was compelled to return to Fort 
Drane, after going to a point at which he had pre- 
viously arranged for the establishing ofa depot of 
provisions, but which had failed by the sinking of 
a steamboat at the mouth of the Withlacoo- 
chie. The report of this campaign reached Gene- 


| ral Jackson in a most unfavorable form, and he at 


once superseded General Call in the command. 
In the meantime, General Call returned, and 
fought three battles, in all of which he acquit- 
ted himself much to his credit, and to the satis- 
faction of the President. In his different operations 
in Florida, his army killed fifty-six Indians. 

The t eatment received by General! Call shows 
conclusively that General Jackson did not, in the 
slightest degree, permit his feelings to interfere 
with his duty, for there were few men in the world 


| he prized higher than General Cal!; and finally 


justice was done him. 

I will conclude what I have to say of General 
Call by reading an extract of a letter to the War 
Department from General Jesup, by whom he was 
superseded: : 

“as an actof justice to Governor Call, I take occasion to say 
(and I stake my professional reputation on the correctness of 
the remark) that no man could, under the circumstances in 
which be was placed, have done more than he has done. He 
had the summer, it is said in the public prints, to prepare for 
a winter campaign; but he could not establish poste withoug 
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force to defend them; and it is to be observed that he entered 
upon his command ‘under circumstances of embarrassment, 
which did notexist when the camosign of last year commenced. 
He found the country exhausted, aad not only all the positions 
occupied during the campaign abandoned, but the whole coun- 
try, from the Suwannee to the Auianue, except Tampay Bay 
and St. Augustine, occupied by the enemy. His plan of the 
campaign was admirable; but there were circumstances which 
he could net control, that prevented its execution.” À 
General Jesup assumed the command in Florida 
about the 4th of December, 1836. Exceptions 
have been taken by the gentlemen who have pre- 


ceded me as to the manner in which he got into 


this command; this is a matter purely personal to | 
himself and General Scott, in which I do not in- — 


-tend to intermeddle; the only important matter for 


this committee to know is how he acquitted him- 
self when the command was given tohim. If we 
compare his success with that of others, there can 
be bat one opinion on this point. 

He was actively employed from the time he 
took the command, until he was relieved in July, 
1838; and during that time he scoured the whole 
country from the Appalachicola to Cape Sable, 
embracing nearly six degrees of latitude. In his 
various campaigns, he captured and killed about 


twenty-four hundred Indians and negroes, comput- || cure them while in the act of coming in. 


ing those who surrendered voluntarily; in which 
namber were embraced about six hundred war- 


riors. His suecess was at least five times as great | 


as all the other generals’ tcgether, who have 


the nation, will be perceived by the letter of the Se- 
cretary of War, which I will now read to the com- 
mittee: 

“DspaRTMENT of Wak, July 7, 1838. 


“Sra: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 6th instant, containing a summary ac- 


count of your opetationsin Florida, The Department isaware | 


_ of the obstacles to your corr plete success, presented by the face 
ef the country, the nature of theclimate, and the character of 
the enemy, and fully appreciates your untiring efforts to carry 
outallits views, and to remove the Seminoles to their new 


homes in the West. You have accomplished ali that could.be | 


under peculiar and difficult circumstancesin which 
you were placed, from a zealous, active, and energetic officer ; 
and, in withdrawing you from Florida, the Department was ae- 
tuated by no want of confidence in your zea! or ability to carry 
on the war to a successful issue, but from a belief that you might 
now return to the performance of the appropriate duties of your 
Department, without injury to the public service. 
“Very respectfully, your most obedient servan 


. J. R. 
“Major General Tuomas 8. Jesor, 
Washington City.” 


"E 


t, 
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Under such circumstances, it was but reasonable |: 


to hope that, on bis return to his family, he might, 


after all bis toils and dangers, have been permitted i! him while in the act of coming in? Suppose he 


to rest in quiet. He did not ask for fame in this 
war; he expected none. He had, in mere forta- 
nate fields, and in better days of the Republic, won 
reputation enough to satisfy the ambiion of a mo- 
derate man—a reputation that those who are now 
trying to grind him into the ¢arth; are bound to 
acknowledge, even through their gnashing teeth. 

Like General Gaines, be had the misfortune to 
derange one of General Scott's splendid plans of an 
-Indian campaign. True, he succeeded in seizing 
the Indians, and preventicrg a war with the Creck 
Ration, but not on a seientific plan; and that has 
called down the heavy vengeance ef General 
Beott’s friends on this floor. I regret this attack 


particularly, because it is made by a gentleman | 


whose virtues and talents I hold in high esteem. I 
mean the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 


Bippix;) but no consideration of this character | 


ehall prevent me from doing justice to a country- 


man and a friend. I will, however, attempt todo | 


jt with all the decoram which the circamstances of 
the case will permit. 
many things that the gentleman said in his address 
to this committee. There were, however, several 
distinct charges of a highly dishonerable character, 
to which I cali the attention of the committee; aad 
the first is, that, in the capture and detention of the 
celebrated chief Osceola, General Jesup di:graced 
our flag, and violated a law held sacred by the 
whole world, civilized and savage; and he read a 
most chaste and beautiful extract froma letter of 
General Jesup himse!f, to prove how eloquently 
even the perpetrator of so foal a deed could speak 
of the offence itself. I regret that I have not the 
extraet before me; I wonld use it for a very different 
parpose; it would. go far to prove that he who 
‘eonld uuer such a sentiment, in such a way, could 
never be guilty of the infamy of the deed which he 
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depicted; But to the truth of the charge. 
The circumstances of the case, as far as I 
can understand them, seem to be these: Osceola 
was one of the chiefs who had signed the treaty in 
April, 1835, confirming the treaty of Payne’s Land- 
ing, and the treaty at Fort Gibson, being the trea- 
ties by which the Seminoles agreed to exchange 
their lands and emigrate beyund the Mississippi. 
In violation of these treaties, he commenced the 
war in December of that year, by killing Charley 
Awathla, and forcing away Micanopy, the chief of 
the tribe, both of whom were friendly, and dis- 
posed to emigrate. 

In relation to the violation of the flag, I con- 
dense the following statement from the report of 
General Jesup, called for by a resolution of the 
Senate, many of the important facts of which I 
have heard from General Call and o.hers. While 
at Fort King, he was informed that some of the 
Indians wished to come in and hold a treaty with 
him. He informed them distinctly that he had no 
power to treat; that they had agreed to emigrate, 
and must go; that if they wished to come in for 


I regret that I did not hear |; 


figured in this war; and that he acquitted himself ingly, and, among the rest, Osceola; but, before the 


to the entire satisfaction of the Government, if not . 


that purpose, to use a white flag, which would se- 
From 
the Indians by whom thiscommunication was made, 
he then learned that Osceola was hostile to the emi- 
gration. The Indians began to come in accord- 


arrival of Osceola, however, General Jesup re- 
ceived the following information, on which he 
placed implicit reliance, and which was strength- 
ened by the information he had before received, 
‘| that Osceola was unfriendly. I give his own 
ʻi words: 
! “On the 20th, John Cavallo, a sub chief, a hostage who had 
violated his pafole in May of last year, came into St. Augus- 
{| tine with a message from Powell and Coe Hajo, stating that 
hey had encamped near the fort, aad desired to see General 
Tlernandez. Several negroes came in on the same day; from 
them I learned that the Indiana had but a short time previous 
killed a white man; that they did not intend to leave the country; 
| | -that they were desirous of obtaining powder and clothing; and, 


as some of the negroes expressed it, they had ‘come for no 
‘ood;? and that, when they set out for St. Augustine, a party of 

Kíiccasukeys and Tallahassees had started from their camps 

for the Alachua frontier, to steal horses and drive off cattie.” 


If this information was true, will any gentleman 
say that General Jesup was wrong in seizing a 
man who had brought on the war in the first in- 
stance by murder and deception, and in direct vio- 
lation of atreaty signed by himself, merely be- 
' cause he covered his intended treachery by a flag 

allowed to him for the sole purpose of protecting 


had reached the fort unmolested, and for the pur- 
pose of emigrating, what would have been the. re- 
sult? If I am correetiy informed,’ the. Indians 
were all, while in the act of preparing for emigra- 
lion, supplied with rations, and so guarded as to 
prevent their returning to the weeds. So he would 
have been substantially a prisoner the moment he 
reached the fort, if he had not been arrested on the 
way; but, in addition to this, General Jesup justi- 
fied himself on the following grounds. He says: 


“The Indians, by their chiefs, had surrendered to me by ca- 
pitulation at Fort Dade, in March, 1837; and. in addition, Pow- 
ell had, in May of that year, gone in to Lieutenant Colonel 
Harney, at Fort Mellon, and had received subsistence to. take 
his band to Tampa Bay. Coe Hajo had received subsistence 
for his band for the same purpose. The former, in violation 
of his plighted faith, not onty failed to go in himself, but pre- 
vented CveHajo, by force and threats, from fulfilling his en- 
gagement which he was attempting ey to do. He also 
| attempted to kill Yoholo-Hajo, an unarmed herald or messen- 

er, whom, in a period of peace, I had sent to communicate with 

-Hajo and Nocose Yoholo. 

as I had informed the chiefs at Fort King that I would hold 
no communication with the Seminoles unless they should de- 
, termine to emigrate; as I had permitted no Indian to come in 
for any other purpos: but to remain; as they were all prison- 
ers of war, or hostages, who had violated their parole; as many 
of them had violated the truce entered into at Fort King, by 
occupying the country east of the St. John, by allowing preda- 
| tory parties to go to the frontier, and hy killing at least one 
white man; and, as the white flag had been allowed for no other 
pu aca 
without danger of attack from our parties, it became my duty 
to secure them on being satisfied of the fact that they intended to 
return totheir fastnesses. T accordingly required General Her» 
nandez to seize them, and take them to St. Augustine; but, not- 
withstanding their character as prisoners and hostages who had 
violated their parole, and who, according to the laws of war, ag 
recognised by civilized nations, had forfeited their lives, I di- 
rected that they should be treated with : very kindness, and have 

every accommodation consistent with their security.” 


Now, sir, place this transaction on the worst foot- 
ing that the circumstances will properly authorize, 
and what does it amount to? that in his zeal to 

| Serve his country in a matter involving the lives of 


i x ae, 


urpose than to enable them to communicate and come in | 


many, and the peace of the nation, he has been 
possibly mistaken as to what his duty really re- 
quired of him; for can any one believe for a mo- 
ment that such a man as Ge eral Jesup would risk 
his fair fame m a transaction where he could gain 
nothing, had a doubt rested on his mind as to the 
propriety of the act? No, sir, he has done too 
much to elevate the flag of this nation in war, ever 
to tarnish it in peace oc war. Again: the same 
gentleman has, in one of General Jesup’s letters, 
found something in praise of the regular army, and 
not very complimentary to the militia—a thing 
quite common with most of the officers of the ar- 
my who have seen much service, and, after uniting 
these facts, he has come to the strange conclusion 
that General Jesup has been guilty of protracting 
the Fiorida war, for the purpose of rendering a re- 
gular army necessary. I hope, sir, this is not de- 
signed to eke out Mr. Poinsett’s army bill; I am 
certain it was not intended as an addition to that 
of General Harrison, although they are but twin 
brothers. 

If all the other officers of the Florida army had 
succeeded half as well in advancing that war as 
General Jesup did in protracting it, the war would 
long since have ended. 

I thiak the gentleman, however, got somewhat 
ashamed of this charge, as he concluded by saying 
he did not assert that it was true; he only thought 
it might be inferred from the facts. One word more 
as to what General Jesup said in dispraise of the 
militia. If the gentieman from Pennsylvania 
has read all his letters in the volume that he used 
before this committee, he will find this remarkable 
fact, that he (Genera! Jesup) was so much more 
the favorite of these same militia than General 
Scott, that he became the mediator between them 
and that general, after he had so abused them as 
to destroy his usefulness as the commander of the 
Florida army, which was mainly composed of 
militia. 

The same gentleman has found another letter of 
General Jesup’s, in which he spoke of the “huck- 
stering policy of certain members of Congress.” 
That the people will say many worse things of us 
than that, when we get home, I have no donbt. 
But the officers of the army and the people are dif- 
ferent persons, and moreover there is a law of the 
i land, we are told, which makes it a high offence in 
an officer of the army, to speak in terms disrespect- 
ful of Congress. That is true, sir, and that consi- 
deration should have restrained the gentleman 
when he was pouring out the hot vials of his wrath, 
for the third time, on the naked head of one who 
cannot retaliate without a breach of law. 

-I regret extremely that I have been compelled to 
say as much on so unpleasant a subject; bat as the 
speech of the gentleman from Pennsylvani: was 
mainly an attack upon General Jesup, I could not: 
say less. 


Gen. Taylor succeeded Gen. Jesup in the com- 
mand, andas Ï have heard no complaint against 
him, I presume there is none. Fortunately for him- 
self, sir, he is a Whig, and fortunately for the coun- 
try, he is a soldier of the highest order; ‘and if agehas’ 
not tamed him too much, he is an officer well calcu- 
lated for the service in which he has been‘engaged. | 
He is now relieved from the service, an) I under- 
stand that the army under his command has killed 
‘ about one hundred and fifty Indians, during his 
many and arduous campaigns. Such, in part, sir, 
have been the results of the warin Florida, and 
yet it is not ended; and now T ask emphatically 
whose is the faul? Not the Government's, for T 
repeat it, the best means of the country have been 
lavished on it; nor do I believe there has been 
either neglect or cowardice on the part uf the army. 
True, they have won but few victories, which de- 
' serve the name, and still fewer laurels; but does 
this prove that they have not at all times performed 
all their duties promptly and to the best of their 
abiji'y, It is not in the battle alone that the soldier 
is tried. Many a bold heart that has beat more 
proudly at each successive blast of the trampet, 
|| has faltered and failed on the weary matth: Toil 
and sickness, and cold and hunger, waiching with 
the stars and rising and marching with the sam, 
threading brakes, and wading swamps day afier 
day and month after month, where nothing but 
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dishonor is to be expected, better prove a soldier’s 
worth than twenty batiles, for they demand and call 
out his highest virtues, his fortitude and his patrio- 
tism. Still I hear a party in this House again and 
again exclaim, “You have all the means of this 
Government in your hands; and we demand ef you 
why this war is not ended.” Take back three- 
fourths of the means that have been constantly 
employed, and producethe foe, and, my word for 
it, the war will be ended in an hour; but, sir, un- 
less the enemy can be found, how idle is your com- 
mand to conquer him; you had as well bid your 
army smooth down the ruffled mane of the deep, 
or bind the restless wings of the wind, or pluck a 
star from the coronal of night, as conquer a foe that 
they cannot find. Can you doit, gentlemen? But 
that I fear Florida might want protection in the 
mean time, I should like to see this war committed 
to your charge. I should like to see you, and all 
sych as you, wading and toiling through the Flo- 
Tida swamps, just long enough to teach you that 
patriotism and numbers cannot always command 
success, i 
I should like particularly well, sir, to see my lit- 
tle friend from Indiana, who has doggerelized this 
war in such fine style, returning safely from a six 
months? campaign, with his cheek a litle embrown- 
ed with toil, and his head a little better filled with 
discretion and experience, and then hear him give 
his account of a Florida campaign. Not, sir, from 
his chamber window, nor in dishabille at night, but 
in true old soldier style, in a tavern hall, wiih his 
knapsack throwe off and a bottle before him. I 
think he would then be much better qualified to 
give us an account of the “remains of the Florida 
war.” I think he would then tell us that hundreds 
have fallen in open battle; that many more have 
sank under the accumulated weight of sickness and 
fatigue; that many have returned wearing the sallow 
of disease upon their cheeks, and the quickened 
seeds of death within their hearts, and that thou- 
sands yet remain to follow in their footsteps to be 
overtaken by their fate. I think, sir, he would not 
a second time break an idle jest at the expense of 
that ill fated army, between the very ribs of death. 
- I say to all who believe this war can be ended with 
ease, go and learn your folly, and quit swaggering 
about it. Ifyou can end it, and fail to do so, I 
tell you to your beards, you have not one drop of 
patriot blood in your veins. > 
I d, in the next place, sir, to examine the 
Senate bill for the armed occupation of Florida, as 
the ene designed for the permanent defence of the 
country; and the only one, in my opinion, which 
will end this war. But, before I proceed to ex- 
amine its provisions, I will say a word or two as 
to the plan of those who pppose it. Among them 
are mapy. for whose opinions I have the highest 
; and at their head I place General Taylor. 
It is said his plan is to cover the country with 
troops, and thereby. put an end to this war at once. 
This is easily said, but difficult to be done. The 
Indian territory, as I understand it, contains about 
45,000 square miles; and about one third of it is 
composed of almost impervious hammocks,swamps, 
and everglades, and interspersed with many ponds 
and lakes. How, sir, is such a country to be co- 
vered with troops? And how are the Indians to be 
dislodged from it, or conquered in it? Send an 
army with a man to every square mile; let it pass 
over every acre of ground; and still, from the 
eharacter of the country, each acre may contain a 
dozen lurking savages; for I am told there are 
many places into which no human eye can pierce 
ten feet. A large army wil! always announce its 
own advance; and never move or halt, but under 
the keen eye of an Iudian [scout, who, in a few 
hours after nightfall, will convey intelligenee of its 
movements farther than such an army has travelled 
in the preceding day, or can travel in the next. 
Sach an army, acting as such, never wiil find an 
Indian, unless he wishes to be found; and, should 
it chance to stumble on him, it will be only to see 
and lose sight of him. 


the plan, of course, will be to divide this army 
into small bodies. Subdivide it a hundred fold; 
beat and explore a hundred of these brakes and 
hammocks at once; and, still, there are a thousand 


If he is pursued, it will be 
a contest between a blood horse and a terrapin. Bat 
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others, where the Indian may conceal himself 
with equal safety. While you are beating the 
bushes in one, he is in quiet possession of the 
next, or picking up your stragglers in the rear; 
and, when your search is completed, and you 
have abandoned it, he, as a matter of course, 
takes quiet possession. Moreover, sir, such 
an army, thus divided, and in such a country, 
could not be provisioned. The Indians know 
this fact, and they also know that no sensi- 
ble nation will long keep such an army in vain 
pursuit; and their plan will, of conrse, be, what it 
ever has been, to hide and dodge from swamp 
to swamp until our troops, worn down with disease 
and fatigue, and hopeless of success, shall have 
been withdrawn from the field. Then, sir, they 
will return to their old haunts, to commence their 
work of murder and devastation anew. It is use- 
less, however, to predicate opposition to this bill on 
such premises as these. Neither party in this | 
House is prepared to vote foran army of one- ; 
fourth the size of that of which I have spoken, nor 
is General Taylor to be understood as recommend- 
ing such a one. It was both natural and proper, 
while he was in the command of the Florida army, 
that be should want as many troops as he could 
use with any hope of success. But, sir, if those 
Indians have resolved to defend the country to the 
last, as [ am induced to believe they have, and the 


country contains within itself the spontaneous 
means of support that I am informed it does, I 
fee] well convinced in my own mind that the ordi- 
nary course and means of war will be found un- 
availing to end it in any reasonable time. 


How, then, I am asked, is it to be closed, or is it 
never to be ended? Yes, sir, I trust it is, but not in 
aday. Itis to be the work of time, and to be per- 


| formed by the hands of a peculiar race of men: a 


race once common in the West, but one which, 
from the disuse of the rifle,and long habits of 
peace, is now nearly extinct—a race, sir, familiar 
with the unwritten science of Indian warfare, with 
frames capable of enduring its hard:hips and pri- 
vations, and courage to turn it against the savage 
in his own domain. l 


In order to do this, he must become a tenant of 
that domain, and grow familiar with all its minute 
localities. What-is the object of the bill now under 
consideration? It is designed to hold out induce- 
ments to the boldest spirits of the land, to occupy 
that country which is the theatre of the war, and to 
commence this necessary training. At the very 
threshold we are met with the usual objection of 
the times, that it will be a prodigal waste of public 
money. In matters of this kind, sir, I confess that 
I am by no means a rigid economist. I would de- 
fend the country at any price; nay, sir, bankrupt 
posterity for a hundred years to come, to save the 
lives of our citizens; it is the best use of a nation’s 
wealth, and a tax that the people are proud to pay, 
although some of those who represent them may 
slander them by doubting it. 


But, sir, I deny that it will be an extravagant 
plan; my only fear is, that the inducements held 


out to settlers will prove insufficient; if in the end, | 


however, they should turn out to be ample, with 
me it will never be a source of regret; for,in my 
estimation, there is no man half so well entitled to 
a full and fair portion of the public domain, as he 
who has perilled his life in its conquest or defence. 
If one-half of the number contemplated by this bill, | 
can be induced to settle within the limits and on the 
conditions proposed, I shall have no apprehension 
of its complete success, and, if they do not, why 
nothing will be lost. Ithas been urged agninst the 
bill, that the settlers, when there, are required to do 
nothing, and are to be fed for one year in the bar- 
gain. 
greatly improved since I was in the habit of draw- 
ing rations, I fear it will prove a very slight 
temptation to lure men from the haunts of 


_ civilization, and induce them to become resi- 


dents of the wilderness, where they have nothing 
to expect but hardship and danger. None will go 
ut men of courage and enterprise, and the idea 
that such men will remain idle, with arms in their 
hands, and the foe within their reach, is a refec- 


| settler. 


| ing sacha land from the savage marauder. 


Unless the feeding of our army has been | 
| 


ticn upon the character of the country refuted by 
every leaf and line of its history. It must also be 
borne in mind, that the settler is to derive no kind 
of advantage from his settlement until the war is 
ended; and if he is to be acted on by interest alone, 
that alone will prompt him to lend all his energies 
to bring it toa close. But, sir, had they no inte- 
rest at stake, place such a body of men in such a 
situation, with arms in their hands, and let one cry 
of murder reach their ears, and I defy you to keep 
them from the contest. You had as well tell me 
that the passengers in a sinking ship would not 
lend their aid to keep it above the waves, because 
they were not part of the regular crew. 

Gentlemen who have argued this question in the 
other House, and some who have argued in ad- 
vance here, have been brushing up their classic 


+, lore, and the experience of distant conntries and 


past ages has been invoked to our aid. We have 
been pointed to the wars of the Pontine marshes, 
of the Scythians, and the Maroons, as affording 
lights and guides. This, sir, is a severe satire on 
the age and the country in-which we live. There 
is, unfertunately, a proneness but too prevalent 
among us to slight and underrate whatever is pro- 
perly and peculiarly American, and to give a 
fictitious value to every thing that may be had 
for picking up beyond the seas, and not 
worth even that trouble. We have had a cen- 
tury of Indian wars of our own, and, to me, there 
is nothing half so much like an Indian war as 
a war with Indians. To close up such a volume 
of experience, and to grope our way into the 
dark ages, and search among the missile wars of 
other countries for examples to conduct a rifle-war 
with the American Indians of this day, is to turn 
our backs upon the full blaze of the tropic sun, 
and crawl into Symmes’s. polar world in search of 
light. l 


But, sir, it is urged that this a most peculiar war; 
that all former wars have had an end, but this bids 
fair to be eternal, It is certainly true that all our 
former wars have had an end, but it is equally true . 
that many of them were even longer than this, and 
none ever carried on in such a country; and 
it is also true that they were all waged at a 
most prodigai waste of blood, and ended mainly. by 
the. very means proposed in this bill—by sending 
the rifle and the plough together. True, sir, many 
a strong hand that held that plough fell nerveless 
from its task, and the fresh furrow was often filled. 
with the warm blood of him who made it; but still 
the work went on; more rifles came to guard, and 
more fortunate hands to hold it. How was Ken- 
tacky settled? How was the savage conquered in 
the entire West? By the very means proposed in 
this bill—by holding out inducements to the actual 
True, sir, Virginia gave no lands to the first 
setilers in Kentucky, but she sold them so low as to 
make it tantamount to a gift; and the rich lands of 
Kentucky were of themselves inducement enough 
to enlist the enterprise of the older States in resou- 
But 
let us inquire fora moment into the particular 
manner in which this country was settled. Ken- 
tucky was first approached by the route of the Cum- 
berland gap, and the first settlements made at 
Boonesborough and Howardsburg. Block-houses 
and slight stockades were immediately erected, suf- 
ficient to afford temporary cover and protection to 
the differeni families of the emigrants; as new set- 
tlers came, they were increased in size and number, 
and so located as to afford mutual assistance and pro- 
tection and they soon extended, in a circular line, 
from Maysville to Louisville, leaving the Ohio be- 
tween these two points, and all the country north 
of thisline an entire wilderness, and the theatre 
of a bloody strife. 

Beyond this cordon of stations an Indian was 
rarely known to venture, and still more rarely 
suffered to return. This chain was daily drawn 
closer, and the theatre of war lessened, as new 
block-houses were advanced into the contested 
field. The Indians, in the end, were fairly crowd- 
ed out, and the whole country oceupied. Upon 
establishing one of those posts, the first thing to be 
done was te clear and plant the ground in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the station, and to extend those 
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clearings as fast as pradence would permit. In 
| the mean tme, the silent scout commenced his re- 
 sonnoissance, and the adjacent country was er- 
iored. The young and active followed in his 
cotsteps, venturing daily, deeper, and deeper in 
the woods. As their knowledge of the country 
and their skill with the rifle increased, confidence 
in themselves and the spiritof enterprise grew upon 
| them; and, and, nc longer content with the security 
of-the block-house, they learned to mark his foot 
` prints, and trace the Indian to his secret lair. 
Fhe savage soon began to feel that he had an 


equal in the white, and found him a superior in 


' theend. The war that ensued was mainly one of 


} 


small parties, often a combat of single individuals, 
and of course calling out all the courage, skill, 
and prewess, of the combatants, and giving to after 
times many a wild and bloody legend, where, 
though truth may be often lost in fictton, fiction 
will as often fall short of truth. 

Occasiomally these stations were surrounded by 
large parties of Indians, and the settlers cut off from 
the woods, their chief means of subsistence. Re- 
lief, or speedy famme, was then the inevitable 
fate of all within. And how was that relief to 
come? One only way, sir. That deadly living 
circle must be passed! That wily foe must be out- 
wiled. And often, in the middle of the night, with 
no eye upon him but the eye of God, and perhaps 
the keen eye of the foe, the hunter dressed him in 
his Indian garb, and stole forth silent as the spirit 
ofthe hour, Sometimes he failed; and his story 
lives in the traditions of the times. Often, the very 
boldness of the attempt insured its success, and day- 
light found him threading the vast and gloomy 
woods alone. Would, sir, I could draw you a pic- 
tare of this man; for in doing so, I would but give 
you a portraitof my own countrymen, at the pe- 
riod of which I am speaking. I would paint him 
ont to you in the gray mist of the dawn, when he 
bas paused to make his first reconnoissance, wjth 
his trasty rifle in his hand, and standing by a tree 
not larger than himself, still doubtful of his fate, 
and yet prepared to meet whatever may betide. 
Every nerve and every musele braced, all his 
senses roused, and waiting on his judgment and his 
will; his keen and practised eye roving quickly, not 
harriedly, around, and often resting on the route 
he had come, to see if any dared follow on his 
track, and saying, in language stronger that words, 
it was a dangerous way for any single man to 
tread. Such men as these are not to be found in 
every land, and no where but. with much and 
severe discipline. From such the Indian soon 
turned away, but was not permitted to depart alone; 
his footprint in the dew was the signal for pur- 
suit, and he who had been hunting others, had 
tow in tarn to run for life. Do not imagine 
they intended to catch him. ‘There was then no 
teward for catching Indian warriors with loaded 
rifles in their hands. The world had not yet become 
so Christianized as to think it wrong to kill in battle 
or pursuit, one whose hands were reeking with 
Christian blood of every age and sex. Nor was 
it thought either humane or politic to throw away 
the lives of our bold backwood soldiery, in vain at- 
tempts to capture an Indian warrior, whose educa- 
tion and religion united in teaching him to die with 
his weapons in his hands, and not with fetters on 
his arms—one who, even when wounded, and all 
hopes of eseapeat an end, would send his last bul- 
let to the heart of any who would offer him life 
‘on condition of surrender; and die in-the proud be- 
lefthat such an act would place him at the head 
of his warrior tribe in another world, where he 
might commence his trace of death anew. In 
those days of primitive simplicity, it was thought 
no disgrace to killan Indian enemy; it was even 
thought an act of merit. Had a dog, sir, even a. 
bloodhound, killed an Indian in those simple 
days, I do not think he would have been bung for 
it Tameertain he would not while Scott and 
Shelby held the pardoning power. Indian fighters 
‘then ranked among the patriots of the land, for 
that land had none but patriots in it. Those days 
must come back again, sir, or the Indians will 
thrash you with their ramrods. Your soldiers 
never will fight your battles with spirit or success 
while you treat them as murderers, and, pay them 
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but half the hire of slaves. A soldier is never re- 
warded for his perils and privations but by the full 
measure of his country’s gratitude. I am most 
forcibly reminded, sir, how these same gallant men, 
of whom I have been speaking, have been re- 
warded by their country. They were mainly in- 
strumental in conquering that large and rich na- 
tional domain of which we hear so much in this 
ball, as a thousand nameless graves scattered 
through Indiana, Ohio, and Illinois, and the battle 
fields of Wayne, and Harmer, and St. Clair, at- 
test. The survivors asked to be placed on the 
same footing of the Revolutionary soldiers,aad they 
were told on this floor, that these early wars in the 
West were mere private affairs. In one sense 
they were, for we had bat little help to fight them. 
They were, however, justsuch wars as that now 
going on in Florida; just such as we are likely to 
have about the pine logs in Maine, and just such as 
was our late war with Great Britain. That was a 
war for “ free trade and sailor’s rights.” Kentucky 
had no ships upon the sea, no sailors chained in 
dungeons on the deep; but that every sail struck by 
the hand of violence was a national disgrace, and 
every sailor’s plaint thrilled through the whole 
American heart, she might have folded her arms 
in safety, and let the tide roll on; it would not have 
stained her borders; hers was no longer a scathed 
and a red frontier. What was her course? Her 
sons were found wherever your eagle dared fly. 
They were not restrained by lines of States or the 
nation, while thousands, for whose violated rights 
that war was waged, were tamely looking on, or 
plotting treason with the foe. Bat I feel that I am 
wandering from the subject under consideration, 
and that I have already occupied this committee too 
long. 

A very few words as to the Senate bill which 
has been reported to this House for raising three 
battalions for the immediate protection of Florida. 
This bill does not propose to increase the regular 
army, which is now deficient near or quite four 
thousand in number; it is designed to make up this 
deficiency by recruiting men especially for the Flo- 
rida service, and, in consequence of the unusual 
severity of that service, it is proposed to give the 
recruits a bounty in lands. I see no possible ob- 
jection to the bill, and deem some such bill indis- 
pensable; for, as much as I think of the armed oc- 
cupation bill, I know it will not answer alone. 
Florida demands, and must have, certain and im- 
mediate relief. 


I feel, Mr. Chairman, that I may have omitted 
much that would contribute to sustain the different 
positions I have assumed; and I also feel that I 
may have said some things thatI perhaps had as 
well have left unsaid. If I have said any thing 
that is ea'culated to wound any one on this floor, I 
shall regret it extremely. For, although I cannot 
but look upon the Opposition as pursuing the most 
ruinous and reckless course that ever marred a na- 
tion’s hopes, yet, I have not found it necessary to 
impute to any member on this floor impure or im- 
proper motives; I am willing to attribute much of 
that which I cannot but condemn, to the excitement 
and phrensy of the times; and from that excite- 
ment I plead no exemption. 1 would, however, 
sir, most unwillingly add to the bitterness of such 
a contest; one over which every patriot of every 
party must mourn; and one which, I trust, is even 
now fast hurrying to its climax. In this I may be 
deceived. I know thatl am a sanguine man, and 
much disposed to look on the sunniest sive ofeven 
the darkest things; yet, amid all the wild and threa- 
tening elements which I see thickening around me, 
I looi# with undiminished confidence to the futare— 
a confidence based on the wisdem, the patriotism, 
and the firmness of the people. Politieans may 
warp and passion and prejudice mislead them for 
a time, but, having no reason todo wrong, they 
will, in the end, do right. 

Mr. Chairman, I cannot permit myself to sit 
down without returning my gratefal and heartfelt 
thanks to this committeeg@and to every member of 
it, for their couriesy and attention—a courtesy and 
attention dear at all times and to ail, but pecnli- 
arly so to one who is making a first speech in 
Congress, E i l 
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SPEECH OF MR. GALBRAITH, 


OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

In the House of Representgtives, June 12, 1840—In 
Committee of the Whd@e on the State of the 
Union, on the bill from {he Senate. entitled, “A 
bill to provide for the cQllection, safekeeping, 
transfer, and disbursemen\ of the public reve- 
nue.” 3 


Mr. GALBRAITH addressed the committee in 
substance as follows: . 

Mr. Cuainman: Although desirous, as I confess, 
of giving my reasons at length for the vote I intend 
to give in favor of the bill under consideration, and 
consequently against the motion pending to strike 
out its enacting clause; yet, admonished by the ad- 
vanced period in the session to which we have ar- 
rived, and the amount ef important public business 
yet to be considered and passed upon, I shail 
abridge the remarks I had intended presenting, as 
much as the importance of the questions involved 
will justify. This bill is regarded on all sides as 
involving great national principles, and affecting, to 
some extent, the “interests and the financial affairs 
of this vast country; and is therefore entitled to 
full discussion and consideration. It has been at- 
tacked with great ability and ardor by its opposers; 
and I feel called upon and willing to share a portion 
of the responsibility, however humble fof sustaining 
it before the country. 

For the purpose of condensing and simplifying, 
as much as possible, the views I have taken of the 
subject, crude and imperfect as they may be, I shall 
consider it under the following heads of inquiry, 
viz: 

lst. The origin of the measure, and what cir- 
cumstances gave rise to its recommendation by the 
Executive, in his message to Congress, in Septem- 
ber, 1837, at its special session, and continued in 
his annuai messages since. 

Qd. What the billis, and what are its provi- 
sions. ‘ 

3d. What it is not. 

Ath. The objections raised and urged against it, 
including any substitute, or other pian proposed of 
securing the objects contemplated by it. 

5th. The means employed to defeat its adoption. 

I propose, sir, in pursuance of this division, to 
consider in the first place, the origin of the measure, 
and the circumstances under which it was sug- 
gested by the President to Congress. 

I bad not supposed it necessary, in considering 
this branch of the subject, to travel farther back 
than the period at which the measure was first rq: 
commended. by the Executive, and the state of our 
national affairs at that time, with the existing cir- 
cumstances. A gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Maavin] opposed to the bill, had sought to trace in. 
the late administration of President Jackscn, in 
what he chose to call the war upon the United 
States Bank, the creation of new banks, and urg- 
ing and advising them to extend their issues, and 
increasing the. debts of the country, the causes 
which led to the necessity for a-change ir relation 
to the depositories of the public money, , Lshall. 
reserve a reply to the charge thus made against 
that administration, until 1 come to consider ano- 
ther branch of the subject in the order proposed; 
and pass on for the present, according to the course 
marked out, as before indicated. 


By the act of Congress of the 23d June, 1836, 
the Secretary of the Treasury was directed to select 
and employ as the depositories of the money 
of the United States, the State, District, and Tetri- 
torial banks, under the regulations prescribed by 
law. Tae surplus, over five millions in the Trea- 
sury on the Ist of January, 1837, was directed 
by the same law to be deposi'ed with the States; 
one fourth on the lst Janury, 1837, and 
one fourth quarter yearly afterwards. In 
pursuance of this latter provision, the portions 
of the surplus revenae directed to be deposited with 
the States on the Ist ef January, April, and Jaly, 
amonnting to upwards of $28,000,000, had been so 
deposited. By the 5th section of that act, it is pro- 
vided “that no bank shall be selected or continued 
asa place of deposite ef the public money, which 
shall not redeem its notes and bills on demand in 
specie,” &c, In May, 1837, the State, District, 
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and Territorial Banks, generally, and almost si- 


multaneously, suspended specie payments; afier 
which, the S:ate banks could not be selected or 
continued as depositories, but in positive violation 
of the act of Congress. The United States Bank 
had expired as a national institution on the 4th of 
March, 1836, by the limitation of the act of Con- 
gress of the 10th of April, 1816, by which it was 
anthorized and chartered. Under these circum- 
stances, the President of the United States felt it 
his duty to convene Congress in a special session 
in September, 1837, to whom he communicated, as 
the Constitution required, a full statement of the 
facts connected with the depositories of the public 
money, and recommended to the consideration of 
Congress, the plan of disconnection of the revenues 
of the Government entirely from the affairs or 
dealings of banks of issue, and the safekeeping of 
them by the agents and officers of the Government 
secured upon individual responsibility—the mea- 
sure proposed in detail in the bill now under con- 
sideration. [It issomewhat surprising that such a 
proposition, under such circumstances, should have 
been made the foundation for violent and bitter 
denunciation and party warfare, without the propo- 
sition of any other mode by which the incon- 
venience and embarrassment resulting to the coun- 
try and the Government from such a disaster as 
had occurred, could be better avoided. Patriotism 
and a pure desire for the public welfare and the 
happiness and prosperity of the country, it was fair 
to expect, would have prompted an anxiety to sug- 
gest some mode of relieving from the existing em- 
barrassments, either by way of amendment of that 
recommended by the President, pointing cut its de- 
fects, or a substitute which should effect the pur- 

and objects of the Government better; but in- 
stead of this, instead of meeting in the spirit of can- 
dor, the suggestion submitted, it was made the sub- 
ject of party clamor ard sweeping denunciation in 
the partisan papers, and by political orators, from 
` one end of the country to the other, net stopping 
even at the grossest misrepresentation of the 
character and effects of the measure, and without 
even exhibiting or publishing to their readers or 
hearers that were its provisions. It was denounced 
in 'no measured terms as the “odious Sub-Treasu.y 
scheme,” by every village politician of the Opposi- 


tion, without stating, and often without even know- | 


ing himeelf, what it was. I have no recollection of 
ever having seen a newspaper ef the Opposition, 
sufficiently candid to publish the bill itself. What 
was your Executive to do ander the circumstance? 
What could he do? The United States Bank had 
expired by its own limitation by law, and the -peo- 
ple by their representatives elected in reference to 
that very subject, had solemnly deelared that it 
“ought not to be rechartered,” the justice and poli- 
cy ot which sentence, I shall consider hereafter. 
The State banks had, by their own voluntary act 
of suspension of specie payments, rendered it il- 
legal, and in direct violation of the act of Con- 
gress, which authorized their selection, to continue 
them as the depositories. The deposite with the 
States, although in form a deposite, was regarded, 
by a large portion ofthe people, and intended by 
most of those who had advceated its policy, as a 
distribution, a gift, that would never be recalled; 
and te entrust the mere custody of money wanted 
for national purposes, with them, under such views, 
would be absurd and disastrous, I repeat the ques 
tion then, what was your Executive todo? He 
recommended the policy of prescribing by law the 
selection and appointment of agents and officers, 
subject to such sureties, resir‘ctions, and penalties 
as Congress might consider necessary for the secu- 
rity of the deposiie, and faithfal performance of the 
trust. In accordance with the principles of this 
recommendation, the b:ll has been prepared with 
its details—is now before us as the Representa- 
tives of the people, for our delibera'ion, not as par- 
tisans, but as statesmen; and this brings me to cor- 
sider, 
Secondly. 
provisions? 
Ft is entitle “a bill to provide for the collection, 
safekeeping, transfer and disbursement of the pub- 
lig revenue,” and its provisions throughout fully 
peet and oorrespong with its title, The fopr 


What is the bill, and what are its 


| first sections establish the Treasury and give it lo- 
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cality; to wit: the Treasury Building at Wash- 
ington, the Mintat Philadelphia, the Branch Mint 
at New Orleans, the Custom-House at New 
York and Boston, and offices or buiidings to be 
provided at Charleston, in South Carolina, and at 
St. Louis, Missouri, and constitutes the Treasurer 
of the United States, the Treasurer of the Mint and 
Branch Mint, depositaries; and the fifth section 
provides for the appointment of four receivers, ge- , 


neral at the other four places designated. The | 


sixth section requires all collectors and receivers of ` 
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public money to keep it safely without loaning or .. 
using in any way. The seventh and eighth sec- | 
tions provide for bonds and additional security. «- 


The ninth, tenth and eleventh prescribe the mode 
of transfer and other matters of detail. The twelfth 
and thirteenth sections provide for examination and 


inspection of the books to be kept by the collectors | 
The fourteenth, fifteenth and six- | 
teenth sections are matters of detail, providing for © 


and receivers. 


withdrawing balances, and requiring marshals and 
a'torneys to pay over money in their hands, &c. | 


The seventeenth section requires each receiver and | i 
i 


collector to keep an acccunt of the kind of money | 
received, to be subject to the examinations and in- | 
spections prescribed in the twelfth and thirteenth, | 


and thus affording, by the combination of the two ii 
| 


provisions,a valuable check upon the collectors, | 
receivers and depositories, and makes the loan or 

use in any way of the public money prohibited in 

the sixth section a felony, to be punished by im- ` 
prisonment not less than twe nor more than five 
years; thus furnishing a security in addition to the 
individual bonds and sureties provided for in the 
seventh and eighth secti.ns, of the strongest possi- 
ble character. The nineteenth section, commonly 
called the specie clause, requires one fourth of the | 
revenue to be collected and paid in specie after the 
last of June, 1840; one half after the last of Jane, 
1841; three-fourths after the last of June, 1842; 
and the whole after the last of June, 1843; thus gra- 
dually requiring the whole revenue to be collected 


in the legal currency as established by the Consti- | 


tution, The twentieth section requires all dis- 
bursing officers to pay out to the creditors of the 
United States, embracing soldiers, sailors, pension- 
ers and workmen, &c. the same as received, and in 


- practice—in accordance 
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the incidental salutary effect upon the circulating 
medium, which itis calculated gradually to pro- 
duce. The measure is clearly and undoubtedly con. 
stitational—it is simple and unentangled with mul. 
tiplied forms and complicated machinery: places the 
safekeeping of the public money on the same basis 
as its collection and disbursement, and indeed every 
other operation and transaction of the Government, 
upon the principle of individual responsibility, in 
the same manner as in our State and county trea- 
uries; and indeed that of every municipality known 
to our institutions, excepting the single instance of 
the United States Treasury under the act of 10th 
April, 1816, and that of the 23d June, 1836, and 
agreeably to the first legislation of Congress un 
der the Constitution, and its early adopted 
with the law and 
practice of almost every other country in 
Europe and in the world. The first act of Con- 
gress on the subject of the collection of duties, &e, 
under the Constitution, was that of the 31st July, 
1789, and in its 30th section required that they should 
be “received in gold and silver coin only,” &c. 
and indicated no other depositories than individuals, 
The act of 25th February, 1791, incorporating the 
first United States Bank, made its bills or notes 
payable on demand in gold and silver coin, receiva- 
ble in all payments to the United States, but did 
not constitute it a depository. It was only by the 
practice of the Treasury Department that it was 
made so, at the discretion of the head of that De- 
partment. No other than individual depositories 


: were created by law until the incorporation of the 


late United States Bank by the act of 10th April, 


‘| 1816, by the sixteenth section of which, the depo- 


; Sites were to be made in that bank, subject, how- 


case of violation of that or the preceding section, 
to be reported to the President and removed, and 
also to Congress; imposing another powerful guard 


to the faithful discharge of daty. The twenty- $ 
first and twenty-second sections are matters of de- || 


as received, 
the collection and disbursement 
ferent branches of revenue. 
section provides for regulations so as to require 
immediate presentation of drafis, to avoil their cir- 


of 


culation as money. The four succeeding sections | 
are matters of detail in relation to salaries, ex- |; 
penses, &c. and the twenty-eighth and last section 

1 


repeals former acts, and parts of acts, conflicting 
with the provisions of this bill. This, sir, is a faith- 
ful summary of the bill before us; and I have been 
thns minute in detailing its provisions, because I 
well know the unceasing efforts that have been 
made to conceal and misrepresent them. The only 
material change proposed in our financial system 
by this bill, is in relation to the safekeeping of the 


public money, those provisions relating to the col- ` 
lection, transfer and disbursement, proposing no | 


more than a recognition by law of the practice 
which has uniformly obtained since the organiza- 
tion of the Government, adapted to the change in 
the custody of the revenues. It has been put forth . 
by the opponents of the measure, that its friends 
claimed for it the merit of an immediate relief bill— 
that it would immediately produce an increase of 
money and releve the alleged distress throughout 
the country. This is put forth, no doubt, for the 
purpose of claiming credit for prophesy of disap- 
pointment, when it shali be found that even afier : 
its passage, every broken speculator is not restored | 
to luxury and his squanggred fortune, and every | 
imprudent debtor is not at once released from his | 
indebtedness. No such merit is claimed for it by its 
friends. They claim nothing more for it ihan what 
appears upon its face and indicated by itẹ title, and | 


tail, securing the disbursement of the same funds I 
and preserving uniformity in | 

| 

| 


the dif- į 
The twenty-third 


; ever, to a different direction by the Secretary of 


the Treasury. Why should a different deseription 
or character of agents be employed for the safe- 
keeping of the public money, than for its collec- 
tion or any other branch of the public service? I 
apprehend no good reason can be assigned. By 
the provision of the nineteenth section of the bill, a 
gradual demand for specie will be created, by 
which the currency will be improved and purified 
by moderate and regular gradations, and extrava- 
gant and irregular emissions of bank paper checked 
and corrected, and excessive importations of fo- 
reign fabrics to some extent restrained, and our 
owa manufactures encouraged and promoted. So 
far as it shall operate upon the currency, its opera- 
tion will be a wholesome one, purifying and ren- 
dering it better, instead of inflating and depreciat- 
ing its value. These ere some of ihe incidental 
benefits which I believe will result from the adop- 
tion of this measure. 

The principle of individual responsibility intro- 
duced in the several provisions of this bill, I re- 


| gard as of the utmost importance in securing the 


faithfal discharge of the duties imposed by it. In- 
dividual obligation is imposed in all its combined 
forms and checks; bonds binding the persons and 
property of the agents and their sureties, examina- 
tions and inspections of the books and entries re- 


: quired te be kept by the officers, and penalties in 


tke criminal courts for violations of any of its rigid 
provisions. Thus person, property, character, 
honor, and every thing held dear in this world, are 
pledged for the security of the public revenue. 
I proceed to consider thirdly what the bill is not. 
Ist. It is not a bank—a Government. Bank, as 
has been contended here. What is a bank, as now 


| understood in this country, and what are its func- 
| tions? In order to constitute a bank as understood 
` here since their first existence in this country, there 


must be the exercise of four distinet functions. 
Ist. Offices of deposite—2d. of discount—3d. of 
luan—and, 4th. of manufacturing and issuing pa- 


: per money. The last, the power of manufacturing 


` and circulating paper money, is the all important 


i 


| 


and essential function, thizh witb us has given to 
banks ail their power for good or evil; and enabled 
them to eater into all the business of society—te 
raise and depress the price of all the property, pro- 
ductions, and labor throughout the country at brief 
intervals, and extend to every contract between 
debtor and creditor from one end of the country to 
the oiher, Where is this function to be found ia 
the bill npon your table? Jt isno where, It iasaid 
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to exist in the power of drawing drafis by the Trea- 

surer upon the depositories ia favor of the creditors 

of the United States. If so, we have always, in 

the practice of the Treasury Department, had a 

Government bank in full operation, without hav- 

ing ever wade the discovery until the discussi:n of 
this bill; because, as before observed, those provi- 
sions are merely a recognition of what has always 
been the practice ander all Administrations since 
the first organiza'ion of this Government, and that 
effectually restrained by the twenty-third section of 
the bill, which is intended to prevent the circulation 
of the Treasury drafts as representatives of money. 
I am aware that institations called banks, such as 
that of Venice, Amsterdam, and Hamburg, pos- 
sessed not the power of manufacturing paper mo- 
money, aad were merely offices of deposite, loan, 
avd discount; but where is to be found in this bill 
either the functiens of loan or discount, necessary 
to constitute even sucha bank? The powers of 
Joan and discount exist no where in the bill, except 
through the medium of distorted imagination. Ac- 
cording to one gentleman, [Mr. Barnann,] these 
drafts may be of a denomination as low as one 
dollar, when they might enter into the circulation 
and form a popular currency; and if of a large 
denomination, they might and: would form a part 
of the mercantile currency. If this were true, 
it would sweep away at one brush all the clamor 
which has been raised about “one currency 
for the Government and another for the people,” 


upon which I shall submit a remark or two before | 
I conclude; but as before remarked, this bill origi- | 
nates no Treasury drafits—it only proposes to legise | 
late upon what has always been the practice of th- | 
Deparment, without which it could not have per- ` 
formed its necessary functions; and no bank powers | 
or bank facilities have been found in that practice | 
But, with an im- | 
plied concession, that the bill now under conside- | 


heretofore, nor can they now. 


tauon does not confer any bank power, it is con- 


tended that it isa substratum upon which future | 
Congresses may erect a bank—a stock upon which | 
may hereafter be engrafted the scion of another | 


moaster, This objection comes from a strange 


quarter—from those who are utceasing in their | 
praises of banks and eulogists of what they call the , 
“credit system,” and I should rather suspect the | 
tea] objection is, that it would effectually defeat 


any project of a National or Government Bank, by 
defeating all appearance of a necessity for such an 
institation. Itis a sufficient answer, however, to 
the objection, that it does not now exist; and it is 
not for us to suppose that those who are to succeed 
us will be less scrotinizing and watchful against in- 
sidious encroachments of power than ourselves. 
2d. I would remark in the next place, this mea- 
sure is not the Treasury note bill; but totally dis- 
tinct and separate from it. Efforts I know have 


been made, to consider it as the same, and many | 
have been induced to believe that Treasury notes . 
are the notes of the Independent Treasury. The | 
issne of Treasury notes is a mere temporary ex- | 
pedient, rendered necessary under any mode of de- | 
ite, by the deficiency of present -funds in the | 
feasary to meet its demands, restrained and limit- | 
ed of course to a single operatien; and I hope the ' 
occasion will never again occur; whereas the mea- 
sure now under consideration is designed and in- | 
tended as a permanent system to be engrafted as | 
one of the settled institutions of the Government, | 
and to endure throughout all time to come, as long - 


as the Constitution itself shall stand. 
I propose now to consider in order, 


4th. The objections raised and urged against this _ 
measure, including any substitute or other plan | 
of securing the objectscontemplated by it. ; 
l would first inquire what substitute or better . 


proposed 


plan has been proposed by those opposed to this ‘ 
measure? It is somewhat remarkabie, that not- 
withstanding the deep, bitter, unceasing denuncia- | 


tions against it, no distinct proposition has been 


submitted either to the people or to their representa- 
tives, by those who have so denounced it; at least, | 


I have not been able, with much anxious search, 
to discover any such. Much, it is true, has been 
said of the excellences of the United States Bank, 
and oceasionally a referrence to the State banks in 
sympathetic strains of eloquence and praise i 


opposed will stand by and defend. 


comparison with the “odious Sub-Treasury;” but 
sull, no distinct avowal of either, or any thing else, 


as the proposed substitute for it, which the party 
I have care- 
tully looked over the report of the minority of the 
C mmitiee of Ways and Means, signed by two of 
the most experienced and talented gentlemen of the 
Opposition in this House, or perhaps this eountry, 
(Messrs. Serceant and Popgr,) then, and now 
members, presented in March, 1838, to be found in 
the 3ivol. Reports of Com. of tne Honse, Doc. 
No. 634. This is the most labored document I 
have been able to find against this measure, and 
was intended to embody in the most formidable 
array, the objections existing against it, forming, as 
it were, the official political text book, to which 
the country might look for the true standard of op- 
position faith against this measure. Yet in that 
whole document is not to be found a proposition as 
a substitute, or a project of a better plan. Much 
eulogy, it is true, is bestowed upon the United 
States Bank, then expired, but no proj-ction of a 
new cne er any thing in its stead. I have looked 
over the many able speeches delivered in both ends 
of the Capitol for the last two years against this 
measure, but have looked in vain for the distinct 
avowal of a substitute. I have perused the Oppo- 
sition journals which teemed with bitter denuncia- 
tion against the Independent Treasury scheme 
daring the same period, without being able to dis- 
cover any other scheme distinctly proposed. A 
great convention of all the wise and aged statesmen 
in the nation, if we are to believe their own ac- 
count of it, assembled at Harrisburg in December 
last, for the express purpose of taking into conside- 
ration the pernicious measures of this Adntinistra- 
tion, of which this was denounced as the chief. 
They talked loud and long of its corruptions 
and extravagance—dealt largely in general clamor 
and denunciation; yet, although there were 
among them the most talented and experienced of 
the , Opposition—gentlemen who had been long in 
office and capable of pointing out all the errors end 
iniquities of any administration if there were any, 
that great body closed its labors without specifying 
pointing out, much less proving, a single item of 
mal-administration or corruption—without declar- 
ing to their countrymen any one principle of po- 
licy by which they should be guided in the new 
administration which they asked to introduce; and 
without disclosing any plan or scheme for the exa- 
mination and deliberation ef the people, by which 
the alleged ruin and distress by which the coun- 
try was visited might be avoided. Sir, I ask, what 
is the conclusion—the necessary irresistible conclu- 
sion every honest man.is bound to draw from all 
this? I answer, that the conclusion of every honest 
and candid mind must be, that there was no cor- 
ruption or mal-administratiun to be detected—that 
they had no common principles which they would, 
or dare annouce to the world—that they had de- 
vised no fiscal plan which they dire contrast with 
the Independent Treasury; but all must be swal- 
lowed upon the general destitution of principle 
“akin to generous confidence.” 

Again, another vast national assemblage of wise 
and aged young men was convened at Baltimore 
in May last,. numbering, according to their own 
account, from twenty to fifty thousandof hard fisted 
distressed bankers, brokers,and counter men from all 
the Eastern cities, bearing with them cily log ca- 
bins, cider barrels and coon skins, for the avowed 
purpose of passing judgment upon the proceedings 
at Harrisburg five months before, and pronounc- 
ing them good, and condeming the present Admi- 
nistration. They were met by thegrave legislators 
from both ends of this Capitol, whe were to im- 
part to the thronging multitude the vast accumu- 
lation of wrongs and mal-practices of the Admi- 


_nistration, and disclose the rich stores of relief for 


an alleged suffering community, gathered by five 
months hard study and sifting research and investi- 
gation into allthe affairs at the seat of Govern- 
ment. They met, with badges, music, and banners, 
mottoes and inscriptions, parade and shows of all 
fancies and devices; and what were the mighty de- 
velopments of corruption. of the Administration 
there poured out? what the great lofty principles 
announced? and what the healing plans of relief 


revealed? I hold in my hand the Nanvnat Intelli- 
gencer of the 7th May, containing the principal 
proceedings of tnat assemblage as recorded by its 
own friends, and refer to the principal prominent 
speeches there delivered. Itis there stated that the 
first speaker was Mr. Clay, who “commenced by a 
reference 40 the northwest wind, which blew al- 
most a gaie, and compared it happily to the popu- 
lar voice of the immense multitude who were 
present,” &c. and then proceeds to talk in gene 
ral terms of “ravages,” “revolutions,” “broken 
hopes,” “ wide spread ruin,” “William H. Har- 
rison,” &@. in vague, windy declamation, but 
nothing defined or spec'fied either of evil or reme- 
dy. ‘Then foilowed Mr. Webster, who talks of 
“change,” “and breezes and change,” Wiiliam 
H. Harrison,” and victory te last half a century, 
&c. ‘Allagree, continued Mr. Wesster, that we 
have hard times, and many, he amusingly re- 
marked, supposed the remedy to be hard cider,” 
&c. but as undefined as to the evil or how 
this great political remedy was to be applied, as 
the grave orator who preceded him. Next on 
the sacred rostrum was my grave colleague and 
learned counsellor from the city of Philadelphia, 
long identified with the legal and political his- 
tory ef our State; I will quote from the record, 
where it is said, “Mr. Joun Szrogant of Pennsyl- 
vania succeeded Mr. Wessrer upon the rostrum. 
What have you come here for? said Mr. Ser- 
Geant. I will answer. To bring back to the 
people, and through the log cabins of the coun- 
try, the neglected and lost Constitution.” Log 
cabins!! and lost Constitution!!! The people! 
Log cabins!! and Jost Constitution!!! Good 
Heavens ! how or where did my colleague come 
to think or know any thing about the people 
and log cabins? And what does he mean by 
the lost Constitution? Does he mean the Con- 
stitution of the State of Pennsylvania? I re- 
member that a few years since the people of that 
State decided that her Constitution should receive 
some Republican amendments; and my colleague 
(Mr. Serceant) was elected as a delegate to the 
convention, was chosen to preside over that budy, 
and exerted his talents to defeat the expressed will 
of the people of that State in reference te those 
amendments. The amendments however pre- 
vailed, and were adopted by the people. But I 
cannot for my life discern how a national meeting 
at Baltimore could interfere with that question. 
He could not have meant that. The sentence is 
to me totally unintelligible—it is, perhaps, too deep 
for my comprehension; and yet I cannot pre- 
sume that he meant nothing, nor can I suppose that 
he had applied to himself too much of the remedy in- 
dicated by the wise statesman who had immediately 
preceded him. I think, however, I have a glimpse 
of his meaning. There are many of his political 
friends, who have considered the Bank and the 
Constitution as synonymous terms, and have got so 
much in the habit of using the word Constitution, 
when the Bank was the idea impressed upon the 
mind, if indeed any very well defined idea was at- 
tached to itat all. With this meaning attached to 
the term Constitution, I can understand him, and 
am forcibly reminded of a fable I recollect reading 
when a boy, of a cat and the rats. I give the sub- 
stance from reco'lection, not having read it for ma- 
ny years. It was somewhat as follows: A wary, 
sly cat, having lived for some time upon a family 
of rats in her neighborhoed, had produced rather a 
scarcity. The little animals, finding their rumber 
gradually diminishing, became somewhat shy, and 
she concluded she must either starve or resort to 
some stratagem to supply herself with her accus- 
tomed plunder. She suspended herself by the hind. 
legs upon a pin ia the wail, with her head hanging 
down, pretending to be dead. The rats, seeing her 
in this attitude, collected all around her, rejoicing 
at the death of their old enemy, when suddenly she 
let herself down in their midst, and made sad ha- 
voc among them. When the supply she had thus 
obtained had become exhausted, she resorted to an- 
other artifice, and roiled herself all over in flour, 
and concealed herself in a meal tub. Some of the 
rat: perceiving a heap of floar, as they sapposed, 
were disposed to rejoice at their good fortune, and 
immediately to partake of so pleasant a repast as 
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seemed to be presented to them; but an old rat, 
who had witnessed all the cat’s proceedings, and 
seen the destruction she had brought upon his race, 
after looking very steadily at the heap, spoke out to 
his fellow rats as follows: “Something whispers me 
there is more than meal in that pile—it may be 
meal, it is true, but there may be something else 
under it, we shall not relish quite so well.” The 
application is this: after General Jackson had ve- 
toed the bill for a recharter of the United States 


Bank, and after the Congress elected upon that: 


question had pronouaced the judgment of the people 
that it should not be rechartered, in the year 1835, 
an imporiant election occurred in Pennsylvania for 
Governor and members of the Legislature, in which 
the Republican party were unfortunately divided. 
In order to produce a union against the common 
enemy, some of both divisions of that party 
presented the danger of a charter of that Bank 
by the State, should the Opposition succeed through 
our divisions. ‘Those rising fears were at once 
ealmed by the soothing persuasion of the Opposi- 
tion that the Bank was dead, and it was nonsense 
to keep up any alarm on that account—that no 
further evil could come from that quarter. The 
Republican party were defeated, and no sooner 
had the Opposition possessed themselves of the 
power, than the Bank was sprung upon the people 
of that State against all their remonstrances, under 
the specious title of “An act to repeal the State tax 
on real and personal property, to continue and ex- 
tend the improvements of the State by railroads 
and canals, and to charter a State bank to be called 
the Bank of the United States,” and fastened upon 
them, as is contended, for thirty years. The plun- 
der obtained by that stratagem is probably now 
pretty well exhausted, and the institution reduced 
te short commons, and must soon starve, unless 
by some new artifice, its hungry cravings can be sa- 
tisfied. Is that new artifice, this city log cabin con- 
trivance, through, or by meansof which the bank is 
' to be brought back to the people? Iam sorry my 
` colleague is not in his seat to inform me. I take it 
then, that the “Jost Constitution” spoken of by my 
colleague in his Baltimore speech, is the bank— 
the cat concealed; the log cabin show is the meal, 
the deception by which it is covered, and through 
which it is to be brought baek upon the people, 
and according to Mr. Webster, to be chartered for 
fifty years. ‘If this be not the meaning, I am totally 
at a loss to understand the figure. 

Gentlemen, here, during the debate, have spoken 
incidentally in high terms of the United States 
Bank, yet none have put it distinctly forth as the 
antagonist to the Independent Treasury. Sir, with 
all the bitter condemnation which has been peured 
forth against this measure by those opposed to it 
here and elsewhere, have we not a right to demand 
—~have the people not a right to demand of them a 
specification of their charges? A distinct, frank, 
and open avowa! of their principles and of their 
plan? Whether the United States Bank, State 
bank, or the States themselves? 


As the United States Bank, from what has been 
said here and elsewhere, appears to be the most ap- 
proved plan of the Opposition for managing the 
fiscal affairs of the Government, and no doubt is 
their only one, if they had frankness encugh to say 
60, I shail first consider that, contrasted with the 
Independent Treasury. 

It has been repeatedly stated, over and over 
again, with apparent confidence, that the United 
States Bank had furnished asafe,sonnd, and uniform 
currency throughout its whole existence; and this 
sweeping assumption has been permitted to pass 
without much remark or contradiction since this 
_ debate commenced. Statements, calculations, and 
figures, have been exhibited in mathematical array, 
showing plausibly upon paper the excellences and 
perfections of a National Bank, as were by Law 
and Patterson in former times, by which the scheme 
was presented to a superficial glance, as most 
beaut:fal, sp'endid, and incontrovertible, reminditg 
me forcibly of the paper town and western cities 
during the rage for speculation some years since, 
It was no uncommon cccurrence at thattime, to 
see at one of our comfortable hotels in a flourish- 
ing village, a grave, serious, well dressed man, as- 
suming the consequential air and dignity of a 


wealthy land holder, exhibiting beautiful maps of 
towns and cities in the West, and lots and squares, 
parks and retreats, with bays or rivers adjoining, 
and store houses, churches, and public buildings 
arranged in the most attracting order, and accord- 
ing to most fashionable taste. He could sit down 
and make his calculations upon paper—arrange his 
figures in the most unerring mathematical order, 
and demonstrate to a crowd of anxious applicants 
to purchase, that they could pay one or two thou- 
sand dollars for a lot, and after making ten, fifteen, 


or twenty per cent. discount, could still clear from : 


one to ten thousand dollars in a single purchase. 
The bargains are soon struck—the whole town 


purchasers sell to others ata large advance, and 
they to others, and they to others again, and while 
confidence is kept up that the paper lots really re- 


and either find no land there, or find, instead of a 


when the whole scheme blows up and the last deed 


between a paper town, ora paper house without 


splendid growing town, a wild ague swamp with | 
not a single inhabitant within fifty miles of it; | 


holders are ruined. Now what difference is there | 


per barrel, (in fact, by the monthly prices curren. 
for that year, it appears to have been $13 50 per 
barrel in the month of January, $11 79 being the 
average for the whole year,) and within three 
years afterwards the circulation was reduced tg 
forty-five millions of dollars, and the price of flour 
at the same place was four dollars and seventy-two 


' cents per barrel. The price here is compnted jn 
: par money, (United States Bank paper if you 


please,) one doilar of which, in 1820, would pur. 


` chase as much flour as two dollars and forty-five 


sold eff with all its suitable appendages—the deeds |: 
made and delivered and the money paid. The ` 
' advantage of tablesto refer to, 


present substantial well located and built up terra `. 
firma, the price advances, and all goes on well, | 
until the deed holders come to look for the reality, ` 


reality to represent, and a paper bank or pa- `. 
per money which represents nothing, or not i 


more than a fifth or tenth what it professes to do? 

Bat to the bold and confident assumption 
that the United States Bank had always furnished 
a safe, sound, and uniform currency. Sir, I deny 
it, and propose to give the proof. That the notes 
of that Bank passed at par at the different points of 


the United States, if such were admitted to be the ‘' 


‘fact, is a delusive criterion that it furnished a uni- 
form currency. With the credit of the Govern- 
ment, and its notes taken in payment of all public 
dues by law, it could scarcely be otherwise—pieces 
of brown paper with such an endorsement would 
ass at par also. A much more certain criterion 
of a sound and uniform currency is the price of any 
given commodity of general use ata given place. 
I admit this may be varied by the circumstance of 
the scarcity or abundance of the article—the de- 
mand and supply—but these being equal, ‘if the 
price of any article of general use, one of the neces- 
saries of life, is very fluctuating, it is conelusive 
evidence ia my judgment, that the currency by 
which the value is measured, must itself be fickle 
and unsound. Again: the quantity of the circu 
lating meriod ‘at given periods, is a much safer 
guide by which to determine its uniformity of value 
than its passing at par. If its quantity varies 
greatly in a brief period of time, it may beset down 
pretty certainly as unsound and irregular; although 
I again admit that there may be circumstances ren- 
dering a greater or less quantity necessary to mea- 
sure the commodities to be exchanged; but to vary 
the quantily rapidly, there must be some extraordi- 
nary circumstances to retain ifs value the same. 
Now let us try the soundness and uniformity of the 
currency furnished by that Bank by these tests. 
The United States Bank was chartered on the 10th 
April, 1816, and went into operation Ist January, 
1817, when, according to Mr. Crawford’s report, 
made the 12th February, 1820, and reprinted in 
January, 1834, the amount of the currency of the 
Usited States was $110,000,000, and at the time of 
his report, within three years, it was reduced to 
$45,000,000. 
The following table is taken from Hazard’s Re- 


very clearly the effect of the fluctuations produced 
by the bank upon the necessary article of flour dur- 
ing the same time. 
Year. 
1817 
1818 
1819 71i 
1820 Žž - - a 472 | 
It is thus shown that in the commencement of 
the year 1817, when the quantity of the circulating 
medium of the United States was one hundred and 
ten millicns of dcllars, the price of flour at Phila- 
delphia was eleven dollars and seventy-nine cents 


Price of flour in Philadelphia. 
- $11 79 
9 96 


cents in 1817, if tested by the price of that article, 
and if tested by the quantity of circulation, as 
much as two dollars and fifty-five cents in 1817, 
The effects of its fluctuations upon the price of la. 
bor, would be found to be still worse, if we had the 
I give below a ta. 
ble taken from the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, made in January, 1839, 5:h vol. Exeeu. 
tive Document No. 227, page 637, which exhibits 
the state of the circulation of the United States 
Bank itself, for the first three years after that in 
which it went into operation: 


Year. Circulation. 
1818 - - - $8,339,448 
1819 - - - 6,563,750 


1820 - oo 3,588,481 ` 
The state of the public deposites in the Bank, as 
contained in the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means of the House of Representatives, April, 
1832, 4th vol. Rep. Committees, No. 360, at page 


: 279, correspond pretty nearly with the amount of 


its circulation. By the above table of circulation 
it will be seen that even with the advantage of the 
public deposites and the credit of the United States 
into the bargain, the Bank was either unwilling or 
unable, not only to regulate the general circulation, 
of which its notes constituted but the 15th part, but 
even its own, zo as to render it either safe, sound, 


` or uniform. With such enormous fluctuations, 


| 

| 

p ; 
gister, exhibiting the price of flour averaged ;' 
throughout the same years, inclusive, and presents |! 


both in the quantity of circulation, and in the 
prices, as shown by the tables above, the assump- 
tion of safe, sound, and uniform currency, is ut- 
terly ridiculous, under any circumstances that 
could possibly have existed, even though the paper 
of the Bank was at par. History has recorded 
some evidence of the ruinous and distressing efl- 
fects of this fluctuation upon the business of the 
country. I picked up the 16h volume of Niles's 
Register, running through a part of the yeat 
1819, which is full of instructive history upon 
that subject. I will not take time at present to do 
more than present a few brief extracts. In that 
paper of the 10th April, 1819, is an article headed, 
“MONEY MATTERS—PRosPEcTS amean,” from 
which I quote the following: “We have doleful 
accounts of the commercial distress and searcity 
of money in England and France. * o»: t 
From all parts of our own country we hear of 
severe pressure on men in business, a general 
stagnation in trade, a large reduction in the price 
of staple articles. Real property is rapidly depre- 
ciating in its nominal value, and its rents or pro- 
fits are exceedingly diminishing.” It then pro- 
ceeds to describe some of the commercial distresses 
in the country, and states some of the causes, and 
goes on: “Another cause, in our opinion, ‘has 
hurried or heaped those ills upon us, in a design to 
force the people to acquiesce in a national currency 
of paper-—THE CONSUMMATION OF EVILS.” 
The article here has reference to the United States 
Bank. Inthesame paper of June 51h, 1819, is 
the following: “For several months past, the pres- 
sure grew heavier and heavier. Great sacrifices 
of property of every description took place, and 


| many large mercantile houses, as well as honest 
į farmers and mechanics, (dealing in banks and ran- 


ning in debt,) failed. So extensive were those 
among the merchants of the cities east of Balti- 


. more, that it seemed to be disreputable to stop pay- 
| ment for Jess than $100,000. The fashionable 


amount was from $200,000 to $300,000, d&c.” de 
tailing, in strong and clear terms, the distress, aud 
the ruinous course of the United States Bank. In 
aa article in that paper of June 12ih, of the same 
year, after speaking of similar distresses and the 
same cause, itis said, “Let us then resist every 
succedaneum that may give rise to fresh gamblings 
in paper. It is the laboring people who at last 
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must pay the losses made by them.” : * 
“All that we have suffered or are now suffering 
will have to be suffered again, if we yield one irch | 
to the monopolizers.” * * = ‘“Itiscash | 
payments only, that can defend the people from 
swindling banks and banker?.” In that paper of 
the 7th August of that year, it is stated that in the | 
three cities of New York, Philadelphia and Balti- ; 
more, there were 50,000 laborers thrown out of em- | 
ployment, and estimates the loss to the community 
at $300,000 per month. Running through this va- 
luable workit will be found filled with accounts of | 
failures of banks and merchants—a general dis- 
tressand suffering, and thousands thrown out of 
employment, er obliged to labor for a mere pit- 
tance; and, in the paper of the 2lst of August, is 
an article headed “Bank of the United States,” in 
which those evils are largely spoken of; and it is 
farcher said, “never did an institution exist that 
more completely blasted the public expectation than 
this Bank has done.” Some time previous to this 
the president of the Bank, Mr. Jones, had left it, I 
believe, between two days, and Langdon Chevés 
had been appointed in his stead. Mr. Cheves, in 
his exposition to the stockholders of the situation 
of the Bank, states that “in Philadelphia it was ge- 


nerally expected that the Bank would be obliged to |, 
Mr. White, cashier of the branch || 
of the United States Bank of Baltimore, in a letter | 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, speaks of thedis- | 


slop payment. 


tresees of 1819, “a sudden scarcity of money in 
1822—-numerous and extensive failures in New 


t convulsions among banks and other 
institutions in 1826—io the winter of 1827-8, and 
in 1829-30, and thinks this properly attributed to 
over trading from over banking.” In the fall of 
1825, as confirmed by the testimony of the presi- 
dent of the Bank before the Committee of Ways 
and Means in 1832, the Bank was only saved by a 
rapid visit of his to New York to seek a gentleman 
who was preparing to draw specie from the Phila- 


delphia banks to pay the instalmentsof a new bank `; 
in New Orleans, and avert a demand for specie 
for the use of the Bri.ish Government in Canada; | 


the fate of the country, so faras its fiseal affairs 


suecess of a midnight visit to New York of a single 
individual, subject to all casualties, to implore in- 
dulgence from a British agent, or a broker for a 
New Orleans bank! In the letter of the Secretary 
of the Treasury sabmitting:his reasons for the re- 
moval of the deposites in 1833, it is stated that 
from the Ist of January, 1831, until the Ist of May, i 
1832, (sixteen months,) the Bank had extended its - 
line of discounts and loans from $42,402,304 24 
to the enormous sum of $70,428,070 72, and, 
as appears by a report of the Committee 
on Finance of the Senate, made by its 
chairman, Mr. Tyler, (the Opposition candidate 
now for Vice President,) in 1834, at pages 320 and 
321, $322,199 of that amount were to fifty-nine 
members of Congress, who were to vote on the 
question of its recharter, the following session, 
when its petition for recharter was was presented 


and pressed. Durihg- the very time of this ex-- į 


tension of its loans, it refused, as the fiscal agent 
of the Government, to pay the public debt required 
of it, alfhongh there were deposites of the Go- 
vernment ia its po:session exceeding the amount 
required, over $3,000,000,-and sought secretly, in 
violation of g positive provision of the charter, 
to postpone and purchase the debt, through an ; 
-arrangement with the house of Baring, Brothers, 
` and Company, in London. In the month of Au- 
gust, 1833, it commenced a system of excessive - 
and uncalled for curtailment,and in two months 
had contracted its accommodation to the amount | 
of $4,066,146 21, darizg which time also it had re- | 
ceived an increase of public deposites withdrawn 
from the community to the amount of $2,268,- 
504 11, thus unnecessarily withdrawing from the 
business of the country in the short space of | 
two months, six millions three hundred and thirty- 
four thousand six hundred and fifty dollars and 
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afterwar.s, when that reason would be, of course, 
much stronger, it again expanded, in the course of 
a few months, nearly twenty millions of dollars. 
With such enormous and rapid expansions and 
contractions, whether from necessity cr design, can 
it be possible that the currency furnished by it 
could be uniform? We have seen from the 
prices of one of the best articles to test by, that it 
was the reverse, as, of course, it must have been. 

An honorabl? member -from Kentucky (Mr. 
Wire) a few days since kad urged as an argu- 
ment against the Independent Treasury, that it 
was anti-Union; and intimated that as Kentucky 
could derive no benefit from this Government ex- 
cept thatofa United Siates Bank, she would be 
for dissolving the Union without it. Let us see 
what money was furnished for that proud State by 
the United State Bank—we have some evidence on 
that subject. In 2d Peters’s Reports of the 
decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, page 527, is a case in which the bank is 
plaintiff against several defendants, the drawer and 
endorsers of a note for $5,000 discounted at the 
branch at Lexington, and dated 7th February, 
1822. The defence was set out in a special plea, 
in substance that the consideration of the note was 
asurious and corrupt, having been obtained for 
money of the Bank of Kentucky as its nominal va- 
lue, which was ata discount of forty six per cent. 
or 100 dollars, worth but 54 dollars—and the 
transaction forbidden by the 9th section of the fun- 


: damental rules of the charter, which forbade it to 
York, Savannah, Charleston, and New Orleans, in . 


“take more than at the rate of six per centum per 


; annum for or upon its loans or discounts.” These 


facts were admitted by the pleadings, and the de- 
cision was against the bank. Mr. Clay and Mr. 
Sergeant appear to have been counsel for the bank, 
and no counsel for the defendants. This was the 


. kind of currency it appears to have furnished to 


. the people of Kentucky—paper at 46 per cent. dis- 


i eount, of a bank which was probably first reduced 
- to that situation by the very operations of the United 


. per cent. 


thirty-two cents, nearly twice the whole amount of 
its entire circulation in 1820. The reason urged 
for this contraction was the near approach of the 
expiration of its charter, and yet more than a year 


States Bank itcelf, for which it sought to recover 
and probably in many cases not resisted, received 
tn gold and silver, or perhaps property at a great 


:: sacrifice the full nominal amount. 
were concerned, thus hanging suspended upon the | 


It has been urged that the United States Bank 
would regulate exchange. What do we learn by 
experience upon that subjec!? If we look over the 
rates of exchange and prices of bank notes col- 
lected by the Secretary of the Treasury, and sub- 
mitted to the Senate in May, 1838, Doc. No. 457, 
extending from 1814 to 1837, it will be seen that 
the rates of exchange were much more irregular 
after the United States. Bank got fairly into opera- 
tion than. before. I had intended to present a con- 
densed table showing this result conclusively, but 
found itcould not be done without occupying too 
much space. I quote a paragraph from Mr. 


| Gouge’s excellent treatise upon paper money and 


banking, which is fully sustained by the prices 
current of the day. After giving a copy of the 
prices current of country bank notes at Philadel- 


_ phia through the years 1816, °17, 718, 19 and °20, 


which show a gradual and regular depreciation 
through the years 1816, and 1817, he says: “In 
his speech of January 2, 1815, Mr. Webster said, 
“the depreciation of the notes of all the banks in 
any place, is, as far I can learn, general, uniform, 
and equal.” * * * ‘This equality. lasted for 
some time after it became the custom to give regu- 
lar quotations of the price of bank paper. It will 
be seen by inspecting the table,that in May, 1816, the 
notes of twenty-seven out of thirty-five country 
banks of Pennsylvania were at a discount of ten 
It will also be seen that the discount 
was diminished with a regulaiity approximating to 
uniformity up to May, 1818. In the succeeding 
July, the United States Bank commenced its cur- 
tailment; and then the great confusion in exchanges 
began.” It must necessarily be so, with an insti- 
tution possessing the credit as well as the funds of 
the Government—which is alternately expanding 
and contracting at brief and irregular intervals. 
It must necessarily deal destruction and ruin at 
each vibration either way, either upon the debtor or 
creditor class, and throw all commercial business 
into confusion and disorder, as history informs us 
was the case with the late National Bank. The 


circulation in the United States has been greatly 
diminishing for the last three years as appears by 
the annual statements of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, from $149,000,000 in 1837, to $106,000,000 
the present year, and consequently it is proporjon- 
ately appreciating in value, and if no engine of vi- 
olence be thrown into it, such as the United States 

Bank of 1816 proved to be, in a year or two more, 

with the gradual, moderate and progressive correc- 

tion provided in this bill, we may expect a state of 
currency approaching uniformity and regularity in 

all the affairs of community. 

The sweeping argument, if it may be called such, 
which has been urged against the Independent 
Treasury, out of which it seems intended to ma- 


| nufacture political capital, is, that it establishes one 


currency for the Government and another for the 
people. If there be any weight in this, which I de- 
ny, how do gentlemen escape the answer, that it ap- 
plies as forcibly to a United States Bank, as to the 
Independent Treasury, upon their own positions? 
They insist that a United States Bank currency is 
better than that of the State banks, and that the re- 
venue be collected init. They do not propose to 
abolish the State banks; and therefore a large por- 
tion of the currency would continue to be the paper 
of the State banks. The late Bank of the United 
States sometimes furnished about the 1-15th and 
at others about 1-5th part of the whole currency. 
Now, accordiog to such argument, here is 1-5th 
or 1-15th better currency for the Government, 
and 14-15ths, or 4-5ths worse currency for the peo- 
ple. But I will not occupy time in answering such 
objections—who does nct know, that the Govern- 
ment and the people are the same? What is col- 
lected from one portion of the people with one hand, 
is immediately paid out to another portion with the 
other. It is most largely collected from dealing 
and business men, and most largely paid out to 
soldiers, sailors, old soldiers and widows of soldiers 
and laborers in the employment of the Govern- 
ment, who aga:n pay it away to farmers, mecha- 
nics, and others for the necessaries of life, and thus 
is kept in constant circulation like blood through- 
out the healthy system. If the Government have 
a sound currency, the people to whom the Govern- 
ment belongs will have a sound currency. 

Sir, I have thus briefly and imperfectly present- 
ed some of the numerous objections to what may 
perhaps well be considered as the only, at least the 
main substitute which the Opposition would or 
could propose for the measure under considera- 
tion, and in doing so, I think I have answered 
some of the complaints and objections to this. 
These objections against a United States Bank, of 
themselves. formidable—I think insurmountable— 
arise, even on the admission, which I do not con- 
cede, of the power and the right in this Govern- 
ment to establizh such an institution. That great 
and deep question of constitut‘onal law is involved, 
and lies behiad and rises infinitely higher than any 
connected with mere expediency or policy, and if 
rightly decided in the negative, must close up all 
further inquiry.. I do not propose, at present, to 
go into that great question, further than merely to 
glance at it. Whenever a National Bank shall be 
distinctly proposed as an affirmative, I shali endeavor 
to be prepared, fuily to meet and discuss the ques- 
tion of its constitutionality. It is, perhaps, suf- 
cient, until that proposition ‘s distinctly submitied 
for consideration, that many of the wisest states- 
men and soundest politi:al lawyers this country 
has produced, among whom was the immortal Jef- 
ferson, hesitated not to declare their opinion in the 
strongest and boldest terms that no such powe: was 
ever conferred upon this Legisla‘ure. They point 
us to the Constitution itself, in which is found no 
such power expres:ly conferred, but contains the 
pesitive provision, that “the powers not delegated 
to the United States by the Constitution, nor pro- 
hibited by it, to the States, are reserved to the 
States respectively, or to the people.” They also 
point us to the proceedings of the ccnvention by 
which the Constituijon was framed, in which it 
appears that the proposition to confer the power of 


` granting corporate privileges was expressly nega- 


tived. They point us again to the provision in the 


Constitution that “Congress shall have power to 


coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of fo- 
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reign coin,” and telt us with unanswerable force 
that this power ia Congress is filuciary, a trust 
that they have no right to delegate; and that the 


| 


incorporation of a Bank with power to manufac- | 
ture paper money, 1s a transfer of that high attri- | 


bate of sovereignty, and enables the Bank to re- 
gulate, not only the va-ue of coin, by determining 
how much it shall buy, but of every other commo- 
duy. lam aware that the Supreme Court of the 
United S:ates, did deci e that the actof 1816 in 

corporating the Bank of the United States was con- 
stitutional. For the decisions of that court, upon 
pure legal questions, I entertain the bighest regard, 
and bord them as binding and corclusive upon a!l 
questions arising under any particular law in ex- 
isteace, so long as it remains; but there the autho- 
rity of tke judiciary ends. When the law expires, 
or when the legislature contempla'e to repeal it, it 
becomes, so far as such decision is concerned, an 
open question—a great political question ia which 
the legislative is not boand by the opinion of the 
judiciary branch cf the Government—it is co-ordi- 
nate, original, and sovereign. Again, it is not oaly 
necessary that the power should exist, but that it 
should be undisputed, or at least could Bot be plau- 
sibly denied. nis will never be the case with 
that question while the Constitution remains as it 
is—there will always be a large and respectable 
portion, if nota majority of the people of thiscoun- 
try who never can believe that the Constitution 
confers upon Congress the power to incorporate a 
National Bank; and with such decided sentiment 
against it, itcan never enjoy that stability necessa- 
ry to such an institution, apart from the abscract 
question upon its merits. But has not this nation 
decided the question as to a National Bank? We 
know that when President Jackson vetoed the bill 
to recharter the United States Bank in 1832, the 
issue was made to the coantry, not only in the 


Presidential election, but in the electien of mem- | 


ders to this body in the 231 Congress. The sub- 
ject was submitted to the Committee of Ways and 
Means in this House, who after fall investigation 
reported certain resolutions for adoption, the first 
of which was in the following words: “Resolved, 
That the Bank of the United States ought not to 
be rechartered;” which, upon long and free dis- 
_ cussion was decided by the body, elected as before 
- remarked with distinct reference to that question, 
in the affirmative, by a vote of 134 to 82, (see the 
vote on the Journal, Ist session, Twenty-Third 
Congress, page 483°4) This decision, it is true, 
related only to the bank then in exis’ence, and jus- 


tified by history and facts, already briefly referred ' 


to, independent of the abstract question of consti- 
tutionality, and its justice confirmed by the conduct 
of the bank soon afterwards, in closing its doors, 
in direct violation of an express provision of its 
charter, against a committee appointed by four- 
fifths of this body, to investigate its affairs; yet it is 
well known, that the constitutional question entered 
largely into its consideration, and formed the turn. 
ing point of the decision against it; so much 50, at 
least, as to deter the introduction of a similar insti- 


tation, without a pew and contrary. demonstration |! 
It was certainly very 


by the people themselves. 
conclusive, so far as related to the then existing 
bank; and apart from the constitutional objection, 
have gentlemen furnished any reasons to expect 
‘pew institution would be free from the evils and 
` objections resulting from the former one? That it 
would not produce the same rapid and irregular re- 
daction of the circulation and consequent suffering 
and distress 2s that did? and that we would not ex- 


perience the same rain, breaking up of banks and - 
business men, the same inordinate fluctuations and | 


reduction of prices which were saffered in 1819 
and 1820? 
It seems to me, therefore, that any plan con- 


nected with the establishment of a Nationat Bank . 


must be regarded as oat of the question; and that 


the Executive was not only justified in so consi- | 


dering ii, bat that he was bound to do so. 
Then what other plan has been proposed or 


even pointed to in the course of this debate? Much | 


has been incidentally thrown out in sympathy for 
State banks; but has any one dared to submit the 
proposition to continue them as the depositories 
during their saspension of specie paymen's? I 


| had not the scheme of the deposite with the States | 
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think Lam jusnfied in declaring that no one has 
ventured such a p'an for consideration. Has any 
one proposed t> extend the deposites with the States, 
of money wanted fur the public service} I believe 
noone. This wasthe hobby of the Opposition 
party in 1836, when there wasa large surplas of 
public revenue not needed for the public ser- 
vice. The cry was ever and anon, “it is the 
people's money, and onght to be distribured 
to the States.” It was asked as an abso- 
lwe distribution; but it was known that the old 
Ronan, then in the Executive chair, would not give 
his <anction to it as such. To avoid this difficulty 


it was put in the form of a deposite, and in that - 


form received his reluctant consent and became a 
law, For this law [ voted, under an impression 


that it was consistent with the wishes of a large | 
. majority of my constituents, under the peculiar 
| circumstances of an enormous surplus revenue that 
might be applied to State purposes, and woul not 


be wanted for the national service for years, I con- 
fess, not without great apprehensions of its evil 
and embarrassing results upon the finances of the 
country. It was a measure of the Opposition party 
—claimed as such, and rendered plausible by their 
ingenuity and unceasing efforts to operate upon 
public opinion in its favor; but I am now satisfied, 
as I then feared, that it was one of the most unfor- 
tunate financial measures that have been adopted, 
or even proposed in along series of years. The 
sudden transfer o° se large sums of money from 
their natural channels, produced a state of disorder 
and confusion throughout the whole system, and 
was one of the principal causes of the suspension 
of specie payments, which occurred shortly after it 
went into operation. I take this occasion to say 
that I have always regretted that vote; the only one 
while I had the honor of a seat here; and if forgiven 
for it, promise that I shall never be caught ina 
Whig popularity trap again. I now believe, that 


been adopted, the State banks would have conti- 
nued to perform the trust confided to them under 
the act of 1836, and would -not have been forced 
to a suspension, and the occasion would not have 
existed for providing a different mode for the cus- 
tody of the publie money. The scheme has had 
its day, and whatever good purposes it may bave 
served for the States, it has had a most unfortunate 


effect upon the fiscal concerns of this Government. | 


No one now advocates or preposes that plan. 
Then, sir, I ask—in the name of my constituents 


I demand of the party oppceed to this measure, :' 


having made ita patty opposition, what plan or 
substitate they do propose? I have heard none 
other even hinted at than what I have already no- 
ticed. 

Mr. Chairman, I shall now take a brief no- 


1830, our accounts were about square with foreign 
nations, &c.” To make this article fit his 
statement, he dates the war upon the bank at that 
period (1830-) Now, in the fist place, I think there 
is some inaccuracy im the conclusion in the article, 
from its own figures and statements. By the tables 
presented above this conclu:ion that “at the close 
cf 1830 our accounts were about equal, &¢c.” it 
shows an excess of imports over exports, inclading 
1830, of $37,662 950 and an indebteduess by the 
sale of State stocks, of of more than $26,000,000, 
and an excess of exports of specie of something short 
of $3 500,000. How the writer draws the conclu- 
sion that we were then about square, is net for me 
to reconcile. But the gentleman did not tell us that 
us that the very same article in Hazard’a Register, 
from which he quotes, states the fact “that the 
United States Bank, and subsequently the Pennsylva- 


: nia United States Bank, have been the chief chan- 


nels through which the State stocks have been 
poured into the London markets.” But, again, 
the gentleman is opposed by what, I suppose, I 


am at liberty to call his own witnesses, as to the 


time this alleged war upon the Bank commenced. 
The stock directors of the Bank, in a memonal, 


: laid upon the table of membersin December, 1833, 


at page 19, answering a charge against them of cir- 


. culating political speeches, &c. say, “in December, 


1831, the Secretary of the Treasury, with the full 
approbation of the President, had spoken in the 
most favorable terms of the Bank, and he did not 
sign his veto message against it until July, 1832, 


: up to which period it was doubtful whether he 


would veto it, and of course it was unknown 
whether the Bank would have the least reason to 


be opposed to his election.” The excess of im- — 


ports would seem, by the article quoted, to have 
commenced in 1828, before General Jackson was 
elected at all; but, at all events, not later than. 
1831, a year or more before THE war, according to 
the testimony of the Bank. But the removal of the 
deposites did not take place until October, 1833, 
until which time the United States Bank was the 
fiscal agent and undisturbed depository of the Go- 
vernment; at which time the excess of imports over 
exports, according to that article, was about ninety 
millions of dollars, and an indebtedness by the 
sale of State stocks, about fifty-five millions. This 
removal of the deposites did not take place either, 
until about two months afier the Bank commenced 
its extraordinary curtailment in August, 1833, al- 
ready referred to. It thus appears that the Bank 
was the aggressor. and by its agency a large in- 


: debtedness, both by an excess of importations and 


tice of the charges preferred against th? late © 


Administration by the gentleman from New, York . 


{Mr. Marvin] which has been repeated by others, , 
in waging war upon the United States Bank, the | 
creation of new State banks, and urging and advi- | 
sing them to extend their circulation, and thus in- | 
volving the country in debt by excessive imporia- © 


tions, &e. The gentleman's position reminded me 
somewhat of an able counsellor i once saw in the 
trial of a cause in a county court. He made a 
statement of his client’s case, which was an actien 


for an assault and battery, very fully; according to - 


which a plain case of gross and unprovoked out- 
rage was committed upon his client; but when he 
came to ea!] his witnesses and produce the proof in 
support of his statement, every witness either 
proved nothing at all, or that the plaintiff was the 
aggressor. He immediately entered a non-suit. 
Jast so with the honorable gentleman—his statc- 
ment is strong, conclusive, and fall, but his wit- 
nesses all contradict it, or at least do not support it. 
As to the war upon the bank, perhaps enough has 
been already said of the history of that ins'itution, 
and of its acts, to render any thing fur:her upon that 
subject unnecessary; but the gentleman has refer- 
red to one or two documents which I shail merely 
notice. 
ports over exports was a‘tributable to General 
Jackson’s hostility tothe United States Bank, he read 
an article from Hazard’s Register, vol. 1, page 427, 
in one part of which it is said that “at the close of 


In order to show that our excessive im- |, 


the sale of State stocks, was incurred before ary 
war existed. As tothe charge of the creation of 
new Siate banks under the direction of that Admi- 
nistration, no evidence has been furnished, and the 
fact is otherwise. That there has been a great in- 
crease of State banks since 1830, both before and 
after the expiration of the charter of the United 
States Bank in 1836, 237 before, and 344 since, I 
am free toacknowledge. I will not now retort the 
charge, that this forced creation of State banks was 
the result of the policy opposed to the late and prc- 
seat Administrations, with design to bring about 


: an excessive State bank circulation, and faraish 


it 


- te 


an argament for the creation of a National Bank; 
but I should like gentlemen to account for the fact, 
that we find them generally, ifnot uniformly, char- 
tered by .Opposition votes in the State Le- 
gislatures, as their journals will show. As 
the State banks being urged and ad- 
vised to excessive circulation, the only evidence 
referred to is the letter of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to the Girard bank, of the 26h September, 
1833, in which, after staling that the Department 
had selected that bank to be one of the depositories, 
he says: “ the deposites of the public money will 
enable you to afford imereased facilities to com- 
merce, and to extend your accommodation to indi- 
viduals, &c.” This, it must be rec dllected, was at 
the very time, when, as before seen, the United 
States Baak had withdrawn from circulation from 
the community upwards of six millions in two 
months, and the greatest mercanii'e distress pre- 
vailed in consequence, which formed one of the 
reasons for withdrawing the deposites from its cus- 
tody, when thus employed to inflict distress up: B 


Al 
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the country, te enforce its charter by Congress. 
That the indication should be given, that the depo. 
sites proposed te be made with the bank would en- 
able it to afford some relief, under such peculiar 
circumstances, formed not the slightest reason for 
an enormous and excessive issue of bank paper. 
That gentlemen belonging to the Opposition should 
now so directly change their complaint, from that 
of denouncing the late Adminisiration as hostile to 
the credit system, because the Executive was un- 
tiring in his recommendations of reform and re- 
straint, to that of charging it with urging and ad- 


vising them to an excessive circulation, would be | 
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truly remarkable, were it not in conformity with | 
the general coarse of that party. When the Erze- © 
cutive recommended measures of restraint and re- | 
form upon the banking institutions as far as this | 
Government possessed any power so as to prevent `, 


eXcessive issues, he was a tyrant, despot, and every 
thing that ingenuity, combined with political ran- 
cor, could denominate him; and when, encouraged 
probably by that very clamor, they disregarded all 
rales, and ran to a boundless and lawless extrava- 
gance until they could go no further, and the con- 
sequences have come upon the country through a 


general suspension of specie payments, the lamen- | 


tation is reversed, and then he is charged with en- 
couragement and urging the banks to expand. 
Have gentlemen so soon forgotten the general and 
unceasing clamor about the specie circular? Why 
did they condemn that measure? Was it not be- 


cause it was calculated to restrain the issues of ` 


the banks, and injure public credit? Surely they 
cannot have forgotten this so soon. 
try has not forgotieu it. The harsh, unwelcome 
cry of rain was sounded throughout the country, 
because credit was restrained and arrested; now the 
same party make the charge, apparently without 
blushing, that credit was encourag-d and excessively 
extended. If there was any one man in this country 
more uniform and consistent than any other in 
urging and advising and acting whenever it was 
legitimately in his power, against excessive and 
extravagant bank issues, that man was the late 
illustrious executive, ANpRew Jackson; and if 
there was any one subject which he more uniform- 
ly and steadily reprobated and exposed than ano- 
ther, that subject was excessive bank expansions. 
No man has said more and done more to expose 
_its evils to the country than he bas done. Bat his 
_ administration needs no defence from me, and I 
will notiessen its merits by attempting it. This 
country has approved it—the world has admired 
it, and posterity will praise it, while honesty and 
” wisdom and patriotism have a friend. 

It has been objected to the Independent Treasu- 
ry, that it will increase executive patronage, and 
place the purse in the tands of the President. This 
objection has been so fully answered by others; in- 
deed, itis so palpably unfounded, that I do not feel 


disposed to occupy time to enlarge upon it. That | 
the appointment of some half dczen officers and a | 
few clerks, bound by the most rigorons provisions | 
for their compliance with the law, and subject to | 


the control of Congre-s as well as the President, at 
` any time, shou!d be supposed to confer more pow- 
erupon the Executive, so far as the purse is con- 
ce:ned, than a unicn with one or fifty money cor- 
porations, with.all their officers, stockholders and 
clerks, in times of plain common sense and reason, 
might be calculated to excite to surprise; but in 
times of high party zeal, when we see that every 
charge and every objection passes through the 
alembic of partisan imagination, our suprise ceases. 
Great pains have also been taken to furnish in- 
stances of violation of public trast by individuals 
tempted with the custody of the public money. No 
one doubts that men of standing and respectability 
' have sunk under temptations of that ‘sort; but do 
gentlemen forget, that it is one of the very pur- 
poses of this bill to defend against the infirmities 
of human nature, by placing every possible guard- 
around the trust? The friends of the measure 
bave thrown around it ali the guards they could 
devise, predicated upon the weakness and suscep. 
tibility of all to error; if other guards still stronger 
can be devised by others, if proposed, they will no 
doubt be accepted. : 

This ee has been discussed as though it 


presented the broad que:tion, and proposed the po- 
licy of an exclusive metallic currency, as contrast - 
ed with a mixed or paper currency. Alihough se- 
veral of its supporters have taken some notice of 
the banking system in this country, and drawn 
some comparisons between a paper and a specie 
circulation, in favor of the latier, it was butin re- 
ply to those opposed to the biil, who had spoken in 
unmeasured terms of praise and eulogy upon the 
credit system, and a bank paper circulation, and 
had enlarged upon the impracticability and incon- 
venience of a metallic circulation. They did not 
and could rot have regarded that question as ne- 
cessarily involved in this bill, further than the con- 
version of the publjc dceposites into bank paper 
credits for the use and benefit of banks and their 
customers—whether the banks, State or national, 
were entitled to claim the money of the people for 


the avowed purpose of using it asso much capital , 


drawn from the people by indirect taxation for their 
benefit. The gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Marvin) complained that some of those who sup- 
port the bill are in favor of hard money, and 
others favor a mixed currency, yet all go for the 
bill. There are, no doubt, many who support this 
bill, hard money men—who believe the whole sys- 
tem of the manufacture of paper money by cor- 
porations, whether created by the General or State 
Legislature, as unjust and highly injurious—as 


_ transferring to irresponsible bodies the high sove- 
' regn power of controlling the standard of value, 


and enabling them, by enlatging and diminishing 


: the quantity of their circulation, to regulate, as 


Sir, the coun- : 


well the value of coin, as every thing else, as dan- 
gerous and pernicious; who believe, that how- 
ever this system may suit Great Britain, whose 
theory is, that a “public debt is a public blessing,” 
where the Government is a consolidated one, ex- 
tending all over the kingdom, and where the few 
live in splendor, while the mass are reduced to po- 
verty and wretchedness; it is entirely unsuited to 
this country with its six and twenty separate sove- 
reignties bound together by a Government of limit- 
ed and prescribed powers-—where a public debt is 


- regarded as an evil, and where the rightsof all are 


equal; yet that the system having been adopted in 
the States—debts contracted upon its standard, false 
as it may be, and all the affairs of life somewhat 
interwoven with It, its sudden destruction would 
produc: great distress and utter ruin to thousands, 
indeed the entire debtor class throughout the whole 
country. We are referred to the statement of the 
condition of the banks in ali the States, by which 
it appears, that the amount of their bills and notes 
discounted is $462,896523 the amount of their 
notes in circulation $106 968 572, and the amount 
of deposites $75,694,857, which apparently leaves 


‘the country indebted to the banks after deducting 


the amount of their notes in the hands of the pec- 
ple, and deposites made by them, to the amount of 
$280,231,095; but itis believed that a very large 
proportion of this apparent indebtedness is due by 
the sfiicers and stockholders themselves, and thus 
the debtors and creditors to that amount are the 
same. What amount of this indebtedness is of 
this c'ass, there have been no means of ascertain- 
iug, still, that there is an indebtedness from the 
country—the people, to the banks, there is no 
doubt, and it might be a difficult question with 
those most opposed to a bank paper circulation, to 
determine the time and manner of avoiding the 
evils and inconveniences resulting from the system. 
Others who support this messure, believe that a 
mired currency in this country is necessary, and 
cannot be dispensed with. There is no inconsis- 
tency or irreconcieability in all this, as far as re- 
gards this bill. The question of exclusive me- 
tallie or mixed currency is not involved init. It 
is time enough to consider that question, whenever 
it shall be presented; and for one, I protest against 
the issueon this bill being extended beyond its 
legitimate provisions and necessary results. 

It has been objected to this measure, that it bas 
been decided against three times, and still the 
President has persisted in it. When, sir, I ask, and 
how has it been decided? It was first recommend- 
ed to the T'wenty-fifth Congress at its special ses- 
sion in 1837. It was then passed by the Senate, 
and in this House laid upon the table, and during 


the three sessions of that Congress, it is true, it did 
not pass this body. The Congress now in session 
is the first elected by the people in reference to that 
question, and may be regarded as tke first oppor- 
tunity the people have had to speak through their 
representatives upon the subject. How the vote 
may be, is yet to be determined, but I believe it is 
understood on all sides of the House, that a majo- 
rity have been elected to pass it into a 
law, and no belief is entertained by any one 
that it can be defeated by a fair direct vote. The 
eyes of the country are upon us—the people have 
decided the question, and expect to see their re- 


_ presentatives carry out their will by its speedy 


adoption. 

I hasten to the last proposition to consider, 

5th. The means employed to defeat the adop- 
tien cf the measure before us. 

Mr. Chairman, I shall not undertake to enume- 
rate the countless artifices and ingenious devices 
resorted to for the purpose of defeating this bill, 
and rendering it unpopular with the country. 
That were an endless task—volumes might be 
Written upon it,and months spent in recounting 
them. My main purpose is, to refer to one or two 
of those devices which have heen directed some- 
what particular to me and to the district which I have 
the honer to represent, and which I feel it a duty 
Towe as well to myself as to my constituents 
briefly to notice. 

Some time since, I learned that a printed circu- 
lar letter, signed “JOHN C. CLARK,” had found 
its way very freely among the people in that dis- 
trict, one of which was forwarded to me by a 
friendly constituent. It is headed, “Letter of the 
Honorable John C. Clark, New York, to the 
Whigs and Conservatives of Chenango and else- 
where, on the necessity of efficient political action 
and organization, in relation to the New Jersey 
eleciion, and on the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment,” the first part dated “January,” and the latter 
part, “March, 1840.” 

Commencing with the annunciation of the vast 
importance of the political campaign now opening 
upon the American people, the letter proceeds. 

“The unholy war which the Administration has waged, and 
isnow waging, against the domestic institutions and the cur- 
rency of the people, has produced not only bankruptcy and 
ruin to thousands of our industrious and enterprising citizens, 
but threatens, in the utter destruction of the values of all sorts 
of property, a general and wide spread desolation. No one 
can claim exemption from the all pervading calamity * * * * 


Ruin, in its most appalling aspects, surrounds us on every side. 
** * * In all the departments of industry reignthe gloom and 


silence of the grave.” 

A gloomy poetical picture is drawn in a sort of 
general cant, without any statement of facts or at- 
tempt at specification, of “scenes of political cor- 
ruption and official grofligacy, of contempt of law 
and order, and of disregard of official and constitu- 
tional obligation, of industry paralyzed, of fortunes 
ruined, of prospects blighted, of hopes crushed, of 
want and wretchedness, over which the good man! 
and the Christian patriot! weeps in anguish,” &c. 
After presenting this gloomy picture of the country, 
and a general tirade of abuse upon the Administra- 
tion, the writer appeals to the pockets of “those who 
happily have saved any thing from the general 
wreck,” and adroitly introduces the importanee of 
keeping up, at the Capitol, a spirited and prudently 
conducted paper,advocating the Republican doctrines 
of the Opposition! and the just claims of General 
Harrison,” &c. The Madisonian “is such a jour- 
‘nal !” &c.; then suggests that this “energetic jour- 
nal, at this central point,” “under the franks of 
members of Congress for the seven ensuing 
months,” could pervade “every nook and corner of 
the Union,” &c. Then speaks of the “many 
waste places of the political Zion to be built up,” 
and conclades that part of the letter with an appeal 
too pointed to be mistaken, in the telat Fike td 

7 ion, } i ost est “you 
E E ee 

lity.” a Agee 
- ‘Those who support the Administration, of 
whom I claim to be one, are modestly and cour- 
teously spoken of as governed by * ruthless and 
revolutionary violence of party,” and as “pliant 
and supple slaves of the palace, ever ready to do 
the bidding of their master,” &c.; as acting “by 
he relentless foree, btate force, of party;” ds a 
‘tyrannous Robespierrean majority,” &.; “tools 
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of the Administration;” “minions and slaves of 
power,” rebuked and condemned by “the voice of 
an insulted and betrayed constituency,” &c. This 
second part of the letter, in relation to the admis- 
sion of the members elected by the people of New 


Jersey, against the claims of those appointed by the : 


broad seal of the Governor, in opposition to the 
votes of the people, I am not permitted to answer 
in the discussion of this bill; but I shall take some 
suitable opportunity to do so, to the conntry, either 
verbally or by letter, and shall hold myself in rea- 
diness, on all proper occasions, to defend and jus- 
tify my votes on that question, before my_constitu- 
ents, and before a just and enlightened world. To 
this letter is added, by way of appendix, a table— 
the same, I believe, which has been introduced, in 
some shape or other, into the speech of almost 
every one opposed to this Administration, during 
this session, and almost every article from that side 
prepared for the press—giving an exhibit of the ex- 
penditures ef the Government daring the adminis- 


trations of Mr. Adams, Genera! Jackson, and Mr. | 


Van Buren, of which I shall take a passing notice 
hereafter. 


Now, sir, what is the “anholy war” and what | 
the “domestic institutions” referred to in this let- , 


ter? and what the object or at least the tendency 


of the reference? The suggestion of the Inderen- | 


dent Treasury, under the circumstances mentioned 
at the first of my remarks, when those holy instita- 


tions, the banks, had voluntarily rendered it un- ; 
Jawfal to select or continue them as the depositories, — 


is what is magnified here inte an “unholy war;” 
and the “domestic institutions” are those same 
banks which failed to comply with the conditions 
on which alone Congress had directed their selec- 
tion, but still claimed the exclusive use of the peo- 


ple’s money for their customers; and the effect, if || 
not the object of this groundless alarm cry, and in- . 
flammatory appeal, is, a combination of those in- | 
stitutions with their army of officers, stockholders, | 
and debtors, with the political action and org niza- | 
tionof party in favur of an Opposition candidate | 


for the Presidency, without any open, avowed 
principles, and enlisting them in the support of a 


trashy, partisan newspaper, to villify and misre- ; 


present the Administration, and particularly this 
measure of the people, the circulation of which is 
to be widened and enlarged by the franks of mem- 
bers of Congress to its subscribers to “every nook 
and corner of this Union,” and to every “waste 
place in the potitical Zion.” We havea cue to 
this horror-striking, panic-striking appezl to the 
banks, ina speech delivered against this bill to- 
day by the gentleman’s colleague {rom the Albany 
district (Mr. Barnarp] the sdbstance of whose re- 
mark, was, that banks are harmless, if let alone— 
that officers, stockholders, and customers of banks 
are easily managed by addressing their interests, 
and when once their political influence is enlisted, 
it is overwhe)ming and irresistible. This argument 


‘was used to show the influence of banks with the | 
Administration, and it would of course be the | 


same against it. 

Mr. Chairman, I have received a number of 
letters from constituents of mine on the subject of 
this printed letter and other documents of a similar 
character, a few extracts from some of which, will 
explain to some extent, my reason for introducing 
and commenting upon iton this occasion. 
Jetter says: 

“Our mails for the last week or ten days have been £0 over- 


Joeded with Federal speeches and pamphlets that the stages are | 
nearly broken down. A lage cart had to be sent to ——, and ` 


another to —, loaded with CLanx’s letter and Davis’s speech, 


and other such stuff as that, franked by four or five different | 


members from other States. * * More than three thousand 
of these articles have come here now ina short time. Why do 
these men trouble themselves about your constituents, and not 
attend honestly tothe business of their own? It is like the North- 
ern [States meddling with the laws and regulations ‘of the 
South. I understand that, upon the begging of CLank’s letter, 
a plan has been adopted here to get each townehip: to subscribe 
for 810 worth of isonians to be franked by the members. 
Is this the object of the franking privilege, and does the law 
or the rules of the House allow members to neglect their own 
Dusiness and spend their time in sending newspapers and othcr 
trash into other Btates?” 
Another leiter says: : 
“I think you must have a great many friends at Washington, 
or else I have. I got at the Post Office, a day or two ago, a 
phiet of Jonn C. CLARK of New York, directed to the 
Wigs and Conservatives of Chenango county, franked by “J. 
c. M.C.” A speech of Joaw Davis, franked “W. L, 
ronas, M. C.” (Connecticut jand a life of General Harrison 


One |; 


» some fellow you had got to write for yov and had cheated you, 


! him for his kindness. 


i Clark’s pamphiet” as he calls it, in which he 


-darkness and politizal death.” I do not know, how- 
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with a horse and log cabin on it, franked by “R. GARLAND,” 
[Lovisiana.] lsend you the franks. I thought I was highly 


„honored, or that these men were assisting you, and wanted to 


make you popular; but when I come to look at my books, T 
didn’t read them much. I found they were too much humbug.” 

Another | :tter states the receipt of a speech of 
Mr. Davis, and proceeds : 

“Isoon found it did not suit me—that it was a Federal speech 
grossly misrepresenting our S- nator BUCHANAN about reducing 
wages. [had received Mr. BucHANAN’s spevch a few days be 
fore from you, and had read it with satisfaction; and soon saw 
that Davis was trying to mislead, and turn his own charge 
as if it had been the argument of M`. B. I thought there must 
be some trick about it, having at first supposed 1 got it from : 

ou, and lonked at the wrapper and found it was endorsed “J. + 

RUMBLE, M.E.” [of Connecricut.} 1 thought he might be | 


and send you a 
him, &c.” 
Another asks: 
“Do you know J. W. ALLEN, {of Ohio,] whose name F send | 
you as {ranked upon a Federal speech directed to me? I do | 
not know him, and yet he sent me this trash. If you know ; 
him, tell him for mə to send it some place else. Ido nut thank + 
Ktisnogoatall!? — i 
Another letter mentions the receipt of “John ©. | 


piece of the wrapper that you might detect 


says: 

“ He epeaks of distress and ruin, and begging subscriptions 
to the Madisonian, and promising toe frank it to subscribers. Is 
that a proper and suitable business for a member of Congress? 
What does he mean by “ Conservatives?’ 1 believe it means 
those that profess one thing and practise another—pretend tobe ' 
Democrats, but act with the Federalists; in Scripture style 
“ wolves in sheep's clothing.” I thought there must be some 
roguery about ths some how, and send youa pieceofthe wrap- | 
per with the name on it—loads of them are sent here, but 
people do not read them much, except to condemn them.” 


I bave received several oiher such communica- 
tions—I exhibit the franks [holdiag them out] as 
sent me, and have no doubt they are genuine as 
they purport. I am sorry the gentleman from the 
Chenango district of New York, as well as well 
as all the other gentlemen referred to are out of 
their seats, I suppose as good “Christian patriots” 
“weeping in anguish over political prospects 
blighted,” “of hopes crushed,” and still busily ens 
gaged forwarding cart loads of speeches, &c. to 
the “waste placesin the political Zion,” farnish- 
ing food to political souls that sit in the “gloom of 


ever, why the district I have the honor to repre- 
sent here, should be so peculiarly regarded as a 
“wast place in the political Zion,” as to require to 
be “illumined with the light” imported all the 
way fiom Louis‘ana, Connecticut, New York, and 
Ohio. Ican assure my friends who have volun- 
teered to aid me in ministering to that supposed 
“dark region,” that here are gentlemen, residents 
there of the same political creed with them, who 
would not lose in comparison with the honorable | 
letter writing gentleman himself; ard who con- 
sider themselves fully competent to sustain their | 
creed by every argument of which it is susceptible, 
and will certainly not feel very highly compliment- 
ed by the appellation of “waste place,” and “vast 
region sitting: in gloom, &c.” given to the region 
within the sphere of their action—gentlemen for 
whom I entcriain the highest regard, and with 
whom, it gives me pleasnre to say, although poli- 
tically opposed, I have always associated on the 
best terms of personal friendship and confidence. 
This I say, as they well know, not for the purpose 
of conciliating political favor, but asa matter of | 
justice. There are in that district three energetic 
political journalsof the same creed, the editor of 
one of which was a delegate to the great Harris- 
burg Convention in December last. There are 
alzo three banks, close by one of which, the direc- 
tors and their friends some time since raised a 
city log cabin, after the manner commenced in this 
city and followed out by the bankers ia other cities 
—the highest evidence, I presome, in the estima- 
tion of some, of the streams of political intelligence 
and light which fluw there. Besides,I have my- 
selfj not been entirely unmindful of those oppos:d 
tome in that district, in supplying a number of 


my own expense, in opposition to this very bill, at 
least up to the time when I learned that others had 
volunteered that service. I suppose it is not my 
place to inquire, yet I could scarcely avoid asking, 
if the gentlemen wer2 here, how the expenses of | 
printing, &c. of such loads of speeches are paid? 
The speeches I have sent to my constituents have 
cost me from §2 to 93 per hundred, and at that 
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sums to enlighten the ‘dark region” and “waste 
place” [ represent, and I do not know I shall re. 
pay them that, beside their entire time devoted to 
my constituents instead of their own, in sending 
correct information among them. Perhaps the 
banks could tell something about this. By some 
of the envelopes sent to me, I discover there must 


i! be clerks employed, as the endorsements are ina 
' different hand writing from the franks, and all that 


my friends seem to have to do, is, to write their 


: names. 


rate, my kind friends must have expended large | 


I shall not now enter into any discussion of the 
propriety or impropriety and indelicacy of an ho- 
norable} membr writing, and having printed for 
circulation, a circular letter impeaching the con- 
duct and impugning the motives and hcnor of his 
fellow-members, applying to their acts and conduct 
reproachful and disrespect‘u] terms, such as “pliant 
tools,” ‘minions and slaves of power,” ‘‘doing the 
bidding of their master, &c.’—designating them 
either by name or other means by which they may 
be clearly known, and sending cart loads of such 
circular, either with cr without an ‘‘and elsewhere,” 
which like my Lord Lititle:on’s &c. covereth a 
great deal, into a district represented by one thus 
designated, even out of his own State. I leave 
that to be determined by those who are ca- 
pable of distinguishing between an honorable act 
and the contrary. It has perhaps one merit; 
that of novelty. I never knew it done be- 
fore. I have never done so myself, nor do 
I believe the intelligent constituency whom 
Irepresent, of any party, would justify or even 
excuse me in thus devoting my time and attention 
here, nor consider ita part of my public duties; 
others of course act for themselves, according to 
their own sense of propriety and duty. 

In this letter, and other speeches and documents, 
with which the couniry has been flooded, by the 
untiring efforts of those opposed to this measure 
and the Administration, its friends have been re. 
presented as urging it on the ground that it would 
reduce the prices of products and wages of labor. 
As stated in the letter of one of my correspondents 
in relation to Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Davis, the 
measure is charged as having the effect of injuring 
the laboring portion of society—this is rebutted by 
the friends of the bill, by showing that whatever 
operation it shall have upon the general currency, 
is to render it more regular and steady, and conse- 
quently affording a greater protection to the work- 
ing classes and small dealers, who have not the 
means of anticipating the fluctuations to which an 
unlimited and unrestrained paper circulation is 
subject. Those who make the charge, instead of 
furnishing the proof or argument to sustain it, or 
to demcenstrate any error in the reply to it, tam 
round and represent their very charges which they 
themselves have made, as the arguments used by 
those upon whom they have made them. Is this 
fair? No honest man will say it is. Sir, I deny 
that it is either the object or the effect of this bill to 


| injure the wages of labor, but on the contrary to 


improve and better their condition, by averting the 
alternate expansions and contractions of bank pa- 
per circulation. It is a settled maxim of political 
economy, proved by long experience, tha! none 
suffer so much from the changes in the amount of 
circulating medium as the laboring men—their 
wages are the last fo rise by an expansion, and 
among the first to fall by a contraction. The 
effect of an expansion upon the laboring classes 
is beautifully and truly illustrated by Pre- 
sident Jackson in his last annual message, from 
which I extract this sentence: 

“It is not until the prices of the necessaries of life become so 


dear that the laboring classes cannot supply their wants out of 
their wages, that their wages rise, &c.”? 


The effect of the contraction is equally unjust 


3 ! to them—one effect of this measure, as we belie 
them with the most approved speechet, boughtat | ` ? believe, 


will be to correctthis to some extent at least, That 
the circulation has been reduced since 1837 by the 
contractions of the banks upwards of $40,000,000 
we have seen—the necessary effect of this is to re- 
duce prices, (and as has been shown, it would have 
been much worse with a United States Bank,) and 
this is the ruin and distress which has been pre- 
sented to the country in such glowing colors—the 
effect, as the orators and letter writers will have it, 
of the Independent Treasury, not yet passed 
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law. Why this alarming picture of rain and gene- 
ral calamity and distress which we find in the let- 
ters, speeches, and documents, sent all over the 
country? Is it for the purpose of producing discon- 
tent in the public mind, and inducing the persua- 
sion with the people that they cannot be placed in 
a worse situation by a change of men and mea- 
sures, and that they can thus be induced ignorantly 
and unthinkingly to rush in desperation into a 
change, without inquiring into the principles of 
those who urge the induction of an Administration, 
whose principles are withheld from the public eye, 
and who rely upon the meritorious grounds alone 
of a generous confidence? Is it for the same rea- 
son, and with the expectation of misleading the 
people, that the expenses of the Government for 
the last few years are paraded in almost every 
speech sent abroad, in unfavorable com- 
pariscn with those of twelve or fifteen years 
since? Who does not know, upon a limited 
reflection and knowledge of our Constitu- 
tion, that the mere aggregate amount of the 
expenses of the Government fs no evidence of ex- 
travagance or profligacy of the Executive branch, 
nor indeed against any of the branches of the Go- 
vernment? In order to furaish any grounds of 
charge against the Executive, it is necessary to 
show one of two things; either that there was no ap- 
propriation by law to warrant the expenses, or that 
there was a waste or injudicious application of the 
money. Has either been attempted? It is not 
pretended. For one, I protest against a charge pre- 
ferred against the Executive, which implies a sur- 
render of the rights and powers of this body, and 
for the exercise of which the legislature alone is re- 
sponsible; were the propriety and policy of the 
legislation by which the expenses were incurred, 
strictly examined, it could be satisfactorily shown 
that the great increase of pensions, the improve- 
ment of harbors, your ten millions for the Florida 
war, the payment of the debt of the District of Co- 
lumbia, and numerous other large items since 1898, 
were all necessary and proper—and if any one of 
those who have raised this charge against the Pre- 
sident will point out a single appropriation, to 
which he objects, I shall undertake to show that it 
was voted for by a majority of their own party 
friends in this body. 

Thasten to conctade—I entertain no doubt of the 
passage of this bill—the people have decreed it, and 
it will be done; I believe those who are to come 
after us will heartily approve it—fally appreciate 
and long enjoy the blessings of an Indepeaden’ 
Treasury. i 


SPEECH OF MR. HUBBARD, 
OF ALABAMA. : k 
Representatives, June 2 ie —On 


In the House of 
the Independent Treasury 


Mr. Caaraman: Sinful man has in 


at all times been found unwilling to’ Zerform his 
daty, and “earn his bread in the swe#fof his face.” 
Scheme after scheme has been tried to throw of 


‘the burden from ourselves, and to place it on 
others; and the few have ever sought to ru’e and 
plunder the many. And for this purpose every 
age has had scme strong, deep, and powerfal move- 
ment, that has, as it were, marked the era, and 
given a peculiar stamp upon the history of 
-the nations for ‘the’ time. Kingeraft and priest 
eraft have each bad their day of undisputed plunder. 
They have tried it singly, and tried united, and 
they have been compelled to take into copartnership 
every powerful interest which has grown up in the 
midst, and which had the same object in view. 
The first has grounded a claim to power under the 
pretext of protecting the persons, whilst the other 
has vainly presumed to save the soals of the muhi- 
tades they robbed. Every passion in the haman 
bosom has been appealed to and called into action, 
‘to aid them in their purposes, At times they resort 
to war and conqnes!; again to the more quiet, but 
more sure methed of plundering their own people; 
armies are uscd as instruments in the one, and 
Courts, sheriffs, bailiffs, and tithe-gatherers in the 
T. : en ` 
‘ The art of printing having exposed the fraudn- 


-lent pretensions of kingeraft and priestcraft, these 
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plunderers of nations have united their art with 
what they have pleased to call the great paper 
credit system—the art of making mere paper pass 
as motey—and this, sir, may properly enough be 
termed bankcrait, for it is emphatically the age of 
corrupt banking, the issuing of paper bills to circu- 
late as money, when in fact and truth those who 
put them out have no money—the art of making 
something valuable to support idleness and luxury, 
out of that which has no value—not making wealth 
or property by labor, but using paper bills to trans- 
fer the wealth and labor of the mul:itades to the 
uses of the few, without labor—sponging up the 
fruits of toil and industry, and squeezing it out into 
the lap of luxury, fraud, and chicanery. 

No language, sir, is too strong to mark our re- 
probation of the practice of banking without capi- 
tal, or above the capital. It is a corrupt system of 
the present age, where all the ingenuity of the great- 
est talent has been called into exercise for the pur- 
pose of obtaming from property holders and la- 
borers the greatest possible amount of their earnings 


| and possessions, and to let them know as little as pos- 


sible how it is managed. And, sir, whilst this has 
been going on, it has alzo been part of the scheme 
to excite in the minds of the multitude such an ad- 
miration for wealth, and even the appearance of 
wealth, as to induce them to overlook the means by 
which it has been obtained; and they therefore the 
more readily submit to the plunder, without at- 
tempting to examine the system. 

I propose now to examine the system, and to 
show beyond question the impossibility of multi- 
plying money by paper bills, and to make such 
bills circulate instead of real money, and answer 
its purposes, where there is no real money; or to 
make them circulate in amounts exceeding the real 
money of the conntry, without inflicting certain 
and inevitab’e injury upoa laborers and holders of 
property, and the gradual and eventual prostration 
of both. It may enrich the paper man, but cannot 
benefit either the laborer, or the man who has pro- 
perty liable for debts, and which can be taken to 
sati:fy executions. I propose now to maké this 
proof; and to give the friends of banks on this floor 
a fair opportunity of answering, if able, my argu- 
ments. I will make my statements so plain and 
simple, that if I err or mistake, the most common 
anderstanding shall see my error. 

I therefore take my friend from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Roexas,] the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Hu] who sits by me, and is a bank man, and my- 
self, and suppose that we three set oat in life to- 
gether, under just such laws as we now have, but 
without banks, and that each had worked for and 
obtained one dollar, with which we could, by lend- 
ing it out one year, gain six cents apiece. Now if 
we should be equally prudent and industrious, we 
would get along pretty much alike, if no improper 
interference should take place to give one the ad- 
vantage. But let Government interfere, and make 
me a banker, with power to issue three paper dol- 
lars out on interest for my one collar; exempt my 
private property from paying my corporate debts, 
whilst their property continued liable for their 
debis; letme pay my taxes in my paper, and make 
them pay theirs in specie or in my notes; and, 
finally, give me the use of their taxes as well as 
that of the whole community, to lend out again 
three for one, and put the interest intomy own 
pocket, the gentlemen will soon discover how fast 
Ishall become rich and elevated by corporate 


| power, whilst themselveg and the community be- 


come peor and degraded by its plundering effects, 
I turn my dollar ivto three of paper, and lend for 
eighteen cents, and I pay my taxes with my own 
paper; these gentlemen, who were just a little while 
ago my equals, can now enly lend their dollar for 
six ceots,and must pay their taxes in specie, or 
bow down to me and pay me tribute for my notes 
to pay their taxes. If they pay specie, it comes 


‘into my hands, and I lend out for my private gain 


three times the amount in my notes. Would the 
gentlemen quietly lcok on and bear it in their own 
cases? Jf not, how can they make their constitu- 
ents bear such injustice? : 

‘But, sit, this is not all. If it requires five of 
their six cents interest to support them, and five 
cents to support me, they would have each one 
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ceut left, wh'i-t, frem tze rame Zollar, 1 would 
have thirteen; I weu'd ther, besg banker, besides 
all the advantages from usins their taxcs and that 
of the community for my pr yate gaiu, have thir- 
teen times as muck income finw my dollar as they, 
by law, could get fer theirs—t would, therefore, in 
the scale of importance, so fur es wealth is con- 
cerned, become equ} io Uurecn sah mens Woud 
they like thai? Vothinknon Bat, rc, bad as this 
may appear, it isnot the waist part of the eases 
for let any calamity happen ty raca, Ly which they 
casnot mect a debt which falls cue, their houses, 
lands, stock, and implemezts of trade ot husbandry, 
are levied upon and suli ios ay the debt, whilst “a 
run,” as it is called, upon rmy bani, takes out my 
doliar to the first one who evils for it with my note, 
and my private preperty cannot de touched for my 
corporate debt; the to'ders, therefore, of the other 
two paper bil's go unpaid untii the pecple I loaned 
pay me. If they pay promptly, they frequently 
have to suffer great losses, in forcing property into 
the market; if they don’t pay prompily, the bills de- 
preciate, aad the holders suffer the loss, but I still 
get my full interest. If they never pay mea cent, 
the bank breaks, the holders of the bil's are swine 
died, but my ptivate property being exempt from 
corporate debts, I remain unharmed amidst the 


; Pressure and ruin created for my exclusive benefit, 
, The same notes having been in active circulation, 


may have been the cause of many debts and trans- 
fers of property, out of whica transactions suits 
spring up, costs accrue, executions issue, specie be 
demanded, and a community sacrificed, whilst I 
am sufe and snug, my private property bought, 
perhaps, with these corporate notes, excmpt by pri- 
vilege from sale. Would the gentleman from 
Virginia like this? And were he the holder of my 
bills, in such cases, would he still adaere to the sys- 
tem? Would he be willing to see me grow rich 
thirteen times as fast as himsel’ and neighbors, 
upon the same capital, by a privilege conferred 
upon me, and denied to them? Or would be bear 
to see me riot upon luxuries whi h weze the fruits 
of his aad their taxes, extorted from their hard 
earnings by corporate privileges, and the u-e given 
to me, whilst I would not even pay my’ corporate 
debts? Would he bear the working of the system 
in all of its enormities, as here described? And 
wouid heimpese it on his constituents and posteri- 
ty? [iknow he willsay that he woud not, if the 
system worked as I have stated; but Le will deny 
that it does so operate, and that three to one is too 
much to issue. Very weil, sir; let him have it, two 
to one, and I make seven cents clear to his one 
cent; aud if only oné and a half to one, I make four 
cents to his one; in which I should only be equal to 
seven such men, or Tour such men as he, as the 
case might be. In my opinion, sir, there is no grade 
of intellect which can success‘ul!v overthrow or re- 
fute the positions here laid down; and I challenge 
the gentleman fiom Viiginia, and the whole of the 
friends of paper issues for cieniatioa 7s money, to 
deny their correctness in principie. They may £l- 
lege that [have over esiim:ted the extent of the 
evils; but none can truly denv but that the inherent 
mischief in the system itseif is in proportion tp’ the 
excess of paper issued above the amount of capital 
held. And, sir, whilst they maintain that three to 
one is too high an estimate, | allege ihat it docs not 
exceed the average rate of banking in the United 
States; and when you consider that this re ates to 
what is called honest binking only, if you will ine 
elude all sorts, you wil! find that instead of over-es- 
timating the system, I have not even more than 
hinted at its enormities. Be oie 
And let me here remark, that the principle is the 
same, whether the money employed ‘id banking be 
one dollar, a million, or hu ndreds of millions; 
whether the power, privileges, and’ exemptions are 
conferred upon cne, an hundred, or thousand per- 
suns, cr whether the bsnking ig done under a char- 
ter from a singls State, or the United States. The 
effect upon labur and property is the same, to the 
extent it is carried on; and to dispute here among 
ourselves, which is’ best, or which ought to have 
the people’s taxes to. sustain and strengthen them, 
with the view of proteciing our constituents against 
the mischievous action of the others, would be 


about ag wise ċn our partas a set of farmers and 
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husbandmen would act, whose Aveks and herds 


bad been devoured by wild beasts, and who should 
quarrel among themselves, whether it was not bet- 
ter to let the hon into the fold, te regulate the bear, 
the panther, the wolf, and the wildcat. [tis true 
that some of them might argue something like my 
colleague over the way (Mr. DeLLET}] in tavor of 
a Natiooa! Bank, that the lion,by having the choice 
of food for eight years, (as the bank had from 1816 
to 1824) would become so strong and grow so great, 
that the other beasts would be compelied to keep 
out of his way; and that by living upon the lean 
and feeble of the flock, or picking only bones of 
the lion's carcasses, they would soon become too 
weak to devour the fatter portion, which had the 
hon’s protection, nor forthe benefit of the flock, 
however, bat for the benefit of the royal beast. 
And, sir, this argument would be fu'ly as sen- 
sible as the one so often used by the Whigs, that 


a National Bank, by giving to it the pecple’s : 


taxes, could regulate not only the appetites of its 
own stockholders and managers, but also the ap- 
petites of the managers and stockholders of every 
other description of banks, together with the whole 
brood of shavers, brokers, and dealers in this 
great paper credit system; and who, without the 
aliment tarnished by the people’s taxes, would be 
compelled either to work or follew some other 
pursuit, less injarious to the country. 

Itis my present purpose to establish, by facts 
that cannot be controverted, that banks and bank- 
ing, as conducted in the present day, are con- 
ducted upon the principles of plundering the great 
mass of the people. That, in pursuit of this ob- 
ject, they have produced the present embarrass- 
meats in the country—tbat it is the system cf false 
banking of the age, and not our system of Re- 


pedlican Government, which bas produced the | 
disorders in our moneyed concerns, so generally | 
and esroneonsly charged upon Democracy, with |. 
the view, as I verily believe, on the part cf many | 

rsons, to render our people dissatisfied with our 


‘orm of Government. 
the late Bank of the United States bas been so 
much an object of admiration with the great Whig 


party, amd as,as a party, they are again trying ` 
with all their power, might, and influence, to esta- | 


Dtish another, I shall also erdeavor to show how 
that great machine was set in motion; how it was 
condacted; how much its stockholders made out 
of the people’s tares; and what amount its mara- 
gers and principal borrowers probably mace oat cf 
the cotton, flour, tobacco, and other great produc- 
tions of the country, by means of contractions and 
expansions. e 
eonsider, Mr. Chairman, that the following 
facts have been established in this debate beyond 
question: 
First. That for fifty years past banks have con- 
stantly beer upon the increase, both in England 
where for one bundred and fifty years they have 
a National Bank to regulate currency) and in 
the United States, where for forty years of the 
time we have had a Regulator. 
_ Secondly. That periodical fluctuations in trade, 
aad embarrassment and distress, have been com- 
mon to both countries. 
Thirdly. That when crops of banks, like mush- 
rooms, spridg up iu either country, and make paper 
money plenty, men to a great extent abandon indus- 


trious pursuits, some expecting to live by trade, and | 


others irying to get along alone upon borrowing 


paper money, to buy the pradacis of other countries | 


to live upon, and so bring their own in debt. 
__ Fourthly. That bank paper being in such cases 
always not receivable in foreign countries, where 
the debts are due, specie is taken from the banks, 
and carried abroad to pay the debts, and the greater 
pertion of these banks are cut down. The people, 
ben, of the country in debt, are compelled to go to 
work, and to rely upon their labor and other in- 
dastrious pursuits, and from the produce of their 
farms pay off the debts. Having in this manner 
worked the nation out of debt, (for banks, although 
they can bring them in debt, never bronght them 
out,) and matters become easy, called gocd times, 
those who live by bankcraft get more charters, and 
raise another crop ef banks, which lend out to every 
bedy, as bofore, and get interest upon all the paper 


| 


| 
1! great lords in their ancient splendor, increase the 
: number of their dependants, and with it their 


And, Mr. Chairman, as :: 
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they can put eff upon the country, until the foreign 
debt again carries off the specie, and breaks up the 
banks. That this is the means used by bankcraft 
to plunder a nation of its labor; that it is carried cn 
in England for the same purpose; that the distress 
is greater in that country, at this time, where 
they have a ‘great regulator,” than it is in our 
country, where they have none; that the peo- 
ple of that country don’t charge their distress to 
a Sub-Treasury, or want of a regulator with us, 
but all charge it truly to their own banks, and only 
differ as to which has injured them most, the 
“great regulator,” or the “httle robbers,” that won't 
be regula‘ed. 

It is also proven here in this debate,that the system 
is increasing in France, and other countries con- 
nected with England in commerce, and is every 
where subject to the same law of contractions and 
expansions. 

kt is impcssible to reason upon these facts with- 
ous being astonished that statesmen who represent 
the great interesis of labor and property, should 
not at a glance discover that paper money was an 
invention to obtain the means of the many for the 
uses of the few; and that it must inevitably de- 
vour the substance of the great body of the people, 
and never ought to be tolerated or allowed, unless 
upon such principles as woald divide out again all 
that was made ia interest to the whole people, to 
go instead cf taxes. If Governments must have 
banks, and take the pecple’s taxes to bank upon, 
they have a lawful risht to all the profit made 
upon these laxes; and the giving to any purpose 
but the whole, is a fraud and violation of the 
terms upon which we have agreed to associate to- 
gether. 

The French Republic gave the greatest blow 
to kingeraft and priesterait, by cutting up the 
great landed estates, and dividing them out again, 
which :o increased the number, and reduced 
the sizes, that they were not sufficient to support 
the noblemen in that style of splendor usual in 
the’ surrounding menarchies. The nation there- 
fore began tv thick earnestly of a more cheap and 
Democratic form of Government; but Lovis 
Philippe and his ministers, with the sagacity and in- 
s'incts of men who love power, and fear to lose 
it, have resorted to corporate privileges as the 
means of restoring the craft to its former 
condition, by collecting together in large masses the 
property of the nation, that it may sapport the 


power. And shali we, sir, who are the representa- 
tives of freemen, bound by our oaths to cary on a 
Republican Government, and to support the princi- 
ples of our glorious Revolution; shall we, I say, be 
guilty of the madness and folly of adopting the 
same system to benefit the many, which the philo- 
rophers and statesmen of France have adopted 


‘ for their plunder and degradation, and the elevation 


of the privileged few? Does any man who has 
examined the system in the least, doubt that it 
will have this effec? If there is, let him look at 
another undisputed fact. Is it not proven by in- 
formation laid upon our tables, that the banks of 
the United States, together, have in gold and sil- 


ver only about forty-five millions of dollars, and that ` 


they have loaned out upon this sum nearly five 
hundred and twenty-five millions, upon which the 


people pay at least six per cent. interest annually, i 


amounting to over thiry-one mi:lions of dollars, 
being at the rate of seventy-five dollars interest for 
each hundred dollars of real money? And all this 
sum is paid out by the working people alone, to 
save those who have to send or carry money to dis- 
tant places the trouble of having to carry the specie 
with them. It has been again and again proven 
that the paper does not add one cent to the real mo- 
ney on hand; and can any man wonder that so 
much interest, paid for the use of so little money, 
should eat up the substance of those who pay iu? In 
fact, it would, in a very short lime, consume the 
property of the great body ef the people, were it 
not that these same paper lenders are like many of 
the keepers of whiskey shops, the “best customers 
-at their own tap-rooms,” and frequently get so rich 
by borrowing their own money, that they can afford 
a style of living which makes them unable to pay 
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themselves, and have but the last fashionable ex- 
cure left them for their disasters; that is, to turn 
Whig, and charge it to the Administration. | 
know, sir, a number of cases of this description. 
Having, Mr. Chairman, examined into the 
system generally, I proceed now to examine into 
that part of it sapported by my colleague [Mr. DeL- 
LET] and other gentlemen, asa substitute for this 


| billa United States Bank. And I here state, in 


advance, thatallof this clamor about regulating 
currency, &c. &e. has its origin and foundation in 
a desire to get hold of the public taxes, that a few, 
comparatively, may make their private fortunes 
out of the interest made by lending them out; that 
it will give a power to the directory to speculate in 
stocks and property, by making money scarce and 
plenty at pleasure, and that all of the stockholders 
will unite with the manufac'nrers and other great 
schemes of making the money of the whole support, 
in extravagance and splenior, the few; and that 
none of those who appear so solicitous fora Na- 
tional Bank to regulate exchanges, can care any 
thing about exchanges alone; for if thev did, some 
of them would have propo-ed a scheme for using 
the public deposites for this purpose, which could 
be done ata very low rate, ifthey were used for 
this parpose and no other. But this would not 
give the interest made upon the public meney for 


' the private use of stockholders, and nothing but the 


: suffering people could adopt, was resorted to. 


full use—the banking nse—ot these taxes, will serve 
gentlemen, such as the stockholders of the late 
United States Bank had and enjoyed. 

This bank was chartered atatime when the 
banks in New York, and south and west of that 
point, were none of them paying specie. It could 
not, theretore, go into operation without some 
contrivance to get the specie out of the banks, and 


i it could not make war upon all at once. The 
| managers, therefore, hit upon the plan of uniting 


with some to plunder the others. ‘They persuaded 
allto resume specie payments; but, to secure this 
object, they agreed to lend their credit to 
such banks in New York, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, and Richmond, as would resume—about two 
millions to each New York and Philadelpbia, one 
million to Baltimore, and half a million to Rich- 
mond. All south and west of these points were to 
be plundered. Money soon became very plenty; 
every thing went up; and the banks South and 
West thought they could not only resume, but ex- 
pand. They were soon ripped up, and their specie 
taken. Then commenced the scenes of ruin and 
insolvency, fall of prices, and distress throughout 
the West and South, that has beea so feelingly por- 
trayed ia the memorials of the different Legisla- 
tures, which have been read on this floor, at dif- 
ferent periods, from 3817 to 1825, all of which 
looked to a National Bank as the cause of their 
embarrassments; some describing ils blighting ef- 
fects as worse than the locusts of Egypt. Every 
legislative experiment, short of revolution, that a 
Re- 
lief laws, ia every form, were tried; old courts and 
new courts, ia Kentucky; taxing branches to keep 
them out of some States, and property and stay 
laws in others: and yet noone State, amidst this 
period of suffering and embarrassment, ever 
ahought of charging the Government with being 
the cause. 

A tariff was gotten up, in 1824, expressly on the 
ground that the distresses of the country were in- 
tolerable, and had never before been equalled. 
This is the testimony of the Senator from Ken- 
tacky, (Mr. Cray,] and of his colleague here, 
{Governor Porz,] who has proposed to charter 
another National Bank. None of these distin- 
guished men, up to 1825, had found out what pro- 


| duced our difficulties; bus when the people of the 


nation, by hard work, until 1832, had paid off our 


i foreign debts, these same. plunderers not only de- 


nied being the cause of our debts, but actually set 
up the claim made by my colleague here, of hav- 
ing paid the public and private debts of the Union, 
and began again their system of lending and plun- 
dering. 

We will, however, go upon facts not disputed, 
and take the testimony of the two Whig witnesses 


-from Kentucky, just named, and fix upon the be- 


ginning of the year 1825 as the time when the great 
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regulator, having devoured or subdaed the other 
banks of the country, kindly took the affairs into 
its hands; and when, accordiog to the poetry 
of my collergue, the Genius of Pienty appeared in 
our land, and began to distribute her favors emong 
our people; which was continued until 1832, be- 
ing a period of eight years, when she became 
frightened at Gen. Jackson’s veto, and let fall her 
horn, and fled from the land, and, according to the 
fancy of my colleague, won’t come back again un- 
til you build her another marble palace, and put 
the people's taxes into it, that she may again cis- 
tribute ttem “ever and anon, to her favorites.” 
Bat it is woul, Mr. Chairman, to have to relate 
what, according to Whigery, has happened since 
that veto; for alihough the country was then ruin- 
ed, past all cure, it has been ruined seven times 
since: First, by the removal of the deposites; se- 


cond, by the Specie Circular; third, by electing Mc. | 


Van Buren President, and four times more by this 
bill, which proposes to break off all connecticn be- 
tween the Government and banks, and which, sir, 
has so much alarmed those who want the public 
taxes to live upon,and who will have to go to work 
if they cannot get them. This I think is abcuta 
fair statement of the condition of things and opi- 
nions during the reign cf the regulator, and since. 

I will now go back and show what the bank 
made for its stockholders by its charter; what out 
of the depcsites; and what the managers and great 
borrowers probably made out of planters, farmers, 
and others, by making money scarce and buying, 
and then making it plenty and selling. I don’t 
say that the managers did do this, but they have 
been charged with it, and their loans and discounts 
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ple’s taxes—the current was got up for the stock- 
holders of the Bank, the manufacturers come next, 
and finally States, companies, cities, and districts, 
all pressed inwards to Congress fcr money. All 
were aided by the Bank, because the higher the 
taxes, the larger the amount of deposites in the 
Bank to be leaned at interest for stockholders; the 
higher the taxes upon foreign goods, the higher 
manufacturers cou'd sell their work; and higher 
the taxes, the more money to divide out in roads, 
canals, dry docks, light-houses, and making har- 
bors. And the three great currents, of National 


: Bank, tariff, and internal improvements, having | 
united into one current, which was called the Ame- | 


rican system, and which set so strong and steady 
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was collected and divided out, statesmen abandon- | 
ed the interests of constituents, to ride upon the — 


storm, which having spent itself, left them a great 


. distance from the path of duty, and makes it now 


so hard to get back. 
But let us now look at the effect. Internal im- 
provement got of the people’s money about twenty- 


| five millions of dollars, but few of which will ever 


return. The Bank got deposites, which they 
loaned at interest, as they loaned other mo- 
ney, made them between 1817 and 1833, a little 
upwards cf forty-four millions; and no one can 
tell how much the tariff made to the manu- 
facturers. It is sufficient to state, that from 
1816 to 1840, dividing the time into three 


' periods of eight years each, the first would com- 


have been so made as to lead to this conclusion; | 


and they certainly had the power, and if they did 


not use it, they might have done so successtully. 
The first great operation was of the stockjob- 
bing class. It was a scheme of the Bank di- 
Tectors, to raise the price of the sfock very high, 
to sell out for profit, For this purpose, an agent 
was sent to London, who was directed to pro- 
vide for the payments of the dividends due 
upon stock held in England, at that place, at the 
risk and expense of the Bank. The Government 
and citizens of the United States did not by this ar- 
rangement receive as much dividend on their stock, 
by the difference in exchange, as foreigners, which 
carried mach of the stock abroad, and it was run 
up to one hundred and fifty-six dollars per share, 
of one handred paid in. The parties, whose views 
were accomplished by this operation, sold out, and 
made the rise in price by the speculation. And if 
they sold the, greater part, which is no doubt the 
true state of the case, made some twelve millions 
of dollars out of the mere charter of incorporation. 
{t was soon found that the Bank had been so bad- 
ly managed that the stock again fell to ninety-se- 
ven dollars on the share, and those who bought at the 
high prices found themselves dupes to the amount 
of fifty-nine dollars upon each share. This mode of 
making millions, by subscribing for stock and sell- 
ing it out, is not known to the farmers and work- 
ing people in the Uni-ed States, upon whose credit 
it was got up; and I question whether the constitu- 
ents of many of us would agree to give them ano- 
ther charter for the same purprse. 

I know my colleague will talk of the bonus of 
one anda half million; but, sir, it is seen here to 
have been but a mere trifle to give fer this 
“first haul of the great drag net.” The great 
regulator, however, got so much out of repair 
and credit by this drag, that it could not make 
but a few dividends until after Mr. Cheves had 
worked upon it seme years, and not then until it 
had lost to the people upwards of two millions on 
dividends, that ought and would have been 
made for the pecple, but for the stockjobbing af- 
fair alladed to. In 1824, however, another set of 
men began to desire an interest in the public taxes 
and the steckholders of the National Bank and the 

- manufacturers united to piunder the people, and, 
according te the language of the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, [Mr. Seragant,] about the law of 
storms, “when a current was once got up and 
moving, all similar currents press inwards and up- 
wards, bringing with it all lighter and moveable 
materials.” So with thig movement to get the peo- 
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vors so bountifally, it was only among her bank, 


promise the period agreed upen by all hands as 
the one when the Bank had no control, being the 
period of time when it was badly conducted, the 
next eight years, from 1824 tə 1832, when the 
Bank was vetoed, the Bank had undisputed sway; 
and had two high tariffs to raise money, and put 
in its vaults; the next period of eight years, from 
the veto until the present year, has been filed with 
Whig lamentations and cries of distress. Now, 
let us see what it is all about; what facts have they 
to bellow about. Cotton, tobacco, and flour, in 
the United States sold for almost double the price 
between 1816 and 1824, which was given from 
1824 to 1832, and sold for greatly more from 1832 
to 1840 than from 1824 to 1832. All of the sta- 
pies were lower in 1831, before the veto of the 
Bank, than they have been during either of the pe- 


‘riods named. This is not all, sir; the tables of 


prices on our tables, made up from merchants’ 
books in Mobile, Boston, Philadelphia, and Fayet'e- 
ville, North Carolina, duritg those periods, nst 


only show these facts, which no one can dispute, | 


but we have proof also. negroes were lower, by an 
average of nearly two hundred dollars. per. head, 
during the greater part of the undisputed sway of 
the Bank and tariffs. But, sir, there are more and 
better proofs yet behind. Your custcm-honse 
books, showing the commerce of the nation, show 
the same facts. In South Carolina and Georgia, 
the value of their exports were as follows: 
From 1816 to 1824, Georgia, $52,636,717 
Do Scuth Carolina, 68 341,842 


$120.978.559 


From 1824 to 1832 Georgia, 


35,742,052 
Do South Carolina, 63,614,600 
Do Alabama, 11,653,759 


$111,010,408- 

And from 1832 to 1849, Georgia, $68,927,501 
Do Sonth Carolina, 89,000 000 

Do Alabama, - 48,317,261 


— 


$206.244,762 


making the exports of Georgia and South Caroli- 
na alone, from 1816 to 1824, exceed that of the 


same States, with Alabama added, from 1824 to. | 


to 1832, by nearly ten millions of dollars, and 
making the exports from the three States in the last 


period exceed that of the middie period upwards of |; 


ninety-five millions; which prove that the Genius 
of Plenty, of whose kindness my colleague spoke 
in such eloquent strains, if she did bestow her fa- 


+ 
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tariff and internal improvement favorites. She 
never got South with her horn, if we are to believe 
the dry naked tables of facts and figures, presented 
by merchants’ sale books and custom-house re- 
turns. 

Ít may be asked, Mr. Chairman, how I account 
for the present period of great embatrassments? It 


| is plain and easy to a man who has looked on, and 
: disposed to give his mind fair play. The first 
| period of bank expansions, from 1817 to 1824, made 


great 


the people extravagant, as they always will be when 
they can get money abundantly without working for 
it, and when their (amiliescan buy goods abundant- 
ly on long credits. This was the harvest of papèr mo- 


|, ney jobbers; but our foreign debt got so large that 
: for a while that nearly all the money in the Union | 


bank paper ceased to be worth any thing abroad, 
and specie was demanded; our banks broke, our 
credit abroad was stopped, and our people had to 
work the nation out of debt. In 1832, our people 
had got out of debt, and property began to rise in 
value, asa natural effect, and credit again return- 


i, ing, it assur d the bankers of another harvest, when 


the United Sates Bank and all others, began to 
lend their notes for interest, and with the slight 
interruption of the panic of 1834, on the removal of 
the deposites, with the view of getting them back 
again to the Bank, the regulator and all offers 
strove to see which could extend the credit system 
farthest, until the people, becoming again extrava- 
gant, bought every thing they wanted, instead of 
working for it, and the debt abroad, becoming 


: great, as before, a run on the banks, suspension of 


| specie payments, a loss of credit abroa 
. consequence, and there is no way to get out but-for 
' the people to work out as they did from 1824 to 


- late Bank did. 
- and distress the people, who should be indulged as 
: long as possible. 
' down suddenly, as it would be in putting a bank 


‘merchants, to enable them to hold on. 


_ crops are in market, and 
„from the scarejly 


was the 


1832. They have been at that since 1837—no 
banks can help them that could not lend them mo- 
ney at moderate interest, from year to year, and 
banks cannot do that now; and any disturbance, 


. such as a National Bank, would only make things 


worse, for itcould not start into operation without 
capital. It cannot get specie otherwise than the 
It must break up the other banks, 


Property ought not to be brought 


into operation, which would draw the precious me- 
tals from every partof the nation, and put them 
into one heap, compel all of our banks in Alabama 
to wind up, and ruin our people. E 

I will now, sir, attempt to show what the mana- 
gers and borrowers of the late bank and branches 
probably madè out of the flour, tobacco, cotton, 
and other great articles of production in the 


| country, irom 1825 to 1832, for this is the pêri- 


od at, which the Bank was in the best condi- 
tion; the high tarif had filled her vatlis with pub- 
lic taxes, and the precious metals, as her. returas 
show. It is well known that many of her mana- 


-gers, especia'ly in the branches, were large ship- 


pers and dealers, in the greatstaples of the Coun- 
try, and had uadisputed control over her loans. 
It is known that our crops, the great articles of cot- 
ton and tobacco, and in the Western country the 


| flour and pork, come itto market in the winter 
: months. Now, Senate Document 128; oe Mah 


Congress, will probably shed some light’on ity hi- 


: therto mysterious subject—our plantérs always had 
' a notion that he who could “hold on” until sum- 


mer, could get a gcod price for h's cotton, and thou-~ 
sands upon thousands have b'en paid ®© commission 
But by far 
the greater portion of these articles are sold from 
November to May. Now, one would think that a 
great national institution, having credit all over the 
world, fed and supported by the people’s. taxes, 


| would be bound to extend them the helping hand 


précisely at the time the products of their labor 


“were in market, and would expect to find the loans 


greatest in the winter and spring months; but so far 
is this from being true, that the loans, évery One of 
the years from 1825 to 1833, were less by millions 
at the January half year than at the July half year. 
Here is the book, sir, containing the bank returns. 
Curtailments. take -placè precisely at the times our 
must therefore sell lower, 
of money; and expansions are 
found to have taken place precisely at the time of 
year thet aman who was à large dealer and ships 
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per, and d-sired a good hone market, or who need- | 
edexira loans to enable him to hold on and try the | 
foreign. ! 
. These half-yearly exviaiiments in the Janvary | 


reports of the Benk, evers yer, from 1825 to 1833, | 
© own action. 


make, together, if no mistake is made in addition, 
$33,140,000, an!, m-kmg an allowance for the . 


usual deductions in seig our cops in a hard mo- | 


ney market for so mary years, must haye made 
Many mithons of do'lars to the trading part of the 
managers of the Bank, snd a few great borrowers, 
who were deaier-; besides what they made through 
the Government, by dealing in stocks, which they. 
could raise or lower the price of at pleasure. 


ing them were an extension of the powers of Go- 
vernment by implication, and that the same stretch 
of power would enable Congress to u-urp every 
power retained to the people of the States, and 
break down every barrier intended to control its 


It is certainly true, sir, that the power to charter 
a bank was not known to exist in the Constitution, 
by those who framed that instrument; else it is im- 
possible to reconcile the contradic:ory opinions of 


: the great men who made the Constitution, and who 


were so shortly afterwards called upon to declare 


` its powers, by voting upon the bill to charter the 
| first bank. Many wholly denied the power, and of 


Havirg shown to this committee how banking | 
' to the article or section of the Constitution in which 


above the capital must inevitably injure a country 


in its prepert;; how, it has been conducted by the |: 


late United States Bank; the amount it made by 


its charter ct the outset; the enormous amount it 
made by lending out the public taxes deposited 
wih it, and the prohab'e amount it enabled its 
managers, and great dea ers eajoyiug its favors, to 


make out of ihe cotton, flour, tobacco, pork, and || € 
: it was to be found, when they, tco, knew it existed, 


other great productions of the conntry; how it 


brought it with it the tarif of 1824, and then | 


again the tariff cf 1628, tozcther with the whole | 
system of extravagance an! expenciiure, called 
the American System; l am led to pause, and in- 
guire of myc leagve, wheiher he desires to restore | 
the whole system again? Whether he does not i 
know that the stcckhu'ders to a National Bank, of |! 
fifty or an handred miilion:, would not be interested : 
in again increasipg the tariff, that they might have 
larze sums ceposited with them to lend out, and 
make the private fo:tunes of the stockhoiders? |; 
Whether he does not know that the manufacturers | 
would join? Whether he does not know that all ' 
the greedy expectants of money to aid in carrying ~ 
on improvements, would also join? Anji, finally, | 
whether politicians and candidates for the Presi- 

dency would not join in and swell the current, un- 

til the scheme would be carried out, and the people 


again be plundered! as they have bkeeu? Does he | 
` ed until the idea of extending the powers of Con- 
| gress, by implication, was introduced into our public | 


not know that a!l these things must follow in the 
trainof the new. ss they did upon the establish- 
ment of the old Bank? 
Ah, well! but, says my colleague, the Bank | 
‘paid Congress a bonus of one and a half millions: | 
for her charter; and it would be doubled now for 
double the capital. I have shown what a pittance 
was this bonus, compared to what the Bank made | 
out of the people. l 
thing called a bonus for a bank charter, and the 
right ot Congress to give it. 
presentatives, elected for cnly two years, who can | 
pass no law totax th:m, which they cannot repeal | 
the next year if they so choose, undertake to'sèlt to 
a few men the right to tax and plunder them for 
‘twenty years to cme, and say thal they cannot re- 
peal that law; that we can confer upon others 
twenty times the power conferred upon us, and 
which we can exercise ourselves by virtue of our ' 
elections. Is not the proposition monstrous? Have | 
we the right to transfer their sovereign power for 
such Jength of tıme, by merely calling it a char- 
.ter? Have they ever yet agreed to it, when caHed ‘| 
upon to vote directly cn the question? Will they | 
ever:agree to it, when fairly put before them? Does |: 
my colle>gge desire to restore the same state of | 
things .which existed from 1824 to 1832, when, | 
by a high tariff, a National Bank, and internalim- — 
provements, united, the roton and ether prodncts 
of South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabawa, did not || 
bring as mech money, by more than eleven millions ; 
oi dul'ars, as te same products from Georgia and |) 
Carolina had dove the eight years be‘ore, nor but : 
little more than halfthe amount which the prodac’s of | 
“the three S:ates brought in the eight years from |: 
| 1832 to 1846? Can se make the people of those | 
States believe that it is te.ter to live under the do- | 
minion of the system upon half allowance, than to | 
be tree froco it upon a ful one? n 


4 


But, sir, let ts ingaire into this || 


those who supposed it to be given, they differed as 


it was to be found. No man in his senses would 
‘for one moment suppose, that if Washington had 


known of the existence of such a power, he 


would so shortly afterwards have kept the bill to 


charter the first bank ten days under consideration, | 


consulting the other great men around bim, whether 


Such conduct would have been disgraceful to Wash- 
ington and his cabinet; and to suppose them guilty 


| of such maneeuvring, when “they had made the 
' Constitution for that purpose,” as has been con- 


, doubting a power which he knew he possessed, and — 


tended here, is against ali rules of evidence, as well | 


as common sense. 
General Washington himself, and many others 
who desired the charter, were afraid that it was an 


‘' encroachment upon the liberties of the people, and 
, therefore hesitated; and whenever the question has 


demands for more ploughmen, and more plough 
horses, were to go on increasing, with the iucreas- 
ing of his wealth asd extensica of his fields. His 
demands might become so great that it would re- 
quire more hands and more horses to cultivate his 
lands, than they, together, had left for the twenty- 
six. They would begin to inquire how it was that 
they had worked so hard and kept so poor, whilst 
my colleague (ihe miller) had lived so easily, fared 
so well, and atthe same time grown so rich. And 
my colleague would, doubtless, contend for a dif- 
ferent construction of the contract from what the 
other gentlemen and their families would insist 
upon; unless, indeed, some of them had become in- 
terested in his tolls and possessions, and then we 
chould have, as we have here, two parties, putting 
different constructions upon the same agreement. 


| The most numerous party wouid contend tbat the 


object they had in view when they made the agree- 
ment, was to get their grain ground for one horse 
and one ploughman to work the miller’s fields, and 
to allow him only a certain toll for grinding, whilst 
my colleague (the miller) and his party would con- 
tend that his object, in making of the bargain, was 


: to get his fields cultivated, and to support his fami- 


ly; and, to effect that object, he not unly had aright 
to the express grant of one horse and one plough- 
man, but to the implied grant of as many horses 
and ploughmen as were required to work h's grounds 
and support his family. And as they had greatly 
increased in number, he might insist that he had a 
right to use all other means which he might deem 
proper, to increase his tolls, and, among others, he 


-; might claim the right to compti them all to grind 


been left to the people to vote upon, they have de- . 


nied the power. And, sir, weli and wisely have 
they acted; for, give the money power of this nation 
to twenty irresponsible directors for twenty years, 
and the voting power is not worth much to the peo- 
ple for the whole of that period; the money power 
being stronger than the voting power, Congressmen 
will obey the stronger. 
ver was intentionally given, and it was not attempt- 


councils, which would enable it to take as well 
what was needful as what was desirable. Ihave, 


This power, therefore, ne- | 


therefore, a word or so to say upon the propriety of |: 
‘| right to them; that he claimed the whole by prece- 


encroaching upon ‘public liberty by implication 


only, and without express authority. To make |: 
. built, and hefore they had made more than two 
_ crops; they had yielded to his demands, and given 


this question also plain, we must resort to the most 
simple mode of illustration; for which purpose, I 


: will take thirteen of the gentlemen around me to 


We, the people’s Re- © 


| for keeping the miil. 


I have said, Mr. Chairman, and 
thata National Bank, a protective tar ff, and the | 
system of inicrnal improvemen's, are necessary to 
. each other; taat they ass.steach other in making 
‘evmmon war upon labor and property; that they 
” were not authorized by the letter or spirit of the 
Constitution; and that the acts of Congress grant 
bang S 


I think proven, |i 


represent the thirteen old Sia'es, and suppose them 
to have settled in the wilderness as neighbors, and 
with the usual difficulties attending new settlers; 
and feeling their difficulties about bread, they: de- 
termined to build a mill, and for that purpose en- 
gage my colleague (Mr. Detter] to carry it on, 
and agree with him, in writing, that they will fur- 
nish him, at all times, one horse and one plough- 


man, to plough his grounds and to support his | 


family, and to give him a certain toll, agreed upon, 


they are relieved from the hardship of beating their 
meal, and are content. He, from his mill and 


tolls, and from his ploughman and horse, which | 


they readily keep up, begins to increase his means 


We will suppose, sir, that |: 
© they get along preity well satisfied; for a- while : 


tapidly, and soon has the ability to pay for any ` 


spare labor on the other farms. 
lands than they can, and extends the s’ze of his 
fields, and one horseand age ploughman become 
insufficient to plough his lands. He tells the other 
gentlemen that he cannot get along without an oc- 


He opens more ; 


casional extra horse and ploughman. The thirteen — 
don’t get alarmed at this; it looks reasonable; and, © 


without recurring to the contract, they furnish it. 


This increase of help enables the miller to extend ` 


farther, until it takes another and another horse 
and ploughman; and when it begins to oppress 
those who are least able to bear the burden, 


at his mill, or pay double or treble toll. This 
would be getting power by implication; and my 
colleague, as the miller, ‘‘feeding his hogs upon 
other men’s corn,” would, without doubt, like very 
we'll to be enabled to put this interpretation upon 
the contract; but how would the other gentlemen 
and their families like it? Would they not go back 
to the express wording of the bargain? And would 
they not insist upon carrying on the mill for the toll 
agreed upon, and for the use of the one plougman 
and one horse? Would they listen to the miller’s 
demands upon them, for all of their horses and all 
of their laborers, under the pretence that he having 
so long had the use of them, he now had a 


dent and usage; and that shortly after the mill was 


him, occasionally, an additional horse and hand, 
without dispute, to assist in cultivating his farm? 
Would the other gentlemen hear and tolerate such 
a construction, pat upon so plain a bargain, and 
submit to my colleague’s demand? I think not, 
sir. I think that they would allege that they, too, 
had an object in view; that they, too, had fields to 
cul ivate and familes to support; and that the object 


: they had in view, and not the miller’s, should be 


considered. And hasit never occurred to my col- 


i league, and those who act with him, that the great 


body of the people had an object in forming our 
Constitution? That it was intended for their be- 
nefit and their posterity, and not made alone for 
the benefit of a tax consuming set of privileged 
classes, whether they are judges, legis‘ators, or 
other officers, or whether merchants, manufac- 
turers, or bankers? And is it not our duty to give 
it that construction which its plain reading ex- 
presses, and nct extend it, by implication, until you 


_ give all to the privileged few? 


they begin to complain; and if, by this ume, their ; 
families should have grown up, intermarried, — 


and settied off, to the amount of some twenty-six, 


those living most convenient to the mill deriving — 


most of the benefit, whilst those at a distance re- - 


ceived little or none, they might all want togo back | 


to the contract, the more especially if the miller's j 


This bill, Mr. Chairman, which we are now 
about to pass, is intended to place a proper con- 
struction upon the powers of Congress. It con- 
fines the overgrown miller to h's bargain as made, 
to the one horse and one ploughman, and compels 
him to keep the mill for single toll. And, sir,it 
is no wonder that you hear such grumbling among 
his well-fed, half-worked, and lazy family and de- 
pendants, or that you hear such a squealing among 
his pigs. 

This bill will most effectually prevent the exces- 
sive importations of foreign gcods, because the im- 
porting merchants, being bankers or stockholders 
in most of the moneyed institutions of the country, 
knowing that if they brought more good: into the 
country than the produce would pay for, that specie 
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would be carried out for the excess; and having to 
pay cash upon the landisg of the goods, the slight- 
est excess of importat on, above the wants of the 
country, would instantly be felt; and as the effects 
would fall upon them immedia‘ely, before they 


could get the goods oct in the country, and sell | 


them off to the country merchanis, they would as 
instantly obey this great law of trade; they would 
instantly look to the produce of the country, and 
not bank loans, for means, and never import more 
foreign goods than creps and other exports of the 
country would pay, lest a run be made on their 
banks for specie, and their stocks come down, to- 
gether with their profits on banking. - The cotton 
bag, therefere, would be looked to, and take pre- 


cedence of the bank bill, being good all over the . 


world, and the bank bill only good at home, for 
which it was alone intended. 

I know, sir, that at first this will go hard with 
opr merchants; it will give them some trouble in 
labor, but will save them a great deal of steep, 
which, I fear, many of them lose as I do when 
I geta notice that “grace is out on my note;” but 
it will restore business to its natural course, and 
will shake off a host of dependants who live 
upon public taxes; and I therefore support it as 
a great measure of deliverance and liberty; as 
a measure, securing to the people that power in 
the Government intended by our fathers; giving 
value to the right of saffrage, by preventing the 
sale of that right, for twenty years at a time, fora 
miserable bonns, a mere mess cf pottage. 

Do you believe, sir, that those who framed the 
Constitation ever intended that we should have a 
National Bavk? Don’t you know that bank paper, 
ia any shape, always has, and always will, bring a 
people in deh? Would they, then, who had toiled 
so long for our liberties, in the same Constitution, 
have been guilty of the madne:s and folly of pro- 
viding a sysiem, cf all others calculated to drive 
specie out of the coun'ry, and bring us in debt; and, 
aiso, at the same time declase that nothing but gold 
and silver should pay a debt? No, sir; they had 
too much wisdom to be charged with such folly, 
and too much patriotism to have been guilty of 
such wickedcers. I will believe no one who makes 
the charge against them. 

Now, sir, it I have shown that a National Bank 
is unconstitutional or dangerous to liberty, and that 
this bill is eonstitations], safe, and beneicial, as a 
mode of collecting, Keeping, and. paying out the 
public moneys, I shall, in the hour allotted to me 
this evening, have fully answered the two days’ 

` speech of my colleague, (Mr. DELLET,] aad his 
forty-one reasons against Mr. Van Buren’s re-elec- 
tion, which will all, probably, be found to have 
originated in his pledge to veto a National Rank. 
Bat for the President’s opposition to this great ma- 
ehine, my colleagae, together wiih the greater por- 
tion of his party, would fall into ranks, and would, 
without doabt, pronounce him the most courteous, 
gentlemanly, and talented statesman who ever yet 
filled the Presidential chair. 

It has reconciled the Opposition to Mr. Madison. 
They bad forgiven him for carrying on the war 
against Eagland. But Mr. Jefferson, who lived 
and died an enemy to corporate privilege, has (al- 


though he wrote our Declarat on of Independenc-) ; 


never been forgicsen. They want some man who 
. ean persnade the people that they are suffering 
more than any people ever suffered nefore, and, by 
- that means, bring the voters and P.esident to give 
them another chance to demand the labor of all 
the plongh horses and allof the plougmen in the 
Union, together with the keeping of the mill, and 
- some to take single or dowbie toil, at pleasure. 
There is, however, so much error, so arifuily 
mixed up and plausibly told, in my colleague’s 
speech, that it may be thought incumbent upon 
me to examine and expose it. I shall not have 
time to answer that part which rests upon assertion, 
matters of opinion, or denunciation; but where 
he comes to facts and figures, and founds his 
argument upon these, I shall atiempt a brief 


Teply. 4 
He supposes that in seven‘een years, from 1816 
to 1833, there was nsed, in carrying on the 


business of the nation, one hundred and sixty mil- 
lions of dollars, which had to change handy at 
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least five times every year, and that the domestic 
exchanges on that money, without a National 
Bank, would have becn tight millions each time, 
which he says, wou'd amount to forty millions a 
year, and in seventeen years, to upwards of six 
hundred millions, which he alleges was saved by 
the late bank to the peuple, besides $23,740,820 
saved to the Government, being five per cent on : 
the revenues. (See his speech, pages 14 and 15 ) 

My colleague says that “every Lcco Foco will at- 

tempt to ridicule his caiculation;” but, he says, | 
“make the calculation, and the result cannot be | 
be ridiculed of laughed to scorn.” | 

Now, as my colleague has made the same calcu. | 
lations on page 16 of his speech, to show what he | 
pretends the peop’e are now losing for want of a ; 
regulator, and that the passage of this bill will give 
to brokers and shavers forty millions a year, and 
has made this calcula:ion the frame work of a two 
days” speech, I will,in a few words, take this frame 
to pieces, and show, beycnd question, that it de- | 
serves not only ridicule by those he ca'ls Loco 
Focos here, but that there is not a sheriff or a con- 
stable in the Union, accustomed to handling and 
changing bank notes, who cannot answer and 
laugh to scorn this effort of the great Whig leader 
in debate, on the project of recommending to the | 
country the establishment of a National Bank. 

We will begin with the item which he says was 
saved to Government at the rates of $1,390,636 
per annum. In this he mixes up and confuses the 
two subjects of discount on bank paper, and that 
of exchange; exchange being nothing but the cost 
of transportation, and insurance of gold and silver, 
from once place to another, and never could be 
charged upon a larger sum than had to be sent 
away, from the place where collected to the p'ace 
where it isto be used. For instance, the large sums 
collected at New York, and paid out at that place, 
woald pay no exchange whatever; so at Boston, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, Richmond, 
Norfolk, Savannah, Mobile, New Or.eans, St. 
Louis, and all the smaller places of collection 
throughoat the Union. 
vies, and other charges on the Government, are 
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changed thereafter; if he changed it a thousand 
times in the year, it would lose but the five dollars. 
There is another answer in relation to the great cry 
of brokers and shavers being about to have such a 
harvest if we pass this bil. It is this, sir; they un- 
derstand weli their own business; and the great 
brokers and shavers are all Whigs, against this 
bill, and for a United States Bank. 

There are two objections raised by. my colleague 
agains’ the bill, not founded upon his calculations 
just referred to. The first is, that if you pass this 
bill, you reduce the price of wages, and men won't 
work, The second is, that it will have an unfavo- 
rab'e effect upon the education of the youth of the 


' country. My own observation has satisfied me 


nearly all at those points, it is clear that upon the 


greater portion of the revenue no exchange could i: 


be charged, and the whole of this mighty sum 
dwindies into comparative insignificance; for ex- 


. change on speci, or the notes of specie-paying , 
D ’ 


And as the armies and na- | 


banks, (the only money the Government would | 


ever receive,) could never average above two per 
cent. upon the amount actually sent off from the | 
place collected. Yet my colleague having made 


. tbis blunder the foundation of his building, goes on ` 


to show. how the people would lo:e. yearly at the 
same rate; and not only adopts this as the‘ rate of 
exchange, and asserts that it wilt be charged on all 
of their transactions, but he has made this fur- 
ther extraordinary discovery, to wit: that if a 
man had a hundred dollar bill, which was worth 
but ninety-five dollars ia money, and it is change! 


five mes, it loses forty dollars; consequently, if | 


you were to change it twenty times, it would, ac- 
cording to his argument, a'l be lost; for he says 
that one hundred and sixty mitlions, changed five 
times in the year, loses forty millions; and that if 
the same bank notes were used for seventeen years, 


who visited our country some years ago. 
hibit their wonderfal skill at deception. 


to ex- 


out and swaliowed him;. then Abednego came and 
swallowed the two; and being left with nothing 
else to swallow, turned a fiip-flap somerset and 
swallowed himself. My colleague has so far beat- 
en this, that he has mace one hundred and six'y 
millions of dollars, in bank bills, not only swallow 
themselves, but also eat up four hundred and forty | 


millions in addition; aid I have no doubt bnt that | 


he can prove it by all of the Whigs in the Union | 
who witnessed the performance. 

Now, seriously, Mr. Chairman, is there a con- 
stab!e in the Union who does not know that if he 
buys a hundred dollar bill for ninety-five dollars, 
and it suffers no further depreciation, that he has 


' they would lose upwards of .six hundred millions. , 
+- Now, this beats any thing I ever heard of yet, not - 
„excepting the case of the three Chinese jugglers, 


ninety-five doliese in money every time it is | 


Meshech || 
! came first upon the stage, when Shadrach ran 


that both objections are unfounded. The great 


amount of bank issues has evidently multiplied the 
idlers of the country, and every experienced teacher 
in the country will tell you that boys supplied with 
money will not study as long as they can get an 
opportunity of spending it. And, sir, these, and 
such as these, are the reasonings gentlemen bring 
forward here and publish, to go out among a na» 
tion, to induce them to give their liberty into the 
keeping of a few bank directors. It ıs true, they 
cry out distress, and beg the people to change the 
Administrat.on; but it is equally true, that their 
own system has brought the distress upon us. 
Have they not concealed the facis of the case from 
the people, to induce them to change? Has not 
the pubiic press, to a great extent, aided them in 


_this ery against the Government, to divert the pub- 


lic attention from this system, practised by the 
planderers of millions? Have the people not been 


| told that the world could not supply specie for 


neediul business, for the purpose of keeping them 
quiet, and making them labor for the paper makers? 
Have they not been told that the country never 
suffered so much for money before; and that prices 
were never so low as now? Have they ever been 


| toid by the bankites that prices were lower in 1831 
| than at any other time since the United States Bank 


was chartered, and that there had then been no veto 
by General Jackson? Why don’t they tell or admit 
this fact to :ke people? Why don’t they tell them 
that crops from farms did not bring, from 1824 to 
1832, when the Bank had full sway, as much mo- 
ney, by hundreds of millions, as the same articles 
would seil for either the eight years afterwards or 
the eight years before? Why did they not tell the 
Southern pzople that the produce of South Carolina 


'| and Georgia, from 1816 to 1824, was worth, and 


sold, fcr nearly ten miilions of dollars more money 
than the crops of the same States, with Ala- 
bama added in, during the eight years which the 
reguidtor reigned andistarbed; and that the erops, 


l the eight years efter the veto, from the three States, 


nearly sold for double what they did during nation- 
al bank dominion? Why don’t they tell the people 
the cance of distress and low prices in 1831, if they 
know the cause? If they did not know, then, how 
do they know now? They did not charge’ it to the 
Government, then, for the bank and Government 
were partners in using the public taxes. What 
right have they now to charge the present low 
prices and distress to the want-of a national bank, 


| when prices were so mach jower the eight years 


' the bank was in full blast, and when prices are now 


lower and distress greaterin England, where they 
have, than here, where we have no national bank? 
They tell the people that it is for want of a nation- 
al bank in our country that other banks have 
sprang up among us; when they know that. banks 
have multiplied in England, where they haye one 
much stronger than ours. They tell the people 
that a national bank here would keep down over- 
banking and overtrading. At the same time they 
know that overbanking and overtrading gees on in 
England, and that all of their present distress is 
charged to that cause—the royal bank blaming the 
smaller banks, and those ia tara laying the blame 


-upon the royal bank—and thus is England plunder- 


ed and starved by them, and her people, like ours, 
quarrelling with each other about which of the 
beasts is. most destructive. I ca'l upon my col- 
league and his Whig friends to tell the people these 
things as they actually do exist; to te I them, that 
when paper money flooded the country in 1835 and 
1836, that it was the joint action of the banks, both 
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in England and the United States. Tell them that 
it was this that enabled our merchan's to fi:l our 
county with goods upon a credit. Teil them that 
more than ten millions of dollars has been spent in 
fine carriages, by people who did not need them, 


and who would not have thought of buying had | 


they first labored for the money. 


Tell them ` 


how many millions more wore laid ont in gold | 


watches and other jewellery, and the still more 
millions in a variety of other articles of furniture, 


needless to a Republican peop'e, and the names of . 


which were not even known to citizens now using | 


them, a dozen years ago. Tell them that all of : 
these things have brought them in debt, and tbat 


they have gotto work out, and not to give up their 
liberty to bankers, with the vain and foolish belief 
that they will help them out. Tell them, if they 
do, that they will still not only have to work out of 
debt, but tnat the nation will also, as they did be- 
fore, have to work for money for these bankers to 
pay their stock with. Teil all these things as they 
truly exist, and no people upon earth would dream 
of again setting such a machine as a National Bank 
in motion. 

I bave, Mr. Chairman, a few general remarks 
to make to the old, experienced portion of this 
House, and I shall close. It will be remembered 
that, at the gloomiest period of our Revolution, 
Major Andre, a British officer, was sent into our 
army to try the effect of gold upon its officers, and 
that he found a general whose extravagant habits 
and ambitious feelings induced him to agree to sell 
his country for the means of gratification. You 
will remember that this same officer, on his return 
to the British headquarters, was arrested by three 
soldiers, whose whole property was not worth a 
month’s pay of the general; and yet, sir, all the 
gold which Major Andre could offer was not 
sufficient to procure his release. Here is a case 
‘for the deepest reflection of the statesman. 
Extravagant habits, we are told, bad cor- 
rapted Arnold, and though a general, he 
would sell and betray his country for the means of 
gratification, whilst the three plain living soldiers 
had a high-souled patriotism, a devotion to liberty, 
that gold could never buy. And, sir, is this sys- 
tem of paper money again to be set up in our land, 

-to make our people extravagant, and corrupt their 
principles? Are they already so far gone that, like 
Arnold, they will sell their liberty, and that of their 
children after them, for a little more paper money? 
I do not believe it. I know, sir, that paper money 
is not needed to add to our happiness, or our devo- 
tion to our country. Where I grew up we had, 
until after the late war, but little, if any, paper mo- 
ney. Our people had ar abundance of every thing 
our country prodaced—dollars were, it is true, not 

` very plenty with us, and were cut up for change, 
but we were rich in patriotism—and when the 
` blast of war came upon our land, the question was 
not who should go, but who should be left at home; 
and fm Rutherford county, Tennessee, alone, 
eleven companies were out in service together—a 
larger amount, in proportion to the popalation, than 
ever yet left a bank district voluntarily on such an 
errand. Well, sir, when some of these young men, 
who marched to New Orleans, aftera hard and 
fatiguing journey, arrived at the place of destina- 
tion, ragged, fatigued, and disfigured with pine 
smoke, they were called upon to meet the enemy in 
their ragged condition, upon the first landing of his 
forces, The camp of the British commander was 
charged on the night of the 23d of December, 1814, 
and some fifteen or twenty of these young men, 
from General Coffee’s brigade of volunteers, were 
wounded and made prisoners, and kept in the 
British lines. The next morning, whilst they were 
lying in their gore, upon a heap of rice s'raw, fur- 
nished to keep them from freczing, a British 
officer came among them, and read, first in French, 
and (finding he was not understood) then in Eng- 


lish, a proclamation, written to induce the French 


population in Louisiana to desert our standard 
and join theirs. No soener did those Tennesseans 
comprehend his meaning, and that he thought, from 
their rage +! and half-starved appearance, that they 
were beggars, who had been forced into service, 
than they told him to stop; that they were not beg- 
gars, or the boys of the neighborhood, but soldiers, 
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who had volunteered and marched more than a 


thousand miles to meet them. The British officer 


` said that it was impossible; bat upon being assured | 
: of its truth, by one of them stating what had oc- 


curred a few weeks previous at Pensacola, he, in 
the presence of the soldiers composing the guard, 
indignantly swore that “he would not serve a Go- 
vernment that could not clothe him better; that 
beggars in England were better dressed than our 
President's Soldiers.” I do not think it out of place 
to state here, sir, that the proclamation (written and 
published by the British commander to induce the 
French population, who but a short time had been 
citizens »f the United States, to abandon our stand- 
ard and join theirs) did net denounce our Govern- 
ment and then President more grossly than I have 
heard the Government and our now President de- 
nounced on this fluor. The splendor of the British 
uniform, the show of the epaulet, the blaze of the 
standard of colors, the rich, deep, aud soul stirring 
music of the band, were the blandishments held out 
toour young men then. We have the grandeur 


, of British power, her armies, navies, palaces, cities, 


;, towns, and improvements, pointed out to us on this 


: floor, as objects worthy of our imitation now. 


But, sir, notwithstanding the opprobrium east 
upon our youth by this haughty and insulting 


ı Briton, intended no doubt to act upon the minds of 


their own soldiers, no socner had night come, and 
these soldiers been left to themselves, than they 
would come and lie down among our ragged 
wounded men, and talk with them all night, de- 
siring to kncw how they would be treated, if they 
cou'd get away and stay in our country. Our men 
were astonished, and asked them if they could 
leave their country; and whether they had net 
friends and relations, and could leave them also. 
They replied, “that they had relations and friends, 
dear to them as life itself,” and acountry “the 
most lovely upon earth,” and utterance was 
almost choked when , they spoke; bat they 
said “they could do nothing there.” It was 
bad Government that drove them from home, and 


| to get clear of which they were willingto leave 
| father, mother, sister, and brother,and cometo a 


place pointed out to them as a wilderness, and its 
inhabitants little better than savages. And is this 
the Government whose navies, armies, structures, 
and establishments, whose funding system, Na- 
tional Bank, and national debts, are held‘out to us 
in such glowing colors, as worthy of our imitation? 
1, sir, want none cf them; a plain Republican form 
of Government is good enough fer me and mine; 
and I have seen enough of the glories of the Bri- 
tish system. It was love of splendor and show that 
made Arnolda traitor. It was bigh-sowled patri- 
olism and love of country, in the bosoms.of three 
poor but honest soldiers, that saved a country 
from his treason. It was this same feeling, burning 
in the bosoms of the Tennessee youth, that made 
them (although their country was poor) by thou- 
sands volunteer in her defence, and bear the suf- 
ferings I have mentioned; and it was the grinding 
oppression of the multitudes in England, to create 
splendor and abundance for her lords, that induced 
her sons to come out from its splendor, to abide 
with us, in our supposed destitution. Is not this 
true, sir? If net, let the statesmen here present, 
let the men oftalents and philosophy, tell what it 
was that led the young men of the one country vo- 


luntarily to march thousands of miles, and expose | 


themselves upon the field of slaughter, for the de- 
fence of one, whilst the you'h, of the other, who had 
been brought thousands of miles in ships, to a sup- 
posed wilderness, would desert the standard of the 
other, and abandon their homes, never to look 
upon such loved objects again. Was it not‘‘free 
Government” on the one part, and tyranny and op- 
pression on the other? 

It waz England’s whole system of oppressions, 
the paper system being the chief, that has so im- 
poverished her people; and, sir, if you will tell ours 
plain truth, they will have none of it among them. 
They will remember the sufferings of our Revolu- 
tionary fathers; and when you cry “hard times,” 
and make panic speeches, to induce them to give 
up Republican principles, they will remember the 
three poor soldiers, whose Jove of country was 
above price, and they will despise the name of 
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| Arnold, whose love of show made him sell him- 
|| self, and atiempt to sell his country, for the means 
of gratification. And when you hold out to them 
:| your schemes of national greatness, glory, and 
| splendor, they will think of that system, in Eng- 
' land, which first drives her children into armies for 
bread, and then to desertion, to better their condi- 
tion. And, sir, from the time that our Tennessee 
young men lay prisoners in the British camp near 
Orleans, I have looked towards the policy of that 
Government as one to bə shunned by ours. I 
know something of that power, and the cold, cal- 
. culating, selfish policy which governs her councils. 
And, sir, among parties at home, I have always 
opposed that party which the British aristucracy 
desired to succeed. They will always be found to 
favor those who look more to find out how “power 
may be maintained in a Government,” rather than 
how “liberty may be preserved to a people.” 

It was this feeling that made me oppose the 
second Adams; and it was this that made me op. 
pose General Jackson’s proclamation and force bill 
—the first, and 1 believe the only measure of his 
that ever received the support of my colleague and 
other distinguished politicians of our country. 
And it was this feeling that led me again to sup- 
port him, for his opposition to this great Govern. 
ment machine, “a National Bank.” And, sir, be- 
cause I know that the Englsh statesmen are op- 
posed to Democratic Republican principles, I will 
cling the closer to them. It is because I know that 
her Barings and wealthy bankers are opposed to 
this great measure—divorcing Bank and State— 
that I support it, and conclude that it is for the 
good of the country that the bill should pass. 


SPEECH OF MR. HOLLEMAN, 


F VIRGINIA, 


In the House presentatives, June , 1840—On 
the bill for the Acilecting, safekeeping, and dis- 
bursing of ublic revenue. 
Mr. HOL AN next rose to address the com- 


mittee, and obfrved that although he could not 
promise such fpteliectual entertainment as they had 
enjoyed from the gentleman who had just ta- 
| ken his seat, he would endeavor to present to-the 
| committee a more practical view of the subject be- 
fore it;he could at least assure them that he should 
avoid drawing so largely as the gentleman from 
' North Carolina (Mr. Rayner] had done upon his 
imagination; indeed he believed he had not much 
| talent for that sort of discussion; not that he wished 
to disparage or underva'ue brilliant displays of 
this kind; they were often highly interesting, and 
some times might be useful; but this was not gene- 
rally the case, especially in the discussion before. a 
deliberative assembly, of a subject eminently prac- 
tical in iis bearings. J, said Mr. H. go rather for 
utility; I like best to deal in facts and arguments, 
leaving rhetorical flourishes and ornament to those 
who have more taste for them. Nor shall I suffer 
: myself to be drawn into counter denunciations in 
reply to such, which had so liberally been hurled 
by gentlemen in the Opposition at the heads of alt 
, those in power, from the President downward. 
i| We have heard them assailed with many oppro- 
ii brious epithets, many hard names. They have been 
: called at one time “tyrants,” at another “fools.” 
i: They have been accused of base and truckling ser- 
` vility, with obsequious submission to the ned and 
beck of Executive power. Now, sir, all this is not 
argument. Calling hard namesproves nothing; and 
l 
| 
| 


the difference is wide between denunciation and de- 
‘| monstration. I confess, Mr. Chairman, that [have 
: been not a little astonished atthe taste of honorable 
» gentlemen. It seems to me strange that in this 
‘| great theatre of national legislation, before the 
| assembled Representatives of the American people, 
i they should be so far mistaken as to attempt to 
| produce conviction by dealing in widexpread whole- 
sale, indiscriminate, senseless denunciation. Do 
not gentlemen know that this may be retorted upon 
themselves with very great force? We have been 
called public leeches; it is said we go for the spoils; 
that we feast on the blood of the nation; that our 
only and ultimate object is pelf ; that we are swayed 
and turned, and led about by those appliances 
which the Executive has in such variety and abun- 
dance at his contro}; that a nod, a wink, the slight- 
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est indication of his will, is enough to make us the 
advocates or the opponents of any public measure. 
Why, sir, what wonld be easier than to retort such 
language as this? To call gentlemen on the other 
side of the question a horde of hungry wolves, 
whose mouths are watering for the emoluments and 


J 


| 


1 
i 


d 
} 
i 


spoils of office, and who are pressing on, in one . 


r, rapacious mass, to satiate their ravenous ap- 
ll itr ihe good things at the disposal of the 
Government? Experience has taught us to con- 
clude, when we hear any individual indulging in 
unsparing abuse, or unfounded suspicions of all 
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silver, and shall be sustained in its own custody, 
and about the same time the prices of produce 
are somewhat lower than than they have been, 
they infer that one is the consequence of the 
other. Now when, foralong succession of time, 
and under various conditions and circumstances, two 


, things are found invariably connected, such for in- 


stance as the roar of thunder succeeding the flash of 


' lightning, it is philosophical to conclude that there is 
` a natural connection between them, and that the one 


aroand him, that he judges others from the feelings - 


in his own breast, and that from a foul heart go 


who are so liberal in their imputations on the 
friends of this bill: its friends and its opponents are 
toth before the public eye, and the people will 
jacge between us. 
once called upon to remove an individual from of- 
fice, he was said to have remarked: “if the gentle- 
men who are so urgent for the removal of this man 


is the cause of the other; but such a conclusion is 
wholly unwarrantable, when deduced from only a 
single example, because here the coincidence may 


t 5 be purely accidental, and, though the two things 
forth evil words. I will not charge this upon those | 


‘When the late President was ` 


from office will convince me that they do not want | 
the office themselves, I will remove him.” So | 


now, if the gentlemen, who so loudly and so bitterly 
denounce thcse in power, can convince the Ameri- 
can people that they are not longing after power 
themselves, the country may listen to them, and 
perhaps comply with their wishes; but those who 
live themselves in fragile glass houses, should re- 
member the old proverb, which eminently applies 
in this case, and not throw stones, 

Bat no more of this. The bill before the com- 


mittee, I need not say, is one of great interest to 


the future condition of this country. It has been 
ably discussed, and the presumptien is, that all 
those here present have, ere this, fully made-up 
their minds as to what vote they willgive. Ihave, 


be simultaneous, there may be no connection what- 
ever between them. Now, if I can show that a si- 
milar depression of prices and stagnation of busi- 


. ness have repeatedly taken place when no Inde- 


I must confess,been not a little surprised at hear- | 
ing gentlemen complain that the advocates of the | 


bill are in such a hurry to pass it. ‘“Whyso much 
anxiety? Why this intemperate, this furious haste 


to rush upon a measure of such grave importance??? - 
Will gentlemen look back, for a moment, to the © 


early part of the session, and remember the lan- 
guage they then held? Were we not taunted with 
our delay? Did they not call upon us, almost dare 
us, to bring up the bill? When, yielding to the 
Statements of those who presided over the Depart- 
ments, and their urgent representations of the pub- 
ic necessities, we consented to give precedence t? 


the general appropriation bill, did they. not com- 


plain that the Sab-Treasury bill was held back? 
Did they not ask if we were in earnest, or if we 
yeally intended to bring it fcrward at all? Yet 
now, almost at the close of the session, they com- 
plain just as loudly that we are in a desperate hur- 
ry, and refuse the necessary time for deliberation. 
Really, sir, it seems impossibe to please gentle- 
_men; they are determined not to be satisfied, so I 
think our best course is not to attempt it. Again, 
I have been surprised (and yet I ought not, for if ever 
the old proverb nil admirandum held good any where 
it doeshere) at the wonderful arguments we hear. I 


have been ata loss to conjecture what they will | 


advance next. They have conjured up before us 
“hydras, gorgons, and chimeras dire,” with all the 
gravity of one who believed in them “to frighten 
men from their propriety.” What, sir? Are we 
children? Are we to be scared by things like these? 
They have collected together in one fearful group 
whatever they can find in the shape of public cala- 
mity for these ten years past, and laid it at the door 
of the present Administration; and thence proceed- 
ing, bave prophesied nothing short of general 
rnin and desolation to be be brought about by the 
outrageous and tyrannical acts of this cor- 
rapt and profigate Administration. Be- 
cause sad reverses bave taken place in the 
business of our people during the Presidency 
of Mr. Van Boren, they infer as a matter of course 
that the one event is the cavse of the other. Yet 
the gentleman from North Carolina, who draws 
this inference, himseif argues mo-t strenuously 
against it, as applied to the case of the Bank of 
Enzland. We are plied with this argument from 
day to day, and from month to month. Because 
those who now admipister.the Government are de- 
sirous that iis revenue shall be paid in gold and 


pendent Treasury existed, or was proposed, it 
should, I thiok, satisfy every candid man who op- 
poses this bill, that he attributes our existing diffi- 
culties to the wrong cause. 
Mr. Chairman, we are now, at length, after the 
continuance of a contest in this country for three 
` years, between two great systems for the manage- 
ment of our fiscal affairs, about to see that contest 
brought toaclose. The advocates of these sys- 
tems, like the cohorts of different nations brought 
into the battle field, have long been manceuvring, 
but have abstained from crossing bayonets. Now 
comes the shock of battle. The enemies of this 
bill have now thrown off the mask, and are 
coming out boldly and openly with their substitute 


for it, and the people can now see plainly what ' 


these gentlemen have in view, for they admit in 


so many words that they wish this bill to be re- | 


jected, and they thus avow themselves in favor of 
a National Bank. In this manly avowal, the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Porr] took the 
lead. At the beginning of the session he came 
forward like a man and told us what he wanted; 
others have since done the same. I differ entirely 
with that honorable gentleman in his views on the 
Bank. Yet I cannot but admire the boldness of his 
conduct in thus committing himself and his party. 
The issue is now fairly made up, and we are to see 
; whether the fiscal concerns of this nation are to be 
conducted through a United States Bank, or 
whether the Government is to manage its own af- 
fairs by its own agents. We were formerly told 
‘that the Bank of the United States was dead’and 
buried; but we now see that it is again revived 
and in the field. The great issue is once more to 
be tried before the people. 7 
After so many gloomy pictures of the uncensti- 
tutional and destructive nature of the measure pro- 
posed in this bill, itmay be well to-go back a little 
: to first principles to examine the acts and opinions 
of our fathers, and to see what were their views on 
: this subject. i 
Soon after the adoption of the Constitution, a 
law was passed for the regulation of the Treasury 
Department; and in examining the provisions of 
that law we shall be able to see whether a Nation- 
al Bank was selected or considered as the best 
mode of keeping the public treasure. The law 
was passed in 1789, and this is its language: 


“AN ACT to establish the Treasury Department. 
‘Sec. 4. That it shall be thè duty ofthe Treasurer to receive 
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same on warrants drawn by the Secretary, &¢ He shall_at all 
times submit to the Secretary ofthe Treasury, and the Comp- 
troller, or either of them, the inspection of the moneys in his 
hands; and shall give bond and security for the faithful perform- 
ance ofthe dutiesin his office, and jor the fidelity of the per- 
sons to be by him employed,” &c. 


Now, if this plan of an Independent Treasuty, 
under consideration, be a measure so monstrous, 
so unparalleled in its absurdity and wickedness, 


i| as gentlemen, suppese, how did it happen that the 


father’s of the Repnblic were guilty of es:ablishing it 
almcst in the terms of this bill? They enacted that 
the public money should be kept by a Treasurer; 
that he alone should pay it out, and should submit 
the moneys -to the inspection of officers appointed 
for that purpose. These are the very provisions 
of the present bill. Like the law of eighty-nine, 


it declares that the public money shall be received, 
Kept, and disbursed by Government officers, and 
that it shall be inspected from time to time by per- 


| 
| 
i 


and keep the moneys of the United States, and to disburse the | 


fi 
| 
| 
| 
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strong reasons why our fatbers should have adopted 
a plan of this kind, and why they should require the 
revenue to be paid in goid and silver only. Sir, 
they were in the full enjoyment of a most beautiful 
paper system. The idea of the gentleman from 
North Carolina was realized—the circulation was 
full, even to overflowing—the country had never 
possessed so much circulating medium before; and 
according to the argument of gentlemen, its condi- 
tion ought to have been happy and prosperous in 
the highest degree. A gentlemen, in the course of 
this debate, read to us a market bill, made out at 
that time; and it shows that the currency was glo- 
riously full, indeed. Veal and lamb were then at 
eighty cents per pound—good fresh butter at three 
dollars, and a pair of shoes at a hundred and twenty 
do:lars. 

A lieutenant in the Revolution once received 
thirty thousand dollars for his month’s pay. Sir, 
it was a glorious time; we enjoyed a paper curren- 
cy in its highest perfection. A lieutenant was cer- 

| tainly well paid when his wages amounted to thir- 

| ty thousand dollarsa month. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, he had to pay out the whole amount for one 
uniform coat. Here we see the doctrine of a full 
currency in all its beauties. How cruel it was to 
reduce the price of labor when it stood at a hun- 
dred dollars a day. A most flagitious attack on 
the interests of the poor man. The poor man, how- 
ever, did not then think so. The unanimous voice 
of the entire people condemned the system as most 
ruinous, and when the convention assembled to 
form a Constitution, they determined to abolish it 
as fast as possible; and with a view to prevent its 
recurrence, they inserted the provision that no 
State of the Union should be -allowed to 
issue biils of credit. They had seen and suffered 
somuch under a bloated paper circulation, that they 
resolved upoan a general reform. So flagrant and 
so multiplied were the evils of the system, that no- 
thing can excuse it but the plea of absolate necessity. 
Our liberties were at stake. We were waging the 
war ot freedom, and almost any thing was justifia- 
ble, which would enable us to go through it at al- 
most any sacrifice. When, therefore, we come to 
look at the bill, we find it reverts to the principles 
of 1789. 

It requires the public money to be collected in the 
only currency known to the Constitution. I utter- 
ly deny that the Constitution ever contemplated 
that paper money should be received for Govern- 

.ment dues. The Convention prohibited the use of 
bills of credit to the States, and they certain- 
ly did not intend to tse them themselves. But -we 

` are grown so wise that we have no respect for the 
work of our venerated ancestors. 
“We think our fathers fools, so wise we grow; 
Our wiser sons, perhaps, will think us s0.” 

There can be no doubt that the fathers of this 
Republic never contemplated such a thing as re- 
ceiving or paying out the dues of the Government 
in paper money. Thatis an invention of modern 
times. It was one feature, and a favorite one, in 
the policy of the Federal party, to link the destinies 
of the Government with those of moneyed corpora- 

{ tions, and thus, indirectly, acquired aú aé¢umula- 

| tion of power, united to their ambitious designs, 
| but dangerous to republican doctrines. 


I will now, Mr. Chairman, advert to the opera- 
; tion of the Independent Treasnry system in refe- 
rence to the losses which it is said willacerne un- 
der it. And I ask what consequences will flow 
from having the public, money kept by Govern- 
| ment officers, different from what now exist, and 


į always have.existed? Wherever the public money 


has been deposited, it has always been received in 
the first instance by public í fficers; and it has al- 
‘ways been transferred into the hands of disbursing 
agents, so that every dollar of the public treasure 
has twice passed through the hands of individuals. 
And gentlemen do not propcse to change this 
state of things, but take a distinction between of- 
ficers who receive and disburse the public moneys, 
and officers who keep them. I cannot see the 
grounds of the distinction. Have not the former 
class an opportunity to defraud the Government as 
completely as those of the latter? What is there to 
prevent them? Can they not conceal the amount of 


sons appointed for that purpose. There were very || moneys they receive? Cannot they do this under a 
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Bank of the United States, or under the State 


banks? Has there ever been a financial system 
known amorg mer, wh'ch could entirely prevent 
peculation? Never; and no scheme the wit of man 
can devise ever will prevent it, till all men shall 
become honest. When that happy time shall ar- 
rive when men will beat their swords into plough 
shares, an? their spears into pruning hooks, aud 
shall leara war no mere, then, probably, Govern- 
ment will cease to lose by faithless agents; but so 
long as men remain corrupt and avaricious, we 
may expect that losses, to a greater or less extent, 
will be incurred. 

There must also be disbursing officers, as we 
have always had; and even if we establish a Bank 
of the United States, they may defraud the Go- 
vernment: aad the Bank, so far from preventing 
this evil, will only increase the danger by introduc- 
ing a third set of agents. 

According to this bill, there are to be some few 
receiving officers, and in the hands of some of 
them there will occasionally be large sums of mo- 
ney. No doubt they may defraud the Government. - 
Bat woulda National Bank prevent this? Did not : 
frands and peculations prevail to an immense ex- ` 
tent under the Bank of the United States? It is 
unjust and unfair to draw a comparison, as is fre- - 
quently done by gentlemen on the other side of the 
House, between individuals and banks, because | 
they themselves do not propose to dispense with re- : 
ceiving and disbursing officers. The only just 
comparison is between the banis and the few new | 
officers who are to be created. A comparison of 


: in your defence? 


losses under these officers and under banks is worth | 


nothing; it is perfectly idie, since the same cppor- , 
tunity to defraud will confessedly exist under your 
bank system. Under a bank there will be more 
probability of loss from individuals, because, as 
the money received is expected te be placed in 
_ bank, the Treasury Department w'll nct be so cau- 
tious in taking ample security; but whrn the money 
isto remain in the hands of receivers, more care will 
_ be exercised, and heavier bonds will be required. 

The great danger apprehended from the Inde- 

ndent Treasury is, that it will destroy the banks. 

he gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. RAYNER] : 
seems to think this a necessary and inevitable con- 
sequence; he predicts that every bank from Maine 

_ to Georgia will in the end be prestrated. 

Sir, I only wish that the system we propose 
would have one-tenth part of the efficiency which 
its enemies seem to suppose. I fear we anticipate 
too much from it, and that it will not operate so 
usefully as we apprehend. My chief fear is, that 
it will not be able to check that wild extravagance 
which has been introduced among us by the use of 


a EE TY 


banks, and the prevalence of the credit sysiem. |! 


The bill, however, will accomplish much; and if it 
prevents but one of those wild expansions and con- 
tractions from which such wide-spread ruin has 
covered the land, it will prove a bless'ng to the 


extent. I repeat that my only fear is that the mea- 
sure will not have the power to accomplish all that 
_ good which its friends fondly anticipate. 

How will it cperate? In ordinary times it does 
not require a very large amount of specie to con- 
duct the regular and customary operations of Go- ; 
vernment. It is calcu'aied that not more than five 
millions need be in the Treasury at any one time. 
There certainly will net at any time be much more | 


than that sum, unless from extracrdinary importa- |, 


ticns. Of all the evils we have endured, those which | 
bave proceeded from the unlimited and unrestrained 
credit of corporations, have been the greatest and | 
the most faial. If the demand fer gold and silver , 
in payment of public dues will prevent this, it will 
be fortunate for the country; and I do believe it will 
have a strong tendency to circumscribe this credit. 
The banks will not give such large accommodations, 


or furnish the means of such extravagant importa- i! 
tions. Knowing that the Government cfficers will |i 


draw upon them for specie, the banks will natu- 
rally lock to their means of meeting their demands. 
It may not effect this at once. We are net to ex- 
pect a complete reformaticn in a day or a year; but 
I insist that the Independent Treasury will be the 
best regulator of the currency heretofore conceived, 
and an infinitely better one than the zo much lauded 


Bank of the United States. That bank never regu- 
lated the curreacy or the other banks till it regula- 
ted itself; and it never regulated itself till it was 
compelled by dire necessity. 

I know the argnment is, that, by the bill under 
consideration the people are to be injured—the 
great mass of the community to be ruined, and a 
gang of mercenary office holders are to reap all 
the benefit. But the number of persoas who 
pay duties is comparatively small; it consists, for 
the most part, of wealthy merchants, and men 
engaged in speculations—men who roll in splen- 
dor and enjoy bank facilities without limit. These 
are the men who will principally be called upon 
to pay specie into the Treasury. It is indeed trae 
that the hardy pioneer of the West must pay 
gold and silver into the land office for his little 
portion of the public domain; but still the great 
bulk of the receipts will come, as | said, from the 
bank facility men; and these cannot justly com- 
plain. But while there are to pay this hard mo- 
ney, who is to receive it? In reply to this inquiry, 
gentlemen seem unable even to think of any body 
but “the office holders.” Yes, the pampered of- 
fice holders, they are to get all the specie. Is this 
true? Do not gentlemen know that the numbers 
who receive will be far greater than those who 
pay it? Look at the number of the pensioners— 
all these will receive their pensions in gold and 
silver. Are these the odious “office holders?” 


‘| Where are all your war worn soldiers too, the 


men who fight your battles and bare their bosoms 
Are these pamrered office 
holders, wallowing in luxury and rolling ia wealth 
and ease? Where are the bands of your hardy 
tars and the chivalrous officers who have as often 
led them to victory on the stormy deep? Are 
these, too, Office holders? Gentlemen seem to 
forget that where one man pays into the 
Treasury, there are hundreds who receive 
money out of it. The mass of the peo- 
ple will not be injured, but benefited. It 
is indeed true that the office holders will share in 
the benefit, but they will share it with contractors 
for the mails, and with the multitudes of laborers 
on the public works, Do gentlemen think that 
they can get the people to believe this bill will in- 
jure them, by denouncing office holders? “Tell 
that to the mariaes—sailors won’t believe it.” In 
my own district there will be perhaps fifty men who 
will be payers to Government, while there are a 
thousand who will be receivers. You can’t de- 
ceive my constituents on that point. They know 
that what they may receive under this bill, while it 
is good to-day, will also be good to-morrow. They 
have suffered teo much from depreciated paper 
money to forget it readily. They have been pretty 


| well shaved; and all your arguments in favor of 


paper, and against gold and silver, are wholly 
lost on such men. They see before their eyes the 


i! operation of this boasted credit system, and are able 
country. This 1 believe it wiil do, at least to some |; 


to compare it with the hard money Independent 
Treasury proposed by this bill. Tney keow that 
the gold and silver is not carted to and froin wa- 
gon loads, for the Government only, but gets into 
the hard hands of the laborers and mechanics, and 
from them passes into the general circulation. So 
far, too, from this bill injuring the banks, Ido 
conscientiously be!ieve that on the contrary it will 
be serviceable to them. The bank officers know 
the evils of their system from over issues, 
and the pressing demands of their customers 


which they cannot well resist; but under this sys- | 
tem they could say, “we can go no father.” In! 
many parts of the country the banks will be pro- | 
tected by it from these fatal runs to which they are 

In my own district half a million will be © 


exposed. 
annually received in specie, and thrown into cir- 
culation, or else they will get Government drafts, 
which are as good as gold and silver to the banks; 


for theycan be exchanged dollar for dollar; and . 


are some times preferred to the hard cash. The 
banks even now feel it to be a great convenience. 
Treasury drafts will always protect them as long 
as they are paid in specie. i 

Bot again we are told that this bill provides in 
effect two currencies, one for the Government and 
another for the people; and this is madea topic of 
declamation against the plan. Now if the pecple 


paene 


and the Government had always, until now, had 
the same currency, there might be some force in 
this objection. But so tar is this from having been 
the fact, that under the Bank of the United States, 
not only had they two currencies, but forty cur- 
rencies, in different sections of the country, each 
having a separate scale of depreciation ranging 
from 1 to 99 per cent. 

The glorious and so much lauded Bank of the 
United States gave us a currency which was depre- 
ciated and disnonored by the Bank itself. During 
its existence it did not furnish more than one-tenth 
part of the circulation of the Union. In its palmy 
days its circulation was only ten or fifteen mil- 
lions of dollars; yet we are told that it farnished a 
sound currency for the whole country. Its notes, 
I admit, were generally good, for thcse who could 
get them; to these they were the same as gold and 
silver; but they formed a small portion of the cir- 
culation. Now the question arises whether we 
shall take the currency established by the Consti- 
tution in preference to one that is constantly fluc- 
tuating; in other words, whether we shal! measure 
by the standard bushel, which is always of one size, 
or use false measures, which vary perpetually? So 
with the laborer: the question is, whether he shall 
take a real dollar, or that which, though called a 
dollar, will not purchase for him a dollar’s worth 
of.any thing? I affirm that the Bank of the United 
States never did or could regulate the currency of 
this country. It cannot do it. And why not? A 
bank, as all men know, will always pursue 
its own interest. Each bank, in any com- 
munity, wishes to loan and to circulate as much 
as it can, because it lives on the interest it receives 
on what it loans and can circulate. A number of 
banks may commence together, and fora time keep 
side by side. Butpresently one of them begins to 
extend its circulation. Its neighbor bank soon dis- 
covers this from theJlarge dividends the banks 
makes; and it begins to play the same game. They 
become in debt to more prudent banks, who very 
soon begin to follow suit. It was just so with the 
Bank of the United States—by extending its eircu- 
lation, it felt in debt to the State banks, and ena- 
bled them to expand: but whenever it chese, by 
curtaling its issues and discounts, to be satisfied 
with smaller profits, it Soon brought the State banks 
in debt to it. The result is, that when the large 


‘bank, with heavy capital, expands, the smaller 


banks reund it, are enabled to expand likewise; 
but as soon as it contracts, they are obliged to fol- 
low the example and contract also. Hence the 
reascn of those ruinous expansions and con'rac- 
tions all over the country. And a large bank 
never can be a regulator to the smaller ones around 
it, until it is first willing to reduce its own profits. 
Now what was the course pursued by the United 
States Bank in 1817? Instead of acting cautious- 
ly, and limiting its issues, it dashed off at full 
speed, till, inthe month of March, 1818, its loans 
and discounts amounted to no less than forty-one 
millions of dollars. Thus, in a single year, it had 
expended from three millions to forty-cne millions ! 
What became of the other banks? Just at that 
time the Bank of Virginia expanded its loans and 
circulation at the rate of from fifty to sixty pet cent. 
The course of the great bank produced a general 
expansion, and a consequent inflation of prices; 
and its loans became greater and greater, till 
March, 1818, when it was compelled to contract; 
and immediately the State banks were compelled 
to contract in like manner. The Bank of Virginia, 
in 1819, contracted its issues nearly one-half. 

The gentleman from Norh Carolina (Mr. Ray- 
NER] drew largely on his imagination in describing 
to us the glorious state of the conntry under the 
Bank of the United States. True, it did raise the 


` prce of all commodities; corn rose as high as se- 
-ven dollars per barrel. 


And for this the gentle- 
man teld us he felt most happy in glorifyiog that 
toble institution. Yes, the country, no doubt, 
seemed very happy. So adrunkard, while becom- 
ing intoxicated, feels himself one of the happiest 
fellows imaginable; he lives so fast that he is dise 
posed to be pleased with all the world: he is “‘o’er 
all the ills of life victorious.” But at last be has 
to get sober, He mustcool off. In that process 
of cooling, he has to reduce himself below the 
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Standard of sound health, and in so doing, must 
suffer the headache. Much such a process this na- 


tion had to undergo in 1818 and 1819. The cir- | 
culation of the bank fell from eight to three and a 
We then heard no complaints | 


half millions. : 
abeut reducing the price of labor—oh, no—no de- 
nunciation against ruinous experiments. The bank 
was not to blame—not at all. t cor 
and expand at pleasure. It was all right in the 
bank. But if Government attempts to check ex- 
travagance, it is, in the opinion of gentlemen, an 
experiment—a reckless, profligate, experiment 
on the currency, and it is charged with 
the ruin of the country! These matters must 


be left to the banks—they know how to manage it _ 


all, say gentlemen. No doubt they do; and they 
will manage it just to suit their own interest; and 


gentlemen here are willing to surrender themselves, : 
body and soul—life and limb, prospects and pro- |. 
perty, into the hands ofa soulless corporation. Yut | 
if Government tries to prevent these public evils, | 
they are called a set of ignorant, tyrannical tinkers, ' 
who do not understand the subject. But, sir, of all | 


tyranny, that of a moneyed corporation is, in my 
opinion, the most insupportable. 

If I am to have a masier, as John Randolph of 
Roanoke said, let me have one thatI can respect 
—a man with sword and epaulette—not a bank 
president, sitting in his parlor “calm as the sum- 
mer’s morning,” and armed with a geose quill. I 
would as soon live under the secret counci! of Ve- 

. nice, as at the will and pleasure of a souliess mo- 
neyed corporation. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I promised to show to the 
committee and to the country, that the Bank of the 


United States never did regulate the currency, and j 


I will now proceed to do so. 

I hold in my hand a report from the Secretary of 
the Treasury to the Senate, made on the 28th May, 
1838, nambered 457, which shows the price of 
bank notes in Philadelphia, from 1814 to 1838, 

, and also the rates of foreign and domestic exchange 
in Philadelphia and New York, for the greater part 
of that time. I consider it a most valuable decu- 


_ment, containing a mass of information and facts | 


showing clearly the truth of my position. I will 
begin with the year 1818, after the United States 


‘Bank had been in operation more than a year, || 


and most.of the solvent banks had resumed specie 
payments. In the tables given ia this report, the 
currency ia Philadelphia were considered at par, 
and other bank notes and specie compared with that 
currency as the standard. Now, Mr. Chairman, 
let us see how this great regulator succeeded in 
keeping the currency uniform for the year 1818. 
Boston notes were at 2 per cent. discount, New 
York 3 discount, Pennsylvania 2 to 6, Delaware 4 
to 12, Maryland 6 to 10, North Carolina 2 to 6, 
Tennesse, Kentucky, and Obio,4 to 10 discount, and 
Spanish dollars from 1 to 6 per cent. premium. Is 
this the regulator of the currency of which gentle- 
men boast so much, when bank notes from a dis- 
tance were at a heavy discount and specie at a 
high premium atthe docr of the bank? Was this 
the sound uniform currency of which we have 
heard so mach? I find a note to this table in the 
following words: “A committee of directors of the 


United States Bank, in a report dated October 30th, [l 
1818, gives as one reascn why a curiailment of | 


discounts was necessary, the unexampled premium 


paid at this time for specie which is said to be the | 


per cent. on Spanish ‘dollars, aud a considerable 
though less premium On other coins.” 


I think gentemen will admit that, at this time, i 


the currency was very badly regulated. But a 
gentleman near me says the Bank had not had 
time to correct the state of the currency, and I 


ought to look to the next year. I will accommo- | 
date the gentleman. How then stands the case - 
in 1819? Here it is: Massachusetts, Rhode Isl- 

l! a tolerable condition. 


and, and Connecticut bank notes from 4 to 5 


per cent. discount, New York county and New. | 


Jersey the zame, Maryland 3 to 8, North Carolina 
3to 8, South Carolina 2 to 14, Georgia 2to 20, 
Tennessee and Kentucky 1010 25 discount, and 
Spanish dollars from 3 to 6 premium. l 

Mr. Niles, from: whose Weekly Register the 
tales at New York atid Baltimore were taken, says 
tee price of bank Rotes varied several per 


It might contract | 
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cent. in the course of a week. The notes which 
were at par in one part of the country, were 
m other parts at a heavy discount. At the 
same time that exchange at New Orleans on 
New York was at {rom seven to ten per cent. 
discount, exchange at New York on New Orleans 
was at six per cent. discount. A!l the banks 
whose notes were ata discount at New York of 


; less than five per cent. and some others, were un- | 
: derstocd to pay specie “on demand.” How does | 


the gentleman near me [Mr. Morrog] like the 
year 1819? If he thinks this was still too soon to 


t expect a sound currency, I will pass on to the year 


1820. Here we find all the New England notes at 
from 2 to 4 per cent. discount; Virginia 1 to 3; 
North Carolina 2 to 10; South Carolina 1 to 6; 
Ohio 15 to 23; and the branch notes of the United 
States Bank of New Hampshire, Connec'icut, and 
Boston, from 2 to 4 per cent. discount. Yes, Mr. 


Chairman, its own branch notes were. dishonored | 
by the mother bank in Philadelphia, and sold be- | 


fore its eyes at from 2 to 4 percent. discount. This, 
ton, was in the year 1820, three years after it had 


|, been engaged in regulating the currency and ex- 
' changes; and yet gentlemen rise here in their 


places before the House and the country, and 


', State, with the utmost apparent confidencg, that 
. this Bank always furnished a sound and uniform 


curieocy, such a one as no country was ever be- 
fore blessed with—a currency better than gold and 
silver. Does it not prove that gentlemen have for- 
gotten the history of the times, and drawn on their 


: imaginations for facts and arguments to sustain 
i the weakness of their cause? 


Let ns pass on to the year 1821. Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, and Connecticut notes from 
2 to 4 per cent. discount through the whole year; 


i New York (country) 1 to 6; Tennessee and Ken- | 


tucky 25 to 50; and United States branch notes of 
‘Boston and New Hampshire 2 per cent. discount 
from January to December. 

Here, sir, so far from farnishing a sound and 
aniform currency for the country, this great regu- 
lator could not prevent the depreciation of its own 
branch notes, at its own door, nor did it regulate 
the banks in the State or Pennsylvania, where it 


; was located. - 
Are gentlemen not convined, or will they require | 


me to go on? Let us then Icok to the year 1822: 
here it is, but the picture is not improved: Maine 
notes fell te 10 per cent. discoun!; other New Eng- 
land, 2 to 4; New York, country; 1 to 5; Norih Ca- 
rolina, 2 to 12; Georgia, 2to 14; Tennessee and 
Kentucky, 35 to 70; and United States branch 
notes of New Hampshiré and Massachusetts, stiil 
two per cent. discount in Philadelphia. 

In 1823, things were no beiter. Maine netes 
were at 10 per cent. discount the whole year; other 


| New England, 2 to 3; New York, country, and Penn- 
 sylvania, 1 to 5; North Carolina, South Carolina, 


and Georgia, 4 to 12; Ohio, 6; Tenneisee, 35; and 


‘| Kentucky, 70 discount. 
In 1824 and °25, Mame notes were still at 10 per į 


cent, discount; other New England. 2 to 3; North 


_ Carolina, Georgia, and Ohio, 3 to 6;- Tennessee, 15 
+ to 20; and Kentucky, 55. 


In 1826, New England notes were generally 24 


per cent. discoun!; New York, country, 2 to 5; Loui- |: 


siana, 5; Mississippi, 10; Tennessee, 20; and Ken- 
tucky, 50 per cent. discount. 


They were forty or 


whole time from 25 to 90 per cent. discount. 
Sir, I could go on and show that the currency 


‘ continued greatly deranged antil about the time | 
- Gen. Jackson informed Congress that they were 


not to expect him to. sanction a recharter of the 
Bank. : 


About this time currency and exchanges got into i' 


The bank was about to be 
put on its good behavior, and found it necessary 
to act more proden'ly, that it might secure a new 
charter. This continued until the removal of the 
ceposites, when ‘the great panic raised by the Op- 
position produced temporary difficulties, which, 
however, soon passed away after the adjournment 
of Congress in 1834. It is a remarkable fact, that 
Guting the simo the Miaie banks were the deposi. 
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tories of the public moneys, there was less 
deprecixton in bank notes than had existed before 
for twenty years, notwihsianding the abuse 
he pd on them by the Opposition, aud their subse- 
quent miscondeci and suspension. I will do them 
the justice to say tnat the depreciation of bank 
notes, and the difference in exchange was never 
less than during the years 1835, °36, and till the 


; Suspension in 1837, 


I will not trouble the committee with detailed ac- 


. counts of the fluctuations in foreign and domestic 


exchanges, but by examination they will be found 
to correspond to a great extent with the price 
of bank notes. So far, then, Mr. Chairman, from 


. giving us one sound and uniform currency, the 


bank was unable even to keep its own branch 
notes at par, and refused to receive the notes of 


| other specie paying banks, unless they were lo- 


cated in the immediate vicinity of its branches 
where they could (as in fact they did) demand 
weekly seitlements, and compel the State banks to 
pay balances in specie, or in drafis on the Northern 
cities. The Bank of the United States did what 
is now charged almost as a crime on the Admini- 
nistration—it established one currency foritself, and 
left the great mass of the people to get on as 
well as they could with depreciated paper, 
at almost every rate of discount, from one to ninety- 
nine percent. and yet gentlemen tell us we had the 
best currency in the world. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Cooper] went so far as to state 
that the notes of the bank were not only good, but ` 
at a premium even in China. Now, sir, I kave no 
doubt the gentleman thinks so. I have heard this 
statement before, and seen it in the newspapers, 
bat I have no hesitation in saying it is totally un- 
true. The Bank of England certainly stands as 
high in this country as the United States could have 
done in China; and is there a man in the House 
who thinks notes of the Bank of England would 
circulate currently here? An importing merchant 
would not take them to make remittances, as he 
would a bill of exchange. Bat, sir, itis idle and 
preposterous to say they would circulate through 
the country as money. A single bank note may 
have passed from one American merchant to ano- 
therin China, who was returning home, but a 
Hong merchant would have been surprised at a 
proposition to pay him in bank notes. Who ever 
sent these notes to China to buy a cargo of tea? 
The very idea i» absurd and ridiculous. 

I wish, Mr. Chairman, to examine the operation 
of this Bank upon the business and industry of the 
country; but before I do so, I will refer gentiemen 


~to theopinion’ of two distinguished gentlemen now 


of the Opposition, at the time of granting the char- 
ter in J816. Jl have mislaid the extracts, but will 
State from memory. Mr. Sergeant was opposed to 
a capital of thirty-five millions, and thought twen- 
ty millions sufficient. He contended that it was 
the duty of the Government to take care of the cur- 
rency, but that this Bank was not the proper re- 
medy. 

Mr. Webster insisted that chartering the Bank 
would not relieve the public distress, and, Cenied 
that it was the business of the Government. to re- 
gulate the currency. He maintained that we had 
the best currency the world ever saw; that our fa- 


|! thers were hard money men, and established a 
i: hard money Government. 
I have omitted to notice many other banks, which ©. 

are placed in separate tables. 
| fifty in number, and their notes varied through this | 


He was oppored to a 
Bank of the United States, and I quote him now as 
advocating the doctrine that it is the duty of the 
Government to demand its revenues in gold and 
silver as the only currency recognised by the Con- 
stitution, . ; 

I have prepared a table, showing the operations 
of the United States Bank from 1816 to 1836, which 
1 will here exhibit, as I shall have to refer to it as Í 
preceed in relation to the fluctuation of prices pro- 
duced by expansion and contraction of its loans 
and issues, 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Treasury report, January 15, 1839. 
> Loa 


ns and discounts. Cireulation. 
1817, February,- $3,495,000 $1,911,000 
1818, March, - 41,121,000 8,339,000 
1819, January, 35,786,000 6,563,000 
1820, ce 31,401,000 3,589,000 
30,905,000 4,567,000 
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1892, 98,061,000 5,578,000 
1623, 30,736,000 4,361,000 
1894, 33,432,000. 4,647 000 
1825, 31,812,000 6,068,000 
1836, 33,424,000 9,474,000 
1897, 30,937,000 8,549,000 
1898, 33,682,000 9,855,000 : 
1829, 39,219,000 11,901,000 
1830, 40,663,000 12,224,000 
1831, 44,032,000 16,251,000 
1832, 66,293,000 21,355,000 
1833, 61,695,000 17,518,000 
1834, 54,911,000 19,208,000 
1835, 51,808,000 17,339,000 
1836, 59,232 000 23,075,000 - 
1834, December, 45,578,000 15,603,000 | 
1835, Jaly, 65,197,000 95,332,000 
ase in seven 
jga neaniy $20,000,000 10,000,000 


From this table it appears, in about one year 
from its commencement, its loans and discounts 
had risen up to forty-one millions of dollars, with 
acirealation of eight millions; all the other banks 
followed the example of this great regulator, and in 
a short time all were compelled to contract. The 
cirealation of this bank went down to three ani a 
half millions in two years, and in 1822 its dis- 
counts were only twenty-eight millions. So extra- 
vagant and impradent was it in 1818, that it again 
raised its discount line to the amount in that year 
till the year 1831, when it reached forty-four mil- 
lions, and being then determined to force a rechar- 
ter, in spite of the Roman firmness of Gen. Jack- 
son, it increased its loans and discounts to sixty-six 
millions; an increase of twenty-two millions in one 
year, increasing its circulation, in the same time, 
five millions. 

In December, 1834, añer the memorable panic 
session of Congress, in which the distress orators 
uttered such loud and dolefal lamentations over 
what they called the ruin of the Constitution, and 
the desolation of the country, the discounts were 
reduced to forty-five millions—a reduction said to 
be necessary, as its charter had but about fifteen 
months to ran; but notwithstanding this pressing 
necessity, as it was called, in the short space of 
seven months the loans and discounts were in- 
creased about twenty millions, and the issues about 
ten millions of dollars. This, sir, was the com- 
mencement of that wild and reckless extravagance 
afterwards pursued by the State banks, until the 
whole system blew up like the eraption of a volca- 
cano. Letus now go back and examine the result 
of these expansions and experimen's by the bank, 
whieh then, as now, was considered as a grAnd pa- 
nacea for “all the ills whieh flesh is heir to.” We 
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A house and lot which, Lam informed, was bought for $10,000, 
after $600 had been paid by the purchaser, was soki under a 
mortgage for $1,500, leaving the original purchaser (besides 
his advances) $3,500 in debt. A number of sales, which ex- 
cited at the same time astonishment and pity, have occurred 
in this town. Comparison of focal sufferings should not be 
indulged in, but I am told that Lexington is less afflicted than 
almost any other part of the State.” 

“Bankruptcies for large amounts were of frequent occurrence. 
Mention is made, among others, of the bankruptcy of a mer- 
chant tailor in the litte town of York, Pennsylvania, who 
failed for the eum of eighty-four thousand dollars. 

“Thia was, indeed, an important affair in a town containing 
but three or four thousand inhabitants; but it sunk into insig- 
nificance when compared with some of the failures in the large 


. Cities, “So extensive were these among the merchants of the 


© cities east of Baltimore, that it seemed to bo disreputable to | 


heard of ruin and distress in 1834—we hear.’ 


on this floor, every day, of scenes and pic- 
tures derived from the heated imaginations of 


political partisans, intended for effect through the 


country, in the coming Presidential election; bu’, 
sir, we have nothing to compare with the sad reali- 
ties suffered in 1819, "20, and °21, and produced by 
the operations of this same United States Bank. I 
have some extracts which I will trouble the Clerk 
to read. 


Distress in 1819: 


“Frum all parts of our country,” says Mr. Niles, “we hear of 
a severe pressure i 
trade, 2 large reduction in the price of staple articles Real pro- 


perty is rapidly depreciating in iw nominal value, and its renis ` 


or profisare exceedingly diminishing. Many highly respect- 
able traders have become bankrupts 
others must ‘go:’ the banks are refusing their enstomary ac- 
commodations: confidence among merchants is shaken, and 
three per cent. per month is offered for the discount of promis- 


notes, which a little while ago wcre considered as good as ; 


On gold,’ and whose makers have not since enffered any iosees 
to render their notes less valuable than heretofore.” 

Four months afterwards, he saya, “ft is estimated that there 
are 20,000 persons daily seeking work in Philadelphia; in New 
York 10, able-bodied men are said to be wandering about the 
mreets looking for it, and if we add to them the women who de- 
sire something to do, the amount cannot be lesa than 20,000: in 


Baltimore there may be about 10,000 persons in unstesdy em- | 


ment, or actually suffering because :hey cannot get into 

ness. We know several decent men, lately ‘good livers,’ 
who now subsist on such victuals as two years ago they would 
not have given their servants in the kitchen.” 

“A writer in the Kentucky Gazette, quoted by Niles on the 
9h of October, observed: ‘Slaves which soid some time ago, 
and could command the most ready money, have fallen to an 
inadequate value. A slave which hires for 80 or 108 doHars 

annem, may be purchased for 300 or 400. A house and 
on street, for which $15,000 had been offered 
bome time pest, soki under ihe officer’s hammer for 1,800. 


on men in business, a general stagnation of | 


and it isagreed thatmany . 


stop payment for lesa than 100,000 dollars; the fashionable 
amount was from 2 to 300,000 dollars; and the tip-top quality, 
thesupport of whose families had cost them from 3 to 12 

dollars a year, were honored with an amount at debt exceed. 
ing 500,900 dollars, and nearly as much as a million of dollars. 
The prodigality and waste of sume of these were almost beyond 
beliet; we have heard that the furniture of a single parlor pos- 
seased (we Cannot say belonging) to one of them, cost 40,000 


dollars. Bo it wasin all the great cities—dash, dash, dash— 
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venders of tape and bobbins transformed into persons of high a 


blood, and the song of reapectable citizens converted into knaves 
of rank—through speculation, and the facilities of the abomi- 
nable paper system.” 

Distress ın 1820: 

“lt is said,” remarkod Mr. Niles on the 2] Beptember, 1520, 
“but we know not how to believe it, that corn is selling at ten, 
and wheatat twenty cents per tushel, specie, in some parts of 
Kentucky. At thia rate how are debts to bepaid?* Mr. Niles 
appears afterwads to have ha:lother ovidence sufficient te over- 
come ħfs incredulity, for he fremarked on the 15th of Septem- 
ber, IXI: “a gentleman in Western Virginia directs the register 
to be stopped, because he usedte pay for it annually with one 
barrel of flower, but that three will not do it now. Another, a 
miller in Ohio, on paying his advance to my agent, observed, 
that he had sold four barrels of flourto obtain the note of five 
dollars which was remitted.” 

“In other publications we have evidence of the lowness of 
rices. For example: in the United States Gazette of May 23, 
S21, com ia said w have been sold at Cincinnati at ten cents a 

bushel: and the same periodical of the let of June, has a notice 
of a letter from a practical farmer in Harrison county, Ohi 

stating that wheat had fallen to twenty-five cents a bushel, anc 
in some instances at twelve and a-half cents. A letter from 
Greenfield, Ohio, dated May 3, 1&21, and quoted in the Gazette 


f June 23, states that wheat was sold at twelve and a-half cents , 


a bushel, and that whiske 
The Weekly Register of 
tion from “a late Pittsburg Mercury.’ 


was dullat fifteen cents a gallon. 
ay 19h, gives the following quota- 
Flour, a barrel, 81: 


whiskey fifteen cents a gallon: good merchantable pine boards, . 


twenty cents a hundred feet: sheep and calves one dollar a head. 
Foreign goods at the old prices. One bushel and a-half of wheat 
will buy a pound ofcoffee: a barrel of flour will buy a pound 
of tea; twelve and a half barrels will buy one yard of superfine 
broadeloth.” . 
Here we see the natural result of the ruinous 
Bank expansion of 1817, when its loans rose to the 
enormous amount of forty-one millions. The 
contraction which unavoidably ensued, brought 
down the prices of produce infinitely lower than 
they are at present; it took four barrels of flour to 
day for one years’ subscription to Niles’s Register, 
and twenty barrels would not more than by aman 
a coat. 


In New York, Philadelphia, and Balti- . 


more, fifty thousand persons were without any re- ' 
,; gular employment, and in the utmost distress. 


Such were the results of the “eredit system” of this 
grand regniatcr of the currency, and of what gen- 
tlemen talk so much about; public confidence de- 
stroyed, not by the Administration, but by their 


' boasted Bank. 


We are vehemently denounced because we are 
unwilling to encourage men, not worth the clothes 


. they wear, 10 borrow immense sums from the Bank, 


roll in luxury like princes, then break, and throw 
ther losses on henest men, and after all turn 
round and abuse the Administration as the cause of 
their folly and fraud. Wold gentlemen have us 
to give credit to bankrupts? Is it attacking the 
credit system—is it destroying public confidence, 
if we refuse to encourage fraud and swindling? 
Tf you charter another National Bank, you will pro- 
bably rgain extend credit and confidence,as was done 
before, and then when the country is again ruined, 
the Administration again will be denounced, unless 
it will sustain the credit of cheats, bankrupts, and 
swindlers. Why, sir, I aver that in its very birth, 
the United States Bank commenced in fraud. Its 
capital was never paid in specie, as the charter re- 
qu:red; ye! the Bank began to loan money to those 
who had subscribed for stock, and who were com- 
pelled to borrow from the Bank to pay their instal- 
ments. No wonder its shares soon rose to a hun- 
dred and fifty-six dollars. I: was a grand specula- 
tion; and while it lasted, all was very well; but the 
year after the stock went down from a hundred and 
fifty-six to ninety-eight. Many poor widows and 
orphans, whose friends had advised them to buy the 
stock at a hundred and twenty, thirty, forty, and 
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fifty dollars per share, were compelled, when the 
panic came, tosell out below par. But nobody 
blames the Bank. The Bank could not help it. It 
gave us a glorious currency, say gentlemen; and it 
was only a mfsfortune whichcompelled it to curtail 
its issues, and call in its debts. Tuly it was a great 
misfortune, indeed, and produced by the mimanage- 
ment of the Bank; and when we are asked again to 
give our confidence to such an institution, should 
we not remember these things? No doubt a new 
bank would go on swimmingly for some months, 
perhaps lonzer; but, sooner or later, we should have 
the scenes of 1819 and 1821 over again. 

Now let us look at the description of the country 
given by Mr. Cray in 1824, when things had some- 
what improved: 

Extract from Mr. Clay’s speech in 1824, Niles’s Register, 
vol. 2, puges 378 and 387. 

“In casting our eyes around us, the most prominent circum- 
stance which fixes ourattention, and challenges our deepest re- 
gret, is the general distress which pervades the whole country. 
lt ìs forced upon us by numerous facts of the most incontesta- 
ble characier. It is indicated by the diminished exports of na- 
tive produce; by the depressed and reduced state of our foreign 
navigation; by our diminished commerce; by successive un- 
thteshed crops of grain, perishing in our barns and barn yards 
forthe want of a market; by the alarming diminution of the 
circulating medium; by the numerous bankruptcies, not 
limited to the trading classes, but extending to all orders of 
society; by an universal complaint of the want of employment, 
and aconsequent reduction of the wages of labor; by the rave- 
nous pursuit after public situations, not for the sake of their 
honora and the performance of their public duties, but asa 
means of private subsistence; by the reluctant resort to the 
perilous use of paper money; by the intervention of legislation 
in the delicate relation between debtor and creditor; and, above 
all, by the tow and depressed state of the value of almost every 
description of the whole mass of the property of the nation 
which has, on an average, sunk not less than about fifty per 
cent. withina few years.” 


a . * 


“The truth is, that no class of society suffers more, in the pre- 


sent stagnation of business, than tho laboring class. That isa 
neceseary effect of the depression of agriculture, the principal 
business of the community. The wages of able ied men 


vary from five to eight dollars per month; and such has been 
the want ofemployment, in some parts of the Union, that in- 
stances have not been unfrequent, of men working merely for 
the means of present subsistence. If the wages for labor here 
and in England are compared, they wil} be found not to be es- 
sentially different.” 

Here is a picture, drawn by the hand of a mas- 
ter, but he failed to attribute the distress and suffer- 
ing to their true cause. He could not charge them 
to the operations of his favorite United States Bank, 
but must look around to find ont some other reason. 
Fertile in expedients, he came to the conclusion 
that the want of a sufficient tariff for protection of 
domestic manufactures, had produced the dificul- 
ties under which the county was laboring. A 
tariff bill was accordingly passed, but in 1828 it 
was again found insufficient to relieve the country 
from the ruinous expansions and contractions of 
the “ great regulator.” The tariff was again re- 
modelled to. grant relief, and if we are to believe 
the account drawn from the brilliant imagination 
of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Ray- 
NER,] no country under the sun was ever so prospe= 
rous and happy. In 1829, said the gentleman ex- 
ultingly, “every branch of indastry was in the 
most fluorishing condition.” This, sir, was his 
language, and he seemed to speak of it to prove the 
happy influence exerted by the Bank over the busi- 
ness and industry of the country. Let us, then, 
Mr. Chairman, examine the history of the times, 
and see whether this was not a mere fancy sketch, 
totally céntradicted by recorded facts. 

Here are some accounts of the situation of New 
England in Jane and July of this identical year, 
1829. Let us hear them: 

“the Providence Literary Subaltern, ag quoted by the Phila- 
Gelphia Gazette, on the 26th .of June, says--"“The embarrass 
ments which have been realized in this immediate neighbor- 
hood for the last ten days, have had no parallel in the history of 
the Republic. Menof reputed capital, who have withstood the 
shock o! former changes and times, men who, for the last. forty 
years, have stood firm, erect, and undisinayed before the tem- 
pes: of the times that have assailed them, are now tottering on 
the verge of bankruptcy and ruin. Their fall bears excessive. 
ly heavy on the poor and laboring classes, who, by the way, are 
in reality the principal sufferers. Deprived of employment, 
destitute and friendless, they are thrown upon the world, and 
know not how to obtain a livelihood. Within the last ten days, 
within the circle of the ten adjacent miles, upwards of twenty- 
five hundred people have been suddenly and unexpectedly 
thrown ont of employment, and the distress that such an event 
has produced can he far better imagined than described,” 

The Providence Herald of July 1829, says: 

“The present distress ofthe manufacturers of New England 
is without example in the history of this country. The failures 
which have already taken place, according to our estimate 
suspended the operation of about 45,000 spindles, and turne 
out of employ little short of three hundred families, whose sole 
dependence was upon their daily earnings. The situation of 
some, and indeed most of these families, is miserable in the ex: 
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treme, reduced aimost to a stale of actual starvation. It calis 
on the humane to intertere, and proposes to callon the Legisla- 
ture to save the remaining mmaufacturers by suspending the 


bank process for a limited time.” : 
This, sir, was after the Bank had been in opera- 
tion for twelve years, assisted by two tariff acts, 
and yet “the distress was without parallel in the 
history of the country.” Sir, what are fancy 
sketches worth—what do pictures of the imagina- 
tion avail against these stubborn and melancholy 
facts? . i ; 
Mach has been said about the present low price 
of produc ; and it has been roundly charged by 
genilemen of the Opposition to the measures of the 
present Administration. I propose to call the at- 


tention of the committee to other times, when prices | 


were even lower than at the present time, and 
when there was no interference „or action on the 
part of the Government to which it could be attri- 
buted. Iinave an account of the prices of corn 
sold from the farm of Fielding Lewis, one of the 
largest und most intelligent farmers of James 
river, io Virginia, from 1796 to 1816, 
taken from the Farmers’ Register of Mr. 
Ruffia, from which it appears that he sold 
his corn; in 1799, for $2 50; in 1802, for 
$2 46; in 1805 and 1808, for $2 33; and in 1807, 
tor the low price of $2 per barrel. Here, sir, was 
no experiment on the currency by the General Go- 
vernment; and yet, for five years out of twenty, the 
price of corn varied from $2 50 down to $2. How 
then can gentlemen with propriety charge the low 
price of corn to the Administration, when it is 
clearly shown the price has been frequently lower 
than itis now? You might as well inveigh against 
the dispensations of an all-wise and beneficent Pro- 
vidence, who sends or withholds “the early and 
the latter rain,” and who, in his wisdom and good- 
ness, grants blessing and fruitful seasons “to the 
just and to the unjust.” 

I hold in my hand a volume of the American 
Almanac, containing the prices of many articles 
for forty years, commencing in 1795,-and ending in 
1834, giving the highest- wholesale prices for arti- 
cles of the best quality. I will not detain the com- 
mittee with long details, but will select the single 
year of 1821, when the great regulator had been in 
operation four years. These prices were taken 
from the Boston Commercial Gazette, and for the 
year mentioned were as follows: 


Flour, - - $425{ Barley, - -~ 50 
nmn s -= 43 | Beef, - č - 50 
Rye - > 45 [ Pork, ~ =~- H50 


Neither of the above articles had ever bèen so 
‘Jow for twenty years previous. i 
- Cotton,- - 14| Tobacco,- - $600; 

Rice, - - $325 ; 

Cotton had been as low only once in 20 years 
previous, to wit, in 1812, the first year of the war, 
when it was worth only 11 cts. : 

Rice had not been so low during the same time, 
except in the year 1808, which was during the em- 
bargo, being worth the same price of $3 25. 

Tobacco had not been so low, except for three 
years, about the time of the war, to wit, in 1811, 
112, and 713. : = : 

The. whole table shows the most remarkable 
fluctuations, and they will be found to correspond 
to a great extent with the contractions and expan- 
sions of the. bank currency. Afier the great ex- 


pansionand high prices of 1819, produce of all- 


kinds continued to decline until 1821, when it 
reached the lowest point of depression, and the im- 
„portant articles of flour, corn, rye, barley, beef, 
and pork, were all, yes, all, lower than they have 
been for twenty years previous. Can any intelli- 
gent and candid man deny that. this was produced 
‘by the misconduct and gross mismanagement of the 
greatregulator. There was no experimenton the cur- 


Tency by the Administration, no specie circular, no’ 
removal of the deposites, no Sub-Treasury, no’ 


war upon the credit and confidence of the country; 
but it was the natural and inevitable consequence 
of bank experiments spreading ruin and desolation 
over the land. - 

Ifthe system under consideration is so monstrous 
and revolutionary in its character, such an outrage 

_on_all former legislation, so inconsistent with the 

-Principles of the. Constitution as some gentlemen 
contend, we shall be driven te the conclusion that 


eee a 


our forefathers, the founders of the Republic, and 
framers of the Constitution, were so stupid and 
ignorant that they established a Government which 
could not be carried into practice, that they con- 
Structed a machine which would not work, and 
must be rejected as useless. This must be the in- 
evitable conclusion from the arguments advanced. 
Now, sir, although I do not profess to be wedded 
to ancient forms and principles, nor to consider 
things valuable merely for their antiquity, yet I 
have great respect for the virtue, patriotism, and 
wisdom of our forefathers, and will not believe 
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Presidency, and from the table of prices before me; 
it appears, during that period, the price of flour 
was lower, on an average, than during any period 
of the same length since the foundation of the Gz- 
vernment; for this, I know that gentlemen is in no 
way responsible: ıt arose from causes over which 
he could exercise no control; but I might as well 
charge him with this state of things because it hap- 
pened to occur when he was President, as for gen- 


_ tlemen now to charge the present depressed price 


' of produce to the present Administration. 


they established a Government which cannot ma- — 
nage its fiscal affairs withsut submiiting to the die- | 


tation and coutrol of banks. 


Before the committee rose on yesterday, Mr. - 
Chairman, I attempted to show that the Bank ot ' 


the United Siates never did regulate the currency of 
this country. On the contrary, that during its ex- 
istence as a regulator, the depreciation of bank pa- 


per was greater than ever, except about the time of || 


the last war. So far was this boasted institution 
from being able to regulate the currency through- 
out every part of the Union, as has again and again 
been asserted, it was unable to do it even in the 
State of Pennsylvania, where it was itself located. 
Nay, more; it was unable to keep the notes of its 
own branches at par, even at itsown counter, much 
less all over the Union. 

[Here Mr. Rayner remarked it was not con- 


| tended that it kept a!l the currency in a sound State, | 
but that its own paper was good every where.] 
Sir, I have shown that even this is not true. But ` 


this is giving up the question; and gentlemen are 
not to get ofl in this way. The average circulation 
of that bank was between ten and eleven millions. 
If it be granted that this sum was kept sound, what 
becomes of the remaining circulation of about one 
hundred millions? One-tenth would be regulated, 
and nine-tenths depreciated. This one-tenth was 
in the hands of speculators, and those who received 


facilities from the Bank. This was the better cur- | 


rency of the Bank facility men; and the depreciated 
paper of the other banks ‘was considered good 
enough for the great mass.of the people. 
men, in their high-wrought eulogies on the Bank, 
seem to consider the merchants, speculators, and 
bank facility gentry, as the people. They seem to 
have no other idea of the pecp'e; and when they 
speak of them, they mean those persons who, by 
means of bank accommodations, are enabled to live 
on the hard earnings of the real people of the coun- 
try. They cannot mean the great mass of onr citi- 
zens, for their arguments do not apply to more than 
one-tenth part of our population. ‘This has ever 
been the great error and stumbling block of the Op- 
position. They do not seem to understand who are 
the people, or how to appreciate the intelligence of 
those who “know their rights, and knowing, dare 
maintain them.” 

I also attempted to show that the derangement 
and depression of prices were unparalleled during 
the reign of the National Bank. 


Gentle- | 


I will 
nct do it; I scorn such injustice; nor will I stoop 
to it, as others do, for mere electioneering purposes. 

I observed that it would be fonnd, from an ex- 
amination of the table of prices, that the fluctua- 
tion in the value of agricultural products tallied in 
a remarkable manner with the expansions and con- 
tractions of the Bank, When it expanded, flour 
rose; when it curtailed its discounts, flour fell, In 


, 1831, the Bank expanded its loans twenty-two mil- 


lions. It was then in the field for a recharter; and 
it increased its accommodation to its friends from 
forty-four millions to sixty-sixjmillions; that, is fifty 
per cent. in a single year. Flour rose immediately 
from $4 50 to $7, and then fell again the next year 
to $5 50. Of this gentlemen did not complain; 
not at all. Butif the Government attempts to in- 
terfere, in the slightest degree, to prevent such fluc- 
tuations, oh, then, the Government has reduced 
prices and ruined the country! After the deposites 
had been removed, the Bank was said to be’ com- 
pelled to curtail its issues, as its charter was soon 
toexpire. During the great panic sessioa of 1834, 
what was the cry? “You have destroyed the Bank. 
It cannot relieve the country—and the only reme- 
dy is to restore the deposites to its custody.” But 
Congress refused to do this. And then what was 
the course of this poor ruined bank—this bank that 
could not accommodate the country because Con- 
gress had refused to give it back the public money 
—this bank, whose charter had but fifteen months 
to run—what, I ask, was the course of this cri 
pled institution? Why, sir, from December, 1834, 
to July, 1835, it increased its accommodations, in 
the short space of seven months, from forty-five to 
sixty-five millions of dollars, and augmented, at 
the same time, its circulation from fifteen to twen- 
ty-five millions. This was its conduct at atime 
when its duty was to be winding up its affairs. 

I say it is this corporation which has ruined the 
coun'ry. If ever it was ruined, it was from 1819 
to 1821. There was vast distress in 1824 and 
1829, and again in 1834. In 1835 the great ex- 
pansjon “encouraged ‘the other batiks’ to com- 


: mence their wild career, which produced the sus- 
` pension of 1837, and the ruinous convulsions which 


I will, in confir- , 


mation of this general position, adduce a few more : 


proofs to show that, during that most glorious and 
“happy period, the prices of produce were as un- 
steady and fluctuating as, the wind or the weather. 
I showed that, in 1821, prices were lower than they 
had been for twenty years before. This, I say, was 
the natoral consequence of the course pursued by 
the Bank in flooding the country with its paper, 
and wantonly increasing and contracting its loans. 


I will not go. into the prices of any other article : 
In 1818, the price in Philadel- | 


but tbat of Flour. 


„phia was $14 25. It then fell to $8: then to $5: and 


. 80 it continued to go down till, in 1821, it had sunk 


to $3 75. Yet now we hear every Whig orator 
anit Whig press in the country proclaiming. that 
the poor farmers have been ruined by the experi- 
ments of this wicked Administration. But is floor 
now selling for $3 75? Hasa single barrel been 
sold for that? Not one; yetit was at that price 
in 1821; afterward it recovered in some degree. 
But again: in 1826, it fell to $4 50. Reference 
has been made by some gentlemen to the prospe- 
Yous times, before the Presidency of General Jack- 
son. I mean to insinuate no disrespect, and make 
nhocharge against the honorable gentleman from 


“Massachusetts; but I will take the four years of his 


; States. € 
| and ‘none so poor as to do it reverence;” and yet 
i we are now called upon by the Opposition in this“ 


have prostrated the country. 

Sir, should you charter it again, its course would 
agiin be the same.. We should see fine times for 
a year or so, but the necessity of contraction would 
inevitably follow, and again the country would be 
involved in general embarrassment and distress. 
What is the condition of this bank now? It 
was said to- be more stable than ever, 
sounder and safer after it had been. relieved 
from its troublesome partner. But what is now 
the faci? Is it not prostrate and grovelling in the 
dust? Yes, sir: itis more disgraced and degraded. 
than almost any banking institution in the United 
Its stock is down to 76; is credit gone; 


House to erect a new institution of the same kind 
upon its ruins. f 
It is teo commonly argued that, after al’, there is 
no real depreciation in bank paper, because a dol- . 
lar in paper will buy as much as a dollar in spe- 


‘| cie; but is it therefore true that paper is worth as 


much as specie? Go toa broker and ask him if he 
will give you as much for it. To test the value of 
‘an article it is necessary to put itin market. Put 
your paper money to this test and you will soon 
find that there is a difference of four to five per 
cent. The merchant, it is true, taking into conei- 
deration the profit on his goods, will give you dol- 
lar for dollar; but when you test its market value 


you will see the difference. 
It may be well to allude to the scheme proposed 


_ by. the worthy gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr, 
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Porz} Wha'are its main features? He is for a 
Bank of from fifıy to seventy millions, and for re- 
ducing the‘rate of in:erest to five per cent. I may 
be mistaken, but I think I see what would be the 
operauon of his system. You may go tohis bank to 
borrow at this new rete of five per ceat.; but will the 
Bank lend money at that ratt? You may prohibit 
it taking more, as you now do more than six per 
cent. They tell you they have no money to lend, 
as the shavers do, and yet they wil shave your 
bond at a large discount. 
draft or bill of exchange at discount or premium 
and shave you well inso doing, It is now be- 
coming a regular system amongst the banks. They 
refuse to grant loans that they may apply their ca- 
pital to bills of exchange: the business they 
transact in that way is enormous. Now this would 
be just the course of a Bank of the United States, 
if yua create one. They wiil deal in bills, but 
will not lend money at 5 per cent. to any one excpt 
to their own directors or special favorites and 
friends. 

Gentlemen often allude to the low prices which 


They will take orgivea . 


now prevail, and try to make as much poli- . 


tical capital as possible out of it. 
now give one of the great causes of these 
low prices; and I think they may be accourt- 
ed for in a different way than by laying the 
blame at the door of the Administration. It is true 
that prices are low; but this is also true. The crops 
of last year were universally abundant. Corn, 
wheat, cotlon, tobacco, and sugar, were all more 
abundant than was ever known before. The pro- 
duct was enormous. 


thing to sell, while there were few to bay. Far- | 


mers and planters know full well that when they 
have a fail crop, prices will be low; and 
when the crop is short prices will be propor- 
tionably high. Now, I say again, that there never 
was such a crop of agricultaral products known as 
we had last year; and the natural consequence of 
such an over product is the occurrence of low 
prices. Gentlemen must admit this. They will 
not deny it, unless, indeed, their object is to deceive 


the people and break down the Administration at | 


all hazards. My colleague (Mr. Wiss] told us of 
a farmer, who, having received a low price for his 
wheat, turned his coat inside out, and said he was 
no longer for Van Buren. Now [cannot but wish 
my colleague had told his story somewhat more at 
length, and given us all the particulars. Iwill 
warrant you the Whig merchant, who tought the 
wheat, failed not to tell the honest farmer that he 
could not give him mere for his wheat because the 
Administration destroyed the credit of the bank; 
and the farmer, no doubt, believed him. The man 
was tco simple and honest to suspect the cheat: but 
Jet him understand that the low prices which he re- 
ceived was the general result which invariably fol- 
lows from-a good crop, and that the cause assigned 
by the merchant has nothing to do with the matter, 
and be will be justly indignant at the base atiempt 
to guiland deceive him. It frequently happens 
that the small surplus left to the farmer froma 
scanty crop, yields him more money than he re- 
ceives when his crop is most abundant. The peo- 
ple will at last come to understand this matter, and 
will discover that it is a mere electioneering trick. 
They will exonerate the Adminisiraiion thus un- 
jestly accused, and spurn, with merited contempt, 
those who attempt to practise en their supposed sim- 
plicity. : 

I will now again allude to the views of some of 
the most distinguished members of the Opposition 

` party in former times, from which it will appear 
that a National Bank, now pressed on us as the 
only panacea for the public calamities, when urged 
in Jike manner during a former period of our his- 
tory, was not so considered by them. 

Having found the extracts which I had mislaid 
when alluding to the opitions of Mr. SERGEANT 
and Mr. Wessrer in 1816, while the bank char- 
ter was under discu:sion, | beg leave to read them 


to the committee: 

“Mr: Sergeant propozed to reduce the amount of the capital 
of the B_nk, from thirty-five to twenty millions. ‘With regard 
to the p*esent time,’ he said, the should be glad to know why 
the Trerasury of the United States had not now the comman: of 
apecie payments, and the rate of exchange in its own hands.’ 

“Mr. Webster said, ‘It was a mistaken idea that we were 
about to reform the national currency. No nation had a better 


But I will : 


` had run into no folly. 
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currency than the United States—there was no ation which 
had guarded its currency with more care; tor the framers of the 
Consutution, and those who enacted the eariy stacutes on this 
subject, were HARD-MONBY MEN; they had felt, and therefore 
duly appreciated, the evils of a paper medium; they therefure 
sedulously guarded the currency of the United States from de- 
basement. The legal currency of the United States was gold 
and silver cuin;ipts was a subject in regard to which Congress 


“The establishment of a National Bank not being, 


: nion, the proper remedy, he proceeded to examine what was. 


So ee ———— 


The solvency of the Bank was not quest:oned; there could be 
no doubt,’ he said, ‘if the banks would unite in the object, they 
might in three weeks resume the payment of specie, and ren- 
der the adoption of any measure ty this House wholly unue- 
cessary. Tie banks,’ he said, ‘were making extravagant pro- 
fits out of the present state of things, which ought to be curtail- 


: ed. Ha referred, for il'ustration of this point, to the state of the 


Bank of Penusvivania, as exhibited in the returo to the Legis- 
laure of that State, which, witha capital of 2,500,000 dollars, 
had done a discount business of 4,133,000, at the same time that 
it heid 1.8110 dollars of the United States’ stock—so that, 
without taking into account a mass of ‘Treasury notes, real 
estate, &c. that Bank was receiving interest on six and a half 
millions, nearly three times the amount of uscapital. That 
Bank had been pronounced by the Legislature to be in ‘a 
flouishing staie;? it was so to the stockholders in the Bank, he 
doubted not. 

“The Banks not emanating from Congress, whatengine were 


_ Congress to use for remedying the existing evil? ‘Their only 
` legiumate power,’ he said, ‘was to interdict the paper of such 


binksas du not pay specie, from being received ut the custom- 
houses. Witha receiptof forty millions a year, if the Govern- 
ment was faithful to iwelfand to the interests of the pecple, they 
could control the evil, and it was their duty to make the effort. 
They should have made it long ago, and they ought now to 
make it. 


in his opi- ; 


:: advocated and defended. 


“The whole strength of the Government, he was of opinion, | 


ought to be put forth to compel the payment of duties and taxes 
to the Government in the legal currency of the country. 

“Jn the end the taxes must be paid in the legal money of the 
country, and the sooner that was brought about the beter.” 


Sir, I adopt almost entirely the sentiments here 


| expressed by Mr. Wesster. Government has the 


Hence every body had some- |. matter in its own hands, and the sooner the duties 


are received in hard money the better. I would 
fix the period for this change at less than the four 
years proposed by this bill, And so far from this 
being an improper time to make this change, I be- 
lieve that, of all others, it is precisely the most pro- 
per. Let us seize the present moment, when every 
thing is at a Stand; we may effect the change at 
once and without difficulty. The banks would not 
be injured, for they might resume in three weeks 
from this ume, if they would but make the attempt 
in concert, and but for the condition and opposition 
of the bank of Pennsylvania, I believe it would 
be done. 

To show that a National Bank is not the proper 
remedy for our present difficulties, I will read to the 
committee one more extract: ıt is from the speech 
of a highly distinguished gentleman, now on an 
electioneering crusade against this Administration, 
which he attacks with great fury onthe ground of 
its enmity to credit, and because the President 
presses this Sub-Treasury system on the people, as 
he says, against their will. ‘Mr. Rives of Virgi- 
nia, in 1834, said: 

“Sir, of all the reforms, social, political, cr economical, re- 
quired by the great interests of the country, that which is most 
urgeotly demanded, and which promises in its accom le en 
the largest results of utility, security, and public benefit, is, be- 
yond comparison, the reatoration of the Government to what it 
was intended by the framers of the Constitution to be, A HARD 
MONEY Government. Weare too much in the habit, Mr. Pre- 
sident, of regarding the evitsof the paper sysiem as necessary 
and incurable, and of being content with the delusive palliation 
of those evils, supposed to be derived from the coutrolling su- 
premacy of a National Bank. No hing,in my opinion, is more 
demonsirable, than that the great evil of that system, its ruin- 
ous fluctuations, arising from alternate expansions an contrac- 
tions of bank issues, making a lottery in effect of private for- 
tunes, and converting all prospective contracts and transactions 
into a species of gambling—nothing can be more certain than 
that these fluctuations (nd we havea striking proof of it inthe 
present distresses of the country) are increased instead of being 
diminished, by the existence of an institu.ion of such absolute 
ascendency, tha’ when it expands, the State banks expand with 
it; when it contracts, those banks are forced, in self-defence, to 
contractalso. Whatever influence such an institution may be 
supposed to exert, in preserving the soundness of the currency, 
that object would be much more effeciually promoted by a re. 
turn, as far as practicable, toa metallic circulation. , The first 
step towards that return is, to let the Bank of the United States 
go down, ksnotes being withdrawn, the convenience of tra- 
v lling alone would immediately create a demand for gold coins, 
as asubstitute, and enforce the necessity of correcting that un- 
der valuation of them at the mint, which is said to have contri- 
buted to their disappearance. {In concurrence with this, let 
measnres be taken, as it is believed effectual measures may be 
taken, to discourage and suppress the circulation of bank notes 
under a certain denomination, (ten or twenty dollars) of which 
the effect would be to produce another accession to the metallic 
circulating medium. The ordinary chanuels of circulation be- 
ing thussupplied with gold and silver, the Government would 
be prepared, without hardship to the pub:ic creditor, to require 
payment of its duesin specie, and thus realize a reform, than 
which none could be more deeply interesting, in every aspect, 
to the safety and prosperity of the country. Z 

“Bir, here is an object worthy to engage the most anxious la- 
bors of the patriot and the statesman, and I feel persuaded tkat, 
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with a tithe of the effort and talent daily expended in the ephe- 
mera? contesis of party, we should see it happily accomplished. 
1 conjure gentlemen, then, with abilities so eminently fitted for 
this great work, to leave the Bank of the United States to its 
fate—a fate already pronounced by the voice of the nation, and 
cailed for by the highest considerations, connected with the safe- 
ty of our free institutions—and to bring forward their powerful 
aid ia an effort to restore the Government to its true constitu- 
tional character and destination—thatOF A SIMPLE, SOLID, 
HARD MONLY GOVERNMENT.” 


Since that day, this eloquent gentleman has dis- 
coveied that this measure of the Administration 
for collecting the revenue in gold and silver, and 
bringing back the Governwent to a simple, solid, 
hard money standard, is most dangerous; and he 
attacks it with all his power. Sur, there are some 
singular coincidences connected with this subject, 
which I will for a moment notice. There have 
existed some differences of opinion as to the ques- 
tion whether bank paper should or should not be 
used by Government in the receipt and disburse- 
ment ct the public revenue. Some were for a 
hard money currency exclusively, others for good 
bank piper. So great was the difference of opi- 
nion on this and other matters, that it was said 
there was to be a split in the Administration party. 
We were once told of a Rives party and a Benton 


; party. How did it turn ow? Why, sir, Mr. Rives 


has now substantially repudiated what he before 
I cannot account for it 
unless upon the doctrine of coincidences. Mr. 
Benton about that time was supposed to be a very 
prominent man for the Presidency, and it might be 
desirable to kill him off. It might also be that Mr. 
Rives had some private griefs in the election of 
Col.nel Johnson. However, this once favored 
son of Virginia was thrown into the ranks of the 
Opposition; and his course now is in strange con- 
tradiction and contrast with his course in 1834. 
The much abused litle expunger has now become 
a distinguished favorite of the Opposition. We 
are not without high authority for the position we 
assume, when we say that the banks themselves 
produce those great expansions and coniractions 
which so mroh distress the country; and that the 
remedy is not im rechartertering the banks, or in 
extending the system of credit and confidence be- 
yond due bounds. It may perhaps surprise some 
gentlemen that 1 should quote none other than Mr. 
Biddle himself; when, unbiased by excitement or 
prejudice, he is as capable of forming a correct 
opinion on the influence of banking as any indivi- 
dual in this country. Let us see what he said in 
1828, when writing for the United States Gazette, 
in relation to the banking system: 


“Like the power of steam, it ia eminently useful in BL op 
hands; but of tremendous hazard when not controlled. The 
cunetant tendency of banks is to lend too much and put too 
many notes in circulation. ‘The disorder in overtradin 
broughton by overbanking. The remedy is to bank less 
trade less,” 


Here we have a most distinguished authority for 
saying that the true remedy for our evils is “to 
bank less and to trade less.” It is the remedy 
we shall now have to adopt; and it must always be 
the remedy when a couniry has run wild with 
extravagant speculation. In this process, the 
country must for a time suffer severely—it cannot 
be avoided—it is a matter of necessity, (and 
necessity is always the excuse of the bangs, you 
know, when it suis them to contract.) Bat 
while Mr. Biddle, in 1828, held these sound epi- 
nions, in 1836 he told the country that it was all 
a mistake to suppose we had overtraded, and bank 
men generally took the same ground. But I be- 
lieve no sensible man will now deny but that we 
have ruinous’ overtrading produced by overbank- 
ing. Is it not argued, on both sides, thatan in- 
crease of the currency increases prices? Do not 
we all know that prices a year or two past were 
enormously high? Too high because they could 
not be maintaired. Ought wheat to be at §2 
per bushel and other products in proportion? If 
indeed we could keep the price permanently at 
that point, it might be all well; tut still the 
farmer would, in the long run, be- no better off 
than when he gets a reasonab'e price. Is the 
country then benefited, if by an increased ci:cula- 
tion you double prices? Your house, or s'aves, 
or land, worth only $1,000, may be estimated 
nominally at $2,000; but you cannot raise a 
grain more of wheat, cannot live better, 
eat better food,” or wear better clothes than be- 
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fore. True, you are said to be worth twice what 
you were before; but you have identically the 
same property you had then. Alil you have 
done is to make the currency worth half price. 
Indeed, I do not believe it is very ma'erial to 
the world wheth-r tae amount of money perma- 
nently in circulation te great or small. The dan- 
ger and the difficulty arse from changing the 
standard of vaiue by alternate expansions and con- 
tractions, When you muitiply banks, you 
raise the nominal price uf produce; but when 


a contraction ensues, prices fall, and the purchaser i 
suffers. It benefits A, but it injures B in the same ` 


proportion. The keen-sighied merchant and spe- 
culator are on the look out for these changes. 


When the banks are going to expand, he goes into | 


speculation, and purchases largely; prices rise, and 
he gets the advance; he sells his goods to the farm- 
er on credit; when the money becomes due, the 
price of produce has probably fallen, and the farm- 
er must sell double the amount of grain to pay his 
account to the merchant. The laborer is the last 
man to feel the benefit of an increase of the cur- 
rency. Te price of his labor does not rise so soon 
as the price of provisions and goods; he suffers un- 
til he is compelled to strike for higher wages. In 


this there can be no mistake; all know that prices | 


have been above the point at which they can be , 


maintained. The eflect has been to transfer the 
wealth of the country from the hands of the la- 


-borers into the pockets of bank directors and spe- 
calators. I have some where read of a Fiench |; 


gentleman who contrived to support himself, and 


contractions in stockjobbing. A friend in Paris 
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the country would require new institutions, whose 
joint capital might be a substitute for that of the 
old Bank. The Administration party in gene- 
ral resisted the increase of bank capital which 
was demanded. In Virginia we had between six 
and seven millions of banking capital: the Oppo- 
sition claimed thirteen millions more, and the Ad- 
ministration party opposed, and fora year, de- 
feated the increase. We received our quota of the 
deposites and lent it to the banks. Our Legisla- 
ture did finally consent to an increase of bank ca- 
pital to the amount of five millions, on such condi- 
tions as it was thought would restrain their 
extravagance in the use of it. That was one of 


` the strong considerations which induced them 


to submit to limitations such as had never before 
been known in Virginia. My own impression at 
the time was thal they ought not to extend ther 
business, though their capital had been increased. 
But gentlemen say that the President and the Se- 
cretary required the banks to extend their loans. 
The charge, I say, advanced by the Opposition, was 
that the State banks never could grant the commu- 
nity such facilities as they had obtained from the 


! - Bank of the United States; and the question every 


where mooted was, “How are we to get our ex- 
changes?” The country was filled with the cla- 
mor of the banks’ friends, and the Administrati n 
were charged with having cut off all accomoda- 
tions from the people. In answer to this charge, 


‘ the President of the United States and the Secreta- 


warned him beforehand of these changes, and he `: 


availed himself of the intormation, so as to buy 


late exchanges at their own pleasure; they can 
make exchange high or low; and according to its 
rate they buy or sell. The community cannot un- 
derstand how it is done: we see the effect, not the 
cause. The fluctuations in the stock matket are 
caused by the demand which the banks produce. 
The public are unaware when the screw is to be 
turned backward or forward; the hand that moves 
it is concealed from view. No wonder that bank 
directors build fine houses, and roll in splendor. 

Now, we are asked to encourage a system like 
this, instead.of adopting the oniy currency recog- 
nised by the Constitation. `> > - aes 
. The gentleman from North Carolina on my 
right [Mr. Kayner] alladed to the connectien be- 
twedn the Government and the State banks. True, 
sir, there was such a connection, and seeing the 
unhappy consequences which flowed from it, we 
now ask a divorce. We found these false spouses, 
instead of doing their duty, were engaged in a con- 
spiracy against us. 

[Mr. Rayner here asked: Does the gentleman al- 


- Inde to any connection of my friends with the 


State banks?) 5 

No, sir, I allude to the connection between the 
banks and the Government; but I say we found 
these false wives engaged in a crim. con. an illicit 
intercourse with the gentleman’s friends, and there- 
fore have demanded a divorce from the bonds of 
matrimony. We surrender them to the gentleman 
and his friends, their. seducers, and happy may 
they be. £ 

Bat, Mr. Chairman, we are charged with having 


produced all the extravagant accommodations of 


these State banks. Now, siry1 have already re- 
ferred to. the conduct of the Bank of the United 
States in 1834-5, in increasing its accommoda- 
tion from 44 to 66 millions, and its issues from 15 
to 25 millions, and this just before its charter was 
to expire. This rash and expiring effort of the 
great monster caused much of the distress which 
afterwards ensued. The particular charge is, that 
President Jackson and his Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry encourged the banks to extend their loans, and 
thus stimalated by Government, the banks started 
in the career of extravagance. Sir, I recollect dis- 
tinetly in the first place, the charge was made by 
the fr.ends of the Bank against the Administration 
party, that they had put down the Bank, and that 


ry of the Treasury did say to the banks that they 


| were expected to grant such facilities as the Bank 
in very good style too, out of the expansions and |. 


of the United States had done; that was the advice 
given to the banks. When the banks were advised 
to grant facilities, it was on the proviso that they 


‘| Were to go as far as was consistent with the safety 
when stocks were to rise, and sel! before the fall. | 


Ta this manner the banks grow rich. They ma- | 
nage the price of stocks as they please; they regu- | 


of the Government funds, but no farther. When 
the banks went beyond that point, the Administra- 
tion were not respon:ible for their acts or for the 


; Consequences. Now this charge is made by the 


very men who clamored for accommodations; who 


: even sent deputations here to demand them; who 
; were eager, anxious, greedy, for them; and now, 
; when in consequence of granting their own re- 
| quest, distress has come upon the country, they 


turn round and charge it all upon the Administra- 
tion. It has become but too common a practice 
first to urge with great vehemence a certain course 
of action, and then to charge a compliance as a 
crime. It will aiso be recollected that the clamor 
of the day was that this money was loaned to the 
banks without interest. The State banks had a 
right to-expect this privilege, because they were re- 
quired to extend the same facilities ds the United 


Siates Bank had done. Mr. Leigh charged’ Gen. 


Jackson with tyranny for loaning the public money 
to the banks without interest. He could not bear 


: to see the State banks enjoying the same benefit 
| which had been granted to the Bank of the United 


States, and introduced a section into the deposite 
law which required that when the moneys in the 


| hands of the banks exceeded a certain amount, in- 


' terest should be charged. Were not these gentle- 


men themselves responsible for these terms? The 
Opposition, to a man, went in favor of them; yet 
now they turn fiercely upon the President and his 
Secretary, because the banks used the public mo- 
ney, atter being required to pay interest on it. 

If we take all the acts of the Government to- 
gether, we find the inconsistency of the Opposition 
on another ground. When the Government found 
that the State banks used their deposites, without 
regard to the interest or safety of the Guveroment, 
but that it was fast losing possession of the public 
lands, and getting in exchange nothing but bank 
credits, with a view to check this profligate extra- 
vagance, the Treasury circular was issued; and 
what took- place then? Why, im an instant, the 
whole country was filled with the clamors of the 
Opposition. This was an attack upon credit. Be- 
cause we did not wish to let the whole public domain 
go into the hands of speculators, the President was 
denounced as a tyrant and a usurper; and this, too, 
by the very men who held the Administration 
responsible for the extravagant issues of the banks. 
So that whether the Administration encouraged the 
banks to lead, or checked and restrained their ex- 
travagant loans, it was alike in fault, and alike re- 
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viled. Those who were rapidly transferring the 
public lands into their own possession, were the 
very men who abu:ed President Jackson for en- 
couraging the banks to those loans which alone fur- 
nished the means of making fortunes. 

Gentlemen here scem to take great delight in re- 
ferring us to Great Britain; they pronounce eloquent 
and high sounding eulcgies on tye splender of her 
arts and arms, her commerce, and her wde do- 
minions. Sir, thers ate too many politicians in 
our country, wh» dike to look to England for exe 
amples. liis true she is zreat in arts aud in arms; 
and it ix equally true that she has been made gieat by 
thecredit system. But Ecg and is great and distin- 
guished for other things besides her arms, her arts, 
her commerce, and her power; she stants mournfully 
eminent for th enormous amount ofher public debt, 
and for the number of her paupers, ground as they 
are tothe dust by the operation of this her beauti- 
ful credit system. Do you admire her debt of four 
thousand millions, which hangs like a millstone 
about the neck of her Government? It has been 
said, I know, that by the pressure of that load the 
Government is held together. It may be so now, 
but this state of things cannot last forever. The 
time will- yet come, when, disregarding all pecu- 
niary obligations, the people of that empire will 
rise with a giant’s strength, assert their rights by 
force, and the balance of the debt will be swept off 
atadash. You cannot always keep down a na- 
tion of paupers. When starvation stares them in 
the face, they will rise in their despair, and lay all 
prostrate before them. Gentlemen may admire 
the condition of Great Britan: for myself, I con- 
fess I see but little to admire. There is much 
splendor, much wealth, much renown, and all that; 
but it is confined to a few—it is limited to King, 
Lords, and Commons—the mass of the people do 
nat enjoy a state of domestic happiness and cheer- 
ful prosperity. The wealth and the glory are con- 
fined to “the higher circles.” Ido not admire a 
nation because it possesses a great navy, a nume- 
rous army, or splendid and costly palaces. That 
nation alone can be called truly great where the 
great mass are conieated and happy—where wealth 
is widely diffused, and ajl have a share. We may 
go on with our credit system, till we are in the 
same situatiin with her—we may follow in her 
footsteps till we have in this country a bank aristo- 
cracy as irresponsible as it is in England. We may 
go on till, in this now free and equal community, 
we shall behold overgrown wealth in the hands of 
a few, while our manufactories are filled with 


‘starving wretchedness. : Would this increase eur 
“national Naj 


ppiness?:..We may spread our com- 
merce, and stretch abroad our arms, till we em- 
brace the world, and still our wretchedness at home 
be none theless. When our merchants and spe- 
culators become princes, our poor, like the Irish 
peasant, may live on potatoes; and finding not 
enough even of these, may be compelled to rebel 
for bread. Yet we'are called upon to admire the 
glory and splendor of the European Governments. 
Gentlemen forget the mass and look only at the 
nobies. I have no taste for sucha state of society. 
Thold it better to guard against that credit system 
which, pushed to its legitimate results, will bring us 
into the condition of England. When we reach 
that point, revolution and anarchy must be the con- 
sequence. This credit system has cnabled Great 
Britain to carry herarms and her dominions round 
the world, and will at last be her ruin. Her people, 
long ground down as laboring slaves beneath the 
feet of a lordly aristocracy, will not forever sabmit 
to their bondage. As a Republican statesman, I 
never can consent to draw my political principles 
from aman who held the British Government to be 
the beau ideal of perfection. The gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Rayner] pronounced a sound- 
ing eulogy on Alexander Hamiltoa. I shall not 
detract from his talents: they are known and ad- 
mitted by all—yet I cannot but think it strange, 
indeed, that a State Rights Republican, (as I know 
the gentleman to profess himself,) should select Alex- 
ander Hamilton as his model from whom te draw 
State Righ’s political principles. We are fallen on 
strange times. .If ever two parties were founded 
on principle, as their grand distiction, it was the 


| old parties which prevailed in this country in 98 
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and °93. At the head of “one stood Alexander Ha- 


milton: at the head of the other was Thomas Jeffer- 
son. That Federalsts should admire with enthu- 
siasm the character of Hamilton, does not surprise 
me: it is what we might expect. But that one 
calling himseif a State Rights Republican should 
be that man's admirer and eulogist—I confess fills 
me with amazement. At that school I never 


should have thonght of hearing the doctrines of `; 


State Rights Republicanism. The gentleman, I 
thought, seemed disposed, too, to disparage some- 
what the fair fame of the Old Dominion. All I ask 
is, that if he holds such sentiments he will not pub- 
lish them: and I will give my reason. A certain 
lady was ence speaking very lightly of Napoleon: 
when a friend of his replied to her, “Oh don’t talk 
so, you don’t know how it will distress him.” [A 
laugh.] 

Now if my friend shall continue to reflect upon 
Virginia, she may be mortified and distressed. 

(Mr. Graves here rose and said he did- not see 
the application of the argument. 

ey Cuar replied that the gentleman was in 
order. 


Mr. Rayner said, in explanation, that he had : 
only referred to the doctrine of Hamilton on the `: 


subject of State rights, with a view to show that 


those who were the loudest in professions, were ;' 


often the most waating when it came to the point. 
Virginia politicians were always whining about 
State rights, and yet when matters came to the 


point, they were almost always found on the side ': 


of power. ] 


Mr. Hotteman resumed. The charge has been 


made, though not very boldly, as if those who | 
made it had no very great confidence in its truth, ;j 


that this Sub-Treasury bill isin fact a bank. So 
said a distinguished Senator, (Mr. CLaY,}) and so 
-have said some gentlemen here. And why and 
how is ita bank? The Treasurer of the United 
States is empowered to draw on the depositaries of 
the public money, and his draft is to be paid, and 
that these drafts will get into circulation as cur- 
rency. The Secretary can draw as a bank can, 
and therefore the Treasury is a bank. Tat is the 
argument. But does tha; constitute a bank? May 
not any individual draw for his own fands? I 
may draw a check on the Bank of Washingtoo— 
- am Í therefore a banker? Tne thing is done every 
day. A good check, known to be good, passes 
from hand to hand as much money. Is the drawer, 
therefore, a banker, and his check money? But if 
this be so, and the Sub-Treasury is a Government 
bank, then we have always had a Government 
bank. Has not the Secretary or the Treasurer of 
the United States always drawn on the depositaries 
of the public money, on collectors and receivers, 
and on the Bank of the United States? And could 
not such drafts as well have gone into circulation 
as curreacy then as now? A draft on the Bank of 
the United States, endorse) by Government, was 
generally as good as gold and silver, and for some 
uses better. Did such drafts take the place of mo- 
ney, and enter into the general circu ation? If we 
are to have a Government bank by this bill, we 
always have had one. 
_ Ifa man bolds a draft of the Treasurer, and does 
‘not choose to present it, he is now jast where he 
was. But there is this additional safeguard: the Se- 
cretary is directed so to manage his drafts that they 
shall not enter into the circulation of the country; 
be isordered to prevent this as far as in his pewer; 
whereas before there was no such restriction. 
Does the gentleman see any authority in this bill to 
make draftis for circulation? I say again, if this is 
a bank, then there has been a Treasary bank ever 
since the commencement of the Government. No 
matter where the depositary may be, there will 
always be the same difficulty. It has been the law 
of the land for the last fifty years. Is it now to be 
made a mauter of complaint against this Adminis- 
tration? Cannot the Postmaster General do the 
same? There are 13,000 Postmasters in this coun- 
try on whom he may make quarterly drafts. Is 
the Post Office, therefore, a Government bank? and 
are the drafis of the Postmaster General a curren- 
cy? Here is the dreaded system in its widest ex- 
tent, yet who ever complained that the General 
Post Office is a Government bank? The Treasury 


is not to have one tenth part of the nnmper of de- 
positories, and yet it is called a Government bank ! 
It is amazing to hear gentlemen bring forward such 
an argument; it is scarcely worth refuting. I trust 
when the gentleman goes home and tells kis con- 
stituents that this is a bank, he will not forget to teil 
them, also, that we have had just the same sort of a 
Government bank ever since we had a Federal 
Government. 


Another accusation against us is, that by this 
measure we wish to reduce the price of labor. I 
will tell gentlemen what our object is: it is to re- 
establish a sound currency. This, and this alone, 
is the simple naked object we have in view. All 
other currencies have miscarried—we want to en- 
courage the introduction of gold and silver as a 
standard of value ; we want to make if, in matters 
of value, what the standard bushel is in matters of 
quantity. We would use it as a standard bushel 
or a lawful yardstick; and we want all 
things measured by the same yard and the 
same bnshel. I say that it will cause no dis- 
proportionate reduction in the price of la- 
bor. It is true, however, that when the country 
shall have settied down into a sound and natural 
condition, and we have a currency of uniform va- 
lue, the nominal price of labor may not be as high 
as it has been for the last two years. The value 
of money will not be as low. We propose to cor- 
rect the system, not partially, but throughout. This 
will not injure the poor man, but, on the contrary, 
will establish a currency by which he will be pro- 
tected in the just rewards of his industry. We do 
not offer him a system which will to day give him 
an enormous price for his labor, and to-morrow 
throw him out of employment; that is just what 
we want to guard against. We want labor to be 
so rewarded that the laborer may know that he will 
get steady employment and a uniform fair price 
from year to year. We would not raise his hopes 
with a high priee at one time, and give him a low 
price or no price atall at another time. This is 
what the banks themselves will be compelled to re- 
sort to. They have done the same thing at various 
times heretofore; they are doing it now, and will 
continue, until from necessity, (for nothing less 
than necessity will ever move them;) from necessity, 
Isay, they will be compelled to “bank ‘less and 
trade less.” The laborer is not benefited by high 
prices, unless he can at the same time buy atlow 
prices. Suppose he can now get a dollar, and save 
half of it; double bis delar, it will at first seem a 
great benefit; the man will be delighted; but he will 
soon find that he is charged double as well as paid 
double. He lays up a dollar, it is true, but his 
dollar buys no more for his family than bis half 
dollar did. Instead or getting a bushel of corn for 
his increased wages he gets the same half bushel as 
before. Thatstate of things once took place in 
Kentucky. A man might offer a silver dollar for 
his breakfast and he would receive a paper dollar 
in change; nominally he ‘got his breakfast for no- 
thing, but in fact paid fifty cents in hard money. 


‘The gentleman misunders'ood me, if he thought 
I said labor, like produce, had been at a higher re- 
al price than itcan be kept up to. The banks 
can tell you, they cannot supply a currency as 
they could before, and the reason is, they banked 
too much. They must reduce their business; that 
of necessity reduces the price both of commodities 
and of labor, below the tue standard. This has 
been done over and over again by the banks, and 
no complaints were heard; but let Gevernment at- 
tempt to correct such abuses, and at once it is 
charged with tyranny and and an attempt to in- 
jure the poor. It is not so; it is the antagonist 
p'an that injures the poor man. It is the plan 
which puts it inthe power ofa moneyed corpora- 
tion to say how much the honest laborer shall re- 
ceive for his week’s work. If you pay him in mo- 
ney of the Brandon Bank, he is to get $2; if in sil- 
ver, $1. Was Mississippi benefited by the issue of 
the “Brandon money?” . 


The banks say that they must reduce their is- 
sues. This produces distress and low prices. My 
object is to have a sound uniform currency, by 
which the laborer can be benefited, as well as 
other classes of the community. By the credit plan, 
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‘ while labor, on the contrary, is abundant and cheap 
e 


bank corporations fix the rate of their own profits, 
and fix atthe same time the price of labor. 

We are called upon for Ęi1elief. ‘‘What mea- 
sures,” say they, “do you propose for the relief of 
the people?” When gentlemen themselves were 
thus called upon, what did they do? 


In 1837, we relieved the banks and the mer- 
chants by giving them a longer to pay their debts 
to the Government, and that is the mode of relief 
always asked. But what did Congress do for 
for farmers and laborers? Give them bread? 
Oh, no; the maxim was—“ Take care of the 
banks, they will take care of the merchants”— 
and they, the merchants, were the people! Very 
fine—the people were to trust to the tender mer- 
cies of the merchants! As well might you trust 
the wolf to nurse the tender lamb. The banks get 
relief, and then they grant to the commuaity 
just such relief as will best suit their own pur- 
poses. They will nurse them and feed them as 
men take care of their horses—to get as much 
labor out of them as possible. We are charged 
with the design of bringing down the price of labor to the 
standard of foreign countries. Sir, that is a thing which can- 
not be done. And thereason is this: the wealth of those coun- 
tries consists in their lands. Land is there scarce and dear, 


Here the 


case is directly the reverse: land is abundant and cheap, while 


` labor is comparatively scarce ahd high. Gentleman may adopt 


i what plans they please. 


I defy them to reduce our laboring 
classes to the Europeanstandard of prices. In the older parts 
of the country, in manufacturing districts, they may, after a 
long time, approach to it; but, in the agricultural sections, and 
in the wide and fertile West, thank God, the thing is impossi- 
ble. We have an abundance of land, and labor will meet its 
just reward. You may injure the laborer by the credit system, 
‘and he will and must be injured by the constant expansions 
and contractions of the circulating medium; but I trust the 
time is coming when we shall have the blessings of a better sys- 
tem. The Gencrai Government has begun it, and I hope the 
States will follow. Whether the currency shall be wholly me- 
tallic, or shall consist partly of gold and silver and pardy of 
paper, it is not necessary to inquire. It is not for us to decide 
what the States shall do: we must leave that to their wisdom. 
Be it our partto set them, at least, a sound example. 


Mr. Chairman, the questions involved in this bill are of vast 
importance: they are questions which must be settled, one way 
or the other. The country must makeits choice between the 
system of banks and our simple plan of a constitutional curren- 
cy. These questions are agitating and occupyio the public 
mind, and they cannot remain longer uadecided. Who isre- 
sponsible for the great and unprecedented excitement which has 
been created, and who is chargeable with the distress which is 
said to prevail, are also questions which the people will settle. 
T entertain no fears for the issue. There are perhaps some gen- 
tlemen who may seek to excuse themselves, like the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, {Mr. Raynsn,] by pleading infancy 
as a bar to his Jacksonism. As the gentleman is very young, 
Imust forgive him for being a little extravagant. e treat 
with! much forbearance those of tendér years; andas he is my 
neighbor, I am ready to pardon the gentleman, as soon as he 
shail show, by his conduct, that he repente. He has mettle and 
high spirit. I defend and excuse him, asa young entleman, and 
trust he will depart from the error of his way, and no Jonger fol- 
low after false gods. As to the great mass of those who have 
joined in the cry against the Administration,the people will decide 
whether they are to be justified in their course. They ma: file 
their indictments as soon as they like; we take issue with them, 
and put ourselves on the country, having no apprehension “but 
that the verdict will be for the defendant and that the plain- 
tiffs, for their false clamor, in mercy be ischarged. But as to 
the great leaders in this unholy war——those who could not bear 
to see others rise while they remained stationary—those who 
cannot endure to look upon the tenant of the White House, and 
who claim for themselves al) the offices and all the honors ‘of 
the country— those who, in the bitterness of their envious spi- 
rita, cry out with Haman, “What doth all this avail us, so long 
as wesee Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate—so long.as we see 
Martin Van Buren, whom the people delight to honor, presiding 
at the White House”—as to those leaders, who, from a spirit 
of envy and ambition, have combined and confederated to put 
down this Administratjon at every sacrifice and at all hazards, 
a decree shall go forti from an insulted and indignant people, 
who are rising in the¢najesty of their strength, and it will read 
Let them be kanged like Haman upon the gallows pre; ed 
for Mordecai the Jew.” 


REMARKS OF MR. SMITH, 

OF INDIANA,- : 
Hous{ of Representatives, July 20, 1840—In re- 
pig to Mr. Prorrit, on the amendment to the ap- 
riafion bill, giving to the President the pow- 
thhold or limit the application of certain 
riations, if the condition of the Treasury 
demand it. a 
ITH arose and said: Mr. SPEAKER, to 
occupy the time of the committee at this late stege 
of{the session, when every moment is so precious, 
needs some apology from me to the committee and 
to the country; and that apology may be found in 
ihe extraordinary remarks of my colleague. He 
considered that the time improperly consumed in 
debate could not be regarded in any other light 
than as a trespass upon the patience of the commit- 
tee, and injurious to the interests of the country. 


a 


In 
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Bot, Mr. S. said, as he had occupied but little 
time of the House this session, he hoped a few mo- 
ments would be accorded to him, whilst he pro- 
posed to say something in relation to the amend- 
ment pending, and briefly to reply to some of the 
extraordinary and strange remarks of his colleague, 
[Mr. Prorrir,] who had just taken his seat. My col- 
league (said Mr. S.) has indulged in a strain of 
bitter invective and withering denunciation—and 
that, too, in a manner unique and peculiar te him- 
self alone. On this, as on former occasions, he 
spoke of his utter contempt of the President, and 
said, “God knows he does hate the President, Mr. 
Van Boren—hat he would not eat with him or 
‘drink with bim. I cannot find words to express 
my contempt for him; sir, I would not touch him 
with a ten foot pole.” This was the language of 
his colleague. 
Sir, said Mr. S. (tarning round to Mr. Prorrit,) 


I must implore my colleague, in the name of hu- | 


manity, to take back his denunciation, to withhold 
his hate, and to eradicate his contempt for the Pre- 
sident; and I am sure he would, if he was conscious 
of the inexpressible and excrutiating pain he was 
inflicting. I appeal to this House and to the coun- 
try, to tell me, how it is possible for the President 
tovexist under the hate and contempt of my col- 
league. But, sir, it is fortunate for the President, 
(and I bope equally for the country,) that he is not 
aware of the hate my colleague bears him—else, 
like a wasting atrophy, it would seize upon him, 
prey upon his spirits, waste his flesh and end hislife 
in wretchedness. [Loud laughter.} And, said Mr. 
S. my colleague has unmitigated contempt for all 


the heads of the Departments, and all the great Fe- | 


deral officers. Well, I congratulate my country- 
men that they are unconscious of this alarming 
fact—the existence of this blighting hate—else on 
our retarn next fall, we would find those officers, 
should they live through it, stalking about the 
streets here like an army of ghosts, blighted, with- 
‘ered, and wasted away to meré skeletons, under the 
contemptacas ire of my colleague—some of whom, 
at the present time, weigh 200!bs. gross. [Yes, a 
‘voice cried out, “Levi does.” Loud laughter.} 
Then, sir, in view of the probable effects, I implore 
my friend and colleague to reflect on the quantum 
of pain he is inflicticg, and the disastrous conse- 
‘quences that may result from it to the injury of in- 
dividuals, and perhaps to the country, to spare, oh 
spare them! When he is cool, am sure he will 
do as I conjure him—for kindness is one of his 
characteristic virtues. 

Bat my colleague holds this amendment, too, 
in contempt, “and the sneaking, low, underhanded 
manner in which such thivgs are stolen in upon us 
at the end of the session.” Sir, I would inquire if 
he has reflected whence this amendment came. 
Does he not know it is an amendment made by the 
Senate to a bill of the Hcuse? Should that not en- 
title it to some portion of respect from my col- 
league. Sir, what is the character of the Senate 
of the United States? Ihave been taught to re- 
spectit. Ihave schooled myself to think highly of 
it. Isit not the most august and talented delibera- 
tive body in the world? I believe the world would 
accord that much to it. This should weigh some 
‘litle in the mind of my friend in favor of the 
amendment. Bat that is not worth straws in his 
estimation. Well, said Mr. S. my colleague has 
pronounced the doom of this Administration, and 
says “it mast go down, and, if by revolution, it 
must go down;” he says, “if he had a son, he 
would train him up to arms, and point him to the 
purpose.” ‘These ate extraordinary sentiments to 
‘be expressed on the floor ef the American Con- 
giess by a representative of the people. But this 
accords well with sentiments I have heretofore seen 
e in acorrespondenee of a member of 
Congress with a venerable constituent, and pub- 
lished and endorsed by a very respectable opposi- 
tion paper, the National Intelligencer. In one sen- 
tence the cofréspondent says: “I would sooner have 
my property in the funds of Great Britain than in 

those of the United States.” Another says: “I 
should prefer the Government of Vittoria.” A 
third says: “J am tired of this Government,” &c. 
Sir, said Mr. S. these are extraordinary sentiments 
to be avowed openly through the press, and by re- 


44 


` at nobly in war. 
: extremely captious, and expresses strong opposi- 
_ tion to the Government, and openly avows his 
| eternal hostility to the Administration, avers that 


| view, no doubt, to deceive. 


Appropriation Bill—Mr. Smith. 
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presentatives who hold seats on the floor of Con- 
grees. I do not know the extent of the spread of 
such opinions and feelings as these. I hope, how- 
ever, their roots do not strike deep into our politi- 
cal so'l, for surely it is not possible that any man 
can seriously desire to overthrow the temple of 
liberty in this happy land. But I am happy to 
learn that my colleague has no son to train up in 
the way that he would have him to go, but that he 
has two lovely little daughters; and I hope they 
may live and marry true Republicans, who will 
feel and appreciate liberty, love and serve a Repub- 


| lic in a Democratic form, be faithful to the institu- 
, tions of their country in peace, and, if there be 


need, that they will fight for it bravely and defend 
Sir, said Mr. S. my colleague is 


he does not like it, northat he ever will. Well, it 
will be in vain to attempt to quiet my colleagne’s 
opposition. 
and for my part I would as leave undertake by 
contract to farnish water tu cool the flames of heil 
as toattempt to allay his ire, or undertake to give 
reasons to quiet the spirits of the damned, as to fur- 
uish arguments to reconcile him to this Admi- 
nistration. Sir, it cannot be done; the words 
“eternal hostility” have gone out of his mouth, 
and the case is hopeless. Mr. S. said his colleague 
seized hold of smalt ‘points, with a microscopic 
eye, and threw them out before the public, with a 
If so, he mistook the 
intelligence of the people. If he thought, by hold- 
ing the Government up to them, as extremely pro- 
fligate and corrupt, because they have sold a few 
bushels of damaged corn.in the progress of the 
Florida war, for four or five cents per bushel, that 


-he would convince them that it was corrupt, he was 


mistaken. How such. statements may affect 
men’s constitutents, I know not, but I am sure it 


I know his inflexible disposition, | 


will make but little impression upon mine; they are | 
a reasoning, intelligent, and liberal, and are always | 


willing to make due allowance, for they expect im- 
perfection in Government as in men. 


shall pursue, It may be borne by those who act 
with him, or move by his direction, but such a 
mode of dictation is not knewn on our side of the 
House. The sequel will prove how far the dicta- 
tion is obeyed. I fear the servility of the great 
independents will show quite as palpably as 
those who are dictated to by the Executive or 
his corrupt cabinet officers. 

Mr. S. proceeded te make some comments on 
the great delay in the despatch of publie business, 
arising in the House, as he believed, from the un- 
due proportion of a certain talking profession, 
though he disclaimed any intention of making an 
attack on any order of men. But it was a deplo- 
rable fact, that matters of the utmost importance 
to the nation, were frequently hung up in that 
House on a point of order—business of vital im- 
portance was protracted and delayed by the 
merest . pettifegging and special pleading. Ay, 
sir, questions of the utmost importance are in 
this way suspended for months and for years on 
points and punctilios, that the same number of 
common sense men would settle in an hour. 

Mr. S. procceded to show that the cause of many 
of the evils of the Government were overlooked. Sir, 
(said Mr. S) the President and heads of departments 
are charged with and denounced for extravagance, 
and strongly implicated as being corrupt, when 
no man can put his finger on a cent that any of 
them have drawn from the Treasury, not autho- 
rized by law. Yet allthis does notsave them from 
fierce invective. Sir, I think the evil'is not so 
much in the Executive and heads of departments, 
as in the practice which has long prevailed, of ap- 
appeinting to office young sprigs of the aristocracy 
and boys from West Point, to be disbursing and 
contracting agents. These men have never, pér- 
haps, in their lives, earned a meal’s victuals—they 
know but little about the use or value of money, 
and less about the value of labor. When they 
disburse, they do it profusely, and when they con- 
tract for the Government, they are the sure victims 
of the keen Government speculator. In this 


‘| way, sir, the public Treasury is made to bleed at 


allow no man to make such statements to my | 
constituents without proper explanations, and to ` 


go away without exposure. 


Sir, I would | 


Mr. Š. said that his colleague had a kind of pro- :' 


phetic ken, for he says that he is a ‘ prophet, and 
the sen ofa prophet.” He did not know that that en- 
dowment entitled - him to much credit for wisdom 
or sagacity. But his impression was that it did not; 
for prophets did not come to their conclusions 
‘by any of the known modes of. reasoning, and by 
philosophicaldeductiens, but, if trae prophets, spoke 
as they were inspired. If not, they are false’ pro- 
phets, and are not to be believed. Mr.S. was of 
the opinion, at the present time, more prophets, or 
those who professed that gift, were to be found 
amongst the illiterate, low, and vulgar, than any 
other class of people; and as to modern prophecy, 


` my friend cannot compare with a set of old women, 


socially seated around a tea table. My colleague 
says “he hada bad*opinion of this Government 
before he came here.” I came here prepared to 
find many things wrong, and did not expect to find 
perfection in any of the departments. I regard 
the Government as a mighty machine of complex 
and extended operations, and did not expect to find 
it perfect in allits parts. Those who expect per- 


` fection will never have their hopes realized. 


Bat (continued Mr. S.) this amendment and 
this course of legislation are denounced in no mea- 
sured terms as dictatorial on the part of the Ex- 
ecutive, and creeping, crawling servility on the 
part ef the majority of this House. Well, it 
may be so; but is there any thing in it compared 
with the tone and tewperof dictation of my col- 
league, who says “this bill shall not pass with 
this amendment,” and that he would denounce 
any Whig as a Tory, who would vote for it; and 
that he gave the friends of the Administration 
fair notice that, “if they proposed to carry it, they 
must have and keep a quorum in the House.” 
Sir, (said Mr. S.) these authoritative declarations I 
call dictation z quesi 
shapes, when a member will stand up in his place, 


and pronounce upon the course a whole pany 


that comes in no’ questionable- 


-ir the year. i 
‘the fact. How is it possible for those croakers 


every pore. The agents are frequently supplied 
from another class of gentry, in whose compe- 
tency to perform such trusts with ability and fideli- 
‘ty, I have quite as little confidence. I mean a 
kind of quasi professional men, who thrust them- 
selves into such places by their continual watching 
and ceaseless importunities. In this particular, 
I would say to the appointing power, discard the 
ctice of taking disbursing agents from West 
oint or the line of the army, and take men from 
the people, of mature age and known probity; and 


“When you want men to contract, select them from 


the same pure soufce—the great body of the peo- 
ple—and if either of those selected in this way 


‘should have been a laboring man at some time in 


life, he will be none the less qualified on that ac- 
count; but will, perhaps, know experimentally 
something of the value of labor. My word for it, 
such men will be less the subject of imposition. 

Sir, said Mr. S. I do not possess oratory to be a 
polished speaker.. To do my own speaking in a 
plain way, is as much as I can.attend to; but I 
hold that no man shall trample upon me, after ‘the 
manner or style of my colleague, or in any other 
way, if I can avoid it. I fear that I have been 
more tedious than I intended; bat I shall say a few 
things to the amendment, and then conclude. 

Sir, said Mr. S. I understand this to be an amend- 
ment added to a bill of this House by the Senate, 
authorizing the President of the United States, on 
certain contingencies, to postpone operations on 
certain named and specified works, if it-can be 
done without injury to the public service, with a 
view that the expenditure shall not exceed the 
means in the Treasury and accruing revenue with- 
Now, sir, this is plainly and simply 


about economy to find se mach fault with it} If I 
understand the people, this is just what they want; 
that is, that the means of the Treasury shall be 
kept Jow, and the expenditures within those means. 


The friends of the Administration have proposed 


this course, as a measure of economy, and to avoid 
encumbering the country with a national debt. It 


is a equise which I heartily approve; but (said he) 


690 
örn Cono... lsr Sess. 


Bankrupt Bill—Mr. Calhoun. 


my reforming colleague is outraged with such a po- 
licy. If this policy tends to parsimony, his must 
tend to extravagance. Sir, said Mr. @. the true se- 
cret of this unbeard of oppositin to the Adminis- 
ration is, that the Whigs Are most cruelly cha‘ed 
and galled to think they have not been able to ran 
up the appropriations so as to discredit the Govern- 
meat, or compe! jt to resort to loans, or, al this late 
hour, Compei uz to steal in (as they say) a propo- 
sition to authorize the emission of more Treas 
notes, In all these hopes, I am happy to think, 
pr.rely patriotic gentlemen, you will be disap 
ed. Congress will adjoura, and yoa will find that 
your fancies and hopes and desires have been delu- 
sive and vain. 


vent; and it is a choice sentiment to send to the 
country, that your Treasury is bankrapt. Mr. S. 


inquired if gentleman would tell him whose busi- | 


hess it was to replenish the Treasury. Was it not 


the duty of Congress? And who had more right | 


than the Opposition to propose ways and means. 
Do gentlemen recollect that the v de of the ce- 
lebrated compromise tariff had reduced the revenue 
from customs nearly one-balf? And do not all men 
know thar the monetary matters of the whole world 
are in confusion, and calculated to distarb revenue 
arising from commerce? Will gentlemen be mag- 
Banimous, and make some allowance for all those 
causes which tend ¿o cut off the resources from the 
support of Gqvernment? But, above all things, if 
they wish economy, jet them not, by any means 
which iney can bring to bear, try to prevent it. 


SENATE, E 2/1840. 
_ Mr. CALHOUN said} It ible to listen 
to this discussion, withgat struck with the 


Aay of the subject, ; he number and deli- 
cac the questions igv ; 

creditor and debtor was,’ igideed, the all-pervadin 
one in our country, ought not to be touche 
without much deliberation and caution. This bill 
and the amendment pro , taken together, em- 


The relation of | 


brace this universal relation, almost to its utmost ex- | 


tent and minutest ramification, and ought to be ex- | 


amined with co ding care and attention. 

I was at first inclined to favor the bill; but the 
discussion and reflection have brought me to the 
conclusion that it is unconstitutional, and therefore 
could not receive my if there were no 
other objection. The power of Con is re- 
stricted, by the Constitution, to establishing laws 
om the subject of bankruptcies. That is the limit 
of its power. It cannot go an inch beyond, on the 
subject of this bill, without violating the Constitu- 
tion. Thus far, all must be agreed. 

After fall and deliberate investigation, I cannot 

d this bill as one on the subject of bankruptcy. 
k relates, in my opinion, to another, but connected, 
sabject, not em a in os Constitution—that a 
insolvency, ‘miscalled voluntary bankruptcy —as 

to be able to establish., 

order to understand the ground on which my 
opinion rests, it will be necessary to premise—what 
none have denied, or can deny—that, at the time of 
the formation of the Constitution, there existed, 
both in this country and in England, from which 
we derived our laws, two systems of laws, 
growi out of the relation of creditor and debtor; 
the one known as the Senn of bankruptcy, and the 
other of insolvency. The two systems had existed 
together in England for centuries, and in this coun- 
try from an early period of our colonial Govern- 
ments. It would be useless to waste the time of 
Senate in accumulating proof of a fact beyond 
controve This very bill, and the only one ever 
ere songress on the subject of bankruptcy, 

internal evidence of the fact. The decisions 
of judges re ise the distinction, and elementary 
works place them under distinct , and in se- 

c The distinction is one neither of 

orm nor accident. The two systems, in commer- 
cial communities, naturally grow up out of the re- 
lation of creditor and debtor, but origi in dif- 
ferent motives, and have diferent objects, which 
give different character and genius to the two. 

The of insolvent laws grew out of the 
debtor side of the relation, and originated in mo- 
tives of humanity for the unfortunate but honest 
debtor, deprived of the means of paying his debts 
by some of the various unforeseen accidents of life, 


and in consequence epee əd to the oppression of 
unteeling creditors. heir object is to relieve 
him from the power of his creditors, on an honest 
surrender of all his property tor their benefit. 

Very different are the motives and objects in which 
the laws of bankruptcy originated. 
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They grew | 


out of the creditor side of the relation, and form a | 
on of the mercantile or commercial code of | 


aws. Their leadin 


vigorating and extending commercial enterprise; 


ime and we accordingly find that the system com- 


menced in the commercial Republic of Venice, 


' and has been confined exclusively, as far as my 


knowledge extends, to commercial communities. 


| Though gfowing out of the same relation, and to 
The Government is denounced as being insole Sten! k 


that extent connected, the two are as different in 
genius and character as the different aspects of the 
relation out of which they grow. The one looks 
to credit and the creditar interest, and the other to 


' the debtor, and the obligations of humanity towards 


him, when, without demerit on his part, he is 
utterly deprived of the means of meeting his en- 
gagements. 

t is true, indeed, that the insolvent system, in its 
humanity for the debtor, is not unmindful of the inte- 
rest of the creditor, nor the bankrupt system, in 
guarding the interest of credit and creditors, does 
not forget that of the debtor. But this, thougt it 
has, to a certain extent, blended the two, and caused 
some confusion in practice, cannot obliterate the 
essential and broad distinction between them. Nor 


object is to strengthen the | 
system of commercial credit, with. the view of in- ; 


is it necessary, with my object, to trace the history | 


of the legislation in relation to them in this coun- 
try and England, with the judicial decisions, in 
order to show that the two systems, though blended 
and confounded in part, have, nevertheless, retained 
their distinctive features. It is enough for me that 
there were, when the Constitution was adopted 
two separate systems, known both to our laws and 


i the English, such as I have described. 


I next assert, that the members of the conven- 


! tion that framed the Constitution could not have 


been ignorant of the fact, that there were two such 
systems, known by the names of bankrupt and insol- 
vent laws. The convention abounded with able 
lawyers, many of whom were among the most dis- 


, tinguished and influential members of the body, 


| with our 


and could not but be as perfectly familiar with the 
whole subject as we now are, after this long and 
able discussion. 
Piet r er bool + sg bao wr pcg 
to de teto Congress power over systems 
these able and cautions ety so familiar with the 
distinction between them, would not have included 
both by name? And is it not conclusive, that in 
not doing so, and in limiting the grant to bank- 
ruptcy alone, that it was their intention to grant 
that only, to the exclusion of insolvency? Do we 
not feel, that if we were framing a constitution, 
resent knowledge of the subject, that 
such would be our course? If we intended to 
grant both, would we not insert both? And would 
not the insertion of bankru only, be intended 


to exclude insolvency? e conclusion a 
pears irresistible. ow is it met? By at. 
mitting (for it cannot be denied) that such 


would be the case, if the words of the Con- 
stitution are to be taken in their legal sense; 
but it is asserted that our Constitution was made for 
the le at large, and on this assumption it is in- 
ferred that it ought to be interpreted, in all cases, 
according to the ordinary meaning ot the words 
nsed, and not in their legal sense. Having arrived 
at this conclusion, it is next contended, that, accord- 
ing to their ordinary sense, bankruptcy and insol- 
vency are convertible terms, and of the same mean- 
ing; and itis thence inferred that the framers of 
the Constitution intended to comprehend both under 
the former. 

I might well deny both the premises and conclu- 
sion. i might be easily shown, that in many cases 
the words of the Constitution must, and have been, 
constantly taken in their legal sense, and that, ac- 
cording to the established rules of construction, 
they ought to be so taken inthis. It might be also 
own teat they are not convertible, in common use; 
that insolvency isthe general term, and includes 
bankruptcy. But I deem all this unnecessary. I 
admit, for the sake of argument, both premises and 
conclusion, but deny the application. Taken un- 
connected with other words, insolvency and bank- 
ruptcy may be admitted to have the same meaning, 
and that the one may stand for the other, but that is 
not this case. In the Constitution, bankruptcy 
stands in connection with law, which, attaching 


’ nection with this. 


' Todo so would be anact of usu 
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itself to it, fixes its meaning. Now, sir, I assert, 
however the terms bankruptcy and insolvency may 
be confounded, standing alone, no one—no, not the 
inost uninformed, confounds bankrupt laws with 


insolvent laws. They never call the insolvent 
laws of the States bankrupt laws. They may not 
be able to draw the distinction with any precision, 
but they know that they are not the same. 

But admit that there is doubt. Task, what is the 
rule of interpretation to be applied to the Constitu- 
tion in case of doubt? It isa fundamental princi- 
ple that Congress has no right to exerciseany power 
whatever that is not granted by the Constitution. 
ation, and; if 
knowingly doue, a violation of oath. Hence, in 
cases of doubt, it is a just caution to take the words 
in their limited sense, and not their broad and com- 
prehensive—a rule at all times considered as essen- 
tial to the ey of the Constitution, by those 


of the States Right creed. Apply it to this 
case, and the controversy ceases. et me add 
i; that there are few subjects, in reference to 


which it is more necessary to apply the most rigid 
rules of construction, than to that of the all-pervad- 
ing relation of debtor and creditor. It is one on 
which the slightest encroachment is dangerous, 
and mign, in its conseqnences, draw into the vor- 
tex of this Government the whole of that vast rela- 
tion in its fullest extent, and with it the entire mo- 
ney transactions of the Union, as will be manifest 
in the sequel. 

If, after what has been said, doubts should still 
exist, they may be removed by turning to another 
provision of the Constitution,standing in close con- 
I have said that the bankrupt 
system grew out of the commercial policy, and 
made a part of it. The provision I refer to is that 


| which grants to Congress the power of regulatin; 


' are in the midst of great pecuniary embarrassme 


i an opposite character, 


commerce. This grant carried with it severa 

others, as connected powers; such as that of coin- 
ing money and regulating the value thereof; fixin 

an uniform standard of weights and measures, an 

we accordingly find these, with the power of establish- 
ing laws of bankruptcy, all grouped together, and fol- 
lowing in close connection, the parent power of re- 
gulating commerce; just where we would expect to 
find it, regarded in the light I do, but not, if taken 
in the broader and more general sense of insolven- 
cy, in which it would comprehend far more than 
what relates to trade, and what, under our system, 


; belong to the mass of local and particular powers 


reserved to the States. 

So irresistible does the conclusion at which I 
have arrived appear to me, that I have been forced 
to inquire how it is that any one in favor of a strict 
construction of the Constitution could come to a 
different, and can find but one explanation. We 


nt 
suddenly succeeding a period of several years of 
There are thousands who, 
but a short time since, regarded themselves as rich, 
now reduced to poverty, with a weight of debt bear- 
ing them down, from which they can never expect 
to extricate themselves, without the interposition of 
Government, The prevailing opinion is, that the 
Legislatures of the States can apply no remedy be- 
yond the discharge of the person, and that there is 
no other power which can give a discharge against 
debts, and relieve from the burden, but Congress. 
That so large and enterprising a portion of our ci- 
tizens should be reduced to so hopeless a condition, 
makes a strong appeal to our feelings, of which I 
am far from being insensible. Itis not at all sur- 
rising, that, under the influence of such feelings, 
judgment should yield to sympathy; and that, under 
the impression there is no other remedy, one should 
be sought in a loose and unsafe construction of the 
Constitution; and hence the broad construction con- 
tended for. I appeal to the candor of my State 
Right friend, who differs from me on this occasion, 
if what I state is not the true explanation. If I 
mistake not, it might be safely asserted that there is 
not one among them who would yield the power to 
this Government, if he believed the State Legisla- 
ture could apply a remedy. I, on my part, neither 
assert nor deny that they can; but I. do assert, that 
if the States cannot discharge the debt, neither can 
Congress. ; . 

I hold it clear, if by discharging the debt be 
meant releasing the obligation of a contract, either 
in whole or part, that neither this Government nor 
that of any of the States possesses such a power. 
The obligation of a contract belongs not to the civil 
or political code, but the moral. It is imposed by an 
ahon higher than human, and can be dis- 
charged by no power under heaven, without the 
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assent of him to whom the obligation is due. It is 
binding on conscience itself. Ifa discharged debt- 
or had in his pocket the discharges of every Go- 


vernment on earth, 


he would not be an honest man, | 


| 
! 


should he refuse to pay his debts, if-ever in his | 


power. 


rable State inthe Union. f , 

But the subject may be viewed in a different 
light. It may be meant that Government is not 
bound to lend its aid to a hard and griping creditor, 
in the cruel attempt to coerce the honest but unfor- 
tunate debtor, who has lost his all, to pay his debts, 
when it is utterly beyond his power. Certainly 


In this sense, this Government is justas . 
chat to discharge a debt as the most inconsi- | 
e 


not; and, in that sense, every Government has the ` 


right to discharge the debt, as well as the person. 
They both stand on the same ground. It is a ques- 
tion of mere discretion, when and in what manner 
the Government will 
mand of the creditor; but, thus regarded, State Le- 
islatures are just as competent to discharge the 
ebt, under their insolvent laws, or, in the absence 
of our legislation, under their bankrupt laws, as 
Congress itself. In proof of what is asserted, I 
might cite the laws of many of the States, and my 
own among others, which discharge the debt, as 
well as the person, as far as the suing creditors are 
concerned—the, constitutionality of which, as far 
as I know, has never been questioned. It would, 
indeed, be a violent and unreasonable presumption, 


to suppose that, in granting the right to establish | 


ive its aid to enforce the de- > 


laws of bankruptcy, the States intended to leave | 


` Congress free to discharge the debt, and at the 
same time imposed on themselves an obligation to 
forbear the exercise of the same power in the case 
of insolvency or bankruptcy, should Congress de- 


_ strenuous efforts that have been made, but a single |. 
‘ of enforcing their demands? 


cline to exercise the power granted. Nor can such . 


- be the intention of the provision in the Constitu- 
tion which Po the States from passing laws 
impairing the obligation of contracts. The history 
of the times amply proves that the prohibition was 

` intended to apply to stay laws, and others of a si- 
milar description, which State Legislatures had 
been in the habit of passing, in periods like the 
present, when a sudden contraction of our always un- 
stable currency had succeeded a wide expansion, and 
when large portions of the community, with ample 
means, found themselves unable to meet their 
debts; but who, with indulgence, would be able to 
meet all demands. 
were either to afford time, or to protect the debtor 
against the hardhi of paying the same nominal 
amount, but in reality a much greater, in conse- 
quence of a change in. the standard of value, re- 
sulting from a contraction of the currency. As 

lausible as was the object, experience had proved 
it to be destructive of credit, and injurious to the 

. community, and hence the prohibition. ‘To extend 
it beyond, and give a constraction which would 

. compel the States, whether they would or not, to 
lend their aid to the merciless creditor, who would 
reduce to despair an innocent, but unfortunate, 

` debtor, without benefit to himself, and thereby to 
render him a burden to himself and society, would 
be abhorrent to every feeling of humanity, and 
principle of sound policy. 
to believe that such was the intention of the Con- 
stitution. Nor can I be reconciled to a construc- 

. tion which must have the effect of enlarging the 


power of this Government, and contracting those : 


It is impossible for me | 


Bankrupt Bill—Mr. Calhoun. 


strate it. Have its advocates uttered a word, in 
urging its passage, in favor of credit or creditors? 
On the contrary, have not their warm and eloquent 
appeals been in behalf of the unfortunate and 
honest debtors, who have been reduced to hopeless 
insolvency by the embarrassment of the times? 
And has it not been attacked on the ground that it 
would be ruinous to credit, and unjust and oppres- 
sive to creditors? Every word uttered on either 
side, proves that it belongs to the class of insolvent 
laws, and is, therefore, unconstitutional. As such, 
it cannot receive my support, were it free from 
other objections. 

But as decidedly as I am opposed to the bill, 1 
am still more so to the amendment proposed as a 
substitute by the minority of the committee. It 
contains a provision in favor of insolvent debtors, 
similar to that of the bill; and is, of course, liable 
to the same objections. But it goes much farther 
and provides tor a comprehensive system of com- 
pusoy bankruptcy, as it is called; that is, as I un- 

erstand it, bankruptcy as intended by the Consti- 
tution. As far as the provisions of this portion of 
the bill is limited to individuals, I admit its consti- 
tutionality, but object to it on the broad ground of 
expediency. 

tis inposible for any one to doubt, who will 
examine the history of our legislation, that there 
must be some powerful objection to the passage of 
laws of bankruptcy by Congress. No other proof 
is needed than the fact, that although the Govern- 
ment has been in operation for more than half a 
century, and the power is unquestionable; yet, in 
that long period, notwitstanding the numerous and 


act has passed; and that, though limited to five 


years, was repealed before the expiration of the | 


time. 
it, in part, at least, in the genius of our institutions, 


If we inquire into the cause, we shall find | 


4 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE' 


691 


Senate. 


with more powerful means to crush them: 
I say misguided policy. I will not call it unjust. 
On the contrary, there is a strong principle of jus- 
tice at the bottom in favor of interposing at such a 
period as the present, if it could be done on princi- 
ples of sound policy. The condition in which so 
arge a portion of our people now find themselves, 
in debt, with ample means of discharging all 
they owe, if time be allowed, but incapable 
of immediate payment, is much less their fault 
than that of the improvident legislation of 
the States, countenanced by this Govern- 
ment, and by which the solid and stable currency 
of the Constitution has been expelled, and an un- 
sound, vacillating one of bank notes substituted in 


' its place, incapable of discharging debts. By its 


and the character of our people, which are ab- |: 


horrent to whatever is arbitrary or harsh in legisla- 
tion, than which there is none, in its wide range, 
more so than the laws of bankruptcy. 
the creditors the most summary and efficient pro- 
cess against the debtors, of which we may be satis- 


: fied by looking into the provisions of this amend- 


The objects of all these laws | 
- judge of the Federal Court, an 


of the States, in relation to the delicate and all- |! 


rvading relation of debtor and creditor, by throw- 
ing on the side of the former the powerful con- 


sideration of humanity and sympathy for a large » 


and unfortunate portion of the community. 


Having now established, I trust, satisfactorily, - 
that the framers of the Constitution, in restricting `; 
the power of Congress to establishing laws of ` 


bankruptcy, intended to exclude those of insol 
vency, it remains to be shown that this bill belong: 
to the latter class, and is, therefore, unconstitutional] 
And here I might shift the burden of proof to the 
“other side, and demand of them to prove that it is. 
a bankrupt, and not an insolvent bill, They whe 
claim to exercise a power under this Government 
are bound to exhibit the grant, and to prove tha 
the power proposed to be exercised is within is 
limits—to show, in this case, what a law of bank- 
ruptcy is—how far its limits extend—that this bill 
does not go beyond; and, in particular, that it does 
not cover the ground belonging to the connected 
power of insolvency reserved to the States. Till 
_ that is done, they have no right to expect our votes 
in its favor. The task is impossible. Every fea- 
ture of the bill bears the impress of insolvency. 
The atguments, urged for and against it, demon- 


ment. On the mere suspicion of insolvency, or 
fraud, one or more creditors, to whom not less than 
five hundred dollars is due, may take out a process 
of bankruptcy against the debtor, by applying to a 
on his order, 
without jury, he may be divested of his property, 
and the whole of his estate placed in the hands of 
assignees, with authority to wind up and settle his 
affairs, and distribute the proceeds among his 


creditors. 


But, as repugnant as a process so summary and 
arbitrary is to the genius and character of our in- 
stitutions and people, there is another objection con- 
nected with our currency still stronger. It has 
been the misfortune of our country, .at all times, 
with the exception of some short intervals, to be 
cursed with an unsound and unstable paper curren- 
cy, subject to sudden and violent expansions and 
contractions. It belongs to such currency, in the 
period of its expansion, to excite an universal spirit 
of enterprise and speculation, particularly in a coun- 


| try so new, and rapidly increasing, and of such vast 


eapacity for increase,as ours. Universal indebted- 
ness is the result, followed on the contraction, by 


wide-spread embarrassment, reducing thousands to || 


They give . 


sudden, violent, and unexpected fiuctuations, alter- 
nately raising and depressing prices, tempting, at 
the one period, to contract debts, and leaving debt- 
ors, at the other, without the means of paying, the 
whole country, even the cautious and prudent, has 
become involved in debt and embarrassment. To 
this cause may be traced the present condition of 
the country, and the many similar ones through 
which the country has of late so frequently assed, 
in which few are out of debt; and of the indebted, 
though few are actually insolvent, but a small por- 
tion could pay their debts, if demanded in legal 
currency. And shall we, who are, at least in part, 
responsible for such a state of things, at such a pe- 
Hoi, when the debtors are so much at the mercy of 
the creditors, reversing the ill-judged, but humane, 
policy wisely prohibited to the States by the Consti- 
tution, of interposing in favor of the debtors, arm 
the creditors with new and extraordinary powers 
Who is there that 
does not feel that it would be impolitic, cruel, and 
unjust? But it is only at such periods that bank- 
rupt laws are proposed; and ist at all wonderful 
that the instinctive feelings of the community have 
so steadily and strongly resisted their adoption? 
On no occasion has there been stronger cause for 
resistance than the present; for on none would such 
a law be more impolitic and cruel; and such, if I 
may judge from the discussion, is the feeling of 
this body. Standing alone and limited to indivi- 
duals, I doubt whether the portion of the amend- 
ment under immediate consideration would receive 


' asingle vote, although it is the only part which is 
, clearly and ae noma within the limits of the 


` without supporters, why is it inserted? 


Constitution. It may, then, well be asked, if it is 
But ope 


answer can be given: because it is felt, as ob- 


- noxious as it is, to be indispensable to the passage 


; of the I ) 
i of the Senate is so intent on passing the part in fa- 


hopeless insolvency, and_leaving a still greater _ 


` number, though possessed of ne property to pay 


their debts in ordinary times, without money, or the 


means of getting it, to meet the demands against ., 
:' off the burden from many, who are now hopelessly 


them. What can be imagined more oppressive, 


unjust, or cruel, than to es at such a period,such © 


a power in the hands o 
tors? 


hard and grasping credi- . 


Now, sir, we are in the midst of such a one—a ~ 


period of almost Mieke pit contraction, following ` 

-« families. 
duration of the expansion; for the universality and |: l 
: stead of relieving, it would crush, the indebted 


one, remarkable above all others, for the extent and 


boldness of speculation, and the extent and severit 
of the embarrassment which has followed, Such 


is the period selected to arm, the creditors against . 


the debtors, with the harsh summary and arbitra- | 


ry power of a bankrupt law—a period, such as 
the 


States, in former times, interposed, with stay ` 


laws, valuation laws, and othersof like description, 
to save the debtor struggling against an adverse 


‘current, and who, if allowed time, could save him- 


self and family from poverty. This amendment 

oposes to reverse this humane but misguided po- 
icy, and, jnstead of interposing in favor of the em- 
barrassed but solvent debtors, to arm their créditors 


e 


.the other 


rovisions connected with it. One portion 
vor of insolvent debtors, that they are willing to 
take with it the compulsory portion, in favor of 
creditors; while another, froma stropg desire to 
include corporations, are willing to comprehend 

provisions, though they denounce the 
provisions in favor of insolvent debtors, aning 
alone, as fraudulent, unjust, and unconstitutional. 
It is thus the two extremes unite in favor of a mea- 
sure that neither would support alone; and a fea- 
ture of the bill, obnoxious of itself, but constitu- 
tional, is made to buoy up other portions, which, if 
not clearly ‘unconstitutional, to say the least, are 
of doubful constifntionality. 

Let me say to those ‘who represent the portion of 
the Union where the indebtedness is the greatest, 
and who, on that account, favor the provisions for 
the relief of the insolvent, that the operation of the 
amendment, should it pass, will disappoint them. 
The part in favor of the debtors may, indeed, throw 


insolvent, and restore their usefulness to themselves 
and society; but the other provisions will reduce a 
far greater number to insolvency, who might other- 
wise struggle through their embarrassments, with a 
competency left for the support of themselves and 
I cannot be mistaken. ‘Should the 

as it now stands, become a law, in- 


amendment, 


portion of the Union. In order to make good the 
assertion, | shall now turn to the novel and im- 
portant. provision which places certain corporations 
and banks among them, under this compulsory pro- 
cess. . t £ 

am not the apologist of banks or corporations 
eneral. nor a Tithe advocate of chartered pri- 
vileges. On the contrary, | there is not a member 
of the body more deeply impressed with the evils 
of the banking system, as now modified, or. more 
opposed to grants of privileges to one ‘portion’ of 
the community, at the expense of the rest. “My opi- 
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nions on these points have not been recently or has- 
tily formed. long since embraced them, after 
much reflection and observation, and am prepared 
to assert and maintain them on all proper occasions. 

But, sir, I am not to be caught by words: I have 

too much experience for that. It is in vain that I 
am told that this is a contest between corporations 
and individuals—the artificial, legal person, called 
a body gone, and the individual man, as formed 
by his Creator. All this is lost on me. 

to where the blow is professedly aimed, but beyond, 
where it must fall. The corporate, ideal thing at 
which it is said to be directed, is intangible, and 
without the capacity of pearing seeing, or feeling; 
but there are beneath, thousands on thousands, not 
shadows, but real, sensitive human beings, on 
whom the blow will fall with vengeance. Before 
we act, let us look at things as they really are, and 
not as we may imagine them, in the fervor of 
debate. 

The States have, by 
gislation, centralized in banks and other corpora- 
tions, to a very great extent, the relation of creditor 
anddebtor. Were I to assert that these central points 
could not be touched, without touching, at the same 
time, that wide-spread and all-pervading relation, 

_ in its minutest and remotest ramification, I would 
scarcely express myself too strongly. To subject 
them to this measure would, then, be to subject to 
it, in reality, almost the entire relation of creditor 
and debtor. It would be bankrupting by wholesale 

—a pronipt and forced settlement of the aggregate 

indebtedness of the country, under all the pressure 

of existing pecuniary embarrassments, made mani- 
fold greater by the measure itself. 

In order that the Senate may have some idea 
how vast and comprehensive the measure is, I will 
give a statement from the paper in my hand, which 
contains the most recent account we have of the 
number and condition of the banks. 

There were, then, by estimation, on the first of 
January last, upwards of nine hundred banks, in- 
cluding branches, with a capital of upwards of 
three hundred and fifty millions, having debts due 

. to them of more than four hundred and sixty 
millions, and by them of more than two hundred 
and seventy millions, making the aggregate indebt- 
edness, to and by them, upwards of seven hundred 
and ten millions of dollars, with a supply of specie 
but little exceeding thirty-three millions. By in- 
cluding the banks, this vast amount of indebted- 
ness, concentrated in the banking system, would 
be subject to the operation of the law, should the 
measure be adopted. But the amendment extends 
far beyond, and takes in all corporations for manu- 
facturing, commercial, insurance, or tradin pur- 
poses; or which issue, pay out, or emit bills, drafts, 
or ‘obligations, with the intention of circulating 
them as a substitute for money; which would add 
to the indebtedness brought within its operations, 
hundreds of millions more. Never was a scheme 
of bankruptcy, so bold and comprehensive, adopted, 
or even proposed, before: no, not in England itself, 
where the power of Parliament is omnipotent, and 
where the system has been in operation for three 
centuries. : i : 

Such is the measure proposed to be adopted, at 
such a period as this, when there is a universal 
and intense pecuniary embarrassment—when one- 
half of the Banks have suspended payments, and 
when their available means of meeting their debts 
are so scanty. At such a period, and under such 
circumstances, any creditor, or creditors, to whom 
a bank, or other corporation, may owe not less than 
five hundred dollars, may demand payment; and if 
not paid in fifteen days, may take out process of 

Yy, on application to the Federal courts, 
and place the corporation, with all its debts, credits, 
and assets, in the hands of trustees, to be wound 
up, and the proceeds distributed among its creditors. 
I venture nothing in asserting, that one half of the 
banks, in numbers, and amount of capital, and a 
large portion of the other corporations, might be 
forthwith placed in commission, should the mea- 
sure be adopted; which, including debts, credits, 
capital, and assets, would amountat least to seven 
` or eight hundred millions; all to be converted into 
cash, and distributed among those entitled to it. 
How is this to be done? Where is the 
cash to be had, at such a penaa as this, par- 
ticularly when one half of the banks would 
be closed, and E aae equalling one half of the 
present y supply of currency, would cease to 
circulate? har sacrifices, what _insolvencies, 
what beg , what frauds, what desolation and 
Tuin, wo ollow ! 

t 


$ 


I look not” 


an unwise and dangerous le- 
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But would the calamity fall with equal vengeance 
on all the land, or would there be some favored, 
exempted portion, while desolation would oversha- 
dow the residue? Let the document* which I hold, 
answer. It is a communication fromthe President, 
transmitting a report from the Secretary of the 
Treasury to this body, dated the 8th January last, 


containing a list of the suspended and non-suspend- - 


ed banks of last year, arranged according to States, 
beginning with Maine. I find, on turning to the 
document, that there are nine hundred and fifty-nine 
banks, including branches, in the Union; of which 
five hundred and thirty-eight are in New England 
and New York. Of this number but seven are sus- 
pended, if Rhode Island be excepted. Her banks 
all suspended, but I understand have since. re- 
sumed. The Senator near me, from that State, 
(Mr. Knicur,) can answer whether such isthe fact. 
Jan: Knicut assented. 
here are, then,sir, in New England and NewYork 
five hundred and thirty-one banks which are not 
suspended, and but seven that are. 
cross the Hudson, and cast our eyes South and 
West, we shall find the opposite state of things. We 


shall find there four hundred and twenty-one banks; | 


of which three hundred and sixty-eight suspended 
in whole or part, and fifty-three not. It is probable 
that the present proportion is still more unfavor- 
able. 

Can we doubt, with these facts, where the storm 
will rage with all its desolating fury? Is there any 
one so credulous as to believe that any one of the 
suspended banks, throughout that vast region, or 
many of the non-suspended, under the panie which 
the passage of the act would cause, could meet their 
debts, and thereby escape the penalties of the act? 
And if not, is there any one here prepared to place 
at once all the banks south and west of New York, 
with few exceptions, in the hands of assignees, un- 
der the jurisdiction and control of the Federal 
courts? Is there any willing that their doors should 
be all at once closed; their notes cease to circulate; 
their affairs wound up; their debts to and from 
them to be forthwith collected; their property and 
assets converted into money by Federal! officers, 
acting under Federal authority, and all that 
might be left from plunder, fraud, and forced sales, 
distributed among creditors? And how, I ask, is 
so mighty a concern, amounting in the aggregate, 
certainly to not less than five or six hundred mil- 
lions of dollars, to be at once wound up? Where 
is the money to be found to pay the debts to and 
from the banks, and to purchase the vast amount of 
property held by them and their debtors, which 
must be broùghtat once underthe hammer? Where 
found, after their notes have ceased to circulate, (as 
they would, as soon as process of bankruptcy is ta- 
ken out against them,) and before specie could 
come in to supply their place? Were it possible to 
carry through the measure, it would spread unheard 
of destruction and desolation through the vast por- 
tion of the Union,“on which the blow would fall; 
such as the marching of hostile armies from one 
extremity to another; the sweep of tornadoes; the 


. outpouring of floods; or the withholding from the 


parched and thirsty earth the fertilizing droppings 
of the clouds, would give but a faint conception. But 
it would be impossible. If you were to adopt the 
measure, you would ordain what would not, could 
not, be executed. Public indignation would para- 
lyze the hand of the graspitg creditor, stretched to 
execute it, and sweep your act from the statute 
book ere it could be enforced. . 
I turn now from the immediate effects of the mea- 
sure, were. it possible to carry it into effect, to in- 
uire what would be its permanent, if adopted. Its 
rst effect, after the desolating storm had “passed 
over, would be to centralize the control over all the 
banks that might be spared, or thereafter chartered, 
in the banks located where, the public revenue 
would be gen eed collected and disbursed; and 
where that would be, Ineed not say. The reason 
is obvious. The fiscal action of the Government 
would keep the exchanges steadily and permanent- 
ly in its favor. Now, sir, every man of business 
knows, that the banks located at the point where 
exchanges are permanently favorable, can control 
those where they are unfavorable. The reason is 
obvious. The former can draw on the latter with 
profit; and, through their drafts, command their spe- 
cie, or notes, at pleasure, while the reverse is the 
case with the latter. Hence the consequence would 
be control on one side, and dependence on the 
other, increasing with the increasing amount of 
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Now, sir, if we | 
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| power of life and death. The process of bankrupt- 
_ cy against an incorporation is but another name for 
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collection and disbursements, which, by their ab- 
sorbing character, would draw with them the im- 
ports and exports, with an increased control over 
the exchanges. Addtothis the power which this 
measure would place in the hands of the banks at 
the favored points, and I hazard nothing in assert- 
ing that it would at all times be in their power to 
crush, by asudden and unexpected run, the banks 
elsewhere, which might incur their displeasure, 
with greater ease, and more effectually, than the 
late United States Bank, in its most palmy days, 
ever could. 

The next permanent effect would be, to place the 
whole banking system under the control of this 
It would hold over the banks thé 


its death warrant. It would give, with the power 
of destroying, that of regulating them, without re- 
gard to their chartered rights. The same bold con- 
struction that would authorize Congress to subject 
them to a bankrupt law, would give it the power to 


i determine at pleasure what shall or shall not con- 


stitute acts of bankruptcy, by which it might limit 
the extent of their business, fix the Pr ponian of 
specie to liability, and make it a condition for one 
dollar in circulation, there should be a dollar in 
their vaults. The possession of such a power 
would give Congress more unlimited control over 
the banks, than that which the States, that incorpo- 
rated them, possess, or which you would possess 
over a Bank of the United States, chartered by 
yourselves. Your power over such an institu- 
tions, and the States over their own banks, 
would be limited by the acts of incorporation, while 
yours over the banks of the States, with the bank- 
rupt power in your hands, would be without any 
other limitation, except your discretion. — 

It is easy to see that the complete subjugation of 
the State banks to your will, must be the result of 
such unlimited control; and not less easy, that with 
their subjugation the conflict between this Govern- 
ment and the banks would cease, to be followed by 
a close and perpetual alliance. It is in the nature of 
Governments to wage war with whatever is op- 
posed to its will, and to take under protection that 
which it has subdued; nor would the banks be found 
to be an exception. ‘They would be forced to conci- 


| liate the good will of the Government, on which 


both their safety and profit would depend; and in no 
way could they more effectually do that, than b UP 
holding its power and authority. They would b 
thus forced, by the strongest appeals to both their 
fear and hope, into the political arena, 
with their immense power and influence, and to 
take an active and decided part in all the party 
strifes of the day, throwing their weight always on 
the side which their safety and profit might dictate. 
The end would be the very reverse of that for 
which we, who are in favor of a divorce of Govern- 
ment and banks, have been contending for the last 
three years. Instead of divorce, there would be 
union; instead of excluding the banks from the po 
litical struggles of the day, they would be forced to 
be active and zealous partisans in self-defence; and 
instead of leaving the banks to the control of the 
States, from which they derive their charters, you 
would assume over them a control more powerful 
and unlimited, than has ever been before ex- 
ercised over them by this Government, either 
through the pet banks or a National Bank. This 
control would be the greatest at the principal points 
of collection and disbursement—the very point 
where that of the local banks would be the greatest 
over all others. It follows that the Government 
would have the most decisive and complete control 
over those that would control all others; and, by 
lending their powerful aid and influence to. main- 
tain their control, would in reality contro} the 
whole banking system; thus making, in effect, the 
banks at the favored points the National Bank, and 
the rest virtually but branches. If to this we add 
the control which it would give over the other and 
powerful corporations enumerated in the amend- 
ment, it may be safely asserted, that the measure, if 
adopted, would do more to increase the power of 
this Government, and diminish that of the States— 
to strengthen the cause of consolidation, and 
weaken that of State rights—than any which has 
ever been assumed by Congress. 

Having pointed out the consequences, I now de- 
mand, in the name of the Constitution, what right 
has Congress to extend a bankrupt act over the in- 
corporated institutions of the States, and thereby 
seize on this immense power? The burden of 
proof is on those who claim the right, and not on 
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us, who oppose it. I repeat, ours is a Government 
of limited powers, and those who claim to exercise 
a power, must show the grant—a clear and certain 
grant, in case of a power so pregnant with conse- 
quences as this. . : 

I ask, then, those who claim this power, on what 
grounds do they place it? Do they rest it on the 
nature of the power, as being peculiarly applicable 
to banks and the other corporations proposed to be 
embraced? If so, frail is the foundation. Never 
was power more unsuited to its subject—so much 
so, that language itself has to be forced and per- 
verted to make it applicable. ‘Taking corporations 
in their proper sense, as bodies politic, and there is 
searcely.a single portion of the whole process, be- 
ginning with the acts of bankruptcy, and extending 
to the final discharge, applicable to them. What 
one of the numerous acts of bankruptcy can they 
commit? Can they depart from the State, or be ar- 
rested, or be imprisoned, or escape from prison, or, 
in a word, commit any one of the acts without 
which an individual cannot be made a bankrupt? 
No; but they may stop payment, and thereby sub- 
ject themselves to the act. True; but how is the 
process to be carried through. The provision re- 
quires the bankrupt to be sworn: can you swear 
corporations? It requires divers acts to be done by 
the bankrupt, under the penalty of imprisonment: 
can you imprison a corporation? It directs a dis- 
charge to be given to the bankrupt, which exempts 
his person and future acquisitions: can a corpora- 
tion receive the benefit of such discharge? No; 
the process itself is the dissolution, the death, of the 
corporation. It is thus that language is forced, 


strained, and distorted, in order to bring a power so 


inapplicable to the subject to bear on corporations. 
It would be just as rational to include corporations 
in insolvent laws, which none has been, as yet, so 
absurd as to think of doing. 

The right, then, cannot be inferred from the na- 
ture of the power. On what, then, can it stand? 
On precedents? I admit that if, at the period of 
the adoption of the Constitution, it was the practice 
to include corporations in acts of bankruptcy, it 
would go far to establish that it was intended by the 
Constitution to include them. But the reverse is 
the fact. As long as the system has been in opera- 
tion, there is not a case where a corporation was 
ever included, either in England, this country, or 
any other, as far as can be ascertained, nor ever 
proposed to be. The attempt in this case isa r 
ect novelty, without precedent or example; and all 
the force which it is acknowledged the practice of 
including them would have given in favor of the 
right, is thus thrown with a weight equally decisive 
against it. 

Bat we have not yet approached the real diffi- 
culty. If the power was ever so appropriate, and 
the only one that was—if precedents were innu- 
merable—it would only prove that this Government 
would have the right of applying the power to in- 
corporations of its own creating. It could not 
go an inch beyond, and would leave the great diffi- 
culty untouched; the right of Congress to include 

corporations, in an act of bankruptcy, passed 
by its authority! Where is such a power to be 
found in the Constitution? It seems to be forgot 
that this and the State Governments are co-ordinate 
Governments, emanating from the same authority, 
and making together one complex, but harmonious 
and beautiful system, in which each, within its al- 
lotted sphere, is independent, and coequal with the 
other. If one has a right to create, the other can- 
not have the right to destroy. The poner has 
been carried so far, that in the case of the State of 
Maryland and McColough, the Supreme Court, 
after elaborate argument, decided that a State, in 
the exercise of its undoubted right of taxing, could 
not tax a branch Bank of the United States, located 
in its limits, on the ground that the right of taxing, 
in such case, involved the right of destroying. 
Admit, then, Congress had the right to inelude cor- 
porations of its own creation, still, according 
tothe principle thus recognised, it could not in- 
clude those created by the States; unless, indeed 
the fundamental principle of our system, admitted 
even by the extreme consolidation school of politics, 
that each Government is coequal and independent, 
within its sphere, should be denied, and the absolute 
sovereignty of this Government be assumed. If, 
then, the Slates have a right to create banks, and 
other corporations enumerated in the amendment, 
it follows that Congress has not the right to destroy 
them; nor, of course, to include them in an act of 
bankruptcy, the very operation of which, when ap- 
plied to corporations, is to destroy. But whether 
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they have or have not the right, belongs not to Con- 
gress to decide. The right of the separate Legis- 
latures of the States to decide on their reserved 
powers, is as perfect as that of Congress to decide 
on the delegated. Each must judge for itself in 
carrying out its powers. To deny this, would be 
virtually to give a veto to Congress over the acts 
of the State Legislatures—a power directly refused 
by the convention, though anxiously pressed by the 
national party in that body. 

Such-and so conclusive is the argument against 
the right; and how has itbeen met? We are told 
that the States have greatly abused the power of in- 
corporation. I admit it. The power has been sad- 
ly and dangerously abused. I stand not here to de- 
tend banks or other incorporations, or to justify the 
States in granting charters. No; my object is far 
different. I have risen to defend the Constitution, 
and to resist the inroads on the rights of the States. 


In the discharge of that duty, I ask, can the abuse of 


the right of granting bank or other charters, give 
you the right to destroy or regulatethem? Are you 


ready to admit the same rule, as applied to your 
own powers? Have the State Legislatures abused 
their powers more than Congress has its powers? 
Has it riot abused, and grossly abused, its powers of 
laying taxes and dab erated money? And what 
assurance is there, with these examples before us 


: that Congress would not equally abuse the right of 


controlling State corporations, which is so eagerly 


: sought to be vested in it by some? But we are also 


told that bank paper—worthless, irredeemable bank 
paper—has deranged the currency, and ought to be 
suppressed. I admit the fact. Iacknowledge the 
mischief, but object to the remedy, and the right of 
applying it. I gofarther. If the evil could give 
us the right to apply any of our powers to remedy 
it, erdies of the Constitution, the taxing power 
would be far more simple, efficient, and less mis- 
chievous in its application. It would be applied to 
the specific evil. That which has deranged the 
currency, and defeated the object of the Constitution 
in relation to it, is the circulation of bank notes. 
There lies the evil; and to divest the banks of the 
right of circulation, isto eradicate it. For that pur- 
pose, what remedy could be more simple, safe, and 
efficacious, than the taxing power, were it constitu- 
tional. By its means, bank notes might be gradu- 
ally and quietly suppressed, and the banks left in 
full possession of all their other functions unim- 
paired. There is but one objection to it, but that a 
decisive one—its unconstitutionality. It would be 
a perversion of the taxing power, given to raise re- 
venue. Toapply it tosuppress or regulate the cir- 
culation of bank notes, would be to CHANGE ITS NA- 
TURE ENTIRELY, from a TAXING to a PENAL power, and 
is therefore unconstitutional, but not more so than 
to include banks and other corporations in an act-of 
bankruptcy, as proposed by the amendment, while, 
in every other respect, it would be greatly prefer- 
able. ; 
One. òther ground still remains to be considered. 
The authority of influential names has been re- 
sorted to, in order to supply the defect of argument. 
The names of two distinguished individuals, who 
formerly filled the Treasury Department, have 
been introduced—Mr. Dallas and Mr. Crawford— 
in favor of the right of including banks. If this 
was a question to be decided by authority, it would 
be easy to show that their pinon, as able as they 
were, would be entitled to little weight in this case. 
It was casually and incidentally given in a report 
on another subject, and that calculated to lead them 
to an erroneous view in reference to this power. 
Such an opinion, given under such circumstances, 
by the ablest judge, would have little weight in a 
private case, even in a court of justice, and ought 
to have none in this body, on a great constitutional 
question. Besides, it is well known that the opinion 
of both was in favor of the constitutionality of a 
National Bank, and that, too, after a full and deli- 
berate consideration of the subject. Now, sir, I 
put the question to the Senators who have quoted 
their casual opinion, in favor of the constitutionality 
gf including banks in a bankrupt law, are they wil- 
ling to adopt their well considered and solemnly de- 
livered opinion in favor of the right to incorporate a 
bank? And if not, how, on the ground of precedent, 
can they adopt the one and reject the other? The names 
of other distinguished individuals have been quoted— 
Randolph, Macon, White, Smith, and others—but, 
in my opinion, unfairly quoted. Tt is true, they 
voted, in 1827, when the bankrupt bill was then be- 
fore the Senate, in favor of an amendment tọ in- 
clude banks; but it is equally so, that the amend- 
ment was moved at the end of a long debate, when 
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the Senate was exhausted, and that it was but 
slightly discussed. But, what is of more impor- 
tance, they were opposed to the bill; and, as the 
amendment came from a hostile quarter, and was 
clearly intended to embarrass the bill, it is not im- 
probable that it received the votes of many with the 
view of destroying the bill, without thinking whe- 
ther it was constitutional or not; just as some, no 
doubt, will vote against the opposite amendment, to 
strike the banks out, now under consideration, from 
the belief that it is the most effectual means of de- 
stroying this bill. But if the question is to be de- 
cided by weight of names, and the vote on the oc- 


| casion to be the test, the weight is clearly on the op- 


posite side. The vote stood, 12 to include the 
banks, and 35 against; and among the latter will be 
found names not less influential—that of Tazewell, 
Rowan, Hayne, Berrien, the present Secretary of 
Treasury, and finally that of the present Chief 
Magistrate. But why attempt to decide this question 
by the weight of names, however distinguished? 

o we not know that all those referred to belonged 
to the political school which utterly repudiates the 
authority of precedents in construing the Constitu- 
tion, and who, if they were now all alive, and here 
present as members of the Senate, would not regard 
the name of any man in deciding this important 
constitutional question? 

I have now presented the result of my reflections 
on this important measure. To sum up the whole 
in a few words, I am of the opinion that the whole 
project, including the bill and the amendment, is 
unconstitutional, except the provisions embracing 
compulsory bankruptcy, as it is called, as far as it 
relates to individuals; and that, uer existing cir- 
cumstances, to be highly inexpedient. Thus think- 
ing, I Shall vote, in the first instance, against strik- 
ing out the bill, and inserting the amendment; and, 
if that succeeds, against the bill itself. 


SPEECH OF MR. BLACK, 
OF BEORGIA. A 


In the House of Representatives, June 15th and 16th, 
1840.—On the Indgpendent;Treasury bill. 

Mr. Cusine of Massachusetts having moved to 
strike out the enacting clause gf said bill, | 

Mr. BLACK said: Hig experience in legislative 
assemblies, as well as in thdgOurt-house, had taught 
him that little was to be gained to the cause or the 
advocate by prolix speeches and lengthened debate. 
Empty benches, or a drowsy audience, were the 
sure consequence of that vanity wh’ch exhibits it- 
self in telling a thrice-told tale, or in reiterating ar- 
guments which, however true or forcible of them- 
selves, were t-ite and familiar to honorable gentle~ 
men who sat in committee. He hoped to avoid 
the error to which he alluded, by addressing him- 
self, in the remarks he had to make, to the people 
of the State of Georgia. He spoke for the benefit 
of his constituents, and for the purpose of explain- 
ing and elucidating his own course in relation to 
the great financial question which divides the coun 
try. He was one of those who did not regard the 
Fcderal Government as the prime source of the be- 
heficial results which flow from enlightened legisla- 
tion; for, while he professed a due regard for the 
constitutional powers of the Union, he looked with 
increasing confidence beyond this Government, to 
the States, for the preservation and enforcement of 
those principles upon which the Confederation was 
formed, and on which its perpetuity depends. If 
the fıuntain be pure, the waters which flow from 
it will be clear and bright. The States are the con- 
stituents of this Government; and it was, there- 
fore, infinitely more important to address the argu. 
ment and discussion of this question to the rzople 
than to attempt the conversion of gentlemen here, 
who were supposed to be but echoing the voice of 
their constituents at home. It was not his inten- 
lion to contemn the Hegse; his purpose was 
simply to ad:tress, himself to those who were the 
true sources ef power and authorify; when they 
were convinced, their representatives would require 


-no argument to induce them to legislate in accord- 
{ ance with that conviction. 
f speak as if he was addressing the Legislature of 
| Georgia; and he hoped that he would be enabled, 


He would, therefore, 


by tke facts and arguments he should addace, to 
show that his prezent position in relation to this 
bill was in strict accordanee with that of his own 
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State, andof many prominent men of the State 
Rights party. k 

Sir, said Mr. Biack, I rejoice that this question 
has at last been reduced to a distinct, direct, and tan- 
gible issue before the people. I congratulate this 
House and the conntry, that henceforth the Inde- 
pendent Treasury system will be placed before the 
pubdliceye, not as heretofore—‘solitary and alone,” 
but in contrest with a National Bank, which has 
been announced within the last week upon this 
floor by gentlemen high in the confidence of their 
party, as the great counter proposition on which 
the Opposition rely. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr. Cusine] in the able speech with 
which he opened this debate, denounced this bill as 
the exponent of a system whieh he was pleased to 
designate “tHe measure of the Administration.” 
Sir, I accept the designation; it is emphatically 
“THE MEASURE of the Administration;” and upon 
that measure mainly, I go to the support of 
Mr. Van Buren. Upon that measure he must 


stand or fall in the pending contest; for while there ` 


are many other grounds upon which I am com- 


pelled to support him im obedience to’ principle, | 


the Independent Treasury system stands out promi- 
nently and pre-eminently as the measure on which 
he. rests his claims to the suffrages of his country- 
men. This, then, is our proposition; what is itsan- 
tagonist? The honorable member from Kentucky 
(Mr. Unprerwoop) and his colleague, who preceded 
me, (Governor Porz,) while they condemned this 
bill in unmeasured terms, announced that a Na- 
riowaL Banx was@e only source to which we could 
jook for relief; and the gentleman last up (Gov. 
Porr) actually read to the committee his projet of a 
bank, with a capital of from fifty to seventy-five 
millions. These honorable members to whom I re- 
fer, stand deservedly high in the confidence of the 
modern Whig party; and to them, therefore, we 
have a right to look, as the organs of that party on 
this subject. But, in order that there may be no 
misunderstanding on a point so important, 1 my- 
self, on the authority of these gentlemen, will reite- 
rate, as I pow do, in the presence of this commit- 
tee, that “4 NATIONAL BBNK” is the great measure 
of the Whig party, and is now propounded by that 
party as the antagonist of the Sab-Treasury system. 
If in this I misrepresent the Opposition, if I have 
not truly stated the Whigs and their policy upon 
this subject, I will cheerfully yield the floor to any 
member of that party for the purpose of correcting 
the mistake, and defining their position. Iam in 
earnest when I offer the floor for this purpose, and 
I wait for its acceptance. Sir, no member of that 
party thinks proper to rise in his place and deny, 
either for himself or his political associates, the 
correctness of the statement [ have made. I am 
glad of this, said Mr. Black; for, while I con- 
tend that I am consistent in my support of this 
bill, it enables me to ascertain and expose the 
present position of those in my own State, who, 
although my former friends and allies, are 
hereafter to be regarded.as my political adver- 
saries. Here, then, is the Independent Treasury, 
“the measure” of the Administration, on one hand, 
and a National Bank, “the measure” of the Whigs, 
on the other. This brief statement constitutes the 
great issue joined between the two contending par- 
ties, and which is shortly to be submitted to the 
final jadgment of the people of this country. Upon 
this issue the belligerants are now in the open field 
—our enemy has left his masked battery—his visor 
is up, and the wily politician, who heretofore ma- 
neuvred behind a bank, is now fighting for it openly 
and desperately in front of that institution. Into 
that war I go, un ler the “flag” which bears for its 
inscription “a divorce of Bank from State.” This, at 
least, is an issue for the public eye—an Indepentent 
Treasury, or a United States Bank. Either is the 
only alternative of the other, and between them the 
people are called on to choose. 


Sir, while our opponents thus declare that a 


United States Bank is their measure of relief, I am 
free to admit that there may be a few individuals 
- of that party who profess yet to entertain constitu- 
tional scruples against a Bank; but they are only 
individuals, rari nantes in gurgife vasto, and the 
exception which they present but proves the fact 
as to their party. Let us us look for a moment at 


the situation of these individuals, opposed to the 
Sub-Treasury, and opposed to a United States 
Bank! It has been said that the witof man can 
devise but one other mode of collecting, keeping, 
and disbursing the public revenue, namely, 
the pet bank or deposite system. If they ab- 
solutely reject the first two propositions, they 


are then thrown back per foree upon the old, i 
the : 


repudiated, exploded, State depositories, 
only other and remaining agents to which the Go- 
vernuent can by possibility resort. Will they 


venture to avow their willingness to go back to | 


that system which resulted in the loss of millions 


to the people? Sir, I put the question respectfully - 


but earnestly to them. The wheels of Government 


cannot stand still; the revenue must be collected - 


and kept in some way or other, and our debts must 
be paid. How shall it be done? They will not 
resort to the agency of their own officers; they are 
opposed toa United States Bank; and no one has 
yet had the temerity and folly to suggest a .return 
to the pet banks. Their position, then, results in 
this: that, as there are but three possible modes of 
collecting, keeping, and disbursing the public mo- 
ney, to neither of which they agree or consent, they 
are absolutely without any plan for administering 
thé Treasury of the United States. Glorieus and 
impracticable statesmen, with neither theory nor 
practice! No, sir; tbe trath is, these scrupulous 
gentlemen, who see so much that is objectionable 
in the bill on your table, and who yet profess te 
entertain doubts of the constitutionality of a Bank, 
will, ina little while, be merged in the mass of the 
great bank party, of which they are active mem- 
bers. Having been ‘mustered into the service,” 


they will be compelled to obey the word of command, | 


as given by Clay, Webster, and the other captains 
who lead them to the contest; and, however they 
may writhe under the necessity, they will be forced 


by the power of party to sustain those who sustain a 


Bank. It may be abitter pill to them, but still they 
must swallow it, constitutional objections, scruples, 
andall. The State banks, as fiscal agen's, are out of 
the question; and, as they have “enlisted for the 


war,” they will be compelled by the mass into which © 
they -have thrown themselves, to move onward. 


to the establishment of a bank, the avowed object 
of the party to which they areso unnaturally allied. 


How, sir, will they answer to the country? Of 


what avail will it be tothem when they are arraiga- 
ed'before the people for aiding sucha cause,!o plead 
their constitutional scruples? They will be told by 
their indignant constituents (whose ‘‘scruples” they 
are supposed to represent) that, as a State bank 
system is out of the question, those who are against 
the Sub-Treasury must be for a Bank, and they will 
be held answerable for the re-establishment of an 
institution, which, in the words of Thomas Jeffer- 
son, “is one of the most deadly hostilities existing 
against the principles and forms of our Constitu- 
tion,” and which “may, in a critical moment, up- 
set the Government.” 

8o much, Mr. Chairman, for those who, while 
they profess to doubt upon constitutional grounds, 
are doing every thing in their power to aid in the 
re-establishment of that powerful institution, by 


resisting and. opposing tlie fiscal measures. of this 


Administration. 


Sir, there is one advantage which we have in | 


this contest, of al! the benefits of which I desire to 
avail myself. If there be any merit, in these days 


of construction and expediency, in the conceded con- || 


stitationality of a proposition, then are we entitled 
to it; for the opponents of the bill admit that it is 
strictly constitutional, and object to it simply on 
the ground of inexpediency. On the other hand, we 
aver that a bank is not only inexpedient and dan- 
gerous to the country, but we solemnly protest, 
that, so far from being within the constitutional 
scope and power of Congress to charter such an 
institution, that iastrument confers no power en 
this body to create corporations or banking compa- 
nies, in any shape or form. Thus, sir, while the op- 
position to the Sub-Treasury is reduced to the sec- 
condary objection of inexpediency, its antagonist 
measure is liable to the double objection of being 
both uncohstitutional and inexpedient. The Federal 
party do not pretend to claim any express grant of 
power in the Constitation on this subject; they 


rn 


seek to attain their object by implication and con- 
struction only; and are, consequently, presented be- 
fore the people in the unenviable attitude of en- 
deavoring to exercise a doubiful and dangerous pow- 
er, to say the least of it, in opposition to a measure 
of clear and admitted constitutionality. 

Sir, I will not now argue the constitutional ques- 
tion at large; I may do so before I sit down. Ion- 
ly refer to this state of the case, in order that my 
constituents may know that the bank party, al- 
though thay rant and roar in nnmeaniag declama- 
tion against the Sub-Treasury, and the ruin it will 
bring on the people, admit that itis strictly wishin 
the limits of the Constitution. However this ad- 
mission may be lightly regarded hereabouts by 
your “if necessary” and expedient politicians, the 
people of Georgia will look upon it, I am sure, as 
a glorious concession of our fidelity ‘o principle. 

Sir, said Mr. Brack, there is a party of men in 
Georgia, who have attempted lately to hold me up 
to public reprobation. Among them are many 
with whom I have heretofore acted, and who are 
indebted to me for many a hard struggle in de- 
fence of the principles they professed when we 
were political associates. While they who are 
now loudest and most froward to condemn me 
as an apostate, hung back in the beginning of 
the contest, which created us a party, and 
avoided the odium of our name, while they pru- 
dently pocketed the benefits of our principles, 
T was among the first to offer myself a martyr to 
our faith, which, although scouted and reviled as a 
damning heresy then, (because it and our motives 
were not understood,) is now recognised as the true 
doctrine. This association of men, composed of a 
fraction of the old State Rights party, held, as you 
are aware, aconvention at Milledgeville, on the 


; first Monday in this month. Their first act was to 
; abandon their old name of State Rights—a name 
' which had given them a distinctive tharac‘er on 


principle—and to assume’ the personal appellation 
of the anti-Van Buren party. With this oblivious 
preparauon for the sacrifice, they nominated W. 

. Harrison for the Presidency, and rejected my | 
colleagues, Judge Colquitt and Major Cooper, and 
myself; at the same time, they expressed their ap- 
probation of the remainder of our delegation, by 
renomina'ing them upon their Congressional ticket. 
Now, sir, if this convention had objected to us upon 
the ground of personal or mental imbecility, al- 
though it would, indeed, have been mortifying, yet 
we should not have felt ourselves bound, as we now 
do, in justice to ourselves and our friends, to de- 
mand the cause of our proscription. Ay, sir, I de- 
mand it here, and I shall demand it when I go 
home among my constituents. They, at least, 
have no private griefs, personal preferences, or of- 
ficial aspirations, to warp their judgment. Personal 
considerations weigh not a feather with them; and 
if I show you, as I think T can, that I have not 
misrepresented the State of Georgia on this leading 
measure, I wi!l at least have shifted the burden of 
proof from myself to the convention, to show cause, 
before the people, why Cooper, Colquitt, and my- 
self, have been condemned as unworthy the cofi- ~ 
dence of the State. 

With this view, let us recur to the question: 
Ought 1, asa Representative of Georgia, to be con- 
demned for opposing a bank by advocating the Inde- 
pendent Treasury? If I did, I should be setting at 
naught the deliberate and repeated resolations of 
our Legislature, solemnly avowing her hostility to 
“this mammoth of aristocracy.” For the purpose 
of showing that my position is in strict aecordance 


| with that of the State I represent, I ask the Clerk to 


read from this volume of the laws of Georgia the 


-preamble and that part of thé resolutions I have 


marked relative to a United States Bank. 
“IN SENATE OF THE STATE. OF GEORGIA. 

“Whereas one of the first principles on which our Govern- 
ment, State and Federal, is founded, is the right of the consti- 
tuent to instruct his representotive, and the correlative duty o 
the la ter to obey the will ofthe former, when distinctly express- 
ed to him, or to resign the trust delegated to him, ifhe cannot 
conscientiously represent and advance such wil’; . 

“And whereas our Senatorsin Congress, elected by the Legis- 
lature, and responsible to the people througn thia body, cannot, 
on principles of reason, good sense, or honesty, disregard the 
expression of the will of the people, made through the Legisla- 
ture, on subjects to which public and general attention has been 
called; it is therefore only proper and right that this General 
Assembly express to our Senators the will of the people, and 
instruct them to use their best efforts, in their proper ephere, to 
advance said will; 
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“And whereas, also, the expression of this body, immediately 
connected asit is with the people, may serve as a guide to the 
members of the House of Representatives in Congress in their 
action on several subjects of great general interest, to which the 
people are sensitively alive; 


“And whereas it is unwise and inexpedient to place in the ` 


hands of afew wealthy individuals, who are irresponsible to the 


le, an immense moneyed power, such asthe Bank of the 


nited States, enabling it to control the commerce of the coun 
try, to fix ne price of labor and the value of products at its 
pleasure, at ite wil} to spread distress and ruinthrough the whole 
country, and in a season of public calamity to control the Go- 
vernment: . os 
“The course pursued by the Bank in its endeavors to compel 
a recharter, and in the attitude which it has assumed townrd 
the Government of the United States, is sufficient to demonstrate 
that it is an institution fraught with danger to our liberties; 
that, in placing its funds at the disposal of its president for the 
purpose of securing its recharter; in spending immense sums 
avowedly to disseminate information, but in fact to influence 
elections; in its extravagant loans to editors of newspapers, 
whereby strange changes have been wrought; in transacting its 
busioessin such a manner, through the medium of committees, 
asto exclude ths Government directora from a knowledge of 
what was actually done, and thereby to defeat the object of their 
appointment; in using its immense means to produce commer- 
cial embarrassment; and through the fear of wide-spread ruin 
to extort arecharter; in its refusal to deliver up to the Govern- 
ment the pension funds and books relating thereto; in its refu- 
salto pay the dividends on the Government stock, on the ground 
ofaciaim for damages on a bill of exchange drawn on the 
French Government, which claim had no foundation on any 
principle of law or justice, and making itself the judge in its 
own cause; in substituting an illegal kind of branch drafts in 
lieu of its notes, and exporting the specie of the country, and 
thereby preventing a metallic currency in the United States; in 
refasing to acommittee of the House of Representatives that 
examination of its booksand papers which the many imputa- 
tions of corrupt management made necessary and proper—has 
violated its charter in several of these particulars, and inall has 
shown clearly that it cannot with safety, iadependent of other 
i į be suffered to continue its existence. 

“For these reasons, among others, the people of Georgia, 
through this Legislature, resolve; : 

“i By the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Georgia, in General Assembly met, tst, That the Bank of 
the United States ought not to be rechartered on any terms; and 
that our Senators in Congress be, and they are hereby instruct- 
ed, and our Representatives requested, to vote against the re- 
charter of said Bank in any form or shape in which it may be 


resented: 
F “24. That the bold, patriotic, and constitutional course pur- 
sued by the President of the United States to arrest the power- 
ful efforts made by that Bank te compel a recharter; 
must, ifsucceasful, have resulted inthe destruction of the liber- 
ties and happiness of the American people, deserves, and has 
the unqualified approbation of the people of Georgia, who 
pier to him their support, while he steadily moves onward in 

is course to arrest, and finally to destroy, this mammoth of 
aristocracy. 

“And whereas the power of Congress, under the Constitu- 
tion, to charter a bank is, denied by a large portion of the peo- 
ple of this State, and is acknowledged by another portion, who 
assert the power to be of too disputablea character to admit its 
exercise without an amendment of the Constitution expressly. 

nting it; and the opinion of this General Assembly being that 
Gongress should exercise no such power, not express] nt- 
ed, or necessarily flowing from one 80 granted, and that the right 
to charter a bank is not one of this character. ` ‘ 

“3d. Be it further resolved, That our Senatore be instructed 
and our Representatives requested, to use.all proper means to 
prevent the charter of any Bank of the United States, at least 
until an amendment of the Constitutien in this particular shall 
have been submitted to the States, and by them ratified. 

“Agreed to 11th December. 1834. 

“JACOB WOOD, 
. “ President of the Senate. 

“Attest: JORN A. CUTHBERT See io: 

“In THE House or REPRESENTATIVES. 

“Consurred in December 12, 1534. 

“THOMAS GLASCOCK, 
“Sneaker of the House of Representatives. 
Ace sa December 13,1694," 
“Appro mber 13, , ` 
pproved, “WILSON LUMPKIN, Governor. 


There are other resolutions of like character 
pasted by the Legislature of Georgia at other pe- 
riods, which I would read for the information 
of the committee, and to strengthen my position; 
but the volumes in which they are contained, 
are not io your library. They are familiar, 
however, to my constituents, and are remembered, 
I have no doubt, by my colleagues. Bat, sir, the 
resolutions just read remain undisturbed on our 
statnte book, and are conclusive evidence of the 
deliberate opinion and position of the State I repre- 
sent. Georgia, asone of the sovereign constituents 
of the Federal Union, declares to you, in language 
not to be misunderstood, that a United States Bank 
“ig an institution fraught with dangers to our 
liberties;” that it had appropriated its fands to mfinu- 
ence elections; that it had wrought strange changes 
in editors of newspapers, by extravagant loans to 
them; that it had excluded the Government direc- 
tors from a knowledge of what was done by it; that 
it was seeking to extort a recharter, by producing 
commercial embarrassment and wide-spread ruin; 
that it had violated the laws, and broken its faith 


with the United States in relation to the pension - 
« funds, and the bill of exchange drawn on the” 


French Government; that it had contributed to pre- 


which ` 
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vent a metallic currency in the United States; and 
that when charged with corrupt management, it 
had refused to open its books and papers fer in- 
spection; in a word, that it had shown itself to be 
an institution that cannot With safety be suffered to 
continue its existence. This is the language, these 
the sentiments of the State of Georgia in relation 
to “THE MEASURE” of the modern Whig party. 
They have ever been mine. Am I, then, justly 
chargeable either with inconsistency, or with mis- 
representing my constituents, by advocating the bill 
on your table, as the only practicable means of 
carrying out these resolutions againsta bank. I 
have shown you, by incontrovertible arguments 
and facts, that he who is opposed to the Sub-Trea- 


; sury is necessarily the advocate of ‘its antagonist 


scheme;” and having shown this much in my own 
vindication, I leave it to those who, by their oppo- 
sition to this bill, are lending themselves to the re- 
charter of a Bank, to reconcile their position with 
that @f their constituents, and to answer to the peo- 
ple for violating their will. 7 

Bat, Mr. Chairman, I have other testimony from 
the State of Georgia in support of the Independent 
Treasury. About the same time that our Legis- 
latare was denouncing a Bank at home, the State 
was represented, in part at least, upon that mea- 
sure, on this floor, by the Hon. Roger L. Gamble 
and the Hon. Thomas F. Foster. Thege gentle- 
men are highly esteemed for their intelligence and 
patriotism. With the former I am well! acquaint- 


i ed, and know him to be entitled to respectful eon- 


sideration ; and I rejoice to be enabled to refer to 
the opinions and votes of such men, as a sanction 
for my own. It is, therefore, with this view, and 
with no other, that I now proceed to show by the 
Journals, that at the session of this House in 
1834~"35, thege gentlemen not only voted for and 
supported the first Sub-Treasury bill ever introduced 
into this hall, but one of them actually moved twice 
daring the same session in favor of divorcing the 
Government from all banks. Both of these gentle- 
men have lately been placed on the Harrison Con- 
gressional ticket in Georgia, to fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the “reformation” of myself and two 
of my colleagues, to whom I have referred. It is 
conceded that they are Now opposed to the Sub-Trea- 


sury; the censequenee, as I have shown, is, that they _ 


are necessarily in favor of a bank. From my per- 
sonal intercourse with the first-named gentleman, 
(who, I understand, bas been nominated for the ex- 
press purpose of killing me off,) 1 am sure that he 
is opposed to the principles of this bill; and as the 
old exploded pet-bank system is out of the question, 
it follows, as the night the day, that his present po- 
sition cannot be one of opposition toa bank. With 
this gentleman’s apparent ivconsistency I have 
nothing to do, farther than to prove my own consis- 
tency ; todo this I shall call to my aid the solemn, 
recorded, and repeated rxamPLE which these promi- 
nent Harrison candidates deliberately set before me 
in 1834. From these gentlemen and their anti-Sub- 
Treasury position of 1840, I appeal to the same 
gentlemen and their Sab-Treasury votes in 1834 ; 
and I claim all the benefit of the coincidence be- 
tween myself now and themselves then. Sir, let us 
read from the Journals of the House of Repre- 
sentatives : A i 


Friday, January rd 1835.—“Mr. GAMBLE submitted the 
following resolution; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table, viz: 

‘Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be d rected 
to communicate to this House whether, in his opinion, it is 
practicable or convenient for that Department to collect, safely 
keep, and disburse the public moneys of the United States 
without the agency of a bank or banks, and, if so, to report to 
this House the best mode, in his opinion, by which that object 
can be accomplished.” 

Saturday. January 3, 1835.—“Ihe House proceeded to the 
consideration of the following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
GamBLe yesterday: : 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to this House whether, in his opinion, it is 
practicable or convenient for that Department to coilect, safely 
keep, and disburse the public moneys of the United States 
without the agency of a bank or banks, and, if s0, to report to 
this House the best mode, in his opinion, by which that object 
can be accomplished. g : 

“a motion was made by Mr. Ewing to amend the said resolu- 
tion by striking out these words, viz: , 

« ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to comma- 
nicate to this House whether, in his opinion,’ and, in leu 
thereof, inserting the following, viz: 

“That aselect committee, to consist of one member from 
eich State, be appoiated to Inquire into the expediency, and 
report to this House whether, in their opinion. 
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“A motion was made by Mr. McKim that the said resolutfon 
do lie on the table. 

“And the question being put on this motion, it passed in the 
affirmative—yeas 106, nays 87. 

“Those who voted in the negative are: John Quincy Adams, 
John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, William 8. Archer, William H. 
Ashley, Noyes Barber, Daniel L. Barringer, Isaac C. Bates, 
William Baylies, Martin Beaty, Horace Binney, ceotge N. 
Briggs, John Bell, George Burd, Tristram Burges, Harr 
Cage, Thomas Chilton, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Augustine 8. 
Clayton, William K. Clowney, Thomas Corwin, Joseph H. 
Crane, David Crockett, Edward Darlington, Amos Davis, 
Thomas Davenport, Edmund Deberry, Harmar Denny, John 
Dickson, George Evans, Edward Everett, John Ewing, John 
M. Felder, THOMAS F. FOSTER, ROGER L. GAMBLE, 
Rice Garland, William F. Gordon, Benjamin Gorham, James 
Graham, George Grennell, jr. John K. Griffin, Benj. Hardin, 
James Harper, James P. Heath, Ebenezer Jackson, William 
Cost Johnson, Henry King, Robert P. Letcher, Dizon H. Lewis, 
Levi Lincoln, James Love, Chittenden Lyon Henry C. Martin- 
dale, Thomas A. Marshall, Samuel W. ardis, John Y. Mason, 
Jonathan McCarty, Thomas M. T. McKennan, Charles F 
Mercer, Jobn J. Milligan, Phineas Miner, Samuel McDowell 
Moore, John M, Patton, Stephen C. Phillips, Fiancis W. 
Pickens, David Potts, jr. Robert Ramsey, John Reed, Abraham 
Rencher, John Robertson, William Slade, Jonathan Sloane, 
David Spangler, John N. Steele, William P. Taylor, Philemon 
Thomas, Christopher Tompkins, Joseph Trumbull, Samuel 
Tweedy, Joseph Vance, Samuel F. Vinton, John G, Wat- 
mough, Elisha Whittlesey, Richard H. Wilde, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Henry A. Wise, Ebenezer Young.” 


I am aware, sir, that many of the gentlemen 
whose votes are here recorded against laying Mr. 
Gamble’s Sub-Treasury resolutiin on the table, 
are sought to be excused upon the ground that they 
only intended to test the sincerity of the Administration 
in the State bank system, then in force, - Even if this 
were so, will not their vetes be regarded at a test, 
also, of their own sincerity? They were voting 
under the solemnity of an oath, and I will not be- 
lieve that they could so far trifle with the obliga- 
tions incurred by that oath as to Yote for a proposi-.. 
tion in which they did not belive and fully concur. 

“Bat, sir, my predecessors, and present opponents, 
are not liable to that derogatory suspicion. They, 
at least, were in earnest; for, nothing daunted by 
the rejection of his first resolution, Mr. Gamble 
preseyeres in his Sub-Treasury movements, and 
grows bolder and more decisive with defeat. His 
first resolution may be said to have been only advi- 
sory; that it contained nothing on its face conclusive 
of the settled opinicns of the mover. For his se- 
cond motion, however, not even this flimsy apology 
can be made. Instead of teing ‘satisfied with. 
the test he had applied to the Administration, he keeps 
his eye steadily fixed (where mine is now, and 
ever has been) upon a divorce of the Government 
from all banks, and instead of receding, he advances 
in his demands. Hear him: 

January 6, 1835.—“Mr. GamgBLE moved the following. reso- 
lution; which was read, and ordered to lie on the table, viz: 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be’ directed 
to Bigor and prepare, and communicate to this House, a ds- 
tailed plan by which the public revenue of the United States 


may be collected, safely kept, and disbursed, without the agency 
of a bank or banks, cither State or national.” ie 


So far, then, as the fiscal aetion of this Govern- 
ment is concerned, my honorable competitor, in 
1835, when the pet bank system was in full blast 
before him, moved, upon bis own responsibility, as 
a Representative of Georgia on this floor, for a 
prepared, digested, detailed plan, by which the United 
States revenue might be collected, safely kept, and 
disbursed, without the agency of a bank er banks, 
either Stars or Nationa. Sir, - 3 ; 

“There is a tide in the affairs of men, : 
Which, taken at the flood, leadson to fortune.” 
If this resolution had been adopted, and the system 
it prescribes had gone into operation at that time, 
millions of dollars, which have been otherwise lost, 
would have been saved to the country, and instead 
of that general depression said to be prevalent in 
the land, the people would have been blest, with 
peace and plenty; gold and silver would have been 
restored to their natural function of a circulating 
medium; and prosperity, the result of a well-rega- 
lated currency, would have cheered and rewarded 
the efforts of labor and industry. In the accom-. 
plishment of these most desirable results, the mover 
of that resolution would have covered himself with 
honor and glory; he would have been known in 
future time as the wise and provident legislator, 
who, foresecing the evils likely to ensue from a 
connection between the Government and banks,. 
oliginated a great system of finance, which 
Grorce M. Troue has pronounced to be “not enly ` 
constitutional, but an extremely wise and very expe- 
dicnt measure.” hs T E 

With a constancy and pertinacity worthy of tha 

great cause they then adyocated, we find My, 
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Gamble and Mr. Foster voting, on the J 1th Febru- 
ary of the same year, to recommit the bill regu- 
lating the deposites of public money, with igstrac- 
tions so to amend the same as to dispense altogether, 
in the fiscal operations of the Government, with 
the agency of banks: ; 

Feiruary 11, 1835.—“The House resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (No. 563) tating the dedosite of the public 
money of the United States in certain local banke. 

“The question recurred on the motien made by Mr. Ro- 
bertaon t the said bill be recommitted to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, with instructions soto amend the same as to 
dispenes with the agency or inetramentality of banke in the 
fiscal operations of the Government. . 

a after debate, the question was put on the motion made 
by Mr. Robertson, for the recommitment of the bill, and was 
decided in the negative— yeas 91, nays !15;” 

Thomas F. Foster and Roger |. Gamble voting in 
the affirmative. Cas. 

But the crowning act of the legislative career of 
thess gentlemen is to be found in the votes they re- 
corded on the same day in favor of the first Sub- 
Treasury bill ever proposed in the United States; I 
allude to the amendment effered by Mr. Gordon of 
Virginia, which, if it had been adopted, would 
have thrown the Sub-Treasury into operation with 
an immediate, not prospective, specie clavse: 1 read 
from the Joarnal of the House of Representatives : 

“Wednesday, February 1}, 1835.—“ The question recurred 
on the motion make by Mr. Gordon to amend the said bill, viz: 
strike out all thereof after the enacting words, and insert —' 

“That from and after the —— day of —— in the year —, 
thre collectors of the public revenue at places where the sums 
collected shall not exceed the sum of —— dollars per annum, 
shall be the agents of the Treasurer to keep and disburse the 
same, and be subject to such rules and regulations, and give 
such bond and security as he shall prescribe, for the faithful ex- 
ecution ef their office, and shall receive, in addition to the com- 
pensation now allowed by law, —— per centum on the sums 
disbursed, so that it dogs not exceed the sum of —— dollare per 
ann 


vazo. 2. And be it further enacted, That all places where 
the amount of public revenue collected shall exceed the sum of 
per annum, there shall be appointed by the Pre- 

sident, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, receiv- 
em of the public. revenne, to be agents of the Treasurer, who 
shall give such bond and security to keep and disburse the pub- 
lic revenue, and be subject to such rules and regulations, as the 
Treasurer prescribe, and shal} receive for their services 
per centum per annum on the sums disbursed, provided 

it does not exceed the sum of —— dollars per annum., 

“Bec. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and after the 
——- day of , the whole revenue of the United States 
derived from customs, lands, or other sources, shall be paid in 
the current coins of the United States. : $ 
ann on ihe question, neg bili bė so amended? it was de- 

negative—yeas na . 

‘ri he yeas ani pays being Geaired | by one-fifth of the members 
present, these who voted in the affirmative are: Joho Quincy. 
Adams, Heman Allen, John J. Alien, Chilton Allan, William 3. 
Archer, Barber, James M. Beale, Martin Beaty, Robert 
B..Campbell, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, William Clark, Augus- 
tine 8. Clayton, Amos Davis, Thomas Davenport, Edmund De- 

` berry, THOMAS F. FOSTER, ROGER L. GAMBLE, James 
II. Gholson, William F. Gordon, John K. Griffin, James P. 
Heath, Robert P. Letcher, Dixon H. Lewis, Henry C. Martin- 
dale, William McComas, Francis W. Pickens, John Robertson, 
David Spangler, John N. Steele, William P. Taylor, Richard 
H. Wilde, Lewis Williams, Henry A. Wise.” 

(Mr. Wise asked permission to` explain, as his 
name appeared among those who voted in tbe af- 
firmative. He was understood to say, in substance, 
that when he voted for the bill just read, he did it 
more out of respect and courtesy to his colleague, 
Mr. Gordon, than from any serious intention to 
grant what the bill demanded; and that he regarded 
it then, as he did now, as a humbug. He referred 
to the absence of many otbers, whose votes appear- 
ed with his, and he had no doubt if they were pre- 
sent they could explain the part they bore in the 
transaction to the satisfaction of the House.] 

Mr. BLacx resumed : He had nothing to do with 
the vote of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Wise.) He was obliged to read it, because it was 
there upon the record, staring him in the face. His 
attention was directed wholly to Georgia, and those 
who had represented her. It had been intimated, 
however, that some of those who supported Mr. 
Gordon’s bill were ABSENT. Sir, said Mr. Black, I 
deny it; they are here, in our very midst, living wit- 
nesses upon your record in favor of an Indepen- 
dent Tr ; and their testimony will remain un- 
til this Government shall perish, speaking volumes 
in behalf of those who support this Administration. 
I will not believe that my predecessors voted for 

bill as a “humbug,” for it would be holding 
them up to the people of Georgia in an exceedingly 
questionable light. Their vote, I have no doubt, 
was given upon due reflection, and with a fall 
knowledge of what they were voting for. Their 
character for sober theught and mature delibera- 


tion forbids me te think otherwise. 
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Sir, I have been asked by my honorable col- 
league [Mr. Kine] whether the voie which my 
predecessors casi in favor of General Gordon’s pro- 


‘position should be considered as binding them to 


vote for this bill. My answer is easily given. It 
seems to me that consistency, if they have not ho- 
nestly changed their opinions, would require them 
to support this measure. Let us look for a mo- 
ment at the bill for which they did vote. It is far 
more ultra in its provisions than the one upon your 
table. While it provided that the receivers and 
collectors of the public revenue should be the agents 
of the Treasurer, they were subjected to such rules 
and regulations, and should give such bond and 
security only as the Treasurer should think proper 
to prescribe; and that officer himself was left entirely 
to his own discretion. It contained none of the pre- 
scriptions, restraints, or penalties, which the pre- 
sent bill throws around the functionaries it cre- 
ates. It provided that the whole of the revenue, af- 
tera day, should be colsected in “current 
coin.” Here, then, we have the specie clawge in 
perfection; not prospective and gradual, as in the 
bill on your table, bat immediate and total. This 
is not all, sir. This celebrated Sub-Treasury bill, 
for which, it seems, my predecessors may be allow- 
ed to vote withoat incurring censure, required that 
the debts due to the Government should be collected 
in coin; but it nowhere enacts that the debts due by 
the Government to the people should be paid in coin. 
No, sir; those who had labored for the country, and 


to whom the Government was indebted, were left, 


to take care of themselves as well as they could. 
Why, Mr. Chairman, convinced as I am of the ex- 
pediency of the bill now before us, and which has 
been carefully elaborated by its friends in all its de- 
tails, Ido not think I could have voted for General 
Gordon's bill ia 1834 unless the important defects 


which I have noticed in it had been remedied by | 
amendment. I hope that my colleagtie is not only | 
answered, but convinced, that he who, in 1834, | 
could muster courage enough to vote for a bill of 
such latitude and allowance—a bill with an imme- | 


diate and total specie clause, and which provided 
for the collection, but not for the payment, of gold 
and silver, might surely venture to support, in 
1840, “the measure” of ihe Administration, guard- 
ed and restricted as it is by express. limitations and 
fearful penalties. AA 


Sir, said Mr. Brac, I will pile Ossa on Pelion; 


I will bring you other “golden opinions” from 
Georgia ia favor of this measure. While 
her Legislature and some of her Repre- 
sentatives were condemning a bank, and striv- 
ing, with admirable constancy of © purpose, 
to legislate a Sub-Treasury, with. an immediate 
specie clause, into existence, many eminent citizens 
of that State publicly expressed their views in fa- 
vor of this system. In 1838, when candidates for 
office had not yet learned to made no more “new 
issues for the public eye; when they neither stood 
mute before the peopie, nor declined to say “what 
they would, or would not do if elected’’—in those 
days of open, undisguised, Republican simplicity, 
a number of the citizens of Georgia addressed in- 
terrogatories to the individuals who then were can- 
didates for Congress in that State. They were 
asked, among other things, for their views in rela- 
tion to the Sub-Treasury and bank. From the let- 
ters written in reply I select one, because I have it 
at hand. It was written by my colleague, (Mr. 


Nesszit,) who sits before me, and I refer to it now | 
only to fortify myself by the precedent and exam- | 
ple of a man who is held in some esteem by his | 


Here, sir, is the letter: 
“Macon, Ga. August 26, 1838. 
“GENTLEMEN: The questions propounded through the public 
press to the candidates for Congress in this State, by a number 
of the soles ef Taliaferro county, I beg leave respectfully to 
Tespond. 


friends at home. 


“Tam in favor of an entire separation of the Government | 


from ali banks; and I am also for divesting the Govern- 


ment of all influence over the currency, so far as that is prac- | 


ticable. 


“I am, therefore, against the establishment of a national i 


bank, and against the reorganization of the pet bank scheme. 
“Allow me to refer to my letter addressed to the Macon Mes- 
senger, for a full exhibition of my opinions upon these ques- 
tions. Respectfully, &c. 
“E, A. NESBIT, 


“The Eprrors of the Southern Recorder” 


[Mr Nessrr desired to explain. It was true he 
had written the letter just read. Although he was 
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favorable to divorcing the Government from al] 
banks, and was opposed to a United States Bank 
and the pet bank stheme, he had ever been opposed 
to that feature of this bill usually denominated 


the “specie clause; and before this letter could be 


relied on as an exposition of his opinions upon 
this subject, it should be taken in connection with 
his letter to the Macon Messenger, which was dis- 
tinctly referred to in the above. After some debate 
between Mr. Brack and his colleague not relative 
to the question, Mr. Brack resumed.] 

Sir, I question no man’s motives; but I have a 


| right to refer to this letter, not only because it 


comes from a respectable source, but because the 
opinions therein expressed have. received the sanc- 
tion of the State of Georgia by the subsequent 
election of the writer to the seat he now occupies. 
As to the letter to the Macon Messenger, it was 
doubiless referred to by his colleague to approve 
and enforce, not to contradict or deny, the letter I 
have just read, to the people of Taliaferro, . 
Hence, sir, I have a right to claim that gentleman’s 
support of this “great measure of deliverance and 
liberty;” since, whatever may have been his reger- 
vations, I have conclusively shown to you that he 
who is “against the establishment of a National 
Bank, and against the reorganization of. the pet 
bank scheme,” must necessarily be in favor of an 
entire separation of the Government from all 
banks. If this be the inevitable conclusion, as I 
think it is, it remains for that gentleman to ex. 
plain the whys and wherefores of his opposition to the 
present bill. If the details are not acceptable to 
him—if the specie clause frightens him from 
his proprieties, consistency, at least, requires that he 
sheuld make some exertion te correct that defect by 
moving to strike out or amend. 

Sir, said Mr. BLacx, my other colleague who 
sits near me, (Mr. Krnc,) scorning to remain silent 
under the interrogatories which had been addressed 
tous all, promptly aanounced his opposition, not 
only to a national bank, but to a connection of 
bank and State. I regret that I have no access to 
his letter at this time; and, therefore, if I have mis- 
quoted him, he will correct me at once. 

[Mr. Kine explained. He had written the letter | 
alluded to, in which he expressed his opposition to 
a national bank, and his support of a separation of 
bank and State, but he had reserved his opposition 
to the Sab-Treasury bill then betore the country, 
and he was also opposed to the bill on the table. ] 

Mr. Brack resumed. He would not allow him- . 
self to doubt the correctness of his colleague’s 
statement. But if gentlemen recognise the princi- 
ple on which this measure resis, is ıt not incambent 
en them to make some effort to correct obdjectiona- 
ble details? I myself readily admit the importance 


| of details; the most acceptable measure may be pre- 


sented to you in such ashape and form as to en- 
sure your opposition; but thcse who hope to excuse 
their oppssition to a measure in 1840, which they 
approved in 1838, on account of objectionable de- 
tails, must first show that they have exercised their 
privileges on this floor in attempting to eradicate 
the errors of. which they complain. No such mp- 
tion has been made. The only question before the 
committee is on the motion to strike out the enact- 
ing clause, which, in fact, is a motion condemnato- 
ty of the measure itself. But (said Mr. Bracr) I 
am content to know, so far as my own vindication 
Tests on the opinions of other men, that in 1833 my 
co'league and myself were together in oppposition 
to a bank; at that point there was a coincidence be- - 
tween us. Since we have left that point, in our 
onward journey, I have arrived at the only other 
station on the directroad. Where is my colleague 
and former companion? I look around for him in 
vain. Is he yet onthe road? and wili he yet arrive? 
or has he, by opposing the only alternative against a 
United States Bank, deflected upon a route which, 
however circuitous, must necessarily lead him 
back, though contrary, it may be, to his desires, to 
the very institution which we left and condemned 
in company with each other. Sir, I also had the 
honor of writing a letter, before the election in 1838, 
to the people of Franklin and Taliaferro counties 
upon this subject.: On that occasion, I deemed it 
my duty to answer; and upon that answer I was 
elected. If I had stood mwe the people wouid 
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hardly have received me with that generous cenfi- 
dence with they subsequently eyinced toward me. 
In that letter, I desired to ‘place the contro! of 
the Treasury, and the appointment and supervi- 


sion of those who are to administer its affairs, in ` 


the hands of the House of Representatives;” but 
upon subsequent reflection, I was convinced that 
such an arrangement, however desirable in itself, 
would be incompatible with the appointing power 
which the Constitution has vested in the Executive 
and the Senate. I also said that “J distinctly 
recognised gold and silver only 2s money, and as 
the only carrency known to the Consiitution. 


Idid not think I should be violating either the || 


letter or the spirit of that instrument, by re- 
ceiving the bills of such banks as promptly 
paid specie, dollar for dollar, at the will of the holder. 
Ishould look upon such bills as the immediate re- 
presentative of the precious metals—-as specie cer- 
ifieates, convertible with gold and silver, so long 
as they were so in fact. I should receive them, not 
asa matter of favor to the banks, bat of conveni- 
ence to the Government. I am yet of the same 
opinion; and I venture to say that the most ardent 
friend of this measure would not consider that the 
specie clause was lost, if, in lien of it, this extract 
from my letter were inserted in the bill. Iam 
therefore now as I was then; and my constituents, 
by my subsequent election, have recognised, as a 
trath, that gold and silver only is money. I have re- 
ferred to these resolutions and letiers, and put these 
questions as arguments powerfal. and conclusive, 
to show that I am not only consistent in voting for 
this Sab-Treasury bill, but that, inso doing, I am 
faithfully representing the State of Georgia, and 
the votes and opinions of some of her eminent citi- 
zens. To many gentlemen on this floor, who re- 
present other States, and other interests than these 
prevalent in Georgia, these references may appear 
wholly unsatisfactory; but by the people whom I 
represent, they will be received as Fe incontrover- 
tåle that, however I am assailed for abandoning 
my party, l have neither abandoned my fermer prin- 
ciples, nor misrepresented the Siate. 

Bat, Mr. Chairman, we are not left to inter- 
ference and deduction as to the consequence of 
defeating this measure; we are distinctly called 
on, inthe name of the country, to establish a 
National Bank. Argument, entreaty, and threats, 
have each in their turn been used to effect 
this great and leading object- of Whig po- 
licy. It is said that John Randolph declared 
the day would come when a constitational 
question would be out of orderin this House. 
That period, I hope, has not yet arrived; and 
although, by your expedient politicians, it may be 
considered a useless expenditure of words, I yet 


venture to demand of gentlemen the proof that: 


Congress has power to chartera bank. Sir, ac- 


cording to my limited notions of the functions of 


this Government, Congress can exercise no power 


hot expressly delegated to it by the Constitution, or ` 


which is not absolutely necessary to effectuate a de- 
legated power. This is the corner stone on which 
rests the great political superstructure raised by 
Mr. Jefferson. 
gress is “not prohibited” from acting, but it must be 
shown that the power to legislate is distinctly and 
directly conferred by the Constitution. Now, sir, 
ra bank men on this floor do not even paa that 

re is esi grant of power to this body to 
charter a Bank, bat they rely on that clause of the 
Constitution which declares that “Congress shall 
have power to pass all laws necessary and proper to 
tarry into effect the powers exptessly granted.” 


us our opponents are reduced to the necessity of . 


tesorting to the most doubifal and constractive 
Clause of the Constitution, as authority to do that 
for which no express grant can be shown. The te- 
Ply to this extravagant claim is simple and cencia- 
tive. There is not only no clause of the Constitu- 
tion authorizing Congress to charter’ a Bank, but 
the convention which framed that instrument dis- 
tinctly refased to empower this Government to 
create corporations. That power (Mr. Madison says) 
was demanded in the convention, for the avowed 
Purpose of enabling the Federal Government to 

ta Bank; and upon that ground it was re- 
fosed. If you charter a Bank, ipso facto, you cre- 


Ít is not enough to show that Con- | 


. . 
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ate a corporation; and, in so doing, you do that 
which the convention refused to authorize you 
to do. : 

We are then told that a bank is “necessary” to 
enable Congress to conduct the affairs of the Fede- 
ral Treasury, or, in other words, to enable Con- 
gress “tolay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and 
excises.” Now let us examine this proposition. 
The word “necessary” precludes of course the pos- 
sibility of accomplishing these objects by ordinary 
legislation under the express grants. So far from 
this being true, Congress does lay taxes, imposts, 
and duties, without this intervention of a bank. 
Your taxes, imposts, and duties, are and have been 
collected without the aid of a bank, and they can 
be and have been transferred and disbursed, with- 
out resorting to the agency of an institution, the 
creation of which depends upon the supposition 
that these things cannot beeffected withovt its in- 
strumeatality. Why, sir, the very bill on your 


table refutes the idea that a bank is “necessary to. 


carry into effect the power expressly granted” of 
collecting, keeping, and disbursing, the “duties” 
which constitute your revenue. We propose by 
this bill that the Government itself shali do that 
which the Constitution not only authorizes, but re- 
quires it to do; and if the Government can of itself 
conduct its fiscal concerns, where is the “necessity” 
of resorting to abank? Again, does the Govern- 
ment acknowledge this necessity, by confessing its 
inability to manage its revenues? No, sit; the 
opponents of the Government are making all this cla- 
mor about the “necessity” of a bank; and the 
“KEEPING” of the public moneys, infinitely more 
than than the collection and disbursement of them, 
is the true motive which lies at the bottom of these 
extravagant demands—demands which, if conceded, 
must result in an assumption of a power not 
gtanted, more dangerous than a direct violation of 


@ihe Constitution itself. 


Refuted and driven back from their flimsy argu- 
ment of “necessity,” their transition to the ques- 
tion of “EXPEDIENCY” is easy and natural. We 
are told that the Treasury is empty, the revenue 
unskilfally managed, and the Government bank- 
rupt! and this unfortunate and discreditable state 
of affairs is attributed to the fact that we have no 
National Bank to manage ourrevenue. The inge- 
nuity of the Federal party, in and out of Congress, 
has been taxed to the uttermost to prove that it 
would be highly beneficial, convenient, and proper, 
to reconnect the Government with their favorite in- 


stitution; and we are adjured, by every motive of. 


patriotism, to legislate into existebce an irresponsi- 
ble corporation, which will not only keep and dis- 
burse our money for us, but which will accommo- 
date us with liberal loans of its “paper emissions.” 
Sir, I will not detain the committee by recapitula- 


ting all the facts and arguments, which scatter to 


the four winds of Heaven these hollow pretences 
and fallacious professions, but I will proceed to 
produce to you the highest authority known to this 
country, to prove that such an institution, whether 
viewed by itself as a source of paper emission, or as 
an agent, in connection with the Federal Treasury, 
is neither beneficial, convenient, nor proper. I have 
before me a letter written by General Washington 
in 1787, in reply to a gentleman who desired his 
opinion as to the utility and necessity of banking in- 
stitutions. The views entertained in this letter by 
the Father of his Country, are evidently applicable 
to banks generally, as manufactories of “paper mo- 
ney,” and I recur to them here with pride and sa- 
tisfaction, because, while they are, of themselves, 
abstract truths, his opinions furnish a conclusive 
answer to the groundless charge that the Adminis- 
tration, by refusing :o charter an institution whose 
first duty „will be to issue nothing but paper 
money, is rynning a mad career against *¥redit” 
in all its forms. If this letter had been written by 


_an Administration man of the present day, it would 


have been immediately pounced upon by the Fe- 
deral party as the outpourings of Loco Focoism, and 
the rabid violence of an agrarian leveller. It 
would be held up as the hateft! instrament by 


which the destruction of all banks is to be effected, 


and the unfortunate author would have been 
branded and scouted as a Jack Cade, volunteering 
in a wild crusade against the institutions of his 
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country. Asit is, however, we have the cheering 
fact before us that he who was “‘first in war, first 
in peace, and first in the hearts of his country- 
men,” entertained and expressed the same opinions 
in i787, which characterize, in 1840, the party 
with whom I am associated in support of the Sub- 
Treasury system. Let the bank men touch this 
letter, or the author of it, if they dare, and the 
great mass of the PEOPLE, in whose bosoms he and 
his principles are cherished as an idol, will rise up 
in their indignation to wither and destroy the hand 
that shall be lifted to strike the sacrilegious blow: 


, : “Mount Vernon, February 17, 1787. 
“Dear Sin. Your favor of the 30th ultimo came duly to 
hand. ‘To give an opinion in a cause of so much importance as 


“that which has warmly agitated the two branches of your Le- 


gislature, and which, from the appeal that is made, is likely to 
create great and perhaps dangerous divisions, is rather a deli- 
cate matter. But as this diversity of opinion is on a subject 
which has, I believe, occupied the minds of most men, and as 
my sentiments thereon have been fully and decidedly expressed 
long before the Assembly either of Maryland or this State was 
convened, I do not scruple to declare that, if I had a voice in 
your Legislature, it would have been given decidedly against a 
paper emission, upon the general principles of its utility as a 
representative, and the necessity of it asa medium, 

‘To aasigi. reasons for this opinion would he as unnecessary 
ag tedious. The ground has been so often trod, that a place 
hardly remains untouched. Ina word, the necessity arising 
from a WANT of SPECIE is represented as greater than it really 
is. I contend that it is by the substance, not with the shadow of 
a thing, we are to be benefited. The wisdom of man, in my 
humble opinion, cannot, at this time, devise a plan by which 
the credit of paper money would be iong supported; conse- 
quently, depreciation keeps pace with the quantity of the emis- 
sion, and articles for which it is exchanged rise in a greater 
ratio than the sinking value of the money. Wherein, then, is 
the FARMER, the PLANTER, the ARTISAN, benefited? The debtor 
may be, because (as I have observed) he gives the shadow in ° 
lieu of the substance; and, in proportion to his gain, the credit. 
or or the body politic suffers. Whether it be a legal tender or 
not, it will, as has been observed very truly, leave no alterna. 
tive. It must bethat, ornothing, An evil equally great is, the. 
door it. immediately opens fo: SPECULATION, by which the least 
designing, and perhaps the most VALUABLE PART OF THE COM. 
MUNITY, are preyed upon by the more knowing and crafty 
speculators. 

But, contrary to my intention and declaration, I am offering 
reasons in support of my opinion; reasons, too, which, of all . 
others, are least pleasing to the advocate for paper money. F 
shall, therefore, only observe, generally, that .so many people 
have suffered by former EMISSIONS, THAT, LIKE A BURNT CHILD 
WHO DREADS THE FIRE, Dv person will touch it who can possi- 
bly avoid it. The natural consequence of which will be, that 
the specie which remains unexported willbe instantly locked 


up. 
“With great esteem and regard, I gm, dear sin CAD TON? 
‘ URGE WASHING Rs 


If.it be true, as its enemies charge against it, 


| that the Independent Treasury system will contri- 


bute, incidentally, to restore a limited specie circu- 
lation, and, to that extent, expel bank bills of a 
low denomination, though it may result in tempo- _ 
rary lcss to the speculating part of the community, 

yet “the farmer, the planter, the artisan,” who con- 
stitute “the least designing, and perhaps most valu- 
able part of the community,” will reap the benefit 
of dealing with “THE SUBSTANCE, NOT WITH THE 
SHADOW OF THE THING ” Sir, I am aware that this 
is not the doctrine of Chestnut street, nor will it 
find favor with the paper meney speculators of 

Wall street, but it is the old fashioned doctrine of 
George Washington; and, as such, Isubmit itin my ° 
defence to the people whom I have the honor to repre- 
sent. With this high authority against the general 


system of paper emission, let us’ return to- the patti- - 


cular question of a United States Bank. Tt is trae - 
that Adams, Clay, Webster, and the host of 
lesser lights which revolve around them, are the 
advocates of a bank, and, consequently, of a 
paper emission. If they are right, General Wask- ` 
ington was wrong, and so was Mr. Jefferson; and, | 
in order that I may have the full benefit of his opi- 
nions, I will quote to you his own words: 

“From a passage in the letter of the President, I observe an 
idea of establishing a branch bank of the United States in New 
Orleans. This institution is oneof the most deadly hostilities 
existing against the principles and formaof éur’ natitution. 
The nation is, at the present time, so strong and united in its 
sentiments, that it cannot be shaken at this moment. But, sup- - 
poe a series of untoward events ahould occur, sufficient to 


` bring into doubt the competency of a Republican Government 


to meet a crisis of great danger, or to wnhinge the confidence 
of the people in the public functienaries, an institution like 
that, penetrating by its branches every part of the Union, acting 
by command, and in phalanx, may, ina critical moment, upset 
the Government. Ideem no Government safe whichis under 
the vassalage of any self-constitated authority than that of the > 
nation, or its regular functionaries. What an obstructior may 
this Bank of the United States, with all its branch banks, be in 
time of war! Jt might dictate to us the peace we should ac. 
cept, or withdraw its aid. Ought we, then, to give further 
growth to an institution so powerful, so hostiJk? Now, while 
we are strong; it is t reatest duty we owe to thesafety of our 
Constitution to bring this powerful enemy to a subordination 
under its authorities.” . 

- Bhall E be reviled and rejected at home for rg- 
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fusing to foster a “deadly hostility against the prin- 
ciples and forms of our Constitution?” Shall I 
be branded as a traitor for refusing to enlist in the 
ranks in a party whore first great object ie to chart- 
era bank which Jefferson has denounced as an in- 


stitation “penetrating by its branches every part of | 


the Union, acting by command and in phalanx, | 
and which may, in a critical moment, upset the ` 
Government?” No, sir; although the interests 
of a few “paper emission” men have led them 
to proscribe me as intractable to their designs, 
the great mass of the people of Georgia—the men 


who dwell on our hills and in our valleys, and who || 


live, not by paper emission or bank credit, but whọ“: 


make their bread by the sweat of their brow, aad „|! 
depend for an honest support upon their “ produc- `! 


tive industry "—they, sir, when they ‘know that I 


am denounced and superseded for the principles I | 


here proclaim, wi!l rush “in phalanx” to the res- 
cue; and I and my able and fearless colleagues, 
with whom I act, will be triumphantly sustained 
at the ballot box, not for the purpose of saving us 
as individuals, hut for the sake of rescuirg from 


peril and defeat the principles of Washington and i 


Jefierscn. ae ies 
Again: we are told that this Administration, by 
its uncompromising hostility toa moneyed corpo- 
ration as an adjunct of the Federal Treasury, has 
lowered the price of property and reduced the 
wages of labor; that it has caused commerce and 
agriculture to languish, and brought upon the coun- 
try one wide scene of ruin and distress. Give usa 
bank, they say, and properiy will rise in value— 
the laboring man will be better paid—industry in 
all its branches will prosper—money will be plenty, 
and the people will pay their debts and be happy. 
Withhold a bank, and yoa bankrupt the nation. 
Now, sir! unfortunately for these Whig politi- 
cians and panic orators, facts happen to be stubborn 
things, and speak louder than words. We have 
had two National Banks, both of which, indepen- 
dently of their own resources, monopolized the use 
of the public treasure, and were made the exclu- 
sive recipients of Government patronage and cre- 
dit. Were times any betier then? Were the peo- 
ple less oppressed with debt, or their labor or pro- 
perty worth more than they are now? ite 
. Let Mr. Clay answer that question. How does 
he speak of the condition of the country in 1824, 
when a Bank was in full operation? 
Mr. Clay’s speech of 1824, as published in Niles’s Register of 
that date, vol. 26, pages 378, 387, us follows: 
“In casting our eyes around us, the most prominent circum 
stance which fixes our attention, and challenges our deepest re- 
t ia the general distress which pervades the whole country. 
t ia forced upon us by numerous facts of the most incontesta- 
ble character. Itis indicated by the diminished exports of na- 
tive produce; by the depressed and reduced state of our foreign 
navigation; by our diminished commerce; by successive un- 
threshed crope of grain, perishing in our barns and ! 
forthe want of a market; by the alarming diminution of the 
circulating medium; by the numerous bankruptcies, not li- 
mited to the trading classes, but extending to all orders of 80- 
ciety; by a universal complaint of the want of employment, 
and a consequent reduction of the wages of labor; by the rave- 
nous pursuit after public situations, not for the sake of their ho- 
nors and the performance of thelr public duties, but as a means 
of private subsistence; by the resort’to the perilous use of PA- ; 
PER MONEY; by the intervention of legislation in the delicate re- 
lation of debtor and creditor; and above alt, by the low and de- 
state of tbe value of almoat every description of the 
whole mass of the property of the nation, which has, on an 


barns and barn yards | 
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means of private subsistence; and to crown all, he 
tells us that this “general distress” was “forced upon 
- us, and “indicated” to us “by the xesort to the peri- 
lous use of paper money.” ` 
Le us call another witness to the stand—Hugh 
L. White. He has now “shuffled off this mortal 
coil,” and can no longer be influenced by the hopes 
and fears of human life; and while. we throw a 
thick veil over the errors which marked him a 
man, letus hasten to record those lessons of his 
wisdom which time has proven to be trath itself. 
He was once the chosen favorite of the old State 
Rights party of Georgia—to those who then com- 
' posed that party let him now speak through the 
| record he has left behind him. I read, sir, from 
| Judge White’s speech, delivered in the Se- 
i pate of the United States in 1834,0n the motion of 
| Mr. Webster to bring in a bill for prolonging the 
) charter of the Bank of the United States. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


“The bank went into operation the Ist day of January, 1517; 
one of the leading objects in granting its charter was, through 
its operations, to reduce the extravagant dealings with State 
banka co restore and preserve a sound currency to the cour 
try. Tne directors well knew this, yet they acted with a single 
eye to what they conceived the interest of the bank and its 
afriends; in place of checking, it stimulated overtrading. In- 
stead fof restoring and preserving a sound currency, itadopted 
measures which, in 1S18 and 1819, placed in the power of the 
State banks 1n Philadelphia, to take from it every single dollar, 
and leave it still in debt to them upward of one hundred an 


® twenty-four thousand dollars. Mr. Cheves took charge of the | 


bank, and, as president, pursued a policy whieh, ir. seventy 
days, placed the bank in a state ofsecurity; but the curtailments 
were so rapid, and the withdrawal of the circulating medium so 
great, as to ruin society, compel other banks to suspend specie 
payments, and again afflict the community with a depreciated 
currency. Liberal accommodations, and extensive issues, had 
given an appearance of wealth to those worth little or nothing. 
Property commanded enormous prices, as this bank had made 
ı money plenty; but the counter current commenced, and in 1819, 
a scene of wide ruin was presented. ‘The bank made money 
scarce; the price of property fell to almost nothing; those who 


hardly any man had wherewithal to pay his debts, 
“Anindividual had, when money was plenty, purchased a 
‘house and lot for ten thousand dollare; he paid six thousand, 
was sued for the balance; the house and lot sold at fifteen hun- 
dred dollars; and thushe sunk, in the single bargain, eight thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. 

Ia the principal cities and towns, thousands of individuals 
were thrown outef employ, the whole business of the country 
was deranged, scenes of misery and distress were produced, to 
which the present distress and pressure bear but little resem- 
blance: This state of things was produced hecause the direc- 
tora managed the bank with a view to ‘their own interest, and 
that of their friends, disregarding the interest of that commu- 
nity from which they had acquired their power. May they not 
do'so again? Have we not reason to feat they will, ifthe char- 
ter is prolonged? 


. * * a . * 


“When the Senate adjourned on yesterday, I was considering 
the effects on society, in the year 1819, of the proceedings of the 
Bank of the United States from the time it went into operation. 
The distress then experienced, and those now felt, are the 
fruits of the charter granted in 1816.” 
| Sir, said Mr. Brack, I pin my faith to the sieeve 
of no man; but while I feel bound, under the oath 
I have taken, to investigate and judge for myself, 
I may be permitted to refer to, and adduce, the 
opinions of Washingion, Jefferson, Clay, and 
White, to show that I am supported and sustained 
in my “Sub-Treasury notions” by their anti-benk 
notions. But what avails all this array of great 
names, stubborn facts, and sonnd principles, when 
your stump orators and Tippecanoe club politicians 
; are enlightening the people with “lcg cabins and 
; hard cider.” Whatever may be the fofce of these 
luminous Whig argumenis, 1 have the consolation te 


average, sunk not less than about fifty per cent. within a few 
yours. 


* Ea * . * * 


“The truth is, that no. clasa of societ: suffera more, in the 
preen stagnation of business, than the laboring classes. That 
s a necessary effect of the depression of agriculture, the princi- 
pal business of the community. The wages of able-bodied men 
vary from $5 to $8 per month; and such has been the want of 
employment, in some pa:ts of the Union, that instances have not 
been unfrequent of men working merely for the means of pre- 
sent subsistence. If the wages of labor here and in England 
were compared, they will be found not to be essentially diffs- 
rent.” 

This, sir, is the testimony of a man who stands at 
the very head and front of the Bank party. In 
1824, when a United States Bank, with $35,000,000 
of capital, should have regulated the carrency and 
“geattered blessings o’er a smil'ng land,” he tells 
you that his deepest regret was challenged by the 
general distress which pervaded the whole country; 
that your exports and commerce were diminished; 
your navigation depressed; your uathreshed crops 
perishing in your barns; that your circulating me- 
dium was alarmingly diminished; bankruptcies 
were numerous, the wages of labor redoced; that 
public offices weie ravenously sought for as a 


know that I am sustained by the opinions of the 
great men I have referred to, and that I have done 
my duty in laying those opinions before the people, 
that they may look at both sides of the question, 
and judge for themselves. , If we may form con- 
clusions as to the future from past experience, can 
we reasonably hope or expect relief from a bank? 
‘When the bank flourished we were oppressed ! 
“This state of things,” says Judge While, “was 
produced because the directors managed the bank 
wiih a view to their own interest, and that of their 
friends glisreggrding the interest of the @ommunity 
from which they had acquired their péwer. . May 
they not do‘so again? Have we not reason to fear 
they will, if their charter is prolonged?” 

Mr. Brack desired to say a few words with: re- 
gard to the famous credit system of the modern 
Whigs, and of the hostile relation in which a na- 
tional bank has steod, and in which it must neces- 
sarily stand toward the local institutions of his own 
State. He was the friend of that bona fide credit 


which was based either upon gold and silver, or on | 


valuable property. It should emanate from, and 


had been apparently wealthy, were found to be bankrupts, and -j 


H. of Reps. 
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be feunded on, something substantial end qngible; 
otherwise it was a pretence to confidence which 
might never be realized im fact, and which, in nine 
cases out of ten, wou.d result in delusive, ruinous, 
and gambling speculation. Look, sir, at the deri- 
vation of the term—eredo, I believe, I trust, I have 
confidence;.why? Because there is someihing sub- 
stantial behind the bare promise which credit implies, 
capable of paying the debt which that promise in- 
curs, it the individual credited should, from whate ver 
cause, fail to perform the obligation he assumes. 
In speaking of credit, we should divide the sub- 
ject into two heads, at least, to facilitate the analy- 
sis to which it should be reduced, before we can - 
properiy understand it; first, with regard to the in- 
dividual who creates credit, and, secondly, with 
regard to the individual credited. He who origi- 
nates credit, should own gold and silver, or other 
valuable property which can be made available to 
answer the possible failure of the individual in- 


| trusted with the credit; and he who receives that 


credit should have skill, intelligence, integrity, 
“productive industry,” in the absence of property, 
to which the friend who assists him with his name 
may look for his safely. If these qualifications in . 
the credited fail, then the communiiy who were in- 
duced to part with their property upon the faith of 
a promise, have something behind that promise 
substaatiai, available, and responsible for the debt. 
The community, whose interests are mostly at stake 
in the practical effects of the credit system, will 
then be ultimately secure from loss in extending 
that confidence, without which, I admit, many an 
honest and intelligent man might continue in hope- 
less poverty. Sir, let me illustrate my system of 
credite My neighbor has amassed wealth; he isa 
man of substance, owning, perhaps, one hundred 
thousand dollars in gold and silver, or other valua- 
ble property. Ihave neither gold or silver, nor 
other valuable property; but I have skill, intelli- 
gence, integrity, and productive industry. I desire 
to extend my sphere of action, and to apply my 
personal or mental qualifications in such a way. 
as to induce a greater return of interest to 
myself, ‚To enable ine to accomplish this laudable 
object, and reposing confidence in my skill and | 
integrity, he loans me his name, and gives me the" 
use of his credit. Igo into one of your commer- 
cial cities and. purchase goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, upon my promise to pay, backed by my 
friend’s credit, which, itself, is founded on his goid 
and silver, or other available property. If I fail. 
to pay the community who trusted me, they lose., 
nothing, because there is substantial and valuable 
property which can be.made available to pay the 
debt. As between my neighbor and myself, the 
uestion of- credit must depend upon his confidence 
in me and my qualifications; but if this system of 
responsible credit, not only in the particular case I 
put, but in all its legitimate variations, be adopted 
and adhered to, then the people, who are always. 
the real and ultimate creditors, and into whose 
hands these promises to pay must eventually fall, 
will be comparatively safe. This safety will beget 
confidence, and induce credit; and many a poor, 
but honest ard intelligent man, who is now thrown 
back on his own original and Jimited resources, in 
consequence of the fear and distrust which result 
from a spurious and irresponsible system, would, un- 
der a different state of things, be enabled to de- 
velope all the resources of his skill and industry. 
This, sir, is my system, illustrated, in part, by a 
particular case. I's foundation is laid broad and 
deep in absolute and tangible responsibility, without 
which all confidence between individuals and the 
community must be ultimately destroyed. 

Now, let us look at the eredit system of the mo-. 
dern Whigs, as exemplified in a National Bank, 
which they are pressing with such eagerness on the 
country. Their first step would be to create an 
ARTIFICIAL person. To this intangible being, they 
give the power of making contractis. By your 
legislative sanction, you enable it to throw those 
contracts, in the shape of “promises to pay,”. 
far and wide over the country, without, at 
the same time, investing it with means to 
redeem them. It is not restricted in its is- 
sues to “dollar for dollar; and even if it was, 
where is the gold and silver to meet the immense 
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liabilities it would be sure to incur? Where 
is the valuable properiy to meet its promises to 
y? Isis true the belance sheet of the directors 
would exhibit, to the minutest fraction of a cent, a 
eertain something, which they call funds, just suffi- 
cient in amount to pay their debts. But when the 
day of reckoning comes, their gold and silver turn 
out tobe an “abstract nonenify,” and their goods 
and chattels are embraced under a sheriffs return 
of awilabona. At this point of profitable insol- 
vency, my colleague [Mr. Kine] comes to their 
relief. He would have the currency (bank bills) 
based in part on specie, and in part on the produc- 
tive industry of the country. Those who wou'd cre- 
ate a bank, and enable it to make contracts, do not, 
at the same time, provide the corporation with gold 
and silver, or other valuable property, wherewith 
tocemply with those contracts, and redeem their 
paper emissions. No, sir: no provision of this 
sort is made. How, then, are their bills, which 
constitute our currency, to be redeemed? In part, 
says my colleague, with specie, and in part by the 
productive industry of the people. As this is a mest 
important and startling proposition, I will quote 
the gentleman’s own words, from his speech on the 
Treasury note bill. He says: 
“Fo the of financial ecience, this country and Great 
erage rete 
Goths precious metsis and tke produches industry orks 


people. This sytem has sprung up under the fostering care, 
oatof the very nature and spirit of onr Republican institu- 


tions, and the character of our people for integrity and enter- 


Here, then, is the broad assertion that the banks 
of this country supply acurrency, (that is, bank 
bills,) based on the precious metals, and on the pro- 
ductive industry of the people. Interpret this part 
of the genileman’s speech, and how will it 
read? Why, sir, in plain English, it means that 
oar currency, which is almost exclusively paper 
promises to pay, is based upon, and supported by, 
the precious metals, and by the labor of the people. 
If these bills are ever redeemed, they must be paid 
with specie, as long as it lasts; when that source of 
solvency fails, then with the products of the indus- 
of the people! The prodace of your labor, of 
mine, and of my constituents, who may not 
own one dollar of bank stock, is to be seized on, 
and appropriated as a basis, in part, for our curren- 
ey, and, consequently, as a means of redeeming 
and paying off the paper issues of the banks. And 
this beautifal sysiem of appropriating the produce 
of the people’s labor to pay the debts of corpora- 
lions, we are gravely toid, springs out of, and is 
fostered by, our Republican institutions and the 
eharacter of our people? This, sir, is your modern 
credit system, and from it I wholly and totally dis- 
sent; and if I have not greatly mistaken the people 
of Georgis, they will fix upon it the seal of their in- 
dignant condemnation, as a principle which, ifsuc- 
cessfully practised, will not only destroy their 
rights, but rob them of their property. Sir, the 
people whom I represent wi!l never consent that 
the produce of their labor shall be appropriated as 


a basis for any paper emissions, except for their own | 


bonds, drafts, orders, due-bills, and promissory 
notes. Let the banks pay their own paper, and 
the people pay theirs. 

[Mr. Kina rose and objected that the deductions 
and inferences his colleague [Mr. BLacz] had 
drown from that part of his speech just quoted, 
Were illegitimate, and did not convey his meaning 
or intention. ] . 

Mr. Buack replied: Here are the gentleman’s 
Vorde; I can’t tell what he would mean; I only tell 
Jou what he has said; and I submit to our consti- 
ments whether I have not drawn therefrom the only 
resonable inferences and deductions which the 
gtntleman’s printed remarks will bear. l 


Bot I shall be told that the people, by receiving . 


these bills, make them their own; that the bank 
holds the notes and obligations of the people; and 
that when these are paid, the bank will be enabled 
to pay their bills. Now, as between the few origi- 
nal borrowers and these insti.utions, the question 
may be a little different;-but even between them, 
there is only an exchange of credits; ihe borrower 
fives his endorsed credit, backed by his property 
and al responsibility, for the unendorsed, irre- 
sponsible credit of the bark; the borrower receives 


no money ia return for his note—nota cent; he 
only receives a promise to pay money on demand; 
and if he demands that payment, he may be law- 
fully met with his own note. For his folly, in 
making so fruitless an exchange, he loses the inte- 
Test he paid in the shape of discount, and gets 


| back his own note for the notes of the bank. Thus 
: far, there is not much to complain of; for the fa- 


vored few who originally borrow, act with their 


` eyes open, and a set off between them and their 


: creditor is fair and just. 


But here the fairness of 
the transaction stops; the few individuals who 
“get accommodation,” pass the bills they receive 


: into the hands of the people fer a valuable con- 
. sideration; and thus these institutions become, in 
:, truth, the debtors of the people—their bills being 


payable te bearer, against which 


with with whom they orginally exchanged credits. 
The bill holders, having parted with their property 
upon the faith of these promises to pay money, demand 
payment;and are told thatthe currency, being based 


i on the productive industry of the country, must be 
' paid by the peop'e, and redeemed by the produce 


of their labor. This is a game, sir, which, if well 


` played, must win every thing for the bank, and 


lose every thing for the people; for they are nut 
oniy called on, in the first place, to part with their 
property for this currency, but are required, ulti- 
mately, to redeem that currency with the produce 
of their industry. Ifthe banks had originally paid 
out gold and silver, instead of promises to pay, 
then the productive industry of the country would 


they have || 
nothing to show but the promissory notes of those | 


be properly liable for the repayment of the money | 


loaned, or its equivalent; bat until such a state of 
things can be shown to exist, the banks are the 
debtors, and the people the creditors. 

Sir, said Mr. Buacx, a national bank has ever 
been, and must still be, a source of oppression to 
the State banks. As between the two, unconnected 
with the Government, I shall always be found 
aiding and supporting our local institutions; and, 
with the histury of the past before me, I should be 
recreant to fheir interests if I did otherwise. Let us 
look atthe connection whieh has existed between 
some of the State corporations, located in Savannah 
and the branch of the national bank in the same 
place. It will be seen, by a resolution of our own 
Legislature, that the United States Bank was not 
only willing, but able to oppress and harass our 
local banks. Not only so, sir, but it actually held 
the State of Georgia at bay; and her Legislature 


wes fain to advise, that “all collision with the Bank | 


of the United States be eschewed, if possible.” 
RESOLUTIONS OF THE GEORGIA LEGISLATURE. 
“In SENATE, November 30, 1821. 
“The jointcommittee on banks, to whom has been referred 
the expositions of the Bank of the State of Georgia, the Plan- 


.ters’ Bank, and the Bank of Darien, report: 


‘That they have, upona car ful examination of the exposi. 
tions of the s'ate and conditions of the aforesaid banks, found that 
their capacity to meet their engagements at this time rests upon 
the basis of a_ metallic capital ef consideratle amount. 
Planters’ Bank, though involved in some embarrassing difficul- 
ties with the branch of the United States Bank in Savaonah, has 
made a report evincing the most wholesome conditition. The 
State and Darien Banks, though the claims against them bear a 
greater proportion to their means of paying, are still considered 
as being in a state of unquestionable solvency; and it is a 
pleasing reflection, that amid the trying difficulties which have 
surrounded the commercial part of the community, a diminution 
of the usual dividends declared on the stock of the greatest evil 
likely to result from the present emqarrassment of the banks. 

“Your committse ask leave further to report: That the Srate 
of Georgia, by the establishment of her banking institutions,had 
two preat objects ín view. Theone to furnish to her citizens 
a safe and convenient med ium of circulation, to the exclasion 
of the bills of the banks of other States: the other to enable 
her sag have the funds of the States profitably invested in bank 
stock. 

“Both of these objects have either entirely failed, or have 
been considerably abridged, by the operations of the office of 
the Bank of the United States at Savannah; which, in the opi- 
nion of your committee, having been intruded upon the Btate 
of Georgia, without her consent, is an interference with her 
sovereignty as‘an independent State. ; 

“Because the aforesaid office of the Bank of the United States, 
located at Savannah, did, for a long time, refuse to issue its bille; 
and, by accumulating the bills of the State banke, as the 
depository of the revenue of the United States, and 
by other means perfectly within its power, has not 
only taken from the State her medium of circulation for 
her valuable products, but by frequent and repeated demands 
for large sums in specie uponthe State banks, had well nigh 
drained their vaults, thereby threatening their destruction, and 
compelling them, in order to meet the exigency, to curtail their 
discounts, insomuch asto deprive the Btate and the individual 
stockholders of their usugi and expected dividends. 

“In such a state of things, your committee would advise no step 
which might array the State against the authorities of the 
United States, or injure the credit of the bills of the banks of the 


he - 


State of Georgia. They would advise all collision with the Bank 
of the United States to be eschewed, if possible. Buta proper 
regard to the safety et their own institutions demands, and 1m- 
periously requires, that something should be done for their pro» 
tection. 

“Your committee, therefore, recommend that a law shallbe 
passed establishing a rate of interest between the United States 
Bank and the banks of the State of Georgia, below the present 
legal rate of interest of the State, and so low as to prevent the 
said banks from being benefited by an accumulation of the bills 
of each other; for which purpose your committee recommend 
the passage oi a law. 

“And further, your committee recommend that, while the 
State banks shall rigidly persevere ia paying their billa in spe- 
cie to all individuals applying therefor, who may not be ageats 
of the Bank of the United States, or cither of ita branches, that 
they shall refuse, whenever they may think prudent so to do, to 
pay specie for their bills to the United States Bank, or its offi- 
ces or agents, upon giving sixty days’ previous notice of such 
intention. 

“And your committee confidently hope that public opinion 
will bear the State institutions out in such a course of conduct, 
as none other seems, in the mindof yourcommittce, to be cal- 
culated to save the State institutions eventually from utter anni- 
hilation, under existing circumstances, to the great injury of 
the State, and of the individuals who are, or may be, stockhold- 
ers in the aforesaid banking establishments, ° 

“Approved December 22, 1821.” 

This resolution shows that our local banks once 
fell the arm of the greal regulator; and that even the 
State of Georgia, while she sought to throw the. 
egis of her Legislative protection over her own in- 
stitutions, was driven to invoke the aid of public 
opinion to bear them out in their course of conduct. 
So powerful was this institution, and so heavily 
had it oppressed some of the local banks in Savan- 
nah, that the Legislature was compelled to inter- 
fere, to protect the rightsof hercitizens. The bank 
was denounced ås an intruder upon the sovereign- 
ty of the State, and as exercising its power to de- 
stroy those institutions to which I have referred. 
To the words of Hugh L. White: “This state of 
things was produced because the directors managed 
the bank with a view to their own interests and 
that of their friends, disregarding the interests of 
that community from which they had acquired their 
power. May THEY NCT DO SO again? Have we 
NOT REASON TO FEAR THEY WILL, IF THE CHARTER 18 
PROLONGED?” 

Let my constituents who are interested in the lo- 
cal institutions of the South turn to the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, made to the Senate of 
the United States in 1838, showing the comparative 
price of local bask paper in 1827, when a Nation- 
al Bank was in existence, and when its paper was 
the “par value; and in 1836, when the great regu- 
lator bad ceased to exist: 

A table showing the highest and lowest price of bank notes at 
Philadelphia, in the years 18% and 1836... . ; 


> m During the ex-| Under the 
Banks oF iatence of the| State bank 
United States| system, 1826. 
Bank, 1827. 
ar e 
- Maine - - - 2 to 1g d. ltu-gald. . 
New Hampshire" -~ 7 + | 2 told. l to ła ld. 
Vermont - > 24 told. Lto žald. - 
Masschusetts -1 to rhe ld. | ltogald. 
Rhode Island - - | 2 told. to ža ld. 
Connecticut ` . te | told lto fald. 
New Yorkcity - - 2: | Par.. Parto} d. 
New York, country - -| 1to3d. Lolita _, 
Philadelphia . - | Standard, anda! 
Other Pennsylvania -| Partotd Par to 2} d 
New Jersey - - | Parto2ald | Partold 
Delaware ` - - | Parto lł d. Par tołd 
Baltimore - : oa 44. to par, todd. 
Other Maryland - . + #told, told 
District of Columbia - .' pio} a. told. 
Virginia - - - - dtoldd. to i d. 
Western Virginia . -` dto4ed. 14 1023 à 
North Carolina - - ` - B8to5gd to3d. -. 
South Carolina - tolésd 2034d., 
Georgia - = - - 3to2d. 2to Jd. 
Florida - : e -i - ‘No sales. 
Alabama - - : - | 10 t025 d. 3teT h 
Louisiana - - | 5to4d. A to 6d. 
Mississippi - 6d. ~ | 3to6d. 
Tennessee : 7 to 10d. - 3to 6d, 
Missouri - . - : - ~ -i No sale. 
Illinois -~ : : ` - | 3to 5d. 
Indiana - - = | 3to 3} d. 
Kentucky - -|390t0 40d. | 2todd 
Ohio - z - - | ¢&to6d. 2te3d 
Michigan . z +| 10 to 13 de 2to3d 
Canada - ; ~ — ` > | 6tobd. 2to 44d 


eee 
From this table, which is authentic, it appea 
that, during the reign of the United States Bank, 
the paper of the banks of Virginia, Maryland, 
North: and South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, 
Lonitiana, and Mississippi, ranged at Philadel- 
phia, in 1827, at from 4 to 25 percent. discount. 


ia 1836 they had risen, in the same city, to from $ 
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to 7 per cent. discount. Do not. these, facts speak 
volumes? Sir, I have nothing to do with our local 
banks, nor do I own one doliar of their stocks; but 
yet those whe are interested in them are my consti- 
tuents, and the interest I feel in their prosperity 
will ever restrain me from voting to recharter a 
corporation, the past history of which presents one 
continued series of oppression and injury to the 
people I represent. Ihave been charged with a 
desire to destroy all banks; the charge is false ands 
calamnious. 
have crept into them. But, relieved of their im- 
perfections, and administered with a view to the 
welfare and convenience of the community, I 
would stand by them and defend them from the 
insidious attacks of pretended friends, who, with 


the banks. ever on their lips, are willing to re- :, 


instate a great overshadowing national institu- 
tion, which, in the language of the Legislature 
of Georgia, “has not only taken from the State 
her medium of circulation for her valuable 
products, but by frequent- and repeated demands for 
large sums in specie upon the State banks, had well 
nigh drained their vaults, thereby threatening their 
destruction, and compelling them, ia order to meet 
the exigency, to curtail their discounts, insomuch 
as to deprive the State and the individual stock- 
holders of their usual and expected dividends.” 


It is said, Mr. Chairman, that Mr. Van Buren |; 


had depressed the wages of labor and the price of 
property—that the results of his administration are 
seen and felt in the ruin and distress which sur- 
rounds us. This charge is easily made; but where 
are the proofs? Round assertion may astonish, but 
cannot coxvince us. Whatis the cause of this uni- 
versal distress, which 1s said to pervade the whole 


country? Their answer is, the people are in debt,. 


and cannot get money to satisfy their creditors. 
Admit it te be true—who is to blame for it, Mr. 
Van Buren, or the bank? Why, sir, if cur dis- 
tresses, as we are told, aris? from a scarcity of mo- 
ney, the contraction of the currency is evidently the 
cause of that effect. The banks, and not Mr. Van 
Buren, make the currency. They contract or ex- 
pand it as their pleasure or interest dictates, and I 


I would reform the abuses which ; 


now propose to prove to you, by irrefutable refe- | 


rences, that the banks, who alone farnish the me- 
dium of purchases, have not only contracted their 
issues lo a fearful and ruinous extent, but that the 
price of flour, one of the main articles of sub- 
sistence, fell in exact proportion to the contraction 
of the currency. Here, sir, is a 

Table of expansions and contractions of the Ohio banks for 


eleven months, from th April, 1839, to 31st March, 1840; 
and the relative prices of flour during the same periods. 


Date. Circulation. |Contraction.| Expansion. | Flour 
pf bbl 

1839, 
April 30 | $8,240,820 80 > - 85 62 
June 30 | 7,947,597 47! $394,233 33 - 4 87 
September 30 | 6,263,454 5;' 1,634,142 90 - 475 
November 30 | 5,047,778 22. 1,215,674 35 = 4 20 
December 31 | 4,607,127 62 440,650 60 - 4 06 
January 31 | 4,183,673 12) 423,464 50} = 3 72 
February 29 | 4,745,113 47 - $561,440 35) 3 75 
March © 31 | 4,147,766 > 2 87 


a 595,346 90 


I have selected this table from a number of others 
within my reach, simply because the distress, of 
which we hear so much, is said to be mostly preva- 
lent in the West. Thus you see, sir, when the 
banks contracted, the price of flour fell; and when, 
in Febraary, 1840, a slight expansion toek place, 
the price of flour rose cor:espondent!y ! 

Let us look further into the state of things in 
Ohio, a great and central State, exercising an im- 
portant influence in the fiscal affairs of the West. I 


read from the “ Ohio Eagie:” 
“ PANIC, PRESSURE, LOW PRICES, AND THE CAUSE. 

“ No one fact is better established than that the ' pernicious 
Suctuations’ (as honest John Davis says) of our paper money 
system, exercise a controlling power over the business and va- 
lues of the country. Inthe day of ‘expansion’ when money 
ig made plenty by the banks, property, produce, and labor, are 
high—the to-morrow of ‘contraction’ comes, money is made 
scarce, and all prices of property and rewards of labor are 
knocked duwn with the crash. 

“Apply this general and acknowledged rule to the condition 
of things ia Ohio. The whole Union is suffering the evils of 
money contraciion ; but let us look at our own State for an 
illustration of the means by which it is brought about. We 
take the reports of the officers of the banks themselves, made 
under eath, to the Bank Commissioners, and by them compiled. 
“Their first annual report to the Legislature, shows the circula- 


. three—their ratio of paper to epecie, and we find that it would |; ; 3 i 
| sustain a circulation of $443,096 10 —that is, the surplus specie | more, but will take, for goods, Mr, Wiltberger’s, the City 
H 


` hundred thousand dollars, than the five banks in question have | 


| have convulsed -the business community around them with a 


] felt. 
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1889, to have 
$8,309,141 80 


4,191,595 00 


- $4,117,546 80 


tion of the Ohio banks on the 30ih day of April, 

been $ a - * , 3 

The published abstract of 30th of April, 1840, 
shows to be ẹ - - - * a 


Contraction of circulation within one year 


“ Thus, within one year, one-half of the circulating medium 
of the State of Ohio has been violently withdrawn by the banks, 

“Why has this contraction, and the sufferings which are the 
necessary consequence, been brought upon the country? The 
Federal apologists and allies of the banks will say, because the 
Bank Commissioner law compelled them to curtail. But let 
us take five of these institutions, at the principal points of Cin- 
cinnati, Dayton, Columbus, Chillicothe, and St. Clairsville, 


TDIA 


thus: 
Circulation in 1839. In 1840. 

Franklin Bank, Cincinnati, $264.383 00 $94,649 00 

Dayton Bank, 134,884 00 41,262 00 
Franklin Bank, Columbus, 227,954 00 57,256 00 | 
Bank of Chillicothe, 438,831 08 123,246 08 | 

Belmont Bank, St. Clairsville, 125,546 00 39,732 00 
$1,188,598 08 $356,145 08 | 

356,145 08  - 

Contraction in one year, $532,453 0 i 

Eight hundred and thirty-two thousand four hundred and 

fifty three dollars is the extent to which five hanks, at principal 
commercial points, have applied the screws. Now as to the | 
i 


necessily of thiscurtailment, look atthe following comparative | 
statement of circulation and’ specie on the 30th of April last: | 


Circulation. Specie. ; 

Franklin Bank, Columbus, $57,256 00 $78,890 00 5; 
Bank of Chillicothe, 123,246 08 152,657 13 i; 
Bank of St. Clairsville, 39732 00 51,260 89 | 
Bank of Dayton, 41,262 00 75,562 58 i; 
Franklin Bank, Cincinnati, 94,649 00 144,263 18 i 
$356,145 08 $503,823 78 |! 

356,145 08 || 


Specie more than circulation, $147,678 70 | 


“One handred and forty-seven thousand siz hundred and | 
seventy-eight dollars and seventy cents is the amount of spe. |) 
cie which these five banks have locked up in their vaults, lying |i 
idle, unproductive, and useless, while the whole community is | 
suffering around them. Take this amount, and multiply it by 


would sustain a greater amount. of circulation by nearly one 


out, and the five banks then have less out by $564,551 46 than '; 
would be allowed by the bank commissioner law, about which so į 
much complaint is made. | 

“Fellow-citizens, here is a reason for the lowness of prices, 
and stagnation of business that oppress the commutity. Five 
banks, taken as instances from among the thirty-seven, and 
taken because they are located &t important points of business, 


contraction of $832,453 inone year. They haveseized the spe- 
cie of the country, and locked it up in their vaults, giving to the 
suffering and complaining people that surround them less of 
their paper by near one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
than they have taken from them in hard money. This warfare 
and outrage upon the public good is defended by the Federal 
presses upon the pretence that the bank commissioner law ren- 
dered it necessary. That iaw fixes the safe and proper ratio of 
three to one, and would allow these five banks to issue $1,511,- 


| 471 upon the specie which they now have in their vaults. With- 


out necessity, withont pretext or excuse, without a feeling of 
sympathy or compassion for the sufferings they have created, 
these banks have taken away, and withhold from the people, 
$1,165,246 of circulation, which their specie would sustain, and 
which the law would allow them to issue.” 

Here, sir, is a specimen of the way in which mo- 
ney is made scarce. These are facts and deduc- 
tions which every män can understand; and yet 
Mr. Van Buren, who controls no bank, and who 
has as yet no Sub-Treasury, is accused of lowering 
prices and ruining the people! I will not detain 
you by reading the numerous statistics I have col- 
lected in relation to the causé of low prices; but as 
I have already consumed more of your time than I 
intended, I will pass on to a conclusion as swiftly 
as pfacticabie. 

The bill on your table is about to become a law: 
instead of increasing the distresses of the country, 
its beneficial effects are already beginning to be 
Heretofore, during this winter, gold and sil- 
ver have been selling im this city at from four to 
five and six per cent. premium; it now can scarce- 
ly be sold on Pennsy!vania avenue for three per 
cent. Isth’s no gaia to the people? - Instead of 
locking up the specie in yoursafes, it will draw out 
a poriion of it to be circulated among the creditors 
of the Government. Who are they? Net only 
the officers who administer the Goverament, but 
the workirgmen who furnish the supplies of cloih- 
ing and subsistence to your army and navy; 
the soldiers and sailors who fight your battles; 
the laborers who construct your public build- 
ings; who build your fortifications and vesseis 
of war. Every man who sells to the Govern 
ment either his peronal services, or the produce 
of his labor will be paid in gold and siver; 
and this gold and silver will return, ia due time, to 


` people, say they, is good for the Government. 


the Treasury again, to be expended among the 
creditors o: the Government. The amount of spe- 
cie required for the Treasury will be, by being 
thus kept in coastant circulation, not more than five 
millions of the seventy or eighty millicns cf dollars 
now in the United States. ButI am told we are 
making one currency for the Government, and an- 
other forthe people. If this were true,I myself 
would condemn the measure. The dill makes no 
provision for the currency of the people; it only 
prescribes the currency which the Government will 
receive for debts due to it; and which, when re- 
ceived, it pays out again to the people, leaving them 
free to receive what they please in payment of the 
debts due to them. And if this be.a better cuiren- 


: ey, do not the men who, I have shown you, ulti- 


mately receive it, eventually reap the benefit? 
Shall the public Treasurer be compelled to receive 
any thing and every thing thatthe peop!e choose to 
receive from each other? If so, we must take 
bonds, due bills, promissory notes of all sorts, and 
the irredeemable paper money which is afloat in 
the country; nay, sir, you must receive vour taxes 
and duties in kind, because you know all these are 
current among the people; and what is guod for the 
Let 
us test this objection to the Sub-Treasury system, 
by a glance at the state of things as they actually 
exist in the South. I cut from the “Daily Teje- 
graph,” published in Savannah, the following ad- 
vertisements, which will serve to show what sort of 
currency the people think proper to receive from 


each ether: 
“TO THE PUBLI Z. 

“The subscriber begs of his friends, and of those who hold 
any of the few shinplasters that he has signed, to send them to 
his store, where he wiil pay bankable money for them, On 
putting those bills out, he thought that it would afford immedi- 
ate relief, in the way of change, to himself and friends. Find- 
ing, however, that it has not this effect, he declines signing any 


Council’s, and Ice House Company of Augusta, Macon, Co: 


;_ lumbus, Brunswick, Darien, or any other individual shinplas- 
` ters in our city. 


t “P. HALLIGAN.” 
“ALL KINDS OF MONEY. 
“The subscriber will take Wiltberger’s, Dempsey’s, Lloyd’s, 


i Rogere’s, Halligan’s, City Council bills, and those of ail respon- 
| sibie individuals, whenever offered him for goods. 


“M. PENDERGAST.” 
The above are practical illustrat:ons, drawn from 


® actual life, of the Whig theory, that whatever 


currency the people think proper to receive, this ` 
Government is also bound to receive. How long 
could we maintain our stand among the nattions of 
the earth, if your Treasurer was compelled to take 
“all kinds of money”—Mr, Wiiltberger’s, the City 
Council’s, and Ice-house Companies’ bills, or any 
other individaal’s shinplasters in our city?” Youur 
army would be dispersed, your navy would ro’, 
your forts, arsenals, and public buildings, would 
be left without a tenant, to decay and ruin; your 
public officers would seek support elsewhere, and 


‘this happy state of affairs, prodaced by this Whig 


theory, would bring about precisely that “critical 
mement” predicted by Mr. Jefferson, “when a se- 
ries of untoward events, sufficient to bring into 
doubt the competency of a Republican Govern- 
ment,” would transpire, and which a National 
Bank might take advantage of, to step in and “up- 
set the Government.” 

The Bank party, so eager to take the public mo- 
ney into their own keeping, now attempt to frighten 
us with the declaration, that this bill will place the 
whole revenue in the hands of Mr. Van Buren. 
Let the bill on your table, andthe Constitution, an- 
swer this futile and interested objection. Instead 
of placing the revenue in the hands of) 
the President, it places it in the United States 
Treasuly—the people’s strong box—where it 
ought to be, and where it cannot be loaned out or 
banked upon for the benefit cf speculators and 
bank favorites. The Constitution provides that 
no money shall be drawn out cf the Trea- 
sury except in pursuance of appropriations 
made by law; and any cfficer of the Government 
who chall violate these restrictions, or embezzle a 
dollar, “or who shall convert to his own use, in 
any way whatever, or shall use by way cf invest- 
ment in any kind of propeity or merchandise, or 
shall loan, with or without interest, any portion of 
the public moneys intrusted to him for safekeeping, 
disbursement, transfer, or for any other purpose, 
every such act shall be deemed and adjudged to be 
an embezzlement of so much of the said moneys 
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as shall be thus taken, converied, invested, used, or 
loaned, which is hereby declared to be a felony; 
and any: ficer or agent of the United States, aud 
all persons advising or participating in such act, 


being convicted thereof before any court of the | 


United States cf competent jurisdiction, and all 
persons advising or participating in such act, 
beirg convicted thereof befcre any court of 
the United States of competent jurisdiction, 
shall be sentenced to imprisonment ior a term 
not less than six months, nor more 


embezzled.” These are the words of the Sub-Trea- 
sury bill. Were any such restrictions or safeguards 
thrown around the bank when it ac'ed as our 
ageni? Cou'd you executea jadgment of felony 
onan artificial, intangible, irresponsible corpora- 
tion, which is net only superior to personal impri- 
sonment, but which converted to its own use tre 
national revenue iatrusted to its care, and which 
had been drawn from the people, nor for the emo- 
lument of a corporation, but for the support of the 
public interest? 

But, Mr. Chairman, I have done. I must re- 
serve for some other occasion a more minute expo- 
sition of the wisdom of this measure, for I have al- 
ready detained yoa longer than i expected. My 
purpose in addressing this committee was not so 
much to make proselytes here, as to vindicate my- 
self before the people of my own Siate. By the 
facts and arguments I have adduced to you, I have 
clearly demonstrated, that however I may have 
erred in other respects, I have neither abandoned 
my former principles, nor misrepresented the State 
of Georgia. T 


f 


SPEECH OF MR. LINCOLN 


Or MASSACHUSÈTTS. h 
Inthe House of Representatives, il 16, 7840—In re- 
ply to Mr. OaLx, upon the propositiof of the latter 
to strike out of the General Appropriati i 
small item for alterations and 
sident’s House, &c. 
When Mr. LINCOLN obtain 


& 


the floor, it was 


-late in the evening, and, perceiving that he was fa- 


tigued by the long sitting, it was proposed to ad- 
journ the debate to the following day, but Mr. L. 
preferred saying at once what he had to say. He 
began by replying to some remarks of Mr. Ocie 


than five |! 
years, and a fine equal to the amountof the money | 


. incidental to the main debate, taking occasion, in ‘ 


the course of his reply, to state certain particulars | 
in which his remarks on a former day had been | 


misstated, probably because misunderstood, by the 
Reporter for the Globe newspaper. -After disposing 
of this preliminary matter, Mr. L. proceeded to the 
maia subject before the Committee of the Whole, 
upon which he spoke as follows: 

The member from Pennsylvania (said Mr. Lin- 


coLw) has insisted that the tendency of my remarks | 


was te justify the purchase of extravagant articles 
of furniture for the Presiden:’s house. I repeat 
that I attempted no such justification, for I had nei- 
ther seen many of the exceptionable articles nor 
‘inquired into their price. 


which measures the value of a thing by its cost, 
and decides upon its fitness with no reference what- 
ever to the place or cecasion for its use. The se- 
lection of farniture fur such an establishment is 
matter of taste, about which minds may well differ; 
and I said that while some would consider as must 
appropriate the rich and showy, others would pre- 


fer the plain and simple. in fashion; ba’ that, for a |: 


mansion so spacious and. ṣọ magnificent as that 


Which the nation had provided for the residence of | 
the Chief Magistrate, the furniture, so far as I bad | 
In || 


seen, was neither too good nor toe abundant. 
this, fam not aware that I alone among the Whigs, 
although I may not indeed be so happy as to meet 
the approving voice of all. But does such a differ- 
ence imply dereliction of principle any where? 

member suggests that my manner ot 
life and habits of thinking may have given me 
a taste for articles of extravagance. What does 
ke know- of my habits of life? Sir, I can 
tel him 
borious, and as plainly republican , at least, as his 
own. Be it from necessity or choice, I am in no 


The argument, so far as | 
it went, was against that false standard of economy | 


\| poses. 


they have been as honorably la- | 


wise ignorant of those duties and offices which be- 
come the humblest station. I have been taught to 
toil as faithfully, and to direct my thoughts as up- 
rightly, as the least proud one here. One lesson 
more have I learned, that, in reference to the con 
duct of others, the tongue is an unruly organ, 
which an evil spirit may indulge, but which can- 
dor and a love of truth should at all times restrain. 

Mr. Chairman, it can only be necessary to re- 
view the remarks of the member to show the ab- 
surdity of their intended application. While he 
condemns the extravagance of the furniture, he is 
silent in respect to the appropriations through 
which it was procured. These appropriations are 
the grants of legislation by the Representatives of the 
people. Whose was the work of -constructing the 
costly mansion, and to what end was it reared? 
More than forty years have now elapsed since the 
building was erected, at the charge of more than 
half a million of dollars to the nation, and from 
that time to the present it has been occupied in the 
manner in which it is now used. Congress, 


| through all this intervening period, have voted the 


sums for furnishing the house, as they had pre- 
viously done for its construction. If it were in- 
tended that the occupant should himself provide 
the furniture, wherefore these grants? They com- 
menaced before the house was first taken possession 
of by the elder Adams, and the occasions for fur- 
ther supplies have siuce been. voluntarily antici- 
pated upon’ every succession to the Presidency 
Besides, the spacious hails and lofty ceilings of 
such a mansion require much which would be 
suited to no other residence.- The reasonableness 
of compelling a President elect to an outlay ex- 
ceeding his annual salary in the purchase of furni- 
ture for a house, the occupancy of which he has 
not the election to refuse, and the tenancy of which, 
at the expiration of every four years, is at the dis- 
posal of the popular voice, with the certainty of the 
sacrifice upon the cost of the property in the at- 
tempt to dispose of it for any other place or use, 
cannot gravely be contended for. ‘The credit of 


` the country itself would suffer by such an arrange- 


ment; for either the officer, by the absorption of 
his salary in the purchase of suitable and sufficient 
furniture for the house, would be deprived of the 
appointed means for his proper support in the of- 
fice, or, by the neglect of such provision, would ex- 
hibit to the world, in nis public station, the dis- 
creditable contrast of magnificent apartments 
meanly destitute or scantily furnished with what- 
ever was appropriate to their occupation. It is a 
great mistake to suppose that these accommoda- 
tions are for the personal relief, or to the private 
advantage of the President. He is made by them, 
and by the amplitude of his salary, emphatically 


: the host of the nation. His guestsare the guests of 


the people. The Executive mansion is the place 
for their reception. This house of the people is 
the fitting position in which, in the person of 
their Chief Magistrate, they receive from the 
representatives of other people the homage due 
to the sovereignty of this great Republic. Here 
ambassadors and ministers, the accredited messen- 
gers from the proudest and most powerful, the en- 
lightened and most retined of the kingdoms of the 
earth, are received and entertained in the name of 
the hospitality of the nation! And here, too, the 
courtesies of officia] station are exchanged between 


| the high functionaries of the Government, and ex- 


tended to all classes of the citizens. The House, it 
is well known, is open to all, and is daily visited 
by many. - Is it too much, then, that the place and 
its appendages are beyond the requirements of pri- 


vaie station? I venture the assertion, that so far 


as the personal interest of the President isecon- 
cerned, (I speak not of the present incumbent, 


but of whoever has been or may be in the office,) it . 
| would be preferable, far preferable, to him to oc- 
| cupy, at his own cost, a smaller and more humble 
bumble dwelling, than to submit to the inconveni- 


enccs and heavy exactions which his required resi- 
dence in the Executive mansion necessarily im- 


view, it would be much better for any incumbent 
in the office to receive ten thousand dollars, and 
furnish his own habitation, than with twenty-five 
thousand to maintain the style of living and public 


Sure I am that, in a pecuniary pointof | 


hospitality which every President in succession has 
deemed bht in conformity with the design, as well 
as the liberality of present provisions. 

But the member complains of it as a monstrous 
abuse, that the President of the United States, in 
addition to his salary, and the use of a furnished - 
house, should have the grounds about the latter 
kept in order atthe public expense. He says the 
President ought to furnish his own house and em- 
ploy his own gardener, as his salary is amply suf- 
ficiem. I have only to add to what I have before 
said on this subject, that such has not been the 
judgment or the pleasure of the pecple. For forty 
years, their Representatives sitting in these halls, 
without division in sentiment or vote, have pro- 
vided the house, supplied the furniture, directed the 
enclosure and improvement of the grounds, and re- 
quired their occupation by the Chief Magistrate. 
The salary may be sufficient for the officer. On 
this point I take no issue with the member. So 
may the per diem of eight dollars be ample compen- 
sation for a Representative in Congress. But does 
the scrupulous member himself receive nothing 
more? 1 demand of him to say if eight dollars a 
day is not abundant recompense for the value of 
his labors here; and yet, does he keep his hands 
clean from all the perquisites of place? Has he ne 
Government stationery in his room? no Congres- 
sional penknife of costly extravagance at this very 
moment in his pocket? Has he never ordered to 
his lodgings the beautiful ‘‘embossed and lace- 
edged note paper ” and “fancy sealing wax,” for 
the use of any of his family, or received to his own 
use a distributive share of the “ spoils,” in costly 
editions of books printed at the expense of the Trea- 
sury? Sir, let me not be misunderstood. I do not 
condemn him in this, for the legislation of the House 
allowsit. ButIsay he receives these things by amore 
questionable authority than does the President of the 
United States the accommodations which are made 
the burden of his complaint. When, therefore, the 
member goes to his constituents and to mine with 
the objections that the Chief Magistrate of the na- 
tion is (in his most courleous language)-robbing 
and cheating the people in receiving, under an ap- 
propriation of Congress, the use of a furnished . 
house and the care of a garden, in addition to his 
salary, let him, at the same time, honestly admit, 
that to his own pay he adds, at the public charge, 
perquisites of considerable value, and which a col- 
league of his, [Mr. Perrixin,] on another occasion, 
pronounced, although I think by gross exaggera- 
tion, equal in amount to the per diem. Sir, the 
President is much rather to be justified in the use of 


„his furnished lodgings than the member in the en- 


joymeni of his perquisites; for the fatter may be re- 


fused, while the former, consistently With the ex- 


isting arrangements of the Government, cannot be 
declined, 

I regret, Mr. Chairman, that it necessary. for me 
to pursue this ungrateful subject further, I 
fear, io doing it, I shall exhaust the patience of the 
committee, But the member cavils with me for 
sustaining the appropriation, for. the salary of the 
gardener at the President’s square. In my remarks, 
on a former day, to which ke excepts, I.said that 
this bad been a usual appropriation for many years, 
and that I saw no new reason, a: t. is time, for its 
discontinuance. I have now in my hand a certifi- 
cate from the Commissioner of the Public Build- 


_ings, Showing that the gardener, the v. ry same in- 


dividual, with the same character of service, and at 
the same rate of compensation, has been in the em- 
ploy of the Government for the continuous peried 
of fifteen years, having been first engaged in 1825. 
I will read the certificate here, as notice that T shail 
offer it en the trial of. the issue between the mem- 
ber and myself before my constituents: 
“OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

“Jt appears from the books cf‘ this office that 
John Ousley was appointed gardener at the Presi- 
dent’s square on the Ist of August, 1825, at a re- 
gular salary of four hundred and fifty dollars per 
annum for his-services, He has received that sa- 


lary quarterly, up to the 31st December, 1839, and 


is at this time the gardener at the President’s square. 
Ce Pie “Ww. NOLAND.” 

‘In respect to the grounds about the President’s 

house, they, in common with those around the Ca- 
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itol, are, at all times, open to the puhjic. They 

ave been laid out and ornamented at the public 
charge, and if not now cared fcr by Congress, will 
soon become a neglected and unsightly waste. The 
President has no motive to the expense of their im- 
provement. Like the spacious walks and culti- 
vated borders of the beautiful enclosure within 
which we- are here situated, they are for the enjoy- 
ment of the people, and in the frequency of resort 
to them, and the freedom with which tbey are used, 
itis daily seen how little they are regarded as pri- 
vate. They are, indeed, accessible to all, and I 


would recommend to the member himself, at some - 


leasant eventide, to repair to this quiet retreat, 
and indulge in the meditation to which it invites. 
Agaia: It is made a heinous offence in me that, 
in addition to all which is now within and about 
the House, I gave notice that the committee of 
which I am a member would propose, at the pre- 
sent eession, a small appropriation for one of the 
rooms most frequently in use, and which is now 
entirely destitute of furniture. The bill which con- 
tains that appropriation has since been reported 
from the committee, and gives a few hundred dol- 
lars for the purchase of plain furniture, of Ameri- 
can manufactare, for the ante-room to the Presi- 
dent’s parlor. The member objects that this is al- 
‘together unnecessary, and the reason he assigns for 


this opinion is as siagular as the objection is extra- |; 
‘in the ante-rooms of princes,” | 
are kept standing until | 


ordinary in itself. 
- says the member, visiters 
they are admitted to an audience.” 
dressed this ‘committee, 
scribed this room as the apartment into which visit- 
-ers, whether for ceremony or biffsiness, were shown 
per to their introduction to the President. 
ere they dispose of their over garments, in all 
weather and seasons, and wait, if need be, the pre- 
vious engagements of the President; and in this 
room there is not the accommodation of a mirror, 
a table, or a chair. Whatever may be the forms 
observed in the courts of Europe, or the habit of 
princes in the treatment of their subjects-—of which 
I profess to be but poorly advised—it strikes me as 
hardly becoming that they should be quoted in Re- 
publican America as fit rales to be adopted for the 
regulation of intercourse between free, indepen- 
dent, entightened citizens, and their elective officers. 
The courts of Europe, forsooth! And such is the 
authority relied upon by this Whig from Pennsy!- 
vania for denying a chair to his.constituents and 
mine, jn the very house provided by the people for 
their own honur, axd in excuse for denouncing me 
for seeking to make provision for their more suita- 
- accommodation. Because the princes of Europe 
keep their vassals in servile wailing upon their 
pleasure, is that a reason why a Republican citizen 
of the United States should lack the comfort of a 
seat, while the President may be called from his ta- 
ble or his stady to offer him those courtesies to 
which every freeman is here entitled? It is not 
thas my Democracy teaches. The free citizens of 
a Republic are themselves sovereigns, and the mea- 
sure of their right and the respect which is their 
due are not to be looked for in the conventional 


When I ad- 


etiquette of courts, nor are they the boon of princes. | 


If the constituents of the member shall visit Wash- 
ingtou, and desire an introduction to the Chief Ma- 
gistrate, and he dare trast himself to accompany 
them to the “White House,” I venture to say he 
will be made sensible to the deficiency which th2 
committee propose to supply; and whatever may 
be his own views of subserviency to the customs of 
Europe, the indignant expression of reproof which 
he would hear from those to whom he should offer 
such an excuse for any want they might wit- 
- ness, would bring conviction to his mind that 
this was not the country of princes. What! bim- 


self a Whig, and propose a conformity to the — 


manners and customs of aristocraiic power—aping 
the fashions of a royal court? Himself professing 
to bea Republican, and condemn that which re- 
spect fora Republicaa people demandé? Sir, Ire- 
peat, this is a poor concern to be made the occa- 
sion of so mucb clumor. It hardly becomes the 
member, for such cause, to read homilies upon po- 
litical consistency to others. The inducement to his 
gratuitous labors may be found in the narrowness 
of his own views, rather than in a default of fide- 


| expenditar-s of the present 


on a former day, I de- | 
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lity elsewhere. He mistakes a small matter of mere 
business expediency for a great question of princi- 
ple. Mr. Chairman, lest, from the vehemence of 
his denunciation, any shou'd be led to suppose an 
abandonment of party by-me, I will even volun- 
teer a confession of faith; and I here profess, tes- 
tify, and declare, that I am no less a Whig than if 
I had never seen the Executive mansion; ay, that I 
am as much to be confided in for steadfast opposi- 
tion to the present Administration as though, like 
the member, I had the new born zeal of a convert 
from Jacksonism! Sir, I am as thoroughly op- 
posed to Mr. Van Buren as the member was de- 
voted, at one time, to his “ illustrious prede- 
cessor!” I regard the policy and leading measures 
of the Administration as hostile to the best interests 
of the people, and destructive of the prosperity of 
the country; and, as such, from the first, I have 
been their uncompromising opponent, and to the 
utmost of my power shall continue to resist them. 
But in this I have not, nor shall I demean myself, 
by indulging in hard names and coarse invectives 
against the high officers of Government. 

Mr. Chairman, I might now rest. It isnot my 
intention to enter into any defence of the propriety 
of the particular appropriations which, from time 
to time, have been made for the accommodation of 
the Chief Magistrate of the nation. Much less 
would I attempt a vindication of the prodiga. 
Administration. They 
have been extravagant and wasteful enough, in all 
conscience, and furnish an exhaustless theme for 
the severest animadversion. When I had the ho- 
nor óf addressing the committee, on a former day, 
I distinctly presented, in connection with the sub- 
ject now under discussion, some of the most crying 
‘abuses, in the construction of the public edifices in 
this city, the deceptive estimates, and irresponsible 
prefligate management of those who had direction 
of the woik, and, as I deemed, the wanton and 
lawless diversion of funds by the Executive, from 
other and more important objects, to their comple- 
tion. At the proper time, and on a suitable occa- 
sion, I shall be as prompt as another to take to task 
the Adminstration for any and all other of their 
misdoings. t 5 

There was one remark of the member from 
Pennsylvania made and dwelt upon: with appa- 
rent complacency, so extraordinary in itself, (I was 
about to say, so atrocious, te my mind, in the only 
application which can possibly be given to it,) that 
I cannot permit it to pass unnoticed. In referring 
to the furniture and cultivation of the grounds in 
the use of the President, the member said, ‘‘the 
receiver was as bad as the-——otber man.” Sir, 
we all know the words of the adage—“the receiver 
is as bad as the thief.” And who is the receiver, 
and who the thief? From the days of Washing- 
ton, through a long succession of illustrious men, 
every President of the United States, including the 
elder Adams, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, J.Q. 
Adams, Jackson, and the present incumbent, have 
received the benefit of a similaı provision in their 
official station. The house, the furnitare, the gar- 
den, and: the cultivated grounds have been alike 
the enjoyment of each, and at the public charge. 
It may be instructive to, this committee to te in- 
formed of the grants of Congress for some of these 
objects, during the several pericds of the respective 
administrations. l have now before me a state- 
ment, collated from official documents, of appro- 
priations for the purchase of furniture for each 
Presidential term, after the removal of the Seat of 
of Government to the Federal city. 

By a law of the 2d of March, 1797, just pre- 
vious to the commencement of the administration 
of «the elder Adams, Congress made the following 
appropriation: 

Proceeds of sale of old furniture, and so much 
cessary, not exceeding $14,000. 

Daring the Administration of Mr. Jefferson, 
appropriations amounted to $29,000. 

in that of Mr. Madison to $28,000. _ 

It was in this period that the house was sacked 
by the British upon their incursion into Washing- 
ton during the war, and the farniture, which, from 
the beginning, had cost the nation upwards of se- 
venty thousand dollars, was wholly destroyed. 


the 


in addition thereto, as the President may judge ne- | 


After the repair of the House, in the years 1817 
and 1818, during the administration of Mr. Mon- 
roe, the records show appropriations for refurnish- 
ing it to the aggregate amount of $50,000. 

In the administration of Mr. John Q. Adams, 
the grants amounted to $20,600. 
In that of General Jackson to $39,000; and 
In that of Mr. Van Buren, they have been, to 


: this time, $20,000. 


The statement from which I read gives the date 


T each law, and the precise appropriation un- 
; der it. 


Such, Mr. Chairman, are the sums—whether la- 
vish or not, I shall not stop to consider—which, 
from time to time, have been voted by Congress; 
and these are the “receivers” to whom the member 
refers—men who, for accepting the accommoda- 
tions provided by law for the office which they sus- 
tained, are charged with “robbing the Treasury and 
fleecing the People.” Thee are they of whom it 
is said “the receiver is as bad as the thief!” The 
elder Adams, the dauntless asserter of American 
freedom; Jefferson, the co-patriot of Adams, the 


| draughtsman of the Declaration of Independence, 


the great apostie of liberty, the very chief of De- 
mocrats; Madison, the champion of the Constitu- 
tion, the patriot statesman and sage; Monroe, the 
soldier of the Revolution, the brave defender of 
the Republic in the first war, the inflexible and un- 
compromising advocate of national honor, rights, 
and interests in the last: these are they who re- 
ceived the appropriations, and te whom the adage 


| is applied. Names deathless in fame, immortal 


in the history of their country’s renown! My ve- 
nerated colleague, too, the learned civilian, the ac- 
complished diplomatist, the incorruptible magis- 


‘twate, he who on this floor is the most fearless and 


faithful of the servants of the people, together with 
the Hero of New Orleans, “the greatest and the 
best,” and the more humble ‘follower in the foot- 
steps”—they also are within the obloquy of the 
same reproach. ; 

And who is the thief? The Congress of the 
United States, the Representatives of the people, in 
succession, through a series of more than forty 
years. These are the men who, by making the ap- 
propriations, in the sentiment of the member from 
Pennsylvania, PLUNDERED THE TREASURY AND 
ROBBED THEIR CONSTITUENTS! l3 there an indivi- 
dual within the sound of my voice whese cheek 
doe- not burn with indignation at the bare recital 
of the charge? Where were the sleepless sentinels 
of the people’s rights, the dragon guardians of the 
public chests, when these spoilers robbed it of its 
treasure? Was no arm raised for its protection? 
Search the journals of either House of Congress, 


| and neither voice nor vote is found against one of 


those appropriations. If they deserve the charae- 


| ter now attempted to be given them, how happens 


it that in forty years there has been no Tesistance to 
their passage? How happens it, indeed, that, in 
the last Congress, of which this Pennsylvanian, of 
more than Spartan virtue, was a member, no oppe- 
sition was offered to grants precisely similar to those 
contained in the present bill? They passed with- 
out objection then. pon 
(Mr. Oare. No; a member near me says he ob- 
jected.} 
Mr. Linc:tn. Who isthe man? I heard of no 
dissentient. If any had the virtue, at that time, to 
think it wrong, he had not the courage to make it 
known. Where isthe recorded vote at a call even 
for a division upon the question. Sir, the truth is, 
such grants were thought proper upon the original 
consideration of them, and subsequently they have 
been of course and usual. If the people will no 
longer approve them, Congress must refer back, by 
legislation, to their uecasion; dispose of the ‘White 
House;” send the forniture to auction; and leave 
the President to provide for himself his place of 
residence and means of accommodation. When 
this shall appear to be the judgment of the people, 
I shall be found among the last to withstand their 
will. 
There is another topic upon which the member 
has harped loud and long—the style and fashion of 
the articles which have been purchased uncer the 
appropriations. In my imperfectly reported re- 
marks, to which the member so frecly refers fora 


“eminent public services and distinguished 
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text to his folio annotations, with the reading of 
which, for hours, he has occupied the time of this 
committee, nota single article was particularly 
specified or justified by me. Wherefore, then, does 
he atiempt to make me responsible for such as he 
has chesen to designate, and for the extravagance 
of whicn, upon the fidelity of bis description only, 
he asks a sentence of condemnation? I did say, 
however, generally, I bave already to day repeated, 
and I now reiterate, that to a casual observer the 
forniture appears neither too rich nor too abundant 
for the size and magnificence of the mansion, nor 
too good for the use of the first representative of- 
ficerof a free and sovereign people. But of this I 


make no matter of personal controversy with the — 


member. I understand him now to say that he 
has never been at the house. 


How well, then, it | 


may comport with a becoming modesty, or sense of | 


justice even, to denounce unseen that which pru- 
dent and honorabie men have sanctioned, I leave 
for others to consider. He condemns the articles as 
the exhibition of aristocratic pride and splendor 
Well, sir, I defend not the purchase of these ar- 
ticles, but take my position behind the character of 
those by whose authority they were procured. I 
insist that whatever fault has been commit- 
ted is with those who furnished the means 
of such extravagance—if extravagance there 
be—with the Representatives of the people, 
who, again and again, under every Adminis- 


raïon, with a full knowledge of the manner ip || 
which the money would be expended, have voted 


the appropriations without restriction or qualifica- 
tion. I have shown that whatever reproach at- 
taches to the procurement and use of such furni- 
ture has been incurred by the head of each succes- 
sive Administration. If, indeed, the fashion of “the 
House bea display of regal splendor, stern and 
sound Republicans have been betrayed into this 
foolish error. 

Thomas Jefferson was once accounted a plain 
and urpretending Democrat, and passed, in his 
day, for an unostentativus Chief Magistrate, and 
yet we have seen that the sum of $29,000 was ex- 
pended for farniture during the period of his Presi- 
dency; and this, too, inaddition to the $14,000 pre- 


‘viously granted to his immediate predecessor. The 


purity and Republican simplicity of Mr. Madison’s 
life and manners have never, to this time, been 
questioned; yet to the $43,000 before appropriated, 
$28,080 more were added to the royal pageantry in 
the eight years of his Administration. Col. Mon- 
roe, too, was he a vainglorious aristocrat? He has 
the credit, ia history, at least, of having resisted to 


blood, in the Revolutionary conflict, a Government - 


of royal pride and arrogance, and by alifedevoted to 
his country, contributed as largely as any other to 
the establishment and support of institutions of 
equal rights and political equality; yet, in his ad- 
ministration, a greater expenditure was made-in re- 
farnishing the house, after the late war, than under 
a!l his predecessors. What say you, Mr. Chair- 
‘man, of my venefable colleague? Is he not a good 
Whig in principle, and a plain Republican in man- 
nets? And yet he received whatever benefit re- 
suited from the appropriation of $20,000, daring 
the four years of his Presidency, added to the large 
expenditure made by Colonel Monrve. But think 
you my honorable colleague would have consented 
to this, with a consciousness that it was intended 
for mere empty display? or that, by doing it, in the 
language of the member, he was robbing the Trea- 
sury and fleecing the people? Sir, my colleague 
has no occasion to make professiofs of honesty or 
Tespect for the rights of the people, to entitle his 
course of official action to the confidence due to 
l tivate 
virtue. Of all men, he would be the last to indulge 
in mattérs of ostentation and vain show. 

{Mr. Oarz. I deny that either Adams or Monroe 
ever had such trampery as Van Baren ] 

Mr.Lincotn. And I undertake io say that, dur- 
ing the Presidency of Mr. Monroe, more “tram- 
pery,” as the member is pleased to term it, was car- 
ried into the Presidential mansion, than under every 
other Administration, to this time, put together. 

Mr. Chairman, it was not my wish to enter at 
all into this subject. ‘But upon the denial of the 


member now, I feel bowind to refer the committee to 


the fact, apparent upon the bills, that many of the 
very. articles which have been ‘pointed out as 
most objecticnable, were purchased from the ap- 
propriation of $50,000 in the time of Mr. Monroe. 
In point of truth, they were procured by him, and 
for his own account, while Minister in France, 
and were afterwards taken for the Government, by 
appraisal, on his accession to the chair of State. 
Ay, sir, this fameus golden plateau, and most of 


these gold spoons, and knives, and forks, and ; 
vases, which have so bewildered the imagination of | 


the member, and shocked the simple virtue of his 
heart, were the purchase of the Republican Mon- 
roe! And, in application to these even, there isa 
lesson of infancy, which may profitably be remem- 


bered, that “all is not gold which glitters;” for, if ` 
Iam not greatly misinformed, the plateau, and ` 


spoons, and knives, and forks, are but silver gilded, 
and the golden vases but china painted ! 

But the monstrous extravagance of such things! 
exclaims the member. 
amount of these appropriations? he inquires. Sir, 
I have not peered into the windows of the palace, 
or moused through the kitchen or the garret, to see 
whether the people have got their money’s worth in 
the purchases which have been made. This is not 
the province of the committee of whichI am a 


; member; nor, if it were, would I perform the ser- 


vice. Does it require, he asks, such large amounts 
for mere plain and necessary furniture? No, sir, 
no; nor is itto be supposed that, by the large ap- 
propriations which have been made from time to 


| time, Congress could intend the purchases should 
| be so restricted. 


Simple, indeed, must he be (I 
had almost said a fool) who could imagine that, 
in the authority of an outlay of fifty thousand dol- 
lars, as in the case of Mr. Monroe, or of twenty 
thousand dollars, as in the administration of Mr. 


. Adams, or thirty thousand, as in that of General 


Jackson, or twenty thousand’for Mr. Van Buren, 
the ornamental was to be excluded. The schecules 
which the member exhibits may well excite his 
wonder. I know nothing of their fidelity. But the 
earpets and the curtains, the candlesticks and the 
candelabras, the ottomans and the divans, the ta- 


_ bles, mahogany and marble, the tabourets (tabby 
cats, in the member’s nomenclature) were all 


doubtless in the estimates. They may be names of 
startling sound to an unpractised ear, but they are 
things of use and no uncommon appearance in ma- 
ny a private parlor. 

One thing, above all, seems to have created 
amazement with the member. He has found, in 
his manly and dignified research, an invoice of 


“cups and saucers,” which were in the closets of -|f 


Mr. Adams; and he cries out with astonishment at 
their number. What the need, he demands, of so 
many dozens of cups and saucers? Sir, I will tell 
the member. They were wanted for a purpose 
which he could never conjecture—the hospitable 
entertainment of visiters and friends. They werea 
means, among others, of offering the courtesies of 
place to those who called upon the President as the 
Representative of the people. They were used for 
the refreshment of tke nation’s guests. To such as 
witnessed the noble hospitality of my honorabie 
colleague, in his high official station, it need not be 
told how entirely the accommodations of the heuse 
were made but mere appliances to his personal li- 
berality. Sir, I advise the member to study better 
the manners of the past, before he prescribes a rule 
of conduct for the future. The public residence of 
the Piesident of the United States has been, and 
shouid ever continue, the seat of a geaerous hospi- 


- tality; and representing as I doa free-hearted and 


liberal constituency, the incumbent in office, who- 
ever he may be, shall never find in my vote an ex- 
cuse for its neglect. If General Harrison shall 
succeed to the octupancy of the White House, as I 
trust he may, and which I shall labor as zealously 
as any one to effect, my speech shall furnish no ar- 
gament for leavicg him there with only the won 
out aud cast-off furniture of his predecessor. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank the member that he has 
left uš in no doubt of the cause of his grievous 
compiainis in these matters. I understand him to 
say that he was one of those who joined in the no- 
torious East Room clamor; and by reason of the 


imputed extravagance of my venerable colleague, 


in the purchase of a billiard table, some cues and 
chessmen, at the cost of a few dollars, assisted in 
displacing one Administration, which taxed the 
Treasury but twelve millions a year, to introduce a 
dynasty which now requires more than thrice-told 
that amount for its annual expenditure. If for 
such cause he would hurl from place one of the 
most pure and faithful patriots that ever served 
the country, there can be no surprise at the wea- 
pons he has chosen with which to assail the men 
now in power. The member once belonged to the 
school of these same political reformers, and much 


_ I fear, in the fault of his early lessons, gives less 
` heed, at this time, to the alarming principles and 


What is done with the vast ;: 


: per to expose his blunders 


flagrant misdoings of a vicious Administration, 
than personal attention to a microscopic search for 
minor - defects in the boastful economy of its dis- 
bursements. Sir, I solemniy protest against these 
things being brought into the politics of the day. 
Toey can be made to have no just or proper bear- 
ing there. It may seer to us that the salary of the 
President is too high, and the house and its append- 
ages too splendid and costly; but they were the ap- 
peintments of wiser and better men than ourselves, 
in the purer days of the Republic, and they have 
been sustained and enjoyed as the measure of every 
Administration, and in turn by all parties. For 
myself, I am free to confess that, were they ut this 
time or.ginal provisions, with present experience, I 
should be the advocate of neither. But while the sa~ 
lary continues and the house remains, I will not 
consent that the President shall hoard the one or 
live like a recluse and niggard in the other. 

But one word more, Mr. Chairman, and I have 
done. If, in sustaining the appropriations to which 
exceptions have been taken, I differ in judgment 
from others, it is because I regard the original de- 
sign of the Government in the arrangement which 
requires them, and not that I advocate extravagant 
grants, or have the slightest reference to the benefit 
of their recipient. Of the particular mannerein 
which the money has been expended, I pretend to 
know nothing, and I have said nothing. With 
Mr. Van Buren personally, 1 have nought to do. 
Upon his temper and bearing, his habits and man- 
ner of living, in private, and with those of his fa- 
mily, whether at home or at the Court of Queen 
Victoria, the member may as freely descant as his 
taste shall prompt, or the patience of others bear, 
without reply or heed from me. To Mr. Van 
Buren politically, and to his Administration, I am 
opposed upon other, and, I trust, higher grounds 
than those which are taken in the speech ef the 
member-—upon the broad grounds of constitutional 
principies, national interests, and the people’s 
rights; and ‘I shall continue that opposition until it 
shall end in the restoration of the supremacy of law 
and representative government over Executive 
usurpation and power. 

Mr. Chairman, for the indulgence of the com- 
mittee in their kind attention to what I have had to 
say, I pray leave to return my sincere thanks. For 
detaining them, alter the» fatigues of a long sitting, 
to so late an hour in Ae evening, I owe them an 
humble apology. i EN 


MR. UNDERWOOD, 
OF KENTUCKY. 

In the House $f Representatives, July 13, 1840—On the 
oposed to the bill forthe support of the army, . 
priatifg 300,000 to carry on the military operations in 


remarkabl¢ growing out of the bill and amendment under eon- 
sideratiopfand the debate connected with them. The firet was, 
the late Mriod of the session when these subjects were brought 


‘wp; and the second was, the character of the debate in eriticiz- 


ing the conduct of the officers of the army. He àid not object 
to the criticisms which gentlemen had made. He regarded it 
the duty of members, when called en to vóte the necessary sup- 
plies, to inquire whether they were likely to be managed by 
faithful and competent officers, and honesgly applied to the ob- 
jects intended. It was proper to lock into past transactions, as 
they constituie the basis on which fhe judgment reposes in 
coming to its conclusiors in regard to future operations; and if 
in the survey of the past we find that any one of our military 
commanders is deficient inskillor bravery, or in any respect 
unworthy of the station ned him, it is certainly Pie 
id discountenance the idea of his 
urther employment. But, in doing this. we should proceed 
with very great caution, We should remember that bat few 
members of į were in fact mililary men, however they 
may have nore with military litles. It had been 
facetiously said that we were all colonels or generals, and of 
course well qu to decide the merits of military move. 
ments. Howeverthat maybe, our constituents have reposed 
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confidence in us; and, in conducting their affairs as the grand 
inquest of the nation, it is our duty to examine every thing, and 
then publish for their information and ultimate correction 
whatever abuses we may detect. There isno greater abuse 
than that of omitting to expose unfaithful or incompetent 
officers; and if members can detect glaring errore in the cam- 

igna of our generals, er show that their conduct in a moral 
point of view has been such that they ought notto be trusted, it 
1s their duty to do it. 


cantion. 

Those whom we assail are not here to defend themselves 
against our imputations; and that consideration will induce a 
man of honorable sentiments and elevated character not to 
attack the private or official reputation of any one unless upon 
the clearest convictions of duty, 

The officers of our army, and especially the commanders of 
our forces in Florida, are charged with the performance of very 
arduous and responsible duties, involving the lives of thou- 
sands and the protection of the property and firesides of tens 
of thousands. Like ourselves, the soldier feels the value of 

_ reputation, and is stimulated to noble achievements by the plau- 
dits of his countrymen. Who among them would continue in 
the service for the mercenary consideration of pay and rations 
alone? If there be sucha one, he will disgrace the epaulets 
upon hia shoulders ov the first occasion. Sir, the true soldier 
pours out his blood and gives his life tor his country, because he 
w inspired by a love of glory and an ardent patriotism. Take 
these elevated sentiments from him, and he skulks from the 
field of battle, loses the enterprise and noble bearing of a hero, 
and contents himself with the sensualities of a brute. Sir, 
we shall be responsible for the ruin of the army if we degrade 
the character of our generals unjustly. No man of proper 

irit will command your armies, if Congress or ita members 
uld endeavor to bring him into contempt. It is cruel to the 
individual, but for the sake of the nation I implore members 

‘not to strike at the reputation of our generals, unless they are 

certain that their charges are well founded. 


Again, sir, the reputation of the country is toa great extent | 


identified with our army and navy, and he who unjustly depre- 
ciates the character of the gallant men who fight our battles, de- 
tracts fromthe reputation of the Republic. 

It is my purpose to submit some remarks in vindication of 
Gen. Jesup against charges which, on former occasions, as well 
as now, upon this floor and through the public prints, have been 
reiterated insthim. Before doing so, however, I must say, 
that we exhibit to the country, and especially to the good people 
of Florida, a spectacle which I fear will be regarded as not very 
creditable to ourselves. : 

We are now within a week of the close of the session. We 
have been here more than seven months; we have been in a 
etate of war with the Seminole Indians during the last five years; 
wo have heard through the newspapers the imploring cries of 
women and children, calling for protection against the toma- 
hawk and scalping knife, and yet we have postponed acting 
upon the measures proposed for the prosecution or the“termi- 
nation of the war, until we have but seven daysleft. Does 
this look like we were in any haste to stop the effusion of blood? 
Have our sensibilities been seared by a hot brand from the poli- 
ucal furnace? Can we spend weeks in making electioneering 
speeches, and scarcely give oneday to the consideration of the 
measures proper to be adopted with a view to close a murder- 
ous Indian war? Well may the gentleman from Florida [Mr. 
Downe) complain that the Territory he so ably represents 
has not recaived that consideration which the circumstances in 
which she ts placed so imperatively require. Well may he 
suppose that, if she had votes to give in the next Presidential 
election, her situation would receive more prompt consideration. 
But, even when we take up the army bill, and it is proposet to 


appropriate $300,000 for the service in Fiorida and to discharge ` 


arrearages, how do we g0 into a eonsideration of the subject? 
Why, sir, instead of preparing to make war upon the Indiars, 
we attack our own generals, and attempt to bring them and their 
operations into disgrace; and, in this war against our military 
commanders, General Jesup has been exposed to a full share of 
the hottest fire. Would that he were allowed to repel the as- 
sauli in his own person. But he must remain silent. He has 
done all that wag in his power to place his conduct fairly be- 
fore his countrymen, but go far no opportunity has been afforded 
him to vindicate himself aga mit repeated assaults. Sir, he au- 
thorized me to say to Congress, years ago, that he courted in- 
vestigation by any committee that might be appointed to investi- 
his conduct in the campaigns againet the Southern Indians, 
and I did in my place, on this floor, make known his willingness 
to meet such investigation. Since his return from Florida, he 
-has asked a court of inquiry, but none has been ordered. Thus, 
whilst he has manifested a commendable anxiety to meet his 
accusers in any legitimate mode, no steps have been taken to, 
organize a committee or a court of inquiry to ascertain the facts. 
His reputation is thus made to suffer, by attacks for political 
purposes, through a thousand channels, when, if the real truth 
was known, the country would perceive very litle, ifany thing 
ja-his conduct worthy of censure, and much to admire. 
. @en.. Jesup is no partisan in politics. Ihave often heard 
him say that he never gave a vote in his life,except on courts 
martial. He ia a soldier, and the servant of his country, and 
does not interfere with the scrambles of politicians for civil 
offices. He is no brawler in applauding or condemning the mea- 


sures of any Administration. If he expresseas an opinion, it is - 


modestly, yet firmly done; and as Jong and as intimately as I 
have known him, T have never detected the least disposition on 
his part to place any one in unfavorable or odious aspects in the 
eyes of others. - ; 

The two charges of most serious consequence to the reputa- 
_tion of Gen. Jesup are: first, that he intrigued for command, 
and with a view to supplant Gen. Scott in the confidence of the 
late President, Gen. Jackson; and, second, that he violated his 
„own principles, so elog uertly expressed in the Jetter read by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. BIDDLE,) disgraced himself, 
and tarnished the reputation of the country by making captives 
of Oceola and others who approached his camp under a fiag of 
truce. : 

A plein tals will put down both charges. 

On the 20th of May, 1€36, the following general order issued, 
assigning Gen, Jesup te command in the Creek country: 
GENERAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 

No. 32. Washington, May 20, 1986. 

1. Brevet Major Gen. Thomas S. Jesup has Been assigned by 

- the President to duty according to his brevet rank, and to take 
command of the troopsof the United States, and the militia that 


may be ordered and called into service, to suppress the hostili. - 


. But, in the discharge of this delicate : 
duty, there is every inducement to proceed with the utmost | 


tee undér which the Blair letter was written. 


tiea of the Creek Indians. Gen. Jesup will accordingly preceed 
to Fort Mitchell, Alabama, and there assume command and the 
direction of affairs in that quarter. 

2. The several departments of the staff will comply with such 
requisitions as Gen. Jesup may make upon them. 

x By order: R. JONES, Adjutant General. 

At the cate of this order, Gen. Scott wasin command in Flo- 
rida. Gen. Jesup left Washington city on the night of the 2Ist 
of May, in the steamboat; and so sudden was his departure, 
that IF knew nothing of his intention to go, until after he was 
gone, although 1 was then a member of Congr and in the 
city. I am confident that Gen. Jesup’s departure for the Creek 


country could rot have been long agitated previous to the date | 
of the order, because my intimacy with him was such that he : 
wauld have mentioned to me his intentions; and because I had . 


been many years his agent for the transaction of business in 
Kentucky, some of which remained unsettled when he left, and 
about which he ought to have piven me instructions before his 
departure; and which I believe he wouid have done, had he not 
been, unexpectedly to himself, ordered to the South. My igno- 
rance, under these circumstances, of his being ordered to the 
Soutn, until after he was gene, convinces me that he did not 
seek the service, and that his departure was the act of obedience 
to the commands of the President, suddenly given. But sup- 

ose he had sought active employment in the field, docs his go- 
ing to the Creek country show any disposition to interfere with 
Gen. Scott, then in Florida? The one might weil have conduct- 
ed operations against the Creeks, whilst the other led our forces 
against the Seminoles. There was no prospect of interference 
between them when Genera! Jesup teft Washington. But it is 
said that General Jesup poisoned the mind of General Jackson 
against General Beath atter the latter retired from Florida, and 
assumed the shief directton of the operations against the 
Creek Indians. The letter written by General Jesup to F. P. 
Blair is relied on as the evidence. It may be that that letter 
did increase General Jackson’s distrust of General Scott’s abili- 
ty to conduct military operations against the enemy with suc- 
cess. But, sir, General Jackson’s mind had been operated upon 
long before the Blair letter was written; and he had actually 
directed that an order should be issued commanding General 
Scott “to withdraw from the command in Florida; which or- 
der was issued, bearing date the 1st of June, 1836, and may be 
found printed on page 476 of volume 3d of Execuuve Docu- 
ments, of the 25th Congress, 2d session. This order of the 
President was founded on a letter addressed by Joseph M. 
White, the delegate from the Territory of Florida, to the Pre- 


i sident, bearing date the 28th of May, 1836, requesting that 


General Scott might be “immediately relieved from the com- 
mand,” and assigning reasons for the request not at all credi- 
table to General Scott’s military character. This letter may be 
found beginning on the same page of the same volume of Ex- 
ecutive Documents. Justice to General Scott requires me to 
statethat Mr. White subsequently explained or retracted the 
charges contained in thig letter of the 23th of May, so far as the 
General’s “military operations” were affected. A letter of Mr. 
White, dated 13th December, 1836, may be found on page 479 
of the same volume of documents, in which he refers to a pre- 
vious letter on the subject, printed in the Intelligencer. To 
show the true state of these letters, orders, &c. I will read to 
the committee a recgnt report made by the Adjutant General to 
General Macomb,at_the request of General Jesup. It is as 
ollows: 


ÅDJUTANTGENERAL’S OFFICE, 6 


; _. Washington, February 12, 1840, 

Sir: In compliance with the instructions of the retary of 
War, to report upon the subject of General Jesup’s letter of the 
7th instant, addressed to the honorable Secretary, requesting to 
be informed “whether Mr. White, late delegate from Florida, 
ever withdrew his letter (addressed to the President) asking for 
the recal! of General Scott, and requesting an inquiry into his 
conduct; and, ifso, what was the action of the Executive, if 
any, on the subject?” Ihave to state that all 1 know touching 
the matter of inquiry is the fact that the letter of the Hon. Mr. 
White, dated May 28, 1836, to the President of the United States, 
the same referred to by General Jesup, is now on file in the 
Adjutant General’s office; that it was received there the 3d of 
June, 1836, and is endorsed by the President as follows; “A 
copy of this Ictter to be sent to General Scott, with an order to 
withdraw from the command in Florida, A. J.” 

By the endorsement made in the War Office, to wit, “Bee let- 
ter to Gen. Scott, June 1, 1835,” itis presumed that a record 
ofthe same may be found on the books inthe office of the Re- 
cretary of War. mei 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
; R. JONES, Adjutant General. 

Major Genera! Macoms. . È 

Thus it is placed beyond all controversy that General Scott 
in consequence of complaints made by Mr. White, was ordere 
to “withdraw,” in the endorsement made by the President; or, 
inthe more modest or less offensive language of the acting 
Secretary of War, C. A. Harris, in his letter of the let of June, 
1836, told, “ander these circumstances, the President deems it 


unnecessary for you toreturn to the command in Florida.” . 


General Jesup’s letter to F. P. Blair was not written until the 
2th June, 1836. When White’s letter was written, General 
Jesup was on his road to assume the command in the Creek 
country, and could not possibly know any thing in regard to 
that letter, much less be the instigator of it. The conclusion 
from all the foregoing facts is irresistible, that Genera! Jesup 
had nothing to do with any movement calculated to reflect dis- 
credit upon General Scott in consequence of his operations in 
Florida prior to the Blair letter. 

Now, sir, I wish to exhibit the circumstances to this commit- 
1am much de- 
ceived if the documentary evidence I shall present does not es- 
tablish a complete justification in the feelings of every honora- 
ble bosom for the contents of that letter. ‘ would have ad- 
dressed the letter, had I beenin General Jesup’s situation, di- 
rectly tothe President; but if the contents of a paper be. justi- 
fiable, it is rather an immaterial issue to cavil about the 
channel of communication. 1 will not stop to harp upon that 
matter. . 

Geneml Jesup issued orders to his army, regulating the po- 
sition of the several corps and the line of march, omthe 11th 
June, 1836, in the general order which follows: 

ORDER, HEAD QUARTERS, 2d ARMY CORPS, 
No. 3. Tuskegee, Junel!, 1836. 

1- The army will march to-morrow morning at 7 o’clock, in 
three colamns. The centre column will consist of the baggage 
train, the artillery, anda front and rear baggage guard. The 
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right and left columns will be extended into file, and will each 
consist of three troops of mounted men, and two companies of in. 
fantry. Two troops of mounted men will lead each column 
followed by two companies of infantry, and a troop of mounted 
“men will complete the column in the rear. 

2. Flankers will be detached from tho troops and companies 
respectively to the right and left. The mounted men in front, 
with one company of infantry of each column, will constitute 
the first line in the order of battle, if the enemy appear in 
front; the remaining companies will form the rear line, or re- 
serve. 

3. Should an attack be made in the rear, one company of 
infantry of each column, with the mounted men in the rear, 
will form the line of battle; the remaining companies and troops 
will form the reserve. Should an attack be made on the right 


‘+ orjeft, those columns will respectively form the line of battle 


and the reserve. 

4. Theseventh troop will, until Capt. Young joins the army, 
form the advance, and the fifth company of infantry will ‘form 
a covering party in the rear. 3 

5. The mounted men will form in the centre or on the flanks 
in line of battle, according to the nature of the ground and the 
orders ofthe General. s 

6. A corps of pioneers will be fermed as Maj. Gen. Patterson 
may direct. 

7. Maj. Gen. Patterson will detach a company to garrison 
this post. Detailed instructions will be given to the captaia by 
the acting adjutant general. , 

8. The Indian warriors under Gen. Woodward will march 
with the army until Opotheolo’s warriors arrive, when thry 
will be detached to join Gen. Scott. They will wear white scarfs 
on their left arms, and white bands around their heads. They 
will scour the country in front, in the rear, and on the flanks, 
and perform such other services as the General commanding 
may direct. 

9. The officers and soldiers of the army are desired to 
treat the friendly chiefs and warriors with kindness and at- 
tention. 

By command of Major General Tanp. 

R. P. PARROTT, Acting Adj. Gen. 

In sixteen days, hostilities with the Creek Indians were at an 
end. The skill and energy of Jesup had triumphed. The hos- 
tiles surrendered to him; and on the 27th June he addressed his 
army in the following general order: f 

HEAD-QUARTERS, SEconD Army Corps, S. A. 
Fort Mitchell, June 27, 1836. 

1. The Major General Commanding congratulates the troops 
under his command upon the success which has attended their 
operations during the present campaign. Though no brilliant 
action has been achieved, peace and security have been restored 
tothe country. The Major General, in the course of twenty- 
eight years’ service, has commanded every variety of troop: 
and in every possible situation incident to peace and war, an 
he can say with truth, and he says it with pride and pleasure, 
that he has never seen any body of men animated by a more ad- 
mirable spirit than the volunteers which he commands. Call- 
ed suddenly from the comforts and endearments of home tothe 
defence of a bleeding frontier, they put off the character of the 
citizen and assumed that of the soldier, with a promptitude 
worthy of vetevans; andthey have submitted to the privations, 
exposure, and fatigue of a rapid and difficult march through a 
wilderness occupied by a savage foe, under the most trying 
circumstances, with a cheerfulness, alacrity, and gallantry, 
which proves that they left their homes determined to do their 
duty. They haye performed their duty in the hest possible 
manner, and deserve the gratitude of their country. In the 
name ofthat country, the Major General thanks them; and for 
himself he begs Major General Patterson and the officers and 
soldiers of his command, to accept his grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the kind and liberal support which they have on ail 
occasions accorded to hiin. 

2. Major General Patterson will move his command, by easy 
marches, to Long’s, where he will encamp and await orders. 
Bubaistenóe and forage will be drawn from the depot at Tuse 

egee. 

By command of Major General Jesup: 
R. P. PARROTT, Acting Adj. General. 

Genera) Jesup commenced his march from ‘Tuskegee, on the 
waters of the Tallapoosa river, in Alabama, and mar 
through the wilderness in the direction of Fort Mitchell, on the 
Chattahoochee, in the neighborhood of which place General 
Scott was operating. His headquarters were at Columbus, 
Georgia, about ten miles above Fort Mitchell, and on the oppo- 
site side of the river. i 

Under date of the 15th of June, General Jesup commenced a | 
letter to General Scott, which was not finished before the 16th, at 
the “Big’ Spring,” within fourteen miles of Fort Mitchell. In 
this letter General Jesup-telis General Scott that a detachment 
of Indien warriorg had captured Nehomico (Enea Mathla) and 
his son on the evening of the 15th; that they were then prison- 
ers in his camp and that he should move on Mehomico’s (Ena 
Mathla’s) camp the next day, to wit, the 17th. The concluding 
paragraph pf the letter says: “IfI should not obtain supplies at 
Nehomico’s(Enea Mathla’s) camp, I shall probably be compel- 
ied to fall back on Fort Mitchell, or to a position near it.”’* 

On the 17th General Jesup wrote a short note to General 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE SouTH, 
Columbus, (Ga.) June 17, 1896. 

Sim: [have this moment received your two letters of the [5th 
and 17th inst. I aw infinitely astonished and distressed to hear 
of your near a proach, and in a starving condition, to Fort 
Mitchell. You knew that Jour forces were not wanted there. 
Scott, in the following words: : 

“GENERAL: I find that'we have less than two daye’ rations, in 
addition to two days’ rations in the hands of the men. Whether 
successful or not against the force of Neho Enrathla, I shall be 
compelled to go to Fort Mitchell. Can you give us provisions 
and com there? By all means do so. 1 have an Indian force 
which will enable you to drive the whole country. i 


ours, THOS. 8, JESUP. 

General Scorz, Columbus.” = 7 

Up to the writing of this letter, there is not a letter or lable 
to be found evidencing the slightest want: of respect on the part 
of General Jesup to his superior in rank, General Scott. 

Now, sir, let me call your attention to a leiter of General 
Scott, in reply to those ofthe 16thand 17th from Genora) Jeaup. 
It is in these words: d 


*I am informed that, through mistake, the document J con- 
sulted has the name of Nehomico in print, when it should have 
been Enea Mathla. 
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jies could reach Irwinton from New 

Orieans earlier than the 2lst inxant, if so soon; and you knew, 

by ny letter of the lOth, that nothing had arrived as high as 
a 


You knew that no sup; 


wkinaville, upon the Ockmulgee, and, consequently, nothing 
could have reached this place by the present date from that ri- 
yer. [also ought to add, that you knew, when you leit here, 
that the troops, daily increasing, were living from hand ta mouth 
on the precarious supplies of the neizhborhcod. Under these 
circumstances, imagine my astonishment to learn that, instead 
of marching the disposable force of Alabama upon Irwinton, 
with subsistence for at least ten or five days in advance, to hear 
that you had come through the heart of the Indian country, 
geeking private adventures, which, if successful, could hardly 
have advanced the war, and agiinst my known plan of opera. 
tions, to Fort Mitchell, forty-five miles out of position! Itis 
precisely General Games`s movement upon Fort King, where 
there Was no subsistence; and there is none, as you ought to 
have known, at Fort Mitchell. My griefand distress are atthe r 
utmost height. This strange movement you have made with- 
out giving me the slightest notice. Yot had not informed me— 
you do not even now tell me that you are in command of the 
‘Alabamians; and your last letter, of the 8th instant, stated that 
it was doubtful whether you would ever be invested with that 
command All thisia infinitely strange, and was the last thing 
in the world that was expected from you. 

Well, to prevent starvation, I have called for the Quarter- 
master and Commissary, and demanded of them what rations 
and forage they could supply. Lieutenant Waite, the Quarter- 
master, has, With great difficulty, provided some cern for my 
movement at the head ofthe Georgians, on the 2ist or 221; and 
Lieut McCrabb has just nearly exhausted the market to obtain 
two or three days’ rations for the troops already at Fort Mit- 
chell. Atthe risk of starving the troops on the river, (the Geor- 
giane and regulars,) I have ordered the Quartermaster to send 
you five hundred bushels of corn, and the Commissary to move 
heareu and earth to send two or three days’ subsistence for the 
troops brought with you. To prevent, however, all further 
erratic movements, I desire you to encamp your forces some- 
where in the neighborhood of Fort Mitchell till further orders, 
or until I can see you. We will keep your forces, and those 

viously on the river, from starving, if possible, till the arri- 
val ofthe Ockmul!gee supplies, which, I suppose, will precede 
those from New Orleans by some days. 

The first, and one of the worst effects of your arrival will be to 

vent a movement of the Georgians and regulars as early as 
intended; the former have pushed their impatience for active 
operations almost to a state of mutiny; a result which I may 
not be able to prevent, if they should learn that the arrival of 
the Alabamians is to hold them ina state of inglorious inacti- 
vity many days longer. 

Í wrote to you yesterday, and despatched the letter by a run- 
ner from Fort Mitcheti. 1 shalt endeavor to visit Fort Mitchell 
w-norrow or the next day. 

Though in grief, I still remain yours, with great regard, 

WINFIELD SCOTT 
Maj. Gen. T. S. Jesup, 


United States Army, Commanding, &c. 

P. S. Some wagons with subsistence are despatched to-night, 
but cannot arrive, [learn from Mr. Waite, till to-morrow morn- 
ing. Same corn (250 or 300 bushels) will be down by 10 0’clock 
to-morrow in the boat. 

I ask you, air, ifa more unprovoked and insulting letter was 
ever written by acommander-in chief to a subordinate officer? 
“Jam infinitely astonished and distressed to hear of your near 
approach, ina starving condition, to Fort Mitchell!” Very lit- 
We like starvation, when each man had two days’ rations in 
hand, and nearly as much more in store. “You knew this,” 
“you knew that,” “you knew the other thing;” and, with all 
this knowledge, you “have come through the heart of the Indian 
country, seeking private adventures, which, if successful, could 
hardly have advanced the war, and against my known plan of 
operations, to Fort Mitchell, forty-five miles out of position.” 

ell, sir, Fam glad to find my friend “out of position,” “in the 
heart of the Indian country.” When a General is to fight In- 
diaas, he can do nothing better than to march right through the 
heart of their country. If he wantsa fight, he is very apt to 
find one by tiking that course. I admire such “private adven- 
tares.” They generally, asin this instance with Jesup, turn 
out public blessings. “To prevent, however, all further erra- 
tic movemeats, I desire you to encamp your forces somewhere 
ia the neighborhood of Fort Mitchell, till further orders, or un- 
til ican see you.” Notwiths anding this order, Jesup went on, 
Ibelieve, with his “erratic movements” until the hostiles sur- 
rendered, and the war wasat anend. He may have been ame- 
nableto acourt martial for disobedience; but lam well assured 
that he had come to the determination to sacrifice himself,sooner 
than ses the interests of the country sacrificed. In doing this, 
he had to select between degradation and infamy, in case of 
failure, on the one hand, and the prospect of forgiveness, in 
case of success, on the other. It requires the highest moral 
courage toact between euch alternatives. Jesup hasit. He 
had seen the necessity for its exercise when a stripling at the 
surrender of Hull; and, secure in the approbation of his own 
conscience, he selected between the possible loss of his commis- 
sion and the interests of his country. He was eminently suc- 
cessful; J have faith in the purity of his motives; and there- 
fore] call on hia countrymen to forgive him for not encamping 
his army and waiting for “further orders.” Had Gen. Scott 
been present, Jesup would not mutinously have refused obe- 
dience; but, as Gen. Srotv’s headquarters were at Columbus, 
Jesup kept his army in motion until his objects were accom- 


p . 5 
But, sir, I am not done with the correspondence between 
these distinguished Generals, which led to the Blair letter. 
Pa ihe 17th June, General Jesup wrote to General Scoit as 
w3: 


oe 


HEADQUARTERS, SEconp ARMY Corps, 
Camp on waters of the Hatchychubby, 
i June 17, 1836. 

Geirar: I have this instant received your letter of yester- 
day. I regret that my operations have met your disapproba 
tion; vut they were commenced, and have been continued, for 
` the purpose of staying the tomahawk and scalping-knife, and 
Preventing the devastation of entire scttlements or neighbor- 
heods on the frontier; they have had the effect of tranquilizing, 
in some measure, the frontier people, and of inducing them to 
Temain at their homes. I regret the censure implied in your 
remarks, because it is unmerited. Iacted in accordance with 
“what I believed to be the spirit of your instructions; but, even 
‘Were my conduct in direct sition to your instructions, 
Given at a former period, the altered circumstances of the coun- 
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try are, I should think, a full justification. I consider itso; for 
I have none of that courage that would enable me to remain 
inactive when women and children are daily falling beneath the 
blows of thesavage. Writing in the open field, while Iam in- 
terrupted every moment by matters of detail of every kind, 
even to the placing of a wagon, I cannot now explain the re- 
marks in my letter which you have considered so “enigmati- 
cal,” further than to say, in justice to Governor Clay, that he 
made no opposition to my assuming command, but made every 
effort to sustain me; and to add that, if successful in my pre- 
sent operations, I shall owe much of that success to his able 
arrangements. The troops, or rather a part of them, were op- 
posed, not to me personally, but to any officer of the United 
States taking command of them; and Í would take command 
of militia and volunteers on no other terins than their consent. 
T would restgn my commission first, 

Fam cow within five miles of Enea Mathia’s camp, with 
twelve companies of volunteers and four or five hundred Indian 
warriors; eleven hundred warriors, under Opotheola, will joln 
to-night, and perhaps five hundred volunteers from Alabama. 
made such arrangements for the defence of the settlements in 
my rear that I feel assured of their entire security. I would 
have struck the enemy to-night but for your letter. [fhe is not 
struck to-morrow mornirg, he will escape for the present; but 
the force Ihave in the field is sufficient to pursue and reduce 

im 

With every disposition to perform their duty, the volunteers 
and militia are necessarily extremely irregular in their returns, 
&c. 1am not, therefore, able tosend you a return in form of 
the force under my command. 

lan, sir, respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
THOS. S. JESUP, Major General. 
Major General Scort, 
Commanding Southern Army, Columbus, Ga. 

This letter isin reply to one written by General Scott the 
day before, which may he found at page 546 of document No. 
78, in 3d volume of Executive Documents for 3d session of 25th 
Congress. 

Those who take the trouble to read Gen. Scott’s letter of the 
16th of June will find it in tone and manner scarcely less excep. 
tionable than that of the 17th of June, already read at large. 
In Jesup’s letter, he tells his commander ia-chief that he re- 
grets his censure, because it was unmerited; that he acted in 
accordance with what he believed to be the spirit of his instruc- 
tions; but, even if in opposition, he retied on the altered cir- 
cumstances of the country asa full justification; and that he 
had none of that courage which would allow him to remain in- 
active when wormen and children are daily falling beneath the 
blows of the savage He also says: “I am now within five 
miles of Enea Mathla’s camp,” &c. “I would have struck the 
enemy to-night but for your letter. If he is not struck to-mor- 
row morning, he will escape for the present; but the force I 
have in the field is sufficient to pursue and reduce him.” 

On the 19th June, General Jesup replies to Gen. Scott’s let- 
ter of the 17th, in the following manner: 

Fort MircHett, June 19, 1836. 

Sır: I came here with your express, and an escort of an offi- 
cer and two mounted men, expecting to meet you. I have 
halted the army under my command on the Irwinton road, be- 
low the road to this place. In reply to that part of your letter 
upbraiding me for asking asmall! supply of subsistence and 
forage for the troops and horses of my corps, I owe it to myself 
to say that I knew supplies ought to arrive from New Orleans 
before I should want them; and, to show that my calculation 
wascorrect, I have to inform you that a steamboat is here from 
New Orleans with supplies. I have ordered eight days’ ra- 
tions for my command. {took yesterday, from the neighbor- 
hood of the hostile camp, upwards of a hundred head of cattle; 
ant, as I had a gaod supply ofrice, I could have reached Irwin- 
ton without any supply from this place, had ¥ been permited 
to proceed. You have treated me with a degree of harshness 
which is cruei in the extreme. You charge me with deranging 
your plan ofcampaign. I understood one part of that plan to 
he the protection of the frontier settlements of Alabama. T 
may have failed in judgment as tothe proper mode of proiect- 
ing it; but give me leave to say the course I adoptcd has been 
successful; that frontier is now secure. I have upwards of 
twelve hundred Indian warriors in my camp. They will not 
remain inactive. What shall I do wiih them? ShallI dismiss 
or retain them, and employ them in scouring the swamps? 

You charge me witu not communicating with you, and giv- 
ing you information on several points _ With the duties } have 
had to perform, that was impossible. My occupation has been 
so incessant that I have not averaged three hours’ sleep in the 
twenty-four for two weeks, I have kept you apprised ofevery 
thing important to be known. As to the reasons for my own 
acts, or those of others, I had not thought it necessary to say 
anything. Yeu knew me; and, from the perfect candor and 
fairness with which I have acted towards you, and the efforts I 
made to sustain you, both with the G orgiansand Alabamians, 
Thad a right to expect different treatment from you. Under 
the circumstances, the harshness with which you have treated 
me isthe extreme of cruelty. That matters not at this time; 
we have important duties to perform. If you will move to-day, 
General, with your disposable force, we can end the war before 
to-morrow night. Captain Page will give you important infor- 
mation. _Lamnot ambitious of the honors of Indian warfare. 
Tam content that the whole of them shall be yours; but let me 
entreat you toactpromptly. Ican prevent the escape of the 
enemy on thisside of the country; and, if you attack them in 
front, they are yours Ifyou hesitate, you are lost. -I felt re- 
sentment this morning; ! feel it no longer. By our foriner 
friendship, let me entreat you again to act promptly. 

Yours truly, THOS. 8. JESUP. 
Major General W. SCOTT, , 
Commanding Southern Army, Columbns, Georgia. 

P. 8. Let me have two or three companies of regular troops, 
if you decide to attack these Indians. Page will tell you where 
they are. : 

In this letter we -sce, sir, that General Jesup did not know 
“that no supplies could reach Irwinton,” &c. as was charged. 
Ie actually finds a steamboat with supplies at Fort Mitchell the 
day he wrote, and on the day before he took more than a hun- 
dred head of cattle from the Indians, No great danger, I should 
think, of being in a “starving condition!” | In this leiter, Gene- 
ral Jesup modestly vindicates himself, and tells Genera! Scott, 
“the harshness with which you have treated me is the extreme 
of cruelty. Thatmatters not at this time. We have important 
duties to perform. If you will move to-day, General, with 
your disposable force, we can end the war before to-morrow 
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night.” “If you hesitate, you are lost. I felt tesentment this 
morning; I feel it nolonger. By our former friendship, let 
me entreat yon again to act promptly.” Ia this same letter 
Jesup says to Scott, "I am not ambitious ofthe honors of Indian 
warfare. Iam content that the whole of them shali be yours,” 
&c. Lwould ask if it be possible to manifesta stronger desire 
to put aside a bickering, criminating correspondence, and to 
unite in the service of the country, than is exhibited in this let- 
ter? Well, sir, let ussee how it was met by General Scott. He 
replies to General Jesnp’s letter of the 17th, under date of the 
19th, and, whilst he was writing, he received General Jesup’s 
letter of the 19:h, and goes on with a reply to that likewise. 
Here is his answer: 
HEAD QUARTERS, ARMY OF THE SOUTH, 
Columbus, Georgia, June 19, 1836. 

Sir: Th your first letter of the 17th instant, you tell me that 
you will be compelled to go to Fort Mitchell; and, according to 
an int mation in my reply to you of same date, 1 went down 
yesterday, with great inconvenience, not doubting that I should 
meet you or hear of you in the immediate vicinity of that place. 
The only news received of you there wasa rumor representing 
you to be on the return march to Tuskegee, whigh I could not 
credit, under the positive declaration in your letter of the 17th, 
quoted above; and Captain Page reported that he had, a few 
hourg before, forwarded a despatch to Columbus from you to 

e, 

Besides some rations sent down thenight before in wagons, 
the steamboat in which I wasa passenger took down a further 
supply of subsistence, and some corn, all for the use of your 
troopa, and in conformity with your requests of the 16th and 
17th instant. i 

On my return to Columbus, late last evening, I received your 
second of the 17th instant. This is fully as strange as any of 
your previous communications. In it you repeat nothing of 
your pievious intention of marching upon Fort Mitchell; but 
you take care to insert two or three topics which would furnish 
a good basis for a popular appeal against the hardships imposed 
on you of undertaking no system of offensive operations with- 
out my previous concurrence and readiness to act in concert 
with you. It would seem to be fer this purpose—J can imagine 
no other—that you te!] me that. your operations have been 
“commenced, and have been continued, for the purpose of stay- 
ing the tomahawk and scalping-knife, and preventing the de- 
vasiation of entire settlements or neighborhoods on the fron- 
tier.” Nothing, certainly, could be more meritorious. The 
direct protection of the Aiabama settlements was within your 
competency, and, indeed, among your paramount duties. But 
why commence a grand system of offensive operations, which 
has brought you outon this side of the Creek nation, at a point 
where I did not want you, without giving me the slightest inti- 
mation that you were about to commence, and, of course, with- 
out waiting for my approbation and co-operation? To have 
waited for such co operation, and to have given me notice of 
your intended movements, were, allow me to say, also among 
your paramount duties. i 

Your next popular flourtsh is in these words: “I have none 
of that courage that would enable me to remain inactive when 
women and children are daily falling beneath the blows of the 
savage.” I certainly believe that you have not—and there was 
not the slightest objection, in any quarter, to your protecting 
the women and children of the frontier, with the defence of 
which you were directly charged. Again, nothing could have 
been more praiseworthy; but how does this excuse your leav- 
ing those women and children, and, instead of marching upen 
Irwinton, where you were required, marching in hostile array, 
seeking battles, upon Fort Mitchell, where you were neither 
expected nor wanted? 

On the subject of the Alabama frontie: settlements, Iam 
happy to learn, by your letter, that you made such arrange- 
ments for theirsafety as to leave you assured on that point. 

The last point you make, as if it were for future nse against 
me, is this: “I would have struck the enemy to-night, but for 
your letter. If heisnot struck to-morrow morning, he will ea- 
cape for the present. But the force I have in the field is suffi- 
cient to pursue and reduce him.” Here I am made to deprive 
you and the country of a great imaginary victory. I say ima 
ginary, fór am inclined to think that you are, on this occasion, 
a little too sanguine in your calculations, But the true answer 
is this: Who gave you authority to roam at pleasure through 
the Creek nation, at the head of the Alabamians, and a body of 
friendly Indians, without giving notice to, and without concert 
with, the Georgians and regulars brought to this frontier for the 
same war, and atan enormous expense to the Government? 
Besides, from the position occupied by you, you are forced to 
operate down the country, instead of getting below the enemy 
and operating up. This precisely inverts what you know to be 
my plan of the campaign—a plan fully developed in conversa- 
tion with you, and to which you did notin the least object, al- 
though you were invited io discuss it freely. 

Whilst writing the above, 1 received your letter of this date, 
written at Fort Mitchell. You charge me with harshness. I 
have, certainly, in previous letters, complained heavily of you, 
as in the beginning of this, and have, in every instance, I 
think, given the grounds of those complaints. The facts 
stated by me, E think, bear the construction that I have placed 
upon them; and I have infinitely regretted the existence of 
these facts, ; 3 

You are mistaken in supposing that I upbraided yon for ask- 
ing for small supplies of rations and forage for your troops. 1 
regretted the scarcity of our resources in such supplies, and 
apprehended a scarcity bordering on starvation for a few days. 
Fortunately, eighty thousand rations have arrived at Fort 
Mitchell, aud about twenty thousand here, which, yesterday, 
we e not expected earlier than the 22d instant, perhaps the 23 
instant; and I am confident, when here, that we both, by calcu- 
lation, did not expect any thing from New Orleans before the 
21st or 224. Tain rejoiced, as much on your account as my 
own, that we both have an abundant supply of rations for the 
present; and we Know that one hundred and fifty thousand 
more willsvon follow. I have ordered twelve thousand to be 
lar.ded from t'e steamboat at Fort Mitchell, intending to dis- 
tribute the remainder of that are Sty posts below, for 
the ben fit of ail the troops inthe field e : ; : 

General, in haste, [have not intended to say any thing to in 
jure you. I have shown, in strong terms, -he construction 

i - acts and letters. This, I know, 
had aright to place upon your i 
may appear harsh, But, on the‘ ther hand, allow me to say 
that Ihave the greatest and undiminished confidence in your 
honor, your intelligence, gallantry, and capacity for war. Yon 
use the word friendship. I have cherished for vou, for more 
than twenty-two years, a warm and sincere affection, which | 
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would not part with on any Consideration. It has been a little 
shaken sinceI saw you; but, one expression im your letter 
far to recall it. Ethink you have not deen attentive to m 
plans and instructions. In this I certainly think you have erred, 
and also in your failure to report fully tome. Throwing, for 
a moment, seniority aside, I ask it of your ancient connection 
with me to be more careful in those particulars in future. It 
will give me sincere delight to put down this war with you, 
and to give you all the fame which I know you are 80 capable 
of winning. y 

] presume that yon have approached a little nearer to Fort 
Mitchell for the convenience of obtaining supplies. Some 
corn has been sent thither for your use, and I uaderstand 
eight hundred or athousand bushels may behad at a planta- 
tion below. ; 

I shall uot detain you in a state ofinactivity many days. The 
arms, andsome ammunition, must reach the place to-morrow, 
and the troops will march down, on the Georgia side, to piace 
themselves below the euemy onthe 22d. I think we shall cross 
the river about the mouth of the Cow-ag-gee. It is said there 
. are no Indians Below. 1 wish you could come into line with me 
there; but, as that cannot well be, without crossing you over 
to the Georgia side, and thence recrossing the river, I shal! wish 
you to actdownwarda, as soon as the Georgians are in position to 
march in the opposite direction. More particular instructions 
you will receive from me, on thie point, in aday or two. In 
the mean time, I wish you to send a force to the foot of the 
Uchee shoals, (which, I understan 
the creek of the same name,) in order to construct at that place 


a shed, closed at the ends and sides, capable of receiving and : 


sheltering (say) one hundred thousand rations, with about five 
thousand bushels ofcorn. The lumber, (boards and scantling,) 
ag also nails, shall be shipped from this place to-morrow or the 
next day. e unmber of men to be sent for this purpose, and 
to remain as aguard, you will please designate. Axes, 
spades, saws, and hammers,shall also be sent to the spot by Tues- 
day evening. A field work, of slight construction, will no 
doubt be necessary forthe guagl; and you will give instruc- 
tions accordingly. 

I shall have to leave not lees than fifteen hundred Georgians 
to guard the left bank of the river. The Alabamians may pro- 
tect the depot at the foot of the Uchee shoals. 


is just about a mile above |: 


You shall hear from me again, probably to-morrow. Letme `: 


have a report from you on the above subjects, and suggestions 
as many as you please. 

With renewed regard, I remain with great respect, your 
most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Major General T. 8. Jesup, 

Commanding Division Army of the South. 

Now, sit, in this letter, Jesup is told that his letter of the 17th 
is “as stranzéas any’’ before written; that he is making ‘“‘po- 
pular flourishes” and “dead points” for future use against his 
superior commander; and that the “facts stated by him” (Scott) 
justified his “complaints.” The subsequent part of the letter 
expressity acknowledges that his “affection,” cherished for 

_More than twenty years, has been “a little shaken.” And al- 
though there was “one expression in your (Jesup’s) letter 
(which) goes far to recall it,” yet there is no open acknowledg- 
ment of cordial reconciliation. It is manifest that a lurking 
suspicion still rankied in the heart. But what does the letter 
say relative to future operations? What response does it give 
to the recommendation of Jesup to move |} j army, and “end 
the war before to-morrow night?” Hear him! “I shall not de- 
tain you ina state of inactivity many days. The arms and 
some ammunition must reach this place to-morrow,” &c. “I 
think we shall cross the river about the mouth of the Cowag- 
gee” Stilluncertain at what point he would cross! “More 
particular instructions you will receive from me on this point 
in a day or two.” “In the mean time I wish you to send a 
force, &c. to construct a shed capable of receiving and shelter- 
ing (say) one hundred thousand rations, with about five thou- 
sand bushels ofcorn!!!’ “You shall hear from me probably 
to-morrow!’ Well, sir, Jesup could stand it no longer; he 

ferred attacking the Indians to building ‘‘sheds”’ and longer 
elay. On the 20th he reported to his commander, as he was 
ordered to do, an:|, in the conclusion of that report, stated to him: 


“as I was paced on this service by the expresa order of the 
President, I shall apply to him tə be reliev: pand shall demand 


And on the same day h 
F. P. Blair, which has travelled the rounds in every newapa- 
per, and which being laid before Gen. Jackson, he immediately 
ordered the recallof General Scott, and invested Gen. Jesup 
with the command. 

1 have thus given the correspondence which led to the Blair 
letter; and it seems to me, sir, that no one can read it without. 
saying that there is an entire absence of every thing like in- 
trigue on the part of Jesup, and that he was forced to write as 


a court of inqui e wrote a letter to 


he did, “to be relieved” from the goading censures, if not the | 


ineolence, of superior rank. 

After General Jesup had terminated the Creek war, he was 
Placed in command of the Florida army. This was not done, 

wever, untilthe 4th of November, 1 when the following 
order was given him by the Secretary of War: 

i War DEPARTMENT, Nov. 4, 1836. 

Sr: Before this communication reaches you, you will have 
become fully acquainted with the retrograde movements of 
Gov. Call, and the other events connected therewith, which 
have recently occurred in Florida. These circumstances have, 
for a time, suspended offensive operations; and, from the feeble 
state of Gov. Call’s health, it is to be feared he will not be able 
to prosecute the campaign, when resumed, with that prompti- 
tude and energy which the crisis demands. The President has, 
therefore, determined to commit to you the command of the 
army serving in Florida, and the general direction of the war 
against the Seminoles. ; 

You will accordingly, on the receipt of this communication, 
should you then be at Gov. Call’s headquarters, (ard if not, so 
zoon as you can reach there, or can communicate with him,) 
assume the command of all the forces in the Territory. 

The hostile Indians having been discovered in considerable 
force on the banks of the Withiacoochie, and it having been also 
ascertained that their principal camps and settlements are situ- 
ated on the south side of that river, you wil] immediately make 
ali subahle beg nate for a vigorous ‘Attack upon their 
stro: Ida, and for penetrating and occupying the whole coun. 
try pony the Withiacoochie and Tampa Bay. With a view 
to this end, you will first establish posts at or near the mouth of 
the Withlacoochie, at Fort King, and at Volusia, and you will 
take the proper measures for securing, through them, the safety 
of the frontier. You will alao, through the same posts, and by 


such means of transportation as may be most certain und 
economical, make permanent arrangements for procuring 
sufficient and regular supplies. So soon as those dispos:tiens 
shall be completed, you will concentrate all your disposable 
forces, and proceed, without delay, to cross the Withlacoochie, 
and to yourself of the positions now occupied by the In- 
dians, attacking and routing them in their strongholds, and 
scouring the whole country between the Withlacoochie and 


| Tampa Bay. 


Should you succeed in bringing the Indians to a general en- 


; gagement, and in defeating them therein, the ready submission 


of the tribe may probably be expected. If, however, they should 
abandon their present position on the Withlacoochie before you 
reach it, or you shouid drive them from it without eptirely sub- 
duing them, you will then take such advanced positions towards 
the south of olusia, and to the east and south of Tampa Bay, 
as the nature of the country may admit, and push from them 
such further operations as may be necessary to the most speedy 
and effectual subjugation of the enemy. 

The above direction to attack the enemy in his strongholds, 
and to possess yourself of the country between the Withlacoo- 
chie and Tampa Bay, you will regard asa positive order, to be 
executed at the eurliest practicable moment. In other re- 
specta, you will exercise a sound discretion, and will adopt such 
measures as you may deem best calculated to protect the 
frontiers, and to effect the subjugation and removal of the In- 
dians. 

Great confidence being reposed in your prudence, energy, and 
skill, it is deemed unnecessary to urge you to promptitude or 
activity, or to impress on you the importance of early and fre- 
quent communications. B. F. BUTLER. 

Major Gen. Tuos. 8. Jesup, Y. 8. Army, Florida. 

No one can examine the documents, without being convinced 
that General Jesup did not get into Florida as an intriguer for 
command. Having traced him there, I shall now notice the 
charge of his having violated the white flag, and committed an 
act oftroacnery im the capture of Powell, or Oceola. 

In March, 1837, the Seminoles, by a treaty made with Gen. 
Jesup, at Fort Dade, capitulated. The nation was represented 
in this treaty by Micanopy, their king or principal chief. In 
August following, at Fort King, Gen. Jesup had a conference 
with Coehadjo and other chiefs, and there told them that the 
must not attempt to come in unless they were prepared to fulfil 
the treaty and go west of the Mississippi, for he would hold no 
more “falks” with them. The Indians suggested that, if they 
came in with a view to go West, they might be fired upon b 
Jesup’s men. To prevent this, Jesup gave them muslin wit 
which to make white flags, and told them to hoist such flags, 
and they should not be fired upon. With these flags Coehadjo, 
Oceola, and others, camein. Oceola was worn down and sick, 
and died not long after hecame in. Coehadjo was afierwards 
sent after his people, all of whom did not come in with him, and 
they removed west of the Mississippi. Gen. Jesup received 
information that Oceola and his assoctates, who then came in, 
intended to deceive; and that their motives were probably hos- 
tile, and that they did notintend in good faith to fulfil their en- 
gagements. Under this information they were seized and con- 

ned, and thig is the whole of the matter about which so much 
clamor has been made. Sir, these Indians had no right to use 


| the flags which had been given them for any other purpose than 


that stipulated; and if they came in as spies or for hostile pur- 

as Gen. Jesup was informed and believed, the violation 
of faith, the act of treachery, was on their side, not on Jesup’s. 
Permitting Coehadjo afterwards to go at large and bring in his 
people, is conclusive evidence that there was no disposition on 
the part of Jesup to violate a flag, or to confine those whom he 
had taken, on being satisfiedhat they were acting in good faith. 

Did Oceola come under his flag to negotiate peace, or to ex- 
change prisoners, or to do any other business usually transacted 

by the commanders of hostile armies under a fiag of truce? No, 
sir; he, through Coehadjo, was no doubt informed that there 
was to be no more negotiation, and that when they used the 
flag, it must be done for the purpose only of securing their safe- 
y in-coming in to emigrate., Iwill not detain the committee by 
stailing the various acts of Indian treachery in disregarding 
their capitulation, disregarding their parole,and inducing their 
hostages to fly from our custody, in consequence of all which, 
by the rules of civilized warfare, Jesup might legitimately have 
sacrificed the lives of his prisoners, instead of simply eonfining 
them with a view te make them perform their engagements. 
Tonly allude to these things to show that, when the whole are 
taken in connection, there is ample ground to justify the con- 
duct of Gen. Jesup. But does any, here or elsewhere. inquire 
inte these things? Do his assailants seek for the truth? Ifthey 
do, why not raise a committee to iivestigate all the incidents 
ofthe Florida war? Why not get up a court martial? Jesup 
will no m re shrink from either tribunal than he did from the 
fire of the enemy at Chippeway or Bridgewater. 

Mr. Chairman, it is extreme cruelty to te officers of the 
army to attack them here before taking the proof. Raise your 
committee, ascertain the facts, and then, if they have disgraced 
themselves or their country, handle them as roughly as you 

lease; but I beseech gentlemen not to strike at random fot po- 
Fiticat and party purposes. I beg them not to aim a blow at the 
Administration by calumniating the officers of the army. They 
only help the Administration when they assault the reputations 
of officers who are unassailable. 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. Monros) seems to think 
that General Jesup is indebted to General Scott for the laurels 
he won during the last war. I would sooner undertake to prove 
the convetse of the proposition. Sir, my object is to defend 
Jesup, who has, I think, been greatly wronged, and not to assail 
Scott. But if the gentleman from New York will take the trou- 
ble of looking into the official reports of the battles of Chippe- 
way and Bridgewater, he will find that Jesup acquired imperish- 
able renown, not by merely obeying the orders of General Scott 
but by originating and executing, in the most brilliant manner, 
movements which cenduced as much as any others to win for 
our arms those glorious victories. It is true that General Scott 
assigned to General Jesup (then a major in’ rank) his post in the 
battle of Chippeway; but the order to “support arms and ad- 
vance.” which Jesup’s men executed in the face of a tremen- 
dous fire from the enemy, the repulse of the enemy’s right wing, 
and the attack of his right flank, wasall the work of Jesup and 
and the brave 25th, and gave the first evidence that the victo 
was ours. In the battle of Bridgewarer, the brave 25th, wit 
Jesup at their head, was “thrown to the right, to be governed 
by circumstances.” Never did commander use his discretion 
more for hisown fame or the glery of hie country than Jesup 
did on thatday. General Brown, in the official report, says of 
him, “He had succeeded in turning the enemy’s flank, had cap- 


tured (by a detachment under Captain Kechum) General Rial! 
and sundry other officers, and showed himeelf again to his army 
in ablaze of fire which defeated or destroyed a very superior 
force of the enemy.” Yes, sir, in that “blaze of fire,” two 
horses were shot under him, and four balls penetrated his body, 
and yet he remained on the field of battle, giving orders, until 
the work was complete. 

The gentleman from New York seems to think that General 
Jesup has encountered but little personal risk or danger, except 
when he was serving under General Scott. Not so, sir; General 
Jesup has, on many occasions, gallantly presented himself to 
the enemy, when he was not acting under the orders of General 
Scott. When a lieutenant under General Hull, he acted as ad. 
jutant general, and, in the discharge of his duties, was much ex. 
posed to the cannonade of the enemy across the river Detroit, 
prior to Hull’s surrender. Yes, sir, and at Detroit he conceived 
and would have executed, had General Hull permitted, a daring 
enterprise, which in all probability would have saved his com. 
mander from his disgraceful surrender. He proposed to cross 
the river, attack and capture the enemy’s battery before the 
main army could relieve it. After hisexchange, he was placed 
in command at Cleveland, and there superintended the building 
ofthe boats which afterwards transported Gen. Harrison’s army 
to Canada. He went with Gen. Harrison, and was the first who 
landed on the shore of the enemy from tbe boats he had built. He 
was at the Thames with General Harrison. He was then trans- 
ferred with his men to the Niagara frontier, and placed in Scow’s 
brigade, and whilst that brigade brought on most of the import- 
ant battles fought on that frontier, Jesup’s regiment was at least 
equal to any other in rendering service. He received the ene. 
my’s fire at Fort Erie on the 3d July, 1814, when that post sur. 
rendered. On the 17th September, 1814, he was placed in com 
mand of the reserve at Fort Erie, when General Brown’s sortie 
was made; three of his wounds yet unhealed, and his arm in a 
sling. His situation would have excused him from this service, 
had he asked it; but he sought the post of danger and of honor. 
He wasafterwards with General Izard at the cannonading across 
the Chippeway river. Well might he say, after these services, 
“Iam not amhitious of the honors of Indian warfare.” 

But, sir, Gen. Jesup has acquired honor in his campaigns in 
the Creek and Fiorida wars, the honor of doing his duty, and 
accomplishing all that he could to carry into effect the objects 
of the Gevernment. The soldier has nothing to do with the 
policy of the Government, nor is he responsible for it. His 

uty consists in conquering the enemies of his country, whether 
they have been made enemies properly or improperly. In 
quelling disturbances with the Creeks, General Jesup met with 
entire success; and although he has not caught and sent out of 
Florida ail the Seminoles, still, sir, he has caught and sent 
away more than any other General, if not mere than all the 
rest put together. He haa killed, captured, and sent off 2,383 
altogether, of whom more than 700 were fighting men. Look 
at the results of his operations, judge him by what he has accom. 
plished, and his friends may justly claim for him an exemption 
from reproach, although they do not boast of his victories over 
Indians in general engagements. It has not been his fault that 
he could not find a skulking enemy. He spread histroops over 
five degrees of latitude. He made battle wherever he conld find 
the foe. He poured out his blood on the scorching plains of 
Florida, as he had donein Canada. Meet General Jesup, and 
shake hands with him, and you grasp a hand mutilated in the 
service of his country. Look him in the face, and you see the 
the scar of an Indian bullet. Sir, he has been upon more bloody 
fields, and received more wounds in battle, than any of your 
generals; and these wounds are trumpet-tongued, crying shame! 
shame! upon those who assail his character without knowing 
the facts, or, knowing, disregard them. 

The geneman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. BıpoLg,) in the 
course of this debate, has read various parts of the correspon- 
dence between General Jesup and the Secretary of War, in the 
course of which correspondence, he supposes, General Jesup 
browbeats the Secretary, andeven insults Congress, General 
Jesup, like most soldiers, speaks plainly and directly to the 
point; but in the language used I cannot perceive any inten- 
tion to inault or defy the authority of Congress, or to overawe 
or contemn the authority of the Secretary of War. Certainly 
the General has not spoken of us and our doings in any thing 
like as harsh terms as we are in the habit of hearing applied by 
members on this floor to each other, and to our public acts. I cer- 
tainly should not commend him for following our example; but 
I must say it isa hard rule which tolerates us in saying what 
we please of the officers of the army, whilst they are required 
to submit to the gag inrespectto us. Some allowance should 
be made for the circumstances under which General Jesup 
wrote, even if he had used harsh expressions. His incessant 
engagement, his loss of sleep, his fatigue and exposure, 
must have placed him in a condition in which he would not 
be much inclined to study phrasevlogy, or to deal in compli- 
ments. Evenif his letters do contain rough or hasty expres- 
sions, inserted under the impulses of the moment, I cannot 
look upon them asu pardonable sins. X 

But what has Genera? Jesup said? Why, that he thinks Con- 
gress has got us into the Florida war, and must make heavy ap- 
propriations to getus out of it; and that Congress ought not to 
have disbanded or reduced the army in 1818. Well, sir, there 
are many, very many, of General Jesup’s opinion. We all know 
that we have madeappropriations to get out of the war, amount- 
ing to twenty millions, or near it; and the amendment now un- 
der consideration, is to appropriate $300,000 more to carry it 
on. We also know that a large portion of this enormous ex- 
pense has been incurred in taking armies of militia and volun. 
teers to and from the scene ofactive operations, and might have 
been saved by a regular army, kept constantly in the field. I 
can readily perceive in these considerations, in connection with 
the attachment which General Jesup naturally must feel for the 
regular army, growing out of past associations, reasons which 
induced him to think it was bad policy in Congress to reduce the 
army. I also see the force of these reasons; but although I ac- 
knowledge their force, I think Congress was right in reducing 
the army. Iam opposed to large standing armies in time ef- 
peace; and, in time of war, I admire the practice of beating u 
fer volunteers among the citizens. I wish the people to cheri 
the idea that every man isa soldier, and will fight the battles of 
his country, when required. As long as that idea is cherished 
and acted upon, the nation wil! be able to defend itself against 
all assaults, foreign and domestic. But just as sure as we de- 
pend alone on standing armies to fight our battles, whenever it 
is understood that citizens cannot fight, we shall invite aggres- 
sions, and pusillanimously surrender our liberties into the 

8 of a despot at the head of a standing army. In time 
of war, Lam in favor of the citizen shouldering musket, 
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aad when the war is over, letting him return to his shop or his 


ate undcretood that, ia consequence of the reduction of the 
standing army, it became necessary to withdraw two regiments 
which had been stati ned in Fivrida and the Southern Siates, 
end to trans:er them to the Northeast; and chat it was the with- 
drawal ofthese troops, and the conseque:it inability of the Go- 
vernment tostrike a decisive blow at the fist hostile indication, 
which, in the opinion ot General Jesup, operated with other 
causes to produce hostilities. He thought that the Indians 
would not have taken up arms in the face of a regular force ca- 

ble of immediate action. Whether the reduction of the regu- 
ar army, and the transfer of the Southern regiments, had any 
influence upon the minds of the Indians or not, it is very certain, 
Tthink, that the conduct of the President and Congresa had a 

werful influence in producing the Florida war. T will state 
the facts which the recurds prove; and after you have heard 
them, sir, I venture to predict that you will say General Jesup 
was at least halfraght, if not entirely so, in his statements on the 
subject. 

iL 1823, the Government made a treaty with the Florida In- 
dians, by which they were to retire from the seacoast into the 
interior of the peninsula. They were uot to occupy (except 
certain reservations) any lands nigher than twenty miles to the 


shore of the Atlantic, and nigher than fisteen miles to the Gulfof ` 


Mexico. 

In May, 1832, at Payne’s Landing, the Seminoles cede ail 
claims to land in Fiorida, and agree to emigrate west of the 
Mississippi, provided the Creeks would receive them as a con- 
situent part of their nation. The Seminoles were to remove 
in three years after the ratification of the treaty, and the re- 
moval was to begin “as early as practicable in 1833, with those 


| 


Indians at present occupying the Big Swamp and other parts l 


of the country beyond the limits” defined in the treaty of 1323. 

In March, 1833, the Seminole chiefs sign a treaty expressive 
of their satisfacuioa wiih the country assigned to their aation 
west of the Mississippi, and agree to commence removing to 
their new home “as soon as the Government will make arrange- 
ments for their emigration satisfactory to the Seminole na- 
tion. 

From these treaties, it is clear that Congress ought to have 
provided the means for removing the Seminoles, and to have 
commenced the work in 1833; but, instead of doing so, the Go- 
vernment made no preparation, and appropriated no money 
for that object unnithe 34 of March, 1835. Thus the Govern- 
ment was culpably negligent in the fulfilment of its ob.igations, 
and sorely have the peopie of the United States been punished 
for it, The delay was so great, that when we began te make 

ions to send the Indians west of the Mississippi. they 
sail we had trifled with and disregarded the treaty so long that 
they would not be bound dy it. Hostilities commenced in 1835, 
- and the next thing the statute book exhibits, is the appropria- 
tion of $120,000, to compel the Seminoles to submit. ‘Thia ap- 
propriation w..s made on the 14th of January, 1836, since which 
time we have expended about twenty millions in the prosecu- 
tion of the war, and sacrificed hundreds of valuable lives, of 
whom ten fell victims to the climate for every one killed in 
battle! Nothing like this war can be found in history. We 
have had in the field from five to ten thousand troops, and yet 
this mere handful of savages are not conquered. 'I'ruly may it 
be said that ‘the race ìs not tothe swift, or the battle to the 
strong.” Bir, I regard the disasters of this war as a just pun- 
ishment for the criminal negligence of the last Administration. 
President Jackson was so devoted to the personal glory of 
electing his successor, that he could not attend to the fulfilment 
of the Seminole treaties in proper time. His faithful follewers 
in Congress were as int ny engaged in the same glorious 
work! All were so engrossed with the ideas of “retrenchment 
and reform,” (which terms are now understood to have meant 
from the beginning, inthe party vocabulary, increase of the 
expenditures una division of the spoils,) and the regulation of 
the succession, that no attention was given tothe treaties with 
theSeminoles. When the Indians exhibited their reseatment 
by refasing to emigrate, instead of approaching them in kind- 
ness, acknowledging our negligence, aud offering to pay them 
for the disappointment and delay, the Administration gave or- 
derg, like a gasconading bully, and resorted to force. A hun- 
dred thousand dollars would probably have healed the breach, 
if paid to the Indians in the way of damages for unjustifiable 
delay in executing the treaty on our part. But that could not 
be done, because it would be an open coafession ofthe faithless- 
ness of the Administration! Man will not take blame to hiin- 
self, although he knows he is criminal! Well, sir, we have 
cared on the war neatly five years, and what have we got by 
it We have experienced the truth of the declaration from 
Heaven, “When the wicked are in authority, the people 
mourn.” ; 

But the gentleman from Pennsylvania reads the orders of 
the Secretary of War to General Jesup, directing him to dis- 
band a portion of s forces, and complaining that he had called 
out too large a force; and heread from General Jesup’s com- 
munications, showing that he could not end the war, because he 
was not furnished with treops at the proper time. I see in all 
thie nothing dishonorable to General Jesup. All thatany one 
can aay is, that he may have erred. Iam not willing to con- 
cede that much. Before the Indians dispersed over the whole 
fountry, it might havt been practicable to put an end to hos- 
tilities by a decisive blow. Had Jesup been furnished with 
Woops at the time mentioned by him, he might, for any thing 
We know to the centrary, have given that blow. Since the 
Indians scattered, it has been impossible to strike them. One- 
fourth ofthe men we have had in Florida, under General Je- 
sup, would have pi: an end to the war, in half an bour at any 
Ume,ifthey could have brought the Indiansto a general en- 
agement in an open field. But the Indians would not meet 
them in that manner. The Indians dispersed, and scattered 
through their swamps and hammocks. How, then, were they 
to be caught? Not by following or seeking them by large ar- 
Mies. As well might you call down the eagle from his azure 
height, to attack a tomtit in a brush-heap: as well might you 
seta pack of bloodhounds to catch bu!lfrogs in a Florida pond, 
asto march large armiesafier single Indians scattered threugh 
&thousandhammocks. IfGeneral Jesup’s object in calling a 
large force into the field was to keep them together, and march 

them by regimenta in pursuit of the skulking foe, I should think 
his plan a miserable onr; butifit wasto divide them out into 
mal} detachments, and cover a large extent of country, and to 
hunt the Indians in scouting parties, the plan was reasonable, 
tyes our approbation. Did he call for more troops 

Were necessary to cover the country with scouting parties? 

0, sit. We have been told in this debate that large bodies of 
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Indiana have lain suug in a Lammock, without detection, bee | 


tween the para.e! tines oi «ur marching armies as they passed 
on eitherside. Now, str, there are 45,U00 square miles of wil- 
dernes n Fiovida, within the hiding places of each of which 
the Indians may shelter themselves: and if you had a man for 
each square mile, even then there would be so certainty of find- 
ing the ue. Did Jesup call tor 45,00) men, or the hali of them, 
or the fourth of them? No, air. 

Mr. Chairman, this Fiorida war will never end until we cease 
to make war upon the character of our generals—until we cease 
to expect impossibiiities at their hands. We must, moreover, 
adapt our operations to the character an i mode of warfare of 
the enemy. We must hunt him and fight him by sinall scout- 
ing parties, and by single men, and we must do this systemati- 


cally The conduct of the Goverument has made it a war of j 


extermination. The indians so regard it, and we must prepare 
for itaccordingly. When Gen. Jesup thought he could make 
a lasting peace with the ludians, by allowing them to retain a 
part ol the territory, the present Auministration would not lis- 
ten to his proposition, but recalled him; and I am not certain 
butit was done in consequence of this proposition. After- 
wards, Gen. Macomb was sent out with power to treat, and he 
reported that he had made a verbal bargain with the Indians, 
by which they agreed to stay on one side of Pease creek, and 
he on the other, anu fight no more. Well, sır, this bargain 
was not observed by the Indians. It isnowa war of extermina- 
tion, and how shail we bring itto a ciose? The Indian wars of 
the “dark and bloody ground” give the necessary instruction, 
if we were but wise enough to receive and obey it. Si, we 
must cover Fiorida with o.d fashioned log foits, within which 
twenty or thirty men can defy the attack of every Indian in 
Florida. Ihave made the caiculauon, and I find that less than 
one hundred of these jeg fo. ts would cover the peninsula of Fio- 
rida in such a manner as to leave no one of tuem more than 25 
miles distant from those nighest to it. Five thousand troops, 
being about halfthe number we have usually kept in the ser- 
vice, would supply a garrison of 50 men tor each fort. Now, 
sir, if you wish to ead the Fiorida war by killing or capturing 
the Indians, build such forts all over the country about 25 miles 
apart, being an easy day’s march on tvot from the one to the 
other. Station at each 50 men; not men without spirit, or cha- 
racier, or activity, such asare picked up inthe filthy lanes and 
gutters of large cities, but men wio are bold and active, re- 
spectable and aspiring, suchas may be had in our mountains 


and plains, 1f you will adopt proper means to obtain them. Let | 


these men, in scouts of six, or a dozen, or two dozen, hunt 
through the swamps and hammocks between the forts. Let 
them meet on half-way ground and encamp all night together. 
Let them exchange visits and teli their adventures. Let them 
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fight whenever they could do so on equal terms; and when they <` 
could not, retreat to their torts for protection, and take mea. ' 


sures io concentrate from the different points a force sufficient ; 
to meet‘any numberof the enemy which may embody. Let this | 


system bs adopted, and you wiil bring the warto an end in the 
most economical manner possibie. such a system would soon 
discover all the hiding-places of the enemy, ail his resources, 
and he would either fall under the blows which would reach 
him, or surrender in despair: But, instead of adopting a sys- 
tem like this, we have entertained the vain desire of conquering 
Indians as we would vivilized nations—by splen- id campaign: 
and pitched battles, in which we were to reap a harvest of glory 
and renown; and we have avenged ourselves for the disappoint- 
m nt by abasing our generals! 

The gentieman from Pennayivania read a letter ‘rom Gencral 
Jesup,in which he says he would employ bloodhounds, if the 
inhuman massacres of the savagescould not bearrested with- 
oat using such meaus. I thought, when the letter was first 
read, that the General was to be mae answerable for the n- 
troduction of the dogs now operating in Florida; but, as he 
made no recommendation to engage the services of such auxili- 
aries, and as no reflections were cast on himin the course of 
the debate, on account of his aliusion to the bloodhounds, I see 
no motive in reading that part of his letter, unless it be to furnish 
the groundwork of prejudicial inferences, although no com- 
ments are mad: uponit. Now, sir, I feel, as Gexeral Jesup ex- 
pressed himeeif, that if there were no other means of saving 
the lives of women and chi-dren from the scalping-knife and 
tomahawk, or of avenging their murder. than the use of the 
bloodhound, I would employ him. I wiil go even further and 
say, if there are other means, but not so effectual, I would use 
the bloodhound. Savages, who are not governed by the rules 
of civilized warfare; who gibbet their prisoners; who pay no 
respect to a flag of truce, (ihe melancholy fate of Colonel 
Hardin and Maj. Trueman isample proof on these poinis;) who 
spare no age nor sex; who murder and burn at midnight, must 
be made to feel the vengeance of the civilized man, by the ut- 
most severity. They cannot be taught to stay their murderous 
hands uotil they feel that destruction awaits them, 
no sympathy for their enemies, The shriek of the victim is 
music to the ear of a savage. Such being the nature of the 
fiend we must encounter, 1 look upon it as a sickly, mawkish 
sensibility,to weep if heis throttled by a blaadhound, when we 


should rejoice if he was trampled to death by the charger of ] 


the dragoon. The true philanthropist and Christian laments 
the calamities resulting from war, and does all he can to 
avert them; but, when I see one so very refined in sentiment 


as to exult without bounds when a squadron of hotses orele- {f 


phantsare so managed as totrample the enemy to death, and 
to grieve themselves without measure at the idea of hunt- 
ing the lurking foe with a pack of dogs, l cannot help regard- 
ing such person as of weak mind, or hypocritically canting 
upona distinction without a subsiaictial difference. Genuine 
humanity adoptsevery means to put an end to war as speedily 
as possible. With savages. the surest way to end a war, or to 
keep them in peace, isto convince them that they cannotescape 
your vengeance, and that they will always receive justice at 
your hands. Give them confi lence in your honesty, and make 
them know that they can be caughtand punished, and you will 
have no difficulty with them. That master spirit of tLe world, 
Napoleon, quelled a mob by pouring upon them a shower of 
balls, without previous notice. The falling ofa few killed pro- 
duced a panic, and the multitude dispersed immediately. 
Others sent to do the same thing, got the passions of the multi- 
tude excited by firing hiank cartridges upon them, and when it 
became necessary to use bal's, hundreds were slain before the 


mob was dispersed. True humanity is always consulted by ne- i! 
ver trifling. If dogs could he found to track and take the In. : 
dians, it would be humanity inatead of cruelty to use them; `! 
because the conviction thereby produced on the minds of the | 

Indians that they could not escape, would bring the wartog | 


speedy termination. As it is aud has been, your efforts to drive 


They have | 
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them from their fastnesses have been like firing blank cartridges 
upon a mob; you have only incensed them, and made them 
more resolute. : 

Now, sir, llook upon the employme:.t of bloodhounds in thia + 
Florida war with great cumtempt, simply because I have not a- 
particle of confidence in the efficiency of that kmd of force. It 
is, like all the other ‘experiments of the past and present Ad- 
ministrations, a failure. The dogs have not earned their rations! 
And then the instructions given as to the manner in which they 
were to be used are supremely ridiculous! The soldier must 
follow the dog, which slowly follows the Indian trail, being re- 
strained by a leash! And thus dog and man are’both shot, be- 
fore either gees the Indian! 

It ia the most difficult thing on earth to discriminate in cases 
seemingly analagous. You might make a successful hunt of 
naked Indians in the time of Cortez and Pizarro with blood: 
hounds; but they will not seize Indians with rifles and tomas 
hawks in their hands. 1am yet to be convinced that the blood- 
hounds will stand before fire arms. If, however, the people of 
Florida can, to any extent, protect themselves by using blood- 
hounds or any other kind of dogs, } shai! not blame them for do- 
ing it. The dog is our protector under many circumstances. 
He keepsa faithful watch around the cmiciiat midnight. He 
warns us of the approach of the thief. He is the hunter’s 
friend. He helps him in his wars upon bear and buffalo; and if 
he can be made serviceable in the Florida war, I shall shed no 
crocodile tears for political effect. 

The colonial auihoriues of Massachusetts, in 1744, declared 
war againat certain Indians, and offered rewards for their scalps. 
One hundred pounds (bills of credit) were to be paid for each 
scalp of a male Indian, overtwelve years old, killed in baule; 
and halt that for those undertwelve years, and for women 
killed in battle. One hundred and five pounds were to be 
paid tor Indian male prisoners over twelve years old; and fifty- 
five pounds for women, and children under twelve years old, 
made prisoners. So our Puritan ancestors made only five 
pounds difference, fer humuanity’s sake, between living and 
dead Indians. Ido not find that the Indians were not to be 
caught with bloodhounds. The reward was to be paid to all 
“who shall voluntarily, and at their own proper cost a d 
charge, go out and kill,’ &c. Peally, sir, it might be a saving 
tothe Treasury to let out the Florida war upon such terms. 
We have already pard more than $2000 for every Indian and 
Negro, male and female, big and little, in hostile array in Flori- 
da; and we have only killed and taken, so far, about a fourth 
part of them. At thceame rate, by the time we kill or catch 
the whole, each man, woman, and child, will cost us about 


$10,000. 

In 1764, John Penn, Lieutenant Governor of the Colony of 
Pennsylvania, issued his proclamation offering premiums and 
bounties for Indian prisoners and scalps, and did not prohibit, 
the use of dogs of any sort. One hundred and fifty Spanish 
dollars, or pieces of eight, were to be paid for male prisoners 
above ten years old, and one hundred and thirty dollars for 
squatos and girls, and boys under ten. For the scalp of each 
male Indian above the age of ten years, one hundred and thirty- 
four dollars were given, aud fifiy dollars for each female scalp 
above the ageof ten years. I mention these thingsto show. 
what has been done by respectable communities in defending . 
themselves against savage enemies. Now, although I woul 
prefer following other examples, and taking prisoners and 
scalps without any fee or reward, except that of saving the 
country and protecting our wives and childr.n, still, in looking 
into the past history o! Massachusetts and Pennsylvania, I think 
the Representatives of these highly respectable and Christian 
Commonwealiths ought not to condemn, with unmitigated se- 
verity, the people of Florida for seeking the protection of their 
own scalps by the attempt to use dogs in attacking and hunting - 
a savage foe. ae? E ae 

When | was under General Harrison in the Northwest, during. 
the last war with Great Britain, I was informed that General . 
Proctor paid the Indiansa stated reward for every scalp. That 
wasacrime. It was avery different thing from paying mem- 
bers of the same community for protecting the weak and feeble 
against the torch and scalping knife, by killing, or capturing, or 
hunting the savage foe with dogs. It was the example of a ci: 
vilized nation paying for and rewarding savage brutality,inatead 
of teaching mercy and humanity! It wasa retrograde move- 
me.:t which disgraced the fast anchored Isle. Instead of being 
the veformer, she became the ally and encourager of barbari- 
ans! - 

I have performed an act of duty and justice in making these 
remarks in defence of General Jesup, whose conduct has, I 
think, been greatiy misunderstood and misrepresented. The 
character of the country andof the army is identified with the 
conduct of our generals, and [ will not sit by and see them 
sink—yes, siv, manacled and thrown overboard—when truth and: 
honor can save them. r 


SPEECH OF MR. M. A GENFRY, 
a 


OF TENNESSEE, ¢ 
In the House of Representatives, Mayi:9, \pkO—On the 
bill to secure the Freedom of tléctiogs. 

Mr, GENTRY addressed the Houce as follows: . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I had not intended to participste in this dehate, 
until my colleague (Mr. WATTERSON) adifessed the House, 
some days ago. Up to that time, I had feft no disposition to 
submit my views upon the merits of this bill; not because I did 
not appreciate the magnitude and dangerous tendency of the 
abuses which it is intended to reform, but because I was not very 
sanguine in the belief that the bill, if passed into a law, would 
prove an effective corrective of those abuses. And, sit, if my 
colleague (Mr. WATTERSON) hed confined himself in his re- 
m rksto the question before the House, 1 would not have changed 
my original purpose, and would have been content to give a gi: 
tent vote upon this question, as J have done upon most an those 
which have been disposed of by this House. But he chose to 
wan-ler off from the question before the House, to give a history 
of the late political canvass in the State of Tennessee; in the 
course of which, he felt himself called upon to animadvert, with 
as much severity as he could command, upon the course of ihe 
political party in that State to which he is opposed, and to de- 
nounce, in the most offensive and unsparing terms, two distin- 
guished individuals of that party. Buta litle while ago, my 
colleague was identified with that party in Tennessee which he 
now opposes, and professed to be the ardent friend and admirer 
of the distinguished individuals whom he now denounces With 
8> much bitterness. But a litle while ago he pretended to be 
devoted— moet earnestly and zealously esvoted—to the maints- 
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nance of the principles which the Whig party of Tennomes are 1 


straggting w maintain; he ia not more unscrupulous in de- 
nouncing the distinguished individuais of that party new than 
he was servile in fawning upon and flattering them shen, Know- 
ing this to have been the position which my Colleague very re- 
cently maintained in reference to the political party which he 
now opposes, and the individuala whom he now denounces, I ob- 
tained floor, when my colleague concluded his remarks, at a 
late hour, some weeks ago, under an impulse of feeling which 
prompted me to give utterance to that resentment which the 
character of his remarks was so well calculated to inspire, not 
having noticed that (ne consideration of this bill would be super- 
seded in the order of business, and that] would thus long be de- 
rived of an opportunity of replying to my colleague. The 
of time has soothed into quietude the angry feelings 
which were excited into action by the remarks of my colleague; 
and, aince his | has been published, I am convinced that it 
carries within itself its own refutation, and that it contains no- 
thing which makes a reply from me necessary; and if I had not 
then announced 
seek the flogr for that purpose. But fearing that my colleague 


might misconstrue the motive which governed me, if I was now ; 


to decline replying to his speech, I have determined to execute 
the purpose which I then announced, however luathsome and un- 
profitable the task may be. ; 

I amaware that my colleague, in the furious onslaught which 
he made against the political party of which T aman humble 
member, and certain distinguished individuals of that party, 
to. whom ishall presently allude, did not seek a conflict with 
me. twas quiteobvious that he desired to “break a lance” 
with the distinguished gentleman {Mr. BELL} who tntroduced 
the bill now under conarderation. He was animated with that 
kind of ambition which glowed in the bosom of Prince Hal, 
when, on the famous field of Shrewsbury, he encountered the 
Percy, determined by one brave fight to pluck from that war- 
rior’s brow the laurels which he won in many a hard-fought 
battle, and place them on his own; but my distinguished col- 
league, who introduced the bill, has given no evidence that he 
felt the blows that were aimed at him, nor evinced the slightest 
disposition to repel them; and my colleague (Mr. Warrerson} 


innst curb his “high vaulting ambition,” and for the present ` 


be content, by slow degrees, 


“To climb 

The steep where Fame’s proud temple shines afar;” 
and must be satisfied with such victories as he can win over ad- 
versaries of jeas distinction than the mover of this bill. 


My colleague greeted this bill as an old acquaintance, and 
anoonnced to the House and the country ‘that it had its faint 


and comparatively harmless prototype in the sedition law of the | 


elder Adams.” He labored to prove an analogy between that 


odious law and the bill under consideration; aad maintained : 


that the sedition law, whan compared with this bill, was ‘“‘com- 
peratively harmless.” The object of the sedition law was to 

the office holders of the Government from such stric- 
tures and animadversions as the people might see proper to 
make upoa their official conduct; the objec: of this bill is to 


ee The object of tie soon law was to protect the 
ofice heldere o punisk people for freely expressin 
their sentiments in relation to the official conduct of those oft 


cers. y of the sedition law was to make 
Sls Up chicading tovcn troan tha petite cure aed anne te 
re i ba- 

ilat the of the bill now under Pion 


league insults the public intelligence by insisting that they are 
identical in principle, with the single exception that the bill un- 
der consideration ts more odious in its provisions than the sedi- 
tion law, whieh he said was “comparatively harmless.” The 
positions which my colleague endeavors to maintain, and the 
sentiments which he expresses, harmonize wel! with the princi- 
ples and practices of the party to which he belongs; but are to- 
tally repugnant to thedoctrines and principles of true Republi- 
canism as taught and practised by the ‘Fathers of the 
on A that Co does possess 
; € ne assumes t Congress not the 
conati power to pass the bill under consideration; and 
argues, with much gravity, that the power of prescribing the 
qualifications which shail entitle an individual to the right of 
voting in elections belongs exclusively to the States. If the 
bill proposed todo what my colleague contends that Congress 
has aot the powerto do, noone would more readily than my. 
self agree with him that it was unconstitutional; but my col- 
ue cannot be ignorant of the fact that the bill proposes 
ing of that nature. He knows thatthe bill does not pro- 


pose to deprive any office holder of the free and independent | 


exercise of the elective franchise. He knows that one object 
of the bill is to give the law to the office holders ofthe Govern- 
ment, as a shield to protect them from the tyranny and caprice 
ofthe President, and relieve them from that slavish dependence 
upon hie will which is now so debasing to them, and so injuri- 
oustothe public interests. He knows full well that the bill 
does not attempt or propose to limit or restrict the right of suf- 
frage; and when, in giving his views upon this question, he 

vely made the argument to which I have alluded, he could 
i been actuated by no other motive than the disingenuous 
one of misleading the public mind in regard to the true character 
of this bill; and to elicit from public opinion a verdict against 
it, by presenting it to the public view in an aspect quite the re- 
verse of that which is true. He knew that many would see and 
read his speech who weuld never see the bill; and, if I may be 
allowed tojudge of the object which my colleague had in view, 
Ithink I am safe in concluding that it was to deceive his con- 
en andthe country generally, in regard to the true cha- 
acter of the bill, rather than to prove to the House that its pro- 


my determination to do sa, I would not now | 


APPENDIX.TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


May, 1840. 
H. of Reps. 


visions are unwise and impolitic, and that it ought not to pass 
into a law. The offices whichare filled by the individuals up- 
on whom this bill is intended to operate, were created by Con- 
gress, and might at any time be abolished; and surely the pow- 
er which created the offices, and which muy abolish them, can 
regulate by law, to the extent which this bill proposes, the 
conduct of the officers, without violating the Constitution. 

To prove that those abuses which this bill is intended to 
correcthave no existence, my colieague adduces the fact, that 
majorities have occasionally been against the President in the 
large cities ofthe Union, where the patronage of Government 
is greatest, and where office holders are most numerous. And, 
asa further proof of his ition, he informed the House that 
here, in the Districtof Columbia, where the seat of Govern- 
ment is located, and where the people are within the immedi- 
ate range of Executive influence, three-fourths of the popula- 
tion are opposed to the re-election of Mr. Van Buren. At the 
first view there seema to be some plausibility in this position; 
“put, when we bear in mind the fact, thatthe cities to which he 
alludedare in a high degree commercial, and that a sound cur- 
rency and a healthy condition of trade are indispensa'le to the 
prosperity of their citizens, and that this Administration has 
waged a constant exterminating war upon the commercial in- 
terests of the country, the facts so much relied upon by my 
colleague, far from proving the impotency of Executive pa- 
tronage, furnish conclusive evidence, to my- mind, that it has 
been powerfully felt in those cities, or else the President would 
net be ableto command the :support ofso large a portion of 
their population. 

In regard to the state of public sentiment in this city and Dis- 
trict, which my colleague says isso much in opposition to the 
Present Administration, it is satisfactorily accounted for by the 

riunities which the people of this 


istrict enjoy of aéeing - 


and knowing the corruption and mal-practices which are prac- : 


tised and tolerated by those who administer the Government; 


and I cannot permit myself to doubt thatthe people in every . 
State of this Union would be equally unanimous in opposing the ' 


party now in power, if they possessed the same means of arriv- 
ing at correct conclusions. ‘This fact, then, whilst it is in a high 


degree complimentary to the virtue and patriotism of the citi- , 


zens ofthis city and District, does not sustain the position as- 
sumed hy my colleague. The title of ihe bill bespeaks its object, 
and supersedes the neeessity of an explanation on that subject. 
It is “to secure the freedom of elections, avd to provide more 
effectually for the faithful administration of Executive patron- 

.? Some of the most illustrious of those statesmen who 
achieved th- independence of our country opposed the adoption 
of the Constitution upon the ground that it conferred too much 
power upon the President. They foresaw that, by means of the 
patronage which would concentrate in the Executive depart- 
ment of the Government, and the abuses in the administration 


of that patiouage which would probably be practised, the power | 


and influence of the President would be augmented to an extent 
dangerous to the public liberty. The wisest Republican states- 
men who have lived since the adoption of the Constitution, 
have felt themselves bound, by the highest and most sacre 
obligations of patriotism, to resist every thing in the action of 
eur system of Government which tended to bring the “patron: 
age ofthe Federa] Government into conflict with the freedom of 
esections,” or which tended to increase the power and influence 
of a President. a i Ksi 
y co ue is wiser, or more courageous, than the to 
whom I have alluded. ‘The ers which were 30 eléariy soen 
by them are invisible to my colleague; and those ahuses in the 
administration of Executive patronage which they believed 
would lead to results, debasing to the public virtue—corrupting 
to the purity of the elective franchise—subversive of the freedom 
of elections, and dangerous to the public liberty—the interference 
of Federal office-holders in elections—appointments to, and re- 
movals from, office for opinions’ sake; and, in short, all the 
abuses which the bill under consideration is intended to reform, 
are justified and defended by my colleague, who thus identifies 
himself in position, fully and completely, with ‘that class of po- 
liticigns whose motto is, “To the victors belong the spoils,” and 
who hold that the offices and honors of this Republic are merely 
political capial which a party President may rightfully employ 
to reward those partisans who have rendered him service inele. 
vating him te or sustaining him in power. So harmless does 
my colleague deem the ave of the President to be, that he 
says in his speech, “in the interior of the country a Gover: ment 
officer is scarcely seen; nor isthe power of the Executive, in 
any way, seen or feli.” This declaration of my colleague is 
trueonly in part. k may be true that the power of the Execu- 
tive isoften unseen in the interior, but it ts equally true that it 
is often most powerfully felt. When Philip of Macedon de- 
termined te conquer and subjugate the liberties of Gree 
he bribedinto his service certain Athenian orators, and induc 
them to persuade their countrymen to turn a deaf ear 
to the counsels and advice of Demosthenes, who urged the n 
to adopt the most vigorous measures for defending themselves 
againat the insiduous designs of that ambitious monarch. The 
glittering gold with which Philip tempied those orators into 
treason, was uuseen by the Athenian people, but it was felt 
by the orators; and so in regard to the patronage of the Fede- 
ral Executive of our own country. The promises of office and 
preferment with which the President seduces ambitious, aspi- 
ting, and unprincipled men from their duty to the country, are 
unknown to the people; and when such men go forth among 
them, to make them believe that all is right in the administra- 
tion of the Government, and that the President is the purest of 
patriots, and more than all other men devoted to their happi- 
ness and welfare, the people, ignorant of the mercenary motive 
which promptsthem toa zeal seemingly so patriotic, confide 
in theirdeclarations, and are deceived. I therefore conclude 
that the invisibility of Executive power and influence, which 
my colleague seems so much to admire, does not diminish the 
danger to be appretended from that source, nor Jessen the obli- 
gation which rests upon the legislative department of the Go- 
vernment, to limit and control that power and influence by 
every constitutional means. g , 
But, Mr. Speaker, it is not my purpose to notice in detail the 
various sophistical and futile arguments employed by my col- 
league to give plausibility to his opposition to this bill, and jus- 
tify his denunciations of its advocates; nor do I propose to en- 
large upon the fatal consequences which must inevitably result 
if the principles and practices put forth and defended by my 
colleague, and openly avowed and acted upon by the part 
which now wields ihe political power of this Government, shal] 
receive the sanction and toleration of the country, and become 
permanently engrafted upon our political institutions. The 
moat gifted eloquence cannot portray, nor the richest imagina- 
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tion conceive, the extent and fatal character of those conse. 
quences. In that political corruption which has, within the 
last few years of our history, practically decided that talents, 
integrity, fidelity, and trustworthiness, are no longer to be re- 
garded as virtues which constitute a passport to honor and pre. 
lerment; in those enormous defalcations, embezzlements, and 
peculations of every grade and character which have astound- 
ed, shocked, and blunted the moral sensibilities of the nation; 
and in that general pelitical and moral debasement which must 
mark the present as an era in our history, we have but a faint 
foreshadowing of the consequences which will ensue, unless 
those abuses in “the administration of Government patronage,” 
of which these evils arethe natural results, shall be corrected. 
Whether such penal enactments as the bill under consideration 
proposes will prove an effectual corrective of those abuses is, I 
think, questionable. However well guarded and wisely framed 
its provisions may be, still, if you pass it into alaw, you must 
rely upon officers to execute it—officers who are themselves in- 
terested in the continuance of those abuses which it seeks to 
correct, and who derive their appointments to office from the 
President, and who are liable at all times to be removed from 
office by the same power which appointed them. Henee Icon 
clude that the law would not be executed so as to accomplish 
the object in view. I apprehend that the disease has fastened 
itself too deeply upon our political institutions to be 
reached by such a remedy. It can only be reached by a legisla- 
tive enactment, which shall require of the Prestdent, in all no- 
minations made by him to the Senate, to fill vacancies occa 
sioned by an exercise of his power to remove from office, a 


‘ statement of the reasons for which such removal was made; 


and by such a modification of the Constitution as will limit the 
Presidential service to one term of four oraix years. The for- 
mer would cutdown and destroy, to a considerable extent, 
those means of influence which are wielded to vitiate and cor. 
rupt the ballot box, and subvert the freedom of elections; the 
latter would remove the most powerful inducements to prosti- 
tute the patronage of the Federal Executive to the accomplish: 
ment of party or political objecta which now exist. 

But, though J do not believe that the bill under consideration 
would effectually arrest the abuses complained of, if passed 
into a law, yet the moral force of such a legislative declaration 
of opinion would be highly salutary in itseffects. It would be a 
just rebuke to those who at present administer the Government, 
and would aid the exertions of those patriotic citizens in every 
part of the Republic, who are struggling to restrict the several 
departments of this Government within those limits prescribed 
by the Constitution, by resisting the encroachments of Execu: 
tive power; and who are striving to restore to our political in- 
stitutions the purity of which they have been despoiled. J shall 
therefore give my support to the bill; and 1 am happy to have 
such an opportunity to attest the sincerity of my conviction 
that Executive power and patronage ‘have alarmingly in. 
creased, are increasing, and ought to be diminished.” 

My object, however, in addressing the House, is not so much 
to discuss the question which ia before it, as to reply to that por- 
tion of my colleague’s speech which related to matters which 
have no connection with the merits of that question. Tt will be 
remembered that my colleague did not confine himself to the 
question before the House, but availed himeelf of that queation 
to go at large into a discussion of party topics; in the course of 
which he felt himself called upon to entertain the House with a 
history of the late political canvass in Tennessee; to boast of his 
own achievements in that canvass; to denounce in unmeasured 
terms the political party which he now opposes; and to stigma- 
tize two ep) bata gentlemen who recently represented that 
State (Judge Waite and Mr. Foster} in the Senate of the 
United States, as FEDERALISTS and APOSTATES. I have al- 
ready informed the House that, until avery recent period, my 
colleague professed to bethe warm friend and admirer of those 
gentlemen, and to be politically identified with them in feeling 
and in principle. I regret that he did not specify what principle 
they have abandoned; what pledges they have violated; and 
what duties they failed to discharge, that this House and the 
country might understand the reasons which have induced him 
to withdraw from them his friendship and support, and to de- 
nounce them as "‘apostates and Federalists.”?” Buthe has fajled 
to do so; and, in the absence of such specifications, it is fair for 
me to conclude that the course which my colleague has thought 
proper to pursue is attributable to the difference of opinion 
which exists between him and those whom he denounces, in 
relation to the propriety of correcting those abuses “that have 
brought the patronage of the Federal Government into conflict 
with the freedom ofelections.” I am justified in thisconclusion 
by the remarks which my colleague made upon the bill now 
under consideration. e justified and defended the abuses 
which it 1s the object of that bill to prevent, and made it the sub- 
ject of complaint against the President that he does not pursue 
the course which my colleague says “he would urge,” and pro- 
scribe, for opinion’s sake, more universally and indiscriminate- 
ly than he does. I cannot suppose that my colleague would 
have turned with such vindictive fury upon those with whom he 
had been so recently associated in a common cause, and with 
whom he had claimed congeniality of principles, merely on ac- 
count of a difference of opinion in regard tothe mode of accom- 
plishing an object, about the wisdom and propriety of which he 
and they entertained the same views. Ifthe bill is defective in its 
details, let my colleague propose such amendments as will cor- 
rect its defects; but let him not denounce its advocates as Fede- 
ralists and apostates, for! shail prove that the bill only pro- 

s to carry into practice principles which have been held by 
the most illustrious statesmen, who have shed lustre upon the. 

history of our country; principles which were professed 
by the most distinguished leaders of the political party to which 
my colleague now belongs, when that party was seeking pow- 
er; and principles to the maintenance of which my colleague 
h meelf, not long ago, professed to be most ardently devoted. 
A demonstration of these truths will constitute a successful 
vindication of the two distinguished individuals who recently 
represented the State of Tennessee in the Senate of the United 
States, and the political party in that State with which they are 
identified; and will enable this House and the country to deter- 
mine who have abandoned their principles, and who are “apoe- 
tates and Federalists.’ ; , 

Mr. Speaker, my colleague began his harangue by saying that 
he would not weary the patience of the House by quoting the 
opinions of Washington, Jefferson, Madison, and Jackeon, “upon 
the principles embraced in the bill now under consideration; 
but he said he would content himself with stating, “in plain 
language,” his own views; and for them he would be responsi- 
ble “to those who sent him here end to the country.” I admire 
the prudence of my colleague in declining to place the opinions 
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of the iHusuious men to whom he alluded in contrast with his 
own It proves that he yet retains sufficient respect for the in- 
telligence of the peuple, to believe them capable of making a 
iystalserimination between wisdom and folly, demagoguism 
and prc ivtism, 1 propose, sir, t+ do that which my colleague 
declined to do, that his constituents and mine, and “the coun- 
try, may have an opportunity of deciding whether the opi- 
nions of my colleague, or those of the i:lustrious men to whom 
he alluded, are mosi entitled to their respect and consideration. 


The political party to which my colleague belongs claim to be . 


the disciples of Jefferson. Let usses whether they piactise his 

tinciples. Jn aletter which that great man addressed to Gov. 

McKean, of Pennsylvania, he says. 

‘The event uf the election isstill in dubio. A strung portion 
inthe House of Representatives will prevent an election if they 
can. lirather believe they will not be able to doit, as there are 
sx individuais of moderate character, any one of whom, 
coming over to the Republican vote, will make a ninth state. 
Ful dus is Known, tt 1s too soon for me to say what should be 
done in such atrocious cases as those you mentain, of Federal 
officers obstructing the operation of the State Governments. 
One thing | will say -that, as to the future, interference with 
elections, whether of the Btate or General Governments, by 
the officers of the latter, should be deemed cause of removal, 
because the Constitutional remedy by the elective principle be- 
comes nothing it it may be smothered by the enormous patron- 
age of the General Government. How tarit may be practica- 
we pruden; or proper, to louk back, is too great a questien to 
be decided but by the united wisdom of the whole Administra- 
tien When formed.” 

this letter was written by Mr. Jefferson, before it was cer 
tainly kuown thathe would be elected President of the United 
Saws, Alter he was installed into office, unlike those who 
call themseives his disciplea, he acted out the principles 
which he professed, as will appear from the following circular, 
which he caused to be issued to the officers of the Federal Go- 
vernment: 

“The President of the United States has seen, with dissatisfac- 
tion, officers of the General Government taking, on various oc- 
casions, active parts in elections of the public functionaries, whe- 
ther of the General or of the State Governments. Freedom of 
elections being essential to che mutual independence of Govern- 
ments, and of the different branches of the same Government, so 
vitally cherished by the most of our constituents, it is deemed 
improper for officers depending on the Executive ofthe Union 
to attempt to contro! orinflueuce the free exercise of the elective 
right. This am instructed, therefore, to notify to all officers 
within my Department, holding their appointments under the 
authority ofthe President directly, and to desire them to notify 
toall subordinate to them. The right of any officer to give his 
vote at elections as a qualified citizen, is not meant to be re- 
strained, nor, however given, shall it have any effect to hia pre- 
judice; but it is expected that he will not attempt to influence the 
votes of others, nor take any part in the business of electioneer- 
ing, that being deemed inconsistent with the spirit of the Consti- 
tuuon, and his duties to it.” 

Mr. Speaker, it will be seen by the circular from which I have 
read, that Mr. Jefferson required the officers of the Government 
who held their appointments under the authority of the Presi- 
dent, “not to take any part in the business of electioneering, nor 
attempt to influence the votes of others—that being deemed in- 
consistent with the spirit of the Constituticn, and their duties to 
it.’ But now an attempt to prevent, by legislative enactment, 
those abuses which Mr. Jefferson declared to be “inconsistent 
with the spirit of the Constitution,” is denounced asa flagrant 
violation of that instrument, and is declared to be a measure as 
odious as the sedition law; a:d the officers of Government, 
amounting in number to nearly one hundred theusand, are re- 
quired to contribute regulari y a portion of their salaries for elec- 
tloneering purposes, and are taught to know that they cannot 
render a more acceptable service to the President than by taking 
an active “part in the business of electioneering,” and by suc- 
cessful exertions “to contro! the votes of others.” With what 
propriety, sir, cau those who practise and tolerate abuses s0 
corrupting in their tendencies, claim to be the disciples of Jef: 
ferson and denounce their political opponents as ‘‘apostates 
and Federalists?”? But, sir, I forbear to comment upon such 
giaring inconsistency, and will proceed to draw, from a more re- 
cent period of our history, facts to sustain the positions which I 
have assumed. My colleague, no doubt, remembers weli the 
famous report made by a select committee of the Senate during 
the firstsession ofthe Nineteenth Congress, to which was refer- 
red a proposition to inquire into the expediency of reducing the 
patronage of the Executive Government of the United States. 
That committee was composed of the leading men of the Jack- 
eon Democratic party of that period. Mr. Benton was its chair- 
man, aud Mr. Van Buren and Judge White were mzinbers of it. 
That committee, after examining carefully into the degree and 
amount of patronage “then exercied by (ne President,” arrived 

- at the conclusion that it “might and ought to be diminished by 
jaw,” and for that purpose the committee reported six bills, and 
proceeded to urge reasons for their adoption, as follows: 

“The committee do not doubt but that there are other 
branches of Executive patronage, in addition to those which 

` are comprehended in the provisions of these bills, which may 
' be advantageously regulated by law. Far from thinking that 
they have exhausted the subject, they believe that they have 
only opened it, and that nothing more can be done at this time 
- than to lay the foundation of a system, to be followed up and 
completed hereafter. In coming tothe conclusion that Execu- 
tive patronage ought to be diminished and regulated on the 
plan proposed, the committee rest their opinion on the ground 
that the exercise of great power, inthe hands of one man, has 
a constant tendency fo suily the purity of our institutions, and 
toendanger the liberties of the country.” 

How different were the opinions entertained by that commit- 
tee upon the subject of Executive patronage from those ex- 
pressed by my colleague in this debate! Buti will proceed 
with the report. After descanting upon the jealousy of power, 
andof the influence of patronage, which had charecterized our 
ancestors; and attributing to that jealousy many of the safe- 
guards which the Constitution provides for the preservation of 
freedom, the report p:vceeds as follows: 

“ The committee believe that they will be acting inthe spirit 
of the Constitution in laboring to multiply the guards and to 
strengthen the barriers against the posalble abuse of power. If 
a community could be imaginedin which the laws should exe- 
cute themselves—in which the power of Government should 
consist in the enactment of laws—in such a state, the machine 
of Goverment would carry on its operations without jar or 
friction. Parties would be unknown, and the movements of the 
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political machine would but little more disturb the passions of 
men than they are disturbed by the operatious of the great 
laws of the material world. But this is not the case. The 
scene shitts from this imagiuary region, where laws execute 
themselves, to the theatre of real life, wherein they are exe- 
cuted by civiland military officers, by armies and navies, by 
courts of justice, by the collection and disbursement of revenue, 
with all its train of salaries, jobs, and contracts, and in this 
aspect of the reality we behold the working of patronage, and 
discover the reuson why somany stand ready in any coun- 
try, and in all ages, TO FLOCK TO THE STANDARD OF POWER, 
WHERESOEVER AND BY WHOMSOEVER IT MAY EE RAISED.” 

The report then proceeds to portray the great and dange- 
Tous extent of power an? patrunage, then wielded by the Fe- 
deral Executive; and predictsits rapid increase to an almost in- 
calculable extent, unless Congress could be prevailed on to in- 
terpose its power to restrain that tendency in the action of our 
system of Government. And to exemplify their view of the 
subject, the committee read from the “Blue Book” of the Re- 
public, which corresponds with the “Red Book”? of Monarchies, 
to show the greatness of Executive power and patronage, by 
exhibiting the extent cf that power and influence ina single 
branch of the public service, in the custom-house at New 
York. At that ume, (1826.) there were empleyed in that 
custum-house one hundred and seventy-four officers, whose 
annual salaries amounted, in the aggregate, to the sum of 
$201,682; and the amount of revenue collected at that custom- 
house, jn the same year, was $8,766,753 32. In the year 1839, 
the number of officers employed in the custom-house at New 
York was four hundred and ninety-seven, whose annual com» 
pensation amounted, in the aggregate, to the sum of $640,615; 
and the amount of revenue collected at that custom-house, in 
the same year, was $7.856,826 77. Mark the enormous in- 
crease in the rumber of officers, and the amount of their com- 
pensation! whilst the amount of revenue collected at that 
custom-house is less in 1839 than in 1826! Yes, sir, those 
who were so uch alarmed at the extent of Executive pa- 
tronage, power, and influence, can see nothing in its rapid and 
unparalleled increase to excite their fears. It was then dange- 
rous to the public liberty, but now it isa most harmless thing. 
After making this exhibit, the committee proceed to comment 
upon itas follows: 

“A formidable list indeed! formidable in numbers, and still 
more so from the vast amount of money in their hands. The 
action of sucha body of men, supposing them to be animated 
by one spirit, must be tremendous in an election; and that they 
will be so animated, is too plain to need demonstration. Power 
over a man’s support is power over his will. The President 
has power over the support of all these officers; and they again 
have power over debtor merchants to the amount of ten millions 
of dollars per annum, and over the support of an immense 
number of individuals, profession], mechanical, and day labor- 
ing, to whom they can, and will, extend or deny a valuable pri- 
vate as well as public patronage, according to the part they shal} 
act in State as well as Federal elections. &till this is only a 
branch—a mere prong—of Federal patronage in the city of New 
York. The same Government has, in the same city, a braneh of 
the United States Bank, wielding a capital of many millions; a 
large military, naval, and post office establishment; a judiciary, 
with its appropriate officers; presses which print the laws and 
public advertisements; and a long list of contractors and job- 

ers. 

Such, sir, was the ttight picture of Executive power and 
patronage in the year 1826, as drawn by a committee of the Se- 
nate of which Mr. Benton was the chairman, and Mi. Van Bu- 
rena member. The committee then proceed to warn the Se- 
nate and the country of the fatal consequences which were 
likely to result from such an accumulation of power and pa- 
tronage in the hands of the President, as follows: 


“Every where, to the extreme frontier of the remotest State 
or Territory, Federal patronage will be found, in degree and 
force, proportionate to the population of the place, and forever 
augmenting with the increasing power of the Government. Di- 
minution of patronage is not thought of; the state of the cus. 
tom-house in New York is already pregnant proof of this. The 
power of patronage, unless checked by the vigorous interposi 
tion of Congress, must go on increasing, unti! Federal influ- 
ence, in mavy parts of this Confederacy, will predominate in 
elections, as completely as British influence predominates in 
Scotland and Ireland, in rotten borough towns, and in the great 
naval stations of Portsmouth and Ply mouth.” 

And again, in another part of the report, the committee say of 
Executive patronage, that— 

“Its workings will contaminate the purity of all elections, and 
enable the Federal Government eventually to govern throughout 
the States, asif they were so many provinces of one vast em- 


pire. ‘The whole of this great power will centre in the Presi- . 


dent. ‘Lhe King of England is the ‘fountain of honor; the 
President of the United States isthe source of patronage. He 
presides over the entire system of Federal appoiniments, jobs, 
and contracts. He has power over the suppert of those who 
administer the system. He makes and unmakes them. He 
chooses from the circle of his friends and supporters, and may 
dismiss them, and, upon all the principles of human action, will 
dismiss them, as often as they disappoint his expectations. His 
spirit will animate their actions in all the elections to State and 
Federal offices. There may be exceptions, but the truth of a 
general rule is proved by the exception. The intended check 
and control of the Senate, without new constitutional or statu- 
tory provisions, will cease to operate. Patronage will pene- 
trate this body, subdue its capacity of resistance, chain it to the 
car of power, and enable the President to rule as easily, and 
much more securely, with than without the nominal check of 
the Senate. If the President was himself the officer of the peo- 
ple, elected by them, and responsible to them, there would be 
less danger from this concentration of all power in his hands; 
but it is the business of statesmen to act upon things as they are, 
and not as they would wish them to be. We muet look forward 
to the time when the public revenue will be doubled; when the 
civil and military officers of the Federal Government will be 
quadrupled; when its influence over individuals will be multi- 
plied to an indefinite extent; when the principle of public ac- 
tion will be open and avowed—the President wants my vote, and 
I want his patronage—! will vote as he wishes, and he will give 
me the office I wish for. What will this be but the government 
of one man? and what is the government of one man but a mo- 
narchy? The nature of a thing isin its substance, and the name 
soon accommodates itself to the substance. Names are no- 
thing. The firat Roman Emperor was styled Emperor of the 
Republic, and the last French Emperor took the same title; and 


their respective countries were just as essentially monarchica ! 
before as after the assumption of these titles.” g 

The report from which I read then proceeds to expatiate at 
length upon the necessity of dimiuishing Executive patronage, 
and cencludes as follows: . 

“In the country for which the committee act, the press, (with 
some exceptions,) the post office, the armed force, and the ap- 
pointing power, are in the hands of the President; and ‘the 
President himself is not in the hands of the people. The 
President may, and in the current of human affairs will, be 
against the people; and, in his hands, the arbiters of human 
fate must be against them also. This will notdo. The posst- 
bility of it must be avoided) The safety of the people ‘is the 
supreme law;’ and, to eneure that safety, these arbiters of hu- 
man tate must change position, and take post on the side of the 

eople. 

P Mr. Speaker, the priuciples contained in the report from 
which I have been reading were promulgated to the people of 
the United States by the Jackson Democratic party, in the year 
182%, as the true creed of their politica! faith; and the people 
were taught to hope and believe that, by entrusting the powers 
of the Government to that party, they would secure the correct. 
tion of the abuses so ably set forth in that report, and save the 
tree institutions of their country from the corrupting and fatal 
consequences which they were assured would follow, if they 
failed to elevate the reformers to power. In short, sir, the 
were made to believe that, by bestowing the confidence whic! 
was asked at their iiands, all abuses in “the administration of 
Executive patronage” would be reforined; that the expendi- 
tures of the Government would be retrenched to a most eco- 
nemical standard; and that the Federal Government, in all its 
various departments, would be so administered as to restore it 
to its primitive SIMPLICITY AND PURITY. The people approved 
the principles which were thus professed, and confided in the 
promises which were thus made. The people of Tennessee, 
especially, were aimost unanimous in thus approving and con» 
fiding; and, tosecure the triumph of principles so sound, to 
aceuinplish reforms deemed to be so necessary, they rallied 
with unexampled unanimity and enthusiasm to the support of 
Andrew Jackson for the Presidency. He was elected by an 
overwhelming majority; and, in his inaugural address, he ac- 
knowledged the object which the people had in view in ele- 
vating him to that high and responsible station, by saying: 

“The recent demonstration of public sentiment inscribes on 
the list of Executive duties, in characters too legible to be over- 
looked, the task of reform; which will require, partieularly, 
the correction of those abuses that have brought the patronage 
of the Federal Government into conflict with the freedom of 
elections, and the counteraction of those causes which have 
disturbed the rightful course of appointment, and have placed, 
or continued, power tn unfaithful or incompetent hands.’ 

Mr. Speaker, these were the principles which brought Gen. 
Jackson into the Presidential chair. Ten years have elapaed, 
during which time the party which professed so patriotic a de- 
votion to te maintenance of these principles have been in pos- 
session of all the powers of this great Governmont. Have they 
redeemed the pledges which they made to the people? Where 
is the retrenchment, the reform, which they promised? They 
have violated and disregarded all the pledges which they made. 
They have repudiated all the principles which they pratessed 
when they sought the confidence of the people. hey now 
practise, justify, and defend all the abuses which they p odged 
themselves to correct; and denounce as Federalists and apos- 
tates ali those who still adhere to the principles which they hypo- 
critically professed, and who insist upon carrying those princi- 
ples into practica! operation. Surely, sir, the time has come 
when public sentiment ought again “to inscribe upon the list of 
Executive duties, in characters too legible fo be overlooked, the 
task of reform; and especially the correction of those abuses 
which have brought the patronage of the Federal Govern- 
ment into conflict with the freedom of elections; and the 
counteraction of those causes which have disturbed the right- 

Jul course of ap ointment, and have placed or continued 
power in unfait ul or incompetent hands.” 

Does my colleague require additional evidence to establish 
my position that the Whigs of Tennessee, whom he denounces 
ev bitterly, are contending for the same principles, in regard to 
Executive patronage, which have ever been professed by the 
true Republican party, and which were professed by the leaders 
ofthat party to which he belongs, when they were seeking 
power? If he does, I furnish it to him in the following: ex- 
tracts {rom the speeches and circulars of a man whom my col- 
league delights to eulogize—I mean Gavernor Polk, of Tennes- 
sec. Ina speech which that gentleman delivered on this floor, 
March 13, 1826, whilst the contest for the Presidency between 
General Jackson and Mr. Adams was pending, he said: | 

“I am bold to say 1 am of the number whoare of opinion that, 
ifthis happy Government is ever destroyed, which God forbid, 
it will be by encroachments and abuse of power, and by the al: 
luring and corrupting influence of Executive patronage.” 

And in a circular which he addressed to his constituents 1n 
1827, he expressed his opinions in relation to the power and in- 
fluence of the Federal Executive aa follows: ; 

“Gn relation to the extensive patronage of the Executive, my 
opinion is that it iy already ‘too great, 1s increasing, and ought to 
be diminished.’ ” 

“This is not a contest between men alone. Great and vital 

rinciples are involved. Itis a contest between power and right 

he issue isin fact joined between the people in vindication or 
their rights on the one side, and the power and patronage 0 

ublic rulers on the other.” ; 
P “Those who are not for the people, and for popular rights, are 
against them, and may be justly termed servile adhergn i 
power, however obtained, and by whomeoever ere nione with 

Let my colleague contrast these sentiments an 1 opima by the 
those advanced by him, and entertained and acted up A 

; ? en be able to determine, 
party to which he belonge; and he will then | ertainly true that 
with accuracy, who have apestatized. A A in 1826-27; and 
these piinciples were deemed to be Repu , 


3 iesi co: 
that they are now opposed by my celleague ana nie po unca the 


saying that these declarations 


of opinions and principles 
do not apply to the question 
vite his attention to an extra 
Senate of the United States 
then, as now, one of the ma 


It is as follows: Mr. Jefferson in his sentiments as to 


“p concur entirely with esta alandi to h 
he conduct of Federal officers in relation to the 
er ine. country. That enlightened stateeman wae of 


“> proportion with kis past wickedness and infidelity. 


` higher and more profound respect than for the distinguished in- 


710 


26ra Conc... Isr Sess. 


Freedom of Elec'ions—Mr. Gentry. 


opinion that it was ‘highly culpable in Federal officers to inter- 
fere in the business ef electioneering.’ When writing upon this 
subject he says: ‘Freedom of election being essential to the mu- 
tual independence of Government, and with the different 
branches of the same Government go vitally cherished by most 
of our Constitutions, it is deemed improper for officers, depending 
on the Executive of the Union, to attempt to control or influ- 
ence the free exercise of the elective right.’ He further says to 
the officers under him that ‘he expects they will not attempt to 
influence the votes of others, nor take any part in the business 
of electioneering, that being deemed inconsistent with the Con- 
s itution, and their duties to it.’ ” 

“Io support of the opinion I entertain, I refer you to another | 
high authority. The present Chief Magistrate (General Jack- { 
son,) in his Inaugural Address, when speaking of Executive du- | 
tiea which demanded particular attention, refers directly to the f 
‘correction of those abuses that have brought the patronage of | 
the Federal Government into conflict with the freedom of elec- | 
tions.’ Strengthened, as l am, by these expressions of opinion, | 
F feel the less hesitation in saying that every officer of the Fede- | 
ral Government is entitled to a free and uninterrupted right of 
suffrage, and should not be disturbed in the exercise of it; but 
when they become partisans in elections, and attempt to con- 
trol the elective franchise in others, they should be dismissed 
from public employment; and I should be gratified to see this 
principle acted out to ita fullest extent, whether the officer thus 
e act with or againet the party to which I belong. 
When I see an office-holder interfering in elections, the first 
i lea that strikes me is, that he is thinking of his office and his 


dread; and, therefore, an unfit adviser of those whose only ob- | 


ject isthe public good.” 

Mr. Speaker, these are principles which have ever been held 
by the true Republicans of our country, and they are precisely 
those which are now entertained hy the Whig party. They are 
repudiated by the supporters of the present President, because 
they know that he was elevated to the Presidency by the viola- 
tion of these principles, and that he relies upon the same 
“abuees in the administration of Executive pai e,” which 
elevated him to power, to secure his re-election. Hence his 
partisans are driven to the necessity of renouncing the princi- 
ples which they once professed, and of defending and justifying 
those corrupting abuses from which they formerly pretended to 
apprehend so much dangerto the public liberty. But, sir, I 
-have yet in reserve an authority to sustain and justify me in | 
the ition which I take upon the subject of Executive power | 
and influence, for which I am confident my colleague feels a 


dividuals whose opinions I have brought to my aid in this dis- 
cuesion. Ic is the opinion of one no less distinguished than my 
colleague himeelf. I have already informed the House that my 
colleague isa new convert to Van Buren Democracy; and, like 
most new converts, his present zeal and devotion 5 in exact 
t wil be 
remembered that, towards the close of General Jackson’s admi- 
mistration, when the public mind was directed to the choice of 
his successor, the people of Tennessee, believing that they saw 
in hie effort to control the selection of his successor a violation 
ofthose principles which hac elevated him to power, rose up in 
noble resistance against his arrogant attempt to dictate to them, 
aod nominated a distinguished citizen of their own State (Judge 
White) forthe Presidency. Popular enthusiasm -rose high in 


. his favor; and, with few exceptions, the peuple of that State 
were united in his support. 


No one was louder in professions 
cfadmiration for the character and services of Judge White, 
and of devotion to the principles with which he stood identified, 
than my colleague, and no one was more bitterly vehement 
than he in denouncing and opposing Mr. Van Buren. He 
threw himseif into the current, which was running strong in 


` favor of Judge White, and was triumphantly borne by it into 


the Legisiature of Tennessee. 1 was also amember-of that Le- 


`` gislature, and.wasan humble co laborer in that good cause so 


zealously espoused and supported by my colleague. 

1n obedience to the mandate of the popular will, that Legis- 
lature adopted a preamble ard resolutions formally presenting 
Judge White to the people of the United States as a candidate 


`: for the Presidency, in which they enumerated the objects which 


they had in view in seeking to elevate him to that high station, 


'. as follows: 


“1 To-secure to the people the exercise of the right of suf- 


.. frage in the election of the President of the United States, in- 


-dependent of the influence and dictation of caucus nomina- 


- tions. 


A i the 


2. To resist the establishment of the practice of electing the 
President according to any plan of regular succession among 
functionaries of the Government. 

3. The limitation and contro! of Executive patronage with- 
in such safe. and expedient bounds as to secure the freedom 


“and purity of the elective franchise against all undue official 


influences.” > 
-Mr. Speaker, I need not ay that the bill under consideration 
aime at the accomplishment of the object last specified in the 


> extract which I have just read. My colleague voted for that 


preamble; and so conspicuons had been his zeal on that occa- 


. soa that he was selected by the presiding officer of the House 


ting to inform Judge White of hie nomination by the Legis. 
ature as a candidate for the Presidency; and as my colleague 
hasthought proper to denounce that distinguished individual in 
the grossest and most unsparing terme, on more‘than one occa- 
ion during the present session of Congress, I will read the letter 
which that committee addressed to him, that the House may see 
how great has been the change in the opinious of my colleague 
n relation to men as well as principles: oa 
“NASHVILLE, Oct, 23, 1835. 

°¢¥o the Hon. Huon L. Warts: era , 


Representatives to be one of a committee which was ap- 
u 


`- “Sim: The undersigned have been appointed a committee of 


the General Assembly to inform you that the people of the 
State of Tennessce have, by their Representatives, nominated 
you to their fellow-citizens of the United States for the office of 
Chief Magistrate. This duty we conceive. will be best dis- 
charged by communicating to you the preamble and resolutions 
adopted by both Housesot the General Assembly. From them 
you will learn the principles upon which the nomination was 
made. These, as also the attending circumstances, we take 
leave to say, appear to us no less henorable to the people of the 
State than to yourself. . By this act they have shown a discrimi- 
nation and devotion to principle worthy the imitation of pos- 
terity. 

“Wo avail onrselves of thie occasion to tender to you the as- 


“serances of our esteem and veneration for your character, and 
our ardent wishes for your personal happiness.” 


Then follow the signatures of the committee, my colleague 
(Harvey M. Watterson] being one of the number. 

Such, sir, waa the political position of my colleague in 1895; 
and such the evidence upon which I rely to sustain the position 
which I aseumed in referen: e to him at the outset of my re- 
marks. What new lights have beamed upon his vision to 
work such a marvellous change in his principles, and in his 
opinions of men, I will not conjecture; but, when I shall have 
finished his political history, I think it probable that every gen- 
tleman on this floor will be able 1o judge of that question in a 


manner quite satisfactory to himself. The great political bat- | 


tle was fought, and victory perched upon the standard of Mr. 
Van Buren. Ilis predecessor, at the head of his trained band— 


his corpsof a hundred thousand office holders, whom Mr. Bu- | 


chanan (a leader of the Van Buren party) once styled “the 


hired soldiers of the President,” proved to be an overmatch for ` 
But : 


those who struggled against a combination so powerful. 
the political banner which Tennessee had unfurled was nobly 
upborne by her sons; and though struck down elsewhere, it 
waved in proud and glorious triumph within her own borders. 
In the summer of 1837, another election was held in that State 
for members of Congress and the Legislature, The same ques- 
tions entered into that election which had controlled the preced- 
ing one. Those who had opposed the election of Mr. Van Bu- 
ren, with few exceptions, stood forth in opposition to his Ad- 
ministration, declaring thatthe wai against him should never 
end until the principles of Republicanism, which had been vio- 
lated in his election, should be vindicated and re established, 
and the injuries iaflicted upon the spirit of the Constitution re- 
pressed and repaired. The people rallied to the support of their 
principles, and returned to the Legislature a large majority of 
members opposed to the Administration of Mr. Van Buren. 
My colleague was not a candidate for re-election; but, very 
soon after the result of the contest was known, he forwarded to 
me his congratulations upon the success of the Opposition, 
with an announcement that he would be a candidate for clerk 
of the Legislature, of which I had been elected a member The 
Legislature convened; a large majority, as I before remarked, 
being opposed to the Administration of Mr. Van Buren. My 
colleague, in accordance with thé previeus intimation which | 
had received from him, became a candidate fora clerkship, and 
was elected. 1 will aot say, nordo I believe, that his opposi- 
tion to Mr. Van Buren was the only merit which gave him a 
claim to that station; but, certain Iam that he could not have 
procured it if he had occupied even a doubtful position on that 
question. Meanwhile, the supporters of Mr. Van Buren, though 
repeatedly deteated, had never despaired of ultimately effecting 
a political revolution in Tennessee. The patronage of the Fe- 
deral Government was steadily and effectively employed for 
the consummation ofthat object. ` 

By artfully addressing himself to the cupidity of the avari- 

cious and to the ambition of the aspiring spirits of that State, 
the President succeeded in enlisting to his supportsome of the 
most talented and influential men in Tennessee, who, with zeal, 
sharpened and stimulated by the hope of reward or promotion, 
effectively exerted themselves to induce the people to believe 
that it was their interest and their duty to ground the arms of 
opposition to Mr. Van Buren, andgive him their support. B 
such means as these, a considerable diversity of political opi- 
nion was created in the public mind; and, insome parts of the 
State, very great changes in favor of Mr. Van Buren had been 
effected. In the Congressional districts which was then repre- 
sented by Mr. Polk. but which is now repr: sented by my col- 
league, {Mr. WaTTERSON,] a complete revolution in public sen- 
timent had been effected. In the autumn of 1833, James K. 
Polk, then Speaker of this House, announced himself as acan- 
didate for the office of Governor of Tennessee, for the well un- 
derstond purpose of revolutionizing that State in reference to 
nationa’ politics, with a view to the accomplishment of ulterior 
objects connected with his own political aggrandizement. His 
character asa popular orator, and the extraneous aid which it 
was known would be brought to his support, in-pired the Van 
Buren party with lively hopes of success, and stimulated them 
to another desperate struggle. Throughout the length and 
breadth of Tennessee, “the busy note of preparation” sounded; 
and the champions on either side were girding thmselves for the 
conflict. It was obvious to ali that a struggle for political su- 
premacy between the two parties, more fierce and terrible than 
any which had preceded it. was about being made. 
a time to “ry the souls of men.” It was atime when “sum- 
mer soldiers and sunshine patriots” would shrink from the se- 
vere encounter, and when each “ture man” would nobly and 
fearlessly stand forth to mainta'n and defend, atall hazards, the 
cause and the principles which his conscience and his reason 
approved. 

At the moment when the first battle call rose upon the breeze 
—when thefirst war cry of theenemy wae heard in the dis- 
tance, and answering shouts of defiance from those whose souls 
were determined and unterrified, gave evidence that the battle 
was about to begin, and that “danger and death” would be the 
order of the day—my colleague ekulked away from the standard 
which he had followed so long-—abandoned the cause and the 


principles to which he had professed to be so warmly devoted— ; 


deserted his friends in their hour of utmost need and peril— 
joined the enemy—took a commission in hie service—turned 
his sword against his friends, and became the slanderer and re- 
vil er of those tor whom he had previously professed the warm- 
est personal and political friendehip! ! 1 
Mr. Speaker, my colleague took occasion, at an early period 
of this session, upon a question about which he and myself dif- 
fered in opinion, to express his regret that we could not “stand 
shoulder toshoulder” upon a subject in relation to which the 
interests of our constituents were the came. Sir, I do not de- 
sire to offend my colleague; but, after the experience | have al- 
ready had of an alliance with him, I cannot resist the impulse 
which prompts me to tell him that it can never hereafter be a 
canse of regret with me to find himein opposition to me upon 
any subject whatever. I deem it eafer to contend with him as 
an adversary, than to rely upon him as a friend. No man 
fears toencounter an enemy who advancee boldly and undis- 
guisedly to the front, challenging to the conflict; but the bravest 
may well fear the stiletto thrusts of faisehearted and perfidious 
friends. 1 am contending now forthe same principles tor which 
1 contended when my acquaintance with my colleague com- 


It was. 
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menced in the Legiglature of Tenneseee, in 18°5. Nothing has : 


transpired since that time to weaken my convictions of the cor- 
rectness of those principles, or create a doubt of the nropriety of 


‘the opposition which was then made by the people of Tennessee 


to the election of Mr. Van Buren. I can conceive of no cause 
which can justify my colleague in the course which he has 
thought proper to pureue; and I tell him again, once for all, 


, stand, 
: him from that malignity which in hie Jifetime never slept? 


. is not dead, physically or politically. 


: an honest one. 


May, 1840. 
H. of Reps. 


that T cannot and do not appreciate the regret which he 
expressed. Not content with having renounced principles 
the maintenance of which he once declared to be essential to 
the preservation of the public liberty, and with having aban- 
doned friends for whom he professed the highest esteem, he 
seeks to commend himself to the favor of his new political 
associates, by violent!y denouncing his former principles, 
and villifying the friends to whom he pretended to be ao 
much devoted. When he addressed the House upon the bill 
now under copsideration, he aJluded to the votes of the two 
Senators who recently represented the State of Tennessee in 
the other end of this Capitol. upon a bill introduced in the 
Senate by Mr. Crittenden of Kentucky, somewhat similar in 
its provisions to the one under consideration. He characte- 
rized those Senators, and their political friends in Tennessee, 
as apostates and Federalists, and informed the House that the 
votes which they gave in favor of that bill had been fatal 
to them—that they were politically dead. If they are indeed 
dead, why does my colleague assault them so furiously? Doce 
my colleague (Mr. WATTERSON] possess that unenviuble cou. 
rage which prompted Falstaffto thrust his sword into a dead 
hero? Does he delight to mangle dead bodies? Will he, like 
Falstaff, claim to be made a Duke, asa reward for his chivalry? 
Or to be appointed Receiver General? Or have his services 
requited by any other office within the gift of the Executive? 
If those gentlemen are, as my colleague says, politically pros. 
trate in the State of Tennessee, why does he travel out of his 
way to denounce them? Js he under the control of that princi- 

le of human nature which makes a man, who is conscious of 

aving injured another, pursue the injured individual with un- 
relenting and motors ne hatred? One of the Senators whom 
he denounced [Judge White] was, at that time, confined to a 


| bed of mikes om which it was not expected he would re- 


cover. Since that time, he had paid the last debt of nature. 
He has passed the 


“Undiscovered bourne, whence no traveller returns,” 


He has stood before that dread tribunal before which all must 
He isa tenant of the tomb. Will the grave ehelter 


May he not find a refuge in death from that storm of slander 
and detraction with which his political enemies sought to 
overwhelm him, before death had robbed them of their victim? 
But sir, I deny that he is politically dead. The purity and 
severe simplicity of his life—the stern integrity of his charac- 
ter—his incorruptible patriotiem—his Jong and illustrious ser. 
vices to his country, remain the property of hie countrymen, 
in whose gratitude and affection he will live furever; and fa- 
thers and mothers will point their children to his history, as 
furnishing an example for them to imitate, when the names 
and memories of those who reviled him while living, and who 
willslander him when dead, shall be buried in the grave of 
etemal oblivion, The other distinguished individual to whom 
my colleague alluded as being politically dead, (Mr. Fostsr,} 
} Tne, his political op- 
ponents, through a combination of adventitious circumstances, 
which will never again exist, obtained a majority in the last 
Legislatore of Tennessee, and gave instructions to Mr. Foster 
and his colleague (Judge White) which honor and patriotism 
forbade them to obey. They resigned their seats, and appeal- 
ed from the Legislature to the people—from a packed jury to 
Judge White was not permitted to live until 
the verdict of the people was rendered; but Mr. Foster is be- 
fore them, ably and manfully vindicating himself and his de- 
ceased colleague. The people have awarded to him the privi- 
lege of speaking for himeelf. He isspeaking to them the words 
of “truth and soberness,” which sik deep into their hearts and 
understandings. He is scattering the seed of truth upon good 
ground, which will bring forth the fruit of political regenera- 
tion and redemption, to the mortification of my colleague (Mr. 
WATTERSON] and his political coadjutors in Tennessee. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I am aware that it is quite unnecessary 
for me to defend Judge White or Mr. Foster from the denuncia- 
tions of my colleague. Their fame and characters rest 
upon a basis too broad to be shaken by his puny arm. I will 
therefore proceed to notice other matters intreduced by him 
into this debate, many of them of a character so paltry and 
contemptible that I feel it to be a humiliating necesalty 
which imposes upon me the task of discussing them. He 
undertook to defend the Administration of Mr. Van Buren 
against the charges which have heen made against it in re- 
lation to the extraordinary defalcatiens of public officers which 
have occurred; and for this purpose he read from an official 
communication made hy Levi Woodbury, purporting to show 
that the losses to Government, on account of the defalcation 
of public officers, had been greater under the Administration 
of Mr. Adams than under that of General Jackson, in propor- 
tion to the amounts collected and disbursed. Without ayin 
any thing in read to the credibility of the evidence whic 
my colleague introduces to sustain his position—but, for the 
sake of argument, admitting it to be true—does it constitute a 
defence of Mr. Van Buren’s administration? The same officer 
has informed us that the whole amount of losses tothe Govern- 
ment, on account of defalcations, from its commencement up 
to 1837, the beginning of Mr. Van Buren’s administration, was 
2,038,594 81; and we know that accident has developed to our 
knowledge the defalcations of two individuals, who have 
plundered from the public Treasury since that time 
$1,297,829 75! How many millions have been plundered 
of whick we are uninformed, and will ever remain uninformed, 
I will not undertake to conjecture. But, sir, let justice be done. 
Let not the partisans of Mr. Van Buren be permitted to throw 
around him the character and popularity of Genera) Jackson, 
to protect him from the public indignation and disapprobation. 

he next great question which my colleague introduced to 
the consideration of the House was a bids | committee of Cin» 
cinnati, which he says have taken General Harrison under their 
especial keeping, and will not permit him to write or speak, or 
in any manner publish to the world the principles which will 
overn his administration, in the event that he is elected Presi- 
Sent of the United States. Treply to that portion ef my col- 
league’s speech by reading a short extract from Gen. Harrison’s 
letter accepting the nomination of the Harrisburg Convention 
as a candidate for the Presidency. I: is as foliows: 

“it may, perhaps, be expected that I shonkl embrace this ot- 
casion to declare the principl& upon which the Administration 
will be conducted, if the efforts of my friends to place me in the 
Presidential chair should prove successful. But having, ina 
letter to the honorable Harmar. Denny, and in another to the 
honorable Sherrod Williams, hoth of which have been 
public, given my views at some length of the character and ex: 
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tent of powers vested by the Constitution in the President, I 
consider n unnecessary to repeat them here.” 

If my colleague desires to know what are the principles of 
zeneral Harrison, let him read the letters to which he refere, in 
the extract which Ihave read; let him read the speeches of Gen. 
Harrison, made in Congress and out of Congress; let him read 
hts country's history, made brignt aud glorious by the DEEDS of 
General Harrison; and if all this will net satisfy him, let him go 
to those fields Woere the bloodiest battles have deen fought in 
defence of Its country: and he will find the principles at Gen. 
Harrison written upon them in characters of blood. The illus 
trous deeds of Gen. Harrison, in the Senate Chamber and upon 
the battle He'ds of his country, give to his friends satisfactory 
assurance of the soundness of his principles, and the exaltation 
of his patriodsm, and turnish a batter guarantee than written or 
veroal deciarations, (hat if he shall be elected :o the Presidential 
chair, he will so administer the Government as to promote the 
happiness and prosperity of the people, and advance the honor 
and glory of the nation, 

My cuiieague has applied to Levi Woodbury, Secretary of 
the Treasury, tor a statement of the compensation which Ge- 
neral Harrison bas received from the Government for the ser- 
vices which he has rendered in the various public stations 
which he has filled during a long and eventful life, most of 
which has been spent in the service of his country. It would 
seem that the accommodating Secretary was quite happy to 
have it in his power to furnish the information sought for by 
my colleague; and the musty records of the past not having 
been destroyed by the fire which consumed the Treasury build- 

ing in 1833, the whole clerical force of the Treasury Depart- 
mentseems to have been brought into requisition, by order of 
the Secretary, to furnish to my colleague the desired oficial 
statement, ‘rom which it appears that General Harrison has, 
during his life, received from the Government, as compensa 
tion, an aggregate sum of upwards of seventy thousand dollars. 
This oificial statement is embodied in the ‘speech of my col- 
league, and sent forth to the people, for the double purpose of 
correcting the impression which is abroad in the land, that 
Gen. Harrison is not wealthy, and to satisfy the people that he 
has no claim upon their gratitude. This grand political move- 
ment of my colleague and the Secretary of the Treasury will 
doubtless conatitute an era in the annals of political warfare. 
When the people are hereafter called upon to decide between 
the conflicting claims of rival aspirants to the Presidency, they 
will, [suppose, only have to ascertain the respective amounts 
which the rival candidates have received from the Treasury, 
aod give their votes to him who has received the smallest sum. 
This new Moile of testing merit emanates from a source 8o 
high and respectable, that it is certainly entitled to serious con- 
sideration. For my own par‘, I desire to see an immediate ex- 
perimenial app.ication of the principle. Ihave not applied to 
the Secretary of the Treasury to furnish to me statements of the 
compensation which Mr. Van Buren has from time to time re- 
ceived. But we know thar, when the present year shall have 
expired, he will have been four years President of the United 
Siates, receiving an annual salary of twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars, making an aggrexate of one hundred thousand dollars which 
he has received fur his services as Presicent ofthe United States. 
We know that he has been four years Vice President of the 
Tnited Stites, receiving an annual salary of five thousand 
dollars, making an aggregate of twenty thousand dollars which 
he has received for his servicesas Vice President of the United 
States. We know that he has been minister to England, re- 
ceiving for his services in that capacity the usual outfit and sa 
lary, making an aggregate of eighteen thousand dollars which 
he has received for his service: as minister to England. These 
items, added together, amount tothe šum of one hundred and 
thirty-eight thousand dollais. If to this was added the compen- 
sation which Mr. Van Buren has received for his services in va- 
tious cther public stations, it would appear that he has received 
fromthe Government a sum more than double the amount 
which has been received by General Harrison. Thus you see, 
sir, that, unJer the new test of merit which my colleague and 
Mr. Woodbury seem disposed to introduce, General Harrison 
still occupies the vantage ground. Compare the services ren- 
dered to his country with those of Mr. Van Buren, and the con- 
trast will be more striking in favor of Gen. Harrison. What pub- 
lic service has Mr. Van Buren ever rendered which conferred ho- 
nor upon his country, or dispensed blessings to his countrymen? 
Mr. Speaker, my colleague was pleased to treat the House 
with a review of several Whig conventions which have recently 
assembled in different parts of the United States, and to favor us 
with sketches of the lives and characters of the individuals who 
composed those conventions. He read a statement from a news- 
paper in Ohio, (the publishers of which have, for many years 
past, been quartcred upon the public Treasury, and have re- 
ceived from it Jarge amounts of money,) in relation to a conven- 
tion which recently assembled at Columbus, in that State. That 
statement is 30 glaringly and extravagantly false, that I deem it 


unnecessary to notice it. I cannot forbear, however, to 
express my surprise and astonishment that my col- 
league should have felt himself authorized to embody 


that statement in his printed speech, and suppress the 
remarks made by the gentleman from Ou.io, (Mr. Bonp,) ex- 
posing the falschood of that statement, and the infamons 
character of its authors. But my colleague, no doubt, thinks 
he has a right to select for himself a code of morals by which 
to govern his own conduct; and I therefore, without further 
remark upon that part of his speech which related to the Co. 
lumbus convention. proceed to notice his review of the Harris- 
burg ¢onvention, which nominated Gen. Harrison as a candi- 
date for the Presidency, That convention consisted of 240 or 
250 membere—gentlemen of character and distinction from al- 
moat every State in the Union, who met together for the purpose 
of securing harmeony and concert of action upon a subject of 
absorbing interest to themselves and their countrymen gene- 
rally. They were not the “hired soldiers of the President,” 
who met to devise measures to sustain power in its encroach- 
ments upon popular liberty; but they were FREEMEN, who, in 
the exercise of a constitutional right, met together to devise 
measures for the perpetuation of that freedom which they inhe- 
rited from their ancestors. A man who could number among 
his phrenological developments the organ of conscientiousness, 
would feel it to be a delicate task to undertake, upon his own 
responsibility, to publish histories of the past lives, the present 
political position, and future purposes and objects of such an 
assemblage of gentlemen. Biographical historians generally 
devote much time and labor to the collection of materials for 
writing the life of a single individual, and are careful to know 
that their information is collected from authentic and reliable 
sources. But my colleague, being gifted in a peculiar and ex- 


traordinary manner with unparalleled unscrupulousness, and 
reckless of the injustice which he is likely to inflict, enters up- 
on the task of giving to the public the private and public histo- 
ty of 240 individuals, with whom he Is unacquainted, and of 
whose lives and characters he knows nothing, Surely my col- 
league will secure to himself all the benefits of his new discove- 
ry in literature, by procuring a patent light. Certain I am, 
that his friends will insist upon his persevering in this new field 
of ambitious adventure. Tuey will conclude that, if he cannot 
win a fameas immortal as Flutarch’s, he may, nevertheless, 
reasonably hope to achieve a notoriety as enviable as that of 
Baron Munchausen. It is a maxim, sir, the truth of which is, 
I believe, generally conceded, that no manis so entirely vicious 
as hol to possess sume redeeming virtue; or so good as not to 
possess some vicious frailty. But it seems that this maxim 
does not apply to the members of the Harrisburg Convention; 
for my colleague has not been able to find in the character of 
any one of the individuals who composed that convention, a 
single redeeming virtue upon which to bestow bis commenda- 

tion; but, on the contrary, he finds, in the character and history 

ofeach one, something which he seems to imagine will dis- 

parage him in public estimation. Some of them he writes 

down as lawyers, some as traders and speculators—others as 

merchants, Abolitionists, Federalists, Aristocrats, men of plea- 

sure, men of leisure. &c.—all of which terms he seems to use 

asif they implied odium and disparagement. If all that my 

colleague has published in relation to the pursuits and avoca- 

tions of those who composed the Harrisburg Convention be 

true, what doesit prove? What does it establish? How does 

he intend to apply his facts, if they be facts? Whatis the ar- 

gument? It isall cuite incomprehensible to me. Iregret that 

my colleague was not more luminous. What does he mean? 

Ave they not all American citizens? Would my colleague pro- 

scribejthem onaccount ef theiravocations or pursuits? Is it 
thus that his Democracy exhibits itself? I had believed that 

true Democracy recognised as true the maxim that “worth 

makes the man, and want of it the fellow;” andl had supposed 

it to be a cardinal principle in the creed of Democracy that all 

men are entitled to equal political rights, irrespective of their 
trades, callings, pursuits, or professions. I am, therefore, una- 

ble to understand why my colleague seeks to disparage the no- 

minee of the Harrisburg Convention, because there were law- 

yers, doctors, meichants,&c. &c. in that Convention; and I 

am surprised beyond expression that he should labor to excite 
public prejudice against lawyers: for,if I am not much mista- 

ken, some very generous judge has given him a license to 
practice law in the courts of Tennessee. Whether he hasever 
found an individual so simple and credulous as to become his 
client, Iam uninformed. Nevertheless, he isa member of the 
legal profession; and ‘’tis strange, passing etrange, pitiful, 
wondrous pitiful,” that he should seek to accomplish a poli- 
tical object by disparaging the profession of which he is a 
member. My colleague, in his exireme anxiety to find some- 
thing to disparage each member of the Harrisburg Convention, 
writes down some gentlemen as men of pleasure, and others 
as menof leisure! Sir, these terms are exceedingly vague. 
They donot convey tothe minda distinct idea of the charac- 
ters which he attempts to delineate. They may apply to me: 
for, when at home, I am nota day laborer, and am quite fond 
of leisure. Does my colleague mean to convey the idea that it 
is criminal to indulge in leisure? Does he use the term in an 
odious sense? These terms might, with much propriety, be 
applied to my celleague, or to any lawyer who, like him, has no 
professional duties to perform, except to make a daily visit to 
his office, to see that the sign beard maintains its place over 
the door, to give notice to the world that the occupant is a wait- 
ing candidate for “fees and fame.” A man of leisure! I know 
of none who enjoy so much leisure asjthe planters of the 
South, who have been generally admitted to be pre-eminent in 
those noble qualities and manly virtues which give dignity to 
human nature. I do not comprehend my colleague. I am 
sorry that he was not more intelligible. After completing his 
biographical view of themembers of the convention, he con- 

denses an expression of his object into one sentence, by saying 
that they are men “who have no interests in common with the 
great body of the people.” The farmers were not there in 
their proper persons, and my colleague no doùbt hopes toin- 
duce them to vote against the nominee of the Harrisburg Con- 
vention, by exciting their prejudices against those who nomi- 
nated him; by telling them that the convention was composed 
of lawyers, Coctors, merchants, &c. “who have no interests in 
common with the great body of the people.” Is he not aware 
of the fact that it is very much the custom of the American 
people to entrust the performance of public duties to law- 
yers and other professional characters? Let him look around 
this hall—upon his own political friends, and he will see that 
the proportion of lawyers, merchants, &c. is as great 
upon this floor, as it was in the Harrisburg convention. 
I am a faimer—my colleague is a lawyer. I arrogateto my- 
selfnosuperiorclaim to public confidence over him on that ac- 
count. On thecontrary, I do not hesitate to declare itas my 
opinion that the study and practice of the law give a training to 
the mental faculties, a discipline to the mind, which, when 
united with talentsand integrity, qualify a man better than any 
thing else can for usefulness in public life. Talents, integrity, 
and patriotism, are confined to no particular profession or avo. 
cation; and, wherever found, the possessor is entitled to honor, 
to trust, and to confidence. But, sir, if my colleague will insist 
upon establishing an arbitrary test of merit, which shall ex- 
clude all who are not farmers from participating in public af- 
fairs, he will find that ıt will be very fatal to that political party 
whose ascendency he seems to have so much at heart. Mr. 
Van Buren, the chief of that party, is a lawyer, as also area 
large majority of his supporters in both Houses of Congress. 
Genera! Harrison is a farmer; and although I am not preju- 
diced against lawyers, I mostsincerely believe that the farmers 
of the United States wil] very much promote their own interest 
and that of their countrymen generally, by elevating to the 
Presidency the man who has faithfully served the Republic in 
many important civil stations; who nobly and valiantly defend- 
ed his country when the storm of war raged within its borders; 
and who now, when pzace blesses the land, lives in republican 
simplicity, upon hisown farm, devoting himself to the pure, 
virtuous, and manly pursuits of agriculture. 

Mr. Speaker, it isthe habit of Mr. Van Buren’s supporters to 
rely very much upon the force of names. They entertain an 
opinion very different from that ofthe poet, who said, “What’s 
inaname? A rose by any other name would smell as sweet." 
And they hope to d'sguise the enormity of their principles and 
practices, and render their political opponents odious to the 
people, by applying to them unpopular names. Hence, they 


assume that all who oppose the re election of Mr. Van Buren 
are Federalists, an ı thatall of his opponents w!o live north of 
Mason and Dixon’s line, are Abolitionists. Proceeding upon 
these broad and false assumptions, my colleague, in hia review 
of the Harrisburg Convention, writes down many of the gentle- 
men who composed that assemblage as Federalists and Aboli« 
tionists, hoping thereby to aid the exertions which the leaders 
of his party are making to induce the people of the Southern 
States to believe that General Harrison is an Abolitionist and a 
Federalist. My colleague did not opealy and manfully mako 
the charge that General Harrison isan Abolitionist, because he 
knew that thec harge would be promptly met, and its falsehood 
proven; and therefore, he chose to dealin “damnable hints and 
diabolical muendoes,” accomplishing hia object by indirection, 
and avoiding the responsibility of making a falee charge. I pro- 

ose, sir, lo expose the injustice of this disguised imputation. 

o geatleman upon this floor has ventured to make the charge 
that General Harrison is an Abolitionist. No man of common 
sense and common information believes him to be one. No 
man who will refer to the course which he pursued in this 
House, upon the application of Missouri for admission into the 
Union, and take the trouble to examine his opinions, as ex- 
pressed in various letters and speeches, can for a moment doubt 
that he is as free as any living man from this odious imputation; 
and I do not hesitate to declare it as my opinion, that nut one of 
the gentlemen of this House who have garbled his letters and 
speeches for the purpose vu: making the people believe him to 
be an Abolitionist, do themselves believe it. Yet they do not 
hesitate to inflict the deepest injustice upon General Harrison, 
by making the people believe him an Abolitionist. Iam not so 
profoundly versed in ethics as to be able to draw the dis- 
tinction between the moral guilt of originating an untruth. and 
that of endeavoring by such means to make the people believe a 
falsehood. 

{Mv. Coopsr of Georgia rose, and, in substance, said that with- 
out undertaking to say whether ort ot General Harrison wasan 
Abolitioniet, his party was identified with them; and that, if 
elecied President, his administration would be controlled by 
them; an { that this was the issue which he desired to present to 
the country.) 

Mr. Gentry resumed his remarke. I understand the gentle- 
man from Georgia to say that, while he declines to make the 
charge that General Harrison is himself an Abolitionist, he con- 
tends that he ia supported by them for the Presidency; and 
that Abolition influence will control his Administration. In 
some of the States of this Union the people are very equally di- 
vided between the two great political parties, and the Aholi- 
tioniats hold the balance of power between them, and can, by 
uniting with the one or the othe) party, control the election; 
and doubtless Mr. Van Buren or General Harrison will be very 
willing to receive their support in any of the States thus situ- 
ated. As for myself. solemnly believing that the defeat of the 
party which has for so many years wielded the power of the 
Government is demanded by the best interests of the people 
andthe Government, I sincerely hope that the Abolitioniets 
will co-operate in the accompliahment of that object in all the 
States which are situated as 1 have described. But, sir, we 
have the most indubitable evidence that such will not be the 
case; for the leaders of the Abolitionists have nominated candi» 
dates for the Presidency and Vice Presidency of their own par- 
ty, and, at this time, are making vigorous and successful exer- 
tions to establish a separate and independent political organi- 
zation. The premises of the gentlemen are false, and his con» 
clusion is absurd. Tt isnot true that General Harrison is the 
candidate of the Abolitionia‘s; and, if it was true, that they are 
supporting him for the Presidency, it would still be absurd to 
conclude that they would control his Administration. It is an 
undeniatle truth, that the leading men and principal newspa- 
pers of the Abolitionists have been actively and zealously op- 

osing the election of General Harrison, and have denounced 
him for his ultra opposition to their views. Yet, in defiance of 
these well known facts, gentlemen iterate and reiterate the 
charge that General Harrison is the candidate of the Abolition- 
ists; and that the Southern States of the Union cannot, consis- 
tently with their peculiar interests, support him forthe Presi- 
dency. Who can believe that General Harrison would, in any 
event, countenance the schemes of those fanatics?—schemes 
which jeopard the integrity of the Union—that Union which he 
has made so many sacrifices to maintain, and so often perilled 
his life to defend. ae 

Sir, it is a well known fact that the Abolitioniats have never 
been united upon political questions, but have co-operated with 
the one party or the other, and been governed in their party as- 
sociations, like other citizens, exclusively by local circum- 
stances—by their individual opinions, partialities, or preju- 
dices; and itis extremely absurd to make the charge of Aboli- 
tion against either of the candidates for the Presidency, be- 
cause they are or have been supported by Abolitionists. We 
may, more reasonably, look upon the conduct of those distin- 
guished individuals, in relation to the admission of Missouri 
into the Union, as furnishing a true index to their principles 
upon that question, so peculiarly interesting to the Southern 
portion of this Republic. Atthat time, neither of them were 
aspirants to the Presidency; and there was no motive to induce 
either one of them to conceal his true principles, or profees 
those which he did not in truth entertain. What, sir, was the 
nature of that question? The people of Missouri applied for 
admission into the Union as a State. The Northern portion of 
the Republic insisted upon makingita condition of that admis- 
lon that slavery should be prohibited within the limitsof Mie- 
souri. The Southern States regarded this movement as a de- 

velopment of principles and purposes of a most alarming cha- 
racter, and as vitally involving that peculiar interest which is 
now attacked by the Abolitioniste. They stood forth, as one 
inan, in indignant opposition to the restriction which the North 
desired toimpose. The North was equally earnest and uncom- 
promising in its opposition to the admission of Missouri, ex- 
cept upon the condition which I have mentioned. In this con- 
flict of opinions, of feelings, and of intereste, between the 
Northern and Southern sections of the Union, each became fu- 
riously excited—excited to a degree which menaced civil war, 
andimminently threatened a dissolution of the Union, At that 
most perilous period of our history, when the peculiar institu- 
tion of the South was in such imminent jeopardy, where was 
General Harrison? He was a member of this House—the Re- 
presentative of a constituency whose opinions and prejudices 
were adverse to the feelings and interests of the South upon the 
pending question; but he, like a true patriot, nobly stood forth 
to maintain the compromise of the Constitution, and sacrified 
himself in the performance of a duty which patriotism en- 
joined. Where was Martin Van Buren, and what wae hie con- 
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deet upon that memorable occasion? He was tn the Legislature 
of New Vork; am}, teal tothe caligot patrionem, but obedient 
whe prompiings of a selfish ambnion, he voted to matruct the 
menators of tha: Slate to vote againat the ad niseron of Missouri 
inte the Unwn excep upon the conduon that slavery should be 
profiated whan her borders. These facts present the charac 
tee and conduct of Gereral Harraon to moet favorable contrast 
with Mr. Van Buren. To charge that General Harrison is an 
Adoluone of that he would wo any event countenance thar 
fowneh aad diabolical schemes, is a violation of truh and jus- 
tice—of eormmon senee and common decency. M 
During the pehea! canvass in Tennessee last summer, 
when i was supposed that Mr. Clap would be supported for 
the Presidency ió the Whig party, ia opposition to Mr. V 


Van 
Buren, the partisans of the latter geneman declared to the 
people that Mr. Chay was idenutied with the Abolitioniste; and 
p was slanderal and reviled by that party then, upon the sub- 
ject of Adalon as much as Gen. Harruon is now. But so 
suun ad it was ascertained in that State that General Harrison 
bed deen nominati ty the Harrisburg Convention, they 
t their ground, and wept crocodile tears over the fate of 
Mr. Clay, who, they said, had been sacrificed in deference to 
the Abolnivoists, on account of hia warm and noble devotion to 
Southern interests. Tho people of the South remember these 
things, am! will no longer be deceived upoo this subject by a 
pany which practises such gross inconsistency, and which is 
willing thus to violate (ruth aud justice, to accemplish a pany 
object. This Question, inal! its bearings, bas been so fully dis- 
cussed before ple shat they can no longer be deceived 
in relation to it. Politicians affect to be in extreme agony be- 
cause, as (hey pretend, they do not know the opinions of Gen. 
Harrison upon the subject of Abolition. Those of the people 
whe are most interested in that queetion are well satisfied about 
it They have Genera! Harrisoa’s speeches and letters, openly 
disavowing and dencuncing Abolition schemes and doctrines; 
and they ask no renewal of these pledges. That pledges shouki 
be exacted from Mr. Van Buren wus just and natural, for the 
obvious reason that his vores and previous course had been 
against the Bowh. In reply to inguiries put to him before his 
election, he declared that he wouk! veto any bill that should 
propose to abolish stavery in the District of Columbia, without 
the consent of Mary tand and Virginia; and very safely might he 
give that pledge, becauee it referred toa state of things which 
he wel! knew wouk! pot come to pass. But when pressed with 
Ure constitutional question, whether Congress had the power to 
abolish avery in the District of Columbia, the wary gentle- 
man mid: “I wouk! not, from the lights before me, feel autho- 
naed 10 pronounce that Coagress does not the power of 
mterfering with or abolishing slavery io the District of Colum- 
dia.” 

What was ihe response of General Harrison to a similar 
question? la his letter to Judge Berrien, of Geoigia, and in a 
letter to Mr. Stow, of New Orleans, he has expressly denied the 
coosditutional power of Congress tu abolish slavery in the Dis- 
trie: of Columba: and yet, with prepoxerous folly, the Bouth 
w invoked tw support Mr. Van Buren, and to reject General 
Harrison, apon the ground that the tormer ts sounder upon the 
subject of Abolitoo rhan the !atter. 

Bui there were Federaliets in the Harrisburg Convention! So 
says my colleague; and he is very unhappy because General 
Harrison has pot given anew coateasion o! his political faith— 
as if there could be any doubt about bis princip'es after he has 
avowed and been openly contending for them for so many 

ears. But there were “Federalists” there! Horrible, indeed’! 
t do geatlemen mean by that term? As employed in the 
writings an} speeches of modern times, the werd “Federalist” 
seems to mea any thing or nothing, as party expediency dic- 
taes. So varibas are the senses in which it is employed, that I 
think there ought to be a convention of learned men assembled 
tn settle and define ite meaning. But admitting that there were 
Feceralists at Harrisburg—what then? Itonly shows that there 
was a diversity of sentiment among the friends of Genera! Har- 
rieon—and whatof that?) My colleague seems to think it very 
crimina?that they did not happen to think exactly alike upon 
all poliucal questions. Did a political pariy ever exist who 
were perfectly * eed in all their opinions? Je the Van Buren 
ty thus united? They all cull themeeives Democrats; but a 
moerat in South Carolina is a man bitterly opposed to a pro- 
tectuve tariff, while a Democrat iv Pennsylvania ts in favor of a 
high protective tariff. And will my colleague deny the Demo- 
cracy of the Keystone State? Does he meanto put Pennsylva- 
nia out of bis political church? ; 

Democracy ın Pennsylvania can sanction that which Demo 
cracy dare not sanction in any of the Houthem tates. Yet I 
hear po complaint from my colleague about diversity of opinion 
tn the Democratic family. In the Southern States General Har- 
nisou ie called a Federalist because he was in favor of a protec- 
tive tariff. What bas been the course of Mr. Van Buren in re- 
lation to the tariff? It has been said that the election of Gene- 
ra! Harison is to revive the protective tariff; now, on that 
pa Task, what is the difference between the two candidates! 

Harrison ever gone further than Van Buren iu favor of pro- 
tection? lanswer,no' Mr. Van Buren voted fer the tariff of 
1824; and he did it without insti uctions, from his own persona! 
convietion of ite riety, And he v xed for the tariff of 1828. 
To make this vote of Mr. Vas Buren acceptable to the South, it 
was proclaimed that he voted ander the constraint of struc- 
tions from tis State, but directly contrary ’0 his ewn personal 
convictions. But who does not know that this is untrue? Who 
will deny, here in his place, that those famous inmructions 
which, they tell us, laid such violent constraint on Mr. Van Bu- 
ren’s wl], were, in fact, made to order? It has been openly 
averted, aud never yet contradicted. I repeat the assertion, 
herein my place, justly estimating the responsibility which the 
declaraiwa imposes, that those instructions were got np in the 
Legisiaiure of New York at Mr. Van Buren’s own suggemion; 
that the action of the New York Legislature was suggesied by 
Mr. Van Buren,and approved by him after the instructions had 


vasge]. 

J Yes, sir, whilst Mr. Van Buten was making in the Benate, to 
the Representatives of the South, hypocritical professions of 
husulity to that measure—knowing that he would, in due 
time, receive iastructions from the Legis'ature of New York— 
he was, at the seme time, writing bome to his friends in 
Albany, assuring them thai, if the biil did not pass into a 
law, it should not be for the want of his most earnest exer- 
trons!!! : 

His confidential friends et Albany knew that he desired the 
shelter ot such instructions, end the the Legislature to 
pass them with tle express understanding that they were 
needed as an apology to the Houth for his voting for the “ bill of 
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abominations.” Willany gentleman here deny it? Will any 
Representative from the State of New York rize and contra- 
dict this statement? Lt hecves, I will prove it in the most au- 
thentic form. Letiot the South be longer deluded by Mr. 
Van Buren’s pretended devotion to Southern interests; for ] 
repeat that, ia re'ation to the tari? and abolition, Mr. Van Bu- 
ten’e claim to Southern support is not so strong or well 
founded as General Hartison’s; and the preposterous absuniity 
of the position maintained by the supporters of Mr. Van Bu- 
ren in the South, that to have beon favurab’e to the poliey of a 
protective tariff and internal improvements by the General Go- 
vernment constitutes a Federalist, is proven by the course of 
Mr. Van Buren in reference to those qeestions, and by the va- 
rious and diacordant opiniens of his eupportere in different sec- 
tionsof the Union. But when my colleague fancies that he 
has discovered some contrariety of opinion inthe Whig party, 
he atfects the utmost horror and dismay, and forthwith blows 
a blast, loud and long, upon hisalarm trumpet, to trighten the 
good people from the support of such a party. 1 see sitting 
by the side of my colleague the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. 


Howann,) who mate, upon this tloor, some weeks ago, a moet | 


abls and eloquent argument to prove that the Constitution has 
conferred upon the Federal Government the power to make in- 
ternal improvements; and that itis expedient to exercise that 
power. {she denounced vs a Federalist because he entertains 
these views? No. sir, no; he isa favorite of his party. Yet, 


| inthe Southern Siates of this Union, the vupportere of Mr. 


_ in the land, with bribes in her hand, de 


` Whigs. 


Van Buren, who claim to be the only true Democrats, assert 
that the doctrine urged with so much abilny by that gentleman 
‘ts the most damming proof of Federalism. Thus it is, sir, 
that in different parts of rhe country different standarda of poli- 
tical orthodoxy are erected to suit the purposes of party: 
whilst every where the supporters of the Administration claim 
to be the only true Democrits, and denounce their opponents 
as Federalists. It is by the appucstion of this rule, T pre- 
sume, that my colleague proves that there were Federalists in 
the Harrisburg Convention. Yet itia true that there are indi- 
viduala co-operating with the Whig party who were originally 
Federalista; and it is equally true that very many of the mort 
distinguished leaders of the Van Buren party were originally 
Federaliets. Need Prefer to the long list of such gentemen 
who are prominent supporters of Mr. Van Buren, so trium- 

hantly produced, some days ago, by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Moraan?) To affix the term Federalist to either 
of the rival parties which now struggle for political supremacy, 
as a party desigeation, is sn absurdity. It suits the purposes 
of the Administradion party to employ the word to disparage 
their opponents, but, in eo doing, they reflect upon the most 
prommen men of their own party. 

Every well-informed man knows that the questions which led 
to the adoption of the terms “Democrats” and “Federalists,” as 
party designations, have long ago been settled. Bo far, how- 
ever, as the principles which originally led tothe adoption of 
the terma are iavolved in the political contest which is now 
pending, the Whig pary maintain the principles of the old Re- 
publican party, and our modern self styled Demoerate are ad- 
vocating, ia sume very important paruculars, the principles of 
the old Federal party. The Republican party ofonr early histo- 
ry were op to the extension of the Executive power. Their 
great dreud was the concentration of power in the Executive, 
and the breaking down of those lines of separation which the 
Constitution had estab'iahed between the different dedartinents 
of the Government. ‘They were essentially and in principle 

The term Whig implies opposition to the encroach- 
ments of power against popular rights. k isa term gloriously 
assuciated with the struggles of freedom against tyranny in Eng- 
land and in our own country. 


k ie, in truth, but another pame J ' 


for that party in a state which, to protect the rights and liberties | 


of the people, firmly resists the encroachments of power. But, 
sir, by the grossest pervesion of terms, the attempt is pertina- 
ciously made by those who tamely and aneeTupU ek T support 
the President io all his measures, to deceive the people in rela. 
tion to the principles and objects of the contending political 
parties, by applying to the opponents of the Ad:munistrauon epi 
thets which are used by unprincipled partisans to convey the 
idea of enmity to popular liberty and to the rights and hap- 
piness of the people. That man has etudied the pages of histo- 
ry and the volume of human nature to but little purpose, who 
has not learned that ambitious and a aad hte men always 
seek their owi aggrandizeinent by making hypocritical pro- 
fessions of love for the people, and of devotion to their rights 
and liberties. The people of the United States are awake to the 


hypocrisy of such pretensions, aud can no longer be deceived. | 


hey have learced, by bitter and severe experience, that this 
eterva!l ciy of Democracy, Democracy, and there false profes 
sions of love of the peuple and devotion to their liberty and hap- 
piness which are constantly dinned into their ears by that party 
which has so long wicided and abused the wers of Go- 
vernment, are like the sung of the Syrens, which enchanted 
but to destroy. And, sir, they have aroused, like a giant 
from his slumber. to burst asunder the shackles of party, and 
to prove the legitimacy of their descent from the heroes and 
sagesof the Revolution by redeeming the free institutions of 
their country from the hands of the “spoilemen.’’ They can 
no longer be deceived with a falee isaue. The evils which 
misrule has brought upon the country are now so severely felt 
by people that demagoguisin can no longer conceal from 
them the true causes of thuse evils. They will remember 
that the party in power won their confidence by loudly promis- 
ing retrenchinent an! reform, and a faithful administration of 
the Government for the happiness and welfare of the people. 
They see and fee} that these promises have been shamefully bro- 
ken;that the expenditures of the Government have been increased 
beyond all former precedent; and that vast sums of the public 
treasure have been wasted in the most wanton and profligate 
manner; and, instead of a correction of abuses in the adminis- 
tration of the Government, they see corruption walking abroad 
ng the public moral 
and lowering the standard of public virtue. It is vain to tel 
them that the exigencies of the public service have demanded 
# profusean expenditure. What have you to show for it? 
Where are your achievements? Where shall we look for them? 
Have you provided for the public defence? Let the official 
communications of the Hecretaries of War and of the Navy, 
telling us of the dilapidated condition of our fortifications, an 
the decaying condition of our navy, answer the question. Have 


you, after expending more than twenty millions of dollars in the 


prosecution of the Florida war, conquered the Seminoles? Let 
the blood which is streaming from innocent women and chil- 
dren, murdered by tke tomahawks of unconquered savages, 
anawer the question. What have you achieved tocompensate 


the people for the immense expenditure of their money? You 
can make no satisfactory response to the question. No subter. 
fuges or sophistries which ur ingenuity can invent will satig. 
fy them that you have not been criminally faithless to the trust 
which has been confidedio you. 'The people wil! look back to 
the period of the last war, when our country contended with the 
most powerful nation of the world, whose fleets rode upon 
every sea, and hovered aroundevery harbor; and whose armies, 
flushed with European victories, and leagued with a savage 
foe, travereed our territory, and ravaged our country; and they 
will not fail to dema! of you to explain how it happens that 
the expenditures of the Government, during that gloomy period 
of our history, are exceeded by those of the present Adminis- 
tration ina period of peace. They will compare your promi. 
ees with your performances—the flattering hopes which yon 
raised with the biter disappointments which you have made 
them feel. They will compare their present condition with 
what it was when the reformers came into power. They will 
remember that they were then blesse! with a steady and 
healthy prosperity; they feel that they are now overwhelmed 
by adversity and pecuniary difficulties to an extent which finds 
no parallel in the history of the past. They remember that 
they had a paper currency, which wae convertible into spe- 
cie in every part of the Union, and equal to it in velue in 
the most distant nations of the globe. You promised to 
improve it—the people confided in your promises, and 
submitted it tw your experimenty; and they now eee 
anıl fee! the result, in the destruction of credit, in the banish- 
ment of gold and silver from circulation, the ruin of the bank- 
ing institutions of the country, and in a depression of prices 
which has destroyed the inducements to industry, and brou ht 
universal disticesand embarrassment upon the people, he 
thriving of brokers, of marshals, and sheriffé, the frequency of 
bankruptcies, and the daily sacrifices of property sold under 
execution to discharge pecuniary liabilities, bear witnees to the 
public misrute, and call loudly upon an injured and betrayed 
people to virit retributive justice upon that political party 
which has inflicted upon them calamities so severely dieas- 
trous. Who that believes in the truth of the theory that man is 
capable of self-government, can doubt that the people will heed 
that cal), and per'orm that duty? And, in addition to this lon, 

list of injuries which it is their duty to redress, they will not fai 
to remember the extraordinary means which have been em 

ployed to force upon the country a fiscal system which the 
people have again and again condemned and rejected, and 
which virtually places the entire revenue of the country within 
the control of the President. And when they associate with this 
the monstrous project for raising a standing army of two hun- 
dred thousand men, brought forward by the Secretary of War, 
under the deceptive disguise of “a plan for the reorganization 
of the militia,” which the President in his meseage rays he can- 
not “too strongly recommend to the consideration of Congress,” 
they will believe that there is just cause of alarm for the eafety 
of the public liberty; they will feel that the free institutions be- 
queathed to them by a glorious ancestry are menaced with im- 
minent danger, and they will uprise, in the majesty of their 
strength, to reecue and defend them. My colleague deceives 
himself with a vain hope when he lays “the flattering unction 
to his soul” that (here are triumphs in the future for Mr. Van 
Buren and his party. 

Sir, the signs of the times are too emphatic to be misinter- 
preted—the handwriting is upon the wall—the Republic is safe; 
and when the election shall come in November next, the people 
will pronounce, intones of thunder, their disapprobation of an 


, Administration whose policy is at war with their interests, and 


of a political party whose principles and practices are danger- 
ous to constitutional liberty. hen this “consummation so 
devoutly to be wished” shall have been achieved, 1 expect to 
see the Government once more faithfully and honestly ad- 
ministered for the happiness and welfare of the people. I hope 
to see the heavy cloud of adversity which now darkens our ho- 
rizon rolled away, and the sun of prosperity again ehine forth— 
that the people, under the Sal influence of its beame, may 
advance to wealth and happ ness, and our country resume her 
onward march to increased power and greatness. 


REMARKS OF MR. ALLEN, 
: E OF OHIO, 
Dd the Hause of! Representatives, June %, 1840—On{the 
Í ub-Treasury bill. 


Mr. Cratamant When I first endeavored to obtain the floor 
several daydago, § intended tospeak at length upon sume topics 


- that have sirke béen discussed with very great ability by gentle- 


men who wàrefmore fortunate than myself in catching the 
Chairman's eyez and at this stage of the debate, and of the ses- 


` sion, it would b&an unjustifiable waste of time for me to travel 


| over ground so ably pre-occupied by others. 


; was ex 


I shall, therefore, 
omit mentioning eome matters that had occurred to me, and 
shall be more brief in my remarks upon some to which I pro- 
pose to allude than I otherwise should be. i 

It has been said that every gentleman here was elected with 
special reference to the vote he would give upon the bill under 
consideration, and that he could not now vote otherwiee than 
cted at the time of his election without a violation of 
the understanding, express or implied, that exieted between 
himeelf and his constituents. There may be sume force in this 
remark, but it must be greatly qualified; if we come here with 
our minds fixed, our opinions nameveable, our ears closed 
against ail argument, we can hardly be entided to the appella- 
tien of a deliberative assembly. Whatever weight may be at- 
tached to the proposition by some gentlemen, for myself I do 
not feel its force to any embarrassing extent. I was elected as 


į an opponent of the Administration and its measures generally, 


but whether I should support or oppose this or that particular 
measure, neither my constituents nor myself knew with cer- 
tainty. They knew I was originally and strongly opposed to 
this bill, but since the time, now almost two years, that judg- 
ment was passed upon me and upon that, many occurrences 
may have taken place to induce a change ia some Individuals of 
the opinion then entertained, both by its friencs and its coe- 
mies. 

1 have, therefore, been an attentive listener to some of the 
arguments that have been presented by the advocates of this 
proposition, with an anxious desire to ascertain its real.merite, 
f I had before misapprehended them, and to review thoroughly 
the opinion heretofore entertained and expressed; its friends 
urging its adoption after repeated defeats, with a pertinacity 
showing their confidence in its expediency to be unimpaired. 


June, 1840 


967TH Cons.......1s7T SESS. 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Alleu. 


mema 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


718 
H. of Reps. 


Uf fully satisfied that the welfare, present and prospective, of 
the country. denianded its adoption, Tmight be constrained, bya 
high sense vf patriotism and duty, to disregard the entangie- 
ments of party aliance avd all personal considerations, and 
adopt a course of action diametrically opposite to that] have 
heretofore pursued. 

I was opposed to the Sub-Treasury plan when presented at 
the extra session of Congress in 1837, and have so continued to 
this time. and for these reasons amorg others: Because it will 
expose the money of he Government to new hazards of loss; 
because it wili tend to make two currencies, the better one for 
the Government and the poorer one for the people; because it 
will involve at the commencement, and annually thereafter, a 
great expense, lor v hich there isnot the slightest necessity; be- 
cause of the enormous patronage it will put at the disposition 
ot the Executive: because, practically, it will put the public 
money under his absolute control, thereby. coutrary to all 
suund Republican doctrine, to the lessons taught us by history, 
and in utter contempt of the dictates of common sense, uniting 
the purse and the sword in the same hands; and, finally, because 
it ig one of a series of experiments that has been in process of 
execution for eight years back, and which has proved little else 
than a series of disasters and misfortunes to the country, alike 
destructive to the morals, the prosperity, and the happiness of 
our people. 

These were some of the objections T had to the proposed 
measure,and after again hearing and considering the argu- 
ments presented by its friends, I am obliged to say that my ob- 
jections, instead of being obviated, have received additional 
strength. 

The questions now in issue, I understand to refer to the mode 
of keeping the public funds between the times of collection and 
disbursement, and to the kind of currency in which they shall 
be received. 

And simple andfisolated as they appear at first sight, it seems 
tome they involve considerations of the highest importance to 
the safety and perpetuity of our institutions, and the wellare of 
our people. 

IfI had the ability to examine them all as they merit, time 
would not permit at this late period in the discussion and of the 
session; and I shall therefore very briefly allude to buta few 
of them, and to some of the reasons urged by the friends of the 
billin its behalf. We were told, sir, by the gentleman from 
New Hampshire [Mr. ATHERTON] that the banks claim the cus- 
tody and use of the public money. All the banks, or but a 
part? and ifa part, which? When and how did they do it, and by 
whom and to whom was the claim preferred? Thisis a question 
of fact, and, like other matters offact, it must be suscepuble of 
proof, Where, I ask, then, is the proof? Let it be shown, or 
let the charge be withdrawn. Ido not believe itis well founded, 
or that a particle of evidence can be adduced to warrant such 
an inference, and my opinion is, that the banks would be re- 
luctant w takethe public money at all; and they certainly 
would refusert if they were to be vilified as they have been 
for three years past. by the party in power. But if Tam incor- 
rect as to the fact, the banks have preferred a claim for which 
thereis no foundation whatever. A claim presupposes a right; 
and the banks have no more right to the custody of the public 
funds than has a turnpike company. Itis not upon any basis 
of right that the opponent of this measure would place the mo- 
ney in them, nor oy account ofthe banks as such—but for its 
salety. and tor the benefit ef the people, and to avoid the mani- 
fold dangers incident to the contemplated system, 

We were further told by the same gentleman, that the public 
money should be in the hands of officers responsible to the peo- 
ple. Wili this object be accomplished ty the adoption ofthe 
Sub-Treasury plan? How, T beg to know, are these Sub-Trea- 
surers to be made responsible to the people? The President is 
to appoint the Receivers General and their subordinates; he 
can make and unmake them at hispleasnre. I say the Presi- 

dent appoints, for although affirmative action by the Senate is re- 
quired, we will know nominations to that body have very 
rarely been rejected from the organization of the Government 
down. Genera! Jackson asserted the doctrine for the@first 
time, that the Executive was a unit, and that all the subordinate 
Executive officers were responsible, not to the people, but to 
him, the grand fecus of responsibility; and that he, himself, 
was alone responsible tothe people. But, under the most or- 
thodox doctrine of responsibilty, the subordinate officers of 
this Government are respunsibleto the people, but very re- 
motely and circuitously. The President holdshisstation for 
the term of four years; he may, on the day of his inauguration, 
appoint a very improper man to office, and the people cannot 
reach him before the expiration ofthe Presidential term, and 
then only through the President, and by ousting him only can 
they vust the objectionable officer; and as a thousand censide- 
rations are necessarily taken into view at the Presidential elec- 
tion, it seems to ine obvious that this idea of responsibility for 
all, practical purposes is entirely fallacious. ; 

{tis said that, by depositing the Government funds in banks, 
we imply a grant of political power, How, sir, can political 
power in this country be created or granted by implication? 
and how can corporations, having no souls and no bodies that 
are tangible, receive or exercise political power? Under our 
Constitution and laws, every citizen having certain prescribed 
qualifications possesses not implied. but actual political power; 
and so may the stockholders and officers of banks, not by reason 
of their connection with banks, however, but without any refe- 
rence to them. Ifit were said that men with money have more 
power, politically and otherwise, than men without money, it 
would be ungue- ionably true, because a rich man has more 
means for conferring benefits and for inflicting injuries, than a 
poor one. Butthis power does not depend upon the nature of 
his investments, for the man having money will have the influ- 
ence pertaining to it, whether it be used for banking pur- 
posess, or for manufacturing purposes, or be lent to his neigh- 
bors. 


It is urged that the Sub-Treasury system should be adopted, 
to prevent the use of the public money; and how long, let me 
ask. has it been the doctrine of the Administration party that 
the people should be deprived of the benefits resulting from the 
employment of their own money? What said President Jack- 
son, in his celebrated manifesto, after the removal in 1833 of 
the deposites from the Bank of the United States to the State 
banks? It was, that , Eg 

“The funds of the Government will not be annihilated by be- 
ingtranaferred. They will immediately be issued for the bene- 
fitoftrade; and ifthe Bank of the United States curtails its loans, 
the State banks, strengthened by the public deposites, will ex- 
tend theirs.” 


-inga 


But the extraordinary circular of Mr. Taney, then Secretary 

of the Treasury, is stiiì more to the point; it is conclusive. He 
said to these banks: 
_ “The deposites of the public money will erable you to afford 
increased facilities to the commercial and other classes of the 
community; and the Department anticipates from you the 
adoption of such a course respecting your accommodations, 
as will prove acceptable to the people, and safe to the Govern- 
ment. 

And what said the President two years after, when the pro- 
ces liad been going on for more than three years hy the State 

anke: 
_ “To retain the public revenue in the Treasury, unemployed 
in any way.is impracticable. It is considered against the ge- 
nius of our free institutions to Jock up in vaults the treasure of 
the nation. Such a treasure would doubtless be employed at 
sonie time, as it has been in other countries, when opporiunity 
tempted ambition.” 

General Jackson says it is “impracticable” to prevent the use 
of the public money; and I ask those gentlemen about me who 
believe in the infallibility of his judgment, why it is that we 
should attempt to do that which was pronounced impracticable 
by such authority? 

If the money be used by a Sub-Treasurer, it will be for his 
own benefit, or that of his friends; if by a bank, then for the be- 
nefit of the stockholders on the one side, composed of rich men, 
poor men, widows, children, charitable associations, and the 
like, and the profit derived is the equivalent for the labor and re- 
sponsibility of managing the funds. But other than the inte- 
rests of the stockholders are to be looked to in the investigation 
of this question. Our country, like all other new and sparsely 
settled countries, is deficient in capital. We have fertule land 
in abundance, and the means of acquiring wealth without stint; 
but we must have time to produce such a result, such 
a supply of money, that it may be cheap, as, in Hol- 
Jand and England, and on the Continent, results from 
the industry and economy of ages. In the United 
States, money has always commanded a high rate of in- 
terest, because the supply fell short of the demand for profitable 
investment. If the public money be deposited in banks, the 
average amount constitutes the basis of discounts for the benefit, 
directly or circuitously, of manufacturers, mechanics, mer- 
chants, planters, and every body who wishes to buy or sell labor, 
merchandise, cotton, wheat, tobacco, or any thing else; and 
while the most beneficia! effects thus flow through a thousand 
channels, “the Republic receives no detriment,” so long as its 
drafts are duly paid; and if we look at the Government as dis- 
tinguished from the people, odious though the distinction be, we 
find that that, (oo, receives great benefit from the increase of the 
means of its citizens further to contribute to the public neces- 
sities. 

But, without reference to the high authority cited, let me ask 
if Sub-Treasurers will not use the public funds; for Sub-Trea- 
surers we always have had, and must have, for collecting and 
disbursing the revenues. 

In December last, Mr. Woodbury made a report to the House 
of Representatives, (Doc. No. 10,) which contains a table show- 
ing the losses of the Government by disbursing officers, and by 
collecting officers, m each case, from 1789 to 1836, inclusive, 
which presents the following results: 

1. Disbursing Officers. 
Aggregate amount of lossin civil department - 


Meee $598,023 59 
Aggregate amount of loss in military and naval 


4,058,549 97 
4,956,573 56 


Number of defaulters, civil department - , : 244 
Number of defaulters, military and naval : - 2516 
2,760 
Loss per head, civil department ~ ` . - §2,680 
Loss per head, military and naval : - - 1,613 
1,795 


2, Collecting Officers. 
Aggregate amount of loss by collectors of the 


customs - . : . . - $1,198,979 91 
Aggregate amount of loss by collectors of inter- 
nal revenue and direct tax . : : 442,265 76 
ggregate amount of loss by receivers of sales of 
lands . . . . . - 397,804 14 
$2,038,549 81 
Number of defaulters m the custom house : =- 87 
Number of defaulters in the internal revenue, &c. - 243 
Number of defaulters in the public land receipts - 27 
357 
Loss per head among collectors ofthe customs $13,781 
Loss per head among collectors of internal revenue, &c, 1,820 
Loss per head among receivers of public lands -+ 14,715 
5.737 


Making a total loss of seven millions of dollars, within a frac- 
tion. f 

And it must be recollected that the above does not include the 
losses that have occurred or been discovered since Mr. Van 
Buren came into power, known toamount to about two anda 
half millions, and how many millions may be discovered under 
some searching operation by and by, no one can tell. R 

An important item to be taken into consideration, tuo, is, that 
the losses prior to 1837, occurred among agents presumed to 
have the public money in their possession but temporarily; 
whereas the proposition now is, that the collecting agents shall 
continue to keep in their hands the money till paid to disburs- 
ents, and the danger must thereby be greatly increased. 
In addition to hazards of loss hy fraud and violence, a sub-trea 
surer must be made of sterner stuff than most men, if he can 
resist opportunities that willalwaysbe urged upon men in pos- 
sesgion of large sums of money, to advance his own fortune, 
or to relieve the distresses of a friend by the use, for a brief 
time, of a small part of the money rusting in his vaulta; fully 
confident ofhis ability to replace it whenever it may be wanted, 
and this he probably wil! do for a season. But repeated expe- 
riments, successfully practised, will beget confidence; the sums 
so abstracted will become larger, and the time longer; and, in the 


end, nine oul of ten of your agents will be found, in spite of all 
barriers you may erect to prevent it,to have used your mo- 
ney, and nine out of ten of those who do so use it will prove de- 
faulters. 

_A paternal Government, duly appreciating the morals of its 

ciuzens, should be studiously careful to put no unnecessary 
stumbling blocks belcre frail humanity, especially when ele- 
vated to poeitions where pernicious examples may have so much 
more influence than im the humble walks of tife. “Lead us 
hot into temptation,” is one ofthe best injunctions of the best 
prayer that falls from human lips, 
_ Ic has been said, in the progress of this debate, that money 
in the hands of a sub-treasurer will not be so liable to embez- 
zlement asin a bank, because fewer persons will have access 
toit The idea thus indicated may be well founded as a propo- 
sition, but I am not satisfied it is well applied. The bill pro- 
vides for ten clerks for the four Receivers General. Does any 
body suppose that a nuinber like this will be found physically 
competent to transact the busirvess under their charge? Bank 
notes, bank checks, transfers ui credit, and every thing of the 
kind, are to be superseded, and coin must be counted, twice at 
least; and this will be no light labor at the important offices. 
How are the three, possibly four clerks, assignable to the New 
York office, to count one, two, and, perhaps, sometimes five 
hundred thousand dollars, in a day, in coins from expences up 
to eagles, it: addition to their other duties? And, if justice be 
done to the persons transacting business there, there must be 
force enough, atail times, to do the maximum labor of any day. 
Why. sir, itis absurd to suppose that ten clerks, or ten times 
ten, willbe physically able to do the work at the fonr great 
offices, if the collections are to be ju specie; and the friends of 
the bill know it. : 

But, in the smailer offices it is not proposed to have clerks; 
andis it expected, Mr. Chairman, that a receiver at a land 
Office is to mount guard, every day, in proper person, over the 
fifty or one hundred thousand dollars in his custody: or that he 
is to sleep every night under his own roof; or thathe is to be 
specially exempted from the attacks of disease or ef death 
itself, because he happens to holda commission from the Go- 
vernment to collect, and safely to keep, its revenues? 

How is the comparative safety in other respects? What is 
the safe and expedient practice for individuals may be such 
for an aggregate of individuals as a political community. 
What do you, Mr. Chairman, with a considerable sum of mo- 
ney when paid you? Doyou, sir, carry it aboutyour person, or 
even lock it up at home, exposed to the thief by day, the robber 
by night, and to the flames that may consume your house and 
its contents at any hour? or do you deposite it forthwith in the 
Bank of Virginia? I venture to say, sir, you do the last, or 1 
have much mistaken your character for prudence, good judg. 
ment and common sense; al! so frequenuy exhibited on this 

oor. 

And how stands the question in other and much higher re- 
spects than asto the mere security of the public money? 

In 1834, when a plan. substantially like this, was introduced 
by Gen. Gordon, a Whig member of this House from the 
Ancient Dominion, the Globe, then, as now, the organ ot the 
Administration, declared it “revolutionary and disorganizing, 
and subversive of the practice of the Government, from ’89 
down.” And again: 

“Itisas palpable asthe sun that the effect of the scheme 
would be to bring the public Treasury much nearer the actual 
custody and control of the President than it is now, and expose 
it to be plundered by a hundred hands where one cannot now 
yeach it.” 

And as spoke the great Globe then, s0 spake all the little 
Globes through the country, . 

What, too, said the venerable editor ofthe Richmond Enqui- 
rer, always the supporter of the ruling party, who opposed the 
plan in 1834, when presented by a Whig,and m 1837, when urged 
by Mr. Van Buren, but who has since been induced by some 
magic influence to reconsider his opinions, and now avers his 
determination to sink or swim with the Administration and its 
measures? 

“We have objected to the Sub-Treasury scheme (so called) 
that, in the first place, it will enlarge the Executive power, al- 
ready too great lor a Republic; secondly, that it contributes to 
endanger the security of the public funds; and, thirdly, that it is 
calculated to produce two currencies—a baser one tur the peo- 
ple, anda better one for the Government. ‘Fhe more we re- 
flect upon the matter, the more we read the speeches of the 
orators on both sides, the more firmly are we satisfied of the 
strength of these objections. ”? 

“ft is certainly subject to very strong objections, not the least 
of which is the very great increase of patronage to which it 
must give rise, and a patronage of the most dangerous ii.flu- 
ence. as being so immediately connected with the public mo- 
ney.” 

And again: 

“But I can see no advantage, aud, on the contrary, a fruitful 
source of mischief, in making Government officers the keepers 
ofthe cash, Place about them what guards you may,in the 
shape of commissioners, inspectors, of whatever else, pecula- 
tlon will be endless. There is no security in it, and it will in- 
volve heavy and unnecessary expense. The chief and over- 
ruling objection, however, is the endless source of patronage tu 
which it would give rise. Make the machinery as simple as 
you may, and open to view, wherever money is, temptation 
will creep in, and corruption in every form follow at its heels.” 

“Truth without fear” is, I believe, the motto flung to the 
winds atthe head of the Enquirer. If 1am wrong, you, Mr. 
Chairman, can correct me. And when its editor felt the healthy 
invigarating infiuence of it, he boldly proclaimed that the new 
device would prove the “fruitful source of mischief”’—that, 
place what guards you may, “peculation would be endless’’— 
that “there was no security in il?—that “it wovld be an endless 
source of patronage’—-and that “wherever money 18, tempta- 
tion will creep in, and corruption in every form follow at its 
heels.” Yet, with that extraordinary pliability that bas ever 
enabled Mr. Ritchie to adapt his course to the exigency of the 
occasion, he now ardently supports the plan he so warmly con- 
demned, and is exerting every faculty of body and mind to 
keep its authors in power. Sir, if that wonderful character, 
John Randolph, of Roanoke, were here striding across this 
floor, with whip in hand and spur on heel, as in days gone by, 
he would point to that as additional evidence, if it were needed, 
to show the truthof what he once said, that Mr. Ritchie was a 
man of seven principles, fo wit, five loaves and two fishes. 

When individuals or communities are inclined to change long 
and thoroughly established habits, it is well to consult their 
own observation and experience, and the lights of history teo, 
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that they may zes the dangers of the path they propose” to 
tread, ifany there be, and perhaps be induced thereby to avoid 
ic altogether. 

By a report of Mr. Secretary Woodbury male to the House 
of Representatives December 12, ISH, it seems that, under the 
Confederation, what little money Congress had was deposited 
wherever the finance committee directed, depending upon ac- 
cidental circumstances. When the Bank of North America, 
the first in the country, Was established by a few wealthy citi- 
zens of Philadelphia at a time when the public credit was at irs 
lowest ebb, and through the instrumentality of which funds 
were provided to enable Congress to prosecute the war at the 
Bouth with vigor. gloriously terminating it by the capture ot 
Comwallis at Yorktown, the public money was deposited in it. 
Subsequently, as the three banks of Maseachusetts, New York, 
and Maryland were euccessively established, they were made 
depositories. In 1791 the first Bank of the United States was 
chartered, and in that were the depositee made by order of Gen. 
Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury. We have heard much 
lately, Mr. Chairman, in this debate, of Hamiltonian Federal- 
ists, and this Gen. Hamilton, I understand, was the founder of 
the sect, and hie name is to live in that connection so long as 
there are demagogues to prate about Federalism and Monarchy 
as synonymous terme, and that must be, I suppose, as long us 
the Government standa. 

Well, sir, it seems by a late discovery in the 
this Capitol, that the world has been entirely 
century in the estimate ìt has placed upon th 
of this Gen. Hamilton; for 1 bas been fvolishly believed that 
he was a man of transcendent abilities, especiali in matters of 
finance; at any rate, we know, sir, that he Cienie, our Treasury 
system out of chaos, and gave it form and comeliness, and 
breathed into it the breath of life, and stamped the impress of 
his own genius, whatever it may have been, upon every feature 
so effectually that it has never been effaced; and hence, sir, in 
the apparent success and brilliancy of his career, itis not singu- 
lar that men’s minds lost that balance so essential to preserve 
in order to arrive at just conclusions. But now, Mr. Chair- 
man, late as it is, the verdict and judgment of the world, unani- 
mously rendered, and sanctioned by the lapse of fifty years, is 
to be ‘‘wet aside, reversed, and altogether held for naught,” by 
virtue of a discovery of an henorable Senator whose constitu- 
sency and mine are in part the same, that Gen. Hamilton was at 
best but a third-rate man; thus most conclusively showing that 
we are growing wiser and wiser as each day’s sun rolls over us; 
and that Mr. Jefferson was notso much mistaken as has some- 
times been pretended, when he said that “error of opinion may 
be safely tolerated when reason is left free to combat it.” 

But, sir, pardon this digression, and I will return to my his. 
torical reminiscences. 

In 1909 was the first legislation on the subject of the deposites 
of the public money—Congress then requiring the disbursing 
officers of the Government "to kecp” the money under their 
control in some neigboring bank whenever practicable. In 
181i the charter of the Bank of the United States expired, and 
Mr. Gallatin, then Secretary of the Treasury, selected State 
banks aa depositories; and so the law and usage remained till 
1816, when the late bank was chartered, and made, by the terms 
of ite charter, the depository of the public funds, though State 
banks, in some portions of the country remote from the 
branches of the United States Bank.continued to be used. Of the 
banke so selected between 1811 and 1816, but continuing depo- 
positories for-some years thereafter, none failed till 1817, when 
there were seven, owing collectively 8139.000, of which they 
soon paid all but $6,000. During that moet embarrassing pe 
riod in our financial and commercial relations. from 1817 to 
1821, four more failed, three of which paid in full, and the 
amount due by the other was small. 

` The following extracts! read from the report refrered 
which indicates great research and labor by Mr. Woodbary: 

Extract from Woodbury’s Report, December 12, 1834. 

“ Justice to the State banking institutiens, as a body, whose 

conduct in particular cases has certainly been objectionable, but 
whose injuries to the Government have been almost incredibly 
exaggerated, and whose great benefits to it, both during the ex- 
ietence of our two national banks, and while neither of them 
existed, have been almost entirely overleoked, has led me to 
make this scrutiny, and submit ite results, under à hope that it 
: vindicate them from much un- 
but justify thie Department for the confidence 
it formerly, and in the great improvement of their condition and 
of the financial affairs of the Government, has recently re- 
posed in them. 

“Under these circumstances, so very favorable with the new 
security and examinations provided for, if our former small 
losses by them, in keeping and paying over the public revenue, 
under circumstances so very adverse, are compared with our 
large losses, either in collecting or disbursing that revenue, 
their present safety seems tobe as great as is consistent with 
the usual operations of the paper system, or with the credit 
which must always be entrusted by Government insome way 
or other, to agents of some kind, in keeping the public money.” 
rAd Special Report, December 


kd 
“It is gratifying to reflect, however, that the credit given b 

the Govet whether to bank paper or bank beens, has 
been accompanied by SMALLER losees, in the experience un- 
der the system of State banks, in this country, at their worst 
periods and under their severest calamities, than any other kind 
of credit the Government has ever given in relation to its pecu- 
nisry transactions.” ° * * * “Thus the truth on this 
much misunderstood and misrepresented subject appears to be, 
not only that one failure of a selected bank did not occur within 
the period while no United States Bank was in operation, but 
that of those which afterwards stopped payment within three 
or four years, chiefly from the causes before Mentioned, and a 

art of which causes produced eight or tenfold as many failures 
in nd, under the full control and influence of a national 
ere as wel! as here, four of the number have since dis- 
i 1 of the liabilities of 
all the others as deposite banks, in the manner before estimated, 
je less than $35,000. This is not the tithe of thesum which has 
frequently been lost tothe Treasury by the failure of individu- 
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avtion can always avert, or from less justifiable reasons, and 


equal to the sum frequently lost by the failure of many si 
Mebureing agents connected with the different departmentee i 
the Government, and under larger bonds for security. 
Whether they (losses by State banies) arose from an unsound 
policy pursued by the United States Bank, or from cireum- 
which, under the paper system, neither legislation nor 
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inspite of all the salutary influence the National Bank could 
exercise, itis a singuiar fact, in praise of this description of pub- 
lic debters—the selected banks—that there is not now due on 
deposite in the whole of them which have ever stopped payment 
from the establishment of the Constitution to the present mo- 
ment, asum much beyand what is now due to the United States 
from one mercantile firm that stopped payment in 1825 or 1826, 
and of whom ample security was required, and supposed to be 
taken, under the responsibility of an oath. If we include the 
whole present dues from the Government from discredited banks 
atall times, and of all kinds, whether as deposites or uot, and 
embrace even counterfeit bills, and every other species of 
unavailable fundsin the Treasury, they will not exceed what is 
due from two such firms. Of almost one hundred banks, not 
depositories, which, during all our wars and commercial em- 
barraesments, have heretofore failed, in any part of the Union, in 
debt to the Government, on their hills or otherwise, it will be 
seen by the above table {annexed to the report) that the 
whole of them, except seventeen, have adjusted every thing 
which they owned; and that the balance due from them, without 
interest, ia lees than $82,000.” 

There is some obscurity about the results, as exhibited by 
these extracts, but a reference to the tables appended to the re- 
port will show losses of all kinds to have been $1,157,000. 
In December last, Mr. Woodbury stated that of that amount 
about $300,000 had been collected since his former report, 
leaving about $900,000 actually due from the State banks 
with which the Gevernment had had any business transac- 
tions whatever, whether by using them as depositories or by 
the receipt of their notes, and “embracing even counterfeit 
bills.” 

True itis, that in December, 1838 and 1839, Mr. Woodbury 
asserts the losses to have been six and a half mittions, adding 
to his former calculation five and a half millions for loss sus 
tamed by the receipt of the depreciated notes of the banks dur- 
ing the war. Task, sir, ifit is not strange that an item so im- 
portant as this, being five times asgreat as all the. losses re. 
ported in 1834, should have been so overlooked by Mr. W. in 
making a special report of nearly fifty closely printed pages, in 
which he undertakes to “give information to the Legislature 
respecting all matters which shall pertain to his office” in rela- 
tion to the advantages of the State bank deposite system, as con- 
trasted with any and every other. 

This mostimportant item, to which he before made no allu- 
sion, he tells us does not appear on the Treasyry books, or any 
where else, and therefore he jumps to his conclusion, and which 
might, upon his own showing, have been any thing or nothing, 
much or little, assuited the occasion. Hence, in 1834, this 
newly vamped up loss had no existence; in December, 1838, 
and 1839, it was five and a half millions; and when wa;come back 
here next December. we may find it down to cipher or up 
to fifteen millions, varying, as the interests of theparty may 
require, vastly more than the length of the English Chancellor's 
‘oot 


ot. 

Ifa loss had actually occurred that wasin any way tangible, 

Task if it must not necessarily have been shown on the books 
of the Department; for how otherwise could its accounts be be- 
Janced? I understand the pretence for setting up thie claim is 
based upon the factthatthe Treasury notes during the war 
were sold for bank bills which were at adiscount for specie, 
the banks south of New England having suspended, and the dif- 
ference between specie and the bank bills ia charged as the loss. 
But, Mr. Chairman, what was the relative value of the Treasu- 
ry notes and bank notes during the war? Fhelast were from 
five to ten per cent. discount for specie, and the former at from 
ten to twenty-eight per cent. thus making the difference between 
Treasury credit and bank credit greater than between bank credit 
and specie; the people believing the notes of the banks would 
be paid with greater certainty andless delay than those of the 
Government. And what timethe credit of the Govornment 
was at its lowest ebb, I do not know, nor is it material; but my 
impression isthat it was soon after that most distressing and 
afflicting period of the war, in August, 1814, when our coasts 
Were lined with British ships filled with the victors of Napole- 
on, annihilating our commerce, destroying our towns, and dis- 
gracing themselves and us, by reducing this magnificent edifice 
and the other public buildings here, used for civil purposes 
merely, toruins. Then it was our Government appealed to 
the banks to furnish the means, as they had already partially 
done, toenable the Government.to protect the country; and 
their “patriotic efforts,” as Mr. Woodbury styles them, were 
put forth to their great loss ard embairassment, as most clear- 
ly evinced on the attempt subsequently to reeume specie pay- 
ments.. During the war specie was an article of merchandice 
exclusively; all the businetsof the country had reference to 
and was transacted upon the paper currency, and the paper re- 
ceived by the Government, excepting to a limited extent, was 
paid away at its nominal rate. ; 

I reject, therefore, sir, this claim of five and a half millions, 
not thought of in 1834, and now first presented by a Secretary 
of the Treasury, only because it might help to bolster up this 
new project, thrice rejected by the represeniatives of the people; 
and I hold Mr. Woodbury to the account as stated in 1834, mak- 
ing a balance then of about $1,100,000, from which is to be de- 
ducted abdut $300,000, paid between 1834 and 1837, showing an 
actual loss to the Government, from its foundation down, of 
$900,000 in round numbers. 

The loss by collecting and disbursing officers between 1789 
000,000, making a diffe- 
rence of $6,000,000 against the limited Sub-Treasury plan, as it 
had been in practice when one class of officers were presumed 
to deposite the money in bank as soon as collected, and the other 
was presumed not to receive it till wanted for disbursement. In 
near fifty years. the Government lost by these agents about eight 
times as much as by the State banks; but let it be remembered 
that we had a National Bank during forty years, by which, be- 
sides the fifteen hundred thousand dollars paid by it as a bonus 
for its charter, various benefits accrued to the Government by 
having its funda transferred gratuitously to al! parts of the Union, 
its pensioners paid without cost. and many other highly valuable 
services, all not only without lose, but the Government, as a re- 
tiring partner from the concern, soid out its stock at a premium 
of $1,100,000, 

If the account be stated with the local banks alone, there was 
a loss of $900,000; if withthe United States Bank alone, there 
wasa profit of $1,100,000; aad if with the United States Bank 
and the local banka together, there was a profit of $200,000, 
against losses by defaulting individual agenta of $7,000,000, But, 
unfortunately, the defaications did not end on the 4th March, 


1887, but have occurred since to an extent ten times greater than 
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_ You, sir, were nota member of this House at the extra Bes. 
sion in September, 1837, but some of those gentlemen who were, 
must weil recollect the tr:umphant announcement by the then 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, (Mr. CAMBRE. 
LENG.] at a midnight siturg, that “the Sub-Treasury system 
was in full operation, and would be through 1838, ’39, °40 and ‘41, 
in spite of lamentations here or elsewhere '!”? we, fresh from the 
people, having just determined that no warrant for it should be 
found on the statuie book. 

And it has been in operation, aiding nothing and blasting 
every thing, and Sub-Treasurers have absconded with twenty- 
five hundred thousand dollars, if not more, of our money, since 
the celebrated decree of Mr. Cambreleng, who, having been re- 
jected by the people, is reaping the rewards of his fidelity as mi. 
nister to one of the first courts of Europe. 

These several matters 1 commend, sir, to the consideration of 
sundry gentlemen whom I havo in my eye, and who are prone to 
condemn the banks, and praise the Sub-Treasury, while I refer, 
fora few moments, tuthe late deposite banks. 

l have nothing to say about their being seduced to the em- 
braces of this Government by its promises of spendid profits— 
nor of the merits of the system established by the deposite law 
—nor of the capacity of State banks to carry on the fiscal ope- 
rations of the Government. I speak only of the manner in 
which they performed their obligations to the Government pri- 
or and subsequent to the suspension in May, 1837; but, Mr. 
Chairman, the opinions of men in high places, and who were 
bound, officially,to know all about the business, must be far bet- 
ter than mine, and I therefore call the attention of the commit- 
tee to the following item, which 1 read from the message of Gen. 
Jackson in December, 1834: 

“Happily it is already illustrated that the agency of such an 
institution (as the Bank of the United States) is not necessary to 
the fiscal operations of the Government. The State banks are 
found fully adequate to the performance of all services which 


: were required of the Bank of the United States, quite as 


promptly and with the same cheapness. They have main- 
tained themselves and discharged all these duties, while the 
Bank of the United States was still powerful and in the field as 
an open enemy; and it is not possible to conceive that they will 
find greater difficulties in their operations when that enemy 
shall cease to exist.” ` 

And from the annual message of 1835: 

“The experience of another year has confirmed the utter fal- 
lacy of the idea that the Bank of the United States was necessa- 
ry as a fiscal agent of the Government, Without its aid, as 
such, indeed, in despite of all the embarraesments it was in its 
power to create, the revenue has been paid with punctuality by 
our citizens; the business of exchange, both foreign and domes- 
tic, has been conducted with convenience; and the circulating 
mediurn has been greatly improved. By the use of the State 
banks, which do not derive their charters from the General Go- 
vernment, and are not controlled by its authority, it is ascer- 
tained that the moneys of the United States can be collected and 
disbursed without loss or inconvenience, and that all the wants 
of the community, in relation to exchange and currency, are 
supplicd as well as they ever have been. If, under circum: 
stances the most unfavorable tothe money maiket, it has been 


', found that the considerations on which the Bank of the United 
. States rested its claims to the public tavor were imaginary and 


groundless, it cannot be doubted that the experience of the u- 
ture will be more decisive against them.” 

And Mr. Secretary Woodbury, in his report of the same year, 
gaye: 

“This (the Treasury) Department takes great pleasure in 
stating that the public money continues to be collected and de- 
posited under the present system of selected banks, with great 
ease and economy inall cases, aud with greater in some, than at 
any former period. The transfers of it to every quarter of the 
country where it is needed for disbursements have never been 
effected with more promptitude, and have been made entirely 
free of expense to the Treasury. 

“The payments to creditors, officers, and pensioners have 
been punctual and convenient, and the whole fiscal operations 
though the State banks have as yet proved highly satisfactory. 
Incidental to this, the facilities that have been furnished tothe 
commercial community in domestic exchanges were probably 
never greater or at so moderate rates.” 

But the shouts of trrumph were made to ring yet louder in 
the annual message of General Jackson, in December, 1836: 

“Experience continues to realize the expectations entertained 
as to the capacity of the State banks to perform the duties of 
fiscal agents for the Government at the time of the removal of 
the deposites. It was alleged by the advocates of the Bank of 
the United States that the State banks, whatever might be the re- 
gulations of the Treasury Department, could not make the 
transfers required by the Government, or negative the domestic 
exchanges of the country. Itis now well ascertained that the 
real domestic exchanges performed through discounts by the 
United States Bank and its twenty-five branches were at least 
one-third less than those of the deposite banks for an equal pe. 
riod of time; and if a comparison be instituted between the 
amounts of service rendered by these institutions, on the broader 
basis which has been used by the advocates of the United States 
Bank in estimating what they consider the domestic exchanges 
transacted by it, the result will be still more favorable to the de- 
posite banks.” À 

And Mr. Woodbury, as in duty bound, swells the chorus: 

“It isa source of high gratification to be able to add that, 
while so selected and employed, nota single dollar was lost to 
the Government by any of them, or a single failure occurred to 
transfer promptly and pay out satisfactorily the public money 
entrusted to their charge; nor is it believed that the domestic ex- 
changes of the country were ever lower or more regular than 
during that period; and the large amount of them performed b 
these depoeite banks in ordinary purchases or discounts, equal- 
Jing from one hundred and forty to two hundred millions of dol- 
jars yearly, or near a third more than those of the same kind by 
the United States Bank while the fiscal agent of the Govern- 
ment, evinced the great ability and usefulness of the banks on 
this important subject.” 


We all resollect that General Jackson, when leaving the Chair 
of State on the 4th of March, 1837, delivered what he was 
pleased to call a Fareweil Address to his fellow-citizeng, in imita- 
tion of the example set by the revered Father of his Country— 
whether impiously or not, every individual will determine for 
himself. For my ewn part, sir, 1 hope no future President will 
renew the nt; and, from the ill success attending this, I 
think no one will, if he has any regard for himself, or respect 
for the opinions of the people. 1 want my children, Ms. Chair 
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man, to draw lessons of piety and patriotism: and wisdom trom 
the Farewell Address, aud not trum a Farewell Address that 
may be issued by a partisan President, having claims upon his 
party only, and not upen his county. 

Rut, sir, in this address he says: 

“atthe moment when Isurrender my last 
this great people prosperous anit happy.” 

Gen. Jackson, for once. Was deceived. It was the calm that 
precedes the hurrica: e that misted the “Hero of New Orleans,” 
when thus looking upon the clear biue sky. The experiment 
was strained to the utmost capacity of tension. Mr. Van Buren 
took the seals of office, and in two short months was compelled 
to callan extra session of Congress to provide the ways and 
means to Keep ihe machinery of Government in motion—the 
deposite and all other banks having exploded. from one end of 
tue Union to the other, with ‘orty millions of the public money 
nominally in their vaults, but really scattered to the four winds 
of heaven, under the direction of Mr. Secretary Taney, Mr. Se- 
eretary Woodbury, and the President himself. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if the banks were the swindling rascally 
institutions we have been so often told they were, here was 
game worth playing Jong and boldly tor—the etakesa were of no 
common order. But what did they do, sir, Lask in all candor 
and seriousness? We have been told what they did prior to 
the suspension by authority not to be disputed. Now let ns see 
whatthey did afterward. By thedth September, when Con 
gross met, the forty inillions due the Government were re- 

uced to leas than thirteen—in October, to eight—and, in Fe- 
bruary, 1833, to about six millions—in December last to less 
than ove million—ancd ifi a report of Mr. Woodbury, laid on 
our desks this morning, I finda credit of more than five hun- 
dred thousand dollars paid since January last, and the balance 
is now, therefore, but some three or four hundred thousand dol- 
lars, and that, we are told, is weil secured. 

Do gentlemen believe that had this money been in the hands 
of Sub-Treasurers, and a great national calamity had fallen 
upon us, this immense amount of money would have been so 
fully and promptly paid? True, sir, owing to a variety of cir- 
cumstances, the banks were compelled to suspend specie pay- 
ments; but they met the requisitions of the Governmentina 
manner satisfactory to its creditors—showing wonderful pe- 
cuniary ability and a high sense of the duty they owed those 
whose confidence they had enjoyed. The suspension was de- 
rogatory to our national character, and most unfortunate m 
every point, but it was inevitable; and when gentlemen con- 
demn banks as knavish and swindling because they suspend, 
without reference to the cause, let me remind them that sns- 
pension wasa Democratic measure during the war, and the New 

gland banks were denounced by the friends of Mr. Madison 
onthis floor, and through all the journals in his interest. as ene- 
mies to the country, and their directors as blue-light Federal- 
iste, because they would not suspend. Suspension then was 
the test of Democracy, as Sub-Treasuryism is now. 

To solve my interrogotory, it may be well to look to the pro- 
visions of the bill that are specifically intended to secure the 
safety of the money, and we shall find they are frequent inspec- 
tions at the important offices, bonds ample in quality and 
amount at all, and imprisonment for embezzlement, upon each 
ot which I wi!l make a tew obser vations. 

What potency is there in the inspection? It enables the Go- 
vernmentto asceriain if the proper amount is inthe vaults of 
the Receiver General in New York and Philadelphia; but 
what security dues it constitute that it will remain there? It is 
hot proposed to remove it from liis custody, for he is the very 
man intended by this bill to holdit. Now, F beg to know, what 
is there to prevent the embezzlement the very day after inspec- 
tion? And how is the discovery ofit to be made tefore the next 
visit of the commissioners, a week ora month afterwards? I 
suggest the difficulty, and gentlemen may obviate itas they can. 

Now, sir. as to the bonds. No honest and responsible man 
will give bonds in the large cities, nor will any responsible man 
become surety. The salary of the receiver-general in New 
York is fixed at $4,000, and he is to collect three-fourths of all 
our revenue from imposts, varying from fifteen to twenty mil- 
lions yearly. Is jtto be presumed that bonds, for perhaps five 
hundred thousand doilars, will be given by men having the 
ability to make them good when the only equivalent is $4.0°0, 
not merely for the hazard always incident to the possession of 
money, but for the responsibility and Jabor and care and anxiety 
for a year, necessarily attendant upon the management ol s0 
much money, and in coin too? Again, Mr. Chairman, have we 
not had experience enough to show us that official bonds are 
generally in the event little better than brown paper? Bir, I 
venture the opinion that if gentlemen will examine the ac- 
counts of the Treasury Department, they will find litle more 
has been collected from principals and sureties on official bonds 
than has been paid for expenses in endeavoring to enforce them, 
and at this very moment a bill is pending here for the relief of 
the sureties of Swartwout. , 

But the grand preventive of peculation is to restin the terrors 
of criminal law suspended over the heads of these sub-treaeu- 
rers in the shape of imprisonment, and thereby it is conceded 
in advance that there may be rogues among them. Well, sir, 
has notevery civilized community laws to prevent theft and 
robbery and piracy and murder; threatening therefor the inflic- 
tion of imprisonment, and even death? And yet we find the 
files of the courts filled with indictments for the punishinent of 
men charged with the commission of these crimes. 

But there is one principle in theory, and never departed from 
in the administration of criminal Jaw, that, before you imprison 
or hang an offender you must catch him; and what chauce is 
there, I ask, for seizing a eub-treasurer who has arranged his 
plans at leisure, with the strongest inducements to do it skil 
fully, and to execute them successfully, while the agents of the 
Government were in uiter ignorance of them? I have no Lesi. 
tation in saying that in three cases out of four the firet intima» 
tion of trouble will not reach the proper officers before the 
abycond ng_sub-treasurer will be half way to Texas or to 
Europe. Where was Swartwout with his §1.225,000 when his 
accounts Were found minus? Iam not certain. sir, but] think 
he was already luauriating on the fat beef and plum pudding of 
Oid England—at al! events, he was out of harm’s way, and has 
taken good care to keep so. And where, too, was Price, eo 
long the idol and the orator of Tammany Hall. as my friend 
befure me from the Empire State (Mr. J. C. Crarx] so weil 
knows; for in the better days of the party and of the Republic, 
they there quaffed the foaming beer trom the same pewter mug. 
Where, I ask, was Price? Why, sir, half way across the At- 
lantic, steaming at the ra e of twelve knots the hour, literal! 
ia “hot pursuit’? of——-Swartwout, Why, Mr. Chairman, if 
this bill is to pass, and the Government is likely to have any 
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money, you must add a section requiring bonds from every 
steamboat and railroad company in the Union, and out of it too, 
not to carry absconding sub treasurers. 1 recollect one of the 
Southwestern jand receivers who had forgotten to remit a cool 
hundred thousand when he reached New Orleans on his way to 
Texas, sat down with great gravity and enclosed his commission 
to Mr. Woodbury, expressing the opinion that he ought no 
longer fo retain it, but whether Mr. W. assented to the correct- 
ness of this conclusion lam uncertain. 

Bank corporations are mere creatures of the law, and intan- 
sible, andtherefore cannot abscond. They may suffer by un- 
faithful agents, but nobody will then lose but the stockholders; 
for but a small part of the resources ultimately available to a 
bank are in its vaults. Its business is to lend money, not to 
lockitup. A sufficiency of means for its ordinary busmess 
must be at command, but the residue is mostly scattered among 
its debtors, and for which the bank has their notes and bonds. 
These can but toa small extent, if at all, be made available to 
an abs’onding cashier or teller, and it must not be forgotten, 
too, that the whole capital must be exhausted before the credi- 
tors ofthe bank, whether as uepositors or bill holders, can lose 
any thing. 

But, str, the history of governmental connection with banks 
and with individual agents as contrasted, and to which I huve 
before alluded, turnishes a commeatnry on their relative merits 
worth more than any speculatiens of mine. 

What I have said, Mr. Chairman, has reference to the ques- 
tion of expediency in a mere pecuniary view, and specially in 
reference to thesatety of the public funds. I now propose to 
say a few words in reference to the safety and expediency of the 
Sub-Treasury plan in its bearings upon our political institu- 
tions. At the time ofthe adoption of the Constitution it was 
strenuously opposed, because it was apprehended the powers 
granted to Congress were too potent for the exercise of a 
healthy Executive influence over the concerns of the country; 
but at this day I presume no man who has watched the pro- 
gress of things since 1828 will entertain any fears on this ac- 
count, for we have seen not only the will of Congress but the 
will of the people repeatedly and successfully set at defiance. 

The President is the source of all patronage and the fountain 
of all honors at the disposal ofthe Government, running through 
an army of office holders one hundred thousand strong, scatter- 
ed through not only the high places but the by-places in all the 
land. He is commander-in-chief ef the army and the navy, 
and it is now proposed to add to these enormous powers the 
absolute control of the public money, thus concentrating in the 
same hand the sword and the purse. 

The President appoints, directly or circuitously, all the offi- 
cers of the Government, and among them will be the sub-trea- 
surers. He can direct these officers to deposite all the money 
in their hands at any one time in any place he sees fit to desig- 
nate—in the city of New York, or at New Orleans, or within 
the four walls of the White House at the other end of Pennsyl- 
vania avenue. If any of them refuse, he has but to apply ihe 
official guillotine, and their heads rollin the gutter, and instru- 
ments more ready to do his hidding are substituted, Should 
the standing army project of 200,000 men, recommended so 
warmly by Mr. Secretary Poinsett, and so heartily approved by 
Mr. Van Buren, ever be adopted, and the “active class” of 
10,000 assigned to this military district should be encamped.gn 
the heights about the outskirts of this city, the possession of a 
f: w millions at the White House might be very convenient in 
the hands of a President of Bunapartean temperament to aid in 
dispersing or in dragooning into obedience a factious Senate or 
a refractory House of Representatives. “With money I will 
get men, and with men money,” said a most sagacious ob- 
server of human nature. 

From Mr. Van Buren I admit there is nothing of this kind ta 
be feared: for, even if inclined to overthrow the institutions of 
his country, he is not the man by constitution, education, habit, 
cr policy, totake upon himself the responsibility of such an 
experiment; he prefersto be fanned by the breezes of summer, 
rather than to breast himself to the gales of winter. 

in 1834, the Globe, in reference to this proposition, said: 

“iad such a suggestion come from General Jackson, it 
would have been rung through the Old Dominion as conclusive 
proof of all the aspirations which may have been charged to the 
hero of New Orleans. ‘Sze here,’ hey would say, ‘he wishes 
to put the public money directly into the palms of his friends 
and partisans, instead of keeping ıt on derosite in banks, whence 
it cannot be drawn, for other than public purposes, without 
certain detection.’ In such a case, we should feel that the peo- 
ple had just cause for alarm, and ought to give their most 
watchful attention to such an effort to enlarge Executive power, 
and put in its hands the means of corruption.” 

We know not who may occupy the Presidential chair ata fu- 
ture day,and we should establish no systerr and no precedentnow 
that may, under any circumstances, be dangerous hereafter, for 
weowe the highest conceivable obligation on earth to our chil- 
dren, and our children’s children, and to the friends of free- 
institutions every where; and we should religiously avoid doing 
any thing that may have the slightest tendency to impair the 
inheritance bequeathed to us by our noble sires, and which, as 
trustees for unborn generatione, we are bound to transmit, un- 
shorn of any of its properties. Let not some future historian 
write as history what General Jackson did as prophecy, when, 
in speaking of the danger of Executive control over the public 
money, he said: 

“Such a treasure would doubtless be employed at some time 
as it has been in other countries, when opportunity tempted 
ambition.” 

Mr. Chairman, I am opposed to the £ub-Treasury scheme, 
because its effect, if not ite object, will be to destroy the banks, 
materially to curtail a healthy credit, and bring the business of 


this great country down to the level of a specie currency, outof . 


all which is finally to grow a Treasury bank under the control 
ofthe Executive. . A 

Mr. Chairman, gentlemen have denied on this floor, and 
in this debate, that they or their party were opposed to well 
regulated banks—that they songht not their destruction but their 
reformation: but let us see what the organ of the Administra- 
tion hassaid. In October, 1837, in anticipation of the passage 
of the Sub-Treasury bill, the Globe proclaimed in trumpet tone 
that the “dynasty of banks, both great andsmall, approached its 
ead.” But gentlemen may say this is barred by the statute of 
limitations, and that a change has come over the spirit of their 
dreams. Well then, what say their leaders in this year of our 
Lord 1840? Mr. Benton and Mr. Walker, chiefs of no low de- 
gree in the ranks ofthe crusaders against banks and credit, refer 
us to Holland—not Holland as she was inthe days of De Ruyter 
and Van Tromp, sweeping the British Channel with a broom at 
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mast head—but Holland in her decrepitude, shorn of her power 
and spiendor: they point us to Continental Europe where the 
few are princes, and the many slaves, and even to the Island of 
Cuba, itself under an absolute local despotism, besides being the 
remote Province of a broken down, worn out, imbecile monar- 
chy; with a gold currency appreciated, like our own, six per 
cent. above ns value. “Jinitate them,” (Holland, France, Ger- 
many, and Cuba.) said Col, Benton on the 16th January last, in 
the Senate chamber— 

“Imitate them! andin a few years you will not only be lifted 
from the misery. degredation, Uemoralization and ruin of a de- 
preciatedcurrency, but you will have a superabundance of reat 
money; gold enough forall your own uses, and to Jetd to all 
America besides, You wili become the specie warehouse of 
the commercial world; to which all nations will resort to borrow 
gold, and which will return to you the instant they have bor- 
rowed it, Your hundred millions of exportable preductions, 
and augmenting every year, will quickly produce this magic 
change, if, emerging trom the Serbonian bug of paper money in 
which you are now sunk, you plant yourselves en the solid rock 
of gold and silver. To the other States I would say do the like 
and tee like resulta, to a less extent, will be your reward and 
your blessings. Atleast imitate France, and ‘eschew all paper 
below one hundred dollars. But this is their own affair. As 
things now stand, it belongs +o them to afflict er bless them- 
selves. To the Federal Government it belongs, as the preserva: 
tion of the sacred fire belonged to the Roman vestala—to this 
Governmentit belongs to preserve the sacred currency of the 
Constitution. To this Government it belongs to do this: and to 
a long seriesof measures pursued for this purpose, for the last 
ten years, the establishment of the Independent Treasury now 
comes in as the crowning act to seal and consummate the 
whole.” 

I shall, Mr. Chairman, with your permission, hereafter recur 
to some old promises of this same Mr. Benton about the curren- 
cy, which will show how much this new one is worth. 

Now, sir, I will read an elegant extract from a speech deliver- 
ed in the Senate, on the 2lst of January, by Mr. Waker, and 
will leave the evidence I shall have offered of a design to 
destroy the banks for such consideration as it may seem to be 
entitled to. 

“Yes, sir, throughout the Union, and throughout the globe 
wherever you find the banking system to prevail, you will be 
sure to find periodical suspensions and revulsions, and wide- 
spread ruin. Explosion is inseparable from the system; and 
when you speak to me of well regulated banks of circulation, 
you speakto meof what never has been, or willbe. You 
might as well speak to me of well regulated devils, whom 
even Almighty power found it impossible to regulate in any 
other manner than by casting in chains into billows of everlast- 
ing fire. And,sir,our bank paper system, if not abandoned, 
may yet be regulated in the all-consuming blaze of popular in- 
dignation.” , : 

The bill now under consideration provides that the revenues 
shall be collected in specie progressively, so thatin four years 
the whole shall be paid in coin, The specie nowin the country 
may be seventy-five millionsin the banks and in circulation; 
the expenditures of the Government cannot be much less than 
one-third ofthat sum, and this isto be paid out only when and 
where the wants of the public service may require. The friends 
of this measure say that not more than five millions will be 
locked up in the Treasury at once. How, sir, do they know 
this? At this timethere is nothing in the Treasury, but three 
years ago there were forty millions. Suppose the average ba. 
lance be but five millions, is that all that will be abstracted 
from circulation, or from use, as ihe basis of a paper circula- 
tion, ifthere be one? Specie,if my theory be right, will be in 
request, and an article of merchandise difficult to be had, and 
will be laid by for months in anticipation of payments into the 
Treasury, and, after payment to the public creditors, it will 
not bereadily put in circulation again; this incidental abstrac- 
tion will, [think, equal the direct one. But there is another 
important consideratiun to be looked at; this money is to be col- 
lected in all parts of the country, but will be expended only ina 
few; it will be in constant process of draught from the ceatre to 
the circumference, without any returning stream. The State 
of Ohio, which I have the honor in part to represent, must pay 
about one-tenth of the revenue, sav two millions and a half; it 
has been decreed thatno more appropriations shall he made 
to improve our harbors and rivers, or even to finish the Cum- 
berland road; and how are we-to get a dollar back? The army 
and navy expenditures are on the sea coast; the civil expendi. 
tures are most y in the large cities and in this district. We 
have sunk in the swamps of Florida $25,000,000, enough to 
plate with silver the surface of the whole Territory, and ere 
Jong we shall have to pour out money like water, along the 
whole Western frontier, far beyond the Mississippi. . 

Sir, l ask if, under such a state of things, the banks, especial. 
ly in the interior, can live either profitably to their stockhol- 
ders or beneficially tothe people? It seems to me not; and 
that if they do not dieat once of cholera, they finally will of 
consumption; if they continue they cannot pay specie, and 
and if they do not pay specie they ought not to continue. In 
any event, the result must be,that our business, wages, pro. 
duce, and property must all be measured by a specie circula- 
tion, and correspond nearly with prices in other hard money 
countrics. Thus are we to be driven from the palmy condition 
of prosperity we lately enjoyed, to one of degradation and mise- 
ry; and ior what good end, can any tody tell me? And ovt of 
all this, after the people shall have heen steeped in misfortune 
and suffering fora time, and have become ready to adopt any 
measure that will relieve them, isto issue a Treasury bank, 
of which the Executive will be president, directors, and com- 
pany, and having thus acquired, not only the control of the 
public funds, hut of the value of property every where, he 
wil] never find it necessary again to appeal to the ‘sober second 

oughts of the people.” i 
a F. Chairman, lan opposed to the Sub-Treasury proposi- 
tion. because it 18 another experiment. Ten years ago we were 
well—you gave us physic, and here we are, ‘so poor that necne 
wil! do us reverence.” The country was prosperous, and the 
people happy. and with a currency as sound and uniform as the 
world ever looked upon, and yet the domimant party undertook 
to give usa letter. This ja a matter of deep moment, and I 
muret beg leave, therefore, to quote some few iteme from high 
sae he her 1929, General Jackem, a his annual message, 

i very body, spoke tnus: 
9 Mie surpri ie i nk of the United Btates expires in 1 
and its stockholders will most probably apply fora renewal of 
their privileges. In order to avoid the evils resulting from pre- 
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cipitancy in a measure involving such important principles and 
such deep pecuniary interests, I feel that I cannot, in justice to 
the parties interested, too soon present it to the deliberate con- 
sideration of the Legislature and the people. Both the consti- 
tutionality and the expediency of the law creating this bank are 
well questioned by a large portion of our tellow-citizens, andit 
must be admitted by all that it has failed in the great end of es- 
tablishing a uniform and sound currency.” 

Tn the House this matier was referred to a committee, a majo- 
rity of whom were the political and personal friends of the Pre- 
sident, and from the report I read the lollowing, referring to the 
Bank of the United States: 

“For all the purposes of revenue, it gives to the national cur- 
rency that perfect uniformity, that idea! perfection, to which a 
currency of goid and silver in so extensive a country could have 
no pretensions. A dill iesued at Missouri is of equal value with 
specie at Hoston is pay mento: duties; and the same is true of ail 
other places, however distant, where the Bank issues bills, and 
the Government collects its revenue. When it is moreover con- 
sidered that the Bank performs with the most scrupulous punc- 
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tuality the stipulation to transfer the funds of the Government '' 


to any point where they may be wanted free of expense, it must 


be apparent that the committee are correct to the very letter in? `i 


stating that the Bank has furnished both to the Government and 
the peop‘e a currency absolutely uniform in value in all places, 
for all the purposes of paying the public contributions, and dis- 
bursing the public revenue. And when it is recollected that 
the Government annually collects and disburses more than 


twenty-three millions of dollars, those who are at ali familiar . 


with the subject will at once perceive that billa which are | 
of absolutely uniform value for this vast operation, must be | 


very nearly so for all the purposes of general commerce. 
- “Upon the whole, then, it may be confidently asserted that no 
country in the world has a circulating medium of greater unifor- 
mity than the United States; and that no country of any thing 
like the same geographical extent hasa currency at all compara- 
bie to that of the United States on the score of uniformity.” 

In the Senate a committee similarly constituted said: 

“This seems to present a state of currency approaching asnear 
to perfection as could be desired; far here is a currency issued at 
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twenty-four different parts of the Union, obtainable by any citi- į 


zen who money or credit. When in his possession, it ia 
equivalent to silver in all his dealinga with all the 9,000 agents 
ef the Government throughout the Union. In all his dealings 
with the interior itis better than silver, in all his dealings with 
the commercial cities equal to silver; and if for any purpose he 
desires the eiiver with which he bought it, it is at his disposal, 
almost universally, without any diminution, and never more 
than a diminution of one quarter per cent. It is not easy to 
imagine, it is scarcely necessary to desire, any currency better 
than this, . ». a . ` . kd 
“After escaping so recently from the degradation ef a depre- 
ciated paper currency, the committee would abstain from every 
thing which might however remotely, revive it y g 
“Under these circumstances, they deem it prudent to abstain 
from all legislation, to abide by the practical good which the 
country enjoys, and to put nothing to hazard by doubtful expe- 
rimena.” . . » *. 


. * 


And, Mr. Chairman, how fortunate would it have been for us 
‘had we been content “to abide by the practical good which we 
- enjoyed, and put nothing to hazard by doubtful experiments.” 

e assaults upon the Bank weie renewed in 1830-'31 and 

*32, with the addition in the latter year of an opinion that the 

- public money was unsafe in the Bank of the United States, and 

to ascertain this, certainly a very important point, during the 

: Besson of 1832~'33, a committee was appointed to examine into 

the condition of the Bank, and from the report of that commit- 
tee J cite the conclueion: 


“It appears from ofhcial documents of unquestionable au: 
thority that the specie actually in the vaults of the Bank of the 
` United States is within one-tenth of the amount held by all the 
other banks in the Union together, whilst its circulation of pa- 
` per ia but one-fourth the circulation of theirs. In other words, 
-the Bank ofthe United States has now above nine millions of 
apecie, with a circulation of notes to the amount of seventeen 
- millions and a half, whilst the aggregate of allthe other banks, 
with specie in their vaults of from ten to eleven millions, have a 
circulation of sixty-eight millionsof bank paper. If, then, the 
` evidence herewith submitted can be relied upon, which it isefor 
‘the House to judge of, there can be no doubt of the entire sound- 
“ness of the whole bank capital, after meeting all demands upon 
it, either by its bill holders or the Government; and such is the 
` * opinion of the committee, who feel great confidence in the well- 
' known character and intelligence of the directors whose testi- 
mony supports the facts above stated.” 


Ending with the following resolution: 
“Resolved, That the Government deposites may, in the opi- 
nion of this House, be safely continued in the Bank of the Uni- 
-ted States.” 
Which was adopted by a vote of more than two to one, in a 
_ House having a large Administration majority. 
`- . But the fiery energies of the old war-horse were not to be so 
_ easily repressed, and Congress had hardly adjourned before 
General Jacksen sent Amos Kendall to the Eastern cities to 
. opena negotiation withthe State banks in reference to the re- 
- moval of the déposites, ending with the arbitrary removal of 
Mr. Duane, as Secretary of the Treasury, and the appointment 
ofa more pliant instrument for the President’s purposes, in the 
person of Mr. Taney, and then followed the removal of the de- 
posites in violation of the chartered rights of the bank and of 
Jaw, and in contempt of Congress; and here, sir, was the real 
‘source ofall our present diffictilties, 

Soon after General Jackson’s election, he undertook to make 

the directors of the branch bank at Portsmouth remove its Pre- 

. sident, against whom there was no valid objection, and appoint 

. a political friend of Gen. Jackson. This they refused to do, 
saying, among other things, that they had nothing to do with 
the political controverses of the day, and did not mean to have. 
Here opened the war. General Jackson finding he could not 
make the Bank his ally, determined to destroy it, as he has every 
body and every thing who ever resisted his will, and in this he 
succeeded but too well. . 

The final destruction of the Bank having been decreed, the 
ruling party, in ordet to fill the vacuum that wouid necessarily 
follow, began to make new banks in every State where they 
held power. Yen, sir, the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
"Waagner] complains that the State banke have been increased 
from 350 to nearly 900, and I heg leave to tell him that he and 
his friendsmade them. The Globe was as rabid then in the 
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great work of making banks as it now is in destroying them. 
In that journalof Dacember 21, 1833, it is said: 

“This new coalition, however, have labored in vain. Thein- 
telligent people of the West know how to maintain their rights 
and independence, and to repel oppression. Although foiled in 
the beginning, every Western State is about to establish a State 
bank institution. They are resolved to avail themselves of their 
own State credit as well as of the national credit to maintain a 
currency independent of foreign control. Mr. Clay’s presses in 
Ken'ucky begin now to fee! how vain are all their effuris to re- 
sist this determination of the people in the West. The Louis- 
ville (Kentucky) Herald says: ‘From the indication of public 
opinion, as contained in the papers from the States around us, 
there is every probability that banks will be chartered in the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Missouri, and that efforts will be 
made to charter in this State(Kentucky) not only a State bank, 
with four or five branches, but several independent banks.’ ” 

And, having copied with approbation this promiee of a large 
crop of new banks, the Globe then concludes by saying: 

“So Ohio, Indiana, Hlinois, Missouri, and Kentucky are re- 
solved to take care of themselves, and no longer depend on the 
kind guardianship of Biddle, Clay, and Co.” 
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And Ohio did take care of herself by chartering at thatsame `: 


session of her Legislature, I believe, eleven new banks, with an 
aggregate capital of about four millions—the Administration 


| party having a majority in both branches. 
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` the community. 


Into the banks, new and old, the deposites were hurried, and, 
fearing they would not lend the money fast enough, orders were 
given them to discount, not in peremptory language, but suffi- 
ciently distinct—for a mere suggestion in those days from An- 
drew Jackson or his lieutenants was equivalent to an order. 
But in this matter I speak from the book, sir, and therefore read 
from Senate documents lst session 23d Congress, Ist vol. Doc. 
2, p. 33, the following letter, dated 

“Treasury DEPARTMENT, 23, 1833. 

“Bır: The Girard bank has been selected by this Department 
as the depoeitory of the public money collected in Pennsylvania 
and its vicinity, and the collector at Philadelphia will hand you 
the form of a contract proposed to be executed, with a copy of 
his instruetions from this Department. In gelecting your insti- 
tution as one of the fiscal agents of the Government. I not only 
rely on its solidity and established character, as affording a suf- 
ficient guarantee for the safety of the public money entrusted 
to its keeping, but I confide also inits disposition to adopt the 
most liberal course which circumstances will admit towards 
other moneyed institutions generally, and particularly to those 
in the city of Philadelphia. 

“The deposites of the public money will enable you to afford 
increased facilities to commerce, and to extend your accommoda- 
tions to individuals; and as the duties which are payable to the 
Government arise from the business and enterprise of the mer- 
chants engaged in foreign trade, it is but reasonable that they 
should be preferred in the additional accommodations which the 
public ceposites will enable your institution to give, whenever 
it can be done without injustice to the claimsof other classes of 
Tam, &c. 

“R. B. TANEY, 

“Secretary of the Treasury. 

“To the President of ths Girard Bank, Philadelphia.” 

And the following letter is found at page 36 of the same docu- 
ment, from which I give only an extract: 

“Treasury DEPARTMENT, Oct. 9, 1633. 

“In selecting your institution as one of the fiscal agents of the 
Government, I not only rely on its solidity and established cha- 
tacter, as affording a sufficient guarantee for the safety of the 
public money entrusted to its keeping, but I confide also in its 
disposition to adopt the most liberal course which circum- 
stances will admit towards other moneyed institutions general- 
ly, and particularly to those in your vicinity. 

“The deposites of the public money will enable you to afford 
increased facilities to the commercial and other classes of the 
community, and the Department anticipates from you the adop- 


: tion of such a course, respecting your accommodations, as will 


prove acceptable to the people and safe to the Government. 
“lam, &c. R. B. TANEY, 
“Secretary of the Treasury.” 

The next proofis found in Genera) Jackson’s message to Con- 
gress, in December, 1633, where he says: 

“Iam happy to know that, through the good sense of our 
people, the effort to get up a panic has hitherto failed, and that, 
through the increased accommodations which the State banks 
have been enabled to afford, no public distress has followed the 
exertions of the bank.” 

And @ven Mr. Kendall, if good authority, may be quoted. 
Alluding to the large amount of public money on deposite, he 


Saye: : 


“Should neither the Treasury nor the bank restore a L-rtior 
of this great sum tocirculation, the consequences apprehended 
would be of the most serious kind: and the community of New 
xXork were beginning to look earnestly to the Government for 
relief.” 


Then, sir, through the inte ition of the Government, did 


- the banks shoot madiy from their spheres, ending with the sus- 


pension in May, 1837; but even this event, so unfortunate and 
disreputable, would probably have been avoided had it not been 
for yet other experiments: for the currency quacks in. power 
had by this time half a dozen wheels in motion, all directed. to 
thè accomplishment of their grand object, the improvement of 


. the currency, and ail whirling like the machinery of a steam en- 


gine Si ha the resisting power has been by some accident re- 
moved. - ji : 

In the spring of 1836, Mr. BENTON introduced a resolution in- 
to the Senate requiring all payments fer the public lands to be 
made in specie, but it was promptly and almost unanimously 
rejected; yet the members of Congress had scarcely reached 
their homes before General Jackson, by his ipse dixit, in the 


‘shape of what was called a specie cireular, made that law 


which the Senate had rofused to do,thus substituting hie- will 
for theirs. At the next session, Congress passed a bill, by a 


- very large majority in each House, rescinding this circular, but 


it was at the close of the session, and General Jackson, availing 
himself of the constitutional grant of ten days within which to 
sign or return a bill, did neither before the adjournment, and 


' thus again did the Executive practically exercise legislative 


power, and defy the known wishes of the people. Upen the 
constitutionality, equity, expediency, or consequences of the 
specie circular, I do not propose to speak, and I allude to it only 
az one of the experiments of the day and a part of the system we 
are referring to. arn y 

Another important auxiliary in the great and glorious work 


of improving the currency, having its inception at an earlier: 
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day, butjust now beginning to bring forth fruits—not meet for 
repentance, however, as yel—was what is now generally and 
best known as the gold humbug. Gold was to be the common 
currency of the country, and it was to be acquired by giving, 
through legislation here, an arbitrary, artiticial value to it 
above its real value, so that, being worth more here than else. 
where, it should be drawn here and retained; and connected 
With this was the establishment of branch mints. 

I, Mr. Chairman, have no powers of description enabling me 
to tell the committee what brilliant prospects were said to be 
before us, that wiil compare with those exhibited in the columns 
of the Globe for months; and as the organ of the Administra. 
tion, speaking in its name, it seems proper to give them and us 
too the benefit of its own words; 

From the Globe of 29th Murch, 1834. 

t When the money held by the people is gold and silver, they 
can never be moved by panics or affected by the difficulties of 
banks. With a golden eagle in his pocket on Saturday night, 
the Jaboring man may res: in perfect confidence that no bauk 
failure on Monday will deprive him of the proceeds of his pre. 
ceding week’s labor. Few laboring men or farmers keep on 
hand for any time more than ten, twenty, to fifty dollare; and 
the sums they receive are generally smali. 1f our small cur- 
rency were eagles, half-eagles, quarter-eagles, and dollara, with 


: their fractions, enabling all these people to obtain payment for 


, limit to their extent and production. 


“endeavor to frustrate the measure by proposmg 
he gold 


their labor or produce In the precious metals, they would be 
effectually protected against all the casualties and frauds of 
papermoney. * * * * Gold and silver coin, the cur- 
rency of the Constitution, is Jackson money; notes, with pic- 
tures on them, promising to pay, the bank’s money. Which 
will our farmers and mechanics have, Jackson money or bank 


money?” 
From the Globe of 18th April, 1834. 

t Jackson Monegey.—In a few days we shall have an accurate 
account of all the specie which has arrived at the principal 
ports inthe United States since the Jst day of December last. We 
have no doubt it exceeds FOUR MILLIONS OF DOLLARS. 
The most singular incident of the times is, that GOLD as well 
as silver is returning from Europe. 

“What mechanic, farmer, or laboring man would not rather 
have a golden eagle than a ten dollar note on the Bank of Wash- 
ington, or any other bank? This is the ‘SOUND CURRENCY? 
which Gen. Jackson recommends.” 

From the Globe of April 25, 1834. s 

CHARD-MONEY Currency.—A few facts are necessary to be 
known and kept in mind by the people, in the present crisis, in 
order to understand whether the country can supply itself with 
gold and silver enough to serve for the common currency, after 
the United States Bank is done with.” 

From the Globe of May 2, 1834. ; 

“If Congress will pass the cein bills, the circulation of the 
country will be rich in gold and silver. The drops of sweat 
which fall from the farmer’s brow will be turned into eagles, 
and half eagles, and Spanish milled dollars. His bushels of 
corn, wheat, é&c. will not be resolved into a dirty rag in the cor- 
ner of his pocket, promising to pay what the issuers have not 
the means of paying.” : ; 

Congress did pass the gold bill, in accordance with Executive 
dictation; the sweat still falls from the farmer’s brow, but it is 
not turned into eagles, half eagles, or Spanish milled dollars; 
and the farmers among my constituents would now be extreme- 
ly rejoiced to be enabled to resolve their bushels of corn, wheat, 
&c. even in what the Globe calls “dirty rags.” 

; From the Globe of June 11, 1834. 

“Since Mr. Lowndee’s death, the argument in favor of a gold 
currency haa derived an additional weight from the discovery 
of our native gold mines. These mines are developing witha 


. rapidity and expansion unknewn-in the history of the world. 


Ten years ago, first noticed, and producing then $5,000 a year; 
now producing ahove two millions in a year; and no assignable 
To those who talk of a 
national currency, we point them to the gold region in Virginia, 
the Carolinas, Georgia, and the contiguous portions of East 
Tennesareand Alabama. There is a national treasure! There 
is material for a national currency !—national in every senso of 
the word; for it is the product of the nation, and current all over 
the nation, and called for by every man in the nation who is free 
from the chains of stipendiary servitude to the United States 
Bank. 


“If Mr. Lowndes had lived, this truly national currency 
would have been long since restored. The discovery of the 
gold rezions in the South would have stiinulated his exertions 
and consummated his purpose. The restoration of this cur- 
rency is now demanded by the voice of the whole conntry. It 
is demanded from the present Congress It is the great measure 
of the session. Let the nation not be disappointed. Let the 
GOLD BILL PASS! 16 to! isthe word! The bank men, not 
daring to make an open opposition, will work under ground, and 
all manner of 
fractions between 15 and 16 to 1; but lett phalanx stand 
firm, andthe paper legion will be defeated.” : 

Yee, sir, 16 tot was the word, and we saw 16 dollars in sound 
paper, and even in gold, then, to] now. 

From the Globe of June 16, 1834. 

“The whole great West requiies a circulation of doubloons. 
It will be their principal gold coin, and will be got in immense 
quantities from New Orleans.” < 

The eagles of which the Globe talked, on the 21st May, were 
now turned into doubloons for us at the West, and a great stream 
of them was to flow up the Mississippi and its tributaries. 


` Now, sir, some of my constituents live at the sources of streams 


that finally wend their way into the “father waters,” and are 

entitled, upon geographical considerations, to 2 portion of this 
old, but they have not yet seen the first premonitory system of 

its approach. : + 

The same number of the Globe says: 

“ The subject has been before Congress all the winter, and 
every member knows how he is going to-vote. ‘There is no 
pretext for delay; but delay isthe first trick of the bank to de- 
feat the bill. Congress hay hut one question to decide, and 
that is the relative value—the question of 16 to 1—all the 
rest is matter of detail. The time is now short—only two 
weeks; but still the coin bilis are expected to pass. The design 
of the bank party to defeat the billa by delay, orto frustrate their 
operation by inadequate and vicious details, is periectly under- 
sood m being understood ought to'be counteracted. ` Let the 
gold bill pass. ; : t ne 

“It is computed the Southem mines will yield THREE 
MILLIONS of dollars worth of gold this year. A rise in the 
ratio of gold from 15 to 1, to 16 to 1, will be an advance of six 


2 


. 
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See 
and two thirds per cent. on thatamount, which wili be $190,000 
on the whole.” i 

The bili paseed the House—the authoritative style of the 
Globe waa not without effect; “ Let the goid bill pasa’?! ! spake 
the Globe, and it was done. 

At the risk of being tedious, let me point you to the shouts of 
triumph that rung from one end of the land to the other. 

From the Giche of June 23, 1834. 

t GOLD CURRENCY.—It will be seen, by our Congressional re- 
port, that the gold bill has passed the House of Representatives, 
and goes to the Senate te-day for their concurrence. The bank 
forces opposed a furious opposition, and foug t, like the ancient 
villains, till the stars appeared in the evening. The great battle 
was fought on Saturday, and occupied the whole day. Beit re- 
membered that this Saturday was the 2lst day of June, just at 
the summer solstice, when days are longest and hottest. It was 
evidently the tactica of the bank leaders, if men can be called 
leaders who are themselves doth led and driven by the mammon 
whom they serve—it was evidently their tactics, first, to stave 
off the bill ull the next session; next, to befog it ina wilderness 
uf mystification; and, finally, to sink the relative value of gold 
and silver to a ratio below 16 to 1; which would have defeated 
the greatend of getting gold into circulation as a national cur- 
rency. Upon these three tacks, the ultra bankites made fight, 
and developed in such force about mid-day as to show that 
time was their great resource, and that their plan was to piro- 
tract the struggle into the ensuing week. The friends of gold 
then determined upon a permanent sitting til the bill was 
passed. They renounced ail idea of adjourning at the end of 
the day, and evinced an invincible determination to sit out the 
question. This brought things to an issue, and towards sunset 
the triumphant vote was taken, and resulted in an overwhelm- 
ing majority for the just and truly American ratio of 16 to I. 
We say just, because it isthe ratio which will bring gold into 
common use, as common currency; and we call it truly Ame- 
rican, because all America, from Canada to Cape Horn, will 
now have that uniform ratio, and thus bring their whole gold 
coinage into concord and harmony, and just as convenient for 
circulation ag if all wag from the same mint. 

“The bill goes to the Senate to-day. The strength of the Bank 
in that body excites sume little apprehension, but it is impos- 


sible to believe in formidable opposition there, after the | 
victorious vote in the House of Representatives; an we : 


feel ready to congratulate the friends of the country upon 
the actual establishment of a gold NATIONAL currency.” 

The apprehensions of the Giobe as to the action of the Senate 
were ill founded. The bill became a law; and, to complete the 
golden picture, as drawn by its friends, 1 must be.permitted to 
read one item more: 

From the Globe of July 16, 1834. 

“THE GOLD CURRENCY.—While every part of America re- 
joices—while every heart not enslaved to the scrub aristocracy 
of the paper system—while every independent and patriotic ci- 
tizen exulta in the recovery and restoration of the long lost geld 
currency, the West, and all Western citizens, have the deepest 
and greatest cause for proud exultation and manly rejoicing, at 
this propitious event. For, of all America, the West isthe part 
which needed most, and will profit mest from the circulation of 
gold. Happily they have but few banks in the West, and, there- 
lore, need gold to carry About and travel upon. Happily, again, 
the greatest supply of gold will go to the West. The emig-ants 
removing to that great region will all carry gold in preference 
to either silver or paper, for it is lighter than silver, and safer 
than paper. The land offices will become receptacles and re- 
servoirsof gold, whence it will be distributed to the country 
through the Government disbursements, through the military, 
the surveying, and the Indian departments; and wo to the officer 
who, having received gold from the Government, shall presume 
or dare to o:fer paper to the soldiers or citizens. Then a great 


stream of gold will flow up the Mississippi from New Orleans : 


and diffuse itself all over the Great West. Nearly ali the gol 
coinage of the new world will come to the United States; for all 
the coinage of the new Governments of Mexico and South Ame- 
tica, being the coinage of rebel provinces, cannot go to old 
Spain, or to any of her dependencies, and therefore will come to 
the United States as its natural and best market This will fill 
the West with doubloous and half joes; and in eight or nine 
months from this time, every substantial citizen will have along 
silken purse, of fine open net work, through the interstices of 
which the yellow gold will shine and glitter. Tuen travellers 
will be free from the pestilence of ragged, filthy, and counterteit 
notes. Every subs antial man, and every substantial man’s 
wife and daughter, will travel upon gold. The sateilitea of the 
Bank alone, to show their servile subjection to their liege mo- 
narch, will repine at the loss of paper.” 

Notwithstanding all these promises, sir, the people see so lit- 
tle gold, and are likely to see so little for a long time to come, 
that it may be well toletthem know what excellent qualities it 
has, as detailed by Mr. Benton: 

“QUALITIES OF THE GOLD CURRENCY.—1. It had an intrinsic 
value, 2. Ithad a uniformity of value. 3. It was a portable 
currency. 4. It was indestructible. 5. It posseaees inherent 
purity. 6. It is superior to allother currency. 7. It is the true 


regulator and equalizer of exchanges. 8. kt was the mnaster of | 


money. 9. It isthe tue regulator of bank issues. 10. It 
13 a eonstitutionsl currency; and, therefore, the people have a 
right to haveit, while the Constitution remains, whether they 


can give good reas.sns for it or not. ` 


“To all which we add, it is the most beautiful currency in |: 


the world; and, therefore, the most agreeable to the eye as 
yell as the best for the pocket, that the wisdom of man has de- 
vised. 

In connection with this subject, I must call your attention 
for a moment to the establishment of the branch mints at North 
Carolina, Georgia, and Louisiana—one of the most, among the 
many, palpable instances of the waste of money to be found 
on our reeords, The mint in Philadelphia has the capacity to 
coin ineaglea three hundred millions of dollars annually; but 
teking the average of coins, silver and gold, large and small, its 
capacity is equal to twelve millions, and never have the bullion 
andold coins that could be obtained been adequate to the sup- 

_ Ply tothat extent. Yet to help on the humbug, the branch 
mints were established ata cost, for buildings, fixtures, and ap- 
pliances, of about $750,000, and the annual expense of suatain- 
ing them is near $50,000. Tey have been in operation two or 
three years, and have coined altogether about halfa million. 
During the last year, the branch at New Orleans coined about 
$23,000; and the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Ocie] has 
told us that ten cent piecescost thirty cents each. Official state- 
ments on our tables show thatthe branch mint in North Caro- 
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lina, in a little more than a year, coined $31,000 at an expense 
of $33,466, or about two-filthe of the product. 

And yet, in December, 1836, Mr. Bento: said, in.the Senate 
Chamber, in anticipation of the immense results expected from 
them, these words: 

“After forty yearsof wandering in the wilderness of paper 
money, We have approached the confines of the constitutional 
medium. Seventy-five millions of specie inthe country, with 
the prospect of an annual increase of ten or twelve millions 
for the next four years, three branch mints to commence next 
spring, and the complete restoration ot the gold currency, an- 
nounce the successof President Jackson’s great measures for 
the reform of the currency, and vindicate the Constitution from 
the libel of having prescribed an impracticable currency.” 

A prediction proved by the event to be as unfounded as the 
style and manner were pombastic. 

Sir, nobody will now pretend that the whole scheme has not 
failed, miserably failed, as has every other in relation to the 
currency undertaken by this Administration. Where is the 
gold? Whe has it, except membersf Congress and the office 
holders generally? The director of the Mint says the gold law 
has not only failed to accomplish its purpose, but has been 
positively injurious, and he advises its repeal. That such would 
be the result, the “bank forces” in Congress foretold. Any 
man, whose powers of vision were not absolutely destreyed by 
partisan feeling, muat have known that such a radical, arbitrary 
effort, in despite of ali the laws of trade, to acquire an undue 
proportion of gold— undue, I mean, in relation to supply and 
demand of the commercial world generally woul prove 
abortive or worse than abortive, and especially so when we 
look'at the condition of things in the 
England. 

In the latter, gold constitued the specie circulation, and was 
|, the basis of the paper issues—here gold and silver were both a 

legal tender, and the legal basis necessarily of the paper issues 
—but practically it was silver, silver being slightly overated, 
as the law stood, when contrasted with gold, and hence it was re- 
tained inthis country. There silver was an article of merchan. 
dise—here, it was 80 with gold; there was gold enough for their 
purposes— here wassilver enough for ours. 

And yet, asifto ruin the best customer we had forour sta- 
ples, in the first place, and ourselves next, and in which we 
have succeeded admirably, we undertook, by mad legislation, 
to drive the silver from our shores, and draw from England her 
gold, utterly reckless ofthe consequences. Gold began to move 
hither by reason ofthe artificial value we had given it: this 
produced a contraction of the whole circulation of England, de- 
preciated the valueof every thing selling in her markets, re- 
sulting in the loss on our next cotton crop of probably twenty- 
five millions of dollars, and for which we got no equivalent 
whatever, except that a few estirable gentlemen in Wail and 
Chestnut streets had, for a time, the supreme felicity of looking 
upen the “most beautiful currency in the world.” 

Thave thus, Mr. Chairman, hastily glanced at some of the 
financial experiments of the party in power, andlask if lam 
not warranted in opposing this, if for no other reason, because 
it is another experiment, and {to be administered by the same 


nited States and in 


nds. 

For order and regularity, confusion and uncertainty have 
succeeded; the rewards of industry fluctuate with every breeze; 
office holders, brokers and shavers, alone, of all the various 
classes of societv, have flourished the more the greater the dis- 
tresses and sufferings of others. ‘Fhe grand experiment for 
improving the best currency inthe world has wound up in the 
creation of an irredeemable paper currency in half the States 
of the Union—the paralysis of trade—general and intense embar- 
rasament of the people, and the entire disgrace of “the party,” 
the country, and the Government, F 

Sir, it is humiliating, mortifying, nauseating, to look. back 
upon our condition as it was ten years ago—to trace our histo- 
ry te this time through the wicked, miserable, bungling series 
of experiments that fave been perpetrated upona confiding 
people, andto see where we now are and are likely tobe fora 
time tocome. True, the Administration and its supporters, in 
and out of Congress, teil usthe existing state of things is the 
best possible one for the country, and they cheer us forward by 
| promising that when we get labor down to the level of Holland 
and Germany, we can manuiacture so cheaply as to monopo- 
lize the home market and undersell in foreign ones; but our 
fellow ciuzens who have been accustomed to liberal wages and 
| the enjoyment of whatthey deem necessaries, and sometimes 
luxuries, see no good reason why they should be reduced to po- 

veity that the country may become rich. j 
! An honest but misguided enthusiasm for a gallant old sotdier, 
eleven years ago, brought aset of men into power who were 
entirely unfit to wield it, and objectionab!e as was the first ge. 
neration, succeeding ones have become worse and worse from 
that day to this, till now tle destinies of this great country are 
; in charge of mere pediers in politics—vam pires on the commu- 
! nity. They have been stumbling, blundering, hobbling along 
from one experiment to another, obviously without knowing 
what they were about or caring for the consequences—constant- 
ly promising and never fulfiling—paying off old promises by 


| 


without the means of paying-but without, asit vould seem, 
even the expectation of having tiem, and.this by a set of men 
who have the most holy horror for the credit system. Personal 
glorification from him who left “this great people properous 
and happy” on the 4th of Marth,’37, down to the humblest tide- 
; waiter inthe most obscure fishing village on the coast—the ad- 
| vancement of personal interests and of party interests seem to 
have been the ruling motives, rather than the welfare of the 
| Republic—credit might perish and commerce perish, and all 
that renders life desirable might be ground in the dust, so long as 
the leaders of the party could ride on the crest of the wave and 
enjoy the ‘spoils of victory.” Nor, sir, did you sin ignorant- 
ly. ‘All the evils under which we now suffer, were predicted 
by master spirits in and out of the Capitol, but without effect. 
What was prophecy has unfortunately become history; and 
now, surrounded by the wrecks yeaa have made, you im- 
pudently give the lie to all your former pretensions, and tell the 
country you have only to look out for the Government. 7 

The President himself, enveloped in the ample folds of his of- 
ficial cloak, says: 

“All communities are apt to look to Government for too 
much! Even in our own country, where its powers and duties 
are 60 strictly limited, we are prone to do so, especially at pe- 
riods of sudden embarrassment and distress. But this ought not 
to be s0!” ‘ J ` 

Sir, I ask if “the powers and duties of this Government are 
so strictly limited,” why did the “illustrious predecessor” of 
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| 
distinctly in power. 


making new ones successively, and promising, too, not only : 


| Mr. Van Buren interfere with the currency at all—why under- 
' take to give usa better one—why volunteer the offer of a plan 
! of a Bauk of the United Sta es, as he did'in the veto. message— 
| why consign credit and commerce to perdition—why deciate 
that all who trade on borrowed capita] ought to break? Why. 
| all orany of these? Aod to what end have all your experiments. 
; tended ostensibly? And why, sir, has this icy, freezing declara- 
tion of the President been withheld till all your. aplendid expe- ` 
riments have exploded in miserable failures, involving people 
and Government in one common misfortune? : S : 
Sir, our present distresses are- attributable to bad Jegislation. 
However much we may have merited the displeasure of Hea. - 
` ven, the Almighty has not seen fit to inflict upon us war, pesti- 
lence or famine, or any otker national calamity; while our peo- 


:; ple have been as active and industrious and enterprising as 
i ever, and our soil as prolific. 
fi and ifthe calamities which oppress us have not been sent. by Hea- 
? ven asscourges for our sins, to what cause other than bad go- 


Ifthe fault be not in the people, 


: vernment can they be attributed? Sir, I say in my place now, 
hear it who may, its administration has been in the hands of 
men either dishonest or incompetent, and their friends may take 
either horn of the dilemma, as best suits them—they have mis- 
carried from ignorance or design, and in either event they de- 
serveto be removed. And yet, sir, strange as it may seem, these 

, men have the assurance toask the people of this country—bleed. 

; ing as they are from every pore by reason of their wickedness 

į or stupidity—to continue not only their party but themselves 

Why, sir, if the party had any principles 

; (other than mercenary ones) these men are certainly not the 

| persons to carry out those principles. If an individual should 
manage the oF of a private association of business men 

as the dominant party have managed the affairs of the Ameri- 
can people, he would be drummed in disgrace from the visci- 


nage. : à 
What isthe remedy? Til, sir, would it become me, a mere 
private in the ranks, to point eut a remedy for all our troubles; 
but I can tell you it is not to be found in your Sub-Treasury, 
| with its safes and vaults, its bolts and bars, its bon's and impri- 
` sonment. Nor, sir, do I think it would be found in a resort to 
the State deposite bank system, though this is infinitely prefera- 
ble to the other, because the money would he safe, and no. dan- 
gerous Executive influence could be brought be brought to bear 
upon it—if we could not do all the good we desire, it could do 
: some, and it could do no harm. 
We know, sir, that during forty years of our history we had a 
| national bank, and that during that time we had no such em- 
barrassinents as now—no ruinous losses by high rates of ex- 
change, and no sudden fluctuations in the value of property, with 
_ few exceptions, and they easily accounted for. The troubles 
growing outof the anti-commercial measures of Mr. Jefferson 
| in the time of the first bank, and the disorders resulting from the 
i war and from the absenee of a national bank from 1811 to 1817, 
and the extraordinary importations for two or three years after 
the war, with some bad management on the part of the bank it» | 
self in its early convulsive efforts to “improve the currency,” 
immediately after it went into operation; for atime affected the 
: bank and every thing else in the country. Order could not at 
i once be brought out of chavs, even had the bank been well con« 
; ducted; and had it been so, it would have been about. the only 
|; thing inthe country that was. : 
i My own belief unequivocally is, that sooner or later we must, 
t: in sportsman’s phrase, take a back track. But gentlemen are 
greatly mistaken if they suppose I would at this time, charter a 
Bank of the United States: not, however, because I have the 
slightest doubt of our constitutional right to de it. When TI re- 
e €O llect that thirty-two ofthe thirty-nine framers of the Constitu- 
tion, at one time or another, officially sustained a National 
Bank, and that almost one-half of the thirty-nine were in the 
Congress of 91 that chartered the first Bank; when I recollect 
that Washington, and Jefferson, and Madison, and Monroe, and 
} last, and Jeast on constitutional points, Andrew Jackson himself, 
have supported such an institution, and that the Supreme 
Court, with John Marshall at ite head, affirmed its constitu- 


i; tionality; and, too, what may have more influence than all with 


some gentlemen about me, when I recollect that the charter of 
the late Bank was passed as a Democratic, war-party measure, 
against the votes of the Federal party, and that its passage was 
esteemed a party triumph, I could not doubt, if so disposed, that 
we have rigatfully the power to make a third bank.} 

But, sir, I would not speak it into existence now if I could; let 
the present experiment be tried out; letit be ascertained to a de». 
mons:ration whether a country like this, extending through 18 
or 20 degrees of latitude, and twice as many of longitude, with 
all the varied productiens incident to such a space, with a po- 

' pulation active, industrious, and enterprising without paraliel, 
t! and with six and twenty States exercising, and rightfully, too, 
i1 the power of chartering banks at pleasure; let it, I say, be agcer- 
i] tained beyond all future controversy whether, under such cir- 
i! cumstances, we can transact our business successfully and hap- 

i pily without a bank, or something equivalent. Whatever else 

-© we may bequeath to our children, spare them, as we love them, 
|; the infliction of an age of financial experiments by partisan 
f: quacks. We have suffered almost as much as we can by this 
i} miserable empiricism. Now let us suffer something more for 
li posterity, that all doubts may be settled, and forever. 
ji No, Mr. Chairman, I will not help to lay a single stone in the 
! edifice ull all doubt shall be solved. 1 will not contribute my 
humble aid to build up a target for demagogues and broken 
down politicians and. party hacks to aim. their poisoned arrows 
at. 

- But, sir, I insist upon it, and. the people will, as I think, that 

' you do something to improve their condition, or, more proper. 
i: ly, to enable them to do it. It ig one of the attributes of sove- 
reignty—it is one of the highest obligations imposed by the Con- 
atitution, and it was one of the strongest motives for its. forma- 
; tion—it was what you have professedly been trying to accom- 
` plish for years past, to furnish the country with a sound cur- 
.’ rency; if it be not done here, it can be done nowhere, and if we 
i: refuse todo it, we shall prove recreant to one of our moat im- 

portant trusts. And, sir, it will be done, and done here. | The 
` people will decree it, and fram that there is no appeal. We 
may stalk about this Hall in fancied consequence, yielding a 
little briefauthority, saying what shail be and what shall not be, 
` butif we set up our will against that of the people, we shall 
` goon find ourselves the weaker party; letthem declare fora 


1 National Bank, and there will be one, whether we say yea or 


i! 
t 


| 


i 


ba 


nay.. If we refuse to du their bidding, it is one of the easiest 
things imaginable w put us aside and put others in our places, 
We are not the masters, but the servants of those who sent us. 
I do not say a Bank of the United States is the remedy, but it is a 
remedy—perhaps a substitute for that can be found—the end 
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must be attained, however, in one way or another. You took 
from the people as goud a currency as the world ever saw, un- 
derthe plea of giving them a betier, and they will hold you to 
your engagement, nut literally though, sit, tor they have had 
enough of the better, and will only ask tor the guod currency of 
which you deprived them by loud clamor and false pretences. 

Ihave before referred to a report made by a committee of the 
Senate composed of the personal and politica! friends of Gen. 


Jackson, at the session of 1829-30, for one purpose, and I now ` 


recur to it to show to “the party” what kind of a currency we 
had when they began fo tmpreve it, and what kind we must 
and shall have again. Out oftheir own mouths shall they be 
convicted. Alter speaking of the local currency, the committee 
aay: 

XTherens, however, superadded to this currency, a general 
currency, more known, more trusted, and more valuabie than 
the local currency, wuich is employed in the exchanges be- 
tween different parts of the country. These are the notes of 
the Nationa] Bank. These notes are receivable for the Go- 
verament by the nine thousand receivers scattered throughout 
every partofthe country. They are, in fact, in the course of 
business, paid in gold or silver, though they are not legally or 
necessarily so paid by the branches of the Bank in every section 
ofthe Union. In all commercial places they are received in all 
transactions, without any reduction in value, and never, under 
any circumstances, does the paper, from the remotest branches, 
vary beyond a quarter of one per cent. in its actual exchange 
forsilver. Here, then, is a currency as safe as silver—more 
convenient and more valuable than silver—which through the 
whole Western and Southern and interior parisof the Union, is 
eagerly sought in exchauge for silver; which, in those sections, 
often bears a premium paid in silver, which is, throughout the 
Wnion, equal to silver in payment to the Government and pay- 
ments to individuais in business, and which, whenever sslver is 
needed in any part of the country, will command it without 
the charge of the slightest fraction of a per centage. By means 
of this currency funds are transmitted at an expense less than 
in any other country. In no other country can a merchant do 
what every citizen of the United States can do—deposite, for in- 
mance, his silver at St. Louis, or Nashville, or New Orleans, 
and receive notes which he can carry. with him 1,000 or 1,600 
miles, to the Atlantic cities, and there receive for them an equi- 
valent amount of silver without any expense whatever, and in 
no possible event an expense beyond a quarter of one per cent, 
If, however, a citizen does not wish to incur the anxiety of car- 
rying these notes with him, or to run the hazard of the mail, he 
may, instead of them, receive a draft payable to himself or hie 
agent alone, so as to insure the receipt of an equal amount, at 
an expense of not one-half, and often not one-fourth, of the 
actual cost of carrying the silver. The owner of funda, for in- 
stance, at St. Louis or Nashville can transfer them to Pniladel- 
phia for one-half per cent.; from New Orleans generally with- 
out any charge at all, at most one-half per cent.; from Mobile 
from par to one-half per cent.; from Savannah at ont-half per 
cent.; and from Charleston at from par to one-quarter per 
cent. 

Mr. Chairman, E am tired of these currency investigations, 
and I have no doubt you are, and I will, therefore, endeavor 

ily to end them after looking at the effects of your finan- 
ciering on the Sate I in part represent. 


These importations of last year were one hundred and forty 
millions, exclusive of re-exports. ‘The population of Ohio is 
probably about one-tenth of the population of the Union, and it 
is fair to pas tapes they consume one-tenth of the importa, or 
fourteen millions for the last year, to whichsum areto be added 
duties, charges for transportation, and mercantile ofits, in all 
at least six millions, making twenty millions. e gave for 
that nearly our whole surplus products, Now, these products 
have diminished one-half in value, and we shall have about the 
same surplus as before. The imported merchandise will be 
wold no less becausg we are embarrasred. We must pay the 
same for a pound of tea or a yardof cloth, whether wheat be 
worth fifty cents or adollar. Cost in Europe and incidental 
charges and profits we must pay, or not have the articles that 
we may want, As, therefore, we cannot double our product, 
we mus halve the consumption; but for that half we must give 
the same labor as we last year gave for the whole. Thus, with- 
out any equivalent, we shall be deprived of the benefit and 

leasure we enjoyed from the use of one moiety of what we 

forehad. If we are in debt, we must pay two barrels of flour 
where one would have sufficed. The thousand dollars balance 
due on my farm haz become two thousand. The man who has 
money can buy twice as much as he could then, while the poor 
man who owes but little must lose his all to pay that little. 
Thus, sir, of all plans to make rich men richer and poor men 
rer, I know of none more efficient than those set in motion 

y this people-loving, aristocracy-hating Ad sinistration. The 
miserable miser in his attic, insisting upon his pound of flesh 
because it was nominated in the bond, could not have devised a 
sourse of legislation more satisfactory to himself than that pur- 

wel in this Capitol. 

Our State debt is about twelve millions, for which] am glad 
to say we have value received—the interest is about $700,000, 
and this must be paid by the products of our labor, levied in the 
shape of tolis on the produce we sell, and the goods we con- 
sume, and the deficit must be provided for by taxation. Last 
year 700,000 bushels of wheat would have paid the interest— 
now it will take 1,400,000; and ifthe low prices are to continue, 
a result which we are told is to be productive of so much good, 
we shall find our debt practically doubled, as well as our in- 
terest. 


My esteemed colleague (Mr. Parts] accounts for the low 
prices of our produce by charging it, most conveniently, too, 
on the banks, which are made to carry not only their own sina, 
but every body’s else, and he exhibits tables showing the con- 
tractions and expansions for eighteen successive months, with 
the falland rise in the ‘price of flour. Well, now, sir, if the 
price of our flour depended upon bank discounts, it must rise 
and fall to correspond with the increase and diminution of the 
discounts; but if any gentleman will take the trouble to exa- 
mine the tables, he wii] find no apparent relation between them; 
he will discover in certain periods, during which the banke con- 
tracted, say 10 per cent. that flour fell 20 per cent. and when 
the contractions were 20 per cent. flonr fell 10 per cent. The 
rise and fall of the price of flour depends upon causes beyond 
the reach of our banks—it must depend upon the value at the 
ultimate market—severe contraction would retard some 
what the sale and transportation, as expansion would facilitate 
them, but neither would materially affect the price. If flour be 
Worthten dollars in New York, it will sell promptly in Ohio 
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at from eight to nine dollars, whether our banks expand or con- 
tract. i 

But why have our banks contracted? Why, sir, independent 
@ general causes existing ail over the country, the Solons in our 
Legislature, tor we have them there as well aa here, wished to 
show their financial skill by making experiments on :heir own 
account— they wanted to do their share of the great work of re- 
forming the currency, that they might Participate with us in 
the glory to reguit from it. The first experiment was at the 
session before the last; our banks had been in the Practice of 
keeping their surplus funds in the Eastern cities, on which they 
could draw at sight for commercial purposes, and for the re- 
demption of their notes, a draft always being worth more than 
specie; and, in fact, but a few years ago,a bank or an indivi- 
dual sending home notes tor redemption, would think injustice 
done ifthey could get nothing but specie, But our legislatore, 
in the plenitude of their wisdom, decreed that the banks should 
keep coin in{the:r vaulisat the rate ot one dollar for every three 
in paper; thie compelled them to withdraw, in coin, the ba- 
lances due them East, thus helping to increase the embarrass- 
ment there last year, diminishing the prices of our produce, as 
we had done on a larger scale in England when we drew away 
their gold; but they were also compelledto curtail their dis. 
counts and collect their debts, to bring the specie and circula. 
tion in relative proportion. 

At the last session they voted small bills a nuisance, and de- 
creed they should no longer be tolerated, and this compelled 
the banks to razee again, because the vacuum created by the 
withdrawal must be filled with specie, and that must be drawn 
from the banks. 

But our Legislature was not only plenary in wisdom, but 
plenary in power; and they, therefore, at the late session, as- 
serted and exercised the power of repealing bank and all other 
chartere, whether the right had been reserved or not. And al- 
though the power was exerted perhaps in proper cases only, 
provided the right had exiated, yet its tendency was still further 
to agitate the public mind, already sufficiently feverish. 

True, sir, this was looked upon by men intelligent in such 
matters as mere brutum fulmen, for we have fortunately a 
Supreme Court, orthodox upon such heresies—a court that 
will not deny to thesoveieign people the right to do in their col- 
lective capacity that which each one individually, nut being a 
married woman, a child, a fuol, lunatic, or a madman, may do, 
to wit, make a con:ract that shal! be obligatory. I ought, sir, 
to ask pardon of my married female friends for putting them in 
such a category, but I wished to state the exceptions, that the 
absurdity of the proposition sustained by our Legislature might 
be the more apparent. 

My colleague says we, 
pel the General Government to assume the debts ef the States. 
Where, sir, is there an iota of evidence of this design to be 
found? Is it in the suggestion of a London banker, that it 
would add greatly to the value of 
remember what a protracted debate there was in the Senate last 
winter on a resplution declaring that it would be inexpedient 
and unconstitutional for this Government to assume the State 
debts, when not a State in the Union had even intimated a wish 
that it should be done. It would be unparliamentary for me to 
say on this floor that the whole affuir was superlatively ridicu- 
lous, but I may be permitted to say that I believe every body 
without the ten miles square thought so. 

At all events, Mr Chairman, whatever other States 
Ohio will never knock at yonder door as a suppliant, begging 
this Government to pay her debte. She is able and willing to 
pay principal and interest to the uttermost farthing, and her 
Creditors need give themselves no uncasinessabout her comply- 
ing with her engagements hereafter, as she has done heretofore, 
and which has so justly given her stocks the character they 
have at home and abroad. 

Mr. Chairman, I have trespassed longer than I intended upon 
the time of the committee. I have forberneto examine the de- 
tails of the bill, my principal object being to show that the plan 
itself was objectionable in a pecuniary view, and highly danger. 
ous in its political bearings; and that, judging from the past, no 
reliance could be placed upon either the ability or the integrity 
of the men in power, and therefore that we ought not to place in 
their contro] a machine so potent for evil of all sorts as this 
would be in the hands of bad man. Whether I have succeeded 
or failed in accomplishing my Purpose, others will determine. 
Sir, I told you it was not for me to point out a remedy forour 
ievances; but if I were called upon to make suggestions that 

thought might be beneficially adopted, I should say, primari- 
ly, put honest and competent men into power to constitute the 
substratum, without which no superstructure that such men 
would erect could stand for a day. Charter a Bank of the 
United States, with all suitable restrictions, whenever a decided 
majority of the people called for it; regulate your tariff so as to 
protect domestic industry, but withe&t doing injustice to an 
portion of the Union, or any particular interest in it; divide the 
proceeds of the public lands among the States, to which, as I 
think, they rightfully Belong; and to some of which they would 
now be so convenient; and, finaliy, cease following men or 
parties merely az such, but go, morning, noon, and night, for the 
country, the whole country, and nothing but the country. 


may do, 


Noregs —When I spoke of the hostility of the Van Buren 

arty to banks, I did not expect to have, so sovun, record evi- 
donee in_the House of Representatives to substantiate my opi- 
nions. Speedily after the Sub-Treasury bill had passed, and 
before it had been signed by the President—he retaining it till 
the 4th of July for his approval, upon the popular idea perhaps 
that “the beiter the day the better the deed”—the Senate bill ex- 
tending the charters of the six banks m the District of Colum- 
bia, for two years, was called up for action in the House. These 
banks were all supposed to be in good condition, and no objec- 
tion was made to them on any particular account other than 
that they were banks. By the exhibits It appeared that the cir. 
culation was $650,000—the specie $420,000, and that the debts 
due the banks by the people of the three cities of the District, 
and the adjacent counties of Maryland and Virginia, amounted 
to two and a half millions 
ing Siates suspended last fall, five of the six District banks did 
the same, as otherwise their coin would have been drawn from 
them at once, aud not for the benefit of the people, but of spe- 
culators. 

The Administration party determined to sacrifice these banke, 
both specie-paying and nhon-specie- paying, as an example, as 
they declared in debate, for the State Legislatures, and to this 
end offered amendments to the Senate bill, some of them avow- 
edly to wind up the banks, and others of such a character as 
would necessarily result in their destruction, either because 
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they would be unable to prosecute business at all, or because it 
would be unprofitable. One amendment Prohibited the issue 
of bills under ten dollars, and was carried: 96 ayes, all Van Bu- 
ren; 76 nays, all Whig. 

Another as to twenty dollars was lost: 33 ayes, all V. B.; 106 
nays, 96 W. 10 V. B, a 

en as to fifty dollars, lost: 69 ayes, all V. B; 106 na 

W.2V.B Oa 7 plate 


Another amendment rendered the President and directors se. 
verally liable for all the debts that might be owing by the hank: 
and for which suit could be brought at once against them, an 
without having firet exhausted the bank effects, and it was car. 
tied: 92 ayes, all V. B.; 90 nays, 78 W.12 V B. 

The bill, as it came trom the Senate, provided that the banks 
should resume specie payments as soon as the banks in Virginia 
and Maryland; but in the House an amendment was offered and 
carried, requiring an immediate resumption: 87 ayes, all V. B.; 
71 nays,66 W.5 V. B. 

A measure fn itself abstractedly right, and with which the 
banks could comply, but only by refusing new loans and com- 
peliing their debtors to pay, thus punishing the people rather 
than the banks. 

_ The bill had by this time got into such a shape that many of 
ph friends refused to vote for it, and 1t was lost—ayes 69, nays 


Subsequently; on the 3d of July, the charters expiring with 
that day, in order to prevent the Joss of the Corpo) ate character, 
and thereby the debts due the banks, and to preserve the liabili- 
ty of the banks to their creditors, a bill was passed continuing 
the corporations two years, for the mere Purpose of collecting 
the twenty-five hundred thousand dollara due them by the peo- 
ple, and that the people might collect the outstanding notes of 
the banks. 

Here, then, in this District, where Congress has exclusive ju 
risdicuon, the party goes against all banks whatever, and for a 
hard money currency. They were willing to sacrifice eve 
debtor to the office holders and Shylocksin and about the capi» 
tal. The barks must begin and pursue coercive measures to 
compel the payment of every debt due them within two years, 
and men with money will be enabled to buy as much property as 
they like at their own prices, And what better process could be 
houghi of than this to make “rich men richer, and poor men 

oore. 

F Congress has done for this devoted District what 
lature has done or wonid dare to do, and what members of Con- 
grees would not dare to do, if the people to be affected were their 
constituents. 


COST OF TRANSPORTING SPECIE. 

By document No. 116, of the present session, sent to us by 
Mr. Woodbury, it will be seen that the expensé of transporting 
specie to pay demands on the Government ts likely to form no 
inconsiderable item in the annual expenditure. The following 
items I copy from that document: 


no State Legis- 


J. De Selhorst, for transporti: g specie ` $368 25 
J. De Selhorst de do . . 158 00 
J. De Selhorst do do . - 227 00 
J. De Belhorst do do : 114 00 
J. De Selhorst do do - . 125 00 
Wm. B. Slaughter, Secretary of the Territory, with 
a salary of $1,000, for transporting $7,000 in spe- 
cie = - . - : : - 20000 
Wm. B. Slaughter, expenses going to St. Louis 100 00 
Wm. B. Slaughter, expenses for transporting money 
from Milwaukie -~ . : - - 51000 
Wm. B. Slaughter, procuring money on draft ~ 11400 
Wm. B. Slaughter, going to St. Louis for specie, 
($20,000,) and paying members of the Legisla- 
ture - - . ao : - 80000 
Wm. B. Slaughter, expenses in co lecting a Govern- 
ment draft on land office -~ : : - 10000 
2,816 25 


All this refers to the expenditures in the 

Wiskonsin, amounting in all to perhaps $40 . 
This may be considered a good beginning in this hard money 

experiment. 

PRICES OF LABOR IN HARD MONEY COUNTRIES, 
OR WHERE THE CURRENCY IS MOSTLY OF SPE- 
In November, 1833, the British Government direcied its Con- 

suts to answer certain questions asto the condijon of agricul- 

ture and of agricultural laborers within the districts of their 
residence, and from the reports made by them it will he seen 
that in France the wages were from ten to thirt cents a day; in 

Germany from four to fourteen cents; in the Netherlands from 

six to forty cents; in Italy from eight to twenty-two centsa day, 

varying with the kind of Jabor, the season of the year, location, 
and upon the fact of boarding with the employer or at home; at 
the higher rates the laborer invariably boarded himself. 


SPEECH OF MR. SALTONSTALL, 
- OF MASSACHUSETTS, 


In the House of Representatives, April 21, 1840.—In reply 
to Mr. PARMENTER, on the bill providing for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the year 1840. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL said he had been drawn into this de. 
hate contrary tohis expectation, The course which I have here- 
tofore taken on this ffoor (said Mr. Ñ.) will render it unnecerga> 
ty for me to assure the committee that I have risen with ex. 
treme reluctance to address ihem on subjects irrelevant to the 
bill under consideration. Sir, I have watched the proceedings 
of this House with great attention, and I confesathatl have been 
astonished at the boundless range of discussion. 

My colleague (Mr. Parmenter] haa been pleased to inform 
this committee of my former conneetion with another legislative 
body. Itistrue; and I may be permitted to say that, from what 
Thad been able tolearn there of parliamentary proceedings, I 
had supposed that something like relevancy in debate must be 
preserved. Ihave been astonished, there ore, atthe course of 
this and of former debates. I was surprised to hear the history 
of the Florida war discussed on the Treasury. note bill, and still i 
more surprised to hear the character and merits of a gentleman 
now in private life, but one whom a portion of Lis fellow-citi- 
zens have recommended to the people as a candidate for the 
highest office in their gift, minutely examined—to hear battles 
and military operations critically considered and diacussed v 
the Cumberland road bill! Why, sir, a stranger might have 
supposed that this House was a military tribunal, engaged in 
the trial of that distinguished man for his conduct in battles 
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Mr. Chairman, I had aot contemplated taking any part in such 
debates, al houch my own op anions and feelings on political sub- 
jects, and wy views in relation to che policy of this Administra- 
tion, and the necessity ot a change, :f we would restore the free. 
dom and prosperity of the country, are as strong and decided as 
those of my friends. But, sir, perhaps the bill now before the 
committee, as has been observed by my friend from Vermont, 
(Mc. EVERETT, ] is as fit an occasion as any other fora broad dis- 
cussion upon the state of the Unior; and T hope that when we 
shall all have discoursed upon whatever political topic we 
choose to select, we shall be content to pass from this bill to the 
real business of the country—that we shall then take up the ca- 
lendar which is periodically laid upon our tables, and which 
should remind us that there is a vast amount of business await- 
ing our action—ihat private claimants are imploring relief—and 
that the country is looking to us with deep solicitude at this cri- 


tical period; for, air, although the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Duncan] has ridiculed the idea that there is any distress except ii 


among the idls or the profligate, the whole country is suffering 
under unprecedented embarrassment. 


country is paralyzed from one extremity of it to the other. Sir, : 


noone is more seriously impressed with the necessity of action 
on the part of this House than Iam; but my honorable colleague 
(Mr. Parmenter) has chosen to bring me into this debate, and I 
shall not shun it. He has presented topics for discussion utterly 
foreign to this bill, or to any question now before the House or 
the country, andin a manner directly personal to myself. I 
shalishrink from none of them. He has wandered from the 
fieid of discussion, wide as it was before. He has thrown a new 
element of discord into this debate. I am not responsible for it. 
He has alluded to events long since past, and interesting only as 
part of the political history of our country. Dues the gentle- 
man suppose he shall benefit his own party, by proving to this 
House that his colleague, many years ago, was associated with a 


The business of the |; 


party, some of whose measures he has endeavored to render 
odious? L 


Why has the gentleman done this? Why hashe left the field 
of debate, broad as it was, and gone out of the way toattack a 
colleague on account of his former association with a political 
party which has long since existed only in history, or with 
measures which have nothing te do with, and should have no in- 
fluence upon, any of the questions now before the country? The 
course be has taken wouid have been improper and irrelevant 
from any one, more so from him, representing here the same 
State with myself. I was surprised at the course taken by the 
honorable 


nileman. There had hitherto been nothing but the « 


moat friendly intercourse between us, and it is not usual to wit- ` 


nees personal controversies between colleagues upon this floor. 


It is obviously desirable that there shou!d be maintained among | 


them unrestrained personal intercourse and mutual confidence, 
as questions often arise ia which the State they represent has a 
peculiar interest. It isimportant, therefore, that however widely 
they may differ in opinion on political subjects, and may be as- 
sociated with different political parties, they should cherish 
friendly feelings towarda each other. ; 

1 ask, then, what was the gentieman’s object? Why has he 


attemptedto revive party dissensions which had long since | 


died away; to entertain this House with the history of the 


_ Hartford Convention, and to referto documents connected with | f 
it which I know not that I have seen for more than twenty years? | 


Did the gentleman suppose he had made any new discoveries 
inhis antiquarian researches? Did he expect to produce an 


effect in Massachusetts by referring to that event. and to any |: 
relation to it which his colleage may have had? Why, sic,my j| 


own constituents well know that I was many years since a 
member of the Legislature, and that I had the honor twenty-five 
years ago, soon after I became a member of that body, to be 
placed on the commiitee to whom the Governor’s message was 
referred, and who reported in favor of that measure. I have 
rever denied or sought to conceal that fact. Why, then, did 


my colleague go so far back to biing out this piece of the ; 


history of our State at this time, in this place? Did he ima- 
gine he had found an edged tool, with which to wound me or 
my friends? If that was his purpose, he will find himself mis- 
taken. The instrnment with which he has made his onset had 
its edge dulled and blunted long ago. It was long since laid 
aside in Massachusetts as wholly powerless. This sortof attack 


is old and stale there; it has been stereotyped, and was worn |. 


out many years since. Why, sir, ina leading paper in Boston, 
the names of the Delegates to that Convention were paraded in 
capitals on every return of the 15th of December for several 


years, with a series of hands pointing down to them to render ; 


them more eonspicuous. J: wasa poor and futile effort, con- 
ceived and c ntinued in the vain hope of exciting public odium 
against such men as George Cabot, James Hillhouse, Harrison 
Gray Otis, Roger M. Sherman, William Prescott, and others; 
men as high minded, honorable, and patriotic as ever adorned 
the annals of any country. But what can stand before the un- 
hallowed spirit of party! The high and unsullied honor, the 
exalted public estimation of such men must he attacked or 
sacrificed when a party purpose is to be accomplished ! Í 
The gentleman hasan object. His desiga is to make politi- 
cal capital, (to use a phrase of the day,) by exciting old and 
almost forgotten prejudices. The first part of his epeech was 
a mere skirmish, intended to prepare the way for the main at- 
tack. after some remarks upon the speech of another col- 
league, (Mr. Cusainc ) he advanced to the real object of his 
speech, which was a studied, regular attack on the old historical, 
disbanded, Federal party, which administered the Government 
of this country from 1790 to 1801; a party which has had no 
real political existence in any Sta‘e in the country for more than 
twenty years—in which every man who was of age to vote 
while it was in power must now be verging on three score 

years and ten i 
suscitated, and held up as an object of terror to divert attention 
from the questions at issue befure the public. We have 
Witnessed a resurrection of dr 
vision; they have sprung bone to their boneet the breath of 
my colleague, sinews have come up upon them, and they 
have stood up a mighty army to fight the battles of the Admi- 
nistration. . 

-Bir, what is the gentleman’s argument? Itis this. The old 
Federal party and the present Opposition party are the same. 
The principles of that party were unsound; the paity was 
unfriendly to the Constitution—dangerous, treasonable; there- 

» the Opposition party of the present day is the same. 
Thatis the syllogism of the gentleman from Massachusetts! 
at is the argument, and all the argument. Now, I deny the 
whoie. I deny the premises, and I deny the conclusion; I de- 
hy the facts, and I deny the inference; and I will undertake to 
do, what I am not bound to do, thatis, prove the negative. I 


And this historical party is in imagination re- | 


y bones in this modern valley of | 
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shall refresh his memory, ang will refer him and this House to 
facts which cannot be denigd bs any one at all acquainted 
with ogr political history, gid which must convince the House, 
wharever may be the effegt on the mind of my colleague, that 
this. preposition is wholly groundiess. : 
Mr. Chairman, this 1s,ħot the tirst time we have heard the 
word Federal and eraltst used in a reproachful sense by 
those who know welf the power and influence of names. 
Whence came a name, uow so misunderstood by some, so mis- 
repregented by othey8? Does not the gentleman, does not every 
one inthis Housé kdow the origin of that name? If not, let me 
refer him to the fifth volume of Marshall’s Life of Washington, 
or to that admipable work, by which the editor has entitled 
himself to natjOnal gratitude, Sparks’s collection of the writ- 
ings ofthat igimortal man, the saviour of his country, whose 
image \hergcalmly and sublimely looking down on this as- 
sembly, ‘aafzht of itself, at all times, to awe the House into de- 
corum. They will there find that the name is just as old as 
the Constitution; that those were called Federalists who were 
in favor of the adoption of that instrument, so often and so lond. 
ly lauded in this Hallas the great charter of our liberty. The 
Federalista were those who believed that a more perfect union 
ofthe States, under a Government more national in its charac- 
ter than the old Confederation—a Government which might 
make uniform laws for the regulation of commerce, make and 
enforce treaties, and provide for and maintain the common de- 
fence, was essential to the prosperity and security of the nation. 
These were the Federalists. And ought that name to be a re- 
proach? Sir, I thought there were some elementary truthsin our 
political history—that some things were admitted. Ithought it 
was not necessary to advert to facts so undeniable as these, but | 


I find thatit is. Time has fledon its way; those who first con- `; 


ducted the Government, and those who supported them, are 

gone; new parties and combinations of party have arisen. Ano- 

ther generation is around us. Federalists! Why, sir, who 

made the Constitution?—who first administered it?—who gup’ 
ported the first Administration, but Federalists? And yet the 

young men of this day are taught to speak of Federalists as a 

band of conspirators against the Government ! 

I need not here go into a history of the Federal administra. 
tions, though 1 would recommend it to those who never use the 
term Federal but with reproach. Sir, it is now admitted by all 
honorable, candid, and intelligent men—all but the class of 
small politicians—that those Administrations were conducted 
by able and patriotic men; men influenced by good motives and 
upright aims; men of probity and honor; mistaken, it may be, 
in some of their views of the Constitution as now generally un- 
derstood—for the Constitution was then a new and untried 
scheme of government—but still honest in their opinions, friends 
of their country, lovers of liberty. Will it be denied, will a 
doubt be expressed in this House, that George Washington and 
John Adams, and those who were associated with them in the 
Administration, their friends and advisers, were upright, pure, 
patriotic men? How could it be otherwise? Would 
men who were foremost in the struggle for our independence, 
and who made this Constitution, administer the Government, 
as they intended and believed, in the strictest conformity to it? 

Bir, let me, at the hazard of being misrepresented for party 
purposes, call the attention of this House*ty what the Federal 
party did whi'ein power—to their character, their principles, 
as illustrated by their conduct. Let us judge them by their 
fruits—iet us contemplate them, not as they are caricatured 
in the harangues of demagogues, but ag we find them in their ; 
system of foreign and domestic policy, by which this infant 
nation was conducted with unexampiled rapidity in the course | 
of honor, prosperity, and happiness. Let me refer the com- 
mittee to the celebrated letter of Rohert Goodloe Harper, who 
had been a distinguiehed member of Congress, bearing date 
the day after Mr, Jefferson’s inauguration, “containing a short 
view of the political principles and system of the Federatists, 
and of the situation in which they found and left the coun- 
try.” What were their 
from that letter: 

“The leading principle of their system, 
has been to preserve peace and amity with all, by aconduct just ; 
and liberal, and fair towards al!; but to grant privileges tonone, | 
and to submit to indignities from none; to rely for 
tion of our rights and honor, not on the friendship, the justice, 
or the forbearance cf other Governments, but on our own 
strength and resources, and to employ vigorous means fcr call- 
ing forth those resources, and preparing them for exertior: in 
time of need.” 

The same principles are stated in Washington’s farewell ad- | 
dress, as that system of policy which, in his Opinion, was best 
suited to ensure the blessings of peace, and the respect of fo- 
reign nations. They are those which have been professed by 
all succeeding Admivistrationg. Regulating its conduct by these | 
maxims, the firat Administration preserved the nation in peace | 
amidst the most general and most furious war of modern times. } 

| 


as to foreign nations, 


the protec- 


Let gentlemen recollect those two periods, when we were first 
in imminent danger of a war with Great Britain, and then with 
France, in both which cases peace was preserved without a sa- 
crifice of honor. 

In the administration of the Government, one of their cardi- 
nal principles was to cherish and protect commerce Various 
measures were adopted by them for its encouragement; but 
their great, their favorite and efficacious measure for its pro- 
tection, as wellas for the defence of ourcountry, was the 
establishment of a naval force. Need I remind this commit- 
tee that the navy was created by them? And what was its 
condition when they were superseded? I read fromthe saime 
letter: 


“The navy consisted of thirty-nine vessels, of various size 
and ferce, mounting upwards of eight hundred and seventy 
guns, aid manned with upwards of seven thousand seamen and | 
marines. They had also made considerable progress in the es- 


tablishment of navy yards and wharves, and in preparation for [i 
buildingsix 74s.” p 


In what condition did this calumniated party find the country? 
They found it without adollar in the Treasnry; without any 
permanent revenue; without a system of finance,and burden- 
ed with a debt of seventy-six millions! There was (almost 
literally) no commerce, no public credit, no mutual confidence. 
no uniform laws, All was chaos—every thing was to be created 
or put in order. À zp 

I find, on the authority to which I have referred, that. io 1790, 
our shipping amounted only to 450,000 tons, and that, in 1800, it 
amounted to 939,000 tons. In 1790 our exportation of foreign 
commodities brought into the country for re-exportation 
amounted to less than $2,000,000; in 1800 it exceeded $39,000,000. 


not the |: 


| 
principles of foreign policy? I read | 
$ 
t 
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In 1790 our exports of our own produce bar-ly exceède 
$14,000,000; in 1800 they amounted to nearly $32,000,000. _ 

Lunght go on and state more at large the situation in which 
the Federal Administration found, and in which it left the cqun- 
ity at the end of twelve years: but it cannot be necessary. 
The sources of information are obvious to all who really 
desire it. g 

But they passed a sedition and an alien law! And these 
obnoxious acts are to overbalance all their good deeds! Their 
general policy, and its great and beneficial results, are to be 
forgotten, and they are to be overwhelmed with obloquy on 
account of one or two particular measures! What hag any 
party of this day to do with those laws? If my colleague ex- 
pects me to justify them, he will be disappointed. Part or lot 
in them I had not, for I was then but a youth atechool. I know 
them only as he does—asa matter ‘of history. As such, I 
know that there was a difference of opinion concerning them | 
among the friends of the Administration at the time they were 
passed. I know that they were made under peculiar circum. 
stances, at a very critical period of our public affairs, Icon- 
sider them as inexpedient, and as extreme in their character; 
and, sir, they are now generally, if not universally, thought to 
have been founded on an erroneous construction of the Consti- 
Whatever may be their true character, no po- 
litical party of the present day is responsible for them, or 
should be affected by them. But, let me tell the gentleman, 
there are measures of this Administration which go beyond 
those acts— which show a much greater stretch of power. 

But certain principles are attributed to that party, as part of 
their polttical creed, which are now generally rejected, at least 
in speculation. Itisalleged to have been part of their system 
to support vigorously the authority of the Federal Government, 
and to maintain the Executive power against the superior 

Gov At that early 
day, in the very outset of the Constitution, when it was as yet 
all theory, itis true that the apprehensions of many were from 
the supposed weakness of the Executive. They believed that 
there would bea tendency, on the part of Congress, “to en- 
croach on the Executive powers, and to direct and control the 
President in the exercise of his authority.” _ 

But experience has since proved that their fears were not 
well founded. I think the course, as well of the late as of-the 
present Administration, must have proved this to the satisfac: 
tion of all men. The real danger te liberty menaces us from 
the directly opposite direction, and now our most serious ap. 
prehension is from the encroaching and all-engroasing influence 
of the Executive. But this experience those who then con- 
ducted our public affairshadnot had. They were just setting 
the machine of Government in motion, and, from contem. 
end the theory of its action, such a fear was natural 
enough. 

So much forthe old Federal Administrations. I do not speak 
of them as infallible or immaculate, but as having been con- 
ducted by a body of honorable, upright, and patriotic men, sume 
of whom were men of consummate ability and wisdom, and I 
say that, judging of them from the results of their conduet, no 
man has reason todisavow his connection with that party, or 
to consider the name of Federalist as opprobrious. ‘The 
name of Federalist opprobrious! And has it come to this? 
There standa the father of the school." Is it a reproach to 
have belonged to the parity of which Washington was the 
head? a party which was supported by John Jay, John Mar- 
shall, Charles C. Pinckney, Oliver Ellsworth? But where shall 
Istop? Imight goon and point the House to a constellation of 
great men, iliumining the whole countrymen as great, as 
good, and as wise, as ever blessed any country on earth. 

In 1801, the pople elected other rulers, and the change is 
now sung and celebrated asa great civil revolution. A revos 
lution! ‘In what? The men were changed; but was there any 
change in the great and leading features of the policy of the 
Government? Has not our foreign policy been professedly 
guided by the same principles? Are notthe Judiciary, the 
Treasury, and other Departments of the Government, conduct- 
ed essentially on the system as at first established? Has not the 
vessel of state been guided by the chart laid down by those wlio 
first directed its course? Mr. Chairman, the Government must 
be administeredon the great principles established by Wash» 
ington, or it must fall to pieces. 

Although the Federal party had ceased to conduct the Go- 
vernment of the United States, it continued strong in Massachu- 
setts andin other States for several years. Let me now callthe 
attention of the committee to the charges of my colleague 
against hisown State. He has arraigned her before this com- 
mittee. He has impeached her character for patriotism and, 
fidelity to the Constitution and the Union. I know the gentle: 
man has attempted to make a distinction between the Govern A 
ment and the people of Massachusetts—no such distinction can 
be made. But, if he aimed only at the Administration of that 
day, he included within his charge as greatand as good men as 
the country contained—men in whose integrity all parties had - 
per fect confidence. : i 

Perhaps the gentleman is not aware of the strength of his ex- 
pressions. Here they are, as I took them from his lips: 

“In New England, notwithstanding the whole people of this 
country entered into the war for the benefit of the Northern 
part of the country, they did all they could to favor the enemy.” 
“They took a ground airectly against the interests of the coun- 
try, and the most powerful dictates of patriotism.” ‘Though 
our seamen were imprisoned in foreign prisons, yet the Fede- 
ral party (the Whig party) took part with the enemy. 

‘Thisis part of what the gentleman has said to this House and 
to the whole country, of the conduct of hia own State. And I 
say, Mr. Chairman, that these acensations are untrue. Neither 
the Government nor the people of New England took part with 
theenemy. On the contrary, I undertake to say that Massachu- 
setts maileas great exe:tions, and in as good faith, to defend the 
country against the enemy, as any State in the Union. Let us, 
Mr. Chairm:in, look back to the period of the war. Let us 
giance at incidents in our history which have been improperly 
brought befere this committee, bur which must now be noticed 
in reply to the remarks of my colleague. 
sae i Yell known that there was a party, and a large party, not 
only in New England, but in Congress, and throughout the 
country, opposed to the declaration of war, and this on various 
grounds. The object of the gentleman’s speech was to render 
that party, especially in Massachusetts, odious, and then to 
identify with it the present Opposinon party. The op. 

oaition to the war in 18 2 is charged to the Whig party 
Pr 1840. Right or wrong, the Opposition then had nothing 


* A portrait of Washington is suspended in the hall. 
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to do with eppasition now. The party in power in Masa- 
chosetta in Reir oppesition to the Administration, were con- 
tending for great. aud, in their opinion, all-important principles. 
They were opposed to the declaration of war from the highest 
mouves of patriotism. Does not the gentleman know thai the 
diferent parues entertained different views of that great and 
tremendous conflict which had been raging in Europe for twen- 
ty years, and this was the basis of the party divisions? Think 
of the situation of the world at that time—that Napeleon was 
then in the zenith of his tame and power, and in the lull tide of 
military euccese—ihat he was just on his march to Russia, with 
an army gathered from all nations, and Great Britain was, in 
the opinion of those opposed to the declaration of war, the only 
barrier against universal conquest. Napoleon—the French 
power—was the object oftheir dread. They thought theircoun- 
try had more to fear from this than any other cause; and a de- 
claration of war against England, af ihat moment, was, in their 
opinion, in effect, to become anally of Napoleon. That we had 
suffered great wrong from France was admitted by all. Was 
not the justice and expechency of the war, then, under the cir- 
cumstances, a question on which the wisest and most patriotic 
men might honemly differ in opinion? I do not enter into the 
gument; I mereiy advert to the circumstances. 

This party was equally opposed to the war on grounds of 
policy. In their opinion, the country was wholly unprepared 
jor war with a great and powerful maritime nation. Our 
whole coast was exposed to attack; our vast commerce to de. 
erruction. Yea, Mr. Chairman, under these circumstances, a 
large portion of the citizens of Massachusets and of other States 
were Opposed to the war; but that they took part with the ene- 
my—that they were not true to their country —I did not expect 
to hear from the lipe of a Representative oi that State. As to 
the defence of the country against the enemy, there was but one 
party there. 


The gentleman has alluded to the controversy between the ` 


Qovernment of Massachusetts and the Genera! Government, 
which he has resolved into mere opposition tothe war. A con- 
troversy diù arise immediately: atter the declaration of war, 
and one, in the opinron of the people of that State, involving 
important principles, and affecting the dearest rights of the 

le. 
of the Federa! Government over the militia of the Statea, one 
of which related to the command of the militia when called 
into actual service. These questions were submitted to the 
highest jadicial tribunal of the State, at the head of which was 
Theophilus Parsons, one of the most profound jurists our coun- 
try has produced; and the ground taken by Governor S'rong and 
his Council, was confirmed by the court. They were questions 
upon which men might entertain diff-reat opinions, without be- 
ing subjected to reproach. It was to be expected that such an 
event as war should give rise to conflicting questions. 

My colleague says, we did what we could tu favor the enemy. 
lapain deny it. I might use harsher language, but I will no) 
indulge in terms | feel strongly tempted to employ. What, sir, 
Massachusetts wanting in patriotisin' Massachusetts taking 
per with the enemy’! There is no foundation for the charge. 

f l bad read what the gentieman has stated on this floor, I 
should have called it a gross libel upon the character of that 


_ The gentleman makes a distinction between the Administra- 
tion andthe people. He says the people of Massachusetts were 
sound end parriorie, Sir, he knows that the great body of the 
people zealously supported the Government. The people 
calted on the Government for relief and protection, and pe- 
titions flowed into the Legislature for the very measure 
which my colleague so vehemently condemne. The people 
of Massachusetts stood by their Government, and the Gevern- 
ment stood by the people, and both etood by their country. 
Who made greater exertions or greater sacrifices in the war 
than did that elandered people? There were more of them in 
the navy, and more in the army; there was more Massachusetts 
blood poured out on the decksof your gallant ships, and on your 
batue fields, than from any other part of the Union. And what 


Great constitutional questions aroee as to the powers . 


did her Government do? Did they not cali out thousands of her 


militia, and expend millions of dollars in defence of the coun- 


Mr Chairman, has it come to this? Because some of the 
New Eogiand Siates contended for righte which they deemed to 
be important to the States and to the people, must I stand here 
and hear my native Sate accused by one of her Representa. 
tives of doing what they could to favor the enemy 7 

But my honorable colleague has mtroduced the threadbare 
subject of the Hartford Convention into this debate, as evidence 
of the unlawful designs of the party then in power in Massa. 
chusetts and other New England States; and I must follow him 
there. The gentlemen has read part of the report in the Legis- 

lature of Massachusetts recommending that measure. 1 wieh 
he had read the whole, and afl other documents connected with 
the Convention. They wiil show that the object was not to aid 
the enemy, or to dissolve the Union, bur, on the contrary, to de- 
vies the best means of security and defence, and of preventing 
the recurrence of similar evils. No, sir, there wes no treason- 
able design avowed or concealed. There was nothing unconsti- 
tutional or seditious in that meeting; and that is the charge. 
Whether it was judicious or expedient; whether it had nut bet- 
ter have been omitted ; or whether, as an example, it was likely 
to exert a salutary influence, are different questions. 

My colleague has told yoo, sir, that I was a member of the 
committee which recommended that measure. I shrink not 
from the avowa!; I wasa member of thatcommittee. I remem- 
ber well their deliberations, and I can add my testimony to that 
of distinguished membe:s of the convention and others, as to ita 
design. Never fora moment was there the slightest intimation 
ofap to dissolve the Union, or to violate constitutional 
obligations of the States; on the contrary, auch a proposition 
would have been regarded with abhorrence. They did not sit 
down and count the cost of this Union. No, sir, the measure 
proved to be useless. It has been misunderstood, and has ex- 
cited great prejudices, jealousies, and misrepresentations, which 
may have rendered ita political evil; but as to iw objects, and 
the intentions and purposes of the parties concerned, the Con. 
vention at Hartford was just as innocent, and in my opinion as 
justifiable ae that at Harrisburg, the recent conventions in some 
of the Southern States, on account of the difficulties of their 
trade, or as the party conventions now so common. 

Sir, what was the design of the Hartford Convention? To put 
an end tothe Government? No; but ina time of common dan- 
ger to consuit together upon subjects in which they had a com. 
mon interest, and upon the best means of defence, in a lawful 
and contitutional manner. That was ite main object. There 
was great excitement and alarm amongst the people. The 
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shipsofthe enemy were hovering onthe coast. They were ex- 
poved tohoatile invasiuua, and were defenceless; the regular 
troops had veen withdrawn, and were on the Canadian frontier. 
There waa a controversy with the General Government as to the 
militia The people were calliag on the Government for pro- 
tection. What was then to be done? It was a question which 
required the consideration of the most wise and experienced 
men. 

The first resolve in the report to which the gentleman has re- 
ferred shows the great object of the measure proposed: 

“ Resolved, That the calamities of war being now brought 
home to the territory of this Commonwealth;’a portion of it 
being in the occupation ef the enemy; our seacoast and rivers 
being invaded in severa! places, and in all exposed to imme- 
diate danger, the peopleof Massachusetts are impelled by the 
duty of self-detence, and by all the feelings and atiachmenta 
which bind good citizens to their country, to unite in the most 
vigorous measures for defending the State, and expelling the 
invader; and no party feelings or political dissensions can ever 
interfere with the discharge of this exalted duty.” 

Does this look like taking sides with the enemy? And the 
Government went on and took vigorous measures for the de- 
fence of the State. Let me refer the committee to all the do- 
cuments connected with that event; to their report; to the 
journal of their proceedings, which has long been before the 
public; and particularly to its history, by the Secretary of the 
convention. Here they are; they are accessible toall. They 
all show a determination to defend their country, atali hazards, 
against the public enemy, and to adhere to their constitutional 
obligations. ‘ 

The resolutions under which the delegates were chosen, and 
their commissions er instructions founded on them, repel 
the idea of an intentior to violate the Constitution. The de- 
legates were agents acting under a limited authority. The 

roceedings of Connecticut refer to those of Massachusetts. 

he delegates were instructed to “meet those of other Rtates, 
end confer with them on the subjecta proposed by a resolution 
of that Commonwealth; and upon any other subjects which 
may come befure them for the purpose of devising and recom. 
mending such measures for the safety and weliare of these 
Statea, A8 MAY CONSIST WITH OUR OBLIGATIONS AS MEMBERS OF 
THE NATIONAL Union.” The instructions of Massachusetts 
snd Rhode Island were of the same character, and equally ex- 
plicit. 

I am not contending, Mr. Chairman, that the convention was 
a wise or expedient measure. My co!league has raieed nosuch 
question. That I maintain is, that the members of that con- 
vention went there as good men, and true to the Constitution, 
with good motives, and for a lawful purpose, and that neither 
they nor the States which appointed them, were wanting in 
fidelity to the Union or to the country. Look at their report; ig 
there any thing in itthat looks like a disolution of the Union? 
No; it recommended a plan for the defence of the country, and 
a proposition for certain amendments to the Constitution, to be 
made according to the provisionsof the Constitution. 

The gentleman admits that the great body of the people were 
eound and patriotic. Sir, the people of Massachusetts wanted 
no other security against any treagonable designs than the cha- 
racter ef the men who composed that convention. Look at the 
list. At its head stands George Cabot, its President, one of the 
two first Senators from Massachusetts; one who enjoyed the cot- 
fidence of Washington; a man utterly destitute of political am- 
bition, and who never sought or would accept any public office, 
afier he retired from the Senate, until he was persuaded; ata 

rilous crisis of our affaire, to represent our Commonwealth 
ìn that convention. Mr. Cabot was a retired gentleman, hold- 


ing no public office; yet there was no citizen whose opinienson | 


all important public questions had more weight and influence. 
Then follows Nathan Dane, then in advanced life, a man emi- 

nent for his profound knowledge of thecommon and constitu- 

tional Jaw, and of the political history of his country. Mr. 
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has made a statement which, on reflection, I think he will 
himeelf regret. He has been informed that the late Governor 
Sullivan, (father of William Sullivan,) who, he says, had 
been cruelly calumniated when he was a candidate for that 
office, had stated that his own son was the anthor of it all! 
Sir, I cannot believe it. The gentleman himself, I am confi- 
dent, cannot believe it. It cannot be true. It is impossible. 
l well remember the bitterness of that electioncering contest, 
and how much sympathy was felt for the son by his political 
friends at the severity of the attacks on the father. The state. 
Ment cannot he believed by any man who is himself a father or 
a son—by any one who has human feelings within his bosom. 
My colleague saya ho was not acquainted with Mr. Sullivan. 
Sir, nə man can credit the story for a moment who did know 
that moat amiable anil excellent man. Mr. sullivan had long 
been retired from public life. During the last years of his life, 
he devoted the fine powers of hia mind to the unprovement of 
the young. Who that is acquainted with his excellent “clase 
books” can withhold his tribute of respect, so justly due toa 
man whe could voluntarily withdraw from what are io moat 
men the great objecta of pursuit, and devote years to the labo. 
rieus preparation of such works? 

It has recently pleased God tocall him from a family anda 
circle of friends who venerated and delighted in him, to a better 
world. Yet such isthe fury of party contests, that even sucha 
man must be charged in this hall as having been guilty of little 
less than parricide! of having fabricated cruel slanders against 
his own father! 

Bo much for the Hartford Convention, which my colleague 
has made it necessary for me to notice. i repeat that, whatever 
may be thought of it in other reapects, it was strictly constitu- 
tional in its design, and that its members were among the most 
wise and faithful men in the community—men entitied to the 
confidence reposed in them; that they were capable of discern- 
ing the proper course to be pursued ia their relation to the Fe- 
deral Constitution and to the State Government, and in defend: 
ing their country against the public enemy. My honorable col. 
league will not deny their high standing and chatacter. Le 
speaks of them politically, he says. 

I come now to another part of my colleague’s speech; his at- 


tempt to identify the present Opposition party with the old Fe- 


Dane was a distinguished member of the old Congress, and his | 


servicea there wiil be forever acknowledged by the country, 
from that lasting monument of his wisdom, foresight, and patri- 
otism, the celebrated ordinance of 1787. He had long ceased to 
have any connection with party, and was reluctantly drawn 
from his retirement in thisinstance. It is well known that the 


statistical tables and documents annexed tothe report of the . 


convention are in a great measure the resultof his accurate and 
laborious recearches. 


The next en this list of conspirators against their country is | 


William Prescott, atil! living, by the blesaing of God, and long, 
I hope, to live, an ornameat and blessing to the community— 
son of that Coi. Prescott who commanded at Bunker Hill, if the 
little band that go bravely defended that height had a leader. 
Need I tell you sir, who William Prescott is; that he isa lawyer 
of great eminence, now enjoying in retirement from profession: 
al labor ihe highest respect and confidence ofthe whole commu- 
nity ın which he lives? 


Then comes Harrison G. Otis, well known throughout the | 
country as one of our most accomplished and eloquent men and ' 
most eminent statesmen; elected a Senater after the peace. . 
Then follow the names of Timothy Bigelow, then and for many | 
years the distinguished Speaker of the House of Representa- | 
tives; of Joshua Thomas and Hodijah Bayties, both revolution- | 
ary p&triots—revolutionary officers during the war. Strange ' 


thatsuch men should turn conspirators against the liberty and 


independence of their country 1n their oldage! Sir, I might go ` 


over the whole list of the distinguished men who formed that as- 


sembly—many of whom are not among the living—but it can- , 
not be necessary. They were men incapable of any treasonable ' 


design. ; 

The honorable gentleman says that ambassadors were sent to 
Washington in pursuance of the recommendation of the Con- 
vention. True, agente were sent; but for what purpose? Was 
it not to make an arrangement with the Government for the 
effectual defence of the country? And who were they? I have 
teferred to Mr. Otis. Who Thomas H. Perkins ia, my colleague 


has told you, and I have great pleasure in saying that the gen- : 
i 


tleman has paid a just and beautiful tribute to his worth. He, 
has described Mr. P. as a man whuse heart is all benevolence, 
whose character is all honor; a man who has yielded up hia 
costly and spacious mansion as an asylum for the blind. What 
materials to make a traitor of! 

There is one other. Sir, I listened with pain and astonish- 
men: to the remarks of my colleague on the character of the 
late William Sullivan. In violation of a maxim held sa 
cred among all civilized and even uncivilized communities, 
(for it is founded on the common feelings of our nature,) the 
gentleman has violated the sanctity of the grave, and has 
shot his arrows at the dead! Of Mr. Sullivan the gentleman 


deral party. He says they are one and the same. 

Sir, the proposition cannot be maintained; the Federal party, 
asa party, was extinct long before the formation of the present 
parties, and a great portion of those who now act with either of 
the political parties belonged to neither of the old parties. 
They know them only historically. They have come into poli. 
tical life since. But what if a large poriion of those who re- 
main of the Federal party in Massachusetts are now opposed to 
the Administration? it is equally trne that a large portion of 
the old Republican party are associated with them; and it may 
as wel! be inferred that the Republican party and the Whig 
party are identical, as that the Federal and the Whig party are 
the same. 

I might refer the gentleman to individuals in every part of 
our Commonwealth, who were among the most zealous sup- 
porters of the Administratiun of the State during tie war, who 
are now as ardent supporters of Mr. Van Buren’s administra- 
tion—Hartfo:d Convention Federalists then, now genuine dis- 
ciples of the new school of Democracy. In six of the twelve 
Congreestona! districts in Massachusetts, the Administration can. 
did.tes at the last election were Federaliats. Mv friend and col- 
league near me (Mr. CaLwoun] informs me that he has at the 
three last elections been opposed by three persons who were 
all of the old Federal party. 

But what has become of the old Republican party? Are they 
t be found in the Administration rank? My colleague is per- 
plexed with the case of my friend and colleague, Governor Lin: 
coln. It seems to him passing strange that that gentleman 
should he found with his present associates. Were that gentle- 
man present, I might appeal to him whether he does not find 
himself associated with a large portion of his old political 
friends, the leading men of the old Republican party. J unhesi- 


` tatingly state it as a fact. J could refer my colleague to persona 


in every portion of our State, known to him, formerly leading 
Republicans, now Whigs. Let me refer him to the gentleman 
who was atthe head ofthe Navy Department, under Mr. Madi- 
gon, and who represented the district Ihave now the honor t) 
represent, and to another distinguished citizen who recently a) 
honorably represented our State in the other House. Were 
they not formerly decided Republicans? My colleague well 
knows that they are now as decided opponents of the present 
Administration. 

I might go on and name others who were formerly Federal- 
ists, and are now of the Administration party, or who were for- 
merly Republicans, and are now inthe Opposition. Among 
the latter are some of our most distinguished citizens, men hold- 
ing high judicial and other offices. Isay, without fear ofcon- 
tradietion, and 1 take great pleasure in stating, that a large por- 
tien of my political friends in the place of my residence, those 
who took a lively interest in my election, were formerly mem: 
bers of a different poritical party from myself. We stood in 
different ranks, and were zealous political opponents. Has 
there been any change in their political principles? None at 
all—not the slightest. Their principles and their opinions on 
past events are unaltered. And yet, according to the reason- 
Ing of my colleague, they have all become Federalists! No, 
sir, when party strife subsided, those who have been fierce} 
contending discovered that they had done injustice to eac 
other’s motives, and that there was no reason to doubt that 
their political opponents were honest in their opinions, and that 
both parties were equally true to the Constitution and to their 
country. 

Mr. Chairman, when my friend and colleague (Governor 
Lincoxn] was nominated for the high office which he so long 
held, with honor to himself and to the Commonwealth, he re- 
ceived the supportof both parties. He was put in nomination 
by the Republican party; butthe Federalists never proposed a 
candidate agaist him. Party strife ceased. His Executive 
Council was composed of persons who had belonged to both the 
political parties. 

The same breaking up of parties took place to a great ex- 
tent throughout the country. Mr. Monroe’s administration 
received the cordial supportof all parties, and he was elected 
for his secoud term unanimously, with the excepuon of a 
single vote, which was given ta another from strong feelings 
of personal attachment, by a distinguished member of the- Re- 
publican party. We had for a time a season of Llessedness 
and peace, when party strife ceased; its discordant voice was 
scarcely heard within these halls. Even General Jackron 
had recommended to Mr. Monroe to disregard old party dis 
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tinctions. And here, let me ask if the succeeding Presi. 
dential election was placed on party grounds? Notatall. All 
the candidates belonged tothe same political party. The Fede. 
ralists proposed no candidate. It was a mere contest from per- 
sonal preferences. In Massachusetts the great body of both the 
old parties contituted a new party, which supported my venera- 
ble colleague (Mr. Apams] in the Presidential contest. He 
was opposed in Massachusetts and other States, but noton the 
ground of his Federalism; far otherwise with some of his warm. 
est opponents. He was then never charged with that crime. 
The basis of the two great political parties has ever since been, 
adherence or opposition to the Administration, without regard 
to former distinctions. Sir, we are opposed to the Administra- 
tion, not because they are wanting in Federalism, as common. 
ly underateod, but because of their ultra-Federalism, if there is 
any meaning in the term. What is Federalism? jis great fea- 
tures have been supposed to bea disposition to strengthen and 
increase the power of the Federal Government, and the patro- 
nage and authority of the Executive. 

Nir, who are those men who are zo shocked at what they call 
Federalism? By whom is the charge of Federalism made upon 
the Opposition? By ultra-Federalista! By men who have dri. 
ven Federaliam up to the hud; men whose extravagance in 
doctrines and in practice have startled old-fashioned Federal. 
its. The Democratic Administration, so called, has been guilty 
of measures from which Hamilton and the elder Adams would 
have shrunk; assumptions of Executive authority, of which 
the imaginations of the early Federalists never conceived. I 
say, Mr. Chairman, that the last 
present, which thinks it glory enough to tread in the footsteps 
of the last, are in doctrine and practice ultra Federal. 


successors, and established as part of the Executive power, 
then the Constitution has been practically changed; and unless 
the Government shall tread back its steps, the Executive power 
in this Republic will be a thing entirely different from that 
which was intended by the framers of the Constitution. Tho 
President will be no President of the 
Constitution, but an unlimited sovereign. The original 
ferms of the Republic may be Preserved, as they were in 
Rome, Jong after Rome had lost its freedom, and was ruled 
by an imperial despot. The forms may survive, but the 
soul of freedom will have departed—our liberties will be gone. 
The supreme law will be the Executive will. The President, 
instead of respecting the will of the people, as expressed 
throagh an independent House of Representatives, will direct 
and-control that will until Congress shall become the mere eche 
of his own will. Like his great predecessor—the hero of the 
Hermitage—the President will put down his foot, or bring his 
cane down, and swear that a measure to which he ig opposed — 
ho matter by what majorities it may have passed in Congress— 
shall never ecomealaw. While pretending reverence for the 
popular will, and listening to popular shouts, he will disre- 

trample upon the will of the people, as eonatity. 
tionally expressed, if inconsistent with his own; and while 
ruling that which in mockery may still be called a Republic, 
he uy be, to all intents and purposes, an absalute, unlimited s0- 
vereign, 

An honorable member from Virginia (Mr. Banxs] has this 
morning lamented the want of decorum in debate, and the free 
manner in which gentlemen remark here upon our rulers, Sir, 
Ishall speak with decorum, but I shallalao speak with firmness 
and with freedom. If for this the dogs of slander are to be let 

upon us —if false and injurious statements are to be circu- 
lated through the country, we must submit. . But if this isto be. 
the price at which men muat serve their country here, I 
know not how long you will beable to induce those who have 
a nee family, and a character dear to them, to take seats on 
oor. K 

How is it that this change in our Government has been 
brought about? How is it that the people have so long up- 
held an Administration which has usurped such power? It 
has been done by force of that party organization, that tho- 
rough system of party tactics, established under the late mili. 
tary President. And now what an outcry is made beeause 
the Opposition are taking measures to give efficiency to their 
efforts, as the only successful means of counteracting a com- 
bination of men who are as thoroughly drilled and disciplined 
as a Prussian army! We do this to resist the power ofa 
new despot—-I mean the despotism of party spirit extending 
oe the country, wielded and directed by Executive 
wi 


Ihave said thata change had been effected, practically, in 

Government. Sir, what was the President ofthe United 

fates intended to be? A Chief Magistrate, the bounds of whose 
aathority are preseribed in the Constitution and laws. 

But look at the conduct of this officer. Look at the course of 
the late President, whom our present Chief Magistrate professes 
totake as his model: it is all one “Administration. Look at his 
interference with the rightsof Congress. Consider bis atten) pts 
w destroy the weight and influence of the Senate asa co ordi- 
hate branch ef Congress. With all his pretended respect for 
and submission to the will of the people, consider his free and 
insulting remarke upon proceedings and debates in the House of 

ntatives of the people. Look at his refusal to answer 
interrogatories put to him by the grand inquest of this nation, 
through their committee. Lookat his directions to his subor- 
inate officers, on the same occasion, to disregard the authority 
of this House, in effect. Then hear him justify the whole by 
asserting that great political Peres that he is himself the direct 
Representative of the people, and answerable for his acts to 
malone. And consider the inference he draws, that, let 
him do what he will, and say what he will, ifthe People elect 
him a second time, they put the seal of their approbation on 
allhisacts andal} his opinions, and that, therefore, they are 
hot the legitimate subjects for legislative examination. Is not 
thisenough? But thie isnot all. To crown all. comes the doc- 
trine of Executive unity. He and all Executi ve officere, through- 
out the country, area unit. He, and he alone, is reaponsible 
for all their acta, and therefore he may remove them at plea- 
sure. He is their head, and to him alone are they responsible, 
aud he is responsible to the - peopleonly. Above alt, consider 
his abuse of the veto power—a power conferred by the Consti- 
tution for the purpose of checking hasty legislation on great 
emergencies. ż 
What more is wanting to a complete despotism—to}make as 
sbectate a monarch as ever existe » but the power to construe 
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` advert to the seizure of the public treasures, in direct violation 


. dented manner in which it has been exercised is utterly incon- 


; that in England such a use of the veto would be submitted to? 


| should attempt it, she would very speedily discover her error. 
» Should the British Parliament pass a bill, for example, to re- 
: charter the Bank of England, do you believe the Queen would 
| dareto put her vetoonthe act? ‘lhe Minister who should ad- 


| purity. 
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Freedom of Elections—Mr. Randolph. 


the Constitution as he may think proper, without regard to JU- 
dicial decision, the practice of Congress, or the acquiesc: nce Of 
the country? And even this he assumed! I say that these pri®- 
ciples goto destroy all free Government. I repeat, sir, that 
if they are to be established and continued, the country h&s 
undergone a civil revolution, and that we no longer live unde? 
a limited Government. And what hare we not seen as the 1€- 
gitimate consequence of these assumptions of power? Need I 


ple. Itshould be canvassed, not in this House, but out of it; 
and, in my judgment, it betrays a want of good taste, no less than 
of legislative decorum, to drag in here and bandy- about the 
name of a distinguished man, who has rendered great- public 
servi-es to the country, merely because it has- pleased his fel- 
low-citizens to put him in nomination as a candidate for the 
Chief Magistracy. Sir, the people have nominated him. To 
the people I cheerfully leave the result. i 


menean 
SPEECH OF MR. RANDOLPH, 


OF NEW JERSEY. a ; 
In the House of Representatives, Janugry 9, 1848—On the 
New Jersey contested akon j 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of S. Carolina, having moved t 

Resolved, 'Thatall papers or other testimony jf possession 
of or within the control of this House, in relat:oh to the late 
election in New Jersey for Representatives in the£6th’ Congress 
of the United States, be referred to the Committée of Elections, 
with instructions to inquire and report who are entitléd to 
occupy, as members ofthis House, the five coatested seats from 
that State, 3 3 

Resolved, That a copy ofthis resolution be served on Jobn B, 
Aycrigg, John P. B. Maxwell, Wm. Halsted, Chas. C. Strat- 
ton, Thos. Jones Yorke, Peter D. Vroom, Philemon Dickerson, 
Wm. R. Cooper, Dan. B. Ryall, and Joseph Kille, all citi- 
zens of New Jersey, claiming tobe Representatives from that 
State in this Congress; and that the servive be made upon each 
Fentiemen personally, or by leaving a copy at his usual resi- 

ence, 

And the amendments to this resolution, offered by Mr. BELL 
and Mr. RANDOLPH, being under consideration, and Mr Borrs 
having concluded his remarks— 

Mr RANDOLPH obtained the floor, and said that he had 
hoped the present discussion might have been avoided, hut as 
the whole subject has heen re-apened, and the ex parte affi- 
davits and certificates again spread before the House and the 
country, in order to prevent the misapprehension that might 
arise therefrom, he would embrace the present opportunity to 
defend the course pursued by his colleagues and the constitu- 
ted authorities of New Jersey. 

He regretted extremely to trespass again on the time of 
the House, after the patient and flattering attention they had 
paid to his remarks on a former occasion; but gentlemen wha 
manifested same uneasiness now must recollect that it wag 
their own act that placed him inthe situation he now occupied, 
and deprived New Jersey of the right of being heard by those 
who were much more abie than himself to maintain her cause, 
Though frequently compelled to take the floor, he had, indeed, 
occupied the time of the House a much sherter period than 
some other gentlemen he could name. ? 

The New Jersey election of 1888 was conducted with great 
spirit; much excitement prevailed, andthe result was still un- 
settled. His colleagues, however, came here, as he had uni- 
formly stated in this House, though sometimes misunderstood 
or misrepresented, with the regular commission, claiming to 
havea majority of the votes legally received and returned, and 
also a majority of the legal votes themselves; whilst their oppo- 
nents claimed to have a majority ofall the votes taken, whether 
legally received and returned or otherwise. As some dissatis- 
faction prevailed in the State, and as his colleagues, though 
satisfied themselves with the correctness of the position which’ 
they occupied, felt perfectly willing to refer the settlement of 
the disputed election to that peopie whom it was said they 
would misrepresent, they magnanimously, onthe 4th of March, 
1839, the first day of their official existence, when, so far as the 
elections had then progressed, no one doubted but their political 
friends would have a decided majority inthe present House, 
Proposed to their opponents that both parties should yield up 
their claims, and submit the whole matter to the decision of the’ 
people. ‘To this reasonable proposition the gentlemen declined ` 
to accede, as would appear hy the correspondence. (Thé-cor- 
respondence was then read.) “The reasons assigned for refusing 
the proposition were doubtless satisfactory to the gentlemen who 
gave them; whether they would be so to the House and the 
country would be for others to determine. He had heard of 
other reasons—the new election law and the fear of legislative : 
interference; but the Legislature had adjourned, and the elec. 
tion law had not changed, but only thrown additional safeguards 
around the elective franchize, so as the more effectually to pre. 
vent the reception ofalien and illegal votes. ` 

Finding that the matter could not be tried by the people, and . 
the House and the country-relieved from the loss of time and 
expense of any investigation, and having moreover been noti. 
fied in the correspondence by the gentlemen now contesting that - 
they should “contest your [iheir] right to seats”—not tdkethem . 
in the first instance—they deemed it right and ‘just to all - 
parties, and to the country, togive every facility toa full ‘and * 
fair investigation, with as little delay and expense as “possible; ° 
they accordingly determined to have the evidence taken, and 
be prepared, immediately on ihe organization of the House, to 
have the whole subject committed and disposed of as soon ag 
circumsiances would permit. They gave notice to their ‘Oppo. 
nents of the taking of testimony in’ varioug parts of the Bate, 
but he regretted to say that the gentlemen declined to pay any 
attention to the notices or to the taking of the evidence; on the 
contrary, he had been informed that some of their Political . 
friends had invariably attended and obs:ructed the proceedings; 
and, in some instances, by representations and threats of pro- ' 
secation, induced witnesses to retire without being sworn, and, °: 
in others, putting an entire stop to the Proceedings. It was, how- 
ever, in candor due to the gentlemen, to state that there waa 
in New Jersey no law regulating the taking of testimony in 
cases of conteste:t elections, except the one passed since this 
election occurred; and although that was doubtless intended 
to meet ail cases, yet, probaly, ona fair construction. it would 
not be found to he retrospective; bat it’ was understood to’ be the 
law of this House that when evideace was taken, upon due 
notice, before a State officer authorized to a.minister oatha, it 
Was competent and would be received; and, whether the statute 
in question applied to the case oy not, its provisions’ afforded a 
Teasonable rule of practice, and, pursuant’ thereto, some 
evidence had been takenand transmitted to the Speaker, as ha 
had stated a few days since, when the question of referring the 
South Amboy testiinony was before ihe House. ; : 

The conduct, then, Afr. Speaker, of the gentlemen bolding 
commissions, has been fair. and honorable, alike becominz 
themselves and ofthe State they represent. Of their oppunenra. 
perhaps it did not become him to speak; they doubtless ha 
satisfactory reasons for the course they had pursued, He 
would remark, however, that he entertained pe unkind feelings 

oo: So Se OE 


ay 


of law? tothe arbitrary dismission of an officer who was to? 
honest to approve or to aid in that measure? Need I advert to 
the proscription of men for political opinion, and their remo- 
vat from office on this groundalone? to a tyranny which can en- 
dure no free opinion? My colleague says that this has not been 
done to any great extent, and that the great fanlt of their chief, 
in the opinion of many, is the mildness and lenity which he has 
exercised. Indeed! Sir, Ido not know to what part of the 
country my colleague alludes. It cannot be to our own State, 
for Ido not there know a single man who 13 known to be hostile 
to the Administration left in any office over which the Genera] 
Government has a control. . 

One word further, sir, as to the veto power. I know it isa 
familiar topic, but itis one of the most important that has arisen 
since the formation of the Government, because the unprece- 


> follewing: 


sistent witha free representative Government. The late Presi- 
dent brought so much of the military character into civil office, 
that he could hear of no resistance to his will. Do you believe 


Never. Even if the young Queen Victoria, in all the fresh- 
ness of a nation’s attachment to a youthful female sovereign, 


vise such an act would not keep his place an hour. The right 
ìs recognised in the British Constitution, but it is unknown in 
practice. The exercise of this power, as an ordinary act. on 
the grounds of expediency merely, and because the President 
differs in opinion from the majority of both branches of Con- 
gress, is opposition to the will of the people. A reform in this 
Tespect is essential to the preservation of our Constitution in its 


Now, sir, all those assumptions, this arbitrary claim and ex- 
ercise of authority, on the part of the Executive, is justified, is 
approved by my colleague, and yet he is shocked with the Fede- 
ralism of the Opposition. 

The dominant party came into power by the cry of Reform ! 
Reform ! when no reform was necessary. It wasa mere pre- 
tence; but it served the end, and brought President Jackson 
into power. And whatdidhe do? He promised reform, but 
what reform did he effect, or pretend to make? What change 
did he produce for the better? He did not even make an at- 
tempt at referm, but introduced or increased every evil against 
which the leaders of the party had made such an outcry, T 

He said that there ought to be but one Presidential term, yet 
he consented to be chosen a second time; and it has been sup- 
posedthata third nomination would not have been unaccepta- 

le to him, and that he would have been willing to serve hiscoun. 
try another term. He exclaimed against appointing membersef 
Congress to office, yet he made more such appointments than 
all his predecessors had done; and his successor knows well 
how to reward those for their party services in Congress who 
have received marks of the disapprobation of the people. He 
was very indignant at the interference of office holders in elec- 
tions, and yet, under his Administration, office holders were the 
most active and zealous electioneerers the country contained. 
He denoun:ed it as a great public grievance that appointments 
shouldbe made from any other motives than the Public good; 
but what appointinents did he make except as a reward for par- 
ty services, and to promote party objects? Again, he wag op; 
posed to removing men from office for opinion’s sake, and yet 
he had searcely taken his seat before Proscription lists were 
formed, and men were removed for a word—for a look! How 
much of this was done iu Mr. Adams’s time? Had he removed 
men who were his opponents, and filled their places with hia 
friends? In the exercise of his official patronage, had he taken 
into consideration his own re-election, have you any doubt of 
hia success? But I hold it to be hia glory that he refused to do 
any such thing. 

Mr. Chairman, how are things changed! At this day, not 
only are office holders permitted tointerfere in elections—it is 
expected of them. It has been declared to be their duty, ina 
pernicious report made at the last session of Congress, in the 
other branch, They would be reformed out of affice if they 
declined this service. Men of the highest officesin New Eng- 
land may be seen travelling every where, going forth on mis- 
sions as itinerant political preachers. It is true, they do not 
meet with much success—we have not heard of many conver- 
sions in Connecticut or Rhode Islaiid. But, to the disgrace of 
the Government, important offices are made a sinecure, and 
those who receive the emolument are wanderiug about, lectur- 
ing forthe Administration wherever they can draw an audi- 
encé. Such men are among the most mischievous in the com- 
munity, and the practice is one of the greatest and most alarm: | 
ing evils. Itahould be checked; and 1 am glad that my friend 
from Tennessee [Mr. BELL] has so ably presented the subject 
before the consideration of this House and the country. 


The gross interference of office holders with elections is un- 
deniable. Who does not know that their motto is, “The Pre-: 
sident expects every man to do his duty?” that is, to do all he 
can to secure the party in power. Were it not beneath the dig- 
nity of this debate, I might refer to a letter from the postmaster 
ofone of the most important pffices in Massachusetts, which 
has recently excited attention even here, written to an officer of 
a neighboring town, exhorting him to have every man taxed 
upon whose vote he can rely, and authorizing him, if money is 
wanted for the payment of the taxes, to call on him! What a 
spectacle is this for a people once free! How have we fallen! 
The time has been when conduct like this would have excited 
universal indignation. Yet such interference with elections 1s 
tolerated; nay, sir, I fear it is required! : 

In conclusion, I observe that reform is now needéd ih alt the 
Particulars fa which the party in power called for it when it 
was not necessary. The evils now exist. I hope reform will ° 
come. Ido not undertake to prophesy. Eexpress my earnest 
hope. Ihave spoken ef the principles and the official conduct 
of the party in power. Tam not going to say a word as to the . 
character or relative merits of the candidates for the Presidency; , 
that is a question which should not be debated here; it belongs 
to the people, to the whole people, and to nothing but the peo- 
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towards any of them, with some he had been intimate for 
oate-—for all, personally, he entertained a high respect; and, 
d they come forward in the usual way that seats in this House 
are contested, it would have been his pride and his pleasure to 
have exten:ied to them, ou this floor, as he had otherwise, cvery 
courtesy end every facility in his power; bnt when they per- 
mitted themselves to be placed in & position to deny the validity 
ofthe proceedings had by theconstituted authorities of the New 
Jersey, and the efficacy of her laws, it was no: to be expected 
that he could do any act that might seem to sanction sucha 


proceeding. N 

Thé Constitution (Mr. R. said) had wisely leit żo the States 
the power of regulating “the times, pluces, and manner of 
holding electiona,” as well as that of designating the qualifica- 
tions of electora. These, powers covered the whole subject, 
raatisr of electione feom the first nomination until after the 
House was organized, and had, in the usual way, executed its 
power of judging of “the elections, returns, and qualifications 
ofits members’’—not of persone merely claiming to be such, or 
contesting the rights of others, but of such only as were, in fact, 
members, in their seats, and so recognised by the House. It 
waaby virtue of the State lawsenacted under this power, that 
every return, from that of the smallest precinct to that ofthe 
State Executive, was made. The State law then being para- 
mount, createsthe rule by which :he returns and the returning 
officers of the New Jersey election are to bejudged; and whether 
those laws be wise or unwise, technical or otherwise, was for 
the people of New Jersey and not for this House to determine. 
Tue Legislature of that State had enacted many provisions to 
préserve the purity ofthe ballot-box andthe correctness of the 
yeturns: none but free white male citizens, whohad resided 
in the country a year and paid tax, were entitled to vote; the 
election must be held ata designated time aad place in eaeh 
township, by three persons regularly ‘chosen at town meeting 
and qualified, or, in case of a vacancy, by a majority of the legal 
voters present, at 10 0’clock on the first day of the election, a | 
certificate of which must be filed with the clerk of the county ; 
within three days; and the reault of the election in each town- | 
ship made outin due form under the hands andseals ofa judge ; 
and two inspectors (all of whom are, in fact, judges) duly 
chosen ani qualified, must be filed in the clerk’s office by 5 
o'clock on Saturday afier the election. Frauds (Mr. R. said) 
had been committed, and alien and illegal votes received in 
* various townships throughout the State; the names of two 

hundred and forty-four illegal votes, cast for the contestants, 
had already been ascertained, ag he understood from his col- 
leagues, and were now in their possession: this was more than 
enough to elect all ofthem. In South Amboy a vacancy occur 
red in consequence of one of the judges of election being a can- 
didate forthe Assembly. The following affidavit will state how 
shat vacancy was filled: è 
Mate of New Jersey, Middlesex County, ss. 

Be it remembered that, on this twenty-second day of October, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
eight, before me the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace 
in and for said county, personally appeared Charles Fish, John 
Seward, Tnomas Appelaet, June Cheney, Thomas Delaney, 
Jasper Bmith, John Fry, Dana Nichols, Thomas Blydenburgh, 
George Jolly, Jacob Burlow, William Gise, John Joily, Gilbert 
Disborough, who, being each duly sworn according tolaw, on 
their oaths say that they were present at the place a pointed for 
holding the election, and where the same was held, in the 
township of South Amboy, in the said county of Middlesex, on 
the second Tuesday of October instant, before the hour of ten 
o’clock in the forenoon; than when the hourof ten arrived, at 
which the poll should be opened for the reception of voters, it 
appearot that Clarkson Browne (one of the individuals pre 
viously selected for assessor of said township, and therefore 
one of the inspectors of the election) was a candidate for the 
General Assembly, and therefore was disqualified for acting as 
such inspector; and it being necessary to choose some other 

rson to rerve in his stead, it was proposed to hold an election 
for the purpose of choosing an inspector in the stead of the 
said Clarkson Browne; and, after getting the remaining officera 
of theelection to proceed to such elecuon, proclamation was 
made by Nathanial Hilyer, the Judge of election, to receive 
nominations, when James M. Ware, Vanliew Gordon, and 
John B Appelget were nominated; the voters present wera 
then directed that all that were for John B. appelget should go 
to the south, and forthe other two candidates, one to the east and 
the other to the west, and, upon dividing off, it appeared that 
John B. Appleget had seventeen votes, and James M. Warne 
and Vanliew Gordon had together three votes, and the said 
John B, Appelget was accordingly duly elected inspector by a 
large majority of the votes of the people present entitled to vote; 
out the officer of the election, although repeatedly called on, 
refused to announce the result and consider the said John B. 
Appelgetas elected, but withdrew into the house, and held a 
consultation, and withdrew the name of Gordon from being a 
candidate, and, afier some time had elapsed, put the question 
again for the choice of an inspector between Warne and Appel- 
get, andatthe second running off Appelget had againa large 
majority, but the judge wouldnot announce the result, nor did 
he do so until after delaying a long time, and until there arrived 
sufficient votes to give Warne a majority, and then declared 
that Warne was elected, and held the election before said 
Warne as oneof the officers of the election, contrary to all 
justice and right, when the said John B, Appelget was duly 
elected by a large majority,and ought to have been allowed a 
seat at the board ae one of the inspectors of the said eleciion, . 


aad further say not. 
CHARLES FISH, 
JOHN SEWARD. 


THOS. DELANEY, his : 
JASPER SMITH, 7 mark 
JOHN FRY, hiex mark. 


Sworn and aibei before me, the day and the year above 


writen. JACOB. B. GADDIS, 
Justice of the Peace, 
; rit fully sustained b 

The facta disclosed by hie afidavit were fu'y mina O7 | 
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the evidence taken on notice which had been read. The first 
Witness specified the transaction as follows: 
State of New Jersey, Middlesex Gounty, 83. 

John Seward,a witness produced on the part of the said 
John B. Aycrigg, John P. B. Maxwell, William Halsted, 
Charles C. Stretton and Thomas Jones York, and being by me 
duly cautioned and sworn to tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, did depose and say that he was present 
on the morning of the election held at the House of Clarkson 
Browne, in the township of South Amboy, onthe ninth day of 
October, 1838, before and at the opening of the poll; that Clark- 
son Browne, one of the candidates for the Legislature, was at 
that time the assessor of the said township of South Amboy; it 
was mentioned that, inasmuch as the said Clarkson Browne was 
disqualified from acting a3 one ofthe inspectors of the election, 
it was necessary to choose another peron in his piace. Pro- 
clamation was then made by Nathaniel Hilyer, judge of the 
election, that there were three condidates nominated and that 
such persons who were in favor of James M. Warne should 
go to the west; John B. Appelget, to the south; and Jaques Van- 
liew Gorden, to the east: they did s0; the deponent was satisfied 
at that time that John B. Appelget had a large majority over 
both the other candidates. John B. Appelget had as many as 
seventeen, and the other two candidates together had not more 
than eight or nine. Mr. Hilyer, the judge of the election, then 
announced that, Appelget had a majority. The people then 
dispersed; then, aftera delay of fifteen or twenty minutes, the 
judge came outon the stoop, and anvonnced that they wouldthen 
run James M. Warne and John B. Appelget without Jaques 
V. Gordon. The judge then directed thatall those who were 
in favor of James M. Warne should goin one direction, and 
all those in favor of John B. Appelget togo in another direction. 
They did so. The judge again then announced that John B. 
Appelget had a majority. The judge then reversed their 
stations; when a pause ensued, before he announced the re- 


gult, for some minutes, during which time a number of persons | 


came from the mill anda wagon drove up with voters, which 
then gavea majority in favor of Warne. Warne was then 
declared by the judge to be elected inspector of the election. 
The poll was opened, and they proceeded to take in votes. 
From thetime it was first announced that an election would 


take place up to the time that Warne was declared elected, , 
deponent thinks was about halfa@hour. Wr. Warne and Mr. | 


Gordon belonged tothe Administration party, Mr. Appelget : 


belonged to the Whig party: deponent knows they belonged to 
the parties aforesaid, from what he has heard them say. 
Deponent was present at the election pretty much all day. 
Deponent is acquainted with nearly all the foreigners that reside 
in the township of South Amboy; and those with whom he is 
acquiainted, except three, belong to the Administration party, 
and, from what he has heard them say, ke has no doubt but 
they voted that ticket. JOHN SEWARD. 

Sworn and subscribed, this 14th day of November, before me. 

JOHN PERRINE, Jr. 

After the election board had been constituted in the manner 
disclosed by the evidence, little attention seems to have been 

id to the qualification of voters, as would appear by the 
following affidavits, which were also fully sustained by the 
evidence taken on notice: 

Stateof New Joey: Middlesex County, as: 

Be it remembered that, on thistwenty-third ay of October, in 
the year of our Lord one thoueand eight hun ed and thirty- 
eight, befere me, the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace 
in and forsaid county of Middlesex, John B. Appelget, being 
duly sworn on his oath, saith, that he was present during the 
election 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, the ninth and tenth days of Octo- 
ber instant, in the township of South Amboy, county of Middle- 
sex, and thathe saw twenty persons being aliens vote at said 
election. When they presented themselves they were chal- 
lenged, and did not produce any thing but: certificates of their 
intention to become citizens, and yet the judges of the election 
admitted them to vote without producing any evidence of their 
being citizens. The names of the persons who thus voted are: 
Samuel Whatson, Martin Harney, James McComb, James 


Conologue, Patrick Murphy, Robert Smith, John O’Neal, Frans- 


cis Dale, Hugh Canolouge, Barney Malone, Solomen Hustin, 
John Curley, Peter Bulger, James Casley, James Riley, James 
Rourke, Malachi Good, Coley McDunner, John McCorley, and 
John Ferguson. And this deponent further says that Hugh 
Campbell, a foreigner by birth, presented himself to vote, and 
he, this deponent, challenged his vote, and demanded the evi- 
dence of his naturalization; but the judgesof the election, not- 
withstanding, permitted him to vote without producing either 
the certificate of his intention to become a citizen, of the certifi- 
cate of his naturalization. And this deponent further says 
that he saw and was present when Robert Greenlief presented 
himself to vote, and, being challenged, admitted before the 
judges that he had only moved his family into the county of 
Mi dlesex a few days before the first day of April last paet, 
and yet the judges admitted the said Robert Greenlief to vote; 
and further saith not. JOHN B. APPELGET. 

Swern and subscribed, the day and year first above written, 
before me. OHN PERRINE, Jr. 
Justice of the Peace. 
State of New Jersey, Middlesex County, ss: 

Be it remembered that, on this twenty-third day of October, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
eight, before me, the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace 
in and for said county of Middlesex, personally appeared Oha- 
diah Herbert, who, being duly sworn, on his oath saith that he 
was present during the recent election in South Amboy, Middle- 
sex county, and saw from fifteen to twenty foreigners vote at said 
election; that the judges of the election were informed 
by this deponent that the certificate which they pro- 
duced, being the certificate of their intention to be- 
come Citizens, was not the legal certificate of their being 
citizens, and did not entitle them to vote, yet the judges admit- 
ted them to vote; and that he saw a foreigner vote at said elec- 
tion, by permission of the judges, without producing either a 
certificate of hie intention to become, or a certificate of his 
being, a citizen ofthe United States. And 


Subscribed and sworn to, the day 


ten, before me. 

res Justice of the Peace. 
Yet, said Mr. R. hotwithsianding these illegal and alien 

votes, and the fraudulent manner of choosing the inspector, the 

entire vote of South Amboy, aliens and all, would have been 

counted, if the.return had accordiug to law. No evidence 

of the election of James M. Warne, as Inspector, was ever 


further saith not. 

OB’H HERBERT. 

and year first above writ- 
JOHN PERRINE, Jr. 


, 


for members of Congress and of the State Legislature- 


\ 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Jan. 1840. 
H, of Reps. 


filed with the Clerk of the county, as the Jaw requ res. The 
return came to the Clerk under the hands and seals of two 
persons only whom he officially knew to be authorized tohold 
the election, and of a third, the evidence of whose power to act 
had not been filed according tolaw. Itis idle, sir, to say this 
is a technichality, or that a majority may act—the law declares 
otherwise: and it should be borne in mind that that very 
minority might be the means of preserving the purity and the 
sanctity of the ballot box; and so thought the Legislature; for, 
although the act of 1787 authorized the yudge and inspectors, 
or a majority of them, “to make the retum,” the actin force 
in 1838 requires that the “judge and inspectors” only shail 
make the return, leaving off the phrase “or a majority of them.” 
The Clerk had been informed of the fraud and illegal vetes; and 
although he may not have judged of the one, or investigated 
theother, yet surely they afforded no reason why he should 
receive an illegal return; but, on the contrary, an additional 
inducement why the requirements of the law should be Jooked 
to and exacted. To obtain the benefit of legal votes, they must 
be legally received and returned; but herethe Clerk was cen- 
sured because he refused to step over the law, and receive an 
illegal return of votes, of which a large number were aliens and 
disqualified persons. It really seemed to Mr. R. to be a plain 
case, and had it not such an important effect upon the result of 
the election, its correctness would never have been questioned. 
It had occurred before, along ago asin 1817, in the case of 
Nugent and Stockton vs. Reidand Pierson, in the New 
Jersey Legislature; the latter got their seats upon the same 
point; but as on investigation, there was no fraud or illegal votes, 
the former were admitted, without any pretence, sọ far, as he 
had ever heard, that the Clerk had done wrong. So well satis- 
fied, indeed, where the people of New Jersey with this pro- 
vision of the law, that it was suffered to remain with this 
settledconstruction, unrepealed, and without amendment, for 
more than twenty years. If, under the plea of a technicality, 
or the pretence of a hard case, the Clerk may reject or step 
over one provision of the statute, he may for the like reason 
reject another, or ever the whole statute. He would have thus 
thrown upon him a discretion as unwise as it would be danger- 
ous; and if he could reject any provision of the statute in order 
to receive an illegal return of illegal votes, he could do the same 
thing to rejectthe legal return of legal votes, and thus the 
result of an elaction would depend not upon the settled law of 
a State, and the will of her citizens, but upon the caprice or 
partisan feelings of the Clerks, and in this way would he effected 
the very state of things which gentlemen so much deprecate. 
No, sir; our only safety, the only stability of free Governmenta, 
must ever depend on a strict adherence to the Constitution and 
the laws; far better is it to suffer a temporary evil from the law, 
than to admita principle that must subvert the law itself. It 
appeared, by an endorsement on the South Amboy certificate, 
hat the Clerk of Middlesex had rejected the return from that 
township on Friday, the 12th of October, and he, (Mr. R.) ia 

asaing through New Brunswick on that or the succeeding day, 
had been informed thereof, not by the Clerk, for he had no re- 
collection of having seen him on that ocoasion, but as a fact then 
notorious. This was several days before the result of the elec- 
tion was known, and at a time when it Yas gonorally believed 
that the Administration ticket had succeeded by from three to 
five hundred majority. Mr. R. would say one word with re- 
gardto the Clerk. Heknewhim to be an upright and con- 
scientious, a high-minded and honorable man; an efficient and 
accurate efficer, and ofthat independence in judgment that no 
argument, of friend or foe, could have induced him to violate 
his duty, or do what he believed to be wrong. 

(The House having adjourned at this stage of the proceedings, 
and Mr. Ranpoupa having the floor on the following morning, 
he rose and stated that as many gentlemen had evinced a desiro 
en the previous evening to terminate the debate, and ashe had 
originally been in favor of diepensing with the further discus- 
sion of the subject, he would defer his remarks to a future time, 
if the question might be taken at once. Mr. CLIFFORD, of 
Maine, having objected to that course—] 

Mr. R. proceeded and said that the statute of New Jersey 
requires that the election officers of each township shall make 
out their return or “Hist,” and “sign, certify, seal up, direct, and 
transmit [it] to the clerk of the county,” “before five o’clock 
in the afternoon,” “on Saturday next after the day of election.” 
By the certificate which has been read from the Millville offi- 
cers, it appears that it was received by the county clerk “on 
Saturday, the thirteenth day of October, A. D. 1838, between 
the hours of tenand eleven o'clock in the afternoon.” It also 
appears, from the same paper, thatan inspector was elected to 
fill a vacancy, the certificato of whose election was not filed 
according to law. Either of these defects was sufficient to 
invalidate the cegtificate asa retur and of course as such 
it could not and was not received by the clerk. The difference 
of only five or six hours inthe time of receiving a certificate 
might seem a small matter to some; but if honorable gentle- 
men would look at the statute and the reagon of it, they would 
see its importance. Some time must be fixed within which the 
return must be made, er the election could neverbe Closed and 
the result be known; and if any period is fixed, then that time 
is imperative, else it is worse than useless to fix it. Ifyougive 
the clerk a diecretion to go beyond it an hour or a day, he may 
take a week or amonth, and become the arbitrary despot he 
has been sometimes represented But the statute has placed 
this matter beyond controversy by requiring that, after the 
clerk has received the returns, he shall “then,” at five o'clock, 
“in a public manner, {otviously thatthe public there assem- 
bled may be then informed,) proceed to make out his general 
list” of the votes of his county, “the same” to be tranamitted to 
the Governor. Of course, all township returns not then re- 
ceived cannot be included in the “general list; and this, said 
Mr. R. has been the universal understanding and practice in 
New Jersey. Probably not an election has occurred in thirty 
years when an express has not been sent from some county 
town to expeditethe tardy returnofa distant township, lest it 
should be lost in consequence of not getting in by five o’clock; 
and during that whole period scarcely an electoral and con- 

ressienal election has occurred but some one or all the can- 
Sidates havelosta township, or in some instances several town- 
ships, for this very reason. This was the point in the case of 
Boardand Lyduher vs. Colefax and Van Houten. In 1822, 
three townships in Burlington county were losi; in 1828, one of 
the Adame electors lost the votes of 2 township becaure it wes 
not received in time, though the clerk certified to the error, and 
the correction of it; and in 1836 the township of Montgomery 
was lost upon the same ground. But the objection to the vote 
of Millville, as wellas to that of South Amboy, does not rest 
merely on the illegality of the return; if so, there would po 
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bably aever have boen a contest further than the appearance of 
the gentlemen holding the commissiona forthe purpose of sur- 
rendering them to the House. 

The law, said Mr. R. defining the elective franchise in New 
Jersey was too plain to be mistaken; it declares that “no person 
shall vote, unless such person be a free white “maie cifisen of 
this State, of the ace of twenty-one years, “who shall have paid 
atax, and katk resided in the counly “where he claims a 
vele forat leastone year immediately proceeding the elec. 
tion.” Yet notwithstanding the plainness of this act, and the 
still more explicit preamble to the act of 1807, the election offi- 
cers of Millviile gravely decided that aliens had a right to vote. 
The uageof the preamble to the acı of 1807, which first 
defined the qualifications of voters in the very language of the 
act in force in 1838, was remarkable. It ready thus: 

“Whereas doubts have been raised, and great diversities of 
practice obtained throughout the State in regard to the admis- 
sion of aliens, females, and persons of colder, or negroes to 
vote in elections, as also in regard to the mode of ascertaining 
` the qualifications of voters in respect to estate; and whereas 
it is highly necessary tothe safety, quiet, good order, and dig- 
nity of the State to clear up the said doubts by anact of the 
Representatives of the people, declaratory of the true sense and 
meaning of the Conatitution, and to ensure its just execution in 
these particulars, according to the intent of the framers thereof: 
Therefore, be it enacted,” $c. 

Clear and explicit as were the provisions of the law, settled 
without a diseenting voice from lawyer or politician for more 
than thirty years, as it has been, yet etrange to say, on the morn- 
ing of October 9, 1838, a new light was shed over the State of 
New Jersey, and the election officers of Millville, South Amboy, 
and various other townships throughout the State. as it were 
by preconcert, decided that aliens had aright to vote, and they 
received their votes accordingly, at they had a large number of 
votes from non-residents and other disqualified pereons. 

The citizens of New Jersey, sir, feel perfectly competent to 
decide their own electi ns without the aid of aliens, and history 
will reprobate the conduct of that man or that party who calls 
in their assistance to decide the balance of political power. 

_ But to the township of Millville. The sSclaion of the ele 
tion officers led to some strange results, as would appear from 
the facts elicited on the Cumberland investigation before the 

ature. He would read a paragraph or two: 
age S.—Q. Did a majority of the judges and inspectora de- 
clare that they would receive the votes of aliens, ifthey were 
inhabitants of the township, and had paid a tax, or words to 
that effect? — 

A. They did, if they had resided inthe countya year; I did 
not hear any thing said about paying a tax. 

Q. Will you state how many aliens voted after that? 

A.‘T believe there was twenty- ight. 

Page 2).—Aloys Abendschoen sworn: 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. in Germany; I havenever been naturalized; 1 voted a; 
the last election in Millville township. 

Page 22.— Wm. Keltenback, jr. sworn: 

Q. Where were you born? - 

A. I was born in Germany. I have never been naturalized. 
T voted at the last election held in Millville. : 

Page 24.— Nicholas Buckage sworn: 
Where were you born? 

A. I wasbornin France. Ihave never been naturalized, I 
voted at the last election in Millville. 

Page 25.— Daniel Garrett sworn: 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. I was born in Germany. F have not been naturalized. 
I voted at the Tast election. Ben. Jory gave me the ticket. 
tiever heard of sucha man as Jackson nor of Martin Van 

uren. 


Page29.— Peter. Snyder sworn: 

Q. Where was you born? : 

A. Ia France. I voted at the last electionin Millville. I 
have not been naturalized. 1 don’t remember any of the 
names— “gold and silver I know—the paper I knows him nor’ 
—I was born where the gold and silver was, and I still like it 
the best. I voted that ticket because I wanted a bank to bring 
more gold andsilver—the ticket I voted was called. some kind 
of a “crat” ticket—I don’t know what kind ofa “crat.” 

Here, sir, is a specimen of the votes by which the majority of 
Cumberland county was controlled, and attempts. made to 
control the State—they are almost equal to Mr. Samuel Weller’s 
independent voters of Eatonville, only, as the New Jersey elec- 
tion was by ballet instead of vivra voce, it was not necessary 
that they should be pumped on to qualify them for the exercise 
of the elective franchise. 

At the last election aliens were not permitted to vote in 
Millville; and notwithstanding the most determined exertion, 
the vote few short forty-four votes, or one sixth of the entire 
‘vote—more than sufficient to have elected ane of his colleagues. 
He would add, also, that the South Amboy vote had diminished 
although a member of those who voted there last year have 
since been naturalized. aha 

Mr. R. would appeal, then, to gentlemen, if this was a case 
(if such a case can ever be) in which the clerk should have 
stretched the law and his power to have received the return? 
He thought not; the letter of the law, aa well as its spirit and 
the principles of right and justice, were against it, and against 
either the possession or the exercise ef any such discretion of 
the clerk. 

In thecaseof Moore ve. Letcher, Hocker, in violation of 
ław and hie duty, withheld the return of his county, because he 
alleged that there were illegal votes included in the return from 
another county in the district, and yet his conduct was not 
only justified by the then President, who, shorty after, appointed 
him toan important office, but by the acts and votes of ‘his 
political triends on this floor, amongst whom was Philemon 
Dickerson, one of the contestants. Will gentlemen then 
justify an officer in violating his duty and the law to keep out a 
legal return, because another return contains eome ‘votes 
against them, allezed to have been illegal, and then turn round 
and require other officers to violate the law and their duty in 
order to get in an illegal return covering a large number of 
mien and illegal votes in their favor? Are gentlemen prepared 

for t : 


The law of New Jersey requires that the clerks of the re- 
spective counties shall, on Saturday after the election, at 6 
o’clock, p. m. “made one general list ofall the candidates voted 
for as aforesaid, together with the number of votes received for 
each of them, and shall- transmit the eame” to the Governor 
within seven day thereafter. ‘Clie law is notso absurd, sir, as to 
require the clerk to include in-his “general list” allthe votes 
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received by each candidate, whether the election has been held 
or the return made according to law or not; but heis to include 
such votes only as are taken and returned according tolaw and 
by him “received for each candidate;?’ and “the same” genera! 
“iist? thus made out, nothing more and nothing less, is to be 
transmitted to the Governor. be ław neither requires nor 
authorizes any thing different, and certainly no morai obligation 
can go further and require an extra-official return of those 
townships which were not legally returned to him, especially 
when they covered frauds and illegal votes, which might be 
investigated by another tribunal; though not by him. And if 
such extra-official statement had been added, according to the 


| decision of the Governor and Council in 1828, it could not have 


been noticed in the final account. 
Mr. R. said it had been intimated that other townships were 


‘ as defective in their returns as were Milivilleand South Amboy, 
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end he had understood that the clerks who received and trans- 
mitted them had endeavored to get them back from the Go- 
vernor in order to have them stricken from their “general 


: fists,” although no frauds or illegal votes had been alleged in 


those townships. Whether either of these allegations was true, 
he knew not, but would leave them as he had heard them, with 
the single remark, which he wéuld in candor make, that he had 
heard that at some elections there had been cases where the 
clerks had stepped over the law, and received returns not 
made in exact accordance with the statue; but thoze, if there 
were such, being from townships where no frauds had occurred 
or illegal votes received, and where no objections had been 
made, formed no precedent for cases like Millville and South 
Amboy. The clerk must go according to law, without discre- 
tion; but if he ever chose to bend its provisions to receive the 
retnrn of legal votes, that surely constituted no precedent and 
no reason why he should do the same thing to receive the illegal 
The clerks of all the counties in the 
State transmitted their “general lists’? to the Governor within 
the time prescribed; that from Middlesex was made out in 
the usual form adopted in that county, and according to the 


|; form used by the clerk of Somerset in 1836, specifying the 
| different townships; the former writing opposite South Amboy. 


i 
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thus; “From this township no return according to law was 
received;”’ the latter stating opposite Montgomery, “no return,” 


| although a legal return was made and transmitted, and reached 
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the clerk after five o’clock. The “general list” from Cumber- 
land wasaccording to the uniform practice in that ccunty, 
giving the aggregate of votes for each candidate, without 
specifying townships. Either mode was according tu the 


| statute and the practice adoptedin different counties. 


We will now (said Mr. R.) look at the proceedings before 


|. the Governor and Council, premising that, even ifthe clerks 
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erred, which they did not; the decision of the Governor and 
Counci! was correct, unless they, instead of thìs Honse, had 
the jegal power to remedy the evil. This position is thus laid 
down in. Spaulding vs, Mead, page 163: 

“Suppose he (the returning officer) had refused all the votes 


i given for a candidate fin several counties, the Governor could 
'; not pay any attention to these votes, for his certificate must 


be founded ezclusive/y on the votes returned to him; he. 
would be obliged, theretore, to certify as duly elected the person 
having the highest number of such votes, although it might be 
proved that the suppressed votes, if counted, would have 
given the highest number to another candidate.” 

The law requires, sir, that— . 

“The Governor or person administering the Government of 
this State shall, within five days after receiving the said list, lay 
the same before a Privy Council, to be by him summoned for 
that purpose; and, after casting up the whole number of votes 
from the several counties foreach candidate, the said Governor or 
person administering the Governmentand Privy Council shall 
determine the six persons who have the greatest number of 
votes from the whole State for Representatives in the Congress 
of the United States from this State, which six persons the Go- 
vernor or person administering the Government shall forthwith 
commission, under the great seal of the State to represent this 
State in the House of Representatives of the United States 
during” the Congress for which they were elected. 

The Governor was authorized to select any three of the 
Legislative Council (or State Senate) tobe his Privy Council; 
he summoned the whole seventeen, and laid before them the 
“lists”? received from the seventeen county clerks. Ife deli- 
vered on that occasion the able opinion which has been pub- 
lished, and after a year’s reficeetion, in his recent message, 
which has been much misrepresented in this House and out of 
it, he states that, although “it would have been agreeable to his 
feelings could the necessity for action on his part have been dis- 
pensed with,” yet, he adds, “every review of the opinion ex. 
presssd at thot time has only confirmed me in the belief 
that the lawwas faithfully declared,” and the whole message 
was in accordance with that declaration, 

Two questions were raised, sir, before the Governor and 


Privy Council. The first was, that it was the duty of the : 


Governor, under the statute, to have sent expresses and got in 
the return of votes from Millville and South Amboy. That 
statute reads as: follows, viz. 

“If the certified lists of vates given for electors of President 
and Vice President, and of Representatives ofthis State in the 
Congress of the United States, shall not be received from the 
clerks of any of the counties ofthis State by the Governor, or 
person administering the Government within seven daye after 
the day prescribed by law for the casting up of the votes, 
making a list thereof, and certifying the same, by the clerks 
of the respective counties in this State, it shali be the du- 
ty of the Governor forthwith to send express to the clerk 
of the county or counties from which such certified lists of 
votes have not been received, and to procure the same.” 

The requirement of this clause in the statute is very plain 
and simple, and its object was to remedy an evil which are soin 
the first New Jersey contested case under the statute of 1787. 


get in the lists or returns from the different counties; he and his 
Council could only adjourn from day to day, and wait a reasona- 
ble time, as they did in that case; but owingto the neglect or 
misconduct of the returning officer, in the county of Easex, the 
votes of that county never got in or were counted; and this 
caused the contested election. For the township return, sir, the 
statute makes provision, by requiring its rejection if not sent in 
within the prescribed time; for.the county return, which was 
the only one the Governor could recognise, there was no 
remedy if it was not transmitted in time; the statute did not, 
like that of the township, rejectit, nor was any person empow- 
ered to get until this statute authorized the: Governor to send 
an express fo the clerk, and get the “general list? made out by 


clause, and the Governor had no power to į 
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him. Well, as in this case, all the ¿isi had been transmitted to 
the Governor in due time; there was nothing fcr which he 
could send; and, if he had sent, it musi be fo ‘he clerk who had 
already transmitted his list, and, of course, he could only get 
the same thing, The Governor hadno power to send beyond 
the clerk, or, even if he differed in judgment with him, to com- 

el him to alter his return or send a different list. The 

overnor, then, having no power to exercise under this law, 
of course exercised nore, 

Mr. R. said that, although there had been several cases in 
New Jersey where the cierk’s lists did not containall the votes 
ofallthe townships, yet there never was a case where the 
Governor had sent beyond the clerk, or had attempted to get 
any other returns than those gent him by the clerks; such an 
idea was never advanced til} the present case occurred. The 


i, cases before referred to, whith occurred in 1822, 1828, and 1836, 


all proved this. The latter was a remarkable case. Thie 
clerk of Somerset, a prominent supporter of the Administra- 


. tion, made out the “general list” of his county, leaving out the 


votes of Montgumery township because it was not returned 
before five o’clock. This township gave a majority for the 
distinguished gentleman acro-s the House, (Mr. GRANGER.) and 
the distinguished statesman of Ohio as well as for himself and . 
colleagues; and he was informed by one of the Privy Council 
who officiated ou that occasion, that he had distinctly raised the 
question under this statute, whether it was notthe duty of the 
Governor to send an express for the votes of the missing town: 
ship, and that the Governor examined the law, and decided 
that the statute did not apply, and that he had no power under 


|. itto send the express, and the Privy Council concurred in that 


i 


opinion, a majority of whom were the leading supporters 
of the Administration in New Jersey. That Governor, sir, who 
made that decision, was PHILEMON DICKERSON, now here _ 
claiming his seat. It is true, sir, circumstances have changed; 
Mr. Dickerson ceased to be Governor and became a candidate 
for Congress, and, in counting the returns, the same question 
had occurred, and the same decision which Governor D. had 
made against him (Mr. R.) and his colleagues was applied to 
Mr. D. and his associates, and now it is alleged to be erroneous 
and fraudulent! 

This point, however, (said Mr. R.) was considered so plain 
and self-evident that the honorable Senator, (Mr. Warr) who 
argued the matter before the Governor and Council, seems to 
have placed but Jittle or no reliance on it; he raised another 
question, and insisied that the Governor and Council should 
then receive the certificates of votes from Millville and South 
Amboy and count them—aliens andall. This the Governor 
and Council decidedthat they had no right to do; their duty 
was plainly andexplicitly stated in the statute—it_ was simply 
to“cast up” the yotes, and “delermine,” froin the “general 
lists” of the clerks, “who had the greatest number of votes in 
the whole State;” else the illegal return of an election held on a 
wrong day, by persons neither chosen nor sworn, and who 
received an indefinite number of illegal votes, might be re- 
ceived. No authority is given them or intended to be given 
them, by the statute, to go beyond those lists or procure other 
evidence. The Governor can receive nothing but what comes 
from the county clerk, and that only can he lay before the Privy 
Council, and from that only can they determine. They have 
no power to swear witnesses or to send toor beyond the clerk. 
If they had received the certificates and affidavits of the election 
officers of Millville and South Amboy to prove tha (Messrs. 
Dickerson and Co. were entitled to the additional namber of 
votes, then they must algo have received evidence of the frauds 
committed there, and of the mumber of alien and illegal votes, 
and thus usurp the power of this I¥ouse of judging of the 
“elections ef its members’*—a course in violation of all princi- 
ple, andcensured by this House as illegal in the case of Wing 
vs. Biddle. The Legislature itself, sir, had no power, nor did 
they ever intend or pretend 10 confer such authority on the 
Governor and Council. Three. only—all political partieans— 
may constitute the Privy Council; and shali they have such an 
enormous power conferred on theni? Never. The county 
clerks have. the. ower. in returning members to the 
Legislature thatthe Governor and Council have in returning 
Representatives inthis House; and shall they also be raised 
into the character of courts, to receive evidence here ask 
determine the question ofelection? How long, he would aa 
in these exciting party times, would the free institutions of the 
country endure under such a Jaw and such a construction? 
It was as destitute of precedent to sanction it as it was of princi- 
pletosupport it. The Governor and Council having deter- 
mined that himself (Mr. R.) and colleagues were elected, 
they were commissioned accordingly. That commission did 
not, itis true, state by what vote the person holding it was 
elected, nor did that of the Chief Justice, or of any other State 
officer—all of which he believed werein the same form; but it 
was conclusive, until the House,in the regular exercise of ita 
constitutional power, determined that others instead of his 
colleagues were entitled to their seats; it was the determination 
of a competent, constitutional tribunal—not a mere certificate 
of facts based uponbetter evidence; that eonstruction would 
bring us to the people themselves as the best evidence, and the ` 
sovereign people, instead of sending a return through their 
agents, must come up en masse to this House, and deciare 
who were their Representatives. ; : A 

Mr. Speaker, since I last had the honor of addressing myself 
to the members here, a change has come over tlie proceedings 
vf this House. The seat which you occupy has been filled; 
the desk beneath you, which was then held by a. mere locum 
tenens, who, according to his own decision, was powerless for 
good, but potent for evil, has been supplied with a permanent 
occupant, and the lucrative apppointment of printer; has, in 
effect, been made. New Jersey. sir, has heen disfranchised, and 
Ino longer rise here the proud Repreentative of a free people 
enjoying equal rights and equal laws with those of other States, 
but rather as the mere remnant thatis left to what was once my 
State. I feel deeply humiliated, sir, at my situation. The 
degradation of my State degrades all s.er sons, and if there isany 
degree of shame, ], sir, feel it the more sensibly, from the pro- 
minence of the position in which l have been placed. Sir, 
history will record the circumstances that led to the commis- 
sion of THE DEED, and there, sir, it will be learned that parties 
stood in this House 119 for the Administration; 123 with, and 
118 without my five colleagues, against U; that South Carolina 
held the balance of power in the twent -sixth, as she hadin the 
twenty-fifth Congress. And, sir, she held the balance on the 
question of Speaker, and, also, on the Jersey questicn;’ and al- 
though I impeach the motives ofnone, yet I did suppose, from 

her professed principles, that in her hands the State rights of 
New Jersey were sale, Sir, New Jersey, heirg the point on 


` 
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i wer of the Administration, if not its very existence, 
Senin, wes doomed to be sacrificed; and whilst gentlemen 
were making great professions for the people, in order to effect 
that sacrifice,a majority of this House determined that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Naytor,} with his §00 
majority, should not vote on a New Jersey question, when hia 
vote was essential to a decision of that vote in favor of New 
Jemey; although a majority of the House determined, shortly 
after, that he might vote even in his own case. 
but owe vote to be gained or lost, and political power depended 
not enthat; New Jersey had five votes, on which hung the 
power of the House, and New Jersey was rejected. I disagree 
with my honorable friend from Virginia [Mr. Botts} in ex- 
onerating the Clerk from all blame; he was butthe means, the 
instrument, itis true, by whom the wrong was effected, and 
without whom, I believe, it wouldnot have been done; yet as 


such I blame him, whilst I detractnot an iota of the responsi- . 


bility from the party and its chief, by whom the deed was done. 
Bir, one of the first actsjof the first of the Stuarts was an attempt 
to extend his prerogative over the returns to Parliament. The 
Chancellor, sir, the creature of his will, was the instrument on 
that occasion; but his audacity was rebuked by the House of 
Commons; and the same game was attempted, with more suc- 
ceas, by Oliver Cromwell, as the Protector of the dear people. 
And these, sir, are the illustrious precedents by which the re- 
turns from a State Executive have been disregarded, and the 
State disfranchisved. It is not a matter of surprise that the 
honorable member from Tennessee [Mr. JonNsoN] should be 
sick of this New Jersey question. Sir, E doubt not but he 
and his political friends will grow much worse before the 


Jersey question is done ringing in their ears, withthe knell of |: 


departed power. 


r. Speaker, Ihave been placed, in this controversy, in a 


Sir, his was ` 


delicate and responsible position. High and important duties | 
to my colleagues, my constituents and my country, have de- | 


volved upon me, and I have endeavored, sir, to perform them 
to the best of my ability, faithfully and honestly. Selected, sir, 
for the station now occupied, twice without my _solicitation— 
once after a positive declension—I have felt and acted on this 
as I trust I shall ever do on all other questions, fearlessly, inde- 
pendently; and as I neither expect nor desire again to be a can- 
didate for a seat on this floor, 1 feel no personal interest in this 


question other than should be felt by every Jerseyman and : 


every friend of his country. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


In Senate, April 3, 1840.—The bill makjfg fur- 
ther appropriations for the contiņuatión of the 
Cumberland Road in the States of Ohio, Indi- 
ana, and Illinois, then came up as the special 
order: 


g 


Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, wished to say a few, | 
and very few words on this bill, and to assign briefly | 


his reasons for the vote against it at this time, 
which he felt himselfcompelled to give. He had 
always believed, and still believed, in the existence 
of a power in the General Government to provide 


for the construction of works of internal improve- | 


ment; buthe had never thought it expedient to cre- 
ate a national debt in erder to provide the ways and 
means to construct them. It was only when it 
could be done without inconvenience to the Trea- 
sury, that he had been willing to concur in appro- 
priations to that object. Of late years, considering 
how much the States have done for themselves, and 
how much had been contribute? by the General 
Government, in aid of them, under the act dis- 
tributing the surplus revenue among them, he for 
one was willing to waive the exercise of the power 
in respect to canals and roads, especially if a law 
could be passed to distribute the nett proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands. That would supply 


a fand, in perpetuity, abundantly sufficient fer all 


desirable objects of internal improvement. 

Since President Jackson’s veto of the Maysville 
and Lexington Tornpike road, which in fact was 
but a section of one arm of the Cumberland road, 
the operation of the Constitution of the United 
States, as to the construction of artificial roads, has 
been suspended in all part of the United States, ex- 
cept in the three States of Indiana, Ohio, and Illi- 
nois. We have had, in effect, two Constitutions 
of the United States, one for those three States, and 
another for the rest of the Union. For I repeat, 
what I have before said, that the proposed appro- 
priations to the Cumberland road are wholly inde- 
fensible, bat upon the ground of the existence of a 
general power in the Constitution, authorizing 
words of internal improvement. And Iso under- 
$tand Senators, immediately interested in this bill, 
to maintain. It has been contended, indeed, that 
the United States, as a great land proprietor, has 
a power to open roads, with a view to the sale and 
enhancement of the value of their land; and so they 
have. But no onecan, I think, allege that, if that 
were the object, a road so costly as this would be 
made, or that it has been in fact constructed with 
that view. 


It has ed to us, on the southwest side of 
the Ohio river. 


1- wampe 


very hard that, under a common 


Constitution, our neighbors on the northwest side 
could have constitutionally appropriated the pub 
lic money to the object of erecting these roads, 
whilst it would be unconstitutional to apply it to 
ours. We have felt the injustice of being taxed to 
supply the means of constructing the roads ef 
others, without any reciprocal taxation of them to 
assist in making our roads. 

This inequality has made me heretofore, since 


| the veto of the Maysville and Lexington turnpike 


Toad, vote with great reluctance for appropriations 
fer the continuance of the Cumberland road. That 
reluctance was increased by a knowledge of the 
fact that the very States which were thus exclu- 
sively benefited, constantly maintained the Admi- 
nistration which originated and inflicted this ine- 
quality. Nay, more;a majority of their delega- 
tions has been always opposed to a distribution of 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, by 
which other States, as well as themselves, might 
have acquired the requisite funds to construct their 
works. 

Perhaps, after that veto, I ought not to have 
voted for any appropriation for the Cumberland 
road until the general power was restored, or an 
equivalent obtained. But I have voted for such 
appropriations, and would have continued, for a 


' time, to do so, if we had possested the means with- 


out going inte debt, and if the President and Secre- 
tary of the Treasury had recommended the appro- 
priation. 

The Secretary of the Treasury presents the an- 
nual estimates for the service of the current year. 


; That for the Cumberland road is not amongst 


| amount. 


them. Both he and the President urge the ob- 
servance of the strictest economy. The President 


goes so far as to intimate the use of that veto, : 


which, instead of being a power of occasional and 
extraordinary use, has been too frequently exer- 
cised. The Treasury is literally empty; and we 
are called upon to borrow money, as the issùe of 
Treasury notes is called, to supply means for the 
current expenses of the Government. 

It is under these circumstances that we are ask- 


: ed to appropriate $225,000 to the Cumberland 


road; and to force the appropriation upon the Ex- 
ecutive against its wishes, and against all the mo- 
tives to economy which exist, and which haye been 
so earnestly, and I hope sincerely, pressed upon our 
consideration. 

We of the Opposition have been accused unjust- 
ly, by the friends of the Administration, with swell- 
ieg the annual expenditures of the Government, 
which have certainly reached a most extravagant 
If we concur in the passage of this ap- 
propriation, contrary to what I suppose to be the 
desi:e of the Administration, shall we not, so far as 
it goes, give color to the accusation to which I 
have referred? If the friends of the Administra- 
tion wish the bill passed, they have majorities in 
both Houses sufficient to pass it. 

Another consideration operates very strongly 
with me to dissuade me, at the present time, from 
concurring in the passage of this bill; and that is 
the necessity, which I think exists, for a thorough 
investigation into the causes of the extraordinary 


expenditure upon this road in those States, and es- . 


pecially in Indiana. I uuderstand that the road 


has cost thirteen or fourteen thousand dollars per. 


mile. And, after all that has been already ex- 
pended upon the work, ithas been stated that it 


will require seven or exght millions of dollars to 


complete it as far as the river Mississippi. 

Now, sir, this astonishing expenditures requires 
a most rigorous examination. To what is it ow- 
ing? I think it is not explained by the alleged tar- 
diness or want of appropriations, and a consequent 
necessity of repairs. When the trees on the site 
of the road are felled and removed, and the road is 
graded by filling up valleys and cutting down bills, 
that work must remain unaffected seriously by any 
use-or neglect of the road. The repairs necessary 
in consequence of the premature use of the road, 
can only require a trifling expense compared to the 
original cost of grading it. ere must be some 
other cause of the enormous expenditure upon this 
road, and before we make further and lavish ap- 
propriations to that object, that cause ought to be 
probed, and certainly and carefully ascertained. 


Why, sir, since the veto of the Maysville and 
Lexington road, we have in Kentucky made upon 
our own means between four and five hundred 
miles of McAdamized turnpike road, at an ave- 
rage cost not exceeding, I believe, six thousand 
dollars per mile. Why should a mile of that de- 
scription of road cost on the northwest side of the 
Ohio river more than double what it does on the 
other side? And that, too, notwithstanding the 
difference in the character of the labor on the two 
sides of the river. Assuming the distance between 
Wheeling and St. Louis to be about six hundred 
miles, one-half of the sum of eight millions of 
dollars, now said to be necessary to complete the 
read, after all the immense expenditures which. 
have been made upon it, ought to be sufficient, ac- 
cording to the rate of cost of such roads in Ken- 
tucky, to construct the whole road, if not a stroke 
of work had been executed upon it. 

Under all these circumstances, Mr. President, I 
cannot, at this time, vote for the appropriations 
proposed in this bill, -whatever I might have been 
disposed to do in a more auspicious state of public 
affairs. I think that it will be better to remit the 
whole subject to the administration of President 
Harrison. Under that, an investigation can.be 
made into the causes of the vast cost of this road, 
and a proper correction will, no doubt, be applied. 
And his identity, throughout almost his whole life, 
with the interests of the three States more directly 
interested in the road, will secure for it a just and 
liberal patronage. Whether that patronage should. 
be extended by a direct grant from the public 
Treasury, by a division among all the States of 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, or by- 
other means, will then be fit subjects of inquiry. 
And we may rest in perfect confidence that the Ad- 
ministration which, with the aid of the people, 
and with the blessing of God, will commence on 
the 4th day of March, in the year of our Lord 
1841, will do in respect to this road whatever may 
be demanded by the interests of the particular 
States and of the whole Union. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he rose under feel- 
ings of a character that he had not language to ex- 
press, to say a word in reply to the Senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Cuar) and the Senator from New 
Jersey, (Mr. Sourmarp.) Ihave heard those Se- 
nators to-day, said Mr. 8. with deep mortification 
and regret. I hope I need not point to my short 
political life, to prove that I have been the friend of 
those Senators through evil as well as through good 
report. I have felt for them all the devotion which 
their brilliant career, and especially that of the Se- 
nator from Kentucky, was calculated to produce 
in the mind of a young and ardent politician of 
the West. I have been so located, that the Cam- 
berland road has been the all-absorbing question of 
interest to those whose inmediate interest I repre- 
sent here; and I have looked up to and advocated 
the high pretensions of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, on more than ene occasion, to the highest of- 
fice in the gift of the American people; and when 
doing so, I have with pride and satisfaction pointed 
to him as the champion of this work. He has 
been true to our interest, so has the Senator from . 
New Jersey, in by-gone days. I did fondly hope, 
Mr. President, that I could still have enrolled them 
among our Western friends; but in this I have been 
doomed to bitter disappointment. Had the sounds 
which 1 have heard from these Senators to-day pro- 
ceeded from another part of the chamber—had the 
arguments which they have presented to the Senate 
to-day, in justification of their votes against this bill, 
been urged by Senators from whom I have been 
accustomed to hear them, I should have remained 
silent. But when two of the former friends of this 
measure, so distinguished as the Senators to whom 1 
am replying,all at once bound from their original posi- 
tion,and come out with set speeches against thisroad, 
I feel that I should be recreant te my duty were I to 
suffer the interests of my State and the wishes of 
her people to yield to any personal or political con- 
siderations whatever. I confess, sir, that never in 
my life have I been called upon to perform a duty 
which has given me so much pain as does that 
which I am aboutto perform in replying to these 
distinguished Senators; and while I shall treat them 
with the courtesy and respect due to their age and 
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standiag in the nation, I shall examine, with the 
freedom and candor which become me, as a Senator 
of a free and independent State deeply interested in 
the question belore the Senate, the positions which 
they have assumed, as satisfactory to their minds, 
for the vote against the bill which they have ad- 
vertised us they are about to give. 

These Senators say that they are unwilling to 
vote for this appropriation, as it will add so much 
to the national debt, and they are opposed to a na- 
tional debt. Let us see how this position tallies 
with the course they have heretofore pursued on 
this question. I understand that both those Sena- 
tors voted for or supported the Camberland road 
bill when there was a national debt of over $150,- 
000,000 upon the country, and when it required 
immense sums annually to pay the interest on that 
debt. It is true the sinking fund was applied to its 
gradual extinguishment; still, that fund had to be 
raised by the ordinary means of raising reve- 
nue. And can those Senators now satisfy them- 
Selves that they can place their votes on such 
grounds? It seems to me that this is an after- 
thonght, as the fund is already raised, and the mo- 
ney will be expended at allevents. But it is said 
by those Senators that the Treasary is exhausted. 
I answered this proposition at large, when replying 
to the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Ciay;] and I 
will only repeat, that I am unwilling to accept of 
this plea to our application. The same cry was 
raised Jast year, and the bill fell—no money in the 
Treasury. And so long as the West can be put 
off with this plea—so long as they can be tickled 
with the idea of obtaining an appropriation when 
th:re is money m the Treasury that there is no 
other use for—just so long we shall have the conso- 
lation of aiding in filling the Treasury from the 
parchase of the public lands, and the equal por- 
tion we pay in the shape of duties, and in return 
receiving the answer to our applications, The mo- 
ney has all been expended, and we cannot let you 
havea dollar. Sir, this is no answer tome. I 
ask, I demand, in the name of my State and peo- 
ple, to know why it is that we are to be excluded 
from the operations of these expenditures? What 
has become of the money? Has it been expended 
in objects of paramount national importance to 
those we present to the consideration of Congress ? 
This argument of an empty Treasury I had heard 
from other Senators; but I confess I was not pre- 
pared to hear it from the Senator from Kentucky, 
or the Senator from New Jersey. Sir, it may do 
for the enemies of this work, who are the friends to 
expenditure elsewhere, but it sounds badly in the 
mouth of a friend to the Cumberland road. The 
tendency of this doctrine is to exclude that great 
national work from any participation in the expen- 
ditures, aud to encourage other objects, to its total 
exclusion now and forever. 

But, sir, how stands the fact on this point? Have 
we not replenished the Treasury by the issue of 
Treasury notes to the amount of five millions of 
dollars, with the power of reissuing those notes so 
as to keep that amount out for the year? Have we 
not granted all the supplies called for by the Trea- 
sury? Does not the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance favor this appropriation? Then, sir, in 
point of fact, the Treasury is not empty, as the 
Senator supposes. The Senator from Kentncky, 


however, tells us that he is not in a situation to’ 


vote this appropriation, because, by his vote against 
the bill authorizing the issue of Treasury notes, he 
denied to the Administration the supplies called for 
in aid of the Treasury. I have no doubt but that. 
the Senator voted conscientiously on that occasion. 
So did I. He voted one way and I voted the other, 
though, as I said, I would have preferred raising 
the money differently; but does not the Senator see 
the position in which this doctrine places him? He 
voted against the Treasury Note bill. Stih the bill was 
carried, and has become a law. The notes will be 
issued; they will be expended. The Senator says 
it was an Administration measure. Suppose it to 
be so, then the argument is, because the Adminis- 
tration have filled the Treasury in a manner ex- 
ceptionable to the Senator, he will abandon the 
Cumberland road—his own darling child. He will 
refuse to vote the appropriation to this cherished 
work,’ although he knows that the money will be 
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expended on other objects, if it is not on the Cum- 
berland road; he, therefore, prefers every other ob- 
ject of expenditure that may be selected by the Ad- 
ministration, to this great Western work. The 
Senator from New Jersey has said that noneof the 
objects of appropriation within the estimates 


can be dispensed with; and, although he set 
‘ out with the strongest declaration of friend- 
j Ship for the Cumberland’ road, still he is 


willing to abandon this work in its dila- 
pidated situation, and appropriate the whole reve- 
nue of the nation to every object suggested, to its 
total exclusion. If those Senators are satisfied 
with such positions, I confess these reasons have 
operated on their minds very differently fron 
what they have on mine. We have been told, sir, by 
both the Senators that the Administration has not 
asked for this appropriation, or they would have 
been disposed to have granted it. I eonfess, sir, 
this was surpising doctrine to me, coming from 


| that quarter. I did suppose that those Senators 


, were the last men in this body, who would yield a 
| tithe of their own judgment to the request of the 
: Administration. Did those Senators go for the Sub- | 
| Treasury bill, when it was the request of the Admi- | 
| nistration that Congress should pass it? Sir, I had — 


supposed that a recommendation of the Administra- 
tion would have very little influence in favor of a 
measure ın the minds of those Senators. But they 
Say that they might be chargeable with prodigality 
by the Administration and its friends, should they — 
vote this appropriation, as it was not contained in | 
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the estimates. I have been heretofore unwilling, ji 


Mr. President, to believe that either of those Sena- 


tors could be deterred from doing what he believed |: 


to be right for fear of censure from any quarter, 
much less from the Administration and its friends. 
I hold that Congress is an independent branch of 
the Government, and while it shall look to the esti- 
mates from the proper department for information, 
it should act on independent principles. No Exe- 
cutive shall ever control, with my consent, the inde- 
pendent action of this co-ordinate branch of the Go- 
vernment. To be bound, either by the objects or 
amounts contained in the estimates, would be to 
circumscribe the free and independent action of 
Congress, and to make an entire surrender of the 
powers of the Legislative into the hands of the Ex- 
ecutive Department of the Government. For one, 
sir, I can never consent to that surrender. I stand 
in this body a representative of an independent 
State, and I am resolved to discharge my duty here 
to the very best of my abilities, regardless of the 
will of the Executive, in a manner that shall give 
peace to my own conscience. 

The Senator from Kentucky has adverted to the 
great expense of this road. He says it costs over 
twice as much as the turnpike roads in Kentucky, 
and asks how is this. I will tell him, at least in 
part. The country through which the Kentucky 
roads have been constructed is very different from 
the ronte of the Cumberland road. Rock is found 
on their lines in abundance, the soil is dry, the 
width and dimensions of their roads much less, the 
travel is kept off them until they are finished, their 
appropriations have been timely made in sums suf- 
ficient to insure economy in construction—while 
the Cumberland road passes over a flat, alluvial 
country, from Columbus to Vandalia, without rock 
for considerable distances, and cut up the whole 
time by the immense travel that is thrown upon it 
in its unfinished state. The appropriations have 
been made at so late periods in the season that a 
great portion ef the sums have been required to 
put the road in as good repair as it was the pre- 
ceding year. Bat, sir, admitting all the prodigality 
and waste of which the Senator complains in the 
expenditure of the fund under the compacts, I put 
it to those Senators, as lawyers and statesmen, to 
say whether it lies in their mouths, as the organs 
of this nation, tosay that such prodigality has been 
committed. The Senators admit that the General 
Government was a trustee for the benefit of the 
States west of the Ohio to the full extent of the 
trust funds resefved by her under the compacts to- 
make this road, and as she was bound to expend it 
in good faith upon the object intended, it does not 
lie in the mouth of such a trustee to point to her 
own waste of the fund as an excuse for not fulfil- 


125 
Senate. ; 


ling the trast. I have answered this argument be- 
fore at large, but as it was put forth by the Senator 
from Kentucky in a more imposing aspect, I have 
felt called upon to notice it. 

I trust, sir, that I have examined the positions of 
those Senators, and, to my own mind at least, have 
shown the sandy foundation upon which thy are 
based; they are precisely what I have heard from 
the enemies of the road, and in their mouths would 
have created neither surprise nor the necessity of 
areply; but coming, as they have, from those to 
whom I have been accustomed to look for friendly 
aid and support, I have felt it to be due to the oc- 
casion to say what I have said. I part from those 
Senators on this subject with deep regret. I have 
felt the weight of the opposition to this great West- 
ern work, coming from the usual quarter, as quite 
as much as we could bear. I have seen from the 
commencement of the session that the battle was 
to be warm and the struggle desperate to defeat us; 
but I have met it, I trust, as it became me. Ihave 
had my forebodings as to the result, even while the 
shouts came from the camp of our usual enemy, 
but I did hope, if the bill was to fall, it would be 
left to its enemies alone to deal the fatal blows, I 
did hope to be spared the mortification of seeing it 
fail by the hands of its former friends, acting in 
concert with its former enemies. The course taken 
by those Senators may be satisfactory to their own 
minds, but they are wholly irreconcileable with con- 
tinued friendship for this measure. I repeat, I 
thank them for their former friendship to our inte- 
rest, and part from them now with deep mortifica- 
tion and regret. Sir, let the vote be taken, and if it 
is the will of the Senate to defeat the bill, and deny 
us the appropriation, we must submit to your 
power, but will never admit your justice, or sur- 
render our claims until justice is done us. 

After some remarks by Mr. YOUNG, of Illinois, 
in favor of the bill, the question was taken on the 
engrossment by yeas and nays, resulting as follows: 
yeas 20, nays 22. 

So the bill was rejected. 


SPEECH OF MR. CLAY, 
OF KENTUCKY, ” 
In Senate, January 20, 1840—On the Sub-Trea- 
sury bill. . 

Mr. CLAY rose abd said: I have been desirous, 
Mr. President, before \he passage of this bill, not to 
make a speech, but to day a fw words about it. I 
have come to the Senate\to-dy unaffectedly indis- 
posed, from a serious col damin no conditien 
to address this body; b regard this bill as so 
pregnant with injurious, ang dangerous, and dire- 
fal consequences that I cannot reconcile it toa 
sense of duty to allow it finally to pass without one 
last, although unavailing, effort against it. I am 
aware that the decree for its passage has gone forth 
—a decree of urgency, t00, so urgent that a short 
postponement ef the consideration of the measure, 
toadmit of the filling of vacant seats in the Senate 
by legislative bodies now in session—seats which 
have remained vacant, not by the fault of the 
people, but from the inability of those bodies to 
agree in the choice of Senators, has been refused 


` by the vote of the Senate—refused, scornfully re~ 


fused, although, whether the bill be transmitted 
two or three weeks sooner or later to the House of 
Representative, owing to its unorganized condition, 
and its known habits of business, will not expedite 
its passage a single hour! Refused by the con- 
currence of Senators who, not representing on 
tbis subject the present sentiments and opinions of 
their respective States, seem unwilling to allow the 
arrival of those who would fully and fairly repre. 
sent them! : 

It is remarkable sir, that, judging from the vote 
on the engrossment of the bill fora third reading, 
it is to hurried through the Senate by less than a 
majority of the body. Andif the two Senators 
from Tennessee had clung to their seats with the 
same tenacity with which other Senators adhere to 
theirs, who have been instructed to vote against 
the bill, and are violating their instructions; and 
if the Senate were fall, the vacant seats bei 
filled, as we have every reason to believe they will 
be filled, there would be a clear majority against 
the passage of the bill. Thus isthis momentous 
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measure, which both its friends and foes unite in 
thinking will exert a tremendous, if not revolution- 
ary, inflaence upon the business and concerns of 
the country—a measure which has so long and so 

atly distracted and divided our councils, and 
against which the peopie have so often and so 
signally pronounced their judgment, to be forced 
through the Senate of the United States. 

Mr. President, it is no less the duty of the states- 
man than the physician to ascertain the exact state 
of the body to which he is to minister before he 
ventures to prescribe any healing remedy. It is 
with no pleasure, but with profound regret, that 
I survey the present condition of our country. I 
have rarely, I think never, known a period of such 
universal and intense distress. The General Go- 
vernment is in debt, and ils existing revenue is in- 
adequate to meet its ordinary expenditure. The 
States are in debt,’ some of them largely in debt, 
insomuch that they have been compelled to resort 
to the ruinons expedient of contracting new leans 
to meet the interest upon prior loans; and the 
- people are surrounded with difficulties; greatly em- 
barrassed, and involved in debt. Whilst this is, 
unfortunately, the general state of the country, the 
means of extinguishing this vast mass of debt are 
in constant diminution. Property is falling in 
value—ali the great staples of the country are 
declining in price, and destined, I fear, to farther 
decline. The certain tendency of this very mea- 
gure is to reduce prices. The banks ars rapidly 
decreasing the amount of their circulation, About 
one-half of them, extending from New Jersey to 
the extreme Southwest, have suspended specie pay- 
ments, presenting an image of a paralytic, one 
moiety of whose body is stricken with palsy. The 
banks are without a head; and, instead of union, 
concert, and co-operation between them, we be- 
hold jealously, distrust, and enmity. We have 
no currency whatever possessing uniform value 
throughout the whole country. That which we 
have, consisting almost entirely of the issues of 
banks, is in a state of the utmost disorder, inso- 
much that it varies, in comparison with the specie 
standard, from par to fiity per cent. discount. 
Exchanges, too, are ia the greatest possible confu- 
sion, not merely between distant parts of the Union, 
bat between cities and places in the same neighbor- 
hood.. That between our great commercial marts 
of New York and Philadephia, within five or six 
hours of each other, vacillating between seven and 
ten per cent. The products of our agricultural 
industry are unable to find their way to market 
from the want of means in the hands of traders to 
purchaœ them, orlfrom the want of confidence in 
the stability of things. Many of our manufacto- 
ries stopped or stopping, i eee in the impor- 
tant branch of woollens; and a vast accumulation 
of their fabricson hand, owing to the destruction 
of confidence and the wretched state of exchange 
between different sections of the Union. 

Suchis the unexaggerated picture of our present 
condition. And amidst the dark and dense cloud 
that surrounds us, I perceive not one gleam of light. 
It gives me nothing bat pain to sketch the picture. 
Bat duty and truth require that existing diseases 
should’be fearlessly examined and probed to the 
bottom.” We shall otherwise be atterly ineapable 
of conceiving or applying appropriate remedier. 
Ifthe present unhappy state of our country had 
been brought upon the people by their folly and 
extravagance, it onght to be borne with fortitude, 
and without complaint, aud without reproach. Bat 
it is my deliberate judgment that it has not been— 
that the people are not to blame—and that the 
principal causes of existing embarrassments are 
not tobe traced tothem. Sir, itis not my pur- 
pose to, waste the lime or excite the feelings of 
members of the Senate by dwelling kcng on what I 
suppose to be those causes. My object isa better, 
a higher, and I hope a more acceptable one—to 
consider the remedies proposed for the present 
exigency. Still, Ishould not fulfil my whole duty 
if did not briefly say that,in my conscience, I 
believe our pecuniary distresses haye maiùly 
sprung from the refusal to recharter the late Bank 
ef the United States; the removal of the public 
deposites from that institution; the multiplication 
of State banks in consequence; andthe Treasury 


` of experience. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Clay of Ky. 


stimulus given to them to extend their operations; 
the bungling manner in which the law, depositing 
the surplus treasure with the States, was executed; 
the Treasury Circular; and althouga last, perhaps 
not least, the exercise of the power of the veto on 
the bill for distributing, among the States, the 
nett proceeds of the sales of the public lands. 
What, Mr. President, is needed, at the present 
crisis, to restore the prosperity of the people? A 
sound local currency; mixed with a currency pos- 
sessing uniform value throughout the whole coun- 
try; a re-establishment of regular exchanges between 
different parts of the Union; and ‘a revival of 
general confidence. The people want, in short, 
good Government at Washington; the abandon- 
ment of rash and ruinous experiments; the practice 
here of economy, and the pursuit of the safe lights 
Gives us these; and the growth of 
our population, the enterprise of our people, and 
the abundance, variety, and richness of the pro- 
ducts of our soil and of our industy, with the 
blessings of Providence, will carry us triumphantly 
through all our complicated embatrassments. 
Deny these—persevere in a mal-administration of 
Goverament—and it is in vain that the bounties 
of Heaven are profusely scattered around us. 
There is one man—z:nd I lament to say, from 
the current of events and the progress of Executive 


| and party power—but one man, at present in the 


country, who can bring relief to it, and bind up 
the bleeding wounds of the people. He, of allmen 
in the nation, ought to feelas a parent should feel, 
most sensibly, the distresses and sufferings of his 
family. But, looking to his public course and his 
official acts, Tam constrained to say that he sur- 
veys unconcerned the wide-spread ruin and bank- 
ruptey and wretchedness before bim, without emo- 
tion and without sympathy. Whilst all the ele- 


ments of destruction are at work, and the storm is | 


raging, the Chief Magistrate, standing in the midst 
of his unprotected, fellow-citizens, on the dis- 
tinguished position of honor and confidence to 
which their suffrages have devoted him, deliberately 
wraps around himself the folds of his India-rabber 
cloak, and, lifting his umbrella over his head, tells 
them, drenched and shivering as they are under 
the beating rain and hail and snow falling upon 
them, that he means to take care of himself and the 
official corps, and that they. are in the habit of ex- 
pecting too much from Government, and must 
look out for their own shelter, and security, and 
salvation ! 

And now allow me to examine, and careflluy 
andcandidly consider, the remedy which this bill 


| offers to a suffering people for the unparalleled dis- 


tresses under which they are writhing. I will 
first analyze and investigate it as its friends and 
advocates represent it. What is it? What is this 
measure, which has so long aud so deeply agitated 
this country, under the various denominations of 
Sub-Treasury, Independent Treasury, and Divorce 
of the State from Banks? What is it? Let usde- 
fine it truly and clearly. Its whole principle 
consists in an exaction from the people of specie; 
in the payment of all their duties and dues to 
Government, and the disbursement of specie by the 
Government, in the payment of all salaries and of 
allthe creditors of the Government. This is its 
simple and entire principle. Divest the bill under 
consideration of all its drapery and paraphernalia, 
this is its naked, unvarnished, and unexaggerated 
principle, according to its own friends. This ex- 
clusive use of specie, in all receipts and payments 
of the Government, it is true, it is not to be instanta- 
neously enforced; but 
avowed aim and object of the measure, to be 
accomplised, gradually bat in the short space of a 
little more then three years. The twenty-eight 
sections of the bill, with allits safes, and vaults, 
and bars, and bolts, and receivers general, and ex- 
aminers, have nothing more nor less ia view than 
the exaction of specie from the people, and the sub- 
sequent distribution of that specie among the offi- 
cers of the Government and the creditors of the 
Government. It doés not touch, nor profess to 
touch, the actual currency of the country. It 
leaves the local banks, where it found them, unre- 


formed, uncontrolled, unchecked in all their opera- - 


tions. Itisą narrow, selfish, heartless measure. 


that it is the direct and. 
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It turns away from the people, and abandons them 
to their hard and inexorable fate; leaving them ex- 
posed to all the pernicious consequences of an un- 
sound currency, utterly irregular and disordered 
exchanges, and the greatest derangement in all 
business. It is worse; it aggravates and perpetu- 
ates the very evils which the Government will not 
redress: for, by going into the market and creating 
a new additional demand for specie, it cripples and 
disables the State Banks, and renders them ine 
capable of furnishing tbat relief to the people 
which a parental Government is bound to exert all 
its energies and powers to afford. The divorce of 
the State from banks, of which its friends boast, 
is, not the only separation which it makes—it is. a 
separation of the Government from the consti- 
tuency—a disunion of the interests of the servants 
of the people from the interest of the people. 

This bill, then, is wholly incommensurate with 
the evils under which the country issuffering. It 
leaves them not only altogether unprovided for, 
but aggravates them. It carries no word of cheer- 
ing hope or encouragement to a depressed people. 
It leaves their languishing business in the same 
state of hopeless discouragement. 

But its supporters argue that such a system of 
convertible paper as this country has so long had, 
is radically wrong; that all our evils are to be 
traced to the banks; and that the sooner they are 
putdown, and a currency exclusively metallic is 
established, the better. They further argue that 
such a metallic currency will reduce inflated 
prices, lower the wages of labor, enable us to 
manufacture. cheaper, and thereby admit our 
manufactories to maintain a successful competi- 
tion with foreigners. And all these results, at 
some future time or other, are to be brought about 
by the operation of this measure. 

Mr. President, in my opinion, a currency purely 
metallic is neither desirable, in the present state of 
the commercial world, nor, if it were, it is practi 
cable, or possible to be attained in this country. 
And, if it were possible it could not be brought 
about without the most frightful and disastrous 
consequences, creating convulsion, if not revolu- 
tion... , 

Of all conditions of society, that is most prospere 
ous inwhich there isa gradual and regular ine 
creas? of the circulating medium, and a gradual 
but not too rapid increase in the value of property 
and the price of commodities. In such a state of 
things, business of all kinds is active and animated, 
every department of it flourishes, and labor is 
liberally rewarded. No sacrifices are made of 
property, and debtors find, without difficulty, the 
means of discharging promptly their debts. Men 
hold on to what they have, without the apprehen- 
sion of loss, and we behold no glutted markets. 
Of all conditions of society, that is most adverse in 
which there is a constant and rapid diminution 
of the amountof the circulating medium. Debtors 
become unable to pay their debts, property falls, 
the market is glutted, business declines, and labor 
is thrown out of employment. In such a state of 
things, the imagination goes ahead of the reality. 
Sellers become numerous, from the apprehension 
that their property, now falling, will fall still lower; 
and purchasers scarce, from an unwillingness to 
make investments with the hazard of almost cer- 
tain loss. l 

Have gentleman reflected upon the consequences 
of their system of depletion? I have already 
stated that the country is borne down by a weight 
of debt. If the currency be greatly diminished, as 
beyond all example it has been, how is this debt to 
be extinguished? Property, the resource on which 
the debtor relied for his payment, will decline in 
valne; and it may happen that a man, who 
honestly contracted debt, on the faith of property 
which had a value, atthe time, fally adequate to 
warrant the debt, will find himself stript of all his 
propery and his debt remain unextinguished. 

he gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Bocnawaw) 
has put the case of two nations, in one of which. 
the amount of its currency shall be double what it 
ig in the other, and, as he contends, the prices 
of all property will be donble in the former nation 
of what they are in the latier. If this be true of 
two nations, it must be equally true of one, whose 
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circulating medium is atone period double what 
itis at another. Now, as the friends of the bill 
argue, we have been and yet arein this inflated 
state, our currency has been double, or in some- 
thing like that proposition, of what was necessary, 
and we must come down to the lowest standard. 
Do they not perceive that inevitable ruin to 
thousands mus: he the necessary consequence? 
Aman, for example, owning property to the value 
of $5,000, contracts a debt for $5,000. By the 
redaction of one-half of the currency of the coun- 
try, his preperty, in effect, beco nes reduced to the 
value of $2,500. Bat his debi undergoes no cor- 
responding reduction. He giveup all h s prorerty, 
and remains sull in debt $82.500. Thus this mea- 
sure will operate on the debtor class of the nation, 
always the weaker class, and that which, for that 
reason, most needs the protection of Government. 

Bat, if the effectof this hard money policy upon 
the debtor class be injurious, it is still more dis- 
astrous, if possible, on the laboring classes. 
Enterprise will be checked or stopped, employment 
will become difficult, and the poorer classes will 
be subject to the greatest privations and distresses. 
Heretofore it has been one of the pretensions and 
boasts of the dominant party, that they sought to 
elevate ihe poor by depriving the rich of undue 
advantages. Now their policy is to reduce the 
wages of labor, and this is openly avowed; and it 
is argued by them that it is necessary to reduce the 
wages of American labor to the low standard of 
Earopean labor, in order to enable the American 
manufacturer to enter into a successful. competition 
with the European manufacturer in the sale of 
their respective fabrics. Thus is this dominant 
party perpetually changing; one day cajoling the 
poor, and falminating against the rich; and the 
next cajolidg the rich, and fulminating against 
the poor. It was but yesterday that we heard that 
all who were trading on borrowed capital ought to 
break. It was but yesterday we heard denounced 
the long-established policy of the country, by which, 
it was alleged, the poor were made poroer, and 
the rich were made richer. 

Mr. President, of ail the subjects of national 
policy, not one ought to be touched with so 
much delicacy as that of the wages; in other 
words, the bread of the poor man. In dwelling, 
as I have often done, with inexpressible’ satisfac- 
tion upon the many ::Jvantages of our country, 
there is not one which has given me more delight 
than the high price of annual labor. There is not 
one which indicates more clearly the prosperity of 
the mass of the community. In the features of 
human society, there are none, I think, which 
more decisively display the general welfare than 
a permanent high rate of wages, and a permanent 
high rate of interest. Of course; Ido not mean 
those excessive high rates of temporary existence, 
which result from sudden and unexpected demands 
for labor or capital, and which may, and generally 
do, evince some unnatural and extraordinary. state 
of things; but I mean a settled, steady, and durable 
high rate of wages of labor, and interest upon 
money. Such a state demonstrates activity and 
prcfi.s in all the departments of business. It proves 
that the employer can afford to give high wages 
tothe laborer, in consequence of the protits of his 
business, and the borrower high interest. to the 
lender, in consequence of the gaias which he 
makes by the use.of capita). On the contrary, in 
countries where business is dull and languishing, 
and all the walks of society are fall, the small pro- 
fits that are made will not justify high interest or 
high wages. 3 ' 

Wages of labor will be low where there is no 
business, and of course but little or no demand for 
labor; or where, from thedensity of population, the 
competition for employment is great, and the de- 
mard for labor is not equal to the supply. Similar 
causes will tend to the reduction of the rate of in- 
terest.. Our vast unpeopled regions in the West 
protest us against the evils of a too crowded popu- 
lation. In our country, such is the variety of pro- 
fitable business and pursuits that there is scarcely 
any in which one can engage with diligence, inte- 
gtity, and ordinary skill, in regular and ordinary 
times, that he is not sure ef being amply rewarded. 
Surveying our happy condition in this respeet, it 
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was, during the last war, remarked by the pres: pt 
Lord Jeffries, that America was the heaven of the 
poor man and the hell of the rich. There was ex- 
travagance in the assertion, mixed with some 
truth. It wou'd have been more accurate to have 
said that, with good government, it was an earthly 
heaven both of the rich and poor, 

It is contended. however, that the reduction of 
wages would be only nominal; that an exclusive 
specie currency being established, the prices of all 
commodities would fall; and that the laborer would 
be ab’e to command as many of the necessaries of 
life with his low wages, as he can at present, 

Tae great error of Senators on the o'her side is, 
that they do not sufficrently rezard the existing 
Structure of society, the habits and usages which 
prevail; in short, the actual s‘ate of things. 


neces<ary, 1t shouid be introduced slowly, cautious- 
ly, and with a ca:eful and vigilant attention to all 


consequences, But gentlemen seem disposed to . 


consider themselves at liberty to legislate tor a new 
people, just sprung into existence, and commencing 
its career—one for which they may, without ref 
rence to what they see all around them, speculate 
and theorize at pleasure. Now, if we were 
such a people, and were deliberating on the 
question of what was the best medium of circula- 
tion to represent the property and transact the busi- 
ness of the country, it is far from being certain 
that it would be deemed wisest to adopt an exclusive 
specie standard. But when we glance at society 
as it actually exists, with all its relations and rami- 
fications, its engagements, debts, wants, habits, 
customs, nothing can be more unwise, it seems to 
me, than to attempt so radical a change as that 
which is contemplated. 

I cannot admit that the laborer, with his low 
wages, would be in as eligible a situation as he 
now is. The argument excludes all consideration 
of his condition during the transition from the 
paper to the specie medium. In the descending 
process from an abundant toa scarce circulation, 
there would befor him nothing but distress and 
wretchedness; and he would be in the greatest 
danger of starvation before the El Dorado of gen- 
tlemen was reached. The adjustment of prices to 
the state of the currency is not so sudden a work 
as is imagined. Long after the specie standard 
should be established, the old prices of many ar- 
ticles would remain; and all foreign productions 
which enter into the consumption of the poor man 
would continue unaffected by our domestic cur- 
rency. If itbe true that there would be no alte- 
ration in the condition of the laborer, if he would 
really get as much, in value, in the new state of 
things as the old, how is that of the capitalist, en- 
gaged in manufactures, to be improved? Would 
not his situation also remain unaltered? 

The assumption that an exclusive hard money 
circulation is best for the laborer, best for the man- 
ufacturer, best for the country, is against all the 
experience of the world. Beyond all doubt, Eog- 
land is the most prosperous of all the nations of 
the old world, and England is the greatest paper 
money cotntry that exists. Her manufactares find 
a market in every portion of the globe; her opera- 
tives and laborers are paid better and fed better 
than any in Europe. Have the manufacturers of 
the hard money countries of the continent prevailed 
over those of England, and driven them out of the 
market, in fair competition? Far from it. Their 
licy is to exclude, by prohibitions and heavy daties, 
the entry of British, goods into their ports. 
land has sought to make treaties with them all, and 
especially with France, upon the basis of free trade; 
and France has replied that her manufacturers are 
too much behind those of England to admit of their 
beisg placed upon a footing of equality. Paper 
money-inflated-England manufactures about two- 


thirds of all the cotton exported from the 
United States; and her cotton manufacture alone is 
probably greater than that of all the rest of Earope. 

But, Mr. President, if the banishment from. 
circulation of all. bank paper, and the exclusive 
use of specie in this country, were desirable, is it 
practicable, can it be possibly aie about? I 


All | 
wi-e legislation should be founded upon the condi- | 
, ten of s ciety as it is; and even where reform is 


have said that the legislator is bound to have due 
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regerd to the wants, wishes, necessities, and con- 
dition cf the couniry tor which he acte. But a 
practical American sta‘esman has a farther duty 
to perform—that of attentively considerinz the dis- 
tribation of the power of Government in this 
Confederacy. Here we have local G@vernments 
for ihe resp-ctive S ates, and a General Govern- 
ment for the wht-. The G:neral Government 
has but few, |-mited, and well defined powers, the 
S:ates severally possessing all power not denied to 
them or delegated by the Federal Constitution. 


| Whatever difference of opinion might exist, if it 


were a new question, it cannot now be controverted 
that each of ine twen'y-six S ate Governm ants has 
the power to bring into existence as many banks 
as it pleases, Banks have accorting y be-n create 
ed, and will continne, and must exist, in spie ef 
the General Government. The paper of banks 
will therefore remain, as it has bren, a part of the 
general circulation, in defiance of any policy which 
this Government miy proclaim. And if one or more 
of the States were to adopt the hard money policy, 
there would be others which would find, in the ve- 
ry forbearance of certain members of the Confede- 
racy to establish or continue banks, a fresh motive 
to create and sustain them; for the issues of their 
banks would ran into the States which had them 
not, and they woa'd thus appropria'e to themselves 
at the expense of o’hers, ail the benefits of banit- 
ing. I recollect well how banks were origioally 
first introdueed into many of the Southern and 
Western States. They found themselves exposed 


| to all the inconveniences, without enjoying the 


cP 
li 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


benefits of the banking system; and they were ree 
daced to the necessi'y of establishing ban ks to share 
the advantages as well as the disadvantages of the 
system. 

Banks, bank notes, a convertible paper money, 
are, therefore, inevitable. Thereis no e:cspe from 
them. You may deliver as many homilies as you 
please, send forth from this Capitol as many essays 
and disquisitions as you think proper, circulate 
President’s messzges denouncirg them as widely 
as you choose, and thunder forth from a party 
press as loud and as Jong as you can, against banks, 
and they will continue to exist in spite of you. 


| What, then, is it the duty of a wise practical Fede- 


ral statesman to do? Since he finds a state of 
things which is unalterable, to which he must sab- 
mit, however convinced he may be of the utility of 
a change, his duty is to accommodate his measures 
to this immutable state of public affairs. And, if 
he cannot trust the eight or nine hundred local 
banks which are disbursed through the country, 
create a Federal Bank, amenable to the General 
Government, subject to its inspection and authority, 
and capable of supplying a general currency wor- 
thy of its confidence; make, in short, the Govern- 
ment of the whole partake of the genius and con- 
form to the fixed character of the parts. 

Mr. President, I never have believed that the 
local banks were competent to supply such a gene- 
ral currency, of uniform value, as this people 
wants, or to perform those financial offices which 
are necessary to a successful administration of. this 
Government. I pronounced them incompetent at 
the period of the removal of the deposites; and: we- 
foretold the unfortunate state of things that now ex- 
ists. But the party in power, which now denounces 
them, proclaimed their entire ability not only. to 
supply as good but a beiter currency than. that 
which was furnished by the Bank of the United 
States, and to perform all the financial duties which: 
that institution fulfilled. After that party had sac- 
ceeded in putting down the Bank of the United 
States, and got their system into full operation, it- 
continued, year after year, to anmannce to 
public that all its expectations had. been: fully re- 
alized. : i 

A Bank of the United States established by this 
Government would not ony tS iv all pesos ane : 
in which it might safely confide, in & a 
payments, and execute every financial: office, but it 
would serve as a sentinel, a cement, and a règula- 
tor to the State banks. The Senator from Penn- 
sylvania has urged that the present Bank of the. 
United States of Pennsylvania has a charter- more- 
extensive than that of the late Bank of the United: 
States; that it isin fact the old Bank with a new 
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charter; and that, with all its vast resources and 
means, it bas been not only unable to actasa re- 
gulator of the local banks, but was recently the 
first to set the pernicious cxample of a suspension 


of specie payments. 


Mr. President, can the distinguished Senator be | 
serious in his description of these aitributes cf the | 


Pennsylvania Bank? Sorely he must have intend- 
ed that part of his speech for some other theatre. 
In the first place, Pennsylvania, beeides sundry 
other onerous conditions of loans and subscriptions 
to objects of internal improvements, Jevied upon 
the present Bank, in the form of bonus, some four 
or five millions of dollars. Then, the General Go- 
vernment has withdrawn from it the seven millions 
of stock which it held in the old bank—a circum- 
stance which I have no doubt has tended tocripple 
its operations. And itis wholly without the depo- 
sites of the Government, which the former Bank 
possessed. Instead of being an ally, the General 
Government has been in the relation of an enemy 
to it. 
of a powerful party within the bosom of the Com- 
monwealth. So far from assuming the office of a 


president, upon whose autherity the Senator relies 
for proof of the extent and liberality of its new 
charter, expressly declared that it had ceased to be 
a general agent, and had retired within the circle of 
its State duties. So far from having derived any 
strength from its connection with the-Jate Bank of 
the United States, there cannot be a doubt that that 
connection rendered it far less efficient than it 
would have been, if it had gone into operation with 


And it bas had to encounter all the enmity . 


an unencumbered capital, freshly subscribed, of | 


thirty-five millions of dollars. 

To guard against all misconception cr misrepre- 
sentation, I repeat, what I said on a former occa- 
sion, that, although I am convinced, thoroughly 
convinced, that this country cannot get along well 
without a Bank of the United States, I have no 
thought of proposing such a bank, and have no wish 
to see it proposed by any other, until itis demanded 
by a clear and undisputed majority of the people 
of the United Siates. oe 

Seeing that a bank of the United States could not 
be established, two years ago I expressed my wil- 
lingness to make an experiment with the State 
banks, rather than resort to this perilous measure. 


And now, such are my deep convictions of the fatal |: 


tendency of this project of a Sab-Treasury, that I 
would greatly prefer the employment of the agency 
of State banks. But whilst I should entertain hopes 


of their success, I confess that I should not be with- | 


out strong apprehensions of their failare. My be- 


lief is, that the State banks will be constantly ex- | 


posed to disorder and derangement without the co- 
operation of a Bank of the United States; and that 
our banking system will only be safe and complete 
when we shall have both a Bank of the United 
States and State banks. 

We are told by the President of the United States, 
in his Message at the opening of the session, that a 
great moneyed power exists in London that exerts 
a powerful influence on this country; that it is the 
result of the credit system; and that every bank 
established in a remote village in this country be- 
comes bound to that power by acord, which it 
touches at its pleasure. 


e is, sir, some truth in this representation, i 
and every genuine American must feel it with |: 
It is a melancholy fact that the | 


shame and regret. 
arrival of steam vessels in the port of New York 
from England is looked for with more curiosity and 
interest, on account of the financial intelligence 


which they bear from London and the Bank |: 


of England, than the arrival of the mail from 
Congress. Our people have been taught, by 
sad experience, to expect nothing good from 
the councils of their own country, and. turn 
their attention towards the operations in a fo- 
reign. country. Was this eager inquiry into 
the transactions of the Bank of England made 
daring” the existence of the Bank of the United 
States? No, sir; no, sir. 
bankas a monster, and destroyed it; and you have 
tbrown us into the jaws ofa foreign monster which 
‘weean neither cage nor contro). You tore from 
‘ws our best shield against the Bank of England, 


of 


You denounced this 


_ we must produce more or buy less. 
regulator of the local banks, its late distinguished | 


and now profess ‘to be surprised at the influence 
which it exercises upon our interests! We do not 
find that the continental nations of Europe that 
have National Banks, complain of the influence of 
the Bank of England uponthem. On the contrary, 
the Bank of England has recently been compelled 
to apply to the Bank of France for a large sum of 
specie to susta‘n its credit and character. 

Bat, sir, we must look te a higher and much 
more potent cause than the operations of any bank, 
foreign or domestic, for the lively interest which is 
felt in this country in the monetary transactions of 
England. In England the credit system, as it is 
called, exists in a much more extensive degree than 
in this country; and if it were of the natureof that 
system, as is alleged, to render one country depend- 
ent upon another, why should not England be more 
dependent upon us than we upon England? The 
real cause of our dependence arises out of the un- 
favorable balance of our foreiga trade. Weim- 
port too much and export too little. We buy too 
much abroad, and make too little athome. If we 
would shake off this degrading foreign dependence, 
Increase our 
productions in all the variety of forms in which 
our industry can be employed; augment the pro- 
ducts of the soil, extend our manufactures, give 
new stimulus to our tonnage and fishing interests, 
sell more than we buy, get out of debt and keep 
out of debt to the foreigner, and he will no longer 
exert an influence upon our destiny. 

And this unfavorable balance of our foreign 


‘trade is wholly independent of, and unconnected 
with, the nature of the character of the currency of | 


the country, whether it be exclusively metallic, or 
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| mixed of paper and the precious metals. England, _, 


ina great measure, by means of that credit or pa- 
per system, now so much denounced, has become 
the centre of the commerce, the exchanges, and the | 


moneyed operations of the world. By the extent, 
variety, and perfection of her manufactures, she 


_ lays most nations that admit them freely under con- 


tribution to her; and if we had no currency but 
specie, we should be just as much exposed to ‘the 
moneyed power of London, or, which is the true 
state of the case, to th: effects of an unfavorable 
balance of trade, as we now are. We should pro- 


bably be more só, tecause a large portion of the | 


specie of the country being in the vaults of a few 
depositories, it would be easier then to obtain it for 
exportation in the operations of commerce, than 
now, when it is dispersed among nine hundred or a 
thousand banks. 


What was our condition during the colonial state, | 


when, with the exception of small amounts of Go- 
vernment paper money, we had no currency but 


| specie, and no banks? Were we not constantly 


and largely in debt to England? Was not our specie 
perpetually drained, to obtain supplies of British 
goods? Do not you recollect that the subject of the 
British debts formed one of those matters which 
were embraced in the negotiations and treaty of 
peace which terminated the Revolutionary war? 
and that it was a topic of angry and protracted dis- 
cussion long after, until it vas finally arranged by 


| Mr. Jay’s treaty of 1794? 


Look into the works of Dr. Franklin, in which 


there is more practical good sense to be found than 
` is to be met with in the same compass any where. 


He was the agent of Pennsylvania from about the 
middle of the last century until the breaking put of 
the Revolutionary war, and a part of the time the 
agent, also, of the Colonies of Georgia and Massa- 
chusetts. His correspondence shows that the spe- 
cie of the Colonies was constantly flowing from 
them for the parchase of British goods, insomuch 
that the Colonies were left absolutely destitute of a 
local currency; and one of the main objeets of his 
agency was to obtain the sanction of the parent 
country to those issues of paper money which the 
necessities of Pennsylvania compelled her to make. 
The issue was strenuously opposed by the mer- 
chants engaged in the American trade, on account 
of the difficulty which it created in making collec- 
tiens and remittances home. So great was that 
drain of specie, that we know that Virginia and 
other Colenies were constrained to adopt tobacco 
as a substitute for money. s 

The principal cause, therefore, of the influence 
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of the moneyed power of London over this country 
is tu be found in the vast extent of our dealings 
with her. The true remedy is to increase our ma- 
nufactures and purchase less of hers, and to aug- 
ment our exports by all the means in our power, 
and to diminish our imports as much as possible. 
We must increase onr productions, or economise 
much more than we have done. New Jersey, be- 
fore the Revolution, being much pressed for 
£100,000 sterling, Dr. Franklin proposed a plan 
by which she could, in one year, make up that 
sum. The plan was this: She was in the habit of 


; importing annually from England merchandise to 


the amount of £200,000. He recommended that 
the ladies should buy only half the amount of 


| silks, calicoes, teas, &c. during the year, which 


they had been in the habit of consuming; and in 
this way, by saving, the colony would make the 
required sum of £100,000. If we would, for afew 
years, import only half the amount from England 


i that we have been in the habit of doing, we should 


no longer feel the influence of the London money 
power. 

Mr. President, gentlemen, in my humble opi- 
nion, utterly deceive themselves in suppesing that 
this measure is demanded by a majority of the peo- 
ple of the United States, and in alleging that this is 
proven by the result of elections of the past year. 
That there were a vast majority of them opposed to 
it, was demonstrated incontestably by previous 
elections. The elections of the last year did not in 


| many, perhaps most instances, turn atall upon the 


merits of this measure. In several States, the peo- 
ple were deceived by assurances that the Sub-Trea- 
sury was at an end, and would be no longer agis 
tated. In others, the people had reason to be dis- 
satisfied with the conduct of their banks; and they 
were artfully led to believe that this bill would sup- 
ply a corrective of the errors of the banking system. 
And where they have apparently yielded their as- 
sent to the bill, it has been that sort of assent which 
the patient yields, whose constitution has been ex- 
hausted and destroyed by the experiments of em- 
piricism, and who finally consents to take the last 
quack medicine offered to him, in the hope of sav- 
ing his life. I know the people of the United States 
well. They are ever ready cheerfully to submit to 
any burden demanded by the interest, the honor, or 
the glory of their country. But what people ever 
consented to increase their own burdens unnecessa- 
rily? The effect of this measure is, by exacting 
specie exclusively from the people, and paying it 
out to the official corps and the public creditor, to 
augment the burdens of the people, and to swell 
the emoluments of office. It is an insult to the un- 
derstanding and judgment of the enlightened peo- 
ple of the United States to assert that they can ap- 
prove such a measure. 

FNo true patriot can contemplate] the course of 
the party in power without the most painful and 
mortified feelings. They began some years ago - 
their war on the Bank of the United States. It 
was dangerous to liberty; it has failed to fulfil the 
purposes of its institution; it did not farnish a 
sound currency, although the sun, in all itscourse, 
never shone upon a better; it was, in short, a mon- 
ster, which was condemned to death, and it was ex- 
ecuted accordingly. During the progress of that 
war, the State banks were the constant theme of 
praise, in speech and song, of the dominant party. 
They were the best institutions in the world, free 
from all danger to public liberty, capable of carry- 
ing on the exchanges of the couniry, and of per- 
forming the financial duties to Government, and of 
sopplying a far bettter currency for the people than 
the Bankfof the United States. We told you that the 
State banks would not do, without the co-operation. 
of a Bank of the United States. We told you that 
you find them a weak league—a mere fleet of open 
boats tied together by a hickory withe, and which 
the first storm would disperse and upset. But you 
scorned all our warnings, and continued year after 
year to puff and praise the operations of these 
banks. You had the boldness, in the face of” this 
abused nation, to aver that the country had‘ been 
supplied by them with a better currency and better 
exchanges than it had beeh by the Bank of the 
United States! Well, by your own measures, by 
your Treasury Circular, distribution of the surplus, 


o 
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&c. you accelerated the catastrophe of the suspen- 
sion of the banks. You began with promises to the 
ple of better currency, better times, more secu- 


rity to civil liberty; and you end with no currency |! 


at all, the werst possible times, an increase of Ex- 
ecutive power, and a consequent increase of dan- 

erto civil liberty. You began with promises to 
fill the pockets of the people, and you end with 
emptying theirs and filling your own. 

Inow proceed, sir, to the object which constituted 
the main purpose of my rising at this time. I have 
hitherto considered the bill, as its friends in the Se- 


nate represent it, as a measure simply for exacting | 


specie, keeping it in the custody of officers of the 
Government, and disbursing it in a course of ad- 
ministration. [mean now to show that, whatever its 
friends here may profess or believe, the bill lays the 
foundations deep and broad of a Government bank 
—ů 


the President. Let us first cefine a bank. 


Treasury bank, under the sole management of ` 
It may `: 


have three faculties, separately or combined. The | 
faculty of issues, entering into and forming a part | 
of the circulating medium of the country; that of | 


receiving deposites; and that of making discounts. 
Any one of these three faculties makes it a bank; 
and by far the most important of the three is that 
of the power of issues. That this bill creates a 
bank of issues, I most sincerely believe, and shall 
now attempt to prove, and the proof will be first 
extraneous, and secondly intrinsic. 

As to the extraneous proof, I rely upon the re- 
peated declarations of the late President of the 
United States in his annual messages. On more 
than one occasion he stated the practicability of 
establishing a bank on the revenue ofthe Govern- 
ment, andto be under the superintendence cf the 
Secretary of the Treasury. And when he vetoed 


the charter of the late Bank of the United States, « 


he expressly declared thai, if Congress had applied 


tohim, he could have furnished the scheme of a ` 


bank free from all constitutional objections; doubt- 
less meaning a Treasury bank. The present 
Chief Magistrate and the present Secretary of the 


Treasury have, also, repeatedly, in language, in ` 


their messages and reports, characteristically am- 
biguous, it is true, but sufficiently intelligible, inti- 
mated the facilities which the commerce and busi- 
ness of the country would derive from the drafts 


issued by the Treasurer in virtue of this bill. The | 


party, its press, and its leaders, haye constantly 
pat this Sab-Treasury scheme in competition with a 
Bank of the United Sta'es, and contended that the 
issue was Sab-Treasury or Bank of the United 
States. Bat how can they be compared or come 
in competition with each other, if the most impor- 
tant fuaction of a bank cf the United States, that 
of supplying a medium of general circulation and 
ae value, is not to be performed under this 

i 

I pass to the more important, and, I think, con- 
elusive proof, supplied by the provisions themselves 
of the bill. After providing that all money paid to 
Government for duties, public lands, and other 
dues, shall be deposited with the Treasurer of the 


United States, the receivers general and the mints, | 


the tenth section enacts: 

“That it shall be lawful for the Secretary of the 
Treasury to transfer the moneys in the hands of any. 
depositary hereby constituted, to the Treasury of 
the United States; to the Mint at Philadelphia; te 
the Branch Mint at New Orleans; or to the offices 
of either of the receivers general of public moneys, 
by this act directed to be appointed, to be there 
safely kept, according to the provisions of this act; 
and also to transfer moneys in the hands of any one 
depositary constituted by this act, to any other depc- 
sitary constituted by the same, at his discretion, and 
as the safety of the public moneys and the conve- 
nience of the public service shall seem to him to re- 
quire; whieh authority to transfer the moneys be- 
longing to the Post Office Department is also here- 
by conferred upon the Postmaster General, so far as 
Ms exercise by him may be consistent with the pro- 
Visions of- existing laws; and every depositary con- 
stituted by this act shal! keep his accoant of the 
money paid to er deposited with him, belonging to 

-the Post Office Department, separate and distinct 
from the account kept by him of other public mo- 
Neys so paid er deposited. And for the purpose of 
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payments oa the public account, it shall be lawfu 
for the Treasurer of the United States to draw upon 
any of the said depesitaries, as he may think most 
conducive to the public interests, or to the conve- 


` nience of the public creditors, or both.” 


S aai 


` public money will be constantly in deposite. 


Thus is the Secretary invested with unlimited 
authority to transfer the public money from one 
depositary to another, ang to concentrate it all, if 
he pleases, at a single point. 
provision, the city of New York necessarily must 
be the place at which the largest portion of the 
It 
collects alone about two-thirds of duties on im- 
ports, and is becoming, if it be not already, the 
money centre of the United States. Itis notin- 


. dispensable, to create a bank of issues, that the 
'; place ef issue and the place of payment should be 


` consequence. 


identical. 
city, and the place of payment may be at a diffe- 
rent and even distant city. Nor is the form of 
the paper material, so as to carry it into the gene- 
ral circulation of the money of the country. 
Whether it be in the shape of bank notes, bank 
‘checks, post notes, or Treasury drafts, is of no 
If there be confidenee in it, and 
the. paper be of convenient amount, passes by 
delivery, and entitles the holder to demand the 
specie upon its face, at his pleasure, it will enter 
into the general circulation; and the extent of. its 
circulation will be governed by the amount issued, 
and the confidence which it enjoys. 

I presume that no one will contest these princi- 
ples. 


, bill. The last clause of the tenth section, already 


|| the convenience of the public creditor. 
i are given to him. 


: they will be at par. 


cited, declares: 

« And for the purpose of payments on the pub- 
lic account, it shall be lawful for the Treasurer of 
the United States to draw upon any of the said de- 
positaries as he may think most conducive to the 
public interests, or to the convenience of the public 
creditors, or both.” 

Here is no restriction whatever as to the amount 
or form of the draft. 
his making it for $100, or $50, or $10. There is 


nothing to prevent the use of bank paper; and the | 


draft will have the number of signatures usual to 
bank paper. 
surer, Register, and Comptroller. 


| Now sir, let me suppose thata citizen has ade- | 
: mand upon the Government for $5,000, and ap- 


plies to the Treasurer for payment., On what re- 
ceiver-general will you, he will be asked, have the 
amount? On the receiver-general at New York. 
In what sum? One-half of the sum in drafts of 
$100, and the other in drafts of $50. The Trea- 
surer cannot lawfully decline furnishing the re- 
quired drafts. He is bound by the Jaw to consult 
The drafts 


There is not a spotin the whole circumference of 
the United States, in which these drafts will not 
command a premium or be at par. Every where to 


the south and west of New York they will || 
command a premium of from one-fourth to two || 
Every where, east and north, | 
What, I again ask, will tke : 


and a half per cent. 


holder do with them? ‘Will he commit the indis- 
cretion or folly of cashing these drafts, and expose 


himself to the hazard and inconvenience of losing 
i or carrying the specie about him? 


No such thing. 
Being every where better than, or equal to, specie, 
he will retain the drafts and carry them with him 
to his home, and use them in his business. What 
I have supposed likely to be done by one, will be 
done by every creditor of the Government. These 
drafts, to a considerable extent, will remain out, 
enter the general circulation, and compose a part 
of the common currency of the country, command- 
ing at particular places, as notes of the Bank of 
the United States have done, and now do, a pre- 
miom, but any where being certainly good for the 
amount on their face. All this is perfectly plain 
and inevitable. And the amount of this element 
of Government drafts, in the general currency of 
tbe country, will be somewhat governed by the 
amount of the annual disbursements of the Go- 
vernmen!. In the early administration ef this 
Treasury bank, its paper will command general 
and implicit confidence. It will be as much better 


The issue of the paper may beatone , 


There is nothirg to prevent ; senle . 
‘| equal amount of Government paper in circulation. 


What will he do with them? 


Re ttn nage nh nonce ack ere» nen 
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than the paper of the Bank of the United States 
or the Bank of England, as the resources of the 
United States are superior to those of any mere 
private corporation. Sub-treasurers and receivers- 
general may fly with the public money com- 
mitted to their charge—may peculate or spe- 
culate as they please, and unlike the con- 


: dition of banks, whose fraudulent officers squan- 


der the means of these institutions, the nation re- 


` mains bound for the redemption of all paper issued 
‘ under its authority. But the paper of the late 


Let us apply them to the provisions of this ` b 
> notes, as they may be called, remain out’ in circu- 


Bank of the United States acquired a confidence 
every where, more or less, in and out of the United 
States. It was received in Canada,.in Europe, 
and at Canton. The Government drafts upon re- 
ceivers-general will have a much more sure and 
extensive circulation. Who will doubt their pay- 
men'? Who will question the honor and good 
faith of the United States in their redemption? 
The bankers of Europe—the Rothschilds and the 


| Barings—will receive them without hesitation, and 
| prefer them to the specie which they represent, 


whenever the rate of exchange is not decidedly 
against this country, because they can be more 
safely and conveniently kept than specie itself. 
And, with respect to our State banks, these Trea- 
sury drafts will form the basis of their operations. 
They will be preferred to specie, because they will 
be more convenient and free from the hazards in- 
cident to the possession of specie. The banks will 
require no more specie than the wants of the com- 


| munity for change make necessary. 


Tous, sir, will these Government drafts, or bank 


lation. The issues of the first year, under appro- 


` priations of the public revenue, will be followed by 


the issues of succeeding years. More and more 
will it be perceived to be needless and indiscreet to 
cash them; and more and more will the specie of 


the country accumulate in the custody of the re- 


It, will or may be signed by the Trea- `; 


| Mant specie capital. 


-bnnk or not! - 


: ceivers-general, until, after a few years, the greater 
| part of the specie of the country will be found in 


the vaults of the depositaries, represented by an 


I can conceive of no case or motive but one for 


. withdrawing the specie from the vaults of the de- 


positaries, and that is, when, from an unfavorable 
state of our foreign trade, the course of foreign ex- 
change is much against us; and then this system 
will furnish great facilities to the export of the pre- 
cious metals. 

In process of time, it will be seer, as was ob- 
served with respect to the Bank of Amsterdam, that 
there is a much larger amount of specie in depo- 
site with the receivers-general than is likely to be 
called for by the paper representing it in circula- 
tion, in the common transactions of the business 
and commerce of the country. And what has 
been done before will be done again. Govern- 
ment, in a time of necessity, will be tempted to in- 
crease its paper issues upon the credit of this dor- 
It will be tempted again and 
again to resort to this expedient, since it is easier to 
make emissions of paper than to lay the burden of 
taxation on the people. The history of Ameriean 
paper money, during the Revolution, of French 
assignats and of Government banks, throughout 
the world, tells the whole tale, and gives you the de- 
nouement. 

But we shall be informed, as has been insisted, 
that this bili cautiously guards against the degene- 
racy of the system into a Government bank, by the 
provision centained in the 23d section, enjoining 
the Secretary of the Treasury ‘‘to issue and publish 
regulations to enforce the speedy presentation of 
all Government, drafts for payment at the places 
where payable; and to prescribe the time, accord- 
ing to the ciffrrent distances of the depositaries 
from the seat of Government, within which all 
drafts upon them respectively shall be presented for 
payment, and in default of such presentation, to 
direct any other mode and place of payment which 
he may deem proper.” 
i Then it is hi anand upon the Seeretary of the 


f 


Treasury whether we are to have a Government 
‘We are delivered over to the ten- 
der mercies of his legislation in the form of the re- 
gulations which he may choose to issue and publish! 
And, the extraordinary power 18 vested in him, if 
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any dare vio'ate his regulations, of denouncing tte 
severe penalty of receiving payment “in any other 
mode and place which he may deem proper.” 
Now, sir, between a draft on the receiver general at 
St. Louis and at New York, there will be a diffe- 
rence at all times of at least two per cent. andat 
some periods a much greater difference. Is it fit- 
ting—is it in accordance with the genius of free 
jnstitations, with the spirit of a country of laws, to 
confide such a power to a mere Secretary of the 


Treasury? What a power is it not to reward politie 


cal friends or punish political enemies ! 


But, sir, I look at the matter of this restriction in . 


‘a higher point of view. You cannot maintain it. 
Why should you? You have provided all the 
means, as you profess to believe, of perfect security. 
for the custody of the public money in these public 
depositaries. Why should you require the holder 
of a Government draft, often ignorant of the legis- 
lation of the Secretary of the Treasury, to present 
it for payment by a given day, under a severe pe- 
nalty, depending upon his diseretion? Will not the 
inconvenience to the community, of a precise day 
and a short day, for the presentation of the draft be 
vastly greater than that of the public in retaining 
the money for an indefinite day, until it suits the 
holder’s convenience to demand payment? And 
will you not be tempted to keep possession of the 
specie, for the incidental advantages which it af- 
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the just horror which the people ente:tain f a Go- 
vernment bank, may prompt the Secretary of the 


masks i's true features. A Government bank may 


' notsuddenly burst upon us, but there it is, embodied 


in this bill. And it is not the least objection to the 
measure, that it depends upon the discretion of a 


` Secretary of the Treasury to retard or accelerate 


the commencement of its operation, at his plea- 
sure. Let the re-zlection of the present Chief Ma- 
gistrate be secured, and you will soon see the bank 
disclosing its genuime character. But, thanks be to 
God, there is a day of reckoning at hand. Ali the 
siens of the times clearly indicate its approach. 
And on the 4h day of March, in the year of our 
Lord 1841, I trust that the long account of the 
abuses and corruptions of this Administration, in 
which this measure will be a conspicuous item, will 
be finally and forever adjusted. 

Mr. President, who is to have the absolute con- 
trol of this Government bank? We have seen, 
withia a few years past, a most extraordinary pow- 
er asserted and exercised. We have seen, in a 
free, representative, Republican Government, the 
power claimed by the Execu'ive, and it is now dai- 
ly enforced, of dismissing all officers of the Govern- 
ment, without any other cause than a mere differ- 
ence of opinion. No matter what may be the me- 


; rits of the officer; no matter how long and how 


fords? Ah! sir; are we to overlock the possible ` 


uses to which, in corrupt days of the Republic, | 


this dormant specie may be applied in the crisis of ` 
& political election or the crisis of the existence of . 


@ party in power? 

Congress will be called upon, imperatively called 
upen, by the people, to abolish all restrictions 
which the Secretary of the Treasury may promul- 
gate for the speedy presentation for payment of Go- 
vernment drafts. The wants of the peopleand the 


necessity of the country for a paper medium, pos- | 


sessing a uniform value, and. capable of general 
circulation, will demand it at your hands, and you 
will be most ready to grant the required boon. 
We should regard the system according to its true 
and inherent character, and not be deceived by 
provisions, inevitably temporary in their nature, 
which the policy or the prudence of its authors 
may throw around it. The greatest want of this 
country, at the present period, in its circulating 
medium, is some convertible paper, which, at every 
extremity of the Union, will command the confi- 
dence of the public, and circulate without deprecia- 
tion. Such a paper will be supplied in the form 
of these Government drafts. 

But if the restriction whieh 1 have been consider- 
ing could be enforced and continued, it would not 
alter the bank characier of this measure. Bank or 
no bank is a question not depending upon the du- 
ration of time which its issues remain out, but upon 
the office which they perform whilst out. The 
notes of the Bank of the United States of Pennsyl- 
vania are not deprived of their character of com- 
posing a part of the circulating medium of the 
country, although they might be returned to the 
bank in some ten or twenty days after their issue. 

I know that it has been argued, and will! be ar- 
gued again, at that all times since the commencement 
of the Government the practice of the Treasury has 
been to issue its drafts upon the public depositaries; 
that these drafis have not heretofore circulated as 
money; ahd that, if they now do, it is an incident 
which attaches no blame to the Government. 

But heretofore these drafts were issued upon 
banks, and the holders of them passed them to their 
credit with the banks, or received payment in bank 
notes. The habit of the country—and habit is a 
great thing—was to use bank notes. Moreover, 
there were bank notes of every kind in :use—those 
which were local and those which were general in 
their credit and circulation. Now, having no Bank 
of the United States in existence, there are no bank 
notes which maintain the same value, and com- 
mand the public confidence, throughout the Union. 
You create, therefore, an inexorable necessity for 
the use of Government drafis asa medium of gen- 
eral citculation, and argue from a state of things 
when no such necessity existed ! 

The protestations of the friends of the bill in this 
Chamber, the denunciations of its opponents, and 
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Treasury slowly and slyly to hft the veil which | 
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his safest course is to mould his opinions and shape , 
his conduct so as to phase the President—every 
one of them knowing verfectly that, if dismissed, 


` he is without the possibility of any remedy or re- 


dress whatever. In such a deplorable state of 
things, this Government Bank will be the mere 
bank of the President of the United States. He wil] 
be its Presipent, Casnier, and TELLER. Yes, sir, 


. this complete subjection of all the subordinate offi- 


cers of the Government to the will of the President, 
will make him sole Director, President, Cashier, 
and Teller of this Government Bank. The so much 
dreaded union of the purse and the sword will at 
last be consummated; and the usurpation by which 


` the public deposites in 1837 were removed, by the 
! advancement of the one, and the removal of ano- 


faithfully he may have served the public; no mat- - 


ter what sacrifices he may have made; no matter 
how incompetent, from age and poverty, he may be 
to gain asubsistence for himself and his family; he 
is driven. out to indigence and want, for no other 
reason than that he differs in opinion with the 
President on the Sub-Treasury, or some other of 
the various experiments upon the prosperity of 
this people. But this is not ail. If you call upon 


him, ia any particular instance, to exercise this 
tremendous power of dismission, wrapping himself 
up in all the dignity and arregance of royal majesty, 
he refuses to assign any reason whatever, and tells 
you that it is his prerogative! That you have no 
right to interrogate him as to the motives which 
have prompted him in the exercise of any of his 
constitutional powers! Nay, more: if you apply to 
a subordinate—a mere minion of power—to inform 
you why he has dismissed any of his subordinates, 
he replies that he will not communicate the grounds 
of his action. I have understood that, in more 
cases than one, the person acting as Postmaster 
General has refused this session to inform m«mbers 
of Congress of the grounds on which he has dit- 
missed deputy postmasters. We have witnessed 


ther Secretary of the Treasury, will not only be 
finally legalized end sanctioned, but the enormity 
of the danger of that precedent will be transcended 
by a deliberate act of the Congress of the United 
States! ; 

Mr. President, for ten long years we have been 
warring against the alarming growth of Exeeuiive 
power; but, alhough we have been occasionally 
cheered, it has been constantly advancisg and 
never receding. You may talt as you please 
about bank expansions. There has been no per- 
nicious expansion in this ccuntry like that of Execu- 
live power; and, unlike the operations of banks, 
this power never has any periods of contraction, 


=- You may denounce as you please the usurpations 


of Cengress. There has been no usurpation but 
that of the Executive, which has been both of the 
powers of pines co-ordinate departmenis of this 
Governmenland upon the States. There scarcely 
emains any power in this Government but that of 
he Presideat. He suggests, originates, controls, 


` checks every thing. The insatiable spirit of the 
the President to state the reasons which induced -: 


Stuarts, for power and prerogaiive, was brought 


: upon our American throne on the 4th of March, 
- 1829. Itcame under all the usual false and bypo- 


critical pretences and disguises of love of the peo- 
ple, desire of reform, and diffidence of power. The 
Scotch dynasty still continues. We have had 
Charles the First, and now have Charles the Se- - 
cond. But I again thank God that our deliverance 
is not distant; and that, on the 4th of March, 1841, 
a great and glorious revolution, without blood and 


. without convulsion, will ke achieved. 
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In the House of Representatives, April 27, 1840—On 


the application of this power to a Treasurer of the | 
United States recently, without the pretence of his i 


failure to discharge the public duties, al! of which 
he performed with scrupulous exactness, honor, and 
probity. 


And what, sir, is the consequence of a power so l 
claimed and so exercised?. The first is,that, in a ` 


country of Censtitution and Laws, the basis and 
the genius of which ere that there is, or should be, 
the most perfect responsibil.ty on the part of every, 
even the highest functiouary, here is a vast power, 
daily exercised with the mest perfect impunity, and 
without the possibility of arraigninga guilty Chief 
Magistrate. 
brought to trial if he will not disclose, and you have 
no adequate means of ascertaining, the grounds on 
which he has acted? 

The next consequence is, that, as all the officers 


the General Appropriation Bill. 
Mr. Chairman: It is now, I believe, about four 
weeks since the House resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole upon this bill; and during all 


: that time, day after day, and night after night, I 


have been a silent but attentive looker on in this 
unrivalled scene of contention. The first two da 

of the discussion conyinced me, sir, that we of the 
Opposition could prgpose no amendment, use no 


: .fect the determinagion of the majority to pass the 


For how can he be impeached or ; 


of Government, who hold their offices by the te ` 


nure to which I allude, hold them at the President’s 


mercy, and without the possibility of finding any . 
redress if they are dismissed without cause, they , 


become his pliant creatures, and feel that they are 
bound implicitly to obey his will. 

Now, sir, put this Government Bank into opera- 
tion, and who are to be charged with the adminis- 
tration of its operations? The Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Treasurer of the United States, the 
Register avd the Comptroller of the Treasury, and 
the receivers general, etc. Every one of them 
holding his office at the pleasure and mercy of the 
President—every one of them, perbaps, depending 
for bis bread upon the will of the Presideni—every 


. one of them taught, by sad experience, to know that 


: and Means It 
perceive thatthe 


_ Jessness, whi 


argument, which a in the slightest degree af- 


bill in the form reported by the Committee of Ways 
quired no stretch of intellect to 


every pro 
this hour, 


but a contingiation of the disgraceful scene with 


' which our sifting opened; and it is now lamentably 


_ palpable t 


a Congress which commenced in rev- 
olution, rigf, and anarchy, must terminate in dis- 
orderand disgrace. Nothing beneficial tothe people 
need be expected ; for this Hall, which was intended 


: for deliberation, for discussion, for legislative ac- 


tion, is converted into a mere arena for the display 
of the gladiatorial feeling of party, With every. 
feeling of my heart, I respond to the language of 
my honorable friend from Virginia (Mr. Borres) 
when: on a former occasion, he said, “I wish to. 
God, from my very heart and soul, that our con- 
stituents, especially such of them as are friendly to 
this Administration, were thronging our galleries. 

Yes, sir, they would soon see who it is that has 
caused Gon gress to become a byword anda reproach. 
Who, sir, is accountable for these scenes, and for 
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this delay of the public business? Who, sir, is 
chargeable with introducing and suffering this un- 
rliamentary and unprofitable discussion? Sir, 
the countenances of the prominent Administration 
members give the reluctant answer. They know 
that they commenced and prosecuted this partisan 
debate. They cannot deny that they encoyraged 
it, The gentleman from Obio (Mr. Drncan) knows 
that he commenced it. If I do him injustice by this 
accusation, he or any of his friends may correct me. 
No, sir, it cannot be denied. Without the slightest 
rovocation, and without one word having been said 
k the Opponion on the subject, he, for one whole 
day, violently assailed the character of General 
Harrison ; exhibited caricatures—vile filthy daubs, 
manufactured by his own party for political effect; 
disgusted and fatigued us with'the execrable rhymes 
of some wretched ‘“ballad-monger;” read sefaps 
from outcast newspapers, which, until now, were 
rotting in the oblivion tu which they were tong since 
consigned by the universal consent of all decent 
men. Sir, for days the friends of the Administra- 
tion inflicted upon us the same stale, stereotyped 
speeches, which have served their purposes, in 
every need, for the last few years, The “anti-bank,” 
“anti-monopoly,” “ anti-associated-wealth” speech 
was recited by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. WEL- 
ter ;) and I mean no disrespect to the gentleman 
when I say that I have unhappily been compelled 
to listen to that speech upon at least one hundred 
different occasions. I hope, most sincerely hope, 
that I have heard it for the last time. The gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Parmenter) 
proached another favorite theme of the Adminis- 
tration, making known his horror of the Hartford 
Convention; and on this interminable topic, tested 
for hours the patience of the committee. The gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire (Mr. Aruerton) who 
so frequently professes to abhor irrelevancy in de- 
bate, occupied, for hours, the attention of such as 
covo listen, by reading from sundry British essays, 
pamphlets, and reviews, &c.; among which I re- 
collect Blackwood’s Magazine occupied a very con- 
spicuons place; and, not content with hours thus 


wasted, the gentleman must have the benefit of an ` 
adjournment, in spite. of the remonstrances of” 


myself and others; and, on the next day, with re- 
freshed energy and renewed vigor, continued to in- 
flict upon us the punishment of listening to his dull, 
unmeaning, and irrelevant quotations. The hono- 
rable gentleman from Maine, (Mr. CLIFFoRD,) 
despite the agony depicted on every countenance 
aroond him, unfeelingly introduced: another sub- 
ject, on which all Administration men are eloquent— 
“The History of the Federal and Democratic Par- 
ties;” and hour after hour was consumed in read- 
ing from and descanting on all the partisan writers 


ofthe first thirty years of our Government. Sir, 


inst this waste of time I must distinctly protest, 
because the party in power published some years 
since a pamphlet under this title. It was compiled 
under the supervision of its choice spirits, and was 
sown broadcast and preron over the whole 
land, particularly in the west. I have a copy of it 
now before me. I therefore think this new edition 
by the gentleman from Maine quite unnecessary, 
espeeially as it is much inferior to the first; and, 
sit, I would, with due deference, suggest to gentle- 
men that, if they wish to recommend themseives to 
Executive favor, by becoming partisan authors and 
pamphlet scribblers, would it not be better that they 
should betake themselves to the closet, and in that 
fetirement scrawl to their heart’s content. Thous- 
ands of dollars could be thus saved to the people, 
and yet the public receive the benefit of their vast 
knowledge and literary gieanings. But, sir, the 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. J. aston Oe d 
all his compeers in the ingenuity of his cruelty; 
for, in spite of all entreaty andal! remonstrance, he 
caused to be read to us one whole newspaper and 
parts of several others. The “ Nashville nion” 
was, I believe, the name of the paper which he 
mer informed us he should adopt as a part of 
his speech. To this, sir, I have no objection. Gen- 
tlemen may adopt ang bantling they please. I care 
not what its color or its origin; but I do wish that 
séme rule could be devised, whereby gentlemen 
could be permitted to give us these pamphlets, and 
reviews, and newspapers, and old songs; by the tille. 
Then, sir, a bill providing for the civil and diplo- 
mati¢ expenses of the Government might be dis- 
and disposed of in somewhat less time than 

forty days and niha, ‘and some exhibitions might 
be avoided, which, to say the least of them; reflect 
any thing but credit upon us as legislators, I could 
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proceed, sir, to name many other gentlemen of the 
Administration party who occupied day after day 
without one moment’s reference tothe subject before 
the committee. Icould prove, beyond the possibility 


of denial, that a very large portion of the misspent 
‘time of which the people are justly complaining 


was occupied bythe declaimers of the Administra- 


tion party. Yet, sir, the organ of that party, with 
unparalleled efirontery, accuses the Opposition of : 


procrastination, of wasting time unnecessarily, and 
its petty satellites throughout the Union echo the 
baseless charge, notwithstanding the facts which I 
have here stated stand uncontroverted by any gen- 
tleman on this floor. 


There is, Mr. Chairman, one gentleman of the 
Administration party who participated largely in 
this debate, who is not obnoxious to the charge I 
have made: it is the honorable chairman of the 
Ways and Means, (Mr. Jones.) I must, in justice 


to that gentleman, say, that he attempted to curb 


and repress the reckless spirits with whom he is 
unfortunately associated. But dignity and common 
sense, and courtesy of manners, have but little in- 
fluence with them; and, therefore, his counsels 
and his example passed unheeded. I, sir, well un- 
derstand the object of those who have polluted this 
atmosphere with their ribaldry and misrepresenta- 
tions. They think that they are working wonders 
in their daily labor of manufacturing political 
capital forthe Presidential election. They suppose 
that the people will implicitly believe any slander 
they may utter. They imagine that, under the im- 
posing title of a Congressional name, any absurdit 
will pass current in the country; and this, sir, is 
the manner in which they carry on their machi- 
nations. 

A base falsehood is manufactured at the fountain- 
head. It is then inserted in some contemptible 
newspaper in an obscure corner of the country, or 


| blazoned forth in staring characters in the “ Official 


organ,” as the occasion may demand. It then takes 
the rounds of the Administration journals, with such 
comments as suit the political atmosphere in which 


itappears. If it succeeds in poisoning the public ` 


mind, the object is accomplished, and the party re- 


joice, and are satisfied with the result of their la- | 
rs. But if the good sense of the people, distrust- ` 
- ful of the base source from which it emanates, ; 


should hesitate to receive the falsehood—if, in 
anxious inquiry after truth, the honest yeoman 


of the nation demand proof of the charge preferred, ` 


or assertion made, and the slander receives but a 
momentary check, then, sir, the eye of the Admin- 
istration is cast upon Congress, and some supple 
tool is selected to become the “ Congressional en- 
dorser.” Then, sir, in the shape of a speech made 
upon this floor, and with increased malignity, and 
improved venom, it is poured forth to the wortd. 
And from what I have witnessed, there certainly 
is much competition for the honor of serving as the 
sewer of the party, through which all the filth of 
the Administration shall pass into this Hall, and 
from this to the country. Upon this occasion, I 
will say, that more than one of the organs selected 


have shown themselves to be of fitting material, | 


not to be the sewer only, but the reservoir of all the 
pestilential misrepresentations of the Adminis- 
tration. 


I cannot notice what different gentlemen have | 
said. I had not intended to have opened my lips | 


during this debate; but after what has fallen from 


the gentlemen from Ohio (Mr. Duncan) and from : 
Virginia (Mr. Hopxms) I should consider myself | 


as remiss in duty did Inotsaya few words in reply. 
The first of these gentlemen is the acknowledged 
idol of the party and the especial object of their 
reverence. 


more recently installed as a priest in their political | 


temple. Both have figured conspicuously on this 
occasion, and have succeeded in throwing into the 
shade all other aspirants to the title of party leaders. 
Of the speech of the gentleman from Ohio I will 
say but little. All that part of it impeaching the 


civil and military character of General Harrison ©: 


is but a compilation of the slanders which have 
appeared again and again in the Administration 
prints, and have so often been refuted that further 
notice of them might possibly raise their authors 
“to the dignity of a decent man’s contempt.” I 


have no wish to give them even that importance, 


but shall content myself with replying to theattacks . 


made upon General Harrison by the gentleman 
from Virginia, both in his speech and in his letter 
to Colonel Piper, which, having] been published in 


a 


y 


, ter to Col. Piper. 


The latter, not less beloved, because ; again repeated. Page 4, I find he speaks of the in- 


| fluence of the banks, and of the “whole dynasty of 
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pamphlet form, and aliuded to on this floor, is 
legitsmately a subject for criticism. 

I perceive, Mr. Chairman, that the last Globe 
contains the speech of the gentleman from Ohio, 
and that, in recommending the speech to the pub- 
lic, its editor says, “it has a spice of coarseness 
suited tothe Western people.” 1 presume, sir, that 
our people of the West will fully appreciate the 
compliment paid to their taste. I, sir, have yet to 
learn that our people are less intelligent, or less 
observant of the decencies and proprieties of life, 
than the people of other portions of the Union; and 


. Ihave greatly mistaken their character if any re- 


spectable man of any party will countenance and 
approve any such vile garbage as is contained in 


- this specimen of coarseness issued to suit the taste 


of the West. Could I overcome my repugnance 
to read such ribaldry, I would give the committee 
some “beautiful extracts” from ihis speech; but I 
should then, be compelled to pollute my printed re- 
marks with their insertion, and, theretore, I for- 
bear. At the suggestion of a gentleman immedi- 
ately before me, I will, however, read one extract, 
assuring the committee that I mean no contempt 
by its introduction: 

# Mary Rogers are a case, 

And so are Sally Thompson; 

General Jackson are a horse, 

And so are Coloné! Johnson.” 


This, sir, is aspecimen of Congressional speech 
making, and if it is not coarse enough to suit the 
taste of the most vulgar, the gentleman will, doubt- 
less, upon another trial, improve both his style and 
his rhymes. With the aid of other kindred spirits, 
he will, doubtless in his next effort, favor us with 
something still more disgusting and foolish. 

I, Mr. Chairman, as a Western man, have watch- 
ed with something both of sorrow and of anger, the 
continued insults which have been offered to the 
West, since General Harrison became a candidate. 


| No sooner was his name announced, than we were 
| sneeringly told that he was but a “ paltry Log Ca- 
. bin Candidate ;” as though a residence in an humble 


dwelling constituted a crime, or at least a disquali- 
fication for office. Another writer of the A min- 
istration, defending this scornful allusion to the 
people of the West, speaks of the tenants of the log 
cabins as “having souls suited to the dirt hovels in 
which theylive.” And now, sir, the most loathsome 
trash is published under the name of a speech, and 
it is said by the official organ that its coarseness will 
suit the Western people. l 

Sir, I know the le who are the objects of this 


; eop 
_ continued abuse. f know {pill well the answer they 


will. give to these pampered menials of power. 
They await impatiently the coming of November 


; next; and then, sir, with one simultaneous thunder- 
_ shout of indignation, will they pronounce the death- 


doom of the Administration which, not content 
with injuring, has dared to insult them. _ 

And now, sir, I will turn my attention to the 

entleman from Virginia, (Mr. Hoprins,) and al- 
though I could wish to follow him closely, and ex- 
amine his position minutely, this, sir, is im ossible, 
both from the lateness of the hour, and from thé 
multiplicity of subjects introduced by the gentle- 
man, doubtless to evade the true issue now pend- 


| ing. But, sir, as I had anticipated, the currency 
| question was the principal theme of his discourse ; 


and all the distress and ruin now universal through 
the country, is attributed to the banks. This is al- 
ways the cry—over-issues; contraction and expan- 
sion; excessive imports; small exports; heartless 


| corporations; combined wealth. These never vary- 


ing and never failing catch-phrases the gentleman 
uses in profusion, both in his speech and in his let- 
In the latter, I find it again and 


associated wealth.” Page 9, he is again opposed to 
the whole “dynasty of associated wealth.” Page 
10, he speaks of a “ powerful combination of bodies, 
artificial,” &c. Again,the banks “combine against 
the Administration.” And again, he tells of “com- 
bined encroachments.” And, page 11, “ incorpo- 
rated wealth never cloys.” Mr. hairman, we all. 
understand for what purpose these changes are 
rung. I at inclined to think, sir, that the people 
of this country understand that it is an attempt to 
enlist their prejudices rather than their jud ments. 
And further, sir, I think the gentleman underrates 
their common sense, by supposing that he can, by 
this ruse, prevent them from examining into the 
causes of their present troubles.” The’ éntleman 
says that there heve been over-issues by the banks; 


732 
26ru Cone....Ist Sess. 


Appropriation Bill—Mr. Proft. * ; 


over-trading by the people, &c. I, sir, have not 
time to investigate this matter closely; but it has 
been examined repeatedly, both in this and the last 
Congress, and proved beyond the ibility of a 
doubt, that the destruction of the Bank of the United 
States, and the after policy of the Administration, 
caused those _over-issues of which the gentleman 


complains. The very state of things now existing, | 


was predicted by the Opposition previous to its de- ` 
struction. We were told, sir, by the friends of the ` 


then existing Administration, that the State corpo- | 
rations would furnish a detéer currency; that money — 


would be more plentiful; and that 
all gold or silver—no bank paper. 
was the bill rechartering ihe Bank of the United 


money wasto be | 
But no sooner | 


States vetoed, and the deposites removed from its — 


care, than we had message afler message Jaudin 

the State banks. - In 1834, the President proclaime 

to Congress that “the State banks are found full 

adequate to the performance of all sewices whic 

were required of the Bank of the United States, 
gnie as ponni and with the same cheapness.” 
n 1835, the President in his message again assures 
Congress that the State banks continued to realize 
every expectation entertained of their capacity to 
serve the pu of Government. In 1836, the 
President again tuld Congress that the State banks 
still performed all the duties required of them. 
Every Administration paper in the Union echoed 
their praise. The Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. 
Taney, urged upon the several deposite banks to 
INCREASE their discounts, and gave as a reason, that 
" the deposites of the public will enable you to 
afford increased facilities.” Banks were selected 
as public depositories, merely on account of the 
party bias of those who controlled their affairs, as 
will appear by the published correspondence of 
certain institutions in New York, and other parts 
of the Union. According to the recommendation 


of the Secretary of the Treasury, they did extend | 
their issues and speculation—unprecedented ex- | 
Then came the specie | 


the Opposi- | 


pansion became the result. 

` circular; and the very crisis which 
tion had always predicted, fell with appalling force 
upon us; and ever since that time the country, like 
a drunken man, has been reeling to and fro under 
the influence of the noxious draught administered 
by the Hobs empirics of thatday. This, sir, is 
a brief sketch of the causes of the over-issues to 
which are attributed the present embarrassments 
of the country. Bat, sir, if mismanagement of 
banks, and over-issues, are to be alluded to in a 
party point of view, I would turn the attention of 
the gentleman to those States where the Adminis- 
tration party had the control. I will instance Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama, &c. Those States, sir, are edi- 
fying specimens of Administration financiering. 
It is useless, sir, to attempt to satisfy the people any 
longer with fine spun theories, or specious promi- 
ses. It is in vain to ask them tosubmit to any more 
experiments, They are determined to have a 
change in the Administration. They can recollect 
that but a few eae since they Aad a sound curren- 
oy good markets, and constant employment for 
their industry. They know that there has been 
mismanagement somewhere. Their present condi- 
tion cannot be rendered more distressing. Any 
change must be for the better, and therefore a 
change they will have. This, sir, is the language 
of common sense, as now coming from the mass of 
the people. 

But, sir, I perceive that the Administration party 
here affeet to sneer, as usual, at the assertion made 
by myself and others, that general distress pervades 

e country. I know, sir, that gentlemen have 
said that it is but imaginary. One gentleman, 
(Mr. Duncan,) in his speech, has told us that, if 
the people are embarrassed, he would advise them 
“to take off their coats, and go to work.” This 
language, Sif, may snit an Administration rolling 
in wealth and splendor. It may come with fitting 
grace from the supporters of men who are receiv- 
ing large salaries in gold and silver, and actually 
profiting by the derangement of the currency. But 

tell you, sir, that the people will know how to ap- 
preciate and to answer such unfeeling, heartless, 
cold-blooded, and insolent language. ‘They have 
had their coats off; they have labored; they have 
vainly used every effort to obtain the due reward 
of that Jabor; and now the products of the agricul- 
tural community are still remaining unsold, or, if 
disposed of, it has been at a ruinous sacrifice. And 
even now the farmer is sowing and planting with- 
out hope of remuneration. He knows not whether 
the sweat-drops of a long summer’s labor will avail 


him aught. In the present derangement of all busi- 
hess operations, the calculations even of the most 
sagacious fail; and yet gentlemen, as an answer to 


the every day’s experience of these truths, return, 


the old answer, that the Administration is not re- 
sponsible, and attribute it all tothe banks. Sir, the’ 
Administration is responsible. It is its exploded 
and exploding experiments which’ have occasioned 
this state of things. Its tamperings; its reckless 
disregard for every interest; its determination to 
sustain itself in power at every hazard; its execra- 
ble attempts to check the enterprise, and assimilate 
the condition of the American peopte to that of the 
monarchies af Europe. Sir, one week’s derange- 
‘ment of the active industry ‘of this country is a 


greater loss to the country than if you were to | 


throw the whole capital of the Bank of the United 
States into the Delaware. This, sir, is undenia- 
ble, and yet we have had not only weeks, but years, 
of constant derangement, and the consequences are 
now hanging darkly as a pall upon the country. 
But, sir, as the gentleman from Virginia is so 


loud in his denunciation of the banks, and now 


thinks that the public money ought by no means to 
be placed in their,keeping, I will read a passage 
from the report of the majority of the Investigating 
Committee; of which the gentleman was a.metn- 
ber, and with which majority he acted. After 


stating that the loss fo the Government of large ’- 
sums of money might have been avoided by depbs-, 


iung in the banks, on special deposite, and citing 
the Bank of America and the Manhattan Bank as 
having been used as depositories afier they suspend- 
ed specie payments, the committee, on page 72, say: 

“It is, then, apparent that, had the depositing 
system of banks been continued, Mr. Swartwout 
could not have had money beyond the collectfons 
ofa single week, exceeding the current expenses 
of his office, to have retained on going out of office: 
and the evidence of his not having diverted any 
previous to that time, and that all previous collec- 
tions'were in bank, would have been regularly de- 
rived from the banks, as well as in Mr.Swartwout’s 
official returns.” 


I shall have occasion, sir, to refer to this report 


again; but, in the meantime, I must remark that.. 


the gentleman’s opinions have certainly undergone 
a great change since the last session of Congress. 
It is useless for the gentleman to give asan excuse, 
that the banks have now suspended; for the report 
finds fault because the deposites were not made, 
even after they had suspended. 

But, sir, it is not my purpose to defend the banks. 
Iam in nowise identified with them; but the gen- 
Ueman having thought fit to accuse the Opposition 
of shifting ground, and acting inconsistently, I deem 
it my duty to deny the assertion, to investigate his 
course, and to ascertain whether he is not liable to 
the very charge he hasso unreservedly made against 


us. 

I would, Mr. Chairman, call the attention of the 
committee to the systematic deception which isnow 
practising upon the people of the United States, on 
tbe subject of the promised reforms in the curren- 
cy. The Administration leaders have now at least 
some half a dozen various schemes on which they 
are attempting to coin political capital. The Sen- 
ator from Missouri (Mr. Benton) is opposed to the 
issuing of any bank paper in bills under the denom- 
ination of one hundred dollars. The Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. CaLuocn) is out against all 
bank paper, and must have nothing but gold and 
silver. A Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. Bu- 
CHANAN) says that he is in favor of a mized curren- 
cy, but asks the Legislatures of the States to confer 
power on Congress to prohibit the issue of any notes 
under twenty dollars. Another Administration par- 
tisan in this House (Mr. Monreomery) proposes to 
issue ten dollar Treasury notes as currency, and this 
without one single dollar of specie basis. Look 
also, sir, at the action of the Legislatures under Ad- 
ministration. control—Pennsylvania, for instance. 


The Legislature meets, (the Van Buren party hav- - 


ing a large majority,) breathing vengeance against 
the banks; nothing will appease their wrath but 
immediate resumption or instant destruction. They 
meet, wrangle, scold, vow that banks are nuisances, 
and bank paper worthless rags; and terminate the 
session by borrowing some millions of bank paper, 
and allowing the banks their own time -to resume 
specie payment. They then go home and hold 
“indignation meetings,” and denounce one another 
as having acted traitorously to the party. And 
when, sir, I, as a stranger to Pennsylvania tactics, 
have asked some explanation of these seeming in- 
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consistencies, I have been told, Oh, never mind us: 
we will arrange it all; we understand the people of 
Pennsylvania. 

I will now take notice of the complaint made b 
the gentleman that the Opposition deal unfair] 
with the Administration, in giving to the public par- 
tial extracts from official documents. This charge 
sir, is unfounded; is unsupported b any proof; an 
I defy any gentleman to make good the accusation, 
I deprecate as much as any gentleman can, any 
such unfairness; and I consider any man who 
would Knowingly mislead the public mind, a fit ob. 
ject of scorn and contempt. i will read, sir, the 
document which has given the Administration par- 


| ty so much uneasiness, 


{OFFICTAL.)—-PUBLIC EXPENDITURE FROM 18% To 


Letter froni the Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a statement of expenditure, exclusive of the 
public debt, for each year, from 1824 to 1838. 


_ (June 28, 1838.—Read, and laid upon the table.) 


» Treasury DEPARTMENT, June 27, 1838. 

- Sır: In obedience to the resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 25th instant, I have the 
honor to “lay before the” House a statement show- 
ing.the amount of expenditure, exclusive of the pub- 
perk for each year, rou 1824 to 1838.” 

, am, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
on a LEVI WOODBURY. j 
` - Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. J. K. Poux, 3 


‘Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Statement showing the amount of expenditures of the 
United States, exclusive of the public debt, for each 
year, from 1824 to 1837, inclusive, stated in pursu- 
*ance of a resolution cay ie House of Representatives 

‘of the 25th June, 1838. 
~ $15,330,144 71 


For the year 1824 - 
fe} ` 


> D 1825 - 2 - 11,490,459 94 
Do 18% - - - 13,062,316 27 
- Do. 1997 - p - 12,653,095 65 
Do 1828 - : - 12,396,041 45 
Do 18% - x = 12,660,460 62 
Do ~ 1830 - z - 13,229,533 33 
Do 183I - ; - „13,864,067 90 
Do 1832 - i - “16,516,389 77 
Do 1833 - ; - 22,713,755 11 
Do 18% - : - 18,425,417 95 
Do 1835 - . - 17,514,950 28 
Do 1836 - - - 30,868,164 04 
Do 1837- : - #39, 164,745 37 


* Nore.—The foregoing sums include payments for 
trust fands and indemnities, which, in 1837, was 


$5,610,404 36. 
T. L. SMITH, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Register’s Office, June 27, 1838. 


Is there a gentleman on this floor who will rise 
in his place and say that tbis is not a full and com- 
plete document, as sent to Congress by the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury? Is there a word or figure miss- 
ing? Is there a syllable added? No, sir; it is the 
whole of an official report. What does it prove? 
That the expenditures of this Government, despite 
all the professions of economy, despite all the 

romises of retrenchment, have increased from 
$15,330,144 71 in 1824, to $39,164,745 37 in 1837, 
nearly threefold; and when, sir, we present this 
document to the people and ask their judgment up- 
on it, the Administration party complain of unfair- 
ness. bo 
_ The gentleman from Virginia, with much inge- 
nuity, attempts to evade. this plain demonstration of 
facts and figures, by explaining the causes which 
have led to this vast increase of the expenditures 
by the Administration. This, sir, he has a perfect 
right to do; and I, sir, have also a right to answer 
his explanations, and to show ghat, notwithstanding 
his ingenuity and tact at mystifying this subject, 
this Administration is responsible—justly censura- 
ble—for permitting and countenancing waste, ex- 
travagance, and peculation. . e 

Amongst other things, the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia quotes the Florida war as an item of “extra 
ordinary expenses,” and says that many of the Op- 

sition voted supplies. . I have not examined the- 
journal, neither shall I; for I consider it as quite 
immaterial who and what party voted for or against 
the appropriations. It is enough for me to know 


that a war with the Indians existed in Florida, and 
that the Government made estimates, ‘and demand- 
ed supplies. They were granted; and the Admin- 
istrauon is responsible for the manner of the ex- 
diture. Bat, sir, this is another instance of the 
fairness with which the Opposition are treated. If 
they vote supplies, they are accused of extrava- 
, and the President protests that Ae is not re- 
sponsible. Had they refused to vote the money de- 


manded by the Government, a want of patriotism . 


would have been ascribed to them, and they would 
have been branded as enemies of the country. But, 
Mr. Chairman, I will proceed to prove that the 
money appropriated by Congress for the prosecu- 
tion of this war has been most shamefully wasted ; 
and I will cite a few instances of the lavish extrav- 
ce which I charge upon the Administration. 

In Senate document, 2d session 25th Congress, vei. 
3, I find “a statement of contracts for fuel, erans- 
rtation, &c., for the Quartermaster’s department 
or 1837,” and signed “'T. Cross, Acting Quarter- 
master General.” Here, sir, T and, in part, how 


the éAirty millions have been expended in Florida. | 
I will give the committee a few items of steamboat : 


contracts for 1837 : 


For charter of steamboat Watchman, $450 per day, 
or $164,250 per annum. 
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people are told that all ofticers, from the President 
down, are strictly accountable. Yet we cannot ask 
how $30,000,000 of their money has been spent with- 
out being told by gentlemen that the Opposition vo- 


| ted supplies for the war, and that these expenditures 


are “extraordinary.” Truly, sir, they are “eztra- 
ordinary ;” and therefore it is that I demand a full 
and explicit statement as to their nature. : 

I am told, sir, that a steamboat was offered to the 
Government for about $14,000, and, refusing to pur- 
chase, ne chartered her until they paid some 
$72,000. am told, sir, that plank in several in- 
stances has cost #1 25 per foot, or $125 per hun- 


, dred feet, Also, that firewood has cost $50 per 


` For charter of steamboat Mobile, $465 per day, or `: 


Se 


$169,725 per annum. 
For charter of steamboat Anna Calhoun and two 
r day, or $146,000 per annum. 


barges, $400-pe 
For charter of steamboat Henry Cromwell, $300 — 


per day, or $109,500 per annum. 


For charter of steamboat Hyperion, $300 per day, | 


or $109,500 per annum. 

For charter of steamboat Leflore, $200 per day, or 
$73,000 per annum. 

For charter of steamboat Charleston, $3,750 per 
month, or $45,000 per annum. 

Forcharter of steamboat Florida, $3,000 per month, 
or $36,000 per annum. 


For charter of steamboat John McLean, $4,000 per 


month, or $48,000 per annum. 
or $48,000 per annum. 

For charter of steamboat James Adams, $4,000 per 
month, or $48,000 per annum. 


' Por charter of steamboat Altamaha, $5,000 per 


` of troops, forage, arms, 


month, or $60,000 per annum. 
For charter of steamboat 
moath, or $40,000 per aanum.. . 


In short, sir, by this document it appears that 
there Were CHARTERED, during the year 1837, thirty- 
five steamboats, forty-three schooners, two sloops, 
twenty-five brigs, six ships; making, in all, one hun- 
dred and eleven vessels chartered, during the year 
1837, for the prosecution of this Florida war—this 
war, sir, which we, a nation of millions, have waged 
for years with some 500 naked warriors. And, be- 
sides the one hundred and eleven vessels charter- 
ed, I find upwards of one hundred contracts, some 
of them of a very large amount, for transportation 
horses, &c., during that 
year, for this war. Sir, the party in power is justly 
chargeable with having involved the country in 
this war unnecessarily, and then of having wasted 
the money appropriated for its prosecution. 

Iwill give also another charge from the same 


, $3,500 per 


document: “ For transporting 100 cords of firewood | 


from New Orleans to Fort Brooke, East Florida, 
and one assistant surgeon, $2,000.” Here, sir, is 
charged twenty dollars per cord for carrying fire- 
wood from New Orleans, besides the original cost 


' and other expenses; and that, too, to a country 


| 


where, as I am assured by gentlemen well acquaint- 
ed with the country, thousands of cords of wood 
could be cut in sight of the fort to which this wood 
was sent. I am also informed that wood has often 


been taken from Florida to New Orleans for sale; | 


and I should not be surprised if this wood was ori- 
gaali from Florida, and, after being ship to 

ew Orleans and openly seasoned, was shipped 
back again to afford a little patronage. These, sir, 
are a few specimens of expenditure in the Florida 
war for 1837. I could for hours read charges equal- 
ly obnoxious to censure; and, sir, I have had a res- 
olution on your table ever since the first resolution- 
day of this session, asking the Secretary of War 
for a detailed account of the expenditures of the 
War, and the friends of the Administration, by some 
Miserable subterfuge or quibbling point of order, 
refuse to call for the statement, And yet, sir, this 
is called a representative Government, and we as- 
sume to be the Grand Inquest of the nation, and the 


icine pce ca 


cord. Sir, it is the duty of the Administration par- 


'ty to give the people light on this subject, and to 


relieve-themselves, if they can, from the charges 
of waste-and peculation. 

Į believe the charges to be true, from what I have 
seen of the documents now before me, and this is 
but the account for one year. -I should; amongst 
other things, like to see what amount, has been ex- 
pended for the “‘bloodhounds,” which, as eyery per- 
son now acknowledges, have turned out to be com- 
mon curs, and not worth a shilling a head. I pre- 
sume that this experiment, with the contingencies, 


has been paid $7 50 per day, and subsistence, for 
transporting forty bushels of corn, in sacks, from 
one post to another in Wiskonsin. Flour has been 


. cost same thousands. l perceive, also, that one man | 


transported from one place to another until it cost | 


$50 per barrel, and then sold at one-fourth the cost | 


of transportation. In short, sir, did I not see these 
things stated in official documents, I could not have 
believed it possible that such gross mismanagement 
existed: But I must leave this branch of expend- 
iture, thus hastily glanced at, and pass to another. 
The gentleman from Virginia, in his anxiety to 
defend his new allies, quotes the expenses “ of In- 


'; dian emigration, and subsistence for Indians,” as 


an item of expenditure for which many of the 
opposition voted, and the gentleman classes- it 


‘ under the head of “extraordinary expenses.” I 


For charter of steamboat Camden, $4,000 per month, : shall not deny that many Opposition members did 


: vote for the estimates demanded by the Adminis- 
‘| tration for this branch of the public service. I think 


they were quite justifiable in so doing. But, sir, 
could any one of the Opposition have ever suppos- 
ed that the money voted would have been so shame- 
fully squandered, absolutely wasted, as the reports 
of the officers in that department prove it to have 
been? I will cite one or two instances, out of the 
many I could enumerate, to prove the unjustifiable 
and criminal abuses which have been practised on 
this subject. ; 

Document No. 127, of 3d session of 25th Con- 
gress, is a letter of Mr. Poinsett, Secretary of War. 
In that document I find a communication from the 
Commissary General of Subsistence, addressed to 
Mr. Poinsett, and I there perceive that the Govern- 
ment, after purchasing unnecessarily a vast amount 
of provisions, &c., “for the army, sent it to the 
Cherokee country,” and, having no use for it, or- 
dered it to be sold, and Ẹ will quote an extract from 
that communication : 

“The supplies sold consisted of 50 barrels of 
pork, 2,645 barrels flour, 821 barrels hard bread, 
2724 bushels beans, 16} bushels cornmeal, 169 
bushels corn, 506 bushels salt, 75,027 pounds sugar, 
41,297 pounds coffee, 5,438 pounds rice, 531,020 
pounds bacon, 28,181 pounds soap, 14,110 pounds 
candles, 371 gallons whiskey, 5,145 gallons vine- 
gar, and all the issuing apparatus, such as scales, 
weights, and measures, used while the volunteer 
troops were in service. These articles produced 
the net sum of $52,117 90.” 

This, sir, is the “official account.” Does any 
gentleman here deny it? Is there any one of the 
Administration party who wishes to give an expla- 
nation? If so, I will give way. Not one, sir. 
Then, let none of the Administration papers 
throughout the Union dare to deny this statement. 
And what do I prove by this, Mr. Chairman ? 
That this vast amount of supplies, “ collected unne- 
cessartly,” cost, as will appear by the accounts-of 
the department, upwards of two hundred and sixty 
thousand dollars, including transportation, com- 
missions, buildings erected for their preservation, 
&c., and were sold by this all-wise and competent 
Administration for less than. one-fifth of cost. This, 
sir, is the manner in which the money of the peo- 
ple is wasted. I will ask the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia if it was possible for any honest man to anti- 
cipate such unjustifiable squanderings of the public 
money? It seems, sir, that the 28,181 pounds of 
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soap were hot needed by the army. It ought never 
to have been sold, sir. It should have been ship- 
ped to Washingten, and would have served as a 
iraction of the quantity requisite to-cleanse this 
foul Administration. But, sir, I will give you ano: 
ther item of sales of stores, &c., purchased unneces- 
sarily, and sold at auction in the Cherokee coun- 
try, in 1838, and embraced in this same communi-. 
cation. I find, sir, that corn, which cost the Gov- 
ernment at least one dollar dnd a half, and in many 
instances two dollars, per bushel, and accumulated 


. unnecessarily in vast quantities, was sold by this: 


economical Administration as follows : 


8,381 bushels corn, at I7} cents per bushel 
1 alg 0. 


5,275 do. at d 
4,990} do. at 103 do. 
400 bushels corn, at 33 ‘do. 

4,2393 do. at 13 da. 


This, sir, ig a specimen of the prices at which 
this ‘article was sold, and thousands of dollars 
thrown away in this one article of corn alone. And 
this, sir, is‘only a fraction of the quantity sold. I 
find, further, sir, that oats, purchased at double the 
usual cost, were sold at 34 cents per bushel. ‘his 
corn and oats were not damaged; for the report 
states them to have been sound, and the damaged 
corn sold separately. Icould proceed, sir, to enu- 
merate hundreds of cases of the same nature, but 
time will not permit. I will close by giving an ex- 
tract from a letter of the Creek agent at Fort Gib- 
son, addressed to the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs, complaining of the action of the Administra- 
tion, in forwarding such immense quantities of 
supplies unnecessarily to that post, and which also 
had to be sold at an immense sacrifice : . 

“ But, whatever be the apology of the measure 


` in. question, whether it be ignorance of the re- 


sources of the country, distrust of the capability of 
the officers charged with the subsistence of the 
Indians, or a dread of a failure of their efforts in 
that respect, one thing is demonstrably true, that 
the great loss which is now inevitably consequent 
upon the measure, might have been avoided had time- 
ly directions been given to dispose of this extraordi- 
nary supply of provision as soon as it was ascertain- 
ed not to be needed,” 

He again says: 

“Instead of this, cargo after cargo continued to 
arrive as the necessily decreased.” A 

Again, sir, the same agent says : = 

“ I repeat, sir, fearless of contradiction, had the 
agents here been instructed, in the first instance, as 
agents of the Government ought to have been, 
where.its interest was concerned, the public would 
not have sustained the loss of a single dollar; the 
provision purchased in New Orleans would have 
been sold, and not transported here, as has heen 
the case, at an enormous expense, where it was not 
needed, and at an additionlal expense of several 
thousands to erect suitable buildings to cover it 
from the weather.” 

This gentleman, sir, for his plain speaking to the 
Government officers, was treated with official ine 
solence, and immediately resigned his station. A 
mean, obsequious, fawning sycophant would have 
been cherished and patronised by them. Here, sir, . 
is another instance of hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars squandered. Who could have dreamed of such 
“blundering policy ?’ And yet the gentleman from 
Virginia says the Opposition voted for “Indian 
subsistence,” &c.; and he is loud in praise of 
an Administration which is thus, by its own official 
documents, convicted of incompetercy, waste, and 
extravagance, and, it may be, something worse. I 
believe, sir, that all these unnecessary purchases 
were made to give profitable contracts to favorites, 


We have been told, sir, that the public buildings 
are another source of “extraordinary” expense. — 
will, sir, for a moment refer to this matter, and in — 
that moment convince the committee that another 
high handed and unjustifiable act of this Adminis- 
tration has cost the people, unnecessarily, three 
hundred thousand dollars. I refer to the post office 
building. The Committee on Public Buildings of 
the House of Representatives, in order to ascertain 
the actual cost of the building proposed to be erect- 
ed, made a demand for a detailed estimate of the 
cost of a split granite building. It was furnished i 
and amounted to two hundred and eighty thousan 
dollars. But, sir, no sooner had Congress adjourn- 
ed, than the President ordered the erection of a 
marble building—a perfect palace, which is now 
estimated, even b Administration fare to 
cost siz hundred thousand dollars, This, sir, will 
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explain to gentlemen why this branch of expendi- 
ture istermed “extraordinary.” But, sir, there is 
another matter connected with this subject, and 
which is admitted even here by the friends of the ! 
Administration. After the money appropriated by | 
Congress had been expended, fearing that at its » 


next meeting it might arrest the work, or demand © 


an explanation of this enormously increased ex- 
penditure, the Executive actually allowed the work 
to progress on credit to the amount of $65,000, and 
the laborers on the building, instead of receiving 
their pay regularly, were given checks or memo- 
randa of the amonnt due them; and now, sir, we 
are called upon to vole money ; and our sympathies 
are appealed toto pay the laborers, ‘They shall be 
paid, sir; but I would demand to know by what 
authority of law was this work persevered in after 
the epbrop ieioe was expended? How dare the 
President and his coadjutors anricipaTs the action 
of Congress? How dare they usurp the power 
which legitimately belongs to the Representatives 
of the people? But, sir, my questions are answer- . 
éd by every jday’s experience. They dare doany | 
thing. They dare violate all law; scoff at all pre- | 
-eedent; commit any and every act, however un- 
justifiable and unlawful, and a drilled party ma- 
jority will support and countenance their iniqui- 
ties. 

I could refer, also, to the Treasury building as 
another instance of the wasteful expenditure of 
public money. I could give repeated instances, in 
which money appropriated by Congress for one ob- 
ject has been transferred to another, without any 
authority of law; and when these exposures are 
made, the. party acknowledge that investigation 
ought to be had, but that it 1s not convenient to 
mate it at this perticular time. 

I will mention, Mr. Chairman, one other item of 
expenditure. Congress ordered a survey of the 
mouth of the Mississippi, and made an appropria- 
tion for improving the channel at the Balize. And 
how do you suppose, sir, that the money has been 
expended? One steamboat, one dredgeboat, and | 
four schooners have been built or purchased, and | 
fitted up inthe most tasteful style. 1 find, sir, that 
there is charged for farniture in one of them,a ma- 
hogany sideboard, two splendid card tables, merino 
clirtains, fine cane seated settees, and other furni- 
ture to suit, eight patent lever watches, one chrono- 
meter, costing $280, silver ware, and numerous 
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proportion to the amount of sales of the public lands 
within the different Siates? Is it not guarantied to 
the States by the compact under which they became 
members of the Union? And have they not re- 
ceiveditfrom the first day of their admission as 
States? Really, Mr. Chairman, these apologies 
are rather too shallow to deserve serious notice. 


| But, sir, after all, the friends of the Administration 
` are somewhat excusable for these attempts at sub- 


. Many searching inquites. 


terfuge and evasiom. They are sorely pressed by 
The stern gaze of the 


: people is at last directed to-their action, and they 


are compefied to avail themselvesaf any and every 
excuse, no matter how pitiable and unsetisfactory. 
Sir, (said Mr. P.,) I have touched these 


diferent 
branches of expenditure but slightly; aad lees | 
it with gentlemen better qualified to particularize ` 


abuses and unjustifiable expenditures. I will Jeave 
the subject by saying that, although the expendi- 


. tures have increased nearly three-fold, I should not 


so loudly complain had the money been properly 
expended. But, sir, it has been wasted. Our forti- 
fications were never in a worse condition. We 
have scarcely a ship of war fit forsea. When the 
frigate United States received some damage enter- 
ing the port of New York, and was condemned as 
unseaworthy after an expenditure of some seventy 
thousand dollars, there was not a ship ready to re- 
ceive her crew ; and months passed betore one could 
be fitted out to take the place of the condemned 
frigate. We have not a single steamship of war 


which deserves the name; I beg pardon, sir, I be- ! 


lieve there is one—the “ Poinsett”—-they call her a 


f seigne she is nothing but a miserable old 


other articles of the same description. All this, sir, || 


is for common mudboats. And afierexpending two , 
handred and ninety-one thousand dollars, the work | 
is abandoned; and the mouth of the river is now in 
a worse condition than before the work was com- 
menced. This,sir, is the expenditure at the mouth 
of the river. I know not how many snagboats and 
mudboats have been employed on Red river or 
other rivers, or whether they are fitted out in the 
same style. But I do know, that when we ask a 
smal! appropriation on the Cumberland road, we 
are told by the Administration that there is no mo- 
ney in the Treasury; and that they are disposed to 
think that work unconstitutional. 

-There is another title, Mr. Chairman, under 
which the money ofthe people is squandered, if not 
actually purloined. It is under the head of “ con- 
tingencies;” and the bill now before us gives a | 
small specimen of the amount thus.charged. In it 
alone, there is appropriated, under the title of con- 
tingencies, one hundred and twenty-seven thou- 
sand two hundred and thirty-five dollars, besides 
sixty-seven thoasand dollars for miscellaneous, 
making together one hundred and ninety-foar thou- 
sand two hundred and thirty-five dollars. And 
when, sir, we ask how this large sum is expended, 
we are told that it is quite impossible now to give a 
detailed statement ; bat that, no doubt, it will be 
honestly accounted for. And if any of us insist on 
Téceiving the information, we are accused of wast. 
ing the time of the House, and of being altogether 
too inquisitive. Next year, sir, we shall have these 
sums accounted for in a bill for washing towels, 
horse hire, &c. 

But, sir, it strikes me that gentlemen, in their 
zeal to defend the Administration, in more than 
one instance forget that “there is but one step from 
the sublime to the ridiculous.” They talk quite 
feelingly indignant of the unfairness shown to the 
Administration in this matter of expenditure, and 
call it “crying injustice,” and say that a large item 


is the three per cent. fund paid to the States. Now, ;' 
sir, this is rather an amusing defence. Hasnot || 


the three per cent. fund been paid to the States un- | 


der every Administration? Is it not paid only in || to 
a 


scow. If I am rightly informed, she used to be 
employed somewhere about New York asa ferry- 
boat; was purchased at an enormous price by the 


Administration, fitted up, and has cost near one | 


hundred thousand dollars. I am told that it took 
all hands (when serving in the Florida waters) 
two weeks to cut wood enough to run her three 
days. She is now lying at Norfolk, the perfect 
laughingstock of every sailor; but she is reported 
to Congress as a steam-frigate. Really, sir, it is a 
libel upon the name. In short, sir, the money voted 
by Congress within a few years past, for harbors, 
for light-houses, for breakwaters, for clearing out 
of rivers, has nearly all been wasted, foolishly thrown 
away, by the mismanagement and extravagance of 
the Administration. ‘The searching question of 
the people is, “ Where is our money?” The laco- 
nic answer is, Millions have been stolen; millions 
squandered; millions unaccounted for. 


But the gentleman from Virginia, not content ; 


with glorifying the Administration, has thought it 


necessary to charge us with making unprovoked |: 


attacks upon the President and his friends, anc, in 
a tone of triumph, has defied us to prove any act of 
malfeasance or misfeasance. Sir, I meet the chal- 
lenge, and I will prove, from under the gentleman’s 
own signature, charges made by him against the 
present Administration sufficient to blast the fair 
fame of any party. 


the report of the Investigating Commiitee on the 
defalcation of Swartwout and others. The gentle- 
man from Virginia was a member of that commi 
tee, and although he did not sign the report with 


the majority, he made a special report to which he ; 


affixed his signature. J, sir, shall not at this time 
enter into an examination of the merits of the doc- 
ument. It is enough for me to know that the gen- 


; tleman’s name is signed to it. The following is 
D 


the special report of the gentleman, and as he com- 


: plains that it is unfair to give extracts, I will give it 


i 
| 


entire: : 

“Mr. Hopkins’s special concurrence in the report of 
the committee, appended thereto by vote of the come 
mittee. 

. “I have not had the requisite time for scrutiniz- 

ing the report of the committee with that care and 


attention which its length and importance deserve, ` 
and which I could have desired; and I should have | 


preferred, for this reason, to have presented. the 
journal of the committee, without comment, to the 
House of Representatives. But, as conflicting 
opinions prevail in the committee, and are to be 
submitted to the country in the shape of formal re- 
ports,.I consider it my duty to say that T concur 


` with the committee in all the conclusions at which i 
. they have arrived, so far as those conclusions apply |: 
to the extent and character of the defalcations of .- 


Samuel Swartwonut and William M. Price. 


the- most conscientious convictions of my judg- 


I shall refer, sir, to report No. F 
313 of House of Representatives, commonly called ,, 


“ I should be faithless to my duty, ahd do violence | 
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ment, if I did not also declare my entire concura 
rence in those conclusions of the committee which 
relate to the conduct of the late naval officer of the 
custom-house at New York; to the late and present 
Solicitor of the Treasury; to the Secretary and ac. 
counting officers of the Treasury Department, in. 
cluding the late Comptroller of that Department; 
and, in that part of the report which reviews the: 
conduct of J. Hoyt, the present collector of the cus. 
toms at the port of New York. 
G. W. HOPKINS, 
Member of the committee.” 


Now, Mr. Chairman, we find by this report that 
the gentleman concurs fully in the censure of the 
committee, pang upon the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury; and, that there may be no doubt on the sub- 
ject, I will read what is said by the committee— 


mmittee will forbear to recapitulate here 
the extraortinary submissiveness and want of en- 
ergy that are Detrayed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in his toterance, without known com- 
plaint made to the Executive, of the retention and 
use of the public money collected by the present 
collector at New York for duties on imports #painst 
and under the protests of merchants.” 

Again, sir, upon the same page, the committee 
further say: 

“ It is believed to constitute an imbecility of ad- 
ministration on the part of the Secretary that calls 
for immediate correction, whether regard be had to 
the honor of the Government or to the security of 
; the public money.” 

And further, sir, the report says: 


| 
i “ The negligence and failure of the Secretary of 


the Treasury to discharge his duty as the tread of 
the Treasury Department, charged by law with the 
superintendence of the collection of the revenue, 
and his want of a correct appreciation of the be- 
forenamed records in the superintendence of the 
collection of the public revenues, and the conse- 
quent neglect to continue and complete them, are 
justly regarded as a primary cause of the escape 
from detection, for so long a period, of the immense 
dep epops of the late collector at the port of New 
ork. 

Here, sir, is a direct assertion made by the gen- 
tleman himself, that. the Secretary of the Treasury 
has manifested ‘extraordinary submissiveness” 
and “ want of energy;” that he has been guilty of 
“imbecility of administration ;” and that such con- 
duct requires “immediate correction;” and further, 
sir, that the Secretary, by his “ negligence and fail- 
ure to discharge his duty,” is directly responsible 
for the immense defalcation of Swartwout, amount- 
|, ing to one million and a quarter of dollars. 
|| Sir, where is this “imbecile Secretary?’ Has 
| he been dismissed by the Executive? Has even an 
i; inquiry been made by this House into these grave 
Ji 
t 
| 
i 


: charges preferred by the committee? No, sir! no! 
The same negligent, imbecile, criminal Secretary 
still presides over the Treasury Department. In- 
, Stead of having been discarded, as the gentleman 
| said he should be, he is the pampered pet of the 
| Executive, and the gentleman from Virginia is now 
| as loud in his praise as he was in his denunciation ; 
and he has the assurance to lecture the Opposition 
for complaining of this gross outrage perpetrated 

on the character and honor of the Government 

which he himself assisted in exposing. 

| But, sir, the committee may check the expres- 
{| sion of astonishment which at this time seems so 
i sensibly to pervade it. I have but commenced 
i with the gentleman’s aeaiee E 
i; On page 41 of the report I find the following 
charges made by the gentleman against the late 
l; naval officer of the custom-house, New York, 
(Enos T. Throop :) 
“From the preceding testimony the eommittee 
. report as established facts: 
“1. That the late naval officer at the port of 

New York, throughout the term of his service, 
‘ from 1829 to 1838, wholly disregarded the require- 
ments of the law prescribing the duties of his of- 

ce. 

“2. That said naval officer, for the same period, 
wholly disregarded the instructions of the Comp- 
troller of the Treasury, of November 10, 1821. 

“3. That said naval officer, by so disregard- 
ing the requirements of law and the instructions of 
the Treasury Department, culpably neglected ‘? 
keep the accounts and records appertaining t^ his 
office, and thereby rendered the office nugatory aS 
a check upon the accounts of the collector. 
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“4. That if the duties of said naval officer, as 
authorized and directed by existing laws, had been 
executed with proper care and vigilance, they 
would have rendered it impracticable tor any fraud 


or error in any of the accounts of the collector of , 


said port to escape immediate detection. 
“5, Thatthe culpable disregard of the plain re- 


quirements of law and of Treasury instructions | 


prescribing the duties of naval officers, ‘by said 
naval officer, and his continued neglect of official 
duty, are a primary cause of the immense defaica- 
tions of the late collector at New York.” 


Here, sir, is a charge made against this officer 
by the gentleman from Virginia. Where, sir, is 


this same Enos T. Throop? Has he been dismiss- . 


ed from the service of the country? No, sir! 
This man, who was proved to be incompetent <0 
act as ‘naval officer,’ instead of being imme@iately 
discharged, as he would have been bv any honest 
Executive, has been sent as Cha:gé to Naples. 
Unfit to discharge the duty of-a subordinate in a 
custom-house, he is fully qualified to serve as a 
minister of this great uation at a foreign court. 
And the gentleman trom Virginia, who so recently 
demanded his dismissal, lauds the Executive, and 
vows that this is a most virtuous and pure Admin- 


istration, and tauntingly sneers at us as & fault- i; 


finding Opposition. 

Again, sir, on page 105, the Committee of Inves- 
tigation, after citing repeated instances of neglect 
in the Solicitor of the Treasury to discharge his 
duty, report: 

“Ist. That William M. Price, as district attor- 
ney, is a cefaulter to the Government in a large 
amount. 

“Od, That his defalcations are attributable to 


the notorious irresponsibility and want of charac- }: 


ter of said Price at the periods of his appointment 
and reappointment, and during his entire terms of 
office; and to the continued neglect of the proper and 
eficient discharge of duties at the office of the Solici- 
tor of the Treasury, by the late and present incum- 
bents of that office.” 

ain, I ask the gentleman from Virginia has 


~ this officer been dismissed from the service of the 


State? Has the Executive discharged that duty, | 


which the gentleman deemed so imperative when |, 


he signed his report? No, sir. This man who 
neglected his duty, violated his oath of otfice, and 
ermitted an immense defalcation, has been sent as 
Chargé d'Affaires to Belgium! Neglect of duty is 
now the sure road to preferment. Leta man man- 
ifest palpable incompetency as Solicitor of the 
Treasury,-and he is immediately made a foreign 
minister. I, sir, will not attempt to express my as- 
tonishment at the course pursued by the gentleman 
from Virginia. He proves that Mr. Van Buren 
has violated every trust reposed in him by the peo- 
le, no: only by continuing unfaithful men in of- 
ce, but by promoting them for their misconduct. 
He then, most unexpectedly, becomes his champion 
and evlogist, and petulantly complains that we are 
over nice in our demands for correct Government. 
Page 140, the gentleman is loud in his denuncia- 
tions of Mr. Hoyt, collector at New York; thinks 


his conduct unjustifiable; and yet, sir, Mr. Hoyt is | 


still collector ; and the gentleman now preaches to 
us.passive obedience. Page 70, we find the commit- 
tee saying that, 

“From the preceding evidence the committee 

rt the following fact as established: 

“That the late Comptroller of the Treasnry, 
George Wolf, Esq., now collector of the port of 
Philadelphia, was guilty, while in -said- office of 
Comptroller, of culpable disregard of law and ne- 
glect of duty, both in regard to the bonds of col- 
lectors filed in his office, and the records thereof 
required by law; and in settling and certifying to 
the register the aecounts of Samuel Swartwout, 
late eollector, without having: transmitted to him 
the vouchers therefore required by. pesitive injunc- 
tion of Jaw.” 


I will tread lightly here, sir. This officer isnow | ,,. te 
: ; ott | this Congress “to resume and complete the great work 
no more.. But, sir, after this downright charge.of | of -inve ssal | reform of the alarming condition 


“culpable disregard of law,” made by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, this officer, who had neglected 
his duty and violated all Jaw, was appointed col- 
lectcrof customs at Philadelphia. Unfit to be Comp- 
troller, he was fully qualified to superintend some 
hundreds of officers, and to receive millions of the 
public money annually. 

~ Page 41.. The First Auditor is denounced as 
negligent and incompetent, Yet now, not a word 


` shut out a fine prospect. 


of complaint from the gentleman from Virginia; 
and all this “criminal neglect and official negli- 
gence,” which in 1839 appeared to the gentleman 
so unjustifiable, so monstrous, is, in 1840, quite in- 
nocent, very excusable, and entirely unworthy of 
serious consideration. This is, indeed) a change 
of opinion. Last year, to denounce the Adminis- 
tration, sub-Treasury and all; this year, to support 
it warmly, and its darling sub-Treasury too, I 
know, sir, that with some politicians it becomes ne- 
cessary to aller their opinions; and this change of 
the gentleman recalls to my recollection a passage 
I once read-in one of Bulwer’s works, in which the 
politic courtier finds it necessary to change his opin- 
ions iù order to keep pace witù the shifting policy 
vf the Court. 

“Well! I have decided on my change of life,’ 


‘said the lawyer, with a slight sigh. 


“: So have Lon my change of opinion,’ chimed in 
the Earl. ‘Iwill tell you what opinions seem to 


' me like’— 


“What? said Brandon. 

“tT rees!’ answered Manleverer, quaintly. ‘If 
they can be made serviceable by standing, don’t part 
with a stick; but when they arc of that growth that 
sells well, or whenever they shut out a fine prospect, 
cut them down and pack them off by all manner of 
means.’” 

I, Mr. Chairman, shall not inquire as tothe causes 
which led the gentleman from Virginia to this sud- 
den, startling, and mysterious change in his politi- 
cal opinions. Iam not even inquisitive or interest- 
ed enough to inquire whether his former opinions 
It is sufficient for me to 
know that he has cut them all down. The reason 
is with himself. But, sir, he will excuse me when 


I say that I think it in bad taste for him to criticise |. 
too narrowly the ground we tread, when he so re- :: 
: cently taught us that it was our duty to walk it fear- 


_ lessly, as being the path of rectitude and honor. 


When the gentleman shall favor us with a clew to 


' the labyrinth, the mazes of which he is threading, 


and shall give us something like convincing proof 
that he pursues its tortuous windings, not from per- 
sonalaggrandizementor ambitious aspirations, then, 
sir, we may again, with indulgent eye, look upon 
his course. Until then, sir, the gentleman must ex- 
cuse us if we look suspiciously on his advice, and 
distrustingly upon the position he has assumed. I 


- will, Mr. Chairman, give one other extract from 


the report of the committee of which the gentleman 
was a zealous member, and then leave it to the gen- 


tleman to reconcile the opinions then expressed with `’ 


his present course. 


“ But the important results which have been at- ; 
i tained, notwithstanding the disadvantages adverted 


to, cannot fail to inspire the country with a confi- 
dent hope that the high obligation which will rest 
upon the successors of the present-Congress in the 
legislative councils of the natién, to resume: and 
complete the great work of investigation and reform 
of the alarming condition and abuses of the Execu- 


| tive Departmentsof the Government, from the high- 


est to the lowest, and from the nearest to the remo- 
test functionaries, will secure the prompt and eft- 
cient attention which its magnitude demands. 

<“ Guided solely by the character of the develop- 
ments which the investigation imposed upon them 
by the House has elicited, the committee cannot 
resist the conviction, that at no period in the history 


_of the Federal Government has there been deeper 


or better founded cause than exists at the present 
moment for every patriot heart to desire a prompt 
consummation of that signal ‘task of reform’ which 
publie sentiment, many years since, inscribed on the 
list of Executive duties in characters too legible to be 
overlooked, requiring, ‘particularly, the correction 
of those abuses that have brought the patronage of 
the Federal Government into conflict with the free- 
domof elections, and the counteraction of those causes 
whieh have disturbed the rightful course of appoint- 
ment, and have pldced or continued power in UNFAITH- 
FUL OR INCOMPETENT HANDS.’” l 

We here read of the ogLeation which rests upon 


| and abuses of the Executive Departments of the Gov- 


ernment,” and yet, sir, the gentleman has not oniy 
neglected to “resume-and complete” the work he 
commenced, but has joined the party which permit- 
ted and countenanced these abuses, and now refuses 
to grant investigation. -We also read, “that at no 
period in the history of the Federal Government” has 
there existed so much necessity for every patriot 
heart to rally to the rescue of the country; and yet, 


ed at some future day.] 
i 


sir, the gentleman, instead of fighting under our glo- 
rious and bright banner of reform, has rallied un- 
der the black piratical flag of Yan Burenism. Sir, 
said Mr. Prorrrr, I take no pleasure in criticising 
the course of any gentleman; I know the fallibili- 
ty of human nature. I regret being compelled to 
show to my fellow-citizens the corruptions of their 
Government. I regret that this corruption exists. 
E am sorry that the necessity is forced upon me to 
take any thing like a prominent position in denoun- 
cing the conduct of the Administration. I keow 
that a faithful discharge of duty wil-4raw down 
the execrations and base c tes of the Admin- 
istration fies tives Will be impugned ; 
public course misrepresented; private character as- 
sailed; “‘life’s life hed away.” But, sir, I, for one, 
will pursue my course with the same defying spirit 
which animated the poet when he exclaimed — 
As little as the moon stops for the baying 


1 
| Of wolves, will the bright muse withdraw one ray 


From out her skies. Then howl your idle wrath ! 

While she still silvers o’er your gloomy path.” 
(Mr. Prorrit then proceeded to defend General 
i Harrison from the charges and insinuations made 
against him by Mr. Hopkins, both in his speech and 
in his letter to Colonel Piper. Mr. P. read extracts 
from the speeches of General Harrison when in 
Congress, from his published letters. He referred 
to his votes to disprove the statements of Mr. Hop- 
gins. This part of Mr. P.’s speech will be publish- 
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REMARKS OF MRA BUCHANAN, 


OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
; In Sena'e, July 16, 1840—in favor of th 
of the bill “io continue the corporate 
of certain banks io the District of Co! 


f passage 


that he should not feel himself obh 

dress the Senate in relation to these Did 

He would not now utier one word upon the subject 

if it were not palpable that this dill to continue the 
, corporate existence of these banks, after having yese 
: terday been engrossed by a triumphant majority, 
was destined to-day to be defeated on its final pas- 
sage. This was to be accomplished by a union of 
the two extremes. Tune enemies of a speedy re- 
sumption of specie payments would combine in 
their votes with the fricnds of an exclusive hard 
“money currency; and we, who are in favor of mo- 
` derate measures, must certainly be in the minority. 

For my own part, said Mr. B. I never considered 

this as a question involving any great general prin- 
ciples. I was, therefore, entirely . willing, as my. 
_vo‘es vill show, tp eontinge the existence of these 
banks for a shart periéd, and until we could esta- 
blish » new Fank or banks for the District. upon 
any leasonable terms. Senators have, I think 
unju-Uy, treated this question as if it were a pro- 
‘position to exténd these charters during a conside- 
| rable period of time, when it is noth'ng more than a 
mere temporary measure, justified by the existing 
peculiar circumstances of the District. These 
banks, as banking institutions, are already dead. 
Their charters all expired on the 4th day of Jaly; . 
and Congress have already passed. a law providing 
for the manner in which they shall wind up their 
affairs. gy 

Now, sir, what is the bill before us? We pro- 
pose to continue their banking privi'eges until the 
4th July,1841,and no longer;—immediately, in favor 
of those which have already commenced the pay- 
| ment of specie, and at any time within sixty days, 
in favor of the remainder of them, if they shall re- 
sume within that period. These banks, under. the 
present bill, can entertain no hope that.their char- 
ters will ever again be extended. -The present 
Congress will expire on the 4th day of March next, 
| and their banking privileges will expire on the 
i 4th day of July following, when.Congress will not 
be in session. This. wiil be the la:t limit of their 
i existence; and from and after that day they must 
| commence win iirg up their affairs under the act 
' which we have already passed. 
| In addition to this, the bill restricts them curing 
| 

| 

| 


į this short period, from paying out any notes except 

their own; renders the president, directors, and 
| stockholders, Table to the amount of their stock for 
| debts hereafter contracted; and prohibits them from 
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declaring any dividend whilst in a state of suspen- 
sion, should that again occur before the 4th day ef 
July next. 

Under all these restrictions, I confess I cannot 
feel the force of any argument against this bill, ` 
founded upon the principle that these terms are too 
favorable to the banks. I can never refuse to vote 
in favor of this measure on any such principle. 


Asa practical man, I can have no difficulty in 
giving this bill my support. We are now legisiat- 
ing for a Smail district of ten miles square, carved 
out-of Maryland on whe one side and Virginia on 
the other; and what is unfortunaic, the charters of | 
all its six banks have expired on the same day. In | 
what situation am I then placed? ` I know nothing 
of these banks; care nothing for them, except the 


— 


except upon the express condition that they shall 
be specie paying banks. When they themselves 
say they are ready and willing to resume, how can 
any person expect me toanswer: “You are neither 
ready nor willing, and you must have timə for 
this purpose.” I am forcedto teke them at their 
word; and never shall incur the responsibility of 
advocating a protracted suspension of specie pay- 


ments against the solemn declaration of the banks | 


themselves. : 
I am, therefore, prepared to extend these char- 


ters for one year; not to benefit the banks, but for ` 


the purpose of placing the peeple of this District, 


So Tar as I can, on an equal footing with the pec- , 
ple of Virginta and Maryland, by whom they aré- 


` surrounded. 


general gocd will which I bear to the people with ` 


whom I have been long associated; and shall cer- 
tainly never receive a favor from any one of them. 
I believe, from the report of the committee in 1836, 
that some of them have behaved badly. But, atter 
all, I must be governed in my vote by the peculiar 
circumstances of the case. Alexandria is a city , 
which exports largely, and where the farmers of 


the valley of Virginia send their produce to market. |; 


Georgetown is in a similar situation. Asto the | 
city of Washington, I confess I can see no reason | 
why it should have a large banking capita’. But 
here we are, acting as the local Legislature of this 
small District; and is it right at once to deprive ` 
these people of all banking privileges? I think not; | 
and I shall most cheerfully extend these privileges ` 
to the existing banks one year longer. Now let us 
suppose that the State of Maryland, or the State of 
New York, or any other State, were placed in a si- 
milar situation. Suppose it had so occurred that 
every bank charter in any State had expired at the 
game moment. Would the Legislature of such a 
State (no matter how hostile it might be to the bank- 
ing system generally) determine that all these banks 
should at once be compelled to wind up their af- 
fairs, no matter how prejudicial it might be to the 
community? Even those who are hostile to all 
banks, which I am not, ought to adopt no sudden 
and violent course which might produce disastrous 
consequences to the people, in accomplishing their 
object. Two years age I was not in favor of ex- 
tending these charters. I should at that time have 
greatly preferred the establishment of a new bank; 
buat as this was then deemed impracticable, on ac- 
count of the suspension of specie payments, I 
yielded to the necessity of the case, and voted for 
the bill of the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. BEN- 
ron,] because I regarded it as the less of two evils. 


It is now admitted by all, that daring the short re- || 


mainder of the present session, we cannot establish 
new banks, and I am willing to adopt a similar 
course for the very same reason by whichI was 
actuated on that occasion. I am not prepared to 
gay to the merchants of Alexandria and George- 
town, who have been in the habit of purchasing 
flour, corn, and tobaeco, from the surrounding 
country, we will, cut you offat once from bank 
accommodations, and you shall not have your 
usual loans for making these purchases. Now, if | 
I could have regulated this matter for myself, 
without the interference of the banks, [should have 
extended these charters for a year; and without . 
sanctioning the suspension of specie payments, I 

should håve prohibited them, whilst in a state of 

suspension, from paying out any except their own 

notes, and from making dividends; and I should 

have afforded to every note holder, who desired to . 
recover specie, with the twelve per cent. interest | 
to which they are subject, the most prompt and ef- 
ficacicus remedy.to enforce bis claim. Whilst I 
should have been willing to adopt this course, I 
could never have voted for the amendment of the 
Senator from Maryland [Mr. Mrrnicr} sanction- 
ing their suspension of specie payments for so 
Jong a period as until the 15-h January nex’, or 
until the banks of Baltimore and Richmond might i 
think proper to resume. Bat the District banks | 
have made the law for themselves. Several of 
them have declared both their ability and their | 
willingness to resume specie payments immeciate- | 
ly; nay, some of them have actual'y resumed; and . 
thas, by theirown conduct, they have prevented 


If you should not pass this bill, I shall venture 
to predict that in less than a fortnight bank agen- 
cies will be established in this District by suspend- 
ed banks in Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Rick- 


_ mond, and you will thus be instrumental in esta- 
. blishing a much greater evil than that which you 


| i 
me from voting for any extension of their charters i 


are now desirous of preventing. 

I have witnessed in the course of my legislative 
career some strange things; but I confess I have 
never been more astonished in my life than at the 
course this bill has taken. It will be defeated by a 
most marvellous union of hostile elements. Those 
who, with my friend from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Watxer,}, are friendly to an exclusive metallic 
currency, will vote against it; and those who, I might 


say, are in favor of an irredeemable paper cur- | 


rency, will also vote against it; and therefore it 
must be rejected. 

And why should any Senator who is not op- 
posed to all banlrsin all forms, vote against this 
bil? It contains no compulsory feature, but leaves 
the banks entirely free to exercise their own discre- 


tion whether they will accept its terms or not, and . 


allows them sixty days to make this decision. If 
they should not accept the terms proposed by the 
bill, they will then remain in precisely the same 
condition they are at present. 

That all the banks in this District, with a single 
exception, will accept these terms, I entertain not 
a doubt; but whether or not, I think we should pass 
the bill, and impose the responsibility of rejecting 
it upon them, instead of assuming it ourselves. I 
was called out of my seat yesterday by a gentleman 
who stated to me that the banks, or a majority of 
them, were not only willing, but anxious to accept 
the present bill, and desired me to state this fact to 
the Senate. I informed him that I should make no 
such statement founded merely ona private ccn- 
versation; that the terms of this conversation might 
be misapprehended by either of us at the present 
time, or might be forgotten at a future day; and it 
was, therefore, always dangerous to rely upon ver- 
bal communications upon important subjects: that 
if the banks really desired that this bill should pass, 
and their wishes were made known to me in a 
written official form, it would afford me great plea. 
sure to make them known to the Senate. This 
gentleman then left me, and in ashort time re- 
turned and placed in my hands the written declara- 


tion of three of the presidents of these banks, which | 
These declarations have been || 
written at the end of a printed copy of the bill it- | 
self, and are as follows: 


I shall now read. 


The above bill is certainly better than none. Some of the 
provisions are very harsh. I prefer this, however, 
no bill. W. A. BRADLEY, 


President Patriotic Bank. 


T concur in the above, preferring that the third section should 
be stricken out, as unjust and injurious to stockholders. We at 
this institution would decidedly prefer this bill to having none. 


Bank of the Metropolis, 15th July, 1840. 
JOHN P. VAN NESS, President. 
Iconcur in the view of the bill, as stated by Ta Van Ness. 


President Farmers and Mechanics Bank of Georgetown, 
Georgetown, July 15, 1840. 


In addition to these declarations, a letter from | 
‘| Genera! Van Ness was handed to me this morning | 
by a gentleman with whom I am not acquainted, | 


which I shali also read. Here Mr. B. read the fol- 


| lowing letter: 


Wasurnarton, July 16, 1840. 

The Hon. James BUCHANAN: | th Sh 
Drar Sir: Five of the presidents of the banks of this Dis. 
trict metthis morning. Three of them agreed according tothe 
enclosed paper, signed by them. The other two expressly 
Pledged themselyes not to oppose or object to the passage of the 


to having |; 


bill; andif itcould beso amended aa to strike out the third 
section, it would then be satisfactory to them also. 
With high considerauon, 
Your most obedient servant, 
JOHN P. VAN NESS, 
President of Bank of Metropolis, 

A duplicate of the above, and of the within, have been sent 

to Mr. Merrick. 


The paper to which General Van Ness refers, is 
one sinfilar in its character to those which I have 
already read from the three presidents of the banks; 


` and therefore I shall net trouble the Senate by 


reading it. 

Now, sir, the responsibility of accepting or re- 
jecting the present bill, is to be removed from the 
banks. They are not to be permitted to decide this 
question for themselves; and for what reason? The 
tor from Maryland [Mr. Merrick} has de- 
at he will not permit these banks to com- 
mence th ment of specie, because this would 
prove oppressive to the people of the District, and 
“I will not,” says te, “go for it, even if the banks 
want it.” I quote the very words of the Senator. 

(Mr. Merrick here expliined; but the Reporter ` 
has taken no note of the explanation, and cannot 
furnish it from memory.] 

Mr. B. resumed. I understood the Senator per- 
fectly; and shallin a few moments speak of the 
points to which he refers. But the facts are these, 
and I wish that the attention of the Senate and the 
country may be fixed upon them. There are three 
of these banks willing to accept the bill as it now 
stands; and two of the others, which have volun- 
tarily pledged themselves not to oppose or object to 
its passage, and have declared, that if the third sec- 
tion cou!d be stricken out, it would then be satis- 
factory io them also; and, notwithstanding, the Se- 
nator says: “I will not go for it, even although the 
banks want it.” I surely state his proposition fairly. 

We have now reached a n¢w point in this war 
of the money power against the people. Hitherto, 


| unfortunstely, my controversy has been with those 


of my own political friends, such as the Sena‘or 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Watker,] who are exclu- 
sive hard money men; but the question now dit- 
tinctly presented, and which no human ingenuity 
can change, is between the advocates of a redeem- 
ab‘e and the advocates of an irredcemable bank 
currency. This is the question, and the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. {Mxarick] cannot escape 


' from it. On tbis, subject he is so extravagant 


: that ke refuses even to permit the banks to 


I 


judge for themselves whether they are now ab'e, 
or shall be ab'e within sixty days, to resume specie 
payments. Itis the terrific idea of bank resume- 


| tion, under this bill, which has so alarmed the Se- 


nator, tbat he opposes it, whether the banks them- 
selves are willing to resume or not. He will not 
consent to place this question at their owa disposal. 
We have truly reached a new crisis in this im- 
portant contest. In every case heretofore, the. 
banks have always urged an extension of the time 
for resumption, and have always declared their in- 
ability to resume at an earlier period than they 
themselves had indicated; and, unfortunately, the © 
State Legislatures have generally yielded to-such 
Suggestions. This is the first instance in the histo- 
ry of the country where the banks have been will- 
ing to accept an extension of their, charters upon 
the condition of immediate resumption, and the le- 
gislative body has interposed its veto to prevent the 
banks from redeeming their obligations in gold and 
silver. We say to them, in effect, “You are too 


' reckless in regard to your own interest and that of 


the community, in undertaking to pay your honest 
debts, and it is necessary that we should repress 
your ardor. Such a course would prove so inju- 
zious to the people of the District, that we shall 
compel you at once to wind up your affairs alte- 
gether; rather than grant you an extension of your 
banking privileges on any such terms.” 

Suppose this question could be transferred to the 
Legislature of Maryland, what do you suppose 
would be the result? One half of the banks in 
Baltimore, and throughout that State, comè for- 
ward and offer to accept an extension of their char- 
ters, on the express condition of immediate resump-. 
tion,- They say, we are boih able and wiiling to 
pay specie. Would any State Legisjature in the 
Union, under such circumstances, say to them, you. 
must not adopt this-destructive measure? Although 
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we desire to extend your charters, yet it is better 
that you should be destroyed aitoge.her, as banking 
institutions, than to grant you the dapgerous per- 
mission to resume specie payments whilst the sur- 
rounding States, and one haif of the banks in this 
State, still continue suspended. Should you pay 
your debts in gold and silver, as the Constitution 
and the laws require you to do, you will entail 


misery and distress both upon yourselves and the | 
people. Are not the two cases precisely parallel? ` 


e distinguished honor has been reserved for Con- 
gress of refusing to the banks the permission which 
they ask to resume specie payments. 

I bad always supposed that one of the greatest 
calamities which could be inflicted upon the peo- 
pear any country, was that of being cursed with 

sof irredeemable paper, banishing gold and 
silver altogether from ci:culation. This has never 
been jastified by statesmen or politicians, except 


on the ground of absolute, uncontrollable, irresisti- | 


ble necessity. But here no such necessity exists, | 


because three of these banks have not only already 
resumed the payment of specie, but have declared 
to the world their willingness and their ability to 


continue to redeem their notes in guld and Silver; | 
and it is evident that the two banks in Alexandria . 


will resume before the end of sixty days, should the 
present bill pass. 

What is the true cause of this 
proceeding? I think there will not be much diffi 
ealty in conjectaring. It isan attempt (and I mean 
neither to charge nor insinuate any thing improper 
against the Senator from Maryland) to carry the 
principle into practice here which produced the 
present suspension of specie payments througheut 


a large portion of the Union. It is an attempt to | 


play the game over again upon a small scale, 
which was played upon a large scale in favor of 
the Bank of the United States. In order to save 
that Bank from immediate bankruptcy and ruin, 


the people of this country have been compelled to | 


sabmit to a suspension of specie payments ever 
since October. The strong banks voluntarily re- 
daced themselves to the same level wiih the Bank 
of the United States; and they suspended simp!y be- 
eause that Bank could no longer continue to pay 
specie. 

- At the commencement of the suspension under 
which we are now soffering, there was no foreign 
demand for gold and silver. The rates of foreign 
exchange were not against us. ‘Phere was no drain 
of specie from this country to Europe. Every 
thing in the State of Pennsylvania was‘calm as a 
summer’s morning; and the suspension surprised us 
as much as a clap of thunder from a cloudless sky. 
. At the meeting of the banks in Philadelphia, 
nine voted against the suspension, whilst five only, 
including the Bank of the United States, voted in 
its favor. In the face of this vste, that Bank sus- 
pended on the next morning, and in order to save 
it from immediate rain, all the other banks fol- 
lowed its example, and were willing to share its 
fate 


The Bank of the United States, instead of pre- 
paring for a speedy resumption, by contracting its 
issues, took advantage of the suspension, for the 
purpose of expanding them. The Senator from 
Missouri (Mr. Bexton] has informed us that it 
sent its agents throughout the West loaded with its 
irredeemable notes, for the parpose of capturing 
the specie with them. Such wasits miserable con- 
dition, that it was compelled to obtain specie in this 
manner to send abroad for the pcrp se of paying 
its foreign deb's. The notes of this Bank became 
the chief medium of cirealation in Philadelphia and 
throughout many portions of the country. The 
ether Philadelphia banks, after naving su-pended 
to save if from bank: uptcy, could not discredit its 
Rotes by refusing to receive them on deposite, and 
in payment of debts. Ia this manner it sqon be. 
came so largely indebted to them, that, although 
they were not under the. necessity of suspending 
fpecie payments at the first, they were soon reduced 
tosuch a condition ‘that they could not have re- 
sumed had this been their desire. The Bank of 
the United States, by the process which I have. just 
described, had red@éed them to its own level, and 
placed them in such a situation that they could not 
resume until it should be able to pay the balances 
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which it owed them in spetie. Thus the country 
suffered and the bank was saved. 

Now how does this statement of facts apply to 
the present case? There is but one bank in t'is 
District which is opposed to the passage of the pre- 


| Sent bill; and Ido not intend to make any insinua- 


tion against its eventual solvency. Far from it. 


It has expanded its issues to. such an extent that, 
unlike the other five banks of the District, it is un- 
able at the present time to resume the payment of 
its liabilities in specie. I cannot ascertain to what 
extent it has expanded, because we have no recent 
recurn of its condition before us; but so far as my 
information and observation have extended, its 
notes constitute a very large portion of the circula- 
tion in this District. In that respect it bears a 
close resemblance to the Bank ot the United States 
in Philadelphia. In my opinion, itis to save the 
character and credit of the Bank of Washington 
that the other banks will be refused the power of 


_ accepting a charter on the condition of resumption; 
_ just as it was to save the Baak ot the United States 


from immediate bankruptcy that the other banks of 
Philadelphia consented to combine with it in sus- 
pending specie payments. The interest of the 
country was disregarded in order that this Bank 


i, might be preserved. 


extraordinary | 


It is this spirit of combination among the banks 
which is one of the worst evils of our present very 
imperfect banking system. The object of these 
combinations is never to elevate the weak banks to 
the level of the strong, but always to reduce the 
Strong to the level of the weak. {his evi! can only 
be correc'ed by an instantaneous, Absolute, and ir- 
reversible forfeiture of the charter of any and 
every bank which shall hereafter suspend specie 
payments; and by placing them at once in the 
hands of commissioners for the purpose of wind- 


| ing up their affairs. The instinct of self-preserva 


fion will then counteract this spirit of combination, 
and prevent the strong banks from suspending 
specie payments in order to accommodate the weak. 
The other advantages which would follow the 
adoption of such a provision, I shall not now un- 
dertake to enumerate. 


Congress have now presented to them, by a 
Strange concurrence of circamstanccs, a most fa- 
vorable opportunity of expre sing their opinion em- 
phatically upon the subject of these combinations. 
By passing this bill, we can now offer to all these 
banks an extension of their charters, upon condi- 
tion that they shall resume specie payments at any 
time within sixty days. Three. of them certainly, 
and two of them probably, wiil accept ihese.terms. 
Ought we, then, to be deterred from granting this 
charter by an appreh<nsion that the Bank of Wath- 


| ington may not be able to comply with its terms? 


I hope it may be; but if it shoul! not, it would te 
flagrant injustice to punish those banks which have 
conducted their business wisely and prudently, by 
refusing to grant them a charter, simply because 
one other bank has placed it out of its own power 
to embrace the provisions of the bill. Thus, to 
save the Bank of Washing'on, the people of this 
District will be dcomed to a protratted suspens‘on 
of specie payments, just as the penpe of the Mid- 
dle, Southern, and Western States have been 
doomed to suffer the evils of suspension, to save 
the Bank cf the United Siates from destruction. 


-Bat the Senator from Maryland is not willing to 
trust the banks themselves with this dangerous pre- 
rogative of paying their debts to the community on 
demand, according td the term of their contracts. 
Fo permit the banks to resume would, he contends, 
ccmpel them to oppress their debtors. - Now let us 
examine this objection, and a certain whether there 
is any force in it. And first, let us suppose that it 
should compel them, in some degree, to bear hard 
upon their debtors, (which I do not be.ieve,) would 
tois bea good reason for preventing these banks 
frem redeeming their notes in specie? The banks 
exercise the sovereign- power of issuing paper mo- 
pey; and this paper money is almost the only cur- 
teney in use among the people. No man in any 
kiad of: business can refuse to receive it. It is 
forced upon him by the circumstances of the coun- 
try; and he must accept it, whether he will or not. 


Besides, this privilege of iszuing pap2r money is a 
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source of great profit to the banks. Now if there 
be a conflict of interests between the no‘eholders 
and the debtors of these banks, which of these two 
classes is entitled to our most favorable regard? 
The noteholders are by far the most numerous. 
They have been compeiled to receive these bank 
notes as money, in the course of their business. 
They derive no profit from the banks. The depre- 
ciation of the notes which they held at the time of 
suspension was a dead loss to them. On the other 
hand, the debtors of the banks have received ac- 
commodationsfrom them, which have enabled them 
to do a profitable business, or to embark in profit- 
able speculations. Many of them are stockholders 
in these very banks. Under such circumstances, I 
would go for the community who hold the bank 
notes rather than for the men who have received 
bank favors. I should compel the banks to redeem 
the currency which they have put in circulation, 
even if it should force them to exercise some de- 
gree of severily in the collection of their debts. 

But I emphatically say that the resumption of 
specie payments, under the provisions of this bill, 
would not compel the banks who are willing to ac- 
cept its terms, to oppress their debtors. 


And, in the first place, all the deposites which 
they have received: in any bank paper except their 
own, since the date of the suspension, have been 
accepted by them under a special agreement that 
these deposites should be paid in similar bank paper. 
The present bill recognises this agreement; and thus 
the whole amount which they have received on de- 
posite in irredeemable paper is at once wiped 
away, without the payment of a single dollar in 
gold or silver. Tus their whole depurites—and 
these are generally th heria item of bank liabi- 
lities—will give them no trouble. They will not be 
compelled to oppress their debtors for the parpose 
of paying their depositors. 

Then, in regard to their bank notes now in circula- 
tion. These banks have already enj..yed the dene- 
fit of a nine months’ suspension. Some of them 
have been curtailing their issues, and contracting 
their business, and thus preparing for resumption. 
Three of them, at least, can pay specie for all their 
notes in circulation, even should the whole amount 
be demanded, which is rot probable, and have a 
large surplus of gold and siiver left on which to 
transact business. The most which can be said is, 
that they may not probably be able to grant many 
new accommoda'ions to the public. Most cer- 
tainly they will not be eompelied to oppress their 
debtors fur the purpose of pising specie to pay their 
notehotders. Besides, when we consider those 
debtors are’ ina great degree their own directors - 
and stockhoiders, we need not fear that they will 
be oppre:sed without necessity, 


But let me ask the S:nator another question. 
Will there. be any -run made upon these banks by 
their. noteholders after they shall have resumed 
specie payments? Does not every person perceive 
that the moment these notes are raised to the spe- 
cie standard, and public confidence in the ability 
of the b:nks to redeem them is restored, MJ broke» 
rage upon them will cease? Who buys the notes 
of the specie paying banks of New York? Make 
bank notes equivalenito spzcie in the public esti- 
mation, and t!:e noteholder, unless for purposes of 
change, will never ask gold and silver from the 
banks. After he has tested their ability and wil- 
lingness to pay, and has Icaded himself with the 
siiver received in excbange for the notes, he will 
be very glad to take the weight from his back,. and 
Te-exchange itfor these very bank notes. This 
feeling is strongly illu trated by an anredote which 
I heard from an officer of one of these banks. He 
told me that, since they hid regunied, an indivi- 
dual had entered the bank and demanded specie 
for several hundred dollars of their notes. There 
notes were promp ly redeemed in silver. The man 
was thus satisfied that thé notes were as gocd as 
the specie, and before’ he left the bank, he volun- 
tarily returned the silver, and asked and received 
in exchange Jor~ it the very notes which he had 
brought to the bank. — 

- There will, therefore, be no conflict of interest 
whatever between the debtors of such banks as 


shaligecept. the provisions of this bill, and of th 
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But the Senator from Maryland says that it 
would bea great hardship on these banks to be 

hibited from paying out the irredeemable notes 
of other banks. But dees not the Senator perceive 
that if they were permitted to do thix, their resump- 
tion of specie payments would be no more than a 
mere empty name? If they coald transact all their 
‘business with the notes of non-specie paying banks, 
they would withdraw their own notes entirely from 
circulation, and leave the people of the District in 
a worse position than they already occupy. This 
would be merely a substitution of foreign irredeem- 
able bank paper for the present paper currency of 
the District banks. If there must be an irredeem- 
able currency in circulation, it is better, far better, 
that it should consist of the notes of these banks, 
with which the people are familiar, and in which 
they have confidence, than of foreign paper. 
Again, if any noteholder desires to exercise the 
right of compelling the tanks of the District to pay 
specie for their notes, together with the twelve per 
cent. interest to which they are liable, he can do 
this at home; but if he holdsa foreign note, the ex- 
pense aud trouble of a lawsuit with a distant bank 
will always preveat him from thus enforcing his 


rights. One of the greatest evi's atiending the pre- | 


sent suspension of specie payments is, that the 
banks generally, as a matter of policy, pay cut the 
notes of foreign banks instead of their own; and 
thus bank notes are made to cireulate every where 
More extensively than at home. 

But although this bill prevents the banks from 
paying out any notes except their own and the 
notes of other specie paying banks, it does not prc- 
hibit them from receiving the notes of suspended 
banks in the payments of debts. This, in justice, 
they ought to de, whenever these notes are offered 
in payment of loans which were made in irredeema- 
ble pager; and this, in most instances, they would 
be glad to do whenever notes of the solvent banks 
of Baltimore er Richmond are offered in payment 
of individaal debts. But I am asked, what use 
could the banks make of these rotes, unless they 
were permitted to pay them out at their counters? 
I answer, they can send them home to Baltimore 
or Richmond, deposite the ameunt to their credit, 
and draw drafts upon itin payment of the debts 
which they may now owe to foreign banks in a 
state of suspension. If there be still a balance in 
their favor, they can demand interest for it; and if 
they do not think proper to enforce payment! at pre- 
sent, they will receive both the principal and the 
interest upon the general resumption of specie 
payments. The District banks can, I have no 
doubt, get along very well for themselves under this 
bill, whilst they will greatly benefit the commu- 
nity. 

But the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. Dixon] 
says, we might as well attempt to incorporate the 
paupers of the District on the condition that they 
should pay specie, as to pass the present bill. As 
well attempt to incorporate the paupers as these 
banks, who are now able to redeem their outstand- 
ing notes, and have a considerable surplas left in 
gold and silver! This is a wonderful proposition. 

_ But he is also opposed to the bill because he be- 
lieves that these banks will again suspend specie 
payments within the year during which we propose 
to prolong their existe:ce, and in that event he 
thinks it wrong to deprive them of the power, as 
this bill does, of declaring dividends. But is it un- 
jast to deprive banks of the power of dividing pro- 
fits among their stockholders whilst they refuse 10 
pay their honest debts? No, sir: no. Under such 
circumstances they ought to be compelled to hus- 


which requires a speedy ‘resumption of | 


their cordial assent to the provisions of this bill— 
what is it? The third section of the bill renders 
the stockholders of all these banks individually re- 
sponsible, to the amount of their stock, for debts 
hereafter contracted duriag the period they may 
remain stockholders. This, I am infcrmed, is al- 
ready the law of South Carolina. It ought to be 
the law every where: and although I care nothing 
for this provision in the present bill, which is a 
mere temporary measure to endure but for a single 
year, yet in my own State, with my consent, no 
new bank shall ever be incorporated without asimi- 
lar provision. What, sir, shall the stockholders, 
who have enjoyed all the privileges and profits of 
prosperous banking, be permitted to say tothe poor 
man whe has been compelled to take their notes, 
our bank has been so badly managed that it has 
now become insolvent, and we shall keep all we 
have got, whilst you shall receive nothing? This 
individual responsibility of the stockholders to the 
noteholders is one of the essential reforms required 
in our banking system. Its effect would in the end 


prove as beneficial to the banks themselves as to | 


tbecommunity. If the stockholders were respon- 
sible, you would piobably never wi'ness another 
suspension of specie payments. It isthey who 
elect the directors, and if responsible individually 
for the notes issued, they would take care that the 
bank should be conducted in such a prudent man- 
ner as to keep themselves out of danger. Seli- 
interest would thus be interposed to secure the pub- 
lic. But what isthe case now? Every thing is 
conducted at hap-hazard. The stockholder knows 
that he can never be made individually liable for 
the payment of the notes issued by the bank. He 
is therefore satisfied if he can get his eight or ten 
per cent. per annum in dividends, with an occa:ion- 
al contingent dividend of fifteen or twenty percent. 
and he pays no attention te the management of the 
institution. But let self-interest bring the questioA 
home to his own bosom, and he will be vigilant and 
cautious, and his whole condact will be changed. 
Most certainly if a loss is to be incurred, it ought 
to fa!l upon those who have a direct control over 
the management of the bank and receive all its 
profits, rather than upon the innocent individual 
wholly disconnected frem it, who has taken its 
notes in the course of his honest business. 

I might remark, in regard to this provision of the 


bill, that in practice it would prove to be mere bru- | 


tum fulmen, with which the banks of Alexandria 
ought not to be terrified. It is only the declaration 
of a general principle which can never be carried 
into execution without minute and carefully guard- 
ed legislation, in which the present bill is singularly 
defective. If this bill were not merely intended to 
subserve a temporary purpose, it ought never to 


pass without many amendments. It not only omits | 


essential provisions which ought to be inserted in 
any new bank charter, but the salutary principles 
which it asserts can never be carried into effective 
execution under its present provisions. The late 
hour of the session, and the hasty manner in which 
it has been got up, and the very short period during 
which it will exist, must be the justification for its 
imperfections. It is certainly the only bill which 
can now pass; and although I have manifested my 
willingness to accord to the banks more liberal 
terms, I have no doubt that every bank in the Dis- 
trict, with perhaps a single exception, will gladly 
embrace its provisions, before the end of sixty 
days. Why should we refase them the option? 

I need not now reiterate what I have over and 
over again repeated on this floor, at successive ses- 
sions, ever since the question first arose, that I am 
epposed to an exclusive metallic currency, and that 
I support the reform and not the destruction of the 
banks. I desire to restrict them in such a manner 
as to convert them into useful agents of the people, 
instead of destroying them by their successive ex- 
pausions, and contractions, and suspensions. I 
cherish the hope that, ere long, the State of Penn- 
sylvania, which owes much to her sister States for 
the mischief she has done them by rechartering 
the Bank of the United States, will set an example 
worthy of their imitation, by controlling and re- 
forming her banks in such a manner as te make 
rosin blessings, instead of evils, to the whole coun- 

ry. a 
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SPEEÇ H OF Mr. SMITH, 
i Or Inpiana. 

In Senate, Febriiary 12, 1840-—On the Report and 
Resolulidgs relative to the assumption of State 
Debis. 4 
Mr. SMI pa On the 3d day of March, 

1829, Mr. President, the Administration immedi- 

ately pre ie last terminated its legal and po- 

litical existence), On the next day, in the presence 
of many of us, afid of the assembled multitude, on 
the east portico of the Capitol, President Jackson 
delivered his inaugural address, and took upon him- 
self the administration of public affairs. In that 
address will be found this language: “ As long as 
our Government is administered for the good of the 
people, and is regulated by their will; as long as it 
secures to us the rights of person and property, lib- 
erty of conscience and of the press, it is worth de- 
fending.” Political truths worthy of all accepta- 
tion, and should be remembered by.every Ameri- 
can citizen, They breathe the spirit of our insti- 
tutions, of freedom, of liberty, and the rights of the 

eople, to every word of which Mr. S. heartily gave 

is assent. At the meeting of the next session of 

Congress, in the winter of 1829, after President 
Jackson had had the season to cast his vigilant eye 
over the country, to examine the operations of the 
policy that had preceded his administration since 
the foundation of the Government, and to ascertain 
the condition of the country in its various interests, 
in his annual Message he says: 

“ The public prosperity is evinced in the increas- 
ing revenue arising from the sales of the public 
lands, and in the steady maintenance of that pro- 
duced by imposts and tonnage, notwithstanding the 
additional duties imposed by the act of 19th May, 
1828, and the unusual imporiations in the early part 
of that year.” 

This was the first official recognition, on the part 
of the President, of the prosperity of that country 
which he had received at the surrender of the pre- 
vious Administration. It wus made ata time when 
he could look over the whole ground, and after he 
had had full time to become well acquainted with 
the matter. Previous to this period, it will be re- 
membered that the whole policy of the Government 
had passed in review before the party that had just 
come into power; and what ofevil and what of good 
that had transpired in the policy of the Government 
from its foundation was before the new Adminis- 


| tration, of which President Jackson was the chief, 


and the only responsible exponent of its views. Nor 
can it be presumed that he would, under the cir- 
cumstances, have conceded to his predecessors and 
their policy the merit of having left the nation in 
a state of “public prosperity,” unless such had been 
the fact. pe. 

Mr. S. said he would rapidly glance over the pol- 
icy of the nation previous to the administration of 
President Jackson ; not for the purpose of entering 
into an argument to sustain or deny the correctness 
or incorrectness of the measures to which he should 
refer—all that ground of controversy had been 
fully explored and discussed again and again, and 
he should enter into no controversy about them 
now; they had passed and gone by. He did not 
propose to bring them back, except as facts that had 
transpired, and were known to all. This Govern- 
ment had, at a very early period, adopted a course 
of policy that recognised a currency composed of 
paper and metals, or what is denominated a mixed 
currency, used by the Administration as well as the 
people. The policy of sustaining national and in- 
dividual credit was openly advocated and defended 
from the earliest period of our national existence, 
and was at all times recognised by all political par- 
ties, The fiscal operations of the nation were car- 
tied on in the same kind of currency, throngh the 
instrumentality of a National Bank, for about forty 
years of its existence, during all of which time, 
while those operations were progressing, not a dol- 
lar was ever lost to the Government through that 
fiscal agent; nor did it cost the Government one 
cent to collect and disburse her revenues in the dif- 
ferent parts of the nation. On the contrary, she 
received a large bonus for that privilege, and the 
use of the deposites. The exchanges between the 
different parts of the country were maintained at 
from one-half to one per cent. The national debt 
was reduced to a small amount, which, under the 
operation of the sinking fund, was soon afterwards 
extinguished. The ordinary expenses incident to 
an administration in usual times were§about thir- 
teen millions of dollars. Works df internal im- 
provement, of-a national character, were sanctions 
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ed; harbors and rivers were cleared out, commerce 
rotected, and the national arm of defence, both 
and and naval, was honored and encouraged ; man- 
ufactories had sprung up, and, by moderate protec- 
tion, had been enabled to start fair, to maintain a 
competition in our own markets with the foreign 
manufacturer; while the duties imposed operated 
in the character of protection, and, at the same 
time, afforded the means of raising a revenue to 
support the Government. The nation, under this 
policy, had marched, with strides unparalleled in 
the history of the world, towards its destined great- 
ness. President Jackson could do no less than ac- 
knowledge all this when he received the charge of 
administering the Government from his immediate 
predecessor. Itistrue he spoke of some reform 
which he thought necessary ; but, as to the general 
rosperity of the nation, he bore willing testimony. 
he banks were neither numerous, nor the paper 
money and specie combined too much in quantity 
for the business of the nation, in the opinion of any 
body. Thus stood the matter, as acknowledged by 
President Jackson himself; and none, surely, will 
refuse full credence to his statement. 

The Government was administered by the late 
Administration for eight years. In some respects, 
the policy of the preceding Administration was ma- 
terially changed; amongst which may be named 
the change in the financial policy. The Bank of 
the United States was broken down. The State 
bank system was resorted to; the vacuum created 
by the withdrawal of the United States Bank capi- 
` taland currency was filled to order by the State 
banks. The destruction of the United States Bank, 
the withdrawal of the public deposites from that 
institution, the selection of the State banks as fiscal 
agents, and all the consequences resulting from this 
policy in the increase of the circulation, the high 

‘ices, the great sales of the public lands, the in- 
Messe of the public revenue, the stimulus to com- 
merce and speculative action, were justly attributed 
to that Administration and its policy. hether for 

or evil, politicians might, and honesily did, 
iffer in regard to them. That was a controversial 
ground that it was not the purpose of Mr. S. to 
tread; his object was not to cast censure, but to state 
facts, and to give the credit of that policy and its 
consequences to the Administration that was justly 
entitled to it. He had his opinions of the policy, 
and he had freely stated them on other occasions; 
he would not repeat them now. The administra- 
tion of President Jackson, with its fruits, will, for 
good or evil, form a poe epoch in the history 
of the country. Whatever might be the opinion 
of others, it was not for the present Administration 
and its friends to condemn the preceding one, Mr. 
S. should rely upon the testimony which he was 
about to produce to the Senate, to prove that, at the 
time of the out-going of the late, and the in-coming 
of the present Administration, the country was in a 
high state of prosperity. And he should charge the 
resent Administration with the receipt of a people 
in that prosperous state, and hold it respousible for 
the maintenance of that state of affairs. f 

On the 3d day of March, 1837, the administration 
of President Jackson ceased. The prominent part 
he had taken in changing some part of the policy 
of his predecessor, impressed his mind with the pro- 
priety of following the example of the Father of his 
country, and leaving for the benefit of the nation a 
farewell address, in which it must be supposed he 
breathed a spirit of truth and candor which an or- 
dinary State paper might well imitate. It was his 
farewell address to his people, his dying political 
legacy, in which he would most certainly “nothing 
extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.” It was 
to some short extracts from that memorabie legacy 
Mr. S. desired to cal] the attention of the Senate. 
Mr. S. then read the extracts: . 

“ My public life has been a long one, and [ can- 
not hope that it has at all times been free from er- 
rors. Bat I have the consolation of knowing that 
if mistakes have been committed, they have not se- 
rously injured the country I so anxiously endeav- 
ored to serve; and atthe moment when I surrender 
my last public trust, Z leave this great people pros- 
perous and happy, in the full enjoyment of liberty, 

and honored arid respected by every natioñ of the 
world.” 

“The progress of the United States, under our 
free and kanns institutions, has surpassed the. most 

sanguine hopes of the founders of the Republic. 
Our growth has been beyond all former example in 
numbers, in wealth, in knowledge, and all the use- 
ful arts which contribute to the comfort and conve- 


Erä 


nience of man ; and from the earliest history to the 
present day, there never have been thirteen millions 
of people associated in one political body who en- 
joyed so much freedom and happiness as the people 
of the United States.” 

Such, Mr. President, is the evidence furnished 
by the late President Jackson of the condition of the 
country when he surrendered the reins to his suc- 
cessor. How does this testimony correspond with 
the speech of the Senator from South Carolina ? 
(Mr. Cauuoun.) He charges the present condition 
of the country tothe tariff of 1828. Mr. S. said the 
Senator had not relieved the present Administra- 
tion from the difficulty of being instrumental main- 
ly in bringing the nation to its present state of em- 
barrassment; for, if he will look to the ayes and 
noes on the passage of that bill, he will find who 
supported it. Would he not find President Van 
Buren of the number? But the tariff of 1828 had 
gone into operation and performed all its mischief, 
if such was its effect on the country, long before 
the solemn declarations of President Jackson which 
Mr. S. had read. 

The Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. BucHanan) 
had traced our embarrassments to the Bank of the 
United States. But it will be remembered that that 
bank had ceased te act, and had no connexion what- 
ever with the Government, long before the date of 


| the farewell address of President J ackson. 


The Senator from Missouri (Mr. Benton) attrib- 
utes the state of public affairs to the paper currency 
and expanded credit of the conntry, and seeks relief 
ina hard-money circulationalone. But did not that 
Senator admit that all the prosperity of the country 
had arisen under a mixed currency from the foun- 
dation of the Government? Did he not see that, if 
it was an excess of paper that produced the distress 
in the country, and the derangement of the curren- 
cy, no such excess was known during the Admin- 
istration preceding thatof President Jackson? And 
Ga he not see that all the excess or redundancy in 

e currency of which he complained had taken 
place, and was in full blast, anterior to the partin 
declaration of President Jackson, when he declared 
to the world that he left “this great people prosper- 
ous and happy?” 

Mr. S. said he was apprized that, under the strict 
rules of evidence, the present Administration could 
not be charged with having received a nation of 
prosperous and happy People upon the mere state- 
ments of President Jackson that it was so at the 
time he delivered it over, notwithstanding the fact 
that the counsels of the out-going and the in-coming 
President were intimately. associated. “And that 
Mr. S. might not be said to place the matter ex- 
clusively on that ground, he would read an extract 
from the inaugural address of President. Van Bu- 
ren, delivered on the 4th day of March, 1837, and 


- which appeared next morning stitched up with the 


farewell address of his predecessor. 
read the following extract: 

‘At home, while our Government qnietly but ef- 
ficiently performed the sole legitimate end of politi- 
eal institutions, in doing the greatest good to the 
greatest number, we present an aggregate of human 
prosperity surely not elsewhere to be found.” 

-Did the in-coming President deny the truth of the 
statement of his predecessor? Did he say that the 
tariff of 1628 had injured the country? Did he 
say, as was contended by the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. Auten) on yesterday, that the policy of the 
early financiers and statesmen had cankered the 
institutions of the country, and paralyzed the pros- 
perity of the nation? Did he contend that, owing 
to the fact that we had not observed the hard-mo- 
ney doctrines of the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. 
Benton, ) our prosperity had been blighted, and our 
energies paralyzed? No such thing, Mr. Presi- 
dent; no such thing. He openly, before the assem- 
bled multitude, acknowledged the truth of the pros- 
perous condition of the country, the administration 
of which he was about to take upon himself, and 
signed the receipt for it which had been read— 
“We present an ie ate of human prosperity sure- 
ly not elsewhere to be found? - 

_ Mr. S. said he hoped Senators would.be satisfied 
with the condition of public affairs, as declared by 
both these distinguished individuals at the time the 
present Administration came into power; they cer- 
tainly would not attempt to discredit these illustri- 
ous witnesses, nor deny the authenticity of the pa- 
pers which he had read. What had he proved in 
the case, and what had he disproved?’ He had 

roved hy President Jackson that at the time he de- 

ivered his farewell address he left “this great peo- 


r. S. then 
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ple prosperous and happy.” What else? Why, 
that, under the policy of the coun on its first 
organization, “the progress of the United States, 
under our free and happy institutions, has surpass- 
ed the most sanguine hopes of the founders of the 
Republic; our growth has been beyond all former 
example in numbers, in wealth, in knowledge, and 
all the useful arts.” And he had disproved the 
charges made against the previous policy of the 
country. He had shown that it was under that 
policy that the country had prospered beyond any 
country in theworld. He had proved that the pre- 
sent incumbent had received from his predecessor 
a nation in the highest state of prosperity, without 
a national debt, and at peace with all the world. 
All this he had proved by their own statements; but 
he would not stop here. He would ask Senators to 
glance at the state of the business of the nation—of 
the currency of the nation; at the enterprise and 
general evidence of prosperity of the nation at the 
lime the present Administration came into power, 
Mr. S. would speak so as to be understood by all 
who might do him the honor to read his remarks, 
At the time alluded to, the manufactories of the na- 
tion were doing a fair business; commerce was 
rospering; the national Treasury was filled; the 
armer received a fair price for his produce; wheat 
in the west one dollar and upwards per bushel; flour 
six dollars per barrel; pork six dollars per hundred, 
and all other kinds of produce in proportion; State 
improvements were rapidly progressing; individ- 
ual enterprise was every where visible; commer- 
cial transactions were carried on with facility and 
convenience; the laboring classes of society had 
plenty of employ at good wages; the exchanges of 
the country were at about one percent. between the 
East and the West; money was plenty and interest 
low. Such was the state of the country at the peri- 
od of the surrender by President Jackson of the 
direction of public affairs. Mr. S. said he was ap- 
prized that it was said that all this was an unna- 
tural, diseased state of the nation, its finances, and 
its business, To this he would merely reply, that 
his object was to present the facts, and not to dis- 
cuss these controverted questions. He would say, 
however, to the objectors, that if all this evidenced 
disease in the affairs of the nation, that disease had 
been brought upon her by the late Administration 
to a great extent. It was enough, however, for the 
purpose of the argument he intended to address to 
the Senate, that the country was not viewed as dis- 
eased by President Jackson, or received by Presi- 
dent Van Buren with the least intimation to the 
peoplet hat there was any disease preying on the 
vitals of the national prosperity. He therefore felt 
justified in taking these distinguished individuals at 
their word, and charging to the policy that had 
been pursued the misfortunes, embarrassments, and 
distress under which the whole country and its bu- 
siness labored. How stands the case? How stands 
the prosperity of the people now? What is the 
state of the monetary affairs of the nation? What 
the commercial? What the manufacturing? What 
the farming? Whatthe laboring? What the rne- 
chanical? The State improvements? Let each ot 
these interests in the country answer the question. 
Sir, (said Mr. 8.) Senators could theorize beauti- 
fauly. He had heard the Senator from South Ca- 
rolina (Mr. Caumous) with that interest which the 
Senator always gave to the subjects he discussed, 
He theorized and generalized with great effect; 
but still it was but theory and generalization. Thet 
Senator had made on this subject what he called a 
Northern speech; he had even regretted that the 
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Wessrer) was 
not in his place’to hear him, believing, as he said, 
that he could satisfy even that Senator of the cor- 
rectness of his views. I: was not tha purpose ot 
Mr, S. to step between those distinguished Sena- 
tors ; but he confessed that the a‘titude in which he 
saw the Senator from South Carolina was a new 
one. It was the first time he had ever heard him 
eur tprng to protect the Northern manufacturers. 
It had, therefore, directed the attention of Mr. S, to 
that portion of the argument of the Senator. He 
believed he fully comprehended the Senator. The 
Senator had attempted to maintain that the only 
protection which the Northern manufacturer re- 
quired was the reduction of the labor of the work- 
man, and a like reduction on the produce on which 
they stibsisted ; that, by reducing these, the profit on 
the capital of the manufacturer whould be increas- 
ed inthe same ratio. This might or it might not 
be so; but it was certainly a remarkable poor man’s 
argument; it was the very doctrine for which the 
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opponents of this levelling destructive policy con- 
tend, that the object and ẹffect is to reduce free la- 
bor and produce, for the benefit of the capitalists of 
the nation; or, in other words, to make the rich 
richer, and the r poorer. It was a doctrine 
against which Mr. S. entered his solemn protest. 

e Senator from South Carolina would excuse 
an idea that Mr. S. had received while listening to 
his speech. There might be nothing in it. He 
would, however, throw it out for what it was worth. 
He had thought it possible that, while that Senator 
was endeavoring to satisfy the Senate that it was 
for the interest of the North to reduce the labor and 
produce of that section to a specie standard, his 
mind’s eye was South with his interest, and that his 
speech was not so much to favor the Northern man- 
ufacturer as the Southern planter. Might it not be 
that the Senator reasoned after this wise: Our sta- 

le is cotton; our principal market is in Europe. 

e own our laborers; it is immaterial to us what 
the price of labor may be, for we have that within 
ourselves; it is immaterial to the price of our staple 
what may be the poe of the ordinary American 
products, our mar 
we can reduce the price of free labor, and, conse- 
quently, that of the produce on which we feed our 
hands, to one-half what it now costs us, it will be a 
clear gain to us of so much; while the free laborer 
and the produce-raiser of the West and North are 
the sufferers ?. There might possibly be nothing in 
this view of the case. If there was not, the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina was the dupe; if there 
was, then he held those who acted with him from 
the North and West in the hollow of his hand. 
That Senator was sometimes mistaken. If, how- 
ever, in this instance, he should be right, Northern 
and Western Senators, from the grain-growing 
and produce-raising States, might possibly fin 
themselves wrong. 

Mr. S. had said that Senators over the way could 
theorize finely; they could speak like the book, and 
sometimes they even spoke from the book; but he 
had become sick and tired of their theorizing 
speeches, while the whole experience of the nation 
spoke, in language not to be misunderstood, in di- 
rect opposition toe the results to which they had 
come. The Senator from Ohio (Mr. ALLEN) had 


on yesterday delivered a long dissertation on de- 
mocracy and federalism, tracing all the mal-ad- 
ministration of public affairs to what he was pleas- 
ed to call the Hamiltonian doctrines, and wading 
That 
Senator, at the outset, had taken his stand upon a 
Mr. S. had 
thought, while he was eulogizing an Administra- 
tion that had reduced the people of his State to 
their present condition of distress and embarrass- 
ment, that a portion of the history of Rome would 
have suited him much better, which speaks of a 
‘Nero fiddling while Rome was in flames. Had 


up with a eulogy on this Administration. 


portion of the history of England. 


S. was much mistaken i 
the condition of affairs there any thing to require 
at his hands eulogies or hosannas, even at this time ; 
and unless all the signs of the times are deceptive, 
he would have less cause to rejoice over a course 
of measures which must bring eyen deeper distress 
upon those whose interest he should have at heart. 
Did that Senator suppose he could fasten on the 
policy of the nation, previous to the Administration 
whieh prn the present one, the situation of his 
people? He, to be sure, attributed it to the effects 
of inflated paper and credit; but did he not know 
that it was the late Administration that had given 
impulse to, and had been the hot-house of, that infla- 
tion, if it existed? Did he expect the farmers of 
his State, when returning home with fifty cents a 
bushel for wheat in lieu of a dollar, would thank 
him for his eulogy on the cause of the depression ? 
It might be possible that the people of Ohio were 
different from the citizens of other States, but he 
did not believe it. 

. Mr.S. said he would turn his attention a moment 
to the Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. BUCHANAN.) 
He had listened to the speech of that Senator with 
some feeling. The Senator had delivered it in 
fine style. He had fallen in with the hard-money 
doctrines. He had adopted as orthodox the doc- 
trines of a reduction of the price of labor as essen- 
tial to even manufacturing prosperity. He had 
anathematized the banks, and in a most especial 
manner the United States Bank of Pennsylvania. 
"Those around the Senator appeared delighted, but 
Mr. S. had very different feclings. He believed 
the Senator wrong in his principles, and that de- 


that Senator turned his ae to his own State, Mr. 


et is not a domestic one; and if 
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struction would be the effect produced by his dic- 


trines. The sound of the Senator’s fine voice had 
scarcely died away from the dome of the chamber, 
before the noble proclamation of the Governor of 
his own State reached us. The Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, like a majority here, were pressing 
on to the destruction of the banks, to the destruc- 
tion of the currency, credit, and business of the 
country. Whether prompted from head-quarters 
here, or not, was not the business of Mr. S. to in- 
quire. The destructive bill had passed the House 
of Representatives, and was in the Senate for ac- 
tion, when Governor Porter rose above the atmo- 
sphere of party, became the Governor of the State, 
and spoke, in a voice that made the hearts of the 
warmest partisans around him quail, Stop, stop in 
your mad career ; remove the rack; take away the 
torture; the patient isexpiring; Pennsylvania can 
bear no more. Mr. S. said Pennsylvania was his 
native State. She was his real, while Indiana was 
his adopted mother ; and, as one of her absent sons, 
ever interested in her welfare, he could not do less 
than say that Governor Porter, in his opinion, had 
won for himself, in that single act of his life, a 
claim to a greater degree of the gratitude of his 
fellow-citizens than in all the rest put together. 
Mr. S. would let no political considerations prevent 
him from doing justice to a political opponent, 
when it was so well deserved. 

Mr. S. said he had noticed very briefly the posi- 
tion which the Senators over the way had assumed, 
as satisfactory to their minds, upon the great mat- 
ters before the people, in an attempt to account for 
the embarrassment and distress that pervaded the 
whole country. He had showed that all those 
causes existed before the close of the administra- 
tion of President Jackson, and that when he left 
the administration of public affairs, he left the peo- 
ple, in hisown language, g porom and happy.” 

e had showed that Mr.. Van Buren received it 
in that prosperous condition, as admitted in his in- 
augural address, delivered at the time, and stitch 
ed up with the farewell address of President Jack- 
son. 

Mr. S. proposed to examine the condition of the 
country in Jess than three years in the hands of the 
present Administration ; and then submitthe matter 
to the people, whether this Government is now ad- 
ministered, in the language of President Jackson 
in his inaugural address, “ for the good of the peo- 
ple, and regulated by their will,” or whether it had 
not been administered contrary to their will and 
against their interest; whether the war on the 
banks, the credit, the commerce, the business, the 
currency, and the destructive policy now in full 
blast, had not brought this “ prosperous and happy 
people” to the very brink of ruin. How stands the 
case? ‘Fhe exchanges, which evidence the hea!th 
of commercial action, which were at from one-half 
to one per cent. before the tampering with the cur- 
rency commenced, were most unequal and in a ru- 
inous state of derangement. Mr. S. then read from 
a paper he held, a table of exchanges, dated New 
York, February 8, 1840: 


Philadelphia, 63 to 7 Louisville, 10 to 12 
Baltimore, 6} Nashville, 12 to 15 
Richmond, 7to8 Natchez, 30 

Augusta, 10 Cincinnati, 10 to 12 
Mobile, 7to8 Detroit, 10 to 12 


New Orleans, 4 St. Louis, 12 

The works of internal nena in the States 
have been suspended, and the laborers thrown out 
of employ, and in many instances left almost with- 
out subsistence. The banks have been compelled 
to curtail their discounts and draw in their circu- 
lation, The price of produce has depreciated al- 
ready one-half, with prospects of still greater de- 
pression Money has become so scarce that the 
impossibility of paying debts is alarming, while the 
real and personal estates of the debtors are unavail- 
able, no matter how much they may have. Mr.S. 
said he would read tothe Senate some extracts to 
show how the matter stands in the different sec- 
tions of the country. He then read an extract from 
the Zanesville (Ohio) Gazette of the 5th instant: 

“ Wheat continues to sell in places at 50 cents 
per bushel; flour, retail, $3 per barrel. We arein- 
formed that two hundred ere were sold last 
week at $2 623 per barrel; another lot was sold at 
$2 75. Pork and every other agricultural product 
in the west are depreciated in the same propor- 
tion. 

eera of a letter from Indiana of the 2d in- 
stant: 


€ I hardly know what to write you, unless T re 


Smith of Indiana. 


| help? The 
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peat the saying that is herethe most familiar—hard 
times, no collections, suing, breaking up, produce’ 
goes a begging, our laborers thrown out of employ; 
there is no telling who may or who may not break; 
all our improvements stopped ; our debtor classare 
ruined. hat is to be the end of these matters? 
Let the experimenters answer. God knows times 
are shard enough now, and getting worse every 
day. 

Extract from the letter of an intelligent Bucks 
county (Pennsylvania) farmer. Mr. S. said this 
letter came from the county of his birth, and from 
a friend of his youth: 

“ The effect of their measures we farmers alrea- 
dy feel sorely. Beef and pork are two dollars per 
cwt. lower than last gon cattle from 30 to 40 per 
cent. lower; and the different kinds of grain on an 
average are not more than half so high as they 
have been for four years past, and are falling.” 

“ New Orveans, January 29. 

“The anticipations of relief from the prevailing 
pressure during the present winter are, thus far, not 
realized. ‘Times are, perhaps, a little harder now 
than they ever were, with no prospect of a speedy 
change for the better. During the last few days we 
have heard of several capitalists bending under 
the weight, who hitherto stood erect. The opening 
of navigation in the Ohio, it is to be hoped, may- 
give an impulse to trade that will be found benefi- 
cial. Unless succor comes from some quarter, eve- 
ry debtor in the country ‘ will have to break? There 
is no money scarcely stiriing, and no way of get- 
ting it. Can’t the Legislature do something for our 
ublic are looking in that direction ; 
but, we apprehend, with slender hopes of receiving 
efficient and substantial aid.”—Budletin. 

Mr. S. said he could read letter after letter, ex- 
tract after extract, newspaper after newspaper—all, 
all speaking the same language; and yet Senators 
here could stand coldly reading extracts from Brit- 
ish books; and even the Administration, having 
derived no light from experience, and disdaining 
the plain, humble, republican track of our ances- 
tors, had thought it necessary to set on foot an ex- 
ploring expedition amongst the monarchical Govern- 
ments of the old world fora financial policy for 
this Republic, and a bill carrying out that policy 
had actually passed the Senate, and would probably 
become a law. But why continue the extracts ? 
Was it not admitted on all hands that every inter- 
est and business of the nation was surrounded by 
embarrassments, heart-rending, and calling not 
only for the justice but for the sympathy of the Sen- 
ate? And yet gentlemen over the way could still 
press on with their fatal policy, without one feeling 
of sympathy for the suflerings of the people: the 
Administration was inexorable. Sir, (said Mr. 8.) 
let other Senators feel as they might—let the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina generalize—let the Sena- 
tor from Ohio sing hosannas to the authors of these 
calamities—let the Senator from Pennsylvania con- 
tend for the reduction of wages and the destruction 
of the currency of his State, unmoved by the suf- 
ferings and distress around them; he (Mr. 8.) was 
not made of that kind of stuff; he had a heart that 
he hoped with its last pulsation would beat with 
sympathy for the sufferings of his fellow-men. He 
could not fold his arms and look on, like the public 
executioner, while the Administration put upon the 
rack and torture the people of his State; he could 
not see the property torn from his people and sacri- 
ficed, themselves and families thrown upon the 
cold charity of the world, without at least placing 
before them the whole matter, leaving them to de- 
cide whether the Government, under the present 
rulers, was administered for the benefit of the peo- 
ple; and if not, whether such an Administration 
was “ worth defending,” in the language of Presi- 
dent Jackson. 

Mr. S. said he was sick, heart-sick, of hearing 
speeches, speeches, and no rélief—no prospect of 
relief to the people. The course of gentlemen 
(Mr. S. said) reminded him of one of the most 
affecting incidents of his life. He was sent for to 
the sick bed of a valued friend; he found his friend 
near his dissolution; his whole appearance indi- 
cated his speedy departure. Mr. S. asked the at- 
tending physician if there could be no remedy—if 
there was no relief? The doctor shook his head, 
and replied, None, I fear; the case is fever; I have 
given him calomel, dose after dose, from twenty to 
fifty grains, but it seems to have no effect upon him. 
But, Doctor, will not you try something else 1 No, 
sir; the case is fever, and the books say calomel 
is the remedy; we must follow the bocks, But do 
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you not see the patient is dying? Your remedy is 
certainly not the correct one, or you would not 
kill your patients with it. His friend died, and Mr. 
S. had the poor consolation of knowing that he had 
taken calomel in doses prescribed by the books; 
but all were not so well satisfied that it was the best 
remedy for the disease as Tn to that particular 

tient, although it might have been judicious in 
some cases. So (said Mr. S.) you have been givin 
calomel, calomel, calomel, possibly as prescribe 
by some of your books; bat do you not see your 
patient is dying? Do you not see you will ruin the 
country by your piyi Will you persist? Mr. S. 
said he would to Heaven he had the influence with 
Senators over the way, as well as with the Admin- 
istration, that Governor Porter seems to have had 
with his Legislature. He would say to them, Stop, 
stop; require not the people to drink to the very 
dregs this cup of your policy; throw away your 
books and loo at your people, and you must be- 
come satisfied that your remedy, your policy, has 
been wholly a mistaken one. If you will not sepa- 
rate from it, rest assured the people will separate 
from you; patience under such policy will not al- 
ways bea virtue. There may be relief possibly 
found through the ballot-boxes, should ruin not 
overtake them before they reach that constitutional 
remedy. 

Mr. S. said he had heard from the Senator from 
South Carolina, as weli as from the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, a dissertation on currency, and he 
was free to admit that he had read some authdrs on 
that highly important subject himself. He was 
aware that the genera} principles were; that an in- 
crease of currency produced a corresponding in- 
crease of prices. e had heard much of a redun- 
dant currency, and its effects upon the business of 
the country. It was one of the mos: difficult ques- 
tions ever examined. Asto when the currency was 
or when it was not redundant, so much depended 
upon the business, inyprovements, increase of popu- 
lation, and a thousard other considerations, that it 
would be only conjecture. He was aware that there 
was much speculation and theorizing on the whole 
subject; but he had thought a single consideration, 
to which he would advert, had not been sufficiently 
attended to, either by authors or Senators; and that 
was, that it was not so much the quantity of money 
in circulation in a country, as the rapidity of its mo- 
tion, that created either a supposed redundancy or 
scarcity in the transactions of society. He held that 
velocity or motion might be so accelerated as to 
make one htmdred dollars answer more of the val- 
unable purposes of society at one period of time, than 
one thousand dollars, with less activity, would at 
another. Motion, applied to currency, would be 
accelerated either by a suspicion on the part of the 
holder of the currency in his possession, which 
would induce him to part with it as soon as possi- 
ble; or, by that universa? and vital principle of all 
society, confidence between man and man—the first 
principle operating upon currency—thatis,suspicion 
of its permanent value, could only operate on bank 
paper, and, when once attacked, must necessarily 
drive it ont of circulation. The absence of the 
other principle, confidence, must inevitably arrest, 
in a great degree, the active principle of currency; 
and, with much more money in a country, the ve- 
locity may be so much less that it may be infinitely 
mote scarce than at other times, when there is less 
money in the country, but when confidence is such 
as to give it accelerated motion. There was al the 
present time money enough in the country to relieve 
greatly the embarrassments of the people. Why, 
then, was it so scarce? The obvious answer is, 
that such has been the war upon the banks, upon 
the credit and currency of the country, that confi- 
dence was destroyed between man and man, and 
between the people and the institutions of the coun- 
try; in consequenceof which, the principlesto which 
he had adverted were brought in full operation 
against the active principle of currency motion; 
and, by that means, the money had been driven to 
its hiding-places, from which it would only be forced 
through the instrumentality of the usurer, or of per- 
sons desiring to speculate on the misfortunes of their 
fellow-men, until it should be again set in active 
motion by confidence, thepropelling principle. That 
confidence could never be restored so long as the 
war on the part of the Administratien continued; 
for, Mr. 8. said, he was bound to look upon the pro- 
ceedings before the Senate as a part of the same 
policy that had-been avowed by the President, and 
of which the sub-Treasury had formed a component 
part, , 
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Mr. S. had said all he desired to say on the first 
branch of the subject. He would call the attention 
of the Senate to some other views connected more 
closely with the resolutions before the Senate. It 
seemed to be resolved that the General Government 
should set itself up as grand lecturer of the States. 
Much had been said in the debate by Senators, con- 
demning the report of the commitiee of which he 
was a dissenting member, for the manner in which 
it arrayed the debts of the States before the world; 
and, after the debate of a day, that report had been 
sent back to the committee to be so altered as to omit 
the objectionable statements. The report had been 
so altered, and reported back. All this was well 
enough; but did not Senators see that neither the 


- Senator from Missouri nor the committee had the 


honor of original inventors in that matter? The 
President of the United States, it seems, was at the 
bottom of the whole of it. 

tracts from the last message: 

“Tye foreign debt of our States, corporations, 
and mbn of business, can scarcely be less than two 
hundred millions of dollars.” “It is easy to see 
that the increase of this foreign debt must augment 
the foreign demand on the exports to pay the inter- 
est, and to the same extent diminish the imports; 
and in proportion to the enlargement of the foreign 
debt, and the consequent increasc of interest, must 
be the decrease of the import trade. In lieu of the 
comforts it now brings us, we might have our gi- 
gantic banking institutions, and splendid, but in ma- 
ny instances profitless, railroads and canals, absorb- 
ing to a great extent an interest upon the capital 
borrowed to construct them, the surplus fruits of 
national industry for years to come, and securing 
to posterity no adequate return for the comforts 
which the labor of their hands might otherwise 
have secured. It is not by the increase of this debt 
that relief is to be sovght, but in its diminution.” 

Mr. S. said the entire credit of this whole matter 
was due to the President, and he was not willing to 
see it shifted and placed on the head of either the 
Senator from Missouri or the committee. If the 
States had been arraigned before the Federal Gov- 
ernment, he had shown who was the prosecutor. 
Sir, (said Mr. S.) this is only a portion of the entire 
policy, the centralizing policy of the present Ad- 
ministration. State rights and State legislation are 
to be subject to the animadversion of the federal 
head of this Government. He had pointed Sena- 
tors again and again to the inordinate, ingulfing 
policy of recent times, that swallows up in the tre- 
mendous vortex of Executive powers the rights of 
the States and the legislation of the people. He 
did not advert to it at this time for the purpose of 
entering upon that inexhaustible field of debate, 
but for another purpose. He denied the legitimate 
authority of this General Government to interfere 
with the legislative action- of the States, either to 
censure or hold up to the world that course of poli- 
cy which the States might think proper to adopt. 
All that was'a matter entirely for the States and 
their own citizens. 

Mr. S. said he would, for a few moments, exam- 
ine the doctrines of that portion of the message 
which he had read. He did so with the more pleas- 
ure, because in the examination he hoped to be able 
to answer some of the positions of Senators over 
the way, which were mere commentaries on the 
text he had read fromthe message. The great in- 
justice (tosay the least of it) of holding up the debts 
of a State, without at the same time presenting its 
resources, is too palpable to need comment. Jus- 
tice requires, at all times, that both sides of the ac- 
count should be stated. Any other course was only 
calculated to mislead, and to prejudice the debtor 
in the eyes of the world. If you say of a man that 
he owes fifty thousand dollars, and say no more, 
you affect his credit with the world; none would 
trust him except those who knew his ability to pay. 
Bat if you say of him, in addition, that he 1s amply 
good for treble that sum, the credit side brings up 
the balance in his favor. So in relation to the debts 
of the States and people. It was possible they might 
amount to the sum named by the President, but still 
he only gave one side of the case. The President 
had kindly told the States that “ it is not by the in- 
crease of this debt that relief is to be sought, but in 
its diminution.” Now, sir, that may or it may not 
be so, according to the circumstances surrounding 
the debtor State; and that was a matter submitted 
exclusively to the people and Legislature of the 
particular State. Did it not strike Senators that 
suspended public works in the States, which must 


. 


remain wholly useless unless completed, and the 


States as they were. 


| pone Take, for example, the 
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money thrown away which had been expended up- 
on them, might be finished to great advantage in 
many instances, even should an increase of the 
debt of the State be the consequence? The error 
into which the President and Senators over the 
way had fallen, was in the application of their ab- 
stractions to the condition of the people and the 
It could not be denied but that 
the abstraction laid down by the President might 
be true, if the public works were completed in the 


| States; but, in their present condition, the States 
| may find that, upon principles of the strictest econ- 
; omy, it may be necessary for them to extend their 
i eredit, and complete some of their unfinished works; 


and it was not for the Federal Government to in- 


į jure their credit, or lecture them as to their internal 
; policy. 
| derstood best, and with them it should be left. 


Mr. S. then read ex- |) There was another remark in the extract which he 


That matter the people of the States un- 


had read, and which had been repeated by Sena- 


: tors, commented upon in the public press, in essays 


and tables of calculation, to which Mr. S. desire 


_ to call the attention of the Senate, for the purpose 


of exposing its fallacy— profitless railroads and 
canals.” Yes, sir, in the present enlightened age 
of the world, the internal improvements of your 
country were to be reduced to a question of dollars 
and cents, to be brought to a counting: house calcu- 
Jation, to be conned over by the usurer, to be weigh- 
ed and tested by the question whether they would 
pay the interest upon their construction. The minds 
of statesmen seem to be limited to the most sordid 
and circumscribed view of the question. We shall 
surely entitle ourselves to the character that has 
been given us in the European journals—“ a dollar 
and cent people.” Were we, iw this enlightened, 
active, commercial, and enterprising age of the 
world, to be told that a canal or railroad that did 
not pay the interest on the cost of its construction, 
was “profitless” to the people? Why, sir, that is 
only a question of taxes; you may collect tolls to 
pay only one per cent. on the construction of the 
work, or you may increase the tolls so as to pay 
five; still you have not touched the question of the 
value of the work to the country. Suppose there 
was not one dollar of tolls collected on a single 
work in the United States, but all were left, like 
your great rivers, free and publichighways. Would 
they be the less useful, valuable, or profitable to the 
ew York and 
rie canal. Is it by the amount of tolls collected 


| on that great work that its utility and value to the 


State are to be tested or ascertained? Surely not. 
If the State of New York was in a condition to dis- 
pense with tolls altogether, would it be contended 
that her work would not be equally as profitable 
and valuable to the great mass of her citizens as it 
noy is? What are tolls? Nothing more nor less 
than taxes on the commerce and business that pass 
through the canal. That tax may be necessary 
to raise the interest on the cost of construction ; but 
it was principally drawn from her commerce, and 
paid ultimately by the consumer, as it entered into 
the price of the produce and merchandise that pass 
through the canal. These remarks are equally 
applicable to railroads. It may then be asked, if 
the profit of a canal or railroad is not to be tested 
by the amount of tolls collected, how is it to be 
done? The answer is obvious: by the benefits re- 
sulting to the State and its citizens, in the increased 
facilities afforded to commercial and agricultural 
operations, with the corresponding increase in the 
value of real estate and the price of every article of 
produce, as well as the reduction in the price of 
every article conveyed over the work. It might 
well be assumed that the State of New York would 
not be the loser, by taking off the tolls entirely from 
her public works as she would relieve her citizens 
from that tax, while she would increase the com- 
merce of her great cities, as well as the business of 
the State generally. It may be asserted, and suc- 
cessfully maintained, that every measure that in- 
creases the industry of the people, which is the 
true wealth of a nation, is beneficial; and every 
policy which paralyzes that industry is injurious 10 
its tendency, and diminishes the quantum of active 
wealth. These great improvements have had the 
effect to increase greatly the enterprising industry 
of the people, and have therefore been beneficial 
to the country, greatly beyond the simple question 
whether they would or would not pay, in the shape 
of tolls or taxes, the interest of the cost of construc- 
tion. Mr.S. said he had felt it to be his duty at the 
first favorable opportunity to prctest against the dol- 
lar and cent view of this great subject, that had 
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been presented by the message, the Senator from 
Missouri, and others. He had done this, protest- 
ing at the same time against the right of the Presi- 
dent or of the Congress of the United States to take 
cognizance of the policy of the States, and to read 
them lectures in relation to that policy which he 
held was for them alcne to decide upon. 

Mr. S. said the Senator from New Hampshire 
(Mr. Hesgarp) had thanked his stars his State was* 
nota debtor State; he had congratulated himself 
and his State that they were not sinners like some 
others, This question, like the others Mr. S. had 
discussed, was not subject to abstract boundaries. 
It might or it might net be prudent for a State to 
become indebted; the same might be said of indi- 
viduals ; buta rule that denounced all the indebted 
Siates, and eulogized all those who had not incurred 
a State debt, might be very liable to deceive those 
who relied upon it. Surely it would not be con- 
tended that either States or individuals who in- 
curred debts were, merely from that circumstance, 
objects of public censure. This was the great error, 
‘Mr, S. repeated, into which the Senators over the 
way had incautiously fallen; they dealt with ab- 
stract principles, and not with facts and a people 
as they exist. It certainly did not follow that, be- 
cause a State or an individual was in debt, there- 
fore she or he was not prosperous ; on the contrary, 
it would hardly be contended that, because a State 
or individual was out of debt, therefore she or he 
was prosperous. Allexperience and ali knowledge 
of men proved to the contrary. As the Senator 
from New Hampshire had thought proper to allude 
to this matter with much self-complaceny, Mr. S. 
would say to that Senator that the State of Indiana 
‘was one of the debtor States; and still he (Mr. S.) 
was entirely willing to compare notes with the 
Senator as to the relative advancement and pros- 
perity of the two States. Mr. S. adverted to that 
matter with much pleasure, not only as a question 
of comparison, but because his State and her debts 
had been made a subject for discussion ; her debts 


had been marshalled before the world, while her j 


resources had been studiously kept out of view. 
This was, to say the least of it, unfair. If her pe- 
~enniary affairs were a proper subject for discussion 
and animadversion here, (which he denied,) let the 
whole truth be told. It was true, Indiana had in- 
curred a State debt, (but not to the amount Stated,) 
for the purpose of interval improvement, and for 
her banking capital. The pclicy adopted by her 
was her own, for weal or wo; and it was to the 
wisdom of her own counsels she had to look in the 
emergency. And here he would say, let the remark 
fall where it might, that, so far as those counsels 
were concerned, he had regretted to see that a 
spirit of crimination and recrimination had crept 
in, growing out of general politics. Parties were 
arrayed, not so much upon the question of her in- 
debtedness, as upon the question which of the great 
arties had induced her to involve herself so deeply. 

r. S. said he was bound in all candor to say that 
it grew out of the times in which her debts were 
contracted; all political parties were stimulated, 
they ventured too far; but all participated in the 
matter in a degree corresponding with their localit 
and anticipated benefits resulting from her worl 
of internal improvement. Her State Government 
was in the hands of one political party, while that 
of her sister, Illinois, was in the other; and yet 
both incurred responsibilities at the same time, and 
each had acted doubtless in a manner which she 
believed at the time to be correct, but which had 
proved disastrous, owing to the revulsion in busi- 
ness and scarcity of es but still he felt bound 
to say that each was, in his mind, amply able to 
discharge every demand upon her, nor would 
either ever for a moment violate her faith. or give 
any just cause to suspect her honor. f 

r. S. said he would read an extract from the 
last message of the Governor of his State, which 
would show to the gentleman from New Hampshire 
and tothe world, that Indiana would at least com pare 
with that Siate, or any other State in the Union that 
had made no improvements and incurred no debts. 
Indiana was admitted into the Union in the year 
1816, with about the constitutional number of 60,000 
souls. Her population on the return of the next 
census would be found to be not less than 800,000. 
Mr. 8. read from the last message of Governor 
Wallace some extracts: 

“ The assessments of taxable property the present 
year are quite favorable; they exhibit most grati- 
fying results, and pie beyond a question that both 

€ population and wealth of the State have been 


steadily on the increase. The taxable polls of 1839 _ 


amount to 95,756 ; but this is evidently much below 
the true estimate, as the aggregate vote cast at the 
last Congressional election very clearly demon- 
strates, that vote being 100,500. Indeed, I have 


. little or no doubt but that a close and careful as- 
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sessment would have returned not less than 115,000 
polls. In 1838, the total valuation of all the taxable 
property of the State amounted to $97,058,094; this 
year that amount has been swelled to $107,337,715. 

“The principal subjects of taxation, it will be 
recollected, consist of lands and their improve- 
ments, town lots, corporation stock, and personal 
property ; of these, the lands the present year, em- 


racing 7,475,320 acres, have been valued at | 


$65,984,879. 

So much for the single item of lands, which the 
Governor says does not include the whole, the as- 
sessment being imperfect. He then adds: 

“ From the sales of public lands, as reported by 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, we 
ascertain that the 8,922,122 acres of land now sub- 
ject to taxation will be angmented annually by the 


following additions: In 1840, by 1,586,904 acres; in . 


1841, by 3,249,210 acres; in 1842, by 1,249,818 
acres; in 1843, by 320,641 acres; proving most con- 
ceive 
acres of taxable land. In times, therefore, like the 
present, when gloom and despondency seem to per- 
vade every bosom, when the credit cf sovereign 
States even can no longer command mone 

abroad, and when bankruptcy and ruin, with 


diana, I presume, devoted to 
feels himself identified with her prosperity and 
glory, can avoid receiving the foregoing facts as 
evidence sufficient to justify him in confidently an- 
ticipating a safe deliverancé from present and fa- 
ture enthralments. Administrations may change, 
parties may alternately triumph, and destructive 
experiments be repeated; but the soil and its fertil- 
ity will remain unaffected by either. It constitutes 
an element of wealth which even man in his folly 
cannot destroy, and which, when all others are 
swept away from him, continues in the perform- 
ance of its functions to cheer and support him 
through every emergency. It is, therefore, matter 
of heartfelt gratification to.see how largely the 


people of Indiana are possessed of this element; | 


for, combined with the untiring energy and indus- 
try which distinguish their character, we feel that 
we hazard nothing in predicting that the wealth 
and resources of the State must continue to expand 
in despite of the most adverse circumstances.” 


Mr. S. said, afler what had been said relative to ` 


the banks, and especially those that had been crea- 
ted by debts incurred abroad, and the allusions of 
the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Benton ) he felt 
called upon to say one word about the banks in his 
own State. Indiana had no banks, except her 
State Bank, which wasnot a bank of deposite, or 
even disconnt, but rather a supervisory head; and 
her branches, he was justified in saying, even in 
1837, at the time of the general suspension, were 
sound to the core. He did not deny but that they 
suspended at that period, but it. was in self-defence. 
The banks in other States had suspended, and as 
their notes in the possession of the Indiana banks 
could not be iade available, 


asked. They resumed at the first moment that 
such a reciprocity was established, and had con- 
tinued to 


on this subject, also: 


“ The condition of the State Bank appears to be | 


healthy. On the 3Ist of October last her assets 
amounted to six million two hundred and forty 


thousand three hundred and twenty-eight dollars, ; 
and her liabilities to three million four hundred | 


and ninety-three thousand and forty-two dollars. 
At the same date, she had in her vaults $1,021,490 
in specie, and $3,124,497 in circulation. The mea- 
sure of total suspension recently adopted by the 
banks of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and ‘other 
States, I am happy to say, has not been followed 
by the State Bank of Indiana.” 

So, sir, (said Mr. S.,) you see that, give Indiana 
fair play, keep your hands out of her pockets, make 
no assaults upon her credit, arrest your destructive 
policy, paralyze not. her industry, reduce neither 
the wages of her labor nor the price of her produce 
by your war upon the currency, and she will shake 


off the manacles with which you have temporarily |; 
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Senate. 


that in 1843 we shall have 15,328,694 


from | 
their . 
attending trains of evil, apparently hang suspended ; 
over the great mass of the people, no citizen of In- | 

er interest, or who ' 


they acted wisely in | 
the course they pursued. Reciprocity was all they | 


y pay their notes in specie since. Mr. S. | 
said he wonld read a short extract from the message, | 


bound her, and rise, in her true character, one of the 
young giants of the West. f . f 
Mr. 8. said he must notice briefly the immediate 
subject before the Senate, however unfashionable he 
might be deemed for doing so. He had, however, 
said already much that was intimately connected 
with it. The Senator from Missouri had introdu- 
ced a string of resolutions on the subject of the as- 
sumption by the Government of the debts of the 
States, and had made his speech upon them; after 
a very brief discussion, they had been referred toa 
select committee, of which Mr. S. was a member. 
He had met the committee in good faith at the out- 
set, with his protest againstthe whole proceedings: 
a report had been made, and resolutions introduced 
from the majority of the committee, to both of 


| which he had dissented. In justice tothe chairman 


ofthe committee, he would say that, if the subject 
were properly before Congress, the chairman, in the 
report, had presented the views of the majority of 
the committee in a manner as unexceptionable as 
the nature of the subject submitted would admit, 
and with the usual ability of that Senator. Mr. S. 
did not object to the report on that ground. He had 
heard, with some surprise, Senators on this side of 
the chamber suppose that the charge against the 
States came from the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. 
Benton,) or the committee. He thought, to usea 
Western phrase, the saddle had not been placed on . 
the right horse. He had read an extract ffom thë 
late message of the President, where Senators had 
seen who originated this attempt to draw the busi- 
ness_and pecuniary condition of the States before 
the Federal Government for its criticism and ani- 
madversion. The message says: “The foreign 
debt of our State corporations and mien of biisiness 
can scarcely be Jess than two hundred millions of 
dollars.” Such is the statement made by the Presi- 
dent: it might all be true; but why blazon it forth 
to the world? Some London bankers had suggest- 
ed the propriety of the States giving further securi- 
ty, (meaning, no doubt, the United States,) if they 
dena to obtain any further credit. Resolütions 
were introduced, declaring that Congress would 
not assume the State debts; the resolutions were 
referred to a committee, and that committee had 
reported a'set of resolutions gravely negativing the 
assumption. Mr. S. said this was one of the most 
splendid legislative farces ever played off. Hê re- 
sisted the whole of it. What! wasthe Senate of the 
United States, one of the most dignified and august 
bodies in the world, to resolve itself intoa corres 
sponding tribunal, to respond tothe Barings, or any- 
body else, in relation to the concerns of the sove- 
reign States of the Union? Suppose the Roths- 
childs, in a publication, should desire the United 
States to pay the claims they held against Ameri- 
can citizens. Was the Congress of the United 
States to solemnly resolve that it would not pay 4 
Can it be possible that this body is tg step from its 
proper and legitimate business to the wayside; to 
answer calls about affairs over which it had tio 
control? Mr. S. said he denied in toto the whole 
of the doctrine. He denied that naked resolves, 
where no legislative action was proposed, upon 
subjects not before the oady, and where it was not 
intended to bring matters before Congress which 
might require legislative action, were Withih the 
ordinary duties of Congress; and, if resorted to at 
ail, should never be countenanced except on extra- 
ordinary occasions. If such a course of action 
should prevail, the time of Congress might be 
wholly occupied in resolviag on every matter that 
might be conceived of. There would be, äs therë 
had been to very little purpose, endless resolves, 
giving Congressional expositions of the Constitu- 
tion.and institutions of the country. On the other 
hand, each political party would lay down its creed, 
and bring its partisans up to a standard of political 
action by formal resolves. Congress would over- 
ride State Legislatures and forge public opinion, 
become masters instead of the agents of the States 
and people, and cause the pe of opinion to pre- 
dominate over the love of justice in after action, 
when a subject might be legitimately before it. Suf- 
ficient for the day is the evil thereof. Mr. S. seid, 
for himself and his State, he protested against being 
called to the bar of the Senate, and compelled to 
say ay or no to any proposition or abstract question 
Senators or committees might require him to act 
upon by their resolutions. Let them bring up a 
question for legislative action, and he was Pras Ao 
act upon it at once, to respond directly toit. He 
had never dodged a question, nor would he ever ; 
but he was not to be catechised in this manner. 


. 


- the case. 
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He had said at the outset that he viewed the whole 
of these proceedings as gratuitous and uncalled-for, 
and he could, by no vote of his, give them any 
sanction whatever, He should vote against the 
whole of them, without intending to express any 
opinion on their merits. He considered them as 
well calculated to affect the credit of the States 
abroad, where their resources were not properly 
known; and he could see no necessity whatever 
for any proceedings in the matter on the part of the 
Senate. Senators say the character and credit of 
the States cannot be injured, because the resolu- 
tions merely assume that the General Government 
will not be responsible for the State debts. But why 
was it necessary to say any thing about it? Why 
not leave the matter as it stood, between the States 
and their creditors? Would not the mere fact of 
passing these resolutions show that the United 

tates had thought it necessary to apprize the 
world of her resolves? What would be said of a 
wealthy parent who should give notice that he 
would not assume the debts of hisson? Would it 
not operate to destroy that son’s credit with all the 
world, notwithstanding he might be good, and the 
parent might say so? Certainly such would be the 
effect. Mr.S. said he hoped no political thoughts 
had entered the head of the mover of this matter ; 
but still, sach might be inferred from some facts in 
Ti was known here that attempts were 
making inthe West to fasten the unpopularity ofthe 
State debts upon one political party. This move- 
ment took the popular side, it was no doubt pre- 
sumed, of that question. A very large extra num- 
ber of the report had been ordered to be printed by 


the dominant party here, without even arousing ;' 


their economical sensibilities. Mr. S. trusted, 
however, that very little political capital could be 


made out of it, if the subject was understood by the : 


people. Jt had been his object, in the remarks 
which he had made, to place the responsibility of 
the times on the right shoulders. He was not will- 
ing to see the charge of producing the present dis- 
tresses thrown upon those who had no contro! over 
the administration of public affairs, or to see that re- 
sponsibility withdrawn from those who, for the last 


‘ten years, have had the matter all in their own 


way ; that had put down the Bank of the United 
States, raised up the State banks, as they as nata- 
rally sprung up from the times after the destruction 
of the United States Bank as vegetation died from 
the annual inundation of the Nile; that had in turn 


destroyed the State banks, which they had been the | 


cause of creating, and, by their continual war apon 
the currency, credit, and business of the country, 
had brought a “prosperous and happy” people to 
their present condition. ‘The people bear the bar- 
dens of the Government, and suffer from effects 
of is policy when injurious to their inyfests, and 
they ought to know the truth. 


SPEECH OF MR. GAKLAND, 
OF VIRGINIA, 

In the House of Representdtices, Jhnuary 24, 1840.— 
On the resolution of Mr. Wf£Thompson, of South 
Carolina, for the rejecHon of abolition petitions. 
Mr. Gantan, of Virginig, rose and said: Mr. 

Speaker, f avow at the t of my remarks upon 

this, as I avowed on a foymer occasion, that, upon 

the subject of domestic ffavery as it exists in the 

United States, and updn all those questions of 


“human rights’ and the.immutable principles of 


“ justice” referred to by the gentleman from Ver- 
mont, (Mr. Suape,) as connected with it, I have no 
remarks to make. I avow ao, as I did then, that 
l never will debate before the House of Represen- 
‘tatives of the United States a questicn of “human 
rights”. involving the domestic institutions of the 
State which I have, in part, the honor to represent ; 
not because L apprehend any unfavorable result to 
the discussion, but because it is a subject over 
which the Constitution has imparted no puwer 
whatever to this Government—a subject entirely 
local, and belonging to the exclusive jurisdiction of 
the States. In this determination, E believe, I truly 
reflect the undivided sentiment of the State of Vir- 
inia, and the common sentiment of ‘the whole 
mthern people. They have but one sentiment 
and one argument upon this‘ vital and deeply inter- 
esting question ; and that is, to resist to the utmost 
extremity every invasion of their domestic institu- 
tions or domestic rights, whensoever and by whom- 
soever made. f 
The principles involved in this debate, Mr. 
Speaker, are of infinite importance, not only as 


they affect the question of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, but as they affect the life, liberty, and 
property of the people of the District. They involve 
the question whether, over the people of this Dis- 
trict, the powers of this Government are omnipotent 
and without limitation, or whether they are secu- 
red against the tyranny and oppression of the Gov- 
ernment by the same constitutional barriers which 
protect and defend every other portion of the peo- 
ple of the United States. In a word, sir, the ques- 
tion is directly involved, whether the people of the 
United States have, in this District, unwittingly and 
incautiously erected an absolute and unqualified des 
potism; for, sir, if the doctrines contended for so 
ably by the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
Bippis) and the gentleman from Vermont (Mr. 
Stave) be true, and Congress has power to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia, then are the 
people of the District without the pale of all con- 
stitutional protection, and the subjects of an ungual- 
ified, iron despotism; having no rights or no priv- 
ileges but such as exist at the whim and caprice of 
this body. If the people of the District of Columbia 
cannot ook for that protection of life, liberty, and 
property, in the Constitution, which that instrument 
affords to all the citizens of the United States 
against the tyranny and oppression of this Govern- 
ment, I should be greatly indebted to any gentle- 
man to inform me where they can look for it? 
Where is their security ? If their property in slaves 
can be constitutionally invaded and destroyed, what 
other right of property, or even of life or liberty, is 
secured ? None, sir, none whatever; and the Gov- 
ernment may Jord it over this people with perfect 
impunity. 

But, before I enter upon the discussion of the 


. question whether petitions for “ the abolition of sla- 


very and the slave-irade in the District of Columbia,” 
as the distinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Bippux,) and the ingenious gentleman from 
Vermont, (Mr. Suapz,) have attempted to prove 
that this House cannot refuse to receive these peti- 
tions without an invasion of that great popular 
right—the right of petition—I propose briefly to 
examine the nature of this right of petition, the ex- 
tent towhich the Constitution has secured it against 
invasion, and what are the powers and duties of 
Congress when petitions are presented ; for the pur- 
pose of proving that the right of the people to peti- 
tion is one thing, and the powers and duties of Con- 
gress when petitions are presented, ancither. And 
bere I will remark, that, in the preservation of this 
great right, this fundamental principle of liberty, 
from every species of invasion, the slaveholding are 
as deeply interested as the non-slaveholding States; 
and that whatever impairs its foree, or destroys its 
efiicacy, affects the people of the slaveholding as 
much as those of the non-slaveholding States. : I 
am as much, therefore, from interest as from feel- 
ing, opposed to any even the slightest innovation 
upon this invaluable and inalienable right as any 
member upon this floor; itis the common right of 
the whole American people, and. not of a section. 
Bat, sir, the refusal to receive these petitions is no 
invasion, not even in the slightest degree, of the 
right of petition ; and this is the proposition which 
I pow undertake to demonstrate. 

What is meant, Mr. Speaker, by the right of pe- 
tition? Is it a right which involves not only a de- 
mand for a redress of grievances, but the power 
also of controlling the action of the body to which 


-petitions are presented in their disposition? If it be 


thus omnipotent and unlimited, then, indeed, has 
this House nothing to do but to receive petitions 
and grant their prayers, however unfounded, ab- 
surd, ot ridiculous they may be. Bun, sir, this can- 
not be so. I understand the right of petition simply 
to mean the right of the citizen to petiticn the Gov- 
ernment for a redress of grievances, and the duty 
of the Government to redress those grievances as 
far as it may have power to do so, and the justice 
and propriety of the demand may reqnire. When 
the citizen has assembled and presented his petition, 
he has exercised his right, and then commencesthe 
power and duty of the body petitioned. For an il- 
lustration of this view, I call the particular atten- 
tion of gentlemen to the clear and explicit lan- 
guage of that article which secures, not confers, 
this important right, and to which reference has 
been so often made. It reads thus: > - 

s Congress shall make no law repens an es- 
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting the free ex- 
ercise thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech, 


or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to 


(Geter reer OS AN rere 


-petition ; uae A ats 


ASSEMBLE, and to petition the Government for a re- 
dress of grievances.” 

It must be manifest, to the simplest comprehen- 
sion, that this clause was only designed to protect 
the people from any interference from Government 
in peaceably assembling to petition for a redress of 
grievances, and not to prescribe any rule by which 
Congress should be governed in disposing of peti- 
tions. In this clause of the Constitution there are 
three great prneipies protected against any inva~ 
sion by the Government: the freedom of religious 
opinion, of speech, and of the press. In order to il- 
lustrate my position, let us suppose any portion of 
our citizens mad enough to assemble and petition 
for the establishment of a particular religion, or to 
suppress the freedom of speech or of the press; can 
there be found, in this lance of the Constitution, 
any imperious obligation on Congress to receive or 
consider such petitions—petitions seeking to sub- 
vert and destroy the fundamental principles of the 
Constitution itself? Clearly not. And it would 
have been madness in the framers of the Constitu- 
tion to have imposed such an obligation. Why 
should the Constitution impose upon Congress the 
obligation of receiving and considering petitions 
seeking, to subvert its proudest and most salutary 
principles? I would feign believe that no gentlé- 
man here would advocate the reception of such 

etilions, seeking, as they would, the action of this 

ouse upon subjects closed to it, and wisely so, by 
the Constitution itself. These considerations de- 
monstrate, most conclusively, the fact that this 
clause of the Constitution only does what it was in- 
tended to do—prohibits the interference of this Gov- 
ernment with the right of the people to make and 
present their petitions, leaving Congress in posses- 
sion of all its proper parliamentary powers, and to 
the performance of all its proper duties upon its re- 
sponsibility to the people,who will guard this right 
with becoming jealousy and caution. 

But there is another illustration which will make 
assurance doubly sure. ‘The circumstances under 
which laws are enacted frequently afford the best 
key to their interpretation. What were the cir- 
cumstances under which this provision of the Con- 
stitution was made? In view of the fact that, in 
the monarchical Governments of Europe, the as- 
sembling of the people to petition for a redress of 
grievances was prevented by the infliction of severe 
penalties; and that in England—that England 
which then boasted of being the only free Govern- 
ment on earth—assemblages, beyond twenty and 
ten, were successively prohibited by law. The 
framers of the Constitution, appreciating the great 
value of this fundamental and saintary principle of 
liberty, wisely determined to secure the people of 
the United States against its invasion by law. 


Thus, sir, I flatter myself that, upon every princi- 


ple of reasonable interpretation, T have demon- 
strated that this clause of the Constitution does not 
impose upon. Congress the obligation of receiving 
or considering every class of petitions which may 
be presented. In the case before us, the people 
petitioning have exercised their constitutional right 
—they have petitioned, and they have presented 
their petitions. , The question, then, is, what is 
the power and what is the duty of Congress in 
in disposing of them? It seems to me too clear 
for argument, that Congress should have some dis- 
cretion over this question of the reception of peti- 
tions, as well in regard to its own protection from 
imposition and insult, as to its constitutional powe 
ers and the business of the country. Strip this 
House of this salutary power, and to what insult 
may it not be subjected ; and what subjects may 
not madness and folly compel it to consider ? Thou- 
sands and thousands of petitions may be thrown 
into this House, demanding its action upon the 
most frivolous and’ contemptible subjects, and 
couched in the most vulgar and insulting language. 
Shall this House have no protection against impo- 
sition and insult like this? What gentleman will 
say it shall not? I should like to see who it is. 
This discretion over the question is a necessary 
attribute of parliamentary power, and cannot be 
taken away without destroying the independence 
and efficiency of the body itself. This discretion, 
it is true, sir, should be a sound one, and not ca- 
pricious or whimsical; and should be soundly ex- 
ercised, always controlled by the constitutional 
powers. of Congress, and the expediency of the 
objects.of the petitioners. This, sir, is necessary to 
the body itself, and is not at war with the right of 
this body against the abuses 


of his right. e gentleman from Vermont him- 
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self conceded this principle when he said that Con- 
gress was not bound to receive petitions which 
suught its action upon objects not within its con- 
stitutional powers; and thus concedes the whole 
ground upon which I base my argument. 

But why argue this proposition, =o clear and so 
plain within itself, when the very proposition to 
receive and consider petitions when they are pre- 
sented necessarily concedes the power of the House 
to receive or not, as it may deem most expedient 2 
If not, why submit the motion? Why go through 
the idle ceremony of proposing to the House to re- 
ceive that which it has no constitutional power— 
no discretion whatever to refuse? There can be 
no reason for it whatever. But ifthere is a linger- 
ing doubt behind, let us recur to the “ Manual” re- 
gulating the presentation and reception of peli- 
tions, and which has been adopted as the parliamen- 
tary code of this House, and I flatter myself it will 
be instantly removed. It will be found on page 
145, sec. xx, title “ Peririons.” In the first place, 
it provides that “ petitions must be subscribed by 
the petitioners, unless they are attending.” Why? 
Certainly, sir, to guard against imposition by for- 

ry and aliens. If the petitioner cannot subscribe 

isname, he must be averred by a member. Why ? 
To prevent imposition. 
gain: “ Before any petition or memorial ad- 
dressed to the Senate shull be received and read al the 
table, whether the same shall be introduced by the Prese 
ident or a member, a@ BRIEF STATEMENT of the contents 
of the petition or memorial shall verbally be made by 
the introducer.”—Rule 24. 

Why this precaution? Surely, sir, to enable the 
Senate to determine whether the petitions are 
couched in decent. and respectful language, and 
seek the action of the House upon objects within 
its constitutional power of relief: and such is the 
role of this House also. 

Again: “Regularly a motion to receive it (a pe- 
tition) must be made and seconded, AND A QUESTION 
PUT WHETHER IT SHALL BE RECEIVED? But a cry 
from the House of ‘ received,’ or even its silence, 
dispenses with the formality of this question. It is 
then to be read at the table and disposed of.” 

Now, sir, if a motion to receive is to be made and 
seconded, and a question put whether it shall be re- 
ceived, why make the motion—why require it to be 
seconded—why put the question, Shall ile received ? 
if the House has no discretion over the question of 
recepiion? Itis worse than idle to ask this House 
to do what it has no power to refuse. Let us sup- 
pose a case: suppose a petition presented here, 
which did not come in the form and with the sanc- 
lions of this rule: has this House the power to re- 
fuse to receive it? By this rule it certainly has. 
And if it has the discretionary power, for the want 
- of these forms and sanctions, to refuse to receive a 
petition, how much more has it the power to refuse 
those affecting the constitutional powers, business, 
and decorum of the body? Sir, if Congress has no 
discretion upon this subject, and cannot deny the 
reception of petitions, then these rules themselves 
are unconstitutional, and invade the great right of 
petition. Who is prepared to press the right of pe- 
tition to this extremity, and expose this House to 
all the lamentable consequences which would en- 
sue? Sir, there is but little danger of this House 
invading the right of petition. If it does, its biennial 
responsibility to the people will correct the evil. 
I think, sir, both from the nature and necessity of 
the case, and the uniform action of parliamentary 
bodies, Í have successfully demonstrated that Con- 
gress has a discretionary power over the reception 
of petitions ; and that such a discretion is not in- 
compatible with the right of petition, but a neces- 
sary protection against its abuse and licentiousness, 

Having thus, as I think, satisfactorily proved the 
power of Congress over the reception of petitions, 
the question recurs, whether petitions praying for 
the abolition of “ slavery” and the “ slave-trade” 
in the District of Columbia should be received? 
In discussing this question, the first inquiry which 
presents itself is, has Congress the power to abolish 
“slavery” or the “slave trade.” so called, in the 
District of Columbia? If Congress has the power, 
such petitions ought to be received; if not, they 

-Should not be received. At the time of the adoption 
of the Federal Constitution, the District of Colum- 
bia was a component part of the States of Virginia 
and Maryland, and its citizens entitled to all the 
immunities and privileges of the people of those 
States, and were covered by the broad mantle of 
the Constitution of the United States. Virginia 
and Maryland were slaveholding States, and the 
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people of the District, as a part of those communi- 
ties, were a slaveholding people. In this condition 
they were found when the Constitution was adopted, 
and in this condition they were found when the 
cession by Virginia and Maryland was made. Now, 
sir, does-the Constitution, or do the acts of cession, 
confer upon Congress the power to invade and de- 
stroy this§right of property, either by express pro- 
vision, or by any fair and i gitimate inference? I 
have searched the Constitution and the acts of ces- 
sion in vain for any such authority. But, sir, in- 
dependent of this want of declared power, there is, 


in the Constitution itself, an express prohibition of | 
In the fourth article of the amendments to 


power. 
the Constitution it is declared that— 
“The right of the peopis to be secure in their 


vate property;and that is for “public use,” and then 
compensation must be made. This is the only wa 
in which the power of the Government can reac 
individual property, either in slaves or any thing, 
else. I put the question, and demand an answer 
from the sober thought and unbiassed judgment of 
every gentleman present: Can the Government, 
from considerations of policy, destroy private rights 
and private property thus secured by the highest 
authority known to the laws—an authority para- 
mount to that of the Government itself, and by 


i. Which it exists? 


persons, houses, papers, and effects against un- . 


reasonable searches and seizures, shall not be 
violated; and no warrants shall issue but upon 
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, 
and particularly describing the'place to be searched, 
and the persons or thing to be seized.” 


The adoption of this amendment to the Consti- |! 


tution gave the important protection of this article 


to the people of the District, as citizens of the States |’ 


of Virginia and Maryland, against tyranny, vexa- 
tion, and oppression. Did the acts of cession strip 
them of it? I answer, no; unless it can be proved 
that the people of the District are not people of the 
United States; which, I imagine, no gentleman 


will be bold enough to assert: for the article refers, | 
in express terms, to the “people” of the United | 


States, and not the people of the States as States. 
If, then, slavery existed in the District of Columbia 
at the time of the cession, and the people are pro- 


But, Mr, Speaker, I contend that the acts of ces- - 
sion by Virginia and Maryland, in themselves, 
contain sufficient limitations upon the power of 
Congress to protect slave property from its grasp, 
and its subjection to the ruthless spirit of crusading 
’ fanaticism. In each of the acts of cession there is 
` to be found the following provision : 

. “ Provided, That nothing herein contained shall 

| be construed to vest in the United States any right 

| of property in the soil, or to affect the rights of in- 

| dividuals therein, otherwise than the same shall or 

may be transferred by snch individuals to the United 
tates. 

According to the literal interpretation of this 


': provision, it mightseem that the protection intended 


tected by the article of the Constitution which I | 
have just read against unreasonable searches and 


seizuresjof their persons, houses, papers, and effects, 


I maintain that, by virtue of the succeeding article , 
of amendments to the Constitution, the: people of 


the District are equally protected against any inva- 

sion or violation of their right of property, either in 

slaves or any thingelse. The article reads thus: 
“ No person shall be held to answer for a capital 


or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a present- | 


ment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases 


arising in the land or naval! forces, or in the militia _ 


when in actual service, in time of war or public 
danger; nor shall any person be subject for the 
same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or 
limb, nor shall be compelled, in any criminal case, 
to be a witness against himself; nor be deprived of 
LIFE, LIBERTY, OF PROPERTY, Without due process of 
law; nor shall PRIVATE PROPERTY be Taken for pub- 
lic use without just compensation.” 

Now, sir, if the people of this District are entitled 
to all the important privileges and immunities 


guarantied in this clause of the Constitution, they 


are as much entitled to the protection of their pri- 
vate property as any other right, privilege, or ex- 
emption; and, as slaves are recognised by the Con- 
stitution and laws as property, they come within the 
very letter of the article, and are protected. If 
Congress has the constitutional power to abolish 
slavery in this District, it has the same power to 
abolish the important right of trial by jury, and all 
the other important rightsand privilegesenumerated 
in the clauses which I have read, and to establish 
an unqualified despotism. Is this true? Can it be 
so} Ifthe doctrine that Congress has the power 
contended for over slavery in this District be true, 
then all the other consequences necessarily follow ; 
for all the other rights are held by the same author- 


ity, and the people of this District are in as defence- || 


less a condition as the serfs of Russia or the vassals 
of Turkey. I beg gentlemen to pause before they 
give their sanction to a proposition replete with 
such dangerous and appalling consequences. Can 
the security of the “right of petition” require the 
sacrifice of such an immense amount of individual 
right and constitutional liberty? I put the question 
home to every gentleman of sober, sound judgment. 
To establish this right, shall all the battlements of 
the Constitution be broken down, and the liberties 
of a portion of our citizens trampled under foot? 
If this be the condition of the people of the District, 
and the Constitution of the United States be not 
their Constitution and their palladium of liberty, I 
would incite them, few as dey are, to instant re- 
bellion. But, sir, such is not the ease. This Con- 
stitution is éheir Constitution, in common with their 
fellow-citizens of the States; and, by it, this spe- 
cies of property is secured against annibilation by 
the power of the Government. There is but one 
cause for which the Government can invade pri- 


So 


ioe tans ri 


, to be afforded was simply to a right in the soil; but 
' the whole act, taken together, and the attendant 
circumstances, justify a more liberal interpretation, 
and extend it to the protection of all private prop- 
erty. But, sir, this provision was totally unneces- 
sary ; for the fourth and fifth articles of ihe amend- 
ments to the Constitution, to which I have referred, 
not only protect the citizen in the enjoyment of his 

rivate property against the power of the Federal, 
Put the power of the State Governments also; for, 
says the Constitution, 

“This Constitution, and the laws of the United 
States which shall be made in pursuance thereof, 
and all treaties made, or which shall be made, 
under the authority of the United States, shall be 
the supreme law of the land; and the Judges in 
; every State shall be bound thereby, any thing in 
the ConsTITUTION or Laws of any State to the con- 
trary notwithstanding.” 

The Legislatures of the States of Virginia and 
Maryland had no power to abolish slavery at the 
, time of the cession; nor could they confer it on the 
, Federal Government, for the citizens of the District 
stood protected by the Constitution against the power 
of both. The Constitution, then, has prohibited 
both the Federal and State Governments from 
violating the rights of private property, except in 
the case provided for. Slaves, in the District of 

Columbja, are private property ; and, consequently, 
the Constitution not only does not authorize, but 
expressly prohibits its abolition. 
ut, sir, it is contended that, if Congress has no 
power to abolish slavery in the District, it has the 
power to suppress what is tauntingly called the 
“slave-trade ;” and that, upon this ground, abolition 
penrions containing this prayer should be received. 
his, sir, isa more daring, more unblushing propo- 
sition to violate the rights of private property, il 
possible, than the other. The rights of sale and 
purchase are necessary incidents to the rights of 
property; and, so long as slaves are regarded as 
property, they must necessarily be subjects of sale 
and purchase ; and Congress has Just as much au- 
thority to prohibit the buying and selling of horses, 
cattle, cotton, tobacco, and any other species of 
property, as the buying and selling of slaves. It is 
a social right to acquire and to alien property, and 
stands protected by the Constitution. Such an in- 
terference would be well worthy the ignorance and 
despotism of the dark ages. I do not doubt that, in 
-the exereise of this right, so far asthe sale of slaves 
is concerned, there have been abuses—many acts 
of cruelty and severity, revolting to’ the best feelings 
ofhumanity. But, sir, these abnses are not confined 
to the relation of master and slave: they have been 
sometimes perpetrated in the more endearing rela- 
tions of husband and wife, parent and child, master 
and apprentice; and I do not doubt that, in the facto- 
ries of the North, manysuch have been perpetrated. 

[Mr. Cusuine here denied that any such abuses 
existed in the Northern manufactories.} 

Mr. Gartanp. Ido not know, Mr. Speaker, that 
there have been, or that there are now, any such 
abuses; I have no pe eat knowledge upon the 
subject ; I only speak what I hove read and what I 
have heard. The honorable gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts resides in the midst of them, and is inti- 
mate with them, Yet, sir, I donot imagine that he 
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has been so constantly within all and each ofthem " 
as that no abuses could have been committed with- N 
out his detection. I therefore repeat that I do not 
doubt that many cruel inhumanities have been per- 

rated in those establishments. But, however 
much we may lament human depravity, and mourn 
over these exhibitions of cruelty and suffering, we 
cannot control them by destroying great constitu- 
tional rights. We cannot say to a citizen of Mary- | 
land, you shall not buy property in Virginia; nor 
to the citizen of Virginia, you shall not purchase 
in Maryland. Such a prohibition would be as ty- 
rannical and oppressive as despotism could make 
it; and if you could prohibit the buying and seling 
of slaves, y the exercise of the same power you 
could prohibit all intercourse between the States, by ' 
prohibiting the buying and selling of their stock, | 
agricultural productions, and manufactures. Has Ne 
the Federal Government such formidable and dan- `` 
gerous power as this? If it has, then, sir, we are 
more the subjects of an iron despotism than I could 
have imagined. But, sir, Congress has no power 
toabolish the (so called) “ slave irade” in the District 
of Columbia. 

The penlleman, not being able to find any ex- 
pressly delegated authority in the Constitution or 
1n the acts of cession for the abolition of slavery in 


2 


the District of Columbia, attempted to derive it by «j 


inference from the Constitution. The gentleman | 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bippie,) as well as the | 
gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. Suape,) contend | 
thatit is derived from the following clause of the 
Constitution enumerating the powers of the Con- 
gress: “ To exercise exclusive legislation, in all 
cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding 
ten miles square) as may, by cession of particular 
States, become the seat of Government of the United 
States, and to exercise like authority over all places 
purchased by the consent of the Legislature of the 

tate in which the sameshall be, for the erection of | 
forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other 
needful buildings.” The words which, it is argued 
by the gentlemen, impart this tremendous and un- | 
qualified power over the people of the District are, 
“toexercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatso- 
ever.” Let us analyze for a moment these terms, |. 
and see if they are fairly susceptible of so exclusive 
an interpretation. Does the expression "to exercise 


; Pennsylvanians and New 


| ercise like authority over all places 


exclusive legislation” impart this unlimited power ? 
Certainly not; for the word “ exclusive,” according 
to the most approved lexicographers, merely signi- 
fies “having the power of excluding,” “ debarring 
from participation,” “ opposed to including,” “ex- 
cepting,” and, in the sense employed in this clause 
of the Constitution, signifies a power of legislation 
exclusive of all other legislative power, but does 
not indicate unqualified and unlimited powers of 
legislation. Bythecession, Virginiaand Maryland 
could not have imparted such a mass of unlimited 
powers, nor could Congress have acquired them at 
the time of the cession ; the District}was subject to 
the legislative jurisdictions of Virginia and Mary- 
land; and this provision does no more than exclude 
those jurisdictions, and confer it upon Congress. 
Bat it ie contended that the words “in all cases 
whatsoever” embrace the whole circle of legislative 
powers. and confer them upon Congress. Can this 
so, Mr. Speaker? Do not these few words de- 
stroy the whole complexion of the Constitution, and 
Prostrate at the feet of a despicable aristocratic des- 
potism all the constitutional rights and privileges 
of the citizens of the District? If this interpretation 
be true, it does. Let us examine it, and sce if it be 
true. If these words convey this unchecked and 
unlimited power of legislation, then are all the bar- 
Tiers of the Constitution interposed between the Gov- 
ernment and the citizen broken down, and the acts 
of Congress alone, liable every day to be altered, 
amended, or repealed, the only Constitution of the 
people of this District. This would of itself bea 
suficient refatation of the argument. But, sir, let 
it be remembered that the 4th and 5th articles which 
.l bave read are articles of the amended Constitu- 
tion, adopted after the ratification of the Constitu- 
tion containing this power of “exclusive legislation,” 
and are in themselves limitations and restrictions 
‘Upon this exclusive power of unlimited legislation, . 
evenif it existed before the adoption of these amend- 
ments, and are as available to the people of this Dis- 
trict as to any other portion of the peop!e of the Uni- 
ted States. If, under the wide range of these words, 
“exdusive legislation in all cases whatsoever,” con- 
tended for by gentlemen, Congress has power to 
abolish slavery in the District of Colambia, it has 
power at its discretion to search and seize the per- 
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sons, houses, papers, and effects of the people of the 
District, take from them the right of trial by jury, 
and confiscate their property without compensa- 
lion; for these great rights, these great securities 
against tyranny and oppression, are not more strong- 
ly secured by the Constitution than the rights of 
property in slaves; and if one can be broken down, 
so can the other. Icall upon gentlemen who main- 
tain this claim of wholesale power to point out in 
what part of the Constitution these great attributes 


of hberty are secured against the power of thisGov- | 


ernment, by which the right of individual property 


is not alike secured. They cannot do it, for the | 
| same articles and the same clauses which secure 
i} the one, secure the other. 


But, sir, by way of conclusive illustration of the 
truth of my position, let us reverse the case. Sup- 

se, sir, instead of the location of the District here— 
or the È 


midst of a non-slaveholding people: what would 
orkers ‘have said? 
Would this clause of the Constitution have autho- 


rized it? and would the Representatives from these 


onstitution makes no location—it had been | 
'; made inanon-slaveholding State—Pennsylvania or 
: New York, for instance; and the people of the South 
! had petitioned Congress to institute slavery in the 
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of petitions, commonly known by the name of abo- 
lition petitions: a term exceedingly indefinite in 
itself, and in regard to which this House has hada 
ten-days debate without coming to any understand- 
ing as to what is meant by it. I shall not now en- 
ter upon that subject at all, nor shall I discuss the 
subject of abolition, nor of slavery, nor of the slave- 
trade in any form. If I were to do so, I should 
think it necessary to enlarge the field very much. 
As it is, a vast amount of time has been expended 
without coming to an issue of any consequence 
whatever to this House or to the country. I say 
this, because, on the propositions relating to memo- 
rials on abolition, the classes of those memorials 
are so very imperfectly defined that no man in this 
House knows what memorials would be received, 
and what would be rejected, under any of the reso- 
lutions which have been offered. To exemplify : 
the first class of these memorials pray for the abo- 
lition of slavery and of the slave-trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Well, gentlemen have wasted 
their eloquence in making constitutional objections 


. against the reception of such memorials by this 


States have contended so manfully for the recep- 


tion of such petitions? No, sir, no. The case 


would have been altered, and their sentiments would . 


have been altered, when we were seeking to con- 
form their institutions to ours, instead of their seek- 
ing to conform our institutions to theirs. We should 
then have heard but little of this immense sweep of 
legislative power, and the danger to which the great 
right of petition was exposed by refusing to receive 
such petitions. 

But, sir, the article from which this immense 


: class whic 


ouse, contending that Congress has no power to 
legislate on that subject. Admit that, (which I do 
not,) butsupposing it is a valid reason for the rejec- 
tion of all pennon, on this subject, there is another 
pray forthe abolition of slavery and 

of the slave trate in the Territory of Florida. 
What becomes of all these constitutional objections 
when the question relates tothe Territories ? That 
case presents a different question, and must be met 


_ by a different argument. Supposing, however, 
_-both these classes of memorials to be included in 
your resolution, there is still another class, which 


mass of legislative power is derived, contains with- | 


in itself its own interpretation, and the motive of 
its adoption. In addition to the power of “ exclu- 
sive legislation” in the District, the power to “ex- 
urchased b 
the consent of the Legislature of the State in whic 
the same shall be, for the erection of forts, maga- 


| zines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful build- 


ings,” is also given; the object of which was to pre- 
vent the clashing of National and State jurisdic- 


tion, to secure National property against State au- 


thority, and the dangerous collisions between Fed- 
eral and State authority which might grow out of 
it, and not to confer upon the Federal Government 
unlimited and despotic power. Sir, gentlemen seem 
not to discriminate between the power to regulate 
and the power to destroy propetty. These argu- 
ments, Mr. Speaker, 1 think are conclusive that 
the words “to exercise exclusive legislation in all 
cases whatsoever” do not confer upon Congress the 
extraordinary and unlimited powers gonterided for 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bipo1.r,) 
but that they are limited, by the Constitution itself, 
within the bounds prescribed for the action of this 
Government. 
(Continued on pages 749, 750, 751.) 


SPEECH OF MR. ADAMS, 

OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
In the House of Representatives; 
On the subject of Aboliti 
_ Mr. Apams, of Massachusetts, 
i 


ng: 
Resolved, That the following 
standing rules of this -House, to b 
2ist : 
“ Every petition presented by the Speaker, or by 
any member, with a brief verbal stacement of its 


umbered the 


contents, shall be received, unless objection be made ; 


to its reception for special reason; and whenever 
objection shall be made to the reception of a petition, 
the name of the member objecting, and the reason 


of the objection, shall be entered upon the journal. | 
The question in every such case shall be, Shall the | 


petition be rejected? and no petition shall be reject- 
ed but by a majority of the members present.” 
“Mr. Apams said it was his intention to detain the 
House but for a short period; indeed, he had been 
much inclined to suffer the question on the resolu- 
tion, which after many attempts he had at length 
succeeded in presenting to the House, to be taken 
without debate. The proposition (said Mr. A.) is 
a very simple one, and relates to the reception of 
petitions presented to this House on any and all 
subjects. It is not confined to petitions praying for 
the abolition of slavery and the slave-trade in the 
District of Columbia; nor to any other of that class 


| slavery in this 
| [put it to gentlemen who complain of the waste of 


pray that no new State shall be admitted into the 
nion whose constitution tolerates the existence 
of slavery. Not one of the arguments which we 
have supposed valid against the other classes of 
petitions applies to this class; and supposing you 
to exclude all which relate to slavery in this Dis- 


i trict or in the Territory, that does not exclade 


these, and as soon as one of them shall be present- 
ed, the whole subject of slavery and of the slave- 
trade will be as completely open to discussion as it 
would have been on the other classes of memorials. 
A fourth class relates to the admission of the Ter- 
ritory of Florida asa slave State. Congress has 
the constitutional power to admit or not to admit; 
the question then arises, shall Florida be received 
or not received ? And here again is the whole sub- 
ject open to discussion. I shall not enter on the 
discussion, but I say that these memorials throw 
the whole subject open as much as any of those 
which have been specified in the resolution under 
discussion. But, besides all these, there is another 
and a distinct class of petitions, which pray for the 
establishment of diplomatic relations with the Re- 
public of Hayti. Ido not believe that itis in the 
mind of any gentleman in this House to raise a con- 
slitutional question on that subject. It is eee 
tably in the power of Congress to act on sucha 
prayer; and when such a memorial shall be brought 
up here, the whole subject of slavery and of the 
slave trade isas fully open for discussion as it could 
have been on a petition praying for the abolition of 

District, I will not go further; but 


time, and of the agitation in the country, occasion- 
ed by the reception of abolition memorials, to: in- 
quire of themselves, and answer to themselves, haw 
long they think that the discussion of slavery and 
of theslave trade can be excluded from this House? 
I ask whether they expect to suppress that discus- 
sion here, by refusing to receive petitions for the 
abolition of slavery inthe District of Columbia ? 
Supposing a resolution passes that petitions on this 
specific Subject shall be excluded, you do not get 
rid of the general subject ; it goes further. I ask, 
again, is there here any individual who has the 
slightest fear of any member rising in his place and 
offering a resolution to abolish slavery and the 
slave-trade in the District of Columbia? I wish 
they would only allow it to be done, that they may 
see what number of voles can be obtained in sup- 
port of such a proposition. I say this in kindness 
to the South; if their object is to put down petitions 
of that character, I do in my conscience believe 
that the first thing they should do is to admit them 
to be presented. If, out of the whole two hundred 
and forty votes, such a measure receives ten,I shall 
be much surprised. As to myself, I have long ago 
professed my belief on the subject. From the time 
that I first entered this House, (which is now, I 


think, between eight and nine years,) I have always 
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no 
declared that J am not prepared for the immediate 
abolition of slavery in this District ; and since the 
adjournment of the last Congress I have explicitly 
and publicly avowed my sentiments on that matter 
to the very petitioners who pray for it, and who 
have sent me their memorials to be presented here. 
With the exception of my friend from Vermont, 
over the way, (Mr. Stape,) who, I am obliged to 
believe, is prepared for such a measure, I do not 
know another gentleman in this House who I think 
would go for it. There may be many others; I do 
not say there are not; but I do not myself know of 
one, nor do I believe that ten votes could be got for 
such a proposition in this House. And even my 
friend from Vermont himself, whose able argument 
against slavery, delivered last week, was not as 
much attended to in this House as it will be by this 
nation—even he, who, I believe, once offered tu in- 
troduce a bill for that object, declared to us, in that 
argument, that abolitionists generally attributed far 


more importance to the measure than he himself . 


did. Itake it for granted that he would vote for 
such a measure; but I think it at the same time ex- 
tremely likely that, when the House came to be di- 
vided, he would find himself in the “glorious mi- 
nority of one.” J say again to gentlemen of the 
South, If you wantfpeace, if your object is to allay 
agitation, if you want to see what is the real opin- 
ion of the Representatives of the North, be they 
Whigs or Administration men, offer yourselves, or 
get some one else to offer, a resolution for the im- 
mediate abolition of slavery in this District, and 
call the yeas and nays upon it; then you will un- 
derstand what is our feeling on that subject, and 
what is the feeling of our constituents. As matters 
now stand, we often hear one of the gentlemen of 
the South speak our own opinions more nearly 
than any one from the North. 1 believe that this 
is true in most cases. But what I now say is, that 
you cannci suppress a discussion on slavery by sup- 
pressing petitions for its abolition in this District; 
and what l say of one class of petitions, I say of 
them all. I have now in my drawer not less than 
a hundred and fifty of them, waiting till we shall 
be allowed an opportunity to present them to the 
House; and I will here say that I think these pe- 
titioners have ground to inquire of this House 
how it happened that, while the reception of peti- 
tions is pre-eminently and most emphatically the 
business of this House, we have been fifty days in 
session, and yet the Representatives from only two 
States have been permitted to present the petitions 
of their constituents. I have petitions of great im- 
portance on other subjects, entirely distinct from 
abolition, which Iam waiting to present here; but 
I cannot, because this question is now brought up, 


and the House is openly ealled npon to suppress the | 


right of petition; and we are here debating, from 


day to day, about excluding one petty class of pe- . 


titions relating to an object for which none would 
vote il they were received. I hope to be discharg- 


ed from the responsibility of consuming the time of | 


the House on such a matter asthis. Ihave been 
charged with it. The House has been heretofore 
debating for weeks, and [ have been most unjustly 


charge with it all, but I cannot be charged with it | 


now. I say to this House and to this nat:on, that I 
have no part of theblame. Who is the responsible 
person upon a debate which has occupied eight or 
ten days? On the 30th of December, almost im- 
mediately afier the House was organized, (or ra- 
ther, let me say, organized in part, for we are not 
more than half organized to this hour,) a gentle- 
man from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,) whom 1 am sorry 
not to see in his place, and for the cause of whose 
absence f am still more sorry, presented a resolu- 
tion which I believe is identically the same with 
that now before the House. He presented it out 
of order—contrary to the rules; so that he was 
obliged to move that the rules be suspended for its 
jntroduction; but he could not carry that motion. 
There was the first step in this matter. 
time not a single petition had yet been presented. 
There was the beginning of this debate. The next 


day he renewed his motion, and it again failed. | 


The gentleman then gave notice to the House that 


he would renew the same motion every day of the - 


session till the object should be. granted. I thought 
at that time that it was not in order to repeat a 
proposition which had once been rejected, but the 
Chair ruled otherwise. The gentleman, however, 


thought better of the matter, as most of us cught to ; 
do in regard to what we often say in the heat of 


debate, and he did not renew his motion; but, not 
satisfied with the stoppage which had thus been 


' als then 


` tions. 


At that | 1 
i this very subject; and we see no more mention of it 
i in the 
! moon. 
. York, from Georgia, from Maine, from New Hamp- 


put to an exciting debate, a colleague of the gen- 
tleman (Mr. Cores) offered another resolution on 
the same subject, in these words: 


“ All petitions, memorials, and papers touching 


i the abolition of slavery, or the buying, selling, or 


transferring of slaves in any State, District, or 
Territory of the United States, shall, upon their 
presentation, be laid on the table without being 
debated, printed, read, or referred; and no further 
action whatever shall be had thereon.” 


There was this difference between the two pro- 
positions: The proposition of the latter gentleman 
did not make the question of reception the issue; 
that of the other gentleman (which is the proposi- 
tion now before the House) did make the question 


. of reception the issue. The one proposed to hang 


up between heaven and earth the question of recep- 
tion, so that nobody should know whether abolition 
memorials were received or not; and we had an 
edifying debate on that very. question, in the course 


_ of which 1 recollect that an astute gentleman from 


Kentucky (Mr. Unperwoop) said that his vote, for 
or against the resolution, would depend on that 
point; but that, as the resolution stood, he could 
not tell whether the memorials were received or 
not. [Laughter.] I say, sir, the question of re- 
ception was suspended between earth and heaven, 
or between earth and——another place. [Loud 


laughter.] The resolution now before us does not 


leave the question of reception in that extraordi- 
nary predicament; itis framed in sach a manner 
that, according to a decision made by your prede- 
cessor in that chair, (Mr. Speaker Polk,) the fact 
of the reception of the memorials is established; 
for that precise question was brought to him in 
regard. to the same proposition now before us, 
and which was adopted by the last Congress. I 
say the question was then specifically made, whether 
petitions, under the effect of that rule, were or 
were not received by the House; and the then 
Speaker of the House decided that they were. I 
presume, therefore, that all the abolition memori- 
resented remain still on file in the Clerk’s 
office. Well, this second preposition (Mr. Cones’s) 
again failed, because two-thirds of the House were 


' not willing to recvive it; but then came the self- 


same proposition in the form of an amendment to 
a report of the Committee on the Revised Rules of 
Order; and that is the position of it at this time. 
We are now discussing it as an amendment to the 


, rulesof this House, and m that form it did not re- 


quire a vote of two-thirds to introduce it. It was 
therefore received and discussed, and, afier dis- 
cussion, was laid on the table by a majority of the 
House. Still, I say that the whole discussion, in 
all its forms, has taken place by the agency of gen- 
tlemen representing the southern portion of this 
Union; and» whatever agitation the discussion 
may have produced either in or out of the House, 
lies at their door, not at ours—especially not at 
mine, for I have taken no part in it, unless it has 
been for the last eight or ten days to worry the 
Speaker every morning till I could get my. resolu- 
tion before the House. [A laugh.] 


I shall not now enter on the greatand wide ques- 
tion of slavery or the slave-trade in any State, Dis- 
trict, Territory, dominion, or nation on the face of 
the globe. The subject is too large. I hope the 
day will come when I shall have an opportunity of 
delivering my opinions on that whole subject, but I 
assure. gentlemen that I shall not attempt it ona 
little petty resolution about the reception of peti- 
There are ways enough lo get at the sub- 
ject. I could bring it into this House to-morrow. 
T can tell gentlemen that it will come upon this 
House in forms very different from this; and, to 


| give the House a piece of my mind, I think it ought 


to have been before this House already. It should 
have formed one of the topics of the President’s 
message. Here are at this moment-four States of 
this Union on the verge of civil war, avowedly on 


essage, than if those States were ın the 
Do gentlemen from Virginia, from New 


shire, expect that this question is not to come before 
Congress ?—that it will not be discussed here in 


| all its breadth and length and depth? Very well, 


gentlemen—go on—to sleep and to slumber; but 
remember you will be waked from your sleep by 
voices more than from the dead. I say again, to 
gentlemen of the North, and gentlemen of the 
South, you cannot keep. that discussion out of this 
House; and you will soon give up trying to doso, 


a 


SSS 


by passing small resolutions about abolition peti. 
tions. 

And now, having discharged myself, and those 
with whom I act, from all the responsibility of this 
debate, I will relieve the South also from all res- 
ponsa a least so far as moral principle goes— 

y rendering to them here my public thanks for 
having opened the question. I believe the time 
thus far consumed in that discussion has been time 
wellspent. We have listened to speeches of great 
ability on both sides; we have heard slavery de- 
fended by all that can be said in its defence, and 
the cause of freedom advocated—TI will not say by 
all that can be said in its behalf—but at least by 
something. The reserve has been all on that side. 
Indeed, I do not think that any gentleman has 
attempted formally to contend for it, but my friend 
from Vermont (Mr. Stank.) All the speeches I 
have heard, save one by the gentleman behind me, 
(Mr. Grancer,) have been on the other side. Gen- 
tlemen fromthe North have shown us how far they 
can goin supporting the rights ofthe South. That 
has been the subject; that has been the argument. 
They have been arguing the cause of slavery, 
although they are the Representatives only of free- 
men. The cause of freedom, in all its power, has 
not even been touched, save by the gentleman from 
Vermont; and even by him rather in the way of 
apology for the unfortunate abolitionists, than by 
appeals to the laws of God, the laws of Nature, and 
the Declaration of Independence. When the gen- 
eral subject comes to be discussed, I trust that it 
will be argued on those grounds; that we shall not 
merely attempt tu apologize for a certain class of 


| petitioners, but that the appeal will be to the laws 
of God, the laws of Nature, and the Declaration of 


Independence made by the original thirteen States 
of this Union, among whom I can bring gentlemen 
high and illustrious names from Virginia, from 
Georgia, and from South Carolina. ‘That is the 
ground that will be taken by the defenders of free- 
dom. But I will not now enter into that question. 
The resolution I now offer refers simply to the rules 
of the House ; that is the subject we are discussing. 

{Mr. Coorer, of Georgia, here interposed and 
begged leave to correct the honorable gentleman in 
one particular. The gentleman had made one 
broad remark, which might seem to cover Mr. ©. 
It was, that all had been said in this debate which. 
could be said in defence of slavery. Mr. C. dis- 
avowed having entered upon the general qnestion 
of slavery at all: he had only endeavored to defend 
those who held property in slaves under the Con- 
stitution. ] 

Mr. Avams resumed. I did not understand the 
honorable gentleman otherwise. I did not mean 
to say more than that he thus defined the Constitu- 
tion as making property of human beings. That 
is what I cal! slavery. But the question is now on 
the rules; and the immediate question before the 
House is on the resolution moved by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, in these words: 

« Resolved, That, upon the presentation of any 
memorial or petition praying ior the abolition of 
slavery or the slave-trade in any District, Territory, 
or State of the Union, arid upon the presentation of 
any resolution or other paper touching that subject, 
the reception of such memorial, petition, resolution, 
or paper shall be considered as objected to; and the 
question of its reception shall be laid on the table, 
without debate or further action thereon.” 4 

This is identically the same resolution which 
was offered by the first gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Wise,) and which seems intended to get rid of 
the question of reception by suspending it between 
the two parts of the universe I referred to, leaving it 
utterly uncertain whether these petitions are receiv- 
ed by the House ornot. That, of itself, is objection 
enough to me; and I willsay,for a high-minded chev- 
alier, which I consider the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Tompson) tobe, as brave and gal- 
lant as Bayard, without fear and without reproach, it 
seems to me a very small way of getting rid of the 
rb to hang itup between those two places. 

e will not say, reject it; no. He will not say, 
receive it; no. He will not reject it or receive it, 
but lay the question of reception on the table; so 
that neither this House, nor the Clerk, nor the 
world, shall know whether it is received or not. 
Itseems to me that it would be more bold, open, 
and candid, and better becoming the gentleman, to 
say one thing or the other: yet I will say the same 
thing in regard to the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Wise,) which I have said of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Tuomrson.) I highly 
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respect him. I believe him to be an honest, fair 

open-hearted, open-mouthed man; panghi ;] an 

I respect and honor him for it. Sir, I am a Yankee, 
and Yankees are said to be famous for their trick- 
ery in public dealing. How that may be, I do not 
know ; but to me it seems that this resolution as well 
deserves the character of a “wooden nutmeg” as 
if it had come from the acutest of Yankee pedlars. 
[Loud laughter.) I know that neither of these 
gentlemen would ever have proposed to dispose ot 
the question in this way, if they had not found, from 
experience, that they could not get rid of these 
abolition memorials in a manner more agreeable to 
them, The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) 
is for rejecting them at once—for refusing to re- 
ceive them, and for openly saying so to the world. 
Where the expedient uf hanging up the question of 
reception came from, I do not know; I hope it did 
not come from Yankee land. [A voice. Yes it did; 
it came from New Hampshire.) Well, wherever 
it came from, I wash my hands of it. That is the 
proposition, however, on which the House will be 
called to vote by yeas and nays, if they reject mine 

that is the proposition on which the previous ques 
tion was called yesterday, and it failed but by a 
single vote ; and I say that, if Southern gentlemen 
declare themselves to be ashamed of it, I hope they 
will vote against it. 


Now, sir, I will state to the House why I propose | 


that my rennon shall be entered as the 2Ist rule 
of the House. 

The 20th rule declared— 

“As svon as the Journal is read, the Speaker 
skall call for petitions from the members of each 
State, and delegates from each Territory, begining 
with Maine and the Territory of Wiskonsin, alter- 
nately; and if, on any day, the whole of the States 
and Territories shall not be called, the Speaker 
shall begin on the next day where he left off the 
previous day : provided that, after the first thirty 
days of the session, petitions shall not be received, 
except on the first day of the meeting of the House 
in each week.” 

And the 2Ist rule, which now immediately fol- 
lows it, provides— 

“The petitions having been presented and dis- 

dof, reports from committees shall be called 
or and disposed of; in doing which, the Speaker 
shall call upon each standing committee, in the 
order they are named in the 70:h and 98th rules ; and 
when all the standing committees have been called 
on, then it shall be the duty of the Speaker to call 
for reports from select committees; if the Speaker 
shall not get through the call upon the commitees 
before the House passes to other business, he shall 
resume the nextcall where he left off. Resolutions 
shall then be called for in the same order, and 
disposed of by the same rules, which apply to peti- 
tions; provided that no member shall offer more 
than one resolution, or one series of resolutions, all 
relating tothe same subject, until all the States and 
Territories shal] have been called.” 

I would place mine between the two; and here, 
asa justification for my extreme anxiety on, the 
subject of the right of petition, I will ask the atten- 
tion of the House to the order of business which 
these rules establish. What is it? The very first 
business in order isto receive petitions; and this 
regulation dates from the beginning of the Govern- 
ment. There is a reason for it. hat is Govern- 
ment instituted for, but to redress the grievances of 
the people? What is the object of all government ? 
What are we here for? What is the Constitution 
for? Why does Congress meet every year, if not 
for the redress of grievances? All else is.of sub- 
ordinate importance. The appropriation bills are 
very important for the conducting of the Govern- 
ment, and for performing its duties of justice to the 
people. But what else have. we to do bat to redress 
grievances? It is therefore just and reasonable 
that the first thing the House does should be to in- 
quire what grievancesare to be redressed. But how 
can we know this, unless the people tell us? The 
night of petition, therefore, is essential to the very 
existence of government: it is the right of the 
People over the Government: it is-their right, and 

may not be deprived of it. I presume it will 
be admitted bere, so thoroughly is this the fact, that 
if that amendment of the Constitution by which 
Congress are prohibited from interfering with the 
Tight of petition had not been adopted, the right 
would nevertheless have existed just as really as it 
how does, The amendment insisting on its preser- 
vation was adopted at the instance of the great and 
slorious Old Dominion. It was inserted then, not 
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to confer the right, but to secure it against violation 
by Congress, Will any man say that the right to 
petition Government would not exist, unless written 
down in the Constitution? It is interwoven with 
the nature of Government itself; it does not belong 
toa republic alone, or to a monarchy, or to an 
aristocracy, but is common to them all. The 
greatest despot on the globe is compelled to receive 

elitions from his meanest subject. The Grand 

urk never rides out but he is besieged with peti- 
tions, and he is obliged to receive them all. Hol- 
ding, then, thatthis right is founded inthe immortal 
nature of man, who petitions his Maker, I am 
against all abridgment of it. But, color it as yon 
pere the resolution of the gentleman from South 

arolina does abridge this right; for, if you say 
that you will not receive certain petitions, or if you 
will not tell whether you receive them or not, I 
say it is the same thing, in the result, as if you re- 
jected those petitions. And when this is done, not 
in regard to one petition, or twenty petitions, but to 
a whole class of petitions, without distinct specifi- 
cation, it amounts to the exercise of an arbitrary 
discretion in this House whether the House will 
receive any petition or not. I say you cannot spe- 
cify any one class of excluded petitions without 
claiming the rightof extending your interdict to all 
other classes of them. 

A very luminous illustration of thisis to be found 
in the practice of the British House of Commons, 
I remember that, at the last session, the 
that House was adduced here to justify the refusal 
of abolition petitions, and we had long arguments 
to show that there was a discretion in this House 
as to the reception of petitions, because there was 
such a discretion in the House ofCommons. There 
is such a discretion in that House, but it extends to 
one class of petitions only ; there is one class which 
the House of Commons does not receive. Whena 
petition of this class is presented, if objection is 
made, the petition is refused to be received. I do 
not, of course, when Isay one class, refer to peti- 
tions which contain insulting language and are 
disrespectful tothe Government. Nobody pretends 


- that petitions of this description oughtto be received 


by any legislative body; that fact alone is a valid 
reason for their rejection; but, besides these, 
there isone class, and one only, which the House 
of Commons excludes, and those are petitions 
against taxation. The House of Commons, being 
a taxing machine, cannot bear to hear petitions 
against the exercise of its taxing power. If any 
gentleman will take the trouble to look into Hat- 
sell’s Book of Precedents, he will tind, that when 
the petitions of the people of America against the 
stamp act were presented ‘in Parliament, this 
rule was applied to them, and they were accordingly 
not received. There is another instance recorded 
of the same kind: it is a petition to tht King from 
the first Congress of the United States, The King 
referred it tothe House of Commons: the petition 
itself may be found in the journals of the old Con- 
gress: it was addressed to the King in 1775, and 
Sir George Saville, it is said, offered to present the 
petition, (much of the style of some entries mide 
here, of late years, in our Journals.) The name 
of Sir George Saville is well known as the friend 
of liberty. Itis an historical name, venerable in 
his native country as itis throughout the civilized 
world. This gentleman, it is said, “offered to pre- 
sent the peition of persons styling themselves 
Representatives of the People of the North A meri- 


can Colonies.” Objection was made, and an argu-: 


ment ensued which I should be glad to read.if there 
was time to doso. Itisthe very argument which 
we now hear inthis House. It prevailed then and 
there. And the petition of our Representatives was 


in consequence rejected. And these, sir, are the | 


precedents from the House of Commons which 
were openly adduced in this House (and I do not 
know but they may be adduced again) to prove the 
right of the House to refuse abolition petitions! 
Now, to apply thisto my argument. Ifthis House, 
on the force of these precedents, is justified in the 
principle that it may reject abolition petitions, I ask 
if the same precedent is not much more powerful, 
and still more in point, if applied to petitions which 
relate to the tarif? The parallel would then run 
on all fours. Then the precedent of the House of 
Commons would be of authority. If it has any 
force in the one class of petitions, it has still more 
in relation to the other. Fask gentlemen from the 
North, and gentlemen from the South, are you 
ready to reject petitions against duties imposed for 
the revenue? The rule includes the resolutions 


ractice of | 
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of State Legislatures. I repeat, that if you can re- 
ject abolition memorials because the House of Com- 
mons rejects memorials against taxes, you can re- 
ject pe ions against alltaxation; and the precedent 
is of stronger authority. If you can do it in rela- 
tion to one class, you can do it in relation to any 
other class; and if you can do it in relation to the 


', petitions of whole classes of individuals, you can 


do it to the petition of any one individual. Nay, I 
think I heard it expressly argued here, that the 
right of petition is not infringed when you reject a 
single petition, because the Constitution says that 
the people have a right to “assemble” to petition 
Congress for a redress of grievances. So there 
must be an assembly of the people, or else the re- ° 
jection of their petitions is not unconstitutional! I 
say that argument will apply precisely. If onee 
you admit the principle that the House has a dis- 
cretionary power to reject petitions, the question 
will at last be mide here, whether the petitioner is 
ofthe polities of the majority or of the minority. 
That will be the next step; and when that step is 
fate what will have become of the right of peti- 
tion 

One objection I have to the resolution of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina is, that it is a novelty, 
and that in two respects. Heretofure,to my extreme 


: grief, sorrow, and, I would add, indignation, if that 


were of any avail, this House, during the four or 
five sessions last past, has sanctioned the recep- 
tion of abolition memorials, and has then ordered 
them to lie on the table without being read, printed, 
or acted on in any way. That measure I consider 
as another wooden nutmeg; it is an expedient to 
get rid of the consideration of these memorials, and 


yet to escape the odium of refusing to receive them. 


hat is a distinction of great power with some 
Northern gentlemen. If you only receive the me- 
morial, they are satisfied; no matter whether you 
ever read it or look it again. But they will never 
refuse to receive a petition! Oh, no, sir! But 
they will not hear them read. That is the argu- 
ment of one class of reasoners. Still this was 
something. And, since the question has been up, 
we have twice had the precise question of reception 
put to the House, and the yeas and nays called upon 
it. In examining those yeas and nays, I find that 
the very distinguished gentleman from New York, 
over the way, (Mr. Vanperpogt,) who is ready thus 


| sternly to suspend the question, did vote for recep- 


tion. Well, sir, every man has his own system of 
logic. For my own part, I thank no gentleman, 

either in the name of these petitioners or in my 

own- name, for receiving their petitions, and then 

laying them on the table without being read. Nay, 

sir, to me it is insignificant whether they are read 

or not, unless they are considered. Jf is the right 

of the petitioner, and the daty of this ‘House, that, . 
when 4 petition is presented to it, the House should 

inform itself what that petition contains—should 

then consider, and then answer it. As the practice 
of the British House of Commons has been visited 

on us in debate, and is likely to be again, I will 

read from Haisell: 

“We learn, from an examination of all these in- 
stances, that this practite has been confined, as it 
ought to be most strictly, to the refusing to receive 
such petitions only as object against a tax which 
the House of Commons is imposing for the current 
service of the year; and that it has never been ap- 
plied to petitions which have been offered in a sub- 
sequent session, desiring a repealor reconsideration 
ef the taxes imposed in a former. Indeed, the 
House ought to be particularly cautious not to be 
over rigid in extending this rule beyond what the 
practice of their ancestors, in former times, can 
justify. To receive and hear and consider the pe- 
litions of their fellow-subjects, when presented de- 
cently, and containing no matter intentionally of- 
fensive to the House, is a duty incumbent apon 
them, antecedent to all rules and orders that may 


! have been instituted for their own convenience : 
| justice and the lawsof their country demand it from 


them.” 

This is the comment’of Hatsell; and is there any 
discovery in that? Is it not a dictate of common 
sense? When you assume the right of petition, 
does not that right, in all sound logic and in all 
moral principle, carry with it the duty to receive, 
hear, and consider petitions? If not, then is the 
guaranty of that right the greatest of mockery ? 
This House says to an American citizen, “O yes! 
you have certainly the right to petition, but I will 
neither read, hear, nor consider your petition when 
you send it.” Sir, what difference isthere between 
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saying this, and telling the man at once you have 
not the right to petition us? You only cheat the 
man by a false pretence, while you give him a right 
which you take care shall be of no avail. This is 
the objection I have to all resolutions which refuse 
the hearing of petitions. This House should speak 
the language of a great and generous nation; it 
should deal with the people in a fair, open, and 
candid way; and it is not so dealing to say to them, 


We will receive your petitions, but we will not 


consider them. If you refuse to hear and consider, 
as well as to receive, you do in substance deny the 
right to petition. Sir, decent language will not 
express what you do. It is conduct that would be 
unworthy of a single individual, and is-vastly more 
so of the Representatives of this great and mighty 
nation. oF 
I have already stated the substance of another 
objection to the resolution—namely, that it will not 
answer ils purpose. If you succeed in rejecting all 
these memorials, you have not thereby got rid of 
the question. You will have the question of slavery 
and of abolition forced upon you every day; youcan- 
not keep it out of the House; and, if you persevere, 
you will, before you are aware of it, have a civil 
war raging, while you are excluding the only means 
that can put an end to it. 
I have not taken up, neither will I, the corres- 
poies between the Governors of Virginia and 
ew York, and between the Governors of Georgia 
and Maine, presenting, as it does, a state of things 
on which the Heuse at this moment ought, in my 


of this correspondence? It is a difference of opin- 
jon as to the interpretation of the Constitution. 
They discuss that difference with great ability on 
both sides, but they come to no agreement. 
Governor of Virginia says that the Governor of 
New York must give up the point, or—— 

[At this point Mr. Apams was arrested by the 
Chair, and it was declared not in order to discuss 
this correspondence: 

Mr. Apams. Others have spoken of it without 
being rebuked. l 

Cuar. It cannot be done but by consent of the 
House. 

Mr. Cooper, of Georgia. I have no objection to 
the gentleman’s proceeding, so far as New York 
and Virginia are concerned; but when he comes to 
Georgia, I give notice that I shall object. 

A Voice. You yourself alluded to the subject, 

Mr. Cooper. Yes, but I was called to order. 

Mr. Wappy Tnompson. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts is strictly in order, and I hope he 
will be allowed to proceed. The question must 
come up. 

Cries of “Ge on! Go on!”] 

‘I was going to observe that, in the last sentence 
of this correspondence, the Governor of Virginia 
declares that, unless the Governor of New York 
recedes from his position, either there must be an 
amendment of the Constitution, or Virginia must 
recur to first principles and take her rights into her 
own hands. I pretend not to give the precise words, 
but that is the substance. Now, I enter not into 
this question. I said I would not. I asknot which 
is right—the Governor of New York orthe Governor 
of Virginia; but here is a State which is in popu- 
lation and in wealth the first in the Union, and in 
intelligence equal to any other; and here is another 
State, equally distinguished in this Union, equally 
Tespected and beloved by me; both are at that point 
with each other as sovereign States. I ask how 
long this question is to be kept ont of this House? 
I have named four States, but there are also two 
other States, of most respectable character, who 
were recently in the same condition, and who ne- 
gotiated between themselves and agreed upon some 
sort of a compromise. The compromise may prove 
satisfactory, though I doubt it. ‘The principle in 

. question was as much contested between these 
States, as between Georgia and Maine; and to- 
morrow Massachusetts and South Carolina may be 
in the same condition. Sir, there are no two States 
in the Union—one of them slaveholding, and the 
other not—which may not bein that condition from 
day today. And are we to continue under a state 
of things, progressing, as such a state of things 
naturally does, and must, from words to action? 
For Itake it for granted that the Governor of Vir- 
ginia is no bully; that he did not expect to frighten 
the Empire State: by his message. Suppose these 
two great States were to come to action; is that a 
a subject to be kept out of this House? No, sir; it 
cannot be; and therefore I say that the proposition 


he | 
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of the gentleman from South Carolina is small and 
paltry. Nor is that of the gentleman from Virginia 
any better. I do not attribute the fault to those 
gentlemen; it lies in the nature of the thing itself— 
it is fanning the sun with a peacock’s feather to 
make it coo). The resolution will not answer its 
purpose, and its only effect will be to agitate and 
vex anumber of petitioners as respectable as any 
others in the Union. It cannot suppress the discus- 
sion of the subject. I say, again, I thank the gen- 
tlemen of the South for having opened that discus- 


i sion fully. Ido not conceive that the eight or ten 


days expended in the debate have been lost time; 
much has been said that will be considered. Such 


; discussion has a tendency to bring the parties to- 


gether, not to alienate them. Let us say what we 
have to say. Say what you have to say, and then 
we must come to some compromise, which is re- 
quired on both sides. This has been done before ; 
it was done in the Convention which formed the 
Constitution. The discussion was as heating then 
as it is now; yet they came to an understanding— 
they agreed upon a compromise. It is true, they 


' were obliged to resort to a little external interference 


by prayer for it, (and I should be glad we did the 
same now, and that we had a Chaplain to perform 
the duty ;) still the two parties came together, and 
they have kept together for fifty years. Do gentle- 


i men from the South believe that, by excluding 
, these memorials, they will ever convert our pe- 


if; and so says the Governor of Virginia. 


i titioners? Do you believe it? Do you expect to | 
Ww 1 ; i ', bring them to your terms? 
opinion, to be deliberating. What is the substance . 


I heard two of the 
gentlemen yesterday say that, as to slavery, they 
showd not discuss it; they had nothing to say about 
And 
what does the Governor of New York say in reply? 


i I did not askfyou to discuss it; I did not put it in 


issue. So we say now. Gentlemen of the South, 


' we do not interfere with you and your institutions. 


Keep your institutions! Cherish them! Hold them 
for puEssiInc! We shall not disturb either your 
creed or your practice; but on subjects in which 
we are as much interested as you, and when the 
matter has come to a question of peace or war, 
freemen can stand .upon their rights as well as 
the holders of slaves. When Jove appeals to his 
thunder, the fable tells us that Jove is wrong. Why 
will you not discuss this question? Do you fear 
the argument? If not, why do you refuse to enter 
into it? If you are so firm, so confident, so im- 
movably resolute, why will you not speak? I call 
upon you to speak; explain this subject to us who 
do not understand it. Show us the “ blessings” of 
this institution. Let us look at them. I believe 
some of you think that slavery is a blessing which 
we ought to take to ourselves. If so, give us your 
reasons; show us how it will be for our interest, 
and how it ean be made to conform to our sense of 
duty. Perhaps we shall come round; who knows 
but you may convert us? [A laugh.] I do not re- 
sist; I am open to conviction. Suppose you try if. 

The Governor of Virginia, when he puts on his 
armor, and clothes himself in complete steel, cries, 
“Tam ready to fight on the question ;” and so say 
the gentleman from South Carolina and the gentle- 
man from Virginia; but I beg leave to say to them 
that the tone of defiance is not the tone to make 
peace. No; defend your own institutions as you 
think proper; if they are assailed by violence, de- 
fend hen by violence; but if not, I say to those gen- 
tlemen, come and let us reason together; let us have 
a cool, dispassionate comparison of opinion. That 
is my wish; that, I think, is the true course. 

Bat the proposition of the gentleman from South 
Carolina goes, in two particulars, further than ever 
this House has gone before. Heretofore, the House, 
by special resolution, has declared that memorials 
shall be received and laid on the table without 
reading, but the effect of the resolution has always 
been confined to that particular session in which it 
has passed. (But now here is a step forward in the 
process of rejecting petitions; the petitions are not 
received, but the question of their reception is Sus- 

nded. That is one step. ‘Then the resolution, 
instead of applying to this session only, is proposed 
as a standing rule of the House. Of course, it will 
extend through two sessions at least, and, by the 
ordinary practice which has hitherto prevailed, of 
adopting the rules of order of a previous session, 
the rule will, in fact, become, in some respects, a 
permanent law of the House. On both these grounds 
I object to it; and I call the attention of the House 
to an observation of the gentleman from Rhode 
Island, (Mr. Tr.incuast,) which struck me when 
it was made with peculiar foree, These petitions 
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are addressed to the Senate and the House of Rep- 
resentatives—to the whole Congress. The peti- 
tioners have as much right to go before the Senate 
as before the House of Representatives. If you in- 
terrupt the progress of their petition by refusing to 
receive it, or, still more, by suspending the question 
of its reception, you deprive them of their privilege 
of going before the Senate. It is a double violation 
of their right of petition, I know it may be said 
that the petitioners are at liberty to present another 
copy of their memorial tothe Senate. That is true; 
but if you suspend the question of reception, you 
deprive them, ineffect, just as much ; for, let them 
present their memorials as they will to the Senate, 
when they come to the House, here is the rule; for 
under this resolution I suppose you will not receive 
a bill from the Senate on the snbject of abolition, 
any more than you will receive a petition. I say, 
then, that you deprive a whole class of petitioners, 
and that the lirgest class of any in the country, of 
a hearing not only in this House, but in the Senate 
also. 

Now my proposition is very simp'e. It is this: 

Resolved, That the following be added to the 
standing rules of this House, to be numbered the 21st: 

“ Every petition presented by the Speaker, or by 
any member, with a brief verbal statement of its 
contents, shall be received, unless objection be made 
to its reception for special reason; and whenever 
objection shall be made to the reception of a peti- 
tion, the name of the memter objecting, and the 
reason of the objection, shal! be entered upon the 
journal. The question in every such case shall be, 
Shall the petition be rejected? and no petition shall 
be rejected, but by a majority of the members 
present.” 

It will be observed that this resolution, if adopted, 
does not specify in what manner the petitions shall 
be treated after they are received. I say this by 
way of answering a large portion of the gentlemen 
on the other side, who wasted a vast deal of argu- 
ment by putting supposed cases of the presentation 
of absurd and unconstitutional petitions. I do not 
deny the right of the House to refuse to receive a 
petition when it is first presented ; but I wish all 
petitions to be received, unless their reception is 
specially objected to. What shall be done with 
them afterwards, is for the House to determine. 
What I want to settle is, the principle that the 
right of petition includes within it the right of hav- 
ing petitions received, unless special objection ex- 
ists against it; and to show whether this is the 
case, I require the name of the person objecting 
and the reasons of the objection to be entered on 
the’journals of the House. Now it is possible for 
the House to adopt this resolution, and yet to pass 
another that the petitions, when received, shall 
neither be read nor considered. But if the House 
shall adopt this resolution, I confess that it is my 
impression that there is not_a man in this House 
who will be willing to record as the ground of his 
objection to its being received, that it is an abolition 
petition. There may be some—there may be many; 
but I believe that, if the question of reception is 
put to the House, they cannot get a maiority to 
vote against it. 

I do not believe that there is a man here who is 
willing to have such a thing go upon the record in 
a single case; und if there is—there may be many 
for aught I know—but if there is, put the question 
o the decision of the House, and see how the ma- 
tjority will go. Ido not believe that you can get a 
majority for it, if there is a man that would move 
it; and tor this reason : by receiving a petition, you 
decide nothing, and I was willing to put upon the 
record my acknowledgment of the right of the 
House to reject petitions. I fully and freely admit 
it; but I say it must be done for a special reason, 
which must be assigned on the journal, to go before 
the world—before posterity; and if there is a gen- 
tleman here who would not scruple at putting his 
name to such an objection on the journal, I will 
answer for it that in twenty years hence he and his 
children would blush to see his name with such an 
addition to it, come he from the North or the South, 
or where he may. If you adopt my resolution, you 
only settle the principte that all petitions shall be 
received, unless a special objection, which is to be 
entered on the journal, shall be made; and then 
that there shall be a special vote upon it by the 
House. Rely upon it, that, if this resolution passes, 
you will hear no more objections, not only to the 
reception of the petition, but to its reference; to 
the hearing it; to considering it, which is as muc 
the duty of the House as toreceive it. Iam willing 
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to rest it upon this. I am willing to admit the right 
ofthe House to refuse to receive, in any case in 
which a majorily of the House is willing that the 
reason for rejecting the petition shall go upon the 
journal. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, I have no more to say. 
J will not enter upon the subject pf slavery or the 
slave-trade in the District of Columbia. 


SPEECH OF MR. GARLAND, 
Continued from page 745 

But, Mr. Speaker, there is still a fi 
tion upon the power of Congress, wh 
its action to the expressly delegated pawe 
leaves it no pretext for assuming powe 
hibited. The proviso to the act of cessio 

inia says: 

. “Phat the jurisdiction of the laws of this Com- 
monwealth over the persons and propery of indi- 
viduals residing within the limits of the cession 
aforesaid, shall not cease or determine until Con- 
gress, having accepted said cession, shall, by law, 
provide for the government thereof, under their ju- 
risdiction, in manner provided by the article before 
recited.” 

The article referred to is the 8th section of the 
Ist article, enumerating and delegating the legisla- 
tive powers of Congress. It is thus referred to in 
the 2d section of the act of cession, which proves 
that it was designed as a limitation upon the pow- 
ets of Congress: 

“That a tract of country, not exceeding ten miles 
square, or any lesser quantity, to be located within 
the limits of this State, and in any part thereof, as 
Congress may by law direct, and the same is here- 
by forever ceded and relinquished to the Congress 
and Government of the United States, jn full and 
absolute right and exclusive jurisdiction, as well of 
soil as of persons residing or to reside thereon, pur- 
suant to the tenor and effect of the eighth section of 
the frst article of the Constitution of the Government 
of the United States.” 

Is not here, sir, a clear limitation upon the pow- 
ers of this Government over this District, to the 
enumerated powers of the Constitution? and did 
not Congress accept the cession with this condition 
annexed? With what propriety, then, can Con- 
gress be asked to usurp power and violate this ex- 
press condition ? Bat, sir, another view presents 
itself, growing out of this section of the act, which 
clearly proves the intention of the contracting par- 
ties, and their views of the powers of Congress over 
this subject when the cession was made. This sec- 
tion conferred upon Congress the power of locating 
the ten miles squate anywhere in the State of Vir- 
ginia which it might select. Suppose it had been 
located so as to include the city of Richmond, as it 
might have been. Dv you think, sir, Virginia had 
bestowed upon Congress a discretion which, in her 
estimation, would have enabled it to abolish slavery 
in the very centre of its slave population, embra- 
cing its very capital? ‘The idea is too preposterous 
to think of. Thus, sir, the power of Congress is 
not only limited by the plain letter of the Constitu- 
tion, but by its plighted faith, which it is bound, by 
every consideration of national honor, to fulfil. 

The question now recurs, Mr. Speaker, What dis- 
position should be made of these petitions ? Should 
they be received, or not? [contend that they should 
not be received. First, because they ask Congress 
to do that which it has no constitutional power to 
do. I flatter myself that 1 have satisfactorily proved 
that Congress has no constitntional power to abol- 
ish “ slavery” or the “ slave-trade” between citizens 
of this District and the slave States, and between 
the slave States themselves; and that, if the pray- 
ers of the petitioners were to prevail, it would be 
in violation of the Constitation, and in utter disre- 
gard of the rights of private property. Why, then, 
Teceive petitions which call upon the House to do 
what it has, palpably, no power todo? It isan idle 
waste of time, and a most pernicious example. Sec- 
ond, because from the effects which the introduc- 
tion of such petitions must necessarily produce. 
Their introduction uniformly produces excitement 
and unprofitable discussion here, and a correspond- 
ing excitement in the two great sections of the Uni- 
on. The discussions here are well calculated to 

roduce heartburnings, jealousies, and alienations 

tween the Representatives of the slaveholding and 
non-slaveholding States, which will act and react 
upon their constituents, and produce like feelings 
among them, to the hazard of the peace of the coun- 
try and the integrity of the Union. Not only this; 
bat these discussions, urged in a manner so violent 
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and unreserved, will find their way to the slave 
population, and excite among them delusive hopes 
and a spirit of insubordination, and attempts at in- 
surrection, which, after the butchery of a few help- 
less women and children, can only end in their own 
destruction. These are the only effects which the 
introduction and discussion of these petitions are 
calculated to produce. Why, then, introduce them? 
Why cast a firebrand into the midst of such com- 
bustible materials, and hazard an explosion so fatal 
to the harmony of this body, the peace of the nation, 
and the integrity of the Union? Why produce dis- 
cord, where harmony and good-will would other- 
wise prevail ? 
complished worth such imminent hazards? 


: None, 
sir, whatever. 


The framers of the Constitution— 


passed—foresaw the delicacy and danger of this 
question of slavery, and wisely closed the doors of 
the Federal Constitution upon it. They saw in this 


Is there any good likely to be ac- : 


ernment is federal, not consolidated ; and, in rela- 
tion to their domestic institutions, the States are as 
independent of each other, and of this Government, 
as they are of the Powers of Europe, Asia, or Afri- 
ca; and the subjects of France or England can, with 
as much propriety, seek the intervention of Con- 
gress upon this subject, as these petitioners. Such 
an intermeddling spirit should not be encouraged, 
but frowned down by the most signal marks of dis- 
approbation, as dangerous to the institutions of the 
States, and threatening to the integrity of the Union. 
Ihave been permitted, sir, by the kindness of my 
friend from Massachusetts (Mr. Livconn) to exam- 
ine one of these petitions. I find it printed, no doubt 


` prepared at an abolition mint, and signed by 229 


young and rising nation all those elements of great- | 


ness which need only be discreetly used to produce 
unparalleled power, prosperily, and glory. 
foresaw that sectional jealousies alone could pro- 
duce that alienation of feeling which would sever 
this great fabric of liberty, aud break it into power- 
less, contemptible fragments. They foresaw that, 
of a'l other subjects, none were so likely to produce 
these disastrous consequences as that of domestic 
slavery in the States; and they, therefore, wisely 
determined not to clothe the Federal Government 
with any power over the subject, but leave it entire- 
ly to the jurisdiction of the States where it existed. 
Let us imitate, Mr. Speaker, this high and patriotic 
example of our fathers, and close for ever the doors 
of this Hall to this inflammatory, exciting, and dan- 
gerous subject, by keeping out this description of 
petitions, as dangerous to the peace and tranquilli- 
7 of the country, and the integrity of the Union. 
n 


terest, patriotism, and duty, all unite in impe- | 


riously demanding it. If, through the instrumen- 
tality of this question, this Union, consecrated by 


the best blood of our fathers, and founded upon the , 
true panei of liberty, should ever be broken | 

all incur a heavy and irredeemable re- . 
sponsibility to the world and to posterity. Third. | 


down, wes 


ecause, if the prayer of such petitions should be 


They | 


granted, it would be in violation of that faith which , 


is fairly inferrible from the compact of cession, and 
dangerous to the tranquillity and subordination of 
the slaves in Virginia and Maryland. 
be, for a moment, supposed that Virginia and Ma- 
ryland, two of the largest slaveholding States in the 
Union, would have been guilty of the gross folly of 


square, within their very midst, if they had not re- 
garded the faith of the Government pledged not to 
interfere with this subject.’ The acts of cession 
themselves afford conctus{ve evidence. that the ce- 
ding States regarded this subject as closed to Con- 
gress. But, if the acts of cession were silent upon 
this subject, the very fact that this territory was 
gratuitously ceded by the liberality of these two 
States should protect it against the exercise of this 
power, if it existed. Abolish slavery here; make 
it the rendezvous of free negroes and refugee slaves, 
and what would be the condition of the pecple of 
the District and of Virginia and Maryland? Their 
property would become worthless, and their safety 

ourly jeoparded. Is there any gentleman here 
prepared to inflict upon the people of Virginia and 
Maryland, and this District, such unutterable woes? 
I trast not. 
tive of so little good, and fraught with so many 
dangers, and the contagion of which must extend 
through the whole slaveholding States ? 

But it is said by the gentleman from Vermont 
(Mr. Stabe) that Congress cannot observe any such 
plighted faith, because it was unconstitational. Not 
so, sir. If Congress had the power to abolish sla- 
very, it would not be compelled to exercise it. It 
had the right, therefore, to make the pledge, and is 
bound in honor to redeem it, so long as the circum. 
stances under which it was made exist, and require 
its observance. 

Mr. Speaker, I would respectfully inquire, who 
are these petitioners? and why should their peti- 


tions be entitled to the peculiar favor of this House? | 


Sir, they are intermeddlers—officious intruders in- 
to the affairs of others. They seek to redress, not 
their own grievances, but those of an independent 
community ; they seek to apply the power of Con- 
gress to the destruction of, the domestic institutions 
of sovereign States, of which they are not citizens, 
and with which they have no concern, Qur Gov- 


Why, then, receive petitions produc-. 


It cannot ' 


; of ;. women, who pray for the abolition of “ slavery” and 
men whose wisdom and patriotism were never sur- |; 


the “slave-trade” in the District of Columbia. Ido 
not doubt that most of the signers are children, for 
I find many of the same names, mostly written by 
the same hand, who have been influenced, no doubt, 
to sign their names to this paper, without any knowl- 
edge of its contents, by some long-faced hypocriti- 
cal missionary of an abolition society. These wo- 
men undertake to petition Congress to redress griev- 
ances of which they know nothing, and of a people 
to whom they are utter strangers. Yes, sir, the 
grievances of the superstitious, ignorant, and op- 
pressed people of this District are to be poured into 
vur ears by a few school misses and factory maids 
in Massachusetts, who are particularly enlightened 
upon this subject; and, for the reception of such a 
petition, this House ahd this nation are to be blown 
into a flame. 

But it is argued by some that the refusal to re- 
ceive these petitions adds to the strength of the ab- 
olitionists, by enabling them to conneet with their 
system the right of petition; and that true policy 
would require that they should be received, refer- 
red, and reported upon. Sir, in 1793, when the 
Quaker petition was presented, it was received, re- 
ferred, and reported upon. From that period up to 
1836, such petitions were received, referred, and 
reported upon, but without effect. In 1636, after an 


-animated discussion, abolition petitions were re- 


ceived and referred to a committee of which Mr. 
Pinckney of South Carolina was chairman, and 


| an able report made against the objects of the peti- 


tioners, which, so far from preventing discussion, 
produced a most protracted and violent one. This 
report evaded the important question of the consti- 
tutional power of Congress over this subject. From 
that time to this, these petitions have been multi- 
plying in numbers, and, I fear, will continue to 
multiply and be poured upon us, till the doors of 
Congress are entirely closed upon them. Sir, if the 
whole Southern representation would unite in the 
spirit of my colleague, (Mr. Borts,) who, I know, 
has no disposition to favor or respect the abolition- 
ists; I wonld, not as a concession of principle, but 
to arm in the most effective manner those of our 
Constitution-abiding and law-obeying friends of the 
North, who are rady to bare their breasts to the 
storm, and maintain the plighted faith of the Con- 
stitution, defend the constitutional rights of the 
South, and preserve the Union of these States, give’ 
them such a position as they might deem necessary 
for their own safety. But, sir, this must be, to com- 
mand my acquiescence, the united action of the 
South; for, upon this vitally interesting and import- 
ant question, the South, to command re , must 
present an undivided front, and I will riot separate 
from it. 

I should like to know, Mr. Speaker, why there is 
so much solicitude about the reception of petitions 
on which no action is sought or desired. I under- 
stand that there are scarce ten members on this 
floor who would respond affirmatively tothe prayer 
of these petitions. T understand the distinguished 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Apams) to 
avow that he would not vote for any bill to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia at this time. 
I understand the gentleman from Vermont (Mr, 
Suave) himself to say that he does net desire imme- 
diate action upon this subject. “Why, then, riskthe 
harmony of this body, jeopard the peace of the 
country, impair the strength of the Union, and 
hazard its integrity, in pesni the reception of pe- 
titions upon which this body has determined it will 
not act? 

mir Stane said he did desire immediate action.]} 

distinctly undefstood the gentleman to say thet 
he did not desire the immediate abolition of s!ave- 
ry, and therefore inferred that he did not desire the 
immediate action of the House. 

But, sir, it is argued by the member from Ver- 
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mont that the adoption of this resolution would ex- 
clade all petitions or papers touching the subject of 
slavery in any form, and about which the power of 
Congress is undoubted. He says that petitions, 
memorials, or other papers seeking a modification 
of the laws for the recovery of fugitive slaves would 
be excluded. The gentleman is mistaken; the reso- 
huion, in expres; terms, refers to all petitions, me- 
morials, cr other papers touching the aolitzon of 
slavery and the slave-trade—terms which cannot 
exclude any papers of the description referred to by 
the gentleman. So that this objection is aniounded; 
for that is the specific subject referred to, and the 
resolution embraces nothing else. Whether this 
resolution is incorporated into the standing rules of 
the House, or stands as an ordinary resolution, is 
not material as to its effect; for the rules only bind 
the present Congress, and this may be hereafier 
omitted it it should be deemed expedient to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, the honorable gentleman from Ver- 
mont has charged upon the slave States that they 
breed slaves for the market as they do horses, cat- 
tle, or swine. He calls them, sir, ‘slure-Lreeders.” 


I had hoped, Mr. Speaker, that there could not | 


have been found a representative of the American 
people upon the ilor of the American Congress 
who would have repeated that base slander of that 
prince of demagogues, Daniel O’Connell—a man 
whose very name should be execrated by every 
friend of his country, the union of the States, and 
the liberties of the people. 

(Mr. Scape explained, and read in proof of his 
assertions the following extracts from the speeches 
of Messrs. Thomas J. Randolph and James H. 
Gholson, in the Legislature of Virginia, and a 
pamphlet of T. R. Dew, Esq., a distinguished pro- 
tessor in William and Mary College: 

“Tn the Legislature of this State, in 1832, Thomas 
Jefferson Randolph declaredthat Virginia had been 
converted into ‘one grand menagerie, where men 
are reared for the market like oxen for the sham- 
bies? This same gentleman thus compared the 


foreign with the domestic traffic: ‘The trader [Af- , 


rican] receives the slaves, a stranger in aspect, 
language, and manner, trom the merchant who 
brought him from the interior. 
viduals whom the master has known from infancy 
—whom he has seen sporting in the innocent gam- 
bols of childhood—who have been accustomed to 
Jook to him for protection—he tears from his moth- 
er’s arms, and sells into a strange country, among a 
strange people, subject to cruel task-masters. In 
my opinion, it is much worse.” 

“ Mr. Gholson, of Virginia, in his speech in the 
Legislature of thai State, January 18, 1831, [see 
Richmond Whig,] says: ‘The legal maxim of par- 
tus sequitur venirem is coeval with the existence of 
the rights of property itself, and is founded in wis- 
dom and justice. It is only on the justice and in- 
violability of this maxim that the master foregoes 
the service of the female slave, has her nursed and 
attended during the period of her gestation, and 
raises the helpless and infant offspring. The valve 
of the properiy justifies the expense; and I do not 
hesitate to say thal, in its increase, consists much 
of our wealth.’” 

* Professor Dew, now president of the College of 
William and Mary, Virginia, in his review of the 
debate in the Virginia Legislature, 1831-’32, speak- 
ing of the revenue arising from the trade, says: 
‘A fall equivatent being thus left in the place of the 
slave, this immigration becomes an advantage to 
the State, and does not cheek the black population 
as much as at first view we might imagine, because 
jt furnishes every inducement to the masier to at- 
tend to the negroes, to encourage breeding, and to 
cause the greatest number possible to be raised. 
Virginia is, in fact, a negro-raising State fur other 
States.’ ”] 

Mr. Garvanp resumed. These declarations of 
Messrs. Randolph and Gholson are not new to me; 
nor have I forgotten the agitation which they pro- 
duced, ur the excitement which they exerled in Vir- 
ginia. No man can be ignorant of the fact that the 
inerease of slaves must necessarily partake cf the 
parent stuck, aud be, so long as property in them 
exists, subjects of bargain and sale; and ti.at it is 
the duty of the owners, as far as is compatible with 
proper considerations of humanity, to empoy them 
in the most profitable way, Nor can any be ignor- 
ant of the fact that they sometimes multiply to an 
extent that it is the interest of the owner, as well as 
it is his duty, to transfer them to other hands. In 
doing this, they do not in the slightest degree alter 
the condition of the slave, but only follow a law 


But Acre, sir, indi- - 
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of property and the demands of interest, the opera- 
tion of which cannot be resisted. Many sell from 
interest—many from necessity; in no case worst- 
ing the condition of the slave. But, sir, E do not 
know a single case in which slaves are bred and 
raised expressly for the market-—-made a business 
of; nor do I believe there can be found any such 
case in the whole South. I do not doubt that this 
is the point of view in which Mr. Randolph, Mr. 
Gholson, and Mr. Dew intended to be understood, 
and not in that-of O’Connell and the gentleman 
from Vermont; for I do not believe that either of 
these gentlemen is capable of perpetrating sucha 
slander upon their native State. That such aslan- 
der should be perpetrated by a foreigner—an ene- 
my to our institutions, and our prosperity—is not 
to be wondered at; but I extremely regret that it 
should be believed and repeated by an American 
citizen on this floor. 

The gentleman from Vermont (Mr. Stape) has 
amused us With many arithmetical calculations to 


: prove the increase of slaves. What else did the 
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gentleman expect? and how were we to prevent it ? 
If the number of our slaves has increased, it has 
been the result of natural causes ; and certainly the 
gentleman would not have us prevent this increase, 
by slaughter or strangulation. But, sir, the domin- 
ion of slavery has decreased, and that to a great 
extent. New York, Pennsylvania, and Delaware 
were once slaveholding States, but have abolished 
slavery; and, by the power of the North, slavery 
north of the 36th deg. of north latitude is forever 
inhibited in that immense region west of the Mis- 


| sissippi purchased by the common treasure of the 


nation; where I trust the gentleman can go with- 
out offence to his moral sensibility, if he cannot go 
to Missouri. Slavery, also, has been excluded from 
that immense region of country ceded by Virginia, 
now embracing four large States and Wiskonsin 
Territory. ith these facts before his eyes, the 
gentleman seems alarmed at the increase and pro- 
gress of slavery! Sir, the facts prove that slavery, 
so far from increasing, has greatly declined in the 
extent of territory over which it prevails. 

The gentleman from Vermont has, with an in- 
dustry and an abilily which do him credit, searched 
from theirsleeping tombs, and strung together in ad- 
mirable order, the opinions of many great and dis- 
tinguished men upon the moral evils of meted 
and the necessity of its eradication, which wou 
very well apply if we were engaged in the discus- 
sion of the question whether slavery should be in- 
troduced, but which do net touch the question 
whether Congress has the power to invade the do- 
mestic institutions of sovereign States, and break 
down their institutions; or whether it is expedient, 
under existing circumstances, to abolish slavery ; 
and do not need, therefore, to be noticed. The gen- 
tleman also referred us to the example of England,. 
and, with an air of apparent triumph, told us what 
she was, and what she now is. Upon the subject of 
slavery, sir, England has always been true to her 
interest. When it was her interest to press slavery 
into any part of her vast dominions, she has done 
so; and when it was her interest to abolish it, she 
has done so. Her interest, and not her principles, 
has always been the guide of her conduct upon 
this, as upon most other subjects. It was Old Eng- 
Jand, sir, seconded by New England, that forced 
upon the reluctant and remonstrating people of 
Virginia that system of slavery which now consti- 
tutes such an important point in her domestic poli- 
cy. It was that England, sir, that now reproaches 
us, and instigates that spirit of fanaticism which 
threatens the destruction of our property, the peace 
of the country, and the disruption of our happy 
Union, that forced upon us that system of slavery, 
which, since it has become her interest to do so, she 
seeks to destroy. To show, sir, how unblushing 
and wanton this attempt on the part cf New Eng- 
land fanaticism is, and how graceless are her re- 

roaches, I will state an historica} fact, which, if it 
has not escaped the diligent researches of the gen- 
tleman from Vermont, he would not willingty re- 
cur to on the present occasion. In the convention 
which framed the Federal Constitution, one com- 
mittee reported that no impost could be laid by 
Congress without the concurrence of two-thirds of 
the members present; another committee reported 
the immediate abolition of the African slave trade. 
By the vote of the five New Engiand States and 
South Carolina and Georgia, the two-thirds princi- 
ple was given up; and, by the same vote, the Afri- 
can slave-trade was protracted twenty years, 

Virginia, and her friend and neighbor North 
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Carolina, voted against both these alterations ; and 
yet New England now reproaches them with their 
Slave institutions—institutions which that very 
New England aided in forcing uponthem. I do 
not recur to this historical fact for the purpose of 
reproaching Georgia and South Carolina. I do 
not doubt they acted, as they thought, for the best ; 
but I recur to it for the purpose of showing how 
graceless and unblushing are these reproaches, 
coming from New England. But this is not all, sir; 
when we look into the slave-trade, and all its atro- 
cities—that dark spot upon the escutcheon of modern 
civilized nations—what do we see} Among the ves- 
sels engaged in that horrid and inhuman traffic, 
over which the proud star spangled banner waves 
with shameless desecration, most of them are nor- 
thern built and northern manned. Yes, sir, where 
there is one southern man, there are ten northern 
men in their crews. And shall they reproach us? 
Let the world answer the question.” Posterity will 
not fail to fix all the odium which attaches to sla- 
very upon its true authors. 

I have always been, Mr. Speaker, averse to any 
agitation of this distracting question here. I have 
always thought it unprofitable and mischievous, 
and have, therefore, ney voted for every pro- 
position which was calculated to cut off debate and 
prevent excitement. Having in view this object, I 
do not doubt that I have given some votes incon- 
sistent with each other upon the question of recep- 
tion, but it was always with the view of keeping the 
excitement and agitation, which these firebrands 
uniformly produce, out of the House, and doing the 
necessary and important business of the country. 
I have not done so, Mr. Speaker, because I feared 
abolitionists—I mean those whose views are ultra 
—whoare prepared to crusade against southern in- 
stitutions, and accomplish their unhallowed pur- 
poses by exciting servile’ insurrection, drenching 
our fields with blood, prostrating our rights, sever- 
ing the Union, and overturning our liberties. Of 
them [have.no fears—none, sir, whatever. Not be- 
cause they are not formidable—are not actuated by 
vicious motives; but because I confidently believe 
that there is in the north a sufficient amount of pa- 
triotism, of loyalty to the Constitution, and devotion 
to the Union, to keep them in check and repel their 
attempts. If they cannot, then, sir, we can and 
will. Ido not class with these minions of foreign 
policy—these enemies to our Constitution, our laws, 
and our liberties—those whose opinions are, in the 
absiract, opposed to domestic slavery, but who are 
not disposed, on that account, to disturb our domes- 
tic nights, and violate the sacred compact of the 
Constitution. To such I make no allusion; I al- 
lade exclusively to ultra abolilionism, that bane of 
our peace, and, I fear will be, destroyer of our hap- 
py institutions. 

One remark more, Mr. Speaker, and I have done. 
I have been much pained to hear so much said of 
Jate about the dissolution of the Union—so many 
calculations about its value—so many estimates of 
comparative loss, by north and south, if such an 
event shouid unhappily take place. I say, Mr. 
Speaker, Iam pained—not only pained, but alarm- 
ed, to hear these things so frequently repeated. 
Who, sir, can estimate the value of this Union— 


that Union, consecrated by the blood of our fathers, , 


which flowed in a common stream from Ticonde- 
roga to Charleston, and_back again from Charles- 
ton to Ticonderoga? By what rules will you cal- 
culate the value of the liberty, happiness, and pros- 
perliy which it secures to oh ed and growing peo- 
ple? Sir, it has not entered into the heart of man 
to conceive ils value—a value which we shall 
never truly appreciate until we foolishly throw it 
away. Why compare the losses, sir ?. Each sec- 
tion will sustain such a weight of loss that it will 
have no inclination to enter into the comparison. 
It will be sufficiently overwhelmed with its own 
ruin and misery. Let us, then, having in our own 
keeping such an important charge, to ourselves, to 
the world, and to posterity, so equally and benig- 
nantly administer the Government as to transmit 
this great boun of liberty, unimpaired, to the count- 
less millions who are to come after us. And, for 
the purpose of effecting this, let us keep out every 
thing that is ca'culated to mar our peace, weaken 
our bonds, and destroy our harmony. Sir, when- 
ever and wherever I see the star-spangled banner 
floating in the breeze, and remember that it is 
the flag of the Union, the emblem of Liberty, I 
cannot refrain, in the language of a distinguish- 
eel man of old, from exclaiming in my heart, “ Este 
perpetua,” i 
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SPEECH OF Mr. CUSHING, 
Or MASSACHUSETTS, 
house of Representatives, May 20, 1840—On the 
. motion made by him to strike out the enacting 
clause of the Independent Treasury Bill. 
The House, in Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union, (Mr. Banxs, of Virginia, in the | 
chair,) having taken up the Senate bill entitled “An | 


i llecti keepi : 
pet to provido fur the collection, palekpeping, transs ii o] hand and foot, to the Philistines. 


fer, and disbursement of the public revenue,” the 
bill was read ; and the question then being on the 
first section of it— 

Mr. CUSHING submitted a motion to strike out 


the enacting clause, and said he did this in order to i 


be able, at the present stage in the progress of the 
bill, to debate its provisions generally; but, before 
proceeding, he had a suggestion to make to Mr. Arn- 
zrTON, who, in the absence of Mr. Joss, the chair- 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means, appear- | 
This measure, im- | 
portant as it was, and it being, in tact, the measure 


ed to have charge of the -bill. 


of the existing Administration, had come from the 
Committee of Ways and Means unaccompanied by 
any report; and the House, therefore, possessed no 
knowledge of the views which guided that commit- 
tee in reporting this project of law. Under these 
circumstances, if Mr. AruERron, or any other gen- 
tleman of the committee, was desirous to address the 


House in behalf of the friends of the bill, and give i! 
an exposition of its merits, Mr. Cusaine would | 


yield the floor to him for that purpose. Nay, more, 
he proffered it; he invited any gentleman to enter 
into the merits of the bill before he (Mr. C.) spoke 
of its demerits. 

Mr. Arnxrron, for reasons that he assigned, said 
that he would at present decline to speak. 

Mr. Cusaine then took the floor to address the 


House, but gave way to the general wish that the , 
committee should rise and report progress. F 
£ 


House of Representatives, 


The House, in Committee of 
state of the Union, having again taken up 
pendent Treasury Bill, Mr. Cusaive 
substance as follows : ae 

Mr. Chairman: This bill, which isA fearfully in- 


ay 21, 184 


teresting one of itself, comes before 4s to-day under | 


circumstances which give to it additional intensity 
of interest. 

The Independent Treasury is an Executive idea 
and an Executive measure. At the opening of the 
twenty-fifth Congress, with a new President, there 
met here a new House of Representatives, coming 
directly from the people, unbiassed and unsophisti- 
cated by the influences which emanate from the fed- 
eral city. This measure was then urged upon Con- 
gress by the Executive; and the Senate, that aristo- 
cratic branch of Congress which in these latter times 
originates so many financial acts, seconded the ur- 
gency of the Executive; but the House, with its 
popular feelings fresh. upon it, steadily and sternly 
rejected the bill again- and again, and shielded the 
people from the federal power of the Executive and 
the Senate. 


Nevertheless, the measure, thus repudiated by the 
people’s Representatives, was put in operation by 
the Executive, ex mero motu suo proprio, of his 
own arbitrary power and discretion ; and has been 
so for three years, in defiance of the will of Con- 
gress, Nay, the organ of the Treasury Department 
here in the last Congress told us—triumphantly told 
us—in contempt as well of this House as of the peo- 
ple, that this measure was in force, and would so 
continue, under the present Administration, lament 
who might, here or elsewhere; and he finds the re- 
compense of his zeal in this matter, not through the 
suffrages of the people, but through the form of the 
President in the shape of a foreign embassy. And 
now this Congress, assembled after the President 
had, for two years, been exerting all the vast power 
of the Federal Government, and of the party organi- 
zation of which his Administration is the head, to 
drill, and persuade, and drive the country into his 
measure; now, once again, Congress is called upon, 
by the voice of the same President and the second- 
ing of the same Senate, to pass the bill—to legalize 


prgceeded in ` k i x y p 
; i| by his constituents either for or against the bill. | 
|| Well, suppose it be so; are we then to be mute here? 
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what the Executive has already done—to rivet on 
the people the chains which the Executive has forged 
and twisted around their limbs in despite of them 
and of their Representatives. The critical time has 
come. Decoyed by the lips of the tempter, the peo- 
ple have dallied in the lap of this Administration un- 
til, Delilah like, it is insidiously proceeding to shear 
the hair of the Samson; and, unless he speedily 
arouse himself in his strength, will hand him over, 


When, therefore, in the midst of these circum- 
| stances, the bill was brought on last night, I called 
| on the gentleman from New Hampshire, (Mr. Arua- 
ERTON,) I called on the Committee of Ways and 
| Means generally, to rise and justify the measure. 
In the name of the Opposition here, in the name of 
the country, in the name of the people of the United 
States, I invited the friends of the Administration to 
vindicate its conduct and its purposes. Such a call, 
at such a time, was a challenge more than an invi- 
i tation. 
| And what are the reasons given by the gentleman 
j from New Hampshire (Mr. Aruenron) for declin- 

ing this invitation? He says this measure has been 
several times recommended by the President in his 
annual messages. Ay, true enough; there has been 
i no want of exhortations on the subject from him ; 
| his individual will is too plainly manifest in the mat- 
ter, not only in originating the measure and in for- 
| cing it upon Congress and the country against the 


: and influence to obtain at last the legal confirmation 
i of his will, 

Next, the gentleman refers to past reports. But 
| thexe has been only one report in the House of Rep- 
lẹ resentatives on the subject—that of Mr. Cambreleng 
! in the last Congress; and that was accompanied by 
i the able counter-report of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania at my side, (Mr. Sereranr ;) the lattercon- 
futing the former, and the antidote going forth to the 
country along with the poison, neutralizing its ven- 


i| om and destroying its power. 
e Whole/son the | 


But the gentleman says that this is not a new meas- 
ure, either to the members of this House or to the coun- 
try; and that every gentleman present was sent here 


I scorn the idea. This is a deliberative assembly of 
men, and of men having souls of their own; not a 
body of dumb and blind machines, with no function 
but that of registering the will of the Executive. 
Our constituents sent us here to execute their decis- 
ions, not. those of the President; and to utter and 
maintain their opinions, as well as to execute their 
decisions. I know it is not uncommon to hear com- 


here; but they who utter such complaints are very 
short-sighted men ; they forget that the Federal Gov- 
ernment is composed of an association of sovereign 


harmonized, the chief remedy in the other great com- 
munities of Christendom is by resort to war. 


The remarkable fact remains, then, that we have 


no affirmative defence of this measure. And it is a 
| most unprecedented fact, that a great bill like this 
| should be thrown haughtily and unconcernedly up- 
| on the table of the House as being a law which the 
| Executive demands, and which, in humble obedience 
to him, there is a party ready and strong enough to 
pass, right or wrong. We do not, say the friends of 
the Administration—and is not that equivalent to 
saying we dare not or cannot !—attempt to justify 
the measure affirmatively upon satisfactory argu- 
ments. For the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
; in conclusion, gravely puts it to me to proceed, con- 

trary to the natural course of debate, and show cause 

whi this bill ought not to pass. I, however, shall not 

shrink from that challenge. . 


There is a still more singular fact in the circum- 
stances which now surround us; and it is, that we 
are now asked to legalize this financial experiment 
of the President, after it has actually been tried and 
has failed, 


l 


plaints made of the consumption of time in debate | 


States; that the halls of Congress are the great safe- | 
ty-valve of our institutions; that, for the conflicting | 
opinions, and competing interests, and political pas- | 
sions, which waste themselves in debate here, and | 
which, by discussion in Congress, are conciliated and | 
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judgment of both, but in the exercise of his power |; 


— 


| 


| were, at its heart. 
: Tesults of these financial experiments of the Execu-. 
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This scheme of policy has been in operation, by 
Executive will, in defiance of Congress, for three 
years. Jt is the measure, and the only measure, of 
his Administration; or, rather, it is emphatically Ais 
measure. One of the ablest of his advocates, the 
Democratic Reyicw, tells us: 

“The great event of Mr. Van Buren’s adminis- 
tration, by which it will be hereafter known and de- 
signated, is the divorce of Bank and State in the 
fiscal affairs of the Federal Government, and the re- 
turn, after half a century of deviation, to the original 
design of the Constitution.” 

So that Mr. Van Buren is not only wiser than all 
the present generation, but wiser than those con- 
script fathers of the Republic by whom the Consti- 
tution was framed and the machinery of the Federal 
Government set in motion. Regardless of their ex- 
ample, and of the monitory experience of half a cen- 
tury, he resolved to try his experiment, and he has 
tried it. 

Or, rather, it is one of two kindred experiments. 
General Jackson’s experiment, the pet bank system, 
like this one, was put in operation by Executive will 
in defiance of Congress; like this, it was in opera- 
tion for three years before it was legalized; and it 
exploded in a year after the act for its legalization 
was extorted from Congress, as this may, involving 
the Government and the country in common dismay 
and confusion. 

And what has, thus far, been the effect of the two? 
This we have seen too clearly, in the never-ceasing 
agitations of currency, commerce, and business of 
all sorts; in a vast number of individual bankrupt-. 
cies; in two suspensions of cash payments by the 
banks—one partial, the other universal; in the pros- 
tration of productive industry in all its departments; 
in the general reduction of prices, especially of cot- 
ton, corn, and labor; in a word, in the congelation 
of the current of the country’s prosperity—the paraly- 
sis of its industrial energics—an ossification, as it 
Such have been the disastrous 


tive; the last of which, in the face of all these facts, 
Congress is now called on to adopt and to legalize. 
And we are called upon to do this ata time when 
the people, weary of these empirical experiments 
on their welfare and repose, have arisen in the 
majesty of their might to rebuke the experimenters, 
and to cashier that Administration which, in the 
blind pursuit of its own party interests, disregards 
those of the nation. Let not the friends of the 
Administration suppose that the country is agitated 
for nothing, nor seek to lay that flattering unctidn 
to their souls. It is not a ripple-on the surface of 
the waves, but a tempestuous tossing of the deep 
sea, which you witness. ‘The masses are in motion. 
It is the upheaving of the vast ocean itself, with 
that tremendous ground-swell from its uttermost 
depths, which forebodes and marks the unwithstand- 
able power of the coming onset of the earthquake, 
and which is about to overwhelm you with the 
deluge of its waters. If the people cannot reform 
the purposes of the Administration, and make these 
consonant to their wishes and interests, they can 
and will reform the Administration itself. ` 
Such a bill, coming before us under such circum- 
stances, deserves a full and deliberate examination 
upon its precise merits; more especially as the dis-. 
cussions of it in the House hitherto haye been either 
partial and hurried, or incidental only ; and I propose 


“now to subject itto a rigorous and complete scrutiny. 


But, before commencing on this, I desire to forestall 
any attempts, on the other side, to stifle debate by 
the clamor concerning the appropriation. bills, which 


_is so common in this House and in the newspapers. 


The Administration majority in the House have 
decided to take-up this bill first, to the postponement 
of those general appropriation bills which remain 
to be acted on. They have made this decision upon 
the precise question proposed by the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Wisz,) who moved to. take up the 
navy appropriation bill in preference to this. ‘The 
appropriation bills are of admitted general impor- 
tance ; so much so, that one of the standing rules of 
the House gives to them a precedence over all other 
bills. When the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill was on its passage, we heard continual coma 
plaints in the House concerning the injury to the 
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public service, and the wrong to the public servants, 
which was inflicted by the delay of the appropria- 
tions for the civil, naval, military, and miscellaneous 
services of the Government. ‘he Globe was loud 
in its exhortations on the subject. If the exigency 
for the passage of these bills was so great a month 
ago, it must be greater now, asit notoriously is; and 
itis a violation of duty to the Government and the 
country to postpone these bills. On the other hand, 
this bill can well enough wait. The system which 
it is intended to legalize is practically in force now. 
It can matter nothing to the Government and the 
country whether that act of legalization take place a 
month sooner, or a month later. lof course, this 
bill is taken up now for party reasons merely—to 
endeavor to help the falling fortunes of the Admin- 
istration by a show of courage, or to satisfy the im- 
portunity of a certain class of its friends, discontented 
to see this bill remain so long as it has in the 
House untouched, or to meet the taunts of the Whigs 
on the same point. For some such object, also, 
though the bill remained on the Speaker’s table for 
weeks after it came from the Senate, uncommitted 
even; yet the friends of the Administration, for no- 
thing else but idle exhibition, have recently consumed 
the time of the House with motions to suspend the 
rules, and take it up out of order, on days when it 
was morally certain that the Heuse would not agree 
to suspend the rules for that purpose. Now, they 
have at length got it up, postponing the interests of 
country to those of party. Let us hear nothing 
from the friends of the Administration, therefore, in 
this debate, of the delay of the appropriation bills, as 
an argument to stifle or cut off debate. The delay 
is theirs, ‘They alone are responsible for it.! ‘They 
cannot expect this bill to pass without being largely 
discussed. If they do, they mistake. And if atany 
time hereafter they complain of the delayed appro- 
priation bills, I say to them, and the country will 
say,—The fault is yours, and the remedy is at any 
moment in your hands ; for the same majority which 
took up this bill can lay it aside, and take up the 
appropriation bills in its stead, to resume it when 
they shall have been passed and sent to the Senate. 

This bill is commonly called’ by its friends “ the 
Independent Treasury Bill.” I shall not quarrel 
with its name. Its sponsors may christen it as they 
please ; and if to the name of “ Sub-Treasury” they 
prefer that of “Independent Treasury,” they are 
welcome to use it, for aught I care. It is a bill to 
give to the Government an independent place of de- 
posite for the public treasure—a place of deposite 
independent, not of banks only, but of the people. 
This is one of its provisions. But it has another 
provision ; and that is, to give to the Government an 
independent currency in all its dealings, as well as 
independent depositories of the public treasure ; in- 
dependent, in one case and in the other, of the whole 
people of the United States. These two are the 
main objects of the bill, provided for in the first and 
twentieth sections—namely Government depositories, 
and a Government currency ; the other twenty-six 
sections of the bill being subsidiary to the execution 
of these two. 

The ‘bill, which embodies this scheme, begins 
appropriately by repealing sundry clauses of the 
Constitution of the United States. In the first sec- 
tion it is enacted that “certain rooms, vaults, and 
safes,” in the new Treasury building, “are hereby 
constituted and declared to be the Treasury of the 
United States.” Is the Treasury of the United 
States a local thing, a building, a vault, or safe? 
If so, as it is a universal truth that a true definition 
may be substituted for the thing defined, then is Mr. 
Woodbury the Secretary of a certain vault or safe in 
the Treasury building. You might as well declare 
the arsenal to be the War Department, or a ship or 
acannon the Navy Department, or the great seal to 
be the State Department. The whole enactment is 
absurd and puerile, this attempt to localize the 
Treasury of the United States ; but when the enact- 
ment is compared with the Constitution, it is worse 
than merely absurd and puerile, it is plainly uncon- 
stitutional. The Constitution says that “no money 
shall be drawn from the Treasury but in consequence 
of appropriations made by law ;” and that certain 
duties “ shall be for the use of the Treasury of the 
United States.” It is evident that these expressions 


do not signify a place, but rather an abstract legal 
entity. And the bill itself, in other parts of it, pro- 
ceeds on the same idea ; for though, if the vaults of 
the Treasury building be the Treasury of the United 
States, all appropriations must be drawn therefrom, 
yet the bill provides elsewhere for drawing appro- 
priations out of other places of deposite all over the 
United States, 

In discussing the numerous and complicated de- 
tails of the bill and its various parts, I propose, for 
the sake of perspicuity, to consider it—first, as a 
fiscal measure only ; that is, in its relation ro the 
Treasury ;—and, secondly, as a measure of state 
policy ; that is, in its relation to the people. 


It is known to the House that, when the idea of | 


this scheme was broached in Congress in 1834, the 
Administration was decidedly hostile to it. The 


friends of the Administration here spoke and voted , 


against itin a body. The Globe declared that the 
effect of the scheme would be to expose the public 
treasure to be plundered by a hundred hands where 
one could reach it before. The present Secretary 
of the Treasury condemned in strong terms the idea 
of intrusting the public treasure to the keeping of 
individual agents of the United States. And the 
plan was taken up in 1837 as an afterthought. Yet, 
afterthought as it is, and repudiated as it had been 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, where, think you, 
it is that he goes to find the origin of the scheme? 
To any of the trusted names of the Democracy ? 
No, indeed; but to that able man, who is to the 


friends of the Administration in this House the very | 


by-word of horror, namely, Alexander Hamilton. 


through their hands or to remain in their custody. 
The President assumes that only five millions will 
‘be on hand at any time. I shall disprove this here- 
after, but, for argument’s sake, I also assume this at 
present. ‘Taking the whole sum at five millions, a 
large sum will be at New York, for example. Can 
the receiver general at New York give good security 
for three, two, or even oné million of dollars? We 
know he cannot. There are few men in the coun- 
try of sufficient wealth to render their bond good to 
that amount; of such men there is probably not one 
who would be willing to become security for a re- 
ceiver general. We know how the thing must and 
will be done. The receiver. general will obtain the 
signatures of as many friends as he can, each to be 


' responsible to a certain amount; and, if the princi- 


Yet see how curiously Mr. Woodbury covers this | 
up;, how adroitly he insinuates the fact, without | 


speaking out the name. In the Treasury report of 
September, 1837, he says: < 


“The other system to which the attention and 


consideration of Congress are respectfully invited, 
is a new organization, by means of commissioners or 
receivers general, to gather the collections to more 
central points, &c. Such an organization might be 
at only three or four of the most important points, 
or it might be made more extensive, &c. This could 
be arranged in all important particulars substantial- 
ly in the manner which is now in very successful 
practice in some of the most enlightened and opu- 
lent governments of Europe, and as was urgently 
recommended by thie Department as early as 
1790.” 

That is, Mr. Woodbury seizes upon a temporary 
idea of Mr. Hamilton the mere imperfect sugges- 


tion which occurred to him in the outset of the Gov- |, 


ernment, when we had neither treasure nor fiscal 
agents of any sort, nor much else but debts ; and cites 
this in support of the present measure. He might 


` have bethought him of the beautiful idea of Burns, 


that nature tried her prentice hand on man, and made 
woman afterwards, when experience had taught skill. 
For, in this reference to Hamilton’s authority, Mr. 
Woodbury refuses the master-workman’s fiscal ma- 
chinery which the Father of his country adopted, 


| 


which experience approved for many years, and | 


under which the country had long prospered ; and 


proposes, instead of it, to take the first imperfect in- + 


struments, on which Hamilton did but try his “ pren- 
tice hand,” sending us, for the idea of his “ sub- 


treasurers,” to Alexander Hamgjlton’s unfinished and . 


rejected roughdraught, 

Looking at the bill in its light of a new fiscal ma- 
chinery only, the first question is, whether the Treas- 
urer of the United States, receivers general, treas- 
urers of mints, collectors, land office receivers, and 


postmasters, who are made by this bill the sole de- . 
positories of the public moneys, are in all respects 
the best possible fiscal agents and depositories of the ;; 


United States. 


Are they, as compared with banks, for instance, | 


the safest depositories ? 


For the security of the public money in the hands | 


of its agents under this bill, the Administration pro- 
poses to rely (in addition to the integrity of the offi- 
cers) upon, Ist. bonds; 2d. inspections ; 3d. penal 
provisiens. ; 
Every thinking man must admit that it will be 
impossible to secure the public treasure by the sure- 
tyship bords which the bill calls for. Individuals 
cannot give adequate foonds for the millions to pass 


pal becomes a defaulter, the sureties will, most of 
them, devise means to convey their property from 
the Government, and thus to escape. Or, perhaps they 
will come here and pray for an act of Congress for 
their relief, as the sureties of Swartwout have done 
this very session ; so that, on the whole, the surety- 
ship must be conceded on all hands to be but very 
imperfect, at best, as a means of protecting the Gov- 
ernment. 

Next, the bill provides for the supervision of the 
depositories by the Treasury Department; but it is 
obviously impossible for the Government to have 
conusance of the conduct and personal habits of nu- 
merous agents scattered all over the Union. The 
ingenuity of fraud will outstrip the vigilance of the 
Government. Special or itinerating agents may be 
sent, without notice, to inspect the depositories; but 
how easy it is, by the artful arrangement of accounts, 
to deceive such inspectors! 

But whatever security the Government may have, 
by these or any other means, with individual depos- 
itories, it has identically the same in the case of 
banks, and something more. Personal integrity is 
a thing not ‘peculiar to Government officers on the 
one hand, nor to bank officers on the other; nor is 
the want of it peculiar to either. In each case the 
individuals trusted are men, and subject to the in- 
firmities of the human condition, and alike capable 
of the breach of trust and of crime. In each case 


` the person offending may be arrested and punished 


` for his criminal] acts. 


In the case of bank officers, 
as of the officers created by this bill, bonds are taken 
to make good any defalcation of which they may be 
guilty. ‘fo one, as to the other, a system of @uper- 
vision by public agents is applicable. But while, in ` 


' all these particulars, the two cases are perfectly pa- 


rallel, or, at any rate, there is no advantage in favor 
of special Government depositories, it is obvious to 
see that other and great advantages, on the score of 
safety, remain altogether peculiar to banks, as they 
have been constituted hitherto, under charters, either 
from the States or from Congress. For, in addition 
to all the security which is common to the two modes 
of deposite—a special or a bank depository—the de- 
positor in bank has the ample and complete security 


: of the capital stock of the bank; the Government 


has the inspection of the directors and stockholders, 
in addition to its own; and, above all, the bank can- 
not abscond. Its officers may abscond, but its cap- 
ital stock remains fixed by its charter in the State 
which establishes it. Your Swartwouts may, on the 
approaching discovery of their defalcation, take pas- 
sage for England by the first packet; but not so the 


'' Bank of New York, or the Massachusetts Bank. 


Upon the whole reason of the thing, therefore, 
I hold it to be clearly shown that bank depositories 
are, in their nature, safer than individual agents as 
depositories. And the unbiassed and spontaneous 
action of individuals in the management of their own 
private affairs, where no party influences intervene, 


: (or, if they do, are overcome by the consideration of 


private interest) confirms the conclusion; for who, 
that is in the way to have large sums of money on 
hand, keeps it in his own safe or vault, or in the cus- 
tody of his clerk or other agent? No man does this 
willingly. Every body sees that, if he is known to 


| have large sume of money in his house and in his 


own custody habitually, he exposes himself to rob- 
bery or theft; and that, whatever confidence he may 
place in the integrity of a clerk or cash-keeper of his 
own, money deposited in bank is much more secure- 
ly disposed of, and he acts accordingly, 
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And the history of the Treasury of the United 
States furnishes a great body of facts to the same 
point. In a Treasury report which I have before 
- spoken of, Mr. Woodbury elaborately argues, and 
conclusively proves, from the experience of the Gov- 
‘ emment, the superior safety of bank depositories over 
all others. Nay, in that document he covers the 

` whole question; for he says that individual agents 
will probably be found “less responsible, safe, con- 
venient, and economical.” As a specimen of the 
spirit and reasoning of that document, I give the fol- 
lowing extracts: 

“Tt is a singular fact, in praise of this description 

` of public debtors, the selected Banks, that there is 
not now due on deposites, from the whole of them 
which have ever stopped payment, from the estab- 
lishment of the Constitution to the present moment, 
` a sum much beyond what is now due to the United 
States from one mercantile firm that stopped pay- 
ment in 1825 or 1826, and of whom [which] ample 
security was required, and supposed to be taken, 
under the responsibility of an oath. If we include 
the whole present dues to the Government from 
discredited banks, at all iimes and of all kinds, 
whether as depositories or not, and embrace even 
counterfeit bills, and every other species of un- 
available funds in the Treasury, they will not ex- 
ceed what is due from two such firms.” eoo ora 
“ These circumstances, with the preference in case 
_ of failure belonging to depositors and holders of 
their bills over the stockholders, united with the se- 
` curity, if not priority, given to the Government, 
. render them, in point of safety, generally much su- 
perior to individual agents of the United States.” 

“It is gratifying to reflect that the credit given by 

the Government, whether to bank paper or bank 
agents, has been accompanied by smaller losses, in 
the experience under the system of State banks in 
this country at their worst period, and under their 
severest calamities, than any other kind of ‘credit 
the Government has ever given in relation to its 
: pecuniary transactions,” l 

_ „These paragraphs of Mr. Woodbury’s report con- 
_ tain statements of facts which it is impossible to 
contradict. Nor have these facts, so far as I know, 
ever since been denied, notwithstanding the change 
` m the policy of the Administration. It is true, a 
ry document has come ‘in this session, which 
` is calculated, on a hasty inspection. to mislead the 
` mind intn anma eonclusivus adverse to those of the 
Secretary's old report; but which, more carefully 
Net)” confirms it in all its parts—(Ex. Doc. 
~ No. 10. k Ex í 
© This document comprises a table of the amount 
_ of Joss to the Government in successive periods by 
` fhe non-payment of custom-house bonds; and this 
it is abvious has nothing to do with the present 
_ question, which is a question, not of ‘debt, but of 
breach of trust on the part of the agents of the Gov- 


* emment, 


Another table in the same document gives the 
_ losses by deposite banks as follows: 


Losses by depo- | 


Year. | Year. Losses by depo- 
site banks. ! site banks. 
From 1789 to` None appearing | 1825 $130,244 
1812, inci’ve.! on the books. f 1em -| None left unpaid. 
i J a 
| 1828 
[= 
1313 1929 | None. 
1814 1 1830 Noue. 
1815 j 1831 -$17,520 
1816 i 1832 None. 
anaa oee | ey See 
1817 027 1833 None. 
1818 ‘None left unpaid:|; ` 1834 $9,415 | 
1819 | 36, i 1835 None. 
1&0 {Noneleft unpaid); 1836 None. 
| cer : 
| | 
1821 $327,530 i 
1922 34,398 Tofal from 1789 to 
1823 56,929 1836, inclusive, $994,722 
1624 | 204,693 |: 
{. 


That is to say, the whole sum which the Treasury 
has lost by deposite banks, from the beginning of 


48 


the Government to 1837, is but about two-thirds of 


‘what has been lost under this Administration by a 


single collector of the customs in New York. The 
same table undertakes to give an estimate of the 
amount the Government lost, chiefly during the last 
war with Great Britain, by the receipt of bank 
paper; but that question belongs to another branch 
of the subject. 

The same document contains a table of the loss 
of the Government by disbursing officers, and a table 
of loss by collecting officers, in each case from 1789 
to 1836, inclusive, which present the following re- 
sults : 

1. Disbursing Officers. 


Aggregate amount of loss in civil 


department - - - $898,023 59 
Aggregate amount of loss in military 
and naval : > - 4,058,549 97 


eS 


4,956,573 56 


Number of defaulters, civil depart- 


ment - - - 244 
Number of defaulters, military and 

naval = - - - 2,516 

2,760 

Loss per head, civil department - $3,680 

Loss per head, military and naval - 1,613 

1,795 


2. Collecting Officers. 
Aggregate amount of loss by collec- 
tors of the customs - - $1,198,979 91 
Aggregate amount of loss by collec- 
tors of internal revenue and direct 


tax ; - = 442,265 76 
Aggregate amount of loss by re- __ 
ceivers of sales of lands - - 397,804 14 


2,038,549 81 


Number of defaulters in the custom- 
house - - - 
Number of defaulters in the 
revenue, &c, -= - > 
Number of defaulters in the public 
land reeéipts - i 


internal 


sm inan na ae Lie mn 


Loss per head among collectors of 
the customs - - - 
Loss per head among collectors of 
internal revenue, &e.- - 
‘Loss per head among receivers of 
- public lands - - - 


Be it observed, that these tables do not include 
the large defalcations which have occurred or come 


to light under the administration or Mr. Van Buren. . 


‘And yet here we have seven millions of loss by de- 
faulting Government agents, to contrast with less 
than one million of loss in the same period by de- 
posite banks; those defalcations occurring in every 


branch of the public service, but being especially, 


large in the disbursements of the. army and navy. 


And this document, therefore, the latest on tho sub-. 


ject, completely substantiates the statements made 
by Mr. Woodbury in his former report, and confirms, 
in the most striking manner, the conclusions to 
which I had arrived by general argument in proving, 
by the actual experience of the Government, the su- 


„perior safety of banks over individuals as the fiscal, 


agents of the Treasury. 


Without enlarging to enforce this argument fur- 
ther, (though I might adduce a multitude of other 
facts from the experience of the Government to the 
same point,) I proceed to another fiscal question— 
and that is, the probable expense to the Government 
of this experiment of an Independent Treasury, 


I call the attention of the House to the fact, that, 
though this bill makes the necessary appropriations 
for carrying the new system of deposite for the pub- 
lic moneys into effect, yet it is impossible to judge, 
from any thing expressed in the bill, what precise 
amount of appropriation it may require. We see, ` 
on the face of it, the creation of sundry new officers 
with large salaries; but we do not know, nor can 
we, in this early stage of the experiment, how many 
additional officers it may call for. One thing I ven- 
ture to predict—that it will prove impossible to con- 
duct all the machinery of the new system without 
the appointment of many additional officers not 
mentioned in the bill; and that a host of new clerks 
and special agents will follow in the train of the re- 
ceivers general, and of the important duties here im- 
posed upon the treasurers of the several mints and 
collectors of the customs, as well as upon the supe- 
rior officers of the Treasury. What appointments 
are here set down in so many words, are but the en- 
tering wedge to others. And so it is with the new 
sub-treasuries to be constructed, and the safes and 
vaults in the various existing public edifices which 
are to be used as sub-treasuries. The bill itself 
makes a specific appropriation for the purchase of 
sites and the construction of new buildings at cer- 
tain points. Does anybody imagine that the ex- 
pense is to end here? We know it will not. Every 
day’s experience shows that the course is to ask in 
the outset for barely money enough to lay the foun- 
dations of a building, and then to call for more and 
more yearly, to continue and complete the work. 
Thus it has been with the great freestone, marble, 
and granite palaces which are now in the course of 
construction here and elsewhere, to be used in part 
as places of deposite for the public money, and one 
of which is by this bill declared to'be the Treasury 
of the United States. These magnificent edifices, 
these temples to Mammon, these shrines of the gold- 
God Plutus, whose worship it seems to: be one of 
the special objects of the Treasury to advance, are 
to be essential parts of the new fiscal plan. How 
much, I say, all this is to cost, we are nowhere tald ; 
and the bill disguises all this in a sweeping clause, 


| placing the Treasury at the unlimited discretion of 


the President for the expenditure of whatever money, 
more or less, he may choose to apply to the execu- 
tion of his darling experiment, Al this undisclosed 
and unknown expense is to be incurred to obtain 
new places of deposite and deposite agencies, instead 
of those which have heretofore cost the Government 


nothing. byt 
Another fiseal ‘consideration is the comparative 
convenience: of the. new plan; for Mr. Woodbury, 


-J| im his last: annuabreport, relies much on the alleged 
1! convetiience ‘of the planto the Government, — 


This atleged~ convenience consists, in the first 
place, of the pretended facilities of transferring ita 
funds from the place of receipt to the place of expen- 
diture. I deny that the system affords any such fa- 
cilities. On the contrary, unless the Government 
has as many sub-treasuries scattered all over. the 
country as there are banks in the several States, the 

_latter will continue to be, as they always have been, 
the most convenient ‘channdls':for the transfer of 
credits from place to place by the negotiation of drafts. 
In this matter, as in that of deposites, every man’s 
experience and conduct in his own affairs contradicts 
the theory of the Secrctary of the Treasury. 

In addition to this pretended advantage of the 
plan, much has been said, at all times, of the incon- 
venience of having the Government subject to be 
deprived of the use ofits funds by the failure of de- 
‘posite banks, or the suspension of cash payments on 
their part, or the furids being discounted on by these 
banks, and šo not capable of being repaid at a mo- 
‘ment’s warning ; and the experience of the year 1837 
is referred to in support of this view of the subject 


| To which it is obvious to reply,in the first place, that 


no such’ difficulty ever occurred under the fiscal 
agency of either of<the two Banks of the United 
States; in the second place, that individuals are 
much more likely to fail, or to withhold the public 


: funds in their hands, than the’banks of the States, as 


Thave already demonstrated by Treasury documents ; 
and, finally, that sö far as it may be the object of the 
Government to guard against any possible inconve. 
nience from this source, by reason of the money he, 
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it shal] not be discounted on, or otherwise used, by 
bank agents, as by individual agents; and as easy to 
secure the observance of the prohibition by penal 
provisions in one case as in the other. 

And upon this branch of the question the conclu- 
sion seems to me irresistible—that, in a mere fiscal 
point of view, looking only to the naked, narrow 
consideration of what kind of deposite agency is best 
for the Government as a Government, the new plan 
is lose safe, less economical, and less convenient for 
the Treasury, than the old one, which a half century’s 
experience has sanctioned and approved. 

What may be the operation of the new plan upon 
the resources of the Treasury is a different, but a 
very important fiscal question. If, as I shall en- 
deavor to prove in discussing other branches of the 
question, the effect of the financial policy of the Ad- 
ministration, considered in all its parts, should be to 
eripple commerce and check production, will it not, 
in reducing the business of the country, reduce in 
the same proportion the resources of the Treasury ? 
And if the immediate resources of the Treasury be 
reduced, what is the remedy to be? Either you 
must impose additional taxes by augmenting the 
rates of duty in the tariff, or you must borrow money 

` to meet the daily wants of the Government. This 
result is not mere speculation. It has been reached 
already ; for already the Government is in debt, I 
know that, in the debates in this House upon the 
Treasury Note Bill, the friends of the Administration 
denied that those notes constitute a debt. But in 
the Senate this point was given up. And it had 
long before been given up at the Treasury ; for, in 
the various tables of the public expenditures which 
have recently come to Congress from the Treasury 
Department, the Treasury notes are expressly treated 
as a public debt, and classed in the same column with 
the old funded debt. This is the only common-sense 
view of the subject. Already, therefore, the financial 
policy of the Administration has acted seriously on 
` our fiscal resources, foreshadowing to us the greater 
evil of the same kind to come, either of a new debt 
or new taxes, to supply the necessities of the Treas 


But the Secretary of the Treasury, notwithstand 
ing all these considerations against the employmen 
of individual Government agents as the depositories 
of the Treasury—in the face of all the adverse expe- 
rience of the Government on the. subject, and of his 
own express and emphatic declarations of his own 
conviction in favor of bank deposi 
all this, the Sécretary, in that same sentence in 
which he covertly seeks to screen the new scheme 


by throwing over it the mantle of that federalist of 


federalists, Alexander Hamilton—monarchist,I be- 
lieve, some gentlemen call him—in the same sen- 
tence the Secretary of the Treasury claims approba- 
tion for the scheme, because it is actually practised 
by some of the monarchies of Europe. His words 
are. “In the manner which is now in very success- 
Sul practice in some of the most enlightened and 
opulent Governments of Europe, and as was ur- 
gently recommended by this Department as early as 
1790.” How much have we not heard this session 
concerning the federalism of the present Opposition, 
and the monarchiem of the old federalists! How 
much research and learning have been expended by 
the friends of the Administration on this controversy 
about names! And yet this Administration, which, 
by a vain dispute of words, would arrogate to itself 
the title of democratic, is thus found, in respect of 
thet only thing which constitutes its peculiar politi- 
cal creed, clothing itself in the cast-away garment of 
Alexander Hamilton, and citing the example of the 
monarchs of Europe to show how well the garment 
befits the Government of the United States. To af- 
ford the proof of which, the Senate, that natural and 
oper ally of Executive power against the people, 
kes in the last Congress as well as this, drawn from 
the Treasury Department two very curious and sig- 
nificant documents on the fiscal regulations of for- 
eign countries; and the Independent Treasury, with 
all its adjuncts, is gravely recommended to us by the 
example of the despotisms, parental or tyrannical, 
which control the chief part of continental Euro 
to my nothing of Turkey in Asia, and of Cuba! 


j papie that the history of other nations may 


sitories—in spite of 


i 


fact, a valuable idea, may be derived from them; 
and that it would be weak and narrow to refuse a 
useful invention or practice merely because it origi- 
nated in a foreign monarchy. In science, literature, 
and the useful arts, we may at all times learn much 
from the old states of Europe, But Iam jealous of 
all European examples in matters of government. 
In this respect, I would sooner look to Europe for 
things to shun than for things to imitate. Our in- 
stitutions, political and social, are totally different 
from theirs. Ours is a Government, not of new 
forms only, but of new principles also. In addition 
to this, our peculiar continental and territorial con- 
dition tends to separate our case still further from 
that of any European states. And I, having such 
Prepossessions, am not inclined to think any better 
of any plan of governmental policy, because of its 
being practised in Europe. But, as the Treasury 
Department has been at great pains to obtain, through 
our consulates and legations abroad, a large body of 
information on this subject, to justify its particular 
policy, I will, in all fairness, examine the facts to 
see how far they countenance the scheme of the 
President. 

Of the European states, some deposite in bank, 
and some do not. The examples, therefore, which 
this document affords, are both ways. On the first 
inspection of the document, there is one line of dis- 
tinction apparent in it, which immediately strikes the 
eye; and it is, that while European Governments, 
like Great Britain and France, which have some- 
thing of constitutional freedom in their institutions, 
which have elected legislative assemblies—Govern.. 
ments which are at the very top of the scale of mod- 
ern civilization—while Governments such as these 
deposite in bank, and receive bank paper, others, 
which have no representative assemblies, nay, some 
which are at the very bottom of the scale of civiliza- 
tion, and but one degree removed from absolute bar- 
barism, such as Turkey, do not. This general fact 
certainly does not tend to impress the mind very fa- 
vorably towards the plan of repudiating bank depos- 
itories. Though it may be premature to decide the 
question upon this single fact, yet certainly it is a 
fact pregnant with inference and meaning, 

On looking further, it will be found necessary to 
distinguish between the question—what shall be the 
Government depository, and what the medium o 
ceipts and payments on the part ofthe Government? 
For instance, not a few Governments in Europe, 
especially the heavily indebted ones, make large is- 
sues of Government paper, which performs many 
of the offices of money, and in some cases is an ex- 
press substitute for bank paper. Prussia and Sax- 
ony are examples of this. In the case of such Gov- 
ernments, it is a secondary question where they 
deposite the paper received for public dues, that 
paper being Government paper. And their exam- 
ple has no application to us, unless it is our inten- 
tion also to be overwhelmed with public debt, to 
continue to anticipate our revenue, and to make 
large issues of Government paper money. 

Nor is the place of deposite a matter of much 
consequence in this relation, if the receipts and pay- 
ments of the Treasury be made in the same medium, 
and that medium be either Government paper or 
bank paper. The Government may, if it choose, 
lock up the notes of a bank in its vaults forever ; that 
does no injury to the bank, but the contrary. There- 
fore the case of Governments which, though they 
make use of Government agents as depositories, yet 
receive and pay bank paper, such as Austria, Den- 
mark, and Belgium, goes but little way towards sus- 
taining the views of the Administration, 

In this document we have, beside the great mon- 
archies of Europe, information concerning little 
states like the cities of Hamburg and Bremen, which 
are of no application; because a particular system 
might answer well enough in the narrow limits of a 
single insignificant city, and yet be very unfit for a 
great country like ours. 

Nor can we derive any instruction from the South 
American republics, whose practiee is detailed in 
this document; for some of them receive bank pa- 
per, some of them specie, and others Government 
paper; their financial condition being, in general, 


like that of the United States in the days of the Con- 


no sort of use as a guide to the United States at the 
present conjuncture. 

And the Administration, not content with send. 
ing us to Turkey to learn how a free people should 
be governed, lays before us the examples of the 
European colonies in America, such as Halifax, 
Jamaica, and Cuba. Truly a profitable study for 
the people of the United States! And yet the case 
of Cuba—not a Government, not an independent 
state, but the mere dependency of Spain, without in- 
stitutions of any sort, with scarce the common bene- 
fit of decent roads or any thing else to indicate ma- 
terial prosperity—a solitary Spanish island under 
the delegated despo:ism of Spani-h Captains-Gene- 
ral and Spanish garrisons—this case, so monstrous- 
ly unapposite to that of the Un ted States, has been 
much dwelt upon by the advocates of the Admin- 
istration, as countenancing thrir scheme of a Gov- 
ernment currency and Government sub-treasurers, 

If any citizen of the United States wishes to see 
this country reduced to the terntorial dimensions or 
the social or political condition of Cuba, I shall not 
contend with him; he`is quite welcome to enjoy his 
opinions on that head unmolested. Leaving that 
question, therefore, to others, it is sufficient for me 
to say that, so long as the United States consist of 
a confederation of States covering a continent—so 
long as the United States are an independent Repub- 
lic—so long as the citizens of the several States are 
freemen, having rights of their own, and a country of 
their own to be governed for itself—so long the ex- 
ample of the political system of Cuba will be the 
very last deserving to be quoted for the imitation of 
the United States. I like that of Turkey or of the 
Barbary States better; for these at least are Govern. 
ments, not dependent colonies ; and if their ruler be 
a despot, and they grow weary of him, they have at 
worst the constitutional check of the dagger, by 
which they may rid themselves of one tyrant, and 
try the experiment of another. Not so with a little 
colony such as Cuba, garrisoned by a foreign army, 
and ruled by a foreign viceroy. 

But they who quote upon us the hard-money 
currency of Cuba think nothing, it would seem, of 
political, social, or moral questions; they look to 
the single fact that Cuba produces a large quantity 
of sugar for exportation ; and that is evidence, un- 
dauhtedly, of a certain degree of material prosperity. 
Whether tmar prowpacity would not be greater under 
other circumstances—whether thé tomom 


dependent colony, forced labor, and specie currency, 
does in truth present the beau ideal of Political, so- 
cial, and financial perfectibility—is a question which 
it would be interesting to discuss. 

But I shall content myself, at present, with deny- 
ing the premises of the argument. Cuba does not, 
in fact, possess a stable currency of intrinsic specie 
value. Nor does the specie currency which the 
island has, such as it is, constitute the chief medium 
of purchase and. sale for her exports and imports. 
According to the best information which I can ob- 


.tain, the facts in this matter areas follows: Of coin- 
ed currency in Cuba, the chief is the Spanish gold ° 


onza, or doubloon, and its parts. This coin is 
properly, and according to its original rated value, 
equal to sixteen Spanish dollars; and the doubloons 
of recent coinage in independent South America 
pass for no more in Cuba, though of abont the same 
intrinsic value as the old one, which, by Govern- 
ment order, passes for seventeen Spanish dollars of 
artificial or forced value. Of course, the old Span- 
ish doubloon isa mere piece of merchandise out of 
Cuba ; and whenever that coin reaches the United 
States, in the course of our trade with the West In- 
dies or with South America, it goes at once to.the 
broker to be sold ata premium for the artificial de- 
mands of Cuba. So much for the gold currency of 
Cuba, Nor is the silver currency any better. This 
consists, not of Spanish dollars, nor of smaller silver 
coins at their intrinsic value; for such coins will 
not stay in the island along with doubloons rated at 
seventeen dollars, and there is no pillared money in 
circulation, but the silver currency is what is called 
in the United States headed pistareens, worth only 
twenty cents, but passed in Cuba for twenty-five 
cents. And many of these coins are, moreover, 


grossly adulterated, Thus, very recently, a large 
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amount of Isabella headed pistareens, greatly adul- 
terated, were sent from Spain to be circulated in 
Cube. That is to say, though Cuba has no bank 
paper currency, but a specie currency instead, that 
currency has neither a stable nor a true intrinsic 
value. Add to which, that specie is the currency in 


everybody knows, are purchased, not with doubloons 
nor with pistareens, but with bills on England, 


\ 
i 


- Britain? 


drawn either upon previous credits or upon the con- _ 


signment of the cargo. Do the people of the Uni- 
ted States want to be blessed, then, with such a 
blessful currency of overrated gold and silver as that 
of Cuba? Impossible. 

There is one European Government which, 
though not mentioned in this document, is relied 
upon very much in argument by the friends of the 
Administration—and that is Holland ; and it is, I be- 
lieve, the only independent state of whose example 
they do say much. That Government, we are told, 
collects its revenue in specie, and keeps it in the 


not tho regulation or reform of them. If it were 

the latter, we should have little cause of difference. 
Once more: if the Administration must needs 

have the benefit of some royal example to justify its 


| policy—if it must go tothe old monarchies of Eu- 


‘ ‘| rope to learn how to conduct the fiscal affairs of the 
small dealings only. Cargoes of sugar in Cuba, as || r ACO ath 


Government—why does it overlook our fatherland, 
There is a Government which, differing 
as it does from us in its political and social organize- 
tion and in territorial position—differing from us as 
all the monarchies of the Old World do—there is at 
least one royal Government which, in its chartered 
rights, its time-honored Parliament, its intellectual 
greatness, its trial by jury, its habeas corpus act, its 


_ advancement in commerce, arts, and power, its 


kindred blood, its municipal law almost identically 


i our own—an American may regard with somewhat ; 


hands of its own individual agents. If it be so—if - 


(which I do not believe) the public treasure is con- 
tinually transported to and fro, from: Amsterdam or 


- commercial and colonial aggrandizement. 


Rotterdam to the Hague, or kept locked up in vaults, . 


the example proves nothing to us: for a fiscal ma- 
chinery which works well in a small kingdom like 
Holland, equal in territory only to the smaller among 
the States of this Union, and an old country, where 
money capital is in excess, and every thing else want- 
ing, may be very inadequate, insufficient, and inju- 
rious for a republic, so extensive in territory and so 
various in wants and resources as the United States. 
It costs but a few hours of time, and but little mo- 
ney, to convey specie from Amsterdam or Rotter- 
dam to the Hague. It would take as many weeks 


` ing her manufactures and her commerce into every ; 
corner of the earth, and making conquests in every : 


to make the same transfers from onc extremity of . 


the United States to the other. The example, there- 
fore, seems to me to have no weight, even conceding 
the premises assumed. 

But the commercial business of Holland is not 
done in specie. Amsterdam has its bank. Private 


of partial interest, so far as he can entertain such a 
feeling for any thing European, Men are prone to 


impute to me a sentiment of hostility towards Eng- | 


land. Not so. I respect her power; and the very 


reasons that cause me to respect her power, make | 


me to dread her ambition, and to be jealous of her 
From a 
small insular state, England has gradually risen to a 
greatness of power beyond that either of the old As- 
syrian, Persian, Greek, or Roman empires. 
the narrow surface of the British islands, at once a 
workshop and a fortress, England has collected and 
concentrated those extraordinary means of power, 
whatever they may be, which have enabled her to 
extend her dominion over the habitable earth, push- 


clime, combining at once the territorial strength of 


Rome and the maritime strength of Carthage with | 
“the ambition of both, until she numbers a hundred 


and fifty millions of subjects, and is be ome the 


- Queen, not of Europe only, but of Asia, and, but for 
- us, of America too. She may now repeat the boast, 


: which old Spa’n was once so proud to utter—thatin | 


bankers abound, and a paper currency, in the form | 


of orders or checks, is used in the internal commer- 
cial de, lings of the great cities, 

And if it were otherwise, to what Holland is it 
that gentlemen refer us? Is it that Holland from 


which the ancestors of a part of the people of the | 


United States came, and to which their descendants 
in New York may look back with just and honest 

ide? Is it Holland in the days of her commercial 
and political glory—that Holland which repelled the 
armies of Spain, which carried her conquests into 
the East and West Indies, which covered every sea 


with her ships, and which made the whole world | 
tributary as it were to the little spot of earth extort- | 
ed by its industrious, frugal, and hardy people from : 
Is it that Holland which defied |; 


the Ocean itself? 
the power of Louis XIV, and contended on equal 
terms with Great Britain ? 


land of the days of the Republic, and of the old 
Bank of Amsterdam? 


Stadtholder family with which De Witt and Barne- 
velt struggled; Holland, become at last the mere 


panage of the house of Nassau: this is the Hol- | 


‘land to which the Administration points us, as one 
more of the European royal models for the United 
States to copy. 


If the Administration must have royal models for ; 
imitation, why dves it overlook the case of France, | 


which not only receives bank paper, but makes de- 
posites in the Bank of France? If we are to copy 
monarchies, let us copy great and liberal ones. 


“France has none of this blind hostility against either | 


a bask cf France or joint-stock banks; and is not 
her example as good as that of Holland? I may be 
told that in France the bank notes issued by the 
bank and received by the Government are not of de- 
nominations so small as the banks of this country 
issue ; and that accordingly France has more specie 
in circulation than the United States; but that is a 
question of degree, not of principle. What gentle- 


men propose in this bill is the proscription of banks, . 


7 


Holland of the days of : 
De Ruyter, and of Van Tromp, sweeping the Eng- i 
lish channel with the broom at his masthead? Hel- . 


her dominions the sun never sets; and of her, 
the saying of Mr. Wexzsren i: as true as it is beau- 
tiful—that the beat of the morning drum in her gar- 


. risonis follows the dawn of day circling around the 


Sceing all this visible manifestation of the 
of England, I cannot but watch and dread 
it; but I must of necessity respect it. And if I seek 
to know how opulence and greatness are to be achi 
ed; Feannet -shh rer e peculiar commer- 
cial instruments and ‘he peculiar fiscal agents which 


globe. 


On ; 


; Treasury notes for the first time. 


the Treasury document concerning the usages of 
foreign States gives us light; for it shows us how 
many of the foreign Governments which employ 
individual agents exclusively in the safe-keeping of 
their public treasure are paper-money Governments. 
Prussia, Saxony, Mexico, as we have seen, and others, 
have their Government paper. But what need of 
foreign example? We have no occasion to go to 
Europe to see how this project of the Administration 
works. We have the evidence at home. Simulta- 
neously with the sub-Treasury scheme come up 
Treasury notes. . 

But it is said these Treasury notes are an old agent 
of the Treasury. They are so. Indeed, they differ 
in little but the name from the Continental bills of 
the Revolution. After that, we saw no more Govern- 
ment paper, until the period of the last war. Then, 
as a fruit of the necessities of that day, came these 
And then, also, 
they came after the expiration of the charter of the 
first United States Bank. Mark that coincidence. 
But though the Treasury notes of 1815, like those 
of 1837, did not essentially differ from the Conti- 
nental bills of credit, yet the Treasury notes of 1837, 
and those since issued, are a less disguised Govern- 
ment paper money than the Treasury notes of 1815. 
Not only were the latter issued as a measure of ne- 
cessity to meet the war expenditures, but they were 
issued to be funded, and as a part of the funded debt 
of the United States. But the Treasury notes of 
1837 stand upon their own bottom ; they are not a 
mere evidence of funded debt ; they are the original 
debt itself; and they have been issued—some millions 
of them, at least—at a nominal interest, for the vary 
object of giving them the capacity to circulate as a 
currency. Whatis the inference? I know that it 


; is not always easy to distinguish what is mere. con- 


i: tiguity of place and contemporaneity of time from 
: what is really cause and effect. 


I cannot help think- 


i! ing, however, that, in this case, sub-Treasury is the 


England has.-employed as the means (among other | 


things) of aiding ‘her-in the prosecution of. her. ex- 
traordimary career. as a nation. I should presume, 
at least, that the industrial and fiscal machinery, the 
instrumentality of which she had employed in the 


‘attainment of such wonderful wealth and power, 
|; must be better than that of Turkey, always barba- 


i! rous, and now half ruined, or of Holland and Spain, 


which have been losing colonial empires faster than 
England gains them. And yet it is the fiscal ma- 
chinery of the former “opulent and enlightened 


|! Governments of Europe,” and not the latter, which 
No: it is not that Holland ., 


to which the friends of the Administration send us; ; 
but Holland, shorn of her splendor and her power; | 
Holland iu her decay ; Holland at the feet of that || 


the President calls on us to admire and to imitate! 
Thus far, I have considered chiefly the fiscal ques- 
tion of an Independent Treasury ; and I come now 
to the fiscal question of an Independent Govern- 
ment currency. Indeed, I have incidentally refer- 
red to this, in discussing the practice of other Gov- 
ernments. What, then, (as a fiscal, not a political 
question,) ought the Treasury to receive and pay 
out ? 
and commercial paper, such as the.community at 


‘Jarge, and the several States, employ in their receipts 


and payments 7 
. The Administration talks to us of the enormities 
of the United States Bank, and the mischief done by 


the banks of the several States ; and then exhorts us | 


not only to dispense with their agency as deposito- 
ries, but to prosciibe their paper. And here again 
it points usto the exampleof foreign countries. Let 
us look at this. 

Suppose you had the will and the power to crush 
all the present banks. 
banking? No; for though you should have no bank 


corporations, you would have bank princes instead, 


like the Rothschilds and the Barings. But would 


Specie only: or Government paper; or bank | 


Woild that put an end to | 


you rid yourself of paper money ? No Here again 


cause, and Treasury notes arc the effect. For, as I 
observed in discussing the Treasury note bill of 
this session, every Government must and will have 
some kind of intermediary between its debtor and 
itself, and itsclf and its creditor. No Government, 
in its senses, will voluntarily subject itself to the risk 
and trouble of transferring its funds all the time with 


. a military escort from remote provinces to the capital 


——# arkes, as the Treasury 
Department itself tells us, is willing enough to enjoy 
the aid of Greek and Armenian bankers in the per- 


: formance of this-operation. . 


fi 


2 Indeed, in the discussions on the Treasury note 


bill, it might be seen that the advocates of the sub- 
Treasury scheme disagree on this point—some of 
them adhering rigorously to the idea of using specie 
alone in the dealings of the Government, and exclud- 
ing not only bank paper, but even Government paper. 
Such seems to be the idea of one of the distinguish- 


-ed advocates of this measure, (Mr. Benron,) who 


has urged it on with so much zeal, industry, and 
perseverance. Others, with a keener perception of 
what the Treasury needs, have seen that Treasury 
notes, or some other forms of Government paper, if 
not necessary, were at least very convenient in the 
fiscal operations of the Government. When a Go- 
vernment is in debt, when it has occasion to antici- 
pate its revenues, either bank paper or Government 


| paper is indispensable, as all the European examples 


` But was this truly a loss by bank paper ? 


show ; and sometimes both are found to be conveni- 
ent, as in the case of England, which uses exche- 
quer bills, as well as Bank of England notes. And, 
if we are to have no bank paper of any. sort, I should 
hesitate to- say that Government paper is not better 
than none at all, so far as regards the fiscal conveni- 
ence of the Treasury. eos 
But much has been said; by the Administration 
and its friends, of the losses which the Government 
has suffered by the receipt of bank paper. No-part 
of this logs, be it observed, has been incurred by the 
paper of either of the two United States Banks. On 
the contrary, it occurred in the period of time be- 
tween the two banks, and by the receipt of the paper 
of State banks. The amount so lost is estimated b 
the Treasury Department at five and a half P Tones 
t is the 


| depreciation on the paper of the suspended banks, 
received at the Treasury during the jast war with 


a4 
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Great Britain. If a loss, it was a war loss, and a 
war necessity. But was it a loss by banks? Notat 
all. The Government needed something with which 
to pay its sailors and troops, to build and arm its 
ships, and to buy its munitions of war and mouth ; 
and it was glad to take whatever it could get—bank 
paper, or any thing else, with which it could meet 
the calls on the Treasury. The pretended loss by 
hank paper at that period is no more justly imputa- 
ble to the banks, than the loss on its own paper is. 
Both were war losses, necessarily incident to the 
exigencies of the Government. 

Finally, so far as regards the fiscal operations of 
the Treasury, the practical fact, I apprehend, will be 
this: A portion of the receipts at the Treasury will 
be in specie, which will go into the vaults and the 
custody of the Treasurer and his deputies, and will 
lie there a burden rather than a convenience to the 
Treasury, or must be transferred to and fro at much 
cost and risk. But very many of the payments will 
be made as they now are, by a check, or (which is 
the same thing) an order on a bank or a broker for 
the money. A piece of paper will more or less in- 
tervene. The course of things in those countries 
where the entrepot system prevails illustrates my idea. 
The importer places his goods in the public store, 
and when he sells he makes the transfer by an order 
on the storekeeper, or by assignment of the store- 
keeper’s certificate of storage. Will not some such 
practice grow upat New York and elsewhere, in tha 
payment of duties in specie? And what will the 
'Freasury gain, in point of convenience, by the opera- 
tion? Nothing, Itis but the substitution of the 
agency of brokers for that of bankers, or of individ- 
ual bankers in the place of bank corporations, as in 
Europe, without advantage of any sort to the Govern- 
ment, - 

But the fiscal question, which I have been discus- 
sing hitherto, is a question of mere expediency or 
Treasury convenience. Is a sub-treasurer or a bank 
the safer or better depository of the public funds ? 
Is bank paper unsafe, or otherwise unfit as a medium 
of receipts and payments at the Treasury? And, 
though the answer to these questions may be adverse 
to the views of the Administration, yet there may be 
other considerations—great reasons of state—which 
dictate the adoption of a particular policy, notwith- 

` standing its cost, hazard, or mere inconvenience to 
the Treasury. And this branch of the subject I 
next to discuss. 

‘What are those great reasons of state, then, which, 
notwithstanding that the new financial system, con- 
sidered as a fiscal agent merely, devolves more ex- 
pense, trouble, and hazard of loss on the Treasury 
than the old one, yet call for the adoption of the 
former by Congress? What are the elements of the 
political, as distinguished from the fiscal question, 
involved in the new scheme of policy ? 

As a political question, this matter regards the 

er and patronage of the Federal Government ; 
its relation to banks; to bank paper and the curren- 
cy generally ; and to the commerce, agriculture, and 
productive industry of the nation, as affected by the 
fiscal action of the Government. It is this part of 
the subject which chiefly concerns the people of the 
United States at large, and which is the more fre- 
quently insisted, on, as a topic of popular discussion, 
alike by the friends and the opponents of the Ad- 
ministration ; and it is entitled, therefore, to careful 
attention at this time. 

It is obvious that, if the bill pass, it will immedi- 
ately place additional patronage in the hands of the 
Executive, because it provides for the creation of 
new and most important and lucrative offices. It 
will augment the vast army of office-holders, which 
the Executive already commands, 

It is equally obvious, upon the declarations of 
the Secretary of the Treasury himself, and the 
proofs exhibited by him, that it will enlarge im- 
mensely the field of peculation, out of which the 
individual agents of the Government have hereto- 
fore reaped so rich a harvest; or, in the language of 
the Globe, it will expose the public treasure to be 
plundered by a hundred hands, where one cannot 
reach it now. 2 

Perhaps the scheme involves, on the face of it, 
fess of that indirect Government influence which 


the Administration was able to exert in 1934 pnd |l 
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1835, by converting the system of the affiliated pet 
banks into an instrument of party, through appeals 
to the cupidity of directors, stockholders, and bor- 
rowers. 

But, on the other hand, the Independent Treasury 
itself has many of the functions of a bank, and so 
far forth all the power and influence of one. 

In the first place, it holds deposites, to the amount 
of some millions always, of the public treasure ; and 
in that respect it performs the functions of a bank, 
precisely in the same way, and precisely to the 
same extent, as the United States Bank, or the 
depository State banks, when they were the agents 
of the Treasury. Whatever amount of public mon- 
ey they held under the old system, the same amount 
will the sub-treasurers hold under the new one. 
The power conferred by these deposites will be 
great at all times, in proportion to the amount so 
held in deposite. Even as at present, with a rev- 
enue unequal to the public expenditure, the Presi- 
dent concedes it will be five millions. What will it 
be in case of a surplus revenue ? 

Not only does the scheme possess the deposite 


i functions of a bank, but it has paper issues also. 
i I have shown already that, simultaneously with the 
| sub-Treasury scheme, Treasury notes made their 


appearance, having many of the qualities and uses 


| ofa currency, arising as well from their form as from 
i their receivability at the Treasury in payment of 


debts and duties to the Government. I have also 
shown that, of necessity, paper of some sort must 
pass between the Government and its debtors or 
creditors, and, if not bank paper, then some form of 
Government paper. And this bill admits the fact 
on the face of it. Inthe 10th section, itis provided: 

“ And for the purpose of payments on the public 
account, it shall be lawful for the Treasurer of the 
United States to draw upon any of the said depo- 
sitaries, as he may think most conducive to the 
public interests, or to the convenience of the public 
creditors, or both.” 

Here is a paper currency, to a certain amount, 
more or less. Thel6th section enacts: 

« That all marshals, district attorneys, and others, 
having public money to pay to the United States, 
and all patentees, wishing to make payment fo 
patents to be issued, may pay all sich moneys to 
the Treasurer of the United States, at the Treasury, 
to the Treasurer of either of the Mints in Philadel- 
phia or New Orleans, to either of the Receivers-gen- 
eral of public money, or to such other depositary 
constituted by this act as shall be designated by the 
Secretary of the Treasury in other parts of the 
United States to receive such payments, and give 
receipts or certificates of deposite therefor.” 

May not these receipts or certificates of deposite 
be used in some way as a currency or medium of 
exchange? To be sure, the bill requires all “ dis- 
bursing officers or other agents of the Government” 
(section 21st) to pay out what they receive, and 
forbids their exchanging Government drafts for any 
thing but gold or silver ; but this restriction applies 
to Government officers only, not to citizens who 
are creditors of the Treasury, as contractors and 
others. If I contract to do work for the Govern- 
ment, or to supply provisions or any thing else to 
the army or navy, though: the Government pay me 
in a Treasury draft, it cannot prevent my passing 
that draft to a bank or to an individual in payment 
of a debt I owe, or selling it at a premium, and pay- 
ing my creditor in any thinghe may be willing to 
receive. And the bill (section 23d) also requires 
the Secretary of the Treasury “to guard as far as 
may be” against his “ drafts being used or thrown 
into circulation as a paper currency or medium of 
exchange.” But everybody knows that this pro- 
hibition is words only. The drafts can and will be 
used in exchange; and the Treasury cannot, if it 
would, prevent this. So that the Independent 
Treasury has, to a certain extent, and according to 
the amount of its dealings, the currency functions 
as well as the deposite functions of the United 
States Bank. 

This Government paper, ır all banks are to be 
done away with, will undoubtedly be so far forth a 
commercial convenience; but, if banks remain, it 


will be a mere engine of power in the hands of the - 


Treasury, And it is by the issue of its own pape 
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or of specie, and the refusal to receive bank paper, 
that the Treasury Department is to exercise influ- 
ence over the banks and currency of the Union. If 
the Independent Treasury enables the Department 
to exercise any influence over the banks and curren- 
cy, especially if great influence, then it adds in the 
same degree to the power of the Federal Govern- 
ment. If it has power “to unbank the banks,” as 
it has been said—nay, if it has but power to restrict 
and limit their loans and issues, and to reduce their 
circulation, then is it a tremendous engine of Fed- 
eral power, as against the States and their institu- 
tions. And if it be powerful for any assumed good, 
it is equally susceptible of power for evil; for that 
is inherent in the very nature of all power. Or that 
assumed good may itself be a great evil, Which 
brings me to a broad question of the general policy 
of the measure ; to answer which, requires a deeper 
exploration of the subject, in the various details of 
its different parts. 

What is the professed object of the bill? To 
establish an independent Treasury. Independent 
of what? Of whom? Of banks? Is that all? 
No, it is a Treasury independent of the people. 
The separation from banks is but one branch of the 
operation. So far as regards the place of deposite 
for the public funds, it is, apparently, a separation 
from banks only. But that is a very small part of 
the scheme, though it is the staple of all the argu- 
ment on the subject, by which the Administration, 
appealing to the popular jealousy of banks, endea- 
vors to throw dust in the eyes of the people, and to 
cheat them of their liberties. But the Treasury is 
to be independent in things receivable and payable, 
independent of the people as well as the banks; it 
is to have an independent currency of Government 
paper or specie, while the people are to have some 
other currency, unless the general currency of the 
whole country is to be Government paper or specic. 

Will Government paper be the general currency 
of the country? Such apurpose is disavowed in the 
bill. And if it were otherwise, the paper issued by 
the Government, in its dealings, will obviously be 
insufficient in quantity for the commercial uses of 
the whole Union. So that cannot be the general 

pewancy of the people. 

‘Will specie tevoma the universal currency? No; 
the quantity in the United States ts wheityimeuicient 
to answer this purpose, even if it were practicable 
(which it is not) to employ specie for all the uses to 
which a paper currency is now applied. If drawn 
from abroad, by Government efforts, and against the 
current of trade, it disturbs the monetary operations, 
not of this country only, but of the rest of the world, 
as we saw in 1837, when the Bank of England, 
alarmed by the forced flow of specie to this country, 
adopted such violent measures to stop the stream, 
and thus contributed to produce the commercial com- 
motions of that period. And the events of that day 
show that, in proportion as you force the importation 
of specie into this country by Government efforts, 
you disturb the balance of trade, and occasion the 
most disastrous results. Nay, in proportion as our 
currency is exclusively a specie currency, in the 
same proportion does it become identified with foreign 
causes of uncertainty andchange. Everybody knows 
how much of sympathy between country and country, 
and especially between England and the United 
States, there now is in all the great operations of 
commerce; which has led to the saying that the 
barometer of our markets hangs up in the London 
Exchange. And, if we have but one and the same 
currency with them, whatever acts on them acts on 
us. Conscious of which, the last Administration, 
when it conceived this idea of a specie currency, and 
as a part of the scheme, had to adulterate our old coins, 
and to reduce the fineness of the coinage by greater 
alloy, so as to keep the coins at home: a fact which 
illustrates my idea, that, if you exclude from circula- 
tion all paper of our own, and render our currency 
wholly metallic, the effect will be to identify still 
more all our monetary transactions with those of 
Europe. At any rate, I take it for granted that the 


"quantity of gold and silver now in the United States 


is altogether inadequate for the extended business 
relations and the diversified interests of such a 


country. l 
To be sure, if it were in the power of the Federal 
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Government to crush all the banks of the States, 
and to exclude from circulation as well their bills 
and notes as those of individuals—-if it were in the 

wer of the Government to reduce the country and 
all its business and property to the condition which 
a limited amount of currency of specie alone would 
imply—that would be a very definite and intelligi- 
ble object, namely : reversing the natural order of 
things, and restricting the business to the currency, 
instead of providing a currency for the business. Is 
that intended? Are we to have a pure specie cur- 
rency only? Are weto repudiate all credit in trade ? 
To reject the advantages of civilization ? To return 
to the days of barbarism? For I hold it as certain 
that commercial credit, with the co-operation of paper, 


in the form of bills and notes, as the representative | 


of money or other property, is one of the results of | 


civilization ; that by this, and this only, in the present . 


state of the world, can the complicated and wide- 
spread affairs of commerce be prosperously conducted ; 
and that a paper medium of exchange is one of the 
indices. of legal stability and of well-ordered freedom 
in the relations of society and of business. On the 
other hand, in astate of barbarism, where every thing 
is insecure, where man distrusts man, and Govern- 
ment and its subjects alike distrust each other,— 
there is the proper state for a pure specie currency ; 
for he who sells, will sell for nothing but what is 
immediate and tangible; and he who accumulates, 


will accumulate only that which is material, and so | 


not subject to the chances of legal and social vicissi- 
tudes. Thus it is, that, in some parts of Asia, the 
rich man invests his wealth in diamonds and other 
gems, which he may conceal from the rapacity of 
his fellow-men and of his Government, because he. 
can trust nobody. Is this what the Administration 
or its friends desire for the United States? I cannot 
believe it. I the rather imagine that those persons 


who reason in this sense, and who labor to this end, : 
are actuated by a sort of-monomania, and are be- | 


wildered by strong mental delusion. 


It is conceded, however, by the President, and by i 


the more rational of his friends, that an exclusive 
specie currency is impossible if it were desirable, 
and undesirable if it were possible. There is to 
continue to be, as now, a mixed currency of specie 
and of paper; and the people are to have, not specie 
only, nor Government paper only, but something 
else. i 

But if the Government are to have Government 
peper and specie only, and the people something 
else, then is the Gevernment independent of the 
people, as I have baid from the outset—not-in its 
"Freasury only, but in its-eurrency also; and that 
as a permanent system of policy. 


And what is the assumed relation between the- 


two currencies? Why, that specie, the superior 
currency, is to be for the Government ; and that the 
inferior currency of bank paper, drafts, and checks, 
is to be for the people. Such is the theory preached 
to us, and such is the precise point to which the 
theory brings us. And will the people of the United 
States submit to this ? i 

I have been accustomed to think that the very 
essence of democracy consisted in the identification 
of the Government with the people. This idea of 
the separation of them—of the giving to the Guvern- 
ment either an independent place of deposite for the 
public revenues, or an independent currency, or in- 
dependence of the people in any thing else—is a 
new scheme of democracy altogether. To be sure, 
there is enough of this among those “opulent and 
enlightened Governments of Europe” to which Mr. 
Woodbury refers. There, the Government and the 
people are more or less separate in their interests. 
In some, the governed have extorted from the gov- 
ernors, the hereditary princes and nobles of the land, 
‘a portion of political right, as in the constitutional 
‘monarchies of Europe; in others, none. at all, as in 
those Asiatic communities where all men (except 
the prince) are equal, because all men are inferior, 
and alike without rights. There the Government is 
independent of the people. But the United States 
compose a republic of associated republics. Our po 
litical organization is republican ; our social organi- 
zation is democratic; and all the influences which 
pervade the country, social and political, are dem>- 
cratic. “And the dearest value of our institutions 
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rests in the principle that the governors and governed 
are identified in their interests; that the least move- 
Ment which stirs in the heart beats responsively 
through the whole frame, and the least touch on a 
single member sends a sympathetic throb to the heart. 
Government and people should sail in the same boat, 


tion, professedly, and of set purpose, undertakes to 
divorce the Government from the people in the mat- 
ter of currency ; to give to the Government a sepa- 
rate and independent currency; and to do this, for- 


| sooth, in imitation of the separation policy of those 


very monarchies of the Old World, whose political 
institutions are (or should be) a name of abomination 


! 
to sink or swim together. And yet this Administra- 
| 
| 
t 
{ 
i 


| to every true-hearted American ! 


This Administration idea ofthe independency of 
the Government, of its separation from the people, 
dates from the message of the extra session of the 
last Congress. It proceeded on the assumption that 
the Federal Government had no power to do any 
thing for the people. For, if the President had ad- 
mitted the existence of a power to act, he could not 
have resisted the force of the obligation of the Gov- 
ernment to use that power for the relief of the peo- 
ple, in the midst of evils the existence and magni- 
‘tude of which he has conceded.. But, he said, the 
people were in the habit of expecting too much from 
the Government, which, inthe present case, had no 
power to act. 

The theory and the action of the last President 
-had been the reverse of this. He not only assumed 


| the power of the Federal Government to operate on 


| the currency, but he was perpetually overacting; 


claiming the right, and admitting the duty, and ar- 


guing upon the policy of the Government, in this || 


matter, throughout the controversy with the United | 


States Bank. 
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| If so, by what means, direct or indirect? 


. gress in this matter. 
| though no direct power is given, the end is to be 


Into the constitutional question of the power of |: 


the Federal Government in relation to the currency, 
I will not enter now; but I cannot forbear to point 
out the fallacy of an assumption which runs through 
all the discussions of the Administration and its 


friends. They talk perpetually of specie as the cur- || 


rency of the Constitution. I ask them to show me 

the word currency any where in the Constitution.: 

It is not there, either in express language or by allu- 

sion. 

try when the Constitution came into being, which 
|_the Constitution left untouched. 
press terms provide any currency. It left, this for 
the people or for Congress to provide. All it did i 
regard to-epect : 7 toforbid the 
States to coin money, or to make any thing but gold 
and silver a tender in payment of debts; and, in the 
seeond place, to authorize Congress to coin money, 
and to regulate the value thereof or of foreign coin. 
That is, it fixed a standard of value, by which all 
contracts were to be regulated and prices measured. 
But it did not provide that coined money—our own 
or that of foreign countries—should be the currency 
of the United States. 

I repeat that I do not intend to enter into any ex- 
hibition of my own constitutional opinions in this 
relation. But the context leads me to investigate 
further the question of what opinions the Adminis- 
tration holds in the matter, and what its conduct is, 
compared with its professed opinions. 

After the many disavowals on the part of the Ad- 
ministration of all power to regulate the currency, or 
otherwise to interpose in that behalf for the benefit 
of the people, does the Administration, in its advo- 
cacy of this measure of an Independent Treasury, 
act or speak as if it had no such power? On the 
contrary, the messages of the President are full of 
discussions on the currency question and the banks; 
Mr. Cambreleng’s report is replete with considera- 
tions of general policy ; and all the speeches and 
newspapers on that side of the question are stark 
mad with clamor against banks and bank paper. But 


if your power stops at the point of making some fis- 
cal provision for the mere selfish wants of the Treas- 
ury, why do you not stop there in your discussions ? 
If you have po power over the currency, then you 
-have no business to meddle withit; if it is not your 
-duty to act, then it is your duty to abstain. If Con- 
gress cannot legislate on any given subject, it has no 
right to agitate on that subject.. The abolition ques 

tion is an example. Be consistent, then, Why, if 


There was a bank paper currency in the coun- , 


It did not in ex- |! 
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you have no power of legislation to relieve the peo- 
ple from a disordered currency, and to provide them 
a better, do you perpetually lecture and exhort us 
in regard to that which you profess to believe apper- 
tains exclusively to the several States? Admitting 
that you have no direct power, will you act by indi- 
rection? That would be hypocritical as well as 
unconstitutional and unjust. 

The Globe, last Tuesday, cited authority the very 
highest—a private letter from General Jackson him- 
self—to the effect that it was the object of this bill to 
accomplish a great “ financial currency and com- 
mercial reform.” ; 

Let us have a distinct understanding on this point. 
Are you engaged in organizing a proper fiscal ma- 
chinery for the Treasury simply? Or are you en- 
gaged in a great commercial and currency reform? 
Have you 
or have you not the constitutional power to direct, 
regulate, and control the banks, and to reform and 
establish the currency ? If you have, say so. If you 
have not, say so. The messages of the President 
never cease to parade his denial of the power of Con- 
Are we to understand that, 


reached indirectly, by the use of some other power ? 
If you have the power, direct or indirect, to reform 
the currency of the United States, that concedes the 
whole question; and if you have the power, I call 
on you to exercise it, and to bring in a bill at once, 
expressly, for this “ great financial, commercial, and 
currency reform ;” and let the interests of the people, 
not those of the Government, be its primary and 
principal end and aim. But if you have no such 
power, then I protest against your talking and argu- 
ing as if you had, and thus keeping the whole coun- 
try in a perpetual fever of anxiety and agitation by 
the discussion of that of which (as you pretend) the 
Federal Government has no direct jurisdiction or 
control. Be one thing or the other ; and whichever 


: side you take in profession, take the same in action. 


Your present course has the evils of both, without 
the benefits of either. 

If you persevere in the profession that you have 
no direct powers, then I demand of you to reflect 
whether, according to your own doctrines, you have 
any powers at all. I ask the gentleman from New 


: Hampshire (Mr. Aruenton) to reflect on this. In 


| has no right to do that indirectly which it 
| directly.” Does the Constitution give you power to 
| “unbank the banks” by direct legi 


the last Congress, the House, on his motion, and by 


|| avote of nearly two-thirds, adopted a resolution be- 


Ongress 
cannot do 


ct legislation? No. 
Then, “the agitation of the subject” here, “as a 
meaiis, or with the view, of disturbing or overthrow- 
ing that institution (banks) in the States, is against 
the true spirit and meaning of the Constitution, an 
infringement of the rights of the States affected, and 
a breach of the public faith.” 

There is another question of power involved in 
this biH, addressing itself more especially to the 
ultra State rights. school, if (without any disre- 
spectful meaning) I may be allowed to use this ex- 
pression. ee Eg bbe 

The object of the bill, as described in the title, is 
“ to provide for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, 
and disbursement of the public revenue.” No ex- 
press power appears in the Constitution to pass a 


| bill of such a description; but it resulte from the 


express power given to Congress to raise and employ 
a revenue, and the power to pass all laws needful to 
the due execution of other specific powers. The 
precise thing, as we have seen, which the bill pro- 
ceeds “to provide,” is a system of individual agents 
for the “safekeeping” and the “ transfer” of the 
revenue, and the exclusion of bank paper in its 
“collection” and its “disbursement.” Such are the 
immediate objects and the provisions of the bill ix 
terms. It is, in the letter, a mere revenue measure. 
But what is it in spirit and ultimate purpose? All 
the Executive messages and all- the speeches and 
reports in Congress imply, and Gen. Jackson ex- 
pressly says, it is to effect a great “ commercial and 
curren¢y reform.” It is for this that banks and bank 
paper are to be repudiated in all the transactions of 
the Treasury. The Government is to receive and 
pay specie only, in order (indirectly) to reform the 
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currency. Wherein consists this “reform of the 
currency ?” In the regulation and restriction of the 
banks and bank paper, say some; in their total de- 
struction and proscription, say others. 'To what ob- 
ject this warfare against banks? It will encourage 
the planting interest, say some; it will aid the man- 
ufacturers, say others. And thus we reach certain 
ulterior objects, which, from the stress laid upon 
them by the friends of the bill, would seem to be of 
more importance in their eyes than the narrow ques- 
tion of ,the fiscal convenience of the system as a 
Treasury agent. 

Now this may be a legitimate mode of legislation. 
I do not say that itis, or thatit isnot. What I sug- 
gest, however, is, that when, a few years ago, the 
advocates of protection to manufactures pursued ex- 
actly the same mode of legislation---that is, such a 
use of the revenue power in the Constitution as 
should incidentally promote certain ulterior objects 
for which there appears no express grant of power— 
the act was on that very ground pronounced by the 
South to be unconstitutional, null, and void. 

For, if it be clear that the Constitution contains 
no express grant of power to levy discriminating du- 
ties in order to encourage particular branches of labor 
or investments of capital, it is equally clear that it 
gives no express power to discourage any particular 
form of labor or investment of capital; no express 
power to regulate banks; to restrict their loans or 
issues ; still less to destwoy banks, or to proscribe their 
paper, and expel it from the community. Nor does 
it contain any express grant of power to encourage 
the planting interest, or to aid the manufacturer. 

And will you do that indirectly which you have 
no right to do directly 1. Will you pass a bill which, 
though it purports to be a revenue act, is claimed 
and understood to be an act “to unbank the banks?” 
The South Carolina Ordinance of Nullification, the 
South Carolina Exposition, the speeches of eminent 
statesmen of South Carolina, agree that such legis- 
lation is an abusive exercise of the constitutional 
powers of Congress; that though the primary ob- 
ject of an act of Congress—the object on its face—be 
constitutional within the scope of some granted 
power ; yet, if the ulterior object—the incidental mo. 
tive of the act—be the pursuit of a thing not granted, 
then the act is, nevertheless, a violation of the spirit 
and true intent of the Constitution. 

I assure gentlemen that I cite these documents in 
no di tful. sense. .On, the contrary, | respect 
the ability which is displayed in them, and the gal- 
lantry of their authors. And the identity of the 
constitutional principle involved in the two cases 
makes the citation pertinent and proper. 

Thus the preamble to the Ordinance speaks of 
‘acts purporting to be acts laying duties, &c., but, 
in reality, intended for the protection of domestic 
manufactures and the giving of bounties to classes 
and individuals engaged in particular employments,” 
&c. So this bill may be characterized as purport- 
ing to be an act to provide for the safekeeping, &c, 
of the public revenue, but in reality intended for the 
indirect proscription of banks, and the imposing of 
restrictions on classes and individuals engaged in 
particular employments, and the giving of bounties 
to others. - 

The Exposition says: “The Constitution may be 
as grossly violated by acting against its meaning as 
against its letter.” And again: “The Constitution 
grants to Congress the power of imposing a duty 
on imports for revenue; which power is abused by 
being converted into an instrument for rearing up 
the industry of one section of the country on the 
ruins of another. The violation consists in using 
a power granted for one object to advance another, 
and that by the sacrifice of the original object. It 
is, in a word, a violation or perversion,” &c. These 
doctrines apply distinctly to this bill, so far as re- 
gards those ulterior objects of a currency reform, or 
of acting upon banks, or of promoting this or that 
interest, or discouraging any other; which objects 
appear to fill the minds and the productions of the 
friends of the Administration. _ 

And there is a remarkable speech of Mr. Hayne’s 
to the same point. (Senate, April, 1824.) “ Will 
gentlemen suffer me to ask them,” he says, “to 

int out to me, if they can, the power which this 

overnment possesses to adopt a system for the 


‘esate serene area Ot a tr tt Pe rene e 
= — = ~~ = — wid aca ire i i rnin gat each a 


! tain pursuits and prohibit others, is to make this not 


of interest?” AndI may add: or of-discouraging 
particular branches of industry, such as banking or 


avowed purpose of encouraging particular branches | 
{ 


any thing else. 


have a right to resort to theoretical speculations, as į 


And again: “ But, to tell us we | 
i 


to the most convenient or profitable employments of 
industry ; and that you can, by law, encourage cer- | 


merely a consolidated, but an unlimited Government. 
If you can control and direct any, why not all the 
pursuits of your citizens? And if all, where is the 
limitation of your authority ? Gentlemen surely 
forget that the supreme power is not in the Govern- 
ment of the United States.” Do not these expres- 
sions seem as if they were designed for this very 
bill? How apt is the remark about “theoretical 
speculations as to the most convenient or profitable 
employments of industry,” and the encouragement 
or discouragement of “certain pursuits!” And the 
whole passage, how emphatically does it not con- 
demn the attempt of this Government to control, by 
indirection, the pursuits of those citizens of the 
States who have engaged their industry or invested 


i their capital in the business of banking, under the 


guaranty of the authorization of the State Govern- © 
ments! Again he says: “But our opponents 
gravely inform us that zhzs is a bill to levy imposts ; 
and that it is, therefore, within the very letter of the 
Constitution.” So here we are gravely told that 
this isa bill to provide for the safekeeping and dis- 
bursement of the public revenue. 
replies: “ True, sit, if imports (or revenue) were | 
the end and aim of the bill. But surely gentlemen — 


ii will not attempt to justify a departure from the - 


` spirit, by an adherence to the letter of the Constitu- 


: tion. 


* * 


If it be sufficient to adhere to the 


. letter, without regard to the spirit and intent of the 


- be effected by it; since, though the primary and 
’ professed object of the present bill (as in the case of 
| the tariff bill) be a fiscal one, yet the incidental, 
indirect, or ulterior object, is another and a very || 


| venue power now, by converting it “into an instru- 
; ment for rearing up the industry of one section of 
the country on the ruins of another,”—if to-day they |! 
can see “ the power which this Government possesses, `' 


jects proposed good ones? 
place, whatever their character, will they be attained | 
i 
t 
b 


i Constitution—if we may use a power granted for 


one purpose, for the accomplishment of another and . 
a very different purpose, it is easy to show that a 
constitution on parchment is worth nothing.” 

These ideas seem to me to be, all of them, exactly 
apposite to this measure, and the objects intended to , 


different one. Ido not mcan to say that] adopt | 


| the ideas quoted, for my own; but Ì say that if those | 
; gentlemen at the South, who have heretofore con- li 


curred in the’ above’ opinions, abandon them upon | 
this bill,—if, in their action upon this occasion, they | 


admit that “ Congress may dv» indirectly what it has `: 
| no right to do directly,” —if they concede here, that ; 


the “using a power granted for one object, to ad- | 
vance another” is no “violation or perversion” of the | 
Constitution—if they consent to “abuse” the re- : 


to adopt a system fur the avowed purpose of encour- ` 


aging (or discouraging) particular branches of in- `; 


dustry,” —if, on this occasion, they “ attempt to justify | 
a departure from the spirit, by an adherence to the 
letter, of the Constitution,” —if, in fine, they proceed, 


by enacting this bill, to “use a power granted for 


one purpose, for the accomplishment of another and .- 


a very different purpose,’—then I shall confidently 
‘anticipate, that if, hereafter, it should fall to my lot, 
in the defence of the interests of my constituents, to ` 


intai itutionalit i i; f . : 
actin the conetilatinality: and ezpedieney -0l-1 of Massachusetts is no friend of bank suspensions, 


i tection of domestic industry, they will, for consis- : I say with Burke, that “a disposition to preserve, 


discrimination in the duties on imports for the pro- 


tency’s sake, abstain from alleging again that such . 


: legislation is either a violation or a perversion of the | 


constitutional powers of the Federal Government. 


: enough to counterbalance the disadvantages ? 


seem to be, to act upon banks, or, according to the 
current phrase, to unbank the banks. 

I do not scruple to say that much of the general 
clamor against banks, which pervades the writings 
and speeches of the friends of the Administration, is 
mere extravagance, if nothing worse. Take, for 


© instance, Mr. Gouge’s pamphlet as a specimen of 
:, all that class of matter. He heaps together, ina 


one-sided view, all the evils and losses incident to 


: banks, without any exhibition of their compensa- 
| ting benefits ; and thence infers that banks are inju- 


rious to the public welfare. Suppose that precisely 
the same mode of reasoning were applied to steam- 
boats. By collecting together all the explosions 
that have ever taken place since the application of 


| steam to navigation, with the consequent loss of life 
. and of property, what an appalling picture would 
: you not present to the view ! 
. you reject the use of steamboats ? 


Whatthen? Would 
Have there not 
been advantages in the use of them far more than 
Just 
so it is with banks. 

Again. Admit, for the argument’s sake, all that 


_ Mr. Gouge says against banks. Is banking to cease? 


No: all that is to be done is to transfer the business 


: of banking from incorporated bankers to unincorpo- 


rated bankers; for every nation has bankers and 


` banks of some sort, corporate or unincorporated. 


What is the difference between the two? So faras 


: regards the bankers themselves, the only difference 


But Mr. Hayne ` 


` Torlonias in their place ? 


isin a legal form of association, and the limit of 
their copartnership responsibility. So far as regards 
the community at large, incorporated banks enable 
many individuals to have an interest in the stock, 
which would ctherwise be confined to a few great 
capitalists. And the Government, what does that 
gain by proscribing such banks as we now have in 
the United States, and rearing up a generation of 
Rothschilds, Barings, Hopes, J.affittes, Aguados, and 
Who does not know that 
such men as the Rothschilds have more absolute 


’ power in Europe, more influence with Government, 


more to say on the question of peace and war, and 


' the stability or the change of dynasties, than either 


/ never-ceasing clamor against banks? 


Notwithstanding the President and his friends .. 


deny to-the Federal Government any direct power ,, 


in these matters, yet they propose to exert power, 
and to effect a reform—a radical change in the cur- , 
rency—by indirection. The points next to be con- ` 
sidered, therefore, are, in the first place, are the ob- 


And, in the second ; 


by the passage of this bill ? 
The primary object, the object of objects, would |; 


: of San Fernando. 


i @ practical issue, 
` say there is an evil: give us the remedy. 


or than all of the banks in the United States? Even 
Turkey has her bankers. Evon Spain has her Bank 
She has, to be sure, little enough 
aper, or any other of the great instruments 
of comme i se; and my heart bleeds 
when I think of that rich an i i 
gallant people, and that long prostration of their ine ~ 


|: dustry and commerce, which is hardly a less evil to 


her than civil war, foreign invasion, or the loss of 
her colonies. 

What, then, I ask again, is the point of all this 
Is it to do 
away with bankers associated by a charter; and sub- 
stitute bankers associated by letters of copartnership ? 


ii A small object, truly, for the convulsions and agita- 


tions of these ten years. For if banks, in some form, 
are to continue, and bank paper also, it is a very 
shallow and superficial course of argument to be all 
the time indulging in loose generalities about specu- 
lation, and inflated credit, and alternate expansions 
and contractions, and the like. Bring the thing to 
What is it you wish todo? You 
Is it to 
The arguments of many gen- 
Is it 


destroy the banks? 
tlemen aim at that, if they aim at any thing. 


- only to amend them where amendment is desirable, 
: and reform them where they go wrong ? 


Ifeo, I go 
with you—my constituents go with you. The State 


and an ability to improve, taken together, would be 
my standard of a statesman.” But if your object be 
reform only, and you have the constitutional power 
to reform, why do you not bring in a bill for that ex- 
press purpose? If amendment of the bank system 
be your purpose in this bill, why do you not say so 
init? This bill proposes no reform of banks, but 
their proscription, and that alone. Like the grave, 
it levels all distinctions; for by it all banks, good 
and bad, specie-paying and non-specie-paying, are 
condemned together, and handed over to the same 
undistinguishing legal massacre. 

Yet, as if absolutely to confound our judgments of 
what the Administration weuld in truth be at, and 
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to cause us to doubt whether, in the midst of all these 
denunciations of banks, the Administration really 
intends any thing but to make a parade for popular 
effect, at the last session of Congress the President, 
after disavowing any hostility, official or personal, to 
banks, and after referring to his past course-on the 
subject, said : 

“I have yet ever wished to see them protected in 
the exercise of rights conferred by law, and Aave 
never doubted their utility, when properly managed, 
in promoting the interests of trade, and, through that 


channel, the other interests of the community. * * 


Like other State establishments, they may be used, ` 


or not, in conducting the affairs of the Government, 
as public policy and the general interests of the 
Union may seem to require. The only safe or proper 
principle upon which their intercourse with the 


Government can be regulated, is that which regulates | 


their intercourse with the private citizen—the con- 
ferring of mutual benefits. When the Government 
can accomplish a financial operation better with the 
aid of the banks than without it, it should be at lib- 
erty to seek that aid, as it would the services of a pri» 
vate banker, or other capitalist or agent, giving the 
preference to those who will serve it on the best 


. paper-money currency ? 


If the banks are of such undoubtable utility; if ` 


the intercourse of the Government with them is to 
be regulated on the same principle as that of the 
private citizen—the conferring of mutual benefits; 
and if the Government is taseek their aid whenever 


it can accomplish a financial operation better with . 


their aid than without it: if this be so, what becomes 


the Administration ? 


: rency in the time of the Confederation ! 
. in 1813, when all the banks out of New England 


: tion? 
: presents itself here as the Simon Pure of a hard-mo- 
` ney currency ? 

Opposition States of New York and Massachusetts 
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above all other things, that security of some sort 
against the adverse action of foreign interests, and 
against the irregular and contradictory action of the 
several States, which the Federal Government alone 
has the power to afford. 

Well, did the several States take care of our cur- 
Did they 


suspended specie payments? Did they in 1837, 
when nearly all the banks in the United States sus- 
pended! Have they taken care of the currency now, 
when most of the banks south and west of New 
York are in a state of suspension, and seem likely 
so to continue we know not how long? When the 
present suspension began, which of the States threw 
themselves into the breach to stop the incursion of a 
Was it the great State of 
Pennsylvania, with its Van Buren State Administra- 
Was it the State of South Carolina, which 


No, it was neither of these, but the 


which were the first to breast the storm. Yes, it was 
the much denounced capitalists of New York and 
Boston who stopped the tide of paper money, and 
prevented it from overflowing the whole land in the 
same common deluge. The gentleman from New 
Hampshire (Mr. AruErron) says, What of New 
Hampshire? I reply; New Hampshire, to be sure, 
acted with us in Massachusetts ; and it could not well 
have done otherwise, had it been otherwise minded ; 
for it was the mass of capital in Boston and New 


1 ; '. York which saved the banks of the Eastern States. 
of all the general declamation against banks which | 
and distinguishes the orators attached to | 


to act upon the currency, independently of, or in ad- `; 


dition to, the action upon banks, as such. 


measure upon the currency is a mere experiment. 


No one is, or can be, sure that this experiment will | 
succeed any better than that which preceded it. ` 


General Jackson overthrew the United States Bank, 
which did give us a good and equal currency of 
stable and uniform value all over the country. In 
transferring the public deposites to the banks of the 


States, he alleged that these would give us a still | 


“better currency,” and would, in other respects, 
meet the wants of commerce. ; The better to enable 
them to do this, his friends proceeded to multiply 
the number of State banks, to supply the place of 


We, in Massachusetts, da not profess to be specie 
currency men, but we generally strive all we can to 


He our debts, understanding that to be good polic 
Another great object of the friends of this bill is, :; Re £ Rite h 


as well as honesty. And we should find it much 
easier than we do to worry along under the dificul- 


Á i ties of the present crisis, if the States in the south 
All candid men admit that the operation of this . 


and west, which, by their Representatives here, pro- 


| fess so much fondness for a specie currency, would 


the United States Bank; and, for the same expresg, ‘| 


the Secretary of the Treasury (Mr. Taser) 


their discounts, and, of course, to increase their cir- 
culation. Meanwhile, the Administration was 
drawing specic from Europe, in order to force a 
specie currency in the United States. What fol- 
lowed? An excess of credit and of bank paper; a 
wild mania of speculation in all parts of the United 
States; a panic among the directors of the Bank of 
England; a cessation of their discounts to the 
American trade; a general suspension of cash pay- 
ments by the banks of the United States; and the 
utmost disorder in the currency, exchanges, and 


commerce: this explosion of General Jackson’s | 
experiment happening almost at the very instant of ` 


his leaving the Presidency. And now comes Mr. 
Van Buren’s.experiment. And what is that? By 
the explosion of General Jackson’s, the currency 
was blown up, and the patient lies prostrate on the 
ground, his limbs broken, and covered with wounds 
and bruises, And what does the new State physician. 
propose? Why, to let the patient lie there, writhing 


and groaning in his agony, to bleed to death, or to : 


get up and get well without help,as he may. Doctor 
Van Buren will not set a bone, or even so much as 
apply a plaster to a wound; and the oply remedy 
for the case seems to be to discharge him, and intro- 
duce Doctor Harrison in his place. For, in the 
memege of 1640, as in that of 1837, the President 
cavalierly turns over this great currency question to 
the separate jurisdiction of the several States and 
Territories—twenty-nine independent communities, 
in all—and invites them to remedy the evil. The 
Federal Government is to do nothing. It folds its 

mas, whilst the United States needs for ite currency, 


pay us what they owe, either in specie, or, what we | 


should be very glad to take if we could get it, in good 
convertible bank paper. And if those States which, 
by their hard-money votes here, aid the Administra- 


tion to oppress the whole Union, would carry the 5% 


same = theories into the practical action 
of their State Legislatures, they would then give 
some countenanee to the President’s doctrine, that 
each State by itself. émiment, 
is to adjust the currency question. 

If the Representatives from those States will taka, 
it in good part, it wili be edifying to: consider what 


‘| their Legislatures have done of late towards the res- 
officially prompted the new deposite banks to enlarge |: 
majority of members here supposed to be friendly to 
` this bill; and has she taken measures for a resump- 


; require her banks to resume. 


toration of a sound'currency. Alabama—she hasa 


tion of specie payments? No; but the contrary, as 
ĮI understand, in granting an extension of time on 
the debts due to her banks, Tennessee—she has a 
Van Buren State Administration, which refused to 
Georgia,.the same. 
South Carolina, the same. Virginia—TI trust she is 
a Whig State; but she has a majority of Representa- 


! tives here friendly to the Administration ; and do her 


banks (ay, and State banks too) pay specie? Not 
at all. In short, the sum total is this: too many of 
the States, while, as States, they practise paper mo- 
ney in all its forms, and thus contribute their utmost 
to disorder the currency, come here as hard-money 
States, and thus enable the Administration to tighten 
its gripe around the necks of the rest of us, who, if 
they would practise what they profess, could shift 
for ourselves; or, if they would profess what- they 
practise, could, with their aid, compel the Federal 
Government to hear to reason. 

If, therefore. we are to judge of the currency policy 
of the Administration by existing fects, that policy 


' ig bad enough at best,—whether, as the President 


seems to think, the amendment of the currency is to 
be left to the States themselves ; or whether, as many 
of the friends of this bill declare and argue, one of 
its objects be to effect a “currency reform,” by the 
proscription of banks and bank paper from the busi- 
ness ef the Treasury. 

One class of persons profess devotion to an exclu- 
sive specie currency; others profess that all they 
wish is to enlarge the specie basis of bank paper; 
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while most persons, among the orators and writers 
of the Administration, content themselves with gen- 
eral declamation against bank paper, without propo- 
sing any thing important ofa practical nature. Amid 
all the clashing opinions of the day, there is proba- 
bly leas difference on this subject, in the minds of 
discreet persons, than is generally imagined. That 
the specie hobby is all naught, is very clear; that 
suspended banks and irredeemable bank paper are 
quite wrong, is equally clear. And it is full time 
the currency question was withdrawn from politics, 
and settled upon the true. principle, that the essence 
of a good currency is uniformity with stability and 
sufficiency ; it being less material what it ie, if it be 
such. And this brings me to another division of 
the objects and assumed benefits of this measure— 
which is, its effect on commerce ; for Gen. Jackson, 
as quoted by the Globe, tells us it is to effect a com- 
mercial as well as currency reform. 

Commerce being the exchange of commodities, in 
order to prosper, it needs, first, a medium of direct 
payment, sufficient in quantity, fixed in value, and, 
as near as may be, equal in all parts of the country ; 
secondly, for remote operations, where payment is to 
be made, not from hand to hand, but by bills of ex- 
change, than a rate of exchange, reasonable in amount, 
and the lower the better; and, thirdly, commercial 
credit and mutual confidence. Whenever, for any 
cause, the currency and exchanges are insufficient or 
bad, and confidence or credit is disturbed, in such 
circumstances commerce of necessity labors, 

Now, if the object of the Administration be to es» 
tablish an exclusive specie currency, the result must 
be, as I have heretofore argued, cither that the cur- 
rency will be insufficient to carry on the commerce 
of the country in its present state, and thus will fail 
to perform its proper office, or the commerce must 
be cut down to that currency, and so be crippled and 
paralyzed. If the object of the Administration be, 
that we should depend upon the bank bills of the 
States, in that case we have a currency, as the present 
state of things shows, neither stable nor uniform. 
The Administration excludes (professedly at least) 
the idea of Government paper as well as United States 
Bank paper ; so that, in fact, nothing remains except 
the paper either of the banks or the States, unequal 
and irregular as it is, or the paper which individuals 
might issue under a systera of frec banking. How 

yÍ eculation ; for, 
though it has been proposed, yet it is an untried ex- 
periment, in regard to which there is an almost total 
absence. of aspertained or conclusive facts. At any 
rate, I do. wot understand that the Administration 
takes up this: plan; and our commerce remains, 
therefore, so far as regards the currency, surrounded 
with the present difficulties in which the empirical 
schemes of the Administration have involved us, 
with the certainty that it still persists in those schemes, 
but without any certainty as to what are in truth ite 
precise aims and ends. 

And so as tothe exchanges. Their equality in 
the time of the United States Bank is an historical 
fact, which stands forth in striking ‘contrast. with 
their present inequality under the tinkering of the 
Government and. the disorganized condition of the 
State banks. The Administration does not, that I 
can perceive, propose any thing whatever to mest 
this difficulty, except in so far as the Government 
paper provided for in this bill may serve to that end. ’ 
But the amount of aid to the exchanges to be de 
rived from this source is confined within very ner- 
row limits. This consists, in the first place, of the 
revenues of the Post Officc—amounting to say five 
million dollars, but which now, os heretofore, goos 
chiefly to pay the mail contractors, and is therefore 
of no use in commerce. It consists, in the second 
place, of the payments at or from the Treasury—~ 
equal.in amount, at most, to the sum annually ex- 
pended by the Government, say thirty million dol- 
lars ; a part of which may enter, 1n one way or ano- 
ther, into commerce, though in doing so it will run 
counter to the professed object of the bill, which en- 
joins upon the Secretary of the Treasury to keep his 
drafts out of circulation as far as may be; because, if 
they enter largely into circulation, then, as I hars 
before argued, the Independent Treasury is a Gov: 
renment Bank. And this remark applies to any 
other. miscellaneous form of Government drafis oy 
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receipts which may grow up out of the operations 
of the Treasury. 

Whilst in all these particulars the commerce of the 
country derives little aid from the financial schemes 
of the Administration, and is on the contrary greatly 
obstructed and injured by them, in another respect, 
also, it suffers infinitely under the policy of the Gov- 
ernment. Confidence and credit, which are the 
basis of all prosperous commerce, are struck at di- 
rectly by the Administration, in the holding of so 
much public treasure, which, under this bill, is to be 
locked up in the vaults of the Treasury, and so with- 
drawn from business, either for direct use, or for use 
ae a basis of bank issues; contrary to the opinion 
expressed by General Jackson himself, in one of his 
messages, to the effect that locking up the public 
treasure in this way is a positive wrong done to the 
people. Confidence and credit are struck at indi- 
rectly by the Administration in the destructive and 
radical doctrines which many of its partisans utter, 
alarming capitalists, and checking their operations ; 
as also in those many of the acts or declarations of 
the Administration denunciatory of the banks, which 
are thus held in perpetual terror of runs for specie, 
of the withdrawal of their charters, and of bankrupt 
laws for their particular destruction. Commercial 
credit is also struck at by the Administration direct- 
ly, and at the tenderest point; in the wild declama- 
tion of its partisans against the use of borrowed cap- 
ital: the strangest of all things to come from pro- 
fessors of democracy, since credit is the only means 


by which the industrious and enterprising poor man © 


is able to trade at all, and without which all the gains 
of commerce would be monopolized by rich capital- 
ists alone, instead of being diffused through the com- 


munity wherever industry and integrity exist, as | 
they have been and will be under the influence of 


any just and proper system of confidence and credit, 
unembarrassed by the crudities of a mischief-making 
Government. 

But eminent advocates of the Administration are 
found, who claim for this bill the merit of being a 
boon to the productive industry of the country, who 
urge this as among the objects to be promoted by it, 
and the motives for its enactment. Though the cur- 
rency is disordered by the policy of the Administra- 
tion, and exchanges too; and though the internal 
commerce of the country is in a most languishing 
state; and Sgticultare-and manefaciuic, which arc so 


dependent on commerce, suffer in its train; yet this 


bill is to advance the productive industry of the 
United States. And how? By reducing, or tend- 


ing to reduce, the cost of production, which is one | 
day said to be advantageous to the planter, and the || 


next to the manufacturer. 
Now, supposing any such advantage to accrue 


from the operation af this bill on currency and bank ! 
paper, (which is the argument;) to whose particular scribe banks and bank paper, as this bill professes, 


| and as the words (but not the acts) of its friends | 


profit is it to inure? Plainly to that of the manufac- 


turer-capitalist, and the planter-capitalist, at the ex- _ 
pense of the laborers hired or employed by each; ' 


that is, of the great mass of the community. The 


capitalist-undertaker, whether in planting or manu- | 
facture, is to get his work done cheaper, and thus | 


to have the cost price of the article raised or manu- 


factored less. Thus, the merchant isto havea ship | 


built cheaper, not by obtaining at any less price the 
foreign hemp, iron, sail-cloth, and copper, which 
constitute so large a part in cost of all her materials, 
but by paying less to the carpenters. This, and this 
alone, is the result of reducing the cost of production 
to a specie standard. So of an invoice of goods 
manufactured, or any thing else; the production is 


to cost less to the capitalist, by the mechanics receiv- 


ing less, under a specie currency, or an approxima- 
tion to that. I put it to gentlemen to speak out, and 


say whether this be not the true mode in which a | 


reduction of the cost of production will work; and, if 
so, whether this be just and equal, and for the good 
of the many. - 


But I may be asked, if this be the operation of the : 


bill, why do not the capitalists, north and south, 
unite in the support of it? I reply for my constitu- 
ents, that they would disdain to receive from the 
Government a supposed benefit, which is to the gen- 
eral prejudice of the community as a body, in the 
general injury of which they would lose more in the 
end than they would gain by the supposed advantage 
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to themselves in the beginning. Nor do they believe 


that, in the long run, any advantage is to accrue to 
them separately. Their best interest is in the pros- 
perity of the whole community. Though, by the 


| payment of all duties in specie, the relative amount 


of the protecting duty on manufactures were to be 
in a small degree augmented, and the cost of pro- 


| duction some little diminished by the reduction of 
| the price of labor toa specie standard, yet the manu- | 


facturer, or other producer, is no better off than be- 
fore, without there be regular and equal exchanges 
and currency with which to carry on his operations, 
and without there be such general prosperity of all 
branches of business as may ensure to him a steady 
demand for consumption, and a consequent steady 
market for the sale of his merchandise. 

It remains only that I advert to the question, 
whether, whatever may be the ulterior and inciden- 
tal objects of the Administration, be these good or 
bad, they will be attained by the passage of this bill. 

Does the Administration really desire to accom- 
plish those objects—any of them; and, if so, which 
of them? I profess that I cannot tell. Its own 
precise ends are so covered up in the obscurity of 
mere generalities, and of intangible abstractions, now 
swinging over towards the specie currency school, 


` and now again back to the bank interest, that I doubt 
' whether it knows itself at what mark it would have 


the pendulum to rest. For instance: would the Ad- 
ministration destroy bank corporations? When I 
see how prone its friends are to grow rabid and al- 
most foam at the mouth at the very name of a bank— 
when I reflect that declamation against banks consti- 
tuteafthe staple ofall they say—and when I call to mind 


, the wild visions of a general specie currency, which 


some of the more zealous, or it may be the more sin- 
cere of its friends have entertained and avowed—at 
such times I might suppose that it intended to make 
root and branch work with all banks whatever ; for, 
other wise, the effusion of so much wordy fury against 
them is idle, absurd, undignified, and unjust. But 
then, on the other hand, the President tells us that 
he has never doubted the utility of banks. Again: 
while some of the friends of the Administration are 
thus frantic in their denunciation of banks, others 
are found who take pains to assure us that they 


have no sentiments of hostility whatever towards- 


those institutions. Nay, as I mentioned “before, it 
happens that not a few ef those States which give 
utterarios, through their State Governments or their 
Representatives here, to the greatest quantity of bank 
denunciation, are themselves, as States, inseparably 


identified with banks of their own. What conclu- 


sion is a plain man to come to, under such circum- ' 
| stances, as to that which the Administration really 
; intends? 


But if the Administration really intends to pro- 
declare, and if its object be to effect a “currency 
reform,” has it the power to do this? 


enter into conflict with the power of the States, so 
many of which are directly and largely interested in 


| banks? Will those States consent to a bankrupt law, 


I doubt it. 
In a word, 


for instance, to embrace their banks? 
Some affect to believe this; but I do not. 


too many of the objects behind this bill, which are | 


professed by the friends of the Administration, are 


morally, politically, and physically impracticable, | 


and too evidently so, for me to repose much trustin 
the good faith of the measure. 


Andif this Administration is bent upon the ac- | 


complishment of those ulterior objects, the discus- 


sion of whichis by so many of its friends associated | 


with this bill, will it continue in power long enough 
to effect them? 
can determine. 


Certain it is, that some of the most intelligent | 
friends of the Administration begin themselves to | 
. betray a distrust of the efficacy of this bill for an ul- | 
| terior good, by the- language in which they deny its || 


efficiency for evil. Thus, the Boston Morning Post, 


a principal Administration journal in the East, says, 


recently: . . l ; 
“The‘Government has now no deposites, and has 
made none for a long time; and it matters little 


where the few scattering dollars unexpended are |} 


Can it stand | 
Will it dare to | 


This is a question which time only | 
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kept. They have had, and can have, no effect upon 
the country, one way or the other.” 

And the Democratic Review, in the last number, 
says: 

“Though the immediate influence of this reform 
upon the currency of the country will be but slight, 
notwithstanding the most exaggerated views taken of 
it by both friends and foes, yet, upon the future ac- 
tion of the Government, it will impress itself with 
an offect as potent as salutary.” 

Here is the distinct avowal that the immediate in- 


| fluence of this measure on the currency will be but 


slight; and that the views of his friends, as well as 
foes, are most exaggerated. I sometimes incline to 
this opinion myself. It corresponds with a view of 
the subject which has been very ably and forcibly pre- 
sented by Mr. Charles F. Adams, son of my colleague, 
in several publications of his, which charge upon the 
Administration, as its great fault in the matter, its 
culpable abnegation of the just powers of the Fede- 
ral Government in this behalf, and its consequent 
total abandonment of its duty to the people. For, 
after so many years’ discussion of this measure by 
the Administration, it seems now to be chiefly used 
by it asa mere stalking-horse of party, and as an 
instrument of party ascendency. In this respect, 
the Democratic Review is right in saying that upon 
the future action of the Government, if successful, it 
will impress itself with potent effect; whether a salu- 
tary one, is another question, and depends upon 
causes and influences wholly beyond the control of 
this or of any other Administration. 

For, even upon the premises assumed by the 
Administration, and conceding all it asks, the utility 
of the measure, or rather, the more or less quantity 
of mischief in it depends, in the first place, on the 
singleness and integrity of purpose of its administra- 
tors and the abjuration of all party influences by 
them; and when was there a time that this Adminis- 
tion was disposed, or, if disposed, was able, to act 
independently of party considerations and with a 
single eye to the good of the country? And the 
more or less of mischief that it may do depends, also, 
upon the state of the Treasury. Consider what 
would be the condition of the country, if we had a 
large surplus revenue locked up in the Treasury 
ults. It would withdraw all specie from circulation. 
Nor is th: imaginary evil. Whatever disposi- 
tion Congress or the E i to keep 
the revenues down to the expenditures, and to keep 
the latteras low as possible, that is a problem the 
equation of which was never yet found for a length 
of time by any Government. Nothing is of more dif- 
culty than to predict the precise quantity of revenue 
derivable from a given state of taxation. Sometimes 
a high rate of impost diminishes importation so as 
to dry up the revenue from a given article; and 
sometimes a low rate of duty augments the importa- 
tion so as to make the aggregate of tax received on 
it large beyond all anticipation. Mr. Woodbury 
himself, on one occasion, (report of December, 1834,) 
with all the lights which the Treasury Department 
possesses on this subject, erred in his calculations to 
the amount of the difference between twenty mil- 
lions and thirty-five millions, in the revenue of a 
single year. And though, in the remarks which I 
have been making on this bill, I have assumed, for 
argument’s sake, the correctness of the President’s 
idea that the amount of specie which this bill is to 
lock up in ordinary years will be only five millions, 
yet I greatly distrust that calculation. For the 
amount of public deposites in the United States 
Bank, and afterwards in the State banks, greatly ex- 
ceeded this, for a long series of years. (Senate Doc. 
lst sess. 23d Cong. No. 16, p. 5; House Doc. 2d 
sess. 24th Cong. No. 77.) 

Suppose, then, a large amount of revenue on: 


A 


hand, and this in bad hands, in the custody of per. 
sons disposed to use the Treasury for purposes of in- 
fluence and power. In such hands, and in such 
circumstances, the power conferred by the bill would 
be stupendous. It would give to the Administra- 


| tion, which might choose so to employ it, control 
' overall the business ofthe country, and, by the com- 
bination of political power and money power, fix 


and establish that administration in the possession 
of the Federal Government. One cause of the fail- 
ure of the State bank deposite system; and perhaps 
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the chief cause, was its being notonly mal-adminis- 
tered, but mixed up with the interests of party and 
of power. Whatis to prevent the same personal 
interests and party passions from fastening them- 
selves on this system, to accomplish the same felfish 
ends? Nothing, so long as the same men and the 
same motives direct the councils of the Federal Go- 
vernment. 

The Administration, it may be, has a majority of 
members here disposed to pass this bill; though 
whether that majority is not obtained by the chance 
result of a question of returns, and whether it repre- 
sents a majority of the people of the United States, 
remains to be seen. For this measure is now under 
discussion before the people, who are becoming fully 
awake to the importance of the questions involved 
in it, and will themselves pass judgment thereon at 
the coming elections. Mr. Van Buren has staked 
his political fortunes upon this measure. Would 
not his friends best consult his and their interests, 
and the welfare of the country, by leaving the fate of 
this bill to be decided by the people themselves, 
instead of endeavoring to forestall their judgment? 

The may hope to gain something, ina party view, 

by the passage of the bill now, in the expectation 
that it will immediately produce a settled state in 
the relations of business. I think, in this, they are 
mistaken, if such be their expectation. I myself 
have been half inclined at times to say to the Ad- 
ministration. Pass your bill; fix your Independent 
Treasury and Independent Currency upon the coun- 
try; take the money empire to which you aspire, if 
that will content you, so that the business interests 
of men may be relieved from the anxiety and sus- 
pense of this never-ceasing political agitation, and 
give us acertainty at last, though it be the certainty 
even of death itself to the industry and enterprise of 
the country. But, on further reflection, I saw clear- 
ly that, if the bill passes, it does not give to business 
men even this poor benefit, of at length knowing 
their fate; for its passage brings no certainty with it. 
It will not aid the suspended banks to resume, for 
instance. Pennsylvania, Alabama, and Mississippi 
—these, or any other States, will not be restored by 
it to a sound and steady currency. Nay, General 
Jackson tells the whole nation, in his recent letter to 
the Ohio committee, that “an end to the evils of a 
depreciated paper currency” is to be reached, not by 
the establishment of the Independent Treasury only, 
but when, “in addition to this reform in our finan- 
cial system,’ Congress shall, “at the same time, 
pcs; a genera] bankrupt law,” embracing both “the 
banks which are now in existence, or may be hereaf- 
ter chartered by the States.” 


So that we are not to see land until that event hap- 
pens. Will this Congress pass such a bankrupt 
law? Ask those of the States which are identified- 
with their banks, whether they stand ready to pass 
under a commission of bankruptcy. If they can bear 
the operation, we in the specie paying States can 
well doit. And ifa commission of bankruptcy is to 
isssue, to wind up and distribute the effects of those 
banks, which, in the words of the letter just quoted, 
“refuse to redeem their notes in specie,” I ask gentle- 
men in the Middle and Southern States, from Penn- 
sylvania to Georgia, in how short atime that opera- 
tion can be completed? In three months? No, nor 
in three years. And meantime, whilst all the sus- 
pended banks are in the custody of commissioners of 
bankruptcy winding up their affairs, what becomes 
of the business of the country? Will that enjoy the 
repose and certainty which some gentlemen promise 
to themselves is to follow the enactment of this law? 
We know that, on the contrary, there will be such 
acrash and confusion of all business interests in the 
performance of that operation as this country has 
never yet witnessed. i 


Apart from all which, there is the question, 
whether in the course of a few months, a new Admi- 
nistration may not come in, cither to admininister 
this law with feelings and purposes different from 
those of its author, or, it may be, to repeal it, before 
a new set of interests shall have had time to gather 
themselves around it. - Under these circumstances, it 
is clear that the mere passage of this bill. cannot pro- 
duce any such settled condition of business as to aid 
the present Administration at the polls, or to justify 


| 


Independent Treasury—Mr. White. 


the Opposition in voluntarily yielding to its enact- 
ment. { 

I have conceived it to be my duty, therefore, with 
my convictions of it impolicy, to resist this measure 
to the last. In so doing, I act in conformity with 
the opinion of the State of Massachusetts, as ex- 
pressed by her Legislature, and as entertained, I ful- 
ly believe, by the great majority of her people. I 
ask the Clerk to read the following resolutions of the 
General Court of Massachusetts, approved by Gov. 
Everett, on the 30th March, 1838, viz: 

“Resolutions of the Legislature of Massachusetts, relating to 
the Sub Treasury. 

_ ‘Resolved, That the Sub-Treasury bill, by making no provi- 
sion for furnishing a currency in and between the several States, 
fails of performing a duty authorized by the Constitution, and 
demanded by the interest of the whole country. 

“Resolved, That the Sub-Treasury bill would, by withdraw- 
ing from circulation large amounts of specie, diminish the ba- 
sis on which State institutions fare founded, place them in too 
great a degree in the power of the General Government, de- 
prive them of the means of extending usual and necessary fa- 
cilities to those engaged in commerce and manufactures, and, 
by causing distrust, have a direct tendency to postpone the re- 
sumption of specie payments. 

“Resolved, That the Sub-Treasury bill, by giving to the Go- 
vernment and its officersa different currrency from that pro- 
vided for the people, and by increasing the power and patron- 
age of the Executive, is hostile tothe genius, and may be de- 
structive to the permanence of our Republican institutions. 

“Resolved, Thathis Excellency the Governor be requested 
to forward copies of the above resolutionstu our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress, and that they may be desired to 
use all proper and honorable means to prevent the bill in ques- 
tion from becoming a law.” 

The resolution of the State of Massachusetts have 
been my guide in the course of argument I have en- 
deavored to present to the House. They indicate the 
precise line of distinction between the views of the 
Administration and those of the Opposition, the 
Opposition maintaining the policy of identy of in- 
terest between the Government and the people, and 
the duty of the former to act for the welfare of the 
latter; and the Administration pushing to the utmost 
the doctrine of a separation of interest between the 
Government and the people, the giving to the for- 
mer not only a Treasury independent of the banks, 
but a currency independent of and contrary to that 
of the people and of the States. And in conciusion, 
I have this only to sdy: that I repose the most confi- 
dent reliance on the integrity and intelligence of the 
people; that with them is the right, as well as well 
as the responsibility to decide this question; and 
rehatever their decision may be, I shall bow with 
wspectfut submission to their will, as that of the true 
ultimate sovereign power in these United States. 


“WHITE, 
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Mr. Cnammdn: I do not flatter 
tions I may be able to submit to ti 
present occasion, will be any just co ensation: for the kind- 
ness extended me last evening by tife vote of adjournment. 
After the ample discussion which this measure and its associ- 
ate measures—whick, when united, make up the Financial 
Syatem—has undergone in both branches of Congress, I rise, air, 
notin the vain hope that 1 am prepared to add any thing to 
the information the committee has already received irom 
gentlemen, by their age, their experience, their talents, and 
their acquirements, better qualified than myself to shed light 
upon the subject in all its principles and details; but simply for 
the purpose of stating the reasons of my own vote in opposition 
to this important measure. 

Iknow the magnitude of the subject, considered in all its 
bearings. . I fully appreciate the difficulty of my task. I feel 
my incompetency to the adequate discharge of so great an 
undertaking. I would thatI could, in just fulfilmeat of my 
duty as a representative on this floor, have remained silent. 
But, penetrated as I am with a deep and abiding conviction 
that the permanent entailment of the system, of which this 
billis the chief ingredient, will not only destroy the best in- 
terests of the country, but strike a fatal blow at the cause of 
civil liberty itself, I consider Ihave not the alternative left me 
of exercising my own inclination, to simply give a silent 
vote, on so vital a question. I do not propose, after the 
example of others, to enter into a discussion upon the relative 
merits or demerits of the opposing candidates for the office of 
Presidency. Not thatl have any disguise or reservation of 
opinion upon that momentous and all-absorbing topic. Iam 
free to acknowledze that, at no riod of the existence of this 
nation, has there been a crisis that so imperiously demanded 
that the Administration of this Government should bein the 
ablest and fittest hands; and, sir, I am free to admit, I do think 
the handsin which it is now placed, in any degree, answer that 
description; I donot preten to conceal, upon all proper occa- 
sions in what quarter I conceive that fitness most eminently 

sides, at this peculiar juncture. : , 

"in declining A gointo the discussion of this topic, I am not 
to be considered as subscribing tothe doctrine, that has been 
repeatedly advanced in debate during the pregent eession, that 
the relative fitness of individuals for the Chief Magistracy is 
no part of the consideration to which a member of Congress 
may faiily turn his attention—that all such discussion is -mere 
“political slang.” I know not amore solemn or important 
duty, that a Representative of the people can perform, than by 


761 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


H. of Reps. 


at proper seasons, a free and unreserved opinion upon 

the political character and qualities of public men. n 
especially ìn times of universal distress and danger, like the 
present—in times, when well tried systems are rejected and 
trodden under foot—times, that leave nothing untouched that 
is venerable from long experience—nothing that is sacred from 
intrinsic difficulty—when precedent and long established 
usage are disregarded—when pillar after pillar, column after 
column, of the Constitution, has fallen by the ruthless ascaults 
ofa despotic Executive—the bioken fragments of which now 
liein heaps at his feet. Nothing but the consideration that 
the proposition before the committee issufficiently copious, of it 
self, for one debate, prevents me from the discharge of this high 

Representative duty upon the present occasion. Having said thus 

much, by way of excludinga conclusion of my acquiescence in 

opinions advanced restricting the legitimate latitude of debate 
upon this floor, I proceed to the censideration of the meaeure 
before the committee. And that I may not weary the patience 
of the House, nor transcend the just limits of debate, I shall 
endeavor toconfine my remaks to the bill under consideration, 
and such associated topics as are indissolubly connected with 
it. In the discussion of this measure, it shall be no part of 
my purpose, wantonly toassail the feelings of any individual, 
either in this House or outof it. Ishall not touch upon the 
private character of any man; yet, I expect to speak of public 
menand their public measures as becomes a freemen, repre- 
| senting a free constituency. Nothing butan imperative sense 
| of duty could induce me to analyze, with that minuteness of 
criticism which Ido not feel myselfatliberty to omit on so 
important a measure, the public conduct of individuals, filling 
high places. I feel that, if I attempt to do justice to the subject, 

I have nv alternative left me but to speak with freedom—utter- 

ing “naught in matice’—suppressing nothing that is trne— 
suggesting nothing that is false. Were I allowed to exercise 
my individual choice, 1 would prefer, in a spirit of mercy, to 
shield even guilty public delinquents underthe broad mantle 
of charity, than thurst them with the swordof merited justice. 
But mercy to public delinquents is treason to the people. 

At this time, there is an additional reason why I would gladly 
forbear—under no circumstances do I delight in personal 
assault; but, least of all, upon a fallen toe. The magnanimous 
commander will always protect from wanton insult his 
prisoners of war. The generous huntsman, even, will not per- 
mit hts pack to mangle the captive game. In a debate, during 
the present session, upon a different topic, in which I took an 
humble part, thesubject now under discussion was, incidentally, 
mentioned by me. And the Hon. Chairman ofthe Ways and 
Means (Mr. Jones, of Virginia,) having misconceived the 
character of my remarks, in reply, made me challenge, when 
this bill should come up for discussion, that I would tear the 
platform from under this Administration. A _ challenge 
altogether gratuitious. A guantletI never throwed, Manu- 
factured, and tauntingly accepted, by the Hon. Chairman in 
this language: “Come on, Aim your blows with all your 
strength—dip your arrows in poison. They will fall harmless 
at the feet of this Administration, shielded by the affections of 
thepeozle.” Now, sir, in reply to all thia, I have not the 
presumption to suppose that an thing I may eay upon the 
ptesent occasion will effect the ownfall of the existing Ad- 
ministration. This could not be, were I armed with the pew- 
er needful, which I disclaim.. Already is the “platform” torn 
from under it. Already isit fallen—prostrate it lies, crushed - 
by the indignant condemnation of an abused and deceived 
people,’ waiting the forms of the Constitution ‘forfthe official 
seal of its destiny. Itis protected from any “arrow” of mine, 
had Imy armor filled; not by the “affections of the people;”,no, 
sir, no; but by a shield, equatly safe,the inappeasable execra- 
tion of an inflamed people, who have taken this work into 
their own hands, and who are fully competent to its execution, 

j eeb 


giving, 


the adage mere truly verified, that “ ord intends to 


e 

destroy, he first makes mad, Yes, sir, “Quem Deus vult 
perdidit, prius dementat,” is inscribed upon every page of the 
history of this Administration. Nothing but the forms of the 
Constitution preserved itsexistence for the short. space of nine 
months. Laver it withan unwavering confidence, could the 
people in November, 1837, revise their decision made in 
November, 736, the same Administration that came into power 
in such a blaze of popular glory, would have terminated its 
careerin a short space of one year, writhing under the burning 
decree of popular execration. Shadows of destruction were 
distinctly seen by the sagacious prior to its inauguration. 
With these introductory remarks, Mr. Chairman, T proceed to 
the consideration of the bill upon your table. I donot im- 
agine any thing wiil intervene to prevent the passage of this 
bill. The edict has gone forth. It has come up from the 
Yermitage, after concoction here, with an endorsementto give 
it consecration—it is reissued from the White House— 
demanded by the Great Southern ally® atany and every sacri- 
fice. It is doomed to become a law of the land. “Nero 
fiddles while Rome burns.” — The President, secured in the 
enjoyment of a fixed salary of twenty-five thousand dollars, to 
be paid in gold and silver under the provisions of this bill, 
feeling and fearing no distress himself, he seems insensible to 
the wants and sufferings of the people. Now, sir, that ‘my 
opinion, asto the immediate effect of the passage of thie biil into 
alaw, may not be misunderstood, I take occasion to say, I 
do not look for, or predict, a volley of fresh evils will immedi- 
The cup of human suffering snow 
full to the brim; any signal addition would drive countless 
hopeless dispair. The 
is practically upon the 
and is deatined to be, 


melting appeals of suffering millions; of which, I muet confess, 
This measure, T 
and has 
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writhing under the operation of this undisputable and, until 
very recently, ee ye proposition. — Perceiving the 
dilemma they occupied, seeing no hope of escape from the 
merited responsibility of the existing embarrassments, and the 
fatal stab it inflicts upon this measure, every device, as weli as 
the most unqualified mendacity, is now resorted to, to evade 
the conclusion, that the admission of this unquestionable fact, 
as Ishail presently demonstate it to be, imposes. The ingeni- 
ous siratagem of the honorable gentlemen (Mr. Vanderpoel) 
from New York, first deserves notice, He, discovering the 
dilemma which the admission ofsuch a fact would piace him 
in, endeavors to escape by a hypothetical denial of the practi- 
cal operation ofthis measure. This honorable gentlemen, in 
tracing the causes of the present distress, with a flourish of 
self-satisfaction at his deep ingenuity, uses this language: 
Suppose the Independent Treasury bill had, last year, become 
a law; is there a doubt that the party which defeated its 
passage wouldnow have ascribed the present depression of 
tices and stagnation of business, exclusively tothat measure.” 

ow, sir, you perceive, this isan important proposition in this 
debate. Upon the existence or non-existence of the praciical 
operation of the Sub-Treasury, the maintenance of other im- 
portant propositions in this discussion depends. 1 do not 
intend that disguised and evasive denials, such as I have 
quoted from the gentlemen’s speech, nor the bold and manda. 
cius denial, such as was published in the official organ of 
yeeterday mornin g—from its relation to the President, carrying 
with it the authority of executive endorsement, in these 
words: “The Sub-Treasury measure neither now, nor ever has 
been, in force An this country,’—shall screen this measure 
from its just obj cuons. Sir, the practical operation of the 
Sub-Treasury, for good, has been full, udtrammelled, un 
restrained, unrestricted, by the checks of law—administered 
under the more favorable auspices—in the possession of its 
authors—ciothed with plenary, “voluntary,” and “discretion- 
ary” powers, touse banks, whenever they could be used with 
“convenience and profit,” as suggested in the annual message 
of ’37. The fact stands admitted, repeatedly admitted, boasted 
ofin the different messages of the President—in the annual 
reports of the Secretary of the Treasury—hy the former 
Chairman of the Ways and Means in his speech in ’37f—the 
premonitnry syinpiom” ofthe Presidert—the trus exponent of 

is intentions and opinions; then and now high in his confidence, 
as evinced bya recent distinguished appointment toa foreign 
court, (Russia ) that honorable gentlemen, during the debate 
upon this measure in °37, perceiving, through a defection ofa 
amall file of his party, thatthe bill would be defeated, in a 
demoniac defiince, announced to this House and a suffering 
people, in a true and genuine modern Democratic spirit, “This 
mea-ure is in fuil practical operation now and will be for the 
next four years, in despite of lamentations here or elsewhere.” 
But I will furnish the committee with higher authority than 
even thig—upon this point I appeal to the record proof, I 
intend upon this proposition, as upon all others that I under- 
take to maintain in this debate, to deal in facts, indispuraMle 
facts, not idle declamation. The country has become dis- 
gusted and surfeited with theories, specuiations, darirg declara- 
tions,and broken promises. The people want facts, stubborn 
facte, that cannot lie. Figures, no (figures of rhetoric, but 
figures of arithmetic- These are the weapons I intend to 
employ throughout my remarks, let them cut whom they-may. 

Now w the testimony. 1 read from the message of the 
President in’37, “And it may be asserted with confivence, that 
the necessarty transfers, asiwell as the safekeeping and disburse» 
ment of the public money, can be, with satety and convenience, 
accomplished through the agency of treasury Officers.” Tiis 
opinion hasbeen confirmed, by actual experience, since the 
discontinuance of the banks as fiscal agents in May las,” 
Again, in the annual message of °37, speaking of the three 
modes of keeping the public money, t» wit: a National Bank, 
the State banks, and the Sub-Treasury, he says: “in respect to 
the Jast, you have had opportunity , since youradjournment, to 
test the expediency of the measure, by the continued practical 
Operation of such parts of itas are now in force.” Now, sir, 
this extract requires a brief analysis, Mark the last words: 
“such parts of it as are now in force’? There works are 
pregnant with meaning. What parts of this measure, defined 
by its friends, as openly avowed, not secretly conceived, I 
demand of the President, were not then in full force? Were 
not all the Government dues coileciabie and collected in guld 
end silver? Were not all the revenues keptin the hands of 
Government officers? The President will not answer these 
questions In the negative. What pari,1 repeat then, of ihis 
scheme, was notin full force in ?372 None, except the hidden, 
Concealed “part,” too monstrous to be avowed, tuo herrible to 
be broken to the vision of the people ali at once, (the Treasury 
Bank pari) until the country is reduced to a more ready 
state of compliance, by deep and intolerable suffering. But 
to return to the evidence upon the point I was discussing. 1 
read from the annual message of 38: “With the exception of 
limited sums, deposited with the few banks stiil employed 
under the act of ’36, the amounts received from duties, and, 
with very inconsiderable sums, those accruing from lands 
giace the general suspension, have teen kept and disbursed by 
the Treasurer, under his general legal powers, subject to the 
supervision of the Secretary of the Treasury.” Now, sir, 
with a short extract from the annual message of '38, clothed in 
exulting language at the bencficial eflicts of the practical 
operation of the Sub-treasury, I wili close the testimony upon 
this point:—“nor itis less gratifying to find, that the general 
bus'ness of the country deeply affected as it has been, is 
renewing with additional vigor, ‘chastened by the ieesons of the 
past, and animated by the hopes of the future.” Hear him ! 
"The agency ofthe General Government, in producing these 
results, has been as efficient as its powers and means per- 
mitted.” And in the enumeration of the means, all tha 
potency, with immaterial exceptions, is attributed, as tollows: 
‘and by steadiiy declining to employ, as general depositories” 
(mark you.)“of public money, or receive the notes of, banka 
which refuse lto redeem theni in specie.” Thus, you per- 
ceive, when prosperity seemed tobe dawning onthe commu- 
nity, in spite ofthe mal-administration of the Government, our 
President, Dr. Sangrado like, ig eager to seize the occasion 
and laud ìt as one of the happy fruits of the practical opera- 
tion of the financial scheme, the ever glorious Sub Treasury, 
Now, when the deceptive bubble of Prosperity isallat once 
bursted, expioded again, and mournful adversity covers the 
land, the President—no, not the President, that would be too 
unblushing--but his confidentail friends in thls House ard 
out of it, flatly or delusively deny the existence of the 8ub-Trea- 
sury, either practically or legally, nowor atany time, elther 


for weal or wo, good or evil; and, withan ayrogance of im- 
posture, demai the passage of this biil, as a‘measure of 
safety and deliverance” to an oppressed and ruined people, 
Bus, sir, I will not fatigue the comanittee by introducing piles 
ofevidence oa my table, to prove the tru:h ofa proposition 
that is felt, known, seen, and acknowledged, by every individual 
in the community, whose candor 13 not blunted by blind and 
reckless party devotion. 

Having, I trust, established, beyond the power of cavil, this 
proposition, I proceed to the consideration of ancther necessary 
preliminary question, before I go into the discussion of the 
specific measure upon your table. And sir, permit me losay, 
notamong the least curious things of the presenttime, is the 
effrontery of the party in power, 10 boldly contradicting every 
responsibility that imputes existing calamities to official 
ignorance, inefficiency, or misconduct. Admitted axioms now- 
are flatiy denied; denied with more self-complacency thanspe 
culative theories were wont to be. Such isthe recklessness and 
desperation of the ruling party, operated upon by the madden 
ing influences, no deubt, of the handwriting upon the wall, 
that long received maxims in politics, political statistics, figures 
themselves, are diepuwd, acd as gravely debated as original 
principles, Sir, with an acknowledgement on almost every 
page of every message communicated to Congrese since the 4th 
of March, 1837, of “wide-spread calamitous embarrassments,”? 
“of ruinous distress,” and “disastrous derangement,” have we 
not read,’since the opening of the present Congress, in the official 
organ of the Executuve—subject to his will and control, fed by 
the patronage of the President, and published under his imme- 
diate eye and inspectton—ihis heartless declaration, “there is 
no distress that an honest man shoul! regret??? Have you not, 
in echo tothis more than savage. more than brutal declaration 
heard in debate in this Louse, and in the other branch, sentiments, 
approaching, if net lutely equivalent—one distinguished 
Benator,” broadly c g the existence ef any distress, 
denouncing every such gestion as party slang—bank panic; 
anether distinguished Senater,t not quite so reckless, qualifies 
his denial—“the extent of the existing distress is greatly ex- 
aggerated;”’ a third distinguished Serator,; with his characte- 
ristic candor, admits in his speech the present session the mistake 
he made in 1637, when he supposed the distress would be 
limited to “the manufacturing and commercial interests,” and 
“that the South was comparatively in an easy condition?— 
that now the distress was pervading—universal’—and that the 
excepted South, as he most unwisely thought, is now most 
heavily harrassed. But upon this “point, audacity in this 
House has improved upon the boldest in the other branch; we 
have heard here the cry of distress denounced as § “a 
monomania,’—“bank panic,” —“a demrgogieal cry,”—the 
country asserted not only to be in a prosperous, but in the 
emphatic language of a Western Democrat k “in a vigorous 
condition;” we have heard the announcement of distress, met 
by the cry of panic, panic, panic, bank, bank, bank, “wolf, 
wolf, wolf, from various quarters of this hall, a House of 
Repreventatives, iniended by the Constitution to reflect the 
exact image of the popular wiland wishes, in its letter and its 
spirit; a House of Representatives, instead of holding a vigilant 
eye upon the Execuiive—a watchin) care over the Treasury— 
an accessibility to the complainis ofthe people. ‘Tne m ajority 
ofthis body, fallef public confidence, boasting of general and 
“vigorous” prosperity, treating with the scornful cry of “wolf”? 
“panic, monomania,” a petitioning people foaded with 
almost intolerable grievance, ready to plunge into despondency. 
1 say it with shame and mortification, we have witnessed in this 
House, during this session, uncer this reign of passive obedience 
and absolute submission to Uxccuiive will, members npen 
this floor denyirg the evidence of their own senses closing 
their eyes toevery thing around them, shutting their ears to 
the voice oftruth, blocking their understandings to the inroad of 
reason, yielding a blind and indiscriminate sanetion to all 
Executive acts, mere recorders of Presidential edictis, “some 
times in the vcry teeth oftheir previously expressed opinions; 
acting in concert with Executive officers, “many of whom the 
people regard with doubtful confidence, if not absolute 
abhorrence,” a majority tdenying inquiry into official abuse, 
closing the door of investigation upon fraud and peculation, 
voting reward where justice demanded marked rebuke, §ready 
to grant with a profuse hand where public economy called 
aloud for retrenchinent, instead of exercismg a watchlul care 
over the public money as the true constitutional guardians of 
the Treasury, “und, unexamopled in the history of this Govern- 
ment until within the last ten years, setting at defiance the 
eiective franchise its:If Unnatural and monstrous as this 
picture may seem, abounding testimony pronounces it true, 
true to the letter. 

Leaving this disgression, 1 cometothe evidences of distress. 
Now, and for three years past, proof teems in every message 
that hasemanated from the hand of the President, save his 
inaugural. We tind it strongly hinted at in his proclamation; 
“grave and weighty matters’ are feelingly announced. Fully 
disclosed in his special message, at the calicd session, the 
otisprmg of distress, public as well as private, in language 
such as this—“embarrassmentsin the pecuniary affairs of the 
country,” ‘difficulties experienced by the mercantile interest,’? 
“Twas anxious to enable you to exercize your constitutional 
powers for the relief of the country.” Then comes the admis 
sion of “wide spread and calamitous embarrassments,” 
quickly followed by the acknowledgment “of an overwhelming 
catastrophe.” mixed up “with unexpected exigencies,” “re 
vulsions,” “destructive consequences”? closing with “universal 
distress,” and tunder tue pressure of difficulties,” invoking the 
“Sapreme Ruler to guide and aid” a sinking man, and save a 
ruined conntry. Here then, sir, in 1857, we have the highest 
official information of the embarrassments of the Treasury and 
the distress of the people. Similar admissions are abundant 
in every annual mersage of the President, and every annual 
report of the Secretary of she Treasury. from that period to the 
present time, The reluctant acknowledgement of the bank- 
ruptcy of the Treasury, most unwillingly made in the special 
message, this ression, calling fora specio! loan ora new issue 
of Treasury notes; the rapid falling off of the prices of labor, 
the reduction of at least one half in the prices of all domestic 
products, proclaim it in lanzusge not to be misunderstood, 
and a voice not 10 be hushed by the heartless, ruthless, sou!- 
less retort of “demagogue,” “bank,” “panic? “monomania.” 


“Benton, tBuehanan. ?Calheun. §Duyean. tReynolds. 
FVanderpoel. **Voring to qualify New Jersey members. 
t¥Case of Mr. Graves’ resolution against Kendall. tiCase of 


Throop, minicter to Naples, §$Case of public printing. 


tiNew Jersey case, 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


June, 1840. 
Pe a STN 
H. of Reps. 


No, sir, no. The heartrending petitions of five hundred 
thousand individuals, now groaning under the weight of inex. 
tricable baukrupicy, would be conclusive of itself, in the 
absence of all other testimony. But, whilet our Chief 
Magistrate and his Secretary admit the distress, they in the same 
breath exclaim with uplifted hands they have had no agency, 
either direct or iudirect, in producing it, Our President, in 
character with all detected transgressors, in the language of 
Macbeth, says— 

“Thou canst not say I did it; 
Shake not thy gory locks at ine.” 

_ Well, sir, this is an important inquiry—an inquiry intimately, 
inseparably, connected with a correct understanding and dis- 
position of the bill under discussion. There is an awful 
responsibility somewhere. The indisputable condition ofour 
finances and our country being as I have described it—must it 
not be conceded by all candid men, that the existing state of 
things is most extraordinary? No domestic or foreign war 
for twenty-eight years—no public debt, when this Administra- 
tion came into power, requiring an oppressive scheme of taxa- 
tion—but, upon the contrary, a large surplus. No pestilence-— 
uo famine—no sudden withdrawal of the ordinary blessings of 
Heaven; but, in the admitted language of the President—“ag if 
Providence intended to display the munificence of its goodness, 
at the moment of our greatest need, and in direct contiast to 
the evils accagioned by the waywardness of man, we have 
been blessed thoughout our ‘extended territory, with 
seasons of general health and uncommon frnitfulness,” with 
“domestic tranquillity and all the elements of prosperity’? 
abounding Why is it, then, we are a distressed people? Why 
is it that embarrassment public and private pervades, that land 
from one extremity to the cther—East—W es!—Northand South 
—leaving no green spot, no oasis of prosperity, upon which 
for one moment to rest the wearied eye, or ielieve the bleedin 
heart, in the mournful contemplation of universal wo ane 
misery? Why is it thatthe present Administration, assuming 
the reigns of Government—with admission of uninterrupted 
frosperity—with an undisputed surplus of twenty -four millions 
of dollars in our National Treasury—now the surplus ex- 
hausted, a naticnal debt of five millions already created at an 
interest of five per cent, besides incidental expenses, with a 
certainty, amounting to demonstration, that from five to ten 
millions more debt will have to be authorized before adjourn- 
ment—the Government thata heavy burrowcr—the Treasury 
practically bankrupt? Why is it one half of our tanks are 
suspended—the country disordered—exchanges ruinonaly un- 
equal and oppressive, the worst of all blights to a nation’s 
prosperity, public or private? Sir, it is impossible to impose, 
any longer, upon the credulity ofthe least informed, and induce 
the belief, thai this is all the result ofeither accident or chance 
—the unavoidable revulsions of commerce—or that it is a “con- 
trived panic gotten up for politreal effect.” There must bea 
cause, a radical cause, somewhere, commensurate with the 
desolating effect, But I have heard it said, upon this floor in 
debate, and elsewhere, that it was not the true partof a patriot 
statesman to stop to inquire into the causes of distress when 
the Government was in want of means, and the people peti- 
tioning for relief; that the generous plilanthropist never in- 
sults the mendicant, by interrogating hiin as to the causes of his 
wants, Thisisthe lancuage of the ingenious sophist, of the 
advocate, conscious of the weakness of his defence. Ihold a 
very different opinion; I consider it the very first duty of a 
sage statesman, when he shall be convinced there isdisease in 
the body politic, to suspend the pronosal or application of a 
remedy unti! he has ascertained the generating cause, the root 
of the malady. This is the practice of all scientific, skilful 
physicians in medicine, The quack alone in politics, as in the 

ealing art, administers tò the surface, and their euccess in 
practice is about equally fortunate. Ic cunsistsin curing one 
complaint by creating another stiit more pernieious. Mr. 
Chairman—} am aware that it is atask of some degree of 
delicacy, and much intrinsic difficulty, (o investigate the 
causes of pubiic and private embarrassment. If the indivi- 
dual who undertakes, fails in such an inquiry, he will not 
only be thenght presumptuous, bnt arrogant; if he touches 
the true causes of distress, he may be compelled to arraign 
persons high in power, and fix upon tbem the charge of 
ignorance, mismanagement, iafidelity, or wilful risrule, and, 
in doing so, as we have had repeated instances during this 
session, be will be censured by the tools of the Executive as 
the instrument of faction and false clamor, or, that which js 
still more utpleasant, he may be complained of by some 
political friend, so fastidious of vatioual honor, or so fuil of 
the milk ofhuman kindness, that he cannot find itin his heart 
to permit an expese of the public delinquency of the rulers of 
this nation—theugh guilty of deeds ofthe most wasteful pro- 
digality, of perfidy, of treachery; of inexcusuble infidelity of 
pubiic trust—without calling, for his labored vindication of 
the Executive—and castigation of the accuser, Sir, in ever 
discharge of public duty, something is to be hazarded. 
Fortunately in this Republic ef ours, the Constitution guaran- 
ties in every man, fromthe Chief Magistrate to the humblest 
private citizen, the privilege in {times of universal distress 
and embarrassment—other rights, than mere complaint over 
the calamities of the country, than mere petition for relief— 
the privilege of inquiring into the true cause of the disease, 
and ofsuggestinga remedy. When thisright shall be denied, 
the people, or the Representatives of the peuple, stifled in its 
exercise on this floor by the despotic ahuse of the previcus 
question, this boasted Republie will cease to be worth its ex- 
penses. Instead of a Government of pro‘ection, it will prove 
a Government of oppression—of tyrannical oy pression—though 
the forms of freedom may remain unimpaired. Holding this 
to be my constitutional privilege, and taking the example of 
the Chief Magistrate as m precedent, E procced to the dis. 
charge of the task at all hazards; and, that I may not be 
amenable tothe imputation of alack of courtesy to the Preci- 
dent, I prupose to notice, m the first place, bis speculations 
upon the causes of the present and past derangements in the 
affairs of this nation, public and private, during the period of 
the past and present Administrations. The Presivent, in hia 
special message of 37, attributed the embarrassments f the 
country, Primarily, “toan overaction in allthe departments 
of business - an over-action, deriving its first impulses from 
aniecedent causes, (deep mystery, profound 1.0n-committal, 
blank sperification,) stimulated to its destructive conrequences 
by exceaszive issues of bank paper.” These were the leading 
causes—eecondary causes—reckless speculation—misapplica- 
tion of labor—the rapid growth of luxurous habits among all 
classes, “rich and poor” live too well, and work too little. 
And, finally, “a general proneness upon the part of the peorie 
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of looking tothe Government for too much.” The throne has 
become impatient with the groans of asuffering people. O, 
the beneficence of modern Democracy! How tender a regard 
for popular Wants and griets! What an example of submis- 
gion to popular will, “the life blood ofa Republic.” Now, sir, 
ìf this be all true, and it shail turn out, upon a fair examination, 
that neither the past or the present Administration, (which is 
merely asupplementto the past, the present rulers being re- 
sponsible for the misconduct of both, as Ishall demonstrate 
pefore Ihave done,) has had any agency in bringing about 
the existing state uf things, I shall be, I acknowledge, most re- 
Juctantly forced to the conclusion thatthe people, with malice 
prepeae, without excuse or apology, have been the cause of 
their own ruin. ButI shall require proof more clear, and 

ing more forcible, than 1 have read in the elaborate 
messagesof the President, or the still more elaborate reporis 
ofthe Secretary of the Treasury, or in the speeches of the 
supporters of the Administration in thisor the other branch of 
Congress, before I will be compelled to this unwilling conclu- 
sion. 


Why, sir, what does this explanation amount to? It | 


resolves itself into this. That we havea very wise and good - 


Administration, but that wo are a very foolish and wicked 
ple—setf-destroy ers—way ward beings— unkind and ungrate- 
ful constituents opposing the measures and vilifying public 


officers, whose whole study and aim is our prosperity and . 


happiness, unalloyed by any selfish motives. Why, sir, if 
these things all be true, I look upon our Chief Magistrate and his 
associates in power as the most unfortunate ofmen. But it 
seems to me, this must be a painful admission, a grievous 
acknowledgment, for a set of doting Democrats, like our 
Chief Magistrate and his friends. What, concede that the 

p'e, the dear people, the intelligent, the virtuous peop!e, 
are not capable of self-government; charge them with know- 
ingly and willingly running headlong into the whirlpool ofem- 
barcassment, in despi:e of the admonitions and intercessions of 
wise and benevolence rulera. This doctrine strikes a death 
baw at the vitalsof Democracy. Itestablishes the supreme 
folly ofthe sages and patriots of the Revolution, who expended 
their treasure, and poured out their blood, in erecting this 
Government, upon the fundamental principle that man 
was capable of self-government, 
afew moments, te look into this matter. Federalist and aristo- 
crat as I am denominated, as well as all others, who question 


lt shall be my purpose, for | 


the infallibiliy of the powers that be, (by the self-styled | 


Democrata,) I interpose, as the advocate of self-government 


) vindicate the people from this false and foul imputation. | 


Itshall be my purpose, in a very concise manner, to prove 
that our difficulties both public and private are mainly, if not 
entirely, juaily ascribable ta the policy-of the past and present 
Administration; to the violent and lawless assaults upon 
useful, necessary, and welltried institutions. The unceasing 


tinkering with the currency, and commerce, its inseparable ! 


handmaid; violating and destroying all the approved and esta. 
tished principles and laws of both, abusing the highest pre- 
rogaiive of the Government, the currency power of the Con- 
aitution, using it as a privileged weapon, of political capital, 
prostituung it to the selfish and sordid purpose of party profit, 


and party asgrandizoment, reckless of the destruction of || 
a 


thousands tens of thousands who feil victims of credulity, 
tothe miserable humbugs that were kept unceasing'y dancing 
before their eyes, recommended and endorsed by the Executive 
and his leading supporters, with the most extravagant assuran- 
ces of sound policy and permanent success. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, to explode this fine theory of the 
President’s to the satisfaction of yuuand ail other believers in 
his infallibility, it is only necessary to call your attention to 
certain paris of the annual message, communicated to Con- 

the present session. Afierthree years’ intense and pro- 
ound study of finance, and coummerce, the President has dis- 
covered that hia confident speculations of a the embar- 
rassments of the country were ali a mistake, altogether a 
superficial view of the subject. President having turned 
his a:tention to the Investigation of the prefound mysteries of 
trade, exchange, credit and finance, with a confidence un- 
wavering, and a satisfaction associated with self-congratulations, 
unfolde to Congress and the country, the unsuspected and un- 
discovered cause of the universal euspension of our banks, in 
1837; the embarrassment of the finances, and the universal 
derangement of comuerce and business of all kinds. He traces 
itwiih a clearness, as he says, that puts to rest all dispute; 
that the radical, fundamental cause is to be found in the de- 
pendence of the trade, exchange, banking system, and credit 
system of this country, upon the ‘money power” in Great 
Britaio,—the Bank of Engiand. The President in his message 
undertakes, in his way, to anatomize the principles and laws 
of trade, exchange and credit; and so satisfactory are the re- 
sults of his examination, to hisown mind, that he concludes it 
mut be an admitted axiom, now and heareafter in the science 
of potitical economy—that such is the indissoluble connection 
between the commerce and banking system of this country 


andthe commerce and banking system of Great Britain, that | 


the prosperity of trade, the solidity of ihe currency and credit 
of the United States, is ‘ostered, cherished and supported by the 
forbearance and smiles, and can be blighted and destroyed by 
the frowns or nod of the “money power of Great Britain, the 
Bank of England.” That such is the natural link of con- 
nection,between the banks, curreney, trade and credit of this 
country, with with the money power of England, that her influ- 
ence over all these essential and vital interests—vi.a] to our 
Prosperity asa people—vital to our liberty as a free nation 
—is abeolute, supreme, omnipotent. If this be true, we are in 
& mes deplorable condition; it is positively humiliating to 
the mindefevery patriot; andas thistheory swallows up the 
Previous speculations of the President and has received the 
solemn endorsement—the fulsome laudation of several dis- 
tinguished followers ofthe President in both branches of Con- 
gem. “This sober second thought” deserves examination. It 
Dot being my lot to be one of the believers in the infallibility of 
the President, upun questions of currency and finance, I am 
disposed to doubt the correctness of his conclusions. 1go fur- 
ther; I say their fallacy is exposed, broadly contradicted by ex- 
Leathe the mother oftrue wisdom in finance and trade. by 
plain and indisputable historic facts, Lethistory speak upon 
the subject. In 1791, we had in this country several State banks, 
aad a United Staes Bank; a commerce with England and the 
World. The Bank of Engiand had existed a century, just, in 
1794, when it suspended specie payments, by order of the 
rivy Couneil, and continued suspended for twenty-eight euc- 
cessive years, by acts of restriction eracted by Parliament. 
ithe mean time our commerce continued prosperous, with 
slight revulsiona, with England aod the world. Our National 
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B vk felt noshock from the suspension of the Bank of England 
—ithe money power of Great Britain, it continued without inter- 
ruption, to redeem its notes in gold and silver, feeding com- 
merce and receiving support fh return—aiding our finances for 
twenty years, the life ofits charter. The State banks vastly 
increasedin the mean time; with now an then an exception, pre- 
serving their currency sound, redeeming thetr paper in specie. 
This brings us down in the hiatory oi this country tothe year 
1811, when the Bank of the United States expires by the limita- 
tions of its charter—Congress refusesa re-charter; State banks 
ate multiplied; preserve their credit, as a system; redeem their 
notes in gold and silver, until by the disasters and calamities 
ofwar, a portion are forced to suspend; the suspensicn only 
partial. In 18!6,a new United States Bank is established, for 
twenty years, goes into operation in 18i7; by the aid of 
the United States Bank, the generous aid of the General 
Government, the State Banks, in a body, rise and pay specie. 
The United States Bank and State banks preseve their credit: 
furnish a safe and sound circulating medium; redeem their 
notes in goldand silver, without an hour’s suspension until 
the month of May 1837—twenty long years. The Bank of 
England continuing suspended until 1828. This great central 
money power, around which all other money powers resolve, 
according to the recent discovery of our learned Chief Magis- 
trate. Now, sir, in the face of these plain historic facts known 
or should be known, to every tyro in political economy, the 
President, this modern Turgot, gravely tells Congress, the coun- 
try, and the civilized world, that this nation has not now, nor is 
itin the power of Government to create, a sound paper currency; 
such ig the degraded dependence of trade, currency, exchange, 
and credit of this country, upon the money power of Great 
Britain—the Bank of England. Thatasuzpe.sion, yea an unfa- 
vorable breath, from this moneyed monster, strikes our com- 
merce with aparalysis, and explodes our currency. Sir, the 
naked historic facts i have briefly enumerated, not only refutes 
the flimsy sophism ofthe message, but they establish, as far 
as long tried experience can establish the truth of any proposi- 
tion, that there exists a power in this Governmont, a safe power, 
a beneficial power, to create acurtency, that defies the money 
power of Great Britian and the world to impair its uniformity or 
affect its solidity. 

Mr. Chairman, having laid bare the policy ofthe boasted 


; “second thought” of the President, not by flat denial, not by 


counter theory or speculation, or argument of my own, but by 
the use ofbetter weapons, plain, indisputable, unvarnished his- 
torical truths. I now return to the theory of 1837. This deserves 
Critical analysis, not fer ite profundity, but because of the high 
authority reflected by official station. That the overtrading, 
overbanking, and overspeculating, enumerated by the President 
in his message of 1837, as the causes of the embarrassment and 
distress that then afflicted the country were the Immediate 
operating causes no one doubts, no one disputes, every candid 
man concedes the position. But this admission does not at all 
meet the inqniry, itis altogether superficial, it does not prove 
the question to the bottom, itisa surface view. The question 
still recurs, what produced this overtrading, cverbanking, over- 
speculating? What where the “antecedent causes that stimula- 
ted’? ali this, so modestly hinted at, so softly touched, so deli- 
caer broached, by tke President in the same paragraph. In 
the language of the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Reynolds) 
“here hangs the law andthe prophets.” The causes, enu- 
merated by the President, were nothing, but the irresistible 
effectsof primary causes. It is due then to truth, and a fair 
understanding ofthis question, to look deeperinto this subject, 
trace through these secondary causes, to the “antecedent” 
causes; the fountain—the root of the evil, I now propose 
to prosecute this inquiry. I have already said that the 
embarrassment and distress was attributable to the measures 
and policy of the past and §presept Administrations.. This is 
my humble opinion was the cause; cause abundantly sufficient; 
cause fully adequate to the effect; sound philosophy requires 
no further assignment of cauzes. I now propose to establish 
my position. A true, succinct, and intelligible summary of the 
causes may be stated in the following manner:— 

First. The embarrassment and distress have grown out of 
overtrading and over-speculating. Second. The overtrading 
and overspeculating have mainly proceeded from overbanking. 
Third. The overbanking was engendered by the destruction of 
the United States Bank and the removal of the public deposites, 
coupled with the existence of a largė surplus in the National 
Treasury, which enabled the State deposite banks to increase 
their discounts fifty millions. Fourth. This excessive surplus 
was derived altogether from the sales of the public lands. 
Fifth. Tho extraordinary sales of the public lands, by the 
unwise policy of rushing the most choice lands into market 
treble as fastas the demand for cultivation required, stimu- 
lated by the facilities furnished speculators from the depasite 
banks. Sixth Theee facilities are derived from the instruc- 
tions of the President and the Secretary to grant loans freely to 
supply the vacuum produced by the withdrawal of the branches 
of the United States Bank. This ismy humble judgment 13 a 
fair summary ofthe causes of the embarrassment and distress 
in 1837. But for auxiliary causes, causes for which the Ad- 
ministration were equally responsible, the catastrophe might 
have been postponed, he suspension possibly would have 
been only partial, but for the adoption of other Government 
measures. I doubt not but the manner of executing the 
deposite act, coupled with tke pernicious effect of the specie 
circular, upon the currency, banks and trade of the country, 
hastened the suepension; a catastrophe unavoidable and in- 
dependent of these collateral causes, g 

Now, Mr. Cahirman, to the proof in support of the foregoing 
propositions. The first and second propositions being admitte 
truths, conceded on all hands, they stand as axiomsin the con- 
troversy. The third proposition is controverted, flatly con- 
tradicted in this debate, and the responsibility attempted to 
be thrown upon the shoulders of the Opposition. It is an im- 
portant proposition, itdemangs calm and cool inquiry and con- 
sideration; in fact it is the gist of the whole matter. When we 
have settled who caused the immense increase of bank capital, 
and the exceesive issues, we bave fixed the sin of responsibility 
for the afflictions of this country upon the proper shoulders. 
proceed to establish my view of the subject by history and 
figures. The charter of the Bank of the United States did_not 
expire by its limitation until March, 1£36, yet the past Admi- 
nistration opened hostilities upon it early as 1829. 1 do not in- 
tend here to stop and go into the reasons of this premature 
assault, thoughthat it was purely Wied is susceptible of 
proof satisfactory to any uprejudiced mind. The war upon the 
bank progressed with unabatable fury unti! 1632; Congress 
pases a bill of recharter, the President vetoed the bill. In 1883 
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Congress passed a resolution declaring the Bank sound, and, 
the public deposites secure in its vaults; the President, by Ex- 
ecutive order, the same year, Commanded the removal of the 
deposites. March, 1836, the charter expired; the Bank went 
out of existence. This isthe Listory of the United States Bank 
from 1829 to 1836. New, sr, let us look into the history of the 
State banks forthe same pericd. First, their number in 1829; 
second, their increase up to 1887; third, the increase of their 
capital; fourth, the increase of circulation; fifth, deposites, 
Habilities on bills and depositea; and see what light cold statis- 
tice will shed upon this much disputed subject. On the first 
of January in the following yars, the condition of the State 
banks was as follews:— 


Millions of Dollars. 

me li oer an E, 

Years. No. B’ks, Capital. Leans. Bills. Deposites, Liabilities 

on bills & 

eposIles. 
1830 320 145 200 61 56 {i7 
1834 506 200 324 95 76 171 
1835 558 231 X5 1% 83 187 
1836 567 252 4&8 140 5 236 
1837 677 324 51 186 155 341 


By this tabie, Mr. Chsirman, which is accurately taken from 
the various reports oi the Secretary of the Treasury, it appears 
that, in the short space of seven years, commencing with the 
first year of the past Administration and the declaration of war 
upon the United States Bank, end ending with the destruction 
of that institution, the number of State banks doubled—their 
capital more than doubled—tkeir loans trebled—their circula- 
tion trebled—their liabilities on bills and deposites trebled. 

Tnow offer the statistics to the committee, to establish the , 
fourth proposition, which, together with the fifth and sixth, 
are only corollaries of the third:— 


Years. Receipts from sale of Receipts from Expenditures. 
ands. Customs. 

1833 3,976,652 29,032,508 24,257,298 

1834 857 600 16,214,957 24,601,982 

1835 14,757,600 19,391,310 17,673,141 

1836 24.877,179 23,409,940 568, | 


1837 6 776,236 11. 169,290 37,266,037 

The table I have just read establishes conclneiyely, the4th pro- 
position. Itisaccurately compiled from the different reports 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. Ihave read ihis table for a 
double purpose. lst. To surain the proposition as connected 
with this subject. 2d. To explode an error that hasipsinuated 
itself into the head of many Southern politicians, That the 
surplus revenue in the ‘Treasury, such a frightful source of evil, 
hag arisen from the tariff of ’28. A perfect delusion, nothing 
more fallacious, ne truth in it. figures contradict it. Nothing 
but an omission to examine tke statistics, ever could have im- 
pressed upon the mind of any One, so erroneous a conclusion, 
My 5th proposition is fully teaintained by the tables] have 
read. Tnow ask the attention of the committee to the evidence 
in support of the 6th propositi¢n. This is an important pro- 

osition, in the prosecution of this injuiry. I intend to make 
it clear beyond quibble; holdiy and unblusbingly as it haa been 
denied on this flzor, in the progress of this debate. I hope the 
committee will indulge me somewhat in detail upon this point. 
This question of who caused the excessive issuee, I intend to 
place beyond any cavil. I read in the first place from the 
manifesto of the President ia 1633; speaking upon the subject 
of the removal of the deposites, he says: ‘The funds of the 
Government will not be annihilated by being transferred, they 
will immediately be issued for the benefit of trade; andif the 
Bank of the “United States curtails its loans, the Btate banke, 
strengthened by the deposites, will extend theirs.” 

Again, upon this point, ¥ now read from the instructio} 
Taney, whilst Secretary of the Treasury, imit 
order removing the depositesin ’33. Onthe 9hot October, 
Mr. Taney wrote as follows to the deposite banks throughout 
the country, commanding them to open their vaults to the 
people. Thisis bis emphatic language: ‘The deporitesdf tle 
publie money will enable ga ord increased faciliies:to - 
the commercial and: other of the community; aad the 
Department anticipates from you the adoption of such a course 
respecting your accommodations, aa will prove acceptable 
tothe people and eafeto the Government.” But, eir, 1 hold 
in my hand testimony of much more recent date—testimony 
that comes directly home to the present Chief Magistrate and 
hia Secretary. J isa short letter, 1 will read the whole of it. 
Itspcaks volumes upon thie point; and not only upon this 
point; it eheds a ficod of light upon other points, vitally 
material in this discussion. J will read the letter: 

“Treasury DEPARTMENT, January 29th, 1837. 

“Tn selecting your institution as one of the fiscal agents of the 
Government, I need only rely on its solidity as affording a 
suificient guarantee for the safety of the public money en- 
trusted te its keeping, but I confide also in its disposition to 
adapt the most liberal course which circumatances will admit, 
towards oiher institutions. The deposite of the public money 
willenable you to afford increased facilities tothe commercial 
and other classes of the community; and the Department antici- 
pates irom you the adoption ef such a course, respecting your 
accommodation, as will prove acceptable to the peopie and 
safe to the Government. . 

1 am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
gs, MERRELLesq: President, &c.” 

Now, sir, [must analyze this letter. Thers are some re- 
markable features in it; though it is written with much brevity. 
In the first place, T call the attention of the committee to the 
date—dates are sometimes ali important—Jan. 29, 1839, three 
short months before the suspension. The universal explosion, 
subsequent, (as I will show, inthe course of my remarks, before 
I have done,) i0 a conversation of the President and a dis- 
distinguished Senator, in which they agree, there muet very 
shortly be an explusion, at atime when thcre was fifty millions 
of public moneys in these deposite banks. _ Another remarka- 
ble feature in this epistle, it isto be found in tke concluding 
sentence. Compare it with the last sentence inthe Secretary 
Taney’s—verb ard letter, therame. It would seem from this 
exact phaseology, in the material part of these letters, that from 
Oct. ’83, one short month after the order for the removal ofths 
deposites, the depariment kepta form of instructions to thess 
banks, commanding free diseounts. Such an order eeems to 
have become a part of the official duty of the Secreta With 
evidences indieputed and indisputable, 
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evidences from the hands of ths highest officers of the party in 
power, the same party now not only vehemently oppose an 
expansion of bank discounts, but ntterly repudiate the use of 
the public drposites, as a basi, for discounts. And this is not 
all. Inthe face of these netorians facts, facts well known to 
every reading man, we had it boldly asserted, in this debate, by 
the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Williams, ) 
likewise other gentlemen, thasthe Administration were not re- 
sponsible for the excessive isages of bank paper. The gentle- 
man trom New Work, Mr. Vanderpoel, mixes the assertion, 
that the Administration had vo agency in causing the over 
issue of the State banks, but bro idly alleges that the United 
Rate Bank—the monster—was responsible. What lamenta 
ble ignorance; or what unpardonable turpitude ! 

In connection with this topis, L must ask the indulgence of 
the committee, whilst I putto rest another disputed point. It 
was asserted in debate, on yesterday, by the honorable gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, that the Administration was in no 
way responsible for the vast increase of banks and bank 
capital, Not only so, sir; but that the Cpposition had been the 
cause ofall this. Unfounded in fact as the charge is, it has 
to be refuted, or it goes to the country, endorsed by an honora- 
ble member of Congress, with the confirmation, drawn from 
silence, that the assertion was true beyond a dispute. Should it 
remain unnoticed and unanswered, reckless as every one 
knows it to be, who is acquainted with the facts, yet it will 
mislead many. Now for the facts and figures upon this point. 
Twill take the years 1835-6, which are selected, because dur- 
ing those years, a greater amount of the bank capital was 
created, than any two years within the period constituting the 
bank mania. 

Thold in my hand a table, from which I read, containing a 
condensed statement of the number of banks chartered, and the 
amount of their capital, durir g 35—6. 


States, No. Capital. 
Maine, (V. B.) 23 $1 ,600.000 
Maasachuestts, (Op.) 33 6,820,000 
Rhode Islaad, (V. B.) 3 350,000 
Vermont, (Pp.) 1 309,009 
New York, (V. B) 12 5,250,000 
New Jersey, (V. B. 1 200.000 
Pennsylvania, (V. B} 6 36,700,000 
Maryland, (Op.) a 16,600,000 
Alabama, (V. B.) 1 5,000,000. 
Arkansas, <V. B.) 2 3,509,090 
Michigan, V. B.) 9 3,250,000 


Now, I read a condensed statement of the banks existing, 
which have been authorized (¢ enlarge their capital, and the 


amounis. 
Massac':-usatts (Op.) 23 $3,600,000 
New York, (V. B.) 2 570 000 


Pennsyivania, (V. B.» 4 4,150,000 
New Tsy, (Op.) 4 975,000 
Alabama, (V. B.) 1 2,900,000 

As evidence that the Siage legislatures only acted in ac- 
cordance with the wishes and advice of the leaders of the party 
in power, our present Chief Magistrate at the head, I wiil read 
an extract from the official organ, of December 1833; exultingiy 
it says: “The new coalition have labored in vain; every Western 
State is about to establish a State bank institution. Ohio, 
Tadiana, Iois, Missouri and Kentucky, are resolved to take 
cate of themselves, and no longer depend on the kind guardian- 
ship of B ddie, Clay & Co.” Immeiiately after this manifesto, 
Ohio and every other Western Administration State, esta- 
biished state banks with heavy capitals. And yet, Opposition 
Membersare tə sit here and ve told, that the unblushing state. 
ment isto go furth to the country, endorsed by a speech ofan 
honorabie member of Congress—that the party with Mr. Van 
Buren at its head, and the official organ at its tail, now and 
ever has bezn opposed to the creation of State banks. and the 
enlargement of bank capital, and the increase ef bank issues, 
What unqualified impudence! what daring mendacity! To 
return to the causes of the distress. Tis not aliule curious to 
seehow great minds differ on the same point. Whilst our 
President held the theory I have been analyzing, the Secretary 
ofthe Treasury—this modern Necker—lookedl deeper intothe 
subject and ia his pailosophical researches, he perceives dia- 
tinctly, the leading cause to be the over production of cotton. 

The honorable Senator from South Carolina,” in ?37, dives 
tany fathoms deeper into this obstrus2 question, and traces it 
to a demonsiration, to the “connectiun of the Government 
revenues with the banks. He, like the President, however, 
after intense study upon the mysterous subject, havicg looked 
In the meantime, minutely into statistics, finds that he was 
altogether mistaken in 57, and now sees witha vision as clear 
asa sunbeam, that to the Tariff, the abominable Tariff of 725 
isto be ascribed all the iils that have afflicted this country, 
sincethatpeiiod. Tne honorable gentleman from New York, 
(Mr, Vander oel,) with a sagacity inimiiable, explodes all these, 
theories, and fixed beyond the hope of escape, and beyond the 
reach of mistake, at leasc in his own estimation, all the existing 
aad past distress, upon the “dead monster.” Thus we have 
exhibied—a strange paradox—no two dociors agreeing upon 
the cause of the disease; yet, all uuiting and recommending 
with unwivering confidence, the same remedy. Upon the 
learned theory of Dr. Sangrado, I sup jose, who recommended 
“blood-letting? and “warm water’? for ail complaints, the 
political Joctors in power swear thatthe Sub-Treasury is the 
great panacea fur all diseases in finance—:heinfallible measure of 
safety and deliverance forthe distresses ofthe people. 

Mr. Chairman, having completed my remarks upen the 
causes of the “distress? } proceed to the consideration of 
another topic, intimately connected with the measure be- 
fore the committee—a question preliminary to the dis- 
cussion of the main question on your table. I refer 
to the circumstances wader which this bill is pressed 
upon the country. Itis contended by the President and his 
friends, that the passage of this bill is demanded by the popu- 
lar will, I consider this an important pointin this debate. It 
deserves cool and dixpassionate inquiry. In a Government 
like ours, based upon popular will, it matters not whether this 
acheme be, asits supporters contend, a measure of “safety and 
deliverance,” ora measure pregaant with ruin and we, as its 
opponents contend; yet, if the decided voice of the people de- 
mand its adoption, the argument is at an end, withou: doing vi- 
olence to true Republican principlest “Absolute acquies- 
cence inthe decisions of the majority, the vital principle of 
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Republics, from which there is no appeal but to force, the vi- 
tal principle and inmediwe parent of despotism.” Let us then 
scrutinize ihis matter, see how the facts stand. And that 
there may be no yuibbis about the correct standard by which 
to test the decision of tle peupie upon this subject, I propose to 
the committee, we try this grave point by the standard of popu- 
lar will, as laid down by the Chief Magistrate—‘the great 
apostle of Democracy,’—in his Siate papers. In his celebrated 
letter to my colleague, fie Hon. S. Woirrans.] we find these 
sound Democratic doctrines. He speaks of “the great moral 
iutluence, io which the often expressed opinion ofa majority of 
the people ina Republic rement is entided’?) In the 
same epistle, he d.scours abiding reliance on the vir- 
tue and intelligence of the people,” and deprecates with horror 
any disregard of the “willofihe people, under any plausible 
pretences whatever, ar 2 fatal blow to the cause of self-govern- 
ment.” Again, this chiefof Democracy urges the necessity of 
“rigitly and manfally maintaining the supremacy of the popu- 
lar will upon all occasions”? and mournfully denounces its 
prostration as the death blow of Republican principles.” These 
sentiments are substantially repeated in thespecial message. I 
will not consume the time ofthe committee by reading them. 
Į cannot, however, omit to cal! the attention of the committee to 
the principles contained in Chat message, in regard te two other 
measures— measures involving the same subject matter of this 
Measures antageuistical. The President assumes in this 
message, that “agaia to create a National Bank would be to dis- 
regard the popular will, twice svlemaly and unequivecally ex- 
pressed.” Again, he asserts, “the establishment of such a 
bank would impair the rightful supremacy of the pepular 
will.’ 

Never, sir, dida sober minded man labor under a g:eater de- 
lusion than our worthy Chief Magistrate, 1n supposing that any 
canvass he hasever made before the American people, turned 
upon the recharterof the United States Bank. Jn the first in- 
stance alluded to, he was the mere aj, pendage to the ticket of 
General Jacksun for the office ofthe Vice Presidency, without 
inquiry or care, òn the part of the people, as to his political 
opinions. Besides, there is a cruel death blow to this reference. 
In this very canvass he recei a minority of the popular vote 
of the United states. In the second caavass alluded to, the 
recharler of the Bank was not agiiated, and could not be consi- 
dered atallas a test question, inasmuch as? two of the three 
competing candidates, were opposed to the recharter; no issue 
direct was made upon the measure. Batthisisimmortal. My 
object is simply to apply the same standard of popular senti- 
men’ tothe Sub-Treasury bill upon the table, that the President 
applie? to the Bank, erasting him his premises, and then let us 
see how the question stands. Ta the ainnal message of 1837, 
this language wii! be fonad speaking of theaciion of Congress 
atthe special session: “Your atten ion was inviled to the neces- 
sity ofadditional ive provisions in respect to the collect- 
ing, keeping, ani disbursing of the public money. On that oc- 
casion, three modes of performing this branch of the public 
service were presented for cossiderat'on—the creation of a Na- 
tional Bank, the Stat. bank deposite sysiem, and the Sub Trea- 
sury system, Considevi opinions of both houses of Con- 
gress on the first two p ‘ expressed in the negative, 
in which I entirely co meressary forme again to 
recurtothem. in respect to the last measure, you have had an 
epportunity, since your mjournmentnot only to test suil furiher 
the expepiency of the measur by the continual practical ope- 
ration of such parts of it as are now in force, but also to disco- 
ver, what shoul! ever bo sought forand regarded with the ut- 
most deference, the opinions and w shes of the people. The 
national willis the supreme Jaw ofthe Republic, and should be 
faithfully obeyc.i by the public servants.” The conclusion to 
which the Presiteat arrived from the premises, is, to say no 
thing harsher oft, alittle remarkeble. The opinion of the popu- 
lar branch of Congress, at the called session, was unfavorable to 
each of the three me and the conciusion of the President, 
deducibie from this decision, is, thatthe first two are definitely 
cettled, and that the third remains open for consideration and 
adoption, The President assumes and protests, in that mes- 
gage, that the principle of res jwciicata, does not apply to this 
measure, by the decisionof Congress atthe special session 
egainst iit; heappeals from Co ssto the people; the issue is 
distinctly made up in the clections of 1837; the Sub-Treasury 
becoines the great cardinal measure of the Administration—the 
touchstone of modern Demos ; the measure goes before the 
peopicunder (he most auspicious clreumstances for popular 
acceptation and approbation, an overwheiming majority of the 
peopie havin ne ediheir confidence in its au- 
thors, with r} i inthe Hermitage. The labor- 
ed oxpose of the Pre aid bis Secretary of the Treasury, 
coatainedin the mes: andthe report communicated to Con- 
gress at the called session, had been cireniated and read through- 
outthe nation; one ofthe antagonistical measures defunct, 
dead; the other suspended, sineken down with a universal 
paraiysis With ali these advantages, what was the decision 
of the tribunal chosen, selected, by the President to pass and 
determine upon ta and ebo Iwill state the decision to 
the committee; it isa deci: ng entirely of figures, 
At the November elecdion, an Buren was supported 
by fifteen J his popular m y over a'l his competitors 
27,618 votes, his oni the fiscal agent of the Go- 
vernment at thiet k deposite system, the 
choire system att H; the called session in- 
tervenes; the bani done l and denounced; the election 
of 1857 takes place: cix of the ff con Sates that veted for the 
5 and unite with the Opposition, 
leaving the proortion precisely reversed, fiite 
against him, eleven for him; popular vote against him and his 
favorite measure the Sub-Treasury, majoriry one huadred and 
eight thousaad; to which add the 27.615 majority by which he 
was elecied, gy i short space ofmine months 
againstthe Admini S votes, produced and stimu- 
Inted by populer hosiiiity tothe adcprion of the Sub-Treasury, 
the favorite measure of the rulers ofthe party. Never slice 
this was aGoverminent dil tueclections turn so exclusively, 
upon a single is Iated question. C. s3 meets onthe first 
Monday of December, afier the varions elections had taken 
place. giving the results I havereadl to the committee. The 
President had ali the evidence cf the recent expression of popu- 
lar will before him in figures, undisputed and indisputable. 
How did heregard i? How did he treatit? How did he car- 
ry out in practice the hizh wrought theory of Democracy, I 
have just read from his famous electioncering letter? Did he 
acquiesce in the decision of the majority of rhe people? No, 
sir; in his own emphatic language, lie suys,in his annual mes- 
sage of 1837, speaking of the Sub-Lreasury, recommending its 
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passage again to the favorable consideration of Congress: “g 
have found no reason to change my own opinion.” Not only go, 
not content with a scornful disregard of the will of the people, 
in erder to impair this unqualified veto of the people upon his 
favorite scheme, and to court some of his dissenting ¿members 
ofCongress into compliance to Executive will, and force this 
measure upon the country “nolens volens,” willing or ‘unwil- 
ling, he unblushingly charges the people with bribery, bought 
up by bank influence; and this libel upon the virtue of the 
American people, endorsed by the highest officer of the nation 
has gone forth to the four quarters of the world as evidence 
ofthe corruption of a free Government. Whata fulfilment of 
the declaration “that the will ofthe people, under no plausi- 
ble pretences whatever, is to be disregarded;”? what “a faithful 
obedience upon the part of the public servant” to the decision 
of the majority of the people. But this is notall. The Presi. 
dent, in his annual message of 1837, renews his recommenda. 
tion of the Sub-Treasury, but with very great modifications, 
Perceiving that he had overestimated the gullibility of the peo- 
plein his financial plan of 1837, he qualifies it materially in hig 
annual message; he omits the specie clause, the most funda- 
mental half of the measure; he omits the bankrupt measure 
another most essential feature of the system; and in order to 
make it stiil more palatable to | is friends in this House, he re- 
commends that the plan might very well embrace the use of 
Siate banks as depositaries, to be used at the “voluntary” and 
“discretionary” will of the Executive, whenever he might deem 
it “advisable” or “profitable; a legal connection of the Go- 
vernment and banks, an idea notary longer to be entertained in 
the judgment of the President; a loose, ‘voluntary, discretion. 
ary,” unlawful, undefined, unrestrained, adulterous connection, 
might be “desirable”? and “profitable ” In conclusivn, upon 
this topic in that message, he says: “I recommend the whole 
matter to your dispassionate reflection.” The measure is taken 
upin the Senate, passes—omitting the specie clause—cemes to 
this House, the popular body of Congress, members all fresh 
from their constituents: here it was indignantly laid on the ta- 
ble; a movement csteemed in parhamentary courtesy contemp- 
tuous—a contempt justly due an Executive measure from the 
immediate representatives of the people, under all the circum- 
stances, Cne would have supposed that “a public servant,” 
acknowledging “the rightful supremacy of the opinions and 
wishes of the people,’ would have sutunitted to these repeated 
decisions, and suffered the project to have here slept the sleep 
ofdeath. But did he do so? No,sir. The President considers 
this no test, Ife appeals from the second decision of the popu- 
lar branch of Congress again to the people. ‘The issue is fairly 
made up—all the candidates for office, State and National, take 
it up and discuss it~every press argues and discusses it—it is 
made emphatically the question of party orthodoxy—every 
friend of the Administration who refused to give in his support 
at the sacrifice of judgment and of conscience, was read out of 
the church, and branded by every ruthless press of the party, 
fron the official organ to tbe village thumb paper, as a “deserter 
and an apostate.” With the canvass thus conducted, the elec- 
tion of 1838 comes off, anda popular majority against the Admi- 
nistration and the Sub-Treasury of 110,550 votes; an increase of 
two thousand over the majority of°37. Here the President had 
two decisions of the popular branch of Congress against his 
scheme, once in 1837, in its origina) shape—again in 1938, in its 
modified form. He had, in addition, “the popular will, twice 
solemnly and unequivocally expressed” againstit. To disre- 
gard which, be pronounces the death blow to Republican prin- 
ciples, in his famous letter. And yet, Mr. Chairman, with all 
these unequivocal evidences before him of popular displeasure 
and pepular indignation against the Sub-Treasury, the President 
says, atthe opening of the next session of Congress, in his an- 
nnal message, “my opinion as to the safekeeping and disburse- 
ment of the public money, has been already submitted to you— 
(the Sub-Treasury plan.) These have been strengthened by 
recent events.” Gracious God! whata pure Democrat! Con- 
gress again acts upon the measure—this House, the people's 
branch, rejects it twice this sessicn—once in the shape of a bill 
from the Senate, and again upon a bi!l from the Committee of 
Ways and Means. With four unbroken decisions of the popu. 
lar branch of Congress against this scheme, the popular will 
twice solemnly expressed against it, now, in the year of our 
Lord 1840, with no evidence of any abatement of popular hosti- 
lity to the measure, our President, this high priest of Democra- 
cy, in his annual message, recommends and presses upon Con- 
gress the consideration and adoption of this scheme, in its most 
odious shape, with all its anpurtenant measures—Treasury 
notes, Treasury drafts, discretionary powers to issue Govern- 
ment paper to meet fluctuations and unexpected deficiencies, 
notomilting the bankrupt measure; and in despite of the popu- 
lar will, in despite of lamentation here ot elsewhere, is doomed 
to become the law of the land, under circuinstances that will 
stamp the law and its authors with a mark of infamy as lasting 
as the rock of ages, carried by the votes of members occupying 
seats upon this floor, at the sacrifice of the elective franchise, in 
open desecration of the Constitution of the State they misrepre- 
sent, as well asthe Constitution ofthe United States, and by the 
aid of other members, courted into compliance by the allure- 
ments of office, or driven into support by the terrors of ruthless 
proscription. aed 7 f . 
Mr. Chairman, I cannot omit to notice, in connection with this 
branch of the snbject, a remarkable passage in the special mes- 
sage of 1807. It is inthese words: ‘If a Chief Magistrate may 
be allowed to speak for himself ou such a point, I can truly say 
that tome nothing would be more truly acceptable than the 
withdrawal from the Executive, to the greatest practical extent, 
ofall concern in the custody and disbursement of the public re- 
venue.” What a beautiful illustration of the sincerity of this 
sentiment, is contained in the facts I have just laid before the 
committee! What Executive responsibility or Executive duty 
requires this high grant of power? this union of the purse and 
sword in the hands of the President? Despotism, in its most 
odious form. How happens it that no other Chief Magistrate, 
fram the formation of the Government, has considered a Sube 
Treasury even proper, much less as indispensably necessary, to 
enable the Executive to discharge its duties to the Constitution 
and the convry, in the custody and disbursement of the public 
revenues?” But, sir, it would seem nothing would be more 
painful to the Chief Magistrate, than the necessity ef exercising 
any unnecessary Executive power—that nothing would be 
more agreeable “than the withdrawal of all concern in the cvs- 
tody and disbursement of the public revenues.” History, Mr. 
Chairman, is full of examples like this—examples of this same 
reluctant assumption of power have displayed themselves in all 
ages, and all countries—in monarchies, in despotisme, in repub+ 
lics, in ancient as well as modern times. Cæsar crossed the for: 
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bidden Rubicon, marched into Rome, entered the sacred tem- 
ple, and seized with a lawless hand the public treasure; yet we 
that he did it under a painful necessity—he would most 
cheerfully have avoided the demand of imperative duty—no sel- 
dizement, no unhallowed ambition, stimulated the 
deed—in the name of the people, and for the ood of the people, 
Casar assumed these high powers. In the days ofa more mo- 
dern Commonwealth, we have another distinguished example, 
Cromwell, who with heartfelt reluctance, and under painful 
n headed a band of soldiers, and drove out, at the point 
of the bayonet, the members of Parliament, the people’s repre- 
sentatives. Yet Cromwell was actuated by no venal motives. 
“jn the name of the Lords and the people,” he exclaims, “I 
drive you hence.” N 

k was no less painful to Richard the Third to accept the 
bloody crown of his murdered relations, when pressed upon 
him by the importunities of his minions, and by his own pro- 
curement; but, like our faithful Prepinant Richard could not 
resist the call ofthe people, saying, in the language of nature’s 
poef tT am not made of stone, 

But penetrable to your kind entreaties, 
Albeit against my conscience and my soul.” 

But, Mr. Chairman, there is an example of more recent oc- 
currence, and more analogous in all its features. When the 
illustrious predecemor ofthe present Chief Magistrate, without 
authority of law, seized the public treasure of the nation, he 
was not prompted by any mercenary or ambitious motives. He 
had neither avarice nor ambition to gratify, in giving this high 
Executive order, overriding all law. He felt no interest in 
wansmitting his office to a favorite successor. He did it for the 
pure and patriotic purpose of saving the liberties of the coun- 
iry, and that, tvo, with “‘unfeigned pain and reluctance.” There 
je a remarkable coincidence in the similitude of expression, 
as well as sentiment, in the paragraph read from the mes- 


sage of the present President, and a paragraph which I will now 
read from the manifesto of the President of that day to his Ca- 
binet. 


“He says: “It would ill become the Executive branch of the 
Government to shrink from any duty which the law imposes 
upon it.” Whatanexact likeness! What a unity of thought! 
What a faithful following in the Tooistep | Who can read 
these sentences and doubt about the authorship? Who so dull 
as not to trace the same glosses and disguises, to conceal a high 
usurpation of Executive power? The same mind dictated both. 
The same hand penned both. The same ambition prompted 
both. What was then in a state of embryo—“half concealed— 
half disclosed’*—is by the eof this bill about to be con- 
gummated. He who inserted ir. that manifesto the short and 
pithy sentence, “that money was power,” spoke fiom experi- 
ence, having long and successively practised upon the princi- 

es in his own State— “that to the victors belong the spoils.” 

e has thireted for the last ten years to insinuate the same prin- 
ciple in the administration of the General Government. No 
man believes more irplieitly in thetruth of the maxim, that 
‘money isthe sinew of politics as well as war,” than the Chief 
Magistrate of this nation—none has greater acknowledgments 
to make to its kind influence. It is not surprising, that he holds 
an unyieding grasp upon the treasure of the nation. Sir, open 
and bold usurpations never alarm me. I fear no danger of the 
perpetuity of this Government, from the assaults of the manly 

tor despot. Ican look with some forfearance upon the 
unjust pretensions to power, asserted and defended upon prin- 
ciple; yet, whilst I protest, Iam no alarmist. Whilst I c aim 
tobe one who has ‘never despaired of the Republic,” in the 
goomiest hour of the successive storms and whirlpools of Ex- 
ecutive vsurpation, which it has through tn the last ten 
years, yet, I must confess, when e 
tioned to be legalized, as this bill proposes and will accomplish, 


when I see the indifference with which many, and the zeal with - 


which others, sustain this measure—a measure striking down 
atone fell blow the balance of the Constitution-—unhinging, its 
*- checks, its great conservative principle—wresting from Con- 
gress and the people the guardianship of the public money— 
uniting in the hands of the President the sword and the money 
power, I am forced to acknowledge it inspires me with some 
concern for the permanency of our free institutions. These are 
not the gloomy forébodings of a distempered imagination. It is 
not mere matter of criticism. It is no panic picture. Despo- 
tism never shows itself all atonce; it feels its way cautiously. 
In the beginning, it is always diffident, modest. It uniformly 
dresses in false garments: It invariably assumes a false name. 
It progresses under the disguise of virtue, patrioésm, and De- 
mocracy. 
Mr. Chairman, having disposed of the various preliminary 
itions, a free discussion of which was indispensable to 
the full investigation of the great measure embodied in this bill, 
I proceed toan analyzation of ite principles and ita details. I 
propose to do thisina calm and dispassionate manner, uninfia- 
enced by party consideration. The measure ls one of vital 
magnitude; it is too important to be dealt with for political ef- 
fect; it ia too serious in ite nature; no patriot would use it for 
political capital; it is too solemn‘to be trifled with; it- embraces 
every interest of Government and people; it is all-pervading; it 
comes home to the rich as well asthe poor; it enters the dwel- 
'-Tirls of every citizen, of every grade and every condition: it is, 
withont doubt, a subject fit for antmated appeals to the hopes 
and fears of every patriot. But, sir, the measure comes before 
Congress recommended by the President, under the name, and 
in the guise of “reason and argument,” asking free and calm 
diecussion. Tam disposed to meet it, and try it, by tue standard 
to which the President appeals; I shail endeavor to examie 
the reasons and arguments of the President, of his- Secretary, 
and its principal advocates in this and the other branch of Con- 
gress. I mean to consider the measure as defined by the Presi- 
dentand his friends. To take the facts as they state them, un- 
less in the same message, or some other message or State pa- 
per, or speech, they contradict them; or unless they atand con- 
tradicted by indisputable political history, and add no facts, ex- 
cept such as are well supported by statistics, or such as are 
incontestable, from admissions of leading supporters of this 
Measure, and then ask the impartial judgment of the commit- 
tee and of the country upon my exposition of the scheme, and 
the motives which dictate and urge its passage. As I have al- 
ready remarked, 1am notone of those who predict a volley of 
evils tocome upon the country insta upon the L 
thisbili. Very far frem it. God forbid that such should be its 
effect. The cup of human suffering is now full and overfaw- 
ing. I should not be surprised if ite p: e produced slight 
temporary relief. There will be the limitation of law, to seme 
extent, upon the unrestrained and unrestricted discretion of the 
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passage of- 


| again, because it willenable the President, by the exercise of 


i joao a remedy so inadequate, so totally incommensurate. 
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Executive, as now exercised, and has been. since the bank sus- 
pension in May, °37. To legal:ze the scheme would give tem- 
porary stability and partial security. But, sir, the practical 
operation of the measure, with all its power for good, and 1 trust 
for evil, is now upon the country, and has been for the last 
three years. This proposition I have established. Its evil ef- 
fects are already realized. The whole country feels them. The 
whole country, at last, thank God, sees them, ‘The practical 
operation of this measure is manifest in the bankrupt condition 
ofthe country, in the all pervading, universal suffering condi- 
tion of the people in every department of business, No argu- 
ment in this House, or out of it, can refute it—none is necessa- 
ry to sustain it—every breeze that reaches us from every quar- 
ter speaks to usin the language of truth, scberness, and bitter- 
ness, of the ravages of the practical operation of this measure. 
Why, then, do I oppose the passage of this bili? Not from 
any party motive. No, sir,no. Had I the choice of weapons to 
give the death blow to this Administration, I would select this 
very Sub-Treasury, notwithstanding the confidence of a distin- 
guished supporter of the bill,” expressed in this language: “If 
my political existence depended upon it, I would rather have 
the success of the passage of the Sub-Treasury identified with 
the re-election of Mr. Van Buren than any other argument 
which can be used in his favor.” Ihave said I will not discuss 
the Presidential question, and will not. Isimply predict, with- 
out any pretension to the gift of prophecy, that this Sub-Trea- 
sury bill will be the political winding sheet of Mr. Van Buren, 
of the honorable Senator, and of all others engaged in its con- 
summation. Were! governed by party considerations, reck- 
less of consequences to the country, I would not lift an arm to 
oppose its progress, or raise my voice to delay its passage for 
one moment, so clear are my convictions that suicidal it must 
be toits authors. The question still recurs, why oppose, then, 
the passage of this bill? I answer, because by the enactment 
we give the official sanction of the nation to a scheme of despo- 
tism in the solemn form of astatute, laying a precedent for fu- 
ture Executive encroachments and usurpatious. I answer 


the veto power, aided by a subservient Senate, holding office for 
aterm of six years, to fasten the measure upon the country for 
years, “in despite of the lamentations” of the people, to be used 
to force them into a compliance by the abuse of Executive pa- 
tronage, or coerce them into an acquiescence of the measure, 
with its Treasury bank appendage, with the hope of relief from 
insupportable suffering. With this explanation, I proceed to 
the consideration of the measure contained in the bill upon your 
table, its principles, ita details, as they appear upon its face, 
with the exposition of itsauthor and friends. And first, its defi- 
nition, What is the Sub-Teeasury, alias the Innependent Trea- 
sury, this great measure of safety and deliverance” to the peo- 
ple, as defined by the President? It consists simply of two fea- 
tures, it is composed oftwo fundamental principles; all else of 
the vast and ponderous bill is detall, much of it flimsy detail, 
unmeaning bombast, scheol-boy fustian, a mere jingle of words, 
not of hard money. Two principles of the biil, or professed 
principles, are these: ist, The requirement of the Go- 
vernment receipts exclusively in gold or silver: 2d, The 
collection, preservation and disbursement of the public 
moneys exclusively by executive officers. This is all of the 
scheme as explained by the President and the leading advocates 
ofthis bill. These two principles are purely financial, appli- 
cable to the management of the Treasury, in aid of the Go- 
vernment and the Government only. Were there no other ob- 
jection to this measure, its total inadequacy to the exigency 
ought to condemn it, the disease boundless, the remedy narrow 
and contracted. Never didthe wisdom and folly of man pro- 


ever was there so little sagacity manifested in the selection if 
the time for thé adoption of such a measure, did it possess 
every attribute of intrinsic merit, claimed inits behalf. Now, 
surely, is not the time for its application; one half of the banks 
8 ed, the other half ina state of torpor; the exchanges 
ruinously deranged; citculation cramped, contracted almost to 
absolute collapee; the country depleted, until the people can- 
not have it said they live; they simply breathe upon the muti- 
lated relics of fermer days. Tihe country needs and demands 
stimulants, instead of more “blood letting and hot water.” This 
is a remedy fora state of plethora, not of exhaustion; of exu- 
berant vigor, not of debility; for high and scorching fever, not 
shakes and chills; such as now afflict this unhappy land, from 
extremity to extremity, and from centre to circ umference. 

‘Another general objection I make to this measures, it comes 
recommended by unsuccessful physicians, experimental politi- 
cal empirica, Too long already have they had the people in 
the erucible of their political alchymy. What better assurance 
have we or the country for the beneficial effects and success of 
thisso much lauded measure, than was given by the same au- 
thors in favor of the State banks. Unbounded confidence was 
asserted, (whether entertained, I will not say,) in behalf of that 
measure, now acknowledged a total failure, and wonder even 
expressed Ly its quondam advocates that they ever should have 
confided in go foolish a project. And yet, with so recent a po- 
litical discomfiture, these very rulers, with an impudence and 
an effrontery that defies a parallel, demand of the country un- 
shaken faith in their skill and judgment, and ask the accept- 
ance and adoption ofa remedy admitted to he an “untried ex- 
pedient.””, What sober minded man would employ a pbysi- 
cian, under such circumstances, in sickness? none. By fair 
analogy, what prudent man ought any longer to entrust his 
dearest tights to such political quacks? None hut the wilfully 
blind will, I now proceed to a critical analysis and dissection 
ofthis measure. The first quality that strikes the attention and 
challenges the admiration ofthe President for the Sub Treasury 
is its simplicity; it dispenses with much of the cumbrous and 
unnecessary interference of checks and counter checks, hereto- 
fore deemed indispensably impertant, by the most sagacious 
statesmen, to the safety of the public treasure, The second at- 
tribute that receives his unqualified and enthusiastic approba- 
tion, is its unity; it repudiates the idea, long ente tained by the 
wisest and most profound statesmen, that true and g-nuine civil 
liberty consists in a division of powers; it stri kes down the bar- 
riers erected in the Constitution between the different depart- 
ments of the Government. The tyrant’s maxim, “That by di- 
viding sovereignty you destroy it,” has been unblushingly 
avowed in this debate in support of this bill.t Now, sir, ifour 
Chief Magistrate is right; ifhe has penetrated deeper into poli- 
tical philosophy than the sages of the Revolution; if it he true 
that unity and simplicity be the most desirable altributes of a 
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progperousand happy government, no form of government Is 
so unique as an unlimited monarchy; none so simple as an ab- 
solute despotism. But to return to the examination of the pro- 
fessed principles of the bill—mark the glaring hypocrisy; the 
open contradiction of theory and practice. The first feature 
profeeses the exclusive use of gold and silver in the moneyed 
transactions of the Government. his is said to be the vital 
spark of the measure; the soul of the body; the ethereal fire, 
that eublimates and sanctifies the scheme, and gives it fts sa- 
cred constitutional characteristic. And yet the billon your ta- 
ble, sir, upon its face, exposes the flagrant hypocrisy in its de- 
tail; itnot only recognises the receipt of Government paper me- 
ney, but State bank paper—and yet the President bases and vin- 
dicates this measure upon the principle that the Constitution, 
in its letter and spirit, forbids the employment of any other me- 
dium, in the receipts and disbursements of the National Govern- 
ment, than gold and silver. His Secretary of the Treasury de- 
precates the use of any other medium than specie “for the pub: 
lic revenue and expenditure, or as a standard for the value of 
properiy:ot discharge of contracts,” not only unconstitutional, 
ut positively “pernicious.” This is the theory of the Presi- 
dent and Secretary. Noy, sir, let us compare theory and prac- 
tice. In the very same state papers ofthe President and Secre- 
tary, a recommendation is made to Congress to issue ten mil- 
lionsof Treasury notes, Government paper, proven by woful 
experience to be the worst kind of paper money; bearing no. in- 
tetest; to be issued in smali bills, ranging from $20 upwards, 
expressly to be used in the “receipts and disbursements of the 
Government; to pass into general circulation “as the standard 
of property, and to be used in discharge of contracts.” Thus 
you see, sir, s0 far were the President and Secretary from in- 
tending, in good faith, to carry out this boasted feature of the 
bill, they not only recommend and press upon Congress the ie- 
sue of ten millions of Government paper, without interest, for 
the reason they say in the same state papers,t “that notes bear- 
ing much interest would soon cease to be used in circulation.” 
And again, in order to force this Government paper into circu- 
Jation, in the business transactions of the people, after passing 
this currency upon the creditor of the Government, they re- 
commend “that it might be advisable not to make the bil's or 
notes receivable, at first, for any public dues.” IT now come to 
the sublime excellence, the boasted superiority, of this Govern- 
ment currency. Mark the language, Mr. Chairman, and ail 
other advocates on this floor of this hard money scheme, this 
gold and silver scheme, this measure of the Constitution, con- 
strued in its primitive simplicity, uncontaminated by latitudi- 
nous interpolations. “This kind of paper would be very con- 
venient in form, ($20 bill,) it would contain the most important 
requisites appertaining to any paper currency—such as the 
greatest security, an entire specie basis, and the unity of all is- 
sues inone body.” Pause and admire the consistency, the 
harmony of theory and practice, what an adaption of means to 
the end—“an exclusive one of gold and silver in Government 
transactions”—the only medium krown or allowed by the let- 
ter and spirit of the Constitution. O, brazen faced hypocrisy ! 
O, unblushing infidelity of profession and purpose! As further 
confirmation, if it be possible that any other proof can be asked, 
that it is not intended now, nor never has been from the begin- 
ning, in good faith, to carry this principle of the bill into prac- 
tice, I cali the attention of the committee to a brief history of 
this measure as connected with another associated measure that 
has always followed it as regular and as true as the shadow fol. 
lows the sun tn his evolutions, At the called session of 1837 
when this Sub-Treasury was first broached and recommended 
by the Executive of th's nation as a financial plan, the same 
state papers estimate the sum of money necessary te conduct 


the receipts and disbursements of the Governme 
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2 Treasury, owing to the indul- 
gence upon merchants’ bonds, and unavailable funds in the 
State banks. The Government at the time held eight millions 
in bonds upon the Bank of the United States—the President 
and his.friends in C refused to sell these honde even 


` at par, refašed a loan of money upoh time at four per cent.; 


S issues ten millions of F: notes. Mark, #ir, the exact 
coincident of amount with the estimate requisite for ‘Go- 
vernment transactions, issued under the hollow professions 
of temporary ‘want, with a provision of cancelment and 
discontinuance upon their return into the Treasury. 
At each annual meeting of Congress, from the caled 
session to the opening of the present Congress, the same 
nollow, deceitfal professions pervade the annual massage of 
the President and report of the Secretary of the Treasury, upon 
the “successful financial operations of the Government,” boast- 
ing of the cancelment of the iasue of Treasury notes—notify 
Congress and the country that the expenses of the nation can 
be met in future without any “new issue of Treasury notes, in- 
crease of tariff, or creation of loans.” And yet, sir, scarcely 
have these State papers gone forth to the four quartets of ‘this 
wide spread confederacy, under the frank of every member; po- 
litical fee as wellas friend, each successive session from ter, 
so svon as the Sub-Treasury bill is reported in either House of 
Congress, eo instantz, an emergency springs up, “an unexpected 
exigency;” (such asa demand to discharge pension claims, the 
time of payment of which is fixed by permanent law) “a fluc- 
tuation,” astarving paralysis seizes the Treasury—the private 
secretary, with pale face, almost breathless from exhaustion, 
rushes into this House with a special message demanding the 
re-issue of ten millions of old notes, or the issue of ten millions 
of new ones, in order to save “the national faith and national 
honor from being tarnished.” Sir, this is no fiction; the execu- 
tive documents, and the journals of the two Houses of Congress, 
establish this historical narrative beyond adispute. But this is 
vet all, sir; this anly brings us down to the opening of the pre- 
sent Cungress. In the annual message and rt of the recre- 
tary at this session, is to be found a strong corroborating circum- 
stance, beating upon this part of our inquiry—these two distin- 
guished financiers, after three years severe study and scrutiny 
into the mysterious and abstruse science of finance, discover it 
was alla mistake on their part in supposing that ten millions of 
money would he needed in conducting the Treasury operations 
of the Government; they now conclude with that unhesitating 
confidence that helongs to a quack in politics, as wellas a quack 
in medicine, that instead ef ten, four or five millions is abundant 
jor all the requirements of revenue. According to ueage we 
find in the annual message and report the following language: 
(the exact copy of which, in substance, may be found in every 
annual message and report since 1837,) “The financial operations 
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of the Government during the present year have, | am happy 
to say, been Very successiu!—tne nineteen ou hons of Treasury 
notes heretofore issued under the various acts of Congress, 
have been s9 punciually paid that the whole amount now unre- 
deemed is less than three millions—if the Money due from the 
banks is paid, anl if Congress shall keep the appropriation 
within the eg:imates, there is reason to believe that all the out- 
standing Treasury notes can be redeemed, and the ordinary ex- 

enses detrayed, wichout imposing on the peopie any additional 

urden, either of loans, or increase of tart or increase of 
taxes.” Now, sir, in the face of this boasied declaration you 
know, and the journal attests the tact, that no sooner than the 
bill under discussion passed the Senare, which was done in race 
horse specd,) and was reported to this House, prior to any ap- 
propriation save one, even in comptiauce, much fess transcend- 
ing the Executive estumates, and when the banks had reduced 
their debt by payments to less than one million, the President 
rushes a special message into this House, clothedin reproach ful 
language, Imputing inis phrasealogy a neg'ect of public duty 
in one short month after the reading ia this House the annual 
message—demanuing the issue of tive millions of Government 
paper of some kind, (mark the coincidence azam between esti- 
mate and demand) not inthe usual form, to be cancelled upon 
return into the Treasury, but to be Te-isgued for the space ofa 
twelve monthgy, caliing upon Congress in the same Siate papers 
to invest him and his Secretary with the unlimited authority to 
issue Treasury notes and Tieasury drafts to meet all “fluctua 
tions and unexpected deficiencies” in the ‘Treasury--auch a 
power as no Chief Magistrate of he nation ever dred belore to 
ask of Congreas, much less demand in insultiag language; a 
power that Aiexander Hamilton, the open advocate of a strong 
and consolidated Government, never dared ask or exercise, but 
explicitly condemned as “seductive and dangerous” to the per- 
petuity of the Government; an exaction of power that would 
have received its merited rebuke in the purer days of this Re- 
public, before this House was seized with the iceubus of pas- 
sive obedience to Executive dictation. I here close upon the 
first feature of the bill. 

Mr. Chairman, I now approach the consideration of the ge- 
cond great feature of this bill, the exclusive collection, keeping, 
and disbursement of the public revenues by Government offi- 
cera, appointed by the President, and susject to removal at his 
despotic will. This division involves the question of the entire 
separation of the Government dues and the banking institutions, 
State and National; or, in the party phrase, the divorce of bank 
and State. This brings us to an important point in the conside- 
rationof this measure. This point involves many inquiries; it 
involves grave consequences; it demands fulland deliberate in- 
vestigation. Before I engage in the discussion of the principles 
embraced in the connection of the revenues of the Government 
with the banking institutions, it is due to the subject, it is de- 
manded by the course of argument in this debate upon the part 
of the advocates of this measure. assertiny it to be a scheme an- 
tagonistical and possessing less dangerous powers and moie ex- 
ceilences, aa a financial plan. than the system of a National 
Bank or State banks. Tins imposes the necessity of saying a 
few things upon the banking system in general, the origin of 
banks, their progress, their tendency, commercial, penitical, and 
moral, We have had, in the course of this discussion. learned 
disquisitions upon all these poinis; we have in the last few 
years read elaborate State papers from the Executive branch of 
the Government upon these several seada, as weil as upon va- 
rious other qualities of these institutions. Put, sir, 1 wiil not step 
now to go into the many abstruse and intricate questions raise | 
in those State papers, and repeated in speeches every day upon 
this floor; L will not debate the metaphysical question, whether 
banks be ‘‘souiless corporations;” or the anatomical question, 
whether they be “monsters? or the my:ological question, 
whether they be “hydras or gurg.msdire;” time and my strergth 
will not permit, had 1 the inclination to enter upon these deep 
inquiries, I deliver them over to the exclusive use of the petty 
poliical demagogue. But it is charged by the advocates of this 
hard money scheine that banks are of anstocratic, despouc eri- 
gin, Federal and anti-Repubtican in their tendency, dangerous to 
the perpetuity of liberty, absolutely incompatible with self-go- 
verament. Yes, sir, the adoption or rejection of this bill is to 
determine, *weare gravely told, whether the people of this na- 
tion are capable ofself government. These are serious matters, 
and if upon fair and candid investigation they prove tenable, it 
ought to settle this controversy, this great question, aside from 
any consideration of convenience or expediency. It shall be 
my purpose, in a very few observations, and by reference to un- 
disputed, notorious historical fac‘s, to explode all this tirade 
againat banks. In tracing back the tide of time, where do we 
find the first madelof a bank? We look in vain from the begin- 
ning of the Christian era through sixteen centuries, during the 
entire period of the dark ages, a perio! during the whole of 
which no free Government existed; aristocracies, monarchies, 
and despotisins, in their succession, the oniy forms of Govern- 
ment exercised by man for the protection and contro! of man; 
“no division of sovereignty to impair power; century succeed. 
ed century, no improvements in arts, in science, in civilization, 
in governinent; the daily employn.ent of rulera were their tilts 
and tournaments, supportiag their wars an: savage amusements 
by exactions and tributes, levied and cellected in hard money 
from the peopie, by their receivers of revenue, (Sub Treasu- 
Yers,) created by the chiefs of aristocracy. In ihe midat oft 
universal gloom and oppression, early in the six'¢enih century, 
three small spots upon the wide surface of the globe struck 
up a:most simultaneously, in different quarters. a spark of iiber- 
ty. With free principles came commerce, and with coramerce 
banks. Venice, Hamburgh, and Ams:erdam, three republics, 
each claim the invention, each vie for the paternity. 
Certain it is that banks were eoaval with the 
earliest existence of these republics; T “ they were 
the offspring of liberty and trade; a hepublican progeny, 
they have made or caused the use of popular industry, the dif- 
fusion of wealth and freedom among the great body of the peo- 
ple wherever they have appeared.” Let us pursue history a 
lutle further upon this topic. Where do we find the next 
spark of liberty blaze up through the g'oom and oppres- 
won of despotiem? England. England, that had lived through 
sixteen hundred years, under every shade of aristocracy, mo- 
narchy, and despotism, with a hard money currency; Sub- 
Treasurers, as receivers, keepera, and disbursers of her re- 
venus. Yes, sir, for 1683 long years, Engiand bad no paper 
money, no banks; her currency was coined money, gold and 
silver, guineas, crowns, half crowns, shillicga, such as this 
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scheme proposes, except the @tiition of eagles and half eagles, 
and hard sifver dollars. And what was the cozdition of Enz- 
land during thia harıl money, Sub-Treasury reign? Sir, it isa 
short anda sadtaile, if history tells it true. It was this: the 
poor man never became rich, the rich seldom became poor; 
society remained stationary; the face of the country continued 
as nature’s God had made it, save a rude agriculture; no roads, 
no canals, no manufactures, no ships, no commerce, no diffu- 
sion of learning. The Revolution of 1639 came; it infuses into 
the British Constitution the principles of freedom; the security 
of property, of person, and of reputation, was guaraniied by 
the sacred charter or her liberties; the Suniy and simplicity ot 
her sovereignty” was split asunder, and the division of powers 
erected upon its ruin; confidence between man and man was 
soon established; credit, public and private, followed as ane- 
cessary Consequence; and the first great otizpring of that Revo 
tution wasa bank. Five years of freelom produced the Bank 
of England; not without opposition, Mr. Chairman; no, sir, no; 
there were anti-bank men of that day, “illustrious predeces- 
sors” of the anti-bank party of this day. We have amongst 
us, no doubt, legitimate lineal descendants of the old anti-bauk 
stock. History says, the Tories of that day clamored against 
the bank, ‘The Tories of that day predicted evils of all kimis 
from that institution. The bank, in theeyes of the Tory party, 
wasa “monster,” wasa “ hydra, full of gorgone dire;”? yet the 
free principles of the revolution were preserved, the bank 
stood every assault, and stands to this day; its paper became in 
a short time, and continued to be, the Principal currency of the 
ceuntry; it has been used in the “receipts and dishuremennts of 
the Treasury,” “as the standardof the value of property and 
the discharge of contracts,” from that day to this? And what 
was Englaudin 1688, when compared with other nations of 
Europe? The poorest of any of the great nations of thecon'i- 
nent, subordinate to France, inferior in every thing to Holland, 
the birth place of banks, inferior to Flanders in manufactures, 
atthe end of the first century from that date, conducting the 
Government revenues in bank paper, with a paper currency 
used in all branches of business, she was the richest in wealth, 
the most alvanced in arts, in manufactures, in commerce, is 
enterprise, in imternal improvements, in arms; “the first in war, 
and the first in peace;” the first in letters, the first in science; 
pointing with justand exulting pride to her improved agricul: 
ture, her manufactures, her commerce, her ships, her canals, 
her railroads, her admirals, her generals, her statesinen, her 
phil-sophers, her men of letters, her poets; the greatest, 
richest, and happiest nation, save our our own giorious Repub- 
{ lic, on the face of the globe, 
i] Now, sir, I come down tothe history of our own conntry. Prior 
to the Revolution we had no banks. When the Federal Con- 
; stitution was adopted we had only three Staie banks with but 
| limited capital. Our Constitution sprang outof a disordered 
| Currency, not bank currency, Government paper—its writen 


‘| promises to pay in the shape of Treasury nutes, Treasury 


drafts, continental paper, such aa we are now asked ta anb. 
stitute fora sound mixed currency of specie and bank paper, 
; redeemable,on demand, in go!d or silver. The Government 
paper, at chat day, depreciated to ten cents in the dollar; public 
Jaith and private credit was destroyed; there was no ternal 
trade, no commerce. The small amount of goid and silver there 


,| was im the country was hoarded up in private chests, “iron safes 


| witha heavy 
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and vaults,” or buried under ground. The Government loaded 
national debt, unable to discharge even the inte- 
restonit. The rich were engaged in no enterprise; the poor 
man could find no demand for his labor; every thing was sta- 
tionary, except wretched want and misery, which prowied 
, through the land every where. History relates that such was 

the extremity of distress, that men, in their desperation, 


| scized their arms and assaited the courts of justice, rather than 


Withess the sxcrifice of their property, under execution, for a 


i} Song; rather than return home aud meet a starving wife and 


| Children, they resisted the laws with guns and swords, A glo- 
rious experimentof a hard money and Government paper cur- 
rency. If history be truly written, the experiment io that day 
drave the people to rebellion;* it drove some of them to the 


civil war, Scr, had the present Chief Magistrate and the pre- 
sent party ruled at that day, holding the principles they now do, 
this Government would have runa short race; her career would 
have heen brief and gloomy, her days few and miserable. For- 
tunately for the country, patriotism, and not party, prevailed. 
The Palinurust of State looked to his country, his whole coun- 
iry, and notbing but his country. The power to create a sound 
currency was granted by the Constitution, and amongst the first 
acts under that Conatitution, was the creation a National Bank, 
lt passed by an overwhelming majority, very many of the 
members who voted for it, being members of the convention 
who framed the Constitution, Republicans as well as Fede- 
ralisis. Itreceived the signature uf Washington, the father ot 
his country, the President of the Convention that adopted the 
Federal Constitution; and yet, daily and hourly, we are nau- 
seated and surfeiied with the declaration, that banks in other 
countries are the offspring of despotism; in this country the 
progeny of Federalism, Antt-republican, anti-conetitutional, sub- 
versive of liberty itself. Sir, had Washington a less share of 
pubic virtue, of unsullied patriotism, than Martin Van Buren? 
D.d not Washington understand the workmanship of his own 
hand? Had not he as higha regard for the sacred principles of 
the Constitution as Martin Van Buren or any other self-styled 
Democrat of the present day? Ov was Washington a political 
profligate? Answer these questaons to the people of-this coun- 
try! O ye modern Democrats! are you prepared to say Wash 
ington wasa Federalist—an Aristocrat—an enemy to liberty? 
1f so, speak it out, or else cease your clamor against banks, one 
of the first and best fruits of his Administration, 

I now come to the consideration of the connection between 
the Goverrment revenues and the banking system. Before I 
proceed, I take thisoccasion to define my own position on this 
much agitated subject. That my opinions may not be misun- 
| deretood either now or hereafter, I avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity tosay,Ido not now, tor ever have F entertained the be 
lief, that the State banks, under any organization, unaided, un- 
regulated and unchecked by a National Bask. could furnish a 
sound and uniform currency, or act as successful fiscal arents 
for the General Government, or safe depositaries of ihe public 
money. IT would as soon eniertain the the opinion, that she solar 
sysiein could preserve its balance, the planets revolve in their 
proper orbit, with the sun stricken into annihilation, as to sup- 
pose that twenty-six independent sovereign States, each pos- 
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principle, owing no common responsibility, each acting for 
liself, having no common interest,3 “could create a currence 

that would be sound aud uniform, act as a successful and effi. 
cient fiscal agent, a sale depository of the public money, and 
afford trade cheap and abundant exchanges.” Such a con. 
clusion is to my judgment absurd, and that such a Con: 
victlon should ever have filled the mind of any Clear 
healed man, passes my comprehension, In this, I per. 
fectly agree with the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania § 
Ne said, in his speech, in the discussion of this bill, © that we 
are all wise after the faci, but to look back, it has often occurred 
to me as wonderful, how we could have confidence in State 
banks as safe veneral depositaries of the public treasure.” | 
will not do the gentleman the injustice to believe that he ever 
did contige in them; n9, sir, never. With all the lights of ex. 
perenee burning bright before his eyes, is it impossible, utterly 
impossible. dfs head receives the compliment at the expense 
ot his heart—that is no atlair of mine. Now, sir, what is the 
history of this connection of the Government and the banks: 
when did it begin in practice, without Jaw; and when was it 


legalized; and by what parly was the Tegal connection establish. 
ed? 


The historical anawer to these questions will give much 
upon this disputed subjects; it will refute many broad des 
arations; it will explode many fanciful delusions; it will ex. 
hibit before the country many ‘siatesman in their true colors; 
it willarray the contending parties under their proper names, 
Laver that the system proposed in this bill, is, in principle, the 
system of Alexander Hamilton, the open and manly advocate 
of strong consotidated Government, and that a legal connection 
ofthe Government and the banks, now and ever has been the 
system of the true Republican party. Now for the facts—] 
mean to dealin facts—they are profitable for inetruction, for 
exposure of flimsy sophistry, low demagogueism, and wilful 
misrepresentation. Alexander Hamilton was the first Secretary 
of the Treasury under the Federal Constitution, the author of 
the fipracial system of the Government at that day; the author 
oft arterol the first National Bank; yet no legal connection of 
the n venues and the banking system ts to be found in either sta- 
tate, Hamilton, like our Democratic Cuief Magistrate, had no ob. 
jection toa connection with banks; but he wished that connection 
to b> fres, “voluntary,” discretionary, untrammelled by statutory 
limitations and restrictions—a meretricious connection, to be 
formed at will and dissolved at will, whenever thought “desira. 
ble” and “profitable.” How exact the ambition of the two men, 
yet how diferent in character, The first, bold, open, manly, 
avowing his preference for strong executive powers; the last, 
with a more insatiable thirst, hag not the moral courage lo avow 
it. He sneaks and skuiks behind the flimsy glosses and dis- 
guises of an aff cted pain and reluctance in the exercise of 
Executive powers, imposed upon him by the duties of his office. 
Texpect, befo'e T take my seat, to umask this modem Demo. 
cra: and lay hirn bare toa deluded people in his true light, But 
to continue my historical narrative of facts. Tuis union was 
practically kept up “voluntary and discretionary” with the Pre. 
sident and Secretary, from the day of Hamilton’s administra: 
tion ofthe Treasury Department until 1816. It was then legal- 
ized, for the first time, by the charter of the second Bank of the 
United Siates. Ii is material to call to memory under 
whose administration this lawful marriage of bank and state 
Was consummated; what party was in power; and above all 
What party carried this “most odious and abominable measure,” 
containing more ilis than Pandora’s box, if the President and 
his great Sou:heru, Eastern, and Western satellites are not mig- 
taken or grossly exaggerate Unless the history of that day is 
falsely wiitten, James Madison, a Republican all his life, ad. 
mitted by al parties, presided over this nation as Chief Magis- 
trate and signed the biG! connection, John C. Calhoun, then 
a member cf this House, drafted, reported, and voted for the bill 
ofconnection. Ttwasa Republican measure, introduced and 
passe] into a law by Republican votes, uniting every leadin 
Republican, Crawford, Lowniies, Clay, Calhoun, Forsyth, ané 
a host ofotiers. The Federal pariy voting, almost t a man 
against the measure; and yet, with an unblushing audacity, it 
is asserted and reasserted in the progress of this debate the con- 
nection of bank and state is of Federal origin. But tocontinue 
the history of this legal connectian to its termination. It lasted 
till °33, when the then President. operated upon by the malign 
influence of the present Chief Magistrate and his great coad- 
jutor,® with a Jawless hand, removed the public moneys from 
the United ¥tates Bank, the legal depository, and held 
them without jaw or limitation of law, to be used and abused 
to vile party purposes, until the passage of the deposite act of 
1836. In 1833, erded by violence and usurpation, the first legal 
connection of bank and state. It will be borne in mind, the same 
party was then in power that now rulea. Did we hear, then, 
the ery of divorce! divorce! divorce? No, sir. Any thing about 
“monopolies,” “soulless corporations,” “monsters,” d&c. (save 
the great monster,) no, sir. State hanks became the especial 
“pets? of our President and his clique. Any thing about the 
dangers of “associated wealth?” no, sir. State corporations 
were a3 harmless as doves. Any thing about the lack of 
power in this Government to “regulate and purify” the cur: 
rency? nothing, Any disclaimer of duty to furnish trade with 
safe andcheap exchanges? no, sir. Any thing about gold and 
silver being the only constitutional medium; no, sir, no. The 
very reverse of all this was contended for with a zeal that has 
no parallel, save it be fonad in the same pariy; now advocating 
the very opposite doctrines, and denouncing, with a savage 
bitterness, every principic they than asserted, every institution 
and every power they then vindicated. S : 
Now, sit, to the principles, the great financial and political 
principles. involved in the connection of bank and State, Iin» 
t ndto speak not now of the expediency, that is a subordinate 
matter; it is the boasted principle of divorce I wish to analyze; 
tor in this consists the merit of the Sub-Treasury, if it has any 
merit. This is its marrow, its gist, its superlative excellence, 
fthere be any sincerity in its advocates. I propose to test this 
question, fitst by authority, “for by authority is the world go: 
verne’,” as has been wisely said; not by argument noi by rea- 
son; bind followers listen not to argument, they close their ears 
to reason, sotong as they confide in the patriotism and integrity 
ofthe objects of tbeir idolatry, Andthe first authority I shall 
ask the atiention of the committee to isa state paper, written 
(or rather published) over the name of Gen. Jackson, a name 
once of no mean authority with the majority of this House. 
There was atime, l knew, sir. and you know, Mr Chairman, 
when you and the majority of this committee believed as impli- 
cid in his sayingsas ever a Mahommedan did in his Koran. 
Whether the same idolatry is felt for & setting sun as existed 
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gessing unlimited power to charter banks upon no common 
Mahe was in the ascendant, is not for me to say; I know it is 
human aature to worship the rising luminary; history is full of 
the vanity ofall earthly renown, mere human glory. As Shak- 
peare has it, ‘‘yesterday the word of Casar might have stood 
ainstthe world,” now, “none so poor as to do him reverence.” 
gir, I solemnly conjure you, and the majority of this House, be- 
fore you pass this biil, to pause and consider upon the authori. 
ties Isha! now refer to, I invoke you to look and gaze upon 
the political mirror of 1834-5, which I shall now hold up to 
your view, and see the ridiculous attitude of discrepancy, incon- 
sistency, and tergiversation you will occupy; the ingratitude, 
treachery, and perfidy to the State banks, and the unpardonable 
infidelity and abuse ef public trust to the country, with which 
u are about to involve, and blast, and infamize your private 
a3 well as public reputation. In the extracts I shall now read 
ja to be found what was ‘“‘numinated in the bond,” upon the con- 
ditivas of which you and your leaders were elevated to power. 
_ Inthe Message of 1833, speaking of this very measure—the Sub- 
Troasury, alias the Constitutional Treasury, alias the Indepen- 
dent Treasury—which had been proposed in this House in the 
pession of 1834, this language is employed: “In the regulations 
which Congress may preacribe,reepecting the custody of the pub- 
lie moneys, it is desirable that as little discretion as may be deem- 
edconsistent with the safe keeping should be given to Executive 
agents.” The annual Message of 1836 contains this emphatic 
sentiment; “To retain the public money in the Treasury un- 
employed in any way, is impractibable. It is, besides, againat 
the genius of our free institutions to lock up in vaults the 
treasure of the na-ion.” Here we have a forcible and un- 
quabfied condemnation of the bill under discussion in the 
name of General Jackson. But, sir, this is not the only au- 
thority I have denouncing this measure. I now introduce ano. 
` ther, though not so universal in its influence, equally potent and 
omnipotent in a certain section of this Union. 1 allude to the 
reat Southern advocate of this bill, the distinguished star of the 
South,” who haea galaxy of smaller planets revolving around 
him, who never take the trouble to think for themeelves: yes, 
six, such is the magic influence of this Senator's opiuions in a 
pertion ef this Union, parcicularly his own State, that his politi- 
cal dogmas are received as axioms, undisputed and indisputable 
truths, no matter how absurd, no matter how inconsistent and 
contradictory to previously entertained and expressed views. 
Whenever a sudden blaze of light flashes across his brain, 
whenever a fresh thought strikes his mind, in the twinkling of 
an eye his political followers wheel to the right about, and unite 
with the chief in denouncing the folly, the absurdity, and the 
abomination of the measure. Oh, South Carolina, once the 
Jang of true chivalry, the birthplace of Marion, Pinckney, 
Sumpter, Lowndes, Hayne, how fallen! In the language of the 
mother of the Gracchi, thou once could proudly boast of thy 
jewels, statesmen that thought fer themselves, and acted upon 
theit thoughts; now, you occupy the humiliating attitude of 
blindly followiag the erratic wanderings of an ever. varying po- 
litical star, whose leading themes are, his contempt of personal 
popu'arity, and self glorifications over the beauty and symmetry 
of his political consistency—never forgetting to close his 
with a peroration, consisting of his ineffable admira- 
tion of, and devotion to, State rights. Now, sir, it gives me no 
pleasure to show up the glaring political inconsistencies and ter: 
giversations of this very distinguished man, nor will I attempt 
a complete exhibition; I wish only to trace his views and opi- 
nions upon the principleaof the bill before the committee, as ex- 
pressed at different times. Towards this distinguished indivi- 
dual I entertain no unkind personal feelings. I would that T 
could, consistent with my sense of public duty, draw a veil over 
hia political changes, and conceal them forever from the light of 
day; but duty to the country forbids it, upon_a great measure 
like this, reaching the very vitals of the Constitution. His 
name is one of the main pillars upon which this Sub Treasury 
resta—a measure, when taken in connection with its associated 
measures, that makes up the “system,” as I conscientiously, be- 
fore my God, belisWe to be pregnant with more mischief and 
ruin to the country than any ever adopted, or proposed to be 
adopted, as a permanent system of policy, since the foundation 
of the Government, Entertaining these views, to omit the use 
Of any weapon of resistance to its passage, would be treason to 
community, to the Constitution, to the cause of human li- 
y. Now, sir, let us see what this great man said and thought 
of this identical measure only six years ago; this measure, 
which he now assures his worshippers and his country is the 
„ouly remedy, the great panacea, for all the distresaand evils that 
afflict the land. Tread frem his speech of 1834, upon the re- 
charter of the United States Bank, in the debate upon which 
the three antagonist measures—of a National Bank, the State 
bank system, and the Sub-Treasury system—were all fully dis- 
cused; this is his language, the language of a profound practi- 
cal tatesman—no theory, no speculation, no metaphysics; it 
goes upon experience, the mother of wisdom. Hear him. I 
claim the attention of Southern members particularly. He 
says: “Any sudden or great change from our present to even a 
sounder condition, would agitate and convulse society to its cen- 
tre. Whatever may be the different theoretical opinions of 
members of the Senate, as to the extent to which the reforma- 
tion of the currency should be carried, even those who think it 
may be carried practically and safely to the entire exclusion of 
paper, must agree that the restoration ought not to be carried 
urther than a cautious and a sure experience shall prove it can 
be done, consistently with the prosperity of the country, in the 
existing fiscal and commercial condition of the world; to go be- 
Yond this point, to which experience shall show it proper to go, 
would be to sacrifice the public interest merely to a favorite 
conception”’—the “untried expedient,” alias the Sub-Treasury. 
Solid wisdom marke every line, whilst no language could be 
More expressive, more forcible, in the condemnation of a mea- 
sure. But, sir, this is not all. I find other paragraphs in the 
same speech, bearing directly upon this scheme, replete with 
deep and profound thought. In speaking of the leading feature 
of this measure, the exclusive use of gold and silver in the trans- 
Actions of the Government, he makes use of this emphatic ian- 
age: “But there is in my opinion a strong, if not an insupera- 
le, objection against resorting to this measure, resulting from 
the fact that an exclusive receipt of specie in the Treasury 
Would, to give it efficacy, and to prevent extensive peculation 
and fraud, (mark this!) require an entire disconnection on the 
part of the Government with the banking system in all its form 
and a resort to the strong box as a means of preserving an 
guarding its funds—a means, if practicable in the present state 
of things, liable to the objection of being far less safe, economi- 
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cal, and efficient, than the present system,” (the bank sysiem.) 
Again, in the same seech: “Ta suppress them (speaking of the 
hanks) at once would, if it were possible, work a greater revolu- 
tion, a greater change, in the relative condition of the various 
Classes of the community, than would be the conquest of the 
country by a savage enemy.” Sir, these extracts need no com- 
ment, no analysis; language could not be more explicit. In 
these few sentences, the two fundamental principles of this bill 
—first, the exclusive receipt and disbursement of specie by the 
Treasury; second, the resort to the “strong box” in the exclu- 
sive keeping of the public moneys, in preference to banks—are 
annihilated, immolated. Like a master workman, in debate, he 
seizes one proposition, and slays the other with it. Arming him- 
self with the sword of experience, with the ponderons hand ofa 
giant, at one fell blow he slaysthe “monster,” and crushes him 
under his feet. Would to God, fer his character, for the prospe- 
rity and happiness of the country, he had kept him there. But, 
sit, not so. Strange to tell, marvellous!y strange, in three short 
years a change comes suddenly over the spirit of his dream, 
and he sees, with a vision clearer than heaven’s brightest sun. 
beanis, that in 1834 he labored under a mental delusion; what 
he then believed and asserted wasa sound system of policy, test- 
ed in the crucible of well tried experience, was now full of no- 
thing but evil, mischief, ruin, and misery. The entire contents 
of Pandora’s box would he trifles compared to it. But, lest I 
may ke charged with exaggeration, I will read his own descrip- 
tion. I read from the debates of 1837 upon thie very Sub-Trea- 
sury bill. Speaking of the union of the Government and the 


banks, he says: “We thus glided imperceptibly into a connection ` 


which was never recognised by law till 1816, but which has 
produced more important after-consequences, and has had a 
greater control over the destiny of this count-y, than any one of 
the mighty questions which have so often and so deeply agitated 
the country; (mark this;) to it may be traced, as the seminal 
principle, the vast and extraordinary expansion of our banking 
system, our excessive import duties, unconstitutional and pro- 
fuse disbursements; the protective tariff, and its associated sys- 
tem, for spending what it threw into the Treasury, followed in 
time by a vast surplus, which the utmost extravagance of the 
Government could not dissipate; and finally, by a sort of retri- 
butive justice, the explosion of the entire banking system, and 
the present prostrate condition of the currency, now the subject 
of our deliberations.” Now, sir, I ask you and the committee to 
pause and remember that the author of the speech from which 
I have just read, was the draughtsman, the reporter, the able 
and successful advocate of the very bill—the bill of 1816, char- 
tering a National Bank—that for the first time in the legislation 
of this country legahzed the “connection” of the Government 
revenues and the banking system. Behold how, with equal dog- 
matism, this great man to-day asserts, maintains, and eulogizes 
a principle, asystem of policy, and to-morrow contradicts, re- 
futes, denounces, and derides the same; and yet, sir, always con- 
sistent, always penetrated with the deepest convictions, always 
stimulated by motives of the most elevated patriotism. Oh, the 
rage he the delusion of man! How long is cur country doomed 
to be ruled by such leaders? 

I now take leave, for the present, of the great southern pillar, 
of the Sub-Treasury, and ask the attention of the committee 
whilst I view the political course of another, not less distin- 
guished supporter of this measure.t The great Western pillar, 
in point of influence, with the existing Administration and the 
country greatly his superior. Yes, sir, thie individual was the 
master spirit of the past; he is now and has been the master 
spirit of the present Administration. With shame and morti- 
fication for the honor of my couutry, I make the forced ac- 
knowledgment. To him can be clearly traced every Executive 
movement upon the currency—every assault upon the Consti- 
tution—every high usurpation of power, for the last ten years 
Acting in secret collision with the present Chief Magistrate, 
through flattery and prejudice—they wielded the arm and di- 
rected the hand of Generat Jackson in every blow he made upon 
the currency and the Constitution, during his eventful Admi» 
nistration, His finger can be plainly and distinctly traced in 
every movement of the existing Administration; his intellect 
has been underrated; hes infltence in the Government miscon: 
ceived, even by the most eggatious; his knowledge of human 
nature is profound; he understands the passions and motives 
of human action well; he knows how to administer to them; he 
has no scruples in the full exercise of his knowledge; he lnoks to 
the end tu be accomplished; he hesitates not about the charac- 
ter of the means; principles with him are nothing, political capi- 
tal, every thing; justice, right, patriotism, gratitude, mere ab- 
stractions. He views allthe great powers of the Government 
asso many instruments, to be used at pleasure by the ambitious 
aspirant to obtain a party object, reckless of the misery and 
wo the measure may inflict on millions. Ifhe sees a potitical 
rival in his way, he will blow the vanity, and, by false ap- 
peals, madden the prejudices of an old man, to strike him a 
victim at the cost of pulling down a sacred pillar of the Consti- 
tution. If he wants to achieve a political triumph, to gratify 
personal pique or pancer to personal vanity, he can, with ex- 
ulting self.complacency, look upon the desecration of the 
sacred charter of liberty, glorying in the perpetration of a deed 
that has inflicted a stain upon the bright escutcheon of this 
nation, that the fiery fingers of the fiend of helt can never erase 
—nor that more potent obliteration, the bedewing tears of pity- 
ing angels, ever wash out. 

Mr. Chairman, Task pardon for thisdigression,and now proceed 
to trace the political course of this distinguished personage as con- 
nected with the subjects immediately under discussion, and in 
connection with him, the currency views of the “illustrious 
predecessor,” as well as his successor, who J hold responsible 
before this committee and the country for all the derangement 
in the curiency, that now so sorely afflicts thiscommunity. I 
exculpate General Jackson from all blame; he was nothing but 
the clay in the hands of the potter; a mere ball of wax re- 
ceiving his principles and opinions from the impress of the 
Senator from Missouri, moulded and touched by the magic 
wand of Mr. Van Buren. Not only have I said 1 would show 
gross inconsistencies and contradictions, but I have sald I would 
fix upon these two personages perfidy, treachery, and ingra- 
titude, towards the State banks, and infidelity in their public 
trusta to the count Now, sir, these are high charges pre- 
ferred against individuals filling high places. If I failto make 


them good, I deserve to be branded as a foul calumniator. © If I 


sustain them, ae! confidently expect, they will receive, Itrust, 
the punishment due to all such public delinqnents—the with- 
drawal of the confidence of friends. and sudden expulsion from the 
high places they occupy, accompanied with the undivided exe- 
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cration of a deluded, and abused people. But. sir, now for the 
testimony; and firstlet us see what were the views of these 
three distinguished personages in years that are past, relative to 
these State banks; these soulless corporations—“these rotten 
boroughs” of “associated wealth—“the tail, fungus, the excres- 
cence of the British paper system.” I read from the message 
of General Jackson, first, “the State banks are found fully ade- 
quate te the performance of all services which were 1equired 
by the Bank of the United States, quite as promptly and with 
the same cheapness.’’—Message, 1834, Again: “By the use of 
the State banks, it is ascertained, that the moneys of the United 
States can he collected and disbursed without loss or inconveni- 
ence, and that all the wants of the community in relation to 
exchange and currency, are supplied as wel!as they ever have 
been before.” ”—Message, 1935. Again: “Experience continues to 
realize the expectations entertained as to the capacity of the 
State banks to perform the duties of fiscal agents for the Go- 
vernment.”” Again: “It has been seen, that without the agen- 
cy of a great moneyed monopoly, the revenue is collected, 
and conveniently and safely applied to all the purposes of the 
public expenditure. Tt is also ascertained, that instead of being 
necessarily made to promote the evils of an unchecked paper 
system, the management of the revennecan be made auxiliary 
to the reform which the regulations of several of the States 
have already commenced, and which has only te be hastened by 
Proper regulations by Congress, to secure a practical return to 
the extent required for the security of the currency, to the con- 
stitutional medium.” Now, sir, in this short paragraph we 
have einbodied three separate and distinct arguments against 
the principle of this bill. Ist. Itis here assumed that the re- 
venues can be collected, safely kept, and conveniently applied, 
by the State banks. 2d. That the connection of the revenue 
with the banks, instead of promoting the evils of an unchecked 
paper system, this union of Government and the banks can be 
made an instrument in the purification and regulation of the 
paper currency. 3d. It asserts, unequivocally, thatthe mea- 
sures of the Government can be so managed as to make a 
mixed currency of State bank paperand specie the constitu- 
tional medium. Three positions tearing up by the roots the 
two leading features of the Sub-Treayury, an exclusive epecie 
currency, and an exclusive agency of Government officere, as 
well as the incidental quality claimed in itssunport of purifica- 
tion and regulation of the paper currency. For the future re- 
putation ofthis oid man, I wonld that Icould stop here; justice 
to the subject forbids it. These were the views published over 
the name of General Jackson, when it was the interest of the 
party to make political capital outof the State banks. They 
were then puffed to theskies, praised and eulogized; thie was 


| necessary to make them willing and efficient auxiliaries to aid 


in demolishing the Bank of the United States. Thia object being 
effected, the great scheme of the Sub Treasury could now be 


| openly avowed; but to consummate the end so long andso de. 


voutly wished, but adroitly keptin disguise and conceatment, 
the work of hank “demolition,” had to be carried one step 
furher before it could be successfully accomplished. The 
State banks had next to be demolished with that charactetistic 
fitfulnesa which is always associated with the first conception of 
a heinous deed; it now shows a gleam of faint light above the 
horizon, and anon withdraws it from the sight—so with this 
wicked scheme. In the message of 1829, itisjust faintiy sha- 
dowed forth without bones, muscles, veins, or arteries. The 
distinguished statesman then at the head of Ways and Means, 
animated by a purity of patriotism that seldom falls to the 
lot of frail man, bursted from around him the shackles of 
party, and cast the chains to the winds, rising equal to the exi- 
gency of the occasion, momentous as the exigency waa; directed 
by his colossal intellect, his giant arm seized the half-shaped 
monster and gave him his quietus for thetime. The serpent 
was only scotched, not destroyed. He was permitted to rest in 
a kind of doubtful torpidity, waiting a more propitious opportu- 
nity. Appearances were altogether specious; it was never,from 
that day to this, for one moment abandoned by its secret au- 
thors. The deed was too daring in the green tree of the 
past Administration. Passive subserviency to Executive 
dictation had not then gained the secendency in this aad the 
other House of Con ` Fhe ‘project : slept unseen; ex- 
cept by a small glimmering in the mesage of 1830, 
and 1831, it was insidiously brought forward in the recommen. 
dation of the removal of the deposites, in the message in 1833, 
The spirit of Congress was still too pure to sanction so lawless 
anact. But, sir, the master spirits of this gran! scheme were 
not to be foiled or disheartened by these discomfitures into an 
abandonment of their plan. By the appliances of flattery and 
excited prejudice, they stimulated Gen. Jackson to assume the 
responsibility of seizing the public treasure—Ce sar like, from 
the custody of the law—a strong engine of Executive power 
actively wielded by the master spirits in securing the succes. 
sion. The most potent instrument aided by the exuberant po- 
pularity of the then President, in effecting that result. Now I 
repeat it. Never did any man labor under a more fatal delu- 
sion thanour present Chief Magistrate, in supposing his elec- 
tion turned upon any great question of national policy. He is 
nothing more than the missletoe, the fungus oozed out of the 
hickory tree, sustained and bolstered up by the corrupt use of 
the people’s money. The deposite act having passed in com- 
pliance with the repeated importunities contained in every 
message from the time of the removal of the deposites, praying 
forthe action of Congress, restraining the discretion of the Ex: 
ecutive over the Treasury, it obtained a most reluctant approvat 
ef the President, after full inquiry and ascertainment thata 
veto would not arrest it. Sir, the restoration was doomed te 
short life. Those who had used this potent engine to se much 
profit, felt most grievously its loss. Hence the systematical 
efforts made through a pliant Secretary of the Treasury, 
to arrest a successful operation of the act, at the sa- 
crifice of the State banke, the ladder of their elevation. But 
what cared the President elect for honor, gratitude—’tis some. 
thing—’tis nothing—office was attained, but office was to bé 
perpetuated at any sacrifice. He knew well the influence mo. 
ney had exercised in bringing him into power, and that a conti- 
nuation of this influence alone would preserve that power; 
therefore it became necessary to blow up the deposite system, 
that it might again become the reluctant duty ofthe Executive, 
in the discharge of the duties of his office, to take the public 
money under his voluntary and discretionary management, 
that he might repeat the hollow and decettiul petition in his 
messages, praying Congress to take from him all the discretion 
not indispensable from the dury of the Executive. And how, 
to the life, has he imitated hie illustrious predecessor in this 
articular. To make assurance doubly sure, the specie circu. 
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contempt of its opinions so recently and decidedly expressed. 
This is associated with a studied want of financial skill in the 
execution of the deposite law; knowing that upon a suspension 
of the banks by the operation uf the cepasite law, the revenues 
would necessarily fail into the hands of the Executive, and 
there remain uncontrolled by law unil Congress could act. 
Having the Senate and Executive in his own hands, knowing 
no action of Congress could take place save such as he might 
dictate, for the ensuing four years; hoping in the mean time 
that in the general wreck, uncertainty and confusion that must 
prevail, unusual distress, public and private. that sueh an overs 
whelming catastrophe must produce, he would be enabled to 
force, by duress of Wo and misery, the people tu tuke refuge 
in the embraces of this scheme, at presentsim pie and apparent- 
ly harmless; but intended, in due season, as Lhope to prove be- 
yond doubt or cavil, before Isit cown, to terminate in a great 
mammoth Treasury Bank—an odious engine of tyranny. 

And at last, in the year 1837, after seven years’ labor in the 
mean time, half concealed, halt disclosed, the Sub-Treasury 
rises on the country, assuming at first entrance the humble cog- 
nomen of “Sub'’—growing a litle more conildent by age, it 
claims to be called constitutional—becoming impudeut by in- 
duigence, it arrogates, 1n the three short years of quasi exist- 
ence, to be called Independent. Yes, sir, it already boasts i's 
independence o: the country—ofthe sovereign people—ofevery 
thing save the favored office holders. And the many thousands 
who, in 1834, denounced it as a menster, now vie with each 
other in rushing to “worship and adore the golden idol. But to 
leave this digression and return to the opinions of Gen. Jackson 
upon the subject of banks and this granil scheme. 1 had traced 
him down to (836 ïn his farewell address, he pronounced the 
country “prosperous and happy,” to be sure intermixed with 
some dark hints about “contracuons and expansions, and revul- 
sions, ebbs and flows in the currency, engenderiug a wild spirit 
afspeculation,” &c, Butyet, after ail, he conciudes with this 
declaration: “In our domestic concerns there is every thing to 
encourage us; and if you are true to yourselves, nothing can im- 
pals your march to the highest point of national prosperity.” 

{ow unknown is the mysterious future, even to the most saga- 
cious! Intwoshort months the suspension comes—not partial, 
as had repeatedly happened before without producing much of 
a shock, but universal. It now became the interest of the party 
in power to change sides and write down the banks, and write 
up this scheme they so bitterly derided in 1S34— the scheme that 
had been denounced by the almost undivided voice of the party 
now in power. ‘Che identical proposition receiving but one Van 
Buren vote in this House upon Gordon’s resoiution; pronounced 
by the official organ, (that never dared speak upon any great 
financial question of this kind, but as directed by the President, he 
moved and stimulated by Van Buren and Benton,) as disorgani- 
zing revolutionary, subversive of the fundamental principtes of 
our Government and ofits entire practices from 1798 down to 
this day. Again, from the same paper. “It isas palpable as the 
sun, that the effect of this scheme (alias the Sub Treasury) 
would be to bring the public treasure much nearer the actual 
custody andcontrol of the Executive than it is now, and expose 
it oie plundered by a hundred hands, where one cannot now 
reach it. 

Again. “Had such a suggestion come from Gen. Jackson, it 
would have been rung through the Oid Dominion. See how he 
wishes to put the public money directly in the palms of his 
friends and partisans, instead of keeping it on deposite in 
banks, whence it cannot be drawn for other than public purposes 
without certain detection. In such a case, we should feel that 
the people had just cause of alarm, and ought to give their most 
watchful attention to such an effort to enlarge Executive power, 
and put in its hands the mean of corruption” Again, same 
organ—miark this: “It is well known that the President himself 
is opposed to this project, and that his friends in Washington, 
whether of the cabinet or not, heartily concur with him in the 
course of policy it is expedient to pursue.” Again, the same 
orzan: “if Gen. Jackson had suggested such a system, (the Sub- 
Treasury,) what peals of patriotic indignation would have 
burst from eloquent Senators against the usurper and tyrant 
who desired to get the millions of the Treasury into the very 
hands of his partisans and parasites.” Again: “We verily be- 
lieve that the present system (State banks) of deposites for the 
public money, regulated by law asit wili be, is as good for safe- 
ty, and the least liable to abuse by the I’xecutive, of any which 
the witof mancanconceive.”? Now, sir, 1 have not read these 
extracts to prore to the House what were the opinions of the 
Editor of the Globe in reference to this scheme of a Sub-Trea- 
sury in 1334; no, sir, chat would be a small business. My pur- 
pose in reading these extracts is to show this House, and this 
nation, what were the views of the party at Washington in 
1834, as avowed in the official organ, published atthe very doors 
of the President and cabinet, speaking by authority the senti- 
ments of the party upon this scheme of a Sub-YVreasuiy, You 
have it here expressly admitted, had Gen. Jackson advocated 
this very identical Sub-Treasury scheme in the year 1534, he 
would justly have been called a usurper, a tyrant. Now, in 
this year of our Lord 1840, Martin Van Buren recommends and 
advocates the same scheme ofa Sub-Treasury, and he is, by the 
sime party, lauded to the skies as a Democrat, a Democrat 
dyed inthe woo!; and all who oppose this scheme are branded 
by these self-styled Democrats as Federalists, aristocrats, monar- 
chists, friends of despotism and tyranny. Ob, unblushing impu- 
dence! Oh, the blindness of party! Oh, the credulity ofan honest 
and confiding people! How much longer will you slumber? 

When, oh, when will you rise in your majesty, and vindicate 
your abused confidence, an | strike with the sleepy sword of jus- 
tice (almost grown rusty for the want of use,) your unworthy 
public servants? But,sir, to return to my facts, The banks 
having suspended in May, 1837, by the maladministration of the 
party in power, having been used and abused until, by their aid 
the party had “demolished” the Bank of the United States; act- 
ing upcn the true Machiavelian policy that consistency, honor, 
aad gratitude, were attridutes unknown to the character of a 
practical politician; going upon the principle that ens were 
every thing, means nothing: that the true thcory of a republic 
was astrong and rich Governmentand a pyor people, it became 
the cardinal principle of the party to denounce the tanks sore- 
cently anl so extravagantly eulogized by them as the real touch- 
stone of party orthodoxy. Now, sir, this was a su:lċen and vio- 
lent somerset, ag you know, Ihave no doubt, by woful ex- 
perience, Mr. Chairman, for any man to make who had any 
regard for political consistency, moral integrity, or future repu- 
jation. Yes, sir, the man of character, Of conscience, nause- 
ated at the very contemplation; and the history of the times re- 
cords many noble examples now illustrating in political exile, 
and bearing with self-approbating and self. consoling composure 
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the bitter denunciations of “apostate and deserter,” the triumph 


of patriotism over the shackles of party, or the allurements of 
ambition. To their names will immortal honor attach; to their 
reputation let undying praise be given; statues should be erect- 
ed to their memories. But, sir, how was this scheme ta be 
broache.! to the countiy? Here was a double imposture to be 
carried at one məve upon the political chess-board. The favor- 
ite pet banks were not only to be repudiated, denounced, ‘‘di- 
vorced,” from all connection with the Government and the par- 
ty, but this “diserganizing and revolutionary,” this “usurping 
and tyrannical’ scheme was to be substituted in their place, 
Sir, I hazard the assertion, to be submitted to any impartial man, 
that the history of all times past does not furnish in her political 
annals, a move so reckless of all decent respect for the just 
judgment of mankiud, for the intelligence of the people, for the 
intelligence of Congress, the people’s representatives; omitting 
the treachery, the perfidy, and ingratitude towards the State 
banks. But, sir, the measure had to be attempted and accom- 
plished, or the party sink. The Bank of the United States had 
been put down and decried asa monster; the State bank system, 
in despite of all the puffing and blowing, had realized the pro- 
phecies of a!l the sagacious statesmen of the day; the Sub- 
Treasury which had slumbered from 1829, but which, by the 
by, had been the favorite bantling of the present Chief Magis- 
trate, and the “great expunger,” as] will demonstrate betore I 
am done; they tolerated tor party purposes the most violent 
maledictions, to be poured out upon its unshaped head; exer- 
cising vigilant caution themselves to let slip no word of denun- 
ciation, mark this, Mr. Chairman, whilst you and others were 
used as the blind dupes of party, to carry out the grand drama 
of putting down the United States Bank by the nse of the State 
banks, as a half-way house, to make way for this magnificent 
scheme of finance. The ‘great humbugger’” and the “Little 
Magician” kept their mouths hermetically scaled; a studied si- 
lenceon their part was preserved. An impenetrable curtain 
was kept hung up betwcen these two master spirits and the 
blind instruments of party tley were using, as so many puppets, 
to carry out their dark and damning deeds of policy. But the 
question came up, hew isthis movement to be effected? Did the 
President dare propuse itin hisown name? No, sir; he was too 
sagaciousto be caught in thattrap. He knew full well that 
sucha measure, bearing simply his endorsement, though the 
Chief Magistrate of the nation, would never pass the ordeal of 
public approval; he thought of the party laudation upon the 
State banks; he thought of the party denunciations of the Sub- 
Treasury scheme in 1834; he knew that the weight of his name 
as authority, though in office, when opposed to that of General 
Jackson at the Hermitage, was as a grain ofsand compared with 
the mountain. He knew that he lived, and breathed, and moved 
in the political atmosphere of the old Hero. The car of State 
beingin the mire, Hercules had to be called to the wheels before 
she could be moved from her fastness, believing and “boasting” 
that his popularity could stand any thing and every thing. Ac- 
cordingly, in the month of July, 1837, a letter is concocted by 
the ‘great humbugger,” forwarded to the Hermitage, sent to 
Washington with the signature of the old Hero, published in the 
official organ, branding the pet banks and merchants with 
“treachery and perfidy.” Whata shameful abuse of the name, 
the authority, the popularity of an old soldier, to bolster up a 
sinking party at the sacrifice of the public goed. But, Mr. 
Chairman, still more humiliating and mortifying to the heart of 
the patriot, is that this scheme is now about to be consummated 
in the shape of a solemn statute. A scheme, before that God to 
whom Tam responsible for whatI am about to say, 1 believe the 
annals of human delusion cannot furnish an example of more 
impudent, audacious, and monstrous imposture. A scheme 
which the Administration are, at least for a time, about to palm 
forcibly and unwillingly upon the people of the United States, 
under the flimsy and deceitful guise of returning to the ‘consti- 
tutional currency,” the primitive simplicity of “a hard money 
Government.” Nothing can transcend its audacity, its atrocity, 
whether we look at the means of accomplishmentor the end to 
be achieved. 

The conduct of the vile seducer is not blacker than the con- 
duct of the ruling party towards these State inatitutions. When 
the war commenced upon the United States Bank, these State 
banks were in successful operation, treading in the line of duty, 
pursuing the dictates of prudence and virtue, doing a safe and 
profitable business for themselves and the country; the * serpent 
came among‘them; he courted, flattered, wooed, and threatened 
them; he finally overcame their resistance to importunities; 
they yielded to gilded promises of profit and protection; they 
were used and abused in meretricious association, until the pur- 
pose of the party was accomplished; the excesses, forced upon 
them by their alliance, weakened them, and made them an easy 
prey; they are turned upon, and slandered, repudiated and dis- 
carded. 

I now proceed to trace the political course of the Missouri 
Senator upon the measure before the committee and its associ- 
a‘ed measurer, particularly the State bank system. Texpectto 
establish upon him and our Chief Magistrate a degree of trea- 
chery, perfidy, and ingratitude towards those institutions, and of 
delinquency and infidelity of public trust to the country, un- 
parelleled in the annalsof human actions. These, cir, are strong 
charges, high imputations. but I confidently expect to make 
them good. Should I not, I will be justly branded asa wilful 
libeller. Should I succeed in sustaining my charges with proof, 
incontestable proof, I confidently hope these public officers will 
receive the judgment due their political delinquency, so long 
metited at the hans ofa deceived and deluded people, forfeiture 
of public confidence and expulsion from their high stations. as 
soon as the forms of the Constitution will permit. F shall offer 
no controverted or debatable testimony in support of these alie- 
gations; I shall rely exclusively upon facts, recorded facts from 
their own speeches and State papers. Yes, sir,out of their own 
mouthg shall they stand convicted of every charge 1 have pre- 
ferred. Who, unacquainted with the political history of this 
country prior to 1$37, would conceive it possible in the nature of 
human changeability, that either of these distinguished person- 
aces have ever advocated a paper money system, and the worst 
partof the system, the State banks? Every honest man would 
answer, it cannot besa, it istoo base, too profligate. He would 
exclaim, the infamy that would follow the establishment ofsuch 
a fact, would blacken the character of a fiend of hellitself. 1 
am not responsible for consequences, they belong to the actors. 
J am handling facts, and facts I intend te use, cut whom they 
may and however deep they may. I place the “great ex- 
punger” t upon the witness stand; I appeal to his recorded 
confessions, undisputed and indisputable, against himself and 


* Amos Kendall, 


his accomplice, the present Chief Magistrate, who I know will 
not question the credibility of the witness. I now read from the 
speech of the Missouri Senator, delivered in 1834, upon the bill 
to recharter ihe Bank of the United States. “Mr. B. deprecated 
the spirit which had broken out against the State banks; it was 
bspirit which augured badly for the rights of the States; those 
oanks are created by the States, and the works of the States 
aught to be respected; the stock inthese banks were held by 
American cititizens, and ought not to be injuriously assail:-d, 
The spirit of hostility to the State banks Ís of recent origin, and 
seemed to keep pace with the spiritof attack upon the political 
rights of the States.” But, sir, this is not all; in the same 
speech, hesays: “The resolution of 1816, admiting the notes 
ef all specie paying banks to receivability inthe payment of 
Federal dues. Tt was a resolution of cardinal importance for 
the regulation of local paper currency. The effect it had in 
rectifying and purifying a disordered currency had been too 
much overlooked. Its professed object was to regulate the cur- 
rency of the State banks, and to regulate it by the power of the 
Federal Government, through the agency of the ‘Treasury De- 
partment.” Again, from a speech delivered in 1836, in the 
Senate, upon the Specie Circular, we find thislanguage: “Ne. 
yer before didthe prosperity of the country equal the present 
time. Never was there such exuberance of prosperity.” 
Again, in same speech: “No longer can banks set themselves 
above law and above Government; no longer can they stop 
payment.” Now, sir, I will read an extract from a speech of 
this session, made upon the bill under consideration. Speaking 
of these same State barks, he says: “Sir, what is the banking 
of the United States, but the tail, the fungus, the excrescence of 
the British paper system? What is it but this; look atit in all 
its parts, in the aggregate as well as the segregrate,and see what it 
is—how weak in itself—how dependent upon others. The 
banksof the South and West, built upon the sandy foundation 
of borrowed paper, and dependent upon those of the Northeast; 
those of the Northeast are dependent upon the paper fabric of 
England; the whole banking system of the United States has its 
centre in London.” Now, sir, let us pause for a moment, and 
analyze these various passages. This honorable Senator, in 
1834, deprecates any disparagement of the State banks, as a 
violent assault upon State Rights, asa wanton attack upcn the 
“stock of American citizens.” But what more? He eulogizes 
the revolution of 1816, the instrument of the first Jegalized 
union of the Government and the State banks, known to the 
history of our legislation; lauds its “simplicity,” its “efficiens 
cy” in “regulating,” “rectifying,” and “purifying” the disor- 
ders of the local paper currency. And how is this great 
desideratum effected? Hear him: “By the power of the Fede- 
ral Government through the agency of the Treasury Dpart- 
ment.” Andhow? By a “divorce” of the Government reve- 
nues from the banks? No, sir. By exacting Government dues 
in gold and silver, as this bill proposes? no, eir. But by 
receiving State bank paper in discharge of all dues tothe Go- 
vernment—a complete union of bank and state. And yet in 
t610, the same Senator denounces these same State banks, “these 
institutions of the States,” to have been at the time of there 
vindications and eulogies, as well as now, the tail, the 
fungus, the mere excrescence of the British paper system, hav- 
ing no aclid foundation; denounces the union of the Governmert 
with the State banks, tas recemmended by Jefferson” to Presi- 
dent Washingten, and opposed by Hamilton, “as rank Fede- 
ralism.”? I wiil now show that the Senator of Missouri 2nd ths 
Chief Magistrate were one and the same, Castor and Pollux, 
twin brothers, in their financial and currency views, opinions 
and policy. Jn doing this, I will demonstrate, from documen- 
tary testimony, authorities that no friend of the party in power 
will ispute, that it never was the intention of the present Chief 
Magistrate, or of the Missouri Senator, to continue a permanert 
connection of the Government with the State banks; that they 
only intended the league to last until by alliance with these in- 
stittitions, they could succeed in demolishing the United States 
Bank. Yes, sir, the perfidious ard treacherous stratagem was 
conceived and consummated of enlisting the co-operation of the 
State banks, to aid the work of “demolition”? upon the monster, 
regardless of the ultimate ruin of the State institutions, or of the 
prosperity of the country. Now, for the proof of this preposi- 
tion, I read from the official organ of 1839, an article upon this 
point; every word of which Thold the President responsible for 
and so will the country. He feeds and fostera and clothes the 
dirty kennel by his patronage; reads it every morning before 
breakfast; rolls its wilful falsehoods and filthy slandeis under 
his tongue, asso many sweet morsels. Itdoes not publish any 
thing he does not authorize or approve. Hear the article: 
‘Let these who now inveigh against the employmentof State 
banks at that time, (1934,) look back and ask themeelves, whe- 
ther it was possible for General Jackson to accomplish his object 
by any other means. If hehad proposed a separation from all 
banks, he would have forced all the State banks and their 
friends in full and effective alliance with the Bank of the United 
States”? In connection with thisarticle, I read from a speech of 
the Missouri Benator upon this point, delivered this session, 
upon this hill: ‘If any one asks when it was I commenced to 
labor for the establishment of an Independent Treasury, 1 
answer, I began this labor on the day I began my labor to ter- 
minate the existence of the United States Bank, That Bank 
was in the possession of the two precise privileges, which 
would constitute the new system, the privilege of paying the 
public dues in her own notes, and the privilege of keeping the 
public moneys. Now, it is evident there could be no Indepen» 
dent Treasury until these bank privileges were abolished, anit 
to abolish them, the bank itself must be brought to a elose. Tt 
was necessary to getridof thaticstitution before we tould be- 
gin to erect the Independent Treasury. Demolition was to 
precede erection. True, the transit was not direct from one to 
the oiher. There wasa half way house between them; as in- 
dispensable to be stopped at, and tarried in awhile. (Mark the 
emphatic language.) This half way house, as every one under- 
stood, was the State bank deposite system. We continued in 
it three years, from 1834 to’37. It blew up, and we left it, and 
the Democratic party then took the decisive ground of going 
the whole distance and erecting the Independent Treasury; 
basing it upon the two pillars of keeping its own money, and 
using nothing but hard money.” These, sir, are precious con- 
fessions upon this point; murder will out; corroding conscience 
sometimes forces disclosure—unguarded and brazen confidence 
sometimes—pride of self gratification and vanity sometimes. 
'Fhe moving cause of this development is manifest to the dullest 
mind. *“O truth where is thy signet; O shame where 
+ Thos. H. Benton. 3 ; 
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is thy blush!” Sir, my heart sickens at the contemplation— 
my soulsinks iuto deep humiliation at the degralation of my 
country’s honor. It impairs my respect and admiration for 
the forms of popular Government. What else do we hear; 
what else have we heard for the last ten years dinning in our 
ears froin the dominant party, bu: professions of unbounded 
faith in the intelligence and virtue of the people? Vox populi, 
vox dei—the voice of the people is the voice of God—has been 
the burden of every State paper coming from the Exective 
for the lastte: years. The favorite and cherished theme of 
every demaguage in Congress and out of it, of the party in 
power. And yet, sir, ifthere is any credit to be placedin the 
anthora ef the passages I have read tothe committee, it is ìn- 
disputable that the people, the dear people, the intelligent people, 
the profound people, the virtuous peop e, the people “whose opi- 
nions and wishes should always be consuited inthe adoption 
of any great measure,” so far from having their “opinions” and 


“wishes” censulted upon great pub:ic measures, juvolving not : 


simply their prosperity, but their very existence as a free 
nation, have been studivusly kept (by these salf styled Demo- 
¢rata,) in the most profound ig.oraace of what was secretly 
meditated. The people could not be trusted with the secret. 
They had for seven long years been kept upon the green, but de- 
ceptive surface of a full charged voicano, unconscious of the 
danger beveaih, tantalize! by hallow, deceitful, and treacherous 


demagoguea, blinded by flatiery and deluded by specious, but | 


false appearances of permanent prosperity. They, who, for 
sordid and selfish purposes of avarice and ambition, have by 
ey ren songs lulled them to sleep, or if they even aroused them, 
it was only to write the sentence of political ostraciem against 
the patriot who had moral courage and public virtue sufficient 
to proclaim the danger that awaited and threatened them. 
Buer, 1 have cand Mr. Van Buren and the Missouri Senator 
were Castor and Pultux, twin brothers, in all this crusade upon 
banks and currency, in all this perfi ty and treachery to the 
Rate banks, in all this system of infidelity tothe preservation 
of the public moneys, in all this delinquency of duty te the peo 
ple as their “public servanta.” Now, sir, I intend to prove it, 
every word ol! it E mein to prove. Sir, l know these details of 
facts are tedious perhaps; they are bound to be minute and ine 


- dividual iv their vearmg; but it is due to the just appreciation 


of the character of these ind:viduals, filling-high p:aces, to the 
proper amount of authority thei: names should weigh in the 
consideration and ado, tion of this or any other great measure 
of public policy; and, above all, it is due to the abused taith of 
a too confiding and deluded people, that the part played for the 
Jas, ten years in the great drama of bank “demolition,” curren- 
ey demolition, exchange demoliuen, finance demolition, and 

ublic and private property demolition, should be freely and 
aithfully spoken, written, and published tothe people of thia 
country and the world. Ifthe effort should fall still born, as I 
have every reason to fear it will upon the majority of this 
House, and possibly upon the people, though I pray God not, 

t L shall atilf have the consolation of having discharged my 


Now, sir, 1 proceed to offer the testimony to establish the po- 
litical twinship of Mr. Van Buren and the Missouri Senator.? 
I read from a letter, writtea in 1834. Alluding to, and speaking 
of Mr. Van Buren, he says; ‘I have know that gentleman long 
andiotimatcly; w» 2.wered the senate of the United States to 
gether thirteen Pets ago, eat six years in seata next to each 
aher, were always personally friendly, generally acted together 
upon leading subjects, and always interchanged communica- 
tions and reciprocal confidence.” Again, the Senator trom 
Miszouri, in bia speech of this session upon this dill—“the ca- 
tastrophe of 1837 was preparing, and 1 saw it as distinctly before 
it happens aa afterwards. In the winter of 1836, I pointed out 
this catastrophe to the President elect, the now President of the 
United States. Linviced him into the Finance Committee room 
of the Senate in the winter of 1836-7, four monthe before the 
banks exploded, and made knawn to him my opinion of the 
coming danger. J spoke tohim in his high charactar of Presi- 
Gent elect, and to warn him of the danger that was to salute his 
nascent Administration. 1 should not mention this, was it not 
that the President himself well remembers it, and often men- 
tionsit. IL had no more doubt then of the coming explosion, 
than I had afterthe nine hundred banks of the Union had shut 
up.” Shalli multiply proof? I have more at hand, but will 
not stop to read; none but the sceptic, it seems to me, can 
doubt, afier the tacis already furnished. ButI must cizim the 
attention of the committee to a brief analyzation of this para- 
graph. It discloses more important information upon another 
point. Besides the twinship, it fixes, beyond the power of es- 
cape, when taken in connection with the speech of 1836-7, 
and a sentence to be found in the inaugural of Mr. Van Buren, 
in these words, he says: ‘In ali the attributes of a great, happy, 
and flourisning people, we stand without a parallel in the 
world; we present an aggregate of human prosperity surely not 
elsewhere to be found.” 
sometimes are all important in scanning facts. Remember that 


in 1836 the people had fifty millions of doit :rs on deposite in the . 


State banks; depusitaries selected, recommended, and endorsed 
as safe places of the public treasur by these distinguished 
personages. Tue cur.ency of these banks also recommended 
and endorsed to the country as sound,in the speech of 1836; 
and in the inaugural of the 4th of March, 1837, four months at- 
ter the “private conversationinthe Finance Committee room,” 
in which conversation it is agréed that the State banks were 
rotten, that the currency was unsound to the core; that explo- 
sion, a universal explosion, must come and come quickly; and 
yet no public avowal tothe dear people ofthe imminent dan- 
ger of their fifty mitlions of money deposited in these banks; no 

ublic notice of the ruin, the universal ruin, that was ready to 
Part upon the devo:ed hea.Je of those who had been worshiping 
at the shrine of the golden ido!; but, on the contrary, a studied 
silence, disguised under the most plausible and positive assu- 
rances that all was well, all sound. Can any further testimony 
be asked, to establish the charge of infidelity to the Government 


.as guardians of the public treasure; of wilful delinquency and 


treachery to the le? 

Mr. Chairman, beire Iclose my observations on this branch 
of the subject, it is proper to review more minutely the 
views and opinions of the present Chief Magistrate upon the 
subject of Biate banks; to contrast his opinions at different peri- 
ods, that the committee and country may have a standard by 
which to value the worth of his present views. I commence 
as far back as 1929; Iread from State papers. In his message 
when Governor of the State of New York, he says; “*The most 

$Col. Benton's letter to Gen. Davie, of Mississippt. | 

“Epitomised by Holland, his chosen biographer. 
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important business of the session will be the question of the re- 
newat of the charcers of the several banks in the State; thirty- 
one charters would expire in the course of four years, wiih a 
capital of fifteen millions,” he then proceeds to gay: “That to 
dispense with the baaks al og -ther is an idea thatseems to have 
no ailvocate;” he says: “That experience is against banks own- 
ed wholly by the State; and that, 10 make stockholders liable 
in tneir individual capacity throws the stock into the hands of 
irresponsibie persons.” Ife repudiates the practice of exacting 
“bonuses” for bank charters, und says: “That, compaied with 
the community, stockhoiders are few; and hence the legislative 
measures should refer exclusively to the safety and ability of 
the institutions.” He then presents a briefepitome of the *‘safe- 
ty fund system,” and recommends its adoption. Now, sir, 
these are the recorded opinions of our hard money President ia 
1829. We find inthis message no hing about gold and silver 
being the only constitutional medium; vothing about an ‘ex: 
ctusive metallic currency,” except a denunciation of itas a 
humbug; nothing of “monopolies, privileged, irreeponsible, 
soulless corporations,” nothing of the danger of “associated 
wealth’ to the perpetuity of var free institutions; nothing of 
the “delinquency of morals” engendered by excessive bank is- 
sues, and wild speculation; but, on the contrary, exclusive 
State ownership of banks repudia‘ed; corporate association, 
with individual stockholders, vindicated; Jiability of stockhold 
ers in their private property denounced; the charszing of “bonus- 
e3? reprobated; the weakness of stuck soldere, as compared 
with the power of the community, urged as & reason why the 
legislation should especially regard the “safety and stabiliiy of 
the banka.” 

Now, sir, E must acknowledge, had I not long since adopted 
formy motto “nil admirari,” wouter at nothing, 1 should 
have beet struck with surprise and amazement when l first 
read this State paper. Butto come down to a more recent date. 
Inthe delebrated leuer tu my colleague, S Withtams, written 
in 1836, the present Chief Magistrate endorses ant approves all 
the recomin ‘ndations and eutogies of his ilustrious predecessor 
upon the State banks, no difference of opiuion, perfect harmo- 
ny between him and the late President upon the various cur- 
rency movements of his eventful aiministraiion; no one dou bis 
it. Thavealreaty givin the reason. tte boasis in that letter of 
the successful fiscal operation of the State banke, of their sale- 
ty as depositaries, of the promptuess and facility with which 
they transferred and diebureed the public funds free of charge 
to the Government; he speaks exultingly of the soundness of 
their circulation, ofthe c :eapnessof dumesiic exchanges, the 
increased amountofsuch facilities furnished to trade over and 
above the United Siates Bank in any given period; the reguia- 
tion and purification of the currency, and the increase of gold 
and silver, proceeding from the poiicy of the Administration in 
the judicious management of the-public money as deposites in 
the bunks, now denounced by him as the vicious, pernicious 
union, “injuriousto banks, currency, and Government.” 

Lest I may bə charged with misrepresentation, Mr. Chair- 
man, asevery thing is disputed there times, and these views are 
so antagonistical to Mr Van Buren’s present views, I will read 
from that letter a few paragraphs, that there may be no mis- 
take upon this point, and the first extract will show you what a 
profound fivancier our worthy Chief Magistrate 18, aa illus: 
trated by experience, “No rational plan jer the regulation of 
the fiscal affairs of the country, can fail to succeed, if the mass 
of our industrious and enterprising population, without regard 
to local, sectional, or political distinctions, are only sincerely de- 
sirous for its success.” Now, sir, this letter is written in Au- 
gust, 1836, a few short monthsafter the passage of the deposite 
Jaw. A “plan for the regulation ofthe fiscal affairs of the coun- 
try’’—supported, passed into a law, voted tor by overwhelming 
majorities of both parties, in both Houses of Congress, and 
signed by President Jackson. No candid man will say that the 
“great mass of our industrious and enterprising popula‘ion, 
without regard to local, sectional or political distinctions, were 
not desirous for itssuccess”? The President will not say it was 
not a “rational plan.” This wouldbe casting a deep reflection 
upen the intellig_nce of his own friends; it would be a denun- 
ciation ofthe very measure, the fever that lifted him into fthe 
high station he now occupies, if the sagacity, sound jadgment 
and weli matured opinion of his friend from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
BUCHANAN, jis entided to credence. That distinguished Sena- 
tor, in his able speech this session upon this very bill, speaking 
upon that act, uses this strong and emphatic language: “I veri. 
ly believe the present Chief Magisirate would never have been 
elected had it not been for the passage of the deposite bill.” 
Now, sir, the question recurs, why did this “plan” fail; was it 
not a “rational plan?’ The President will not say eo; he dare 
not say so. Thenames of the ablest statesmen of this or any 
other age, of all parties, stand recorded in ite favor. I have 
given you the reason in extenso in my remarks already deti- 
vered. Mr. Chairman, the reason is summed up in this short 
sentence; it was not the “plan” of Martin Van Buren, Thos. H. 
Benton, and the secret cabinet, composed of names that I will 
not defile my tongue nor offend the ears of this committee by 
mentioning. It Jeftno‘voluntary,” no “discretionary” powers 
with the Executive. Itdefined in terms of 1igid specification, 
the duties and powers of the Secretary of the Treasury. It in. 
terposed an impassable barri+r between the public pnrae and 
the Executive. It did not provide by Jaw for a union of the 
purse and sword in the hands of the President; the consolidation 
ofall powers; despotism n its most odious shape. In fine, it 
wasnotthe “Independent Treasury,” which the Senator from 
Missouri tells you and the country he and Mr. Van Buren have 
been covertly aiming at and assiduously struggling for since 
1830. Sir, withthe proofs 1 have furnished, can any honest 
man doubt why it was this plan so suddenly failed? See the 
executive weapon resorted to, instantly upon the adjournment 
of Congress, the specie circular; ordered in the teeth of every 
member of the Senate, save two, the Senator from Missouri be- 
ing one. The identical measure had been proposed afew days 
before the adjournment as a legislative measure and rejected. 
A weapon of itself sufficient, as it proved to be, if wielded for 
evil, to arrest the “success” of the “fiscal plan,” the deposite 
act, passed with such unanimity in Congress, andreceived with 
auch hopeand joy by the country. Ti especie circular, a mea- 
sure justified under the pretence of checking the sales of the 
public lands, and stopping the over issues of the banke, and sav- 
ing the public treasure from loss. Howhollow; how false; how 
delusive. I: was not needed for the second purpese, as the de- 

osite act of all measures was best adapted to answer that end. 
tcould not effect the first object, asthe money, immediately 
upon payment to the various receivers, was placed in the most 
convenient banks, ready to be loaned out the sama day. The 
operacion in this respect proved by experience, and was admit- 


a el A TT, =$ 


H. of Reps. 


SS eee 
ted in the annual message of the President, as he was bound to 
admit, however unpleasant, unsuccessful. It amounted to a 
financial rotary motion, a mere circle of payments ard cis- 
countsot the very same specie, pail into the banks ene hour and 
Joaned out the next to some favorite speculaior. k totally faii- 
el in the third purpose, having no adaptation to the end; at Lae 
posed no restraint upon the depositories; 1t simply opermed un- 
justly, unequally, and unconatitutionally upon the public res 
ceip's, But, sir, it produced effects—effects ruinous to the 
finances, ruinous to the country. This measure deranged the 
whole internal commerce of the country, producing panic, de» 
streying confidence by the Goverament blowing up bank credit, 
and breaking up exchanges, atthe very time when the banks 
were in a critical position, performinga heavy operation, in fut- 
filment of the requirements of the deposite act. a crisis waer the 
banks and the country should have been penni:ted to have mace 
the best possibile us- of their resources, without violence from 
the Government. Yes, sir, if patriotism tad prevaiied with the 
rulers of thia nation, instead of interposing Government embar: 
rassment, the fostering hand of Government should have been 
extenled For the sake of the country, for the sake of the peo- 
ple, for whose benefit Government je nstitued, and not ior die 
sake of the banks, every aid not ineonusisieut with the Const tu- 
tion, would have b: ea afforded atihis trying crisis, Brut was it 
done? no, sir, no. The success of that measure Was al War 
with the erand scheme of the cabal E have named; party poul.cy 
demanded its defeat; the sacrifice must be made aud was nade, 
in despite of the fact bl zing in their faces, as eler as heaven’s 
sunveam, wih it must be sacrificed the true interests al the peo- 
ple. And yet, ir the “Great [umbueger” exclaimed * glorious 
specie circular,” “the ever glonous specie circular” and his 
idulatrous crew of wor hippers. eusbraci: g the new President 
echoed aud re-echoed the maniac sound, repcaiing the, more 
then Gothic exclamations of the party, duriag the pressure + 
933 134, ‘perish credit.’ “perish commerce? rather iian uo 
th varten In the success of the grand scheme. Never was the 
power of the Government more wantonly or basely used, to ef 
f-cta potiticatend. Aga financial measure it did violente to 
all the laws of trade and commerce, by the direct aud forcible 
interference of Government. A result ica plain for any -man of 
even mean sigaciiy not to see who undersiood the fust rudi- 
ments of finauceand irade Ignorance or misjudgment affords 
no apology. Commerce has its laws, maxims, fiacd and mva. 
riable principles, unchangeable; this measure done violence to 
the plainest one of these principles, it carried the money from 
whence it was due, and sent it toa section from whieh it was 
owing; "it took i: from the creditor and sentir to the debtor, it 
revrreed the laws of commerce and exchange. Instead of 
easing the exchanges, at that time much unbalanced, by order- 
ing the revenue trom the debtor section of the country to the 
creditor, where it was received fur disbursement, thereby aid- 
me to square the balance of trade between the South and West, 
andthe Bast and North in its practical operation, it reversed 
the current of exchanges, and ruinously increased the balance. 
It not onty had this deleterious eff: ct, but it diminished fourfold 
the amount of circulating medium in the creditor section, in ad- 
dition to the unnatural abstraction of the amount received for 
sales of land. The requisition being made in gold or silver 
alone, every dollar withdrawn from the banks to meet the order 
in council. took away the basisof four dollars of paper curren- 
cy. But this was not all. The panic, alarm, confusion, and 
apprehension, excited upon the community, operated toan ex- 
tent that defies human calculation, Some conception may, 
hewever, be formed by the ravages that ensued; the umitigatad 
mischief that followed to the Treasury, to all classes of society, 
to all sections of this wide spread Union. 

I do not intend, Mr. Chairman, to be understood aa saying all 
the distress and ruin this country has suffered proceeded alone 
from this measure, or that there woul! have been no explosion 
in the currency; this I do not believe; “antecedent causes” 
had been operating for years, the fatal effects of which 
were bound to produce a moneyed crisis; it had only been 
por poned by factitious circumstances, thwarting the rezu- 
ar connection of cause and effect; but what I mean to say 
is this: the catastrophe was hastened, aggravated, egre- 
giousiy aggravated. by thie measure. There would have 
been a partial suspension, but not universal; there would have 
been no national bankruptcy, no universal, all-pervading dis- 
tress, unparalleled individual insolvency, but for the adoption 
of this “despotic order,” go “glorious,” ever “glorious” in the 
estimation of its authors, wantonly pernicious and wicked in the 
estimation of every man who will look impartially at the con- 
dition of the country now, and contrast its condition then, and 
listen to facts, and candidly attribute effects to their just and 
natural causes, and give “to human passion its na'ural agency 
in stimulating human action.” Now, sir, to leave this dizres- 
sion, and return again to Mr. Van Buren’s Bank views. From 
the same famous letter, I read this paragraph: “The amount 
transferred by the deposite banks from June, 18°75, to April, 
1836, was over seventeen millions of dollars; the operation has 
been without logs, failure, or expense.” Again: ‘In regard to 
the domestic exchanges, the amount performed, at the last re- 
turns, by thedeposite banks, exeeeded thirty millions; which 
would be, in a year, one hundred and eighty millions, It fur 
ther appears these exchanges have been effected at a lower 
rate than by the United States Bank? I here close the testi- 
mony upon the Presi!eav’s Bank opinions. J will not weary 
the committee with any comments of mine; indeed, no comment 
18 needed; the facts are plain, intelligible, fully sustaining every 
allegation I have made, bold and darii.g as they may have seem- 
ed, at firat blush, to those who had not taken the pains, or had 
the curiosity or the means of reviewing these topics. I have 
been thus minute in Jaying bare the political history ef these 
distinguished personages, not to gratify any feeling of envy or 
malice; my bosom repudiates any such motive; not to exercise 
& malignant vanity at showing up the ridiculous and multifa- 
rious tergiversations and inconsistencies of great leacing politi- 
cians; not to draw off the attention of this committee from ihe 
true merits or demerits of this measure, by dealing in the ar- 
gumentum ad hominem, which of itself, Ladmit, neithcr esta. 
blishes the truth or falsehood of a proposition; but my object 
has been purely patriotic. I know that, with the great mars of 
men, particula ly in times of high party exciter ent, authority 
is every thing; reason, abstract reason, solidargument, nothing. 
How else could I check error, and break the spell of delusion, 
fatal delusion, that has deceived and misled thousands and tens 
ofthousands of confiding followers; forming their opinions 
upon the simple authorities of others, without thinkirg for 
themselves, than by holding up in broad but true relief the 
political history of these men, that the people might see how of- 
ten they had already been humbuggec; and if they were dispo- 


~ 


770 
261n Cone----lst Sess. 


eed to profit by ead and woful experience, steer clearof future 
difficulties by w.thdrawing their confidence from such a pack 
oi political charlatans. “Or. 

Mr. Chait man, I cannot do complete justice to this part ofthe 
sudject wiihou:i noticing briefly the opinions and statements, at 
diferent periods, of another distinguished individual upon the 
topic of State banks, as likewise upon the measure now under 
consnlerauon. This individual is now, amd has been for a se- 
nies of years, honored with the high station of Secretary of the 
Treasury, Chancellor of the Exchequer; his character as an able 
Gnancier, and asa faiihful public utlicer, has received in this 
debate the highest encomiums; every device has been resorted 
to, to give force and weight to his views and opinions, and to 


bolster up and varnish hia reputation asa man and a faithful , 


pubiic servant. It is due to those maltreated institutions—it is 
due to the complete history uf this topic—it is due to the people 
of thigcountry, that these Jaise clothes should be toru off of this 
indivilua’; that his gross inconsistencies, hie glaring contradic- 
tions, his stupid ignorance, ot his wilful turpitude, should be 
laid open to public view. That the deceived and deluded people 


may learn and know how litte importance, how lite credit, * 


ought iw be given toeven the sworn official statements of the 
highest Executive officers of thisnation. Task the attention of 
the committee aud the country to facta, stubborn facts, and 
figures, thesc are the weapons of truth, sacred truth. The spe- 
cial report of Secretary Woodbury, communicated to Congress 
in 1331, on the public moneys, speaking of the Sub-Treasury, the 
very same project contained in this bill, he says: “This kind of 
ponsona! agency, (alias the Sub-Treasury,) in the opinion of the 
undersigned, isto be avoided, because i 19 leas convenient, less 


secure, more Complex, if not moze expensive.” In same re- ; 
port, speaking of the comparative safety of the State banka ` 


with the United States Bank, or Government agents, (alias the . 


Bub Treasury,) he vindicateg the State banks by reference to 
tables, figures, and facts; proves conclusively their preference 
over sud-treasurers as safe de 
the Government hai sustained from State banka, he says: “Thus 
the truth on this much misunderstood and misrepresented sub- 
ject, ia, that in 1317, when the deposites were ordered by the 
charter of the second United States Bank to be placed in that 
institution, and the State banks were discontinued as deposito- 
ries, and only atout sixty State banks failed to meet all the de- 
mands on them with promptitude, the whole indebtedness of 
the seven deposite banks when they failed was only $139,010; 
and they have since paid to the Government $133,169. These 
payments, indepeudent of some interest, leave due only the 
spal! sum of $6000, Notwithstanding the wide-spread com- 
mercial distress of 1817, 1818, 1819, it will be seen that only four 
more deposite banks suspe 
1821; one only in 1818, whieh hassince paid ail its debts; another 


itories, Speaking of the locses 


nded payments between 1517 and | 


in 1819, which owed only about $17,000, as a deposite bank; and | 
two in 1821, both of which have settled every thing originally | 


due. Thus the truth on this much misunderstood and misre- 
Presente:| subject, is, that four out of the number of the select- 
ed banks have discharged all their liabilities, and the residue of 
the liabilities of all the others, as deposite banks, is less than 


This is not a tythe of the sum which has frequently ` 


been lest to the Treasury by the failure of individual merchants | 


on their bonds for Imports; nor equal tothe sum frequently lost 
by the failure of many single disbursing agents connect-d with 


the different departments of the Government, avd under large | 


bonds tor eecurity.” Again, from the same report: “If we 
include the whole present dues to the Government from discre- 
ciled barks, at all umes and of all kinds, whether as deposito- 


ries or no’, and embrace even counterfeit bills and every other | 


species of available funds in the Treasury, they will not exceed 
what is due fiom two such fines, of almost one hundred banks, 
not depositories, wh'ch, duriog all our wars and commercial 
embarrassments, have heretofore failed in every part of the 
Union, in debt to the Government on their bills or otherwise, it 
wiil be seen by the above table that the whole of them, except 
seventeen, have adjusted every thing they owed, and that the 


balance due from those, without interest, is less than $82,000. | 
Justice to the State banking institutions as a body, whose inju- | 


ries to the Government have been almost incredibly exaggera- 
ted, aa! whose great benefiisto it have been almost entirely 
cverlooked, has led me to make this scrutiny, and submit ite 
results, under a hupe that it will in sume degree not only vindi- 
cate the banks from much unmerited censure, but justify this 
Department for the confidence it has recently reposed in 
them.” This report next treats of the State banks aa fiscal 


ageuts—compares them with the United States Bank—then of ! 


the commercial benefits—their ability to furnish exchanges-- 
amount annually-—cheapness—the soundness of their currence 

—ite great uniformity of value—equa! to the paper of the Uni- 
ted S ates Bank; and if not, still he argues in the report there 
should be no re-established Bank, for this reason, because, he 
e.ys: “AN the advantages of a paper of high and general credit 
could be obtained, if deemed neceesary, by Congress merely au- 
thorizing the issue of Exchequer bilis or Treasury notes in pub- 
lic payments, and every object deemed valuable ae a paper cur- 
reacy could be obtained asa revenue measure constitutionally.” 
He then proceeds to descant upon the benefits to the Treasury, 
of a connection of the Government dues with the State banke— 
the “regulating,” “rectifying,” and “purifying” operation of 
this union of Bank and State upon the currency. He concludes 


with this unanswerable argument against the “Snb-Trea- | 


evry,” and preference of the State benka over that 
measure; ‘In considering their safety, it should con- 
stantly be recollected that the owners of banks are like 
other individuals, interested to transact business securely; and 
desirous of making, not losing money; and that these circum- 
stances wiih the preference in case of failu e, being in favor of 
depositors and billho'ders over the stockholders, united with 
the security, if not priurity given to the Government, render 
them, in puint of safety, generally mach superior to individual 


agents of the United States.” Again: “H is gratifying toreflect,that - 


the credit given by the Government, whether to bank paper or 
bank agents,lias been accompanied by smaller losses in the expe- 
rience under the system of Siate banks in this country, at their 
worst periods, anc in their severest calamities, than any other 
kiad of credit the Government has ever given in relation to its 
pecuniary transactions.” Hence, he concludes in these words: 

Governments cannot be administered without giving some 
credit to debtors, and to collecting, keeping, and disbursing 
officere. Changing the same of the debtor or the debtor himself 
from a bank or corporation toan indvidual, does not produce 
any change over the nature of the transaction, and not 
prevent it from still resting npon credit, and leaving in some 
degree, liable to all ite ers and disasters. Hence, unless 
the States and the Uni’ 4 &ates, should both deem it proper to 
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diepense with the paper system (and which event is not antici- 
pated) the Government cannot escape occasional losses from 
that quarter, and can never hope to escape all losses from banks 
or fiscal agents, except by the Ferment in their place of indi- 
vidual agents, who will pobably be found lesa resi ronsible, safe, 
convenient and economical.” This is Secretary Woodbury, in 
1834. It wasthen the policy of the Administration to write u p 
the State banks, to insure ther strength as allies in demolishing 
the United States Bank—a leading part of their policy as I 
have heretofore shown. I have read but short extracts from 
this report, and epitomized the substance of the residue accu- 
rately and faithfully; it consists of fifty long pages; to read it 
all would fatigue the patience of the committee. Much of it is 
contained in the extracts from the letter of the President to S. 
Wiiliane. Every finance and currency idea contained in that 
famous letter is taken from this report, much of it verbatim 
et literatim, as any gentleman can see who will trouble him- 
selftoread and compare. A pure and rich fountain of finan- 
lore, worthy to be drank at by the Chief Ma- 
gistrate of amighty people; fit original, fit copyist, par nobile 
Sratrum; a aoble pairof brothere. It now, Mr. Chairman, be- 
comes my painful duty to compare these extracts read from this 
report, and copied and endorsed by the President, ae I have 
1ead to you, in his electioneering manifesto, with the statements 
of this eame President and Secretary, in the annual message 
and repert communicated t> Congress at the opening of the 
present Congress upon these topics, and particularly upon the 

int of losses to the Government, by the employment of State 

nksas fiscal agents and depositories. I read first from the 
report of the Secretary, copied in the meseage and endorsed: 
“Losses appear to have occured from defaulters among officers 
in every administration. The largest amount of loss from each 
class has been by deposite officers, consisting of banks, and in- 
cluding as the resolution requires, the depreciation on such of 
these notes as weretaken for public dues. The loss by this 
clase, at the lowest estimate, has exceeded six millions and a 
half of dollars. The aggregate of al] these topics, taking the 
lowest estimate for banks, is about thirteen millions. The 
losses by the banks alone have been nearly as great as by both dis- 
bursing and collecting officers united, and ig more than three 
fold as great as by collectors and reeeivers.”? Here are glaring 
contradictions, gross discrepancies, not zimp} of opinion, of 
theory, of speculation; but contradictions o fact, of figuree— 
figures taken from the same table, flagrant discrepancies of 
calculation, from the eame data. precise, full and com- 
piete information, and evidence, was before the Secretary in 1834, 
when he presented his views and his calculation of losses, from 
which he made his calculations in 1839; and yet such palpable 
contradictions, such inexcusable misstatements, in either the 
one or.the other report, I venture, cannot be found in the fiscal 
State pa of any civilized nation upon the face of the globe. 
Idefy all history, from the beginning of time, to produce a 
parallel. It gives meno pleasure to expose this unpardonable 
Official misconduct. F apeak not in anger or malice, but with 
emotions of shame and mortified pride for the degradation of 
national honor. How must such things appear to enlightened 
foreign nations—how humiliating to every votary of a free 
Government—how will they be viewed by impartial posterity? 
Our children will blush for the disgrace of their fathers. 

Mr. Chairman, a short extract {rom another authority upon 
thie measure, and I have done with this branch of my subject. 
1am about to read from an authority that is considered ortho- 
dox with you, sir, as well I believe as all others of the sonsof 
the Old Dominion, who agree with you in political sentiment. 
It is for your benefit and edification, and for the benefit and edi. 
fication of the school to which you belong, thatI read it. I 
fear were I to pass it over, E would be charged with a want of 
courtesy, after the various authorities [have referred to. I 
Tead from the Richmond Enquirer, September 8, 1837; that 
venerable editor, after denouncing this very measure, this Inde- 
pendent Treasury, as it is now called, ther called the “Sub- 
Treasury,” as an “innovation,” an “untried expedient,” more 
“expensive,” lesa “convenient,” adding “a dangerous increase 
of Executive patronage.” He winds up in these emphatic 
words: “The Sub-Treasury has never been sanctioned by the 
Republican party. In 179l, Mr. Madison argued against the 
necessity of a National Bank, by urging the employment of 
State banks. The same argument was preierred by Mr. Bur- 
rell, in 1811, against its recharter. It was again called into re- 
quisition in the attempts to charter, and then continue the 
second United States Bank. In fact, the State banks have been 
adopted at every crisis, and not the sub-agencies.”” 

Now, sir, it becomes my unpleasant duty to explode another 
financial idea of our Chief Magistrate. It is a favorite delu- 
sion with him and his Becretary. It is to be found, with a 
slight alteration of phraseology, in every message and report 
since bis inauguration; it is mixed up inall their State papers, 
to bolster this measure. Never was there a grosser humbug 
palmed off, or attempted to be palmed off, upon an intelligent 
people; yet, from want of exposure, the eommunity not being 
in possession of the facts, the tables to detect the imposture, it 
has obtained many believers. The idea is this—that the aug- 
mentation of specie, from thirty millions in 1833 to eighty-five 
now, is attributable to the wise policy of this and the past ad- 
ministrations. The President, in king of the wisdom of 
the policy pursued by himself and his illustrious predecesror, 
says: ‘Tts results have already been too suspicious, and its 
success too closely interwoven with the future prosperity of 
the country, to permit us for a moment to contemplate its aban- 
donment. We have seen, under its influence, our specie aug- 
mented beyond eighty millionsof dollars.” Now, sir, was there 
evera more daring assertion madein the face of figures. By 
reference to the reportof the Secretary of the Treasury, laid 
upon our tables, and published tothe country, it appears that 
our groes imports have exceeded our exporta the immense sum 
of one hundred and seventy one millions of dollars in the last 
six years; allowing, then, seventy-one millions for profite of 
trade, which is extravagant, and we have a balance against us 
of one hundsed millions of dollars. Hew isit, then, that we 
have had an increase of fifty-five millions of specie in the last 
seven years? According tothe regular course of trade, we 
ought to be stripped of the eighty-five millions, and fifteen mil- 
lions in debt in addition. That we are not in that predicamem 
isnot the fault of this Administration, How is it, then, we 
present such an anomaly in finance and commerce, the 
balance of trade continually against us for the last ten 
years, and still specie amounting to the immense increase of 
fifty-five millions fiowing in? A paradox difficult tobe com- 

rehended at a superficial view, easily explained when the 
acts are understood. With the exception of a few millions 
arising from the Neapolitan, Spanish, and French indemal- 
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ties, thisentire influx of precious metals isto be accounted for 
alone by the discountof American securities in Europe, of vari- 
ous kinds,bank stock, railroad stock, canal stock, dc. And, sir, no 
man knew this beter than our Chief Magistrate and his Secre- 
tary; to doubt their knowledge, is to impute to them a degree of 
ignorance that should impeach them, and remove them both 
from office. And yet you find this arrogant imposture, this daring 
humbug, iterated and reiterated in every message, and in every 
report of the Secretary since 1836, But, sir, thisisnotall. Our 
worthy President, not content with robbing the States and indi- 
vidual corporations of theirjust merit, in order to make politi- 
cal capital to save a sinking Administration, to shift the distresa 
that hangs on the country, and the bankruptcy of the Treasury, 
from the mismanagement and misrule of the Administration, he 
in his late message arrays the amount of this State debt, exagge- 
rates the true amount nearly one-half, as I will show from an ac- 
curate table, to magnify its importance and its indiscretion; mis- 
states the condition anu profits of those improvements; throws 
all che influence of his high official station into thescale, to blow 
upon the credit of these securities in Europe, to the embarrage- 
ment, delay, and ruin of some of these noble enterprises. Tho 
heart that could meditate and perpetrate £o wicked a design, a 
course so ruinous to the private intcrests of thousands of praise- 
worthy citizens who have staked their all in these works, #0 
prejudicial to many of the States who have embarked largely in 
a system of improvement, now uprofitable because of 
their unfinished condition; so destructive to the general prospe- 
rity of the country, meets not my envy. Listen to the language 
of our Chief Magistrate upon this topic, so alien to his duty, so 
foreign to the appropriate topics required of him by the Consti. 
tution to be “recommended” to Congress. He says, “The fo- 
reign debt of our States an:l corporations can scarcely be leas 
than two hundred millions, requiring more than ten millions of 
dollars to pay the interest. This sum has to be paid out of the 
exports of the country, and must of necessity cut off theim- 
ports.” Now, sir, I had supposed this was one of the ver 
things we needed as a nation, a diminution of imports; at all 
events, itis one of the boasted effects to be produced by this 
very bill; but more upon this point by and by. To proceed 
with my reading—‘‘In lieu of the comforts which it now brin 
us, we might have our gigantic banking institutione, eplendi a 
but in many instances, profitless railroads and canals, absorbin 
the surplus fruits of national industry for years to come, an 
securing to posterity no adequate return.” Upon this topic, as 
upon all others, we find our President and the Missouri Senator 
in perfect harmony—Castor and Pollux. 

now read from the Senator’s speech at the opening of this 
session on the “Assumption of State Debts:” “Such are the re- 
presentatives of the State debts, the best of the banks are doing 
but little, the best of the roads and canals are barely paying 
repairs, management, and interest. The mass of these institu- 
tions and works may thus be characterized—barren banks which 
cannot lerd, suspended banks which cannot pay, unfinished 
roads and canals which are useless, finished ones which are 
either bringing their owners in debt, or barely paying the ex- 
pense of repairs, the cost of management and interest upon the 
outlay.” Tcannot do justice to the history of this subject, with- 
out introducing a name 1 wouldgladly omit, but Iam not per- 
mitted to do so. It finds itsetf in iactoñ, but we are 
tolil that politics, like misery, makes strQlRe bed fellows. The 
adage was never more true than in this Mistance. I now read 
from the speech made this session by the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Calhoun] on the same subject: ‘‘But the States 
are deeply m debt, and it may be said what shall be done? I 
know they are in debt, deeply in debt, and Ideplore it. Yes, in 
debt, lam not afraid to assert it, for the most Idle projects, got 
up and pursued in the most thoughtless manner. South Caro- 
lina is also in debt; she has spent her thousands in wasteful ex- 
travagance on one ofthe most visionary schemes that ever enter- 
ed into the head of thinking man”? Now, sir, do the annals of 
human malignity furnish such a conspiracy against ae, 
unoffending, enterprising citizens, private corporations an 
State institutions? Is there to be found in the tide of time, in 
the legislation of any Christian people, a combination of discord- 
ant politicians, making common war upon enterprises and in- 
stitutions over which they have no jurisdiction, out of the 
sphere of their legielation? Enterprises, however "worthless 
and profitless” they may appear in the judgment of our Chief 
Magistrate; however “visionary” in the conception of the practi- 
cal statesman of South Carolina, J pronounce, and posterity wil! 
pronounce them works that a Bridgewater might envy, a Bo. 
naparte be proud of. Knowing the biography of our Chief Ma- 
gistrate and his private griefs, I am not at a loss to account for 
his reaJiness to seize any occasion to detract from the well | 
earned character of the author of the great Erie canal, when 
by doing so, he can manufacture politcal capital. *Theee worde 
yetring in his ears: “A political grimalkin, purring over petty 
schemes, mousing over sinister st) atagems, without elevation of 
mind or dignity of character.” {The iidignant and scornful con- 
tempt of an insulted widow, whose husband had been persecuted 
to the verge of his grave, no doubt provoked and renewed anew 
the festering malignity of this“little animal.” But I must cone 
fees Tam at a loss to account how it is, that the Senator from 
South Carolina conl? find it in his heat, for any purpose earth» 
ly, to blur the brightest star in the wreath that surrounds the 
brow of thedeparted Hayne. But, sir, the moet fatal matter 
connected with thia rhod: montade against State institutions, 
and State and individual enterpricer, affecting the reputation of 
the conspirators, is that facts and figures flatly controvert their 
material statements. Nothing they have said will bear the test 
of examination. Now, sir, it is untrue that they are indebted 
200 millions or 170 millions, or that they have nothing to show 
for their debts, but “worthless, rotten British goods.” It is not 
true that at any one of them is “visionary” in the judginent of 
any sound practical statesman, Jam here provoked to read a 
short extract fram the speech of the Hon. J. C. Calhoun, deliver. 
ed in the House of Representatives, on the 4th of February, 
1817, upon a propæiiion made by him to set apart the bonus 
and dividends of the United States Bank for purposes of internal 
improvement. This statesman, in that able speech, after ad- 
vocating the constitutional power of Congress to make internal 
improvements; yes, sir, the most Jatitudinous construction of 
the Constitu ion to be fonnd on record, advocating the expedi- 
ency and sound policy of exercising the power by the General 
Govornment, concludes with a specification of the objects of 
communication. This is his own language: “The first greet 
object is to perfect the communication from Maine to Louisiana. 
This may be considered the principle artery of the whole eys- 
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tem: the next is the connection of the lakes with the Hudson. 
Ina political, commercial, military pomt of view, few objects 
would be more important. The next object of chief importance 
is to Connect all the great commercial points on the Atlantic, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, Richmond, Charleston, 
and Savannah with the Wostern waters, and finally, to periect 
the intercourse between the West and New Orleans.” Now, 
air, this, atthe day it was spoken, might have been, and was 
deemed “visiouary,” yet, what was then thought wild theory 
and mad speculation, are new, (with two exceptions,) glorious re- 
alides, those two far advanced towards completion, and but 
for the paralysis brought over their progress, by this unkind and 
unnatural assault upon State securities, by which their credi 
has been injuriously and unjustly affected in foreign countries, 
(where the authority of such names have undue weight, and 
the true condition of these works are not known,) would be in 
vapid progression. I leave it to this honorable Senator to re- 
concile these two speeches, I know his superior excellency in 
harmonizing seemingly inharmonious contradictions, at least to 
his own entire satisfaction, if to no one else. Inow ask the at- 
tention of the committee to the facta upon the subject. I must 
be indulged io this seeming digression. My constituents have 


a deep interest in this} “most visionary” project—it 1s neces- | 


sary to a full analysis of the message—it is one of the topics then 
discussed in connection with the measure befora the committee 
for adoption. Now, sir, fur the facts upon these various points, 
After the many and repeated misstatements by individuals high 
in office, whose elevated position alone would give credit and 
importance even to a speculation, much less a positive asser- 
tion, the only sure way, I trust I may say without any just cause 
of offence, of coming to a just cunciusion, is by undisputed as- 
certained facta. How, thea, do the facta stand upon these va- 
rious poinw. And, first, the amount of these State dents. The 
President estimates it at not lesa than two hundred milhons; the 
Missouri Seantor at one huadred and seventy millions; either of 
which estimates exceeds the true amount one hundred millions, 
or at least one equal half. Much of this over estimate is mani. 
feet (rom the very table referred to by these two able financie) GA 
T allude to Comptrolier Fiagg’s report. Tnat report makes the 

regate sum of State stocka issued and authorized to be js- 
sued, for banking, canala and railroads, turnpikes, and miscel- 
laneous objects, at $170,805 177. Now, sir, it is strange it 
should have the attention of these sagacious statesmen, 
who haye assumed to themselves the high prerogative of lee. 
turers upon individual and State improvidence and extrava- 
gance, that there is a s:riking difference between a stock autho- 
rized to be issued and stock actually invested, so as tu make it 
dona fide ade Millions of this one hundred and seventy 
authorized have not been cashed, for want of a purchaser; 
millions have never yet been offered in market; millions 
have by subsequent acts of legislation been repealed and can- 
celled; millions have been paid off. Second point: these im. 
provements are “profiles, not yielding cost of management, re- 
pairs, and interest.” [now read an official return upon this 
pone ene the nett dividend—the lowest, 64 per cent.; the 

ighest, 16}: 
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Now, sir, in mortifying contrast with the declarations I have 
read from these American citizens, permit me to read a short ex- 
tract, bearing upon this point, from the paper of a distinguished 
foreigner,t an able and intelligent engineer, after a tour through 
the United States for the express purpose of viewing our public 
works, particularly railroads. He makes this statement: “Ac. 
cording to the facta collected during my travels in the United 
Grates, there are now 3,000 miles of railroad completed and in 
operation, 425 locamotives, and I believe, up tothe end of 1839. 
the length of railroads may amount to 4,100 miles; the capital 
invested, about sixty millions; the average result of the railroads 
now in operation in the United States is, that they give a yearly 
interest of five and a half per cent. on the capital invested. 
This result must be regurded as very satisfactory, because the 
areatest part of the lines have enly been a few years in opera- 
tion. Un all the lines there has been a yearly increase of at 
least fifteen to twenty per cent. in the grogs income; so that 
those lines which do not pay now, willgive, in a few years, a 
handsome dividend. I have no donbt the large capital invested 
in railroads in the United States will not only produce an incal- 

tCharleston and Cincinnati Railroad. 

1F. N, Chevalier Da Gertner. 
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culable benefit to the country, but likewise pay the shareholders 
a dividend which, under good management, by the constant pro- 
gress in population and trade, must likewise irom year to \ear 
increase. F would request the particular attention of our Chief 
Magistrate to this publication, it would furnish him much use- 
fu. Knowledge that he seems to be in profound ignorance of: it 
wouid teach him a spirit of candor and mag:-animity that he 
seems to be a stranger to, no doubtin consequince of his recent 
associaiiens. He would there learn some wholesome lessons of 
po'itical econumy— how to advance national prosperity and na- 
tional union—from the example ofa king. He will there learn, 
whilst he is ransacking the practices of foreign mv»: acchies, 
fromthe Emperot of ali the Russias to the Emperor of Morocco, 
ihe Imaum of Muscat, for precedents for his hard money, iron 
box acheme, w recommend itto the favoritism of a free Repub- 
lic, that the “King of Belgium has discovered some other things 
more necessary tO a nation’s prosperity, a nation’s happiness, a 
nation’s perpetuity, a nation’s grandeur, a nation’s glory, than 
“vaults,” and “celis,” “iron shests,”? “locks and keys; more 
useful monuments—the derided objects of our enlightened Chief 
Magistrate and his Senatorial allies; monuments of Peace, of 
utility, of intelligence; monuments calculated to advance the 
national welfare, commerce, industry, and independence of the 
people. This enlightened monarch has discovered, in order to 
make a people tranquil and happy, they must have employment, 
just reward for labor; that there isan intimate connection be- 
tween the financial prosperity and the business prosperity of a 
nation: ‘that the ability to bear taxation was measured by the 
productive wealth of the nation; that an impoverished people 
could not long sugiain a heavy exaction of tribute: and, above 
all, he will learn that that monarch illustrate by his policy, in 
his encouragement and fostering protection of useful enterprises, 
such as railroads and canals, his praciical wisdom and states- 
manship—the tendency and effect of which was to bring his na 

tion into more intimate contact, and to for: it into One large fa- 
maly; by which the actual uational device, “union fait la force,” 
(union gives strength.) becomes realized, 

Sir, let our worthy Chief Magistrate read this paper, and 
then his annual message, and, unless he has lost all sense of 
shame, it seems to me his cheek must redden, and a wounded 
conscience pierce him with mortified reproach. 1 couid read 
tables to the committee, upon the subject of our canals, equally 
conclusive. Ascertained facts, from the official reports of the 
various State officers, exhibit a handsome profit to the stock- 
holders, besides the incidental advantages incalculable to the 
States and to tha nation—advantazes social, commercial, milita- 
ry, and political. iut I forbear; time will not permit. 

3d. As t» these “gigantic banking institutions, most of which 
must rot down on their foundations, before the bonds are 
due upon which they were built,” from the official document 
how before me, on my table, furnished by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, on this subject, showing fhe condition of the State 
banks, made out from official returns, we are informed that there 
are in the United States, at this time, 958 banis and branches, 
circulation one hundred millions, amount of debt four hundred 
and fifty millions, amount of bank capital three hundred mil- 
lions, amount of individual deposites seventy-five millions, 
amount of specie thirty-five miilions. Now, sir, this tabular 
statement shows the banks of this country, at this moment, to 
be in a more sound condition, as a whole, than they ever have 
been since this was a nation—even the golden period, when the 
President and his party were lauding them to the skies; de- 
cidedly asafer praportion of specie to the amount of circulation. 
Allowing twenty million cof one hundred in circulatien to be in 
deposite wich the various panks ag balances, which is less than a 
fair allowance, according to the Secretary’s own computation,and 
it leavesonty eighty millionsof bank paper actually in circulation 
—but little over two dollars to one of specie. Why is it, then, 
I may be asked, there are one half of them suspended? Sir, I 
answer, the unceasing warfare of the Administration. Ground 
your arms; hurl this despotic measure back to the monarchs 
and despots from whom you have borrowed it, to the dark ages 
of barbarism; hold out the protecting arm of the Government; 
strike down the black banner of “demelition,” and raise the 
banner of peace and of protection, and I stake my reputation as 
a prophet that in six short weeks these banks will rise up, 
phenix-like, from their ashes, and move on in theif accustomed 
channels. r, what is the afflicting disease of the country at 
Present? Not a pressing foreign debt. Foreign exchanges are 
at from 106 to 107, lower than they have been foryears. Not a 
lack of money—seventy millions in the vaults of the banks upon 
private deposite, our crops uncommonly good—al! these 
evidences ot general wealth, and yet the entire business of the 
country is struck with a paralysis; the poor man cannot find 
demand for his labor, nor the rich man for his capital; a deadly 
Incubus hangs over the land. And why isit? Sir, it is the un- 
certainty of the future, the instability of Government, the un- 
ceasing interference with the currency, the credit of the coun- 
try, the most sensitive of all things; the quack experiment upon 
experiment, and expedient upon expedient; hence arise the agi. 
tation and alarm of the future; no man lends, no man borrows, 
every one hoards, security shaken, credit destroyed, national 
embarrassment and individual] distress inevitable. 

dth. The proceeds of these State debts, “British dry goods, 
gossamer, and lawn,” received and worn out. In response to 
this, I refer to the table I read from, proving incontestably the 
acquisition of 55 millions of specie, the proceeds of American 
stocks. Besides, in the last ten years, we have imported &4 
millions of dollars worth ofiron, about 25 millions of which has 
been forrailroads. If Lam correct in my estimate, we had 80 
millions well accounted for, which, taken from the 100 millions 
of true debt, leaves only 20 millions to be explained, which I 
have no doubt was wisely invested. I am now through with 
this ruthless onslaught upon State credit and the credit of private 
corporations, because they stood in the way ofthe grand scheme 
of the party, and could not be made subservient to political pur- 
poses, These recreant railroad companies have not passively 
bowed to the upstart tyrant of the Post Office. Here ts reason, 
sufficient with others I have given, for the attack upon them. 
The “gigantic banking institutions” stood in the way of the In- 
dependent Treasury; that is sufficient reason for an uncompro- 
musing hostility to them, together with the fact that a large 
amount of these stocks belonging to a State institution,” towards 
which our magnanimous President and the leaders of the party 
entertain a rabid hatred, a political monomania, ; 

I proceed now, Mr. Chairman, to consider the specific merits 
or demerits of this Independent Treasury scheme. And first, 
the specific financial objections to the meaaure. 

Ist. Its inconvenience is admitted on all handa: cther things 
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being equal, friends and foes acknowledge the superior conve- 
nience of banks in facilitating the transter of the public money>, 
Twill not detain the time of tie committee by reading xtract 
upon extract frum the messages ofthe President, and the re- 
ports of his Secretary upon this pomt, a poin: too clear, wih 
any due regard for candor, to be deba ed, though soms wil: 
hog orations on this floor have even controverteu Ws po tt 

21. tt is more expensive. This objection ts alsu conceded by 
the President and his Secretary, but by no means t0 a just ex- 
tet; it is admitted and attempted to be jusi fed. They have 
both sophisiically and ingemously endcavered to friiter away 
this objection, appreciating its force, the Treasuty being bank- 
rupt, and a message teeming with homilies upon retrenchment 
and economy, They admit an additional expense of $60.009 
arnually, besides the cost of erecting two Independent Tiea- 
gury buildings, their “iron vaults and ceils and luck;” there lo 
be erected in large cities, where all our custom-houses have 
averaged from 500 te a million of dollars, the grand Independent 
Treasury building in tms-city, not yet complete, ata cost of over 
a million; and this expenss is only the beginning, the ente rng 
wedge. Already, in this very bill, ihe Senate has raised ihe sa- 
laries of the principal sub-tieasurers, or receivers general, as 
this bill denominates them, Sub-treasurers being a plain Re- 
‘ublican name, did not round weil in the vocabulary of modern 

emocracy; the appellation receivers general, berrowed from 
a monarchy, sounds more pleasantly upon their eare. The 
machinery will go on enlarging and enlarging, and with enlarge- 
Menta corres;onding increase of expenditure ud infini:um. 
The Presi ent suppresses a single iem of expense that must 
eecessarily attach upon the passage of this bill, amounting to 
twice the sum of 60.000 dollars annually; L allude to the pen- 
sion agencies. This branch of publ c service ig now performed 
free of charge by individual agencies, receiving uo other com. 
pensati:n but the use ofthe public money between the time of 
deposits with them and disbursement Textorted this unwilling 
admission fiom the chairman of Ways and Means, in thie dis- 
cu‘sion in the early part uf this session, upon the persion bill, 
This bill makes it a penitentiary effence for any ag-nt or offi- 
cer of the Government of any kind to use In any way the public. 
money. Justan ly, upon the passage of this bill, these pension 
agents will resign. It is absurd to suppose that individuals 
will labor fur tie Government and find themselves, and as- 
sume heavy responsibilities, without compensation of some 
kind; they will resign, or you musi give them a standing sala- 
ry. Here, then, is an expense growing out of this measure of at 
least one hundred thousand dollars annually. There are addi- 
tional expenses necessarily incident to this measure, considering 
it, as its friends describe, a mere fiscal machine for co!lecting, 
keeping, and disbursing the revenues. Here, then, alter the 
erection of buildings, and all appurtenances of iron chests, 
safes, vaults, locks and keys, to which expense the bill affixes no 
limit, is an additional expense of two hundred thousand dollars 
annually, to conduct this Executive machinery, in itsearliest 
simplici y, mn its very origin. What willit cost in its manhood, 
in its full growth.aud maturity, God, inhis infinite kaowledge, 
only knows. Iam now contrasting the expense with the State 
bank. system. It is notorious to this committee and the coun- 


- try, that it cost the Government nothing while the State banks 


were used as depositories, either for collecting, keeping, or dis- 
bursing the public moneys, that they acted as pension apena 
without charge or reward. This additional expense of ,000 
annually, if there should be no en argement of the scheme, no 
increase of expenditure, which isimpossibie, from the very na- 
ture of things, even if it be honestly and bona fide administered, 
the increase of wealth and population will require some in- 
crease of expenses annually. But suppose it to remain sta- 
tionary, it willamount in the short space of twenty years—the 
life of the charter of the National Bank—to the enormous sum 
of four millions of dollars over the State bank system, But 
how does the comparison stand with the United States Bank? 
That institution, also, without charge, collected, kept, and dis- 
bursed the entire revenues of the Government for fifteen years, 
until she was forcibly arrested by the removal of the depoeites, 
including the payments to all pensioners. But this was not all: 
in additien to this service, (and be it remembered not one far- 
thing out of four hundred millions that passed through this 
Bank was lost to the Guvernment,) this Bank paid one million 
and a half of dollara into the Treasury. Add this tothe four 
millions above, and we have five millions and a half of dollars of 
additional expense in twenty yeara against the Independent 
Treasury, when compared with a United States Bank. One 
would suppose this sum ought to make any scheme a little “in- 
dependent.” But remember, this independence is all at the 
cost of the people. Surely this cannot be considered no slight 
objection, particularly ata crisis like this, when your Treasury 
is bankrupt, when we have exhausted the last do!lar of our sur- 
plus, and have created a national debt of five millions, for tho 
payment of which the ropery of my constituents and yours 
stand mortgaged and pledged. Where is the spirit of retrench- 
ment and economy 20 much boasted of in the message, vannt- 
ingly displayed in almost every paragraph, eo often repeated as 
to become disgusting to the taste? How does the practice tally 
with the professions upon this point, as al] others, with the party 
in power? Their economy is like their Democracy, all from 
the teeth outwards: it never penetrates the skin, much less 
reach the heart; economists in precept, ependthrifts and prodi- 
gals in practice. : r : 
3d objection, its insecurity. I new come to a more important 
demerit of this measure as a financialscheme. Under this head 
I refer to the multiplied evidences I have already presented in 
the way ofargument, authority, and tried experience; eviderices 
taken from the State papers of the President and his Secretary, 
from the speeches of every distinguished supporter of this mea- 
sureatthis time. But in addition to this mass of testimony, 
testimony of itselfsufficient tocondemn this measure before any 
impartial tribunal, I now offer evidence of woful experience, 
during the three years’ practical operation of this measure. 
From official documents furnished by the Secretary, and laid 
on our tables, the losses for the last three years, during the 
ractical operation of the Independent Treasury, the Treasury 
fas sustained a loss of $2,064,209, equal to nearly cne half of 
the losses by collecting ofticers during every Administration 
from the foundation of the Government—forty-eight years. 
Information by the Secretary of the Trensury. 
The following items are extracts from a letter of the S: cretary 
ofthe Treasury to the Houge of Representatives, in obedience 
toa resolution of that body calling on him for a statement of the 
annual expenditures and losses of the General Government, un- 
der each Administration, from 1789 to 1837: 
Amount of defalcations in the first four years of Gen. Wash- 
ington’s administration 3 - . <- > + $4,889 
Second four yeara - : : . =- RIR 
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The four years of John Adams’s administration - 176,770 
First four yeare of Thomas Jotferson’a_ administration, 64,419 
Bacond four years - o . : - 152568 
First wur years of Jamos Madison’s administration - 460,35 

Second four years . . . . + 1078% 
First vur years of James Monroe’s administration - 1,207,153 
Second four years ` . - 985, 


The four years vi J. Q. Adams's administration - 
Firm four years of Andrew Jackson’s admiuistration, 103.502 
Second four years : . : . = 2 
Total amount in these forty-eight years `- + $1,956,563 

Compare the above with the list of defaulters under the pra- 
seat Administration, and it will be seen that within the last 
three years, the Government, under Martin Van Buren, haslost 
nearly one-half as nuch as waslost under all the previous Ad- 
ministrations for forty-eight years. 

Tae following is the list of Loco Foco detaultera, with the 
amount they have stolen set opposite their names: 


Samual Swartwout, New York - . . 

William M. “Price, do. : > eL o oO 
A. B. Phurston, Key West, Florida 2822 14 
Gevige W. Owen, Mobile, Alabama 14,173 48 
Israel P. Candy, Crawfordville, Indiana 39,013 31 


Abner McCarty, Indianapolis, Indiana - 
B. F. Elwanls, Edwardaville, lilinois -~ 
W. L. D. Ewing, Vandalia, Tlinois . 
John Hays, Jackson, Mississippi . 
Willie M. Green, Palmyra, Missouri . 
B 8. Chambers, Little Rock, Arkansas - 


David L. Tod, Opelousas, Louisiana 27,238 57 
B. R Rogers, Opelousas, Louisiana 6,624 
Maurice Cannon, New Orleans - : 1,259 
A. W. McDaniel, Washington, Miezieippi 6,000 
Join H. Owen, Bt. Stephen, Alabama - 30,611 
George B, Crutcher, Choc:aw, Mississippi 6061 
George B. Cameron, do. do. 33,959 
8. W. Dickens, do. do. 11,831 
— Do. . do. 898 
Wiley P. Harriz, Colambus . 109,178 
Witham Taylor, Cabawba, Alabama 23116 
U. G. Michell, do. do. 54,626 
3. W. Stephenson, Galena, THinois 294 
Litlebury Hawkins, Helena, Arkansas 100,000 
S8. W. Beail,Green Bay -~ 620 


Joseph Friend, Washita, Louisiana 
Seti eh Stet inp 
ərdon D. Boyd, Columbus, i 
R. H. Sterling, Chocchuma, do. P 
Paris Childers, Greensburg, Louisiana 
William Lian, Vandalia, Liinois - 
Samuel T. 3co:t, Jackson, Mississippi 
James t. Pollock, Crawfordsville, indiana 
John L. Daniel, Opelousas, Louisiana 
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M Neville, Cincinnati, Ohio - . 781 
M. J Allen, Tallahasece, Florida - "621 
Robert T. Brown, Springfield, Missourt - 6:0 


Total, . . : > e $2,064,209 86 
Theae exhibitiona of moral delinquency and omen ulation 
ve me no pleasure; I refer tə them more in sorrow than anger. 
t siz, we are considering a grave measure, a measure of 
momentous magnitude othe weal or wo of the country; all the 
light within our reaeh should be brought to bear upon it; we 
are legislating for the future; we should draw our knowledge to 
guide us from the past; experience, I repeat it, is the motherfof 
wielom. In thetable E have r we discover a painful and 
rapid increase of the relaxation of Public morals, since the open 
declaration in the Senate, that “to the victors belong the 
spoils.” Andisit not shocking, positively shocking, beyond all 
human endurance without getting into a passion, to readin the 
Messages ofthe great chiefofthe party, acting under this ban- 
ner fiying to the winds forthe lastten years, gathering the cer- 
morants and vultures ofall parties, the repeated denunciations 
of the moral delinquencies of the banking corporations and of 
the people? In his last message, after speaking of the pervading 
and abiding moral deficiency of banks and individuals, like the 
boasting Pharisee he exclaims, let others do as they may, it is 
incumbent upon us “to hold erect the principles of morality and 
law.” Oh impudence unblushing! to use such an expression 
after repeated i in the exercise of the appointin, 
power, ofnot only retaining in office netorious defaulters an 
peony but actually appointing to distinguished honor aud 
reign stations, convicted delinquents, convicted by their own 
acknowledgment, or by the report of committees ufinvestigation, 
based upon sworn and indisputabl: testimony. Having made it 
one of his cardinal political maximsin appointments to high sta- 
tions toselect men rejected by the people of their immediate 
vicimage for the most humble Staie offices, going upon the 
moder Democratic principle that those whom the people 
condemn as worthy victims of popular disfavor, are fit 
subjects, in his estimation, of Executive patronage. Now, 
sir, if our Chief Magistrate would be advised by one so 
humble as myself, I would suggest to him a better guarantee 
forthe security of the public moneys, and a safer prevention 
against fature pecolations, than all the iron safes, chests, bolts 
and bars, and locks and keys, that he can have manufactured 
in the next one huncred years, if every house in the country 
was a amith-shop, with a vulcan at every anvil; it is a eimple 
machine; let the President go back to the standard of Jefier- 
gon—‘is he honest, is he qualified?” If he will erect this 
“standard,” and be guided by it in his appointments to office, 
take honest men with “fit qualifications,” and he will be reliev 
fromthe trouble of giieving over the laxity of morals of banks, 
private citizens, or public officers, in a very great degree; ex- 
plode the idea that party zeal and party devotion, and politi- 
cal defeat, is to be rewarded by office; teach the people that 
private and public integrity and virtue is the onty passport to 
political preferment and station; and the deplorable sta'e of 
public morats engendered by the spoils principle will be puri- 
fied: pub ic officers will be found, who will again discharge 
their duties to the country as they did in the purer days of the 
republic, unguarded by bolts and bars, unchecked by the se- 
vere penalties of law. Then, and not un then, shall we have 
faithful public agents, then, and not till then, shal! our treasury 
escape the heavy peculations so repeatedly perpetrated upon 
it during this reign of the coalition of the two parties; one fight- 
ing inthe North, with the banner unfurled, inscribed upon it, 
“to the victors belong the spoils; in the South, the banner 
streaming in the wind, with this equally mercenary inscription, 
“the enurement of office.” 
It is aflimey apology made’ for the heavy defalcations during 
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this Administration, that the laws are insufficient. The same 
laws, the same safeguards, the same restrictions, are in force 
now as existed during any former Administration. There has 
been no repeal, no qualification, no removal of legal limitation 

Another decided preference in favor of the superior security of 
the bank syatem over the Sub-Treasury, ia this: private inte- 
reat is always more watchful than public. The stockholders 
knowing their entire stock would be liable for any defalcation, 
would exercise a vigilance in proportion to the heavy rozpon- 
sibility. It is the aecurity of interest, honest private interest, 
that wise legislation should look to for the safety of the public 
Moneys, not to locks and keys, and not to oaths and penalties. 
Government officera at best, are a sleepy race of mortale. We 
read that the apples of Juno were guarded by a dragon with a 
hundred heads that never slept; and yet, they were stolen. 
Bars and bolts, and iron chests, and safee and locke, aud keys of 
themeelves, furnish no adequate security, unless a watchful 
eye aud an honest incorruptible heart governs the arm and 
wields the hand that holda the key. Read not to menor any 
common sense mnan a dissertation to prove, that because the 
vaults in the Sub-Treasury can be made as strong as the vaults 
iu banks, that this is evidence of equal security. Ineult not 
my understanding, by an argument to prove that security of 
the public moneys consists in inanimated matter. I spurn all 
euch flummery asan insult to my understanding. It has been 
well said, that he was not an unwise or an unjust judge, of 
whom it is recorded, that— 

“He sent the thief who stole the go'd away, 
And punished him who put it in hie way.”' 

Save us from temptation was a wise prayer, uttered by one 
who knew the infirmity of human nature. Is not the history 
of our country tull of melancholy examples of the inability of 
honest men to resist strong temptation. Surely, it is not wise 
or just to place by out legislation temptations in men’s way, 
that we know by constant and sad experience to be sufficient to 
overpower the positive enactments of law, consisting of the 
heaviest penalties—penalties of physical suffering and disgrace. 

4th. Financial objection. Its tendency and direct effect to 
diminish the revenue. 2 hisis conceded, or rather it is claimed, 
as one of the virtues—one of its excellencies. Mr. Buchanan, 
of the Senate, in enumerating its specific benefits, says it will 
“diminish our imports after the year 1342.” He then goes on 
to amplify upon this bles ed result. Now, sir, that a Senator, 
from a middie State deeply engaged, (more deeply, when we 
calculate the various manufactures, than any other State in 
the Union,) should feel exultation and self-giorification, at this 
most benign influence, does not astonish me. But that ex- 
treme Southern gentleman, opposed to a high tariff, should be 
working shoulder to shoulder with the gentleman from Penn- 
syivania, in support of a measure having the conceded effect 
to reduce our imports, does astonish me—does amaze me, at the 
very time it is argued and made manifest that our revenue 
from imports and lands will fall skort five millions of defraying 
the ordinary expenses of the Government, “administered upon 
the most economical scale, consistent with a just regard to the 
public interest.” Sir, let us look into this matter a little fur- 
ther, it is an important point, particularly it seems to me—it 
deserves the examination and consideration of Bouthern gentle- 
men. What does our Chief Magistrate my upon this topic? 
Courtesy requires we should always consult him first upon 

reat questions of finance. In his annual message he uses this 
janguage: “The check lately given to importations of articles 
subject to duties—the arrangements in the operation of internal 
trade -and especially the reduction ually taking place in 
our tariffof duties—all tend materially to lessen our receipts; 
indeed, it is probable the reduction resulting from the last cause 
alone will not tall short of five millions of dollara, in. the year 
1842, as the final reduction of all duties take place then.” 
just at this heavy crisis of diminution, the Senator from Penn- 

Ivania, a high tariff man, wants to apply the pruning knife of 
the Independent Treasury, to cut down still lower the imports. 
But, again, from the message: “The whole revenue then accru- 
ing, both from customs and the sales of public lands, if not 
more, will undoubtedly be wanted to defray the necessary ex- 
penses of the Government, under the most prudent administra- 
tion of its affairs.” The lowest possible amount necessary to 
defray the ordinary. expenses of the Government, according to 
the President and his Secretary, is twenty millions annually. 
The President says in his annual message: “I have directed the 
estimates for 1840 to be subjected to the severest scrutiny, and 
to be limited to the absolute requirements of the public ser- 
vice.” If the President be correct in his calculation, with the 
exercise of the most rigid economy, the ordinary expenditures 
cannot be less annually than twenty-one millions, (though it 
will be remembered. that thirteen millions during Mr. Adams’s 
administration was pronounced by this very economist, in his 
celebrated retrenchment report of ’26, as wasteful prodigality.) 
But more upon this pomt under its appropriate head. To 
pursue my argument, I now read a short extract from the an- 
nual report of the Secretary of the Treasury, upon thia point of 
necessary, ordinary expenditures: “But an expenditure of 
twenty millions for ordinary purposes, though much reduced 
from the aggregate during a few years past, is believed to be 
more, instead ef leas, than sound policy justifies, while the pre- 
sent annual embarrassment in moneyed affairs shall continue.” 
(Mark the qualification in the last clause of the sentence.) The 
opinion of this strict economist, whilst the Government is bor- 
rowing money annually, at the rate of five per cent. interest, 
thereby creating and piling up a national debt every day and. 
every hour as time rolls on, to meet the ordinary expenditures 
of this most economical Administration. This officer of finance 
thinks that perhaps even the curtailed and reduced sum of 
twenty millions, is more than sound policy justifies during “the 
present unusual embarrassment in moneyed affairs.” And this 
officer acting under the peremptory order of the President, to 
limit his estrmate for the year 1840, by the moat rigid standard 
of economy, leaving out every expenditure of an extraordinary 
kind, omitting any appropriation for the Fiorida war, for the 
new organization of the militia, recommended by the serine | 
of War, and is zealously endorsed by the President, omitting all 
expenditures of every sort that belong to the head of extraor- 
dinary expenditures, he still computes twenty millions, as in- 
dispensable to discharge the ordinary, necessary wants of the 
Government for the year 1840. To meet this estimate of ex- 
penses, the Secretary furnishes an estimate of income, of re- 


ceipts from customs, fifteen millions—from lands three and a 


half millions. The residue is to be raised by borrowing upon 
Treasury notes at five per cent. or some other mode yet to be 
suggested and adopted. 

e are also told by the same high 
Prato Papers that the receipts from customs 
creasing, must decrease under the 
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mise Act, until the year 1842, which operation, alone, the Proet- 
dent says, will diminish the income from this source in that 
year, at least five millions; add thie sum tothe two milli 
and in 1842, there will be a ueficit in your Treasury, an annual 
deficit, of seven mithons, independent of unexpecied deficien- 
cies, fluctuations, or extraordinary aemands. This calculation 
is based upon the data of the President and his Secretary, and 
it is uged by one of the abiest advocates ofthis bill in the Se- 
nate, that oneof the peculiar merits of this measure will be, 
further to diminishthe customein the year 1842. laek the at. 
tention of Southern geutlemen, anti-tariff men, to this view of 
the subject—gentlemen who are supporting the party in pow- 
er, who fixthe minimum expenditure of this Government at 
twenty miilions—gentlemen who supportthis measure, a mea- 
sure that {have shown already will cost an annual eum of two 
hundred thousand dollars, besides a heavy outlay to begin ope- 
rations. How is this deficiency to be raisod? J address my- 
self to Southern anti-taritf Van Buren men. Sir, there is but 
two ways,and you sir, nor any other supporter ef this Adni- 
nistration shali escape this dilemma. 1 repeat, sir, there are 
but two ways, an increased tariff, or direct taxes. And noone 
I presume would dare propose this substitute. I call upon 
Southern planters, not Southern politicians, to pause and ĉon- 
sider thie view of the subject. That thisscheme should be @ 
favorite measure with Administration politicians in the Middle 
and Northern States, where a high tariff is popular, is not sur- 
prising. Itisall natural enough. But thatany sage Southern 
statesman should not perceive ita effects upon his section of 
the country, isto me marvellous. But sir, such is the power 
of party delusion; we daily see the wisest heads intoxicated into 
political madness and phrenzy—reason loses her balance, all 
common sense vanishes. Aslam addressing this part of my 
argument to the South particularly, I desire to make my proof 
full and compilete—it is an important point in the case. Inad- 
dition then to the above authorities, I offer another authority of 
weight with a portion of this house and this nation. I read 
from the speech of Mr. Calhoun, delivered this session, on the 
assumption of State debte: "I need not inform the Senate there 
ie not a surplus cent in the Treasury; that the moet rigid econo- 
my will be necessary to meet the demands on it the present 
gen that the revenue, so far from being on the increase, must 

rapidly reduced, under existing laws, in the nexi two years.” 
Here is confirmation of the views ofthe President and Secreta- 
ry. With these admissions and facts before him, canany can- 
did and impartial man resist the conclusion, that the direct ef- 
fect ofthis measure must be to unite, with other causes, in de- 
mandingan increase of dutieson importa—plain reason sug- 
gests it, boasted acknowledgments admit it; who can doubt it? 
none but the wilfully blind, blind because they will not see, or 
seeing, tied by party chains, have not the candor nor the pub- 
lic virtue to admit, to their constituents, the true effects and 
evils of thismeasure. I here close my argument upon this point, 
leaving it to some Svuthern opponent of this bill to do it more 
ample justice. 

6. I now approach a still more important specific {financial 
objection to this bill; its tendency and direct effect to incroase 
the expenditures of Government. This point presents a grave 
financial question—1t requires a full fexamination—t is vital 
to the merits of this bill—fortunately on this point we have the 
light of experience. This scheme, as I have conclusively shown, 
has been in practical operation during the existence o thie Ad- 
ministration, in the hands of itsauthore and friends, to aid it in 
a successful trial. With the Executive andan overwhelming 
majority atleast in one branch of Congress, without whose as- 
sent no appropriation for expenditure could be made, with all 
these propitious advantages, eo favorable to a successful rosult, 
what are the facte? I deal not in vapid deciamation upon 
this point, no conjecture, no speculation—the matter is too ge- 
rious for this, itis a question of facts ant cold figures; by facts 
and figures I propose to try it: then for the facts and figures. 

I shalt test the practical effect of this measure upon the ex- 
dendituresin various ways, so there may be no apology, no ex- 
cuse, no escape. 1 shall contrast the Government expenditures 
during the reign of this Administration, and the existence of this 
scheme, with the same number of years of Mr. Adame’s admi- 
nistration, pronounced by Mr. Van Buren in 1827, to be prodi: 
galin theextreme. And fet, I will show how the comparison 
stands—of aggregate expenditures independent of the payment 
of public debt of any kind, redemption of Treasury notes or 
Government liabilities of any sort. Iread from the official 
statement furnished by the Secretary of the Treasury, in reply 
to the resolutions of the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Bznton,} 
this session, bearing date May 7th, 1840, the identical document 
relied upon by the friends of this Administration to vindicate 
its economy; upon this record Itake issue and riek my objection 


under this head of my argument—now fer the figures. 
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The last comparison includes none ofthe following items; 
euch as the public debt, trust funda indemnities,claims of State 
for war debts, or three per cents on lands sold; occasional dona. 
tions in money to objecta in the District of Columbia, or other- 
wise; survey of the coast; taking the census; duties refunded; 
exploring expedition;.and materiale collected for the gradual im- 
provement of the navy, (including improvements at navy yards,) 
durable public buildings of ai! kinds: bridges and fortifications; 
all roada, canals, breakwaters, and improvements in rivers and 
harbors; arming the militia and forts; ali pensions except those 
to invalids; and the purchase of ttle to lands 
(Indian Department;) the removal of Indians, and the wars; 
with such other paymonts as may have been made in those 
Jois for property lost, or injuries committed, during any hosti- 

uee. None of these years or columns includs any thing on 
account of the Pust Office Department. 

Nota.—-The expenditures for 1832 are subject to variation on 
the settlement of the Treasurer’s accounts for that year, which 
have not yet reached this office. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 

Rogister’s Office, May 4, 1540. 
T. L. SMITH, Register. 

Now, sir, I have been reading from a table, prepared for the 
express purpoge of meeting and refuting the charge of wasteful 
and prodigal expenditure upon the part of this Administration. 
The first comparison shows an excess of $57,192,510. These- 
cond comparison shows an excess of $23,157,180. The last 
showing an expense of double, in the first treble, the sum in 
Mr. Van Burens’s three years ove: Mr. Adams’s, neither in- 
eluding a single one of the many items embraced in the bill of 
excep:ions just read. These are the facts, the undisputed and 
indisputable figures. What explanation, what apology, what 
what excuse, can be given for this excess, this enormous ex- 
teas? Why, s:r, various, but unsatisfactory.. Amongst others, 
it is contended thatthe increase of “wealth and population” de- 

and justifies this vast increase of expenditure. Is this 
oo? I must resort to figures to test this apology; we must con- 
suit the lights of experience to test the validity of this excuse. 
How has it been during other Administrations, when popula- 
Gon and wealthjwere equally progressive, all other thinga being 
equal? I will take a period of eight successive years, embrac- 
ing the four years of Mr. Adams’s administration, and the four 
first yan of Gen. Jacksen’s, and we will see how the matter 
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Here we have the expenditures for eight successive years, 
embracing the “wasteful administration” of Mr. Adams, show- 
ìng an increase under one head of only a few hundred thousand, 
and under the other an actual diminution of over one million. 
This exhibit, I think, explodes this apology of our learned Se- 
cretery aodretailers on this floor. What next; why, when you 
block the argument by these figures, that cannot be explained 
away or contradicted, gentlemen say, we chaliengé you for the 
items of extravagance; we demand specifications; give us the 
bill of particulars. Give the items! Take up the Blue Book 
ofthe Republic, which corresponds with the “red book of mo- 
narchies,’’ (as was said in the celebrated report upon retrench- 
ment and reform of 1816, made by Van Buren, Benton and Co.) 
and read the astounding fact that then, when the Government 
was pronounced by this committee rotten to the core with pro- 
digality, the number of collecting officers in New York was 
oly 174, and the amount of their salaries $119,620 39, and that 
now, in the third year of the economical reign of Mr. Van Bu- 

the number of officers to perform the same duty is 497, and 
their annual salaries $556,615 92. In the emphatic language 
of this committee, “the Blue Book of the Republic is indeed 
a growing little volume;” and “still this is a mere proving of 
Executive patronage in thecity of New York,’ say this com- 
ruittee. Take up the report of the Secretary, laid on our table 
February 17, 1839, containing a statement each year, from 
178 to 2887, of the cost of collection of customs, and the rate of 
per cent. the cost of collection bore to the value of imports, and 
also the payments into the Treasury, and read the figuree, 
showing the amazing fact that. in 1826, the cost of collection of 
all the customs was only $390,999 18, and that in 1837, with a 
smaller ameuntof duties to be collected, it amounted to the 
enormous sum of $1,492,974, an increase in ten years double of 
the haerease from 1759 (it being then $239,541 03,) to 1826, a 
space of thirty-scven years. ‘The rate o! percent. 0n payments 
into the Treasury in 1826, 3 66—~—in 1937, 11.79; almost 40 per 
.cent. in ten years, whilst the rate of per cent. in 1526 was one 
percent. less thanin 1789. The sime table shows the rate of 
p cent ofimports in 1826 to be 1.04; in 1837, 1.05. So these 
guron prove, with no increese of business, in fact a falling off 
of business, the number of officers have increased in ten years 
from 174 t0497; that the cost of salaries of officers. for no more 
labor, has increased from $117,6 0 3919 $555,615 92; and that 
in per centage on collection has risen from 3.65 in 1926, to 11.79 

1887, 

Bir, I could continue this bill of particulars until it would 
maks a volume larger than the Blue Book; but I will not reca- 
putaw the apecificationsalready presented by others; nor will 

weary the committee by adding a freah list. Sir, enumerate 
kem upon item, specification after specification, until the heart 
et a plain American citizen sickens at the contemplation of ori- 
ental grandeur and extravagance of this self-styicd Democratic 
dynasty, aping afier royal tashion, and you are instantly met 
with the cry, this is invidious, malignant. But, Mr. Chairman, 
when all other champions fail, the gentleman from North Ca- 
roiloa (Mr. McKay] comes in to the resene, anil, Atlas-like, 
shoulders the charge of extravagant expenditure, and boasts he 
ean carry ittriamphantly. And how does he undertake the de 
tensed By denying say of the Sgures Ihave read? No, sir; he 
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admits the expenditures, but pleads to the jurisdiction—denies 
Executive responsibility. : 

Sir, J propose very briefly to analyze thie defence of expendi- 
tures, this labored and somewhat spurious defence of the Admi- 
nistration upon this charge of extravagance. This notice isdue 
to the high position that at gentioman holds in the ranks of hia 
Party, being considered their Ajax Telanion, when there is any 
cy phering to be done; particularly when it becomes necessary 
to use the new rule in Arithmetic, denominated “reduction 
ascending,” torescue this Adminiatratien from an inextricable 
difficulty. His plea to the jurisdiction under this indictment 
for wasteful prodigality, is, that the Executive is not responsi- 
ble for any increase of expenditure. Now, sir, neither admit- 
tiag nor denying the validity of thia plea, I enter replication: 
that Mr. Van Buren is estop. ed by his bond from offering any 
such plea in his behalf, either by himselfor attorney. I intend 
to try him by his own standard; on the gallows erected for Mur- 
decai I intend, Haman-like, he shall hang. He, in his high ofti- 
cial character of Senator, in | acting under the obligations 
of sworn duty, arraigned Mr. A upon a similar charge, 
before a similar tribunal. Ia vain did he, through his advo- 
cates, plead no Executive responsibility; in vain did they say, 
“the Executive could originate no lawa,” “could pass no ap- 
propriatione,” “could not takea dollar from your Treasury 
without law.” These pleas, now so pathetically and feeling! 
made, were then ruled out of court by Judge Van Buren, with 
his associate justices, Benton and Co. presiding. Truly has it 
been said, retributive justice will surely come, sooner or later it 
will come. And in thia instance, there is a remarkable coinci- 
dence, Mr. Chairman, in the lapse of time, between the deed 
and the visitation of justice, with another that transpired many 
centuries since. 

In ancient history, we read of a tyrant of Agrigentum, who 
made use of the most excruciating turments to punish his sub- 
jectson the smallest suspicion. _Perrillus, one of his subjects, 
made him a brazen bull, and when he had presented it 
to Phaleris, the tyrant ordered the inventor to be seized, and the 
first experiment to be made on his body. These cruelties did 
not remain leng unrevenged; the people of Agrigentum revolt- 
ed in the 10th year of his reign, and put him to death precisely 
in the same manner as he had tortured Perillus and many of 
his subjects afierhim. These examples of retributive justice 
should be preserved in hiatory as monuments of terror to ty- 
rante, as evidence of God’s eternal justice to martyrs—to pa- 
triots. Yes, sir, he that was broken upon the brazen bull ef 
Executive responsibility for Government expenditures in ’29, 
will live to see the inventor of the infernal machine writhing in 
March 1841, under the grinding feet ot his own cruel device. 
Now to the analysie of the defence of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, and considering he hails from “Old Rip Van Winkle,” 
he has made more progress in refined notions than any plain, 
ungophisticated Southern man I have any acquaintance with. 
The President is said to be a magician, and likely his associa- 
tion has been of the familiar kind with him. The talismanic 
artis quite communicative. His next defence ie, “The money 
was in the baler and it must be expended.” This is his 
own language; this is new doctrine, although we are told there 
is nothing new under the sun. The gentleman is entitled to the 
conception of originality; this excuse that quality if 
noother. Congress, in its wisdom, has cevieed another mcde, 
besides wasteful extravagance, to deplete an overflowing Trea- 
aury It seems etrange that so recent an example should have 
escaped the gentleman’s memory. A remedy for a surplus 
Treasury quite as successful, se masterul extravagance, and in- 
finitely more beneficial in its effecte, though in this debate this 
wise and most provident measure has not escaped the ruthless 
hand of assault. Time willnot allow, or I would gladly review 
some of the “unmeaning bombasv” that stunned my ears only a 
few daye since from the te side of this hall (alluding to 
the gentleman from New York, Mr. VANDERPOEL]) on this to- 
pic. Not content with making a defence for the Admintetra- 
tion, the gentleman from North Carolina has thought fit to carry 
the war into Africa, and assault the Opposition, charging upon 
them the authorship of this surplus, which imposed the indis- 
pensable duty on the Administration to expend it, whether pro- 
fitable or not to the nation. He charged the surplus to the tariff 
of 28, and that the Opposition were high tarif men and had 
passed that measure, that bill ef abominations. I take issue 
upon both of theee points, and as his speech is intended for 
Southern consumption, and as ite bold assertion and ad captan- 
dum phrases may mislead many who have not looked into the 
facts, I will Investigate these points a little. I have already by 
a table exploded the first idea, that the surplus arose from the 
tariff, and I will now explode the second notion, that the Oppo- 
sition are responsible for the tariff of ’28, not by assertions such 
asthe gentleman has resorted to, hut by testimony ard corrobo 
rating facts that he will not deny when I present them. Testi- 
mony that he will not question the credibility of. Icharge back 
upon the gentleman that Mr. Van_ Buren was the instrument 
that caused the passage of the tariff bill of 28, and but for his 
influence, intrigue, management and vote, that bil] of “abomi- 
nations” would have failed; would not have become a law. 
This I know, is considered a bold assertion. I seo Southern 
men pricking their ears; it even wakes you up, Mr. Chairman, 
“monument of patience smiling at grief,” as you are, or seem 
to be. I see it depicted. in your countenance, this cannot he; 
hoid, do not commit yourseives prematurely; hear the facts be- 
fore you enter judgment, lest you may be compelled sudden- 
ly to review your opiuion, however unwiilirg, however reluce 
tant, however painful. To the testimony—I first call the Hon. 
J. C. Calhoun to the witness stand, a witness of high credibiti- 
I read from his speech delivered in the 
Senate of the United States in the year 1837, on the bill propos- 
ing the reduction of the tariff. Speaking of the tariff of 1828, 
in the progress of his remarks, he says: “Have you forget the 
tariff of 1823, that bill of abominations, so execrated by the 
South, and which has brought so many disasters upon the 
country? I have, {looking at Siras Watrent, Senator from 
New York,] its author in my eyes. and he knows the tact. He 
knows the part he bore in the passage of that act, and the 
means by which it was effected. It waa passed by a breach of 
faith; we were deceived then, it will not by my fault if we be 
deeeived again.” Shor‘sighted man, Low tittle thou knowest 
of the future—supremely ignorant of thy own future thoughts 
and actions, “Know thyself’ was a wise maxim, though 
spoken by aheather. This ia a lamentable proof of its pro- 
found philosophy, with volumes of woful experience of treach- 
ery ami infidelity, public and private, before the eyes of thia 
boasting stateemer. Themistocles, the political exile retnrns to 
the embraces of the san of Aicmeon, the dupe, a second ime, 
of hitn, whe has onte deceived and betrayed the Gouth, Again, 
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in eame epeech: “The tariff of 28 was as much a political 
movement asa measure of protection. The protective policy 
had triumphed in Congress hy tha passage of the tariff act of 
4. [Voted for by Mr. Van Buren without instruction.) Em- 
boldened hy this success, an attempt was made in the session 
of 126-7 to increase the duty on wool and woollens, which was 
rejected by my casting vote as presiding officer of this body. A 
combined movement was then made by the manufacturing in: 
terests which met at Harrisburg, and agreed on a new tariff. 
This movement was understood to have the countenance of the 
then Administration. Inthe mean time, the anti-tariff interest 
of the South had selected Gen. Jackson as their candidate 
against Mr. Adams for the Presidency. His principal strength 
in the tariff States Jay in Pennsylvania, New York and Ohio. 
They were thoroughly in favor of the protective system, and 
his supporters. then were not a little alarmed at the movement 
atHarre-sburg. The battle was to be fought in Congress. On 
the meeting of Congress, (Mr. Apams's administration proved 
to be in a minority,| Mr. Stevenson was elected Speaker, (now 
Minister at 3:. James,) and then, as now, a devoted friend to 
the President elect. (Mark this paragraph, Mr. Chairman; I 
ask your especial attention, as every other member from Vir- 
ginia; it is pregnant with truth upon this much misunderstood 
point.) It was apparent that the movement of the session 
would be governed by the tariff question, and the Committee on 
Manufactures was so organized as to give the control to the 
friends of Mr. Van Buren in the Middle and Western States. 
Mr. Mallory, who had long been chairman, was continued. 
Mr. Wright, present chairman of Finance in this hody, then a 
member of the other House, and Mr. Moore, of Kentucky. af. 
terwards Minister to Coloimbia, and Mr. Stephenson, of Pitta- 
burg, were placed on the committee, who, with one member 
from the South, gave a majority against Mr. Adams’s adminis» 
tration. Representing, as this committee did, the interests of 
the Middle and Western States, which were thoron hly tariff, 
they reported a bill with much higher rates than the Harrisburg 
project. The bill passed the House, but in so obnoxious a form 
to the New England States, thata large portion of their repre: 
sentatives joined those of the South in voting againet it. When 
sent to the Senate, it was soon ascertained that in this body, 
where the Southern and Eastern States hada much larger re- 
presentation in proportion, there wasa decided majority against 
it in the form it came from the House. Every New England 
Senator, with the exception of one or two, was understood totbe 
decidedly opposed; and relying on the assurance en which our 
friends acted in the House, we anticipated with confidence and 
joy that the bill would he defeated, and the whole system over- 
thrown by the shock. Our hopes were soon blasted. A cer- 
tain individual, then a Senator, but recently elected to the high- 
est office in the Union, [M. Van Buren,} was observed to assume 
a mysterious air in relation to the bill. The mystery was ex- 

lained when the bill came üp tobe acted upon. Iwill notgive 

n detail his course. Itis sufficient to say that, instead of re- 
sisting atnendmente, as we had a right to expect, he voted for 
all that were necessary to secure the votes of New England; 
. particularly the amendments to raise the duties en woollene. 
Allthese amendments, with one or two exceptions, were car- 
zied by his votes, aa appears from the journal now on my 
table. 

In corroboration of this evidence, I will give a short extract 
or two from the speeech of Mr. Van Buren, delivered at Albany, 
New York, 10th of July, 1827, at a tariff convention, the sum- 
mer previous to the passage of the famous bill of 1823. The 
occasion of the speech was this, as appears from its contents: 
During the preceding session of Congress—that of 1826, °7—the 
celebrated woollens bil] was introduced into the Benate, Mr, 
Van Buren being a member, and near the close of the session, 
the bill was laid on the table, Mr. Van Buren not voting. The 
friends of the bill charged him with designedly “dodging” the 

uestion. To clear himself of this charge, he appears before 
the Albany tariff convention, and made a speech in favor ot pro- 
tection throughout. In that speech he says: 

“It will not be necessary for the purpose of the present dis- 
cussion, to go further back than the tariffof 3824. At that time 
he had the honor of a seat in the Senate of the United States, 
and had given the tariff of that year a decided eupport. The 
mick was so equally divided, his vote might have defeated the 

ill.” . 

I will not weary the committee by reading the entire speech. 
It is full of tariff—tariff, and nothing but tariff—teeming with 
Protection—protection—protection—concluding with thia me- 
morable and characteristic passage: 

“He owed many thanks to the meeting for the very kind at- 
tention with which he had been listened to by gentlemen, be- 
tween many of whom and himself there had, upen public mat: 
ters, been differences of opinion of long standing. is situation 
in reference to the wool-growing interest was weli known to 
most of them. He had at present invested more than $20,000 in 
sheepand farms, devoted to that interest. He felt all proper 
concern for his own interest, and of course would cheerfully 
unite in all suitable measures for its advantage.” 

I here close my proof on this point. In view of the facts I 
have brought to the attention of the committee, it would seem 
impossib:e¢ for any sincere inquirer after truth to resist the con» 
viction that to Mr, Van Buren and the party now in power, and 
nat to vie Opposition, belong the evil of palming upon the coun- 
try the taiii act of 1628. This bill of abominationa, as it ig 
termed. to which the South Carclina Senator, in his late speech 
in the Renate, has traced all the evils, and distress, and ruin, 
with which this devoted country has heen affi.cied for the last 
twelve years, omitting altogether in that speech (no doubt nr- 
i tentionally) going into the origin of that act, its history, its 
authors. 

There ic one other argument in defence of the wasteful expen» 
ditures of the Adminietration, advanced by the honorable genue- 
man from North Carolina. Jt win the nature of a plea of set 
of. Terhuteally, this plea can never be filed in eniu except 
previous notice has been given. Asthe geneman is engaged 
in the supportef a bad cause, I am not disposed to resort to 
technicalities even ta combat sophistry. Well, sir, what is iha 
seto? The argument-is this: “That during the past Admin‘s. 
tration, no new duties have been laid, but that a great many au- 
ties had been repealed, amounting in the period  ftime be: ween 
the years 1831 and 1836, to one hundred and seventecn milliona 
of dollars, in ronnt numbers, making an actuai reduction in the 
burdens on the people of these amounts.” This is the ergus 
ment of the honorable gentieman, in his own figures and words. 
This is a heavy item—a large rum—and if it should turn out to 
be a just credit, it. cettles the cifficulty at onte—the defence te 
complete—it is pore than complete~-Mr. Van Buren js entitled 


to a judgment ivr over aix milions, fop the amount saved exe 
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ceada his entire grouse expenditures, that being only the reduced 
cum of one hundred aud cieven millions in three years. Now, 
str. strange as it Would seem to any candid, sober-minded man, 
tha:such a declaration aa this would merit a serious reply, yet, 
auch ig ihe reiga of humbuggery at this day in this country, that 
tia ndicvious absurdity, Uns tlansy sophism, is one of the ste- 
reaty ped defences aud boasts of the party in power. You find it 
for the first tane in the Message of 1833; it is repeated in the 
speech of Mr. AEU of New Hampshire, of the Senate, in 1836; it 
is reagserted in tiis speech of the Candid gentlema: trom North 
Carolina, tus session; itis enlarged upon in the Democratic ad- 
dess at Bailiwore, You see, air, itisa favorite idea with the 
seitstyled Democracy: it deserves some consideration, sume 
exaialoativn, chaty as itis when silted, bubble as it will prove 
to be, When pierced by the spear of truth. Now, sir, the frat 
objeciion t have tothe validity of this set off, pleading to its me- 
rita, is, that [cannot eee what right the gentleman has to take 
acta o! General Jackson's administration and apply them in de- 
fence of Mr. Van Buren. 2. According to the argument in the 
foregoing part of the gentieman’s remarka neither General 
Jackson, Mr. Van Buren, or any other President, is entitled to 
any credit or responsibility or blame for the expenditures, in- 
crease of burdens, or diminution of burdens. 1 will give his 
own language: “The gentlemen in the Opposition, in their de- 
sire to throw the responsibility of the increase of expenditures 
upon the Executive Department of the Government, loge sight 
o: the fact that the Preaident cannot originate money bills, or 
add any thing to the burdens of the appropriations, or take from 
them.” 34. ‘This reduction was effected, as the honorable gen- 
tleman contends, by the operation of the compromise act. ‘The 
arguinent is this: but for the modification of the tariff of 1 

by the passage of the compromise act of 1833, the duties woul 
have amounted1o one hundred and seventeen millions of dollars 
more than in the period before named; eigo, hy this enormous 
reduction, the burdens of the people have been lessened one 
half; and for this kind favor, General Jackson is first entitled 
to credit, and then, by way of imputation, Mr. Van Buren is to 
come in for a full benetit. It is a broad shield, that can cover 
the spend:hrift prodigality of both these Administrations. The 
whole argument proceeds upon an assumed hypothesis—an if, 
technicaily upon what logicians call a begging of the question, 
to getto the conclusion, which was this: “Provided the imposts 
had been as heavy during theseven years above named, the act 
of 1828, in the meantime, remaiuing une'tered.”’? Now, sir, this 
proviso surrenders the whole argument—it cuts off the set off 
close by the reots. Every body knows, who knows any thing 
ofthe nature of our cemmerce, that had the tariff of 1828 con- 
tinued in full force until 1537, our imports would bave been 
greaily less than they were under the modification of the act of 
1528, and the comproinise of 1833. 4th cbjection. To the ar- 
gument growing out of this plea of set off, neither General Jack- 
son nor Mr. Van Buren is entitled to the credit of any reduction 
of taxes or burdens springing from the compromice act. It ori- 
ginated in no recommensation of theirs—no hand of theirs drew 
the biil—no bead of theirs dictated—no heart of theirs prompted 
its conception—it was forced upon them both against their will— 
jt received their cold and reluctant sanction. Sir, permit me to 
say to the gentleman from North Carolina, steal not the livery 
that belongs to another, to hide the deformity of your party— 
give tribute to whom tribute is due—give unto Cæsar the things 
that are Casar’s—strip not the author of that measure of his 
just honor, who alone of all other men in this Confederacy, has 
had the pe-uhar guod fortune of being the instrument of saving 
this Republic in every irying exigency, for the last quarter cen- 
tury—iim, who, upon more thaa one occasion, when his coun- 
try was shaking to ita centre, standing upon the verge of civil 
war—party billows rolling over the topmast of the Corstitution, 
tossing it to and fro, by bis genius, his sagacity, his powers of 
Persuasion, his patriotism, his moral courage, poured oil on the 
agitated waves. The troubled sea was calmed, the ship of State 
was restured to its original moorings, herszils again unfurled to 
the breeze, without a single stripe stained, or a single stat b'ot:ed 
eut 
fame ts identified with the Instory uf hig country for the last 
thirty years—nis impress is upon every measure connected with 
its prosperity during that eventful period. His indignant veto is 
marked upon every act of usurpation. Wherever that hisory 
is write» vy an impartial pen, his fame will fill its brightest 
pages. Whea read, his memory will receive the first homage of 
the pa‘riot’s heart in every country, and every clime. 

{close upon this head. The labored argu:nent of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, aiso of the chairman of Ways and 
Means. Mr Jones, from Virginia, going into a epecification of 
extraordinary expenditures, all Jalis to the ground, when it is 
reen that in the coinparison 1 have instituted, every item enu- 
merated by thena, and furnished aa apologies and explanations 
by the enormous iner: ase, 18 excepte | in the caiculation. 

I now come, Mr. Chairman, to the consideration of the mis- 
cellaneous objections. Icisa measure of favoritism, of bounty 
ty the office holdere—the tax receivers, and -a measure of une- 
qual and oppressive exaction upon the people—the tax payers. 
The Presttent perceiving this incontestable and natural effect 
of the scheme, so obvious to the common understanding and 
common sense of the plainest farmer in the land, in his special 
message of 1837, be labors to mystify and evace this just où- 
jection, by a flimsy cobweb disguised argument. The’ Presi- 
dent aveing that the effect of the scheme would be to create 
two distinct species of currency in the countrv—the baser cur- 
rency for the use of the people—and the better currency for the 
d-ar office holdera—himself being chief of the clan, at the tune 
of $25.00 inhard money—equat—under the. operation of the 
Sub-Treas iry system, to the increased sum of $2,500, as a-pre- 
mium en the currency of the people, making his salary in fact 
the sum oʻ $27,590, instead of the sum fixed by the Constitution. 
Oh, modern Democracy! Thou art a selfish virtue. The Pre- 
silent to secure this additional amount to his annual salary, 
without any imputation of seifish speculation, brings all his 
powers of ingenuity anf sophistry into requisition, to prove 
that so far from its being a matter of favor to the office holders 
to receive nothing but hard »-oney, that it ie actually a restric- 
tion—“ limitation upon the Government—no unjust measure of 
discrimination.” Thisis the argument, raher the assertion of 
the Presileat. A handsome comnplim. ntio the iteiligence of 
Congress—to_ the intelligence of the people. It is only neces- 
sary to state the proposition, to refute it—it falls stillborn by its 
pregnact and flagrant abeurdity. The measure is one of “re- 
s:riction,” yes, of double “restriction.” It is true, it restricts 
the (ax gatherer and the office holder to ove currency, but that 
currency happens to be gold and silver; the better currency at 
a premium of from five to twenty-five per cent over the cur- 
pency of the people; at the same time it restricts the tax payer 
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toone currency, in the discharge of his dues to Government, 
and that currency is gold and silver, I ask our people loving 
President, where the oppression—grinding exaction of the 
“ restrictive feature” of the scheme pinches? On whom does 
it fa!l} On the Government? No, sir. On the office holders? 
No, sir; it falls upon the dear people, whom the President and 
his cligue have so tender a regard tor, whose whole employment, 
by nightan: by day, is devoiedly engaged in devising plans to 
save them from sell-ruin, 1f professions of kindness are worth 


any thing. Bir, L will not labor the argument on this point of : 


cruel and relentless “restriction,” not upon the office holders as 
the President contenda, but upon the people. A measure of un- 
just discrimination and favor, not to the people, but to the office 
holders. It seems to me every tax payer who is noi as blind as 
snakes in dog days, is ready to exclaim: good Lord! save me 
from such Executive benevolence, such friendships, such favo- 
riism. He will say it may be sport to you, Mr. President, in 
the language of froga in the fable to the boys, but it is death to 
me. Sir, the proposition is too ridiculous to receive grave argu- 
ment, i: reflects contempt upon the intelligence of the peonle—a 
contempt that should be rebuked, and it should be cast back in 
the teeth of its author with scorn and derision, and in the name 
of my constituents, 1 cast it back, as disrespectful to their un- 
derstanding—to their common sense—to their intelligence. 
Again, T object to this measure, because of i's direct ten- 


dency to reduce the price of labor and domestic productsof ` 


every kind. Inthe midst of the political mania that hus seized 
the brain of a certain portion of the friends of this measure, so 
far from considering the first branch of this objection as en- 
titled to any weight, it is urged, boasted of, as one of its virtues. 
These Sub-Treasury orators, whilst they were straining their 
ingenuity to satisfy the manufacturers that their scheme would 
he the great desideratum they had been secking so long, to 
guard them against foreign competition, did not perceive that 
this argument was a two edged sword, until it was seized by the 
Opposition, and its deformity exposed and held up to the burn- 
ing indignation of the laboring class. The argumentin a nut- 
sheli was this. Pass the Sub-Treasury, it will curtail the cur- 
rency, thereby diminishing the measure of values of all kind— 
the price of labor—the piice of cotton—the price of all pro- 
ducts, that are necessary ingredients of manufactured articles, 
Therefore, it is said to the manufacturer, if the raw material 
is reduced the price of labor is reduced—the price of ali 
bread stuffs, and meats reduced; the consequence is irresistible, 
that you can afford to sell the manufactured article just so much 
cheaper in competition with the foreiga manufacturer in this 
country, orin a foreign market. The process of reasoning is 
strictly logical, itis irrefutable. This is building up the manu- 
facturer, the large capitalist very snugly; but itisat the ex- 
pensgand ruin of the hard handed laborer in the employment 
of thé capitalist—of the hard working farmer who earns his 
support in sun and in rain by the sweat of his brow. Time 
will not permit, and E fear the ienceof the committee, nor 
my own strength will allow, or I would read extracts from the 
speeches of three disiinguiahed leading supporters of ihis 
scheme, delivered during this session, distinctly taking thie 
ground. Lalludeto Mr. Walker of Mississippi, Mr Caihoun 
of South Carolina, and Mr. Buchanan of Pennsylvania. Any 
genileman who doubts whether I have misrepresented the argu- 
ment of these gentlemen, can satisfy themselves by reference to 
the speeches. I have them on my table before me, free for in- 
specion. 1 know, sir, one of these distinguished gentlemen, 
weeks after hisspeech went to the press and to the country, and 
weeks after the reply of the Hon. Senator from Massachusetis, 
(Mr. Davis,] exposing and laying bare the horrid argumen:, 
the gentleman, after waking up from his delusion, or aiter per- 
haps being waked up by consmunsisationm from. some «hard 
working laborer, undertook to explain and recant himself out 
of the difficulty. But, sir, like the animal in the Serbonian bog, 
every kick he made, the deeper he sunk. And to burrew hig 
own figure, the gentleman from Massachusetts, in despite of ex- 
planation, recantation or equivocation, fixed the argument upon 
him and there it wtil stick “Jixethe shirtof Nessus,’ ao Jong 
ashis memory Jas fur honor orinfamy. No escape. Partisans 
and politicans may pretend satisfaction, but the plain .avoring, 
hard werking man will hold him to 1t, wili not be bullied or 
wheedled out of his common sense. But, air, it did not require 
the acknowledgment of these distinguished gentieman to esta- 
biish this point; it wasa point eettied by three years’ woful 
experience. This measure having beeain aciual practical opes 
ration for three years past, its effects are not speculative, not 
conjectural. It isin vain now to sty, in the language of the 
oficial organ, “ The Sub-Treasury is not in force now, nor has 
it been; paes this bill and the safety and deliverance of :he pev- 
ple instantly ensues.’ You can’t gull this community with 
such humbuggery any longer. Labor has failen-—aii farmin 
products have fallen—cotton has fallen, ail a: least one-halt. 
The people see it; they ask not of potiticians to tell them of 
these things, that are open to their senses. They feel and see 
another most beneficent effect of the practical operation of this 
measure; whilst the price of their labor is reduced one-half, the 
price of all. foreign necessaries of ife, such as tea, coffee, and 
sugar, retain thzic former high prices. They see another 
thing—whilstthey are reduced to’ want and beggary, the office 
holder receives his fuil salary. It was wisely written by the father 
of his country, in a letter, which I holdin my hand, to Gen. 
Knox in 1787: “It is among the evils, aud perhaps not the 
amelie of Democratical Governments, that the people must 
a'ways feel before they will see. When this happens, they are 
roused to action. Hence it is that those kinds of Governments 
are always slow” Deep sagacity, profound statesmanship, 
proven by woful experience. The péople have long felt the 
evilsof the present Administration; thank God, they now be- 
gin to see this clearly and distinctly, and they are determined 
to remedy them by wise and energetic action, so soon as the 
forms of the Conatitution will suffer them to make the appli- 
cation. Yes, sir, that which was speculation in 1837 is now 
history, that which was theory 13 now practical Gemonstration, 
1 propose now, Mv. Chairman, briefly to notice the effects of 
this measure upon the currency and commerce of the country, 
and particularly toanalyze the views of the President upon this 
branch of the subject; for at last the arguments in this Hous2, a8 
well asin the other branch, upon this bill, are bnt copies or 
paraphrases of the arguments to be found in the various mes- 
sages of the President. Now, sir, what is the argument of the 
President upon these two points? It is perfectly see-saw. He 
sets out by denying the power of the General Goverament, un- 
der the grants of the Constitution, to parsany acts for the regu- 
iv ion of the exchanges, for the relief of the embarrasements of 
the peeple, or interfering or aiding the ordinary operations of 
commerce in any way. I give hisown language, special mes. 
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sege 1837: “IN therefore, I refrain from suggesting to Congress 
ary specific plan for regulating the exchanges of the eountry, 
relieving the operations of foreign or domestic commerce, it is 
from a Conviction that such measures are not within the consti- 
tutional province of the General Government.” Again: “All 
communities are apt to look to Government for too much.” 
The President then sums up the powers of the General Govern- 
ment, “as he now understands them,” (not as he understcod 
them in 1936, when he wrote his famous electioneering letter to 
my colleague, S. Williams,) over both commerce and currency, 
ìn this short sentence: “In the mean time it is our duty to pro. 
vide all the remedies against a depreciated paper eurrency, 
which the Constitution enables us to afford.” Again, in his mes- 
sage of 1839: “The direct supervision of the banks belongs, 
from the nature of our Government, to the States who authorize 
them. Itis to their Legislatures that the people must mainly 
look for action on that subject.” Again: “The commerce and 
currency of the country are suffering evils from the operation 
of State banks which cannot andought not to be overlooked; 
while the keeping of the public revenue in a separate and inde- 
pendent Treasury, and of collecting it in gold and silver, wil? 
havea salutary influence on the system of paper credit.’ Here, 
then, in these few brief extracts, we have the theory of the Pre- 
sident defining his constitutional powers, and describing the ef- 
fect of this measure upon commerce and the currency. The 
modus operandi is given in other clauses of the message. 
When the President wishes to give importance to this scheme, 
by ehowing its powerful agency in effecting a salutary check 
upon the over-issues of banks, he uses this language: ‘‘By using 
specie only in its transactions, the Government would createa 
demand for it which would, to agreat extent, prevent ite expor- 
tation, and by keeping it in circulation, maintain a broader and 
sifer basis for the paper currency.” When the objection is 
pressed upon the President, that his scheme will bear unreason- 
ably upon the banks, cause distrust in their solvency, require a 
sudden and ruinous curtailment of their circulation, unsettle 
the mixed standard of values, depress the price of property, di- 
minish the means of the debtor to discharge his debt, add dou- 
bly to the wealth of the creditor by the enhanced value of mo- 
ney, growing out of thedifference in the amount of circulation 
between thetime when the debt is contracted and when the debt. 
falladue, make the rieh richer and the poor poorer; oh, he says, 
this is all a mistake, this is all Whig ‘‘panie.” Hear him in his 
own language, and see with what financial skilland sagacity, 
and aceuracy of calculation, he explodes all these fanciful ob- 
jections. Lread now from his meseage of 1837, called session: 
“lt is, however, a mistaken impression that any large amount 
of specie is required for public payments. Of the seventy or 
eighty millions now estimated to be in the country, ten millions 
would be abundantly sufficient for that purpose.” If in addi- 
tion to this consideration you loek, he says, “at the facilities 
which will arise from enabling the Treasury to satisfy the pub- 
lic creditors by its drafts or notes, receivable in payment of the 
public dues, it may safely be assumed that no motive ef conve- 
nience to the citizen requires the reception of bank paper by the 
Government.” But, sir, permit me to read a revised view of 
thie opinion, to be found in the last annual m ; after three 
years of deep financial study, and “sober second thought” upon 
this point, and admire the display of sagacity manifested by our 
Chief Magistrate in the accuracy with which he guessed at the 
amount of specie that would be necessary under his “untried 
expedient’’—the Independent Treasury —to conduct the finances 
of the Government: ‘These objections have beea greatly exag- 
gerated; from the best estimates we may safely fix the amount 
of specie inthe country at eighty-five millione of dollars, and 
the portion of that which would be emp!oyed at any one time, 
In the receipts and dieburagments of the Government would not, 
it is now ascertained, if the Change was made at once, after full 
investigation, exceed four or five millions.” And such, he says, 
is the rapidity with which the money passes in and out of the 
‘Treasury, so rapid is the evolution, that of nearly twenty mil- 
lioms of dollars paid to collectors and receivera during the pre- 
sent year, the average amount in their hands at any one time did 
notexce ed one million and a half; and of the fifteen millions re» 
ceived by the collector at New York during the present year, 
the average amount held by him at any given time has been lesa 
than half a million.” hat harmony of statements; in one 
moment this scheme is to work miracles by its demand for 8; e- 
cie. stop the exporta:ion, curtail the over-issues of barks, en- 
Jarge the amount of gold and silver, make the paper currency 
sounder and safer, a machine of most beneficent and efficacious 
potency; an objection is raised; the statement is iostanuy 
chanzed; its operation will be-so light, so easy, its requisition for 
silver and gold so small, that ita effect will not be felt in the re- 
motest degree, even if the sudden demand for the entire revenue 
were made at ance in specie, but especially when modified by 
the demantl for only one-fourth, that to be gradually increased 
at one-fourth per year for four years; and in addition to all this, 
the mollifying operation of using Treasury “‘drafis and notes.” 
This doubie dealing, this b owing hot and cold with the same 
breath, betrays on the partof the President a vacillation of judg- 


ment, or a facility cf tergivereation, either of which is of itself. 


sufficient to destroy all respect for his opinions, and greatly to 
shake the public confidence in his declarations, ae well as tha 
purity of his motives, even upon the most grave and vital ques- 
tions. Sir, the Chief Magistrate, in hia reveries of gold and 
silver delusions, has fallen into another most egregrious finan- 
cial mistake, no doubt without mature reflection; perhaps 
warped somewhat in his judgment by an over-anxiety to sustain 
a favorite scheme; he has, with a rapidity of thought amount- 
ing to intuition, rushed to the hasty and erroneous conclusion 
thatal! our revuisions in trade and fluctuations in currency are 
clearly attribu'able to the banking system, the credit system; and 
that the simple operation of collecting the dues to the Govern- 
mentin specie will have the magical effect to protect the coun- 
try against over-trading, wild speculation, bankruptcies, fluc- 
tuations and suspensions. Why, sir, all history, all experience, 
all analogy, contradict such an idea. Two of the wildest epecu- 
lations that ever entered the brain of man were devi prose- 
cuted, andexploded in hard money times; the one in a nation 
where there was no bank in existence, the other ina nation 
where a bank had been but recently instituted, with but limited ca. 
pital, and only partially in operation; I need scarcely state that I 
allude to the South Sea scheme and the Mississippi scheme. 
The hisory of those times are fuil of individual failures and 
bankrupteies, in amount and extent unsurpassed at the present 
day; and as to the fluctuations in prices at various times in the 
history of the world, before a bank had been invented, before 
such an idea h-d penetrated the mind of man, they were far 
greater than any now known tu commerce or trade in an 
of the globe where bank currency is established, I wil 


part | 
read q 


June, 1840. 
ROTH Cona......18T SESS. 


few examples upon thia point from Jacobe’s “Inquiry in- 
to the production and consumption of the precious metals.” 
In England, in the twelfth century, five hundred years 
before a bank was established, the prices of wheat va- 
ried from 2% a quarter to l3. &!. lIn 1258, it rose to £2. 
In 1270, it rose to £i 165. and sometimes was sold at 
£65 $. Ja 1333, it was down to ls. 6d; and in 1829, 
1s. dd. to ls. and to S41. I could multiply examples of these 
eocormcus Huctuations almost without number, not coufiner to 
the single commodity of wheat, or the single power of Eng- 
land, but to be found in every hard money vernment on the 
tobe. Why, sir, prices o! commodities are not alone regu- 
ed by the amount of money in circulation; a variety of cir- 
cumstances uperates in fxing the value or commodities. If it 
bea commodity of subsistence, famine, pestilence, war, failure 
of crops and excess of crops, and various other causes, as well 
as an excess or deficiency of money or circulation, wili ope- 
rate upon its fluctuations in price. If it be an article of raw 
material, as cotton or wool, an excessive over-preduction or 
uader-production will operate; the princi; les of supply and 
bear powerfully ìn regulating prices. To suppose 
that even an exclusive use of gold and silver by the people of 
tha country, as wellas by the Government in ita transaction 
would be a protection against fluctuations in prices, wild 
speculations, individual bankruptcies, is a supposition that all 
history and all experience forbid. To propose to legislate as 
this bili does, even partially, upon such an absurd supposition. 
is nothing more nor less tha:, for the most free, civilized, and 
enlightened nation on the face of the earth to tack suddenly 
round, and take a retrograde movement to the barbarous dark 
agos and hard money umes, to the tilt and tournament days of 
utrop, with ail the calamities and miseries of that gloomy 
period. If our Chie! Magistrate sincerely desires to save his 
people fro'n the catastrophe of wild speculation and bankrupt- 
cies, there is one way tu dy it, and only oue way; let him blot 
outof existence our foreign and domestic commerce, sink in 
the wide and deep ocean all our fine packet ships, seam ves. 
seis, stoops; pass unqualified non-intercourse edicts and em- 
bargo lawa; traverse our sea-coast, our lake coast, our mighty 
raversand our small rivers, our canals, and sink every steam. 
boat, canal-boat and trading veasel of every kind and dimen- 
sion:, and prohibit the building of more; traverse over four 
thousand miles of railruad, (that seems to be an eye sore to 
him,) and tear op their iron from their fastnesses; interdict all 
trade between the States; and he will then have effected his 
object, without demolishing the “gigantic banking institutions” 
that he seems to think has produced all the overtrading and 
wid speculation, and ruinous fluctuatioas in prices, in values, 
mo 


Now, sir, let us analyze this profound financial notion of the 
President a httie further. The argument is, by the use of ape- 
cie in the wansactions of the Government, you prevent its ex- 

tion, and maintain a broader and saler basis for paper 
curreocy. Without any wanton disrespect or levity, I must 
say this is a bright financial idea, I had suppos-d, since the 
total failure of the experimeni of the famous Specie Order, to 
prevent the nia of the precious metals, that Executive 
aa well as legisiative interference had been abandoned. I tell 
the President, he might as well attempt to stop the current of 
the Potomac with his rauan—arrest the mighty rush of the 
Missivzippyi by a log dam—vr cause the ocean’s waves to be 
still by his majestic nod, as to check the exportation of the pre- 
cious metals, whenever the foreign exchanges are against us by 
an unfavorabla balance of trade—dy the use er operation o: this 
miserable machine uf a 5ub-Treasury, consisting of a few iron 
safes, baits aod bars, and such like paraphernalia as decorate 
any prison in the land. Specie, like water, will find its level— 
it haa no fixed abiding place—it goes wherever the channels of 
trade carry it; you cannot confine it to any spot or any country. 
But, sir, the remaining financial idea in this paragraph of the 
is more supremely ridiculous, if possible, than the 

one I have been commenting upon. It is the old theory of Dr. 
Bangrado revived again, and applied to finance—*“bioodletting 
aad warm water,” the panacea of the doctor for all diseases. 
That the analogy may appear in all its just similitude, 1 will 
read a short extract from the biography of the doctor. “When 
Dr. Sangrado was called to the Licenciate Sidello, in his ex- 
tremity tie ordered his eurgeon to take six porringers of blood, 
as the irst efiort to supply the want of perspiration. Then he 
saidio the surgeon, returain three hours and take as much 
more, and repeat the same evacuation to-morrow. It is a gross 
error to think that blood is necessary to human life—a patient 
cannot be blooded too much.” Who can deubdt, after having 
read this short sentence, but what our worthy President is prac- 
tising in finance upon this theory: depletion, depletion, he says, 
is the idea. Demand ten at first impulse, but upon a second 
“eober thought” tive millions of silver in the transactions of 
Government dues; take that amountfrom the banks, and by 
this ptoceas of abstraction, or specie phlebotomy, you 
sirengthen the banks—“maintain a broader and safer basis for 
the paper currency’’—the banks would thus be rendered more 
sound and the cominunity more safe, cannot admit of a doubt. 
O! delusion of man, if you really think sv, O! gullible com- 
munity, if you can be cheaied out of your common sense by 
sach tnanciai jargon. The cardinal foundation of bank credit 
lə the bailiun they hollin posseasion—in accordance with the 
relation it bears lo the amuunt of “culation, is that credit con- 
sidered sound or doubtful; subtr a. fom the banks, says the 
President, a given suin of bullion—{iake from them the vital 
spark—the seul of their body—the ethereal fire.) “and you add 
to their strength,’ you “widen the vasis of their circulation.” 
The very opposite of what the P.esident contends, will be, and 
has been the ezet of the practical operation of this scheme. 
Here again we have the light of experience, before which 
theory Vanishes—instead of srengtocning the banks, one-half 
of them or more have fallen under the remaly, paralytic, if 
not actusily dead. Witha!ldueceference to tie President, t 
Must be permitted to say, he tahea a very narrow view of the 
subject waen he supposes that an abstraction of four or five 
Millions of specie wili scarcely bə felt by the banka and the 
comniunity. As was ably remarked by a distinguishe:l tinan- 
cier, in discussing a different subject, “by taking away the very 
basis upon which five-sixths of the currency resis, you pro. 
duce effecis that can never ve arithmetically calculated, and of 
which no adequate concepiion can be formed. An exact ratio 
Would contractthe whole currency from which the specie is 
thus drawn in the proportion in which paper is based on spe- 
cie. Ic is notorious, such a measure never operates in an exact 
ratio, buta loose ratio, arising from the alarm, panic, and dis. 
may they create, and the commercial rveources they cui off.” 
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Surely it cannot be necessary for me to argue so absurd, so 
ridiculous a proposition. 

Let ua, Mr. Chairman, for a few moments examine the effects 
ef this measure upen the creditor and debtor classes of the 
country—these two divisions of society embrace the entire 
community. The relation of creditor and debtor is a sacred 
relation—a relation that cannot be touched by legislation, either 
addirg to or potas | the obligation of the contract, without 
violating the spirit and letter of the Constitution. Though 
many may be the cases where, according to the high principles 
of equity and eternal justice, the letter ef the bondshould not 
be paid, yet it is better to submit to iudividual injustice and 
ruin, than surrender a sound and safe general principle. 1 as- 
sume that the ultimate design, and, if not the design, the inevi- 
table effect of this measure will be to destroy all bank currency, 
and leave nothing as circulating medium but goid and silver, 
and Government paper. This, I conceive, 1 have established 
beyond all cavil. It is in vain for the President to try to per- 
auade even the most credulous man, after he has read his va- 
rious messa that his ultimate object is not “a demolition” 
of all existing banks. Mark the equivocal, non-committal 
paragraph on this point in hie last message. He says, “in a 
country ao commercial as ours, banksin some form will always 
exiat,” clearly indicating that in their present form perpetuity 
was not one of theirattributes; if he does not mean this, why 
crowd every message with denunciation upon denunciation, 
charging them with perfidy, treachery, infidelity, resorting to 
all the low demagogue cant, such as ee > “irreepon- 
sible corporations,” “dangers of asaociated wealth,” alleging 
it to be their tendency to encourage extravagance, luxury, de- 
muralization. It is true, after exhausting the vocabulary of 
low slang, he and his followers never fail to wind up with the 
reservation, that iu ali this they mean no hostility to the banks. 
Oh! no, sir. Tho President in this reminds me of an assault 
and battery I witnessed when a boy. In passing the road one 
Christmas eve, I suddenly came upon two men in the middle of 
the highway—one was flat upon his back, the other setting as- 
tride of hia breast, face to face, with his left hand gripped in the 
hair of his fellow-citizen, and a two pound rock in his hand, de- 


liberately striking him in the forehead, the blood rolling down { 


both sides of hia head, unable to make any successful resistance, 
having tasted of John Barleycorn a little too freely the over-day. 
He yet had the use of his tongue—he petitioned his antagonist to 
desist in most zealous and piteous terms. The fellow astride, 
with the same cvol, calm, sycophantical benevolence of our 
Chief Magistrate and his clique towards the banks, (one-half of 
which is now perfecily paralytic, and the other in a kind of tor- 
pid existence under his beneficent treatment,) exclaimed, ‘be 
still, be still, I don’t mean to hurt you,” (repeating it,) “I don’t 
mean to hurt you.” Now, sir, the reply of this unfeeling mon- 
ster in human shape, was about as convincing to the judgment 
of that suffering man, as the logic of the President is to the stock- 
holders in those banking institutione—yes, those institutions, 

that in 1834 it was offensiveto the nostrils of the President an 

his Secretary, as State Rights men, to insinuate aught against, 
or even whisper suspicion of their utility—of their expediency— 
of their unquestioned solidity—their capability to discharge all 
the pu of the Government, and all the business transac- 
tions of the community. In connection with this part of the 
subject, 1 cannot paes by the extraordinary change of opinion of 
the President and Secretary, in the space of a few years, upon 
the powers of this Government over the State banke, as likewise 
the expediency of exereming those powers. In the debate in the 
Senate of the United States, in the year 1827 upon the establish- 
nentof a uniform bankrupt law, Mr. Branch of North Caroli. 
na proposed an amendment extending the act to banking corpo- 
rations. Let us see what our present Chief Magistrate then 
thought and said upon this subject, two years before he was in- 
doctrinated by the Missouri Senator. Mr. Van Buren said, “it 
could not be denied that the clause interfered with the regula. 
tions of State Governments, which was an odious exercise of 
power not granted by the Constitution. By including this sub- 
ject of incorporations, it will be taken entirely from the States, 
and subjected to the p .wer of the bankrupt system. This was 
never done, and never attempted in any country on the face of 
the globe. When the Constitution was framed, such an attri- 
bute was never thought of by those who authorized the esta- 
blishment of a bankrupt system.” The present Secretary of the 
Treasury, insame cebata, took the same view, only using strong- 
er language if possible. I read a short extract from his speech: 
“he was opposed to this feature (including banking corpora- 
tions) because to passit would be to bring subjecte and citizens 
within the scope of the General Government, never contemplated 
by our fathers; would be sweeping all classes into this Norwegian 
whirlpool, this vortex of disaster and difficulty to State Rights and 
State independence.” Here then is the doctrine distinctly avowed 
in 1827 by the President and Secretary, that to pass a bankrupt law 
embracing corporations, was not only a palpable violation of the 
Constitution, but a wanton outrage upon the severeienty and 
dignity of the States. Sir, contrast these extracts with the pas- 
sages already presented to the attention of the committee, from 
the Messages of 1837 and 1839, and the reports of the Secretary, 
and what distrust of eincerity must attach to any political opinion 
expressed by those distinguished personages: what confidence can 
be rep sed in any statement they make upon the most grave 
and vital political questions? How inconsistent is the present 
opinion and pelicy of the President and his Secretary on this 
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topic, with the boasted feature of this bill. No reasoning, no - 


argument, is required to prove that the passage of a bankrupt 
law as recommended by the President and Secretary in these 
words—“the Treasury Department has suggested the propriety 
of a uniform law of bankruptcies of corporations. ‘Through the 
instrumentality of such a.Jaw,a salutary check may doubt- 
Iss be imposed on the issues of paper money, fully authorized 
by the Constitution "would create a more dangerous connec- 
tion of Government and banke—a more odious union of the poli- 
tical power with the money power, than has ever existed in this 
country. I will not stop to argue this question in detail, the mere 
statement of the proposition must strike every unbiassed mind 
wi'h irresistible conviction that the inevitable result would be 
total bank “demolition,” or tutal bank subserviency. Leaving 
this digression, I return to the point I was discussing. It is in 
vain for the Senator from Missouri to disclaim any idea, through 
this measure, to destroy ali bank paper currency, notwithstand- 
ing hia express disavowal that ruch will not be its effect, after 
the volley of bilingsgate snif I have nauseated the stomachs, I 
fear, ofevery member of thiscommittee, by reading. It ia in 
vain forthe Senator from Pennsylvania to attempt to gull the 
hardworking yeomanry ofthe Keystone State by his clap tap 
reaolurion, proposing an amendment to the United States Consti- 
wijon, to give Congresa powerover the State hanks, and his ae 
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companying statement that he was no enemy of the banks— 
‘regulate, not destroy,” was his motto—when he ernbedies in his 
remarks upon this very bill, this sweeping denunciation: “our 
system of banking isthe very worst, and the most irresponsible 
that has ever existed on the face of the earth.” With these evi- 
dences,*l feel warranted in the conclusion I have adduced. 
However ignorant the small fry in either branch of Congress 
supporting this measure may be, and however ignorant many 
of the honest yeomen, who see only the surface of things—secre's 
of state are reserved for the master spirits of the party; and I 
now make the declaration, after close examination, after mature 
deliberation and reflection upon public affairs in this country for. 
the last ten years,if you can find precisely the views and designs of 
the Renator from Missouri, you will know where the party in 
power will ultimately land; no matter what may be their appa- 
rent position upon the surface of things, sooner or later he 
brings them to the adoption uf his measures. For example, 
trace the party upon the currency question, at first sustaining a 
recharter of the United States Bank against him; sucéenly 
yielding; trace them upon the removal ot the deposites; trace 
their conduct in relation to the State banks; upon the specie cir- 
cular; trace the pariy upon the disposition of the publie lands. 
He hae dictated and controlled ihe entire policy; trace them 
upon the expunging resolution: “solitary and alone he put the 
ball in motion,” and ultimately carried it by a triumphant ma- 
jority. He now boasts and proves, that this great scheme, so 
universally denounced by the party in 1834, now so idolized, is 
his invention—and no candid man who understands the political 
hiatory of this nation for the last ten years willdoubtit. We will 
still continue to rule de fucto, if this dynasty continues in pow- 
er, I care not who fills the chair of state, and ultimately he will 
consummate his scheme of a great Executive machinery, a 
mammoth Treasury bank, upon the total subversion, (in his 
own language,) the “demolition,” of all banking institutions. 
The process will be a violent one. Sir, under the operation of 
the banking system and on the faith of its continuance, in some 
form,all our business has been undertaken, all contracts enter- 
edinto. Abrogate the entire system, and you have a debt to the 
banks alone of five hundred millions, besides the countless mil- 
lions of existing debt between individual and individual, (to cay 
nothing of the foreign debt of two hundred millions,) with one 
hundred millions of bank paper and eighty millions of specie to 
discharge this sum; leaving a debt unpaid, after exhausting 
every dollar of money in the country, both paper and specie, of 
five hundred and twenty millions. It is only necessary to state 
the fact, unvarnished and unexaggerated, to strike the dullest 
mind with the irretrievable ruin that must ensue. And what 
adds grievonsly to the inevitable catastrophe is the reflection 
that the heaviest burden falls upon the poor and needy, and 
those in humble circumstances. The rich dread no change, 
while the rights of property are held sacred; they are the credi- 
tor class; in gpassing from a redundant or only a limited 
currency to a contracted currency, the creditor grows rich, 
a 


by the appreciation in the value of money, without any 
corresponding consideration, whilst the amount of debt 
remains undiminished. The debtor’s means are les- 


sened in the ratio of contraction. No, sir, not in the exact 
ratio, but a compound, an unnatural ratio. A debt contracted 
in 36, when our paper circulation was two hundred millions, 
is already doubled, independent of interest; as the contraction of 
circulation progresses, the oppression and unequal injustice 
increases in an unnatural ratio. The price of labor and preper- 
ty is already reduced one half—annihilate the one hundred mil- 
lions of paper, and you still leave a debt of six hundred millions 
to be discharged with eighty millionsof specie Who can, by 
any ruleof arithmetic, undertake to calculate the depreciation 
of property, and the appreciation of capital; the suffering and 
ruin, the wo and misery such a process must bring up.n the 
debtor portion of the community, and the poor of society. Who 
can estimate the princely fortunes euch an operation must give 
to the capitalists, the wealthy classes of society. bir, I venture 
the assertion with confidence, that under such a state of things, 
John Jacob Astor could, in a twelve month, walk up one side 
and down the other of the great Erie Canal, from New York to 
Buffalo, and from Buffalo back again to New York, on his own 
soil. And inferior capitalists could boast of their thousands and 
tens of thousands of acres ofthe choicest Jand and houses; their 
tens and hundreds of tenants, every one of whom perhaps pos- 
sessing more mind and morals than his landlord. What a most 
enviable state of society this would be undera hard money Go- 
vernment. What a happy land. But, sir, what cares the Mis- 
souri Senator and his surgeon Martin Van Buren for all these 
consequences to others: it neither moves their sensibilities, nor 
shakes their nerves. Their own selfish ends are the ends they 
aim at, not their country’s. Sir, here again I discover a strik- 
ing resemblance in the notionsof Dr. Sangrado and the author 
of this financial “expedient.” The Doctor, when appealed 
to by a surgeon, who protested tothe Doctor, after following his 
remedy of “blood letting and warm water” to the letter, every 
one of his patients left him in the lurch, to surrender his theory, 
and make an ex periment of chemica! preparations. “I would 
willingly make that experiment, (he replied,) provided it could 
have no bad consequences; but I have published a book,in which! 
have extolled the frequent use of bleeding and aqueous draughts, 
and wouldst thou have me decry my own work?? “Oh you 
are certainly in the right,” sad the surgeon, “you muat not 
give your enemies such a triumph over you; they would say 
you are at last disabused, and ruin your reputation; persh 
rather the nobility, clergy, and people, and let us eenunue in 
our own path.” Sentiments very like have been written anil 
spoken by the party in power, such as “he deserves to break 
who trades on borrowed capital; tne more than barbarian ex- 
clamations, “perish credit,* perish commerce: who so dall as 
not make the applicatiun. Now, with all the ruin, wo, and, 
misery with which the land is afflicted, proceedirg from the 
practical operation ofthis financial scheme, our Chict Magistrate 
sofdy lols upon his Parisian sofa, unhurt, unscathed, exclaim- 
ing, “my own views of the subject are unchanged.” Ts this the 
result of stern Executive duty, emanating from a deep convic- 
tion of patrietism? If go, letall praise and al} honor be given 
for the motive. 

But are there no circumstances calculated to throw a shade of 
suspicion on his purity of conduct? Isthere no portion ef the 
mass of sixteen millions of people who feel no embarrassments, 
no distreas, in this general wreck} Ts there no green spo', on 
which the eye can rest, and eay to the besom of destruction, this 
is your landmark, thus far canst thou go, and no farther? Ts 
there any portion of this sixteen millions of people, thar are be. 
nefited, that are profiting, that are growing rich off the mie. 


"Beardsley, of Now York, the bosom friend ef Mr. Van Buren: 
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frtunesand sufferings ofthe balance of the community? “True, 
O King’? there is Who are they? And where isthe fa- 
vored aot? Foremost in the list are the office holders, with 
fixe.l, permanent salaries. And the chief of that class, the 
Pressteat of the United States, with an annual salary of $25,000, 
to be paid in gold and silver, by the provisions ofthis bill. Next 
inthe Hai ds your public printer, the official organ, receiving his 
$20 0028, with ac ear profit of 332 per cent. upon that sum, be- 
sides Husral wages for all labor, as has been proved by sworn 
witnes’s in the printing iuvesiigation this session; brokers, 
shavers, hard money Shylocks, and usurers; these individuals 
censituie the favered rew that this measure will prodt. These 
are the persons, and the only persons, out of this immense mass 
of six'een millions of population, who are not now groaning 
uader the rumous practical eifects of the financial policy of the 
party ja power. And yet this pampered vehicle of slanderand 
filth, published “by authority’’~-fed by the patronage of the 
party an tthe Executive, the bosom friends and backstain asso- 
af the Presid. nt, insults a suffering community, with the 
ul rebuke, “there is no pressure an honest man should re- 
gre ¥eThou ghost of Famine,” and t-Thou galvanized 
corpas’?--b aated and surfeited with the i!lgotten wealth of a 
Pundered Treasury, fattening upon the spoils, wrung in hard 
money from the people, how dare you thus insult suffering mil- 
Fons, that are now writhing in want and dezspondency? How 
dare yor thus insult the people, and still wave the banner of 
Democracy; a banner once sacred, now all tattered, torn, and 
polluted? Methinks, when I look upon your like and your 
worthy patront bieating Democracy, that I can see, distinct in my 
Mind’s eye, the martyred Madame Rowiand, the victim of the 
French Revolution, for opinion’s sake, or. her way to the guil- 
lotine, riding on the vehicle of the bloody executioner, raising 
her eyes suddenly upon the statue of Liberty. she exclaimed: 
“Oh, Lib-rty ! Liberty! what deeds have not been done in thy 
holy nam:?° And weil may the patriot of this day and country, 
exclaim, “Oh, Democracy ! Democracy! what deeds have nut 
been doae in thy sacred name?” Pass this bill, Mr. Chai: man, 
‘and continue the present rulera in power, and you sweep over 
the country a desolation more blighting than the sirocco; more 
vestructive than the tornado; more uprooting than the earti- 
quake; more withering than te breath of the great Bohon Upas. 

S.r,Lobject io this measure, because it isanti-union in its tendency. 
What were the great objects, Mr. Chairman, intended to be ob- 

tained hy the adoption of the Federal Constitution? If there be 
any one prominent above all others, it was the securement of 
a sound and uniform currency. The action of this Guvern- 

ment in the discharge of the other leading powers of the Consti- 
tution, the common defence and commerre powers has been, 

an ever will be unequal, partial; it isinevitable. The burdens 
and b-nefitrs of this Government, never can, in the nature of 
things, ve exacdy uniform, The geography of this country, de- 

fines this as unavoidable; the disbursements necessarily must 
be made mainly upon the exterior. The revenues in the mean- 

tirne are raised, in every part of this extensive country, uni- 
forinly. This necessarily draws the circulating medium from 

- the interior, and accumulates it upon the border; and upon 
Kentucky, thisoperation is double; besides paying her equal 
share of taxes through -the customs, no State in the Union, in 
proportion to her population, contributes more to the National 
Treasury, throngk the landoffices, Here are two ou'pourings 
of her currency, with no returving stream, by way of Govern- 

ment expenditure or disbursement. A!l must perceive this 
process, unexaggerated by any cepreciation of currency, orop- 

pression of heavy exchanges, makes her contributions oppres- 

siveand impoverishing. But, of all this, Kentucky has not and 

daea not complain; her representation have always acted upon 
the prinsiple of the greater good; that to legislate for euch a 
country a3 ours, requires expanded views and liberal self devo- 
tion; that in a country embracing every variety of climate, sail, 
ant pro fuction-sa diversified in taint ress shat legislation, which 
i3 weeessary for tee common defenceand commen prosperity of 
Vie tation may confi et with the inserests of particular sectione: 
thia al stern necessity must be; itis partoft e price of our grea - 
ne-s of our ‘reedom, of our consd'utioval liberty. NoSe te of thie 
Coateteracy, has xhibmed heiself a more willi.g sacrifice, to 
this inevirchle destiny, Al-hough precisely the same language is 
employed inthe Constitut‘on to define foreign and domeetc com- 
meres. ye, in the space of fifty years, legislation, inctu.ting ap 

propri: ions, of almost countless millions, to the protection geal 

B vanceinent of commerce, not a line of your statute book is 
mouwked wih an expenditure within her borders.! I: is irue, 
Cangvesa, at various tines, passed bills for her benefit. but they 

unaifeinly met with Execu ive veageance—they fell victims to 
the despotc blow of the veto power; whils: precisely similar 
appropriations, in other sections, received the Execunve sanc- 

ton. And yetthe devotion o Kentucky to this Union, in de- 

scite of neglect, of Executive outrage, has not been surpassed 

by the mosttavored State. In peace she has, fur a half century, 

pil her share of the public revenues, by direct and indirect 
taxation, without murmur ar complaint—no resistance of reve- 

nue Jaws, no nullification. In war she has glutte! your armies 

with a- goud soldiers and as true as ever gp It their bl-od in Li- 

berty’s cause. Where, then, Mr. Chairman, I ask, is Kentucky 

to look for a pittance of remuneration for her contributions and 

her sacrifices, ceaseless aa they have been, and I fear are des: 

tined (9 ba, whilst this Union is preserved? (and may it be per- 

petual.) What link is there to fasten her to the car of Siate? 
What ue is to awoken her affection and fix heral.egiince to this 
Fader it G »vernment, under all these forbidding circumstances? 
There is one remaining power given in the Censtitwion, the 
common Charter of our liberties, and that power is over the 
currency. Annihilate tma power, or refuse its exercise—omit 
to cali it into active, living use, as this measure contemplates, 
and as its anchors avow—and you sever the strang cord of inte- 
reat that fastens the interior States to the Union. . Whatever of 
affection, whatever of devotion, their peopie may cherish to- 
wuds the General Government, will have to emanate from a 
pride of national honor, national grandeur, national glory... Sir. 
I speak not for the entire interior, I speak only for myself and 
my coa:tituents. Tassertthe power of this Government over 
the currency. I go further: I say that this Government is not 
wisely, is not faithfully administered, without a just exercise of 
thie power. Icharge this to be a duty, an enjoined duty, an im- 
perative daty, a duty from which this Government cannot es- 
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Vikardin, Kendall, Pickens, Blatr. 
t(Locofoco epithets.) 
- {The President. - 
iMaysville ruad—Kentucky river and Louisville canal appro- 
prieions—Cumberland river appropriation of fifty-five thou- 
sand, excepted, 
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cape without an abandonment of the leading motive of its crea- 


tion. Having stripped the States of this power, itis the bounden 
duty of this Goverument to use it. I repudiate with scorn the 
doctrine contained in the Presidents message, and repeated in 
this debate, of a separ te interest between this Government and 
the people; that the paramount duty of this Government “is 
to take care of itself, and let the peuple take care of them- 
selves.”§ F hurl with indignant contempt upon its authors the 
sentiment that this Government, at the immense cost of twenty 
millions annually, was intended to secure to the people the pri- 
vilege, the glorious privilege, of taking care of themeelves. I 
demand, in the name of my constituents, (many of whom now, 
after a life of toil, industry, and frugality, are forced to surren- 
der their ficesides, their homes, by the ruthless policy of the past 
and present Administrations, ) an exercise of tse plain and be- 
neficent powersof thr Constitution, a fulfilment of its high and 
imperative dutica; and in their name, | hold none more sacred, 
none more obligatory, than that of furnishing to this entire na- 
tion a sound and unilurm currency, suited to ite genius, ita ha- 
bits, its pursuits, its trade, its diversified interests. Can it be 
that Washington and ali the sages of the Revolution wholly 
misunderstood the powers and duties of ihis Government?—men 
who lived betore the Constitution, and lived under it—men who 
were eye. witnesses of the necessities that caused its adojtion— 
men whose only aim “was theit countr.’s, God’s, and truth’s.” 
Can it be that a convention of sages, solemuly called together, 
aud alter el..borate and trying investigation, consultation, aud 
deliberation, framed a charier of powers, a Constitution, and 
yet were incapable of understanding or correctly construing the 
work of their own hands?—that Providence, m his inscrutable 
ways, has reserved to our Ciuef Magistrate the enviable privi- 
lege of revealing the only true construction of this most myste- 
rious instrument? Aud that revelation, when reduced to plain 
English, is this, that this is a Government omnipotent for evil, 
but impotent for good—a Government of individual absolut- 
ism, “of one man power’—a Government that can do nothing, 
without corruption, but impose penalues and restraints; the same 
act that confers discretion and defines duties, creates a prison 
and defines the term of penitentiary service. Whatacommen- 
tary upon the construction of our rulers! what a disgraceful re- 
flection upon this scheme, in the eyes of any candid, sober-mind- 
ed man. In the eloquent language of an enlightened states- 
man,** “that whatever is positively beneficent, whatever is ace 
tively gnod, whatever spreads abroad blessirgs and benefits 
which all can see and all caa feel, must all this be reprobated as 
dangerous ard obnoxious policy, hurrying us to the double ruin 
of a Government turned into despotism by the mere increase of 
acts of beneficence, and a people corrupted beyond ail hope of 
rescue by the improvement of their condition.” 

Sir, genilemen call upon us, an impotent minority, powerlesa 
in the Executive, powerless in the other branch, powerless in this 
House,except in temporary resistance--merely sufficient strengih 
to stay for a limited time the hand of the executioner—o givea 
remedy. They tauntinely deman! of us our plan, after having 
rejected, by a negative vote in both branches of Congress, with 
the repeated declaration of the President, in his State papers, 
hat he would veto the only measure we consider competent to 
relieve the country. Gentlemen still persist in demanding our 
scheme of redress for gievancea, our measure Of relief. Bir, I 
have no concealment of my opinions upon this momentous 
question; I have already, I trust, made myself perfectly intelli- 
gible upon this point. My constituents want no more financial 
“experimenta,”’ no more “untried expedients;” they ark you to 
Testore them where you found them ten years ago, when you 
commenced your financial quackery and “tickering” wih the 
cu rency; “they ask for pa'riotism to estore what. party, for 
miserable selfish purposes, has snatched from them.” In the 
languace of the Roman Emperor, whose general had euffered 
himself to be surprise! by the crafty Arminius, and his choice 
cohoria cut o pieces: August ie, almost driven to madness by ao 
serious a ‘oag, tndceep sorrow and dejection wou d exclaim, “Oh 
Varu», Varus, restore me my kgione ? In the name of my 
sufferi..g an! indignan: constiiuenis. I demand of :he Chief Ma- 
gisira'e and his par y to give them back the suuad currency you 
have “demolished,” the universal prosperity your experiments 
have Je-iroyed, the individual confidence you have cut asunder, 
the S ate credit you have wantonly assailed and depressei!, the 
p:bdlic creda, you have impaired; give hack the incalculable 
good you have desolated, or be huried fram the powers you 
have wir kedly abused, to bring these evils upon them. 

Mr. Chairman, if gentlemen sincerely desire to know by what 
means the public finanees can be restored, a bankrupt Treasury 
replehished, public and private credit invigorated, prosperity, 
public and private. placed upon a permanent foundation, I will 
teil them. I propose tolead them in no untried paths; I point 
to an old beaten track, a road travelled successfully ior forty 
years, a highway that history, experience, analogy, that all re- 
semblance between our present and ovr past condition suggeste; 
a road marked out first by Washingten in 1791, a road remarked 
hy Madison in 1816, atter double refined experience, after every 
experiment, every contrivance, every financial device, had been 
resorted to and failed. Sir, 1 now warn the Executive and the 
country, that, after they have gone through the entire round of 
financial shifis, experiments, and expedientes, they will all ter- 
minate as they always have terminated. in utter discomfiture, 
and destruction of public and private credit and prosperity, and 
at last with an impoverished Treasury, a heavy national debt, 
created in a time of profound peace, without calamity from 
Heaven, with a people embarrassed in every pursuit of life, 
(office holders and brokers excepted.) Before the finances are 
restored, the business of the country placed in its wonted chan- 
nels, the car of State wiil have agaia to be put on the “old beat- 
en track.” 

T cannot conclude, Mr. Chairman, without noticing briefly 
some of the examples of foreign Governments, offered 
as models of imitation to the people of this country. 
After authorities, this world is mostly governed by examples, 
by precedents; falsely and deceptively used, they are the se- 
cond mos: potent weapon of error. Our Chief Magistrate, being 
aware of this, has neglected no pains to obiain garbled and im- 
pectect information from other countries to deceive and mis- 
lead. The President in his last annual message represents that, 
in a pamphlet of correspondence to which he refers, it will be 
ascertained that, out of twenty-seven foreign Governments, 
twenty-six forbid ths use of public money by the agents of Go- 
Yernment, and ibat twenty one have adapted the Sub-Treasury 
as their financial plan; a circumstance of high commenda'ion ia 
the estimation of the President in favor of this scheme. kisa 
little remarkable it gid not strike his mind that there was ano- 
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ther feature in all these Governments in which there was per- 
fect uniformity —that out of the enure twenty-seven, there was 
no republic, no democracy, no free government; that the “one 
rnan power” thag seems to haunt his brain to madness, per- 
vaded every Government of the twenty-seven examples referred 
to; that if partial unanimity upon one point of administration 
was a ground of imitation, undivided unanimity upen another 
was surely a stronger argument in favor of its adoption. Why 
not, if we embark in aping after monarchs, go the whole at 
once? Why not, if it is intended under the delusive guise of 
democracy to clothe the President with all the powers of a des- 
pot, call him by his proper name? Sir, I now propose to look 
Into a few of these examples, so boastingly paraded by the Pre- 
sident and his hard money orators in this and the other branch 
of Congress; and the first in the list of foieign nations ia the Go- 
vernment of France France, it is sad, isa hard money Go- 
vernment, and practises the Sub-Treasury in the management 
of her finances. Now, sir, it is not true that the revenues or 
commerce of Franc- are conducted exclusively in hard money. 
Sir, for the information of the committee, and for the better in- 
formation of the country upon this point, I ask the attention of 
the House while I read a single paragraph from a very able 
pamphlet, written by the Vice Governor of the Bank of Fiance,” 
upon currency and finance. Speaking of the Sub-Treasury, in 
its practical operation, as connected with the banking system 
ofthat country, this distinguished writer uses this language: 
“The branches of the Bank of France are supplied with specie 
by the surplus of the receivers general, and by private depo- 
sites of individuals, to be reimbursed at sight at Paris; and 
when these resources fail, by remittances of coin from the mo- 
ther bank at Paris. The receivers general, who are near the 
branches, (mark this,) find it a convenience and a safety to 
place their specie due the Treasury with them, the amount be- 
ing paid the Treasury at Paris by the Bank. The banks thus 
lessen the expenses of general business, and the amount of those 
transportations of specie, which, crossing each other in every 
direction, and often meeting each other on the way, occasion to 
trade, to the collection of the public revenue, and to the couns 
try itself, very considerable coat of carriage and interest; trans- 
portations which excite astonishment in men of business from 
countries where a more advanced credit system provides more 
economical methods of circulation.” Whata commentary up: 
on the principles of this measure; what an explosion of the de- 
claration that France used nothing but specie in the transactions 
of her finances, and that her depositaries were iron vaults and 
safes; what a-biting criticism upon the ridiculous folly ef the 
practical operation of this scheme. . . 
This same distinguished financier, epeaking of the trade and 
currency of France, uses this language—‘“‘Paris has becometho 
central point of general circulation; the chief instrument of cir- 
culation is necesrarily paper on Paris, which aseumes eve 
possible shape, bills of exchange, and all sorts of bills. The 
effluence of such paper, which may be called the general cur- 
rency, contributes in a very large measure to nourish that large 
discount business, which isdone in Paris by the private bank. 
eve, the capitalists, and ultimately by the Bank of Franee. It 
would be impossible to ascertain, even ty approximation. the 
sum in circulation and paid annually; but an idea of ita magri. 
tude may be formed from one fact, that the Bank received in 
1836 to the amount of fifteen hundred millions of frances, and in 
1838 more than seventeen hundred millions.” And yet Con- 
gress and the country are gravely reierred, by the President 
and the advocates of this bill, to France as a hard money Go- 
vernment, practising the Sub-Treasury system. J would re- 
e communicates to- - 
Congress anether message, that he should consult higher autho- 
tities than are tò be fourd-in..big pamp let of foreign corre- 
epondence. ‘If he can spare the time ftom his indispensable 
Executive dutes, such as revie ‘ing the standing army, prome 
nading the saloons and splendid walks at the White Sulphur 
an! Saratoga, and addressing the exclusive democracy at Castle 
Garden. upon the comforts aud glories of hard money, iron 
saiesani vaults; to read carefully this pamphlet, and other able 
publications of like character, upon these most abstruse of all 
bnestions, currency and finance, the President would find 
much useful information in gome essays written. in this new - 
country of gure, upen these topics. I know, sir, he h-.s not’ 
been altogether remiss in this duty; any man who will critically 
examine his various State papers will teadily perceive t is, 
He has studied most profoundly an American workt on bank- 
ing and currency; a rich fountain for the Chief Magisirate o 
sixteen millions of enlightened freemen to draw lessons from 
upon currency and finance. If Edid not fear I might be deemed 
presumptuous, I would advise the President to lay Gouge’s 
bonk aside, andtake up Gallatin’s essay on currency, and works 
of similar ability; works worthy the study of the wisest and 
ablest of stateamen; works from which he may draw deep and 
rich draughts of financial learning; woiks worthy the study of 
the chief :uler of a great and enl ghtened people. I would par- 
ticularly call his attention to this paragraph in Mr. Gallatin’s 
pamphlet, 1830, touching the measure under discussion: ‘It 
mustatthe same time be acknowledged that, inasmuch ag the 
revenue may be collected, and the public moneys may be kept 
in cheste, and transferred to distant places without banks, it can- 
not be asserted that those institutions are absolutely necessary for 
those purposes. All this may be done, though with a greater 
risk, and ina more inconvenient and expensive manner. Pub- 
lic chista might be established, and public receivers or sub- 
treasurers might be appointed. at the places where there ere 
now offices of the Bank of the United States, and epecie might 
he transferred from place to place as the public service re- 
quired, (I would especially call his attention to this sentence,) 
with the exception ofthe power of receiving private deposites, 
the object of which provision is not rerceived. This ie pre: 
cisely the species of National Bank which has been suggested 
in the Presidents last message °’; This essay is pregnant with 
information wel! worthy ofa chief magistrate’s calm and deli. 
berate etudy. But to return for a moment to the correspond. 
ence with foreign nations.§ Had the President been a candid, 
impartial, and patriotic inquirer after truth, he would have 
found much useful knowledge in that pamphlet, besides the in- 
formation communicated in his annual message; he would have 
discovered information touching the interest and honor of this 
nation, of this kind—“Another check, however, to the embezgle. - 
ment of the public moneys by the receivers consists In the dife 
ficulty and danger of leaving the country clandestinely. Be- 
sites, ifhe even succeeded in escaping, the continental powers 
” Baren Gautier.” £ 
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pever refuse to surren er offenders of this clasa ” Sir, had our 
vigilant President availed himself of this knowledge, and em- 
joyed himself in the deteczion of the grand plunderera of the 
Freaauty, who have been for years travelling and living in 
incery style in the most maguificent cities of Europe—Swart- 
wout with his million and a quarter, and Price with his thou 
instead of burning the midaight lamp, manufacturing 
a labored defence and recommendation of a thrice con- 
demned financial scheme, and a cruel and wanton attack 
upon State institutions, his conduct wou'd have challenged 
and received the gratitude, praise, and honor of a free 
e But no, sir; no demand is made fog their sur- 
, no effort is made for their detection, .no dis- 
of a mgh and imperative Executive duty; what 
a vigilant public servan'; what a watchful guardian of the 
s mony; what an example of official rectitude. And 
yet, air, inthe ceofthis flagrant dereliction of public duty on 
the part of the President, he has the consummate impudence to 
jnsultthe people andthe States by telling them they have be- 
come (oo prodigal in contracting debts, too luxurious in their 
living, woo lax in their morals; but that he and his house- 
hold, let others do as they may, intend to live to the Lord, that 
they must, at ail hazands, ‘hold erect the standard of, morality 
law.” What solemn mockery of virtue! There is one 
other principle developed in that correspondence that our 
Chief istrate has overlooked, or wilfully neglected to protit 
by the suggestion; the principle is this “the best security 
inst the misuse of the public money, is the goe | character 
ihe fanctionary,’’ a doctrine abounding with wisdom. Itis 
ing strange go sage a sentiment shouid have escaped the 
autention of an anxious inquirer afier sound potitical truths. 
Sir, I would, had I time, like to review more minutely this 
phiet of foreign correspondence, but justice to other topics 
will not allow, I will now proceed to notice two or three other 
examples of hard money Governments, that have been arrayed 
ia debate upon this bill as worthy the imitation of this country. 
Before I eed, however, I wish to say afew words upon the 
relative condition of England, France, and America. It has 
been contended in debate, in view of showing the superior ex- 
ealleacy of a hard money currency, over a mixed eurrency, that 
Eogland, though a splendid and Magnificent country, was 
the poor man’s prison, the hot bed of misery and starva- 
tioa to the working classes; and this all attributable to the 
pernicious influence of paper money. That France, though 
a les splendid, less magnificent country, was the “happy 
land” of the middle and laboring classes. I have afew facts w 
to offer the committee to explode all this poetry, which I will 
t without comment. hese are the facts and statistics 
upon this much debated topic. The kingdom of Great Britain 
has an area of 120,000 square miles; France, an area of 210,000 
square miles; Great Britain, a population of 24 millions; 
France, a population of 32 millions. First. Agricultural pro- 
ductions. I select the single article of grain, as this ie the staff 
of life, for rich and poor. Grain. Bushels per given average 
Great Britain, 414 millions, round numbers. France, 369 mil- 
lions. Manufactures. Annual prodact of Great Britain, 2,365 
milicos of dollars; France, 360 millions of doilars. (Mark 
t x 
The comparative commercial and manufacturing power of 
Great Britain and France. 
France. Great BRITAIN. 
Men power, Men power. 


Animate power . . . 6.303,019 7,275,497 
f Mille and hydraulic eng. 150,000,000 1,2 0,000 

Inanimate | Windmills - . 253,333 240.000 
power. } Wind and navigation 3,000,000 12,000,000 

; Steam engines . 480,009 6,400,000 
Totals, 11,636 362 27,115,497 


Thue the total inanimate power applied to the arts in France 

scarcely exceeds the fourth of that applied in the Uniied King- 
don of Great Britain. and the whole animate and inanimate 
power of the laser applied to manufactures and commerce is 
nearly treble the amount of that ol the former. This is not all; 
gee the comparative consumption in the two countries of two 
ef the most pleasant and essential articles of human subsistence. 
Total consumption of sugar in all Europe per year, average cal- 
culation, 600,0 0 tons, of which 180 tons are consumed in ‘-reat 
Britain,and 90 tons in France. 
The totai consumption of Europe and the United States 138,500 
tona, nearly one fourth of the whole consumed in the United 
Satvesand Great Britain. In the latter, the consumption is 
about one pound per head; in the former. it is upwards of 
three pounda. Two countries impoverished and ruined by the 
use of piper money, according to the theory of our enlightened 
President and his cligue of poliucians. A glorious impoverish- 
ment! A most happy ruin! such as any hard working poor 
man ought to covet, and would, if he was not wheedied out of 
hie senses by the vile falsehood and hypocrisy of hollow hearted 
sad pretended friends. Once more on this topic—comparative 
consumption of cotton— Great Britain 228,000,000 ibs. annually, 
France 77,000,000. Now forthe prices of labor in Great Britain, 
contrasted with labor in France and other hard money Govern: 
menis. I read from the statistics of an able writer.” 


“France. - - > - 63 81 per week of 72 houre. 
Switzerland . -45 do. 82 do. 
- Anatria . - - 40 do. 76 do. 
- Saxony - - -2 6 do 72 do. 


Being an average of 3s 112 per week of 79 hours. The same 
Mr. Gregg mates the existing wages of Englishmen to range 
from 163 to30s a week.” i 
Task the attention of the poor man and the working classes, 
to these plain facts and statistics, and compare them with the 
Bins the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. 
iltiams, and then make up their judgment upon the relative 
eomfort and happinees of the people, the great mass of the 
People, (not the aristocracy) of the two countries. But, sir, the 
state of pauperism in Great Britain has been arrayed and called 
apin this debate, by the same gentieman, in most piteous la- 
mentation, as another evidence of the impolicy and ruin of pa» 
per money. Now, sir, 1 offer a short table, to show the pau- 
perem of Paris, the richest capital of any hard money Go- 
Yernment on earth, and it transcends, in misery, any thing to 
be found in Great Britain. i 
“According te arecent return, the following are the number 
of peu rs inthe different arrondissements of Paris: 1st, 
; Ad, 2.646; 3.1, 2,406; 4th, 3.129; 5:h, 4,690; 6th, 6,938; 7sh, 
390; Sch, 9,938; Nh, 6,832; LOch, €,678; Leh, 3,800; 12h, 13,857. 
ones i. + 
<Mr. Gregg, 2 o p 
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Annual censumption of coffee. - 


; man. 
| grace incurred by importing vloodhounds from this island, to 


The total is 63 947, without including the pauvres honteau® 
inscribed atthe Bureaux de Bienfaisance.” The same honora’ 
ble gentleman hasexhibited tablesof bankruptcies In England, 
to show the fluctuations in trade, a d the mad speculations en- 
gendered by a paper money system. J.et us see how this matter 
stan is upon fair and just comparison. I read fiom a learned 
discourse delivered by a distinguished Frenchiman,t in Decem- 
ber. 1839, consisting chiefly of statistical memoranda. He states 
the registered cases of bankruptcy for that year at 329; the 
whole nuniber declared to the Tribunal of Commerce, from the 
first of Januiry, 1-39, co the first of January, 1940, 1,013, and the 

gregate sums upwards of sixty millions of francs. These are 
the failures, formally recorded and complete; but it is authen- 
ically added, that nearly as many cases of private arrange- 
ments, compositions, with creditors took place, swelling ihe 
preceding amuunts of insolvency to more than one hundred 
millions. According to the statistics of the same writer, the 
number and amount of bankruptcies, since the year 1835, many 
of them total failures, others partial, exceeds that ofall the 
banka that have ever suspended or broken in the United States, 
Bo much for the comp rative fluctuations and bankruptcies of 
hard money Goveinments and paper money Governments. But 
thereare two other examples of foreign Governments,relicd upon 
and recommende' by the hard money orators ot tnis and the 
other branch of Congress, in support of this bill. I read an ex- 
tract or two from the speech of the Missouri Senator, delivered 
on this bill in the Benate, in these words: “France and Holland 
present the two highest models for the study ofcurrency, which 
the history of the world affords. Holland is a subject for the 
study of the Ameriaan statesman.” Holland! Little Holland, 
witha territory of eleven thousand square miles'—a single 
State of this Union containing 70,000—the territory of the Uni- 
ted States 22,000,000 square miles! The inequality of territory 
itself, writes upon the assertion stupidity, or a wanton, wilful 
effort at guilibil ty—humbugery. I now give, sir,a specimen 
of the veracity of this distinguished Senator, that his abused fol- 


; lowers may see and know what character of idol they worship. 
; Tread from the same speech: 


l: “This is Holland, a country 
which has no paper money banks.” 


I now read from an authority,t upon this point, high in credit 


| in all civilized countries, as a work on commerce and finance. 
“The Bank of Amsterdam was founded in 1609—(Amsterdam, 


the capital of Holland.) This establishment continued to 
flourish till the invasion of the French, 1795. Between the 
years 1651 and 1672, the commerce of Holland appears to have 
reached its greatest height. In 1690, the entire shipping of 
Europe amounted to two millions tons, Holland being the 
owner of more than halft according to the estimate of a dis- 
tinguished writer. Holland all this time transacting her domes- 
tic and foreign trade, principally in paper money, certificates 
of deposite, in the language of Mr. Gallatin, “as much bank 
bills as notes issued by our banks of discount in this country.” 
Ttwas left to the sagacity of the “Great Humbugger,” to dis- 
cover that “hard money” had any agency in giving wealth, 
and power, and national glory to Holland. After the restora- 
tion ot peace throughout Europe by the treat of Aix la 
Chapelle, the trade of Holland rapidly declined, illiam the 
Fourth, Stadtholland, appointed a commission of the ablest 
financiers ofthe conntry to investigate the causes ofthe “lustre, 
repute, and dignity” of the former commerce of Holland, and 
the causes of theirdecline. That committee made a mest 
able and elaborate report. 1 will not trouble the House by 
reading it, it can be found at large in the work I hold in my 
hand—I wiil only say. that it never entered the brain of one of 
these able financiers that hard money had any agency, either 
in building up or pulling down this immense commerce, and 
wealth, and renown of Holland. 1 will now read a brief para- 
graph from a distinguished author, upon the internal cundition 
of Holland, this model for this country to copy lessons of 
Government from; this bright example for the American states- 
man. Sir William Tempie, “mentions that in his time taxes 
were grea‘ly increased, afterwards t'e necessities of the State 
lead to theimposition of taxes on corn, oa flour when it was 
ground at the mill, and on bread when it came from the oven; 
on butter, and fish, and fruit; on income, and legacies, the sale 
or houses; in short, almost every ariicte either of necessity or 
convenience.” Amongst other evidences of the happy con- 
dition of the poor, he gives this statement, “one fish sauce, was 
in common use, which directly paid no fewer than thirty 
different duties of excise.” Thisis a glorious Holland—“a 
model, a subject of study,” for an American statesman, worthy 
the imitation! and adoption of a free and enlightened people. 
But this distinguished Sen tor, the great Mogul of the Demo- 
cracy ofthis country, says in the same speech, “Holland is the 
country forour statesmen to etudy; but if she is too distant, let 
them cross over to the island of Cuba.” Cuba! Cuba! a fit 
model for America—a little speck of land in the Gulf of Mexico, 
scarcely discernible to the naked eye, on the vast map of the 
world, with no Government of her own—the wretched, 
depraved, and degenerate colony, of the most degraded and 
rotten despotism of all Europe. | A model for republican free- 
men; an island, without an instit tion of learning, a house of 
Divine worship, an 
a public building, save it bea prison, to hold her unnumbered 
convicts; without a roador a highway a mile from her coast. 
A country that cannot, in the tide of time, boast ofa statesman, 
a general,a phi osopher, or a man ef science of any kind; with. 
out manufactures without arts; the home of pirates; the asylum 
of African kidnappers, the nursery of the slave trade. This 
spot of hell upon earth, is boastingly held up, in the Senate of 
the United States, as a choice mcdel tor the American states: 
This Adminiatratina, not content with the naiio al dis- 


mangle and torture a handful of Indians, because they are un- 
wiliing to leave their homes, their firesides, their lands, and the 
graves oftheir fathers, in discharge of a treaty conceived in 
fraud und treachery, and insummated by force, they now pro- 
poseto add another blot of dishonor to the national character, 
by importing a system of finance. Days of Danton and 
Robespierre, days of humanity and Christianity, when com 
pared with this day of boasted civilization 10 this jand of 
liberty. Gracious Gol, how long will :he people slumber? 
Wher, O when will they awake from theirdeep sleep? “Must 
the very earth quake before they will arouse?” Can they be s0 
blind as not to see that chains are making to rivet despotism 
upon them? Is it possible that in the first half century of 
American Independence, the people have hecome so depraved, 
that, like sheep, they are ready for the shambles? Forbid it, 
genius of freedom! Arouse from your slucabers and hurl the 
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institution of charity or humanity; without | 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Independent Treasury—Mr. Sergeant. 


i 


777 
i H. of Reps. 


tyrants from their high places. Pass this bill, and let the 
peuple acquiesce in it, and have we not tied the purse to the 
awordhilt of the President? Will we not convert a pillar of 
{reedom into an engine of despotism? My soul sickens within 
me when I contemplate this triumph of Executive will over 
popular opinion, by the appliances of Executive patronage. 

Have we not a monarchy, practically a monarchy? are we 
not governed by ore man? The title by which a ruler of 
a nation iscalled is immaterial; give him the power of a despot 
and he ia a despot, though we may call him, and he may call 
himeelf, our servant. - 

In the conclusion Mr Chairman. ifI thought a voice would 
beheard fromone so humble as myself, I would invoke him 
who alone, in thiscr'sisot universal distress, holds the power 
as an earthly, benefactor, to administer relief. I would appeal 
ohim to give up the mad promise, made in his unaugural ad- 
dress, to follow in the footstepsof his iliustrious predeceesor; 
to summon up moral firmness, the most difficuit as well as the 
most praiseworthy ofall courage, to acknowledge his errors, re- 
trace his course, fall back upon the footsteps of Washingten 
and Madison. characters worthy ofall imitation, from the high- 
est and proudest of mortals. 1 would say to him, sir, quit, oh 
quit you ruinous projects, stop on your duwnward road to de- 
struction—destruction to the people’s prosperily, destruction to 
civil liberty, destruction to your own present and future repu- 
tation. Iwoulleay to him, go and consult the light of ex- 
perience, an experience that has been tried and proven.success- 
ful upon more than one occasion of similar difficulty. I would 
go one step further. I would beseech him to cast from 
around him his secret cabinet, his evil advisers, evil 
to himself and evil to his country, I would say to 
him, in the language of the faithful guardian of the 
Roman treasure, “Strike, but hear me.” Press not “experi 
ment” upon “experiment,” and “untried expedient” apun 
“untried expedient,” until the long forbearance of this people 
shall become exhausted; until this nation, now the only abiding 
place of freedom, shail be hurried, by the madness ot wicked 
rulers, into the rage of civil discord, or sink into that more 
horrible condition, the arms of sleepy despotiem. 

But, Mr. Chairman, Lhave no hopethat any appeal of mine 
would move the heart of the high civil ruler of this nation; the 
edict has gene forth from the Hermitage, his bond is given 
for its execution; lest reason, judgment and experience might 
convince him of his error, and drive him from his purpose, he 
has closed every door behind him through which he might re- 
treat; he has cut down every bridge of deliverance; and now, 
standing upon an awful precipice, with a suffering, bleeding 
country at his heela, with the broad gulf of inevitable ruin to 
himself and country before him, he, maniac-like, resolves-— 
“sink or swim, live or die,” my course is onward, sooner than 
surrender a miserable “expedient.” Inthe language of Divine 
inspiration, I say—*“let him alone; like Ephriam of old, he is 
weilded to his idol.” And like all idolators, he deserves to perish; 
his doom is already written on the wall; the blazing capitala 
glare in hiseyes by day, and haunt his distempered vision Dy 
night. It isasit should be, as it always hag been; retributive 
justice is at hand; the God of mercy has said, He is also a God 
of vengeance. From the civil ruler of this nation, Ta’ peal t 
the Rulerof the Universe; I pray his interposition; 1 entrea? 
him to extend an arm of deliverance and rescue a sinkingt 
nation. \ Pp 
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OF PENNSYLVANIA, f 
In the House of Representatives, June 24, 184--On the Bub- 
My intention, what I hare to ssy, ie to ad- 


Treasury Bill. 
Mr. Chairman, 
dress myselfto the committee. There is no reason for speaking 
upon this subject to my coustituegts. They understand it quite 
as well as I do, many of them PN having Jong had it 


under consideration, an: viewed ity hght which their daily 
practical operations afford—the onl¥ true light in which ques» 
tions teuching the currency and circulation ought ever 10 be re- 
garded, They have aiready felt its effecia, its hlighting effecta, 
during the last three years, and passed upon it a sentence of 
condemnation with great unanimity. They do not desire to see 
it legalized and perpetuated to the continued disturbance and 

destruction of t eir interests, however it may suit the purposes 

of those in power to deal thus reckleesly with the business of 

the country and the freedom of the citizen. 

Neisher have 1 the vanity to believe that it ie within the scope 
of any ability of mine to enlighten the public mind. This may 
be, it must be admitted, a very fit object of discussion here. But 
upon the matters embraced in this project, the mind of the 
people of this country has long beer occupied with intense 
anxiety. It has metthem in all their daily concerns, and they 
have everywhere encountered in it an enemy tu their induatry, 
their welfare, and their happiness; until, from a state of unex: 
ampled prosperity, every branch ofindustry is in the depths 
of distress, and the whole land is pale. That this reverse, thie 
searching reverse, Which has reached the humblest citizen, de- 
stroying his emplryment, and reducing or taking away hia 
means of subsistence, is owing to the measures of the Adminis- 
tration, I have no doubt whatever. Sufficient, however, is it to 
know, that these measure: and this distress have been cu- 
existent. They have gone hand in hand together. Precisely 
as the Government has advanced in its schemes and conuri- 
vances, the prosperity of the country has receded, until weare 
as if we had been struck with famine or pestilence. The con- 
summation has been felt, bitterly felt, fer the last three years, 
and ie still upon us. That period will be marked as the dark- 
est and most disastrous in oui himor; being the very period 
when the powers of the Government have been employed and 
exercised with the keecest instinct of the love of rule, to break 
down the institutions which were found suited to our condition, 
to disturb and uproot our accustomed ways of businese, ta 
place themselves in opposition and contradiction to what the 
people have chosen, approved, aud practised with perfect suc- 
cess, and to substitute them by dogmas, false in themuelve 
falee, and over and over again falasficd in all that they promi 
for the public benefit, and only true in their eecret efficacy to 
undermine our free Constitution, and aggrandize our rulers, and 
thus to change our Government into something more in the re- 
sembiance of tihe arbitrary Goveraments of the old world. The 
public puree ia now in the hande of the Executive, and se it hus 
been for the last three years. The circulation and the currency 
have been under the control of the Executive for almost ten 
years. Duringall that per:od, they have known neither rest or , 
peace. hock ater shock has fajien upon them, mntil the fe 
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dric of credit and confidence, constructed by the wise and well- 
directed labors of years, has been broken down and destroyed. 
The Sub-Treasury is but the representative of the ruins of that 
fabric. Itis the poor residuum of the experiments upon the 
fine gold of public credit and nationa! prosperity, which have 
perished in the heat of the fire kindled by the Executive and 
poarished with his breath. [tis all that remains. The people 
of the United States are familiar with it, by a sad and disastrous 
experience, and they know that this bill, whatever pretensions 
it may pe forward as a measure, is only to give us perma- 
nently for our portion the wreck and ruin of our prosperity. 
It le to continue what we have had for the last three years. The 
knowledge of its operation, therefore, has been sufficiently 
brought home to every one. Light abounds, fit be wanting 
any where, itis here, where it is obscured by the thick mist of 
party prejudice and passion, or shut out by undue deference for 

e wishesof the Executive. Trade, commerce, credit, the re- 
wards of industry, the wages of labor, the value of property, 
the price of produce, all have been crushed together, while the 
Bub-Troasury has been in operation. Ifthese be its concomi- 
tants, does any ona desire to continue a system which has 
wrought such mischievous consequences? 

My intention, as already intimated, is to address this com- 
mittee, or as many of themas may favor me with a hearing. 
We are admonished not to expect very large audiences. I re- 
member to have heard it once stated as a question at a public 
meeting, whether a man had not the constitutional right to 
speak? {t was answered by another queation: whether a man 
had notthə constitutional right not to listen? In this excessive 
heat, after s0 protracted a debate, and with a subject which has 
become trite, the latter privilege is, perhaps, not an unimpor- 
tant one; and noone can be biamed for availing himeelf of it. 
Scill it ia my intention to address this committee, and to address 
it upon this bill, Undoubtedly there are maty high and ambi- 
tious topics connected with the subject of a very tempting na- 
ture, and inviting toa large discussion; I will avoid them, as 
far as poasible, and confine myself to such practical views of 
the measure itsclf as seem to me to have 2 direct bearing on 

_ the question as to its adeption or rejection. 

The supporters of this bill have, indeed, indeavored to give to 
it extraordinary dignity and importance; for they have asserted 
that it involves no less a question than whether the people are 
competent to govern themselves. The gentleman from Maine 
(Mr. Evans] answered well, that this question had long since 
been decided —it is no longer an open question; for the Constitu- 
tion of the United States itself isa fundamental act of self-go- 
vernment, which bears upon its first lines that it isthe work of 
the people themselves. fi is manifestly unconstitutional to en- 
tertain a doubt upon this question, or to assert that it ig not au- 
thoritatively and finally settled, The truth is, as every one ac- 
quainted with the history of this country knows, that the peo- 
pie of these United States, from the very earliest times, have 
Parsee governed themselves. The early emigrants to 
the theu colonies were abandoned to themselves at their firet 
coming to this continent. They scarcely engaged the concern 
of the parent countiy; and one colony in Virginia, thus ne- 

lected, | fell a sacrifice to the savages of the wilderness. The 
slight authority maintained by the British Crown over the colo- 
nies, always more or less resisted, had not deprived our ances- 
tors of the instruction to be derived from governing them- 
selves, while their occasional struggles fora right or a privi- 
lege served to fix deeply in them the value of the right of self- 
government, and a knowledge of the true principles of civil and 

litical freedom. When the Revolution came, it found them 

‘ally instracted, entirely competent, not requiring aid in this 

from foreign Governments, and, least of all, from those 
which are essentially arbitrary and despotic. Their capacity 
for self-government was not to be tested by submitiing them- 
selves tothe willofan Executive. Norigit now to he proved 
by adopting his projects because they are his. Quite the con- 
trary. Abounding tn materiats for human happiness, the gift 
ofa good Providence, they demed it their privilege and their 
duty to take care that these blessings should not be counteract: 
ed by the evil of bad government. The arbitrary and despotic 
Governments in Europe were beacons to be avoided, and not 
examples to be imitated. The United States separated them- 
selves from that system; they adopted one of their own, as un- 
like it as ible, thereby availing themselves of the advan- 
tages of their condition to secure and consolidate the greatest 
sum of human happiness and freedom. It is a recent diecove- 
ry, whose merit belongs to the present Executive, and entitles it 
toa place in the Patent Office, that we must reverse all this; 
that we must go to Europe, in its remotest parts even, and in 
iw most despotic Governments, for light and for example; and 
that it is an evidence of dstect in our system that it is not like 
the syatem of Turkey or of Spain. There is something in this 
too monstrous to be tolerated; it is at once to reject the bounty 
of Providence andthe wis.jom of our forefathers. Yet the chief 
argument ot the Executive in favor of his bill is, that it is the 
plan of the monarchies of Europe, and especially of thoe in 
which there ia not a remnant of political freedom; of some, 
where it is lamentably notorious that the evils of despotism are 
exhibited in their mos: odious and disgusting forms. Such a 
scheme may suit well, as the President says it does, in Turkey, 
where the sabre and the bow-string speedily settle every com- 
plaint where human right is unknown or disregarded; where 
human happiness is so little cared for, that there is neither en- 
couragement nor reward for cultivating the earth; where, in a 
word, a despotic aud capricious will governs in every thing; 
where the fruits of bad gavernm nt are deplnably manifest, 
and nothing is seen but ex iction and depreszion. 

But does it follow thatit will euit the people of the United 
States? Ciaimingto be free; living under a constitutional Re- 

ablican Goverament of their own making, and constituted for 
their own benefit, an’ not fur the benefit uf Government, is not 
the very opposite co xclusion a wise and just one? Sucha 
scheme, if it really exist, may be suited te Spain. and to Austria, 
or to Prussia, but it dots not follow that itis suited for us. Is 
it not derogatory to the wisdom of our ancestors, to tse charac- 
ter of aur written Constitutions, to the free institutions which 
have been established for us, that we should reject their teach- 
ing to seek instruction froin dark aml barbarous deapotisms? 
Their lessons may serve to build up or support athrone. They 

may help to aggrand’ze the Executive, until, in due time, he 
shali resemble them; but they can never be adapted to that frame 
of Government under which we have hitherto lived; They 
are odious for the source they are derived from. They are 
odiousin themselves. To adopt them is to reject the light of 
our own experience—to abandon the claim we have hitherto 
made of presenting to mankind a steady and beneficest system, 
end worthy of being accepted by all who are ina cundiion to 
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receive it. It is, as it were, voluntarily and ungratefully to re- 
ject the bounty of Providence, which, more than the wisdom of 
man, has placed us in circumstances to maintain and enjoy the 
freest and happiest Government the world has ever seen. 
Those whocoolly argue for the reduction of the wages of Ja- 
bor, and would persuade us thar, if ail other things be reduced 
in proportion, the reward of industry is not substantially dimi- 
nished, lose sight of two great and important considerations. 
The first of these, which one would suppose too obvious to 
have escaped their attention, is, that exactly as this reduction 
takes place the value of capital is increased to the capitalists. 
if every thing else be reduced one-half, capital is doubled; the 


other is a great and important political consideration, intimately ; 


connected with that just mentioned. 

The relation of wages to capita! is one of the chief elements 
of our happiness, and one ofthe main supports ef our free 
formof government. Itpreserves that equality upon which 
our free institutions so much depend. It raises the industri- 
ous laborer toa higher station that he can reach in any other 


partof the world; it places him nearer to the highest; he is <: 


worth more in his own estimation, and in the estimation of . 


others; he has motives for exertion, too; there is nothing be- 
yond hisreach. He and his children may reasonably aspire to 
the highest stations and employments, if they qualify them- 
selves by their conduct to deserve it. Man, as man,is worth 
more here; he feels ina higher degree his dignity, he is capa- 
ble of enjoying equality; and, under the influence of this feel- 
ing, appreciates and maintains the institutions he lives under. 
Whoever would voluntarily seek to destroy this relation—to 
reduce the tndustrious laboring class to the degraded state in 
which they are kept in other parts of the world—endangers the 
equilibrium of our Government, and puts at risk our freedom 
and our happiness. I would notadvocate the compulsory ad- 
vance of wages, because I know it would be futile and im- 
practicable; but aa long as they will maintain themselves at 
an elevation ahove the wages of labor elsewhere, he is nota 
wise friend of his country who would endeavor by any means 
to force them down. The political economist may tell us, as 
he has told us, that this would enable us to enter into competi- 
tion with foreign manufacturers, and thus increase the national 
wealth. But national wealth is a poor equivalent for what we 
should sacritice in thus obtaininzgit. I despise every system 
of political economy which proposes no higher or other object 
than to increase the sum of wealth. Human happiness is of 
far greater importance; every scheme that would risk it for 
the sake of wealth is ill-conceived. Occupation duly rewarded; 
instruction; moral improvement; a prospect, with adeqnate 
exertion, of bettering one’s condition; the right cultivation and 
indulgence of the feelings andthe affections which God has 
piven us—these are what a good parent seeks to cultivate in his 
amily, even though it be at some expense and loss of money. 
What istrue of the domestic circle is true in large circles of so- 
ciety; and, therefore, again I gay, I despise every system, and 
every argument, which looka only to the accumulation of 
wealth. High wages are the glory of our condition, and they 
are its security. We should desire to continue them as long 
as possible. t the springs flow as they now do, to spreada 
cheerful abundance among the classes who labor, rather than 
to be forced up from them to fill the large reservoirs which are 
too apt to be deemed the representatives of wealth. Do not 


disturb the moral and political equilibrium; let money go if : 


it will; but do not needlessly, in order to recover it, waste 
the materiate for happiness, which, once lost, can never be re- 
covered. 

Leaving these considerations for the present, I proceed to the 
more immediate consideration of the measure itself. The os- 
tensible object of the bill is to be learned from the title, which 
isan act to “provide for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, 
and disbursement of the public revenue,” 

This title does not profess to be either an amen tment to, or 
a partial alteration in, any existing system. lt must be, then, 
either an original provision, founding a Treasury eystem, none 
having been before in existence, or it must be a total change. 
That itis not an original provision everyone knows. That 
branch of the ‘service was long since provided for, by ar- 
rangements hitherto deemed to be entirely adequate. It is 
thena change. The duty seems, therefore, to be imposed upon 
those who offer it, to point out the defects in the former system, 
and to show how they are, by this bill, to be corrected or sup- 
plied. No such thing has been done or attempted. 

The real object of the measure inay be collected from the 
provisions of the bill; mure fully, perhaps, from the exposition 
of its supporters. They may be thus stated: Ist. To place the 
public treasure from the time it is paid by the citizen, during 
its stay in the Treasury, and until ite final disbursement, entire- 
ly in the hands and keeping of individuals. 24. The individu- 
als so to be entrusted to be appointed and removed by the Pre- 
sident; so that, in effect, the whole treasnre of the public will 
be immediately aubject to his power, by reason of his pow- 
erover those who hold it, 3d. To separate the concerns 
of the Treasury and circulation of the Government from 
the concerns and currency and business of the people; so 
that they may fluw in separate and distinct channels, 
never intermngling with each other. The treasure of the 
Government, ‘from the time it is drawn from the pockets 
of the people, will give no aid or support to their transactions, 
but be kept entirely apart. Jt will give no nourishment to 
trade and commerce; it will afford no help to industry; an! it 
will ba distinguished by being always the best: while the people 
muat be satisfied to make use for their own purposes of such 
as they caneet. A distinction isthus to be established, con- 
trary to all farmer opinions and experience, and contrary to 
the very genius and nature of our Government. 4th. In order 
to make this separation mme perfect, to put anend toall inter- 
course with banks —to make no use of them as depositories, 
nor in any case to receive their paper; and, what is nat the 
least striking feature inthe system, no distinction îs made be- 
tween goodand bad banks—those which pay specie and those 
which do not—but equally to condemn and reprobate them all. 
5:h. For this purpose, to repeal the resolution of April, 1817, 
hy which the paperof specie paying banks is made receiva- 
ble in duestothe Government. Gih. Afer a limited time to re- 
ceive and pay nothing but gold and silver, and in the mean time 
to require a rapidly increased proportion of coin in receipts 
and payments. These are the principal ohiec's; there are some 
other litte matters which may be incidentally noticed, but they 
do nat requite to be now specified. : 

The real effect of the bill, as has heen already said. is to per- 

tuate what has existed for thres years pas‘; what that will 
Re we may judge from our experience during thet period. That 
it will not curo or relieve any of the evils whieh have been ex. 
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` The real end of the whole project is obvious exough. 
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perienced, and now press so heavily on every portion ofthe 
country, is quite manifest; it isnot a remedy; it is buta continu- 
ance of the disease. 

The final objects professed hy the friends of this bill, so far 
as they can be collected from their publications and their 
speeches, are these: to give, as they allege, greater steadiness to 
the concernsof the Treasury; and, secondly, to introduce the 
use ofgold and silver. To what extent they would make this 


change does not clearly appear, nor are they perhaps agreed. : 


Some would be satisfied with nothing short of the entire ba. 
nishment of paper, and the total destruction of banks, while 
others seem to suppose that they may be partially retained and 
used. The act of the Government obviously favors the (es: 
t will 


. bea total failure, or it will lead to that worst of all public evils, 
‘ the establishment of a great Government bank, managed by 


the Executive branch of the Government, and spreading its in. 
fluence and power over every depariment of the interest and 
concerns of the country. 

Looking to this measure, however, as it professes to be—the 
establishment of a Treasury system—there are certain princi- 
ples on which such a system ought to be constructed, about 
which it is impossible there shou!d be any difference of opinion, 
First, there should be economy—security against needless and 
wasteful expenditure. The reason is plain: every expense 
which is unnecescary, whatever may be the amount of it, is so 
much additional tax laid upon the people, and laid to no pur- 
pose, or worse. It is so much money taken frem their pockets, 
for which there isno return. Jt is money unavoidably used for 


: the purposes of corruption, for it is paid for no real service. 
, Becondly, there should be eafety—security for the keeping of 


the public treasure, to the utmost attainable perfection, and for - 


the same reason, that whatever is lost, is an additional tax upon 
the people, for which they have no return. Besides, it is demo» 
ralizing, by the seductive temptations it offers to those who are 


© charged with the custody of the public treasure, as well as to 


those who may seek to avail themselvesof their immunities, by 
soliciting and seducing them to violate their trusts. Thirdly, 
with economy and safety, it should combine all possible regard 


> for the convenience and ease of the people. 


Our Government requires, in an especial manner, attention to 
these important objects. Whatis Government here? Our na. 
tion is a great family, selecting from itself some of its members 
to administer its common affairs for the benefit of the whole, 
They contribute from the common substance te this administra- 
tion, but they ought to contribute not one dollar more than is 
essential, and what is so contributed ought to be faithfully kept 
and honestly applied. It isnot contriduted for the ease or the 
advantage of the Government, nor to promote their enjoyment 
or their indulgence, but for the commen benefit of all. And be 
it remembered, further, it is a contr.bution from what they 
have, a portion of their own; not something better than they 
have themselves, and which they are to buy for the purpose of 
making their paymente. If they use convertible bank paper, 
and are satisfied with it, in the transaction of their business, the 
Government ought also to receive and be satisfied with it, in 
payment by the people. It is contrary to the compact itself, 
that in this respect there should be any distinction, and 
cially that there should be a distinction in favor of the Govern- 
ment. It unnecessarily and injuriously elevates the Govern- 
ment above the people, makes a eeparation between them, and 
destroys that sympathy which an elective Republican Govern: 
ment like ours ought at all times to feel, in whatever affects the 
bedy of the people. Nor is this all: it abstracts a portion 


Government. The people have ne benefits from it; itenters not 
at all.into their concerns. Two separate circulations are main: 
tained at their cost, as if the circulation of the ple were un- 
worthy to associate with the circulation for the Government. 


. For this there ig no necessity whatever. The Government can 


be supplied, and ought to be contented to be supplied, from the 
channels which flow among the people. There should be one 


: circulation for all, and it should extend through all, the Govern- 
ment, like the heart in man, receiving the first supply, but, like 


the heart also, appropriating the contribution not to its own ex- 
clusive use, but exerting ite whole energy in sending the whole 
some living current through every part of thesystem. In such 
inquiries, little light can be derived from the examples of Go- 
vernments differently constituted. Their principle is different 
from ours. Their objectsand ends are different; they maintain 
themeelves by power and force, and they accumulate power and 
forces by every effort they can employ, in order that they may 
maintain themselves in defiance of the people. Their object ts 
to keep down the people—to prevent them from doing any thing 
for themselves—to keep as wide a separation as possible be» 
tween the Government and the people. We mieht as well upon 
this question have senta mission to consult with savage and un» 
civilized tribes. 1 wonder, indeed, thatthe search was not ex- 
tended still further—that they did not send to inquire for our in- 
struction among the Hottentote and the Malays. H, indeed, they 
had advanced beyond even these to the wall. of China, they 
might have found, in the Celestial Empire, the very thing they 
desire—pure silver for the Government, and bese metal for the 

eople. 
p Dot us see how far this project of a Treasury is conformed to 
either of the great and undentable requisites before mentioned. 
It will be found to outrage them a!l; and, if 1 mistake not, to 
outrage the plainest dictates of common sense and experience. 

1. Tue Expanss. 

This is a very material inquiry; for every additional expen- 

diture i» an additional tax upen the citizen. Every unnecee- 


n gary and useless expenditure is a wasteful misapplication of his 


means, anda positive w.ong to him, And this te especially the 
case when the m mey exacted from him in taxes is employed 


to pay officers who are no’ wanied, or to pay them more than : 


they anghttoreceive. This is the worst kind of sinecure—not 
that the officers have nothirg to do, but that what they have to 
do brings no benefit tothe people; or, which is still worse, does 
them a positive injury. It may be that they will contribute to 
the ease, the convenience, and the strength, or, if ycu please, 
as in monarchies, to the ornament and dignity of the Executive 
branch of the Government—to the splendor of the head. But 
do they inure to the use and happiness of the people? Do they. 


` advance the interests of the nation? Are they in furtherance 


of the principles of our free republican institutions} Quite 


> the contrary. They tend directly to pervert and destroy the 


fies 
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true character of our Constitution, and te assimilate us more ° 


‘ neatly to a monarchy, with its ease, its splendor, magnificence, 


and sinecures, purchased with the blood and the toil of the 
aubject. Every dollar taken for such purposes from the citizen 
isto purchase a weapon for hie denruction, Expense of the 
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port ought to be guarded against with a vigilance even beyond 
; value of the money, as endangering ali that we hold dear. 

This bill, then, object to, ag opening a new source of ex- 
penditere, anda new claim for contributions by the citizen, to 
which no definite limita can be assigned. They will go oncon» 
davally increasing. 1 objeet to it because it is for the esta- 
blishment of new offices and new officers. throughout the whole 
Union, who are entirely unnecessary, because the work for 
which they are alleged te be created has been, and can be, done 
withoutany expense at all. And I object to it because these 
offices and these officera are to be dependent upon the Execu- 
tive, and subject to his will. Itis worse than a wasteful expen- 
dare, it is positively noxious and destructive. 

The expenses of this scheme are of two descriptions—those 
which are set forth in the bill, and those which do not appear, 
pat are concealed in ite provisions. These latier require to be 
marched for; they are not fairly disclosed, but seem to be kept 
out of sight, as if it were desired that public attention should 
potbe turned tn them. They may be arranged into two classes 
—those which can be estimated, and those which cannot. The 
latter are the moat dangerous. You authorize a new expendi- 
ture, but cannot even conjecture what it will amount to—you 
cannot foresee what new burden will be laid upon the people to 
pay it; and you blindly authorize it without computing, or even 

ing to be able to compute, its weight. Only an ap- 
imate statement can be attempted. Of one thing, how- 
ever, we may be pon må that ia, that any such statement will 
fall short of the truth. The actual expenditure will exceed 
any estimate. 
us, nevertheless, endeavor to get some glimpse of the 
pew branch of expenditure to be created, beginning with the 
of which the amount is given in the bill. 
Firat. There are four officers with high-sounding titles, bor- 
towed from England, and hitherto unknown among us. 


Areceiver-general at New York, witha salary of - $4,000 
Do. at Boston, do. . - 2,500 
Do. ` at Charleston, do. . - 2,500 
Do. at St. Louis, do. . - 2,500 
The Treasurer of the Mint at Philadelphia to have an 
increase of . o - . - - 
The Treasurer of the Mint at New Orleans to have an 
increase of . . . . . - 1,000 
; $13.000 
Ten clerks, at 8600 a year oach - . . - 8000 
Making a total, yearly, of = - - $21,000 


Noone believes that ten clerks will suffice; but let that pass. 
We must not, because we are in the habit of talking of millons, 
į this sum for its smallness. All accumulations, how- 
ever large, are made up of small sums. Waste, too, is gene- 
maliy in small sums. This falee estimate is, of all things, to be 
goarded against by States as well as by individuals, who would 
atrue economy. No man can afford to throw away 

a dollar, nor can a State or nation. The watchfulness they 
must observe, should be directed chiefly to this point. The 
momenta habit of waste is indulged, it will become ascendant, 
; and finally produce boundless profusion. There is no such 
thing as small and great in these matters; or, if there be, the 
ecttled maxim is to take care of things which seem to be 


small. 
Bat is this small? Is a sum of 21,000 a year to be disre- 
tded—to be beneath our attention—-not worth considering? 
e must remember that it is the money of the citizen we are 
talking of, contributed from the income of his capital or labor, 
and i to us to be used for his benefit, and not to be 
wasted. We shonld count every dollar, and turn it to the best 
account, 


ls twenty-one thousand dollars a ger so very small a sum? 
Iet us pause, and consider a Jitle. Small as it may appear, it 
ie tho interest, at 5 per cent. of a capital of four hundred thou- 
and dollars and upwards. How many days’ jabor would be re- 
qana i y it each year? At one dollar a day, andallowiug 
hundred working days in a year. it would take tho labor 
of one man for seventy years, or of seventy men for one year. 
How many barrels of flour would be required at the present 
prices, to pay it? Five thousand two hundred and fiity barrels, 
at feur dollars a barrel; eight hundred and forty bales of cotton, 
N six and a quarter cents a pound. Is this a sum not worth re- 
grding? Government must have made rapid strides in extra- 
' vagance (as it really has done) when such an argument can re- 
@iveany countenance. It is time there was a change. 

But every one knows the difference there is between the be- 
ginning and the end, in such matters, if indeed there be any end, 
as long as money can any how be raised. Expense begets ex- 
pease. It alwas increases—it does not diminish. This will be 
more fully exhibited presently. In the mean time, let me ask, 
does any one believe that this scheme is to be stationary? Will 
knot constantly grow in its claims upen the Treasury—more 
teceivers-general be wanted, more clerks, more officers‘of all 
descriptions, high and low, with ail the contingent allowances 
which figure so prominently in our accounts? Now, the whole 
of this expense is throw away, or worse—it is unnecessary, 
The public money can be kept without expense. It can be 
kept without expense, nearer to the people, andina manner 
more accomodating to them, as will be seen hereafter. It will 
befurther from the Executive, and less under his control, which 
he may think an objection, but to every right thinking Repuhii- 

} Canmustbe ahigh recommendation. Let ue not, then, despise 
| the twenty-one thousand dollars a year. It is quite too much to 
n away. 

The next thing to be considered is the cost of the gold and sil- 
ver to be supplied for this use, that is to say, for the exclusive 
We ofthe Government. According to the bill, it is to be sup- 
plied, and for this use alone. As if it might be debased or con- 
taminated by mixing with the money of the people. it is to be 
kept “without joaning or usizg.’”? No part of it will enter into, 
or support, ornourish the business of the country. It is to be 

j kept apart for the higher uses of Government aione, to circulate 
only within that elevated sphere. The appropriation of it is the 
same as if it were in furniture, or in fabrics of gold and silver. 
Whe isto supply it? The people. How are they to obtain it? 
mast buy it with their labor or their produce. What will 

k cost them? I putithere, under this head, because it is com- 
‘ prtable, or nearly so. Noone is weak enough to suppose that 
| is to be had for nothing, What, then, I repeat, will it cost? 
The costof this gold and silver will consist of two parts: First, 
the rate of profitin the country upon the sum so to be 
employed, Second, the wear and icar and loss of the meta's in 
ther use. The ordinary rawe of profit upon capital, as indicated 
by the rate of interest, differs in different parts of the Union. In 


So 
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Pennsylvania it is six percent. In New York it is seven per 
cent. In Louisiana the legal interest is six per cen’, the con- 
ventional interest whatever the parties may agree upon, not 
exceeding ten percent. What it is in Alabama and Mississippi 
I do not know, but I presume that in both the actual interest of 
money is, at the present time, higher than that fixed by law. It 
would be a fair average to call it seven per cent. per annum 
throughout the country. The second item of cost, that is, the 
wear and tear and loss or destruction of the metals, is estimated 
in the supplement to the Encyclopedia Britannica, article Mo- 
hey, at one-fiftieth, or two per cent. Iam aware that, in an 
essay published some years ago, and ascribed to Mr. Gallatin, 
he expresses an Opinion that this is too much. Between these 
conflicting views, I do not undertake to decide. We must then 
see what is the amount upon which these charges are to be esti- 
mated. The President, in his message to Congress at the open- 
ing of the present session, says, that subsequent investigation 
has shown him that it will not be more than from four to five 
millions of doilars—say five millions of dollars. The cost, then, 
at seven per cent. would be $350,000 a year. If two per cent. 
be added for wear and tear and loss, it will make a further sum 
of $100,000 a year—giving a total of $459,000 a year. Addto 
this the above $25,000, it makes the total cost $471,000 a year. 
But what assurance have we that the amoum will be limited ta 
$5,000,000? We have seen the surplus in the Treasury amount 
up to $40,000, besides what was outstanding in the hands of re- 
ceivers and disbursing officers. In my opinion, we cannot 
safely assume less than double the amount stated by the Presi- 
dent as the requirement of this service. That would be $10,- 
000,000 ; the cost of which would be $921,000 a year—almost a 
million of dollars. ` Under this head, not including extras or 
contingencies, nor the certain growth and increase of this branch 
of expenditure, every one will agree that thisis far too much 
to be thrown away. No ene will doubt that, asa beginning, it 
is extremely dangerous. The maximum isnot attained at once. 
The expenditure goes on continually increasing. But, apply 
this amount, small as it is in comparison with what it will be 
hereafter, to labor and produce, what will it require to pay it 
every year? The labor of one man for three hundred and thirty- 
three years, or 333 men fur one year—forty thousand bales of 
cottea!—250,000 barrels of flour ! 

But we have nut done with the expenses. The offices and 
officers, as already stated, will be continually increased. Look 
at the other branchesof your Government, and see if this has 
not been invariably the case. What guarantee have you that 
it willnot beso here? J will have occasion presently to exhibit 
aspecimen of what has happened in one of the Departments of 
the Government, which ought to inspire caution and distrust in 
any assurances to that effect. 

Again: Buildings are to be erected and altered; vaults and 
safes are to be provided; and various other things which will be 
found in this bill. Further buildings will, no doubt, be re- 
quired; further alterations and provisions. What will they 
cost? Noone has pretended to offer us an estimate; and, if it 
were offered, we could not rely upon it. Look at ‘our recent 
experience here, in Washington, under the immediate eye of 
the Government, and under our own inapection. The first ap- 
propriation for the Treasury buildings, in 1836, was $100,000. 
The estimated cost was understood to be $450,000, afterwards 
enlarged to $500,000. In the year 1837, $257,000 more were ap- 
propriated; in t839. $100,000; in 1840, $105,000. These sums 
make a total of $562,000, exceeding the enlarged estimate. Yet 
the expenditures have not stopped here; nor have we yet done 
with them. $34,000 were taken for this use from the appropri- 
ations for light-houses. With these and other sums, there have 
been now expended $696,000; and the building is not yet çom- 

leted. The architect has applied to the Committee on the 
Public Buildings for an additional appropriation of 8100,000 for 
the south wing. Ifa like sum should be required for the north 
wing, of $100,000, we should then have a total of $896,000. 
Anda gentleman who is well acquainted with the present con- 
dition ef the work, and its probable future demands, has in- 
formed me that this work, originally estimated at $450,000, will 
cost more than one million of dollars.. The first appropriation 
for the Patent office, in 1836, was $108,000; there have been a 
propriated for it altogether $408,000. How much more it will 
cost, I cannot pretend to say; but I am assured that the Treasu- 
1y building and the Patent office together will not cost less than 
one million five hundred thonsand dollars. Such is the pro- 
gress of expenditure, compared with the appropriation and 
estimate for buildings. Of the buildings, and alterations and 
repairs, required for this Independent Treasury, we have no 
estimate atall. In the 26th section, there is an appropriation of 
$10,000; but we have just seen that an appropriation is no evi- 
dence of what is to be the cost or expenditure. It is but the be- 

inning of the expenditure, to be carried on, and expended in- 
Aefinitely. Applyingto this appropriation, however, the mea- 
sure, if so it can be called, afforded by the Treasury building 
andthe Patent office, we cannot see in this appropriation of 
$10,000, a less expenditure than almost ten times the amount. 
So much for the buildings and alterations proposed to be made. 

Then, again: We are no lomger to have transfers, but trans. 
portation; the carrying of the public treasure from place to 
place at the publicexpense. Iam not speaking now of thein- 
convenience of this method of proceeding, nor of the unreason- 
ableness of the Treasury in refusing to avail i selfof the means 
afforded by the business and circulation of the country, and 
withholding the aid and support it could give tothem; this be- 
longs to another head to be treated hereafter; I am speaking 
now only ofthe expense; no man can pretend to say what it 
will be, but we have conclusive evidence that it wi'l far outgo 
all just calculation and ailowance. I referto a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the 24th of February last, on the 
expenses of the Government of Wiskonsin. Among the extra- 
ordinary items in that paper, there are some which contain an 
instructive admonition upon the question we are now consider- 
ing. Among them J find the following: 


“J, De Relhorst, for transporting specie . + $368 55 

Do * do P do” p , - . 1580 

Do do do -a - 227 50 

Do do do . * 11400 

Do do do . - 12500 

Do do do es 8 00 
William B. Slaughter. (the Secretary of the Territo- 

ry at a salary of $1000 per annum.) for his ser- ; 

Vices and expenses for transporting §7C00 in specie 200 00 

William B. Siaughter, expenses in going to St. Louls, 300 00 
© . - . . . . . 

William B. Slaughter, for interest on money loaned 55 00 

William B. Slaughter, for expense in transporting 510 00 


monsy from Milwaukie . . 7 
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William B. Slaughter, for procuring money on & pro- 


tested draft « - IKO 
William B. Slaughter, for going to St. Louis, negotiate 

ing, receiving, and ranapordug. $20,000, and dis- 

bursing the same, (paying the Legislature,) - 80000 
Wiliam B. Staughter, expense in collecting a Go- 

vernmentdraft on land office . - - 100 00” 


Some of these, it must be admitted, have been suspended by 
the accounting officers, on what ground it does not appear, but 
they are all charges. 

_ The charges for De Selhorst, to the amount of $1,209 75, be. 
ing entirely for the transportation, appear to have been allowed. 
What proportion they bore tu the sum transported, appears only 
in a single instance, where $200 were allowed for the transper- 
tation of $7000, almost 3 per cent. on the amount; equal te six 
i Tn the absence of any better ground, every 
judge from this what ia tobe the cost of the manage- 
the whole public revenue under the same system of 
transportation, and what are to be the pickings of the officers 
outofit, They need only further consider that this is the mo- 


one ye | 


. ney of the people, which is to be thus sacrificed, extracted from 
: them by taxation, and that it is wholly unnecessary and use- 


less, and they will then see a small portion of the enormity pro- 
posed by this bill. It is absolute waste, without any benefit 
whatever to the country, to incur the expense of transportation, 
and the loss that must arise from selling drafts, where drafts are 
used, for the Government well knows that its transfers can be 


; made, and have been made, without one dollar’s expense. 


In estimating the expenses of the bill, we must not, as a part 
of them, forget the injury that will be done to the circulation and 
business of the country, Whatever they amount to, is fairly 
to be considered as a part of the expense of this system. If it 
should interfere with and disturb, as it will do, the transactions 
of individuals; if it should harass and obstruct the circulation 
of the banks; if, by its operation, it shouid constantly menace 
them with demands for specie, against which they can make no 
provision, because they are uncertain intime and amount; if it 
snould thus interfere with their usefulness to the country, 
whatever losses arise from these or similar causes, are fairly to 
be considered as a part of the aggregate expense of this measure. 

Defaleations, too, are an additional and certain item of ex- 
pense; wherever money is entrusted, there ia opportunity af- 
forded for abusing the trust; and unhappily we are admonished 
by present and past experience that such opportunity is found 
to be atempiation too strong for human infirmity to resist. De- 
falcations are as regular as decay and death ina forest. The 
fairest character, as will be seen hereafter, is no adequate as- 
surance against them. But ofthishereafter. 

In considering this matter of expense, we must not overleok 
the ominous and alarming warning in the 27th section of this 


. bill: “That for the payment of the expenses authorized by this 


act, other thar those herein provided for, a sufficient sum of 
money may be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be 
paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro» 
priated.” Here is an unlimited and undefined authority given 


- to some persun—to whom, the biil does not say—to take out 


of the Treasury whatever sum of money he may deem to be 
sufficient, in addition to what was before specified in the act. 
This isa plain admission that the expenses to be incurred une 
der this act are not disclosed in the bill; that there are other 


i expenses which its framers are unable or unwilling to make 


! warranted by this section. 
' tutional. 
. careful that it shall not be 
: the immediate authority of the Li ight of the people by 


known; which they are unable or unwilling to define or to limi 
and for which they lay open the whole Treasury of the Uni 
States to the discretion of the Executive. 3 

There ia no conceivable amount of expenditure which is not 
To my mind it is p!ainly unconsti- 
The Constitution, jealous of the public treasure, and 

drawn from the Treasury but under 
whom it is contributed, declares that no money shall be drawn 
from the Treasury but in consequence of appropriations made 
by law. Can it be consistent with this provision, with its 
terms, and still more with its spirit and trne object, that the 
Treasury shall be laid open to any one to take from it whatever 
he may think fit? What is this but to delegate to Aim the very 
power, in all its plenitude, which was intended to be exercised 
only by Congrees? How can it, with any propriety, be termed 
an appropriation by law to draw money out of the Treasury, 
when the law neither specifies nor defines the purposes to 
which itis to beapplied, nor in any manner restricts the amount 
to be taken out? It is a palpable contradiction; or, which is 
worse, a manifest evasion of the Constitution. Itis a precedent 
of the most dangerous character. It could never be allowed, if 
it could be allowed at all, but under circumstances of such ur- 
gent and instant danger as left not a moment for deliberation. 
No such thing exists here. There is no urgency in the case, 
Three years have been employed tn maturing this project. 
Session after session it has been urged upon Congress, and it 
has claimed to be ready for their adoption trom the time of their 
extra meeting in 1837. Hitherto it has been rejected. Bat 
every rejection has been a pause for further deliberation and 
for fuller preparation, if necessary, by those who have origi- 
ginated and espoused this bill. Every provision, and every 
word in it, has, of course, been duly weighed, and it comes to 
us, at last, with a determination that not a leter shall be al- 
tered. We must take the bill exactly as it is. No amendment 
in it will be permitted, Itis of evil augury that among the 
results of all this premeditation we should find one which dis- 
regards or evades one of the most important provisions in tha 
fundamental law of our Government. And this, too, without 
any thing in the shape of information—any thing pretending to 
be an estimate—any thing to disclose the intentions of those who 
are to execute the law, as to the extent to which they mean to 
carry this delegated power over the whole Treasury of the 
United States, There is a kindred provision equally extraor- 
dinary, and to my mind highly objectionable, in the 14th sec- 
tion of the bill, displaying an equal disregard of the true prin- 
ciples upon which the Government under our Constitution 
ought to be administered. The Secretary and his subordinate 
officers are invesed with full power to decide what ‘necessary 
additional expenses for cleiks, fire-proof chests, or vaults, or 
other necessary expenses of swfe-keeping and disbursing said 
moneys,” shall be allowed. . 

This power, like the former, seems studiously to exclude the 
knowledge and the interference of Congress. In both, we dis- 
cern the same disposition which characterizes the whole of this 
measure, of transferring all the power of the Government into 
the hands of the President and the officers of hie appointment. 

No member of either House can inform himself, nor can he 
inform his constituents, how much money isto be expended, nor 
at what point the expenditure is to cenze. Neither iz there any 
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accountability, the whole being left to the discretion of the Bx. 
ecutive and his subordinates—that discretion is the sole mea- 
sure. Whether they expend one thousand dollars, or one hun- 
dred thousand dollars, or one million of dollars, or ten millions 
of dollars, there is nothing in this act which does not leave it to 
their discretion. If there were no constitutional objection, sull 
euch confiding and incautious legis'ation cat not be too much 
deplored as a departure from first principles, and an alarming 
Rep cowards aggrandizing the Executive at the expense of the 
power of the people by their representatives. 

But to return to the question of expense. I have said that, 
in my judgment, this scheme wili not cost the country legs than 
a miilion of dollars a year at first. Wo must bear in mind, too, 
that expense is productive of expense. If you establish a new 
branch of expense, you know that it will go on increasing and 
enlarging, so that the product will far outstrip the parent stock 
in size. There iano calculating the growth of an iil-judged ex- 
penditure, nor what it will finally come to, however humbie 
and diminutive it may appear inthe beginning. Two questions 
then arise. Is the country in a condition to bear a new imposi- 
tion? Does our experience encourage us to impose a new bur- 
den by any confidence that we can keep it within bounds? 

As to the first of these questions, u is not my intention to say 
much just now. [ct is quite unnecessary. very one knows 
that the country is in disiress—deep distress—ielt more severely 
in sume parta than in others, but pervading all. Whatever it 
may be owing to, industry is crushed, produce sunk in value, 
labor without employment, and of course without reward, cir- 
culation at a tand, and every interest suffering. If there be any 
part which suffera more than the reat, it isthe portion where the 
great staple of our exporte is produced. Your revenue isin the 
same condition, and still failing off. For the payment of your 
current expenees, you have been obliged to contract a debt, b 
the issue of Treasury notes, which must probably be increased. 
Is thie a time to impose additional burdens, to create new ex- 
penses, to make new charges upon your revenue, already charg- 
ed with more than it can bear? The very reverse of all this 
would seem to be the obvious dictate of wisdom and patriotiam. 
Forbear to increase the public trouble by new experimenta, and 
new expenses, and new burdens. If you will do nothing to aid 


the country in its struggles ior relief, at least be cautious how ; 


you aggravate its misery. 

Bat what I have chietly in view is the second of these inqui. 
ries. Do you find encouragement to open a new source of ex- 
pense from any recent experience that you can keep it within 
reasonable limita? I will appeal onty to facts, epecific facts, put 
in such quantity only as to be easily intelligible, and taken from 
documents which cannot be denied or disputed. Let me then 
call your atiention ta a single branch of revenue only—the cus- 
tome. It is amazing and itis frightful to see with what rapidity 
the expenses have increased within a few years past. 


to two Treasury documents, one of the 7th July, 1833, No. 504, 


the other of the Ith February, 1839, No. 212. Though bearing 


different datea, they must be laid side by side, the one being the 
complement of the other, and both necessary in order to get at 
the truth. The one gives only the expenditure, the other the 
amount collected. 


Here ie an abstract of receipts and expenditures taken from l 


those two documenta: 

Receipts. Expenditures. 
183 $23,206,523 24 $359,527 45 
1829 $42,681,965 91 9444-9 18 
1830 21,922,391 39 1,006,059 
181 24,224,441 79 1,115.97) 77 
1882 28,165,237 24 1,287,553 09 
1833 20,032,508 91 1,341,011 72 
Jee 16,214,957 15 1,266,480 16 
1835 19,391,310 59 1.266,197 70 
1836 23,409,910 53 1,868 401 67 
1837 11,169,290 39 1,459,501 45 
1838 9, 770 56 


From this abstract it appearathat the expenses of collecting 


the revenue from custome have gone on, continually and rapid- |: 
ly increasing, trom 1823, until, from being ia the year 1828 |; 


$899,527 45, they had risen in 1837, (the last year of which we 
have any account,) to $1,459,501 45. Nor is thie «jl, From 
the same documenis it will beseen that an additional allowance 
was made by law for this branch of the pu lic service for each 
of the years 1833, 1834, 1535, 1836, 1837, increasing the expendi- 
ture beyond that which appears inthe above abstract. The 
gmount 20 appropriated and expended in the year 1-37 was 
937,773 69, which, being added to the above sum of $1.459,501 


45, makes the tota! expenditure for that year in collecting the | 


revenue from customs, $1,497,275 04. 


If from thia you deduct the expenditure of 1878, of $889,527 45, 


you find the increase to be no less than $607,/47 59. Perhaps 
some one May suggest that there was an increased r:: venue col- 


lected in 1837; butsuc' is no: the fact, i. wasa far less amount | 


of revenue. In Iš 
shown, of $869,527 45. The revenne fr:m custome collected 
in 1837 waa not the halfoi this. It was but $11,169,290 39, and 
the cost of collecting it was $1,497,275 04 cents. For ihis ex- 


traordinary increase of expenditure in thie branch of the public |: ox 
: derita provisions can for a moment doubt that it will be wasteful 
< an} demorajizing—wastefull, because it will lead to great losses 


service, during the period of nine years, almost doubling it, no 
foot reason has been assigned, nor is it belived can be assigned. 


f the expenditures in that branch of the revenue go on increas: | 


ing at the same rate, in a few years there will be nothing to re- 
ceive. 


ing Swartwout's defaication of a million anda quarter, and how 


much will be left? Pursuing the same course, we should ina | 


few years be abla to return a lesson to Turkey for that she has 
given to us, and teach the Grand Sultan how to make his reve- 
nuc oppressive to his people and unproductive to hia treasury. 
Bat let us make a comparison of averages, and see how the 
matter will starid: 

Allow me to remark, however, that avcerding to Dr. Sey- 


expenses of collecting the revenue from customs, from 1791 to 


1810, were at the rate of 4.04 per cent. on the amount collected 
During the four yearsof Mr. Adams’s || 
administration, the total amount enllected was 986.357.882 I5— | 


—eay four per cent, 


theaverage foreach year was $21.589 43 03 cents. The total 
expenditure for the coilection fur four years was $3,460,296 64. 
The average expenditure for each year, therefore, was 
$365,076 71. Tha total collection for the following nine years 


under his succeseors was $196.512043 83. Tne average for | 


each year, therefore, was, 921.634 660 43, nearly the same as 
before. The total cost of collection for these nine years was 
@11,096,066 69, giving an average for sash year of $1,231,740 66, 


I refer =| 


828, the revenue from customs was |; 


Add to it the enormous defaications from delinquent ; 
officers, which have occurred to it in that Department, inciud- | 


But this is not all. There wasan extra appropriation for five 
years, as has been seen, of $311,854 88. The average for each 
of the five years is $62,376 97;‘add, then, to the above average 
of $1.231.740 66, the average for each of the five years, 
$62,376 97 conta and it makes the average cost of those years 
$1,291,117 73. Deduct from this the average in the time of Mr. 
Adama’s administration, $86,076 71, and it shows an average 
increase in the coat of coilec:ing the revenue by customs of 
$429,041 02, or nearly fifty per cert. advance; this is an enor: 
mous advance. Insteal of seeking for new sources of expen- 
diture, we oughtto apply ourselves diligently to viscover what 
this increase has been owing to, and if possible to apply a cor- 
rective; for,as has been already remarked, the increase has 
been constantly advancing, and this tact iseven more alarming 


, than the increased average, great as it is. 


In the time of Mr. Adams, the average rate of the costaf col- 
lection, it will be seen, was about four per cent.—hbeing the 
same rate as from the year 1791 to 1810. He hal followed in 
the footsteps of his truly illustrious predecessors—those who had 
administered the Government in its best days. He adhered to 
their maxims, and conducted the administration with true wis- 
dom and economy. Ia the nine years immediately following, 
the average ra'e of collectionis nearly six per cent.—making a 


‘ difference in those nine years of nearly four millions of dollars | 


wasted and lost by expenditure ie one branch of the service. 
In the year 1837, the last of which we have an account, the rate 
is hetween thirteen and fourteen per cent. on the amount col- 
lected; that ts, 81,497,275 for collecting $11,169,290 33. If, as 
has been before remark d, to this increased expense of collec- 
tion you add the enormous defalcations which have been suf- 
fered, you will have a deplorable account of the revenue col- 
lected into the Treasury compared with the product of any for- 
mer period. What has become of the enormous amount ex- 
penei Where hasit gone? Hasit beena part of the spoils? 
s there encouragement in this for adding new expenses? I 
have not looked inte the expenses of other branches of the reve- 
nue, but the glimpses we have had of them lead to the painful 
conclusion that there has been equal extravagance and waste in 
the rest. At the rate we are going on, we shall soon have no- 


thinz butexpenses. I repeat it, then, is there encouragement in j 


this for opening new sources of expense? Are we not admo» 
nished to the contrary? But Iask further—again, I ask— 
Is there such prosperity among the interests of the country as 
toallow it} What intereatia not crushed? Commerce, manu- 
factures, planting, farming, the,laborer, are all in distress. And 
the banks, the people’s own institutions, established by them- 
selves, for their awn accommodation, and adapted to their use, 
are they not suffering with the people, partaking of their ca- 
lamity, and in distress, because the people are distressed? 
Much ag we revile and abuse them here, they sympathize with 
the people. The Government alone has stood aloof, more 
than secure,a gainer even by the common disaster. The ex 
panses have not been diminished, and the officers have had 
their salaries enhanced, by having them paid in the best cur- 
rency; at the same time that, by the fall of all other things, 
their income has almost doubled their value. 


In 1837, at the called session, when there wae anguish through- 
out the land, the President folded his robe about him, not like 
Cesar, to fali gracefully himself, but to look with graceful com- 
posure on the downfall of allabouthim. Recurring to that pe- 


‘i riod, it seemsto meas if some one had looked down from a 
! secure eminence upon the lamentable destruction recently 


made by the tornado in Natchez; enjoyisg his own security, 


! and desirous not to be troubled with the afflictions of the suffer- 
! ers. Hisadvice, more philosophical than humane, would be, 


“help yourselves, do not trouble me.” Ihave now done, for 
the present, with the question of expense. I trust enough has 


| been shown to satisfy the House that the objections on this 


head are of themselves sufficient to condemn the measure; that, 
upon this ground, if there were no other, it ought to be rejected. 
I proceed to the next consideration—of no less importance., 

2. SAFETY. 

In the organization of a Treasury Department, safety is, in- 
deed, the very first consideration. Accordingly, it was to the 
security of the public treasure that General Hamilton applied 
his earnest attention. There is a great disposition, at times, to 
speak ill of thiseminent statesman. Yet noone can deny him 
the praise of having so organ zed the Department, as thoroughly 
to accomplish i:szreatend. Such was his comprehensive sa- 
gacity, such his far-reaching foresight, that, from the beginning 
to the present day, not a defect has been discovered, not an al- 
teration has been made, though, in the revolution of parties, 
there has been sufficient inclination, and sufficient ability, too, 
to have made changes,if they had been at all admissible. But 


; as often as his plan has been examined, his provident wisdom 


has been so convincingly manifested, even to his most deter- 
mined opponents, that they have been obliged to confess that no 


‘| change could be made waca would nor: bo or the Morao. That 
823.205,53 64, whic a3 S i i; plan, as his genius conceived aud establishe:] it at the first, con 
205, ch was collected at an expense, as already ii tinues, to the present day, a lastin 3 


| and his patriotism. 


i monument of his powers 
What itis we shall presently see. 


To the present bill, upon the ground of safety, there is deep, 
irremoveable, decisive objection. Noone who will fairly consi 


at the public money; demoralizing, because it will create temp- 
tations to embezzlement and breach of trust too strong for the 
infirmity of our nature to resist. Jn both respee:s, is contra- 
dicts the lessons of common senseand expetiesce. I donot cha- 
racterize it too strongly in saying that, upon its face, it isab- 
surdly insufficient. except for increasing defalcation and em- 
berzlement. If there be any who think the crop we have had 
of these too small, or the promise of future harvests of them in- 


i adequate; who desire to encourage the growth of official de- 


linquency and tke purloining or wasie of the public t easure, in 
my judgment, they will find a powe:ful coadjutor in this bill. 


r f For ihase who would, like Hamiiton, desire to guard the publie 
berv’setatement, in pages 202,293, of his statistical work, the | 


money from plunder and waste, and apply it faithfully to the 
serviceof the people frum whom itis raised, this bill has pota 
single recommendation. Let us see. 

he buiklings, eafes, and vaults being finished, at a grent ex- 
pense, and the public money depo-ited, the key is to bs delivered 
to an individual. The funts are fourthwich to be placed in his 
custody. (§ 15) The public treasure is guarded only by a 
key, and that key in the handsof a single individual. He may 
have access tu it whenever he pleases, without control, and 
without the knowledge of any one but himself. There is no 
check upon him of any kind whatever. Now, I invite every man 
te reflect upon this, to ponder it, to realize ashe ought todo 
that this is te main feature, nay, that it is the whole plan, to 


place the money of the country in the hands of individuals, 
without checkor control. Can he give it his approbation? `. 

The supposed checks (checks they are not, ia any pro 
sense of the word) are alleged to be provided in certain legis. 
lative regulations and occasional examination. Of the former 
kind are, section 6, which simply points out the duty; section 8, 
requiring bonds to be given with aureties; section 17, which 
makes embezzlement a felony, punishable with fine and im. 
prisonment; section 21, which prohibits exchange of funda, ex. 
cept for goid and silver; and eection 22, which is a prohibition 
of future specie circulars, and a plain censure of that which 
was issued by the laie President in 1836. Sections 12 and 13 
provide, very inadequately, for occasiona! examinations, These 
provisions discover a misgiving, a want of confidence in the 
plan, a sense of the necessity of some colorable-recurity which, 
though notin substance worth astraw, may have the appear. 
ance of asafeguard. But, neither individually nor collectively, 
do they conatitute acheck. By a check, we mean a power to 
reatrain or hinder a man from doing wrong at the moment when 
he is tempted or inclined to doso. Such are the checks in the 
Treasury of the United States. No man can take money out 
of it. The concurrence of several is required; and these are 
checksupon one another. So effectual have they proved that 
not a dollar has ever been lost. - But here, by this bill. the key 
is in the hands of one man; his single will can decide when the 
vault shall be opened; his single act can open it without the 
concurrence and without even the knowledge of any other. He 
goes alone, unseen, without restraint, Where is the check? Jn 
telling him beforehand that he ought not to do so; that it ig 
criminal; that he may be found out; and, if he should be, that 
he will be punished? He knows all this, It is the moral law; 
it isthe law of the land; it is the oath of office, with its solemn 
sanction; it is the plain duty of his office. Every defaulter haa 
known all this; and has known that, if detected, he would be 

unished.. Do you increase the security by a more formal 

eclaration? Is itacheck? We shall see presently, from irre- 
sistible avidence, that it ie a mere pretence; for any practical 
purpose, not worth a straw. $ $ 

Is the plan, then, safe and sufficient? Before proceeding to 
consider this question, however, I would ask the attention of the 
comniittee to an extraordinary and unaccountable novelty in 
the first and eleventh sections of this bill. The firm section, 
after enacting that rooms, fire-proof vaults, and safes, shall be 
prepared in the new Treasury buildings in Washington, goes 
on to say, “which said rooms, vaults, and safes are hereby con. 
stituted and declared to be the Treasury of the United States.” 
The eleventh section enacts that, under certain circumstances, 
the moneys in the hands of the depositaries shall be considered 
and dealt with “as though the said moneys were actually in the 
Treasury of the United States? Whatis the meaning of thia} 
What is its legal effect? Has it been fully considered? Does 
it mean that heretofore there has been no Treasury of the 
United States, and henceforth there isto be one; or does it mean 
thatthe nature and character of the Treasury are to be changed? 
Upon these points no explanation has been given, no reason as- 
signed. A Treasury has always existed—established by tie 
Constitution, recognised by our lawa, understood in practice 
incorporated into our business, and well understood, Jt was not 
a thingof brick and mortar, of rooms, vaults, and safes, having 
a locality, and restrained within the narrow limits of the few de» 
signated rooms of the Treasury buildings, -l 

The Treasury, under the Constitution and laws, is a legal be. 
ing, and its legal definition is, that wherever in the United States 
is the treasure of the United States there is the Treasury, with 
all its constitutional rights, and guards, and immunities., . When . 
money is in a bank to the credit of the Treasurer, wherever tho 
bank may be, that money. is in the-'Freastry. When money is 

aid tothe cashier appointed in the custom-house at New York, 
it isin the Treasury. The grasp of the Treasury thas reaches, 
secures, and guards all the money of the United err 
wherever it may be within the United States, 
places it within the protection of the Constitution and laws. 
Once in the Treasury, it cannot be drawn out but in conse 
quence ofan appropriation by law. This provision applies w 
the Treasury, as understood by the Constitution. No difficult: 
has ever been found inits application. The guard is extended, 
as it shouldbe, to all the treasure of the United States. To 
change the character of the Treasury from a comprehensive, 
well defined, legal being, to a thing of brick and mortar—to nar- 
row it down toa locality, instead of letting it, as heretofore, em- 
brace the treasure, wherever it may be, isinconsistent with the 
Conetitution. — , : 

Why make this extraordinary change? Is it meant thatthe 
moneys of the United States not within the Treasury building 
may be drawn out without an appropriation bylaw? Are they 
to be exempted from the control of Congress, and placed at the 
disposition entirely ofthe Executive officers? Is it intended to 
impair. if not to break down, this great safeguard of the Constitu- 
tlon—this cherished security for the rights of the people? Such 
a design is grossly unconstitutional; and, whether that be the 
design or not, the operation is itaelf a violation of the Constitu- 
tion. 

Without further dwelling on this objection, I proceed to. the 
inquiry already stated—is this plan safe and sufficient? This 
is a great m ral as well as financial question. We 
are bound to take care of thesecurity of the public treasure. 
Weare boundalso to take care of the great interests of morality, 
so essential to our happiness and welfare. We ought, there- 
fore, with the utmost scrupulousness, to abs'ain as far as possi- 
b'e from creating temptations which are known lo be dangerous, 
As to this plan of entrusting money to individuals for keeping, 
without check or control, reason and experience concur to re 


probate it. The united voice of mankind condemnsit. For the 


preeent. however, I appeal only to your own experience, willing 
to abide by its decision, The question a pricré is no longer 
open Briefasour history is, our own experience is unhappily 
sufficient. Theevidenceis uniform and concurrent. Observe 
ite weight—its conclusive weight—and say if it can be reasone 
ably cre nacientiousty disregarded. Revolving in my mind the 
true definition of embezzlement, an? how it stands distinguish- 
ed from defe’cation, [happened to turn to the dictionary, and 
there I found it stated thus: embezzlement “differs from stealing 
and robbing in this: that the latter implies a wrongful taking of 
another’s goods, hut embezzlement denotes the wrongful ap: 
propriation and use of what came into possession by right. It ta 
not uncammon for men entrusted with public money to ein 
beazle it? Here you see experience has established a eony 
mon trutheo clearly as to finda place in a dictionary of out 
language; that truth je, that as surely as men are entrusted with 

uhlie mo ey, public moy, will bs mora or jess embezzled, 
The child that la sent to'a dictionary for Instraciion finds the 
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truth there; advancing tn life, his own experience teaches him 
that ft is the truth, and it becomes at last incorporated with our 
thoughts as a settled maxim. 

Every defaication, however, it is proper to remark, is not 
an embezzlement ; in the latter there is a felonious in- 
tent, it is stealing, except that there is not a compli- 
ance. with the technical requisite of taking. T will not 
attempt to graduate tho criminality ef these offences; but 
in cases of defalcation, it often happens, perheps most fre- 
wently, that there is no felonious intention, that ia, no inten- 
uon finally to deprive the owner of his property. The delin- 


` quent, under the influence of strong temptation—his own ne- 


cassities—a prospect of advantage—the solicitation of friends— 
is induced to violate his trast; he persuades himself that he is 
doing no wrong, for he is convinced that he will be able to re- 
turn the deposite in dus time. If at such a moment he could 
be made to feel that he will never be able to restore what he 
takes, he would probably abstain from taking it. But with no 
human eye to eee him, assured of secrecy, and deluded into 
the belief that no harm will be done, hs yields to a temptation 
whove criminality he does not sufficiently perceive. There is 
oa this account the greater snare, and the greater danger. Good 
men are betrayed by itto their ruin; eharacter is no adequate 
pecurily. 

Now let us examine the evidence—we begin with that fur- 
nished by our own statements; first let us turn to document 
No. 10,furni-hed to us at the present session by the Secretary 
of the uty. The tables in that document only come down 
tothe year 1836, inclusive; the total number of defaulters in 

81s two thousand seven hundred and sixty, in that class. 
An immense number, it must be admitted, and an appalling 
watement for those who would confide the whole treasure of 
the United States to individual keeping. The total loss is 
$1,956,573 56, “loss per head” (for the Secretary puts it down 
as if he were numbering cattle) in the civil department $3,630; 
in the military and navai department $1,613; and this, after al- 
lowing a-deduction of 20 per cent. fer credits they might pro- 
vably show themselves to be entitled to. The table just re- 
ferredto is of disbursing officers; the next table, No. 2, is of 
collectors, a sort of sub-treasurers, confided in for keeping the 
blic moneys, as the sub-treasurers are to be under this act, 
The number of defaulters is 387; the total loss $2,033,549 81, not 
including, however, the defalcation of Swartwout, which isa 
million and a quarter more. “The loss per head” is $5,737. 
We nextcome to the accounts of postmasters, in page 15, who 
are algo a sort of sub-treasurers, and here we find a large list of 
defaulters; the total number is not less than 626; the total 
amount of default $377,493 56; and certainly we can derive no 
hope of improvement from our most recent experience; on the 
contrary, the last is the worst. Of the total amount of the de- 
fault of postmasters, $142,250 43, occurred in the four years, 
from 1633 to 1836, inclusive. The grand total, adding Mr. 
Rwartwout's default, is no less than $8,622,616! From another 
document it appears that the delinquent receivera from the 
sales of the public lands are 66, This table will be found in 
the report of a committee of this House at the session of 183 |, 
139, No 313, vo!. 2, page 143. Surely these things have not 
deen fully weighed, nor the admonition duly considered by those 
who would recommend the extension of individual confidence 
in the keeping of the public money. 

Yetthie is only a part of the evidence. I mean of the evi- 
dence we have before us, in our own proceedings, testified by 
our own document, and constantly in our sight. In the year 
1817 occurred the case of Theron Rudd, clerk of the district 
court of the district of New York, or of one of the distric’s in 
shat State. He was a Sub-Treasurer, for he had the custody of 
the treasure belonging to the suitors in that court, public and 
private. At thus time he had received into his hands, in the 
course of three or four years, a large sum of money, partly be- 
longing to the United Statea, and partly ta private suitors. It 
was not forthcoming. In the year 1518 a committee of this 
House made a report upon the subject, No. 138, 1st session 15th 
Congress. In that report the facta are fully stated. I will not 
take up the ume of the committee with reading it at length, but 
willonly bring to your view the concluding sentence: “By all 
which it doth appear to your committee that the funds of the 
court have not been faithfully applied, but that they have been 
most grossly and nefariously purloined.” The amount due to 
the United States of the money thus purloined, was $64,906 15; 
to private claimants $52,486, making. a total of $117,307 01. 
This, it will be borne in mind, was the case of a public officer, 
appointed under the authority of the United States. By and 
by 1 will show how the recurrence ofsuch purloising was pro- 
vided against. Then we had a defalcation by a clerk of this 
House. In both the instances thusstated, the Treasury of the 
United Statea was the sufferer. The accounts furnished to us 
do not show the extent of defalcation among depositaries of this 
description. They are, therefore, a very inadequate representa- 
tion, large as the sum is, of the total {oss sustained by the Trea- 
sury of the United States. Then it will be recollected we had a 
defatcation by the sergeant-at-arms of this House. Have these 
things been duly considered, in framing the present hill? They 
go tothe very neart ot it—they show it to be founded upon a 
false theory, contra licted by our own experience, as well as the 
experience of mankind. 

ut there is still much more evidence, far more than can be 


_ known to any indiv-dual, and far more than, if I knew it all, it 


. Money, to embezzle it.” 


wouid be possible to bring before you. “It is not uncommon,” 
asthe dictionary tells us, “for men entrusted with the public 
It is s0 common, as you have seen, 
that the hiswory is too long to be read, or to be listened to. Some 
of the evidense, however, I can vouch, and for the great remain- 
der, must refer to those who will task their recollection. Doubt- 


. lees there is no man present who has not known of instances. I 


can refer only to avery emall part. Ibegin with Pennsylvania. 
The most striking and instructive instance there happens, also, 
tabe one of great notoriety. Jt is the case of John Nicholson. 
Ta the year 1784, according to my recollection, Mr. Nicholson 
was acierk inone ofthe public offices in Pennsylvania. He re- 
commended himself to notice by his integrity, hisassiduity, and 
his capacity. About the period just mentioned, he framed a 


|. law for establishing the accounting department of the Common- 


wealth. which m t with the legisiative sanction, and he was 


_ Appointed by the Legislature to be Comptroller. He enjoyed 


e highest confidence, and fora longtime! really believe he 
deserved it. But, unfortunately for him, aad for the Common. 
-wealth toa, ton much was confided to him. He was entrusted 


` with the public money, and with public securities. In less than 


ten years he was found to be a defaulter to an amount exceed- 
ing ‘considerably one hu thousand dollars. Jadgments 
Were obtained against hi the State; and out of them have 
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arisen sul! continuing controversies, reaching great numbers of 

ersons, but known by hisname. The remainder ofhis history 
it isnot material to revert te Then, ata subsequent period, we 
had a delinquent treasurer; hisname I need not mention. The 
case will be found in some of the books of reports. 

We have had instances, too, not of so public a nature, but 
equally demonstrative of the insufficiency and che danger of in- 
dividual confidence. In the Northern Liberties Bank there was 
an individual employed only as a clerk or bookkeeper, but, 
from the excellence of his character and his uncommon qualifi- 
cations, almost entrus:ed with the entire management. For 
himself and for his friends, ir. violation of his trust, under the 
influence of temptation, he withdrew nearly half the capital of 
the bank. In thts state things were when the directors first dis- 
covered his delinquency. We had also a recent instance in the 
Schuylkill Bank. We had a cass of a railroad company, in 
which the President appropriated to his own use the means of 
the company to the amount, I think, of four hundred thousand 
dollars, ‘These are all instances in which confidence reposed 
in individuals was betrayed. They are instances, too, in which 
the individuals were deemed worthy of the confidence. I do 
not doubt that they were in the beginning. They were ruined 
by the confidence placed in them. =~ 

l now come to some very memorable and painful cases, 
which have occurred in the State of Virginia, and made a deep 
and permanent impression. Important as they are, still, if I 
thought there were wounds that would be opened by reviving 
the recollection of them, I would abstain from doing so; but Í 
am told that, after this length of time, there is no danger on this 
score. The first of these was the case of General Preston, a 
treasurer of Virginia. {wiil give the account of it from a paper 
which lies before me, furnisaed by a gentleman well acquainted 
with the whole matter. 

Genera! John Preston was first appointed Treasurer of Vir- 
ginia by the Executive, in the recess of the Legislature, in Oc- 
tober, 1308 He was reappointed by the Legislature to the of- 
fice in January, 1809; and thenceforth, successively every year 
till January, 1819, when Jerman Baker was appointed his suc- 
cessor. Of Gen. Preston’s malversation in office, no suspicion 
had arisen in any quarter till about Christmas, 1818. He had 
been, previously, always and universally esteemed a man of 
spotless integrity and honor. He was one of a numerous fami- 
ly of the most respectable people in Virginia; all of whem, 
with the exception of himself, are yet without a stain. He was 
aman in easy circumstances, of eimple and frugal habits, and 
apparently free from the dominion of any strong passion what- 
over, and trom every vice that could offend against good morals 
or good manners. He was, I should think. at the termination 
of his public service as treasurer, about 65 years of age. The 
detection of his d«falcation came upon the public like a clap of 
thunder ina cloudless day. 

The amount of the deficit in the Treasury, at the time he 
went out of office, was $132,588 of public money entrusted to 
his safekseping, as Treasurer of the Commonwealth; in addi- 
tion, there were entrusted to his own care $50,000 of money 
belonging to the literary fund, which had been put under the 
management of commissioners who had appointed him trea- 
surer of the fund; so that the whole amount of the defalcation 
was $132,538. Ot this sum, it appeared he had vested in real 
estate, or otherwise, about $90,000; what he did with the rest 
has never been explained, and isstilla mystery. His malver- 
gation commenced no doubt many years before the detection of 
it; but it was unimportant, in the suit against his sureties, 
which was brought by the Commonwealth, to ascertain when 
or how it commenced, or the history of its pregress; and, there- 
fore, I can give you no information as to this particular. A 
ju igment was recovered against his sureties, in his official bend, 
for the amount of the deficit iu the Treasury of the Common- 
wealth, exclusive of the amount of the deficit in the literary 
fund, (which, in fact, was not discovered till afterwards, ) and his 
own preperty was sold to make good the deficit; but the pro- 
ceeds of his own effects fell short of the amount, and a large 
balance was paid by his sureties. 

During the whole time of the continuance of Gen. Preston in 
office, the state of the treasury was every year examined by a 
committee of the Legislature, and reported to be in all respects 
fair and regular. The absence of all suspicion produced a 
want of care in making these yearly examinations, which ena- 
died the treasurer somehow or other to conceal his malver- 
gations. 

So much for tho case of General Preston. Hie successor, 
Jerman Balzer, was, at the time he was first appointed to the 
office, about forty-four years of age. He, too, like his prede. 
cexgor, was a man of the fairest character; but he was n:t, tike 
him, in easy circumstances; on thecontrary, he wae much em- 
barrassed by debt. He continued ın office till the 23th March, 
1828, when he died by his own hand, An examination of the 
state of the Treasury by a committee of the Executive council 
had been appointed to be made on the Ist April; he knew from 
a communication made to him by one of the committee that 
the examination must Jead toa detection of his embezzlement, 
and he anticipated the disgrace by suicide. The total amount 
of his embezzlement was little over $33.000. The exact man- 
ner in which he committed the embezzlements was distinctly 
ascertained, as well asthe mannerin which he had contrived 
to conceal them from the investigating committee of the Legis- 
lature and of the; Executive council; and thie appeared s9 sim- 
ple, so open to view, that it was wonderful how it could have 
failed to attract attention; but the same unbounded confi-!ence 
was repoved in him as in all his prede:essors; and no man ima- 
gining the Possibility of embezzlement, se no man took the least 
pains to detect one. i 

Now if our confi lence should be asked in the officers to be 
appointed under this act, on account of the high source from 
which they are to derive the appointment, I answer that it is rot 
higher than in the unfortunate cases last referred to. ‘Those 
officers wete appointed by the Legislature of Virginia; and 
I would say further, what no man can dispute, that the means 
of information possessed by that Tegislature were far better 
than the Executive of the United States can ever have. They 
probably knew the men, many of them personally, which can 
rarely happen to the Pres:dent. | Their selection shows that 
they were wel! qualified to make it, for they appointed men of 
the very first character in the State. It muet not be forgetten 
‘in addition to ail these considerations, that the President of the 
United States has not the whole Union to select from; he makes 
his appointments fiom his party. Neither are examinations to 
be relied upon; they were periodically made in Virginia by com- 
mittees appointed for the purpose, and were far more substan- 
tial in all respects than the colorable examinations directed by 
this bill. Yet they proved unavailing; and, still further, the 


character of any officer who may be appointed under this dill 
can never offer a higher pledge, or be a better security, than 
was afforded by General Preston or Mr. Baker. / 

These instances have made a deep and permanent impres- 
sion in Virginia; it is net to be wondered at that Virginia is 
opposed to the Sub-Treasury. I call upon the Representatives 
of that State to epeak her sentiments here. I am contending, 
not for triumph, but for truth, and will not believe it to be in 
vain. In that same State there is a stil] more recent case, oc» 
curring in one of her banks, and marked by the circumstance 
that the delinquent was a man of high character, and enjoying 
unbounded confidence. Yet he too proved himself unworthy 
of the great confidence reposed in him. And here 1 would re- 
mark that this question of personal confidence is precisely the 
same, whether it occurin banks or elsewhere. It is personal 
confidence that is to be reposed by this bill, of the same kind, 
exposed to the same temptations, and involving the same risks 
as the instaaces which have now been detailed. LTappeal, then, 
to every member of this committee, whether it is wise, or con- 
sistent with just morality, to create such temptations, and to ine 
cur such risks. I appeal especially, as I said before, to the 
members from Virginia, because they know full well the pain, 
and suffering, and loss of character inflicted by the delinquency 
of the individuals who have been named. 

The evidence does not step here; it goes much further, and 
to my mind is quite conclusive. When the security for per- 
sonal confidence has been betrayed or failed, and thus proved 


: insufficient, what has been at last resorted to; not in one State, 
i but universally? The very reverse of that which this bill pro- 
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poses. The use of individual depositaries, and the reliance 
upon personal confidence, have been abandoned, condemned as 
unfitto be trusted to; and the very opposite method employed. 

This bill, by a singular contradiction to the universal decision 
founded upon experience, goes back to that which, having been 
tried and found wanting, has been condemned and abandoned. 
What was done by Congress with regard to those sub-treasurere 
of courts, with whom the money of anitora has heen deposited, as 
in the instance of Theron Rudd,in New York? By an act of the 
3d of Marci, 1817, it was enacted and provided that they should 
no longer he trusted. When that subject was under discussion, 
I recollect that we, who are from Pennsylvania, were gratified 
to find that an adequate provision had early heen made in the 
courts of that district, affording perfect security, and furnishin, 
a model for the legislation of Congress. The learned judge o 
that court, the late Judge Peters, had been in the public civil ser- 
vice during the war of the Revolution, was the associate of the 
men who organized our Government under the Constitution, 
and was well acquainted, no doubt, with the arrangement of the 
Treasury. What did he do? By a rule of that court, no money 
was left in the hands of the clerk, (though a man as worthy of 
confidence as any mzn,) nor subject to his power. It was or- 
dered to be placed in bank, to the credit of the court, in the cause 
on account of which it was paid in, and could only be paid out 
upon the order of the court, certified by the clerk, under the 
court’ssea!. This wasa perfect check, and not a dollar was ever 
lost in that district. The same plan precisely is adopted in the 
act cf the 3d of March, 1817, as the Jaw of all our courts. Itis 
still the law; it has been found, as far as I know, to be effectual 
No less has since been sustained; but what is more material 
this law is a legislative declaration by Congress that persona’ 
responsibility is not to be relied on, as experience had shown. 
If it bettrue, as the existence of this act affirms, that the com- 
paratively small amounts lodged in the courts of the United 
States cannot be safely entrusted to individual depositaries, 
how is it possible that any man in his right mind can affirm 
that the whole treasure of the United States may be so en» 
trusted? 


What was done in Virginia? The case of Baker induced the 
Legislature to make a new organization of the Treasury De- 
partment, Before that time, the law required all public money 
to be paid directly to the Treasurer; and though he was required 
to deposite such portions of it as he should think not necessary 
to be kept in the Treasury office, in the two banks of Virginia 
ut Richmond, yet he deposited in the banks, and kept in the of- 
fice only euch portions of the public money as he deemed eon- 
venient, and payments to the public creditors were made Ly 
him, either out of the moneys kept in the Treasury office, or by 
checks on the banks, as he thought proper. The accounts kept 
by the banks were accounts between them and the Treasurer; 
they were accountable to him alone, and he alone accountable to 
the Commonwealth. All accountsof moneys due to or from the 
Commonwealth were settled in the Auditor’s office, and moneys 
were received into the Treasury, or paid out of it, upon War- 
rants of the Auditor, whose books were thus a check upon the 
accounts of the Treasurer, but not upon his dispositicn of the 
public money. $ 


The new organization made in coneequence of Baker’s case 
is such that. in truth, not ene dollar of public money is ever en- 
trusted to the safekeeping of the treasurer. That officer is a 
mere clerk to keep the cash accounts of the public treasury. 
The scheme is simply this: every collector of public money, 
every person indebted to the public on any account, presents 
his account to the First or the Second Auditor, according to the 
character of the fund to which the money belongs. The au- 
ditor, having ascertained the amountjustly due, gives an order 
on the treasurer to receive the money from the debtor; upon 
which the treasurer endorses an orver, that the debtor shall pay 
itinto one of the banks at Richmond. The debtor brings the 
treasurer a receipt for it from the bank; the treasurer then 
gives himareceipt forit, which he carries to the auditor, who, 
thereupon, gives him an acquittance; and when money is paid 
from the treasnry, the auditor settles the claim, and gives the 
public creditor an order on the treasurer for the amount due; 
upon which the treasurer endorses a check on one of the banks, 
and takes a receipt from the creditor for the amount. No 
money can be paid into the treasury, or cut of it, in any other 
way. 

These arrangements have proved efficient. Ical] again upon 
the members of this House, and especially upon the members 
from Virginia, to say why they will depart from it to return to 
a plan already tried until its utter failure was proved? Why 
will they not listen to the voice of the Congress of the United 
States deliberately addressed to them? Why will they not 
listen to the voice of Virginia, speaking to them so ernphati- 
callv? But, powerful as it is, we have not yet done with the 
evidence. What do we all do? What do individuala do for 
the safekeeping of their money? Jere and there one may be 
found who, perhaps, from some humor, (commonly deemed a 
very foolish one,) or sume weak fear, keeps his treasure in hia 
hones. The next thing you hear is of a robbery—perhape a 
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murder—and then we all exclaim, what a fool he was thus to . 


invite the robber to his dwelling ! 

What do associated bodies do, chartered or not chartered? 
Where do they place their money for safekeeping? What do 
poblic bodies do, towns, counties, States? They all resort to 

nks. What do we ourselves do? The moneys drawn for the 
uses of this House are placed in bank. If the United States 
adopt a different plan, they will atand alone; and they will 
mand upon a foundation which the concurrent voice and expe- 
rience of the whole United States have declared to be insecure 
and insufficient. This is a strange anomaly ina popular Go- 
vernment, a representative Government springing from the 
people, and one would suppose imbued with the principles, the 
opinions, and the usages of the people. But these, it seems, 
are all to be rejected, and the Government of the United States 
to be separated and distinguished in its very nature from the 
people, as if it were a monarchy or a despotism, and had an in- 

e lent character and existence of its own. 
wiil not take up the ume of the committee with insisting 
upon the risk of robbery from without, yet it is certainly wor- 
thy of some consideration. In former times, when the treasure 
of the Com:nonweailth of Pennsylvania was kept in the Trea- 
sury building in the city of Philadelphia, it is well known at- 
tempta were made to rob the house by night. A bank in the 
city of Philadelphia has twice been robbeil of large amounts 
once from without, and once without any signs of external 
force. A receiver of the moneys of the United States in the 
Wast was some years ago robbed of a large sum under circum- 
stances which attracteda great deal of attention. Whenever 
the same inducement is offered, as it will be by this bill, you 
may look for the same results; and no one can assure you that 
has may not look for pretended robberies, too, to cover real de- 
inquencies, But enough has been said to establish beyond 
contradiction that, in the essential point of safety, this plan is 
utterly deficient. P 

We have been called upon for our plan. Our offering or not 
offering a plan cannot make our objections either stronger or 
weaker. ur objection is, that this bill is essentially weak and 


stances of defalcation or embezzlement. When the treasure of 
the United States is deposited in State banka, or in any banks, 
these checks can be applied to it; it istherefore safe. The mo- 
ney is kept without charge, and therefore the keeping is econo- 
mical; but if the money be left in the hands of the individual, 
you Can neither place guards over it nor have it kept without 
paying tor it, 

In point of expense and safety, therefore, there is no manner 
of comparison between State banks and individual depositaries. 
The former are infinitely preferable. No man of commonsense 
oon prudence would hesitate between them in his own 

airg. 

Therisk from loss from the failure of banks employed as de- 
positaries, ia absolutely nothing. From the report of the Secre 
tary of the Treasury of the 12th of December, 1834, it appears 
that all the losses from this cause, from the establishment of the 
Government to the present day, are so small as not to be worth 
estimating or considering. That the whole loss (including that 
by bank paper) is not equal, as he saya, “tothe sums frequently 
lost by the failure of many single diebursing agents connected 
with different departments uf the Government, and under bond. 
they will not exceed what is due from two mercantile firms.’ 


-, This, it will be perceived, is a positive statement of a fact, which 


is, of course, to be taken to be true; and there is no doubt of its 
truth. There is no doubt either ofthe truth of the deduction 
which the Secretary of the Treasury makes from it. In the 


‘; same report there is a plain assertion of the infinite superiority 
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objectionable; but why should we offer a plan? We are buta | 


minority in this House, and in the other House, and the Execu- 
tive is against ve. With what hope of carrying it, could we 
propose any thing? I would readily state my own views, if there 
were time and occasion, although thera is no necessity for so 
doing. They would be very simple. TE wouldonly remind this 
House that what has been may be. If they wish to k:ow what 
plan is, in all respects, best adapted to the service of the coun- 
try, they have only to inquire what plan was in operation when 

condition of the country was most prosperous and happy. 
They will not find it to be the Sub-Treasury, either as it has ac- 
tually existed for three years past, or as it is proposed to be per- 
petuated by this bill. This hint is sufficient for the present pur- 


But why talk abouta plan? We have alread seen that, in the 
establishment of a Treasury, three points are to be regarded— 
“safety, economy, and public convenience.” For safety and 
economy in keeping, banks are amply sufficient—good State 
banks! Who doubts it? Their capital is amplo security for 
whatever may be deposited in them, and until that whole capi- 

. tal 19 exhuusted, the creditor can be in no danger. Money 
placed with them is protected by arrangements which they find 
necessary for their own security. Confidence, in some degree, 
Js necessary even in a bank, but in a well ordered bank the sys- 
tem of checks is-provided to make it as smali as possible. It 


is only where these Sar are neglected, and too much confi- ! 


dence reposed in individuals, that they suffer losses. But be 
this as it may, their loss is no loss to the depositor, or to the 
creditor. e bank ie bound to pay him. 

The security of the public treasure deposited in banks rests 
mainly on this, that ivenables you s0 to arrange your checks as 
that spoliation of the public funds cannot happen. 

Gen. Harrison saw this at once, with that intuitive and com- 
prehensive mge which so strikingly characterized him. 

anks were used from the rea lS When, some time ago, 
in another debate, the act of 1789 was quoted to show that coin 
mas erp ogil in the receipt and dishursement of the revenue, 
the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. ADAMS) pro- 
duced an early Treasury order, directing the collectors to re- 
ceive bank paper, or to convert their money into such paper, 
and not to remit coin. The same venerable gentleman accom- 
panied it with a remark—a perfectly just and obvious one—that 
to withdraw a given amount of coin from a place of trade was 
not merely to deprive them of so much money, but of all the 
credit it would nourish. This plan was known to Congress, 
and approved by Congress, at a very early period, not later than 

-the year 1794. In that year, Mr. Baldwin, member of Con- 
greas of Georgia, in this House, as chairman of a committee 
appointed for the purpose, made a report upon “the condition 
of the Treasury.” Any one desirous of becoming acquainted 
with all the details of the Treasury arrangements, which, let it 
be remarked, continued in full operation to this very day, with- 
out any change whatever, will find them in that report, printed 
in the American State Papere—title, Finance, vol. 1, p. Bi. 
The paragraph most material to the present inquiry is in page 
233, under the head of “second, as to keeping.” It is there 
stated, with obvious satisfaction, in the first place, that the public 
moneys are keptin the several banke; and, in the next place, 


that neither the Treasurer nor any other officer of the Govern- i 


ment ever has in his possession, custody, or control, any of the 
money or other things of value belonging to the United 
States; they are deposited in bank. To be sure, if any in- 
dividual could have drawn upon the bank, he would 
have had as much control, 
' over the money as if ithad been in his poesession; and, accord. 
ingly, it has happened that defalcations have occurred where 
such control was allowed to individuals. It is the same thing 
_ as giving them the custody of ths public money. But then the 
difference is this, and an important difference it is, that if the 
money is in the hands of an individual, you can establish ne 
check will prevent him for embezzling or usingit. If the 
money be in bank, you can easily establish checks which have 
never failed; such are the checks established in the organization 
of the Treasury Department by Alexander Hamilton, under 
which net a dollar has ever been embezzled or lost: such are 
the checks established by the act of 3d of March, 1817, which 
have proved efficacious; such are the checks established in the 
final arrangement of the Virginia Treasury, which have never 
failed; and such are the checks which every well con- 
stituted and well ordered moneyed institution in the United 
States establishes for itself, and finds to be effectual as long as 
ee maintained. It isonly where undue confidence inin- 
dividuals cagses these guards to be neglected, that we find in- 


and as dangerous control ; 


| words, “appearing on the books,” 


ofbanks over individual depositaries. Accordingly, upon that 
evidence, thus furnished by the Secretary, such has been the 
universal conclusion. Inthe Doc. No. 10, of the present session, 
there is a table contained, (No. 3,) which seems to present a dif- 
ferent view. Isay seems. It cannot be supposed that the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury meant flatly to contradict himselfaa 
to a plain matter of fabt. He had no other or better know- 
ledge in 1837 than he had in December, 1834. He does not 
Pretend to have had any thing before him which ought to 
change his statement. To suppose that under these circum- 
stances ho has flatly contradicted himself, would be to diacre- 
dit him altogether. He would not be entitled to be believed 
in either statement. The rule of law, and the rule of com- 
mon sense, is to endeavor to reconcile evidence, [rather than 
Produce a conflict in it, and especially whepvit is the evidence 
ef the same witness, who must o.herwise be made to contra- 
dict himself, and destrey his own character for veracity. If 
these two statements be different in point of fact, one of them 
must inevitably be untrue. But, upon examination, it will 
be found that they can be reconciled; penetrating beyond 
the surface of No. 3, which is certainly so contrived, whe- 
ther by design or accident itis not for me to say, as to seem 
to contradict the former one. The difference between these 
two statements is thie: the firet of them, that in Decemner, 
1834, asseris a fact; the latter presents an estimate. The esti- 
mate as no reference whatever to the fact, but is founded upon 
considerations entirely unconnected with it. Still it must be ad- 
mitted that these two statements have been made out—the very 
face of them shows it—with contradictory views. The firat was 
designed to maintain that the State banks are secure and safe-- 
the last is designed to disparage all banks. And this contradic- 
tion of purpose has Jed to the seeming contradiction between 
them, whether designed or not. 

But, with a little attention, we can reconcile the Secreta 
with himself; and in charity we must do so. In the table No. y 
there isa column with the heading, “Losses by deposite banks.” 
There is another column, headed “Losses on notes received.” 
In the first column, from 1789 to 1816, inclusive, the statement 
is, “None appearing on the books,” Why these qualify in 

tre introduced, it is difficult 
to say, unless it is meant tosuggest to the reader that there may 
be losses which do not appear, and thus to raise a doubt in his 
mind. The common rule is, “De non apparentibus, et non 
exisientibus, eadem est ratio’ —a maxim very familiar to the 
Secretary, and especially applicable here; because, if a Joss did 
exist, it must have appeared. Throughout the remaining pe- 
riod, under this same head, some losses are stated, but of so 
smal] an amount as not to impair the truth of what thé Secre- 
tary stated in December, 1834. So far, then, there is no contra- 
diction. In the second column, “Losses on notes received,” he 
has the following statement for the Tour years beginning in 1813, 
and ending in 1816, to wit: “Estimated in these four years by 
the Treasury Department at 85,500,000.” “Estimated by com- 
mittee of House of Representatives at $31,000,000 ” The grounds 
of this estimate, or the principles on which it is made, are not 
exhibited; we only discern that they are the same as those upon 
which the committee of the House of Representatives proceed- 
ed. What these are we are informed by an extract from a re» 
port of that committee, accompanying this table, and sent by the 
Secretary to this House, no doubt tor the purpose ofexplanation. 
Let us see what it is. 

The distinguished chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, (Mr. McDuffie,} who had made that report, was arguing 
in favor of a Nationa! Bank, and in favor of the renewal of the 
charter of the existing Bank. His objec: in the part extracted 
was to show what the Government had lost, during the period 
just referred to, by not having a National Bank—not that it had 
lost by employing the State banks. Nosuch thing. The whole 
argument was Consistent and clear, and very able. But the 
Secretary of the Treasury argues, not as the distinguished gen- 
tleman at the head of that committee did, but, if he argues at all, 
argues against all banks. This is a total perversion of the 
reasoning of the committee, and contrary to the very design of 
it. It applies to a point which was not in the view of the com- 
committee. It may perhaps beskilful, butit is extremely un- 
fair. Mr. McDuffie never said in that report that there had been 
losses by State banks. He said there had been losses by not 
having a National Bank; which was true then and is true now. 
The processby which he reached nis conclusion is this: During 
the short period of the war he says you sold $80,000,000 of debt 
atan average discount of 15 pèr cent. There was a loes, there- 
fore, of $12,000,000, “which would in all probability have been 
saved ifthe Treasury had been aided by such an institution as 
the Bank of the United States’ The plain and obvious mean- 
ing of thie is, if you had hada Bank of the United States, your cre- 
dit would been maintained; you would havesold stock ata higher 
price; therefore, you would have saved the loss of the $12.000,. 
000, or a partof it. But he says further: “The $68,000,000 re. 
ceived by the Government for its stock was in bank paper, 
which, compared with epecie, was depreciated.” This is as 
plain as what goes before. The credit of the banks was better 
than the credit of the Goverument, but bank paper was net as 
good as specie. The Government was obliged to go to market 
with its stock, ia undue quantities, during the pressure of the 
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war, in order to get the means of carrying it on, and they had te 
take in exchange for it what people were willing to give, lf 
they had required specie, and been ableto obtain it at all, they 
could only have obtained as much as was equal to the amount 
of bank paper received, less the difference. “But” says Mr, 
McDoffie, “if youhadhad a Bank of the United States, your 
stock would have sold better, because your credit would have 
been maintained.” ae 

Ail this is very clear and intelligible; but the Secretary, in his 
estimate, calls this a total loss, estimated by the committee, and 
his own reduced estimate, a loss on noies received. Eve 
man who is ableto understand this subject perceives that the 
loss was upon the stock sold, because the Government could 
not, in exchange for it, get a greater amount in bank paper, 
Thus the whole is reconciled and explained, and the assertion of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in hia report of 1834, stands un- 
impeached. By the two banks of the United States, employed 
as depositories, and credited by receiving their bilis, not a dol. 
lar wasever lost in the whole period of their existence, which 
was forty years. By the State banka, in the whole period of 
our Government, from 1789 to the presenttime, the loss has 
been so small as not to be worth computing. 

The position, then, ts clear and impregnable, that, for safety 
and economy in keeping, banks are unexceptionable—individue 
al depositariee, as clearly, are not. Banks, then, are unques- 
tionably preferable. Individual depositaries ought never to be 
resorted to, and never are resorted to, but in case of absolute 
necessity. Whenever they are resorted to, from necessity or 
othe wise, loss is sure to follow. g 

Certain other things, besides safety and economy in keeping, 
are requisite to a complete system which, it may admitte 
neither State banks nor individual depositaries can adequately 
supply. The fiscal convenience and regularity of the Govern- 
ment, the maintenance of a uniform currency in sufficient 

uantity, the adaptation of the fiscal concerns of the nation to 
the business and circulation of the country, so as to assist and 
regulate them; all these are things which are desirable, and 
which may beattained. Supposing that State banks and indi. 
viual depositaries are equally incompetent in this respect, still 
the banks would have the superiority in point of safety and 
economy. Their preference would be a plain dictate of pru- 
dence. In reality, however, even State banks can do much 
more than individual depositaries can towards the accomplish- 
ment of these purposes. They can only be effectually and tho- 
roughly accomplished by means of a National Bank. You ne. 
ver have had, and you never can have, a perfect system without 
it. With it you have had, and you know that you can have, a 
system as perfect and as conducive to the welfareof the people 
as the nature of things will allow. Jt worked better than any 
system in the known world. it answered fully all the purposes 
of the Treasury; it conformed to the habits and wishes of the 
people; and it went hand in hand with their prosperity. With- 
out it you have had nothing but disorder, and you never will 
have. Thepresent question, however, is not about a Bank of 
the United States: it is between bankes and individuale; and I 
trust enough has been said to show that individual depositaries. 
are unsafe and extravagant. On this point there seems to be 
universal consent throughout the United States. — 

I owe some apology to the committee for going into so much 
detait under this head. It ia tedious, undoubtedly; but I trust 
they will be satisfied that the evidence thus exhibited to them— 
bearing as it does directly upon the practical operation of this 

roject—is more instructive than any general statements would 

e, and far more see aptd ihan ne more genera! views ia 
which the subject might be considered. 

A Sub-Treasurer wil! have no difficulty whatever artying 
off the public treasure; he has only to reil th to a steam- 
er that may.be aad to depart, ti the money are im- 
mediately beyond the reach of the Government; or, if he has 
been previously delinquent, he may carry himself off in the 
same way, without any risk of being overtaken. 

We now proceed to the remaining point to be considered, 
namely, the convENIENCE ef the plan. 

We have already, as has been before remarked, had it in ope- 
ration for three years. There is nothing in the effects it 
produced during that time to recommend it for continuance. 
On the floor of this House it was declared three yeara ago, by 
the then chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, that 
it was in operation; and, “in apite of lamentations here or else- 
where,” would be in operaticn until the 4th of March, 1841. 
The meaning of thia declaration was, that it would not be re- 
pealed during the term of the present Presider.t—he would veto 
a repeal. Whether he meant this asan intimation that no relief 
was to be had but by a change of the head of the Administra- 
tion, I will not undertake tosay, but assuredly the people have 
taken it as & hint to that effect, andare now, with unexampled 
zeal and unanimity, preparing to cutup the evil at the root by 
means of the ballot-box, A change ey have resolved upon; 
and who can wonder at it zfter what they have suffered and what 
they have been told? The bill means one of two things: either 
to establish a different and better currency for the Government 
than that used by the people, or to force into use a hard money 
currency for all the concerns of the country. 

Tt proposes, finally, by one or both of these means, to break 
up and destroy the banking or credit system. My position, on 
this subject, is a very plain, and, as it appears to me, a very 
safe dne. Itisthis: that it is cheapest and most convenient for 
the people to pay their public duesin their accustomed curren- 
cy. If that be convertible paper, their adoption of it proves that 
it is as good, or better than specie. It is better suited to their 
business, else they would not adopt it. Why should they not 
pay in ìi? What is asked, and what ought to be expected from 
them by the Government, isa contribution from what they have. 
It is the toll to the miller—a part of the produce cent to him to 
be manufactured, taken from the mass. So it should be with 
the Government. There is no more reason or convenience in 
requiring of the citizen to buy for them something out of his 
usual way of dealing, than for the miller to demand that his toll 

should be paid in superior grain. The only example to the 
contrary, that I know of, is that of China, already mentioned. 
The nature of our Government demands that this system should 
be adhered to. A departure from it tends to change the cha- 
racter of the Government. Hie makes the distinction ini lavor of 
the Goverament elevating them in this respect a 
ple, as ifthat_ which the people find good enough for Thame ron 
were not good enough for the Government. It destroys the sym- 
pathy ofthe Government fer the people, by removing from the 
Government all feeling of the afflictions which, by their pressure 
weigh down the people—they arg not felt by the Treasury. By 
this scheme ofa separate citea ibn, there is a separate pulsa: 
tion, so that the disease which visits the people ia not felt at the 
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Treasury, nor in the Treasury eirculation. Nay, more than 
this: that the very circumstances which oppress, disaatrously 

the business of the country in all its branches, may, as 
they now actually do, turn to the advantage of the office hold- 
ore. Thus, there is not only a want of synypathy, but an actual 
and unceasing conflict between their concerns; when every man 
muat admit that they ought to be identical, so that at the Trea- 
sary, and in the Government, there should be a quick and livel y 
sencidility to whatever injuriously atfecis the people. Without 
this, we must always experience what we have experienced for 
Hp tust three years, a careless indifference in tho Government 
to the distreases of the people, and a cold-hearted neglect of the 
means of giving relief. 

The officers of the Government in fact cease to be a part of the 
people, and acquire interests of their own, directly opposed to 
the common intereste, The family compact is thus perverted, 
and an approximation made to Governments of an entirely dif- 
ferent character. The practice of such Governments proves 
nothing. Sill, what has been assumed in regard to them is not 
wue. In theisland of Cuba, for examble, any one who will look 
into Hazzard’s Register, at page 414, will find that the currency 
and c'reulation are in a condition of extreme disorder. Worn 
and depreciated coin of inconvenient denominations, such as pis- 
tareena, aro forced ia payment, at prices far beyond their real 
value—doubloona have difierent values. The whole thing is 
vajust, inconvenient, and oppressive in its operation, There- 
medy the people have suught for is a bank; but this, the metro- 

litan Government in Spain refuses to allow them; or, which 

equivalent, will grant it only upon terms too onerous to be 
accepted. Tdo not doubt that, if we had time to go into anexa- 
mination of the other evidence, we should find the history elso- 
where to be the same, 

This bill destroys, by one of its enactments, the only remain- 
ing connection ofthe Traasury with banks, and the only rem- 
mant of wholesome control it has over them. The resolution 
of the 3th of April, 1816, makes the notes of specie paying 
banks receivable inthe payment of public dues. This, it may 
be admitted, is an insufficient check, not to be compared to that 
which would be afforded by a Bank of the United States; but 
willi isa check. The Government, by means of it, has the 
power to discredit banks that fail to pay specie, and so to aid 
tha people in keeping the banks up to their duty. But this act 
repeals that resolution, and prohibits. the receiptof bank notes 
entirely, good or bad. Thus it discredits all banks, instead of dis- 
crediting only those who have not done what they ought todo to 
wemain their credit. In this the Government does more than 
neglect iw duty, which isto regulate, and support, and provide 
for the currency. Its power is here exercised to the contrary. 
It destroys, as far as it is able, the distinction between good and 
bad banks, and places them all u alevel, when it is ovvi- 
owly the interest ef the people that the distinction should be 
maintained by all the exertions of both Government and people. 
Bull woree, there is a perpetual conflict produced, injurious to 
tho banks, by keeping up a continual, and at the same time, an 
uncertain u them for their specie, ao that they ne- 
ver can know what they may be called on for. 

The Treasury avoids the obnoxious responsibility of drawing 
specia from the banks, but it compels the people to make the 
drafta on the banks, being thus itself the secret cause of the 
‘mischief, but putting the odium upon individuals. Why this 
war upon the banka? They are State institutions, authorized 
and established by the Legislatures of the States, and having 
every constitutional sanction. They are within the States, un- 
der the protection of the States, and beyond the reach of any di- 
rect power of the National Government. The exercise of such 

a power is as plainly denied as if it were expressly prohibited in 
„Me Constitution. Is it right, then? Isit consistent with the true 
, mi of the Constitution of the United States? Is it not a 

most wanton and unauthorized abuse of the powers granted, to 
employ them indirectly for the accomplishment oe purposes 
which cannot be constitutionally accomplished? Why may not 
the Federal Government abuse all its powers in the same way, 
and make war upon every State right anu State interest? The 
right of the States to have banks, and the right of the people to 
use bank credit in their business, their right sn to employ their 
capital is just as clear and perfect a right as the right to cultivate 
the earth and to raise from it such products as are deemed most 
advantageous. Why may not the Government of the Uuited 
States, then, with equal justice, make war upon any other em- 
ployment of capital or industry? Why nut employ their powers 
to sop the cultivation of cotton or tobacco? or the manufacture 
of cotton or wool? This would bea daring invasion of the 
rights of the States and the people; butso is the war upon the 
banks. The duty of the Government is to protect and to regulate 
them. Icthasthe power to do so. The neglect to exercise it 
yy ine Government is the real cause of th ir warfare upon the 


Banks are essentially republican institutions. They have 
growa up every where with the growth of commerce and the 
advance of free principles. Io these United States they have 
been coexistent with our independence and freedom; and be- 
tides the meri: of this association, it cannot be denied by any one 
acquainted with our history that they contributed powerfu'ly 
tw secure them. In our colonial state we had no banks. All 
the colonies, finding credit of some sort necessary, prayed for the 
iæue of paper money; it was grudgingly and scantily and tar- 
dily allowed to them; as if the metropolitan Government had aa 
instinctive feeling tnat the use ef credit would invigorate the 
growth of industry, and hasten the period when this great coun. 
try would claim to shake off colonial subjection. It could not 
be red denied, and, for want of something better, al! the co- 
Ionies had recourse to the iesue of bills of credit. They are li- 
able to great and serious objections, asall Government paper is.. 
There is an unrestrained tendency to excess, in the nse of Go 
verament paper, which never fails to cause its depreciation, and 
ofien iis entire destruction. Such was the case with our conti- 
‘ental money. After gradually exhausting the public conf- 
dence, i finally failed in the year 1779 or 1780. In the midst of 
the war the Government was left without money or credit. At 
this critical moment, a few pects citizens, from their own 
™means, established the Bank of North America in the city of 
Philadelphia—the same which, soon after, was incorporate by 
an ordinance of Congress. 

-Credit revived. By the agency of this institution funds were 

ined, which the credit of the Government could not com 
mand, for the decisive military movement which terminated 
the warat Yorktown. Ihave said that they are essentially re- 
publican institutions. I may add, they are, in that respect, pre- 
to our condition and to the support of republican 

y- Wehave few ov wn fortunes. We have few 
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not, happily, the contrast which is exhibited elsewhere. The 
secret ofour happiness consisis mainly in this. 

We have, at the same time, full employment for capital, and 
it is fursished by meane of banks. Itiea rare thing to find an 
individual among us who is able to establish a bank of his 
own. The late Stephen Girard was rich enough to employ 
a million and a halfor capitai in that way; which, at the time 
x nig death, had increased by the profits to four millions of 

ollare. 

Suppose there had been fifteen hundred people who could 
contribute one thousand dollars each to the like purpose; or fif- 
teen thousand who could contribute one hundred dollars each, 
why would you withhold from them the privilege of employing 


their capital by union in the same manner as their richer neigh- ` 
bor? Would you give the advantage in this respect to the rich? ` 


Surely not, The capital of the country, in small portions, is 
distributed amonga great many individuals, in whose hands it 
woul: be idle and inactive, producing nothing to themselves or 
toothers. By combining their means in a bank, they make it 
profitable for th. mselves and for the community. Their char- 
tergivesthem nothing but the privilege of thus uniting. It 
confers upon them no benefit which each individual does not en- 
joy. They can have a common seal. They can sue and be 
sued; andare subjected to such restrictions as the State Legisia- 
tures may thiak ft. No monopoly is grantedtothem. On the 
contrary, they are permitted to associate in order to counteract 
the monopoly of wealth. . 

The history of banks shows that, under ordinary circum- 
stances, this is their operation. ‘They are often denounced in 
thoughtless and violent declamation as aristocratic institutions, 
Those who make such charges have not examined into the 
matter. They are essentially Democratic institutions. Of 
fourteen banks in the city and county of Philadelphia, it ap- 
pears from an investigation made a few years ago, that the to- 
tal capital was $14,305,000. The number of stockhold- 
ers was, atthe same time, 7,112; the average amount of each 
stockholder was there‘ore $2,010—scarcely as much as the pay 
ofa member of this House for a long session, and nothing like 
the amount of pay and mileage. 
bers of the aristocracy? Inthe Kensington Bank the capital 
was $250,000, the shareholders were 253; the average proprie- 
torship was therefore less than $1,000. Were these stockhold. 
ers members of the aristocracy? Are they a description of 
persons to cause us such fearful alarm, and to deserve such 


vehement denunciations? The smallest proprietorship in the | 


Bank of England, according to my recollection, is £500 ster- 
ling, or $2,500. The stock in our banks is seldom higher than 
$100 a share, and in most of them as low as $50. A small accu- 
mulation serves to buy one. If these bank proprietors be not 
formidable for their wealth—and, surely, no sane man wil! pre- 


tend that they are—still less are they to be dreaded for their | 
character. Inthe same investigation, it was found that, in the ; 


Philadelphia Bank, full one-third of the stock was held by the 
most helpless portions of society—by widows and children, 
trustees, executors, and henevolent societies. No doubt the 
proportion would b2 found the same in the other banks, and in 
some of them even greater. Such people are not tobe feared. 
They do not deserve to be denounced. They ought to be sup- 
ported aad protected. It is inhuman to make war upon them. 
Their little portionis the representative of their own, or their 
‘parents’ industry, or the little purse collected for objects of 
charity, and has a just claim to our most sacred regard. Such 
is the aristocracy of the capital of these State banks. Is its 
employment aristocratic? The money thus accumulated is 
lent to the industr:ous and enterprising to help them in their 
lawful pursuits, and to encourage exertion for placing them- 
selves ina state of independent comfort. Whatever it may be 
the fashion in these days to say of credit, Dr. Franklin, who 
had passed through every grade in life, from a humble prin- 
ter’a boy to the highest elevation, knew full well the value of 
credit to an industrious young man. He knew its value to a 
community. Besides insisting upon itin hie writings, he re- 
membered it emphatically in his will. He left two legacies: 
ons te the city of Philadelphia, and the other to the city of Bys- 
ton, of money to be lent aut to young mechanics. This act has 
always been regarded as a proof of his wisdom and benevo- 
lence. Is this an aristocratic employment of money? Is it a 
thing to be denounced and declaimed against, and menaced 
with destruction? ; 

But, of the present measure, the object and the effect are 
plainly to raise the value of money by diminishing its quanti. 
ty and at the same time increasing its cost, by substituting an 
expensive currency for one that is cheap. This, too, isto be 
achieved very rapidly, suddenly—I may say, at once. 

All who have thought upon this subject have concurred in 
opinion that the gradual increase of the quantity, even with the 
diminution of value, is favorable to industry, to prosperity, and 
to human happiness. From the first working of the mines on 
this continent till quite lately, this operation was going on, until 
at ‘ength, by the increased quantity of gold and silver used in 
coin, its value was reduced, as computed, to about one-fourth. 
This embraces the period in the history of the world when its 
improvement has been the greatest and the steadiest. There is 
not time to go into adetailed examination; but those who desire 
to see how much better the cundition of man is, how his com- 
forts have been increased, his health promoted, and even the 
probabilities of life enlarged by severa years, may find man 
of the particulars in Mr. McCulloch’s statistics of the Britis 
empire. All have agreed that the diminution of quantity. and 
consequent enhancement of the value of money, is injurious. 
‘Lhe present is an inauspicions moment for insisting on an in- 
creased nse of goldand silver; for, owing to the disturbanees in 
the States south of us, or to the falling off of the productiveness 
of the American mines, there has been a great diminution in the 
world of the quantity above ground. Mr. Jacob, in his work 
upon this subject, compiled with great care, estimates that the 
diminution in the period of twenty years, from 1803 to 1829, is 
£66,000,000 sterling, being about one-sixth of the whole quantity. 
If it has gone on atthe same rate for the last ten years, you may 
add £33,6 0,000 sterling, whieh will make it one-fourth, What 
ja onr proportion in this diminished state of the gold and silver 
of the world? 4 

Leaving these genera! views, however, let us come to those 
which are more strictly our own. The diminished quantity 
and the increased value of money operate upon property, upon 
wages, or the p ice of labor, and upon debts, but in very diffe- 
reat and even opposite ways. Jt lowers property, it reduces 
wages, and it increases debts. An estate which may have been 
adequate to pay all the charges upon it, and leave something for 
the owner, Is unable to discharge its incumbrances; the owner 
has nothing left, and he is ruined. It is no fault of his; he had 
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no reason to expect, no prudence required hirr. to foresee, sucha 
reverse. Reverses he might know he was exposed to, from vae 
rious causes, and if they came he must submit to them. But it 
could never enter hia mind that he was going to be ruined by an 
actof the Government. He would look to that quarter rather for 
aid than for destruction. Sudden changes in the currency, of 
this sort, by the disorder and -obstruction they introduce into all 
Classes of industry, deprive the poor man of employment, or, if 
he is able to get it, compelhim to work for less. But the office 
holder, the creditor, and the moneyed capitalist are benefited; 
the nominal amount they receive is the same, but the denomina. 
tion represents a greater value—it may be double. What is 
gained by the office holder, the creditor, and by the capitalist, is 
lost to the producer, to the owner of property, to the debtor, and 
tothe laborer; they are all sacrificed in the crisis of caprice and 
experiment. Now let us look, in the first place, at the condition 
of our country. Itisa very large debtor. The States of this 
Union owe at least two hundred millions of dollars, a great part 
of it abroad. The annual interest may be computed, I sup N 
including the charges, at twelve millions of dollars. The debts 
owing among ourselves cannot be estimated with any precision, 
nor the debts owing by individuals abroad. The debt at home 
is unequally divided among different sections of the country; a 
large portion of it rests upon the South, and especially the 
Southwestern States. The latter are very heavily encumbered, 
at the same time that their chief staple has fallen below what any 
one could have anticipated. It is probable thereis a large debt in 
tno Weet also, from the inordinate sales of lands in 1836 and 


There is also a universal crush and stagnation. There is 
with it an unprecedented want of confidence. a ropeny 
seemsto have lost its value; credit is destroyed; and labor is 
without employment. They all stand in need of encourage- 
ment and assistance. Is it wise, expedient, or just, under these 
circumstances, todo any thing which willincrease the distress 
—-which will co-operate with the destruction sow going en, 
and aggravate the public calamity? Is it consistent with com- 
mon humantty to do further injury tothe owner of property, 
the debtor, and the laborer? Ought we, above all, to throw in 
this new and powerful ingredient of injustice and wrong, by 
raising the value of money? A parental Government would 
see and feel thatthis duty was in a contrary direction. One 
would suppose that the performance of such aduty would, at 
all times, be acceptable and pleasing. Still, if it were beyond 
the power of Government to give any aid, (which I do not ad- 
mit,) itis unnatural and cruel in the Government, by its mea- 
rures, to place its foot upon the crushed interests of the coun- 
try, asifit were de:ermined to sink them still lower, and to 
keepthem down. A change is necessary. No one doubts it. 
But ofall the changes that could be wrought, this Sub Treasu- 
ry is most to be deprecated. It has no healing in it for the dis- 
order ofthe times. It is poisonsus, and so has proved itself 
for the last three years. g 

But we are continually told there has been overtrading, over: 
issue, andthe like. What then? The rater is upon us, 
and our duty is to endeavor to alleviate it. Ought we to seek 
to aggravate it? Why, especially, when there has been a ge- 
nera! excess, are we to point our whole indignation against 
the banks, even if they had shared in the delusion which af- 
fected every branch of business? Ina report at the extra ses- 
sion, the Secretary undertook to instruct us asto the causes of 
ourembarrassments. The first he mentioned was the over 
production of cotton, and the consequent fallof price, equal to 
twenty millions of dollars. Why not, then, check the produc- 
tion of cotton, restrict its culture, or take it into the hands of 
the Government? Examples may be found of such things. 
The poor Ryots, in British India, are compelled to cultivate 
the opium p-ant, at a price fixed by the Government, (so low 
as scarcely fto afford a substance,) and to furnish the product 
to their task-masters, that they may make a profit of some 
millions by smuggling the poisonous drug into China. The 
Bpanish Goveinment kept in its hands a monopoly of tobacco 
in Mexico. The cultivator could only sell to the Government, 
at the price fixed by the Government, who alone manufactured 
the article, and, when manufactured, gold it at thelr own price. 
From this monopoly, according to Baron Humboldt, Spain 
drew an annual revenue of four millions of dollars a year. 
The Mexican Government, with a Constitution like our own 
(except that the President is only eligible for one term, in which 
the have the advantage of ours,) and Republican forms, con- 
tinues the monopoly. . If it be said that such restraintsor inter- 
ference onthe part of Government are inconsistent with the 
freedom of the citizen, J admit the answer to just and sufficient. 
The fluctuations of trade are the effecte of the spirit of enter- 
prise, and, when that is left free to exert iweli, they will occa- 
sionally occur. We had, at one period, over-speculation in 
merino sheep; we have lately had it in morus multicaulis—both 
appear to have been foolish errors, and much (o be regretted. 
But does any one madly conclude from thia,that the Govern- 
ment should be invested with power over the conduct of every 
individual in hisown affairs?—to tell one man how much cot. 
tou he shall raise, and another how many sheep or trees he 
may buy, and at what pricee? The spirit of enterprise belongs 
te free Governments, and is the offspring of freedom. Occa: 
sionally it may be too far indulged,and the consequences of it fall 
heavily on individuals; but, in the main, it is productive of 
good; and, at all events, is apart of our freedom. Inits worst 
effects, itis only one ofthe smaller waves in the tempestuous 
sea of liberty, which we are told is to be preferred to the calm 
This excess, however, by the confession of 
thoee who charge it, has extended to every branch of business. 
There has been excessive production of cotton; the Secretary 
-tells us there has been excess of importation; the President tells 
us there have been excessive sales of public lands; and, in the 
midst of all these, we find it said there has been excess of ex- 
pansion by the banks. Why is this branch of business exposed 


- to peculiar censure, and, as it were, to the peculiar vengeance 


of the Government? The fault of the banks (if the fault had 
been in them) has been the common fauit of us all, în which 
they only participated with the rest. They have but their pro- 
portion of error to answer for, and why should they be subjected 
to punishment for ali? They are treated like the Jews, in a 
former period of the world, who were made responsible for 
every thing that was aileged to be wrong, and then exposed to 
confiscation, pillage, and death. They are persecuted like the 
poor unfortunate beings who, in times of superstitution, were 
charged with being witches, and followed to their destru-tion 
with a senseless fury. The banke are now suffering in common 
with the country, whatever it may be owing ts, and must aub- 
mit to the corrective of the error, in common with others... More 
than this is unjust and injurious. It ie especially hurtful to the 
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“other suffering interests of the country, because it cripples these 
institutions, and lessens their power of relief. 
But now let us aee truly how this matter really stands In 
1890, only ten years ago, this country was in a state of solid 
rosperity. There was nothing in it that wasapeculative or 
treacherous: there was no hidden disease then !u: king in the 
system. Our actual condition was what it appeared to he, and 
in all the elements of happiness it never was surpassed. At 
ihe end of the year 1830 (aad thisis a proof of what Ihave just 
said) we owed nothing or very little. We were out of debt. 
Our imports for the ten preceding years exceeded our exports 
Dut about three million five hundred thousand dollars a year, 
which is net more than was made up by a fair profit. Theim- 
ports and exports of gold and silver during the same perio! 
were about equal, as nearly as can Le ascertained, The aunual 
average sales of public lands were about one milion two hun- 
dred thousand dollars, It has been stated that in 1811 we had 
about fifteen millions: f specie; some think it was not so much. 
In 1830 the specie in the country, as stated by the Secreiary of 
the Treasury, was thirty millions, having been doubled in the 
twenty yeara. O/ this, he says, twenty-six millions were in the 
banka. This specie, as you have seen, had been paid for by 
our exports, and was our own. These amaunts were fouad 
ample for the use o! the country. Not a bank, at either pe- 
re, had suspended. Such, then, waa the condition of the 
country in the year 1830. Al this has been fearfully changed, 
and note the period when the change came over us. It waa 
precisely when the Government undertook to interfere with the 
currency, and to change violently our whole money affairs. 
For the seven years which followed from 1831 to 1838, our im- 
ports exceeded our exports (making allowance for a reason- 
able profit) twenty-four millions of dollara a year. Of 
this excess one-third, that is, eight millions of dollars a year, 
waa in gold and silver; we added, the Secretary boastingly 
said in one of his reports, fifty-five millions of dollars to our 
sock. Thus we had eighty-five millions of dollars in goid 
and silver, and in this saie of things the banks suspended 
specio- paynisnta. They were maintained when we had but 
thirty milhons, and they were suspended when we had eighty- 
five millions. The annual average sales of the public lands 
ter the seven years were $11,316,950, seven millions of which 
were paid for in specie, in the last haif of the year 1836, after 
the specie circular had been issued. And now the whole 
country is in anguish. What does this epecie cost us? Re- 
member it is not our own. We have not paid for it. It is a 
debt we owe. It costs us not less than $3,850,000 a year, in- 
- ehading interest and charges. Better had it never been brought 
in; better it were ali sent back, the debt paid with it, and the 
country relieved from the burden of nearly $4,000,000 a year 
for specie which is of no manner of use to us. But the mis- 
chief does oot end here—there ia a further evil to be censider- 
ed, of greater magnitude, and plainly chargeable upon the Go- 
vernment. When the deposites were removed from the Bank 
of the United States, the Government took upon itself to direct 
- and manage the whole currency by means of the State. banks. 
Having pledged themselves that, by these means, we should 
have a better currency, they undertook to manage the State 
banks in order, in their way, to redeem their pledge. Three 
things they ciearly and consiantly indicaced as necessary to the 
sncceas ot their plan—an increase ot bank capital, aa extension 
of bank accommodation, and an increase of the quantity of gold 
and silver. They succeeded by their influence and manage- 
ment in ali these points. It isthe wisdom of the Government, 
if wisdom it may be called, which has produced them all, As 
they successively appeared, they were hailed by the officers of 
the Government as tne evidences of their success. When they 
have all failed and exploded together, as the. Guvernment was 
admonished they would do, then, for the first time, the Govern- 
ment seeks to hide the final cause of our disasters, and to visit 
them upon their own instruments and victims. But at present 
weare speaking chiefly of the specie which the Government 
especially solicited to come among us; nothing Was necessary 
for var happiness but plenty of goldand silver, plenty of banke 
and bank capital, Weall remember the time when the silly 
promise was made that, in a few years, every substantial man 
ehould have a silk puree with ‘‘gold peepiog through the in- 
teratices.”” How has this promise been kept? ask a laboring 
man how it was with him in the year 1620. He will tell you 
he wastully employed. Ask him what he was paid in. He 
will say, probab.y, that he does not recollect, bat he knows that 
it was money which enabled him to supply himself and his fa- 
mily with food and raiment and shelter, and a reasonable por- 
tion of comforts. How isit with nim now? He is without em- 
ployment, destitute, with neither gold nor silver, nor any other 
- money which he can go to market with. And yec in 1830 we 
had but thirty millions of gold and silver; now we have eighty- 
five millions! No one can be ata loss to perceive how thie 
gold and silver mania has wrought upon- our affairs In 1830, 
the banks are said to have had twenty-six milions of specie. 
In 1836, as appears by the Secretary’s report in December, 
1837, they had forty-four millions, making an increase of 
- eighteen millions. According to another report of the Secreta- 
` ry, they might safely operate un this specie tv three times the 
> amount. It made no difference to them whether the money 
was borrowed, or our own; whether we had paid for it, or were 
* indebt and were paying interest. They knew nothing of all 
this. ks passession, by ihe theory of the Secretary, warranted, 
and no doubt caused, an expansion to the amount of at least 
fi ty-four millions of dollars. Here, then, we were trading up- 
on berrowed gold and silver, as already intimated, invited and 
coaxed into the country by the measures ofthe Government. 
To send specie away was a sort of treason, and denounced ac- 
eording'y by the great financiers. : 

One instance I nave heard mentioned, which particularly ex- 
emplifies this Government management. The banke of the chy 
of New York were restricied by their charters, so that they 
could not discount more than filly per cent. beyond their capi- 
tal. By the Government deposites, some of them found them- 
se! ven enabled to lend much more, and were desirous to be re- 

-. lieved from the restriction. They accordingly applied to the 
- Legislature of New York. That body, instead of proceeding 
direetiy to grant or refuse their request, adopted a circuitous 
method, the reason of which it is not easy to understand. They 
authorized the banks to borrow money, and to discount to the 
amount so borrowed, and fifty per cent. more. Some of the 
banks negotiated loans in England under this authority, one 
would suppose merely to comply with the law, and riot intend- 
ing to bring the money from England, as they had already more 
than they could employ. Some time after, the Treasury signi- 
fied to them, in the course of their management of the deposite 
danke, that they must increase their stock in specie, Such ad- 
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vice was, in effect, a command; it must be complied with, or the 
loss risked of the deposites. One bank, therefore, ordered, in 

art of its loans, two hundred thousand sovereigns in gold. 
choy were accordingly shipped; they came directly from the 
Bank of England. An intelligent merchant, extensively en 

aged in business, became apprehensive that the bringing 
away of gold might cause alarm in England and injure the 
American credit there; be, therefore, purchased twenty thou- 
gaud of these suvereigns, and sent them hack to England. They 
returned, within six months, into the Bank of England in the 
very same packages, with the bank’s mark upon them, in 
which they came out. This operation, without any advantage 
whatever. could not have cost the country less than five per 
cent. It wasa dead lose without equiv -lento! any sort; and so 
is all the borrowed gold and sitver which we have in the coun- 
try. We have more specie now than we ever had before, and 
cannot pay specie. Who is benefited by it? 

We were particularly anxious for gold; and the Executive 
was aided in his achemes for bringing it inte the country by the 
gold bill, as well as by bank operations of a nature just men- 
tioned. The S-cretary of the Treasury, in one of his reports, 
tells us that we had increased our stock of gold fifteen millions 
of dollars. If you will examine the accounts of the Bank of 
England, you will find that, as the gold was coming to us, it waa 
atthe same time time leaving the bank. The Bankof England 
became alarmed, in the latter part of 1836, at the lose of its bul- 
licn, and began to inquire where it was going, in order to stop 
the drain. They discovered that it was flowing to the United 
States; in self-defence, which cannot be deemed unjustifiable, 
they diecredited American bills, and this immediately produced 
the commercial convulsions we suffered in the early part of 


American credit in England was destroyed-—large amounts of 
bills were sent back; cotton fell; and the whole train of disasters 
followed, which we wel! remember, including the suspension of 
our banks. 

In tracing these things back to their final cause, no one can 
failto ace in it the active hand of the Government. To its un- 
happy and preposterous influence we owe the whole mischief, 
the multiplication and expansion of banke iaciuded. The 
stimulating influence of Executive management was con- 
stantly applied, encouraging and exciting enterprise, and at the 
same time directing it by force into these channels. And we 
have nat done with this ruinous interference yet. The apecie 
must be kept, and the Sub- Treasury is to keep itat an expense, in 
interest and charges, of faur millions of dollars a year! This 
would seem like infatuation, if it were not much worse. The 
real use of the Sub-Treasury is, that ithas served the Govern- 
ment for a mask to cover its misdecds. The attention of the 
country has been occupied by this preposterous project, instead 
of being turned tothe investigation of Executive abuses—occu- 
pied in self defence against the odious measure. It is a coup 
d'etat, struck by the Admini-tration, when all else had failed, to 
engage the thonghis of the people, and raliy party upon, so that 
the eyes of our fellow-citizens mizht not be directed to the real 
causes of their distress. They will right themselves, notwith- 
standing, I firmly believe, by the constitutional method of chang- 
ing the Executive. One cannot believe that they will longer 
submit to the ruinous effects of such foolery. For ten years all 
has gone wrong. The remedy is change. No change can be 
for the worse. 

The history of the sales of the public lands is exactly the 
same. The excesses there, too, were encouraged and hailed by 
the Government. In 1835, they suddenly mounted up to the 
enormous sum of fourteen millions of dollara. In his annual 
message to Congress, in December, 1835, the President con- 
gratalated the country upon the fact that eleven millions had 
been received from this source, as an evidence “of the increasing 
prosperity of the country,” and of the “advance of agricul- 
ture.” Theevidence went on increasing in the following year, 
and ought, one would suppose, to have produced further con- 
gratulation. But prosperity increased too fast, agriculture ad- 
vanced wo rapidly; and al) -at once, in the middie of the year 
1836, instead of leaving these things to correct themselves, the 
Executive inter‘ered to check them. The famous specie circu- 
lar was issued to reduce the sales of lands. The measure was 
wholly ineffectual for its purpose, as any one might have fore- 
geen it would be. The sales, in the remaining half year, 
amounted to seven millions of dollars, and the total for the year 
wastwenty-four millions. But the ‘same circular, which con- 
feasedly was inadequate for its ostensible purpose, was effec- 
tual for mischief. It increased the demand for specie, raised its 
valuz, became a new element of disorder in our currency, and 
powerfully assisted to bring on the catastrophe which soon fol- 
lowed. . No one can estimate tie extent of the injury done by 
the morbid appetite for gold and silver. 

In the bloated expansion produced by the hotbed culture of the 
Administration, the Treasury had its share; it was filled to 
bursiing. The surplusof nearly forty mitlionsofdollara, which 
remained after all means for exhausting it had been employed, 
was directed to be distributed among the States, and the Secre- 
tary contrived so to work the distribution ae to cause the 
greatest possible disturbance. Thus, ivappears, that we hada!) 
the external symptoms of prosperity, and among them an over- 
flowing Treasury, and especialy that gre~t desideratum, plenty 
of gold and silver. When the late President of the United States 
went out of office, he seid that he lelt us prosperous and happy. 
So were the people offNatchez at 2 o’clock on the fatal 7th of 


May. Butthe elements of destruction accumulated during the . 


preceding seven or eight years, by the fostering care of the Ex. 
ecutive, suddenly burst upon us. They are still raging. The 
vessel of state isamong the breakers The effort of every man 
should be to get her back into deep water. All hands should 
come upon deck, fram the captain to the cabin boy; no ekulking 
below. But the Government, who received her in perfect 
train well fited and found; who lost the reckoning, and kept no 
look cut; who seized upon the wheel, when they could not steer; 
who have, in short, caused the whole disaster—would now take 
the boat to themselves, carry off the stores, and leave the crew 
crew and cargo to perish; coldly saying, “yon expect too much 
from us.” If any eacrifice is to be made, they should be 
be thrown overboard first, |I speak of them officially.) who 
have brought the calami-y upon us; they should ve cashiered; 
they should rever be trusted again. 

There are twoprincipal reasons, at least, why they should 
take their share of thecommon distress, and help us to get out 
of i. They who administered the Government have thared 
with ua their full portion of the fruns of our treacherous pros- 
perity. They have had their. coffers well filled. Would they now 
sparen themselves from usin the day of our adversity? Is 

s the ime toask fora divorce, and iake the strong box to 
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themselves? But, further, they have contributed powerfully tw - 
that adversity, if they have not heen the sole cause: The: may 
have blundered; it isto be hoped they did—for deliberate desia 

10 work out such effects would be inbuman and fientillike. But 
their blundering has far surpassed what their utmost akill could 
have accomplished. Nor have they gone on without full warn. 
ing. Atevery step they have been told what would be the con. 
sequences, and every prediction has been verified, se that now 
there ig no difference between the prophecy and the history, 
But they disregarded all warnings, as they did all “lamentations” 
here and elsewhere. - 

That they are thus chargeable, the proofaare manifest. Tho 
whole has occurred in their time and under their management, 
From 1830 to the present time isthe whole pe:iod. For this 
period they are responsibe. If this be not enough, it ie most 
obvious that, by the exercise of the powers entrusted to 
them, they have made the changes which we now deplore, 
from the solid prosperity of i830 to the extreme adversity. we 
are now laboring under. They have encourged, nay, they have 
chiefly caused, all the excesses. The increase and expansion 
of banks, and bank capital, and bank paper, have heen owing 
to them, The excessively increased sal: s of puclic lands met 
their approbation and favor. They promoted and encourged 
excessive importations, and especially the excess of importa. 
tion of gold and silver; andthe debt we owe for it. Ali these 
things, and the great interests connected with them, instead of 
being treated cautiously and carefully, as their delicate natura 
required—inatead of being treated with reference to those who 
were most cuvcerne, and who were best acquainted with 
them—were subjected to the power of party dogmas, to bere- 
ceived as authoritative, without inquiry, and followed blindly to 
the consequences, whatever they might cost. 

_ Oiherand highly interesting views might be taken ofthia ques. 
tion, but it is time to come to a conclusion. Does any man believe 
that in the preaent measure there is a hope of remedy or relief? 
Will it bring us nearer to that condition of solid proeperity which 
we enjoyed before this eeries of dizastrousexperimentas began? 
The measure itself never was intended for a iemedy. The 
President told us at the extra session that the people expect too 
much from the Government; and, havi z prepared them by 
this admonition, proposed the Sub- T easury ! Hewitt not help 
the people—that ia quite clear. They want a uniform curren- 
cy, and in sufficient abundance. This will not satisfy their 
wants in eitherrespect. But, still further—and here it appears 
te me most plain. that the Government is wanting in its duty—it 
will prejudice the people, and embarrass and cripple their ex- 
ertions 1o save themselves, however it may help the Govern- 
ment. The plan of an independent circulation, how: ver it may 
aggrandize the Government by increasing its patronage and 
power, will be constantly crossing and jestiing the concemasof 
currency and business. And, finally, the failure of this plan 
itself will bethe argument for establishing that most detestable 
of all devices, a Government bank ! When that comes, our Re» 
publican Constitution is virtually at an end. 

Whether the plan in this bill is practicable at all, may well 
be doubted. But having detained the committee so long. 1 will 
not enter into that inquiry. Ihave shown that it contradiets 
every principle which ought to be regarded in the establish: 
ment of a Treasury Department; that it has neither economy 
nor safety.nor public convenience to recommend it, that it le ox- 
pensive and wasteful, unsafe and highly inconvenient, and inju» 
rious. For these reasona it ought to be rejected. 


. NOTE, 
Extract from Mr. Baldtin'’s report to the House of Repre 
sentatives,- cn “the condition of the Treasury Depart: 

ment,’ May 22, 1794. . = 

“The Treasurer, pursuant to general Ser frons aa Bo- 
cretary of the Treasury, keeps the public n under his 
control in the several banks. Formerty the banks of North 
America, New York,, Massachuseti and Maryland, were 

laces of deposite. At presentthe public moneys are kept 
fh the Bank of the United States or its several offices of dis- 
count and deposite, at Boston, New York, Baltimore, and 
Charleston, and in the Bank of Providence. The Treasurer has 
never any public money in his possession or custody, which it 
is not infact deposited in bank trom thethe moment 'his pos- 
session or custody commences till it ceases by the disburee- 
ment of it for public purposes, except in the case of bank bills, 
orders upon individuale, &c. heretofore enumerated, as remit- 
tances from the supervisors of the revenue and collectors of 
the customs to the Treasurer; and those, also, immediately af- 
ter the receiptof them, constitute deposites in bank, to. the 
credit of the Treasurer. : 

“The Secretary of the Treasury, or any other officer of the 
Department besides the Treasurer, never has the possesion or © 
custody of any part of the rublic moneys, (except in canes here- 
after specified.) And the possession or custody of the Treasu- 
r ris, asalready stated, exercised through the bankes | The 
only exception to this observation respects certain inconsidera- 
ble sume occasionally placed in the hands ofthe commissioner 


-of the revenue for the service of the light-house ostabliehment, 


and certain other smal] sums for the contingencies of the ofi: 
ces of the Secretary. Comptroller, Commissioner of the revenue, 
and Auditor; and which are, from time, in proportion to to their 
exponditores, placed in the hands of the Register for dishurse- 
ment, who renders an acepunt of the disbursement, which un- 
dergoea a regular and rmal settlement. as other public ac- 
counts. %-American Sfate papers, vol. Finance. 


SPEECH/OF MR. CORWIN, ' 


{ OF OHIO. 

Inthe Hou% ef Répresentatives, February 15, 1840x- 
On the propssifion to instruct the Commi tee of 
Ways and Mens to report an appropriation for 
the contingatip: of the Cumberland road. 

Mr. CORWIDN of Ohio rose and said: 

Mr. Speaxer: I am admonished, by the eager so- 
licitations of gentlemen around me to give way for 
a motion to adjourn, of that practice of the Hoare 
which accords us more of leisure on this day than 
is allowed us on any other day of the week. The 
servants of oiher good. masters are, I believe, is 
dulged in a sort of eatarnaliam in the afternoon of 


Feb. 1840. 
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Satarday; and we have supposed that our kiad 
masters, the people, might be willing to grant us, 
their most faithful slaves, a similar respite from 
toil. It is now past three o'clock in the afiernoon, 
and I should be very willing to pause in the discu = 
sion, were I not urged by those menacing cries of 
‘Go on,” frem various parts of the House. Ia this 


state of things, 1 cattnot hope to sammon to any , 
thing like attention the unqui:t minds of many or | 


the jaded and worc-down iacalties of a still larger 
tron of the House. I hope, however, the House 
wiil not withhold from me a buon which I have of- 
ten seen granted to others, that is, the privilege of 
speaking Without being oppressed by a crowded au- 
dience, which is accompanied by this additional ad- 
vantage, that the orator thus situated can at least 
listen to and hear himsel’. 
If you, Mr. Speaker, and the members of this 
House, have given that attention to the speech of 
the gentleman trom Michigan, (Mr. Caary,) made 


yesterday, which some of us here thought it our ; 


duty to bestow, I am sure the novelty of the scene, 
to say nothing more of it, mast have arrested your 
eariosity, if, indeed, it did not give rise to profound 
reflection. 


| 


| Dagaid Stewart, g 


I need not remiod the House that it is a rule here | 


(as I suppose it is every where else where men dis- 
pate by any rule at all) that what is said in debate 
sbould be relevant and pertinent to the subject un- 
der discassion. The question before us is a propo- 
sition to instruct the Commitee of Ways and 
Means to report a bill granting four hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars to continue the construction 
of the Camberland road in the States of Ohio, In- 
diana, and Illinois. Tine objections to the measure 
are, either that-this Government is in no sense 
bound by compact to make the road, or that it 
is not a work of avy naticnal'concern, bat merely 
of local interest, or that the present exhausted siate 
of the Treasury will not warrant the appropriation, 
admitting the object of it to be fairly within the 
coastitational province of Congress. 


If the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. | 


Piczens) and the geneman from Maine, (Mr. 
Panais,) who evnsider the Cumberland roai a work 
of. mere sectional advantage to a very small portion 
of the people, have attended to the sage disquisi- 
tiens of the genileman from Michigan on the art of 
war, they must now either come to the coac'usion 


that almost the whole of the gentlemin’z sperch is . 


what old-fashioned peopie would cali a “non sequi- 
tur,” or else that this road connee's itse'f with not 
merely the military defences of the Union, bat is 
interwoven most intimately with the progress of 
science, and especially that most difficals of all sci- 
eaces, the proper application of strategy to the exi- 
geacies of barbarian warfare. It will be seen that 
the far-seeing sagacity and long-reaching uuder- 
standing of the gentleman from Michizan has d.s- 
covered that, before we can vote wita a clear con- 
science on the instrections pi oposed, we must be 
well informed as to the number of Jadians who 
fought at the battle of Tippecanoe in 1811; how 
these savages were painted, whether red, black, or 
bine, or whether ali were blended on their barba- 
rian faces. Farther, according to his views of the 


subject, before we vote money to make a road, we j 
must know and approve of what General Harrison | 


thought, said, and did, at the batile of Tippecanoe! 


Again, upon this precess of reasoning, we must 
inquire where ageneral should be when a batile 


‘aly in the night, and what his position - 


EL een one rt 


during the fight, aud where he should be found | 


when it is over; and particularly how a Kentuckian 


behaves himself when he hears an Indian war- : 


whoop in day or night. And, aftersettling a!l these - 


puzzling propositions, still we mast fully under- 


stand how and by whom the battle of the Thames | 
was fought, and in what manner it then and there | 
became our troops, regular and militia, tocondue! | 
themselves. Sir, it mast be obvious that if ihese ; 
topics are germain to the subject, then does the ` 
Cumberland road encompa‘s all the interests and . 


ali the subjects that touch the rights, duties and 
destinies of the civilized world; ard I kope we 
shall hear no more from Sou hern gentlemen of the 


| 


harrow, sectional, or unconstiiutional charaster of | 


the proposed measure. That branch of the subject 


is, I hope, forever quieted, perbaps unintentionally, 
5Q 


| 
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by the gentleman from Michigan. His mititary 
criticism, if ithas not answered the purposes in- 
tended, bes at least, in this way, done some service 
to the Cumberland road. And if my poor halting 
comprehension has not blundered, ia pursuing the 
soaring §pwa'd flight of my friend from Michigan, 
he has inf this discussion written. a new chapter in 
the “regu's philosophandi,” 


‘inductive system.” 


courses delivered, o 


pretensions in h 
much concerni 
phy; and Bro 
of later dale, 
subject. F 
“suggestion but never, I venture to say, did any 


day, thought much and wrote 


, another of the same school, but 
also wriiten and said much on the 


that principle ia mental philoso- | 


s latter gertleman, I think, calls it . 


metaphysician, pushing his researches furihest and | 


deepest into that occult science, dream that would 
come to pass which we have discovered and clearly 


developed—that is, that two subjects so unlike as | 


an appropriation to a road in 3840, and the tactics 


| proper in Indian war in 1811, were not merely 
` akin, but actually, identically the same. 


Mr. Speaker, this discussion, I should think, if 


' not absolutely absurd and utterly ridiculous, which 


my respect for the gentleman from Michigan and 


the American Congress will not allow me to sup. | 
pose, has elicited another trait in the American || 


character which has been the subject of great ad- 
miration with intelligent travellers from the old 
world. Foreigners have admired the ease with 
which we Yankees, as they call us, can turn our 


` hands to any business or pursuit, publie or private; 


and this has been brought forward by our own 


republic, is a being very far superior to the same | 


animal in other parts of the globe less favored than | be fi 
A proof of the most convincing character |, 9e forgotten. 


of this truth, so flattering to our national pride, is | 


ours. 


exhibited bef.re our eyes in the gentleman from 
Michigan delivering to the world a grave lecture 
on the campaigns of Gen. Harrison, including a 


; variety of very interesting military events in the 


: years 1811, 1812, and 1813. 


Ta all other coun- 
tries, and in all former times, before now, a genile- 


, maa who would ei her speak or be listened tr, on 


t ject war, involving s iticisms on .; Besa ; 
jp Een ect OF wey Involve saoud elie ea : the spear;” that is, his ‘“war-her:e whose neck is 


: Strategy, and careful rev:ews of marches. seizes, 


bates, rezular and casual, and irregular ons laughts, 
would be required to show, first, that he had stu- 
died much, investigated fully, and -digested weil, 
the scienc? and history of his subject. But here, 
sir, no such painful preparation is required; wit- 
ness the gentleman from Michigan. He has an- 
nounced te the House that he isa militia general 
on the peace establishmen:!!| That he isa lawyer 
we know, tolerably weil read in ‘Tidd’s Practice 
and Espanasses Nisi Prius. These studies, so hap- 


pily acapted to the subject of war, with an ap- . 


pointment in the militia in tims of peace, furnish 


, in time of peace is sure to pass. 


: of bis life seem to have been made, 


: on his crop-eared, bushy -taiied mare, 


take it to be beyond a reasonable doubt, that he 
had perused with great care the title page of “Ba- 
ron S:euben.” Nay, I go further; as the genile- 
man has incidentally assured us he is prone to look 
into musty and neglected volumes, I venture to as- 
sert, without vouching the fact from personal 


- knowledge, that he has prosecuted his researches 
aad made not ourselves - 
only, but the whole world bés debtors in gratitude, . 
by overturning the old wøfa out principles of the . 


so far, as to be able to know that the rear rank 
stands right behind the front. Thir,1 think, is 
fairly inferrible from what I understood him to say 


, of the two lines cf encampment at T ppecanoe. 

Mr. Speaker, there nave been many and pon- | 

derous vulnmes written, and various unctuous dis- | 
pine doctrines of “association.” - 
Scotch gentleman of no mean ` 


Thes we see, Mr. Speaker, that the gentleman 
from Michigan, so far as study can give us know- 
ledge of a subject, comes before us with claims to 
great profundity. But this is a subject which, of 
all others, requires the aid of actual experience to 
make us wise. Now the gentlemanj from Michi- 
gan, being a militia general, as he has told us, his 
brother officers, in that simple statement has re- 
vealed the glorious history of toils, privations, sa- 
crifices, and bloody scenes, through which we know, 
from experience and observaticn, a militia officer 
Weall, in fancy, 
now see the gentleman from Michigan in that 
most dangerous and glorious event in the life of a 
militia general on the peace establishmen'—a pa- 
race day! Theday for which all the other days 
We can se2 
the troops in motion; umbrellas, hoe and axe han- 
dies, and other like deadly implements of war over- 


| shadowing all the field, whea lo! the leader of the 


host approaches, 
“Far off hia coming shines; 


his plume, white, after the fashion of the great Bo- 
rubon, is of ample length, and reads its doleful 
history in the bereaved necks and bosoms of forty 
neighboring hen-roosts! Like the great Suwarcff, 
he seems somewhat careless in forms and points of 


|. people as a proof that man, in this great and free | dress; hence his epaulettes may be on his shoul- 


ders, back or sides, but still gleaming, gloriously 
gleaming in the sun. Mounted he is, too, let it not 
Need I describe to the c lonels and 


` gencrals of this honorable House the steed wh'ch 
i: heroes bestride on such occasions? No,I see tte 


memory of other days is with you. You sce be- 
fore you the gentleman from Michigan mounted 
he singu'ar 
obtiqaities of whose hinder limbs is described by 


: that most expressive phrase, ‘sick e hams”— her 
. heighth just fourteen hands, “all toid;” yes, sir, there 


: e'othed with thunder.” 
i glowing descriptions in history ef Alexander the 


him at once with all the knowledge necessary to |: 
discourse to us, as from high anthority, upon all the |. 
mysteries in the -trade of death.” Again, Mr. ` 


Speaker, it must occur to every one that we; to 
whom these questions are submitted and these crili- 
cisms are addressed, being all colonels at least, and 


most of us, like the gentleman himself, brigadiers, į 
i it i % a . . 

are, of all corceivable tribunals, best qualified to © nation wherewith ine Ronan Fabius filed tha. 

` skilland courage of Hannibal. treat 

an impression that I am about to discuss one or the ` dered, and troops and general, ina twinkling, are 


| other of the military questions now before usat : fonnd safely bivouaced ia a neigh"oiing grocery ! 


decide any nice point connected with military 
science. I hope the House will net be alarmed by 


length, but I wish to submit a remark or two, by © 


way of preparing ws for a proper appreciation of ‘. and chaffed with the untoward events of the day, 


i your general. unsheaths h’s tren: haut blade, eigh- 


the meri’s of the discourse we have heard. I trast, 
as we are all brother cflictrs, that the gentleman 
from Michigan and the two hundred and forty colo- 
nels or geserals of this honorable House, will re- 


ceive what I have to say as coming from an old : 
brother in arms, and addressed to them in a spirit ; 


of candor, i 
‘Buch as becomes comrades free, 
Reposingafier victory.” 
Sir, we all know the military studies of the gen- 


a 
|: 
i 
H 
i 


you ree his “steed that laughs atthe shaking of 
Mr. Speaker, we have 


Great and his war-horse Bucephalus, at the head 
of the invincible Macedonian phalanx, but, sir, 
such are the improvements of modern times, that 
every one must see that our militia general, with 
his crop-eared mare, with bushy. tail and sickle 
ham, would literally frighten off a battle field an 
handred Alexanders. But, sir, to the history of 
the parade day. -The general thus mounted and 


- equ‘pped is in the field, and’ready for action. On the 
: eve of some desperate enterprise, such as giving 


order to shoulder arms, it may be, th«re occurs a 
crisis, one of the accidents of war which no saga- 
city could foresee or prevent. A cloud rises and 
passes over the sun! Here an occasion occurs 
for the display of that greatest of all traits in the 
character of a commander, that tact which enabl.s 
him to seize upon and turn.to good acconnt 
events unlooked for as they arise. Now for the 


A retreat is or- 


But even here the general stil! hasrcem for the 
exhibition of heroic deeds. Hot from the field, 


teen inches in length, as you will well remember, 
and with an energy and remorseless fury he slices 
the watermelons that lie in heaps around him, and 
shares them with his surviving friends. O:her of 
the sinewsof war are not wanting here. Whis- 
key, Mr. Speaker, that great levilier of moJern 
times, ig here also, and the shells. of the waterme- 
lons are filled to the brim. Here again, Mr. 


tleman from Michigan before he was promoted. I | Speaker, is shown how the extremes of barbarism 
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and civilization meet. As the Scandinavian heroes 
of old, after the fatigues of war, drank wiue from 
the skulls of their slaughtered enemies, in Odin’s 
Halls, so now our militia general and his forces, 
from the skulls of melons thus vanquished, in copi- 
ous draughts of whiskey assuage the heroic fire of 
their souls, after the bloody scenes of a parade 
day. Bat, alas, for this short-lived race of ours, 
all things will have an end, and so even is it with 
the glorious achievemen's of our general. Time is 
on the wing, and will not stay his fi'ght; the sun, 
as if frightened at the mighty events of the day, rides 
down the sky, and atthe close of the day when 
“the hamlet is still,” the curtain of night drops 
upon the scene; 

“And glory, like the phanix in ite fires, 

Exhales ita odors, blazes, and expires.” 

Sach, sir, bas been the experience in war of the 
gentleman from Michigan. We know this from 
the simple annunciation that he is and has been a 
brigadier of militia in time of peace; and now, 
having a fall understanding of the qualifications of 
our learned general, both from study aad practice, I 
hope the House will see that it should give its pro- 
found reflection to bis discourses on the art of war. 
And this it will be more inclined to, when we take 
into view that the gentleman has, in his review of 
General Harrison’s campaigns, modestly imputed 
to the latter great mistakes, gross blunders, imbe- 
cility, and even worse than this, as I shall show 
hereafter. The force, too, of the lecture of our 
Jearned and experienced friend from Michigan is 


certainly greatly enhanced, wh:n we consider ano- | 


ther admitted fact, which is, that the general whose 
imbecility and errors he has discovered had not, 
like the gentleman from Michigan, the great ad- 
vantage of serving in watermelon campaigns, but 
only fought fierce Indians in the dark forests of 
the West, under such stupid fellows as Anthony 
Wayne, and was afterwards appointed to the com- 
mand of large armies by the advice of such an in- 
experienced boy as Gov. Shelby, the hero of King’s 
Mountain. 
And now, Mr. Speaker, as I have the temerity to 
Æ entertain doubts, and with great deference to differ 
-7 “in my opinions on this military question with the 
gentleman from Michigan, I desire to state a few 
historical facts concerning General Harrison, whom 


the general from Michigan has pronounced inca- | 


pable, imbecile, and, as 1 shal! notice hereafter, 
something worse even than these. General Harri- 
son was commissioned by General Washington an 
officer in the regular army of the United States in 
the year 1791. He served as aid to General An- 
thony Wayne, in the campaign against the In- 
dians, which resulted in the battle of the Rapids of 
the Maumee, in the fall of 1794. Thas, in his 
youth, he was selected by tteneral Wayne as one 
of his military family. And what did this youth- 
fal officer do in that memorable battle of the Ra- 
pids? Here, Mr. Speaker, Jet me summon a wit- 
ness merely to show how military men may differ. 


The witness I call to controvert the opinion of the | 
entieman from Michigan is General Anthony | 
Wayne. In his letter to the Secretary of War, | 


giving an account of the battle of the Rapids, he 


says: 

“My faithful and gallant Lieutenant Harrison 
rendered the most essential services, by communi- 
cating my orders in every direction, and by his 
conduet and bravery exciting the troops to press 
for victory.” 

Sir, this evidencs was given by General Wayne 
in the year 1794, some time, I imagine, before the 
gentlemen from Michigan was born, and iong be- 
fore he became a militia general, and long, very 
long, before he ever perused the title page of Baron 
Steuben. Mr. Speaker, let me remind the House, 
in passing, that this battle and victory over the In- 
dian forces of the Northwest, in which, according 
to the testimony of Gen. Wayne, “Lieutenant Har- 
rison rendered the most essential services by his 
conduct and bravery,” gave peace to an exposed 
line of frontier, extending from Pittsburgh to the 
southern borders of Tennessee. It was, in truth, 
the close of the war of the Revolation, for the In- 
disns who took part with Great Britain in our Re- 
volutionary struggle never laid down their arms 
until after they were vanquished by Wayne in 
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We now come to see something of the man, the 
general, whose military history our able and exp’- 
rienced general from Michigan has reviewed. We 
know that debates like this kave sometimes been 
had in the British Parliament. There, I be- 
lieve, the discussion was usually conducted by 
those in the House who have seen, and not 
merely heard, of service. We all know that Colc- 
nel Napier has, in several volumes, reviewed the 
campaigas of Wellington, and criticised the move- 
ments and merits of Beresford, and Soult, and Mas- 
sena, and many others, quite, yes, Tsay quite as 
well known in military history as any of us, not 
even excep‘ing our general from Michigan. We 
respect the opinions of Napier, because we know 
he not only d¢hought of war, but that he fought 
too. We respect and admire that combination of 
military skill, with profound statesmanlike views, 
which we find in ‘“Cesar’s Commentaries,” because 
we know the “mighty Julius” was a soldier, trained 
in the field, and inured to the accidents and dangers 
of war. But, sir, we generals of Congress require 
no such painful discipline to give value to our 
opinions. We men of the 19th century know all 
things intuitively. We understand perfectly the 
‘military art by nature. Yes, sir, the notions of the 
gentleman from Michigan, agree exactly with a 
sage by the name of ‘‘Dogberry,” who insisted that 
‘reading and writing come by nature.” Mr. 
Speaker, we have heard and read much of “the 
advance of knowledge, the improvement of the spe- 
cies, and the great march of mind,” but never till 
now have we understood the ex'ent of meaning in 
these pregnant phrases. For instance, the gentle- 
man from Michigan asserts that General Harrison 
has none of the qualities of a general, because, at 
the batile of Tippecanoe he was found at one time 
at adistance from his tent, urging his men on to 
battle. He exposed his person too much, it seems. 
He should have staid at his tent, and waited for the 
officers to come to him for orders. Well, sir, see 
now to what conclusion this leads us. Napoleon 
seized a standard at Lodi, and rushed in front of 
his columns across a narrow bridge, which was 
swept by a whole park of German artil‘ery. Hence, 
Napoleon was no officer; he did not know how to 
command an army. He, like Harrison, exposed 
his person too much. Oh, Mr. Speaker, what a 
pity for poor Napoleon that he had not studied Steu- 
ben, and slaughtered water-melons wiih us natural 
born generals of this great age of the world! Sir, 
it might have altered the map of Europe; nay, 
changed the destinies of the world! 


Again: Alexander the Great spurred his borse 


across the Granicus, to rout the Persians who stood 
fall opposed on the other side of thestream. True, 
this yowh conquered the world, and made himself 
masier of what had constituted the Medean, 
Persian, Assyrian, and Chaldean empires. Stil, 
according to the judgment of us warriors by nature, 
the mighty Maceicnian would have consulted good 
sense by coming over here, if, indeed, there were 
any here hereabouts in those days, and studying, 
like my friend from Michigan, first Tidd’s Practice, 
and Espanasse’s Nisi Prius, acd a little snatch of 
Steuben, and serving as a general of militia awhile. 
Sir, Alexander the Great might have made a man 
of himself in the art of war, had fe even been a 
member of our Congress, and heard us colonels dis- 
cuss the subject of an afternoon or two. Indeed, 
Alexander, or Satan, I doubt not, would have im- 
proved greatly in strategy by observing, during this 
session, the tactics of the Administration party on 
the New Jersey election question. Mr. Speaker, 
this objection to a general, because be will fight, is 
not original with my friend from Michigan. I re- 
member a great authority, in point, agreeing with 
the gentleman in this. In the times of the Henrys, 
4th and Sth, of England, there lived one Captain 
Jack Falstaff. If Shakspeare may be trusted, his 
opinions of the art military were exactly those of 
the gentleman from Michigan. He uniformly de- 
clared as bis deliberate judgment on the subject, that 
“discretion was the better part of valor;” and this 
is an authority for the gentleman. But who shall 
decide? Thus the authority stands—Alexander the 
mighty Greek, and Napoleon Bonaparte, and Har- 
rison; on one side, and Captain John Falstaff and 
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the General from Michigan on the other! Sir, I 
must leave a question thus sustained by authorities, 
both ways, to posterity. Perhaps the lights of an- 
other age may enable the world to decide it, I con- 
fess my inability to say on which side the weight of 
authority lies. 


I hope I may obtsia the pardon of the American 


Congress for adverting in this discussion to another 
matter, gravely put forward bythe gentleman from 
Michigan. 
spect to that gentleman, I must be allowed to say 
that his opinions, (hastily I am sure,) obtruded on 
the House on this military question, can only be 


Without the slightest feeling of disre- 


considered as subjects of merriment. 

Bat I come to notice, since I am compelled to it, 
one observation of the gentleman, which I feel 
quite certain, on reflection, he will regret himself. 
In a sortof parenthesis in his speech, he said that 
a rumor prevailed at the time (al’uding to the bat- 
tle of Tippecanoe) that Colonel Joseph H. Davies 
of Kentucky, who commanded a squadron of ca- 
valry there, was, by some trick of General Harri- 
son, mounted, during the battle, on a white horse 
belonging to the General, and that, being thus con- 
spicuous in the fight, he was a mark for the assail- 


iog Indians, and fell in a charge at the head of his’ 


men. Thegen!leman says he does not vouch for 
the truth of this. Sir, it is well that he does not 
vouch here for the truth of a long exploded slander. 
It requires a bold man, a man possessing a great 
deal of moral courage, to make even an allusion to 
a charge such as that, against one whose only pos- 
sessions in this wor'd are his character for courage 
and conduct in war in his country’s defence, and his 
unstained integrity in the various civil offices it has 
been his duty to occupy. Did not the gentleman 
know that this vile story was known by every in- 
telligent man west of the mountains to be totally 
without foundation? Tae gentleman seemed to ap- 
peal to the gallant Kentuckians to prove the truth 
of this inuendo. He spoke of the blood of their 
countrymen so profusely poured out at Tippecanoe, 
as if they would give countenance to the idea that 
the gallant Davies, who fellin that engagement, fell 
a victim to the artifice of the commanding general, 
and their other gallant sons who fell there, were 
wantonly sacrificed by the gross ignorance of Ge- 
neral Harrison in Indian warfare. Now, sir, be- 
fore the gentleman made his appeal, he should 
have remembered a few historical facts, which, if 
known to him, as I should suppose they were to 
every other man twenty years of age in Western 
America, would make the whole speech of that 


gentleman little else than a most wanton insult to- 


the understanding of the people and Government 
of Kentucky. Let us briefly notice the facts. 


In November, 1811, the battle of Tippecanoe 
was fought. There Colonel Davies and Colonel 
Owens, with other Kentuckians, fell. These, says 
the gentleman, (at least he insinuates it,) were sa- 
crificed by either the cowardly artifice or by the ig- 
norance of General Harrison. Now, Mr. Speak- 
er, I abhor the habit of open flattery, nay, I do not 
like to look in the face of a man, and speak of him 
in warm terms of eulogium, however he may de- 
serve it; but, sir, on this occasion I am obliged to 
say what history will attest of the people of Ken- 
tucky. If any community of people ever lived, 
from the time of the dispersion on the plain of 
Shinar up to this day, who were literally cradled 
in war, it is to be found in the State of Kentucky. 
From the first exploration of the country by Daniel 
Boon up to the year 1794, they were engaged in one 
incessant battle with the savages of the West. 
Trace the path of an Indian incursion any where 
over the great valley of the West, and you will 
find it red with Kentucky blood. Wander over 
any of the battle fields of that great theatre of sa- 
vage war, and you will find it white with the bones 
of her children. In childhood they fought the In- 
dians, with their sisters and mothers, in their dwel- 
lings. In youth and ripe manhood they fought 
them in ambuscades and open baitle fields. Such 
were the men of Kentucky in 1811, when the bat- 
tle of Tippecanoe was fought. There, too, as we 
know, they were still found, foremost where life 
was to be lost, or glory won; and there they were 
commanded by General Harrison. Now, sir, if in 
that battle General Harrison had not conducted as 
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became a soldier and a general, would not such lantarmy of Kentucky looked round for a leader mind, gave riseto surprising results. The acci- 


men have seen and known it? Did Kentucky in 
1811, mourning as she then did the loss of one of 
her greatest and most valued citizens, condemn (as 
the gentleman from Michigan has attempted io) 
the conduct of the General who commanded in that 
battle? Let us see how they testified. 

In Janzary, 1812, two months after the battle of 
Tippecanoe, the Legislature of Kentucky was in 
session. On the 7th of January, 1812, the follow- 
ing resolution passed that body: 

“Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the State of Kentucky, That in the late cam- 

_ paign against the Indians upon the Wabash, Go- 
vemor William Henry Harrison has behaved like 
ahero, a patriot, and a general; and that for his 


cool, deliberate, skilfal, and gallant conduct in the |. 
battle of Tippecanoe, he well deserves the warmest ` 


thanks of his country and his nation.” 
Mr. Speaker, the resolution I have just read was 
aby by Jonn J. CRITTENDEN, now a Senator 
rom the State of Kentucky, whom to name is to 
call to the minds of all who know him a mar 
whose urbanity and varied accomplishments pre- 
sent a model of an American gentieman—whcse 
wisdom, eloquence, and in'egrity have won for him 
the first rank amongst American statesmen. Sech 
a man, with both branches of the Kentucky Leg's- 
lature, have testified, two months only after tLe 


event took place, that, in the campaign and batil: |: 


of Tippecanoe, General Harrison combined the 
skill and condact of an able commander with the 
valor of a soldier, and the patriotism of an Ameri- 
can. Who rises up twenty-eight years afterwards 
to contradict this? The young gentleman from M:- 
chigan ! 
bably conning Webster’s spelling book in some vil- 
lage school in Connecticut. Bat, Mr. Speaker, I 
must call another witness upon the point in issue 
here. On the 12th of November, 1811, the Terri- 
torial Legislature of Indiana was in session. This 
is just five days after the battle. That Legislature, 


through the Speaker of its House of Representa- , 
tives, General Wm. Johnson, addressed General | 


Harrison in the following terms: 
‘Sır: The House of Representatives of the In- 


diana Territory, in their own name, and ia tehalf `; 


of their constituents, most cordially reciprocate ihe 
congratulations of your Excellency on the glorions 
result of the late sanguinary conflict with the Saaw- 
nee Prophet, and the tribes of Indians confederated 
with him. When we see displayed in beha!f of our 
country nct only the consummate abilities of the 
general, but the heroism of the man; and when we 
take into view the benefits which must result to that 
coantry from those exertions, we cannot fur a mo- 
ment withhold our meed of applause.” 

Here, sir, we have two Legislatures of the States 
whore citizens composed the militia ferce at Tippe- 


canoe, grieved and smarting under the loss of their i 


fellow-citizens, uniting in solemn council in bear- 
ing their testimony to the skill and bravery dis- 


played by General Harrison in that batile, which | 
the gentleman from Michigan, with a self-compia- | 


cency that might well pass for insanity, now says 
he has discovered was marked by palpable incapa- 
city in the commanding General. But, Mr. Speak- 
er, 1 must call yet another, nay, several other wit- 
nesses, to confront the opiaion of the Michigan 
General. 


In Angust, 1812, about nine months after the 
baitle of Tippecanoe, news of fearfal import con- 
cerning the conduct of General Hall, reached Ohio 
and Kentucky. Our army bad fallen back on De- 
trot, and rumors of the surrender of that place to 
the British, which did actually take place, were 
floating on every breeze. Three regiments of mili- 
tia were immediately raised in Kentucky. Before 
these troops had taken the field, it was well known 
that our army under Hall, with the whole Territo- 
ry of Michigan, had been surrendered to the com- 
bined British and Indian forces, commanded by 
Brock and Tecumseh. Our whole frontier in the 
Northwest lay bare and defenceless to the invasion, 
not only of the British army, but the more terrible 
incursion of a savage foe, hungry for plunder and 
thirsting for blood, led on by the most bold and ac- 
complished warrior that the tribes of the red man 
had ever preduced. In this state of peril, the gal- 


He who, at the time referred to, was pro- |: 


equal to the imminent acd momentous crisis. 
here was Scott, the then Governor of Kentucky, 
who had fought through the Revolutionary war, 
acd under the eye of Washington had risen to the 
rank of brigadier in the regular service. ‘There, 
too, was the veteran Shelby, one of the heroes of 
King’s Mountain, a name that shall wake up the 
tones of enthusiasm in every American heart while 
| heroic courage is esteemed, or lofty integrity re- 
. mainsa virtue. There, too, was Clay, whose trum- 
; pet tongne in this hall was worth a thousand cannon 
i` In the field. These were convened in council. 
This, let us not forget, was about nine months after 
|, the battle of Tippecanoe. Whom, sir, I ask, did these 
i: men select to lead their own friends and fellow-ci- 
tizens on to this glorious enterprise? 


ro 


ii by one of their own cit'zen’; yet passing by Scott 
|; and Shelby, and thousands of their own brave sons, 
l; this council called General Harrison, then Go- 
vernor of Indiana—he who had commanded Ken- 
tuckians but nine menths before at Tippecanoe—he 


he, against the laws of Kentucky, was by such a 
council asked to resign his station as Governor of 
Indiana, and take the rank and commission of 
Major General in the Kentucky militia, and lead 
on her armies in that fearful hour, to redeem our 
|: national disgrace, and snatch from British domi- 
i; nation and savage butchery the very country now 
represented by the gentleman from Michigan. I 
: have yet one other witness ‘to call against the gen- 
i tleman fr2m Michigan. Sir, if the last rest of she 
illustrious dead is disturbed in this unnatural war 
': upon a living voldier’s honor, and a living pa- 
: triot’s fame, the fault is not mine. It will appear 
: presently that the gentleman from Mi-higan has— 
| Unwiltingly, it may be—dishonored and insulted 
:' tha dead, and charged the pure and venera‘ed 
Madison with hypocrisy and falsehood. If Ge- 
neral Harrison had been the weak, wicked, or im- 
becile thing the gentleman from Micigan would 
now pretend, was notthis known to Mr. Madison, 
then President of the United S'ates, who gave the 
orders under which General Harrison acted, and 
to whom the latter was responsible for his conduct? 
Sarely no one can suppose that there were want- 
ing those who, if they could have done so wih 
truth, would bave made known any conduct of 
General Harrison atthe time referred to which 
seemed in any degre2 worthy vf reprehension. 
With all these means of information, what was 
the testimony of Mr. Madison respecting the battle 


his message to Congress about a morth after the 
event. The message is dated 18th December, 
1811, and reads as follows: 

“While it is deeply lamented that so many va- 
luable lives have been Jost in the action which took 
place cn the 7b ultimo, Congress will see with sa- 
tisfaction the dauntless spirit of fortitude victorie 
ously displayed by every description of troops en- 
gaged, as well as the collec'ed firmness which dis- 
tinguished their commander on an occasion re- 
quiring the utmost exertions of valor and disci- 
pline.” 

Mr. Speaker, I have no pleasure in thus reca- 
pitulating and piling proof upon proof to repel an 
insinuation, which I think is now apparent to all 
has been thrown out in the madness of party rage, 
without consideration, and founded only ona total 
perversion, or rather flat contradiction, of every 
historical record having relation to the subject. -` 
Something was said by the gentleman from 
Michigan about the encampment at Tippecanoe. 
I¢ E understood him rightly, he condemned it as in- 
jedicious,--because it had a river on one side and a 
morass on another. Now, Mr. Speaker, I shall 
give no opinion on the question thus stated; ‘but it 
just now oecurs to me that this very subject, 
which I think in the military vocabulary is called 
castrametation, admits of some serious: injury 
bearing upon the eriticism under consideration. In 
almost all scientific research, we find that what is 
now reduced to system, and arises to the dignity of 
science, was at first the product of some casualty, 
which, falling under the notice of some reflecting 


s Their laws | 
required that their militia should be commanded | 


of Tippecanoe? . I will quote his owna words from . 


who, accerding to the gentleman from Michigan, | 
had shown no trait but imbecility, as an officer— 


; in his time. 


dental falling of an apple developed the great law 
of gravitation. I am sure I have somewhere 
seen it stated that Pyrrhus, the celebrated King of 
Epirus, who is allowed by all authority to have 
been the first general of his time, first learned to 
fortify his camp by havinza river in his rear and a 
morass on his flank; and this was first suggested to 
him, by seeing a wild bsar, when hunted to 
desperation, back himself against a tree or rock, 
that he might fight his pursuers without dan- 
ger of being assailed inhis rear. Now, sir, if I com- 
prehend the gentleman from Michigan he has against 
him on this point not only the celebrated king of 
Epiras, but also the wild boar, who, it seems, was 
the tutor of Pyrrhus in the artof castrametation 
Here, then, are two appoved authorities, one of 
whom nature taught the art of war, as she kndly 
did us colonels, and the other that renowned hero 
of Epirus, who gave the Romans so much trouble 
These authorities are near two thou- 


: sand years old, and, as far as I know, unquestioned, 


till the gentleman from Michigan attacked them 
yesterday. Here, again, I ask who shall decide? 
Pyrrhus and the boar on one side,and the gentle- 
man from Michigan en the other. Sir, I decline 
jurisdiction of the question, and leave the two har- 
dred and forty colonels of this House to settle the 
contest “non nostrum tantes componere lites.” ; 
Mr. Speaker, I feel it quite impossible to with- 
draw from this part of the debate without some 
comment on another assertion, or rather intimation, 
of the gentleman from Michigan, touching the con- 
duct of General Harrison at the battle of the 
Thames. All who have made themselves acquainted 
with tke history of that event, know that the order 
which the American army was to attack the ccm- 
bined foree of British and Indians at the Thames 
was changed at the very moment when the onset 
was about to be made. Tis order of the General 
drew forth from Commodore Perry and others, 
who were in the staff of the army, and on the 
ground at the time, the highest encomiums. The 


| idea of this chenge in the plan of attack, it is now 


intimated, was not original with General Harrison, 
but was, as the gentleman seems to intimate, sug- 
gested to him by another, who, it is said, was on 
ground at the time. Who that other person is, or 
was, the gentleman has not said, but seemed to inti- 
mate he was now in the other end of the capitol‘ 
and thus we are led to suppose that the gentleman 
intends to say that Colonel Johnson, the Vice Pre- 
sident, is the gentleman alluded to. Sir, I regret 
very much that the geatleman should treat histori- 
cal facts in this way. If there be any foundation 
for giving Colonel Johnson the honor of having 
su to General Harrison a movemen: for 
which the latter bas received great praise, why not 
speak out and say sc? Why insinuate? Why hint 
or suppose on a subject susceptible of easy ard 
positive proof? Does not the geatieman know that 
he is thus trifling wih the character of a soldier, 
playing with reputation dearer than property or 
life to its possessor? Sir, I wish to know if Col. 
Johnson, the Vice President of the United States, 
has, by any word or act of his, given countenance 
to this insinuation? It would be weil for all who 
speak at random on this subject to remember that 
there are living witnesses yet who can testify to the 
pointin question. It may not be amiss to remind 
some that there is extant a journal of Colore: 
Wood, who afterwards fellon the Niagara fron- 
tier. For the benefit of such, I too, will state whas<. 
can be proved in relation to the change mate Bg 
General Harrisen in the order of attack atri. 
Thames. - sae 

The position of the Brilish and Indians had beea 
reported to General Harrisen by volunteer effisers 
—brave men, itis true, but who, like many of us, 
were officers who had not seen a great deal of hard 
fighting. On this report the order of attack first 
intended was founded, but, before the troops were 
ordered on to the attack, Colonel Wood was sent 
to examine and rep rt tbe extent ef front eceupied 
by the British troops. Colonel Wood’s military 
eye detected at once what had escaped the un- 

ractized observation of the others—that is, that the 

ritish regulars were drawn up in open order— 
and it was on bis report that, at the moment, the 
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was made by General Harrison in the order 
of the attack—a movement which, in the estima- 
tion of such men as Wood and Perry, and Shelby, 
was enough of itself to entitle General Harrison 
to the highest rank among the military men of the age. 

Mr. Speaker, when I review the historical test.- 
mony touching this portion of General Harrison’s 
history, I confess my amazement at the Quirotic, 
(I pray my friend from Michigan to pardon me,) 
bat I must call it the Quixotic exhibition which he 
has made of himself. Sir, the gentleman had no 
need to iell us he was a general of militia. His 
conduct in this discussion is proof of that—strong 
even as is hisown word for the fact. He bas 
shown all that reckless bravery which has always 
characterized our noble militia, but he has also, in 
this attack, shewn that other quality of militia 
troops which so frequently impels them to rush 
blindly forward, and ofien to their own destruction. 
I shoald like to hear many of the brave men around 
me spcak of General Harrison. Some there are 
now under my eye who carry British bullets in 
their bodies, received while fighting under the 
command of Geaeral Harrison. I should be glad 
te hear my whole-souled and generous-bearted 
friend from Kentucky, (Major Poruzr,) who 
agrees with the gentleman trom Michigan in gene- 
ral polities, who has not merely heard of battle, 
but who has mingled in war in all its forms, and 
fought bis way from the ranks up to the head of a 
battalion—I say I should be glad to hear his opi- 
nions of the matters asserted, hinted at, and si- 
nuated ty the gentleman from Michigan. 

Why, I ask, is this attempt to falsify the com- 
mon history of our country made now, and why is 
it made here? Is it vainly imagined that Congres- 
sional speeches are to contradict accredited, long- 
known historical facts? Does the fierce madness 
of party indulge a conception so wild? 

Sir, I repeat, that I feel only amazement at such 
an attempt. I could not sit still and witness it in 
silence. Much as I desired to speak to the House 
and the conntry on the question touching the Cum- 
berland road, I should have left it to others had I 
not been impelled to get the floor to bear my testi- 
mony against the gross injustice which I thought 
‘was about to be done to a citizen—an honored 
cherished citizen of my own State. This House 
Mr. Speaker, knows that I am not given to much 
babbling here. Yes, sir, you all know that, like 
Balaam’s ass, I never speak here till I am kicked 
into it. I may claim credit, therefore, for sinceri- 
ty, when I declare that a strong sense of justice 
alone could have called me into this debate. Let 
me now remind gentlemen who may be tempted 
into a similar course with my frend from Michi- 
gan, that all such efforts must recoil with destruc- 
tive effect upon those who make them. Sir, it has 
been the fortune of General Harrison to be identi- 
fied with the civil and military history of this coun- 
try for nearly half a century. What is to be gain- 
ed, even to party, by perverting that history? 
Nothing. You may biot out a page of his bi- 
ography here, and tear out a chapter cf history 
there; nay, you may, in the blindness of party 
rage, rival the Vandal and the Tark, and barn up 
all your books, and what then have you effected? 
Nothing but an-insane exhibition of impotent party 
violence. General Harrison’s history would still 
remain in the memory of his and your cetempora- 
ries; and:eoming events, not lung to be delayed, 
_ will show to the world that his history, in both le- 
` gislation and war, dwells not merely in the memo- 
. fies of his countrymen, but is enshrined in their 
“gratitude and engraven upon their hearts. 

_ Dit. Speaker, I come now to the discussion of 
‘What is really the question before the House, and, 
with the hope that I may be entitled to the floor on 
Monday, I will, if it be the pleasure of the House, 
give way for a motion to adjourn. If J can obtain 
the floor on Monday, I promise the House that 
nothing shall tempt me to wander from the qués- 
tion touching tbe appropriation for the Cumber- 
land road, a work which. if it be not crushed by the 
wretched policy of this Administration, will reflect 
as much glery upon your civil history as the deeds 
of the great aud patriotie citizen whose conduct I 
have been compelled to notice, ever did upon your 


military annals. 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Alford. 


SYNOPSIS OF THE SPEECH OF 


MR. JULIUS C. ALFORD, 
OF GEORGIA, . 
In the House of Representative “June, 1840, against 
the Sub-Trkasiry Bill. 

Mr. Coorxr, of Georgi tained the floor, and 
remarked that he had pert ned the speech he in- 
tended to make in favor of the bill, in hope that some 
of his colleagues, op ?to the measure, would 
have preceded him in the débate. Mr. Arrorp said, 
if my colleague will yield the floor, I will oblige him. 
Mr. Cooper gave way, and 

Mr. ALFORD said: Mr. Chairman, I am opposed 
to the sub-Treasury scheme, and have been from the 
time it was first recommended by Mr. Van Buren to 
Congress. Upon this question I differ with three 
of my colleagues, the two who have addressed the 
committee, (Messrs. BLacx and Cotguitt,) and 
my friend who has so kindly allowed me to go be- 
fore him in this debate, (Mr. Coorzr.) Before I 
enter upon the merits of the bill, I will say a word 
in reply to my colleagues, who have labored to “ de- 
fine” their new “ position.” 

My colleagues who have addressed the committee 
admit, in this debate, that they are now supporting 
Mr. Van Buren, because he is a sub-Treasury Presi- 
dent. When they were elected by the State Rights 
party of Georgia, he was then, as he now is, an ad- 
vocate of this scheme, and they knew it; so were 


they, but still, at that time they wer’ opposed to Mr. p 


Van Buren. -They allege that this measure is the 
sole cause of their adhesion to the party, and that it 
is justly considered by themselves the true test of 
their political faith. It would look better if they had 
said so before the election, to the people of Georgia, 
and notcome into Congress the friends ofthe scheme, 
and the enemies of the President, and now avow 
themselves the friends of both. They allege that 
they have been “proscribed” by the State Rights 
party on account of this measure. I answer, not so. 
The people elected them with a full knowledge of 
their friendship for this system of finance ; in fact, 
we agreed that a difference of opinion on this ques- 
tion should not separate us as a party. Accordingly 
the people elected us; we came here—six of us “are 
as we were; you are in a new “ position,” easily 
« defined.” You are Van Burenized in full; gone 
over “horse, foot, and dragoons.” You have not 
been “ proscribed” because you support the measure. 
No such thing.. You are rejected because you sup- 
port the man—the head of the party. 

You, gentlemen, place what you are pleased to 
call your defence on a false issue. You allege that 
you are “ proscribed” for your devotion to principle. 
Not so. The action of the people is founded upon 
the opinion that you have deserted them, and gone 
over to Van Buren ; and that is the true issue. 
people of the State Rights party have rejected you, 
because they believe you have joined the side of 
power, at a time when every patriot should be true 
to the people. You “appeal” from their decision ; 
that is, from your friends to your enemies ; or, in 
other words, from your old friends to your new ones. 
These remarks are made “more in sorrow than in 
anger,” but they are necessary, after what you have 
said in your assumed “defence.” ‘They are neces- 
sary in behalf of the people, whom you charge with 
“ proscription,” and are necessary to a proper under- 
standing of our separation here—politically I mean, 
for I desire our personal relations should remain 
friendly, as they were in by-gone days. We marched 
in the same column; we fought in the same ranks ; 
we conquered in the same glorious cause, and tri- 
umphed over a common enemy ; but now, alas! 
when we should do battle again in the same cause, 
against the same enemy, you are found in his camp. 
I deplore the separation, but I cannot give up the 
contest. If I fall, I fall with my friends: that will 
be glory enough. If you are triumphant, you rise 
with your enemies, and that would dishonor you ; 
but whether you rise or fall, the great moral effect 
will be the same: that man who gains power or 
distinction by a desertion of his friends will sink at 
last, and die “ unhonored and unsung.” 

Mr. Chairman, I am now done with my colleagues, 
and their “ defence.’ I cannot answer all they have 
saidtime would fail, They have said much, and 
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written more. They feel, no doubt, the necessity of 
prompt “defence.” They are satisfied, I hope, after 
making a speech apiece, and answering every news- 
paper squib with a pamphlet, 

This act, for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, 


| and disbursement of the public revenue, is in itself 
: sufficiently explicit of its pretended character, and 


would seem to indicate some necessity for its passage. 


| To me the whole scheme appears deceptive ; and I 


believe, instead of what it purports to be, it is, in 
truth and fact, a bill to confirm and legalize the usur- 
ations of General Jackson in the person of Mr. Van 
uren and his successors. Itis a bill to give the 
President the supreme control of the people’s purse. 
In opposition to the whole bill, I lay down the pro- 
position that there is not now, nor ever has been, 
any necessity for such an act; or, in other words, 
that the existing laws are sufficient, if executed hy 
able and honest agents, to collect, keep safe, transfer, 
and disburse the public revenue. 
Under the act of 1789, and its various amendments, 


| we havea system of finance almost perfect; and no 


instance of a failure in its operations has occurred, 
to my knowledge, on account of the /aw, but in every 
instance the defalcations have been strictly personal, 
The law is good enough ; the fault is in those who 
administer it. We have a Treasury Department by 
law; we have a Secretary of the Treasury by law; 
we have collectors; we have auditors and clerks; 
and officers enough, God knows, all authorized by 
law; and we have e building large enough and strong 
enough to hold al! the gold and silver in America, 
What else do we need? Nothing but honest agents ; 
men capable and honest, and willing to do their 
duty. 

My colleague (Mr. Corauirr) asked emphati- 
cally, in his speech the othec day, what is the 
remedy proposed by those who oppose this bill? 
He said we had none. I have one of my own. I 
have not consulted anybody. I have kept it to 
myself for this moment. I meet his interrogatory. 
I answer it. My scheme is short, good, effectual, 
and all will agree it would do the work. Let alone 
the banks and sub-Treasury, and turn out of office 
every rogue in the Government, and appoint honest 
men in their stead. 

In this debate, now of six weeks’ duration, nota 
speaker, that I have heard, has noticed the fact that 
we have existing laws on this subject at all. This 
confusion comes out of the conflict of parties, and 
this unholy and unnecessary war upon the currency. 
It began with General Jackson and the Bank of the 
United States—it arose out of no necessity of a 
change of the deposites—it had its origin in political 
warfare. The bank would not support the General, 
and he went to war. He waged an exterminating 
warfare against the bank—he killed it off—he dug 
it up, and killed it over again—and ever since the 
death of the bank, the party have been making cap- 


. itel out of an unjust war against a dead enemy. 
| Every little Locofoco-Morus Multicaulis-Van Buren 


demagogue digs up the bones of the monster, and 


; pops off his blow-gun at the dead enemy, then throws 
; up his cap, and shouts for the sub-Treasury. Next 


| experiment, whether it would do or not. 
| used by the Government to help to kill the United 


; came the pet-bank system, which, in the hands of a 


tyrant master, fell at the first fire. There was no 
fair trial of this system. We cannot tell, from the 
They were 


States Bank, and were then thrust aside as useless 
allies, and are now denounced and abused by the 
party as rotten, insolvent, dishonest, and danger- 
ous monopolies. All I can say is, they are the work 
of the party. 

Mr. Chairman, the history of this war upon the 
currency is curious enough—it was all passion, no 
reason, As soon as General Jackson became angry 
with the State banks, he swore he would have no 
more to do with banks of any sort, and forthwith 
issued the famous specie circular, which was in itself 
the forerunner of this bill of abominations, and, in 
its practical effect, demonstrated a miniature picture 
of what is to be the widespread ruin of this last 
experiment upon the currency ; for truly, sir, the 
people cannot bear another. They are exhausted 
by the war on the banks, the specie circular, and 
the anticipated operations of the sub-Treasury._ 

The divorce of Government and banks began to 
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be felt with all ita force on the issuing of the specie 
circular. It was issued just about the time the 
western lands came into market. The rich office- 
holders hastened to the west, with great quantities 
of gold and silver, ready to meet the sales. The 
home of many a poor man was brought into market, 
and he had prepared himself with bills, that passed 
a week before for land, to buy his own improve- 
ments; but the day of sale came, and with it came 
the specie circular—his money would not buy his 
home, the speculator bought it over his head, and 
turned him out, with his wife and children, into the 
forest, homeless and houseless. This was one of 
the frst acts of this ruinous device of one currency 
for the Government and none for the people. 

Mr, Chairman, I have spoken of this bill—of what 
it purports to be. I have said I believed there was 
no necessity for such a law, and stated facts, in rela- 
tion to existing laws organizing the Treasury De- 
partment, showing the truth of that position. Ithes 
never been disproved—it cannot he. ‘The condition 
ef the finances before they were tampered with, and 
their condition now, is proof enough. Why, then, 
are we still urged to adopt this odious scheme—to 
make this fearful experiment? Is it not because it 
is to be an engine of political power in the hands of 
the President? Look at the nature and character 
of the whole plan—then contemplate its fearful con- 
sequences. First, its fine and costly buildings ; 
next, its strong boxes—these to be 'ocated at almost 
every strong pointin the Union; then comes its 
innumerable offices, all to be filled by the President 
with partisan slaves, removable at his will—collec- 
tors, receivers, keepers, messengers, turnkeys, rogues 
and runaways, swartwwouts, &c. Then there must 
be money raised, to be collected, safely kept, trans- 
ferred, and stolen. From a knowledge of the fact that 
more money would be needed to do all this than the 

ple would allow, and the fear that the bill would 
be defeated if the truth was made known, you have 
not specified the amount, but have appropriated the 
poe money without limitation as to the sum. 

ou dare not do it. You make a great splutter 
about your ways ard means. There are more ways 
than means—all ways and no means, and mean 
ways at that. No offence to the committee ; I only 
mean it is extremely deceitful to make such a parade 
about your money when you have not a dollar. 
You intend to get money, honestly if you can; but 
you intend to have it, any way. 

Mr. Chairman, I have said we should contemplate 
the fearful effects of the practical operation of this 
measure upon the people of this country. I may 
add, upon their Government, as well as their inter- 
est. Let us, in some measure, judge of the future 
by the past. ‘The anticipated operation of the sub- 
Treasury has already crippled your commerce, im- 
poverished your merchants, reduced the price of pro- 
duce as well as labor, and brought infinite distress 
upon the country. Compare our condition now, 
with what it was when the Administration came into 
power. Every honest candid man admits we are 
infinitely more oppressed now than we were at that 
time. I mean the people—I am one of them. It is 
true, these lordly office-holders say they can see no 
distress. They feel none, I dare say; they have 
high wages, paid in gold and silver, and cannot see, 
because they will not; they look over the heads of 
the people—they fix their sights too high: lower 
your sights, gentlemen—go with me to see the peo- 
ple. I will show you an alarming condition of things, 
if you will open your eyes—all mainly growing out 
of this thrice-rejected system. I will show you the 
judgments, executions, and sheriffs’ sales now in 
full play over the country. I will point to you the 
husband. leading his wife, followed by the weeping 
children, to the place of sale, all carrying the last 
bed, or horse, or cow, to be sold to pay a debt con- 
tracted before you made war on the banks and cur- 
rency, and which would have been easily paid but 
for your golden humbug. 

Mr. Chairman, I mentioned the effect on the peo- 
ple by your action on the banks. Your measures 
, have been directed mainly against the banks, and 
have been so harsh and tyrannical that they are all 
virtually closed. Whatever may be said against the 
banks, they are the only places where the people can 

get any money to pay their debts, and every effort 
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you make to ruin them tells upon the people. The 
banks furnish the only medium of circulation, an 

have all the gold and silver. Your oppressions con- 
strain them to curtail their discounts and call in their 
debts at this time of general distress. The effect is 
ruinous—adsolutely ruinous. Whetlier the banks 
were proper or not in the beginning, they are now a 
part and parcel of our system, and the means used 
to destroy them operate on the whole community. 
The people own the banks, and the people owe the 
banks. Their relations to each ether are mutual, 
and war upon one injures the other. I have been 
accused of being more friendly to the banks than 
formerly. I confess it. I resisted their creation ; 
but they were made, and have now become so blend- | 
ed with every order of society, in their interest and | 
transactions, that no patriot can refuse to sustain 
them as long as they conduct their business honest- ' 
ly. Iam a disinterested witness. I do not own a | 
dollar of their stock, Ido not owe them one cent. | 


Independent Treasury—Mr. 


I speak of facts as they are, and tell the plain truth. 
Let me say one word to you who now war against 
all banks to the knife, and the knife to the hilt— 
you may produce revulsion and revolution, but, short 
of that, you cannot change the order of society. 

I desire to say one word to my colleague (Mr. 
Coorzr) on the subject of banks. May T ask him 
what is the difference, in principle, of supporting 
banks and owning them? or, in other words, how 
can he consistently oppose all banks with such ve- 
hemence, and still be the owner of one himself? Is 
it right, in principle or morality, to oppose a bank | 
whose interest is regulated by law at six per cent., | 
and still be the owner of a bank authorized by law | 
to take the highest rate of interest it can get ! The ; 
one is regulated by law; the other has no bounds . 
but what are set by avarice and necessity. ! 

I am happy to see my colleague in such good . 
company. Our Senator (Mr. Lumprxrn) whispers j 
him closely. How softly he talks to my friend ! i 
How these gentlemen do nurse their infant Demo- | 
crats! Well, well, this looks strange to me! And, ! 
but the other day, when my colleague (Mr. Cor- j 
auırr) was about to speak to this question, I saw 
the old gentleman talking softly in his ear. Hea- 
vens! how these old folks do nurse their baby De- 
mocrats! It must be painful to memory ! 

Mr. Chairman, I now approach the last branch of 
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a 
ports, notwithstanding we have a tariff of duties now 


much too high. What isthe cause of this poverty 1 
Your sub-Treasury, your golden dreams, your tron 
times, your hard-money currency, have killed com- 
merce, broken the merchant, ruined the planter, and 
turned the mechanic out of employment. All this 
has come already from the anticipated operation of 
this accursed experiment. 


One more measure will result from this scheme— 
direct taxes. Your coffers must be filled. You had 
as well appoint your assessors and collectors of taxes 
at once, and go and demand gold and silver of the 
people to glut your avarice. Georgia has no strong 
box provided for our State. We must pay our 
taxes into Mr Calhoun’s department, and thus be 
made tributary to South Carolina. There is no 
justice, equality, honesty, or benefit in the whole de- 


vice. Itis an engine of power and oppression—a 


great political inquisition, to crush the people and 
the laws. When the power of this corrupt Admin- 
istration moves the lever and turns the screw, the 
body politic will be broken on the wheel, and the 
life’s blood of this nation will flow under its tortures, 
Let us wake up to our danger in time to defeat the 
election of the chief and author of this fatal device. 
Let us defeat Aim, and break the succession, or we 
shall be enslaved to others more vicious and tyrannical 


| than he is himself, We can achieve it if we will. 


this debate, and by far the most important. I will sg 
say a word on the cffect of this measure upon i 
the Government of the country and the liberty of the | 


people. 
what it will do, cannot be comprehended or foretold 
in all its direful effects. The President of the Uni- 
ted States began this system by seizing upon the 
purse of the people, in violation of law. He usurped 
the power of Congress, and claimed it for, himself. 
He removed the deposites. He arrested the power 
of legislation from the Representatives of the people, 
and exercised it himself in a tyrannical and unlaw- 
ful manner. He displaced an honest officer, and 
appeinted one subservient to his ambition. And his 
successor, who promises to tread in his footsteps, is 
now asking us to confirm in his hands the power 
thus obtained by usurpation and aggression; or, in 


other words, to give him the purse and the sword. | 


He desires to wear the uniform of Andrew Jackson, 
and control the people’s Treasury. He will look 
odd—a mock tyrant—a Kinderhook hero—a mon- 
key treading in the footsteps of a giant! The uni- 
form will not fit; the character will not suit; but | 
still the injury wiil be the same. All power is con- | 
centrated in the head of the nation. 

This measure will soon become a law; and the j 
President has the sword and the purse. All he lacks 
is an army, tokill those he cannot buy ; and he now | 
boldly demands a standing army of two hundred 
thousand men. Give him that, also, (as you will at 


What it has done, is easily understood; | 


last, I fear,) and in his person is concentrated all the 
powers of this natien, which rightfully belong to her 
people ; and he is emphatically a monarch, and under 
his reign we shall be slaves, if he should be re-elect- 
ed. The people are impoverished ; they groan under 
a mountain-weight of debt. Commerce does not 

afford a revenue. The chairman of the Committee | 
of Ways and Means dare not tel] the amount of our 
revenue; it is almost nothing. We are actually 
receiving comparatively nothing from duties on im- 


We have the meansin our own hands. The privi- 
lege of voting is still allowed us. Let us elect 
Wirrram Henry Harrison, and all will be right 
again; this scheme to ruin us will be dissolved ; con- 
fidence will be restored; and peace, good order, and 
prosperity will return to our borders. 


inet 


SPEECH OF Mr. MERRICK, 
OF MARYLAND, 
In Senate, January 23, 1840.—On the Sub- Treasue 
ry Bill, 
Mr. Situ, of Indiana, having concluded his re- 
marks in opposition to the bill— 


Mr. Merrick rose and said, he had understood 
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. Tappan) to say that if 
the debate was to progress further, he wished to 
have an opportunity ot delivering his opinions; 
and Mr. M.'s object in rising, therefore, was to say 
to the Senator that he (Mr. M.) also desired, and 
intended, to express his views befure the vote was 
taken,but would with pleasure give way, and allow 
the Senator from Ohio to precede him, if such was 
his wish. 

Mr. Tappan declining to address the Senate at 
all on the subject, Mr. Merrick proceeded to say 
that he felt it to be imperatively his duty to submit 
his views upon a question of such great moment, 
and so vitally interesting to his ov, immediate 
constituents, as well as to the whole country, advo- 
cated, as it had now been, upon grounds more ex- 
traordinary and more unjustifiable than any he had 
ever heard in this country. But as it was then late 
in the evening, (past five o’clock,) and the Senate 
must be already wearied by so protracted a sitting, 
he would move that the Senate do now adjourn. 
He should not have made this motion, late as the 
hour was, but that he desired an opportunity to 
lcok into and examine a large bundle of papers 
which he held in his hand, and which had been 


some time since communicated to the Senate bythe —™ 


Executive, in relation to the particular subject then « 
under consideration, and for the examination of ‘ 
which no opportunity had yet been afforded to the 
members of the Senate generally. It would be re- 
collected, he said, that those papers had been, when 
first presented to the Senate, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance; that committee had ever since 
retained possession of those papers, (he did not 
doubt from correct motives,) without causing them 
in the usual way to be printed for the use of the 
Senate. He had the day before applied to the 
chairman of that committee for the privilege of ex- 
amining them, and his request was promptly ac- 
ceded to; but it so happened that the Senate re- 
mained in session till a late hour that evening, and 
the papers not being exactly in place at the time of 
adjournment, be could not then get them; nor had 
he been able to see them at all until after the com- 
mencement of the session this morning, when the 
honorable chairman, (Mr. Waiaat,) with his char- 
acteristic politeness and courtesy, handed them to 
him in his place in the Senate. It was obvious to 
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all that there had been no opportunity since to give 
them the slightest examination.* 

The motion to adjourn being refused by a vote of 
the majority, Mr. Merrick again rose, and said he 
had always been reluctant to trespass upon the time 
and attention of the Senate; and he had felt a more 
than usual degree of reluctance to trouble the body 
with any remarks of his this evening, because the 
lateness of the hour and the wearied condition of 
the members, to say nothing of his inability to com- 
mand attention under the most favorable circum- 
stances, rendered it but too manifest that he should 
be addressing unwilling hearers. He had, too, 
really desired to examine the documents communi- 
cated by the Executive on this very subject, before 
he submitted his views upon it; which documents, 
as he had stated on moving for the adjournment, 

had, when first delivered to the Senate, been refer- 
red to the Committee on Finance, had ever since 
been retaiced by that committee without being 
printed, or any opportunity afforded to Senators to 
examine them, and of which, although he had be- 
fore endeavored, he had not been able to get posses- 
sion until after the commencement of the debate this 
morning, and then only through the courtesy of the 
honorable chairman. These papers might or might 
not contain information material, and important to 
be known and considered before the final decision 
of the question. He was himself unable to say 
what they contained; but it was fair to presume, 
as the Government had been at great pains to col- 
lect and communicate them to the Senate, that they 
contained something usefal in illustration of the 
operation of the principles of the bill under discus- 
sion; and he would not assume, though the refusal 
of an opportunity to examine them afforded room 
for such a suspicion, that they might contain some-. 
thing which some of the ardent friends of the pend- 
ing measure were unwilling to submit to private 
scrutiny or public view. Since, however, the ma- 
jority of the Senate had seen fit to refuse him the 
mdulgence, at all times promptly extended when 
asked for, with or without reason, to members on 
the other side, and within the last two days accord- 
ed fo the Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bn- 
CHANAN,) at an unusually early hour, he would 
without scruple or apology of any kind proceed to 
exercise his righ to express distinctly and fully his 
opinions upon this most unwise and pernicious 
measure, whether those opinions might be agreea- 
ble to gentlemen or not. He was fully determined 
that this attempt to smother debate should not be 
successful, so far as depended upon him at least. 
He had some rights there, as well as the majority ; 
they had the power to refuse an adjournment, al- 
though the day was spent, and thus endeavor to 
; preriade not only an examination of the documents 
e had referred to, but all farther discussion of the 
bill. But he must tej! gentlemen he had the power 
and the right to proceed in the discussion, afid that 
` right he was resolved to exercise. He knew full! 
well it was useless to address reasons or arguments 
of any kind in opposition to this measure to the 
majority of the Senate; they had determined to pass 
the bill, and would hearken to nothing that could be 
said, however demonstrative of its evil tendency. 
But there was yet a higher tribunal, having the 
most direct, deep, and abiding interest in this and 
all other measures passed upon here, to whom it 
was not useless to speak—he meant the freemen of 
this glorious Republic. They will inquire into, 
- judge, and determine upon the merits and demerits 
.of this and all other propositions entertained 
-by this body, and their determination will be ac- 
cording to the right and truth of the matter, in 
_ Spite of all the efforts which may be here made to 
the contrary. They, sir, will hold both majorities 
and minorities here to a just and strict accounta- 
bility. Before them, at least, I wish to stand justi- 
fied for the vote I am now about to give; and to 
them (since all further argument is manifestly lost 
upon this pei) I wish to be understood as now 
addressing myself. No, sir, I amspeaking too fast; 
I am too hamble an individaal, too little known to 
fame, to expect that my remarks will be considered 


* This bundle of papers consisted of statements 
furnished, agreeably to directions, by various con- 
suls and other agents of the Government of the 
United States, in a number of foreign countries, 
mostly European, showing the fiscal policy, mode 
of collecting, keeping, and disbursing the public 
moneys in those countries respectively, and the 
media in which their several public dues were col- 
lected. 
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or attended to by the whole, or any very large por- 
tion of the whole American people; but there is a 
small portion—a high-spirited, enlightened, and 
patriotic portion of those people, who will read and 
consider what I have to say—my own constituents. 
The people of Maryland have a right to know and 
judge of the reasons for the manner in which I ex- 
ercise the high powers they have deputed me to 
exercise here; and I shall now give them the rea- 
sons for my vote upon this bill, in the best manner I 
can, forced, as E am, by the majority of this body, 
to proceed instantly,all unprepared as I am for the 
discussion, or not at all. 

This debate, Mr. President, is, from the nature 
of the question involved, and the multifarious in- 


| terests mediately and immediately to be affected by 
| the adoption of the proposed policy, capable of be- 


ing made to take a most comprehensive range; but 
it shall be my study to abridge as much as possible, 


; passing entirely much that has been better said by 


abler men, and glancing only at some few of the 


| most prominent objections which present themselves 


to my judgment, desiring to consume no moretime 
nae is necessary to state them plainly and dis- 
tinctly. 

And now what is the proposition before us? The 
Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. Bucaanan) said 
the other day, in the argument he addressed to us 
on the subject, that it was{the most simple thing im- 
aginable. Itis nothing more, said the honorable 
gentleman, “than to deposite for safekeeping the 
public money with officers responsible to the Gov- 
ernment, instead of depositing it with irresponsible 
corporations.” How very, very simple! how harm- 
less! how innocent and unimportant the honorable 
Senator would make it appear! And yet, with all 
this insignificance and simplicity, it has unceasing- 
ly agitated the whole country for three years; and 
the united energies of the great and powerful party 
of which the gentleman isa most conspicuous mem- 
ber, though exerted throughout that whole period 
with unwearied perseverence, have not yet proved 
sufficient to ferce it upon a reluctant people. It is 
something more, then, than the harmless, simple, 
insignificant thing the gentleman represents it to be; 
and would be much more correcily characterized 
by striking out the whole description the gentleman 
has given of it, as well as the title now annexed to 
the bill, and inserting the following as its true title, 
viz: A bill to separate, as far as possible, the inter- 
ests of the Government and Government officers 
from the interests of the people, and to reduce the 
value of property, and the wages of labor, in the 
United States. This, sir, is certainly much more ex- 
pressive of the true nature and effects of the measure, 
than either the description given of it by the genue- 
man or the title it now bears. Letusexamineit. The 
Senator says it is to deposite the public money for 
safekeeping with officers responsible to the Gov- 
ernment, instead of irresponsible corporations. 


How are these officers more responsible to the Gov- | 


ernment than sound, solvent, and well-regulated 
banks? Ifthatsort of responsibilitylwhich results 
from being the mere creatures of the President, 
holding their offices at his will, and subservient, 
from that very tenure, in all things, both in keep- 
ing and disposing of the people’s money, to his 
pleasure, be the kind of responsibility to which the 
peneman alludes, and which the friends of this 
ill desire to establish, I grant you.it will be obtain- 
ed by this measure ; but if by responsibility is meant 
security for the money—assurance that it will be ap- 
plied only according to the will and wishes of the 
people themselves, as declared by their Represen- 
tatives—guaranty against defaults and embezzle- 
ment—I take issue with the gentleman, and deny 
that any one of these desirable and important ends 
will or can de as well attained by this measure as 
they have been, and can be again, by the modes of 
keeping the public money heretofore most com- 
monly practised by this Government. If there be 
any one bold enough to maintain that any amount 
of money will be safer in the hands of any of the 
individual receivers and keepers contemplated by 
this bill, especially if the amount which comes to 
his hands is fluctuating and liable occasionally to 
be large, much larger, as it often must be, than the 
Teal security afforded by any bond you can, in the 
nature of things, exact or obtain from any. of them, 
and when, therefore, your sole dependance for safe- 
ty is upon the honesty of the individual, than the 
same amount of money would be in a sound and 
solvent bank of large capital, where, in addition to 
the character and honesty of the officers of the 
bank, and the mutual check 


and guard each one of j 


these is upon another, you have as real, solid, sub- 
stantial security for your deposites, the whole capi- 
tal propery, and profits of the bank—I can only say, 
with such a one no argument can be maintained; 
for the same disregard of the natural relation of 
things would induce a denial of the simplest addi- 
tion of numbers, or the most palpable connexions 
of cause and effect. He might deny that two and 
two make four, or that the sun gives light in the 
heavens; noone could prove it to him by argument, 
nor would any one doubt such palpable truths be- 
cause of his denial. Then this claim for an 

greater responsibility for the public money, whic 

it is asserted this bill will afford, falls to the ground ; 
and there remain to recommend it to the favor of 
the American people, and justify its passage, only 
those incidental consequences, many of them here- 
tofore, and some, not the least important of them, 
now, for the first time, avowed and. declared to be 
desired and expected from it. And what arethey ? 
First, it is to discountenance, check, and reduce, if 
not totally to destroy, the credit system ; not the cre- 
dit system of the Government, for there is none such, 
except the credit given upon duties on imports, and 
the credit taken by the issue of Treasury notes, nei- 
ther of which has been objected to or proposed to be 
altered by any gentleman on the other side in my 
hearing; but the system of doing business and carry- 
ing on their exchanges upon credit, in useamong the 
people. And again, itis, by its express provisions, to 
require, after a very short period, the payment of all 
taxes and dues to the Government in gold and silver 
coin only, and consequentially to bring the whole 
country down to a pure metallic currency. Let us 
try these supposed good effects by what, to my judg- 
ment, are the only legitimate tests of the gooduess 
of the effects of any political measure ; let us inquire 
whether they are such as will produce the greatest 
amount of good tc the greatest number of free peo- 
ple; let us examine and determine whether they are 
to be beneficial to the many or the few ; and if found, 
upon this examination, tc be injurious to the great 
body of the people, and beneficial only to the few, 
and yielding that benefit, too, at the direct and im- 
mediate and heavy cost of the greater number, let 
us, as true Republicans, anxious to administer the 
Government in conformity to the great principles 
of equality which gave being to our institutions, 
reject and repudiate both the cause and the effect, 
the bill and these consequences. It is admitted, 
for it cannot be denied, that there exists in the 
country at this time general and wide-spread em- 
barrassment and distress. It is admitted, too, that 
this arises from a general indebtedness of the larger 
portion of society, in pe or less degrees, occa- 
sioned by the want of their usual and appropriate 
employments among the laborious, industrious, 
and enterprising classes, and the utter inability of 
the great body of the people to obtain, by the sale 
of either their property or the products of their in- 
dustry, the necessary means to meet and pay 
promptly their various pecunjary engagements. _ 

say nothing about the causes which produced this 
state of things; it boots not now to charge that home 
upon hands which, having dealt the blow, have also 
passed off the public stage. My business.is with 
the facts as they are, and I leave it to the secret’re- 
cess of every man’s own bosom to tell him if I have 
not stated truly his own or his neighbor’s Situation. 
A remedy proposed, as one of the effects to flow from 
this bill, is, a great reduction or total destruction of 
credit. That is, to require all debtors to forego any 
further indulgence upon the demands against them 

and promptly to come forward, raise the money, an 

pay oft their obligations at whatever sacrifice; and 
to take care, in the mean time, that no other debts, 
not even temporary and for necessaries, be contract- 
ed. Who are benefited by this—the debtors or the 
creditors? Let the debtor part of society answer 
for themselves. Which constitute the greater num- 
ber—the debtors, or the creditors? All] know the 
many are the debtors, and those who owe no debts 
the few and the very wealthy. Now couple with 
this the other branch of the proposition, that gold 
and silver coin only is to be used as a circulating 
medium; and who can contemplate the consequen- 
ces to the great body of the people, the debtor por- 
tion, without shrinking appalled by the spectacle it 
presents? At the very moment when a prompt 
settlement of all debts is demanded and insisted 
upon, you annihilate and strike from existence as 
money more than half the currency of the country. 
Down must go the value of property of all kinds to 


- the lowest imaginable eau EEI few, very few, 


can have money to buy with; and the earnings o 
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the whole past lives of the industrious and enter- 
rising farmers, mechanics, and all others who 
have remnants of debt hanging over them, must be 
sacrificed to pay those remnants of debt. Many a 
man and many a worthy family, now possessed of 
Gemfortable homes, and believing themselves inde- 
pendent in the possession of the fruits of by-gone 
ears of honest industry, will find themselves strip- 
of every thing, and driven forth from those 
omes and that independence, to begin the world 
anew, and toil daily for a mere subsistence. Who 
will acquire the property thus forced into the mar- 
ket, and sold at any sacrifice? Who bat your mo- 
ney-kings, your wealthy capitalists, your men with 
their tens of thousands of dollars of Avarded gold 
and silver? They anny acquire any amount of 
property they please. hey may become princes 
in wealth; whilst the many, the great mass, are 
beggared and ruined. The few will be enabled to 
appropriate to any extent they please, to their own 
exclusive use and benefit and enjoyment, the fruits 
of the industry and toil of the many ; and in no way 
are the many possibly to derive any even seeming 
equivalent ; unless, indeed, there be some among 
them simple enough to esteem the delight which 
the glitter and jingle of the pittance of gold and 
silver which they receive for their sacrificed prop- 
erty (during the short period it remains with them 
in passing from the purchasers of their homes and 
their all to the hands of their creditors) as anequiv- 
alent for their losses. You require the prompt pay- 
ment of all debts, and, at the same instant you re- 
quire this, you double the difficulty of paying them. 
You disregard the implied, though known and well 
understood, reference had by all persons in debt to 
the relative values of money and property and labor 
as they existed at the time of contracting those debts; 
and you practise upon them the cruel injustice of 
reducing by one-half the money value of all they 
have to pay with, and doubling at the same time 
the value of the money to be paid to their creditors. 
You beggar those in debt, and greatly enrich those 
to whom debts are due. You are adoptinga policy 
which must tend to “make the rich richer, and 
the poor poorer.” In no light in which I can view 
it, can I perceive any thing but injury and evil to 
flow from it to the many ; its benefits will inure ex- 
clusively to the salaried officers and to moneyed 
capitalist, at the direct and heavy costof the great 
mass of the citizens of the country. It cannot abide 
the test by which I have proposed to try it; it will 
not work by the good old republican rule of equal 
justice to all, and preferences for none. It has not, 
therefore, heretofore had, and can never have, my 
vote or sanction. Again, it hasbeen gravely urged 
‘by several of the prominent supporters of this mea- 
sure, as one of its most salutary effects, that it will 
reduce the wages of labor in this country, and bring 
them down to what gentlemen are pleased to call 
the specie standard ; that is, to the rates paid for 
wages to the laboring portions of the people in those 
countries where credit is very limited, and hard 
money is the only currency or circnlating medium. 
And it is argued that the high prices paid for wa- 
ges in this country are the great cause of all the 
distress which so extensively prevails. We are 
further told, with a seeming air of triumph, to con- 
template the advantages which several European 
countries enjoy over us, especially in manufactur- 
ing enterprises, by the low rates at which labor is 
to be hired there ; wages being lower in several of 
those countries, in proportion as there is credit, and 
they approach nearer to an exclusively metallic 
currency. Mr. President, this is an argument I 
never expected to hear inan American Senate. I 
did not think there was any man or any party bold 
enough to advance it in a republican country. And 
although I have long known and often contended 
that a great and ruinous reduction in the wages of 
labor was to be the inevitable consequence of any 
attempt to bring this country down to a merely gold 
and silver currency, I had hoped there was no one 
who would advocate the policy with such a view. 
I have often, in thinking of the consequences of the 
adoption of the poliey proposed by this bill, of its 
-many evil and pernicious consequences to the 
people of this country, contemplated the miserable, 
dependent, servile, and wretched condition of the 
working classes, in those countries where a similar 
licy prevailed ; and have shuddered to think a 
ike distress, misery, and dependence might be 
brought upon that most numerous and valuable 
rtion of my own fellow-citizens, if it became the 
aw of thisland. But till now I always supposed the 
advocates of the bill, blinded by party zeal, or de- 


\ worship of 


Independent Treasury—Mr. Merrick. 


ceived by their prejudices against banks, foresaw 
not this effect from it, and could not desire so to 
paralyze and cripple and blight the prospects of the 
working people of the country. I did not—I could 
not have believed that the worship, the idolatrous 
gold and silver, could ever so far get 

ossession of the hearts and minds of men in this 
and of liberty and intelligence, as to render them 
willing to forego the delight which must gladden 
all rightly constituted minds when they see around 
them, in every direction, among their fellow-citi- 
zens, joyous industry and smiling plenty and inde- 
pendence, and to offer these all upa sacrifice to the 
glitter and jingle of afew pieces of base coin. I 
had always known and believed that an abundant 
circulating medium, plenty without superabundance 
of money, was{the great stimulus to industry and 
enterprise of all kinds; promotive of moral and in- 
tellectual improvement, and productive of both na- 
tional and individual happiness and prosperity. 
Credit I had always considered, and still consider, 
the great lever by which the industrious, enterpris- 
ing, and intelligent portion of the people may raise 
themselves from the humblest to the highest condi- 
tions in life; and I have often rejoiced in my heart 
that the nature and genius of our laws and institu- 
tions, and the-habits of our country, afforded such a 
means for our young and active and intelligent 
men, who might have no capital but their personal 
energies and honest names to procure the facilities 
and means of carrying on, upon their own accounts, 
any branch of business—mechanical, agricultural, 
or any other; thus opening to them a ready ac- 
cess, by industry and perseverance, to independence 
and respectability; and so insuring, as an almost 
certain reward for well-spent seasons of youth and 
manhood, that great good, from all hope of which 
those born in a similarly humble condition in the 
older non credit-using, hard money countries of Eu- 
rope were and are forever cut off. I have ever re- 
joiced, and still rejoice, when I see an independent, 
spirited, bold, and honest laborer of this country 
going forth to toil, with all that self-confidence, 
energy, and cheerfulness, so naturally and constant- 
ly inspired by the consciousness that his day’s labor 
is to earn for him enough to give abundance and 
comfort to himself and ‘his family, and leave, be- 
sides, something to add to the capital he is endea- 
voring to accumulate for the independence of his 
advanced years. What American does not, who 
can fail to, rejoice at the contemplaton of the rapid 
advances made by our country in all the arts of 
civilization andimprovement? And who candeny 
that these have been the result of the facilities af- 
forded by credit, and the liberal rewards of labor, 
acting upon and stimulating to exertion the ingen- 
uity and industry ọf the great body of the people ? 
Where has intellectual and moral im 
been greater amongst any people on the face of the 
earth than among the inhabitants of this country ? 
Where are greater, or as great, results produced 
by the physical and intellectual energies of the same 
amount of population, asin these United States? 
And why is it that we have so far outstripped the 
inhabitants of your hard money countries? Why 
but because here every one has labored with the 
certain prospect of bettering his condition, and 
this bright and captivating prospect has animated 
the bosoms of our laboring people, and stimulated 
them to the utmost exertion of their every faculty; 
developed by constant attrition the hig mental 
wers of all; and so produced, and is still produc- 
ing, daily additions to the stock of human knowl- 
edge, and enlarging the sphere of human happiness 
and enjoyment. Cut off this prospect ; deaden this 
animating hope; let your working classes under- 
stand and know that, struggle as they may, they are 
never to rise, any of them, above their present hum- 
ble condition—and what is there leftto them worth 


- struggling for? Necessity will compel them to 


work for a subsistence; but where will be their 
present ardor—where their spirit of improvement— 
where their ever-sharpening, ever-brightening in- 
telligence? Dead, perished and gone, with the 
bright hopes which now stimulate and awaken 
them. They may perform the amount of labor 
imposed upon them by necessity ; but it will, it must 
be coldly and reluctantly done, without care as to 
manner or effect, and without the co-operation of 
the mind. Systems of policy may be adopted by 
Government, and do exist in your hard money Go- 
vernments, which enslave the bodies of the mass of 
the people, and reduce and keep them in the condi- 
tion of serfs and villeins; but mind, intelligence, 


- cannot be enslaved and made to drudge for a mas- 


rovement | 
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ter! There is something in this essence which will 
not endure servitude, and cannot be made to agt 
except by its own free impulses. If the body to 
which it belongs, and to govern and direct which 
is its office, is enslaved, it must dwindle and perish. 
by the irresistible laws of its nature. So we see in 
the whole history of the world, the freer the institu- 
tions of every people,the greater the developments 
of intellectual powers amongst them, and the great- 
er, consequently, the sum of their happiness and 
prosperity. And, on the contrary, the more the 
many are brought into subjection and subserviency 
to the few, the lower any people fall in the scale of 
being, and the less the sum of their enjoyment of 
the many blessings vouchsafed by the Creator to his 
creatures. It matters not how this subjection is 
brought about, whether by the strong arm of power 
directly exerted, or by covert and indirect govern- 
mental policy, The fatal effeets will be the same. 

Eut it has been argued that this reduction of the 
wages of labor is necessary to give protection to 
our manufacturers, and enable them to compete in 
the sale of their manufactures with those countries 
where wages are so very low. This position I can- 
not admit; and, even were itsound, [ would not 
consent to adopt a polie which should reduce our 
laboring population to the miserable condition of 
the peasantry and serfs:of Europe for such a pur- 
pose. But, sir, the position is unsound in itself, as 
the scope of a part of what I have already said tends 
to show. In the successful prosecution of the man- 
ufacturing and mechanic arts, you want something 
more than mere animal power—you want mind; 
you require skill and ingenuity as wel] as industry 
and economy. To obtain these in the highest de- 
gree of perfection, there must exist such a system 
of policy as is best calculated to call forth and elicit 
these powers and qualities. And that, as I have 
before said, is a system of liberal wages, liberal re- 
wards for the exertion of such powers, animating 
and cheering on the operative always to the exer- 
tion of all his powers, physical and mental, with the 
bright hope of elevating himself amongst his fellow- 
men. Let this description of men, too, as their 
characters become established, and their skill and 
ingenuity and practical knowledge are increased, 
be able to command, by a prudent use of credit, the 
means of owning and conducting, themselves and 
upon their own account, the different sorts of manu- 
facturing establishments, and rely upon it they will 
greatly more than make up in skill, in economy, in 
persevering industry, and inventive ingenuity, for 
any difference in the cost of mere labor. Dr. Frank- 
lin has said, - 

“He that by the plough would thrive, 
Himself must either hold or drive.” 

And the remark was wise and just, not only in ref- 
erence to agriculture, but to all other branches of 
human industry. Oppress youPlabor; bring the 
prices paid for manufacturing skill and industry 
down to the rates paid in your hard money coun- 
tries; destroy, at the same time, the credit system, 
and thereby preclude all but your great capitalists 
from conducting the business, and -participating in 
its profits, and you extinguish the lite-giving prin- 
ciple of your success. Your great capitalist will 
sit upon’ his bags of gold, doling out with niggard 
hand his pence to men every way his superiors, for 
their daily labor. His manufacturing establish- 
ments must be conducted by agents whom he will 
seek to oppress, and who will seek to cheat him in 
turn. And there will be nowhere acting, to any 
extent, any stimulus to, or efforts at, improvement; 
and the great mass of operatives, many of whom 
might, under a different policy, become useful and 
valuable to their country, will sink into sulhen in- 
difference and despondence. If an illustration of 
this is wanting, look to’ England, and contrast her 
with the countries on the continent of Europe. How 
far has ske outstripped them in all the multifarious 
branches of human industry? And why has she 
done so, but because of the greater developments 
of the mental as well as physical powers of her peo- 
ple, in consequence of the greater freedom of her 
institutions, the free use o credit, and abundant 
circulating medium? How very far has she got 
the start oL yonr non-credit-using, hard-money Gov- 
ernments of the continent ? But, far as she has the 
start of them, the American people are destined, 
unless crushed by unwise legislation, to get the lead 
of her equally far, by the time they shall have pass- 
ed from their state of adolescence as a nation ; be- 
cause our people are so much freer than hers, and 
our country possesses so many and such incompar- 


-ably greater advantages of ‘all kinds, than that. 
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money countries of the continent ; yet she competes 
4eith and triumphs over all of them in the markets 
of the world! But the wages of labor are low 
enough there, im all conscience, though much higher 
there than on the continent of Europe. Mr. Presi- 
dent, as it has been urged in sapport of this bill 
that one of its good effects will be to reduce the 
wages of labor in this counfry—mechanical, man- 
ufacturing, agricultural, and all others, of course— 
T have considered it material and important to in- 
quire to what extent this reduction was to take 


place. These wages, we are told, must come down | 


to the specie standard; and we have been referred 
to Germany and Holland, and other European 
countries, as examples of hard money currencies, 
and the cheapening effects of such currencies upon 
wages. Now, sir, as I wish the people to be in- 
‘formed on this subject, as well as ourselves, I have 
deen at the pains to hunt up some documentary evi- 
dence of the rates of wages in those countries, and 
will read them to the Senate, that the American 
people may see to what they are to be reduced, and 
make up their minds whether they are willing to 
submit to such rates, for the sake merely of a hard- 
money currency. 
wages in those countries, which I will read, taken 
from ‘' Porter’s Progress of the Nation.” 

“In November, 1833, instructions were sent by 
the British Secretary of State, Lord Palmerston, to 
certain British consuls residing abroad, requiring 
answers to certain questions having reference to 
the state of agriculture, and tothe condition of the 
agricultural peasantry within the districts of their 
consulates. Answers received from the consuls in 
various parts of France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
and Italy, have Jately been presented to Parliament; 
ie from these documents the following abstract is 
taken: 


RATES OF WAGES. 


wey ween 
Country | Description C828 g 
and district. | of laborers. se Aer 3 
SSE ES 
France. ¢ 
Calais | Ploughmen with with. 
\ Shepherds 
jiaborer | io: Iwith’t. 
Boulogne ‘Ploughmen o. with. 
Laborers - 5 with’t iwith’t. 
Havro ‘Farm serv’nts i 
generally |1600t02400| - jwith |with. 
Brest Do. 480101200} - | do. | do. 
Nantes Laborers - & with’t |with’t. 
Charante (Farm serv’nts A 
enerally | 600 to 160 - jįwith = |with. 
Bordeaux Laborers - 12to l5jwith’t |with’t. 
Bayonne Do. - 9 to 12} do. do. 
Marseilles |@hepherds [2000t02400) - [with ‘with 
{Laborers - $07) do. | do. 
Corsica Do. w | - ul with’t :with’t. 
Germany. ? 
Dan'zig H | Farm serv’nts, 520 to 640 - iwith = with. 
| Laborers | = i to 7iwith’s | do. 
Mecklenb’rg; Farm serv’nts|100 0 bo with do. 
i rers l - j with’t | do. 
Holstein [Farm serv’nte! 7361010001 - {with | do. 
¿Laborers | - 7 with’t ; do. 
Noetheri’da. | i | i. | 
8. Holland (Farm serv’nte 2000 ta2500 - with | do. 
Laborers | = 3to 4: do. do. 
N. Holland Do. { - ; {with’t jwith't, 
Friesland |Farm serv’nts! 508to 166£; ~ with jwith. 
borers | = | 6to l6jwith’t |with't. 
Antwerp ‘Farm serv’nte) 78 9 - with © jwith. 
, Laborers Í - 15 jwith’s iwith’t. 
W. Flanders! Farm sørv’nts! 960101040, - (with |with. 
Italy. 
Trieme. Laborere | ~- he lwit iwwitht, 
Do. | - 6 {with jwith. 
Istria Do. - Sto 1O0iwith’t Iwiih’t. 
Do. - 4to 5iwith with. 
Lombardy Do. - 4to §| do. do. 
Genoa Farm cerv’nts| 600101000) - do. do. 
Laborers - 5to 8j do.  |with’t. 
Do. - 12 with’t | do, 
Tuscany Farm serv’nts} 40 0 => |with j{with. 
with’t {with’t. 
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Now, sir, I am greatly in hopes our people will 
read and ponder over this table; they will there see 
that in France yearly wages for an able-bodied man 
range from 48 to 250 shillings, and day laborers 
get in that country from 4% to 15 pence per day; 
and whenever they get as much as 5 pence, they 
have to find themselves. In Germany wages are 
still lower, and range by the year between 52 and 
100 shillings, and day laborers receive from 4} to 
7 pence per day, and find themselves in food. In 
South Holland farm hands get by the year from 
200 to 250 shillings, and day laborers from 3 to 4 
pence per day, and are found, And so on, sir. 
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Labor is higher in Englane then in the hard- | 


Here are tables of the rates of 


: happil 
i cat, who was very apt to pounce upon and feast 


. trivances. 
. mance, and confidence sat upon his brow, as he 
. announced that he had discovered a remedy for the 
' evils they suffered, which was both simple and ef- 
` fectual; so simple, that the wonder was it had never 
| been thought of before; for it seemed to be pointed 


Whoever will take the trouble to examine the table, 

| which is oficial and authentic, will see that, in all 
! these countries, which are held up to us as such 
: bright examples of hard money countries—France, 
+ Germany, Netherlands, Italy—wages by the year for 


an able-bodied, sound, healthy man, nowhere exceed 
250 shillings; and, in mahy instances, fall as low 


: as 40, 50, and 60 shillings; and the daily wages 
; range from 3 to 9 and 12 pence—rising in one place, | 


and only one, to 20 pence, and the laborer finding 


; himself! Whata ommna upon the hard-money 
` policy! What hope is here fo 


r aman born the son 
of poor parents ever to better his condition ? What 
ray of hope is there to stimulate him to exertion? 
None, none! He who is there born a peasant, dies 
a peasant. Those born to the plough die at the 
plough-tail; and all that the longest life of labori- 
ous toil can procure for them is coarse and scanty 
means of subsistence. 
ple are made happy because theirs are Aard-money 
countries? Is this the prosperity boasted of when 
we are triumphantly told of the immense amounts 
of gold and silver held by their great capitalists ? 
Is this an example worthy of our imitation ? Think 


you, sir, the high blood of American freemen will | 


submit to this? Never. 

Bucuanan,) in the eloquent speech with which he 
favored us the other day in support of this bill, ex- 
ultingly told us the people of the country were for 


it. He spoke of its former defeat in Congress, and : 
of the triumphs of his party in several of the recent | 
elections, as giving proof that the yeomanry of the | 
land had declared in favor of it, and were com- : 


mending the wisdom and patriotism of its projec- 
tors. Sir, the Senator in his exultation reminded 
me ofa story I once read about a council of mice, 
which, with his permission, I will tell. There was 
once a colony of mice, who would have lived very 
but for the annoyance of a mischievous 


herself with some of their dainty flesh, whenever 


| they ventured to goabroad (or expand, as we arenow 


occasionally inconvenienced by expansions of cur- 
rency.) These mice called a council to consider 


| of and devise the means more effectually to protect 
their community from the annoyances of the cat. | 
; After the assembly was duly organized, and many | 
| wise and grave suggestions had been made by dif- 
| ferent members, to all of which there had appeared | 


some decisive objection, up rose a smart, sharp- 
witted little mouse, much distinguished for cunning 
and management, and holding, I suppose, about 
the same rank in the esteem and regard of his fel- 
lows, as is held in our community by a certain little 


| gentleman at the other end of the avenue, desig- 


nated 


esterday by the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia ( 


r. BucHanaNn) as the little Magician. All 


| eyes were immediately turned upon him, and every 
| ear was attentive to hear his suggestions ; for many 


supposed he never uttered any thing but upon “ so- 
ber second thought,” and all knew his skill at con- 
Pleasure was beaming in his counte- 


ont by their very constitution and the nature of 
things. It was, that they should resolve and decree 


` that this infamous cat should ever thereafter wear 
; a bell about her neck; which, being so worn, must 
| of necessity give the alarm whenever she soepi 
' ed to move or approach their dominions, and 

: afford every one full opportunity to provide for his 
| safety by a timely retreat. The suggestion s'ruck 


hus 


the whole assembly with great force; they burst 


' forth in rapturous applauses of the talents, patriot- 
| ism, and profound wisdom of the little author; and 
| it was promptly proposed to pass a unanimous vote 


of thanks in his favor. Just before this vote was 


| taken, however, an old mouse, long retired from | 
| the cares of state, but experienced in the wars with 
| grimalkin, observed, with great diffidence, that not- 


withstanding the remedy proposed seemed to be 
very efficacious, and ossibly would afford to the 
community (after it should be applied) complete 
protection, yet there appeared to him to be a small 
difficulty in applying it, namely, the risk of being 
devoured by the cat while they were fixing the bell 
upon her; and he could not consent to pass the 


vote of thanks as proposed, unless the member would |. 


also show how this difficulty was to be surmount- 


ed. The little gentleman was struck dumb by these | 


remarks ; and refusing to attempt to put the bell on 


cae ca a een ee TC ~- 


Think you, sir, these peo- i: 
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himself, upon the ground that he was a counsellor 
and not an operative, the assembly forthwith, far 
from passing the vote of thanks, expelled him frem 
the council, and denounced him as unworthy not 
only of confidence and respect, but deserving of 
universal execration, for recommending a measure 
pregnant with imminent peril and mischief in its 
execution to his fellow citizens generally, and from 
the evils of which he screened himself by virtue of 
his station. Such, sir, will be the reverse of for- 
tune with the authors of this measure. They had 
the confidence of the country. The measure has 
seemed to find favor with the people, and gentle- 
men may now flatter themselves with some indica- 
tions given in the late elections of the passage of a 
vote of thanks by the people in their favor. But 
when you attempt to bell the cat; when the people 
shall see and feel that they are to be crushed and 
destroyed by the execution of your plan; when th 

find themselves impoverished, the prices of all 
kinds of property and products of industry reduced 
to almost nothing, and realize in practice the very, 
very low prices of labor, as I have shown them to 
be jn the non-credit-using, hard money countries; 
and see, too, that from all these evils the authors ot 


|; the measure are themselves protected by being sal- 
The honorable Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. :: 


aried officers, with salaries payable in gold and 
silver; they will not only refuse the vote of thanks 
you now hope for, but I am much mistaken if they do 
not visit upon authors, aiders, and abettors of the 
whole scheme such decisive marks of displeasure 
as will cause them bitterly to repent that it was 
ever suggested. 

Sir, the body of the people of this country have 
been much amused, for some years past, with the 
praises of hard money, and eulogies upon the con- 
dition of those countries where coin is the exclu- 
sive circulating medium; and they have been se- 
duced into the opinion, especially the laboring peo- 
pie, that they were to receive, if the policy of the 
measure now under consideration were carried 
out, the same amount in payment for their labor or 
productions, in silver and gold, as they have usu- 
ally received ia convertible bank notes. But they 
have not yet considered or understood that they 
were to receive, in place of one dollar or more per 
day for their wages, but four pence or nine pence 
in coin. They have not reflected upon the im- 
mense tax this change was to levy upon the pro- 
ductive industry of the country, for the sole and 
exclusive benefit of the money-holders and salaried 
officers! Are gentlemen blind enough to imagine 
they can persuade any considerable part of the in- 
telligent people of America to believe that when 
one of ihe has a five dollar bank bill in his 
pocket, received as wages for as many days’ work, 
which bill he knows he can convert into silver or 
gold if he pleases, and which, whether converted 
or not, will purchase for him an equal amount of 
any thing his wants or convenience may require, 
that it would be better for him to have received for 
his same five days’ work some twenty, thirty, forty, 
or even one hundred pence in coin? It is sible 
such opinions may obtain amongst those who wish 
to acquire money for the purpose of hoarding 
merely, and whose greatest delight consists in 
counting and turning over bits of coin; but they 
will never be entertained by those who know the 
real value and appropriate uses of money; who 
desire to earn and acquire it only for the pur 
of paying their debts, or of exchanging it for those 
things which contribute really to the comfort, hap- 
piness, and well-being of themselves or of those 
that are dear to them. What difference does it 
make to a man who owes five or a hundred dollars, 
whether he pays his debt with a bank note or with 
gold and silver? None, But it makes a vast dif- 
ference to him if forced to pay in gold and silver 
only; and he is obliged, in consequence, to give 
five or six times the amount of labor or property to 
procure this gold and silver. . 

But, it is urged this change is necessary; this 
reduction of prices here is required to enable our 
manufacturers to compete with those of Europe, 
and thereby prevent the balance of trade against 
us, which is periodically draining our country of 
the precious metals, and causing suspensions of 
specie payments and the like. In my humble judg- 
ment, sir, the unfavorable balance of trade against 
us is to be attributed to another and a very differe 
ent cause. Jt is properly and justly assignable to 
our unwise commercial regulations. It is because 
we permit European countries to supply our mar- 
kets with their surplus productions, whilst they ex- 
clude many of ours from their markets. We im- 
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po cotton goods, broadcloths, and other produc- 
ions of British industry, and wines and silks, and 
other articles, from France, toan immense amount, 
at a very moderate and now constantly decreasing 
rate of duty, and, in fact, to a great extent, duty 
free, whilst the productions of our soil and indus- 
try, which the 
gladly receive in payment, are excluded from their 
markets altogether, or are so burdened with exces- 
sive duties, thai their value goes to enrich the trea- 
suries of those Governments, instead of the Ameri- 
ean producer. American cotton they do receive ; 
but why? Because it is a necessary raw material 
in their manufacturing establishments, which they 
cannot produce themselves, and because tmey can 
send back to you, in its manufactured state, a small 
‘portion in payment for. the whole. Cotton has be- 
come a necessary, for which they are depencent 
upon us; but you receive from them irticles of 
luru We are, or easily might be, dependent 
upon them for no necessary whatever. How do 
they treat our great staples of flour and tobacco, 
&c.? Our flour is never admitted, unless famine 
is threatening, but at a rate of duty which amounts 
to prohibition. And our tobacco pays into the 
treasury of England about tive or six times the 


rice at which it is sold by the American producer, | 


fore it can enter the English market; and from 
France it is altogether excluded, except in very 
limited quantities, and these only at such rates as 
the Government pleases to allow, without regard to 
the price it would command from those very peo- 
ple whose silks and wines we receive withoui duty, 
and for which it would be but just that we should 
have the privilege of exchanging it upon equal 
terms. 

We buy the productions of English and French 
industry, and we pay to the Governments of those 
countries respectively, (such of us at least as pro- 
dace grain and tobacco,) from one-half to four- 
fifths of the products of our industry for the privi- 
lege of paying their people with the remainder. 
This is the way in which what is now called your 
free-trade system operates. The freedom is all 
riven by us, and none received in return. The 

feedom is to the foreign ċountry to taz our people 
in their productions as much as they please, while 
they are free to compete with us in our own mar- 
kets with their productions untaxed. Such a sys- 
tem must forever keep the balance of trade against 
us; must keep us always in debt, and liable to be 
drained of our stock of coin by the countries from 
which we buy. Give us freedom of trade in fact ; 
let there be perfect freedom on both sides for the 
exchange of surplus commodities, without duties 
and taxes; or, if these be nectssary, let there be an 
equally balanced system of duties on both sides. 
Let the American producer of flour and tobacco, 
or any thing else, be free to exchange it with the 
producer of French silk or English cloth, for such 

rice as the English or French manufacturer is 
pimself willing to pay for it, Government charges 
on both sides being eqaal in proportion to the mar- 
ket valne of the things exchanged, and there will 
be no fear of heavy balances against us, payable in 
coin, nor any necessity fur a resort to sub-Treasury 
bills to intreduce specie into this country, or to re- 
duce the wages of American labor. I-would buy 
of those who would buy of us upon fair and equal 
terms. I would purchase the surplus productions, 
so far as we have occasion for them, of those coun- 


tries only which would allow our surplus produc-. 


tions to be sold in their markets upon equal terms. 
And such Governments as exclude or heavily bur- 
den our productions in their markets could not 
complain of their productions being similarly 
treated here. But I must pass on. 

One of the highest obligations which rests upon 
this Government, one of the very ends for which it 
was created, was to protect the people of the Union 
from the very evils and inconveniences they are now 
suffering from the disordered state of their circu- 
lating medium. Hence the power given to it in 
terms by the Constitution, “ to coin money, regulate 
the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the 
standard of weights and measures.” The design 
of this grant was, that there should be secured for 
the whole people a uniform measure of value, as 
well as uniform measures of quantities; this uni- 
formity in the measure of value in different parts 
of the country being even more essential to fair 
dealing between those parts than uniformity in the 
measures of quantity. It certainly was not, as 
some contend, the design of this clause of the Con- 
stitution that there should be nothing used as cur- 


, 


people of those countries would: 


se etme erent puna ay eee teen a 


Bankrupt Bill—Mr. Webster. 


rency but gold and silver, for you are not even con- 
fined to those metals in making coin; but it was 
designed for most beneficial purposes, to vest in the 
Government power to regulate the value of money ; 
and, consequently, it was imposed upon it as a duty 
to take care that the country be protected from the 
evils attendant upon irregularly depreciated and 
fluctuating bank paper, or whatsoever else was or 
should become the actual circulating currency of 
the coufttry. You propose, by the measure under 
consideration, not to regulate the actual currency, 
but to destroy it. By this attempt you may impair 
greatly its utility, you may produce much more 
inequality than now exists, but you cannot totally 
destroy it. Much evil, great suffering, and injustice 
may be produced by this effort to bring the country 
to a purely metallic currency ; but the end cannot 
be accomplished. It is inconsistent with the nature 
and genius of our institutions—inconsistent with 
the habits and customs of our people—inconsistent 
with the spirit of the age~and no less inconsistent 
with the interests, prosperity, and happiness of this 
community, and cannot and ought not to be effected. 
Meantime you neglect the performance of this high 
duty; you aggravate the very evils which you, and 
you only, have power to remedy ; and throwing this 
duty from you, as if with scorn, the people are told 
to “take care of themselves, and that Government 
will take care of itself.” By this culpable neglect, 
in addition to the many other evils you leave the 
community exposed to, you reduce and render most 
precarious and uncertain the rewards of industry 
of all kinds. Multitudes will be thrown out of em- 
ployment; idleness, dissipation, and vice will in- 
crease; and as, in the nature of human affairs, 
descent is always more facile that ascent, many 
years will be required to restore the body politic to 
the condition it would be in but for the folly and 
negligence of this Government. As illustrative of 
the bad effects of this irregularity and uncertainty 
of employment, and the contrary good effects ofa 
policy which shall produce the opposite results, I 
will quote the following observations from the au. 
thor to whose labors I am indebted for the rates of 
wages in several European countries, as before 
given. On page 249 of this interesting book he 
says: 

4 The following facts, which are given upon the 
authority of a gentleman who has had the chief 
practical direction of an extensive work, will serve 
to confirm the position here advanced, and will 
show how paramcunt a duty it is for those whose 
acts and deliberations must tend to the continuance 
or removal of so unfavorable a state of things, to 
give their earnest and most careful thoughts for the 
introduetion of a more certain and stable system : 

“The formation of a canal, which has been in 

rogress during the last five years in the north of 

reland, has afforded steady employment to a por- 
tion of the peasantry, who, before that time, were 
suffering all the evils, so common in that country, 
which result fromthe precariousness of employment. 
Such work as they could previously get came at 
uncertain intervals, and was sought by so many 
competitors that the remuneration was of the scan- 
tiestamount. In this condition of things, the men 
were improvident to recklessness ; their wages, in- 
sufficient for the comfortable sustenance of their 
families, were wasted in procuring for themselves 
a temporary forgetfulness of their misery at the 
whiskey-shop; and the men appeared to be sunk 
into a state of hopeless degradation. From the 
moment, however, that work was offered to them, 
which was constant in its nature and certain in its 


duration, and on which their weekly earnings would | 
’ be sufficient to provide for their comfortable support, 


men who had been idle and dissolute were convert- 
ed into sober, hard-working laborers, and proved 
themselves kind and careful husbands and fathers ; 
and it is stated as a fact, that, notwithstanding the 
distribution of several hundred pounds weekly in 
wages, the whole of which must be considered as 
somuch additional money placed in their hands, 
the consumption of whiskey was absolutely and 
permanently diminished in the district. During 
the comparatively short period this canal has been 
in progress, some of the most careful laborers, men 
who most probably, before then, never knew what 
it was to possess five shillings at any one time, have 
saved sufficient money to enable them to emigrate 
to Canada, where they are now laboring in inde- 
pendence for the improvement of their own Jand.” 
But, Mr. President, this bill is to pass. The de- 
cree of party has gone forth, and, let what will be 
said or shown, that decree will be obeyed, Those 
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in power have determined to stake their fortunes 
upon the hazard of the die, whether weal or wo 
betide. It is to pass this body, sir, and that speedily ; 
and though much, very much more might be said 
in opposition to it, knowing the utter hopelessness 
of any effort to prevent ils passage, and having, as 
I believe, assigned sufficient reasons in justification 
of the negative votë I intend to give, I will detain 
you, sir, no longer, but to express my earnest hope 
that we may not all see cause, ere long, bitterly to 
repent of this night’s work. 


Ma. WEBSTER’S SPEECH, 
In Senate, May 18, 1840, on the proposed amendment 
to the Bankrupt Bill. 

I feel a deep and anxious concern for the success 
of this bill, and, in rising to address the Senate, my 
only motive is a sincere desiresto answer objections 
which have been made to it, safar as I may be able, 
and to urge the necessity and imporiance of its 
passage. Fortunately, it isa subject which does 
not connect itself with any of the party contests of 
the day; and although it would not become me to 
admonish others, yet I have prescribed it as a rule 
to myself, that, in attempting to torward the mea- 
sure, and to bring it to a successful termination, I 
shall seek no party ends, no party influence, no 
party advancement. The subject, so far as I am 
concerned, shall be sacred from the intrusion of all 
such objects and purposes. I wish to treat this oc- 
casion, and this highly important question, as a 
green spot, in the midst of the fiery deserts of party 
strife, on which all may meet harmoniously and 
amicably, and hold common counsel for the coms- 
mon guod, 

The power of Congress over the subject of bank- 
Tuptcies—the most useful mode of exercising the 
power under the present circumstances of the 
country —and the duty of exercising it--are the 
points to which attention is naturally called by 
every one who addresses the Senate. 

In the first place, as to the power. It is fortu- 
nately not an inferred or constructive power, but 
one of the express. grants of the Constitution. 
“ Congress shall have power to establish uniform 
laws on the subject of bankruptcies thronghout the 
United States.” These are the words of the grant; 
there may be questions about the extent of the 
power, but there can be none of its existence, 

The bill which has been reported by the commit- 
tee provides for voluntary bankruptcies only, It 
contains no provisions by which creditors, on an 
alleged act of bankruptcy, may proceed against 
their debtors, with a view to subject them and their 
property to the operation of the law. It looks to no 
coercion by a creditor to make his debtor a subject 
of the law against his will. This is the first cha- 
racteristic of the bill, and in this respect it cer- 
tainly differs from the former bankrupt law of the 
United States, and from the English bankrupt laws. 

The bill, too, extends its provisions not only to 
those who either in fact or in eontemplation of law 
are traders, but to all persons who declare them- 
selves insolvent, or unable to pay their debts and 
meet their engagements, and who desire to assign 
their property for the benefit of their creditors. In 
this respect, also, it differs from the former law, 
and from the law of England. 

The questions, then, are two: Ist. Can Congress 
constitutionally pass a bankrupt law which shall 
include other persons besides traders? 2d. Can it 
pass a law providing for voluntary cases only; that 
1s, cases in which the proceedings originate only 
with the debtor himself? l 

The consideration of both these questions is ne- 
cessarily involved in the discussion of the present 
bill, inasmuch as it has been denied that Congress 
has power to extend bankrupt laws further than to 
merchants and traders, or to make them for volun- 
tary cases only. This limitation in the power of 
Congress is asserted on the idea that the framers of 
the Constitution, in conferring the power of estab- 
lishing bankrupt laws, mast be presumed to have 
had reference to the bankrupt laws of England, as 
then existing; and that the laws of England, then 
existing, embraced none but merchants and traders, 
and provided only for involuntary or coercive 
bankruptcies. 

Now, sir, in the first place, allow me to remark, 
that the power is granted to Congress in the most 
general and comprehensive terms. It has one lije 
mitation only—which ‘is, that laws on the subject 
of bankruptcies shall be uniform throughout the 
United States, With this qualification, the whole 
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subject is placed in the discretion and ander the 
legislation of Congress, The Constitution does not 
say that Congress shall have power to pass a bank- 
rapi law, nor to introduce ée system of bankruptcy. 
Ic declares that Congress shal! have power to “ es- 
takish uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies 
throughou! the United States.” This is the whole 
clause, nor is there any limitation or restriction im- 
posed by any uther clause. 

What, then, is “ the subject of bankruptcies?” or, 
in other words, what are “bankruptcies?” It is to 
be remembered that the Constitution grants the 
powers to Congress by particular or specific enu- 
Meration; and, in making this enumeration, it 
mentions bankruptcies as a head of legislation, or 
as one of the subjects over which Congress is to 

authority. Bankruptcies are the subject, 
and the word is most certainly to be taken in ats 


common and popular sense—in that sense in which | 
to have understood it ` 


the le may be supposed 
hen they raufied the Constitation. This is the 


trae rule of interpretation. And I may remark, 
that it is always a little dangerous, in construing 
the Constitution, to search for the opinions or un- 
derstanding of members of the Convention in any 
other sources than the Constitution itself, because 
the Constitution owes its whole force and authority 
to its ratification by the people, and the people 
jadged of it by the meaning most apparent on its 
face. How particular members may have under- 
stood its provisions, if it could be ascertained, would 
not be conclusive. The question would still be, 


how did the people anderstand it? And this can | 
be decided only by giving their usual acceptation ; 

ently used in a technical mense, 
and by inquiring, in any case, what was the ioter- | 
pretation or exposition presented tothe people when | 


to all words not evi 


the subject was under consideration. 

Bankruptcies, in the general use and acceptation 
of the term, mean no more than failares. A bank- 
raptcy isa fact. It is an occurrence in the life and 
fortune» of an individual. When a man cannot 
pay his sh Mick say he has become bankrupt, or 

as failed. Ban tcy is not merely the condition 
of a man who is insolvent, and on whom a bank- 
rupt law is already acting. This would be quite 
too technical an inierpretation. According to this, 
there could never be bankrupt laws; because every 
law, if this were the meaning, would suppose the 
existence of a previous law. Whenever a man’s 
means are insufficient to meet his engagements and 
pay his debis, the fact of bankrupicy has taken 
place; a case of bantrapiey has arisen, whether 
there be a law providing for it or not. 

There may be bankruptcies, or cases of bank- 
raptcy, where there are no bankrupt laws existing. 
Or bankrapt laws may exist, which sball extend to 
some ban krupicies, or some cases of bankruptcy, and 
not to others, We constantly speak of bankrupt- 
cies happening among individuals, without refer- 
ence to existing laws. Bankruptcies, as facts, or 
occarrences, or cases, for which Congress is au- 
thorized to make provision, ase failures. A learn- 
ed judze has said that a Jaw on the sabject of bank- 
ruptcies, in the sense of the Constitution, is a law 
making provision for cases of persons failing to 
pay their debts. Over the whole subject of these 

krapicies, or these failures, the power of Con- 
, as it stands on the face of the Constitution, 
1s fuli and complete. 

And now let as see how it is that this broad and 
general power is, or can be, limited by a su 
reference to the English system. The argament 
‘is this: The members of the convention, in con- 
ferring this power on Congress, must be supposed 
to have had reference to the bankrupt laws of Eng- 
land; and the bankruptiaws of England, as then 
existing, embraced only merchants and traders, 
and were only applied to debtors at the instance of 
their creditors; therefore, the inference is said to 
be, that traders only should be regarded as subjects 
of any bankrupt Jaw to be passed by Congress, and 
that no such law should give the debtor himself a 
right to become bankrupt, at his own request ; or, 
at least, that every such law should pve aright to 
the creditor to proceed against his debtor. Bat is 
this the jast analogy? Is this the point of view in 
which a general resemblance of onr system and 
the English system may be supposed to have been 
contemplated 3 Clear y not, in my opinion. Let 
it be admitted that the framers of the Constitution 
looked to England for a general example; they 
mast be sup , nevertheless, to have looked to 
the power of Parliament, and not to the particular 

e in which that power had been exercised, or 


i cretion, and the necessities of the case. 
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the particular law then actually existing. The 
true analogy is, as it seems to me, between power 
and power—the power of Parliament, and the 


power of Congress; and not between the power of 


Congress, and any actually existing British statute, 
which might be, perhaps, in many respects, quite 
unsuitable to our cendiiton. 

The members of the convention did not study 
the British statutes, nor examine judicial decisions, 


to ascertain the precise nature of the actually ex- ` 


isting system of bankraptcy in England. Still less 
did the people of the United States trouble them- 
selves with such inquiries. All saw that Parlia- 


' ment possessed and exercised a power of passing 


bankrupt laws, and of altering and amending 
hem, from time to time, according to its own dis- 
This 

wer they intended to confer on Congress, as 
argely, for aught that appears, as they saw it held 
by Parliament. ‘The early British statutes were 
not confined to traders ; later statutes were so con- 
fined; and more recently, again, changes have 
been made, which bring in very numerous classes 
of persons who were not esteemed traders, in Eng- 
land, at the time of the atopian of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. may add, that bank- 
rupt laws, properly so called, or laws providing for 
the cessio bonorum, on the continent of Europe, and 
in Scotland, were never confined to traders; and 
while the members of the Convention may be sup- 
ased to have looked to the example of England, it 
is by no means improbable that they contemplated 
also the examples and institutions of other coun- 
tries. There is no reason to suppose that it was 
jntended to tie up the hands of Congress to the es- 
tablishment of that particular bankrupt system 
which existed in England in 17€9, and to deny to 
wer of future modification and amend- 
ment: it would be just as reasonable to say that the 


` United States iaws of copy-right, of patents for in- 

ventions, and many others, could only be mere 
| transcripts of such British statutes on the same 
‘ subjects as existed in 1789. 


The great object was to authorize Congress to 
establish a uniform system throughout all the 
States. No State could of itself establish such a 

m; it could only establish a system for itself ; 
and the diversities, inconsistencies, and interferen- 
ces of the several State systems had been subjects 
of much well-grounded complaint. It was intend- 
ed to give Congress the power to establish unifor- 
mity in this respect; and if the English example 
was regarded, it was regarded in its general char- 
acter, of a power in Parliament to pass laws on the 
subject; to repeal them, and pass others, in its dis- 
cretion; and to deal with the whole subject, from 
time to time, as experience or the exigencies of the 
public should suggest or require. The bankrupt 
Ta of England, as it existed in 1789, was not 
the same which had previously existed, nor the 
same which afterwards existed, or that which now 
exists, At first, the system was coercive; and the 
law a sort of criminal law, extending to all persons, 
as well as traders. But changes had taken piace 
before 1789, and other changes, and very important 
changes, have taken tlace since. The system is 
now greatly simplified and improved, and it is also 
wade much more extensive as to those whom it 
embraces. It is hardly too much to say that it is 
preposterous to contend that we are to refuse to 
ourselves not only the lizht of our own experience, 
and all regard to our own peculiar situation, but 
that we are also to exclude from our regard and 


notice all modern English improvements, and con- ; 


fine ourselves to the English bankrupt laws as they 


existed in 1789. The power of Congress is given ' 


in the fullest manner, and by the largest and most 
comprehensive terms and forms of expression ; and 
it cannot be limited by vague presumptions of a 
reference to other existing codes, or loose conjec- 
tures about the intents of its framers, nowhere ex- 
pressed or intimated in the instrument itself, or 
any contemporaneous exposition, 

I think, then, that Congress may pass a law 
which shall include persons not traders, and which 
shall include voluntary cases only. And I think 
farther, that the amendment proposed by the hon- 
orable member from New Jersey is, in effect, ex- 
actly against his own argument. I think it admits 
all that he contends against. In the first place, he 
admits voluntary bankruptcies; and there were 
none such in England in 1789. This is clear. 
And in the next place, he admits any one who will 
say that he has been concerned in trade ; and he 
maintains, and has asserted, that in this country 


- actof Parliament. 
: is not) to follow this example at all, the gentleman's. 


_ fortune, by fire or flood, or b 
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any body may say that. Any body, then, may 
come in under the bill. ‘The only ditierence is, he 
must come in under a disguise, or in an assumed 
character. Whatever be his employment, occupa- 
tion, or pursuits, he must come in as a trader, or as 
one who has been concerned or engaged in trade. 
The honorable member attempts a distinction be- 
tween traders and those who can say that they have 


|. been engaged in trade. I cannot see the ditierence. 


It is too fine for me. A trader is one concerned in 
trade,and to be concerned in trade is to be a trader. 
What is the difference? But if persons may be 
concerned in trade, and yet not be traders, still 
such persons were not embraced in the English 
statutes, which apply to traders by name; and, 
therefore, the gentleman's bill would embrace per- 
sons not within those statutes as they stood in 1789, 
The gentleman’s real object is, not to confine the 
bill to traders, but to embrace every body ; and yet 
he deems it necessary for every person applying to 
state, and to swear, that he has been engaged in 
trade. This seems to me to be both superfluous 
and objectionable : superfluous, because, if we have 
a right to bring in persons under one name, we may 
bring in the same persons under another name, or 
by a general description; objectionable, because it 
requires men to state what may very much resem- 
ble a falsehood, and to make oath to it. Suppose a 
farmer or a mechanic to fail: can he take an oath 
that he has been engaged in trade ? If the objection 
to bring in others than traders is well founded in 
the Constitution, surely mere form cannot remove 
it. Words cannot alter things. The Constitution 
says nothing about traders. Yet the honorable gen- 
tleman’s amendment requires all a an to de- 
clare themselves traders; and, if they will but say 
so, and swear so, it shall be so received, and no- 
body shall contradict it. In other words, a fiction, 
not very innocent, shall be allowed to overcome a 
constitutional objection. The gentleman has been 
misled by a false analogy. He has adopted an ex- 
ample which does not apply to the case, and which 
he vet does not follow out, The British statutes are 
confined to traders; but then they contain a lon, 
list of persons who it is declared shall be deem 
and taken to be traders within the acts. This list 
they extend, from time to time; and whenever any 
one within it becomes a voluntary bankrupt, he 
avers, in substance, that he is a trader, within the 
If it had been necessary (as it 


bill should have declared all persons traders, for 
the purpose of this act; and then every body could 
have made the declaration without impropriety, as, 
in England, the applicant only states that which 
the Jaw has made true. He declares himself a 
trader, because the law hasalready declared that he 
shall be considered atrader. His conscience, there- 
fore, is protected. He swears only according to 
the act of Parliament, if he swear at all. But, as 
the provision stands here, it calls on every one to 
declare himself a trader, or that he has been en- 
gaged in trade, not within the particular meaning 
or sense of any act of Congress, but in the usual 
and popular acceptation of the word. ; 

Suppose, sir, a cotton planter, by inevitable mis- 
mortal epidemics 
among his hands, is ruined in his affairs, Suppose 
he desires to make a surrender of his property and 
be discharged from his debts. He will be told, 
You cannot have the benefit of the law as a cotton- 
planter; it is made only for traders, or persons en- 
gaged in trade. Areyou notatrader? No. Iam 
no trader, and was never engaged in trade. I 
bought my land here, bought my hands from Caro- 
lina, have bought stock from Kentucky, and raised 
cotton and sold it. But I never bought an article 
to sell again. I am no trader. But you must swear 
that you have been engaged in trade; you must ap- 
ply, not as John Jones, Esquire, cotton planter, on 
the Red river; but as Mr. John Jones, trader, at his 
store-house at or near the plantation of John Jones, 
Esq. And so, sir, John Jones, the cotton-planter, 
must either remain as he is, excluded from the pro- 
visions of the law altogether, or sneak into them 
under a disingenuous disguise, if it be not some- 
thing worse. $ , 

This attempt, therefore, sir, to avoid a supposed 
difficulty, encounters two decisive objections. In 
the first place, there is_no difficulty to be avoided ; 
in the second place, if there was, this manner of 
avoiding it would be mere evasion. ee 

But now, sir, I come to a veryimportant inquiry. 
The Constitution requires us to establish uniform 
Jaws on the subject of bankruptcy, if we establish 
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any. Now what is the uniformity, or in what is it 
to consist? The honorable gentleman says that the 
meaning is that the law must give a coercive power 
to creditors, as well as a voluntary power to debt- 
ors; that this is the, constitutional uniformity. I 
deny this altogether. No idea of uniformity arises 
from any such consideration. The uniformity 
which the Constitution requires is merely a unifor- 
mity throughout all the States. It isa local uni- 
formity, and nothing more. The words are per- 
fectly plain, and the sense cannot be doubted. The 
authority is, to establish uniform laws on the sub- 
ject of bankruptcies throughout the United States. 
Can any thing be clearer? To be uniform, is to 
have one shape, one fashion, one form; and our 
bankrupt laws, if we pass them, are to have one 
shape, one fashion, and one form, in every State. 
If this be not so, what is the sense of the concludin 
words of the clause, “throughout the United 
States?” My honorable friend from Kentucky (Mr. 
Crrrrenpen) has disposed of this whole question, if 
there ever could be a question about it, by asking 
the honorable gentleman from New Jersey what 
uniform means in the very same clause of the Con- 
stitution, where the word is applied to rules of nat- 
uralization; and what it means in a previous 
clause, where it declares that all duties of impost 
shall be uniform throughout the United States, 

It can hardly be necessary to discuss this point 
further. If it were, the whole history of the Con- 
stitution would show the object of the provision. 
Bankrupt laws were supposed to be closely con- 
nected with commercial regulations. They were 
considered to be laws nearly affecting the inter- 
course, trade, and dealing between citizens of dif- 
ferent States; and for this reason it was thought 
wise to enable Congress to make them uniform. 
The Constitution ponien that there should be but 
one coinage, and but one power to fix the value of 
foreign coins. The legal medium of payment, 
therefore, in fulfilment of contracts, was to be as- 
certained and fixed, for all the States, by Congress, 
and by Congress alone ; and Congress, and Con- 
gress alone, was to have the power of providing a 
uniform mode in which contracts might be dis- 
charged without payment Look to the discussions 
of the times; to the expositions of the Constitution 
made to the people by its friends when they urged 
its adoption; look to all within the Constitution, 
and all without it; look any where or every 
where, and you will see one and the same purpose, 
one and the same meaning; and that meaning can- 
- not be more clearly expressed than the words of the 
clause themselves express it—that laws to be estab- 
lished by Congress on the subject of bankruptcies 
shall be uniform throughout the United States. 

Now, sir, the gentleman’s bill is not uniform.’ It 
proposes that there may be one law in Massachu- 
setts, and another in New aey: The gentle- 
man’s bill includes corporations; but then it gives 
each State a power to exempt its own corporations, 
or any of them, from the operation of the law, if it 
shall so choose. It decides what shall be, in the 
case of banks, an act of bankruptcy; but then it 
provides that any State may say, nevertheless, 
that, in regard to its own banks, or any of them, 
this shall not be an act of bankruptcy. 

Here is the provision : 

“ Provided, however, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall apply to or in anywise affect any cor- 
poration, or association of persons incorporated or 
acting under a Jaw of any State of the Union, or 
any Territory of the United States, where such cor- 
poration or association shall be authorized by their 
charter, or-any express Jaw of such State or Terri- 
tory, to door commit the act herein declared to be 
an act of bankruptcy, or where, by any such law of 
any such State or Territory, the said corporation or 
association of persons shall or may be exempted 
from the provisions of this act.” 

Pray, sir, what sort of uniformity isthis? A uni- 
formity which consists in the authorized multiplica- 
tion of varieties. Who will undertake to defend 
legislation of this kind, under our power to estab- 
lish uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies 
throughout the United States? Not only is it in 
direct violation of the plain text of the Constitution, 
but it Jets in the very evils, every one of them, 
which the constitutional provision intended to shut 
out. The Constitution says that Congress may 
establish uniform laws; the gentleman’s bill says 
that Congress may propose a law, at least so far as 
corporations are concerned, but that still each State 
may take what it likes, and reject the rest; and 
this, he contends, is establishing a uniform law. 
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I pray, sir, where is this power of exemption to 
stop? If we may authorize States to exempt their 
pen Saha may we not, with equal propriety, 
authorize them to exempt all their citizens? May 
we not say that each State may decide for itself 
whether it will have any thing to do with the law, 
when we have passed it; or what parts it will adopt, 
and what parts it will refuse to adopt ? 

But, sir, T must wait till some attempt is made to 
defend this part of the gentleman’s bill. I must 
see some show of propriety, some plausibility, before 
I reason against it further. In the view I at present 
have of it, it appears to me utterly repugnant to the 
plain requirements of the Constitution—destitute not 
only ofall argument for its support, but of all apolo- 
gy also. I see nothing in it but naked unconstitu- 
tionality. 

But, Mr. President, if these provisions were 
constitutional, they would still be in the highest 
degree unjust, and inexpedient, and inadmissible. 
What is the object of bringing the banks into the 
bill at all? Certainly there can be no just object, 
other than to ensure the constant and punctual dis- 
charge of their duties, by always paying their notes 
on presentment. Clearly there can be no object 
but to prevent their suspensions of payment. And 
it might be said that this object was kept in view, if 
the law were uniform, peremptory, inflexible~and 
applying to all banks, But when you give the power 
of exemption to the States, you sanction the very 


evil which you propose to remedy. You profess to - 
prescribe a general rule, and yet authorize and | 


Justify its violation. Do not the States now exempt? 
and is not that the very evil from which we suffer 2 
Is not suspension, under the authority of State ex- 
emption, the topic, the discussion of which every 
day nearly stuns us by its reverberation from the 
walls of this chamber ? The charters of the banks 
are, in general, well enough. They require punct- 
ual specie payments, under severe penalties, and, 
in some cases, under the penalty of forfeiture. But, 
under the pressure of circumstances, and froma 
real or supposed necessity, the States relieve the 
banks from these penalties, and forbear to enforce 
the forfeitures. And will they not, most assuredly, 
also relieve the banks in the same manner, and for 
the same reason, if they have the power, from the 
penalties of our bankrupt law? State permission, 
State indulgence, State exemption, is the very 
ground on which suspension now stands, and on 


which it is justified. And it isnow proposed that | 


Congress shall give its authority and sanction to 
all this. It is proposed that Congressshall solemnly 
recognise the principle, and approve and sanction 
the practice of State exemption, of the suspension 
of Tede payments, by State authority. If the States 
will not enforee their own laws against the banks, 
can any one imagine that they will see the equally 
or still more severe penalties of our bankrupt law 
enforced, while they have the power to prevent it ? 

Some weeks ago the honorable member from 
Pennsylvania moved for a committee to inquire 
into the propriety of amending the Constitution, so 
as to insert a provision giving Congress power to 
restrain the circulation ef small bank notes. I did 
not concur in his measure, not thinking the Con- 
stitution needed amendment in that respect ; but his 
argument was quite intelligible. 
tion of small bills could not now be accomplished, 
because the States could not be brought to act in 
concert; yet they might all be brought to consent 
that Congress should establish a uniform rule upon 
the subject. That was fair reasoning towards a 
proper object. It went for uniformity on a point of 
great commercial importance. But how is it here ? 
We do not here propose uniformity ; we do not re- 
quire thatone rule may extend over all. Far other- 
wise ; for we propose to authorize difference, disson- 
ance, and confusion. Having the power to establish 
uniformity, we delegate an authority to create va- 
riety. Charged by the Constitution to establish one 
rule, we ourselves, instead of performing that duty, 
call upon others to establish different and varying 
rules. All must see to what this leads, or rather 
what this is; for it isa measure which would be 
perfect in its beginning—it would reach its destiny 
at its commencement—its mischievous tendencies 
would be accomplished atits birth, The passage 
of this bill would add the solemn sanction of Con- 
gress to the sanction of the States to the suspension 
of specie paymentsbythe banks. That isthe practi- 
val sum and substance, the long and the short, of 
the whole matter. 

Sir, if our constitutional power enables us to em- 
brace the banks in this bill, and if we see no insu- 


He said this aboli- : 
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perable or greatly formidable practical objections, 
then I think we ought to include them, and to in- 
clude them all, without any power of escape. 

Suppose the bill should be made uniform, then, 
and to include all banks: have we the power, and is 
it expedient, to pass it in that shape? 

nthe motion for a committee made some time 

ago by the member from Pennsylvania, to which I 
have already referred, I suggested the opinions 
which I entertain on one branch of the power of 
Congress connected with this subject. The consti- 
tutional point now arising I do not mean to treat, 
nor to decide: it is open to others, and will no doubt 
be discussed by them. But upon the expediency or 
propriety of including banks and other corporations 
in this bill, I will say a few words. The State with 
which I am connected can have as little objection 
to include banks in the bankrupt bill as any other 
State. Many persons in Massachusetts, quite re- 
Spectable and well informed, are in favor of the 
measure. But it appears to me they have not well 
considered the practical difficulties. Let us look at 
what is proposed to be done. 


There are eight hundred or a thousand State 
banks, each with its charter conferring its rights, 
prescribing its duties, and enjoining penalties. 

hey are banks of deposite, banks of discount, and 
It is now generally admitted 
that they are lawfully created. Their legal exist- 
ence is established. "They comprise, I suppose, two 
hundred millions of capital. Some of them are 
founded entirely on private ownership, while in 
some others the States creating them are proprie- 
tors, and in some others again the States are sole 
proprietors. Some of them have a right to suspend 
for a limited time; others have not this right; the 
charter of each being its own constitution. 


Such being the general state of things, it is now 
proposed to subject all these banks to the operation 
of a bankrupt law; so that when they stop payment 
for a day or an hour, their property and effects may 
be seized for distribution among their creditors, and 
their operations broken up. It is proposed to do 
this, although the charters of the banks may ex- 

ressly authorize them to do that very thing which 
is an act of bankruptcy under this bill, and for 
which their property is to be thus seized. Here is 
certainly a direct collision between State authority 
and the authority of the United States, which ought 
to be avoided whenever it can be. The act of Con- 
gress in this case would be made to repeal or annul 
pro tanto the law of the State. I do not say that 
this can in no case be done; but I say that all such 
collisions ought to be avoided if possible. 

It is proposed that Congress shall prescribe duties 
to the banks not prescribed by their own charters; 
and for the violation of those duties thus prescribe 
by Congress, it is proposed to ee against them 
as bankrupts, to sequestrate their effects, and vir- 
tually annul their franchises. If this can be done, 
should it be done, without clear and cogent neces- 
sity? Without wishing to represent the proposition 
as extravagant, or speaking of it with disrespect, it 
seems to me to be bold, if not rash, until a case of 
absolute necessity is made out. What would be- 
come of the bank stock in case of such seizure and 
sequestration? What extent of depression and 
fluctuation would attach to it, when such a law 
should be passed? What would become of the en- 
tire circulation of the country, if a general suspen- 
sion should happen, and all the banks should be 
thus seized ? hat would become of the country, 
creditors, and debtors, and of all its business, ifa 


| general suspension should happen, and all the banks 


should be placed in the hands of the Federal courts, 
their paper entirely disgraced, and an immediate 
collection ofall their debts attempted to be enforced ? 
What would become of some of the States who own 
the banks, and of others who derive revenues from 
them? And how could such immense affairs be 
administered by the courts of the United States? 
These difficulties appear to me to be startling. If, 
indeed, we were quite confident that such a provi- 
sion would hereafter prevent all general suspen- 
sions, we might venture upon the measure; we 
might expect to be able to deal with here and there 
an individual case. But this provision is not cer- 
tain to prevent general suspension 1n great emer- 
gencies or great commercial revolutions. Twice, 
within a few years, the banks have suspended, not- 
withstanding the penalties of their own charters, 
and the laws of their own States. ‘The real truth 
is, that, in the absence of all regulation or control 
by Congress, the banks have attempted, and do ate. 
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tempt, regulation by their own concert of action, 
They make a law for themselves. 

A general suspension is the result of a general 
concurrence, or of a general conviction of the ne- 
cessity of suspension, on the part of all the banks, 
or many of them. This has happened; and in the 
present state of affairs may happen again, notwith- 
standing a bankrupt law. In my opinion, indeed, 
it is certain to happen, notwithstanding a!l the 
bankrupt laws we can pass, until Congress shall do 
its duty, by enacting penare and preventive 
remedies; and if it should happen, one of two 
things must ensue—either Congress would be called 
together to repeal the law; or an utter and dead stop 
would take place in the payment of debts, in the 
concerns of commerce, and, indeed, in all the bu- 
siness of life. l 

In addition to the charters, it is to be remembered 
that several of the States have provisions of their 
own, founded on their own statutes, for proceeding 
against failing banks. Such banks are put into 
commission, or under sequestration, by the State 
courts, and a judicial administration and settle- 
ment of their affairs take place. Is our bankrupt 
law expected to supersede these State bankrupt 
laws? Are our courts to dispossess the State 
courts ? 

Sir, I will not pursue this subject further. I re- 
peat that in the part of the country to which Ibe- 

ong, I believe there is a pretty strong disposition to 
inclnde the banks in the bankrupt law. The peo- 
ple in that quarter apprehend from it no danger to 
themselves or their own institutions, and they wish 
to see banks elsewhere coerced, by the most effectual 
means, to resume and to maintain specie payments. 
I need not say that they are among the greatest 
sufferers by the present most ruinous state of things. 
They pay, and others do not paythem. They can- 
not long stand the present state of the currency ; and, 
like them, I am ready to take any practical mea- 
sure, any thing short of convulsive shocks between 
Biate authority and the aathority of the United 
States, to relieve it. But I confess that, for myself, 
to say nothing of the constitutional points, I'see for- 
midable difficulties in subjecting State banks to for- 
feiture and destruction by an act of bankruptcy. 
At any rate, if the banks are to be dealt-with in 
bankruptcy at all, their case would require, ob- 
viously, very many peculiar provisions, and they 
- should constitute the subject of a bill by themselves. 
Such a bill should be prospective; the commence- 
ment of its operation deferred; the act of hank- 
rupicy more clearly determined; provisions made 
to avoid, as far as possible, collision with State au- 
thoritics; and provisions also for superseding the 
commission, on resumption of payment, or security 
given. Various provisions of this kind, as it seems 
to me, would be essentially necessary. 

Leaving this very important part of the case, an- 
other question arises upon the proposed’ amend- 
ment. Shall the bankrupt act, in its application to 
individuals, be voluntary only, or both voluntar 
and compulsory ?_ It is wel] Known that I prefer it 
shouid be both. I think all insolvent and failing 
persons should have power to come in under its 
provisions, and be voluntary bankrupts; and I 
think, too, that, as to those who are strictly mer- 
chants and traders, creditors ought to have a right 
to proceed against them, in the commission of the 
usual acts of bankrupicy, and subject them to the 
provisions of the act. But the committee think 
otherwise. They find many objections to this from 
many parts of the country, and especially from the 
west. In a country so extensive, with a eople so 
various, with such different ideas and habits in re- 
gard to punctuality in commercial dealings, great 
Opposition is anticipated to any measure so strict 
and so penal as a coercive bankruptcy. I content 
myself, therefore, with what I can get. I content 
myself with the voluntary bankr:-ptcy. I am free 
to confess my leading object to be, to relieve those 
who are at present bankrupts—hopeless bankrupts— 
and who cannot be discharged or set free but by a 
bankrupt act passed by Congress. 1 confess that 
their case forms the great motive of my conduct. 
It is their case which has created the general cry 
for the measure. Not that their interest is opposed 
to the interest of creditors; still less that it is oppo- 
sed to the general good of the country. On the 
contrary, I believe the interest of creditors would 
.be greatly benefited even by a system of voluntary 
bankruptcy alone, and I am quite confident that the 
public good would be eminently promoted. In my 


judgment, all interests concur; and it is the duty of . 


-providing relief for these unfortunate insolvents, 
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in a manner thus favorable to all interests, which I 
feel urging me forward on this occasion. 
And now, sir, whence does this duty arise, 
which appears to me so pressing and imperative ? 
How has it become so incumbent upon us? What 
are the considerations, what the reasons, which 
have so covered our tables with petitions from all 
classes and all quarters, and which have loaded 
the air with such loud and unanimous invocations 
to Congress to pass a bankrupt law ? 

Sir, let me remind you, in the first place, that 
commercial as the country is, and having expe- 
rienced, as it has done, and experiencing, as it now 
does, great vicissitudes of trade and business, it is 
now almost forty years since any law has been in 
force by which any honest man, failing in business, 
could be efiectually discharged from debt by sur- 
rendering his proper, . The former bankrupt law 
was repealed December 19, 1803. From that day 
to this, the condition of an insolvent, however hon- 
est and worthy, has been utterly hopeless, so far as 
he depended on any mode of legal relief. This 
state of things has arisen from the peculiar provi- 
sions of the Constitution of the United States, and 
from the omission by Congress to exercise this 
branch of its constitutional power. By the Consti- 
tution, the States are prohibited from passing laws 
impairing the obligation of contracts. Bankrupt 
laws impair the obligation of contracts, if they dis- 
charge the bankrupt from his debts without pay- 
ment. The States, therefore, cannot pass such 
laws. The power, then, is taken away from the 
States, and placed in our hands. It is true that it 
has been decided that, in regard to contracts enter- 
ed into afier the passage of any State bankrupt law, 
between citizens of the State having such law, and 
sued in the State courts, a State discharge may pre- 
vail. So far, effect has been given to State laws. 1 
have great respect, habitually, for judicial deci- 
sions; but it has, nevertheless, I must say, always 
appeared tc me that the distinctions on which these 
decisions are founded are slender, and that they 
escape, without answering, the great political and 
commercial objects intended to be secured by this 
part of the Constitution, But these decisions 
whether right or wrong, afford no effectual relief. 
The qualifications and limitations which I have 
stated render them useless, as to the purpose of a 
general discharge. So much of the concerns of 
every man of business is with citizens of other 
States than his own, und with foreigners, that the 
partial extent to which the validity of State dis- 
charges reaches is of little benefit. 

The States, then, cannot pass effectual bankrupt 
Jaws: that is, effectual for the discharge of the 
debtor. There is no doubt that most, if not all, of 
the States would now pass such laws, if they had 
the power; although their legislation would be va- 
rious, interfering, and full of all the evils which 
the Constitution of the United States intended to 
provide against. But they have not the power. 
Congress, which has the power, does not exercise 
it. This is the peculiarity of our condition. The 
States would pass bankrupt laws, but they cannot; 
we can, but we will not. And between this want 
of power in the States, and want of will in Con- 
gress, unfortunate insolvents are left to hopeless 
bondage. There are probably one or two hundred 
thousand debtors, honest, sober, and industrious, 
who drag out lives, useless to themselves, useless to 
their families, and useless to their country, for no 
reason but that they cannot be legally discharged 
from debts in which misfortunes have involved 
them, and which there is no possibility of their 
ever paying. I repeat, again, that these cases have 
now been accumulating for a whole generation. 

It is true, they are not imprisoned ;. but there 
may be, and there is, restraint and bondage outside 
the walls of a jail, as well as in. Their power of 
earning is in truth taken away; their faculty of use- 
fal employment. is paralyzed, and hope itself be- 
comes extinguished. Creditors, generally, are not 
inhumane or unkind; but there will be found some 
who hold on, and the more a debtor struggles to 
free himself, the more they fee! encouraged to hold 
on. Their mode of reasoning is, that the more hon- 
est the debtor may be, the more industrious, the 
more disposed to struggle and bear up against his 
misfortunes, the greater the chance is, that in the 
end, especially if the humanity of others shall 
have led them to release him, their own debts may 
be finally recovered. . 

Now, in this state of our constitutional powers 


and duties, in this state of our Jaws, and with this | 


actually existing condition of so many insolvents 
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before us, it is not too serious to ask every member 
of the Senate to put it to his own conscience to say 
whether we are not bound to exercise our constitu- 
ttonal duty. Can we abstain from exercising it? 
The States give to their own laws all the effect 
they can. This shows that they desire the power 
to be exercised. Several States have, in the most 
solemn manner, made known their earnest wishes 
to Congress. {f we still refuse, what is to be done? 
Many of these insolvent persons are young men, 
with young families. Like other men, they have 
capacities both for action and for enjoyment. Are 
we tostifle all these forever? Are we to suffer all 
these persons, many of them every way meritorious 
and respectable, to be pressed to the earth, forever, 
by a load of hopeless debt? The existing diversi- 
ties and contradictions of State laws on the subject 
admirably illustrate the objects of this part of the 
Constitution, as stated by Mr. Madison; and they 
form that precise case for which the clause was in- 
serted. The very evil intended to be provided 
against is before us, and around us, and pressing us 
on all sides. How can we, how dare we, make a 
perfect dead letter of this part of the Constitution, 
which we have sworn to support? The insolvent 
persons have not the power of locomotion. They 
cannot travel from State to State. They are pris- 
oners. To my certain knowledge, there are many 
who cannot even come here, to the seat of the Gov- 
ernment, to present their petitions to Congress, so 
great is their fear that some creditor will dog their 
heels, and arrest them in some intervening Siate, or 
in this District, in the hope that friends will appear 
to save them, by payment of the debts, from impris- 
onment. These are truths, not creditable to the 
country ; but they are truths. Iam sorry for their 
existence. Sir, there is one crime, quite too com- 
mon, which the laws of man do not punish, but 
which cannot escape the justice of God; and that 
is, the arrest and confinement of a debtor, by his 
creditor, with no motive on earth but the hope that 
some friend, or some relative, perhaps almost as 
poor as himself—his mother, it may be, or his sis- 
ters, or his daughters—will give up all their own 
little pittance, and make beggars of themselves, to 
save him from the horrors of a loathsome jail. 
Human retribution may not reach this guilt; hu- 
man feeling may not penetrate the flinty heart that 
perpetrates it; but an hour is surely coming, with 
more than human retribution on its wings, when 
that flint shall be melted, either by the power of 
penitence and grace, or in the fires of remorse. 
Sir, I verily believe that the power of perpetuate 
ing debts against debtors, for no substantial good to 
the creditor himself, and the power of imprison- 
ment for debt, at least as it existed in this country 
ten years ago, have imposed more restraint on per 
sonal liberty than the law of debtor and creditor 
imposes in any other Christian and commercial 
country. If any public good were attained, any 
high political object answered, by such laws, there 
might be some reason for counselling submission 
and sufferance to individuals. But the result is 
bad, every way. It is bad to the public and to the 
country, which loses the effurts and the industry of 
so many useful and capable citizens. It is bad to 
creditors ; because there is no security against pref- 
erences, no principle of equality, and no encourage- 
ment for honest, fair, and seasonable assignments 
of effects. As to the debtor, however good his ins 
tentions or earnest his endeavors, it subdues his 
spirits, and degrades him in his own esteem; and 
if he attempts any thing for the purpose of obtain- 
ing food and clothing for bis family, he is driven 
to unworthy shifts and disguises, to the yse of other. 
persons’ names, to the adoption of the character of 
agent, and various other contrivances to keep the 
little earnings of the day from the reach of his 
creditors. Fathers act in the name of their sans; 
sons act in the name of their fathers ; all constantly 
exposed to the greatest temptation to misrepresent 
facts and to evade the law, if creditors should strike. 
All this is evil—unmixed evil. And what. is it all 
for? What good to any body ? - Who likes it, who 
wishes it ? What class of creditors desires it? What 
consideration of public good demands it? 
Sir, we talk much, and talk warmly, of olitical 
liberty, and well we may ; for it is among the chief 
of public blessings. But who can enjoy political. 
liberty if he is deprived, permanently, of personal, 
liberty, and the exercise of his own industry and 
his own faculties ? To those unfortunate individu- 
als, doomed to the everlasting bondage of debt, 
what is it, that we have free institutions of Govern- 
ment? What is it, that we have public and popular 
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assemblies? Nay, to them, what is even this Con- 
_titution itself, in its actual operation, and as we 
wow administer that part of it which was intended 
for cases like theirs? As we administer it, what is 
its aspect to them, but an aspect of stern, implaca- 
ble severity—an aspect of refusal, denial, and 
frowning rebuke? Nay, more than that, an aspect 
not only of austerity and rebuke even, but, as they 
must think it, of plain injustice also; since it will 


not relieve them, nor suffer others to give them re- | 


lief. What love can they feel towards the Consti- 
tation of their country, which has taken the power 


of striking off their bond from their own parental | 


State Governments, and yet, inexorable to all the 
cries of justice and of mercy, holds it, unexercised, 
in its own fast and unrelenting clench ? They find 
themselves bondsmen, because we will not execute 
the commands of the Constitution; bondsmen to 
debt which they cannot pay, and which all 


know they cannot pay, and which takes avay the | 


power of supporting themselves. Other slaves have 
masters, charged with the duty of support and pro- 
tection ; but their masters neither plone, nor teed, 
nor shelter—they only bind. 

But, sir, the fault is not in-the Constitution. The 
Constitution is beneficent as well as wise in all its 
provisions on this subject ; but the fault, I must be 
allowed to say, is in us, who have suffered ourselves 
quite too long to neglect the duty incumbent upon 
us. The time will come, sir, when we shall look 
back and wonder at the long delay of this just and 
salutary measure. We shall feel, as we now feel, 
when we reflect on that progress of opinion which 


has already done so much on another and a con- | 


nected subject—1 mean the abolition of imprison- 
ment for debt. What should we say at this day, if 
it were proposed to re-establish arrest and impris- 
onment for debt, as it existed in most of the States 


even so late as twenty years ago?—I mean for debt | 
alone, for mere pure debt, without charge or sus- | 


picion of fraud or falsehood ? 
Sir, it is about that length of time, I think, since 


ou, who now preside over our deliberations, began j 


re your efforts for the abolition of imprisonment 
for debt; and a better work was never begun inthe 
Capitol. Ever remembered and ever honored be 
that noble effort! You drew the attention of the 
nee to the question, whether, in a civilized and 

risian country, debt, incurred without fraud 
and remaining unpaid without fault, is a crime, and 


acrime fit to be partes by denying to the offender ' 
the light of heaven, and shutting | 


the enjoyment o 
him up within four walls. Your own good sense, 
and that instinct of right feeling, which often out- 
Tuns sagacity, carried you at once to a result to 
which others were more slowly brought, but to 
which nearly all have at length been brought, by 
reason, reflection, and argument. Your movement 
led the way—it became an example, and has had 
powerful eifecton both sides of the Atlantic. Impris- 
onment for mere debt, or even arrestand holding to 
bail for mere debt, no longer exists in England; and 
former laws.on the subject have been greatly modi- 
fied aud mitigated, as we all know, in our States. 
“ Abolition of imprisonment for debt,” your own 
words in the title of your own bill, have become 
the title of an act of Parliament. 

Sir, I am glad of an occasion to pay you the 
tribute of my own sincere respect for these your 
labors in the cause of humanity and enlightened 

licy. For these labors thousands of grateful 
hearts have thanked you; and other thousands of 
hearts, not yet full of joy for the accomplishment of 
their hopes—full rather at the present moment of 
deep kad ditreasing anxiety—have yet thepleasure 
to know that your advice, your counsel, and your 
influence, will all be given in favor of what is in- 
tended for their relief, in the bill before us. — 

Mr. President, let us atone for the omissions of 
the past, by a prompt and efficient discharge of pres- 
ent doty. The demand for this measure is not 

ial or local. It comes to us,-earnest and loud, 
rom all classes and all quarters. Thetime is come 
when we must answer it to our own breasts, if we 
suffer longer delay or postponement. High hopes, 
high daties, and high responsibilities concentrate 
themselves on this measure and this moment. With 
a power to pass a bankrupt law—that power 
which no other Legislature in the country pos- 
sesses—with a power of giving relief to many, 
doing injustice to none, I again ask every man who 
hears me, if he can content himself without an 
honest attempt to exercise that power? We may 
think it would be better to have left the power 
with the States; but 1t was not left with the States; 
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they have it not, and we cannot give it to them. It 
is in our hands, to be exercised by us, or to be for- 
ever useless and lifeless. Under these circumstan- 
ces, does not every man’s heart tell him that he has 
a duty to discharge? If the final vote shall be 
given this day, and if that vote shall still leave 
thousands of our fellow-citizens and their families 
in hopeless and helpless distress, to everlasting sub- 
jection to irredeemable debt, can we go to our beds 
with satisfied consciences? Can we lay our heads 
upon our pillows, and, without self-reproach, sup- 
plicate the Almighty Mercy to forgive us our debts 
even as we also forgive our debtors? Sir, let us 
meet the unanimous wishes of the country, and 
proclaim relief to the unfortunate throughout all 
the land. What should hinder? What should 
stay our hands from this good work? Creditors 
do not oppose it; they apply for it; debtors solicit 
it with importunity, earnestness, and anxiety not to 
be described ; the Constitution enjoins it; and all 
the considerations of justice, policy, and propriety, 
which are wrappe up in the phrase Public Duty, 
demand it, asI think, and demand it loudly and 
imperatively from our hands. Sir, let us gratify 


; the whole country, for once, with the joyous clang 


of chains—joyous because heard falling from the 
limbs of men. The wisest among those whom I 


| address can desire nothing more beneficial than 
| this measure, or more universally desired; and he 
| who is youngest may not expect to live long enough 


to see a better opportunity of causing new pleasures 
and a happiness long untasted to spring up in the 
hearts of the poor and the humble. How many 
husbands and fathers are looking with hopes which 
hey cannot suppress, and yet hardly dare tocherish, 
How many wives 
and mothers will pass sleepless and feverish nights, 
until they know whether they and their families 
shall be raised from poverty, despondency, and des- 
pair, and restored again to the circles of industrious, 
independent, and happy life! 

Sir, let it be to the honor of Congress that, in 
these days of political strife and controversy, we 
have laid aside for once the sin that most easily 
besets us, and, with unanimity of counsel and wit 
singleness of heart and of purpose, have accom- 
plished for our country one measure of unques- 
tionable good. 


SPEECH OF Mz. TALLMADGE, 
OF NEW YORK, / 


In Senate, May 22, 1840.4-0n ye Bankrupt Bill, 

Mr. Tatumapes said: I qo yt wish to protract 
this debate; and as the savgtal questions which 
are presented for the considfration of the Senate 
in the bill and amendmeng before us have been 
very ably and elaborately discussed, I shall content 
myself with presenting a very few remarks on this 
subject. I wish toact upon it promptly and efficiently. 
I desire the enactment of such a bankrupt law as 
shall respond to the call of the country, and grant 
relief to honest, unfortunate men. That we have 
authority to pass such a law, 1 do not doubt; and 
that the welfare of the country demands it, all will 
admit. 

The prominent feature of a bankrupt law, and 
the one that distinguishes it from all other laws, is, 
that it cancels or dissolves the contract between 
debtor and creditor, and leaves to the former the 
uninterrupted enjoyment of his future acquisitions. 
This is a high attribute of sovereignty, a great con- 
servative power, and is necessarily inherent in all 
Governments. It is the protecting, paternal power, 
which, like the power to pardon offences against 
the criminal laws, may be exercised by the supreme 

wer in a State, for the benefit of the whole people. 
This power has been exercised in all civilized Gov- 
ernments, and with the most beneficial and salutary 
effects. It has been exercised by this Government ; 
and neither the power to pass sueh laws, nor the 
expediency of them has been questioned by the 
ople beyond this Chamber. Why, then, is it that 
aws have not be enenacted, by which the child of 
misfortune may be protected against persecution and 
oppression? Your State Governments have done 
much to meliorate the condition of the honest debt- 
or; insolvent laws have been enacted, and laws 
abolishing imprisonment for debt have been passed ; 
but still the debtor remains a bondman, without 
the means of rendering himself useful to his 
country or to society. : 
I apprehend, sir, that the 
enactment of such laws may 


reat obstacle to the 
found in the fact 
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that this branch of Congress is not so near to the 
people as the Legislatures of the several States. 
We are not so conversant with local wants and 
exigencies, and are not so capable of appreciating 
the peculiar necessity for the enactment of laws that 
relate immediately to the fortunes of individuals, 
Be this as it may, Congress undoubtedly possesses 
the power to grant the relief called for. ` It belongs 
to that class of powers which mark the practical 
wisdom displayed by the framers of the Constitu- 
tion. It isa power which, when properly exercised, 
will “promote intercourse between ihe several 
States.” Itis one of those important powers which 
were granted by the people of the States, in order 
to form, in the concise and comprehensive language 
of the preamble to our Constitution, “a more per- 
fect union, establish justice, ensure domestic tran- 
quillity, provide for the common defence, promote 
the general welfare, and secure the blessings of 
liberty to themselves and their posterity.” The 
Constitution was intended to confer more benefits 
upon the popi than could be secured without it. 
It declares that “the citizens of each State shall 
be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of 
citizens in the several States.” All subjects of 
legislation that would yield a larger liberty, and as 
much protection and happiness to the citizens, were 
granted to the Federal Government by the sovereign 
States that formed the Constitution. 

In a Government like ours, no greater bond of 
union can exist, than free and uninterrupted inter- 
course between different sections of the country. 
Hence the incalculable benefits which have been 
bestowed by the States upon this nation in the con- 
struction of internal improvements, the extending 
of canals and railroads into the great west, and the 
rapid, cheap, and safe means of transporting per- 
sons and property. This important tie between 
the east and the west, the north and the south, 
was duly estimated by Wasuincron; but it was re- 
served to the genius of Cinron to give a practical 
illustration of its advantages. I trust, sir, that the 
States will continue to be guided by this illustrious 
example, and persevere amidst all their embarrass- 
ments, until every section of our country shall be 
traversed by the railroad and locomotive. 

Whilst we are encouraging intercourse between 
different sections of the country, we must -not be 
unmindful that each of the several States has en- 
acted laws to enforce the collection of debts, and 
that the discharge of an honest unfortunate debtor 
in one State does not protect him or his property 
from seizure by the Federal courts on behalt of a 
creditor in another State, or against the operation 
of the laws of any other State whilst within its 
jurisdiction. To remove this great cause of dis- 
satisfaction and jealousy, the States conferred upon 
Congress the power to “estabiish uniform laws on 
the subject of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States.” Nor did they stop here. They deemed it 
important that they should not have. the power to 
interfere with the contracts of citizens, and, there- 
fore, they divested themselves of all power over 
the subject, by declaring that “no State shall pass 
any law impairing the obligations of contracts.” 
Thus the States have not only conferred upon Cone 
gress the right to pass uniform bankrupt laws, but 
they have conferred upon it the exclusive power. 
This attribute of sovereignty, therefore, has been 
conveyed by the States to the General Government. 
As Congress possesses the exclusive right to enact 
bankrupt laws, and as this grant was made for the 
benefit of the whole people, I hold that the power 
and the duty to exercise it are correlative terms. 
The omission to exercise this power strikes out of 
existence this high attribute of sovereignty, and we 
present to the world the strange anomaly of twenty- 
six independent sovereignties which would but 
cannot exercise this power, and a General Gbvern- 
ment which should but will not exercise it. 

The chairman of the committee has said that, as 
we are bound to refer to British precedents for ail 
information on this subject, the power or right to 
pass bankrupt laws must be controlled by the laws 
existing in England at the time our Constitution 
was adopted. Sir, is this so? Are we bound b 
laws that no longer bind the people of England, 
and to whom we owe no allegiance? Surely this 
is a construction which few will contend for. Are 
we, the people of the United States, bound to obey, 
as part of our own Constitution, the antiquated 
laws and customs of England 4 No, sir. The fra- 
mers of the Constitution intended no such thing. 
They referred not to the existing laws in England 
or the colonies on this subject, but 10 the power— 
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the omnipotent power of the Government over it. 
‘* Congress shall have power to establish uniform 
Jews on the subject of bankruptcy.” How has this 
wer been exercised in England? Has it not 
been the subject of continued legislation? At one 
time the bankrupt law included all classes; after- 
wards, it was restricted totraders; and again it was 
extended to all persons. Thus the law has been 
made to extend and contract, to meet the ever-vary- 
ing opinions of the people. Laws which embrace 
volantary and involuntary bankrupts have long 
since been enacted; and the Government, for seve- 
ral hundred years, has exercised this power with- 
out restriction and without-question. either the 
pie, the courts, nor the Parliament of Great 
ritain, have doubted the power of Government to 
enact any law in regard to the relation of debtor 
and creditor. 

This power, and to the extent it has been or can 
be exercised in England, is posesed by every in- 
dependent Government. The old Thirteen Colo- 
nies, when they declared themselves free, sovereign, 
and independent States, on the 4th. of July, 1776, 
became, tpso facto, severally invested with this 
power, in as full and ample a manner as it was 

and could be exercised by the Parliament 
of Great Britain. If, therefore, the State sovereign- 
ties had entered into no compact, had formed no 
Constitution, had granted no power to a General 
Government, they would have possessed the same 
wer over the subject of bankruptcy, and could 
Reve exercised it in the same manner, that it can be 
exercised in England. As the States possessed this 
attribute of sovereignty, it was in their power to 
convey it to any Government founded upon a grant 
of powers by the States. This power is granted in 
the Constitution; and its exercise is left to the dis- 
cretion of Congress, with no restriction or limita- 
tion, except that all laws in relation to it shall be 
uniform throughout the United States. This re- 
striction upon the discretion of Congress was the 
-very object for which the grant was made. Under 
a number of State sovereignties, uniformity could 
not be secured. Their laws would differ on this 
subject, and thus “ the citizens of each State could 
not enjoy all the privileges and immtnities of citi- 
zens in the several States,” according to the true 
intent of the people in “forming a more perfect 
union,” by the adoption of the Constitution of the 
United States. We are now experiencing the wis- 
dom of this grant in the want of harmony and uni- 
formity on this subject amongst the several States. 
By this view of the origin of this power, and the 
object for which it was granted, it is evident that 
the word “uniform” does not relate to classes of 
citizens that may be included, but means to declare 
that whatever class or classes of persons shall be 
included in a bankrupt law, it shall be made to ope- 
rate upon the same class in every State. In other 
words, Congress shall not include one class in 
Louisiana, and another class in New York, nor 
make a law applicable to one State that does not af- 
fect all. The meaning of the word uniform is well 
settled in the Constitution. ‘Congress shall have 
power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and 
excises; but all duties, imposts, and excises shall 
be uniform throughout the United States.” “ Con- 
gress shall have pro to pass uniform laws of 
naturalization.” No one can mistake its meaning 
or import in these cases. All that is required is, 
that the same regulations on these subjects shal] 
prevail in all the States. But as I have designed, 
throughout my remarks not to dwell on topics 
which have been fally discussed by others, I will 
dismiss this part of the subject with the single re- 
mark—that, to my mind, uo provision of the Consti- 
tution is more explicit, and no language could 
have more clearly conveyed the meaning of the 
framers of that instrument, than that which is there 
employed, 

Having shown that the power conferred upon 
Congress by the Constitution is unlimited, I now 
proceed to inquire how it shall be exercised ? and 
what is the cause of the demand for the exercise of 
this power 4 f . j 

Sir, not many years since, this country presented 
to the eye of the statesman and philanthropist cause 
for congratulation in a scene of prosperity and 
happiness unsurpassed at any time, or under any 
Government. It was not confined to a narrow dis- 
trict of country, nor to a privileged class of the 
community. It spread over the whole length and 
breadth of our land, and was diffused amongst, and 
enjoyed by, the whole population. Manufactures 
flourished ; agriculture returned not only an abune 
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dant harvest of the necessaries of life to the laborer 
and husbandman, but a price commensurate with 
his highest hopes. Trade and commerce yielded 
to the industrious and intelligent merchant a rich 
reward, and every department of the arts and 
sciences felt the genial influences of universal 
prosperity ; industry, capacity, integrity, and intel- 
ligence became capital; the man possessed of these 
properties and qualifications was lifted to a level 
with the wealthy; this species of capital became 
the great leveller, or democratic principle by which 
the power of wealth was placed upon a level with 
character and credit. Under this state of general 
prosperity, and the influence of these democratic 

rinciples, great numbers were induced to engage 
mm trade, and incur large obligations, under the be- 
lief that property would continue to be easily con- 
verted into money, and that confidence in character 
would continue throughout the land. All this pros. 
perity, and their fond hopes, were doomed to meet 
with a fatal and appalling overthrow. Suddenly, 
as if a tornado had visited our land with its devas- 
tating ravages, we find the hopes of the merchant, 
the fond anticipations of the farmer, the prospects 
of the manufacturer, and the dependence of the 
laborer, overwhelmed and buried in one common 
ruin. 

In the commercial and trading circles, doubt is 
the forerunner of evil, and the destruction of pros- 
perity. Loss of credit is loss of property, the 
wreck of hope, and beginning of despair. Proper- 
ty of all kinds loses a portion of its value when it 
is deprived of its convertible charaeter. Credit 
alone, in this country, renders property saleable. 
In proportion to the amount of confidence and in- 
dustry, intelligence and activity, is the amount of 
personal responsibility; and this constitutes the 
peat bulk of the credit of the country. When in- 

ividual credit becomes impaired, a general cur- 
tailment of business ensues. All wish to sell and 
collect, and none to buy and pay. And thus the 
very struggle that is produced brings about the re- 
sult which all desire to avoid. In this trading and 
commercial country, every man is directly or indi- 
rectly connected in buying and selling ; and busi- 
ness operations become so multifarious and com- 
plex, that the creditor is a debtor, and the debtor a 
creditor ; therefore, as soon as confidence is sha- 
ken,and the means of transferring property ceases, 
all become involved in one common ruin. 

Let not the wise and prudent chide the unfortu- 
nate with his overthrow. All are liable to acci- 
dents which no human prudence or foresight can 
avoid or prevent. The great fire that occurred in 
the oy of New York on the 16th day of December, 
1835, destroyed more than twenty-five millions of 
property, and inflicted an injury upon the institu- 
tions and merchants of that city that years will not 
obliterate. Who can contemplate the destruction 
of stores and warehouses, covering forty acres, in 
the most active business section of that great city, 
filled with costly merchandise collected from every 
country on the globe, and not feel that this misfor- 
tune was too sudden and overwhelming to come 
within the ordinary rules of commercial prudence 
or foresight? Beneath the burning and crumbling 
walls of that great city lie buried the hopes of thou- 
sands. So great and unprecedented was the cala- 
mity, that the insurer and the insured met with one 
common fate. And thus in this case, as in that of 
the sudden depreciation of the value of property, 
the creditor of yesterday becomes the debtor and 
bankrupt of to-day, without prospect or hope of 
being able to release himself kom the vast load of 
debt which these misfortunes have thrust upon him. 

It is because of the overthrow and ruin of hun- 
dreds of thousands of intelligent, industrious, and 
honest men, that this cry comes up to you from this 
broad land. It comes in tones and with a volume 
that leaves no room to doubt the source from which 
it emanates, or the depth of feeling and sympathy 
which produces it. It comes from farmers and 
manufacturers, merchants and traders, artisans 
and laborers. It comes, sir, from your cities and 
villages, from the grain-growing country on the 
borders of the great lakes, and irom the cotton and 
rice fields on the Gulf of Mexico. From the east 
and west, the north and south, there comes but one 
prayer: whether in the petition of your humble ci- 
tizen, the memorial of your populous towns, or the 
resolves of the Legislatures of the States we repre- 
sent, all call upon us to release the honest, the un- 
fortunate debtor; all appreciate his sufferings, and 
desire to rescue him from the degradation and de- 
spair into which he has been cast by occurrences 
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that he could not foresee, and over which he had 
no control. 

Sir, there can be no doubt as to the causes that 
have produced this universal call upon Congress. 
From the first memorial presented here, to the last 
petitions that have been laid upon your table, but 
ofe request has been made. I, sir, had the honor 
of presenting the first memorial on this subject. It 
was prepared and signed by Silas M. Stilwell, of 
the city of New York. It set forth in a clear and 
distinct manner the claims of the debtor for relief, 
the benefit to the moral character of our country, 
the great importance of this measure to the pros- 
perity of trade and commerce, the evident advan- 
tage to the creditor, and the useless and hopeless 
condition of hundreds of thousands of unfortunate 
men, their families and dependants, unless relieved 
by an act of Congress, All this was presented and 
illustrated with great ability, and concluded with 
these emphatic words : ; 

“Upon an application for a discharge under a 
bankrupt law, the debtor should be required to es- 
tablish his integrity, and make a conveyance of all 
his property. When these two acts shall have been 
done to the salisfaction of the proper tribunal, the 
debtor sheuld be forthwith discharged from all his 
debts. Ifsuch a law, simple in its provisions, and 
direct in its effects, shall receive the sanction of 
Congress, the interest of society will be harmonized 
and promoted, the unfortunate relieved and sus- 
tained, and the laws respected and enforced.” 

This memorial was published in all the papers 
of the city of New York, and different sections of 
the Union, and with universal approbation, and 
embodies the reasons upon which all the other pe- 
titions are founded. This petition was ordered to 
be printed, and is now upon the files of the Senate. 

Ånd now, Mr. President, whilst referring to this 
memorial, I trust I shall be excused in taking this 
occasion to do a simple act of justice to the gentle- 
man whose name I have introduced. The honor- 
able Senator from Massachusetts paid a merited 
compliment to the Vice President of the United 
States for an early-movement made by him in Con- 
gress to abolish imprisonment for debt; and, al- 
though his efforts were unsuccessful, he is entitled, 
nevertheless, to the honor’of being amongst the first 
to move in this great work of reform. Examples 
of this sort have led the way to the accomplishment 
of much that has since been done to blot out this 
feature of barbarism from our statute-books. 
Amongst those who have been the pioneers in this 
great undertaking, no name stands more conspic- 
uous than that of Sras M. Sti.wett—and to none 
is greater honor due for unwearied exertions and 
untiring perseverance in this great cause of philan- 
thropy. To bis talents and eminent exertions are 
the State of New York and the country indebted for 
the melioration of the condition of the debtors. He 
is the father of the non-imprisonment act of the 
State of New York; and although others co-operated 
with him in this great work, yet to him is due the 
honor of having procured the enactment of the first 
law that absolutely and wnconditiv,.-Yy abolished 
imprisonment for debt. ‘To accomplish this great 
object was a work of no ordinary magnitude; and, 
as [ was also a member of the Legislature, I can 
bear witness to the thousand obstacles that were 
overcome, and ay eri encountered, in bringing 
the public mind to consent to this humane experi- 
ment. For several subsequent sessions ineffectual 
efforts were made to repeal the act. And, as an 
evidence of the increasing opinion of the public in 
favor of justice and humanity, I have the pleasure 
of informing the Senate that, at the late session, the 
Legislature of the State of New York abolished the 
last vestige of this barbarism by repealing, by a unan- 
imous vote of both Houses, the law which author- 
ized the arrest of a non-resident del om, 

The example of New York has had a salutary 
influence in many States, and upon the General 
Government. It was the cause of the passage of a 
bill that I had the honor of introducing here, to: 
prevent persons from being imprisoned in any State 
upon process issuing out of the courts of the United 
States, where, by the laws of such State, imprison- 
ment for debt had been abolished. I trust, sir, this 
inclination of the public mind in favor of the liberty 
and rights of unfortunate men will inerease until 
equality in all the privileges of a free people shall 
be established ; aad. I am glad to find, as the Sena- 
tor from North Carolina (Mr. SrraNnce) has said, 
that this is the effect of the democratic principle in 
our legislation. Formerly, creditors alone were 
represented ; their rights were guarded and amply 


a 


May, 1840, 


267TH CONG... LST SESS. 


protected ; but the unfortunate debtor seldom found 
an advocate in legislative halls. Now, under our 
system of government, his rights are recognised, 
and the creditor has become convinced that the 
freedom of the debtor will promote the happiness of 
both, and advance the prosperity_of the public. 

. I think, sir, I have shown that the legislation de- 
manded of us is for the relief of the unfortunate 
debtor ; and therefore I conclude that the bill intro- 
duced by the majority of the Judiciary Committee, 
which provides for the relief of voluntary bank- 


rupts, is a direct response to the call of the country. | 


The honorable chairman objects tothis bill, because 
it does not include involuntary bankrupts also ; and 
contends that this. omission destroys its uniformity, 
and renders it unconstitutional. I have already 
inquired into the meaning of the word “ uniform,” 
and ifmy construction be correct, then there is none- 
cessity for including these two classes in one bill. 
Several weeks since, the Senator from Massachu- 
setts and myself, at the request of the chairman of 


` Is there any complaint that the laws are not suffi- 


the Judiciary Committee, (Mr. Watt,) introduced .: 
bills on this subject, including both voluntary and © 


involuntary bankruptcy. These bills were the 
same in principle, but different in detail, and were 
reterred tothe Judiciary Committee. A majority 
of that committee, after mature consideration, have 
reported a bill which is applicable to voluntar 
bankrupts only; and, sir, after examining the bill, 
I have determined to give it my support, because I 
believe it presents in a more acceptable form the 
relieť which the petitions call for. In the amend- 
ments proposed by the chairman are included vol- 
antary and in 
And it has been gravely urged that, unless these 
rovisions are included in the same bill, it will not 
constitutional. As there has been no argument 
resented which proves that what is constitutional 


in one bill would not be constitutional in two, Ishall |. 


roposition that is not sus- |" upon your table, does not desire you to exercise that 


not attempt to refute a 
tained by any known rule of construction. 


- E will now consider the necessity and expediency |. the collection of debts is recognised ; but the reso- 


of including any provisions in this bill ‘relating to 
compuliory 
pre ed fo 

Tuptcy, by the amendment under consideration, 
there is no resemblance in form or effect. One 
proposes a means of relief for the honest, unfortu- 


nate man, who will surrender his property for the | 


benefit of his creditors ; whilst the other presents to 
the creditor a new em by which to detect and 
punish a fraudulent debtor. One is a civil, andthe 
other in the nature cf a crimina! proceeding. One 
is the voluntary act of the debtor, the other isa 
compulsory proceeding on the part of the creditor. 
Is there any necessary connexion between these 
propositions ? Should a measure of relief to mis- 
fortune be coupled with provisions to punish fraud- 
ulent debtors? The chairman does not present an 
objection to the subject-matter of the bill—to the 
pain and simple plan of relief; but he seeks to at- 
tach to it a variety of debateable questions, which 
are foreign to the prayer of the petitioners, and dis- 
connected with the principlesof the bill. Toamend, 
by adding a distinct proposition, is a novel mode of 
legislating. Is it not obnoxious to many objections 
which are generally raised against bills when the 
union of subjects tends to multiply supporters? Is 
it not equally unfair, if it operates to defeat ques- 
tions otherwise unobjectionable ?_ By such unneces- 


sary amendments this bill may bedefeated, although |: 


a majority of the Senate may be in favor of it, or 
provisions to which a majority are opposed may be- 
come alaw. Let us legislate on this subject as we 
do upon all others. Let these distinct questions be 
embodied in two bills, that each Senator may be 
enabled to record his vote for or against them, with- 
out being compelled to pursue a course inconsistent 
with his wishes or revolting to his feelings. There 
ean be no serious objection to our granting relief to 
the honest unfortunate man. He seeks these halls, 
because his only hope lies here; we, and we alone, 
can set him free. 

Bat the chairman urges that we disregard the 
rights of the creditor, and provide him with no 
means to enforce his contract. Sir,does that Sena- 
tor believe that creditors have embraced this oppor- 
tunity to obtain additional laws to inflict new pains 
and penalties upon debtors? And is this the rea- 
son why Congress is pressed by petitions? Why 
are your tables burdened with memorials from 
thousands and hundreds of thousands of the citizens 
of the several States? Why do the State Legisla- 
tares, by solemn resolves, duly certified under their ~ 
peal of state, and transmitted here by their several 


bankruptcy. Between the remedies | 
r cases of voluntary and involuntary | 


.. for the purpose of discovering property which pro- 
. perly belongs to the creditors; and this proceeding, 


voluntary bankrupts and corporations. |! 


| 


‘| loser by this measure. $ 
'' is deeply interested in procuring the release of the 
i| debtor. 


States, but they are made to suit the peculiar situa- 


' that power conferred by the Constitution which au- 
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Governors, call upon Congress to establish uniform 
laws of bankrupicy ? Is it not because the Consti- 
tution declares that “no State shall pass any law 
impairing the obligation of contracts,” and that 
“ Congress shall have power to establish uniform 
laws on the subject of bankruptcy?” Do they not 
call upon Congress to do that, and that only, which 
Congress alone cando? The States have not sur- 
rendered the right to pass laws for the benefit of the 
creditor, Their power is supreme. They have 
enacted laws without number for the collection of 
debts and enforcing the performance of contracts. 


ciently severe? Are there not laws of every kind 
and description, from the warrant of a justice of 
the peace to the attachment in the court of chance- 
ry? Itis true these remedies vary in the several 


tion of the communities in which they exist. The 
wit of legislators has been exhausted in devising 
means to extract every dollar from the debtor, and 
cast him penniless upon the world. He is exam- 
ined under oath, at the pleasure of the creditor, 
with the pains and penalties of perjury before him, 


which appears to leave nofurther room for improve- 
ment, is what Lord Brougham calls “ the perfection | 
of the law.” 
Sir, can any one anne that further remedies ! 
are needed for the creditor? And is there a Sen- 


would call upon Congress to enact laws for the col- 
lection of debts within its borders ? 
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which he has been placed, have been unimpeachable, 
his creditors will grasp their claims with mare te- 
nacity, under a belief that they can yet wring some- 
thing from his hard earnings, or the sympathy of 
friends or relatives. If, however, a debtor is re- 
puted to be dishonest, dissipated, and generally dis- 
solute in his habits, his creditor is always ready 
and willing to compromise for his claim, and take 
any thing he can get, under the belief that if he 


: does not take what is offered, he will obtain nothing 


by holding the claim against one so destitute of 
cha 


racter and principle. 

“Thus, under the operation of our laws, a char- 
acter for honesty and integrity falls upon the poor 
debtor like a blighting curse; and he has many 
reasons to envy the good fortune of the knave, 


: whose character for dishonesty releases him from 


bondage. 

“The situation of an honest debtor, under the 
operation of our laws, can be of no service to any 
person, and is severely injurious to the community. 
After a debtor has surrendered his property, and 
thus deprived himself of the means by which he 
transacted business, what can he do if he still re- 
mains subject to the claims of his creditors? Sup- 
pose him in the prime of life, with a family depen- 
dent upon him; a merchant by education, and emi- 
nently qualified for mercantile pursuits; in debt 
many thousand dollars beyond all his means ot 
payment: how is he to proceed to acquire property 4 


> |, He is prevented from engaging again in trade, be- 
ator here who believes that the State he represents || 


cause every thing he may purchase will be subject 


| tothe claims of his creditors; they will watch his 


Can we believe `; 


that the State Legislatures would call upon Con- |: 


gress to do what they have the power to do, and : 
which they have heretofore done to the entire satis- ; 
faction cfthe people? Sir, the Legislature by which 
I was appointed, and which passed the resolution 
power. No necessity for any additional laws for 
lution declares— 

“That the Congress of the United States is im- 
perionsiy called upon, by the embarrassments which | 

ve prostrated the business of the country, to exercise 


thorizes them to establish uniform laws on the sub» 
ject of bankruptcies of natural persons throughout 
the United States.” 

I have been unable to discover any necessity or 
reason for the enactment of any laws for the collec- 
tion of debts, where it is so manifest that neither | 
the States nor the people desire it. I was surprised 
to hear the Senator from New Jersey intimate that 
this bill would relieve the debtor to the injury of 
the creditor, and that it would open the door to 
fraud and perjury. Why, sir, does not the Senator 
know that his own bill contains all the provisions 
that are embraced in the one reported by the ma- 
jority of the committee, and is obnoxious to the same 
objection? But I deny that the creditor will be a 
Nay, sir, I contend that he 


My own views on this subject cannot be 


‘ more clearly and cogently expressed than in the 


| This, however, does not satisfy the law and the 


language of the able memorial to which I have re- |: 


ferred. 

“The laws now in force on the subject of debtor 
and creditor operate with painful severity upon the 
honest and industrious debtor; and their effect tends 
to discourage his honest exertions, and deprive him 
of that energy and hope which alone can 


the property he may possess of every kind and de- 
scription; and, whatever may be the general im- 
pression among the ill-informed, the legal profession 
well know that the most adroit and cunning knaves ; 
can scarcely conceal any property from the hands ' 
of the officer. If one examination is notsatisfactery, | 
his creditor may take years for inquiry, and con- 
tinue to put him under oath, for the purpose of dis- 
covering any property that may be secreted or con- 
veyed for the purpose of defrauding his creditors. 


creditor. The debtor is still required to pay, while 
the creditor wiJ] not allow him to accumulate capital 
to transact business, nor permit him to borrow of 
a friend and invest it in trade. “Honesty is not 
the-best policy” for him. A character for integrity 
is worse than useless. For if he can point toa pure 
and spotless life; if he can show that his integrity, 
industry, and ability, in the various situations in į 


Movements with the Argus eyes of interest, and 
each will be striving to pounce upon their victim 


© before others shall be apprized of the value of the 


discovery. The power of the Chancery Court is 
invoked upon every suspicious appearance; and, if 
the debtor is engaged in any pursuit in which 


! money is required, a bill is filed for the purpose of 


again examining the debtor on oath, and introducing 
other testimony, which may enable the creditor to 
seize upon any property the debtor may have in 
his possession. ‘his proceeding may be continued 
ate the debtor’s life, and afterwards his children 
and administrators annoyed in like manner. What, 
then, can an honest debtor do? He is compelled to 
abandon the business for which his education and 
habits have fitted him, or submit to work for hireas 
a clerk, and thus earn a pittance for the support of 
his family, withouta hope of bettering his condition. 
If he does this, his creditors surely cannot be benefited 
by it; and, if he does not, what else can his creditors 
expect him to do, which shall enable him to liquidate 
the debts which his misfortunes have thrust upon 
him? Do creditors propose any business? Do 
they hold out any hope for themselves or their 
debtor? Jt is a very uncommon occurrence that 
creditors devise any way by which a debtor can ob- 
tain a living. They generally turn from the un? 
fortunate man with nosympathy, but with a feeling 
akin to anger, and dre generally impressed with a 
vague belief that they are more to be sympathized 
with than he, although they may nct be able to de- 
tect any one act that is obnoxious to censure. 

“« Many debtors, after vain and fruitless efforts to 
compromise and get released from their debts, be- 


: come disheartened and discouraged, and, by losing 


' all pride and spirit of ambition, contract idle an 


' dissolute habits, which terminate in an untimely 


death, or in making them a burden to their friends 


; or the public. 


enable ` 
him to retrieve his fallen fortunes. i: 

“The law is searchingly severe to discover and |. 
take from him, under the solemnity of an oath, all `: 


“ There are a large number, however, who, being 
often thus driven from their pursuits, and feeling 
the moral obligation to support and protect their 
families, seek to obtain some petty office, by which 
to procure a precarious and dependent living. To 
so great an extent does the evil herein complained 
of prevail, that, of the thousands who are seeking 
to obtain the emoluments of office, more than three- 
fifths, it is supposed, are forced to become applicants 
because they haye been unfortunate in business, 
and are involved in debt to an extent that renders 
payment entirely hopeless. When this fact is 
properly appreciated, few will be surprised at the 
great number of intelligent business men who are 
not only willing, but desirous, to obtain the smallest 
ministerial office in the gift of the appointing power. 
And this state of things must continue to exist until 
an anfortunate debtor shall be protected by the laws, 
and permitted again to establish a credit, and sup- 

rt his family from the fruits of his industry. 

“ The laws compel a man to be dishonest. If he 
would accumulate property, he must become a 
knave or an idler; he must learn to dissemble and 
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cheat. He must conceal his earnings under the 
name of a child or a friend; and the more accom- 
plished he shall prove himse!f in his new profes- 
sion, the more he will secare for himself and his 
family, to protect them against sickness and want. 

“ When he shall thus have obtained property, in 
defiance of the laws, and in opposition to the wishes 


of his creditors, does any one suppose he will usethe | 


property thus accumulated to pay his debts? Did 
ever a case of this kind occur? And why has it not? 
Because he has found the law and his creditors his 
worst eneinies. They have made him a knave; 
they compelled him to dissimulate, and he looks 
upon those to whom he owes money as his greatest 
enemies. It was in the power of his creditors to re- 
lease him from bondage, and, by restoring him to 
society and business, enable him to become service- 
able to himself and his family. His creditors chose 
to hold him in a degrading servitude, in which his 
pride and ambition were broken, and his mind be- 
came devoted Ío devise means to evade the law, and 
rotect himself against those hé believed his unre- 
enting persecutors, 

“The annals of our country do not produce an 
instance of a debtor having paid his debts by his 
own efiorts, after having become insolvent to a 
considerable amount, when his creditors have re- 
fused to release him; and, on the contrary, hun- 
dreds of cases can be shown where debtors have 
discharged all their debts, including principal and 
interest, ont of money they had accumulated in the 
transaction of business, atter they had obtained a 
l Telease from their creditors. In the one case, 
it is impossible for an honest debtor to obtain prop- 
erty; in the other, he has every motive for exertion. 

“If a bankrupt law shall be enacted, which will 
enable an honest man to obtain a discharge upon 
the sarrender of his property, what will be the ef- 
fect upon the debtor, the creditor, and society ? 

“ The debtor will then feel that the Jaws have 
made ‘honesty the best policy ;’ that if he act hon- 
estly in all his transactions, the law will protect his 
rights, and release him from oppression; that he 
need not seek to purchase the good-will of any 
unprincipled individual because he happens to owe 

im money ; but that, if he adheres to his integri- 
ty, his misfortunes shall not be charged upon him 
as a crime. 

“ Under a well-devised law, an honest man that 
finds himself unable to pay his debts will immedi- 
ately seek to surrender all his property, and render 
an account of his losses; and upon surrender be- 
ing made, and a satisfactory account rendered of 
all his effects, and the causes of his insolvency, he 
will be at once restored to credit and society. ‘Thus 
the interest of the debtor and his integrity both 
stimulate him to do all that will elevate his char- 
acter and render him a valuable member of so- 
ciety. 

“ His creditors, instead of being his enemies, 
.and persecuting him, will, if they think he has act- 
ed honestly, and is competent to transact business, 
be anxious to afford him any assistance in their 
power, and promote, as far as possible, his pros- 
perity. They will readily discover that an honest 
man wil! appreciate their kindness to him, and be 
anxicus to accumulate property to discharge those 
equitable obligations which the many favors they 
may have done him will have made more binding 
than any strictly legal debt. He will be received 
among his creditors without reproach; and the 
misfortanes of an honest debtor, instead of making 
him an outcast and a degraded man, will call around 
him a host of interested friends, who will be deeply 
anxions to sustain his character and promote bs 
welfare.” 


There is a force of conclusion from this reason- 
ing that should satisfy every creditor that his pros- 
pects are much better afier his debtor is released 
under a bankrupt law, than whilst he continues in 
bondage. But, sir, there are questions of public 
{usice and policy which are connected with the 

iberty of an unfortunate debtor that outweigh, in 
my opinion, all other considerations. 


My next objection to the amendment is, that it 
pro to place the charters of the several incor- 
rated insututions of the States in the power of the 
edera! Government. The disastrous effect of a 
bankrupt law when applied to manufacturing com- 
jes has been fully portrayed by the Senator from 
ode Island, (Mr. Dixon,) and I will therefore 
confine my remarks to its effects upon the incorpor- 
ated banks in the several States. The power of 
the States to incorporate and establish banking in- 
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stitutions has never been seriously questioned, here 
or elsewhere. The States have exercised the 
ower, and the innumerable banks that are now 
ound in every section of the Union have been cre- 
aled by them. Some are, in whole or in part, the 
property of the States in which they are located, 
and exist at the pleasure of the authority that cre- 
ated them. By the terms of their charters, they are 
made subject to fixed rules and regulations; and for 
any act of omission or commission inconsistent 
with the laws which are prescribed for their gov- 
ernment, they forfeit the privileges and immuni- 
ties conferred upon them, They also authorize 
them to do certain things at certain times that are 
contrary to the general laws by which these instilu- 
tions are bound, and they preserve to them the 
same rights and privileges as if those acts had not 
bsen done. Thus, the State Legislatures cause the 
acts of the banks to conform to the general interest 


of the community. Has the General Government .' ; l 
¿ What evidence is there to prove that such will be 


prr to destroy these institutions? Can Congress 


propose, without regard to the legislation of the 
States? And has it come to this—that the control 
of the States over their institutions will be resisted 
by their representatives here? Shall we, the crea- 
tures of their will, undertake to arraign their legis- 
lation, and enact laws to counteract it? Is it nght 
to mp to intercept the current of their legisla- 
tion, and, by “one fell swoop,” destroy what they 
are laboring to preserve? Sir, I see no necessity 
for this exercise of power: we have already causes 
of jealousy existing between the States and the 
Federal Government, and I do not wish to see 
them increased. I claim to have a full share of 
moral courage, but I confess I am not bold enough 
to enter voluntarily upon such an experiment as 
this. It is the most monstrous assumption of fede- 
ral power ever attempted. 

e are told by some Senators that this regula- 


‘| tion will prevent a suspension of specie payments 


y a law take from the States the supervision and : 


control over the creatures of their own creation— 
institutions that are an emanation of their own sov- 
ereignty? If they are legitimate subjects of a 
bankrupt law, then Congress has the power to de- 
stroy them at pleasure. It is not only the suspen- 
sion of specie payments for fifteen days, as pre- 
scribed in the amendment, that may subject them 
to the operation of the penalties of the bankrupt 
jaw. Congress may declare any act an act of bank- 


ruptcy; and it has already been suggested by the |: i l L 
| legalizes a suspension of specie payments by the 


Senator from North Carolina (Mr. STRANGE) that 
no bank should be permitted to issue more paper 
than it has specie in its vaults. Any Senator who 
is acquaint 
perceive that such a law would soon close the 
doors of nearly every bank in the Union. Indi- 
viduals and States invest their money ia these in- 
stitutions for the poe of obtaining a fair inter- 
est. Although they are, created for the accommo- 
dation of the public, they are expected to yield a 
fair and reasonable profit tothe owners. Under this 
Testriction, we should soon have no paper money but 
Treasury notes, and no bank of issue but the Treas- 
ury. Ido not say that such is the design of those 
who support this proposition; but it is apparent 
that this principle would authorize the Federal 
Government to prescribe at its pleasure the acts 
which shall constitute bankruptcy on the part of 
these institutions, and thus bring them within its 
power, and subject to its control. 

The Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Wacker, ) 
with his characteristic frankness, declared yester- 
day that he wished to bring all the banks under the 
operation of a bankrupt law, because he believed 
them all bankrupt, and wished to wipe them all out 
of existence, and free the country from the curse 
of peper money. If f misapprehended the Senator, 
I shall be pleased to be corrected. 

{Mr. Warrer said the Senator had quoted him 
correctly; he was opposed to ali banks of issue, 
and all paper money, and was in favor of an exclu- 
sive metallic currency.} 

I was sure, said Mr. T., I had not misunderstood 
the Senator, because he has repeatedly stated the 
same opinions, here and elsewhere. But, sir, the 
reasons of the Senator, so far from inducing me to 
wish to embrace the institutions of the States in 
this bill, have caused me to enter my solemn pro- 
test against it. I am in favor of a well-regulated 
banking system, and opposed to an exclusive melal- 
lic currency. My motto has always been: “ Pre- 
serve and regulate, but not destroy.” I cannot, there- 
fore, consent to destroy what we cannot create. I 
am not willing to bring them under the power of 
the Federal Government, by which they may be 
swept out of existence without the consent of the 
States that created them. To them is confided the 
power to create; with them alone should be the 
power to destroy. They have prescribed rnies ty 
which they “ preserve and regulate,” and they wiil 
continue to do so. Those who doubt this proposi- 
lion question the ability of the people for self-gov- 
ernment. ~ 

If there were no constitutional. objections to this 
course, is it expedient or proper to exercise it? 
Many Btates have permitted the banks, without for- 
feiting their charters, to continue business, although 
they are unable to pay specie on demand. Are we 
prepared to place the Federal Government in an 
attitude of hostility to the States? Can any Sena- 
tor believe that the States will be content to see 
their manufacturing and other eorperations made 
subject to such rules and restrictions as we may 


`! requires a suspension. ; 
: rived, the State Legislatures have interposed ; not 


by the banks. But how can this be shown, and 
the case? The State laws already work a forfeiture 
of the charter of the banks for a failure to pay spe- 
cie; but these penalties are insufficient to effect the 
object when the interest of the whole community 
When such a crisis has ar- 


for the benefit of the banks, (for they are generally 


with the business of banking must | 


; any regard to the ac: of the Legislature. 


_ creditors toa much greater amount than they are 
, debtors,) but to relieve the community, who are 


debiors 10 the banks, and who cannot pay their 
debts to these institutions in coin. No Legislature 


banks. This they cannot do, because the Constitu- 
tion provides that gold and silver coin alone shall 
be a legal tender in payment of debts. The legal 
remedies remain the same for both debtor and cred- 


| itor, and the Legislature only provides that the bank 


may continue business without forfeiting its char- 
ter. The courts are continued open to the creditor, 
and he can compel the bank to pay specie, without 
There is, 
therefore, no suspension of specie payments, ex- 
cept that payment is not promptly made. If the 
charter of the institution should be forfeited by its 
inability to procure specie to meet its demands, it 
is evident it must call on its debtors to pay, without. 
the power to lend; and thus, whilst the demand for 
payments from the people would increase, the abili- 
ty to pay would diminish. A bankrupt law in such 
a case would be to the banks and the people the bed . 
of Procrusits, It would be unyielding, and the 
victims would be stretched or mutilated to fit its 
iron frame. Had such a law existed in May, 1837, 
it could not have prevented a general suspension. 
That event was digs tena by the peculiar. state of 
the country, and the terrors of a bankrupt law 
would have produced no beneficial effect. What 
would have been the consequences upon the inter- 
ests of individuals, had such a law existed? The 
banking institutions throughout the Union would 
have been placed in the hands and under the cor: 
trol of the federal courts. Assignees would have 
taken an account of their assets, and the debts due 
them placed in the hands of attorneys for collec- 
tion. Can you imagine, sir, the state of the couns 
try, if two hundred millions of the notes of these 
institutions had been withdrawn from circulation, 
and the whole of their assets, amounting to some 
six hundred millions, placed in the hands of offie 
cers for collection? The consequences cannot be 
described or imagined. Sir, a tornado.that would 
have laid desolate whole States, or an earthquake 
which should have opened its podran jaws and 
swallowed up whole hecatombs of victims, could - 
hardly have produced such ruin and dismay. This 
great calamity was averted by the timely interposi- 
tion of the State Legislatures. And who questions 
the propriety of such intervention? No one, cer- 
tainly, who entertains any respect for the intelli- 
gence of the people. This measure, therefore, can 
work no possible good, but may produce a train of. 
evils which may afflict the country for centuries to 
come. l ; 
. Again: the most prominent and distinguishing - 
features of a bankrupt law do not, and cannot, #pply 
to corperations. I have shown that the people and 
the States apply to Congress, beeause the States 
have divested themselves of the power to relieve 
debtors from their contracts, and conferred it upon 
the Federal Government. Corporations do not 
seek to be discharged from their debts, and require - 
ho exemption from imprisonment. They cannot 
travel from one State to another; and, therefore, 
eonflicting State legislation does not affect them, 
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in short, all this over-anxiety to curtail the powers 
of the States is a virtual usurpation of authority, 
and not countenanced by any ca!) of necessity or 
expediency connected with sound legislation. 

thas been strongly urged by the Senator trom 
New Jersey (Mr. Watt) that we must confine our 
legislation to the acts of the British Parliament, as 
they are to be found prior to the adoption.of the 
Federal Constitaton. Tf his argument is worth 
any thing, when applied to the.persons enumerated 
in those acts, it will also apply with the same force 
to corporations. Is the Senator aware that corpo- 
rations Were expressly excluded from the action of 
the bankrupt law of Great Britain? At the end of 
the 18th section of the proposed amendment, I find 
a proviso, which allows the States to exempt their 
incorporated companies from the operation of this 
act. This exception is undoubtedly unconstitutional, 
because it permits the States to destroy that uni. 
formily which is an essential feature in every ban k- 
rapt law. This point has been so clearly demon- 
strated by gentlemen who have preceded me, that 
it appears to be generally conceded. 

Sir, T put it to the honorable chairman to say, 
who asks for this extraordinary exercise of power? 
Dothe States, who are the legitimate representatives 
of this power, call u 
keal affairs? What Sta’e has sent its memorial 
here? What warrant have you for wishing ‘to 
wrest from the States the control over their own 
affairs, and assuming to dispose of the creatures of 
their will at your leasure? Sir, the State of New 
York has asked for no such interference. Her 
pepeisare has called upon Congress to grant re- 
lef to the unfortunate; but she has expressly repu- 
diated any attempt to interfere with banking insti- 
tations. 

This attempt to control the moneyed institutions 
of the States has met with very little countenance 


heretofore. In 1827. this subject was before Con. ` 


s; and Mr. Van Buren, then a Senator from 


pon you to interfere in their But you have it in your power to minister consola- 


: hearts of stone. 
: vou permit the unwelcome me 


discussion, thus far, no parly considerations have 
intruded themselves upon us. [trust we shall con- 
unue to be exempted from them. The subject is 
too sacred, the ground on which we stand is too 
holy, to be polluted by such unbidden footsteps. Let 
us, then, soar above the 
and breathe the 


ure air of justice and humanity. 
Thousands and t 


rousands are now watching, with 


foul atmosphere of party, | 


| 
[i 


the most anxious solicitnde, the resultof your delib- | 


erations. Upon 
of hundreds of thousands of your fellow-citizens, 
including every age, sex, and condition, 

the business-man alone that has felt the d 
fury of the storm, which 
over our once happy land. 
have also shared its withering influence ; and now, 
from lisping infancy to tottering age, an appeal is 
made to your humanity, enough to penetrate even 
Shall it go unanswered? Will 
mory of the past, and 


- the blighted hopes of the future, to hurry their vic- 


tims to despair? Many have already gone beyond 
yonrsympathy. Prostrated, ruined, broken-hearted, 
desperate from “ hope deferred,” they have reached 


“ The undiscovered country, from whose bourne 
No traveller returns.” 


| tion to those that still survive. Save, then, I beseech 
_ you—save the energetic, the enterprising man,on . 
whose future exertions and acquisitions depends 


' the support of a 


ew York, expressed his disapprobation in the fol- ` 


lowing words: 

“k had been said, formerly, and on rarions oc- 
easions, that the States had no right to grant bank 
charters, and that the banking 
exclusively tothe Federal Government. No direct 
attempt, however, had hitherto been made to de- 
prive the States of that pow 
exercised unmolested. But now the attempt was to 
be made, if not in an open and unequivocal man- 
her, at least in an indirect way, to strip the States 
of the power of chartering banks. 
it was intended that the provision di 
- iteould not bedenied that it interfe 
lation which State Governments m 
ed for the government of those in 
was an odious exercise of 
Constitation. In England, such a provision was 
never dreamed of; nor did he believe that, when 
the Constitution was framed, such an attribute was 
imagined by those who authorized the establish- 
ment of a bankrupt system.” 

In 1837, at the extra session of Congress, Mr. Van 
Boren, President of the United States, recommend- 
ed to Congress the enac!ment of a bankrupt law ez- 
rlusively applicable to banks. The honorable Sena- 
tor from Tennessee, (Mr. Gacnpy,) then chairman 
of the Jadiciary Committee, prevailed upon the 
Senate to refer that portion of the Message to that 
committee. He retained the subject in his hands 
until the Senare was about to adjourn, and then 
moved to discharge the eommiitee from the further 
consideration of it. Ail with whom I conversed 
commended his good sense and sound discreticn ; 
and I think very few would have conseated to the 
passage of the law recommended. 

I have heard no reason assigned here now, that 
did not exist then; and I shall, therefore, vote to ex- 
clade this amendment from the bill. But, sir, whilst 
I feel a great repugnance to this act, I shall acqui- 
esce in the decision of the majority. Ishall go, sir, 
all lengths for the relief of that unfortunate class 
who can get no relief except from Congress. And 

howp licly proclaim, that, after fall and deliber. 
ale consultation with many friends, I have resolved 
vote for any bill for the relief of voluntary bank- 
Tupts, although it may include involuntary and cor- 
Porations, I shall have discharged my duty by en- 
deavoring, in every stage of its progress through 
the Senate, to exclude State institutions ; but if, not- 
Withstanding all this, a majority shall include them, 
I will vote for the bill, and leave the responsibility 
where it properly belongs, . i 

Sir, I am rejoieed to perceive that, during this 


oh 


d not go so far, 
ted in the regn- 
ight have adopt- 


At any rate, if | 


stitutions, which | 
power, not granted bythe | 


privilege helonged ` 


er, which they had long | 


i the subject to which it refers. 


ged parents and tender offspring. 
Let him not be compelled to flee from his country 
and his home, as Æneas fled from the flames of 
Troy, with old Anchises on his shoulders, and 
young Iulus by his side. Place him once more in 
a condition to aid his country in its onward march 
to prosrerity and greatness. This can be done by 


your action is suspended the fate ` 


your favoratle action on the measure now before ` 


you. In it are involved the dearest domestic rela- 
tions, as well as the most important public interests, 
In your hands is the issue of happiness or of misery 
to thousands of your fellow-beings. I trust you will 
so dispose of it, that the cause of humanity will be 
promoted by the discharge of a constitutional duty. 


SPEECH OF MR. HENDERSON, 
OF MISSISSIPPI, 
In Senate, March 16, -1849—On the/survey and 
defence on the coast of Mississippi, &e. 

Mr. HENDERSON rose and said:A am charged, 
Mr. President with the presentation pf 2 memorial 
from the Legislature of the State bf Mississippi, 
seeking from Congress a survey of the ccast and 
bays, sounds and harbors, ile wt adjacent to 
their State, to the end and purposefof making such 
naval establishments and fortifications there as 


; shall subserve the protection of the ports and com- 


meice connecied with these waters. Of so much 


moment do I deem the objects contemplated by this . 


memorial, that I should not consider my agency : 


properly discharged by a silent reference of this 
important paper. I must therefore claim the in- 
duigence of the Senate while I shall briefly attempt 
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It is not |: 
esolating | 
has swept like qa tornado |: 
The old and young |: 
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NE ane rare, 


fulness. And another fact of general p 
partly authentica ed by the resery 
land office, is, that all the hammocks surrounding 
the shore and bordering upon the rivers ard bay- 
vus empting into this bay, are coveted or skirted 
with live oak timber—whilst the Pear! and Pasta- 
goula rivers, with other adjacent coun‘ries and 
water courses, fernish white oak, cypress, yellow 
pine, and other timbers, of the best quality aod iu 
exhaustiess abundance. The fiiness o’ ibis bay 
fora ship yard and naval station 3s further sys- 
tained from its convenient supply of hemp, cord- 
age, and iron trom Kentuexy and Tennessee, 
lead ard copper from Missouri, taran? ro-in from 
the adjacent shore, and provision supplies from the 
ereat garner of the West. Wi hout local partality 
or invidious comp irisons, taerefire, I assume 
the fact, and challence any serutioy of ıstimaies in- 
volved in the assertion, that there is no point on 
our marine border susceptible of such an establish- 
ment where it can be as well and cheaply supplied 
as the place referred to. 

In designating the Ship Island or its vicinage as 
the place of probable preference, I wish the Senate 
to understand that, beside its local incidents and 
advantages, is relative position is such that it can 
command all necessary participation in the pro- 
ducts and resources of the Mississippi Valey almost 
as conveniently, and as secure'y from interruption 
by an enemy on the coast, as if -ils locality was 
upon the river. Distant from New Orleans about 
sixty miles, its conn-ction with the river through 


otoriety, and 
a iorsmadein your 


. that erty is an inland water-communication nearly 


to the river bank, and which a fortified command 
of the islands of this bay wholly protects, and, by 
re opening the ancient and long es‘ablished raviga- 
tien of the bayou Manshac, a direct intercou's2 is 


; at once opened above the island of Orleans to the 


_ Mississippi river, which is equally inland, and a'ike 


protected by the same f.ut fications. This con- 
necticn canrot be ex'ended to aay other suffic’ent 
harbor on the Gulf of Mexico. Any other place 


; which can claim pretensions worth naming, must 


find its intercour:e with the Mississippi partly by 
land, or an exposure to see in some ex'er:t must be 
encountered. To furnish the essential supplies of 
of such an establishment by land would be impoli- 
tic, if not impracticable; and if dependent fer its 
supplies by sea, it is manifest that, in time of war, 
wih an e:emy upon the coast, these supplies 
would be transmitted at such hazard as a state of 
war might presant. In view of this subject, I shall 
pass with slight notice, andas having no material 


‘Inflaence upon the question, the establishment 


which this Government has deemed fit and proper 
to make at Pensacola. Hs value and importance 
is, perhaps, better known to our Navy Commis- 
sioners than to the public at large. But I presume 
it may be said, without inviting much contradic- 


: tion, that this establishment can never furnish any 
` direct and essential prr tection to Mobile and New 


to give some faint impression of the mognitule of |: 


And in doing this, 
I sball note the necessity also of a naval depot and 
navy yard in the same connection. 


be the duty of this Goveroment to place withia its 
exclusive command, constitute a large bay of the 
Galf of Mexico, usa. Ny known at Lake Borgne, 
and lies between the southern shore of the Sia‘e of 
M:ssissippi and that portion of Lonisiana that 
stretches cown into the Gulf on the north side of 
the Mississippiriver. This bay presenta very tolera- 


tle roadstead and anchorag- g ound for large ships | 


when, entered westwardly, they shall have passed 
a line drawn from the eastern boundary of the 
State of Mississippi, across the most westera por- 


tion of the Chandeleur Islands, and under skelter of ! 


x hich is'ands the mo-t ample security is obtained. 
Bat the harbor fs c-nsidered to improve in its ap- 
proach to Ship Island at the western extremity of 


which, and thence to on to Cat Island, the anchcr- | 
age is known to be good, the waters of sufficient : 
depth, and, in the judgment of experienced mari- | 
ners, the harbors so land-locked as to furnish safe 
and ample shelter for any size and number ef ship- 


ping. It is likewise a well-attested truth, as set 
furih bythe memorialists, that these islands and 
the adjacent shores are proverbial for their health- 


Orleans, where the whole commercs of the South- 
west concentrates, and our great interests are first 
exposed. It will be seen from the maps, also, that 


i; the bay of Borgne is the only inlet fora thousand 


These waters, which the memorialists srppose to `; Miles ofthe coast wh«re a ship of the line can 


find a harbor. And to th:s consi teration may be 
added another of vital moment, derived from the 


“modern application of steam to vessels of war, 


which, from the ease and celerity of their move- 
ments, must materially aggrava'e our exposed corn- 
dition on thisbay. 1 cannot suppose, therefore, 
that any intelligent mind wiil doubt, if this bay is 
suitably susceptible of such establishments and 
naval defence’, that sufficient reasons hive been 
urged to show the propristy of speedily adop'ing 
such measures as shall effect the objecisia their 
fullest extent. ` i 

In further proof of the cpacity.and importance 
of this bay, it may be well to call the reeallections 
of tke Senate to a portion of its marine history and 


‘naval statisties. 


A few ineffectual attempts at discovery and con- 
nuest on the coast of Florida were made by- the 
French in the fifteemh century; but, expelled from 
the shore by their Spanish neighbors, whom they 
found there before them, no similar enterprise on 
the Gulf of Mexico was attemped by them for more 
than a centuryanda half afterward. And the 
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fact is strange and remarkable, that the Spaniards, 
who, for so long a time had permanent possession 
of Florida on the one side, and Mexico on the 
other, shou!d*have so long failed to discover and 
themcelves of the country including the 
mouth and val'ey of the Mississippi river, till 
superseded in that discovery and possession by the 
French, one hundred and fifty years subsequent to 
the occupation of Florida. The French first dis- 
covered the Misisssippi in excursions fiom their 
colony in the North, from whence the enterprising 
La Salle, committing himself to its current, 
anived at its mouth on the 7th of April, 1681. 
Returning to France, he from thence sailed on an 
expedition to enter the river from the sea. Bat, 
missing the object of his search, he coasted the 
shore of Texas, made land at ,Bernard’s bay, esta- 
bDlished himself transiently on the Colorado, and, 
after many fruitless efforts to find the mouth of the 
river by water, determined on seeking its shores by 
land; and, in prosecution of this purpose, journeyed 
through the wilderness to the western branch of 
the Trinity river, and was there betrayed and 
assassinated on the 19:h of March, 1687. 


Twelve years afterward, Iberville, in execution 
of La Salle’s plan cf colonizing the Lower Missis- 
sippi, sailed from France with four vessels, two of 
which were thirty-gun frigates. Arriving at 


a store-house for the reception of imported goods 
and country prodace. 

Such were the uses and capacities of this bay m 
the estimation of the French till the treaty of Paris 
«in 1763, when the entire province passed under the 
dominion of Spam. Under the latter power. its 
consideration somewhat diminished, though it con- 
tinued a principal thoroughfare of commerce till 
after its acquisition by the United States in 1803. 
Surveys and charts were successively made of 
these waters by the French, Spanish, and English. 
And it is worth remarking, that with the frequent 
storms that sweep over this Southern region, th: 
provincial history, so far as known to me, has re 
corded but two instances of stranding or shipwreck 
on this bay. 

The further evidence of the capacity and im. 
portance of this bay as a naval station, and since 
it became a part of these United States, is of much 
more interesting and difinite character. A part of 
it stands out in bold relief in our country’s history. 
It is seen in the perilous disasters which threatened 
us inthe late war with Great Britain, when this 
bay was in the indisputed cccupation of the 
enemy’s fleet, freighted with a numerons soldiery 
invited to the conquest of the crescent city, and 
stimulated to achieve success by the tempting re- 
ward of “beauty and booty.” Itis probably now 
a matter beyond controversy, that had the islands 
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Pensacola, he found that place in possession of 
Spain, and passing thence; came next to Dauphin 
island near the mouth of the Mobile bay, and 
thence to Hom and Ship and Chandeleur islands; 
and so terminated his voyage in the bay of Borgne. 
After a brief exploration of the islands, passes, and 
shores, Ship island became the place of first settle- 
ment to theem'grants. From this island Iberville 
put forth in his boats in search of the mouth of 
the Mississippi—succeeded on the third day out— 
ascended the river to Point Coupee, and thence 
descending to the Manshac, passed through this 
bayou, the lakes Maurapas and Pontchartrain, by 
way of the Rigulettes, to the bay of St. Louis, and 
thence on to Ship island. Thus in a few days 
from the time the silence of this bay was first dis- 
turbed by the voice and action of civilized man, 
was its outlets and connections practically sur- 
veyed and ascertained. After this survey, the 
French colonial head-quarters were established on 
shore to the east side of the bay of Biloxi, about 
twelve miles from Ship island, where a fort of con- 
siderable strength was completed by the Ist of 
May, 1699. On the 7th of December next follow- 
ing another French squadron arrived at Ship island, 
consisting of one filty and one forty gun ship. 
And in the spring of theyear 1700, a Spanish ship 
of thirty guns came there from Pensacola to expel 
the French from the island, but, finding the force 
of the latter so formidable, was compelled to with- 
draw. From their possessions here, the French 
settled Natchez in 1700, and Mobile in 1702, and 
other adjacent places. In occupation of this bay, 
the French had established defences and settle- 
ments on Dauphin, Chandeleur, Ship, and Cat 
islands, though their principal naval establishment 
was at Ship island, where their transports and 
vessels of war appear to have made their usual 
harbor. At this period and so long as the French 
retained the colony, all the commerce of Louisiana 
came into this bay, and was from thence distri- 
buted to New Orleans (after its settlement in 1718) 
by way of the bayou St. John, and though the 
Jakes and bayou Manshac to the Upper Missis- 
sippi. The Mississippi near its mouth was forti- 
fied in the first settlement of the colony, though but 
little use was ever made by the French of this part 
of its navigation. Perceiving the bay of Borgne 
to be a more accessible inlet, and the only harbor 
for the larger vessels of their navy, they yielded 
their convictions to the necssity and propriety ot 


protecting the colony and its commerce by a 


decided command and defence of this bay. - And 
this Government will be constrained to aeknow- 

edge the same necessity when the interests now at 
stake there shall be deemed of sufficient conse- 
quence to be protected at all. Beside the naval 
station of the colonists at Ship island, it became a 
commercial cepot for merchant vessels, at which 
the proprietors of the province in 1720 established 


of this bay been judiciously fortified, and suitably 
sustained by a moderate naval armament, the 
enemy would have been excluded from their quiet 
anchorage and convenient access to our shores, 
and the perils of an invasion saved toour country. 


In the war of 1814, we bad five gun-boats on 
this bay, (a stronger defence than is now there,) 
with a small naval storehouse on shore at the Bay 
of St. Louis. On the 14th of November, 1814, the 
British fleet of sixty sail were distributed through- 
out the bay, near onto the east mouth of Pearl 
river. Our gun-boats, after all the resistence they 
could oppose to such a force, surrendered to the 
foe, the naval stores on shore were burned, and 
an historian of the time has said, ‘‘that the enemy, 
thus left complete master on the lakes to the east 
of the island on which the city of New Orleans 
stands, gave him the facility of reaching itby any 
of the waters running easterly to any of these 
lakes. The crisis appeared really alarming.” 
And, with soch admonitions of experience, does it 
not import a reprehensible delinquency somewhere, 
that, for all this Government has done to prevent 
it, an enemy might import the same alarm to-mor- 
row by sailing into possession of this bay, with 
even less resistance than the five gun-boats pre- 
sented last war. 


The last evidence I shall notice on this part of 
the subject is a survey of these waters by John 
Wheeler, esq. during the sammer of 1839, in con- 
formity with a resolution of the Legislature of the 
State of Mississippi, to give assurance to its citi- 
zens of the fitness of this bay fora seaport to our 
State. The enterprise of establishing such a 
seaport had been previously commenced, and pro- 
gecuted to some extent in the immature pretensions 
of the “Mississippi city.” This city.is located on 
on the shore opposite to Ship island, and near the 
place which the French named “New Boloxi,” and 
to which they transferred their stores and barracks 
from the fort “St. Louis,” on the east side of the 
Bay ef Boloxi, in the year 1720. This survey and 
report having been reprinted here, are both upon 
our tables, and to which I hope Senators will give 
some attention. Made with little preparation, by 
simple means and in a short space of time, it 
makes no pretensions to be a minute and general 
sarvey of this inland sea, but only to trace the 
soundings of a few channelsand anchorage grounds 
to ascertain the principal matter in which the 
State had peculiar interest. On this point the re- 
port is clear and satisfactory. And, besides sup- 
plying important evidence in behalf of the subject 
now commended to the consideration of Congress, 
it furnishes a becoming introduction to the further 
execution of the objects sought. 


Having said thus much, chiefly on the local 


capacities and characteristics of this bay, I must be 
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permitted to note more particularly the national im- 
portance of the objects contemplated by this memo- 
rial. And, impressed asI am with its volume of 


magnitude, it is to me matter of profound astonish- 


ment that, with the loud speaking incidents of the 


late war still sounding in our ears; with the map 
of our coast south of Cape Florida before us; with 
the computations of our swelling commerce as it 
here peurs out upon the world from fifteen States 
and Territories, annually reported and annually 
surprising us by its increase; that the vast interests 
these objects invo!ve have been so long suffered to 
slumber in neglected repose. | Whence so long the 
absence ofthat watchful and virtaous jealously 
of the States most directly interested? And whence 
the justice and policy of this Q ivernment, that 
has expended on each of several States upon the 
Atlantic in marine and naval defences more than 
is expended on this section of the seaboard, where 
disembogues two thirds of the nation’s exports? 
This memorial, in my apprehension of it, ought not 
to be regarded as the memorial only of the State of 
Mississippi. It more emphatically consults the 
highest interests of Alabama and Louisiana, and 
with them the greatand mutual interests of Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, 
and Arkansas, Virginia, and Pennsylvania. To 
furnish every permanent protection by fortresses 
which this Southern outlet will admit of, and aid 
th- se by a proportional assignment to these seas at 
all times of the ships of war in commission, and to 
sustain both by a naval depot and navy yard, is, 
in my judgment, the palpab'e duty of this. Govern- 
ment; and the Siates most in‘erested should so re- 
quire it. I know exceptions are taken to the in- 
salubrity of the climate. But we who live there 
know these objections have but slight foundation 
in trath. And, true or false, the great and tempt- 
ing interests always at stake there, whenever 
danger assails ourcountry from a foreign foe, cannot 
dispense with any less continued and permanent 
protection, however great the costs, than is afforded 
to the most favored of the Atlantic States. 


While Louisiana was under the dominion of 
Spain, from 1795 till 1803, all know with how 
much earnest consideration a commercial outlet 
for the infant West, by the Mississippi, was then 
regarded. The statesmen of that day, duly esti- 
mating the growing importance of the Great 
Valley, and the rights of its citizens, were sensi- 
tively alive to the necesssity of possessing a com- 
mercial emporium at its southern extremity. The 
treaty of 1803 consummated that desirable object. 
It may perhaps give some additional force to his 
appeal to note the amount of exports from New 
Orleans, of both Spanish and American growth, in 
1803, it conirast with that to which it has since 
attained. I present the comparison in round num- 
bers, but as substantially correct. 


Exports in 1803. 
Cotton, - 34,000 bales, since augmented to 737,000 
Sugar, - 4,000 hogsheads, do. 30,000 
Molasses, - - 800 do. do. 20,000 
Tobacco, - + 2,000 do. do. 44,000 
Beef and Pork, - 3,000 barrels, since equal to 350,000 
Flour, . - 50,000 do. o. 436,000 


The foregoing were the principal articles of ex- 
port at that time, and such their disparity with the 
present.. But the products of the West that now 


_ pass through this port, in hemp-stafis, whiskey, lard, 


corn, staves, copper, lead, &c. consitute an im- 
mense aggregate almo:t unknown to the commerce 
of that day. And, in addition to all this, the ex- 
port of Mobile, which was then nothing, and now 
great, should be taken into the account, so far as 
the object of this computation is concerned. If 
then the acquisition of Louisiana, from commercial 
considerations, was a desirable object in 1803, are 
not the advanced interests to which it has since 
attained, and the vastly greater to which it 
shall attain, worth the protecting care of this 
Government? And yet Mobile and New Orleans 
are essentially without any marine protection 
against a sudden invasion. Nature has guarded 
the entrance into the Mississippi river against all 
vessels drawing over fifteen feet water; and the 
naval establishment at Pensacola may answer 
some convenient resort to our smaller sized ships 
when cruising on that station, But, these matters 
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aside, whilst the Bay of Borgne is without forts, 
depots, and naval sro‘ection, and whilst an enem yrs 
fleet may at any time take undisputed command 
of its islands harbors, and New Orleans and 
Mobile, with their temp'ing treasures, can never 
be reasonably safe again: t the sudden intrusions of 
a hostile power. Whilst an enemy commands 
this bay, New O:l-ans and Mobile are more re- 
mote from each other, for all purposes of commer- 
cial or military intercourse, than New Orleans and 
Piusbargh—but this interchange isdaily, whilst the 
command of the bay is retained to us; and its inter- 
ruption also suspends all commanication by the 
great Southern mail route between these cities. 
These considerations must sufficiently disclose the 


deep and equal interests which the States of Ala- | 


bama and Louisiana have a: stake in the measures | 
‘} general and thorough discussion; and, not being 


proposed. 


The State of Mississippi, though less exposed to a 


injary from invasion at this vulnerable point than 
either of her adjacent sisters, feels, nevertheless, 
a lively solicitude on the subjects of this memcria!. 


There intervenes between the sea-shore and the | 


co ton growing regions of Mississ ppi a pine-woods |: 


country of about one hundred miles in width. 
This country, as its forest growth implies, is 
generally pocria soil and sparsely popuiated, the 
larger portion of the territory being yet public 
Jands, The river Pearl and Pascagoula have their 
rise ia the margin of the co.ton-grow:ng distr:cts, 
course ‘heir way through this pine-woods country, 
and fall into the bay of Bergne, each about thirty- 
five miles (and on opposite sides) from Sip island. 
These rivers are proven to be navigable, fer ozdi- 
nary sized steamboats, up to the neighbcrhood of 
the cotton lands a greatpart of the year. Bat 
time has rendered their navigation dangerous from 
the numerous trunks of trees it həs planed in 
their channels. There are also a few bars, readily 
susceptible of improvement, that now interpose 
some obstacles. The limited resources of the few 
inhabitants residing near the shores of these rivers 


have not heretcfore enabled them, nor will they | 
probab'y be scon enabled, to concentrate a suffi- : 


cient interest to remove these obstructions. These 
people believe, as I most verily do, and 2s I hope 

ingress will yet believe that the Government, 
Owning most of the lands in this region, should ap- 
propriate a portion of them, sufficient for the par- 
pose of rendering safe and successful the naviga- 
tion of these rivers. But, intending no dissertat.on 
on this subject at this time, I will proceed to cb- 
serve that this wide forest of pine woods and public 


domain has heretofore kept the p-pulous portions | 


of the State of Mississippi from intercourse and 
familiar acquaintance with ber own sea-shore, and, 
of course, prevented their enjoymentof all com- 
mercial privileges in this qaarter. The survey of 
Mr. Wheeler, before referred to, is evidence of 
their awakened attention to this subjec’. But, 
while they have thus learned the harbor privileges 
which Nature has here provided for them, they 
are admonished of the neglect of this Government, 
by whichevery commercial enterprise at this point 
would be exposed to much hazard. From such 
apprebensicns of peril to themselves, and to the 
Scuthwest generally, they invoke your protection. 
Isolated, too, at this portion of the State of Misssis- 
sippi is, from the int-rior, it may be fairly arsed 
as of national importance that every proper en- 
couragement should be given to facilitate inter- 
course between the populous portions of the S'ate 
and this sea-shore, both by land and water, and 
` thus faciltate the means by which her citizen 
soldiers sha'l have speedy access to this point, 
which must ever be an important one, from which 
to rally in action with their brethren of Alabama 
and Lonisiana to repel an invading foe. f 

Such, Mr. President, I conceive are the views 
of tte memorialists, and such are the views and 
sentiments which I entertain of those mavters for 
which I am desirous to engage your favorable con- 
sideration. And, so strongly am I impressed with 
the force with which the subjects, rather than my 
` commendation of them, must appeal to your appro- 
batien, that I will not permit myself to doubt they 
ean receive kss thana favorable aclion at your 
_ hands, - . 


TILLOLAN re e- 


SPEECH OF MR. DIXON, 


OF RUODE ISLAND, 
In Senate, May 20, 1840—On the Bankrupt bill. 


Mr. Presivoent: Toe honorab’e Senator from 
Michigan, [Mr. Norvett,] who was entitled to the 
floor, having siznified his pleasure of yielding the 
privilege to any one disposed to address the Senate, 
1 will avail myself of the opportunity to submit a 
few remarks on the important subject before us. 


This I will do, sir, notwithstanding the able man- . 


ner in which the suject has already been dis- 
cussed, and notwiths'anding the expectation that 
many learned and experienced Senators are ye: to 
speak, who wiil doubtless impart all the informa- 
tion which the debate js calculated to elicit. For, 
sir, this subj-ct brings with it peculicsr claims for 


identified with any of the party civisions of our 
country, its destiny is not likely to be controlled by 
any of their relations. It seems to depend more 


- on the frank deve’opment and comparison of views 


of those who come from d:fferent sections of the 


‘country, and who have taken pains to consider the 


< ment. 


probable, general, and relative effects of a uniform 
system of bankruptcy throughout the country, 
should one be established. It therefore becomes all 
who have a voice in Congressional leg‘slation to 
ming'e in this intercharge of views, that those 
throuzhout our extended country who now wa'ch 
the progress of this measure wi'h such intense anx- 
iety may be enabied to decide whether hope on this 
subject is entirely extinguished, or only deterred; 
whether it will be worth their while, in case the 
present effort fails, to invoke the future for a more 
propitious resuli; or whether, under the influence 


` of blighted hopes, to yield in silent despair to the 


pressure of their misforiunes, that Congress may 
no longer be annoyed by the lamentations of dis- 
tress, or haunted by the fallen victims cf adventu- 
rous enterprise. 

More than half a century has rolled away since 
the Const‘tation of the Federal Government dele- 
gated to Congress the powcr of es‘ablishing uni- 
form Jaws on the subject of bankruptcies ihrough- 
out the United States. That power has been ex- 
ercised bat in a solitary instance, and in that in- 
stance but a short period of time. For nearly 
forty yearsit-has slambered on the cold page that 
recerds it. These facts naturally présent two. ques- 
tions to the mind— 7 i 

Ist. What was the object of that delegation of 

owe:? and 

2d. What has caused this forbearance of its ex- 
erci e? 

The object, sir, was the relief of the unfortu- 
nate, the virtuous, the industrious, and the prndent, 
who might be reduced by misfortune to insolvency. 
Such a power, sir, must exist somewhere in every 
Government for the redemption of the sons of ad- 
versity; for those who thus by misfortune are over- 
whelmed with debts beyond their means of pay- 
Tre exertion of this power, I admit, is 
among the highest exercises of sovereignty. It 
should be delezated with caution, and exercised in 
sound discretion. But there are necessities which 


‘demand its exercise, and without it a country 


would often be disgraced by its own scenes of op- 
pression. Where could such a power be vested in 


` this great country so safe and so available to all its 


centemplated purposes asin the Congress of the 
United Siares—is with the Representatives of the 
whole people, who legislate for the common wel- 
fare of the whole country, and who alone can give 
unifermi'y to measures of general interest? 

It was at once seen by thoxe who formed the 
Constitution that this great and overruling power, 
which impairs- or dis:olves at will the solemn obli- 
gations of men, could have no other safe and use- 
ful depository. The local jurisdiction of S:a'e Go- 
vernments would be inadequa’e to its general pur- 
peses. Hence it was withdrawn from them, while 
Congress, from its general powers, as well as its 
universal relations and sympathies with the gencral 
Confederacy, could much better administer to its 
occasions, and hence the power was conferred 
upon it. 

This power, sir, is, and always has been, among 
the incidents of sovereignty. It has always been 


pa tab 


-tions or foreign policy. 


exercised by sovereignty, and always willbe, whe- 
ther that sovereignty resides in the will of the king 
or in the people. 

The tramers of the Constitution, while they con- 
templated the splendid results of commerce, were 
not unmindfal that adversity and disaster sometimes 
mingle in its train; that while it might advance ra- 
tional prosperity, and confer the splendor of opu- 
lence on thousands, it might not be without its vic- 
tims; that while it might raise some to the lofty 
heights of independence, it might sink others to the 
depths of poverty; that not only those immediately 
engaged in the great operations of trade, but many 
indirectly connected, might be involved in a com- 
mon fate. Hence it was deemed but equal ju:tice 
that all meritorious individuals, who were overta- 
ken by the adversities of life, even in the shade of 
retirement, as well as those whe suffer disaster in 
the course of business, should, on surrendering 
their property tə their c-editors, beallowed the same 
refuge, without regard to profession or calling. It 
is true that trade is, of a!l the avocations of life, the 
most likely to need the interposition of this extracr- 
dinsry power. It is in its vicissitudes the most 
powerful agent in making its votaries rich or poor. 
But in a cor ntry like this, where men so indiseri 
minately apply themselves to physical and mental 
labor, and where traffic and trade seem to be the 
incidents of all, it would be difficult to classify, and 
unjust to discriminate between, the occupations of 
min, in extending the benefits of a bankrupt law. 
It cannot be denied, however, that a prominent and 
leading object of that delegation of power was the 
relief of fallen adventurers in trade, who, on be- 
coming insolvent, would surrender their property to 
their creditors, for the purpose of being di-charge?. 
Yrt no inference is watranted that the same relief 
could not be extended tr other clases of men. All 
the limitations and res ri-tioas of that power are to 
be found in the eighth section of the first article of 
the Constitution. Its own words afford i's best ex- 
position; and inatmuch as we there find cne lmit: = 
tion expressed, it is reasonab'e to infer that nec the:s 
were intended. Its exercise is there limite? and de- 
fined, as far as was deemed necessary. Toe laws 
on the subject of bankruptcies are to be uniform 
throughout the United States. - But who are to be 
embrared in those laws, and what are to be their 
provisions, depends eatirely on the wiil of Con- 
gress, provided due regard be had to the uniformity 

scribed.. No -other limitations are, expressed, 
and if they are imp‘ied, they are such, and such 
only, as are incident to the powers of legislation, 
and such as the condition ef our country and its 
exigencies may from time to time eajoin upon the 
exercise of that power, independent of fereign no- 
This uniformity was 
deemed indispensable to the useful exercise of this 
power, and hence we find it associated in the Cone 
stitution with the great interests of the country that 
require the same uniformity. It standsside by side 
with the provisions regulating the great intcrests of 
commerce—interests not to be sustained without 
the same uniformi'y of laws; and owing to the want 
of which, the old eanfederation was found entirely 
inadequate to all its purpo-es, and but for the im- 
p sing necessity of uniform laws in the regulation 
of commerce, the present Constitu:ion misht never 
have been adopted. ae 

It has been said by the honorable chairman, [Mr. 
Wa tt,] that the expression bankrupt laws, used in 
our Constitution, compares with expreesions which, 
in England, had reccived a settled and well-known 
technical signification at the time when the Consti- 
tution was framed, and that, by adopting the er- 
pressions, the construction was also adopted, that 
we are to lock to the bankrupt laws of that day in 
England, in order to define this power in our Con- 
stitution. Bat, sir, the bankrupt system of Eng- 
land would afford but very equivocal rales for that 
purpose. Tne most striking characteristic of that 
system is its diversities and discrepancies, under 
different laws, and during the different periods of 
its history. Its limitations and enlargements, its 
severities aud its mitigations of penalties, have 
shown themselvesin.all ths varieties of change, 
and have evinced no other standard of consistency 
than the will of the kingdom. The system has 
been changing from the Ceagio Bonorum of the civil 
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through all the dynasties of power, down tothe 
Gh of George IV. At the time this power was 
conferred by the Constitution, oiher nations than 
Great Britain had bankrupt laws, though not all 
after the same model, but varying according to 
circumstances. Those were, doubtless, within the 
know ledge of the delegates of the convention, and, 
for aught that appears, were referred to, if refer- 
ence was necessary, for either precedent or princi- 
ple in deciding the point before them. 


But that delegation of power contemplated the 
establishment of such laws on the subject of bank- 
- ruptcies as would in fature be required in the pro- 
gress of this country for the relief of insolvent 
debtors here, and in such manner as would best 
comport with the necessities and merits of the in- 
solvent, the course of business, the situation, and 
policy of the country. The convention might have 
delegated other powers for the establishment of 
uniform Jaws on other subjects than bankruptcies. 
Suppose it had conferred on Congress the power of 
establishing uniform settlement laws throughout 
the United S:ates, could it be said that the settle- 
ment laws of England, at that time, would afford 
any controlling standard for settlement laws for 
this country? Suppose there had been in that con- 
vention some dilegaie who fondly cherished the 
idea of permanent property in wild beasts; yes, sir, 
some venerable Nimrod, who had proposed to con- 
fer on Congress ihe power of establishing uniform 


law, 


game laws throughout the United States, and that |. 


provision had bcea sancticned, would it follow as 
a matter of course that, if any such laws were to 
be enacted here, they must be made conformable to 
the game laws of Ergland at that time, and. that 
they must embrace exactly the same species of 
game? No, sir. And, besides, our parks, forests, 
and manors would be found so unlike these of 
England, as to require different provisions. And 
it might be thought humane, at least, to mitigate 
the severity of penalties for the punishment of 
those game laws of offenders denomina'ed in the 
English law poachers. And for the same reason 
that other laws are to be adapted to our condition, 
Congress is at liberty to pas :just such uniform 
bankrupt laws as the exigencies of ourconntry may 
require, extending them to all persons whose bro- 
ken fortunes may involve the exercise of this great 
principle of humanity. 


Bat, sir, why has not this power been more fre- 
quently exercised? One reason is: those mistaken 
analogies which have been so of:en run between 
the bankrupt laws of England and there which 
Congress is authorized to establish here, are cal- 
culated to produce strong aversion to the power 
itself. Hence this jealousy which a reference to 
the bankrupt laws of England has always awa- 
kened, and which first manifested itself in the Con- 
vention that formed the Constitution. Roger Sher- 
man, a distinguished delegate from Connecticut, 
objected to this delegation of power. He observed 
that bankruptcies were in some cases punished with 
death in England, and he did not choose to grant a 
power by which that might be done here. But 
Gcuvernear Morris, another distinguished dele- 
gate from the State of Pennsylvania, observed that, 
extensive and delicate as the subject was, he would 

to it, because he saw no danger of its being 
abused by the Legislature of the United States. 
` The power was conferred; one vote only against it, 
and that given by the delegate in behalf of Con. 
necticut. If Roger Sherman could entertain those 
prejudices against this power, it is not strange that 
other nrinds should entertain them, and be equally 
influenced by them. Thus most of the objections 
that could be found or imagined against the Eng- 
lish system have been infused into the idea of a 
bankrapt law for this country. Even the henora- 
ble chairman of the committee, [Mr. Wat,] with 
ali his learning and experience, finds it difficult so 
_ to abstract himself from the British system as not to 
feel obliged to urge upon the consideration of 
others the bankrupt laws of England, as they ex- 
isted at the formation of the Constitution, in evi- 
dence of what was meant and intended by the 
power delegated in that Constitation. Whereas 
the only analogy is in the name, except that it was 
* intended here, as well as jn England, that bank- 
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ruptey should be a title of property, by which 
property might be transferred by operation of law. 

The limited intercourse between the S:ates for 
years after the adoption of the Constitution was 
calculated to foster local feelings and views, and it 
would be among the natural suggestions of Siate 
jealousy that the ex:reise of this power (however 
desirable in some States, and especially with those 
the mast commercial) might be prejudicial to 
others. Besides, the country was rather agricultu- 
ral than commercial in. its pursuits, bearing rela- 
tions of life not the most likely to awaken strong 
and active sympathies in favor of the insolvent 
debtor. 


This consideration naturally secured a prefer- 
ence for State insolvent laws, corresponding better, 
as might be thought, with the local concerns of the 
day. But the relations of business in this country 
(when not disturbed) are greatly changed and en- 
larged. The modern facililies of intercourse have 
brought all the States together into a common mar- 
ket. The North and South arz in the constant 


| interchange of their products and merchandise. 
| This is calculated to give national uniformity to the 
: rales of trade, and induces the necessity of uni- 
| formity in the treatment of the relation of debtor 


and creditor, and more especially when imperious | 


necessity invokes interference with its existing ob.i- 
gations between individuals. Bat a still strouger 
reason is to be found in the experiment of a bank- 
rupt law in 1800. That law, although it may have 
been enacted with great care, was not well adapted 
in its provisions for the commencement of the ex- 
periment. It was too complicated in its details, 
and too expensive in ils operations. Before it 
could be well understood and brought into practi- 
cal utility, many frauds were committed upon it, 
and it became unpopular. This afforded its ene- 
mies a triumph, and the law was repealed before a 


| fair experimentwas made. All the evils of the system 


were developed before its benefits could be realized. 
Like all new systems, its first operations serv- 
ed but to expose its imperfections. Had that law 
embraced nothing but the single principle of vo- 
lantary bankruptcy—been more simple tn its pro- 
visions, and improved by legislative action, as its 
defects were discovered, the country would now 
have been blessed with all the benefits which its 
friends ever anticipated. Another reason, sir, why 
this power has been so sparingly exercised by Con- 
gress was well suggested by the honorab'e Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. Srranaz) yesterday, 
that a bankrupt law is generally considered a pro- 
vision in favor of the debtor against the creditor; 


and as debtors are generally the poor, and creditors | 


the rich, the latter are more fully represented than 
the former, aad of course have a preponderating 


infiuence. Legislation is always slow when its. ; 


march is against the current of popular influence. | 


But those reasons have many of them lost their 
force. The insolvent laws of the respective States 
are found to be inadequate to the relief required, 
and, if we are to judge from what we hear from 
every section.of the country, and from every class 
of its citizens, we may suppose that the time will 
soon come when that dormant power in the Con- 
stitution will be roused to action. Continue the 
present pecuniary distress, and there will soon be 
a uniform sentiment in favor of a uniform system 
of its bankruptcy. Uniform pressure and distress 
throughout the country have, in some degree, ever- 
ruled local objections and invidious feelings among 
different classes, and have invoked at last the only 
remedial power. Moved by this invocation, the 
Committee on the Judiciary have reported & bill, 
which is now before us. 


That bill: provides for the two great objects of a 
bankrupt system, asI understand it, in this coun- 
try. lst. The surrender of the insolvent debtor’s 
property, to be divided among his creditors; and 
2d. The discharge from all his debts due to those 
creditors. This bill is for voluntary bankruptcy 
only. Itis plain in its. principles and simple in 
its details, and to be administered in a cheap and 
speedy manner. To this bill there is an amend- 
meet offered by the minority of the committee, by 
which amendment another bill, containing differ- 
ent principles, is proposed to be substituted. To 
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Senate. 
that substitute I am opposed. 1 object to two of 
its prominent features. 

Ist. To the principie o 
which it contains. 

Qily. To the principle which embraces corpora- 
tions. 

The principle of compulsory bankruptcy is not 
called for by the voice of the people, either the rich 
or poor, which has been so generally and so loudly 
expressed on this subject. It is not required in this 
country for the protection of the creditor. He has 
his remedy, to all intents and purposes, by civil 
process, for the collec'ion of his debts. It is with- 
in the province of the State Governments so to ex- 
tend that process,and provide such remedies at 
pleasure, as to subserve al!l the purposes of collec- 
tion, and afford to the creditor a cheaper as well 
as a more summary and a more certain system of 
collection than can be afforded by any bankrupt 
law. Yes, Mr. President, the creditor can in this 
way reach the last dollar of his debtor. He can 
strip him of all his property and turn him naked 
upon tee world. What more does he want? 
Bankrupt laws, I repeat, Mr. President, are neces- 
sary for the debtor only, by which he may be ena- 
bled honestly to surrender his property to his credi- 
tors, and take his discharge. This can only be ef- 
fected through the medium ofa bankrupt law. An 
arrangement may sometimes be hrought about by 


f compulsory bankruptcy, 


i compromise between debtor and creditor, and I 


have found in most cases that creditors, especially 
those of commercial pursuits, are favorably dis- 
posed to compromise. Irall creditors were actu- 
ated by the same liberal and prudential motives, 
there would be no necessity for a bankrupt law. 
But, sir, it does so happen, that in many, if not in 
most of those cases, there is some one of more stern 
and inexorable spirit of exaction—some Shylock 
who will exact the bond—who will insist, not only 
on the flesh, buton the blood. For these reasens, 
without a bankrupt law, the insolvent debtor can 
effect no composition, and, instead of distributing 


| his property and taking his discharge, must hold on, 


consume what he has, or starve, and the creditor 
thus loses his debt. 

But, sir, this compulsory principle in the bill is 
peculiarly objectionable at the present time ef mone- 
tary distress. While it might have the semblance 
of conferring rights on creditors, it would expose to 
the process of bankruptcy thousands of our solvent 
business men, and even some of the wealthy. Con- 
sider for a moment its operation on that class which 


| the bill denominates ‘‘merchants,” or those actually 
i using the trade of merchandise, cr seeking their 


living by buying and selling, etc. owing $ +; 


and consider what may be their fate upon the ha 


| pening of any ot those equivocal acts which the bill 
| sets down as aĉis of bankruptcy,and which jealousy 


or malice, by false construction, may bring within 
the law. This class of the trading community are 
not peculiar to any section of the country. They 
are found in the North and in the South, in the 
East and in the West.- Some have large amounts 
in goods on hand, on which they have made large 


i| advancements, to sustain the operations of the ma- 


nufacturer. Some have advanced largely on the 
great staples of the country, to save the producing 
classes from suspension of their labors. Are those 
men to be thus exposed to commissions of bank- 
ruptcy? No, sir; let them alone, and they will pay 


! their debts. But, for the present, they are deprived 


of their ordinary means—they are straitened and 
embarrassed. Yes, sir, many of them are on the 
brink of ruin, and the least jostle from a bankrupt 
law might plunge them down the precipice. Per- 
haps this compulsory principle in the bill might not 


| be exerted against that class which I have alluded 


to, and the best hope derivable from that conside- 
ration, is the infrequency of its use, even where itis 
provided for in the English bankrupt laws. It has, 
Iadmit, in a great degree, gone into disuse. It 
may be retained in all the bankrupt laws in the 
world, for aught I know. It is rarely used, how- 
ever, but at the instance of the debtor, except in 


_ some few cases, where extreme jealousy or malig- 


nant feeling prompts the creditor to action. Hence 
we see that this principle may very well be dis- 
pensed with. 


Allow me now, Mr, President, to call the atten: 
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+ tion of the Senate to the second and still more ob- 


jectionable provision—I mean that of including 


‘| corporations in the bi!l—a provision so impractica- 


J 


y 
& 


ple and absurd, when viewed in this connection, 
that I should think it required only to be men- 
tioned to be rejected. 
rinciple of a bankrupt law, I should like to see its 
details fully carried out. Its provisions in the pre- 


sent bill only lead to difficulties, without remedying | 


them. It provides for the seizure of corporation 
property, without prescribing rules for its seques- 


tration, or winding up the concerns of the corpora- | 


tion. It provides for no security or disposition of 
the surplus that may remain after paying off the 
debts of the corporation. Yet, it cannot be 
doubted that many, and probably nearly all that 
may be made'liable to this bankrupt process will be 
found solvent; many of them with large surplus 
balances, although they may not be able to pay all 
their debts in the short space of fifteen days, as 
required by this oill. Yes, Mr. President, millions 
oa million would go into the hands of assignees 
beyond the amount of their liabilities. What se 
curity is provided for this property? 


If it involves a necessary |; 


I answer, | 


: pulsory principle of this. bill. l 


none; and it would be difficult to previde adsquate | 


security. 
the amount of $500, when they commence this 
bankrapt prozess, give a bond, but what is the ob- 
ject of that bond? The petitioner, at the time of 
presenting the petition, is to deliver to the court a 
bond, with surety, to the corporation, in such pe- 
nalty as the court shall requ‘re, conditiened to pro- 
secute said bankiupt proceedings to effect, to es- 


The creditor or creditors having debts to ` 


' fering for sale domestic goods of all kinds—machi- 


- mills, dams, and canals, with steam power, hy- 


, Of traders who watch those money making oppor- 


tablish the debt or debts due to the crediditers, and — 


the act of bankruptcy charged against the bankrupt, 
according to the provisions of the act. These two 
conditions are all the bond relatss to. The debts 
may be easily prove’, and then, to save the pe- 
nalty of the bond, only one thing more isto be 
proved, and thatis, that the corporation has sus- 
pended or s‘opped payment for the space of fifieen 
days, and that will, doubtle:s, be matter of uoto- 
riety: for, I ask, what manufacturing corporation 
throaghoat the whole coantry has not already been 
guilty of that delinquency; and what one wiil have 
exemption from it in future? I refer more particu- 


larly to manufacturing corporations, because they, : 


more than other:, have falien under my own ob- 
servation; and yet I know the corporators to be 


composed of our most wealthy and substantial . 


inbabitan’s, rica in every thing but money, with 
large stocks of goods on hand, which have acce- 
mulated from mere want of a market, and hence 
this want of money. 

Now, sir, by this bill, if one of their five hur- 
dred dollar notes lies over at bauk fifteen days, or 
one of their de>ts of that amount is presented, and 
net paid within the same time, they are at once to 
be declared bankrupt, and stripped of all their pro- 
perty. What large manufacturing corporation, I 
ask, caf be found in this whole country that would 
not fall under this condemnaion? Let it not be 


said that there wil be a general forbearance—‘hat | 


those vivlatious of punctuality will be overlooked— 


and that an icdulgentspirit will prevent any rigid ap- | 


plication of the!aw. Ji so, thereis no necessity for the 
provision that can. jus ify the experiment. Credi- 
tors are generally anxious to gather in their debts, 
and more particalarly so when it seems most difti- 
cult fer their debtors to pay: they would sue of- 
tener, were it not for the expense and the delays of 
the law. Bat this would be to creditcrs a very 
chesp, and apparently very speedy remedy; znd it 
would te used. This would destroy what little of 
confidence yet remains. Every man having a cebt 
against a corpora‘ion’ would crowd for payment, 
before its whole effects were swept into the vortex 
which this bill provides fur. Of course, every cor- 
p. ration, to avoid that peril, would have either to 
break up, and resort io such expedients as they 
Wight deem their own s2fety to require, or suffer 
themselves to be broken up by the operation of the 
law, and, in the latier event, let us see what would 
be the *ituation of the country about them. Five 
hundred dollar debts would be presented to corpo. 
rations, and fifteen days’ default of payment would 
follow, which would end in exposure to a commis- 
sion of bankruptey—a ccmmission that would 
sweep all their effects into the hands of assignees, 


: blow. 


and of course there would be an end of all the in- 
corporated manufacturing establishments of the 
country; for it is not to be expected that assignees 
would carry on those works. I am aware, sir, 
that the manufacturing establishments are not a!l 
incorporated, and of course would not all be sut- 
jected to this law. But there are so many of them 
incorporated, and with such amount of capital, that 
the effect which this law would have upon manu- 
facturing establishments may be spoken of in ge- 
neral terms. Besides, the unincorporated establish- 
ments are mostly owned by that class of citizens 
wko may be declared bankrupts under the com- 


But pass this bill including corporations, what 
would be its immediate effects on trade in their vi- 
cinity? Who could sell domestic goods, or any | 
other property belonging to corporations? The ge- 
neral belief that all the effects of corporations 
would soon be under the hammer would prevent 
private sales; all would be in reserve for the occa- 
sions that would present bargains at public auc- 
tions, and those public auctions weuld come. Yes, 
sir, they would come. What splendid advertise- 
ments you would see posted up in all public places 
through the country, signed by assignees, and of- 


nery, new and old, with preparations and fixtures— 


draulic power, et cetera! But, after all, who would 
be the competitors at those auctions? The with- 
drawal of the currency has left penniless that class 


tunities. Hard money can scarcely subserve the 
purposes of daily marketing, credit is out of the ` 
question, and paper money will soon be no more, 
for the banks are to be struck down by the same 
It would have been at Jeast kind, and, I : 
think, judicious, to have spared the banks for the | 
present, and disposed of other corporations first, ' 
so that there might be bank bills, poor as they are, 
to purchase the manufacturing establishments 
with.. No, sir, our own citizens would not be able 
to compete at those sales, although prices might be | 
little more than nominal. Foreigners might buy | 
in, and largely two, for there is yet money in Eu- 
rope; and thote foreigners, after purchasing, might 
ran those establishments, or destroy them,as would ` 
best subserve their purposes, in furnishing us with | 
goods. Thisinvestment of foreign capital, how- 
ever, might cut off one source of our troubles. It 
might supersede the necessity of that perplexing ex- ; 
ercise of legislation—the revision of the tariff of | 
daties. 

But, sir, the banks! The banks could not be 
overlooked in formigg this bankrupt biil: and in 
the falfilment. of its provisions, not one of them, 
from Maine to Georgia, will be able to stand against 
its destroying operations. The honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Wesster,) from his re- 
cent remarks here, seems not so much alarmed on 
account ef the banks in his own State, as for others. 
Now, I entertain no: the least doubt of their sound- | 
ness and their strength. But, sir, let not those 
banks console themselves ‘in their own strength; it 
will aff.rd them no safety. Nothing is so streng . 
but it may be broken. I doubt not but most of the 
banks throughout the country are.solvent. But 
their customers are embarrassed under the general 
‘derangement of business, and cannot pay them, 
and of course they cannot pay all their debts and 
redeem all their bills within the limited time pre- 
scribed by this bill. They will be called apon, and 
a rigid execution of the law will level them, and : 
equalize, without improving, the currency. Can ` 
any man suppose they. will not be called upon? ‘If | 
you had, sir, the bilis of any bank, even of Massa. | 
chusetis, upon the passing of this law, would you 
not send those bills to the bank, or, through some 
agent, put them on their passage home, fearing that 
something might happen to that institution? And 
would not all holders of bank bills do the same? | 
Would not this law destroy confidence? And what | 
is there to keep bills in circulation afer confidence | 
is destroyed? Nothing, sir; and it is a waste of | 
words to say that they wou!d not be sent home. 
Now, where is the bank in business that has not 
more bills in circulation, and many more, than 
specie in its vaults’? How are they to redeem? | 
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Bilis and drafts on other banks would not be ac- 
ceptable, and calling on their customers for pay- 
ment would be an unavailing requisition. All the 
banks which have now suspended specie payments 
would certainly fall under the penalties of this bill: 
for none can suppose they could resume in fifteen 
days after the law shou!d go into operation. And 
what follows? $500 of their debts are presented. 
They are held to strict compliance; for they do not 
seem to be the objects of grece, or even of com- 
mon charity. All they can hope for is the protec- 
tion of the law. Hence you wil see all the effects 
of banks that do not pay their debts in the short 
period of fifteen days, in the hands of assignees; 


| and what will those effects amount to, over and 


above their liabilities? I answer, millions on mil- 
lions. And whatis to be done with all that amount 
of property? for I have already shown that there is 
no security to be provided for it. All goes into the 
hands of irresponsible assignees. No provision for 
the return of surpius; and it might be somewhat 
difficult to determine to whom the reversionary in- 
terest might pertain. The banks having departed 
their artificial life intestate, and without heirs, 
would it escheat acccrding to any of the rules of 
the feuda! law, er would it abide with the assignees? 
If the latter, it would in some cascs be a most en- 
ticing perquisite of office. 

I do not contend, Mr. President, that banks, or 
any other corporali ns, ought to be held beyond 
the reach of laws. I mean, only, that they should 
be amenable to such, and such only, as are appli- 
cable to their nature anl consistency; that they 
should be ‘eft to the lezislaiive action and judicial 
decisions of the Governments ihat incorporate them 
—left in the bands of th:ir creators—to be dealt 
with by the powers that sustain them, and held to 
those rules of action prescribed to them in their 
charters. Are they not so governed in the respec- 
tive States by those who are their constita'ional sv- 
pervisors? Can they recist the sovereign will, 
when constitutionally exercised, of the States that 
have founded them? Have not the States, in the 
first place, the right te incorporate them? Have 
they not the wisdom to discern, and the power to 
remedy any evils resulting from the exercise of 
that policy? Those corporations must pay their 
debts and perform their other ccntracts according 
to the notions of good faith which those State sove- 
reignties entertain and act upon, Their effects 
are liable to civil process in payment cf their debts. 
Toe banks are visited and controlled by commis- 
sioners, in most of the States, appointed for that 
purpose. Their concerns are reached by the 
searching operations of courts of chancery. In- 
junctions may stop their proce:dings; receivers 
may be appointed to take charge cf their effee's, 
and, if necessary, finally to dispose of and wind 
them up. A!l this is done urder the sanction cf 
the power that made them, and with the greatest 


tenderness and care for the preservation of that: 


franchise which is the Jife cf the corporation. The 
very power that sanctions the putting corporations 
into commission takes care to preserve life, and, 
when expiring, can resasciate them. No doubt 
but the State Legislatures can make laws for cor- 
porations which they may denominaie bankrupt 
laws, if they choose to doi’; Lut those laws must 
apply to corporations alone, withcut connecting 
thes with other subjects cf an entirely different 
character. Butitdies not follow that Congress 
bas that power over thes: State corporations, 
Such exercise of power would be a direct encroach- 
ment on State rights, and the States would not sub- 
mit toit. They would not tamely surrender this 
exercise of prerogative to Congress, or transfer 
such an amount of business from the State to the 
Federal Judiciary. t 
Again, sir, who ever heard of including corpo- 
rations with merchants and iradess in a bankrupt 
law? It has been talked of, but never done; and 
if that proves any thing, it proves that talking about 
it is all that can be done with it. 
the idea of connec'ing them with natural persons, 
because they are artificial persons! “WI 
clude any thing else that may be artificially per- 
sonified? The object of this delegation of power 
in the Constitation was to establish bankrupt laws 
for persons whose insolvency induced failure of 
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Why not in- © 


1 — APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
06 o o m 


26TH CONG... LST SESS. 


———— oOo eee 
wou!d dissolve allit touched, and io the corporations, 


payment—‘or natural persons exercising volition, 
free agency, and mor:! sense—net for artificial 

arsons, Without voli ion, on failure of pzyment. 
Pa short, for persons aud not fur things; not ter the 
failure of institutions or of machinery, but by fic- 
ticious and fanciful an logies. I admit they may 
be extended to every thing in failing circumstances 
—to vegetation on the failure of crops; to the tree 
that may be fruitless from the biighting winds; but, 
afier all, it would be forming litle else than a fancy 
article. 

But, sir, if a bankrupt system is to be formed 
for use, let it be formed with more regard to its 
appropriate objects and ite practical uses. Its ap- 
plication to banks would not only be entirely una- 
vailing for all the useful purpo.es contemplated, 
but it would prove itself a ruthless destroyer of 
those institutions. What would a banking corpo- 
ration be when under this commission of bank- 
ruptey, with all its effeois in the hands of as- 
signees? The receiver, or assignees, might walk 
into a bank, turn out the president and directors, 
the cashier, and all its other organized function- 


aries, but the new comers would not be able to « 


carry on the business of the bank. From the mc- 
ment of this change, the vital functions of this 
artificial person would be no more. 
extinguished by the first touch of the invader, and 
without the State’s power toresuscitate, it would be 
defunct, and that forever. Yes, sir, the very first 
act that would put the banks into the hands of the 
receiver or assignees, under this provision, would 
put an end to their existence. This would be cruel; 
ıt would verify the apprehensions of Roger Sker- 
man, the delegate from Connecticut, who objected 
that, as bavkrup’cies were in scme cases punished 
with death in Engiand, he did not wish to grant a 
power by which ihat might be done here. Would 
not this be panishing with death, and would it not 


Its franchise ` 


be severe, and more severe than the bankrupt . 


laws of o'd? It would ce cruel beyond exampie; 


even tragedy itself avoids exhibiting death in the | 


first scene. 
Mr. President, I listened yesterday with great 
pleasure to the learned and able argument of the 


honorable Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. | 
Sraancz,) and in many of his remarks I readily | 
concurred; but when, in the language cf the fa- ' 
culty, he talzed of this provision of including cor- | 
porations as being wholesome medicine for the | 


banks, itd.d, I assure you, give me some uneasi- 
ness, for it reminded me of that coarse of experi- 
mental alteratives which the banks, as well as the 
whole currency of the country, had of late under- 
gone, and it carried to my mind a fcarfal sugges- 
tion that those patients were not yet out of the doc- 
tor’s hands. 


The honorable Senator made another suggestion, : 


which was not so alarming. In‘eed, it was amus- 
ing. It was fanciful, and well adapted to the fan- 
cifal theory of including corporations in a bank- 
rupt law. The emphasis with which he distin- 


guished that part of his sp-ech was natural, as well 


as proper, and bespoke no more than that self com- 
placency which we all feel on discovering what we 
deem important to ourselves or to our country, In 
speaking of this great bank corrective, he said they 
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especially the banks, this would be a universal sol- 
vent. Its touch would dissolve their goods and 
their franchises, and in ali respects extinguish the 
last spark of their artificial vitality. The alchy- 
mists have always been borrowing trouble about 
what they should put this universal solvent into for 
safe keeping, inasmuch as it would dissolve every 
thing it touched, but here that difficulty ceases to 
embarrass. Putit into a bankrupt law, Where it 
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will destroy and dissolve what it touches except its i 


own depository. 
After all, sir, in relation to this philosopher's 


stene, even if we have it, I think we had tetter not | 


- retain it. If any adept in the wonder-working 


art of a'chymy should, by the successful essays of 


_ his laboratory, be able to form this far-famed arti- 


cle, inasmach as the pleasures of pursuit and anti- 
cipation so much exceed those of possession in 
those spreulative matiers, I would advise him to 
decompose the artiele, and scatter the ingredients 
broadcast, and thereby secure, by a new process, the 
higher delights of recomposing it. 

The captured fox is sometimes restored to liber- 
to—let loose and put upon his legs again, just to 
afford the huntsman the sport of another chase; 
and, if this is the philosopher’s stone, I would, for 
reasons somewhat similar, say at once throw it 


' away, sir, and, out of mere favor confer on the 


` ys in some degree retrospective in its operation on , 
| present contracts—this must be expected ofa bank- || 


had discovered the great desid-ratum; he said it | 
was the philosupher’s stone; yes, sir, it was the phi- | 


Josopher’s stone! YetI could not but think that the 
Senator was under some mistake; and if this was 
that great desideratam, and the phi osopher’s stone, 
about which the alcbymists had for centuries so 
stimulated the curiosity of the world, that it would 
bardiy fulfil expec‘ation. But if it was the real 
philosopher’s stone, with all its wonder-working 
powers of transmutation, by which the alchymists 
contended that in the potency ef its mysterious 
touch all the baser metals could be turned into 
pure gold, I could not bat regret that it had not 
been discovered a little sooner, as it might have 
been a valuable auxiliary in carrying out and giv- 
ing success to that experiment which has failed for 
the want of gold. Bat I believe, sir, this disco- 


very is not the philcsopher’s sione. Itseems to me : 


more like another great desideratum which has : 
commanded the deepest researches of the alchymist 


time out of mind, and that is, the universal solvent, 
whieh, by its mysterious workings, they contend, 


! and discharge, as well as those regulating ex- 


alchymists the pleasures of another hunt for it; and 
if it should take them a thousand years to find it 


again, that would be in season for ail its purpeses | 


of usefulness. 

I will soon conclude, Mr. President. I have ex- 
pressed my objections to the bill offered by the mi- 
nori'y of the committee, in amendment, and by | 


way of substitute for the bill reported by the com- |’ 
: mittee. I might add anoth:r obj-ction found in 
` that provision of the proposed substitute which al- 


lows to the several States the option of conforming 
or not, as might suit their pleasure, to the Jaws’ 
thus made for them; which would be mere mockery | 
of legislation; but inasmuch as that provision seems 
not to have found any advocates as yet, I consider 
it now asout of the bill, by common consent, and I 
shali say nothing more on that point. 
I have, therefere, only to repeat my approval of | 
the bill reported by the committee, as cne contain- 
ing the correct principles of an American bank- 
rupt law. its details may, in some degree, be al- 
tered and thereby improved: its limitation for the 
period of two years ought to be dispensed with, 
since this is not contemplated as a mere temporary 
expedient, or as a special relief law for the present 
class of insolvent debtors. But itis intended as 
the commencement and foundation of a permanent 
bankrupt system for this country. No doubt but 
the commencement of such a system, at any time, 
would be attended by partial evil. Some inconve- 
nience is likely to await every change. The law | 


rupt Jaw. But the power which authorizes it is 
expressed in the Constitution, and, like the laws of 
the land, is presumed to be known to all who have 
given credit. It may also disturb the present sys- 
tem of preferences, asd have a tendency in some 
degree to limit credit. Bat trade and credit will 
soon restore and regulate themselves on the best 
practical basis, if your systein of business is esta- 
blished on permanent and general rules and laws; 
aad in relation to preferences, now allowed under 
the Siate insolvent system, they are always unequal 
and sometimes unjust, and will never be corrected 
without a uniform bankrupt law. 


The principles of the bill are plain, and its pro- 
visions simple and practicable—fit for present use, 
and yet susceptible of future improvement, from 
time to time, as occasion may require. Uniformi- 
ty and permanence are great and important requi- 
sites in the rales of human action. Men of busi- 
ness should be familiar with the- great rales that 
govern conventional obtigations in their formation 


changes in trade. How can this be done but by 
uniform and permanent provis‘ons of law? It is 
not so important what systems or rules of business 
may be adopted, as that they should be uniform 
and permanent, so that all may know what to de- 
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pend on by sonforming their relations and opera- 
tions to established systems and ru'es. If this bank- 
rapt law is established, all future commercial in- 
tercourse will be carried on in relation to it. The 
business man in the North will know how this re- 
lation between debtor and creditor is in future to 
be treated in the South, and he may govern him- 
self accordingly. It will promote that average, 
that equal distribution of property which creditors 
are entitled to upon the failure of the debtor. The 
principle of the obligation between debtor and cre- 
ditor is, that the former shall pay in full, but this 
ison the ground that his property, his faculties, 
and his exertions will be adequate to that end, but 
on auch entire failure of all those resources as ren- 
der that end impossible, that obligation is to be dis- 
charged by an honest surrender of all his property, 
consisting of those resources in their nature divisi- 
bie, for the benefit of creditors, and upon that to be 
discharged, as a fair equivalent, from tbe obliga- 
tion. But, by the present insolventlaws of the dif- 
ferent States, he is stripped of all his property in 
one of the States, and still within its limits he re- 
mains a prisoner. He has performed the obliga- 
tion on his part, and yet the quid pro quo ie with- 
held from him. While he participates in some of 
the immunities of freedom in one State, he is una- 
ble to step a foot out of it; white denied access to 
the other twenty-five States of the Union, those li- 
beral words in the Constitution securing the reci- 
procal rights of citizenship through the United 
States are to him a dead letter. 


SPEECH OF MR. KING, 
- OF GEORGIA. 


In the House af Representatives, March 18, 1840—On the 
‘Qt additional to the act onthe subject of Treasury notes.” 


The House being in Comfnittce of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. Dawson in the chair) Mr. KING, who 
was entitled to the floor, fose and addressed the committee as 
follows: f 

Mr. Chairman: The Jill now under consideration proposes 
to renew the act passgtl the 12th day of October, 1837, autho- 
rizing the issue of; Tyeasury notes, and the subsequent acts in 
addition thereto, ex#epting the limitations concerning the times 
within which such notes may be issued, and restricting the 
amount thereof so as to authorize the President of the United 
States to cause the Secretary of the Treasury to issue and 
keep in circulation Treasury notes to the amount of five mil- 
lions of dollars. That there may be no mistake in regard to 
this important feature of the measure, I ask that the bill may be 


read. 

[The bill was here read by the Clerk.] 

It will be perceived (said Mr. Krno) that, under the second 
section of the bill, “ Treasury notes may be tssued in lieu of 
others hereafter or heretofore redeemed, but not to exczed in 
the amount of notes outstanding at any one time the aggre- 
gate of five millions of dollars.’ 

The limitations contained in the actof October, 1837, which 
was renewed by the subsequent acts of January, 1838, and 
March, 1839, prohibited the reissuing of Treasury notes in lieu 
of others received in Government dues or redeemed at tho 
Treasury, and limited the amount to one issue of ten millions 
of dollars. These provisions of the act were doubtless in- 
serted to take from it, as far as practicable, the odious character 
of a Government bank charter, to prevent the Treasury from 
becoming a bank of issue and circulation, and these Treasury 
notes from enter:ng into the circulating medium of the country 
as currency. If the bill now before the committee shall be- 
comea law, as I doubt not it will, the salutary limitations in 
the act of 1837 will be repealed, and a Government bank of 
issue and circulation to the amount of five millions of doilars 
will, in fact, be established, of which the President of the United 
States will be the president and director, and the Secretary of 
the Treasury merely the cashier. 

It appears (said Mr. K.) that these limitations have been found 
by the Secretary of the Treasury to be a most inconvenient 
check on his evident desire to issue paper money. In his report, 
bearing date December 24, 1839, speaking of the authority to 
issue Treasury notes, he says: “That authority expired in 
June last, and while in force contained requisitions immediately 
to receive those notes in payment when offered, and at the same 
time preventing the reissue of them, which proved to he ex- 
ceedingly inconvenient.” Several hints may be found in this 
report of the Secretary’s strong desire to be authorized to issue 
this paper currency whenever he wants money. It is known 
to all that the Treasury notes which have been used as cur- 
rency, and especially those bearing an interest of but one mill, 
have become a portion of the circulating medium of the coun- 
try, and that they have in fact assumed the character of bills 
of credit. They have been purchased at the South for the pur- 
pose of being remitted to the North, and used throughout the 
country as currency and a medium of exchange. This is too 
notorious to admit of doubt or cavil,and I have no hesitation 
in giving it as my opinion that such was the object of the Ad- 
ministration in issuing them. But gentlemen say they are 
shortly to be redeemed—they are only required to meet a tem- 
porary deficency inthe Treasury. This no new argument in 
favor of the poltcy;it has been used by the advocates of it for 
nearly. three years, and yet the necessity exists, and if the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury is to be believed, is likely to c@ntinue. 
He saysin the report 1 have referred to: “The Department 18 
without resort, temporary or permanent, In case of material 
deficiences, and, considering all the circumstances before mer- 
tioned, with the dangerous liability iu the law to-have the whole 
of the outstanding Treasury notes paid in at any moment for pub- 
lc dues, without a power remaining to Issue othere in their 


Mar. 1840. 


26TH Cona..--tsr Suss, 


stead.” Does not every one know there will be a material de- 
ficiency in the revenue? And does not the Secretary acknow- 
ledge that he has no means, temporary or permanent, to meet 
the expenses of Government, and pay the Treasury notes now 
fn circulation? 

How can 1t then be contended thatthis is a temporary mea- 
sure, and only intended to meet a present and pressing emer- 
gency? The Secretary complains piteously of the “dangerous 
jability in law to have the whole of the outstanding Treasury 
notes paid in atany moment for public dues.” Very dangerous 
and inconvenient, doubtless, to be Hable in law to pay these 
notes, to pay the debts of the Government, in any thing but b 
giving new notes for okl ones. This, then, is the system whic 
the Secretary’s great financial skill has enabled him to recom- 
mead to Congress. It has been ia operation new three years, 
aad hesitate not to say, isto become the permanent policy of 
this Administration, The Secretary recommends no measure 
by which the Treasury may be supplied with means to pay 
these notes. They will be reissued on the credit of the Govern- 
ment, leaving a mere nominal rate of interest, not more, I ven- 
ture to say, than one mill. They will go into circulation ascur- 
rency. Not being issued on funds in the treasury, they will be 
bills of credit, and the power to reissue them will make this 
measure a bink of issue and circulation. Who will attempt to 
deny ìt? Who caa be so simple, so stupid, so wilfully blind, as 
not to perceive it}? There can be no mistake, and, in fact, the 
reasons given by the Secretary amount te an admission that 
such is the design of the Administration. The great and in- 
tricate question of Government paper credits was most anx- 
jously and critically considered in the Convention that framed 
the Constitution of the United “tates; and it is not necessary fur 
me to say that the power to emit bills of credit cannot be found 
in that admirable instrument. 

It may be proper, Mr Chairman, to refer to'the Madison Pa- 
pers, recently published, to ascertain precisely what the opinier 
and intention of the Convention was ia regard to the power to 
iseue bills of credit. Iam aware, sir, that this question has 
been argued with unsurpassed ability by my honorable friend 
from South Carolina, (Mr. W. Tnompson,) in his unanswered 
and unanswernble speech, delivered on this floor in May, 1838. 
Bince that time, however, the publication of the debates in the 
Convention places beyond doubt what was the intention of that 
body in regard to the power to issue bills of credit. It appears 
that on the 6th of August the committee of detail reported the 
dranght of the Consuiution. The seventh article, which enu- 
merates the powers of Congress, contained this clause: “To 
borrow money and emit bills on the credit of the United States.” 
Ona the 16th of August, this article being under consideration— 

“Mr. Gouverneur Morris moved to strike out the words ‘and 
emit bills on the credit of the United States.’ If the United 
Bates hét credit, such bills would be unnecessary; if they had 
not, unjust and useless. 

“Mr. Butler seconds the motion. 

“Mr. Madison. Will it not be sufficient to prohibit the mak- 
ing them a tender? This will remove the temptation to emit 
them with unjust views. And promissory notes in that shape 
may, in some emergengies, be best. 

‘Mr. Gouverneur Morris. Striking outthe words will Jeave 
room still for notesof a responsible minister, which will do all 
the good without the mischief. The moneyed interest will 
oppose the plan of government if paper emissions be not pro- 

ited. 

“Ar. Gorham was for striking out without inserting any pro- 
hibition. If the worda stand, they may suggest and lead to the 
measure. 

“Mr, Mason had doubts on the subject. Congress, he thought, 
woutd not have the power unless it were expressed. Though 
he had a mortal hatred to paper money, yet, as he could not 
foresee all emergencies, he was unwilling to tie the hands of 
the Legislature. He observed that the late war could not have 
been carried on had such a prohibtion existed. 

“Mr. Gorham. The power, as farasit wil! be necessary or 
safe, is involved in that of borrowing. 

“Mc. Mercer was a friend to paper money, though in the pre. 
sent state and temper of America he should neither propose 
nor approve of sucha measure. He was consequently opposed 
to a prohibition of italtogether. It willstamp suspicion on the 
Government to deny ita discretion on this point. It was im- 
politic, also, to extite the opposition of all those who were 
friends to paper money. The people of property would be sure 
to be on the side of the plan, and it was impo!itic to purchase 
theit further attachment with the loss of the oppusite class of 
citizens. 

“Mr. Ellswerth thought this a favorable moment to shut and 
bar the door against paper money. The mischiefs of the vari- 
ous experiments which had been made were now fresh in the 
public mind, and had excited the disgust of all the respectable 
partof America. By withholding the power from the new Go- 
vernment, more friends of influence would be gained to it than by 
almost any thing else. Paper money can in no case be neces- 
sary. Give the Government credit, and other resources will 
offer. The power may do harm, never good. 

“Mr, Randuiph, notwithstanding his antipathy to paper mo- 
ney, could not agree to strike out the words, as he could not fore- 
eee ali the occasions that might arise. 

“Mr. Wilson. It will hace amst salutary influence on the 
credit ofthe United States to remove the possibility of paper 
money. This expedient can never succeed whilst tts mis- 
chiefs are remembered, and as long as it cun be resorted to, 
it will be a bar to other resources. s 

“Mr. Butler remarked that paper was a legal tender in no 
country in Europe. Le was urgent for disarining the Govern- 
ment of such a power. , 

“Mr. Mason was still averse to tying the hands of the Legisia 
ture altogether. Ifthere was noexample in Europe, as just re- 
marked, it might ba observed, on the other side, that there was 
none in which the Government wag restrained on this head. 

“Mr. Read thought the words, if not struck out, would be as 
alarming as the mark of the beast in tevelutions. A 

“Mr. Langdon had ratber reject the whole plan, than retain the 
three words, ‘and emit bills.’ , 

“On the motion for striking out—New Hampshire, Massachu- 
zette, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Dalaware, Virginia," North 


"This vote in the affirmativeby Virginia was occasioned by the 
agquiescence of Mr. Madison, who became satisfied that strik- 
ing out the words would not dis bie the Government from the 
use of public notes, as far as they could be eafe aod proper, 
and would only cut off the pretext for a paper currency, and 
particularly for making the bills a tender, either for public or 
private debts, 
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Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia—ayes'9; New Jersey, Mary- 


land—noes 2. 

“The clause for borrowing money was agreed to, nem. con.” 

Thus we perceive, sir, that the power was withheld by a vote 
of nine States to two. Who can say, after reading this debate, 
that it was not the intention of the framers of the Constitution to 
withhold the power from Congress tu emit “bills of credit,” to 
circulate as currency? 

We have, in addition to the evidence of the journal of the Con- 
vention, the testimony of a distinguished member of that body, 
who voted against striking out. Tallude to Luther Martin, one 
of the members from the State of Maryland, who says, in his ad- 
dress to the House of Delegates of that State, on the subject of 
the proposed new form of government: 

“By our original articles of confederation, the Congress have 
power to borrow money, and emit bills of credit on the credit of 
the United States; agrecably to which was the report on this sys- 
ten: as made by the committee ofdetail. When wecame to this 
part of the report, a motion was made to strike out the words ‘to 
emit dills of credit.’ Against the motion we urged that it would 
be improper to deprive the Congress of that powel; that it would 
be a novelty unprecedented to establish 2 Government which 
should not have such authority; that it was impossible to look 
forward into futurity so far as to decide that events might not 
happen that should render the exercise of such a power absolute- 
ly necessary; and that we doubted whether, if a war should take 
place, it would be possible for this country to defend itself, with- 
out having recourse to paper credit, in which case there would 
be a necessity of becoming a prey to our enemies, or violating 
the Constitution of our Government; and that, considering the 
administration ef the Government would be principally in the 
hands of the wealthy, there could be little reason to fear an abuse 
of the power by an unnecessary or injuriousexercise of it. But, 
sir,a majority of the Convention, being wise beyond every event, 
and being willing to risk any political evil rather than admit the 
idea of a paper emission, in any possible case, refused tu trust 
this authority to a Government to which they were laviehing the 
most unlimited powers of taxation, and tothe mercy of which 
they were willing blindly to trust the liberty and property of the 
citizens ofevery State in the Union; and they erased thatclause 
from thesystem.”’ 

I now ask gentlemen, in all candor, where this Government 
finds authority in the Constitution, er by implication, to issue 
bills of credit under the name of Treasury notes, bearing a 
mere nominal! interest, or, perhaps, no interest at all, and to 
issue them in the form, and for all the purposes, of bank notes 
as currency? Is the Constitution no barrier to the attainineut 
of their object? Is the power of party-drill in this House so 
irresistible that, in obedience to its mandate, gentlemen will be 
found ready to trample on the Constitution of our country? 
Will they revive the miserable and condemned system of Go- 
vernment paper money? that system which was so Joudly and 

universally complained of, and was one of the principal causes 
that led to the adoption of our present form of government. 

That Government bills have been issued to a large amount as 
currency, we have the authority of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury himself for asserting. ‘The admission is to be found in 
his communication to the Conmittee of Ways and Means, 
by which it appears that Treasury notes to the amount of 

nearly two millions of dollars have been issued, bearing an 
interest of but one mill. Doves any one suppose that this 
trifling interest ever has been or will b> computed? Can it 
foe pretended that it was stipulated on the face of the notes 
or any other purpose than to evade the law and violate the 
Constitution? , , 

My own opinion is, that this bill will authorize the issue of 
Treasury notea without interest. Be that as it may, every 
one must admit that one mill interest is a most flimsy and de- 
grading pretext to deceive the people and cheat the law. The 
Secretary says: 

“Most of the firstissne, yet unredeemed, are supposed to bear 
the lowest rate of interest, one mill, and most of the second issue 
not over two per cent. None of either of these issues, however, 
bear any interest on their face or otherwise after the expiration 
of one year from the time of their issue, and those bearing a 
large interest being usually held by capitalists wil] doubtless be 
paid in for duties and lands, os presented for redemption as 
soon as they fall due.” 

It appears from this statement that a large amount of notes 
issued in October, 1837, and bearing an interest of but one 
mill, which ceased at the expiration of one year from the time 
of their issue,'are yet outstanding, and must have been incircu- 
lation nearly eighteen mouths without interest, and being in cha- 
racter and effect precisely similar to what was called Continen- 
tal meney, or bills of credit. a i 

Mr. Chairman, I do not deny to this Government the authority 
to issue Treasury notes, bearing the legal or such rate of inte- 
rest as will induce capitalists to receive them at par as security 
foraloan. This would make them nothing more nor Jess than 
one form of scrip for Government stock. What I contend for, 
sir, is, that we have no constitutional power to authorize the 
issuing of them in such fomm as will throw them into the cur- 
rency of the country, and cause them to circulate as money. 
This, I assert, has been the effect of a Jarge amount of the is- 
sues made by the Secretary of the Treasury, according to his 
own adinission, under the several acts since October, 1837, and 
such, I believe, is the inten’ion and will be the result of the 
issae which wil) be authorized by the passage of the bill now 
before the committee. 7 

Sir, what are bills of credit? Various concurring authorities 
might be citedto show what is a billof credit, but I shall only 
refertoone. ‘The late Chief Justice of the United States defines 
bills of credit to be “paper issued by the sovereign authority, 
and intended to circulate ae money.” Let me ask gentlemen 
whether the issue of two millionsof Treasury notes, bearing a 
nominal interest of one mill per annum, was not sə intended? 
And is it not known that such was the resul:? ae 

The policy which has been pursued by the Administration to 
lead to the iseue of this Government paper money has been most 
insidious and deceptive. It was necessary, in the outset, to 
create the necessity. This was done by the most extravagant 
appropriations and wasteful expenditure of the public treasure, 
and commencing a war of extermination against the banks an 
credit system of the country, by which the revenue from all 
sources was greatly diminished and the expenditures of the Go- 
vernment vastly increased. This led, of course, to the bank- 
ruptcy of the Treasury, and the necessity of relief. 

This necessity wasas well known to exist. when Mr. Van Bu- 
ren entered on the discharge of his duties in March, 1837, as 
when he issued his proclamation to convene Congress the Sep- 
tember following; and if he was ignorant of it, he is not fit for 
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the high station he occupies. If he knew it, he was bound, by 
every consideration of duty and patriotiem, to have convened 
Congress the very day after his inauguration, that timely and 
efficient measures mighthave been adopted to relieve the Trea- 
ury and preserve the Constitution and credit of the ceuntry. It 
did not suit his purposes to pursue a course so obviously neces- 
sary andexpedient. He preferred that the machinery of Go- 
vernment should work its own destruction and the ruin of the 
country, and, consequently, Congress was not called until the 
Treasury was found to be without means to meet the demands 
against it. Congiess was then called, as the same sudden disas- 
ter had created an unexpected cmeigency. ‘The President, in 
his Message, bearing date dth Septen.ber. 1837, says: “Until the 
amount can be collected from the banks, Treasury notes may 
be temporarily issued, to be gradually redeemed as it is re- 
ceived.” Similar language was used by the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the advocates of the measure in both Houses of 
Congress. It was urged asa temporary expedient to meet a 
pressing emergency. It was said then, as it has been in the 
passage of every bill since to authorize the issue of Treasury 
notes, that there was not time to make a loan in the ordinary 
way, and that it was absolutely necessary to issue these notes 
to meet the pressing demands against the Treasury. From Oc- 
teber, 1837, until thej last quarter of 1839, the Government has 
had an outstanding public debt, in the form of Treasury notes, 
to the amount of ten millions of dollars, has collected all but a 
very smal] amount from the banks, besides expending all the 
revenie; and yet we are informed that the necessity is so press- 
ing that unless we authorize the issue of these Treasury notes, 
the country will be disgraced. No plan has been presented for 
our consideration to relieve the Treasury permanently, and I 
am persuaded it ia not the intention of the Administration to 
present any, except that now before us for the issuc of Govern- 
ment paper money. 

Mr. Chairman, (said Mr. K.) what a commentary this course 
of policy is on the boastful professions of the Administration, 
and every political demagogue, from the President to the tide- 
waiter, that this is to bea hard money Government. I shall 
endeavor, sir, to show'before I sit down, what sort ofa hard-mo- 
ney Government it isthe purpose of these in power to inflict on 
this country. For this purpose, I beg leave to refer the com- 
mittee to the Message of Gen. Jackson, then President of the 
United States, dated December 7, 1830. Speaking of the re- 
charter of the Bank of the United States, he says: 

‘Inthe spirit of improvement and compromise which distin. 
gushes our country and Its ivetitutions, it becomes us to inquire 
whether it be pot possible to secure the advantages afforded by 
he present bank, through the agency of a Bank of the United 
States, so modified in its principles and structure as to obviaie 
constitutional and other objections. It is thought practicable to 
organize such a bank, with the necessary officers, as a branch of 
the Treasury Department, based on the public and individual 
deposites, without power to make loans or purchase property, 
which shall reinit the funds of the Government, and the expense 
of which may be paid, if thought advisable, by allowing its cfti- 
cers to sell bills of exchange to private individuals at a mode- 
rate premium’ 

Tere, sir, is the plan of a Treasury bank; and I have no hesi- 
tation in saying that it cas be traced inthe actsand the policy 
of the former and present Administrations from that time to the 
present. It has heen, and is, in my opinion, the deliberate, wn- 
wavering, never-sleeping purpose of this Jackson Van Buren 
dynasty toestablish a bank on the revenues of the Government, 
and the acts authorizing the issue of Tieasury notes are among 
the preliminary steps to the accomplishment of that design. 
The war against the credit system has been for no other pur- 
pose than to bring into disrepute and destroy our local institu- 
tions, distress and distract the people and drive out of circula- 
tion the currency to which we have becn so long accustomed, 
to make way for this Government paper money. I could refer 
to almost every Executive message and Treasury report since 
1830, in support of my argument; but, not being disposed to 
dwell on a subject which hasattracted so much of public atten- 
tion, and been discussed in almest every newspaper, and in 
every portion of our country, E will on'y call the attention of 
the commit-ee to a paragraph or two ofthat very extraordinary 
and eniginatical document sent to usin December last by 
Mr. Van Burenas his message. On the subject of banks, he 
says: 

on a country soeommercial as ours, banks, in some form, 
will, probably, always exist; but this serves only to render it 
the more incumbent upon us, notwithstanding the discourage- 
mentsof the past,to strive in our respective stations to miti- 
gate the evils they produce; to take trom them, as rapidly as 
the obligations of public faith anda careful consideration of the 
immediate interests of the community will permit, the unjust 
character of monopolies; to check, so lar as may be practicable, 
by prudent legislation, those temptations of interest and those 
opportunities for their dangerous indulgence which beset them 
on every side, and to confine them strictly tothe pet formance 
of their paramount duty, that of aiding the operations of com- 
merce, rather than consuliing their own exclusive advantage. 
These ‘and other salutary reforms may, it is hetieved, be ac- 
complished without the violation of any of the gteat principles 
of the social compact, the observance of which is indispensable 
to its existence, or interfering in any way with the useful and 
profitable employment of real capital. Institutions so framed 
haveexisted and still exist elsewhere, giving the commercial 
intercourse all necessary facilities, without inflating or depreci- 
ating the currency, or stimulating speculation. Thus accom- 
plishing their legitimate ends, they have gained the surest 
guarantee for their protection and encouragement in the gocd- 
will of the community.” , 

Permit me, Mr. Chairman, 10 interpret these dark and mys- 
terious sentences, and state what I understand them to mean in 
plain English. The President first proposes to take from the 
banks, by prudent legislation, their unjust character of monopo- 
lies. and confine them to the performance of their duty. H 
might be asked, ifthe character of monopolies is unjust, as ap- 
plied to the banks, why take it away? He next proposes to 
c nfine their operations to the employment of real capital; 
which means that they shall not lend their credit ina form ot 
acirculating medium. | In other words, if they have gold and 
silver they may Joan it ont, or, if they prefer to deposite in the 
Treasury, they may receive Treasury notes or drafts, turn bro- 
kers, and sell them at such premium as the wants of the 
country will erable them to demand. He says: “That insti- 
tutions so framed have existed and still exist eleewhere.”’ He 
alludes, of course, to the banks Of discount and deposite in 
continental Europe, where coin or bullion is paiced on depo- 
site,and.a certificate issued to the depositor; and the President 
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grear depositary of power in this Government, the 
President, deserves the most serious consideration of every re 
ttecting man in the United States. 

We have known, itistrue, Mr. Chairman, that the Adminis- 
truon has been warring against the banks, but do nat sup- 
pose it has entered into the mind of any man who has noi been 
a close observer of the prozress of this Government, that it has 
ben the intention, or is in the puwer o. the President, to destroy 
our State corporations. We are all aware that no power is to 
bə fouml in the Constitution to uproot and Prostrate those in- 
s:itutions under which we have prospered beyond any people 
that ever batore existed. No one could have supposed that 
ail the powers of this Government combined could affect 
pzacefully arevolution so tremendous and destructive. Yet, 
sir, so far has this revolution progressed, that not only our 
Sats Institutions, but our whole country, lays prostrate at the 
feet of the Executive, and he is enabled to send to the Congress 
of the United States his plan for the regulation and manage- 
meat of the new order of things which he proposes to establish, 
and I venture to aay, so far as his party here is concerned, that 
it hae al! the authority of an imperial ukase in the dominions of 
the Russian Autocrat. Sir, the power which the Presilent has 
exercised, and will continue to exercise, to consummate the 
plan which isin progress, is peculiar to modern times—itis the 
power which controls the will, through the waats of the peuple 
~it is the money power. ‘This power, which has heen usurped 
by the Jackeon-Van Buren dynasty, has already proved itself 
superior to the Constitucion, and, in the true spirit of despotism, 
seeks to destroy whatever impedes its Progress or entlangers its 
success; and hence this war en our currency and banking 
eyatem, or, in other words, the credit system. 

To wake this money power all-pervading and irresistible, 
it must exercise urtisputed control over the currency. This 
was first attempted with the Bankof the United States, and 
then with the deposite banks. Tt was fonnd that neither of 
those instruments coulil be relied on; conflicting interests and 
State legislation could not be brought to act in obedience to 
the will of the Federal Executive. It was therefore found 
necessary todestruy the State banks, and drive their currency 
Trom circulation, to prepare the way for this new, and, thus 
far, irresistible combination of the Executive with the money 
power of the country. This money power is found in the 
revenue, The President has ueurped tne contro) over it, and, 
to coneummate his designs, it is pro, osed to authorize him to 
direct his Secretary of the Treasury to issue a paper currency 
in the form of T,casury notes and drafts, which must assume 
the characier and office of circulating bank notes or bilis of 
credit. 

There has been no fact more fully and clearly established in 
` the rive and progress of commerce, iodustry, and wealth, in 
the commercial nations of mudera Europe and in this country, 
than that gold and silver, although affurdi g the least destructi- 
ble measure of value or industry, cannot be used, except to a 
very limited extent, aaa general currency and mediut for the 
circulation of comiodities, with as much facility and advan- 
tage as bank notes and bills of exchange; and it will be found 
On examination, that the greater use a nation has made of these 
paper credits, as a measure of value or industry, instead of 
gold and silver, the more prosperous and commercial it has 
become, and hence the unparalleled progress of this country in 
all the great branches of national industry and wealth. 

Gold and silver are the actual representatives as well as 
measure of value or industry, because they have always cost 
about the same amount of labor to produce them; they are 
more malleable and less destructible than other metals, and 
are therefore used as currency. Paper credit are also the 
measure of value, and, when actually based on the productive 
industry of the country where they are issued, areas much 
its representatives as gold and silver. These paper credits are 
to commerce what the vital fluid isto the human system, and 
we can only cease the use of them by ceasing tobe an intelli- 
gent, commercial, and industrious people. A 

Ata very early periodthe commercial nations of continental 
Europe perceived the necessity of using paper credits as a me- 
dium ofexchange, and resorted to the only plan the despotic 
nature of their Governments would ‘permit. That was banks 
of deposite, in which capitalists and merchants deposited the 
precious metals in the form of bullion or coin, and received cer- 
lificates of dep-site, which were circulated from city to city, 
and sometimes from one country to another. As commerce in- 
creased these certificates were found not to afford the necessary 
facilities, and bills of exchange were brought into use. Inu the 
progress of financial science, this country and Great Britain 
have adopted a credit syatem, founded on banks of discount, 
depusite, and circulation, which supply a currency based on the 
precious me als and the productive industry of the people. 
This system has sprung up under the fostering care and out of 
the very nature and spirit of our republican institutions, and 
the character of our peuple for integrity and enterprise. 

Ie isnot a liule remarkable, Mr. Chairman, that while the 
more commercial nations of Europe are imitating our example 
as fast as the nature of their Goveinments will admit, and their 
people are slowly advancing to power under the gradual ex:en- 
sion and beneficial influences of the credit system, we have 
been thrown back half a century by the power of the Execu- 
live. i 

The puwer to coin money is granted in the Constitution. This 
is simply the power to divide the precious metals into certain 
small portions, as prescribed by law, and stamp their value on 
thom. T.:isdoes not create their value. This was done by the 
labor that produced them from the earth. This power canrot 
be abused, or injuriously exercised, because nothing but gold 
and silver can be made a legal tender in the payment of debts. 
The power to make and emit paper money, or bills of credit, 
was, as we have seen, positively withheld from this Govern- 
ment. This power the Administration has usurped, and is now 
seeking to increase. Itis well known that our present Chief 
Magistrate of the Jackson dynasty—I speak of him thus, sir, 
because he was appointed by his predecessor—controlled and 
governed the Sate of New York through the instrumentality of 
the Safery Fund banks. That system was framed for the pur- 
pose ofcontrolling the money power of the State, and With it 
the political power. AsI have already observed, no combina. 
nation of the banka of theseveral States could be formed to act 
in concert with the President for the purpose of giving to him a 
similar coatrol over the currency of the Union, and render it 


Subservient to the political power. Todo this, it was found ne- 
supreme direction and 
undivided control of the Federal Executive. 

Sir, when the measures now in progress shallhave been car- 
irresistible power will not only be 
conferred on the President, but he will be authorized to demand 
all the revenues ofthe Goverhment in specie. 

l hold in my hand the ominous concomicant measure to that 
now before the committee. I allude to the bill called, par cxcel- 
tence, the Independent Treasury bill. Titus bill provides that 
the first year, from and after the sOth day of June next, one- 
fourth of all the revenue of the Government, shall be paid in 
gold and silver; the second year, one half; the third year, three- 
fourths; and the fourth year, which will terminate the 30ih day 
of June, 1644, allthe revenues shall be paid in the precious me- 
tals. lis believed by very intelligent financiers that the specie 
now in the United States does not exceed fifty millions of dollars. 
‘The bank: have in their vaults about thirty-two millions, and 
it is estimated there are about eighteen millions in circulation. 


If the revenue shall amount to an average of twenty millions | 


per annum, or come up annually tothe estimates for the current 
year, the Government will receive tive millions of specie the 
first year, ten the second, fifteen the third, and have in the vaults 
of the Treasury on the 30th day of June, 1843, thirty millions 
of dollars. It appears from the provisions of this bill that the 
disbursing otticers of Governmeat will not be required to pay 
specie until the commencement of the fourth year; it is there- 
fore to be nnderstood that the specie collected the three first 
years will remain ijn the Treasury. ‘This, as I have s‘ated, will 
probably amount to about thirty millions of dollars. Tne Trea- 
sury note bull now under consideration authorizes, as has been 
stated, the President to direct his Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue, and keep in circulation, Treasury notes to the amount of 
five millions of dollars. H, therefore, he can redeem twenty 
mitlions in the course of the year, the estimated amount of the 
revenue, he can issue twenty-five millions, and leave five mil- 
lions out at theclose of the year. These five millions will cover 
the amount of specie it is supposed will be received the first 
year, and enable the President to tetain it in his vaul's. As the 
issue of these Treasury notes is, beyond all doubt, a part of this 
“Independent Treasury scheme,” various Pretexts will be used 
to increase the amount from time to time. An emergency, a 
pressing necessity, will be created, as an excuse for violating the 
Constitution, and giving the President the power to issue paper 
money. This “Independent Treasury bill? will, however, au- 
thorize the issue of Treasury drafts, which may be made, if ne- 
cessary, to serve the same purpose as Treaaury no'es, and there- 
fore the President will be independent of Congress and the peo- 
ple. He will have entire contro! over the revenue, can cause 
all the gold and silver received throughout the Union to be de- 
posited in the city of New York, and, by issuing drafis payable 
only at that place, and sending them to all parts of the couniry, 
they will circulate as money, and be as seldom presented for 
payment as the notes of the United States Bank were when it 
Was a national insutution. And I have no hesitation in givirg 
itas my well considered opinion that such is the design of the 
Administration, it any difficulty shall be thrown in the way of 
issuing an unlimited amount of Treasury notes. The most 
careless observer cannot fail to perceive that, with the power 
to issue a paper Currency, and demand the revenue in gold and 
silver, the President can, in a very short time, clesethe doors of 
all our banking institutions. Such, sir, is the system which the 
Administration is exerting allits power to fasten on the country. 
Tts desolating effects are seen and felt from one extreme of the 
Union to the other. Our currency has been reduced since the 
commencement of this scheme more than two thirds. The va- 
lue of property and ail the pursuits of licumtry has fallen in a 
geometrical proportion. In many secticns of the country there 
3s no Currency at all; property cannot be disposed of at private 
sale, and when offered by the sheriff it goes for one-fifth, or per- 
haps one-tenth, of its real or productive value. If such is the 
effect of the commencement of these measures, who can ima- 
gine the distress and disaster that wi!! attend their progress and 
consummation? These are the measures that have been pom- 
pously called, by the friends of the Administration throughout 
the country, “the great measures of relief and reform.” They 
have been in actual operation since October, 1837, and have pro- 
duced more distress and bankruptcy, individual and national, 
than has been witnessed in this country since the formation of 
the Government. __ : 

This, sir, is the relief and reform which may always be ex- 
pected irom the iron hand of despotism, when it is necessary 
to sacrifice the intereats of the people to acquire power. 

These measures will, and, in my opinion, are intended to es- 
tablish precisely such a syatem of revenue, finance, and curren- 
cy in this country as ihe Emperor Alexander established in 
Russi, and which hasgiven to the Autocrata power more effi- 
cient apd terrible than his imperial armies. ‘ 

That system is to receive the revenues of the Government in 
gold and silver, and pay its debts in paper money. The result 
has been that the Treasury has swallowed up all the gold and 
silver in the empire, and there is nothing in circulation, from 
one extreme of it to the other, hut these Treasury notes, or Go- 
vernmeot paper currency. The Emperor can increase or di. 
minish it at pleasure, and thus holds in his hand, not only the 

ower to regulate the commerce and industry of the Empire, 
Pat the value of the property of every individual in it is sub- 
ject to his will. The measures now in progress here will give 
tothe President of the United Siates a power ag absolute and 
despotic over the currency and interests of this country asthat 
which is exercised by the Emperor Nicholagover ail the Rus- 
sias, 

I have said, Mr. Chairman, that the President may, and I 
doubt not he will, make New York the great depository of all 
the gold and silver received for Government dues. It may be 
supposed, sir, that great benefits will thereby be conferred on 
that city. It must. be borne in mind that New York exists on 
the commerce and industry ofthe whole Union, and that, if 
they perish, she must go down. Without them, she could be 
no more benefited by having all the gold and silver of the uni- 
verse in her vaults, than the mountains of Potosi are by the rich 
ores they contain. New York owes much of her ascendency 
to the credit system, and will be the greatest sufferer from its 
destruction. f 

The Administration has shown a perfect disregard of all the 
interests of the country, and it is not to be supposed that any 
measnre not strictly in accordance wi:h its plans of self-ag- 
grandizement wil] be adopted for the benefit of any particular 
city or section. New York will be selected aa the place of 
this Treasury deposite, becauge it is the creditor city of the 
whole Union, and drafts or exchange on it are more valuable 


in all paris of the United States than on any other place; and, 
as three-fourths of the revenue from imports is received there, 
Treasury drafts will not be Presented for payment, except 
when specie is wanted for exportation, because they will pasa 
atpar. In all other sections of the Union they will sell at a 
premium, and, as they are more easily transported than specie, 
all persons dealing in exchange will be anxious to obtain them. 
The consequence will be, that gold and silver will be sent from 
all quarters to be exchanged at par for Treasury drafts. It ig 
perfectly clear, therefore, that New York must necessarily be- 
come the great recipient of the precious metals under this new 
order of things. Such has bern the effect, thus far, and auch 
must be the result of these measures. Bur, sir, what has al- 
ready been the effect of them on the Prosperity of that great 
commercial emporium? Isshe not now sitting in sackcloth 
and ashes, and mourning the loss of her commerce? Does she 
not feel that the sources of her prosperity are drying up, and 
that the life blood no longer returns froin the extremities to in- 
vigorate the pulsations of the heart ef the commercial system? 

tr. Chairman, we are told that the South is to be benefited 
by thissystem; that the cotton growing States send abroad the 
great staple that commands gold and silver in the markets of 
Europe, and that when this measure shall be in successful 
operation, the precious mesals will flow into them fiom all 
quarters, and that, as they export seventy five millions annu- 
aly, they will be ableto pay the duties on their imports in spe. 
cir, and have an abunpance cf this blessed metallic currency. 
Sir, if because we export so largely we can demand gold and 
zilver for our products, why have we not done it heretofore? 
Why has not the regular course of trade produced this result? 
Or, if it is so desirable, why cannot the shippers and owners of 
this produce demand specie for it, without these coercive mea- 
sures of the Government? Has it come to this, that we of the 
South, who have been such sticklers for free trade, are about 
tə kiss the hand of power and humbly pray to be driven, by 
force of law, into the line of our duty aid intersaet Tam not 
surprised that bad men should aspire to power, when they find 
those who have been reputed wise can be gulled and led by 
such arguments. 

We havea very recent example of the effect produced on the 
cotton trade by the withdrawal! of a large amount of the pre- 
cious metals from Great Britain, which I should suppose would 
teach the merest tyro in political economy that the cotton grow- 
ing States of this + nion are more interested than any other por- 
tion of the world in promoting the exchange of commodities 
among commercial nations, and that any cause which shall so 
far disturb the balance of trade as to produce a drain of specie 
and bullion from our great customer will materially affect the 
price of cotton. The short crops in tngland in 1837 and 1838 
compelled her to throw open her ports to the grain of the con- 
tinent, In a very short time the balance of trade was found to 
be against her, and in less than twelve months near twenty a 
lions of dollars were drained from the vaults of the Ban 
‘ ngland to meet it. In 1838 the opium trade with China was 
stopped, and the London money market deprived of about ten 
millions of dollars which it had been accustomed to receive 
from that source. These events caused a deficiency in the Eng- 
lish money market of about thirty millions of dollars, and came 
near compelling the Bank of England to suspend specie pay- 
ment. To save itself from a step so prejudicial to its own in- 
terests and the fiscal operations of the Government, the bank 
resorted, aa it will in all similar cases, to the moat rigid restric- 
tions on the cotton trade—accommodations were positively re- 
fused toall persons engaged in it, and the consequence was that 
prices weve reduced in a very few months nearly one-half. The 
objects of the bank were to save itself from a suspension of eash 
payment by curtailing its liabilities, and to reduce the price of 
cotton; and consequently the price of yarns and other manu- 
factured articles, which are consumed by the grain growing 
countries of the continent, so as to increase their consumption, 
raise the balance of trade in favor of Great Britain, and arrest 
the drain of the précious metals from her to the continent. If 
causes over which we could exercise no control have produced 
effects so prejudicial to the price of our great staple, could it be 
supposed by any well informed person that the people of the © 
South can be duped into giving their support to measures 
which are intended to cause a much greater drain of bullion 
from England than she suffered in consequence of two short 
crops and the loss of the upium trade? 

Mr. Chairman, I have shown that paper credits, in some form, 
must be used to facilitate the commercial and financial transac. 
tions of the age in which we live, and Consequently it is perfect- 
ly absurd to suppose that this Government can or Intends to 
make its disbursements in specie. Can any one believe fora 
moment that specie will be shipped from ‘one extreme of the 
Union to the other, and carted hundreds of miles into the inte- 
nor to pay contractors, laborers, soldiers, sailors, and all the 
employees of the Government, when Treasury drafts on New 
York would be worth more than specie to the receiver, and save 
the cost of transportation to the Government? Sir, the idea is 
absurd—the design of the Administration undoubtedly is to de- 
mand the revenue in specie, and make its disbursements in 
Treasury drafts or notes. We have bein informed that the es- 
timates for the expendituresof the Governmenthave been made 
with great care, and as they embrace no contemplated appro- 
priations for the prosecution of the Florida war, or other extra- 
ordinary expenditure, it is reasonable to presume that eo long 
as the country shall suffer the rule of the present dynasty the 
disbursements will not fall short of twenty millions of ollare 
perannum. The exportsof the planting states are looked to 
to supply annually this enormous sum of the precious metals, 
which, in one year, would cause as greata drain from the Eng- 
lish money market as the loss of two grain crops, and must ne- 
cessarily drive the Government and the Bank of England to the 
adoption of measures similar to those which have, during the 
last year, affected us so injuriously; and if the Administration 
in this country shall be powerful enough to continue the sys- 
tem, it must, in the nature of things, result in the most disas- 
trous consequences to the agricultural and commercial interests 
of the staple-growing states, 

Mr. Chairman, let us now look to the effects which this “In. 
dependent Treasury” scheme will produce on the other great 
sections and interests of the Union. The planting States export 
the great staples that support our commerce with Europe, and 
supply our domestic manufactures; and they are the great 
consumers of the products of the industry of all the other States. 
Any measures, therefore, which affect injuriously the interests 
ofthe former, must necessarily be felt from one extreme tothe 
other of the latter. ` ; 

The almost exclusive application of labor in the staple- 
States to the production of articles for exportation, prevents 
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# them from raising many articles jor domestic consumption, and 


from engagingin manufactures. They consequently afford a 
most extensive market forthe preductsand manufactures of the 
other States, Any cause, therefore, which shall injuriously 
affect the price of the exports of the former, will immediately 
deprive them of the power to purchase fiom the later, and 
consequently their interests will suffer to an equal extent 
Hence the price of cotton in Georgia influences the price of 

toes in Massachusetts, and the price of mules in Kentucky, 
and of wheat in Indiana. Sir, the price of our great Southern 
staple regulates the circulating value of Europe and thia coun- 
try. When it goes down, every interest at the North and 
Weat, as well asthe South, feels the shock. The capitalist 
who livee on his renta!, and rollsin his coach, finds his income 
reduced. Thegmanufacturer aud the mechanic no longer find a 
market for their wares and merchandise. The productive in- 
dusiry of the United States is divided into three great branch- 
es. At the South itis applied to the raising of exportable 
products; at the North and East, to commerce and manufac- 
tures; at the West, to the sairing of stock and breadstulls. The 
two laterare much more dependent on the former than itis 
upon them; becauss, if by any means the foreign market tor 
the exporte of the Southern States should be destroyed, 
the soil and chmate which new produce cotton and tobac- 
co would supply them with breadstuffs, and their surplus 
labor would be applied te manufactures. This state of things 
would mjure and depress incalculably ths commerce and 
manufactures of the North, and cut off the great market for 
the productions of the West. It will therefore be perceived 
that the fiscal action of the Government, under this Indepen- 
dent Treasury scheme, if it affect, as I believe it will, the 
routh more injuriously than the other great sections uf the 
Union, will nevertheless produce the most disastrous conse- 
quences troughout the country. 

Mr. Chairman, there ia one piece of twaddle in the Presi- 
dent’s message which I cannot passin silence. Itis in refer- 
ence to the inflaence which the operations of the Bark of Eng- 
land bave on our commerce, and out of which he frames a 
most statesmaniike argument, as he seems to suppose, against 
our banking or credit system, and in favor of his Independent 
Treasury. He labors tosbow that nothing but that measure 
can insure our safety against that foreign money power. As 
though desirous of proving his ignorance and his argument at 
the same time, be 3: “It ia thus that an introduction of a new 


bank into the most distant o! our villages places the business of | 


that village within the infiuence of the money power of Eng- 
land.” Sir, if that remote village produced more breadstuffs, 
horses, mules, or manufactured goods than were wanted for 
home consumption, or desired any articles which it did not 

ceduce for comfort or luxury, the price ofits exports and im- 
ports would be regulated by the demand and supply in the 
market where it had intercourse, axd that demand and supply 
would be regulated by the general state of trade in the couniry; 
and if foreign commerce should be suffering in consequence of 
a short cropin England,our home market must necessarily 
feelthe shock; and although “the busineas of that village” 
would unquestionably be more or less injured, it would not be 
because a bank had been “introduced.” That circumstance 
could exercise no influence on the foreign supply and demand 
of ite wants and commodities. The only influence the bank 
could exercise, in the prudent management of its business, 
would be to afford to the citizens the neeessary facilities, or, in 
other words, the credit, in the form of bank notes, to enable them 
toconvey their surplus produce to market. Sir, so longas 
England continues to consume our great staple productions, 
their price will depend on her ability to pay for and manufac. 
turethem. If her grain crops shall be destroyed by providen- 
tial cireumstances, and her resources required to supply her 
peuple with bread, we may be injured, but the destruction of 
our own credit system, and demanding the revenueg of the Go- 
vernment in specie, will only aggravate the evil. 

Mr. Chairman, you are aware of my uniform opposition to 


a Bank of the United States. lam of opinion that Congress `i 


does not pussess the constitutional power to create a corpora. 
tion, and I also believe that the two banks which have existed 
forty years since the aduption of the Federal Constitution have 
operated oppreseively against the interests of the South. I 
was, and am, in favor of a separation ef the fiscal action of the 
Government from the banks, because I thouvht it unjust to the 
South, which supplies the commerce that pays the revenne, 


that the banks of the North should be permitted to make use of 


that revenue as bank capital, aod thereby be the better enabled 
to control our commerce. But, sir, I never gave in my adhe- 
sion to a Sub ‘Treasury plan a priori, such as the Executive 
might choose to frame for the establisiment of his own power, 
and the overthrow of our institutione. The question which 
has been presented to the people was simply a separation of thé 


Government from the banks, and not the establishment of a ` 


Treasury bank on the revenues of the country. These mea- 
sures, sir, which have been brought forward under a pretext 
of separating the Government from the banks, are, in my opi- 
nion, a most unblushing fraud upon the people, and are de- 
signed to establish that which the Administration has solemnly 
denounced—a Government bank—in the most odious ant dan- 
gerous possible form. As much as I have been and am opposed 
to a Bank of the United States, 1 consider the measure proposed 
asa thousand-fold more dangerous and objectionable. 


Šo long as the revenue does not exceed the disbursements of - 


the Government, a connection with the banks cannot be attended 


with much danger to the former, or benefit to the latter, or . 
operate very unequally on the various interests and sections of . 


the country. Itis only whee a large surplus accumulates in 
the Treasury that these evils are to. be apprehended. J, there- 
fore, the Administration is sincere in its professions to the 
South, that no more is to be collected than an economical ex- 
pendiure will require, the danger of a connection wiih the 
banks has been Eber ad magnified. 2 

If, asthe friends of the Administration affirm, the operations 


of the Sab-Treasury will not abstract more than five millions ; 


of dollars from circulation, how cau it be eupposed that the 
President, with this comparatively small zum under his con- 
trol, will have the power to establish a metallic currency 
throughout the country, change the character and regulate the 

i of our banks, and drive their notes from cirenlation? 
Yet, all this he proposes to accomplish; and when the real de- 
ngnand tendency of his measures are shown, his friends in 
this House and eut of it affirm that a very small amount of 
specie will be required to accomplish this tremendous revolu- 
tion ia the monetary system and political institutions of the 
conntry. Mr. Chairman, the declarations of the dynasty which 
now reigns over this country are characterized by all the dupli- 
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city that has ever marked the course and policy of usurpers. 
rir, ł have given my views of the design and tendency of the 
measures now in progress, and I believe as firmly as l do in 
an overruling Providence, that unless the people of this coun- 
try shall rise in all the majesty of freemen, and eject from 
power our oppressors, they will fasten upon us a despotiem in- 
finitely more intolerable than that from which the war of the 
Kevolution delivered our fathers. 


I. is not my purpose to withhold from he Administration 
the necessary means to meet the wants of the Government; I 
object to the issue of Treasury notes in the form proposed in 
the bill under consideration, for all the reasons I have had the 
honor to present to the committee; and as I am perfectly cer- 
tain that Government stock, bearing an interest of four anda 
half per cent. will immediately command the sum asked for, 
and will, in fact, no more create a public debt than the issue of 
Treasury notes, Í have prepared a substitute for the bill on the 
table, which I beg leave to submit to the consideration of the 
committee, K 


REMARKS OF MR. EVANS, 


OF MAINE, 


In the House of Represintitives, March 24, 1840—In 
Commitie of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, upon the bill authorizing a farther issue of 
Treasury notes. 


Mr. EVANS said he had been desirous; several 
days, to sabmit a few observations to the commit- 
tee upoa the bill noW under consideration; and he 
regretted that he had rot been able to obtain the 
opportunity of doing so when the subject wes 
somewhat fresher than it is now, and before so 
many topies, more or less connected with it, had 
been drawn within the range of the debate. The 
measure was intredaced, and was discussed, by 
the honorable chairman of the Committee cf Ways 
and Means [Mr. Jones] purely as a measure of 
finance, growme outof the present and urgent ne- 
csssities of the Treasury. 
circle of debate had been constantly en'arging; 
but, without regarding other matters which had 
thus been brought within it, Mr. E. said he should 
confine the remarks he intended to offer to the 
measure as proposed and as discu-sed by the hono- 
rable chairman—a financial measure merely I 
think it much to be regretted (said Mr. E ) that 
this subject of the finances of the country—the 
condition of the Treasury, present and prospective 
—appears to possess so little interest, and to attract 
so small a share of the attention of the House. 
Upon this branch of the Legislature, particularly, 
the framers of the Constitution in‘ended to bestow 
the guardianship and the watchful care of the pub- 
lic treasure; and doubtless they supposed that mo- 
tives would never be wanting for a vigilant execu- 
tion of this trust. The taxing power, the raisirg 
of revenue, which may impose burdens upon the 
people, and the expenditure of it, were intended to 
be subjected to the severest scratiny by their imme- 
diate representatives; and yet, sir, we see hew diffi- 
cnit it is to detain a quorum of members in their 
seats when a bill founded upon the pressing neces- 
sities of the Government, and the best means of 
supplying those necessities, is under consideration. 
The situation which I hold, as a member of the 


; committee from which this measure emanated, has 


made it my duty to look somewhat more closely 
into the condi'ion of the Treasury, and the pros- 
pects befere it, than probably I otherwice shou'd 


: have done; and I confess, sir, I am very far from 


being satisfied with either the one or the other. 


| The present condi ion is, confessedly, embarrasied 
` and straitened; and the prospect, is my judgment, 


by no means gratifying. In vegard, thereforr, to 
the present measure, I desire to say in advance 
that, if I vote forit at all, it will be with very 
great reluctance, and solely from a conviction that 
its speedy passage is required in order to enable 
the Government to meet its obligations and’to pre- 
serve its faith. 

I agree with the honorable chairman of the 
Ways and Means that the measure contemplated 
by the bill, or some substitute for it, equally 
prompt and efficien', is most imperiously demand- 
ed by the present state of the Treasury. But I 
differ from that gentleman entirely as to the neces- 
sity being a mere temporary pressure, or that there 
is any prospect that the Treesurz notes authorized 
by the bill are to be redeemed withia the year. The 
bill itself, on the face of it, is fallacious in that 
clause which gives power to the Secretary to re- 
deem the notes a! any time within the year upon 
giving sixty days’ notice of such as he may desire 


Since that period, the, 
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to call in. The design of this provision is to cos- 
vey the idea that the Treasury will be able to re- 
deem these notes, or a portion of them, in a short 
period from the accruing revenue of the year. The 
honorable chairman rests his defence and support 
of ihe bill upon that ground distinctly. He ar- 
gues that the whuie receip’s of the year wiil be 
equal to all the expenditures of the year, and that 
the bill is nothing more than an anticipation in the 
former part of the year of revenue to be received in 
the latter partof it. Tne President in his message 
of 17th February, and the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry in his communication of the 15:h, plac? it upon 
the same ground; both regarding it, as does the 
honorable chairman alsc, merely a temporary mea- 
sure to guard the Treasury against “the fluctua- 
tions” to which its receipts and expenditures are at 
present exposed. In their opinion, all the troubles 
and embarrassm:nts of the finances are attributa- 
ble to “flactuatiovs.” It has been said by the Se- 
cretary several times, and repeated by the honora- 
ble chairman, and re-repeated in still stronger lan- 
guage by the honorable member from New Yoik, 
that the presen! ex'gency grows out of the fact that 
the disburs: men!s are much the largest in the early 
part of the year, wbile the receip's are much the 
largest ia the latter part of the year. Now, sir, ın 
my jadgment, this view of our financial condition 
is entirely fallacious; and it seems to me that one 
of ihe most imperious duties which now devolve 
upon the House is to look this subj ct fall in the 
face, to understand the ma'ter as it really is, and to 
provide suitable remedies for the difficu'ties under 
which the Treasury is laboring. brom the Lest 
v.ew I am able to take of the state of the finances, 
I am persuaded that the embarrassm¢nts of the De- 
partment are not attribut-ble to the causes sop- 
po-ed; but to a deficiency in the revenue to meet 
the expenditures, a deficiency which, during the 
year and for some time to come, will be coastantly 
increasing, unless some effectual remedy te ap- 
plied. The real difficulty is, that our income does 
not meet our expens:s, and bas not for about three 
years past. As to the idea that the largest part of 
the disbur:ements, “much the large:t portion,” said 
the charmar, occur in the early part of the year, 
and “much the larger portion of receipts” in the 
laiter part, I can discover no foundation upon 
which it rests. There is notbing in the experience 
of past years to justify it. Indeed, the very re- 
verse appears to have been the case. I have losk- 
ed back only three or fuur years, and I find that, in 
1236, the receipts for the first three quarters of the 
year were - - e. - $38,141,898 


Being an average of, per quarter + 12,713,969) 
While the receipts of the Jast quarter 
were only - - - 10,732,066 


Falling short of an average about two millious. 
Ia the same year, the expenditures in the three 


first quarters were - - - $20,791,372 
Being an average per quarter of - 6,930,457 
While the expenditures of the last 

quirter were - - - 9,864,872 


Exceeding tte average of the three quarters by 
about three miilions. 

In 1837, the average receipts óf the three first 
quarte:s were, in round numbers - $5,000,000 
And of the last quarter - - 4,500,000 
Falling off only half a million, which was undoubt- 
edly owing to the great embarrassments in the latter 
part of that year, ovcasioned by the suspension of 
specie payments. Indeed, the onlv wonder is, that 
ihe revenue of the last quarter of 1837 did not fall 
off more than it did. 

Tae average of expenditures for the: three first 
quarters of t-e same year was - $8472,972 
And of the last quarter - - 6,396 493 


Showing a considerable falling of. But this is 
not a matter of surprise, when we recollect that such 
was the embarrassment of the Treasury that year 
that an ex'ra session of Congress was convened to 
replenish it; and doubtless the Departments curtailed, 
in every possible mode, for want of funds. The 
year 1837, from these causes, Is scarcely a fair 
statidard for ordinary years. 


In 1838, the average of receipts for the first three 
quariers was - - - - $6.119, 601 
And of the last quarter was - - 6,793 753. 


Showing a smail excess in the latter part. 
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While the average of disbursements was, for the 

first three quarters - - ~ $8,029,259 
And of the last quarter - - 7,458 836 

In both the receipts and disbursements of this 
year, the last quarter was very near.an average of 
the others, not varying enough from it to justify the 
idea of the great fluctuations upon which so much 
stress is laid. 

We have yet no exact account of the last quarter 
of 1839; but the Secretary, in his estimates, sets 
down the probable receipts and expenditures very 
little varying from the ascertained average of the 
first three quarters. Such, sir, is the experience of 
the Department upon this subject, and I think it very 
satisfactorily shows that erdinarily both the income 
and the expenditure of the latter part of the year 
bear a very near approach to the average of the 
earlier part. As regards the present year, I am 
aware thata redemption of about two millions of 
Treasury notes will fall upon the Treasury in 
March, April, and May, but that amount does not 
bear a proportion to the whole expenditures of the 
year sufficiently large to authorize the assertion that 
“much the larger portion” of disbursements fall upon 
the early part of the year; nor to require an issue 
of five millions of new Treasury notes to meet 
them. 

This measure must stand, sir, if it stands at all, 
on other, and, as I think, stronger grounds. It 
grows out of an immediate pressure on the Treasu- 
Ty; a pressure not caused by a mere fluctuation in 
receipts and expenditures, but from zn absolute de- 
ficiency of means. It is not an anticipation of the 
revenue merely, but the creation of a debt—a bor- 
rowing of money which the resources of the coun- 
try, and the revenue hereafter to be received must 
day. Yam aware that payments are expected in 
the last paitef the year of certain balances due 
from the late deposite banks, and from the last 
bond of the United States Bank; but these are not 
the ordinary resources of the Government, and fall 
considerably short of the amount now proposed to 
be issued. So far as these resources are relied epon 
to meet the redemption of this debt, the Treasury is 
living onits capital, and not on its income. In my 
judgment, therefore, unless some other and more 
satisfactory reason shall be assigned for expecting 
a large revenue in the latter part of the year, mach 
larger than ever the Secretary anticipates, it will 
turn out that at the close of the year these notes 
wilt be unredeemed, and an increasing deficiency in 
the meacs of the Gcvernment to meet its disburse- 
ments will exist. 

Upon what foundation does the expectation rest 
of being able to redeem this emission within the 
year? Isit experience? Is it probability? Is the 
revenue of the country increasing or diminishing? 
Will it equal this year an average of tne last three 
years? In the first place, a biennial reduction of 
duties has taken place amounting to $300,000: and 
again, does the present condition of the country 
justify the expectation of extensive importations? 
That I will consider hereafter. Has the ordinary 
revenue of the last three years been equai to the ex- 
penditures? 

I wil now show how that matter stands. On the 
Ist day of January, 1837, there was supposed to be 
in the Treasury five millions of dollars, directed to 
be retained when the surplus money was deposited 
with the States, but, in point of fact, owing to sub- 


sequent payments not known to the Secretary when ` 


the distribution commenced, these five millions 
turne | out to be $6 670,008. Then we kept back 
the fourth instalment due to the States, which was 
$9,367,000. Since then we have collected three 
bonds from the United States Bank, which amount- 
ed to not far from six millions. There is now out- 
standing two millions of Treasury notes; and added 
to all these, of postponed merchants’ bonds fer re- 
venue accruing in 1835, and which would have 
been collected and distributed prior to 137, th-re 
has been since paid about seven milhons. Tae 
precise amount I am unable to staie. Th-se vari- 
ous sums amount, in all, to over thirty millions of 
dollars. From this amount, there is to be d duct- 
ed the sum due from the banks, $500,000, and the 
amcunt in the Treasury, about $1,500,000. Deduct 
two millicns more for contingencies and Ka fai'- 
ures in the collec'ion of the bonds, and you have 
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over twenty-five millions which has been expended 
within three years, over and above all the ordina- 
Ty revenues of Government. In other words, the 
expenditures of the Government have exceeded its 
income, in three years, upon an average, more than 
eight millions a year. 

What reason have we to expect that things will 
be any better during the present year? I confess I 
see no ground of such expectation, even should the 
present amount of butinezs continue. I am aware 


the Secretary holds a different opinion. He tells us | 


that the expenditures are estimated at so much, and 


the receipts at so much, and, by hard paring down | 


on the one hand, and swelling up on the other, he 
brings the amounts near to each other; but there is 
toe much reason to fear hs errs on both sides. This 
was his opinien at the beginning of the session; an 
opinion which the honorable chairman says re- 
mains unchanged except so far as the Treasury 
shall be drawn upon for refanding duties by reason 
of recent decisions of the courts, and except so far 
as the expected revenues shall becut off by the em- 
barrassments of the country. A very large excep- 
tien, indeed! As to the amount called for in con- 
sequence of the decisions of the couris, it does not 
yet amount, so far as I am able to learn, to one 
hundred thousand dollars, and we havea bill now 
pending to put a stop to that. The Secretary still 
holds the opinion unchanged, that the accruing re- 
venue of the year wiil come up to his originai esti» 
mate, unless there be some cause to diminish it; un- 
less, indeed, itshall be cut short by the embarrass- 
ments of the country ! 

Well, sir, that is a very sufficient cause for a 
failure. He bas estimated the accruing revenue at 
three millions for the iast tiree months, bat has 

ny thing like that amount been received? I speak 


` to be derive ? 
: declining? Are not wages falling? 


is, that there is no business to do. What do we 
hear from New York? So far from there being any 
pressure there, every mail informs us that money 
is abundant. The banks can loan mach more than 
there is any demand for. Do not gentlemen see 
that large loans are now daily making by capitalists 
on mortgages} The demand for business purposes 
is small. Credit is almost destroyed, and, with it, 
business ceases. And this is just what we might 
expect. Why shvuld our merchants make large 
importations? Where can they sell their goods? 
Nut in the West, nor in the South. Why? Be- 
cause the Southern and Western merchants cannot 
afford to pay for them in a currency worth from 
ten to twenty per cent. more than the currency for 
which they must sell them. Hence business has 
ceased; ithas come to a stop. There is hardly any 
channel of commanication between the importers 
and tke purchasers. Whence, then, is the revenue 
Are not the prices of every thing 
Are not our 
manuf ctures stopping? All these go to make up 


', the business of the country; and when these stop, 


: business stops, and the revenue stops. 


not of payments of bonds on last year’s importa- |. 
tions, but of dut es accruing on the importations of ` 


these months. 


sponding period of last year, have fallen of three- 
fourths, according to al] the intormation we have 
Our vessels are returning 
from Europe almost empty. I am well informed, 
and the Secretary knows the same, that one of our 


best packets has recenily arrived in New York, and |: 


instead of a freight of twelve hundred pounds ster- 


I fear, sir, the Secretary is doomed | 
to a woful disappointment. The importations of | 
the present spring, as compared with the corre- |: 


ling, which she had last year, it now falls short cf | 
four hundred p'unds. The Secretary may “hold |: 
his opinion” as long as he pleases, but experience ` 


Toe packets, instead of bringing heavy importa- ; 


tions, the duties on which would recruit the Tree- 
sury, are, in fact, carrying away goods, with a 
view to receive the drawback; and this arises out 
of the embarrassments of the country, because the 
merchants cannot, dare not, sell them in this coun- 
try. There is no demand for them. The people 
are no longer able to purchase or to pay. 

How it may be with the receipts from the public 
lands, I ds nit know; but it can hardly be otherwise 


than that they must be much affecied by the pre- |: 


sent condi:ion of the c-untry. And what is that 
condition? What is the occasion of this diminu- 
tion in our receipts? The Secretary admits that 
there is great embarrassment prevailing throughout 


the country, occasioned by the suspensi n of specie | 


payments by sume of the banks. This is the more 
valuable and imporiant a:mission, as I believe it is 


the first time an intimation has ever come from that ; 
quar'er that the revéoue cf the country, or the state ` 
of the Treasury, was at all dependent upon the ; 


banks. 
the state of the Treasury has some connection with 
the s ate of the banks, upon which so long aad so 
indi criminate a war has been waged. li is found 
out at leng:h, too jate to repair the evil, that we 
have been all along crippling our own resources, 
while we thought we were only crippling the banks. 


Tne honorable chairman seemed to think that the j 


whole embarrassment under which the couniry now 
suffers is occasioned by the banks turning, as he 
said, the last screw upon the commercial commu- 
nity. Batis this so? All the information we have 
leads to a conclusion directly the reverse. The 
banks are quite easy. Money is plenty enough. 
Yet there is little demand for it. ‘The real difficulty 


Iam glad that at last it is discoveied that : 
‘| and hide the nakedness cf the Treasury from the 


Gentlemen 
seem to delude themselves with an idea that the bu- 
siness of the country is of course to revive. What 
is there to occasion its revival? What cause is 
operating? It is, indee 1, true, that a healthy action 
is going on. We are now largely exporting both 
cotton and flour; but these go chiefly to pay for 
former importations. We are diminishing, slowly 
to be sure, our commercial debts abroad, but this 
brings no revenue. There is another reason why 
our accruing income for this year will be short, to 
which the Secretary himself refers, but does not, as 
I think, attach sufficient importance t; and tat is, 


i that the country is already stocked with goods of 


former years’ importation, and hence fewer may be 
expected this year. ; 


In view of this state of our affairs, what is there 
to revive the commerce of the country? What 
fresh demand for imported go ds is likely to arise? 
We all know that American credit of every kind 
has been lately a good deal impsired abroad. Is it 
likely that, in such a state of things, foreign mana- 
facturers and merchants, who have hitherto largely 
supplied our cities on th-ir own account, will con- 
tinue to do so. A large amount of State stocks has 
been taken up here, and remitted abroad, mach of 
which has gone to pay for imported fabrics. Pro- 
bably no more will be sent for a considerable period 


is doing away with thegrounds of it every hour. | at leas’; and I confess, sir, I can discern nothing in 


our present condition, or in prospect, which leads 
me to the belief that any revival of the business of 
the country is likely soon to occur which will have 


: a favorable influence on our finances. 


The Secretary himself tells us that, after the next 
year, a permanent deficiency in the revenue may 
be anticipated, owing to the great reduction then to 
be made in our tariff of duties. So that not only 
the money which we now borrow by Treasury 
notes is not to be a mere draft in anticypation cf 
an accumulating revenue, but is evidence of a de- 
ficiency, which deficiency will be increased from 
year to year. Yet the House is told by the bono- 
rable chaiiman that this cperation is but a mere 
anticipa ‘ion of accruing revenue. Sucha view of 
it is certainly fallacious, and will delude the 
House, and deceive the country. Better, far bet- 
ter, to open out eyes to our real condition, and to 
meet the crisis as we ought. I couli have wished 
that the Secretary had taken a different view, and 
had made a full expose of the true condition of our 
finances, instead of this labored effort to cover up 


publiceye. The truth is, we are now in deb’, and 
it is propozed that we shall increase it still more 
to keep the Tieasury along, while at the same ume 
there is no prospect of any early improvem-nt of 
our finances. We are living on borrowed money, 
having exhausted our capital, and we. are about to 
borrow more for our daily expenses. But not only 
has there been greaterror in overstating our pro- 
bable receipts—there is also as great in underrat- 
ing our expenditures. . The Secretary, I know, 
has made constant effortio keep down the esti- 
mates; and they are certainly a good deal curtail. 
ed. But it seems to me he must be sensible that 
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those estimates must of necessity be considerably 
exceeded. 

Iam aware of the strong solicitude which has 
prevailed with tbe President, and the Secretary al- 
so, to exhibit the lowest amount possible, necessi- 
Ty for the service of this year. The motives for 
this are quite apparent, but I shall not speak of 
them. We are now building two steam frigates, 
for which about $350,000 sre wanted this year. 
But this dos not appear in the estimates; and how 
isit proposed to supply it? Why, by borrowing 
from the standing appropriation for the gradual 
improvement of the navy that amount, which is 
to be reimbursed next year, and which will of 
course go into the estimates of next year. Why 
did not the Secre’ary estimate for it tnis year, and 
receive it in the usual mod:? It makes no d fier- 
ence inthe Treasury. The money isto be taken 
out in either mode; but the mode adopted, of bor- 
rowing the amount from another fund, tends to 
keep down the estimates, and to give the Govern- 
ment credit for economy. This is but one instance 
of the manner by which the estimates are kept 
down, and, as I think it will turn out, kept down 
below what will be actually required. 

The complaint, or the assertion, which everit may 
be considered, that the estimates are not always 
tobe relied upon, is not new. In 1838 the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means made a report upon 
the condition of the finances, in which they state— 


“The annual! estimates submitted by the Secreta- | 


ry the Treasury in December last, embraced no es- 
timate of the amount which would be required for 


preventing and suppressing Indian hostilitics.” | 


“The estimates of the War Department, already 


submitted to the House for thes: purposes, amount | 


te 5,265,000 dollars.” 


The report also speaks ofan extraordinary ap- |; 
propriation of $625,000 forthe protection «f the |! 
So thatin that year nearly six | 


Canadian froatier. 
millions of dollars, for two objects alone, were ap- 
propriated, not appearing in the estimates. The 
then chairman of Ways and Means, [Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG ] who appeared to possess, in this in- 
stance, more {sagacity than he always obtained 
eredit for, foresaw, as I think, tbat the measure 
then in contemplation, which was an issue of 
Treasury notes, in anticipation of the revenues of 
that year, would not get rid of the difficulty. He 
did not bel.eve that they could be redeemed within 
the year, and accordingly recommended that one- 
third only should be payable in one year, one-:hird 
in eighteen months, and one-third in two years. In- 
stead ,of that, however, they were all made re- 
deemable in one year, and the result was, that, at 
the expiration of it, a new law was passed autho- 
rizing a new emission; ard now, at the end of 
another year, when there becume payable, we are 
called on to pass another law fur another issue. 
Now, sir, if the estimates of former -years have so 
signally failed, why are we required to place such 
implicit confidence in them now? Indeed, if I re- 
collect aright, several addi:ijnal es'imates have 
come in since the annaal report of the Secretary, 
to what extent I am not able to say. 

(Mr. Jongs here said that there were some few 
which had arisen from accidental causes which 
were not known when the estimates were made up.] 

Mr. Evans resumed. I do net mean to be uu- 
derstood that they were then known and designedly 
withheld, but I have said, and now repeat, thatthe 
Treasury estimates communicated at the beginning 
of the session are not fo be relied on; and this may 
arise from various causes. Thcre are, of necessity, 
many appropriations which mus! and will be made 
in Congress for objects which the Government can- 
not estimate beforehand. Such has always been 
the ease, and such of necessity must continue to be. 
Ido not advert particularly to those which have 
been already introduced into the House this scs- 
sion and have failed. There ars ene-cr two which 
I feel myself a great interest in, aud which I ghali 
press before the close of the session with what abi- 

‘lity I possess, and I hope saccessfuliy. One of them 
is a long-delayed debt duz in part to the S:ate from 
which I come. And I here give notice to the ho- 
nofable gentleman from Norh Carolina (Mr. 
McKary,) that I do not intend that subject shall be 
delayed to the last hour of the last day, as it has 


been on a former occasion. He must prepare to 
meet it somewhatearlier now. Then, there is ano- 
ther claim, perfectly well founded, which will 
amouni to some one or two thousand, due wholly 
to the State of Maine, which I trust also to have 
allowed. Bth of these will exceed half a million. 


[At this point Mr. Unpsrwoop of Kentucky, Mr. | 


Evans having given way for that purpose, moved 
that the committee rise. 

Mr. Hussard moved to amend that motion by 
adding the words “and report the bill,” but the 
amendment was pronounced out of order. 

Tellers were demanded; and the House having 


divided, the ayes were 60, the noes 90. So the , 
| committee refused to rise.] 


Mr. Evans resumed. Before proceeding farther 


` I will here state what would have been more ap- 
propriate in a former part of my remarks, that I ` 


have just been informed by a gentleman who has 


York within a few days past, compared with the 
du'ies paid by the same vessels last year, amount 
to about one-seventh part only of what they were 
then. These are facts not to be mistaken. And 
how the Secretary of the Treasury and the Chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means can 
say that their opinion as to,the receipts of this 
year remains unchanged, is quite incomprehensi- 
ble to me. 

I have a few words only to say in reply to the 


|, suggestions of the honorable Chairman, and re- 
| peated also by the gentleman from New York over 
the way, (Mr. VANDERPOEL,) about the delayin | 


bringing in this bill. They both say that the S:- 


| cretary did early give notice of an expected deficit 


in the Treasury, and so early that the House had 
ample time to consider the subject, and to adopt 


any different mode of meeting and providing for it 

| which they might deem advisable. 
: this position, several extrac!s have been read from |i 
Do the gentlemen | 
mean to be understeod that the bill ncw under con- | 


the Secretary’s annual report. 


sideration is founded upon the recommendations 
which they have cited? Do we not know, and have 
thsy not so advocated it, that the measure is called 


for by the immediate exigencies of the Treasury? | 


Does not the honorable Chairman remember that 


he called it up, and pressed it the other day express- | 


ly upon the ground that the notes were now wanied 
to meet the outstanding debts of the Government? 
Since then, what opportunity has this House had 
to adopt any other modé of providing for those 
debts? When a direct loan is proposed by these 
who doubt the constitutional power to i-sue Trea- 
sury notes, gentlemen turn round and tell us that 
there is not time to-effect it; that the faith of the 
Government will be violated, and its credit im- 
paired, bsfore you can realize any thing from that 
sourc2. Whatis this but puttiog us off till there 
is no time lo adopt any other remedy? This bill is 
for $5,000,000; but I venture to predict that before 
the close of the session, the Treasury will require 
five millions more. And although this cannot but 
be foreseen, we have no admonition of it; and 
when at last the application shall be made, we 
shall be told, as we are now teld, that the exigency 


is very great, and thereis not time enough to make |! 


a loan, or to adopt any other measure of supplying 
the Treasury. I predict this, sir, and time will 


disclose how far my expectations are well fuunded. li 


The present measure, if I have any knowledge 
of it at all, grows out of the message of the Piesi- 


the immediate demands upon his Department, and 
is notin any degree-founded upon the general re- 
commendations ia the annual report, which have 
been relied upon. 


demands; but the argument is general, applying to 


| alf time, in favor of some “cons‘ant safeguard,” . 


some “permanent remedy,” some standing, abiding, 
continuing law, authorizing him to issue Treasury 
notes, or make loans, or adopt other measures, 
wherever, in his judgment, the necessities of the 
Treasury require it; an authority not limited to one 
year as this bill is, but operating at all times, stand- 


i; farnish us of this especial measure? : 
: bill is founded upon a particular recommendation, 


| interests of the Treasury require it. 
full knowledge of the fact, that the duties on the 
cargoes of four ships which have arrived at New °: 


In support of » 


These recommendations lock ` 
altogether to some “permanent safeguard.” No | 
i.timation is given cf early, immediate, presiing 


ing, permanent, continuing. This is no new idea 
of the Secretary. He has renewed it, and urged it 
over and over again, for the last six years; and yet 
the authority he desires has never been granted. 
How, then, were we to ccnsider it as a special re- 


' commendation of this particular bill? What admo- 


nition did these general suggestions and arguments 
No, sir, tbis 


to meet a special emergency, and does not, in any 


` degree, come up to the very extraordinary power 
` desired by the Szerctary. 


I say extraordinary, sir, 
because I think his recommendation, so often 
urged and so perseveringly repeated, is a most 
extraordinary one; one which has never found fa- 


'. vor enough in Congress to be serivusly considered. 
‘| He desires no less than authority to contract debts, 


to borrow money, whenever, in his judgment, the 
The Consti- 
tution tells us that Congress shall have the power 
io borrow money on the credit of the United 
States; but the Secretary thinks that that power 


: had better be lodged with him. Give him autho- 


rity to borrow money or to issue Treasury notes, 
which is defended and justified cn the constitu- 
tional authority “to borrow money,” and he will 
take care, he says, to guard agaist all unexpected 
deficiencies. Now, sir, this looks to me exceed- 
ingly like surrendering the whole power of Con- 
gress, on this subject, into the hands of the Secre- 
tary; and having thus given to the Executive full 


|| power to replenish the Treasury, we have only to 
| give him like authority to disburse it, and the Go- 


vernment will be reduced to what was not long 


' ago recommended, quite a simple machine. The 
. Representatives of the people will then be spared a 


great deal of the Jaber now devolved upon them. 
Ihave been not a little perplexed, anda little 
amused too, by some of the argumeats of the Se- 
cretary in favor of this “permanent safeguard,” 
which he seems to think has always hitherto ex- 
isted. He says: eo Lae 
“Mach has at times been wiscly done by Con- 


| gress to supply means for meeting unexpected defi- 
‘| ciencies. ] p 
|, adopted for that purpose having expired, our finan- 
` cial operations will be constantly exposed to dan- 


But all legal provisions heretofore 


ger, unless some permansnt safeguard under con- 
tinzgencies is established.” À 

I shon’d be gratified, sir, if the honorable chair- 
man, who is the organ of the Secretary on this oc- 
cacion, would inform the House what “legal pru- 
visions heretofore adopted” “to supply means for 
meeting unexpected deficiencies” have expired. 
What authority which the law has ever conferred 
upon the Secretary does not now belong to him? 


| His own answer 1s this: 


“In our system, the provision on this subject 
was very uniferm and permanent, till the extin- 
guishment of the national debt in 1835. Previous 
ty that time, a large balance beyond the expens"s 
for ordinary purposes was generally collected, and 
being kepton hand till near the close of the year, 
so as to assist in any contingency, was then, if not 
thus wanted, applied towards the payment of the 
debt.” , 

That is, while we are burdened wiih a public 
debt, to the extinguishment of which several mil- 


| kons a year were devoted, we had existing legal 


provisions to mest any unexpected deficiency. 
What were they? Why, nothing more and no- 


"thing less than that any balances which might hap- 
: pen tobe inthe Treasury, not used duriog, the 
den’, of 17h February, communicating the Secre- ;: 
tary’s letter to him of the 15h February, showing 


year in payment of the pudle debt, nor for other 
purposes, were at his comma? d. Are they not so 
now? We zre at this time wholly free from public 
ebt, except the small amount of outstanding Trea- 
sury notes, and the Secretary has, therefore, the 
whole receipts of the year, aad all the power and 
“every lezal provision” which was ever 1D force, 
to meet uncxpected fluctuations. He is, ia truth, 
much better provided, so far as Ic.al provisions 
are conc-rned, than while we hada public debt, 


‘| inasmuch as no part of the annual income is re- 
‘| quired to pay eitber principal or interest of sucha 
! deb'. The true difficulty in the case is, that, whereas 
i! while we were involved in a heavy debt, our 


resources were equalto our expenditares, and to 


| the payment of several millions annually besides; 


sis 
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now, when we are relieved from debt, our income 
falls short of our expenses. The Treasury was al- 
ways exposed to “fluctuations” and “unexpected 
deficiencies”~-as much so as it is now; and no 
other authority ever existed as a “permanent safe- 
guard” ihan now exists. No “legal provisions” 
have expired. All the reoeipts and all the ba- 
lances are now, as they always have been, liable 
to be used “‘so asto assist in any contingency;” 
and if it hasat length come to this, that the expen- 
ditures exceed the revenue, it is not to be set down 
as a fluctuation or a contingency, but should be 
acknowledged as a deficiency, and be met as a de- 
ficiency. : 

After the payment of the public debt, the Secre- 
tary says: “Tne first resort, in the event of flac- 
tuations, was temporary, and consisted of the ac- 
cidental and unexpected accumulations which im- 
mediately followed.” How these accumulations 
were either accidental or unexpected, I confess I 
do not comprehend, eXcept that the amount some- 
what exceeded what might have been anticipated. 
Being relieved from the payment of some twelve 
or fifteen millions annually, it was quiie natural 
to suppose that a considerable surplus would ac- 
cumulate; and when this surplus was expended 
and divided among the States, without the power 
to recall, the Secretary finds himself, as he says, 
“without any resort, temporary or permanent, in 
ease of material deficiencies.” That he has no 

ower to borrow money, or to lay taxes, or im- 
pose duties, or issue Treasury notcs, or to do that 
which Congress alone can do—to supply the ways 
abd means of carrying on the Government, I freely 
admit; and I further admit that no such authority 
has at any time before existed in the Department, 
or ought tv exist at any time hereafter. The Se- 
cretary stands precisely where all his predecessors 
have stood before him. Whenever the exigencies of 
the Treasury have required, Congress has provided 
the mpde of meeting them; but no standing, per- 
manefit authority, that I know of, has ever brea 
given to the head of the Department, in his discre- 
tion, to meet contingencies, and fluctuations, and 
deficiencies in the mode now recemmended. In- 
deed, all this parade about fluctuations and contin- 
gencies is illusory. 

The secret is just here—our receipts do not meet 
our disbursements, and that is the whole matter. 


It is due to the conntry that they should know at. 


once thatthe revenue is fast declining, and that 
some measures must be resorted to without delay 
to meet the deficiency. One of the reasons which 
the Secretary assigns for these alleged fluctuaticns 
is worthy a moment’s notice: 

“Tne practice of incurring expenses in certain 
cases, sometimes legislative and sometimes mili- 
tary, or of a different character, in anticipation of 
appropriations, and occasioned by unexpected ne- 
necessities or unusual delays, seems to be increasing. 
It augments the risk of a temporary deficiency, be- 
caue large sums thus become payable in a mass 
and forthwith from the Treasury, when most of 
the members of Congress, at the time of making 
the appropriations, except that the burden will be 
spread somewhat equally over the whole of the 
ensuing year.” 

If this practice has prevailed, and is inereasinz, 
why is it not arresies? Is it not wholly unautho- 
rized? Is it not an abuse, and one of a dangerous 
character, t:0? But, real'y, how does a delay to 
make an appropriation throw an addiional bur- 
den upon the Treasury? If the appropriation had 
been made earlier, the money would have b-en 
called for sooner, and, although it is possible so 
large amounts would not be required at any one 
time, yet the general aggregate at the latc period of 


the passage of the appropriation mast be the same - 


in either eveat. The delay to pass an appropria- 
tion bill has generally been considered a relief to 
the Treasury, and not an embarrassment, as it en- 
ab'es the Treasury to keep back amounts which 
would otherwise be called for- 

I have already said, Mr. Speaker, that I concur 
entirely with the chairman in the opinion that the 
Treasury is greatly in need of the re'ief which this 
bill proposes. I do not doubt it in the least. The 
honorable gentleman from Massachusett-, [Mr. 
Cusnine,] reasoning from the Secretary’s owu 


. sure was net likely to be adepted on the ground of | 


Treasury Notes—Mr, Evans. 


statements, thinks otherwise; and I agree that the 
Secretary, in his strong solicitude to show, on the 
one hand, the prosperous condition of the finances, 
and on the other to exhibit some reasons for the 
passage of the bill, isin rather a perplexed condi- 
tion, and perhaps does not make so clear a case of 
necessity as he well might do. Finding the mea- 


, “a permanent safeguard,” he finally was obliged 


to recommend it on the other ground of a present 


- necessity, a temporary measure, an anticipation of 


_ the revenue. 


the matter?’ The available means in the Treasury 
at the beginning of this month was abont 


_ $1,300,000, and this scattered over every portion 


of the country, not readily to be collected together, 
and made available for any sudden emergency. 
Not more than two-thirds of it, says the Secretary, 


Now, sir, what is the true state of ` 
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- Well, sir, we are now in the third year; and 
what is the result? The Treasury notes have not 
all been redeemed yet; but, on the other hand, five 
millions more are wanted. The money due from 
the deposite banks, which amounted to more than 
twelve millions, and the withholding of which fur- 
nished the only apology for the necessity of issuing 
the notes, has been reduced to about $800,000, and 
still the notes are outstanding. Instead of issuing 
only, as the President supposed, four and a half 
millions in 1838, very near that amount was issued 
in the first quarter cf that year; and, in the two 
next quarters, over eight millions more were is- 
sued, making over twelve million seven hundred 
thousand in the first three quarters of 1838, Al- 


' though it was not then anticipated that there would 


; convenient for use to pay pensions and redeem. | 


i Treasury notes. 


This is all we have in hand. The 
estimates of receipts for the ensuing three months 
may or may not prove correct. 
ameunt only in hand, we have two millions of 
Treasury notes soon falling due. At the beginning 


| of this year, we had eleven millions of unexpended 


appropriations of Jast year, of which more than 
eight millions were to be expended within this 
year—appropriations already made, and for which 
the Treasury is lial le any day to be called upon. 
The Secretary supposes the demand will be at the 


rate of $1,500,000 a month for three months to | 


come. Besides, new appropriations must soon be 
made. The other Executive Departments are 
much pressed. I have reasons to believe, as the 
honorable chairman well knows, that the naval 
service is now suffering for want of means. 
ships of war are expected daily to arrive, and 


But, wih this’: 


; be any occasion to keep out a great amount, it is 
_ now desired and proposed that five millions be put 


in circulation, with power to reissue them as fast 
as they come in, keeping a constant circulation to 


’ that extent, equal to one quarter of all the annual 


expenditures of the Government; and even this 


; amount, I have no doubt, will be found insuffi- 


cient. 

With this experience before us, I confess I see 
no good reason to believe that the use of Treasury 
hotes, as aresource to supply the Treasury, is to 
stop with this issue; on the other hand, I believe 
the country will next year find itself with a con- 
siderable debt, and an exhausted Treasury. 

Iam aware that the Secretary had very plausible 
reascns to assign for the disappointment of his ex- 
pectations in 1838, The deficiency of ihe Trea- 


: Sury in the spring of that year which called for a 


‘| New issue of notes was attributable, he says, to the 


Two `. 


fact that they were receivable for public dues, and 


. that the chief payments being made in Treasury 


about $200,000 will be wanted to pay them off. , 


Orders are understood to have been given, or soon 
to be given, to fit out three others, for which large 
sums are required. 


Other payments, also, are now becoming due. 
Drafts upon some branches «f the service, I have 
reason to believe, are now under protest for want 
of appropriations. and the moment any of the 
general appropriation bills pass,°a heavy call, as 
we all know is usual, will be made upon the Trea- 
sary. Now, with so small an amount in hand, 


with receipts so uncertain, and, as I think, dimi-- 


nishing, how aie we to meet these urgent and 
heavy demands? For one, sir, Ido not desire to 
see the Treasury thus embarrassed and harassed— 
living from month to month and day to day, striv- 
ing to conceal its poverty. 
should incur these hazards of insolvency to which 
it is perpetually exposed; and I could wish that the 
Exccutive Departments, instead of these temporary 
expedients, would boldly avow their real condition, 


! and call upon Congress to furnish adequate means 
of supporting the Government, and maintaining 


the public credit. What reason have we to sup- 
pose that these expedienis will stop here? That 
this is to be the last call for Treasury notes? We 
have no experience to justify such an expectation. 
What has been the history of the last three vears 
upon this subject? The first issue of Treasury 
notes was anthorized in October, 1837. We all 
know how relactantly that was granted. 


measure, as itis now urged. It was nothing then 


but an anticipation of the revenue, as it is now. — 


Ten millions were authorized. Of these, only 
about 4 300,000 were issued before the end of that 
year; aad, in the annual report of the Secretary in 
December, 1837, he says: 

“It now appears probable that during the next 
year, means will be possessed, withont any perma- 
neat loans, recall of forme: deposites. or increae of 
taxes, sufficient to redeem seasonably the Treasury 


notes that become payable, as weil as to meetall ` 
ee z : an old note which he has once taken up and can- 


the orlinary appropriations, 
“Nor is any occasion to keep out a great amount 
of these notes anticipated.” 


The President, also, in his message of the same . 


time, says: 

“Tae amount of Treasury notes which it will be 
necessary to sue durizg the year (1838) will, it is 
supposed, not exceed four and a half millions of 
dollars.” : 


It pre- ; 
vailed only on the ground of being a temporary | 


I do not desire it |: 


i their redemption. 
į purpose; and it was only when they had fulfilled 


notes, and there being no power to reissue them, he 
was left without means to carry on the Govern- 
ment. Certainly they were receivable for public 


, dues; and that was one of the chief recommenda- 
| tions of them. 


They were designed only to antisi- 
pate the revenue; and when they were redeemed by 
the public debtors, the Treasury was relieved from 
Taey had accomplished their 


their fanctions of paying debts which we owed, and 
of being redeemed by the accruing revenue, as was 
expected and intended, that tbe Secretary began to 


| perceive that this spending money in advafice—this 
: anticipation of revenue—-was not exactly the thing 


“it was cracked up to be.” In short, he found that 


‘; it was anticipating his means of getting on with the 


ordinary operations of the Government, and hence 
he had to call fora fresh supply, for another tem- 
porary expedient, and he communicated his diffi- 
culties in a very laconic way. 

“The peculiarity,” says he, “in the present con- 
dition of the finances, can be very briefly explain- 
ed. It has arisen not from any actual deficiency 
which has yet occurred in the amount of receip's 
anticipated for the year, nor from any excess of ap- 
propriations which has yet been made either for oi- 
dinary or extraordinary objects, but from a prohi- 
bition to use for the payment ot the public dues 
what is required by law to be received for them.” 

Being required by law to receive Treasury notes, 
the complaint is that he could not use them in pay- 
ment of putlic debts. But what was the fac.? They 
had already been once paid out to public creditors— 
they had answered the parpose for which they were 


: intended—they had anticipa‘ed the revenve; and 


now, forsooth, the complaint is that he cannot ree 


:, issue them; in other words, that when the Treasury 


is bankrupt by reason of paying its debis, it has no 
power to contract new debts. 

The “peculiarity” of which the Secretary speaks 
is precisely the “peculiarity” which every embar- 
rassed debtor feels, who has no means of meeting 
a just claim, and cannot turn§f his creditor of with 


; celled. It would be quite a convenience certainly 


to most debtors, if, as fastas they take up one out- 
standing liability, they coold reissue it in payment 
of some other debt im nedia'ely pressiog, and so 
on, as fast as these evidences of indebtedness came , 
in. It is a process, however, which nobody has 
yet been quite able to make ava lable, except the | 
Secretary, to whom this power was given, and is 
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roposed again to be given by the present bill. 
Pie sir, was in May, 1833. In March following, 
another emission was authorized; and now, in 
March, 1840, another demand is made; and always 
upon the ground of temporary measures. Sir, they 
begin to wear too much the appearance of per- 
manency; and, as a permanent remedy, every body 


agrees, I suppose, that it is the worst, most erpen- | exchanged them for specie, but the fact is, he ob- 


sive, and least convenient remedy that can be re- 


sortedto. I shall not go into a comparison between . 
this mode of supplying the waats of the Treasury | 
and others which have been suggested. The argu- ` 
ments against the use of Treasury notes, of Go- ` 


vernment paper money, have been very fully and 
very ably stated by other gentlemen. Oar own 
history, and the history of other nations, admo- 
nisbes us upon this subject. Eminent statesmen 
and financiers of our country have testified against 
it. Experience lifis her warning voice. But I 
wish simply to remark that it is a mode of present 
relief merely, It puts cff the pressure for a single 
day. Being always receivable, these notes are 


always coming in, leaving the Treasury as desti- ; 
tate as it was before. The great embarrassments | 


which the Treasury has labored under for three 


years have grown out of being deprived of other | 


means, by the payment of so large a portion of the 
revenue in these notes. The communications of 
the Secretary are full upon this subject, The Trea- 


sury is perpetually exposed to “fluctuation” and‘ 


contingency, and, if the system is to be continued, 
will often find itself in severe straits. 


Gentlemen have spoken of these notes as only ` 


being issued in payment of public dues; but that is 
not their only use. Many of them are used “ to 
-borrow money upon.” The act expressy autho- 
rizesit. If, then, we are to make a loan, is it not 
better to make it in the usual form, upon certifi- 
Cates of stock, which are not thus receivable in 
payment of revenue, but payable at the pleasure 
and convenience of the Government, instead of ihe 
holder? The means and resources ef the Treasu- 
sury will then always be understood, and something 
like certainty and regularity in its operations may 
be anticipated. But the objection to that mode is 
` more nominal than real. Iris said that that would 
‘be “a debt,’ and “a national debt isa national 
curse.” 
deb? Do we notowe them? Are we not to pay 
them? Has not money, in fact, been borrowed 
upon them? Have not loans been made upon 
them? 


When the honorable chairman tells us that he 
is not making a loan, but is only anticipating re- 
venue, does he not know that a large portion of 
former emissions have been used to b: rrow money 


Treasury Notes—Mr. Evans. 


this has been done, the bank has always been re- 
quired first to deposite the money in specie, subject 
to the Secretary’s draft, before the notes have been 
given. 

Mr. Evans. That is what I understand. The 
mode of proceeding is this. The Secre‘ary places 
an amount of notes in the banks. He says he has 


` tained acredit on the books of the bank, subject to 


. quire. 


his draft for the amount thus deposited. Upen this 
credit he draws, as the wants of the Government re- 
In some cases the holders of his drafts may 
perhaps obtain specie, but in most cases they have 
undoubtedly been paid in the notes of the bank 

Mr, Jones. My information is, that no Treasu- 
Ty noie has been exchanged for bank paper, but 
that the bank has always deposited the specie be- 
fore receiving the notes, and that they have always 
been received at par. 


Mr. Evans. ‘Ihe specie deposited? Where? 
Mr. Jonxs. The bark has placed the amount 
to the credit of the Secretary. 


Mr. Evans Undoubtedly. Just so. That is 


: what I say. The Secretary requires the Manhat- 


tan Bank, for example, to give him credit for half 
a million of dollars on their books. They do so. 
He has got credit for that amount, which, like all 
other credits, may be drawn out in‘specie, and for 
this he gives Treasury notes, and that the honora- 
ble gentleman calls exchanging Treasury notes for 
specie; but whether the Secretary’s drafts shall be 
paid in specie is a matter to be arranged with the 
banks by the holder of the draft, and not by the Se- 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


cretary of the Treasury. The bank receives the | is mor l 
:! of that instrument in its number, have established 


Treasury notes, and keeps them on deposite; the 
honorable chairman says that the Secretary never 


.. pays over par, but Task if he leaveshiscredit cr any 


Why, are not these very notes a national - 


.on? Of the two millions now outstanding, a large ` 


. proportion are now held by the banks. 


(Mr. Jones here interposed, and said he did not . 


part of it'undrawn for any period? Does he not 


` pay more than the amount of interest specified on 


know this to be the case, nor did he believe that | 


such was the fact ] 


Mr. Evans. A portion are undoubtedly still in 
circulation, bat the exhibits lately made of the con- 
dition of some of the banks show that large amounis 
of those notes are in their possession. The Man- 
hattan Bank for one, and others in Philadelphia. 


And that very fact has been assigned as one of | 


the reasons of the present difficulties of these in- 
stitations. 


Mr. Jongs. I here state on authority which I | 


cannot question, that there never has been an ar- 
Fangement between the Secretary of the Treasury 
and any bank, that the notes shall be kept out one 
day. So far from it, the arrangement bas been ex- 


actly the reverse. The Secretary has expressly re- | 


served to himself the right to redeem the note*, 
even before they become due; and a large amount 

. of them has actually been called in, and the inte- 
rest on them saved. 

Mr. Evans. Called in? It may be so, but I de- 
sire to know whether a considerable portion of the 
notes have not been used to borrow upon? I do 
not say any arrangement has been entered inte to 
keep out. I know not how that is. 


"Mr. Jonas. It is true the notes have in many 
instances bees exchanged for specie, but whenever 


the face of the notes? Does the bank advance the 
specie at the time the notes commence running, or 
does it hold it on deposite a considerable period while 
the interest is going on? 


Mr.Jonss. If the gentleman will take the whole 
amount of interest paid on all the Treasury notes 
issued since 1837, he will find that it does not ex- 
ceed four per cent. Tae money is not raised till it 
is needed. 


Mr. Evans. Ican readily understand why the 
interest does not average over four per cent. Two 
and a half millions of these notes bore only an in- 
terest of two per cent. while something less than a 
million had an interest of one mill. Now, when 
you throw these into the aggregate, it reduces the 
average, of course; besides that, many of these 
notes come in early, in the payment ef duties, and 
before much interest had accrued. I was much 
surprised to hear the chairman zay that the Secre- 
tary has called ba-k these notes and redeemed 
them, and thus saved interest, when every commu- 


nication from the Depar!ment tells us that they | 


have been forced on him in the payment of duties. 
Mr. Jones. Thatisso. Of the three millions 
last issued, only two millions remained out on the 
first of January. The rest had been called back 
and redeemed. 
Mr. Evans. That is precisely what does not 
appear. They were not “called back,” but came 


‘| back in the payment of duties, agaicst his will. 


Mr. Jones. They were cailed back under the 
direction of the Secretary, as I think his statement 
shows. 

Mr. Evans. Iam aware of no such statement 
—of no such fact. On the other hand, the Secre- 
tary has been perpetually embarrassed, because 
they have come in upon him so rapidly. It has 
been a source of annoyance to him; and quite sure 
I am there is no evidence that any of them have 
been redeemed, voluntarily, before maturity. 

My object, in this part of my remarks, is, to 
show that this is not the most coavenient mode of 
obtaining money. It isnot denied that one cause, 
and a chief one,of the present emergency is, the 
liability of the Treasury to be called on for the re- 
demption of the notes now outstanding. Both the 
Secretary and the honorable chairman himself ade. 


; principles, 
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ne 


mit this; and, so far, fortify the argument I am 
using. 


In respect to the constitutional power of the Go- 
vernment to issue bills of this description, whish 
was so ably argued by the honorable member from 
Georgia, [Mr. Kına, j I confess, if this were a new 
question, I should feel considerable hesitation. 
But I consider that this has been practically set- 
tld by wise and eminent men, and sustained by 
public opinion. It is far better to enjoy the Con- 
stitation than to quarrel about it; to live under its 
wholesome provisions, and to give it strength and 
permanency, than to involve it in perpetual obscen- 
rity and doubt; and I agree so far with the argu- 
ment of the honorable member from New York, 
(Mr. VanpERPoEL] He holds that some respect 
is due, upon questions of this sort, to the opinions 


‘| and acts of preceding Congresses, quite as compe- 
| tent to judge upon constitutional questions as our- 
i selves. f 


Taey afford in themselves, as he thinks, strong 
evidence for the constitutionality of any measure; 
at the same time I could wish that the honorable 
member would practise a little more on his own 
I heard the same argument used not 
long ago in favor of an appropriation for the Cum- 
beriand road, by an honorable member from In- 
diana, [Mr. Howarp,] and I am disposed, as far 
as possible, always, to yield to such authority. At 
the same time, I think I can put to beth these gen- 


; tlemen, who lay so much stress upon the argu- 
i; Ment, a case, where not only preceding Congresses, 
; commencing with the first which assembled under 


the Constitution, embracing many of the framers 


upon the fullest deliberation the constitutionality 


: of a great public measure, a measure for a long 


period sus‘ained by popular opinion, and finally 
confirmed as a constitutional act by the h ghest ju- 


: dicial tribunal of the country, in which both those 
: honorable gentlemen will, at once, repudiate the 
: argument to which, when it suits their purposes, 


they attach so much importance. I do not profess 
to know the exact opinions of either; but I hazard 
little in the surmise that both will be found deny- 
ing the constitutional power of the Government to 
establish a National Bank. Waiving, therefore, 
all discussion of the constitutional power of Con- 
gress upcn this subject, the only question for us is 
one of expediency. If I believed, with the hono- 
rable chairman, that the emergency is temporary 
only, and that the receipts of the year would be 
adequate to the expenditures and the. redemption 
of the notes, and if I did not believe that this wes 
to be an enduring and habitual rezort of the Trea- 
sury, I might be quite willing to vote for this bill 
in preference to any other mode of supplying the 
Treasury; but, believing, as I do, that the practice 
will continue, and wiil increase from year to year, 
and desirixg as I do, especially at this particular 
juncture, to see the Treasury better supplied and 
more ready to meet a great emergency should such 
arise, I should greatly have preferred earlier action, 
and a different mode. The chairman himself can- 
not but see that we are not now left free to choose. 
Here is a great public necessity, so great that the 
Depar'ment is anxious that the bill should pass 
this day. The chairman desires to get it out of 
eommittee to-night. The cry, at every interval, is 
question, question. Now, sir, does not this coun- 
tenance the idea which the gentleman seemed so 
earnest to repel, that this bill is thrust upon vs 
when we have no opportunity to resort to any other 
resource? I wish it were otherwise. I wish 
that the Treasury was in a condition to 
meet the exigencies which the wants of the 
coming year may cast upon it. I regret that 
the finances of the country have become so de- 
ranged, and that the prospect is so discouraging. 
Earlier a'tention should have beer given to it; but, 
in the condition in which we find ourselves, I can- 
not consent to oppose any obstacle to the only mea- ` 
sure of reliaf to the Treasury which we have the 
opportanity of granting. I cannot bat hope, how- 
ever, that the condition of the finances will attract 
more of the attention of the House than has hither- 
to been given to it, and that early measures may 
be adopted to render it healthy and stable, 
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SPEECH OF Mr. WEBSTER, ff 
or Massacucsetts, | .# 


In Senate, June 5, 1840—On Mr. Clay's 
strike out the compulsory part of the 
Bill. t j 
Mr. Wesster addressed the Senate ag follows: 
The commendable temper in whic} the discus- 

sion has been so far conducted leads tpé to hope that 

now, when we are in the midst of thé difficulties of 
the question, the Senate will indulge me in a few 
remarks. That there are difficulties, I freely ac- 
knowledge. The subject of bankruptcies is a difti-. 
cult subject every where, and perhaps particularly 
difficult here, as one of the results of a division of 
legislative powers between Congress and the Siates. 

But these difficulties are not insurmountable ; and 

their only influence, therefore, should be to stimu- 

late our efforts, and to increase at once our caution 
and our zeal. 

It seems agreed, by all the friends of any bank- 
rupt bill, that there shall be a provision for volun- 
tary bankruptcy. The question now is, whether 
there ought to be also a compulsory power, or a 
power on the part of creditors to subject their debt- 
ors, in certain cases, to the operation of the law. 

It is well known that the bill by me introduced 
contained such a power, and I should still prefer to 
retain it. But I do not think this of so much im- 
portance as some other gentlemen, and should cheer- 
fully support a bill which should not contain it, if, 
by so doing, I should contribute to the general suc- 
cess of the measure. In truth, on this question and 
on many others, my vote will be governed by a de- 
sire to maže the bill acceptable to others. 

Now, sit, the argument for the compulsory clause 
is, that, without this power, the creditors ħave no 
security; that the bill is a one-sided measure—a 
measure for the benefit and relief of debtors only, 
quite regardless of the just rights of creditors. All 
this I deny. I maintain, on the contrary, not only 
that there is just security for the rights of creditors 
under the voluntary part of the bill, but that that 
part, of itself and by itself, is of the highest value 
and importance to creditors. This proposition takes 
for granted what E have no doubt will be found true— 
that persons in insolvent circumstances will gene- 
rally become voluntary bankrupts; and, in the sec- 
ond place, I maintain that very little value is added 
to the security of creditors by the compulsory part 
of the bill. 

These are the points on which I propose now par- 
ticularly to address the Senate, and, with its pa- 
tience, I hope to make them clear. 

When I speak of creditors, I mean the class of 
creditors generally; or all who, in the course of 
business, give trust for merchandise or other things 
sold, or for money loaned. . 

When I speak of the creditors of insolvents, I 
mean the creditors, in the mass, of such persons as 
are actually and really insolvent; that is, unable to 
pay their debts, whether their insolvency be known 
and acknowledged or not. 

And to creditors, and the rights of creditors, in 
both these senses and uses of the word, I maintain 
that the provisions contained in the voluntary part 
of this bill are of great value. 

The rights of creditors are the means which the 
laws furnish for the enforcement and collection of 
their debts. In the case of an insolvent debior, the 
laws at present give to the creditor, among other 
things, a right to pursue and demand his future 
earnings. ‘This right the present bill Proposes to 
take away. 

The question is, therefore, whether, in taking 
away this right, the bill provides for the creditor 
oy just equivalent. 

: do not admit, indeed, that by abankrupt law we 
might not take away some of the existing rights or 
remedies of creditors, if it should appear just and 
proper so to do, without providing any new right or 
remedy as an equi¥alent. The relation of debtor 
and creditor forms a general subject of legislation. 
The proper law-making power may act upon this 
relation, and alter and modify it, upon principles of 
general policy, justice, and utility, whenever it sees 

t 


tion to 
ankrupt 


But I am willing to occupy a narrower ground, 
and to undertake to show that, by the provisions of 
this bill, we leave creditors in `a better condition 
than we -found them. In other words, that, as a vol- 
untary system alone, it is beneficial to creditors. 

The law, it is proposed, shall last some few years, 
that Congress and the country may see what is its 
actual operation, It will act immediately after it 


a 


‘by which excessive an 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


Bankrupt Bill—Mr. Webster. 


shall have passed; and this operation, as I main- 
tain, will be favorable to creditors. In other words, 
the law will be useful to creditors in the creation of 
debts. It will, I insist, increase the probability that 
he who parts with his money or his merchandise on 
credit, will be paid for his merchandise or repaid 
his money. Sir, we live in a highly commercial 
country, and a high'y commercial and enterprising 
age. The system of credit, which I hold to be very 
useful, and indeed essential to our general prosper- 
ity, may no doubt be carried to excess, and often is 
carried to excess. There is such a thing as over- 
trading, and such a thing as false credit; and both 
these things are public evils. All admit this; and 
many think the evils so great, that they seem to be 
enemies to the credit system altogether. I am not 
one of these; but still T desire to keep credit within 
bounds, and to avoid over-trading. 

Now, sir, what is it that upholds so much false 
credit? What is it that enables men to extend their 
transactions so far beyond their capital? What is 
it that enables them, also, to go on, often for a long 
time, after they have become really insolvent ? Sir, 
it is the practice of endorsement and suretyship; a 
practice, I venture to say, more extensive in the 
United States than in any other country. Men get 
trust upon the strength of other men’s names. 1do 
not speak of the discount of notes and bills taken in 
the common operations of sale and purchase, but I 
Speak of pure accommodation; of the discount of 
paper representing no transaction of sale or pur- 
chase, but made for borrowing money merely, and 
endorsed for the sole accommodation of the borrow- 
er. That great excesses have been committed in 
operations of this kind, no man who has attended to 
the transactions of trade can doubt; nor can any one 
doubt that great evils arise from this source. En- 
dorsement and suretyship, therefore, are the means 
false credit is upholden. 
And how is this endorsement obtained? This leads 
us one step further in the inquiry. How is it that 
persons continuing to carry on business after they 
are really insolvent, and are suspected if not known 
to be so, can procure others to endorse their paper? 
Sir, we all know how it is. It is by promising to 
secure endorsers at all events. It is by giving an 
assurance that, if the party stups, a preference shall 
be made, and the favored creditors shall be his en- 
dorsers. Hence it is quite general, perhaps almost 
universal, that when an insolvent assigns his prop- 


creditors, and puts endorsers into the first class. 
This has become a sort of honorary law. A man 
that disregards it is in some measure disgraced. 
We hear daily of honorary debts, and we hear re- 
proaches against those who, being insolvent, have 
yet pushed on, in the hope of retrieving their af- 
fairs, until, when failure does come, (and come it 
does, sooner or later,) they have not enough left to 
discharge these honorary obligations. Now, at the 
bot'om of all this is preference. The preference of 
one creditor to another, both debts being honest, is 
allowed by the general rules of law; but is not al- 
lowed by bankrupt laws. And this right of prefer- 
ence is the foundation on which the structure rests. 
On the legal right or power of preference lies the 
promise of preference. 
On the promise of preference lies endorsement. 
On endorsement lies excessive and false credit. 
On excessive and false credit lies over-trading. 
This, sir, is the regular stratification. If we strike 
out preference, we shall knock away the foundation 


_ stone; and this bill will strike it out. 


If this bill shall pass, every endorser who shall 
not take previous security will see that, in case of 
failure, he can no longer be protected or preferred, 
but must come in for his share, and his share only, 
with other creditors. And this is right. For one, 
I have always thought that, if any difference were 
to be made, endorsers should be paid last—because 
they come in as volunteers, they profess to run a 
risk. They are not giving credit in the common 
way, as other persons do who sell on trust, in the 
ordinary way of business, and in order to earn their 
livelihood. Bat they assume a voluntary responsi- 
bility; and why should they be preferred to the gro- 
cer, the tailor, or the butcher, who has only dealt in 
the ‘common way of his trade, and has not volun- 
teered to give any trust or credit whatever? Well, 
sir, will not endorsement stay its hand when this 
bill shall have taken away all power of preference ? 
‘Will not men hesitate, more than they now do, about 
lending their names, when they find that, in case of 
failure, they must come in for neighbor’s fare with 
all other creditors? I think they will. 

And, sir, if there be less of endorsement, there 
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will be less of fictitious credit and less of over tra- 
ding. Every man’s business will be brought down 
so much the nearer to his own property, his own 
capital, and hisown means. And i every trading 
man’s business be brought down to some nearer pro. 
portion to his own capital and his own means, does 
not this diminish the probability of his failure 2 
Certainly it does; and therefore whoever deals with 
him and trusts him is not so likely to lose his debt. 
There will be more general security in giving cred- 
its ; and, therefore, I say that if you take away the 
power and practice of preference, you affect, to some 
extent, false credit and over-trading, and, by these 
means, you give a security to the creditor, even in 
the creation of his debi; and this is one advantage 
to the whole class of creditors to be expected from 
this bill. It is a general advantage, and its precise 
amount cannot be stated ; but itis a clear advantage 
mewartheless, 

But there is a second, and a still greater advan- 
tage. 

Mr. President, allow me to ask, what is that fea- 
ture—the culpable feature—which we most often 
see in the insolvencies which take place among the 
trading classes? What is that which there is the 
more frequent occasion to regret and to reprehend ? 
Is it not, that the party has gone on too long? Isit 
not, that after he knew himself to be really insol- 
veni—that is, after he knew he had not property 
enough left to pay his debts—instead of stopping, 
and winding up his concerns, he has ventured still 
dceper, and made his ultimate case thereby still 
more desperate? Under the present state of law, 
this happens quite too often. I am afraid it will be 
found, on inquiry, that failures are generally worse 
in this country than elsewhere; that is to say, that 
generally the amount of assets is less in proportion 
to the amount of debts. 

And, in my opinion, the present state of the law 
encourages and produces this very result. For, sir, 
let me ask, what will a man naturally do, who has 
been unfortunate, and has sustained such losses as 
to bring his property below his debts, while this is 
known to himself and not known to others? If he 
stops and surrenders, however honestly and fairly, 
he cannot be sure of a discharge, and the unpaid 
balance may keep him a pauper for life. On the 
other hand, he sees that another voyage, another 
speculation, some new turn of fortune, may possi- 


{$ bly relieve him, and bring him out a man of prop- 
erty for the benefit of his creditors, he classifies his ** 


erty. 

On one side, poverty for life is his only, prospect, 
and only destiny—so far, at least, as the law allows 
him any ground of hope; and on the other, there is 
some chance of escape. Now, sir, I will ask any 
sensible man, if a state of law could be devised more 
likely to encourage headlong enterprise and rash 
speculation? Can you pice a man in a condition 
where he will be more likely to throw himself upon 
desperate chances, and to plunge deeper and deeper? 

Weare not without experience on this point, and 
much instruction may be gathered from one memo- 
rable instance. The great fire in New York is sup- 
posed to have destroyed property to the amount of 
twenty or twenty-five millions of dollars, in houses, 
warehouses, and merchandise. But nobody failed. 
This is a fact full of admonition. I pray attention 
to it. Nobody failed, notwithstanding this immense 
loss of property. And what was the reason? No 
one doubts that hundreds were rendered deeply in- 
solvent by this so extensive calamity. Why, then, 
did they not stop? The answer is, that the extent 
of their losses was, in many cases, known only to 
themselves, and they concealed their own true con- 
dition. And they had strong motives so to do. If 
they announced themselves insolvent and stopped, 
nothing was before them and their families for their 
whole lives but poverty and distress. On the other 
hand, there was a possibility of hope that, if they 
could maintain their credit, they might, by extreme 
exertion and extreme good fortune, extricate them- 
selves. On the strength of that hope, slight as it 
was, they buoyed themselves up, and tried to stem 
the current which was carrying them, notwithstand- 
ing all their struggles, to utter and desperate bank- 
ruptey. They paid exorbitant interest for money ; 
they suffered themselves to be jewed in every dark 
alley in the city; they sacrificed every thing to 
maintain their credit, and, in the end, when every 
thing else was gone, credit went also. And when 
they finally failed, where was the fund for dividend 
to creditors? Why, sir, it had gone to the pocket 
of the capitalist ; it had been devoured by the vora- 
city of usury. I know of one instance in which a 
merchant paid more than fifty thousand dollars, ex- 
tra and unlawful interest, for the purpose of up- 
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holding his credit; and failed after all. And there 
are well-authenticated cases of the payment of stil] 
larger sums. Boundless extras and cool exorbi- 
tancy were thus sutlered to eat up what belonged to 
creditors. 

Now, sir, would it not have been much better for 
all parties and for the public that these unfortunate 
persons should have mopped payment the morning 
after the fire, assigned all that was left of their prop- 
erty, and received a discharge? And this, be as- 
sured, many of them would have done if the law 
had provided that by so doing they might have ob- 
tained that discharge. But there was no such legal 
provision; they had no ho 


deeper water at every step, and stopping at last, with 
nothing to divide save among endorsers. 

Mr. President, we hear it frequently said that all 
honest debtors may always obtain discharges from 
their creditors upon an honest assignment of their 
effects. This is the language of the memorial of 
the Board of Trade, and this is the language, espe- 
cially, of the letter to the honorable member from 
New York, which has been read. Sir, such is not 
my opinion, nor the fruit of my experience. I be- 


lieve that creditors are generally humane and just; | 
but there will be some, always, or often, who are | 
There will be some, , 


selfish, unjust, or indifferent. 
often, who will not compound. The man, there- 
fore, who would stop, since he knows he is insol- 
vent, if he could be sure of a discharge, cannot be 
sure of it. He may be as honest as possible; he 
may strip himself of the last farthing; but yet he 
cannot promise himself any release. It is notorious 
that some creditors will and do hold on; and as to 
the debtor, this is as decisive as if all did so. 

Now, sir, this bill proposes an object toa man 
whose circumstances have become insolvent, and 
makes that object sure. It tells him, by way of in- 
ducing him to stop im season, and before he has 
wasted his property, that, by 
honestly in all things, he shall have a discharge ; 
that no unreasonable creditor shall be able to pre- 
vent it; and with this certainty before him, he will 
stop in season, or, at least, is much more likely to 
sop in season than he is at present. 

his, then, sir, is the second benefit which this 
bill confers on creditors. And who will deny that 
it is a clear and a great benefit? It holds out a 
strong inducement to debtors to stop in season, and 
to distribute their property honestly, while they have 
yet property to distribute, and before they have wast- 
ed it all in useless sacrifices to retrieve their affairs. 

But there is a third benefit which this bill confers 
on creditors. It takes away the power and the mo- 
tive of concealment. Under the present state of 
things, the motives of an insolvent man lead in the 
opposite direction of his duties. Every thing is 
brought to bear against his honesty and integrity. 
He has every temptation to conceal his property ; 
and there are many ways in which he may conceal 
it. If he surrenders all, he cannot be discharged, 
and, therefore, will be in no condition to earn any 
thing more. He may, therefore, not choose to sur- 
render, and may set his creditors at defiance. I 
have heard of an instance in which a man failed 
for one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and he 
showed assets to the amount of eighty thousand, and 
there was no reason to suppose that he had any 
more, or had acted con ge in any way. He 
offered to give all up for a discharge; but while 
most of his creditors were willing to discharge him 
on such a surrender, some were not. A year after- 
wards he renewed his offer of giving up all, but his 
property had by this time become diminished by ten 
thousand dollars, so that he had but seventy thou- 
sand to offer; and the obstinate creditors of last year 
were now willing to take what was then offered, 
but would not take less; and so the process of offer 
and refusal went on; and the last I heard of the 
case, this proceeding was likely to result in the cre- 
ditor’s getting nothing, and the debtor’s becoming a 

gar. 5 
there be not many cases exactly like this, or 
quite so strong in all their circumstances, there are 
still very many which much resemble it; and this 
bili will put an end to them all. aoe 

Sir, the great power by which the debtor is to be 
moved to act honestly and fairly, is his hope of a 
discharge. This is to him every thing. Hardl 
any earthly object, in his view, can be greater. It 
is this which is to reinstate him in a condition of. 
effort and action. Creditors can obtain a benefit, by 
means of this, far superior to any good which they 


on that side, but from | 
the consent of al! their creditors; and they believed | 
that al? would not consent, and therefore there was , 
no way lett to them but to keep on, wading into | 


assigning, and acting . 


' divided among them all. 
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can ever get by holding on to his future earnings. 
Generally, this last right is good for nothing to the 
mass of creditors, though sometimes an individual 
may profit by it. In some cases, it is true, where 
the amount of deb! is small, the bankrupt will strug- 
gle hard to earn the means of payment, that he may 
afterwards work for himself. But if the amount be 
large, he will make no such efort. Hle will not 
work altogether for his creditors. Not only will he 
not do that, but, as I have already said, he is under 
strong temptation to retain and conceal what he al- 
ready possesses. I need not say of what evil con- 
sequence all this is. I need not say what ill-will 
naturally grows up between debtors and creditors 
standing in this relation. The creditor thinks his 
debtor unjust and roguish; the debtor regards his 
creditor as remorseless’ and cruel; and mutual re- 
proaches and deep bitterness of feeling are often the 
result. Flow much better, sir—how mneh better 
every way, that the law, by its timely interference, 
should give the debtor’s property to whom it belongs, 
and set him tree to begin a new career of industry 
and usefulness ! 

And in the fourth place, sir, this bill gives the 
creditors an egual distribution of the debtor’s effects. 
In the present state of things, a bankrupt may pay 
one creditor all, and another nothing; and he who 
gets nothing may, perhaps, fail himself, when, if he 
could have received his just proportion, he might 
have been saved. The great interest of the mass of 
creditors is, that the debtor’s effects shall be equally 

At present, there is no 
security for such equal division, and this bill pro- 
poses to give that security. And I repeat, that if any 
thing ever comes of the power of a creditor to hold 
on upon his debt, in the hope of getting something 


| out of the future earnings of a notoriously insolvent 
: debtor, it is usually not the mass of creditors, but 
| only some one of them who gets any thing; and that 


one, very likely, may be he who deserves least. 


These, Mr. President, are the securities, the new ` 


securities, the important securities, which this bill 
furnishes to the creditors. If there be nothing in 
them, let that be shown; but until it is shown, let it 
not be said that there is nothing in this bill for the 
creditor’s benefit. 

And, Mr. President, these provisions belong to 
the voluntary as well as the involuntary parts of the 
bill. The real reciprocity, the real equivalent, must 
be looked for in the provisions made for conducting 
the proceedings, and not in the source in which the 
proceedings originate. Suppose creditors to have 
ever so full a power of declaring their debtors bank- 
rupts: this would not avail them, unless proper pro- 
visions were made for a full assignment and fair 
distribution of the property. 


On the other hand, if such provisions be made, 
the creditor is secured, alt h the proceedings 
originate with the debtor himself. It may be wise, 
or it may be unwise, to retain the coercive clauses; 
but, whether retained or not, they do not constitute 
the true equivalent or reciprocal benefit of the cred- 
itor. The real state of the case stands thus: the 
benefit of a debtor consists in obtaining a discharge ; 
this he shall have; but, in order to obiain it, he shall 
give the creditors the benefits of a full and honest 
surrender of all his property; he shall show, if a 
merchant, that he has kept proper and regular books 
of account; it must not appear that there has been 
any false swearing on his part, or the concealment 
of any part of his property; or that he has admitted 
any false or fictitious debt against his estate; or that 
he has applied any trust money to his own use; or 
that he has paid any debt by way of. preferring one 
creditor to another, in contemplation of bankruptcy. 
And the Senate, if they see fit, may insert that the 
consent of creditors should be necessary to his dis- 
charge; though, for one, I should never consent to 
that, without reserving a right to the debtor to sum- 
mon dissenting creditors to appear before the proper 
tribunal, and show some just reason for withholding 
their assent. 


I have now, sir, gone through with all that I pro- 
posed to say upon the voluntary part of this bill. 
undertaking was to show that that part of the bill does 
by itself, and of and in itself alone, contain pro- 
visions of the highest importance to creditors, and 
the security of creditors; and on the various points 
which I have noticed, I am ready to meet any gen- 
tleman who may choose to contest the matter. The 
opinions which I have expressed I hold with confi- 
dence, and am willing to defend them, and to submit 
them to the judgment of all men of experience. 


My second general proposition was, that whether 
it were advisable on the whole, or not, tq retain the 
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compulsory Pr yet that that part did not give any 
important addition to the security of creditors; and 
that therefore it was not of great consequence 
whether it be retained or not. 

In the first place, let us remember that the form 
of proceeding is the same, after its commencement, 
whether it be begun by ihe debtor or his creditor. 
If there be any benefit to the creditor at all in the 
compulsory part, it must be in the mere power of 
declaring his debtor a bankrupt under certain cir- 
cumstances, and of making him, willing or unwil- 
ling, go through the bankrupt process. Now the 
difficulty is, that though this power might some- 
times be beneficial to the creditor, yet it is next to 
impossible so to describe the circumstances which 
shall constitute a just oceasion for the exercise of 
the power, as not to leave it still, ina great measure, 
a voluntary matter with the debtor when he will 
subject himself to the provisions of the law. This 
has been found the difficulty in all systems, and most 
bankruptcies are therefore now substantially volun- 
tary. ‘Those acts which are, in this bill, called acts 
of bankruptey, and which, if committed, shall en- 
able a creditor to sue out a commission against his 
debtor, are, nearly all of them, voluntary acts, which 
the debtor may perform or not, at his pleasure; and 
which of course he will not perform, if he wishes 
to avoid the process of bankruptcy. 

These acts, as stated in the bill, are, secretly de- 
parting from the State, with intent to defraud his 
credilors; fraudulently procuring himself to be ar- 
rested, or his lands and goods attached or taken in 
execution; removing or concealing his goods, to 
prevent their being levied upon or taken by legal 
procesi; making any fraudulent conveyance of his 

ands or goods; lying in jail twenty days fc. want 
of bail; or escaping from jail, or not giving security 
according to law when his lands or effects shall be 
attached by process. 


Most of these acts an insolvent may avoid the 


- commission of, if he choose, especially as there are 


now few instances of inprisonment for debt. The 
acts of bankruptcy, according to the British statute, 
are very much like those in this bill. But a trader 
may declare himself insolvent, and thereupon a 
commission may issue against him ; and that is sup- 


íi posed to be now the common course. Creditors 
; will seldom, if ever, use this power. 
: desirous of proceeding against his debtor for pay- 


A creditor 


ment or security, naturally acts for himself alone. 
He arrests his person, attaches his property, (if the 


; law allows that to be done,) or gets security for his 
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own debt the best way he can, leaving others to look 
out for themselves. Concert among creditors, in 
such cases, isnot necessary and is uncommon; and 
a single creditor, acting for himself only, is much 
more likely to take other means for the security of 
his debt than that of putting his debtor into bank- 
ruptcy. Nevertheless, I admit there are possible 
cases in which the power might be useful. I admit 
it would be well if creditors could sometimes stop 
the career of their debtors; and if the honorable 
member from New York, or any other gentleman, 
can frame a clause for that purpose, at once efficient 
and safe, I shall vote for it. Even as these clauses 
now stand, I should prefer to have them in the bill, 
my original proposition Hee been, as is well 
known, that there should be both compulsory and 
voluntary bankruptcy ; and I vote now to strike the 
provision out, only because others, I find, object to 
it, and because I do not think it of any great impor- 
tance. 


I proceed, sir, to take some notice of the remarks 
of the honorable member from New York; and 
what I have first to say is, that his speech appeared 
to me to be a speech against the whole bill, rather 
than a speech in favor of retaining the co lsory 
clause. He pointed out the evils that: might arise 
from the voluntary part of the bill; but every one of 
them might arise, too, under the other part. He 
spoke of the ae to creditorsin New York— 
that they should be obliged to take notice of the in- 
solvency of their debtors in the Western States, and 
to go thither to prove their debts or resist the dis- 
charge. Butthis hardship, certainly, is no greater 
when the western debtor declares himself bankrupt, 
than when he commits an act of bankruptcy, on 
which some western creditor sues out a commission 
against him. 

All the other inconveniences, dangers, or hardships 
to creditors, which the honorable gentleman enu- 
merated, were, in like manner, so far as I recollect, 
as likely to arise when a creditor puts the debtor 
into bankruptcy, as when he puts himselfin. The 
gentleman’s argument, therefore, is an argument 
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inst the whole bill. He thinks eastern creditors 
of western debtors will be endangered, because State 
Legislatures, in States where deLtors live, as well as 
commissioners, assignees, &c., Will have all their 
sympathies on the side of the debtors. Why, sir, 
State Legislatures will have nothing to do with the 
matter, under this bill; and, as to the rest, how is it 
now? Are not creditors now in the power of local 
-administrations, affected, in all respects, by these 
same sympathies? Are there no instances, indeed, 
and is there no danger of laws, staying process, em- 
barrasing remedies, or otherwise interrupting the 
regular course of legal collection ? 
t, I cannot doubt that a New York merchant, 
earning that his debtor in the south or west was in 
insolvent or failing circumstances, would prefer 
that his affairs should be settled in bankruptcy, in 
the courts of the United States, much sooner than 
that he should settle them himself, paying whom 
he pleased, and disposing of his property according 
to his own will, or under the administration of the 
insolvent laws of the State. 


n seemed to fear that, if western | dn ; 
The gentleman. Sremca ‘| power of providing for the transfer and succession 


traders may make themselves bankrupts, New York 
merchants will be shy of them, an 
credit will be impaired cr checked. Perhaps there 
would be no great harm, if this should be so. A 
little more caution might not be unprofitable ; but 
the answer to all such suggestions is, that the bill 
applies only to cases of insolyents—actual,real insol- 
vents ; and when traders are actually insolvent, the 
sooner it is known the better, nine times out of ten. 
Nor do I feel any alarm for our mercantile credit 
abroad, which has awakened the fears of the gentle- 
man. What can foreign merchants suppose better 
for them than such an administration of the effects 
of debtors here, as that, if there be foreign creditors, 
they shall be sure of a just and equal dividend, 


without preference either to creditors at home or | 


endorsers? It is not long since, in some of the 
States—I hope it is not so anywhere now—that 
creditors within the State had preference over credi- 
tors ent of it. And, if we look to other countries, 
do we find that well-administered systems of bank- 
ruptcy enfeeble or impair mercantile credit? Is it 
so in regardto England or to France? 


The honorable member feels alarm, too, lest the 


banks should be great sufferers under the operation | 
of this bill. He is apprehensive that if it shall pass, | 


very many debtors of the banks will become bank- 
rupts, pay other creditors more or less, and pay the 
banks nothing. Sir, this is not according to my 
observation. Bank debts are usus'lv preferred 
debts, because they are debts securea vy endorse- 
ment. But, by mentioning the case of the banks, 
the gentleman has suggested ideas which I have 


Jong entertained, and which I am glad of this oppor- | 
tunity to express briefly, though I shall not dwell ; 


on them. 
Sir,a great part of the credit of the country is 
bank credit. great part of all endorsement and 


suretyship is bank endorsement and bank surety- 
ship. I do notspeak particularly ofthe great cities: 
I speak of the conntry generally. Now, endorse- 


ment, as I have already said, rests on the idea of | 


preference. And if we take away preference, do 
we not diminish bank endorsement and bank accom- 
modation? Anddo we not, in this way, act directly 
on the quantity of bank paper issued for circula- 
tion? Do we not keep the issues of paper nearer 
tothe real wants of society? This view of the 
case might be pressed and amplified. There is 
much in it, if I am not mistaken. For the present, 
I only suggest it; but he who shall consider the sub- 
ject longest and deepest, will be most thoroughly 
convinced that in this respect, as well as others, the 
abolition of preference to endorsers will act bene- 
ficially to the public. 


The immediate motion before the Senate, Mr. 
President, does not justify a further extension of 
my observations on this part of the case. My ob- 
ject has been to prove that this bill isnot one-sided— 
is not a bil] for debtors only; but is what it ought to 
be—a bill making just, honest, and reasonable pro- 
visions for the distribution of the effects of insolvents 
among their creditors ; and that the voluntary part 
of the bill alone-secures all these principal objects, 
because, in the great and over-ruling motive of ob- 
taining a discharge, it holds out an object to debtors 
who know themselves to be involvent to stop, to stop 
seasonably, to assign honestly, and to conform in 
good faith to all the provisions jntended for the 
security of their creditors, 


For my own | 


that western : 


SPEECH OF Mz, CLAY, 
OF KENTUCKY, 
In Senate, June 4, 1840.— On his motion to strike out 
the compulsory part of the Bankrupt Bill. 

Mr. Cray, of Kentucky, said that the portion of 
the debate on this measure, which he had the bene- 
fit of hearing, and he learnt that the residue of it, 
(what he had regretted that he had bee nprevented 
by indisposition from profiting by,) had been con- 
ducted with good temper, ability, and dignity. Per- 
haps, if he had been able to Jisten to the whole, he 
would not now trespass upen the attention of the 
Senate, but he promised ngt to detain it long. 

The power invested in-Congress by the Constitu- 
tion (continued Mr. Cay) to establish uniform 
laws upon the subject of bankruptcies throughout 
the United States, is a feature in the scheme of the 


; General Government sonrewhat at variance with 


its general character. Its predominant principle 
is, with only a few exceptions, to assume the regu- 
lation of the general concerns of the whole Union, 
and to leave to the respective States the care of 
local or particular interests. The States retain the 


of property of all kinds, and for the enforcement 
of the obligations and duties incident to all private 
relations, including that of creditor and-debtor. In 
the few instances in which the Federal Judiciary 
is charged with jurisdiction over the latter relation, 
the object is tc secure an impartial administration 
of the laws of the several States themselves, rather 
than the Federal laws. 

The motive with the convention which formed 
the Constitution for engrafting this power in it was, 
to secure uniformity in the bankrupt laws prevail- 
ing throughout the United States. Now, I do not 
think that this motive was sufficient to authorize 
the delegation of the power. There is no greater 
necessity for it than there is for uniformity in other 
matters, which unquestionably belong exclusively 
to State legislation. The States decide what shail 
be the subjects of property, how it shall be alienated 
during life, or distributed after death; what shall 


| be taken by, or exempted from, creditors on execu- 


| tion; and to what State or local taxes it shall be 


: liable. 


——————— 


The laws of the States are various on 
these subjects, and no great inconvenience has been 


| practically experienced from this variety. None 


would have resulted from the passage of different 
bankrupt laws in the several States. At least, the 
advantage of uniformity is more than counterbal- 
anced by the difficulty and disadvantage of adapt- 
ing Federal legislation to the various wants and 
peculiarities of twenty-six States. If, therefore, 
the question now was, whether it be expedient or 
not to confer on Congress the power, I should vote 
in the negative. 

I shall attempt no precise definition of the phrases 
bankruptcy and insolvency which are certainly 
generally used, in the vernacular language, in a 
synonymous sense. I prefer to describe the proper- 
ties or qualities of each system. That of insol- 
vency requires a full surrender of all the property 
and credits of the debtor, takes the administration 
of them out of his hands, distributes them by a 
third party among his creditors, and, finally, after 
an honest compliance with the provisions of the 
system, exonerates the person of the debtor from 
all arrest or imprisonment on account of pre exist- 
ing debts. The system does not, it is generally 
supposed, discharge his future acquisitions from 
liability. The bankrupt system too exacts a full 
surrender of the property and credits of the debtor, 
takes the administration of them out of his hands, 
confides the distribution of them amongst his credit- 
ors to a third party, and, finally, after an honest and 
faithful compliance with the requirements of the 
system, exonerates both the person of the debtor 
from all arrests and imprisonment, and his future 


acquisitions from all hability on account of all | 
debts and contracts existing at the period of the | 


commission of the act of bankruptcy. 
Thus, it will be perceived that, on: most points, 


there is a strong resemblance between the two | 


systems. The essential and characteristic differ- 
ence between them is, that the system of insolvency 
does not, or rather is supposed to be incompetent 
to, grant; whilst the bankrupt system can confer, an 
effectual discharge of the debtor from all pre-exist- 
ing debts and obligations. That imcompetency of 
the States to provide, in their systems of insolvency, 
for such a discharge, is supposed to result from 
that prohibition to the States, in the Constitution of 
the United States, against their passage of any law 
impairing the obligation of contracts, 
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If the several States could pa.3 constitutional 
laws of bankruptcy adapteu to their respective 
wants and conditions, I should be averse to the ex- 
ercise of the power by the General Government. 
But the States have voluntarily imposed on them- 
selves restraints, and tied their hands. 

Mr. President, power and duty are often synony- 
mous. The possession of the exclusive power to 
pass laws on the subject of bankruptcies by the 
General Government, draws after it a high and 
responsible obligation and duty to the S:ates, to the 
Union, and tothe people, the performance of which 
that Government is not at liberty to e'nde or neglect. 
The right of the State (I use the term in its broad. 
est sense) to the use of the unimpaired faculties of 
its citizens as producers, as consumers, and as de- 
fenders of the commonwealth, is paramount to any 
rights or relations which can be created between 
citizen and citizen. Batan honest and unfortunate 
debtor, borne down by a hopeless mass of debt, 
from beneath which he can never rise, is prostrated 
and paralyzed, and rendered utterly incapable of 

erforming his duties to his family or his country. 

o say nothing of the dictates of humanity; no- 
thing of the duties of a parental Government to 
lift up the depressed, to heal the wourds, and cheer 
and encourage the unhappy man who sees in the 
past, without his fault, nothing but ruin and em- 
barrassinent, and, in the future, nothing but gloom 
and despair, I maintain that the public right of the 
State, in all the faculties of its members, moral and 
physical, is paramount to any supposed rights 
which appertain to a private creditor. This is the 
great principle which lies at the bottom of all bank- 
rupt laws, and it is this which gives to the States 
the right to demand the passage, and imposes upcn 
Congress the duty of enacting a bankrupt system. 

The number of bankrupts now in the United 
States has been estimated, by respectable authority, 
as high as five hundréd thousand, and, with their 
families and connexions, the total number of all 
who are interested in the passage of a bankrupt 
system, has been stated as large as two millions. I 
hope and believe that this is an exaggerated esti- 
mate. Butthe number is undoubtedly very great, 
be it what it may ; and it comprehends many,of our 
most active, enterprising, and intelligent citizens. 
Who can think of them without the liveliest sym- 
pathy in their present hopeless condition! ith- 
out being irresistibly prompted to exercise all the 
powers with which we are constitutionally invested, 
to raise them up from the depths of despair in 
which they lie, and bring them back to the enjoy- 
ment of life, the support of their families, and the 
service of their country! 

In the execution of many of the powers of this 
Government—certainly in the exercise of the banx- 
rupt power, improvidently, as I think, granted—we 
should constantly bear in mind the distribution of 
legislative authority, in the United States, between 
the several States and the General Government. In 
England and in France, all the powers of legisla- 
tion are concentrated in Parliament or in the Cham- 
bers. Whenever, therefore, either of those legisla- 
tive bodies undertakes to pass a bankrupt system, it 
must provide, by the minutest details, for the rights 
of both creditors and debtors, or no provision will 
exist forthem. But it is otherwise in the United 
States. Here, the powers of legislation are divided 
between the States and Genera! Government; and 
that of the States is competent to make full and ade- 
quate provision for all the interests of both creditors 
and debtors, except in the sole matter of granting 
an effectual discharge to the debtor. The States 
can enact, and most of them have enacted, suitable 
laws, by which all the property and credits of the 
debtor can be reached, surrendered, and distributed, 
and frauds and fraudulent transfers effectually 
guarded against. The very section which I have 
moved to strike out, embracing compulsory bank- 
ruptcies, is, I understand, a substantial copy from 
the insolvent system of one of the States. There is, 
therefore, no necessity for Federal legislation in be- 
half of the creditor. His rights are secured by the 
laws of the States. But, if I should be convinced 
that the States have not fully legislated for him, 
and are incompetent to make full provision for his 
case, I am ready to concur in the passage of any 
just law, within the power of Congress, to render to 
him complete justice. For no one is more sensible 
than I am of the delicacy and caution with which 
the relation of debtor and. creditor should be touch- 
ed, nor of the duty of guarding the legitimate inter- 
esis of both parties. But, whatever the States are 
authorized to do in relation to their rights, they 
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should be lel tg,yerfurm, as being better judges | 
than Congress is of Ug local wants and necessities 
of their respective communities. 

Ths distribution of the power of legislation in 
our syste ns of Government, suggests, theralore, the 
tule which [think ought to govern the Senate, and 
which will guide ‘me, in carrying into effect the 
power delegatet to Congress to pass bankrupt 
Jaws. That rule is, Aat tie extent ef the measure of 
Federal legis! nion should bs limited by ike extent of 
the deficiency of Stale authority to previde for the 
erigency. But the Siates have provided, or can pro- 
vide, for the creditor, As Ihave already shown, 
their systems Of insolvency cover all the ground ot- 
cupied by a bankrupt law, except in one particular. 
Perhaps, also, the states cannot destroy fair and 
bona fide preferences created by the debtor, and en- 
force an equal distribution of his eifeets among ail 
his creditors, without respect to liens, or the dignity 
or priority of debts. But it is far from being entirely 
cer:ain that such a power ought te be exercised, if 
it be possessed by Congress. Against prospective 
preferences or hens it is equally competent both 
to Federal and Siate legislation to provide. 

Seeing, therefore, that the States have provided, 
or can provide, all proper remedies for the enforce- 
ment of the rights and the security of the interests 
of the creditor, I am not aware of the necessi:y of 
auy legislation in his behalf by Congress. But the 
S:ates cannot autherize—at least the general im- 
pression is that they cannot antherize—an effeciual 
discharge of an honest debtor from all his existing 
debts, afier he shall have made a fair and full sur- 
render of al! his effects, Hence the necesstiy, and 
the exact extent of the necessity, of Federa?! legisla- 
tion. If the insolvent laws in all the States were 
uniform, it would then only be necessary for Con- 
gress to pass a short ac!, With a single section, de- 
claring that, in all instances where the deb‘or had 
honestly and faithfully complied with the provisions 
of the insolvent act, he should be entitled to a dis- 
charge. The power vested in Congress being, to 

ass uniform laws, and the insoivent laws of the 
iates not possessing that reqnisite quality, it becomes 
necessary for Congress to establish a system, in de- 
tail, to operate alike throughout the United States. 

It is upon this, as well as other grounds, that I 
was opposed to including corporations in this bill, 
and voted to strike them out. Generally, their capi- 
tal and their existence are identical; and, after the 
seizure and distribution of their effects, they would 
be defanct, and there would be no occasion for that 
discharge, which constitutes, it seems to me, the 
sole motive for Federal legislation in the case of 
individuals, 

But there are other, and more weighty, consid- 
erations for excluding corporations from the bill. 
If you begin with one class of them, you must fol- 
low the principle of their insolvency, upon which 
you profess to act, into all other classes to which it 
will carry you; and if you do not pursue it, when 
it is once established, our successors will be sure to 
follow it. You begin with the banking incorpora- 
tions. They have incurred your displeasure. You 
pronounce them insolvent, and you would put them 
down. But, ifthe non-payment of debts by that de- 
scription of corporations justly subjects them to the 
operation of a bankrupt sysiem, the fai'ure of any 
other corporations to discharge their debis would 
also bring them within its operation. All incorpora- 
ted turnpike companies, all railroad companies, all 
manufacturing companies, all incorporated reti- 
gious and literary institutions— the Virginia Janes 
River Compahy, the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
Company,the Baltimore and Ohio Railioad Compa- 
ny--in short, all incorporations, for any purpose 
whatever, which happened to suspend pa;ment of 
their debts, would be brought within the cperation of 
thissystem. Indeed the clause, relating to incorpo- 
rations, which has been stricken out, if it had been re- 
tained, according to the vote of a considerable num- 
ber of Senators, would have comprehended the 
James River Co:npany, the Chesaneake and Ohio 
Cana! Co »pany, and the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road Company ; each of which, if I have been right- 
ly informed, has igsued paper, circulating to some 
extent as currency, Which is not redeemed in specie. 

Limited to banks, what an i:tnmense mass o! debis 
and effects would be transferred from the State to 
Federal jurisdiction! Extended to atl incorpora- 
lions which might be drawn within its scope, the 
imagination can hardly conceive the amonni of 

roperty and debts which would be so transferred. 

t would be many hundreds of millions of dollars. 
Bat, vast as the amount would be, it would be noth- 
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ing in comparison to the political effects upon the 
character of our systems of Governmen:, which 
would result from such a substitution of the Federal 
to the local jurisdiction, Such an exercise of power, 
by a single step, would malre a greater and more 
alarming progress towards consolida‘ion than all 
other measures together, which have been proposed 
or adopted since the origin of the Government, to 
which the imputation of that tendency has been 
made, Iam not prepared to take sucha frightful 
ae I shudder at the mere contemplaticn of it. 
r. President, T mean to express no opinion, pro 
or coz, on the question, whether the bankrupt power 
in the Consiitution does, or does not, comprehend 


an authority in Congress to include corporations. I 


neither deny nor admit the existence of that authori- 
ty. And I express no opinion; because, if there 
werea clear and definite grant of such an authority, 
1 should be decidedly opposed to its exercise, since, 
in my deliberate judgment, there is no occasion— 
none whatever—tor its exercise by this Govern- 
ment. Or, I should rather say that the States them- 
selves are much more competent than Congress is 
to exercise all necessary and proper jurisdiction 
aver corporations, and that the assumption of a ju- 
risdiction over them by Congress wou'd be incal- 
culably dangerous, alarming, and mischievous. 

Corporations are artificial beings, created by the 
States according to their respective views of their 
own local policy and interests, They know when it 
is best to make or abolish them. And to them 
should be left, undisturbed, the power of compell- 
ing these corporations to fulfil all the purposes of 
their creation, and to perform all the duties and ob- 
ligations which appertain to them. ` 

Assuming the necessity of terminating the exist- 
ence of these corporations, Winding up their affairs, 
and administering ikeir effects, which is the best 
system—that provided for by this bill, or that which 
the States might choose to apply? What is the sys- 
tem of the bill? It proposes, upon the occurrence 
of specified acts of bankruptcy, to seize all the ef- 
fects of the corporation, and to place them, in the 
first instance, in the hands of a receiver appointed 
by a federal tribunal, from whom they are after- 
wards to be passed over to assignees. Neither the 
receiver nor assignees are required to give any se- 
curity whatever for the safe custody and faithful 
application of the effects. What receiver or as- 
signee, indeed, could possibly find adequate securi- 
ty fər the millions, of which the capital of some 
banks consists,and which would be confided to 
their care? Have we not been sufficiently taught, 
by sad experience, that it is utterly unsafe to intrust 
such immense sums with any individual? What 
would a receiver or assignees do with the stupen- 
dous works of the James River Company, the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, or the Bal- 
timore and Ohio Railroad Company ? 

In many of the incorporations, the several States 
have, as shareholders,made large investments. In 
some, they are the exciusive owners of the banks. 
How would they like to see the debts and effects of 
those banks wrested from their possession, and ad- 
ministered by a receiver or assignees appointed by 
Federal authority ? : 

Looking, therefore, merely to fitness and propri- 
ety, I have no hesitation in expressing my thorough 
conviction that it would be an unwise and perilous 
exercise of j/ederal authority to assume jurisdiction 
over State corporations, so as to terminate their ex- 
istence and administer their effects, if they were 
expressly comprehended in the grant of the bank- 
rupt power. I think that their control and- man- 
agement, and the distribution of their funds, can be 
far better effected by the respective States which 
have created them, than by the legislation of the 
Federal Government. And the great and controll- 


cities, but is not adapted to other parts of the coun- 
In large portions of the Union the interior 


or planter realizes the sales of his growing crop. 
But the uncertainty of the seasons and the markets 
frequently oceasions disappointment in the collec- 
tion of debts of the most undoubted character. 
Hence the merchant may be disabled punctually to 
comply with his engagements, although his ulti- 
mate ability is beyond all doubt. And it would te 
a case of extreme hardship to divest him, on ac- 
count of a temporary delinquency, without his 
fault, of the careful and prudent management of his 
own property, and transfer it to the custody of a 
receiver or assignees, whose chief solicitude might 
be their own commissions and fees. 
_ Any bankrupt system, originating with Congress, 
is an experiment. It has been forty years since 
one was enacted, and it had buta short and unsatis- 
factory existenc». I think, therefore, that, in re- 
newing it, we had hetter begin with a simple prin- 
ciple, clear and well defined, and in respect to 
which all are united. 

2dly. All the acts specified in the compulsory 
seclion proposed to be stricken out, as evidence of 
bankruptey, are already provided for by the laws 


| of some of the States, and are susceptible of pro- 


vision by all the States, 

And, 3dly. If the involuntary system be desira- 
ble, it ought not to be included in this bill, but 
shonld be introduced in a separate bill, as was pro» 
posed by the majoriiy of the Judiciary Committee. 
All who are in favor of any bankrupt bill are agreed 
as tothe voluntary class; and the Senate, by a vote 
almost unanimous, decided to give it the most 
comprehensive extent. But they do not concur as 
to the involuntary class, There is great division 
of opinion among the friends of some bankrupt 
system as to the propriety of rendering it coercive. 
Why, then, confound the two classes together in 
the same bili? Why not let each stand by itself, 
on its own merits, in distinct bills? Why combine 
an uncontested principle with one which is doubt- 
ful and contested? Is it right to make a right mea- 
sure drag a disputed one through the Senate? Do 
not the friends of the involuntary principle, by in- 
sisting on the union of the two, demonstrate that 
their purpose isto defeat a bill altogether, or that 
they are unwilling to subject their principle to the 
test of its own unassisted merits ? 

I think that the bill ought to be limited to the 
voluntary class exclusively. It has been argued 
that in that case, it would be a mere insolvent law. 
Not so, if T am right in supposing that the charac- 
terstic difference between a system of insolvency 
and a system of bankruptcy is the discharge of the 
debtor. gis, 

It has been further argued by the Senator from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Catnoun,) that the power 
granted in the Constitution must be interpreted to 
apply only to failing debiors—to_acts which indicate 
bankruptcy, and not to cases where bankruptcy has 
actually occurred. It willbe recollected that when, 
at the instance of a creditor, a proceeding in bank- 
rupicy is commenced, in consequence of any one 
of the acts of bankruptcy specified in the bill, the 
debtor is allowed to controvert the actual fact of 
bankruptcy, and have it tried and decided in the 
mode provided for in the bill. 

Now, it would be most strange if a constitutional 
power were granted to act upon the mere evidence— 
Perhaps deceptive evidence—of bankruptcy, and 
were denied to act on the indisputable fact of bank- 
ruptey itself, after it had confessedly occurred. 
Directly the reverse of the argument asserted would 
be much more plausible. The power deals with 
bankrupts. It is a power to establish uniform laws 
upon the subject of bankruptcies. It might, there- 
fere, be maintained, with some plausibility, that-the 
fact of an actual bankruptcy must exist before the 
power attaches. But laws which provide for bank- 
ruptcies notoriously existing, and for those acts 
which are supposed to denote their existence, beth 
proceed upon the idea of insolvency; and I enter- 
tain no doubt that the power in the Constitution 
delegates an authority to Congress to legislate for 
both classes. ; 

These, Mr. President, are my sentiments upon 
the bill under consideration. It is a measure im- 
ploringly solicited by large portions of our country- 
men, and the only measure of general relief which, 
in the present posture of parties and public affairs, 
can be passed by Congress. I have purposely al- 
stained, on this occasion, from any inquiry into the 
causes whieh have produced or augmented the dis- 
tress and bankruptcy which unhappily prevai!; be- - 
cause I wished to excite no feelings, and to make 
no reproaches, which might have a tendency to ens 
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danger the bill. I have restricted myself to a con- 
sideration of the fact itself, of the numerous bank- 
ruptcies existing in the country. Nor has my de- 
sire for the success of the bill been less, because 
there are only some eight or ten States of the Union 
in which it is most needed. For it has ever been 
with me a motive, regulating my public conduct, 


to concur in the adoption of any constitutional | 


measure demanded by the wants or necessities of 
any part of the Union, although it might not be 
requisite to the prosperity of the State whose:servant 
Iam. This motive acquires, in my opinion, irre- 
sistible foree when we refleet that Congress alone 
can minister to the sufferings of the community by 
éxercising this power exclusively confided to its 
authority. 

The Dectaration of American Independence, 
which announced our existence as a nation, so- 
lemnly proclaims, as a self evident truth, that the 
right of every individual person to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness, is unalienable. Does the 
wretched bankrupt, suak down and overwhelmed 


by pernaps unmerited misfortunes, against which | 
no 


uman foresight or prudence could guard, enjoy 

the benefit of this maxim? He is not, indeed, de- 
rived of life; but he drags out a miserable and 

ingering existence, without one cheering hope. 

The humanity of progressive civilization has ex- 
empted his person from incarceration in the dark 
cells of a pabile jail; but the liberty which is granted 
to him enables him only tu see more distinctly, in 
the light of heaven, and intensely to feel, the mis- 
ery of his condition. Stripped of all motives to hu- 
man exertion; with the incubus of an immovable 
mass of debt upon him; surrounded by a family 
sharing, without being able to alleviate, his sorrows 
and sufferings, he is mocked by the privilege of “the 
pursuit of happiness,” pronounced tobe unalienable 
ìn the most memorable declaration of human rights 
that was ever promulgated to the world. Let us, 
sir, make that guaranty substantial, practical, avail- 
able, by fulfilling the duty imposed upon us in the 
power delegated ip the Constitution to pass this law. 


umbrellas are distinctly named as 
rë per céni. i 7 


td 
tinued to pay the duty until the last Joar neariy seven years— 
3, allowing the 
jc Whether this is a judi- 
cial decision or a Treasury constr uction, I know not; but such 
ofduty. Itseemsto 
me that the paragraph of the law repealing the duties, wae in- 


dent directly in point. : 

Bir, a few years pasta memorial was presented to the Senate, 
stating that a similar construction had been put on the law ad- 
mitting railroad iron free of duty. This was ‘referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures. That committee reported a bill 
declaring that the act releasing from duty railroad iron, should 
not be so construed as to include s ikes, pina, and cháins, as 
railroad iron. The hill passed both Houses of Congress, and is 
now the law; and ail that is required in this case ig, to pags a si- 
milar acr and the manufacturers of umbrellas and parasols will 
be placed where they were under the tariff of 1832, and then they 

Will be saved from ruin by the labor of foreign countries. This 
isall that is required, or is necessary to be done in thie case. 

Sir, I will now notice some of the remarks made by the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina the other day, which appear tv me to 
have a bearing on the resolution under consideration. 

It was stated hy that Senator “that every tariff for protection 
has invariably disappointed its friends in the protection anticipa- 
ted, and has been followed by a demand for another tariff with 
increased duties, to afford a protection vainly anticipated from 
3 s predecessor.” 

In replying to thia statement, 
every tariff 
cipated by them. My remarks are intended 
of the great and leading manufactures of our 

. cotton,) and I shall leave to others to state the effect o the tari 
on the manufacture of iro, lead, glass, wool, dc, 

The tariff of 1816 was designed to Protect and establish the 
manufactures of the country, withou! which the cotton manu- 
facture would have languished, and soon would have died; but, 
by the timely interposition of Congress, it was saved from im- 
pending ruin. The tariffof 1816 secured the home market to 
the manufacturer for such goods as he waa Prepared to make 
at that time, and, In effect, prohibited the importation of the al- 
most worthless cottons of Asia, and the coarse cottons of Great 
Britain, and, at the same time, imposed a duty of three centa 
Per pound on all cotton imported into shiscountry. This duty 


r) p I will endeavor to show that 
as disappointed ite friends in the protection anti- 
to apply to one 
country, (to wi 
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ofthree centa per pound excluded all cotton from use by our 
manufacturers, except that of the growth of the United States; 
and this wascalled the American system: to wit, to raise the 
cotton in the United States, to manufacture it here, and then 
wear it by our own citizens. This duty of three cents per 
pound compelled our manufacturers to use a better quality of 
cotton in their business, and consequently, a better quality of 
coarse fabrics was made by them than was made by the manu- 
facturers of other countries; the manufacturers of ether coun- 
tries using the best cotton for their finer fabrics, and the poorest 
for their coarse goods. Having thus, by the tariff of 1816, firm- 
ly established the manufacture of coarse cottons, it consumma- 
ted all that was expected by the practical manufacturers and 
the real friends of protection. In truth, the coarse fabrics were 
all that the country was prepared to make at that time. The 
tariff of 1816 might be said to be an experiment, and a most suc- 
cessful expeiiment it proved, both for manufacturer and r ro- 
ducer of cotton, and, alsa, to the country. Iknow it is said, and 
believed by many, that a duty on cotton gives no Protection to 
the cotton planter, that the price is regulated by the European 
market, and that a duty has no effect on it. Whatever effect it 
may have on the cotton planter, one thing, I believe, will not be 


denied, that a duty of three cents per pound prohibits a poorer | 
quality of cotton being imported and manufactured in the coun- |; 


try, and which, when manufactured, would appear as wellto 
the eye as fabrics made of the cotton of the United States; bur, 
when clowely examined, it would be perceived that the thread 
is not as well formed. and twisted, and consequently, will not 
endure as much service as similar goods in appearance, made 
of the better cotton of the United States. The same duty on 
the cotton of Texas operates as a preventive to its manufacture 
in this country. ‘This, sir, is a digression from the subject; my 
intention was, to show that the tariffof 1816 did not disappoint 
ita true friends—they realized all they expected by it. I gaye to 
them encouragement and protection, and firmly established the 
manufacture of cotton inthe United States. 

Sir, by this protection, and by the increasing skill and indus- 
try of the manfacturers, and, above all, by the great and pro- 
gressive improvements of the machinery and mechanic arts 
generally, they were confirmed in the belsef that they could 
make a betteran: finer quality of cotton goods, if protection 
could be extended to such quality also. g 

By subsequent tariffs, that protection was given; and what 
has been the result? Bir, the industry and stillof our manu- 
facturers have equalled for beauty, and surpassed in durability, 
many of the manufactuies of the old world. Not only the plain 
goods, but the calicoes, chintz, and fancy goods, will compare 
with any in the market; and yet we are told the tarifi disap- 
pointed its friends, and was followed by a demand for another 
tariff, to afford the protection vainly anucipated from its prede- 
cessor. 

Sir, the tariff of 18:6 did protect, as far as it was designed or 
expected to protect, the manufacturer in making coarse cottons; 
and subsequent tariffs gave protection to another quality of do- 
mestics not included in the first tariff, These tariffs partly ee- 
cured the home market to the productions of the manufacturer. 
The manufacturers created a new market for the cotion planter 
and gave employmentto the mechanic arts, and encourage 
the farmer by an increased censumption of his productions, 
both for manufacture and daily consumption. Under these 
tariffs the manufacturers continued their bueiness, and did not 
ask or request further protection from Congress, to my know- 
ledge. 'They were contented, and the country prospered. The 
cotton planter hada new market for about one-fourth part of 
his productions by the establishment of maanufactures; and all 
were contented, and would have continued so, had not other 
causes diaturbed the harmony of soclety. Sir, I know of no 
demand (or an increased tariff after 1823, notwithstanding the 
expansion of the currency. 

Lis also stated by the honorable Senator, “that every Increase 
of duty, however high, requires periodically, after a short inter- 
val, an additional increase.” This proposition, asa general rule, 
Tthink cannot be sustained; it will not hold good in regard to caps. 

ead, bar iron, iron castings, and cannot hold good 
article the country is prepared to supply to the amount 
for consumption. The Senator is under a mistake 
aiso in regard tothe greatest expansion of the currency from 
1830 to 1832 in the greatest manutacturing district, The table 
exhibited by him was not gorreet and hence the error or mis- 
take made by him. He stated that the currency in Rhode 
Island had increased, from 1830 to 1832, one hundred per cent. 
The official statementsin my possession show only an increase 
of about thirty-three per cent. This shows the Senator to be 
mistaken in his premises, and consequently the assertion or 
conclusion that the greatest manufacturing district had the 
greatest expansion of currency is not sustained. Ido not con- 
sider this of much importance, further than to show that ihe 
fact relied on by the Senator in support of his argument does 
not exist, and, consequently, the argument drawn from it is 
without foundation, and therefore fzile, 

The theory of the Senator, that “the increase of protective 

utiesis necessarily followed by an undue expansion of the 
currency until the price of production shall be equal to the pro- 
tection,” doesnot comport with our experience, or the histo 


with an 
require 


of the times. The facts are opposed to the principle assumed. 
The domestic goods protected by the tariff have not risen to the 
amount of the duty, and I call on that Senator to show, not only 
generally, but a single article manufactured of cotton in this 
country that has advanced in price under the protective duties, 
notwithstanding the expansion of the currency; and if it can- 
not be shown the the price hasincreased, but, on the contrary, 
that cotton goods have fallen in price, the theory of the Senator 
totally fails. 


Take the whole range of cotton goods, look at the prices of 
shirting, sheeting, bedtick, chin'z, calico, and fancy articles, 
which, before the protective duties were established, sold for 
20, 30, 40, and 60 cents per yard, now selling at, 10, 15, and 20, 
and 25 cents per yard, and some white gonds at 6 anti 6 eents 
the yard, being a reduction in price of 100 per cent. and up- 
wards. Is it not so with manufactures of iron and of leather? 
Naila have fallen in price one hundred per cent.and shoes and 
boots from ten to fifty per cent. Does this seem like protec- 
tion being followed by an expansion of the currency till the in- 
creased prico of, producfion in consequence shali equal the in- 
Crease of duty? Sir, the theory is well on paper, but when re- 
duced to practice the rule does not hold wees competition ce- 
ranges the theory, and the rule fails. henever the supply 
t quals the demand of any article, that article will come down 
to the lowest price or cust of production. 2 

The Senator says that the tariff of 1823 caused an influx 
of the precious metals inte the country. I will admit, as a 
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; sucha policy, would the cotton planter havea 
j or would it add to the number of consumers of his preductions, 
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generalrule, that, by the aid of a tariff giving employment t 

our own citizens, gold and silver are brought into the country 
Is thata very great evil? They will go out again when needed 
and are of greater value in another conntry than inthis. The 
legitimate use of specieis to settle accounts with nations ag 
well as individuals, and it is constantly perforfaing that office; 
and whenever there isa balance in our favor, the specie will flow 
towards this country; and when the balance is the other Way, 
there will be an efflux of the precious metals, 

The Senator states that the importation of gold and silver, 
over and above the exports, inthe year 1829, was $3,092,476: 
and in the year 1830, $6,914.342; making in the two years an 
excess of imports of $10,005,520—and that the estimated 
amount of specie in the country on the fiist day of January, 
1830, (including the importation of the year 1829,) was but 
twenty-five millions of dollars; a sum, in my opinion, a geat 
deal wo small for the wanta and business of the country; and, 
under such circumstances, a consequent influx o; spena must 
ensue. We had not our proportion of the precious metala, and 
the impurtation of specie placed us nearer to an equatity with 
other nations. And if the tariffot 1623 was the instrument that 
produced the result, it deserves universal appr-bation. I would 
hold toa tariff for that very reason, umder the hope that when. 
ever auch circumstances shall again occur, it would again per- 
form the same service. 

Again, the Senator saya, reduce duties, and export more, 
Sir, lam not opposed to expoiting ail the productions we have 
to part with, and all that it is in our power to produce; but, if 
we reduce duties to a low rate, will not importations greatly in. 
crease? Is it desirable to increase imports and involve the 
country still further in debt to Europe? If we allow foi eigners 
to send their productions here free of duty, do we not assist fo. 
reign labor and depress our own? And wi!l not such a policy 
break up our manufactures? The homé market of the foreign 
producer is secured tohim by his Government. _ We are not 
permitted toenter his domicit on equal terms with him, aad 
why should we surrender our maiket to him free of duty also? 

The foreign manufacturer, after supplying his home market, 
will send his surplus productions to us free of duty, and by 
such a process we have neither a home nor foreign market, 
and the conaequence will be prosperity to the foreigner, and 
ruin to ourselves; and, to carry out the system, the result will 
be to carry all our machinery to Europe. If the identical ma- 
chinery is no! exported, new machinery will be pat in Opera: 
tion there, to supply the deficiency created by the destruction 
of our own by such a policy. And would such a preceeding 
benefitthe people of the United States? It would be ruin and 
death to the manufacturers, and, in my estimation, a deep and 
an abiding injury to every other interest inthis Union. Under 
better market, 


or to their ability to consume? The North, under such a sys- 
tem, would not be able to purchase, and therefore could not - 
consume; they must live on the productions of their s‘erile oil 
and cold clima:e, without many of the comforts aad luxuries of 
the present day, if luxuries they may be called. No, sir; by 
the destruction of our manufactures the cotton planter would 
be deprived ofone of his best markete; not the largest, but the 
best, The home market destroyed, nearly all his productions 
will be thrown into one of the markets of Europe; and then 
who would contro) the price, the seller or the purchaser? Sir, 
Great Britain, by securing the hame market Cinecluding her 
colonies and dependencies) to her manufacturers, gives to 
them the power of competition all ever the world: a com- 
petition they could not sustain withcut the home market. 

he profits en the goods consumed by her own subjects will 
pay for most of the labor, the raw material, 
of manufacturing; and the surplus, after supplying the home 
cor sumption, may be considerei] as mosily profit to the manu- 
facturer. This surplus he sends to a foreign market, and, 
if he sells at a high price, the greater his profi:; if at a tow 
price, it takes nothing from his capital, but only diminishes his 
income for that year; andin this way the British manufactu: 
rer, by his surplus productions alone, can break down all com- 
petition of manufacturers whose home market is not protected 
in some degree by a tariff} and when competition 13 broken 
down, he will command his own price, and the consumer. will 
haveto pay it. No, sir, I would not repeal all duties, but 
would sustain a tariff equal to our great competitor and ad- 
versary at least. Jam in favorof the old American system, 
which commenced with the war of the Revolution, and has con- 
tinued to the present time, and so eloquently advocated by the 
Senator from Tennessee {Mr. Grunpy] the other éday, when he 
so Clearly established the great principe, without contradiction 
from any quarter, that it is easier and better for the country to 
pay ten millions of dollars per annum to our own citizens, than 
to pay the same sum to foreizners. This, sir, is the whole es- 
sence of the American system, and this is the system I desire 
to-maintain; and whoever supports the principle laid down by 
the Senator from Tennessee gives energy and effect to the Ame- 
rican system. 

Suppose, Mr. President, that we repeal all duties on foreign 
importations, and admit goods free of duty, and drive ourjmanu: 
facturers to a fore'gn market with their productions, what eha!! 
we gain by the change? Ifour productions are not consumed 
here, but exported, we must import as many more for our con: 
sumption as we export. Nothing will be gained to tle coun- 
Wy. by such a change, but loss on freight and other expenses. 

e may add to the table of impoits and exports on pa per, but 
in table of loss and gain we shall Le on the wrong eide; and this 
is the result of importing more in order to export. 

Bir, we need not be alar about exports so long as imports 
exceed the value of our exports as they sow do. Wo have im- 
porte: from Great Britain and her dependencies alone, in the jast 
twenty years, nearly seventy millions of dollars more than we 
have exported to her in the came time, including all the great 
staples of the country. No, sir, we reed not fear, asthe follow- 
ing table will chew:* 

, Nors.—W hoever will take the trouble to examine the forego- 
ing table of imports and exporis, will perceivein what regular 
succession the embarrassments in our monetary concerns have 
succeeded the over importations of forei productions. The 
Impertations of foreign productions in the years 1835, 1836, and 
1837, amount tothe enormous sum of $450,855,954, and the ex- 

orts of domestic productions for the same years to $303.670,176, 
eaving a balance against the United States of $177,185,7/8. The 
export of foreign articles at the same time was $64,105,817, leav- 
ing a deficit to be paid in cash or otherwise by the United States 
of one hundred and thirteen millions seventy-nine thousand 
nine hundred and sixty one dollars, clearly showing, “beyond 
all doubt or cavil,” that here Hea ope great cause of our dis- 
tress; and whatever restrains these excessive importations, whe. 


and the expense 
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ther i he a tarifor ather evna, will give relief ta our citizen: 
Let the watchword be, produce more and import fess, aad re- 
store to the comury a aourl arg well regulated currency, and 
imet oar our embarrassment: wH be removal, 


Sir, the exerasive iMportations of preceding years and espe- 
qaany thae a: IIRA S96, aad TNA together with a certain Trea- 
sury order, ruined Many, anl eunpetied the banka to suapend 
specie payments, aud irihetad great injury on the people; bus 
this was iMag and insignificant, when compared with the losa 
chat must ensue by breaking uo the manufactures of the coun- 
tey | Butysir, leaunot beaevo thar itis the desire ar wish of the 
Senator ta desaiay the manulacturers of the country; he only 
mixonceives their ability. Me says ta them, you mu t make 
bricks, without fuel to burn them. This they cannot do, any 
more than an individual cau run with his legs tied; and to re- 
quire our Manutacturers to compere wih the werid in foreign 
mares without securing to them some pardon ef tie home 
marken isrequiring more thaa they eau do; (hey mast fil under 
such a system of goverpment, 

Mr. President, it is also said that tho proteeiive system is a 
war uponexports! Does the protective paticy of other nations 
lessen theirexyports? I wit admit that if four nuadced thousand 
bales of cotton are Inawufactured and consumed in the United 
States, then there iaso much tho less to exports aad if tive mil- 
lions of dollars worth of pork aad beei and dreadstotla are con 
sumed by the mechanics and manufacturer, then there is the 
Jess tn eg ports ami tas is a war on expars, boot so; itita 
warthe country can endure, without crawing poorer by the 
operation, But, sie, is the an.ouns of exports the only indication 
ol the prospernty atthe counry? The protection of the manu- 
facture other iron and lead by the tariff has not much increased 
exporis; but their consumption vas in¢reased at home, and faboar 
has reccivediva rewanl. The protective duties on lead have 
prevented its impatiation, and increased the manufacture of 
paint or white lead to x creat extent, trom the home material, 
and for home consumption, but not for exportation; still the 
couniry is not the less nourishing, or labor in less demand on 
what account, 

Sir, it ia stated by the Senator that, in 1998, the largest 
quaniily of dumestic manufactures were exported, and he at- 
iibwies the cause to the reduction of the tarit, and therefore 

ennsindas that a furthor redaction of the tarit will ad ito the 
prasperity of the camry, l cannot believe fur a moment that 
ine Githag reduction of tha rari on cotton manufactures was 
the wle cana of thesexportatians, nordo Lagree that a creat 
re duccion of the darn? wali inake ua more prosperous or happy; 
thare were over im; ortanona in IRIG and 757, but there over- 
imporiations may ba attribued to viher causes than the tarit, 
nag now necesarry to diacusa. 


Sig, the inereased exportation of domestic manniactures may 
te guridnted, in some degree, tn the over importations of 
the two preceeling years o! linens, silks, and worsted stuff 
zaade, which, added to the large amount or domestic manufac- 
tages on hand, completely overstocked the market: there 
were more of thia Cescriprion ef goods in the country than 
wera necied for immediate consumption, and, of course, but 
very stow sacs could be avele at eyen reduced prices. The 
maoniacturers with na had pie upon pite of their own gouls 
on hand: they dil nat eatimate the amount by the piece, bale, 
or hox, but by the conL Tuis great accumulation of domes- 
tt gly and the market beiag also luted with foreign pro- 
dations, and consequent slow sales, crowded the manuiac- 
mrers for money to pay their crrrent expenses, and fina! 
cunpedied many of then: to seli foras mech as they roul 
aad eotioa fabrics were shipped ont of the country to. 
amount than on any former occasion, Awk I uude 
the present year, from similar causes, large shipments havs 
teen made to China, but I posses no official information ofthe 
fart. Bu the Seator insista chat the iacreased exportation of 
alt var productions for a seriesof years, fram 1-31 to 1S, was 
alenin consequence of the reduction of the tariff; if thi 
then the iacreage of exportation would hare been pari 
with that reduction. flow are the facts? Ia I837 and 733 tha 
expor ations were less than the two preceding years by about 
sixteen miilioas of doilars, when, according to tbe principle, 
there should have been an increase of about the same sum; 
making a vibration from she rele of abow. thirty millions of 
dotiars. This fact, alone, it seama to me, destroys the theary of 
the Senator; if his proposition is correct, there woni have Leen 
areguiar increase of exportation in proporiisn to the reduction 
of duties. $ 


: t 
Sir, in my mind t was not this reJue:ion of the tarif Ua 
gave the impetus to the exportation of ine great stap’es of ihe 
ceuntry. ‘The increase cammenced as early a= 1S, and con- 
tinued to ine rease notij 1225; in 1937 they creased abont cleven 
miltiensof dol ars, asthe tables show. Bat, sir, the irue caus, 
aa I vonceive, may be fous! inthe increased procucsion of cot 
tes by an increased quantity of land broazht into cave von 
the enton growing Sates. 
Now, sir, if ws cn ascertain the number of bates of cottan 
pm ucel cach year and exported, and ihe price, We may find 


‘Tuhle of imporisanilexporia of Foreign ant Domestic prot 
ducticns, frou A72} fa VIR da clusire. 
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the aotution to the cause of the increase of domestic exports 
withor: the aid of the tariff, Wt ia apparent to my mind that. 
the more we produce the more we have to part with, and that 
whieh is nor needed for home consumption will be ex- 
pored, and thatthe amount of exparts depends more on the 
Seasons and on our awn indusiry than oa the tarif. Bat, after 
all, it must be actmitted that the home market is the best mar- 
ket for any country, and the greater the variety of productions 
the Setter for the people. Eadmit oar home market. is not sni 
ficient to consume the agricaliural productions of the conntry, 
bat the home market will be increased by the permanent esta- 

Mishment of manwactures, by taking from agriculture a por- 
tien ofits labor, and by increasing their ability to consume, for 
the amanunt of consumption depends much on the ability io 
consiine as wellas on nutubers. 

Bir, we protect the farmer and planter in all their produc: 
tions, and why should we refuse protection to the manufac- 
turer? [tis the Iabarin both cases which is protected, and T 
gee no reasan why one branch of indusiry and labor should not 
he protected as well az anather, provided the tabor aud indus- 
uy be equally henefielal ta the country. The proposition af 
the Senator to reduce daties and export more, if adopted, will 
not adl ta the wealth or happiness of the peaple, but in peace 
will tive to the foreigner an advantage over our own ciidacns, 
and in war wontd be most disastrous to ns. 


Mr. Peesklent, T will notice one more statement of the hono. 
rable Senator, which F conceive to be founded m misiake, and 
extenuly mischievous in iis consequences, The Senator says 
that this iierease of the exportation of domestic manulactures 
Was “inthe midst of all the embarrassments of commerce, and 
expansion and derangement af the currency, and, iet me adi, 
whathas been ro mirch dreaded by the friends of manufactures, 
the mighty inerease of the exports of our great agricultaral 
siaples during the same period.” T confess my surprise 
at ihe statement ihat the friends of manufactures dreileu 
an increase of the exportation of flour, rice, cotton, and 
tobacco! Sir, I live among many of the friends of 
manufactures, and the statement is as new to me as 
it will be to them when they shall read the speech of the 
honorable Senator. Why should we dread the increase of 
these exportations? The imports now are far above the ex- 
ports, and ay increase of exports will prevent a disturbance of 
the monetary concerns of the country, which is always disas- 
trous to the inanufaciurer. He requires a steady and irm state 
of monry and of busiaess, and the less the fluctuations in prices 
or the currency the better for those concerned in manufactures. 
H is nota high price, and then a low price, thatis beneficial to 
them, but a steady and reasonable price that makes them pros- 
per in their business. 


Sir, we have na reason or cange to dread the prosperity ofthe 
South, and sincerely regret to see such an expression widely 
circulated in the South to excite the prejudices of the people in 
that section against the people of the North. Heretofore, in 
times of good tecling which existed between us, there was great 
reciprocity of trade and commerce between the North and 
the South: Weare great consumers of their productions, and 
they, toa considerable amount, of our manufactures; and the 
greater their prosperity the more they will c nsume, and the 
greater the trade and intercourse the greater the friendship and 
regard we have for each other. And were it not for other causes 
than those of trade, commerce, and social intercourse, we 
should be mere united anda happier people. It is to be re- 
gretted that auch an expression should have come from such a 
qaarter. Fean assure the Senator that, so faras T know, there 
is not a single individual that dreads or woull impede the 
prosperity and happinessof the South; if large exporia of their 
pratuctions will vive that happiness and prosperity, we ray 
Gad speer we do net object, but we wil do allin avr power, 
bok as consumers and navigators, ta assist in producing the 
consommation ro devoutly wished. That we are doing so at 
the present time, the following statement of the inporte and 
consumption of the praluctions ofthe South awt or the gain 


growing Siates into the town of Providenee will bear ample tea- _- 


timony.|: Providence is but one of the pòrts cf entry in the 
Siate of Rhode bdards there aretwo'dther‘collectian distric's 
feom which I have nn data to nakp xetaternent of the’ importa- 
tions into those districts, but they must considerably incercase 
theamount, 


1838. Domestic Imports. . 1832. 

Bales of cotton, 55.804 Bales of cotton, 43.367 
Barrels of faur, 73.125 Parres of iour, &L115 
Bressel n j p Bushels of grain, 720,550 
Tans ef ee Tons of coal, 39,170 

Arerage for the last seren years. ; 
Catton baler, 47.7%) Bushcis of grain, 179,724 
Barret: of flour, 84,555 


Py th’s statement it wili be perceived that weis Rhode Island 
are civing our mite to the prosperity of oar sisier States, atul if 
they will reciprocate favors wiih ns, we wil nor only bea 
prosperous community, but a happy and united people. A 

(Mr. Carnotn saifthat be did not ree-liect naing the term 
attribited to ium; iffhe did, it was not his incention te use itin 
Æ nsive sense; the term might be stronger than ke sup- 

ceed atthe time, but he had no intention of uttering eny te 
Aaction tuwari! the manufacturers; ha was their friend. } 

lo repy to Mr. Canuocs, who contended that mannfac- 
tures were Llished in tha conntry as early as 1805, Mr. 
Kwient sail dil not deay the existence of manufactures 
previons io f C; anl if the honorable Senator, who seems 
ta remeriber every thing, would cast his memory back previ. 
ons to thai time, he will recollect noa-intercourse, noi: 
portation acts, and finally war, which gave the impetus and 
protectis manuf:eures; and when peace eame these were 
all swept out of exisience, ard the mapu factures were then 
prosteair, wet could not have survived withont the tariif of 
J216--they conh! not have operated a sing'e year without uiter 
ruin to iheriselves, Rir, the tariff of 1316 did-firmly eatablish: 


the mannfaciure of cotton in the country; and it would net have - 


been established at that time withoi it, Asto some of the other 
statements of the Sena‘or, and about which we differ, Mr. K. 
zaid the Cideresee might be attributed to the fact that the Rena- 
tor geala in theories, and that he hinself was a practical man. 
Theory and pract ce do not always come to the rame result. T 
agrec that expansion of currency and high duties will increase 
prices, were it not for competition; but when ‘skill, laker, aud 
competition supply the demand, the price does not materially 
inereaze, and then hia theory fails. Competition breaks down 
thearies—a tariTereates competition, and campetition supplies 
che demand fer consumption at the lowest price. 


enh Rl ae terete 


-in the ordinary way 


SPEBCH OF MR. NISBET, 
, OF GEORGIA, 


In the Tlouse oft Mepreaentalinen, March 24, 1840--On the 
~ Treasury Note bill. 


The House heing ta Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union on the hilauthorizinga further issne of Treasury 
Notes, Mr. NISBET spoke aa follows: 

Mr. Coamman: | an fortunate in this, that T have no past 
deeds to be raised up intindgment against me as a member of 
Congress, 1 have bee here buta litte while. My name has 
not been upon your jourgals antil this session. T am “novus 
homo,” a new man in théeouncils of the nation. There are 
ho inconsistent votes to bearonsed from their slumber, and ar- 
vayed for my condemnation, Lam not to be canght, as man 
are, upon the yeas and nays af former times. And for the same 
reason, With other reagana, L have no one to catch—no one to 
impaie—no political tergiveraations ta expose. T congratulate 
mysel{that I am under no necessity of self detence, and feel 
nether the obligation nor the desire to assail others. 1 shall 
not, therefore, in these most unprofitable, tedious talks so com- 
mon ia this Hous, occupy the time of the committee. 

The dehate on the bill now uncer discussion has been exceed- 
ingly discursive, embracing almost every topie convected with 
the financial wants of the counyy, ond the administration of 
the Gereral Goverrinent. The kank, the Snb Treasury, the 
distresses of the country, the state of ihe Treasury, the errors 
and the folties and the virtues of Mr. Van Buren, have afford 
el themes of vast enlargement and great eloquence for honora. 
ble gentlemen. It isthe crtam of the age, and of this country 
particularly, to discuss, upon every question, every thing; to 
run the ronm entire of all the subjects about which the people 
do or may be presnmed to feol any interest. And that subject, 
too, which is most likely to he sighted by the orator is the sub- 
ject which is before him for discussion, I do nov claim ex- 
emplion for myself in this particular. F, like others, have heen 
given to wandering and tedious prolixity. So far aa concerns 
myself, I shall speedily amend. af possible; and, so far as it 
concerns others, Lam well convinced that, in the custom reter- 
red to, there is neither utility nur good taste, and that itis more 
honored in the breach then in the observance. 

In retation to a National Bank, I will only remark that I 
have always believed it to be unconstitutional in any and all 
ita forms. Ro believing, it is neither necessary nor expediens. 
to inquire into its utility, its blessings, or its curses. his ob- 
jection to it stands at the threshold, and, amounting to a pro- 
hibition of a power to charter a Bank to Congress, is a conelu- 
sive answer to all arguments drawn from the expediency of 
such an institution. } hold that such a power cannot be claim- 
ed for Congress but by a Jatitudinary rule of construing the 
Constitution; such a rule as was of old established by the great- 
est Bank champion known to ony annals. I mean, sir, Alex- 
ander Hamilton. This rule, in the operation of our system, 
will clothe Congress with almost any power which the varying 
exigencies of the future may seem to make cither necessary or 
desirable The reversed rule, | am daily more convinced, can 
alone maintain the just rights of the Btates, and restrain the 
ever-furward advance of Federal encroachment. 

Ladmit, Mr. Chairman, the truthfulness of the picture of dis- 
tress which the country now exhivits, drawn with such graphic 
accuracy by my friend, the eloquent member from South Caro- 
lina, (Mr. 'Tnompson ) 1 know that ali orders of men and all 
species of indueiry are Isbering under a pecuniary pressure 
of unexampled severity; and no part of the Unien feels it more 
sensibly than that from which you and I came. | Desolation sits 
upon the face of this great Union, paralyzing its energies anil 
smothering its resources. To inquire into the canses of allthis 
would require such time as ihla committee would not grant. 
These canses are manifold, and, amovg them, it has been stated, 
are the issves by the Goverienent of Treasury notes. | Fo far an 
the debt incurred by the Government by these issues Is concern 
ed, Fadnis fo that extent, the Governnen: has increased its lja- 
bisies, but not the taxes or dhe liabilities of the people. Por 
all thees issues, past and prospectivo, have been, and will be, 
but anticipations of ite revenue of the Goverament; accruing 
1 and from the ordinary sources: for they 
have been, and those to he issued by this bill are to be, redeemed 
at short and specified periods from the resources of the Trea- 
sury. As a proof of this, of ali the previous issues of Treasury 
notes there remains out now and redeemable only a litte more 
than two millions of dollars. I like to view things singly. Let 
others connect this bill aa they may with other things; T am un- 
able ta see in it any necessary connection with the past or pre- 
sent distress of tħe country. Tt isnot, aa T suppose, designed to 
afford relief to the country, much less to oppress It hisa 
measure of temporary relief io the Government from a peen- 
niary pressure, from which it must be xelicved, or submit to 
dishonor before the world. T submit, then, sir, if it is a fair 
curse of aremnent tó involve this measure in the labyrinth oi 
disordered currency, exchanges, private and publie svfiering. - 
it would seem mere stateemaisike to meet it upon hs independ- 

1 merits, : r 
Plow aa argued ihe other day, by my friend and coileagae, 
(Mr. Kixe )that thie bill is part and parcel of the Sub-Treaeury 
scheme, and, being Eppnxed to that, he therehy fortified his op- 
position to boih measmes. Llistered with delight to that gen- 
tieman’s specch, and give to il that reapect whieh his own ex- 
cellent mind and character and long personal friendenip for him 


demand of me. I Lthought with him, 1 would be ry to 
sote with him; and that his own couvistiona tire satðfaėtó! y to 
him, and whally sincere, there can be Pi iy is this 
bill part of the Sub- Treasury scheme? Ia itan adjunct to i 
‘And is it true that this Government really Gesigas to collect the 
revennes of the country in specie, and hoarding that Gin _pro- 
apective amount abrolutely incalculable) te lesue paper—Trea: 
kury notes or any Other psper—iit digcharce of its own Habili- 
fest Is it tme that the Russian.system of finance is here to be 
adopted? Wilk the Government eetablish æ bank upon the spe- 
cie revenue aaa basis, fille ows all the channels ol circulation, 
controlling tha currency, regulating the exe and absorb. 
ing in her Sub-Treaaury vaulis the specie of the four quarters 
of the world? The proposition.is a s rong one, alarming even, 
t fancy; such a me. as this Government cannot venture ‘pon 
without involving.ugat once In revolution. My colleague fears 
auch things are contemplated, and will be the necessary. result ot 
the Rub-Treasury: bill and its kindred and auxiligry measure, the 
bill Tam now discussing. Perhaps I showd tether say, he fears 
that, in times to come, such may be the Fesult of that system. if 
persevered .in, which is now hegtnalng. k may be so. His 
farebodings may be realized: his prophecies may be fulfilled. 
One thing ldo verily believe, aud it is this: that, should this Ach 
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istrati other come into this hall and ask for Trea- 
ae nó! s with a redundant Treasury of specie, or of any other 
available funds, such request would be the signal of its over- 
throw. And I would be among the first of those who would 
like tobe in at the death. This bill, in its terms, in its origin, and 
the manner of Ita execution, has, to my mind, no connection 
with the Sub-Treasury dill. That has not yet come before us. 
This is now upon its passage. That provides for the collection, 
disbursement, and custody of the public revenue, and prescribes 
the kind of money in which it shail be paid. ‘This bill, not 
trenching- upon, or being connected with, those objects, only au- 
thorizes, by issue of Treasury notes, the loan of five millions of 
dollars, This is not the time for discussing the Sub Treasury. 
When thas bill is before us, then it will be fair to consider whe. 
ther the constant issue of Government credits be Part of the 
scheme. If it be, thea I shall be with my honorable friend in 
opposition to it . , 

ut now, instead ofa full Treasury as a basis for credits, 1 
find itempty, kta utter vacuity is the very cause, Iront, and head 
of this offending bill—no more. Viewing, therefore, the ques- 
tion as the facta present it, I cannot giva such weight to the 
member’s arguments as to justify my voting with him. 

Mr. Chairman, in advocating the issue of Treasury notes, I 
am not to be considered as the apologist or supporter of the Ad- 
ministration. 1am neither the one nor the other; nor do I ap- 
pear on this occasion ite assailant. I leave these tasks to those, 
of which there are not a few, who have for them a special voca- 
tion. The errors of those whe administer the Government ought 
to be ex and a corrupt Administration ought to be un- 
seated; so 1t is but right that they should have defence. Of this 
sort of warfare, there is quite enough in this hall. I donot com. 
plain ofthis; but Ido desire not to be understood as supporting 
or opposing a measure because Proposed by one or the other of 
the great parties. . , ze y 

I was electe:i by a political party in opposition to the Admi- 
nistration. I am myselfin the Opposition. The obligations I 
owe to my constituenta, as well as my own convictions of duty to 
the country, place me in the Opposition. ‘There Texpect to re- 
main. But sir, the opposition of the Siate R ights party of 
Georgia and uf myself, by them elected, is not capricious, but 
founded on principle; and whenever the measures of the Admi- 
nistration are in accordance with those principles by which that 
great and honest party regulate their political conduet, the op. 

ition ceases. Is this, sir, a sufficient definition of a position? 
k is certainly explicit. To use the quaint language of a South: 
ern editor, is this “the indefinite definition of the juttings and 
boundings of one’s political nothing’ —that is, One’s position? 
These definitions are often necessary in this day, for a political 
position is an exceedingly variable thing. Politicians do not 
often stand long enough in the same place to create a Position, 
itions) are intangible, optical illusions, which cheat 
They remind me of an aagle of the river Potomac, 
it, which seems to be, but vanishes ag you 
approach it, existing only in the illusion created by light and 


The name of Mr. Crawford has been quoted against this bill. 
This is a name, sir, which I delight to honor, I revere the me- 
mory of that transcendentiy great man—gregt in mind and in in- 
tegrity. “Magnum virei venerabile nomen.” I thank the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Tompson] for the deserv- 
ed tribute which he was pleased to bestow upon Mr. Crawford. 
It is even true, as he said, that take him ail in all, he has had no 
superior since Washingtondied. He Wasa just exponentof State 
Rights principles—steady, practical, and sound. His Policy was 
to hold the Government strictly to its conceded powers, whilst 
he frittered not away the doctrines he professed hy unmeaning 
abstractions and metaphysical refinements, calculated only to 
bring them into contempt and ridicule. But the authority of 
Mr. Crawford is only to the expediency of this mode of raisin 
money. He did not raise to it any Constitutional objection; and 
this is the objection upon which resistance to it is now predica- 
ted. He believed the power liable to abuse, being easy of exer- 
cise, seductive, and therefore most likely to he resorted to. But 
when the citcummances: ofthe- € ~ 
auch as we know do now exist, it is by no means ceriain that 
Mr. Crawford himself, if living, 


exigency justifiew the uge of the power, 
day, it should be abused, why, let the blame of that abuse Test 


conceded that these netes will at once subserve the Purpose of 
j agency, can be had, without 
or that they will themselves sub- 
being made receivable in Govern- 
ment dues, By a few days’ delay, we are told, and no one has 
Qnestioned the statement, the ‘Treasury will be exhausted, 
and the Government and the nation will be dishonored. I can- 
not see the national credit Prostrated, or in danger of it, without 
coming tothe rescue. The distress of the country has fallen 
also upon the Government. It ig upon the verge of bank- 
ruptcy. It bas even been stated in debate, with what truth I 
do not know, that the bills of the Department are even now un- 
der protest. Now, sir, the Governmentis the representative of 
the rof sixteen millions of „People, and of the dignity of 
twenty-six sovereign States. It ia no small matter to have this 


serve the uses of money, 


honor sullied and this dignity impaired, _ 
I will not stop to inquire what improvidence, what want of 
forecast, what false > or error of practice has broughtall 


this about.. The inquiry, though, sir, ought, at a suitable time, 
and I trust will be made. I will not stay to ask the reason of 
this state of thi but, with filial alacrity, hasten to the relief 
of the great ofthe States. Itherefore conclude that cause 
enough now existaeven for the use ofa power which is liable 
to ahuse. The only objection which I have to my colleague’g 
{Mr. Kina] amendment is, that the relief it will afford cannot 
be so immediate, or 20 certain, and that a loan upon his plan 
Would be fora longer tims than I should like to see the credit 
of the Government extended, I myst confess, too, Mr, Chair- 
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man, that, having satisfied myself that the Government can 
borrow money through the agency of such noies as this bill pro- 


poses to issue, constitutional! 
Government that power. Be 


Yı I am willing to assert for the 
cause, sir, believing, as I do, that 


it hasno power to incorporate a bank, and seeing no prospect, 
even ifit were desirable, so to amend the Constitution as to con- 


fer it, I know of no means le 
war, to raise money, but th 
looked into this question, sir, 
grows out of the present, 
volved in it. 


ftto the Government, in times of 
tough this very agency. I have 
with more interest than that which 


The destinies of the future are in- 


I would gealy prefer, instead of voting suppliesin this or 


any other form, to retrench 


andcut down the expenditures 


with the receipts of revenue accruing from the ordinary sources, 
and will go with any party in arresting those enormous appro- 
priations which require high duties, and thoae high tariffs 


which in turn justify large aj 


ditures reproduce each other. 
ments constitute the leading 


»propriations. Tariffs and expen- 
High tariffsand vast disburse- 
policy of many of those gentle- 


men who have such troublesome qualms about the constitu- 


ssanality of th's bill. 


Some efforts at retrenchment have been 


made during this session, but so feeble and ill directed as to 


amount to nothing. 
of one officer five hundred d 
F voted, because I believe 
ficers. 


Gentlemen have reduced the 


the salar 
witars; a reduction against whic 
that fair salaries make good of- 


The game was nct worth the’ chase. This was running 


down hares when lions and tigers were in the jungle. 


tlemen will refuse appropr: 
for harbors, rivers, and canal 
the necessity and 


f If gen- 
iations for the Cumberland road, 
s, I will gladly go with them. But 


principle of retrenchment do not require the 


rejection of this bill, for this reason, that the money now sought 
to be raised is to discharge existing obligations, from which 
there is no escape. Retrenchment must be Prospective. 

I understood thegentleman from New Y. rk, (Mr. VANDER- 
POEL,) who advocated this bill, to deny that it was a loan, and 
todeny that it created a debt. Not only did he deny that 


these notes, when issued, wo 
colleague for, as he charged 
tional debt. This is strang 
correct understanding of the 
tion is fora direct loan; 
then, as I believe, 
debts. The moment these 
redeem them is perfect; 
how they are redeemable, 


uldcreate a debt, but rebuked my 
by his amendment, creating a na- 
e disingenuousness, or a want of 
subject. My colleague's proposi- 


this also isa loan, and if not a loan, 
wholly unconstitutional. 


Both are 


notes are issued, the obligation to 
and is not that debt? It matters net 
whether in specie or by receipt into 


the Treasury as money; they are still the evidence of indebted. 


ness, 


It seems to me that when that gentleman denied that the 
Issue of Trea-ury notes was a loan, he 


abandoned the only 


ground upon upon which it can be justified. 


And now, sir, 
rubbish which almost hid it 
fair inspection, 


having removed from around this bill the 


from view, and brought it out to 


I will address myself to the inquiry into its 


constitutionality. In this inquiry the guides I propose to my- 


self are the canons of State Rights politics. 

I hold to those principles which are 
part of American politicians; 
some, and sneered at by many— principles which 
rought into disrepute moreby the inconsistent piac- 


school, 
the greater 
derstvod b 
have been 


I belong to that 


which are not un- 


tice of those who profess them than by any other cause. At 


the basis of that system of p 


Olitics is the truth so plainly ex- 


pressed in the Constitution, viz: “The powers not delegated to 


the United States b 


the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 


States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.” 
The United States can exercise no powers that are notdelegat- 


ed. Allother powers, unless 


prohibited to the States, belong to 


them respectively, or to the people. When seeking for a power, 


therefore, it is indispensable to find the express 


would scarcely be necessary 
cesza! 


with that power also given. 


and proper” to carry 


grant. It 
for me to say that all power “ne- 
into effect a delegated power is 
It is not enough for him who 


claims the power te show that it is not Prohibited; for, by the 


clause which I have quoted, 


auch es 


all undelegated power, except 
ta.the States or the people. Now, 


langa 
there are powers which belong neither to the States nor to the 
Government, and they are such as are not delegated to the lat- 
ter, and are pronibited to the former. They lie in abeyance, 


dormant, in t. 


e sovereign mass, the people of the States respec- 


tively, Among these is the power to “emit bills of cre- 


dit.” 


once, 
to emit bilis of credit. 
tend thatthe power to issue 
wer “to borrow money on the credit of the Uni- 
o establish this position, it will be necessary to 


that 
I 1I con- 
Treasury notes is embraced in 


or, rather concede, 


show that the notes proposed to be issued are not bills of credit; 


if they are not, then they are 
the operation isa loan, 
My colleague, (Mr. Kina, 


but the evidences of a debt, and 


} and all who have followed him, 


ave sought to establish the unconstitutionality of Treasury 


note: 
lish 


circulate paper money, and 
“bills of credit.” 


upon the authority of the Madison Papers, recently pub- 
+and he has invoked to his aid the name 
great and virtuous man, (Mr. Madison.) Mr. 
authority was necessary to prove that Congress has not the 
power to “emit bills of credit,” 
among those that are delegated. 
that the Madison Papers prove nothing more than that a power 
to “emit bills on the credit of the United States,” 


Now, sir, I think it is manifest that the Convention intended 
What wasthe power sought to be conferred by 
ose Who were for this amendment, and to be denied by those 
who were against it? It was obviously a power to ma 


e and 


that, and that only, is meant by 


The evil dreaded was a continuous power of 


issuing bills upon the credit of thé‘ United States, witha view to 


circulation, and to answer the pu 


rposes of currency. This is 


proven by the language and arguments used by the members of 


the Convention at the time. 


adison, who seems, at first, 
rike out, said: “Will it not be suf- 


ficient to prohibit making them [bills] a tender?’—looking 
Plainly oa money-creating power. — 


Mr. M: 


repudiated by’ 
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that of borrowing.” Mr. Gorham voted for striking out. and 
his authority is directly in support of the pesition which I as. 
sume, to wit, that the power of Issuing noies 13 involved in Wat 
of borrowing. Gouverneur Mortis remarked, “Striking out 
the words will leave room s'ill for notes of a res onsible minis- 
ter, which will do all the good without the mischief, The mo. 
neyed interest will oppese ihs plan of Government, if paper 
emissions be no: prohibited.” The authority of this eminent 
financier proves two things, viz: that paper emissions was the 
evil guarded against; andthat if the words "ang emit bills,” 
&c. were stricken ont, still there was room for the notes of the 
money officer of the Government. Mr. Mercer “was a friend 
to paper money; he was consequently opposed (oa prohibition 
of itaitogether.” Mr. Elsworth “thought thisa favorable op- 
portunity to shut and bar the door agains! paper money.” Mr, 
Randolph, notwithstanding hisantipathy to paper money, could 
not agree to strike out, &c. Thus you see, Mr. Chairman, that 
the members of the Convention un‘lerstood “bills of credit” to 
mean paper money, and that the power denied was a power to 
emit paper money. 

There is a note to the Madison Papers made, as stated by the 
member from New York, (Mr. VANDERPOEL,} by ibe gene- 
man who superintended their Publication, upon the au hority 
of a manuscript of Mr. Madison himself, in these words, viz: 
“This vote in the affirmative of Virginia was occasioned by the 
acquiescence of Mr. Madison, who became satisfied that strik- 
ing out the words would not disab’e the Government trom the 
use of public notes, as far as they could be safe and proper, 
and weuldonly cut off the pretext for a Paper currency, and 
particularly for making the bills a tender either for public or 
private debis.” I claim, therefore, the name of Mr. Madison 
as authority forall I have yet assumed in this argument, and 
will only add that Treasury noes during the last war, under his 
administration, were issued to a large amount, without being 
by hirn, so far as I know or believe, questioned. 

It is assumed, however, that these notes are bills of credit, 
cr paper money in that sense in which those who framed the 
Constitution understood thoze terms. If this assumption be 
correct, then the argument is at an end; for, in that event, I 
am very clear there is no power in Congress to pass this Jaw. 
If it be incorrect, the argument also terminates; for, in that 
event, there remains, as I have shown, no further objection to 
the exercise of the power. Thie, therefore, is the only issue 
remaining for elucidation. The phrase “bills of credit” admits 
of a variety of meanings. Ithas a meaning peculiar to com- 
mercial men, and may signify all negotiable paper payable ata 
future day. So it may mean, in one sense, any evidence of a 
debt due by the Government and redeemable at a future day; 
but, as used in the Constitntion, it has @ monetary meaning 
different from both of these. It is obviously designed to ex- 
press money, as used generally, and intended for circulation in 
paper form. 

I take it for granted that the power, which we admit is not 
given the Government to emit bills of credit, is the same with 
that in those words prohibited to the States. Now, as to what 
is a bill of credit when issued by a State, we have the opinion 
of the Supreme Court in the case of Craig et al. vs. the State 
of Missouri. The Court, in this case, holds the following lan- 

uage : A 
= “The word emit is*never employed in describing those con- 
tracts by which a State binds itself to pay money at a future 
day for services actually received, or for money loaned for pre- 
sent use; nor are instruments executed for such purpose, in 
common language, denominated bills of credit. To emit billa 
of credit conveys to the mind the idea of issuing paper intended 
to circulate through the community for its ordinary purposes 
as money.” See 4 Peters’s Reporta, 431. 

Now, sir, let us see what are the Trensury notes to be issued 
by this bill—what are their distinguishing characteristics, and 
determine whether, accarding to the opinion of the Supreme 
Court, they are or not “bills of credit.” Let ussee whether “they 
are paper intended to circulate through the community for its 
ordinary purpose ar money.” And let ua see, also, whether 
they are not the mere evidences of a debt— instruments executed 
as evidence of a contract for money loaned for present use. The 
bill before the committee receives the act of 1837, and to that we 
refer for the character of the notes. 

Now, sir, Icontend that they are not intended to circulate as 
money, first, because they are not, asbills are, redeemab'e on 
demand, nor can they circulate beyond the limited period of 
ume; and an indefinite period of circulation is one of the dis- 
tinguishing features of money; that is, it may, and itis general. 
ly desired that it shall circulate for an Unlimited period. Now, 
these notes are redeemable at the time fixed in the act by virtue 
ofwhich they are issued. It is provided in the second section 
of the act of 137 that the said Treasury notes authorized to be je- 
sued by the first section of this act shal! be reimbursed and re- 
deemed by the United States at the Treasury thereof after the 
expiration of one year from the dates of said notes, respectively. 
It was urged by my colleague that the amount remaining out at 
the end of one year, the time at which the present bill expires 
by its own limitation, would remain out, and go fu:ly into the 
circulation. The answer to this is, that, if they arenot pre- 
sented for redemption, upon notice from the Secretary of the 
Treasury to that effect. they no longer bea. in terest, and would, 
therefore, be subjected toat least a depreciation to the amount 
of interest they bear. ‘this would doubtless eend them home 
for redemption, and would Operate as a preventiveto their 
circulation. 

Secondly. Because they bear interest, 
characteristic feature of bills designed to circulate. Bills of 


do not bear interest, whilst those who use them, the commu: 
nity at large, pay interest. for that use. Butthis bill charges 
the Government with interest upon the notes she may issue, 
thus placing her in the position of a borrower at an estab- 
lished rateofinterest. Is not this, Mr. Chairman, the truth of 
the case? Is not the Government a berrower by placing her 
notes in the market to be vended for their principal with in- 
terest? Is this any thing more than borrowing money by the 
J it, and are these bills any thing more than the 
written undertaking of the Government to refund at a, ime 
certain the money raised by their instrumentality? 

Say that these notes are paid out in discharge of existing 
obligations, still it does pot vary the case, for, in that event, it 
is but an extension of the credit of the Government for a 
benefit already realized, or money heretofore received. The 
Process proposed in the bill is analogous to that known to . 
every shopkeeper, by which money is borrowed from banks or 
capitalists upon accommodation paper, It is not less a loan 
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because the note which attests the obligation of the borrower 
to pay may be negotiable; nor isit the le:s aloan because 
it Lie te the receiptof no new fund, but continues the use 
of a tund already received. Are such notes, when issued by 
ind:viduale, money in any fair sense of that word? If they are 
not then are not these notes money? 

‘The fact that these n tes do bear interest not only proves 
tha: they are not des gned to circulate, but also restraize their 
cicculaiion, for the reason that, if they bear an interest equal 
to the vaiue of money, they will be taken and held by banks 
or capitalisis upon permanent investment. To make them 
bear interest beyond all question, I propose, Mr. Chairman, 
before I taže my seat, to offer an amendment, by way of pro- 
viao, to the last section of the bill, which is inthe words: 

“ Provided, That the notes proposed to be issued by virtue of 
this bill shall bear interest of not less than two, nor more than 
six pei cent. per annum, at the discretion of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, with the approbation of the President.” 

(Me. Evans, of Maine, here remarked that such proviso 
would be unnecessary, asthe notes wcre made to bear Interest 
alreasly by the ret.) 

k is true, Mr. Chairman, that by the act they must bear some 
interest, but it may be barely nomina!—the act providing that 
they shall bear interest not exceeding per cent. at the discre- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury. Now my desire is by 
this amendment to require them to bear as much as 2 per ceni. 
interest. 

Again, sir, they are not bills of credit, or money, because 
they are not payable to bearer, and negotiable by delivery; and 
this is one of the attributes, if I may so speak, of all paper de- 
signed to circulate as money. On the contrary, their negotia- 
bility is restrained to some extentat least by their being tracs- 
ferablo by assignment endorsed upon them. In section Sth of 
the act of 1337 I: was enacted: . 

“That the said Treasu:y notes shall be transferable by delive- 
ry, and assizaments endursed thereon, by the person to whose 
phar the sa ne shall, on the face therevt, have been made pay- 

e. 

The holders of these bills, under my construction of this 
clanse, derive no title, but by an assignment thereon from all 
who have been prior holders, and thus certainly their circulat- 
ibg quality is limited, if not wholly restiained. I am aware 
that others place a different construction upon this section, 
caiming that under it they can be endorsed in blank by the 
payes ard will, of course, circulate cf erwards by delivery. 

ut such I do not hold to be the fair construction. ® 

These notes are not made a tender—could not be made a 
tender. There is no obligation, statutory or otherwise, upon 
any Government creditor to receive them. They are receiva- 
ble in payment of dues to the Government; but does that make 
them money? What is that but the extinguishment of tha 
debta of the Government by cff-eetting debts due to it? So far 
as they are to circulate at all, that circulation is between the 
Government itself, its ebtors, and creditors. Their circulation 
is incidental only. They are not based upon the mere faith of 
the Government, because the act itself sets apart the unappro- 

riated funde which may be in the Treasuy at the time of their 
maturity for their redemption. f 

All there things show that they are not money designed to cir. 
culate. Well,sir, what arethey? In the language of the court 
before quoted, they are “contracts by which a State binds itself 


to pay money ata future day for money loaned for present : 


By the letter of the Constitution, Congress has power to bor- 
Tow money—upon this delegation I rest the matter. And how, 
sir, borrow money? Why, in the language of the Constitution, 
“upon the credit of the United States.” It is wholly incompre- 
hensible to me how money can be borrowed without the use 
of credit. It is also wholly mutnitelligible how credit can be 
aed without some scribe or instrument, as the evidence of the 
contract of borrowing. Now, if the objection be good to Trea- 
eury notes, it seemsto me itis equally good against State stock, 
or Government scrip, or any thing whichis he evidence of a 
loan, and that it does, in fact, make the power to torrow money 


wholly nugatory. 


“Mr. HapgrsHan subsequently offered an amendment, re- 
quiring that the notes be negotiable by special endorsement 
oniy, and subject to the same rules and restrictions as inland Lil!s 


of exchange, without liability to = rs. g : 
a 
ra 


SPEECH OF MR. J.'€. ALFORD, 


OF GEORGIA, - 


Iwill not evade the question. Jf my friend from South 
Caroiina (Mc. Trompson) does not intend by his proposition 
toreject the reception, | will offer en amendment that shall 
bing the quesizo.: directly befure the House, and compel this 
budy to decide whether they will or will not receive these 
pentions. The gentleman signifies his intention isto refuse to 


Teteive these petitions; such was my opinion of the object of ; 


the resulutions, and under that view of the question I eupport 
the amendment. 

I wili meet this question at once on what its friends are 
Pleazcd to call in this debate high constitutional groun Is. Con- 
greas has no cons:itutional aight or power to receive these 
Abolition peutions; and let me say to gentleman, in all truth 
anl sincerity, that if they decide, in viotation of that sacred 
ivetrument, that they shal! bo received, I will say to my con- 
Situents from my heat and soul that they have no longer any 
we fortais Union. lt will then be to them an engine of the 
Tost diabolical opprersion. Jam ready to cay this tœ them 
whenever geni'einan are realy to decile the question in favor 
ofreception, I place the issue on their reception, and will 
proceed w demonstrate, oa constitutional principles, that Cor- 
€ieas has no righi to receive, to consider, lu report upon, of to 
gant the prayer of these peitions. 

What isthe vlject of these petitions? What do they pray 
for! Sams of them gato abolish slavery andthe slave trade 
in the District of Columbia; some to abolish it inthe Territo- 
ties, and some in the States; andseme prey that no new State 
shall be admitted into the Union if the Constitution authorize 
the institution oʻ alavery. It isin this broad sense Fam about ty 
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consider the proposi:ion. What saysthe Constitution? Let 
us look to that. I have not come here to appeal to the North 
the East, or the West, as men, to protect our rights. I appeal 
tono men, or set of men—to no party, Whig or Democrat—but 
I plant myself npon the Constitution of my country, the only 
basis upon which I am willingto stand. “Were it not for thia 
Constitution, I would advise my constituents to go back to first 
principles; were it not for the protection guarantied to them by 
this Constitution to enjoy their rights of property, as well as 
their private and poliutal rights, should tell them to protect 
themselves with their own strong arm. And if gentlemen 
doubt our ability to do so, letthem look at this rieht arm of 
mine. But we have this Constitution, and gentlemen say they 
claim the right te present and consider these petitions under 
that clause which provides that “Congress shal! make no Jaw 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; orabridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right ofthe people peaceably to assemble, and to 
Petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” | will 
hot say that one man cannot petition as well as another, but 
I do mean to say that every one must petition for his own 


grievance; and I contend that slavery is no grievance. And if 


it were, it is no grievance of these petitioners, living as they do 
in States where slavery is not tolerated by law. Each State of 
the Unien has a Constitution of its own; andin the Southern 
States slavery isauthorized by law. Mach State legislates 
for its own peopl ; and the peopla ofour State have no interest 
in or right to control the legislation of another Siate, in regard 
to this question especially. 

The right of property held by the master in his servant in 
Georgia, according to the laws of Georgia, can be no griev- 
ance to the citizen of Maine; nor is there any thing repugnant 
to this right of property in slaves in the Constitution of the 
United Siates, but, on the contrary, the Constitution of the 
United States fuily recognises this right of property in slaves, 
by just and ample provisions for the protection of our people in 
their domestic tranquillity. And, to insure the blessings of the 
relative condition of master and servant tous and our posterity, 
the framers of that instrument inserted a clause which autho- 
rized the importation of slavesin this country for many years 
after its adoption. Let the Constitution speak for itself: 

“The migrativn or importation of such persons as any of the 
States now existing shall think proper to admit ghali not be 
prohibited by the Congress prior to the year eighteen hundred 
and eight; but a tax of duty may be imposed on such importa- 
tion, not exceeding ten dollars for each person.” 

Thus it seems the Constitution contemplates the existence of 
slavery in the States through all time; and who now can eay in 
truth that it wasever contemplated by the framers of the Con- 
stitution that the people of any part of this Confederacy—the 
ladies of the North—would send to Congress petitions to inter- 
fere withour domestic tranquillity—to interfere with our right 
of property, and claim that privilege ofintermeddling ia other 
people’s business upon the ground that our lawful and constitu- 
tional rights area grievance to them? The absurdity of re- 
ceiving these petitions is obvioustoall. To me the proposi- 
tion seems to violate all the principles of constitutional Jaw 
as well as every sentiment of humanity and religion. This 
question can only be the legitimate subject of discussion 
among the slaveholling people themselves. The General 
Government has no power, by the Constitution, over the sub- 
ject. To receive these petitions would imply the power to 
grant their pravers, Congress has no such power. Hence 
the absurdity of their reception. 

Not only did our father provide for our domestic tranquillity 
— not only did they authorize the importation of slaves into 
the States—but, knowing as they did, and believing as they 
musthave believed, from the facts and circumstances of the 
timesin which they lived, that the happiness of our people, 
their security, andthe perpetuity.of our Union, depended upon 
the preservation of the institutions of the South as they found 
them when they formedthe Constitution ofthe United States, 
they, with that patriotism and wisdom which distinguished 
them above all other men who lived before them or will live 
after them, incorporated into that Constitution a clause declar- 
ing that three-fifths of this property shall be represented in the 
Congress of the United States. 

What would the honorable gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. GRancer,} with all his knowledge of the Constitutien and 
with his ability in argument in favor ofthe right of petition on 
this question, think of a petition sent here from citizens of the 
South, praying that Congress would abolish the right of re- 
presentation in New York, the Empire State, and, if the gentle- 
man please, in hisown dis'rici? Yes, sir, what would -he say 
if the ladies of the South were to petition Congress to infringe 
the right of representation in New York, to diminish the num- 
ber of their Representatives, and disfranchise his constituents? 
I cannot foretell the kind or power of the resistance the dis- 
tinguished gentleman would offer tosuch a palpable abuse of 
the right of petition, and such a violent infraction of constitu- 
tionallaw. Yeteuch is the course pursued towards the South, 
and the arguments of the gentlemen on this floor justify it, 
and amongst these champions of the right ef petition in this 
sense is to be found the honorable gentleman himself. _ 

As I sat out to defend the interest of my constituents on con- 
stitutional principles, and as 1 declared in the outset that F 
would risk every thing with the Cons‘itution, let us re d it 
again, aud sce ifitis not truly the ark of our political salvation. 

“Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned 
among the several S:ates which may be included within this 
Union, accoiding to their respective nunibers, which shall be 
deiermined by adding tothe whole number of free persone, in- 
cluding those bound to service for a term of years, and. ex- 
cluding Indians not taxed, three fifths c “all other persons.” © 

The abulition ofslavery would therefore, reduce the number 
of Representatives from the South toa very great extent, and 
would beacenial ofthe right of representation, a positive in- 
fraction of the right of representatioh authorized by the Con- 
stitution of the United States, exactly in proportion tothe num- 
ber of slaves represented upon this floor. f . 

Geat'emen complain that, by reagon of this representation 
ofelaves, the Southhas 2 preponderance in the political scale. 
Is this iha reason that they favor Abolition? 
they vore to receive (hese petitions? If so, they seek to tob us 


of our coastitutioral measures; and the enly means Jeft us to |! 
escape the co-sequences of such a measure would be to go í 


over to Mr. Van Buren’s principles, and advocate the right of free 
negro suffrage; a measure which J detest, and one which my 
constituents will never submit to. . i 
Task again, is it right to receive petitions here which strike at 
the very foundation of Federal representation? which go to dis. 


Ia this the reason į 
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solve the body politic by an infringement ofthe high privi 
expressly secured to the South inthe Conatitution? prr 

This principle of representation has been held eacred by the 
people of this country from the adoption of the Constitution, 
and by none more cherished than by the freemen of Georgia. 

The history of Georgia politics places this right of repre- 
sentation in a strong point of view. But reference to the 
Journals of this House, there may be found a bold and eloquent 
argument in the case of Jackson against Wayne, made by 
James Jackson, of Georgia, a hero of the Revolution, and the 
father of the Republican party in Georgia, in favor of this 
sacred constitutional right of representation. 

I cannot recurtoa name soilluetrious, to aman who fought 
£0 long andso valorous for freedom, to a Whigof the Revdu. 
tion, without remembering one of the most Prominent Causes 
of that Revolution—a denial by the mother country of theright 
of representation; and shall we be jess tenacious of the right 
than our fathers? Shall we surrender to a few fanatica, urged 
forwarded by an unholy zeal, a principle whichour fathers 
refused to surrender so the arms of Europe, and maintained at 
the cannon’s mouth? Never,] hope. God forbid it. 

The member from Vermont [Mr. SLADE] made one admission 
which is fatal to his Abolition doctrines—his right of petition. 
He says there are some things it would not be proper to petition 
for. One or his cases is, that it weuld be improper to petition 
this body to hang an Abolitionist. 1 doubt not the gentlemen 
had some forebodings of what his fate might be if he were to 
carry his principles into practical operation; in throwing this 
shield around himself, he has conceded the whole ground. And 
let me ask the gentleman 1f it would be less lawful or religious 
to hang him up to one of these pillars until he was dead, dead, 
than it would be to arm an incendiary with a torch in one hand 
and a dagger in the other, to burn my house and murder my fa- 
mily. Yet such is the criminal denunciation of some of these 
petitioners, They have had the madness to say that if the 
cannot abolish slavery by law, they will do it with the sword, 
or, what is worse, they send incendiary pamphlets into our 
county, to excite our slaves to deeds of insurrectionary war- 
are. 

Mr. Speaker, three years ago about this time, I met the honor- 
able gentleman (Mr. GRANGER) on this floor, and when I at- 
tempted to reply te his defence of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr. Apams,) I was gagged down with the previous 
question, The gentleman, if I remember right, asked us to let 
them fight our battles at the North. 

(Mr. Grancer denied he had ever claimed to fight the battles 
of the South } 

Mr. ALForp said, I am glad of it. I would not trust him or 
any Northern man to fight our battles with the Abolittonists 
alone. Let those who would fight for us there, fight with us 
here. But I fear they are all Whigs, all Democrats on this sub- 
ject at home; all against slavery in the abstract. The South has 
been gulled long enough with this right of petition so sacred to 
the honorable gentleman. Of one thing I am certain: he said 
then, as he says now, that the North has rights and dare main- 
tainthem. The acceptation of these petitions under that clause 
of the Constitution already alluded to, which secures the right of 
petition for the redress of grievances, is not one of those rights 
to which his declaration applied. He should maintain no such 
a right. What are we to understand by this threat, that the 
North “has rights and dare maintain them?’ We are to be 
taught, I suppose, that under the authority to petition Congress - 
fora redress of their grievances, they wil] enforce upon us a re- 
ception of Abolition petitione, and trample under their feet our 
rights of property and representation both. — B3 

They charge us with having mixed the right of petition with 
the question of Abolition, and say that they will dare maintain 
that right, although they admit that they cannot abolish slavery 

at all, so long as the Constitution is in force. If they have no 
right to abolish slavery atall, what right have they to trouble 
Congress with these petitions? The argument is absurd on the 
face of it. What means this declaration, this threat, that they 
dare to do such deeds? Does the gentleman intend to carry this 
measure by force of arms! Are we to be swept away by the 
power of the Norih as the besom of destruction? Is the South 
to fall by force, without resistance? | oe 

I cannot contemplate the possibility of i ie entertaining 
these doctrines without feelings of horror. If ever this power 
is once carried out effectually, it will raise a fire of discord, it 
will light the torch of civil war, and the consuming element will 
sweep over this nation as the tempest sweeps over the ocean, 
as the ocean sweeps over the earth when driven by the fury of 
the warring elements. Before the howling of the tempest shall 
hush, and the fire of war blast out, the last son of the South shall 
perish a martyr to out constitutional rights. 

Mr. Speaker, I have now in my eye the honorable gentleman 
from New York who did say three years ago (when, Democrat 
as he is, he etood by his colleague, Whig as he is, in defence of 
Mr ADAMS) that the South should let the battle be fought at the 
North. 

(Mr. VanpERPOEL inquired if Mr. AuForp alluded to him.) 

Mr. ALFORD said, I allude to the leader of the Administration 
forces in this House, to him who leade with a whip, te the gen- 
tleman who represents Kinderhook—it is unparliamentary to 
cal! members by name—I allude to him who, when New Jersey 
was stricken from the roll of states, stood upin this floor and 
thanked God that the voice of Democracy was triumphant in 
this Mouse; that the voice of the Democratic party in New Jer- 
sey had been heard in this Hali. es, Mr. Speaker, the voice 
of Democracy has been heard, and the gentleman rejoices at the 
fact, and speaks of regenerated States. That voice of Demo- 
cracy which hails from New Jersey is not the voice of her peo» 
ple, but it is the voice of aliens carted about by Van Buren men 
to raise the hue-and-cry of modern Democracy, of O’Connell - 
Democracy. Yes, sir, to raise a tumultuous shout of alien, 
O’Conneit, Democratic triumph over the native citizens an 


i legal voters of a gallant State. speaking as they did in favor of 
j the Opposition cause by their own people through the medium 


of acoustitutional Government. But, sir, the voice of the sons 


New Jersey cannot prevail; right yields to force, and the 
itaat K is densa by a wild and disorderly shout of the 
mob, which is called here the voice of Democracy—a voice 
that comes from the land of O’Connell, that breaks upon the 
shores of New Jersey, that rings through the spell-bound re. 
giona of the “enchanted mountains,” that wakes up the drowsy 
luhabitants of “Sleepy Hellow,” and they wo hail the triumph 
of this cause of regenerating Democracy, and join the shout of 
that Democracy, echoed here by the “Header” of ‘the party” in 


STE VA NDEREOET. asked Mr. Aroro to yield for an expla. 
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Mr. ALFuRD said, after I am dono, 1 found it too hard to get 
the flvor to give it up. Teannoet let go my grip until I have said 
what have to say. 1 ¢an tell the geatleman that, unless Lam 
mistaken in the signe of the times, this modern Democracy will 
goon come to an ead. 'I his Van Buren-Cathouan-Bentonian- 
Buchanan Democracy will blow np at the end of Mr: Van Bue 
ren’s eight years it he is re elected, L “guess? — 

The SPRAKBR interposed, and Mr. ALrorp said, sit still, Mr. 
Speaker, I witl go back to argument. , 

Lhold in my hand the most eloquent and conclusive arsu- 
ment in favor of the constitutional rights of the South on this 
questioa of slavery. and againgt the course pursued by these 
fanatics, I have seen of real; and what is astenishins tu all 
lovers of truth and justice, it is the very speech of William 
Ufenry Hartison, from which gurbled extracts have been made 
to provg him an Abotitionist, and tor which he has been doumel 
ta encounter the united opposition of the whole South; and 


this same speech is now publish.d in the Emancipator, under- 


R long editorial denunciation of General Harrison as an anti- 
Abolitionist, and declaring that no Abolitionist can support him 
for the Presidency, because he gues with the South. And I 
am happy, sir, that whitet T use his speech to prove the nuti 
of my position, Tam butdoing anactef justice to a statesman 
sand apatriot, a friendof the Sewh, who has been misyepre- 
eented and belied. Let not gentlemen suppese that I an 
about to become the advecaic of General Harrison for the 
Presidency. Georgia stands on neutral ground, We have a 
man of ourown—the immortal Troup—who i: better qualified 
to adininieter the Government, in my opinion, than Harrison 
and Van Buren both put together. T ge tor Troup, sir; but 
ìr ever he is out of the queation. } have a visht to enjoy my 
own opinion as between the other iwo: and T am wiltiag to 
judge them by their own acts, | ud Choose between them upon 
their principlesin regard to this very question. 4 , 
I will now give Gen. Harrison's views as authority on this 
estion. Hear them 
r aciifroni remarks of General Wiliam Henry Har- 


rison, ut the public dinner gicen hin by the vitiiens of ii 


Vincennes, Indiunu, on the Wie May, 1235. 
“i have now, fellow-citizeus, a Tew words more to gay to you 
on another subdjeci; and which is, ju my opinon, of more im- 
ance then any other that is now in the course of discussion 
inany part of the Union, 1 alinde to the sacietier which have 
been formed, and the moveincutg of ceria individuals in come 
af the States in relation to a porion ot the population in others. 
"The conduct of these persons ix the more dangerus, bocauer: 
the object is masked wider the garb of disinterestediuess and re- 


nevoleace, and the course viadicated by arzunients and pro- =! 


itions which inthe abstract no one cana deny. But however 
faecinating may be the dreas with which their schemes are 
resented to their fellow-cititizens; with whatever purity of 
intention they may have been formed and sustained, they will 
tej found to carry in their train mischief tothe whole Union, 
and horrors to a large portion of it, which itis probable aome 
of the projectors and many of their supportere hive never 
thought of; the latter, the first in the series of evils, which are 
to spring from this source, are such as you have read of to have 
been perpetrated on the fair plains of Ital and Gaul by the 
Scythian hordes of Attila and Alaric,and auch as most of youap- 
prehended on that memorable night, when the tomahawks and 
war clubs of the followers of Tecumseh were rattling in your su- 
burbs. I regard not the disavowals ofany such intention upon the 
rtof the authors of these schemes, since, upon the examina- 
tion of the publications which have been made, they will be 
found tocontain every fact and every argument which woukl 
have been usedif such had been their objects. Tam certain 
that there is not in this assembly one of these deluded men, and 
that thereess idsi 


fene.wiulein the bono f the State. If there are 
any, I would earnesdy entreat them 6 Tornear; te pause n-their 


? 

career, and deliberately consider the consequences of their cor- 
duct to the whole Union, tothe States more immediately inte- 
rested, and to those for whose benefit they profess to act, That 
the latter will be the victimsof the weak, injudicious, presump- 
tous, and unconstitutions! etiuris to secure them, a thorough 
examination of the subject muat convince them. The strug- 
gle (and struggle there must be) may commence with horrors 
nuch as Ihave described, but it will end with more firmly ri- 
veting the chains, or in the utter extirpation of those whose 
cause they advocate. Am I wrong. tellow-citizens, 1 applyi-g 
the terms. weak, presumptuous, and unconstitutional, to the 
measures of the emancipators? A slight exainination will, I 
think, show that iam not. Ina vindication of the objects of a 
convention which was lately held in one of the towns of Ohio, 
which I saw in a newspaper, it was said that nothing more was 
intended than ta produce a state of public feeling which would 
jead to an amendment of the Conetitution, authorizing the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the United States. Now, can an amendment 
ofthe Constitution be efieoted without the consent ofthe South- 
ern States? What then is the proposition to be submitted to 
them? Itisthia) The present provisions of the Constitution 
secure to Ppa the right (a right which you held before it was 
made, and which you have never given up) to manage your do- 
meatic concerns in your own way; but, as we are convinced 
that you do not manage them properly, we wantyou to put it 
in the hands of the Geneial Government, in the councils of 
which we have the majority, the contro] over these’ matters, the 
effect of which willbe virtually to tranfer the power from yours 
into other hands. Again, insome of the Statea, and in sections 
of others, the black population far exceeds that of the white. 
Some of the emancipators propose an immediate abolition. 
What is the proposition then as it regards those States and 
pes of States, but the alternative of amalgamation with the 
Jacks, or an exchange of situation with them? Is there any 
man of common sense who does not believe that the emancipa- 
ted blacks, being a majority, will not insist upon a full partici- 
pation of the political rights with the whites, and, when pos- 
seszed of thesc, that they will not contend ior a full share of the 
social rights also? What but the extremity of weakness and 
folly could induce any one to think that such propositions as 


these could be listened to by a people so intelligent as those of- 


the Southern States? Further, the emanecipators generally de- 
clare that it is their intention to effect their object (although 
their acta contradict the asseriion) by no other means than by 
convincing the slave holders that the immediate emancipation 
of the slaves is called fur both by moral obligation and sound po- 
licy. Anunfledged youth at the moment of his leaving Cin- 


deed, in many instances before he has left) his Theological Se- 


ininary, undertakes to give lectures upon morals to the coun- 
trymen of Wythe, Tucker, Pendleton, and Lowndes, and lessons 
af political wisdom to Riates whose affairs have s0 recent] 

heen directed by Jefferean and Madison, Macon and Crawford. 
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Te it poseible that instances of greater vanity and presumption 
cue be exhibited? 

“put the course pursued by the emancipators is unconstitu- 
tional. Tdonot say that there are any words jn the Ceastitu- 
tion which forbid such digcussions as they say they are engaged 
in. F know that there are not And there is even au ariiele 
which secures to the cituzensthe right to express awt publish 
their opinions without restriction. Butin the constuction ef 
the Constitution it is always necessary to refer to the circum: 
stances under which it was formed, aud to asvertain is ined 
ing by a comparison of its provisions with each other, and with 
the previous situation af the several States whe were parties to 
it. bya portion of these slavery was recognised, and thuy tuok 
care to have the right secured to them tu follow and reclaim 
such of them is were fugitives to other States, The laws uf 
Cougress passed under this power have provided punishment 
ty any Who shall oppose ur interrupt ihe exercise of this right. 
Now, can any one believe thatthe instrament which contains a 
provision of this kind, which authorizes a imaste to pursue his 
slave into another r tate, take him back, and promises a punish- 
went for anv citizen or citizens of that State who skeuld oppose 
him, shoul! at the same time authorize the latter to asscuble 
together, to pass resolutions and adopi addresses, nut only w cli 
courage the siavesto leave their masters, but to cut iheir throais 
before they do xo? LT insist that, if the citizens of the non- 
‘slaveholding States can avail themselves of the article of the 
Constitution which prohibits the restriction uf speech ur the 
press io publish any thing injurious to the rights of the elave. 
holding States, they cao goto the extreme that Ihave mentioned, 
and effec any thing further which writing or speaking could 
efluct. But, fellow citizens, these are nut the principles of the 
Constitution. Such a Constitution would cefeat oue of the 
great objects of ite rormation, which was that of securing the 

veace and harmony of the States which were parties to it. The 
iberty of xpecch and of the press were given as the tost ef 
fectual means to preserve to each and every ciizeu theit own 
vighes, and to the States the rights which appertained tu them 
at the time of its adoption. 

* Iscould never have been expected that it would be nest by 
the citizens of one portion of the States for the purpose of de 
priving those of another portion of the rights whieh they toel 
reset ved at the adoption of the Constitution, and in the exercise 
of which none but themselves have any concern or interest. UF 
slavery be an evil, Cand no one more readily ackuawiedzes it 
than Udo the evil is with them, [f there is gaittin it the 
euillis theis, not oora, since neither the Scares where it does 
not exiet nor the Government of the United Sates, can, without 
ustrpatinn of power and the violation of a solemn compact, do 
any thing to remove it, without the consent af those who are 
immediately interested. With that consent, there is notl a man 
in the whola worki who woul! more willingly contribute his aid 
to accomplish it than I would. If my vote could efect it, every 
eurplusdollar in the Treasury should be appropriated to that 
object. But they will neither ask for aid nor consent to be aid- 
ed so long as the illegal, persecuting, and dangerous movements 
are in progress of which 1 complain; the interest. of all con- 
cerned requires that these should be immediately stopped. This 
can only be donc by the force of public opinion, and that cannot 
too avon be brought inte operation. Every movement which is 
made by the Abolitionista n the non-slaveholding States is view- 
ed by our Southern brethern as an attack upon their rights, and 
which, if persisted in, must in the end eradicate those feelings 
of attachment and aflection between the citizens of all the 
States which wae produced by a community of interests and 
dangers in the war of the Revolutio., which was the foundation 
of our happy Union, and by a continuance of which it can alone 
be preserve. I entreat you then, fellow-citizens, to frown tpon 
the measures which are to produce results so much to be depre- 

Without entering into a Tul! detail of the merits cf the gentle- 
manat the head of this Government, ] turn to the supporters 
of the Administration, and ask them, if they please, to show me 
wherein the present Chief Magistrate of this Union ever hel! 
such language as this? Has he ever declared that the abolition 
of slavery woul! be unconstitutional? On the contrary, has he 
not declared and admitted that, with the lights hefore him, he 
could not say but that it might be abolished? Has he ever said 
that the “efforta’’ of these petitioners were “weak, injudicious, 
Presumptuors, and unconstitutional? Has he ever “entreated 
them to pause in their career?’ Noman can answer in the 
affirmative to these questiona for Martin Van Buren, with truth 
and sincerity. What has he said—what has he done? “Let us 
render unto Cæsar the things which are Cæsars.” In that great 
and truly alarming agitation of the question of s'avery as re- 
gards the State of Missouri, Mr. Van Buren proved, by his vote, 
that he was opposed to slavery; and not only that he was op- 
posed, but that he would refuse to admit a State into the Union 
rather than her people should judge and act for themselves in 
ihe question of slavery. He votedin the Legislature of New 
York to instruct an ultra Federalist (Rufus King) to refuse the 
admission of Missouri- into this Union if her Constitution recog- 
nised slavery. 1do not givethe wordsof the resolution, but the 
substance. : 

Where was old Tippecance at that vastly important crisis in 
curaffairs? Side hy side im this House with those that led the 
van in favorof slavery—side by side withthe Republicans of 
the South, he made a full and glorious sacrifice of himeclf for 
the people of Missouri. He voted to sustain her constitutional 
right of slavery, and was beaten out of Congress for the part he 
took in behalfof Southern interests and Southern institutions. 
Is the gentleman from Missouri in the House? Oh, Missouri! 
(Oh, Mizery!) What has Mr. Van Buren done for you? 

If Mr. Van Buren had done as much for us 43 General Har- 
rison, I would not hesitaie to marshal myselfin his ranks at 
once, as he now pretendsto beso much of a State rights man; 
but still I tear his measures. His message recommends strict 
economy, (good,) but he intimates very plainly that, after all 
the economy he recommends has been used by us, there will 
still be a deficit of revenue, and leaves us to infer, as I under- 
stand him, that more will be wanting. Tlow we ure to raise it 
under the plans in his rig without an ircrease of tariif 
duties, is not for me to say. The South may look out. I pass 
over many of his acts; and come down to his last publicact, by 
which he proves himself to be now what he was in early life— 
the constant, uncompromising enemy of Sonthern institutions. 
I mean his vote in regard to slavery in Florida. On every oc- 
casion where he has voted on the question of slavery, he has 
voted against it, : i ae 
: _. Fxtract from the Senate Journal. 

“The Senate reaumed, aw in Committee of the Whola, the 
consideration of the bill for the ee’ablichmert of a territoral go- 
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vernmert in Florida; and, the bill having been amended, it was 
reported to the House accordingly; and, 

“On the question to concur in the amendment to the Uth see. 
tion, to s/ré4e vut, after the word ‘freedom,’ in the Iih ime 
theren, the residue of said section, us follows: 

“sNo slave or slaves shall, directly or indirectly, be intro- 
duced into ihe raid Territory, except by a citizen of the United 
States removing into the said Territory for actual setilement, 
and Leiug, at the tine ofsuch removal, bona fide owuer of such 
slave or rlaves; or any citizen of the United States travelling inte 
the said Territory with any servant or servants, not exceeding 
two; aud every slave imported er brought into the said Terri. 
titury. contrary to the provisions of this ect, shall, chereupun, be 
enlitl d toand receive his or her freedom.’ 

“Ii wag determined in the aflirnintive—yeas 23, vaya 20, 

“On ition by Mr. Mills, the yeas aud nays being desired by 
one-fifihol the Senators present, 

‘Tisee who voted inthe atfrmative are— 

‘Messrs. Barbour, Benton, Brown of Louisiana, D’ Wolf, 
Eaton, Hllivt!, Gaillard, Holnes of Miseivsippi, John- 
son ul Kentucky, Johnson of Louisiana, King of Alabama, 


E Lloyd, Macon, Nuble, Pleacanta, Smith, Southard, Stokes, Van 


Dyke, Walker, Ware, Williams of Mississippi, Wiliams of 
Tennessee. 

‘Those who voted tn the negative are— 

“Mesera. Barton, Beardnian, Brown of Ohio, Chandler. Dick- 
erson, Findlay, Holmes of Maine, Kiug of New York, Knight, 
Lanman, Lewric, Mills, Murrill, Otia, Palmer, Parrott, Rug. 
gies, Seymour, Thomas, Ven Buren.” 

‘he enemies of Mr Van Buren have denied him one quality 
which he possesses in an eminent dezree—that of courage. To 
“treading in the fyutsteps of his iustrious predecessor,” he 
has exhibited uo signs of faltering. A soveregn State has gone 
by the board, and he shows no signs of alarm. Gen. Jackson, 
in his prime. neve: dared to doa deed su bold. Hundreds and 
thousands of American citizens have been diefranchised by an 
Executive edict, issuer, no doubt, in secret, to be carried into 
efivct hy ihe Clerk of this House, al the party here, by which 
a State loses five ontof six of her Representatives, for the sule 
pt pose of giving the President and hia party the power tu 
rule this Mouse, and, through the action ct this House, to se. 
cure his re-election. Is not this a monstrous usurpation? Has 
history any parallel?) Tyrants have dissulved legislative bo. 
dics by force of artns, bui here the President wills it, and it is 
dore Amost without a struggle, 

Me, Speaker, Phavesai! it, and1 veprat it here, elected as I 
was by the State Rights party of Georgia lo a seat in this 
Honse, on the principle that T stood in opposition to this Ad- 
miuietratin—elected by a party opposed to Mr. Van Buren— 
opposed to Measures enumerated by me in this etort in behalf 
of my constituents as belonging to him--f cannot consent to be 
counted among those who follow his Administration, and { seek 
this early opportunity to “define my position,” that 1 may not 
be suspected by any man living. 

Aman like me, Mr. Speaker, whe has ever been accustomed 
to roam at large in the beautiful forests of his own, his native 
Jand, uncontrolled even by parental authority, cannot submit to 
be harnessed with the shackles of party, and cellared with Van 
Buicnism. No, sir; no,sir. 1 willgo against this Adminis- 
tanion as long as it goes wrong, and when it goes right 1 will go 
ham s 
i {Some memes replied, you will remain here along time, my 

ear sir. 

1f 1 were compelled to take sides in the contest between Wil : 
liam Henry Harrison and Martin Van Buren, I would not hesi- 
tate to snpport the man who declared in 1835, that the conduct © 
of the Abolitionisis was “werk, injudicious, preeumptuous, and 
unconstitutional: and that too, in a non-slaveholding State, and 
to anon staveholding people. The man who stood by Missouri 
—the Gencral who protected the great valley of the Missisippi 
by his deeds of valon, and secured to its inhabitants peace and 
protection in place of danger and alarti—such aman is Genc- 
ral Harries. And, if 1 were to conceal my preference for him 
over Mr. Vau Buren, I ehould act uncandidly to my friends, 
and dishonestly with myself, He pronounced the efforts of the 
Abatidonists unconstitational, I am proud to call bis opinion 
taid my ews. Hence Tsay, refuse to receive these abuininue- 
bic petitions, and dieregard these fanatics. 


t i a À : 
BPEECH OF MR. SOUTHARD, 

- OF NEW JERSEY. 
i pril 3, 1540.—On the bi!! making appropriations 
the coutinuation of the Cumberland road. 
ITHARD made the following remarks, in sub- 


In Senaie, 
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SIDEST: Th's biil, when presented by the ccimmit- 
ipriated $450,000 for the continuation and improve- 
he Cumberland road within the Sates of Ohio, Indi- 
ana, and Lilinois—being 150,000 to be expended withinthe pre- 
sent year in each of those three States. Upon the motion of the 
Senator from South Carolina, [ Mr. Preston | by a very large 
vote, it has been reduced to $75,000 for each State—making, in 
the whole, $225,0.0. For this.amendment I gave my vote. 
The Senate has also deciared its opinion. by a very decisive ma- 
jority, against the substitute proposed hy (he Senator from A'e 
bama, [Mr. CLay.] His substitute offered to relinquish to those 
States, for the construction of this read, the two per cent. fund, 
as it is usually called—which is two per cent. upon the amount 
which may hereafter be received from the sales of the public 
lands which lie within their limits and in the State of Missouri, 
provided they would, by acts of the State Legislatures, thus ac- 
cept it, asa bar to any further appropriation by the Government 
for this ica The amount of this two per cent. fund it is im- 
possible to estimate with any thing Jike strict accuracy. It 
ought, from the lands yet ungold, to amount to one or two hun- 
dred thou-and over a million of dollars. But no safe calcula- ` 
tion can be made of the time within which these lands wili be 
sold, nor when those States wouid receive the money. | For pre- 
sent use, and for the continuance and prompt compietion o the 
road, the grant would be utterly without value. i 
The oħjectiens to this proposition arise out of the nature of the 
fund to be granted, and frow the future re alion of the Govern- 
ment to the road, and seemet to me so obvious that T had no 
difficulty in giving my negative to it. Tt purported to bea grant. 
and to besiow a benetit, when no positive rood could result 1o 
the grantees. It assumed the appearance of kindness, while, in 
fact, it was mero mockery of their haper, Rut it had also a 
much worse aspect. I: aeve ed, forever, the connection batwerei 
the Government of the Fni-n and this great, and, in my estime 
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tion, invaluable internal, yet perfectly national, improvement. 
fo this I could not reconcile my judgment or mv feelings. 
Awl the remarks 1 propose now to make will explain, bath to 
the friends and the opponents of this read, the reasons which go- 
verned me in my vote against that proposition. 

The question before ua ison the passage of the bill, in its pre- 
ent form, appropriating €75,000, to be expended in each of those 
three States durmg the present year. Shall we appropriate 
$2.5,000 for the Cumberland road within the present year? 
My reasons for stating the question in this form will be apparent 
to those who will condescend to listen to me. 

Thave brought myself to the clear and undoubting conviction 
that it isnot my duty to vote for theappropriation. “And as this 
conclusion does not conform to my Previous votes, I desire to 
state the grounds on which I do not, and those on which I do rest 
my justification, This is due to many of my own immediate 
conetituents, who have thought it proper to cbserve my conduct; 
put much more due to my professed regard for constitutional 

inciples, and a wise tand economical administration of the 
Government. And, insignificant as 1 or any member of this 
body may be, he is not, and cannot be unimportant, in his action 
and hig votes, upon any question which affects the constitu- 
tional construction, or the present policy and future destiny of 
the country. 

In answering this inquiry, I have to say— 

1. That I have no difficulty as to our constitutional power. I 
differ on thie point from many of the oppenents of this bill, 
with whom I shall vete. I believe the power to appropriate 
money for internal improvements existe. J derive my convic» 
tions on this subject, in the first place, from the language of the 
Constitution, from several of the powers which are not only 
conferred upon this Government, but, as | believe, solemnly en- 
joined upon it. 

T do not now, for it would be impertinent, enter upon the 
argument. My object isto prevent a misconstruction of my 
vote in regard to the principle. F believe that we are at per- 
fect liberty to pass this bill, and, in my opposition to it, de- 
eire not to be misundersioed as putting our right in dispute, 
e! faras Tam conceruc.. 1 regard this question, in the pre- 
sentcase,as one of expediency, rather than of constiiuiional 

wer. 

But I derive my convictions, in the second place, from our 
relations to this Territory—under ihe grants from the Siates of 
the lands northwest of the Obio, under the ordinance of 1787, 
under the terms of admission to the Union of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Iin -is, and our absolute right and proprietorship of much 
of the soil within those States, as these topics have been ex- 
piaiced and illustrated by ‘he senators from New Yoik and 
Mars:chosets (Mr. Waickr and Mr. Wspstex,} though they 
differed as to ihe reasons which most prevailed with their 
judgments. J concur with both, to a great extent. I difier 
from both on some inferior points. But I refer Senators 
to their arguments, as giving a satisfactor view of our right 
t» expend the money of the nation on this road. 1 only de- 
sire to say that J sha:! not vote against this bill, because I be- 
lieve that Ihave no legal and constitutional right thus to ex- 

nd it. 

i ought, perhaps, ta add that I a 

ion by which the power has been li 


deprecate the modern 
mites. When reason 
shall reaume its sway on such praca § freed from personal 
devotion to men and party eympathies, this notion will, I hope, 
be rezarded as the highest point of political absurdity and po- 
palar delusion. I allude to the doctrine that such internal im- 
provements es this most invaluable road are not embraced 
within our powers, but that we may expend the public money 
on rivers, lakes, &e. provide! there be a port of entry or de- 
posite above the point of the improvement. If experience had 
not taught me otherwise, 1 shou!d believe that no man, conver- 
ant with our C mstitution and laws, could become ita advocate, 
unless his mind wag, to some degree, affected in ite action by his 
devotion to men, because, in the integrity of his heart, he be- 
heved that the general charecter of the | o!itical opinions of him 
or them who promulgated it, war, In thegmain, correct and be- 
nefical to the country. He must yield te the particular absurdity, 
in order to sustain the genera! policy of those whom he sap 
pored. What is this doctrine, when stripped of the pariy 
aspect? Its common sense is neither more nor less than this: 
That the power to expend money upon roads. canals, rivers, 
&c. arises fiom the pewer to regulate commerce; that this 
power is confined, so faras these expenditures are concerned, 
to the collection of the revenuc; that this revenue is coilected 
from Customa, at all ports of entry and deposite; and, therefore, 
thatwe must be confined to those parts of streams which lie 
below euch porte! In other words, that we may create a port 
of entry or deposite where we please, even at the head epring 
of astream, and, having done this, the constitutional power 
arises, to expend as much money as we please, below such 
port, no matter on what bays, er creeks, or brooke, we may lo- 
catethem. Thos, ona mere brook, or at the head spring of 
oae of ouc rivers, we may in virtueof our high constitational 
power, creaiea port, and then set ourselves to woi k toclear out 
the st cam, or make Teadsio it. Within th? last ten years have 
cretitutional powers been thus cerived. When present party 
canticis pass away, where is the Senator who wil maintain 
them? And where is he who will considera creek in Ohio as 
within our constitutional benevolence, white the Delaware ts 
excluded? For I cannot forget that an appropriation for the 
lauer was veiced, while one for the former was regarded as 
quite constitutional. , . ` 

The Senate will perceive that L have no difficulty in votme 
for this bil from any ebievtions as to constitutional Power. In 
the second place, Phave no hostility to this road. Why, upon 
what principle or feling, general, local, or potitieal, shouid I 
fel hostifiiy! I cannot, for myself, assign any. , O.hers may 
conjecture come one to which Eam myself insensible. If they 
can I shall give them erecit, if not for candor and fairness, at 
leas for greatingeuuity. Tie original plan ant policy in regard 
to thisroad was rizht. It v as consistent with the enlarged views 
of Washington, as applicable to a great avenue frora the sea- 
board to the West. It gave acecss to the wilderness. it has 
created wealth and people. Hs benefits are net t be measured 
by the two per cent. fund, or any other fund. I: has tempted 
and drawn to the West multitides who would not have gone 
there withont it, and hasbeen one of the most effective cans 
inthe creation of the young bat vigorous States in the valley of 
the Mizaicsippi. Ihas been worth hundreds of millions to the 
whole Union. : j 

Nor, Mr. President, do I dread its becoming useless on account 
of the agency of ateam upon other lines of connection bet veen 
be Eat and West. Mooh lese do 1 fear that we shill be 
mpte | to push it forward to the Rocky Mazniains and ih: Pr, 
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pfe ocean. T hope it will find its termination there, and rejoice 
n the anticipation, both of the bleesings it will dispanse and the 
glory it will confer on the Government and nation. Such views 
have from the beginning governed me in regard to it. I have 
net heretofore thought my duty fully discharged by merely 
voting for the appropriations for the road, but I have struggled 
for itin debate. My name is, I believe, to be found iu its favor in 
every year of my official life as Senator. My friend from South 
Carolina (Mr. Presto.) will recollect, if other Senators may 
have forgotten, how earnestly, on more than one occasion, Lhave 
resisted his views in regard to it. T shall on this oscagion be 
with him in my vote. Ihave been its uniform advocate, and am 
now its unwavering friend. 

Why, then, vote against it? My duty to myself and to the 
friends of the road requires me to state the reasons; and this 
shallWbe briefly Gone, and must be done briefly, 1f at all, from 
the difficaly which I stillfind,on account of indisposition, in 
addressing the Senate. 

We are not now to decide whether this road shall be forever 
surrendered. Its friends estimate too etrongly the effect of a re- 
fusal to make an appropriation for the present year. The road 
and its claims on the Government are not surrendered by such 

refusal. No appropriation was made last year. Yet those 

laims were only postponed, and exist as strongly now as they 
did then. Refuse the appropriation now, and there will be, or 
ought to be, delay only. The claim and right will exist unim- 
peached. The obligations of the Government will continue 
unimpaired. ` 

1 am notso intimately acquainted with, for Ihave not studied, 
the political and party relations to this subject in the four States 
chiefly affected by it, as to justify me in making comments on 
that aspect of the cage. Nor ain I capablecf estimating the in- 
fluences which may now operate on members from them, or 
the use which will or may be made of the votes which may 
now be given. I cannot indeed look round this chamber-—see 
the seats which are vacant, when the final question is about to 
be taken—and recollect what hasoccurred in the debate, with- 
out perceiving that this question does, in some mode, operate 
strangely upon this body. Rut I cannot guide myself by these 
symptoins. And if I shall cross the path of any, so be it— 
whether of friend or adversary, the act is mine, not theirs. My 
vote will be infiuenced to some extent by the conduct of the Ex- 
ecutive, and the state of the Treasury. The one I regard as 
disingenuous, unfaithful, and leading to consequences which I 
would resist. The otheras unable to bear the appropriation 
at this time. 

This rood has been, for more thana quarter of a century, 
the steady object of annual appropriation. It is worthy of 
this constant benefaction, and has been, year by year, found 
among the items in the estimates for the support of the Govern 
ment in al! the successive Administrations, until at last it came 
to be regarded as one of the ordinary expenditures ol the Trea- 
sury. Éven during the times when the most falee of al) the pro- 
feasions of economy ever uttered to delude and mislead were im- 
dosed on the nation, and when the power to make any work of 
internal improvement was denied, and every thing else failed to 
fied favor, this road had its regular annualappropriations. Last 
year, I believe for the first time, it failed; by whose fault it is not 
necessary for me tosay. The Administration had the power io 
secure it. I, at least, and most of my political friends, were not 
in fault. Much less are we answerable for the shamelese and 
unprincipled use which is said to have been made of the fact in 
the region through which the road funs. Every Benator under- 
stands this, and I desire to pass from it to other topics. 

At the commencement of this session the President sent to ne 
a message, in whic he referred to the condition of the Treasna- 
ry—informed us that he liad directed the estimates for the sup- 
port of the Government to be strictly canvassed and reduced to 
the lowest point consistent with the public interest. Afier doing 
this, he read us a lectnre on economy, such an one as isnot to be 
found in any communication trom the Executive to the legisla- 
tive branch of the Government, in a)l its history, so far as my ob- 
servation has extended. s 
predecessor, and alluded to the veto on our extravagance, inti- 
mating regret that practice forbade its use, as to the amount of 
appropriations, The insincerity of his language wil! appear 
presently, unless he has found cause for repentance and conver- 
sion. 

But will the Senate lis’en to his language: 

“To avoid this, (the creation of additional burdens and taxes,) 
and to keep the expenditures within reasonable bounds, ie a du- 
ty second only iv importance to the preservation of our national 
character, and the protection of our citizens in their civil and po- 
litical rights. The creation in time of peace ofa debt likely to 
become permanent, is an evil for which there ie no equivalent. 
The rapidity with which many of the States are apparently ap- 
proaching to this condition, admonishes us of our own duties in 
a manner too impressive to be disregaided. One, not the least 
important, isto keep the Federal Government always in a con- 
dition to discharge, with ease and vigor, its highest functions, 
should their exercise be required by any sudden conjuncture of 
public aflairs—a condition to which we are alwys exposed, and 
which may occur when it is least expecte?. To this end, it ie 
indispensable that its finances should be nntrammelled, and its 
resources, a3 far as practicable, unencumbered. No circum- 
stance could presentgreater obstacles to the accomplishment of 
these vitally Important objecis, than the creation of an onerous 
national debt. Our own expericnce, and also that of other na- 
tions, have demonstrated the unavoidab'e and fearful rapidity 
with which a public debt is increared when the Government has 
once surrenered itselfto the ruinoys practice of supplying its 
supposed necessities by new loans.” The struggle, the: efoie, on 
our part, to be successful, must be made at the threshold. To 


make our efforts effective, severe economy is necessary. This is 


the surest provision fcr the national welfare; and it is,at the © 


same time, the best preservative of the principles on which our 
inetiiutions rest. Simplicity and economy m the affairs of State 
have never failed to chasien and invigorate Republican princi- 
ples, while these have been assuiely subverted by national pro- 
digality. under ee specious pretexis It may have been ir- 
or fostered. 3 

o considerations cannot be lost upon: & people who 

ave never been inattentive fo the effect of their policy upon 
the institutions they have created for themselves; but, at the 
present moment, their force is augmented by the necessity 
which a decreasing revenue must Impose. The check lately 
given to importations of articles subject to duties, the derange- 
ments in the operations of internal trade, and, especialy, the 
reduction gradually taking place in our, tariff of dies, ne tend 
materially te lessen our receipts; indeed, it is po rab CH at i e 
dimicution resulting from the last cause alone will na: fal 


He even trod in the footsteps of his 
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' and would have been different. 


short of five millions of dollars in the year 1842, as the final re- 
duction of all duties to twenty per cent. then takes effect. The 
whole revenue then accruing from the customs, and from the 
sales of publie lands, :f not more, will undoubtedly be wanted 
to defray the necessary expenses of the Government, under the 
most prudent administration of its affairs. These are circum- 
stances that impose the necessity of rigid economy, and re- 
quire i's prompt and constant exercise. With the Legislature 
reste the power and duty of ao adjusting the public expenditure 
as to promote thisend. By the provisions of the Constitution, 
it is only in consequence of appropriations made by law that 
money can be drawn from the Treasury; nu instance las oc- 
curred since the establishment of the Government, in which 
the Executive, though a com ponent part of the legislative pow- 
er, has interposed an objection to an appropriation bill on the 
sole ground of its extravagance. Hi: duty, in this respect, has 
been considered fulfilled by requesting such appropriations 
only as the public service may be reasonably expected to re- 
quire. In the preeent earnest direction of the public mind to- 
wardsthis subject, both the Executtve and the Legislature have 
evidence of the strict reeponsibility to which they will be held; 
and, while I am conscious of my own anxious efforts to per- 
form with fidelity this portion of my public functions, it is a 
sitisfaction to me to be able to count vn a cordial co-operation, 
from you.” 

After this modest, becoming, and candid lecture, the Secre- 
tary of the ‘1 reasury sends us the estimates; and, by his order, 
tells ua that the income of the Government will be $18,600,000, 
and, with the money in the Treasury at the beginning of the 
year, will amount, at most, to $20,188,3€5—which will be all 
that can be expended without the creation of a national debt. 
He also sende us the estimates which are regarded as necessary 
for all objects within the year, and they amount to about 
$.0,000,00); and he adds, by way of confirmation to the Presi- 
dential lecture, “Ir Congres should make apy ropriations tothe 
extent desired by the different Departments,” &c. 

Now, sir, what do there papers mean? “If Congress make 
appropriations to the extent desired,” &c. Then the Depart- 
mente (in ¢ther words, the Executive) do not desire any appro- 
priations beyond those which are eent, the items of which are 
enumerated,and amount to the twenty millions. This appro- 
priation for the Cumberland road is notamong them. If, there- 
fore, we pass this bill, we go beyond the means of the Govern- 
ment, and we give that which the Executive declares it does 
not want. We force on the Government an expenditure which 
the President and Secretary have excluded, denounced as not 
necessary, and against which we are warned, not with an 
actual veto, but with expressions which sound like regret that 
the practice would not permit ir, and with a lecture on econo- 
my, and an intimation that we shall be regarded as extravagant 
and prodigal. 

If this be not the plain meaning of there papers, official do- 
cuments between the Departments of our Government have 
become not the honest, s‘raightforward communicaiions ba- 
tween public agents, seeking, or bound to seek, the public good, 
and that only, but the double dealing hypocrisy of parties seek- 
ing to entrap each other. i , 

‘And I now say to the triends of the bill, if you are disappoint- 
ed, look to the true source of that disappointment. The Exe- 
cutive has frowned upon the measure. Hagit been embraced 
in the estimates, and the President and Secretary had not pre- 
pared to throw the blame of expenditures beyond our income 
from themselves, and fasten it upon Congrers, your fate might 
The friends of this work 
might have pursued their accustomed course. But they are 
called upon to pause when they are not only to be denounced for 
prodigatity, but the confidence which their constituents may 
re’ in them is to be assailed, and their influence in support 
of other great questions of constitutionality and expediency 
weakened. sly he g 

Does any Senator suggest that this view exhibits either subj 
serviency tô Executive will, or fear of denunciation from the 
advocates of power? He is in error. No one, here or else- 
where, will probably accuse me of subserviency to Executive 
dictation; but [ like to place responsibility in the proper quarter, 
and do not choose, when I can avoid it without injury to the 
public interests, to permit mere contrivance, and calculation 
and cunning, to prevail so as to mislead popular opinion, an 
do injustice to important principles in the concerns of the 
Government. , 

As to the fear of denunciation, 1 have been too long accus- 
tomed io its venom to feel much dread of it. My days of sen- 
sibility on that point have passed, when I am called upon to 
discharge my office. Butthis idea is connected with both pub- 
lic, and, if you pioase; party interest. The men in whom I 
have confidence were dielodged from power more by the un- ' 
founded and false imputations of extravagance than any other 
cause; and the misrepresentation is kept up to this hour, and 
thousands are misled by it; even when the public records show 
that (hose who are called extravagant and prodigal expenced 
only twelve millions per year, while thoee professors of eco- 
nomy have expended in a single year three times that amount. . 
is it right that euch men should preach economy, refuse to re- 
commend necessary appropriations, induce others to unite 
with a part of their friends, (for it 19 manifest that a part only 
are to vote for this bill,) and then throw the blame on their op- 
ponente? Yet, sir, I would not ia the least be tm ned aside by 
this consideration, but leave to time the vindication of the pur- 
pases of these who should best merit approbation, if E did not 
Treasury a persuasive argu- 

in fe I shall give. 
ment in favor of the vote dahon condition, and see what - 
are the inferences which we ought now to draw from It. 

Your whole revenue for the year, according te the Secretary, 
amounts to very Jitile over twenty millions of oars: T he 
estimates of the ordinary expenditures reach that sum. | Wit! - 
out this appropriation there will be not one cent to spare, even 
if the anticipation of the receipts shall 
believe that they m be one do not, an 1am 

e customs ahd other sources, 1 ae A 
this hape. On the contrary, before Ce ions OF 
shall discover necessity: for a new paren doubled or trebled. 


i just created will be dort : 
Bat mmn me ara are without foundation on this point, and 


i full amount of twenty millione. ‘Ihe 
Mae ake y Ha must b expended an ihe subjecte emire 
i i fthe Secretary, and which wear ionieh 
nins enyeni Bat, sir, are there not other subjects on which 
we must-—~we have no alteraative—on which wo must direct 
money to be expended? Cin we avoid it, if we would? and 
did not the Becretary and Peeeident keaw this whea they seny 
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tho message and the report? Did they deal fairly with 
wad tho people, when they warned us to keep within the 
estimates? 5 i 
Where is your Sub-Treasury bill? It has passed this body. 
It is before the House, and, as the President and his counsel- 
lors, under the dictation of the Hermitage, have staked their 
characters and succees upon it, it must pass, and be put into 
operation. Well, what will this cost? We have calculations 
of the salaries, sa'es, chests, vau'ts, kc. and they have amounted 
to a moderate sum. T do not believe them accurate. You 
cannot, with all your economy- especially the economy of the 
present day—put this system into full and active operation for 
much, if any, less than $100,000. Others may differ from me, 
and consider my opinion as extravagant. So be it. Make it 
halfthat sum. Did not the Executive know, cr believe, that 
this was to be provided far? Ur were they under the convic- 


tion that the echeme had done well for popular effect, and its | 
poned or evaded? Ifthe former, | 


actual execution might be 
then this is an item beyond the estimates. 

Again, The Senator from New Hampshire (Mr. Hvusparp) 
has urged upon usa bill to pay the losses in Florida by landian 
de redaiions A portion of the claims to be satisfied by that 
ni, or by specific appropriations, are just, and, as an honest 
Government, we cannot altogether reject the whole of them. 
What they will amountto no man can foresee, but certainly 
much beyond $100,000. These we must provide for beyond the 
estimatee, There is, also, a bill to raise 1,500 troops, with their 
officers, for special service in Florida. What will their support 
amount to? The claim of Massachusetts reaches nearly to 
$300,000; the precise sum, I believe, is $272,716 14, without in- 
terest. The number of the various and heavy drafts upon the 
Treasury, from such large demands, I do not attempt to calcu- 
late. 


Then, how many private claims and pension cases arc there? | 


Andto what will ihey amount? These are all beyond the esti- : 


which we are told not to exceed. And permit me here to 
eny that justice and good faith, and the wise and proper admi- 
nistration of a Government of the people, demand, with irresisti- 
ble urgency, that these claims, when honest, ought to be first sa- 
tisfiel. 1 know that many false and base claims are exhibited. 
This not only calls on us for caution and examination, but ren- 
ders ur duty none the less pressing in regard to these which are 
just. So strong is my conviction on this point, that, if driven 
to decide between paying then and appropriating for a general 
object, in which States are concerned, 1s 

prefer the former and postpone the latter. 

Is it not then perceiv: 
appropriations must be made for vbjecis not within the esti- 
mates? Whe.e, but by borrowing money, can we obtain the 
means? And did not the Executive know this when the lecture 
on economy was read, and the estimates sent to us} There is 
not, I believe, a single year in our bistory in which it has not 
been the duty of Congress to expend money beyond the esti- 
mates, and they know it. Ang if we are compelled to appro- 
priate for other objects beyond their calle, how are we to get the 
money? By reducing the amounts they ask for? Will they 
consent to lessen our civil list} Will they diminish our burden- 
some and, in some cases, most useless army of diplomatic 
agents abroad? It is not to be presumed that they ang their 
friends will support either. Willthey lessen the appropriations 
forihe army? Can this be done, ia the face of the difficulties 
upon every part of our berders? It will not be attempted. On 
the contrary, we have already oxe bill for the annual occupation 
of Florida, and that is fellowed by another for fifteen hundred 
additional troops. Besides, in the existing condition of our de- 
fences, on every part of our borders, on the ocean and the land, 
and with the aspect presented by our Indian and foreign rela- 
tions, how can we assent to any diminution? Will you take it 
from thenavy? Shall we continue, as we have always done, to 
support it by praises on its gallantry and glory, and by a nar- 
row dispensation of dur ‘mene to render itetioi ive i 


mates, 


ould not hesitate to |; 


2t many, and some of them large, ` 


give it 
substantial energy and strength? In our hour of danger, and 


when its flag must be our bulwark and protection against insult 
and devastation, we may feel that in our hours of ease we have 


forgotten our first and highest duty. Do not, I entreat, lessenthe } 


little that belongs toit. 


How, Lask, iu this state of things, shat] we meet cur absolute | 


wants? It canonly be done by anew loan. We have passed a 


bill to issue Treasury notes, to make a loan, to create a debi for | 


five millions of doliars.. Some one has said that our Treasury 
ie thue replenished. How replenished? Like the purse ot any 
other debtor—by borrowing It will enable us io pay for the 
present, but the borrowed money must be returned. Iam glad 
that it is now openly avowed that the iseue of Treasury notes 18 
the same in substance as making a loan—creating a national 
debt. When, some three years ago, Iso argued about it, I was 
denounced through the country as basely misrepresenting the 
facts, and slandering the Administration. The acting chair- 
man now admits that they are one and the same thing—that 
isauing five millions of 1 reasury notes is creating a dett of five 
millions, to be hereafter paid as our revenues come in and ena- 
ble us todo it, [have no confidence in the assertion that this 
loan will be discharged by the end of the year. It is more 
probable that before the end of the session we shal! be called 
on to double or treble the amount of our loan—to increase 
largely our debt. Thig is now,! think, the fourth year that we 
have been borrowing, in this mode, to meet the expenses of the 
Government; and of these loans there remained unpaid on the 
first of January last, $2,750,0.0—that is, our public debt was 
to that amount. The present loan must be used to pay that 
amount, and there will then remain only $2,250,000 for the use 
of me year, OET as answer! san por the sources of ex- 
nditure ich I have referr mand more, much m 
than that sum? I do notdoubtit. ut se 
Look back to the last three years, and see what have been the 
sxpendinies of this economy-loving and economy-practising 
Administration. Task the Senate to recollect the statement 
made afew days ago by the Benatur from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Wezersr.) Iuse it for illustration on this point, and refer to 
the documents for its accuracy. On the let January, 1837— 
three years ago—there was in the Treasury about 96,00.,000 
On the løt January, 1840, there was - . - 1,566,000 
Balance : , - $4,414,000 
This balance was, ef course, a part of the revenue min 
which accrued previous to January, 1837, but which 
has been expended in three years previous to 1340. 
In addition to this, the fourth ene pa able to 
the States haa been retained and expe: in the A oo, ono 


same time, say - ° P . 
The Bank of the United States hae paid = =. 5,000,000 


fraser 


-And our existing debt due on Treasury notes : 


“ments necessary to show with any accuracy. Butit was very 
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This also is expended. 
2,720,000 


Tn all about . - $21,194,000 

This makes about seven millions which this Administration 
has expended in each one of the three last be bs at and above 
all the receipts, incomes, and revenues of the Government. 
Butthitis not all. I think the Senator from Massachusetts 
omitted a very important nem. It will be recollected that, in 
March, 1836, in consequence of the great fire in New York, 
Congress thought proper to suspend the paymeris of duty 
ponds inthatcity. These bonds were for duties accruing and 
payable in ’35 and ’36, and were thus a part of the revenues of 
those years, But, in consequence of tho suspension of pay: 
ment, they were net paid in ’35 and '36, but a very large amount 
of them was paid in ’37, 38, and ’39. What this amount was 
T could not this morning lay my hands on the papeis and docu- 


Jarge—amounting to several millions, This, too, has been ex- 
pended. And when it is added to the sums before stated, it will 
appear that the Government has, for three years, expended in 
eace and every year between eight and rine millions— in all, 
between twenty-four and twenty seven millions beyond ail its 
receipts. ‘The fact is worthy of serious reflection. What hope | 
can there be that we shall, with such an Aduniinistrauon, make | 
our expenditures fall within our income? What hope is there 
that we shall pay this five mallions which we have just borrow- 
ed? Of that five millions, more than one-hal’, nearly three- 
fifths mustgo to the payment of our existing naticnal debt. 
The balance will fall far below our wants. If we Lave, for | 
three years, spent an average ofabvut eight millions more than ; 
our income, how can we expect to keep our expenditures with: ' 
in the diminished revenue of the present year? We shall tind 
the hope absurd; and we must meet this appropriation for the 
Cumberland road, with the full consciousness that, by making 
it, we create a new national debt, or augment it'by that amount, 
ina time of peage, and, as we are kinkly assured by the Execu- 
tive, of high prosperity. 

I have less faith in the promises to redeem our debt, and 
make the expenditures equalize with our income, on ac- 
count of the professions of the Executive Departments. 
We are told by the President and Secretary, in substance, that 
ifthe banks had paid what is due from them, the outstanding 
Treasury nates, our present debt, would have been paid. Is 
this true? What doall the deposite banks owe us} On the lst 
of January, 1540, the Secretary says, $1,149,904. What was 
the amount of our notes or debt? It is stated by him at $2,750,- 
000. Can the latter sum be discharged by the former? ‘The 
one is much more than the double ofthe other. Why, then, 
was this representation made? Was it to deceive us? No; 
but rather to keep up the cry against the banks as the cause 
ofour embarrassment. How unworthy is such an effort to 
deceive and delude the high stations from which’ it ema- 
nates! 

There can be no relief to this view from the fact that there is 
something more than two anda half millions to be received in 
the course of the present year fromthe Bankof the United 
States of Pennsylvania. The bank has hereiofore qaid pune- 
tually to the Government every thing which we had a right to 
demand and did demand from it, 1t has performed its contract, 
thus far, in paying for the stock which we held, on the terms 
proposed by the Government, and I do not donbt that it will 
continue to do so. But this two and a half millions are not yet 
due by several nionths, and afford no apology for any coin- 
plaint that the Government eould pay off our debt because the 

anks heldita money. The only. ground for this pretence is, 
that the Administration deposited our money, imprudently, in 
banks which could not or would not pay when called on; and 
the amount they owe, even if paid now, would leave us indebt | 
about one and a half millions. Besides, I have been informed 
ihata considerable portion of thissum has been satistied since | 
the lstof January.” It may bé feared by some that all will be 
satisfied in the course of the year, because then cur President i 
and the parasites who court the favor ofthe peoply by the cry : 
of banks, banks, will be deprivedof one-of their most favorite ; 
themes of dec'amation and political warfare. 
__Itis apparent to my mind, whether it be to others or not, that, | 
if we make this sppropriation for the Cumberland road, we | 
must create or augmenta national debt; disregard the official 
exposition of the Treasury, and subject ourseives to the charge 
of forcing on the Execuiive expenditures which are disclaimed 
by it. Let me notbe told that I have voted for this road whena | 
national debt existed. Udidso; but it was at atime when iwo : 
or three circumstances separated the case widely, very widely, : 
from its present porition. 

1. That national debt existed—had been created long before | 
in sustaining our national rights and honor. It wasa debt 
which rested alike on us and our posterity, who, equally with 
us, were to be benefited by the liberties which its creation se- 


{ 


cured. 

2, There had been full and-ample provision made for its re- 
demption It was in a course of reduction quite as rapid as 
our desires or the interests of the country demanded. 

3. The revenues of the Government were sufficient to pay 
tbat debt, and to meet all its necessary expendidures, and to 
make the appropriation for the road over andabeve them all. 
We were not compelled to create a debt, or augment a new 
one, in order to meet the. utmost wishes of the friends of this 
roe among the most ardent of whom I stil] desire to rank 
myself. 

ow, and at this moment, all these pointe are adverse to us. 
We have no debt such as those of the Revolution and of 1812, 
Our income does not, by several millions, equal our ordinary 
expenees, and our revenue is‘utterly incompetent to meet this 
appropriation. 

I stand, then, Mr. President, in my vote against this bill, on— 
1. The entire admission of its constitutionality, its expediency, 
and the obligation of the Government to carry it forward, when 
circumstances will permit, to the extent which its ardent friends 
desire; and for this I shall vote, whenever, and so often, as T: 
shall feel at liberty, from the condition of the Treasury andthe į 
country. 2. On the message of the President and the report of 
the Secretary, which admonish me to be guarded in my votes 
which shall expend money; for which they are without means 
to meet it; anid I hold them, or, rather, the whole Administra- 
tion, guilty of the conduct which prevents me from the gratifi- 
cation of my own wishes and opinions, and deprives the coun- 
try of the multiplied blessings which this road is capable of 
conferring, and heretofore conferred. 3. On the fact that, 
ifwe make this appropriation, we must create or augment a 
new national debt. And I believe, while we are doing this to 


pay the honest debits of the Government, satisfy the just claims 
of private ci izens, and Jefend the country from foreign and In- 
dian aggreszion, it 1s wise not to add to it for this object, but 
rather to let it be postponed for a time; and I hope that time will 
be short. 

My conclusions are strengthened by this reflection. The 
Executive has disavowed this appropriation, refused to admit 
it among the wants of the Government, and har urged upon usa 
rigid regard toeconumy. Ifin opposition to all this, we pass 
the bili, increase our debt, augment cur expenditures, what is 
the impreseion tobe made on public opinion? Will it net be 
be distinctly and clearly this, that the Executive branch of the 
Government is economical, and the best and cafest guardian of 
the public treasure’? thatthe Legislative bianch is prodigal and 
squandering, and regardiess of wasteful expenditures, the frierd 
of rational debte? Will this, can it be favorable to the true 
theory of our institutione? Will it not pervert that whole 
theory? turn the public favor still more strongly towerds the 
Executive power? inciease and etrerigihen i? And have we 
not seen enough within the last ten years—du we not know 


. enough of the ancient and modern failures of liberty and free 


institutions, and enough, too, of the opinions of our Revolution. 
ary faihere, to make ur pause and hesitate when this aspect of 
the question ig presented to us} 

Mr. President, Ishall give my vote with pain. I know that I 
shall wound feelings of fiends whom I love; andin where pria- 
ciples and patriotism I confide. But I cannot avoid it. Jf they 
choose to forget my unwavering friendship for this road, ard 
find enough for thìs end in a vote to postpone, not destroy, the 
accomplishment of their wishes, sobeit. 1t, for one such vote, 
they please to cancel the account between us, let the account 
be cancelled. Ushallregretit, but/ueither complain of them, 
nor repent an act which my best Judgment approves, 


SPEECH QF MR, HABERSHAM, 


$ OF GEORGIA. 


In the House of Répresentafives, Murch 24, 1840—On dhe 
‘Treasury note bill. 


The bill authorizing the issue of five milions of dollars in 
Treasury notes being under consideration in Committee of 
the Whole, Mr. Hanbarnas of Georgia offered the following 
amendment to the second segtion: ` 

“Which nots to be'isugd shall be negoti .ble only by spe- 
cial endorsement by any tgeach person through whose hands 
they may pags, subject fp the same rules and restrictions as in 
land bills of exchange paygble toorder, but without the liability 
of the endorser.” A 

Which baving been read, Mr. HABERSHAM addressed the 
committee in support oftheamendment as follows: _ 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have been induced to offer this amend- 
ment to the bill because the honorable chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means hasstated that the ‘Treasury notes 
which by this billthe Government is authorized to iesue, are 
not intended to circulate as money. 1 am further induced to 
offer this amendment, in consequence of some remarks which 
my eloquent friend and colleague (Mr. Nrspgr) has this eve- 
ning made, in the course of which he has said that, according to 
what he supposed was the fairest construction of the act of 1837, 
of which this bil iz but a continuation, these notes were made nes, 
gotiable only by assignment thereon from the payee and from a)l 
subsequent holders; and that thereby their crculationas money 
would be restrained; although he admitted that the act of 1837 
would bear a different construction. My co!league admitted at 
the same time, and thiseeems to have been generally conceded 
by those who have engaged in this debate, that Congress has 
no constitutional power to “emit bills of credit.” Such is my 
respect for the judgment and purity of purpose of my colleague, 
that itis with great reluctance I ever differ withhim, and Tam 
happy to find now that the only difference between us is, that 
I believe that Treasury notes, issued in the form prescribed 
by the act of 1837, are billeof credit, and will circulate as mo. 
ney, notwithstanding they are payable to order, and must be en- 
dorsed by the pay:e: while he is of opinicn that they are not 
bills of credit, and willnot circulate as money, because, by his 
construction ofthe act, these netes are made negotiable only by 
assignment thereon by the payee and by all subsequent holders, 
and thereby their circulation as money would be restrained, 
though admits that this provision of the act would bear a differ- 
ent construction. The difference between us, then, is simply a 
difference in the construction of a single provision of the act, ad- 
mitted by him to be ofdoubiful construction. Now, ii the doubt 
which he admits to exist can be removed, and all the declared 
objects of the bilt be at the same time attained, so that while 
these notes may be usedas promissory notes by the Govern- 
ment, in satisfaction of demands against it, or as pledges on 
which to raise loans, without assuming the character of paper 
money, or of being circulated as such, itis certainly most desi- 
rable that such alteration and provision shall be made as will 
remove all doubts as to the constitutionality of the measure. Itis 
with thie view I have offered the amendment, which, if adopted, 
will, ia my opinion, remove the doubt and obviate the objection. 
It proposes that the notes to be issued shall only pass by special 
endorsement, which, while it will preclude the idea of their 
circulating as money, and give them the caracter of mere 
promissory notes or inland bills, will enable the Government 
to use them to discharge its immediate obligations, or as 
pledges on which to borrow money. Now, ifthe object really 
is to use these notes merely as mears to raise money, and 
not to put them in circulation as paper money, I think the 
chairman of the committee cannot, or rather ought not, to 
hesitate to remove all constitutional doubt, by accepting the 
amendment. In that event, and if the amendment be made, 
I can, and will with great pleasure, vote for the bill; because 
I believe that the Goverriment really needs the amount asked 
for, and I am disposed to grantit, if {can doso in ashape which 
I believe to be constitutional. T am unwilling to resort to a loan 
on the issus of stock certificates, because that wili not only re- 

aire the establishment of transfer offices, but will operate to 
astenagain npon the country a nationa! debt of permanent 
character, rede mable at long periods—an evil which Lam moet 
anxious to avoid. Independently, however, of there reaeors 
for a preference of Treasury notes in the form I propose over 
an issue of stock certificates, there is onother reason which, in 
the present etate of the currency and of exchanges, deserves a 
grave consideration. It is, that Treasury notes transferable by 
special endorsement will afford beth a convenient and safe me- 
dium of exchange, and will, in that mode, greatly add to the cir- 
culation of the country, as bills of exchange, without assuming 
the dictinctive character of paper money; While stock, from the 
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difficulties and delays in the forms and modes of transfer, will 
contribute but in a very limited degree to sv desirable an ob- 
ject, and would be liable to the same tluctuationsin value. The 
Treasury notes, in such cases, would in fact be only anew form 
of stock on which to obtain a loan more convenient to the 
stockholder, because transferable with more facility, and yet 
with anegouiation sufficiently restrained ta prevent them from 
circulating as paper money cr bills of credit, in the sense at. 
tached to those words as used in the Constitution. Hy then 
those who represent the Government are really sincere in this 
matter, and do not intend these notes to circ ulaie as Daper mo. 
nov, why not adopt the amendment I have Proposed? If they 
do not intend them to enter into the circulation as money, why 
not impede the circulation to the extent proposed by me? If 
they do not intend te emit them as bills of Credit, and to use and 
circulate them as paper money, why not say so at once, openly 
and above board, and that this violation of the Constitution is 
justified by the necessity of the cise; that money cannot be 
raised constitutionally by borrowing it on the credit of the Go- 
vernment, and that, therefore, they must make money to meet 
the exigency, though without the constitution} power to do so? 
Now, why not come out boldly, and say 80, and prove to us 
that the money cannot be gut in the constitutional made, by 
borrowing. in time to meet the exigencies of the case? Tsay, 
why not do this? The answer is obvious: because they know 
thatin the mole I propose, the money can be borrowed imme- 
diately; or, even if it could not, the Treasury notes, in the form 
I propose, would answer for the immediate exigency. The 
truth ia, they are unw liing ta cal} things by their right names; 
unwilling to call it a loan, because the idea of a loan, a debt, 
would not be palatable to the people. But call it by what name 
they will, give it what shape they may, it is still aloan; itis still 
a na ioual debt of five millions, and the promises of the Go- 
verunent are out to pay that amount at some future day. The 
Decessity does not exist. If it did, this would be a law, neces 
eary and proper to carry into effect a granted power, and its 
coustitutionality would be put on that ground. The necessity 
does not exist, so far as even to justify the exercise of a doudi- 
ful power; and its constitutionality would be puton that ground, 
The necessity does not exist, su far as even to justify the exer- 
cise of a doubtful power. The money can be borrowed, and 
borrowed atonce. When that necessity does exist; when, as 
in case of war, and afier the power to borrow is exhausted, be- 
cause there are none able or willing to lend; when it becomes 
necess2ry for the safety of the ceuntry to exercise a doubtful 
power, or even to violate the Constitution by issuing Treasury 
roves, payable tu bearer, to circulate as money, I will then ba 
willing, and not ti!l then, tocmit bills of credit, or continental 
money, cr any thing eise, which will serve the purposes of Go- 
vernment; and will justify my vote on the necessity of the case, 
and on the principle of self-defence, which, with nations, as 
with individuals, overleaps all laws and all constitutions. But 
1 do not believe that such extreme necessity, does now exist, and 
therefore, in the present shape of the bill, and without the 
amendment I propose, 1 cannot vote for it. 

1 bave said that the difference between my colleague, (Mr. 
Nissar,) the chairman of the Cummitiee of Ways and Means, 
(Mr. Jongs.) and myself, is this: they say that the notes pro. 
dosed by this bill are not “bills of credit,” as that term is used 
in the Constitution. I say that they are. We all agree that 
Cong reas has no power to emit bills of credit. It has already 

` been made to appear by my honorable friend and colleague, (Mr. 
Krye ) in his able argument on this question, by the testimony 
of Mr. Madison, that the Convention, by a vote of nine States to 
twa, refused to grant this power; and the eloquent gentleman 
f om Pennsylvania (Mr. Bippig) has rested hia argument on 
even a Lroader basis, ‘or he shows that the words which were 
aricken out by the Convention were, "That Congress shall have 
power to emit bills on the credit of the United States.” Hens 
no doubt correct; but I deem it to be unnecessary for the pur- 
poses of the argument to use other words than those which have 
been used by my colleagues. Iam content to take the words to 
be asthey are in that sec ion of the Constitution which prohi- 
biis the Sta'es to emit bills of credit, 1 am content to lay aside 
al‘ogethor the authoriiy of the Madison Papers, to lay aside al- 
together the fact that this power was refused to the Federal Go- 
verament by the Convention. Tam willing to rest the question 
on the Consitution as we have received it; to reat it simply on 
the inquiry, Ia what part of tue Constitution do you find the 
Power granted to “emit bills of credit?’ No where. In this, 
all, I believe, agree. The naked question then presenta itself, 
Is the issue of Treasury pstes, in the form and manner desig- 
nated by the act of 188% ‘to emit bills of credit’? If so, this 
act is oneonstitutiona!; if not, then it is constitutional, 

What was meant by the words “to emit bills of credit,” as 
used in the Constitution? In reply to thia inquiry, I cannot bet- 
ter begin my answer than by adopting the language of Mr. Jus- 
tice Johneon, in the case commonly kaown as ihe Missouri case, 
decided by the Supreme Court of the Uniied States inthe year 
1890. and reported in 4 h Peters 

“I. is only by resorting to the nomenclature of the day of the 
Constitution that we can hope to get at the idea which the framers 
of the Cunatitu:ion attached to the words ‘einmit bilis of credit.’ 
The whole history and Jezislation of the time prove that, ‘by bills 
of credit,” the framers of the Constitution meant paper money, 
with reference to that species of paper money which had been 
used ia the States from the commencement of the century down 
to the time when it ceased to pass, before reduced to its mnate 
wor:hlessness ” 

Yo what source of more purity or accuracy can we resort for 
the ascertainment of this history than to the degieion of the Su- 
peme Cour, in the same case, pronounced by Chief Justice 
Marshall? 

“We learn (be says) from Hutchinson's History of Massachu- 
sætta that bills of credit were issued, for the first time, in that co- 
jouy, in 1690. An army, returning unexpectedly from an expedi- 
tion against Canada, found the Government totally unprepared to 
meetiheir claims. Bill-of credit were resorted to for relief from 
this embarrassment. They do not appear tu have been made a 

der, bui they were not, on that account, less bills of credit. 
“Paper money wazalsc iasued in oiher colonies, both in the North 
aad South, and, whether made a tender or not, was productive of 
evils in proportion to the quantity emitted. In the war which com- 
menced in America iu 1753, Virginia issned paper money at se- 
veral suce-ssive sessions, under the appellation of Treasury 
notes. Thi- was made a tender. Emissions were afierwards 
made in 1769, in 1771, and 1773. These were not made a ten- 
der, but they circulated together—were equally bills of credit— 

, and were productive of the same effects. In 1775 a considerable 
emission was made fur the purposes cf war. The bilis were de- 
elered to be current, but were not made a tender. In 1776 an 
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additional emission was made, and the bille were declared to 
tender. The biils of 1775 ami 1776 circulated osinetan is 
equally bills of credit, and were productive of the same conse- 
quences. Congress issued bills of credit toa large amount, and 
did not, ere could hot, make them a legal tender. This pow. 
er resided in the S:ates. In May, 1777, Virginia passed an act 
making the bills of credit issued by Congress a legal tender so 
far as to extinguish interest. In 1781 Virginia made all the bills 
of credit which had been issued by Congress, anda!l which had 
been issued by herself, a legal tender in payment of debts, Yet 
they were, in every sense of the word, bills of credit previous to 
that time, and were productive of all the consequences of paper 
money. 

Such is the concise history of bills of credit in this country 
prior to the adoption ef the Constitution. These bills of credit, 
when issued by Congress, are better known by the name of Con: 
tinental money. 

Let us hear again what the Chief Justice says in the same case 
on the same subject: 

“During the war of our Revolution we were driven to 
the expedient of emitting bills of credit, and necessity com- 
pelled us to use them to a considerable extent. The term 
has acquired an appropriate meaning; and bills of credit 
signity a paper medium intended to circulate between indi- 
viduals, and between Government and individuale, for the 
ordinary purposes of society. Such a medium has been 
always liable tə considerable fluctuations. Its value is con- 
tinualiy changing, and these changes, often great and sud- 
dvn, expose individuals to immense losses, are the sources of 
ruinous speculations, and destroy all confidence between man 
and man. To cut up ihe mischief by the roots—a mischief 
which was felt through the United Statea, and which deeply af- 
fected the interest anu prosperity of all, the people declared in 
the Constitution thatno State should emit bills of credit. If 
the prohibition means any thing—if the words are not empty 
sounds—it must comprehend the emission of any paper me- 
dinm by a State Government for the purpose of common circu- 
ation. : 

The people had experienced, sadly experienced, the mon- 
strous evils of such emissions. Thousands of jnsividuals had 
been ruined, and all had suffered, more or less, by the rapid 
depreciation and ultimate worthlessness of such a medium. 
The paper, whether issued by Congress or by the States, had 
alike become utterly valueless. It wasto prevent these evils 
in future that, by the Constitution, the States were prohibited 
from emitting bills ofcredit. Jt was unnecessary to extend the 
prohibition to Congress, for Congress could not possess the 
power unless by express grant. Now, if the Convention re- 
fused to Congress the power to “emit bills of credit,” or bills on 
the credit of the Unite: States, I would say, in the language of 
the Chief Justice, “If it means any thing, it must comprehend 
the denial of the power to Congress to emit any paper medium 
like that ofthe Continental money, for the purpose of common 
circulation.” 

Again, in the same case, Judge Marshall asks; 

“What is the character of the certificates issued hy the au- 
thority of the act of Missouri under consideration? What office 
are they to perform? Certificates, signed by the auditor and 
treasurer of the State, are to be issued by those officers in 
amounts not exceeding ten dollars, nor less than fifty cents. 
The paper purports on its face to be receivable at the Treasu- 
ry, or at any loan office in the State of Missouri, in discharge of 
taxes or debts due to the State. It also pledges the faith and 
funds of the State for their redemption.” 

Again he says: 

“Had they been termed ‘bills of credit” instead of certifi. 
cates, nothing would have been wanting to bring them within 
the terms of the Constitution. And can this make any real 
difference? -Is the proposition to be maintained. that the Con- 
stitution meant to prohibit names and not things? That a very 
important act, big with great and ruinous mischief, which is 
expressly forbidden by words most appropriate for its descrip- 
tion, may be performed by the substitution of a name? That 
the Constitution, in one of its most important provisions, may 
be openly evaded by giving a new name to an old thing? We 
cannot think so. We think the certificates issued under the 
auihority of this act are as entirely bilis of credit as if they 
had been so denominated in the act itself’? 

Such are the views of the Supreme Court as delivered and 
sanctioned by Chief Justice Marshall. Before 1 proceed to 
comment upon them, and to apply them to the bill before the 
committee for the emission of Treasury notes, I will trouble 
the committee with a reference to the opinion of the Supreme 
Court in the cage commonly known as the Kentucky case, de- 
cided as latc as the year 1637, and to be found in lith Peters, 
In that case, the opinion of the Court was delivered by Mr. 
Justice McLean, and I-now quote from that opinion: 

“Jt would be difficult to classify the bills ofcredit which were 
issued in the early history of thiscountry. In some cases they 
were payable with interest, in others without interest. Fanus 
arising from certain sources of taxation were pledged for their 
redemption in sume instances, In others they were issued with- 
out such pledge. They were sometimes made a legal tender, at 
others not. In some instances a refusal to receive them one- 
rated as a discharge of debt, in others a pos! ponementof i', 
They were sometimes payable on demand, at other times at 
some future period, At all times they were receivable in pay- 
ment of taxes, and of debts due to the public, except, perhaps, 
in some instances, where they had become co depreciated as to 
be of little or no value.” 


Afier commenting onthe definition of the Supreme Court 
in the Missouri case, to which I have already referred, the court 
says: ; 

UPhe definition which does include all classes of bille of cre- 
dit, emitted by the Colonies or States, is a paper issued by the 
sovereign power, containining a pledge of its faith, and design- 
ed to circulate as money. Toconstitutea bill of credit within 
the Constiiurion, it must be issued by a State, on the fai-h of 
the State, and be designed to circulate as money. It must be a 
paper which circulates on the credit of the State, and is so re- 
ceived and used in the ordinary business of life.’ 

The direct question before the Supreme Court in this case 
was, whether ihe notesof the Bank of Kentucky were kiila of 
credit within the meaning of the words ‘‘bills of credit” in the 
Constitution: EAN 

“The notes contained no pledge of the faith of the State in 
any form. They purport to have been issued on the credi of the 
funds of the bank, and must have been so received by the com- 


munity. Thess funds were in part only derived froni the State. | 


In making loans the bank was required to -take good securi- 
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ties; and these constituted a fund, to which the holders of,the 
notes could look for payment, and which could be made legally 
responsible. In this respect the notes were eesentially different 
from any class of bills of credit which are believed to have been 
issued.” ‘ But,” again says the court, ‘there is another quality 
which distinguishes these notes from bills of credit. Every hold- 
er of them couldnot only look to the funds of the Lank for 
payment, but he had in his power the means of enforcing it. 
Tie bank could be sued.” 

On these two grounds, then, that there was an actual exieting 
fund plecdyed for the redemption of these notes, and that this 
fund contd Le made liable, by suit, for their redemption, the Su- 
preme Court decided that these notes were constitutionally is- 
sued, and were not within the constitutional] meaning of the 
words ‘‘bills of credit.” 


Mr. Justice Thompson, in concurring with the opinion of the 
Court, says: 

“The two great infirmities which attended the bills of credit 
which circulated as money, and came within the mischief in- 
tended to be guarded against by the constitutional prohibition, 
Were, the wunt of some real and substantial fund bemg provided 
for their payment and redemption, and no mode provided for 
enforcing payment of the same.” 


This distinction is a satisfactory answer to the objection 
which has been raised, that, if a State, by the prohibition or 
want of power to “emit bills of credit,” cannot issue Treasury 
notes in the form proposed by the bill before the committee, it 
follows as a necessary consequence that bank notes of a bank 
incorporated by a State or by the United States were unconsti- 
tutional, because that which a State or the United States could 
not do directly could not be done by a bank incorporated bya 
State cr by the United States. On these two solid grounds of 
distinction rests the constitutionality of all the bank notesuf the 
country, whether issued by a bank, owned by the State or by 
ind. viduals. 2 

From the examination which J have just made of the two 
cases I have referred to, the committee may now arrive at the 
precise definition of the words “‘bills of credit,” the power to 
issue which was refused to Congress and prohibited to the States. 
The bill or note must be issued by a State, or by her agents in 
the name or on the faith of the State, and be designed to circu- 
late as money. There must be no real or substantial fund 
pledged for its redemption, and which may be made liable by 
suit for its payment, and no parly against whom a suit may be 
brought on the note. 

Now, let us procecd to examine whether the Treasury notes 
proposed to be issued by this bill will be subject to all these in- 
firmities. If so, they are clearly unconstitutional, at least ac- 
cording to two successive opinions of the Supreme Court— 
a court whose decisions are entitled to the highest respect, and 
which alone is empowered, in the last resort, to decide 
upon the constitutionality or unconstitutionality of an act of 
Congress. 

The Treasury notes which are by this bill directed to be issucd 
are described in the act of October 12, 1837, of which this bill 
isouly a continuation. They are to be of denominations not 
less than fifty dollars. They are redeemable after the expira» 
tion of one year from their dates. They areto bear an interest, 
to be expressedon the face of the notes, for one year from the 
date, and no longer. The rate of interest is to be fixed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the President, but shail not ex- 
ceed six per centum per annum. They are to be reimbursed 
atthe Treasury of the United States, and for this reimburse- 
ment, at the time or times specified, the faith of the United 
States is pledged. The notes are to be signed, on behalt of the 
United States, by the Treasurer, and countersigned by the Re- 
gister. The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized, with the 
approbation of the President, to issue such amount of the notes 
ag he may dcem expedient, in payment of debis due by the 
United States tosuch public creditors, or to such other persons 
ag may choose to receive them in payment at par;and like 
authority isgiven to borrow, from time to time, not under par, 
such sums as the President may think expedient, on the quedit 
of suchnotes. The notes “shall be transferable by delivery 
and aseignment endorsed thereon, by the person to whose order 
the same skall, on the face thereof, have bren made payable. 
They shall be receivable in pay ment of all duties and taxes Jaid 
by the authority of the United States, of a'l pubiic lands sold 
by the United States, cf all debts cue to the United States. 
And lastly, that so much of any unappropriated money as 
may be necessary for the purpose is, bythe 8th section, ap- 
propriated fur paying the principal and interest on the said 
notes, These are all the provisions of the law which are 
applicable to the subject in question. Now, what is the re- 
sult of these several provisions? Why, thisis it, That the 
denominations of the notes are to be Jess than $30; tiat 
they are pryable at an uncertain day after the expiration of 
one year from date; that they bear an interest at the discretion 
of the President, not exceeding six per cent. but wh c h may be 
fixed as low as one mill, as was done ip the late iesue, being 
equivalent to no interest at all; that the noies shall be signed by 
the Treasurer, and countersigned by the Resister, on behalf of 
the United States; that they shall be transferable by delivery, 
after being endorsed by the payce, without further carrots 
that they shall be receivable in payment of all dues, taxes, ar. 
debts due to the United States; end the only pledge for their re- 
dempiion is any money in the Treasury of the United States not 
otherwise appropriat: 4 at the time they fall due, and the fait 
of the UViited States. Further, the nutes are to be jzsued in pay: 
ment of debts due by the Umted States to sueh of the public cre- 
ditors, or other persons, as may cheose to receive ikem, or on 
their credit money may be lorrowed, Now, such eing tho 
exact character of these proposed Treasury notes, and sue t 8 
uses to which they are to be applied, and ruch the, piedges for 
their redemption, 1 would ask the committee to which o y an 
firmities of “bills of credit,” af iate in the decisicns of the Se- 

sourt, are they not subject 5 
ae a ong like lie bills of credit, are issued by the United 
States—they are signed ia behail of the Urited Siates by agents. 
They are payable at an uncertain future day. They are eued 
on the faith of the United States There is no real or pul antial 
fund pledged for their recemption—no cne against w stend at 
can be brought to enforce payment. No one wil conte at 
money which may be in the Treasery a year hence, Lot oiher- 
wise appropriated, is either a rral or substantial fund, or any 
fuzdatali. That there is no spare money now in the Treasury is 
evident from the fact that this loan is needed. The reasury noies 
issued last year under thie very act, and with the same p edge, 
are still in part, say two milions as yet unredeewed, and there 
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ja no unappropr ated balance in the Treasury to redeem them. 
The same may, and no donbt will, be the case when these notes 
fall due; and can that be termed a real or substantial fund 
which has no present existence, and the future existence of 
which is dependent upon improbable contingencies? Assur- 
ediy no one will contend that there isa real or substantial fund 
pledged for the redemption of these notes. Lastly, there is no 
party against whoma suitcan be brought. The United Siates 
cannot be sued. Those who have signed the nutes are on the 
very facc of the notes mere agents, authorized to act, and 
known to all to be aciing only as agents, and of course cannot 
be liable to a suit on the notes. These notes, then, are subject 
to all the infirmities which are ascribed by the Supreme Court 
to “bilie of credit,” except one. They must be designed to cir- 
culate as money. Dues this form an exception? Are they not 
designed to circulate as money, and will they not so circulate? 
True, the act does net expressly declare that such is the design; 
but it is not necessary that the design should be expressed. Bui 
may »vo: the intention exist, and be inferred from all the cir 

cumstances of the case, without an express declaration of the 
design? In almost every case where the intent is material, 
is that intent or design not ascertained from the circum- 
tances of the case} In cases of homicide, larceny, contract, 
in the construction of statutes, is not the intent inferred 
from the circumstances of the case? Have nôt al! the Trea- 
sury notes which have been heretofore igsued at various 
times, under circumstances precisely similar, ard, in form, 
the same as these, and for like sums, and negotiable in like 
manner, circulated as money? Did not those which iesued 
during the last war circulate as money? Have not those 
which have been iseusd in the last two years under this very 
act circulated as money? If an act has been known in cur 
past experience always to produce certain results, will not 
tie intent to produce the same results to be inferred from the 
voluntary commission of the acı? Would not the voluntary 
commission of the act be conclusive cf the intent? Have not 
T.easury notes always circulated as money, and will they not 
doso again? Is it not then the design of their emission that they 
shill circulate as mo ey? Who can doubt it? 

But what is meant by “circulate as money?’ Bank notes, 
which sa by detivery from hand to hand, an:l are pail, or 
received, in paymert of debts, circulate as money, and answer 
all the common purposes of go'd and silver coin in the circula- 
tion. Because the denominations of such notes are as great as 
$50 and $100, does that change their character, or prevent 
them from circulating as money? Assuredly not. Because 
bank notes are not a legal tender, does that prevent them from 
circulating ag money? Agsuredly not. Because, in some 
cases, they have been made payable te order, at a future un- 
certain dry, and were required to be endorsed by the payce in 
blank before they were put into circulation, did they not circu- 
late as money? Did not what were called the post notes of the 
late Bank of the United States—the $5, $10, and 820 notes— 
which were made payable to the cashiers of the branches, or 
order, and were endorsed by them, circulate as money, as freely 
as the notes of the aime denomination: payable to bearer? 
Now, if all this is true of bank notes, is there any obstacle in. 
terposed or existing to prevent these Treasury notes from cir- 
culating as money? They are issued ani received by the Govern- 
Ment in payment; their lenominations are the same as bank notes 
which circulate—eay 630 and $100, After the payee, who will 
probably be some clerk of the Treasury, or, to nse the words of 
the act, "afier the person to whose order, on the face thereof, they 
are payable,” hasby delivery anit assignment endorsed them, 
they will pass by delivery only, without further endorsement, 
in the same manner as if origina‘ly payable to bearer. 
Wherein, then, do they differ from the post notes of the late 
Bank of the United States, before referred to, and which circu- 
| ted as money aa freely as any o'her bank notes? The conclu- 
sio.1, therefore, is inevitable, that they wittcireutate ar: d 
Ifsuch is notthe design, whv refuse tothrow obstacles in the 
way of their circulation? Why not adopt the amendment I 
have. proposed, to make them transferable only by the special 
endorsement of each person into whose handa they may come? 
This would at once present aserious obstacle to iheir free cir- 
culation, but none to the negotiating or transferring them as 
p'edges on which to borrow money. The very refusal to adopt 
this amendment will be strong evidence of a derien to circulate 
the-n as money. Does any enedoubt that they will circniate 
as mmey? Ji fam right, then, in the several positions I have 
endeavored to establish these Treasury no.es will possess ail the 
infirmities of “bills of credit;” will, in fact, be “bills of credit;”’ 
and of couree,as such, unconatitutional. 

Mr. Chairman, there are two conclusions tobe drawn from 
these decisions of the Supreine Court. First, (hat ‘these pro- 
posed Treasury notes are unconstitutional; secondly, that bank 
paper is Constitutional. Jt has struck me, sir, withgreat str- 
prise, thata paper citculation so unconatitutiunal as that of 
Treasury notes ehould not only be countenanced, but even 
urged upon the country, by an administration which professes 
to be anxious to give to the'nation a constitutional currency. 
That an Administration which condemne bank paper as uncon- 
etirutiona! currency, ehould insist upon substituting for il a pa- 
per Issue so uneorsiitutional. That an Administration which 
condemn bauk paper because of its hability to Suctuation and 
depreciation, should sound unceasing praises in favor of a Go- 
veniment paper, at least equally liable to fluctuation and depre- 
ciation. Sir, all past experience bas proved that Freasury 
notes or Governmen! paper money will depreciate whenever 
the anreunt issued exceeds the amount of receipts intothe Trea- 
‘sury. During the Revelution the bille of credit ceaged at fast 
to be of any value whatever, and ruined thousands, During the 
Jate war, even those Treasury notes which bore an interest of 
five or six per Cent. and were issued from necessity, depre- 
ciated from ten to fifteen per cent. yea, more, below the par 
value, and, if the war had continued a few years longer, would 
have falen to fifty per eent. below par. Even after ihe war, 
they did not reach par value until they were made receivable in 
paytnent of subecriptions to the Bauk of the United Sates. 
Our ancestors, who had experienced ali the evita of such cur- 
rency, wisely endeavored, in framing the Constitution. to guard 
their Jescendai's froin hke sufiering; and new this Administra 
tion, professing to be the warm advocate uf a hard money con- 
etitatronal currency, and professing, too, to gaard the Constitu- 
tion from violation, by striet construction both in theory and 
practice, is now about to inundate the country wih a paper 
currency, unconstitutional and liable to all the evils of bank pa- 
per, without any of ita virtner ir, these are strange incon- 
sistencies, which: it will be difficult either to reconcile or to jus. 
tify before the people. If the amendment ig not adopted, Tean 
pot rate for the bili. l 
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SPEECH OF MR. HUNT, 
OT NEW YORK, / 
In the House of Representatives, June 3,A840—On the Bub- 
Treasury bii  ’ 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Icean well imaging th i 
ticipate a ‘lead majority in favor of thb bif! under consideration 
may feel impatient at any delay; yet, as fhis is the only distinc- 
tive measure sithe Administration, and felieving the time not 
misspent which may be employed iu hdgest endeavors w arouse 
the people of this country Cere too late)’ fo a sense of their condi- 
tion, l cannot content myself with giviég a mere silent vote. 1 
rejoice, sir, that the Administration, afier having fought under 
cover for ten years past against the best interests of this country, 
has at length thrown off disguise, and now stands forth the 
avowed enemy of the credit system, and of banks as furming a 
necessary part of that system. 

Before proceeding to assign some of my objections to the pre- 
sent bill, allow me to carry back the recollection of gentlemen to 
the origin of this warfare, and to trace briefly the manner in 
which it has been conducted. The retrospect may be servicen- 
ble as showing, on the part of rulers, consummate tact and cun- 
ning systematically employed to ruin credit and enlarge Execa- 
tive patronage; and, on the part of the people, a blind credulity 
in professions unparallele! in the history of the world. 

Previous to 1828 banking had been kept separate from the 
Potisics of the country; matters of business had been considered 
asthe common property of men of all parties; all met upon 
change, inthe shop, and the field, upon a perfect equality; 
business knew no political tesis any more than it did religicus 
ones; and, by common consent, all men met in their busi- 
ness relations in friendship, asking on the one hand, or giving 
on the other, no further preference than such as inevitably be- 
longs to superior skill, industry and economy. 

It was lett for the present day, a day of small lights, ema’! 
things, and small men, to institute a police having special 
charge of the avsociations and business of private tife; and ac- 
cordingly, whiist E 2m speaking, report says that the Monumen- 
tal erty is the theatre of a court of inquiry, presided over by a 
gallant solJier from my own district, (Gen. Wool.) for theim- 
portant pur; -ose of ascertaining whether Major Lendrum and 
Captain Dusenbury, of the army, have really presumed to pa- 
tronize Whigs in the purchase of Government supptics. 

Tn 1829, the present Executive of the nation was Governor of 
the State of New York; and, 1n his Message of the 6:h of Janua- 
ry, 1829, to the Legislature of that State, he says: $ 

“To dispense with banks altogether isan idea which seems to 
have no advocate; and to make ourselves wholly dependent upon 
these established by eċeral authority, deserves none. I! these 
are correct views, the only alternative would seem to be between 
a rénewal of the charters of the sound part of the existing banks, 
or to anticpate the winding up of their concerns by the incorpo- 
ratione of new institutions. ’? 

To understand fully the bearing of the language I have quo- 
ted, allow me to say that, at the time of the delivery of this mes- 
sage, there were in Naw York, in operation, forty banks, with a 
capital paid in of fifteen millions. Ofthis forty, the chariers 
ofthirty-oue were about to expire. It will readily occur to 
every mind that a most fivorable apportunity was here pre- 
s nted ofcheckins the increase of what is now considered a 
great evil—banking institutions, And I can almost fancy I hear 
the friends of the President (not entirely familiar with the ma. 
chinery of New York politics then in operation) asking why he 
did-not avail himself of this favorable opportunity to put in 
practice the doctrines of the present day? 

Mr. Chairman, I answer this question, which I know 
mnet suggest itselfto the mind of stranger—the answer can 
afford.no information to the New York politician of that or this 
day—ihe whole thing was then, as now, well understood by us 
of New York. 

The monetary toncerns of the State (and, as soon as might he, 
ofthe country) were to be connected with its politics—with the 
central power, holding the diapensation of patronage and cffice, 
then resident at Alany. 

This, sir. is theanswer. This explanation shews you why 
Mr. Ven Buren, a native of the most commercia! State in vie 
Union. and then its Governor, had not then discovered the evils 
of banking-—the evils of credit. 

Well. sir, as every body knew they would, a Legis'ature com- 
posed of the partisans of the President proceeded, with all con- 
venient speed, to carry out his views, and on the 2d April, 1829, 
the act commonly called and known as the safety-fund bank act 
became a law of the State of New York. Sir, I opposed that 
act with such foree as I possessed; and so did the friends of my 
country, with whom I then and still have the honor to act. But, 
sir, the machinery was put in operation in epite of lamentations 
in or out of my own Letislature; and the banks in number in- 
creaged fiom forty, as they stood in 1829, to ninety-six chartered 
ones, as they stood on Ist January, 1£40. They increased from 
a capital paid in, in 1529. of $15,000,000, to a capital, as it siood 
on Ist January, 1840, of €26,851 460, i 

Bat, sir, thisis otal; end that you of the Old Dominion, and 
others, Who know very litice of the peculiar features of Van 
Rurenism in my own State, may understand something of its 
beauties, permit me to say that three commissioners were to be 
appointed to superintend the coacerns of the banka. And, str, 
fet me tell you these gentlemen commissioners, dependent fur 
their existence upou the central political power to which l have 
alluded, possessed a mote Irresponsible power and contro! over 
the banking institutions of my own State than was ever pos- 
sessed by an Eastern Sultan over bis harcm, or an autocrat of 
Russia over his ses fs. 

And, siz, the kalf is not yet told. Before these learned and in- 
dependent bank commissioners had an opportunity ef exercic- 
ing their fatherly care for the good ef the party, there was ano- 
ther process necessary-to be gone through in the organization 
o! the new banks—a provess equally well calculated to give sa- 
tisfaction to business nen and inspire corfidence in the entire 
purity and patriotism of the party and its creatures, the com- 
missioners. This process was the distribution of stuck to sub- 
acribers in the fifty six new banks created under Van Buren 
auspices. 


gentlemen who an- 


Sir, the party, for party purposes, (not business or. commer- . 


cial.) wanted a bank at Kinderhook, the birth-p'ace of the Pre- 
sideat. This reasonahie want was of course satisfied. So, 
too, a bank was wanted in Troy, my own cily; but i was a 
business institution that was asked for there, and nota political 
one. Still, sir, as the bed of the parry wasofa fixed and iroa 
length, why, of course, the wants of Fray, commercial as she 
was, halto submit to the prescribed measure of Precrnates. 


Well, sir, the party have asked fur the charter; of course it is 
granted; and threc commissioners are appointed by the same 
party to distribute the stock. You are ready, 1 have no deubt, 
asan honorable, high-minded man, to say td me, those stocks 
were distributed according to business wanta. Sir, let me tell 
you you are much mistaken. The paity wasto be taken care 
of; and as stocks, during (hese palmy days of Van Bureniem, 
were eagerly sought for, and bore a high premium, why, of 
course, Connections of bank commiussioncre, male and female, 
worthless and irresponsivie, and someeven uponthe jail limits 
of my State, received large dis ribudive shares of stock, and the 
nextday pocketed an advance of five, ten, or fifteen per cent. 
on that stock, as the case might be, in selling out to some unfor- 
tunate Whig, whose only recommendation was his huginess 
habits, wants, and ability topay ‘or, own, and keepstock. Bir, 
the profligacy of this whole system Fas been so alarming as to 
excite the attention of tLe highest judicial tribunai of the State 
in more than cne inetance, and, in at least ore instance, call for 
and receive the atiention of a grand jury in presenting one of 
these precious creatures of political favoritism as a fit subject 
for the penitentiary. ‘To such an exient was this system ear- 
ried, that honest men, of all parties, sought relief fron it in the 
ge of what iscommonly called the * free banking law” of 
my State—a syste that went into operation under the moat 
unjavurable auspices, and which, thus far, has had to struggle 
wih the monetary embasrassirent produced by the action of 
Government, superadded to the deadly hostility of every luco- 
foco federal recipient of the favors of monopolies, 


Thus, sir, in New York (my native Siate) regan the con- 
nection between politics and banking; the control, by a cen- 
tral power at Albany, through the creation of banks; the distri- 
bution of stuck by political commissioners; and the super- 
visory power of partisan bank commissioners of the monetary 
affairs of the State, This was done by the co-styled Demo- 
cracy, the no bank party; and partisans made their per cent- 
age, m the way of premium. upon stocks they could nether 
pay for nor keep, and political mfluerce was given and most 
fearfully wielded, 

Let us now shift the. scene from Albany to Portamouth — 
from New York to New Hampshire—and contemplate a move- 
ment simultaneous dif not concerted) with the one we;have wit- 
nessed in New York, and ter.ding to the same object. 

In the summer of 1829, Jeremiah Mason, President of the 
branch Bank ef the United States at Portsmouth, refused to 
lend his branch ta the political schemes of Isaac Hil, and 
President Biddle refused to remove Mason from office. This 
Rpirit of independence gave offence, and hostilities against the 
Bank were immediately commence: at the East. 

It has been stid that the extraordinary man who then pre- 
sided over this country had seme private grievar ces of his own, 
arising out of transactions of the Bank in the Southwest, the 
memory of which he had kept fresh. Be this, however, ae it 
may, the quarrel was soon made his own by General Jack- 
son, who changed the battle ficld from Portsmouth to Wash- _ 
ington. 

In the message of General Jackson, of December 8, 1629, 
he says: ; 

“The charter of the Bank of the United Statesexpires in 1836, 
and its stockholders will most probably apply for a renewal of 
their privileges.” www chee . 

Again: “Both the constitutionality and the expediency of the 
law creating this bank are well questioned by a large portion of 
our fellow-citizens; and it must be admitted by all that it has 
failed in the great end of establishing a uniform and sound cur- 
rency.” 

Resta: “Under thee circumstances, if such an institution iw 
deemed essential to the fiscal operations at the Government, I 
submit, to the wisdom of the Legislature whether a national one, 
founded upon the credit of the Guvernment and its revenues, 
might not be devised, which would avoid all constitutional dif- 
fieutties, and, at the same time, secure all the advantages to the 
Government and country that were expected to result frem the 
present hank.” 

In the message of December 7, 1830, General Jackson 
gaye: 

T Nothing has occurred to lessen, in any degree, the dangers 
which many of our citz:ns apprehend from that institution 
{the United States Bank}as at present organized.” 

Again: “It is thought practicable to organize such a bank, 
with the necessary officers, asa branch of the Treasury De- 
parment, based on the public and individwal deposites, &e. 

Were we have very distinctly shadowed forth the project of a 
Treasury Bank—that kind of Government engine providi d for 
in the present bill, by those who deem it glory enough to follow 
in the footsteps of “the greatest and best.” 

We have, too, an assumption which, by its very boldness and 
disregard of facts, was well calcula‘ed to command credence. 
The State papers to which J have referred speak as flippantly 
of the unconstituunatity of a National Bank as they would 
have dere hal the writer been entirely ignorant that such 
men as George Washington, Jams Madison, and John Mar- 
shali had given the sanction of their mighty namesto its con- 
siitutionality. A 

And, in the came tpirit these papers assert that “a uniform 
and sonnd cunecncy”? had not been established, i 

As thes is mere assertion, standing opposed to the experi- 
enee of forty years, Iwill nut insult the Intelligence of those 
who fear ine by reasoning upon the subject, but will venture te 
weet it by anassertion, supporied by ail faet and cxperierer, 
viz. thal no Goveruimentin the world possessed, or ever did 
p undand unin a curreucy as the Govemmient 
of tuere United Siates at the very time spoken of, 

Thus far we have no direct intimation of hostility to Bate in- 
stitutions ef credit, bat a cource of remark well calculated to de- 
ceive those ineresicd in State banks; und, accordingly, we find 
the State institutions, actuated in part by cupidiiy, in part by 
political motives, embarking with great zeal iu the crusade 
agait the monster, the Bank of the United States. 

On the Lth July, 1639, in the veto message, General Jackson 
suyS, a Bank of the United Sta'es, competent to all the du- 
ties whicli may be required by the Government, might be so or- 
ganized as patto infringe on our own delegated powers or the 
teserved rights of the states, E do nut entertain a doutt. Mad 
the Fxecutive been called uron te furnish the project of such an 
institution. the duty wor'd have been cheerfully performed.” 

The Gaveimment deposites were removed Irem the Bank cf 
the United Status in September, IP33; and on the £6th cf that 
month, Mr. Taney, then Secretary of the Treasury, wrote to the 
presilant of the Girard Bank, in Philadelphia, as followe: “The 
deposites ef pubicc mopey Will enable you ta afford incyenged 
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facilities to commerve, and to extend your accommodation to 
individuals.” 

Ue the 9h of October, 1333, the same Sceretary wrote to the 
president of the Malne Bouk, at Poriland, thus: “The deposites 
urthe public money will enable you to afford increased facili 
ties to tho commercial and other classes of the communii#; and 
the Department anticipates from you the adoption of such a 
course respects your alco modations as will prove accepta- 
big te the people and safe to the Government.” 

Similar instructions were given to the uther deposite banks; 
and about the first of May, 1586, thirty six of these deposite 
banks held of the tGovervment money §38 496,755 09. 

When we reflect that, at the time Lam speaking of, it was 
the boast of the Administration that the Siate banks were abun- 
damly competent to perform all the duties previously per- 


formed by the Unival Staies Bank, and to supply the wants of | 


a greal peuple emphatically commercial, the tendency as well 
as object ef the instructions Ì have quoted cannot be mistaken. 
Thus stimu‘ated, if not commanded, the State banks did m- 
trese the luans; and the States themselves started off in a 
race of competition in the creation of new banks. 

In 1580 the number of banks may be estimated at three hun- 
dred; in January, 1935, at seven hundred and filty, with a cir. 


eu'ation double what it was in 1530. Plorida, during the years i 
of banking capital of; 


1835, 738, proposed an ficrease 
12,000,009, and New York, in the winter of 1636, increased 
her bank capital $5,670,000. 


Oa the 2d of December, 1534, General Jackson, in his mes- 


sage. thus speaks: 
“Happily tt is already illustrated that the agency of such an 


iustiiution [Bank of the United States] is not neceseary to the 
fiscal operations ef the Government. The State Vanks are 
found fully 
were required of the Bank of the United States, quite as prompt 
Ty, and with the same cheapness. They have maintained them- 
selves and discharged all these duties, while the Bank of the 
United States was stil! powerful and in the fie'd as an open 
eneny; and it is not possible to conceive that they will find 
greater difficulties in theirt operations when tat enemy shall 
cease to exis!” 

Mr. Woodbury, in bis report of Sth December, 1835. says: 

“This Deparunemt takes pleasure in ztating that the public 
mo.ty continues to be collected and deposited, under th: pre- 
seat system of sejected banks, with great ease and economy in 
al cases, and with greater m some than at any former period. 
The transfers of ii to every quarier of the country where it is 
needed for disbursement have never heen effected with more 
promptitude, and have been ninde entirely free of expense to 
the Treasury. The payments to creditors, officers, and pen- 
sioners have been punctual and convenieni; and the whole fis- 
cal operations through the Siate banks have, ds yet, proved 
highly satisfactory. Incidental to this, the facilities that have 
been furnished to the commercial community in domesiic ex- 
changes were probably never greater, or at so moderate rates.” 

In his messag2 of Sth December, 1°36, General Jackson says: 

“To retain it in the Treasury unemployed in any way is im- 
ptaciicable. l is, besides, against the genius of our free insti- 
iniions to lock up ia vaults the treasure of the nation. To 
take from the people the rieht of bearing arms, and put their 
weapons of defence in the bands of a standing army, would be 
scarcely more dangerous to their liberties than to permit the 
Goverament to accumulate immense amounts of treasure be- 
yond the supplies necessary to its legitimate wants. Such a 
treasure would doubuess be employed 
been in other countrice, when opportnity tempted ambition.” 

This language was hellin tmmediace reference to the then 
surplus revenue, but the argument is equally applicable to the 
Int under consideration, so far as the bill is calculated to withe 
draw the people's money from circulation atid lock it up in 
vaults and safes. — 

Again, he says, iu the same message: 

“Experience continues to realize the expectations entertained 
as to the capacity uf the Siate banks to perform the duties of fis- 
cal agents for the Government atthe time vi the removal of the 

ites”? 

Mr. Woodbury, in his report of the 6th of December, 13936, 
saye: ©The mouey in the Treasury has been safely kept during 
the year 1538. 

Let us here pause; for we have now traced our rulers town 
to a period within five months of the universal crash ia money 


matters wnich took piace in the spring of 1837, and the eflects | 


of which were felt throughout the length and breadth of the 
land. Paueing here, it is certain the cry that all was well was 
the fallacious cae of a drunsen, sleepy sentinel upon his post. 
Didour rulers know the untruth of iheir statements? Hf so, a 
poor complimeut is paid the heart. i } 
%, a poor compliment is paid the head. In either view, 
from a defeet of heart or head, or both, their incompetency is 
most manifest. : 

Well, the suspension of 1637 came. It surprised ‘no one ex- 
cept our rulers, the very men who, ofall others, should not have 
been surprised, (perhaps they were not, but they affecied to be;) 
for they had been forewarned, and should have been fore armed. 
For years, ihe other part of this Hai! had rung with ihe elo- 
quence of the greatorator from the West, and of the Constitu- 
tion's champion from the East, predicting, almost with pro- 
phetic accuracy, the disastrous results of the experiments of our 
rulere upon (he currency of thenation. Had none but the State 
banks been invo!ved in the ruin, 1 should not have regretted 
their fate. It would have seemed a most fit retribution for their 
subeerviency to power. But every great interest of the coun- 
try felt the shock. ‘The commercial, manufacturing, agricul. 
tural, in its turn, and, moat of all, the poor nan, in his labor and 
is rewards. . 

Now comcs the demonstration on the partof the Govern- 
ment—the proof of the proposition with which I started, viz: a 
eeitled hostility to the credit system with a view of enlarging 
Executive power, ang perpetuating supremacy, by the union of 
u sword. ' 

"The erage wito seduced the banks from the line of duty, 
tum upon them, and urge that departure as a reason for their 
correction! No, for their destruction. "3 i 

in the message ur tke 4th September, 1937, the President 
“Ane history of trade in the United States for the last three 
or four years alforde ihe most convincing evidence that our pre- 
sent condition ischietly to be attributed to overacticn 12 all the 
departments of business; an overaction, deriving, perhaps, its 
first impuiser hon antecedent causes, bu stimulated to its de- 
structive consequences hy excessive issuri of hank paper, and 
hy other facilities for the acquiition sid enlargement of crotit 


adequate to the performance of all eervices which | 


at some time, as it has | 


Were they ignoran? Ir f 
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At the commencement of the year 1834, the banking capital of 
the United States, including that of the national bank then ex- 
istivg, amounted toabout two hundred millions of dollars; the 
bank notes then iù circulation to aboutninety-tive millions; and 
the loans and discounts of the banks to three hundred and 
twenty-four millions. Between thattimeand the firstof Janu- 
ary, 1836, being the latest period to which accurate accounts 
have been received, our banking capital was increased to more 
than two hundred and fifty-one millions; our paper circula- 
tion to more than one hundred and forty millions, and the loans 
and di.counts to more than four hundred and fifty-seven mil- 
lions. To this vast increase areto be added the many millions 
of credit, acquired by means of foreign loans, contracted by the 
States and Sate institutions, and, above all, by the lavish ac- 
commmodations extended by foreign dealers to our merchants.” 

Againhe says: “The present and visible effects of these cir- 
cumstances on the operations of the Government and on the 
industry of the people point out the objects which cali for your 
immediate attention. They are, to regulate by law the safe- 
keeping, transier, and disbursement of the public moneys; to 
designate the funds to be received and paid by the Government; 
w enable the Treasery to meet promyitly every demand upon it; 
to prescribe the terms of indulgence. and the mods of setne- 
ment to be adopted, as well in collecting from individuals the 
revenue that has accrued, as in withdrawing it from former 
depositories; and to devise and adopt such further measnres 
within the constitutional competency of Congress as will be 
bes! calculated to revive the enterprise and promote the pros- 
perity of the country. , 

“For the deposite; transfer. and disbursement of the revenue, 
national and State banks have alwaye, with tempotary and li- 
mited exceptions, been heretofore employed; bui, although ad- 
vocates of each system are still to be found, it is apparent that 
the events of the last few months have greatly augmented the 
desire, long existing among the people of the United States, to 
separate the fiscal operations cf the Government from those o 
individua!s or corporations. 

“again to create a National Bank, as a fiscal agent, would be 
to disregard the popular will, twice solemnly and unequivocally 
expressed. On no question of domestic policy is there stronger 
evidence that the sentiments of a large majority are deliberately 
fixed; an I cantot concur with those who think they see, in re- 
cent events, a proof that these sentiments are, or a reason that 
they should be, changed.” 

Again he says: 

“Ia the mran time, it isourduty to provide all the remedies 
against a depreciated paper currency which the Constitution en- 
ables us to afford. The Treasury Department, on several former 
occasions, has suggested the propriety and importance of a uni- 
form law concerning bankruptcies of corporations and other 
bankers. Through the instru: entality of such a law, a salu- 
tary check may doubiless be imposed on the issues of paper mo- 
ney, and an effectual remedy given to the citizen in a way at 
once equal in all parts of the Union, and fully authorized by the 
Constitution.” 

Passing the intermediate messages and Congressional action, 
with the mere remark that there was a sort of non-committalism 
about them that enabled partisans, where they judged it expe- 
dient, to urge that the President was not unfriendly to the cre- 
dit system, and which delusion inight have continued, but for 
his tour North during the summer of 1839, when the Simon 
Pures of the party compelled him to throw off all disguise, we 
come to the message of 2d December, 1839, 

That this Jast paper is drawn with political tact I readily ad- 
mit; but, with the exception of its candor in Waging open war 
upon credit, I cannot say any thingin its commendation. In 
every other particular it is delueive and dvuble faced. He 
says: ‘The financial operations of the Government during 
the present year have, lam happy to.say, been very success- 
ful.” 

Is thie so? What shall we-say of the financial skill of those 
who, but four years since, found a-nation out of debt, with mil- 
lions of surplus on hand, and who, during the part year, have 
been compelied to resort to the credit of that nation to the 
amount of millions, in the shape of Treasury.notes, in order to 
carry on the ordinary husiness of Government? 

Speaking ofthe reduction of expenditure, he says: 

“With a determination, so far as depends on ine. to continue 
this reduction, } have directed the estimates for 1840 to be sub- 
jected to the severest scrutiny, and to be limited to the absolute 
requirements of the public service.” oe 

Speaking of the necessity of practising rigid economy, he 


gays: 

TWith the Legislature rest the power and duty of so adjusiing 
the public expenditure as to promote thisend, By the provi- 
sions of the Constitution, it is only in consequence of appropria- 
tions made by law that money can be drawn from the Treasury. 
No instance has occurred since the establishment of the Go- 
vernment in which the Executive, though the component part 
of the legistative power, has interposed an objection to an appro- 
priation bill on the’ sole ground of its extravagance. His duty 
in this respect has been considered fulfilled by requesting such 
appropriations only as the publicservices may be reasonably 
expected to require ”? ne 

‘An independent legislator cannot but be struck with the pow- 
ers here claimed for himeelf by the President, and ought to feel 
grateful that thus far he has forborne their exercise. He has 
not vetoed a law merely on the ground of its containing aùn ex- 
travagant appropriation. This certainly is king and conside- 
rate towards the representatives of the people. Bot what 
part of the Constitution makes the President “a component 
part of the legislative power?’ According to former readings, 
it has been supposed that the Executive, legislative, and Judi- 
cial branches were not only separate and distinct, but were so 
designed to be; and that the power vested in the President of 
returning bilfa, with his objections stated, was a power given 
for self-protection, and not for interference with the pulicy or 
extravagance of appropriation—a shield to the Executive 
branch, and not a sword to be turned against the people—a 
weapon for defence, but not for attack. i f 

Then the homily on economy comes to us with peculiar 
force and fitness, from the head of an Administration which 
has run up the expenses of the Government from an average of 
thirteen millions. in 1S241-’8, to an average of thirty-seven mil- 
i in 1839-"40. i g 
sare au p this part of the message of its diplomatic court lan- 
gnaze, and in plain English it means that the Legislature of the 
ration are bonnd to take the estimates of the President. Not to 
go beyond them at the peril of being branded as extravafant; 
not to fail shert of them at the like peril of being denenncedag 
factions. The Legislatura keeping strictly within the pre- 
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scribed limits, the machinery of Government may possibly be 
kept in motion through the present year without further loans. 

ut the national works must be arrested in an unfinished 
state —progress in the Cumberland road must cease—the im- 
provement of the Hudson river stop—the mariner on your 
coast perish for want of hight houses, and property and life 
be lost upon the Jakes for want of harbors; and the bills now 
pressed upon us from the Departments, for the armed occu- 
pation of Florida, and for aa additional military force for 
that unfortunate Teritory must uot pass, because the ex- 
penses to be Incurred are not included in the estimates; or, if 
passed, those expenses are to be charged to legislative extrava- 
gance. | 

Speaking of the partial suspension of the banks in 1839, the 
President says: ‘ 

“There was nothing in the condition of the country to endan- 
ger a well managed banking institution. Commerce was derang- 
ed hy no foreign war; every branch of manufacturing industry 
was croweed with rich rewards; and the more than usual abun- 
dance of our harvests, after supplying our domestic wants, had 
jefi our eranaries and storehouses filled with a surplus for exe’ 
portation.” 

Tbe suffering manufacturers and their thousands of work- 
men at Pittsbuig, at Patereon, and at Lowell, must have 
felt this portion of the message as adding insult to their in- 

uries, 
j Again the President cays: 

“The weight which presses upon a large portion of the people 
and the States, isan enormous debt, foreign and domestic. The 
foreign debt of cur States, corporations, and men of business, 
can scarcely be less than two hundred millions of dollars, 
requiring more than ten millions of dollars a year to pay the in- 
terest.’ 

This is strange language for a Republican President to use. 
Wh:t has he ta do with the private aifairs of individuals, or 
with the debt of New York? For my own Siate, I can say, she 
has the proud satisfaction of knowi: g that she was the pioneer 
in the great and beneficent work of internal improvement. Un» 
aided ‘and alone she has marched forward toward the com- 
pletion o! he: own system, and unaided ard alone she will kee » 
her faith to creditors untarnished, and punctually meet al! her 
engagements. . 

Hut, strange asis the language of the President, its object, to 
wit, to cripple the Stat, destroy their credit, and increase Ex- 
ecu ive power and patronage, will very plainly appear when I 
refer hereafier to the action taken on the suggestion of the 
message in another branch of the Legislature. 

Andsuch is the message of 1639, ingenuous in no particular 
save the one formerly mentioned by me, that is, its open hostility 
to the credit systm ofthe country. And the bill before us is but 
a legislative enactment of the views ofthe message, and is equal- 
ly free, with it, from ary doubt as to its vbject, aim, and inevita- 
ble tendency. - 

I now come to the second part of my argument, as proposed 
to myself at the outset of my remarks—the attempt to assign 
some of the objections | have to this bill, and some of the 
reasons why I bave thus far and shall continue to oppose it in all 
its stages. 

And, first, the President says: 

“Prom the result of inquiries made by the Secre‘ary of the 
Treasury, in regard to the practice among :hem, [other na- 
tions,] Fam enabled (o state that, in twenty-two out of twenty- 
seven foreign Governments, from which undoubied informa- 
tion has been obta‘ned, the public moneys are kept in charge of 
public officers. This concurrence of opinion in favor of that 
system is perhaps as greatas existson any question of internal 
administration.” 

And the Secretary of the Treasury enumerates amongst those 
foreign Governments, Prussia, Austria, European and Aeiatic 
Turkey, Cuba, &c. 

Some of the despotic Governments enumerated by the Secre- 
tary have no banks, and, of couree, must employ other agents 
to keep their fund-; some of them are small Territories and 
Principalities, (scarcely larger than the towns ef my own State,) 
easily overlooked and watched; and some of them are but just 
emerging from b:rbarism. With the exception of the system 
of education in Prussia—a system mainly deperdent for its 
creation and existence upon the sagacity of a prince far in ad- 
vance of his fellows—a Republican will lock in vain through 
the list of States for any thing worthy his imitation. , 

The hberty of republican Tw key is not what the patriots of 
76 fought and bled for, and scqnired for their descendants and 
country. Nor doour people covet the institutions of Cuba, 
though it be the land of the bloodhound, that most eflicient aux- 
iliary ef a Christian army, of a Christian Kepublic, in ite war 
upon a miserable remnant of a once powerful Tace of savages. 
Besides, judging from present appearances, Cuta is in danger 
of running cif the hard money track; for even thete discussions 
are now going on in the Government paper at Havana, as to 
the expediency of adopting the banking system; and England 
and the United States are cited as examples of Ms eminent 
utility. Our rulers should took to this appreach to liberty ius 
Cubha ere it betoolatr. ee g 7 A 

IL. The measure proposed must, in its operation, evipple, if 
not destroy. the hanks of the country, and with them credit of 
all kinde. The President intends that the measure shall affect 
them. He says: ` i : 

“Ina country so commercial as ours, barke, in some form, 
will probably always exist; butthis rerves only to render it the 
more incumbent on us, notwithstanding the disconrage ments ct 
the pasi, to strive in our respective stations lo mitigate the evi's 
they produce.” g “tid ; 

He seems here to be sensible that commerce requires credit. 

Allow me to state the reason. BP hold it asan axiom in po- 
litical economy, That no commercial Laion van havea specie 

rency sufficient forits wants.” 
ae monetary and trading transactions caunot be represented 
on. . è 

in buli President assumes there may be in the country eighty- 
five miiiions of Collarsin epccie. T suppose there are hot morc 
than sixty millions. Well, whatis a circulating medium but 
the meaus of representing the trausfers of the wealth of produc- 
ep gaei in its various shapes, constitutes the wealth of a 

eople. We produce vastly ore than formerly, and yet this 
pit seeks to reduce the means of represenung the transier of 
thet wealth of production, and it will do so, Who, then, will 

oduce? What object to do 69, beyond supplying the sim. 
Ficat wants of rature? Produce and you cannot sell; or, if se, 
Pi vices making itan object to produce forsale, ; 

Much hap bach eoid at diferent times and in different Riste 
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papers, about France being mainly a hard money Govern- 
ment. 

Let us eee, for a moment, what France—not as she wus, clad 
in complete armor, and, like the Ishmaelite of old, warring with 
every brother, but a3 she is, disposed to cultivate the arts of 
pea ‘e, and convinced that, from her geographical position, soil, 
and climate, she is destined to take the highest rank amongst the 
commercial nations of the world, thinks of this matter. 

The Journal des Debats of the 15:h of November, 1839, 
mys. 

“At this time, commercial! transactions absorb in France a ca- 
pital of three milliards of francs, (six hundred millions of dol- 
lars,) inthe unproductive form of specie. The Chambers will 
have to inquire how far, by means of a bark, to be in reality, 
by its faculties, the bank of all France, this unproductive capi. 
tal can be gradually diminished, in order to apply part of it to 
more profitabie purposes,” 

This bill, when in full operation to the vast extent of Govern- 
ment transactions, in impos's, land sales, and postage, receives 
and re ises nothing butspecie. To the extentof these trane- 
actions, the Government takes the specie from the banks, thus 
crippling, if not ruining them; and it heards it up, useless to 
every one. 

IM. The plan is expensive and unsafe. This is an old 
and very ubvious objection, but can lose none of its force by 
repetition. The bill itself shows a large expenditure con- 
templated at the oulset; what that expenditure may amount 
to in the end we may from past experience conjecturé; and 
as tothe other branch of the objection, the insecurity of the 
Measure, ergument would be thrown away (after the cases 
of Swartwout and Price, to say nothing of other:,) in en- 
deavoring to illustrate or strengthen it, I therefore content 
myself with merely a!luding to it, in passing as briefly as possi- 
b'e over some of the prominent heads of the remaining part of 
my argument. 

V. It virtually creates a Government bank without the 
commercial benefits and facilities of a National Bank, organ- 
zed upon the true basis, It isa bank of deposite, with the 
collector, receiver, postmaster, &c. A bank of issue with the 
Secretury of the ‘Freasury, and may become, for aught I see, 
one of distonnt a'so. The Secretary may draw drafte, these 
will form acicculating medium betterand cheaper than coin. 
The cheaper currency always replaces the dearer one. This 
ie a law of trade. At any rate, it is to depend upon the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury how long the drafts may remain out, and, 
ofcourse, how long circulate as money. 

V. The threatened evil has already reduced property of all 
kinds; the bill in full operation will bring it still lower.’ The 
merchant has gene by the boa d already, and the manufacturer 
and mechanic are struggiing fur bare existence. The revenue 
is gone in antivipaticn, even. In the city of New York, where 
the President says, in his late message, fifteen millions dollars 
were received by the collector the present (thei) year, but 
9300,0.0 of duties have been secured turing the month of Ja- 
nuary, 1840. In Janusry, 1859, $1,300,000 were secured; thus 
sbowiag a falling off of one million in a single month. 

The- farmer, too, is now fee:ing the beginning of te end. 
Of what value to him are the smiles cf Providence upon his 
crops? Canheseilthem at living prices? The President, in- 
deed, felicitates tiie country, as I have shown you, on its pros- 
perity. But who else, either in or out of this Hall, with the 
facts of the dav before him, has the hardihood thus to sport and 
laugh at the sufferings of an entire people? The language of 
the message, in reference tu our prosperity, chills the blood as 
it would to see the physician stand over his patient, writhing 
in the agonies of death, smile in his face, and teil him he was 
gotting well. 

That there is univerzal derangement in business, and conse.» 
quent distress, stand admitted by all, save the President; and it 
is curious to bear the various and warring reasons assigned for 
this distreas by the political quacks and charlatans of the day. 
One says it is owing tothe overtrading of the merchants and 
people; another atuibutes it to wild speculation; another to 
over-issues of the banks; but the evlution of the whole difliculty 
has been given by three very wise men of my own State, the 
bank commigsionere—men deriving their existence and poli- 
tical consequence from a system device] by the Executive of 
the Union, for the purpose of combining the monetary inierests 
of my State with its party(politics. 

In their annual report, submitted to the Legislature of New 
York on the 24h Janudry , 1¢40, they say: 


“As no rise of prices was perceptible here during the suspen- 
sion, so po fall was occasioned by the resumption, and the pro 
dace of the country went forward at very fair, if not large 
prices; and a large circulation of bank paper was sus- 
tuned during the au:umno of 1338 and the early par: of the 
following year. The cver-preduction induced by the high 
prices of preceding years was uot at that time ap- 
parent, and had not produced its legitimate effect upon 
prices, wiich more receitiy has been severely felt. It is quite 
apparent now that prices have heretofore teen too high, and 
qune fortunate for many who then compliined cf the want of 
money to purchase the proluce of the country, that it was vot 
more abun lan; and equally fortunate, we think, forthe banks, 
that the limito; the’r circulation was not enlarged at the last ses- 
sion, as some were deshous of having it.” 

Now if this were not too serious a matter for mtrr:ment, one 
might feel disposed to laugh to hear pretended financiers ant po- 
litical economists ta!king about universal distress upon the rich 
and poor, produced by an abundance of the necessaries of life. 
Trey tell the farmer (and f wish him to note it) “that prices 
have heretofore becn tuo high.” And tothe farmers | would say, 
in relerence to the avewal cf the above sentimicn’, stand by and 
eee your farms reduccd in value by political action for partisan 
purposes, and then. it you can find it in your hearts to de so, lend 
your support to this class of poliucians, for they c'ainm to be the 
exclusive fiiende uf the country and the people, and they intend 
evinaing that friendsiip by the destruction of industry, and the 
value of every Cescription of property. 

Last, though not least, the poor man, the laborer, is destined 
to feel tha operation of this Lill ia Rs Dlighiag effects upon the 

rice of his labor, and his ability to procure employment. ‘ 
abor must come down ia piiee is admittcd, Senator Buchanan 
in hig epeech cf 224 Jauuaty, 1840, says: 

“If, therefore, you shoul) in some degree reduce the nominal 
price paid forlaber, byy ducing re amount of your benk issues 
within reasonable and s f+ limits, and establishing a metallic 
basis for your paper circulation, would this injure the laborer? 
Certainly not, because the price of ali the necessaries and cem- 
frs of life are reduced in the same proportion, aud he wiil Le 


ab'e to purchase more of them for one dollarin a sound state of 
the currency, than he could have done in the days of extrava- 
gant expansion for a dollar and a quarter.” i 
The poor man is to get the wages of France, Sweden, Bavaria, 
Belgium, Germany, Netherlands, Italy, and Saxony; that is to 
say, an average of about Ög per day, ani generality without 
board. Do tea, sugar, coffee, and foreign fabrics come dewn to 
our hard-money currency? Nc; we must buy and sell by the 
foreign standard. And, of course, the poor man must perform 
(ii he can get any one to employ him) at least twice the amount 
of labor he now does to enabie him to purchase a foreign article. 
But who isto employ the laboring man? What inducement 
will be left to invest capital in merchandise, in manufacturing, 


or building? The whole argument may te stated in the case of © 


a eon ofthe Emerald Isle. He came to marketin New York, 
and wanted to buy achicken. The price was 25 cents. Pat 
said he cou'd get as good a chicken in Ireland for 6 pence. The 
owner very naturally said, “Then why do you not return to Fre- 
land?’ “Is it return you would have me? Arrah! when I get 
there; who will give me employment by which to earn the 6 
ence? 
P Who can, in this general stagnation of life and business, 
be benefited? The rich man, who owes nothing, and the office- 
holier, receiving his fixed salary, and selling his gold at a pre- 
mium. 

Vi, and lastly. This bili unites in the Executive the purse 
and the sword. It will increase fearfully the already oversha- 
dowing power of that department. ‘Ihat power must be cir- 
cumescribed, or it needs no prophet to predict the fate of our insti- 
tutions. The danger from the Executive power was most forci- 


bly depicted in 1826, in a report submitted to the other branch of `; 


the National Legislature. 

Tn that report Colonel Benten saye: 

“The committee are of opinion thatit is expedient to dimi- 
nish, or to regulate by law, the Executive patronage of the Fe- 
deral Government, whenever the same can be done consistently 
with the provisions of the Constitution, and without impairing 
the proper efficiency of the Government.” 

Again: “The committee rest their opinion on the ground that 
the exercise of great patronage in the hands of one man has a 
constant tendency to sully the purity of. our institutions, and to 
endangef the livertics of the country,” ; À 

Again: ‘The scene shifts from this imaginary region, where 
laws execute themselves, to the theatre of real life, wherein 
they are executed by civil and military officers, by arm‘es and 
navies, by courts of justice, by the collection and disbursement 
of revenue, with all its train of salaries, jobs, and contracts; 
and in this aspect of the reality, we behold the working of the 
patronage, and discover the reason why so many stand ready, 
in any country, and in all*ages, to flock tothe standard of power, 
wheres.ever and by whomacever it may be raised.” 
tronage of the Federal Government at the beginning was fonnd- 
ed upon a revenue of two millions of dollars. It is now ope- 
rating upon tweaty-two millions; and, within the lifetime of 
many now living, must operate upon fifty. The whole revenue 
must, in a few years, be wholly applicable to subjects of pa- 
tronage.” 


Speaking of the officers of the customs in the city of New 
York, the report saye: 


SA formidable list indeed !—formidable in numbers, and still 
more so from the vast amount of money in their hands. The 
action of such a body of men, supposing them to be animated 
by one spirit, mnst be tremendousin anelection; and that they 
will be go animated is a proposition too plain to need demon- 


stration. Power over a man’s support has always been held ; 


and admitted to be power over his will.” 


Again: “We must, then, look forward to the time when the 
public revenue wil} be doubled; when the civiland military 
officers of the Federal Government will be quadrupled; when 
itsinfluence over individuals wiil be multiplied to an indefinite 
extent; when the nomination of the President can carry any 
man through the Senate, and his recommendation can carry any 
measure threugh the two Houses of Corgress; when the prin- 
ciple of public action will be open and avowed, the President 
wants my vote, and I want his patronage; I will vote as he 
wishes, and he will give me the office I wish for.” ` 


Again: “In the country fer which the commitiee act, the 
press, with some exceptions, the Post Office, the armed force, 
and the appointing power are in the hancs of the Presidext, 
and the President himselfis notin the handsof the people. The 
President may, and in the current of human affairs wili be 
against the pecple; and, in his hans, the arbiters of human 
fate must be against them also This willnot do. The pos: 
sibility of it must be avoided. The safety of the people is the 
‘supreme Jaw; and, to ensure that safety, those arbiters ofhu- 
man fate must change position, and take post on the side of the 
people.” 

If this were true in 1826, is it any less so now? Fas any thing 
occured showing the Genera! Government in its operations, to 
have changed its tendency and direction? The signs of ihe 
times cannot be mistaken. A sovereign State has been ex- 
cluded trom this floor. The President Jectures the States upon 
their interna! regulations; and,simultanecusly, resolutions are 
introduced, and a report made, effecting their credit at home 
and abroad, This may be mere coincidence; but, to my mind, 
the coincidence is Ominous. Pass this bill, and, in the cffects 
claimed fer iteither by its friends or enemies, you give the Ex- 


ceulive the power of controling the monetary affairs of the ; 


country, the power of regulating State institutions, of dictating 
a corrse of policy for the States to pursue—the power, in fine, 
to destroy baih individualand State credit. And when the re- 
sources of the fidividus! and the State shall have been destroy- 
ed, the spirit hun:bed and crushed, whence are you to leok ter 
epposition to any Executive scheme? Whe bold enough or able 
to oppose the ap poininent of a successor? 

Ifthe mushroom banks, the hdt-bed growth of Federal patro. 
nage, have signally failed, as you were teld they wouk! by those 
who opposed tueir unneturs) multiplication, leave them te the 
correction of public sentiment and State legislation. They will 
609n cease to have any power, either far good or for evil; whilst 


thesound and healthy institutions, having rode out the storm, , 


will remain to meet the business warts ofa commercial peop-e. 

To this House I say, aly once more to the recede, end again 
defeat this Fxecutive meazaie; and then. when the Adivinistra- 
tion, taught by the siern independence of this body, shall cease 
its Warfare upon the great interests of the ccuntry, eid retuin 
to the ways of our fathers, we may hope for something Hke re- 


pose—tor a return, after years of suffering. to onr former pros- ~ 


ferity. 


“The pa- . 


REMARKS OF Mr. PORTER, 


In Senate, April 21, 1840-—On the bill granting 
to the State of Michigan 100,000 acres of land 
to aid in the construction of a canal around the 
Polls of St. Mary’s, Lake Superior. 

Mn, Porter said he was not a little surprised 
at the’ manner in which this bill was received and 
treated'in this debate. The grant it proposes to 
make hag keen spoken of by more than one Senator, 
on this and ón former occasions when it has been 
before us, a-ne whose benefits are to inure to the 
State of Michigan only ; as if this circumstance were 
of itself sufficient to enlist an opposition adequate to 
ensure its defeat. But is this so? The provisions 
of the bill are such as to deprive thé State of all ré- 
venue from this canal, except for purposes of neces- 
sary repairs and attendance, and the United States 
are at all times to enjoy the free use of it as a high- 
way, paying nothing even for these purposes. What, 
then, are the immediate benefits which are to result 
trom the construction of this work? Will they not 
consist, in a great measure, in the extension of lake 
commerce? And does that belong exclusively to the 
State of Michigan? Where are the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, New York, and Pennsylvania, in 
this debate, that they do not claim an interest in this 
important improvement, and thus relieve this bill 
from the imputation of partiality and injustice which 
is sought to be fixed upon it, on account of its alleged 
identity with that of Michigan only ? 

As Michigan is to derive no revenue from this 
canal, and as she has no public domain to be enhanc- 
ed in value by its construction, I know of no better 
mode of testing it as a measure of utility to all the 
States I have named than by an exhibit of the pre- 
sent interest they have in the commerce of the North- 
ern lakes. 

The aggregate American tonnage on these lakes, 
(including Ontario, which now communicates with 
the rest by means of the Welland canal,) in 1838, 
amounted to nearly 50,000; about 8,000 less only 


` than that of the States of South Carolina and Georgia 


' united. This tonnage is licensedjand enrolled as 


i 


follows : 
Tons 95ths. 
At the ports in the State of New York, 22,338 26 
Do do Pennsylvania 3,216 04 
Do do Ohio, 13,770 15 
Do do Michigan, 9,847 86 
Making an aggregate of 49,172 36 


There being no port of entry in either of the States 
of Indiana and Ilhnois, or in the Territory of Wis- 
konsin, their present tonnage does not appear ; but 
these powerful communities are yet in their infancy 
in ship-building, and the amount they contribute is 
as yet but inconsiderable. Who does not-see, how- 
ever, that in the benefits, present and prospective, 
that are to result from the making of this canal, 
Michigan is to be but a participator with her neigh- 
boring sister States, all brought in immediate contact 
with the trade that is to be opened by it? We are 
perpetually asked here for information as to the na- 
ture and extent of this trade—are told in advance 
that it must be unimportant and inconsiderable—that 
nothing is known of the country to which a naviga- 
ble access isto be gained—and that this whole scheme 
is prematare and visionary. We meet these objec- 
tions by urging that the geographical position of this 
canal is suflicient in itself to demonstrate its import- 
ance to all these States, and indeed to the whole 
Union; that the largest of these great inland waters, 
having 1,500 to 2,000 milesof coast, is to be thrown 
open to their shipping ata trifling cust, (for this 
grant is but a trifle, after all, when the grandeur of 
the object is properly estimated ;) we aver that there 
are now vessels on Lake Superior doing a profitable 
business in the fur trade an2 fisheries of that region ; 
and, if the opinions I have heard expressed by gen- 
tlemen of the highest respectability and business in- 
telligence are to berelied on, a lucrative employment 
in the fisheries would, by means of this communica- 
tion, at once he given.to all the sailing craft of these 
lakes, a large proportion of which is new idle at eur 


wharves, owing to the temporary stagnation of lake 


commerce, and the recent use of steam vessels for 
the transportation of every species of merchandiee. 
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If this information as to the extent of these fisheries 
be correct, (and that it is, I have no reason to doubt,) 
some estimate may be formed of the immediate re- 
sults which wou!d attend this improvement, not to 
Michigan only, but to all the States I have named— 
especially to the States of New York and Ohio, each 
of which has now resting on these waters its great 
canal, through which the products and acquisitions 
of commercial enterprise, gathered in this new and 
vast field of adventure, will pour their contributions 
to its internal revenues and to the wealth of its citi- 
zens. The white fisheries of Lake Superior are a 
matter of certainty, proved by actual discovery to be 
an important and valuable item of domestic export; 
and we are only in doubt as to the limit which is to 
bound it. Those of the Detroit and St. Clair rivers 
afford us no guide in ascertaining it, for there they 
are quite limited, never exceeding in amount $50,000 
per annum, owing to the fact that the white fish are 
only taken during a short period in the year—some 
three or four weeks during the months of October 
and November. This is not the case, as I am in- 
formed, in respect to the fisheries of Lake Superior. 
These are never interrupted—not even during the 
season of frost ; and this being the fact, it is difficult 
to imagine any limit to their amount. 

The statistics of the northern fur trade, to which 
this new and broad expanse of navigation would be 
tributary, are not at hand ; for the reason, probably, 
that the very obstruction which it is the object of 
this bill to overcome is one of the main impediments 
to competition in that valuable traffic. The fur trade 
of this whole continent is known to be chiefly in the 
hands of the two great American and British com- 


i tion of this vast tract of country is such that all com- 
| munication with it must necessarily be by water. 


.: portion of it. 


Freedom of Elections—Mr. Bell. 


upper peninsula of Michigan, is estimated at about 
fourteen millions of acres. ‘The geographical posi- 


There are no other means of access to it. 
all intents and purposes insulated. 
canal, it cannot be brought into market, and consc- 


quently no motive will present itself for extinguish- |) 


ing the Indian title which now encumbers a large 
The informatioa we derive from tour- 


`; ists, who have visited that region, justifies us in the 
` belief that it contains vast mineral resources, which, 


panies. Its history shows that it has been more or | 


less absorbed by associations having large and ex- 
tended facilities and capital, from the granting of the 
first charter by Charles the Second to Prince Rupert 
‘and his associates in 1670, down to the present day ; 
and if these monopolies, in their direct intercourse 
and traffic with the Indian tribes, have at any time 
been successfully oppesed by the bold spirit of enter- 
prise of our northern adventurers, the opposition has 
been disarmed, when all otherexpedients have failed, 
by buying it up, and in many cases incorporating it 
on advantageous terms with the stock of some one of 
these great companies. Competition has thus been 
smothered, and the fur trade made the sure means 
of overgrown wealth to the monopolists who have 
controlled it. And why has this been so? It has 
been because the avenues leading to°this trade have 
been beset with difficulties insurmountable by small 


capitalists ; and when these difficulties have at last | 


been overcome, and the pathway to compétition 
opened by the creation of facilities of travel and 
transportation, this monopoly of the fur trade has 
ceased, and the companies have been compelled to 
pay to our enterprising merchants their profits on 
the original cost of the furs, or encounter them as 
competitors in the foreign market. In proof of this, 
it is only necessary to advert to the fact, that in the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and the southern 
peninsula of Michigan, in each of which furs to a 
large amount are now annually collected, nearly all 
the company trading-posts have long since been 
broken up. They are now in the “ terra incognita” 
of which the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 


it is clear, can never be successfully developed until 
it can be rendered accessible by means of navigation. 
These considerations, together with others which 
have been adverted to in this debate, fully demon- 


strate to my humble apprehension the interesting 


_ character of this work as a national one. ~ : 


, courtesy towards the State of Michigan. 


But, sir, there are many distinguished Senators 
who do not view the subject in this light, and, in 
their zeal to create hostility to this grant, have in- 
troduced topics here, which it seems to me proceed 
from any thing but a spirit of liberality, and even of 
When we 
are asked for information as to the probable cost of 
this work, and we answer the call by pointing to a 
copy of an estimate on our tables, showing that, on 
the plan of its adaptation to ship navigation, it will 
fall short of 120,000 dollars, we are met by the re- 
joinder that its construction for this small sum is not 


within the range of probability. The estimate we | 
, present is scouted as unworthy of credit, and we are 


told that the grant we now ask is hut the beginning 


It isto | 
Without this : 
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of a drain on the public lands for an object about | 


which the country neither knows nor cares. 
few years will elapse, says the Senator from Ken- 


. tucky, (Mr. Crirrennen,) and another one hundied 
thousand acres will be asked for to complete this - 


- treat it thus unkindly. 


canal. I confess, sir, that I fee! not a little wounded 
that a motive inferrible from all this is imputed tous, 


confidence. Gentlemen cannot have well examined 


But a | 
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| Superior, The depth of the canal would not require 
to be more than 12 to 14 feet from the top of the 
embankment ; and the locks, each of less than 8 feet 
lift waiformiy, would need no more than an ordina- 
ry depth of chamber. There is already a small canal 
around these falls, (opened by the military of Fort 
Brady in the common round of fatigue duty,) on 
which the Government has erected asawinill. The 
opening of a navigable steamboat canal is the plainest 
thing imaginable, for there are only common obsta- 
cles to overcome, and no extraordinary changes pro- 


| duced by the elements to guard against. Such is 


not the fact in respect to the Louisville and Portland 
canal. By adocument contained in the report of 
the Committee on Roads and Canals relative to this 
work, now on our tables, we are informe, among 
| other things, that the rise and fa!l of the Ohio are 
: such as to vary the depth of water in this canal from 
4 to 40 feet! Why, sir, I will ven‘ure to say it has 
cost more money to build one of its three lift-locks, 
‘than it would require to make a ship-canal at St. 
Mary’s, locks and all. 


Presron,) in his zealous and eloquent opposition to 

this bill, adopts a course of reasoning directly opposite 
. to that of the Senator from Kentucky. He exclaims 
against this grant as a prodigal contribution of the 
' national resources to a mere local object, and, in es- 
timating its value, he assumes that, under the power 
the bill confers on the State of Michigan to select 
these 100,000 acres from among any of the unsold 
' lands in the State, a portion of the public domain 
may be taken, capable of yielding to the Government 
perhaps a million of dollars. Sir, is not this assump- 
tion altogether fallacious when we refer to accounts 
: of sales on our tables? By reference to a document 
: now before me, I find that the aggregate sales of 
_ publie lands by the United States, from 1833 to 30th 
; September, 1839, inclusive, embracing as well 


} 
1 

| But, sir, the Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. 
| 


| those at auction asat private entry, amounted to 
and that the evidence we offer as to the probable . 
'_ cost of this canal is treated as wholly unworthy of 


this paper, or they would assuredly have forborne to ; 


What is it, sir? It is the 
copy of a special message of the Governor of Michi- 


gan to the State Legislature, transmitting the esti- .. 


mate of the State engineer, on which estimate it was 
to act, and did act, in authorizing the opening of this 
canal as a State work, and in appropriating money 
for that object. 


as the document on its face shows; and yet we ate 
told it is not entitled to credit, because it was not 
made under the authority of the Federal Government; 
as if it were an indispensable part of the qualifications 
of a civil engineer that he should be certified, or com- 


+; missioned, by your Topographical bureau; or that 


the State would, in the prosecution of her enlarged 


i: system of internal improvements, intrust the survey- 
‘+, ing and estimating a work like this, on which her 
: own money alone was to be expended, to an engi- ; 
neer incompetent to a skilful performance of that | 
! duty. The very presumption is an absurdity ; and, | 
ii were it not so, my own acquaintance with the engi- 
` neer, (Mr. Almy,) personally and professionally, 
! would lead me to give the highest degree of credit to 


Parston) speaks, amassing the wealth which it ` 


will be one of the results of the passage of this bill 
to open, to a certain extent, to all our ‘citizens. 


Mac- : 


kinac and St. Mary’s are the great northern depots , 


and places of outfit of the American Fur Company, 
at which points the shipments of furs now amount 
annually to near two hundred thousand dollars, a 
large proportion of which are derived from the trade 
of Lake Superior. 

I have alluded, sir, thus imperfectly, to the fur 
trade. and fisheries of the north, for the purpose of 
showing that there are present objects of value and 
importance to be gained by this canal. But, sir, in 
a national point of view, I confess myself greatly 
surprised that this interesting work has failed to ar- 
rest the attention and command the approbation of 
every member of the Senate, who is not led by his 
constitutional opinions to repudiate all appropriations 
for objects of this character. ‘The entire southern 


‘coast of Lake Superior is a boundary of the public 


his estimates for works of this description, whether - 


in Michigan or elsewhere. 

It is insisted, sir, by the Senator from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Cairrenpen,) that this grant is wholly inade- 
quate to the making of this canal, and he endeavors 
to illustrate this assumption by comparing it with 


_ 53,941,800.62 acres, and that the purchase money 
, accruing thereon was $68,319,843 71—less than 
; $1 27 per acre. The time has long since passed 
| for the Government to realize for its lands any very 


| considerable sum above the established minimum 


The estimate was not made to be |; 
sent here for the purposes of the present reference, |i 


` price. Should the State of Michigan succeed, by a 

wise and prudent management of this grant, in re- 

alizing from it a greater sum than would accrue on 

_ this rate of sales, it will be because of its increase in 

value, consequent on the application of her own un- 

aided enterprise and resources. 

i I will not indulge, sir, in any course of invidiousre- 

| mark towards other new Statesto whom large granis 

| of the public domain have been made for objects of 
internal improvement, in support of the just claim of 
Michigan alone on the liberality of Congress for thig 

| grant. Jt rests, in my judgment, on higher and 

' broader considerations. Besides, sir, there is a bill 


© now before us, which proposes a uniform and equal 


: the Louisville and Portland canal, which cost nearly . 


a million of dollars. With great deference to that 
distinguished Senator, I must be-permitted to say 
this comparison is instituted without a full knowl- 
edge of the relative difficulties attending the making 
of these two canals. 

The fall in the river at St. Mary’s is 22 feet 10 
inches, which it is proposed to overcome by three 


locks of equal lift. ‘The length of the canal will be ', Bacsuch is my settled conviction; and with this impression con- 


less than 5,000 feet through ground of even surface, |: 
The | 


and but slightly elevated above the river. 
height of the water is always uniform, or nearly 
so—never being infiuenced by floods, and only sub- 


ject to variation between extremes of 2 to 4 feet, oc- 


domain of the United States, which, within this || casioned by winds blowing either down or up Lake 


system in respect to such donations. When that 
shall come up for discussion, it will be a more suitable 


.| occasion to refer to the past in support of her distri- 


butive rights. 


| SPEECH UF MR. BELL, 


OF TENNESSEB/S 
In the House of Representatives, Apfil, 1$10.—On his bill to 


} 
i 
4 secure the Frepdom of Elections. 


Mr. Spzaxegr: I cannot fotbear ongratulaling myself upon 
the enjoyment of the unexpedted rivilege of speaking in ex- 
planation of the provisious o l which has been the subject 
of so much misrepresentation|by¥its enemies, and no less misap- 
prehension among those who, \fough friendly to the object of it, 
i have never taken the trouble td'examine it, I need not say that 

[take a deep personal interest in th: success of a measure upon 
which [have bes‘oweds9 much reflection; hut, unless its im- 
portance to the public interest and welfare can be made mani- 
fist, Tam aware that it can never recommend itself to this 
Housa, To demonstrate the importance of some such mea- 
sureas the one I have proposed, if we would preserve the free 
institutions of the couniry in their spirit and purity, will be the 
object of the remarks which I now propose to submit, 

_ My judgment may have been mielcd by the ardor of my feel- 
; Mga, In Coming to the conclusion that no fiee Government can 
last, where the abuses which thia bill proposes to correct shall 
no longer excite complaint or remonstrance among the p esple. 


Tae tase 


stantly on my mind, my friends will excuse me tur regarding 
this as by far the most interesiing and important mesure which 
can come before tha present Congress. They will a'so, for the 
same reason, pardon me the tax I propose 1w impose upon their 
time and patience, in the somewhat elaborate examination I in- 
terd giving to a subject in which they may not have feit any par- 
t:cularconcern. Tinvokea patient hearing from all—from gen- 
temen on Lo-h sides of the House, and of ali parties, who think 
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with me that there is something wrong, radically wrong, ia the 
practica! operations of our political system, and who possess 
enough of patriv:ic feeling ta seek an adequate remedy. To 
auch I can promise that if they have confidence in the virtue 
ant wisd sm of the sages who have gone before us, they shall be 
rewarded for their attention; for itis they chietly who, i intend, 
shall address them upon this subject, 

Boat, before E proces l with my remarks upon the character and 
object of the bill, T feel called upon to notice the attempt which 
was made to strangle it in its birth. This must appear the more 
siagniar and ettraordinary, when we retlect that the bill coubl 
pot have been reid or examined by any onc member of the 
House; it had not been printed; it had not been read at the 
Clerk’a table, before my colleague, (Mr. founson) rose an:t ob- 
jected to its introduction, Another of my colleagues (Mr. ) 
distinguished himself by his zeal and forwardaess to get the bill 
rejected, before its provisions could ba exam neid or understood. 
Not content with the oppositien made to the motion for leave to 
bring in the bill, one of my colleagues thought it his duty to 
move the question of consideration, H he bad succeele:! in that 
movema, the bil would have heen voted down by honorable 
members, more than three-fourths of whom cannot, even now, 
teli their constituents what are ths provisions contained in it. 
Fhe motion for leave was carried by a smal! majority, and I 
have to thank a few of the more liberal gentlemen who support 
the Administration for their courtesy in extending to me what 
hal never before been denied to any member of the House— 
the privilege of introducing a bill! ; 

Bat what couid have been the prompting motive to the ex- 
traorlinary course of my colleagues aud others who sustained 
them? Far be it from me to impugn their motives; but smil a 
rational curiosity may be indulged oa this point. The bill does 
not propose to lay any tax, nor to appropriate any moneys, nor 
to creaie an offi 'e, nor to increase the salary of one already cre- 


ated; and as to the actual provisions of it, they will be found, on ` 


inquiry, to have been framed with special care to avoid the m- 
fringement of any constitutional right or privilege; and, besides, 
it would have heen in the power of the House to modify and 
amen i it by atriking out every thing that might appear, upon 
examination, to conflict with any sound principle. It is impos- 
sible to dive into the thuughts of honorabla members, but there 
was something so remarkable in theit movements in relation to 
this bill, that we must be allowed to wander a litile into the re- 
gions of conjecture as to their motives and designs, 

lt may bz thu many honorable gentlemen, impressed with 
feelings of distrust and alarm, by the exaggerated descriptions 
they had heard of the arbitrary and unconstitutional provisions 
of the bill introduced into the Senate at the laat session of Con- 
gress by a gentleman of distinguished worth and eminence from 
Kentucky, and learning from rumor that my bill was similar in 
ita provisions ani objects, felt bound to resist itat every stage of 
its progresas. I can reg lily understand how gentlemen of very 
upright intentions may have acted under the impression that 
they were resisting the introduction of another odious gag law, 
go gross have been the misrepresentations current in the country 
in regard to the bill of ihe Senate. 

But suit it is range that so large a number of the gentlemen 
of this House shouid recoil at the idea of a gaz law, and particu- 
larly gentlemen who b:long tu the majority. A gag law un- 
popula: here! Why, itis the favorite argument of power at 
all tines. A gag law out of favor in this House! Why itis 
notorivusly the favorite weapon ofthe majority, especiaily in all 
critical and nicely balanced questions. Why, sir, gag ‘aw may 
be said to be persunified in this House. How often have I heard 
the hall-suppresged and despondent exclamations of the opp» 
nents of sume arbitrary proceeding, upon observing the genile- 
man wie, by association, in his own person combires all the 
terrors of the gag, alvancing down the aisle to his well known 
stan |, there to catch the Speaker’s eye, and carry into execution 
its inexorable decree, by moving the previous question! Of ail 
places in the civilized wortd, a gag law ought to find most favor 
in this House, judging from its own practices of late. But my 
colleagues ! how can they, especially afier the practical illustra- 
tiun they have given of the use of the gag, utter one word against 
it before the people, without a biush of shame upon their check? 
How can they, alter showing themselves so apt to practise it— 
such adepts in its application to the business of this JIouse— 
retura to their ccnatiuents, and dect.im against a gag law? Is 
at not extraordinary that gentlemen who claim to be the advo- 
cates of the unrestricted right of speech should, at the very in- 
stant of time at which they set up this pretension, furnish so sig- 
nal an instance of the violation of their own principles? Butmy 
colleagues may have had a very different object in view, in at- 
tempting to have this bill thrown out, without consideration or 
d bate. They have doubtless a distinct recoliection, together 
with avery high estimate of the advantagestiey derived, during 
the canvass of the last summer, from gross and scandalous mis 
Tepresentations of the nature and objects of the tate bill of the 
Beare. If my biil had been rejected anler circumstances af- 
fording plausthle grounda for similar :eisconstruction and per 
Versions amog the pevpte, it would have secured to thein eqreal 
alvantages in the political campaign of the next summer and 
fall; it would have told almirably for their purposes to have had 

it & say that my bill was of 30 atrocious a nature, that the House 
of Representatives rejected itas unfit even for consideration? 
What a truicfal subject for the artful and unres' rained declaiiner 
before ihe peop te ! 

Wile the yeas ant nays were calling over upon the motion 


oc leave to introdace the bil, my imagination was basy in 
sketching an ouvine of the figure it was likely to make in the 
ensuing canvase in Tennessee, if the rastton should be | 1 


also amused myself iu conjecturing the terms in which I mizht 
expect to be gazztied next morning in the columns of the offi- 
cial jouraal, (the Globe) Aad, although the contingency dd 
nut arian, which then appeared by no mens improbable, yet 
the sketch [then drew was s9 much in character wiih the eti. 
toriale of that journal, and so troe a liken.ss of the many nus- 
represetitations of my course and principles to be found in that 
newspaper and others in the same service, that I cannot forbear 
presenting it to the House. Tamatill of opinion that, had my 
mation miacarried. 1 should have read in the Globe of the. next 
morning an editorial nearly in these wors: 

“Thar notorious Federalist and deserter from the Democratic 
ranks, (Joun Bert o! Tennessee,) had the audacity, yesterday, 
to ask leave of the House to introduce a second edition of the 
alien and sedition 'aw of 1798; but the prompt and vigilant spi- 
rit of Democracy, ever on the alert to guard the interests of the 
people, met this dangerous and daring attempt to destroy the 
freedom of speech and of the press iu the threetrotd; and saved 
the House of Representatives the deep degradation of having 
ig calendar polluted with a measur: o od:gus ant despotic, 
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We congratulate the country upor. the auspicious fact that a 
majority of the House of Rep*csentatives was found so faithful 
to their trust as to refuse evea to consider a proposition so ut- 
terly inconsistent with every principle of the true Jeflersonian 
creed, to which itis ine honor and glory of our party tu adhere 
with the mos‘ rigid and iaftexib'e consisteucy Proof more 
convincing and damning cannot he adduced of the fell and un- 
alterable purpose of the whole Federal Whig and Abolitian 
party, should they once get into power, not tosufler one vestige 
of the rights and liberties of the people to remain, than the re- 
newal of that abominable scheme of putting a gag int> the 
mouth of every freeman inthe land, in order to screen them- 
selves from the indignation and punishment with their nefarious 
principtes and designs so richty merit, and which will be sure 
tobe visited upon their heads if the people are permitted io 
speak andto act wnrestiained by the fear of legal pains and 
penalties.” 

‘i hoae gentlemen inthe House who profess to he Democrats, 
and consider themselves to be the exclusive guardians and 
keepers of the sacred fire of liberty, have, with a few excep 
tions, d neall that was in their power tostigmatize ma upon the 
journals of the House as the author of a preposition so un- 
raasonable and monstrous in its nature as ta shock the feelings, 
and to justify the viclation of all courtesy, both parliamen- 
tary and personal. In doing this, they have given me carie 
dlunche—the amplest range both of atack and defence, in 
speaking of their public principics and conduct, consistent 
with the orderand decorum of parliamentary discussion. Trey 
will therefore excuse te if I avail myself of my privilege; 
which, indeed, I mean ta do 

Proceeding with all due caution and deticacy, I mean to tear 
offthe mask of Dem wracy and R publicanism assumed by the 
opponents of ths measure, both in and out of the Honse. I 
perceive thata number of gon:temen who claim to belong to 
the State Rights schoal have also ranged themselves under the 
banner of unqualified hostility to every meacure of this kind. 
I propose, also, to draw aside the thin veil with which they have 
sought to cover over their bald Federal and consolidating prac- 
tices. The whole clasa of ps:udo Democratsand Republicans 
who have signalzed their zeal against the principles of this bill, 
I sha!l attempt to prove have wholly departed from the ancient 
landmarks of the Republican party. These gentlemen profess 
to be Jetlersonians—to be the followers of Jefferson. They the 
foliowers of Jefferson! Whata profanation of the name and 
principles of Jefferson! Ifthey meantosay that Jefferson was 
ahollow hearted demagogue, with the praises of Democracy 
and sound prisciples ever upon his lips, but a perfect contempt 
fur them always in his heart and practices, employing the terms 
merely as catchwordsand clap-traps to delude and mislead the 
crelufous and ignorant, then may they have some pretence to 
be called the followers of Jefferson. But, sir, 1 will take care 
to establish that those gentlemen who claim to be leaders of the 
Republican or Democratic party, in opposing the principles of 
this bill, have abandoned sume of the most essential and vital 
principles in the creed of the great founder of their party, by 
authoriiies sə conclusive and itresistrbie that the vote which 
they gave against it shall stick to them like the fabled shirt of 
Nessus. for the balance of their lives; anil whenever in their 
future career they shall claim to have lived up to the law and 
kept the faith as true Republican statesmen, even after every 
other stain upon their political escutche:n shall have been 
washed out, this one, like the blood pon Lady Macbeth’s hands, 
will remain; and their foes shall still have it in their power to 
say, “Yet heres a spat? —. 

i now proceed tu explain the object and provisions of the 
bil 

The min scope and design of the measure, a3 wiil be made 
manifestas I proceed, are, to reduce, to cut down, the alarming 
and sti. increasing power and infinence of the Executive branch 
of the Govern uen; a power and influence already so enermons 
aa to threat2n a consolidatioa of all the powers of Government 
in a singte head. 

The power of the Bxeentive has heen increased and rendered 
formidabie of late, chu fly through theabuse of the appointing 
power; the right asserted by the President and the heads of De- 
partments, of removing subordinate officers to snbserve party 
purposes; aud the interference of public officers in elections. 

This bill looks to the accon:plishment of ita object chiefly by 
the increased protection and security it propores to throw 
around the clective franchi e, witha view to protect its purity, 
its independence, and cfficiency, as the true panacea of the Cun- 
s‘itution. 

When we investigate closely the elements of the different 
forms of government, we shall find that the elective franchise 
constitutes the distinguishing feature of the free representative 
form; and it is, at the same tite, its vital principie. It is the 
precious iiuheritance of every free-born citizen of this land, and 
the high privilege of those only besides, whem the Constitution 
and fuws allew to participate in its exercise, after due probation 
of their sincerity and capacity to undersiand its nse and appre- 
ciate iia value. Topreserve it, free and incorrupt, must then 
be the first care of every Republican statesman. I hold that 
tie preservation of the integrity and independence of the eive- 
tive franch‘se ia not Jess important than the preservation of the 
Tight isel% as we value and would cherish the right, so should 
we take care to protect it against every influence which is cal- 
culated to undermine ita purity or destroy ite freedom. This the 
precious coin of civil kberty, current only in free States; and, 
hke the guid and silver coin of corsmerce, its vaine is just in 
proportion to its exemption from all debasing infusions and ad- 
mixtures Why. then, should it be thought less important to 
guard aud protect this vital principle of cur Government by 
penal sanctions, than the subordinate interest and instrument of 
te We—the currentcoin? 

We hear much declamation about the freedom of speech and 
ofthe press, whenevera law is proposed to secure the ballot box 
against_the improper intrusion and interference of public offi- 
cers. But why are the rights of speech and the freedom of the 
press held sacred? What istheir chief value in a free Go- 
vernment when properly considered, if it be not to ensure the 
pure, enlightened, and indepenilent exercise ol the elective fran- 
chise? He who would tamp r with this sacred and invaluable 
right among the people—he who would deliberately seck to bring 
the patronage and influence of cfficial station in conflict with 
its freedom, would not hesitate to invade the right itself, ifa fa- 
vorible occasion should be presented; and he who would do 
either, whatever he may profess, is at heart a foe to the liberty 
and free institutionsof his country. | 

Now, as tothe provisionsof the bill. ‘Phe firat clause of the 
preamble isthe most imporiant part of the whole bili. In- 
de ff the principle therein stated shall be estabiished or ad- 
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mitted to be sound, in the administration and practice of the 
Government, the remaining provisions may be dispensed with; 
they will then become comparatively useless, The clause in 
question is tuerely declaratory of a principle, and in these 
words: ; 

“Whereas complaints are made that officers of the United 
States, or persons holding cffices or employments under the 
authority of tha same, cther than tte heads of .he chief Execu- 
tive Departments, er such officers as stand in the relat on of 
constitutional advisers of ihe President, have been removed from 
office or dismissed from their employment upon political 
grounds or for opinion's sake; and whereas sucha practice is 
manifestly a violation of the freedom of elections; an attack upon 
the public liberty, anda high misdemesnor,”” 

If it be inquired why I do not propose to provide against the 
Violation of the principle asserted in thisclause of the pre- 
amble by penal sanctions, Tanswer that, eo far as regards the 
President, (and he, after all, must ever be held mainly responsi- 
ble for the abuse of the appointing and removing power.) I con. 
eeive we have not the constitutional authority to punish him 
for any violation of the duties of his station, in any other form 
than by impsachment—the mode prescribed by the Consita- 
tion. [will not interrupt the main argument by going further 
into the reasons for limiting our action on this point toa simple 
declaration of the principle, “that itis a high misdemeanor to 
remove a public officer fo promote the interests of party.” F 
shall feel quire well assured that no President or head of a De- 
partment will venture upon s0 gross an abuse of his high trusi, 
W itshall once be solelmanly settled by a vote af Congress ikat 
it is an impeachable offence. F have, in this bill, proposed the 
mny mode of redress for this abuse which appears to me tobe 
open to ua—except the moving an impeachment for some act 
of wanton removal already perpetrated—which I might do 
upon the most solid grounds of fact and principle, but in 
Wuih I know [could not be sustained by this Mouse or by the 

enaie. 

I have promised my State Rights friends on both sides of the 
House, who have taken ground against this bill, to show them, 
asina glass, how they must stand in all future time when 
measure! by the trae Republican standard. As to the Dema. 
cratsof the modern school, I donot conceive that any valuable 
purpose can he effected by satisfying them of the extent of their 
depariure from the faith which they profess. 

henas to this pow: ref removal by the President, with or 
without cause; whence it is derived? In what clause of the 
Censtitw'ion do you find it expressly given, or in what grant of 
an e press power do you find this one given by tmplication? 
Sir, have you, as a member of the State Rights school, ever 
been ab'e to point out the clause from which you can derive it, 
according tothe principles of construction by which you pro- 
fess to be guided? Iam enre you never have. Butitis almost 
as difficult to derive it from any clause ofthe Conxitution what. 
ever, by any implication not evidently fore: d, and going beyond 
the less restrictive rules of construction adopted by the Federal 
school of politicians. Neither Mr. Hamilton nor Mr. Jefferson, 
the antipodes of each oiher in their mode of giving effect tu the 
Cong itution, could agree thatthe President was authorized ‘by 
his sole authority to remove a public officer for any cause 
whatever. In fact, the powerexists no where in the Constitu. 
tion; it is the mere creature of construction and practice; it 
standseven upon worse grounds than these—it is a construction 
and practice a:lopted in the very teeth of a clear and satisfactory 
implication forbidding its exercise. The fourth section of the 
second article of the Constiiution piovides a particular form of 
proceeding for the removal and punis!iment of the President and 
all other civil efficers, superior and subordinate. 

Tae President, Vice President, and ail civil officers of the 
United States, shall be removed from office on impeachn.ent 
for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes ami 
misdemeanors ” ' 

Now, sir, according to that sound and well kn wn rule of 
construction. so applicable to written constitutions as well aa to 
all ochercompactsand azreements, “the expression ofan affir- 
mative concludes a negative, or, as in this case, the appoint- 
ment ofa particular mode of affecting an object implies a ne- 
gation of all other modce of doingthe same thing, the Presi- 
dent is, by this clause of the Constitution, peohibied from re- 
moving any civil officer, for any cause whatever. A stronger 
implication cannot be shewn than that which arises from this’ 
clause agains: the power of removal by the President, so far as 
civil officers are concerned. The prohibition is rendered more 
manifest by the omission to include military officers, who were 
leftto be removed by the President, as commandcr-in-chief of 
the army and navy. g 

But I have gone into this argument for no other purpose than 
to show my State Rights friends, and all others who cail them- - 
selves Republicans, how far, very far, they have strayed from 
their principles, in opposing this bi!l—to expose the hollow de- 
clamation which we every day hear in thie Hall andout ol it, 
on the dangers of Federalism, which, in the contmued exercise 
ofimplied powers, would draw every thing in the sphere of 
Federal con'rol; on the danger of consolidation frora the in- 
creasing power and influence of the central Government. It is 
lime th se pro‘essions should cease, or that those whe make 
them should be compelied to carry them out in their p raciice. 
If they really mean te restore the Constitulicn, by heating the 
breaches which have be'n made in it, by the exercise orim- 
plied powers, they should begin by denying this power of re- 
moval to the President. When they think proper hereafier to 
declaim upon the neccasity of bringing the vessel of State back 
to the “Republican tack;” on the importance of achering toa 
stiict construction of the Constitution; when they denounce a 
bank and ieternal improvements and the assumption of State 
debtsas unconstitut onal, because the powcr over those subjects 
is derived by implicaticn, merely, I trust, for the sake of a de- 
cent regard for consistency and candor, they will hereafter de- 
pounce the power of removal hy the President aa equally un- 
constitutional; nay, as doing greater violence to their rules of 
construction than all of them put together. That this power 
has been assumed upon the slightest of all possible imp!iva- 
tions, none will deny. This is clear from the debate which 
took place when it was first claimed. The question arose in 
1739, upon a clause of the bill to establish the Treasury De- 
partment, which provided that the President should kave 
power to remove the Secretary. Mr. Madison, the leading 
champion for the power, it is clear from his whole argument, 
took his ground wuhout the slightest reflection upon the 
Cangerous nature of the precedent he was laboring tn es 
tablish, as throwing the doar wide open to the exercise of 
implied powere. Two years later he would net have com- 
mitted this error, 8s is ¢vident enough from the course be 
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teak upon tho bank question. The danger from that source 
dut not, however, escape the attection of seme cof the ablest 
members of that Congress, and it is evident, trom many pas- 
eawes of the debate, that, but forthe popularry and undeuuded 
cont entereposed in the integrity and patiiotism et General 
Washington, this power never would have deen conceded 
hy Congress. Bathe was then Presidentand it was but litte 
skort ol treason against the Republic to oppose aay power pro- 
posed to be vested in him. ‘This power was not, then, derived 
fram any parucularciause in the Constiution. Mr. Madison 
thonghtat mighr be derived from the general grant oi Execntive 
mwer to the President; he cantended that it wasa necessary 
incident to the Department whieh superintended the execution 
of the laws, and that the removal of a public officer was, in 
tg nature, an Executive acts but it was replied, with greater 
force af reason, in my opinion, that the act of removing a pub- 
Le officer was not more Executive m its nature than the ap- 
han meat of one; Lor was the power of removal more essential 
In the exveution of the laws than the power of appointment, 
aad that tbe Constitution had provided an a Ivisory councii in 
the excicise of the appointing power; and if the power ot re- 
mura! was a necessary incident to either of the grants of power 
relied upon by Mr. Madison, t could only be exercised with the 
advice and consent cf the Benge. 

But, Mr. Speaker, my bil! does not propese to go to the 
length of declaring the removal of a public oficer by the sole 
authority of the President to be unconstiintional: it does not pro- 

to disturb the decision of the first Congress on tus subject. 
P ieares that question where it now sta Rut it does pro- 
pose to declare the wanton exercise of this power; it does propose 
in declare that the remaral of subordinate officers, not made 
with a view to secure the taithfulexecniion of the laws, but to 
subserve party iuterest, isan abuse of this power, and one that 
deserves punishment by impeachment. Strange to say, how 
ever, Gud some of my State Rights or Republican friends 
warring with me on chia paint also They are not only willing 
to concede the power ol removal by the President alone, but thcy 
will not interpose to check the abuse of it. 

Before 1 proceed to inquire whether itis, in fact, an abuse of 
this power of removal to displace an honest and competent 
public eervant because he wiil not support the Adminisiration, 
a preliminary jaci may be required to be estab'tshed. Dues 
sucha pracuce exist?’ Do the President and heads of Depart- 
ments make removals on any such grounds? One would sup- 
pose, after all that bas transpired here; atier ali that has been 
proclaimed to che world through so many channels, with regard 
wo this practico, that no one could have the hardihood to deny 
the eximence of it. Yet there are those is particular sections 
oft the country who do deny it, affirming, wuh a shameful and 
reckless audacity, that this charge against the Administration is 
false and libellous. I have ofen heard it asserted on this flocr 
that there were upwards of a thousand cfficera removed uncer 
the late Adminisiration without fault alleged or proved against 
them. That several hundreds have been so removed under 
the late and present Adniinistrations—enough to intimidate the 
remainder, or make them guod liege men, I risk nothing in 
affirming. The many living monuments we meet in this city, 
of the proscriptive and partisan principies on which remova!s 
have been and continue to be made, in every section of the 
country, are too numerous to admit a doubt on this subject. In 

rucular instances the proofs have been lai! before the world. 
The | Proceedings of this House and of the Senate con'ain the 
evidence that some of the Departments have Leon caled upon to 
disclose the grounds upon which they have removed certain 
officers, bw they have ceneraliy either refused or evaded the ca'l. 
But need Ldwell upon this point? Ara not removals made a'- 
mest under our own obse:vation? $0 we not receive almost 
daily information tat seme faithful pastmazicr, ar other officer, 
has been thrown out of employment, to make way for sume 
more pliant instrument of party? Is not the case ef the fate post: 
master in this city an inatance of the wanten exercise of this 
power? I might aliem the same thing of the late po'st- 
masters at Baltimore and at Albany. The practice has be- 
come so notorious hat all disguise may soun be ex- 
pecied to be thrown off. No @sgnise is rew practised 
in many of the States, It is already thrown off in this 
House. ft was thrown off in the Senate several years ago bya 
Senator from New York, (Governor Marcy,) but never untl 
the last session of Congress had any member the courage to jus- 
tify this practice in open debate on this flor. The gentleman 
from Michigan [Mr. Caary] was that man! Bat that gentc- 
man was not the Grst man filling a high public station who 
open!y advocated this dangerous and infamous abus2 of power. 

nat distinction belongs tu the President, (Mr. Van Buren.) Af- 
ter diligent inquiry, 1 fiid that the correspondence which t ok 
place in 1822, vetween Mr. Van Buren and others, with the Post- 
inaster General, in relation tothe appointment of a postmaster 
at Albany, contains the first public and aacquivocal approval of 
the sywiia principle, ur the practice of remaviug public cfficers 
upon party grounds, to be found in the whole range of OUT po 
Mical history. There may be found the germ of that system of 
party administration which has brought this great country, and 
every interest belonging tv it, to the vey verge of disorganiza- 
tion and destruction. It is in this correspondence, likewise, we 
find the recorded evidence of the eariy adoption of that sysiem 
of pa ty tactics by Mr. Van Baren, to which he has steadily ad- 
hered ever since, as ihe most infallible mate of acquiring and 
preserving power. How far he may have mistaken the cha- 
Tacter and genius of the peaple of this country, yet remains to 
be seen. The first direct and opea effort to subdue the indc- 
pendence of the Post Office Department, and to bring it within 
the pale of party organization, is also to be found ia this corre- 
spondence. i 
Piet us pow see what the sages of past times, an: the founders 
of our Constitution, thought upon this aubjeei of the removal 
ef faithfuland compecent public cificera, The opinion of Mr 
Madizon will surely be admitted to carry with inthe very high- 
ex authority of any man, living ex dead, upon this guesvon. 


` If any man, who has ever mace a figure in the civil history cf 


thi , deserves to be regarded asa motel statesman, it 
oer Faces Malon. What he might be expected to say of the 
maxim openly vindicated and inated upon by the leadera of 
modern Democracy, we,may infer fron whit he eaidtin the de- 
bate upon the question of the power of removal in 1739. He 
then declared the wanton and causeless removal ofa public offi- 
cer to Le so improbable and monstrovs that he could not regard 
its occurrence az possible. But Jet him epeak ia his own Jan- 
What wilibe the motive which the President can feel for 
such an abuse of hie power? and what the restraints bie Hine 
Fate jo preventit? In the first place, he will be impeached by 
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this House, before the Senate, for such an act of mal-adminis- 
tratton fall l wish to establish;] for 1 contend that the wanton 
Temoval of meritorious ofhcers would subject him to impeach- 
ment and removal from hisown high trast. Bat what must be 
his motive tor displacing a worthy man? It must be that he 
may fil the place with an unworthy creature of hisown Can 
he accomplish his end? No, he can place no man in the va- 
caney whom the Senate shall not approve.” 

Alas! whata dream, Whata mistaken estimate of the Se- 
nate—of Senatorial purity and independence! But Mr. Madi- 
son, with all his wisdom, could not look into faturiiy. He 
would have abandoned all hope of human society, if he could 
have foreseen a Senate composed chiefly of members who were 
themselves but the creatures of the President ! 

But Mr. Madison expresses hinwelf with still greater force 
Upon this subject in another part of his argument. After ad- 
Verting to the control which the two Houses of the British Par- 
lament had frequently exercised in the appointment and re- 
moval of Ministers by the King,an hereditary monarch’ pos- 
sessed of high prerogatives, and so many other sources of influ- 
ence, Mr. Madison exclaims: 

“Cau we suppose a President elected for four years only, 
dependent upon the popular voice, impeachabte by the Legis- 
lature, lite, if at ail, aistinguished for wealth, nor deriving 

much personal weight or infiuence from the Department af 
which he is the head—I say, will he bid defiance to all those 
consilerations, and wam only dismiss a meritorious and virt 
ous cMcer? Such an ubuse of power exceeds my conception, 
If any thing takes place, in the ordinary course oi business, of 
this kind, my imagination cannot extend to iton any ratio at 
principle.’ 

Such were the sentiments and opinions of James Madisan en 
this subject; and who will say that tke principle he avows ia 
ACL sound, atatesinanlike, and Republican? 

Tam aware, Mr. Speaker, that the illustrious names of 
Washington and Jefferson have been quoted in opposition to 
the doctrine of Ma ‘ison upon this point; bot I will demon- 
Srate, before I close, that their expressed and recorded senti- 
menis do not conflict with his upon this all-important and fun 
damental principie in a Republic. It weuld be impossible 
they should entertain a different sentiment, consistently with 
their kuown patriotiem and devotion to the cause of free Go- 
verniment. 

The gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Crary,] in his speech 
at the last session, claimed the example and author ty of Wash- 
ingion in favor of the proscriptive and anti Republican prac- 
tice of the present Administration. The tenor of that speech, 
a3 delivered in the House, wasthroughout a vindication of the 
practice of removing public officers for opinion’s sake; but 
when it was prepared for the public jouruals, the author 
shrank from a piain and unequivocal avewal of the doctrines 
his speech was intended to support, In his printed speech he 
imputed to me an argument I never employed. He assumed 
for his premises what I had furnished him with no pretext for, 
and then proceeded grave'y to combat a preposition I had 
never asserted. 1 never contended that the President, or any 
other officer invesied with the appointing power, might not, 
with propriety, give his political friends the preference in ap- 
pointments to office, when they were equaliy competent and 
trustworthy. That is a privilege which every sensible man 
will concede at once. In combating this shadow of his own 
conjuring up, the gentleman quoted the well-known and 
Giter repented se.timent of Washingicn, which is in these 
worils: A 

“I shall not, while I have the honor ta administer the Go- 
vernment, bring eny man into any office of consequence, 
knowingly, whose po'iical tenets are adveise to the measures 
which the General Government is pursuing; fur this, in my 
opinion, would be a sort of political euici’ves ibat it would em- 
barrass ts movements is certain.” 

This is the doctrine upon which the gentleman says Wash- 
ingion, Adame, Jefferson, Madison, ard’ Monroe practised. Ad- 
mit it: what then? Will that prove that it is nu abuse of pow- 
er toremove an officer already appointed, who minds his basis 
hess, and performs the duties gfh ofice faithfully, betatise hg 
cannot support the President in all his vë ws of n:easùres, and 
refuses to interfere in carrying the e‘ections for the Adininigtra- 
tion? General Washington declares, not that he will remove 
any man from office whose poticical tenets are adverse to his, 
but that he will appoint no such man to any office of conse- 
quence. It was only offices of great weight and consequence 
that he would take care to fill with his own pelitical friends. 
His great, pure, and magnanimous mind scorned the narrow, 
corrupting, erd miserable policy that would inquire the politics 
of an applicant for a petty clerkship. But this was his ecurse 
in making appointments only. Removals upon party or poli- 
tical grounds, as in the case of Madison, exceeded the concep- 
tion of sucha man as Washington. These were the doctrines 
and practices of the founder of our system. 

But what were the doctrines and practices of the grea‘ re- 
former of it—the Great Apostle of Liberty, as he is sometimes 
styled by sterling Republicans, and always by the leaders of 
modern Democracy? We shall see. 

On the 7th of March, 1.01, three days after his firs: inaugura- 
ration as President of the United States, Mr. Jeffirson wrote to 
Mr. Monroe on the subject of making his appointments, and 
employed this language: 


* Ihave given, and will give, only to Republicans, under ex- 
isting circumstances. But] believe, with others, that deprive- 
tien of office, if made on political grounds alone, would revolt 
our new converts, and give a body to leaders who now stand 
alone. Some, I know, must be made. They must be as few as 
possible, done gradually, and bottomed on some malversation 
or inherent disqualification.” 


On the 221 of the same month he wrate to Mr. Giles on the sub- 
ject of the principle upon which be proposed to conduct his ad- 
ministration, and particularly as to “appointmenss and disap- 
poiniments to offices,” raying: 


“ Some principles have heen the subject of conversation, {in 
the Cabine} but nat of determination; e. g 1. All appoint- 
ments to civil office during pleasure, made alter tbe result of the 
election was certainly known, to Mr. Adams, are considered as 
nollities. * * * Mr. Adams’s best friends have agreed that 
thisisright. 2. Officers who have been guilty of official mis- 
conduct are proper subjects of removal. 3. Good men, to whom 
there is no objection but a difference ef political principle, 

ctised on enly as far as the right of a private citizen will 
justify, are not proper subjects of removal, except in the case of 
attorneys and marshals.” 

On the 29:hof the same mopth(March)he wrote to Samuel 
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Adams, (of Republican memory,) and expressed himself on the 
subject of removals in this language: 

“The storm is over, and we nowin port. The ship {State] 
was not rigged for the service she was puton, We willshow 
the emoothness of her motions on the Republican tack. Thope 
we shall once more see harmony restored among our citizens, 
andan entire oblivion of past feuda, 1 will sacrifice every every 
but principle to procure it. A few evamples of justice on 
ofticers who have perverted their functions to the oppression of 
their fellow-citizens must, in justice to those citizens, be made. 
But cpinion, and the just maintenance of it, shall never be a 
erime in my view, or bring injury on the individual. > Those 
whose miscondnet in office ought to have produced their remo- 
val, even by my predecessor, must not be procected by the deli- 
cacy due only ta honest men.” 

This last was followed. p by one of the same date to Elbridge 
Gerry, in which we find these equally explicitand noble senii- 
mente. 

“ Officers who have been guilty of gross abuses of office, 
such as marshals packing juries, &c. Ishall now remove, as my 
predecessor ought in justice to have done. The instances will 
he tew, and governed by strict rule. ‘The right of opinion shall 
suffer no invasior from me. ‘Those who have acted well have 
nothing to fear, however they may have differed from me in 
opinien.” 

To the doctrines of these extracts, regarding them as an 
outline of the policy of Mr. defferson’s Administration upon 
the subject: f of appointments and removals, except the exclur 
sion of attorneys and marshals from the pale ot his mercy, as 
indicated in his letter to Mr. Giles, there can be no objection. 
But this exception wil be found to be more apparent than 
real; for he afterwards qualifies it, by stating, as a reason 
for their removal, ani a very subzantial one it was too, 
that the course of justice had been obstructed by them in pack- 
ing juries, &c. 

{come now to notice another letter of Mr. Jefferson, written 
in the month of July, 1801, and which has been very much 
qnoted and relied upon to show that he changed the opinios he 
entertained upon the subject of removals from office upon his 
first accession to power, or that he at least violated them in his 
practice. Laliude to his letter to a committee of the merchants 
of New Haven, who had sent him a strong remontrance against 
the removal of Mr. Goodrich, collector of that port. Let us seo 
whether the doctrines of this letter do really conflict with these ` 
contained in the exiracis already referred 19 from other letters, 
Me. Goodrich had been appointed near the close of Mr. Adams’s 
administration, and Mr. Jefferson had, upon coming into office, 
announced his intention to consider all such appointments as 
“oullities.”? In this letter he puts the question directly to the 
committee, Whether the appointment of anuther person as the 
successor to the former incumbent could, under the circum- 
eiances, “be candidly considered a removal of Mr. Goodrich?” 
it is clear that this case belonged to a peculiar class, and which, 
to say the least of it, afforded some more reason for the exercise 
of the power of removal than a mere difference of political 
opinion. Yet Mr. Jefferson re-asserts, substantially, in the very 
next sentence, his former expressed opinion. Tor, says he : 

“Ifa due participation of office isa mauer of right, how are ` 
vacancies to ba obtained? Those by death are few, by resigna- 
tion pone. Can any other mode than that of removal be pro- 
posed?) ‘This is a painful office. But it is made my duty, ara I 
mec: it as such. Lf proceed in the operation with delibe:ation 
and inquiry, that it may injure the best men least, and cffet the 
purpose of justice and public utility with the least private dis- 
(ress; that it may be thrown as much as possible on celiuquency, 
on oppression, on intolerance, and anti-vevolutionary adherence 
to our cnemy.”? 

In the same letter, Mr. Jefferson laments, in a strain of vn- 
affected regret, a state of things aech would compel him to ex- 
ercise the power of removal in order to fet in the Republican 
party to a cue participation of the public offices. Theirs toral 
exclusion under the preceding Administration,” he zaid called 
for “correction” at his hands. oy gd ; 

“E shall correct the procedure, ! he coftinves, “but, that done, 
return with joy to that state of thinga when the only question 
concerning a candidate shall be, is he honest? Is he cupable? 
ls he faithiul to the Constitution?’ 

It is impossible to deny that these are patriotic, worthy, and 
noble sentiments. And if there is in this letter a shade of depar- 
ture from the principles be had before avowed his determination 
to be governed by in the exercise of the power of removal, I have it 
in my power to show that he was diiven to declare it, and toact 
upon it, by the clamorous importunities of that forward, hungry, 
and voracious swarin, Which, vulture like, hangs upon the skirts 
and constantly besets every triumphant party; by that hytna 
pack, which does not cease, by day nor by night, to howl round 
the Treasury, demanding to be admitted to the spoils, and taking 
no denial; hy that same class of unprincipled camp-folluwers, 
who, J infer from the frequent appeals I observe in the Metre- 
polis and the Globe, continue to haunt and importune the Pre- 
sident at thia day, not to relax in the work of proscription until 
every officer, high and low, shall be driven out of employment, 
who does not, or will not, juin in the shoutof applause, acd give 
tat support to bis Administration which it is thir boast to de, 
Tiese cormorants, caliing themselves Jefferssuians as they do, 
contrary to all he ever said or did, wouid deny any participation 
in the public offices to their opponents; they concede no such 
right; total exclusion a'one wili satisfy thein. While a Wing- 
remains in office, their cry wiil still be— i 

“Kill, burn, destroy, let not a traitor live!”? 


For those who slew the tyrant Cesar were traitors to thelr conn. 
try in the eyes of the illuztrious predecessors —the grea! proto- 
t} pes of our modern Democrats. But to the proof. A few days 
afier the letter was written to the New Haven commi:tee, wo 
find Mr. Jefleraon anburdening his mind to his friend, Levi 
Lincoln, in the following language: i : i 

“That the Republicans would consent to the continuation of 
every thing in Federal hands, was not to te expected, because 
neither just nor politic. On me, the first Republican Presi- 
dent, was to devolve the office of executioner—that of lopping 
off. T cannot say that it has worked. harder than E exnected. 
You know the moderation of our views in this business, and 
that we all concurred in them. We determined to proceed 
with deliberation. This produced impatience with the Repub- 
licans, and a belief that we meant to do nothing. Bome ceca- 
sion of public explanation was eagvrly desired, when the New 
Haven remonstrance afforded us that occasien. The answer 
was meant as anexplanation to our friends. It has, we hear, 
every where, had the most wholesome effect”? 

The truth appears to have been, that Mr. Jefferson was cen- 
sured by sceme yfthe more intolerant, restless, and office loving 
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of his own party: and he yiekled a retuctant acquearaace in a 
more rigorous causa than Als eWa jl igaraat approved, though 
not abeototely at variance with his avowed principles. 

(Mr. Anax rose and asked Mr. B. is ho had ever read ano- 
ther lever to Levi Lincoln, in waich Mr, Jefferson declared his 
determination to remove Mr. Jackson. iie asked Air. BSLL'S 
attention lo that letter J 

Thave an uupecssion, reeumed Mr. B. chat I have read such a 
letter, but do not remember cny thing inconsistent with what I 
have atate l on the subject of Mr. Jetfersun’sepinions. 

{[Wr. Apasts sidi would be foam that Mr. J. re naoved Mr. 
Jackson from otie without any pretext except a diference ot 

vical opinion.) 

Mr. B. resnmed. T have turnedto the letter alluded to, and 
the passage In relation to this subject L fod I had marked tor 
reference. His in these words: 

“Weare procecding gradually in the regeneration of ‘offices, 
and introducing Republicans to some shaie of them. 
know that it will be pushed further than waa settled before you 
went away, except asta Essex men. Lunderstand that Jack- 
sonis a very determined one, though, in private Hie, amiasle 
and honoraule, Bat amiable monarchista are not safe subjects 
of republican coniidence.” 

kis evident, from this letter, hat Mre. Jefferson persuaded 
himself at least, that ha was no: departing from his avowed 
principles ia displacing Mr. Jackson, By taking the ground 
that Me. Jackson wasa monarchist, Mr. J. showed his opinion 
of the saunduess of his formes principles, and sought to disiin- 
gueh the case of the “Essex men? trom al others ia which 
thera was merely a difference of political sentiments. He had 
written to Mr. Macon ma former letter that he hal directed 
the Postmaster General to employ “no printer, foreigner, or 
Revolutionary tory m any of his offices.” He ad in the 
case of Jarksoa, to this list of disqualified persona, monar- 
chisa. 

[Mr. Apams sard 


r. Jackson was not on'y a persona of great 

private worth, but as pure and sound a Republican in princi- 
ple and feeling as any man in the Vaited S ates, His differing 
with men about the policy of the G ivernment, er the proper 
construction of the Constitution, made him neither tory nor 
monarchist. The truth was, Mr. Jefferson regarded eve: y man 
as a tory or monarchist who Was oppvsed to him; and he had 
removal Mr. Jacks n for no other reasun. } 

Mr. B. resumed. tl should be sorry to be understool as af- 
firming that Mr. Jackson was either a iory or a monarchist I 
do nut donbt that he was fully entided tothe character given 
him by the gentleman from Massachusetts; but, whether he was 
the one thing orthe other, dues not affect my argnment. J 
would fain hope, for the sake of priacip e, and that the coun: 
try may have the fu'l weight and influence of the name of Jef- 
ferson ia setiieg this power of removal upon correct grounds, 
that he waz sincere, and really believed Mr. Jackson to bea 
monarchist. But, if it was otherwise, Icontend that the reces- 
sity Mr. Jefferson felt hingelf under of assigning some other 
cause for the removal of Mr. Jackson than an ordinary sifer- 
ence of political opinion stowed what his principles were, and 
that he was ashamed to depart from them in that case. li Mr. 
Jefferson did violate hisown principles, in this respect alone 
h> may bear some resembiauce to his professed foilowers oi the 

resent day—-the modern Democrate; and in that they may iru- 
y be regarded as his discipler, 

Mc. Jefferson's violations of his own principles must be se: 
down to his infirmity aga man. Unfortunate, indeed, would it 
be forthe countr., and for society itseli, if no principle is to be 
reg urdzd as sound which was ever violate] by those who pro- 
fassed itr. Mr. Jefferson has undoubtedly left for the guidance 
and instruc:ion of his countrymen the purest and sour-est 
principles applicable to this subject. I regret, onthe public ac- 
ennag, that there exista the slightest reason to suppose that he 
was not entirely sincere in his professions; and it is manifest, 
from the fact that his correspondence, in which his princip‘es 
onthis eu ject are soclearly set forth, was published by his ex- 
press lirection, thathe continued to regard them as sound to 
the close of his life. 

I now propose to come fown to our own times for some fnr- 
ther confirmation of the doctrines of my biii. There arc but 
few of the leaders of both parties in this country, at this time, 
who do not remember something about a famous resolution 
introduced into this House by Geacral Saunders, inemter from 
North Carolina: the same who still figures in the politica of 
hia State, The resolution proposed to draw from the Secretary 
of State (Mr. City) hisreason for taking away the priating of 
the lawa from some two or three prin ers of newspapers, and 
bestowing the job upon ceriain other conductors of public 
journals. That resolution had the support of the whole opposi- 
tion to Mr. Adamas administration; s0 jealous was the Jackson 
(now Democratic) party ofthe independence, not only of pubic 
officers, bat ofthe Government eipioyees ofevery kind! Alas! 
siz, forthe wreck of principle since that time. But Í reter to 
that proceeding vow principally with the view to quote from 
the speech of the mover of the resoiution wiathe said upon the 
subject of remova's for opinion’s sake. The passage I rely 
upon isin these words: 

“The different gentlemen who have opposed this ress!ntion 
have all placed it upen the ground thit the printers of the laws 
were neither officers for lite nor good behavior, but were ap- 
pointed at the liscretion of the Secretary of State, and tiabte to 
be changed at his pleasure. Now, sir, it requited no great 
sagacity to have made the discovery, as no one ecold believe it 
compztent for the Secreary of State, baid and daring as he is 
to remove a man from ofice conferred upon him by the ‘consii- 
jutional authorities. h may suit the present policy of the Ex- 
ecutive to confer appointments, yet they can hardly uaderiake 
to vacate an office.” 


fo, sir, we me that, ae late aa 1827, no member of any party 
in this country ever imagined than the time would come when 
the practice ofremoving public cfiicers, on political ereunds, 
wonld be openty proclaimed and justified. But f might refer 
to higher authority than Generai S:unders, and a kte une alzo. 
The late Administration is known to havecom- into power as 
the reform and ant-proscription party; and the first: inangural 
adılress of General Jackson begins with these eolemn an impos- 
ing words: 

“Pabl:c sentiment has inscribed,” &c. 

But I need not quote it at length—the boys of thecountry will 
knoow what I mean. The conclurion ef the paragraph, how- 
ever, being now directly in point, I will read, which is in these 
words: f i 

“ And particularly the correction of those abuses which have 
disturbed the rizhtful course of appoin' ments, and continued im- 


portant pub'ic trusts in unfaithful or incompetent hands,” 
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In what manner General Jackson proceeded in the correction 
of those abuses which had been commiued by the appoining 
and removing power under Mr. Adams’s adminis tation, E will 
not now undertake to poiat out, nor will 1 iquiva whother the 
unprecedented number Gt removats which ioox plate under the 
late Ad rinistration, were made wantonly, for a difference of po- 
litiea! opiaten, or for better cause, nor wh ther, wih or without 
any good cause, General Jackson was privy or consenting ihere- 
to, whether he was the wilful or the involuntary dupe of the 
artful knaves and fiauerers who beset him, or whether, in fact, 
he changed his epinion, as some of his friends allege, afer he 
was ia power a short time, as to what would or would not he an 
abuse of the appointing and removing power. Tleave all thes: 
qresiinns tor others to discuss and decide. It is enough for my 
present purpose to have shown that. when General Jackson 
came into power, the removal ofa pubtic officer or the retaining 
one in office, to stubserve party purposes, was regarded asa gross 
abuse, which required correction. 

A colleague of mine said the other day, that he had of late 
hear! scarcely any thing else in Tennessee but the cry of pro 
scription, extravagance, patronagn—a reduction of Executive 
patronage! Ifmy colleague will cerry his thoughts back to the 
period of the administration of the gentleman who sits near me, 
{Mr. Apams,] he may find some canse f rsolemn r: flection 
upon tne strange vicissitudes which occur in human affairs. 
When struggliag for power, the party with which my colleague 
igs now associated, were the puisuers. They filled the whole 
country with iheir clamors about extravagance, prozcriprion, 
abuse of patronage, and unlicensed corruption inthe Adminis- 
tration, thereby deluding tens of thonsands, old and young, in- 
cluding often the intelligent as well as the ignorant. Now they 
are ia turn pursued; and when they are assailed with the cry of 
extravagance, proscription, and corruption, they complain of 
percusion! when, for twelve millions of expenditnres under 
Mr Adams’s ad:uicistration, they have expernicd their annual 
thirty millions: when, for one act ofunticensed corruption under 
his rule, they nuenber their hundred; when, for one man re- 
moye?! or proscribed under Me. Adams's administration, they 
have proscribed (heir thousand! : 

As to the constitutional power of the President to remove a 
subordinate cer for a difference of political opinion, T will 
say no mare than simpiy ta ask gentlemen to recur again to 
that clause of the Consiitntion which provides that all civil offi- 
cers may be removed from office upon conviction for “treason, 
felony, and other high crimes and misdemeanors,” and, efter 
they have done s, t^ putthe question to themseives, whether 
any thing can be more supremely absurd, aud even ridiculous, 
than this provision in the Constitution, if the President was, by 
the same instrument, vested with the power, by his sole a:who- 
rity, not only to remove for “treason, felony, and other high 
¢rimesand mistemeanors.” but for no reason at all—without 
any dsfault whatsoever in the officer!! The object of this 
chins in the Constitution was, undoubtedly, in the first place, 
to provi te for the removal of public officers who had disqna'i- 
fied themselves forthe public service by their crimes, or the 
abuse or gross neglect of their trusts; and, secandly, to throw 
around the civil officer the same protection and security, in the 
enjoyment of their righta, privileges, and emoluments, but, 
above all, their good name, against a'l tyrannical and arbitrary 
invasionaor restrictions that the Constitution and laws, both of 
the State and of the Federal Governments, are so careful to 
maintain and protect in the private citizen: The genius and spi. 
rit of our whole scheme andeystem of civil liberty are directly 
opposed to the discretionary and arbitrary control which the 
Pyesidentciaims and exercises over the public officers. 


There is one pretext which I have sometimes heard advare d 
for the cxercise of this power of removal, without any default 
an the part of the displaced officer, which deserves to be noticed 
and expoze:!, net £o much for the absence of plausible reasons 
to support it, as forthe hypocritical and mischievous use. mate 
of it. Laltude to the priaciple of rotation in office. There is 
no man of observation in the whote country, I venture to as- 
gert, who is so crednloua as to believe that a single removal has 
ever been made on that ground; nor is it probable that one ever 
will be made for that reason. A great and decisive objection 
to this principle is, that it would add greatly to the power and 
inftuence of the Executive, without benefi.ing the public in the 
slizh-est degree; for, whatever might in any case be the secret, 
selfish, or evcn wicked object of removal, the pretext alleged to 
the public would ever be “rotation in «ffize;” and thus the Ex. 
ecutive would he able to reward his friends and punish his ene- 
mies without any of the odium which attaches to the removal 
of a faithful and able officer. 


Time and the compass of a apeech will not allow meto dwell 
longer upon this branch of the subject. 1 have alveady ex- 
hausted my strength, and I fear the patience of the House. 1 
have dwelt thus long upon that provision of the bill which pro- 
poses aremedy for the abuse of the removing power, because, 
as J have already stated, I regarditas by far the most i:nportani 
paitef it, The subject has been a favorite one with me for 
years. Tlook upon the abuse which I propose (o remedy by 
this clause of the bill asthe m:sterying and enormous that ex- 
ists in the country. The correction of it I believeto be the first 
and greatest reform demanded by the exigencies of the times; 
by the mass of evils whi hexistsin the land; by the opprobrium 
and degradation onder which our system of Government suffers. 
Neither the question of a Sub-Treasury nor of a bank. nor any 
question of peace or of war ever likely to arise, is of so great 
importance, Recause, sir, this Ciscietionary power of remo- 
val, exercised npon political and party gronids, is the prolific 
gource of every other abuse which exists ia the public service. 

It enters into and pervadesevery deparment of the Govern- 
ment; it strikes at the very foundation of-a!l fidelity and effici- 
ercy in the public functionaries; it filla the public offices with 
faithless and incompetent incumbents, and expels from employ- 
ment the honest and capable. 

Ii paralyzes the energy and efficiency of the army and navy. 
by the introduction of a system of favoritiem which destroys ali 
honorable emulation and hope of prefermert by gallantry and 
gnod conduct. 

It has been the sorrce of all the Indian wars with which the 
ecuttry has been affi.cted and the Treasury exhausted within 
the last ten years, i 

It nas been the source of all theshameful abuses. frands, and 
corruptions known to exist in the sale and disposition of the 
publie lands, 2 

Tt has been the source of the stih greater frauds, if porsib'e, 
which have abounded of late in the department of Indian Af 
fairs. 

k has been the source of the unprecedente! defalcation: 
and plunderings of the public Treasury which Lave re- 
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flected disgrace upon the national character wi:hin the last few 
years, 

Sir, we may long continne to investigate these abuses in this 
House, and denounce the authors of them to the public in the lan- 
guage of fierce and unqualified invective; butthey niust and will 
continue to abound as longas the detestable maxi, that places 
af trust and profit helong not to the most capable in office, butat 
the polls, is permitted to stand unrebuked. : 

If ever it shall become the settled doctiine that the Presi- 
dent may rightfully, and with impanity, remove the smallest 
and most fneensiderable civil oficer, because he wiil Rot sup- 
port his measures, or sustain his re-election, it will be the 
moat fatal stab which can be given to the spirit of freedom in 
this country. 

If sucha doctrine shall cver find alvocat:s to justify it suc- 
cess!ul!y before the people, then affirm there will be no longer 
any security in the Constitution for the liberties of the country. 
Any bold bad man at the head of the Government—a man pos- 
sessing tolerable ability, may defy the corrective of the hallot- 
box. He will be able to perpetuate power in himself and his 
appointees forever. 

What will be the value of the boasted power ofthe ballot box 
if the Executive may so use his enormous patronage as to pa- 
ralyze the action of the people atthe polis? 

What will the doctrine of strict construction and State rights 
be worth—what will it avail the advocates of those rights, if, 
afterthey shall have put down all appropriations for internal 
improvements, established the theory thit a protective tariff 
ant a Nutional Bank are unconstitutional--wiat securities, [ 
repeat, will these triumphs afford them, if, after all, the country 
may be destined to groan under a system of heavy taxation; np- 
pressive tanffs, to support large armies and navies, raised to 
maint-in the authority of adictator, under the disguise ofa con- 
stituiional Piesident, over a prostrate, oppressed, and suffering 

eople 
p Sir, the liberties and welfare of the people of this courtry are 
not, and never will be, so much jeopurdec by the exercise ofim.- 
plied powersas from the abuse of ashnitted ones—the power of 
laising armies, the power of making war, and, above ail, the 
pow-rof appointing toa huadred thousand lucrative employ. 
ments, and the further powerof making this host of incun:bents 
subservient to Executive will, through the assumed power ofre- 
moval for disobedience of orders! 

I repeat, sir, that there is mote danger to be apprehended from 
the exorcise of thisapparently small and inconsiderable power 
of removing a subordinate officer at discretion, than from the 
exercise of allthe implied powers ever contented for by the most 
extravagant latitadinarian or ultra Federalist! 

This evil, like the slow and insidious disease wh'ch preys 
upon the human system, unobserved even by the patient him- 
seif until his vitals are assailed, is, I fear, destined to he fully 
developed to public view when it will be too late to provide a 
remedy. So deeply, so strongly, do F feel upon this subject--so 
firmly rooted are my convictions—that I will not, I cannot, re- 
gard this or any other Government as free while euch a power 
is permitted in a single Executive chief. Such a Government 
is obliged, in the necessary and inevrable course of things, to 
terminate in a despotism, wpheld either by corruption or the 
sword! Wherever the entire patronage of a Governmgnt—of 
all its official establishments, is atthe disposal of one man, 
there the whole power of the State centres in the same hands; 
the voice thatissues from the ballot box is then but the echo of 
his own. All past experience, all history, speaks with the same 
voiceon this question. 

A reform of this great and growing evil must take place 
sooner or later, or this Government cannot stand and te free ! 

Icome now, sir, to explain the second branch of the reme- 
dy proposed by the bill under consideration; and one, in every 
way, of subordinate importance to the first; for if the abure 
complained of in the exercise of the appointing and removing 
powershal! be corrected, there will be no necessity for penal 
enactments ta suppresathe abuse Fam now about to bring to 
your notice, it will be found to be but a consequence af the 
firat. 

The second section of the bill provides: ; 

“That no officer, agent, or contractor, or other person halt- 
ing any office or employment of trust or profit, under the 
Constitution and laws of the United Brates, shall, by the contri- 
bution of money or any valuable thing, or by the use of the 
franking privitege, or che abuse of any other official privilege, 
or function, or by threats or menaces, or in any other manner, 
intermeddle in the election of any member or members of 
either House of Congress, or of the President and Vice Presi- 
dent,” &c, s 

Iam aware that great prejudices have been excited in many 


sections of the Union against any measure of this nature, by ` 


the zeal and industry by which the bill of the Senate oi lst 
year was misreprecen’ed and denounced. Nor can it he de- 
nied that the wording of that bill was. unfortunate; for while 
the spiritand object of it were perfeculy defensible and of easy 
explanaton, yet its details were at the same time liable to 
some exception, and afforded plausible grounds for attacks 
upon it before the peopic: end attacked it wee, sir, in the mort 
furious spirit of party warfare. It was the theme of perpetual 
and unrestrained denunciation. It wes declared to be more 
odious and infamous than the alicn and sedition laws. It was 
declared to be the forerunner of a train of measures which 
would renew the reign of terror, and revive all the enormitics 
of the black cockade period of 1798! The people were actu- 
ally induced, m many instances, to believe that they were to 
havea gag put into th ir own mouths, as well as the public 
officers. . 

The description of the offence proposed to be punished by my 
bill was copied word for word, from a bill of a similar nature 
introduced by me three years ago; and I ask a candid examina- 
tion of it. Í reques: it to be brought to the strictest test of con- 
stitutional principle, of reason, and sound policy. 

The contribut’on of money, or other valuable thing, by pub- 
lic officers, for the purposeof influencing or controlling clec- 
tions, is the interfercnee first enumerated, and propozed to be 
prohibited by law Is there, or can there be, any just excep- 
tion to thia proposition? Fs it fit that any portion ot the salaries 
paid to the public efficers, out of the Common Ireasure, shall be 
given to corrupt the ballot-bok, and to carry elections in favor 
of a party? Some are hardy enongh to dany that such a practice 
prevails; then the prohibition of 1 can dono injury, while the 
very denial of the charge shows a prevailing sense, among 
many, of the enormity of such a practice., i : 

The next specics of interference proposed to be punished is 
the use of the franking privi'ege, which implies necessarily an 
abuse of it, Who will dare to find fault with this part of the 
bil’? or who will, or who dare, justify an abuse of thie of any 
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other official privilege or fiction, by a public officer, in order 

to influence or control an election? Ithink I may aafely leave 

this provision without further remark; nor need 1 dwell upon 
the prohibition of “ihreats and menaces,” as a means of influ- 
encing efeciians, No one nat wholly insensible to the value of 
independence and integrity in elections, can find fault with so 
mach of the bil 

But propose to punish any public officer who shall in any 
other manner intermede in elections. Let us see if there ex- 

ix any plausible gronnds of objection to this prohibition, 

Jotermedtie ig a technical term. Ail the most learned lexi- 

cographers agtee in its defiaidon. Itisciearand unequivocal. 
It Igatsy aterm in common and popular use, and is well un- 
dersixod among ihe people. It means, in the connection in 
which it appears in the bill, an officious interference; taking an 
active pari; busying one’s seli} a going out of one’s way; tak. 
ing part or engaging in the business of electioneering. The 
prohidition proposes no restraiat upon the free expression of 
politia! sentiment, or of preferences for candidates, in one’s 
usual and customary walk and intercourse with society. The 
right ol suffrage is expressly admitted by the bill, as indeed it 
could not be taken away by it. Now, lask, what exception 
can be taken to this measure, in reason or upon principle? 

Ihave heard it objected that there are some thousands of 
deputy postmasters, and other officers under the Government, 
whose compensation is so smali that they can have but little 
temptation to inierfere in etections, and, therefore, any penal 
enactments agains: that class would be equally vexatious and 
useless. My observa:ion of the course of appointment lately 
pursued in the Post Office Department eatisfies me that these 
officers, as Well as those of a higher grade, are selected from 
among the most heated partisans, whenever there are any such 
at or near the point where the office is situated; and, when ap- 
pointed, they immediately become the most active agents of 
the party in elecvons, especially in distributing electioneering 
matter in behalf or tse Administration candidates; and the in- 
terest and excitement by which they are governed lead them 
of.en to suppress or wizhhold from circulation ail matter of a 
caunteraciing tendency. But to conciliate the support of 
others tothe susport of this provision of the bill, I would have 
no objection to limit its operation to all oificers or agents whose 
fixed suaries or usual rates of Compensation exceed two hun- 
dred dollars. 

It was bitt_a few years ago, Mr. Speaker, that it was strenu- 
ousiy denied by the official oraan of the Adminisgration, (the 
Giob,) that the President had ever interfered in elections, 
Nay, the charze was pronounced false and calumnious; and, at 
the same time, the public were iaformed that he [General Jack- 
sen] disapproved of the interference of public officers in elec- 
tions. Bui now, sir,l am no longer under the necessity of re- 
ferring to the proofof the habitual practice, in this respect, of 
the pubic officers generally, from tiie highest to the lowest. 
The practice is now Lecome not only notorious, but it has been 
justified aad vindicated by an authority no less respectable than 
the Senate ofthe Unitel Siates! The repori of Mr. Want has 
become the iex! book of the Administration upon this eubj-ct. 
The doctrine tha: it is not only the privilege of public officers to 
inter‘era, but that itis their dary to do so, has become a cardinal 
poiat in their creed, and will couziaue to be carried cutin prac- 
lice aston z as Chey sai remain in the ascendant. It must now 
be rezarited asthe se!tled Coztrine of modern Democracy! Suil 
the leaders of this power/al association claim to bethe followers 
of Jeffzraon! Yet that great Republisan statesman heid the in- 
terierence of public officers in elections s0 great an offence, that 
ha pledged himself, before his election to the Presidency, that 
he would consider it “good cause of removal from office;’’ and, 
to his eternal honor, be it understood, that soon after his en- 
trance upon his hizh trust, he issued a circular to the heads of 
Depirunents, interdicting the practice, and directing them to 
poufy all the officers under their control of his order upon that 
subject. But it is useless to dwell upon these contradictions. 
lis become too weil known to require to be exposed here, 
that it is the name of Jefferson, not hia doctrines, which the 
gentlemen in power regard as most valuable in the accom- 
plishmen* of their purposes. ; 

Regarding the doctrine settled, that the officers of the Govern- 
ment may, without censure, interiere in elections, what, it may 
be inquired, are thos: monstrous evils which make the prac- 
tice so criminal in the eyes of tbose whe ars in the habit of de- 
nouncing it? 

All the irregularities and abuses proposed to be reformed by 
this Lill are so regarded because they tend to increase the power 
and influence of the Executive in such a degree as to deprive the 
Legislative depariment o’ its du> weight in the Government, 
and, finally, to set aside the power of the people themselves. 
The particnlar abuse under consideration, besides strengthening 
the Executive power, leads to t: e neglect and mismanagement 
of the public interest cunfided to the public officers, by divert- 
ing their attention to the business of electioneering. 


One striking and inevitable result of this practice, sanctioned 
asit ia by the whole party in power, will be to erect the entire 
corps of public officers, as soon as they can be properly drilled 
and disciptined, into a Grand Commitee of the Union, for the 
management of all elections, of which the chairman will be the 
Pree'dent of the United S:ates! I: is a committee organized to 
theit hant by the Constitu ion and laws, but perverted to the 
wora an} most tnconstitutional purposes. To their official du- 
ties they have only to superadd the duty of making such pro- 
vision in money, and taking such active measures besides, as 
w.llsecure the success of their candidates in all elections; there- 
by perpetuating their own power, and securing a monopoly to 
themselves and their favorites of all the public offices. 


It will be seen at a glance that thia will be the most perfect 
sysiem of party organization in the wit of man to devise. T: is 
at this moment in full and active overation. Orders and 
instructions regularly go forth from the Central Snb Committee, 
With the President at is head, to ita different members in every 
rection of the Union. We can see clearly enough why it was 
that, without the stightest fault in (be late postmastersat Albany, 
Baltimore, and in this city, they were thrust out of office, and 
decided partiaans of the Administration put into their places. 
These were important points to be furtified. The public post 
was and is to be rendered subservient te party interests in the 
ensuing contest; and the fiat has gone forth for that purpose tI 
do nut say that all the public officers are members of this grand 
committee. There are a few of some weight and consequence 
Who have not yet been brought to yield impticit obedieace to the 
President; but of the class of influential officers in the civil ser- 
vice liable to removal, I know of very few, while I am aware 
that there are several thousands, of inferior grade and import- 
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ance, chiefly deputy postmasters, who have not become the 
slavesof party tyranny. 

What, in truth, Mr. Speaker, are the hundred thousand office- 
holders, or recipients of Government favor in some shape or 
other, likely to become under the corrupting maxims and prac- 
tices of the Administration? What are most of them at this 
moment, but so many feed attorneys, whose principal business 
and duty it is to advocate and support, at all times and upon all 
occasions, the measures and policy of the Administration, tight 
or wrong, and to press the claims of their candidates in all 
elections? And, what is still more objectionable, they are paid 
froma Treasury replenished out ofthe substance and hard earn- 
ings of the whole people—of both parties! 

Sir, how are we to meet this outrage? How are we to re- 
press this increasing and daring mischief? It is denied that we 
the constitutional power to restrain public officers in the way 
proposed by this bill. 

The late bill of the Senate was compared to the alien and 
sedition laws of 1793, and represented as having the same gene- 
ral object in view, and founded on the same principles; but 
how false and unfounded this view of the subject was, may be 
discovered at a glance by any individual of general intelligence 
and observation; and the body of the people must soon become 
sensible of the same thing. e two measures are as Opposite 
as the poles in object and principle. The alien and sedition 
laws were designed as a restraint upon the free expression of 
opinion, by the people themselves, against the public officers 
and their measures. The bill of the Senate, and the one now 
under consideration, propose to prohibit the office helders from 
exercising an undue and improper influence over the people. 
The alon and sedition laws were intended to protect the public 
officers from the sayings and doings of the people; these bills 
propose to protect and guard the people against the sayings 
and doings of the public officers. In the one case, it was the 
alleged improper conduct of the people that was proposed to ie 
punished; in the other it is the alleged improper conduct of the 
public officers that is intended to be prohibited. The tendency 
of one measure was to favor power, of the other to preserve 
liberty; and the true friends of liberty every where will soon 
learn to make the proper distinction. 

The proposition to punish office holders for interfering in 
elections has been denounced as a measure comparable in enor- 
mity and tyranny only to the Spanish Inquisition! Here,again, 
the acute perception of the people of this country. will soon 
learn to detect the absurdity of comparing this measure to that 
tyrannical institution. I have always understood, sir, that the 
hierarchy of the Romish church established the Inquisition for 
the restraint and punishment of the lay members (the pe ple) 
who dared to intermeddie with matters of Christian faith; and 
also of such refractory priest or member of the hierarchy itself, 
who should dare to question the orthodoxy of their principles or 
the purity of their practices. If I have not, then, mistaken the 
object of that odions instrument of religious tyranny, there is no 
analogy, no resemblance whatever, between it and this bill. 
On the contrary, it will be found that there is a most striking 
and remarkable likeness hetween this Adminisiration, its princi- 
ples and practices, and the upholders and patrons of that infa- 
mous tribunal in Spain. Both profess to be orthodox in their 
creed, and claim that they alone are othodox—the one in reli- 
gion, and the other in politics. Both denounce all who oppose 
them, either in faith or practice, as heretics and apostates: and 
both pursue those who dare to think for themselves with inex- 
orabie proscription! But with what reason or propriety can 
it be said that a bill which proposes to restrain the impertinent 
intermeddling of the high priesta of the political church in the 
elections instituted to control them, is like a Spanish Inquisi- 
tion? It is expressly designed to defeat and counteract a practice 
established by an insolent and selfish body of magistrates and 
office holders for the purpose of maintaining their power by 
official corruption and intimidation. ; 

In the reportof Mr. Wall ef the Senate, another objection is 
stated, very like the one] have just noticed. It was contended 
that the bill of the Senate would give rise to an odjous class of 
vexatious and infamous informers and spies upon the affice 
holders. Take it for granted that such would have been the re- 
sult of the Senate’s bill; could any description of informers 
have sprung up uniler the operation of that bill more odious 
and infamous than the swarm of spies upon the public officers 
and public men of every class, which for years past has afflicted 
this country? If what I have szid is not so well known among 
the people, they have at least felt the full measure of the evil in 
the blighted interests and prorperity of the country; and the 
wretches who live, gratify their bad passions, and get employ- 
mentby the arisof the informer, are not known, because their 
information is given in secret, considered in secret, and pro- 
mulged only inappointments to and removals fram office. But 
this system of espionage is not confined (to the office holders 
only; the cenduct, the language, and in many instances the very 
looks of men, both in public and private, have been noted by 
these miscreants, either with a view to expel them from em- 
ployment, or bring down upon them the displeasure of the Pre- 
risent and his myrmidon followers. In fact, if any one desires 
to see exhibited tho practices of the Spanish Inquisition, in mat- 
ters of State and party politics, let him seek admission into the 
appointing and removing offices of the present Administration 
of this free Government! 

Let uz see now how widely different,both in principle and in its 
results, would be the practice of informers under the law pro- 
hibiting the intermecdling of public officers with elections. 
From the very nature of the case, every thing they do is open 
and public—the charge, the proof, and the decision upon 
it. The informer stakes his character upon the truth of his in- 
for nation; and a jury of the countrymen of the accused sit upon 
upon the charge in open day, and deliver their verdict’ under 
the sanction ofa Federal judge. I know Ikneed notsay another 
word in answer to this objection. F 

But it is said, that to provide for the purishment of a public 
officer for intermeddling with elections would deprive him of 
of rights and privileges secured to hiin by the Constitution ; 
which, in this case, would be to say and do just what he pleases 
in elections, provided he discharges the duties of his office pro 
perly and faithfully. The argument is, first, that the Constitu- 
tion will allow‘ no restraint on the office holder in abridging any 
privilege to which, as a citizen. he would have been entitled. 
Yet we have restrained their privileges, in repeate! instances, 
by laws still standing on our etatute books; as, for instance, ia 
the laws relating to the establishment of the Freasury Depart- 
ment, and prescribing the duties of the officers employed in it. 
In these laws it will be found that Congress has exercised the 
power to prohibit them from the exercise of any of those rights 
and privileges of a citizen which would interfere with the faith- 
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ful discharge of their official duties. And can there bea greater 
inducement for a warm political partisan to neglect or viele 
his trust, than the privilege of taking an active part in elections? 
In truth, it is one of the greatest temptations that can be placed 
in his path; so great that we know many, very many, have not 
been able to withstand it.. The people of this country never 
can be recoaciled to the idea that we cannot pass laws to make 
ofice holders mind their own business, and meddle not in 
things which necessarily disqualify them for the offices they 
hold. These reasons will apply with increased weight to the 
large class of officers jn the employment of the Post Office Þe- 
partment, And especially, if the principle of Jefferzon be well 
founded—if it be good cause of remova] from office for a pubiic 
officer to intermeddle in elections, what principle of reason or 
common sense forbids Congress to enforce the observance of it 

y law 

But itis objected that this bill proposes to reduce the large 
and respectable portion of our citizens who fill the public of- 
fices to the condition of serfs—of slaves; to deprive them of 
the privilege of speech, and that freedom of action which the 
Constitution secures to every citizen! I am astonizhed at 
the coolimpudence—the bold disingenuousness of this argu- 
ment, considering the source from whence it comes. Who are 
they who put it forward, and gravely ask the people to consi- 
der it? The very men who openly maintain and justify the 
doctrine that the President may and ought to remove every one 
of those free citizens from office who will not or does not give 
his cordial support to the President, his measures, and policy! 
t is this debasing, corrupting, and proscriptive policy—the po- 
licy upheld by these objectora—-that would reduce the free born 
citizens who fill the public offices to the cendition of servility 
which no high-minded and spiried man can or will endure. 
None but soch as are fit to be slaves willere long be found in 
the public offices under this system. Instead of oppreseing or 
tyrannizing over the public officers, this bill proposes to strike 
the manacles from their hands—to set them free! When they 
shall be placed, by the permission of the Executive, upon that 
footing of independence and freedom of which it is said this bill 
will deprive them, there willbe no récessity for the remedy 
which I propose. Itis precisely because those who hold the 
power in their hands will not permit the public officers tu think 
and act as they please in elections, that I propose that Con- 
gress shall interpose in their behalf. The voluntary interfer- 
ence of public officers in electi ns, their tree and unbiassed in- 
termeddling will never be an object of alarm or apprehension to 
the friends of the Constitution. It is the involuntary—it is the 
constrained interference of public officers in behalf of power 
that is to he feared, and requires a corrective. Wet the whole 
field of politics be opened te ther; let them take sides at their 


option, free from the apprehension of proscription and removal; - 


and let them be selected upon those free principles, and we 
may safely rely upon their patriotism and spirit in maintaining 
the Constitution and the true intereste of the country. Bur, 
sir, according to the sdmitted asd notorious practice of the 
party now unfortunately in power, doce not every man who 
takes employment under the Government sign, seal, and deliver 
an indenture of abject political servitude during hia continu- 
ance in office? It isa condition of their appointment and con- 
tinuance in office that they shall only speak or actin politics 
according to order! Yet it iz from the supporters and advo- 
cates of a policy—a practice so repugnant in all its conee- 
quences to the spirit of freedom and independence—that we 
hear the objection to this bill that it will deprive the office 
holders of the privilege of speech and action which is secured 
to them by the Constitution ! 

It ie, air, to secure te the office holders these invaluable privi- 
leges, that this bill is designed. The most perfect freedom in the 
exercise of the elective franchise, of the right of speech and of 
the press, ia what I most desire to see permanently established. 
That is undoubtedly what the framers ofthe Constitution con- 
templated, and what they supposed (hey had succeeded in se- 
curing.upon the most durable foundation. But the interest and 
ambition of men in power have defeated the design of the Con- 
stitution in this respect; and this bill is intended to restore the 
freedom thus trenched upon by ihe Executive branch of the Go- 
vernment; and so entirely unfounded do I regard uns objection, 
that I would be willing to insert a prcviso to the section under 
consideration, that nothing therein contained should be so con- 
strue] asto violate the right of speech and of the press, as ee- 
cured by the Constitution. Sir, 1 would Teariesay leave it to the 
Judiciary to give all the effect to this section which I design it 
shall tave, subject to such a proviso. 


To the third section of the bill, I take it for granted there can - 


be no serious objection. It is intended to provide an adequate 
punishment for a class of offences which cannot become very 
large until the standard of public morala shal! be reduced very 
low, ani the country, under the operation of the mercenary 
maxim by which the appointing and removing power is now re- 
gulated, shall be prepared for submission to any form of govern- 
ment which those at the head of the Administration shall think 
proper to establish. It ie designed, in the first place, to punish 
bribery and corruption in the exercise of the appointirg power, 
by the higher officers of the Government. This is an offence 
which, by the Constitution, may be punished by impeachmer.t. 
Without doubt that would be the more appropriate remedy; but 
it has been manifest for many years past, that we have created 
an Executive with powers and patronage so vast aud extensive, 
as to ret theimpeaching power at defiance. We have no resort 
in bringing the great officers of the Government to punishment 


for high crimes and misdemeanors, but in the independence of - 


the Judiciary. It was to supply the place of this provision of 
the Constitution, rendered abortive by the preponderating influ- 
ence of the Executive, that this section was added to the bill. 
The necessity of it was suggested to me by having my attention 
called to appointments given to some, and the promise of ap- 
pointments held out to others, under such circumstances ag left 
no doubt of the corrupt motive. ‘ eat 
But, sir, there is another practice, which, whether originating 
with the Administration or not, has grown up under Its auspices 
to such an indecent height as, in my opinion, demands a prompt 
and adequate remedy at our hands. It is the direct, palpable, 
and notorious bribe held out by the Executive to every man of 
talent and influence in the country, to enlist in the service of the 
Administration, or, if in its ranks already, to take a leading and 
prominent part in its support. 1 allude to the rich rewards 
which have been bestowed upor defeated candidates for popu- 


} lar suffrage on the side of the Administration, in so many cases, 


that be no mistake as to the policy or motive to such a 
ane mee repeatedly declared in assemblies of the people, 
that the President had, in effect, by a public proclamation, made 
“known toall whom it might concern,” that no man of weight, of 
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eharactet and influence, who has it in his power to render any 
important service to the Administration, by becoming a candi- 
date in any election, shall make any sacrifice of time or business 
for which he will not be amply rewarded. I now, in my-place 
èn this floor, make the same statement. This policy isnow well 
known and understood. It may be regarded as a general maxim 
of the President, “whom the people reject, I wil elect.” Ifa 
gentleman is induc d to sacrifice his professional or other pros- 
pects to become the candidate of the Administration in any im- 
portant election, and is defeated, he is sure to be amply compen- 
sated by an office or emp'oyment of equal, and probably or far 
greater value by the President, than the one he failed to get from 
the people ! 
hat is this practice, sir, when systematically pursued, but 
sowing corruption broadcast through the land? How many can- 
didates for the effice of Governor in the States, for seats in Con- 
#3 in particular and contested districts, have, upon their de. 
eat, been rewarded by mote profitable, and, in many instances, 
by higher stations? How many worn out hacks of the party— 
gentlemen who entered pupte life with sume character, but lost 
ìt in a long service marked by a servile submission to the will 
and beheats of power—have been rescued from the resentment 
ofthe people—that just penalty of violated trusts—by the sus- 
taining hand of the President? Is this practice m accordance 
with Democratic or Republican principles? Is this an orthodox 
method of giving effect to the will of the people, or of sustaining 
their sovereignty? If it be so, sir, it is, l affirm, wholly of modern 
invention. 

But this abuse is not limited to the giving of offices and em- 
ploymentsto defeated candidates only. Many instances have 
occurred in which the interests of party have been consulted at 
the expense of public principle and the public service, by con- 
ferring lucrative employments upon rival candidates for the 
same station, that there might be no division in the Administra- 
tion ranks! A most shameful and flagrant example of this 
abuse occurred a few yearsago, in the case of the two gentlemen 
who were about to enter the lists for the Executive chair in the 
State of Pennsylvania; and there have been many such cases of 
less notoriety, but all involving the same gross violation of prin- 
ciple. 

i wish it were in our power to prevent, by legal enattments, 
another abuse of a kindred nature, and which is becoming but 
too common. It is the practice of training up and pampering 
Administration candidates—embryo members of Congress and 
others—a year or two before they are brought out npon the 
course. By this process, they are prepared to make the ne- 
cessary sacrifices to secure success in their districts or States, 
and they make their appearance in the two Houses of Congress, 
or in some other station of importance to their party, already 
swollen, but not satiated, with spoil; with their appetites 
whetted, and, like those animals which having once tasied of 
human biood become doubly ferocious, they are more forward, 
urecruputous, and untiring, than all others in their support of 
power. ButIcan think of no provision of law by whick this 
evil can be reached. A sound state of public sentiment and 
morals only ean remedy this mischief. 

When pressing the importance of passing some law to punish 
bribery and corruption in the higher offices of the Government, 
I have been often met by the argument that, in despite of the 
most rigorous laws, a great deal of that sort of undue and im- 
propér mfiuence which is denominated corruption will prevail 
in the administration of any Government; that it will always 
assume such forma and disguises as to elude detection and 
Punishment. All this I agree to; but that does not show that 
penal laws may not greatly diminish the amount of the evil. 
Sir, if such lawa can answer no other purpose than to prevent 
the principle of corruption from becoming incorporated into 
oursystem; from becoming the characteristic feature in its ope- 
ration; from walking abroad openly aud shamelessiy, they will 
do much; for, when that tims shalt come, who will feel himself 
called upon to defend such a polluted country either with hig 
puree or hissword? A question would then arise whether a 
monarchy, with the nece:sary appendage of a corrupt court, 
but leaving the mass of society pure and uncontaminated, 
would not be preferable to a system which can only be sup- 
ported by corrupting the body of society—the people them- 
selves! 

We have laws in all the States for the punishment of bribery 
and corruption in the candidates and electors. This, it seems, 
is a species of petty bribery which it is well enough to restrain 
and punish. Noone objects to thie; but why not punish the 
far more injurious and wholesale bribery and corruption in 
the official magnates of the land? Does genuine Democracy 
object i 

Again, sir, I have had to meet this objection: You propose to 
correct, as far as possible, by law, the increasing corruption and 
profligacy manifest in the operation of our political rystem; why 
not extend the proposed corrective to the undue and corrupt in- 
fluence exercised by the banks? I am asked whether public men, 
members of Congress and others, may not be unduly influenced 
or corrupted by the banks, as well as by the offices and employ- 
ments in the gift of the President? I answer, yes; and I could 
point out many other sources of a corrupt infiuence upon public 
men, includirg members of Congress, besides the banks. In 
truth, in every branch of the public service, in every branch of 
private business, there are interests and feelings to be promoted 
and gratified, which are more or less corrupting in their influence 
onthe public men connec’ed with them. But it must be borne in 
mind that these sources of undue influence are limited toa single 
object in each caso, as in the instance of the banks. They have 
adeep interest in sustaining their charters, and in resisting a 
course of policy which would render them useless and unpro- 
fitable. Hut, asto the policy of the country generally, or as to 
who shall be in or who shall be out of office, the bank interest 
is wholly indifferent. So of any other source of corruption not 
connected with the public service. As to the banks, ordinarily, 
there are no inducements to improper influences on their part. 
It isonly when their charters, their existence, may be in jeo 
pardy; and then, the moment the questionsin which they are 
concerned are settled, we hear no more of them. The evil in 
regard to them is necessarily transient, as well aslimited in ex- 
tent. The scope and object of the ‘bill un’er consideration, I 
hope, will be regarded as sufficiently comprehensive, limited as 
they are te the prevention of undue influence and corruption in 
the administration of Executive patronage. It does not profess 
to provide for the punishment of bribery and corruption in eve- 
ry form in which it may exist. But, if I were pressed upon the 
subject of providing a remedy for tne undue influence of the 
banks, er of “associated wealth,” I would say that it will be per- 
haps fortunate for the country if the banks, or some other more 
powerful source of Influence connected with the public liberty 


and prosperity, should always exist, to hold in check and coun- 
teract the constant tendency of the Federal Executive to bring 
within its control the whole country—every institution, public 
and private, ali its interests, and every other branch of the Go. 
vernment. Banks are only to be feared when they are found in 
alliance with the Executive; for they are themselves liable to be 
corrupted and controlled by Executive infiuence and patronage. 
And gentlemen will find that the provisions of any bill which 
proposes to restrain the corrupting influence of the banks upon 
public men, must extend far beyond the precincts of the Jegisla- 
tive department. I saw, in a recent number of the oflicial or- 
gan, (the Globe,) a labored attack upon the Opposition, alleging 
adesign to bring the House into contempt and disrepute with 
the people, in order to overthrow our free form of gnvernment. 
But how long has it been since that organ, and all its associate 
Editors, offic:aland others, were laboring, day and night, to con. 
vince the country that a majority of both Houses of Congress 
were utterly corrupt, and unworthy of trust and confidence; 
charging directly that they were the mercenary advocates and 


; hired instruments of the United States Bank! Ata later period, 


our Conservative friends came in for their share of these denun- 
ciations,and the whole Oppositien in Cungresa were then stigma- 
used as the servile and corrupt supporters of the State banks. 
Who, or what party, was it, Which then sought to overthrow 
the Constitution, by destroying the credit of the legislative 
branch of the Government? The doctrine of those in power 
is, that none but the President and his devoted partisans are 
guildess of this sin of bank influence and bank corruption ! 
They only are immaculate! Yet, you may remember, sir, that, 
when it was proposed to look into the affairs of the deposite 
banks, to ascertain to wha’ extent the means of speculating in 
the public lands by some of the high officers of the Govern- 
ment, and numerous favorites and partisans of the Administra- 
tion besides, had been provided by those banks, it was objected 
that they were State institutions, and it would be a violation of 
State rights if Congress should assume the power to inquire into 
the management of their affairs! The point I wish to enforce 
by these remarks is this: that the banks and every other source 
of undue influence and corruption which does or can exist in 
this country, except the one struck at by this bill, are more 
strongly tempted and attracted—more liable, on every account, 
to lavish their means of corruption upon the Executive depart- 
ment of the Government than upon any other branch. Where 
there is most pont and influence in moulding the policy and 
measures of the Government, there will fasten the mass of cor- 
rupt appliances of every kind; and that the Executive is, and 
has been for years, the superior and controlling branch of the 
Government, all the world knows. Executive officers may be- 
come, may have been, the corrupt tools and instruments of bank 
interest and bank influences, as well as members of Congress; 
and it may one day he disclosed that some of the de posite banks, 
acting upon the Executive department, wielded a more exten- 
sive and potent influence over the domestic policy of the conn- 
try than. the United States Bank ever attempted or aspired to. 
The temptation was great—the prize was dazzling, and the mode 
of operation equally daring and questionable. I will not insi- 
nuate that the late President was swayed, in the part he took in 
the transactions to which I allude, by corruption in his own per- 
son. This I do not believe; and, if I did, for the honor of the 
country, for the rake of our institutions, and of the high office 
which he held, I would not state it; but, what I mean to affirm 
is, that the country was in more danger from the corrupting in- 
fluences of the banks, acting upon the official advisers of the 
President and other subordinate agen‘san.t instruments employ- 
ed in conducting the war against the United States Bank, than it 
ever has, or can be, from the operation of similar influences upon 
the Legislature—the more numerous branch of the Govern- 
ment. 

(have, Nr. Speaker, finished the review of the several provi- 
sions of thebill which i designed. I have extended my remarks 
beyond the limits I had prescribed to myself; but I could not 
have curtailed them and have done justice to the subject. The 
intrinsic importance of the question; the deep interest I have so 
long taken in it; and, above all, the uncommon degree of unfair- 
ness and ferocity with which this measure has been attacked, 
have prompted me to a full digcussion of it. 

And now, sir, I must be allowed to express my deep regret, I 
may gay the deep mortification, I feel, that this subject should 
receive so small a share of the public attention; that it should 
excite so little interest inthis House. I am mortified, not only 
on my own, but the public account. Above all, I regret that] 
cannot have the co-operation of the whole Whig interest in this 
House and ovt of it, on such a question. That I should meet 
with some opposition in the Whig ranks, I was prepared to ex- 
pest some, I supposed, might oppose this measure because they 

ad become prejudiced and alarmed by what they had heard 
of the nature of the laie bill of the Senate; others, be- 
cause this was a new measure, and they could not, or would not 
spare the time to-examine it, and some, becanse they do not re 
gard the spoils doctrine of Governor Marcy as any heresy! But 
1 trust there are but few Whigs in this House who hold such de- 
testable opinions. 

I would not be set down, Mr. Speaker, as a believer inthe ex- 
istence of absolute purity and perfection, in the management of 
human affaits, at any time. This, certainly, is not an age of mi- 
racles in this respect. We can only expect to witness the prac- 
tice of the austere virtues in an eminent degree in primitive 
communities, in which there is but little to tempt the ambition 
or cupidity of patriotic and virtuous minds. But I would re- 
mind those who think that the “spoils” are a necessary stimu- 
lant to patriotism in resisting bad men anda ruinous Adminis- 
tration, that the principles of my bill will make it the solemn and 
bounden duty of any President who may hereafter come into 
power, te dismiss from office not only the unfaithful and incom- 
petent, but all such as have gone out of their way to interfere in 
elections, State or nauonal. And if there is any portion of the 
Whigs to whom this does not furnish sufficient ground of hope 
and expectation—to whom this latitude of removal does not hold 
out sufficient inducement to exertion—they are unreasonable 
and insatiate; they are hot rightly sorted; th 
cally to the spoils party. 


I must repeat the expression of my surprise that this subject | 


has excited so little attention here and tlsewhere. Tome it is 
strange and incomprehensible that the measure I have proposed 
or some other ofa ajmilar and even more radical nature, has not 
forced itself upon the attention of the reflecting men ef the coun- 
try, considering the alarming character and tendency of the 
times. What, in fact, has been the cause of the fierce and destruct- 
ive party warfare in which we have been so long engaged, but 
a question of Executive e? Ut ties at the foundation of. 
the disastrous condition of all our great interests at this moment. 


ey belong intrinsi- | 
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It has been a great and convulsive struggle on the part of the 
Executive to subdue every element of opposition to its will. No 
alternative was left but submission or destruction. Though for 
a long time unknown and unsuspected by many of the most 
ardent and patriotic of those who rejoiced in the election of Ge- 
neral Jackson, yet subsequent events confirmed the suspicions 
of some at the time, thatthere was a settled plan—a scheme, 
concerted between afew of the inost influential of his friends 
and supporters—to establish a system of Executive control, do 
deeply and yet so artfully combined with every great source of 
patronage and influence in any way connected with the Govern- 
ment as to set all opposition at defiance for the future, and to 
secure to them and their appointees undisturbed possession of 
ower. 
Tihe first step in the execution of this plan was to make the 
Postmaster Generala member of the Cabinet; and what was 
then given out as a necessary arrangement in the execution of 
the extensive reforms meditated by the new Administration 
was, in fact, designed to carry out the doctrines of the Albany 
school of politics, as indicated in the proceedings of 1822, al- 
ready referred to; and to reduce the Post Office Department to 
the condition ofa subservient political engine—an instrumetit 
of Executive power and influence! Was this walking in the 
footsteps of Jefferson? The very first principle of administra- 
tion adop:ed by that great Republican leader, after his induc- 
tion into office, was, that the Post Cftice Department should be 

.eserved free and unbiassed in its operations by the partisan 
hea and violence of the times; nor, above all, would he allow 
any connection between the public press and the public post. 
Ina letter to Mr. Macon, of North Carolina, written on the 
14th of May, 1801, he informs him that “a very early recom. 
mendation had been given to the Postmaster General to employ 
no printer, foreigner, or revolutionary tory, in any of his ot- 
fices.” What he meant by excluding printers was illustrated 
by his positive refusal tə appoint a successful and distinguished 
partisan Editor to an office in that Department. It has been 
the settled policy of the present Administration, on the contrary, 
wherever the circumstances were favorable, to establish such a 
direct connection and dependence between the public press and 
the public post as to insure a faithful co-operation in its sup- 
port. Innumerous instances, appointments have been made 
in this Department not only of printers, but of men that they 
may become printers. Atlast, we find, not only a printera 
hack writer of the party—but the most intolerant, violent, and 
proscriptive of the whole corps, placed at the head of the Ge- 
nerai Post Office! Still, these are the followers of Jefferson ! 

The next great public institution and source of influence to 
be approached and subdued was the United States Bank. It 
was firstsounded, and, not being found pliant enough, it was 
menaced; and, when that would not do, forth went the fiat for 
its destruction. Whatever may have been the opinions formed 
by the uninitiated members of the party as te the particular 
motive of the movement against the United States Bank, and 
without questioning at all that there were early and deep pre- 
judices in a certain great quarter against that institution, yet 
the subsequent history o! the Bank warfare shows, conclusive- 
ly, that the instigators and principal abettors of that war, from 
the beginning, were resolved to subdue its independence, or to 
prostrate it altogether. They were resolved not to suffer the 
existence of so powerful an institution, unless it could be 
brought to co operate with the dominant party in the political 
conflicts of the day—the only contingency in which such an 
institution is to be feared! Experience has now fully demon» 
strated that a United States Bank, with the strongest hold upon 
popular favor, added to all the extraneous, and, if you please, 
the corrupt influences itcan bring to bear, is no match for the 
power of the Executive! The late Bank of the United States 
had the decided support, not only of the legislative department 
of the Government, but the cordial favor and confidence of the 
people themselves, in the commencementof the contest; yet it 
finally fell under the increasing and irresistible energy of the 
Executive arm! Just as every other institution and depart- 
ment of the Government itself is destined to fall, if this gigantic 
power is not speedily reduces. 

When it was discovered that the bank would not yield—when 
its directors firmly, but respectfully, declined any co-operation 
withthe Executive in the execution of its political schemes, 
the arch conspirators sought to acquire an equal amount of pa- 
tronage by establishing a connection between the Executive 
and the most powerful ofthe State banks. This they readily 
accomplished. But when the deposite banks broke down under 
the accumulated burdens of excessive issues and extended cre- 
dits, (a consequence of their obedience to Treasury orders)— 
under the effecis of the specie circular, co-operating with in- 
creased commercial embarrassments, and it was foreseen that 
they could be of no further service in upholding the fortunes of 
the Administration—the money power was grasped at, through 
a new institution, (the Sub-Treasury,) and we now find our- 
selves still hotly engaged in a struggle for the independence of 
this power on the one hand, and its subserviency to the will 
and purposes of the Executive on the othcr—at the end of ten 
years from the day when the first overture was made for the 
control of the United States Bank! The monster power will 
never be appeased untilit shall have drawn within its voracious 
jaws every element of strength andinfluence within the reach 
of its giganticarms ! i 

I havea word or two to say to the real. Republicans—to the 
State Rights men, who may be inclined to support the Adminis- 
tration, because they are not satisfied te go with the Opposi- 
tion; andl ask them. What is it yeu would preserve? Whatis 
it you most fear? When Lobserve the quiet complacency wiih 
which this one powerfuland famous party look on the practices 
of those in power, and the general evils of thetimes, f must 
confess my astonishment. I often ask myself, when 1 reflect 
upon this subject, what has become of that tribe of pungent, 
fierce, and powerful writers, who once filled the columns of a 
celebrated journal of the South? Where have vanished those 
successful alarmists of the Virginia schoo], who kindled the fire 
of patriotism &nd determined opposition to Federal usurpation 
in the breast ofevery youthful reader? Are they dead, or do 
they only sleep? Have they abandoned their ancient creed; or 
did they only conjure up the spectre of consolidation trampling 
upen the rights of the States to frighten the ignerantand credu- 
lous? Ff, on the contrary, they were sincere in their professione; 
why isit that wedo not hear their voice, asin times past, rais 
far above the ordinary din of the conflict? Do they not see that 
the power and influence of the States, in their organic form, ate 
no longer felt or respected; that Federal influences and Federal 
interest ride over all! f 

What are the reserved rights of the States worth? What wil- 
be their value as carriers against the eucroachment of the Fe 
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decal Government, whan the President, calling to his aid a sub- 
gervient post, an affiliated and pensioned press, and a trained 
band of officsholders, (a hundred thousand streng,) holding 
their places by the tenure of party servico, and receiving pay 
and promotion exacily upon the same principles that officers 
are paid am! promoted ina well-regulated army, shall be able to 
carry the Siate elections with the sama ease with which he con: 
tole the Federal? 

But Igo furthar; Task the gentlemen of the State rights 
school to answer me, whether a potential and practical consoli- 
dauca ofall the powers of Government has not already taken 
piece, ami deen in operation for years? Are not the followers 
of the Administration, the people who have given a blind aed 
unqualified support tə the Federal Executive in the States, the 
same people (leaders inclusive) who elect, through the same 

organization, the majority of the members of the State 
Tagotatre who, in turn, senda tool of the Federal Executive 
to the Senate; and are they not the same people who have sent 
a majority of the members to thia House, eatin consolidated, 


wevery practical purpose, our entire complex system, asitex- | 


iataia theory, into one simples machine, worked by a single 
haad—the Presidagt? 

When, by the aid of party discipline and the spoils principle, 
a perfect coalition and identity of feeling, interest, and action 
have taken place between State and Federal politics—State and 
Federal elecuons—between Staie and Federal patronage, and 
the one is made to chime in and give support to the other, in a 
majority of the States—what is this but consolidation? 

When it has come to pass that in many of the States a com- 
monsoster is kept of favorite applicants for uffice, State and 
Federal—for State and Faderal spoil; when the State caucuses 
or juntos decree who shall fill a vacancy arising by removal or 
otherwise, whether in a Federal or State employment, and the 
President, as the head of the party, if it be an office under the 
Federa! Government, is bound to ratify the selection—what is 
this bur consolidation? 

When the President, inthis manner, acte in the double capa- 
city of chief dispenser of the patronage of the Federal Govern- 
ment, and ex oficio chairman or presiding officer of an organ- 
ized party aseuciation extending over the Union, and which 
is identified in feeling, object, and interest with the majority 
which rules the executive and legislative action of the 
Rates themselves—what is this but consolidation? And what 
does or has prevented the Federal 
dictating the measures and policy of the States upon any 
subject whatever? Though it may be true that the President 
cannot enact a single law relating to the currency or the banks, 
or internal improvements in any one ofthe States, does that im- 
pair his power, aa long as his recommendations are received 
asthe decrees of the party, and obeyed as such? Thus it has 
happened that, while our modern State Rights friends are de- 
claiming against internal improvements, a protective tariff, and 
a United States Bank, an? denouncing them because they lead 
to consolidation, lo! a consolidation of all actual power is 
already vested in the President; for he isthe actual depositary 
of all power who influences and controis the action of all the 
departments of Government, both Siate and Federal; and as 
long as the President has the means at hand to secure a majo- 
rity of the people of the States, he is necessarily absolute in au- 
thority ! 


Yea, sir, a practical consolidation has existed for years; and it 
oaly remains to be seen whether the Government can be 1e- 
sored to its constitutional action. What would it now avail to 
leave Congress, as in times past, to go home, and throw our- 
seives into the Legislatures of the States, thos> boasted strong- 
holdsof liberty, those impregnable fortresses, where a success- 
fal etaed, it waa supposed, could always be made against Iede- 
tal usurpation? When you shall get there, you will find the 
same powerful hand controlling every movement which you 
wee here—you wiil find the same secret, invisible and 
yet irresimible influence, paralyzing and defying all opposi- 
tion there, jost ae we have often witnessed in this House—there 

will find the same unlimited aad unqualified support of 

utive measures, right or wrong, which has so long cha- 
racterized Congress. In fine, you will behold party and party 
interests omnipotent, and riding over every thing there, asevery 
where else. Is this not consolidation? s 

Melancholy as the truth may be, yet so it is, that, under the 
prevalent sysiem of party tactics, with the aid of the spoils 
principle, the President, the Senate, and the House of Repre- 
sentatives, the appointing officer and his council, the impeach- 
ing or inquisitorial body, and the State Executives and Legista- 
tures, have the same electors, the same constituency, and are 
all under the control of one man! The Senate is no longer a 
check on the appointing power of the President; the House, 
as the impeachmg or inqoisitorial body, has lost all its terrors; 
nor are the States or their Legistatures any longer a check upon 
Federal power. All the checks and balances contemplated by 
the Constitution are defeated and annulled in practice. The 
President, so far from being liable tobe called to account or 
checked by either of the other departments of the Government 
or by the Bates, is in fact their master, and controls them ! 

Let me not be told that this vast fragment of ill-got.en power 
and influence is already beginning to totter; that it is no longer 
that formiduble acd impregnable lodgment of false men and 
fale principles which I have described. What has been may 
happen again; and, whatever may be the fate of this Admi- 
nitration, I am convinced that, if it shall be overthrown, it 
willbe by a rare are aes of circumstance; =i such as 
can scarcely be expectedto occur again In a century. 

Mr. Speaker, my adamant informs me that I ought here to 
close temarks, but my feelings still inpel me on. I cannot 
refrain from presenting to the House and country some further 
views connected with this subject which are constantly present 
tomy mind. A : 

I have already and repeatedly expressed my opinion of the 
imporance of retrenching the power and influence of the Ex- 
ecutive; of the imperious necessity of correcting now, while we 
may, those abuses which have creptinto our system, unless we 
are prepared to see the Constitution, our glorious plan of civil li- 
berty, go down and be lost forever. If the present state of 
things shall continue, with all their aggravations, our system 
cannot last; the legislative department especially can no 

perform its appropriate functions. This fatal spoils 
principle, of which I have already said so much, has at last de- 
veloped itself to pablic view, in its effects upon the proceedings 
and the character of this House, in a most striking manner. 
We have lately been warned by the official organ that this 
body is in danger of becoming se degraded that ere long it may 
cease to be res asa co-ordinate branch of the Govern- 
quent. Sir, this is a melancholy fact, and no man who has 
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been a witness to our proceedings can deny or gainsay it. 
Alas! sir, it is but tootrue. As to any effective purposes, such 
as were designed by the Constliution, this body has failed, 
signally failed, during the present session. Have we not 
become the laugh, the scorn, the by-word, not only of men of 
sense, whether at home or abroad, but of the great body of the 
people? I have within the lust few years addressed many 
and Rumerous assemblies of the people, under circuinstances 
of great excitement—assemblies untrained, altogether un- 
taught, in the conventional forms and ceremonies of legisla- 
tive bodies—assemblies often convenedin the open air—before 
whom the heated and excited leaders and partisans on both 
sides appeared and debated all the agitating topica of the day; 
but in no instance—in no such assembly—have! witnessed so 
little self reepect, so reckless a disregard of the decencies and 
proprieties due upon such occasions to the great interests of 
the Constitution—to the character and preservation of our com- 
mon country—as I have witnessed from day to day in this House 


during the present session. Isay this, irrespective of parties, į 


Is there any gentleman within my hearing who thinks I do in- 
justice to our proceedings? We have; so far, failed altogether ! 
As a legislative body, we have become, for the time, imprac- 


ticable, inefficient—absolutely paralyzed, palsied in the dis- | 
‘The : 


charge of our duties—our great constitutional duties! 
Treasury, we have been repeatedly told, is exhausted. The 
Government if not actually bankrupt, is upon the eve of bank- 
Tuptcy. But the wailing cry of an exhausted Treasury—the ho. 
nor of the Government—has not been sufficient to arrest or di- 
vert the attention of the House from a class of questions more 
deeply rooted in favor and interest. The interest of party; the 
spoils interest; the spoils principle, reign triumphant here! and 
not only here, but in almost every part of the Union besides. It 
is come to this, that we cannot organize the House, we cannot 
electa Clerk or a Printer, but in strict reference to party ascen- 
dency, and the possession of the spoils; nor is any other ques- 
tion or matter regarded as of the slightest weight or considera- 
tion, when coming in conflict with these superior and para- 
mount interesta! The breaking up of the House in riot and dis- 
order—disorganizatien itself, imposes no restraint in a conflict 
for the spoils. You need not flatter yourself, sir, that the high 
station which yon fill, and to which I was considered an aspi- 
rant, wasthe chief cause of such intense excitement and agita- 
tian. No, no, sir! that would have been more honorable to the 
character of our proceedings. You, sir, have no patronage. It 
was a contest for the contro: and distribution of the patronage 
connected with the offices of the Clerk and Printer to the House! 
It was aquestion who should have the distribution of the hun- 
dred thousand dollars to be expended in supplying stationery, 
and doing the printing of the House! For such an object, the 
whol country was thrown into alarm, and all established modes 
of proceeding set aside and disregarded! I mean notthis as a 
rebuke, nor as a censure upon one party only. I consider the 
remarkasapplicableto the subject. I have never spoken of 
this detestable spoils doctrine as tainting one party only; though 


I trust I am justified by the fact, when I state that it is more ti 


particularly the doctrine of one party thanof the other. But I 
call upon my Whig friends from those States in which this doc- 


trine prevails to any extent, to reflect upon recent events. I | 


conjure them—linvoke their patriotism upon this subject, in 


putting down this dangerous and patal policy. I ask them if | 


they have not already had sufficient warning of the inevitable 
results.to which this principle must lead? ‘Three years ago I 
predicted that riot, violence, and bloodshed mustsoon attend our 
elections in thase sections in which the public offices are made 
the chief incentives to political agitation. 
then that, in lessthan two years from that time, so signal and 
memorable an illustration of nearly all I had foretold would 


be furnished, as the scenes at the opening of the Legislature. 


at Harrisburg exhibited. Nor still less did it enter into my 
imagination that we were, at so early a period in the progress 
of this infamous spoils system, to witness in the official journal 
of the Executive Administration of the Federal Government, 
(the Globe, a direct and unequivocal approval of such irregular, 
violent, and disorganizing proceedings, and an indirect appeal to 
the partisans of the Administration to resort to the same means 
to secure the triumph of their friends in the organization of this 
House? Will not these examples suffice to convince any real 
friend of the Constitution and of the public tranquillity that the 
spoils principle is incompatible with the maintenance of either? 
When I speak of the drama enacted at Harrisburg, I have no al- 
lusion to the details, nor do I wish to cast censure upon one party 
morethan another. [look to the origia—the foundation of the 
proceeding. I trace it tothe spoils principle. Ilook to the prin- 
ciples and objects avowed by the principal actors in it. Under 
the operation of the spoils principle, elections will be carried 
either by fraud or force, by hope or fear, by bribery er personal 
violence, by club law, or, in the last resort, by the sword! To- 
tal disorganization of all constitutional government must one 
day follow. The purpose of the rioters—their object at Harris- 
burg—waa openly avowed; it was, by intimidation, by force, and 
violence, if need be, to overawe and coerce the constitutional au- 
thorities in the organization of the legislative body. Thisis but 
the beginning of evil. When the fruits of this odious policy 
shall be ripened into maturity, we shall all be of one mind in 
regard to it. But what will be the condition of our country? 
Settled down into a silent, withering despotism, or existing only 
in eternal anarchy and frequent bloodshed. g , 

That 1 may not be thought unjust to any party, in reprobating 
the spoils asthe principal inducement and s imniant to the heat 
and violence of the times, in but teo many quarters, I wish to 
refer to a single authority, which I hope will be consider- 
ed satisfactory by the friends of the Administration in this 
House: 

“Elections are commonly looked upon as a mere game, on 
which depend the division of party spoils, the distribution of 


chartered privileges, and the allotment of pecuniary rewards. ! 


> * And the struggle, which should be one of pure reason, 
with no aim but the achievement of political truth, and the pro- 
motion of the greatest good of the greatest number, sinks into a 
mere brawl, in which passion, avarice, and profligacy are the 
prominent actors.” 

WT] gentlemen believe me when I tell them that I read from 
the “Democratic Review,” of as late a date as January, 18407 
This, then, is the approved sentiment of one of the most leading 
organsof the party in power. I want no stronger confirmation 
of all I have said on this subject, nor better proof of the neces- 
sity of legislative action. ; , : 

Mr. Speaker, I am fully aware of the odium I incur in cer- 

ain quarters by bringing forward and pressing this bill. I 
now full well the arduousness of the task Ihave assumed in 
ttempting to make it palatable to the taste of gentlemen wh 


Little did I imagine ; 
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make a livelihood of politica, and think there is no honesty in 
their calling. Lam sure, in truth, that I shall never succeed in 
doing that; but Ihave a higher hope of the result of my efforts, 
ameng the people and the honest statesmen, who, I believe, are 
to be found in every section of the Union. It is not atail sir- 
prising that Eehould be assailed with so much venom and ma- 
lignity by the leading supporters of the Administration. It is 
with them a question of life and death. There are many in 
their ranks of keen sagacity and deep observation. They are 
perfectly aware of the ground of that active support which 
as upheld their power solong. Take it away, and they are 
undone! 
_ That the leading advisers and supporters of the Administra- 
tion have always had a perfect knowledge of the sources of 
their power, was clear from the acute sensibility which they 
manifested upon the introduction of this bill three years ago. 
kt was then, as itis now, intended merely to give the force and 
effect of law to certain principles which had been held sound 
and orthodox by every leading Republican of the country in 
timespast. The official organ forthwith denounced it as a base 
libel upon the character and principles of the Administration. 
This was expected to be received as a positive denial that any 
such abuses as the bill proposed to remedy were, in fact, prac- 
tised by the Administration; and it had the desired effect with 
the faithful and credulous followers of power. But as the mea- 
sure was then altogether new, and few were prepared to give it 
their support, the author escaped further animadversion on that 
score—nor was there any further symptom of alarm ia the offi- 


-cial ranks. 


But when a gentleman of great ability and just weight of cha- 
racter, at a Inter period, thought proper to give the influence of 
his name and talents toa similar measure in another partof the 
Capitol, it appears to have been conjectured that the entire 
force of the Opposition was about to be brought out in favor of 
it; and the consequence was, that the whole Administration 
hive were thrown into commotion. Ruch a fluttering and buz- 
zing—such a preparation of stings and darts among all the 
members of the community, had not been known upon any simi- 
Jar occasion of alarm for years. It was evident that the wary 
and experienced saw imminent danger in the movement to the 
whole fraternity—they saw that the vital principle of their ag- 
sociation wasstruck at. 

You have heard, Mr. Speaker, that there are in the world such 
strange and unnatural beings as human var. pires—human beings 
who subsist upon human blood—extracting it stealthily from the 
‘warm and beating veins and arteries of sleeping victims! mon- 
sters, who, when driven from the society of the living, after 
drinking ef the fresh and running streams of life, take up their 
abode among the cemeteries of the dead, und glut their unnatu- 
ral and insatiate appetites by feeding upon the congealed foun- 
tains of extinct animation, thus converting into spoil the very 
principle of life itself! Ihave somewhere read astory of one of 
these strange beings, who was said to have made his appearance 
in Paris during the reign of Napoleon. It was remarked that, 
in whatever innocent and unsuspecting family he had the ad- 
dress to introduce himself and to become a frequent visiter, - 
some young and tender member of it gradually declined in ` 
strength and health, and finally died. At Jast, a young man, 
driven to desperation by the death of his mistress, and attri- 
buting his misfortune to some mys erious influence of the 
stranger who had been admitted as a visiter in her family, made 
an assault upon his person, and, being hard pressed by his su- 
perior and almost preternatural strength, drew from his pocket 
a small knife, aud gave him a slight wound in the side, when, lo! 
he sank lifeless on the ground; and upon examination, it was 
found that he was bleeding profusely, from seven different 
wounds, all of which appeared to have been just inflicted! But 
this was not the greatest mystery connected with the history of 
this unnatural being. It is stated that his body was ferreted 
away by some young physicians the following night, who, by 
some means, never disclosed, staunched his wounds, and re- 
stored animation; and, to the amazement of afl who had known 
him, in about a month he reappeared upon his accustomed 
walks. The officers of the police, however, thought hima fit 
subject for legal examination and punishment. He was closely 
watched in all his movements, and at last apprehended; but 
the chief of the police, in order to satisfy his own and the Em. 
peror’s curiosity in regard to the strange stories in circulation 
as tothe mysterious life, death, and reappearance ofthe pri- 
soner,resolved to make an experiment upon him in the presence 
of the most learned and experienced surgeonsin Paris. For this 
purpose he was first securely bound with cords. During this 
process his eyes were wild and restless, but he was otherwise 
composed, until he saw the chief of police approach with a 
smailand well known surgical instrument. He comprehended, 
ata glance, the nature and certain effect of the experiment 
about to be tried upon him. He raved, he raged, he swore, he 
threatened vengeance; his whole system was convulsed with 
passion; butit would not do—his preternatural strength was no 
longer of any avail. The lancet was applied; his skin, swollen 
with spoil ofhuman blood, was successfully punctured; his 
wounds were all opened, and bled afresh; nor could all the skill 
and experience of the attending surgeons save his life. He ex- 
pired, nor did he ever revive ! , 

Not unlike were the writhings and agonies of that overgrown 
vampire party, which at this moment subsisis upon and revels 
in the very life-blood of their country’s prosperity and bappi- 
ness, when surgeon Crittenden proposed to make the experi- 
ment of punctuijng their ewellen and bloated carcass; and such, 
too, will be theif miserablg’ exit, whenever the constituted au- 
thorities shall be wise enoygh to sanction the operation neces- 
gary to reach the deep-se: vitals of their reeking spoils sys- 
tem. Then, die they myst—never to hope again ! 


SPEĘCH OF MR. SMITH. 
:  jOF INDIANA, 
] 15, }40—0On the bill to establish a Uniform 
si sed ey av da 3 cy, and the substitute proposed as an 


t. ee 
Mr ae said: J am not, Mr. President, a volunteer in this 


, id not defign speaking to-day. As one of the ma- 
oan e aam that reported the bill, I had 
1 T 


it high] obable that I shanld, at some period of the 
discesion rae. the reasons that had brought my mind to the 
conclusion at the bill reported by the majority of the com- 
mittee was entitled to a preference over the substitute proposed. 


i Mr. Watu;] but I did not design doing eo at 
hiaat late: However, as other Senatore havefde. 
clined to address the Senate to-day, and as the sessionis draw- 


ang tog close, and it is impogant that the bill ehould, if atfalh 
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de snt to the House at an early day, I feel impelled by conside- 
rations which I am not at liberty to disregard, to present at this 
time to the Senate my views on this important subject. I can- 
not flatter myself that T shall be able to cast much new light 
upon it, afer the very able speeches of the Senators who huve 
preceded me. Thope, however, to beable to draw at least 
some outlines Over the canvass for more skilful hands to fill up 
and embellish. 

I willingly confess, sir, that the subject of bankruptcy, not- 
withstanding its importance, had received but Jittle attention 
from me until very recently. Like other students of the taw, I 
had read something in relation to it—had gianced my eye over 
the British statutes on the subject; but I had made no special 
examination of it, with its relations and regulation by the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and its exclusion from the juris- 
diction and powers ofthe individual States. My position re- 
cently as a member ofthe Judiciary Committee, charged with 
the subject by thedirection of the Senate, has made it my duty 
to become better acquainted with it than I had been; still 1 
cannot but presume that each member of the Senate has turned 
hig attention to the matter, in all probability to better advantage 
than I have, Mr. President. 

Thore have been noquestions submitted to, or discuss-d in, 
the Senate this session more important in all their bearings 
than those presented by the bill and proposed substitute. The 
questions of the exercise of Federal and State powers involved 
are of momentous importance and fearful magnitude. It will 
be my object tu meet those questions fairly, and to examine 
them candidly. I concur entirely, sir, with the chairman of the 
committee in the ‘statement that the subject under discussion 
should not be mixed up with party politics. As all parties are 
interested alike in the passage of sume bill, we should steer 
clear of those rocks that lie in the road of a partisan discussion, 
and upon which we may wreck the fondest hopes of those whom 
‘we all desire to relieve. 

Coeval with the existence of civil contracts and of the rela- 
tion of creditor and debtor were remedies devised by the sove- 
reign power in every country to enforce contracts and compel 
debtors to comply with their undertakings, as far as was within 
their power. Consequent ujon the grant of the remedy tothe 
creditor against the person and property of the debtor, arose the 
necessity of providing relief to him after he had done every 
thing in his power to discharge his debts; hence insolvent and 
bankrupt laws; the germ of the latter of which we find to have 
been early implanted in Venice, afterwards engrafted into the 
civil or Roman law, under the appellation of the cessio bono- 
rum, which only released the debtor and discharged the debt 
pro lanto; and from thence we find the principle following in 
the tread of civilization, and connecting itself with the remedial 
laws of Great Britain. The bankrupt policy of Great Britain 
is no part of the common law; 1t is the creature of the British 
statutes, the first of which was passed in the reign of Henry 
VEI, and applied generaliy to all who “did make bankrupt.” 
The provisions of that act were somewhat extended and direcied 
to traders in their operation by the act of Kiizabeth, which in 
its tura Was amended by the acts of George on the same sub- 
ject. Ido not think it necessary, sir, to go at large into the pro- 
visions of these British statutes. I refer to them as the origin 
of the exercise of the power by the British Government over 
the subject of bankruptcy, or bankus ruptus. The objects of 
the bankrupt laws of Great Britain have varied from time to 
time; and although, as has been stated by the chairman of the 
committee, (Mr. WALL) the avowed object has been, in all 
the statutes passed since the statute of Henry VII, te con- 
fine the operation of the acts to the relation of creditor and 
debtor, where the debtor was a trader, still Parliament as- 
sumed andexercised the power of declaring any person a tra- 
der; and by that means all debtors, at the discretion of the law- 
making power, were brought within the operation of the 
bankrupt laws of Great Biitaip; so that I take it us being an 
incontrovertible position that even in England it was not origi- 
nally essential to ihe question of jurisciciion ever the subject 
of bankruptcy that he shoul: be a trader, nor is it so under the 
statutes of Eiizabeth or George, as it is legislative mockery to 
say that, by enacting that a “scavenger” is a trader, you can 
by that means make him so; hence I take it as a settled question 
that the power of Parliament is plenary to bring within the 
provisions of the bankrupt laws of Great Britain all the debtors 
of the kingdom who may become broken, bankrupt, or insol- 
vent, and unable to pay their debts. I iutroduce this argu- 
ment, sir, because it is contended by the chairman of the com- 
mittee that eve. here we are confined by the operations of the 
Constitution of the Uni:ed States to the passage of a bankrupt 
Jaw operating on traders alone, and because he cuntends that 
bankrupt, as named in the Constitution, ex vi termini, means 
an insolvent debtor, who is a trader in the technical sense of 
that term, both of which positions I controvert. At the time 
of the adoption of the Federal Constitution, the object and gen- 
eral operation of the statates on the subject of bankruptcy were 
undoubtedly familiar to the members of the convention. It 
must have been known that the subjects of bankruptcy in that 
Government were created by statute, and not confined to any 
specified class of indiviluals; nor could it have escaped 
.the minds of those great and wise mer that the power by any 
Government of discharging a debtor from his contract was a 
high political power, which should not be placed in the posses- 
sion of any but the supreme power of the nation, where its 
principles could be rendered certain and its operations uniform. 

The Goverumentof the United States was about to be placed 
on the bases of the Constitution. The Federal and State Go. 
vernments were to occupy such grounds as wou'd enable each 
toact independently within its sphere of constitutional powers; 
and, in the adoption of the Federal Constitution, the States re- 
tained all the powers they previously possessed, which were not 
given up by the Constitution to the Federal Governinent by ex- 
press terms, or which were not necessary to carry into effect the 
express delegations of power. la many cases, concurrent pow 
ers were retained by the States, as in the taxing power. The 
rule, I believa, on that subject, is this: that a grant of power to 
the Federal Government dves not exclude the States from the 
exercise of similar powers, unless such exercise by the States 
is inconsistent with the Pren granted, or unless the exercise 
of such powers by the Siates is expressly prohibited by the 
Federal Constitution, i g 

Having stated these positions, I will call the attention of the 
Benate to those parts of the Constitution of the United States 
upon which isbased the power over the subject of bankruptcy, 
and show that the power to discharge a debtor from his contract 
is granted to the Federal Government, and prohibited to the 
Bates, while the latter, in the absence of any prohibitory clause, 
are authorized to act upon the subject of insolvency so far as to 
pelonse the body, but not to discharge the contract, ‘Congress 


shall have power to establish uniform laws on the subject of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States.” Here, sir, is the 


“express delegation of power, ample, plenary, and unrestricted, 


except that the laws passed shall be “uniform throughout the 
United States.” We have heard already, in the debate that has 
taken place, much said in relation to the meaning of the term 
uniform in this clause. It seems to me to admitot but one cen- 
struction; and that is, that all laws on the subject of bankruptcy 
shall be uniform in all the States, over all the subjects embraced 
within their provisions; that there shall be no laws passed by 
Congress on the subject of bankruptcy, to operate differently on 
the citizens of the different States. ‘This was one of the evils to 
be apprehended from the action of the several States over the 
subject, a wantof that uniformity which Congress alone could 
secure. It may be contended that the word uniform was de- 
signed to make it obligatory on Congress to include all persons 
1n the provisions of laws passed on the subject, who may be in- 
solvent. I think this construction not the true one, although I 
admit and contend for the power to include all insolvent per- 
sons. Still Ido not believe that the term uniform requires more 
than that the jaws should act uniformly on all persons embraced 
within their provisions in all the States; any other construction 
would defeat the objects of a bankrupt law, as persons failing 
for a few dollars are excluced, as are those who have lost at 
gaming a certain sum within a given time, as well as those who 
shall bave preferred creditors, in anticipation of availing them- 
selves of the benefit of the act. Hence, in the very nature of 
the proceedings, under a bankrupt law, there must be excep- 
tions; and, consequently, the Jaw would want uniformity, 
and violate the Constitution. Such cannot be the tine con- 
struction. 

Mr. President, I trust I have said enough upon this point to 
make myself understood. I will now pass to the clause in the 
Constitution which prohibits the States from passing a bank- 
ruptlaw. “NoState shall pass any law impairing the obliga- 
tion of contracts.” Here you see, sir, the power over the sub- 
ject of bankruptcy—which is a power over the contract—is ex- 
pressly prohibited to the States. In the absence of such prohi- 
bition, the States, by virtue of their sovereignty, could have ex- 
ercised that power, as does the Parliament of Great Britain. 
The States, however, not having surrendered the’ power over 
insolvency so far as regards the remedy and the discharge of the 
person, are authorized to exercise it within their constitutional 
limits, subject to some limitations, which I deein it important 
to advert to before J paas from this branch of the subject. 1 de- 
sire, sir, to be explicit on this part of the argument, and I feel 
confident that it will neither be time lost nor misapplied, to 
claim the attention of the Senate to some judicial opinions on 
the subject. Lhope I shall not be charged with having too 
much reverence for, or too high an opinion of, the judicial de- 
cisions of my own State, when I say to the Senate that, in my 
examination of the authorities on this subject, I have been able 
to find no decision more full, ample, clear, and conclusive, than 
the decision of the Supreme Court of my State, pronounced by 
Judge Stevens, in the case of Pugh va. Bussel, 2 Blackford’s 
Reports. After collating the authorities, the court says: 

“It is now a settled doctrine in all courts, that the discharge 
of an insolvent debtor from arrest and imprisonment only is 
not an infringement of the obligation of the contract. The im- 
prisonment of the person of the debtor is no part of the law of 
the contract—is simply a means of coercion; hence, those laws 
that only release the body of the insolvent from arrest and im- 
prisonment are constitutional and valid. And it is equally well 
settled that a discharge of the insolvent, after acquired property, 
is an infringement of the obligation of the contract, and those 
State laws which release not only the body of the insolvent, but 
also his after acquired property, are laws impairing the obli- 
gation of contracts, and are unconstitutional and void.” 

I read this part of the decision to sustain my position that the 
States have no power to discharge the contract, and release the 
debtor from its ebligation. -I will now proceed to show the to- 
tal inefficiency of Siate insolvent laws as substitutes for a nni- 
form bankrupt Jaw, and why it is that all persons who admit 
the necessity and humanity of insolvent State laws should ad- 
vocate a voluntary bankrupt law, operating over the same class 
of unfortunate debtors. In the first place, the want of uniformi- 
ty presents an insuperable objection to those laws, which does 
not maintain against a bankrupt law; as, in the one case, the 
State insolventlaws will unavoidably be as multiform and va- 
riant as the opinions of the Legislatures that enact them; while 
the bankrupt law will operate uniformly over all citizens com- 
ing within its provisions, of all the States, 

Another insurmountable difficulty in the operation of State 
insolvent Jaws consists in the inadequacy of the power that 
creates them, in consequence of its lo¢al jurisdiction. To be 
more explicii, the lea loci governsthe contract, and not the ler 
fori; the law of the place where the contract was made, and 
not the law of the forum in which the remedy is sought 
Hence, the power of the Legislature of a particular State can 
only be extended over the citizens of the State upon contracts 
made within the State, to be executed there, unless foreigners, 
that is, citizens of other States, voluntarily . make themselves 
parties to the proceedings in the State courts where the remedy 
is sought. Tobe more explicit stili—for I desire to be under- 
stood by all who shall hear or read my remarks—e citizen of 
Indiana contracts a debt with a citizen of Pennsylvania, suit is 
brought in the State of Indiana, and the debtor taxes the benefit 
of the insolvent laws of that State, which discharge the body, 
but leave the afier acquired property subject to the payment of 
the debt; the defendant afterwards visits New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, or any other State, and is sued on the judgment; 1n such 
case, he could not plead the discharge under the insolvent laws 
of Indiana to release his person, nor could he, even upon a dis- 
charge from the second suit, avail himself ef it in a third suit, 
in another State, upon the record, unless the creditor had 
thought properto make himself a party to the proceedings un- 
der the insolvent acts. Upon this point, I will read a portion 
of the decision to which I havealluded. The court, after pre- 
senting the authorities upon the subject, sums up: 

“These cases establish the doctrine beyond a controversy, that 
adischarge by a State law operates only on contracts made in 
the State between its own citizens, which are to be executed 
there, and that such laws have no operation out of the State 
over contracts not made and to be carried into effect within the 
State, nor over citizens of other States, unless they voluntarily 
make themselves parties to the proceedings which lead to a dis- 
charge in the State courts.” 

It must be obvious, then, that the power of the States over 
the question of insolvency is wholly defective and inefficient to 
meet the object of relief,even in the passage of insolvent Jaws, 
independent of their want of power to give uniformity to their 
action on the subject. This power is ampie and plenary in the 


Federal Government. She has, by virtue of the clauses of the 
Constitution which I have read, full power over the entire sub- 
ject of bankruptcy, provided she makes her laws uniform. Has 
she power to make them uniform? Ihave shown that the States 
havenot. Taster, she has; none of the obstacles lie in her 
way that do in that of the States. The citizens of al! the States 
are equally citizens of the United States. Contracts made in any 
of the Statesare equally contracts made in the United States, 
Poth the citizens and the contracts are subject to the same juris- 
diction. The lex loci cannot be in conflict with the lex fort, for 
both are subject to the same power. So far asthe grant of pow- 
ers is contained in the Constitution, and for all the purposes of 
carrying them into effect, the power is as ample as if there 
were no State Governments, Hence, a discharge in one State 
is a discharge in every State, and may be so pleaded. I intro- 
duce this argument, and am more explicit upon it than I other- 
wise would te, were it not that I am aware that it may be sald 
by citizens of my own State that our insolvent laws are ample 
for all the purposes of relief of the body from imprisonment. 


I come now, sir, to the main question in relation te the policy 
and object of a bankrupt law. Ihave shownthat the State in- 
solvent lawsare wholly inefficient, even as such, to discharge 
the person in all cases; that in no instance can they discharge 
the contract, that power being by the Constitution vested in 
Congress alone. Iadmit, sir, that the exercise of this power is 
one of the highest efforts of sovereignty or supremacy that can 
be exercised by thesupreme power in any country, and that it 
should never be called into action except where the object to be 
attained is of acharacter to justify the measure. What, then, 
are the objects in passing a bankrupt law at this time? Ian- 
swer, objects the most noble and humane that the mind can con- 
ceive of—nothing short of liberating from a condition that fills 
the heart of the philanthropist with sympathy, a large and re- 
spectable but unfortunate class of our fellow-citizens, who have 
been stricken down by the vicissitudes of fortune and the ca. 
sualtles of business, and who now lie prostrate before 
us, with many an eye to pity, but no hand to save; 
a class of men whose energies are paralyzed, and whose useful- 
ness as citizens is destroyed. The object ofa bankrupt law is to 
bring this class of citizens once more to act their part in the 
great drama of human affairs; tc elevate them fiom the charac- 
ter of bondmen to that of iree and independent citizens; to restore 
them to society; tocall into activity and usefulness all the 
energies of their character; to strike off the fetters and set the 
bondmen free. After a debtor is driven to the wall, afer the 
whole of his means are exhausted in the payment of his debte, 
what benefit can result to any one te keep a debt hanging over 
him? None that can be conceived of. You by that neans 
either drive him to dissipation, indolence, and vice, and leave 
his unprotected family to the mercy of a cold unfeeling world, 
without the means of support, or, if the energy of his character 
should prove too elastic te remain subdued, you compel him to 
seek, under covet of the name of some more fortunate and less 
honest individual, a shield for his subsequently acquited means. 
While trials of the right of property follow each step of his suc: 
cess in acquiring it, a plentiful number of oaths are sowed and 
a heavy harvest of perjuries reaped in the process. The debtor 
has little inducement to renovated exertions, and the creditor is 
not, cannot be benefited, by keeping the victim pinioned and 
the fatal scales suspended. 


. I am not unapprized of the argument that has been used 
against the exercise of thie power, for I confess it made some 
impression on my. mind; it is, thatit may encourage unwarrant- 
able risks in business, and thereby change the character of our 
business men into that of commercial gamblers, throwing every 
thing upon the cast of the die, with a certainty of relief should 
the throw prove unfortunate. To this it may be answered, with 
reference to the bill before the Senate, that, as there has not been 
any bankrupt law in exietence for forty years, the cazes that 
now exist, and which will come within the provisions of the law, 
could not have been induced with reference to any relief that 
may now be afforded, and as the bill is limited to a short period 
(two years, which may possibly be extended to five) the opera- 
tion of its provisions will be confined principally to the cases 
which have occurred, or to persons so circumstanced at this 
time, that ultimate relief will be sought under this bill; hence, 
so far as this measure is concerned, there is ne danger to be ap- 
prehended from that source; and, indeed, it may be well gee 
tioned whether the objection is not more specious than solid. I 
hold it to be a universaily established principle of human nature 
with very few exceptions, that men strive to maintain a fair an 
respectable atanding among their fellow-men; the inducement to 
virtuous and honest action is so strong, and the penalty affixed 
by the universal consent.of civilized man to vicious and disho- 
nest conduct is so heavy, that few men are to be found who 
would not greatly prefer the certainty of a fair standing for 
honesty and integrity, to the risk of forfeiting all by imprudence, 
extra overaction, and-fraud. The condition of a bankrupt is 
Not, cannot be sought for; it is the death of the business man in 
one sense, and like the-deathof the natural man. Tew there are 
who would desire to hasten the time, in anticipation of the joys 
of the resurrection. . 


Mr. President, a8 a member of the Judiciary Committee, to 
which thissubject was referred, and as one of the majority ofthat 
committee who reported this bill, 1 fee] myself called upon tono- 
tice the opening remarks of the chairman of the committee 
(Mr. WaLL.) I am satisfied the Senator could not have inie! 
any thing personal or unkind towards the majority of the com- 
mittee who differed from him and the Senator from North Ca- 
rolina, the minority, on the question submitted to them. The 
chairman, however, had thought proper to state to the benate 
that the majority of the committee had produced the bill before 
the Senate from the secret recesses of the committee room. 


[Here Mr. Wax rose ani said he thought he had explained 
that matter; he intended to make no charge against the majo- 
rity of the committee; what he intended to say was, that there 
was no warrant in the Constitution or the papersreferred to the 
committee, for sucha bill as that reported by the majority.] 


So I desire to understand the Senator, for I would be slow to 
believe that any thing unkind or uncourteous could fail from 
any one member of the Judiciary Committee towards another, 
such has been the uniform, kind, courteous, and frank in- 
tercourse of all the members of that committee in their indivi- 
dual and official relations. But, sit, the explanation of the Re- 
nator leaves me precisely where I was when he thought proper 
tosuspend my remarke. The statement is, that the majority of 
the committee, in reporting the bill before the Senate, 
without warrant either in the Constitution or the pencions and 
memorials referred to the committee, J not only controvest 
thie position of. the chairman, but make precisely the semg 
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statement in relation to the substitute reported by him, and now 
offered as an amendment to the bill before the Senate. 
Twill proceed to offer to the Senate some remarks on these 
ition; and, in doing so, it will be my object te meet the ob- 
tions of the Senator to the bill reported by the majority of 
the committee, in a spirit of candor becoming my position as 
well as the importance of the subject under discussion. For, 
sir, L amure the Benate that a momentary triuurph would but 


peny compensate me forthe passage of a bill violating the . 


nstitution of the United States, or in opposition to the 

wishes of the people. 

What are we to understand by the objection that the bill re- 

je withont warrant io the Constitution? The Sena- 
ter has toklus what he understands by the statement. He 
contends that the bill is unconstitutional because it does not 
give a remedy to the creditoras well as reliefto the Cebtor; 
or, in other words, because it provides for voluntary, and 
does not include involuntary or compulsory, bankruptcy. To 
this position I answer, that, by the Constitution of the United 
fates, the whole subject of bankruptcy, in all its bearings, ob- 
jects, and relations, is committed to Congres, without any re- 
mtiction whatever as to the exercise of the power, except that of 
requiring uniformity in the laws. Ihave already shown what 
weare to understand by the term uniform as used:in that 
clause of the Constitution. 1 have shown that it only requires 
Jaws passed by Congrees on the subject to operate with unifor- 
mity over the subjects embraced within their provisions in all 
the States. I have also, I trust, succeeded in maintaining that 
the term uniform has no application to either the number or 
character of the persons included in the provisions of the law, 
but merely that the action of the law shall be uniform over 
thoee that the legislative power may, in its discretion, include 
in its provisions; hence the power to include merely debtors, 
giving to the creditor all the rights he could enjoy under the 
i had they been introduced by himself. The whole 
ebtor or Ineolvent class may be included, or only a part, at the 
discretion of Congress, without at all affecting the uniformity of 
the law, or the law may be extended so as to include a remedy 
to the creditor to institute the proceedings, or what is termed in- 
voluntary or compulsory baekruptcy; and ifthe law was uni- 
form 1a ita operation in all the States ever all the persons and 
objecte incladed within its previsions, it would be equally con- 
aitutionul. Hence I hold, sir, thet it is a question of Congres- 
mowal discretion, and not ofconsti‘uttonal power, that is raised 
by the first objection of the Senator. 

The next ground of objection urged against the bill by the 
chairman ie, that it is unconstitutional, because its provisions 
are extended to all insolvent debtors, whether they be traiers or 
aot. In order to sustain this position, we have been pointed to 
the meaning ofthe term bankrupt. We have been told that the 
term ex vi termini refera and applies exclusively to insolvent 
traders, and that it cannot be extended beyond that class; still, 
in the next breath, the Senator is compelled to admit that, in 

Parliament has the power, and continually exercises 
it, of declaring any person a trader in its discretion, and by that 
means bringing such person within the provisions ef her bank- 
rapt laws. It is not pretended here but what Congress has as 
fall and le powers over the whole subject of bankruptcy as 
has the Parliament of Great Britain, nor will I presume such a 

e setup. Then, sir, if Congress were even confined to 
the ephere of action over this subject that the British Parliament 
it would be only toamend the first aection of the 
Dill by inserting, all insolvent debtors who shall owe the sum of 
one hundred dollars, or any other given sum, shall be considered 
traders, andentitled to the benefit of the law. What a solemn 
mockery would this present. Can the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States be thus amended? Are we to be driven to a subter- 
fage like this, to bring our laws within the provisiong of the 
Constitution? The Senator says our powers are limited. Where 
does he find that ‘imitation? Where is the limitation of the 
power of the Parliament of Great Britain over the same sub- 
ject? ‘The Benater would answer, it ie linrited to traders. Yro- 
ply, ail may be declared traders at the discretion of Parliament, 
and then I ask the Senator, where is the limitation? I answer 
my own question, by saying it is in the discretion of Parliament 
in England, and in the discretion of Congress here. Tie limita- 
tion ié not in the constitutional power, but in the legislative 
discretion in the exercise of that power, by the term uniform. 
Fence I trust the Senate will be satisfied that the constitutional 
a eI the bill on that ground cannot be maintained. 

r. President, I cannot justify myself before my State in pass- 
ing from this branch of the subject without saying a few words, 
in addition, in relation to the exercise of this power. Sir, Tam 
unwilling to believe that it ever entered into the minds of the 
sages and patriots who passed through the Revolutionary. 
struggle and achieved our independence, that a Government 
was to be established for this people creating a privileged class 
of citizens, who, in their natural capacity, were to receive 
benefits, and to whom shonid be extended measures of relief not 
common to the rest of their fellow-citizens; nor can I believe 
that, in the formation of the Federal Constitution, and in the 
insertion of the power over the subject of bankruptcy in that 
instrument,the members of the Convention could have supposed 
that it would ever be seriously contended that they bail selected 
aclass of ourcitizens, and prepared for them a relief from the 
obligations of their contracts which was denied to other citizens. 
Our Government is based on the broad principles of equality— 
both penal and remedial: laws are placed by the Constitution 
onthat basis. It was forthe establishment of that principle 
that we encountered the pdwer of Great Britain in our infancy, 
and it would be presuming too much to say that the framers of 
the Constitution, in its adoption, surrendered that vital princi- 
ple ofour Government. E is a presumption not to be indulzed 
in, unless we are driven to itby proof too sirong to be contro- 
verted, Which is not the case in the present instance. But 
why, sir, let me ask, in a'l seriousness, snonld the benefits of 
the relief afforded to insolvent debtors by the operationsof a 
bankrupt law be confined to traders, in exclusion of the other 
classes of our citizens whose misfortunes oblige them to take 
shelter under its provisions? Sir, I can eee no grounds forsuch 
adistinction. Why should traders be the preferred class? Are 
they more meritorious than the manufacturer, the mechanic, 
the farmer, the professional man, and other classses? Will this 
be pretende!? Are they more devoted to the interest and in- 
stitutions of their country than those classes? Are their feel. 
ines nrider misfortunes more intense, or their famities more 
deax to them, than are those of other classes? Are they more 
weful members of society? Is the Government under any 
greater obligations to that class than to every other classof our 
tiikens? . Can there be a single reason given why that class 
shall be discharged from their contracts, and other classes left 
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subject to the obligation of theirs? Is it that thetrading elasses 
have greater risks to encounter? !{'so, have they not usually 
greater security for that risk? Tradera are business men: 
they scarcely take astep withoutcovering, to a greater or lesa 
extent, the risk by insurance; while the other classes usually 
rely on their own good fortune against losses from the various 
casualties that property is liable to. All classes of our citizens 
contract debts; all are Hable to be overtaken by adverse 
fortune; all may be placed in the condition of bankruptcy; 
and the relief afforded should be equally applicableto all. I 
can, for my life,see no good rea on why you will remove the 
etters of obligation from the trader, and not from the farmer. 
All the reasons which wouldinduce you to liberate the one 
and restore him to society upon terms of perfect equality 
with his fellow-citizens, apply with equal force to the other. 
Philanthropy, in selecting objects for her sympathy, could not 
overlook the misfortunes of the one, and drop the tear of pity 
onthe other. But, sir, I contend that the distinction would be 
unjust as well as unequal. Let me illustrate this position by 
statinga case that might occur. A farmer sells the produce of 
of his farmto the trader, takes his obligation for the payment 
of the price atagiven day; the farmer is indebted to the amount 
of the price, and relies upon the payment to enable him to dia- 
charge his debt; the trader is unfuttunate, and takes the benefit 
of the bankrupt law, and is discharged from the contract with- 
out having paid adollarof the amount. The farmer is denied 
the benefit of the bankrupt law, because he is not a trader, and 
is driven to the State insolvent laws for relief. His person is 
released, if the contract and jurisdiction are such as to justify 
a release upon the principles Ihave already stated in a former 
part of my argument. But his after acquired property would 
be liable to pay the original debt he owed, while he could 
never look to his debtor, the trader, fora centof the amount 
with which he expected to discharge his debt. The same idea 
might be illustrated in many ways; but I trust Iam inte!ligible 
and understood on this point. There might possibly, in Eng- 
land, have been some reasons for confining the operation of 
bankrupt laws to particular classes, buteven there we find Par- 
liament extending the provisions of their Jaws to most classes; 
and it is not risking too much to say that,in a few years more, 
even there, the force of enlightened justice and equally ba- 
lanced philanthropy will tear away the arbitrary line of cis- 
tinction in toto, and extend to all insolvent pergons, of ever 
class, the benefits of their bankrupt laws. 1 therefore contend, 
sir, that justice to every class of our fellow-citizens requires 
that weshould place them in our enactments on the broad 

latform of equality. I know no distinction among my fel- 
jow-citizens, and I cannot advocate a law that would grant re- 
lief to ona class, and deny a similar relief to another. Tam 
now, sir, speaking of a voluntary barkrupt law. 7 sh#ll come 
to the other branchof the subjectin examining the other charge 
of the chairman of the committee; that is, that the committee 
had no authority toreport the bill before the Senate, 

The constitutional power 1 have discussed. I will proceed 
to take some notice of the want of authority which was 
urged on another ground. Will it be pretended that a com- 
miltee of the Senate has not the power to act and report vpon 
any legitimate subject of legislation, whether it has been re- 
ferred to the committee specially by petition, memorial, or 
resolution, or not? The committees of the Senate derive 
their powers from the body creating them, and the Senate 
derives its powers from the Constitution, and can exercise 
them, independently of any petitions or resolutions coming 
from any quarter. I state this in relation to the naked pow- 
er, and not with reference to its exercise. 1 admit, sir, that 
it is always the safe course in legislation for Congress to act 
in obedience to the will of the people, and not to step in ad- 
vance of that will in hurried action. There are always eub- 
jects enough for the action of Congress which are legitrmate- 
ly knocking at the door of cach House, without making it 
necessary for us to go in search of them. And, sir, by this 
principle, I am entirely willing to test the warrant for the ac- 
tion-of thé majority of the committee In reporting the bill be- 
fore the Senate. “On this point Ehave been, in sonte meanare, 
anticipated by the Benator from Misleippl, (Mt: HENDER: 
son.} Still I shall call the attention ofthe Senate to the facts 
of the éase, so far as the action of the committee was impeled 
by the petitions which were referred to it. Like the chairman 
of the committee, I have looked into the petitions; and I now 
state to the Senate that there has not been a single petition 
referred to the committee praving for a more efficient reme- 
dy in behelf of creditors. Without exception, they all ask for 
the passage of a bankrupt law for the relief of debtors. They 
all ask for just such a measure as the majority of the com- 
mittee reported. There are one or two of them that speak 
of a law for the benefit of creditors as well as debtors, but 
not one of them asks for a compuleory bankrupt law, or for 
a Jaw confined exclusively to traders. The most of the peti- 
tions, near one hundred ın number, from different parts of the 
Union, speak the same language, and were evidently pre- 
pared in accordance with the views of the meeting of the citi- 
zens ef New York, held at the Merchants’ Exchange on the 
27th of February last, at which the Mayor of the city, Isaac 
L. Varian, presided. ‘These proceedings, with the circular 
of the corresponding committee, give us the grounds of the 
application for a bankrupt law. I would send them to the 
Clerk to be read, but I dislike to take up s2 much ofthe time 
of the Senate as the reading of the whole proceedings would 
occupy. I will, however, read from my place so much of the 
circular as is directly in point, as it speaks substantially the 
languag- of the whole of them, except one from Mississippi, 
which includes banke. The circular, after some preliminary 

marke, says: f 3 : 
re The enactment of a general bankrupt law by Congress is 
warmly advocated, not only by those who have suffered in con- 
sequence of the general derangement of all branches of busi- 
nesa throughout the country, and who find such a law necessa- 
ry for their own relief, but also by a large majority of cur most 
respectable merchants and heavy capitalists, who are fully con- 
vinced of its justice and utility; in fact, all classes of the com- 
munity are deeply interested in this measure, and look to it as 
the only means by which a large body of our most meritorious, 
intelligent, and enterprising fellow-citizens can be extricated 
from embarrasements which the keenest vigilance could not 
have foreseen, nor the striciest prudence have prevented. 
There are many in every section of the country who possess 
the highest qualifications for business, and who are industrious 
and frugal in their habits, and have the strongest desire to ex- 
ért themselves in useful and honorable pursuits, but who are 
depressed, and whose families are made to suffer from the ex. 
intence of debts which it is absolutely impossible for them ever 


to pay, and from wiich State laws or State institutions can 
never release them, 

“A bankruptlaw for the relief of this portion of our fellow- 
citizens is most imperatively demanved by every consideration 
of justice, propriety, and humar ity, and would operate greatly 
to the advantage of the country at large, by reviving its Lusi- 
ness and commercial enterprise, in bringing once more into ac- 
tive and successful operation the latent energy. ekili, and expe- 
rience of intelligent and industrious men, who have been pros- 
trated by misfortunes, and who look to this source» alone for 
aid. There is no reason or philosophy in a state of things. 
which irrevecably fastens upon men and their families the con- 
sequences of misfortunes that do not result from frauds or from 
criminal acts or intentions, and which the exercise of ordinary 
prudence and care would not have prevented; and we hold it te 
be most palpably unjust and absurd that the citizens of an en- 
lightened Republic should be subjected to imprisonment, or he 
confined within the limits of a single State, and remain liable 
to every dollar they ean earn to be taken from them, when they 
cannot be justly charged with crime, fraud, or dishenor.” 

Such, sir, is the larguage of the circular on which the pati- 
tions are founded. There is not a word or hintin one of them 
thata bankrupt law is called for to ail the creditor in the col- 
lection of his debts. All speak one Janguage, and that is, give 
relief to the debtor who is driven to the wall, who lies prostrate 
under his debts and the operation of the State laws. 

„If. then, the legitimate impetus to propel the committee in the 
discharge of its functions on this subject was either public opi- 
nion or the weight of petitions, can any cne hesilate for a mo- 
ment in saying that the majority of the committee reported the 
only bill they were justified in reporting, under the circum- 
stances, that is, a bill to provide for voluntary bankruptcy? But 
we are told by the chairman of the committee (Mr. WALL) that 
this bill leaves the debtor at liberty, while it ties the hands of the 
creditor, and, therefore it is uniust. unconstitutional, and not au- 
thorized by the petitions. Ifthe position assumed by the chair- 
man was really the fact of the case, there would certainly be 
much more fo: ce in the objection; but is it ro? The Senator would 
no doubt be correct, if there were neither State nor United 
States laws for the collection of debts, or if the bankrupt laws 
would repeal all other lawson that sub‘ect, n: ither of which, I 
presume, will be seriovsly cont nded for here. How, then, is 
the crediter tied hand and fSer, as the Senator contends? Has 
he not the benefit of the United States and of the State laws to 
coerce the payment of his claims against his debtor? Is there 
any wantof renfedies to either drive the debtor to the wall, or to 
take from him all his means? I: may be said that, in some 
States, laws have been passed abolishing imprisonment for debt; 
but let it be remembered that, in those States, the most efficient 
remedies are afforded to the creditor to enable him to make his 
claim out of the means of the debtor. In addition to all the 
common law remedies, there is the bill in chancery, that scruti- 
nizing remedy which aduresces the conscience of the debtor, 
and follows his property, effects, aad credits, into whosescever 
haads they may go for his use, tearing away in ite march what- 
ever badges of fraud may have been thrown around him, expos- 
‘ing the rights of the debtor to open day, and applying his effects 
to the benefit of the creditor. Does not the fact of the thousands 
of insolvent persons stripped of every means of suppert, who 
are lying prostrate, with all their energies paralyzed, attest in 
strong and conclusive terms the efficiency of the laws as they 
now exist, in extracting from debtors all their means for the be- 
nefit of their creditors? Were those laws defective in providing 
a remedy for the creditor, would not some petition ere this have 
reached the Senate. asking a more efficientremedy? Is it to be 
eupposed that creditors would fold their arms and silently eee an 
attempt made in Congress to give relief to the debtor class 
which would give that unfortunate class any advantage what- 
ever? 

Sir, I repeat, the creditor requires no additional remedy; eo 
far as heia concerned, no bankrupt !aw is needed; all his righta 

are aha secure asthe law stancs, and he cannot be injured 
by the provisions of a vatuntary bankrupt iaw, as he'can cótwe 
iri ühder it, and Feceiva his ‘just dividend of the aseeta or estate 
of the hankrupt: and, in one respect, he will be benefited by such 
a law, and that is, he will be secured against preferences, as no 
discharge can take place when a preference has been given to 
any one creditor by the debtor, in anticipation of taking the be- 
nefit of the law—a provision that should be incorporated in every 
State insolvent law. I trust I have shown that the majority of 
committee reported the enly bill called for by public opinion and 
the petitions referred t » them, and that the opinion of the chair- 
man, thatthe bill reported was not warranted by the Constitu- 
tion or the petitions, is not sustained by the facts of the case; at 
least, such is my opinion, 

L will now, Mr. President, proceed to sustain the statement I 
made, that the substitute reported by the Chairman, and now 
offered as an amendment to the bill before the Senate, is liable, 
in fact, to the prominent objections which have been urged 
against the bill. $ 

The first objection which 1 take to the substitute js, that it 
provides for compulsory bankruptcy, or in other words, puts 
that extraordinary remedy into the hands of the creditor, which 
1 have already attempted to show is neither required by the Con- 
stitution, calied for by the people, eusiained by public opinion, 
petitioned for by creditors, nor justified by the genius of our 
Government or the humanity of our citizens. HI isa remedy 
that would only be resorted to by a malicious and unrelenting 
creditor, whose object wag the disgrace and destreetion of his 
debtor, rather than the collection of his debts. k would also 
put it inthe power of such a ereditor to draw the ‘estate of his 
debtor into the Federal courts, and, through the process attend- 
ing his bankruptcy, to swallow up in costs a targe partof the 
estate. The proceedings in compulsory bankrupicy, and the 
powers granted to the creditor over the property and business 
of the debtor by euch a law, are onfy adapted, if atall, to a 
stateof society purely commercial. ánå can iever be extended 
tothe various classes of society. Eshould hesitate long before 
I could subject the citizena of my State to the operations efsuch 
alaw. To suffer the creditor (oseizo upon the whole effects of 
the debtor, without judgment, end place them in the hands cf 
trustees, arresting the power of the cebtor over his estate, is n 
remedy of the most arbitrary character that the human mind 
can conceive of, and before itis aitempted to be exercised ty 
any Legislature, it should at least be shown conclurively that 
snch a remedy wasealled for by the public; and even then it 
should be confined es much as possible in its applica-ion. Lee 
me assure yeu, Mr. President, it is a remedy not suited either to 
the habits, business, or feelings of the Western people; whe, 

‘though quite as solvent in the éndas the citizens of other States, 
are not accustomed to pay always at the very day, as do mer- 
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chants who deal with banks, where protest and disgrace follow 
either temporary suspension or inability to pay at the day. 
Therefore, as there was no peiition presented from any quarter 
asking the passage of a compulsory bankrupt law, I feel sus- 
tained in the position I assumed, that such a law is uncalled for. 
1 do not pretend that it would be unconstitutional, but Ido in- 
sist that it is inexpedient, gratuitous, and impolitic, to pass it, 
and that, by connecting it with a subject which is loudly called 
for by every consideration of public policy, private justice, and 
individual sufferings, we endanger the passage of a bill which I 
believe the most of us feel disposed to sustain. 

Mr. President, I must now ask the indulgence of the Senate, 
while I proceed to examine the main objection to be proposed 
substitute; I refer to the provision extending the compulsory 
bankrupt principle so as to include State corporations for bank- 
ing and other purposes. I candidly declare to you, iu the out- 
set, that I view that provision as asserting the most alarming 
and tremendous Federal powers which have ever been at- 
tempted to be exercised since the adoption of the Constitution; 
powers which, if legitimate, at once dissipate all our fondly 
cherished notions of State sovereignty aod the the sacredness of 
State institutions; powers which] shall attempt to show, if car- 
riedto their wlimatum, swallow up and engulf within their 
tremendous vortex every vestige of State rights, and change the 
entire nature of the Government. I confess, sir,I did not be- 
lievethat any person who had ever examined the structure of 
this Federal Government could be broughtto sustain the tre- 
mendous powers claimed in this instance. What are these 
powers? Nothing short of bringing the State banks, through the 
medium of a compulsory bankrupt law, within the control and 
jurisdiction of the Federal Government. The powers of cre- 
ating corporations 1s one of the highest attributes of sovereign- 
ty; there are many here who honestly deny to Congress that 
power, and yet, strange to tell, the power is assumed of con- 
trolling the action of and striking down the cerporations 
erected by the States within their undoubted constitutional 
powers. It is now too late to deny the power to the States 
of incorporating banks. It will not be assumed by any 
that Congress possesses the power of incorporating 
State banks at least, whatever may be the opinion in 
relation to the power to incorporate a United States Bank. 
The State banks, then, being the creatures of the 
States, and possessing a portion of their sovereignty, must, in 
the very nature of things, be subject alone to the control of the 
Governments that created them. The powers of the State and 
Federal Governments, I admit, are, in some instances, concur: 
rent; in those cases they may be carried out; hut I know of no 
conflicting powers. Such powers cannot exist; the one must 
control the other; the weaker would have to surrender to the 
more powerful; the particular State, being the weaker, would 
be compelled to surrender to the Federal, the stronger power. 
A power in the States to erect corporations, and a power in the 
Federal Geverament to puli them down, cannot exist at the 
same time. Such is not this Government, or the relations of 
the powers conferred by the Federal and State Constitutions. 

__ Bir, I was present during the discussion in this bedy of 
the bill prohibiting the United States Bank of Pennsylvania 

from reissuing the notes of the late Bank of the United 
States. I well recollect the ground upon which the power 
of this Goverrment over that subject was placed. I took no 
part in that discussion, as I always speak here with reluc- 
tance, unless I am called upon by my position and relation to 
the subject. But, sir,the argument is fresh is my mind; the 
advocates of that law piaced the subject on the ground that the 
United States Bank of Pennsylvania having received the consi- 
deration, and entered into a contract withthe Secretary of the 
Treasury to take up and cancel the outstanding notes of the late 
Bank of the United States, had assumed the character of a trus- 
tee to the Government, and, as such trustee, Congress had the 
power to enforee the execution of the trust by penal enact- 
ments. The exerciseof Federal powers to that extent was 
much questioned and denied by many. But there was no Se- 
nator who set up the pretence, now arguendo, that the federal 
power could at all control or touch that State institution in her 
character of a State bank; it was only by giving her the charac- 
ter of a trustee, and assuming the power over her in that cha- 
Tacter, that the power to control her action, so far as to prohibit 
her from the reissue, was claimed and exercised. I ask Sena- 
tors who took part in that discussion to reconcile the provi- 
sions of the substitute before the Senate, including within the 
provisions ofa compulsory bankrupt law, the State banks with 
their views at thattime of the constitutional powers of the Fede- 
ral Government. But, sir, how are Senators, who deny the 
power of the Federal Government to incorporate ‘a National 
Bank, to sustain the power to pull down and destroy those erect- 
ed by the States with ample powers to create them? I confess 
there issuch a conflict in opinion here that I am unwilling to 
believe that a single Senator, giving that construction to the Fe- 
deral Constitution, can be found maintaining the powers claim- 
ed in this substitute. 

Sir, the chairman of the commitiee seemed to be apprized of 
these constitutional objections to the substitute, and, by way of 
providing for a retreat from the position, he included in the bill 
a proviso that tho provisions of the bill should notapply to any 
corporation without the assent of the particular State; or, in 
other words, that the State in which any bank might be situa- 
ted should have the power to provide that the acis which the 
eubstitute declares to be acts of bankruptcy should not be so 
considered, leaving each Stale to say whether the provisions of 
the bill should or should not include her banks. Here isan at- 
tempt to get rid of a constitutional objection by indirection. The 
powers conferred on the Federal Government are constitutional 
and not conventional. They are derived from the Constitution 
iseli, and not from conventions with the States. The specified 
powers in the Constitution can neither be circumscribed nor 
enlarged by any convention with the States. Such a doctrine 
would be to authorize an amendment of the Constitution in a 
manner different from that pointed out in the instrument itself, 
and, instead of requiring two-thirds of the States to consent to 
the amendmen, the consent of one State would be sufficient so 
far as related to that State, while you would have a different 

« Conatitution for each State, and not a Constitution for the Uni- 

ted Btates. . 

Bat, sir, if such a convention could constitutionally be en- 
tered into, it would make the bill unconstitutiona)] on the 
ground of a want of uniformity, as the law would operate un- 
equally, and not uniformly. Somo of the States would ex- 
empt all their banks, some would exempt part, and others would 
exempt none, from the operations of this law. And you would 
have a law operating differently in the several States, which 
would be clearly violatory of the constitutional provision autho- 


; considered buyers and sellers, dealers in merchan 


rizing Congress to pass uniform laws on the subject of bank- 
ruptcy, the meaning of which I have already stated is, that 
the laws passed on the subject shall be uniform in every State 
over the subjects they embrace. Sir, the Federal Govern- 
ment either has or has not the power over the subject. If 
she has not the power, as I contend, no partial or total reserva- 
tion to a particular State can give it. If she has the constitu- 
tional power over these State institutions, it cannot be defeated 
or paralyzed by the dissent of the particular State. It is ample, 
if it exists. {fit does noi exist, it cannot be conferred except by 
and through the means pointed out in the Constitutien—an 
amendment conferring the power. 

Sir, it has been said that the substitute exercises the pow- 
er over these institutions, on the principle that they are tra- 
ders. Surely it will not be contended that they can be con- 
sidered actual traders. Technically speaking, they cannot be 
e. Is that 
character to be derived from the fact that they loan money, 
discount bills and notes, and deal in exchanges? The cha- 
racter of traders was never given to individuals or compa- 
nies thus engaged. If you can make a trader out of a State 
bank upon these facts, 
States, and even to the 


nited States. They also issue their 


notes, purchase specie, produce, and other articles, and aredeal- |‘ 
It will not be ` 


ers to as great extent as the State corporations. 
contended, then, that the banks are actual] traders. But it may 
be said that they are constructive traders, or, in other words, 
that Congress has the power ts declare who shal! be considered 
traders for the purposes of the biil. Ido not controvert that 
position in relation to persons within the constitutional powers 
of Congress; but it would be a monstrous stretch of power to 


| assume jurisdiction over the States or their institutions, by | 
: giving to them a quality or character which you give persons 


over which the Constitution gives you jurisdiction. If sucha 
doctrine could be maintained for a moment, your power would 
be without limitation, for it would be only necessary for you to 
declare the character and exercise the jurisdiction to any extent 
within your discretion. It is said thatit is the first step that 
costs. Soinrelation to these exercises of Federal powers. If 


: the Federal Government can take jurisdiction over the State 


banks by declaring them traders, and making one act an act of 
bankruptcy, she may, by the same exercise of power, declare 


; any other act one of bankruptcy, until she may paralyze and 


: destroy the institution entirely. 


, the Constitution presented no obstacle to the passage of such 


If she can step over the 
threshold of the rights of the States, she can march up to the 
citadel. The power necessary to enable her to make the first 
step catries her triumphantly over every obstacle that may be 
thrown in her way by the States, until the last appearance of 


ou may also extend the term to the | 


is usual to charge every bank with tue impropriety of suspend. 
ing specie payments, and the charge is made as if the bank alone 
was to blame, when the truth is, a suspension is almost univer- 
sally made to relieve and save the debtors of the institution. 
There is, in general, not a dollar of paper issued without the 
creation of an equal amount of debtsto the bank; hence, were a 
bank to force its debtors to discharge their dues in specie every 
ninety days, it could never be necessary to suspend payments. 
Sir, I repeat, ia all sincerity, that these who are tilting against 
the banks are running ut the shadow—the debiors of the 
institution are the substance they hit. The other classes of 
banks that might be affected are those which are exempt at this 
time; but how easy would it be for the Government to collect 
the paper of any obnoxious bank, make a run upon it, compel it 
either to suspend or ruin its debtors, and then seize upon its 
effects by the bankrupt law proposed by the substitute. And the 
mere knowledge that the Government had the power would be 
well {calculated to induce even those banks to curtail their 
discounts still further, in order to prepare for such a 
crisis. And here let me ask Senators whether they 
think it would be good policy to risk these conse- 
quences mereiy for the purpose cf grasping at a power 
which all admit to be doubtful, and which many be- 
lieve tobe uncenstitutional. The consequences will be too se- 
rious to the country, now overwhelmed with embarrassment and 
distress, to sport with sucha subject; and we know the States 
have full power over it, Let us leave it here. While Con. 


' . gress did nothing more than scold at the States and their insti- 


State institutions shall lie prostrate, and every vestige ofState |’ 


rights shall be swallowed up in the ingulfing vortex of Federal 
powers. : : 

Iwill now, Mr. President, ask the attention of the Senate to 
the expediency of the proposed measure, even admitting that 
a 
law. And here letme say, that I view this as another attempt 
to destroy the remaining paper currency of the country, to 
drive or force the people to an exclusive metallic currency, to 
cut down the last of the issues. The power of the Govern- 
ment tocreate a National Bank was denied, and that institu- 


| tion was not renewed. The States incorporated banks; the 


power to do so wag not questioned. But you now desire to de- 
stroy them also. Younow propose to declare certain acts that 
may be done or omitted by those State institutions acts of bank- 
ruptcy. And what then? You propose to authorize any cre- 
ditor to whom the bank may owe five hundred dollars, to seize, 
under the bankrupt law, upon the effectsand franchises of the 
bank to place the whole under the custody of the Federal pow- 
er, toarrestthe further action of the institution, and to wind 
up the concern. Sir,! what would be the effect of the exercise 
of this power? Let Senators think of it; let them figure to 
themselves a bank with an issue of half a million of dollars, 
suddenly arrestedin its business by the operatton of the com- 
pulsory bankrupt Jaw; ıt means, its debts, and its charter, all 
taken possession of by the trustees appointed by the Federal 
power. 
what may be the interest of the State in the institution, the 
whole is at once paralyzed and stricken down at the instance 
of a single crediter; and who is to benefited by the operatien? 
Not the creditors, for they will be compelled to await the tardy 
operation of the law to receive the dividends that the trustees 


may suffer to pass through their hands; for itis only speaking | 


experience in anticipation to say that much of the amount 
will stick in the hands ofthe trus‘ees, and never find its way. 
to the pockets of the creditors; nor the public, for the people 
are interested in maintaining the value at least of the issues in 
circulation. Let me supposethat the issues of a bank, as I 
have said, are halfa million, and the process of bankruptcy is 
applied to them; what would be the effect on the notes in circu- 
lation? Does notevery Senator see at once that it would de- 
preciate them more than one-halfto the holder, and by the sin- 
gle operation ina single bank the people would lose a quarter 
ofa million of dolfars? Andsoin relation tothe issuesin all 
cases where the bank shall bethus acted upon. And upon 
whom, let me ask, would this loss fall? Not on the banks, but, 
on the contrary, it would put it in the power ofthe directors to 
buy up the notes at a discount, and make money by the opera- 
tion. Not on those persons who have received bank accommo- 


dations, for they are the last persons who keep the notes in their | 


possession, but on the business men of the country, the farmer, 
the mechanic, and the laborer,iowhose hands the note would be. 
What, let me ask, would be the effect of suth measure on the 
operation of the banks themselves? On all the banks south 
ot New York that have suspended payment the bill would 
apply at once in all its rigor; they would be required to resume 
forthwith, or be liable to the provisions of the substitute; they 
would, therefore, be compelled to stop their discounts, aod to 

ress at once upon their debtors, and to require them to pay up 
Inspecie, in order to escape from the terrors of the measure. 
And upon whom would this pressure fall? Most certainly on 
the debtor class; the very class we desire to relieve by a bank- 
rupt law. The consequence, therefore, of enacting the substi 
stute is relation to banks would be to make subjects without 
number for the other section of the bill to operate upon; for 
there never was a greater political error than that into whick 
gentlernen have fallen in their crusade against the banks, in pre- 
suming that the banks alone are interested in their own fate; 
that you can oppress and drive the banks to the wall wiihont 
affecting business and distressing their debtors in the same 
ratio. Ihave no special partiality for banks. I would sustain 
them no further than as they are useful instruments in the hands 
of the people in. furthering their interests. Iam aware that it 


No matter who may be the stockholders, no matter : 


tutions, as in the case of the resolutions of the Senator from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Grunpy,] nothing very alarming was to be 
apprehended. Though I could not see the propriety of that 
movement, still it wag rather harmless, as it did not act affirma- 
tively. Iislegal and moral force was not of a character to 
suspend the action of either the States or their institutions, 
and consequently the rtates looked on with indifference. But 
you are now about to take astep which will be seen and felt, 
and which will produce consequenses which we shall all de- 
ore. 
P Mr. President, the petitions on our table ask for relief to the 
unfortunate. Shall we, in granting that relief, create greater 
misfortunes by compelling the banks to drive to destruction 
and sacrifice the property of the thousands and tens of thou- 
sands who could not at this time discharge their debts without 
utter ruin? I support this measure, sir, on no such grounds. Isup- 
port it asa relief measure, called for by the condition of alarge and 
respectable class of my fellow-citizens, as a measure demanded 
by all the considerations of justice and humanity. We have 
seen that Congress alone has the powers grant relief; we have 
the only remedy that can heal the patient; we hold the only 
key that can unlock the prison door and restore the unfortunate 
inmate to liberty and society. Shall wethen turn a deaf ear to 
the voice of humanity. I honestly confese to you, sir, that I hold 


';. itto be one of the most fortunate circumstances of my life that 


—- 


lam afforded the opportunity of bearing an humble part in 
producing the genera] jubilee which will follow the passage of 
this bill; and let me, in conclusion, implore Senators not to em- 
barrass the great object of the bill, the relief of unfortunate 
human beings, by connecting with it other matters of a ques 
tionable character. Let us rise aLove the atmosphere of party, 
and join heart and hand in knocking the chains from the unfor- 
tunate victims of arbitrary laws, and we shall receive the ap- 
proval of our own consciences, while the prayers of thou- 
rands will ascend up to Heaven for our prosperity and hap. 
Ppinees. 


REMARKS OF Mn. CLAYTON, 


Debate in the Senate fTuesday, May 12, 1840—-On 
the substitike proposed by Mr. Warr for the bill 
to establish a uniform system of Bankruptcy. 
Mr. CLAYTON said he would confine his obser- 

vations strictly: tø the matter immediately under dis- 

cussion. He wi uld not depart from it. The wide 
field which might be opened on the general discus- 
sion of a bankfupt law he would leave to others who 
had better health and more strength to go through 
with it. He would merely make a few remarks on 
that part of the bill which the gentleman from New 

Jersey (Mr. Watt) proposed as a substitute for the 

bill reported by the Committee on the Judiciary, which 

embraced in it corporations. 

The substitute provides for the case of voluntary 
bankruptcy, as the bill before the Senate does. It 
provides, also, for the case of involuntary or compul- 
sory bankruptcy of natural persons, and it embraces 
the bankruptcy of corporations. To the first he gave 
his most hearty assent, and to the second he would 
also cheerfully give his support if it were brought 
forward disconnected with the others. To the third 
he had insuperable objections, which he would pro- 
ceed to lay before the Senate. 


Before he proceeded, however, he must state his 
deep regret that all these subjects were united in 
one bill. ‘They were not necessarily connected with 
or dependent on each other. Congress had a right 
to establish uniform laws on the subject of bankrupt- 
cies throughout the United States. Separating the 
three subjects into three bills he thought by far the 
most fit method of proceeding. Then each would 


May, 1840. 
261TH Cowa->+-Ist Sxss. 


Bankrupt Bill—Mr. Clayton. 


stand on its own merits, not to be supported or pulled 
down by the others, For voluntary bankruptcy the 
country was clamorous. The disastrous times upon 
which we had fallen had made it more immediately 
necessary than the others; and as it was less objec- 
tionahle to many. he hoped it might be permitted to 
share its fate by itself. ; 


To that part of the bill embracing the bankruptcy | 


of corporations he would now proceed to state his 
objections. He did not believe that corporations 
were in the contemplation of the framers of the Con- 
stitution when they gave to Congress power to es- 
tablish uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies. 


They had never been, and have never been, embrac- | 


ed in any bankrupt law. The law deems the bank- 
rupt criminal ; it treats himas such. For any fraud- 
ulent concealment of his effects he was formerly 
punished capitally by death. Such was the law at 
the adoption of the Constitution. A corporation 
‘cannot be punished criminally. You cannot arrest 
or imprison it. It is an artificial, ideal, intangible 
person existing only in fiction of law. 
to be saved, nor body to be punished. You cannot 


examine it; it has no conscience to be effected; its ` 


seal is its oath; and it is not therefore a fit object of 
a bankrupt law. 

A decree has gone forth that the banks are to be 
destroyed, and this bill is to execute that decree. A 
more alarming and tremendous power was never 
grasped at by Congress; and a means more effectual 


to accomplish the purposes could not be devised. | 


‘This may be desired ; but, for proof, he referred to 
the President’s message, written by the same man 


who, in 1827, denied in his place here the constitu- | 
tionality of such a law; to the thundering denuncia- i 
tions which have been heard from various quarters | 


of the Senate at the present session ; to the papers 
acting in cencert with the Administration; to a 
tirade pronounced the other day by the gentleman 


It hasno soul | 
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drafts, or obligations with the design that they shall 
circulate instead of, or as a substitute for money, shall 
be deemed traders and liable to become bankrupts 
within the true intent and meaning of this act, and 
may, upon petition of one or more of their creditors, 
to whom they owe debts amounting, in the whole, 
to not less than five hundred dollars, to the appropri- 


ate court, be so declared accordingly in the following 


' it expedient, to go just as far as you please ? 


cases, to wit: whenever such corporations or associa- 
tions for manufacturing, insurance, or trading pur- 
poses have already failed in business, suspended, or 


stopped payment, for the period of one month, or | 


declared or acknowledged themselves to be insolvent, 
or shall hereafter fail in business, suspend or stop 
payment for the space of fifteen days, or declare or 
acknowledge themselves to be insolvent, or unable to 
pay their debts or engagements.” Concede this 
power to Congress, and no “ destructive” could de- 
vise one more ample over every banking institution 
in the country. All will concede that, if you have 
the power to declare any one act done by an incor- 
porated bank to be an act of bankruptcy, you may 


declare any other act committed by it to bean act of | 


bankruptcy, for which it will be liable to be proceeded 
against in bankruptcy. And although in the infancy 
of your power, and for the purpose of securing it 
without much alarm, you may, for the present, be 
content with declaring as causes of bankruptcy the 
failure in business, or the stopping of payment by a 
bank, what shall prevent you in future, if you deem 
If on 


render of all his effects in payment of his debts, as 
far as they will go, leaving him free from arrest, and 
in the undisturbed enjoyment of all his future ac- 
quisitions, and the full benefit of his own industry 
and labor. In regard to the first, the States have as 
ample power as Congress. They can compel the 
surrender of property by all the means, and by every 
process, and by every species of punishment that 
Congress can employ. Such are already the insol- 
vent laws of the States. But, in regard to the second, 
when it is applied to a natural persdh, we can under- 
stand its benefits very well. His person becomes 


` free, he is discharged from his debts, and his future 
` gainsare hisown. No one can disturb him in either ; 


| gress should imagine that the safety of the note-hold- |. 


from North Carolina (Mr. Brown) against the | 


banks, in which he accused them with associating 
with the Opposition to pull down the Administration, 
and in which he denounced the Opposition press as 


a“ -bought” press; and to the bill itself. The , 


fanaticism of party was very like fanaticism in reli- 
‘gion; always ready to go to extremes to accomplish 
its objects; reckless of consequences, and of the 
hopeless ruin it may bring upon others. Each had 


its own mode of salvation; and if it could not con- ` 


vert, it would destroy the unbeliever. He did not ` a greater dividend, it might be said to be evidence of ., 


:' a design to divide its capital among its stockholders -` 
in fraud of the Public, and this may also be declared 
Having once gained | 


-believe that gentlemen had reflected upon the extent 


of the evil which they were about to inflict upon the | 


country. He hoped they would pause and still re- 
flect. They were treading on unsafe and dangerous 
ground ; and thousands upon thousands of ruined 
men will rise up and charge them with their ruin. 
If Congress subjects corporations to bankruptcy, 
it interferes with the rights of the States. ‘he States 
have the power to create corporations—no one de- 
nies this; and may control and fashion them as they 


- please, without the intermeddling of Congress. But | 


assume the power which is now contended for, and 
‘corporations will no longer be under the control of 
‘the States. Congress will have gained a power of 
the most alarming character ; it will have gained a 


strong and sure foundation upon which to rest the | 


fulcrum, and it will be easy afterwards to extend the | 
lever to any length which may be necessary to enable | 
- it to uproot every corporation in the country ; but if ` 
it may not be desirable to go that far, it will give to — 


- Congress that entire regulation and management of 
all corporations. 
usually cautious and circumspect. 


are not made boldly, with a frank avowal of its de- ` 


‘signs. It conceals its purposes, and step by step, 


- and little by little, it effects its purpose ; when, if the | 
- magnitude of its ultimate object were foreseen, it | 


would be frustrated by the alarm and resistance which | 
it would necessarily excite. Congress, by the amend- ` 
“ment proposed, assumes the power of declaring cor- | 


‘ porations bankrupt; or, in other words, (for, after 


all, no other corporations are at this time cared for,) , 


to declare bankrupt all the banks in the country. 
The amendment declares that “all corporations, or 
aasociations for manufacturing, commercial, insur- 
` ance, of trading purposes, owing debts to the amount 
of and all! persons, corporations, or associations 
of persons, who shall issue, pay out, or emit bills, 


excess of issues beyond the specie in the vaults, at 
any time, to be an act of bankruptcy ? for it may be 
said that, in such a case, there is clear proof that the 
bank is unable to meet its engagements ; because, if 
all its notes were presented for payment at once, it 
could not discharge them. 


| overissues, overtrading, and a design to defraud the 


Plausible reasons enough | 
:; may be assigned. A hue and cry may be raised of || 


`: ers should require that the amount of issues she uld : 
be limited, for instance, by the amount of specie on | 
' hand, what shall hinder them from declaring any 


Public; and, under the pretext of sheltering the || 
' Public from fraud, Congress may, in this respect, !i 


but, when applied toa corporation, it is senseless. It 
has no body to be arrested; it can have no future 
gains to be secured from seizure by inexorable cred- 
itors, and it need not, and ought not, to be discharged 
from its debts. When bangrupt,.ts ife is extinct, 
and it can have neither future gains nor existence. 
Its capital, its life-blood, is gone, and it ceases to be. 
It is not, then, the proper subject of bankruptcy. 
The Constitution did not design to confer a concur- 
rent power upon Congress which could be equally 
exercised, and to the same beneficial extent, by the 
States. It only intended that Congress should act’ 
when the States could not. 

It needs not, then, the aid of Congress effectually 
to accomplish every thing that may be desirable on 
this subject. In the case of individuals, to effect all 


! that a bankrupt law can effect, it is necessary that 


Congress should act, because the Constitution of 


| the United States has confided the power to Con- 


' limit and control all the banks in the country. Or, ‘' 


' suppose that Congress, in its wisdom, should think |; 


that no bank ought to make a dividend beyond five, 
or even six per cent., beause, if a-bank should make 


to be. an act of bankruptcy. 
this power over banks, there is no limit to it-but the 
will of Congress; and these institutions, which have 
heretofore been: exclusively the creatures of State 
legislation, as they rightfully have been, will become 
the mere creatures of Congress, subject to its discre- 
tion, to be moulded and shaped and fashioned at its 
will. Mr.C. said he had never been the noisy cham- 
pion of State rights, yet he hoped he was as willing to 
protect those rights as any one; but if there be any 


politician here of that school who is willing to vote 


for this amendment, he has a stronger stomach and 
greater powers of digestion than he supposed any 
one to have. But are these political dogmas really 
entertained or not? Heaven knew that he had 


sometimes doubted, and thought they were usedonly | 


as tubs thrown out to amuse the great Southern 
whale. Witness a late vote in another place on the 


‘| New Jersey election. 
Usurpation in pursuit of power is | 
Its approaches || 


There is no necessity, as in the case of natural 


persons, that Congress should interfere in this mat- | 
The States: have ample and complete power. || 
If Congress possessed the power, it would be un- | 


ter. 


gracious and unnecessary to exercise it: for it is not 
needed, as in the case of individuals. Over insol- 
vency the States, within their own limits, have com- 
plete control. They can free the person from arrest, 
but they cannot discharge him from his debts.. Con- 
gress only can do this. It has been denied to the 
States by the Constitution ; and hence the necessity 
of a bankrupt law by Congress. Now, how can a 


bankrupt law, in this respect, apply to corporations ? 


The two great objects of a bankrupt law are, Ist. 
To secure the property of the bankrupt for the bene- 
fit of his creditors ; and, 2d. To discharge the debtor 
from his debts when he has made a full and fair sur- 


gress, and denied it to the States. But over the 
banxtuptcy, or rather the insolvency, of corporations, 
the States have ample power, and ought to have un- 
disputed control. After the States, by their own 
process, and by such regulations as they may choose 
to make, have drained the last dollar from the banks 
in payment of their debts; when these creatures of 
their own formation have ceased to be, what need is 
there of any act of Congress to set them upon their 
legs again, to secure to them the future fruits of their 
industry, and free them from arrest? The notion is 


„idle ; it is worse; it is an attempt to meddle with 


what belongs to the States only. They have the 
right to make them, and they ought to have the right 


to manage them according to their own good will 


i 


and pleasure. : ; 

It will be seen from the clause of the bill just read 
that every bank which has already suspended or 
stopped payment for the space of one month is liable 
to be proceeded against in bankruptcy; and every 


one knows that when an ect of bankruptcy is once 


committed, it is the unpardonable sin, which cannot 
be redeemed or remitted. No act, no redress, no 
penitence, can save or purge it of the foul stain. 
Every bank, from New York to Florida, is at the 
mercy of him who may choose to proceed against it. 
All have suspended or stopped payment. Have 
gentlemen looked to the catastrophe which must ne- 
cessarily result from this state of things? Have 
they looked to the wide-spread ruin and disaster 
which must follow? Proceedings are instituted ; 
decrees are obtained ; assignees are appointed; they 
take possession of the assets, and proceed, according 


i to the direction of the bill, as speedily as practicable, 


to collect the debts. Has any one figured to himself 
the vast amount of debts thus to be collected? Let 
him make the estimate ; let him estimate the misery, 
distress, and sorrow, the utter overthrow of the hopes 
of thousands, the prostration of all business and in- _ 
dustry, spreading poverty far and wide, and then bal- 
ance all this against—what? An equivalent, if 
equivalent there canbe? No. To gain a new, 
and, at best, a doubtful political power, which can- 
not be used for any good purpose, but may be used 
for the worst of purposes. The gentleman has, how- 
ever, very kindly provided in his proposed amend- 
ment, that when the bank is authorized by its charter, 
or by any expresa law of the State, to do or commit 
the act therein declared tobe an act of bankruptcy, 
or when, by any such law, it is or may be exempted 
from the provisions of the amendment, then the law 
which we are about to pass shall not apply to such 
bank. This is very considerate, indeed ; for he who 
drew the charter, or any of those express laws hereto- 
fore enacted, must have been a far-seeing men who 
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€Oyld have foreseen this amendment of the gentle- 
Man from New Jersey, and provided beforehand 
@gainst it. How many banks do you suppose there 
are. whose charters authorize them to “commit the 
act” forbidden by the amendment, or who are ex- 
presaly authorized by law to do it? He deemed 
there were very few. Inthe State which he repre 
gents, not one. It is true the banks are liable to pay 
a heavy interest if the notes are not paid on demand 
et the counter ; "but, to’ the credit of the people, no 
one has sought to enforce the payment of the penalty, 
because they know very well that the banks would 
resume payment to-morrow if there neighbors were 
to do it; and, without this, that it would be folly in 
them to attempt it. He apprehended there were few 
charters which authorized: at all the suspension of 
specie payment; still fewer which authorized the sus- 
pension for the length of time which many banks 
have suspended; and he doubted if, in any case, the 
law of the State expressly authorized any bank “ to 
do er commit” the forbidden act of bankruptcy. 
What are the terms of the amendment? Why, 
that any corporation which shall have already failed 
in business, suspended, or stopped payment for the 
period of one month, or declared or acknowledged 
itself to be insolvent, or unable to. pay its debts or 
other engagements, is declared to have committed an 
act ef bankruptcy. -Ís it probable that any Legisla- 
turé would by express law authorize the doing or 
committing of many of these. several acts of bank- 
ruptcy? And yet they are enumerated as distinct 
acts of bankruptcy, which the gentleman from New 
Jersey supposes may have been expressly authorized 
by law. i ! . 

Mr. C. said he had pretty attentively observed the 
proceedings of the Pennsylvania Legislature at its 
last session in relation to the banks in that State. 

. He had remarked that various propositions were 
made, the object of which was to compel the banks 
to resume specie payment; but he thought none was 
made expressly to authorize a suspension of payment; 
and the act which was finally passed, if his memory 
vas correct, was in its nature compulsory upon the 
banks to resume the payment of their notes by the 
15th of January, 1841, or that their charters should 
be forfeited. If there was any authority here given 

- to suspend until that time, it was not expressly given, 
but only by implication and inference 3. and all the 
banks in that State will-be liable, the moment this 
law passes, to he declared bankrupt. . 

Under what pretext.is.it arged that co tiens 
shall be included in the system of bankruptcy which 
we are about to establish? Is it feared that the 
banks are likely to fail,so that their creditors; or those 
holding their notes, or having money in deposite, 
will ultimately not receive the last dollar in payment ? 
Thoae who trust the banks know better, and they do 
not ask your assistance. No one, in regard to the 
banks on the seaboard, fears any thing. Their notes 

‘at present answet all the putposes of money. No 

‘one refuses them ; alf are: glad to get them. Why 
take them from circulation? For, as sure as. this 

bill passes, they will circulate no longer. Trade 
end industry will be at.a stand. If proceedings are 
not immediately taken against the banks under this 
act, they will immediately. commence the most rigor- 

“ous collection of their debts in self-defence. - No 
option will be left them; they will be obliged to. re- 
sort to the most harsh and unrelenting means to save 
themselves. All the money in circulation will be 

_ absorbed, and flow into the banks; none will be left 
with the people. : But suppose-progeedings are taken 

‘against the banks, decrees are obtained declaring 
them bankrupt, and assignees Appointed to seize upon, 
end administer their effects, and what will then be 
the consequence? The same system of rigorous 
collection, only to a greater extent;. and to this will 
be added a great depreciation in the peper. The 
moment the decree in bankruptcy is passed, all confi- 
dence will be ‘lost, and justly too, for he who holds 


- à note must wait the slow and tedious progress of 


the commission. Every. holder of a notemust appear 
tpefore the commissioner, or, as he. is. called in the 
amendment, master in chancery, and prove, his debt, 
avid then await the slow progress of. 


What would not their 


affairs to receive 
his dividends. In this state of things, what would: 
bé the value of the notes to their present holders ? 
depreciation be? A more 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Bankrupt Bill—Mr. Clayton. 


frightful condition of things could not be imagined ; 
all business would be at a stand. Notes would no 
longer circulate as money, They would be com- 
modities to be bought and sold in the market, as 
any other merchandise, greatly below their nominal 
or even real value. They would all fall into the 


hands of moneyed men, who would speculate upon | 


them at the lowest price. And the very evil which 
gentlemen are so anxious to guard against (the de- 
‘preciation of paper money) would be increased ten- 
fold; not a very uncommon consequence of unguard- 
ed legislation. Let not gentlemen deceive themselves 
by the supposition that the notes will be kept up to 
something like their value by being sought after by 
the debtors of the banks to pay their debts with. 
Recollect that this is not the case of a bank settling 
up its own affairs, in which the debtor may set off 
any of its notes which he may have, no matter at 
what time he may have received them. But here all 
the property of the bankrupt passes to the assignee 
by the decree in bankruptcy. The debts due to the 
bankrupt from that moment become his, to be collect- 
ed, and distributed equally. among all the creditors. 
Notes purchased afterwards cannot be set off; and 
hence purchases for that purpose can give them no 
increased value. 

To this catalogue of evils may be added the great 
depreciation in the value of the property of many 
innocent stockholders, not bank barons, but persons 
almost wholly dependant upon these stocks for their 


‘subsistence, widows and orphans, and persons in 


humble life, whose all is invested in these institutions. 
That all will be greatly diminished, and during the 
progress of the commission in bankruptcy, their only 
means of subsistence will be withdrawn from them 
entirely. 

It may be doubted whether any one seriously be- 
lieves that the banks south of New York have been 
influenced by considerations of their own interest in 


stopping payment. There is no doubt that if they 


had disregarded the interest of their debtors, and of 
the people generally, they might at any time, within 
sixty days after they first stopped, have resumed pay- 
ment. But what infinite distress would not the 
means necessary to be resorted to, to effect this pur- 
pose, have produced? Indeed, they needed not to 
have stopped at all if they had disregarded the in- 
terest of the public. They chose to sustain the 
odjum so liberally and so unkindly cast upon them, 
rather than crush the communities around them. 
‘They have’ réceived little thanks, while the public 
have reaped all the benefits. Contrast the prosper- 
ity and business of Philadelphia with New York. 


While New York has the barren honor of paying 


specie, Philadelphia is doing all the business. 

It is impossible to estimate, if the banks are em- 
braced in the law, the vast amount of property and 
business that will be. thrown into the courts of the 
United States.. Seme of the banks have a capital of 


‘many millions. All. these vast sums are to go into 


the hands of assignees. Is there not some danger 
that many of them may play the tricks of nimble- 
footed sub-treasurers, run off with the assets, and 
leave the creditors in a worse situation than if the 
banks wereletalone? Whatis to preventit? The 
temptation will be very great, and they will have ex- 
amples enough before them. 

The gentleman from New Jersey had objected to 
the bill reported by the majority of the Committee 


. on the Judiciary, because, in his opinion, it did not 


establish a uniform system of bankruptcy. He has 
not told us what he understands by the phrase uni- 
form system. Mr. C. thought the meaning was very 
obvious, and it could have but one meaning. The 
purpose for which the power to establish uniform laws 
on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the United 
States was confided to Congress by the Constitution 
was very apparent. It was highly important that 
this power should be vested in the National Legisla- 
ture, so that the certificate of the bankrupt should 
avail him in all parts of the Union. The States 
cannot legislate extra-territorially. The certificate 


therefore would only protect him in the State where 
' it was granted; and the moment he left it, his person 


‘and his property would be liable to be seized by his 
creditors. ‘There is no obligation of positive law 
‘which would compel the courts of one State to re- 
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spect the certificate granted in another: The cour- 
tesy of nations might induce the courts of some of 
the States to respect the certificate, and give efficacy 
to it, while others would not do so, as is the case at 
present with the insolvent laws of the several States, 
Pennsylvania and Delaware mutually respect the 
certificates granted by each other, while New York 
refuses. No uniform system could therefore be ex- 
pected from the legislation of the several States, in 
which all would be mutually and equally benefited. 
It therefore became necessary that this power should 
be vested in Congress; and, from that fact alone, it 
would result that the system should be uniform 
throughout the United States; and that what might 
be law in one State would necessarily be law through- 
out the whole country. No matter upon what class 
of persons it might operate, it would operate upon 
that classevery where. In regard to natural persons, 
he had no idea that the power of Congress was cir- 
cumscribed in the slighest degree by the Constitu- 
tion; he knew that a notion prevailed with some 
gentlemen that Congress, in declaring who should 
be bankrupts, was limited to those classes of persons 
designated by the British statutes existing at the 
time of the adoption ofthe Constitution. Such was 
not his opinion. Such a construction was needless, 
and without reason—at least without good reason. 
The statutes 34 Hen. 8th, and 13th Elizabeth, par- 
ticularly the latter statute, laid the foundation of all 
the law which prevailed in England from that time 
te what is called the consolidated statute of 6 Geo. 
Ath. In the mean time, various alterations were 
made by intermediate statutes; and, he believed, still 
further by the liberal construction given to them by 
the courts. And it seems strange that we should be 
confined in our interpretation of the term “ bankrupt- 
cies,” as used in the Constitution, to the precise 
meaning which may have been given to it bya 
British statute of the reign of Elizabeth, or of any 
subsequent reign ; that we were not to accommodate 
our law, and suit it to the progress of society and 
the arts, and the multiplication of the pursuits and 
exigencies of men; and that, while all else was ad- 
vancing around us, in this respect alone we should 
remain stationary. Such could not be the true in- 
terpretation of the Constitution. Any law which 


. embraces any number of classes or persons, whether 


that. number be few or many, if it operates alike 
throughout the whole country, is a uniform law on 

subject of bankrupteies. How far, how very far, 
is the system proposed by the gentleman from New 
Jersey from being a uniform system. It is the very 
reverse. It gives to the several States the power to 
alter, to amend, or even to repeal it, so far as it may 
affect any particular State; so that the law will ope- 
rate in as many varieties of ways as the State have 
different interests. In no two States will it operate 
alike, unless the Legislatures of all the States shall 
be immediately convened after it passes, and it be 
repealed by them all; an event by no means improb- 
able. Instead of this being a uniform system, it 
should be called a system of varieties. His bill, there- 


fore, was liable to his own charge of want of uni- 


formity, to as great an extent as possible: while the 
bill reported by the committee was liable to no such 
charge. Its provisions extended to every part of the 
Union alike. It operated every where in the same 
way, and upon the same persons and classes of per- 
sons. In truth, it provided for every man and wo- 
man who was so unfortunate as to need its relief. 
He did not entirely understand the gentleman, al- 
though he had said a good deal on the subject, when 
he spoke of contracts being the peculiar subjects of 
a bankrupt law, or the necessity that both the par- 
ties, debtor and creditor, should be at liberty to be- 
come the actors in the proceedings in bankruptcy. 
Congress has the power to establish uniform laws 


_ on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the United 


States, and whatever classes of persons they may 
deem it fit to designute as proper subjects of bank- 
ruptcy, they may so enact; carefully providing that 
the law shall operate every where alike—the same 
in Maine as in Georgia, without regarding who may 
be the agent, whether debtor or creditor, in procur- 
ing the decree in bankruptcy ; such a law would be 
uniform in its operations. But the substitute pro- 
posed is, clearly, for want of this necessary uniform | 
ity, unconstitutional. 


June, 1841. 
Börn Cona...-Isr Suess. 


Mr. Cnamman: I hope the importance of the 
subject before us, warran's whe ig detaining the 
committee a short time, in giving the reasons for 
my vote. Iam fally aware of the impatience of 
many to occupy the floor for the same purpose, 
and shall therefore enter at once’ upon the subject, 
without prefatory circumlocution, or attempt at 
display. I do so, too, from necessity; for although 
T have felt the glow, kindled by the power of some 
gentlemen whohave addressed this committee, I, 
pretend to ne such powers; and were it otherwise, 
Thave felt how deep may be the impression cf elo- 
qeence upon the feelings, without convincing the 
judgment, which alone should be the object of 
speaking here. 

The simple question before us is, what is the best 
mode for the receipt, custody, and disbursement of 
the public money. This issaid to open the whole 
qvestions of political economy, and ot the currency. 
Thatit may aflect the latter, I do not deny; but 
that questions of currency are legitimately within 
our jnrisdic ion, I doubt, for reasons which I shail 
give in closing my remarks. But so the subject 
has been handled before this committee, and there- 
fore I feel compelled to advert to it. 

The opponents of this great measure, however, 
start a preliminary objection, They put in what 
wouldte professiona!ly called, a “dilatory plea.” 
They insisi that the subject should be pretermitted 
for the present, that the people, at the approaching 
eleetion, may approve or reject it. Sir, the people 
have passed upon this measure, and we are here, 
as their agents, to carry out their expressed will. 
Bat the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Cusnina,] says, the peeple were “decoyed.” This 
sir, is the old ery, and underrates the sense of that 
people. The gentleman is mistaken. A majority 
of the people, after their pre-elected servants had 
twice rejected this measure, deliberately and un- 
derstandit gly approved it. 


Here, perhaps, it is proper for a moment, to ad- - 


vert to the resola‘ion<, or quasi instructions of th? 
Legislature cf my own State, on this subject, 
which I now holdin my hand. My colleague, 
Mr. Straoxc,] has left me little to say here. 
hile I desire to treat that Legislature wtih all 
due respect, and while I subsenbe to the right of the 
constituent toinstruct the Representative, I: must 
dissent from the reasoning, as well as the con- 
clusions, found in these resolutions. Their 
premises, with other objections, will be matter of 
argument before I resume my seat. But the con- 
elusions put forth by that body, that I shall ‘con- 
form my acts and votes to the expressed wil! and 
best interests of my constituents, by steadily and 
faithfully opposisg this measure,” and that “any 
Representative in Congress, who shall persist in 
advocating this project, and urring its adoption, 
will misrepresent the views, wishes, and interests 
of bis constituents,” are not justified by the facts. 
Sir, two out of three members of that body, from 
my district, were elected as friends of this measure; 
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and this mea.ure, too, at the time of my own | 


election, was made a prominent, and a test 
question. I should be recreant to every represen- 
tative daty were I to disobey such instructions. 
On word more, and then I have done with this 
anpleasant maiter. A majority of tbat body are 
pleased to say, that in persisting to advocate this 
+ projec’, and urging its adoption, my “conduct, will 
merit and receive their unqualified disapprobation.”” 
Sir, I am sent here to advocate 'his measure, by 
those who gave me this seat. To my constituents 
alone, and not to others, 2m I amenable. By 
what au hority, then, does that bedy declare, that 
in doing my plainest duty, I shall “merit” the dis- 
approbation ef those who have no supervision 
over my condact? Do they not arregate too much? 
How different this langaage from that of our 
Legislature in 1832, in advancing a somewhat 
an‘agonistic sentiment: «That it is the sentiment 
of this Legislature, that the charter of the Bank of 
the United States ought notto be renewed, and that 
our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our 


‘twenty-four millions ia 
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Representative respectfully requested, to vote 
against said renewal.” ‘Plain, simple, respect- 
ful, and direct. Sir, I freely admit that many 
of my intelligent constitveats are opposed to this 
measure. They "evinced that opposition at the 
polls when I was elected; but they would be the 
first to condemn a breach of faith in their Repre- 
sentative. But [hasten to the business before us. 

The history of our currency, Mr. Chairman, is 
brief but eventful. The old Congress, D-cember 
31st, 1781, chartered the Bank of North America, 
which commenced operations 7th January, 1782. 


i Oa the 25th of February, 1791, Congress chartered 


the B: nk of the United Sta‘es, with a capital of ten 
millioas. This charter expired 4h of March 
1811. On the 10th of April 1816, another United 
States Bank was chartered, for the term of twenty 
years, with a capital of thirty-five millions. The 
Legislatures of the States have also chartered 
many banks. In 1792, the aggregate capital of 
all the banks was about eighteen millions; in 


1800, over thirty millions; in 1820, over one ., 
huadred and thirty millions; in 1840, ever three | 


hundred and fifty millions; and their number had 
increased to over nine hundred. In my own State 
this increase has also been progressive; in 1800, we 
had a capital of about three anda half millions; in 
1810, seven and a half millions; 1820, twenty-one 
millions; 1830, twenty-four millions; 1840, over 
fifty-six millions. - 

Here I would remark, that, under the safety 
fund law, passed in 1829, which my colleague 
{Mr. Hort] thinks evidence of Mr. Van Buren’s 


hostility to the banks and business of the country, | 


but on- bank has failed, and by that the bill ho'ders 
lese nothing; whereas, from 1819 to 1830, inclu- 
sive, nine banks, not under that system. failed in 
that State, with an aggregate capital of ¢2,650,000, 
and with almost tota! loss to the bill holders. 
will add, tue, that my colleague, in commenting on 
the distribution of bank stocks in that State, 
omitted to inform us, that while the Democratic 
party there held every branch of the Government, 
a law was passed requiring all stocks of newly 
‘cvartered banks to be sold at auction. He omitted 
to state, too, when charging us as being the real 


bank party, that after the Democratic party had | 
been defeated in that State, and an overwhelming ` 


majority of his own political friend» returned to 
the popolar branch of our Legislature, a free 


banking law was passed, by which the number of |: 
banks has been almost doubled, and some of them |: 


chartered thereby for the period of four thousand 
‘and 
of the finest lands in the State have been mortgaged 
av capital for banking. He omitted to state, too, 
how his political friends voted on the questions of 
incorporating banks, when they were in a mi- 
nority. — ; 

But I proceed. First, let us fora moment look 
at the changeable circulation ef all our banks. 
From tab'es and reports, it appears that in 1915 
their circulation was about forty-five millions. In 
1816, sixty eight millions—twenty-three millions 
more. In 1820, it had settled back again to forty- 
five millions. In 1830, it amounted to sixty-one 


millions, and was up to ninety-five millions in 1834 | 


—an increase, in four years, of thirty-four millions. 
One year more added nine millions; another year 
added thirty-six millions; the next, nire millions 
more; making it then (1837) the enormous amount 
of one hundred and forty-nine millions. Jn 1838, 
down to one hundred ard sixteen millions—a fall- 
ing off of thirty-three millions. In 1839, up to 
one hundred and thirty-four millions; now down 
o one bundred and six millions—a falling off of 
twenty-eight millions, and probably still falling, 
for obvious reasons. That of the Bank of the 
United States bas been equally vari b'e. It took 
the lead in the decrease of c rculation, and its suc- 
ces:or, in 1837, decreased its circulation from 
twenty-three millions to seven millions—a dif- 
ference of sixteen millions. 
York, the circulation of the banks, other than 
those under the recent general banking law, was 
1837, twelve millions in 
1838, up to nineteen millions in 1839, down to ten 


‘millions in 1840 The circulation of those under 
the general law, about a year since, was considera» J 


In the Srate of New ! 


I; 


t 


ya; and that under that system some j 
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dle; but that is probably now diminishing. Mr. 
Crawford informs us that, in 1816, the entire cur- 
rency of ths country was over oce hundred and ten 
millions; in 1819, as low as forty-five milions— 
falling off, in three years, the enormous amount of 
sixty-five millions! 

Sir, let us look at the loans and discounts for a 
few past years. These were low in 1828, 1829, 
1830. In 1830, they amounted to $200,000,000. 
In 1834, they had risen to $324 000,000—augment- 
ing one hundred and twenty-four millions in four 
years. The next year there were added forty-one 
millions, and the next ninety-two millions more, 
and the next, (1837,) sixty-eight millions more; 
reaching the enormous sum of five hundred and 
twenty-five millions! Then they began to abate, 
and went down forty mi'lions the first year, and 
havecontinued falling, probably below four bun- 
dred and fifty millions now, and would be much 
less if debtors could pay. In the State of New 
York the amount has been very changeable. In 
1837, the loans and discounts of our chartered 
banks were seventy-nine millions. In 1838, 
eighteen millions less. In 1839, seven millions 
were added. In 1840, down to ftly-two millions} 
and this last reduction, amounting to sixteen mil- 
lions, was made in three months. The loans and 
discounts of the Bank of the United States have 
been equally variable. In 1832, up to sixty-six 
millions. In 1834, down to forty-five millions— 
decrease, twenty-one millions. In 1835, up again 
to sixty-five millions—increase, in one year, twén- 
ty millions, A “regulator,” indeed ! = 

Such, sir, is a brie’ history of the paper currency 
of tee United States. Can any thing be more mu- 
table?. But let us look a little at its effects. I will 
go back no further than 1819, when the United 
Siates Bank hed been in full operation more than 
two years, and very briefly notice the effects since 
thatperiod. Mr. Wiles informed us, (vol. 16, page 
114,) at that period, “that real estate was rapidly 
depreciating in its nominal value; that many re- 
spectable merchants were bankrupt, and many 
more must ‘‘go;” that the banks refused their ac- 
customed accommodation, and good notes were 
discounted at three per cent per month.” Again, 
in the same volume, August 7, 1819, he says that 
fifty thousand persons in New York, Philade'phia, 
and Baltimore, were wholly or partially idle, for 
want of employment. In October, of the same 
year, he mentions a case of property which cost 
$12,500 being sold by mortgage for $2,500. Of 
cases in Kentucky. One of a bouse, for which the 
owner had been offered $15-000,: sold for $1,300. 
Anothe?, bought for $10,000 $6,000 paid down, and 
sold on the mortrage for $1,500; leaving the origi» 
nal purchaser $2,500 in debt! In November of 
that year, he mentions the case of a tailor, in à 
country village ın Pennsyivania, failing for 
$84,000! Of atract of three hundred: acres of 
land, with $1,500 of improvements upon it, being 
sold for $300! Again, in May, 1821, he told us 
that flour was one dollar per barrel; boards twenty 
cents per one hundred feet. That ope anda half 
bushels of wheat would buy a pound of coffee, 
and a barrel of flour a pound of tea, And in Sep-., 
tember of the same year, he izforms vs that a mil- 
ler in Ohio wrote him that he bad sold four barrels 
of flour to obtain the five dullars which he sent to 
pay for the Register! 

in 1824, distress again pervaded, the land to an 
equal degree. Two gen'lemen have given us a 
vivid description thereof—men now honorable 
Senators, [Messrs CLay and Wezsreri—and the 
picture they draw is painful indeed. They speak 
of grain, unthrashed, pzrishing in the barns and 
barn-yards, for want of a market; cf men working. 
merely for means of present sabsisteoce; of a fail 


‘in prices, of thirty, if not forty per cent. The same 


description wou!d apply to 1628, and partially to 
1834. And now we are going through another 
thorough process of depletion. Mee . 

S:r, thisis a hasty, brief, synoptic view cf the 
times” in this country for some years past. T 
have endeavored to sketch it rapidly, not being 
wiiling to tax the patience of the committee_with 
too much detail, but wita perfect fidelity. For a 
moment let me turn to other countries, as’ gentle- 
men before me have done. 


842 
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Mr. Chairman, I do not intend to go into a de- 
tailed history of the currency of other countries; a 
few facts will answer my purpose. And first of 
England, to which we have been so often trium- 
phanty referred during this debate by the oppo- 
nents of this measure. And this part of her bis- 


tory is full of material for reflection. What strike . 
ps at once, in looking at the fiscal concerns of ` 


England, are her bank and national debe And it 
is a little curious to notice the contemporaneous 
march of these. In 1689, the national debt of 
England was only about three millions of dollars. 
Five years after, (1694,) the Bank of England was 
chartered with a capital of nearly six millions of 


dollars, or in other words it loaned one million two . 


hundred thousand pounds to Government, upon , 


which it issued bills, on the notion of a transfera- 
dle fand, although but little over half the subscrip- 
tion was actually paid in by the stockholders. 
Against this measure, 
violently opposed, alleging “that it would 
become a monopoly, engross the whole mo- 
ney of the kingdom, infallibly be subser- 
vient to Government views, might be employed to 
the worst purposes of arbitrary power, weaken 
commerce by withdrawing money from trade, and 
employing it in stockjobbing,” and lastly, “produce 
a swarm of brokers and jobbers, to prey upon their 
fellow-creatures, encourage fraud and gaming, and 
farther corrupt the morals of the nation.” They 


a strong party was — 


might have added that it would greatly aid Go- | 


vernment in rapidly augmenting the national debt, 
for the facility of borrowing from sach a bank, 
which soon engrossed th2 whole fiscal operations of 


the nation, is strongly exemplified by the facts in - 


this case. Government has borrowed largely of 


by Parliament, which, no doabt, would not other- 
wise have been created. This Bank has been re- 
newed several times; the last time in 1833; and I 
wish to place the growth of its capital in one view, 
with that of the national debt. 


‘Capital of the Bank of England, and the National 


Debt at various perieds: 
i Capital. Debt. 
1694, £1,200,000 | 1689, £664,263 
1708, 2,175,027 | 1702, 16,394 702 | 
1727, 9,375,027 | 1727, 52,092,238 
1800, 11,686,000 | 1793, 239 350 148 
1833, 14,686,800 | 1634, 779,565,783 


_ This Bank of England suspend:d specie pay- 
ments in 1797, and remained so until 1821. Its 
circulation, when it suspended, was about forty- 
two millions of dollars. Ia 1817 that circulation 


‘amounted to one hundred and forty-five millions. ` 


‘Daring the next five years it reduced its circulation 
nearly fifty millions. Ia 1814 the whole paper cir- 
culation of England was, probably, about two bhun- 
dred and fifty millions of dollars, which was then 


depreciated twenty-five per cent. making a loss to | 


the public of sixty-two and a half millions; and yet 
the dividends of the Bank of Eagland, at this period, 
were ten percent. The currency of England has 
-been very flactuating for the last half century. I 
have already spoken of the circulation of the 
‘Bank of England. In 1793, one-third of the 
country banks became bankrupt. In the pressure 
of the years 1814, 1815, and 1816, two hundred 
and forty country banks became bankrupt. In 
1825, the Bank of England was ail but drained of 
specie, and was only saved from suspension by 
issuing some cold one pound notes. Mr. McCul- 
‘lech informs us that “in 1793, 1814, 1815, 1816, 
and again in 1825, 2 very large proportion of the 
country banks were destroyed, and produced by 


their fall an extent of rain that has hardly been | 


equalled in any other country.” The Bank of 
+ England did not fail because, unlike the less favor- 
ed institutions, it found relief in legalized suspen- 
sion in the former periods, and in the latier its one 
‘pound notes enabled it to bend, tiil the storm 
passed. There have been great fluctuations since 
ia that country, and recently this bank has borrow- 
ed’specie of the Bank of France to prevent a fail- 
wre; although by its recent charter its notes are 
made, by statute, a lawful tender every where, ex- 
cept at its own counter. In 1838 alone, there were 
one thousand bankrupt cases in England. 


' married persons is often enforced. 
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I ask the indulgence of the committee, while I 
speak further of England. In 1700, her poor rates 
were less than five millions of dollars. In 1782, 
not quite ten millions of dollars. In 1817, they 
reached the enormous sum of forty-five millions. 
They are less now, by means cf a revision in 1834, 
by which the poor are less provided for, and more 
starved, upon principles of national economy— 
not, if you believe their own legislators, because 
of less misery and want. Indeed, a report that I 
have seen, computed that, in 1815, three millions 
out of eleven millions, in England, were paupers; 
and recent estimates are, that one in six subsist by 
more or less parish aid. Sir, I mug ask a mo- 
ment of the committee, while I refer to the debates 
in Parliament on this subject. Some things found 
there can hardly be repeated here with decency, as 
there detailed. But I will give one or two as ex- 
amples. One member, speaking of the effects 
of the “water gruel’? given to paupers, informs 


i us that it “immediately affected them upward and 


downward;” and givesus many other, and more 
disgusting particulars ofits effects. Another mem- 
ber, informs us, that a laborer was produced as 


|! witness before a committee of the House, whose 
“ tottering condition,’ on account of ‘deficient | 


food,” would not allow him to stand while testify- 


| ing, and that this man had a wife and several | 


children ! In addition to this, a separation of young 
In short, who- 
ever examines the system of English charities will 
find the sufferings of “Oliver Twist” but dim 
shadowings of the reality. 

Nor is the agricultural interest more flourishing, 
either for the farmer or his hired laborer. Instances 


| are brought forward in the debates, showing that 
this Bank, and afterwards the debt was sanctioned | 


' the “hour system.” 


too often the rents, rates,and taxes, exceed the in- 


|| come, after the most severe labor and rigid eco- 


nomy. So greathas this distress often appeared, 
that it has engaged the attention of Parliament 
with the most intense anxiety. One noble lord, in 
1834, said: “if something was not done, the fee 
simple of the land would soon be in the hands of 
the paupers.” Nor is the hardy laborer in a better 
condition. One member, in 1838, declares that, as 
far back as 1795, it was proved that a reduction of 


not less ihan fifty per cent. had taken place in the © 


wages of agricultural laborers. Another member 
says they are in the state of white slaves, and worse 
off than the negro apprentice of the West Indies; 
for the latter could look forward to a termination of 
his bondage. Another tells us that “the English 
working classes, far beyond those of any nation in 
the world, are the Aardest working and worst requiled 
people;” that “they are the most neglected commu- 
nity in existence.” The laborer, it is said, does 
not get more than half as much solid food per 
week as the convict. Th: manufacturing classes 
present us the same painful picture. Those who 
read, are too familiar with their bayonet sup- 
pressed riots, when starved to madness—with the 
heart rending accounts of the exhausied and almost 
sleepless parents—of the blighted child, whose 
little darkened mind never knew childhood or 
pleasure; whose bent, and attenuated frame, never 
felt comfort or ease; whose recollections are only 


of starvation and wearine:s; and whose only hopes 


are to satisfy hunger, and escape the penalties of 
It has been estimated that 
eighty-six cighty-sevenths of the population of 
England (including paupers) are mere operatives, 
to support the remainder in ease and luxury, while 
themselves receive but a bare subsistence. 

But further. Engiand’s debt is about $3,700,- 
000,000. Suppose we divide this debt equally 
throughout the kingdom—it will amount to about 
one hundred and fifty-two dollars to each person, 
paupers and all, or one thousand five hundred and 
twenty dellars to a family of ten persons. ‘The 


annual interest and expense of the national debt 


alone is nearly one hundred and thirty-eight mil- 
lions of dollars, and, if assessed ratably per poll 
throughout the kingdom, would be fifty-six dollars 
to every family of ten persons, without payinz one 
dollar of the principal. Again, the whole expendi- 
tures are nearly two hundred and sixty millions.of 
dollars per aanum—almost eleven dollars to each 
person in the kingdom. Take England alone, with 
her equal proportion of the annual expenditures, 
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and her poor rates, and about fourteen millions for 
the clergy, and the total is about two hundred mil- 
lions of dollars per annum, or about fifteen dollars 
to each person. Probably, deducting women, chil- 
dren, paupers, soldiers, sailors, cificers, &c. the 
burden will fall on about one-tenth of the popula- 
tion—the producers—and the proportion to each of 
these will be about one hundred and fifty dollars a 
year. In all, the direct taxes in 1834 were about 
twenty-four millions; tee customs over one bur- 
dred millions; the excise money over eighty mil- 
lions. We have had but four direct taxes, in all 
amounting to fourteen millions, and no excise since 
1802. The national debt cf England has been 
somewhat reduced, very little indeed by payment, 
butby the creditor taking reduced or different stock. 
The expenditures of Government, with the interest 
on the national debt, in time of peace, usually ex- 
ceed the income. The payment of this national 
debt must be chimerical and hopeless. 

Sir, I have spoken of the condition of the peo- 
ple of England. I will very briefly speak of other 
countries. First of Ireland. She bas her nation- 
al bank, which has also had a long period of 
suspension. She has had her small banks, 
and they have failed repeatedly. In that country, 
too, banking has been carried to a ruinous extent. 
But letus look at her laboring classes. I read 
from an English author; indeed, all that I state re- 
specting European condition, I get from English 
authors, who are never chargeable with doing in- 
This I find in 
Murray’s Encyclopedia of Geography: “The pig 


i usually shares his cabin, and is fed like himself on 


potatoes. It is too great a Juxury to be killed for his 
own consumption, but is sold and driven to the 
ports, to be salted for exportation.” And again, 
after describing their habitations as bovels of earth, 
without flcors, and their beds as merely straw on 
the ground, he informs us “his food is potato, with- 
out any other vegeiable, (for he is a stranger to a 
garden,) and only in favorable circumstances, is it 
accompanied with milk.” And yet this author in- 
forms us, that Ireland exports large quantities of 
grain and meat; that her exports of these to Eng- 
Jand alone, in 1832, were over forty-eight millions ! 
Such, sir, is the condition of Ireland—a land with 
more ardent aspirations for freedom, with more 
generous hearts and impulses than any other, trod- 
den to the dust, producing food for other nations, 
while famishing with hunger! No wonder her 
generous sons flee froma land overshadowed. with 
such political miasma, to thi&free land. 

And such, too, sir,is England. After a thorough 
trial of the-paper sys'em for one hundred and fifty 
years, the mass of her peop!e are more miserab'e, 


„the extremes of ruin and distress come oftener, and 


the amount of misery is greater. True, as gentle- 
men tell us, she is great among the nations. Her 
fleets and armies are large, but sad is the spectacle 
of millions groaning with suffering. She has power, 
but how was it attained? By plunging the nation 
intoinsolvency. No one dreamsa tithe of her debt 
will ever be paid. Ard what good has her power 
done the world, while this debt has been accumulat- 
ing? What benefit to the werld have been her 
wars? Has she blessed her one hundred and 
twenty-three millions in Asia? Has she been our 
.Did she bless France, by forcing 
a King upon that people? Has she not beeen grind- 
ing down her own people, to invade the rights of 
others? Is that people happy at homs? She has 
had, snd has sp'eadid men and splendid things; but 
the happiness of the many, how is thai}? We have 
seen the picture. Sir, she is one great mass of mo- 
nepoly and prerogative, cemented together by her papery 
system; and inthe midst of all her natiosal glory, 
ali but a small fraction of her people are wretched; 
and that wretchedaess frequently becomes despair, 
by the almost periodical fluctuations of ber mone- 
tary system. Sirong must be his infatuation, who 


can Cite England as evidence of the advantages of 


a paper currency. 1 should cié her as conclasive 
evidence of its pernicious effects. I do not sey, 


‘that system is the sole cause of the misery resting 


on her community, but l do say, that misery is 
aggravated and perpetuated by monopolies. 

How different is France, who has tried this sys- 
tem only ina very limited degree, Her inhabi- 
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tants almost all own and occupy a little piece of 
land, and her people are happy. Her national 
debt, though with the power of her arm she has 
shaken the political world to its centre, and been 
shaken in her tara, within the last half century, is 
but a quarter of that of England. She was aroused 
to an effort for freedom by the burden of her old 
national debt. I hope some good may come of the 
same evil in England. She has, I believe, nearly 
ten dollars in specie to one in paper, and no bank 
notes much less than one hundred dollars, 
white England has about half paper currency, 
and bank notes but little more than a quarter as 
large, which in a stress, are often reduced below 
five dullars. We, sir, notwithstanding our ablest 
statesmen of all parties deprecate is, have bank notes, 
sometimes even to fractional parts of a dollar. 
When the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr Os- 
poawe] the other day, was speaking of the sup- 
pression of sma'l bills as an experiment, I could 
bat think of the strong argument of a distinguished 
Senator, (Mr. Wessrer,)] in 1832, in favor of this 
measure. 


Holland, too, Mr. Chairman, has been sum- 
moned as a witness. Sir,she has had a bank for 
nearly two centuries. But let it not be forgotten 
that her commerce was in its zenith before. It was 
nearly half the commerce of all Europe. But the 
bank mania has never raged there, and those they 
have are conducted upon very restricted and safe 
principles. And what is the resul? An English 
writer tells us: “Holland is, and always has been, a 
country of short credit. Bankruptcy is rare.” 
That their national character is “solid, steady, 
quiet, laborious, eagerly intent on the accumulation 
of wealth, which they seek rather by economy, 
steadiness, and perseverance, than by speculation.” 
The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Ware] speaks 
of her taxes. Bat he forgot to tell us that her pc- 
pulation is small, and that she has been over and 
over again the theatre of contending nations. That, 
notwithstanding this, her short credit and no specu- 
lation system have made her the great creditor of 
the world. Buta short time since, she was about 
selling cut your own capital. 

Sir, this is a brief view of the money matters of’ 
some parts of Europe, to which honorable gentle- 
men have so often referred. I am no blind ad- 
mirer of Earope. Americans should inform them- 
selves for instruction; but we are a new people, try- 
ing a new system of national existence, and we 
should, after all, consult our own good sense, how 
best to improve the advantages. which God and na- 
ture have given us. 

Sir, shall we best improve these advantages by 
persevering in our present paper system? What 
has it led us to already? We have been hurried 
into a precocious system of expenditure, and al- 

our national debt proper is extinguished, 
yet the States owe Europe about two hundred mil- 
lions of dollars, three-fourths of which we have 
received in merchandise. In 1830 we were square 
with Earope. Now, some of the States owe there 
one-eighth of the amount of all the value of their 
real and personal estate! This immense debt 
bears an average interest of about five and a quar- 
ter per cent. and takes from us annually the sum of 
ten and a half millions of dollars, as interest alone. 
Pay back to them the excess of sp2cie we have re- 
ceived within a few years, and then aboat eight 
and a quarter miliions of annual interest will re- 
main. Already we have begun to pay this tribate, 
which, with the principal, mast be paid in otr pro- 
ductions. Last year, our exports of specie ex- 
ceeded the imports about eight millions! And 
-more—in the midst of all this fancied prozperiiy, 
with a territcry of about twelve hundred and cighty 
millions of acres, about six hundred and forty mil- 
lions of which are probably in the limits of actual 
occupancy, we bave been inporting our bread! 
Yes, Americans, with the fairest portion of God’s 
earth before them, to enter in fee simple and cuki- 
vate, have gone across the Atlantic, and run in 
debt, not only for clothes, but for food! 

Sir, I am po enemy to internal improvements. 
Rea! ones are an hcnor and advantage to a people. 
But the system must always bear ils own weight. 
A generation has no more right to fasten an enor- 
mous debt upon posterity, except for the preserva- 
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tion of a nation, than it has to impose servitude; 
for its payment is servitude. The true policy of 
nations, like that of individuals, is economy and 
prudence. But, sir, we have seen our condition a3 
to public debts. Are we better off as individuals? 
Are we not told by gentlemen of the Opposition, 
that ruin and distress prevail? Perhaps it isso. I 
hope it is not so bad as they assure us. Much 
allowance must be made for their groans just be- 
fore election. But, sir, Iam free to admit that, 
too regardless of the future, we have ron a wild 
career of ‘speculation and extravagance. Trade, 
and not work, has been our business. We are 
plunged into debt, and nothing but the recuperative 
energies of the people, developed by active indus- 
try, can relieve us. Those energies are almost in- 
vincible, when properly directed, and untrammeled 
by privileged restrictions, but with these. seasons 
of blight, like the present, will come. That one 
has come, I will not deny. Its cause, I do not 
doubt. My own State, with all her banks, could 
not escape. Her business men have felt the 


power of the law, which is sure to follow one of | 
Thave attempted to ascertain | 


these expansions. 
the amount of judgments recovered in that State, 
from May lst, 1837, to November 1st, 1839; that 
is, from the suspension of the banks to ovr last 
election. I was started at the result, and hope my 
information is incorrect. I shall give this iuforma- 
tion to my constituents, and should not have ad- 
verted to it here, did I not suppose this condition 
was too common to all the States. Failures 
throughout this Union have become familiar. 
Things were different forty years ago, when we 
had fewer banks. Then a “failure” was-a lasting 
disgrace. 
particular. 
We are told that this and the preceding Admi- 
nistrations are chargeable with this result. I re- 
gret that, on questions of suck importance, party 
politics had not been forgotten. But, sir, it is no 
doubt owing to our paper system. And who is 
chargeable with that? Gentlemen have read to us, 
to prove that General Jackson encouraged the 
banks to accommodate, after the removal of the 
deposites. 
do so? Who has forgotten the deafening clamor, 
the p'aintive prophecies, in and out of Congress, 


that the*business of the country would be mined, ; 
for want of bank facilities? Who has forgotten | 


the bitter denunciations against that veteran pa- 


triot, because he dared an attempt to check, in the ` 
least, the headlong career of the wild speculator, | 


by the “specie circular?” Sir, 1836 brought the 
rage of bankine.to its grand acme. In the Seere- 
tary’s tables, (2d sess. 24th Congress,) I find a'co- 
lumn of the capital of all the banks “paid in,” 
January Ist, 1836, and a column of those “autho- 
rizal,” December Ist, of the same year—eleven 
months only. Much of the latter increase, by sub- 
sequent events, no doubt, was never used, and the 
difference (over one hundred and sixty millions, in- 
cluding Territories) is not the precisé amount au- 
thorized by the several States in that period. But 
the columns are a fair indication of the spirit of the 
several Legislatures, relative to the system. I leave 
out the. Territories, but include this District, and 
charge it to Democratic account. If in the state- 
ment I am abont giving, I have mistaken the poli- 
tics of any Legislature, I hope gentlemen will cor- 


rect me. The account stands thus, in round num- 
bers: 
Whig. Democratic. 
Vermont, $1,000,000 Maine, $1,606,000 
Massachusetts, 10,500,000 Rhode Island, 350,090 
Pennsylvania, 41,000,000 New York, 6,000,000 
Delaware, 250,000 New Jersey, i 3,500,000 
Maryland, 21,000,000 District of Columbia, 1,000,000 
South Carolina, 2,250,00) Virginia, — 200,000 
Louisiana, 20,000,000 North Carolina, 1,000,000 
Tennessee, 1,000,000 Alabama, — 8,000,000 
Kentucky, 4,000,900 Mississippi, 12,700,000 
Indiana, 600,090 Illinois, 2,400,000 
Ohio, 4,500,000 aha 
$36,750,000 
106,100,000 


The present embarrassment are plainly attributable to exces: 
sive banking, and ite never failing consequences, and I leave it 
to all candid men to decide which of the two great partiesin 
this country, is the bank party. 

Sir, we have given a sketch of the paper system, at home 
and abroad. Facts prove its facilities fur plunging a nation 
into debt; and we have seen that in Europe, at least, communi- 
ties are happier with less, and more miserable with more ofit. 
Let us fora moment speak of principles. Are banks of service 


Now we have grown wiser, and are less ; 


Suppose we admit it, how came he to | 


in wart We have never had a National Bank in time of war. 
The battles were all fought, and the day gained, though peace 
was not declared before the Bank of North America was char- 
tered. The Bank of England stopped for nearly twenty-five 

ears, through the most critical period of England’s contests. 
No; it a nation is trustworthy, it can always borrow money on 
its own credit, Ifitisnot, banks will not trust it. 

Are they necessary in commerce? A tew may, 1f mos care- 
fully indulged, be very convenient. They are, as all expe- 
rience shows, never indispensable. Barter is the soul of com- 
merce, and the balances are regulated by bills of exchange. It 
is said that the billa of exchange negotiated in England, during 
the yaar 1825, amounted to nearly three thousand millions of 
dollars Specie would always be sufficient for the more minute 
balances. t epee must sooner or later pay the principal 
balances. If the Kentuckians send their produce to New 
York, they must take property, directly or indirectly, in pay- 
ment, or their trade must soon cease. If they require money 
alone, and want nothing from New York, or from those who 
trade with New York, the purchaser in New York, from the 
very nature of the case, soon has no means to buy. If, on the 
contrary, as is alwaysthe case, they must have the productions 
of other States, or countries, direct barter, or (temporarily) 
bills of exchange, is the natural mode of business. And as be- 
tween nations, one nation never uses the paper currency of 
another. 

So, too, its fickleness disappoints the farmer. He finds beef, 
or wool, or grain, high this year; but.as soon ashe has well 
turned to that,branch, a pressure is on the market, and he is in 
debt forhis outlay. These continual expansions and contrac- 
tions, of which paper currency is so naturally susceptible, and 
which inevitably happen, encourage the business nian to launch 
out in business and adventure, with an abundance of proffered 
facilities, owing to expansions, which are soon followed by con- 
tractions, which leave him unsupported to his fate. Al the 
world is awake with enterprise to-day; to-morrow, as it were, 
the stillness of Sabbath prevails. Like the opium eater, we 
feel strong, rich, and happy, under the stimulus, which is sure 
to leave us prostrate. This is its pernicious effect upon busi- 
ness alone, without taking into consideration the gambling and 
immoral spirit it infuses. These things are incident to the sys- 
tem from its very nature. Banks can be increased to any 
amount, for the borrowers can, and de establish them, (see Mr. 
Spencer’s Report as to the United States Bank stock,) and the 
amount of notes is illimitable. Not'so with specie. Nature 
has prescribed its amount. This is substantial and useful, and 
money the world fover; the other, is a mere promise, which 
even rümor may render valueless. God made one, man made 
the other. 


But we are told that we shall ruin credit, and one honorahle 
gentleman brings forward Franklin as its friend. Sir, such 
credit as Frankiin approved, no man would wishto destroy. 
That credit had its foundation ina character well established 
for honesty, capability, and industry, which every young man 
can establish, and without which he is not to be trusted. Sir, 
the young man in this country, of all others, should be encou- 
raged; for the world is before him, and his energies are not yet 
pent up by disfranchising customs. But he should not be en- 
ticed to bankruptcy and villany. Franklin advised him to ne 
such thing. He tanghthim that “an empty bag could not 
stand upright.” Thank God, with health, honesty, industry, 
and prudence, the young man in this country is sure of success. 
But why lure him on with this charm of credit, to dash his 
hopes, and tempt his morals, by an almost sure revulsion. 

But let us see what this credit costs. Take the ordinary ac- 
commodation of a country bank. Its average distance from its 
customers is considerable. The borrower sends for a thousand 
dollars for three months. To disburse the whole of it prudently, 
and to collect it ready at the day, require, say ten days each, 
Perhaps it will cost him five dollais to send for it. The dis- 
count, the interest on the losttime,and the expense of obtain- 
ing, are in all about ten anda half per cent. The loans and 
discounts, in 1837, were five hundred and twenty-five millions; 
ten anda half per cent. on this, would be over fifty-five mil- 
lions. This, I admit, is a little too high, asit treats them all 
as country banks. ‘The interest on this same sum, at seven 
per cent. wouldbe thirty-six and three-quarter millions—dif- 
ference is over eighteen millions. But there is another view. 
I have ascertained from iutelligent gentlemen atthe head of 
them, the annual expenses of a city bank, and of acountry bank 
of ordinary capital and business, in my own State. Those of the 
city bank amount to ten thousand dollars, besides taxes, which 
are five thousand dollars ‘fhe country bank to about four thou- 
sand dollara, and taxes two thousand eight hundred dollara— 
average $10,900. There are nine hundred banks; total expen- 
diture, at that rate, would be nine millions eight hundred ard 
ten thousand. The capital of these banks is about three hun- 
dred and fifty-eight millions. ‘They usually divide from eight 
to ten per cent.; and, including their surplus, (according to Mr. 
Toland’s report, the United States Bank, after being in opera- 
tion sixteen years, had forty-two millions surplus, although Mr. 
Spencer, now Secretary of State in New York, in the third 

ear of its existence, reported to Congress that it had violated 
its charter in four particulars,) undoubtedly make at Jeast ten 
per cent. on their capital, probably much more. It must be 
profitable business, or real estate would not be mortgaged as 
stock. Ten per cent. is nearly $36,000,000, which, added. to the 
expenditures above, make nearly forty-six millions, which these 
accommodations cos: the borrower, not imclading loss of time 
in its use, or the borrower’s expense of doing the business. Jn- 
deed, from al) I can learn, the annual expense of banking is 
about three per cent. on the capital. But.deduct the taxes, as 
they are not lost to the people, and I find the average expenses, 
including salarics, rent, postage, &c. is about seven thousand 
dollars. The amount, then, it coste to work the nine hundred 
banksgis about six and cne-third millions annnally, which isa 
dead loss to the nation, unless counterbalanced by the general 
benefits of the system. 

Is this such credit as a prudent father can recommend to a 
son? Sir, the system produces nothing. Labor, only, creates 
wealih. Allthe promises in the world, either bank or indivi- 
dual, add nothing to the aggregate property In the world. A 
beneficent God, when he said, “In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread,” a decree which no device of man can evade 
knew that by industry alone, man would increase his goods, add 
to his comforts, and embellish the globe he inhabits. Mother 
Earth is the only bank which never suspends. She issues post 
notes, it is true, but she pays interest—ten, twenty, fifty, and 
sometimes one, or two, or even three hundred per cent.. Sir, 
farming is more profitable to the American “lords of the soil” 


than banking. . >: 
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' But waare told that the poor laborer will be distressed; and 
this has been the burden ofa speech of an honorable Senator, 
which has been scattered to every corner, for electioneering 

urposes, Sir, this cry is the veriest demagogueism. Is the 
poor laborer of this free country like the serf of Russia, that we 
are to mete out his living? Are they so abject that they need 

cial legislative care? No,sir; they take care of us, and will 
look well to ua, instead of our taking care of them. They are 
an intelligent, independent race of freemen, and scorn any thing 
but equal privileges. They that are poor to-day, may soon be 
rich. The wide world is open to them; and so Jong as we have 
more than a million of square miles of land, not even surveyed, 
labor, in the country atleast, will be high, and we need fear no 
vile servitude, unless it be by the uawarned, insidious approach 
of grasping monopoly. But suppose it were otherwise—I have 
ail labor only creates wealth. Who does the labor? The poor 
laborer. Who, then, is te pay our European debt, the offspring 
ofthis banking system, which cannot be paid in promises? The 
laborer. Why pays the six millions to carry on the banks? The 
laborer. Who supports the speculator? The laborer. Think 
you the laborer gains by this extra burden? Whose eB are 
the last to rise, and the first to fall? What benefit is it to a la- 

borer to raise his wages from seventy-five cents to a dollar a 
day, and raise fiour from five dollars to ten dollars? Has the 
laborer, with a family to support, got rich within a few years 
past? What benefit to give him a brisk business, with extrava- 

ant prices and increased expenses this year; next, throw him 
entirely out of employment, or make him work for a bare sub- 
sistence? In whose hands were most of the bills of one hundred 
and sixty banks, which broke between 1811 and 1830?, How 
can a poor man, who wishes to “go West” to buy his “sec- 
tion,” eafely “lay up” a paper dollar? Sir, in this country, 
with all its advantages, a steady currency is best for all. Specie 
alone, frum its nature, is so. It is best for the inanufacturers; 
for our high prices induce the foreiguer to flood us with his 
merchandise, Better for the agriculturist, for he can export 
nothing; jt cesta too much here; and beside, though he may do 
well this year, in the language of Mr. Clay his grain perishes 
unthreshed next. His average gains for a series of years are 
less. The farm produces no more; and if there is a charm in 
mere nominal prices, without eubstantial gain, why not at once 
¢all an ounce of silver five dollars? This would be moré*rational 
than by a paper inflation. ‘fhe system, like a certain plant, ex- 
pands with all the blandishments of hope, only to contract, and 

crush to death all within its folds. j 

Sir, I wish to create no prejudice against those who have en- 
gaged in banking. They are no doubt good citrzens—certainly 
those with whom Iam acquainted—and have only consulted 
their own interests, like all the rest of the world. It is the sys- 
tem which I doubt. I throw out these hints, and I cannot for- 
Dear adding that our present condition is a practical illustration 
of my temarks. Though in the midst of banks, we are in the 
midst of debr, terete and domestic, and in the midst of distress, 
as we are told every hour. Promises will no longer avail us— 
no relief but a da t law, or go to work, live economically, 
and work it out. 

But it is gaid injustice will be done to the honest debtor—he 
Who, perhaps, owes fora farm, purchased on credit at these high 
prices. Sir, injustice was done to the man who sold a farm upon 
credit, before the rise. ‘the money he received would not have 
bought a fifth part of his farm back. ‘The system is full of in- 
justice. But I feel, deeply feel, the force ofthe appeal. Butthe 
remedy, as I shall show in the conclusion of my remarks, be- 
Jonge atone tothe States. Whether they wili be inclined to ap- 
ply the kuife at once, or gradually bring the system to its proper 


evel, is not for me to say. In its present unnatural state, all. 


can see it cannot endure, even if all were so agreed. If left to 
me, T should hesitate before I added to the embarrassment al- 
ready felt. T do not believe this measure will do so in the 
jeas. But, from its own elements, a change or annihi. 
Jation of this paper ‘system must come. Mr. Crawford, 
im the ablest production of his hfe said, in 1920, when 
‘wo were in a like condition: “Jt is, then, believed that 
the evils felt in those sections of the Union, where the distress is 
moet general, will not be extensively relieved by the establish- 
‘ment of a national currency. The eufferings which have heen 
produced by the efforts that have been made to resume and con- 
tinue specie payments, have been great. They are not termina- 
ted, and must continue until the value of property and the price 
-of labor shall assume that relation to the precious metals which 
our wealth and industry, compared with those of other States, 
“shall enable us to retain. Until thisshail be effected, an abortive 
attempt, by the substitution of a paper currency. to arrest the 
‘evils we are suffering, will produce the most distressing conse- 
quences. The sufferings which are passed will, in such an 
‘event, recur with additional violence; and the nation will again 
find itself in the situation which it held atthe moment when 
Rpecie payments were resumed.” But, sir, we have no power 
to interfere; and the discussion ofthis whole subject belongs to 
-the States, and would have been gladly avoided by me, had it 
not been drawn in as a principal topic by our opponents. 

But my colleague [Mr. Marvin]says the precious metals are 
insufficient in quantity, and lose by abrasion. The first objec- 
tion I think unsustained by fact. Withdraw your paper, and 
rpecis will increase. In France the currency is about ten- 
elevenths ie—in England half, while here it has been as low 
as one-third; and of the actual circulation, no doubt more than 

nineteen-twentieths were paper. As toattrition or abrasion; he 
_ Will, I think, find a satisfactory answer in the report of Senator 
Sanford, in 1830. He there thinks coin should be recoined when 
four per cent. is abraded, though then it still retains the impres- 
sion. In ordinary use, to wear away the eagle or dollar, four per 
cent. he found required two huncred years; the half eagle and 
half dollar one hundred. Then the piece should be recoined. 
‘By this we see the entire amount of the orginal eagle and dollar 
would not be abraded shori of five thousand years; and that of 
the half eagle and half doslar two thousand five hundred years, a 
very different material from that of the other currency, My col- 
Jeague says Mr. Jacobs suggeste that the dark ages might have 
been owing to the decrease of the specie by abrasion. Sir, if 
scarcity of specie has this effect, I am not certain but the dark 
ages will return. Ifthis system is gontinued, soon none but the 
-antiquary will show us coin. Even our lexicographers are 
changing the very definition of “money,” as every gentleman 
“may see who has the curiority lo examine. i 
But another colleague [Mr. Barnarp] thinks the use of hard 
money induces to crime. Bir, I wil] state a few facts in reply. 
‘Mr, McCulloch informs ua thagin 1820 there were seventy-seven 
caphat convictions for forging Bank of England notes, and two 


hundred and seventy-five convictions for having them in possts- | 


sion. Total, three hundred and fifty-two; and that seven hun- 
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dred and seventy-two of such convictions took place in three 
years. And for ten years previous to 1831, that Bank lost, in 
forgeries on the funds alone, ever one hundred and ninety-four 
thousand dollars per annum. 

Mr. Chairman, but three plans for keeping the national trea- 
sure have been suggested. One, by the State banks, is, I Lelieve, 
repudiated. Ihave heard no advocate for it here. But not so 
with a National Bank. But a short time since an honorable 
member from Vermont (Mr. EversTT] told us this wasa “by 
gone” question. In the debate on this bill, I understood my 
colleague [Mr. Hunt] to say, “lt was notto be spoken cf.” 
But, sir, we are now assured that they are sanguine of success 
in the approaching political contest. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Cusninc] told us a few days since, that he 
saw the “Aurora ofa brighter day,” and that “Dr. Harrison” 
is about to be called in. And the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. Pops} comes forward with a matured plan for a National 
Bank, which he openly advocates here, and says Mr. Harrison 
will not veto it. Sir, Ido not know whether General Harrison 
is a doctor or a nurse; but lam quite certain that, if called in, 
“plasters” will be the prescription. “Aurora” I think an apt 
figure. She was somewhat inclined to amours. The gentle- 
man’s party has formed some strange attachments. She ap- 
peared veiled, too. The gentleman will not mistake the ap- 
plication. But these prophecies are periodical. They come 
as often as the Olympiads, or are rather a leap year inspi- 
ration. Butexperience has shown them false oracles. Itis 
now day, and none but owlish visions deny it. The people 
are not dissatisfied with this Administration; and if they were, 
I think when they see the greedy swarm of office seekers, 
who are the most anxious for a change, they will remember the 
fable ofthe Fox andthe Flies. Still gentlemen have excited 
theirown delusive hopes, until they are bold enough to speak 
out. Not only the gentleman from Kentucky, but two other 
gentlemen from that State, [Messers. Unpzrwoop and An- 
DREWS, Jand one from Tennessee, [Mr. CROCKETT, ) have spoken 
out without reserve, in favor ofa National Bank. Recently the 
Whig Governor of Connecttcut, flushed with victory, forgot 
his caution; and I may add, I have-not heard a Whig member 
on tbis floor, during this debate, whose argument has not been, 
expressly or impliedly, mere or less in its favor, and not one in 
the leastcondemnatory. Sir, what would be the first act of 
that party ifin power? Every man can answer. A tendency 
to a Nationa! Bank is Whig polarity,and distress the wind of their 
hopes. ‘This bank question islike an insidious disease, hanging 
about the Constitution, ready, at every derangement, to seize 
and hurry it to death. 

The gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Rayner) told us 
the people were like certain British troops of Waterlco, begging 
to engage in the contest. Sir, the similitude is apposite. Cer- 
tain crowned heads decreed that a gallant people should be go- 
verned by the last fragment ef a worthless and saamani heodsd 
race, which that people had unanimously rejected. At Water- 
loo that decree was executed. So here, a free people have so- 
lemly decided that they will not be controlled by a National 
Bank. Opposition gentlemen may carry out the parallel. Sir, 
I believe such an institution unnatural, unnecessary, and unau- 
thorized—a fungus upon the Constitution. And when Ithink 
of its immense power, over the debtors, it would have in every 
city and hamlet; of its loans to legislators and editors, and its 
other “business transactions;” of its enormous electioneering 
powers, already proved; and of the attachment of a certain 
cae to this institution—I have no hope but in “eternal vigi- 
ance. i 

We are often teld:here, by our opponents, of the overwhelm- 
ing power of Andrew Jackson. Suppose he had been a bad 
man, with an obsequious National Bank of seventy milliens at 
his heels! Sir, strong as he was in the affections of the people, 
he would probably have been conquered in that memorable 
struggte, had it not become bank against bank. Whether that 
conflict was about intentionally or accidentally, it was alike 
providential. The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr Pope} tells 
usa National Bank will be “a bond of union.” Sir, it would 
be a chain of bondage, which nothing but a revolution. would 
ever break. But, thanks to the “old hero,” the tocsin has becn 
heard, the people aroused, and they will never allow themselves 
again to be either coaxed or tortured into similar danger. They 
aredetermined to practise Jeffersonian principles. They feel 
and know that a strange power, unnamed in, and unknown to, 
their sacred compact, cannot be safe to their liberties, or com- 
patible with their self-government. 

Sir, as to the details of the bill before us, notwithstanding all 
the ebjections urged against it, it meets my approbation. I be- 
lieve it will lessen the patronage of the Administiation. No 
patronage is so dangerous as the control of banking interests. 

ut my colleague [Mr. Marvin] says the expense of the collec- 
tion of our revenue has acd will increase. Sir, I believe the 
four last years of the table he held in his hand show the very 
lowest “rate per cent. on imports.” The very next column in 
that table shows this. Besides, the weights and measures for 
the States, and some cutters in the Florida service, I am teld, 


are included. Mr. Woodbury, who is never caught napping, 


has also recommended a reduction of officers in that depart- 
ment. 

Nor, sir, do I believe this measure will destroy credit, or 
destroy the banks, but will, on the contrary, act as a well ad- 
justed balance wheel to the system. And, unlike Opposition 
gentlemen, I see nothing like a Government hank in it; and am 
surprised that the advocates of a National Bank should be so 
alarmed, if there were. But, say gentlemen, the money will 
not be so safe asin a bank. But they forget that a bank has 

at liabilities, besides the claiin for public deposites. They 
orget all experience too. Sir, who has forgotten the recent em- 
hezziements by acashier of an Albany bank? The same of a 
Philadelphia bank? And more recently still, of a Virginia 
bank, and many other cases, in some of which, half of a large 
capital was gone, before the slightest suspicion? By the char- 
ter, the bond ofthe cashier of the United States Bank might 
beenly fifty thousand dollars. Mr. McCulloch informs us that, 
in 1803, the Rank of England Jost, by the fraud of one of ils 
cashiers, (Astlett,) more than one and a half millions of dollars; 
and that bank lost a stiil larger sum by the forgeries of Fauntle- 
roy, the banker. Banks are in human kecping, and exposed to 
the frailties of our cature. This hill contains the severest 
checks. But, say, they, this will benefit those who live upon 
salaries. Reduce them if too high. But it will give Govern- 
ment a better currency than the people have, The Constitution 
knows but one currency, and the people ehould be content 
with none other. And whots the Government, but the mere 
“servants of the people? Bir, there is no such thingas the Go- 
vernment’smoney. The people own it all. And, too,is an 
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answer to the foolish cry of the “purse and sword.” Not @ 
dollar can the President touch, without leave of the owne:s. 
Mr. Chairman, I regret that, in the discussion of a question 
so important, the debate should have contained any thing but 
argumentand reason. I regretted to hear one of my colleagues 
charge this and the last Administration as “faithless and trea- 
cherous,” and to hear some harsh language from another. As a 
New Yorker, I wish some one else had said those things. Sir, 
it was easy for the President to have yielded to the clamor ex- 
cited by the banks; to have “eased away,” and gone with the 
current. It would have been easy for the late Presidentto have 
done so in relation to a National Bank. What, then, but a 
sense of duty, andthe hope of approval by the people and future 
generations, could have induced them to brave such bitter, hoa- 
tility. Sir, approving consciences, and a candid world will 
amply repay them. These tests will eendtheir names down to 
agrateful posterity, and are most fortunate for them; and such 
is my admiration of this bill, that Ideem my ability to vote for 
it, most important for me. But the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr. BıppLe} has been more particular. In his remarka 
yesterday, he spoke with great severity of our present Chief 
Magistrate. He denies him talent, and adduces as evidence of 
that, that he did not argue some Jaw case after it reached the 
court here. I deny the conclusion. So greatis the amount 
and importance of the business of some professional gentlemen 
of that State, that no other businere would justify their absence. 
But what do my Whig colleagues say to this? The man who 
successfully competed with our Emmet, Van Vechten, Henry 
Williams, and al) the others of that galaxy of professional 
talent, as bright as cver adorned a har, has, alter all, but inferior 
talents! Sir, his bitterest political opponents ever accorded to 
him the first rank in ability, and every trial, in stations the 
most trying to the powers of man, has approved their judgment. 
But he brings another charge—that he did not bear arins during 
the last war. Sir, his services at that critical period were moet 
important to the country. The journals of my own State show 
what they were. He was the right arm of the patriotic Tomp- 
kins, and by his ability the support of that great State was ef- 
fectually given to the war. The “classification” bill, and many 
other matters, are lasting monuments of his zeal and patriotism 
in those trying times. No New Yorker ever presumes to doubt 
this. But he supported Clinton and not Madison. Sir, T have 
in my hand the addrees of the New York Committee, acting for 
the Stale Committee, at that period, to which ? find high Demo. 
cratic names, and in which they say, they were not enemies to 
Mr. Madison, but preferred Mr. Clinton, because they believed 
he would prosecute the war with more vigor. He wasof their 
own State, and they supported him, not that they loved Madison 
less, but Clinton more. Butonce more: I understood the hono- 
rable gentleman to say that Clinton, in his dying moments, 
execrated Mr. Van Buren for treachery. Does any man in New 
York believe this? Do not circumstances preclude it. Were not 
these illustrious men friends at that time.and have not the grateful 
sonsof the one, since felt the effectsof that friendship. Bir, the 
gentleman says Patrick Henry, had he known certain things, 
would have desired to have been buried with his face down- 
ward. Clinton, too, I believe, would rather have been so bu- 
ried than to have his grave made a speaking trumpet to slander 
his friend. Sir, to the gentleman from Pennsylvania I accord 
superior talents; and none, unwarped by prejudice, can deny 
the same, in a most eminent degree, to the object of his attack. 
So far, then, they are kindred and lofty spirits; and I regret 
that, in the honorable gentleman’s valedictory, he should have 
shot a Parthian arrow, tipped with the poison of personal vitre 
eration. ; 
p Mr. Chairman, a word upon the “divorce,” so called, and I 
havedone. Gentlemen implore Government to give the people 
a good currency. Sir, ina Republican Government thè con- 
federated power should be simple, well authorized, and. well 
defined. In the exercise of its functions there should be no as- 
sumption of doubtful authority. A rule of clear right only can 
preserve harmony in the whole. If restrained by stri¢t con: 
struction, none can complain. What right, then, has Congress 
togive acurrency to theStates? By what clause in the Conati- 
tution? Does not that fix the currency, as far as we can inter- 
Teret How humiliating to these States would be such a step, if 
submitted to! It would bea great stride to consolidated power. 
No. There is the instrument. By itall must act. Nor, sir, 
would it be wise to do so, if we had the power. Dangerous to 
the purity of our elections would it be to mingle with them 
questions on the currency. These latter appeal to the cupidity 
of man, and excite his worst passions. It would be a bribery 
upon the elective franchise. The very principle degrades tite 
free elector. Ifthe price current is to elect our President, lèt us 
nominate a Jew, and fill that high office with some deep 
scheming broker at once. Matas 
Sir, this bill proposes to disconnect Government from àll 
these dangers; to place us above their reach, and leave nought 
upon all but their plainest constitutional dun: For this alone 
it is worthy the support of every freeman, who feels how dan: 
gerous it is to add the ebbs and flows of monetary, influence of 
£ 


the deep surgesofthe political tempest. 
SPEECH OF MR. SLADE, 


OF VERMONT, 


In the “House of Represertatives, on fhe \8th and 20th 
January, 18}0—On the right of petitio the power of Con- 
gress to abolish slavery and fhe slave trgde in the District of 

faithlof the Ngfth and the South to 

itutign, and the principtes, 


resolution or other paper tou 
such memorial, petition, resol 
as objected to, and the questio € 
the table, without debate or further action thercon”’— 

Mr. SLADE said he had not intended, | i 
address the Houre on the general question of slavery, pending 
the present discussion, Jt had been his purpose to confine 
himself, in the remarks he had thought to make upen the 
proposition before the House, to a consideration of ite a urdity 
as a rule, and its effect in abridging the right of petition. But 
the course which the detate had taken, and the great freedom 
with which gentlemen from the South had assailed those of the 


North who had petitioned for the abolition of slavery and the 
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slavetrade in the District of Columbia, had induced him to 
Chaage Ne starininalion, He no longer ieit himself at liberty 
to refrain from going into the great question, though he felt quite 
unprepared to do it at the present time. The discussion of that 
quesiion had been broughton by Southern gentlemen; and ke 
could not hesitate to meet them upon it prom ly. 

But, in doing this, Mr. 3. eaid he koali iad himself re 
strained, a3 wei! by his respect tor the House, as by conaidera- 
tions of a higher character, from indulging in the recrimina- 
tiona which seme remarka he had hear’ had tendad to provoke. 
Ih was hie purposa toaddress himself ta the subject; and he in- 
vended, if he could not du it justice, at least to discuss it in a 
manner besoming its grave importance and high character; and 
if, in the ardor of debate, he shouki say any thing personally 

ve to any, he begged to give assurance that it would be 
altogether unintentional, 
ABSURDITY OF THE PROPOSED RULE. 

The proposition (said Mr. 5.) before the [louse is toamend its 

rales, by providing that all petiiions or other papers touching 
the abolition of alavery or the slave trade in any District, State, 
or Territory of the United States shall, upon presentation, be 
considered as being objected to, and the question of their recep- 
tioa thereupon be laid upon the table without debace, 

Ny fiex objection to this rule (said Mr. S.) ia, that it involves 
ao urdity. Itis sought to make this one of the standing rules 
of the House. Now; sir, whatis a ruie? It is defined to be 
“that which as seuled by authority or custom, for guidance and 
direction.” Tunisia in accordance with the caption of our rules, 
which is as follows: “Standing rules and orders for conducting 
business in the House of Representatives af the United States.’ 
They are to teguiace the condacting of business, But is the 
proposition before ua of the nature of a guide or regulator for 
the conducting of business? The essentia element of business 
je action. But does this proposition contemplate any future ac- 
tion of the House? No. It anticipates and entirely eupersedes 

‘dhat action. k, in the first place, declares that, upon the pre- 
sentation of petitions and pap-rs of a certain character, their 
reception shail be considered as being objected to, No actual 
odjection 18 contemplated; but it is declared, beforehand, that 
an objection shail be considered as being made. Is this a rule 
of action? It supersedes action. 

again: The proposed rule declares that the question of re- 
ception, thus raised by a parliamentary fiction, shall be laid 
upon the table. Now, when the case shall arise, and the ques- 
tion of recaption shali be laid upon the table, what wili lay it 
onthe table? It will be this rule—noi the action of the House 
atthetime, That will have been anticipated and superseded. 
And yet this is to be called a standing rule for the conducting of 
the business of the House! Can any thing be more abeurdt 

But, to make thisadsurdity still more apparent, let us look 


at the contemplated rule in connection with the twenty-first of , 


the present rules, That ru'e deciares that “the petitions having 
besa presented and disposed of, reports from cominitiees shail 
be called fur an:! dispose lo® Resvlutioas shali tnen be called 
for in the same onler, and disposed of by the same rules which 
oy to petitions.” The disposition of petitions, resolutions, 
and reports here provided for, evidently contemplates the action 
ef the House when they are presented. Such disposition con- 
stitutes a partof the actual business of the House. It is, to 
do something withthem. And yet, if the proposition before us 
becomes a rule, that something will have been done, in effect, 
mentha, perhaps, befvre—teaving absolutely nothing to be done 
when the ate presented. 

Bat, further: The Connstitution declares that “each House 
shall keep a journal of iis proceedings” Now, let us see how 
the Clerk will journalize the proceedings unde: this rule. Sup- 
pore it ta ba siopiec on the Ist of February. Oa the lst of 

uly next petitions are presented which come withinit. What 
will be the entry on our journal? To make it correspond with 
the rea! nature of this proceeding, it should be as follows: __ 

On the firat of July, 1910, Mr. Apams presented the petition 
of fivehundred men aod five hundred women of Plymouth 
county, Massachusetts, praying fue the abolition of sl:very in 
the District of Columbia, which was considered as being ob- 

d to; and the question of its reception was laid upon the 
‘table by a vote of the House on the first of February, 1810. 

Such would be the absurdity of the journal, if it were to tell 
the truth; because the truth would be, that there would no ac- 
taal proceeding on the petition on the day of its presentation. 
The action of the louse would have been on the first of Febru- 
ary, aad not on the first of July; and the journal could not be a 
journal of its praceedings on the latter day. The receptivn of 
the petition wouk! not be objected to on the first of July, but on 
the fira of February; while the action of tie Mouse whica 
weuld lay the question of reception un the table would have 
been on the first of February, and not on the firstof July. | 

There would seem to be but one way of avoiding this ab- 
geciity, and that would be by giving such aconstruction to the 
rule as to compel some member toebject on the first of July to 
the reception of the petition, and to compel a majority of the 
members to vote on that day to lay the question of reception on 
the table! I need! not say in what a ridiculous and degrading 

ition this would place the House. It would, however, not be 
more ridiculous or degrading than for the House to si: here on 
that day, and witness the silent disposition of petitions under 
this rule, aa has ocen witnessed under the operation of former 
Either of the results alluded to would be in perfect 

ping with the folly and absurdity of the whole gag system, 
from the Pinckney gag of 1836 to tne new-fangled gag we are 


Botagain. What becomes of the rig'it of the: members of 
this House to vote on the first of July next on the question ef the 
receptio of the petition, in the case Ihave supposed? Who 
can constitutionally deprive meof that right, and of the exer- 
cise of it by my yea or nay, provided I can obtain for that pur- 
poas the reques: of onc-fifth of the members present on that 


Tin denial of the right of voting would wear a more striking 
appearance of usurpation—though it would not he more so in 

inciple—in its application to new members, who might come 
foto engress, after the adoption of this rule, to fill vacancies; 
or in Ke application to those who, like the New Jersey members, 
may nothave been able to obtain their seats until after the 
adoptions of the rule. 

fu that such a member, on taking his seat, presentsa 

tition, and moves that it be referred to a committee—what 
will be his astonishment on being told by the Chair that the pe. 
tition cannot be referred, and that even no motion to refer it can 
de entertained? But, says the astonished member. Mr. Speaker, 
this isa petition from my constituents, which I wish to have this 
louse receive and consider; nd 1 move that it be received and 


referred. TheChair, you respond, informs the gentleman that 
this petition ia considered as being objected to, and that the 
question of its reception is laid upon the table. Considered as 
being objected to? replies the member. Considered? What 
does this mean? It was considered as being objected to on the 
first of February last, replies the Chair. But, says the mem- 
ber—his astonishment increasing—this petition was not in ex- 
istence on the first of Februa. That, youreply, makes no dif- 
ference; the House considered that it might come into existence, 
and be presented here; and considered it proper that, when ıt 
should, it should be considered as being objected to, and it is 
therefore now considered as being objected to, and the question 
of its reception is laid upon the table. Laid upon the table! 
exclaims the member. How is it laid upon the table? Nobody 
has moved to Jay it on the table, and there has been no vote to 
that effect. How, then, is it laid upon the table? By a vote of 
the House on the first of February last, replies the Speaker. 
The first of February last! says the member. This petition 
was not then in being, and J, the Representative of the petition- 
ers, was not here to vote. Before the question of the reception 
of this petition shall be decided; I claim the right to vote upon 
it, and to record that vote on your journal. The gent’eman, you 
reply, Cannot be allowed this privilege. ‘The question of recep- 
uon is considered as made, and that question is laid upon the 
table; and the gentleman will take his seat ! 

Thus ends the farce—a farce which J have seen acted over 
here a hundred times, in varied forms, during the last four 
years, though under the operation of gags which, for refinement 
of absurdity, can pretead to no equality with this, 

But, Mr. Speaker, there is another view in which the infringe- 
ment of right by the rule in question appears yet more flagrant. 
It really amounts to an enactment by this House that no peti- 
tion for the abolition of slavery or the slave taade shall be re- 
ceived. Iiseems, I know, to be otherwise. But it seems one 
thing while it is another; for, after the enactment of the farce 
which the rule contemplate, the peiition is still left in the 
hands which presentedit. Thisis the inevitable result, from 
the nature of the proceeding. The order is, not that the petition 
shall be laid upon the table, but that the question of its recep- 
tion shall be thus disposed of. But does the laying of the ques- 
tion of reception on the table amount to the reception itself} It 
seems to me that this involves a manifes: contradiction; for, if 
such isthe effect of laying that question on the table, then it 
puts the House in possession of the petition, and thus accom- 
plishes the very thing wh.ch the motion to lay the question of 
reception on the table was intended to prevent. 

The result to which this process of reasoning brings us is in 
accordance with the fact; for, in point of fact, the petition does 
not pass out of the hands of the member presenting it until the 
quietus is given to the question whether it shall pass out of his 
hands and be received, by the vote to lay that question on the 
table. All that has ever passed from the member to the clerk is 
the mere annunciation of the petition. Nothing 18, in fact, re- 
ceived, but annunciation. The petition, therefore, in point of 
fact, a3 well as in cunteinplation of parliamentary law, remains 
in the hands of the member presenting it. ` 

So, then, whatever may be the strictly parliamentary result 
of the magic operation of this rule, the gubstance of it, all can 


see, is, that the petition has, to all substantial purposes, been | 


rejected, and the petitioner treated with contempt. 
ABRIDGEMENT OF THE RIGHT OF PETITION. 

The petitions being thus left in the hands of the members 
Presenting them, we are brought to the main objection—name- 
ly, that the effect of the rule would be to abridge the right of pe- 
tition. The Constitution (Art. l of the amendments) declares 
that “Congress shall makeno law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the peo- 
ple peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for 
a redress of grievances.” , 

“Petition.” What isit? Toask for something desired; and 
to ask of some being—individual or aggregate—who has ears 
to hear. 1 is essential, then, tothe enjoyment of the right of 
petition, that the petitioner should have access to the ear of 
power. It would bea mockery for power to say the right is 
perfect, and yet shut itself up beyon: the reach of the vision or 
the voice of supplication. ‘The eyes of the Lord are upon the 
righteous, and his ears are open to their cry.” What would 
the privilege of prayer be worth, if the eais of Divine mer- 
cy were not “open?” “Oh thou that hearest prayer,” was 
the exclamation of David It has hence become a part of 
the descmptiun of the Almighty that He is “the hearer of 
prayer.” 

Suppose we draw a line around this Capitol, and say to the 
peopie, hitherto may you come with your petitions, but no fur- 
ther; and then tell thein that they still have the right of peti- 
tion, beeause they have the use of pen, ink, and paper, and may 
draw up their petitions. Would not this be an insulting mocke- 
ry? If they may not come within that line, or what is essen- 
ally thesane thing, if they may not get their petitions to our 
cars, might they not just as well send them to the British Parlia- 
ment as t) send them here? 


In defining the right of petition, I have anticipated, to some 
extent, the question, whether it would be abrilged by the adop- 
tion and enforcement of the proposed rule. That rule, as I have 
ahown, in effect refuses the reception of the petition, and leaves 
it in the hands of the petitioner. Or, if I am not correctin this 
view of the effect of the rule, and, under it, the petition must go 
to the table, it is substantially the same thing, because in that 


case, to all practical purposes, the hearing and considering of | 


the prayer is refused. Whatever speculations there may be as 
to the critical construction of the rule, every petitioner will 
see and feel that his petition is rejected The language the 
the proceeding is, We will not hear you! If this does not 
abridge the right of petition, 1 should be glad to learn what 
would abridge it. 

Mr. Speaker, if we make the order now contemplated, how 
long think you will it he before we shall be called on to make an 
order that no petition touching the subject of slavery shall be 
presented here? Nothing would be more natural thea such a 
transition; for, in the firsi place, the adoption of the rule now 

sed will evince a dispo 
Pihet. if necessary; and, in the next place, it will increase the 
disposition of the people to petition; and they will petitioni an 
til, to get rid of the annoyance, and to avoid the moral influ- 
ence of the apnunciation of their petitions here, their very pre- 
sentation will be suppressed. And next will come a law making 
it penal to present such petitions. Let noone start at t iaae 
estion, for such a law would not be a plainer violation o re 
natitution than was the bill which came near passing 


that there is no want ofa disposition to go | 


poa 


: 


Reriais; prohibiting the transportation ofabolition papers by the 
m 


ail. Sa 

The rule before us may seem to some a very small affair; 
but smaller encroachments on popular rights than this have 
grown toa fearful magnitude. The history ef all usurpations 
shows that the disposition for encroachment uniformly increases 
with its acquisitions of power. The voraciousness of appetite 
is augmented by the aliment on which it teeds. 

Sir, it is like the letting out of waters. There was a striking 
example of this in my own State. A few boye thought to have 
alittle amusement by cutting a trench in the bank of a large 
pond, that they might see the discharge of the water into an 
adjoining ravine. The trench was cut, and the water began to 
run. But their amusement was soon changed into terror; for 
the running water gradually found its way to the quicksand, 
when the channel suddenly deepened—the earth trembled— 
and the boys escaped for their lives; while the rushing wa- 
ters swept away the bank, and the whole pond soon moved 
onward, carrying before it trees, fences, mills, and dwellings 
n miid and wanton desolation, until it reached a neighboring 
ake. 

Such was the emptying of Glover pond. Itis buta faint eme 
blem of what we may expect if we let out the waters ‘through 
the channel we are now cutting. Sir, our motto should be, 
obsta principiis—stand upon your principles. In such a case, 
let there not Le the slightest abandonment of them. [Let no sug- 
gesnons ef temporary expediency be listened to for a moment. 
„et it be remembered that the course which may be now adapt. 
ed, as an expedient to suppressthe utterauce of hostility to ela. 
very, may hereafter be drawn into a prececent to justify at- 
tempts to suppress the popular voice on other subjects, and that 
thus, gathering strength, encroachment may go on Tom cons 
quering to conquer, until itshali sweep away the whole bar- 
rier which the Constitution has interposed as a security to the 
right o petition; and with it, at las:, all the guarantees of popu- 
ar rights. 

Mr. Speaker, the principles we are about to adopt has im. 
menge bearings. Let its tendency be well considered. There 
is no matter of public concernment to which it may not be 
made toapply—no great interest ia the country which it may 
not reach. ; : 

Suppose the Southshould, at some future time, find it neces- 
sary to petition fora reductionof a high tariff; what would hin- 
der the application of the principle of the contemplated rele 
(which might have gained great strength by use) to that case? 
And how would Southern gentlemen feel, to be met here by the 
application and enforcement of such a rule as this? How would 
they tike a sweeping order, under which the petitions of their 
constituents should be considered as objected to, and considered 
aa laid udon the table? What d2monstrations of indignation 
and wrath might not be expected; and especially from the re- 
presentatives or that State (Virginia) in which originated the 
amendment of the Constitution expressly inhibiting an abridg- 
ment of the right of petition? How bitter would be the cup— 
returned to their own lips—which they are now endeavoring to 
force to the lips of others. 

I have spoken of petitions from the South. But the applica- 
tion may be made to petitions from other quarters—to petitions, 
for example,from the North and East for an increase of duties for 
the protection of their industry. By and by, petitions may come 
pouring in here for an investigation into the corruptions and 
abuses of the Executive Government—(and I tell you, sir, they 
will come, unless abuses and corruptions are speedily checked) 
—and then it will be very convenient for power to take shelter 
behind such a sweeping rule as this. The fear of excitement is 
now a prominent reason for suppressing petitions; then it will 
be a fear of exposure! a 

But, while I am cnntending for the right of petition, and 
maintaining that the reception of petitione ought nat to be re- 
fused, I do not claim that this shal} be regarded asa rule with- 
out any exception. Iadmitthat this House, as well as every 
other legislative body, may entertain the question of reception, 
not, however, in the form now contemplated, by a sweeping 
rule, but upon motion, as petitions may be presented. This, 
the English rules of parliamentary practice, which we have 
adopted, clearly recognise, it being required by them that, 
“regularly, a notion for receiving it (the petition) must be 
made andseconded, anda question put whether it shall be re- 
ceived.” i 

The same right to entertain the question of reception is 
alse recognised in the standing ru'es both of the Senate and of 
this House, each of them providing that “a brief statement of 
the contents” of petitions “shall verbally be made by the intro- 
ducer;”” and the former adding, expressly, that this shall be 
done “before any petition or memorial shall be received and 
read at the table.” : ? ; 

The rightof petitions, thus recognised in the English and 
American parliamentary law, is founded in the obvious neces: 
sity thatevery legislative body should liave the power of self- 
protection from abuse and insult, assailing it under the sa- 
cred garb of petitions forredress of grievance. 

There ehould also bea power of rejecting promptly all peti- 
tions for absurd, ridiculous, or impracticable objects, presented 
in a spirit of mere wantonness; examples of which will readily 
occur to every one. , i 

There is, perhaps, another ground on which the reception of 
petitions may be refused; and that is, the unconstitutionality of 
the action which they ask Congress totake. This power is lia- 
ble, however, to great abuse. and should be exercised, as should 
the power of rejzction in other cases, with extreme caution. 
The unconstitutionali'y of the action prayed for should be fia- 
grantand undeniable; since, in ques.ions between freedom and 
power, construction should always lean in favor of the former. 
Such clear and undoubted cases. would be, for example, peti- 
tions that Congress would establish a religion by law, or abolish 
the trial by jury, or grant titles of nobility, or permanently sng- 
pend the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, or passa bil! of 
attainder, or an ex post facto law. Prayers for such objects 
would clearly not be for a “redress of grievances.” The griey- 
ance would rather be that Congress should be compelled to re- 
ceive and consider such petitions. , of 

In making the admission that the reception of petitions ma 
be refused on the ground of the clear and undoubted unconsts- 
tutionality of the action prayed for, Ihave done it, knowing, of 
course, that it is on this ground that the recepiion of petitions 
praying for the abolition of elavery is objected to, Iam willing 
to meet the question of reception with this incumbrance, if it 
be anincumbrance; for I intend, before 1 shali have done, to 
urge reasons and present authority in support ef the right of 
Congress to abo! ish slavery and the slave trade here, which shall 
put geatlemen upon showing, not merely that the constitionsl» 
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ty of such legislation is doubtful, but that itis not most clear and 
undeniable. 

Thave admitted the exceptions to the general rule,that petition 
should be received and considered, not oniy from a regard to the 
priaciples whieh seem to demand them, but froma regard to 
the righi of petition itself. My very desire to maintain the sa- 
credness of the right leads me tọ desire that it may not be en- 
cumbered with a claim to unlimited license. 

Thus limited and guarded from abuse, the right of petition ia, 
next to the righi of sutfrage, the most important and efficient of 
the pol:tical rights secured to the peuple. It carries with ita 
tremendous power; for, though it wears the modest garb of a 
right to request, it really possesses, by its moral influence. and 
by the consciousnesact responsibility which awakens in the re- 
preventative body, the power almost of command. The right 
of suffrage can be exercise! but periodically—that of petiton 
continually. Itis a standing constitutional medium of commu- 
nication from the people to their representatives. lts sacred- 
ness should be guarded, therefore, with the most wakeful jea- 
lously; andit is thus guarded. Thece is no right cancerning 
which the people are more jealous than this. Wo, wo, to the 
representative who, under any pretence, however specious, 
treats it with contempt. To associate any cause,no matter what, 
„with a practical denial of this right, will be sure to bring it into 
discredit, if not to overwhelm it with ruin. 

Thus far, Mr. Speaker, l have spoken of the proposed rule 
in reference to ite application to petitions. But there is a class 
of papers w which it will apply, of a very different character. 
I mean resolutions of State Legielatures touching the subject of 
slavery. Such resolutions I now hold in my hand, adepted by 
the Legislature of my own State at its last session, and which it 
is my pyrpoee to Prevent to this House as son as it shall be in 
-order to do so. Under the operation of the proposed rule, the 
reception ef those reastutions will be “considered” as objected 
to, and the question of their reception will bs considered as 

upon the tabie! 

Now, sir, I putit to the State Rights members of this House, 
as woll as toail others, whether they are ready to adopt a rule 
which shall thus act on resolutions of the sovereign States of 
this Union. The States do not present themselves here in the 
attitude of petitioners, They are sovereign States. They ask 
nothing. They exercise the right of resolving, and of makiag 
known to us their resolutions, Such is their true character 
and position. We are not at liberty to assume the possibility of 
their passing any resolutions which this House can rightfully 
refuse to receive, either on account of their manner or their 
matter. And, sir, in accordance with this view of their charac- 
ter and their relation to this body, I shall, when I present the re- 
solutions to which I have referred, announce that I present reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of the State of Vermont, which, in the 
name of that State, I demand to have read and considered. 

And now, sir, I again ask, Wil! State Rights gentlemen vote 
fora rule which shall cast down the aovereign States of this 
Union from the high and independent prsition they thus right- 
fully occupy, when their reso!ves are presented for considera- 
tion here? Bir, they cannot, they will not, do it. 

POWER OF CONGRESS TO ABOLISH SLAVARY AND THB SLAVE- 
TRADE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

I come now, Mr. Speaker, to a grave and important question, 
namely, that of the constitutional power of Congress to abolish 
slavery and the slave trade in the District of Columbia. ‘The 
right to adopt the rule before us, and thereby reject ali petitions 
and other papers touching that sutject, is claimed on the ground 
that no such power exists. I have asserted that it does exist, 
and i will now proceed to prove it. 

All power over this subject is derived from the grant of pow- 
er in the Constitutiun, which declares (Sec. 8, Art. 1,) that “Con- 
gress shall have power to exercise exclusive legislation in all 
cases whatsoever over such District(not exceeding ten miles 
square) as may, by cession of particular States, and the accept- 
ance of Congress, become the seat of the Government of the 
United States.” 

What is the exient of the power of legislation here granted? 

In the first place, itis “exclusive.” There isno other concur- 
rent jurisdiction. To the full exteat of its power of legislation, 
whatever it may be, Congress excludes all other legislation, so 
so that the ‘States to whose jurisdiction the territory forming the 
District originally belonged, have no more power to extend their 
jegiatation to it, than the S:ates of Georgia or Maine. 

In the next place, it extents to “all cases whasoever.”” No 
effort to find Hangu ige granting a!l pessible power of legislation 
could have selected terms more comprehensive than these. 
“AIL cases whatsoever’ —embracing, of course, a range of ob- 
jects as wide, and a power of acting on them as ample and ex- 
tended as fall within the competency of any Legislature. 

And this extent ef the power of its legislation is in perfect 
accordance with the exclasiveness of the jurisdiction of Con- 
gress over the territory. All other Icgislative authority being 
excluded, there arises an obvious necessity that tht of Con- 
gress should be complete; otherwise the people of the District 
would be left without a Legislature, competent to the necessary 
and indispensable purposes of government. 

But further. Look at the sweeping lanzuage of the grant of 
power to legislate for this District, in contrast with the specific 
granta of power to legislate for the country generally. In re- 
gard to the latter, this Government is one of specifically granted 
powers: Thus, for example, in the first sixteen clauses of the 

th section of the lat article of the Constitution, Congress izau- 
thorized, among other things, to regulate commerce, to coin 
money, toestablish post offices and post roads, to declare war, 
to raise and support armies, and to provide and maintain a 
navy, ete. All the powers (including, of course, the power to 
pass laws necessary and proper for carrying these powers into 
execution) not thus specifically g-anted, were reserved to the 
States, or to the people. 

Now, why was the language changed in the 17th clause of the 
Sth article, from the specification, as in the previous sixteen 
clauses, of particular cases in which Congress might legis‘ate, 
to the general grant of power to legislate ‘in all cases whatso- 
ever?” Why did not the 7th clause also speci‘y the particular 
‘casesin which Congress might legisiate for the District? No 
other answer can be given to this question than that it was in- 
tended to grantall legislative power—to make u0 exception—to 
leave nothing far the control, either of the people of the Dis- 
trict, or of any other power; so that the great eesign of setting 
apart a separate district for the seat of the Government of the 

nited States might be fully answered—namely, that of having 
it subjec’ed to the jurisdiction and control of no other power. | 

But again. If the power of Congress to legislate for the Dis- 
trict is limited, who is to determine what the limitation thall 
be? Why exclude the subject of slavery rather than any other 


Abolition Petitions—Mr. Slade. 


subject? If “all cases whatsoever” mean only some Cases, 
who is to determine what those some cases are? One may ex- 
clude slavery —ar:other the matter of the currency—another the 
prohibition of lotteries—another the suppression of duelling— 
anotherof gambling, and another the power to punish crimes. 
What is nght? Who shal! determine?. Who can determine. 

Mr. Speaker, ir we leave the plain, intelligible terme of the 
grant of power in this case, and resort to implication, we leave 
a solid rock for the trembling quicksand, which will sink be- 
neath us. 

But do any still doubt with regard to the completeness of the 
power of Congress over this District? If my reasoning has 


. failed to convince them, let me call your attention to the exposi- 


tien given to this clause of the Constitution by distinguished 


: men at the time of its adoption. 


Mr. Map1son has been justly styled the father of the Constitu- 
tion. In the forty-third number of the Federalist, speaking of 
the clause in question, he said: , 

“The ind'spensable necessity of complete authority at the 
seat of Government carries its own evidence with it. Itisa 


' power exercised by every Legislature of the Union—I might 


i! Randolph, on offering the resolution, urged 


' gay, of the world—by virtue of its general supremacy. 


” 
“Complete”? was the simple, significant, comprehensive term 


used by Mr. Madison to express his idea of the power. 


Let me next turn to the debates in the Virginia Convention, 
during its deliberations upon the adoption of the Constitution. 
Virginia authority, F think, must be good here on this subject. 
On Jook'ng into these debates, I find that the clause of the Con- 
stitution now m question was objected to by several leading 
members of the convention, expressly on the ground of the wn- 
limited extent of the power which it conferred on Congress. 
Mr. Grayson said that, “afler mature deliberation, he could 
not find that the ten miles square was to be looked upon even as 
part of a State; but to be totally independent of all, and subject 
to the exclusive legislation of Congre-s.”? Mr. Mason said 
“this clause gives an unlimited authority, in every possible case, 
within the District.” Patrick Henry called it “unlimited, un- 
bounded authority.” 

Mr. Mapison, who participated in the debate, admitted the 
correctness of the construction to which I have referred, by re- 
plying to the argument against the adoption of the Constitution, 
thus drawn from the “unlimited, unbounded anthority” which 
it conferred—that “there must be a particular cession by par- 
ticular states of the District to Congress: and the States may 
settle the terms of the cession,” and “neay make what stipula- 
tion they please in ìt.” 

I have thus shown—from the express language of the Con- 
stitution—from the necessary exclusiveness of the jurisdiction 
of Congress—from the language of the Grant of power in this 
case, in contrast with the other grants of power—-from the ab- 
sence of every thing from the Constitution which can enable us 
to determine what exercise of legislative power if any, shall be 
excepted from the grant in question—and from contemporane- 
ous construction—that Congress possess the constitutional pow- 
er to bolish slavery andthe slave-trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Aud now, Mr. Speaker, let me show you what construction 
haz since been put upon this grant by Congress, by committees 
of Congress, by members of Congress from slaveholding States, 
by the people of this District, anf by men now occupying the 
highest stations in this Government. 

On the Ist of March, 1816, the House of Representatives, on 
motion of Mr. Randolph, of Virginia, passed the following reso- 
lution: 

“Resolved, Thata committee be appointed to inquire into 
the existence of an inhuman and illegal traffic in slaves, carried 
on in and through the District of Columbia, and to report whe- 


i ther any, and what, measures are necessary for putting a stop to 
| the same.” 


This resolution, it will be observed, did not contemplate the 
mere regulating of the slave-trade, hut the annihilation of it. 
Nobody can pretend that the action of Congress which the reso- 
lution contemplated did not involve the whole question of slave- 


i ry here—the power to abolish the elave-trade manifestly includ- 


ing the power to abolish s'avery. 

The committee appointed under this resolution were Messrs. 
Randolph and Kerr, of Virginia, Maryatt, of South Carolina, 
Galdsborough, of Maryland, and Hopkinson, of Pennsylvania, 
This committee, four of whom were from slaveholding States, 


manifested their concurrence with the House in its acknowledg- | 


ment of the power of Congress over the subject of slavery by 
asking for authority tosend for persons and papers, which the 
House granted. - 

The committee, on the 30th of April, reported sundry deposi- 
tions taken by them, which were ordered to lie on the table. 
And here terminated the whole proceeding! Although Mr. 
the necessity of im- 
meiliate action, and declared that “if the business was declined 
by the House, he would undertake it himself, and ferret out 
of their holes and corners the villains who carried it on,” yet, 
“he business” was never prosecuted beyond the taking and re- 
porting of the depositions, which depositions, by the way, are 
not now to be found on the files of this House! 

The zeal of Mi. Randolph and of the committee appears to 


i have suddenly evaporated! They discovered that they were at- 


tacking the “Patriarchal institutions,” and shaking what has 
since been calied “the corner-stone of our rapublican edifice’’— 
and desiste]! But they showed, and the Ifouse showed, that 


they considered the power of Congress over the subject of ; 


slavery here to be as complete as over any other subject. 

On the Jtth of January, 1827, the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, by their chairman, Mr. Powell, of Virginia, said, 
in a report to the House: ‘The Congress of the United States 
has, by the Constitution, exclusive jurisdiction over this Dis- 
trict; and has the pow-r upon this subject, (the imprisonment 


| ef free negroes as runaways, and their sale into slavery,) as 


upan all other subjects of legislation, to exercise unlimited dis- 
cretion.’ “Unlimited? was the very word used hy Patrick 
Henry in the Virginia Convention, to express his idea of the 
extent of the power. 

Tcome now to a still more distinct recognition of the power 
for which 1 contend. 

On the 9h of January, 1829, the House of Representatives, 
on motion of Mr. Miner, of Pennsylvania, adopted the following 
resolution: 7 

“Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
‘be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
fur the gradual abolition of slavery within the District, in such 
manner that the interest of no individual shall be injured 
thereby,” et 

This resolution was passed by a vote of 114 to 66; and it is 


| ject from this District. 
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worthy of remark that, of those who voted in the affirmative 
eleven were from the slave States, viz: one from Delaware, 
two from Maryland, three from Virginia, one from North Ca- 
rolina, one from Tennessee, and three from Kentucky. 

On the 29:h of January the Committee for the District of Co- 
tumbia reported a bill, providing, among other things, that no 
slave should be imported into the District; and that, upon such 
importation, the slave should be free, on leaving the District 
wishin ten days. Of the committee of seven who thus recog. 
nised the power of Congress over the subject of slavery here, 
there were four from slave States, viz: two from Virginia and 
two from Maryland. 

It further appears that on the 20ih of April, 1830, a similar 
bill was reported by Mr. Washington, of Maryland, chairman 
of the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

In April, 1836, Mr. Pinckney, of South Carolina, chair- 
man of a committee on Abolition, read the following reso- 
lutions: 

t Resolved, That Congress possess no constitutional authority 
to interfere, in any way, with the institution ofslavery in any of 
the Btates of this Confederacy. E 

“Resolved, That Congress ought not to interfere, in any way, 
with slavery in the District of Columbia.” 

Here, again, the power to legislate on the subject of slavery 
here is clearly admitted, by the marked difference in the phrase- 
ology of the two resolutions; the first expressly declaring that 
Congress have no constitutional power to intertere with slavery 
inthe States, while the second merely declares that Congress 
ought not to interferein this District, omitting all reference to 
the Constitution. ` 

In accordance with these proceedings, which show the recog- 
nition by the House of Representatives and its committees of 
the power in question, is the presentation by members of 
Congress from the slave States of Abolition memorials, viz: 

By Mr. Rhea, of Tennessee, January 14, 1822, from citizens 
ofthat State, for the gradual abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia. 

By Mr. Saunders, of North Carolina, December 13, 1824, from 
citizens of that State, praying for the gradual! abolition of slavery 
in the United States. 

By Mr. Barney, of Maryland, on the 11th of February, 1828, 
from citizens of Baltimore, for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. A. H. Shepperd, of North Carolina, March 30, 1828, 


| from citizens of that State, praying Congress to take measures 


for ied entire abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia; 
anc 

By Mr. Washington, of Maryland, March 5. 1830, from in- 
ee of the county of Frederick, in that Siate, for the same 
object. f 

To these expressions of opinion by individual members of 
Congress from slave States, T add that of Alexander Smyih, of 
Virginia, inthe debate on the Missouri question, in January, 1820, 
in which he said: 

‘ifthe future freedom of the black is your real object, and 
not a mere pretence, why do you not begin here? Within the 
ten miles square you have undoubted power to exercise exclu- 
sive legislation. Producea bi!l to emancipate the slaves in the 
District of Columbia, or, if you prefer it, to emancipate those 
born hereafter.” 

From these recognitions of the power in question, I turn to 
admissions of the power by the people of this District. i 

In the year 1302, the Grand Jury of the county of Alexandria 
made a formal presentment of theslave trade as a “grievance.” 
Hiving described the trade, with its horrible and heartrending 
atrocities, they say: “We cunsider these grievances demanding 
legislative redress.” . 

Let me stop a moment to consider the language of this pre- 
sentment—*grievances!*? We have been told that slavery and 
the slave trade here are no grievance, whose redress can be 
prayed for, because Congress have no power over the subject. 
Not so thought the Grand Jury of Alexandria. And then, again, 
we are told that slavery and the slave trade are no grievance to 
the people of the North, because their interests are not affected 
by them. How were the interests of the grand jurors of Alex- 
andria affected by what they presented as a grievance? It did 
not take away their property—it did not destroy their health, or 
endanger their lives, but it outraged their feelings; and there- 
fore it was a “grievance.” It outrages the feelings of my con- 
stituents; and therefore it is a grievance to them. It is an out- 
rage committed under the authority of the laws of Congress, 
for which they share a responsibility; and therefore they ask for 
their repeal. 

But [havein my hand a still stronger expression on the sub- 
It is a memorial earnestly praying for 
the abolition ofslavery and the slave trade here, signed by more 
than eleven hundred citizensof the District, presented to Com 
gress in 1828; among the signers of which were Chief Justice 
Cranch, Judge Morsell, and Gen. Van Ness, besides a large hum- 
ber of othera of the most intelligent and respectable of the inha- 
bitants of the District. And now, sir, listen to the expression 
of their opinion upon the power of Congress. 

After describing in glowing language the horrors of the slave 


trade here, comparing it with the foreign slave trade, denounced 


and punished as piracy, and speaking of “the reproach of in- 
consistency cast upon the free institutions established among 
usg,” they say: 

“We behold these scenes continually taking place among us, 
and lament our inability to prevent them. The people of this 
District have, within themselves, no means of legislative re- 
dress; and we therefore appeal to your honorable body as the 
only one invested by the American Constitution with the power 
to relieve us.” : a sees 

Two years after the presentation of this memorial, viz: in 
January, 1830, the Grand Jury ofthe county of Washington ex- 
pressed their conviction of the power of Congress over this sub- 
ject, in a communication addressed to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, in which they gave an ap- 
palling description of the slave trade,!and declared that “the 
inhuman practice is so shocking to the moral sense of the 
community, as to call loudly for the interposition of Con: 
gress.’ . 

Let me present you, Mr. Speaker, with the additional testimo- 
ny of two distinguished men, and I shall have done with the ques- 
tion of constitutional power. I refer to the declarations of the 
two highest officers of this Government. . 

In the United States Senate on the Ist of February, 1820, in 
the debate on the Missouri question, RicHarp M. Jonson of 
Kentucky said: 3 

“In the District of Columbia, containing a pepulation of 
30,000 souls, and probably as many slaves asthe whole Territory 
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of Missourt, the power of providing for theiremancipation resta 


with Congress alone, Why, then, this heartrending sympathy 
ive the slaves of Missouri, aml this coil insensibility, this eternal 
apachy towands tha alives in the District of Cotumbdial” 

and aow I give you the testimony of the present Chief Magis- 
trate of the United States, whom no one will suepect of a want 
ofineiination to please the South, by denying the constitutional 
power of Congress over this subject, if it were possible to find 
even preusible reasons for auch adenial Tn a letter toa com- 
mittee of gentlemen in North Carolina, of the Gth of March, 1835, 
Mr. Van Buren said: 

“I would not, from the lighta now befora me, feel myself safe 
in pronouncing that Congress does not possess the power of 
abvishing slavery in the District of Columbia!” 

This was Mr. 
Congress to abolish s'avery here. 

18 T382 ABOLITION OF SLAVERY WITHIN THR COMPSTENCY OF 
LEGISLATION? 

Having thus shva that the tanguage of the grant of power to 
legislate for thie D strici, necessarity, in the absence of express 
limitation, extenda to every possite “cas: of legislation, and 
that this itin accontance both with ancieat construction and 
matern praciica, Ecome to consider some objections which are 
urged agains the exercise of the power. 

k wa said that it is not comretent for legislative power to 
abotish slavery; and that, inasmuch as the grant of pewer to 
Congress must necessarily be timed to “cases” within the 
competency of tegisiation, therefore the “all cases whatsoever” 
of tha Constitution cannot be taken to embrace the “case” of 
e'avery. 

No legislative power is, I admit, competent to do every thing. 
It cannot, for example, act by law upon the consciences or the 
faith of men. Ucaanot compel or sanction the commission of 
crime. Kcannat enact that husbands shall not protect their 
wives, or that parents shall not provide for their children, or 
that female chastity shall be exposed to violation; and so o” 
many other cases l might specify. It cannot pass such laws, for 
the very same reason that it could not rightfully pass the laws by 
which slaves are holden here; and for the very reason why it is 
bound to repeal them, namely, because such laws are con- 
trary to the great law of nature, which no human legislation 
may violate. 

But what is it to abolish slavery? Slavery, it should be re- 
membered, is the mere creature of statute, or positive law. It 
is unknown to the common law. “It is’? (said Lord Mansfield, 
near seventy years ago, in the celebrated case of the negro 8o- 
mereet, which every iawyer hag ol course read) “Tt is 80 odious, 
that nothing can be suffered to support it but positive law.” 
What is it, then, to abolish slavery? It is simply to repeal the 
positive laws which sustain it—to open the foul dungeon, locked 
by the key of unjust legisiation, and permit the slave to walk 
forh and breathe the pure, invigorating atmosphere of the com- 
mon law. Itis to restore to its jus! efficacy the great fundamen- 
tal law of nitural justice, on which the common law is 
founded—a law written upon every man’s conscience and in 
every man’s heart. 

This Cong ress is called on to do by the petitions which we are 
now contriviog means summarily to reject. It is by the statute 
laws of the United States, and by them alone, that men are made 
slaves inthis District. Tne Congress of the United States have 
passe i laws repealing the law of eternal justice; and the peti- 
tioners ask us to repeal the repealing laws, and restore the law 
repealed to its full furce and efficacy. They ask us to remove 
the crushing wight we have placed upon the eonl and the boty 
of the slave, and permit him to rise up and walk. They ask 
this in the name of justice. And are we to be told that we have 
no power to grant their request? Had we power to enact these 
laws?) Where did we get it? If the Constitution gave it, (which 
I deny,) does it not give us p :wer to repeal them? Have we 
power to pass a law making men the property of their fellow 
men? and have we no power to pass a law restoring to them the 
ownership of themselves? p 

Will any one talk of vested rights, which we should thereby 
violate? I deny that there are, orever can be, in justice, any 
vested ights in sucha case. It has been said by a great states- 
man that “that is property which the law makes property.” If 
by this proposttion is meant that what the law makes property 
ia property, according to law, I do not, of course, deny it. This 
would be merely saying tha! law is law. But if itis intended to 
affirm that whai the law makes property is rightfully and justly 

, then I deny it utterly. The law may make the decla- 
ration, and the power of the State may enforce it, and the com- 
munity may, of necessity, submit; but, after all, it will Se a 
mere law of force, and rot of right, unless, according to the phi- 
losophy of the infife! Hobbes, “the sole foundation of right and 
wrong iz the civil law.” Thatis the philosophy for slavery, but 
not for the freedom which finds the rule of right and wrong in a 
higher law than that of the State. 

[et me tex this proposition to which I have referred, by an 
example. Suppose we enact a law declaring that the first red 
mao Fom the Western wilds who mav chance to fall within 
your power shali be your property. Would our law make him 
property? Woul! not the voice of nature, aud the voice of this 
nation, unite in thundering an indignant no to such an inquiry? 


Whence is derived the original idea of property? It is not the 
creature of statute law. There are no statutes dectaring that 
lands and houses, and cattle. aid the productions of human 
skill and industry, shall be property. ‘Shere are statute laws 
regulating their alienation and descent, but none declaring that 

may be the subjects of ownership by man. And this for 
the best of reasons. There isa law older than all human Jaws, 
and abore ali human laws, which has settied the matter. It is 
the law of nature; which is nothing more or less than the wil! 
of the great original proprietor. That preprietor never stamped 
on man the quality of property. He never authorized one man 
to own another m10; nor did ITs ever} authorize a Legislatare 
to make a law giving such ownership. Ownership in man? 
You may as well talk of owning the stara or the sun. No. Man 
was made to be the owner of himself. Every quality of bis no- 
ble nature, and every aspiration of his undying spirit, proclaim 
jt 

Ha: shown that 
ciples of natutal Justice, 


that the Abolition of slavery is, npon the prin- 
within the competency of legislation, 
let me now advert, briefly, to the history of Abolition, to ehow 
how éxtensively these principles have been acted on. It may 
ise those who habitually regard Abolition as the mere fan- 
creation of moon-struck fanaticism, to learn the extent to 
which its “abstractions,” as they are called in derision, have 


been actually made the basis of legislation. . [hold in my hand | 


the 5th number of the “Anti-slayery Examiner,” in which I find 


» ~, ` e. 1 l 
an © en's way of aÑcming the power of | 


ILLA 


the following very brief summary of the histo 
which I beg permission to read: $ r OEA aes. 
“The Abolition decree of the Great Council of England was 
passed in 1102. The memorable Irish decree, ‘that all English 
slaves in the whole of Ireland be immediately emancipated and 
restored to their former liberty,’ was issued in 1171. Slavery 
in Rogland was abolished by a general charter of emancipation 
in 1381. Passing over many instances of the abolition of slave- 
ry by law, both during the Middle Ages and since the Reforma- 
tion, we find them multiplying as we approach our owi times. 
In 1776, slavery was abolished in Prussia by special edict. In 
St. Domingo, Cayenne, Gautaloupe, and Martinique, in 1794, 
where more than 600,000 slaves were emancipated by the 
French Government. In Java, 1811; in Ceylon, 1815; in 
Buenos Ayres, 1816; in St. Helena, 1819; in Colombia, 1921; by 
the Congress of Chiti in 1821; in Cape Colony, 1823; in Malac- 
ca, 1825; in the southern provinces of B-rmah, 1826; in Boli- 
via, 1826; in Peru, Guatemala, an Montevideo, 1828; in Ja- 
maica, Barsatoes, the Bermudas, the Baha:cas, Aquilla, 
Mauritius, St. Christépher’s. Nevis, the Virgin Islands, (Bri- 
tish,) Antigua, Montserrat, Dominica, St. Vincent’s, Grenada, 
Rerbice, Tobago, St. Lucia, Trinidad, Honduras, Demerara, 
Essequiho, and the Cape of Good Hope, on the Ist of August, 
1334, Bat, waiving details, suffice it to say that England, 
France, Spain, Portugal, Denmark, Russia, Austria, Prussia, 
and Germany, have all, and often, given their testimony to the 
competency of the legislative power to abolish slavery. In our 


own country, the Legislature of Pennsylvanii passed an act of | 


abolition in 1780, Connecticut in 1784, Rhode Island in 1784, 
New York in 1799, New Jersey in 1804, Vermont by Constitu- 
tion in 1777, Massachusetts in 1730, and New Hampshire in 

Here, eir, are the “abstractions” of Abolition, embodied in 
the legislation of Europe and America during the last five hun- 
dred years; and yet we are told that legislative power is ine 
competent tothe abolition of slavery ! 

To the evidence thus furnished of the recognition of the com- 
petency of legislative power to abolish slavery, by its actual 
abolition, I may add the admission of it cleatly implied in the 
Constitutions of five of the slaveholding States of this Union— 
namely, those of Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Kentucky, 
and Arkansas—all of which expressly prohibit the Legislatures 
of those States from passing Jaws for emancipating slaves with- 
out the consent of their owners—thereby admitting that, with- 
out such prohibition, the power to pass such laws would exist, 

To all this I mightadd the authority of numerous distinguish- 
ed names from among slaveholding statesmen and jurists of 
our country; such as Pinckney and Martin of Maryland, and 
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Henry, Pendleton, Mason, 
Wythe, Lee, and St. George Tucker. of Virginia. 1 shall refer 
mo-e fully to the declarations of some of them hereafter, for 
another purpose. I will only here say, that General Washing- 
ton repeatedly declared that the abolition of slavery ought to be 
effected “by legislative authority,” and that “at a period not re- 
mote. 

But I have further authority on this point, in the action of this 
Government itself, to which Í desire now to call your attention, 
and in which you will find the power of abolishing slavery ex- 
ercised in cases in which it was much less clearly authorized 
than it is in the case before us. 

The abolition of the slave trade, no one will deny, involves the 
great principle of the right to abolish slavery. That trade on 
the high seas, in American vessels, Congress has abolished, or 
attempted to abolish. I: hasauthorize:d the commanders of its 
armed vezsels to capture the s'aveship, take from its owner his 
cargo of men, and bring in his vessel for condemnation, and 
himself for trialas a pirate. 

Now, by what authority has Congress thus interfered to 


wrest from citizens of the United Sia'es men bought with their ; 


money? By what authority has it interfered with “vested 
tights?” By what authority does @ thus take “private proper. 
ty?’ Does the Constitution say that Congress may legislate 
in “all cases whatsoever” touching tne African stave trade? No. 
It simply declares that “the Congress shall have power to regu. 
late commerce with foreizn nations.” It is upon the founda- 
tion of this simple grant of power that Congress has reared its 
structure of slave-trade- prohibiting legislation, and has brought 
up, EN the top-stone of the noble edifice, the punishment of 
death. 

But further. Congrese, by anact passed on the 7th of April. 
1793, prohibited, under a heavy penalty, the importation of 
slaves from any place without the limits of the United States, 
into the Territory of Mississippi; and declared that, upon such 
importation, such slaves should be free. It also, on the 26th of 
March, 1801, enacted a similar pro‘ibition of the importation 
of slaves into the Territory of Grieans, with a similar provi- 
sion for their freedom. 3 

By what authority were these abolition acis passed? Simply 
in virtue of that clause of the Constitution which declaresthat 
“the Congress shall have power to dispose of, and make all 
needful rules and regulations respecting, the territory or other 
property belonging to the United States,” a power by no means 
as clearly reaching the “case” of abolition, as that of legislating 
“Gy all cases whatsoever” within and for the “ten milessquate.” 
Let it not be said that the prohibitions to which Ihave just al- 
luded were enacted under the authority of thatclause of the 
Constitution to which Ihave before referred the abolition of the 
foreign slave trade, since the anthori'y derived from that clause, 
to prohibit the importation of slaves, was prohibited to be ex- 
ercised prior to the year 1803; while these acts prohibiting their 
Importation into the Territories of Miseissippi and Orleans 
were passed in 1798 and 1804. i p 
. But thereis a still more striking illustration of the pushing 
of legislation to “the verge” of constitutional power in favor of 
human liberty, in the celebrated ordinance of 1787 “for the go- 
yernment of the Territory of the United States northwest of the 
river Ohio.” The sixth of the “articles of compact” of that 
ordinance declares that. “there shall be neither slavery nor in- 
voluntary servitude inthe said Territory, otherwise than in the 
punishment of crimes.” This article not only probibited the 
future introduction of slaves into the Northwestern Territory, 
but, in effect, abolished the slavery which then existed there. 
This is sufficiently obvious from the terms of the ordinance. 
And such is the effect which has been given to it by jud icial de- 
cision, refer to the case of Harvey andothers vs. Decker and 
Hopkins, decided by the Supreme Court of Mississippi, in the 
year 1318.— Walker's rerorts, p. 36. 

This was the case of three slaves who had been taken_by 
Decker from Virginia to the Northwestern. Territory. in 1784, 
where they remained until after the ordinance of 1787, and un- 


til the year 1816. How the case came up for adjudication in 


Mississippi does not appear. It was fully argued upon a mo- 
tion for a new trial, and the Court decided that the slaves were 
emancipated by theordinance of ’87. One of the points made 
in the case was, that whatever might be the effect of the ordi» 
nance, the slaves were emancipated by the Constitution of In- 
diana, adopted in 1816. This was resisted on the ground that to 
give it suchan effəct would boto violate vested rights. The de- 
cision of the court on this point, coming from the highest judi- 
cialtribunal of a stave State, is worthy of speciat notice. 
“What (say the cnurt) are these vested rights? Are they 
derived from nature, or from the municipal law? Slavery is 
condemned hy reason and the Jaws ofnature. It exists, and can 


only exist through municipal regulations; and, in matters of - 


doubt, is it not an unquestioned rule that courts must lean in 
favorem vite et libertatis? Admitting it was a doubtful point 
whether the Constitution was to be considered prospective in its 
operation or not, the defendants say, You take from us a yest- 
edright arising from municipallaw. The petitioners say, You 
would deprive us ofa natural right guarantied by the ordi- 
nance and Constitution? How should the court decide, if cons 
atructicn was really to determine it? In favor of liberty.” ` 
That the practical effect of the ordinance was to emancipate 
the slaves within the ‘I'erritory at the time of its adoption, (and 
that, too, let it be remembered, without compensation, appears 
fcom the fact that slaveholders ia the Territory petitioned Con- 
gress fur a repeal of that part of the ordinance touching the 
subject of slavery, upon the ground that it had such en 
effect. I refer to the memorial of “the inhabitants of 
the counties of St. Clair and Randolph,” Illinvis, presented 
to Congress on the 12th of January, 1796. It is an inte- 
resting document, embodying as it does the principal arguments 
now urged, and always urged, against the emancipation of 


slaves without the consent of their owners; and showing the . 


tenacity with which slavery clings to its wrongful possessions, 
Let me state the substance of it. 

The memorialists declared the ordinance to be contrary to a 
fundamental principle in all free countrivs, “that no ex post 
facto jaw should ever be made.” They stated that they were, 
at the date of the ordinance, possessed of a number of slaves, 
which the sixth article “seemed to deprive them) of, without 
their consent or concutrence;” and they complained that the 
effect of that article was to deprive them, not only of the slaves 
halden by them atits date, but—what was a great grievance |— 
of the children of those slaves born after that date; their right 
to whom, they affirmed—and, as I think, with great truth—to 
be as indefeasible as the right of their parents. They close 
their complaint by saying that, so far asit respected them, the 
ordinance was altogether ex parte; antthat, if they had been 
consulted, they would never have made a compact depriving 
them of their most valuable property. 

Such was the ordinance of 1787—an ordinance passed unani- 
mously, with the exception of a single vote. lt is worthy of 
remark that, although this ordinance was drawn by a distin- 
guished member from Massachusetts, (Mr. Danz,] yet the idea 
of abolishing slavery in the Northwestern Territory was origi- 
nally brought out by Mr. Jefferson, having been suggested by 
him in 1784, in his report, as chairman of à committee of Con- 
gress, of a plan for the government of the Territory. : 
fAnd now, sir, by what authority did the Congress of ’87 thus 
abolish slavery in the Northwestern Territory? Was there any 
power to do it conferred by the Articles of Confederation which 
will at all compare with the authority eiven to Congress in the 
present Constitution to abolish slavery here? None will pretend 
it. And yet the ordinance was passed, and slavery abolish 
go strong was the anti-slavery feeling of that day—so ready were 
the men of the Revolution to strain authority to the very utmost, 
for the purpose of banishing slavery from the land which free- 
men’s blood had been profusely poured out to redeem from op- 
pression’s power. ? 


OBJECTTON— PROPERTY CANNOT BE TAKEN WITHOUT PROCESS 
OF LAW, NOR WITHOUT COMPENSATION. ~ . . 

Bat it is said that the power to legislate “in all cases whatso- 
nver” isrestrained from abolishing slavery, by the fifth of the 
amendments to the Constitution, which declares that “no per: 
sn shall’be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law.” My reply to this is, that the term “property,” 
ag used in the amenÎment. cannot be there taken to mean slaves 
because the Constitution itself calls them persons, and treata 
them assuch. They are described in the second section of the 
fourih articleas “persons held to service or labor;” and in the se- 
cond section of the first article, which provides for their being 
represented in this body, they are spoken of as “all other per. 
sons.” If, then, it had keen intended to prohibit the taking of 
slaves “without dus process of law,” then the amendment 
should have so described them. The Constitution must be 
madeits nwn interpreter; and it calls them “persons.” No 
mere intendment, therefore, can include them within the mean- 
ing of the term “property.” i 

Tfit be said that this construction would not make the Consti- 
tution prohibit individuals from depriving slaveholders of 
their slaves without process of law, Iadmit it. The guarantee 
extending, for the reason mentioned, in nowise to slaves, their 
“owners” are, of course, left to their rights as existing indepen» 
dent of the guarantee. 


The honorable member from Georgia [Mr. Cooper] refers to 
thatclause of the amendment which prohibits the “taking of 
private property for public use without just compensation,” 
and finds inthatan argument against abolishing slavery. “Is 
it pretended (says he) that this Government has a ‘public use’ 
for this property?’ Sir, l admit that Abolition does not take 
for “public use.” But I, at the same time, maintain that it 
dues not take atall, within the meaning of the Constitution. ` It 
performs a nobler work than taking slaves for public use. It 
takes off from them the crushing weightof laws which consign 
them, without compensation, to the use of others, and restores 
them to the use of themselves. This is Abolition. 


But l have another reply to the argument drawn from the 
amendment of the Constitution referredto. It ia, that the Go- 
vernment of the United States has always refused to recognise 
slaves “as property,” for which “compensation”? might be 
claimed under the Constitution. In numerous cases in which 
they were taken into the service of their masters as waiters, 
and killed in the service, has Congress refused compensation, 
though it has uniformly made it for horses and other property 
destroyed by the enemy while employed in such service. 

But. what is more directly to the point now before us, Con- 
gress has, in passing laws providing compensation fer property 
impressed into the service—taken for public use”—expressly 
refused to include slaves. Thus, when the act of the 9th of 


April, 1316, “authorizing the payment for the property lost, 
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by the enamy, whi'e in the military ser- 

” was under discussion, Mr. Maryat 
gf South Carolina, moved to amend the section which provide 
paymeat for impressed horses, carts, &c. so as to include all 
ather property lost in the service. He particularly called the 
attention of the House to the cases af s'aves used as drivers of 
wagons, as sailors, laborers, d&c. impressed into the service, and 
lost, capiurod;or destroyed by the enemy. His motion was ne- 

tived by a large majority. A similar motion was made by 

. Forsyth, on the 24th of January, 1825, to amend the bitt au- 
thorizing further payment to sufferers during the war, and with 
a similar result. 

In addition to all this, the House of Representatives repeated- 
ly refused, upon the most preasing and urgent applications of 
Fiancis Larche, to make compensation for his slave, impressed 
inte the service at New Orleans, in the winter of 1814-15, and 
killed in the service. A reportof the Committee of Claims in 


tured, or destro 
sia of the United 


this case may be found in the third volume of the Reports of | 


Committees, lat Session, 2ist Congress, No. 401; in which nu- 
merous cases of rejected applications for compensation for 
slaves killed in the service are referred to. 


CONSENT OF THE PEOPLE OF THE DISTRICT. 

It is, in the next place, said that Congress may not abolish 
slavery here without the consent of the people of this District. 
This objection has received the sanction of my venerable friend 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Apams,) in an address to the people 
of the United States since the jast session of Congress, and de- 

for that reason, if for no other, to be well considered. 1 
understand the venerable member to have placed this objection 
onthe ground that it isagainst the great leading principle of 
our ivstitutions—that of self-government—that the people 
should be acted on by legislation without their consent. I ad- 
mit the correctness of the principle, but deny that it sustains 
the tion. It will notcertainly be claimed that the consent 
must, in all cases, beexpressed. ‘There are very few now on 
the stage who expressly assented to the Constitution when it 
was adopted; yet nobody denies that we are all bound by it in 
virtue of an assent, implied. And is not the assent of the peo- 
ple of this District to our legislation implied, upon the same 
principles? When the territory composing this District was a 

of Virginia and Maryland, the assent of its inhabitants to 
that Constitution which authorizes Congress to exercise exclu- 
sive legislation in all cases whatsoever was, in effect, given by 
the adoption of that Constitution by Virginia and Maryland; and 
the present inhabitants of the District are bound to submit to 
that legielation upon precisely the same principle that obliges 
any of the States to submit to any legislation of Congress con- 
stitutionally exercised. 

If this reasoning becorrect, the assent of the people of this 
District to the constitutional action of Congress is implied; and 
to require that it be expressed asserts a principle which would 
absolve the people of the whole country from all obligation to 
obey the laws either of the States or of the nation. 

And here it should be borne in mind that the objection does 
not apply golety to legislation for the abolition of slavery, but 
that, from its nature, it is applicable to all subjects of legislation 
affecting the interests ofthe people ef the District; so that the 
principle it involves strikes at the whole power of Congress 
supposed to be conferred in the clause of the Constitution we 
have been considering. i 

But jet us see how the new principle contended for is to be 
carriedout. How is the new piece of umber to be put into the 
building which has been so “tty framed?” 

‘Lhere must, it is said, be an express assent of the people of 
the District. How is that assent to be obtained? By what au- 
thority? Bhall meetings be called? How and by whom} And 
when they are called, and come to act—upon what rinciple— 
by virtue of what organic law shall the decision of the majority 
bind the minority, or bind those who. do not choose to attend? 

And, then, in what form and ander what circumstances is the 
assent to be given? .Mustthe law which we may pass. be sub- 
mitted to the people in their assemblies for their sanction? Or 
shall they meet beforehand, and give Congress power to exer- 
cise legislation in certain cases or upon certain subjects, leav 
ing te Congress the power to settle the details of its own action? 


ongress has hitherto always proceeded on the ground that ; 


ite power to act was derived from the Constitution, And when 
the inquiry has arisen, what are we authorized to do? Wise 


and learned men have gravely looked in‘o the Coastitution to | 


determine the question. But, under the new doctrine, the case 
is entirely changed; and our wise men must lay aside their spec- 


tacles, shut the book of the Constitution, and go about to in- ; 
quire, what power do the people of this District think we have ; 
i Or what power are they disposed to grant | 


aright to exercise? 
us} We'used to think we must inquire of the Constitution to 
know what we might do, especially as we were solemnly 
sworn to support it; but now we must inquire of the people of 
this District! Who ever heard of such a Government as this 
would he ifthe doctrine I am comba:ting should prevail! Sure- 


ly Ineed say no more to prove—what every body must see—that | 


it puts an end to the government of Congress over this District, 
and abolishes the seventeenth clause of the eighth section of 
the first article of the Constitution as completelv as some of the 
“men and women” ofthe North desire tu see slavery and the 
slave trade abolished. 

IMPLIED FAITH TO VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND. 


It is further objected to the exercise of our power of abolish- | 


ing slavery and the slave trade here, that it would bea viola- 
tion of the “good faith to Virginia and Maryland, implied in the 
cession and acceptance’ by Congreas to the territory which 
forms this District. 

“Good faith implied im the cession and acceptance.” What 
does this mean? Itn. pı mean this: that there was something 
in the cession and acc ptance, or in the circumstances con- 
nected with them, that raised aconfidence in Virginia and 
Maryland that the Government of the United States would not 
abolish slavery or the slave tradein the District; this confi- 
dence, from whichever of these sources derived. carrying with it 
a corresponding pledge on the part of the United States that 
suchaction should not take place. 

Now it is manifest that there could have been no such pledge 
implied, because there could properly have been none such ex- 
pressed. Congress had no power to make such pledge. It 
would have been utterly void, if made, because the Constitu- 
tion having given to Cangrees power to “exercise exclusive le- 


gislation ia all cases whatsoever” over the District, no one Con- j 


can, by any act, restrict a subsequent Congress to the exer- 

cise of that power in some cases only; if it could, it would have 
the power to alter the Constitution by act of legislation. 

But, waiving this, let us look into the acts of cession and of 

acceptance, and seo whether any thing can be found from which 


-sión that the 
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posed pledgeimplied on the other. 

The acts of cession, one dat-d December 3, 1789, and the 
other December 19, 1791. areas follows: 

“ Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That a tract of 
country not exceeding ten miles square, or any lesser quantity, 
to be located within the limits of the State, and in any part 
thereof, as Congress may by law direct, shall be, and the same 
is hereby, forever ceded and reiinquished to the Congress and 
Government of the United States, in full and abso’ute right, and 
exclusive jurisdiction as well of soil as of peron residing, or 
to reside, thereon, pursuant to the tenor andeffect of the eighth 
section of the first article of the Constitution of the Government 
of the United States.” 

Such were the cessions. “Full and absolute right and exclu- 
sive jurisdiction of soil and persons residing or to reside there- 
on.” And that there should be no hesitancy on the part of the 


` United States to accept the cessions, on accountof any supposed | 
failure to make the grants they contained coextensive with the | 


grant of power to Congress in the Constitution, it was added, 
“pursuant to the tenor and effect of the eighth section of the 
first article of the Constitution of the United States.” 

The acts of Congress accepting these cessions are mere acts 
of acceptance, containing nothing which has the slightest bear- 
ing on the present question 

Now, what is there in these cessions and their acceptance to 
raise an expectation on one side, or imply a pledge on the 
other, that the power to abolish slavery was to become a prac- 


tical exception from the “exclusive jurisdiction” expressed : 


in the cessions, or from the authority to Jegislate “in all cases 
whatsoever,” given in the Constitution, to which they refer? 
What sort of “good faith” ia it which, in the face of so plaina 
grant of all power, excepts, without any language expressing 
or implying such exc:ption, the important power now In ques- 
tion? Could not the ceding States have incorporated in their 
acts a proviso that nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to vestin the United States, or to recognise, in any manner, 
the power to abolish slavery in the ceded territory? And shall 
they, having failed to make, or attempt to make such stipula- 
tion, now claim that it was implied “in the cessions and accep- 


tance of the territory? This omission to except thecaseofthe | 


abolition ofslavery isthe more significant because there was, 
in these acts, a reservation really made, namely, “that nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to vest in the Uuited 
States any right of property in the soil, or to effect the rights of 
individuals therein, otherwise than the same shall or may be 
transferred by such individuais,to the United States.” 

Now, why was there not connected with this reservation the 
stipulation [have suggested in favor ofslavery? It could not 
have been for want o caution in the Legislatures of Virginia 
and Maryland; for there was a very extreme caution exercised 
in making the reservation asto the soil could—since itis 
quite obvious that, without such reservation, no propert 
of individuals in the soil have passed to the United States. 
Nor could the omission have nthe effect ofan impres- 
rant of power by the Constitution to Con- 
gress was not full and complete, so as not to require an ex- 
p:ess exception, if any was desired or intended; because the 
subject of the extent of the powers granted to Congress over the 
Distriet had then recently been discussed, as I have shown, in 
the Virginia Convention, where it had been maintained that 
the power was “unlimited”—extending to “every possible 
case.” Neither could the omission have resulted froma sup- 
position that, as the Constitution had granted te Congress pow- 
er to legislate “in all cases whatsoever,” it would be incompe- 
tent for Virginiaand Maryland to make the stipulation that it 
should not legislate in a particular case—since it had been ex- 
pressly declared in the Virginia Convention by Mr. Madison, 
the father of the Constituzion, “that the ceding States might set- 
tle the terms of the cession,” and ‘‘make what stipulation they 

lease in it.” Nor could the omission to make the stipulation 

ave resulted from an imppession that it was unnecessary to 
stipulate against the exerci8 of a power not within the compe- 
tency of legislation; since the competency of legislative power 
to abolish slavery wasthen univergally conceded. 

Whence, then, the very significant and important omission to 
settle thia question by a stipulation in the acts of cessiop? There 


can be but one answer to thie questio:; and that is, that Vir- i 


ginia and Maryland did not intend to make such a stipulation; 
they did no:, in fact, desire to makeit. The subject of the 

owerof Congress, under the general grant of power to leg’s- 
ate in all cases whatsoever, did not escape the attention of the 
leading men in those States. They knew that by the cessions 


they parted with alljurisdiction over the Territery; that Con- | 


greas was made ity exclusive Legislature; and that legislative 


power was then reliedon asa legitimate. means for abolishing : 
slavery; and yet, with their eyesthus wide open, they ceded | 
the ten miles square, and expressly confirmed tke ample power | 
over it granted to Congress by the Constitution, without the | 


slightest attemptto impose any limitation whatever upon the 
exercise of that power in the abolition of slavery. 

While the supposi:ion ofan “implied faith’ to Virginia ard 
Marylandis thus clearly negatived by the terms of the ces- 
sions, and the significant omiasion of any stipulation in them in 
favor of slavery, there are other considerations which render 
it manifest that no such limitation can be implied. 

What is the ground ofthe supposed “good faith” to Virginia 
and Maryland? Itisthe assumption that the ab litio. of sla- 
very and the slave trade here would injuriously effect the inte- 
resigof those Sates. But is legislation on the subject of slave- 


ry the only legislation which the principle of this objection |; 
would reach? I there, in fact, any legislation capable of af- | 
fecting the interests of the neighboring States, to which it | 


mightnot be applied? Might it not, for example, reach the 
criminal code which we might enact for the District? or the li- 
cansing of lotteries or gaming establisements in it? or our legis- 
lation upon the subject of the cu:rency here? 

Does notthe principle of this objection strip us of all power, 
not only over the subject of slavery, tut over every other sub- 
ject, or legislation on which might affectthe feelings or the inte- 
interests of Virginia and Maryland, and send us, cap in hand, 
to those States, in the attitude of inquiring what we may do in 
the execu ion of our powers of legislation? Who is willing to 
take thia attitude? ho dreamed, at the adoption of the Con- 


- stitution. that the Federal Government would ever be brought 


to the necessity of taking it? 


And, then, the same difficulty would exist in case the le 
ofthe District should—as it is contended they must do—give 
theiressent to the action of Congress abolishing slavery; for the 
abolition would be just as injurious to Virginia and Maryland, 
if effected hy Congrem with the consent of the people of the 
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the supposed confidence could be raised on one side, or the sup- Il District, as without it. 


Jan. 1840. 
H. of Reps: 


Indeed, the principle of the objection 
would be just as fatal tothe rightof the people themselves to 
abolish slavery here, as the right of Congress to do it, The ob- 
jection, in fact, places both Congréss and the people in the same 
position, in regard to abolition, ay are the individual citizens 
of Virginia and Maryland, It is one of the most unjust and op- 
pressive features of their slave sysiems, (a feature which mark- 
ed the crueland sarguinary system of Spartan slavery ') that 
individuals are prohibited from emancipating their slaves, ex- 
cept upon condition of the banishment of the emancipated; 
though a dispensation may be, and sometimes is, granted by 
special acts of legislation. oe 

The cruel policy which compels the citizens of those States 
(where the rights of conscience are carefully guarded in other 
respects, but flagrantly violated in this!) to hold their brethren 
in bondage, against their strongest convictjens of duty, and the 
noblest impulses of a generous nature, is (ive extended even to 
the Government of the United States; so that, although under 
a conviction of the claims of justice, it might desire to abolish 
slavery here, and thus cease to sand before the world in the 
character ofa slaveholding Government, it cou!d not do it with- 
out going, with the slaveholuers of Virginia and Maryland, to 
the Legislatarea of. those States for the enactment of dispensing 
statutes ! 

Such is the humiliating position in which the slave power 
seeks to place the Government of this Republic ! 

It being thus apparent that there is nothing in the “cessions 
and acceptance” implying the “good faith” which is relied on; 
and that such implication, carried out, would subject Congress 
to an absurd and degrading subserviency to Virginia and Mary- 
land; the question recurs, where shall we find this mysterious 
“good faith,” which iain every body’s mouth, but which nou- 
bady can define, and nobody seems perfectly to understand? 

Mr. Speaker, there never was any such thing as the “im- 
plied faith” that is contended for. It did not enter the concep- 
tions of either of the parties when the cessions were made and 


| accepted. Virginia and Maryland now desire to limit the ac- 


tion to Congress on the subject of slavery. Tuey then de- 
sired no such thing. 

If the objection were placed on the ground of the present 
wishes of Virginia and Maryland, then Í say give them all the 
effect to which the desires of those States are fairly entitled; 
but, when they place in thehigh and imposing ground ofa 
breach of implied faith, my reply to them is, that there is not 
and never was any such implied faith as they contend for; 
that the change of their minds since 1780, does not change the 
character of the enactment and acceptance ef the cessions; and 
that they must, therefore, be content to abide by them accord- 
ing to their fair import. $ 

ndeed, I go further, and say that the state of public sentiment 
on the subject of slavery at that period, and the universal ex- 
pentauon then entertained that slavery would, at no distant day, 
e abolished, not on!y negative the idea ofthe implied faith con- 
tended for, but furnish the strongest ground for an opposite im- 
plication. I shall presently, for a more general purpose, pro- 
duce such evidence of the public sentiment and expectation as 
will, T trust, ty the most incredulous that, instead of object- 
ing to theaction of Congress on the subject of slavery here, the 
States of Virginia and Maryland were bound in good faith, lon, 
since, to have abolished slavery within their own limits; an 
that their negiect to do so is just ground of complaint on the 
artof the United States. In no part ofthe Union were there 
ouder and more bitter denunciations against slavery than in 
these same States of Virginia and Maryland when the Territory 
was ceded andaccepted. It was not only universally admitted, as 
I have shown, that the abolition of slavery was within the com- 
petency of legislation, but that it must and would be effected, to 
use Washington’s language, “at no distant day.” The ces- 
sionsof this Territory, therefore, it must be apparent to all, 
were accepted by Congress with the expecta ion, well under- 
stood by Virginia and Maryland, that the District about to set 
apart for the seat of Government. would soon ceass to besur- 
rounded by a slave population—a consideration which may 
well be supposed to have had great influence in inducing the 
decision of Congress to locate the seat of Government here. 

Instead, therefore, of the present agitation of the subject of 
slavery and the slave trade here being justly to be regar led (10 
use the language of Mr. Van Buren to the North Carolina 
Committee) “as a surprise upon the people of Maryland and 
Virginia,” thesurprise should be on the other side; and, in- 
steadof “being confilent (to use his language) that, if the state 
of things which now exists had been apprehended by those 
States, the cession of the District would not have been made,” 
no man can consider the state of feeling and expectation in re- 
gard toslavery at that time, without being confident that, ‘ifthe 
present state of things had been apprehended by” the Middle 
and Normer States, “the cession, would not have been” ac- 
cepted. 

Buch being the true state of this case—such the “faith” re- 
ally “implied” in the history and spirit of the times to which f 
have referred, is it not amazing to witness what is now passing? 
Instead of the redemption of the implied pledge to remove 
from around this seat of Government the curse of slavery, it 
has been permitted greatly to increase; and this very city has 
become the great slave mart of large portions of these Stutes—~ 
insomuch that the Representative from the free States, and 
their constituents who come to this city to witness the delibe- 
rations of Congress, are compelled to witness the driving of 
coffles of slaves through its principleavenues, and by the very 
doors of this Capitol—to witness, in fact, the slave trade, with 
allitsinfernal machinery of prisons, whips, chains, and slave 
ships—a trade little less horrible—in some of its aspects more 
so—than that whose prosecution on the high seas our laws have 
subjectedto the punishment of death. 

And now, to crown the whole, the very petitions —prayers of 
citizens of the United States, asking, in the name of humanity, 
the abolitisn, not of slavery in Virginia and Maryland, but of 
slavery and the slave trade here, are sneered at, and rejected 
without a hearing; while the petitioners are branded as “‘des- 
perate and despicable fanatica’’ on this floor. Por 

Mr. Speaker, need I ask who has the right to complain of a 
ioe of “good faith” in regard to the matter of slavery 
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IMPLIED PLEDGE OF THE NORTH TO THR SOUTH IN ADOPTING THE 
CONSTITUTION. Wani . 

I come now to another branch of the subject of implied faith 
of a more general nature; I mean the “implied faith” that Coa- 
gress will not legislate on the subject of slavery hero, and ihat 
the people of the North will not agitate the aubdject—drawn 
from what is called “the compromise which lies at the bams of 
our Federal compact”? 
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I da not here refer to tne assortion ofen made that “slavery, 
ae it exiscs at the Souch, is guarantied by the Constitution,” be- 
cause such an asserting has not even plausibility enough to en» 
de ic ta QuUce Ina gravo discussion; though there are thou- 
wanda, probably, who really believe that there is such a guaran- 
tee— which those who chum the right of fiee discussion are 
wickedly violating, ButT state the objection as it is expressed 
by Mr. Van Buren in his North Carolina correspondence. He 
did not place it on the ground of a gua antee in the Constitu- 
tion, or inferrib!e from tae Constitunon, but of a faith implied 
in “the compromise which lies at the basisof tte Federal com- 
pact." This is surely sufficiently indefinite for the largest con- 
veoioace of nea-committalism. 

The compromise! Where is it? And what is it? Those 
who rely on it profess to infer itfrom the history of the pro- 
ceedings oa the question of slavery in the convention that 
formed the Constitution. What isthathistory? Briefly this: 

Slavery existed in a portion of the States.” A desire existed 
atthe North to introduce an express provision into the Consti- 
tution for its abolition. This the South resisted; and the Con- 
stitution was adopted without such provision. 

These are the facts, What then was the compromise? A 
compromise involves a mutual concession. What did the 
Norh concede? She conceded the point in dispute. And what 
was that! Simpiy whether the Constitution should abvulish 
slavery. How did thia concession pledge the Nerth not to speak, 
write, print, or petition against slavery? 

Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that this simple statement of the 
case makes it almost too plain for argument. The mind is ac- 
tually compelled to labor to find even plausible ground for the 
inference of the guarantee relied on; and yet that inference is 
maintained with great p: rtinacity. Itis said that slavery was 


an exciting subject, and that the convention, having agreed to . 


drop it, and make no provision to abolish slavery, there there- 
fore arose an implied guarantee that it shoul be no more dis- 
cussed; but that the North should forever after hold her peace! 

Now, however ineredivle ‘his may appear to men of com. 
Moa sense, it is really true that there is a sort of sense uncom- 
mon enough to draw auchan inference. Ihave no doubt it will 
amaze many a farmer, when he sits down to read his newspa- 
per, to find that this is the state of the case; and he will be 
tempted to say that slavery makes as bad work with logic ag it 
doss with human rights. What! says he; a guarantee that I 
shall say nothing about slavery, because the men that made the 
Constitution, after talking about it awhile, stopped talking, and 
made a Constitution that did’nt abolish it? Thisis strange doc- 
trine. I do not agree to it; for, in the first place, thesz slaves, if 
they are black, are my brethren. ‘The good book says that God 
made of one blood al! nations of mea; and these slaves are men; 
and they have feelings, too, as well as I, and rights, as well as J; 
and I can’t help feeling for them, and saying what think about 
their being held in bondage. In fact, I dou’t sce why the men that 

to own them might not just as well pretend to own me, 
and come here and take me. And, indeed, I had almost as lief 
they would, asto stop my talking about their enslaving the 
black men; for how can a man help talking when he feels as 
much asI do? And then, if I have a mind to write, and send it 
to the printer, I should be glad to know why I may not do it, if I 
do give the slaveholdersa little scoring. But my speaking and 
wnting will go but little ways if slavery has a right to say to 
the printer that he shall not print what I write. 

Aad then I understand that there are six or seven thousand 
slaves in the District of Columbia, and that there are pens there, 
right in sight of the Capitol, where slaves that have been bought 
are shat up, until there are enoughof them got together to aend 
offto market, away to the South, where they will never see their 
husbands, nor wives, nor parents, nor brothers, nor sisters, any 
more. I declare it makes me feel bad to think about them. 
And I underetaad that Congr2ss has a right to say that these six 
or seven thousand slaves shall not he slaves any more; and, 
also, that slaves shall not be bought and shut up there any more, 
to be sent away tu the South. Now Iam told here, ia this news- 
paper, that begause the men that made the Constitution stopped 
talking about slavery, I am prohibited from sending my petition 
to Congress asking it to exercise its power about slavery and 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

I know it 1s said] may petition; but I do not see what use 
there is in sending my petition to my representative, if, the mo- 
ment he gets up with it in his hand, it1s to be considered as ob- 
jected to, and the question about its being received is to be con- 
sidered as laid upon the table. Now, I consider that itall 
amounts to saying, in a sort of back handed way—and I dislike 
ittbe more for that—that my petition shall not be received or 
considered; and { would as lief they would say that I shall not 
‘write it aod send it as to do this; forif they will not hear me, 
whats the use in sending my petition, and asking my represen- 
tative to presenti? 

Now, A I said, I do not agree to al this. These rights of 
speaking, and writing, and printing, and petitioning are great 
Tights, which I am tingling these Constitution-makers weuld 
have had no business to stop the exercise of, even if they had 
putit in the Constitu‘ion; and certainly that it cannot be stopped 
merely because they stopped talking about slavery; for, if I 
understand the maiter, that stopping only meant that they 
would say no more about abolishing slavery by the Censtitu- 
tion; and what shows this is, that they went to talking about 
slavery, and writing about it, and printing about it, and having 
societies about it, and petitioning about it, right off afterthe 
Constitution was formed. Sareea ; 

And, besides all this, the Constitution, if I remember right, 
says that Congressshall make no law abridging the freedom of 
speech or of the press, or the right of the people to petition for 
a redressof grievances. Now, I think it is pretty essentially 
abridg-ng these righis to say that Ishall notepeak nor write, nor 
have my writing printed, about slavery; and that Ishall not pe- 
tition against slavery and the slave tradein the District of Co- 
lambia; for,if there ever was any thiug that grieved me, itis 
that slavery, and that buying and eellisg, and driving and ship- 
ping to market, of men, women, and children in that Dis- 


Mne good bonk, again, tells me to remember those that are in 
bonds as bound wiih them; (and this—as bound with them—I 
take it, means something;) and yet I must not say, or write, or 

rint a word about my feelings, because the Constitution-ma- 

era steppe talking about slavery while they were making the 
Constitution, And then, again, I may pray, and do pray every 
day,to my [Teavenly Father for the alaves,and His ears are opea 
to my prayer; and yet, Congress shuts its ears, and won’t hear 
me, because the Constitution-makers stopped talking about 
slavery. while they were hammering out the Constitution! 
How absurd itis to suppose an implied guarantee against the 
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exercise of thesa rights, when that very Constitution declares 
that they shall not be abridged, and does not make any excep- 
tion of the caseof slavery! Iam told it was Virginia that was 
the means of putting this into the Constitution; and I thank Vir- 
ginia forit. Now, itseemsto me that, if they had méantto ex- 
cept the caseof slavery, they would have said so right out, and 
not left it to this louse surt of understanding, which, after all, I 
do not see was any understanding at all. 

_ The fact is, ivsa preity great affair to take away these natural 
Tights of speaking and printing and petitioning; and especially 
to take them away in such a oase as this. And then, to take 
them away by implication, too. Why, if I had seen it in the 
Conatituuon itself, Ishould hardly have believed my eyes; and 
y they say I am deprived of these rights by implication! 

ow, it seems to me that in such a case as this, 1f there is to be 
any thing implied, it should be the other way; that is, in favor 
of mynatural rights, and especially in favor of the rights of 
the poor slave, that I think about just as much as I do about my 
own. 

And now, to sum up the whole matter, it is my opinion that 
this implication ought to be turned the other en: foremost. 
That’s the natural way; and, besides, I have heard it said that 
when the Constitution was made, every body expected that 
slavery would be abolished in alittle while; and, as I don’t see 
how that could be done unless folks were to be allowed to speak 
and print against it. I think that is evidence that the under- 
standing was that way. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, Jook at this ploughman, as he lays 
down his newspaper, takes off his spectacles, and thus 
reasons, and tell me if hisargumentis not conclusive and un- 
answerable. 

Such, sir, is the cofimon sense which ‘is at work among the 
people upon this question, which slavery has so much mystified; 
and this is the way the cobweb arguments that have been elabo- 
tated for its protection arc swept away. You will perceive 
that my farmer has brought his reasoning to a very important 
conclusion, namely, that all implication in such a case should 
be in favor of natural rights; and, therefore, should, in this case, 
be exactly the reverse of what isclaimedin behalf of slavery. 
And ishe not correti? Is it not demanded by the common sense 
and uaperveried feelings of all men, that implication shall ne- 
ver be permitted to take away or abridge such importantrights 
as those of speech and the press, and petition, or be used to sus- 
tain such a usurpation as that of slavery? Does not natural 
justice revoltati? Does not humanity, in her breathless strug- 
gle for victory over oppression, afier a contest of ages, cry out 
against it? And yet this very implication is now claimed to “lie 
at the basis of our Federal compact !”” 

An implied pledge that the rights of speech, and the press, and 
petition, shall be sacrificed in favor of slavery? What; sir, 
would have been the sensation in the Convention of ’87 if such 
a pledge had been presented fur its action, in the form of an ar- 
ticle of the Coastitution? What expressiousof amazement and 
indignation would have lowered in the countenancesot Wash- 
ington and Madison and Franklin upon its anwunciation; and 
how would its adoption have shaken the country with a very 
earthquake of indignant feeling! And yet now! “the compro- 
mise of the Constitution,” and "the guarantee of the Constitu.. 
tion,” and ‘“‘the implied faith of the Constitution” in favor of 
slavery are as familiar with Seuthern gentlemen, in their dis- 
cussions of this subject, as household words. Sir, itis time this 
delusion were dispelled, and the Constitution, in its true relation 
to this great question of slavery, properly understood. 

Though, Mr. Speaker, the ploughman’s common sense argu- 
ment seems to me quite sufficient to settle this question, yet 
there are other reasons, not, of course, so readily occurring to 
him, which greatly strengthen the conclusion to which he ar- 
rives, namely, thatthe implication, instead of being against the 
free exercise of the rights >f speech and the press, and peti- 
tion, was clearly in its favor. Thisimplication neces:arily 
grows out of the Uuion itself—that very Union fiom which the 
contrary implication is attempted to be drawn. | : 

The Union gave to the Northa new and deep interest in the 
question of slavery. “Without the Union, the people of the 
North weuld have felt the strong impulse of motives to which 
no heart can be insensible, urging the consideration of a sub- 
ject so deeply interesting to the human race. But, when the 
Union was formed, they came to sustain to slavery a new rela- 
tion, involving interests and rights having important bearings 
on the present question. _ , 7 

In adopting the Constitution, the North entered into a stipu- 
Tation to deliver up fugitives from oppression—a stipulation 
whose execution is abhorrent to humanity, and from which the 
whole soul of a freeman instinctively revolts. Provisions also 
were conceded whereby the power of the whole Union was 
pledged to protect the States from invasion, and to put down. 
domestic violence. The ‘relation of all these stipurations to 
slavery is obvious, The burden they imposed is obvious—a 
burden rendered severer by the unnatural character of stipula- 
tions to aid in sustaining slavery. Nature itself dictates that 
such stipulations should never, by any construction, be extended 
beyond the strict “letter of the bond;” and that, while a literal 
compliance is yielded, the largest liberty should be allowed to 
the burdened party to use all lawful means to remove the ne- 
cessity ofa compliance. Thus, for example: If.I were bound 
by specific obligation to deliver up to my neighbor his fugitive 
slaves and to assist him in putting down their efforts to regain 
their natural rights, and to defend him from attacka which might 
be invited, and rendered more hazardous to him by their pre- 
sence in his family,every body would say that thie very obliga- 
tion would give me a peculiar claim to use all reasonable means 
to persuade him to emancipate them, and thus release me from 
the burdensome and unnatural obligation. , te ’ 

The North is, moreover, bound to assist in providing “for, 
common defence,” as well as specifically to defend each Siati 
from invasion, and to pntdown domestic violence. And will it 
be asked what has the North to do with slavery, when it is con- 
sidered what an element of national weakness exists in the two 
millions and three-quarters of slaves within the limite of the na- 
tton? The South now say—hands off; let usalone! Bunt should 
they come to feel the combined pressure : f foreign war and do- 
mestic insarrection—which may Heaven avert!—should not we 
of the North be bound by the Constitution to pour out our blood 
and expend our treasure in grap ling with siavery—it might be, 
in its strongest piroxysms of despair and desperation? An: 
shall we not be permitted to ask our Southern brethren to avert 
this danger, by converting these millions of natural enemies inw 
grateful friends, and thus turning this element of weakness into 
anelementof strength? Can any thing be more reasonable than 


a ow the South affect to despise these stipulations of the 


Constitution, and say, we ask none of your help—we can take 
care of ourselves. But who does not perceive the use which a 
foreign enemy might make of the slave population, now num- 
bering a litle iess than three millions—a fearful number!—but 
rising, t may be, Len, fifteen, or twenty millions? Who can 
calculate the strength of the inducement that might be holden 
out to them? Freedom! What allies would this word raise 
up, and bring to the aid of an invader! And where then would 
be the boast, we want none of your help—we can take care of 
ourselves! ` 

Think not, Mr. Speaker, that this is the mere creation of an 
excited fancy, introduced here to help out an argument for aho- 
lition, It is as impossible to contemplate the existence of a ra- 
pidly increasing slave population in our country without such 
forebodings as it would be to be unmindful of a magazine in pre- 
sence ofan enemy, with bomb-shells charged for its explosion, 
Whoever has read the debates in the Virginia Convention, in 
1788, upon the United States Constitution, will remember the 
glowing picture of this danger drawn by Patrick Henry, and 
the argument he founded on it, that the obligation impesed on 
the General Government to “provide for the common defence’? 


| carried with it aright not only to say “that every black man 


must fight,” buta right actually to abolish slavery within the 
States. It is not to my present purpose to discuss that question; 


, butit isto ask whether there is not enough in the basis on which 
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he fouuded his argument to justify the people of the North in 
the utmost exercise of their rights of speech and the press, and 
petition and legislation against slavery. 

If there are any still disposed to regard with indiflerence the 
argument l have drawn from this source, let me commend to 
their special attention the extract which I will now read from a 
speech of Mr. Madison, in the first Congress, in 1789, Speaking 
of the abolition of the slave-trade, he says: 

“I should venture to say it is as much for the interests of 
Georgia and South Carolit.aas ofany State inthe Union. Every 
addition they receive tothe number of slaves tends to weaken 
them, and renders them less capable of self-defence. In case of 
hostilities with foreign nations, they will be the means of invit- 
ing attack, instead of repeliing invasion. It is a necessary 
duty of the General Government to protect every part of the 
emdire against danger, as well internal as external. Every 
thing, therefore, which tends to increase this danger, though 1t 
may be a local affair, yet, if it involves national expense or 
safety, 1t becomes of coucera to every part of the Union, and is 
a propersubject for the consideration of those charged with the 
general administration of the Government.” , 

Thus you see, sir, that the very father of the Constitution— 
the man so eminently distinguished for his intelligence, his 
seund judgment, and his sober, practical views— perceived, and 
yiclded tothe force of the argument drawn from the weakness 
and the tanger of slavery. , 

And, Mr, Speaker, how great'y is this argument strengthened 
by the rapid increase of the slave population; and especiaily by 
the obstinate determiraion evinced to resist all attemp-a to per- 
suade to its abolition accompanied even by studied vindications of 
it asan institution to be sustained and cherished. Who will 
not feel impressed with a sense of this danger when he hears 
such declarations as the following from a Governor of one of 
the slave States ofthis Union: i AR 

“Domestic slavery, therefore, instead of being a political evil, 
is the cornerstone of our republican edifice. No patriot who 
justly estimates our privileges will tolerate the idea of emanci- 
pation, at every period, however remote, or on any condition of 
pecuniary advantages, however favorable. I would as soon 
open a negotiation for selling the liberty of the State at once, as 
for making any stipulations for the ultimate emancipation of 
our slaves.” . 

Having spoken of the attempts of those whom he calls “foreign 
incendiaries” to reason the South out of its suieidal attachment 
to slavery, he says: ahi : 

“Itis my deliberate opinion that the laws of every communi- 
ty should punish this species of interference by death without 
the benefit of clergy, regarding the authors of it as enemies of 
the human race!” , is . 

Such was the declaration of Governor McDuffie in a message 
to the Legislature of South Carolina in 1834; and it has since 
been followed by the notorious threat of hanging, made on the 
floor of the Senate ofthe United States. ; 

Can any body fail to see, in the infatuation of all this, aug: 
mented danger in the institution of slavery? : ot 

But, Mr. Speaker, aside from all considerations of national 
hazard, or mere constitutional obligation of defence and protec- 
tion, how strongly must the North ieel impelled to take an in- 
tereset in the matter of slavery by the simple relation of bro- 
therhood resulting fromthe Union. Thiscan be better felt than 
described, but is nowhere better described than in the simple, 
touchiag declaration: ‘Whether one member suffer, all the 
members suffer with it; or one member be honored, al} the mem- 
bers rejoice with it.” It is impossible to extinguish this feel- 

ing! ae ' 

But, besides, let it be considered that, by coming into the 
Union, the North made slavery in a sense its own—that is, tothe 
extent of the express etipulations to which Ihave referred. And 
it, has since become en phatically its own, to the extent of 
slavery ig ape eae anda slave-trade here as hornble and dis- 
graceful ds is to be found in Christendom. Has not the North, 
as well as the whole country, thus assumed a high responsibili- 
ty to liberty and humanity? And my not the people of the 
North, and of every part of the United States, seek to discharge 
that responsibility by any and all the means which the full ex- 
tent of rower recognised in the Constitution shall warrant? 

In asking, as isso often done, “W hat has tho North todo with 
slavery?” it seems to be supposed that, because the North have 
no power to legislate slavery outos the slave States, therefore 
they have no right to attempt to Fton itout, without reflecting 
tha’, while legislation by the Cofigress of the United States .is 
jim ted by the grant of power in the Constitution, there is, and 
{rom the nature of the case can be, no such limitation tothe ex- 
ercise of moral power. Jta legislation, so to speak, is not the 
crea ure of constitutional grant. It has a higher origin; ir resta 
ona deeper foundation. Sts jurisdiction is t eworld. It seeks 
no aid from civil power. I: acte on mind, and wi:h a mightier 
than th cis il arm—with an e: ergy wh ch no such arm can re- 
sist, Wherever mind can come iu contact with mind, through 
the agencies of speech and the prese, there, restrained by no~ 
thing but truth and justice, it puts forth its energies, and 

i ac its victories. ; 

Mi hile abs. ‘Constitution gave to “the] people of the United 
States” no authority to repeal the slave laws of the States, and 
banish gelavery from their borders, it left truth—omnipo- 
tent truth—truth unfettered—free as the spirit of man—-to take 
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ingsof the morning, and fly tothe uttermost parts of tho 
new ma nstead of selene the imposibility 0t binding it, the 
Constitution guarantied to ita tongue and a press, and left to 
th to its mighty conflict with error. 
Oem to me that those who denied this freedom to truth, 
and claim that it is bound by constitutional fetters, do not re- 
flect on the strange, anomalous condition in which they thus 
place the free States of this Union. To most of the civilized 
world we may freely utter the voice of truth ou the subject of 
slavery, (for by what lines of latitude, or mountains, or oceans, 
can that voice be confined!) while to our Southern brethren we 
may not speak, because—they are our brethren! Were the Ca- 
as slave States, we might bring to bear on them—as Great 
Britain has, through her West India emancipation, upon the 
Southern States of this Union—an anti-slavery influence which 
they would find it difficult to resist. Nothing but a wall reach- 
ing to heaven, and penetrating to the centre of the earth, could 
eaclude thai influence. And yet the Union of these Btuies has 
reared upon “Mason and Dixon’s line” that wall of separation! 
It leaves, indeed, a gate through which the North may pass, and 
must pass, when dangers threaten; but when we have poured 
out our bivod to aid in protecting and securiag slavery, we must 
retire, without uttering, on pain of death, one word of admoni» 
tion against a continuance of the institution. We must fight and 
pay to suppress its insurrections, but may not reason and re- 
monstrate to put an end to its injustice, and relieve the country 
from its danger. And this is the Union! R 
1have sometimes heard it said that, in forming the Union, the 
North took the Bouth with the ineumbrance of slavery, and 
must patiently bear its evils. But the South, it may with equal 
propriety be said, took the North with the incumbrance—if such 
nt may be called—ot freedom. Each necessarily subjected itself 
to the influence ofthe other—an influence exerted by the official 
intercourse growing out of a common Government, and the fa- 
cilities of social and commercial intercourse resulting from the 
nion. 

‘And, sir, the North has felt that influence, and still feels it. 
Tt has, as I shall soon show, felt it ever since the Government 
went into operation, in the control which slavery has maintained 
over its wholeaction. Where the balance of influence will ul- 
timately fall, remains to beseen. Ifthe free States are true to 
themselves and to the great principles of freedom, standing firm 
in their detence, there can be no doubt that those principles will 
finally triumph. But, to secure that result, there must be a bet- 
ter understanding of those principles, and more firmness in 
maintaining them, than I have ever been permitted to witness 
here. 

There is, Mr. Speaker, something monstrous in the idea that 
this Guion was formed to perpetuate slavery. Yet such is to 
be the result if the claims of the South are to be susta ned; for 
the Union is, in effect, thereby thrown around slavery asa shield 
of defence against the power of truth, which might otherewise 
be brought to bear against it. Before the Union, we might have 
spoken, and spoken with great effect. Without the Union we 
might now put forth our moral power in unison with the inftu- 
ence of British emancipation. But the Union has been formed, 
and—we must be silent! While the rest of the world is moving 
on this great question of human rights, we must be silent be- 
cause we have formed the Union! This whole land is to be 
shrouded in the darkness of Egypt, and hushed in the silence of 
death on the great subject which is moving Christendom, be- 
cause we have formed the Union! 

Mr. Speaker, if this is to be the effect of the formation of this 
Union; if it is thus to become an instrument ef per tuating 
slavery, then should the preamble to the covenant of silence, the 
compact of iniquity, have been made to read thus: “We the peo- 

le of the United States, in order to form a more imperfect 

nion, establish injustice, ensure domestic discord, provide for 
the common weakness, promote the general injury, and secure 


the course of slavery to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain - 


and establiah thia Constitution for the United States of Ame- 
rica. 

Such, sir, should have been the preamble to the Constitution; 
for it would be perfectly descriptive of itif the Union of which 
it is the compact, ia to become what the claims of the South 
would really make it—an instrument of perpetuating slavery. 

It is urged as an argument for supdressing freedom of speech 
and the press, and petition on the subject of slavery, that the 
free exercise of these rights will have the effect of dissolving 
the Union. Now, sir, I maintain precisely the reverse of this. 
I maintain that this very suppression, if it can be effected, will, 
of itaclf, dissolve the Union. You might as well expect that the 
stopping up of Ætna’s crater would not produce an earthquake, 
as that a dissolution of the Union would not follow such a sup- 
pression. Every man who knows any thing of the nature of 
the human soul, and the power of its agonizing sympathies 
with human suffering and oppression, must admit this. Be- 
ware how you trifle with these sympathies! Call them weak- 
ness: brand them as fanaticism: denounce them as incendiary. 
Yet they exist, and will exist, and ought to exist; and your con- 
tempt and abuse of them will only increase their intensity. 

Sir, if you would preserve this Union, cease to treat thus 
eonempiuously the beat feelings uf the human heart. Cease to 
hurl back in the faces of the men and women of the North their 
humble petitions, praying, in the name of our common huma- 
nity, that you would repeal your Jaws which hold their brethren 
in bondage. Sir, you owe it tothem; you owe it to the Consti- 
tution; you owe it to the great principles of liberty which this 
nation drew in with the first breath of its existence, and which 
send the pulsations of health through every part of our Repub- 
lican system, not to abuidge the liberty of speech, and of the 
press, and of petition in connection with the subject of slavery. 
If you will assail these rights, let it be in connection with come 
other subject; but never—never in connection with this! Guard 
them witn vesta! vigilance. If slavery suffera from them, it 
must suffer. Tf it falls in ita contest with “truth left free,” then 
let it fall. Its fall will be the safety of the country and the per- 
petuity of the Union. , 

Mr. Speaker, is slavery to be put in competition with the 
freedom of speech, and of the press, and the right of petition? 
Which shall be surrendered, the slavery of the black man? or 
the noblest freedom of the white man? If both cannot live 
together, which shall die? Who can doubt; who can hesitate 
om such a question? And yet, sir, we are teld that this contest 
between freedom and slavery was settled filly years ago in favor 
of slavery; not by the Constitution; that would have been 
monstrous! but by implications growing out of “the compro- 
mise tht lies at the basis of the Feileral compact!” Sir, if this 
implieation lies at the haais of the compact of our Union, then 
was the Union placed on a mine, to be shatteyed into a thousand 
fragmenta by its inevitable explosion. og hes 
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And, sir, what I say of the eflects of the abridgment of the 
speech and of the press, and of the right of petition, which is 
insisted on asa partof the “compromise,” 1 must say of sla- 
very itself. Its permanency is utterly incompatible with the 
permanency of this Union. Who can expec: that aa free peo- 
ple can be held in fraternal em race forever with a commu- 
nity where slavery is cherishedand prociaimedas “the corner 
stone of Republican institutions?” The thing is impossibe. 
©The lily and the bramble may grow in social proximity, but 
liberty and slavery delight in separation ” Such was the senti- 
ment of Pinkney, uttered in the Maryland House of Delegates 
fitty years ago. And, sir, what he thus utteredas a general 
truth will, as sure as man is man, become history, if the South 
persiat in maintaining slavery against the feelings of the 
North, and against the enlightened judgment and en- 
larged humanity of the civilized world. If the framers 
of the Constitution had attempted to from a compact of union 
specifically providing for the perpetuity of slavery, they would 
have been guilty of the most consummate folly; and yet we 
now hear of “the guarantees of the Constitution,” and “the com- 
promises of the Constitution” in favor of slavery! Sir, the 
guarantees were all the other way—guarantees drawn from the 
very nature of the Union, from the spirit of the times in which 
it was formed, and from the great principles which “lie at the 
basis” of all our cherished institutions. 

While looking at the objection to the exercise by Congress of 
its power of abolishing slavery here, drawn from a considera- 
tion of the indirect influence of such legislation upon the iasti- 
tution of slavery in the States, which seems to constitute the 
burden of the objection, I have been reminded of the view taken 
of the indirect influence of Congressional anti-siavery legisla- 
tion by Mr. Madison, in the debates in the first Congress, to 
which I wish to cal! the particular attention of the House. 

Congress, it will be recollected, was prohibited by the Consti- 
tution from abolishing the slave trade prior to the year 1908. 
In the deba‘e upon a petition of Dr. Franklin and othere—to 
which I shall by and by more particularly refer—praying that 
Congress would "step to the very verge of the power vested” 
in itfor discouraging the traffie in slaves, the same objection 
was urged against the action of Congress which is now urged. 

On that occasion, Mr Jackson of Georgia, said: 

“apprehend if, through the interference of the General Go- 
vernment, the slave trade was abolished, it would evince to the 
people a disposition towards a total emancipation, and they 
would hold their property in jeopardy. I hope the House will 
order the petition to be laid on the table, in order to prevent 
alarming our Southern brethren.” 

And what said Mr. Madison to this? 

“ He admiued (says the reportof that debate) that Congress 
is restricted by the Constitution from taking measiires to abolish 
theslave trade. Yet thereare(said he) a variety of ways by 
which it could countenance the abolition; and regulations might 
be made in relationto the introduction of them into the new 
States to be formed out of the Western Territory. He thought 
the subject well worthy of consideration.” 

Thus, though Congress could no more then abolish the slave 
trade than it can now aboiish slavery in the States, yet, in Mr. 
Madison’s opinion, it might very properly so exercise its ad- 
mitted powers of regulating the Intreduction of slaves into the 
new States, as to"countenance” the abolition of the trade. 
Georgia and South Carolina were then as jealous of the action 
of Congress upon the subject of slavery, lest it should counte- 
nance the abolition of the slave trade, and place “their property 
in jeopardy, as they now are lest the action of Congress in abo- 
lishing slavery and the slave trade in this District should coun- 
tenance the like abolition in the States. But Mr. Madison was 
notto be deterred by this from going, in the language of Dr. 
Franklin’s petition, to the “very verge of the power vested in 
Congress” over the subject of slavery. The modern notions of 
expediency in regard to this matter seem not to have entered his 
mind. Then, indeed, slavery did not stand so much higher 
than any other interest in the country, asto reverse all the ordi- 
nary principlesof legislation for the purposes of its security and 
protection. On the contrary, it was considered right to exer- 
cise the power of Congress ever the subject of slavery in the 
“Territories, “with a view” to “countenancing” what Congress 
could not then directly accomplish—the abolition of the slavery 
and the slave trade. If Mr. Madison were now in this hall, and 
should advance sucha doctrine in regard to the abolition of 
slave trade here, he would be denounced asa cisturber of the 
peace, a“desperate fanatic,” and an enemy ofthe Union. What 


a change has come o’er the spirit of” this nation since the Con- . 


gress of eighty-nine! 
_ While considering the subject of Congressional action in cases 
in which it may indirectly exert an wafavorable influence upon 
slavery, the abolition, by Congress, of slavery in the North- 
western Territory, to which I have already adverted, cannot 
escape attention. The ordinance of 1767 decreeing that aboli- 
tion, was expressly ratified by the first Congress under the pre- 
sent Constitution. But who can read that ordinance, and espe- 
cially the preamble to the “six articles’ embodied in it, to 
which Ishall hereafter more particularly refer, without perceiv- 
ing the immense anti-slavery influence it was calculated to exert? 
But the truth was, the country was notthen afraid of that influ- 
ence; for it was, as I shall presently show, in full accordance 
with the strong anti-slavery feeling of those times. 

In attempting to maintain the right of the North to exert, by 
all constitutional means, and to the full extent of constitutional 
authority, an anti-slavery influence on the South, I have drawn 
an argument from the Unton itself, and the fraternal relation 
which that Union created. But, sir, while I thus reasen from 
the Union and its fraternal relations, in favor of the right of 
acting on Southern sentiment, in regard to slavery, 1 desire to 
declare most emphatically the deep sense I entertain of the pe- 
culiar obligation which this relation imposes upon the north 
to act in this matter in the spirit of fraternal kindness and geod 
will. This obligation would exist without the Union, for it is 
universal; much more does it exist with the Union. Wedo not 
address ourselves to strangers and foreigners, but to our fellow- 
citizens; our brethren, to whom we are bound by a thousand 
endearing ties and patriotic recollections. If we claim to address 
them on the ground that we are their brethren, then are we 
solemnly bound to do it in the spirit of brotherly kindness and 
charity. In that spirit, if E know myself, L now speak; inthat 
spirit I have ever spoken; and in that spirit I desire to assure the 
Poart Lehel! always speak, here and elsewhere, on this sub- 

IMPLIED PLEDGE OF THE SOUTM TO THE NORTH. 

I have thus endeavored to show that Congress has power to 
eae slavery and the slave trade in this District, and to meet 

e objections to the exercise of that power, drawn from asup 
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posed implied pledge to Virginia and Maryland in accepting the 


the cessions and an implied pledge to the whole South, in the 
act of coming into the Union. : 

Thus far, however, I have occupied a defensive position, en. 
deavoring, as well as T was able, to vindicate, from the charge 
of violaung pledges and disregarding compromises, those who 
have asked Congress to abolish stavcry and the slave trade 
here; and who have exercised what they believe to be their just 
freedom of speech and of the press, for the purpose of convine- 
ing the Southern States of the duty of abolishing slavery within 
their limits, 

But, sir, Lam not disposed to act merely on the defensive. I 
intend to show that, while the South charges the North with a 
violation of implied pledges in regard to slavery, she hag her- 
self violated her own clearly implied pledges on this very sub- 


ject. 


Whoever will look into the history of the period when the 
Constitutuion was formed, will find that it was then the univer- 
sal expectation—an expectation excited by the slave States 
themselves, especially by Virginia and Maryland—that slavery 
would, at no distant day, be abolished by their own le- 
gislation. Abol.tition, as I have already, intimated and 
will now show, was emphatically the spirit of thuse times. 
Slavery was regarded as a doomed institution—as des- 
tined to be “of few days? and declared to be “full 
of evil.” It was considered and treated as a dangerous 
intruder, that was to be allowed, from necesity, to hold, tempo: 
rarily, as a tenant at suferance, but by no means to be permitted 
to enjoy a fee simple in this soil of freedom. ‘This feeling per- 
vadeil the country; it pervaded the Convention that formed the 
Constitution, and must necessarily bave formed an essential 
element in the compromises which led to its adoption, 

Antislavery was the prevalent feeling of the Revolution. 
With its first breath this nation drew in an abhorrence of slave- 
ry in every form. The colonial policy of the mother country, 
by which it had been introduced, was the subject of almost uni- 
versal execralion, It wasthen held to be “self evident” that 
all men were “created equal, and endowed by their Creator 
with the inalienable rightsof life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.” This great truth—not slavery —was regarded as 
“the corner-stone of our Republican edifice.’’ 

Nor was it held to be exclusively applicable to the Anglo- 
Saxon race; but the descendantsof Africa were to enjoy its be- 
nefits and blessings. Accordingly we find the work of African 
emancipation early commencing under its influence. Vermont 
toek the lead by declaring in her Constitution in 1777 that there 
should be no slavery within her limits. Massachusetts and 
Pennsylvania followed in 17£0, and New Hampshire, Connectt- 
cut, and Rhode Island in 1784. The motives and spirit of these 
great movements are well set forth in the-preamble to the Abo- 
liton act of Pennsylvania; a part of which I beg permission to 
read. 

Having recounted the dangers and deliverances of the Revo- 
lution, and expressed “a grateful sense of the manifold bles- 
sings undeservedly received from the hand of that Being from 
whom cometh every good and perfect gift,” the preamble says: 

“Impressed with these ideas, we conceive thatit is our duty, 
and we rejoice that it is in our power, to extend a portion of that 
freedom to others which has been extended to us. Pat ie 
We esteem it a peculiar blessing that we are this day enabled to 
add one more step to universal civilization by removing as 
much as possible the sorrows of those who have lived in un- 
deserved bondage. Weaned by a long course of experience 
from those narrow prejudices we had imbibed, we find our hearts 
enlarged with kindness and benevolence towards men of alt 
conditions and nations; and we conceive ourselves, at this parti- 
cular period, extraordinarily called upon, by the blessings we 


have received, to manifest the sincerity of our professions, and 


togive a substantia! proof ot our gratitude.” 

“and whereas the condition of those persons who have been 
heretufore denominated negro and mulatto slaves, has been at- 
tended with circumstances which notonly deprived them of the 
common blessings they were, by nature, entitled to, but has 
cast them into the deepest afllictions by an unnatural separation 


and sale of husband and wife from each other, and their chil- 


eren—an injury, the greatness of which can only be conceived |’ 


by supposing that we were in the same unhappy Case. Tn jus- 


tice, therefore, to persons so unhappily circumstanced, and . 


who, having no prospect before them wherein they may rest 
their sorrows and their hopes, have no reasonable inducement 
to render the service to society which they otherwise might; 
and, also, in grateful commemoration of our own happy deli- 
verance from that atate of unconditioual submission to which 
we were doomed by the tyranny of Britain: Be it enacted, that 
no child hereafter born shall be a slave, d&c.” 

Here, Mr. Speaker, is exhibited the spirit of those times. Let 
this precious preamble be borne in mind as we proceed, 

In accordance with the spirit which dictate 
tions of Penvsylvania and other States, was the ordnance of 
1787, to which I have referred. Let me call your attention tothe 
preamble to the six articlesin that ordinance, the last of which 
abolished slavery ìn the Northwestern Territory. Itdeclares, 
among other things, that, “forextending the fundamental prin- 
ciples of civil and religious liberty, which form the baris 
whereon there Republics, thcir Jaws and constitutions are 
erected, to fix and establish those principles as the basis of all 
laws, constitutions, and governments, which forever hereafter 
shali be formed in the said Territory, * * ? Itis hereby 
ordained,” &«. 

Such was the, preamble to that act abolishing slavery. Then 
Abolition was regarded as extending ‘the fundamental princi- 
ples” which lay at the basis of our Republican institutions. 
Now, slavery is held to be “the corner-stone” of our Republican 
edifice !” 

Ruill further to exhibit the spirit of those times, Jet me refer 
to the declarations of sume of the leadirg statesmen of that day. 

In 1773, Patrick Henry, inaletter to Robert Pleasants, afier- 
wards President of the Virgiria Aboliuon Society, said: A 

“Is it not amazing that, at a time when rights of homanity 
are defined and understood with precision, ina country above 
all others fond of liberty. we find men professing a religion the 
most humane, mild, gentle, and generous, agopting a principle 
as Tepugnant fo humanity as it is inconsistent with the Bible, 
and destructive to Jiberty? Every thinking, honest man, Te- 
jects it in speculation; how few in practice, from eonscientisus 
motives! * * * I believe atime will ct me when an Oppor- 
tunity will be offered to abolish this lamentable evil. Every 
thing we can do is to improve it, if it happenin our day; ifnot, 
let us transmit to our descendants, together with our slaves, & 
pity for their unhappy lot, and our abhorrence of slave 


ry. "| 
* "+ Believe me, Ishall honor the Quakers for their poble of 
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forts to abotish slavery, Tc is a debt we owe to the purity of our 
relagion to show thacitis at variance with that law that war- 
rants slavery. Texhortyou to persevere in so worthy a reso- 
fuuon.”? 

In 1776, Dr. Hopkins, then at the head of the New England 
divines, in “an address to the owners of negro slaves in the Ame- 
rican Colonies,” says: 

“The conviction of the unjustifiableness of this practice (sla- 
very) has been increasing and greatly spreading of late; and 
many who have had slaves have toun themselves so unable to 
justity their own conduc: in holding them ia bondage, as to be 
induced to set them at liberty. * ° * Slavery is, in every 
instance wrons, obi i, and oppressive—a very great 
and crying sin—there deing nothing of the kind e 
the face oh the earth.” > qualoar on 

Near the close of the Revolutionary war, Mr. Jefferson, in 
his Notes on Virginia, sail: i 

“I think a chaoge already perceptible. since the origin of the 
present revolution. The spirit of the master is abating, that of 
the slave is rising from the dust, his condition mollifying, and 
the way, I hope, preparing, under the auspices of Heaven, for 
a total emancipation.” : 

la 1780, John Jay, ina letter from Spain, wrote: 

“The State of New York is rarely out of my mind or heart; 
and I am often disposed to write much respecting its affairs. But 
T have go little information as to its present political objects and 
operations, that lam afraid to attempt it. An excellent Jaw 
might be made out of the Pennsylvania one for the gradual sbo- 
liuon of slavery. ‘Li'l America comes into this measure, her 
prayers to Heaven will be impious. This is a strong expres- 
sion, but itis just. Were Iin your Legislature, I would pre- 
genta bill, drawn for the purpose with great care; and I would 
never cease moving it_ullit became a law, or I ceased to be a 
member. I believe God governs the world; and I believe it to 
be a maxim in his, as in our court, that those who ask for equity 

ought to do it.” 
rawing nearer to the time when the Constitution was 
adopted, and the “compromises” made which “guarantied” the 
rpetuity of slavery! we come to the celebrated letter of Mr. 
efferson to Dr. Price, of London, dated at Paris, August 7, 1785. 
Dr. Price had written a pamphlet o2 the subject of slavery, and 
Mr. Jefferson’s letter was in reply to one from the Doctor on the 
eubject of his pamphiet. 

Mr. Jefferson begins by speaking of the manner in which he 
thinks the pamphlet— which, it seems, had been extensively 
circulated in America—will have been received. “Southward 
of the Chesapeake,” he thinks “it will find but few readers con- 
curring with it in sentiment.” From the mouth to the head of 
the Chesapeake it would be received more favorably—“the bulk 
of the people approving it in theory’’—slaveholding keeping 
“the consciences of many uneasy;”? while northward of the 
Chesapeake the opponents of its doctrines would be about as 
rare as “robbers and murderers.” He then proceeds to say: 

“In Maryland I do not fied such a disposition to begin the re- 
dress of this enormity isin Virginia. This is the next State to 
which we may turn our eyes for the interesting spectacle of 
justice in conflict with avarice and oppression; a conflict, 
wherein the sacred side is gaining daily recruits from the influx 
into office of young men grown and growing up. These have 
sucked in the principles of liberty as it wete with their mother’s 
milk, and it is to them I look with anxiety to turn the fate of 
this question. Be not, therefore, discouraged. What you have 
written will do a great deal of good; and, could you still trouble 
yourself with our welfare, no man is more ableto give aid to 
the laboring side.” [{@r. Jefferson was not afraid of foreign in- 
terference. He looked into the question of slavery as belonging to 
no country exclusively, but affecting the common humanily.} 
“The College of William and Mary, in Williamsburg, since the 
remodelling of its plan, is the place where are collected together 
all the young men of Virginia under preparation for public 
life. They are there uader the direction, most of them, of a 
Mr. Wythe, one of the most virtuous of characters, and whose 
sentiments on the subject of slavery are unequivocal. lam 
satisfied, if you could resolve to address an exhortation to those 
young men with all the eloquence of which you are master, 
that ita influence on the future decision of this important ques- 
tion would be great, perhaps decisive.” [Whata request! A 
Virginian asking an Abolitionist to addressa letter oa the subject 
of slavery to the young men cf that State, preparing for public 
life! Andthey, too, membersof a college! Now the subject 
must not be agitated in colleges, even in New England, and Dr. 
Price's pamphlets and letters to the young men of Virginia 

«would be seized in the post offices and burnt. } 


“Thus you see,” continues Mr. Jefferson, ‘that, so far from 
thinking you have cause to repent of what you have done, I 
wish you todo more, and wish it on the assurance of its effect. 
The information I have received from A‘nerica of the reception 
of your pamphlet in the different States agrees with the ex- 
pectation I had formed. THOS. JEFFERSON.” 


Proceeding in the order of time, I come to the declarations of 
Washington. In writing to Robert Morris on the 12th of April, 
1736, General Washington said: i 

“There is not a man living who wishes more sincerely than I 
do, to see a plan adopted for the abolition ofalavery; but there 1s 
only one proper and effectual mode by which it can be accom- 
plished, and that is, by legisiative authority, and this, as far as 
my suffrage will go, shall never be wanting.” 

Un the 19th of May, 1736, he thus wrote to Lafayette: 

“ft (abolition) certainly might and ought to be effected, and 
that, too, by legislative authority.” 

Ina letter to John Fenton Mercer, 
said: 

“Itis among my first wishes to sec some plan adopted by 
which elavery in this country may be abolished by law.” 

To John Sinclair he wrote: si 

“There are in Pennsylvania laws for the gradual abolition of 
slavery which neither Maryland nor Virginia have at present, 
but which nothing ia more certain than that they must have, 
and at a period not remote.” : i 

These strong expressions of sentiment by General Washing- 
ton, it shouid be observed, were uttered only a year before the 
session of the Convention, himself at its head, which formed 
the Constitution that “guaranties” the perpetuity of slavery! 
But jet us come a little nearer to the adoption of the Constitu- 

tion. 

In an address by the Hon James Campbell, before the Penn- 
sylvania Society of Cincinnati, on the Fourth of July, 1787, he 
said: , 

“Our separation from Great Britain has extended the empire 
of humanity. The time is not far distant when our sister States, 


of September 9, 1766, he 
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oe of our example, shall turn their vassals into free- 

The Convention that formed the Constitution—whose “com- 
promises have imposed perpetual silence on the subject of sla- 
very!—was then in session at Philadelphia, and attended on the 
delivery of this address, with Genera! Washington at their head. 

The Convention agreed tu the Constitution, and submitted it 
to the people of the States on the 17th of September, 1787. For 
further evidence of the public sentiment at that time, let me 
now refer to the debates in some of the State Conventions to 
which it was submitted for ratification. 

In the debates in the North Carolina Convention, Mr. Iredell, 
aferwards a Judge of the Supreme Court of the United S:ates, 
said: 

“When the entire abolition of slavery takes place, it will be 
an event which must he pleasing te every generous mind, and 
every friend of human nature.” 

Mr. Galloway said: 

SI wish to see this abominable trade put an end to. Lappre- 
hend the clause (touching the slave trade) means to bring for- 
ward manumissivn.” 

Luther Martin, of Maryland, a member of the Convention 
that formed the Constitution of the United States, said: 

“We ought to authorize the Gen ral Government to make 
such regulations aa shall be thought most advantageous for the 
gradual abolition of slavery and the emancipation of the slaves 
which are already in the States.” 

Judge Wilson, of Pennsylvania, ono of the Convention that 
framed the Constitution, said, in the Pennsylvania Convention 
that ratified it: 

“I consider this clause (that relating to the slave trade) as 
laying the foundation fur banishing slavery out of this country. 
It will produce the same kind of gradual change which was pro- 
duced in Pennsylvania. ‘1 he new States whieh are to be formed 
will be und-r the control of Congress in this particular, and 
slaves will never be introduced among them. It presents us 
with the pleasing prospect that the rights of mankind will be ac- 
knowledged and established throughout the Union.” 

In the Virginia Convention of 1787, Mr. Mason, author of the 
Virginia Constitution, said: 

“The at mentation of slaves weakens the States; and such a 
trade is diabolical in itself, and disgraceful to mankind. * * * 
As much as I value the Union of all the States, I would not ad- 
mit the Southern States (South Carolina and Georgia) into the 
Union, unless they agree to the discontinuance of this disgrace- 
ful trade, becanse it would bring weakaess and not strength to 
the Union.” . 

Mr. Johnsan said: 

“The principle (of emancipation) has begun since the Revo- 
lution. Let us do what we will, it willcome round. Stavery 
has been the foundation of that impiety and dissipation which 
have been so much disseminated among our countrymen. If it 
were totally annihilated, it would do much good.” 

Patrick Henry contended that, by the Constitution, Congress 
would have power to abolish slavery as indispensably necessary 
to the safety of the country, whose “general defence” was com- 
mitted to itscare. In addition to this argument, he said: 

“another thing will contribute to bring this event about— 
slavery is detested. We feel its fatal efivcts. We deplore it 

w th the pity of humanity.’”’ 

In the Massachusetts Convention of 1788, General Heath said 
that— 

“Slavery was confined to the States now existing. It could 
not be extended. By their ordinance, Congress had declared 
that the new States should be Republican States, and have no 
slavery:” s 

Judge Dawes said: és : 

“Although slavery is not smitten by an apoplexy, yet it has 
receiveda mortal wound, and will die of consuinption.” 

Such are some of the expressions of opinion in the Conven- 
tions that adopted the Constitution, in regard to slavery, and its 

robable speedy abolition. The expressions in regard to the 
finer may be all summed up in the brief and significant lan- 
guage of Judge Dawes—slavery “has received a mortal wound, 
and will die of consumption.” This, iudeed, was the public opi- 
nion of that day; and yet we are now told that the Constitution, 
which drew its first breath in the atmosphere ef that public opi- 
nion, contained an implied guarantee, or had connected with it 
such compromises as implied a guarantee, k 
slavery, even at the expense of a sacrifice of the rights of 
speech,-and the press, and petition! Drey body understood 
that slavery was mortally wounded, and festfned to speedy 
death; and yet, by a strange nectomancy of constitutional im- 
plication, there was at that very time throw#i‘around it the 
shield of the Union for protection against its great enemles— 
freedom of speech and freedom of the press! ~: k 

Let me now refer to a few expressions of opinion going to 
show the state of public sentiment soon after the adoption of the 
Constitution. : oe i 

In the Maryland House of Delegates in 1789, William Pinkney 
said: if 

“Dut, sir, is it possible that this body should not feel for the re- 
putation of Maryland? Is national honor unworthy of conside- 
ration? 1s the censure of an enlightened universe insufficient 
tu alarm ust The character of my country among the nations 
of the world is as dear to me as that country itself.” {Noble 
sentiment! But in what Maryland bosom does it now beat, in 
reference to slavery and the slave trade here, for which this na- 
tion is responsible to “an enlightened universe?”’} “What a 
motley appearance (continues Mr P.) must Maryland at this 
moment make in the eyes of those who view her with delibera- 
tion. Is she not at once the fair temple of freedom and the abo- 
minable nursery of slaves? the school for patriots and the foster- 
mother of petty despots? the asserter of human rights and the 
patron of wanton oppression? Here have emigrants from a land 
of tyranny found an asylum from persecution; and here also 
have those who came as rightfully free as the winds of heaven 
found an eternal grave for the liberties of themselves and their 
posterity. soe + + > Sir, by the eternal principles of 
natural justice, ro master 1n the State has a right to hold his 
slave in bondage fora single hour. To me, sir, nothing 
for which I have not the evidence of my senses 1s more clear 
than that it [slavery] will one day destroy that reverence for li- 
berty which is the vital principle of a Republic.” [Now sla- 
very has become essential to the preservation ot our liberties— 
the “corner stone of our Republican edifice ™?] < Sir, the thing 
is impolitic; never will your country be productive; never will 
{ts agriculture, its commerce, or lts manufactures flourish, 80 
long as they depend on reluctant bondmen for their progress.” 

What mnst have been the state of publi¢ sentiment which 
ould in the Legislature of a slave State bear euch an indignant, 


for the security of. 


burning rebuke of slavery as this? Did Pinkney, or the body 
whom he addressed, believe that there was in or about the Con- 
stitution of the United States any “implied” prohibition of the 
freedom of speech on the subject of slavery? 

Let me now turn, for further evidence of public sentiment, to 
the debates in the first Congress. On the 12th of February, 
1790, a memorial was presented, signed by Benjamin Franklin, 
President of the Pennsylynnia Abolition Society, setting forth 
in strong language the injustice of slavery, its inconsistency 
with our institutions, and the duty of all to labor to effect its abo- 
lition; and asking Congress to take into consideration the traffic 
in slaves, and “step to the very verge of the power vested” in it 
for “discouraging every species of traffic in the persons of eur 
fellow men.” 

_ The reception of this petition was neither objected to nor “‘con- 
sidered” as objected to; but it was respectfully received and con- 
sidered. In the debate that arose upon it, Mr. Parker, of Vir- 
ginia, said: : 

_“I cannot help expressing the pleasure I feel in finding so con- 
siderable a part of the community attending to matters of such 
momentous concern to the future prosperity and happiness of 
the people of America. Ithinkit my duty asa citizen of the 
Union to espouse their cause.” 

Mr. Page, of Virginia, (afterwards Governor,) said: 

“He was in favor of the commitment. He hoped that the de- 
signs-of the respectable memorialists would not be stepped at 
the threshoid, in order to preclude a fair discussion of the prayer 
of the memorial. He placed himself in the case of a slave.” 
[This is the true position—to make the slave’s case our own—to 
“remember those in bonds as bound with them.”? When we do 
this, we shal! go where Franklin asked the first Congress to go— 
to “the very verge’’ of our power, to abolish, and, where we 
cannot abolish, to “discourage” slavery. But to proceed with 
the quotation.} “He placed himself in the case of a slave, and 
said that, on hearing that Congress had refused to listen to the 
decent suggestions of the respectable part of the community,” 
[now the petitioners are “despicable fanatice!””] ‘the should in- 
ter that the General Government, from which it was expected 
great good wouid result to every class of citizens, had shut their 
ears against the voice of humanity.” 

Mr. Sco:t, of Pennsylvania, said: 

“{ cannot, for my part, conceive how any person can be said 
to acquire a property in another. I do not know how far I 
might go, if I was one of the judges of the United States, and 
these people were to come bofore me, and claim their emancipa- 
tion; but I am sure I would go as far as I could.” 

Mr. Burke, of South Carolina, said: 

“He saw the disposition of the House, and he feared it would 
be referred to a committee, maugre all their opposition.” 

Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, said: > 

“That, on entering into this Government, they (Bonth Carolina 
and Georgia) apprehended that the other States * * * would, 
from motives of humanity and benevolence, be led to vote for a 
general emancipation.” 

In a debate at a previous session of Congress, (May 13, 1789,) 
on a proposition to Impose a duty of ten dollars each on im- 
ported siaves— wide , 

Mr. Parker, of Virginia, the mover of the proposition, said: 

“He hoped Congress would do all that lay in their power to 
restore to human nature its inherent privileges, and, if puesible, 
wipe off the stigma under which America labored. 'The incon- 
sistency in our principles, with which we are justly charged, 
should be done away, that we may show by ouractions the pure 
beneficence of the doctrine we hold out to the world in our De- 
claration of Independence.” _ 

Mr. Jackson. of Georgia, said: 

“yt was the fashion of the day to favor the liberty of the 
slaves.” 

Mr. Madison said: 

“The dictates of humanity, the principles of the people, the 
national safety and happiness, and prudent policy, require it of 
us. * * * * Iconceive the Constitution, in this particular, 
was formed in order that the Government, whilst it was restrain- 
ed from laying atotal prohibition, might be able to give some 
testimony of the sense of America with respect tothe African 
trade. j a lt is to be hoped that, by expressing ana- 
tional disapprobation of this trade, we may destroy it, and eave 
ourselves from reproaches, and our posterity the imbecility ever 
attendant on a country filled with slaves. . If there 
is any one point in which it is clearly the policy ofthis nation, 
go as We constitutionally can, to vary the practice obtaining un- 
der some of the State Governments, it is this.”’ 

Such was the strong anti-slavery feeling manifested ia the 
first Congress. Andit is worthy of remark that the question of 
slavery was treated asa national question—arguments for na- 
tional interference, to the-full extent of constitutional power, 
and with a view to “varying the practice under some of the 
State Governments,” being drawn from considerations of na- 
tional honor, national strength, and national safety. 

Pursuing the order oftime, let me give two additional and 
pointed reprobations of slavery by distinguished men of that 

eriod: 

P In 1794, Dr. Rush declared: a. 

“Domestic slavery is repugnant to the principles of Christi- 
anity. It pros:rates every benevolent and just principie of ac- 
tion in the human heart. It is rebellion against the authority 
of a common Father. _ It is a practical denial of the extentand 
efficacy of the death ofa common Saviour. It is a usurpation of 
the prerogative of the great Sovereign of the universe, who 
has solemnly claimed an exclusive property in the souls of 

en.” 

In 1796, Mr. Tucker of Virginia, Judge of the Supreme 
Court of that State, and professor of law in the College of 
William and Mary, in a letter to the General Assembly of that 
State, urging the abolition of slavery, said: 

“Should we not, at the time of the Revolution, have broken 
their fetters? Is it not our duty to embrace the first moment 
of constitutional health and vigor to effectuate s0, desirable an 
object, and to remove from us & stigma with which our ene- 
mies will never fail to upbraid us, nor our consciences to re- 
proach us? S 

I come now, Mr. Speaker, to another, and, in some respects, 
much stronger evidence of the pi evalence of anti-slavery senti- 
ments at the period to which Ihave referred. Idonot allude to 
expressions of individual opinion, but to associated opinion and 
aseociated effort in favor of the abolition of slavery. Yes, sir, 
so strongly was the public mind moved on the subject of “Abo- 
htion,” that Abolition societies were actually formed in Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland and Virginia. The Pennsylvania Society 
was formed in 1780, and incorporated by ect of the Legislature 
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that very State from which Washington, Jefferson, Madisom 
Henry, aad others predicted, and pra ed for its speedy extir- 
pation, are slaves now actually raised for exportation. A 

Mr. GarLAND of Virginia here interposed, and denied the 
truthof the assertion. Mr. 8. perceiving that the remark had 
excited some sensibility, and desiring to avoid seeming to cast 
reproach upon Virginia, passed it over by remarking thatthe 
District of Columbia was notoriously a market for the surplus 
siaves in the neighboring countiesof Virginia and Maryland, and 
that slaves thus purchased were annually shipped in large 
numbers to Southern markets. On the day following, Mr. 
GARLAND, ic. his reply to Mr. 8. having spoken to his allusion 
to slave-breeding in Virginia as “the repetition of a base 
slander of that prince of demagog ues, Daniel Q’Connell,” Mr. S. 
asked permission to read, in proof of his assertion, the follow- 
ing account of the declarations of distinguished Virginians 
which he found in “Jay’s View of the action of the Federal Go- 
vernment in behalf of Slavery.” 

In the Legislature of this State, in 1832, Thomas Jefferson 
Randolph declared that Virginia had been converted into ‘one 
grand menagerie, where men are reared for the market like 
oxen forthe shamble.’ Thig same gentleman thus compared the 
foreign with the domestic tPaffic:' The trader (African) receives 
the slaves, a stranger in aspect, language, and manner, from the 
merchant who brought him from the interior. — But here, sir, 
individuals whom the master has known from infancy—whom 
he has seen sporting in the innocent gambuls of childhood—who 


in'}787—Benjamin Franklin, President; Dr. Rush, Secretary. 
The New York Society was formedin !7e5—John Jay, Pre- 
sident, afterwards Alexander Hamilton. The Maryland Soci- 
ety was formed in 1789. Among its officers were Judze Chase 
aad Luther Martin. In 1790 the Connecucut Society was formed 
—Dr. Stiles, President, and Simeon Baldwin, (late Judge B iUd- 
win,) Secretary. In the same year the Virginia Society was 
formed—Robert Pleasants, President; and also the New Jersey 
Society, which had an acting committee of five members in 
each county inthe State. In reference to these societies, | find 
inthe “Anti-Slavery Examiner,” which I hold in my hand, 
the following: x ? 

“Among the distinguishen individnals who were efficient of- 
ficient officers of these Abolition Societies, and delegates from 
their respactive State Societies at the annual meeting of the 
. American Convention for promoting the abolition of slavery, 
were Hon. Uriah Tracy, Uniled States Senator from Connecti- 
cut; Hon Zephania Swift, Chief Justice ofthe same State; 
Hon. Cesar A. Rodney, Attorney General of the United States; 
Hon. James A. Bayard, United States Senator from Delaware; 
Governor Bloomfield, of New Jeraey; Hon. Wm. Rawle, the 
late venerable head ofthe Philadelphia Bar; Messrs. Fosterand 
Tillinghast, of Rhode Island; Messrs. Ridzely, Buchanan, and 
Wilkinson. of Maryland; and Messrs. Pleasants, McLean, and 
Anthony, of Virginia.” 

For the purpose of showing the principles and objects of these 
societies, let me refer briefly to the constitutions of two of theta, 
and the memorials to Congress of two others, 

The following is the preamble to the Constitution of the 
Pennsylvania society: 

“Fe having pleased the Creator of the world to make of one 
flesh all the children of men,it becomes them to consalt and 

romote to each others happiness as members of the same 

mily, however diversified they may be by color, situation, re- 
ligion, or different states of society. It is more especially the 
duty of thoze persons who profess to maintain for themselves 
the rights of human nature,and who acknowledge the obligations 
of Christianity, to use such means as are in their power to ex- 
tend the blessings of freedom to every part of the human 
race, and in a more particular manner to such of their fellow- 
creatures ag are entitled to freedom by the laws and constitu- 
tions .of any of the United States, and who, notwithstanding, 
aredetained in bondage by fraud or violence. Froma full con- 
. viction of the truth and obligation of these principles—from a 
desire todiffuse them wherever the miseries and vices of sla- 
very exist, and in humble confidence ofthe favor and support 
of the Father of mankind, the subscribers have associated 
themselves uniler the title of the “Pennsylvania Soriety for Pro- 
moting the Abolition of Slavery and the Reliefof Free Negroes 
unlawfully held in Bondage.” 

Thefoliowing is part ofthe preambie to the Constitution of 
the New Jersey Society: 

“Jt is our boast that we live under the Government, wherein 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, are recognised as the 
universal rights of men. We abhor that inconsistent, illiberal, 
and interested policy which withholds those rights from an 
unfortunate and degraded class ofour fellow-creatures.”? 

‘Tao Connecticut and Virginia Societies sent memorials to Con- 

The folowing isan extract from the former: 

“Prom the sober conviction of the umighteousness ofslavery , 
your petitioners have long beheld with grief our fellow-men 
doomed.to perpetual: bondage ina country which boasts of her 
freedom. Your petitioners were led by motives, we conceive, 
of general philanthropy [now it is “fanaticism’’] to associate 
ourselves together for the protection and assistance of this un- 

- fortunate part of our fellaw-men.” 

The memorial of the Virginia Society is headed, “The me- 
morial of the Virginia Society for promoting the abolition of 
slavery.” ‘Phe following ia an extract: 

“Your memorialists fully believing that slavery ia not only.an 
odious degradation, but an outrageous violation of one of the 
ynost essential rights of human nature, and utterly repugaant 
to the precepis of the Gospel,” &c. | 

Tt would seemto bean appropriate closing of this mass of 
testimony to read, as I will now beg permission to do, an ex- 
tract from a sermon. of President Edwards, the youneer, 
preached before the Connecticut Abolition Society, September 
15, 1791. ‘ 

“Thirty years ago (said he) scarcelya man in this country 
thought either the slave trade or the slavery of negroes to be 
wrong; but now, how many and able advocates in private life, 
in our Legislatures, and in Congress, have appeared, and open- 
ly anddrrefragably pleaded the rights of humanity, in this as 
well as other instances? And ifwe judge of the future by the 
past, within fifty years from this time [the fifty years are about 
exp ring!] it will be as shameful fora manto hold a negr 

. plave as tobe guilty of common robbery or theft.” . 

Upon the testimony thus presented, I cannot, Mr. Speaker, 
find time for an extended commentary. Nor do [deen it ne- 
cessaty. Tt seems to me impossible that it shouid have failed to 
convince all who have heard it, that, so far from there having 
been animplied pledge «n the part of the free States, that the 
subject ofsiavery should not be agitated, there arose necessa- 
rily, from the common sentiment of that period in regard to 
slavery, from the perfect freedom with which it was every 
where assailed, and from the general expectation of its speedy 
abolition, an implied pledge on the part of the slave Statesthat 
no obstacles should be interposed to the freest action of public 
sentiment in regard to it; but that they would, in fact, continue 
to co-operate, as they were then co operating, with the philan- 
tropists of the North, in producicg a public sentiment that 
should, “at no distant day,” put an end to the evil. 


from the mother’s arms, and sells into a strange country— 
among a strange people—subject to cruel taskmasters. In my 
opinion, it is much worse.” à 

“Mr. Gholson of Virginia, in his speech in the Legislature of 
that State, January 18, 1831, (see Richmond Whig,) says: ‘The 
legal maxim of partus sequitur ventrem is coeval with the ex- 
istence of the rights of property itself, and is founded irfwisdom 
and justice. ltisonly on the justice and inviolability of this 
maxim that the master foregoes the service of the female slave, 
has her nursed and attended during the period of her gestation, 
and raises the helpless and infant offspring. The value of the 
proporty justifies the expense; and I do not hesitate to say tnat 
in:its increase consists much of our wealth,” 

“Professor Dew, now president of the College of William and 
Mary, Virginia, in his review of the debate in the Virginia Le- 
gislature in 1831, ’82, speaking of the revenue arising from the 
trade, saye: ‘A full equivalent being thus left in the place of the 
slave, this emigration becomes an advantage to the State, and 
does not check the black popuilatien as much as at first view we 
might imagine, becaase it furnishes every inducement to the 
master to attend to the negroes, to encourage breeding, and to 
cause the greatest number possible to be raised, Virginiais, in 
fact, a negro raising State for other States.’ 

“usir, C.F. Mercer asserted in the Vitginia Convention of 
1829: ‘The tables of the natural growth of the slave population 
demonstrate, when compared with the increase of its numbers 
in the Commonwealth for twenty years past, that an annual re- 
venue ofnot less than a million and ahalf of dollars 1s derived 
from the exportation of a part of this population.’ ” 

Mr. Suang proceeded. With the increese of slaves from 
697,897 to near two millions and three quarters, have the num- 
ber ofthe slave States increased from six to thirteen, three of the 
new slave States being formed from territory purchased with 
the common treasure of the nation; so that the North has ac- 
tually paid her money to purchase new fields to be moistened 
with the sweat and blood of slavery, instead of having the pro- 
mised aid of the South, in getting rid of the national evil ! 

‘Tho number of representatives, on account of the slave popu- 
lation, has increased to twenty-five, and will probably rise to 
thirty, after the next census. Let me show you, Mr. Speaker, 
the strange results of this principle of “slave representation” on 
this floor. 

The slave States, with a free population of 3,823,000, have one 
hundred representatives; while the free States, with a popula- 
tion of 7,003,000, have but one hundred and forty-two. uk at 
this in some of its details. 

Virginia, with a population of 741,000, has twenty-one repre- 
sentatives, while Ohio, with a population of 947,000, has 
but nineteen. The free State, with a froe population of 206,000 
more, has a representation of two less. 

Pennsylvania, with a population of 1,347,300, has twenty- 
eight representatives, while South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana, with a population of 912,000, beiag 
435,800 less than Pennsylvania, has the same number. I might 
pursue this comparison; but I have goue far enough to show 
the great disadvantage to which the free States have been sub- 

jected by yielding to the South a slave representation, for which 
they obtained in the compromise no substantial equivalent, as 
I will now show. 

‘he Constitution provides that “representatives and direct 
taxes shall be äpportionec among the several States which may 
be included within this Union, according to their respective 
numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole 
numberof free persons ” * ° three-fifths o all other per- 
sons,” that is, three-fifths of the slaves. This extra burden of 
taxation on account of slaves was regarded as some compénsa- 
tion to the North for the extra advantage to the South of a slave 
representation. Now, sir, let us see how this consideration for 
the concession has failed. 

By a letter of the 26th of January, 1838, in reply to a call for 
infurmatioa from the Register of the Treasury, itappeare that 
the whole ufrthe receipts into the Treasury of the Unite States, 
tne whe dth of March 1789, to the 3lat of December, 1836, had 
been: : f 


VIOLATION OF IMPLIED PLEDGE OF THE SOUTH TO THE NORTH. Erom T nié, aes alti pA 
-And now, Mr. Speaker, let me look a little at the manner in Postage, f 1,092,227 52 
which the pledge of the South tothe North has been redeemed; Direct taxes, 12,742 294 64 
or rather, I ought to say, at the extent of its violaiion. If you oe 
will accompany me ina brief examination, I will show you n 719,045,352 01 
how slavery has increased its numbers—acquired new territory The receipts for the las: three years 
—enlarged in power—claimed exemption from all opposition— have been - - 2 - 96,731,262 48 


and trampled down the dearest rights of freedom, in its march 


. to uncontrolled dominion. $815,776.614 49 


In 179) ine slave population amounted to - - 697,367 
Now mark its increase: It thus appears that of more than eigh 

ž : S ght hundred and fifteen 
i taoi ai j : X . ` KOT millionsof receipts, about twelve millions and three-quarters, 
In as Ib war : 7 i : T Ieasos4 || Only bave been from direct taxation, and, even of this, the 
In 1830 i wes : : 4 Z go09.031 |} Motta has, of course, paid her proportion. Such isthe practi- 
In 1840 probable number, 2700 000 cal equivalent which has been received for a concession which 


has enabled the South, by a representation of slave pi operty, to 
control thedeatinies of the cau 
which no one now belicves woul 


Slavery was to be abolished “at no distant day ™ and yet it. 


' 
has increased for fifty yeara—a; concession 


have been made, but for the 


have been accustumed to look to him for protection, he tears | 
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assurance which I have shown was fell, an assurance encou- 
raged by the slave States themselves, that slavery should, "at no 
distant day,” be abolished throughout the country. i 
But while the rendermg of the constitutional equivalent for 
the slave representation has thus been avoided when money was 
to be paid. we find the compromise fully carried out when mo- 
ney is tobe received. Thus the ratio of representation, includ- 
ing the representation in the Senate, was made the basis of the 
distribution of the surplus revenue by the act of 1836, giving, of 
course, a disproportionate amount to theslave States. Thusthe 
thirteen free States, with a population of 7,003,000, received 
$21,410,77/ 12; while the thirteen slave States, withafree pepu- 
lation of 3,823,000, received $16,058,882 85! So that there was 
received for each free inhabitant of the slave States $4 20; while 
for aie inhabitant of the free States there was received but 
While considering the subject of the concession to the South 
of a slave representation, one cannot help inquiring what— 


-gince sv much is said of implied compromises—were the real 


compromises of the Constitution, in connection with the sub- 
ject of slavery? What did each party actually concede to the 
other’ ` 

There was conceced to the South the stipulation to deliver up 
fagitive slaves—pro.ection against domestic violence—a_ con- 
tinuance of the slave tradet wenty years—and the three-fifths re- 
presentation of slave property. Surely these are large conces- 
sions to be made in favor of slavery. And what concession 
was made tothe North in return? None, except the stipulation 
just referred to, in regard to direct taxation, which has, as Ihave 
shown, amounted to nothing. 

Does not this glaring inequality of concession give irresisti- 
ble force to the argument which I have drawn from the history 
of those times, to show that it was the general expectation that 
slavery would be soon abolished? Is it possible to believe that 
such concessions would have been made in favor of slavery, 
(concessions to wrong, not to right,) if any body had suspected 
that it was not to be abolished, but to be cherished, increased, 
and made permanent? Did any body dream that the concession 
of a “three-fifths” representation would, within fifty years, 
bring into Congress thirty representatives—a representation of 
two millions seven hundred thousand slaves? But, more than 
all—could it have been thought of, or, if thought of, could the 
idea have been endured for a moment—that that concession was 
to be used as an engine of political power? that the destinies of 
the country were actually to be controlled by the representa- 
tion which slavery should bring mto this hall, and the votes 
it should give in the elections of the Chief Magistrates of the 
country? 

Mr. Speaker, the history of slavery in this country for the 
last thirty years, has been a history of encroachment without 
a paraliel—encroachment involving aa gross a violation of im- 
plied pledges as can well be conceived. Let facts speak on 
this subject; and that they may speak in the best manner, and 
to the best effect, let me read to the House an extract from 
a speech delivered in the Senate of the United States some 
two years ago, hy Governor Davis of Massachusetts, whose 
sound, prac ical sense, for which he is so much and so de- 
servedly distinguished, seized upon the strorg points in this 
matter of Southern encroachment, and presented them in the 
following language: 

“This interest (slavery) has ruled the destinies of the Repub- 
lic. For forty out of forty-eight years, it has given us a Pre. 
sident from iis own territory, and of its own selection., During 
all thistime it has not only had a President sustaining its own 
peculiar views of public policy, but, through him, has held and 
used in its own way the whole organization of all the Depart- 
ments, and all the vast and controiling patronage incident to that 
office, to aid it in carrying on its views and policy, as well ag to 
protect and secure to it every advantage.” 

“Ger us explore a little further, and sec how the two Houses 
of Congress have been organized. For thirty years out of 
thirty-six that interest has placed its own Speaker In the chair 
of the other House, thus securing the organization of commit- 
tees, and the great influence of that station. And, sir, while all 
other interests have, during part of the ime, had the chair(Vice 
Presidency)in which you preside assigned to them, as an 
equivalent for these great concessions, yet, ineach year, when 
a President pro tem. is elected, who, upon the contingencies 
mentioned in the Constitution, will be the President of the 
United States, that interest has invariably given us that officer. 
Look, I beseech you, through all the plac.s of honor, of profit, 
and privilege; and there you wiil find the representativesof this 
interest in numbers that indicate its influence. Does not, then, 
this interest rule, guide, and adapt public policy to its own 
views. and fitit to suit the action and products of its own 
labor?” 

In connection with the view thus presented by Governor Da- 
vis, let me refer to the progress of the influence of slavery in 
the elections of the pfesidiag officers of this House. The ter- 
mination of the present Congress will complete fifty two years 
from the organization of the Government. During the first 
twelve years the Speakers were from Pennsylvania, Connecti- 
cut, New Jersey, and Massachusetts; during the next six years 
fcom North Carolina; the next four years from Maesachusetts; 
the next nine years from Kentucky and South Carolina; the 
next year from New York; the next four years from Virginia 
and Kentucky; the nexttwo years from New York; and the last 
fourteen years from Virginia and Tennessee. 

Dividing the whole term, as near as may be, into three equal 
periods, itappears that, for the first seventeen years, the chair 
was filled twelve years from the North, and five years from the 
South; forthe next seventeen years five from the North, and 
twelve from the South; and for the last eighteen years two from 
the North, and sixteen from the South! . 

Such a result asthis needs no comment. It speaks for itself, 
and speaks a language not to be misunderstood. ree , 

For further evidence of the power of slavery and its disposi- 
tion to encroachment, I might, if I had time, refer to numerous 
important questions which have been decided in Congress, in 
which the power of the three-fifths representation has had a 


violation of the maile—and to the violation of the Constitution, 
in denying to the free colored citizens of the North the privileges 
or ninco in the Southern States of this Union. But time would 
ail me: 
Upon this tatter topic, however, 1 cannot refrain from dwell- 
‘ng, fora moment, for the purpose of calling the attention of the 


Jan. 1840. 


APPENDIX to titi CONGRESSIONAL atott. abe 


e6rH Cona..--1lst SESS. 


Abolition Petitions—Mr 


House to the effect which has been given, at thé South, to the 
laws prohibiting the emigration within their borders, and even a 
avj urn among them, of tree colored citizens of other Statea. I 
allude to the execution of these laws upon the citizens of a fo- 
reign country, forced by the dangers of the sea into a Southern 
portofthis Union. Uhave in my hard the following froin a Ja- 
maica paper (the Despatch,) published in the year 1833, which 
I bog permi ion to read: i j 
e have been politely favored with a Haytien paper 

L'Union de Port-au Prince, of the 19th ult. by which it ai 
appear that the Republic is highly indignant at the treatment ex- 
perieuced by the crew of a Haytien vessel, which was forced, 
by stress of weather, to enter one of the United States, (Char- 
lesion.) L’Union, after detailing the circumstances that 
obliged the vessel in question, L’Artibonite to put in- 
to Charleston remarks: ‘so soon as she arrived there, the 
whole of the crew (captain allowed te remain) were seized and 
thrown into prison, where every assistance or comfort was de- 
nied to our unfortunate mariners, whose incarceration lasted 
the whole time thatthe vessel was being repaired. 
outrage against the Haytien nation. The day may yet come when 
it will be in our power to cause the name of Haytiens to be re- 
spected abroad, and particularly so by our arrogant neighbors. 

ntil that period arrives, however, we have in our hands the 
means of retaliation, Already, if wejudge rightly,a spirit of 
deep aversion to the Americans manifests itee:f, and seems to 
pervade all classes of our citizens: and so indignant do we feel 
at their conduct towards our countrymen, that we are almost 


inclined to denounce and hold them up to the hatred of the na- - 


tion? ” 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what but a want of power on the part of 
the Haytien Government has prevented a demand upon this 
Government for redress tor this outrage on therights of Haytien 


citizens? There is, itis true, no danger of a war with Hayt.- 


Her weakness is our protection! Butmay not our extensive 
and profitable commerce with that nation be made to suffer 
from such vutrages on ttre rights of its citizens? And, shall it 
be still asked, What has this nation todo withslavery? 

There is one fact, placing in a very strong light the tenacious- 
ness of the slave power, and its disregardof the implied pledge 
to which I have referred, which Icannot omit to notice; and to 
which I ask the special attention of this House. Itis a claim 
that no free State shali be admitted into this Union without the 
simultaneous admission of a slave State.” It is even urged as 
an argument for the division ef Florida, and its admission 
into the Union a3 two States, that it must be done in order 
to balance with two new slave States the two new free States 
—soon to be admitted—of Wiskonsan and lowa. To give 
plausibility to this demand of slavery, it is asserted in an 
article, in a late Virginia paper, «transferred to the Globe) 

t— 

“From the time that new States began to be admitted in_ad- 
dition to the ‘Old Thirteen,’ from that time it has been the fixed 
policy of the Union to admit a slave Stateand a free State at 
the same ‘time. Thus Kentucky and Vermont came in to- 

ther. Ohio and Tennessee followed; Alabama and Ilinois, 

ouisiana and Indiana, Missouri and Maine, Arkansas and 
Michigan. Thusthe Unien kept its parts even, and to do so, 
twice have the New England States divided their small States 
and made them less. Vermont and Maine were both divided 
from other States to make new ones to balance, in the Senate at 
least, the new large slaveholding States.” 

Aware of the startling character of such aclajm in favor of 
slavery, the writer of the article says—'it has been the fixed 

_ policy of the Union to admit a slave and a free State at the 
sametime.’ ThisI deny. The States mentioned by him as 
having come into the Union on the “balance” principle, have 
been admitted as follows: 


Slave. Free. 
Kentucky, - - - 1791 Vermont, - >» - 1791 
Tennessee, - - + 179% oho, - + -< > 1802 
Louisiana, - - - 1812 Indiana, - + «+ 1816 
Alabama, - - - 1819 Minois- - > -> 1818 
Missouri, - - - 182t Maine, - + * -= 1820 
Arkansas, - - - 1836 Michigan, - =- _ - 1836 

Now, ın the first place, this writer has omitted Mississippi 


(admitted in 1817) from his account current between the slave- 
holding and non slaveholding States. The introduction of it 
throws his balance sheet into confusion, besides showing the ad- 
vantage which slavery has gained over freedum in the admission 
of new States. : 2 F 

But, independent of this, tha list furnishes no evidence of the 
“frod policy” of which he speaks. Thus, sir, all know that 
the potitical ‘thalance’’ between freedom and slavery, now con: 
tended for, was entirely unthought of when Kentucky and 
Vermont came into the Union. The well-known state of public 
feeling on the subjectof slavery at that period shows this conclu- 
sively. Indeed, the nation that slavery, which it was then de- 
clared „had “received a mortal woun and would die of con- 
sumptton,” was to run a race with freedom, is absolutely ridicu- 
lous. 

The idea of a division of “small States of New England to 
make new ones to balance” is equally destitute of foundation. 
Maine was separated from Massachusetts proper, by the Terri- 
tory of New Hampshire; and her political separation was, 
therefore, dictated by her natural position, a8 well as by other 
obvious considerations, having no relation to the “balance” now 
contended for. As for Vermont, the ‘Green Mountain boys,” 
driven by the injustice of New York, decla ed themselves inde- 

endent, and formeda State Constitution in 1777, fourteen years 
before their admission into the Union; and having maintained 
their independence against New York, New Hampshire, and 
Canada, by a comoination of the most consummate skill and 
noble daring, they finally came into the Union in 1791. 

I might go through the list and show that the controlling rea- 
sons for the admission ot all the new States into the Union have 
had no connection with the idea of the “balance” suggested. 
know the admission of Missouri, a3 a slave State, was urged 
upon the ground of the admission of Maine as a free one; and 
if Tam not mistaken, the claim now formerly insisted on was 
thea for the first time brought forward. It was, I regret to say, 
successful; and it has agaiu been successful in the admission of 

ag a siave State. 
AT ge not complain that new States at the South have been 
admitted into the Union—not even that seven have been ad: 
mitted from that section, while six enly have been admitted from 

*Bince this ech was delivered, one of the Senators from 
Arkansas IMr. Savien] has @eclared, in ihe Senate, that he 
would never vote for the admission of another free State into the 
Union, unless there should be anew slave State to balance it. 


his is an ` 


- claim. In all the struggles 
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the North. But I do complain that they have been admitted as 
slave Btates; and especially that there are among them States 
whose territory formed no part of the ' Oid Thirteen,” and which 
have, therefore, brought into the Union an addition tothe bur- 
den and weakness and curse, from which, at the adoption of 
the Constitution, it was universally expected the country would 
soon be delivered 

But more especially do I complain that it has come to be 
avowed as a settled principle of national policy that the slave 
power is to he maintained in its existing relative strength, by the 
admission of new slave States. Mow strongly does this con- 
trast with the public sentiment and policy at the time of 
the formation of the Constitution. Slavery, which was then 
doomed, by the general judgment of the country, to speedy de- 
strucuion—the subject of almost universal execration—now 
taises its brazen front, and claims to be regarded as an essential 
element of, and to have its relative pclitical power carefully 
maintained in, this Union oi freedom! 

ut thisis notall. Fearing that, in the vast territory West 
and North of Missouri, the indomitable spirit of Northaen en- 
terprise may raise up new States to add to the empire of free- 
dom, and diminish the relative strength of slavery, the South 
turns its eyes to the wide domain and fruitful soil of Texas, 
and seeks to add toour country a territory wich may be 
manufactured into half a dozen new States to maintain the ba- 
lance in favor of slavery! Yes, sir; slavery has actually en- 
tered upon a system of colonizing—colonizing by conquest— 
colonizing from a land of freedom—colonizing to bring under 
its dominion a country from whose soil, in the advancing power 
of free principles, it had just been banished! 
- Thus, asslavery sinks in other countries, it risesin this. Aw“ 
its limits are contracted elsewhere, they are enlarged here. 
At the moment that its iron sceptre is broken in the British 
-West Indies, are American statesmen devising means to 
strengthen and enlarge its dominion in the land yet reddened 
with blood poured out to assert and maintain that ‘all men are- 
created equal!” 

Where is to terminate this progress of the slave power? Where 
shall its Southward movements cease, until to keep pace 
with the westward march of freedom ta the shores of the Paci- 
fic, it shall darken and desolate the fields of Mexico and Gau- 
temala, and fiad the limit of the same ocean at the Isthmus of 
Darien? 

But, Mr. Speaker, slavery is not content with a multiplication 
of its victims or an extension of its territorial dominions. It 
sees the gathering storm, and prepares to avert it. It under- 
atandsthe power of free discussion, and seeks to suppress its- 
outbreakings. For this purpose it pene:rates the free Statee— 
it surrounds peaceable assemblies with mobs—it destroys print- 
ing presses—it kills or follows with persecution their conduc- 
tors—it even enters the city of Penn, the city where yet stands 
the “Hall of Independence,” and applies the torch to a noble 
edifice dedicated to free discussion. Ani, sir, it has finally come 
into the halis of Congress, and aszailed Liberty in these her moat 
sacred temples, by striking down the cherished and solemnly 
guarantied right of petition, and imposing silence upon the Re- 
presentatives of freemen here. 

But this is not all. Slavery has found its way into the Execu- 
tive Department of this Government, introducing, and giving 
efficacy, through that Department, to a new element of power 
unknown to the Constitution, namely, ‘the wishes of the slave- 
holding States;”” insomuch that the President, while admitting 
that Congress has constitutional power to abolish slavery and 
the slave trade in thts District, declares, in advance, that he will 
give his official sanction to no bill for such abolition, “against 
the wishes of the slaveholding States.” The “wishes,” be it ob- 
served—not the argumentse—of the slaveholding States are to 
governthe Executive action! With arguments he has nothing 
to do. Hethrows from himeelf all responsibility of judging, 
and makes the simple fact of the “wishés” ef a minority of the 
people decisive. No other interest has ever advance such a 

about a protective tariff, the manp- 
facturing States havé setup nó such pretensions; and if they 
had, they would have found no President viimg to give such 
effect to their “wishes.” Thus, slavery asks and obtains what 
would be yielded to no other intereats in the country. 

But slavery is not content with all this. When the people of 
the North, in the strength of their féeling for their brethren in 
slavery, and under a sense of the national responsibility for its 
continuance, with the abomigations of the slave trade, in thia 
their petitions here for its abolition, Slavery rises 
up, in the persons of honorable members on this floor, and 
threatens to dissolve the Union! Yes, sir, slavery, that very 
slavery that, fifty years ago was declared to have the consump- 
tion, and to be struck with eath, has “got well,’ grown fat and 
lusty, talks of living forever, and absolutely threatens a dissolu- 
tion of the Union if he is not “Jet alone,” and permitted to go on 
unimpeded in his march to complete dominion! Who can find 
words to express the amazement which this is calculated to ex- 


cite? 
Thas it is, Mr. Speaker, 


that slavery has, ever since this 
Union was formed, been gradually augmenting its power; mov- 
ing on, especially during the latter part of the half century of 
our national existence, with giant strides in the march of en- 
eroachment, constantly grasping power, and constantly asking 
for more, never saying enough, but always crying, give! give! 
ive! i 
k And now, Mr. Speaker, let me entreat gentlemen to review 
the subject in the light which I have endeavored to throw upon 
it, and tell me if it is not the height of injustice te charge the pe- 
titioners and the agitators of the subject of slavery at the Nortli, 
with a violation of implied pledges in favor of slavery, when it 
is manifest beyond the power of contradiction that the South 
has violated, and is at this moment flagrantly violating itsown 
most clearly implied pledgea of a contrary character. 

Sir, as I have already intimated, the North, so far from en- 
croaching on the rights of the South in this matter, are but re- 
sisting the encroachments of the slave power. They are stand- 
ing on the very confines of the Constitution, battling, not merely 
for the rights of the slave, but for the dearest rights of freemen. 
And are they to yield at this peint? No, sir, no; nota hair’s 
bread.h. They cannot, without asurrender of every thing. It 
is time the South should understand that the North is no longer 
to stand sti!land witn -s3th: encroe’chments of slavery w th 
arms folded, eyes closed, and mouths shut; but that, while they 
will not transcend, by the breadth of a hair, the limits of the 
Constitution, they owe it to themselves—to their country—to its 
honor abroad—to its safety athome—to humanity—to Justice— 
and tothe world, struggling for victory over time honored op- 
preasion—to stand firm upon the ground of constitutional right, 
and never surrrender for one moment those great weapons of 


fair and honest warfare against slavery—freedom of speech 
f.eedom of the press—and freedom of petition. 

But I may be told that, though there might have been, at the 
adoption of the Constitution, no such compromise in favor of. 
slavery as is now contended for, yet there should be such a com- 

sromise now; that, since the South are so excitable on the.sub- 

ject, it isnot best to agitate it; but to refrain for the sake of pre- 
serving the Union. Sir, I am willing to yield much for thesake 
of peace—which none can prize more hig'.ly than I do—and for 
the Union—whose benefits are by no means to be lightly put at 
hazard. But 1am not willing to yield every thing. There isa 
point where yielding must stop, or every thing wall be demand- 
ed and surrendered. 

Compromise! What is a compromise but a mutual conces- 
sion? And whatare the South prepared to concede? Nothing! 
As usual in the contest between freedom and slavery in tha 
country, the concessions must all be on one side. While sla- 
very is reaching forth the arms of her power in every direction 
—lengthening her cords and strengthening her stakes, and 

rasping, by a bold and daring policy, the entire control of the 

nion, the people of the North must stand still—shut their 
mouths—throw away their pens—break their presses—and sit 
down in silence, without even the poor privilege of praying for 
deliverance from hefall-grasping dominion! And all in the 
spirit of compromise! for the sake of peace! and the Union! 
Su, itis enough to sicken the soul of a freeman to heat this 
cant of compromise—a compromise of silence! of death! not 


. the death of slavery but of freedom ! A 


ABOLITION——IT8 AIMS— AND THE MEANS OF THEIR ACCOMPLISH- 


MENT. 

Mr. Speaker, I have done with “the compromisesof the Con- 
stitution.” Tregret that I am compelled to leave this branch of 
my subject while so much remains to be said to do it justice. 
But I must forbear. 

Recurring to the question more directly before the House, 
let me remark that there is another reason, substantially, though 
not very distinctly, urged | hae reception of petitions on 
the subject of slavery. It is, that they come from “aboli- 
tionists.”” 

I have been amazed, while sitting here, to witness the strife 
on this floor, in denouncing the men and women whose prayers 
come up here for the abolition of slavery. “Pedantic knaves’ 
—guperstitious fanatics’ —“vile fanatics” —“desperate and de- 
spicable fanatics” —are specimens of this denunciation. Sir, I 
promised when T began ihat I would indulge in no retorts; and 
surely I cannot find it in my heart to indulge any suited to such 
attacks. Not that Ido not hold in high estimation the many ex- 
cellent and intelligent of my constituents who are this assailed; 
but it is because 1 do thus esteem them, that -I make no reply to 
such denunciations 

Sabolitiontets!?? What is abolition? At what does it aim? 
By what means is it sought to accomplish its objects? These 
aie questions which I propose briefly to answer. 

Abolition is among the noblest of the objects which can en- 
gage the effortaof man. It is the deliverance of men from the 
ownership of others, and reatoring them to the ownership of 
themselves, It.stotake away whips and tortures as incentives 
to effort, and to substitute for them the instincts of self-support, 
and the nobler and more efficient ones of care for the support 
of others. It is to gubatitute for promiecuous concubinage, the 
marriage relation, with its sacred rights, its hallowed privileges 
and its countless blessings. It is to emancipate mind from com- 
plete human dominion, and raise itto freedom of thought, free- 
dom of purpose, and conscious responsibility to the God of the 
universe. It is toopen the Bible, now shut to millions of hu- 
man beings, and to give them the privilege, and aid them to en- 
joy it, of “searching the Scriptures,” which are “able to make 
them wise unto salvation.” h 

This is Abolition. Who ought to be reproached for it? Who 
ought to be ashamed of i? It may be sneered at and derided; 
and may come to. be used aa a name ot. reproach. But who 
cares fora name? Who thatis capable of uuderstanding what 

rinciple means, will tremble atthe nameof Abolitionisi? Hero 
ig the thing. Look at it. Js there anobler end under heaven 
—can there be—thah the emancipation of the body and the eoul 
of one man from such dominion, and his restoration to such 
rights? 

“These great purposes A bolitioniats aim to accomplish to the 
extent of their power throughout this country,and throu hout 
the world. Their benevolence is bounded by no lines of lati. 
tude or longitude; by no seas, oceans, or continents. Tt grasps 
theglobe, Wherever there isa human being suffering from 
oppression, there does it find an object ot kind regard and 
anxioussolicitude. It feels for those in bonds “as bound with 
them.” The fetters which gall the limbs of the slave lacerate 
its own spirit. Impelled by a quenchless love for man, it crosses 
oceans, climbs mountains, traverses continents, encounters dan- 
gers, faces death, for his redemption from oppression, and his 
elevation to freedom, intelligence, virtue, happinees, hope, and 
Heaven. 


Such is Abolition. But some may say Abolition, thus ex- 
plained, is an effect which we would indeed like to see accom- 
plished—and, in this sense, we are Abolitionists; but we are op- 
posed to Abolitionism—that is, to the meaas that are used to 
produce that effect. 

Luse the word Abolition, in this discussion, both in its popu- 
lar sense, as descriptive of the present great movement in favor 
of emancipation, and, also, in its literal signification, as descrip- 
tive of the effect sought to be accomplished by that movement 
—Jeaving to those who hear me to give. it a signification appro- 
priate to the connection in which itis used. But what lsay of 
‘Abolition, as an effect, I would substantially say of it as descrip- 
tive of the present great movement to preduce that effect. By 
this, however, 1 do not intend to sanction every thing that is 
done by every body engaged in this movement. I have seen, 
and still sce, many things to disapprove. But I regard them as 
spots in the aun, which, after all, gives a glorious light. 

In approving of the present Abolition movement, I speak in 
reference of the principles that give it vitality, and the great 
agencies by whic! itis sought to give them efficacy—nainely, 
freedom of speech and a free press—a freedom restrained by 
truth, and theapirit of the religion of Christ. Disapproving as I 
do of precipitate and ill-directed measures, and the indulgence 
ofaharsh and bitter zeal in this cause, I feel, nevertheless, 
bound in sincerity to say that I had much rather see even thus 
than to witness a continuance of the nation’s death slumber 
over this great questio 1. The first movements in the process of 
purifying the atmosphere are not unfrequently announced by 
‘harsh thunder.” But the thunder storm is nearly over- -to be 
followed, I trust, by a steady and refreshing rain, which shalt 
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nourish the thirsty earth, and finally bring forth an abundant 
harvest of good to eur country. s 

By what means does Abolition seek to accomplish its pur- 
poses? By the power of truth. Shaking not at the Goliah of 
slavery, it marches fearlessly to meet him. Trusting in the 
power of truth, and showing their respect for slaveholders by 
confidence in its practical efficacy, Abolitionists patiently and 
kindly, and perseveringly urge upon them its demands, and 
press them with its entreaties. 1 say kindly. Perhaps not 
always eo. Better it were always—far better! But slavery is 
slavery! Notto feel, when the full import of that word enters 
their mi would do no credit to their hearts, though it might 
secure for them the reputation ef prudence, and save them 
from reproach. 

By the power of truth, Abolitionists seek to create every 
where a public sentiment againstslavery. They see the nation 
drugged with the opiates of wealth and pleasure, rioting in pre- 
sent abundance, and grasping alter still greater; while the slave 
treads the same everlasting round of labor unrequited, and of 
toil unbiest, his mind brooded in perpetual darkness, his crushed 
spirit feeling no elevated aspirations, and entering into none of 
the enjoyments suited to its noble nature and high destiny: 
while the nation, like the Priest and the Levite, have passed by, 
in cold, selfish indifference, leaving him to perish, without help 
and without hope. By patientand untiring efforts do Abolition- 
ists seek to awake the people of this nation from their guilty 
slumber over the wrongs of slavery, and produce a conviction 
that the time has come when something should be done for its 
abolition. 

To the extent of the constitutional power of Congress over 
this subject they ask itsaction. They pray it to abolish slave- 
ry and the s'aye trage in this District, over which it has exclu- 
sive jurisdiction, and to prohibit, as it clearly has a right to do, 
the slave trade between the States, and to admit no more slave 
States into the Union. 

But their great, leading object ia to create such a public senti- 
meat in the South as shall effect the abolition of slavery in the 
slaveholding States by their own legislation. To do this, they la- 
bor, in the first place. to aronse the North toa cousideration of 
this subject, to the end that it may speak out inclear and decided 
languaze its conden:nation of slavery, aad thus exert upon the 
South a strong moral influence in favor of its abolition—believ- 
ing that the South will not pertinaciously refuse to yield to the 
calm and enlightened judgment of their brethren, especially 
when it isin accordance with the judgmentof the great mass of 
the civilized world. 

While speaking of the means by which Abolitionists aim 
to accomplish the abolition of slavery in the United States, I 
deem it proper to disabuse them of the charge of aiming to 
abolish slavery in the States by the legislation cf Congress—a 
charge which is, Lam informed, believed by many at the South 
to be well founded. 

I hold in my hand “‘Jay’s view of the action of the Fede- 
ral Government in behalf of Slavery,” a work published by 
the American Anti-Slavery Society, and, of course, expressing 
its views on the topicsof which it treats. While Fask the at- 
tention of the House to that portion of the book which Iam 
about to read, I take the occasion to commend the entire work 
to the attention of those who may be able to obtain it, as eon- 
taining facts and views worthy the attention of all the members 
of i House, andall the people of this nation. The author 
says, (p. 216.) 

“Every State possesses all the powers of independent sove- 
reignty, except such as she has delegated to the Federal Go- 
vernment, Allthe powers not specified in the Constitution as 
delegated, are by that instrument reserved. Among the powers 
specified, that of abrogating the slave codes of the several States 
is not included. On the contrary, the guarantee of the continu- 
ance of the African slave trade for twenty years; the provision 
for the arrest of fugitive slaves; and the establishment of the 
Federal ratio of representation, all refer to and acknowledge the 
existence of slavery under State authority. If, therefore, the 
Abolitionists, unmindful of their solemn and repeated disclaim. 
ers of all power in Congress to legislate for the abolition of 
slavery in the Sates, should, with unexampled perfidy, attempt 
to bring about such legislation; and if Congress, regardless of 
their oaths, should ever be guilty of the consummate folly and 
wickedness of passing a law emancipating the slaves held under 
State authority, the Union would, most unquestionably, be rent 
intwain. The South would, indeed, be craven, could it submit 
to such profligate usurpation. It would be compelled to with- 
draw, not for the preservation ofslavery alone, but for the pro- 
tection of all its rights; and indeed the liberties of every State 
would be jeoparded under a Government which, spurning all 
constitutional restraints, should assume the omnipotence of the 
British Parliament. But it is scarcely worth while to antici- 
pate the consequence of an act which can never be perpetrated 
so long as the people of the North retain an ordinary share of 
honesty and intelligence.” 

BRITISH ABOLITION. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, let me show yon the relation which 
this movement at the North, bears to Aholition elsewhere. 
Let me show you thatit is but part of the great Abolition move- 
ment of this age—a movement in regard to whose principles 
and progress no American statesman ought to be, and no 
Southern statesman can b> indifferent. Let me especially call 
your attention to British Abolition, which forms so prominent 
a part of it; and from whose origin, progress, and termination, 
both the North and the South may draw lessons of the deepest 
practical importance. 

The British slave trade had existed for near two centuries, 
when David Hartley moved, in the House of Commons, in 
1776, areaolution declaring “That the slave trade was contrary 
to the laws of God and the rights of man.” It met the fate 
which a resolution, making the same affirmation ef a similar 
trade carried on in sight of this Capitol, would probably now 
meet in this hall: it was promptly rejected. 

In 1783, a petition against the trade was, for the first time, 
presented in the House of Commons. It met the fate which 
the petitions [have in my drawer before me will meet, if the 
role Lam opposing shall be adopted: its consideration was re. 


The Quakers, with whem these unsuccessful efforts origi- 
nated, were not discouraged. On the 7th of July of that year, 
six ofthem met in London “to consider what steps they should 
take for the reliefand liberation of the negro slaves in the West 
Indies, and for the discouragement of the slave trade on the 
coast of Africa.” 

What a sublime spectacle is here presented! Six men meet- 
ng together to devise means for waking the British nation from 
phe guilty slumber of two hundred years! Six men conapiring 
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to overturn a system of injustice and oppression which had re- 
ceived the sanction of ages, and which was fortified by ths inte- 
rests, the prejudices, and even the religion of the whole British 
empire! Nothing can exceed it in moral sublimity, but the go- 
ing forth of twelve fishermen, at the command of the “Despised 
and Rejected,” to assail an empire of Pagan idolatry and super- 
stition which overshadowed the world. 

And what was the principle, and what the spirit of this mighty, 
enterprise? They were, the great truth which this nation had 
just triumphantly maintained in a seven years’ war, and the be- 
nevolence which had sent forth to all nations the twelve disciples 
of the Christian faith, seventeen hundred and fifty years be- 

ore. 

Six Quakers! I cannot leaye them. How piompt to yield to 
the “inward light!” How steady to the noble purpose it dic- 
tated! Well did Patrick Henry say, “I shall honor the Quakers 
for their noble efforts to abolish slavery.” And who will net 
honor them for their patient, untiring devotion, both in Great 
Britain and in this country, in behalf of their oppressed brethren 
of the African race? How valuable the “testimony” they have 
uniformly borne against the great iniquity! 

The six Quakers! Let none, henceforth, be disheartened in 
the cause of truth and righteousness, though few, and fechle, 
and despised. It wag not by might, nor by wisdom, but by the 
power of truth, that these men went forward and verified the 
prediction that “one shall chase a thousand, and two put ten 
thousand to flight.” The six Qua‘ers! Let us remember them, 
and be faithful to humanity, to justice, and to truth. 

The six Quakers were soon jomed by the same number of 

hilanthropists of other Christian denominations. “The twelve’? 
Reta meetings in London to devise means for revolutionizing the 
sentiment of anempire! Agents were appointed, among whom 

was the celebrated Clarkson, to rouse the public attention to the 
great subject. The pulpit and the press were enlisted. Books, 
pamphlets, and newspapers were freely circulated. Within a 
few years, petitions to Parliament were multiplied, insomuch 
that a commission was at length appointed by the Government 
to inquire into the African slave trade; and finally, on the 9th of 
May, 1783, the House of Commons voied that they wauld, at the 
next session, take the subject of that trade into consideration. 

Without pursuing further the details of this matter, suffice it 
to say, that the ball thus put in motion continned to roll on, un- 
til the slave trade was abolished by act of Parliament in the 
year 1807. 

But the great anti-slavery movement, begun by the six Qna- 
kers, did not end here. Ifit had thus terminated, it would have 
heen, in the end, little less than a failure; for while slavery, the 
parent of the slave trade, is cherished, it will be in vain to at- 
tempt a complete suppression of its offspring. The great 
principle of opposition to the one can never be satisfied without 
the destruction of the other, This principle continued to ope- 
raie with augmented power, and by various means, until the 
whole fabric of African slavery in the British dominions at 
length tumbled into ruins. The result is before us, even at 
our doors, in the full and complete emancipa‘ion of more than 
eight hundred thousand slaves in the British West India Isl- 
ands, on the Ist of August, 1838. 


I might recur to the early history of this great movement of | 


British philanthropy, and show you with what bitterness and 
violence its projectors and supporters were assailed; and with 
what strange assurance slavery and the slave trade were de- 
fended by theicadvocates. But time will not permit. Suffice 
it to say, that the men who urged on the movement were de- 
nounced as “hypocrites and fanatics,” and their project as vi- 
sionary and delusive. It was declared in Parliament that it was 
“the intention of Providence, trom the beginning, that one set of 
men should be slavesto another.” Theaboliton of the trade, it 
was confidently predicted, would ruin the colonies, and fill them 
with massacre and blood; while the trade itself was actually 
vindicated on the ground of “its conformity withthe principles 


” of naturaland revealed religion, as delineated in the Word of 


God!” “We had to contend,” (says Clarkson, in his history 
of that struggle,) ‘and almost to degrade ourselves by doing 
so, against the doubleargument of the humanity and holiness 
of the trade ! 

And now, Mr. Speaker, can you consider the principles 
which lay at the foundation of that great movement—can you 
reflect upon their mighty moral power, and mark their tri- 
umphant results, and wonder at the existence of American Abo- 
lition? Wonder? Why, sir, would it not be among the greatest 
wonders of the world that the people of the United States 
should, with this history, and these results before them, have 
continued tosleep over American slavery? 

FRENCH ABOLITION. 

Sir, look at the influeuce which the British example has ex- 
erted upon other countries besides our own. Look, for exam- 
ple, at whatis now going en in France. Abolition is engaging 
the attention of some of the greatest minds in the Empire. So- 
cieties are formed, and the subject is undergoing a thorough in- 
vestigation. I have before me a summary of a report recently 

resented to the French Chamber of Deputies by M. de 

‘ocqueville, inthe name of the commission charged with ex- 
amining the question of the abolition of slavery in the French 
dominions, which I beg permission to read. It is as follows: 

“The report passes lightly and contemptuously over the ar- 
gument in favor of slavery, and takes for granted the conviction 
in every mind that it ought to be doneaway with. It passes im- 
mediately to the vuestion of its being necessary to prepare the 
slave for emancipation previous to liberating him. . Tocque- 
ville, in tke name of the commission, asserts that all attempts to 
improve, enlighten, and ‘prepare the slave, as long as he isa 
slave, are impossible. The slave not only is ignorant of mar- 
riage—of the sacredness and morality of that tie—but incapable 
of being made to appreciate it, as long as he isa slave. There 
is antipathy between marriage and slavery—between slavery 
and the paternity which accompanies marriage. The slave’s 
children are his equals, are independent of him, and excite no 
interest. None of the prudence and other virtues attending pa- 
ternity accompany itin the slave. Christianity is equally in- 
compatible with slavery—equally unintelligible. The minister 
of religion appears either as a support of the master’s rule, and 
is thus abhorred, or he preaches the doctrine of Christian free- 
dom, dangerous to the master. The commission, therefore, aban- 
dons the idea of preparing the slave for freedom by any regula- 
tions for his treatment whilst a slave. Emancipation, it adds, 
cannot be deferred.” 

Another summary which I have seen of this important re- 
port repre-ents it as saying: 

“The idea of emancipation is already present to the minds of 
all in the colonies. ‘The approach of this great social change, 
the natural fears and the lawful hopes which it inspires, pene- 


trate all bosoms, and produce deep agitation.’ The recent events 
in the neighboring.British islands have brought the idea of com- 
ing emancipation home to the planters.” 

The report concludes by proposing that, in the session of 1841, 
a law for the abolition of slavery shall be presented, determin- 
ing the amount of indemnity which is to be saved to the state by 
means of the salary of the emancipated negroes—the labor of 
the latter to be secured by an express law. 

Here is the effect which the principles of Abolition, illus- 
trated and enforced by the British example, are producing in 
France. 

PRESENT MOVEMENT A REVIVAL OT OUR EARLY ABOLITION, AND 
PART OF THEGREAT MOVEMENT OF CHRISTENBOM, 

Do you still wonder at the feeling which exists at the North 
on this subject? Go back, for a moment, to the early history of 
Abolition in our own country. Consider the nature and extent 
of the anti-slavery feeling of the Revolution, and of the times 
succeeding it. Consider how wide, and deep, and strong was 
the current of this feeling when the Constitution was fermed, 
and the present Government was organized; and then think 
how natural it is that the example of Great Britain, who has 
gone forward, in the very spirit of our own early Abolition, 
while we have gone backward, should shame our recreancy 
to our own principles, and make us haste to redeem our- 
selves from its reproach. How is it possible, with such asso- 
ciations crowding upon the national mind, that we should not 
catch some of the inspiration of the times when our fathers, 
looking up to Heaven for deliverance from oppression, thought 
ofthe slaves,and promised to deliver, as they themselves prayed 
to be-delivered—of the times when Washington and Jefferson, 
Martin and Pinkney, Franklin and Jay, with a host of others, 
distinguished as statement, jurists, and divines, united in declar- 
ingslavery to bea violation of the “law of eternal justice,” and 
a curse to the country. 

Mc. Speaker, look yourself at all this, and tell me if you do 
not find your own spirit moved a little on this subject—if the 
fire of abolition does not begin to kindle even in your own 
bosom and its impulses begin to move your own generous 
heart. Atleasttell me if you can any longer wonder at the 
anti-slavery movements of the North; or if you can find it in 
your heart to denounce as ‘desperate and despicable fanatics’ 
the men and women whose hearts, happily free in this respect 
from the prejudices of your own education, sympathize in the 
great movements of humanity in behalfof the African race, and 
fee! the inspiration of the principles which have wrought out 
such happy results. . 

Sir, the present anti-slavery movement in this country is but 
part of the great movement of Christendom against slavery 
which has been going on for centuries, and especially for the 
last half century. Ever since Christianity emerged from the 
ages of oppression’s dark and iron reign; raising her majestic 
form, and reaching forth her open hands with healing for the 
nations; has emancipation gone forth with protection for the 
weak, help for the helpless, and soothing for the heart of sor- 
row. Bending over the crushed and bleeding victims of op- 
pression it has poured oil and wine into their wounds; given 
deliverance to the captives; opened the prison doors to them 
them that were bound; broken the fetters from the body; given 
freedom to the mind; and raised man to the true dignity and 
glory of his immortal nature. On her triumphant banner has 
been inscribed—Emancipation of, Mind—Emancipation of 
Speech—Emancipation of the Press—Emancipation of Man. 

PROGRESS OF EMANCIPATION ONWARD AND RESISTLESS. 

And is it, sir, thought to impede the progress of emancipa- 
tion by the puny efforts that are made here? Vain attempt! 
Can you hold the winds, stay the tides. or stop the course of 
universal nature? Then may you seal up the fountaingsof sym- 
pathy in the human soul, extinguish the sense of justice, and 
arrest the onward march of human emancipation. Stop eman» 
cipation! As well might thescoffers at Noah’s ark-building 
have undertaken to shut the windows of Heaven, seal the foun- 
tains of the deep, or roll back the tide which drove them to 
the mountain topsas their last refuge from the rising flood. 

There are some who, faithless to the efficacy of gag resolu- 

tions and gag rules, talk of a reception and commitment of the 
petitions, and a report thereon; which report is to put down abo- 
litio for ever and ever! Irecollect a remark I heard when a 
certain speech was made in a certain place—that that speech 
would put down abolition. Sir, you might as well attempt to 
blow out the sun asto put down abclition by a speech er a re- 
port. ; 
j Gag resolutions, gag cules, and “put down” speeches and re- 
ports, wìll be like putting down a walking stick in the Missis- 
sippi to stop its current. You think only of a rivulet. when 
there is a mighty stream. Turn your eyes to the Southeast. 
Behold the Gulf stream sweeping by your shores with its re- 
sistless and never-ceasing tide. Can you stop it? Try. Run 
outa pierof corkwood from Charleston. What is the result? 
The Gulf stream moves on! And there is an emblem of the 
stream of abolition which is rolling in upon the South from the 
British West Indies. Within a shorttime it willbe swollen by 
the stream of French emancipation; and then, in the course of a 
few years, by that of Spanish emancipation.* 

And then, sir, you do not think of the extent and power of abo- 
Jition sentiment in our our country. Stop up the cr=terof a vol - 
cano, and soon the trembling, heaving earth reveals the might 
agency at work within! Sir, the human heart is full of aboli- 
tion; and sooner or laterit will come forth. There is that in 
slavery which seizes hold of the deepest sympathy of the 
human soni, and gives to it the most intense activi- 
ty. It is not mere animal sympathy. It is not 
excited alone by accounts of bodily suffering; nor soothed into 
indifference by its mitigation. It isasympathy with the nobler 
nature of the slave, crushed by the weight of sere It fejoicee, 
indeed, to see him any where comfortably fed, and clothed, an 
housed; but it, nevertheless, sees him a slave!—his mind dark- 
ened, and his heart insensible to any higher emotions than the 
hopes and fears which are bounded by the narrow space of his 
earthly existence—an existence (I speak of slavery generally— 
there are exceptions) elevated to no practical purposes of duty 
to God and man above the brute that labors by his side. It 
sees, in short, his soul transfixed with the iron of slavery. 

The feeling produced by the contemplation of all thisis deep, 


* Since the delivery of this{speech, there has appeared the 
Bull of Pope Gregory XVI against the slavestrade, dated at 
Rome, December 3, 1839. Its language shows very clearly that 
there is henceforth to be an influence from that quarter which 
will tell with tremendous effect against slavery—an influence 
that will enter the very heart of its dominions in Brazil, the 
Spanish West Indies and the United States, 
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and will be enduring. And, sir, it is to take possession of minds 
that have hitherto directed but little attention to this subject. 
Tt has now, indeed, a very deep hold on the minds of men who 
have connected themselves with no anti-slavery associations, 
and have manifested no forwardness in anti-slavery move- 
ments; men who may, perhaps, never join an anti-slavery so- 
ciety; but whose influence will, by and by, tell against slavery 
with greateffect. Under the moderating influence of such men, 
Northern abolition is destined to settle down into a calm, steady, 
deep, and resistless current of abolition sentimeotand feeling, 
which will make it more terrible to the South than an army 
with banners. 

And then, sir, while abolition shall thus progress at the North, 
it will beginto be manifested elsewhere. Sir, before you are 
aware, it will make its appearance in the very heart of the 
Bouth itself Hitherto the anti-slavery feeling in that quarter 


(and there isa great dealof it there) has been absorbed by the | 


scheme of colopization. The delusion that colonization can be 
made a complete remedy for the evilof slavery, by removing 
the whole of the slave population from the country, is to be 
dispelled, as involving an utter impossibility; and the opponents 
of slavery at the South are to be thrown upon the simple alter- 
native of abolition or slavery—slavery with a fearful increase of 
numbers, and slavery without end! i 

When the Southern mind shall be brought to look that alter 
native full in the face, (and the sooner it is done the better, ) then 
will “abolition” begin to make its appearance in the South. 
Indeed, sir, it isnow there to a much greater extent than many 
areaware. And well it may be; for there has long been an abo- 
lition agent traversing the whole Southern country—an agent 
of surpassing ability and power—an agent who will soon give 
your Calhoun and Thompson something to do besides framing 
gag resolutions for these legislative halls, and constructing cob- 


houses for defence against the artillery of Northern abolition... 


Do you ask me the name of that agent? I willtell you. It is 
conscience; the most unyielding, uncompromising abolitionist 
the world ever saw. He has long lectured at the South with 
varioussuccess. He never fails to visit the bed of death, and 
there often speaks with great eftect! He has lectured in Eng- 
land for the last half century with astonishing success; and is 
now at work in France, and is preparing to visit Spain and Por- 
tugal, and other countries in Europe and America. I warn 
my Southern brethren to look out for this Abolitionist—not 
for the purpose of catching and hanging him; for they can do 
neither; but to see him as he is; to measure his dimensions, to 
study his character; to respect his authority; and to yield to his 
power. _ 

Such, sir, are the foes, external and internal, with which 
slavery has to contend. And is it thought to retreat from them 
by carrying out the threat to dissolve the Union? Sir, it would 
be like jumping into the craterof a volcano to escape its smoke 
and cinders. A dissolution of the Union to escape the influ- 
ence of abolition! Why, sir, the moment you do this, there 
willbe enlisted under the banner of the great anti-slavery ageat 
now within your borders a thousand auxiliaries more powerful 
than all the Birneysand Blanchards, the Stewarts and Stantons 
in the land. A dissolution of this Union for the purpose of 
saving the ingtitution of slavery! And that in the middle of 
the nineteenth century of the Christianera! Was ever infatu- 
ation like this? Would a dissolution of the Union shield the 
South from the power of abolition? Would it not, thencefor- 
ward, act with tenfold energy? Would not a severance of the 
Union instantly awaken throughout the whole South an oppres:- 
sive sanse of the evils of slavery! anda still more oppressive 
sensibility tothe deep disapprobation of the civilized world? 
Sir, when the South shall be prepared to quit this fair land of 
promise and of hope, and launch upon the deep, in search of 
regions beyond the reach of civilized and Christian man, then, 
but not till then, let it talk of dissolving the Union to save the 
institution of domestic slavery. 


r 


DISPOSITION TOWARDS SLAVSHOLDERS—RESPONSIBILITLES OF | 


PIOUS SLAVEHOLDERS. 

In discussing this subject, E havespoken, as I felt bound to do, 
with great plainness, of the character, the encroachments, the 
deserts, and the doom of slavery. In doing this, I fear that, 
though intending to avoid harshness, I may have been uncon- 
sciously betraye:! into it. With slavehoiders I have no personal 
controversy. To them, as to all, I would be respectful and kind, 
while Iam, asI must be, open and decided in my hostility to 
slavery. Of their motives in sustaining the institution of slave- 
ry, I have nothing to say. I am not constituted a judge of their 
hearts. There isOne that judgeth. I assume no such office— 
standing here not to lecture on morals, but to speak of human 
rights. Nor would I indulge in any sneers, invectives, or ana- 
themas. They are as foreign to my feelings as they are to the 
proprietics of the place and the occasion. Let those who 
choose, wield such weapons. My business is to reason, not to 
rail; to entreat, not to denounce. For the slaves I have pity; 
for their masters no other than feelings of kindness and goo] will. 
They are alike my brethren; and I would no sooner insult the 


feelings of the one than I would apply the ‘lash to the backs of | 


the other. 
Am slaveholders there are men of great personal worth. 
[see sucharound me. But I must be permitted to say to them, 


andto all that stand in this relation, that they know not what 
they do. They avoid, doubtleas, what are called the cruelties 
of slavery, and are regarded as kind masters. But do they re- 
flect that they, and such as they, constitute the very pillars of 
siavery?—that the whole system, with its admitted cruelties and 
undeniable outrages ov human rights, would fall, if good and 
pious men were to withdraw from it their countenance and sup- 
port? That such would be the effect is undeniable. How much 
longer they can, under the increasing light of the rising day, 

continue their present relation to the institution, or whether any 
“longer, I will not take upon me to say. Butl do say that there 
“are responsibilities connected with a continuance of this relation, 

which have something to do with the consequences of that rela- 

tion; something to de withthe enormity of the systemof which 

it forms a part, and which they are endeavoring to clothe with 

the sacred garb of Christian principle. The truth ts the whole sys- 

tem of slavery is wrong, incurably wrong. Pious staveholders 

avoid that they deem oppression and cruelty, without re- 

flecting that, in its mildest forms, slavery contains the great 

essential element of all oppression and cruelty—namely, in- 

justice. 

EXPEDIENCY AND JUSTICE. 

Before|closing, Mı. Speaker, 1 beg permission to consider 
briefly an objection which is urged against granting the prayer 
of the petitions which the contemplated rule would reject, 
drawn from consideration of expediency. Admitting, says the 


objector, that Congress have the power to abolish slavery and 
the slave-trade here, yet it is inexpedient to do it. 

Mr. Speaker, thisis a question ofjustice. Let me illustrate. 
I take a man’s horse and put him in my stable as my property. 
Justice comes and says, open that stable door and send that 
horse to his owner. But the law has authorized me to take 
him. For indebtedness? asks justice. No. Then let the 
door be opened at once; and let the law be repealed without 
delay. Who will say that expediency may resist that 
order? 

But let us vary the case. Instead of taking the man’s horse, 
Itake the man himself, claim himas my property, crive him 
to my fields and compel him to labor without compensation. 
Justice meets me and says: Lay down that whip and cease 
to claim that man as prepetty. But the iaw has authorized 
me thus to claim and use him. Ne matter for that, I say, let 
him go; andtothe law makers Il say, repeal your Jaw immedi- 
ately. Would not expediency blush to be seen countermanding 
either of these orders? 

Take another case. There is a man riding through Penn- 
sylvania Avenue, and there are fifty men in chains marching 
beforehim. Whatishe doing with them? Driving them to 
market! Justice comes along and asks, by what authority are 
you doing this? By authority of the lawsof the United States, 
is the answer. Have these men committed crimes? asks 
justice: No, is the reply. Then knock off those chains in- 
stantly: But the uation has authorized metochain and drive 
these men, and I shall doit; cease your impertinence. And 
what next do we see? Why, sir, Justice turns fromthe scene 
of horror, and, lifting up his trumpet voice, says to the 
nation, cease this injustige; command that these victims of op- 
pression be regtored to freedom; command it immediately. 
Stay, cries the slave-driver, it is inexpedient—Inexpedient! in- 
expedient, exclaims justice, break these chains and let them not, 
for another moment, bind the limbs that God Almighty made 
for freedom. 

Who, sir, will dare stand up,and, in the name of expediency, 
resist thiscommand? None but those whose minds have never 
grasped the great idea of justice; who have never considered 
the nature and authority of itsclaims upon human obedience. 
Justice! How deep and comprehensive its meaning! How 
inflexible its decisions! How inexorable its demands! How 
watchful is its guardianship of human rights! How deep does 
it liein the foundation of our civil institutions! The English 
common law, the inheritance and the blessing of our country, 
rests upon it. It gives stability to our State Constitutions; and 
here it is, the very “corner-stone” ofthe Federal Constitution. 
“To establish justice!” How properly does this standout in 
bold relief, anong the assigned purposes of its adoption; and 
with singular appropriateness was it made to procedeand stand 
in immediate connection with another great purpose, namely, 
“to ensure domestic tranquillity,” forming, in fact, the true and 
onty basis on which that tranquillity can rest. 

Justice! sir, it is the noblest attribute of the Almighty—im- 
mutable as his own nature, and firm and enduring as his ever- 
tasting throne—high as Heaven, deep as Hell, and broad and 
boundless as the universe. Justice! Letthat word be engraved 
on the pillars that surround these halls of legislation, and upon 
the walls of the Executive mansion; tet it blaze from the dome 
of every capitol in the Union; let it be writtenin stars on the 
expanse of the American heavens; and let it be deeply furrowed 
with the ploughshare of truth upon the broad face of our 
country, from ocean to ocean. 

But Lam asked—with all your veneration for justice, would 
you new vote to abolish slavery and the slave-trade in the 
District of Columbia? Is not “public .opinion throughout the 
Union against it??? And is it not “utterly impracticable?” 
That may be, though I think the public opinion is less opposed 
toitthan the objectorimagines. But it is not impracticable for 
me to vote for it; or, at least, to declare that I will do so, if I can 
have an opportuntiy. Possibly my vote might stand alone, 
though 1 donot deem that quite certain. But the vindication 
-of many a right has had as smail a beginning as this. None 


that I ever heard of was vindicated by beginning with the 


declaration that nothing could be done, and, in accordance with 
it, doing nothing. Whoever here believes that justice demands 
the abolition of slavery and the slave-trade in this District, let 
him say so by his vote. If he begins alone, he will not long 
remain so. How small was the beginning of Abolition ir the 
British Parliament ?—small, I mean, in numbers and immedi- 
ate influence, through great—transcendently great—in the man 
who first moved the measure. It was WILBERFORCE—possess- 
ing asoul as large in its benevolence as the universe, and a 
mind that grasped the mighty subject in the profound depth of 
its great principles, and in its vast bearings on the destinies of 
the race whose rights he vind:cated, and to whose deliverance 
from oppression he devoted for his life. WILBERFORCE! A. 
name I feel unworthy to pronounce, and which I never can pro- 
nonnce but with the deepest veneration for his meek and gentle, 
though dauntiess courage and noble bearing in that great 
cause. 

When Wilberforce moved, for the first of ten times he did 
move, the, abolition of the slave trade, he was denounced, even 
by name, on the floor of the House of Commons, as a “hypo. 
crite and lunatic;” but that didnot move him. Planting him 
self on the rock of truthand justice, he stood unappalled by the 
magnitude and threatening aspect of the system of injustice 
which heassailed. And think you he would have been less 
earnest and less persevering in that cause, if, instead ofa trade 
in slaves between Africa and the West Indies, the trade had 
been between London and Liverpool, as it is here between 
Washington and New Orleans? 


It is said, I know, that the abolition of slavery here is but a : 


It is, however, small only in comparison with 
the great work, which is to be done in the States beyond the 
reach of onr legislation. Nothing is small, in an absolute sense, 
that involves a question ofjustice. Justice listens as attentively 
to the claim of one man for the rights thatGod has given him 
as to the clamors of a thousand, Here, with in our exclusive 
jurisdiction, are men who claim justice at our hands; and 
shall we refuse it? Can we refuse it? So faras my humble 
voice can go, it shall not be refused for a day or an hour. 

But if a majority of this House are net ready now to vote 
for the abolition of slavery here, will they not vote for the 
abolition of the slave trade? That the public mind js not pre- 
pared for this, is what I wil! not admit, until I am forced to do it 
by something more conclusive than “dough face” predictions 
that it will dissolve the Union. Sir, it Isa. foul libel on this 
nation to say that it is not prepared to abolish the slave trade 
here. If it is not, then, in the name of consistency, I say, let it 
repeal its laws against the foreign slave trade, and permit the 


smali matter. 


dealers in human flesh to disgorge their cargoes of living death 
upon the shores of the Republic. 

You will perceive, Mr. Speaker, that I make the demands of 
justice imperative. Weare so constantly in the habit of con- 
sulting expediency, and very properly, too, in the ordinary 
affairs of life, that we are prone to forget the peculiar character 
of the claimsof justice. . We are often afraid to do justice, be- 
cause of supposed consequences. Nothing canbe more falee 
in ethiesthan this. We should “be just and fear not.” “What 
doth the Lord thy God require of thee, butto deal justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with thy God.” There is no indivi- 
dual or nation under heaver upon whom the obligation of this 
requirement does not rest with perpetual, unmitigated force. 
Are we to oppose ourshort sighted apprehensions of danger to 
the demands of justice? Do we believe in the authority of thé 
giver of this law of justice and mercy, and thatthe world is 
governed, not by blind chance, but by his unerring Providence, 
and shall we not trust to Him te take care of the consequences 
of a complianc? with his own commands? 

But if our faith is not satisfied with reasoning a priori, shall 
we not be convinced by the reasoning from facts? What 
nation or individual ever suffered from doing justice? Take, for 
example, the cases of emancipation. Although they have 
often been preceded by gloomy predictions of evil, of massacre 
and blood, yet what single page of history has recorded their 
fulfilment? St. Domingo has often been cited as an exception. 
But ifit were an exception, it would prove the rule. It 1s not, 
however, an exception, as } could easily show iff had time— 
the massacre and blood having resulted from the cruel attempt 
ef Bonaparte to force the emancipated back to bondage—an at- 
tempt which they nobly and triumphantly resisted. 

But even if St. Domingo were an exception, it would prove 
nothing to the objector’s purpose, since emancipation there 
was in the midst ofa revolution in the mother country, dis- 
tinignished, as all know, by cruelty and blood, and by an entire 
absence of all religious restraints. Allwho know any thing of 
the history, especially of modern emancipation, know that it 
lives and moves and has its being in the benign and peaceful 
spirit of the Christian religion—a spirit that acta at once on 
theemancipators and the emancipated. Let those who are 
filled with apprehensions of evil from emancipation, consider 
that, henceforth, more perhaps than at any time heretofore, is 
Christian principle to become the master spirit of Abolition, 
exerting itshallowing influence upon both the white and black 
races, giving a healthful and wise direction to the measures of 
the one, and chastehing the feelings, elevation the purposes 
and ennobling the awakened energies of the other. 

EMANCIPATION, IMMEDIATE AND SIMULTANEOUS. 

But, lam asked, nust emancipation be immediate? Is it not 
necessary to prepare the slave for freedom? Experience has 
shown that one of the most important preparations for freedom is 
freedom itself—that a state of slavery is utterly incompatible 
with preparation for the enjoyment of freedom. Thus the 
operation of West India emancipation has been found more 
favorable in those islands where the emancipation was imme- 
diate, asin Antigua and the Bermudas, than in those where the 
system of apprenticeship was adopted. Those concerned in 
the present movement of Abolition in France have, it seems, 
fully considered this subject, and have come tothe conclusion, 
agin the report of M. de Tocqueville to the Chamber of Depu- 
ties, to which I have referred, that immediate, is preferable 
to any form of gradual emancipation. 

The truth is, that the need of preparation is on the part of 
the free, rather thanthe enslaved. By this I mean that the 
success or failure of all attempts at emancipation must depend 
upon the promptness and freeness of the act—having reference 
to the effect upon the feelings of the emancipated—and the 
kind and paternal legislation which shall be afterwards adapted 
to their peculiar situation; legislation which shall bring to bear, 
systematically, upon their roused energies and quickened in- 
tellects the conservative influences of a pure religion and an un- 
contaminated literature. 

And, sir, shall not all this be done? Can it be withholden? Is 
it nota debt long, long due to this unfortunate and oppressed 
race? Has not thejr degradation been the work of slavery? 
And for whom have they labored? Whose fields have 
been moistened by the sweat of their brows? Whose tables 
have been spread with the fruits ef thcir toil? 

There are many who are strongly wedded to the old but 
goon-to-be-exploded system of emancipation upon what is called 
the post nati ptinciple—that is, emancipation | which takes 
effect only on the after born. No system can possibly be 
worse than this. It leaves the training of the free children in 
the handgof slave mothers; and brings into perpetual contact 
the free and the enslaved, each to exert the worst possible 
influence on theother. To this cause, with the cruel neglect 
of legislation provision for the education of the emancipated, is 
to be traced the degradation of the free black populationin the 
slave States, as well as in those States—Pennsylvania, for ex- 
ample—in which emancipation has been effected on the princi- 
ple just mentioned. 

The true system is, to emancipate all at once—to make the 
act of justice appear like one of noble generosity—and thus— 
as has been seen in the West Indies—excite a common feelin 
of gratitude in the emancipated, and rouse them to common an 
simultaneous effort, andemulation, inthe march of improve- 
ment. Who can fully estimate the results of removing the 
crushing weight of slavery, and leaving the common mind of 
an emancipated race to find its way, by the aid of wise and 
beneficent legislation, onwardand upwardia the march of in- 
tellectual and moral improvement, 

EFFECT OF ABOLITION IN THE SOUTH. 

Impressed, as I am, with a conviction of the decided ad- 
vantage of immediate and simultaneous, over gradual emanci- 
pation, T cannot doubt that when the South shall come to 
emancipate, as they will one day do, they will nobly strike 
for immediate and simultaneous emancipation. There is a 
promptness and generosity inthe Southern character which is 
a sure guarantee ofthis. I know it is said that'Abolition has 
thrown back emancipation half a century. There isone kind 
of emancipation that Abolition has thrown back; and that is, 
gradual emancipation, „with colonization as a remedy for 
slavery. In doing this, it has done a great service to the cause 
of genuine emancipation, because it has prepared the way for 
the adoption of a system founded on true principles. It is 
drawing the patient from a pernictous and deceptive reliance on 
an inadequate prescription, to the true and only remedy. _ 

It is said that the North had better be quiet on this subject, 
for that the South will not listen even to truth coming from 
that quarter. Sir, this suggestion involves an imputation upon 
the intelligence and love of truth of the South, too dshonoring 
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tube endured fora moment, Thereisa momentary feeling 
there, I Know, which seems to justify the assumption. But it 
will aot be enduring. The involuntary homage of the human 
soul te truth, checked fora moment by a feeling of independence 
—a noble impulse, rightly directed—will yet break outin the 
South, and, overcomiag the pride of opinion, the prejudices 
of education, and the misdirected feeling of independence, will 
produce results that will astonish the world. The struggle 
- may be long, butthe triumphof truth will one day crown it, 
I may not live to see that day; but as surely asthe wheels 
of time roll on, so certainly will that triumph come to bless my 


country. 
UMY POSITION” DEFINED. 
Mr. Speaker, I have finished what I intended to say on the 
subject before the House. Beforetaking my seat, hewever, I 


must beg ita indulgence to permit me to follow the example of 
others, by “defining my sition.” i 
The decided ground I have taken on the subjett of slavery 


may have led some to doubt whether I should notabandon my 
pel associates, and withhold my support from their candi- 
for the Presidency. I take thia occasion to say that 
n 


othing canbe further from my intention than this. Before 
the meeting of the Harrisburg Convention, I publicly expreased 
my determination to support the nominee of that Convention, 


whoever he might boofthe Whig candidates then before the 
country. And Iam happy to say that a selection has been 
made of one who, to his firm support of genuina Democratic 
Whig principtes, adds personal qualities which, vory much 
endear him to me, and greatly heighten the claim which hj 
political principles give him to my confidence and aypportyy’ 
If l am asked what are General Harrison’s preseh,yieWs on 
the subject of Abolition, my reply is, that Ido not know. Ido 
know, however, that they cannot be worse than those of hia 
competitor; and I am willing to asaume, for the present pur- 
pose, that they are no better—with, however, this difference, 
touc! his owa course, that he would not, as I trust, embody 
in his first official act a pledge, in advance, that he would ex- 
ercise the veto power, either on this, or any other specific sub- 
ject. Ithinkhe will have the decency to wait for the proper 
occasion, andthen honestly and intelligently deliberate upon 
the exercise of the power, in any case that may be presented to 
him. IfI were a Southern man, I would spurn an 
aid to sustain slavery made for mere political effect, and in 
flagrant disregard of sound principle, as well as of the proprie- 
ties of the high station of Chief Magistrate of the country. 
ie never deem the interest I desired to protect safe in such 


In supporting General Harrison, I place Abolition entirely 
out of the question. Not that Ido not regard it asa subject of 
very great importance; and, indeed, as I have shown, asubject 
of great political importance. But it is not, and cannot be, 
the great practical question forthe decision of the country atthe 
approaching Presidential election. The public mind is not 
prepared to have an Abolition candilate ior the Presideacy; 
nor to have an Abolition President. T cannot act in obedience 
to blind inpulse. I must see that some good is to be attained. 
What possible good can come to Abolition, or to any other in- 
terest, by new bringing this question into the Presidential 
election? I have never been abie to see any; I cannot now see 
any. On the contrary it seems to me the cause of Abolition: 
would be deeply injured by it. 

Abolition is eminently a moral and religious enterprise. It 
owes its existence to Christianity. 
emphatically the triumphs of Christian principles. Emanci- 
pation would not, in truth, be safe without their conservative 
influence. That influence is now eminently conspicious in 
producing the auspicious results of emancipation witnessec in 
the West Indies. 


The first step, then, in the great reform, must be in the 


church. Little progress, can be made in enlightening and 
purifying public sentiment on this question, whiie the church 
—“the pitiar and ground of the trur?’ —remains insensible to 
the power oftruth. Here isa great, and, 1 ain sorry to say, a 
difficult, work to be performed. The darkness which haslong 
hung over the Ametican church, on the subject of siavery, has 
been like the darkness of Egypt. It must be dispelied, as it has 
been in Great Britain. The obligations of the Christian 
religion must be seen and fei: to be obligations which know no 
distinction of color. The church must no longer ask, with 
unfeeling indifference—“Who is my neighbor?’ 

Andthen the mozal feeling of the whole community is to 
be awakened. The true nature of the slave relatiogis to be in- 
vestigate]. The questioa—by what authority are men made 
slaves? is to be considered—not put aside forthe next genera- 
tion to consider. Men who hold slaves, and men who advocate 
the right to hold them, and men who refuse to bear testimony 


against holding them, are to be madeto feel that they are all | 


acting under responsibilities to the God of the slave—to Him 
who has made ail of one blood, and who has connected rights 
and duties with this relation of brotherhood. 
Here isthe foundation work of Abolition. 
It should be well begun. Aspirit of kindness and good-will 
should surongly characterize every step in the progress of it, 
and stand outin strong contrast with the harshness and severity 
of ordinary party contests. No whip of scorpions should be 
ided—much as there isin slavery toexcite the feelinss— 
buttruth should have, in her advocatea, a spirit and temper 
corresponding with her kind and beneficent offic s, and her 
pure and exalted nature. And patience, too, must have its 
prse work. The roughand stubborn fallow ground is not to 
broken upand the goodseed planted ina day. Nor can it 
be expected to spring up and bear fruit in a day. There are 
difficulties to be encountered, peculiar to our own country; 
not difficulties to discourage, but to inspire caution, prudence, 
firmness, and a steady hold upon the great principles which lie 
atthe foundation of the cause. Customary political expedienta 
~—the expedients ofa corruptand corrupting state of politics— 
must be avoided; and there must be exhibited a singleness 
and purity of purpose which shall commend the cause and its 
advocates to public confidence. Abolition must not be sus- 
ted of a design to obtain power for the sake of power. 

ta advocates must have no ambition but the ambition of 


. 


Itis agreat work. 


doing good. A man who is aspiring to office as his chief 
good, has yet to learn the first lesson in the school of 
ition. 


The workof Abolition is but begun in this country. 
cause is in its infancy. 
as Minerva spran 


The 
_ It cannot start up ina day to manhood, 
y orth, fall armed, from the brain of Jupiter. 
Truth will revali” if it can have the aid of nine; It never 
yet achieved a victory without jt; certainly not the victory o 

reforming & community. ; 


H 
} consummation; thus that the streams of benevolence are to be 


i 
i 


1 
į 
i 


i! cluded fadm the field of political action. 


itis thus that the great work is to be carried forward to its 


thrown intoa right direction, and a sound and healthful public 
sentiment formed onthe subject of slavery—a sentiment ele- 
vated hy high intelligence, and purified by the pervading iu- 
fluence of Christian principles. Nothing can exert a more 
healthful influence on the public mind and heart than the 
agitation of the question of Abolition, under theguidance of 
these principles. It will purify the fountains ofnational thought 
and feeling, carry us back to the better days of the Republic, 
cherish in us their noble self sacrificing spirit,and elevate ua 
on to the board platform whezedn our fathers were gathered 
when they declared, in the faee of earth and Heaven, that “all 
men are created equal.” -` 

You will thus perceive, sir, that I place moral Abolition in 
the front, and that I weild have political Abolition meve in the 
rear. This will ngt; I know, suit the impatience of many very 
excellent men, wi think that Abolition will not thus advance 
with the desipable rapidity. But x will, in my judgment, 
advance moge surely to a safe result. 

Ido no thatAbolition is, even now, to be utterly ex- 
It will of necessity, by 


degreeg; enter it. Itcannot be kept out. Ofthe circumstances 


will justify such action, Abolitionists in the various 


proffer of ` 


Its triumphs kave been | 


1 
i 


; are various. 
: justice from my slaves for an hour. 


whi 

sogftne of the country, will of course judge, from considerations 
ich cannot control in deciding the question of bringing out an 

‘Abolition candidate for tha Presidency. Abolition has not 

strength to bear such a contest. Its infancy must not be 

rockedin the whiriwind of a Presidential election. 

When and as fast asthe public sentiment shall have become 
purified and elevated by the discusssions of humanrights and 
obligations, necessarily connected with the progress of Abolition, 
there will be raised up, by a natural, unforced process, as 
vegetation springs forth under the genial influences of rain and 
sunshine, men fitted for the political duties which Abolition is 
destined to perform. 

Iam aware, Mr. Speaker, that in thus avowing my determi- 
nation in regard to the Presidency, I subject myself to the 
censure of “sacrificing my principles of liberty.” This is the 
language which has already been applied to me for the vote I 
gave foryouas presiding officer of this body; and I expect it 
will be repeated, in reference to my present avowal. There 
are those who do net perceive, what seems to me a very 
plain distinction between sacrificing principles, and failing to 


‘| do precisely all to advance them which some of their advocates 
| deem necessary. They seem not to understand that a good 
‘| cause may be injured as well by overdoing as by the opposite. 


I regard the question of anti-slavery, in its principles and 
bear.ngs, as the greatest question that agitates the world, But 
I cannot forget—for the history ofall reforms admonishes me 
—that time is essential to success in the great contest which 
| freedom is waging against oppression. 
| The principles on which this cause restsare as immutable 
astruth aud justice; but the means of giving to them efficacy 
IfI were a slavenolder, 1 would not withhold 
Ycouldnot. Ifthe laws 
prohibited me from emancipating them, I would, imitating the 
noble Alabamian who spent almost his last dollar to get his 


`i slaves to Indiana, leave the State which had sought to bind me 
ii by 


such unrighteous and cruel enactments, and seek one 
where the doing of justice would not be contrary to law! 
This is a case in which there should be no delay. Justice says 
—now. But,in taking measures to induce my neighbor who 
does not see the matter as I doto do justice, I may not be able 
to make it the work of a day, ora month, ora year. His 
movements arc not subject to my volitions; and while, in my 


own case, considerations of expediency, as it is usually under- 
stood, are to be disregarded; in the other, Iam not enly at 
liberty, but may feel most strongly bound to exercise the 
wisdom that dwells with prudence, thatso I may more speedily 
and effectually gain my brother. z 

1 thus speak ia reference, primarily, to the efforts of the North 
to persuade the South to undertake, in earnest, the work of 
emancipation; which efforts, it should ‘never be} forgotten. 
constitute the great work of Northern Abolition. But what I 
have said involvesa principal bearing upon the question of 
political action. T have heard it maintained that it was as 
wrong to vote, in any case, for a slaveholder, as to hold 
slaves. There might be truth in this, ina case in which my 
vote, withheld from him and given to an apponont of slavery, 
might, without injuriously affecting some other greatand vital 


Abolition. And thisis precisely the question which presented 
itself to ine upon the late election of Speaker; and which pre- 
sents itself now, in reference to theelection of President and 
Vice President. How is Abolition to be benefited by my with- 
drawing from the great contest now about to be decided 
between power and popular rights, and giving my vote for 
Mr. Scattering, or not voting at all? 

Mr. Speaker though feeling deeply on the subject ofslavery, 
and ardently desiring 1ts Abolition, J do not stand here ex- 


clusively devoted to that interest. There are other great in- 
terests to be attended to in this nation besides that of Abolition; 
and I should be false to the trust reposed in me were I to thrust 
them aside as unworthy of regard; especially in the CRITICAL 
crisis through which they are now passing. 

And what is this crisis? It is the pointof extremity in a 
great struggle which has been, going on for ten years—a 
struggle involving some of the most essential principles of the 
Constitution. It is now tobe decided whether the people are 
to be permitted the free use of their intelligent, uncontrolled 
suffrages to make the Congress and the President, and thus 
govern themselves, or whether the President shal! use the 
vast patronage of the Government to corrupt its officera— 
deceive the people—make both branches of Congress— 
strengthen his abused power, and perpetrate it in the hands of 
his chosen successor; whether, in fact, we are to have a 
Government of Executive influence ora Government of laws 
—a constitutional Government of three branches, or an un- 
constitutional Government of one; a question, in short, between 


Erecutive]rower on one side, and lib2rty and the Constitution on 
the other. 

Such is the question. By along course of insidious usurpa- 
tion has the Constitution been practically changed. Shall the 
change be ratified and confirmed by the popular voice? Thus 
involving the country in the mischief of the change itself, and 
the pernicious consequences of a popular sanction of the 
usurpation and corruption which produced it? This is the 
question to be decided. 

Ifthe powers now actually exercised by the Executive had 
been embodied in an article headed “The President shall have 


_ the crisis. 


interest, have a decidedly favorable influence on the cause of || 


——— 


; say—let him wind his last fold, and crush the last bone! 


poren. and proposed tothe Convention of ’87 as a part of the 
onstitution, who believes that it wouldhave obtained a single 
vote in that body? Or if i: had been proposed by the fitst 
Congress as an amendment to the Constitution, would it have 
received a single votein a single State in this Union? Nobody 
will venture to say that it would. And yet, now, the very 
same question is involved in the question of continuing in 
power an Administration which bas used, and isstill using, 
the corruption of its own usurpations to gain from them the 
popular sanction, and thus give them, to all practical purposess, 
the force and effect of constitutional law. 

It suits the purposes ofsome, however, to represent the great 
question now in contest as one of "mere dollars and cents’”— 
banks and currency- safe or unsafe keeping of the public 
moneys; and in that light to be altogether unworthy ofa com- 
parison with the question of human rights involved in the 
cause of Abolition. Now, sir, though as a mere question of 
currency it is a question of immense importance in its vast and 
complicated bearings upon some ofthe highest interests of the 
people, yet, the question of power—of a practical change ofthe 

onstitution by encroachment and popular acquiescence, I re- 
gard as of incomparably more importance. And so does the 
Administration! Forall the rash experiments which have 
struck, as with a paralysis, the industry and prosperity of the 
country, have been undertaken, and persevered in, for the sake 
of power! for the sake of doing, in effect, just what I have 
asserted is really being done—changing, practically, the 
Government and Constitution ofthe country, by concentrating 
al! power in the hands ofone man. And such, sip, is now the 
great purpose of the Administration in its persevering efforts 
to carry the so-often-rejected Sub-Treasury scheme, by an ex- 
ertion of Executive influence equal to any which has ever 
signalized the most corrupt periods of British history. 

There are, I know, Abolitionists who are deeply convinced of 
the existing abuses and corruptions; but who, nevertheless, say 
that it is vainto attempt arcform by efforts to everthrow the 
Administration; that the only way to accomplish it is to 
abandon the present Opposition, and rely on an ultimate 
triumph of Abolition to purifiy all the parties, and 
cestore the Constitution. This, Mr. Speaker, seems to 
me very much like abandoning all commonly approved 
remedies for a disease, and giving up the patient to die, in re- 
liance upon a restoration tu health by a resurrection from the 
dead. It betrays an utter insensibility to the real effect of 
sanctioning the usurpations of which I have spoken, by re- 
electing to the Presidency their chief author—an effect which 
involves not only a practical change of the Constitution—the 
final mischiefs of which nobody can calculate—but such a 
wide diffusion of the leaven of corruption, and such @ con- 
solidation of the power which has introduced it, as to place the 
country well nigh beyond the reach of remedy. Where is the 
Whig Abolitienist who is willing to give up, and leave this 
leaven to act, and this power to gain strength, in the hope of 
ultimately saving the country by Abolition? I have great 
confidence in the purifying power of Abolition principles, but 
T cannot be so blind as not to see that corruption may, in the 
unprecedented activity of its leavening process, reach the very 
remedy which is relied on toeffect its cure ! , 

1 have thus given, summarily, my views ofthe question and 
And now, sir, Lam not, at the moment ofsuch a 
crisis, when the true friends of popular rights are buckling on 
their armor for a death-struggle with corruption, to lay down my 
arms and retreat from the battle-field, 1am not, when the 
knife is drawn to sever the monster which has, for ten years, 
been winding itself around the country, now to give up, N 

Oy 
sir; no! Ishall help to fight out this battle, if Heaven spares 
me. 

And now, sir, where is the man around whom we may rally 7 
—the man whose name shall be to us a strong tower—the man 
who is to lead us to victory. There is, thank Heaven, sucha 
man! His name is wafted tous on the winds that sweep the 
Mileghanies, and comes back in thundering echoes from the 
Auantic shores. The West, the East, the North, the South, 
unite to proclaim William Henry Harrison as the man. 

And whois William Henry Harrison? Sir, he is the noble 
son of anoblesire, whose name stands next to that of Thomas 
Jefferson on the Declaration of Independence. A man who has 
shown that he received the instructions of such a father not 
in vain; aman who drew in, with his first breath, the pure 
inspiration of Revolutionary principles,and who has, through 
a long and eminently useful life, exhibited those principles in 
the well-proportioned developments of a patriot and a man. 
Yes, sir, aman! Not a shrewd, cunring, plotting, scheming, 
selfish heartless politician, but a man—a man with a heart 
—a heari as bigas a world—a heart unpractised in political 
guile, or in any guile—a heart whose warm pulsations were 
never checked by the chill of selfishness—a heart open, kind, 
generous, uncorrupted and incorruptible. Sir, this js no fanc 
sketch. itis sober truth, written on every page of Harrison’s 
history—the history of a soldier, a scholar, a statesman, a 
philanthropist, and an honest man. ath 2 

Do you ask whether he understands the crisis, and is capable 
of giving to his principles and effors a direction suited to it? 
Yes, sir, precisely. His vigorous mind has struck, with re- 
markable discrimination, upon the true points of reform 
demanded by the crisis for which he has been raised up. 
Hear him. In a letter on the 2dof December, 1838, to the 
Hon. Harmar Denny of Pennsylvania, he saye: : 

“Among the principles proper to be adopted byany Executive 
sincerely desirous to restore the Administraticn to ite original 
simplicity and purity, I deem the following to be of prominent 
importance: 

“1, To-confine his service to a single term. 

“II. Todisclaim allrights of control over the public trea- 
sure, with the exception of such part of it as may be appro- 
priated by law to carry on the public service; and that to be 
applied precisely as the law may direct, and drawn from the 
Treasury agreeably to the long established forms of that 
Department. 


“IM. That he never should attempt to influence the elections, 
either by the'people or the State Legislatures; nor suffer the 
Federal officers under his control, to take any other part in 
them than by giving their own votes, whea they posses the 
right of voting. 


“IV. That; in the exercise of the veto power, he should 
limit his ‘rejection of bilis to, Ist. Such as are, in his 
opinion, unconstitutional; 2d. Such as tend to encroach œn 
the rights of the States or individuals; 3d. Such as, involving 


deep interests, may, in his opinon, require more Mature 


ais 
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deliberations, or reference te the will of the people, to be and where alone, 


e i the opinions of the Executive may be He comes forth from the midst of them, wearied with the toils, 

at the succeeding elections . f heard.” and covered with the sweat, of his noble occupation. He 

“V. That ho should never suffer the influence of his I have no time, Mr. Speaker, to comment on this exposition comas, at their call, to administer their Government for their 
Office to be used for purposes of a purely party character. of the principles which are to be brought into General Harri- || benefit! He comes with a hold on their affection and confidence 
‘VI. That, ia removals from office of those who hold their son’s Administration. They need, however, no commentary. rarely enjoyed by any public man—a confidence which the 
pointments during the pleasure of the Executive, the cause |; They commend themselves, at once, to univeraal acceptance, history of his life shows he will never abuse—a confidence 

of such removal should be stated, if requested, to the Senate || and their author to the Tegard and confidence of the country, which will enable him to do an amount of good that few states- 
at the time the nomination ofa successor is made. | and the ‘whole country—a regard and confidence which are men, inthe short space of four years, have ever beenable to 


‘a oe daily gaining strength, and which are destined, I trust, to give a accomplish. Mr. Speaker, I will not say that it would be 
And last, but not least in importance, | strength to the Administration of this great and good man “sufficient glory to serve under such a chief,” for that is a 
“VIL That he should not suffer the Executive Dopartment which no Administration since the days of Washington has language becoming no freeman to use; but I will say that it 

of the Government to become the source of legislation; but possessed. would be a glorious privilege to witness such a reform as the 

leave the whole business of making laws for the Union to the : Such is theman! And such a man the country wants at noble veteran is destined to accomplish; and to breathe the 
n itution has exclusively assigned |; this great Crisis, to rescue it from the hands of misrule and cor- healthful and invigorating atmosphere of his pure, upright, im- 
it, unul they have assumed that perfected shape where, H Tuption. General Harrison is emphatically one of the people. j partial, and just Administration. 


